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IN BRIEF
�

DAMAGE CONTROL

Tungabhadra dam
gate repair begins
STATES » PAGE 5 

BROADCASTING SERVICES BILL

Govt. says fresh draft
likely after review
NEWS » PAGE 11

COLLECTIONS IMPROVE

Net direct tax kitty
surges by 22.5%
BUSINESS » PAGE 13

RAISING VIGILANCE

Disinformation,
AI and ‘cyber
chakravyuh’
There is a growing
danger of digital threats

EDITORIAL » PAGE 6

Adieu Paris

Flag bearers: Manu Bhaker and P.R. Sreejesh led the Indian contingent at the closing ceremony of the

Paris Olympics on Monday. Los Angeles will host the 2028 edition of the Games. ANI (REPORT ON: PAGE 15)

T
he Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the
Congress on Mon-

day continued to spar over
Hindenburg Research’s al-
legations against Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI) Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, with
the ruling party rejecting
the Opposition demand for
a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee ( JPC) probe.

The BJP alleged that the
Congress was part of a
“wider conspiracy” involv-
ing Hindenburg Research
and “a tool kit” gang to
destabilise the Indian eco-
nomy, crash the stock mar-
ket on a Monday and
create economic anarchy
in the country.

SEBI row: BJP rejects
calls for JPC probe
It alleges ‘wider conspiracy’ between Congress, Hindenburg Research;

Opposition party threatens nationwide protest if demand is not met

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

In�ation in India’s consum-
er prices cooled dramati-
cally from 5.1% in June to
an almost �ve-year low of
3.54% in July, with food
price rise moderating to a
13-month low of 5.4% from
a six-month high of 9.4% a
month earlier.

However, this was dri-
ven by the base e�ect from
last July when retail in�a-
tion stood at 7.4% and the
food index was up 11.5%,
rather than a tangible relief
for consumer wallets with
overall prices rising 1.4%
over June and food prices
ticking up by 2.8%. The de-
cline in headline in�ation
was accompanied by a rise
in core in�ation (excluding
food and energy prices),
which is estimated at 3.4%-
3.5%, from 3.1% in June,
economists noted. 

Statistical
e�ects pull
in�ation to
59-month low 

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 10

TEMPLE TRAGEDY

Seven dead,
16 injured 
in Bihar
stampede

NEWS » PAGE 10

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Monday said
factors such as delayed and
prolonged jail time, which
favoured former Delhi De-
puty CM Manish Sisodia’s
case for bail in the excise
policy case, are not applic-
able to former Tamil Nadu
Minister V. Senthilbalaji,
who is seeking bail in a mo-
ney laundering case linked
to a cash-for-jobs ‘scam’.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice A.S. Oka reserved Mr.
Senthilbalaji’s bail petition
for judgment. The Bench
drew the ED’s attention to
the Supreme Court judg-
ment on August 9 allowing

bail to Mr. Sisodia in the
money laundering case. He
had spent 17 months in jail.
The apex court had said
there was not even a re-
mote chance of the trial
getting under way, and bail
could not be withheld as a
punishment. The court had
upheld speedy trial as a
fundamental right.

But Solicitor-General

Tushar Mehta, for the ED,
countered that Mr. Senthil-
balaji was “hand-in-glove”
with the State. The former
Minister’s brother was still
absconding, witnesses in
the case were turning hos-
tile, and Mr. Senthilbalaji’s
in�uence was overwhelm-
ing, Mr. Mehta said. “His
mere incarceration for a
year and the potential of a
delay in trial was not
enough to grant him bail.” 

Senior advocate Guru
Krishnakumar, intervening
on behalf of one of the vic-
tims of the ‘scam’, said the
delay in trial was due to
lack of sanction by the
State to try Mr. Senthilbalaji
for corruption in public of-
�ce. “The delay is due to

the accused himself…
Please call upon the State
to decide time limits for the
trial,” he argued.

Senior advocates Mukul
Rohatgi and Siddharth
Luthra, and advocate Ram
Shanker, representing Mr.
Senthilbalaji, said the op-
posite side was unfairly giv-
ing him an omniscient au-
ra. “That I am behind the
investigating o�cer, be-
hind the witnesses, behind
the State… behind everyth-
ing,” Mr. Rohatgi said.

He said the court had to
decide primarily if Mr. Sen-
thilbalaji’s case was for bail.
He had already spent over
300 days in jail and there
was no word on when the
trial would begin, he said.

Sisodia precedent in focus as SC reserves
verdict on former T.N. Minister’s bail plea
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

V. Senthilbalaji

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras is the
best educational institution
in the country for the sixth
time since 2019, shows the
overall ranking based on
parameters identi�ed and
de�ned in the National In-
stitutional Ranking Frame-
work (NIRF).

In the 2024 rankings, re-
leased by Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
on Monday, IIT Madras also
retained the �rst position
in engineering for the ninth
year since 2016. The Indian
Institute of Science, Benga-
luru is the top institution
under both the universities
and research categories,
retaining both positions
since 2016 and 2021,
respectively.

The ranks were given in
16 categories this year,

three more than last year.
Open universities, skill un-
iversities, and State public
universities are the three
new categories. Mr. Prad-
han said the Ministry is
considering “sustainabili-
ty” as a criterion, probably
from next year.

While the Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ah-
medabad continued to be

the top management insti-
tute for the �fth consecu-
tive year since 2020, the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Del-
hi is the best place to study
medical sciences as it re-
tained the top spot for the
seventh consecutive year.

IIT Bombay is the best
‘innovational institution’
followed by IIT Madras and

IIT Delhi. IIT Roorkee re-
tained its �rst position in
architecture and planning
for the fourth consecutive
year. The National Law
School of India University,
Bengaluru was named the
best law school for the se-
venth year in a row.

IIT Madras retains top spot in NIRF
ranking for sixth consecutive year 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

DU IN SIXTH PLACE 

» PAGE 2

CM gives police 
7 days to crack
W.B. murder case

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee on Monday

gave the police seven days 

to solve the case of alleged

rape and murder of a doctor 

at the R.G. Kar Medical College

and Hospital. » Page 11

20 Afghan Sikhs
get citizenship
under CAA

NEW DELHI

Twenty Sikhs from Afghanistan,

part of the first group of

Afghan Sikhs who had applied

for citizenship online nearly

100 days ago, have been

accorded citizenship under the

Citizenship (Amendment) Act,

2019 in the past one week in

New Delhi. » Page 10

Contrary to fears of a mas-
sive fall owing to the publi-
cation of the Hindenburg
Research report on Satur-
day, the benchmark stock
indices on Monday re-
mained nearly calm and
ended range-bound. 

However, Adani Group
stocks lost an estimated
$13.4 billion in value, as per
estimates by Reuters.

The S&P BSE Sensex,
which opened weaker, and
down 375 points from Fri-
day’s close, gradually reco-
vered lost ground during
the day and closed with a
minor loss of 57 points at
79,649 points, led by pu-
blic sector stocks. Similar-
ly, the NSE Nifty-50 index
closed with a loss of 20.50
points at 24,347. 

Stock markets remain calm

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

FULL REPORT 

» PAGE 13
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Timings

DELHI

TUESDAY, AUG. 13

RISE 05:50 SET 19:02

RISE 13:32 SET 23:57

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 14

RISE 05:51 SET 19:02

RISE 14:33 SET 00:00

THURSDAY, AUG. 15

RISE 05:51 SET 19:01

RISE 15:34 SET 00:43

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

D RAMAMOORTHY (86), Retired
Stores Executive, The Hindu , Chennai
passed away on 11-August-2024.Addr:
Old No:4, New No:7, Shanmuga Vilas,
Muthiappa Street, Shenoy Nagar Post,
Chennai-600030. Ct: 98407 03543

DEATH DEATH

VACANCY: FACULTY for General Stud-
ies and CSAT. A prestigious UPSC
coaching centre in Itanagar,
Arunachal Pradesh, invites applica-
tions for experienced faculty posi-
tions in General Studies and CSAT.
We seek dedicated professionals
with a passion for teaching and a
strong command over UPSC syllabus
topics. Our centre offers a compet-
itive salary, excellent work envi-
ronment, and the opportunity to
mentor future civil servants. Ap-
plicants should possess relevant
qualifications and teaching experi-
ence. If you are enthusiastic
about contributing to our mission
of excellence in UPSC coaching, we
want to hear from you. Contact us
at 9101283976 to apply or for more
information.

PUBLIC NOTICE

EDUCATIONAL

VACANCIES

D
elhi General Ad-
ministration Mi-
nister Gopal Rai

on Monday instructed his
department to make ar-
rangements for the hoist-
ing of the national �ag by
Finance Minister Atishi on
Independence Day, a di-
rective termed “unconsti-
tutional” by the BJP.

“I had a meeting with
Chief Minister [Arvind Kej-
riwal in Tihar Jail] today.
He desires that Minister
Atishi should hoist the �ag

on 15th August 2024 at the
Chhatrasal stadium event
in his place,” Mr. Rai wrote
to the department.

The Minister issued the

instruction days after the
Tihar Jail authorities with-
held the CM’s letter over
the issue to Lieutenant-
Governor V.K. Saxena,
terming the communica-
tion “abuse of privileges”
under the prison rules.

“The undertrial prison-
ers are governed as per le-
gal provisions of the Delhi
Prison Rules, 2018... it is
surprising to note that the
contents of the letter,
which was handed over by
you on 6.8.2024, were
leaked to the media with-
out any authority,” the jail
authorities said in a note

on August 9, the content
of which emerged in the
public on Monday.

It stated that only priv-
ate correspondence with a
designated set of people is
permissible under the
rules, and the letter to the
L-G o�ce did not “quali-
fy” for it.

The jail administration
also asked the CM to desist
from any such “impermis-
sible activity” in future,
failing which it warned of
“invoking” provisions of
the prison rules to “cur-
tail” his privileges.

Reacting to it, Delhi BJP

chief Virendra Sachdeva
said the comments of the
jail administration on the
CM’s letter show that he is
not permitted to issue any
governmental directives.

“As soon as the note
from the Jail Superinten-
dent surfaced, Rai issued a
new misleading letter stat-
ing that as per the CM’s in-
structions, Atishi would
hoist the national �ag,”
Mr. Sachdeva said. 

“It is evident that Mr.
Rai’s letter is unconstitu-
tional and invalid, and At-
ishi cannot hoist the na-
tional �ag,” he added.

Atishi to hoist Tricolour on I-Day: Rai;
directive ‘unconstitutional’, says BJP

CM Arvind Kejriwal won’t be

able to hoist the Tricolour as

he is lodged in jail. FILE PHOTO

Rai meets Kejriwal in jail, says CM wants Atishi to unfurl Tricolour in his place, tells General Administration Dept. to make

preparations; jail o�cials term CM’s letter to L-G over the issue an ‘abuse of privileges’, warn of action under prison rules 

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Days after the Ministry of
Culture invited Delhi Univer-
sity to participate in the ‘Par-
tition Horrors Remembrance
Day’ programme on August
14, the university has asked
colleges to send 20 teachers
each to the event. 

A few departments have
made teachers’ participation
mandatory.

In its August 9 invite, the
Ministry sought the partici-
pation of DU teachers and
students, “especially those
studying in postgraduate re-
search courses and those in
the second and third years of
undergraduate courses”, to

ensure “that the message of
this event is disseminated
among the youth”.

DU professor Maya John
termed the administration’s
call for the participation in
the programme a “diktat”.

When reached for a com-
ment on the issue, Delhi Un-
iversity did not respond. Ho-
wever, a university o�cial
said, “Whenever the Centre
organises such programmes,
we are asked to participate
and send a number of teach-
ers. We then reach out to the
colleges.” 

The o�cial added, “There
should be no issue regarding
this event as teachers can
participate and explore aca-
demic opportunities there.” 

DU colleges ask teachers
to attend Centre’s event
on Partition horrors

Ashna Butani

NEW DELHI

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity Teachers’ Associa-
tion ( JNUTA) on Monday
held a 24-hour hunger
strike to protest alleged
discrimination in the un-
iversity’s appointments
and promotions policy un-
der the Career Advance-
ment Scheme. The teach-
ers’ union said in a
statement that a “systemat-
ic practice of discrimina-
tion” against faculty mem-
bers takes place on the
basis of their social or reli-
gious backgrounds and
their academic or ideologi-
cal/political positions.

JNUTA goes
on strike over
promotion
process

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Delhi University jumped �ve
spots to enter the country’s
list of top 10 universities and
secure sixth place in the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) released
by the Union Ministry of
Education on Monday.

The last time DU was
placed among the top 10

was in 2018. Last year, it se-
cured the 11th position.

DU Vice-Chancellor Yo-
gesh Singh said the improve-
ment in the university’s
ranking was the result of
teamwork. He added that
six DU colleges had made it
to the top 10, with Hindu
College, Miranda House,
and St. Stephen’s College se-
curing the �rst, second, and
third spots, respectively.

Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity and Jamia Millia Islamia
continued to retain the se-
cond and third spots, res-
pectively, in the NIRF. Other
universities in Delhi that
made it to the top 100 are Ja-
mia Hamdard (40), Delhi
Technological University
(48), Guru Gobind Singh In-
draprashtha University (80),
and Netaji Subhas Universi-
ty of Technology (100).

NIRF ranking: DU gets sixth place;
JNU, JMI retain second, third spots

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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Samajwadi Party on Monday announced its
in-charges for six out of 10 Assembly seats in
Uttar Pradesh where byelections are to be held.
While party national general secretary Shivpal
Singh Yadav will be in-charge of Katehari seat,
Faizabad MP Awadhesh Prasad and Leader of
Opposition in U.P. Legislative Council Lal Bihari
Yadav will be in-charge of Milkipur seat, a senior
SP leader said. MP Virendra Singh has been given
charge of Majhwa seat, ex-Minister Chandradev
Yadav will be in-charge of Karhal, MLA Indrajeet
Saroj will be in-charge of Phulpur seat and MLA
Rajendra Kumar will be in-charge of Sishamau
seat, he said. PTI

SP names six in-charges for
U.P. Assembly byelections

INBRIEF
�

Demanding status of government employee and
salary, hundreds of women from Uttar Pradesh
working under the BC Sakhi (Banking
Correspondent) Yojna held a protest in Lucknow
on Monday. They were detained when they tried
to storm the U.P. Assembly. The women workers
alleged that the U.P. government is organising
di�erent events to mark the Independence Day,
but silent on rightful demands of the needy
people. The police �rst tried to stop the march
which started from Charbagh, but when the
protesters did not agree, they were detained
before they reaching they U.P. Assembly. 

Women Sakhi workers stage
protest over their demands

M
edical services
across multiple ci-
ties were disrupt-

ed on Monday as resident
doctors from government
hospitals held protests
against the rape and mur-
der of a trainee doctor
while on duty at the R.G.
Kar Medical College in Kol-
kata. Demanding a time-
bound probe into the mat-
ter, doctors suspended
their work, paralysing elec-
tive services including out-
patient departments (OPDs)
and non-emergency surger-
ies. Doctors in Delhi, Mum-
bai, Kolkata and several oth-
er cities have announced
that all elective services
would be stalled till the
probe is completed. The
protesters are also demand-
ing adequate security for all
medical sta�.

Ensure protection
The protests come in res-
ponse to a nationwide inde-
�nite strike call by the Fed-
eration of Resident Doctors’
Association (FORDA) in soli-
darity with their colleagues
in West Bengal, where ju-
nior doctors, interns, and
postgraduate trainees at go-

vernment medical esta-
blishments across the State
vowed to continue their agi-
tation, now in its fourth day,
until the culprits are
brought to justice.

The body of the 32-year-
old trainee doctor was
found on the morning of
August 9 in the seminar hall
of the government-run hos-
pital, where she was on
night duty on August 8.

According to the FORDA,
during the inde�nite strike,
OPDs, operation theatres,
and ward duties will be
shut, but emergency servic-
es will continue to operate
as usual.

In Delhi, OPD and rou-

tine surgeries were impact-
ed in several government
hospitals, including the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Safdar-
jung Hospital, and Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia Hospital, as va-
rious resident doctors’
associations called for an in-
de�nite strike. The AIIMS
Resident Doctors’ Associa-
tion issued a note stating
that their strike will conti-
nue until the Centre accepts
their demands, which in-
clude transparent investiga-
tion into the case, resigna-
tion of responsible o�cials,
adequate compensation for
the deceased’s family, and a
law ensuring protection of

healthcare service person-
nel. 

In Mumbai, the Maha-
rashtra State Association of
Resident Doctors (MARD)
stated, “In solidarity with
our colleagues, we support
the nationwide halting of
elective services. Resident
doctors at Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation-run
Cooper, KEM, Nair and Sion
hospitals (BMC MARD) also
announced inde�nite
strike, a statement said.

In Uttar Pradesh’s capital
Lucknow, protests were
held at the King George’s
Medical University (KGMU),
Kalyan Singh Super Special-
ity Cancer Institute
(KSSSCI) and Ram Manohar
Lohia Institute of Medical
Sciences.

In Chandigarh, resident
doctors of the Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research (PGIM-
ER) took out a protest
march under the banner of
the Association of Resident
Doctors (ARD), PGIMER.
Hundreds of resident doc-
tors suspended their regu-
lar work and staged a
peaceful rally in Jammu.

(With inputs from PTI)

Kolkata rape-murder sparks
doctors’ strike across cities

In solidarity: Medical students and doctors take part in a

candlelight protest in Mumbai on Monday. PTI

OPDs and routine surgeries impacted in several govt. hospitals; emergency services to operate as

usual, say resident doctors; protesters are also demanding adequate security for medical sta�

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

SEE ALSO

» PAGE 11

Under pressure from Ma-
ratha reservation protes-
ters over clearing his
stand, Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pa-
war) chief Sharad Pawar
on Monday said he will
back the Centre if it de-
cides to to extend quota
bene�ts to the community
by going beyond the 50%
ceiling. “The power to
cross the 50% ceiling on re-
servation lies with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
government at the Centre,
and if it decides to extend
the limit and provide the
quota to the Maratha com-
munity, I will support the
move,” he said, putting the
ball in the Centre’s court.

On Sunday, protesters
had stopped Mr. Pawar’s
convoy in Solapur’s Barshi
town, waved black �ags
and raised slogans in sup-
port of quota activist Ma-
noj Jarange-Patil. Follow-
ing this, Maratha Kranti
Thok Morcha co-ordinator
Ramesh Kere Patil led a ‘Ja-
wab Do’ protest in front of
Mr. Pawar’s house in Pune
on Monday.

Mr. Patil slammed the
ruling Mahayuti alliance as
well as the Opposition Ma-
ha Vikas Aghadi for ‘using’
the Maratha reservation is-

sue for their political gains.
“If parties don’t clear their
stance, we will boycott the
Assembly election,” he
said while extending sup-
port to Mr. Jarange-Patil’s
Maratha reservation
demand.

Mr. Pawar on Monday
also urged Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde to conduct
an all-party meeting and
invite Mr. Jarange-Patil and
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) leaders such as
Chhagan Bhujbal to dis-
cuss the reservation issue.

Legal complexities
“All political parties in
Maharashtra should come
together and urge the
Centre for removal of the
cap. If the policy is
changed, the Opposition
will cooperate,” the NCP
(SP) leader said, pointing
to the legal complexities in-
volved and citing the ex-
ample of Tamil Nadu,
which has reservations
beyond 50%.

NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Will support Centre
if it extends quota 
to Marathas: Pawar

The Opposition Congress
in Rajasthan on Monday
criticised the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) govern-
ment over the lack of clari-
ty on Disaster Relief
Minister Kirodi Lal Meena’s
resignation amid heavy
rain occurring in several
parts of the State. Over 25
persons have died because
of rain and related acci-
dents in the State.

No decision yet
Mr. Meena, 72, a veteran
tribal leader, had tendered
his resignation last month,
taking responsibility for
the BJP’s below-par perfor-
mance in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election in the State,
and the defeat at four of
the seven seats put under
his charge. The party’s
central leadership is yet to
take a decision on the ac-
ceptance of his papers.

While Mr. Meena has re-
fused to withdraw his re-
signation and stopped at-
tending his o�ce,
Congress leader and form-
er Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said it was unfortu-
nate that the public did not
know during the disaster
situation whether Mr. Mee-
na was in o�ce or his resig-
nation had been accepted.

“Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma needs to clarify
the situation so that proper
monitoring may be en-
sured and directions given

for relief and rescue opera-
tions. Such a state of confu-
sion in di�cult circum-
stances amounts to deceit
with the people of the
State,” Mr. Gehlot said in a
post on X.

Public vow before poll
Mr. Meena was in the reck-
oning for the Chief Minis-
ter’s post after the BJP’s
victory in the 2023 State
Assembly election, but the
party central leadership
picked Mr. Sharma, a �rst-
time MLA, for the position.
The septuagenarian BJP
leader said he had opted to
step down as a Minister be-
cause of his public vow be-
fore the poll. BJP’s victory
in the 2023 State Assembly
election, but the party for
the position.

Mr. Meena also holds
agriculture, rural develop-
ment, and public grievanc-
es portfolios as the Cabinet
Minister. A �ve-time MLA,
he is also a former MP. 

Rajasthan govt. under �re for
lack of clarity over Disaster Relief
Minister’s resignation amid crisis
The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Rajasthan Cabinet Minister

Kirodi Lal Meena. FILE PHOTO

Criminal proceedings can
be initiated against a wo-
man for committing the of-
fence of “penetrative sex-
ual assault” on a child, the
Delhi High Court has said,
noting that the o�ence is
not restricted to only men.

The court made the ob-
servation on August 9
while hearing a plea by an
accused in a case lodged
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act. The
accused had argued that
since she was a woman,
the o�ences of “penetra-
tive sexual assault’” and
“aggravated penetrative
sexual assault” can’t be
made out against her.

The public prosecutor
had contended that the
POCSO Act is a gender-neu-
tral legislation and holds
perpetrators, regardless of
their gender, accountable

for sexual o�ences against
minors.

Agreeing with it, the
Bench of Justice Anup Jai-
ram Bhambhani said the
POCSO Act was enacted to
protect children from sex-
ual o�ences “regardless of
whether an o�ence is com-
mitted upon a child by a
man or a woman”.

“There is no reason why
the word person appearing
in Section 3 of the POCSO
Act should be read as refer-
ring only to a male,” the
court said. 

The court held that the
word “he” appearing in
the POCSO Act cannot be
given a restrictive mean-
ing, to say that it refers on-
ly to a “male”. “It must be
given its intended mean-
ing, namely that it includes
within its ambit any o�en-
der irrespective of their
gender,” it said, adding that
the petitioner can be put to
trial for the o�ences as
charged. 

‘Women can be tried
for penetrative sexual
assault on children’ 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

“School is our temple and
education is our religion,
and when it comes to reli-
gion and temple, consum-
ing alcohol within those li-
mits is a sin. I request that
no teacher should come to
school drunk from today
onwards…”

Troubling trend
This impassioned plea
comes from a teachers’ bo-
dy in Jashpur district of
Chhattisgarh, as the State
grapples with a troubling
trend: an increasing num-
ber of incidents where
teachers have reported to
duty under the in�uence
of alcohol. Ajay Gupta, the
president of the Jashpur
unit of the Chhattisgarh Sa-
hayak Shikshak/Samagra
Shikshak Federation [Chat-
tisgarh Assistant Teachers/
All Teachers Federation] –

a registered body that
counts nearly one lakh
teachers as its members –
says they issued the appeal
last week taking note of the
rising number of such
cases.

On August 7, Romanus
Kujur, the principal of a
school in Jashpur’s Farsa-
bahar, reported drunk and
created a ruckus. A video
that went viral showed him
engaged in a heated argu-
ment with a fellow teacher.
He was suspended subse-
quently. In July, one such
case was reported in Ka-
birdham district.

FIR registered
Similarly in Bilaspur, the vi-
deo of an assistant teacher
drinking alcohol in a prim-
ary school had gone viral
in March which also led to
the registration of an FIR.
In Jashpur itself, there was
another alleged incident in
which a teacher and his

brother had both gone to
the school intoxicated. It is
alleged that the inebriated
brother had assaulted a
Class V student for merely
asking him the time and
addressing him as ‘Bhaiya’,
a common way of address-
ing elders.

‘Mahua very common’
Ramprakash Pandey, a la-
wyer-cum-social activist
from Jashpur, says there is
also the question of easy
availability of alcohol. “In
the tribal areas, mahua li-
quor is easily made and
stored. The excise laws
give provide some exemp-
tions as far as storage and
sale of such liquor in tribal
areas is concerned. This
encourages consumption.”

Manish Mishra, the
State president of the
teachers’ federation, says
they would issue similar
appeals in other areas as
well.

Teachers’ federation issues
appeal not to come to school
drunk after one case too many
Shubhomoy Sikdar
JASHPUR (CHHATTISGARH)

Having emerged as a role
model for the tribal com-
munity, a survivor of bond-
ed labour and tra�cking
has established a commun-
ity school for underprivi-
leged children at his native
village in Rajasthan’s Rajsa-
mand district.

The school is catering to
children in the age group
of 4 to 16 years who have
been deprived of the bene-
�ts of formal education
system.

