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- WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky. Light to moderate
rain / thundershower very likely to occur.
Maximum and Minimum Temperature
most likely to be around 33°C & 28°C
respectively.

RAINFALL: 0.0 mm

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 92 % Min. 67%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 33.5°C(+1.1) Min:28.0°C (+1.2)
SUN RISES SUN SETS

05:13 hrs 18:11 hrs

MOON RISES MOON SETS

22:43 hrs 11:35 hrs

Full Moon on 19 August

Kanwariyas waitin a queue to offer prayers
at Kashi Vishwanath Temple on the fourth
Monday of Sawan month, in Varanasi on
Monday. =ani

India's retail inflation softens: Breaching
5 per cent in June, the retail inflation rate
in India softened drastically in July.
According to data released by the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementa-
tion on Monday, retail inflation or Con-
sumer Price Index in July was at 3.54 per
cent. In June, taking a departure from the
moderation it withessed in the past
months, it rose to 5.08 per cent, pushed
by rising food prices. In July, there was a
sharp decline in the year-on-year inflation
rate based on the All India Consumer Price
Index (CPI), which is the lowest in the last
59 months. (PG10)

Indiasteps up maritime patrolling to
preventillegal intrusion from Bangladesh

THUMBNAILS

CMvowsCBIprobeif
no headwav by Sunday

Amid massive protests, the principal OfR G. Kar Medlcal College resigned on Monday

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

est Bengal

Chief Minis-

ter Mamata

Banerjee said
on Monday that the probe
in the alleged rape and
murder of the trainee doc-
tor of Kolkata-based R.G.
Kar Medical College and
Hospital will be handed
over to the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) if
the Kolkata Police is unable
to complete the investi-
gation by next Sunday. A
special investigation team
(SIT) of Kolkata Police
under the direct supervi-
sion of the joint commis-
sioner (crime) of the city
police Murli Dhar, is cur-
rently probing the case.
“If the police are unable
to complete the investi-
gation by next Sunday,
then the responsibility of
the investigation in the
case will be handed over
to the CBI,” the Chief Min-
ister told media persons
after meeting the family
members of the victim.
The Chief Minister’s state-
ment came just a couple
of hours after the Kolkata
Police issued a public
appeal earlier in the day
through social media urg-
ing the public to have faith
inthe investigation being
carried out by the SIT of
the city police. She had

earlier also made a state-
ment that if the family
members of the victim
and the protesting junior
doctor and medical stu-
dents of R.G. Karinsiston
a central agency probe,
she will not have any objec-
tion to that. City police
commissioner Vineet
Kumar Goyal, too, reiter-
ated the CM's statement
on the matter. While affirm-
ing that the probe will be
handed over to CBI, if the
ongoing policeinvestiga-
tion in the matter is not

completed by next Sunday,
the Chief Minister also
said on Monday she had
taken this decision despite
being aware that the suc-
cess rate of CBI in inves-
tigation is not satisfactory.
“Iamaware of the success
rate of CBI. They are yet
to resolve the case of the
Nobel Medal theft of
Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore. Still in this matter,
the charge of the investi-
gation will be handed over
to the CBI for the sake of
public satisfaction,” she

said. The CM also said
that she has instructed
the city police to file the
charge sheet within the
next three to four days,
move a fast-track courtin
the matter and if necessary,
make an appeal for capital
punishment for the guilty.
“The person who com-
mitted such a crime does
not deserve any mercy,”
she added. She also
expressed solidarity
towards the protesting
junior doctors and medical
students. “Their demands
arejustified and I express
my full solidarity towards
them,” the Chief Minister
said.

Amid massive protests
over therape and murder
of a trainee doctor on the
campus, the principal of
Kolkata-based R.G. Kar
Medical College & Hospital,

JANG
E h?f 4 .‘
Dr Sandip Ghosh, on Mon-
day resigned, appealing
to the protesting medical
students and house staff
towithdraw their demon-
strations.

Amid the growing anger
and outrage over therape
and murder of a Kolkata
doctor, doctors across
many hospitals of the
country have joined the
protests and halted elective
services, demanding that
the perpetrators of heinous
crimes be brought to book.
The Federation of Resident
Doctors Association
(FORDA) on Mondaywrote
to the Union Home Min-
ister and announced the
nationwide halting of elec-
tive services in hospitals
to express solidarity with
the doctors of Kolkata’s
RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital.

Excisepolicy: Delhi CM Kejriwal
challenges hisarrestby CBIinSC

Congress, toolkit gang
togethertousherin
economicanarchy: BJP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

The BJP on Mondaylaunched
a sharp attack on Congress
and its allies over the latest
Hindenburg report, saying
"theyhave conspired together
tousherin economicanarchy
and instability in India".

Initsreport, the US-based
shortseller alleged that “Buch
and her husband Dhaval
Buch had stakes in obscure
offshore entities used in the
Adani money siphoningscan-
dal”.

Reacting to the Hinden-
burgResearch report against
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) Chair-
person Madhabi Puri Buch,
senior BJP leader said, "Fol-
lowing their third consecutive
defeat, the Congress party,
INDIAlliance, and their sup-
portersare strugglingto come
totermswith ModiJi's (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi)
third term as Prime Minister
of India."

Addressing a press con-
ference atpartyheadquarters
here, Ravi Shankar Prasad
said, "After being rebuffed
by the people of India, the
Congress party, itsallies, and

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

In view of recent develop-
ments in Bangladesh, the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
hasbeefed up securityalong
the International Maritime
Boundary Line to prevent
anyillegalintrusion in India.

"The ICG has aptly posi-
tioned operational units for
robust surveillance in the
region and to foul any attempts
at illegal migration through
searoutes. Surface surveillance
has been enhanced along
the Indo-Bangladesh Inter-
national Maritime Boundary
Line or IMBL by Offshore
Patrol Vessels (OPVs) and
Fast Patrol Vessels (FPVs).
Layered surface surveillance
has been instituted by addi-
tional FPVs. All units at sea
have been advised to moni-

tor/Board all fishing boats
and undertake positive iden-
tification of Indian fishermen,"
apress release from the ICG
said on Monday.

ICG Deputy Director Gen-
eral Anupam Raiwas quoted
as saying by a news agency
that the security has been
bolstered to address any
potential threats.

"After the political unrest
in Bangladesh, Indian Coast
Guard has enhanced its

Skirmish between Indian,
Chinese troopsin Durbuk Sector

SP SHARMA
JAMMU, 12 AUGUST

Skirmishes between the Indian
and Chinese troops werereport-
ed onMondaymorninginthe
Burtse area near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the
Durbuk Sector of Ladakh.

Sources said sticks were
used freelybyboth sides during
the confrontation that took
place at 4 am.

The trouble started with
the Chinese troopsreportedly
burning two RCC huts on the
Indian side of the LAC. This
was followed by a faceoff
between the Indian and PLA
troops of China.

The area where the con-
frontation took place comes
under the 81 Infantry Brigade,
sources said.

Theminor skirmishes took
placenearthe LAC pillar point

The trouble started
with the Chinese
troops reportedly
burning two RCC huts
on the Indian side of
the LAC.

12whilean Armoured Battalion
was being replaced from the
area. Tension has been pre-
vailing between the Indian
and Chinese Armiessince June
2020 when soldiers of both
sideswere engaged ina physical
confrontation in the Galwan
valley. The clashes resulted in
thedeath of20Indian soldiers,
including a colonel.

Thereafter, Indiaand China
haveheld atleast20 rounds of
military talks and 13 rounds
offoreign officeled discussions
but there is no letup in the
tensions.

patrolling and surveillance
along the international mar-
itime boundaryline...To pre-
ventany hostile actand illegal
intrusion we have beefed up
the security, positioned two
to three ships...Sunderban
Creek areas are being patrolled
by our air cushion vessels
and interceptor boats," he
said.

He further detailed that
the Sunderban Creek areas
are being closely monitored
with air cushion vessels and
interceptor boats. The Indian
Coast Guard's coastal sur-
veillance radars at Haldia,
Paradeep, and Gopalpurare
operating around the clock,
scanning the close coasts of
India for any signs of illegal
activity.

"Tillnownoillegal activity
has been seen but we have
very specifically told our ships

to board all fishing boats or
any vessels that are close to
the Indo-Bangladesh Inter-
national Maritime Border
Line (IMBL) or in the creek
areas, " he added.

Meanwhile, the Border
Security forces have also
tightened security along the
Indo-Bangladesh interna-
tional border in response to
the ongoing crisis in
Bangladesh.

Deployment at border
outposts has also been
increased, and all surveillance
equipment is being utilized
to ensure effective monitoring.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has formed a com-
mittee, led by the Additional
Director General (ADG) of
the BSF Eastern Command,
to monitor the situation at
the Indo-Bangladesh Border
(IBB).

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has filed a petition
in the Supreme Court chal-
lenginghis arrestby the Central
Bureau of Investigation in
the excise policy case and
has also filed a bail plea.
The DelhiHigh Courthad
earlier dismissed his petition
challenging the arrest and
advised him to seek bail from
the trial court. While dismissing
Kejriwal's plea challenging
his arrest, the HC stated that
the prosecution has explained
that, respecting his position
as CM of NCT of Delhi, the
police treaded with trepidation
and caution and proceeded
to collect the evidence from
other persons suspected to
be the accused. Consequently,
extensive investigations were

carried out across India to
ascertain the entire web of
conspiracyinvolving numer-
ous persons. In his plea to
the Delhi HC, CM Kejriwal
stated that he is the National
Convenor ofaNational Political
Party (Aam Aadmi Party) and
the sitting CM of Delhi, who
is being subjected to "gross
persecution and harassment
forwhollymalafide and extra-
neous considerations."

The court noted that the
Investigating Agency has fur-
ther explained that it is only
after sufficient material was
collected against the petitioner
over one and a half years,
thattheysought the sanction
for prosecution of the peti-
tioner, which was granted on
April 23, 2024. The reasons
fornotproceedingimmediately
against the petitioner after
registration of the FIR are

thus well explained by the
CBland donotreek of malice.
The court further said "it is
correct and true" that the
petitioner herein is not an
ordinary citizen of this country
butis a distinguished holder
of the Magsaysay Award and
a convenor of the AAP. "The
controland influence thathe
has over the witnesses, is
prima facie borne out by the
factthat these witnesses could
muster the courage to be wit-
nesses only after the arrest of
the petitioner, as highlighted
by the Special Prosecutor.
Also, it establishes that the
loop of evidence against the
petitioner was closed after
the collection of relevant evi-
dence after his arrest. No
malice whatsoever can be
gathered from the acts of the
respondent,” the court
observed.

Elephantslinkedto India’s cultureé} hlstorjy PM Modi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday reiterated
India's commitment to pro-
vide everything possible to
ensure elephants get a con-
ducive habitat where they
can thrive.

Modi appreciated the
wide range of community
efforts to protect elephants
on the occasion of World
Elephant Day.

He also highlighted the
elephants' value and their
importance to ''our culture
and history''. The prime
minister has expressed
appreciation for the rise in
elephantnumbers over the
years.

Every year August 12, is
celebrated as World Elephant
Day across the globe to reaf-
firm mankind's collective

pledge to conserve one of
the most iconic species on
the planet. In a post on X,
Modisaid, “World Elephant
Dayisanoccasionto appre-
ciate the wide range of com-
munity efforts to protectele-
phants. At the same time,
we reaffirm our commitment

to doing everything possible
to ensure elephants get a
conducive habitat where
they can thrive. For us in
India, the elephantislinked
to our culture and history,
too.Andit’s gladdening that
over the last few years, their
numbers have been on the

epaper.thestatesman.com

rise.”

Union Minister of Envi-
ronment, Forestand Climate
Change Bhupender Yadav
expressed pride over the
increased number of elephant
reserves in the last 10 years.

InapostonX, Yadavsaid,
"On #WorldElephantDay,

India stands proud for being
the home to about 60% of all
Asian elephants. They embody
majestic beauty, hold deep
religious and cultural signif-
icance, and play a vital role
in our ecosystem. Proud that
the number of elephant
reserves has risen in the last
10years. Letus celebrate our
jumbos and the strongbond
we share with them."

"The elephant population
in India continues to be
stable. Under the PM Shri
@narendramodi-led govern-
ment, the number of elephant
reserves has also gone up to
33 over the last 10 years.
Public participation in ele-
phant conservationisrising
reflecting the strong cultural,
religious and ecological bonds
we as a people share with
ourjumbos," the Union Min-
ister said in another post
on X.

itsclosest allies (i.e. the toolkit
gang) have conspired together
tousherin economicanarchy
and instability in India."

"They are plotting to dis-
ruptIndia's economicstability.
The Hindenburg report's
release sparks a coordinated
effort to rattle the capital
market," he added.

Pointing out thatfollowing
an investigation under the
Supreme Court'sjurisdiction,
the SEBI had served anotice
to Hindenburg in July, he
lamented that rather than
submitting a response in its
defence, Hindenburgreleased
this report, which lacks any
credible basis.

The senior BJPleader said
India has received record
numbers of FIIs and FPIs.
The countryhas emerged as
asafe, secure and promising
market. "However, disre-
garding every achievement
of the country, the Opposition
ishellbenton spreading neg-
ativity all around," Prasad
said.

"We mustremember that
today, there are crores of
small investors in India. If
India's stock market is dis-
rupted, small investors will
be troubled," Prasad said.

Population of
India expected
to reach 152.2 cr
by 2036: Report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

The population of India is
expected toreach 152.2 crore
by 2036, with aslightlyimproved
female percentage of48.8 per
cent as compared to 48.5 per
cent in 2011, as per the pub-
lication titled 'Women and
Men in India 2023' released
by the Union Ministry of Sta-
tisticsand Programme Imple-
mentation on Monday. The
proportion ofindividuals under
15yearsis projected to decrease
from 2011 to 2036, likely due
to declining fertility, it said.
According to the report
issued by the Ministry, con-
versely, the proportion of the
population aged 60 years and
above is anticipated to sub-
stantially increase during this
period. "India's population
in 2036 is expected to be more
feminine compared to the
2011 population, asreflected
in the sex ratio which is pro-
jected to increase from 943
in 2011 to 952 by 2036, high-
lighting a positive trend in
gender equality," it said.
The Ministry, whilereferring
to the Women and Men in
India 2023, said, "Itis evident
that from 2016 to 2020, Age
Specific Fertility Rate in the
age group of 20-24 & 25-29
has reduced from 135.4 and
166.0to 113.6and 139.6respec-
tively. The ASFR for the age
35-39forthe above period has
increased from 32.7 to 35.6
which shows that after settling
inlife, women are thinking of
expansion of family." "Ado-
lescent Fertility Rate was 33.9
forilliterate population whereas
11.0 for the literate in 2020.
Thisrateis considerablylower
foreventhosewhoareliterate
but without any formal edu-
cation (20.0) as compared to
illiterate women reemphasizing
the importance of imparting
education towomen," it said.
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3 pvthospitalsroped inforcleaning,
security of Durgapur SD hospital

DurgapurSD Hospital officialswerealso presentatthe high-levelmeeting chaired by the state panchayat minister

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DURGAPUR, 12 AUGUST

tate panchayat min-

ister and Durgapur

East MLA Pradip

Majumdar has
announced that three private
super speciality hospitals
have beenroped in to provide
the facilities management
services like cleaning and
security.

“Wehaverequested three
private super speciality hos-
pitals, Mission Hospital, Sana-
ka Hospital and Health World
Hospital to provide the clean-
ing operations and security
management of sub-divisional
hospital of Durgapur and
they have agreed to our
request,” said Pradip Majum-
dar.

KabiDutta, the chairman
of the Rogi Kalyan Samity of
Sub-Divisional Hospital in
Durgapur has given the pro-

posal to the three private
super speciality hospitals for
cleaning and providing the
security.

“The basic difference
between the government
hospital and the private hos-
pital is the cleanliness and
we have emphasized the need
to keep the SD Hospital in
Durgapur as clean as in private
hospitals. We have paucity
of funds and the three private
hospitals of Durgapur have
come forward to help us in
providing maintenance and
operations works in cleaning
and security,”said Kabi Dutta.

He further added thelocal
industries have been urged
to provide facilities and
upgrades in the Durgapur
SD Hospital and already one
company has come forward
to set up an oxygen plant
and 100-bed ICU in the Dur-
gapur SD Hospital.

“Many suchinitiatives are

being taken. Not only patients
from the Durgapur sub-divi-
sion gets admitted for treat-
ment here but even patients
from the surrounding districts
also come for treatment at
the SD Hospital,” he added.

Besides the chairmans of
the three private hospitals
of Durgapur, Dr Satyajit Bose,
Partha Pobiand Dr Arunang-
shu Ganguly, the SDM of
Durgapur and superintendent

il

of Durgapur SD Hospital
were also present at the high-
level meeting chaired by the
state panchayat minister on
the issues of development.
The Durgapur SD hospital
has taken these initiatives at
atime when the entire health
sector in the countryis rocked
by the rape and murder inci-
dent of ajunior doctorin RG
Kar Medical College Hospital,
which is ranked as one of

Top brass of Asansol Durgapur police
review security at district hospital

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 12 AUGUST

The top cops from Asansol
Durgapur Police Commis-
sionerate (ADPC) have visited
the Asansol District and
Superspecialty hospital and
reviewed the security system
on campus.

The cops held meetings
with the doctors and other
hospital staff and also
inspected the hospital cam-
pus.

Biswajit Naskar, assistant
commissioner of police (Cen-
tral-1), inspector Koushik
Kundu, inspector in-charge
of Asansol South police sta-
tion visited the hospital
today.

the top medical colleges in

The CP of Asansol Dur-
gapur Police Commission-
erate, Sunil Kumar Choud-
hury, has directed to review
the present security system
of the hospital and take
steps, sources said.

Theyhad along meeting
with deputy super Debdeep
Mukherjee and took notes.

Later, theyinspected the
old building, new building
campuses of the largest state
government hospital in West
Burdwan district.

Sources said that the
ADPChas also sought fresh
proposals to further strength-
en the police camp with
more and further require-
ments of the district and
super speciality hospital.

the state currently.

Doctorswelcome CM’s
deadline for police probe

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 AUGUST

Medical professionals here
have expressed their support
for chief minister Mamata
Banerjee's decisive action
in the investigation of the
rape and murder of a lady
doctor at R G Kar Medical
College and Hospital.

CM Banerjee has set a
Sunday deadline for the
police toidentify and appre-
hend the culprits involved.
If the police fail to do so, the
case will be handed over to
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI), despite its
lower successrate, according
to the chief minister.

“We welcome the chief
minister’s statement. It will
add urgency to the police
investigation. The culprits
must be brought to justice
by anymeans," said Dr Sen-
gupta, echoing the sentiments
of the medical community.

Inresponse to the incident,
junior doctors at North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital
(NBMC&H) staged ademon-

stration outside the emer-
gency department, demand-
ing the immediate arrest of
those responsible.

Their protest was sup-
ported by doctors from the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) Siliguri and other
organizations, who joined
in solidarity.

Similar demonstrations
were held by junior doctors
at other medical colleges
across north Bengal, including
inMalda, protesting the hor-
rificincidentat R G Kar Med-
ical College.

Dr Sengupta, dean of
NBMC&H, assured that
despite the agitation, medical
services were not significantly
disrupted. "No services were
hampered due to today’s
protest and cease work by
junior doctors. However,
there were minor delays due
to the temporary shortage
of manpower," he explained.

The outrage has also
sparked demonstrations from
various student organizations
across other districtsin north
Bengal.

Bengal PDS case: Enforcement Directorate
tracksrole ofover 60 small ration dealers

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officials probing the
ration distribution case in
West Bengal, have been able
to track anetwork of atleast
60 small dealers who were
directly involved in the alleged
scam.

The dealers allegedly had
contacts with former food
&amp; supplies minister
Jyotipriya Mallick who is
currently in judicial custody
in connection with the case.

According to sources, first
these ration dealers procured
grain from farmers bypassing
the official procurement
route at prices lower than
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and then sold the
same products at premium
prices in the open market

/a s, ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE {E‘D]

instead of selling them
through the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS).
Sources said the ED has
alsobeen able to track some
account numbers reportedly
linked to Mallick and some
ofhis close associates, where
money was deposited from
the accounts of these small
ration dealers regularly.
The ED suspects that

Memorandum to Prez
onviolence against

HindusinB

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 AUGUST

A memorandum was sub-
mitted to the President of
India, today, through the
sub-divisional officer (SDO)
in Siliguri, to protest against
the ongoingviolence targeting
the Hindu minority in
Bangladesh.

The protest was organised
by members of the Hindu
Suraksha Mancha, who took
out a rally from Baghajatin
Park and marched to the
SDO office on Hill Cart Road.

Therally condemned the
barbaric attacks on the Hindu
community in Bangladesh
and called for immediate
action to protect theirrights
and safety.

Participants expressed
deep concern over the esca-
lating violence and urged
both the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment and the international
community to intervene.

In their memorandum,
the protestors demanded
swift justice for the victims
and stressed the importance
of safeguarding religious
freedom and human rights.

They called for those
responsible for the atrocities
to be held accountable and
for measures to be imple-
mented to prevent further
violence against the Hindu
minority.

The memorandum
requested the President to
send a strong message to
Bangladesh, urging the Union
government to initiate imme-
diate and decisive steps to
halt the atrocities being com-

angladesh

mitted against Hindus.

It reminded the interim
government in Bangladesh
of its duty to protect all citi-
zens, regardless of class,
creed, orreligion. The mem-
orandum warned that if the
violence is not swiftly curbed,
it could escalate further, lead-
ing to potential retaliation
from the minority commu-
nity.

The protestors expressed
their shock and dismay at
the violence, which they
described as a deliberate and
premeditated attack on the
Hindu minority, rather than
a political movement.

Theyrecounted the horrific
acts of torture, arson, looting,
rape, and murder that have
been inflicted on the Hindu
community in Bangladesh,
likening the situation to geno-
cide.

“We, the members of
Hindu Suraksha Mancha,
are appalled by the terror
unleashed on Hindus in
Bangladesh, which has esca-
lated into nothing short of
genocide. This is not a rev-
olution against any govern-
ment but a pre-planned
attack on the Hindu com-
munity, exploiting the absence
of a stable government in
the country,” said a spokesper-
son from the Mancha.

The memorandum high-
lighted the dire situation
faced bywomen and children,
who are being subjected to
unspeakable violence without
any intervention from law
enforcement or the military
in Bangladesh.

these deposited amounts
were commissions paid by
the small ration dealers for
the illegally-earned profit.

They made money by
selling foodgrain meant for
the PDS in the open market
or to corporate entities
engaged in selling packaged
rice and wheat.

Sources added that the

ED officials have got infor-

mation about these dealers
from the documents seized
from the office of a chartered
accountant known to be a
close confidant of the arrested
minister.

Recently, Trinamool Con-
gress’ block president from
Deganga in North 24 Par-
ganas District, Anisur
Rahaman aka Bidesh and
his brother Alif Nur alias
Mukul, also known as close
confidants of Mallick, were
taken into custody by the
ED.

Both are to be presented
ataspecial court of the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) in Kolkata on
Monday afternoon.

Both are cousins of busi-
nessman Bakibur Rahaman,
the first to be arrested in
connection with the PDS
case.

CELEBRATING HISTORY

175 years celebration of Bethune Collegiate School at Nazrul Mancha on Monday. « sns

Hospital givesvoice tovoiceless

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

Recently, an interactive ses-
sion, “Embrace Compassion
—Giving a Voice to the Voice-
less,” was held in the city.
The event highlighted the
extraordinary efforts of hos-
pitalsin providing care and
shelter to injured, abandoned
and abused animals across
the state.

Chhaya Animal Hospital
hosted the event, which was
sttended by Dilip Doshi,
former India spinner; Mr.
Raju Bharat, CMD, Kenil-
worth Hotels, GaurangJalan,
filmmaker, Bickram Ghosh,

Gang-rape In
Burdwan:
Three arrested

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 12 AUGUST

In agang-rape case, police
have arrested three youths
from within the Burdwan
police station area, today.

A22-year-old girl, while
on her way to Shravani
Mela along the Burdwan-
Nabadwip Road with her
friend, was stopped by the
culprits and they dragged
her to a place away from
the road.

They first fastened her
friend with a tree, robbed
cash from him and then
raped the girl in front of
him on 7 August afternoon.
The family members of the
victimlodged a complaint
with the police on 9 August
and the girl's medical exam-
inations were made at the
Burdwan Medical College
and Hospital and her state-
ments were recorded.

Based on the versions
of the victim girl and her
friend, the key witness,
three youths identified as
Sajal Ghatoal, Tapas Pundit
and Bikram Malik were
nabbed from Shaktigarh
last night and were for-
warded to court today.

tablamaestro, Alokananda
Roy, dancer and social
activist, Debasis Kumar,
MLA; and other personali-
ties.

The event brought togeth-
er animal lovers, caregivers
& supporters from civil soci-

ety and government to learn
about the hospital's com-
prehensive services and its
impact since its inception
in 2008. The hospital is
equipped with state-of-the-
art facilities, including 66
well-ventilated kennels, an
operation theatre, and solar-
powered amenities, ensuring
optimal care for over 100,000
animals to date.

Sharda Radhakrishnan,
founder trustee of Chhaya,
said, "Our goal has always
been to offer a safe haven
for street animals in need
and to provide them with
the care they deserve," she
said.

100kg hashish seized
from E Burdwan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 12 AUGUST

A car with blue bacon was

intercepted by the policein

East Burdwan today.

The white sedan was
bearing a forged 'police '
sticker, too. Yesterday too,

the police had seized 50kg
ofhashish from a van carrying

aconsignment from Odisha.
Two persons on board,
Biswajit Singh of Behala,

Kolkata and Sunil Bera of

Asanbona, Jhargram, were

arrested and 100kg of hashish
was recovered from their

possession. A police team,
acting on tip-off, was

patrolling on the road and
intercepted the speeding
carnear Sports Authority of

India stadium on NH-2B
(Burdwan-Suri Road) in the
early morning today. Aman-
deep Singh, SP, East Burd-

wan, said, “Afteryesterday's
haul, we'd gathered a tip-
off thaton Monday morning
a second consignment was
on the way."

The detained persons
told police that they had
received the consignment
in Kharagpur from a mid-
dlemanwho'd procured the
packets from Keonjhor,
Odisha the other day. The
police came to know that
the accused were assigned
to handover the consignment
to a trader in Guskara civic
town in East Burdwan.

On Sunday morning, at
Palsit toll plaza in Memari,
police had seized 50kg of
hashish from a van and four
persons, includinga woman
were detained. The consign-
ment was meant for a Birb-
hum based receiver, the
police said.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Road mishap claims six devotees

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 AUGUST

Six devotees of Lord Shiva
were killed and several others
injured after a car allegedly
lost its control and mowed
down them near Bagdogra,
this morning.

The devotees were on
theirway toJangli Baba tem-
ple, travelling along the left
pavement of national high-
way 31, near Muni tea plan-
tation.

A car, reportedly from
Sikkim, lost control and
struck more than eight devo-
tees.

The vehicle then over-

turned and fell into aroadside
gorge. The driver and others
in the car allegedly died on
the spot.

Localresidents rushed to
the site and rescued the
injured, bringing them to
North Bengal Medical College
and Hospital (NBMC&H).

Six of the devotees were
pronounced dead on arrival.
Among the eight devotees,
two sustained serious injuries
and are currently receiving
treatment.

According to Dr Sandeep
Sengupta, dean of NBMC&H,
the two injured are now out
of danger following a CT
scan.

The victims included three
members of a family, Gobinda
Choudhury, Amaresh Choud-
hury, and Himesh Choud-
hury, a Class X student.

The others, who lost their
lives were identified as Prallad
Roy, Kanak Barman, and
Pranab Roy, all residents of
nearby villages.

Local political leaders
have extended their support
to the grieving families.

The sabhadhipati of Silig-
uri Mahukuma Parishad vis-
ited the hospital and assured
the families of the injured
that arrangements for better
treatment would be made if
necessary.

Serampore IMA condemns brutal actat R GKar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 12 AUGUST

The Serampore IMA branch
has strongly condemned the
brutality inflicted on a lady
doctor at R G Kar Hospital.

The Serampore IMA pres-
ident Dr Pradeep Das said,
the entire medical fraternity
isshocked. Itis beyond imag-
ination that a lady doctor on-
duty in a renowned hospital
inthe capital city of west Bengal
was brutally raped and killed.
Ifsuch brutal tortureonalady
doctor can take place in R G
Kar Hospital, then doctors
serving in district hospitals
and rural hospitals can also
become victim of anti-social
activities. Thelack ofappropriate
safety and security in the kar
hospital with advanced infra-
structure is a matter of great
concern. The incident has
proved that the law and order
situation in the state has col-
lapsed. Moreover, it is very
astonishing that the hospital
authority is trying to cover up
the factby giving the incident
a colour of suicidal case.

TheIMA Seramporeis going
to observe a pen down on 15
August and take out a rally,
condemningtheactofheinous
crime and brutally inflicted
on a lady on-duty doctor.
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Police urges
public to have
faith in its
probe team

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

In the face of growing
unrestamong the medical
fraternity in particular and
the common people over
the second-year postgrad-
uate student’s death, the
Kolkata Police, on Monday
issued a public appeal
requesting all concerned
to have faith in the Special
Investigation Team’s (SIT)
probe.

In the appeal issued in
Bengali and English on
the Facebook wall of
Kolkata Police, the author-
ities have assured the
public that the probe is
proceeding well, and the
city police will do whatever
it takes to file an early
charge sheet and ensure
a speedy trial.

The appeal by the police
comes amid widespread
claims by protesting med-
ical students, junior doctors
and even medical experts
that preliminary autopsy
findings suggest that the
alleged rape and murder
cannot be the handiwork
of a single individual and
more people were involved
in the heinous act.

Tillnow, the cops have
arrested a civic volunteer,
Sanjay Ray in connection
with the case.

As per the appeal by
the police, the probe is
being conducted with
utmost integrity, honesty
and transparency.

“However, ithas come
to our notice that several
factually incorrect and
unverified claims are being
widely circulated on social
media. We urge everyone
not to share or believe any
so-called ‘facts’ of the case,
because they are nothing
but unfounded rumours.
Notonlydo they obstruct
the investigation and cause
even more distress to the
bereaved family, but also
hinder the course of justice.
We are committed to ensur-
ing a thorough investiga-
tion, and the rampant
spread of misinformation
will only make our job
more difficult,” the public
appeal has read.

It goes on to say: “To
the students who are seek-
ing justice, we hear you,
and we share your pain.
We are in active dialogue
with you and are fully ded-
icated to ensuring swift
justice. We assure the pub-
lic that our investigation
is proceeding in the right
direction, and we will do
whatever it takes to file
an early charge sheet and
ensure a speedy trial.

Justice will be served,
and we will not rest until
itis done.”

