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Facing criticism,
Govt withdraws
new draft of

broadcast Bill

Draft expands remit to include social
media accounts, content creators

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

THE MINISTRY of Information
and Broadcasting is learnt to
have withdrawn the new draft
Broadcasting Services
(Regulation) Bill, 2024, which
triggered a controversy and crit-
icism over fears that the govern-
ment was trying to exert greater
control over online content. The
draft Bill had raised several ques-
tions on the freedom of speech
and expression, and the govern-
ment’s powers to regulate it.

Last month, the ministry had
shared the new draft Bill with a
handful of stakeholders and in-
vited their comments.

Atleast three sources, includ-
ing a senior government official
and two industry executives,
confirmed to The Indian Express
that the ministry has now asked
the stakeholders to return the
draft Bill. The stakeholders re-

The key
I.criticism

EXPLAINED

THE NEW draft Bill faced
criticism for including in-
dependent online news
creators within its ambit
— seen as government
overreach. The ministry
is now expected to re-
work and fine-tune the
definition of who can be
called a broadcaster.

ceived a call from the ministry to
return their copies of the draft
Bill, said sources.

The ministry is expected to
go back to the drawing board
and work on a new proposal,
said sources.

The ministry did not respond
torequests foracommenton the
issue. But, in a statement posted
on X at night, the ministry
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

Protesters marched to R G Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata on Monday. Partha Paul

Doctor’s rape-murder: Protests
swell, CM sets cops a deadline

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,AUGUST 12

DOCTORS’ PROTESTS over the
rape and murder of a junior doc-
tor at a state-run medical college
in Kolkata intensified on
Monday evening after the princi-
pal of the medical college, who
had resigned earlier in the day,
was immediately deputed to an-
other institution in the city.

Earlier in the day, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said that if the state po-
lice are unable to solve the case
by Sunday, it would be handed
over to the CBL

A 31-year-old junior doctor

ATTACKS MAINLY IN BANGLADESH RURAL, BORDER AREAS

5 dead, 200 incidents: Fear grips
Hindus, leaders meet Yunus today

Police in hiding, their absence gives attackers a free run

id EXPRESS
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SHUBHAJIT ROY
DHAKA, AUGUST 12

ON AUGUST 5, Gopal
Rajbongshi, who runs Manda
Pharmacy in Dhaka, was at
home when he saw visuals of
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina leaving the coun-
try. He rounded up his staff at the
store, told them to shut shop and
head home.

By 4.30 pm, a group of peo-
ple vandalised his pharmacy:
they broke open the shutters,

P4

MANISH

SISODIA
FORMER DELHI
DEPUTY CM

To match Paris 2024,
Los Angeles faces
Mission Impossible

Tom Cruise at the Olympics closing ceremony. Reuters

Graffiti by students on a Dhaka wall. It reads: ‘Dhormo jar jar,
Bangladesh sobar (Bangladesh is for all faiths).’ Shubhajit Roy

looted the medicines, the com-
puter system, and cash of about
Rs 27,000 (inlocal currency).
“My shop had medicines and
equipment worth about Rs 21.5

lakh, they took away every-
thing,” he told The Indian Express.
He was terrified as he heard
the mob was “looking for me,”
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PROTESTS SPREAD

RESIDENT DOCTORS in
Delhi Monday joined the
strike, affecting services
at several hospitals.
AIIMS Delhi saw a 20%
reduction in registrations
inits OPD.

IN SEVERAL other cities,
resident doctors held
candlelight vigils. In
Maharashtra, resident
doctors announced an
indefinite strike from
Tuesday.

REPORTS,PAGES4,12

was found dead in a seminar hall
at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata on Friday,
sending shockwaves through
the state and prompting a
protest by doctors at several hos-
pitals. Police have arrested a civic
volunteer, Sanjay Roy, in connec-
tion with the case.

The Chief Minister on
Monday met the family of the
doctor, and later told reporters:
“We are trying our best to solve
the case. I don’t know how this
type of incident can happen at a
hospital. Police are giving utmost
importance to the investigation.
If there are more accused, and all
are not arrested by Sunday, we

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

After five years, retail
inflation falls below 4%
— 10 3.54% in July

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

AFTER REMAINING above the 4
per cent mark for nearly five
years, retail inflation slipped toa
59-month low of 3.54 per cent
inJuly mainly due to a high base
effect, data released by the
National Statistical Office (NSO)
showed Monday. The last time
retail inflation rate was below
the 4 per cent mark — akey level
in the 4+/- 2 per cent band of
medium-term inflation target
set by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) — was in September 2019.

Food inflation rate also
slipped to a 13-month low of
5.42 per cent in July, from 9.36
per cent in June. Food inflation
has hovered between 8-9 per
cent during the last eight

months as prices of vegetables,
cereals and pulses have stayed
consistently elevated. On a
month-on-month basis, how-
ever, the Consumer Price Index
(combined), on which retail in-
flationis based, gained momen-
tum across the categories of
food, clothing, housing and the
overall index value. According to
analysts, retail inflation is ex-
pected to breach the 4 per cent
mark in August 2024, stoked by
food inflation.

Data released separately
showed the country’s factory
output for June, as measured by
the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), eased to a five-
month low of 4.2 per cent,
mainly due to a slower growth
in manufacturing output.

The lower inflation rate has
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NEW HINDENBURG REPORT

As Opp seeks JPC probe, BJP
hits back: Fictitious report,
bid to destabilise markets

Concerned person, regulator have made their statements,
nothing further to be added by Govt: Finance Ministry

LIZMATHEW
& VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

COUNTERING ALLEGATIONS by
US-based Hindenburg Research
regarding SEBI Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch and Adani
Group, the BJP Monday rejected
the Opposition's demand for a
Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) probe.

Ata press conference held at
the BJP headquarters, senior
party leader and former Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
slammed the Congress demand

GOVT & POLITICS

WILLLAUNCHSTIRIF
JPCPROBE DEMAND

NOTMET: CONGRESS
PAGE 6

for a JPC probe, accusing the
Opposition party of “seeking for-
eign help to discredit (and)
destabilise our financial markets
and to create chaos in the coun-
try... by spreading anarchy on a
fictitious report”.

“Any Tom, Dick and Harry sit-
ting in a foreign country will seek

to destabilise India and they (the
Congress)will say ‘JPC’. They will
belittle India’s investors. They
will belittle India’s stock market.
That is their game. The JPC de-
mand is a sham,” Prasad said.

In its first official reaction to
the Hindenburg allegations, the
Union Ministry of Finance said it
had nothing to add after the SEBI
and Buch had issued their state-
ments. Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth told re-
porters: “The SEBI has given a
statement. The concerned per-
son has given a statement. [ have
nothing further to add.”
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From Vinod Adani to SEBI chief
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Fund Buch couple invested in part
of structure under Sebi probe

JAY MAZOOMDAR
& SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, AUG 12

MAURITIUS-BASED IPE Plus
Fund 1, which is at the centre of
the controversy surrounding
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch and her husband Dhaval
Buch, not only had investments
by Vinod Adani, elder brother of
industrialist Gautam Adani, but
was also part of the investment

structure used by two of the 13
overseas funds being probed by
the market regulator for opaque
fund flows into Adani Group
companies since 2016-17.
Information from multiple
sources, including corporate
records accessed by The Indian
Express, the consortium of
Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project (OCCRP) and
additional information made
available by  US-based
Hindenburg Research, show that

the investments by Madhabi
Puri Buch and her husband in
2015, are clearly linked to the
fund which had significant in-
vestments by Vinod Adani.

A scrutiny of the web of
funds and investments also re-
veals that the parent fund
(Global Opportunities Fund) of
the sub-fund (Global Dynamic
Opportunities Fund) where
Buch invested, was administered
by Trident Trust Company
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THE EXPi?ESS
INTERVIEW

EXPRESSAT
OLYMPICS

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, AUGUST 12

TOM CRUISE abseils from the
roof, sprints towards the stage,
picks up the Olympic flag from
Simone Biles and zooms out of
the Stade de France on a
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FROM PAGE ONE
Facing criticism for ‘overreach’, Govt

withdraws draft broadcast Bill

referred to an earlier draft Bill
placed in public domain in
November last year,and said it “is
holding a series of consultations
with the stakeholders” and is of-
fering them “further additional
time” till October 15 toissue their
comments. “A fresh draft will be
published after detailed consul-
tations,” it said.

The ministry’s statement,
however, did not mention the
new draft Bill which was shared
with a few stakeholders last
month, inawatermarked format
to prevent any leak, and the fact
that it has asked them to return
these copies.

The statement has confused
stakeholders, especially those
who were not part of the group
with which the government
shared the 2024 version of the
draft Bill. “Are we supposed to
send our comments on the
November 2023 version of the
now withdrawn draft, because a
copy was never formally shared
with us,” said a person from the
industry, requesting anonymity.

The Bill, which sought to re-
place the 1995 Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, deals
with television broadcasting. In
November last year, the ministry
had invited comments on a draft

Bill that consolidated the legal
framework for the broadcasting
sector and extended it to OTT
content and digital news and cur-
rent affairs as well. However, the
new draft Bill, shared privately
with some stakeholders last
month, significantly altered the
focus of the 2023 draft Bill.

The new draft Bill came under
intense criticism after it ex-
panded its remit from OTT con-
tent and digital news to include
social media accounts and online
video creators, sought to define a
“digital news broadcaster” in
sweeping terms to include inde-
pendent content creators, and
proposed prior registration with
the government.

There was pushback from in-
dependent content creators pub-
licly, and big tech companies pri-
vately, over fears of government
overreach.

The Indian Express has learnt
that amajor difference of opinion
emerged within the bureaucracy
of the ministry on whether the
Bill should apply to non-news on-
line content creators. As per the
draft Bill, such creators would
have fallen under the category of
OTT broadcasters. This is one of
the reasons why the government
wants to rework the contours of

e Doctor’s rape-murder: Protests on,

will hand over the case to the CBI
—even though their successrateis
low.”

On the same day, the principal
of RG Kar Medical College, Sandip
Ghosh, resigned from his post. “I
am being defamed on social me-
dia. Some people are spreading
false accusations against me.
Students are being provoked to
seek my removal. The deceased
doctor was like my child, and I
want the guilty to be punished. As
a parent, I am resigning,” he said.
He was then deputed as principal
of Calcutta National Medical
College (CNMC).

Protesting doctors, whose de-
mands included the resignation
of the principal as well as other top
officials of the medical college,

were angered by the decision to
depute him to another institution.
They said they would not allow
Ghosh to take charge as CNMC
principal.

At around 6 pm Monday,
thousands of doctors, nurses,
paramedical staff, and others
reached RG Kar Medical College,
carrying placards demanding jus-
tice for the victim. Later, doctors
and students from CNMC also
held a rally to RG Kar demanding
that Ghosh be removed from his
new post at their college.

On Sunday night, protesting
doctors from state-run medical
colleges across West Bengal had
announced they would suspend
emergency services fromMonday
onwards.

the Bill, said sources.

The latest draft sought to de-
fine “digital news broadcasters”
toinclude “publisher of news and
current affairs content”, which
means any person who broad-
casts news and current affairs
programmes through an online
paper, news portal, website, so-
cial media intermediary, or other
similar medium as part of a sys-
tematic business, professional or
commercial activity but exclud-
ing replica e-papers.

This definition could include
userson YouTube, Instagram, and
even X, who generate advertising
revenue through paid subscrip-
tions or monetise their social me-
dia accounts through affiliate ac-
tivities.

It allowed the government to
specify a threshold for the num-
ber of subscribers or viewers for
OTT broadcasters, who would
then have to intimate it of their
existence and operationsand also
adhere to a programme code and
an advertisement code.

These online content creators
would have to set up a content
evaluation committee (CEC),and
“strive to make” the committee
diverse by including individuals
with knowledge of different so-
cial groups, women, child welfare,

CM sets deadline for police

The Chief Minister said the po-
lice have been ordered to identify
the culprits, “whoever they are”.

“They will be tried in a fast-
track court, and we will demand
the death penalty for them. Police
will be in constant touch with the
family,” she said.

Banerjee also mentioned the
action already taken by the gov-
ernment, which on Sunday re-
moved hospital superintendent
Sanjay Vashisth. Kolkata police
hasalso removed the ACP-rank of-
ficerwhowasin charge of thearea
concerned.

During her meeting with the
family, the CM was accompanied
by Kolkata Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal.

After the meeting, Goyal said,

ment.

live events, animation for chil-

dren, and other programmes that |
. Hasina government on August 5.

the government may designate.

TheBill also sought tovalidate |
the “Code of Ethics” prescribed |
Information |
(Intermediary |
Guidelines and Digital Media |
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which |
has been stayed by the Bombay |
High Court and the Madras High |
. ernment
Earlier, a senior government |
official had said a key reason be- |
hind the significant expansion of |
scope in the current draft Bill, as |
compared to the versionthatwas |
released for public consultation |
in November 2023, was the “role |
a number of independent con- |
tent creators played intherun-up |
. of Hindus and all other minority
_ | communities” who have come
. under attack.

under the
Technology

Court.

to the 2024 Lok Sabha polls”.

and have a connection or involve-

“We are certain that in the
next four-five days, if there are

more culprits, we will be able to |

arrest them. If even after that, the
family is not satisfied (with the
probe), then whatever Madam
(Banerjee) has said will happen,”
he said.

my life and my family,” said
Rajbongshi.

Rajbongshi is one of many
from the Hindu minority commu-

faced attacksin the last week since
a beleaguered Hasina fled after
more than 16 years of rule in the
face of angry protesters marching
towards her home.

Two organisations of minor-
ity communities reported
Saturday that there had been at
least 205 incidents of attacks on
members of Hindu community in
52 districts since the fall of the

They held protests over the week-
end as well.

Bangladesh Hindu, Buddhist,
Christian Unity Council and
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad, the two groups repre-
senting the minority community;,
will meet head of the interim gov-
chief  advisor
Muhammad Yunus Tuesday,
community leaders told The
Indian Express.

That meeting is keenly antici-
pated. On August 8, as Yunus was
sworn in, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had extended his
best wishes to him urging him to
ensure “the safety and protection

This direct reference to the

- safety of Hindus and other mi-
“All those who were near the PO |

(place of occurrence of the crime) | . . .
e Retail inflation dips to 5-yr low
ment are being summoned. We |
have already started a helpline |
number. Doctors can anony- |
mously call to tell us if they sus- |
pect someone and why.Theycan |
come and talk to us physically |
too.” He said police would stay in |
constant touch and share infor- |
mation regarding the progress of |
the investigation with the family. |

come after the RBI kept the repo
rate unchanged for the ninth time
inarow last week. After the mon-
etary policy review Thursday, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das had
alsoraised concern about food in-
flation, saying that food inflation
pressures cannot be ignored given
the high share of food in the con-
sumption basket.

Among food items, inflation
rate of vegetables eased to 6.83 per
cent in July from 29.32 per cent,
while cereals and products infla-
tion stood at 8.14 per cent in July
asagainst 8.75 per centin the pre-

' vious month. Pulses inflation re-

norities in Bangladesh underlined
Delhi’s expectations from the new
players in Dhaka.

Basudeb Dhar, president of
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad,and one of the top Hindu
minority leaders said: “There have
been incidents of attacks on mi-
norities after August 5, and we
have got reports of five deaths so
far. There is a sense of foreboding
and uncertainty in the commu-
nity, so we are meeting Prof Yunus
tomorrow. The numbers of those
being attacked have increased
since we last got our reports of
205.”

Dr Neem Chandra Bhowmik,
president of Bangladesh Hindu,
Buddhist, Christian Unity Council
said, “We have been getting re-
ports of vandalism, intimidation
and threats on telephone from 52
of the 64 districts; the number is
dynamic, and even today, I got a
callabout anincident, we are con-
stantly trying to verify them.”

Yet, both admit there hasbeen
“some improvement” over the
last couple of days. Dhar said that
in many places, local Muslim
groups are taking the “initiative”
of protecting some Hindu tem-
ples, including the Dhakeshwari
temple in Dhaka. “These are pos-
itive developments and will help
secure the peace,” Dhar said.

While Dhaka has witnessed
some attacks including
Rajbongshi’s, most have hap-
pened in villages and in the hin-
terland, especially in the border
areas. The major challenge, com-
munity leaders said, has been to
verify these reports. One key rea-
son is the absence of the police
over thelast week — most of them

mained in double digits at 14.77
per cent in July; it was 16.07 per
cent in June. The retail inflation
surge is mainly triggered by
higher food inflation, with food
and beverages carrying a weight
of around 46 per cent in the CPL
“Food inflation has come
down to 5.4 per cent which is
more due to a base effect rather
than falling prices. The major pain
points remain in the cereals and
pulses basket. While inflation
numbers may come down due to
this effect, the new crop will en-
ter only post-September, which
will determine the future course

have abandoned the police sta-
tions for fear of retribution by the
student protestors. Result: no po-
lice FIRs or complaints could be
made inmany cases,and the com-
munity was left defencelessin the
absence of law-enforcement per-
sonnel.

Lastweek, English newspaper
The Daily Star reported that Hindu
houses and business establish-
ments were attacked by mobs
while their valuables were looted
inatleast 27 districts. Bengali daily
Prothom Alo also reported that a
former school teacher, a Hindu,
had been killed and his wife and
daughter were severely injuredin
an attack at their home in
Bagerhat.

These reports have reinforced
asense of insecurity and forebod-
ingamong the Hindu community
which, at about 8 per cent, is the
largest minority populationin the
country of 170 million people.

About (91.04%) of
Bangladeshis are Muslims, and
the remaining 9 percent has
Hindus at (7.95%), Buddhists
(0.61%) and Christians (0.30%)
and others (0.12%) as per the
2022 census.

Thereisalsoa political dimen-
sion to the issue. Speaking to The
Indian Express, a Hindu minority
leader said that many of the Hindu
families were targeted for being
politically affiliated with the
Awami League; some were at-
tacked because people were look-
ing foran “opportunity” in the ab-
sence of law and order; and they
looted and robbed households.
There were some incidents that
were traced back to old property
disputes as well.

of price movements,” Madan
Sabnavis, Chief Economist, Bank
of Baroda, said. Economists are of
the view that the slow pace of dis-
inflation has delayed rate cuts by
RBI and the process may get
slowed further as inflation rate is
expected toagainrise above4 per
centin the next two months, with
even the RBI forecasting 4.4 per
cent inflation in Q2 with food in-
flation as the major driving force.

The Consumer Food Price
Index-based inflation eased to 5.42
per centin July from 9.36 per cent
in June, coming on the high base
of 11.51 per centin July 2023.Rural
food inflation stood at 5.89 per cent
inJuly, higher than urban food in-
flation of 4.63 per cent. Fuel and

o5 dead, 200 incidents: Fear grips Hindus, leaders meet Yunus today

- since he also doubles up as the
. head of alocal Durga temple com-
- mittee. He fled his home, with his
. wife, 11-year-old son and a year-
. olddaughter and has beenin hid-
- ing for the last one week. “I have
- lostmoney, butldon'twanttolose
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled |
Tribes and minorities. Thenames |
of people in their CECwould have |
to be shared with the govern- |
. nity in Bangladesh, who have

Creators would be allowedto |
only run programmes which are |
certified by the CEC. However, |
such certification would not be |
required for programmes thatare |
already certified for public view- |
ing in India by a statutory body, |
educational programmes, news |
and current affairs programmes, |

“Since there were no police-
men at the police stations, some
of these miscreants gota free run.
They took advantage and looted
the people, especially vulnerable
minorities,” said Kishore Kumar
Roy, an advocate and a Hindu mi-
nority leader.

Mindful of this growing chal-
lenge and aware that any escala-
tion will cast a shadow on the
transition, Yunus has called for the
protection of the minority com-
munity in the country.

He has urged students to step
up and ensure this. The Daily Star
quoted him as saying, “You have
been able to save the country.
Can't you save some families?"

He called upon the students to
protect all Hindu, Christian, and
Buddhist families. You must say
no one can harm them. They are
my brothers. We fought together,
and we will stay together."

Last week, heads of European
Union missions in Bangladesh had
also expressed their “concerns”
about reported incidents of at-
tacks on the people and temples
of minority communities in the
country.

In a deeply divided country,
thereis no escaping the polarised
atmosphere in the wake of
Sheikh Hasina'’s fall. There have
been reports in a section of the
local media and many social me-
dia posts downplaying the at-
tacks on minorities, even calling
some incidents “rumours.”
Supporters of Awami League,
however, alleged that the main-
stream media in Bangladesh
have not been showing the “ex-
tent of atrocities on minorities
and their party leaders.”

light segment recorded adeflation
of 5.48 per centinJuly as againsta
deflation of 3.66 per cent in June,
primarily due to base effect.

Core inflation — non-food,
non-fuel segment — inched up
marginally to 3.4 per cent in July,
as compared to 3.1 per cent in
June. However, it is “too early to
term it as demand revival”, Paras
Jasrai, Senior Analyst, India Ratings
said. “Retail inflation is expected
to breach the 4% mark in August,
mainly due to food inflation. The
coreinflationin August 2024 is ex-
pected toremain the same asJuly
2024 at 3.4%.Based on currentin-
flationary and growth trends, Ind-
Ra does not expect any change in
policy rates/ stance in FY25.”
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NIRF RANKINGS

here do DU colleges

stand? Hindu tops list

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

DELHI UNIVERSITY’S Hindu
College has this year bagged the
first position, pushing DU'’s
Miranda House to the second
spot, in the college-wise rankings
of the ninth edition of the annual
list released by the National
Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) on Monday.

Four other DU colleges have
made it to the top 10 list — St
Stephen’s College (third spot),
Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma
College (fifth spot), Kirori Mal
College, and Lady Shri Ram
College for Women (at the ninth
and tenth spot, respectively).

The ranking framework evalu-
ates institutions on five broad
generic parameters — Teaching
Learning and Resources (TLR);
Research and professional Practice
(RP); Graduation Outcome (GO);
Outreach and Inclusivity (OI) and
Perception (PR).

Evenasit secured the top spot,
Hindu College has seenaslight de-
crease in the TLR parameter while
there has been significant im-
provement in the RP score (from
41.09 in 2023 to 59.88), and per-
ception ( from 86.91 in 2023 to
95.21in2024). Speaking to The
Indian Express, principal Anju
Srivastava said, “Keeping the stu-
dents’ needs in focus, the college
has worked towards growth con-
sistently over the years. We are
very happy about our ranking, es-

AN OVERVIEW
University-wise | Overall Institution
2023 | 2024 2023 | 2024
Delhi University 11 6 22 15
JNU 2 2 10 10
JamiaMilliaIslamia 3 3 12 13
College | 2023 2024
Hindu College 2 1
Miranda House 1 2
Kirori Mal College 9 9
St Stephen’s College 14 3
ARSD 6 5
Lady Shri Ram College for Women 9 10

pecially asithas comeinthe 125th
year of the institution. We con-
sider this asa tribute to our found-
ing fathers.”

Meanwhile, Miranda House
saw a significant decrease in the
TLR and RP parameters (from
70.10and 55.41in 2023 t063.31
and 64.01in2024). In a signif-
icant leap, St Stephen’s College
jumped to the third spot from
the 14th spot last year. The col-
lege has witnessed a significant
increase in all four parameters,
except TLR.

Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma
College (ARSD)jumped up arank.
It saw a decrease in GO (from
80.52 in 2023 to 78.35 in 2024),
and witnessed a slight increase in
the rest of the four parameters.

“Our research practice has al-

ways been strong. Even before the
emphasis in the National
Education Policy, our college has
focused onresearch. There was a
time when we were not so popu-
lar and had a perception close to
zero. But now our perception is
slowly improving,” said ARSD
principal Gyanatosh Kumar Jha.
Kirori Mal this year retains the
ninth position while LSR slightly
dipped from the rank 9 last year
to 10 this year.

LSRsaw aslightdipinthe TLR
and GO parameters. Speaking to
The Indian Express, LSR principal
Suman Sharma said, "We will
continue to strive for improve-
ment. We have done extremely
well in perception and also scored
highest in  Graduation
Outcome.”

DU enters top 10,
JNU, Jamia retain
2nd and 3rd spot

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

DELHI UNIVERSITY has made it
to the list of top 10 universities
in the country this year by secur-
ing the sixth position in the an-
nual list of the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) announced
by the Ministry of Education on
Monday. Meanwhile, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) and
Jamia Millia Islamia retain their
positions at the second and third
spots, respectively.

In the ninth edition of NIRF
rankings, three new categories
have been introduced — open
universities, skill universities,
and state-funded government
universities.

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh in an
official statement said, “Last
year too, DU had moved up two
places and got 11th position in
the university category at the
national level...This time, in the
overall ranking also DU jumped
seven places, and got 15th posi-
tion.”

“This time, the overall rank
of DU is 15th whereas last year
it had improved by one point to
reach 22nd position,” the state-
ment added.

This year, JNU - along with
retaining its second position in
the universities category — has

also retained the 10th spot in
the overall category of institu-
tions in the country. The uni-
versity witnessed a significant
increase in the perception cat-
egory from 65.51 in 2023 to
70.391in 2024.

JNU Vice Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit
said, “I thank the entire epis-
temic community for consis-
tently doing very well at na-
tional and international
rankings..JNU should be given
the eminence tag and the grant
for infrastructure and research
development.”

On Jamia Millia Islamia re-
taining its ranking for the third
consecutive year, officiating
Vice Chancellor Mohammad
Shakeel said, “We are extremely
happy to retain the third posi-
tion for the third consecutive
year in NIRF. The credit goes to
the hard work of teachers and
the discipline of our students.
Our non-teaching staff who put
their sweat and blood into
maintaining the standard of the
university also deserve this
recognition. Our effort was to
retain the position and not slip.
It's easy to reach the top posi-
tion but difficult to maintainit.”

The higher educational in-
stitutes are listed under 16 cat-
egories. This year, as many as
10,885 higher educational insti-
tutions participated as com-
pared to 5,543 last year.

Majority of vacancies filled at
Asha Kiran, Delhl govt tells HC

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

LESSTHAN a week after the High
Court was informed of a “severe
staff crunch” at Asha Kiran
Home, a Delhi government-run
shelter home for the intellectu-
ally challenged, the Department
of Social Welfare on Monday told
the court that it has now filled
the vacancies in both health and
non-health cadre staff. The shel-
ter home has been under
scrutiny after 14 inmates died in
July.

With the shelter home also
grappling with the issue of over-
crowding, the High Court also
told Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) commissioner
Ashwani Kumar to “forthwith”
hand over the building of Narela
Nursing College to the
Department of Social Welfare so
that the inmates can be shifted
after making suitable changes.
At present, the shelter has 928
inmates against a capacity of
570.

According to a status report
submitted by the Department of
Social Welfare in the court, all
sanctioned posts for health staff
are now filled except two vacan-
cies of clinical psychologists. The
Institute of Human Behaviour
and Allied Sciences (IHBAS) in-
formed the court that the vacan-
cies will be filled in 30 days.

Vacant positions for sanc-
tioned posts of teachers, special
educators, craft instructors, and
music teachers too have been
filled apart from posts for ad-

14 inmates died in July at
Asha Kiran Home. File

ministrative and supportive staff.
Four of 450 posts for caregivers,
five of eight sanctioned posts for
washermen and cooks are yet to
be filled, which too are expected
to be filled in a month.

The recruitment comes after
the High Court on August 7
asked for “urgent steps” to tackle
the situation while hearing a
plea by NGO Samadhan
Abhiyan.

On the issue of decongestion,
Social Welfare Department sec-
retary Vinod Kavle — appearing
before the bench of Acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela —Monday in-
formed the HC that 20 female for-

eign detainees at the shelter
home will be shifted to Shehzada
Bagh FRRO (Foreigners Regional
Registration Office) Centre within
aweek, whichin turn “shall pave
the way to shift residents from
Asha Kiran Complex to AshaJyoti
Home at Hari Nagar.” Around 200
inmates from Asha Kiran can be
housed at the nursing college and
hostel building of MCD at Narela,
which has been given in-princi-
ple approval by the MCD
Commissioner, the High Court
was informed. Kavle pointed out
that the proposal would be re-
quired to be passed through the
MCD’s Standing Committee,
which is yet to be constituted.

Additionally, the High Court
was informed that the Social
Welfare Department has agreed
to purchase the MCD’s nursing
college and hostel at a price to be
determined by the civic body.
Taking cognisance of the submis-
sion, the HC recorded the asset
value shall be conveyed to the de-
partment in due course.

The HC has directed that a
fresh status report be filed in two
weeks while posting the matter
for further hearing on
September 30.
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Home-Based Caregiver

.-""Ir. —=
,f '

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SKILLED INDIANS ACROSS THE WORLD

Opportunity in Israel

Salaries starting from INR 1,30,000 per month*

Kindly Note:

Min. Gualification: 10th Pass

Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Male and Female

Age: 25 - 45 Years

Experience, Diploma & Certification

« Qualified in provision of caregiving services and should hold a certificate issued by a competent Indian
regulatory authority, demonstrating successful completion of a caregiving course of at least 990 hours
{including CQJT), recognized. or supervised by relevant Indian authorities, or a diploma proving
completion of training in nursing, physictherapy, nurse assistant, or midwifery provided by an Indian
Training Provider accredited and recognized by relevant Indian authorities.

o GDA/ANM/GNM/BSc Nursing/Post BSc Nursing

Number Of Openings - 5000**

Height/Weight: Min. 5 feet / 45 kgs

or more
Passport Validity: ul""';!;'l. 3 years English Requirement: Good/Basic
caty

= [t is Important that the candidate has never previously worked in Israel/ do not have

a spouse, parents or children currently working or residing in Israel.
* Selection and rejection decisions will made exclusively by Israeli employer
= NSDC is not the employer of caregiver workers, NSDC Is anly facilitator.

cbec 63113/15/0002/2425

X This = 35 per the minimum wages of Israesi
“ This is as per the current demand received from Israed

Email ID: contactansdcinternational.com

To apply, Scan the GR code

epaper.indianexpressi:com B .

'GI] GOODS AND SERVICES TAX NETWORK
Corporate Office: 4" Floor, East Wing, World Mark-1, Aerocity, Delhi-110037
Tel: 01149111200, www.gstn.org.in
TENDER NOTICE
Goods and Sarvices Tax Metwork (GETHN), a Govemment Enterprisa, invites bids

from edigitle companies lor the following goods/sanices:

Particular(s) Pre-Bid Meeting | Last Date & Time for
Date & Time submission of bid
RFP for Selaction of Housskeaping 21" dsgust, 2024 02" Saptembar, 2024
senics Provider for GETHN Office D040 P Upls 300 PM

GETH wabsita: www.gstn.org.in.

Tender/RFP document & refated necessary informalien may be download from
Ay amandment'corrigandum shall be uploaded on GETH wakisida,

Dr. Shilohu Rao, Sr. VP (P&C)

A5y

wheng i hasis”,

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
HAVRATMA COMPANY
{4 Gowt. of India Undertaking)
Wabsile: warw, Iresn.ang, CIN - LESAA0L 10760 H00E1TY

e-Disposal Notice
e-Tender No. : IRCONMECHPAEDISPOSALDFCCIL-CTP-12112024-25/749
e-Tirder for and on behall of IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED is invited from Bidders meeting

gualifying requirements for work of “Scarp Materials (Ralis), Ofd and Used, Electrical Motar, Vibrator
Modor, Screen Vibrator, Water Pump, Alr Compressor, C-Clamp, Tyre, Cut Pieces/Test Pieces,
Flais & l-beams lying at New Ancheli Depot & New Vangaon at DFCCIL-CTP-12 Project on as is

Heon

Dated 09.08 2024

| Last Date & Time of e-Bld Submission

| 02.09.2024 at 13.00 Hrs. |

harsled coily on e website

Fer luithir details, visl website https:itebendars. goy infeprociralapp, Cormgandum, I ary, wolkd b

CEMMechanical
Irzon Intermatianal Lid.
C-4, Disirict Centre, Saket, Mew Dedhd-110017

HTE I e
NER

TENDER HEITII.':E "[E-Tendering Mode On
Online E-Bids are invited for Handling of Containers (Cycle Model) at CRT
Karambeli, {Gujarat)

Tender Mo.

CON/AREA-IFKEEBG/HANDLING/2024/85993

Estimated Cost

Rs. 298,20, 860/ {including GST ) for four {2+2) years,

Date of Sale (On Line)

From 13082024 at 15:00 hrs, o 27082024
fup 1o 16:00 hrs.)