Khemraj Gameti, who
supervises the school’s
functioning from a build-
ing of the Pachhmata vil-
lage panchayat, was con-
�ned to a brick kiln along
with his wife and a daught-
er in a neighbouring village
for four years. The family
was forced to work be-
cause of Mr. Gameti’s fai-

lure to return ₹40,000
which he had borrowed
from the brick kiln’s owner
to repay some of his debts.

Mr. Gameti and some
other adults like him were
exploited at the kiln, situat-
ed in Kunwariya village,
working for 18 hours a day
and not paid the pre-
scribed minimum wages.
The children’s job was to
turn the bricks as they
dried in the sun, to make
them dry evenly. Together
as a family, they were only
paid ₹500 to ₹800 for the
whole week in spite of
making 1,500 bricks a day.

Rescued after raid
Even after years of work,
the owner said the advance
was not paid o� and did
not allow the family to
leave the kiln under the
threat of violence. Mr. Ga-
meti and the family mem-
bers were rescued in a raid

conducted by the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate and the
police in April 2016, when
a total of 24 persons were
saved from the bonded la-
bour at the site.

The State government
issued 13 release certi�-
cates to the adult labourers
after an inquiry and
booked the brick kiln own-
er under Section 370 (traf-

�cking of persons) of In-
dian Penal Code, the
Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Act, and the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act.

Ever since his release,
Mr. Gameti, 43, has been
generating awareness
about bonded labour
among the villagers and
asking them to combat traf-

dren will be enrolled in
regular schools or colleges
as needed. A teacher, who
comes every day from the
nearby Basanta villages,
takes care of the children
as a group, giving them les-
sons and clarifying their
doubts,” Mr. Gameti said.
The children are a happy
lot, as they are getting edu-
cation for the �rst time.

Gayatri Seva Sansthan’s
director Shailendra Pan-
dya said the innovative
Shikshalaya Project was fa-
cilitating overall develop-
ment of children in the tar-
geted villages of four
tribal-dominated districts
in southern Rajasthan,
where there was no basic
facility even for primary
education. A total of 304
community schools are at
present functioning in Raj-
samand, Udaipur, Salum-
bar and Pratapgarh
districts.

�cking with sustained ef-
forts. Six months ago, he
came up with an idea of
founding a school for his
Bhil community in Pachh-
mata, as the only upper
primary government
school in the region is far
away from the village and
is not easily accessible.

Project supervisor 
Mr. Gameti told The Hindu
that he conducted a survey
in the village to understand
the requirements of under-
privileged children who
had never been to school
before. He established the
school with the help of
Udaipur-based Gayatri Se-
va Sansthan as part of its
Shikshalaya Project. As
many as 30 children from
the Bhil community study
in the school, with Mr. Ga-
meti acting as a supervisor
for the project.

“Over time, these chil-

Rescued bonded labourer builds school for underprivileged children
Mohammed Iqbal
JAIPUR

Rescued bonded labourer Khemraj Gameti (in cream shirt) at his

school in Rajasthan’s Rajsamand district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A case has been registered
against a YouTuber for al-
legedly uploading a video
on ‘peacock curry recipe’
on his channel, in Telanga-
na’s Rajanna Sircilla dis-
trict. The YouTuber, appa-
rently to garner more
views for his channel, re-
sorted to the act, a forest
o�cial said, based on preli-
minary investigation. 

Home raided
Upon receiving informa-
tion that a man posted a vi-
deo on his channel on how
to cook peacock curry, a
team of forest o�cials
reached Tangallapalli vil-

lage and recovered the cur-
ry from the man’s house.
The curry sample has been
sent to a lab for forensic
analysis and investigation
is on.

Video taken down
A case was registered
against the YouTuber on
Sunday. After animal rights
activists raised the issue
the video was also taken
down. 

‘Peacock curry recipe’
lands YouTuber from
Telangana in soup

Press Trust of India
HYDERABAD

The curry sample has
been sent to a lab for
forensic analysis and
investigation is on. A
case has been �led
against the man
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday moved
the Supreme Court for bail
in a corruption case regis-
tered by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) in
connection with the excise
policy case. Appearing be-
fore Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud, senior
advocate A.M. Singhvi, in
an oral mentioning, sought
a hearing on Tuesday.

The Chief Justice asked
Mr. Kejriwal’s lawyers to
send an email to him to con-
sider the urgency for listing.

Earlier in August, the
Delhi High Court had con-
�rmed the legality of Mr.
Kejriwal’s arrest by the CBI.
Refusing to quash his ar-
rest, the HC had advised
him to approach the trial
court for bail. The CBI had
portrayed Mr. Kejriwal as
the “mastermind” of the al-
leged scam. They said he
was an in�uential person
who could sway the wit-
nesses in his favour.

Delhi CM
moves SC for
bail in CBI
excise case

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The farmers in the Tungab-
hadra command area in
Koppal, Raichur, Ballari,
and Vijayanagara districts
were a delighted lot till the
weekend, as the reservoir
was full, thanks to the good
monsoon in the catchment
area, especially in the Sa-
hyadri range. However, the
snapping of a crest gate on
Saturday has shattered their
hopes overnight.

As much as 35,000 cu-
secs of water began gushing
through the broken gate.
The authorities raised the
remaining 32 gates to dis-
charge water to reduce the
pressure. As per experts,
the repairs can be taken up
only after half of the water
is drained. s 

Broken crest
gate dashes
farmers’ hope

Kumar Buradikatti

KALABURAGI

The Kerala Bank has decid-
ed on Monday to write o�
loans taken from its Choo-
ralmala branch by the vic-
tims and survivors of the
devastating landslides in

Wayanad. The decision
was taken by the governing
council of the bank.

It had contributed ₹50
lakh to the Chief Minister’s
Distress Relief Fund follow-
ing the catastrophe. In ad-
dition to this, the bank sta�
had voluntarily contribut-

ed �ve days’ salary to the
CMDRF.

The State government
had announced that a spe-
cial meeting of the State
Level Bankers Committee
would meet soon to dis-
cuss the outstanding loans
of the survivors.

Bank to write o� loans of
Wayanad landslide survivors
The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought the res-
ponses of the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation and

the Enforcement Directo-
rate in a plea for bail �led
by BRS leader K. Kavitha in
two cases of corruption
and money laundering
linked to the Delhi excise
policy case.

A Bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai and K.V. Viswanath-
an issued notice to both
Central agencies on the
bail pleas of Ms. Kavitha.
The case is posted for hear-
ing on August 20.

CBI, ED reply sought on Kavitha’s bail plea 
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

A
fter a crest gate of
Tungabhadra dam
was washed away

on Saturday, the Karnata-
ka government has decid-
ed to constitute a dam sa-
fety committee to study
the safety aspects of all the
reservoirs in the State.

Deputy Chief Minister
D. K. Shivakumar, who al-
so holds the Major Irriga-
tion portfolio, said the
proposed committee
would submit its report
within a month.

Mr. Shivakumar, who
inspected the Tungabha-
dra dam site, said the re-
pairs started in the early
hours of Monday. 

Explaining the process-
es involved, he said the
Tungabhadra Irrigation
Board comprises mem-
bers from the Centre and
the three riparian States.
Information related to the
snapping of the chain link
of the gates had been

passed on to all the mem-
bers soon after the inci-
dent came to light, besides
discussing the issue with
experts who had worked
on dam safety. 

As per their suggestion,
the relevant map of the
dam had been obtained to
help the crest gate makers
to understand the
requirements.

“I have spoken to the

Jindal factory that makes
the gates and they have
commenced repair work
on Monday,” he said.

Though it was neces-
sary to reduce the storage
to complete the repairs,
the authorities were striv-
ing to save 50 tmcft to 60
tmcft of water so that
farmers could get water to
support at least one crop
in the year, he noted.

Tungabhadra repairs on,
water diverted to canals

Water wastage: O�icials had to increase discharge to 98,000

cusecs by opening all 32 gates at the Tungabhadra reservoir to

reduce pressure on the broken gate. SRIDHAR KAVALI

Deputy Chief Minister says authorities striving to save some 60 tmcft of water so that farmers

could get water to support at least one crop in the year; Karnataka to form dam safety committee

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

SEE ALSO

» PAGE 10
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T
he recent two-day visit by a team of the
Election Commission of India (ECI), led
by the Chief Election Commissioner, Ra-

jiv Kumar, to Jammu and Kashmir ( J&K) — its se-
cond since March to meet representatives of pol-
itical parties and the local administration —
comes amid the growing chorus from regional
parties to hold elections to the 90-seat Assembly
of the �ve-year-old Union Territory (UT). In its
December 2023 judgment on Article 370, the Su-
preme Court was speci�c in its direction on hold-
ing elections in J&K. The Court had noted that
“direct elections to legislative assemblies cannot
be put on hold until Statehood is restored” and
directed the ECI to conduct elections in J&K by
September 30, 2024. The erstwhile State of J&K
was bifurcated into two UTs, and its special status
scrapped in 2019. J&K saw its last Assembly elec-
tion in 2014. After the collapse of the coalition go-
vernment of the Peoples’ Democratic Party-Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2018, J&K has not had
a representative government. The Centre should
be buoyed by the faith shown by voters in the Lok
Sabha elections held in April-May this year. Vo-
ters chose to depart from the previous trend, es-
pecially in the Kashmir Valley, of election boy-
cotts, and instead posted a historic turnout of
58% in �ve Lok Sabha seats. Since 1990, J&K’s vot-
ing percentage had never crossed the 50% mark. 

Therefore, holding Assembly elections will be
a statement of con�dence by the Centre. It will al-
so be a positive reciprocation to voter enthu-
siasm. The Centre has been accused by several
rights groups of curtailing democratic processes
in J&K since its semi-autonomous status ended in
2019. Allowing people to choose their representa-
tives will be a major step towards ensuring the
restoration and the building up of political pro-
cesses. Recurrent militant attacks in J&K point to
the fact that a lot of work is still required to attain
complete peace in J&K. However, making elec-
tions subservient to the security situation will on-
ly make the Centre hostage to the whims of terro-
rists. On the one hand, the Centre needs to
further its e�orts to deal with militancy, while on
the other, kick o� political processes. Assembly
elections can turn out to be a democratic instru-
ment to ensure that any sense of alienation does
not get ampli�ed and exploited by the enemies of
the country. J&K needs to have a participatory de-
mocratic set-up in place to deal with issues such
as growing unemployment, electricity crisis, and
poor health infrastructure. These elections have
the potential to act as a healing process for a
place wounded by over three decades of con�ict. 

Kashmir �le 
J&K needs a participatory democratic

set-up to deal with people’s needs  

S
ince the Zika outbreak began on June 20,
when the �rst case was reported from
Pune, con�rmed cases have been slowly

but steadily rising. As of August �rst week, Maha-
rashtra has reported 88 con�rmed cases.Pune ci-
ty, the epicentre, alone accounts for 73 cases,
while six are from Pune rural. Of the total num-
ber reported so far, at 37, pregnant women alone
account for half the number of con�rmed infec-
tions. Though rare, people with Zika virus infec-
tion run a risk of su�ering from Guillain-Barré
syndrome, a neurological disorder in which the
immune system mistakenly attacks part of the pe-
ripheral nervous system. But a more harmful ef-
fect is seen in pregnant women who run a risk of
giving birth to babies with a smaller than average
head size, called microcephaly, and other neuro-
logical impairments. As in a January 2023 paper
in The Lancet Regional Health – Americas, a meta-
analysis of babies born to 1,548 pregnant women
infected with the Zika virus, from 13 studies in
Brazil between 2015 and 2017, found the absolute
risk of microcephaly to be 6.6% either at birth or
during follow-up. Babies also had 18.7% absolute
risk of su�ering from functional neurological ab-
normalities, and a relatively smaller risk of neu-
roimaging, ophthalmic and auditory abnormali-
ties. There was also a signi�cant risk of
premature birth (10.5%), low birth weight and
small for gestational age (16.2%). Less known is
the risk of sexual transmission of the virus by in-
fected men due to the presence of potentially in-
fectious virus in their semen for at least two
months. It is hence important for infected men,
especially those planning a family, to be made
aware of the risk as well as recommend measures
to prevent viral transmission to women for at
least three months, as in the U.S. CDC guidelines.

Given the harmful e�ects of the virus, it is
shocking that the Pune-based ICMR lab ramped
up testing only after the publication of news
about the Pune Municipal Corporation planning
to send samples to a government medical college
instead to cut the delay in testing. As Kerala just
demonstrated in the latest outbreak of the Nipah
virus, and as Gujarat learnt it the hard way in the
ongoing Chandipura virus outbreak and acute
encephalitis syndrome cases, it is becoming in-
creasingly important and necessary that States
develop the capacity to conduct high-quality test-
ing and sequencing of viruses that cause frequent
and deadly outbreaks. From the time that the
�rst suspected case is observed, the reduction in
the lead time to test results is the key to institut-
ing timely public health responses that can limit
the virus spread and stop an outbreak. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic demonstrated the advantages
of decentralised testing and sequencing, and this
should be replicated for every pathogen that
causes deadly outbreaks. 

More and better
States must develop capacity to conduct

testing and sequencing of viruses 

T
he year 2024 had dawned with
forebodings of a new wave of security
threats, and security specialists the
world over, had braced for a wave of

attacks along a wide spectrum. Their concerns
essentially stemmed from fears arising out of new
threats posed by Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) and its
di�erent manifestations, including Generative AI
and Arti�cial General Intelligence (AGI). Together
with the expanding horizons of disinformation
and cyber threats, the outlook seemed distinctly
gloomy.

The 33rd Summer Olympic Games in France,
during July-August 2024, were seen as a real and
tempting target for digital, including cyber and
other criminals. Experts across the world were,
hence, bracing themselves for digital attacks of a
kind they had not encountered hitherto, quite
apart from those launched by known terror
groups.

Such fears were not unfounded, given the
rising pro�le of both AI and cyber, and the
consequential increase in disinformation attacks.
Several months down the road, the absence of
any spectacular attack has been a relief. This is no
reason to relax the vigil as newer variations of
digital threats are beginning to emerge. The Paris
Games ended peacefully, but eternal vigilance is
still the price that security agencies need to pay
to ensure proper safety. Undoubtedly, an Olympic
Games of this size passing o� without a major
incident is indeed a triumph for security
managers engaged in providing security for the
Games, yet vigil can hardly be relaxed.

The year so far
It might be worthwhile to look back and see what
did, or did not, happen in 2024. The year started
seeming to con�rm the prognosis that 2024 may
well be the year when the world confronts a
cornucopia of security threats. Disinformation
was already having a �eld day in the run up to the
elections in Taiwan in January 2024, and the
atmosphere was loaded with fake posts and
videos, causing widespread confusion. This was
attributed to China, but we live in a world today
where nothing is what it seems. What was,
however, evident was that the advent of AI
seemed to have made it far easier to spread
disinformation cloaked in the garb of reality. AI
was the principal, though not, perhaps, the sole
culprit.

It is indeed true that spreading disinformation
has become far easier with the advent of AI. Deep
fakes, comprising digitally manipulated video,
audio, or images, repeatedly hit the headlines
today, causing a miasma of disinformation. The
truth is revealed much later — and after the
damage has been done.

Yet, there is not enough comprehension today,
about the threat posed by AI generated or other
types of deep fakes. Together with cyber attacks,
the world needs to realise that we face a new and
grim reality which cannot be ignored any longer.
National security stands imperilled by these

newer threats. But even when it manifests itself,
there is not enough comprehension of what is
taking place. A combination of cyber attacks and
AI-enabled disinformation had and is still,
causing grave havoc in the con�ict in Ukraine.
Ukraine is a good case study of how two sides in a
con�ict could employ disinformation — including
AI-enabled disruption — against one another, to
each other’s disadvantage. Together with cyber
attacks, this has led to major disruptions in
critical infrastructure, including
telecommunications and power grids.

The CrowdStrike outage as ‘preview’
The world had a preview last month of what
could happen, or is in store, in the event of a
massive cyberattack, whether AI-enabled or
otherwise. A ‘glitch’ in a software update
concerning Microsoft Windows caused a massive
outage, which initially a�ected parts of the United
States, but rapidly spread to di�erent parts of the
globe, including India. It disrupted �ight
operations, air tra�c, stock exchanges and more.
The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
(CERT-IN) issued a severity rating of ‘critical’ for
the incident. This was, however, not a
cyberattack, but it provided a preview of the kind
of disruption that could take place in the event of
a cyberattack. According to Microsoft, over eight
million Windows devices failed, leading to global
disruption on a massive scale.

Human memory tends to be short, and it may
be necessary to remind the world about some of
the better known cyberattacks in the past, which
caused mayhem across the globe. The world may,
or may not, remember the widespread disruption
that occurred in 2017 in the wake of the
WannaCry ransomware attack employing the
WannaCry ransomware cryptoworm, which
infected well over 2,30,000 computers in 150
countries, resulting in damage amounting to
billions of dollars. The same year witnessed
another cyberattack using the Shamoon
Computer Virus which was directed mainly
against oil companies such as SA ARAMCO (Saudi
Arabia) and RasGas (Qatar), and was labelled, at
the time, as the ‘biggest hack in history’. Again,
around the same period, a cyberattack involving
the ‘Petya’ Malware severely a�ected banks,
electricity grids and a host of other institutions
across Europe and the United Kingdom, as also
the U.S. and Australia.

Few cyberattacks have, however, had a more
devastating impact than that caused by the
Stuxnet ‘attack’ in 2010. Over 2,00,000
computers were impacted and physically
degraded as a result. Stuxnet was a malicious
computer worm, believed to have been in
development for nearly �ve years, and
speci�cally targeting supervisory control and
data acquisition systems. The target in this case
was the Iran nuclear programme, leading to the
inference that it was state sponsored. What is
now known is that Stuxnet’s design and
architecture is not domain speci�c, but could be

tailored for attacking most modern systems in
use.

Growing cyber threats
While the potential threat posed by AI
disinformation looms large across the global
landscape, for ordinary individuals, cyber is
already a persisting threat. The number of victims
of cyber fraud and cyber hacking has grown
exponentially in recent years. Our day-to-day
existence is threatened by fraudsters posing as
delivery company agents and making delivery
attempts, and, in the process, obtaining personal
information for malicious use.

There is today a rising curve of false credit card
transactions, obtaining personal information in
the process to defraud unwitting individuals.
Compromising business e-mails is on the
increase. One of the most widespread cyber
frauds is ‘phishing’, that involves stealing
personal information such as customer ID,
credit\debit card numbers, and even PIN. The list
is extensive and extends to ‘spamming’ as well
(where someone receives unsolicited commercial
messages sent through one of the many
electronic messaging systems). ‘Identity theft’ is
among the most serious dangers that has now
become widespread.

Across the democratic world, governments are
seeking to put in place proper systems to deal
with digital threats. Industry and private
institutions, however, appear to be lagging
behind. It is the latter segment that is, perhaps,
the most vulnerable to digital attacks. Having in
place �rewalls, anti-virus defences and a good
back-up and disaster recovery system are not
enough. Most CEOs of companies, again, are not
adequately equipped to deal with digital threats.
Hence it might be useful to have a chief
information and security o�cer to look at their
systems and advise them as to what they should
do.

Awareness of the growing danger of digital
threats is but the �rst step in the battle against
cyber and AI-directed threats. Unauthorised use
of Generative AI content has already become the
stock-in-trade of digital bullying. Preventing this
demands a great deal of e�ort and adequate
budgetary allocations — whether in the private or
public domain.

More than anything else, potentially dangerous
digital technologies require more, and the
speci�c, attention of those in-charge, specially in
the case of democracies. Awareness about digital
bullying and other forms of manipulation is
fundamental if we are to prevent situations
getting out of hand. More than anything else,
there is a need to create a realisation that the
struggle against digital threats calls for
coordinated action. Also, a realisation that
nations, especially democracies, are today under
attack from a new and di�erent source. There is,
hence, every need to counter digital surveillance,
disinformation, bullying and manipulation, for
our survival.

Disinformation, AI and ‘cyber chakravyuh’

M.K. Narayanan

a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau, 
a former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor 
of West Bengal

This year may
well be the one
when the world
confronts a
cornucopia of
security threats

F
ormer Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia’s enlargement on bail by the
Supreme Court of India, after an

unconscionably long incarceration, is a welcome
vindication of the apex court’s remit as custodian
of individual liberties. In an eloquent exposition
of its mandate, the Court reiterated that ‘a
constitutional court has to lean in favour of
constitutionalism and the rule of law of which
liberty is an intrinsic part...’

Citing its judgment in Arnab Manoranjan
Goswami vs The State of Maharashtra and Ors.
(2020), it rea�rmed that ‘liberty across human
eras is as tenacious as tenacious can be’.
Reiterating the salutary constitutional principle
expounded as early as 1977 by Justice V.R.
Krishna Iyer, that bail is the rule and jail an
exception, the Court rea�rmed that the right to
fair and speedy trial was implicit in the right to
life under Article 21. It concluded that this right
was denied to Mr. Sisodia.

Earlier observations
In arriving at its conclusions, the Court relied on
the observations of the Court in its �rst order of
October 30, 2023 (Manish Sisodia vs Central
Bureau of Investigation), and also the submissions
advanced before it in the �rst round, adverting
particularly to the 56,000 pages of documents
and 456 witnesses (at that stage which, numbers
were subsequently increased) in the two cases —
and which the Court felt could delay the trial and
conclusion of the case inordinately. It also
referred to and relied upon several of its
judgments, from Kashmira Singh (1977) till the
later decisions— (in P. Chidambaram (2020) and
Satender Kumar Antil (2022) — on the accused’s
right to speedy trial. To these could be added the
Court’s decision in Sheikh Javed Iqbal (2024).

Stating further that the constitutional mandate
must prevail as the higher law, the apex court
ruled, in Manish Sisodia vs Directorate of
Enforcement, purposively that ‘the right to bail in
cases of delay, coupled with incarceration for a

long period, depending on the nature of the
allegations, should be read into Section 439 Cr.PC
and Section 45 of the PMLA [Prevention of Money
Laundering Act]’.

In its entirety, the judgment must gladden the
hearts of libertarians, considering the troubling
and persistent apprehensions about the
weaponising of the stringent penal laws in the
country, and concerns about the oppressive
application and implementation of the PMLA.
Taking cognisance of the information furnished
to Parliament recently, the Court noticed that out
of the over 5,000 cases brought under the PMLA
in the last 10 years, only 40 cases resulted in
convictions. In his statement in the Rajya Sabha,
the Minister of State for Finance disclosed that
‘the ED �led 15 enforcement case information
reports (ECIRs) in 2019, followed by 28 in 2020,
26 in 2021, 34 in 2022, 26 in 2023 and three in
2024 as on July 31. Only one conviction in the
cases was reported to have been made in 2020.

Clearly, the processes of our criminal justice
system, leading to endless delays, are oppressive,
with procedure itself being the punishment. The
reality of the technicalities of procedural laws
defeating justice has been judicially recognised
and eloquently summed up as ‘the mortality of
justice at the hands of law’ — Sushil Kumar Sen
(1975); Rani Kusum (2005).

A caveat
Notwithstanding its unexceptionable
constitutional merit, the judgment begs a
troubling question. Was it right for the Court,
consistent with its other observations in the �rst
round, to condone the custodial con�nement of
the accused based on the statement of the
prosecution that the trial would be completed
within six to eight months? Or to extend the
detention of the accused on the basis of the
prosecuting counsel’s statement recorded in the
Court’s second order of June 4, 2024 that the
complaint/charge sheet would be �led on or
before July 3, 2024? In a sense, does this not

make the prosecutor a judge in its own cause,
contrary to the �rst principles of natural justice
and vitiating at its core the procedural
imperatives of fair trial?

The guarantee of civil liberties
In our constitutional scheme, the liberty of
individuals cannot be held hostage to the
benevolence or sense of fairness of the
prosecutor alone. It must stand on the
unbreacheable foundation of justice anchored in
inalienable rights ‘born in �esh, carried in our
bodies from birth to death’. We know that
sacrosanct rights ‘undergrid’ the law; that there is
no virtue in legal processes that are unjust and
laws that fail to render justice must be changed.
Denial of freedom is denial of humanity itself.
Therefore, its preservation against excesses of the
executive is the �rst charge on the apex Court’s
constitutional and moral authority. Although the
ultimate guarantee of civil liberties lies in the faith
and assertion of the people, as Justice Robert
Jackson of the United States reminded us in
Douglas vs City of Jeannette (1943), the courts’
auxiliary protection against encroachment of
human rights is the crucial test of a vibrant
democracy.

In eventually restoring Mr. Sisodia’s liberty,
pending the �nal decision in his case, the apex
court has redeemed itself of the charge of
ambivalence in the earlier rounds despite the
existence of legal and factual basis for bail. It
need not now ‘trudge on the debris of
conscience’. The judgment would have served its
purpose if undertrials are not made to languish in
custody endlessly, with their freedom,
reputation, privacy and dignity irretrievably lost
without apology or recompense. And, the nation
must repurpose its politics away from personal
animosities in an ennobling pursuit of justice and
dignity for all, thereby revitalising a democracy
under stress.