RGKar principal resignsinfaceofprotests

Studentsalso demanded nottorehabilitate Prof Ghosh inanyadministrative portfolio,apartfromajudicial probe

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

inally, under the pres-

sure of the agitating

medical students,

interns and postgrad-
uate trainee (PGT) doctors
atstate-run government med-
ical colleges across the state,
Prof (Dr) Sandip Ghosh, prin-
cipal of R G Kar Medical Col-
lege Hospital resigned.

At the hospital, a second-
year PGT doctor of chest
medicine department was
raped and murdered on Friday
night in the seminar hall on
the third floor of the nine-
storey emergency building.

The agitating junior doctors
and students, who have ceased
work in emergency wards
and OPDs at most of the
state-run teaching hospitals
in the state, have threatened
to intensify their protests,
demanding the government
not to rehabilitate Prof Ghosh
in any administrative portfolio,
under health department
anywhere across the state.

The agitators have also
demanded judicial inquiry
to probe the incident at the
premier teaching hospital.

Today, Prof Ghosh sub-
mitted his resignation taking
“moral responsibility”.

While speaking to reporters
after meeting parents of the
victim at her Sodpur residence,
chiefminister Mamata Baner-
jee said, “The principal has
himself tendered resignation
today. His family members
are also worried about him.
We have told him okay, you
won'’t need to work and we
have transferred him else-
where.”

“There is a conspiracy to
remove me from my position,”
Ghosh told the media today
at R G Kar Medical College
Hospital, adding, “I never

ﬁ
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

Prof (Dr) Sandip Ghosh,
principal of the state-run R
GKar Medical College Hos-
pital, has been transferred
to the Calcutta National
Medical College Hospital
(CNMCH) in the same post
on Monday evening, hours
after he resigned from the
state governmentservice in
the health department, early
this morning.

Prof (Dr) Suhita Pal, offi-
cer-on-special-duty (OSD)
at Swasthya Bhaban and

RGKar principal Dr Ghosh
transterred to CNMCH

former vice-chancellor of
the West Bengal University
of Health Sciences, was made
the principal of R G Kar
Medical College Hospital.

Prof (Dr) Ajay Roy,
CNMCH principal, who is
scheduled to retire by Sep-
tember, hasbeen made OSD,
replacing Prof Pal.

High drama followed the
resignation of Prof Ghosh,
an orthopaedic surgeon,
throughout the day today
because Swasthya Bhaban
had not accepted his resig-
nation that he submitted to
the health department.

asked what the doctor was
doing at the seminal hall. A
dirty politics is being played
over the unfortunate inci-
dent.”

Police have arrested a civic
volunteer of Kolkata Police,
Sanjay Roy, who was allegedly
at the hospital on Saturday
morning.

The PGT at the teaching hos

pital’s chest medicine depart-
ment was found dead with
multiple injuries on Friday
morning, hours after she had
retired to a seminar hall in
the building.

She had gone there as
there are no resting rooms
for the junior doctors posted
atthe teachinghospitals, the
agitators alleged.

Doctors show solldarlty innational capital

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Doctors of several government
hospitals, including the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi,
Ram Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital and Safdarjung Hos-
pital staged a protest in the
capital on Monday, demand-
ing justice for the woman
postgraduate trainee (PGT)
doctor who was allegedly
raped and murdered atR G
Kar Medical College Hospital
last week.

The demonstration was
held as part of the nationwide
protest called by the Feder-
ation of Resident Doctors'
Association (FORDA) India
seekingjustice for the woman
PGT doctor.

Earlier, the FORDA said
as a mark of solidarity with
the colleagues of R G Kar
Medical College, it announced
anationwide halting of elective
services in hospitals starting
from Monday.

The AIIMS Resident Doc-
tors' Association held the
demonstration at its campus
demandingimmediate trans-
fer of theinvestigation of the
case to Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and res-
ignation of responsible
authorities of the R G Kar
Medical College for the alleged

“Within an hour of the murder
being discovered, I had
informed the police and coop-
erated with the investigators.
Yet I am being targeted,”
alleged Prof Ghosh.

The protesting doctors
have demanded to see the

Federation of Resident Doctors Association (FORDA) members
hold placards as they call for a nationwide strike demanding
justice for the alleged sexual assault and murder of a female
postgraduate trainee doctor of Kolkata RG Kar Medical Col-
lege, at Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital in New Delhi on

Monday. = Ani

failure to protect the dignity
and life of the on-duty female
doctor.

Besides this, the AIIMS
RDA demanded adequate
compensation to the victim
family and immediate imple-
mentation of the Central Pro-
tection Act (CPA) or asimilar
law to ensure the protection
of doctors across the coun-
try.

On Sunday, the Association
held a candle march in soli-
darity with the victim and
demanded justice for her.

Former AIIMS RDA pres-
ident Dr Vinay Kumar in a
poston X, wrote, "Residents
doctors from AIIMS New
Delhi came out of AIIMS
campus and sitting on the

resignation letter of the prin-
cipal.

The health department
had already removed Dr San-
jay Bashishth, medical super-
cum vice-principal (MSVP)
and head of the chest medicine
department from the hospital.

road, to supportnationwide
agitation due to theinaction
by Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment at R G Kar Hospi-
tal."

Appeal people toback the
protest, he said, "I appeal
public to support this as it
was crime on human body
not just on doctor."

The AIIMS in a statement
said, "In view of the resident
strike on 12 August, admin-
istrative rounds were con-
ducted to find out the status
of various patient care services.
Emergency services are run-
ning heavier than normal
with all residents attending
to their duties and backed
up by their respective faculty.
The Emergency OPD census

The KP, on the other hand,
has also transferred an assis-
tant commissioner of police,
who was in charge of security
at the teaching hospital.
Prof Ghosh’s tenure in R
G Kar Medical College Hospital
has been marked with alle

till noon is 224."

The premier institute said
ICUs are functioning as per
normal with all residents
attending to their duties.

On OPD, the AIIMS said,
"The total registration of
OPD patients on 12 August
was 4053 as against the aver-
age of6,500in the main hos-
pital on Mondays. A total of
203 admissions have been
done against an average of
280 bynoon. Elective admis-
sions have been suspended
but emergency admissions
are being done."

Surgeries in OTs are
restricted to vital elective
cases and emergency cases
only, it added.

Doctors at the RML Hos-
pital staged protest. Holding
placards, they shouted slogans
demanding CBI probe over
the matter.

One of the protesting doc-
tors said, "The culprits should
be hanged. All the authorities
should resign immediately."

Talking to a news agency
FORDA India president Dr
Aviral Mathur said, "This
incident is condemnable.
Everyone should condemn
this." "We demand CBI probe
into this incident. We demand
compensation (for the victim).
We don't want patients to
suffer. Our demand should
be addressed," he said.

gations of large scale cor-
ruption.

He was reportedly trans-
ferred to Murshidabad from
R G Kar Medical College in
September 2023 but returned
to his old position within a
fortnight.

SIT questions4 docswho had dinnerwithvictim

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of Kolkata Police,
formed to probe the Friday’s
rape and murder case of
the 31-year-old postgraduate
trainee (PGT) doctor of chest
medicine department at R
G Kar Medical College Hos-
pital, interrogated four other
junior doctors on Monday,
who had dinner with the
victim at the incident
spot.

According to the ongoing
initial investigation con-
ducted by police, the PGT
victim along with four other
junior doctors had dinner
together at the hospital and
later she went to sleep inside
the hall at midnight. They
had ordered the food through
an online delivery system.

The SIT members inter-
rogated the junior doctors

Sources at Lalbazar
said, the SIT investi-
gators interrogated
the junior doctors,
including reportedly
three doctors and
one intern of theR G
Kar Hospital to know
details of chronologi-
cal events till the din-
ner was over

for more than a couple of
hours today at Lalbazar.

Civic volunteer Sanjay
Roy, aresident of Sambhu-
nath Pandit Street in the
southern part of Kolkata,
has been arrested so far in
this case. He has been
remanded to police custody
by a court.

Sources at Lalbazar said,
the SIT investigators inter-
rogated the junior doctors,

including reportedly three
doctors and one intern of
the R G Kar Hospital to know
details of chronological
events till the dinner was
over.

The investigators also
wanted to know whether
the four medical profes-
sionals had noticed any
abnormal and suspicious
happening during the night
on Friday.

The SIT is also looking
for the delivery man, who
had supplied food to the
doctors, including the vic-
tim.

Vineet Kumar Goyal, com-
missioner of police, standing
beside the chief minister at
Sodepur told reporters, “We
have created a helpline num-
ber. If anyone wants to share
names of other suspects in
the case can do so through
this number. We will keep
their names secret.

Trinamul slams NCW ex-chieffor commentson docdeath

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

Former National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW)
chief Rekha Sharma, on
Monday, demanded Presi-
dent's Rule in state after
therape and murder of the
postgraduate trainee in
Kolkata’s state-run hospi-
tal.

Sharma said, "A police
volunteer committed the
rape and murder of a woman
inside a hospital. Ifa doctor
isn’t safe evenin a hospital,
where can they be safe?
Women are not secure in
West Bengal. This is yet
anotherincident that high-
lights the lack of safety for
women in West Bengal - a
state where the Chief Min-
ister herself is a woman."

Demanding the case to
be transferred to the CBI
for further probe, Sharma

said the police had signifi-
cantly delayed their response
in this case and that the
accused should have been
arrested on the very first
day.

The ruling Trinamul Con-
gress has reacted strongly
to the comments of the for-
mer NCW chief asking her
to first look into her past

Doctors intensify strike work across state hospitals

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

Hospital services in govern-
mentmedical colleges across
West Bengal were disrupted
on Monday as students, interns,
and postgraduate trainee
(PGT) trainee doctors threat-
ened to intensify their ongoing
cease-work programme in
both out patients departments
(OPDs) and emergency wards
demandingimmediate judicial
inquiry to probe rape and
murder of a woman PGT
doctor of chest medicine
departmentat R G Kar Medical
College Hospital.

Over the past three days,
junior doctors had been attend-
ing to emergency duties, but
from Monday morning, they
have ceased even those respon-
sibilitiesin most of the teaching
hospitals starting from R G
Kar Hospital, epicenter of the
trouble rocking the nation,
Medical College Hospital
(MCH), NR SHospital, SSKM
Hospital, Calcutta National
Medical College Hospital
(CNMCH), College of Medicine
and Sagar Dutta State General
Hospitalin the cityand others
in districts.

Different doctors’ forums,
students’ organisations and
civil society brought out protest
processionsin different parts
of the city showing solidarity
tothe agitatinginterns, junior
dortors and PGTs.

"We want an immediate
impartial judicial investigation
into the murder of our col
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Junior doctors hold placards as they protest against the alleged killing and rape of a doctor in RG Kar Medical government

hospital, in Kolkata on Monday.

league. Why should we wait
till Sunday? We want justice
and exemplary punishment
to those who are involved in
the heinous crime,” the protest-
ing doctors and students at
the R G Kar Medical college

SNS

Hospital said.

“We want capital punish-
ments for culprits and com-
pensations for the family of
themurder victim. We demand
the government must not give
any administrative portfolio

to Prof Sandip Ghosh in the
health department,” theysaid,
shouting slogans ‘no safety,
no duty.”

Theywould continue their
strike until their demands are
met.

“We are dissatisfied with the
current police investigation
and will continue our protest
until justiceis served and the
state ensures foolproof security
forall doctors and healthcare
workers," said a protesting

epaper.thestatesman.com

junior doctor from R G Kar
Medical College and Hospi-
tal.

Asenior health department
official at Swasthya Bhaban
said that senior doctors, includ-
ingmedical officers have been
asked to attend patients in
emergency wards in all gov-
ernmentmedical colleges till
the crisis is over.

“We are making appeal to
the agitating junior doctors
and PGTs to exempt emer-
gency services from their
protest programmes consid-
ering the plight of critical
patients,” the official said
requesting anonymity.

The body of the woman
post-graduate trainee was
found inside a seminar hall
of the hospital on Friday
morning. A civic volunteer
was arrested on Saturday in
connection with the crime.

The Federation of Resident
Doctors' Association of India
(FORDA) has endorsed the
strike and called for anation-
wide halt of elective services
on Monday, informing the
Union health ministry of their
decision.

The West Bengal Doctors
Forum has also appealed to
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee for an impartial inquiry
committee to investigate the
rape and murder of the doctor.
Additionally, they have
demanded increased security
for doctors and health workers
across the state and capital
punishment for the perpe-
trator.

records.

“Rekha Sharma should
be the last one to speak on
the safety of women. During
her tenure as NCW chief
she was deeply biased,
maligned Opposition-ruled
states and turned a blind
eye to crimes committed
in BJP-ruled states.”

“How can one forget her

role in Sandeshkhali? She
was one of the main con-
spirators and sold the dignity
of Sandeshkhali for Rs 2,000
so that her masters in BJP
canreap political benefits,”
said Trinamul national
spokesperson Dr Shashi
Panja, slamming Rekha
Sharma.

Party spokesperson Dr
Riju Dutta posted on his X
handle: “Do you even check
before posting any stuff on
social media or for the sake
of pleasing your masters
you just vomit filth. Stop
playing vulture politics.”

Why don't you ask your
Malik to resign for the inter-
national shame he has
brought to our nation by
remaining mum on Manipur
and siding with rapists
against our Desh Ki Betis.
Rapists Recruiter like you
shouldn't be talking of
women's safety. Period!”

Cong’s Alka Lamba
speaksoutonKolkata
doc'smurder

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

In the wake of the recent
rape and murder of a female
doctor in Kolkata, All India
Mahila Congress President,
Alka Lamba on Monday
slammed rising crimes
againstwomen in the coun-
try.

Slamming the audacity
of the perpetrators amid
the growing anger and out-
rage in the country, she
said, “There is no fear, no
dread.”

“How can they have the
courage to rape a medical
student and then murder
herwithin the college prem-
ises? Such confidence indi-
cates that the criminals
believe they are untouch-

able," she said.

Lamba criticised chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
for herrepeated assurances
of justice and said such
assurances will not bring
the girl back to life.

“Our daughter will not
return. Itis deeply frightening
that a gang-rape involving
a doctor has taken place. I
want to know how justice
can be served. To make a
real impact, focus on pre-
venting such crimes from
occurring anywhere, whether
in Delhi or West Bengal,"
the Congress leader said.

Lamba added, "There is
a demand to transfer the
investigation to the CBIL
But how many cases have
been successful in the

past?"
. L : L]
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Rahul Gandhi following China’'s orders,
says Union Minister Bandi Sanjay

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 12 AUGUST

Questioning the alleged
silence of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on the unrest
in Bangladesh, Union Minister

lﬁ

of State for Home Bandi San- I: N

jayKumar on Monday alleged |

thathe was following China’s i * l -

orders. ) “ 0
Alleging that Rahul Gandhi  was not opening his mouth

on the ongoing repression
in Bangladesh, he said the
Leader of Opposition was
implementing China's
designs.

Talking to media persons
during the Tiranga rally in
Karimnagar, he said the Con-
gress leader was "speaking
the language of his uncle
Sam Pitroda".

gress party created a wedge
between peoplein the name
of caste, religion and region
and divided the country by
adopting the policy of minority
appeasement.

Healleged thatas aresult
of former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘anarchy
andill-advised policies’, lakhs
of peoplelost their lives and

BaniSanjaysaid the Con-  crores became homeless.

TENDER

1, M.M, Feeder Road,
Rathtala, Kolkata-56
Date : 12.08.2024

Kamarhati Municipality |
Memo No - 289/KM/PW/24-15

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are irnvited by the Chairman, Kamarhati Municipality, North 24
Parganas for Purchase of One Mahindra Dead Body Carrier Van at
Eamarhati Municipality area under BEUP Fund
Tender ID No. - 2024_MAD_732369 _1
NIT No. - WBMAD/KM/PW /BEUP/NIT-39(e)/23-24 (3™ Call)
Bid submitsion start date : 13.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.
Rid submizsion end date - 27.08.2024 a1 5.00 P.M.
Bid opening date ; 29.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.

N.B : For detalls and any other information, please visit Gowvt. website
http://wbtenders.gov.in this advertisement is also given

E’f] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY gz

E-Tender Na. PRY J-Sig-20-2024-25
E-TENDER NOTICE

Sangr Devmsonal Sognal & Telsoommunication Enginesn'Coonenaticntarth Cantral
Radway! Prayagra), for and on behall of the President of india, invite E-TEMDER on
proscribed form for e following wiorks up o 12.00 his. on 02.00.2004. The datails
ol s Tandadr 5 B8 wuncder

SMC 14 Tender Mo, | PRYJ-5ig-20-2024-23, Mame of Work: Telecom work in
connechon with construction of type WV duplex quarter af Loco oolony, Prayagra)
consiruction of mult- disciplinary training nstibte af Subsdargunj. Concaaling ol
S4T cables in 5S4 rooms of division, and regirdering of Bridgs Ma 05 LUP and Down
al Khl-79 by 1224

Data . D8-08.2034

Approx. Cost of work [T} : 6603 134/
Cost of Tender Form (T) @ 05

Bid Security (¥} : 1,32 100/
Completion Period : 08 months

Date of Closing of tender © 02 09 2024

(2] Availability of tender form - Tender forms are availlable on Wahw ireps gov.in
21 days prioe fo date of opening of the lender. [3) Time date & place of cpening of
tender - Tender will be opened throuwgh E-fender at office of Divisional Raibway
Manasney, Prayages] on of after pre determensd date af 12.30 houwrs. In casa
fender opening date happens fo be holiday, Tenders will be openad on the next

Wayanad landslides: Body parts
recovered in massive search ops

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KALPETTA, 12 AUGUST

he extensive search

operations, involv-

ing the public and

the victims' relatives,
to find the people who are
still missingin the landslides
that hit Churalmala and Kan-
dakkai areasin Wayanad on
July 30, continued on Mon-
day

Two body parts were
recovered from Munderi and
Kottupara near Chaliyar river
during the search.A human
skull and another body part
were recovered near the
Soochipparawaterfalls. The
remains were taken first to
the Nilambur district hospital
and then to Kalpetta.

The search operation
teams include police, fire
and rescue teams, volunteers,
youth groups, public and
survivors. The search is con-
centrated in sixzones, includ-

and Kanthanpara. The
Authorities have included
four members from each
reliefcamp toaidinlocating
and identifying missing indi-
viduals .Cadaver dogs are
being used to find bodies
trapped under debris. In this
connection,, aspecial camp
toretrieve official documents
of the landslide survivors
who lost everything, was
launched in the disaster -hit
areas in wayanad on Mon-
day

g '..
d.
T T

teams deployed in Soochipara |

N, *_'fu.._
died in the disaster, but were
not identified, started being
available since Monday. Last
week amass burial of uniden-
tified bodies and numerous
body parts took place and
each of the graves has been
numbered. The survivors will
be able to identify their near
and dear ones after the DNA
results are received

Revenue Minister Rajan
further said the government
will ensure the temporary
rehabilitation of those staying
in the camps in the month of
August itself.<

The Ministersaid that the

for the rehabilitation of the
victims of the Wayanad disaster
and there isno need to worry
in that regard. The first step
isto transfer the victims tem-
porarily torented housesand
government quarters providing
with household appliances,
he said

In this connection, the
Kerala Bank on Monday decid-
ed to write off all the loans
disbursed from its Chooralmala
branch, considering the excep-
tional situation in landslide-
hit areas in Churalmala and
Mundakkai in Wayanad .

The bank will write off
loans of borrowers from the
Chooralmalabranchwholost
their lives, homes, and prop-
erties in the disaster .This
comes as a relief for those
affected by the massive land-
slides and lost their way of
life. Though the volume of
loans disbursed from the
Kerala Bank’s Churalmala
branch is unclear, the loans
availed by the individuals
in the area may come to a

http://Kamarhatimunicipality.org. Chalrman
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JHARKHAND BLJILI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED r?ﬁi

(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001702)

Ht"j_hll.'rt*{l office :-ENGINEERING BUILDING, HEC, DHURWA, RANCHI-4,
FAX No. 0651 — 2400799, email - cere_jseb@yahoo.co.in
{Department of Rural Electrification)

Emergent Short E-Tender Notice
( Through e-procurement mode only www,jharkhandienders.gov.in)

Unling emergent short e-tender s nvited by General Manager {RP, JBYNL for Electrification of un-¢lecirilied partial
clectnficd Habitation' Tolas Hewscholds of Particularly Yulnerable Tribal Group (PYTG) and Contiguoes (o VTG
of Jharkhand State on fully tumkey basis under RDSS for following Electric Supply Areaof JBVNL as detailod below
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Dhate of opening ol price part will be notified alter weehnical bid Evaluation, The tender documents will be
avatlable i websate weorw, phurk hondtenders. povan, Tender Fee and BEMD will be recetved throwgh onling mode only
Bidders can use intemet banking facility for faster processing of tender fee and EMD. Alematively, Bidders can use
NEF T/RTGS challan genemited for the tender from jharkhondienders, gov.in portal and upload payment evidence [ details
along with bid documents

Refund will only be issued o the originated bank seeount used for ithe payment of Tender Fee and EMID, So,
Budders are advised NOT to close Bunk Account used for onling payment/ (NEF T/R TGOS ol lender foe pnd EMD

No Hard copy'physical copy is required 1o be submitted for tender opening /Evalustion. However,
f']l-.FutTn ont may a5k omgmal documents for venTicaton before award of coniract
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ing Mundakkai, Chooralmala, Meanwhile, state Revenue
Punchirimattam, and along  Minister KRajansaid thatthe
the Chaliyar River, withspecial DNA testresults of those who

government has a clear plan  tune of Rs 29 crores.

JALPAIGURI MUNICIPALITY
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

The Executive Officer, Jalpaiguri
Municipality invites e-tender on
Online mode as per given NIT. The
tender details as given below:

WBMAD / JM / Water Works / eNIT
No. 06 / 2023-24 (2nd Call) SI. No.
1&2.

Bid submission end date extended
up to: 19-08-2023, 5-00 p.m.

Details of e-N.I.T. and Tender
Documents may be downloaded
from www.wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Officer
Jalpaiguri Municipality

(THYEr @ Felre)

1, M.M, Feeder Road,
Rathtala, Kolkata-56
Date : 12.08.2024

Kamarhati Municipality

Memo No - 291/KM/PW/24-25

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are invited by the Chairman, Kamarhati Municipality, North 24
Par%anaa for different work within Municipal area under 15" Fin, 14™ Fin
& 5" SFCFund
NIT No. - WBMAD/KM/PW /15" Fin/NIT-30(e)/23-24 (3™ Call)
Tender IDNo. - 2024 _MAD_732769_1,2
Bid submission start date : 13.08.2024 at 5.00 P-M,
Bid submission end date : 20.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.
Bid opening date : 22.08.2024 at 5.00 .M.
M.B : For details and any other information, please visit Govt. website
http://wbtenders.gov.in this advertsement s also given
http://Kamarhatimunicipality.org e—
Kamarhati Municipality

e AR @ e v anen § 1 qiism a2, O
14 @4 0o w0 §ohigs vy umw qual), wren A, FrEn e ()

A e afA 2014 A At g dEew (efrorom) o Eup oy e e J"‘Q& JALPAIGURI
A W ATET OT TS HO 14 /21 TR 9:10.3;11 ol O ST ) o ‘\._g;i ; s

§ - & e ice Inviti n
TRl B ||'|1'[rll w0 HIdHET Tixid WA= @7 W] W $9Tae ) 1 TR+

NIT Id : 2024 DHE 732008 1
For Details visit College
Website www.accollege.in
e-NIT no.
ACE/E-TEND/24-25/001

areren & | Tt ST B TR W *|-'frrr| MO R s
wrdarfen fian o s )

AT AT T HRITT | OSETOR B 1 SuRTeR ST
SR W T 6 W wwa /T e R gt sniwrs @ wrten
et o il w0 o 9% wea o et [een & aee

L ’IrtIl 1 251

1. qfcres apdherm paen G431 T063TE Dated 12.08.2024
2 qfera Sunders (3o) THE | B4T1182113 For Bid submission please log
3 arprEa gfere garfieTd e — aa31706202 in www.wbtenders.gov.in
4 T T, wEe - BEABE0B06 Sdj.
Eﬁ”' sodtere, Principal

el

PR 332559 (Police)24-25'D Ananda Chandra College

ANANDA CHANDRA COLLEGE

RFAVS [AIH1R, At B [t

HraEs Aia &1 saEa
geita asen, a3 AREINEY Had, HHEHIE%E‘ Enﬁﬂa. WITHS - 815301

§—Prfrar o —06/R2/2024-25/RWD/EE/GIRIDIH f" AT® — 10.08.2024 WA T
T IS Ifw BIE BT Fr=iteres & oA e-procurment 9510 | FRET smitSe o and g |

N

LR

;hu '_.yrﬁ.lﬂ]é‘rr:i--ﬁ‘zrv* [ u_r_.{-n_r;__‘m a (e ) | H:L_ _L'_.:H '
e -!H_-Jn. / T3 I T A s I Rl Hid
HET m ] FaE] | e
- qrate BE | | HTATd TS
R“?:IJ}WIE'_:” Y| aw ooy Fmie w1 | 9%,95.900.00 | TUFE FAN | 06 WE | YOG
ik (Fio—1.000 fHowo) | 1 ¥ w0 93
2 duEEe | fAiaer werem & G- 14.08 2024
3 &-FifEm mity %1 sifom {03 990 21.08.2024 AI99IET 5.00 T °F |
4. [AfEe aga= 31 B w9 59— 23.08.2024 ATIEA 3.30 74 |
5 FAflar amifEe s ara gaifeE) & o= oY g — ST st andtey s e s

aavEd, itde, geitn o, o TEmTTa wa, warerE, Mivde, snave - p1san

5 i-Fifts e = ST F0— 06532225381
e -..rFr-r.r:'.' # forg duemde www. jharkhandienders. gov.in 9 @wn @ wawmn &
SrUTE® sfed,
uvefrer wrd
PR 332570 REQ (24-25) D ard wvea, Mftde

CHHATTISGARH STATE POWER DISTRIBUTION CO. LTD.

(AGIWERNSMENT OF CHHATTISGARH UNDERTAKING) (A SUCCESSOR COMPANY OF CSER)

(VO THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, (CC-I), RAIPUR
Website -www.cseb.govin (ifice Mall 1D - sece.raipuric cspe.co.dn Phone No, 0771-2574800, 2574801 Fax Mo, 0771-1574805

NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROGU E-BIDDING
E-temders are invited experience & Eligible Contractors for hiring ol new velicle capacity 01 ton pick-
uputihity vehele for ench FOC attending HT/LT muintenance, FOC work, DO, TMC works & Revenue
realization work 1.¢. RO/DC work for continues 24 Hrs. 03 shifts round the clock 8 hours to 16 hours, 16
howrs to 24 hours and 0 hours to 8 howrs slong with 02 extrn drivers, as per terms & conditions enclosed
Each shift consisting of 01 driver, vehicle should be commercial tax paid vehicle copacity 01 ton pick-up/
utility vehicle along with ladder not below than TATAACE. Rehever for driver in cach shatt will be provided
by the contractor. All running expenditure ol vehicle will be borme by contractor. Mobile charges will also be
bome by the contractor, The contmet work will be os per guidelines of CSPDCL., The New Indder pick-up (01
ton vehicle will be hired for a period of 03 years, Normally the period of contract will be 3 Years on the
manthly rate basis. The CSPDCL resérves the right to extend the term ol contract period for further 1.5 years
al th-. same rate, terms & condition on mutual undersis nding between CSPDCL & contractor,

1, M.M. Feeder Road,
Rathtala, Kolkata-56
Date : 12.08.2024

Kamarhati Municipality

Memo No - 290/KM/PW/24-25
E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited by the Chairman, Kamarhati Municipality, North 24

Parganas for publishing the tender notice in the following leading daily

newspaper for rate/cm’

N.LT. No. - WBMAD/KM/NIT-02{e)/24-25 (3" Call)

Tender ID No. - 2024_MAD_732719_1

{a) Ananda Bazar (b) Telegraph (g} Times of Indla (d] Statesman

(] El Samay (I} Sangbad Pratidin (g Bartaman (k) Khabar 365 din

(1) Aajikal [} Sanmarg (k] Prabhat Khavar

Bid submission start date : 13.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.

Bid submission end date : 20.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.

Bid opening date : 22.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M.

N.B ; For detalls and any other information, please visit Gowt. webslte

http://whtenders.gov.in this advertisement s also glven

h’!‘!ﬂﬂﬁmﬂ_lfh!ﬂ!‘ﬂ!!ﬂﬂﬂi_umﬂ!! Chalrrman
Eamarhati Municipality

NOTICE INVITING

e-Tenders are invited vide
e-NIT No.: 05 / KCK-Il PS /
2024-25,
2024, by the EO, Kaliachak-

Kaliachak-1l PS, Govt. of j; gggj—mg—;ggf;—x

V\_/eSt Bengal' Intendmg The abov_ement_ioned te;ders estimated

bidders are requested to amount below Rs. 10 lakh so I.T. Return,

visit the website: ESI and EPF .reglstratlon paper docu-
X ments not required.

www.wbtenders.gov.in / Chairperson

www.malda.gov.in for Jalpaiguri Municipality

details. Last date of tender
submission: 22-08-2024 up
to 15-00 hours respectively.

e-TENDER NOTICE

Chairperson, Jalpaiguri Municipality
invited Corrigendum Notice vide Tender
ID No.

1) (2024_MAD_721572_1)
2) (2024_MAD_721722_1)
3) (2024_MAD_722437_1)
4) (2024_MAD_722466_1)
5) (2024_MAD_722477 1)

E-TENDER

Dated: 12-08-

PS, Malda on behalf of

MORE TENDER ADS

Sd/- E.O. ON PAGE 5 & 13

Kaliachak-ll PS, Malda

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Rallway Manager (Works) N .C. Rallway, Jhansi for and behalf of
Prasidenl of India inviles sealed "Upen Tendor™ fhrough on Ling (E- Tendaering | for
the following work,

E Tlm:ilr Hﬂ JHE—E HGG-J"I-'EI Eﬂi-l 1H

Approx Cost Earnost Monoy Date of chosing Tender

1838650633 241900, 00 03.09 7024 ol 15:00 hrs.