Last Date & Time of submission |

On 28008020024 up to 16:00 hrs.

Date & Time of Dpening

| On 29/08/2024 at 15:30 hrs.

wanw tenderwizard. com/GGIL.

Far eligibility crifera and other details please log on o www.concorindia.com
Or eprocura.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Bidders are
requested to visit the websites regularly. For complete defails log on fo

Group General ManageriArea Head-1l

Date: 13.08.2024

the following Package:

Invitation for Bids (IFB) for 765 kV Reactor Package 7RT-15 for 7x110 MVAR, 765 kV, 1-Ph
Reactors and 6x80 MVAR,765 kV, 1-Ph Reactors under Bulk Procurement of 765 kV and
400KV class Transformers & Reactors of various Capacities (Lot—3).

Single Stage Two Envelope (SSTE) Bidding Procedure (Funding: Domestic)
DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING

POWERGRID invites online bids through e-tendering portal https://etender.powergrid.in for

@™ Saraswat

. Saraswat Co-operative Bank Ltd.

Building Trust Across Generations...

Bank

[Schedused Bank)

Attractive Fixed Deposit rates!

8.00%

For senior citizens

7.50%

For others

For more details, visit your nearest branch
our website www.saraswatbank.com

Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
“Udyog Sarthi®, MIDC [HG), Makakall Caves Road,

farnl industnal Area, Ancherl [East), Mumbai-$ 00053,
) Tel: 022-4T4BE3 12630 4ETY, Email: admenaficen@madondiz ang

)
&

GeM Portal Tender Notice No /MIDC/GAD/STORE/02/2024-25
(Corrigendum)
GeM Portal Tender is invited from the reputed & experenced Companies
iAgencies for supply of General statonery articles. The details of nature of
work, Terms & conditions for submission of the tender are available on Gel
portal. The blank tender forms are available on GeM portal during the period
from Dt.OTI0R/2024 1o D 19/08/2024 (upto 13.00hrs. )

Sr.No. Particular | Instead of Must this Read
- | Duration of Tenderform | DLO7.08.2024 10 | DLO7.08.2024 to
availability DL15.08.2024 at | Dt.19.08.2024 at

13.00 hours. 13.00 hours.

We do not change in GeM Portal Tender Motice no.02/2024-25. Only change in
lasl submissiondate.

General Manager (HRD)
Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation

changes in bidding program,
https:/letender.powergrid.in.

21.06.2024.

+917351188331

£

RFx. No. on e- Package Downloading of Deadline for | &
tendering portal Reference/ Bidding Documents; Bid Submission | &
Tel Specification No | Cost of Bidding Documents, (Soft copy part) 0
5002003641 |CC/NT/W-RT/DOM/ Up to 28.08.2024; Soft copy part: §
0124-2823311 A02/24/07985 Time: upto 1100 Hrs. up to 28.08.2024; | &
Document Fee: Rs.25,000/- Time: upto 1100 Hrs g

1. For further details including complete Bidding Documents, addendum/%'

2. The first Envelope (Techno-Commercial part) of the bid shall be opened 30 minutes
after the deadline of Bid Submission (soft copy part).

3. The complete Bidding Documents are also available on our website
http://www.powergrid.in and on Government of India’s Central Public Procurement
Portal (https://eprocure.gov.in) for the purpose of reference only.

4. The NIT /IFB has already been published on https://etender.powergrid.in portal on

5. For any other information, please contact: +919971399078, +919599814157,

if any, please visit procurement portala

PG/C

POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD
1A Government of India Enterprisa)
Reg. Office : B-9, Qutab Institutational Area, Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi-110 016
Carp. Office : “Saudarmin”, Piod o, 2. Seclor23, Gurugram- 122001, {Harvana)
www.powergrid.in, CIN : L40101DL1989G0I1038121

A Maharaina PSU

SIKKA PORTS & TERMINALS LIMITED
FRegisiensd Cdica: Admin Buiding, MTF Area, Villags Sikka,
Taluka & Disiricl Jamnagar - 368144, Gujarat, india
Prione : G2235857 100 « Email: debanture imastonsi@spt. co.in « Webste: wwow spl.co.in
CIH: U4B102GJ198TPLCO3 1906
EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL
RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30TH JUNE 2024

[R5, In #I'I}N QEE'HH fer uhm-:hta wflllﬂﬂ-]

&y | l2||.l-llr1va-lr Endad | Year Enl:lllil
Hi:lr Parthculars | !ﬂl.luﬂ Iil :H.':I.Jun E:I- 31 Mar' H.
’ Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
1 | Total incoma from Oparstions 1,253.30 | 118812 4,560 74
2 | Mel Profit befora Tax asH 17 BRI 2%| 183440
3. | Mal Prof altar Tax SBAT 49320 BE01E
4 | Takl Comprishensns Inomme 156 02 6RO TY 1. 638,72
[Camprizmn Frofil {altar tax) and
Cribar Comprahansive |Pooems (SC) (afer (5]
5 | Pald up Eqisty Share Capial 24THO0 | 2475.00( 247500
G | Reservas [aacluding Resaluation Resens) 21.652.08
¥ | Securities Fremium Accour T 9EFAT | TR uerar| 17 96747
8 | Mel warth 21,7256 | 20,34£.42 | 21 48923
9 | Paid up Debt Capitad! Cutstanding Oebd Z4N36.35 | 21, TEDAS| 24,179.05
10 | Outsianding Radeemable Preferance Shams 47 110 47,00 47,00
11 | Gutglanding Mon-Cumulalive Optanally 3,500.00 3,500.00
Comearlible Preferance Shares
1& | Debs Equily Rato Lk 198 1.00
13 | Earnings pes Equity Shane for tha perod! year of
face valwa of Ra. 1each -
« Biasaes and Diluted (in Rupees| {2 AT .35
14 | Gapital Radamplion Hagarva - - -
15 | Debeniure Redemplion Resoree 1.a1§.80 | 1,978 80 1. 31680
169 | Debt Service Coverage Ralio 164 AT .45
17 | Intaresi Sanvica Coverage Rabio 1.4 R 201 |

Hﬂﬁ

1 Thesboes sanextractof the dalaied format of tha Unaudited Siandalone Financlal Riesuts for
tha quarker ended 30N Juna 2024 fled with the Stock Exchange urder Ragutation 52 of ha
Securilies and Exchange Bosrd ol India [Listing Obligations and Cedosure Requirermeants)
Ragulatans, 2015, The Tl Brmat of the Unaudited Standione Finandal Resuls for the
quartar endad 3th Jura 2024 ane available on tha website of BEE Limited (sww bsainda com)
and can ba accassadon tha Company's websie {wwwapt.coiin),

2 Foribe oiher lire dems referred in Reguiation G245 of the Secunbes and Exchange Board of
Irefia {Lislireg Croligations and Besckhsure Requiraments) Regulstions, 2015, tha parlinant
digciosuras hawve bean made 1o BSE LiniBad (s beaindla com ) and can be accessad on
i Cornpany’s wabsile fwwa spdleo.in)

3 Thea Audit Commetes has reviewsd, and the Boerd of Directors has approvied the above
raiLille and s refesse al ther resgectiva mealings hesd on 12th Auguat 2024, Tha skatulory
pldiors of the Comgany have carmed oul @ Limited Reyview of the alomsaid resulls.

For Sikka Pors & Terminads Limited

Self-
Sanjeev Dandakar
Place: Mumbms ChaEman
Date ! 12t Algust 2024 DEM 00023797
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Reason for city’s infra problems is L-G’s dictatorship: Sisodia

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

OUT AFTER 17 months in prison
following his arrest in the excise
policy case, AAP leader and for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said jail strength-
ened his belief that the country’s
path to development by 2047
rests on the foundation of excel-
lent government schools. Behind
bars, he says, he researched edu-
cation systems across the world
and read various interpretations
of the Bhagavad Gita. In the ab-
sence of CM Arvind Kejriwal, he
is now leading the party in its
most important political battle
— the 2025 Assembly polls.
Excerpts from an interview:

How do you think the AAP
government in Delhi
performed while you and CM
Arvind Kejriwal were in jail?
Iam proud the government’s
work didn’t stop during such a
crucial time... 20 new schools
came up, 14 new Schools of
Excellence opened after I went
(tojail)... the first batch of our
Armed Forces Preparatory
School saw the selection and ap-
pointment of eight Second
Lieutenants. Three new hospitals
opened recently, adding 3,000
more beds...around 7,500-8,000
buses are in the public fleet... the
highest in the history of Delhi.

Implementation
of new criminal

laws: L-G holds
review meeting

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

L-G V K Saxena Monday held a
review of the ongoing imple-
mentation of the three new
criminal laws, urging officials to
expedite the removal of any hur-
dles. The meeting, held at the L-
G’s office, was attended by Delhi
Home Minister Kailash Gahlot.
Delhi Law Minister Atishi was
unable to participate, citing a
family emergency.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha
Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam came into effect on
July 1. These replaced the colo-
nial-era Indian Penal Code, Code
of Criminal Procedure and the
Indian Evidence Act, respectively.

During the meeting, Saxena
directed officials from various de-
partments — Home Department,
Delhi Police, Forensic Science
Laboratory, National Informatics
Centre , and Directorate of
Prosecution — to establish clear
timelines for completing ongo-
ing projects related to imple-
mentation of the new laws.

Training of nodal officers
from the Health Department for
the MedLEaPR portal, which is
used for medico-legal cases, was
among the key issues discussed.

The meeting also addressed
procurement of mobile forensic
vans for police and forensic de-
partment, as well as infrastruc-
ture required for providing video
conferencing facilities in all 691
courts in Delhi. The L-G directed
the departments to expedite
these processes. Another key talk-
ing point was filling 165 junior va-
cancies by the FSL for deployment
at crime scenes. Officials assured
the L-G that recruitment for these
positions, on a contract basis for
six months, would be completed
by September 21.

This despite the party, from its
point of view, passing through a
crucial stage, a crisis — but gover-
nance did not buckle under a cri-
sis. People’s work did not stop.

Almost the entire senior
leadership was behind bars at
some point. Do you think
AAP is ready to head into the
polls in such circumstances?

There are six months but six
monthsis not thatlongawindow.
There is complete enthusiasm in
the party... a crisis always brings
two opportunities — either you
crumble or fight back. The good
thingis that the party now has the
spirit to fight back. Jhukenge nahin,
tootenge nahin (We won’t bow
down or break).....I'm so proud of
AAP workers and leaders... that
the party came together...

Things have changed
between when you were here
and now — especially, the
formation of the NCCSA after
the amendment to the
GNCTD Act.Has it added to
the hurdles the government
was facing in Delhi? How do
you plan to overcome this?

It is not about ministers ver-
sus bureaucrats; that is how the
L-G tries to portray it... it's about
democracy. The Supreme Court
(in the matter regarding
Services), interpreted the
Constitution — that people of
Delhi will elect the government,

the government will make deci-
sions... control officers... decide
where to post them... They (the
BJP) interpreted it as a threat to
the Constitution... (it) twisted
provisions of the Constitution, as-
sassinated democracy and
broughtinanew law...every time
democracy is assassinated, who-
ever the stains of this fall upon
will suffer... the elected govern-
ment will also suffer, it will have
to fight harder — but it will also
stain bureaucrats. Today, it is bu-
reaucrats in Delhi who are suffer-
ing the most. I feel sad... just be-
cause of the central government,
Delhi’s ministers... bureaucrats

THE EXPRESS
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MANISH SISODIA
AAP MLA, EX-DEPUTY CM

are suffering and the people...are
facing delays in their work.

While you were in jail, Delhi
was hit by several issues —
the water scarcity during

=

Tashi Tobgyal

summer, now waterlogging
during monsoon. What do
you plan to do to fix these?
For nearly two years, funds
meant for the Delhi Jal Board
have been stalled and the L-G has
not allowed payments to go
through; he indirectly threatens
officers... The reason for this state
of affairs is dictatorship; it is the
L-G’s dictatorship. For two suc-
cessive years, the Delhi govern-
ment passes the Budget with the
Centre’s approval, gives the D]Ba
budget, provides for a budget for
desilting, but payments meant
for sewers..., for D]B are not being
made... If these works were un-

PROTESTS OVER KOLKATA DOCTOR RAPE-MURDER

OPDs shut, surgeries on hold:
Doctors’ strike hits Capital

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

HUNDREDS OF patients who vis-
ited Delhi’s hospitals Monday
had to return without consulting
a doctor or getting medical re-
ports as resident doctors joined
the nationwide strike to protest
against the rape and murder of a
trainee doctor in Kolkata,
paralysing healthcare services.

AIIMS Delhi, which sees the
largest Out-Patient Department
(OPD)crowd with 10,000 patients
aday, saw a 20% reduction in reg-
istrations. As per data released by
the institute, surgeries, admis-
sions,and lab services alsodipped
by 80%,35% and 25% respectively.
Services were disrupted in the
emergency department as well.

Among the worst affected
were patients who came from
far-off states.

Avadesh Kumar Jha, a 48-
year-old cancer patient who
came to Delhi two months ago
from Bihar’s Siwan, could not
meet his doctor owing to the
strike. “I developed oral cancer
a few years ago... it has now led
toanissue in my spine,” he said,
sitting in a wheelchair.

Avadesh’s brother Jagadish
had stood in line since 2 am to
get an appointment for a consul-
tation. For him, each day is im-
portant as he is losing business
— he had to close up his sweets
shop back home to come to the
Capital. “I want to be done with
all the tests and consultation as
early as possible so I can go back
soon,” he said.

Rashida Khatoon (27), who is
wheelchair-bound, is suffering
from liver cirrhosis; she came to
AIIMS after being referred by a

(Clockwise) Doctors on strike at Lok Nayak Hospital; pat-
ients Rashida Khatoon, Avadesh Jha among those affected

doctorinBihar's Muzaffarpur two
daysago. Her brother FaizAhmed
said he took her to the emergency
first as she was in extreme pain
and was unable to walk due to
swelling in herlegs. “But staff told
us doctors were on strike and
asked us tovisit the OPD. But there
are no doctors here,” he said.

For Santosh Kumar, the wait
was agonising. His son, Manish,
is a psychiatric patient and has
been showing symptoms of anx-
iety and restlessness for two
days. “My son... has been saying
that he will commit suicide.Iam
worried about him,” he said.

He was told to get an EEG test

done on Manish but could not get
the report as there was no staff
available. “When we went to the
OPD to meet the doctor to tell
them about this, the doctor had
already left,” complained Santosh.
According to an AlIMS doctor,
many patients who received sur-
gery dates after a long wait were
suffering the most as they are now
being given fresh dates after 3-4
months. “We hope thisissue s re-
solved as soon as possible else it
will be abig setback for healthcare
services in the city,” he added.
Earlier in the day, around
1,000 junior and senior resident
doctors held a march around Al-

‘Why no action against those who made weak
gate?’: Court to CBI on coaching centre deaths

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

“WHY AREN'T you holding ac-
countable the persons who made
such aweak gate?”,a Delhi court
asked the CBI Monday as it heard
the bail plea of four accused in the
coaching centre deaths case.
Three civil services aspirants died
on July 27 after the basement of
Rau’s IAS Study Circle in Old
Rajinder Nagar flooded.

“We've heard of flyovers
falling... if the contractor uses sub-
standard material, thenitisanatu-
ral consequence,” Principal District
and Sessions Judge Anju Bajaj
Chandna said while hearing the
bail plea of four co-owners of the
building where the incident hap-
pened.The judge was referring to

3 students had drowned in
the flooded basement. Archive

the breaching of the gate of the
coaching centre after water that
accumulated on the street out-
side Rau’s entered the building
and knocked it down on the day

of the incident. The basement got
flooded, leading to the tragedy.
Advocate Amit Chadha ap-
pearing for the co-owners said,
“Entire property is commercial
and being used for coaching. The
accused are only landowners.
They never told Rau’s to use the
basementasalibrary.” He said the
accused voluntarily went to the
police and didn’t escape arrest.
He added that a case of negli-
gence can be made against the
owners, not a case of culpable
homicide notamounting to mur-
der. “Knowledge iswhena person
knows he’s doing some act which
isillegal and likely to cause death.
There has to be direct proximity,”
he added. The co-owners didn’t
have the knowledge that the as-
pirants would drown, he said.
The CBI rebutted the argu-

ments of Chadha vehemently:
“You were getting Rs 4 lakh a
month, and lives of three innocent
children were taken away.”

The judge asked the CBI if
there was any evidence waterlog-
ging took place on that sameroad
“occasionally”. As per the judge, if
thatwas the case, it can beimplied
the owners had the “knowledge”
that this drowning could occur.

Readinga student’s complaint
who had said the basement was
unsafe for aspirants, the CBImade
the case that the owners must
have known about it. “Within 10
minutes of rain, waterlogging
takes placeinthatarea...shouldn’t
the owners also take some respon-
sibility?” said advocate Abhijeet
Anand, representing the victims.

The hearing was adjourned
till Tuesday.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

IMS demanding justice for the
Kolkata doctor. The hospital’s
Resident Doctors’ Association
(RDA), which conducted the
strike, demanded that a central
agency probe the case and a judi-
cial inquiry be carried out.

At Safdarjung Hospital too,
elective surgeries were post-
poned and faculty members sat
in the OPD till 3 pm. Around
1,500 resident doctors partici-
pated in the strike in front of the
Emergency Building. At RML
hospital, around 300-400 resi-
dent doctors did not participate
in the OPD services; emergency
services continued.

As per RML Medical
Superintendent Dr Ajay Shukla,
acontingency plan has been pre-
pared where faculty members
will look after patients and serv-
ices will continue amid the strike.

At Delhi government’s
largest Hospital, Lok Nayak, OPD
services were suspended while
emergency services continued.

According to the Federation
of All India Medical Association
President, Dr Rohan Krishnan,
the strike was important because
questions have been raised on
the investigation conducted by
the police. “It also exposes the
lack of security for female doc-
tors, the lack of female doctors in
the duty room,” he said.

Dr Vipin Madhogarhia, or-
thopaedic surgeon and RDA
president at DDU hospital, said,
“It’s about security of female
doctors which is being violated
and we can’t tolerate the delay
anymore.”

The RDAs of RML, Safdarjung,
and Lady Hardinge Medical
College have announced that
they will continue the strike
Tuesday.

der the ambit of ministers, they
would have been done in two
minutes; but the Centre says no,
the L-G will get them done; the
L-Gis not letting that happen.

Is there a possibility that the
Rs 1,000 welfare payout for
women will be implemented
before the Assembly polls?

..Itis just a matter of time be-
fore Kejriwal is out... jaise hi
Kejriwal ji bahar aayenge, defi-
nitely ispe kaam hoga. (As soon as
Kejriwal is out, work will begin
on the scheme).

What was initially seen as an
unlikely alliance between
AAP and Congress went
through. It, however, could
not secure a single seatin
Delhi. Is there a possibility of
asimilar alliance during the
Assembly polls? Or beyond?

I don’t think political parties
should see much in the role that
alliances for polls play. Political al-
liances canbe a part, a small frac-
tion, of what the nation and its
political process require today but
the entire opposition needs to
come together on national is-
sues...If the Opposition comes to-
gether in reaction to the arrest of
(Jharkhand Chief Minister)
Hemant Soren saab, what they
(BJP) have done in Maharashtra
— the Opposition should unite...
whenever there is an issue
around the murder of the

Constitution or any tampering
with it anywhere in the country
or any issue related to atrocities
against the people, the entire
Opposition should unite.... All par-
ties in the country should come
together, not just the Opposition.
The people have certainly
strengthened the hands of the
Opposition, but also their own by
meting out the treatment which
they have to their (the BJP’s) ‘400
paar’ slogan... They should speak
up about Hindenburg too... Today
itis Hindenburg, tomorrow it will
be anotherissue. If the opposition
unites over the issue of Kejriwal’s
wrongful arrest through misuse of
PMLA, he will be out in 24 hours.

Do you think the PMLA is
being misused?

There are numerous business-
men across the country whom
they have caught; some of them
may be involved in wrongdoing...
but I've been talking to lawyers; a
lot of people told me about cases
where someone, forinstance, with
an (annual) turnover of Rs 5,000
crore was caught over a mistake
involving a comma or a full-stop
and slapped with PMLA only tobe
extorted. So many businessmen
are leaving the country...earlierwe
used to say red tape is destroying
the country, today [ am saying ex-
tortion — government extortion —
is doing so in the name of law...

What will be the central

theme of AAP’s campaign
during the Delhi polls? State-
hood or work done in Delhi?
It's not about achievements
that are old or new; people see
what a government has done for
them... in a year, 2 crore people
availed benefits at mohalla clinics,
lakhs have received treatment at
private hospitals under the Delhi
government’s scheme... lakhs of
people are sending their children
to(new)government schools... All
of this was accomplished despite
the party and government going
through such a crucial period.
People see all this. This is why they
chose it twice and are going to
choose it for the third time...

There is a speculation that

you may be AAP’s CM face?
Ican’tsay anything about such
speculation, but as far as my
mindset is concerned — I've just
come out two days ago —Iam fo-
cussing on the party, the people,
and what MLAs and councillors
are doing... My focus, of course, is
the Delhi election as well as con-
tinual governance. Tomorrow,
when Kejriwal ji comes out, if he
decides I should be a part of the
government, it will be so... one
thought is that with 4-6 months
remaining (for the polls),Ineed to
work for the party... Kejriwalji is
number one and everyone else,

including me, is number two.
FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Atishi to hoist flag on I-Day: Gopal
Rai; Tihar sends a warning to CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

AMID ONGOING controversy
over the Independence Day flag
hoisting ceremony, Delhi minis-
ter Gopal Rai Monday — follow-
ing a meeting with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal at Tihar Jail — di-
rected the General Administra-
tion Department (GAD) to make
preparations for his cabinet col-
league Atishi to unfurl the
Tricolour on August 15.

The instructions came evenas
the Tihar administration, citing
prison rules, warned the CM of
curtailing privileges being ex-
tended to himif he undertook for-
mal communication like a letter
inwhich he had writtento L-GVK
Saxena nominating Atishi for the
role last week. “After meeting CM
Kejriwal, Minister Gopal Rai is-
sued orders to the GAD to the ef-

FleH

Rai issued directions to GAD

fect that Cabinet Minister Atishi
will hoist the flag on August 15,”
the Delhi government said.
Citing the CM'’s letter to Saxena
on August 6, the Superintendent
of Jail No. 2, where Kejriwal is
lodged, wrote to him asking him
to not do so in the future, citing
various provisions of Delhi Prison
Rules, 2018. These, for instance,
provide for the content of all let-

CM moves SC for bail in

CBI’s excise policy case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Monday approached
the Supreme Court seeking bail
in the case registered against
him by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in connection
with the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy.

The development comes days
after his deputy Manish Sisodia
was granted bail in the excise case
registered by the CBI and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

Senior Advocate AM Singhvi,
appearing for Kejriwal, commu-
nicated this to a Bench presided
by Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud, whoin turn asked
him to send an email request.

&

CM Arvind Kejriwal. Archive

The CJI also assured that he
would look intoit.

Dismissing his bail plea on
August 5, the Delhi HC had said
that the CBI’s arrest of Kejriwal
“cannot be said to be without
justifiable reasons or as illegal”.

Kejriwal was arrested by the
CBlon June 26. It came weeks af-
ter he was arrested by the ED on
March 21.

ters being limited to private mat-
ters, prisoners being allowed to
write letters only to their family
members, relatives, and close
friends, and the counsel handling
their cases among others.

“... 1t is clear your communi-
cation does not qualify in the
permissible communication
which can be sent outside the
prison.... Therefore, your letter
dated 06.08.2024 has not been
sent to the addressee but has
been filed...,” the letter stated.

“.. It is surprising to note that
contents of the letter which was
handed over by you on 6.8.2024
were leaked to the media without
any authority. Thisamounts toan
abuse of privileges granted to
you... Youare therefore advised to
desist from any suchimpermissi-
ble activity, failing whichIshall be
constrained to invoke provisions
of Delhi Prison Rules 2018 to cur-
tail your privileges...,” itadded.

Sisodia to kick off
AAP poll campaign

New Delhi: Following his release
from jail, AAP leader Manish
Sisodiais set tokickstart the party’s
2025 Delhi Assembly poll cam-
paign Wednesday. On Monday,
Sisodia, along with CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita, held a high-
level meeting with all MLAs. He
will meet councillors Tuesday.

The meeting was also at-
tended by ministers Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Atishi, Gopal Rai,
Imran Hussain, and Rajya Sabha
MP Sandeep Pathak. Pathak said:
“We have decided to go to every
Vidhan Sabha... and tell people
about BJP’s truth — how itis try-
ing to hurt them by creating ob-
stacles in all decisions of the
elected government.”

Hitting back, BJP Delhi chief
Virendra Sachdeva said people
will question Sisodia about his
scams but he won't be able to an-
swer them. ENS

Even a woman can be booked as a perpetrator
of child sexual abuse: HC in POCSO case ruling

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

HOLDING THAT the law cannot
be given a “restrictive meaning,”
the Delhi High Court in a signifi-
cant ruling held that even a
woman can be booked as the
perpetrator of child sexual abuse.

Justice  Anup Jairam
Bhambhani, in an August 9 judg-
mentonarevision pleafiled by a
woman accused under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, held that the accused must
face trial under the Act.

“The word “he" appearing in
Section 3 of the POCSO Act can-
not be given a restrictive mean-
ing, to say that it refers only to a
“male"; but must be givenits in-

tended meaning, namely that it
includes within its ambit any of-
fender irrespective of their gen-
der,” the ruling stated.

In the case in question, the
accused womanis charged with
aggravated sexual assault which
includes committing “penetra-
tive sexual assault causing griev-
ous hurt or causing bodily harm
and injury or injury to the sexual
organs of the child.” Under
Section 6 of the POCSO Act, the
offence carries a minimum sen-
tence of 20 years to life impris-
onment or the death penalty.

Crucially, the provision does
notrequire the accused to havean
“intent” to commit sexual assault.

A Delhi court in January this
year had sentenced the woman
accused to 10 years’ imprison-
ment under Section 6 of the

POCSO Act for aggravated pene-
trative sexual assault. The ac-
cused had then moved the HC
challenging the framing of
charge under Section 6 of the
POCSO Act by the trial court and
seeking dropping of charges.

Women are usually booked
for “aiding and abetting” the
charge of sexual assault but it is
not common for them to be
booked as a perpetrator.

The accused had argued that
the offence of aggravated pene-
trative sexual assault under the
POCSO Act “can never be made
out against a woman” since the
Act repeatedly uses the pronoun
‘he’. Thelawyers of the accused ar-
gued that the interpretation of
Indian Penal Code provisions on
rape, which only criminalises ac-
tions of aman, is similar to the def-

inition of penetrative sexual as-
saultin Section 3 of the POCSO Act.

The prosecution, on the other
hand, had submitted that the
POCSO Act is gender neutral and
the word ‘person’ is also used in
the definition in Section 3 of the
Act and thus it cannot be con-
strued in a narrow sense “and
must include women offendersas
well”.

The HC disagreed with the
argument of the accused inter-
preting the meaning of “he” used
in the Act. The ruling noted that
in the IPC, Section 8 states that
the pronoun ‘he’ and its deriva-
tives are used of any person,
whether male or female. The
court also recorded that Section
3 in the POCSO Act itself starts
with “a personis said to commit
‘penetrative sexual assault’ if...”
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ON THE FAST TRACK

SAMAJWADI PARTY president Akhilesh Yadav's complaint
against the Central government seems to have been promptly
addressed by the ministry concerned. Days after the Kannauj
MP said in Parliament that the government has not developed
any new expressway project in Uttar Pradesh, SP's Dhaurahra
MP Anand Bhadauria met Union Minister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari and handed over a letter, request-
ing for construction of an expressway from Lucknow-Agra to
Haridwar via his constituency. Later, Bhadauria expressed
“happiness” over Gadkari's in-principle approval for the proj-
ect. He said if the expressway construction starts, it will be
like a “dream come true” for him.

MINORITY CONCERN

THE VISHVA Hindu Parishad on Monday released a helpline
number — 9111-26103495 — for “distressed” Bangladeshi
Hindus to approach the organisation. “We in coordination with
the Central government shall try to help them outin every pos-
sible way,” the VHP said. The organisation also sought action
from the interim government in Bangladesh against those at-
tacking Hindus there. “We are surprised to see the grotesque
silence of so-called human right bodies and persons who have
not spoken a word for the suffering minorities in Bangladesh,”
said VHP president Alok Kumar.

BJP, RSS brainstorm
ties, state elections,

Bangladesh unrest

At Rajnath’s house; Shah, Nadda and
Sangh’s Hosable, Arun Kumar attend

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY,
LIZMATHEW &
VIKAS PATHAK

NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

AHIGH-LEVEL meeting was held
between top leaders of the BJP
and the RSS on Sunday at the res-
idence of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh. Sources said the
meeting discussed a host of is-
sues ranging from the relations
between the party and the
Sangh to the upcoming state
elections, to the Bangladesh
CTisis.

While official sources termed
it as a “routine meeting”, it as-
sumes significance in the back-
drop of strained ties between the
party and its ideological parent
inrecent months, even as several
pressing issues have also
come up.

The RSS-linked outfits re-
cently flagged the NEET paper
leaks and called for improving
the functioning of the National
Testing Agency (NTA). The unrest
in Bangladesh, where there are
reports of attacks on Hindus, has
been repeatedly highlighted by
the RSS, which is constantly
monitoring the situation.

The BJP is also likely to have
a new president soon, with
many in the party and the RSS
expecting an announcement of
the same before the August-end
coordination meeting of the lat-
ter with its affiliated organisa-
tions in Kerala.

Sources said the leaders -
Union Home Minister Amit Shah

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

ON THE face of it, “26, Mansingh
Road, Jaisalmer House” is just an-
other Lutyens’ Delhi address. But
for lakhs of refugees of Partition
who fled across the border from
Pakistan in 1947, this was ‘Lahore
Shed'’. Broken and homeless, they
queued up at the bungalow that
housed the Settlement
Commission, where they sub-
mitted their claims for land and
compensation, hoping to start
their lives afresh in a new land.
For decades, the records of
these claims — 12 lakh files held
together by stories and struggles
of countless families — remained
forgotten, gathering dust at
Lahore Shed. In recent years,
however, these records have

and BJP president and Health
Minister ] P Nadda besides
Rajnath Singh from the BJP and
Dattatreya Hosable and Arun
Kumar from the Sangh - dis-
cussed many issues including
“ways to improve the party-
Sangh relations further”.

Apart from the prospective
changes in the BJP, there were
discussions about the upcoming
RSS meeting in Kerala, where the
coordination between the party
and the Sangh would be taken
up for deliberations.

Sources said the leaders also
discussed the concerns over the
safety of Bangladeshi Hindus
and the government’s efforts to
ensure their security.

“When such meetings hap-
pen, alotofissues are discussed.
All I can tell you is that the mat-
ter of concern for the party in the
near future (elections) were dis-
cussed. The Bangladesh situa-
tionis animportantissue for the
Sangh, so it was obviously dis-
cussed,” a senior RSS leader said.

Elaborating on the RSS’s con-
cern over the turmoil in
Bangladesh, the leader said, “The
Bangladesh situation is not just
about protection of minorities. It
is also a matter of our national
security. The regime change
there could have repercussions
for our borders, our internal se-
curity. It could even cast its
shadow on our domestic socio-
politics.”

The meeting, which was held
for close to five hours in the
evening, discussed a variety of
prevailing issues, it is learnt.

been transferred by the Ministry
of Home Affairs to the Ministry
of Culture, where a painstaking
process of conservation and digi-
tisation is on. Now, all these files
are indexed and accessible,
ready to serve the descendants
of those who once fought for
their rightful compensation.
While the index of claimants
is complete, the records are be-
ing preserved and will be made
available online in the coming
years, officials told The Indian
Express. Until then, those who
may want to access these docu-
ments can send a request to the
National Archives of India (NAI).
Ranjan Mishra, Assistant
Director of Archives, who has
been entrusted with organising
the records and indexing them,
said more than a lakh such
Partition-era claims are still un-
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ADANI MEGASCAM BEYOND 24 MATTERS UNDER SEBI PROBE: CONG

Hindenburg: Opp warns of nationwide

protest if JPC probe demand not met

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

AMID THE row over the latest
Hindenburg report, Opposition
parties on Monday reiterated
their demand for a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
probe into the allegations, with
the Congress alleging that “the
Adani MegaScam extends be-
yond the 24 matters under SEBI's
investigation”.