The views expressed are personal

The top court as custodian of liberties 

Ashwani Kumar 

Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court of
India and a former
Union Minister for
Law and Justice

The Manish
Sisodia case
raises the
question
whether the
liberty of
individuals can
be held hostage
to the
benevolence or
sense of fairness
of the
prosecutor
alone

Hindenburg report
The denial of allegations
that have been raised in the
latest Hindenburg report
(against SEBI and its
chairperson) is on expected
lines and hardly clears the
air. The crux of the matter is
the opacity around o�shore

The vanishing sparrow
The decline of sparrows
points to biodiversity loss
(‘Open Page’, August 11). It
is our responsibility to make
sure that this little bird
holds its own.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

progress and stability. The
government must reassure
investors and the public
that India’s regulatory
framework is robust and
capable of handling such
unwarranted attacks.
M. Ramdas Menon,

Kallai, Kozhikode, Kerala

holding of an independent
inquiry.
Manohar Alembath,

Kannur, Kerala

Hindenburg Research’s
relentless attacks are a
blatant attempt to
undermine India’s economic

dispensation will try to
stonewall the issue in the
coming days is clear. The
Congress party’s demand
for a JPC probe is likely to
end up as a cry in the
wilderness. One fervently
hopes the top court will
take steps to ensure the

funds investing in the Indian
stock market. It is strange
that the ruling party at the
Centre has rushed in to
assert that ‘many global
forces with the help of the
Congress’s dynasty’ are
attempting to target India’s
progress. That the ruling

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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New Delhi, August 12: The Bill to in�ict penalties
including life imprisonment for food
adulteration o�ences was introduced in the
Rajya Sabha to-day by the Health Minister, Dr.
Karan Singh.

“The Prevention of Food Adulteration
(amendment) Bill, 1974” seeks to make food
adulteration o�ences as “cognizable and
non-bailable”. The Bill seeks to plug loopholes
and provide for more stringent and e�ective
measures to curb the adulteration menace,
which had “made a heavy dent in the already
low nutritional standards.”

An adulterator, according to the Bill, would be
liable to be imprisoned for a minimum of three
years extending up to life imprisonment and
asked to pay a minimum �ne of Rs. 5,000.

The Bill also seeks to provide for
representation for consumers’ interests in the
Central Committee for Food Standards and in
the Central Food Laboratory. 

Under the Bill, if any colouring matter other
than that prescribed or not within the
prescribed limits of variability was used, the
food article would be declared as adulterated.
The Bill seeks to add to the de�nition of food
under the parent Act “any other article which
the Central Government, having regard to its
character, use or composition, declares by
noti�cation in the o�cial gazette, as food for the
purposes of this Act”.

In the parent Act “food” meant an article used
as food or drink for human consumption other
than drugs and water and included those used
in the composition or preparation of human
food and �avouring matter or condiments. The
Bill also seeks to appoint the "local (health)
authority" in relation to local areas to be in
charge of health administration. Under the
parent Act, there was a provision for
appointment of “food (health) authority”
meaning the Director of Health Services or the
Chief O�cer in charge of health administration. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 13, 1974

Life term for food
adulteration: Bill introduced

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, August 12: The largest submarine K. 26
has returned to Portsmouth after a record
submarine voyage of twenty thousand miles to
Singapore unaccompanied by a parent ship.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 13, 1924

Submarine K. 26.

I
n the 2024 general election,
with the decline of the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
in Uttar Pradesh and the

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) in
Maharashtra, the independent
political assertion of Dalit politics
has been relegated to a new low.
However, Dalit political parties like
the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) in
Bihar and Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) in Tamil Nadu
showcased a promise that Dalit
politics can remain relevant in the
democratic discourse if they form
alliances with national political
fronts.

Such diversi�cation within the
Dalit political discourse shows that
the heightened ideological
commitment to the Ambedkarite
political values is diminishing, as
Dalit political parties are exploring
various alternatives to �nd
meaning in their existence. This
heterogeneity also reveals that the
Dalit parties and leaders lack a
grand political vision to build a
national front against the
conventional ruling elites,
remaining comfortable with their
regional speci�cities. For the
rebirth of Dalit politics, newer
ideological virtues under a
committed political leadership are
essential.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar expected
that modern democracy would
not re-establish the power and
privileges of the conventional
social elites but would instead
allow the socially marginalised
groups to take centre stage in
transforming the power structure.
He envisioned that independent
India’s new polity would allow
Dalits to emerge as robust leaders
of marginalised social groups and
challenge the domination of social
elites over political power. With
the decline of parties, like the BSP
and VBA, there are few takers of
such a revolutionary vision.

Recently, Dalit politics based on
the ideals of social justice have
continuously been marginalised
and have remained passive. The
divisions between Dalit political
parties showcase that there is no
consensus on ideological

parameters. The Dalit leadership
lacks political vision and
in�uential social initiatives. While
other political parties have often
joined hands to secure their class
and social interests, Dalit parties
hardly pondered the possibility of
uniting di�erent Dalit political and
social organisations at the national
level. These parties often remain
attached to their regional
speci�cities and lack the political
imagination to ally with the social
justice parties to announce a
robust national Dalit agenda.
Other marginalised communities,
such as the Adivasis and Muslims,
also hesitate to open a sincere
dialogue with Dalit political
out�ts, as their political
commitment and ideological merit
often remain under doubt.
Instead, national political fronts,
especially the Congress, have
reinvented themselves by
engaging with the concerns of the
marginalised social groups and
building impressive campaigns to
safeguard constitutional ideals.

In this context, the victory of
Chandrashekhar Azad from the
Nagina parliamentary
constituency in Uttar Pradesh is a
signi�cant marker of the
possibility of the arrival of
independent Dalit politics. In
contrast to the BSP-VBA bloc, Mr.
Azad showed that a winning
combination could be formed by
building an engagement with the
marginalised social groups,
particularly Muslims. Further, on
the ideological front, he o�ered a
powerful challenge not only to
right-wing politics but also
reprimanded the secular-socialist
political out�ts for neglecting the
issues of marginalised social
groups. Building such an
impressive social base with radical
ideological values can revibrate
the dormant Dalit movement
today.

Uni�ed political bloc
Similar to the INDIA bloc that
created a collective political
assertion based on the ideals of
social justice and secularism, a
uni�ed political bloc of Dalit

parties, especially the BSP, VCK,
and VBA, could reenergise the
dormant social justice movement
and mobilise oppressed
communities for a substantive
political change. The diverse Dalit
political movements need to
consider organising a uni�ed
political bloc, an alliance of all the
Dalit parties at the national level.
Such a bloc could associate with
other regional and national
alliances to form a broader
political alliance over the slogan of
social justice and the ideals of the
Indian Constitution. It is equally
important for the Dalit leaders and
parties to imagine themselves as
essential components in the battle
against the right-wing juggernaut.
However, till recent times, it is
visible that the political decisions
of parties like the BSP and the VBA
mostly segregate the Dalits from
associating with secular
progressive alternatives and
indirectly help the BJP.

Such an alliance is possible only
if the segmented Dalit movement
decides to come together to
rewrite a new manifesto for social
justice to confront the challenges
raised by the neo-liberal economy
and Hindutva fundamentalism.
This ideological programme is
possible if the current leadership
could reduce their petty egos, sort
out the intra-Dalit skirmishes with
sensitivity, and work together to
end their ideological diversions.
For the revival of Dalit politics, it is
imperative that contemporary
Dalit leadership o�ers intellectual
and visionary leadership to
challenge the current passivity
and dependency. It is required
that various stakeholders,
intellectuals, and civil society
activists engage in deliberation
upon the possibility of a federal
Dalit front, forcing the political
parties to reimagine their
strategies and ideological goals.

A robust and engaged public
deliberation to imagine a radical
agenda for Dalit emancipation will
help to rebuild a national
movement for a substantive
transformation in the economic
and political spectrum.

Possible revival of Dalit politics today

Harish S.
Wankhede

Assistant Professor,

Centre for Political

Studies, School of

Social Sciences,

Jawaharlal Nehru

University, New Delhi

While other
political parties
have often
joined hands to
secure their
class and social
interests, the
Dalit parties
hardly pondered
the possibility of
uniting di�erent
Dalit political
and social
organisations at
the national
level

STATE OF PLAY

T
he initial exuberance
of the NDA govern-
ment in Andhra Pra-

desh quickly faded as it real-
ised the daunting task of
moving the bifurcation-hit
State forward.

The government is con-
cerned about the power sec-
tor, which, according to a
White Paper released by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du on July 9, was beset by a
huge ‘legacy loss’ of ₹1,29,503
crore.

Given the pressing need to
put the AP-Genco, AP-Transco,
and the DISCOMs back on
track, the government started
revisiting the reforms in the
power sector, aiming to res-
tore its position as the top in
the country. The due priority
is to streamline supply to in-
dustrial consumers, and to the
farm sector for nine hours dur-
ing daytime.

The government noted that
the operational and �nancial
parameters of the power utili-
ties have deteriorated in the
last �ve years. While conduct-
ing its study, it sought sugges-
tions from all stakeholders.

Financially, the outstanding
power sector loans amount to
nearly ₹1.10 lakh crore, of
which roughly ₹25,000 crore
are owed by the government
to DISCOMs for pending subsi-
dy arrears and charges paya-
ble by government depart-
ments for electricity
consumed by o�ce buildings,
lift irrigation schemes, and lo-
cal bodies.

Besides, DISCOMs made
partial payments to Indepen-
dent Power Producers (IPPs)
during the controversial re-
view of the long-term solar and
wind Power Purchase Agree-

ments (PPAs) in 2019-24 and
they [DISCOMs] are obliged to
pay the remaining amounts
with interest having lost their
case in the court.

Notably, the Ministry of
Power had warned of the con-
sequences of reviewing or ne-
gotiating the PPAs, but to no
avail, as the YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP) government went
ahead with its decision.

The total generation capaci-
ty increased from approxi-
mately 5,460 Megawatts (MW)
in 2014-15, when the TDP came
to power, to about 14,930 MW
�ve years later.

A notable project under
way is the 2,750-MW Integrat-
ed Renewable Energy Project
(IREP) at Pinnapuram, touted
as the world’s largest Gigawatt-
scale integrated project, com-
prising 1,200 MW of Pumped
Storage Hydropower (PSH),
1,000 MW of solar and 550
MW wind power, expandable
to a 7,400 MW.

While the Commercial Op-
eration Date of the IREP is still
a few months away and other
PSH projects are in various
stages, the AP-Genco commis-
sioned two new thermal pow-
er units of 800 MW last year.

The generation side has,
therefore, something to cheer
about, despite the looming
obligation to retire obsolete
thermal units numbering 11 of
210 MW, at the Narla Tatarao,
Sri Damodaram Sanjeevaiah,
and Rayalaseema Thermal
Power Stations, after 2030.

Another issue is the inordi-

nate delay in constructing the
960-MW Polavaram hydroe-
lectric power plant, which suf-
fered a major setback due to
the termination of the turnkey
contractor and the hiring of a
new one. This resulted in pro-
tracted litigation, including an
ongoing arbitration process
expected to cost a whopping
₹1,500 crore. The Polavaram
hydropower plant was sche-
duled to be commissioned in
May 2023. There is an estimat-
ed generation loss of 3,000
Million Units (MU) till the latest
expected commissioning date
of January 2026. The delays in
various projects entailed a
huge burden in terms of the
cost of power purchases. The
precarious �nancial position
of the utilities, mainly the DIS-
COMs, has been a cause for
worry.

It is pertinent to mention
that the YSRCP government al-
legedly raised power tari�s
nine times during its tenure
(2019-24), in the form of true-
up and other charges to shore
up its �nances.

Meanwhile, the TDP
claimed that the government
did not jack up the tari�s even
once, and the subsidy compo-
nent increased from ₹2,607
crore in 2014- 15 to ₹6,575
crore by the end of 2018-19.

The deliberate backing
down of some generators in
2019-22 to buy power from
short-term sources had major
�nancial implications. These
are only some aspects of the
State power sector.

The government’s ultimate
objective is to provide a quali-
ty, reliable, and a�ordable
power supply for 24 hours. 

The government has to do a
tough balancing act of careful-
ly managing the �nancial
standing of the utilities (mainly
DISCOMs) and meeting the
burgeoning grid demand by
making incremental renewa-
ble energy capacity additions.

Power sector woes in Andhra Pradesh
NDA government faces the daunting task of ‘re-energising’ the power sector

V. Raghavendra
raghavendra.v@thehindu.co.in

A
common critique of the
group-based approach to
a�rmative action policies

is that it treats the potential benef-
iciary group as a homogenous
class. In reality, as critics argue,
rarely does a group turn out to be a
homogenous class. Even within an
identi�ed disadvantaged group, fa-
milies are often found to be placed
poles apart in terms of access to
material as well as symbolic re-
sources. Therefore, group-based
a�rmative action policies are seen
as bene�ting relatively advantaged
families from the bene�ciary
group. An inevitable consequence
is widening intra-group inequality.
This, in a way, goes against the ve-
ry purpose of a�rmative action,
which is, achieving greater equali-
ty in society.

Reservation of seats for Sche-
duled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in educational institu-
tions, public employment, and le-
gislative bodies is constitutionally
mandated. These two historically
disadvantaged categories consist
of a large number of subgroups of
di�erent ethnic origins, living in
di�erent spatialities and social re-
lations. The outcomes of the reser-
vation policy have generated dis-
content and dissension within. It
has been asserted that the bene�ts
of the reservation have accrued to
a few subgroups within SCs/STs.
This has led to the demand for a
more equitable distribution of be-
ne�ts by creating sub-classi�cation
within SCs/STs based on degrees
of disadvantage and deprivation. 

This demand has also reached
the Supreme Court. In 2004, a
�ve-member Bench of the Su-
preme Court (in E.V Chinnaih vs
State of Andhra Pradesh) a�rmed
SCs/STs as a homogenous class
and, ruled against sub-classi�ca-
tions within these umbrella cate-
gories, horizontally or vertically.
However, in a landmark judgment

on August 1, 2024, the apex court
allowed sub-classi�cation and
paved the way for sub-quotas with-
in the SC/ST quota. While the
Court has endorsed the existence
of socio-economic di�erentials
within SCs and STs and the idea of
substantive equality over nominal
equality, little analysis is available
to get a sense of the extent of in-
equalities characterising these ca-
tegories. This is even though In-
dia’s population census collects
and duly publishes data on socio-
economic indicators for individual
sub-groups within SCs and STs. 

Here, we highlight socio-eco-
nomic di�erentials within SCs/STs
based on data from the 2011 popu-
lation census. Owing to the space
constraints, our analysis is con-
�ned to a few large States. Because
the number of sub-groups com-
prising SCs and STs is too large in
these States, we pick up two nu-
merically important sub-groups
(one being well-o� and the other
relatively deprived) to re�ect the
extent of socio-economic
disparities.

Census data show that di�erent
sub-groups continue to have un-
even exposure to urbanisation.
Across States, while some sub-
groups are marked by a decent le-
vel of urbanisation, others are
overwhelmingly rural-based. Di�e-
rential urban exposure shows a
high correlation with opportuni-
ties for life chances. Invariably,
sub-groups with higher urbanisa-
tion demonstrate higher levels of
educational attainment and lower
level placement in precarious
forms of employment.

Among SCs, for example, (Ta-
ble 1), Musahars in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh seem to be the most dis-
advantaged. Fewer members
among them are likely to attain a
high school degree. The number of
those with a college degree is ne-
gligible. In contrast, Pasis in Bihar
and Chamars in Uttar Pradesh are
only a little way o� the State aver-
age. In Maharashtra, sub-groups,
such as Bhambis and Mangs, occu-
py disparate levels of educational

and occupational attainment, with
the former being much better o�
compared with the latter. Like-
wise, Chamars in Punjab are
ahead of Mazhabis in terms of ac-
cess to education and exposure to
urbanisation. The proportions of
matriculates and graduates among
the former were 1.5 times higher
than the latter. In West Bengal,
Namsudras and Bagdis stand poles
apart in terms of urbanisation,
educational attainment, and
sources of livelihood.

Socio-economic di�erentials
among STs are as pronounced as
among SCs (Table 2). In Chhattis-
garh, for instance, the Halba tribes
are not only far more urbanised
than and educationally ahead of
the Baiga tribes but also have few-
er members working as agricultu-
ral labourers when compared with
the latter. Similar is the case bet-
ween the Oraon and Mal Paharia
tribes in Jharkhand. Oraons are al-
so the most educated tribes in the
neighbouring State of Odisha and
far ahead of Bhumia — one of the
tribes with minimal access to edu-
cation. In Rajasthan, the Meenas
are well known as the most educat-
ed and economically advanced tri-
bal group. The developmental pro-
cesses seem to have completely
bypassed the Garasias, one of the
largest tribal sub-groups of the
State. 

The above analysis brings into
sharp focus the persistence of so-
cio-economic disparities. It sug-
gests that di�erent sub-groups
within SCs and STs are at disparate
levels of socio-economic develop-
ment. Given this, it is also not di�-
cult to infer who might have most
bene�ted from the undi�erentiat-
ed reservation regime. The course
to be taken by the political class is
not known, but sub-classi�cation
within SC/ST and the creation of
sub-quotas can be reasonably ex-
pected to result in a more equita-
ble distribution of bene�ts of re-
servation. 

Sanjeer Alam is an Associate Professor with

the CSDS Delhi

Socio-economic di�erentials within SCs/STs
Disparities among SC/ST sub-groups have led the Court to endorse sub-classi�cation, aiming at ensuring a fairer distribution of reservation bene�ts

Sanjeer Alam
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India’s industrial
production growth in
the month of June

4.2
In per cent. The country’s

industrial production

slowed to a five-month low

in June 2024, mainly due to poor

performance of the manufacturing sector,

though the power and mining sectors

performed well. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

People who �ed the
Kursk region since
Ukraine’s attack

1.2
In lakh. Kyiv launched a

surprise offensive into

Russia’s western Kursk region

last Tuesday, capturing over two dozen

settlements in the most significant

cross-border attack on Russian soil since

World War II. AFP

The increase in India’s
direct tax collections
from last year

24
In per cent. The government’s

gross direct tax collections for

April 1 to August 11 rose to

₹8.13 trillion ($96.87 billion). Net direct tax

collections, after adjusting for refunds,

were ₹6.93 trillion during the period, about

22.5% higher than last year. REUTERS

Distress calls received
by Gujarat’s DWUG
suicide helpline

1,600
The Diamond

Workers Union

Gujarat

(DWUG) has received distress calls from

those in the sector over financial stress. 65

diamond workers have committed suicide

in Surat in the last 16 months. PTI

People a�ected by
micronutrient
de�ciencies globally 

2.2
In billion. According to the

Global Food Policy Report,

poor-quality diets are the

main reason for all forms of malnutrition

and the leading cause of various diseases

worldwide. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

N
ew York-based Hindenburg
Research has released a new set
of documents to substantiate its
accusation that the ongoing

investigation into insider trading and
other stock market violations by the
Adani Group by India’s �nancial regulator
— the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) — is compromised. In its
latest tranche, Hindenburg has included
emails and publicly available records of
stakes held by SEBI Chairman Madhabi
Puri Buch and her husband Dhaval Buch
in Adani Group-related entities through
o�shore investment funds to allege a
con�ict of interest that aided the Adani
Group to “syphon monies”. The short
seller attempts to establish a correlation
between the alleged use of two o�shore
funds, the couple’s investments and
varied professional engagements to
accuse Ms. Buch of being biased toward
the Adani Group. Both Ms. Buch and the
Adani Group have denied the charge.

What is short selling about? 
Short selling entails pro�ting from a fall in
the prices of a scrip. Although short
selling can serve many purposes, such as
mitigating demand-supply imbalances in
scrips and ensuring price e�ciency, it has
also been used as a means of
manipulation — or what the U.S Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC) has
described as a “bear raid”. Thus,
prompting concerns about intent and
credibility. As a practice, it entails selling
a borrowed scrip in anticipation of a
downward price movement and buying it
back when the lower price level is
realised. Let us say, anticipating a
downward movement, an individual sells
10 shares at ₹100 apiece. The total sale
value is ₹1,000. The price of the share
decreases to ₹85 apiece and they opt to
buy the quantity back. This time it will
cost them ₹850 — a direct pro�t of ₹150.

The short seller in discussion had
shorted electric truck maker Nikola Corp
in 2020 placing concerns about their
functionality. In October 2022, the
Nikola’s founder Trevor Milton was
convicted by a U.S. jury of fraud for lying
to investors about the technology. 

What is the SEBI chief accused of?
At the centre of the allegations are the
Buchs’ alleged “hidden stakes” in certain
o�shore funds in Bermuda and Mauritius,
two tax havens, and their professional
engagements during and before Ms.
Buch’s tenure at SEBI. Hindenburg asserts
concern on two fronts, a con�ict of
interest and an ensuing collusion.

About personal investments: gathering
from investigations by the Organized
Crime and Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP), the short seller points to Vinod
Adani, brother of Adani Group Chairman
Gautam Adani, who invested in the
Bermuda-based ‘Global Dynamic
Opportunities Fund’ (GDOF), which then
invested in the Mauritius-based IPE Plus
Fund 1. A separate investigation by the
Financial Times said that the parent fund
of GDOF, that is, the Global Opportunities
Fund (GOF) were used by two Adani
associates, Nasser Ali Shaban Ahli from
UAE and Chang Chung-Ling from Taiwan,
to amass and acquire large positions in
scrips of the conglomerate, amounting to
stock manipulation. Additionally, as per
the Hindenburg report, the founder and
Chief Investment O�cer (CIO) of the IPE
Plus Fund was Anil Ahuja, director at
Adani Enterprises for nine years until

2017.
The Buchs opened an account with the

Mauritius-based fund in 2015. The short
seller places that SEBI’s alleged
unwillingness to take “meaningful action”
(in the ongoing investigation) could stem
from the chairperson’s “complicity” in
using the exact same funds as Mr. Adani.

The other set of accusations relate to
their professional engagements. In 2013,
Ms. Buch had set up a consulting �rm
Agora Partners in India and Singapore
respectively. Important to note that she
became a whole-time member with SEBI
in April 2017 before being elevated as the
chairperson in March 2022. SEBI’s Code
on Con�ict of Interests for Members of
Board stipulates that whole-time
members can neither hold any o�ce of
pro�t nor engage in any professional
activity that involves receiving any fees or
payment. However, the short seller
accuses her of transferring only the 100%
stake in the Singapore unit (not the Indian
one) after her appointment to the top
post, and that too only in 2022. In an X
post responding to the Buchs statement
Hindenburg says: “Buch remained a 100%
shareholder of Agora Partners Singapore
until March 16th, 2022, per Singaporean
records, owning it during her entire time
as a SEBI Whole Time Member. She only
transferred her shares into her husband’s
name 2 weeks after her appointment as
SEBI Chairperson.”

The last set of accusations concern her
husband, Dhaval Buch. The short seller
stated that Mr. Buch notwithstanding a
lack of prior experience in either real
estate nor fund management, was
appointed senior advisor at the
investment management �rm Blackstone
in 2019. With Ms. Buch employed at SEBI
and later at the helm of a�airs, the report
accuses, that SEBI “proposed, approved

and facilitated” major changes to
real-estate investment trusts’ (REITs)
policies and rules on listing and other
stock market related activities. Thus,
enabling Blackstone — “one of the largest
REIT sponsors in India” — to bene�t from
the changes, Hindenburg alleged.

What has been the recent exchange
about their investments?
In a detailed statement, the Buchs said
the investments referred to in
Hindenburg’s report were made two
years before Ms. Buch joined SEBI. While
addressing concerns about collusion, the
Buchs stated the investment was
undertaken considering Mr. Ahuja’s
“strong investing career” and that he was
also Mr. Buch’s “childhood friend” and a
batchmate at IIT Delhi. Re-emphasising
their argument, they pointed to
redeeming their investment in the fund
when Mr. Ahuja stepped down as its CIO
in 2018. The joint statement further
a�rms that at no point the fund invested
in any bond, equity or derivative of the
Adani conglomerate.

However, Hindenburg in its response
on ‘X’, said the response only con�rmed
the investment in the o�shore fund. Mr.
Ahuja also served as a director at the
Adani Group until 2017, something the
conglomerate has also mentioned in their
response to the short-seller’s allegations.
Hindenburg emphasised the Buchs’
investments in the o�shore fund was �rst
made in 2015, when Mr. Ahuja was still a
director at the Adani Group. The short
seller also pointed to Ms. Buch’s
communications in 2017 and 2018. In
2017, Mr. Buch had sought that the
ownership be transferred entirely to him.
However, in 2018, during her tenure as a
whole-time SEBI member, Ms. Buch
sought to redeem the units in the fund —

prompting concerns about continued
engagement. 

What about the consulting �rm? 
The statement from the Buchs also stated
that two consulting companies in
discussion had become “immediately
dormant on her appointment with SEBI”.
This was also disclosed to SEBI. It further
informs that Dhaval Buch in 2019, started
his own consultancy practice with
“prominent clients in the Indian
industry” enabled by his deep expertise
in “supply chain” management. 

In their ‘X’ post however, Hindenburg
accused the SEBI chief of still holding a
99% stake in the Indian consulting entity,
and not her husband. The entity, it said,
was active and generated revenues to the
tune of $3,12,000 between �nancial years
2022-2024, when Ms. Buch was the SEBI
chief. About the Singapore unit, the short
seller said Ms. Buch only transferred the
stake in 2022, after becoming the
chairperson and held it during her entire
tenure as a whole-time member. 