Deascription of work : Virangana Lakshmibat Jhansl - Construction of B units HB
| 11 Siaff quarters in lisu of Ddapsdaied RB | quarisns in wes! colony Jhans

[ Date of Completion/pariod from lssue scceptance letter @ 12 Months
« Tandor online can be submiled up o 15:00 hra on 03.00.2024. « For ful
dolalles and submission of bl ploass soe tha Indian Hadways webiils

warw. lreps. gov.in 1429724 (D

g CPRONCH

: || Maorth cantral rallveays EF wew ncrindisndaliways goy in

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. 6320242025 Dated: 08.08.2024

E-Tender Notice
Divisional Ralkway Manager (Enganaanng ) Narth Cantral RalbwayPrayagra), for
and on behall of the President of India. invites the followsng E-Tender on
prascribed form for the following works up io 13:30 hrs. On 04.09.2024 The
detaiks of the tendars are as under

SM.: 1- Tender No.: 153, Name of Work: Consiruction of Knowledpe develpmeni
centre al GMC Yard undar ADENHOUTNE

Approx Cost of Work (T); 45,56,904.56 Earnest money (T) : 91,100.00
Completion Perlod: 04 Months Date of Dpening of tender: 0408 2024

Similar work for Eligibility Criteria @ Nil

N | Tender Na. Name of work Value of EMD | Lastdate & | Due date of
N contract | Amount | Time of Opening
submission

L | ~of bids

| TFF-I_'-'LI.J-l_-IrJ' EE City D, L.nt L'.:f?:E‘!ZJ{:'L Raipur for 13040500/ | 130500 | 12082024, | 02,09.2024,
RFX N, (4 numbers FOC:« Civil line, Daldal upto 1:30 PM | upto 2:00 PM
$IO003RTIL | Seoni, Shankar Nagar & Amasconi Raipur

2 [ TR-2024 41 | EE City Dn. West, CSPDCL Raipur for | : T

o y { o | 1305000 | 12:082024. | 02.05.2024,

RFX No. (4 numbers FOC:- |Lﬂ{lg|.'ll':l|!1|'h.:l1;3. DD 130405007~ | 130500 upto 1:30 PM | upto 2:00 PM
B00038712 | MNagar, Lakhenagar & Tikarapara Raipur

). | TR2024.42 | EE City Dn. South, CSPDCL Ruipur for | 50505 | 139500 | 12.08.2024, | 02092024,
REX ."~|n. (M numbers FOC:- Purena, Rawanbhatd, upto 1:30 PM | upto 2:00 PM

| 310038714 | Agncutiure College & Deopun Raipur | i |

4 “'E-I_"'Llll-l_-l."i EEC ity Dn, Central, CSPDCL Hulpd.r 3040500 | 130500)- 17018 224, (02.09. 2024
RFX N, |1I'|r (4 numbers I-';.I!f. Canj, H.udh.apur upto 1:30 PM | upto 2:00 PM

| BIDOO3RTIS | Navapara & Shastri chowk Raipur

BH.: 2- Tendar No.: 154, Name of Work: Pra and post tamping frack
measurement Sureey using Trimble Gedo Vorgys trolley system batween CHEB-
RHEH Em_lmn under ADEMNLinatCMNE

Approx Cost of Work (¥); 55,13,258.64 ] Earnest money (1) : 1,10,300.00

Enmplﬂhﬂ and. b4 Months l Date of ﬂp-nlng iof hnd-r. 04, (o :uz-

www cseh govin, www.espdel.coin and ebidding http:/cijsrp.cspdel.codin. Last date and time of

F'he Tender document can also be downloaded from CSPDCL's official website mentioned above, The cost

(ML.K. Verma- 89373680)
Superintending Engineer

City Circle-1, CSPDCL: Raipur

be deposited by online through e-biddimg

411173

“save enerpy for benefit of self and Nathon”

Details of Tender, Technical Specifications, Terms and Conditions et arg available on our website

Simllar work for Elgibdlity Criteria : Enginsering survey of Rallway lina/Rosdway
8M.: 3- Tender Mo.: 155, Name of Werk: Kanpur-Panlki:- Siablisaton of osss on
high embankment on iied line under ADEN/Lina/CHNE

submission of bid = on 02.09.2024 up o 01:30 P.M. and due date of opening 15 on 02.09.2024 at 02:00 .M.

Approx Cost of Work (7): 4,55,42,246.18 |Elr1‘|-i|1munbym 3,77,700.00

= L =
Cnmplalh:m Period: 12 lul-:rnlm I.'.l.lll- of Opening of mn.:m 4,':4 n-n zm

of required Tender fee {which is not refundable) of Rs, S000/- including GST and EMD for each tender may

Similar work for Eligibility Criteria : Earth work in formation

epaper.thestatesman.com

Note:- (1) Tender on line can be submitied up to 13:30 hre. on. 04.09.2024. (2)
The complate informaton along with tander document of above E-Tenders ans
available on Webgile wwnw ireps.gowvin up to 13:30 hrs. on the due dale of
lendar apening Lo, 04.09.2024, 141924 (MG)

(] Noren centn @ CPRONCR

1 FERIWIEGS TR g

a &
il weanw! nerindueralleayi govin 5
!

iirniradwy



&
India

The Statesman

KOLKATA, TUESDAY 13 AUGUST 2024

Hindenburgreport: Cong takesjibe

at SEBI, reiterates demand for JPC

JairamRameshalleged that SEBI'sinability to close two of its24 probes delayed the publication of its findings

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

he Congress on

Monday took a jibe

atthe Securities and

Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) in the wake of
Hindenburg Research report
againstits Chairperson Mad-
habi Puri Buch and reiterated
demand for the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee (JPC)
over the matter.

The US-based short seller,
on Saturday, alleged that
"Buch and her husband
Dhaval Buch had stakes in
obscure offshore entities
used in the Adani money
siphoning scandal."

The couple in ajoint state-
ment on Sunday, dismissed
the Hindenburg report as
an attempt at “character
assassination” following
SEBI’s recent enforcement
action and show cause notice
issued to the US-based short
seller.

Congress general secretary
in-charge of Communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said,

"In its 11th August 11,
statement on the on-going
investigations into certain
financial transactions of the
Adani Group, the SEBI has
sought to project an image
of hyperactivity, stating that
ithasissued 100 summons,
issued 1,100 letters and
emails, and examined 300
documents containing 12,000
pages. This must have been
very exhausting, but it diverts
attention from the core issues

involved. Actions matter,
not activities."

Claiming that on 14th
February, 2023 he had written
to the SEBI Chairperson urg-
ing SEBI to ‘play its role as
the steward of India’s finan-
cial markets on behalf of
the crores of Indians who
have faith in the fairness of
India’s financial markets,
Ramesh said, "I never
received a reply."

Referring to the Supreme
Court (SC), hesaid, "On 3rd
March, 2023, the SC directed
SEBI to expeditiously con-

Centreissuesguidelinesfor Implementing'Model
SolarVillage’under PM-Surya Ghar: Mutft Bijli Yojana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

The Centre has notified the
scheme guidelines forimple-
mentation of ‘Model Solar
Village’ under PM-Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana.

Under the scheme com-
ponent 'Model Solar Village',
emphasis has been laid on
creating one Model Solar
Village per districtacross India,
with the goal of promoting
solar energy adoption and
enablingvillage communities
tobecome self-reliantin meet-
ingtheirenergyneeds. A total
financial outlay of Rs 800 crore
has been allocated for this
component, providing Rs 1
crore per selected Model Solar
Village. In order to be con-
sidered a village under the
competition mode, a village
mustbe arevenue village with
apopulation size above 5,000
(or 2,000 for special category
states). The selection process

==
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e
involves a competitive mode
where villages are assessed
on their overall distributed
renewable energy (RE) capacity
installed on 6 months after
the declaration of the potential
candidate by District Level
Committee (DLC).

Thewinningvillagein each
district, with the highest RE
capacity, willreceive a central
financial assistance grant of
X1 crore. Theimplementation
of this scheme will be done
by State/UT Renewable Energy
Development Agency under
the supervision of District

BJP leader arrested for
misbehaving, intimidating
Madhya Pradesh CM's OSD

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 12 AUGUST

ABJPleader, whoisamember
of the MP BJP working com-
mittee, was arrested on
charges of creating, creating
ruckus, and misbehaving
with an Officer on Special
Duty (OSD) to Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Dr
Mohan Yadav at a party
function at Bhopal.

Accordingto sources, the
incident occurred during a
function at the 'Atal Behari
Vajpayee Institute of Good
Governance and Policy Analy-
sis' here.

BJP Working Committee
Member Hirendra Bahadur
Singh allegedly hurled abuses
and threatened the Institute’s
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Lokesh Sharma over some
issue. Sharma is an OSD to
MP CM Dr Yadav.

According to sources,
the incident occurred
during a function at
the 'Atal Behari Vaj-
payee Institute of
Good Governance and
Policy Analysis' here.

According to Kamla Nagar
police station Inspector Niru-
paPandey, acomplaintwas
lodged against Hirendra
Bahadur Singh in connection
with the incident on Saturday.

The police served anotice
to Singh after registering a
case and subsequently arrest-
ed Singh.

He was sent to judicial
custody.

Singh was charged for
abusing, threatening and
trying to disrupt a government
official from performing his
duties.

Wonderwhy Raj
Thackerayistryingto
target me: Sharad Pawar

AGENCIES
PUNE, 12 AUGUST

Nationalist Congress Party
(SP) President Sharad Pawar
on Monday expressed sur-
prise over Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief
Raj Thackeray’s ire towards
him and refuted the latter’s
allegations.

Two days ago (August
10), Raj Thackeray had
launched a broadside against
Sharad Pawar alleging he
was fuelling casteist politics
and along with former Chief
Minister and ShivSena (UBT)
President Uddhav Thackeray,
was attempting to foment
riots in the state ahead of
the Assembly elections in
October.

Simultaneously, the MNS

chiefhad avoided mentioning
therulingMahaYuti alliance
leaders, but patted Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) Pres-
ident and Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar for never speaking
about caste politics and hav-
ing a clean political image
on this front.

“Idon’tunderstand why
he (Raj Thackeray) uttered
my name two-three times
that day... I have no such
record and I would never
go down such a route... I
never diditand don’tintend
to in future. He further
claimed that I was trying to
obstruct his vehicle. But,
when I travel to several places
even my car was blocked by
some persons, so shall [ be
blamed for it now,” said a
miffed Pawar Sr.

Level Committee (DLC), ensur-
ingthatselected villages tran-
sition effectively to solar-pow-
ered communities, serving as
models for other villages across
the country.

The government approved
the PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana on 29 February with
theaim toincrease the share
of solarrooftop capacity and
empower residential house-
holds to generate their own
electricity. The scheme has
an outlay of Rs 75,021 crore
andistobeimplemented till
2026-27.

clude the investigation into
allegations of stock manip-
ulation and accounting fraud
against the Adani Group
within two months."

"Now, 18 months later,
SEBI hasrevealed thata crit-
ical investigation, likely
regarding whether Adani
violated Rule 19A relating
to minimum public share-
holding, remains incomplete.
The fact is that the SEBI’s
seeming inability to close
two of its 24 investigations
delayed the publication of
its findings for over a year,"
the MP said.

Attacking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Ramesh
said, "This delay conveniently
allowed the PM to navigate
an entire general election
without addressing his role
in facilitating his close friend’s
illicit activities. Despite the
Adani Group’s claims of
receiving a 'clean chit', SEBI
hasreportedlyissued show-
cause notices to several

Adani companies concerning
these allegations."

"However, the slow pace
of these investigations, espe-
cially compared to the swift
'justice' that the PM’s inves-
tigative agencies usually
deliver to opposition leaders,
remains inexplicable. More-
over, recentrevelations raise
disturbing questions about
SEBI'sintegrity and conduct
in investigating the Adani
Mega Scam," he said.

Referring to the recent
Hindenburgreport, the par-
liamentarian said, "SEBI,
long considered a trustworthy
global financial market reg-
ulator, is now under scrutiny.
It is shocking to discover
that SEBI Chairperson and
her husband invested in the
same opaque Bermuda- and
Mauritius-based offshore
funds where Vinod Adani
and his close associates,
Chang Chung-Ling and Nass-
er Ali Shaban Ahli, also invest-
ed."

Secretary, DEA says nothing turther
toadd on Hindenburg-SEBIissue

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Secretary, Department of
Economic Affairs, Ajay Seth
on Monday said that the
government had nothing
further to add on the Hin-
denburg-SEBI issue.

“Sebi has given a state-
ment. The Chairperson has
also made a statement...
There is nothing further to
be added by the govern-
ment,” Seth said while
addressing the media.

However, Union Minister
Giriraj Singh said Hindenburg
Research has defamed the
countryin alliance with Con-
gress and the "strictest
action" will be taken against
the US short-seller.

The Minister also came
down heavily on Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Jairam Ramesh.

"Thisis agangto defame
the country, Rahul (Gandhi)
and Jairam Ramesh. Hin-
denburg defames us. We
will not tolerate this insult
to the nation. These people
are enemies of the country.

Now strictest action will be
taken against Hindenburg,"
Singh said.

Calling Gandhi 'Bade
Baap Ka Beta', the minister
said: "Rahul does not know
anything about the state
and direction of the nation",
and cautioned that the coun-
trymen should "beware" of
such people who try to create
confusion and fear.

Notably, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, on Sunday
demanded a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
inquiry into the charges
against Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) chief Madhabi Buch

Pawan Khera questions Centre over
lack of Intelllgence on B'desh turmoil

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

On Monday, Congress’
National Spokesperson
Pawan Khera posed questions
to the Centre over the turmoil
and subsequent political
crisis in neighbouring
Bangladesh.

The senior Congress leader
asked why the Centre was
caught unaware on the coup
in the neighbouring nation
and why the Indian govern-
mentdid not have Intelligence
inputs regarding the possi-
bility of the students’ move-
ment leading to the violent
overthrow of the Bangladeshi
government.

He also asked what the
government was doing to
safeguard Hindus and other
minorities in the embattled
nation.

Speaking about former
Bangladesh Prime Minister

= - =

Sheikh Hasina's current
sojourninIndia after fleeing
from her nation, Pawan Khera
said, "The Government
should know what to do
regarding this matter. How
did such amajor coup happen
in Bangladesh which is our
neighbouring country and
the government which has
been in power for 11 years
had no information about
it?

“Surprisingly, this gov-
ernment had no Intelligence
inputs about what was going

to happeninaneighbouring
country before the crisis took
place.”

He urged the Union gov-
ernment to be transparent
about the measures it has
taken for the safety of Hindus
and other minorities in
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh was rocked
by nationwide protests over
job quotas.

Following the students’
agitation that turned violent
after police firingled to many
casualties, Sheikh Hasina

Natwar Singh made important contributions
to national affairs, says Sonia Gandhi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Congress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) Chairperson on Mon-
day condoled the death of
Former External Affairs Min-
ister Natwar Singh and said
he made important contri-
butions to national affairs.
In a condolence letter
addressed to Singh's wife
Heminder Kumari Singh,
Gandhi wrote, "Dear Hem,

Iwassorrytolearn that Nat-
war passed away. He has
been your life's companion
and loosing him must be
painful for you."

Recalling Singh's contri-
bution, the former Congress
president said, "He had a
full life with diverse interests.
Hewas active in many spheres
and made important con-
tributions to national affairs
in his professional career.
He will be missed by a wide

circle of friends."

The CPP Chairperson
added, "I send my sincere
condolences to you and your
family." The former External
Affairs Minister passed away
on Saturday in Gurugram
following an illness. Singh,
a former diplomat, served
as Minister of External Affairs
during the UPA regime in
2004-05.

He made his political
debut from Bharatpur in

Rajasthanin the early eighties,
where he contested the Lok
Sabha elections and was
elected to Parliament.

Singh was sworn in as a
cabinet minister in 1985.

He was born in Bharatpur,
Rajasthan, and joined the
Indian Foreign Service in
1953. The veteran politician
was fond of writing and
authored several books. He
was also awarded the Padma
Bhushan.

resigned as the country’s
Prime Minister and fled.

Following her resignation,
Bangladesh President
Mohammed Shahabuddin
dissolved the Parliament
and aninterim government,
headed by Nobel peacelau-
reate and noted economist
Muhammad Yunus, was
sworn in.

The Bangladesh Army
Chiefsaid that the situation
across the country was
improvingsignificantly and
normalcy would return soon,
even as Muhammad Yunus
slammed the attacks on
minorities and asked for
them to stop.

The Congress spokesper-
son also talked about the
launch of climate-resilient
seeds by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and accused
him of engagingin lip service
rather than taking solid steps
towards farmers' welfare.

in the latest Hindenburg
report.

The Congress leader
issued a stark warning regard-
ing the integrity of India's
stock market following the
latest allegations made by
Hindenburg.

Hindenburgon Saturday
launched a broadside against
markets regulator Sebi chair-
person Madhabi Buch, alleg-
ing she and her husband
Dhaval had stakes in obscure
offshore funds used in the
alleged Adani money siphon-
ing A day later, in a joint
statement, the SEBI chief
and her husband thrashed
all the allegations made by
the US short-seller.

2 corporators

booked for
thrashing
municipal officer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 12 AUGUST

Two women Corporators
and their family members
allegedly thrashed the Chief
Municipal Officer (CMO) of
Amarwada in Chhindwara
district of Madhya Pradesh
after alleging that the CMO
did notinvite them to a ‘Laadli
Behna Sammelan’.

The police registered an
FIR against nine persons
including the two Corporators
on the complaint lodged by
the CMO following the incident.
According to information,
Corporator Deepa Suryanashi
of Ward 6 and Corporator
Sanotshi Vanshkar of Ward 4
of the Amarwada Municipality
reached the ‘Laadli Behna
Sammelan’ at Amarwadayes-
terday and alleged that they
were not formally invited to
attend the event.

Five college students die in road accident in TN: Five stu-
dents of a private engineering college lost their lives when an

MUV had a head-on collision with a truck in Tamil Nadu.
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- TENDEAR NOTICE

a-Tender I Invilad by e EE,. RAAD-]I

PHE Die. on bahall of Governor of Wl

withe Ma! Mo, WEWPHED ) E L/ /NBtD- 0 MNis T
O af 24-75, |8, 3024 PHED 725818 1
ta LR Yard ighting arrangerment st ourn
pwes CHatrkct af Alpuwduar. Detals wil
be available Iin the websiie
whisnders.govin and  wiphed. gon i
Theie Lase gdats of submilasian af rendas s
23.08. 2074 wpls 1T 00HGurs Saf-fos
Ewvecutive Engineer, Martherm
PMechuanical Digislon-[§, PHE Dte

WCA- TH 1At | 4ol
wmeosil

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender Reference No. WieT_11 of
EE/RD/PHED of 1028-2025, Tender ID:
2024_PHED 726935 _1 to 29, Last date
far submission of Technical and Financial
Bid {online):- 230872024 upto 3:00 P.M.
Tender invited by the undersigned for
Additional Pipeline & other ancillary
works under Ralgan| Division, PHE Dte
All detalls avallable in webiite
hitpi//whtenders. gov.in &
www whphed gov.in 54/ Executive
Enginear, Ralgan] Division, PHE Die.,

urshidabad
li-

Govt. of West Bengal ica. Tiasesipens

GOVERMRESNT (8 WEST BiSUA
WHIEIPE e N1

e Tenders sfe ndied by Thee Disiuies
Engirsss, Raturghal (A-1) Diviioh wide #0010 T
Ma - WEDD/EE/BLGAY MATH FHRST
MO 0A4-25 & WRDDFEEBLGAS MATIR
SHRNET 1203425 on Behall of e
Gorwdrnegyr 0f Wedl Bengsl for Delling s
Instadanion of Twenly mhe foy ols i
operated LDTW of ene 150mem o] D0 ey and
Irstadation of Solar PhooeoRak Cell and
procunemend of matenad s WA formarinn
through s-Tondering from sligible bonaficds
oitsiders having wificient credeiis &

financial capachy Tor esecotion of work of

miler naturn. Details of WIT & Tomser

dotumends may by  dowriopded  froen
e Tendis 1Dk

1004 WRDD 731433 LiAs BBS0MES 00
1004 WROO_7I163A_15R+ B517106.00)
034 _WEDO_TITRAE_ TNy SOGS50E.00)
e submistsan start date i L1 08 74 Bom
LLIE] Hr & Bid ssfhmesmion end aeie s
JB0OR24 upta 1200 R Cortipeaiam
idder dham will e pablivhed in wedite oy

8- P, Ml akar |

Eudcutive |hginees

akirghat (A -] Divesian
IS TRIRABAEDY

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

IRRIGATION AND WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
NORTH IRRMGATION CIRCLE-N
BERHAMPORE, MURSHIDASAD
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
eN.LT. No. WBIW/SE/NIC-IL/NIT-
3(e)f2024-25
e-Tender is being invited by the
undersigned from the eligible bonafide
cortractors for 1 (One) no, work under
Nadia Irrigation Divislen under CS05
heead, Last date & time Tor submission of
Bl b 0205, 2024 up to 17:00 hrs. Other
detalls of tender notice may be seen at
website www whiwd gov.in &
hitps:f/whtenders,gaov.in
5df- Superintending Engineer, North
frrigation Cirele-ll, Berhampaore,
POA- T1R02403 2034

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE

NieT No. 13/80 of 2024-2%, Vide Mema
Mo, 2175/BD dt. 021.08.2024. Tender
referencae no

2175 BD NieT_13 eof 2034 35
Tenderid : 2024 PHED 727240 1108
Tender imdted by the undersigned for -
Prowiding functional Household Tap
Connectbon (FHTC) o the uncoversd
houtehold acwell as comert the mouzas
into Swajal Gram including laying of
UPVE pipe and allied works under
Augmentation work at Helencha,
Augmentation work at Kurulia,
Augmentation work at Ashudi,
Avgmentation work at Chhaygharia
{Zone-ll), Aupmentation of Rajbari [I-1),
Bugmentation of Masia and Nabaitya,
Augrnentation of Pifa & Augmentation
of Dakshin Debipur WS Schame within
the jurisdiction of Bongaon, Hasnabad &
Basirhat Sub-Division wnder Barasat
Division, PH.E. Dwe., (5L, Mo.-1 to B)
Closing date of submission of both
Technicad and Financlal bid {onling) =
4708 2024 3t 1.00p.mi; Detalts of Tendar
document and Its related
corrigendum/Addendum (i1 any) may be
obtained from the offlce of the
Esecutive Engineer, Barasat DOivisbon,
FHE.Dte. On working days during office
heours ar In webslte
hitp//www.whtenders.gov.in Sd/-
Ewecutive Engineer, Barasat Divisbon,
PHE Die oA TAXDAR{ IR0

CHOIYNIASENT 78 WS M)
WAL e NI T

v behall @l the Gosemor ol Wesl Demps
Ehe Exmpubhvs Englnssy (%11 Chinuare® [#&-1)
Lhwiibin, Chinkurah, Haoghsly ihale s-nil «ile
Mo, WRDDVEELAIHGY A6 & 771435 of E.El&-1)
insuras A~k Divislon & tender @
1028 WROD_73331v_1 b i anat

reneinting ot
w:Toivider e 1ha

100 WRDD TI3023_1
ffermmt  group  in

Empii il CUTURN T o T T
agmn e Far Corgoradon ol Mipeline Troen 0T
B LE & M- Orillng dif eewy Diity Tobs
sl sifdlEl LOFe-SeChini Piagidmise willEs
FHsaghly distrid. Wabkars of warks wjy fo 88 21
Afp, POHL D Lkl Dale o Onding sl ion
200 I0FS up Bl 1A M. DFialds may b= s
in tha webnia [
affice Motoe Bosrd.
S/
Esecuthee Engineerii-1]
Chinwufahif-|jlxvmicn

ICA- TTI9543) 2004

PWD TENDER/QUOTATION NOTICE
Evecutive Engineer, PW.D0e., Kolkata
Electrical Division,. invites e tender for
the work af * Dismantling of old existing
AL machines and SITC of 2Mos Mew
Ductabde type AL Machines in PR Dialit
Sahitya Academy at Hemanka Bhawan,
Sth Floor, under Writers Builldings
Erectrical Sub-Division, PWD" Yide e
lender no WHEPWD/EERED "M
13Q2ind/24-25. Tencder |d
1024 _WHBPWD_ 731201 _1. Bid
submissionend date s 21.08 2034 upto
12,00 P.M. Details of Tender documents
incl, Corrlgendum, Il any will be
avallable at website
httge fwhienders povin S5d/- Executive
Enginesr, PW.Dte Kolkata  Electrical
Divition

mmm?mwwm

Ho. US0104WB 1865560008
Corporate identity 1 154

Kolaghat Power Station
P.O. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137
Motice Invitin
| Ral. No.: WBPDCL / Tend-Adv/24- 28/KY
NIT No.: WBPDCL /KTPS/NIT/E3066/24-25

E-Tondar
JCC-F308

Date : 06.08.2024

E: Tirdars in hmnﬂwhdrhm;wmmnmnhymﬁﬂﬂmw
it e

|HTF$
| frond side and ground
lencing with area developmen

Companies in 2 Part bid systam for “Renovation al
r, staircase of ORC including structural vertical ganden &
{ aasl side. KTPP TS, Tender Document Download Start

| Data: 14,08 2004 a¢ 11.00 AM_ Bid Submission End Date: 04.09 2024 at 15.30 PM. Contact
| Person: Mr. Subkasis Das. Telephone No.: BI36904051. E-mall: co_kips@wbpdel. ooin

| For detaits please visit hitps: ‘whienders.gov.in

ILA- T15938( 102034

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

BCA- T1X060(2) I

GCNEHHMEHT OF WEST BENGAL
NIT Mo- mlw.fEE 11/ DOD fe-MIT- 15.1'2!'.121-]‘.':
Sealed tender s invited by the Executhw
Enginear-ll, Damodar Canal Division,
Cowft Compound, Purba Bardhaman on
Behall of The Governor of West Bengal

from the eliglble B resourceful
conirectors having sultickent credential
K financial capacity for thie eaecirticn of
work of stmilar nature. Detalls of KIT

may be downloaded Tram
wiwwowbilwd gowln on B from  13th
Auguat, 2024, Bid submissien end date
s 21/08/2024 ot 12:00 Mrs, (S-1).
Fendar o -3034 IWH 731223 1 (FOR 1
N, WORK|, Sdf- Exacutive Enginesr-ji,
Damodar Canal Diviglen, Court
Compound, Purba Bnrdhaman

IEA- T1HIZB{Iy2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

a-TENDER NOTICE
E-tendefrs are |nvited by The
Commiisloned al Palice Kolkata far
1) "Construction of shade at sand hath
groa for horees ol Kalkata Mounted
Police with allied work 1 B G Lines,
Eolkata-TO002T, during the year J025
074" ) “Tharough anternal repakring
E painting of Barrack 1 within the
compound of Bodyvguard Line, Kol
00029, during the year J024-2035°
§) “Special roil trestrment 1o Uhe roof ol
Topsla PS. and Trelfic Guard Building at
LOGA, Mew Park Streel, Kollkata-70001 7,
during the year 40.34-3125 " 4) “internal
repairing & painting work at Hare Strest
P&{Ground Floor], Kolkata, during the
yoar J004-2075" 8] "Thorough owtside
repairing of Ekbalpur PS main Building,
Kpliata, during the yvear I024-3035.°
The last date for submisslon of the
tenders is 2708 2024 upto 15,00 howrs
Thea MIT Document and other detaiis will
be available In the wabsite
www o whienders, gov.in 5df- for
Commisdiomer of Pollce, Kalkata

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Project Officer Cum District Welfare
officer, BCW & TD, Birbhum invites
Notice Inviting e-Tenders for 15 No.
of schemes for development of SC
community people under PM-AJAY
2023-24 vide e-NIT No. 15 /
BCWTD / Birb 2024-25. For Bid
submission and other details visit
www.wbtenders.gov.in For
starting date, last date of bid
submission and EMD amount refer
Tende Notice.
Sd/-
PO-Cum-DWO BCW & TD,
Birbhum

Memo No.104(3) / Inf (advt) / Bir
Dated:12-08-2024

1GA: T1 54D 210ed

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMIDA TENDER MOTICE

3423

Cwling Tender 18 iovited by the Execuirve
Engineer, KCD, RER Secior, KMDA, Tih
Ao, Block-A, Ushaye Bhaven, Sali
Lake City, Kolkota-T0000], om ielubde
memoiircethil, bonalide  amd |:'l.|.‘lt'rht'rr|.n]
Firmias | L TEEHET arsdliy il comerae s
Fowr the work, Mamé of Wark. Valas of (he
works Earmest  Maney, limse af
Compleibon, Comaogeway & seoctusl
restormbion work on all bridges st North
Kalkaia Zone under the coatrod of Kalyani
Construction Divigion, Roads & Brdgs
Sector, KMDA, Ra T 26,578/, Ra |4, 5320
U5 picaths, Last date & time al (haline
Bl smbmission: 2008 2024 Time: [4.00
has., for detmils contect the above office oo
st bodh weloates (KEMDA-391)
www kmila whogov.in

wiwww bteidersgovin goh. TiInazava0a4

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PASCHIMBANGA GO-SAMPAD BIKASH SANSTHA
(A GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL ORGANIZATION)

e-Tenders are invited by the Chief Executive Officer, PBIGSES, Sait Lake, Kolkata-

TOO106 for the following:

Destripthonalte ms Works

roofm, ncluding bowndary  wal

for bactariologicsl work{F™ call}

Tha dt‘[ﬂ”l"'ﬂ e-MNIT may be I:Ih'[dll'lt'd from the a- Ter'n.‘ll:r Portal
hitp./ Mwbtenders.gov.in 5d/- Chief Bxecutive Officer, R.B.G.5.8.5. ca- Traszspiaeas

epaper.thestatesman.com

Repairing of Destrict A Kl Bank /' Store
and 13.08.2004
construction of mternal road ot Dissrien AL
Kit Bank, PRG5BS, Fascham bMadnspur

Procwemant of Digital Compact Incubator

Bid submission | Bid submission
Starts on | Closes on

AR 024

13,08. 3004 J0.08.2034

Notice Invitin
| Red. No.: WBPDCL / Tend -Adv/ 34 357

NIT No.: WBPDCL /BTPS/NIT/E2427/24-25

| E-Tenders in prescribed format areirvited at hitps.'whisnders.gov.in by the

| | Geraral , BTPS, WBPDCL fom
{ aysiam for iring of used Economizes
| Tender Downigad

Start Date:13.08.2024 3 10.00 hes. Bhd Submission
End Dade: 05092024 &t 15.00 hrs. Contact Person: Mr Sujil Saha.
(Contracts]. Phone: 033 2684 2312, E-mail:

| For details piease visit: hitps: 'wilanders.gov.in

E-Tender
¢ 2301

__ Date: 06.08.2024

&5 Companies
| of Unit #5 Boller at

iry 2 (B Pt bidd
TPS.",

Dy. Ganeral
pontract bios@wbodel oo in
k- THIESS VIO

un.umm
Thlrmlanwlr!Ilﬁnn

P.0. Santaldih Thermal Plant, Dist. - Punulia, Pin - 723148

Natice Inviting E-Tender
Aat, No.: WBPDCL / Tend-Adv/24-25/STPS/CC -2215 Date: 08.08.2024 |
NIT No.: WBPDCL /STPS/NIT/E3652/24-25 1

E-Tencers in

escribed format are invited at hips /‘whtenders.gov.in by the General |

tem for |

Manager, 5T WEFDELEMMHWEWMIHEPMM
“Procursment of 8 no's 4TR capaci AC Machines under EM-OPH Dept,

|Emtdr.'ll1 T.RS". Tender Documant
Bid Submission

Start Date: 10.08.2024 ot 15:00 hrs. |

End Date: 02.03 2024 at 1500 hvs. Conlact Person: Mr. O . Biswas, |

.

| DGM (Purchass), STPS. Telephone No.: 08336904045 E-mail: dbiswas@wopdd. co.n |
Fﬂrnauhmm hltEs w

ICA- THISENTpI00 |
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Bank Scrutiny

he recent recommendations by the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF) for India to strengthen

scrutiny on the bank accounts of politically
exposed persons (PEPs) signify a crucial step in com-
bating corruption and enhancing transparency within
the financial system. While India has made commend-
able strides in aligning with global anti-money launder-
ing standards, the FATF’s focus on domestic political
figures underscores the persistent vulnerabilities that
need to be addressed. Politicians and government offi-
cials wield significant influence, and their financial
transactions are often intertwined with their public
duties. This proximity to power can make them suscep-
tible to bribery, corruption, and other illicit activities.
By implementing stricter checks on the bank accounts
of PEPs, India would be taking a proactive approach to
mitigate these risks.