Congress general secretary in
charge (organisation) K C
Venugopal said the party would
hold a nationwide protest if the
Opposition’s demand for a JPC
probe is not accepted.

While the TMC demanded
that SEBI chief Madhabi Puri Buch
step aside till the probe is com-
pleted, the Samajwadi Party said
the matter must be investigated
properly and the entire truth
should come out.

Inastatement, Congress gen-
eral secretary and in charge,
communications, Jairam
Ramesh said: “...the Adani
MegaScam extends beyond the
24 matters under SEBI's investi-
gation. It encompasses the
source of the Rs 20,000 crore be-
nami funds invested in the Adani
Group, the over-invoicing of
thousands of crores in coal and

SC reserves its
order on Senthil
Balaji’s bail plea

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Monday reserved its verdict
on the bail plea of former Tamil
Nadu minister V Senthil Balaji,
who was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate last
year in connection with a money
laundering case.

A bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Augustine George Masih
heard the submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, represent-
ing the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), and senior advocates Mukul
Rohatagi and Sidharth Luthra, ap-
pearing for Balaji.

During the hearing, Mehta
opposed grant of bail to the DMK
leader and said the delay in trial
is attributable to the ex-minister.

Rohatgi submitted that Balaji
is in jail for over a year and there
is no prospect of the trial getting
completed anytime soon. "Theal-
legation was then thatlam influ-
ential but I am no longer holding
the portfolio. Just had a surgery.
What else is needed? he said. PTI

power equipment, and the laun-
dering of those proceeds.”

“Additionally, it involves the
granting of monopolies to the
Adani Group in critical infra-
structure sectors, and the ma-
nipulation of Indian foreign pol-
icy to secure Adani assets in
neighbouring countries like Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh, which
are proving to be highly contro-
versial,” he alleged.

Ramesh said the “path for-
ward is toimmediately convene
a JPC” to investigate the allega-
tions.

In his statement, Ramesh also
said: “Inits August 11,2024 state-
ment on the on-going investiga-
tions into certain financial trans-
actions of the Adani Group, the
SEBI has sought to project anim-
age of hyperactivity, stating that
it has issued 100 summons, is-
sued 1,100 letters and emails, and
examined 300 documents con-
taining 12,000 pages. This must
have been very exhausting, but it
diverts attention from the core is-
sues involved. Actions matter, not
activities.”

He said that on February 14,
2023, he wrote to the SEBI
Chairperson, urging the regula-
tor to “play its role as the steward
of India's financial markets” and
that he never received a reply.
“OnMarch 3,2023, the Supreme

Congress’s K C Venugopal,
TMC MP Sagarika Ghose

Court directed SEBI to ‘expedi-
tiously conclude the investiga-
tion’ into allegations of stock ma-
nipulation and accounting fraud
against the Adani Group within
two months,” Ramesh said.

“Now, 18 months later, SEBI
hasrevealed thatacritical investi-
gation, likely regarding whether
Adani violated Rule 19A relating
to minimum public shareholding,
remains incomplete,” said
Ramesh. “The factis that the SEBI's
seeming inability to close two of
its 24 investigations delayed the
publication ofits findings for over
ayear. This delay conveniently al-
lowed the Prime Minister to nav-
igate an entire general election
without addressing his role in fa-
cilitating his close friend'sillicit ac-
tivities,” he alleged.

Despite the Adani Group's
claims of receiving a “clean chit”,
SEBI has reportedly issued
show-cause notices to several

Adani companies concerning
these allegations, said Ramesh.

“However, the slow pace of
these investigations, especially
compared to the swift ‘justice’
that the Prime Minister's inves-
tigative agencies usually deliver
to opposition leaders, remains
inexplicable. Moreover, recent
revelations raise disturbing
questions about SEBI's integrity
and conductininvestigating the
Adani MegaScam,” he alleged.

“It is shocking to discover
that SEBI Chairperson and her
husband invested in the same
opaque Bermuda- and
Mauritius-based offshore funds
where Vinod Adani and his close
associates, Chang Chung-Ling
and Nasser Ali Shaban Ahli, also
invested,” Ramesh said.

“These funds were managed
by Anil Ahuja, a close friend of the
Buchs and anindependent direc-
tor in Adani Enterprises until May
31,2017,a period that overlapped
with the SEBI Chairperson's ear-
lier tenure as a Whole-Time
Member of SEBI,” he said.

The Congress also appealed
to the Supreme Court to “trans-
fer the investigation to the CBl or
a Special Investigation Team
given the likelihood of SEBI's
compromise”. “At a minimum,
the SEBI Chairperson must re-
sign to restore SEBI's integrity,”

After ‘flood jihad’ tirade, Assam CM
targets varsity: ‘Mecca-like structure’

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 12

AFTER CLAIMING that the
University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya (USTM)
- a private educational institu-
tion on the outskirts of
Guwabhati, owned by a Bengali-
origin Muslim - is waging “flood
jihad”, Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma stepped
up his attack, claiming the var-
sity is “destroying education”
and that the architecture of its
domed gate is a sign of “jihad”.
Last week, Sarma had
pinned the blame of flash floods
in the city on construction work
in USTM, located in
Meghalaya’s Ri-Bhoi district,
stating that deforestation and
hill-cutting for the campus was
responsible for the floods. The
University is promoted by the
Education Research and
Development Foundation,

There should be anamghar
(community prayer hall): CM

founded by Mahbubul Hoque, a
Muslim of Bengali origin from
Assam’s Karimganj district in
the Barak Valley. Hoque is also
the Chancellor of the
University.

On Monday, Sarma acceler-
ated his attack on the university.
The large main gate of the
University has three domes atop
it,about which he said, “It's em-
barrassing to go there, you have
to go under ‘Mecca’.”

“What we are saying is that
there should be a namghar
(community prayer hall, part of

Assam’s neo-Vaishnavite tradi-
tion)also there. ‘Mecca-Medina',
church. Make all three... They
have kept a ‘Mecca’ there. Let
them make a namghar, make a
church. We will walk under all
three, why will we walk under
justone,” he said.

Questioned by reporters on
his use of the term ‘jihad’, he said,
“They are doing jihaador baap
(slang, translating to ‘father of ji-
had’).'mbeing mild by calling it
jihad.Itis destroying our educa-
tion system. Whatever attacks
our civilisation, our culture, that
is called jihad.”

Sarma’s political opponents
have pointed out that he had in-
augurated a new block at the
university in 2021, in the pres-
ence of the Hoque. However, on
Monday, Sarma said he had
never visited the campus for an
inauguration, but had rather
gone there for a function at-
tended by the then President
Ram Nath Kovind.

Next big test in UP near, BJP deploys big guns

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

WITH FISSURES in Uttar Pradesh
BJP emerging following its sub-
par performance in the Lok
Sabha elections, the focus of the
entire party machinery is now
on the 10 Assembly bypolls,
most of which have been neces-
sitated by the election of their
MLAs to Parliament. The ruling
party has deployed 30 ministers
and 15 senior leaders as “paalaks
(caretakers)” to ensure every
voter is accounted for and ad-
dress the grievances of party
workers ahead of the by-elec-
tions whose date has not been

der litigation, while lakhs of other
families seek these records to set-
tle land and family disputes.
Every month, he said, they get re-
quests from four to five descen-
dants of the original claimants,
who approach the Archives
through the MHA or the courts.
“There are still some cases where
claims were awarded but the
compensationis still awaited,” he
said, adding that most of these
requests come from district
courts in Punjab, Haryana and
Delhi, through the MHA.

Mishra said the indexing will
help those looking for records.
“So now, if someone asks for a
record pertaining to their family,
we can search and revert if the
records indeed exist among the
12 lakh files housed in Lahore
Shed,” he said.

To these people and others,

announced yet.

Sources said the party ap-
pointed the 15 “caretakers” while
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
assigned constituencies to the
ministers. However, a party in-
sider claimed there were no dif-
ferences between the party and
the government. “They are work-
ing with each other to ensure vic-
tory,” said the source.

The appointments come
within months of differences
emerging within the party in the
crucial state during a review of
the parliamentary election re-
sults. The review concluded that
discontent among party work-
ers over the alleged neglect by
the state government machin-

ery contributed significantly to
its poor performance that saw its
tally dip from 62 in 2019 to 33.
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, among those
who appeared to criticise
Adityanath in the aftermath of
the Lok Sabha poll results, even
publicly said that the “sangathan
(party) is bigger than the
government”.

State Transport Minister
Dayashankar Singh who has
been deployed in Phulpur said
the party’s focus was on address-
ing its workers’ problems, exe-
cuting development projects,
and coordinating with the local
administration.

Bypolls in nine constituen-

The erstwhile Lahore Shed. Divya A

including researchers and histo-
rians, the conservation efforts of
the Archives will help open a
door to the past, allowing them
to uncover family histories, re-
solve legal disputes, and connect
with a chapter of history that
shaped modern India.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

For almost a decade after the
events of August 14, 1947, theroad
outside Lahore Shed s said to have
been teeming with refugee fami-
lies, who camped with food and
water as they waited to submit
their claims. In fact, the settlement
of some of these claims gave birth

cies have been necessitated by
the resignation of MLAs who
have now moved on to
Parliament while Sishamau will
vote for anew MLA after its pre-
vious representative Irfan
Solanki of the Samajwadi Party
(SP)was convicted for harassing
a woman over a land row.

The SP won five of these seats
inthe 2022 Assembly polls while
the Jayant Chaudhary-led RLD,
then its ally and now in NDA,
won one. The BJP bagged three
and ally NISHAD Party won one.

Meanwhile, the SP on
Monday appointed in-charges
for six of the 10 Assembly seats.

FULL REPORT
www.indianexpress.com

to several refugee colonies in
Delhi, including the now-thriving
Lajpat Nagar. Officials said the
compensation given to the
refugees included agricultural
land, shops, houses and even cash
in some cases.

Pradeep Kumar, another
Assistant Director of the Archives,
who is among those overseeing
the project, said that it was in
2010 that they were tasked by the
MHA to appraise the rehabilita-
tion files housed in the dilapi-
dated Lahore Shed. As part of the
appraisal, officials from the gov-
ernment departments concerned
and Archives sat together to as-
sess which of these records could
be declassified and preserved.

“Between 2010 and 2015, al-
most 3.37 lakh records were ap-
praised and transferred from
Lahore Shed to the NAI campus

In boxes at Delhi’s Lahore Shed, 12 lakh Partition-era settlement

said Ramesh.

TMC Rajya Sabha member
Sagarika Ghose told The Indian
Express that the matter must be
probed by a JPC, and that the
SEBI chief Buch step aside till the
probe is completed.

“Our party’s stand is that we
are concerned over this issue.
We are concerned about the
small investors of the country
and the credibility of the market
watchdog which must be trans-
parent and not opaque. A thor-
ough and open probe must be
done by aJPCand SIT, and till the
probe is completed, the SEBI
chief should step aside. If her
name is fully cleared, she can
come back,” she said. “The un-
willingness to constitute a JPCis

deeply problematic.”
Samajwadi Party chief
spokesperson Rajendra

Choudhary said the matter must
be investigated and the truth
should come out. “These are big
allegations, and should be probed.
Itisamatter of trust of investors,”
he told The Indian Express.

NCP (SP) working president
Supriya Sule demanded a discus-
sion in Parliament on the
Hindenburg allegations against
the SEBI Chairperson. Talking tore-
portersin Mumbai, she said: “Let's
wait for data to come. At present,
the allegations have beendenied.”
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I&B to news
channels: Use
timestamp and
date on visuals
of disasters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

THE CENTRE on Monday issued
anadvisory to private news chan-
nels to carry a date and time-
stamp on visuals of natural disas-
ters and major accidents while
reporting on such incidents.

The advisory, issued by the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, noted that televi-
sion channels provide continuous
coverage of natural disasters, ma-
joraccidents over several days but
keep showing the footage from
the day the incident took place.

The ministry argued that the
footage shown by television
channels several days after the
accident or disaster does not
necessarily reflect the real-time
ground situation which leads to
“unnecessary confusion and po-
tential panic among viewers".

"Therefore, to avoid any mis-
understandingamong viewers, all
private satellite TV channels are
hereby advised to ensure that vi-
suals of disasters, natural calamity
or major accidents should promi-
nently display a'DATE AND TIME'
stamp on the top of the footage,"
theadvisoryread,addingitwillen-
sure viewers are informed about
the date of the footage and the fact
thatitdoes notreflect the real time
position at the incident site.

Sule: Whenever I speak
in Parliament, husband
gets notice from I-T

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 12

OPPOSITION  NATIONALIST
Congress Party (SP)leader and Lok
Sabha MP Supriya Sule claimed on
Monday that her husband
Sadanand Sule received an in-
come tax notice following her
speech in Lok Sabha on Budget.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Mumbai, Sule said, “It
seems to have become aroutine.
Whenever I speak against the
government in Parliament, my
husband gets a notice from the
income tax department. The
same issue is raised each time,
even though my husband has al-
ready addressed it.”

The Baramati MP added, “I
raised several issues during my
speech, and now he is being
served another notice. It seems
that whenever I speak in
Parliament, my husband re-
ceives an income tax notice.”

NCP(SP) Lok
Sabha MP
Supriya Sule

When asked if she suspected
government involvement in the
hacking of her phone, Sule said,
“With agencies like the income
tax department, the CBI, and the
ED at its disposal, the govern-
ment doesn’t need an applica-
tion to hack into the phones of
political opponents. There could
be some form of surveillance.”

The phones of Sule and her
associates were reportedly
hacked last week. “I received a
message from a known contact,
and after opening it, my phone
froze. Later, my associate Aditi
Nalawade’s phone was also
hacked. I am grateful to the au-
thorities for retrieving my
WhatsApp account,” she added.

Sharad Pawar asks Govt to
g0 beyond 50% quota cap

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, AUGUST 12

A DAY after his convoy was
blocked and black flags were
waved at him by Maratha quota
protesters, NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar said on Monday if the cen-
tral government decides to in-
crease reservation beyond the 50
per cent ceiling, all parties in
Maharashtra would support the
Centre on the issue.

“The central government has
the power to cross the 50 per cent

on Janpath,” said Kumar. In 2014,
the MHA transferred the re-
maining records along with the
building itself to the Archives.
The MHA order on the transfer
of the documents said thatinaddi-
tion to the claims and compensa-
tion files, “the records of the-then
Ministry of Rehabilitation, and a
large number of unlisted non-cur-
rent records/files... kept in 102
wooden/steel almirahs, 1,045 steel
racks and two big wooden racks”,
were transferred to the Archives.
Describing the conditionof the
records, an official said they re-
ceived the papers as cloth potlis
(bundles),each containing around
5 kg of papers and no less than
“two kg of dust”. The double-
storeyed buildingitself wasinbad
shape, infested withrats, monkeys
and even snakes, officials said.
The files at the Lahore Shed

ceiling on reservation... If the
Modi government takes the ini-
tiative to provide reservation to
the Maratha community, we will
extend support toit,” Pawar said
atapress conference in Pune,and
also urged Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde to convene an all-party
meeting on the reservationissue.

Responding to Pawar’s call,
Shinde said in Mumbai, “I have
had discussion with Pawar sa-
heb...To maintain peace in the
state and between people of all
castes and religions, we will take
all necessary steps.”

claims to be digitised

are now neatly arranged on
racks, categorised under differ-
ent cities and states where the
refugees were resettled —
mostly Haryana, UP, Punjab and
Delhi, but also as far as Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

Until the recent conservation
exercise, there was noway of trac-
ing or pulling out a Partition-era
claim record from the dusty boxes
in Lahore Shed. “People would
keep trying in vain... some even
filed RTI requests. But now, with
the entire index being uploaded
on the Archives website, people
can check in advance if their
records are available with us, and
send usarequest,” explained Arun
Singhal, Director-General of the
Archives. “Once the records are
digitised and online, peopledon't
have to come to us, they can sim-
ply download,” he added.
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NIRF rankings out: II'T Madras at top for
6th year, IISc best university for 9th time

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

THE IITs continue to dominate the
top 10 ranks in the National
Institute Ranking Framework
(NIRF), with IIT Madras retaining
the first spot for the sixth consec-
utive year, according to the latest
edition released by the
Government on Monday.

The overall top 10 listis similar
to last year’s, comprising seven
IITs, [ISc Bengaluru, AIIMS Delhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU). And just like 2023, IISc has
again been placed in the second
position and JNU at the 10th spot.

In the universities list, how-
ever, [ISc has emerged at the top
yet again — a position it has held
since 2016, when the first edition
of the NIRF rankings was re-
leased. While Delhi University
has improved from the 11th spot
to the sixth, the University of
Hyderabad has slipped from10th
to 17th spot.

Only three private institutions
— the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education, the Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham, and the
Vellore Institute of Technology —
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| 2024 2023 20242023

Overall ' ! Engineering
IIT Madras 1|1 IIT Madras 1 1
[IScBengaluru | 2 2 IIT Delhi 2 2
IIT Bombay 3 4 IIT Bombay 3 3
IIT Delhi 4 | 3 IIT Kanpur 4 | 4
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Universities Medical
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are among the top 10 universities,
just like last year.

“Publicly funded institutions,
including CFTIs (centrally funded
technical institutes) and centrally
funded universities, dominate
the top ranks across most cate-
gories,” noted the report on the
rankings, announced by Union

Ex-IAS trainee officer Puja
Khedkar gets protection
from arrest until Aug 21

SOHINIGHOSH
DELHI,AUGUST 12

The Delhi High Court on Monday
granted former IAS trainee offi-
cer Puja Khedkar protection
from arrest until August 21 as it
added UPSC as a respondent
party to Khedkar’s plea seeking
anticipatory bail and issued no-
tice to the authorities.

The authorities are expected
to file its reply by August 21,
specifically regarding the court’s
query as to why her custody is
required and why she should not
be granted anticipatory bail as
sought by her.

The bench of ]Justice
Subramonium Prasad asked re-
spondent authorities why is her
custody required when so far in-
volvement of anybody else has
not been found and the case pri-

marily appears to be one of mis-
representation of facts. Taking
into account that UPSC has al-
ready suspended her candida-
ture, Justice Prasad said, “She is
notin the system to tamper with
the system... Unfortunately, the
trial court is bogged (down) by
the offence and not why bail
should not be granted.”

On August 1, a Delhi court
dismissed the anticipatory bail
plea of Khedkar, who has been
accused of fraudulently clearing
the Civil Services Examination
held by the Union Public Service
Commission.

Responding to the Delhi High
Court’s query, UPSC called her
“manipulative” and “influential”.
“The way she got into the system
speaks volumes of how she
is...Divorce of her parents)is used
for manipulating the system,”
said the Commission.

Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.

Among engineering colleges,
while IIT Madras has retained its
position as the top all through the
nine NIRF editions, in the list of re-
search institutions this year, it
stands second after IISc.

Said IIT Madras Director
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Professor V Kamakoti: “Unlike
[ISc, we are a more teaching ori-
ented institution. IISc is more re-
search oriented. If  want to com-
pete with IISc on the research
front, I have to reduce the teach-
ing load of the faculty and that
will happen only if I have more
faculty. We are now on a very big
recruitment spree. We want tore-
cruit more people so that the (fac-
ulty-student)ratiois 1:10. We are
now somewhere at 1:14.”

Under the NIREF, institutions
are evaluated on five groups of pa-
rameters: Teaching, Learning and
Resources (TLR), which includes
faculty-studentratio, faculty with
PhD, and, this year, the introduc-
tion of courses on the Indian
knowledge systems; Research and
Professional Practice (RP);
Graduation Outcome (GO);
Outreach and Inclusivity (OI),and
Perception (PR).

Among the top 10 in the uni-
versities category, JNU scored the
lowest in the Research and
Professional Practice parameter
(45.27/100), whileIISc scored the
highest (86.5/ 100).

“It was observed that faculty
with doctoral qualificationis con-
centrated in the top 100 institu-
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tions, the remaining institutions
have fewer faculty with doctoral
degrees”. “This is a serious hand-
icap since mentorship received
during the doctoral training as
Teaching Assistant can play a vi-
talrole in preparing the faculty for
a teaching career in higher edu-
cation,” the report said.

Among the top 100 institu-
tions, the report said, “faculty with
PhD vary from minimum of
62.98% in case of ‘college’ category
to the maximum o0f93.45%in case
of management institutions”.
“Whereas faculty with PhD in re-
maining institutions vary from
minimum of 32.30% in case of
pharmacy institutions to the max-
imum of 67.55% in case of univer-
sities,” it added.

This year, institutions were
ranked in 16 categories, three
more than last year. The new cat-
egories were: open universities,
state public universities and skill
universities. For the rankings,
10,845 applications were received
from 6,517 institutions.

Pointing out that a key aspect
of the NEP 2020 is accreditation
and ranking, Pradhan appealed to
“all 58,000 institutions” to partic-
ipate in the NIRF ranking process.
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URBAN PLANNING 8 CLIMATE CHANGE

Tamil Nadu’s Minister for Information Technology and Digital Services Dr Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan delivers the keynote address on ‘Urban Planning in the Era of Climate Change’ at The
Indian Express’s Thinc: Our Cities seminar in Chennai on Monday. The event, addressing the
critical challenges facing coastal urbanisation, was organised in association with Omidyar
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Naveen urges Centre to continue
support to UNESCO Kalinga Prize

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, BHUBANESWAR,
BENGALURU, AUGUST 12

THE SCIENCE and Technology
Ministry has withdrawn its con-
tribution to the prestigious UN-
ESCO Kalinga Prize for
Popularisation of Science,
UNESCO’s oldest award, insti-
tuted through a donation by
Odisha’s former Chief Minister
Biju Patnaik way back in 1951.
Official sources said the deci-
sion towithdraw the Department
of Science and Technology’s an-
nual contribution to the award
was part of the recent decision to
‘rationalise’ all science awards. The
government had, last year, insti-
tuted a new set of science awards,
called Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar,
toreplaceall the earlier awards, in-
cluding the coveted Shanti Swarup

PRAGYNESH
BAREILLY,AUGUST 12

AROUND 11 amon]July 2,2024,a
46-year-old woman set out on
foot from her mother's home to
her own, a distance of around 3
km. When she failed to reach by
even 8 pm, her husband went out
looking for her and was told about
abody inanearby sugarcane field.
His wife was the sixth victimof an
alleged serial killer active in the re-
gion for over a year.

On August 9, 2024, police in
Bareilly announced the arrest of
Kuldeep Kumar Gangwar, 35, the
alleged serial killer. “He was ar-
rested on Thursday (August 8,
2024). We had picked him up
along with three other suspects
earlier. He was spotted talking to
many women near the sugarcane

Behind
e theprize

EXPLAINED

THE SCIENCE Ministry
had been supporting
UNESCO’s Kalinga Prize
since 2001. The award
carries a cash prize of
US$40,000. The winner
also receives a Kalinga
Chair established by the
DST which carries a cash
component of US$ 5,000.

Bhatnagar Awards. The inaugural
set of Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskars
were announced last week.
Former Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, however, has
protested the government's deci-
sion and written to Science and

fields. He has confessed to killing
the six women. We are probing
his involvement in three more
cases,” the Station Office (SO) of
the local police station told The
Indian Express.

Barring a nearly seven-month
lull (from December 2023 to June
2024)—which coincided with the
sugarcane harvest season — be-
tween June 2023 and July 2024
six women between the ages of
45 and 65 years were found dead
in a 20-km radius of Bareilly dis-
trict. All the six were found stran-
gled with either their saris or du-
pattas. Police said the tall
sugarcane crops provided the per-
fect cover for Kuldeep to allegedly
carry out the killings.

“Multiple injuries were found
on the victims’ bodies. Some had
injuries on their inner thighs, the
others on their chins. Attempts to

Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh to ensure that the support
is restored.

“The Kalinga Prize is not just
asymbol of Odia pride but it has
set a legacy for independent
India in the comity of nations
globally... This prize was made
possible with a generous grant
of 1,000 pounds to UNESCO from
Kalinga Foundation Trust... of
which Biju Babu was the founder
president. UNESCO Kalinga Prize
is the only international award
from India in the field of popu-
larisation of science. Over the
years, it has been a highly cov-
eted prize and has alsobecome a
symbol of Odia identity at the in-
ternational level... Kalinga prize
is not just an international award
butitis agreatlegacy, which the
people of Odisha are proud of
and identify with,” Patnaik wrote
in his letter.

sexually assault them are con-
firmed,” Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Anurag Arya told The
Indian Express,adding that he tar-
geted women around the same
age as his stepmother. The Indian
Express has withheld the names
of the victims.

Aday before Kuldeep’s highly
publicised arrest, the local police
had shared sketches of three sus-
pects. His sketch, identical to his
photograph shared with the me-
dia — from the crease in his grey
shirt near the right shoulder to the
shadow on his neck — sparked
doubts about the investigation.

The first victim

Apair of slippers on a decom-
posing body found in his uncle’s
sugarcane field was all the farmer
needed to identify his wife on the
morning of June 19, 2023. Two

2006 German woman rape:
Convict Bitti Mohanty dies

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, AUGUST 12

BITTIHOTRA MOHANTY, who
was convicted of raping a
German woman in Rajashtan’s
Alwar in 2006, died late Sunday
night while undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS-Bhubaneswar.

Hospital sources said
Mohanty, son of former Odisha
Director General (Home Guards
and Fire Services) Bidya Bhusan
Mohanty, was diagnosed with
stomach cancer in October last
year and was admitted to AIIMS
amonth back.

Known as Bitti, Bittihotra
Mohanty was 25 years old and
doing a management course in
Delhi when he was charged in
2006 with raping a German
woman on March 21 that year.

A first-track court convicted
Mohanty and sentenced him to

seven years’ rigorous imprison-
mentand a fine of Rs 10,000ina
record 21 days.

The chargesheet in the case
was filed on March 24, 2006, and
on April 12, the verdict was an-
nounced. The Rajasthan High
Court upheld the conviction in
the same year on October 4.
Later, the Supreme Court upheld
the verdict. While hearing peti-
tions related to his case, the apex
directed him to surrender by
June 5, this year. Two months
ago, he surrendered to the Circle
Jail at Choudwar in Cuttack.

His father, a 1972-batch IPS
officer, was suspended in August
2007 after a Rajasthan court is-
sued a non-bailable arrest war-
rant against him for allegedly
helping his son jump parole.
Subsequently, he also turned
fugitive. His suspension was re-
voked in May 2009, and he re-
tired from service in 2012.

The bodies of six women between the ages of 45 and 65
years were found in a 20-km radius of Bareilly district
between June 2023 and July 2024. Gajendra Yadav

days earlier, his wife, 45, had left
the house saying she was going to
a nearby village to get medicine
for her nagging backache.

Sitting ona plastic chairinthe
angan (courtyard) of his brick
house, surrounded by his family,
he says that when his wife didn’t

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

return home by 1 pm, they went
looking for her “all over the village,
even the nearby jungle”. On June
18,2023, a missing complaint was
filed at the police station.

A day later, her body was dis-
covered at the most unexpected
of places — minutes from the
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HC to rule again on probe
into forgery charges in
SSC member recruitment

Officer Sanjiv Chaturvedi alleged forgery to deny him post

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

THIS AUGUST 14, for the second
time in 17 months, the
Uttarakhand High Court will de-
cide on a petition by an Indian
Forest Service officer who has
levelled allegations of forgery in
the rejection of his application for
the post of amember of the Staff
Selection Commission (SSC).

The officer, Sanjiv
Chaturvedi, who received the
Ramon Magsaysay award in
2015 for “exemplary integrity,
courage and tenacity in uncom-
promisingly exposing and
painstakingly investigating cor-
ruption”, has sought an inde-
pendent probe into the rejection
of his application.

One of the largest recruit-
ment agencies of the govern-
ment, the SSC conducts the an-
nual Combined Graduate Level
Examination for hiring non-
gazetted officers.

In March 2023, ruling on
Chaturvedi’s petition for a CBI
probe into alleged fabrication by
the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) in the selec-
tion of an SSC member, the High
Court had asked him to file an
FIR at the local police station.

The allegations of forgery
date back to July 2020 when the
DoPT disqualified Chaturvedi,
claiming that his application for
the SSC member’s post was de-
livered “by hand” at a “wrong
section” on May 29, well past the
March 23 deadline.

According to Chaturvedi, the
DoPT has been silent on the
Postal Tracking Report which
showed that his papers, sent by
Speed Post, were delivered on
March 20.

The matter, which went up to
the Supreme Court and the
Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), has returned to the High
Court. A bench led by Chief
Justice Ritu Bahri has asked the
DoPT to “clarify” the gap of 70
days.

The Indian Express has re-
viewed submissions made in the

Need time to think
about apology:
J&K TAS officer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 12

J&K IAS officer Shyambir Singh,
who has been accused of harass-
ing Ganderbal’s Chief Judicial
Magistrate over a land acquisi-
tion case, has asked the state’s
High Court for time to think over
whether he would file a written
apology to the judge and “per-
sonally appear” in his court.

This comesless thana fortnight
after the HC initiated contempt
proceedings against Shyambir
Singh on the back of a contempt
reference made by Ganderbal Chief
Judicial Magistrate Fayaz Ahmad
Qureshi. Appearing before a
Division Bench of Justices Atul
Sreedharan and Sanjeev Kumar,
Shyambir Singh orally asked for
more time, saying no intention
of “undermining the dignity of
the learned court”.

house, in the field owned by her
husband’s uncle. “Her body was
lying between the sugarcane. It
had decomposed due to the heat.
Her slippers were the only thing I
could still recognise about her,” he
recalls. An FIR was finally regis-
tered on July 21 last year.

On June 29, 2023, another
woman, 55, was found strangled
in a nearby village. Her murder
spooked the women inall nearby
villages and they refused to step
out without an escort. “Work in
the fields stopped since the
women never left their homes.
The police installed CCTV cameras
all over the village from July 21,
2023, onwards to catch the killer,”
adds the local.

Local police said 1,500 CCTVs
cameras were installed across af-
fected villages after the first mur-
der FIR was filed. For the rest of

case. This is the chronology of
events:

M January 2020: DoPT in-
vited applications by March 23
for the post of SSC member.

W March 2020: Uttarakhand
forwarded Chaturvedi’s applica-
tion, with its recommendation.
According to multiple court sub-
missions by the Department of
Post, the application was deliv-
ered at the DoPT’s central reg-
istry on March 20.

M July 2020: Of 16 applicants,
Indian Railway Personnel Service
(IRPS) officer Ashok Kumar was
picked by the DoPT as the first
choice. Chaturvedi was disquali-
fied on the ground that his appli-
cation reached late and that he
had a post-graduate diploma,
and not a PG degree. His con-
tention was that a diploma from
the Indira Gandhi National Forest
Academy (IGNFA) had been
recognised as equivalent to a PG
degree since the 1990s.

W August 2020: The DoPT re-
laxed the requirement of a
mandatory three-year cooling
period for its first choice, Ashok
Kumar, who had returned from a
deputation in December 2019.
Records showed that then
Minister of State Jitendra Singh
signed the file on August 3, four
days before the DoPT secretary
signed on August 7.

B September 2020: The
Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) approved Kumar’s
selection and the waiver.

M January 2021: Chaturvedi
petitioned Uttarakhand High
Court to set aside Kumar's ap-
pointment, order a fresh selec-
tion and constitute a CBI probe,
alleging that the DoPT forged
records to disqualify him as a late
applicant.

W March 2023: After two
years, the HC transferred the first
two prayers to the CAT on tech-
nical grounds. On the third
prayer, the HC said it could not
order a CBI probe “at the drop of
a hat” and asked Chaturvedi to
lodge an FIR at the jurisdictional
police station or approach a
magistrate.

B May 2023: The CAT re-

served its order on May 23.
Chaturvedi moved the Supreme
Court for a CBI probe.

M July 2023: OnJuly 4, the SC
bench of Justices ] B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra ruled that “it
will be too much for this Court to
say anything” regarding a CBI
probe, and told Chaturvedi that
“itis always open for him to take
appropriate steps in that regard,
in accordance with law, before
the appropriate forum”.

On July 7, Chaturvedi urged
the CAT to pronounce its judg-
ment since Ashok Kumar’s term
in the SSCwas to end on July 20.

OnJuly 24, the CAT ruled that
Chaturvedi’s application “was
received in the wrong Section on
20.3.2020 but reached the con-
cerned Section after the cut-off
date, on 29.5.2020".

WAugust 2023: Chaturvedi
challenged the CAT order before
the HC, submitting that there is
no record of movement of his
application for 70 days and that
posts are delivered at the central
registry, and not at sections of
the DoPT. The HC gave the par-
ties a month to file affidavits.