Hindenburg further alluded to more
con�ict of interest concerns based on the
�rm’s clientele (if they are regulated by
SEBI) and its revenue. The short seller
expresses its inability to trace the same
(about the Singapore unit) citing the local
legislation exempting the �rm from
making disclosures. However, it deems
the information as necessary to assess the
“probity of the chairperson’s external
business”. 

What of the Blackstone appointment?
About Mr. Buch’s appointment at
Blackstone, the couple stated that the
appointment was on account of Mr.
Buch’s expertise in supply chain
management. It furthers states that at no
point was Dhaval Buch associated with
the real-estate side of Blackstone. 

In fact, it also informs about Blackstone
Group being immediately added to the
incumbent SEBI chief’s recusal list. The
markets regulator in its standalone
statement also described Hindenburg’s
accusations as “inappropriate”. The
statement other than explaining the
mandatory exhaustive consultation
process, also pointed to having
underscored the potential of REITs, SM
REITs, InvITs and Municipal Bonds
among other asset classes for
democratisation of markets,
�nancialisaton of household savings and
for capital formation through markets. 

Where do we stand now? 
The Supreme Court in an order this
January had, among other things, sought
SEBI to also probe whether the losses
su�ered by Indian investors because of
Hindenburg’s erstwhile report involved
any “infraction of the law”. SEBI issued a
show cause notice to the short seller this
June. “It is unfortunate that instead of
replying to the show cause notice, they
have chosen to attack the credibility of
SEBI and attempt character assassination
of the Chairperson,” SEBI said. In an
order dated January 3, the SC had also
asked SEBI to complete the investigation
into the pending two allegations of the
twenty-four overall ones within three
months. It informed on Sunday about
having completed one of them and the
other being “close to completion”.

In fact, the apex court in the same
order had refused to transfer the
investigation from SEBI to the Special
Investigative Team (SIT) or the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). But it noted
that it would exercise its powers in
“extraordinary circumstances” if the
competent authority displays a “glaring,
wilful and deliberate” inaction in carrying
out the investigation. 

On the allegations against the SEBI chief 
What are the accusations brought forth by New York-based Hindenburg Research against SEBI Chairman Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband Dhaval Buch?

How is Blackstone involved? What is the status of the ongoing investigation by SEBI into the Adani Group’s actions? 

REUTERS

Saptaparno Ghosh

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

New York-based Hindenburg
Research has released a new
set of documents to
substantiate its accusation that
the ongoing investigation into
insider trading and other stock
market violations by the Adani
Group by India’s financial
regulator — the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
— is compromised.

�

At the centre of the allegations
are the Buchs’ alleged “hidden
stakes” in certain o�shore
funds in Bermuda and
Mauritius, two tax havens, and
their professional
engagements during and
before Ms. Buch’s tenure at
SEBI.

�

The Supreme Court in an order
this January had, among other
things, sought SEBI to also
probe whether the losses
su�ered by Indian investors
because of Hindenburg’s
erstwhile report involved any
“infraction of the law”.
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V
ehicular tra�c is a mainstay of
modern life. And therefore, the
number of transport options
people have invented and the

number of places to deploy them in have
increased. Today, we have tra�c on the
road, in the air, across various water
bodies, and — in a dubitable sign of
progress — in space. For better or for
worse, we can’t roll this tra�c back very
much, so we have collision avoidance
systems instead.

What is a collision avoidance system?
In broad terms, a collision avoidance
system (CAS) is a collection of
technologies to help a vehicle steer clear
of another vehicle or obstacle. For
example, a CAS device �t on a train will
be designed to help that train avoid
colliding with another train. Most CAS
devices require two pieces of information,
preferably in real-time: the locations of all
the other vehicles and the location of this
vehicle relative to those vehicles. Over the
years, scientists and engineers have
developed instruments that collect this
information and transmit it and other
instruments that receive this information
and aid in the navigation of the vehicle.

Such a vehicle can be driven by a
human, in which case CAS’s purpose
would be to assist the driver, or be
autonomous.

How does CAS help land-based
vehicles?
Say two cars, called the Front Car and the
Back Car, are moving in sequence and
both are �t with CAS devices. Typically,
the Back Car will be tracking the speed of
the Front Car, the distance between the
two cars, and the speed of the Back Car. If
the separation between the two cars is
expected to drop within a certain value in
a stipulated time frame, the CAS may be
empowered to deploy an automatic
emergency brake — as required of cars in
the European Union, for example —
without the driver’s intervention. 

In order to achieve this, the CAS will
have to be connected to the Back Car’s
braking system and be able to override
the driver’s instructions. It will also be
connected to the Back Car’s speed metre
as well as equipped with a sensing
technology to track the Front Car, like
radar, lidar, and/or cameras with object
recognition.

What is ‘Kavach’?
Another important land-based mode of
transport is the railway. 

A spate of train accidents in India
recently put the spotlight on the sluggish
implementation of ‘Kavach’, the
homegrown CAS for the Indian Railways.
In their fundamentals, Kavach’s
components perform the same functions
that CAS does in cars, but the railway
system is more complicated. 

Kavach has three main components:
onboard, trackside, and communications.
For the purpose of explanation, let’s
regroup them as computers,
communications, and control.

Computers — there is a computer
onboard the train plus two other
computers for station masters. Of the
latter, one is the master computer: it

collates and processes information from
signals and interlocking points and sends
its output to the locomotive computer.
The other is the remote interface unit,
which also collates and processes
information from various points on the
railway network, and eventually transmits
its data to the master computer; it doesn’t
communicate directly with the
locomotive computer.

The locomotive computer receives
information from two other sources — (i)
from the two Radio-Frequency
Identi�cation (RFID) readers mounted on
its underside. The tracks will be �t with
RFID cards at �xed intervals. When the
locomotive passes over the cards, the
readers will scan the cards and retrieve
the train’s location and a track ID number,
and send them to the onboard computer;
(ii) additionally, onboard computers can
communicate with each other if their
respective locomotives are nearby.

Taken together, the system facilitates
communications between stations and
locomotive pilots, facilitates pilots’

decision-making (with or without having
to visually spot another train), maintains
speed, issues sounds and alarms when
passing through areas with low visibility,
and applies emergency brakes when a
collision is expected.

Communication — the remote interface
unit transmits data to the master
computer via �bre-optic cables. The
master computer communicates with the
locomotive computer via ultra-high
frequency radio. The onboard computer
uses GSM-Railway to communicate with
the overall network management system
(the software system that animates the
Kavach CAS), including to authenticate its
communications with nearby master
computers and locomotive computers.

Control — as with cars, the onboard
computer is connected to various other
parts of the locomotive, including its
braking system and an alarm to alert
pilots. While operating the locomotive,
pilots will use a bespoke interface — like a
digital screen — that relays information
from the computer and receives inputs

from the pilots. The station master will
have a similar interface, with the ability to
send SOS messages as well.

How does CAS work in ships and
aircraft?
The Tra�c Collision Avoidance System for
aircraft also has a
computer-communication-control setup
as for trains. An important component is
the transponder — a device that, when it
receives a radio-frequency ping, produces
a response. Using the transponders of
various other aircraft, the host aircraft
can build up a 3D view of the air tra�c
around itself.

Another salient component of aircraft
CAS is the alerts. If another aircraft is
within 48 seconds away on a potential
collision course, the computer sounds a
tra�c advisory that requires the pilots to
visually identify the other aircraft. If the
aircraft is less than 30 seconds away, the
computer requires the pilots to make a
resolution: report the alert as soon as
possible to air tra�c control and
manoeuvre the aircraft to a safer course,
if required contrary to air tra�c control’s
instructions; and revert to the original
course once the resolution is complete. 

Finally, aircraft may also have radar
altimeters to sense the distance to the
ground and another system to alert pilots
to ‘tall’ features like towers and ground
antennae.

Ships — akin to cars and aircraft — use a
combination of visual sighting and radar
to steer clear of each other, while these
operations are similarly assisted with the
use of additional systems. Two important
ones are AIS and LRIT. In the AIS, or
Automatic Identi�cation System, base
stations on land track data received from
transceivers onboard ships to infer their
location, speed, and bearing, and
transmit the details to each vessel.

LRIT is short for ‘Long Range
Identi�cation and Tracking’. According to
the International Maritime Organisation, a
ship on an international voyage is
required to report its location, local time,
and onboard equipment once every six
hours to the authorities in the country
under whose �ag the ship is sailing. This
data is distributed to contracting
governments and to operators of
search-and-rescue missions via the
International LRIT Data Exchange.

How have satellites changed CAS?
An important alternative to the
transponder-based system for aircraft is
the Automatic Dependent
Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) system,
which collects and processes information
shared actively by each aircraft via
satellites to understand the relative
location, bearing, and speed of a group of
aircraft. Similarly, the AIS for ships can be
facilitated by satellites as well: such S-AIS
systems are useful to track ships that are
too far from AIS stations on land.

The advent of the U.S. Global
Positioning System (GPS) had a
transformative e�ect on navigation and
collision avoidance worldwide, and which
some countries have augmented with
systems of their own to cater to speci�c
national needs. For example, India
already envisages the use of its NavIC
constellation of navigational satellites to
assist road and railway tra�c. 

Recall also the Front Car + Back Car
scenario: if the country these cars are
moving through also has a GPS-tagged
database of its various tra�c elements
(stop signs, turns, signals, intersections,
etc.), the CAS onboard the cars can also
be assisted by GPS data. The spatial
frequency of GPS for civilian applications
is restricted to 10 metres, which is not
good enough for CAS. But systems can
overcome this limitation using di�erential
GPS capabilities, which can improve the
resolution to less than a metre.

The tech that helps vehicles
from bumping into each other 

Most collision avoidance systems require two pieces of information: the locations of all the other vehicles and

the location of this vehicle relative to those vehicles 
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Vasudevan Mukunth

X

QUESTION 1 

Though the U.S. and China
ended up with 40 Gold medals
each, the former took the top
spot in the medals table for the
fourth straight time by winning
the final gold on o�er in which
event?
X

QUESTION 2 

Name the countries for whom
these athletes won its first-ever
Gold medals: Letsile Tebogo
(Men’s 200m), Thea LaFond
(Women’s triple jump), and
Adriana Ruano Oliva (Women’s
trap shooting).
X

QUESTION 3 

Across 19 days of competition,
apart from the IOC Refugee

Olympic Team, how many
National Olympic Committees
were represented?
X

QUESTION 4

Paris 2024 was the first Olympic
Games with full gender parity. Of
the 329 medal events, how many
women events and mixed-gender
events were held?
X

QUESTION 5

In which specific event did
Swapnil Kusale and Aman
Sehrawat win Bronze medals?
X

QUESTION 6

What connects Leon Marchand
(France), Mollie O'Callaghan
(Australia), and Torri Huske (U.S.)?
X

QUESTION 7

In which event did China sweep all
the eight gold medals on o�er?

Questions and Answers to the previous

day’s daily quiz: 1. Name the national research
institute Sarabhai founded in November 1947.
Ans: The Physical Research Laboratory

2. The body which oversaw space-related
activities in India before INCOSPAR. Ans:

Department of Atomic Energy

3. This man was Sarabhai’s doctoral adviser in
Cambridge. Sarabai was this ISRO chairman’s
doctoral adviser. Ans: C.V. Raman; U.R. Rao

4. In the mid-1970s, a French aerospace
company transferred its Viking engine
technology to India, where the Liquid Propulsion
Systems Centre used it to build the famous
_____ engine. Ans: Vikas

5. These individuals were instrumental in
establishing the National Institute of Design in
Ahmedabad. Ans: Gautam and Gira, Sarabai’s

siblings

Visual: The original name of this building and its
connection to Sarabhai. Ans: Halcyon Castle,

place where Sarabhai died

Early Birds: Joseph Nelson| Rahul Singh|
K.N.Viswanathan| Aditi Rewri| Jyot Prakash

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz based on the facts and �gures from the Olympic Games, Paris 2024

X

Visual question:

Name this Cuban grappler who became the first Summer Olympian in an
individual sport to win five consecutive gold medals in the same event.
REUTERS

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V. V. Ramanan

“Are we going to talk about spelling
again?”

“Yes.”
“Good.”
“Why?”
“I know the spelling of a word but

don’t know its pronunciation. Maybe you
could tell me.”

“Let me see.”
“How do you pronounce

p..u..s..i..l..l..a..n..i..m..o..u..s?”
“Where did you come across that

word?”
“Our newspapers used that word very

often last week. They called some of our
politicians..”

“Pusillanimous.”
“Pusillanimous?”
“Yes. that’s it. The �rst syllable ‘pu’

rhymes with ‘few’, ‘due’ and ‘cue’; the ‘si’
is pronounced like the ‘si’ in ‘sip’ and ‘sit’;
the third syllable ‘ila’ is pronounced like
the ‘la’ in words like ‘ladder’, ‘lamb’ and
‘land’. The ‘ni’ is pronounced like the ‘ni’
in ‘nib’ and the �nal syllable ‘ous’ rhymes
with the �nal syllable in Christmas.”

‘So, it is pusillanimous. And the stress
is on the third syllable?”

“Yes, the stress is on the third syllable
‘ila’.”

“Pusillanimous. Pusillanimous
politicians. That’s a mouthful, isn’t ft?”

“Yes, it certainly is. I suppose you
know what it means.”

“Well, er...”
“It means ‘cowardly and weak’.’
“You mean somebody like our former

Principal.”
“Yes. Very much so. The pusillanimous

principal gave in to the demands of the
students. Many of us are too
pusillanimous to �ght for our rights.”

“It is not good to be pusillanimous, but
it’s certainly a good word to have in one’s
vocabulary. Now I can use it to impress
my friends.”

“But ‘pusillanimous’ is a formal word.”
“So?”
“You can use it in writing, not in

conversation. Otherwise, people would
think you’re trying to show o�. Well, let
us discuss a spelling rule. Sometimes you
wonder whether ‘believe’ + ‘able’ is
‘believeable’ or ‘believable’. The general
rule is that when a world ending in silent
‘e’ is followed by a su�x beginning with a
vowel, the silent ‘e’ in the word is
dropped.’

So we have ‘believable’, famous, losing,
arranging. However, some words like
‘movable’, ‘livable’, ‘lovable’, ‘likable’ are
also spelt ‘move able’, ‘live able’, ‘love
able’, ‘like able’. But when the su�x
begins with a consonant the �nal ‘e’ in the
word is retained: loveless, movement,
arrangement, sincerely, hopeful, careful,
lively. This is enough for this week. More
about this rule next week.”

“For this relief, much thanks.”
Published in The Hindu on December

29, 1992.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian
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However, investors had seen through the plot as
the markets remained stable, former Union Minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad told a press conference.

Mr. Prasad said billionaire George Soros is an
investor in Hindenburg and is known to be “run-
ning propaganda against the government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi”.

“It is obvious that Hindenburg is in the same
game... the pathological hatred of the Congress
leadership against the Prime Minister has deve-
loped into a hatred against India itself,” Mr. Prasad
said, adding that the report was “�ctitious”.

Stepping up its attack on the Modi government
over the latest Hindenburg report, the Congress
threatened to launch a nationwide protest if its de-
mand for a JPC was not accepted. The principal
Opposition party urged the Supreme Court to
transfer the probe against the Adani group to the
Central Bureau of Investigation or a Special Inves-
tigation Team “given the likelihood that SEBI is
compromised”.

“The SEBI chairperson, responsible for regulat-
ing the stock market, ensuring its credibility and
taking action against scams, allegedly has invest-
ments in shell companies (associated with Adani
Group). How does the government view this
news? It’s astonishing that despite such a serious
allegation, Ms. Buch remains in the same posi-
tion,” Congress general secretary (organisation),
K. C. Venugopal said in Thiruvananthapuram.

“The Prime Minister’s silence on the matter
amounts to destruction of credibility,” he added.

On Saturday, Hindenburg Research had alleged
that Ms. Buch and her husband had undisclosed
investments in obscure o�shore funds in Bermu-
da and Mauritius, the same entities allegedly used
by Vinod Adani — the elder brother of Adani group
chairman Gautam Adani — to round-trip funds
and in�ate stock prices.

Mr. Venugopal asked “why is the government
afraid of a JPC”?

Congress communication chief Jairam Ramesh
said that on March 3, 2023, the Supreme Court
had directed SEBI to “expeditiously conclude the
investigation” into allegations of stock manipula-
tion and accounting fraud against the Adani
Group within two months. Now, 18 months later,
SEBI has revealed that a critical investigation, like-
ly regarding whether Adani violated Rule 19A re-
lating to minimum public shareholding, remains
incomplete, he added. “The fact is that SEBI’s
seeming inability to close two of its 24 investiga-
tions delayed the publication of its �ndings for ov-
er a year. This delay conveniently allowed the
Prime Minister to navigate an entire general elec-
tion without addressing his role in facilitating his
close friend’s illicit activities,” Mr. Ramesh said.

SEBI row: BJP rejects
calls for JPC probe

In�ation faced by urban consumers dropped to
just under 3% in July, from 4.4% in June, while ru-
ral consumers experienced a relatively higher
price rise of 4.1%, down from 5.7% in June. Food
price rise was also higher in rural India at 5.9%
compared with 4.6% in urban areas. In June, rural
food in�ation was lower at 9.15% while urban food
prices rose to 9.6%.

July’s in�ation pace is not only the slowest re-
corded since September 2019, but also marks the
�rst time since then that it has dropped below the
4% median target pursued by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) in its monetary policy framework.
With the RBI raising its in�ation projection for the
July to September quarter to 4.4% at its latest mo-
netary policy review last week, price rise is ex-
pected to regain momentum over this month and
next. 

Vegetables in�ation recorded the biggest drop
in sequential terms, falling to 6.8% in July from
29.3% in June. While the Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation Ministry emphasised
that July clocked a decline in all groups of the Con-
sumer Price Index , with a signi�cant dip in veget-
ables, fruits and spices sub-groups, economists
�agged that some pain points remain.

In�ation in ‘personal care and e�ects’ acceler-
ated to 8.44% from 8.2% in June. Pulses in�ation
also remained more than 10% for the 14th straight
month, at 14.77%, while meat, �sh and eggs, re-
corded high upticks of 6% and 6.8%, respectively.

“Cereals’ in�ation has remained more than 8%,
which is a concern for both government and RBI.
The favourable base e�ect on vegetable in�ation
will remain only till August,” said Paras Jasrai, se-
nior economic analyst at India Ratings and
Research.

Among the 22 States for which in�ation rates
are released, seven recorded higher in�ation than
the national average, including Bihar (5.9%), As-
sam (5.1%), and Odisha (4.8%). Seven of the other
15 States saw in�ation of 3% or lower, with Jhark-
hand seeing the lowest in�ation of 1.7%, followed
by Delhi at 2.1%, Chhatisgarh at 2.2% .

Retail in�ation slips 
to 59-month low

S
even devotees, three
of them women,
were killed and 16 in-

jured in a stampede at the
Baba Siddheshwarnath
temple located atop a hil-
lock in Jehanabad district
of central Bihar on
Monday.

Of the 16 injured, 10
were discharged from a go-
vernment hospital after re-
ceiving primary medical
attention, while three per-
sons continue to receive
treatment there. Three
others have been sent to
the Anugrah Narayan Med-
ical College and Hospital in
Gaya. 

The death toll could
mount further, local resi-
dents said. They blamed
the administration for not
taking precautionary mea-
sures to tackle the huge
crowd that had gathered at
the temple. 

Some volunteers, along
with police personnel de-
puted at the temple, alleg-
edly used batons to control
the crowd, which led to the
stampede, witnesses told
presspersons. 

“The cause of the stam-

pede was a clash between
a �ower seller and some
devotee. The �ower seller
is absconding after the in-
cident. There was no baton
charge by those deployed
for the management of the
crowd at the temple,” Jeha-
nabad District Magistrate
Alankrita Pandey said.

There was a huge rush
of devotees as it was the
fourth Monday of the holy
month of Shravan. “After
midnight on August 11, the
devotees rushed towards
the temple located on the
hillock to o�er puja to Lord
Shiva and the stampede
followed,” Hareram Shar-

ma, 36, a resident of Jeha-
nabad town, said, adding
that he too had gone to o�-
er prayers but escaped un-
hurt due to “Baba’s (Lord
Shiva’s) blessings”. 

“There was total mis-
management at the temple
and no system for crowd
management except for
the deployment of a few
policemen and volun-
teers,” Mr. Sharma said.

Expressing grief over
the incident, Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar an-
nounced ex gratia assis-
tance of ₹4 lakh to the kin
of each deceased person,
and directed o�cials to en-

sure proper treatment for
the injured.

Known as “Magadh’s
Baidyanath Dham” in a re-
ference to the famous Shi-
va temple at Deoghar in
Jharkhand, which is cele-
brated as one of the 12
sacred Jyotirlingas, the Ba-
ba Siddheshwarnath tem-
ple was built in the seventh
century under the Gupta
reign. 

Legends attribute the
construction of the temple
to king Bana, father-in-law
of king Jarasandha of an-
cient Rajgriha (Rajgir),
which is located about 30
km from Jehanabad. 

Seven killed in stampede at
temple in Bihar’s Jehanabad 
Residents blame administration for not taking precautionary measures to tackle the huge crowd

at temple; o�cial says cause of stampede was a clash between a �ower seller and some devotees

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Tragic incident: Family members of the victims mourn after a stampede at the Baba Siddheshwarnath

temple in Jehanabad district of Bihar on Monday. PTI

Anti-terror operations
against three groups of
highly trained terrorists in
Udhampur, Kishtwar, and
Anantnag districts of Jam-
mu and Kashmir failed to
make headway for the
third day on Monday.

The search-and-cordon
operation, which started
on August 10 in the Ahlan
Gagarmandu area of
Anantnag district, conti-
nued for the third day. Ad-
ditional deployments were
made to replenish the
team involved in the comb-
ing operation against three
or four terrorists hiding in
a forest area which falls
between the Chenab Valley
and the Kashmir Valley.

Dense forest
O�cials said the hiding ter-
rorists were using the to-
pography to their advan-
tage. The forest belt has
dense green cover, steep
slopes, and natural caves.
The operation is going on
at an altitude of 10,000
feet, with limited mobilisa-
tion of security personnel
owing to lack of roads. O�-
cial sources said the past
three days witnessed a
couple of contacts with the
terrorists. 

Two soldiers and one ci-
vilian were killed in the in-
itial exchange of �re bet-
ween the terrorists and
security forces.

The Kishtwar operation
in the Chenab Valley,
which saw a gun�ght on
August 11, has failed to
track down the terrorists.
An alert has been sounded
in Kishtwar, and security
forces are preparing to in-
crease patrols in the upper
reaches to cut o� mobility
of the terrorist groups.  

No terrorist could be
traced in Basantgarh of Ud-
hampur on Monday. The
area witnessed two stand-
o�s between security forc-
es and terrorists on August
6 and August 11. On both
occasions, the terrorists
managed to �ee after a
brief exchange of �re. 

Anti-terror operations
continue in Kishtwar,
Anantnag, Udhampur

The hiding terrorists were using

the topography to their

advantage, said the o�icials.

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Twenty Sikhs from Afghan-
istan, part of the �rst group
of Afghan Sikhs who had
applied for citizenship on-
line nearly 100 days ago,
have been accorded citi-
zenship under the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act
(CAA), 2019 in the past one
week in New Delhi.

Some of the applicants
came way back in 1997 but
continued to live here on a
long-term visa. Additional-
ly, there are around 400
Afghan Sikhs whose appli-
cations under the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955 have been
pending since 2010, with
many applicants having
entered India in 1992 after
the Leftist government in
Afghanistan fell.

In 2009, the Congress-
led United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government
had signi�cantly eased
long-term visa norms for
Hindus and Sikhs from Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
enabling them to apply for
citizenship under the 1955
Act as many lost their pass-
ports or the document ex-
pired in transit. 

LTVs are a precursor to
citizenship. 

Many Sikhs have now
petitioned the Union
Home Ministry to migrate
their applications from the
1955 Act to the CAA, as, un-
der the latter, the chances
of getting citizenship are
better.

Fateh Singh, general se-
cretary of the Khalsa Di-
wan Welfare Society in
New Delhi, said he had
come to India in 1992 but
continues to live here on
an LTV, which is renewed
every two years. Mr. Singh
set up a camp at a gurdwa-
ra at Mahabir Nagar in west
Delhi to help Sikh migrants
�le applications under the

CAA. “We opened the
camp in April after the
CAA Rules were noti�ed on
March 11. Over 400 Afghan
Sikhs applied through this
camp and within 100 days
around 20 of them have
got their citizenship certi�-
cates. Now they can apply
for an Indian passport,”
Mr. Singh said.

Mr. Singh said he conti-
nued to live as a refugee as
his application under the
1955 Act is pending with
the Home Ministry, which
is clearing the applications
under the CAA.

“Under the parent Act,
multiple authorities, in-
cluding the State govern-
ment o�cials, were in-

volved. However, under
the CAA, the role of the
State government has been
obliterated, so the applica-
tions are processed quick-
ly,” he said.

Tarlok Singh, 48, who
came to India in 2007, said
while three members of his
family are Indian citizens
now under the CAA, his
two minor sons, 11 and 13,
will have to await a little
longer.