The FATF’s call for more rigorous monitoring of the
sources of funds in these accounts and requiring senior
bank managers to approve new accounts for PEPs
reflects the need for heightened vigilance. Historically,
India has implemented stringent banking checks on for-
eign political figures, recognising the potential risks they
pose. However, the FATF’s emphasis on domestic PEPs
highlights the importance of not overlooking similar
risks within the country's borders. Corruption is not a
problem unique to foreign entities; it is deeply rooted
within the domestic political landscape as well. By
enhancing scrutiny on local politicians and their fami-
lies, India can ensure that its financial system is not
being exploited for personal gain by those in positions
of power. The timing of these recommendations is par-
ticularly significant. With state elections on the horizon,
the issue of political accountability is more pressing
than ever. The public’s trust in the political system is
eroded when there are perceptions of financial impro-
priety among those in power. By adopting the FATF’s
recommendations, India has an opportunity to rebuild
this trust and demonstrate its commitment to clean
governance.

However, the challenge lies in balancing the need
for transparency with the potential for misuse of these
regulations. There is a risk that enhanced scrutiny of
PEPs could be weaponised for political purposes, tar-
geting opponents or dissenting voices. To prevent this,
it is essential that the implementation of these measures
is done with utmost fairness and impartiality. The
FATF’s recommendation for senior bank managers to
approve new accounts for PEPs is a step in the right
direction, as it introduces an additional layer of oversight
that can help prevent abuse. India’s high level of com-
pliance with anti-money laundering laws, as recognised
by the FATF, is commendable. However, the areas of
compliance identified by the FATF, including the scruti-
ny of domestic political figures, should not be over-
looked. Addressing these gaps is essential for India to
maintain its standing as a responsible member of the
global financial community. By implementing more rig-
orous checks on the bank accounts of PEPs, India can
take a significant step towards reducing corruption and
ensuring that its financial system remains robust and
transparent.

Quake warning

ast week’s earthquake in southern Japan, while not

catastrophic, has reignited widespread fears of the

“Big One” ~ a term that has become synonymous
with a potential seismic disaster of unprecedented scale.
The magnitude 7.1 quake was quickly followed by a
warning from Japan’s meteorological agency, a first in
the country’s history, indicating an increased risk of a
major earthquake. This has left many in Japan, a nation
well-acquainted with the power of earthquakes, won-
dering whether this could be the precursor to the long-
dreaded event. Japan’s position on the Ring of Fire
makes it one of the most seismically active regions in
the world, experiencing multiple earthquakes each year.
Most of these tremors are minor, causing little or no
damage. However, the memory of past disasters, such
as the 2011 earthquake and tsunami that claimed over
18,000 lives, looms large in the collective consciousness.
The focus now, however, is on the Nankai Trough, a seis-
mic zone off Japan’s Pacific coast that has been the site
of several devastating earthquakes over the centuries.
Experts warn that there is a high probability of another
massive quake occurring in this area within the next few
decades. The issuance of the recent alert has sparked
debate about the effectiveness and accuracy of earth-
quake prediction. While advancements in seismology
have allowed for more sophisticated monitoring of seis-
mic activity, the ability to predict exactly when and
where a major earthquake will strike remains elusive.
The alert was not based on concrete evidence that a
large quake was imminent, but rather on a statistical
increase in the likelihood of one occurring. This has led
some to question the value of such warnings, arguing
that they may cause unnecessary panic without provid-
ing actionable information.

Yet, despite the uncertainty surrounding earthquake
predictions, the alert has served as an important re-
minder of the need for preparedness. In a country like
Japan, where the risk of natural disasters is a constant
reality, being ready for the worst-case scenario is not
just advisable ~ it’s essential. The response to the alert,
from local governments inspecting evacuation shelters
to individuals checking their emergency supplies, under-
scores the importance of maintaining a state of readi-
ness. While some may criticise the alert as overblown
or premature, it has nonetheless had the positive effect
of galvanising the public to take precautions. In a region
where the consequences of a major earthquake could
be catastrophic, even a small increase in preparedness
can make a significant difference. The lesson here is
clear: while we may not be able to predict earthquakes
with precision, we can and must be ready to respond
when they occur. Ultimately, the alert serves as a sober-
ing reminder of the ever-present threat posed by Japan’s
volatile geology. It is a call to action for both authorities
and citizens alike to ensure that they are as prepared as
possible for the next major seismic event ~ whether it
comes tomorrow or years from now.
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The System Gamed

Cost-cutting, apathy and plain laziness inspire us to keep aside our native intelligence,
and rely on dumb machines for even the most crucial tasks. The results are often
terrifying; crores of rupees are credited to a wrong bank account or some daily
wager receives an income-tax recovery notice for hundreds of crores of rupees, or
worse, a poor man is not able to collect his subsidised rations. Add to it, certain savvy
individuals who know how to capitalise on human weaknesses, as also the system's
loopholes, and you have a perfect recipe for a massacre of innocents

s we advance into the
digital age of the Anth-
ropocene Epoch, deci-
ion-makers place
more and more reliance on
computer programs, to the
exclusion of common sense, and
their own good judgement.
Often a computer decides a
human’s bona fides, and even
his identity. The computer’s
decision is final; there is no way
you can second guess, argue
with, or convince a computer.
Many of us have faced this situ-
ation; you are standing in a
queue for something, and if for
some reason the machine
rejects your case, the human
attendant can only express his
helplessness, and politely ask
you to come some other day.

Cost-cutting, apathy and
plain laziness inspire us to keep
aside our native intelligence,
and rely on dumb machines for
even the most crucial tasks. The
results are often terrifying;
crores of rupees are credited to
a wrong bank account or some
daily wager receives an income-
tax recovery notice for hundreds
of crores of rupees, or worse, a
poor man is not able to collect
his subsidised rations. Add to it,
certain savvy individuals who
know how to capitalise on
human weaknesses, as also the
system’s loopholes, and you
have a perfect recipe for a mas-
sacre of innocents.

According to RBI's Annual
Report for FY 2023-24 the num-
ber of bank frauds saw almost a
200 per cent increase over FY
2022-23, going up to 36,075 from
13,564. Sadly, cybercrime has
reached endemic levels; as a
result, police and other author-
ities simply ignore ‘small’ cyber-
crimes, leaving the common cit-
izen high and dry.

The above tally does not
include cases where a person’s
email or Facebook account was
hijacked, and the hijacker sent
requests to that person’s rela-
tives and friends for money. It
also does not include cases
where someone pretending to
be a police or customs officer
extorted money from people by
threatening to implicate them in
some crime.

Then, the charade of the
Nigerian prince offering gullible
people a share in his inheritance
is a recurring theme. To top it
all, there are Russian hackers
who launch ransomware attacks
on targets as diverse as hospitals
and dairies, paralysing their
computer systems, asking vic-
tims to cough up millions of dol-
lars, to have their computers
reactivated.

BlackSuit, the most notori-
ous of the lot, typically demands
ransoms ranging from US $1
million to US $10 million, with
payments in Bitcoin, and has
collectively sought over US $500
million, with the highest individ-
ual demand reaching US $60
million. The day one scam is
busted, another takes its place.

All such scams operate 24
hours a day, 365 days a year,
with almost a third of internet
users in India reporting cyber

threats. It would appear that
there are a number of young
men whose only vocation is
cybercrime. According to rep-
orts, classes offering training in
cybercrime have sprung up, in
places like Jamtara and Nuh.

Yet, cybercrime is only the
tip of the iceberg, the real prob-
lem is our penchant to adopt
shortcuts to game the system.
Recently, we witnessed wide-
spread cheating in a medical
entrance examination, where
exam hackers adopted methods
that could not have been imag-
ined even by James Hadley
Chase. No wonder,

clusions.

The root cause of such
shenanigans is the dire unem-
ployment situation in India.
According to the Harvard Busi-
ness Review: “India is in an
employment crisis ... Less than
half of the 950 million working-
age population is actually
employed, compared to 70 per
cent in other emerging mar-
kets.” Bleak as this statistic is,
the reality is worse. According to
the Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey, some half of all those work-
ers are self-employed, a category
that includes “unpaid helpers in

family enterpris-

before entering the
examination hall,
students are frisk-
ed in ways that
would do the
Gestapo proud.
The medical
entrance examina-
tion, mentioned
above, was not an
aberration, the Na-

es,” which could
cover family and
friends who help
out for no com-
pensation.

Just 32.7 per
cent of working-
aged women par-
ticipated in the
workforce in 2023.
On top of this, a

tional Testing Ag-
ency cancelled/
postponed some
equally prestigious
examinations, on
suspicions of pa-
per leak. Again, this is the pre-
vailing trend, with recruitment
examinations in all States being
afflicted by paper leaks.

The nadir was reached
when it was revealed that a can-
didate had faked multiple dis-
abilities and used a fake income
certificate to get into the Indian
Administrative Service ~ the
creme-de-la-creme of the Indi-
an bureaucracy ~ leaving UPSC,
the granddaddy of examining
bodies, red faced.

UPSC’s embarrassment was
multiplied manifold when it was
revealed that many others had
also adopted similar stratagems
to get into premier services. To
cover up, the UPSC issued a
press release that concluded:
“The UPSC has deservedly
earned the trust and credibility
of a very high order from the
public, especially the candi-
dates.” Simultaneously, the
UPSC Chairman, who had a
residual tenure of five years,
resigned, leaving the bewildered
public to draw their own con-
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study of 388,000
college graduates
by the educational
testing services
firm Wheebox fo-
und that only
51.25 per cent were “employ-
able,” as measured by a skills-
assessment test. These are sig-
nificant problems for a country
in which 40 per cent of the pop-
ulation is younger than 25 years
old and an economy that is
deeply dependent on domestic
consumption.

Such findings are reflected
in a number of other private
studies, notably by CMIE, Forb-
es and Citigroup. Anecdotal evi-
dence also validates such find-
ings; it is repeatedly seen that
lakhs of well-educated youth
apply for some few unskilled
jobs; an advertisement for
60,000 constables in UP, had 50
lakh applicants. Sadly, the re-
cruitment examination was can-
celled after a paper leak. The
desperation of Indian youth to
get employment can well be
imagined; they are willing to
become cannon fodder in the
wastelands of Russia or in the
Badlands of Iraq or pay lakhs to
immigrate unlawfully to some
Western country.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesman.com

The Government has a dif-
ferent view of the matter; ac-
cording to a recent statement
eight crore jobs had been creat-
ed in the last 3-4 years. Be that
as it may, any examination or
process that leads to a job is a
fair target for fraudsters, and the
only way to ensure fairness is to
tailor the education system to
the job market.

The most dangerous kind of
gamers are the ones who game
their own organisation, like cor-
rupt bureaucrats who under-
mine Government departments
or politicians who award con-
tracts for quid pro quo.

There are multiple inst-
ances of Income-tax officers
who facilitate tax evasion, Cus-
toms officers who encourage
smuggling or police officers who
connive with criminals. Every
month we have multiple ins-
tances of high-ranking officials
being arrested for multi-crore,
multi-layered scams.

Where does this leave us?
Apart from hurting Government
revenues, dishonesty of such
high order promotes a lawless
atmosphere, where everyone
believes that they can get away
with murder.

The public has to pay the
price for the Government’s inac-
tion. Examples are many; cities
were flooded because drains
were not cleaned, bridges tum-
bled because sub-standard
materials were used, and for the
same reason roads caved in,
killing innocent motorists and
pedestrians. Political masters
make the right noises but sel-
dom interfere in the bureau-
crats’ nefarious activities, be-
cause many a time, such activi-
ties are carried out under the
politicians’ directions, or for
their benefit.

The ultimate solution is
electing good and honest peo-
ple, who work for the benefit of
the public. Remembering that
after Independence, the Emer-
gency was the only period when
public servants worked accord-
ing to rules, one can conclude
that wielding a big stick is
required to make government
functionaries perform. Ergo, the
middle and lower rungs of
bureaucracy, who are the first
point of contact for citizens, can
easily be reformed by streamlin-
ing the convoluted procedure to
book delinquent officers.

However, politicians and
top bureaucrats are reined in
only by their conscience; acting
in cahoots they are capable of
inflicting immense damage on
the body politic. As Goswami
Tulsidas wrote in the Ramchar-
itmanas, centuries ago: “If influ-
enced by greed or fear a guru
praises his shishya unnecessar-
ily, then dharma is destroyed,
likewise if a physician does not
tell the truth to his patient, then
the body is destroyed, and if
influenced by greed or fear a
minister does not give true
advice to the King, then a king-
dom is destroyed.”

Willy-nilly, we seem to have
reached the last-mentioned
position.
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Why I remain
hopeful despite
Thailand's fragile
democracy

n Thailand, politics often prove

stranger than fiction. Having won

the majority of seats in last year’s

general elections, my party and I
now find ourselves entangled in legal
battles rather than governing as man-
dated by 14 million voters. The Thai
elite, through their institutionalized
counter-majoritarian mechanisms,
have accused us of attempting to over-
throw the state.

This sweeping charge stems from
our proposal to amend Thailand’s lese-
majesté law, hoping to prevent its
exploitation as a tool to silence politi-
cal opponents and instill fear in critics.
On August 7th, the Constitutional
Court is set to rule without further
investigation or seeking my appear-
ance. A guilty verdict would lead to the
dissolution of Thailand’s largest polit-
ical party and potentially ban me,
along with many colleagues, from pol-
itics for life.

Yet, while a cursory glance sug-
gests Thai democracy faces a grievous
threat, hampering our constituents’
aspirations for a better country, a clos-
er inspection offers glimmers of hope.

Firstly, Thai citizens are increas-
ingly recognizing that political uncer-
tainty breeds economic stagnation,
with judicial overreach as the likely
culprit. This realization was not as
prevalent before the current round of
instability.

Once one of Asia’s tigers with an
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economy dubbed “Teflon,” Thailand’s
political problems did not significantly
affect its economic attractiveness.
However, those days are long gone,
with Thailand being the worst per-
former among ASEAN’s six largest
economies in the first quarter of 2024.
Public disagreements between the
embattled Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernor of the Bank of Thailand over
interest rates have dampened econom-
ic confidence.

Thailand’s growth engines, led by
tourism and private consumption, are
sluggish; agricultural and industrial
production and exports are contract-
ing, while household and corporate
debts continue to rise. Our economic
problems are structural, attributable to
a loss of competitiveness in human
capital and a failure to transition from
manufacturing to digital technology.

Amid economic hardship, average
Thai voters have also been robbed of
their political choice through hyper-
legalism, while the government faces
legal hurdles that leave their fate in
limbo. The silver lining is that people
are increasingly equating their eco-
nomic plight with political underhand-
edness, and rightly so.

Secondly, pressure is now mount-
ing on the ultra-conservatives who
have maintained tight control over
political and economic life, through
largely undemocratic means, and
demands for accountability from the
powers-that-be are growing. The pat-
tern of party dissolutions has persisted
for two decades, with our predecessor,
the Future Forward Party, being the
latest casualty in 2020.

The attempt to dissolve the Move
Forward Party is thus not an isolated
power play. These consistent and devi-
ous efforts by undemocratic elites to
maintain power show they are unable
to earn it through people’s trust and
confidence. Each time, the cost of
resorting to political shenanigans to
retain power becomes higher. Thai cit-
izens are fed up with the old tricks, but
they might not manifest their anger
through street battles. Instead, it will
be through the ballot boxes.

BIG BAD WOLVES

Senior citizens

SIR, This refers to your
editorial “Silent Betrayal”
(August 8). The moderniza-
tion and urbanization of
India have brought signifi-
cant socio-economic chan-
ges, including a troubling
paradox affecting the coun-
try’s senior citizens.

As you said, despite a
cultural heritage that ven-
erates the elderly, many
senior citizens find them-
selves abandoned by their
families. This shift has pro-
found physical, mental,
social, and economic im-
plications.

Physically, many elder-
ly individuals face neglect,
inadequate medical care,
and poor living conditions,
leading to deteriorating
health and increased vul-
nerability to chronic ill-
nesses.

Mentally, the aban-
donment results in pro-
found loneliness, depres-
sion, and a loss of dignity
and self-worth. The tradi-

tional respect for aged per-
sons has diminished, and
many youngsters now view
protecting senior family
members as a burden, con-
tributing to the rise in old
age homes.

This shift has signifi-
cant social, economic, and
personal impacts.

Socially, it erodes fam-
ily values and weakens gen-
erational bonds. Economi-
cally, it places a financial
burden on institutions and
results in the loss of valu-
able experience from the
workforce. It leads to a loss
of cultural heritage and in-
creased stress for younger
generations.

To address this issue,
society must implement
awareness campaigns, in-
tergenerational progra-
mmes, and stronger legal
protections for the elderly,
alongside economic meas-
ures such as robust pension
schemes and support for
caregivers.

Yours, etc., Narayanan

KIzhumundayur,
Thrissur, 8 August.

SIR, The situation in Ban-
gladesh is, to say the least,
very worrying for India.
When people of a country
prefer to banish the mem-
ory of their founding father,
Mujibur Rehman, and bri-
ng down his statues like
Saddam Hussein's in Bagh-
dad one needs to question
the sanity of these individ-
uals. The rioters also went
to the Bangabandhu Muji-
bur Rehman museum and
ransacked it destroying
some of the exhibits. These
trends are dangerous since
with other foreign coun-
tries like India the intensity
of such protests may be
more virulent and violent.
Anti-India sentiment
has been building up in
Bangladesh for long and
seen even on the cricket
field. When the people of a
country are ready to erase
the memories of their own
people who got them free-
dom, they are unlikely to be
grateful to India that partic-
ipated wholeheartedly in
the freedom struggle
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against the tyrannical re-
gime of Pakistan. Apart
from the anti-India senti-
ment that has been rising
in Bangladesh, the ascen-
dancy of radical Islamic
sentiments is also seen.
India which already
has to contend with an
Islamic Pakistan must con-
sider the likelihood of an
Islamic Bangladesh. Thus
India will be hemmed in by
an aggressive China, an un-
certain Nepal, two Islamic
nations and uneasy south-
ern neighbours such as the
Maldives and Sri Lanka.
India's North East that has
reasonably stabilised ex-
cept for Manipur will in all
likelihood see an increase
in insurgency within states
that border Bangladesh.
The Hasina government
had helped India by dis-
couraging insurgent camps
in its territory and also con-
ducting joint operations ag-
ainst the. The policy of the
new government has to be
seen. China also has been
trying to increase its influ-
ence in South Asia which is
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SIR, From Charles Perrault came the first warnings,

Girls should stay strictly on the known path

Girls should be taught never to talk to strangers

If a girl strays, well, one knows the aftermath.

There are wolves everywhere in the big bad world

Wolves always ready to pounce on women and girls,

Little Red Riding Hood was eaten, her grandmother too,

If you analyse the tale, only one truth unfurls.

‘Little Red Riding Hood’ after all is a rape-warning

The fairy tale is one of cautioning and taboo,

BUT along with teaching girls not to risk themselves,

Should not the wolves be disciplined and tamed too?
Yours, etc., Tania Chakravertty, Kolkata, 12 August.

another challenge for our
foreign policy. India's for-
eign policy pundits will

have their hands full.
Yours, etc., S Kamat
Mysore, 9 August.

GLORIOUS DEFEAT

SIR, Vinesh Phogat’s loss
can best be described by
the oxymoron “a glorious
defeat”. Vinesh’s empty-
handed return from the
Paris Olympics is a classic
example of “Man proposes,
but God disposes”, a phra-
se in Thomas Kempis'
book, The Imitation of

Christ. It is lamentable that
the sporting climax of one
of the best female wrestlers
of all times, both on and off
the mat, was unexpected
and inglorious. But the
nation will treat her as a
gold medalist without a
gold medal. Ernest Hem-
ingway's line best exempli-
fies her situation ~”But
man is not made for defeat.
A man can be destroyed
but not defeated.” Vinesh,
however, stands neither
destroyed nor defeated.
Yours, etc., Avinash God-
boley, Dewas, 9 August.
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India’s challenges amidst
Sheikh Hasina’s travails

HARSHA KAKAR

chapter in Bangladesh’s his-

tory has ended. The family

which led the fight for free-

dom from the shackles of
Pakistan and headed it for most part
of its democratic phase will no
longer have any role in its future.
Sheikh Hasina’'s departure from
Dhaka, amidst the rising violence,
marks the end of the family’s pres-
ence in the country. Images of a pro-
testor urinating on Mujibur
Rehman’s statue, and of others dis-
playing the former PM’s undergar-
ments, project the hatred the nation
bore towards the family.

Shiekh Hasina flew into India
seeking refuge, after the army refused
to curb protests by violent means. She
had barely 45 minutes to tender her
resignation and leave. This is not the
first time she has sought refuge in
India. In 1975, when her father
Mujibur Rehman was assassinated,
Sheikh Hasina and her family lived in
India. She stayed in New Delhi for six
years, a favour she never forgot. She
was then the daughter of the PM and
happened to be in Germany when her
father was assassinated in Dhaka and
hence her life was spared.

This time she is the PM who was
dislodged, a major difference in the
two scenarios. Her confidence that
India would not disappoint her was
valid. She was received by the Nation-
al Security Advisor and subsequently
the External Affairs Minister met her.
She is currently lodged in a safe house
in New Delhi while she decides where
she wishes to go. She no longer pos-
sesses a diplomatic passport and
therefore would need a visa from the
nation she wishes to take refuge in.
India would definitely play a role in
her future movement.

On her arrival in India, Dr Jais-
hankar mentioned, “At very short
notice, she requested approval to
come to India.” He added that the
government will give her time to
decide her future. The Indian gov-
ernment claimed she was in shock
and would need time to recover.
During her stay in India she would
continue being treated as a state
guest, accorded relevant protocol as
also protection.

Her immediate family includes a
son, Sajeeb Ahmed Wazed, based in
the US, and a daughter, Saima Wazed,
who is the South East Asian regional
director for the World Health Organi-
zation, currently based in Delhi. There
were reports that the US has revoked
Hasina’s visa implying she cannot
travel there.

For her, the UKwould be an ideal
first option. Her sister, Sheikh Rehana,
who fled with her from Dhaka, is a
British citizen, thus moving there does
make sense. Sheikh Rehana’s daugh-
ter, Tulip Siddiq, is the sitting Labour
Member of Parliament as also Eco-
nomic Secretary to the Treasury and
City Minister.

Media reports mention UK officials
stating that under their immigration law
there is no provision for those outside
the UK to claim asylum or temporary
refuge. They also mentioned, “those who
need international protection should
claim asylum in the first safe country
they reach (in this case, India) - that is
the fastest route to safety.” The British
Foreign Secretary added fuel to the
Bangladesh crisis by demanding a “UN-
led investigation into the events of the
past few weeks,” implying it supports the
overthrow of Sheikh Hasina.

Multiple options are under con-
sideration for her future stay. These
include a few states in West Asia as
also in Europe. She, as also the gov-

ernment of India, would be working
together to find a suitable destination
for her in the coming days. India will
not be her final destination.

For India, according her asylum
would also not be ideal, despite close
ties between her and the Indian gov-
ernment. Her security concerns would
severely limit her movements. Further,
once the new government is sworn in,
post elections, there would be demands
for her extradition to face charges on
her decisions in her final days in power
leading to large number of casualties, as
also corruption. Some accusations
could also be fabricated. She would
become a pawn in the on-going politi-
cal games within the country.

Alternatively, as happened in Pak-
istan, their army prevented the gov-
ernment from prosecuting General

Musharraf, enabling him to live his life
in Dubai. This could be repeated in
Bangladesh. This would depend on
how the army hierarchy is aligned in
the future.

Mohamad Yunus, heading the
interim government in Bangladesh,
stated that it would not be right for
her to continue staying in India. The
Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation President has already made
demands for Sheikh Hasina and her
sister to be arrested and returned to
the country to face charges.

In case she remains in India, New
Delhi would deny permission for her
extradition, which could mar Indo-
Bangla relations. India and
Bangladesh have inked an extradition
treaty in July 2016 aimed at “expedi-
tious extradition of fugitive criminals

between the two countries.” Refusing
to adhere to the treaty would send a
message that India is taking sides.

Rejecting any demand for her
return could also fan anti-India senti-
ments in Bangladesh, which India
would not desire. The Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi, which is strongly anti Hasina
could lead these protests, impacting
normalisation. Further, in some time-
frame, Bangladesh could request for
an Interpol notice against her.

New Delhi has hosted the Dalai
Lama in the country for decades,
despite the 1962 war and regular Chi-
nese demands for handing him over.
Since 1992, it has hosted the family of
late Afghan President Mohammad
Najibullah. The family has been pro-
vided a safe house and a monthly
stipend. Recently, India began chang-
ing its policies due to geopolitical con-
siderations.

New Delhi refused to accept for-
mer Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, when he fled the country
in July 2022. Rajapaksa flew to Mal-
dives and thence to Singapore from
where he returned to Sri Lanka in Sep-
tember the same year. India also
denied safe havens for members of
the Ashraf Ghani government in
Afghanistan, when the Taliban took
over the country post the US with-
drawal in August 2021.

These are still early days. It will
take time for Bangladesh to stabilize
and for the interim government to
consider demanding her extradition.
While New Delhi cannot officially
claim it is seeking options for asylum
for Sheikh Hasina, it would be utiliz-
ing its diplomacy to find a suitable
location for her. The faster it does so,
the better.

(The writer is a retired Major-General of the
Indian Army.)

Insanity of vanity

SHAUKAT AHMED

n a country where opportunities

are scarce and the dreams of

many crushed by adversity and

obstacles, Arshad Nadeem’s
Olympic triumph reverberates with a
message far more profound than the
accolade itself.

It is a clarion call to Pakistan, urg-
ing it to dream beyond limitations and
believe in the possibility of greatness,
no matter how distant it may seem.
Nadeem’s triumph offers a rare
moment of collective national pride,
validating the aspirations of an entire
country through the extraordinary
achievement of one man.

Yet, in the wake of such a monu-
mental victory, a curious and some-
what disheartening spectacle unfold-
ed on social media. A day after
Nadeem’s gold medal win, a widely
circulated video captured Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif watching the
event on television. In the video, a
member of his political party could
be heard repeatedly attributing
Nadeem’s success to the PM’s vision
— a statement as perplexing as it was
disingenuous.

Here was a man who had clawed
his way to the top through sheer tal-
ent and hard work, achieving the
seemingly impossible against all
odds and entirely on his own. And
yet, in the corridors of power, there
was an attempt to co-opt his victory,
to somehow claim it as a product of
strategic vision and foresight. It was
a moment that laid bare the vanity
and self-importance that so often
taint the higher echelons of power
and which perfectly encapsulated
the disconnect between Pakistan’s

political leadership and the realities
of its people.

This disconnect is not merely an
isolated incident; it is a pervasive issue
that runs deep within the fabric of
Pakistan’s political landscape. While
there can be no doubt that the PM,
like all Pakistanis, was genuinely elat-
ed by Nadeem’s victory, the fact that
his subordinates felt the need to make
it about his vision speaks volumes
about the state of leadership in the
country. The role of a political leader
should be that of a custodian of the
people’s trust, working tirelessly to
create conditions for their success.

Instead, what we often witness is
a grotesque inversion of this ideal,
where leaders, surrounded by syco-
phants, begin to see themselves as
monarchs. Their egos, inflated by the
constant praise of those who seek to
curry favour, appear to be almost
addicted to the flattery that blinds
them to the true needs of the people
they are meant to serve.

If you've ever had the opportu-
nity of visiting a Pakistani political
leader, especially one in power, you
might be forgiven for thinking you've
accidentally stumbled into a royal
court rather than the office of a pub-
lic representative. The experience is
nothing short of a modern-day re-
enactment of a Mughal durbar. As
you enter the room, you're greeted by
a sea of obsequious followers, all
vying for the leader’s attention, each
more eager than the last to prove
their devotion and loyalty. The leader
sits at the centre of it all, basking in
the glow of adoration, every bit the
king without a crown. And should
you find yourself identified by the
leader as someone of importance, a
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torrent of sycophancy cascades upon
you as well.

In this world, proximity to power
transforms even the most indifferent
observer into an object of reverence.
You start to wonder — was there a
recent constitutional amendment that
turned politicians into royalty? The
scene is so absurd that it’s almost
comical — until you remember that
these are the people running the
country.

This vanity on display is not just
an amusing quirk; it’'s a symptom of
a much deeper problem. When lead-
ers begin to believe in their own
infallibility, bolstered by a chorus of
adulators, they lose sight of their true
purpose: to serve the public.

Contrast this with leadership in
the world’s most influential countries.
While politicians in Pakistan wield sig-
nificant power within their own con-
text, it pales in comparison with the
global impact and authority of office-
holders in these developed nations. Yet,
in these countries, there is no pomp,
no retinue of yes-people fawning over
every word. Instead, leadership is
recognised as a responsibility, rooted
in accountability to those who have
entrusted their hopes and dreams to
them. The trappings of authority are
often set aside in favour of humility
and accessibility, with a conscious
effort to demystify the office and
remind the public that these leaders
are merely their servants.

The self-adulation and preten-
tiousness that often characterise
Pakistan’s political class are not just
confined to the corridors of power;
they have, regrettably, evolved into a
national mindset. Across all fields—
whether in politics, business,

s
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media, or any domain wielding sig-
nificance or power — there seems
to be a constant need for reaffirma-
tion through public displays of
importance. This culture of vanity
pervades society, creating a vicious
cycle where the appearance of suc-
cess is valued more than the sub-
stance of achievement.

Arshad Nadeem'’s Olympic victory
serves as a powerful reminder of what
can be achieved through determina-
tion and hard work. As a nation, there
is much to be learned from his exam-
ple. Greatness is not about the adula-
tion of others; it is about persever-
ance, humility, and an unwavering
commitment to one’s goals.