M October 2023: Chaturvedi
wrote directly to the CBI, seek-
ing a probe. The CBI declined, cit-
ing the March 2023 HC order.

B May 2024: The HC granted
another 10 days to the DoPT “to
clarify the position as to how the
date of receiving the documents
sent by the petitioner as re-
flected by the Postal Tracking
Report on 20.03.2020, is re-
flected as received on
29.05.2020 by the respondent”.

M June 2024: The DoPT re-
peated that Chaturvedi’s appli-
cation was delivered by hand at
the wrong section and that it
took over two months for the let-
ter to arrive at the correct desk.
On the minister signing the file
ahead of the secretary, the DoPT
said it was necessitated due to
the Covid restrictions. It was
silent on  disregarding
Chaturvedi’s IGNFA diploma.

M July 2024: Chaturvedi reit-
erated his plea for an impartial
probe.

The hearing is on August 14.

7 killed, 9 hurt in stampede
at temple in ]ehanabad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, AUGUST 12

AT LEAST seven devotees, includ-
ing five women, were killed and
nine otherswereinjuredinastam-
pede near Baba Siddheshwarnath
Temple atop Barabar hillsinBihar’s
Jehanabad late Sunday night.

The incident took place at
around 12.30 am when devotees
were climbing Barabar hills in
Makhdumpur area of Jehanabad.

Some local residents have
blamed poor crowd management
and police lathicharge for the inci-
dent. “There had been common
routes for people visiting the tem-
ple and returning from there. As
number of devotees started
swelling ahead of onset of fourth
Monday of Saawan month, police
could not manage crowd and in-
stead opened lathicharge that
might have caused the stampede”,

2023, sugarcane fields became
synonymous with terrorin the re-
gion.

Three more murders followed,
including that of a 65-year-old
with snow-white hair on
November 20, 2023. The serial
killer’s last victimin 2023, she was
last seen walking towards her field
that afternoon. Her body was
spotted in her field around 6 pm
by locals that day. Then, the sug-
arcane was harvested and the
killings paused for nearly seven
months.OnJuly 2,2024, the sixth
woman was murdered.

Meanwhile, the families of
two victims have called for arein-
vestigation.

The son of the June 29, 2023,
victim says, “She had a heated ar-
gument with the owners of a brick
kiln in the village 10 days before
her death and even filed a com-

ek .

ht

Grieving family members of
the victims in Jehanabad on
Monday. P11

said Suman Kumar; relative of an
injured kanwariya.

Jehanabad District Magistrate
Alankrita Pandey said: ‘We confirm
seven deaths. We are looking into
cause of the incident. We are get-
ting the injured treated at the
Jehanabad hospital”.

plaint against them at the local
thana. Ten days later, her body was
found with her sari tied around
her neck."

The husband of the sixth vic-
tim suspects she was killed by
those he is involved in a land dis-
pute. "Now my wife is dead. The
police should take another look
into her murder.”

Astation official, however, says
all sixmurders were too “precise*
to be a coincidence. “In fact,
Kuldeep took us to the locations
himself,” he says.

“He strangled the victims with
either his bare hands or with their
clothes. All victims had a piece of
cloth tied around their necks, with
the knot always on the left. He
would always kill in a sugarcane
field so he could move around un-
detected by CCTV cameras,” SSP

Arya says.

Bareilly serial killer targeted victims in sugarcane fields, say police
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Shambhu Border:
Discuss partial
reopening, SC
tells Punjab and
Haryana police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

THE SUPREME Court Monday
asked Punjab and Haryana police
chiefs to discuss within a week
partial reopening of Shambhu
Border for the movement of am-
bulances, senior citizens, women,
students, essential services and
any commuters of the nearby
area. The apex courtalso said that
the modalities for this may be
worked out.

Abench ofJustices SuryaKant
and Ujjal Bhuyan also asked the
Punjab government to persuade
the farmers to remove their mod-
ified tractors, trolleys from the
spot, saying highways are not
parking spaces for the vehicles.

“Why don’t you persuade the
farmers... because highways are
not parking space for tractors, trol-
leys etc,” Justice Kant asked
Punjab Advocate-General
Gurminder Singh as he urged the
bench to pass a direction to ease
the barricading put in place by
Haryanainorder toallow vehicles
going for emergency and essen-
tial services.

Rajkot chief fire officer held for
eraft, weeks after predecessor’s
arrest in game zone fire case

GOPALKATESHIYA &
BRENDAN DABHI
RAJKOT, AUGUST 12

NEWLY-APPOINTED Rajkot chief
fire officer (CFO) Anil Maru, who
had assumed charge on June 29,
was allegedly caught red-handed
taking Rs1.8 lakh bribe at his office
in the headquarters of the Rajkot
Municipal Corporation (RMC)
Monday, said a statement from
Gujarat’s ACB. Maru was arrested
weeks after former CFO llesh Kher
was held in connection with the
TRP Game Zone blaze that
claimed 27 lives. Kher’s deputy
Bhikha Theba was arrested earlier
ina disproportionate assets case.

Maru is the second fire officer
of Rajkot to face ACB action in
around two months and fourth to
face police action after the May 25
fire incident. A team led by
Jamnagar ACB police station in-
charge-cum-inspector RN Virani

laid the trap forMarubased on
a complaint from a private con-
tractor. The complainant alleged
that Maru had demanded Rs 5
lakh for granting fire-safety clear-
ance to a building. The contractor

Rajkot chief
fire officer

- (CFO) Anil
Maru

.

D

said after installing a fire-fighting
system in the building, he ap-
proached the CFO office seeking
clearance.

“However, when the com-
plainant went to the accused, he
soughtRs 3lakh bribeinlieu of the
clearance. The complainant paid
Rs1.2lakhevenastheaccused de-
manded that the balance Rs1.8
lakh be paid within five days. Soon
after, he approached Jamnagar
ACB,” said the statement.

According to the ACB, “The ac-
cused was detained from the spot
after he accepted the Rs1.8 lakh
bribe.” Later in the evening Maru
was formally arrested, said in-
spector Virani. ACB officers said
that they were conducting
searches at places associated with
Maru. The state government had
appointed Maru as CFOin-charge
after Kher was arrested on June 22
for his alleged negligence leading
to the fire at TRP Game Zone.
Meanwhile, Theba, the then

deputy CFO of Rajkot, was ar-
rested by ACB onJune 6 after being
booked for allegedly acquiring dis-
proportionate assets worth Rs
79.94 lakh between 2012 and
2024. Theba, who had served as
in-charge CFO of Rajkot before
Kher’s appointment in 2020, was
also arrested in the fire case on
June 22. Both were eventually sus-
pended. After the two arrests, fire
station officer Amit Dave was
made deputy CFO in-charge. On
June 15, 2024 the RMC relieved
Dave from the additional respon-
sibility, giving the interim charge
of deputy CFO to another station
officer Hardik Gadhvi.

However, Gadhvi took volun-
taryretirement, after which Maru,
the then fire officer of Bhuj townin
Kutch district was appointed CFO
in-charge. His appointment had
come amid an ongoing crack-
down by the RMC on buildings
not compliant with fire safety
norms and the civic body sealing
dozens of buildings in the after-
math of the fire incident.
Incidentally, fire station officer
Rohit Vigora was also held for his
alleged inaction against the TRP
Game Zone.

Western Ghats: States’s submission on ESAs
to Centre’s committee based on old surveys

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

THE CENTRE'S expert panel —
tasked with finalising the extent
of eco-sensitive areas (ESA)in the
Western Ghats — has received
submissions broadly based onold
ground truthing surveys carried
out by states governments, The
Indian Express has learnt.

The Environment Ministry’s
expert panel headed by Sanjay
Kumar, former Director General
of Forest, is currently examining
objections and submissions by six
states to arrive at a consensus af-
ter the Centre last weekreissued a
draft notification demarcating

ESAs in the Western Ghats across
56,825 sq km.

New mining projects, thermal
power plants, sand mining, quar-
rying, township constructions are
banned in villages proposed as
ESAs. Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Keralaand Tamil Nadu
carried out the surveys between
2013 and 2018 to physically verify
the extent of villages declared as
ESA by Centre in a draft notifica-
tion based on the KKasturirangan
panel’s report.

“Everyone has presented their
region specific implementation
problems and hurdles.Some have
sought exclusion only, some have
sought exclusion and inclusion of
ESAs.The submissions are largely

based on the past ground sur-
veys,” asource,aware of develop-
ments, said.

It is learnt that the expert
panel is being assisted by the
Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing, Dehradun to verify the
green cover and extent of vil-
lages marked as ESA and weed
out survey errors. A Goa govern-
ment official confirmed on the
condition of anonymity that the
statewide physical verification
surveys carried outin the past to
demarcate ESAs in the state were
at the heart of the submissions
made to the Centre’s expert
panel. “The surveys in the past
had shown overlaps, spelling
mistakes and gaps with regards

to the villages demarcated as
ESAs based on the Kasturirangan
report. We have reconciled these
gaps and sent them to the
panel,” the official said.

Itislearnt that most states, ex-
cept Gujarat — where the spread
of ESA proposed (449 sq km) s
the smallest — have sought reduc-
tionsin the areaunder ESA. There
has been negligible headway
made with Karnataka as they
have rejected implementation of
the Kasturirangan panel’s recom-
mendations.

For Kerala, where the devas-

tating Wayanad landslides has _

brought the focus back, the panel
has sought more information
from them, sources said.

Kannauj; Former ALL1,677 ACROSS STATE TO BE INSPECTED

6l madrasas face derecognition
as MP begins inspection exercise

block president
arrested for bid
to disrobe girl

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 12

A 48-YEAR-OLD businessman
and former block pramukh has
been arrested in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kannauj for allegedly attempting
to disrobe a teenaged girl whom
he had called on the pretext of ar-
rangingajob, police said. The 15-
year-old gsirl was accompanied
by her aunt, who is in her 30s.
Police reached the spot after re-
ceiving a call from the girl and ar-
rested Singh, who officers said
was found “partially clothed”.

The incident also triggered a
political slugfest, with the ruling
BJP claiming that the accused is
a Samajwadi Party member
with close ties to its senior SP
leaders. However, the SP denied
the allegations, saying that
Nawab Singh is no longer affili-
ated with the party.

An FIR was registered against
Singh under Section 76 (assault or
use of criminal force with the in-
tent to disrobe) of the IPC along
with several sections of the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act. Singh was
produced before alocal courtand
sent to judicial custody.

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, AUGUST 12

CITING REASONS such as “suspi-
cious activities” and missing stu-
dents, the Madhya Pradesh state
educationdepartment hasissued
orders to cancel the recognition of
61 madrasas. The development
comes against the backdrop of the
state government ordering an in-
spection of all 1,677 madrasas
across the state.

School Education Minister
Uday Pratap Singh had on July 30
directed that madrasas "failing to
meet state guidelines should have
their recognition revoked and any
assistance from the School
Education Department discontin-
ued immediately”.

Thisis the first such inspection
exercise carried out by the state
government under Chief Minister
Mohan Singh Yadav. In 2023, for-
mer CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
during the assembly poll cam-
paign, had promised that "illegal
madrasas and institutions in the
state that teach lessons of bigotry
will be reviewed”.

District education officers
from Sheopur and Ratlam districts
have submitted reports to the ed-

Implement law on healthcare
professions or face action: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

CONCERNED OVER “prolifera-
tion of illegal allied healthcare
educational institutions and
bodies”, the Supreme Court on
Monday cautioned the Centre,
States and UTs of coercive action
if they fail to implement the
National Commission for Allied
and Healthcare Professions (NC-
AHP) Act, 2021.

Athree-judge bench presided
by Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud said “though this
court entertained the petitionin

September 2023, the fact re-
mains that provisions of the Act
have still not been imple-
mented”. It noted that out of all
the states and union territories,
only 14 have set up state councils.

The court said, “The parlia-
mentary legislation was in-
tended to provide a legislative
framework to protect the public
interest against the proliferation
of illegal institutional bodies.
Despite the passage of three
years since the enactment of the
law, both the Union Government
and the state governments have
completely failed to discharge
their statutory responsibilities.”

ucation department, The Indian
Express has learnt. The 569 chil-
dren who were studying in the af-
fected madrasas here will be ac-
commodated in government
schools, the district education of-
ficers said.

In Ratlam, where action has
been taken against five madrasas,
the DEO wrote in the report that
the madrasas needed to be closed
down "in the interest of the soci-
ety, city and country”.

Two madrasas, the report
states, appeared “to be carrying
out wrong and other suspicious
activities”. On one of these, it
states, "The madrasais runningin
tworooms and one hall, no record
of any child is available. Madrasa
appears to be carrying out wrong
and other suspicious activities."

In Sheopur, DEO R S Tomar
told The Indian Express, "Fifty-six
Madrasas were found not fully op-
erational. In our district, thank-
fully, we have not found any suspi-
cious activities in these
establishments.” However, the
team noted that many of the in-
stitutions did not have proper doc-
umentation, or had fewer stu-
dents and staff than what therolls
reflected. Moreover, some
madrasas were either found non-

existent during a physical verifi-
cation or were being run out of
one-room rented accommoda-
tions. Whenanew madrasais es-
tablished, it gets a one-year cer-
tificate from the state madrasa
board, the governing body for all
madrasasin the state. Afterwards,
the madrasa applies for a three-
year extension. These institutions
are provided with a mid-day
meal, textbooks and a Rs 26,650
yearly grant. However, since 2020,
the registration of new madrasas
has been put on hold.

Several madrasas have, over
the years, opted not to renew their
registration. One madrasa owner
from Sheopur said their financial
assistance has been on hold for
three years now, and they have no
money to provide mid-day meals
or teacher salaries.

State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights mem-
ber Dr Nivedita Sharma told The
Indian Express, "These institutions
are not to inculcate religious train-
ing. They are being given the sta-
tus of a school and should fulfil
the education criteria. They don't
have buildings or teaching staff,
and such institutions which get
government grants should shut
down."

CSIR
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CSIR-CENTRAL ROAD

RESEARCH INSTITUTE

DELHI-MATHURA ROAD,
P.O. CRRI, NEW DELHI-110025

CANCELLATION OF ADVT. NO. 02/PC/
JHT-2024
This is to inform that the Advertisement No. 02/PC/
JHT-2024 for 01 post of Junior Hindi Translator in
CSIR-CRRI stands cancelled with immediate effect due
to certain administrative exigencies. No further queries
will be entertained in this matter.

Controller of Administration
CSIR-CRRI
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All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi

presents

PUBLIC LECTURE & PANEL DISCUSSION ON

Vitiligo (Leukoderma)

Welcome

Dr. (Prof.) M. Srinivas, Director, AIIMS, New Delhi

Introduction
Dr. (Prof.) Kaushal Verma

Dean (Acad.) & HoD (Dermatology and Venereology),

AIIMS, New Delhi
Speakers & Panelists

Dr. M. Ramam, Dr. Sujay Khandpur
Dr. Somesh Gupta, Dr. Kanika Sahni,

Dr. Vishal Gupta, Dr. Neha Taneja

e Vitiligo: myths and psychological impact
e Surgery and melanocyte transplant

* Medical and light therapies

e Adjunctive measures: camouflage

Date : 13.08.2024 (Tuesday)
Time : 04:00 to 5:00 PM
Venue : J.L. Auditorium, New Delhi

Scan QR code for live telecast

7

ENTRY
FREE

All are cordially invited
(Please take your seat by 3:45 PM)

Programme will also be live streamed on YouTube

AIIMS Channel

https://youtube.com/live/083S6dhUA8g?feature=share

Please join for tea after the lecture
Parking available at Multi Level Underground Parking
(Near Masjid Moth Campus, AIIMS)
For more information please contact:
Media & Protocol Division, AIIMS, New Delhi
Ph: 011-26593400, 26593514, 26549131

CBC-17112/11/0029/2425

HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION
BAYS NOLOT-T0, SECTOR-2, PANCHRKULA-134151

(www.hssc.gov.in)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice to the candidates for Physical Screening Test (PST) for
the post of Female Constable (GD) against Advt. No. 06/2024,
Cat. No.02 of Police Department. Haryana

This is for information of the candidates that the list of female
candidates who have quahfied the Physical Measurement
Test 1s published below. The Physical Screening Test (PST)of
shortlisted candidates 18 scheduled 1o start from 12,08.2024
for the post of Female Constable (GD) against Adwyt,
No 062024, Cat, No, O, The schedule of the PST 15 attached
vide Annexure-A, The qualified candidates are advised to be
prepared for their PST accordingly,

The hst of candidates who have not qualified PMT s
mentioned vide Annexure - B,

I'he Registration No's of candidates who have quahfied PM
in ascending order are available on the official website of the
Comimission .. www. hsse.gov.in

-5d/-
Deputy Secretary
Harvana Staff Selection Commission

No. 28826/HRY Dated: 10.08.2024

SML ISUZU LIMITED

CiM i L5010 PB15983PLCODGS 16
Regd Office & Works: Yillage Asron, Destl. Shahid Bhagat Singh Magar {Mawanshahr)
Punjsb -144 533, Phene : 01B81- 270155, Fax: 01B61-270223
Corporate Office: SC0 204-205, Sacior 34-A Chandigarh-160022
Phane: 0172- 2647700-02; Fax : 0172-2615111
Email; investorsi@smilsuzu.com | Website: www.smilisuzu. com

40TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SML ISUZU LIMITED
T0 BE HELD THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING (VC) /
OTHER AUDID VISUAL MEANS (OAVM)

Membars af Bie Company may pleasa nola fhat lha 40tk Annual Genaral Meeting CAGKT) of tha
Company will b2 hald on Frday, 20th Sepbembsar, 2024-at 11:00 A M. theough Videa Conferencing (VC) |
Criher Audio Viual Mears (O8N in compigce wish the applicable provisions of the Comganies A
213 {ihe Actl, the Bides made thereunder and the SEBI (Lisbng Ooligalicns and Daclosune
Regquiroments) Begulations, 2005 Listing Reguiations) read with the Ganeral Circutar Mods) 1452020
dabad Bth April, 2020, 172020 daled 13% Apnil, 2020, 203020 daled 5lk May. 2030 and (977023 daled
26th Saptembar, 2023 issuead by Mnistny of Corparate Afiairs [MCAT,

Pursuenl io MCA Circwlams and all atbar appicetis crculers issued by SEBL Motica of 40th AGK alang
with the Bnnual Repor for Financial Year 2023-24 wil be sent indue course ONLY In 2leclroms mode ta
thiese Members whesa s-mai addresses are registens] with fhe CompanyDeposiory Paricpands)
iDPs, Members desecus ol sbiaining the phivscal cogy ol e Noloe al AGM ad dnrial Rapost 2024,
may sand lhairreques! & invesiars@smlEusd, com

Motica of AGA and the Annual Reporl 2024 will ba available on the website of the Campany &l
wiwrw. smisumu.com, an tha websie of BSE Lim#ad &t waw.bseindia.com, on the websile of Mational
Slpck Exchenge of India Limited [MEE| &t wawnseindia.com and aleo on the wehsite of N30OL &
i Evaling ngc com

W e Beers | Pl an cpportunily & cast e vale remolely on the buseaess Sams a3 el oul in the
Modicn af AGR heough fermota.e-voling [ e-voling 84 A0GM. The manner ol cashing vale through remoba
a-valingfe-noding alAGM for Membsars will b peosided in lha MoSce ol AGM

Tha Broard, & &= mesling hald on 23nd May 2824, has mcommended Final Drvidend of 160% [Rs, 16~
per sharg), The Divdand, subject |o the approval of the Members, will b2 paid on or befare
20t Octobar M2 to these Members whose names appear an the Register of Members as an the
S Dale e, B3 Senlesnbar, 2024, The {'ll,.'ql':.'ll,'!l af Members i ahang rarster boaks wall remsan
o tnom Tk Seglomber, 2024 Lo 131h Sepamibes, 2024 (Dofh days inclusiva) far tha pumpose of AGM
instruction for Members who hava nof regisdened thair email and'or nol updaled bank accoun] dalads or
ather KY1C datels wilh the Compamy/TPs:

PHYSICAL HOLOING

Purauand o Master Circalar dated Tth May 2024 and Circular dated 10t Junes 2024 msusd bie SEBIL |
shall be mendaiory for the holders of physical secunlies fo fumish PAN, conlact detais {Poslal
address with PEN and Mobile numbary, Bank Al details and specimaen signaburg for Shes
CONTESEaNENg lelit numbers, Mambers of such fofiog whame n ary ane al ke atave mentkned
documentidetails are nod updeted shall ba sfipbie;
= To Ipdge grievance ar avall any sendce request from the RTA OMLY after fumishing PAN and
KYIC datels.
* Fareny paymant inchuding dividand, inbarastar redemplian payment in raspect of such falias OMLY
Ihrough electronic mode with effact tnom 1stApAl, 2024,
flambers & raguasted bo mgisterupdate the delails in prascribsd Fom 1SR-1 and cther ralevanl
fafms duly Alled aking wilk sellallested suppofnyg documents and allser redevant farms with
Plis, MICE Snare Transdar Agent Limited, Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of e Campany | MES
&l hedpdeckdalhiiiimesreqistrars.com. Membans mey download the prascibad farms from the
Company's'wabsile at wwiw smizim. com
DEMAT HOLDING
Mhamibers holding shares in Damat mode are raguashed to ragislesiupdale thair E-mai addrassBank
Acooun delals ofher BY L getmis v thair Dapossbary Paricpant[s)

Members may note thal purswant o the Incomea Tax Acl, 1961, &s amendad by (he Fnanca A, 2020,
dividand s faxable in e hands of the Members, The Company shal, fherefore, daduct Tax al Sounos
1 TOE") &l e Brrve &l msaking payment ol dividend. Far SML ISUZU LIMITED

PARNESH MADAN
Dixte; 12.08 2024 Company Sacrelery
Place: Chandigarh (L I

epaper.indianexpress.com .. -

LvimeErrimient ol bndlka
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Prime Ministers Museum and Library

cordially invites you to a Talk
on

India and China in East Asia:
Contestations and Competition in the

Indo-Pacific Era
by

Dr. Amlan Dutta

Junior Fellow, PMML
Wednesday, 14 August 2024 at 3:00pm
Venue:
Seminar Room, Prime Ministers Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi

All are Welcome.

Those wishing to have their names added to the email list
may please email us at:- ccs2nmml @gmail.com

CBC-09142/12/0017/2425

dareers

# =, AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL
W CORPORATION

Nm R MAHANAGAR SEVA SADAN

Advt. No.: 08/2024-25& Circular No. 01/2024-25

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation had published an Advertisement
Mo. 08/2024-25 & Circular No 1/2024-25 Dated: 09/07/2024to fill the
post of Deputy Municipal Commissioner, The syllabus & marking pattemn
has been revised as under and also published on Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation website www.ahmedabadcity.gov.in. All the candidates
who applied for the said post are advised to take a note of this.

SF. Type of Test section| Time
i Marks

PART -1

MCO Test

» Logical Reasoning & Aptitude, Data
Interpretation & Quantitative Ability.

* \ferbal Ability& Reading Comprehension

» Current Affairs & General Knowledge. 60

« GPMC Act - 1949. Minutes

» Urhan Governance Current |Ssues

* Municipal Administration.

= AM.C. e

Descripfive Test

1. Social/Economical/PoliticalflLegalEnvironment 30
issues related to National/ Global scenario, Minutes

2. Topics Related to AMG.

Minirmim
Qualifying
Marks 35

Total

PART -2

Document Vertfication -

Minimum
Qualifying
Marks 10

Interview Jd

Total | 100

= Written test based on candidates parformance - 70 marks {Minimum
Qualifying Marks 35) and Oral Interview - 30 (Minimum Qualifying Marks
10} Accarding to marks obtained, final merit will be prepared out of total
100 marks .

= Detatled information regarding the recruitment process for the post will be

= Advi No. 08/2024-25 & Circular No 1/2024-25 Dated: 09/07/2024 from all
caste candidates qualified, only online applications are Invited & to be
received by 23:59 hrs on 20/08/2024. Online application fees to be paid by
all category candidates by 22/08/2024. (Disabled category candidates are
exempted from Fees paying)

» Candidates who have applied earlier need not apply again.

MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

WHEN IT RAINS

Bumper kharif harvest and benign global prices with no fresh
supply shocks could ease food inflationary pressures

HE SOUTHWEST MONSOON season had a poor start, with all-India rainfall in

June 10.9 per cent below the long period average (“normal”) for the month. The

rains were subpar everywhere, save the South, Maharashtra, west Madhya

Pradesh and east Rajasthan. But as EI Nifio ebbed and transitioned into a “neu-
tral” phase, July recorded 9 per cent above-normal rains, with all regions, barring the
North and East, receiving robust precipitation. The current month has been even better
— 26 per cent above normal rainfall, taking the cumulative surplus for the season (June-
September) to 6.3 per cent till August 12. The deficiency is now largely in Bihar, Jharkhand
and parts of Northwest India where farmers have access to irrigation. In short, the mon-
soon has been good so far, while also helping recharge groundwater tables and fill up the
country’s major reservoir dams to 64.7 per cent of full storage capacity — more than 60.8
per cent last year and the 53.7 per cent 10-year-average for this time.

The well-distributed rains, both spatially and temporally, have led to increased area
sown under all big-ticket kharif crops — paddy, pulses, maize and oilseeds. There are ex-
ceptions like cotton, whose acreage has fallen more due to farmers switching to ground-
nut, maize or paddy: Pink bollworm insect attacks, and no significant yield-protecting
technologies after Bt cotton, have made them hesitant in growing the fibre crop. With
global weather agencies predicting a La Nifia — EI Nifio’s “cool cousin” generally known
to boost rainfall activity in India — to develop by September and persist through winter
and spring, the prospects appear encouraging for the upcoming rabi cropping season as
well. The last El Nifio from April 2023 to almost May this year not only suppressed the
monsoon and post-monsoon rains, but also probably contributed to the winter’s late ar-
rival and higher-than-normal temperatures, especially in Central and South Peninsular
India. A La Nifia, hopefully, will deliver the opposite.

A munificent monsoon and no heat waves will provide welcome relief on food infla-
tion. The latter ruled above 8 per cent year on year for eight straight months from
November 2023, falling to 5.4 per cent in July only thanks to a high base inflation of 11.5
per cent last year for the same month. The Reserve Bank of India has refrained from cut-
ting its interest rates — rightly so, knowing how food prices matter in influencing infla-
tion expectations among Indian households and firms. Abumper kharif harvest and be-
nign global prices with no fresh supply shocks could ease food inflationary pressures
going forward. That should provide room for the government to lift export and stocking
limit curbs on cereals, sugar and pulses, even while keeping the zero/low duty import
window open on all major food commodities.

FOR PATIENT’S SAKE

Removing clinical trial requirements for cutting-edge
therapies could be a first step towards increasing accessibility

AST WEEK, THE Centre waived the requirement of clinical trials for five cate-

gories of drugs if they have been approved by regulators in the US, UK, Australia,

Japan, Canada and the EU. The regulatory relaxation covers drugs that provide “sig-

nificant therapeutic advances over the current standard care, gene and cellular
therapy products, medicines used to treat rare diseases, therapies that become necessary
during a pandemic, and drugs used for special defence purposes”. Currently, adrug launched
in developed economies takes between three to 15 years before becoming available in the
Indian market. The waiver could be the first step in enabling doctors in the country to de-
ploy novel therapies for Alzheimer’s, advanced stages of cancer and autoimmune disor-
ders. The global pharma majors will save on the costs of conducting local trials and incen-
tivise them in passing on some of the benefits to Indian patients. However, more needs to
be done to ensure that cutting-edge therapies become available in the country’s pharma-
cies without imposing a high financial burden on the seriously ill.

India has traditionally relied on its generic industry and price-controlling mechanisms
to increase the accessibility of drugs. These measures have worked to an extent. However,
restrictions on market mechanisms remain the major reason for state-of-the-art medical
research — in gene therapy, for instance — remaining inaccessible to large sections of patients
in the country. After relaxing the clinical trial requirement, the government should initiate
conversations on how best to enhance ease of business and innovation — the goal should
be to ensure availability without hurting patient interest. This could mean more creativity
in framing healthcare safety nets — making Ayushman Bharat more expansive, for instance
— or even state procurement of novel drugs for a fixed period.

The government believes that the latest regulatory relaxation will promote indigenous
research by providing early access to patient data. The country’s growing burden of com-
municable diseases requires synergies between laboratories in the country and outside its
shores. But here, too, the government will need to handhold industry. Drug discovery is a
long-term commitment that involves high costs. Aleader in developing out-of-patent drugs,
the country has been lagging in developing new medicine molecules. Low investor inter-
est in biotech seems to have made the ecosystem challenging for start-ups. Given the pre-
miumit attaches to healthcare and R&D, the government should find ways to make the do-
mestic pharma industry competitive.

A CONFIDENT MUSIC

The songs of Haniya, one half of a singing duo that
smashed barriers in Pakistan, travelled far

VER ADECADE ago, Haniya Aslam and Zebunissa Bangash, cousins from Kohat
in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (North West Frontier Province), presented
‘Paimana bitte’ and ‘Bibi sanam janam’ — modernised versions of folk songs
in Dari, the dominant language in Afghanistan besides Pashto. As the two per-
formed, it was easy to spot the soul of the tunes — the traditional cross-border links be-
tween the peoples of two countries. Sung alongside a rabab, the national instrument of
Afghanistan, that merged with Haniya’s acoustic guitar chords, the songs on Coke Studio
Pakistan felt like a reminder that songs could reach places, undeterred by borders, and dif-
ferences. These women were not coy — as Haniya played the guitar, Zeb sang of desire.
Theirs was a confident music, and wonderful. On Sunday, Haniya, one half of the duo that
smashed barriers by becoming the first all-woman music group from Pakistan,and who is
remembered for the duo’s album Chup (2007), died of a sudden cardiac arrest.

Not many knew then that the idea for the album came in anabandoned roomin a base-
ment during a winter break in Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts where Zeb was
studying. Haniya was downtown in Smith and homesickness brought the two together.
Aslam pulled out her guitar, which she’d learned to play online, and began strumming an
old tune which the two had heard their grandparents and parents sing. And just like that,
‘Paimana bitte’ came about. Before their songs became popular through Coke Studio Pakistan,
they were on the radio, and on YouTube. The songs drew the attention of producer Mekaal
Hasan who then produced Chup, which reached across the border riding the internet.

The duo disbanded in 2013, and Haniya moved to Canada to study audio engineering and
music production. She returned over five years ago and created a song titled ‘Main irada’ —
inspired by Maya Angelou’s ‘Phenomenal woman'. It was an anthem for women, which
came with the words “Jurrat hoon, mein aurat hoon...(Iam daring, I am woman...)”.
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WOoORDLY WISE
WITHOUT MUSIC, LIFE WOULD BE A MISTAKE.
— FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

Institution & Individual

Hindenburg revelations raise questions about the
market regulator. Sebi has not yet answered them

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER

AFTER M DAMODARAN took charge of the
Unit Trust of India in 2001 following the his-
toric US-64 fiasco in December 2000 (when
sale and redemption of India’s first mutual
fund Unit Scheme 64 launched by UTIin 1964
was suspended), he took a conscious call to
sell the only equity holding he had — 50 shares
of State Bank of India that he was allotted dur-
ing its initial public offer in 1993. Back then,
he didn’t have the heart to say no to a request
by the manager of the local SBI branch where
he held a savings bank account. There was
nothing that UTI, the country’s first mutual
fund set up by state-owned institutions, could
conceivably have done that could be con-
strued as a conflict of interest later on given
Damodaran’s holding of a meagre 50 SBI
shares. But he held himself to exacting stan-
dards of governance. The IAS officer of 1971
batch, Tripura cadre, went on to become the
chairperson of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) in February 2005.

The point of this anecdote, recalled by an-
other former regulator, is that itis individuals
who make institutions when they lead; and
it is also true that, at times, the institution
shapes the character of the person occupying
its highest seat. The latest revelations by US-
headquartered Hindenburg Research on the
investments by Sebi Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch and her husband Dhaval Buch in a
certain global offshore fund linked to the
Adani Group puts to test the balance between
institutional autonomy and accountability
that such positions demand. The market reg-
ulator’s advice that “investors should remain
calmand exercise due diligence before acting
onsuchreports” sounds more like a Sebi order
dictated by the Sebi chief. It could have been
more convincing if it had addressed the many
questions that the Hindenburg revelations
have raised.