Narrating the circum-
stances under which he
migrated to India, he said,
“I used to run a perfume
shop in Afghanistan. One
day someone had a �ght
with me over ₹100. I was
dragged to the police sta-
tion three times. While sev-
eral Afghan Muslims stood
by me, saying it was not my
fault. However, I decided
to come to India for the sa-
fety of my family.”

Mr. Tarlok said he had
previously never applied
for Indian citizenship and
used to assist a relative at a
hosiery shop in central
New Delhi’s Karol Bagh
market for a living. “We are
very happy. I got the citi-
zenship certi�cate on Au-
gust 9,” he said.

20 Sikhs from Afghanistan granted
citizenship certi�cate under CAA 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Major relief: Many Sikhs have now petitioned the Centre to migrate

their applications from the 1955 Act to the CAA. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh on Monday
called for a State-wide sur-
vey to reorganise district
boundaries. 

Criticising the way some
of the districts in the State
were created, he accused
past governments of draw-
ing boundaries that served
their “political interests”
and not administrative
convenience.

‘Political aspirations’ 
This comes even as the eth-
nic con�ict between the
valley-based Meitei people
and the hills-based Sche-
duled Tribe Kuki-Zo-Hmar
people has continued for
over a year now, killing ov-
er 220 people, injuring
thousands, and internally

displacing tens of
thousands.

The Chief Minister was
speaking in the Assembly
on Monday, addressing
concerns raised by Naga
People’s Front legislator
Leishiyo Keishing, who
pointed out that the forma-
tion of the Kangpokpi dis-
trict in 2016 had a�ected

the political aspirations
and other opportunities of
many Tangkhul and Rong-
mei Nagas.

Later in the day, Sagol-
band MLA Rajkumar Imo
Singh said the government
was “contemplating fresh
demarcation” of districts
for “actual and better ad-
ministrative reasons”.

In his address to the As-
sembly, the Chief Minister
acknowledged complaints
of some villages being in-
correctly assigned to new
districts and said the State-
wide survey should involve
village authorities, com-
munity leaders, and legis-
lators. Mr. Singh added
that there were also calls
for the rollback of some
newly created districts.

Speaking on the con-
cerns raised by Mr. Keish-
ing, Mr. Singh said that sev-
eral Naga residents of
Churachandpur and Kang-
pokpi districts had met
him recently, claiming that
they were not receiving es-
sential services, commodi-
ties, and opportunities in
their districts and that they
were being “illegally
taxed”.

The Chief Minister

claimed that all of these is-
sues had come up because
the new districts never
took care of the needs of
local communities.

Mr. Singh also criticised
certain communities, say-
ing it was “most unfortu-
nate and detrimental to
peace and harmony” that
these communities viewed
district boundaries
through an ethnic lens.

In 2016, the erstwhile
Congress government led
by Ibobi Singh had created
seven new districts. While
the districts of Kangpokpi
and Tengnoupal were
carved out of Senapati and
Chandel districts, respec-
tively, Pherzawl and Jiri-
bam were carved out of
Churachandpur and Im-
phal East districts,
respectively.
(With PTI inputs)

Manipur CM calls for survey to reorganise districts 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh said Naga residents of Churachandpur

claimed they were not receiving essential services. @NBIRENSINGH/X

Considering the recent pol-
itical events in Bangladesh
and the emerging situation
there, the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) has positioned
operational units for ro-
bust surveillance in the re-
gion and to thwart any at-
tempts of illegal migration
through sea routes, it said
on Monday.

“Surface surveillance
has been enhanced along
the Indo-Bangladesh Inter-
national Maritime Boun-
dary Line (IMBL) by O�-
shore Patrol Vessels and
Fast Patrol Vessels (FPVs).
Layered surface surveil-
lance has been instituted
by additional FPVs. All un-
its at sea have been advised
to monitor/board all �sh-
ing boats and undertake
positive identi�cation of
Indian �shermen,” the ICG
said in a statement.

Sea-air coordinated ae-
rial surveillance has been
augmented along the IMBL
by Coast Guard aircraft
from Kolkata and Bhuba-
neswar especially during
dawn and dusk hours to
track scooting contacts, if
any, it stated. Additional
assets are also kept on
standby at Paradip and
Haldia for immediate de-
ployment, if any subver-
sive activity is reported.
“Electronic surveillance
has been promptly main-
tained for all close coast
transferring contacts and
interrogated,” the state-
ment said.

The ICG said necessary
coordination has been
maintained with agencies
and stakeholders to pre-
vent any ingress through
possible in�ltration and
landing points. “So far, no
instances of in�ltration or
any such activity have
been reported on the mar-
itime front,” it said adding
that enhanced surveillance
measures will be main-
tained in the area until the
situation improves and
stabilises.

The Border Security
Force has thwarted several
attempts by Bangladeshi ci-
tizens attempting to cross
the border.

Indian Coast
Guard beefs
up maritime
surveillance 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Monday
granted the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) 15
days to obtain the requisite
sanctions to prosecute Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA Durgesh
Pathak in a corruption case
pertaining to the now-
scrapped Delhi excise poli-
cy 2021-22 scam.

Special Judge Kaveri Ba-
weja of the Rouse Avenue
Court allowed the Central
agency time till August 27
to secure necessary sanc-
tions in the case. The
court’s order came after
the agency submitted that
it is yet to receive the sanc-
tion from the authorities
concerned.

The CBI had earlier se-
cured sanctions to investi-
gate them in the case. In
the �nal chargesheet �led
in the matter, the agency
had termed Mr. Kejriwal as
the “mastermind” of the al-
leged excise policy scam. 

The court last week had
extended the judicial cus-
tody of Mr. Kejriwal.

Court gives
CBI time till
August 27 in
Kejriwal case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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A
s protests conti-
nued to rage over
the rape and mur-

der of a doctor at the R.G.
Kar Medical College and
Hospital here, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Monday set a se-
ven-day deadline for the
the police to make pro-
gress in the case, failing
which she would hand it
over to the Central Bureau
of Investigation.

“I want the police to ar-
rest the culprits as soon as
possible. If by Sunday, they
are unable to crack the
case, then I will hand over
the investigation to the
CBI... because insiders
may be involved,” Ms. Ba-
nerjee said.

The Chief Minister made
the announcement after
meeting the family mem-
bers of the victim who was
found dead in a seminar
room of the State-run hos-
pital on Friday.

Ms. Banerjee said that
even the family members
alleged the possibility of an

outsider being involved. “I
am surprised as to how the
incident occurred — nurses
were there, the security
personnel were there,” she
added.

The Chief Minister said
that all the people who
were in positions of res-
ponsibility — like the prin-
cipal and medical superin-
tendent of the hospital and
the police o�cer in charge

of security — have been re-
moved from their respec-
tive positions.

Earlier in the day, the
Principal of the medical
college and hospital, San-
dip Ghosh, resigned from
the post. 

The Kolkata Police on
Saturday arrested a civic
police volunteer in connec-
tion with the crime. The
accused was allegedly seen

in CCTV footage near the
crime scene. Signs of sex-
ual assault have emerged
from the post-mortem
exam.

The junior doctors prot-
esting against the crime re-
jected the Chief Minister’s
o�er and said that they
would keep up the demon-
strations. The Federation
of Resident Doctors’ Asso-
ciation of India (FORDA)

has endorsed the strike. A
two-member team of the
National Commission for
Women (NCW) arrived in
Kolkata and visited the
State police headquarters
to probe the incident.

Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra described
the incident as heartbreak-
ing. “Safety of women at
the workplace is a big issue
in the country and con-
crete e�orts are needed for
this. I appeal to the State
government to take imme-
diate and strict action in
this case and ensure justice
to the victim’s family and
fellow doctors,” she said.

BJP leader Amit Malviya
alleged that the underlying
implication of this dea-
dline was that she required
more time to obfuscate the
situation, protect the in-
�uential individuals and
their kin involved in the
rape and murder, intimi-
date the victim’s family.
“She will subsequently
transfer a compromised
case to the CBI, blame
them and mask her own
administrative failings,” he
added.

Mamata gives police seven days
to crack doctor’s murder case

Seeking justice: Doctors and medical sta� display placards as they protest in New Delhi on Monday

against the murder of a young doctor in Kolkata. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Will transfer case to CBI if there is no progress within the deadline, says Chief Minister after visiting kin of victim; students

reject her o�er and continue protests even as parties target State govt. and urge it to take strict action and ensure justice

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Union government on
Monday issued an advisory
to private television chan-
nels and instructed them
to ensure that the visuals of
disasters, natural calamity,
or major accidents promi-
nently display the date and
time stamp on the top of
the footage.

The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry said
it had noticed that televi-
sion channels gave contin-
uous coverage to such dis-
asters/calamities/accidents
running over several days,
but repeatedly showed
footage from the day of the
incident or some previous
footage, “not necessarily
re�ecting the real-time
ground situation which
leads to unnecessary con-
fusion and potential panic
among viewers”. 

‘To inform viewers’
The Union I&B Ministry
said: “Therefore, to avoid
any misunderstanding
among viewers, all private
television channels are he-
reby advised to ensure that
visuals of disasters/natural
calamity/major accidents
should prominently dis-
play date and time stamp
on the top of the footage.
This will ensure viewers
are suitably informed
about the exact date of the
footage being telecast and
the fact that it does not ne-
cessarily re�ect the real-
time position at the loca-
tion of the incident.”

The television channels
have also been advised to
ensure adherence to the
programme code while te-
lecasting such incidents.

Display date,
time stamp
on visuals of
disasters: govt.
to TV channels 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid widespread opposi-
tion to the view of a few
judges on the Constitution
Bench on Scheduled Caste
sub-categorisation that the
“creamy layer” among
these castes should be ex-
cluded from reservation,
the Centre remains silent
on the power granted to
the States by the Supreme
Court to sub-classify the
community for quota.

Union Social Justice Mi-
nister Virendra Kumar on
Monday dodged repeated
questions about the
Centre’s position on the
matter. Instead, Dr. Kumar
insisted the government
had taken a strong position
against introducing the
“creamy layer”.

When pressed further,
the Minister said: “This
part about the creamy
layer is what has been
decided.”

The Centre’s silence on
sub-classi�cation after the
judgment stands in con-
trast to the strong position
it had taken while arguing
the case before the Su-
preme Court in February.
At the time, it argued that
the Centre and the States
should be allowed to sub-
classify the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes to “further the

ideals of social justice”.
About two weeks after

the judgment was deli-
vered on August 1, the
Centre has now arrived at
an understanding that the
verdict “clearly” applies to
the State governments, ac-
cording to sources aware
of the deliberations. The
order allows the States to
sub-classify and has laid
down the conditions under
which they may exercise
this power, one of them
said.

While the Bench ruled
in a 6:1 majority that the
State governments are per-
mitted to sub-classify the
Scheduled Caste list, its
judgment �rst laid down
that this is a permissible ex-
ercise, di�erent from in-
cluding or excluding com-
munities on the list.

Meanwhile, a high-level
government panel formed
ahead of the Lok Sabha
election to engage with
communities demanding

sub-categorisation has not
met since the new govern-
ment was formed on June
9, The Hindu has learnt.

The last meeting of the
committee was held before
the Lok Sabha election
were announced, during
which representatives of
the Madiga community in
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana met o�cials and
pleaded their case.

This committee headed
by the Cabinet Secretary
was constituted in January,
weeks after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had pro-
mised at an election rally
in Telangana to examine is-
sues faced by the Madiga
community in getting
bene�ts.

But even as the “creamy
layer” observations of
judges dominates the polit-
ical rhetoric on the judg-
ment, the central leader-
ships of neither the ruling
party nor the principal Op-
position party have come
out with a detailed position
on the core issue of
sub-categorisation.

While anger against the
suggestion of a “creamy
layer” was nearly unani-
mous among Dalit voices
across the political spec-
trum in the country, the is-
sue of sub-quotas conti-
nues to create a sharp
divide within these
communities.

Centre takes a guarded
position on Supreme
Court’s sub-quota verdict
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Virendra Kumar

The Working News Came-
ramen’s Association has
written to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla urging
him to restore the permis-
sion for coverage of deve-
lopments inside the Parlia-
ment complex.

It said a large number of
photojournalists had been
rendered jobless by the
restrictions. It said most of
these had been imposed
during the pandemic.

“Now that conditions
have normalised, we hope
that the coverage passes
for photojournalists is res-
tored completely,” it said. 

Restore nod
for coverage
inside House:
press body

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The question of who will
be the next BJP president
and the timing of the elec-
tion to that post is still
hanging �re, with the BJP
and the RSS getting into a
huddle before the formal
samanvay (coordination)
meeting of Sangh Parivar
a�liates to be held in Pa-
lakkad at the end of this
month.

On Sunday evening, a
marathon meeting, lasting
up to �ve hours, was held
at Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh’s residence.
RSS second-in-command
Dattatreya Hosabele and
joint general secretary
Arun Kumar were present,
along with Mr. Singh,
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Health Minister and
BJP chief J.P. Nadda. 

According to top sourc-
es, the meeting took up the

question of the next BJP
chief as well as the situa-
tion on the safety of minor-
ity Hindus in Bangladesh. 

“There are two schools
of thought with regard to
the next BJP president –
one, that a working presi-
dent, who will ultimately
be the only candidate, be
named early; another
school is batting for the
Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand polls to be over
for any new working presi-
dent to be announced,”
said the source. There was
no clarity on who pre-
vailed during this meeting.

The RSS has been clear
that the next BJP president
is to be elected in active

consultation with it, unlike
in the past, while the BJP is
playing for time. “The re-
sults of the Lok Sabha polls
have convinced the RSS
that someone who will be
strong enough to handle
the organisation needs to
be in place, while the BJP
high command wants the
seamless coordination bet-
ween it and the president’s
o�ce as before,” the
source said. 

With regard to the safety
of Bangladeshi Hindus, the
government has put in
place a committee to mon-
itor the situation on the In-
dia-Bangladesh border,
with several States in the
northeast quite �rm that
they do not want a deluge
of refugees in their States.

For the RSS, the fre-
quent meetings for “coor-
dination” are its strongest
signal yet that unlike in the
past it wants an active role
in the way the BJP is run. 

BJP, RSS go into huddle over
question of next BJP chief,
fate of Bangladeshi Hindus 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

RSS has been clear
that next BJP chief
should be elected in
active consultation
with the Sangh

The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry on
Monday extended the time
for receiving feedback on
the draft Broadcasting Ser-
vices (Regulation) Bill till
October 15, stating that a
fresh draft would be pu-
blished after detailed con-
sultations with the
stakeholders.

The draft Bill was placed
in the public domain on
November 10, 2023, along
with the explanatory notes
seeking comments from
the stakeholders and the
general public. “In res-
ponse, multiple recom-
mendations/ comments/
suggestions were received,
including from various As-
sociations,” said the Minis-
try in a post on social me-
dia platform X.

The Ministry said it was

holding a series of consul-
tations with the stakehol-
ders on the draft Bill. 

Amid reports on the
withdrawal of the draft Bill,
Apar Gupta, lawyer and co-
founder of the Internet
Freedom Foundation
(IFF), on Monday said via
an X post: “I would like to
thank everyone who re-
ported, worked and edu-
cated others on its danger-
ous provisions. This is a
broad coalition of diverse
individuals, groups and or-
ganisations who have
stood up and asked the go-
vernment for transparency
and contested political
censorship.” 

He said: “Hope that the
MIB practises the Pre-Le-
gislative Consultation Pro-
cess (PLCP) in letter and
spirit for future legal pro-
posals. I hope to continue
providing a political eco-
nomy framing and a de-
tailed legal analysis that ad-
vances policy and public
deliberation.”

Earlier, the IFF had crit-
icised the “secret” changes
to the draft Bill, which ex-
panded regulatory require-
ments on online news and
entertainment media. The
IFF had reiterated the con-
cerns raised by civil society
that the Bill would lead to
further censorship impli-
cations for online plat-
forms. 

The government has
been working on the draft
Bill which is aimed at re-
placing the Cable Televi-
sion Networks (Regulation)
Act, 1995. 

I&B Ministry to release
fresh draft Broadcasting
Bill after detailed dialogue
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

It has extended the
time for receiving
feedback on the draft
placed in public
domain till Oct. 15
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D
ays after the con-
voys of estranged
cousins Uddhav

Thackeray and Raj Thacke-
ray came under attack,
leaders of their respective
parties — Shiv Sena (UBT)
and Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena (MNS) — have
sought to defuse escalating
tensions ahead of the Mah-
arashtra Assembly elec-
tion. While the Sena (UBT)
has distanced itself from
the incident, the MNS has
appealed to its cadre to ex-
ercise restraint.

A group of MNS workers
had allegedly targeted Mr.
Uddhav’s convoy in Thane
with cow dung, coconuts,
and tomatoes on Saturday
evening, a day after betel
nuts (supari) were hurled
at the motorcade of Mr. Raj
in Beed following allega-
tions that he took a ‘supari
(contract)’ to go solo in the
upcoming election. While
eight people were booked
in connection with the at-
tack on Mr. Raj’s vehicle,

about 40 MNS workers
were detained for targeting
Mr. Uddhav’s convoy.

“One should ensure that
such tension-building inci-
dents are prevented. Polit-
ics means clash of views,
not creating hurdles in oth-
ers’ journeys,” Mr. Raj said,
appealing to MNS workers
to restrain themselves
from such retaliatory at-
tacks. He also urged them
to channelise their energy
towards resolving the pro-
blems faced by people.

The MNS chief said his
cadre gave a “be�tting rep-
ly” as the Sena (UBT) lead-
ers had failed to discourage
their workers from indulg-
ing in such acts.

‘Bid to mislead’
Meanwhile, Sena (UBT)
leader Sanjay Raut dis-
tanced the party from the
actions of those detained
in Beed and took a dig at
the MNS and the BJP. “Ah-
mad Shah Abdali of Delhi
has given you the ‘supari’

to do this [attack on Udd-
hav’s car] to spread anar-
chy. You are being used
and made to do this. They
are trying to mislead peo-
ple with the Assembly poll
nearing,” Mr. Raut said.

After Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah described
Mr. Uddhav as the chief of
the ‘Aurangzeb fan club’,
the Sena (UBT) chief on Au-
gust 3 called him the “pol-
itical heir” of 18th-century
Afghan ruler Ahmad Shah
Abdali and that he indulges
in ‘power jihad’ by splitting
political out�ts to form his
party’s own government.

Mr. Raut also took a
swipe at Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde, who termed
the attack on Mr. Uddhav a
“reaction to an action”,
without naming him. “We
have already clari�ed that
the party has nothing to do
with the (Beed) attack.
Still, if anyone wants to
term the attack in Thane as
a ‘reaction to an action’,
then they are confused. We
will show them after two
months what the real reac-
tion is,” he said.

MNS, Sena (UBT) leaders
seek to defuse tensions
after convoy attacks

Uddhav and Raj Thackeray have had strained ties after the latter quit

the undivided Shiv Sena and formed the MNS in 2006. FILE PHOTO

Raj appeals to his cadre to exercise restraint after cow dung, coconuts, tomatoes were hurled at

Uddhav’s car in Thane; Raut distances his party from attack on MNS chief ’s motorcade in Beed

Ateeq Shaikh
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The composition of a song needs the blend of both sruthi
and laya. As an adage says, Sruthi matha, layam pitha — a
song will be good with both sruthi and laya, like a child
growing up well-groomed by its parents. Equally, prosody
and alliteration are essential for a poem. Creating rhythms
(Sandham) without changing the meanings is tough, and
Sri Arunagirinathar deftly handled them in his works. Si-
milarly, none can equal Saint Thiruvalluvar in describing
righteousness, and Kambar in writing Kavya. 

Lanka Sri Jeyaraj said as long as desires grip people,
their knowledge is dominated by ignorance like a vessel
covered by rust. The mind will constantly be wavering.
Even if one faculty is let loose and uncontrolled, it will
drag the other four its way. It is important for a person to
realise his mistakes and re�ne himself. Sri Arunagirinath-
ar repented all his past misdeeds with a contrite heart and
became an ascetic with the blessings of Lord Muruga. In
his divine composition, Kandhar Anubhoothi, the saint
says that his relationship with people changed, and his ig-
norance got destroyed as soon as he received the blessings
from Lord Muruga (Kuriyai Kuriyadhu Kuritharum Neri). 

Reciting Kandhar Anubhoothi will help a person trans-
form, derive the blessings of Lord Muruga, and reach the
realm of His abode.

The way out of ignorance

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Delhi High Court on Monday granted interim
protection from arrest to former IAS probationer
Puja Khedkar, who has been accused of
fraudulently clearing UPSC examination, till
August 21. The court issued notice to the Delhi
Police and the UPSC on the anticipatory bail plea
�led by Ms. Khedkar. “In the facts of the present
case, the court is of the opinion that the
petitioner be not arrested till the next date of
hearing,” the court said, listing the case for
further hearing on August 21. The judge also said
there was hardly any discussion by the trial court
as to why bail sought cannot be granted.

HC grants interim protection
from arrest to Puja Khedkar 

Minority A�airs Minister Kiren Rijiju on Monday
said that a campaign was being run across the
globe to project that minorities were not safe in
India. He accused Opposition parties of defaming
the country using foreign media. Speaking at an
event organised by the BJP minority morcha in
Delhi, Mr. Rijiu said, “There are six
constitutionally recognised minorities but it is
just a name that we call them minority... no one
in this country is suppressed or oppressed, there
is no discrimination against minorities here.” He
also said that whenever there was tension or
disturbance in the neighbouring countries, the
people of those places took refuge in India. 

‘Some parties campaign that
India is unsafe for minorities’ 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Crescent)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Case of fire enveloping meat served in this way? (6)

5 It can sense and stop, taking care of outside temperature (8)

9 Points in time not entirely clear (4)

10 Benevolent nature spreading its love and energy (10)

11 Closure of service on cutting streetcar cable (8)

12 Perceptions of male ego over generations (6)

13 Out of line, stellar body's tail o� course (6)

15 Thousand pounds for undergarments? (8)

16 How partners may walk in Charminar market (3,2,3)

19 Greet old sailor on base checking uniform (6)

21 Rotating section spoils special seats (6)

22 Relaxed face reflecting support (4,4)

24 It's bound to ring in search for a good deal (4,6)

25 Company in India with new image (4)

26 British man has cooked food for horses (4,4)

27 Good show, very sentimental one (6)

Down

2 Fall behind vehicle, ultimately gripping car's rear bumper (5)

3 Marks cut after I fail to pick up properly (7)

4 Ahead of time, holding back, say with anticipation (7)

5 Mule team and exhausted hack go o�? Go on! (4,4,2,5)

6 Fur worn by royalty, mostly spreading it around extremities (7)

7 Old Russian cavalryman thus caught returning fire (7)

8 Root faults probed by article in book one after another (2,3,4)

14 Rest rubbish bins to heave litter (9)

17 No rain, pressure shifts geological layer (4,3)

18 Song about desire expressing lover's initial state (7)

19 Row back sharing brief warning (7)

20 Urges in pursuits for pleasure when husband's left (7)

23 Spice divided in two (5)

14252

SCAN TO PLAY

Lack of transparency in the
utilisation of funds, weak
infrastructure, shortage of
teachers, low salary of
teachers, and concerns
about safety are among the
challenges identi�ed in an
evaluation of 254 Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas
(KGBV) by the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT). 

The NCERT has submit-
ted the report to the Edu-
cation Ministry. 

Of the 5,639 approved
KGBVs, 4,260 are fully
functional, 799 partially
functional, and 580 com-
pletely non-functional as
on June 30, 2023, the re-
port says. 

A greater percentage of
the non-functional KGBVs
are in Bihar (132), Andhra
Pradesh (88), Jammu &
Kashmir (84), Uttar Pra-
desh (78), and Odisha (76). 

“Non-completion of

construction work, land is-
sues with other depart-
ments, delays in process of
selection of sites, approval
of funds, delays in seeking
approval of posts of teach-
ers and other sta� are
some reasons for non-
functionality,” the report
says. 

In all, 6,88,013 girls are
enrolled from Classes 6 to
12 in 5,035 KGBVs. The stu-
dy of an indicative sample
of 254 KGBVs showed there
is a shortage of regular and
full-time teaching and ad-
ministrative sta�. 

“Retention of sta� is a
major challenge due to low
wages, insecurity of job, re-
mote and isolated loca-
tions of KGBVs,” the report
says. 

Of the 5,035 KGBVs,
2,735 are functional
schools with hostels, and
2,300 are standalone hos-
tels. Currently, there are
KGBV hostels where
schooling facility is not
available. 

Students and parents
have said schooling should
be provided within hostels
for Classes 6 to 12. Howev-

er, the report disagrees. “It
is recommended that slow-
ly and gradually there
should be only KGBVs with
stand-alone hostels and
students must go to nearby
State school for studies in
inclusive environment,”
the report recommends.

Around 44% of the
teachers said they had less
than �ve years of expe-
rience in KGBVs, indicating
low retention of teachers.
Approximately one-fourth
of the teachers have six to
10 years of experience in
KGBVs, and another fourth
have 10 to 15 years of expe-
rience. Only 3% of teachers
have more than 15 years of
experience in KGBVs, sug-
gesting that the more expe-
rienced teachers quit
KGBVs to �nd jobs
elsewhere. 