The world does not need to be
told to recognise greatness — it
instinctively knows when it has wit-
nessed something extraordinary. In

ACROSS 16 Argue about borders for DOWN 8 Shots in the arm working to
another import tax stop spasms
v 7 Small nuclear missile might (6) 1 Piece of poetry by (6)
YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION be loud 19 Organisation of great day Antipodean soldier 13 Resort to cornmeal crackers
A CHS L FIlT (8) for the Allies captured in an unfinished after street (5,5)
S EH 553 E 9 Drink with old women in instant (8) evacuated 15 Paper hat worn in the
qQ field 21 Clown dignified for a few (6) corner of school? (8)
(6) weeks in summer 2 Priest with time to drink 17 Possible life of intellectual
10 Maybe Henry is Upper-class (6) cool beer (4) nut: scratching head,
twit (4) 23 Bath routine adopted by 3 Cancels orders, action getting close to nonsense
M T 11 Beer by oneself, say, with swimmer taking off left regularly carried out by instead of answer (8)
international plate of food shoe (10) sergeant (8) 18 Hostel laments accepting
A II[ME][!]IH (10) 24 Salt water not originally 4 Forces simple changes obsolete experimental coin
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NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

in Pakistan

the purity of true achievement, there
is no need for orchestrated praise. It
stands tall, unassisted and
unadorned, for the world to see.

Nadeem’s remarkable achieve-
ment is a lesson in the power of
authentic greatness to inspire, uplift,
and unite. Perhaps, in celebrating this
moment of triumph, we can begin to
move away from the culture of pre-
tentiousness that has long held us
back and embrace a future where
leadership is defined not by vanity,
but by service — where the focus
shifts from superficial exhibitionism
to genuine service. It is in the quiet
strength of sincere purpose, rather
than in the clamour of self-promo-
tion, that leaders find their greatest
impact.

Dawn/ANN.
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100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

WIDE sympathy will be felt with the
Hon. Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu, who has
been compelled by illness to resign his
office as Member of the Bengal Executive
Council. His long connexion with the
public life of Bengal and intimate knowl-
edge of the needs of the province, togeth-
er with the special experience he had
gained during his membership of the
Secretary of State's Council, made Mr.
Basu an ideal successor to the Mahara-
jah of Burdwan, and promised consider-
ably to strengthen a Government not too
conspicuous for debating ability in the
Legislative Council. His successor, the
Maharajah Bahadur of Nadia, is a promi-
nent and popular figure in Hindu society.
He has enjoyed some experience of local
affairs, and was a member of the Legisla-
tive Council from 1920 to 1923, but did
not seek re-election in November last. His
selection for the difficult and responsible
office of Executive Member is doubtless
intended as a recognition of the
zemindari interest, and may have been
inspired to some extent by an apprecia-
tion of the ability which the Maharajah
of Burdwan, a representative of that class,
brought to public affairs, If the Maharajah
of Nadia develops anything like the same
capacity as his predecessor, Lord Lytton's
choice will be more than justified.

LE‘ NEWS ITEMS "

UNIVERSITY FOR BIHAR

PROTEST MEETING
AT BHAGALPUR

A PUBLIC meeting of the citizens of
Bhagalpore was held to-day to consider
the Government proposal to construct
buildings for a residential university at
Phulwari (Bihar) at a cost of Rs. 50 lakhs.
The meeting called upon members of the
Council to oppose the proposal when the
Minister of Education asked the Legisla-
tive Council to sanction a grant of Rs. 50
lakhs for the residential university. The
meeting: were of opinion that the primary
education was of much greater impor-
tance than a residential university.

THE MAILS

THE outward P. and O. mail steamer
Kaisar-i-Hind with mails from London of
July 24 arrived at Port Said on July 30 and
left there the same day.

The B. L. S. N. steamer Malda which
left London on July 18 arrived at Port Said
on July 30 and left there the same day.

HOOKWORM CAMPAICN

SUGGESTED
SANITATION
MEASURES

In reviewing the progress of the
campaign against hookworm in the city
and presidency of Madras for 1923, Dr.
Tirumaliah, the Director, observes that
out of 20,790 persons examined for
infection, 16,563 or about 80 per cent,
were found to harbour hookworm and
these came from every part of the presi-
dency, showing the widespread nature
of the infection. In the plantation areas
conditions were still worse. In one
estate, namely Castle-croft, every labour
man examined was found infected.
Eighty per cent. of school children in the
city of Madras and 77.5 per cent. of other
residents were affected by the worm.
Investigations so far showed that the
western districts seemed more heavily
infected than the eastern. Very little work
among females was reported during the
year and the Director suggests the
appointment of female practitioners for
work among them. The Director
deplores the poor state of rural sanita-
tion which resulted in a vast amount of
soil pollution, rendering the prevention
of infection extremely difficult. The only
means in the circumstances towards a
reduction of this widely prevalent and
insidious malady is, says the Director,
mass treatment, that is, the treatment of
a large section in all places, which will
reduce the amount of infection reach-
ing the soil, which again will automati-
cally reduce the chance of infecting
human beings.

BRITISH SUGAR BEET

MAGNATES
OPPOSED TO
SUGGESTED
SUBSIDY

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

Sugar magnates are up in arms
against Mr. Philip Snowden’s proposal to
subsidize, to a greater extent than already
suggested, the sugar beet industry in the
United Kingdom.

Sir Leonard Lyle, (C. Epping) chair-
man of Messrs. Tate and Lyle, discussing
the question declared that it would meet
with vigorous opposition from British
sugar refiners who would object to assis-
tance being given to Home sugar produc-
ers in treating the article in its latest- stages.
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Tripura
enforces tighter
controls amid
Bangladesh
CrisIS

STATESMAN NEWS

SERVICE
AGARTALA, 12 AUGUST

In light of the escalating
unrest in neighboring
Bangladesh, the Tripura
police have implemented
stringent measures to
maintain law and order
within the state, particu-
larly in the West Tripura
district and the capital
city of Agartala.

These  measures
include restrictions on
public gatherings, rallies,
and a crackdown on
inflammatory content
shared via social media
platforms.

The decision comes as
authorities aim to prevent
any spillover of instability
from Bangladesh into the
Indian border state.

Superintendent of
Police (SP) West Tripura,
Kiran Kumar, stated that
the Tripura State Rifles
(TSR) and Border Security
Force (BSF) have inten-
sified joint patrols along
the India-Bangladesh bor-
der.

The increased surveil-
lance is designed to thwart
any potential cross-border
intrusions and ensure that
the situation remains
peaceful in Tripura.

"Given the unstable
situation in Bangladesh,
we are taking all necessary
precautions to maintain
peace and order in our
region," Kumar told local
media.

As part of these efforts,
the Tripura police have
also focused on curbing
the spread of provocative
content on social media,
which could incite unrest.

Two individuals have
already been arrested for
disseminating inflamma-
tory audio messages, and
authorities are actively
identifying others involved
in similar activities.

Kumar stressed the
importance of maintaining
social harmony and
warned that anyone found
spreading or forwarding
such content could face
legal action.

WhatsApp group
administrators, in partic-
ular, have been urged to
exercise caution in mon-
itoring the content shared
within their groups.

In a move to further
prevent any escalation of
tensions, the police recent-
ly denied permission for
a rally organized by a
Hindu group protesting
against attacks on minori-
ties in Bangladesh.

The denial is part of a
broader strategy to avoid
any actions that could
exacerbate communal
tensions orlead to unrest
in the region.

National SpaceDaytocelebrate
Chandrayaan-3 Missionsuccess

Indiathe fourth countrytoland ontheMoon &thefirstto dosonearthesouth pole of the Moon

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

he government has

declared August 23

as "National Space

Day" to celebrate
the remarkable success of
the Chandrayaan-3 Mission,
which accomplished safe
and soft landing of the
Vikram Lander and deployed
the Pragyaan rover on the
lunar surface near the South
Pole.

This historic achievement
places Indiaamongan elite
group of space-faring
nations, making India the
fourth country to land on
the Moon and the first to
do so near the south pole
of the Moon. This achieve-
ment is being celebrated
across the country during
July and August to inspire
the younger generation in
the field of Space Science
and Technology.
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Union Minister for Fish-
eries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying and Panchayati
Raj Rajiv Ranjan Singh will
grace an event to celebrate
"National Space Day” at
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi
on Tuesday.

To commemorate the

o

remarkable success of the
Chandrayaan-3 Mission,
the Department of Fisheries
is organizing a series of
seminars and demonstra-
tions on “Application of
Space Technologies in Fish-
eries Sector” in coastal States
and UTs under the guidance

Manipur militant groups announce boycott of
Independence Day with statewide shutdown

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 12 AUGUST

Several banned militant
groups in Manipur have
declared a boycott of Inde-
pendence Day celebrations
on August 15, announcing
a state-wide shutdown in
protest against what they
describe as the oppressive
integration of Manipurinto
the Indian Union.

The call foraboycotthas
been spearheaded by the
Coordination Committee

(CorCom), an umbrella
organization representing
sixbanned insurgent groups,
which has urged the people
of Manipur to abstain from
participating in any Inde-
pendence Day activities.

In a statement released
by CorCom, the organization
announced a total shutdown
in the state from 1:00 AM to
6:30 PM on August 15.

The group accuses the

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 12 AUGUST

After cracking down on the
drug mafia in Uttar Pradesh
through extensive police and
administrative operations,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
is now focusing on raising
awareness among children
to keep them from falling
into the trap of drug abuse.

In this effort, approxi-
mately 1.40 crore students
and teachers from council
schools took a pledge on

Indian government of imple-
menting repressive policies
in Manipur, which they claim
haveled to persistent violence
and instabilityin the region.
Adding to the call for a
boycott, the Socialist Revo-
lutionary Party (SOREPA)
hasalso announced a general
strike from 5:00 AM to 5:00
PM on August 15, aligning
with CorCom’s protest.
Furthermore, the Alliance
for Socialist Unity Kangleipak
(ASUK) hasjoined the move-
ment, urging residents of
Manipur to hoistblack flags
in place of the national tri-

Monday morning to make
Uttar Pradesh drug-free. The
oath taking ceremony took
place at all the council schools
at9am.

State Basic Education
Minister (Independent
Charge) Sandeep Singh stated
here that, "Under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathji, 1.40 crore stu-
dents and teachers across
all council schools in the
state were administered the
oath to stay away from drugs
all their lives and to make

color, symbolically desig-
nating the day as a "black
day" to express their dis-
sent.

Security forces in Manipur
are on high alert as Inde-
pendence Day approaches,
with concerns that the shut-
down and protests could
lead to disruptions or vio-
lence.

The state government has
urged citizens to participate
inthe celebrations, empha-
sizing the importance of
national unity and the
progress made since inde-
pendence.

the state drug-free. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanathji
has been actively working
on this initiative, having
launched the 'Drug-Free
State, Empowered State' cam-
paign, with all state depart-
ments playing a vital role in
its implementation."

It is worth mentioning
here that the UP government
previously formed the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF)
on the instructions of CM
Yogi and launched a series
of crackdowns on drugdeal-

space-based observation
and itsimpact on improving
the fisheries sector.

The Indian fisheries sector
plays a vital role in the
nation's economy, providing
sustenance, employment,
and economic opportunities,
especially in rural areas.
With an extensive coastline
stretching 8,118 km, a vast
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) covering 2.02 million
square km, and abundant
inland water resources, India
showcases arich and flour-
ishing fisheries ecosystem.

Space technologies can

Another SP leader arrested in
UP on charge of attempt to rape

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 12 AUGUST

After Moeed Khan, who has
been allegedly involved in a
gang rape case in Ayodhya,
another Samajwadi Party
leader, from Kannauj, has
been arrested on charge of
attempt of rape.

According to police,
Nawab Singh Yadav, former
block chief and representative
of Dimple Yadav, has been
arrested on the charge of
attempttorape onlate Sun-
day night.

Sources said the SP leader
attempted to rape a minor
girl who had come with her
aunttoseekajobinadegree
college. The police arrested
him on the spot on a com-
plaint of the victim and sent

. significantly enhance Indian him to jail.
RN L marine fisheries manage- Superintendent of Police
of Dr. Abhilaskh Likhi. These = ment and development. (SP) Amit Kumar Anand said

seminars and demonstra-
tions are being organized
across 18 locations, covering
topics such as Space Tech-
nology in Fisheries — An
overview, the Communica-
tion & Navigation System
for the marine domain,

Some of the technologies
like Satellite Remote Sensing,
Earth Observations, Satellite
based Navigation System
and GIS, Satellite Commu-
nication, Data Analytics and
Al etc., brought transfor-
mative changes in the sector.

the 15-year-old girlhad come
to the SP leader's college
with her aunt to seek a job
where the accused tried to
rape her.

On receiving the infor-
mation, the police arrived
on the spot and arrested

him.

However, the accused
leader denied the charge
callingita conspiracy hatched
against him. The victim's
mother and aunt, who were
earlier in the Samajwadi
Party, have now joined the
BJP.

Assoon as the information
about his arrest spread on
Monday morning, a large
number of Nawab Singh
Yadav’s supportersreached
the police station with a
demand for his release. CO
Sadar Kamlesh Kumar, along
with the police force, chased
away the crowd from the
police station. After this the
accused SP leader was sent
to jail.

Assam police foils illegal entry attempt by
Bangladeshi nationals at Karimganj border

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 12 AUGUST

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Monday
that the state's security forces
successfully thwarted an
attempt by four Bangladeshi
nationals to illegally cross
the border into India through
Karimganj district.

The individuals, identified
as Motiur Seikh, Mushiar
Mullah, Tania Mullah, and
Rita Mullah, were intercepted
by the police at approximately
1:30 am at the zero point of
the India-Bangladesh bor-
der.

In a statement posted on
his X account, Sarma com-
mended the Assam police
and Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel for their
prompt response, empha-
sizing that their vigilance
played a critical role in pre-
venting the unauthorized

1.40 crore students and teachers pledge to

ers. The government’s action
against drug mafia resulted
innumerous arrests and the
seizure of large quantities
of narcotics substances.

It is important to note
that the Yogi government is
paying special attention to
the weaker sections of society
in its efforts to achieve the
goal of a 'Drug-Free State,
Empowered State.' The gov-
ernment is closely monitoring
individuals who use drugs
or intoxicants, urging them
to quit and warning them

entry.

He reiterated that the
security forces remain on
high alert24/7, especiallyin
lightofrecentdevelopments
in Bangladesh that have raised
concerns about potential
cross-border infiltrations.

This incident comes on
the heels of another event
on August 10, when a group
of 10 to 15 Bangladeshi nation-
als reportedly attempted to
forcibly enter the Indian vil-

lages of Bhogdanga and
Faushkarkuti in Dhubri dis-
trict. These villages are of
strategicimportance, as they
are nearly encircled by
Bangladesh and are situated
in the vulnerable "chicken
neck" corridor—a narrow
stretch of land connecting
India's northeastern states
with the rest of the country.

The Assam Police has
heightened security along
the Indo-Bangladesh border,

issuingahigh alert to prevent
any illegal crossings.

The BSF, serving as the
first line of defense, works
in close coordination with
the Assam Police, which acts
as the secondary line of
defense.

Karimganj district, which
sharesa 110-kilometer-long
borderwith Bangladesh, pres-
ents unique security chal-
lenges, particularly alongits
four-kilometer river boundary,
which remains unfenced.
However, the majority of the
border is secured with fencing
to deter illegal crossings.

The district also hosts an
Integrated Check Post (ICP)
in the Sutarkandi area, facil-
itating trade between India
and Bangladesh. However,
due to recent unrest and
security concerns, export-
import activities have been
temporarily halted, impacting
local businesses.

make Uttar Pradesh drug-free

about the harmful effects of
drugs on their health, families,
and society.

Meanwhile, the Yogi gov-
ernment is consistently imple-
menting measures to enhance
the quality of education and
overall development of stu-
dents in council schools.
Under theleadership of Basic
Education Minister (Inde-
pendent Charge) Sandeep
Singh, the Basic Education
Departmentis taking proac-
tive steps to achieve this
goal.
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Leaders of France, Germany andBrit
endorse calls for cease-fireinGaza

Thestatementwassigned by French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholzand British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
Hospital in southern Gazareceives bodies ot 13 people

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISRAEL, 12 AUGUST

heleaders of France,
Germany and Britain
have endorsed calls
for a cease-fire in
Gaza, the return of scores of
hostages held by Hamas and
the “unfettered” delivery of
humanitarian aid.

In a joint statement
released Monday, they
endorsed the latest push by
the United States, Qatar and
Egyptto broker an agreement
to end the 10-month-old
Israel-Hamas war.

The mediators have spent
months trying to get the sides
toagree to a three-phase plan
inwhich Hamaswould release
the remaining hostages cap-
tured in its Oct. 7 attack in

exchange for Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel and
Israel would withdraw from
Gaza.

“The fighting must end
now, and all hostages still
detained by Hamas must be
released. The people of Gaza
need urgent and unfettered
delivery and distribution of
aid,” the statement said.

It was signed by French
President Emmanuel Macron,
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and British Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer.

The statement also called
onlIrananditsallies to refrain
from any retaliatory attacks
that would further escalate
regional tensions after the
killing of two senior militants
last month in Beirut and
Tehran.

Israelistrikeskilled 142 people
over past48 hours, Palestinian
Health Ministry says

batants.

The Health Ministry, part
of the Hamas-run govern-
ment, maintains detailed
records and its casualty fig-
ures from previous wars
have largely matched up
with those of independent
experts, the United Nations
and even Israel’s own fig-
ures.

The war began when
Hamaslaunched a surprise
attack into Israel on Oct. 7.
Palestinian militants killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and abducted
around 250 others.

Around 110 hostages are
still being held in Gaza after
most of therest were released
during a cease-fire in Novem-
ber. Israeli authorities believe
around a third of the remain-
ing hostages are dead.

AGENCIES
DEIR AL-BALAH, 12 AUGUST

The Palestinian Health Min-
istry in Gaza says Israeli
strikes over the past48 hours
have killed 142 people and
wounded 150 others.

The fatalities announced
on Monday bring the Pales-
tinian death toll in Gaza to
39,897 since the start of the
war, according to the min-
istry. Itsays over 92,000 peo-
ple have been wounded.

The ministry does not
say how many of the dead
and wounded were com-

AGENCIES
DEIR AL-BALAH, 12 AUGUST

A hospital in southern Gaza
has received the bodies of
13 people, includinga child,
who were killed in apparent
Israeli strikes on Khan You-
nis.

The strikes came as Israel
has ordered mass evacuations
from Gaza’s second-largest
city in recent days, saying
Palestinian militants are firing
rockets from the area. Khan
Younis suffered heavy destruc-
tion earlier this year during
amajor Israeli airand ground
offensive.

AnAssociated Press jour-
nalist counted the bodies at
the nearby Nasser Hospital
and saw funeral prayers being
held Monday morning.

The dead include amedic
who was killed along with

i

two others in a strike on his
house, according to the hos-
pital records.

The Israeli military says

.-_-‘.*:--. I—f\.‘

which often kill women and
children.

e

ittries to avoid harming civil-
ians and accuses Hamas of
putting them in danger by
fightingin dense, residential
areas. The army rarely com-

ments on individual strikes,

Former DG ISI Faiz Hameed taken into military
custody for misusingauthority: Reports

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 12 AUGUST

Pakistan's former director-
general of inter-services
intelligence Faiz Hameed
(Retd) has been taken into
military custody following
an inquiry into complaints
made against him in the Top
City housing scheme case,
Dawn News reported citing
the army's media wing on
Monday.

The inquiry, conducted
by the Pakistan Army in
compliance with Supreme
Court orders, found sufficient
grounds to initiate discipli-
nary action against Hameed

under the Pakistan Army
Act. According to the press
release issued from the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), "complying with the
orders of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, a detailed court
of inquiry was undertaken
by the Pakistan Army, to
ascertain the correctness of
complaints in the Top City
Case made against Lt Gen
Faiz Hameed (Retd)."
"Consequently, appro-
priate disciplinary action
has been initiated against
Lt Gen Faiz Hameed (Retd),
under provisions of the Pak-

istan ArmyAct," the release
added.

by the military as a gesture
of self-accountability and
would be headed by a serving
major general.

They had said the com-
mittee was formed in the
light of directives of the
Supreme Court and the Min-
istry of Defence.

A controversy surrounding
Top City, a private housing
scheme, has led to a formal
inquiry into allegations

Further, ISPRsaid, "Mul-  against former ISI chief, Lt

CANCELLATION OF MAITREE EHPHESS
AS per message received from ] ays,
Dhaka-Kolkata Maitree Express (JCO 14 08 2024) and
13108 Kolkata-Dhaka Maitree Express (JCO 14.08.2024)
will remain cancelled. Inconvenience to be caused to the
passengers is d a&pr; regretted

Chiel Passenger Transportation Manager
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tiple instances of violation
of the Pakistan Army Act
post-retirement have also
been established. The process
of Field General Court Martial
has been initiated and Lt
Gen Faiz Hameed (Retd) has
been taken into military cus-
tody," the ISPR further said.
The military had report-
edly formed an inquiry com-
mittee in April to investigate
allegations of misuse of
authority against the former
spymaster and head of the
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), as per Dawn News.
As per the mediareports,
the committee was formed

Gen Faiz Hameed.

The housing scheme's
management accused
Hameed of orchestrating a
raid on the owner's offices
and residence.

Following a Supreme
Court directive in November
2023, the owner, Moeez
Khan, was advised to seek
redressal through the relevant
authorities, including the
Defence Ministry.

The newly constituted
inquiry committee will pre-
pareitsreportinthelight of
its findings and present it
to the relevant authorities,
the reports said.

Rate

Russia’s Putin says Ukraine’s
incursioninto Kursk isanattempt to
stop Moscow’s eastern offensive

AGENCIES
KYIV, 12 AUGUST

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Monday that the
Ukrainian army’s incursion
into the Kursk region, which
has caused more than 100,000
civilians to flee and embar-
rassed the Kremlin, is an
attempt by Kyiv to stop
Moscow’s offensive in eastern
Ukraine’s Donbas region and
gain leverage in possible future
peace talks.

Russian forces are still
scrambling torespond to the
surprise Ukrainian attack after
almost aweek of fierce fighting,
but Putin insisted Moscow’s
army will prevail.

Speaking atameeting with
top security and defense offi-
cials, Putin said the attack

that began Aug. 6 appeared
to reflect Kyiv's attempt to
gain a better negotiating posi-
tion in possible future talks
to end the war.

He argued that Ukraine
may have hoped to cause
public unrest in Russia with
the attack, adding that it has
failed to achieve that goal,
and claimed that thenumber
ofvolunteers to join the Russ-
ian military has increased
because of the assault. He
said the Russian military is
driving on with its eastern
Ukraine offensive
regardless.

“It's obvious that the enemy
will keep trying to destabilize
the situation in the border
zone to try to destabilize the
domestic political situation
in our country,” Putin said.

{3 Metro Railway, Kolkata
Thakurpukur & Behala Bazar Stations

to become
"No Booking Counter Station™

With the approval of the Competent
authority, it has been decided to
issue/recharge Tokens and Smart
Cards through ASCRMSs only, at two
stations viz. Thakurpukur & Behala
Bazar in Purple Line w.e.f. 15.08.2024
onwards. These two stations will be
functional as "No Booking Counter
Station".

Dy. Chief Operations Manager/Commercial

Follow us at: [ /metrorailwaykol §)/metrorailkolkata

Stalls/Qutlets at Stations over Sealdah Division

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Rallway, Sealdah
heraby invites application in sealed packet (single) and in
prescribed format from Individuals, Self Help Groups (SHGs),
Marginalized or weaker sections of society elc. dealing with
indigenous products for participation in "One Station One
Product” Scheme at 84 nos. stations over Sealdah Division.
Salient features of the scheme:- (1) Tenure of the project:
Jiaganj - 30 days starting from 30.08.2024. Chandpara, Hotor,
Bidyadharpur, Piali, Taldi, Mallikpur, Jaynagar Majilpur, Lalgola,
Krishnapur, Bhagwangola, Cossimbazar, Chakdaha, Payradanga,
Brace Bridge, Nangi, Titagarh, Jaggadal, New Alipur (Kolkata),
Kalinarayanpur Jn., Birnagar, Taherpur, Habibpur, Aranghata,
Badkulla, Bagula, Majhdia, Banpur, Gede, Ballygunge Jn.,
Dhakuria, Madhyamgram, Murshidabad, Berhampore Court,
Baruipur Jn., Phulia, Shantipur, Namkhana, Deula, Dhamua,
Diamond Harbour, Sangrampur, Harua Road, Canning, Kalikapur,
Gocharan - 30 days starting from 31.08.2024, Taki Road - 30
days starting from 02.09.2024. Majerhat, Park Circus - 30 days
starting from 05.09.2024. Lake Gardens, Tollygunge, Akra,
Santoshpur, Komagata Maru Budge Budge - 30 days starting
from 06.09.2024. Dhubulia - 30 days starting from 07.09.2024.
Hasnabad, Subhasgram - 30 days starting from 10.09.2024,
Dakshin Durgapur, Netra, Sondalia, Champahati, Ghutiari Shariff,
Magrahat-30 days starting from 12.09.2024. Bangaon Jn. ,
Agarpara - 30 days starting from 13.09.2024. Bhasila, Malatipur,
- 30 days starting from 14.09.2024, Baharu, Kakdwip, Basirhat,
Dakshin Barasat - 30 days starting from 15.09.2024. Champapukur
- 30 days starting from 17.09.2024. Muragacha, Beldanga,
Bethudahari, Debagram, Rejinagar, Plassey - 30 days starting
from 22.09.2024. New Garia - 30 days starting from 24.09.2024.
Gobardanga, Thakurnagar, Ashoknagar Road, Durganagar,
Bisharpara Kodaliya- 30 days starling from 27.09.2024. (2) Token
Registration Fee: Rs. 2000/- only inclusive of GST for the
allotment period of 30 days for each stall, (3) Infrastructure:
(1) Stalls/Outlels shall be provided by Railways. (ii) A maximum
of 20 units of alectricity par One Station One Product outlet shall
be parmitted for one spell of 15 days as basic facilitation subsumed
in the registration charges. For additional units of electricity ovar
and above the limit of 20 units, the applicable charges shall
apply on actual basis. (4) Submission of applications: Within
15:00 hrs, of 26.08,2024. Applications in the letterhead of the
organization/plain white sheet of paper along with photocopy of
document (as mentioned in Eligibility Criteria) addressaed to the
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Raillway, Sealdah,
DRM Bullding, Room No.44, Kaiser Street, Kolkata-700014 to be
submitted in sealed envelope at designated place in the Office of
Station Master/ Station Manager of concerned station. In case of
recalpt of more than one application: Open lottery/ public draw of
lots to be done for selaction al respective stations at 16.00 hrs. on
26.08.2024. Name of station with Identified products, ellgibllity
criteria for participation & supporting documats and EO| documants
along with the detailed terms & conditions can be downloaded from
tha officlal wabsite www.er.indlanrallways.gov.in and also can ba
seen al the Notice Board in the Office of Sr. Divisional Commercial
Manager, Eastern Rallway, Sealdah.

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Sealdah

FEASTERN RAILWAY
Follow us at: [fl @EasternRailway () @easternrailwayheadquarter

Mranmays anargy  Hiranmaye Energy Limited
(A Company wnder Corporate insohvency Resalution Process vde
MWCLT Orgérr daled Janu:lﬂ.r'-".'? 2024). [CIN : U40105WB2008PLC125220]

e e e e ey e e = e

[ Motice to Fun:hﬂ-lrul’Elllm'lﬂl;rﬁum I'Hnﬂm:rl- Enengy Limited regarding
Monthly Fuel Cos! Adjustment [MFCA)

Consequent Lpon INcrease n efective coal cost with respect o last approved fusl cost
i WYT order llor FY2024-25, Monihly Fusd Coal Adjustrmeni (MFCA), In lerma of Wes
Bangal Eleciricity Hagulalory Commisgion {Terms and Condrbons of Tarl)
Reguiahons. 1071 rad with relevant order. and compuled in accordance with tha Fuel
Surchuerge Formula contained n e above Reguiabons. i appicabie from July 3024
od Twelve [12) Palae per KWh Recoveny of MECA will be affeched rom fhe purchases:
of alaciricity from Heanmaye Energy Limided  Annual reconclialion of MECA will be
ETiNE Cul s e e Afone-atatad Regulatons
Place Kolats Bimal Kumar Agarwal

Vies Preatdant (Accounts & Finance)

INFORMATION WANTED

This 15 i photograph ol Missng perkon
Kamlesh Kumar, Son of
Bhubsneshwar Yadav of Vill = Lalpur,
FPO+PS — Mohanpur, Dist. Gaya, Bikar
824232, who has been missing since
05.07.2024 from Metro Gali on Mofisd
Stresi, Kolkata - 700013, Description of
this missing person Is: Age - I3
Yoars, Height - 52°, Complexion -
Fair, Built ~ Slim, Wearing - Red Calour
Shirt and Black Pant, Pecullarity Il amy
= Mantally Disablad, pleass o
whargabouts of the missing person,
cantmct b the .G, Missing Permssn
Squad, Deteclive Department, Kolata

Police, Lalbazwe, Kolkpla - 700001
(Tolephons Mo 033 21141834
BaT4B02T 10} ICA-D1 382313024

12,08 2024

REGULATION OF TRAINS FOR POWER &
TRAFFIC BLOCK OVER HOWRAH DIVISION

Faor shifting of Point No. 638 lowards Barddhaman end due o
inadequate cross over length, Traffic & Power Block will be
necassary on down Howrah-Barddhaman Cord-1 at Janal
Road Station limil on 14.08.2024 (Wednasday). Consaquenily,
the trains will be regulated as under;
® Diversion of Train : 12370 Kumbh Express will be divertad
via Barddhaman-Bandel-Howrah on 14.08.2024 (Wednesday)
. @ Canceflation on 14.08 2024 (Wednesday) : From Barddhaman:
36812 & From Howrah : 36811
® Controlling on 14.08.2024 (Wednesday) - 13148 Dn
Bamanhat-Sealdah Uttarbanga Express will be controlled
for 30 minutes anroula.

Mote: 1) The block will start after passing of 12510 Guwahati-
SMVT Bengaluru SF Express from Janai Road (23:56 hrs.)
2) Alter Cancedlation of block first train will be 22308 Dn Bikaner- §
Howrah SF Express.
Speclal Note : Special or Late Running trains & any further
newly introduced train/Parcei train/TOD during the block period,
it any, will be controlled/diverted sutably enroute dunng block.
Passemgers are requestad 1o follow the Public Address System
of stations. Inconvenience s regretied.