These questions are: Did Buch disclose her
investment in the sub-fund of the foreign
portfolio investor, to which a company set up
by Vinod Adani also subscribed? What did she
do when the Adani Group investigation first
came to her table, when she was a whole-time
director and later as chairperson? Did she of-
fer to recuse herself when there were allega-
tions relating to other investors in this sub-ac-
count? Did she tell the board or the court that

The revelations have put the
onus on the market regulator
to clear the haze around
allegations of market
manipulation by the Adani
Group, which the latter has
consistently maintained are
baseless. Buch, who had
joined Sebi as a whole-time
director in 2017 and was
appointed its chairperson in
March 2022, had at least two
clear opportunities to make
disclosures about her and
her husband’s investments
in the Adani-related offshore
fund. The need to make this
disclosure is seen to be
critical by many in the
regulatory circles because
this is unlike a Systematic
Investment Plan in a mutual
fund which a common
person puts her money in.

the ambit of the probe that Sebi had been
asked to conduct covered the period when she
and her husband were involved in an invest-
ment transaction that had a dotted line link to
Vinod Adani?

The confidence of commoninvestorsin the
securities market rests squarely on Sebi’s pro-
fessional competence and institutional credi-
bility as much as it does on the integrity of the
person helming the regulatory body. And the
regulator must not only be of impeccable in-
tegrity but also be seen to be above board.

Hindenburg, which claims to specialise in
forensic financial research, says onits site that
it looks for “man-made disasters floating
around in the market”. Of course, it doesn’t
say that in these disasters, it smells profit-
making opportunities by selling short. In short
selling, a trader, who believes stock prices will
fall, makes money by selling shares at higher
prices, and then buying them back at lower
prices. Eighteen months back, in January 2023,
Hindenburg had kicked up a political storm
by accusing the Adani Group of brazen stock
market manipulation and accounting fraud.
In this, it admitted it had short positions on
Adani.Its August 10 report seems like a Part 2.

Interestingly, the company chose its name
after a disaster in 1937 when a huge German
passenger airship LZ 129 Hindenburg, was de-
stroyed by fire. The disaster was in the making
since the makers had decided to use a lighter
but highly flammable gas hydrogen, instead
of helium, to lift the airship. But the image of
it bursting into flames, and killing almost a
hundred, shattered the world’s confidence in
airships. Borrowing from this literature, a par-
ticular price movement pattern of stocks
called the “Hindenburg omen” presages a
market crash, and hence presents an opportu-
nity for short selling — what Hindenburg did
inJanuary 2023.

Now, the revelations have put the onus on
the market regulator to clear the haze around
allegations of market manipulation by the
Adani Group, which the latter has consistently
maintained are baseless. Buch, who had
joined Sebi as a whole-time director in 2017
and was appointed its chairperson in March
2022, had at least two clear opportunities to
make disclosures about her and her husband’s
investments in the Adani-related offshore

fund. The need to make this disclosure is seen
to be critical by many in the regulatory circles
because this is unlike a Systematic Investment
Plan in a mutual fund which a common per-
son puts her money in. Investments in off-
shore funds by high net worth individuals
(HNIs)are managed by portfolio managers.In
a normal mutual fund, an investor has zero
say in how her money is invested by the fund
manager. In most Portfolio Management
Schemes, the HNI has greater interaction with
the portfolio fund manager and more knowl-
edge about the investment. This then begs a
question: Did she and her husband have “con-
structive knowledge” about the deployment
of funds?

To whom could she have disclosed this?
First, to the Supreme Court. Would the Court
have dismissed a plea to set up a court-mon-
itored team to probe the allegations against
the Adani Group, if it had knowledge about
the Sebi chief’s conflict of interest? Would it
not have asked Sebi or the government to re-
cuse her from the investigation to ascertain
the real economic ownership of 13 overseas
entities — which the regulator has been strug-
gling to find out since October 20207

Second, to the six-member expert com-
mittee set up by the SC in March 2023. This
committee with members, including KV
Kamath, Nandan Nilekani and OP Bhatt, was
set up to examine if there was regulatory fail-
ure indealing with the alleged contravention
of laws pertaining to the securities market in
relation with the Adani Group or other com-
panies. If she did make this disclosure to the
committee, it was incumbent upon it to in-
form the Supreme Court.

Avoluntary disclosure about investments
to the Sebi board alone may not suffice when
itcomes to the head of a market regulator. Yes,
telling the board, in one way, means keeping
the government informed, since at least two
Government of India secretaries and an RBI
nominee siton the board of the regulator. The
government, for all practical purposes, would
be seen as having all information. Before look-
ing for a foreign hand and a conspiracy to un-
dermine Indian institutions, maybe these
three should also look within.

pv.iyer@expressindia.com

THE COURT IS A SHIELD

SC has done well to pull up judiciary, prosecuting agencies in Manish Sisodia case

REKHA SHARMA

ON AUGUST 9, the Supreme Court delivered
a landmark judgment in Manish Sisodia’s
case holding that a speedy trial is a funda-
mental right within the broad scope of
Article 21 of the Constitution, which includes
the right to live with dignity.

The judgment not only sets Manish
Sisodia free but also holds hope for lakhs of
prisoners who are languishing in jail with-
out trial or on account of the slow pace of tri-
als. Although the SC has said nothing new,
this verdict goes beyond salutary words. It
has acted onits stated position. More impor-
tantly, it has held that the right to speedy trial
should be read in Section 45 of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
which says that no person shall be released
on bail unless the court s satisfied that there
are reasonable grounds for believing that he
is not guilty of such offence, and that he is
not likely to commit any offence while on
bail. In other words, the PMLA puts the bur-
den of proving innocence on the accused —
a departure from normal criminal jurispru-
dence where the burden of proving guilt lies
on the prosecution. Notwithstanding this
draconian provision that virtually makes it
impossible for an accused to obtain bail, the
Court has held that Section 45 of the PMLA
will not come in the way of granting bail to an
accused if he is suffering long incarceration
without trial or due to a slow trial.

As of now, Sisodia is a free man, thanks to
the SC. But this freedom has come to him at

‘We all know that law has to
be obeyed and respected, but
what happens when state-
owned agencies, meant to
protect the citizen, are seen
to be acting as a tool to
prosecute and deprive her of
the constitutional right to
live with dignity? In such
circumstances, courts are
supposed to act as a shield
against the tyranny of the
state. Therefore, in the words
of the SC, it is high time that
the trial and high courts
recognise their legal and
constitutional duty to act in
appropriate cases, and

not add to the burden of

the apex court.

a heavy price. Seventeen months in jail,
when jail and not bail is the rule. Who is to
be blamed? The state or the courts? The SC
has chided both in its order.

Sisodia firstapproached the SCin October
2023 after his bail application was rejected
both by the trial and High Court. The SC too
rejected his bail application on the basis of rep-
resentations made to it by the prosecution that
the trial would be concluded in 6-8 months.
With the greatest of respect to the SC, it was as
clear that given the complexity of the case,and
the fact that even the chargesheet had not
been filed, there was no way that the trial
would be concluded within that time.

During the hearing, the then bench of the
Supreme Court had reportedly observed that
except for the statement of a businessman-
turned-approver, there was no evidence
against the accused. But when it came to the
crunch, Sisodia’s bail was rejected. What
happened to the words of the Supreme Court
“that in the matter of personal liberty every
day counts”? They were as true in October
2023 and as on August 9, 2024.

The falsity of the prosecution’s assurance
is evident from the fact that it proposes to
examine 493 witnesses, and besides that,
the case involves thousands of pages of
documents, and over a lakh pages of
digitised documents.

The SCis also critical of the trial court and
High Court. It observed both should have con-
sidered the long period of incarceration with-

out trial. It further observed that the high
courts and trial courts play safe and fail to
recognise that “bail is the rule and jail an ex-
ception”. The SC added that it is high time
these courts recognise this rule. The SC's ob-
servations could not be more true. In some
cases, courts even go into overdrive to support
the prosecution’s case. If any proof is needed,
one has to go back alittle when an Honourable
Judge of the High Court stayed the order re-
leasing Arvind Kejriwal even before the im-
pugned order of the trial court was uploaded.

We all know that law has to be obeyed
and respected, but what happens when
state-controlled agencies, meant to protect
the citizen, are seen to be acting as a tool to
prosecute and deprive her of the constitu-
tional right to live with dignity? In such cir-
cumstances, courts are supposed to act as a
shield against the tyranny of the state.
Therefore, in the words of the SC, it is high
time that the trial and high courts recognise
their legal and constitutional duty to act in
appropriate cases, and not add to the burden
of the apex court. The petitioner before the
SCwas not an ordinary citizen nor devoid of
means to engage high profile lawyers to rep-
resent him, and yet suffered long months of
deprivation of liberty.

The plight of common citizens would be
much worse.

The writer is a former judge of the
Delhi High Court

—— —— —

AuGguUsT 13,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

TAMIL EXTREMISTS HELD

AT LEAST 19 suspected Tamil extremists were
killed when a massive explosion brought
down the one-storeyed Chunnakam police
station building, near Sri Lanka’s Jaffna town.
The explosion occurred when a group of mil-
itants went to the police station to rescue
some of the Tamil youths arrested during se-
curity operations. The sources said a booby
trap triggered the explosion when rescuers
attempted to break into the police station.

PM COMMENDS PAK
PRIME MINISTER Mrs Indira Gandhi, has con-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gratulated the Pakistani President Zia-ul Haq
on Pakistan’s winning the Olympic gold medal
for hockey. In a message Mrs Gandhi said:
“Your hockey team played well”. “People of
India join me in congratulating Pakistan onits

winning the Olympic gold medal.”

UK-INDIA TIES

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT has decided not
to take any action against Jagjit Singh
Chauhan, self-styled leader of so-called
Khalistan, for his inflammatory statements
against the Indian leader which evoked
strong protests in India. A statement by
Chauhan on BBCRadio was considered by the

Indian Government to be an incitement to vi-
olence against PM Indira Gandhi and her fam-
ily. It was condemned in Indian Parliament
where a demand for breaking off diplomatic
ties with Britain was made a few days ago.

NO “WAR ON STATES

THE UNION FINANCE Minister, Pranab
Mukherjee, said that all recommendations of
the Eighth Finance Commission had been ac-
cepted, but by not implementing them this
year the centre was not “pocketing” any
money due to the states. Explaining the non-
implementation, he said it was too late and
would involve many financial adjustments.
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After Olympics, a question

We need to ask if state involvement in elite sports is the best way of using public money, and who benefits
from it. And whether it may be better left to the private sector

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

APART FROM THE unfortunate news sur-
rounding Vinesh Phogat’s disqualification
from her wrestling event at the Olympics,
there has been another news item that did
the rounds in several international newspa-
pers. This concerned the Ambani family and
their “quest” to improve India’s standing in
elite sporting events such as the Olympics.
Leaving aside the expected hype about the
role of private wealth in securing sporting
“glory”, it is worth considering the case for
its involvement in elite sport. This, actually,
goes to the heart of ideas of public welfare
and the role of the state and its responsibil-
ity towards the most marginalised.

There is a difference between promoting
physical activity among the general popula-
tion and sponsoring elite sporting activity.
The former improves public health, while the
latter is mainly concerned with adding to pri-
vate profits and feelings of (frequently mid-
dle-class) nationalism. How should we de-
fine the role of the state: Should its limited
resources be devoted to increasing public
welfare or enhancing private profit and the
ephemeral buzz of nationalist feeling?

There does not appear to be any evidence
that the state’s involvement in sponsoring
Olympic participation has had any public
welfare effects. First, it does not translate into
any concrete benefits in terms of improved
health because audiences for global sport-
ing events are inspired to adopt better
lifestyle activities. In a poor country, where
livelihoods are precarious, this is a much
more complicated affair and there can, in
fact, be little connection between elite sport
and the welfare of the majority of the popu-
lation. Second, even if we were to grant that
nationalism-fuelled exultation over medals
adds to some form of emotional well-being,
the fact that, over the years, India has won
under 45 medals altogether makes a weak
case for publicly funding what are clearly
very poor returns on investment.

There is, on the other hand, a clear rela-
tionship between national wealth and
medals acquisition. At just over 3,000
medals, the US has the largest number, fol-
lowed, as expected, by countries such as
Germany and the UK. Long-distance runners
from Africa fuel our views about the in-
domitability of the human spirit under ad-
verse circumstances and sport as an
equaliser between the well-off and the de-
prived. However, individual effort and per-
sonal willpower can never be a way of un-
derstanding how one builds systems that
lead to better outcomes. And, to come to
grips with this, we need to understand the
nature of the state in our part of the world
and why it should not fund preparations for
participation in elite sports.

Historically, there has been a close rela-
tionship between parties in power and their
patronage activities. Patronage binds the
party and its supporters and provides a
source of support for the party.
Unfortunately, the sporting arena in India has
been a prime source of political patronage
and since the key functionaries in sporting
bodies tend to be political appointees, both
their incompetence as well as deliberate mis-
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deeds go unpunished. This directly relates to
their nature as political appointees: Their pri-
mary significance and role is to further the
aims of party politics rather than nurture
sporting talent. Sport is politics and since the
politics of sport reflects the nature of the
state, sporting success cannot be an outcome
of state sponsorship.

On the other hand, those who genuinely
believe in both greater sporting success as
well as improved public welfare might con-
sider that greater private involvement might
bring about both. First, private investment is
subject to the most significant rule of busi-
ness: Profits. These, in terms of investment
in sport, will be the expectation of more
medals which, in turn, enhance the com-
pany’s public image and better branding of
its products. The state’s involvement, on the
other hand, does not entail any “shareholder”
scrutiny of this kind. Party politics and state
functioning have different dynamics and, at
least, in the Indian context, voters don’t nec-
essarily punish parties on the basis of mis-
use of public funds. The appeal of religious,
caste and ethnic loyalties has produced a par-
ticular kind of electoral democracy.

A genuine concern with public welfare
requires a re-think regarding the nature of
the state and the kinds of activities it should
fund. Should the state fund activities that
provide almost no public benefit, bolster
party-political machinations and are the

-

A genuine concern with
public welfare requires a re-
think regarding the nature
of the state and the kinds of
activities it should fund.
Should the state fund
activities that provide
almost no public benefit,
bolster party-political
machinations and are the
sources of occasional shouts
of joy in the TV rooms of
the relatively well-off? Or,
should it focus attention on
those parts of society that
market forces will not
consider profitable enough
to invest in: Good quality
education, health

facilities and housing for the
most deprived?

CR Sasikumar

sources of occasional shouts of joy in the TV
rooms of the relatively well-off? Or, should
it focus attention on those parts of society
that market forces will not consider prof-
itable enough to invest in: Good quality ed-
ucation, health facilities and housing for the
most deprived?

There is a romanticism to the mannerin
which we view the state as both an organ
that must undertake all forms of public ac-
tivity as well as that which, by definition,
delivers public good. The former has usu-
ally meant an overstretching of its capaci-
ties so that there is little it does well and the
latter has never really been true. State forms
are historical developments and the Indian
one has its own peculiarity. Given this, we
need to ask if state involvement in elite
sports is the best way of using public money
and who benefits fromit. If elite sport is pri-
marily about selling goods and commodi-
ties (no necessary evil initself) and bolster-
ing middle-class nationalism, should public
funds be deployed for it? Can the private
sector do it better — perhaps even create
systems that are currently lacking — and
should we aim at a society where public
funds are expended in increasing the wel-
fare of the majority?

The writer is British Academy Global
Professor, Department of Anthropology and
Sociology, SOAS University of London

My friend and patron

Natwar Singh’s warmth and courtesy served India well

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

IN THE PASSING away of K Natwar Singh, the
Indian Foreign Service has lost one of its most
exceptional members. Exceptional because
Natwar was never a run-of-the-mill officer,
but someone quasi-political who smoothly
made the transition from the IFS to frontline
politics and rose to be external affairs min-
ister until he was struck down suddenly at
the height of his professional achievement.
The reasons remain obscure despite his
telling his side of the story in his autobiogra-
phy, One Life is Not Enough.

His school days gave no hint of the role he
was due to play. He spent most of his time run-
ning away from Scindia School, Gwalior. It was
at St Stephen’s that he really came into his
own, becoming a college legend even before
he graduated. It was there that he struckup a
strong friendship with Harsha Hutheesing,
son of Jawaharlal Nehru’s youngest sister,
Krishna. This gave him an entrée to Panditji’s
breakfast table presided over by Indira Gandhi.
It was the beginning of an almost lifelong re-
lationship with the Nehru-Gandhis.

He combined his political interests with
literary flair. At Cambridge, where he was
sent for ayear as a probationer in the Foreign
Service, he sought out E M Forster, author of
the novel, A Passage to India. It was a friend-
ship that, like many Natwar cultivated, lasted
forever. He picked Chinese as his compulsory
foreign language and was in Beijing when
“Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai” was at its peak, lead-

ing to another lifelong friendship with the
Chinese writer, Han Suyin, who had written
the best-seller, A Many-Splendoured Thing
about her love for an Indian journalist killed
in the Korean war. This penchant for friend-
ships with literary and artistic figures even-
tually drew into his net Mulk Raj Anand and
M F Husain, among a galaxy of others.

As India’s representative on the
Decolonisation Committee at the UN, his per-
sonality and India’s standing among the
emerging nations opened the gates to warm
connections with a series of African freedom
fighters who were struggling to free their
countries. They eventually became presidents
of their countries at independence and never
forgot the young Indian diplomat who had
stood by them in their moments of challenge.

When Indira Gandhi became PM in 1966,
she immediately flew him out of New York to
join her PMO. I was then a very raw new en-
trant into the IFS and heard a lot of idle gos-
sip as to whether he was really a talented civil
servantor a courtier who had made his dizzy
way upwards by flattery. Of course, people
were jealous of his obvious closeness to the
highest in the land and took him down be-
hind his back, especially when he secured an
out-of-turn posting as ambassador to
Warsaw and later Deputy High
Commissioner in London with the personal
rank of ambassador.

While he was in London, the Emergency

was proclaimed. As a diplomat, he was, of
course, obliged to defend the negative re-
porting in the UK press, but he went about
his duties with such zeal that he was tar-
geted by Morarji Desai when the
Emergency ended. He was sent on a “pun-
ishment posting” to Zambia. What Desai
had not perhaps briefed himself on was that
Kenneth Kaunda was an old friend from
Natwar’s New York days. Natwar made the
most of his punishment posting and earned
a bonus when he introduced the godman,
Chandraswami, to Kaunda.

Meanwhile, the Morarji government fell,
and Natwar was back in favour. Indira Gandhi
sent him to man our embassy in Islamabad.
I was posted as Consul-General in Karachi
and had a remarkable run for two years with
little interference from the ambassador in
faraway Islamabad. Apprehensive that things
would change with this high-profile new
boss, Irang a close friend and colleague who
had served with Natwar in London. He said
I could continue being in the Karachi papers
daily provided I ensured that Natwar alone
would figure in Indian coverage. Armed with
this advice, I flew with considerable concern
toIslamabad to make Natwar’s acquaintance.

Natwar was friendliness, warmth and
courtesy personified. He knew my affection
for the people of Pakistan did not quite tally
with his own perceptions and policy instruc-
tions, but he let me know that I was to con-

tinue doing my work as I thought fit while
he got on with dealing with Zia-ul Haq.

My admiration for him grew when he
publicly announced that the 1980
Moradabad Eidgah police firing and the ri-
ots all over UP and Delhi that followed had
“humiliated him as an Indian and diminished
him as a human being”. He came to Karachi
and, without standing on protocol, received
inmy office a delegation of incensed protest-
ers,and listened patiently to their grievances.

He entered politics as I entered Rajiv
Gandhi’s PMO. Our friendship grew and sur-
vived differences when he became a found-
ing member of the Tiwari Congress. He was
most responsible for urging me to set my
sights on a cabinet post when we won in
2004 and instrumental in backing me as
minister of petroleum when I ran afoul of his
senior bureaucrats.

[ never quite understood what the Paul
Volcker Committee report was all about. But
he felt so badly let down that he walked out
of the Congress and cut all his links to the
Gandhi family. He urged me to do the same.
[ resisted.

Ihave lost a friend and a patron. Itis heart-
breaking that he did not live to see his cente-
nary, as he confidently expected. May he find
in the afterlife the peace that eluded him in
his last two decades.

The writer is a former Union minister
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Besides enforced disappearance, the Awami League regime had also been
regularly accused of allowing extrajudicial killings and custodial torture, and
so the interim government must start the process of establishing justice for all

such activities.”

— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Relook at
Dhaka

Fall of Sheikh Hasina regime calls for a measured
and pragmatic response from India, keeping in
mind regional stability and mutual interest

o B
RAMANATHAN KUMAR

THE OUSTER OF former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in a mass upsurge of “peo-
ple’s power”, and the assumption of
power in Dhaka by an interim govern-
ment headed by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus is, doubtless, a water-
shed moment in Bangladesh’s tumul-
tuous history. As many have pointed out,
it is a moment that holds both peril and
promise, calling for a measured and saga-
cious response from all those who have a
stake in regional stability.

For close to 15 years, in stark contrast to
the preceding years, the use of Bangladeshi
territory was effectively denied to all man-
ner of terrorist and insurgent organisations
and their backers who were eager to do
India harm. This decisive transformation
would not have been possible but for the
concerted efforts of the government that
was in power in Bangladesh during this pe-
riod and the mutually beneficial coopera-
tion between the concerned institutions of
both countries. These are incontrovertible
realities that no government in New Delhi
can be oblivious or indifferent to.

Inaccordance with the well-established
principle on non-interference, it has been
India’s long-standing policy to refrain from
passing judgement on what are essentially
internal political matters of other countries.
Bangladesh has been no exception in this
regard. Those who espouse the view that,
given India’s perceived proximity to —and
influence over — key decision makers in
Dhaka, we could somehow have influ-
enced the course of Bangladesh’s internal
politics during the years that Sheikh Hasina
and the Awami League were in power
would do well to keep this fundamental
limitation in mind.

For the last decade and a half,
Bangladesh and India have, by and large,
lived peacefully as neighbours, unbur-
dened by the rancour and recrimination
that was a defining characteristic of their
relationship for much of the past. The out-
come has been the healthy blossoming of
ties in a multitude of areas, ranging from
security to multi-modal connectivity to
trade and commerce to infrastructure de-
velopment and people-to-people contact.
More than 15 lakh Bangladeshi nationals
travel annually to India for a host of pur-
poses ranging from tourism to business and
medical treatment. Bilateral trade rose to
$18 billion in 2021-22. Cooperation in the
power and energy sector, once unthink-
able, has become an important pillar of the
bilateral relationship, with Bangladesh cur-
rently importing as much as 1,160 MW of
power from India. The potential for further
progressin all these areas — and more — is
nothing less than immense.

The remarkable progress made by
Bangladesh in many indices of socio-eco-

nomic development, such as literacy, in-
fant mortality, women’s empowerment
and financial inclusion is acknowledged
and respected by many in India. The suc-
cess achieved by Bangladesh’s garment
industry has been lauded and sought to
be replicated by business enterprises in
India. The concept of microfinance,
pioneered by Bangladesh’s Grameen
Bank, has been embraced by several
Indian institutions.

This is not to romanticise the recent past
or to assert that everything has been per-
fect between India and Bangladesh. India
has made every effort to reciprocate
Bangladesh'’s contribution towards allevi-
ating its security concerns, but dismay per-
sists among sections of Bangladeshi civil
society over the issue of the killing of
Bangladeshi nationals at the borders by
Indian security forces, despite India’s effort
to bring down the number of such casual-
ties. The matter of equitable sharing of river
waters, which assumes overarching prior-
ity for Bangladesh, defies easy resolution,
not least on account of India’s burgeoning
needs. Finding lasting solutions to these
complex problems remains a work in
progress, but given political will and per-
severance, they can and will be resolved to
the satisfaction of both sides. Mutual re-
crimination and whipping up negative sen-
timent over contentious issues cannot be
the answer.

The anarchy unleashed by the fall of the
previous regime has, understandably,
brought to the fore concerns about the
prospects of Bangladesh being engulfed by
the winner-takes-all brand of politics that
it has experienced in the past; by religious
fanaticism and by the cross-currents of un-
trammelled geopolitical rivalry among ma-
jor powers. These are concerns that cannot
be taken lightly by the decision makers,
opinion shapers and people of Bangladesh
or by those of other countries in the neigh-
bourhood and beyond.

At a time when new social and political
forces are rapidly emerging in Bangladesh,
the young student leaders who spear-
headed the movement for political change
and their supporters should bear in mind
that millions of ordinary Indians share the
developmental aspirations of their coun-
terparts in Bangladesh and wish them well
in their endeavours. Endemic poverty,
mass unemployment among youth, run-
away inflation, climate change, environ-
mental degradation and the spread of in-
fectious diseases are some of the
all-pervasive enemies that respect no bor-
ders and stalk the people of both countries.
It goes without saying that these common
challenges can only be addressed in a spirit
of mutual cooperation rather than one of
hostility and mistrust.

India and Bangladesh must face the fu-
ture with renewed hope and confidence,
eschewing the perils and embracing the
promise of the fundamental reset that has
taken place in Bangladesh. A reversion to
the nay-saying and finger-pointing of yes-
teryears is not an option.

The writer, a former special secretary in the
Research & Analysis Wing, served in
Bangladesh. Views are personal

TRANSPARENCY IS KEY

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘SEBland a
cloud’ (IE, August 12). The allegations by
Hindenburg Research against the chair-
person of India’s stock market regulator
“for having stakes in an obscure offshore
entity” will further undermine the al-
ready deteriorating trust thata common
man has in the government. The faith re-
posed in SEBI by the apex court raised
eyebrows; after all, had the Court trusted
the board all along, why would it have
set up a separate expert panel tolook into
regulatory lapses in the wake of
Hindenburg’s January 2023 report?
Transparency is necessary.

S S Paul, Nadia

THISREFERSTO the editorial,‘SEBland a
cloud’ (IE, August 12). Eighteen months
after it accused the Adani Group of
pulling off “the largest con in corporate
history”, US short-seller Hindenburg
Research has trained its guns on the
chairperson of SEBI. Flagging conflict of
interest, Hindenburg alleged that the
couple had stakes in obscure offshore
funds used in the scandal. SEBI's credi-
bility is at stake, even as knives are out in
the political arena. Congress has reiter-
ated its demand for a joint parliamen-
tary committee to investigate the scam.
Hindenburg’s claims cannot be conve-
niently brushed aside; they need to be
countered with indisputable facts. The
sooner the better.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LLESSONS FROM PARIS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After the
Olympics’ (IE, August 12). A total of six
medals and slipping to the 70th place
was not how India’s expected perform-
ance at the Paris Olympics. There is an
urgent need to learn from the lessons
Paris has taught before the next world
event. More than the participants, it is
the governing bodies that should be held
accountable. The promises that were
shown in the Tokyo Olympics may have
been belied, but there are reasons to be
optimistic, provided politics is kept away
from sports.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

POLICY OVERSIGHT

THISREFERSTO the article, ‘Three neigh-
bourhood questions’ (IE, August 12). It
explains the structural basis of the deci-
sion-making process to assess the polit-
ical and intelligence standing in India’s
neighbourhood. Despite that, the discon-
certing arrival of Sheikh Hasina on
August 5 at the Hindon Air Force Station
caught everyone by surprise even the de-
teriorating political situation in
Bangladesh was well known. The com-
mon man cannot but view this as an
oversight of Indian foreign policy all the
more because the former Bangladeshi
premier was proudly hailed as the first
state guest of Modi 3.0 less than two
months ago.

Animesh Rai, Noida
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As Opp seeks JPC probe, BJP hits back: Fictitious report

Seth, as the Department of
Economic Affairs Secretary, is a
part-time member on the SEBI
board. When asked whether
Buch would step aside, Seth reit-
erated, “Both of them, the con-
cerned person as well as the reg-
ulator, have made their
statements and there is nothing
further to be added by the gov-
ernment.”

Adetailed questionnaire sent
by The Indian Express to Seth did
not elicit a response.

Later in the evening, Union
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs and Minority Affairs
Kiren Rijiju targeted the
Opposition. He told reporters:
“We must understand one
thing. Today, all those against
India inside and outside the
country... There are several pow-
ers who are against India and
work against India. They must
be recognised. Those against
India’s economic power are
playing games to harm India.
The country’s top opposition
parties and some people in the
Congress... want to destroy
India.” “They couldn’t unseat
Modiji because the country is
standing with him. People of
India want to move ahead under
Modiji’s leadership. The elec-
tions are done, and the govern-
ment has been formed under
the leadership of Modiji. They
couldn’t win the elections, and
to harm India, they are working
with anti-India forces... They
won't succeed because the peo-
ple have understood who are
against the country.”

On the question of Buch per-

sonally, BJP leaders, however,
did not disagree that she should
step down in the wake of “such
serious allegations”. At least
three senior BJP leaders as well
as two leaders among allies TDP
and JD(U) that The Indian
Express spoke with, said it
would be better if Buch steps
down immediately. However,
one of them admitted that there
was no signal from the BJP top
leadership of her resignation be-
ing sought.

ABJP office-bearer indicated
that this would remain the
party’s stand. “Buch has to de-
fend herself and the SEBI has to
do the damage control. The BJP
does not need to react to her al-
leged links with any business
groups.”

Instead, the party will keep
up its counter-attack, question-
ing “the intentions” of such alle-
gations by “external forces” and
the Congress role in it. An NDA
leader said: “Ideally, the SEBI
chief should step down. But
what is most dangerous is how
India's image has taken a hit in
terms of the credibility of its in-
stitutions.”

Prasad said at the press con-
ference: “After being rebuffed by
the people of India, the Congress
party, its allies and the toolkit
gang have conspired together to
usher in economic anarchy and
instability in India... The
Hindenburg reportisreleased on
Saturday, there is uproar on
Sunday, so the capital market is
destabilised on Monday.”

Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s “pathological hatred

for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi” had caused the Congress
“to develop hatred for India”,
Prasad said, adding that global
advocacy funder George Soros,
“who regularly runs propaganda
against India”, is the main in-
vestor in Hindenburg,

Prasad also said that the SEBI
had senta notice to the US-based
Hindenburg as part of its probe
into the firm's allegations of
stock market manipulation
against the Adani Group and
that, instead of replying,
Hindenburg had chosen to tar-
get Buch.

Senior BJP leader and former
Union  minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said: “It is terri-
bly disconcerting and irresponsi-
ble that Rahul Gandhi-led
Opposition has been, as a pat-
tern, constantly undermining
important institutions, the judi-
ciary first, then the Election
Commission, the EVM and the
democratic process, the RBland
so many others, including the
SEBI. This could destabilise the
perception of Indian and finan-
cial markets globally, especially
atatime when India's economy
is growing fast. We will not per-
mitthemtodoit.”

BJP's alliance partner TDP
also talked about the “percep-
tion” such allegations could cre-
ate. TDP parliamentary party
leader Lavu  Srikrishna
Devarayalu told The Indian
Express: “Since the first allega-
tions came out (by Hindenburg),
enough scrutiny has been done
and all the facts are available...
The Opposition keeps talking

about creating jobs, but what |
kind of narrative are they creat- |
ing even about the Budget, |
. tion(atleastsince 2016-17)of the
the |
Opposition’s claims that the |
Modi government would not last |
was part of the same “narrative”. |
“Inthe past, the Congress formed
coalition governments. Why |
does it think that the BJP-led !
- when Buch was a Whole-Time

On Saturday, Hindenburg |
Research alleged that Buch and |
her husband had stakes in ob- |
scure offshore funds, which it |
claims were used to siphon off |

which intends to create jobs?”
Devarayalu  said

NDA would not be stable?”

money by the Adani Group.

The SEBI came out in Buch’s
defence Sunday, saying they had
adequate internal mechanisms
toaddress issues related to con-
flict of interest. “The
Chairperson has also recused
herself in matters involving po-
tential conflicts of interest,” the
regulator said.

The report by Hindenburg
Research comes almost 18
months after the short-seller
first kicked up a political storm,
accusing the Adani Group of
“brazen stock market manipula-
tion” and “accounting fraud” in
January 2023. The port-to-en-
ergy conglomerate had denied
the allegations, and the Supreme
Court had rejected the demand
for a CBI or court-monitored
probe.

A senior BJP leader said the
fallout of the current “revela-
tions” is less than what hap-
penedin January 2023. “Itisless
damaging to the credibility of
the government,” he said.