Two-thirds of the girls
(65.6%) did not respond to
the question on safety and
security, one-third res-
ponded that they are not
safe, and less than 1% said
they are safe. 

NCERT �nds shortfalls in functioning
of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas 
Maitri Porecha

NEW DELHI

Contract and outsourced employees protest in Vijayawada for

minimum time scale and job security on Friday. GIRI KVS

The Supreme Court on
Monday urged Punjab and
Haryana to work together
towards a phased opening
of the long-blockaded
Shambhu border.

A Bench led by Justice
Surya Kant orally approved
the two States’ suggestions
of names to �ll a ‘neutral’
panel to open negotiations
with the agitating farmers
camped on the inter-State
boundary since February
13. 

The court agreed to pass
a formal judicial order de-
tailing the terms of refe-
rence of the panel.

The court said it was es-
sential to at least partially
open the main highway
lanes to facilitate the move-
ment of medical emergen-
cy vehicles, students tra-
velling to and fro their
schools, and local commu-
ters. 

Take steps 
to reopen
Shambhu
border: SC 
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Most of the security camps
set up in Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand post 2019 have
come up on private or
community properties of
tribals without their con-
sent and in severe violation
of existing laws, according
to a citizens’ report re-
leased here on Monday.

The report, “Security
and Insecurity, Bastar Divi-
sion, Chattisgarh, 2023-
24”, published after a fact-
�nding team visited the
areas, says the prolifera-
tion of paramilitary camps,
set up in violation of sever-
al laws in Bastar and other
Adivasi (tribal) areas, is an
“imposition” on local Adi-
vasis. 

The government has
said that setting up of para-
military camps is neces-
sary for laying roads, con-
structing schools, health

centres and voting booths,
all of which are needed for
State services.

The people told the fact-
�nding team that they are
not opposed to roads but
would like a say in how and
where these roads are be-
ing built. “The layout and
width of the roads makes it
quite clear in many cases
that they are meant to facil-
itate mining operations.
On the one hand these
camps and roads are being
built without people’s con-
sent and on the other, as of
2022, 51 mining leases have
been granted in the Bastar
region, of which only 14 are
with the public sector,” the

report says. It says the sit-
uation is similar in Jhark-
hand’s West Singbhum dis-
trict where at least 30
camps have been set up in
the past four years in Sa-
randa and Kolhan forests. 

“The peaceful demo-
cratic protests against the
camps have been ignored
or worse suppressed using
brutal methods from lathi
charge to burning the sites
to �ring on protesters. It is
very apparent that the real
purpose of the camps is to
protect and promote cor-
porate interests particular-
ly mining interests at the
cost of Adivasi lives and
constitutional rights,”
members of the fact-�nd-
ing team said at a press
conference. The activists
called for implementation
of the Panchayat (Exten-
sion to Scheduled Areas)
Act of 2006 and the Forest
Rights Act 2006 in letter
and spirit. 

It is apparent that
the real purpose 
of the camps is to
protect and promote
corporate interests,
the activists said

‘Most security camps in
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand 
set up on tribal properties’
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea challenging a de-
cision of the Centre to con-
duct the University Grants
Commission (UGC) Nation-
al Eligibility Test (UGC-
NET) afresh from August 21.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud
said it did not want to intro-
duce chaos and uncertainty
for nine lakh candidates by
entertaining the petition
�led by 47 persons. The pe-
titioners had challenged
the decision of the Ministry
of Education to cancel the
previous examination held
on June 18.

The Ministry had an-
nounced its decision the
day after the June 18 exam
based on prima facie indi-
cators found by the Home
Ministry’s National Cyber
Crime Threat Analytics Unit
that the integrity of the ex-
am was compromised. The
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) is investigating in-
to the matter.

Noting that two months
have passed since the Mi-
nistry’s decision to conduct
a re-examination, the court
said any change now would
only cause further confu-

sion. The reliefs sought by
the petitioners included a
direction to the UGC to pro-
duce evidence of paper
leak. The petitioners also
sought the CBI to share the
results of its investigation
till date. They said the origi-
nal results ought to be re-
leased in case the CBI
found no evidence of any
leak. The petitioners said
the prospect of a complete
re-test was unjust, and if a
leak was after all found, re-
exam should be held only
for that portion.

The petitioners had
asked the court to consti-
tute an expert committee
comprising retired or sit-
ting judges, distinguished
cyberlaw experts, adminis-
trative heads, and educa-
tional experts. 

Top court declines
petition against 
fresh UGC-NET 

Aspirants wait at an exam

centre in Patna to appear for

the UGC-NET exam. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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MARKETS
�

MARKET WATCH

MONDAY % CHANGE

Sensexdddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 79,649 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.07

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddddd83.97 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.02

Gold dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 72,350 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.13

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd81.20 dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd–

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3151.75. . . . . . . . -35.80

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1501.40. . . . . . . . -32.40

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6502.40. . . . . . . . -85.45

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3053.20. . . . . . . . . . 12.60

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1164.30. . . . . . . . . . 21.55

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9710.85. . . . . . . . -55.10

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1559.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.20

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6608.15. . . . . . . . -10.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1458.60. . . . . . . . . . -5.50

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 333.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5645.75. . . . . . . . -94.55

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1586.25. . . . . . . . . . 11.50

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 523.95. . . . . . . . . . -5.85

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4891.00. . . . . . . . . . 61.05

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6886.55. . . . . . -126.95

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4808.80. . . . . . . . -21.80

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2571.10. . . . . . . . . . -1.65

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1585.25. . . . . . . . . . -4.70

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1660.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.90

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 702.45. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.05

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5311.85. . . . . . . . 104.65

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 629.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.45

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2748.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1172.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1350.85. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.05

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1797.40. . . . . . . . . . 26.65

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 494.60. . . . . . . . . . -1.30

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 917.35. . . . . . . . . . 12.25

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1772.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3571.95. . . . . . . . -20.10

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5400.45. . . . . . . . . . 26.90

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2717.65. . . . . . . . -31.50

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 12273.25. . . . . . . . . . 49.05

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2473.10. . . . . . . . -31.60

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 400.85. . . . . . . . . . -9.80

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 341.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.75

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 341.15. . . . . . . . . . -4.85

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2921.25. . . . . . . . -27.35

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1705.00. . . . . . . . -20.10

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 812.60. . . . . . . . -11.70

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2976.10. . . . . . . . . . 18.00

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1733.85. . . . . . . . . . -1.45

TataConsumer

Product . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1170.80. . . . . . . . -15.35

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1076.15. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.05

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 152.06. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4195.65. . . . . . . . -33.10

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1512.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.80

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3320.85. . . . . . . . -10.85

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11302.85. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 489.05. . . . . . . . . . -2.25

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on August 12

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 83.77. . . . . . . . . . 84.09

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 91.51. . . . . . . . . . 91.86

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 106.88. . . . . . . . 107.30

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 56.77. . . . . . . . . . 56.99

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.67. . . . . . . . . . 11.71

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 96.36. . . . . . . . . . 96.74

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 63.23. . . . . . . . . . 63.48

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.05. . . . . . . . . . 61.29

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 18.79. . . . . . . . . . 18.90

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 55.30. . . . . . . . . . 55.51

Source:Indian Bank

Shriram Life Insurance Co. Ltd. said it sold 1.27
lakh individual policies in the June quarter,
registering a 131% increase from the same quarter
in the year-earlier period.  The market share for
regular pay retail policies more than doubled to
7.3%, even as net pro�t contracted 23% to ₹27
crore, the �rm said. Growth in individual policies
and new business premium demonstrates our
products are resonating well with consumers,”
said MD & CEO Casparus J.H. Kromhout.

Shriram Life policy sales more
than doubles in June quarter

INBRIEF
�

Amazon India on Monday said that it had formed
a strategic partnership with electric mobility �rm
Gentari for its EV deployment programme as it
targets a �eet of 10,000 electric vehicles (EVs) for
last-mile deliveries by 2025. Under the
collaboration, Gentari Green Mobility Business
will procure and deploy EVs for the �rm in the
next three years besides providing
comprehensive �eet management services to the
delivery service partners, Amazon India said. PTI

Amazon India, Gentari tie up
for 10,000 EV �eet by 2025

Electric vehicle manufacturer Kinetic Green said
it had secured an investment of $25 million from
Greater Paci�c Capital (GPC), a global PE �rm,
and was in talks with other potential investors to
secure another $15 million during 2024. The
company said it intended to utilise the funds for
scaling up production at its Supa facility,
marketing and distribution of current products
including the recently-launched E-Luna, and
towards R&D of new products. 

Kinetic Green raises $25 mn
from Green Paci�c Capital 

C
ontrary to fears of a
massive fall owing
to the publication of

the Hindenburg Research
report on Saturday, whe-
rein the U.S. based short-
seller accused the SEBI
chief of having links with
o�shore funds used by the
Adanis to allegedly jack up
their share prices, the
benchmark stock indices
on Monday remained near-
ly calm and ended
range-bound. 

However, Adani group
stocks bore the brunt and
lost an estimated $13.4 bil-
lion in value, as per esti-
mates by Reuters.

The S&P BSE Sensex,
which opened 375 points
down from Friday’s close,
gradually recovered lost
ground during the day and
closed with a minor loss of
57 points, or 0.07%, at
79,649 points.

Similarly, the NSE Nif-
ty-50 index closed with a
loss of 20.50 points, or
0.08%, at 24,347.  

“Domestic benchmark
indices opened lower on
Monday due to uncertainty
stemming from Hinden-
burg’s allegations against
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch and her hus-
band. Despite this uncer-
tainty, Indian markets dis-
played resilience and
settled the day on a �at to
negative note,” said Hrishi-

kesh Yedve, AVP Technical
and Derivatives Research
at Asit C. Mehta Invest-
ment Interrmediates Ltd. 

‘Personal attack’ 

Elaborating on the luke-
warm response from the
markets, Arun Kejriwal,
founder, Kejriwal Research
& Investment Services
said, “Investors and insti-
tutions by now are aware
that this [Hindenburg Re-
port] is a continuation of
the previous report and
this is full of personal at-
tack on a regulator, which
has issued a show-cause
notice. That is why they
have discounted the perso-
nal allegations made
against the SEBI chief.” 

He said the losses suf-
fered by Adani group
stocks this time were “too
negligible” compared with
last time when the �rst
Hindenburg report on
Adani was released 18
months ago. On Monday,

eight out of 10 Adani group
stocks closed with losses.
These included Adani En-
terprises (-1.09%); Adani
Ports (-2.02%); Adani Pow-
er (-0.65%); Adani Energy
Solutions (-3.70%); Adani
Total Gas (-4.03%); Adani
Wilmar (-4.14%), NDTV
(-3.08%), and ACC (-1.55%).

In January 2023, when
the U.S. shortseller ac-
cused the Adani group of
manipulating its share
prices by making use of o�-
shore funds, group compa-
ny stocks had crashed
about 10% each. Reported-
ly, the bonds and shares of
Adani Group companies
were devalued by more
than $104 billion in market
value, causing colossal
losses to the Indian con-
glomerate and its founder. 

This time, the impact
was minimal as the latest
report was targeted more
at the SEBI chairperson
rather than the Adani
group per se, analysts said.

Markets remain calm
as Hindenburg report
impact ‘minimal’ 

Business as usual: BSE Sensex, which opened 375 points down

from Friday’s close, closed at a minor loss of 57 points. REUTERS

Eight out of 10 Adani group stocks su�er losses estimated at $13.4 billion; 

loss ‘negligible’ as latest report is targeted more at SEBI chief, say analysts 

Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

India's industrial output
growth slumped to a �ve-
month low of 4.2% in June,
with manufacturing output
growth dipping to a seven-
month low of 2.6%, almost
half the previous month's
growth, and power genera-
tion easing 2.8% from a re-
cord high in May as the
heat wave receded. 

On end-use basis, pro-
duction growth fell in all
six segments compared
with May, with consumer
non-durables' output
shrinking 1.4% from last
June - the second such con-
traction in three months.

The National Statistical
O�ce also upgraded May's
Index of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP) to 6.2%, the high-
est in seven months, from
its initial estimate of 5.9%. 

Mining was the only seg-
ment with accelerated
growth in June with output
rising 10.3% year-on-year
(YoY). However, actual
production levels were
1.2% lower sequentially.

Within manufacturing,
accounting for almost 78%
of the IIP, nine of 23 seg-
ments reported a contrac-
tion this June, including
beverages, textiles, leather
products and pharmaceut-
icals. Three sectors report-
ed a double-digit produc-
tion rise, electrical
equipment (28.4%), furni-
ture (16%) and computers
and electronics (10.7%). 

June’s industrial perfor-
mance fell below most eco-
nomists’ forecasts, despite
a bene�cial base from last
year when output had
grown 4%. Consumer dur-

ables’ production clocked
the highest uptick of 8.6%,
over a 6.8% contraction
last year, while primary
goods grew 6.3%.

Capital goods’ output
growth slowed to 2.4%
from 2.9% in May, but
June’s production levels
were the highest so far in
2024-25. Intermediate
goods’ production growth
cooled to 3.1% from 3.9% in
May and 5.2% a year ago,
while infrastructure and
construction goods rose
just 4.4% compared with
6.3% in May and 13.3% a
year ago. 

Overall industrial out-
put rose 5.2% in Q1 FY25,
from 4.7% in Q1 FY24, with
consumer non-durables
being the only segment to
report a contraction, with
production dropping 0.5%
from a 6.8% uptick.

While July’s high fre-
quency data suggests
mixed trends, rating agen-
cy ICRA said it expects IIP
growth to be between 2.5%
and 4.5%, over a base of
6.2% growth recorded last
July. “With a slowdown in
government capex and
lacklustre rural demand,
we anticipate a modera-
tion in GDP growth” in Q1
FY25, said Aditi Nayar,
ICRA’s chief economist.

June industrial output
growth slumps to
5-month low of 4.2%
Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI 

Three M Paper Boards
Ltd., which is into manu-
facture of recycled paper-
based products, said it is
planning to expand capaci-
ty by 25% to cater to the
growing demand of its pro-
ducts from domestic and
international markets. 

Currently, the company
has an installed capacity of
72,000 tonnes per annum
(TPA), which would be en-
hanced, a top company ex-
ecutive said. “We are plan-
ning to increase capacity
by 25% in two years, which
will be met through availa-
ble funds and internal ac-
cruals,” MD Rushabh H.
Shah said in an interview.

The company recently
raised up to ₹40 crore
through its SME IPO and is
listed on the BSE. 

The Coated Duplex
Boards produced by the
company are made from
100% recycled wastepaper
imported from the U.S.
and Europe and are fully
biodegradable, making
them an eco-friendly
choice for packaging va-
rious FMCG and pharma
goods, Mr. Shah said. 

The company’s recycled
paper-based Duplex Board
products range from 200
to 500 GSM and are used in
various packaging applica-
tions across industries
such as food and beverage,
pharmaceuticals, cosmet-
ics, and consumer goods.

Three M Paper
Boards plans 25%
capacity expansion 
The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAI

India’s net direct tax col-
lections’ growth accelerat-
ed to 22.5% by August 11,
from 19.54% a month ago,
led by a 30% spike in Per-
sonal Income Tax (PIT) re-
venues and a 111% surge in
Securities Transaction Tax
(STT) receipts, even as cor-
porate tax in�ows grew a
mere 5.9% from last year.

Data from the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
showed that gross tax col-
lections rose 24% by Sun-
day to ₹8.13 lakh crore,
while refunds to taxpayers
rose 33.5% to a tad over
₹1.2 lakh crore. Net reve-
nues from direct taxes

stood at almost ₹6.93 lakh
crore, compared with
₹5.66 lakh crore in the year
ago period.

Personal income tax re-
ceipts so far this year now
account for 64.55% of net
tax receipts. A rise of about
60.2% from a month ago
and 60.8% by the same
time last year. Corporate
taxes’ share has dropped
to 32.1% from 36.6% on July
11, and 37.1% as of August 11
last year.

STT, PIT spikes lift
net direct tax
receipts to 22.5% 

PIT receipts so far is
64.55% of net tax
receipts; corporate
taxes’ share dropped
to 32.1% as of Aug. 11

Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI

Bharti Global, the interna-
tional investment arm of
Bharti Enterprises is set to
acquire a 24.5% stake in
the U.K.-based-BT Group
plc, the company said in a
statement.

Bharti Enterprises,
which owns Airtel, entered
into a binding agreement
with Altice UK, to buy 9.9%
of its stake in BT Group.
The remaining 14.51% will
be bought after receiving
regulatory clearances, the
company said.

“Bharti and British Tele-
com (BT) have an enduring
relationship going back
more than two decades,
wherein BT owned 21%
stake along with 2 board

seats in Bharti Airtel Ltd.
from 1997-2001. Today
marks a signi�cant miles-
tone in Bharti Group’s his-
tory as we invest in BT, an
iconic British company,”
Sunil Bharti Mittal, Chair-
person of Bharti Enterpris-
es, said in the statement.

Deutche Telecom,
which owns 12% stake in
BT Group, welcomed the
acquisition, calling it a pos-

itive move for the compa-
ny, according to its state-
ment. “We have a long and
good working relationship
with Bharti. So we are look-
ing forward to work togeth-
er with Bharti in the Board
of Directors for the sake of
BT shareholders and cus-
tomers,” said CEO Timoth-
eus Höttges.

“This will support BT’s
plans to build �bre, roll out
5G, and develop services,”
India’s High Commissioner
to the U.K. Vikram Dorais-
wami, said on X. To foster
cooperation in critical and
emerging technology, the
U.K. and India had an-
nounced a new technology
security initiative on July
25, during U.K. Foreign Se-
cretary David Lammy’s vi-
sit to New Delhi.

Bharti Global to acquire 24.5%
stake in U.K.’s BT Group 
The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAI

Sunil Bharti Mittal 

State-owned BHEL on
Monday said it secured a
1,600 MW thermal power
project from Damodar Val-
ley Corporation (DVC).

The unit will be set up in
the Jharkhand’s Koderma
district on an EPC (Engi-
neering, Procurement,
and Construction) basis,
BHEL said in a statement.

The 2x800 MW super-
critical thermal power pro-
ject is the largest in terms
of capacity for DVC, and
will be set up adjacent to its
existing 2x500 MW units
also installed by BHEL ear-
lier, BHEL said in a
statement.

BHEL gets
1,600 MW
thermal
power project

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI
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A fast-moving wildfire fuelled by gale-force winds spread to the

edge of Athens on Monday, torching trees, houses and cars and

forcing evacuations of several hospitals and a dozen towns and

villages. The European Union on Monday said four countries would

send firefighters to Greece upon the government’s request. AP

Greek wild�re spreads to edge of
Athens; towns, hospitals evacuated

ATHENS

REUTERS
X

Australia said it had signed a deal to allow the exchange of nuclear

secrets and material with the United States and Britain, a key step

toward equipping its navy with nuclear-powered submarines. It will

allow the transfer of sensitive U.S. and U.K. nuclear material and

knowhow as part of the tripartite 2021 AUKUS accord. AFP

Australia, U.S. and U.K. sign nuclear
transfer deal for AUKUS submarine

SYDNEY

REUTERS
X

Indonesian President Joko Widodo on Monday held his first Cabinet

meeting in the country’s future capital, despite much of the city

remaining under construction as it runs behind schedule. The

$32-billion megaproject Nusantara was originally expected to be

inaugurated on August 17 but has been dealyed. AFP

Indonesia President holds �rst
Cabinet meeting in future capital

JAKARTA

AP
X

Tanzanian police have detained leading opposition figures

including Chadema party leader Freeman Mbowe, in picture, and

his deputy Tundu Lissu and rounded up several hundred youth

supporters on the eve of a planned rally, a move condemned by

rights activists on Monday as “troubling”. AFP

Tanzania arrests opposition
leaders in mass round-up

DAR ES SALAAM

AFP

B
angladesh was ex-
periencing a “stu-
dent-led revolu-

tion” after the ouster of
Premier Sheikh Hasina, the
South Asian country’s new
interim leader Muhammad
Yunus said.

“This is a revolution, a
student-led revolution,”
the Nobel laureate told a
news brie�ng. “There’s no
doubt about (that) because
the business of the whole
government collapsed.”

Mr. Yunus arrived back
in Bangladesh from Eu-
rope on Thursday after he
was called by the student
leaders of the protests that
toppled Ms. Hasina and

asked to steer democratic
reforms. “I said, ‘I respect
you, I admire you. What
you have done is absolute-
ly unparalleled’,” he said.
“’Because you ordered me

to do this, I take your or-
der’,” Mr. Yunus said he
told them.

Several top allies of Ms.
Hasina, whose iron-�sted
tenure ended with her

abrupt resignation and
�ight to India a week ago,
subsequently stepped
down. Among them were
the former Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court and the
central bank Governor.

They had been issued
ultimatums to quit their
posts by students. Mr. Yu-
nus said their resignations
had been conducted legal-
ly. “I’m sure they will �nd
the legal way to justify all of
this, because legally... all
the steps were followed,”
he said.

Mr. Yunus made the
comments at an o�-the-re-
cord media brie�ng on
Sunday night at a state
building being used as a
temporary seat of govern-
ment. 

Bangladesh is experiencing a
student-led revolution: Yunus

Modicum of normalcy: A police o�icer controls tra�ic at a junction

in Dhaka, after the police called of their strike, on Monday. AFP

The country’s interim leader says the developments that transpired were absolutely unparalleled;

resignations of Chief Justice and central bank governor were conducted lawfully, he says 

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

Bangladeshi police res-
umed patrols of the capital
city Dhaka on Monday,
ending a week-long strike.

O�cers vanished from
the streets of the sprawling
megacity of 20 million pe-
ople last week after Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
resignation. 

The police were loathed
for spearheading a lethal
crackdown on the protests
that forced her departure,
with 42 o�cers among the
more than 450 people
killed.

Police had vowed not to
resume work until their sa-
fety was guaranteed, but
they agreed to return after
talks with the new interim
government, helmed by
Muhammad Yunus.

Police resume
patrols of
Dhaka streets
as strike ends 

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA Iran could launch a “signif-

icant” attack on Israel as
soon as this week, the
White House said Monday,
as U.S. President Joe Biden
discussed the crisis with
European leaders.

“We have to be pre-
pared for what could be a
signi�cant set of attacks,”
National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby told
reporters.

“We share the same con-
cerns and expectations
that our Israeli counter-
parts have with respect to
potential timing here —
could be this week,” Mr.
Kirby added.

Mr. Kirby’s comments
came as the United States
is rushing an aircraft car-
rier strike group and a
guided missile submarine
to the region in a show of

support for Israel.
Iran and Lebanon’s Hez-

bollah group have vowed
to avenge last month’s kill-
ings of Hamas political
chief Ismail Haniyeh and
Hezbollah commander
Fuad Shukr.

Mr. Biden called the
leaders of France, Germa-
ny, Italy and Britain on
Monday to discuss the

growing tensions, the
White House added.

Call for cease�re
The leaders also called for
a cease�re between Israel
and Hamas in Gaza, with
di�cult talks set for Thurs-
day on halting the con�ict
that started when the Pal-
estinian group attacked Is-
rael on October 7.

Iran could launch ‘signi�cant’
attack on Israel this week: U.S.
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Tit for tat: Iran has vowed to avenge last month’s killings of Hamas

political chief Ismail Haniyeh. REUTERS

On the boil

A boy, a�ected by flooding in Sudan, cooking food at a makeshift camp used by people displaced by civil war. The UN migration agency

warns that Sudan is at a catastrophic ‘breaking point’, with tens of thousands of preventable deaths looming from multiple crises. AFP

Three years into its rule of
Afghanistan, the Taliban
government has achieved
some diplomatic wins even
as it has consolidated pow-
er and enforced its strict
version of Islamic law.

The Taliban rulers conti-
nue to operate without o�-
cial recognition from any
country — its restrictions
on women a major sticking
point.

But concern over Af-
ghanistan’s worsening hu-
manitarian crisis, the
threat of terrorism, and
hard-nosed pragmatism
have led to some interna-
tional engagement.

The most notable exam-
ple was the Taliban govern-
ment’s participation, for
the �rst time, in United Na-
tions-hosted talks in June

in Qatar to discuss eco-
nomic issues and counter-
narcotics e�orts.

Chief Taliban govern-
ment spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, who led the
delegation, said the gather-
ing was further proof that:
“Afghanistan has come out
of isolation”.

“We are in favour of pos-
itive meetings with the
condition that Afghanis-
tan’s situation is taken into
account,” he said in a re-
cent interview ahead of
this week’s three-year anni-
versary of the Taliban tak-
ing back power. 

The talks went ahead af-
ter Kabul obtained the
agreement of the UN —
which has described res-
trictions on women in Af-
ghanistan as “gender apar-
theid” — that civil society
and women’s rights groups
would not attend.

Obaidullah Baheer,
grandson of former war-
lord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
and an Afghan academic,
said engagement at the
talks was a “smart
approach”.

“The international com-
munity cannot solve the
women’s rights issue. What
they can do is try to create
an environment” to gra-
dually stabilise the econo-
my in Afghanistan, Mr. Ba-
heer said.