Divisional Railway Manager, Howrah

Eastern Railway

Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway [] @easternrailwayheadquarter

BANK OF INDIA

BANSDRONI BRANCH
15t Fioor, Springdale,

2, Hlunlrnﬂn Narayan Dutta Road,
Bansdroni, Kolkata - TO0040

hiiond -1 B8

Relusionship beyond Banking

Appendix-V [See Rule-8{1)] Annexure F

POSSESSION NOTICE
— (for immovable property)

The undersigned beng the authonsed officer of the Bank of India Bansdroni Branch
under the Sacunbsation and Reconstruction of Financal Assets and Enforcement of
Intenest At 2002 and in exercse of powers confermed under Section 13012 read
with ruie 3 of the Security interes! (Enfoement) Rules. 2002 ssued a demand notice
dated 29.05.2024 caling upon the borrower Dr Dipankar Sarkar and Paromita
Sarkar 1o repay the amount mentioned in the nofice being Rs.2.16,29 850 21+UCI
(in words Rupees Two Crores Sixteen Lakhs Twenty Mine Thousand Eight
Hundred Fifty and paisa Twenty One Qnly) within 60 days from the date of receip!
of the zasd nofice
The borrower having faied io repay the amount, nobice is heneby grven o e borower
and the publiic in general thal the undersigned has taken possession of the property
gescribed herein bedow in exancss of powers conderrad on hem under sub-secion (4] of
section 13 of Act read with rula B of the Secunty interest (Enforcoment) Rules, 2002 on
fhis the 9th day of August of the year 2024
The bormower in parbicular and the public in general s hereby cautioned not io deal with
the property and any deasings with the property will be subsect 1o the charge of the
Bank of India, Bansdroni Branch lor an smourt Rs.2,16,.29,850.21 (Rupees Two
Crores Shrteen Lakhs Twenty Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty and paisa
Twenty One Only) and intores! therson
The bomower's aflention is invited lo prowisions of sub-saction (8) of saction 13 o he
Act,inrespect of trme svadabie 1o redeem the secured assets

PESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

ALL THAT self-sufficient Fial. at First fioor, on the Wesiem side, about 900
#4. ft. builf up anea along with the proportionate shane and interest in the land under the
G+ gloned bulding along with Car pardng al the phemised o 250/, Nelas Subhat
Chandra Bose Road (850 known as 211, Naktsln Gowt Scheme), Kollata- 700047
Disirict 24 Pga(S), Tite Dted Mo, 02863 for the year 2017 in tha names of
(1) Sri Dipankar Sarkar, 5on of Lale Saméerandm Nath Sarker and () Smi. Paromita
Sarkar, wife of Dr. Dipaniar Sarur

Bounded: On the North: 28 il wide KMC road. On the South: Property under LOP no
2 Onthe East: 20 wide KMC road, On the West: 2431 NS C Bose Road

Date : 09.08.2024 Sd/- Authorized Officer

Place: Kolkata Bank of India

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the pholograph of missing person
Mintu Das & Mantu Das, Son of Dipak
ez of 438772, Naripidanga Mosih
Road, PS5 - Narksicanga, Wolcks -
700011, who hes been mssng snce
1407 Hd4 fom s resdence
Descripbion of this missing person is:
fAge - 28 Year=, Meight - 59
Complexion - Far, Built - Modum,
Wearing - Orangs Colowr Full T-Sh,
Haf Pan Bringal Colour, Peculiarity if
any - Mentally Chaflengsd, please
inform  wharsabouts of e messing
parson, contact W e OC., Mssng
Pormons Sqead, Delecihve Departmend
Kolkala Folice, Labarw, Kolaia -
700001, (Telsphone MoOX) - 2214
1835, BETA902T10).  WCA-D1IS1(H2024

INFORMATION WANTED

Thiz i the phalograph of missing person
Aslam AL, Son of Lt Md .'ﬂgh* of
BIAHES, Belaghals Hoad, Kolsh -
T00037, who has been missing &nce
10062007 @om his resdence
Description of this missing person Is:
Age - 40 Years, Height - 5%
Complexion - Shyamia Built -
Medium, Wearing - Biue Coloured
Lunges, Pecullarity if any - Menialy
Challenged, please inlorm whersabouts
of the missing person, contact fo the
0.C., Missing Persons Squad, Deleciive
Department, Kolkaks Police, Labazar
Kolkata - TO0001. (Telephone No.033 -
£214-1835, 88749027101 OA-DIMOVIM
L=

INFORMATION WANTED

This & the pholograph of missing person
Md. Arafat @ Arkat, S5on of Md.

Jumman of G267, Dhankhety,
Kolcata - 700024, who has bean missing
since 14012024 from his resikience.
Description of this missing porson s;
Age - 18 Years, Height - §'
Complaxion - Medium, Buill - Medium,
Wearing - Yelow and white Jacked
Black Colour Hal & Black Trouser,
Peculiarity i any =  Menially
Debalanoed, phoass inform whensabouts
ol Ba missng parson, conlact io the
G, Nsaing Persons Squad, Dalaciive
Deparkment, Kolkata Police, Latbazar,
Kolgia - 700001, (Telephone MNo033 -
22141838 9aT4B0ZTI0), CA-D37maN 2004
ol

PUBLICATION NOTICE
BEFORE THE LEARNED DISTRICT
CONSUMER DISPUTES EDRESSAL
COMMISSION, KOLKATA - | (NORTH)
COMPLAINT CASE NO. 193 OF 2023
In the matter of:

La Rediant Alumimem Private Ltd,, a company
registerad under the Companies Act, 1956
and having its corparate affice at Room No,
704, 7th Floor, Diamand Heritage 16, Strand
Road, Kolkata - 700 001, PS5, - Hare Strest,
. Complainant
-Nersus-
1, Diamond Heritage Enterprises, having ts
office at 2nd Flooe, Alam House, 7B, Pretoria
Street, Middleton Row, Kolkata - 700071, PS,
- Park Street.
1. DH Maintenance Limited, & company
registered under the Companies Act, 1956
and having its office at 16, Strand Road,

Kolkata 700001, P.S. - Hare Street
« Uppasite Parties

To,

DH Maintenance Limited, a company

registerad under the Companies Act, 1956
and having its office at 16, Strand Road,
Kolkata - 700001, P5. - Hare Street.

WHEREAS, |3 Rediant Alummum Private Ltd,,
has institated a Complaint Case being No.
0/ 193/2023 against you.

Therefore, you are hereby summoned Lo
appear before the Hon'ble Commission in
person or by a pleader or by authorized
representative on the 25th day of September
2024 at 10.30 0°Clock in the fare noon in
default the case will be heard and considered
ex-parte in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of the
Commission, this 31 Day of July 2024,

By Ordher

Registrar

District Consumer Disputes
Redressai Commission,
Kolkata, Unit-1

Form Mo, 3

[See Regulabon-15 {1)a)] / 16(3)

DIEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL KOLKATA [DRT J)
Bt Flioor, Jeevan Sudha Bulding, 42-C,
Jawshar Lal Nehru Road, Kokata-700071

Casze No.: QASTSR017
Summons wnder sub-section (4] of section 15 of
fhe Act, read with sub-rule [24] of nas 5 of the
Debi Recovery Tribunal [Procedure) Rules, 1893,
Exh. No: 4616
PUNJAB NATIOMAL BANK
Vs
MD HAKIM MUD!I AND ORS
o
{1} 4D HAKIM MUTH AND ORS
VILL-CHOULPUR, PO-SUSSHAN, PS-BARAGAT,
Worth Twaendy Four Parganas, WEST BENGAL- T34
[2) SARIFUL MOLLA
VILL-GHOSHAL PUR, PO BASHAM, PS BARASAT
KORTH TWENTY FOUR PARGANAS,
WEST BEMGAL-TA3Z]
A1 ATUAR RAHMAN
WILL-POLTADANGS, PO-SENDMLIA, PE-BARASAT
RORTH TWENTY FOUR PARGAMAS,
WEST BEMGAL-T4343)
{43 DN MAHAMSLAD
VILL-CHOULPUR, PO-SUSSHAN, PS-BARASAT
NORTH TWENTY FOUR PARGANAS,
WEST BENGAL-TAMZ]
[5) WD FALIKLIR JAMAN
WILL-CHOULPUR, PO-SUESSHAN, PS-BARASAT
RORTH TWENTY FOUR PARGANAER,
WEST BENGAL-TAMZ]
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, CASTRZIT wan linted bofors
Hon'ble Presiding Oficar/Regisirar on
22072024
WHEREAS ifus Horblis Tribunal Is pleasid to
mkus summong nobice on he sad Apolicabon
under sechon T5(4) ol tha A, (L) Bed againsl
you for recovery of debls of R, 1818500/
|Epphcalon Wong with copies o dooumanks alc
annapd)
In sccordanck with sub-section (4) of seclion
19 of ha Act, you, e defendants ane dimcled
B U
{1} i show cagse wilhan hirty days of e senicn
of surnmons a8 & why refied prayed for should
nat b grarmed
[0} 1 dsciose particutars of properies OF Estaly
ofthasr Bran oparties and assalts speciliod by
e applicant under serial numbes 38 af tha
origral application
(o] you arg resiramed from deal i with or
REposng ol Secured EiEls o such oner assel
and properies disclosed under senal numbed
34, of fhe origmal application, pending haaring
and disposal of the appication for altachmenl
of propenes
(] you shall nod transfer by way of sale, loase
of ofhineiss, Bxcepl @ ik ronany coursa aof
tes busingss any of he assels owvar which
gecunty mieres! is crealed and' or other assals
gad properies specified or disclosed under
senigl number 34 of the onginal applcalion
without the prior approval of the Tribunal;
[v} you shall be liadble io accounl kar {he sala
proceeds realsad by sale of sscured asseds o
pther assels @nd propertiss in the ordinary
course of business and deposit such sale
procesds in the socount madntaingd with the
bank or financial instilutions holding security
bares! vl Such A5ERLS
¥ou are gko direciad o fie fhe witlen siaiemanl
with & copy thereal fumished fo the applicant
andd 1o appear before Registrar on 2511172024
ol 1030 AM. faling which the appication shal
b heard and dacided in your absance

Given under mry hand and the seal of this
Tribunal on this date: 26072024,

Reglstrar-In-Charge
Koliats Debls Recovery Tribunak3

epaper.thestatesman.com
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THUMBNAILS

Super egg & milk biscuits:
To encourage egg and milk
consumption among chil-
dren, ITC Sunfeast intro-
duced its latest product
innovation, Sunfeast Super
Egg & Milk Biscuit, with
'Goodness of Protein™. The
biscuit has been carefully
crafted by ITC" s product
development team to
ensure children derive
nutrition along with deli-
cious melt-in-the-mouth
experience with a super
crunch. The Sunfeast Egg
& Milk Biscuits will be avail-
able across South and East
India at a price point of Rs
5, Rs 10 and Rs 30.

Aadhar Housing Finance
growth of 21pc: Aadhar
Housing Finance Ltd,
announced its financial
results for the quarter
ended 30th June 2024.
With a stellar first quarter
performance, the Compa-
ny is poised for a strong
growth year ahead. Some
of the highlights for quar-
ter 1, FY25 are, assets
under management (AUM)
grew by 21 per cent to Rs
21,726 crore as of 30 June
from Rs 17,947 crore as of
30 June 2023. Total num-
ber of loan accounts as of
30 June reached
2,74,000+. Profit after tax
increased by 37 per cent in
Q1 FY25 to Rs 200 crore
from Rs 146 crore in Q1 FY
24.

Tata Motors disrupts the
mid - SUV segment with
India’s first SUV Coupe:
Defining a new era of SUV
design, Tata Motors,
India’ s leading automo-
tive manufacturer, today,
officially launched the
Curvv.ev and showcased
the Tata Curvv. Built on 5
key pillars of 'Shaped to
Stun’, 'Shaped for
Grandeur’, 'Shaped for
Performance, 'Shaped
for Innovative Technolo-
gy  and 'Shaped for
Absolute Safety’, the
Curvv marks the Compa-
ny s entry in to the high-
ly competitive mid-size
SUV segment.

Aadhar Housing Finance
growth of 21pc: Aadhar
Housing Finance Ltd,
announced its financial
results for the quarter
ended 30th June 2024.
Some of the highlights for
quarter 1, FY25 are, assets
under management (AUM)
grew by 21 per cent to Rs
21,726 crore as of 30 June
from Rs 17,947 crore as of
30 June 2023.

Benchmarkindicesendlower

amidhighvolatilesession

Sensexendedlower by 56.99 pointsor0.07pcat79,648.92 levelwhile the Nifty 50 closed at24,347.00level, down 20.50 pointsor0.08pc

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12AUGUST

enchmark indices

ended marginally

lower on Monday

amid the high volatile

session due to the Hindenburg
report on the SEBI chief.

Sensex and Nifty 50 gained

back all of the ground they

hadlost earlier and continued

to rise due to encouraging

trendsininternational stocks

and new inflows of foreign

money.

Sensex ended lower by
56.99 points or 0.07% at
79,648.92 level while the Nifty
50 closed at 24,347.00 level,
down 20.50 points or 0.08%.

On BSE, nearly 280 stocks
touched 52-week high includ-
ing Voltas, Jubilant Foodworks,
Oil India, Ajanta Pharma,
Glenmark Pharma, Coro-
mandel International, Lupin,
Muthoot Finance, Colgate
Palmolive, GlaxoSmithKline
Pharmaceuticals, Inox Wind,

GRM Opverseas, Stove Kraft,

India’s retail intlation softens
and aligns with RBI’s 4pc target

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Breaching5 per centin June,
the retail inflation rate in
India softened drastically
in July. According to data
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation on Monday,
retail inflation or Consumer
Price Index in July was at
3.54 per cent.

InJune, taking a departure
from the moderation it wit-
nessed in the past months,
it rose to 5.08 per cent,
pushed by rising food prices.

In July, there was a sharp
decline in the year-on-year
inflation rate based on the
All India Consumer Price
Index (CPI), which is the
lowestin thelast 59 months.

Year-on-year inflation
rate based on the All India
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
number is 3.54 per cent (Pro-
visional) for the month of
July, 2024. The corresponding
inflation rate for rural and
urban is 4.10 per cent and
2.98 per cent, respectively.

Food inflation for July
2024 is the lowest since June

2023. Year-on-year inflation
rate based on All India Con-
sumer Food Price Index
(CFPI) number is 5.42 per
cent (Provisional) for the
month of July, 2024. The
correspondinginflationrate
for rural and urban is 5.89
per cent and 4.63 per cent,
respectively.

Rising food prices con-
tinued to be a headache for
Indian consumers with the
inflation rate in the food
segment almost doubling
year-on-year in June.

The food inflation had
almost doubled to 8.36 per
centinJune, versus4.63 per
cent reported same month
of 2023.

Food prices continue to
remain a pain point for the
policymakers in India, who
wish to bringretail inflation
to4 per cent on asustainable
basis. But today's inflation
datashows the inflation has
aligned with the intended
target.

Annualretail inflationin
May was ata 12-month low
of 4.75 per cent, marginally
down from 4.83 per cent in
April. The retail inflation or

Consumer Price Index, in
December last year was 5.7
per cent, and since was mod-
erating.

The retail inflation in
India was in RBI's 2-6 per
cent comfort level but was
above the ideal 4 per cent
scenario.

Inflation has been a con-
cern for many countries,
including advanced
economies, but India has
largely managed to steer its
inflation trajectory quite
well. The eased month-on-
month retail inflation, barring
June, came on the heels of
RBI having maintained the
status quo in the repo rate
for the ninth straight occa-
sion.

Barring the recent pauses,
the RBI has raised the repo
rate by 250 basis points
cumulatively since May 2022
in the fight againstinflation.
Raising interest rates is a
monetary policy instrument
that typically helps suppress
demand in the economy,
thereby helping the inflation
rate decline. The repo rate
istherate of interest at which
the RBIlends to other banks.

Classified

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Suraiya Parvin, Wi/o.
Sk. Hasibul Islam, resid-
ing at Vill.: Rupdaypur,
P.O.: Panskura R.S.,
P.S.: Panskura, Dist.:
Purba Medinipur. That
my (Suraiya Parvin), hus-
band Sk. Hasibul Islam &
Hasibul Shekh is the
same and one identical
person as per affidavit
(No. 3206/24) before the
Court of 1st Class Sub-

I, TARIQUE Mohammad, son of
Mohammad Rafique, holder of

Indian Passport No. 23799291,
issued at Dubai on 17-10-2017,

permanent resident of 2A Dr

Biresh Guha Street, P.O.: Circus
Avenue, Kolkata-700017 and
presently residing at Flat No.
601, 4, Solaire Building, Al

Nahada Second, Dubai UAE, do

hereby change my name from
Tarique

diate effect vide affidavit before
1st Class Judicial Magistrate
Kolkata dated: 01-08-24.

Divisional Executive v
Magistrate at Tamluk on Lﬂg:?gﬂiﬂmﬂirﬂf
01-08-24. e Read, Uiban Towee7 Pt
Mo+ 170, Koliatn - FOUTET. | decine
Gl hat my nome wis recorded a5 ‘Al
EI' . Cartlcate & Passpont. by Aachar Cad
Kurmar Bhowmik, PAN Card, Vol Card, Bank Racords,
Age :36 yrs, of 26, Vacaing Certiicale my name has been
B.UK. EHHIEI{E'{PM, -I:::framlr Eﬂm a8 ‘Atul Kumar
Bag}‘;alam y ata Sultana’ the Judical Magsiraie
B have cha rry | ] Celcutta vide affdavi dated T August
name from Saiib 2004, | dectare that henceforth, | wil be
K Bhowmik known 25 Alul Kumer Sistang. Al Kumar
(Jadab) o ST Sl | | e i g
affidavit dt. 18/6/24
Tl NAvE cHANGE
Class Judicial
Magistrate, Alipore. | Sakar Sullania son of Atul

AS PER affidavit (No.-12611) of
First Class Judicial Magistrate
Court of Paschim Medinipore
dated 3-8-2024 known as Arif
Mukherjee from Sk Mahammad
Arif. Arif Mukherjee, S/o. Sumita
Mukherjee, R/o. Bibiganj, P.O.:
Midnapore, P.S.: Kotwali, Dist.:
Paschim Medinipore, Pin-
721101. This Sk Mahammad Arif
and Arif Mukherjee both are
same and identical person.

Kumar Sultania residing af
783, Chowbagha Road,
Urbana Tower-/, Flat No. -
1704, Kolkata - 700107 have
changed my name from
‘Sakar Sultania’ 1o 'Saakar
SuMtania' before the Judictal
Magisirate, Calcuita vide
affidavil dated Tth August
2024. | shall henceforth be
known a8 ‘Saakar Sultania’,
Sakar Sultania & Saakar
Suftania both are same and
identical parsan

Mohammad to
Mohammad Tarique, with imme-
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Goutam Das
Advocnin
Alipore Court, Kol-27
Htg. Mo.: WEB-390/2000

PUBLIC NOTICE ] TENDER N
| NOTICE | At

NOTICE

This is 0 inform In pendral
public that my cliani wish 1o
purchase the propery baing
land measuring 32 (Thirty
Two) decimals ba the same 8
litle mare or lass, lying and
situate at Mouza- Nonadanga,
comprised under C.5/R.8
Dag MNo. 120, within C.8
Khatian MNo. 151, J.L. No. 10,
Police Slation- Tollygunge
(Now Tiljala), District - South
24 Parganas, West Bengal
from MR. SUSHIL DAS, son
of Late Haralal Das, by faith-
Hindu, by Nationality- Indian,
residing ot Panchanan Gram,
PS.- Tiljala, Kolkata- 700039
and MR. BHARAT BISWAS,
son of Surendra Nath Biswas,
by faith- Hindu, by Nationality-
Indian, residing al 350,
Panchanan Gram, P.5.-Tiljala,
Kolkata- 700039, Any person
having any right, bitle, claim or
interast in the said property by
way of sale, inherilance,
pOSSession, sSuccession,
morigage, lean, lease, gift or
otherwisa however in respact
of the same, shall intimate the
pbjection in writing to the
undersigned with supporting
documents thereof within 7
days from the date of
publication of this notice or
else any such claims by
anyone shall not be
considerad and shall deemed
to kave been waived and | or
abandoned. And my client
shall proceed to conclude the
negotiations ‘and no claim
shall be entertained thereatfier

Mr. Subhro Kanti Roy
Chowdhury (Advocate)
High Court Calcutta.

' RAMAKRISHNA MISSION

BLIND BOYS ACADEMY
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama, Narendrapur
Kolkata-700103
E-Tender is invited for
"Renovation, Supply &
Installation in Mushroom
Spawn Laboratory,
Central AC System and
Laminar Airflow
Horizontal Machine"
against Ref. No. BBA / E-
TENDER / MP / 001 / 24-
25, dated 10-08-2024, for
details visit: wbtenders.
gov.in & https:/Irkmbba.

org
Sd/-
BBA Authorities
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among others.

On Nifty50, shares of Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation
Ltd (2.59%), Hero MotoCorp
Ltd (2.15%), Axis Bank Ltd
(1.80%), JSW Steel Ltd (1.53%)
and Divi's Laboratories Ltd
(1.46%) ended as top gainers.

Adani Ports and Special
EconomicZoneLtd (2.33%),
NTPCLtd (2.16%), Dr. Reddy's
Laboratories Ltd (1.76%), Bri-
tannia Industries Ltd (1.59%),
and Adani Enterprises Ltd
(1.46%) were among the lag-
gards.

Among the sectors, Nifty
Realty, Metal, Oil & Gas, Con-
sumer Durable, IT ended in
while PSU Banks, Auto, FMCG,
and Media ended in red. Nifty
Pharma ended flat.

On the broader market
front, the Nifty Midcap 100
closed up 0.27%, while the
Nifty SmallCap 100 closed
0.19% higher, both outper-
formingbenchmarkindices.
The fear gauge index, the
India VIX closed 3.47% high-
er.

Shares of railway PSUs
surged as the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs,
chaired by PM Modi approved
eight projects of Ministry of
Railways with a total estimated
cost of Rs 24,657 crore on
Friday.

The projects, covering 14
districts, will beimplemented
in Odisha, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Bihar, Telangana, and West
Bengal with the construction
of 64 new stations.

Market showsresilience post-Hindenburg
report,indicatesinvestors’ confidence

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12AUGUST

Even after the higher antici-
pations that the market will
react brutally towards the
Hindenburgreport over SEBI
chief, theitshowed resilience
on Monday.

The stock markets during
mid-trading, shrugged off
concernsraised by therecent
Hindenburg report.

Despite opening with a
slightdip, both the BSE Sensex
and Nifty 50 indices managed
to recover during mid-day
trading, movinginto positive
territory, indicating investor
confidence and market
strength.

Trading day began with a
cautious sentiment with the
markets opening lower. The

Nifty 50 index started at
24,320.05, down by 47.45
points or 0.19 per cent, while
the BSE Sensex saw a more
significant drop, opening at
79,296.67, down by 409.24
points or 0.69 per cent.
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The markets quickly recov-
ered from thisinitial decline,
with both indices bouncing
back into the green as the
trading session progressed.

Notably, the recovery high-
lights the market's resilience
and the broader investor sen-
timent that appears to be
largely unaffected by the Hin-
denburg report.

Interestingly, even stocks
of the Adani Group, which
were expected to be the most

=

affected, showed only minor
fluctuations, reinforcing the
market's dismissal of the
report.

SEBI had also urged
investors to remain calm and
conduct thorough research
before reacting to the Hin-
denburg Research report.

"Investors should remain
calm and exercise due diligence
before reacting to suchreports.
Investors may also like to take
note of the disclaimer in the

report that states thatreaders
should assume that Hinden-
burgResearch mayhave short
positions in the securities
covered in the report," the
SEBI said in a statement.

On Sunday, in ajoint state-
ment, the SEBI chief and her
husband thrashed all the alle-
gations made by the US short-
seller.

Specifically on the 2015
investment, the duo said,
“The investment in the fund
referred toin the Hindenburg
reportwasmadein 2015when
theywere both private citizens
livingin Singapore and almost
2years before Madhabijoined
SEBI, even as a Whole Time
Member.”

“The decision to invest in
this fund was because the
ChiefInvestment Officer, Anil
Ahuja, is Dhaval’s childhood
friend from school and IIT
Delhi and, being an ex-employ-
ee of Citibank, JP Morgan
and 3i Group plc, had many
decades of strong investing
career,” it added.

HR leaders expect moderate
growth, substantial job creation

-

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 12 AUGUST

The Indian job market is set
to navigate a multifaceted
path as we move forward.
While this inclusive strategy
iscommendable, itisimper-
ative to complement these
efforts with robust training
and development programs
to ensure employees are ade-
quately equipped to excel in
these cutting-edge roles. That’s
what HR and staffing experts
feel. Goingbyarecent survey,
while the majority of HR lead-
ers (62 per cent) expect mod-
erate growth this financial
year, indicating steady expan-
sion across various sectors, a
smaller segment (8 per cent)
is anticipating substantial job
creation, particularly in thriving
industries. This optimistic
outlook is largely driven by
the rapidly evolving tech
sector, where innovations
and digital transformation
are fuelling a heightened
demand for skilled profes-
sionals. These figures notwith-

epaper.thestatesman.com

standing, 15 per cent ofleaders
are bracing for a potential
downturn, influenced by eco-
nomic uncertainties and global
trends. Additionally, 15 per
cent foresee a stable job mar-
ket, reflecting a cautious opti-
mism amidst these varied
predictions. This complex
landscape highlights the neces-
sity for businesses to imple-
ment agile strategies to effec-
tively navigate India’s evolving
employment scenario in the
country, if the study by Biz
Staffing Comrade Pvt Ltd, a
leadingname in the HR realm,
is to be believed.
Compensation strategies
are equally nuanced. The
same survey reveals a wide
range of salary adjustments,
with 54 per cent of the top
leaders reported their organ-
izations offering increments
between 5 per cent and 10
per cent, and 38 per cent pro-
viding increments between
10 per cent and 15 per cent.
While these figures indicate
a commitment to employee
welfare, the 8 per cent of

leaders reported companies
offering increments below 5
per cent are treading on per-
ilous ground. In a tightlabour
market, competitive com-
pensation is crucial for attract-
ing and retaining top talent.
These organizations risklosing
valuable employees to com-
petitors offering more lucrative
packages. Therefore, the road
ahead is undoubtedly chal-
lenging, but it also presents
immense opportunities.
Organisations that can suc-
cessfully adapt to the changing
dynamics of the workforce,
invest in employee develop-
ment, and create a culture of
innovation will emerge as
leaders. There is no doubt
whatsoever that the key to
success lies in building a
resilientand adaptable work-
force, equipped with the skills
and mindset to thrive in a
rapidly changing world.
Mind you that the predicted
surge in Al and Machine
Learning has created a dual-
edged challenge: immense
opportunity and acute talent

scarcity. And to bridge this
talent gap, organisations are
implementing a multifaceted
approach, including upskilling
their workforce, tappinginto
referral networks, and expand-
ing recruitment horizons to
less saturated talent pools
such as tier II and tier III
cities. There are many experts,
who think that the confluence
ofeconomic uncertainty and
technological acceleration
has transformed the HR land-
scape into a complex and
dynamic terrain. Overall, one
can expect a critical role of
HR in navigating these tur-
bulent waters. It's no longer
sufficient to be amere admin-
istrative function; HR must
evolve into a strategic partner.
By understanding the evolving
talentlandscape, anticipating
future trends, and imple-
menting data-driven strategies,
HRleaders can create acom-
petitive advantage.
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Major wildfireragesout of

controlonfringes of Greek capital

By mid-morning, the fire wasburning mainly on two separate fronts, withsome partsin particularly difficulttoreach
areasonamountain northeast of Athens

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ATHENS, 12, AUGUST

undreds of firefight-

ersbacked bymore

than 30 water-drop-

ping planes were
battling a major forest fire
raging outof control Monday
onthenorthern fringes of the
Greek capital. Hospitals and
residential suburbs were evac-
uated.

Fanned by strong winds,
the blaze that began Sunday
afternoon wasracing through
pine forestsleft tinder-dry by
repeated heat waves this sum-
mer, coming on the heels of
aparticularly dry winter. June
and July of this year were the
hottestmonths ever recorded

in Greece, which also recorded
its warmest winter ever.

By mid-morning, the fire
was burning mainly on two
separate fronts, with some
parts in particularly difficult
toreach areas onamountain
northeast of Athens, Climate
Crisis and Civil Protection
Minister Vassilis Kikilias said.

Authoritieswere faced with
“an exceptionally dangerous
fire, which we have been fight-
ing for more than 20 hours
under dramatic circum-
stances,” Kikilias said. Con-
ditions were exacerbated by
the very strong winds.

The fire department said
670 firefighters, backed by 27
teams specially trained to
tacklewildfires and including

more than 80 members of
the armed forces, were battling
the flames. More than 180
vehicles were deployed, while
more than 30 water-dropping
planes and helicopters were
providing aerial support.

A children’s hospital, a
military hospital, two monas-
teries and a children’s home
were evacuated early Monday,
while evacuation orders were
issued for more than adozen
areas, including Marathon

and several Athens suburbs.
Three Athens hospitals were
put on heightened alert to
treat any potential injuries.

Local mediareported two
firefighters were slightly injured,
while several civilians were
treated in hospitals for smoke
inhalation.

Authoritiesin nearby sub-
urbs opened atleast one sports
hall and were providingrooms
in hotels for evacuees, while
yet more suburbs were put
on standby for potential evac-
uation.

The police department
said 380 police officers with
77 vehicles, 36 motorcycles,
three buses and four vans
were assisting in the evacua-
tions, and by mid-morning

had helped move more than
250 people away from the
path of the flames. It posted
a video on its social media
channels showing police offi-
cers carrying elderly people
in their arms out of houses
and to waiting vehicles, against
a backdrop of a night sky
turned red from the flames
and smoke.

The fire sent a blanket of
smoke over the center of the
Greek capital, darkening the
sky. Itbegan Sunday afternoon
about 35 kilometers (22 miles)
from Athens and was fanned
by strong winds that quickly
droveit out of control. Author-
ities said flames at times tow-
ered more than 25 meters (80
feet) in height.

Taiwan govt reports
increased Chinese
activity near territory

AGENCIES
TAIPEI 12 AUGUST

Taiwan's Ministry of National
Defence (MND) said that it
detected nine Chinese military
aircraftand nine naval vessels,
and three of the aircraft entered
its Air Defence Identification
Zone from 6 am (local time)
onSundayto6am (local time)
on Saturday.

Ofthe nine Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA), three
aircraft crossed the median
line of the Taiwan Strait and
entered Taiwan's southeastern
and southwestern Air Defence
Identification Zone (ADIZ).
Taiwan's MND said that it
has monitored the situation
and responded accordingly.

Inresponse to China's mil-
itaryaction, Taiwan sent aircraft
and naval ships and deployed

coastal-based missile systems
to monitor PLA activity.

In a post on X, Taiwan's
MNDsaid, "9PLAaircraftand
9 PLAN vessels operating
around Taiwan were detected
up until6a.m. (UTC+8) today.
3 of the aircraft crossed the
median line of the Taiwan
Strait. This latest incident
adds to a series of similar
provocations by China in
recent months. China has
increased its military activities
around Taiwan, includingreg-
ular air and naval incursions
into Taiwan's ADIZ and military
exercises near the island.