¢ T'o match Paris 2024, Los Angeles faces Mission Impossible

motorcycle. A Hollywood ending
that few saw coming. And that
marked the beginning of a mis-
sionimpossible for the organisers
of the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics
— to go one up on Paris.

There might have been no
warm bienvenue from the
grumpy, anxious Parisians when
the Games came to their doorstep.
But when the time came to bid au
revoir, they found it hard to let go
of this magical fortnight.

“We saw ourselves as a people
of diehard moaners. Instead, we
found ourselves a nation of wild
supporters,” Tony Estanguet, an
Olympic champion and the or-
ganising committee head, said
during Sunday’s closing cere-
mony.

Even Estanguet sounded dis-
believing as he said those words
to a joyous crowd of 80,000-plus
people. For 17 days, they shed the
boring stereotype of the French
being notoriously cynical and
turned into hardcore optimists.

The only thing over the top
were the smiling faces. Everything
else was subtle, unpretentious
and brave artistically — simply
put, it was Paris being Paris.

There was a nod to the past.
The medal bearers, who blend
into the background, paid an ode
to the 1924 Paris Games outfits in

their Louis Vuitton retro polo shirt,
roomy pants and a traditional
Gavroche cap. There was a hope-
ful peek into the future as well.
Depicted in the vibrant official
poster — the “stadium city and
utopian version of Paris” —by car-
toonist Ugo Gattoni.

But mostly, the Parisians —
coming off a long period of polit-
icalinstability — wanted to stay in
the present.

“Nostalgia can be tedious,”
said Jean, manning the security at
Champ-de-Mars Arena. “Earlier,
we only spoke about the 1900 and
1924 Olympics, the shooting of
live pigeons and the marathoners
who were given wine. But we
weren't there, neither were our
parents or grandparents. But in
these Games, we could feel it, ex-
perience it. And even if there will
be no tomorrow, we will remem-
berit.”

These weren't just one of the
best Olympics ever, Paris may
have also rescued the brand
Olympics. After the financial and
infrastructural issues at Rio 2016
and the pandemic-hit Games of
Tokyo 2020, the Games were
fighting for relevance. Too bigand
too out of touch were the big chal-
lenges it faced.

Paris showed the size of in-
vestment could be scaled down

withalittleimagination. They cre-
ated temporary venues in breath-
taking settings.

Thisallowed them to not con-
struct new stadiums that end up
being nothing but white ele-
phants and come at a heavy cost
to the exchequer — alesson for fu-
ture hosts, especially India, which
is eyeing the 2036 Olympics.

Japanspent $13 billion to host
the Tokyo Games. The Paris
Olympics are estimated to costal-
most $5 billion less. It will take
months to know exactly how
much money was splurged.

The temporary venues were
carefully designed so that the
spectatorsin the stands as well as
the television audience could take
in the beauty. At the Grand Palais,
the eyes were as much on the
swooshing swords of the fencers
as the magnificent dome they
competed under.

The Eiffel Tower Stadium,
which hosted beach volleyball,
was easily the most snapped
arena, especially in the night
when the tower sparkled. The
walk through the gardens of
Chateaude Versailles toreach the
stands of the equestrian arena
gaveasense of being ata truly his-
toric place.

Those Parisians who fled the
city anticipating trouble — of an
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overcrowded public transport
system and high security — were
the victims of ‘FOMO'.

The first post-Covid Olympics
saw every venue brimming with
fans. Early in the morning, they
grabbed their coffees and crois-
sants to queue up outside for judo
and table tennis; by night, they'd
be chugging beer at swimming
and athletics.

There would be emotional
renditions of the La Marseillaise,
the French national anthem, and
ferocious chanting of the names
of their new heroes.

One evening, hundreds at a
cafe on the banks of the Seine (a
proper tourist trap) were glued to
their mobile screens, watching
swim sensation Leon Marchand
going for his fourth gold medal.
When he touched the wall, there
were impromptu celebrations:
strangers, young and old, hugging
each other, crying and dancing;
emotions only sport can trigger.

Estanguet was right when he
said: “We searched for inspiration.
We found Leon Marchand.”

Indeed, there wereissues.The
athletes were made towaitinlong
queues for food, which wasn’t al-
ways enough tofill their appetites.
And they were ferried to the stadi-
ums inunpunctual buses that felt
like saunas.

The unsavoury gender debate
surrounding Algeria’s Imane
Khelif triggered debates over the
athlete and human rights. And
swimming in the murky;, E. coli-
filled waters of the Seine turned
out to be the biggest adventure
sport.

Parisians might not be the

e Fund in which
Buchs invested

(Mauritius) — the declared bene-
ficial owner of Emerging India
Focus Fund and EM Resurgent
Fund that were part of the 13 over-
seas entities under Sebi lens.

The period under investiga-

two funds in question — Emerging
India Focus Fund and EM
Resurgent Fund — overlaps with
the period (2015-2018) of invest-
ment in IPE Plus Fund 1 by Buch
and her husband. SEBI started the
investigation in October 2020

Member.

In March 2017, days before
Madhabi Puri Buch became a SEBI
member, Dhaval Buch became
the sole person authorised to op-
erate their fund account IPE Plus
Fund 1.In February 2018, Madhabi
Puri Buch instructed the fund
manager to redeem their entire
investment. With approximately
$522.2 million in assets, Global
Dynamic Opportunities Fund
Limited (Bermuda) is a hedge
fund operated by IIFL Capital Pte
Ltd (360 One) which also man-
ages IPE Plus Fund.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, Madhabi Puri Buch said,
“When,in 2018, Mr Ahuja, left his
position as CIO of the fund, we re-
deemed the investment in that
fund.” Ahuja was the CIO of IIFL
and her husband Dhaval’s child-
hood friend. “All disclosures and
recusals have been diligently fol-
lowed, including disclosures of all
securities held or subsequently
transferred,” it said.

A statement by 360 One said
that throughout the fund’s tenure,
IPE-Plus Fund 1 made zeroinvest-
ments in any shares of the Adani
Group either directly orindirectly
through any fund.

most sentimental people. But the
thought of reclaiming the river on
which the city is built makes them
giddy; sodoestheideaoftakinga
dipinthe water next summer, the
first time since 1923.

The legacy of these Games
could also be the regeneration of
the poor suburbs of Seine-Saint-
Denis, which hosted several
events, including the closing cer-
emony, and was the site of the
Athletes Village.

Simon Kuper, the author of
Impossible City: Paris in the
Twenty-First Century, said these
things — cleaning up the Seine
and uplifting Saint-Denis — had
been in the works for decades.
“But the deadline was hurried be-
cause it had to open for the
Olympics,” Kuper said.

The sportat the Olympicsisal-
ways jaw-dropping. But it’s these
factors — being creative in sta-
dium construction, regenerating
underprivileged regions, making
it accessible to all and keeping it
within budget — that will be les-
sons, and a challenge, for future
hosts.

The International Olympic
Committee president Thomas
Bach called Paris 2024 a “sensa-
tional Olympic Games from start
to finish”.

The five rings on top of the
Hollywood mountain was a great
teaser to Los Angeles 2028. How
the world will look in four years
and what happens to the big stars
who shone in the last fortnight,
nobody knows.

But as Humphrey Bogart said
inCasablanca, “We’ll always have
Paris”.

Lr.No.Mktg.M6/RG Dall/Tenders/2024

TENDER NOTICE

ANDHRA PRADESH STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED
HEAD OFFICE: 10-152/1, SRI SAl TOWERS,
BANDAR ROAD, KANURU, VIJAYAWADA-520007

Date: 12.08.2024

BIDS ARE INVITED FROM THE ELIGIBLE BIDDERS FOR SUPPLY OF 22,500 MTs
(+ or - 25%) OF RG DALL IN 1 KG PACKET FORM WITH SECONDARY PACKING

IN 50 KG PP BAGS TO ALL THE 251 MLS POINTS OF APSCSCL IN TWENTY

SIX(26) DISTRICTS ACROSS THE ANDHRA PRADESH STATE FOR DISTRIBUTION
UNDER PDS/ICDS/THR SCHEMES THROUGH THE AP E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL.
Andhra Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation Limited invites bids from eligible bidders
for supply of 22,500MTs (+ or - 25%) RG Dall in 1KG packet form with secondary
packaging in 50 Kg PP bags under PDS/ICDS/THR schemes to 251 MLS points in twenty

six (26) Districts in Andhra Pradesh State.

All the interested RG Dall suppliers in All Over India may visit www.apscsclin &
www.apeprocurement.gov.in to view and download tender documents free of cost.

The interested tenderers to submit bids should be registered in website
www.apeprocurement.gov.in and should also obtain Digital Signature Certificates from
any Certifying Authority in India. The details and procedure for obtaining Digital Signature
Certificates are mentioned in the website www.apeprocurement.gov.in or contact the
helpdesk of e-procurement portal Phone: 9154383633/9154383634/7337318402.

Last date for registration and completion of formalities for the e-auction shall be up to
27.08.2024 at 5.00 P.M and the tentative date of online e-reverse auction through
ap e-procurement platform would be 30.08.2024 at 11.00 A.M onwards.

Sd/- VC & MANAGING DIRECTOR

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

nu I h a Administrative Bullding, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P.)

Webisite: www. noidaauthorityonline.in
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KOLKATADOCTOR RAPE-MURDER

Nationwide protests hit
basic medical services

ENS & PTI
NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
JAIPUR, LUCKNOW, AUGUST 12

RESIDENT DOCTORS from sev-
eral government hospitals in
Chandigarh, Rohtak, Jaipur,
Jammu, and Lucknow staged
protests against the recent rape-
murder of a doctor in Kolkata,
demanding a time-bound probe
into the incident and better se-
curity arrangements in hospitals.
In Chandigarh, junior doctors
of the Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER) held a protest, while
resident doctors and medical stu-
dents from Rohtak’s Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Sciences (PGIMS) staged amarch.
Resident Doctors Association
president at PGIMS Rohtak Dr
Prajwal said they are concerned
about the safety of the doctors.
In Lucknow, resident doctors
from several government hospi-
tals held protests, demanding a
time-bound probe into the mat-
ter. The protests were also held at
the King George's Medical

Two booked for
beating up Dalit
woman for taking
water from
tubewell: Police

Lucknow: AFARMER and his son
were booked for allegedly beat-
ing up a Dalit woman and hurl-
ing casteist abuse for collecting
water from their tubewell in
Banda, police said. The woman,
36, works as an agricultural
labourer, officers said.

An FIR was registered under
Sections 115 (voluntarily causing
hurt) and 352 (intentional insult
with intent to provoke breach of
the peace) of the Indian Penal
Code. The police have alsoinvoked
the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act against the accused.

Moni Nishad, Station House
Officer, Jaspura police station
(Banda), said that no arrests have
been made yet and a probe is un-
derway. The police identified the
accused as Rajendra Singh and his
son Jitendra Pratap Singh, resi-
dents of Sikauhula village. ENS

Outside KGM University in Lucknow on Monday. Vishal Srivastav

University (KGMU), Kalyan Singh
Super Speciality Cancer Institute
(KSSSCI),and Ram Manohar Lohia
Institute of Medical Sciences. Dr
Ritika, President of Resident
Doctors' Association, KSSSCI, said,
“We demand a probe into the
matter. It should be time bound.”

According to KGMU
spokesperson Dr Sudhir Singh,
services of the hospital, includ-
ing OPD and emergency, were
not affected due to the protests.

Meanwhile, members of the
Jaipur Association of Resident

Doctors (JARD)took outa candle-
light march and announced to go
on a strike. JARD president Dr
Manohar Siyol said that all non-
essential services have been im-
mediately suspended. In Jammu,
hundreds of resident doctors sus-
pended their regular work and
took out a peaceful rally to lodge
their protest against the incident.
InMaharashtra, resident doc-
tors announced an indefinite
strike from Tuesday to show sol-
idarity with their colleagues who
are protesting across the nation.

UP officials raze two
Mirzapur churches
over encroachment

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 12

A JOINT team of the forest de-
partment, district administra-
tion and police personnel on
Monday demolished two
churches that had been built on
“encroached land” within the re-
served forest area of the Chunar
Range, under Mirzapur forest di-
vision, officials said. Police said
they found out about the struc-
tures during a probe into com-
plaints that people were being
lured there for conversion to
Christianity.

OnSunday, the teamsreached
the sites and demolished the two
buildings, located in Jungle Mohal
and Belkhara villages, which are
approximately 25 km apart.

Earlier, the police found that
the churches were built nearly a

UP man, three relatives
gangrape Ludhiana
woman as ‘revenge’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUDHIANA, AUGUST 12

A MAN from Uttar Pradesh and
three members of his family al-
legedly gangraped a 30-year-old
woman in Ludhianain “revenge”
day after after her brother eloped
with his daughter and got mar-
ried, police said.

The victim woman alleged
that the men, from Gorakhpur
in UP, also recorded the act on
their mobile phones and
threatened that they will up-
load it on social media if she
went to the police.

The incident took place on
May 1 but she filed the complaint
only last week as she felt “scared
and threatened”, police said.

Based on the woman's com-
plaint, the Ludhiana Police lodged
an FIR against the man from Kushi
Nagar in Gorakhpur, his brother

and son and an associate.

The complainant alleged that
the accused came to her home
searching for their daughter on
May 1 and started enquiring
from her about their location.

The victim alleged that the
accused, infuriated, "took re-
venge" by sexually assaulting
her. The accused recorded the
act on their mobile phones and
threatened to spread the video
on social media if she reported
the incident to police.

Inspector Bhagatveer Singh,
station house officer at Tibba
Road police station, citing the
complaint, said that the woman
was under trauma and earlier
chose not to file a complaint.

Later, she gathered courage
and approached the police on
Friday, she said. Soon after re-
ceiving the complaint, the police
lodged an FIR under Section
376D (gang rape) of the IPC.

decade ago on encroached for-
est land. A forest department
team also surveyed the two vil-
lages, the residents of which pre-
dominantly belong to the
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe communities.

Officials said the forest depart-
ment issued notices, and as no-
body was found present at the site,
the notices were pasted on the
walls of the two buildings. No re-
ply wasfiled, leading to directives
tovacate the land, the officials said.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate of
Mirzapur, Rajesh Kumar Verma,
said that after completing the
formalities, the forest depart-
mentissued a demolition order.

He added that a team of po-
licemen and administration of-
ficials also accompanied the for-
est department personnel to
assist them and maintain law
and order.

J&K Police bust
terror module
with arrest of 9

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir

Police on Monday claimed to have
busted a terror module with the
arrestof nine people that allegedly
facilitated movement of terrorists
infiltrating from Pakistan in the
upper reaches of Doda,
Udhampur and Kathua districts.

Those arrested were identified
as Mohammad Lateef and Akhter
Ali of Ambe Naal in Kathua; and
brothers Saddam, Khadim and
Kushal of Bhaddu Billawar in
Kathua district; Noorani of
Juthana under the Rajbagh police
jurisdiction, Magbool of Soffain,
Liaquat and Kasim Din.

Sources said the module was
busted on the basis of leads from
central intelligence agencies fol-
lowing the killing of three for-
eign terrorists in Doda district
last month.

Police described Lateef as the
kingpin of the module, saying
that he acted as a guide and
arranged logistics for terrorists
passing through the area. ENS

Pak singer Haniya Aslam, one-half
of music duo Zeb and Haniya, dies

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

POPULAR PAKISTANI singer
Haniya Aslam, known for her
Coke Studio hits ‘Laili Jaar’, ‘Bibi
Sanam’, ‘Paimona’, and ‘Chup’,
has died, her cousin and music
collaborator Zeb Bangash con-
firmed on social media. Local me-
diareports said Aslam died of car-
diacarrestand was in her late 30s.

Much before ‘Lelijaan’,a song
picturised in Bhopal in Alankrita
Srivastav’s Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2016), struck a chord with
the popular culture inIndia, it was
performed in Coke Studio
Pakistan by Aslamand Bangashin
2013. It was composed in Dari
then, the language dominantly
spoken in Afghanistan, besides
Pashto.

Both Aslam and Bangash grew
upin Lahore, but their roots were

Haniya
Aslam

inKohat in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(North West Frontier Province),
where they would often visit ex-
tended family. It's here they heard
the love song, ‘Laili jaan, dileh ma
kardi wairan’, sung by Afghani
popstar Ahmad Zahir. Known as
the Elvis of Afghanistan, Zahir’s
ditty from 1977 was popular
among Pashtuns and non-
Persians in Balochistan. Aslamand
Bangash grew up listening to it at
family gatherings.

Haniya, who was trained in
tabla, went to study at Smith
College, Massachusetts, while Zeb
was at Mount Holyoke College.

One day, during the winter
break when a few students stayed

backon campus, the twofoundan
abandoned room in Bangash’s
dormitory basement and began
tojam there. This evening of song
and talk resulted in them putting
up two songs online, which went
viral and reached Pakistani radio
stations. This is when the songs
were heard by producer Mekaal
Hasan, who then produced the
duo’s debut album Chup (2007).
An invite to sing in Coke Studio
Pakistan followed, bringing them
more fame, especially in India.
Aslam toured with Bangash
for some time but she wasn’t
comfortable with the life of a tour-
ing musician. She left the band
soon to study audio engineering
and music production in Canada.
Aslam returned to Pakistan some
years ago and created ‘Mainirada’
with AliHamzain the 11th Season
of Coke Studio in 2018. The song
was inspired by Maya Angelou’s
poem, ‘Phenomenal Woman'.
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How Tungabhadra dam gate was swept away, why farmers are fearful

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, AUGUST 12

A FLOOD alert has been sounded down-
stream of the Tungabhadra dam in
Karnataka’s Koppal district after one of the
33 crest gates of the massive stone masonry
dam across the Tungabhadra river was
washed away late on Saturday evening.

Repairs can be carried out only after two-
thirds of the damis emptied, the Tungabhadra
Board, which manages the project, said.
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar, who is also the
Water Resources Minister, vis-
ited the dam on Sunday.

INFRA

“During the said incident, i.e., at 10.50
pm, the spillway gate No. 19 was washed
away from the groove of spillway,” the
statement said.

The crest (or spillway) gate failed after a link
in the chain used to operate it broke. The force
of the water in the dam swept the 60-foot-by-
20-foot gate, weighing around 20 tonnes, some
500 ft away, ] Purushottham, president of the
Tungabhadra Farmers’Association, said.

Local sources said welding was carried out
on the chain links of the spillway gates to
strengthen them 3-4 years ago. Purushottham
said that considering the chain
links were old, Karnataka had
suggested that the links be re-
placed with steel cables to op-
erate the crest gates. “Such asys-

How the gate broke

The dam has 33 ‘vertical lift’ type gates
that move on rollers embedded in the ma-
sonry. The gates are operated from an over-
head bridge.

“On 10.08.2024, 10 spillway gates were
operated, i.e. from gate No. 12 to 21 to height
of 1.5 feet and the discharge through the spill-
way gate was 22,890 Cusecs,” the
Tungabhadra Board said in a statement on
Sunday. Spillways or overflow channels are
structures used for the controlled release of
water from a reservoir.
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tem is in place in the Alamatti
dam in Bagalkot district,” he said.

Water in reservoir

On August 10, the reservoir level was at its
maximum 1,633 ft,and the dam was full to its
capacity, about 105.8 thousand million cubic
(TMC) ft, according to Tungabhadra Board data.
The inflow was 40,925 cusecs (cubic ft per sec-
ond), and outflow was 28,133 cusecs.

According to the Tungabhadra Board state-
ment issued by its Secretary O R K Reddy, fol-
lowing early inflows into the dam, water had

UKRAINE PUSHINTO RUSSIA"S KURSK:
WHAT'S HAPPENING, WHY NOW

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

UKRAINIAN TROOPS have advanced
around 30 kminto Russian territory in the
Kursk Oblast, in what might be Kyiv’s
largestincursion into Russia since the start
of the war in 2022. On Sunday, Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the
surprise attack, which began on August 6,
would “restore justice” and “push the war
into the aggressor’s territory”.

UKRAINE

Kursk
(8

K RUSSIA

& Kharkiv

Where the Ukrainian incursion has

What is happening?
Although no independent reports are

taken place in the Kursk Oblast.

available, some suggest that Ukraine has
already captured more land since the be-
ginning of this attack than it did over the
course of last summer’s counter-offensive.

Russian forces are currently fighting
Ukrainian troops near the villages of
Tolpino and Obshchy Kolodez, 25 km and
30 km respectively from the Russia-
Ukraine border, Russia’s defence ministry
said on Sunday. The incursion involves
three Ukrainian brigades — comprising six
to eight thousand troops — sources told TVP
World, a Poland-based news outlet.

On social media, Ukrainian soldiers
have made claims of having captured a
host of Russian settlements — soldiers
have filmed themselves tearing down
Russian flags in captured villages, or
standing in front of road signs to show
they have entered Russia.

Around 76,000 people have been
evacuated from the region, where a state
of emergency has been declared by local
authorities, Moscow officials say.

possible to strengthen its position on the
negotiating table. Ukrainian land cap-
tured by Russia could be exchanged for
Russian land conquered by Ukraine.

It could also be possible that Ukraine

wants to capture the Kursk nuclear power
plant as a payback for Russia’s seizure of
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in
2022.The Kursk plant is just 60 km away
from the Ukrainian border. The incursion
could also be part of Ukraine’s effort to force
Russia to redeploy its troops from the east
— the attack comes just weeks after
Moscow captured several villages in
Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk region.

What happens next?

It is quite unlikely that Ukraine would

be able to hold all of the Russian territory it
hasadvanced into. Even to maintainits cur-
rent position, Kyiv would need to deploy
more troops, tanks, and resources.

In an interview with the Polish Press

Agency, retired Polish General Roman Polko

Why has Ukraine launched the attack?

Currently, there is no clarity about the
attack’s objectives, but military experts say
that there could be several political and mil-
itary reasons behind it. Some suggest that
Ukraine wants to seize as much land as

said, “the use of highly capable Ukrainian
combat forces in Kursk is either a brilliant
countermove to shift the momentum in
the war, or a strategic error which com-
pounds the challenges in Ukraine’s eastern
Ukraine defensive operations”.
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The 33-gate dam on the Tungabhadra in Karnataka was completed in 1953. P11

been released through three gates on July 22
and, as inflows increased subsequently, around
1.65 lakh cusecs was released on August 1.

On Monday, the water level was almost
1,631 ft,and the reservoir capacity was 97.75
TMC ft, Board data show.

Accumulated silt over the years now fills
around 30% of the original capacity of the dam.
The state government has proposed to build a
balancing reservoir to address this problem.

River and the dam
The Tungabhadra, which is formed at

the confluence near Shimoga of two
streams, Tunga and Bhadra, that rise in the
Western Ghats, flows into the Krishna at
Sangamaleshwaram in Andhra Pradesh.
The river, which forms part of the bound-
ary between Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh, has a total catchment area of al-
most 70,000 sq km.

The Tungabhadra reservoir sprawls over
an area of 378 sq km primarily in
Karnataka’s Vijayanagar district. It is one of
the major reservoirs in South India that sup-
plies water for irrigation and industrial use,
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as well as drinking water to Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh.

The dam was first conceived of in 1860 to
mitigate the impact of recurrent famine in
Rayalaseema. Construction was begun by the
erstwhile governments of Hyderabad and
Madras in 1945, and the project was com-
pleted in 1953.

The Tungabhadra Board was established
by a presidential order in 1953.The Board cur-
rently has a chairman appointed by the Union
government, and four members, representing
the Union government and the states of

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

Repairs and fears

The crest gate that has been swept away
is located in the middle of the dam, and re-
pairs can begin only after 60-65% of the wa-
ter in the reservoir has been discharged.

The repair will be carried out as soon as
possible with consultation with experts, the
Tungabhadra Board has said. “Action is be-
ing taken to fabricate new stop lock gate...
The...work will be completed within a
week,” the Board said.

Cultivators with fields upstream are
afraid that draining of the reservoir to carry
out repairs will impact irrigation; those
downstream have the same fear, apart from
apprehensions of flooding due to increased
outflows from the dam. The Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre has is-
sued a flood alert to downstream areas.

Heavy rainfall could make the situation
worse; however, no heavy rain is forecast in
the region in the coming days.

Last year, due to a severe drought in the
state, farmers either did not get the yield they
hoped for, or avoided sowing altogether.
Shivakumar said a projected inflow of
around 50-60 TMC ft in September and
October would help farmers in the region
cultivate at least one crop this year.

Hindenburg-Adani-Buch saga

18 months after its accusations against Adani, Hindenburg has alleged Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch had
‘hidden stakes in the exact same obscure offshore Bermuda and Mauritius funds...used by Vinod Adani’

HITESHVYAS & GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, AUGUST 12

A YEAR and a half after its January 2023 re-
port on the Adani Group, US-based short
seller Hindenburg Research has levelled alle-
gations against the chairperson of India's
capital markets regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi).

Hindenburg alleged on Saturday that Sebi
chief Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband,
Dhaval Buch, had stakes in offshore funds
used in the alleged Adani money siphoning
scandal.

The Buchs have denied the allegation and
Sebi has said that it has adequate internal
mechanisms for addressing issues relating
to conflict of interest, including a disclosure
framework and provisions for recusal.

How and when did this saga begin?

Ina 106-page report released on January
25, 2023, Hindenburg accused Gautam
Adani’s Adani Group of “brazen stock manip-
ulation and accounting fraud scheme over
the course of decades”.

The report was published ahead of theRs
20,000-crore follow-on public offer (FPO) of
Adani Enterprises Ltd. Shares of Adani com-
panies tanked, and the group subsequently
called off the FPO, which was fully subscribed.

Adani denied the allegations. Most Adani
shares have now recovered.

What happened after that?

OnMarch 2,2023, the Supreme Court set
up a six-member expert committee to inves-
tigate whether there was regulatory failure in
dealing with the alleged contravention of
laws by the Adani Group or other companies.

Separately, the court asked Sebi, which was
already looking at allegations against Adani
companies, to specifically investigate if there
was a violation of the minimum public share-
holding norms in public limited companies, a
failure to disclose transactions with related
parties, or any manipulation of stock prices.

In May 2023, the expert committee said
that the markets regulator “had drawn a
blank” inits investigation into alleged viola-
tions in money flows from offshore entities
into Adani companies.

In November 2023, the court said it had
noreason to discredit Sebi, and that it did not
have to treat the contents of the Hindenburg

KEY PLAYERS IN THE STORY

HINDENBURG

Founded in 2017, New York-based
Hindenburg Research says it
specialises in forensic financial
research. “...We...look for situations
where companies may have...
accounting irregularities, bad actors
in management or key service
provider roles, undisclosed related-
party transactions, illegal/ unethical
business or financial reporting
practices and undisclosed
regulatory, product or financial
issues,” it says on its website.

ADANIGROUP

10 publicly traded companies with a
market capitalisation of around
$200 billion. Businesses include
seaport and airport management,
electricity generation and trans-
mission, mining, natural gas, food,
weapons, cement, power, etc.

MADHABI PURI BUCH

Chairperson of the Securities and
Exchange Board of India, alumnus of
[IM-Ahmedabad. Started her career
in ICICI Bank in 1989, moved to
Singapore in 2011 to join Greater
Pacific Capital. Worked in various
capacities in the corporate sector
until 2017 and set up two
consultancy firms. Became Whole
Time Member of Sebi in 2017, and its
chairperson in March 2022.

DHAVAL BUCH

Husband of Madhabi Puri Buch,
senior advisor at Blackstone and
Alvarez & Marsal. Alumnus of IIT-
Delhi, worked with Unilever group
in India, London, and Singapore for
35 years, was Executive Director of
Hindustan Unilever. Retired in 2019
and started his own consultancy
practice through two companies.

report as the “true state of affairs”.

On January 3, 2024, the court endorsed
Sebi’s investigation, and refused to transfer the
case toa Special Investigation Team (SIT) or the
CBI.Itsaid Sebi had completed the probe in 20
out of 22 matters, and asked it to finish the job
within three months. Sebi completed its probe
into one more case in March, and has said the
final investigation is close to completion.

What has Sebi been doing in this period?
On July 1, 2024, Hindenburg announced
that it had received a show cause notice from
Sebi for short selling of Adani Enterprises Ltd
stockimmediately before and after the release
of its January 2023 report. The notice named
Hindenburg Research, its founder Nathan
Anderson, partner-investor Mark Kingdon,
and three entities owned or controlled by
Kingdon: Kingdon Capital Management LLC,
M Kingdon Offshore Master Fund LP, and K
India Opportunities Fund (KIOF) - Class F.
Hindenburg also said Sebi’s notice had
“conspicuously failed to name...Kotak Bank,
one of India’s largest banks and brokerage
firms..., which created and oversaw the off-

shore fund structure used by our investor
partner (Kingdon) to bet against Adani”.

Aday later, Kotak Mahindra International
Limited (KMIL) and KIOF stated that
Hindenburg was never their client, nor had
itever been aninvestor in the Fund. The Fund
was not aware that Hindenburg was a part-
ner of any of its investors, it said.

What is Hindenburg’s new allegation?
Hindenburg has now alleged that “it sus-
pects Sebi’s unwillingness to take meaning-
ful action against suspect offshore sharehold-
ers in the Adani Group may stem from Sebi
Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch’s complic-
ity in using the exact same funds used by
Vinod Adani, brother of Gautam Adani”.
Quoting “whistleblower documents”, Hin-
denburgalleged, “Sebi’s Chairperson had stake
in obscure offshore entities used in the Adani
money siphoning scandal.” It said Sebi was yet
to take any action against other suspect Adani
shareholders operated by wealth manage-
ment firm India Infoline — EM Resurgent Fund
and Emerging India Focus Funds.
Hindenburg alleged that Buch had en-

sured that accounts with ties to Adani “be
registered solely in the name of Dhaval
Buch”, her husband, two weeks before her
appointment as Sebi Whole Time Member,
and had subsequently redeemed the funds
“through her husband’s name”.

“Despite disclaiming control, a private
email she sent a year into her Sebi term (in
2018) shows she redeemed stakes in the
funds through her husband’s name...,”
Hindenburg has alleged.

How has the Sebi chairperson responded
to the allegations?

Madhabi Puri Buch and Dhaval Buch have
said their investment in the offshore funds
mentioned by Hindenburg were made in
2015 when they were “private citizens” living
in Singapore. The investment was made “al-
most 2 years before Madhabi joined Sebi...as
a Whole Time Member”, they have said.

“The decision to invest in this fund was
because the Chief Investment Officer, Anil
Ahuja, is Dhaval’s childhood friend from
school and IIT Delhi and, being an ex-em-
ployee of Citibank, JP Morgan and 3i Group
plc, had many decades of a strong investing
career. The fact that these were the drivers of
the investment decision is borne out by the
fact that when, in 2018, Ahuja left his posi-
tion as CIO of the fund, we redeemed the in-
vestment in that fund,” the Buchs have said.

From 2011 to March 2017, Madhabi lived
and worked from Singapore, initially asan em-
ployee of a private equity firm and subse-
quently as a consultant. The two consulting
companies she set up, one each in India and
Singapore, became dormant on her appoint-
ment at Sebi. These companies (and her share-
holding in them)were explicitly part of her dis-
closures to Sebi, they have said.

What position has Sebi taken?

On Sunday, the regulator defended Buch.
She has from time to time made relevant dis-
closures required in terms of holdings of secu-
rities and their transfers, Sebi said. “Chair-
person has also recused herself in matters
involving potential conflicts of interest,” it said.

“..More than 100 communications have
been made seeking assistance from domestic/
foreign regulators and external agencies. Also,
more than 300 documents...have been exam-
ined” during the probe into the Hindenburg
matter, Sebi said. It advised investors to remain
calm and exercise due diligence.

Once thriving, now all but gone: a history of Kerala's Jewish communities

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, AUGUST 12

QUEENIE HALLEGUA, 89, died in Kochi on
Sunday. She was the last woman of Kerala’s
once-vibrant Paradesi Jewish community.
Her death left her nephew Keith, 65, as the
last Paradesi Jew in Kerala.

The Jews of Kerala

From boasting a population of 20,000-
50,000in the mid-1940s, India’s Jewish pop-
ulation today is estimated to comprise 4,000-
5,000 members. Almost all belong to the
Marathi-speaking Bene Israel community,
settled on the Konkan coast for hundreds of
years. They are not, however, the oldest Jewish
community of India. That honour goes toone
of Kerala’s two main Jewish communities.