“Economic stability nat-
urally brings with it some
sort of opening for politics
as well.”

Security the ‘priority’
The Taliban authorities,
who are still pushing to �ll
Afghanistan’s seat at the
UN, are also forging region-
al ties.

“Currently we have very
good relations with neigh-

bouring, regional and Mus-
lim countries,” Mujahid
said, adding that about 40
countries had embassies
or consulates in
Afghanistan.

While Western embas-
sies in Kabul have been
closed for three years, Pa-
kistan, China, Russia, Iran

society activist said.
The UN has described a

“climate of fear” in the
country, where popular
protests are virtually
non-existent.

The Taliban govern-
ment rejects these
accusations.

“We don’t accept that
we are totalitarian,” Muja-
hid said. 

The authorities have
“mechanisms... to convey
the voice of the people to
the government”, spokes-
man Mujahid said, refer-
ring to provincial counsels
comprising clerics and tri-
bal elders.

“They might not be the
same as in the previous go-
vernment or what are com-
mon in democratic govern-
ments, but we have
developed these mechan-
isms in an Islamic way,”
Mujahid said.

the national budget to se-
curity despite Afghanistan
no longer being at war and
its economy in dire straits.

Stricter rules
And while Afghans may
welcome restored security
after more than 40 years of
successive con�icts, many
also struggle to feed them-
selves and strain under
tightening restrictions.

A civil society activist
described the rules on dai-
ly life as becoming “stricter
and stricter”. 

Government a�airs are
mostly run through reli-
gious edicts from the reclu-
sive Supreme Leader Hiba-
tullah Akhundzada. 

Politically, there is no
visible opposition: parties
are banned and there are
no elections.

“There is no one to chal-
lenge the Emir,” the civil

takeover.
Fears over the growing

security threat from the Is-
lamic State group’s branch
in the region, known as Is-
lamic State Khorasan Pro-
vince, have also spurred
engagement.

Last week, the UN
warned that IS-K posed the
greatest external terrorist
threat to Europe and was
growing in strength.

Mujahid insisted the IS
threat was being
overblown.

“We have brought the
phenomenon of ISKP to
nearly zero,” he said.

After ousting the fo-
reign-backed government
and ending their 20-year
insurgency, the Taliban
rulers have made security
one of their highest
priorities.

The Taliban authorities
still allocate a large part of

and Central Asian repu-
blics have established de
facto diplomatic relations
with Kabul.

Russia is also preparing
to remove the Taliban from
its list of terrorist organisa-
tions, while Beijing has ap-
pointed its �rst Ambassa-
dor to Kabul since the

Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers score diplomatic wins and consolidate power 
Agence France-Presse
KABUL

Small gains: The Taliban participated in UN-hosted talks in June in

Qatar to discuss economic issues and counter-narcotics e�orts. AP

Two Russian regions bor-
dering Ukraine ordered
more evacuations on Mon-
day as Moscow battled to
contain an unprecedented
push onto its territory.

Ukraine sent troops into
Russia last week in its big-
gest cross-border opera-
tion since Moscow
launched its invasion in Fe-
bruary 2022 and the most
signi�cant one conducted
by a foreign Army since the
Second World War.

Authorities in the Kursk
region announced they
were widening their evac-
uation area to include Be-
lovsky district, home to
some 14,000 people.

The neighbouring Bel-
gorod region in Russia said
it was evacuating its border
district of
Krasnoyaruzhsky.

“For the health and se-
curity of our population,
wen are beginning to move
people who live in Kras-
noyaruzhsky to safer plac-
es,” Belgorod region Go-
vernor Vyacheslav Gladkov
said on Telegram.

The assault on Kursk
had already led to 76,000
people being ordered out.

Russia evacuates two
border regions as it
�ghts Ukraine forces

Ukraine sent troops

into Russia last week

in its biggest

operation since the

war began in 2022

Agence France-Presse
KYIV

Pakistan’s military said on
Monday it had arrested re-
tired General Faiz Ha-
meed, former head of the
powerful Inter-Services In-
telligence (ISI) agency, in
connection with a land de-
velopment case.

The detention of a high-
pro�le o�cer is unusual in
Pakistan, where the mili-
tary has ruled for over 30
of the 77 years since inde-
pendence, and continues
to hold sway.

The arrest was ordered
by the Supreme Court, the
military said in a state-
ment, adding that multiple
violations of the Pakistan
Army Act after Mr. Ha-

meed’s retirement had also
been established.

Mr. Hameed was direc-
tor general of the ISI from
2019 to 2021.

Mr. Hameed was also
considered to be close to
Imran Khan, who named
him to head the ISI when
he was premier. Mr. Khan
was ousted in 2022.

Former Pakistan spy
chief held over land
development case 

Faiz Hameed

Reuters
ISLAMABAD
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X

Asthma didn’t stop Noah Lyles from taking on the 200 metre at the

Paris Olympics, even after testing positive for Covid-19. “We were

back in the medical bay underneath the track. Their biggest concern

was me getting bronchitis because we didn’t want something to get

infected and the asthma really starts to take form.”

Lyles opens up about competing
after testing positive for Covid

CONCERNING

AP
X

Former Olympic gold medallist Tom Daley announced his

retirement from diving on Monday following the Paris Games. “I

have to make the decision at some point, and it feels like the right

time. It’s the right time to call it a day,” Daley said. He had won silver

in the Paris Games men’s synchronised 10m platform.

Tom Daley announces retirement
from diving

CALLING IT QUITS

AFP
X

Irish double medal-winning Olympian Daniel Wi�en said on Monday

he had “rushed” to a hospital in Paris with a stomach bug, two days

after taking part in the marathon swimming in Seine. “Yesterday I

rushed to hospital as I was very unwell with a bug that I am being

treated for, and am feeling better now.”

Irish Olympian Wi�en hospitalised
after Seine swim

HEALTH SCARE

GETTY IMAGES
X

Neeraj Chopra has left for Germany after winning a silver medal in

the Paris Games to take medical advice regarding a possible surgery

and to decide whether to feature in the upcoming Diamond League

meetings. “Neeraj will not return to India for another month and a

half,” a family source said.

Neeraj leaves for Germany to take
medical advice

DETOUR

RITU RAJ KONWAR

H
ighlighting the
marriage of tradi-
tion and moderni-

ty as one of its underlying
themes, Paris 2024 —
which began unconven-
tionally on the beautiful
Seine — closed the greatest
show on earth convention-
ally with the Stade de
France serving as a grand
theatre to emphasise the
Olympic Games as a hu-
man monument.

The Sunday night
wowed more than 71,000
spectators in the stands
and millions around the
world to celebrate humani-
ty as well as the extraordin-
ary athletic endeavours, in
the form of nearly 850 me-
dals won and 42 records
broken (including 10 World
records and 32 Olympic
records).

The ceremony began
with a musical perfor-

mance as an ode to the
Games’ host city as the
Olympic �ame travelled
from the Louvre to the
Stade de France.

Following the entry of
French president Emma-
nuel Macron and Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
president Thomas Bach,
the French National �ag
and the Olympic �ag were
raised while the National
anthem of the host coun-
try, the Marseillaise, was
sung by the Maîtrise de
Fontainebleau and Or-
chestre Divertimento, un-
der the baton of conductor
Zahia Ziouani.

Ultimate celebration
The entry of the �ag-bear-
ers and the parade of ath-
letes from 205 delegations
were the ultimate celebra-
tion of the heroes of Paris
2024. They started the pa-
rade on the stage, in the
centre of the stadium, that
symbolically represented a
planisphere. Then the ath-
letes entered the arena to-
gether from two entry
points to join the parade.

India could not have
found a better pair of �ag-
bearers as double bronze
medallist shooter Manu
Bhaker, the best Indian ath-
lete here, and double
bronze medallist hockey
goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh,

who signed o� on a high,
proudly performed their
duty. For the �rst time, the
women’s marathon con-
cluded the Olympic Games
and its top three �nishers
were handed medals in the
�nal victory ceremony to
underline Paris 2024’s ef-
fort to make it the most
gender-equal Games.

A sequence showing the
Marathon Pour Tous, a un-
ique race open to the pu-

blic and run on Saturday
evening on the same
course as the one used by
the Olympic athletes, exhi-
bited the Games Wide
Open.

As ancient Greek civilisa-
tion and modern artistic
presentation — drawing re-
ference from the Voyager
Golden Record of the
launch of Voyager space-
ship in 1977 — mixed, a fu-
turistic extraterrestrial cha-

racter, after getting to know
about humanity, arrived
from space to explore
earth. In a dreamlike set-
ting beyond space and
time, it gave out the mes-
sage that the Games creat-
ed by humanity must be
kept alive.

The Greek �ag and an-
them stirred emotions and
Goddess Nike, the Goddess
of victory associated with
the ancient Games, appear-

ing as the statue of Victory
of Samothrace displayed in
the famous Louvre mu-
seum, made it spectacular.

A reference to Sorbonne
and Pierre de Coubertin to
underscore the revival of
the Games, the excavation,
dramatic formation and
raising of the Olympic rings
with a round of �reworks
and some captivating mus-
ic preceded the speeches of
Paris 2024 president Tony

Estanguet and IOC chief
Bach.

“Together, we have
shown the world the most
beautiful face of France,”
said Estanguet. “We have
broken a new record that is
very close to our hearts:
the most marriage propo-
sals (seven) ever at an
Olympic Games! These
feelings of hope, and love,
and inspiration, will
remain.”

“These were sensational
Olympic Games from start
to �nish – or dare I say:
these were SEINE-sational
Olympic Games from start
to �nish,” said Bach.

After the playing of the
Olympic anthem, when Pa-
ris mayor Anne Hidalgo
handed over the Olympic
�ag to her Los Angeles
counterpart Karen Bass,
the Games symbolically
moved to Los Angeles
2028.

Playing of the American
National anthem by Gram-
my award winning H.E.R.,
Tom Cruise’s stunts and an
instantaneous virtual jour-
ney from Paris to the land
of Hollywood and L.A. Col-
iseum were magical as
some top USA athletes, in-
cluding track and �eld le-
gend Michael Johnson,
showed their readiness to
welcome the Games. A per-
formance by rapper Snoop
Dogg completed the lovely
shift.

Iconic song
Yseult performed My Way,
an iconic song depicting a
strong link between France
and the USA, as the Olym-
pic �ame was extinguished
to mark the end of 33rd edi-
tion of the Games while the
City of Light got ready to
welcome the Paralympic
Games.

The Stade de France �lls to the brim as athletes, celebrities and dignitaries come together to celebrate the Olympics; Paris will now get ready to welcome the Paralympic Games

The City of Light serves up a visual spectacle to
mark the end of the greatest sporting show on earth

Y.B. Sarangi
PARIS

Mission LA 2028: During the festivities, Tom Cruise descended from the top of the Stade de France on a cable and acted out a sequence of taking the Olympic flag to the

Hollywood sign in Los Angeles. RITU RAJ KONWAR & AP

For a long time now, the
Olympic movement has
been a big part of my life.
First as an athlete and now
as someone using the pow-
er of sports to give back to
communities and to the en-
vironment. 

The ceremony at the
142nd IOC session last Sa-
turday forced to me re�ect
on my journey as an ath-
lete. I can admit it was not
easy, as an athlete’s life nev-
er is. But it also under-
scores the lifelong commit-
ment every Olympian
makes to their sport and
country, and I claim this
award on behalf of every
athlete that has perse-
vered, sacri�ced and still
prevailed.

Complete devotion
It takes complete devotion
towards one’s sport and re-
quires sincere passion from
an athlete to even earn the
opportunity to be named
as an Olympian. The pres-
sure of the stage is almost
insurmountable. With mil-
lions watching worldwide,
and the best of the best by
your side as your oppo-
nents, it takes nerves of
steel to stand there, feign-
ing con�dence. 

The Olympic stage
teaches you many things,
but above all, you learn

what it truly means to be
human. All athletes make
tremendous sacri�ces to
climb up that ladder and
reach the pinnacle, in ser-
vice of their country, and
with a chance to create his-
tory. To me, the Olympic
experience is not only life
changing, but also life-af-
�rming. 

I had my fair share of les-
sons during my time as an
Olympic Gold medallist
back in the day. But win-
ning the Gold medal was
just one part. Through the
lens of Olympism, I have
come to realise that the real
victory lies in the journey,
the values we uphold, and
the positive impact we can
have on society. My expe-
riences taught me the
cause of Olympism and in-
stilled values in me to strive
towards a more inclusive

society. As a society, we
need to imbibe the Olym-
pic spirit in our daily lives
and promote the ideals, va-
lues, and vision for accep-
tance, human rights, and
non-discrimination. 

Holistic development
Henceforth, post my retire-
ment I began working
across multiple non-pro�t
organisations and founded
Performance Centres, to
support the development
of sports across all layers. I
would like to dedicate my
life’s work towards promot-
ing the holistic develop-
ment of young children
and attempting to make
positive contributions to
society, including the pla-
net we will leave behind for
the generation to follow.

Having been presented
with the Olympic Order, I
often wonder if any of it
would have been possible if
I had not �rst traversed the
hard road and spilled all
the blood, sweat and tears,

much like each athlete who
makes their way to the
Olympics. 

Perhaps, this is why, we,
as a nation, and as sports
lovers, must not only re-
serve our cheers, claps,
support and love for the
Olympic medal winners.
We must never forget
anyone who decides to
compete in the �rst place,
because they are the ones
who will eventually make it
to the Olympics. 

How can we ever pro-
duce Olympians if we don’t
as a country encourage our
children to play, to lose, to
win, and stick it out even
when the odds seem
stacked against you. For
only when you are forged
by the values of sports, the
rigours of losses and victo-
ry can one emerge as an
Olympian. And then when
they do, it is critical that we
remember that the spirit of
the Olympics goes beyond
medals and accolades; it’s
about the shared human
experience and the legacy
we leave behind. 

And that is why I truly
believe that at the Olym-
pics, every athlete who re-
presents the Indian �ag
here is a hero and at the
Olympics, no one truly ev-
er loses.

(The writer is a 2008
Olympic Gold-medal win-

ning shooter)

No one ever loses in the Olympics
Abhinav Bindra

Bindra. IOC MEDIA

The Olympic experience
is not only life changing,
but also life-a�rming...it
teaches you many things,
but above all, you learn
what it truly means to be
human

Graham Thorpe’s wife
Amanda has revealed the
former England cricketer
took his own life after bat-
tling depression and anxie-
ty for several years. Aged
just 55, Thorpe’s death in
August plunged the cricket
world into mourning for
the popular star.

He enjoyed an impres-
sive England career as an
elegant batsman between
1993 and 2005, before
spending 12 years in va-
rious coaching roles. But
Thorpe was hospitalised in
May 2022 and declared
“seriously ill”.

Amanda Thorpe has
now revealed in an inter-
view with The Times that
the former Surrey player
attempted suicide two
years ago before taking his
own life earlier this month.

“Despite having a wife
and two daughters whom
he loved and who loved
him, he did not get better.
He was so unwell in recent
times and he really did be-
lieve that we would be bet-
ter o� without him and we
are devastated that he act-
ed on that and took his
own life,” said Amanda.

“For the past couple of
years, Graham had been
su�ering from major de-
pression and anxiety. This
led him to make a serious
attempt on his life in May
2022, which resulted in a
prolonged stay in an inten-
sive care unit.”

The left-hander featured
in 100 Tests and 82 one-
day internationals for En-
gland, scoring over 9,000
runs for his country, in-
cluding 16 Test hundreds.

(Assistance for overcom-
ing suicidal thoughts is
available on the State’s
health helpline 104, Tele-
MANAS 14416 and Sneha’s
suicide prevention helpline
044-24640050. Helplines
across the country can be
accessed here: https://
bit.ly/4djLM6C)

Graham Thorpe’s
death was a suicide,
reveals wife Amanda

Thorpe. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

One of the two opening
round �xtures of the Du-
leep Trophy – the domestic
season-opening tourna-
ment in the men’s calendar
– is set to be shifted from
Anantapur to Bengaluru
with an eye on optimising
the international regulars’
participation in a domestic
match.

The Duleep Trophy has
been tweaked this season
from its conventional inter-
zonal format into a four-
team tournament, with the
sides picked by the senior
national selection commit-
tee. 

According to the �x-
tures made public by the
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India, the tournament
will be played at two ve-
nues in a league format
from September 5 to 22.

With the Indian team
having a six-week break
from the international ca-
lendar, the Ajit Agarkar-
chaired panel wants the
majority of Test regulars to
participate in the Duleep
Trophy opening round.
From then on, the players
will join the preparatory
camp ahead of the �rst

Test against Bangladesh,
starting September 19.

The BCCI management,
in consultation with the
Andhra Cricket Associa-
tion and the Karnataka
State Cricket Association,
decided to move one of the
two �rst-round games to
the M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um considering the logisti-
cal challenges involved in
travelling to Anantapur. 

The Hindu understands
that the selectors have gi-
ven Jasprit Bumrah and R.
Ashwin an extended break
while Virat Kohli and cap-
tain Rohit Sharma have
been given an option to de-
cide for themselves. The
duo will inform their deci-
sion to the national selec-
tion committee before its
meeting to �nalise the four
squads.

Rishabh Pant is set to
feature in his maiden First
Class game for nearly two
years while Suryakumar
Yadav, the T20 captain, is
hopeful of making a case
for a Test return. 

Ishan Kishan and
Shreyas Iyer — stripped of a
national retainer due to
their lack of will to play
domestic cricket last sea-
son — are set to be includ-
ed.

One Duleep Trophy
�xture set to be
moved to Bengaluru 
Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI
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Sreeja Akula has been ruled out of the upcoming
season of Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) due to a
stress fracture. She has been replaced by
under-19 youth National champion Nithyashree
Mani. The two-time National champion was
slated to play for Jaipur Patriots.

Sreeja ruled out of UTT 
due to stress fracture

INBRIEF
�

Football: Durand Cup, Sony
Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 3.30 & 6.30
p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

HYDERABAD: Trainer M. Srinivas
Reddy’s Siddharth, ridden by Ak-
shay Kumar, won the Bhagyanagar
Million, the main event of Monday’s
(Aug. 12) races here. The winner is
owned by Mr. Aditya P. Thackersey. 

Jockey-turned-trainer A. Imran
Khan, who recently secured his
trainer’s licence at HRC, scored his
debut winner through the 20-to-1
longshot Sopranos in the upper di-
vision of the Independence Cup.

1. ROYAL WINDSOR PLATE: WHITE
PEARL (Akshay Kumar) 1, Voice Of
A Dream (Surya Prakash) 2, London
Bell (Md. Ekram) 3 and Caraxes
(Shivansh) 4. 4, 8 and 6. 1m, 56.43s.
₹12 (w), 11, 10 and 16 (p). SHP: 33.
THP: 34, SHW: 11 and 17, FP: 40, Q:
36, Tanala: 155. Favourite: White
Pearl. Owner: M.A.M. Ramaswamy
Chettiar Of Chettinad Charitable
Trust. Trainer: K. Satheesh.

2. THREE WISHES PLATE: NAV
LAKHAA (P. Ajeeth Kumar) 1, Blue
Label (R.S. Jodha) 2, Reining Queen
(Surya Prakash) 3 and Fortune Art
(P. Sai K) 4. Dist, Head and Dist. 1m,
9.12s. ₹15 (w), 11, 10 and 15 (p). SHP:
28, THP: 38, SHW: 10 and 15, FP:
40, Q: 28, Tanala: 129. Favourite:
Nav Lakhaa. Owner: Mr. Kapil Agar-

wal. Trainer: Ananta Vatsalya.

3. DEVARAKONDA CUP: ESPIONAGE
(Kuldeep Singh Sr.) 1, Calista Girl
(Ajay Kumar) 2, N R I Skypower
(Likith Appu) 3 and Crimson Rose
(Shivansh) 4. 1/2, 1-1/2 and Neck.
1m, 8.31s. ₹13 (w), 10, 12 and 16 (p).
SHP: 29, THP: 50, SHW: 13 and 15,
FP: 35, Q: 32, Tanala: 157. Favourite:
Espionage. Owners: Mr. Prakash
Babu, Mr. P. Ranga Raju and Mrs. T.
Rohini. Trainer: D. Netto.

4. RAZIA SULTAN PLATE: PRICE-
LESS PRINCE (Suraj Narredu) 1, Fly-
ing Fury (Afroz Khan) 2, Golden
Unicorn (P. Sai Kumar) 3 and Anni-
hilator (Kuldeep Sr.) 4. Neck, 9-3/4
and Neck. 1m, 7.91s. ₹22 (w), 16, 14
and 15 (p). SHP: 56, THP: 57, SHW:
14 and 27, FP: 144, Q: 77, Tanala:
597. Favourite: Priceless Prince.
Owners: Mr. Daulat Chhabria & M/s.
Blazing Saddles. Trainer: Satish
Narredu. 

5. INDEPENDENCE CUP (DIV. I):
SOPRANOS (P. Ajeeth Kumar) 1,
Classical Music (Ajay Kumar) 2, Dy-
anoosh (Mukesh) 3 and True Icon
(Gaurav Singh) 4. 1-1/2, 1/2 and
Head. 1m, 15.56s. ₹497 (w), 108, 49
and 18 (p). SHP: 137, THP: 43, SHW:
407 and 60, FP: 29, 332, Q: 1,679,

Tanala: 50, 515. Favourite: Devils
Magic. Owner: Mr. Narendra Vithal-
das Shah. Trainer: A. Imran Khan.

6. BHAGYANAGAR MILLION :
SIDDHARTH (Akshay Kumar) 1,
Truth (Kuldeep Sr.) 2, High Com-
mand (Ashad Asbar) 3 and Liver-
more (Afroz Khan) 4. 2-1/4, 1-1/4 and
2. 1m, 53. 84s. ₹24 (w), 16 and 10,
SHP: 32, THP: 26, SHW: 21 and 10,
FP: 55, Q: 26, Tanala: 115. Favourite:
Truth. Owner: Mr. Aditya P. Thack-
ersey. Trainer: M. Srinivas Reddy.

7. INDEPENDENCE CUP (DIV. II):
MIDSUMMER STAR (P. Sai Kumar) 1,
Malibu (Md. Ekram) 2, Amyra
(Abhay Singh) 3 and Winning Atti-
tude (Afroz Khan) 4. Not run:
Happy Go Lucky. 2, 3/4 and 2. 1m,
15.11s. ₹29 (w), 14, 14 and 39 (p).
SHP: 46, THP: 82, SHW: 16 and 12,
FP: 80, Q: 37, Tanala: 937. Favour-
ite: Malibu. Owners: Mr. Jatin L.
Trivedi & Mr. Nitin H. Jain rep. J.N.
Racing & Breeders LLP. Trainer:
K.S.V. Prasad Raju. 

Jackpot: 70%: ₹32,526 (9 tkts.) &
30%: 3,301 (38 tkts.). 

Mini Jackpot: 74 (416 tkts.). 

Treble: (i) 50 (553 tkts.), (ii) 6,847 (5
tkts.).

Siddharth takes the honours in feature 

The Delhi Open swimming competition is
scheduled to be staged at the Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee swimming pool in New Delhi on
August 25. The competition will be open for all
age-groups from �ve to over-70, in both the men’s
and women’s sections, for all swimmers across
the country. The focus of the competition is
talent search, and events will start from 8 a.m.
Further details can be had from swimming
coach, Dr. Jitender Tokas, mob: 70651 95811.

Delhi Open swimming 
meet on August 25 

Mira Khatun struck the match-winner to guide
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Protishtan to a 1-0
victory over The Porompat Sabal Leikai High
School, Imphal, in the semi�nals of the 63rd
Subroto Cup under-17 girls’ football tournament
at the Tejas ground in New Delhi on Monday. In
the other semi�nal, Mother International School,
Ranchi, beat Government Senior Secondary
School, Alakhpura, Haryana 4-2 in the penalty
shoot-out, after the teams were locked goalless in
regulation period. Kranti Oraon, Lalita Boipai,
Naina Kumari and Urwashi Kumari converted for
the Ranchi team. Rishika and Ritika were
successful for the Haryana team. The �nal is
scheduled to be played at the Ambedkar Stadium
from 5 p.m. on Tuesday. 

Mira Khatun strikes winner
for Bangladesh team 

Bodoland FC prevailed over
Border Security Force FT 4-3
in the 133rd Durand Cup
football here on Monday to
keep its slim chances of pro-
gressing to the knockout
stage alive. Jwngbla Brahma
(54th and 71st) scored a
brace while Mitinga Dwim-
ary (second) and Sibra Nar-
zary (62nd) got a goal each
for the hosts. 

Kishori (50th and 69th)
struck twice for BSF and Asif
Khan (89th) found the target
once. Bodoland �nished its
group campaign with six
points while BSF could not
win a point.

Bodoland gets
the better 
of BSF FT
Press Trust of India

KOKRAJHAR

T
he Olympic athlet-
ics programme,
highlighted by the

shortest event and then
the longest, saw perfor-
mances of astonishing
quality and spine-tingling
drama, played out to a
beautiful and unique pur-
ple backdrop that will fo-
rever mean Paris.

The closest and highest
quality men’s 100 metres
race and a late-night pole
vault world record lit up
the �rst week, while Sifan
Hassan’s �nal-day marath-
on win to cap a barely be-
lievable hat-trick of medals
was a �tting way to bring
down the curtain.