On Sunday, Taiwanese
MND said that eight Chinese
military aircraft and eight
naval vessels were operating
from6am (local time) on Sat-
urday to 6 am (local time) on
Sunday.
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59, Metro Railway, Kolkata

E-Tender Notice No.: 07/24-25 dt.: 12.08.2024 for procurement of
stores. E-Tenders for following items have already been uploaded in
www.ireps.gov.in with all details. Manual bid will not be accepted.
Corrigendum/Amendment, If any, would be uploaded only in the
aforesaid websile.
; S Quant Closin
Tender No. | Brief Description ntity Date & Time
01245043 | Spare Parts for Gear Assy. | 1 Set :?%EEE‘
01231B55A | Pressure Govemor for 10 Sets 20.08.2024
AC Rakes 11.00 Hrs.
M221894F | GP Relay M2 78 Nos 27.08.2024
11.00 Hrs.
012450134 | Spare parts for MR-400 1 Set 29.08.2024
senes Raks - 11.00 Hrs.
1Z351TIA | Spare parts for Pnaumatic 1 Set 11.08. 2024
door items 11.00 Hrs.
PCMM, Metro Railway, Kolkata
Follow us at: [l / metrorailwaykol fi /metrorailkolkata

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender No.: LLH-Comp-Rallnet-
Etharnet, dated: 08.08.2024. Dy
CME/P, CAW Warkshop, Eastern
Railway, Liluah, Howrah-T11204
invites open E-Tender in single
packet systam for the following work
MName of the work: Raiinat
Connectivity at vanous departments
of Liluah Haiway Hospital and Admin
Building through Ethernel cable.
Advertised Value: T 23,33,860
Earnest Money: T 46,700. Tender
Document Cost: ¥ 0. Tender
Closing Date and time: 28.08 2024
at 17.00 hrs, Bidding Start Date :
14.08.2024. Date and time of
uploading tender: 07.08.2024 al
15.34 hrs. Validity of Offer: 120
Days. Period of Completion : 60
days. Website parficulars from whanrs
landaer papar can bé downlopded;
www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will ba
abla 1o submit their original/revisad
bids uplo closing date and time anly
Manual offers are not allowed
against this tendar and any such
manual offer recelved shall be

ignared. (MISC-131/2024-25)
Terdar NOtiCEs & 350 dvailable 31 wabisie:

[wrara. 21 inddanraileays. gov. in weeLireps. gowin

EASTERN RAILWAY

The lollowing E-lender is inviled by
the 5r. Divisional Electrical Enginesr
(GenerallEasiem Railway, Saaldah,
2nd Floor, Remole Gontrol Building,
Eastern Railway, Kolkata-700 014
in conraction with tha fallowing work:
Tender No.: ELEG-0T-1129-2024-
25, Date: 08.08.2024. Particulars
of the work: Powar supply
mrangoment work: Sealdeh Diision:
Provision of 01 no. lift at
Cossimbazar station, Tender valus:
¥ 4.56.317. Earnost Monoey: T 5,100
Cost of tender document: T 0,
Completion period: 12 monihs
Tender Publication Date:
08.08 2024, Tender Closing Date
& Thmee: 03,00.2024 at 14.00 hrs
Tender Bid Opening Date &Time
: 03.08.2024 ahar 14.00 hrs, Tender
Bidding Start Date: 20.08.2024.
Details of tender nolice and
comgendum Issued from hme 10
time are available at website ;
www.ireps.gov.in,
(SDAH-1502024-25)
Tends Nolices ane also hvailable 3 websile

www e indianriilwa ye gov. in www ireps. gov.in

Follow us al: B3@EasternRailway
€ easternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at: E@EasternRailway

EASTERN RAILWAY
Following E-tendis I8 invited onling by
Dy. Cheal Projact Manager (Engg), Gaél
Shaktl Linit, Enstérn Railway, Howrah,
OAM Building, near Rallway Station,
Howrah-711101 from tendorars hoving
apariencd of simiar nature of work ind
requirind financial capabilities ncluding
thosa Ragistersd with (rrgationCPWODY
SEB/MES or any public seclor
undertaking for the lollowing work:
E-Tendor No.: 01_2024-25, Date:
09.08.2024. Dascription ol work:
Replacemant of Did & Overaged Panal
interiocking 1o Elactronic interiocking
o Bhadeeatnwar (BHR) station of Howrah
Division undar the jurisdiction of
CPMGSUHowrah, Approx. Cost: T
2,42 74,077 42, Earnest Money: T
2,771,400, Cost of Tander Form: ¥ D
Compleation Period: 4 (four) months
from the date of issue of accoplance
ilattar. In case the date of closing
mantionad in the Notice Inviting Tender
is declared a hokday/bandh’ sirike on
any account, the date of closing lender
onling will not be changed as the
apphcation in the wobalto of IREPS doas
not permid submisalion of any offer afer
closing date and tima of the tondor
However, opening of tendar ondineg will
be dong on the next working date
Closing date and time of tender:
04 06 2024 &l 15.00 hrs, The details ol
tender is avallable at wabsiie
www. lreps.gov.In, Tenderers ara
requestad to submif their offer onling on
the sbove wabsiie, Paymeont of EMD
and TDC~ paymant of Earmest Monay
Deposit | EMD) & Tander documn cost,
in raspect of E-lendering, should be
sccapted through nel banking or
paymant gaieway only, NOTE : Fixed
Deposit Recelpl (FDR) will not be
asccepiad as EMD for tenders mvited on
IREPS [e-tender portal). No manual ofier
will ba accepled. (HWH-2182024-25)

Tendir Nalices & 3850 avallabie 5 wabisie

. . andianealbaays . o bn wweLirepe. pov.in

) easternrailwayheadquarier

EASTERN RAILWAY
Foliowing E-lender is imvited onling by
ar. Divisional Englneaart. Eastern
Ralbway, Howrah, DAM Bullding, noar
Ralbway Station, Howrah-711101 from
lenchisners hiving exporienca of simikar
nature of work and required finanalal
capabiies including those Reglstored
wilth migabon CPWIVSEBMES or any
public secior undartaking for the
Inllowing work: [Under Sr.DENHQ/
Howrah]. E-fender No.: 159 2024-25,
Date: 05.08.2024. Description of work:
Zone Mo. 5 (Horticullure zone) under
AEM/HQ/Howrah, PE 30.06.2025
Horticuliure and planiation related
work under the jurisdiction ol
AEN/HO/Howrah. Approx. Cost:
¥ 60.00,000. Earnest Money:
T 1.20,000. Cost of Tender form: T 0,
Completion Perfod: 12 (welve) months
trioem the date of ssue of acceplanca
letter. In case the date of closing
menticnad in the Motice Inviting Tendar
s declared a haldaybandhy strike on
any acoount, The date ol closing tender
anling will nol be changed as tha
EppRcation in the websie ol IREPS does
not pormmi submission of any offer after
closeng date and bime of the tendar
Hénwirvid, Dpaning of tendas onling will
be done on the next working day,
Closing date and time of tender:
02 00 2024 at 14.00 hrs. The dedalls ol
lendar are available al websile.
wa'w Irepa.gav.in, Tenderars ara
meguestied bo subeml thetr offer onling on
the above website. Payment of EMD
and TDC- paymant of Eamisi Monoy
Desposit (EMD) & Tender documeant cost,
in respact ol E-lendering, should be
gccepled through nel banking or
paymeni galeway only. NOTE : Fixed
Deposit Receipt (FOR) will nol be
accepied ss EMD for tenders invited on
IREFS (e-tender portal). No manual oler
will be accepted, (HWH-223/2024-25)

Tenger Kotices @ 20 availahle at website
Pwwrm e indianrailways Qo inww ineps.gou.in
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EASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No.: 222-S1/W-II,
dated: 00.08.2024. Following e-
landars are invited onling by tha
Davisional Rabsay Manager, Eastern
Raiway, 2nd Floor, Control Buliding,
DRM Bullding, Kaizer Street,
Sealdah, Kolkata-700014 for the
following works: Si.No.-1. Tender
MNo.: TN-129-24-25. Name of the
work: Al Dum Dum Junclion-
Majerhal Circular Raibway. Provisson
of standard height gauge as per
RDS0 at Level Crossing Gate No
26, 27,1, 4,5 6,10, 11, 13 and 1
at Caossipore (Total 0B nos, | with all
ancillary works under Senior Section
Engineer [Works|/Chitpur. Tender
value: © 1,21.50,684 37. Earnest
Money Deposited: T 2,10,800.
SLNo.-2 Tender No.: TN-130-24-
25. Name of the work: Weiding of
rail pints by Alumino Thermil SKV
process ncluding supply of welding
portion and supervision under the
jurisdiction of Senior Divisional
Engineer/1/Sealdah. Tender value:
T 3,22 .05283.10. Earnest Money
Deposited: T 3,11,000. Sl.No.-3
Tender No.: TN-131-24-25. Name
of the work: Heplacement of
existing GE maka E.l. system with
now E.L system at Budge Budge
and Plassey station in Sealdah
Division, Tender wvalues:
44,52 518.24. Earnest Money
Deposited: T 89,100 Date and time
of closing of tender : 03.09 2024
at 15,00 hra. (for SIlLNG. 1 10 3 each)
Complation pariod for the work:
12 {twalva) months (lor SLNo. 1 & 2
each) & 09 (nine) months [lor S1L.No
3). The tender documents and other
details are a! www.ireps.gov.in
The bidding for the tender is to be
submitted through the g-lendaring
on above wobsite. Manual offers will
be summarily rejected, Dale and
tima of opening of tender is
03.09.2024 at 15.30 hrs. (for SL.No

I 1o 3 pach) (SDAH-140/2024-25)
Terdar Mohces are also availabie af wedsite
Wi e indianr adwinys gov s wwe ireps. o n
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£ | NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

ELECTRIC LOCO SHED

GORAKHPUR
Online opean E-tender are nvited by
et Dinvisional Elsctrical Enginsar
TRS/Electric Loco Shad/Gorakhpur/
Morth Eastern Radlway, acting for and on
bahalf of the President of India {or tha
following work. Tender Notice No, &
Description | Tender Motlce Mo, :
ELS-GKP-BOGIE-2023-rev "
Dismantling and Cleaning of Bogle
Frama and s components of Ekactnc
Locomotives at Electric Loco Shed
Gosakhpur for 02 Years.® M-9Tl-@
Ama (8 d) ¥ 11,80.197.60 AMhw

&+ (&, ) ¥ 23,600.00 Cost of Tender
Form: T0.00 Contract Period : 24
Months. « Cffer can be uploadad by the
tenderar, up to 15:00 Hrs. on
16092024 and will be opaned aftar
15:00 Hrs. on 16.05.2024, = Detailed
information, minimum eligibility crikera,
Tarms and Conditions regarding this e-
tendar are available at websile
wharsi ireps.gov.in « Tendensr should
check any correction/corrigendum
retated b this e-lender nolice on the
websiie bafore uploading thedr affar,
DEEMRS, Electric Loco Shed,

CPROVEL-109 Gorakhpur
e Sot smoke Bidi/( 'I',.!;Ir'rll.r in train

EASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tender Notice No.: 0-AC-T-123-
24-25 (Open), Data: 09.08.2024, E-
Tendar (Open) is invited by the
Divisional Railwvay Manager, Eastem
Railway, Asansol Division, Station
Road, Asansaol, Pin-713301 for the
loliowing work: Case No.: O-AC-T-
123-24-25. Name of the work :
Open tender for interlocking &
upgradation of LC Gate No. BAB/E
in Tapasi-Barabani Main Lina
section, 3C/E in Tapasi-Barabani
chord line sacton & 27/C/E In Andal-
Sainthia section under the
jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/M/Asansol
Tender value: T 2,36,709,6832.76.
Earnest Money: T 268,400,
Completion period for the wark:
09 months. Date and time of
closing: 09.09.2024 at 12.00 hrs.
Complate details can be seen in the

Fasharory s wobailo www. ireps.gav.in
(ASN-144/2024-25)
Tendar Mofices are abso awadlable at wobsin

@ easternrailwayheadquarter

| 1 H.mlihl“]w,huw.hpt.mu._ln
Follow us at: E@EasternRailway

AGENCIES
QUETTA, 12 AUGUST

As Balochistan continues to
face a dire situation with
enforced disappearances, 18
individuals were reported
missing in the last weeks of
July this year, with five dead
bodies found, The Balochistan
Post stated in its bi-weekly
report.

Enforced disappearances
in Balochistan, an issue that
has persisted for more than
twenty years, for which,
Baloch nationalists, activists,
and human rights groups
have been regularly accusing
Pakistani intelligence agencies
and security forces of carrying
out these abductions and
extrajudicial killings.

Despite the considerable

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notica No.: ELD-125-WC-
OT-04-24, Dale: 08.08.2024. E-
tendar is invited by the Sr, Divisional
Elactrical Engineer (TRD), Eastemn
Rallway, Howrah, dth Floor, Yatri
Miwas., near Howrah Station,
Howrah-711101 tor tha following
wiork. Tender No. : ELD-125-WC-
OT-04-24. Name of the work with
its location : Supply, eraction,
testing & commissioning of 25 AC
OHE for shifting of ladder at Howrah
End (X-over poinl no. 57TAMB, 56,
A3AE, 52AB) to Increase CALICSH
of UP line 2 1o accommodate full
length Goods train at Khana in
Howrah Division of Eastern Railway.
Approx. cost of the work : T
1,18,27 564, Cost of tender form:
Mil. Earnest Money/Bid Security
to be deposited: ¥ 2,09,100
Completion period of the work:
12 (Twealve) months from the date
of issue of LOA. Tender closing
date & time: 1500 hrs. on
30.08.2024. Opening of tender:
Tander will ba opanad any tima after
cloging ol tendar. Tenderars may
visit woebsite www.ireps.gov.in for
full detalls! descriplion/spacification
ol the tenders and submit thair bid
onkne. Manual offars are nat allowed
against ihis tendar and any manual
ofter f recedved shall not be accepted
and will ba summarily rejected

[HWH-218/2024-25)

Foicinr Notices ane also avallable & websiin

Janiow, &0, bnidlamrailwigs. g dnwete. irapa. gou.in
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AGENCIES
TEHRAN,12 AUGUST

Iran's President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Charles
Michel, the president of
the European Council, have
exchanged views on the
resumption of the talks on
therevival ofa 2015 nuclear
deal.

In a phone call on Sun-
day, the two sides discussed
bilateral ties as well as the
regional and international
issues of common interest,
including the promotion
of multilateralism in the
world and developments
in Gaza, Xinhua news agency
reported, citing a statement
published on the website
of the Iranian President's
office.

On the resumption of
the nuclear talks between
Iran and the other parties
to the deal, Pezeshkian said
the existence of trust and
safeguarding bilateral inter-
ests were the basis for an
agreement.

He added that should
both sides fulfil their com-
mitments and help build
mutual trust, in addition
toreviving the nuclear deal,
other bilateral issues could
be discussed.

Pezeshkian highlighted
the necessity to establish a
multilateral world order,
saying the US "policies
towards and pressures on

evidence provided by these
organizations, the Pakistani
government denies any
involvement.

Over this period of the
second half of July 2024, 18
individuals were reported
missing, four were released,
and five dead bodies were
discovered.

However, thereportdoes
not include those detained

4

countries such as Iran and
its bids to deprive them of
their rights and interests
were aimed at preventing
the establishment ofanew
world order as well as the
restoration of stability and
calm to the world".

Iran had always support-
ed ensuring peace and sta-
bility in the world and for
all peoples and maintained
that any trend or movement
in any part of the world
thatjeopardized those values
should be stopped, he
added.

On the developmentsin
Gaza, Pezeshkian said
through enforcing "double
standards, the United States
and some Western countries
had emboldened Israel in
its perpetration of acts of

18 people reported missing in Balochistan, five
dead bodies found in second half of July

in connection with the Baloch
Raaji Muchi (Baloch National
Gathering) in Gwadar and
other areas. These detainees,
who include women, children,
the elderly, and men, number
in the hundreds, with esti-
mates suggesting over 500
people may have been abduct-
ed. The exact figures remain
unclear due to a partial black-
out of mobile networks.

[ran, European Council discuss
resumptionofnucleartalks

terror and heinous crimes"
in the Palestinian coastal
enclave and West Asian
countries, having further
compromised peace and
security in the region and
the world.

The European Council
president, for his part,
expressed willingness for
the resumption of the
nuclear talks, hoping for
the start of effective inter-
action between the Euro-
pean Union and Iran based
on safeguarding mutual
interests and removing
obstacles to the expansion
of bilateral cooperation.

He also voiced the Euro-
pean countries' interest in
improving the level of ties
with Iran.

EASTERN RAILWAY

Notices No.: Sig_W_5_Policy,
Date: 09.08.2024, Open e-tender s
imvited by Sr. Divl. Sig. & Telecom
Engineer/Eastern Railway/Malda,
FPO-Jhaljhalia, Dist-Malda, Pin-
732102 (W.B.) Tor the lollowing
works: SLNo.-1. e-Tender No.:
MLDT Sig AMC_OFC_OT. Name
of the work: Annual Maintenance
Contract (AMC) of 24F OFC cable
of saction Hansdiha-Parayahat,
Parayahat-Kathwan & Kathwan-
Godda Hall lor 02 years, Tendor
Value: ¥ 16,57 568, Earnest Money
: 36,200, SL.No.-2. e-Tendoer No.:
MLDT CAMC COA_24-25 OT.
Name of the work: Comprahensive
AMC of Control Office Application
connecied with daia loggers at
Maida Drvision with OEM/Authonsad
Dealer for threse years, Tender
Value: ¥ 15,56 678.36. Earnast
Money : T 39,100, Date & Time for
submission of e-tender : Uplo
11.00 hrs. of 02.09.2024 from
19.08.2024 (for 5LNo. 1 & 2 sach).
Website particulars & Notice
board: Websile: www.ireps.gow.in.
Maotice Board : 5r.0DSTE Office, DRM
Baiding, Malda. [MLD-T3/2024-25)
Tender Nolices ané also avaltably 32 websile,

Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway
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Typhoon Maria wreaks
havoc in Japan

AGENCIES
TOKYO, 12AUGUST

Typhoon Maria on Monday
madelandfall in the northeast
Japanese prefecture of Iwate,
unleashingrecord-breaking
rainfall and severe disruptions
across the Tohoku region.

The fifth typhoon of the
year caused a severe tropical
storm, landing around 8:30
a.m. local time, reported
Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA), warning of continued
heavyrains and strongwinds,
particularly on the Pacific
side of Tohoku, the country's
northeast region.

In the 48 hours leading
up to Monday morning, Kuji
City in Iwate received 450
millimetres of rain, while
Otsuchi Town saw 255.5 mil-
limetres, both the highest
recorded since data collection
began, reports Xinhua news
agency.

Transportation has been
severely impacted by the
storm. Japan Airlines and

AN EHEEN

All Nippon Airways have
cancelled over 80 flights,
mainly connecting Tohoku
with Tokyo and Osaka.

EastJapan Railway Com-
panyreports potential delays
on the Tohoku, Yamagata,
and Akita Shinkansen lines,
and has suspended opera-
tions on some local lines.
Road travel is also affected,
with sections of the Tohoku
and Joban Expressways likely
to be closed due to the ongo-
ing downpour.

With more rainfall expect-
ed, especially along the coast
ofthe Sea of Japan, landslide
risks are escalating in Iwate
and surrounding areas,
according to the JMA.
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Theroleoftransaction bankingin
streamlining educational
funding and scholarships

VAIBHAV TAMBE

ransaction banking
has been of great
importance to finan-
cial institutions as
itaids digitally-backed seam-
less operations by managing
awiderange of banking serv-
ices thatinvolve transactions
of varyingkinds for businesses,
public enterprises, and edu-
cational institutes. With a
focus on easing educational
funding and scholarships,
transaction banking can help
optimise processes, ensuring
efficient distribution and
management of capital.

How does transaction
banking simplify processes
regarding educational
funding?

1. Enhanced fund dis-
bursement: Transaction
banking offers automated
payment systems which can
manage bulk disburse-
ment requests error-
free. Given the rising
demand among
Indian stu-
dents to seek
education
overseas,
education-
al institu-
tions need
to ensure
that their
payment
systems
are

robust to provide a safe and
secure environment while
dealing with bulk disburse-
ments. For educational
institutions, it translates to
seamless transfer of schol-
arship funds directly to stu-
dents' accounts in a real-
time and safe environment.

2. Heightened security:
Transaction banking servic-
es follow strong security
protocols to protect the
stakeholders’ interests and
funds against fraud. A cru-
cial element for risk-free
disbursement of scholarship
funds, which are majorly
targeted by fraudulent activ-
ities. Secure banking sys-
tems ensure that funds
reach the intended recipi-
ents without any potential
risks.

3. Improved financial
management: Providing
centralised plat-

forms to

help institutional users
manage all their financial
transactions, transaction
banking services let educa-
tional institutions optimally
have a tab on the allocation,
distribution, and monitor-
ing of scholarship funds,
hence reducing the margin
of errors in former manual
processes. Transaction
banking also provides all-
inclusive reporting tools to
help educational institu-
tions with detailed reports
on fund usage. These
reports help audit and
maintain compliance with
financial regulations.

How transaction bank-
ing supports financial
inclusion

1. Ease of banking
services: Transaction bank-
ing service providers part-
ner with educational insti-
tutions to provide bank
accounts for stu-
dents,

which enables the students,
especially the marginalised
ones, to manage their
finances optimally and
receive scholarship funds
directly to their accounts.
Several transaction banks
also sensitise students with
vital financial information
on managing their finances,
budgeting, and planning for
future expenses.

2. Online banking: As
mobile and online banking
increasingly have become a
mainstay in the financial
world, students can access
their funds anytime and
anywhere. This convenience
is of great benefit for stu-
dents who may find it diffi-
cult to access physical bank
branches. Transaction
banks leverage intuitive
banking platforms for stu-
dents to have easy access.
These platforms are
equipped with features like

transaction his-
tories,
budget-
ing

tools, etc.

Simplifying partner-
ships and innovations

1. Educational institu-
tions partnerships: Trans-
action banks partner with
educational institutions to
develop customised finan-
cial solutions that are bene-
ficial for both the institution
and the students. These
solutions include cus-
tomised scholarship dis-
bursement schedules, spe-
cialised accounts, and ded-
icated support services.
Transaction banks often
engage in R&D to innovate
financial products and serv-
ices that increase the effi-
ciency of educational fund-
ing.

2. Leveraging technol-
ogy: Using blockchain tech-
nology, transaction banking
has great potential to grow
transparency and the secu-
rity of funds. Blockchain
technology ensures that all
transactions are recorded in
an encrypted environment,
hence bringing down the
risk of fraud. In terms of Al
and ML, artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning
algorithms can help us
understand large amounts
of data to identify trends
and patterns in the educa-
tional funding sector.

Transaction banking,
hence, keeps playing a crit-
ical role in helping optimise

educational funding and

scholarships by providing

reliable, optimal, auto-

mated, and innova-

tive financial servic-

es. Through auto-

mated payment

systems, robust

security meas-

ures, better

financial man-

agement tools,

and support for

financial inclu-

sion, transac-

tion banking is

here to ease the

roadblocks that

many students

undergo while

exploring educa-

tional institutions

and managing their
funds effectively.

The writer is the founder
& CEO of TransBnk

Strathclyde Business Schoolis
offering master’s scholarships for
international students

trathclyde Business

School, Glasgow, is

now offeringanumber

of master’s scholarships
forJanuary2025. Candidates
must be deemed international
for fee status, and scholarship
awards will be to the value of
£9,000t0 £12,000, depending
on the subjectarea and course
fee.

The scholarships will be
awarded on merit, rather
than financial need, to can-
didates who demonstrate in
both their scholarship appli-
cation and their master's
programme application
excellent academic per-
formance (current and/or
previously gained), any rel-
evant extra-curricular or
professional experience and
career development and
who will contribute to the
overall academic, cultural
and experiential profile of
the programme cohort.

Scholarships will be
awarded on a rolling basis
from early August 2024
onwards, and the final dead-
line for consideration of
applications will be 4
December 2024. Please do
not submit duplicate appli-
cations, as all forms and
statements submitted will
remain under considera-
tion.

Key facts

Num-
ber of
schol-

arships: Up to a maximum
of 35

Value: Varies by course
fee - Between £9,000 and
£12,000

Deadline: 4 December
2024

Helps with: Tuition fees

Subject eligibility -
Accounting & finance, eco-
nomics, entrepreneurship,
human resource manage-
ment, marketing, business,
hospitality & tourism, man-
agement, management sci-
ence, data analytics

Eligibility:

- Candidates must be
self-funded (i.e. not in
receipt of any funding from
any other scholarships,
employer sponsorship, etc.)
and already hold an offer of
a place on an SBS MSc pro-
gramme for the January
2025 intake and also be
deemed international
with regards to fee sta-
tus.

- Students are
only eligible for
one scholarship
per academic
year from the
University of ,/
Strath-
clyde.

Online and blended learn-
ing programmes are not eli-
gible for these scholarships.

- Scholarships will be
awarded on a rolling basis
from August 2024 onwards,
and the final deadline for
consideration of applications
will be 4 December 2024.

-Strathclyde Business
School's decision on award-
ing scholarships is final.

Candidates interested
in applying should provide
a maximum 1000-word
statement demonstrating
their ideas, experience, and
future career plans (includ-
ing their reasoning for join-
ing their chosen programme
and why they should be

awarded  this

scholarship).

henightwasso cold.

I had to layer five

blankets to get the

perfect thickness to
keep out the cold. I wore
socks to bed, even though I
despised them, and I put on
a long-sleeved shirt on top
of the short sleeved one. All
of these were done to keep
out the cold. Now that it’s 8
a.m. in the morning and I
havenosockson, the moun-
tains of five blankets have
reduced to no blanket at all.
Sometime during the night I
took off thelong-sleeved shirt
and the socks and put the
ACon thelowest temperature.
And still somehow I am
drenched in sweat. Itis crazy
how a tub of vaseline petro-
leum jelly is rock solid—so
hard that it is physically
impossible to get any product
out—one moment and the
next moment it’s practically
water. Even chapsticks are
jelly in this weather, and
chapstickis not supposed to
melt in the container. It is
that hot! It’s more than a
microwave.

I roll out of bed and
stare at the mountains. If I
pull them apart, I will have
to get a new tub of sun-
screen with SPF 120, and
I've been spending all my
money on that in the past

SENCents’paee

few months. The only thing
that makes sense in this
weather is the fact that
school’s out and I am home
the entire day.

“Would you check on
the plants in the green-
house, dear?” my mother
asks me, washing her hands.
I stand in front of the table,

eyes wide. I shake my head
slowly. “No way, I just woke
up," I say, backing away
slowly. I live in a desert, and
a greenhouse is a curse, and
I do not want to experience
that. I am 16 now. I was a
child once. I was 5 years old
when I saw trees outside the
last time, trees growing out-
side without much effort or

even care. If cacti were exot-
ic then, the most basic of
mango trees is exotic now. I
have once heard stories
about how people kept cool
breeds of animals as pets—
a Samoyed dog maybe. But
now we have foxes and baby
camels, and people from the
past would say keeping
these animals as pets would

be amazing, but so are fluffy
white dogs, big ones. The
greenhouse during the day
is hell; it’s a furnace; it is
probably worse than that. At
night the greenhouse feels
nice, and it is cold at night.

I was five when I saw
the roads, trees lining the
streets, and cool air in the
morning. Now the roads are

epaper.thestatesman.com

dusty with sand everywhere,
along with cacti plants.

I was five when I saw
big trees with trunks. I am
sixteen, and all I see now are
short, stubby objects with
spikes. I am sixteen and Cal-
cutta is now a desert.

Oishiki Bhattacharjee,
Class XII

Vivacious Vocabulary

DAEDAL
Adjective
Pronunciation: Dae-dal

Meaning: Artistic, intricate skill
Example: The musician surprised the crowd with his

daedal melody

Synonym: Intricate, sophisticated

ECOCIDE
Noun
Pronunciation: Ee-koh-side

Meaning: Destruction of the environment by human

actions

Example: Excessive carbon emission is one of the biggest

reasons behind ecocide

Synonym: Ecological devastation, biosphere collapse

FACILITATIVE
Adjective

Meaning: Providing assistance or help
Example: The state incorporated facilitative changes in their

economical structure

Synonym: Make easy, make smooth, encourage, advance

GABBLE
Verb
Pronunciation: Ga-bl

Meaning: Talk rapidly in an unintelligible manner
Example: She was anxious in front of the individual and

started to gabble

Synonym: Nonsense speech, talking foolishly

HARRIED
Adjective
Pronunciation: Hah-reed

Meaning: Feeling stressed due to being overworked
Example: The staff felt harried due to continuous phone

calls

Synonym: Devastate, agitated, flustered

IRIDESCENT
AAdjective

Pronunciation: I-ruh-deh--snt

Meaning: Luminous colours that change when seen from

different angles

Example: Today, the colour of the ocean was an iridescent

ice-blue

Synonym: Shimmery, sparkling, gleaming

Compiled by Priyanjali Das
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Indiawillwinatleast25 medalsat

Paralympics: PClchiefcoachSatyanarayana

Satyanarayanasaid thatthe government, corporatesand mediahave beenan excellentsupporttoParalympians

AGENCIES
PARIS, 12 AUGUST

he Paralympic Com-
mittee of India (PCI)
chief coach cc said
that India will win at
least 25 medals at the ongoing
Paris Paralympic Games,
starting from August 28.
After the sporting extrav-
aganza that was the Paris
Olympics, the sporting action
will continue with the Paris
Paralympics from August 28
onwards till September 8
onwards.

Speaking to ANI, Satya-
narayana said, "Paris Para-

lympics will start from August

very strong contingent of 84

28. We are going to have a

UTT 2024: Injured Sreejaruled out,
Nithyashree comesinasreplacement

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Commonwealth Games gold
medallist, Sreeja Akula has
been ruled out of the upcom-

ing Ultimate Table Tennis
2024 season due to a "stress
fracture". Sreeja, who was
part of the Indian team that
participated in the Paris
Olympics, will be replaced

"I'm sorry to share that I
have been diagnosed with a
stress fracture and on my
doctor’s advice, I'll need to
rest for six weeks, which
unfortunately meansIwon't
be able to participatein UTT
2024," Akula said in a state-
ment.

Akulawas drafted by new-
comers Jaipur Patriots in
their first pick of the player
draft. She will be replaced
by U19 Youth National Cham-
pion and UTT debutant
Nithyashree Mani.

The 26-year-old made
history as the first Indian to
win asingles titleat the WI'T
Contender level by clinching
the top spot at the WTT
Contender Lagos. Addition-
ally, she made a strong
impression at the 2024
Olympic Games, reaching
the pre-quarterfinals in
women's singles and the
quarterfinalsin the women's
team event in Paris.

She also won a gold medal
atthe 2022 Commonwealth
Games and a double gold
medallist at the 2019 South
Asian Games.

The upcoming season of
the league is scheduled to
be held at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Indoor Stadium in
Chennai from August 22 to

by Nithyashree Mani in the
Jaipur Patriots franchise.

The U19 Youth National = September 7 and will feature
Champion NithyashreeMani  eight teams for the first time
willbe makingherUTTdebut and a total of 48 players,
for the Jaipur Patriots. including 16 foreigners.

members. For the first time

in history, we are sending
players for 11 sports. Definitely,
India will win more medals

than the last Paralympics.
This time, not less than 25

just won five gold medals.
We want to change the colour
of medal this time and increase
the tally. Most athletes are
doing fine performance-wise."