MALABAR JEWS, also known as the
Cochin Jews, trace their history to the days of

King Solomon (hypothesised to be in the 10th
century BCE, almost 3,000 years ago).
Initially, they settled in Cranganore (present-
day Kodungallur in Thrissur district), which
the community itself referred to as Shingly.

The oldest documentary evidence of this
community — a set of copper plates given to
the local Jewish leader by the Cranganore’s
Hindu ruler, from circa 1,000
CE — lists various economic
and ceremonial privileges that
the Jews enjoyed in the region.
From the 14th century onward,

CULTURE

tion by the Catholic rulers of Spain and
Portugal, and settled on the Malabar coast
alongside pre-settled Jewish communities,
as well as in Madras (now Chennai). The
Paradesi Jews of Cochin were active in Kerala’s
spice trade, and those settled in Madras were
involved in the trade of Golconda diamonds
and other precious stones.

InKerala, the Paradesi Jews
adopted Malyalam, and many
local customs and traditions.
But at some point, they
stopped marrying those from

and especially following the ar-
rival of the Portuguese in the 16th century,
Malabar Jews moved further south from
Cranganore to Cochin (now Kochi) where the
local king rolled out the red carpet for them.
PARADESIJEWS  literally “foreign” Jews,
migrated to the Indian subcontinent in the
15th and 16th centuries from the Iberian
Peninsula. They fled to India due to persecu-

Kerala’s older Jewish commu-
nity, and began to look down on them. This
effectively created two distinct Jewish com-
munities in Kerala. Many accounts, especially
by Western writers, refer to the Paradesis as
“White Jews” and the Malabaris as “Black
Jews”, although this pejorative characterisa-
tion s largely inaccurate.

In Cochin, the Koders were among the

Clock tower of the Paradesi synagogue
in Mattanchery. Wikimedia Commons

most prominent Paradesi Jewish families.
Samuel Koder (1908-94) ran the Cochin
Electric Company which operated from the

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

1940s till the late 1970s, before the Kerala
State Electricity Board (KSEB) bought it. He
was one of the tallest Jewish leaders in India,
and, according to his obituary in The New
York Times, “an authority on the history of
the Jews of Kerala”. Samuel’s father, also
named Samuel (1869-1941), built the fa-
mous Koder House, now a boutique hotelin
Kochi. Queenie was Samuel Jr’s daughter.

A dwindling community

Unlike Jewish communities in Europe or
West Asia, the ones in India seldom faced
anti-Semitism or persecution. Many, like the
Koders, rose to high positions as agents of
foreign trade, and advisers to Dutch and
Hindurulers. Later, during British rule, Jews
in Kerala prospered as merchants and were
employed as teachers, clerks, and lawyers
in the ever-expanding British bureaucracy.

However, since the 1950s, there hasbeen
a steady migration of Kerala Jews to Israel.

According to estimates, there are well over
4,000 ‘Cochinim’ in Israel today. Most belong
to the Malabar Jewish community, with afew
hundred Paradesis. Only 14 Malabar Jews, and
one Paradesi Jew are now left in Kerala.

“Jew Streets” in Mattancherry and Kochi,
and formerly Jewish-owned shops and busi-
ness houses, are among the few remaining
relics of Kerala’s once-thriving Jewish com-
munity. So are the state’s seven synagogues,
the most prominent among which is the
Paradesi Synagogue built in 1568 CE in
Mattancherry,among the oldest synagogues
in the Commonwealth. Queenie’s late hus-
band Samuel Hallegua was its last warden.

There are three other Paradesi synagogues
at Paravur, Chendamangalam, and Mala. All of
them are protected monuments. Malabari
Jews have three synagogues, with only the
Kavumbhagam Ernakulam Synagoge still ac-
tive. This too was taken over by the state gov-
ernment in 2021 for conservation.
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The State Palace under
construction in
Nusantara. Reuters

INDONESIA
1stCabinet meet
heldin proposed
new capital city

Jakarta: Indonesian
President Joko Widodo
held his first cabinet meet-
ing in his planned new
capital, Nusantara, on
Monday, as the outgoing
leader seeks toreassure in-
vestors his $32 billion
mega-project remains on
track before he steps down
this October. Years after
announcing his flagship
infrastructure project,
Nusantara has faced multi-
ple problems, including
construction delays and a
lack of foreign investment.
Preparing to leave office af-
ter serving the maximum
two terms, Jokowi told his
ministers the new capital
marked a new chapter for
thecountry. REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
Helicopter
crashesinto roof

of hotel, Tkilled

Sydney: Ahelicopter onan
unauthorised  flight
crashed into the roof of a
Hilton hotel in Australia's
northern tourist town of
Cairns on Monday, killing
the pilot and forcing hun-
dreds of guests to evacu-
ate after a blaze, authori-
ties said. Emergency
crews were called at
about 2 a.m. (1600 GMT
on Sunday) after the twin-
engine helicopter hit the
roof of the hotel, setting
part of the structure on
fire and triggering the
evacuations, Queensland
state police said in a state-
ment. Police said the hel-
icopter had been taken
from its hangar at Cairns
airport for an "unautho-
rised flight", but did not
elaborate. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
Londonmanheld
afterstabbing
two, says police

London: A man has been
arrested after an 11-year-
old girl and a 34-year-old
woman were stabbed in
central London, London's
Metropolitan Police said
onMonday. The attack oc-
curred in Leicester Square,
amagnet for tourists with
its shops, theatres and cin-
emas. The square and sur-
rounding area have an es-
timated 2.5 million visitors
every week. Police said the
victims were hospitalised.
It was not immediately
clearwhether the stabbing
had any link to the right-
wing unrest that had kept
UK at the edge of violence
over the past weeks. AP

GALLANT HARMING CHANCES OF REACHING A HOSTAGE DEAL, SAYS PM’S OFFICE

Split in Israel Cabinet: Defence Minister calls
Netanyahu s total victory plan ‘nonsense’

REUTERS
JERUSALEM, AUGUST 12

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu traded
barbs with his defence minister
on Monday, underscoring the
deep internal splits that continue
to plague the government as the
war in Gazarisks spilling out into
a wider regional conflict.

Following Israeli media re-
ports quoting Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant dismissing
Netanyahu's war aim of total vic-
tory against the Islamist move-
ment Hamas in Gaza as “non-
sense”, Netanyahu's office put
out a statement rebuking Gallant.

“When Gallant adopts the
anti-Israel narrative, he harms the
chances of reaching a hostage
deal,” the statement said. It said
Israel’s war aim remained “total
victory”, with the elimination of
Hamasand release of the remain-
ing hostages seized by Hamas on
October 7 last year. “This is the
clear directive of Prime Minister
Netanyahu and the Security
Cabinet, and it obligates everyone
—including Gallant,” it said.

The exchange came as Israel
hasbeen bracing for a possible at-
tack by Iran and the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah movement in
southern Lebanon, after a sharp
escalation in tensions following a
missile strike killed 12 youngsters
in the Golan Heights on July 27.

In the wake of that attack,
Israel killed a senior Hezbollah
commander in Beirut. A day
later, the political leader of
Hamas Ismail Haniyeh was as-
sassinated in Tehran, drawing
vows of retaliation from Iran.

Hong Kong top
court dismisses
Jimmy Lai’s bid to
revoke conviction

REUTERS
HONG KONG, AUGUST 12

HONG KONG'S top court on
Monday unanimously dis-
missed the bid to overturn the
convictions of media tycoon
Jimmy Lai and six other pro-
democracy campaigners for an
unauthorised assembly in 2019.

Lai, 76, founder of the news-
paper Apple Daily, and six others
had been found guilty of organ-
ising and participating in an
unauthorised assembly in
August 2019 during months-
long pro-democracy protests in
the city. While a lower court had
overturned their conviction for
organising the assembly, but
their conviction for taking part
in an unauthorised procession
was upheld.

Their appeal centred on
whether the conviction was pro-
portionate to fundamental hu-
man rights protections, a princi-
ple set down in two non-binding
decisions of Britain’s Supreme
Court known as “operational
proportionality”.

Chief Justice Andrew Cheung
and Judge Roberto Ribeiro wrote
in the main judgement that the
two UK decisions should not be
followed in Hong Kong, as there's
differences between the human
rights legal framework in Hong
Kong and the UK.

The judgment came two
months after the resignations of
two British judges from Hong
Kong's Court of Final Appeal
(CFA), who said Hong Kong was
becoming a totalitarian state.

Palestinians flee from Hamad City in south Gaza’s Khan Younis on Sunday. AP

Amid fears of Iranian strike, US
orders submarine to West Asia

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 12

US DEFENCE Secretary Lloyd
Austin has ordered the USS
Georgia guided missile submarine
to the Middle East and is telling
the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft
carrier strike group to sail more
quickly to the area, the Defense
Department said Sunday.
Officials have been on the
lookout for retaliatory strikes by
both Iran and Hezbollah for the
killings of Hamas political leader
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran and a

: US Secretary
N of Defence

ﬂ Lloyd Austin

senior Hezbollah commanderin
Beirut, and the US has been beef-
ing up its presence in the region.

Meanwhile, Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant told Austin
Sunday that Iran was making
preparations for a large-scale
military attack on Israel, Axios
reporter Barak Ravid said in a
post on X, citing a source with

knowledge of the call. In a state-
ment on Monday, Gallant's min-
istry confirmed the call took
place overnight. |
The Lincoln, which hasbeenin
the Asia Pacific, had already been
ordered to the region to replace
the USS Theodore Roosevelt air-
craft carrier strike group, whichis
scheduled to begin heading
home.Itwasn't clear Sunday how
much more quickly the Lincoln
will steam to the Middle East. The
carrier has F-35 fighter jets aboard,
along with the F/A-18 fighter air-
craft that are also on carriers.
WITHREUTERS INPUTS

UK, Germany,
France endorse
latest efforts for
(Gaza ceasefire

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, AUGUST 12

THE LEADERS of France, Germany
and Britain have endorsed calls
fora cease-firein Gaza, the return
of scores of hostages held by
Hamas and the “unfettered” de-
livery of humanitarian aid.

In a joint statement released
onMonday, they endorsed the lat-
est push by the United States,
Qatar and Egypt to broker an
agreement to end the 10-month-
old Israel-Hamas war. The media-
tors have spent months trying to
get the sides to agree toa 3-phase
plan in which Hamas would re-
lease the remaining hostages cap-
tured on October 7 in exchange for
Palestinians jailed by Israel and
Israel would withdraw from Gaza.

“The fighting must end now,
and all hostages still detained by
Hamas must be released. The
people of Gaza need urgent and
unfettered delivery and distribu-
tion of aid,” the statement said. It
was signed by French President
Emmanuel Macron, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

The statement also called on
Iran and its allies to refrain from
any retaliatory attacks that
would further escalate regional
tensions after the killing of two
senior militants last month in
Beirut and Tehran.

Soldiers to return to barracks after police
resume operatlons Bangladesh Army chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, AUGUST 12

BANGLADESH'S ARMY Chief
General Waker-Uz-Zaman said on
Monday that soldiers will return
to barracks once the police re-
sume normal operations, as he
metand reviewed the security sit-
uation with the interim govern-
ment head Muhammad Yunus.
He also said that there is im-
provement in the law and order
situationin the country. “If the sit-
uation continues to improve, all
regular forces will carry out their
counter-terrorismoperations,” he
was quoted as saying by United
News of Bangladesh news agency.
He said that 30 crimes against
minority communities have been
committed in 20 districts of the
country. He called upon the polit-
ical parties toshunall violence and

Police personnel regulate traffic in Dhaka on Monday. AP

do politics for the people. Earlier,
he held a meeting with senior
government officials.

During the political turmoil,
most police stations in the coun-
try, including Dhaka, had no po-
lice personnel present. Multiple
officers reported that over four

hundred police stations across the
country have experienced attacks,
vandalism, arson, and looting.

A police headquarters official
said that the police have not faced
suchasituation since 1971, the re-
portsaid. Meanwhile, the protest-
ing police officers in Bangladesh

General
Waker-Uz-
Zaman

have agreed to call off their strike
after the interim government as-
sured them to meet most of their
demands, according to media re-
ports Monday.

Resignations of top
officials legal: Yunus

Muhammad Yunus, says the
high-profile resignations of au-
thorities close to ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina are legal
after student leaders who organ-
ized protests against Hasina's gov-
ernment issued ultimatums for
them to quit. “Legally ... all the
steps were taken,” Yunus, 83, told
the media Sunday night.

Elon Musk sets up Trump interview on X

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 12

BILLIONAIRE ENTREPRENEUR
Elon Musk is due to interview
Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump on the X so-
cial media network on Monday
in an event that could inject
more surprises into the turbu-
lent U.S. presidential election.
The interview, scheduled for 8
p.m. Eastern Time (0000 Tuesday
GMT), could provide the former
president an opportunity to seize
the limelight at a time when his

Elon Musk

EXPLAINED

E Widerreach
L]

TRUMP’S INTERVIEW on
Musk's X could allow
Trump to reach a different
audience than the conser-
vative faithful who attend
hisrallies and watch his in-
terviews on Fox News.

campaign is seen as sagging. His
Democratic rival for the Nov. 5
election, Vice President Kamala
Harris, has erased Trump'sleadin

opinion polls and energized

Democratic voters with a series of

high-energy rallies.
Theinterview will be hosted live

using Trump's official Xaccount, his
campaign said on Sunday.

Trump's access to his account
was restored a month into
Musk's ownership of X after be-
ing suspended by the platform's
previous owners following the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on Congress
by his supporters.

Trump frequently posts on
his Truth Social platform, which
was launched in February 2022.
He has returned to X only once
since his access was restored
with a post in August 2023 ap-
pealing for donations showing
his Fulton County jail mug shot.

THE COMET STRIKE USHERED IN A 1,200-YEAR ICE AGE AND LED TO EXTINCTION OF MANY LARGE ANIMALS
An ancient calendar found in T urkey may have documented a 13,000-yr-old disaster

CLAIRE MOSES
AUGUST 12

A RESEARCHER at the University
of Edinburgh has discovered what
hebelieves is the earliest calendar
of its kind at Gobekli Tepe, an ar-
chaeological excavation site in
whatis now southern Turkey that
used to be an ancient complex of
temple-like enclosures.

The researcher, Martin
Sweatman, a scientist at the
University of Edinburgh, said in
research published last month
that V-shaped markings on the
lunisolar calendar, which com-
bines the movements of the

moon and sun, recorded a major
astronomical event that had a
huge impact on Earth — making
the ancient pillar part of an an-
cient version of a memorial.

Sweatman said that the intri-
cate carvings at Gobekli Tepe tell
the story and document the date
when fragments of a comet —
which came from a meteor
stream — hit Earth roughly 13,000
years ago. The comet strike, which
the latest research has placed in
theyear 10,850B.C,, haslongbeen
a source of disagreement among
academics and researchers.

This is not the first time that
Dr. Sweatman has been able to
connect the impact of the comet

to the site in Turkey, he said. In
2017, helinked the twoinanaca-
demic paper in which he con-
tended that the carvings at
Gobekli Tepe were memorialized
in the pillars, and that the site was
used as a place to observe space.

Atthe time,a group of excava-
tors at Gobekli Tepe challenged
those findings. Jens Notroff,an ar-
chaeologist who wrote the post
on the excavators’ website, was
notimmediately convinced about
the new findings and questioned
whether the markings had a
deeper meaning. He said on X that
there was an “an obsession with
theideathat there *must*bease-
cret, a hidden code which needs

Researchers believe the calendar tracked the movements of
the moon and the sun in today’s Turkey. NYT
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toand canbe decoded — whileit's
really just about past humans liv-
ing their lives.”

Sweatman said the recent dis-
covery that one of the pillars also
depicts alunisolar calendar —and
thus marks the day of the impact
— lined up with his prior research.
“We can be very confidentindeed
thatit’s a date,” he said.

The comet strike usheredina
1,200-year ice age and led to the
extinction of many large animals,
Dr. Sweatman said. For humans,
the comet probably also led to dif-
ferences in lifestyle and agricul-
ture that helped usher in the rise
of civilization as we know it.

Although Dr. Sweatman has
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FANNED BY GALES, FIRE TORCHES TREES, HOMES

WILDFIRE MENACES ATHENS SUBURBS

Greece's worst wildfire this year spread into the Athens suburbs Monday; forcing hundreds of
people to flee as it torched trees, homes and cars . Greece requested help from EU members to
tackle the fire, burning out of control for a second day; fanned by gale force winds.

REUTERS

IS ex-chief held
in housing scam,
court martial
initiated: Army

Lt Gen Hameed’s 2021 ouster was seen
as beginning Imran’s clash with army

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 12

IN AN unprecedented move, the
Pakistan Army on Monday an-
nounced that it has arrested for-
mer ISI chief Lt Gen (retd.) Faiz
Hameed and initiated court
martial proceedings against him
in connection with a housing
scheme scandal.

"Complying with the orders
of the Supreme Court of Pakistan,
a detailed court of inquiry was
undertaken by Pakistan Army, to
ascertain correctness of com-
plaints in Top City Case made
against Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
(Retd),” the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) - the media wing
of the army- said in a statement.

“Consequently, appropriate
disciplinary action has been initi-
ated against Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
(Retd.), under provisions of the
Pakistan Army Act,” it said.

“In addition, multiple in-
stances of violation of the Pakistan
Army Act post-retirement have
also been established. The process
of Field General Court Martial has
been initiated and Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed (Retd) has been taken
into military custody,” it added.

Lt Gen (retd.) Hameed was
considered extremely powerful
when he headed the spy agency
from 2019 to 2021. He was ap-
pointed to the coveted post when
then ISI chief and current Army
chief Lt Gen Asim Munir was pre-
maturely removed from the post.

Later, the army decided tore-
place Hameed, a move vehe-
mently opposed by Imran Khan
and it is believed that it was the
beginning of souring of his ties
with the powerful military.

Lt Gen (Retd) Faiz Hameed.
X/@nadeemmalik

The Top City case made head-
linesin 2023 when Moeez Ahmed
Khan, the owner of Top City, filed
apetitionin the Supreme Courtin
which he accused Gen Hameed
and ISI officials of raiding the Top
City office and his house and seiz-
ing valuables, including gold, dia-
monds and money. He alleged
that the ISI officials extorted Rs 4
crore cash from him.

He also stated that Sardar
Najaf, the brother of Hameed, also
contacted himtoresolve theissue
later. The petition also claimed
that Gen Hameed later personally
met him to resolve the issue. He
alleged that the ISI officials ex-
torted Rs 4 crore cash from him.

A three-judge bench of the
Supreme Court heard the caseand
decided to send it to the Ministry
of Defence for probing the allega-
tion. The army announced in April
this year that it constituted a high-
level inquiry committee headed
by amajorgeneral tolookintothe
allegations.

The post of ISI chief is consid-
ered one of the most important
in the Pakistan Army, which has
ruled the country for more than
half of its 76-plus years of exis-
tence and has hitherto wielded
considerable power in matters
of security and foreign policy.

Ukraine’s incursion
aimed at improving
leverage in possible
ceasefire talks: Putin

REUTERS
MOSCOW, AUGUST 12

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin said
on Monday that Ukraine's
biggest attack on Russian terri-
tory since the start of the war was
aimed at improving Kyiv's nego-
tiating position ahead of possible
peace talks and at slowing the
advance of Russian forces.

Ukrainian forces rammed
through the Russian border last
Tuesday and swept across some
western parts of Russia's Kurskre-
gion, a surprise attack that laid
bare the weakness of Russian bor-
der defences in the area. Putin, in
his most detailed public remarks
on the incursion, said Ukraine
“with the help of its Western mas-
ters” was trying to improve its po-
sition ahead of possible talks.

He questioned what negotia-
tions there could be with an en-
emy he accused of firing indis-
criminately at Russian civilians
and nuclear facilities. "The main

long researched the symbols at
the ancient site in Turkey, this re-
cent breakthrough came in the
form of a tip when someone
emailed him that the V-shaped
symbols on the pillar could be in-
terpreted as markings of the lunar
cycle. “I had not spotted that my-
self before,” he said. “I had always
wondered what these box-and V-
symbols might mean.”

Each V-shaped symbol could
represent a single day, according
to Dr. Sweatman’s research. “This
allowed researchers to counta so-
lar calendar of 365 days on one of
the pillars, consisting of 12 lunar
months plus 11 extradays,” there-

search states.

People wait for humanitarian
aid in Kursk, Monday. Reuters

task, of course, is for the defence
ministry to squeeze out, to knock
out the enemy from our territo-
ries," Putin said, adding that
Russian forces were accelerating
theiradvance along therestof the
1000-km main front.

"The enemy will certainly re-
ceive aworthy response,” he said.

Russian officials say Ukraineis
trying to show its Western backers
it can still muster major military
operations as pressure mountson
both Kyivand Moscow to agree to
talk about halting the war.

The final Von the pillaris “rep-
resented by aV worn around the
neck of a birdlike beast thought
torepresent the summer solstice
constellation at the time,” the re-
search concluded. Other statues
nearby, possibly representing
deities, have been found with
similar markings.

After interpreting the V-
shaped symbols as such, every-
thing fell into place, Dr. Sweatman
said. The carvings suggest that “an-
cient people were able to record
their observations of the sun,
moon and constellations in the
formof asolar calendar, created to
keep track of time and mark the
change of seasons,” hesaid. NYT
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TOBE UK FIRM’S LARGEST SHAREHOLDER

JATINGROVER
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

BHARTI GLOBAL, the interna-
tional investment arm of Bharti
Enterprises, will acquire a
24.5 per cent stake in BT Group,
Britain’s largest broadband
and mobile company, from
Altice UK.

Though Bharti did not dis-
close the transaction size, the
deal at the current market price
is likely to be valued around $4
billion (Rs 31,850 crore), mak-
ing it one of the biggest out-
bound deals struck by an Indian
company.

Bharti Enterprises chairman
Sunil Bharti Mittal said that
though growth in fully-devel-
oped economies like the UK is
very small at around 1-2 per
cent a year, revenues are pretty
large — $25 billion in current
revenue and $10 billion in
Ebitda.

“I think it's a very attractive
buy. In the UK, we have many
companies that are trading at
low multiples. So, given the
cash flows from BT, we believe
it’s going to be a good and a
long-term investment,” Mittal
said.

“As far as BT’s businesses
are concerned, out of arevenue
of $25 billion, around $9-10 bil-
lion is through enterprise, but
it is the top mobile provider in

— BRIEFLY —

Need toimprove
timeliness of data:
Rao Inderiit Singh

New Delhi: Union Minister Rao
Inderjit Singh on Monday
called for the cooperation of
stakeholdersinimproving the
quality, timeliness and rele-
vance of data in the process of
governance, an official state-
ment said. The Minister of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation made the re-
marks at the 28th Conference
of Central and State Statistical
Organisations commenced in
the Delhi. “He (the Minister)
highlighted the importance of
the conference in the federal
set-up as it brings together all
concerned stakeholders of the
national statistical systemata
forum for discussionas to how
the system can be taken for-
ward for improving the qual-
ity, timeliness and relevance of
data in the process of gover-
nance,” the statement said
quoting the minister. PTI

BHEL gets
1,600-MWDVC

projectorder

New Delhi: State-owned BHEL
onMonday said it has secured
a 1,600 MW project from
Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC).The coal-based unit will
be set up in the Koderma dis-
trict of Jharkhand on an EPC
(Engineering, Procurement,
and Construction)basis, BHEL
said in a statement. PTI

GST demand: Bajaj
Finance gets show
cause notice

New Delhi: Bajaj Finance has
said, in a filing to the BSE, that
it has received a show cause
notice for a GST demand of Rs
342 crore. PTI

Vodafoneldea
losses narrowto

6,432.1crinQl

New Delhi: Vodafone Idea on
Monday said its losses for the
just-ended June quarter nar-
rowed to Rs 6,432.1 crore,
mainly on the back of 4G sub-
scriber additions. The telecom
firmsaid itis in the midst of ex-
panding 4G coverage and ca-
pacity and launching 5G serv-
ices post the recent fundraising.
VIL's losses stood at Rs 7,840
croreinQ1FY24andRs7674.6
crorein Q4 FY24. PTI

At this stage, we are
not asking for a board
seat. We gotinto the
company througha
public block and the
selleralsodidn’t have
any board seat ... | think
| canadd a tremendous
amount of value within
and outside the board.

SUNILBHARTIMITTAL
CHAIRMAN, BHARTIENTERPRISES

the UK under the EE brand,”
Mittal said.

He said that BT covers
around 30 million homes on fi-
bre broadband. “They have
home broadband, they have
wholesale fiber open reach,
they have mobile and they have
enterprise. So, this is exactly
like Airtel. And if you look at
Airtel, the revenue and Ebitda
are mirror images. We provide
all the similar services that we
do in India and they do in the
UK,” Mittal said, explaining the
rationale behind the stake pur-
chase.

He made it clear that Bharti
Airtel has nothing to do with
the deal. “Airtel has not made
this move. This is an invest-

ment from Bharti Enterprises.
However, best practice sharing
can always take place given the
common shareholder on both
sides. But Airtel at the moment
is not engaged in this particu-
lar process of seeking any tech-
nology or any help from BT,”
Mittal said.

The way the deal is struc-
tured is that shares will be pur-
chased through Bharti
Televentures UK, a company es-
tablished and wholly-owned
by Bharti Global. Bharti
Televentures UK has entered
into a binding agreement with
Altice UK to acquire a 9.99 per
cent stake of BT Group and is-
sued capital imminently with
the balance 14.51 per cent to be

BINDING PACT
WITHALTICE UK

M Bharti Televentures
UKhasenteredintoa
binding agreement
with Altice UK to
acquire a 9.99% stake
of BT Group and issued
capitalimminently
with the balance
14.51% to be acquired
following the receipt
of applicable
regulatory clearances

acquired following the receipt
of applicable regulatory clear-
ances.

Bharti has no immediate
plan of buying out the rest of
BT, and has not asked for a
board seat. “At this stage, we
are not asking for a board seat.
We got into the company
through a public block and the
seller also didn’t have any
board seat. For me, I think I can
add a tremendous amount of
value within and outside the
board. It will be probably in the
future sometime if this particu-
lar issue needs to be ad-
dressed,” Mittal said.

On whether Bharti Airtel is
also looking at any overseas ac-
quisition, he said that Airtel has

Bharti Global to acquire 24.9%in
Britain’s BT Group for around $4 bn

been busy building India and it
will probably be focused on the
country for the next 2-3 years
on missions that are still to be
completed in terms of more 5G,
gaps of 4G, more fiber being
rolled out, FWA, enterprise
business and data centres.

“Airtel has its hands full. In
2-3 years’ time, Airtel’s cash
profile looks pretty strong to us
and at that point of time, based
on what the board decides with
large cash flows and India’s
capex becoming smaller, there
could be an opportunity for
Airtel to go global,” Mittal said.

Bharti and BT have a rela-
tionship going back more than
two decades. In 1997, BT ac-
quired a 21 per cent stake in
Bharti Airtel, which it sold in
2001.

Timotheus Hoéttges, chief
executive of Deutsche Telecom,
which owns 12 per cent of BT
Group, described Bharti
Global’s stake purchase as a
positive step. “We have a long
and good working relationship
with Bharti. So, we are looking
forward to working together
with Bharti and the board of di-
rectors for the sake of BT share-
holders and customers,”
Hottges said.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, commerce minister
Piyush Goyal said the deal is a
“testimony to the growing
strength of India”. FE

UPI transactions jump 36%
to %60 lakh cr in June quarter

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions in the first
three months of the current fiscal have grown over 36% to
Rs 60 lakh crore, Parliament was recently informed

4,122 crore

UPI transactions worth Rs 60
lakh crore took place between
Apriland Junein2024-25, as
per the details of UPI transactions
shared by Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudharyinthe
Lok Sabha

13,113 crore

UPI transactions were made
during the full fiscal 2023-24
with a value of Rs 200 lakh crore

8,371 crore

UPI transactions took placein
FY23 with avalue of Rs 139 lakh
crore, whilein FY22, there were
4,596 crore transactions
involving Rs 84 lakh crore

THE MINISTER of State for
Finance further said thata
facility of cardless cash deposits
onaninter-operable basis has

been extended through UPI

PRESENTLY, THIS facility has
been made available by a select
few banks. To ensure the safety
and security of cash deposits
through UPI, certain conditions
have been prescribed, including a
customer is permitted to deposit
amaximumof Rs 50,000 per
transaction using this facility

BANKS ARE permitted tofixa
lower limit based on theirrisk
management policies

NATIONALPAYMENTS
Corporation of India (NPCI) has
been advised to prescribe the
permissible number of
Interoperable Cash Deposit (ICD)
transactions for a depositor at
the level of Payer PSP or NPCI

Transactionmessages shall
capture the details of the depositor
and clearly stipulate thatitisacash

deposit transaction
Source: PTI

China test-flies biggest
civilian cargo drone as low
altitude economy takes off

REUTERS
BEIJING, AUGUST 12

CHINAFLEW its biggest-yet un-
manned cargo aircraft designed
for civilian use, as the world’s
top drone-making nation steps
up test flights of autonomous
aerial vehicles (UAVs) that could
ultimately ferry everything from
takeouts to people.

Packing a payload capacity of
2 metric tonnes, the twin-en-
gine aircraft took off on Sunday
onan inaugural flight, state me-
dia said, citing developer
Sichuan Tengden Sci-tech
Innovation Co, for a trip of about
20 minutes in southwestern
Sichuan province.

China’s civilian drone mak-
ers are testing larger payloads as
the government pushes to build
a low-altitude economy, with
the aviation regulator seeing a
2-trillion-yuan ($279-billion)
industry by 2030, for a four-fold
expansion from 2023.

With a wingspan of 16.1 m
(52.8 ft)and a height of 4.6 m (15
ft), the aircraft, built entirely by
government-funded Tengden, is
slightly larger than the world’s
most popular light aircraft, the
four-seat Cessna 172.

Tengden’s test flight fol-
lowed the maiden flight in June
of HH-100, a cargo drone devel-
oped by Aviation Industry Corp
of China (AVIC) with payload ca-

An unmanned cargo aircraft developed by Sichuan Tengden
Sci-tech Innovation takes part in a maiden flight at an airport

inZigong, China.

Reuters

pacity of 700 kg (1,543 pounds)
and a flight radius of 520 km
(323 miles).

Next year, AVIC plans to test
its biggest cargo drone, the
TP2000, which can carry up to 2
tons of cargo adistance of 2,000
km (1,243 miles).Ina report this
year, the government identified
the low-altitude economy as a
new growth engine for the first
time, with vertical mobility seen
as a “new productive force” in
areas such as passenger trans-
port and cargo deliveries.

In April, aviation authorities
issued a production certificate
to UAV maker EHang Holdings,

based in the southern city of
Guangzhou, for its passenger-
carrying drone, China’s first such
document for an autonomous
passenger drone.

A month later, cargo drone
firm Phoenix Wings, part of de-
livery giant SF Express, started
delivering fresh fruit from the is-
land province of Hainan to
southern Guangdong, using
Fengzhou-90 drones developed
by SF, a unit of S.F. Holding. By
2023, China had more than
2,000 enterprises engaged in
the design or manufacture of
UAVs, led by privately held DJI,
the world’s largest drone maker.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

ONGC, OIL
to price gas
from new
wells at 20%
premium

ARUNIMABHARADWAJ
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

THE MINISTRY of Petroleum and
Natural Gas on Monday allowed
allocation of gas produced from
new wells or well interventions
from nominated fields of state-
owned upstream companies
ONGC and Oil India at a 20 per
cent premium over the adminis-
tered price mechanism (APM
price) or the domestic natural gas
price. The move is expected to
make new gas development proj-
ects of the firms viable and help
increase domestic production.

Following the notification, the
gas produced from new wells in
the nomination fields of ONGC
and Oil India will attract premium
of a total 12 per cent of Indian
crude basket price, as under the
current policy, gas pricing is
linked to crude price. Currently,
the APM gas price is fixed at 10
per cent of the Indian crude bas-
ket price, and revised by
Petroleum Planning and Analysis
(PPAC) on a monthly basis.