“It’s been fantastic and I
think the quality of athlet-
ics at the moment is almost
beyond description,” Se-
bastian Coe, head of World
Athletics said this week.

Nowhere was that more
visible than in the men’s
100 where Noah Lyles
caught Kishane Thompson
on the line to win by �ve
thousandths of a second in
9.79. The six men behind
them were also sub-10 —
the �rst time that has hap-
pened in a legal race.

World records

The United States deli-
vered a world record in the
rarely-run mixed 4x400 re-
lay but Sydney McLaugh-
lin-Levrone’s obliteration
of her own world record to
win the 400 hurdles was of
a di�erent magnitude of

quality. Mondo Duplantis
also beat his own pole
vault world record in a mo-
ment of great theatre at the
Stade de France. With all
other events �nished and
the Swede’s expected gold
long pocketed, he failed
twice at 6.25m before sail-
ing clear to a stupendous
roar. Coe hoped the men’s
1,500 would be a “race for
the ages” and it was —
though not in the way he
or anyone else expected.

Briton Josh Kerr ran the
race of his life to get past
defending champion Jakob
Ingebrigtsen, only for long-
shot American Cole Hock-
er to come past them both
and win in a huge personal
best to produce one of the
biggest upsets of the
Games. 

Ingebrigtsen bounced
back to win the 5,000,
while in the women’s 1,500
Kenya’s peerless Faith Ki-
pyegon completed an un-
precedented hat-trick.

Medals galore over the
shorter distances has
usually been the norm for
the United States but it
found remarkable success
in all sorts of events in
Paris.

The �nal event provided
a fabulous and scarcely be-
lievable �nale as Dutchwo-
man Hassan won the wo-
men’s marathon after
taking bronze in the 5,000
and 10,000. She was the
�rst woman to even at-
tempt the treble, let alone
medal in all three, and now
stands alongside athletics
royalty in the shape of Emil
Zatopek, who won all three
in 1952.

Forty three countries
won athletics medals, with
Saint Lucia, Dominica and
Pakistan doing so for the
�rst time, all golds, via Ju-
lian Alfred in the women’s
100, Thea LaFond in the
women’s triple jump, and
Arshad Nadeem in the
men’s javelin. 

Lyles, Hassan bookend
a fabulous programme

Phenom:Hassan gives vent to her emotions after clinching the

marathon gold. GETTY IMAGES

Pole-vaulter extraordinaire Duplantis, hurdler McLaughlin-Levrone, and

the American mixed 4x400 relay team set World Records

PARIS OLYMPICS

Reuters

PARIS

Athanaze and rain
thwart SA’s victory bid
West Indies and South
Africa drew the �rst Test
of a two-match series on
the �nal day of the
rain-a�ected �xture at
Queen’s Park Oval in
Trinidad on Sunday.

West Indies �nished on
201 for �ve, chasing 298,
in its second innings.
The scores: South Africa 357 &
173/3 decl. in 29 overs (Stubbs 68,
de Zorzi 45) drew with West
Indies 233 & 201/5 in 56.2 overs
(Athanaze 92, Holder 31 n.o.,
Maharaj 4/88). PoM: Maharaj.

Sugi Sai clinches silver
in All-England junior
badminton
India’s Sugi Sai won men’s
silver in the Yonex
All-England junior
(under-19) badminton
championships in
Birmingham on Sunday,
losing to second seed
Tiago Berenguer of
Portugal 21-11, 14-21, 5-21 in
the �nal.

The unseeded Sugi
defeated a few ranked
players along the way,
including former
champion Jason Ou of
England, the fourth seed,
in the fourth round,
Harper Leigh of Wales,
seeded seventh, in the
quarter�nal and top seed
Bharath Latheesh of UAE
in the last-four stage.
Sugi is being trained by
Aravindan Samiappan at
the Fireball Academy in
Chennai.

SNAPSHOTS
�

Sugi Sai.
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T
o say that Kapil Dev has spoiled
successive generations of
Indian cricket followers with
his unmatched genius will be

no exaggeration. More than four and a
half decades since his stirring debut in
Pakistan, Kapil remains India’s �rst,
foremost and arguably only fast-bowling
all-rounder, a phenom who could turn the
course of a match with bat alone, ball
alone, or just in the �eld — his celebrated
catch to dismiss Viv Richards in the 1983
World Cup �nal is a shining, but hardly
solitary, example of his status as a
game-changing �elder.

Exigencies of workload management
following his immediate climb to both
India’s shock and stock bowler in the
wake of the retirements of the celebrated
spin quartet not long after he broke
through meant Kapil had to drop pace
and conserve himself in national interest.
That didn’t prevent him from stacking up
a then world record 434 Test wickets
when he bid adieu to cricket in 1994.
Throw in 253 One-Day International
wickets, 5,248 Test runs, 3,783 ODI runs
and 64 and 71 catches respectively in the
longer and shorter formats
internationally, and the picture of a
larger-than-life persona is complete, even
if these impressive numbers can’t do
justice to his natural athleticism and
extraordinary skills.

Kapil’s retirement spawned the quest
for the next Kapil Dev – unfortunate on
those who were instantaneously labelled
that, because there can only be one Kapil
Dev. Laxmi Ratan Shukla, current
chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar and
Irfan Pathan, among others, were
bracketed in the ‘next Kapil’ category;
predictably, none of them came close to
matching the Haryana Hurricane, for no
fault of theirs.

For a brief while, Hardik Pandya
threatened to be that all-rounder in the
Kapil mould – not the next Kapil, just the
�rst Hardik Pandya. In just 13 months
after his Test debut in July 2017, Pandya
boasted a century and a �ve-wicket haul
in his �rst 11 games. He could have gone
on to make a di�erence with his
power-packed batting and his intelligent
fast bowling, but a frail and protesting
body means Pandya is unlikely to add to
his Test appearances.

His last �ve-day game was in
September 2018, and he has informed the
authorities that his red-ball career is all
but over. What a shame. Pandya’s travails
only serve to lend greater aura to Kapil –
not that it was needed. A staggering
48,853 deliveries in First Class cricket,
14,947 balls in one-day games. Not to
mention nearly 17,000 runs in the two
formats put together. And Kapil hardly
missed a game through injury. Truly, to
paraphrase a commercial in which he
appeared, Kapil da jawaab nahi.

India at least have Pandya, and maybe
Shivam Dube, to don the seaming
all-rounder’s garb in limited-overs
internationals, but the quest for a like

resource in Test matches continues.
Forget about an out-and-out all-rounder,
there is hardly anyone who can bowl
seam-up, a far cry for about a decade
from 1996 when Sourav Ganguly and, if
the mood seized him, Sachin Tendulkar
would mark out a run-up and tease
batters with their skill, particularly in
helpful conditions.

A special quartet
Kapil formed a terri�c quartet of top-class
all-rounders through the 1980s with
Imran Khan, Ian Botham and Richard
Hadlee. Each of them was special; Hadlee
didn’t quite have the same numbers with
the bat as his famed trio of counterparts,
but many reckon he was the meanest
bowler of them all and could play
blistering knocks from time to time, if not
with the same regularity as Kapil and
Botham.

They were succeeded by Jacques Kallis,
who many consider the premier
all-rounder in cricket, with due respect to
Gar�eld Sobers, the aforementioned
quartet and numerous others. The
versatile South African amassed more
than 11,500 runs in Tests (13,289) and
ODIs and stacked up 292 Test wickets and
273 ODI scalps. In Tests, largely in the
slips, he sna�ed 200 catches, and
grabbed 131 in ODIs. He was equally adept
at bowling with the new ball and coming
on �rst- or second-change, and he almost
exclusively batted in the top order. Even
the other great all-rounders will
concur that Kallis is right
up there with the best,
if not the best itself.

India might not
have a seaming
all-rounder in
Tests, but in the
larger all-rounder
category, they are
reasonably well
covered when it
comes to the �ve-day
format. In R. Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja and
Axar Patel, they have
three wonderful
exponents of spin who
are extremely capable

with the bat. Ashwin’s batting has fallen
o� a little internationally in recent times
though he does boast �ve Test hundreds.
Jadeja and Axar, both left-handers, aren’t
just bi�ers of the ball down the order. So
much has the former’s batting come on
that India have used him at No. 4 even
overseas to make the most of his
left-handedness, and Jadeja hasn’t
disappointed.

Axar’s versatility means even if he bats
at 7 or 8 in Tests, he is adept at batting
higher up in limited-overs cricket – like he
showed at the T20 World Cup in June –
and playing according to the situation.

This trio gives Rohit Sharma plenty of
options during a home Test, and while it
will be impossible to �t all of them into
the XI when India play outside the
sub-continent, the think-tank can rest
easy in the knowledge that even if one of
the premier all-rounders were to be
rendered unavailable for one reason or
the other, they have various other fallback
options. It’s a great luxury to possess, as
was evident during the home series
against England early this year, and as will
be obvious when India play �ve Tests in
their own backyard between September
and November, �rst against Bangladesh
and then against New Zealand.

Like Rohit and Virat Kohli, Jadeja
announced his retirement from
international T20s less than 24 hours after
India defeated South Africa in the �nal of
the T20 World Cup in Bridgetown towards
the end of June. Jadeja is still available for

ODIs, but already, signs are that in
20-overs cricket, India have a

couple of promising names to
bank on.

Vital cogs
Pandya, Dube, Jadeja and
Axar were key to India’s
undefeated march through
the World Cup draw in the
Americas. Without Jadeja,
now the spotlight is trained
on Washington Sundar and
Riyan Parag, who were both
impressive during the short

tour of Sri Lanka straddling July

and August. Washington started o� as a
top-order batter who has now been
pigeonholed as an o�-spinner who can
weigh in with good runs lower down.

Win-win
Parag is very much a batter �rst, but in
both the T20Is and on his ODI debut
earlier this month, showed great craft and
control with his varied mix of the
o�-break and the leg-break. It’s to the
credit of the decision-makers that they
have got Parag to bowl a fair bit; for Parag
to have an additional string to his bow
means he will have a slight edge over his
nearest batting competitors, of whom
there are many. Talk of a win-win.

Sometimes, when you don’t have what
you need, you must �nd a way around it
and one of those ways is to get specialist
batters to chip in with a few overs. That
might not be enough to earn them the
label of an all-rounder, but to have the
insurance of a few overs from one or two
top-order batters is never a bad thing.
India were fortunate for much of the
2000s and beyond to be able to get
multiple and successful overs from
Tendulkar, Virender Sehwag, Ganguly
and Yuvraj Singh, all top-order batters but
de�nitely more than just part-time
bowlers. Between them, they had more
than 450 ODI scalps – only Ganguly of this
foursome had fewer than 100 wickets.
What would Rohit not give to have two
such multi-skilled players in his ranks
now?

In addition to Pandya and Dube, India
have one other possible seam-up
all-rounder in the making, a 21-year-old
from Visakhapatnam answering to the
name of Nitish Kumar Reddy. Nitish has
played 17 First Class and 22 List A
(domestic 50-over) games, but it wasn’t
until he exploded with the bat primarily
for Sunrisers Hyderabad in IPL 2024 that
he forced a majority of the cricket-lovers
in India to sit up and take notice.

Nitish is a clean striker of the ball but
he isn’t just that; he is situationally aware
and has multiple gears to his batting. He is
also a brisk fast-medium bowler with a
good head on his shoulders. Reward for
his exploits during SRH’s wonderful run
to the �nal came in the form of a maiden
T20I call-up for the �ve-match series in
Zimbabwe last month, but an injury
sustained at the fast bowlers’ camp at the
National Cricket Academy in Bengaluru
not long before the team’s departure
meant his joy was short-lived.

Nitish will be back, of course. He is on
the radar of the selection panel and the
team’s brains’ trust; Rohit, new T20I
skipper Suryakumar Yadav and head
coach Gautam Gambhir will be
monitoring his progress closely alongside
the selectors, and it shouldn’t be long
before Nitish makes his India debut,
which ideally should be a means to an
end, not an end in itself.

Thankfully, no one has started talking
about Nitish being the next Kapil. Let him
be. Let him be Nitish Kumar Reddy. As
we have established, they don’t make
them like Kapil Dev anymore.

Should the next Kapil 
really stand up?

The void that the ‘Haryana Hurricane’ left when he retired is perhaps best left alone. Laxmi Ratan Shukla, Ajit Agarkar and Irfan Pathan, among others, were all bracketed in the ‘next Kapil’ category.

But none of them came close to matching the man himself, for no one can ever be as wholesome a package as Kapil Dev

THE GIST

�

In India, there is hardly anyone
who can bowl seam-up, a far
cry for about a decade from
1996 when Sourav Ganguly
and, if the mood seized him,
Sachin Tendulkar would mark
out a run-up and tease batters
with their skill

�

Hardik Pandya could have
gone on to make a di�erence
with his power-packed batting
and his intelligent fast bowling,
but a frail and protesting body
means he is unlikely to add to
his Test appearances

�

In the larger all-rounder
category, India is reasonably
well covered when it comes to
the five-day format. In R.
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja and
Axar Patel, it has three
wonderful exponents of spin
who are extremely capable
with the bat

�

Of late, India has tried the likes
of Shivam Dube, Washington
Sundar and Riyan Parag for the
all-rounders’ role. Also on the
radar is Nitish Kumar Reddy,
who shone for SRH in the
recent IPL

R. Kaushik

Big shoes to fill: India has Shivam Dube, Hardik Pandya, right, and possibly Nitish Kumar Reddy, centre, to don the seaming all-rounder’s garb in limited-overs internationals. AP, K.R. DEEPAK & GETTY IMAGES
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SCIENCE

For feedback and suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to

science@thehindu.co.in with the

subject ‘Daily page’

An infographic of a rat with a
preposterously large penis. Another
showing human legs with way too many
bones. An introduction that starts:
“Certainly, here is a possible introduction
for your topic.”

These are a few of the most egregious
examples of arti�cial intelligence that
have recently made their way into
scienti�c journals, shining a light on the
wave of AI-generated text and images
washing over the academic publishing
industry.

Several experts who track down
problems in studies told AFP that the rise
of AI has turbocharged the existing
problems in the multi-billion-dollar
sector.

All the experts emphasised that AI
programmes such as ChatGPT can be a
helpful tools for writing or translating
papers if thoroughly checked and
disclosed.

But that was not the case for several
recent cases that somehow snuck past
peer review. Earlier this year, a clearly
AI-generated graphic of a rat with
impossibly huge genitals was shared
widely on social media. It was published
in a journal of academic giant Frontiers,
which later retracted the study.

Another study was retracted last
month for an AI graphic showing legs
with odd multi-jointed bones that
resembled hands.

While these examples were images, it is
thought to be ChatGPT, a chatbot
launched in November 2022, that has
most changed how the world’s
researchers present their �ndings.

Such embarrassing examples are rare
and would be unlikely to make it through
the peer review process at the most
prestigious journals, several experts told

AFP.
It isn’t always easy to spot the use of AI.

But one clue is that ChatGPT tends to
favour certain words.

Andrew Gray, a librarian at University
College London, trawled through millions
of papers searching for the overuse of
words such as ‘meticulous’, ‘intricate’, or
‘commendable.’

He determined that at least 60,000
papers involved the use of AI in 2023,
over 1% of the annual total.

“For 2024, we are going to see very
signi�cantly increased numbers,” Gray
said.

Meanwhile, more than 13,000 papers
were retracted last year, by far the most in
history, according to the US-based group
Retraction Watch.

AI has allowed the bad actors in
scienti�c publishing and academia to
“industrialise the over�ow” of “junk”
papers, Retraction Watch co-founder Ivan
Oransky said.

Such bad actors include paper mills:
“scammers” that sell authorship to
researchers, pumping out vast amounts of
very poor quality, plagiarised or fake
papers, said Elisabeth Bik, a Dutch
researcher who detects scienti�c image
manipulation. And as AI opens the
�oodgates, she added, paper mills’ output
is “exploding.”

Oransky emphasised that the problem
was not just paper mills, but a broader
academic culture that pushes researchers
to “publish or perish.” The insatiable
demand for ever-more papers piles
pressure on academics who are ranked by
their output, creating a “vicious cycle,” he
said.

Scientists
brace for ‘�ood
of junk’ papers
written by AI 

ChatGPT tends to favour certain words, giving

away its use. JONATHAN KEMPER/UNSPLASH 

More than 13,000 papers were
retracted last year, by far the
most in history, according to the
US-based group Retraction Watch

Agence France Presse

M
athematics always interested
18-year-old Ananda Bhaduri.
Growing up in Guwahati, he
spent his formative years

learning topics not generally covered in
school curricula. Last year, he dove into
the expansive archives of mathematics
problems on the internet, carefully
curating the hardest ones and solving
them — sometimes in solitude, and other
times at online meetings with his friends.

When the results of the International
Mathematics Olympiad (IMO) were
declared earlier this year in July, Mr.
Bhaduri was overjoyed when he found he
had won a gold medal.

Mr. Bhaduri was a part of a six-member
Indian team that created history at the
IMO this year. He and three other
members of the team won gold medals,
one bagged a silver, and one received an
honourable mention. Together, the Indian
team ranked fourth among teams from
108 participating countries — the
country’s highest rank in the olympiad
since its debut participation in 1989.

Tales of mathematical prowess often
rely on tropes of prodigious talent. But in
this case, the success story banks on
meticulous practice and a cross-cultural
collaboration.

The olympiad
The IMO is the oldest of the international
science olympiads — annual international
science competitions that attract
pre-university students from around the
world. Since 1959, when the �rst edition
of the IMO was held in Romania, the
olympiad has acquired a somewhat
mythical status. Many of its medallists
have eventually become notable
mathematicians, with some even winning
the Fields Medal, mathematics’ equivalent
of the Nobel Prize.

Terence Tao, widely regarded as one of
the greatest mathematicians alive and a
Fields Medallist, and the late Maryam
Mirzakhani, the �rst woman to win the
medal, were both IMO medallists.

Every year, more than a hundred
countries send a team of six contestants
to the IMO. Accompanying them is a team
leader, a deputy leader, and a group of
observers. This year, the IMO was held in
Bath in the U.K.

The Indian team this year consisted of
Adhitya Mangudy Venkata Ganesh (from
Pune), Bhaduri (Guwahati), Kanav Talwar
(Noida), Rushil Mathur (Mumbai), Arjun
Gupta (Delhi), and Siddharth Choppara
(Pune). The �rst four won gold medals,
while Gupta won the silver; Choppara
received the honourable mention for his
performance.

Krishnan Sivasubramanian, professor
of mathematics at IIT Bombay, and Rijul
Saini, a visitor at the Homi Bhabha Centre
for Science Education, Mumbai, were the
leader and deputy leader of the team
respectively. The two observers were
Rohan Goyal, an undergraduate student
at the Chennai Mathematical Institute,
and Mainak Ghosh, a postdoctoral fellow
at the Indian Statistical Institute,
Bengaluru.

A di�erent exam
While competitive examinations are not
new for science students in India, the IMO
sets itself apart both in its format and its
syllabus. Unlike competitive examinations
like the IIT-Joint Entrance Examination
( JEE), where the focus is on solving a
large number of problems in a limited
amount of time, the IMO has only six
problems of increasing di�culty that
participants solve over two days.
Successfully solving a problem counts for
7 marks, giving every participant a
maximum of 42 marks to score in the

olympiad.The problems come from topics
that are typically covered in school (e.g.
algebra and combinatorics) as well as
those that are not, like number theory.

Algebra is the study of variables of
unspeci�ed values (typically x and y) and
their manipulation through mathematical
operations (like x2 + y). Number theory is
the branch of mathematics concerned
with the properties of whole numbers (1,
2, 3, 4, …) and arithmetic operations on
them. Combinatorics — including
permutations and combinations — deals
with the ways objects can be counted,
selected, and arranged.

Notably, the IMO’s contestants are not
required to have knowledge of calculus.
The idea behind the problems, as the
Wikipedia entry on the IMO states, is to
create “an incentive to �nd elegant,
deceptively simple-looking solutions
which nevertheless require a certain level
of ingenuity”.

Making the cut
Mr. Bhaduri’s tryst with the mathematics
olympiad happened four years ago when
he appeared for the �rst time in the
Indian Olympiad Quali�er for
Mathematics (IOQM). Passing the IOQM is
the �rst step in making it to the eventual
team of six that will represent the country
at the IMO.

The next step is the Regional Math
Olympiad (RMO), a three-hour exam in
which participants solve six problems of
“high level of di�culty and
sophistication,” per the Homi Bhabha
Centre for Science Education (HBCSE),
the Mumbai-based institution that
coordinates the selection and training of
olympiad participants in India. Those
selected from the RMO �nally appear for
the Indian National Math Olympiad
(INMO).

Around 65 top performers of the INMO
are selected to attend the International
Mathematics Olympiad Training Camp
(IMOTC). Here, several established
mathematicians gather to strengthen
students’ understanding of mathematical
concepts and to train them in
problem-solving.

While Mr. Bhaduri’s �rst attempt in
2020 got him selected to attend the
IMOTC, the COVID-19 pandemic threw a
spanner in the plans. When he was
selected once again to attend the camp at
the Chennai Mathematical Institute earlier
this year, he was expectedly excited.

When he attended the camp, his

excitement soared. “It was the best
experience of my life,” he told this
reporter.In their time at the IMOTC,
participants take several selection tests
and the six top performers are selected to
represent the country at the IMO. Before
the team departs for the IMO venue, the
HBCSE holds another training
programme for the team for 8-10 days.

The secret to success
Prithwijit De, associate professor at the
HBCSE and the national coordinator of
the mathematics olympiad programme,
said that when students arrive at the
IMOTC, they often already have a strong
grasp on foundational concepts in
mathematics. “This is probably because
they have access to multiple sources on
the internet,” he said. So the training
camp trains students in topics they
generally don’t encounter in their school
syllabi, and places them in a regimen of
practicing di�cult problems of the type
expected in the IMO.

What about this year’s preparation
made team India’s historic success
possible? According to Dr. De, this is
explained — at least partly — by the
collaborative e�orts between the Indian
and Iranian olympiad teams while
preparing the candidates.

For the �rst time, trainers from the two
countries jointly prepared questions for
practice tests that the two countries’ IMO
candidates then took together. This
“cross-cultural collaboration”, as Dr. De
put it, was inspired by collaborative
e�orts between other olympiad teams. He
gave the example of teams from the U.K.
and Hungary, who he said “have been
training together for a long time now”.

That said, Dr. De said it might not be
possible to delineate which individual
aspects of the training contributed to the
candidates’ performance. This is because
many of the candidates at the IMOTC
have already independently trained for

olympiads before coming to the camp.
For instance, Mr. Venkata Ganesh,

another IMO gold medallist this year, has
attributed his success to his training
under M. Prakash, the founder of the
Pune-based M. Prakash Institute that
trains students for both competitive
exams like the IIT-JEE and the olympiads.

“I don’t know what percentage of our
training helped them and what
percentage of this cross-cultural training
helped them. It’s very hard to distinguish
between the e�ects of all these factors,”
Dr. De said. “But this year, we tried
something di�erent.”

Keeping it up
Other countries have shown interest in
collaborating with the olympiad
programme in India to train their
candidates jointly, according to Dr. De. As
a result the Indian team is planning to
both continue its existing collaboration
with the Iranian team as well as to expand
the repertoire of collaborations.

A detailed training plan for this year is
also being charted out by a “dynamic
group full of young people,” Dr. De said.

The HBCSE also plans to increase the
participation of girls in the IMO. The lack
of women in this year’s team re�ects a
larger trend at the olympiad where less
than 10% of participants between 2000
and 2021 were women.

In response, the U.K. launched the
European Girls Mathematical Olympiad
(EGMO) in 2012, opening it up eventually
to more than 50 countries around the
world. Each country can send a
four-member team to participate in the
EGMO.

India debuted at the EGMO in 2015 and
struggled to send a four-member team to
the competition. It is only in the last
“three or four editions”, Dr. De said, “that
we have had a full-strength team.”

A group of 16 girls has already been
selected for the EGMO training camp
slated for December this year at the
Chennai Mathematical Institute. From this
group, a team of four will be selected to
represent the country in EGMO 2025. “We
hope that this will inspire more girls to
come forward and take interest in the
IMO,” Dr. De added.

(The author thanks inputs by Vivek
Tewary.

Sayantan Datta is a science journalist
and a faculty member at Krea University.
They tweet at @queersprings.
dattasayantan95@gmail.com)
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From left: Mainak Ghosh, Arjun Gupta, Adhitya Mangudy Venkata Ganesh, Rushil Mathur, Siddharth Choppara, Kanav Talwar, Ananda Bhaduri, and Rijul Saini.
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The IMO is the oldest of the
international science olympiads that
attract pre-university students from
around the world. Many of its
medallists have become notable
mathematicians, with some winning
the Fields Medal
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The Indian delegation to the 12th European Girls Mathematical Olympiad, held from April 13-19, 2023,

(EGM 02023) in Slovenia. From left: Rohan Goyal, Bhavya Sree N. Naga, Sunaina Pati, Gunjan Aggrawal,

Sanjana Chaklo, Dr. Aditi Phadke. HOMI BHABHA CENTRE FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
The Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education in Mumbai. HBCSE
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