Satyanarayana said that
the government, corporates
and media have been an
excellent support to Para-
lympians.

"This is what I tell every-
one, start winning medals,
support will come. Once, in
2008, we had zero medals,
then one silver, then four,
then 19 in subsequent edi-

up and the government has
been supporting us big time.
They have shown no dis-
crimination between
Olympics and Paralympics
sport," he added.

PCI chief coach said that
heisin Paris to help athletes
get used to the climate and
conditions. He urged the
sports lovers to support the
athletes by catching them
in action live

"Turge everyone to support
us, because that earns us a
medal more than our prac-

medals. Last time, we had

tions. Abigchangeiscoming tice," he concluded.

Anisimova overcomes Navarro, makes
first WTA 1000 final in Toronto

AGENCIES
TORONTO, 12 AUGUST

AmandaAnisimova advanced
to her first WTA 1000 final
after defeating world No.15
Emma Navarro 6-3, 2-6, 6-2
in the semifinals of the Cana-
dian Open.

Ranked No.132, Anisimova
became the lowest-ranked
Canadian Open finalistin 40
years. Shewillmeet defending
champion Jessica Pegula in

an all-American final.

Anisimova's win over
Navarro was her fourth Top
20 win of the week, coming
off victories over No.3 Aryna
Sabalenka, No.12 Anna Kalin-
skayaand No.10 Daria Kasatk-
ina.

Wind proved once again
to be a challenge for the
playersbutitwas Anisimova
who handled it better out of
the gates. She broke in the
second game of the match

at love and cruised to a 6-3
opening set over Navarro.
Anisimova’s serve was on fire
and the 22-year-old captured
93 per cent of first serve points
in the set.

In the second, the players
traded breaks in the third
and fourth games before
Navarro settled down and
went ahead 4-2. After taking
the following game as well,
Anisimova called the trainer
onto the court for some issues

with blisters on her right
foot. Navarro then close out
the set at 6-2 to even the
match.

The third set produced
some lengthy games early on
and Anisimova would break
for a 2-1 and later 5-2 as she
rediscovered her rhythm and
really took control of the
points. She won the match
6-3, 2-6, 6-2 to make the finals
of a WTA 1000 tournament
for thefirst timein her career.
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e-TENDER NOTICE

e-TENDERS are invited by the
Prodhan Swarupgan| Gram
Panchayat, NadiaNIT No: 22/15th FC
/2024-25/SWARUPGAN). Dated
3/07/2024. Last date of application:
20/08/2024 at 5 PM. Technical Bid
open: 22/08/2024 at 5 PM. For details
please visit: https://whtenders.govin
Sdf- Prodhan

Swarupganj Gram Panchayat,
Swarupganj, Nadia.

GORKHALAND TERRITORIAL
ADMINISTRATION

W.B.S.R.D.A.
DARJEELING DIVISION

NOTICE INVITING eTENDER

On behalf of the Principal
Secretary, Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration, Four (4) Nos. ten-
der are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Darjeeling Division,
WBSRDA through e-tendering
(details can be sought at
www.wbtenders.gov.in).

Date of publishing of tender on
website: 13-08-2024.

Tender Ref. No.: 5 of 2024-25.

All the interesled bidders are
haraby Informed to see the
conrigondum ralated (o thia londar
(MIT No: 281/E-Tender!/
HTTML"EEIE-J--EE] (Tender D
2024 GCETS _717682_1) in
wbienders.gov.in. S

Officer-in-Charge

E- AUCTION NOTICE (Water affected

stock of food grains (Maize and Rice)
E= Muction horms an invited fof dspesal - sirclly on
“As |5 Whene Is” hass, on K Basis’ Walsr sfleciad
siock of food graing (Maite and Rica) belorgieg io
Senkanha Distilary Limaad E.E;'.m;pt RS Car

bii m@Epoched W JL-355 Lekshn Shenis, PO
hargual, KRamgenr, Paschim Mednipar, Wiell
Bengol, pehwoan | JLELY In JINUA ] afer faking
pnar appanimand from Mr.SS Tomar - BEEEH 00
E-Auction o bi keld en 390824 For E-Auchion
farma, Contact MrMssrs| Sadans ot Mok
430000 E-Auction Insighls Privals Limiled
{Auctioneers|Addreas - 148, Sirest o110, BRakbra
Endave Naar Gurucwara Sahib Melomsra, Tehsd
and Digtict Patiale Purgsd- 147001 o for moe
dalais email 10w - infefEssuctionbharst com-
Last dale lor submasion of E-meien form 8
SR bafare 06.00 P

and

(7) NIT-19/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.:

g=w  SILIGURI MUNICIPAL z
CORPORATION
e-Tender Notice

07 (seven) Nos. e-Tender Notice vide

(1) NIT-13/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.. 05-08-2024
(2) NIT-14/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25 dt. : 05-08-2024
(3) NIT-15/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.:
(4) NIT-16/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.:
(5) NIT-17/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.:
(6) NIT-18/WBMAD/SMC/PW/24-25, dt.:

®

05-08-2024
05-08-2024
05-08-2024
05-08-2024

05-08-2024

is / are hereby invited from reliable, resourceful, bona fide,
eligible contractors. For details please visit: https://wbten-

| NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY [€74*

Tender Notice
Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Rallway, Jhansi for and behalf of
Prasidenl ol India invites sealed "Opan Tendar hrowgh on Lina |(E-Tendering)
fior the following work

(WEE-T g b bl D el M S hansi-Kanpur saclion:- Construction of limidad haight
subway in lBual LG Na. 173, 174 5185 (3 Mo} and constructon af road from LG
177 to 1 TG under ADEN/CMNE jurisdichon

E-Tendaor No. Approx, Cost Earnost Monay
JHS-EMNG-(-2024- 158 T 180066450, 81 ¥ 954800.00
Date of Closing tender; 06.00.2024 a1 15.00 hrs,, Date of completion/period
from Issue acceptance letter: 12 Months. * Tender onling can be submitied up 1o
15.00 hrs. on 06.08.2024. * For full details and submission of bid please see the
Indian Railway website www.lreps. gov.in, 1414724 FA

-

CF Haorth ceniral railways [ ] @CPRONCR [§REE wwainorindiantailways. goin

e =y T, i ETSE, T |

§-arell gaan

From g Prsriee @ o ol aga - sl o ot 8

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY =

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Sr. DEETRD/Agra for & on behall of Prasident of India invilés “Open

®

West Bengal Forest Development Corporation Limited
(WBFDCL), KB-19, Sector-il, Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700108

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE

Thee wndedsigned invites NI i Toblowy

Tender Mo AGLTHRLDT 204411

wagons of Agra division consisting of "B, 'C' & 'D° Chacks and Braakdown |
maintenance lor a péariad of 38 manths, |

Bid Submission | Lave Date of
Tender® through on-line only (e-Tendaring ) for the following work | NIQ Ne. Name of Project Start Date | Bid Submission
Period of completion: Thirty Six mﬂnm: Hiring of ane air-conditioned woaden
{ , . | mechanized boat an momthly hire Basis for
Name of work: Comprehensive Maintanance Contract of Cummins nuhall O3-AB/I25 | oo ctage tours from Gadkhall / Jhorkhali po| 1308204 03.09. 2004
Diesal Engines (modal: NT 855, N 7430, KTA19R & VTA 1 T10L ) of the Towar | different parts of Surderbans,
Dietails of WK} cam be seen & www, wiltend eriugon.im and wenawisfde com 5
DM, EFCD, WEFDIL

Approximate Cost: Fs. 3.80.95.015.65/- | Eamest Money: Rs. 340 500/-|

w | §—arst) I T w7 fl TR | A e
T T S|
i |,/ 2024-25 [~Ierey o T IR 2.5 Tl | RTC 24255008
ST e O S 180 TN (Wi a1
FTES (2] w1 T TN
mite, et oo (e o)
CEER I | 1i|-"-l4-{": o 05 A Ilf*'-.-l
LIES T ] '.'|1"-'1I--‘-'| 1".|;§-'. e O
fergrre pr e v g -
1SyTere werst o] AR WIS A W Wil 07.08.2024 TR0 W 11,00 WA
! 20082024 VWU UWT 1100 WA AW § i L

hitps:feproc, rajasthan.gov.in.  hitp:/iransport,rajasthan.gov.infrerte 1900
hitp:/isppp.rajasthan.gov.in 79 ) on e §

wro w4l 24/ 3B Forgrore v 02202428 Wikl Prdwrw (wamar)

‘@] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Waorks) N.C. Rallway, Jhans! for and bahalf of
Prasident af India invites sealed "Open Tender® through on Ling (E-Tendsarning)
for the following wark

Description of work

Part-A: Gwallor: Improvement o Service
bulldings (Hopsitals & other service buildings) al Gwalior station in
ADEN/GWL sub division. Part-B: Construction of pathway at various
stations/IBH/LC's gates along with wire fencing and concreting work at

1. For full details & submission of the bid please see the Indian Raiway websie|
wwnaiireps.govin. 2. Tender can only be submified through web pnna!l
"woarel lreps.gov.in® up to 15:00 Hrs, on date 30.08.2024, 1431724(ADM) |

L§] North central raflways &b www.nerindianrailways.govin % @ CPRONCR

Notice Inviting Application for Engagement ol

Station Ticket Booking Agent (STBA)

Notification No.: C-669/STBA/ADRA/2024/03 Date: 09.08.2024
For and on behalf of President of Indka the Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager, South Eastem Railway, Adra inviles tender for Appointment
of Station Ticket Booking Agent (STBA) at below mention category
station over Adra Division as per the following schedule:

St| Stalion  |Calegory] Wo.olUTS | Amount o] Security |Localion)

No.| Name 'Counters (Round | Eamest | Deposil | Code
the Clock) | Money

1 [Ramianai | N6 | 01 | 2,000- |10.000-| RN

Rate of commission beyond sales turmmover of Rs. 1 Lakh
which is to be quoted in the application: 4%. Value:
Commission based. Cost of Application form: Nil. Location
for engagement of STBAs : Ramkanali station in between Bero-
Muradi stations over Adra Division/South Eastern Railway
Application form with Terms & Conditions available: The
application form will be available at Sr. Divisional Commercial
Manager's Office, Adra from 10.30 hrs. to 16.00 hrs. on working
days from 09.08 2024 1o 10.09.2024 or can be downloaded from
www.ser.indianrailways.gov.in. Application submission date
& venue: 10.09.2024 between 10.30 hrs. to 13.00 hrs. at Sr
D.C.M. offica/Adra. Date & Time of opening of Tender Box:
10.09.2024 al 16.00 hrs. or subsequent day if the day is a holiday

critical locations boxes of JHE division.

or a closed day for unforeseen reasons. Description of work:

E-auction notice for Pay & Use and
Miscellaneous Static Services contracts

over Kharagpur Division

For & on bahalfl of the President of India, the Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Kharagpur Division, South Eastern Railway
invites e-Auction for:

Operation and Malntenance of AC wailing hall al Kharagpur under
Fay & Use Category. Auction Catalogue No.: PnU-KGP-WRL-
24 Auction Date: 19.08.2024. Auction Start/Close time: 15.00
hrs. & 15.30 hrs,

Operation and maintenance of AC waiting hall at Shalimar, Cloak
Room at Shalimar, Pay & Use toilets at 11 numbers of station (viz.
Balichak, Radhamohanpur, Haur, Kolaghat, Uluberia, Bauria,
Sankrail, Andul, Maurigram, Ramrajatala & Dasnagar) and Pay
& Use toilet at Jaleswar. Auction Catalogue No.: PnU-KGP-WRL-
24. Auction Date: 21.08.2024. Auction Start/Close time: 15.00
hrs. & 16.00 hrs. respectively.

Operation and maintenance of Rail Coach Restaurant al Digha
and Rail Coach Restaurant at Shalimar. Auction Catalogue No.:
KGP-RCR-02. Auction Date: 27.08.2024. Auction Start/Close
time: 14.30 hrs. & 15.10 hrs.

Installation, maintenance and operation of Water Vending Machine
at Shalimar (1 no.), Mecheda (1 no.). Panskura (1 no.), Kharagpur
{2 nos.), Baleswar (2 nos.), Midnapore (2 nos. ), Ghatsila (1 no.),
Jhargram (1 no.), Jaleswar (1 no.), Hijli {1 no.) stations over
Kharagpur Division for a period of 05 (five) years vide Catalogue
No.: KGP-WVM-24-03. Auction Date: 23.08.2024_ Auction
Start/Close time: 14.30 hrs. & 17.00 hrs. respectively, which are
notified in the https:iwww.ireps.gov.in/'website. Interested parties
and contractors o take nole of this and go through the websile as

Sell of unresarved tickel, platform tickel and season ticket
Eligibility criteria of the Applicant: For detailed information
please visil www.ser.indianrallways.gov.in

(PR-4T1) Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Adra
@‘ Ssouth Eastern Railway

wWith m

mentioned above for details and related information aboul the E-
Auction notice. For enquiries/clarifications if any, please contact the
offica of the undersignad

(PR-472)  Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Kharagpur

@1 South Eastern Railway

E-Tender No, Approx. Cost Earnest Monay

.J_HS-EHE@-N-EE?-‘-JE_J ; ?_32‘:;!:‘35[&-?';1._5__1_;' ?_Eh_’r_'ﬂl:i.'.l III[I__
Date of Closing tender: 04.09.2024 al 15.00 hrs.. Date of completioniperiod
from iesue acceplancs letter: 10 Months. ® Tender onling can ba submitied up io
15.00 hrs. on 04,08 2024, * For fufl dotalls and submisson of bid plesss sea (he
Indian Rallkaay wabaibe waww imps.aov.in.

¥ Horth confral rallways [

ders.gov.in or the Office Notice Board of SMC.
Corrigendum or addendum if issued will be published only
on website.

Sd/-
Commissioner, SMC

1430724 FA

| GECPRONGH Ilm W OE Endlinnd mliways gav. in

- Tanllie]

Y smarve willk

WAis B e mrmiile
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+ . JOHNNY GRAVE TO STEP DOWN AS CRICKET WEST INDIES GEO

For more updates

THUMBNAILS

Destroyer for Cup: The awe-
some One Cup is the feature
event in a card of six races
framed for tomorrow here.
Among 11 runners taking
part in the 1,400m event for
horses in Class 1, Destroyer
appears to be home and dry.
Hindu Singh rides this
Patrick Quinn trained colt.
Selections:

2.30 p.m.: OROMELO 1, Primo
Victoria 2.

3.00 p.m.: GLOBAL INFLUENCE
1, Raffaello 2.

3.30 p.m.: SATIVUR 1, Main
Street 2.

4.00 p.m.: KING'S RETREAT 1,
Norwegian Wood 2.

4.30 p.m.: DESTROYER 1,
Stockbridge 2.

5.00 p.m.: SEA SALT
CARAMEL 1, Tres Bien 2.
Day's best: Destroyer.
GAUTAM BANERJEA

Australia's Marnus
Labuschagne 'retires' bat
used in 2023 World Cup
final against India: Aus-
tralian batter Marnus
Labuschagne on Monday
retired the bat that he used
to score the match-winning
half-century in the ICC Crick-
et World Cup final against
rivals India at Ahmedabad in
November last year.
Labuschange, one of the
backbones of the Australian
batting line-up, shared the
picture of his bat on social
media. The bat looked in
really bad shape after very
noticeable wear and tear.

www.thestatesman.com

Cricket West Indies has announced that Johnny Grave will step down as its

- Chief Executive Officer (CEO) at the end of October 2024. Grave has been in the
position since February 2017, and under his tenure, West Indies hosted the

2018 Women's T20 World Cup, 2022 Men's U19 World Cup and 2024 Men's T20

Wworld Cup. "It has been an absolute privilege to have been CEO of CWI since
February 2017. Having just hosted a successful T20 World Cup and delivered sig-

» _nificant surpluses for CWI for the third consecutive year, | do feel it is the right

time for me and my family to seek a new challenge.”

S

KOLKATA |
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Indiareturned with mere sixmedals-asilverand five bronze-after sending 117 athletes to the Paris 2024 Olympics

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

ome would say the
fourth-place finishes
werenear misses, some
wouldlamentatanath-
lete missing out a medal for
beingoverweightbymere 100
grams, some would complain
of a tough draw, but what
actuallymatters for the country
that aims to host the 2036
Olympics and becomeasport-
ing powerhouse, is the fact
that it finished a lowly 71stin
the eventual medals tally.

In all, India returned with
mere six medals - a silver and
fivebronze - aftersending 117
athletes to the Paris 2024
Olympics. This was one short
of India’s best ever tally of
seven medals won in Tokyo,
including a gold.

Manu Bhakerwon thefirst
medal for India at the Paris
Games by bagging a bronze
and became the first Indian
woman to win an Olympic
shootingmedal. She then cre-
ated history by becoming the
firstIndian to win two medals
at a single edition of the
Olympics after she clinched a
mixed team 10m air pistol
bronze with Sarabjot Singh.

Swapnil Kusale added a

third medal in shooting to
make it India’s biggest haul
inasportinasingle edition of
the Olympics.

The Indian men’s hockey
team matched their Tokyo
2020 success with the bronze
in Paris while Neeraj Chopra
became the most successful
individual Olympian after he
claimed a silver medal in the
javelin throw event. Later,
Aman SehrawatbecameIndia's
youngest Olympic medallist
when he won bronze in
wrestling.

India left Paris with more
heartbreaks than cheers, after
havingmissed outon sixpoten-
tialmedals, most by awhisker,
with the athletes finishing
fourthin theirrespective events.
This included Lakshya Sen in
badminton men’s singles event,
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
and ManuBhakerinwomen’s
25m Pistol shooting event,
who could have bagged her
third medal at the Games.

Legendary shuttler and
team’s mentor Prakash
Padukone hadrightly pointed
out that athletes need to take
responsibility, a point that
evoked mixed emotions with
several top athletes criticising
him.

“Wewere contendersfor3

CarlosAlcaraz eyesyear-end
No.1aftter dominant season

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, 12 AUGUST

After a remarkable season
that saw him clinch back-
to-back Grand Slam titles
and secure a silver medal at
the Paris Olympics, 21-year-
old Carlos Alcaraz is now
setting his sights on a new
target: finishing the year as
the top-ranked playerin the
world.

As he gears up for the
Cincinnati Open, Alcaraz
enters the tournament just
450 points behind Italy's Jan-
nik Sinner in the ATP Live
Race To Turin, positioning
him tantalisingly close to his
goal of ending the year as
the No. 1 player.

"Obviously, being No. 1
isagoal every time thatl am
[behind] and the race is an
important ranking for me.
At the end of the year, if you
end the race No. 1, in the
rankings [itis] quite similar,
so you're going to end the
No. 1," Alcaraz said to ATP.

"So I'mreally focused on
that. I'm focused on going
to every tournament, thinking
about playing great tennis,

doing a good result just to
get better in the race, and
this year, ending the year as
No. 1is one of my main goals
right now. So I'm looking
forward to doing it and let's
see," he added.

With 20 wins out of his
last 22 matches, Alcaraz is
in scorching form, having
defeated nine of the ten Top
20players he has faced during
this stretch. Yet, the Spaniard
remains grounded, acknowl-
edging that not all of these
victories were achieved while
playing his best tennis.

"Probably most of the
matches I won, I won them
without playing great tennis.
But the way that I approach
every match, I stay there
strong mentally in some sit-
uations, and I'mreally, really
happy about that," Alcaraz

admitted.

One of the defining
moments of Alcaraz’s season
came during the Paris
Olympics, where he battled
his way to the final only to
lose in a heartbreaking gold-
medal match to Novak
Djokovic. Needing time to
regroup, he took a brief
holiday with his brotherand
close friends, stepping away
from the sport to clear his
mind.

"I just needed a few days
without thinking about ten-
nis," he reflected. Upon his
return to the practice courts
in Cincinnati, Alcaraz felt
recharged and ready to con-
tinue his pursuit of the No.
1 ranking.

As the second seed at the
Cincinnati Open, Alcaraz is
set to face either Gael Monfils
or Alexei Popyrin in his open-
ing match.

"I'm excited to play here
again. I'm really happy to
be back. Obviously, great
memories from last year.
This is a tournament that I
love playing, and yeah, excited
to start the tournament," he
said.
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medals. So, at least, one I
would have been happy.Iam
personally disappointed. But,
havingsaid that, this time, the
government, the SAI and the
foundations, the TOPs, every-
body have done their bit. So,
I have nothing against it... |

media after the badminton
contingent returned empty-
handed.

“All these years we could

tw: say there were not enough

® facilities or encouragement.

But, I think this time, it's only

¥ better. Especially the top 30
el players, I am not just talking

don't think anybody could
have done anythingmore than
what the government has
done, the Sports Ministry,
TOPs has done. It's high time
the players also need to take
someresponsibility,” avisibly
dejected Padukone told the

Shakib Al Hasan committed
to play all remaining Tests
this year, says chiet selector

AGENCIES
DHAKA, 12 AUGUST

Bangladesh chief selector
Gazi Ashraf Hossain said that
veteran all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan has confirmed his
availability for allremaining
Tests of the year. Bangladesh
are slated to play eight Tests
in 2024, starting with a two-
match series against Pakistan.
Following the conclusion
of the Pakistan tour,
Bangladesh are scheduled
to play two Tests each against
India, South Africaand West
Indies respectively.
Previously, the former
captain remained sceptical
of his participation in the
Testseries against India and
had onlymade him available
for the Pakistan tour.
"Probably at the end of
July we talked to Shakib and
there were discussions with
me regarding his fitness.
During the Zimbabwe series,
we wanted to understand
his short-term plans. We
have a busy schedule with
eight Test matches by Decem-
ber. He assured us that he
would play all the Tests and
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attend all practice sessions
before each series. He is
expected to join the team
around August 14 or 15,"
Cricbuzz quoted Ashraf as
saying to reporters at Sher-
e-Bangla National Stadium
on Monday.

The chiefselector defend-
ed Shakib's selection for the
Pakistan series despite playing
only four of the eight Tests
Bangladesh played in the
last two years. Ashraf high-
lighted the former captain's
adjustability to different for-
mats and his reputation as
one of the best all-rounders
in the world. Moreover, while
his teammates have been
practising at home, the star
all-rounder will join the squad
from Canada, where he has
been participating in the
Global T20 League.

== about badminton. Across all
| sports, the top 30-40 who had

chances of winning medals,
were given whatever they

., wanted. Sometimes, even if

they were unreasonable
demands, they have been

| met,” he added.

The sports ministry on its
part had agreed to provide
the Paris Olympics-bound
athletes with all facilities, and
spentcrores on training, over-
seas exposure trips, provided
the lion’s share of the funds
to eighthigh-priority disciplines,
hired foreign coaches, nutri-
tionists, mental conditioning
experts, sports scientists, and
the list goes on, then why
shouldn’t the athletes take
responsibility?

Besides badminton, the
boxing contingent also drew
a blank. In the run-up to the
Games, one contingent other
than Neeraj that promised to
return with medals was the
boxers, but it was a flop show

in Paris despite boasting of
big names in the squad. The
archery unit — one of the
eighthigh-priority disciplines,
that is yet to win an Olympic
medal, came agonisingly close
to winning one in the mixed-
team event.

Comingtowrestling, Vinesh
Phogat’s disqualification ahead
of a historic final also added
to India’s woes, although the
21-year-old Aman’s bronze
medal ensured India’s returns
from the sport continued in
every edition of the Summer
Gamessince 2008. Thedebutant
managed to shed 4.6kgs in 10
hours prior to hismen’sfreestyle
57kgbronze-medal bout, unlike
three-time Olympian Vinesh
Phogat, who used all desperate
measures but missed the
second weigh-in on the day
of her women’s 50kg gold-
medal bout by a mere 100
grams. In certain sporting dis-
ciplines, it is a given fact that
the athlete (read wrestler in
this context) has toworkhard
to keep his/her weight below
the respective weight class.

While Vinesh has appealed
for a joint silver medal to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS), the verdict of the case
is expected to be announced
by August 13.

TheStatesman t
Paris- Anotherstoryofnearmissesasindia’s
wait fordoubledigits in Olympics continue

Meanwhile, the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
that found its Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala
and his team targeted for the
Vinesh Phogat saga, hasissued
astrongstatementin its defence
with IOA President PT Usha,
saying, “Theresponsibility of
weightmanagementofathletes
insportlike wrestling, weightlift-
ing, boxingand judois thatof
each athlete and his or her
coach and NOT that of the
IOA-appointed ChiefMedical
Officer Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala
and his team.”

Continuing the misery,
anotherwrestler Antim Pang-
hal, who starved for 48 hours
tobeeligible for the 53kgbout,
was ousted even before she
could make the medal rounds.
Rubbing salt to the wounds,
the wrestler left the Indian
contingentembarrassed after
trying to facilitate her sister's
entryinto the Athletes Village
through her accreditation
card.

As the Games drew to a
closelate Sunday, backhome,
thereisneed for seriousintro-
spection intowherewe actually
fell short of that magical double
digit mark. Over to LA 2028,
withahopetoreach the mark,
can we?

Jadeja, Axar, Gillamongothers
directed toplayin Duleep Trophy: Report

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

Ahead of the two-match Test
series against Bangladesh,
BCCI has directed the top
national team players, includ-
ing KL Rahul, Shubman Gill,
R Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja,
Axar Patel, Shreyas Iyer, and
Yashasvi Jaiswal, to take part
in Duleep Trophy, either
partially or fully.

According to the Cricbuzz
report, India captain Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli have
been given the option to
choose whether or not to
participate.

Hardik Pandya is expected
to be the only notable absen-
tee among the top interna-
tional players, as he has
stepped away from red-ball
cricket. However, despite
being consistently overlooked
forinternational assignments,
selectors are likely to include
Ishan Kishan in one of the
four squads. Jasprit Bumrah
will be exempted from
domestic duties, and
Mohammed Shami, who is
stillrecovering from surgery,
isalso unlikely to participate
in the competition, the report

said.

This decision was made
collectively by the BCCI and
selectors, with input from
new coach Gautam Gambhir.
An exemption for Rohit Shar-
ma and Virat Kohli was
explained by a source, who
noted that the two star players
are overworked. "It's up to
them whether or not to play,"
the report quoted a source
as saying.

Rohit last appeared in a
domestic match in 2021,
while Kohli has not featured
in a national-level game
since 2015.

Theinclusion ofinterna-
tional players in domestic
competitions aligns with the
BCClI's efforts to address the
issue of players skipping

domestic matches. Lastyear,
the board notably excluded
Shreyas Iyer and Ishan Kishan
from the central contract
list as part of this policy.
The four-team Duleep
Trophy, a multi-day first-
class competition, will be
heldin aleague format with
no knockout games, con-
cluding on September 22.
The Karnataka State Crick-
et Association has confirmed
that the Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru will host
the first of six four-day red-
ball matches, starting on
September 5. Although Anan-
tapur in Andhra Pradesh is
the designated venue for the
multi-day tournament, this
particular game has been
relocated to Bengaluru.

Cricket’sreturnto Olympics will be beneficial to the game: Ponting

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

With cricket set to make a
return to Olympic fold after
128 years at the Los Angeles
edition in 2028, former Aus-
tralia captain Ricky Ponting
said that it’s a positive step
towards the growth of the
game.

“It can only be a positive
thing for our game. I've sat
on various committees over
the last 15 or 20 years, and
it'salways been on the top of
almost every agenda - how
do we get the game backinto
the Olympics? And finally,
it's there,” Ponting said on
The ICC Review.

“It's only four years away.
I think it also gives cricket a
chance to breakinto the grass-
roots level in the US,” he
added.

The only time cricket fea-
tured previously in the Olympic
Gameswas way backin 1900,
with two teams - Great Britain
and France - participating,
and the former winning gold.

“The thing about the
Olympic Games, it's not
(about) the host nation. It's
about the audience that it
opens up. The Olympic Games
being viewed by so many
people all around the world,
it just opens up completely
different audiences to our
game that's seemingly growing
on a daily basis anyway. It
can only be a real positive
thing for the game,” he said

Ponting maintained that
while the infrastructure and
qualification pathways would
still need to be figured out
but, with its inclusion, the
game is moving in the right
direction overall.

“Facilities and infrastruc-
ture and those things are
going to be key, and how
many (participating) teams
they actually decide on. I
think it's only six or seven
teams that they're talking
about, so qualification is going
to be at a premium - how
you actually qualify to get
into the Olympic Games.”

“So all those are things to

think about, (but) I'm really
excited aboutwhere the game's
headed and the growth of
different markets that we're
seeing emerge.”

In June this year, the USA
jointly hosted the T20 World
Cup with the West Indies,
and received a lot of flak due
to the dangerous pitches in
one of the three venues. Even-
tual champions India played
all its group stage games in
New York where the drop-in
pitches were criticised by
cricket pundits across the
world.

Cricket at LA28 will be
played in the T20 format,
withbothmen’sand women’s
teams set to feature, and the
organisers still have fouryears
to prepare proper pitches to
avoid similar backlashes from
the fraternity.Cricket’sreturn
to Olympics will be beneficial
to the game: Ponting

New Delhi: With cricket
setto make areturn to Olympic
fold after 128 years at the Los
Angeles edition in 2028, former
Australia captain Ricky Ponting
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said that it’s a positive step
towards the growth of the
game.

“It can only be a positive
thing for our game. I've sat
on various committees over
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the last 15 or 20 years, and
it'salways been on the top of
almost every agenda - how
do we get the game backinto
the Olympics? And finally,
it's there,” Ponting said on

f
’

The ICC Review.

It's only four years away.
I think it also gives cricket a
chance to break into the

grassroots level in the US,”
he added.

The only time cricket fea-
tured previously in the
Olympic Games was way
backin 1900, with two teams
- Great Britain and France -
participating, and the former
winning gold.

“The thing about the
Olympic Games, it's not
(about) the host nation. It's
about the audience that it
opens up. The Olympic Games
being viewed by so many
people all around the world,
it just opens up completely
different audiences to our
game that's seemingly growing
on a daily basis anyway. It
can only be a real positive
thing for the game,” he said

Ponting maintained that
while the infrastructure and
qualification pathways would
still need to be figured out
but, with its inclusion, the
game is moving in the right
direction overall.

“Facilities and infrastruc-
ture and those things are
going to be key, and how
many (participating) teams
they actually decide on. I

think it's only six or seven
teams that they're talking
about, so qualification is
going to be at a premium -
how you actually qualify to
getinto the Olympic Games.”

“So all those are things to
think about, (but) I'm really
excited about where the
game'sheaded and the growth
of different markets thatwe're
seeing emerge.”

InJune this year, the USA
jointly hosted the T20 World
Cup with the West Indies,
and received alot of flak due
to the dangerous pitches in
one of the three venues. Even-
tual champions India played
all its group stage games in
New York where the drop-in
pitches were criticised by
cricket pundits across the
world.

Cricket at LA28 will be
played in the T20 format,
withbothmen’sand women'’s
teams set to feature, and the
organisers still have four years
to prepare proper pitches to
avoid similar backlashes from
the fraternity.
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