“The enhanced price for new
gas will make the new gas de-
velopment projects viable and
help ONGC to augment the pro-
duction of natural gas from
nominated fields in challenging
areas that require higher
amounts of capital and technol-
ogy,” ONGC said. FE
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Factory output slows to 4.2%
in June as manufacturing
drops to seven-month low

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

INDIA'SFACTORY output, as meas-
ured by the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), eased to 4.2 per
centinJune, the lowestlevel since
January 2024, mainly due to a
slower growth in manufacturing
output. Manufacturing, which ac-
counts for 77.6 per cent of the
weight of the IIP, slowed to a
seven-month low of 2.6 per cent
compared with 5 per centin May
and 3.5 per cent in June 2023.
The overall industrial output
had recorded a growth of 4 per
centinJune 2023 and 6.2 per cent
in May this year. Cumulatively so
far in the financial year 2024-25,
industrial growth has been
recorded at 5.2 per cent during
April-June as against 4.7 per cent
in the previous financial year.
Mining output growth rose to
10.3 per cent in June from 6.6 per
centinMay and 7.6 per centin the
year-ago period due to higher coal
demand. As per the latest data,
electricity output slowed to 8.6 per
cent in June from 13.7 per cent in
May but was higher than 4.2 per
cent growthin the corresponding
period in the previous year.
“Within  manufacturing,
growth was driven by electronics
(afteralong hiatus), electrical ma-
chinery, metals and the auto sec-
tor. There was some recovery in
consumer demand for sure
though aided by the base effect.

AS OF AUGUST 11 INCURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR

Festive
season
@ pickup likely

CUMULATIVELY, SO far in
the financial year 2024-25,
industrial growth hasbeen
recorded at 5.2 per cent
during April-June as against
4.7 per centin the previous
financial year. This is likely
to pick up from the end of
Q2 and Q3, as the festival
season brings in higher de-
mand. The overall indus-
trial output had recorded a
growth of4 per centinJune
2023 and 6.2 per cent in
May this year.

EXPLAINED

Infra work, though muted due to
the elections, did have a positive
impact on metals and machin-
ery...industry does appear to be
on the right path and further
pickup can be expected from the
end of Q2 and Q3, as the festival
season brings in higher demand,”
Madan Sabnavis, chief economist,
Bank of Baroda said.
AsperthellPdata, 14 outof the
23 sectors in manufacturing reg-
istered growth inJune, with man-
ufacture of electrical equipment
(28.4 per cent), furniture (16 per
cent), and computer, electronic
and optical products (10.7 per
cent) were among the highest
growing sectors. Other manufac-
turing (-12.6 per cent), tobacco

products (-10.9 per cent),leather
and related products (-3.9 per
cent)wereamongst the significant
non-performers.

On the basis of use-base clas-
sification, the capital goods seg-
ment,akey indicator of the invest-
ment sentiment, showed slower
growthof 2.4 per centin June from
the 2.9 per cent growth rate seen
both in the previous month and
the year-ago period. Consumer
durables output — an indicator of
consumptiondemand -- grew 8.6
per cent mainly coming on the
back of the base of (-) 6.8 per cent
in June 2023. Consumer non-
durable goods output, which re-
flects fast-moving consumer
goods, was in negative territory at
(-) 14 percentinjJuneoverjust0.5
per cent growth last year.

“Moderating growth in the
manufacturing and electricity
sectors offset the acceleration in
mining growth weighing on the
overall industrial performance.
The performance in consumption
related segments remained
mixed with output of consumer
durables rising by 8.6 per cent
while non-durables output con-
tracted by 1.4 per cent. Broad-
based consumption improve-
ment and the revival of private
investment remain crucial forin-
dustrial activity. From the con-
sumption perspective, the trajec-
tory of food inflation and progress
of monsoon remain the key mon-
itorable,” Rajani Sinha, chief econ-
omist, CareEdge Ratings said.

Net direct tax mop-up rises 22.5%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12

THE CENTRE'’S direct tax collec-
tions, net of refunds, as of
August 11 in the current finan-
cial year stood at Rs 6.93 tril-
lion, which is 22.5 per cent
higher than the corresponding
period of last year, an official re-
lease said.

Refunds during April 1-
August 11 stood at Rs 1.2 tril-
lion, which is 33.5 per cent
higher than last year.

The direct tax data mop-up
till August 11 accounted for 31
per cent of the total target for the
current fiscal. Whereas, last year,
collections in the same period
accounted for 29 per cent of the
target. This indicates robust tax
collections, and shows that the
mop-up may surpass the full-
year’s target, say experts.

REFUNDS DURING APR
1-AUGTTAT 1.2 TRN

M Refunds during April
1 — August 11 stood at
Rs 1.2 trillion, which is
33.5 per cent higher
than lastyear.

B The direct tax data
mop-up till August 11
accounted for 31 per
cent of the total target
for the current fiscal

M Last year, collections
in the same period
accounted for 29 per
cent of the target

The Budget 2024-25 ex-
pects gross direct tax collec-
tions (net of refunds but before
devolution to states) to grow at

13.3 per cent on year.

Access to large amounts of
data with the authorities cou-
pled with interplay of exchange
of information with various
regulators and other bodies is
one of the key factors, which
has led to higher compliance,
and thereby collections say ex-
perts.

“Ease of compliances in-
cluding payment of taxes at a
click of a button, processing of
refund payments quickly by the
tax department post income-
tax return filing tax-payers
have helped direct tax collec-
tions surge in this growing
economy,” noted Dipesh Jain,
partner at Economic Laws
Practice (ELP).

Gross direct tax mop-up be-
tween April 1 — August 11 stood
atRs 8.13 trillion, up 24 per cent
from the year ago period, said
the official release. FE

Buch redeemed funds through

husband’s name two weeks after
getting Sebi top post: Hindenburg

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST 12

US-BASED short seller
HindenburgResearch on Monday
hitbackat Securitiesand Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch alleging that
she ensured the accounts with ties
to Adani ‘beregistered solely inthe
name of Dhaval Buch’, her hus-
band, two weeks after her ap-
pointment as Sebi Chairperson
and “redeemed the funds through
her husband’s name”.

“Despite disclaiming control,
a private email she sentayearinto
her Sebi term shows she re-
deemed stakes in the funds
through her husband’s name, as
per the whistleblower docu-
ments,” it alleged. On Saturday,
quoting “whistleblower docu-
ments”, Hindenburg had alleged
that “Sebi’s Chairperson had stake
in obscure offshore entities used
in Adani money siphoning scan-
dal.” Sebi had come out in Buch’s
defence on Sunday, saying thatthe
regulator has adequate internal
mechanisms toaddressissues re-
lated to conflict of interest, which
include disclosure framework and
provision for recusal. Relevant dis-
closures required in terms of hold-
ings of securities and their trans-
fers have been made by the
Chairperson from time to time,
Sebi said. “Chairperson has alsore-
cused herselfin matters involving
potential conflicts of interest,” the
regulator said, backing its

| o= .

Madhabi Puri Buch,
Sebi Chairperson.

File

Chairperson and advising in-
vestors to remain calm and exer-
cise due diligence.

In another statement issued
on Sunday, Madhabi Puri Buch
and Dhaval Buch said the invest-
mentin the fundreferred toin the
Hindenburg report was made in
2015 when they were both private
citizensliving in Singapore and al-
most two years before Madhabi
joined Sebi, evenasa Whole Time
Member. At no point in time did
the fund invest in any bond, eq-
uity, or derivative of any Adani
group company, they said in the
statement. Reacting to the clarifi-
cationissued by Buch toits earlier
allegations, Hindenburg said on
Monday, “Buch’s response now
publicly confirms her investment
inanobscure Bermuda/Mauritius
fund structure, alongside money
allegedly siphoned by Vinod
Adani. She also confirmed the
fund was run by a childhood
friend of her husband, who at the

time was an Adani director.”

Further, Hindenburg alleged
that Buchremaineda 100 per cent
shareholder of Agora Partners
Singapore until March 16th, 2022,
per Singaporean records, owning
it during her entire time as a Sebi
Whole Time Member. She only
transferred her shares into her
husband’s name two weeks after
her appointment as Sebi
Chairperson, the US firm alleged.

Buch became Sebi Whole
Time Member in 2017 and
Chairperson in 2022.

TheUS shortseller said “Buch’s
statement also claims that the two
consulting companies she set up,
including the Indian entity and the
opaque Singaporean entity “be-
came immediately dormant on
her appointment with Sebi” in
2017, with her husband taking
over starting in 2019.”

“As per its latest shareholding
list as of March 31st, 2024, Agora
Advisory Limited (India), is still 99%
owned by Madhabi Buch, not her
husband. This entity is currently
active and generating consulting
revenue,” it said. “Furthermore,
Buch remained a 100% share-
holder of Agora Partners Singapore
until March 16th, 2022, per
Singaporean records, owning it
during her entire time as a Sebi
Whole Time Member. She only
transferred her shares into her
husband’s name 2 weeks after her
appointment as Sebi Chairperson,”
Hindenburg said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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PUNJAR STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
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E-TENDER NOTICE
DIRECTOR CIVIL AVIATION

L NORTHERN RAILWAY

A PLMJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LT
o Invitation of Tender through E-procurement Systeam
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Arent Ay o bray Wapal 4 FThiw
Principal Chief Materials Manager, Maorthern Railaay, New Delhi-110001 . for and on
behalf of the president of India invites e-lendars throwgh e-procuramant systam far

supply of the following bems

GUJSAIL Complex, Nr. Torrent Sub-station,
SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad-380004, Ph.-079-2288 2000

Tender is invited from the well-reputed and experience agencies for
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4. | Bulandshahar road ndustrial area | G061 | Pae noome | wamam HIZIIEBE‘E- at 5I1.-.-=I1:_| Magar Huuz-e:rlq Ef-l'.e me .-."-'-..-r- g:rpur. '::ll'-l:p-trL.-l:.tIDi‘l ?1 EW5-23, e BTG i P Gk Ak ¥ .
mein Road no. 20 per Drain & {107 T3 T 5% o MIG-ADT 8 MIG-B-01 at Badi Sadri Housing Scheme, Badi 5adri Chittorgarh 8 2500124 ME’II’D Ha Ilw-‘:'ly, Kolkata
Construction work of RCC road ka Repair of House No. 1/154 at Pratapgarh far Compliance of Court Case (Offline A RS L R R E-Tender Notice No.: 07/24-25 dt.: 12.08.2024 for procurement of
nirmaan karya perelt U2 HI0-2034) ot utiertiruttern (3] oF (ErarurcmEnt R e PROCLAMATION REQUIRING st-::rfes E-Tenders for following items have already hepén L:Jli'h}af.'i&d in
SR T Tt P 13.08.2024 1 11.00 W91 9 R 20.08.2024 T AW 0500 T Iniprasies i Tom anlieled M DRONS0e8 aipte XD YRS www.ireps.gov.in with all de?.a-lﬁ Manual bid will not be H.CCE[J[E:J
I el el HIEG] T 3% dd o Ll | L0 | A Tn A DS T - " r et . i i o 4 ’ |} - "
TS A s & 1 Pl g st ) e i R 20024 B F'm'i”lm ar Thet Il thy, J= vikiter) o H.E el THE APPEARANCE OF PERSONS ACCUSED Comgendum/Amendment, if any, would be uploaded only in the
TP 0800 T W ek T ST SN e T e https:/feproc.rajasthan.gov.in and hittps:/furban.rajasthan.gov.infrhb ; aforesaid website,
At o o, Rl S st FAfraead & i = it 2 sien 3 | ST ST W E Websites, (See Section 82 Cr. PC) Tender No. | Brief Description Quantity Closing
AT 2, T e e o T hitpasionlineupside: com s UBN Mo.:- RHB2425WS0B00136 To RHE2425WS50EB00143 : : :
Fet wirad 281 wabsite: hitps-/etender up.nic.in T J5t =1 wEdl # Riaj. Samwad/C/24/3657 Dy. Housing Commissioner Circle, Udaipur Whereas complaint has DEE’_” made bEfD':E me that two : D;’H“’Dg' z-gg:tf
T T (firfier) , e v accused persons namely (1) Nisha D/o Sh. Kishor (2) Roopa 01245043 | Spare Parts for Gear Assy. | 1 Set .00 T
= : Wio Sh. Sanjay R/o Jakheera Pul Ke Neeche, Delhi has |  |iFesaesi | Bressue Governor for T95ats | 20082024
Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) !’"% | @icl committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in AC Rakes 11.00 Hrs.
(Set up under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India) T (s =R det) case FIR No. 562/2016 U/fs 379/411/34 IPC at PS5 012218%4F | GF Relay M21 78 Mos %?-gg-ﬁuzq
B-500, Tower - B, 5" Floor, World Trade Center, Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi - 110029 " " = : Janakpuri. Delhi and it has been returmed to 3 warrant of 1. rs.
Telephone: 011-49431800/49431811/49431854/49431829/49431894/49431874 AT OIS et ) ) S ﬁ, celinah keriad 5t the seid aadisad (1) Nisha (2) 01245013A | Spare parts for MR-400 1 Set 29.08.2024
Website: www.janaushadhi.gov.in its Subs:diaries for procurement of L Iersupo ?5 p Sald a l seras Rake 11.00 Hrs.
Goods, Works and Services are Roopa can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my 01235171A | Spare pars for Pneumatic | 1 Set 11.08.2024
e-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF DRUGS ON RATE CONTRACT BASIS available on website of Coal eatiefaction that the said accusad .:1] Nisha {2} Runpa has door itams 11.00 Hrs.

FOR TWO YEARS

e-Tender for supply of 67 nos. of DRUGS for “Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP)” are invited by PMBI. Last date and time for submission of online bids
against e-Tender no. PMBI/DRUG/RC-219/2024 dated 06/08/2024 for supply of drugs is
30/08/2024 up to 17:00 hours.

Iindia Lid www.coalindia.in /
respective Subsidiary Company,
CIL e-procurement portal
https://coalindiatenders.nic.in
and Central Procurement Poral
hitttps:/leprocure.gov.in. In

absconded (or is concealing themself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused (1) Nisha (2) Roopa of FIR No. 562/2016 U/s
379/411/34 IPC of PS: Janakpuri, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or

PCMM, Metro Railway, Kolkata
Follow us at: B8 / metrorailwaykol €3 /metrorailkolkata

SPECIAL TRAIN - 2024

For detailed eligibility E:riteria, terms & conditions. of the tende?r, plelase visit the websites addition, procuremant is also done before 20.09.2024. By order In order to clear exira rush of passengers, Northern
https://eprocure.gov.inleprocure/app & https:/jjanaushadhi.gov.in. Sdi- through GeM portal Harjot Singh Aujla Railway has decided to run the following Special
CEO, PMBI hitps:figam.gav.in". Judicial Magistrate, First Class-11 Train as per details give below:-
South-West District, Court No.05
RAL HEg, DP/10805/WD/2024 Dwarka Courts New Delhi 04016/04015 New Delhi - Banaras - New Delhi 02
L ; s
& ¢ NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION Special Train Trips
0 ’ 4
E Government of Jharkhand Train No. 04016 Train No. 04015
A : STATIONS
Bt Government of Meghalaya Department of School Education and Literacy ARR. | DEP. _ ARR. | DEP.
DHS/MCH&FW/NHM/ERS/29/2021-22 (CXL) 12.08.2024 (Jharkhand Education Project Council, Ranchi) = | A0 oy D o] -
JSCA Stadium Road, Sector- lll, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004 2342 | 2344 (shaziabad 2143 | 21:45
REQUEST FOR ?ROPOSAL (RFP) Phone: 0651-2444501, E-Mail: jepcranchii@gmail.com 01:45| 01:47 Tundla 19:18 | 19:20
Ref :- No.Health.223/2008/Pt/417. Dated Shillong, the 29th July, 2024. T T 0447 | 04.52 Kanpur Central 16:35 | 16:40
Government of Meghalaya through National Health Mission (NHM) invites proposal from eligible entities for : : : : : = 07:37 | 07:47 P i 14:10 | 14:15
“Management and Operation of ERS-108 Ambulance Service & Mortutary Vans through Integrated Centralized s JE.PC invites Separate TEEI'IFII:EII & EIHEHEIE| E.IdE through e prDGUfErﬂ'I_E ntmethod from A
Call Centre” in the State of Meghalaya. eligible and interested contractors registered in appropriate class for Construction of 09 Nos. of 09:03 | 09:05 Gyanpur Road 12:46 | 12:48
Technical & Financial Evaluation of the Proposal/ RFP Document would be evaluated by the notified Tender Committee U pgraded t2 ngf‘:l g‘:hnﬂ! located in Giridih District of Nﬂ.ﬂh Ehﬂtanagpur Division of ".Iha rkhand. 10025 | T Banaras e 12:00
vide Notification No.Health.223/Pt/385. Dated Shillong, the 22nd May, 2024. 'Efgﬁggﬁgggf”d eligible bidders are requested to submit their proposal latest by 2:00 PM on Days of run : 04016 from New Delhi on 14.08.2024 (Wednesday)
Sale of RFP: 13th, August 2024. B ' ; : ; and 04015 from Banaras on 15.08.2024 (Thursday)
Pre Bid Meeting: 24th September, 2024 (timings to be updated in the website). The details of tender gocuments can be sean-and apphed througn website bifps:/ Accommodation ® 3 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC Economy, Sleeper & General
’ /jharkhandtendenders.gov.in only, Tender notification & Tender document can also be seen (read H T iR '

Last Date & Technical Bid Opening: 4th October, 2024.

For detailed information, please call RailMadad Helpline
The detailed RFP document can be downloaded from our website: http:/nhmmeghalaya.nic.in.

No. 139 or visit enquiry website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

only purpose) from departmental websita https:/fjepc.jharkhand.gov.in.
Ref. No.: JEPCICIV/03/803/2023/2841 Ranchi, Date : 08.08.2024

Sd/-
{Aditva Ranjan)
State Project Director

Any changes or further notification in respect to the above documents shall be made available only at the above

i i ; i ; o ; ; RailMadad Visit RailMadad website:-
mentioned website. Hence, respective bidders are advised to visit the website regularly for the aforementioned purpossgj-. PR 332480 Jharkhand Education Project Council (24-25) D Jharkhand Education Project Council < Helil:rline :Iin- g TS p—
Ramkumar S, IAS ) o L = Download RailMadad app.
Mission Director ;"'ﬁ-'j JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED ;_E | @
National Health Mission ) . . : . adiin -
MIPR NO : 683 Meghalaya. iy (CIN. U40108JH2013SGC001702) e Fh::l:iljﬁ I ?y*__"—d
Registered office :-ENGINEERING BUILDING, HEC, DHURWA, RANCHI4 Bom | Sa0e

e-AUCTION
NOTICE

FAX No. 0651 — 2400799, email — cere_jseb@yahoo.co.in
(Department of Rural Electrification)

Emergent Short E-Tender Notice

TN WO W

ARM BRANCH, VIPIN KHAND,GOMTI NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226010
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable,/Movable Properties under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9 (1) of the
Security Interest {Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

(Through e-procurement mode only www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

Online emergent short e-tender is invited by General Manager (RP), JBVNL for Electrification of un-electrified/partial
electrified Habitation/Tolas/Households of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) and Contiguous to PVTG

g fmior fqwmT, ot wee, ¥
=

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below of Jharkhand State on fully turnkey basis under RDSS for following Electric Supply Area of JBVNL as detailed below:- ST R
described Immovable/ Movable properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of SL.| Name of Package NIT No Estimated Cost (In BI%ESI&CI‘)‘?W C‘)rf)tc‘égs?r?%eg‘gﬁldf{g; AT ﬁ‘{l?:'r_ar_[f?grr’i’m_ BrfraT)
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank, will be sold through e-auction on “As is where is", No. (District) : Rs.) (In Rs.) P inelu dging GST (218 1:_;1%'_; F1 PR No.-330142Road(24-25) (D)
&l H . m i = £ " £ 2 4 | : ! L | ! L i - i e
Asiswhatis”, and "Whateverthere iswithout recourse” basis as perfollowing details. 1 Dumka 67/PR/JBVNL/2024-25 | Rs. 34,64,68,728.00 | Rs. 69,29,375.00 Rs. 29,500 | e m£q| So-tnfofio / FHil-o4 / 300425 f-?";-Ti'f.l.-_-- 19 iR S
LAST DATE OF RECEIPTOFEMD : 30.08.2024 UPTO 5:00 P.M | 2 Medininagar 68/PR/JBVNL/2024-25 | Rs. 26,53,75,495.00 | Rs. 53,07,510.00 Rs. 29,500 : ey g e = “’.,_i e e I_-,.._I',_-_ g S
3 R . ey 3 Ranchi 69/PR/JBVNL/2024-25 | Rs. 13,74,13,192.00 | Rs. 27,48,264.00 Rs. 29,500 | - & s i o et o e O
DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 31.08.2024, 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 4 Jamshedpur | 70/PRJBVNL/2024-25 | Rs. 8,34,93,787.00 | Rs. 16,69,876.00 Rs. 29,500 : s bl S
5 Hazaribagh 71/PR/IBVNL/2024-25 | Rs.4,22,03,518.00 | Rs. 8,44,070.00 Rs. 29,500 | = = |
. RESERVE PRICE ' T YR T - T I 7 0 TR
sL] ﬂgﬁfﬁﬂﬂzﬁs :Eﬁﬂmﬁtﬂ:’ - EEE“;T}'"T:; '::EWE“ES D EEFFDSH u;é:{f‘,ﬁ - 6 Giridih 72/PR/JBVNL/2024-25 | Rs. 3,04,14,534.00 | Rs. 6,08,291.00 Rs. 29,500 || | [T A i O
(8] (5) / 7 Dhanbad | 73/PRJBVNL/2024-25 | Rs.7,38,075.00 | Rs. 14,762.00 Rs. 29,500 | | R i T e el A R R e
1|1.M/s Globe Link Handicraft Industries House No.265 Tambaku walan, Near|¥ 47,12,000/-| ¥ 52,66,168.00 ' Date of publish of tender notice & RFB g ik 12.08.2024 : | | ' it oxie el S
(Borrower) H No.265 Tambaku Walan| Mumtaj Traders, Moradabad, T4,71,200/- |  plus Interest Last date of online submission of tender | Upto 16:00 Hours (IST) of 19.08.2024 | TRE - ot T T
Mear Mumtaj Traders Moradabad-|Area 127.89 Sqmt w.e.f. 01.03.2016 Deadline for Submission of Bid in Hard Copy | Upto 16:00 Hours (IST) of 19.08.2024 | : am_“ T e “:*_P a':;‘_h_j e
2440Mm Bounded as : East: Abchak & then House + other expenses Date of opening of technical & commercial Part | After 16:00 Hours (IST) of 20.08.2024 | PR T g o T _ﬂ T f':ﬁ"-.T-!
2. Smt Sameena Parveen (Proprietor & of Mohd Safi, West: House of Abid Hussain as per demand Date of opening of price part will be notified after technical bid Evaluation. The tender documents will be T e e e T e p——_ )
Mortgagor) W/ o Mahd Suhail H No, 265 | & Iftekar Begum, North: Rasta 1.84 mtrs notice minus available at website www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in. Tender Fee and EMD will be received through online mode only. {700 T TER T
Bidders can use internet banking facility for faster processing of tender fee and EMD. Alternatively, Bidders can use B | il wme ® i e | a0 08 2024

Tambaku Walan MNear Mumtal] Traders
Moradabad-244001

wide & H/o Zahirul Hasan, South: House
of Abid Hussain & H/ o Sabra Begum.

amount paid/
recovered, if any

NEFT/RTGS challan generated for the tender from jharkhandtenders.gov.in portal and upload payment evidence / details

along with bid documents.

TEn §ul W |

W, | AT BT w W AT A | e AT T e L e

2(1. M/s Gupta Sarees (Borrower)|Prop 1: House no. 97 & New no. 131,[¥23,62,000/-| ¥ 61,26,952.53 Refund will only be issued to the originated bank account used for the payment of Tender Fee and EMD. So, R N .. i oL
Through its Proprietor Shri Sanjeev|Outside Datia Gate, Tehsil & District| ¥2,36,200/- plus Interest Bidders are advised NOT to close Bank Account used for online payment/(NEFT/RTGS) of tender fee and EMD. o '-.:'=J---....:-;:|.:_-;:-.... Ui We | 0251-23EE
Kumar Gupta 132, outside Datia Gate, | Jhansi, Area 80.99 Sqmt {Prop 1) wel 01.12.2017 No Hard.cppy/physical copy is. requ_ired to be submitted for tender opening /Evaluation. However, 11, | S-TVEE FEE W ESOUTES FEAT | 0ES{—24H0H0
NearHanumanMandir Jhansi-284002 | Boundaries:- East: Road, West: House of + other expenses Departmentmay ask original documents for verification before award of contract. o Rl A U e # ot se—ag wwnt 8 o Tender Online
2. ShriSanjeey Kumar Gupta [ Proprietor | Ghanshyam Kushwaha, North: Hanuman as per demand wied wd wEfea 4 St 9aTd | pum 3o Risadt Uplegd # %20 @ e & w B ff sem & 959w
& Mortgagor) S/ 0 Shri Babu Lal Gupta| Temple, South: House of Babu Lal Gupta. notice minus DI 18003456570 (el A<X) W &of PRI | Sd/- .l_':_-[[p_:_.-f'f_ fi i_'k!l_;fﬂf_r_:_i_d_rr._-.'.m_mg'r«e .-‘.-c'ﬂl 5 «Hf-.-lj & .
132, outside Datia Gate, Near Hanuman | Prop 2: House No.96, Outside Datia Gate. | ¥ 18,55,000/-| amount paid/ PR 332584 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd(24-25).D General Manager (RP) s 0 F—ﬁ*l-‘ﬂll_“di-'rii_ HEvE T § el wded @& o gde (UCAN)
Mandir Jhansi-284002 Tehsil & District Jhansi, ¥ 1,85,500,- | recovered, ifany | ' YRR S e _ _
3.5mt. Ninnu Devi (Guarantor) W/ o Shri | Area 83.64 Sgmt (Prop 2) FHEEUS H&hlie o T ud wel @ Tey dewiee hopeijharkhendtenders.govin 7 54 |
Paras Ram H.No.97 Outside Datia Gate| Boundaries:- East: Road, West: House of an@oT B fEerer, sriares stfean &1 sricoa PR 332505 Road Construction Dept Road FTTAE
Ihansl-284002 Suraj Kushwaha, North: House of Sanjeev J Division Ranchi{24-25)0 v fAtor T e e A

4, Smt. Kusum Gupta [(Guarantor) W/ o
Shri Sanjeey Kumar Gupta 132, outside
Datia Gate, Mear Hanuman Mandir
Jhansi- 284002

Gupta, South: House of Shri Sita Ram.

1. 5hri Subhash Gaur (Borrower &

Residential House No. 349 Mohalla

7 12,80,000, -

¥ 10,88,032.37

. : "] SEET B AR E |
Mortgagor) S/0 Shri Ram Kumar Gaur| MirchiyaTola, Punjab Pura, Bamilly, ¥1,28,000/- plus Interest s s " " ki KL L e D ALLE ey s ST - :
H.No. 335,318, Punjabpura, Mirchiya|Ama:T5.25Sqmt, ’ wef 19.06.2022] |[mo| sms=ikmem T @AM T R (S0 ) T wE ARG R S Dk 258/
- : = o ST - - Selection Of Bidder For Supply Of Free Flow Refined lodized Edible Salt
Toia, Bareilly-243003 Bounded as: East: House Baijnath + other expenses L e PR | I . 3% 9 sl -ﬂ ®). ol (As Per FSSAI Norms) For 3rd Quarter (October 2024 To December 2024)
2, Smt Devrishi Gaur (Guarantor) W/0| Sharma, West: Rasta or Chabutara 24 Rt as per demand RWD/ T O AEl e # meie | 2,09,30,600.00) 31 e N AR | 12 WE :r” F'L '_;'_‘l Vear 3024-35 ;a e Tender Through E-Bid ;‘“ " L_,'d I
Shri Subhash Gaur H.no.318,|wide, North: Vakia Arazi Vikreta Neeru notice minus 1. | IAMSHEDPUR/ @ G oa v frE s | e EwR B W ko B el ramn Al adilot it et
Punjabpura, Mirchiya Tola Bareilly-|Singhal Or Makan Kishan Lal, South: amount paid/ 16/2024-25 {#-2.100 T#orlo) alk ool .
243003 House Krishna Gopal Khanna. recovered, if any RWD/ HHTE] UETE H{YE] 99| qUAEl | 2,27,46,600.00) 87 @WiE Walgd 12 HIE Bid Details
- . : T £ | P ol MRS ] T T 9 TS Bl Gl Bed N, GEM2024B5207466.  Dated: 08-08-2024
4|1. M/s Balaji Associates {Borrower) H. | Residential House partof H.No. 335/318, | 2 28,32,000,- | ¥26,32,825.01 | || 2- | JAMSHEDPUR/ | THIE. e Il ST 74 & 9 I TS, it Alublig L Dl B
No. 318/349, Punjabpura, Mirchiya|MahallaPunjabpura, MirchiyaTola, Bareilly, | ¥ 2,93,200,/- plus Interest 1?,.":'.(]1:!'_-1_-25 |f‘-]'|.'|"|':l'|_ & | l:"'l. Fliﬁ']'ﬂ‘-l:l-ql'.l'l - e Hl F0 HTA s, 43.26 Lukh as (i J__||1-|11||r'|l..}- i
i 2,:'.31]{]3 . Pt : ; wef 01.06.2022 RWD/ FEGETE diE A wEE, Tiogy 1,86,84,600.00) Tw S TesrTe 12 9% IhF 1-::|.':!1.-::-t Demand Druft from State HE!Lk
a Baredey- = . . s'qmt 'l'lﬂﬂl'll! III; i 3. | IAMSHEDPUR/ | % Tur |—,‘-,—,|;|"-|;|T ﬁl’dl {4 800 ﬁ'_“"_'qu':I,I T .,:4._”#' T of India |_.-"l.|,.'-'-|~.l.|f:-' Bankl mn the name of
2. Shri Subhash Gaur (Proprietor/|Bounded as: East: House of Uma Shanker rﬁ e E|:I 18/2024-25 W Fo HE Famest Money Deposit Dricdtor, Bitculorate of Fond and Consync:
Mortgagor) S0 Shri Ram Kumar Gaur| Agarwal and Rasta, West: House of gkl RWD/ | SerToE aTeE A § e To9 | 1,35,29,100.000 Uw o9 G4E | 8 W (EMDYBid Security Affaies, Jharkhand Ranchi  in the office of
H. No. 335/318, Punjabpura, Mirchiya|Yasmeen Khan, Morth: House of Dev Dutt amount paid, 4. | JAMSHEGPUR/ thred 6 99 e & | 2 £ BTt i n'_"“":“?r"": i }f'c.'d"f'f.‘“ A Aty
Tola Bareilly-243003 Gangwar, South: House of Mahesh SredrEs TEaty 19/2024-25 (Fi~1.550 0¥} u w w0 A T L
3. Shri Vinod Kumar Sharma|ChandraGupta, RWD,/ ArAIaE o 9 fanm 94 @ | 1,43,01,900.00) Uw w0 oadE | 9 A b S e
(Guarantor) 5/ Shri Govind Ram H. 5. | JAMSHEDPUR/ | wmm (waw) fmem & o0 a@ o ANE U AW A Document Sale Date & Timing — -
No. 16/1, PWD Colony, Rajendra Nagar), (| || 20/2024-25 P (F-1e00 Prodi) | HwoAE | s Last Dite & fime fof =

Bareilly-243002

A/c details for deposit of EMD Account No. 209272434 IFSC Code : CNRB0005248

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's

website (www.canarabank.com) or may contact

Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Ph. No. 0522-

2307898/8173007833/7905869981,/9451914461 /6387225284, Email ID; ch5248@canarabank.com
or the service provider M/S Antares Systems Ltd, Ramu G.K. & Kushal Bose, Contact No. 9945266022 &
9674758719, Email IDs: ramu. ghi@antaressystems.com & kushal.b@antaressystems.com

Date : 07.08.2024

Place : Lucknow

Authorized Officer, Canara Bani

anefton wf e, wrl yrvse, Sraeiage
¥-31fa srcussTicser Rifean smevsor gaen

F—fe we e MfdsT e-- 08/2024-25/RWD/EE/JSR

_ f&re - 12.08.2024
eriuTa aifivde, arfo sl R, wel eeee, e B R faee & s e-procurement U

AqHIEE H (A1 UHTIE F1 008 — 14.08.2024 |

g—FfdgT mit =it sifers fofer o3 |9 — 21.08.2024 3ORTE .00 To1 T |

forferer wvem & ol vd 990 — 22.08.2024 39T 5.00 T4 |

2
3
4. 1ATaaT e vl wueE 4 9l
5
i

frferen s @t arel TRt &1 918 ud U et s, arim e e, w0 e, SHEE,

- FAEE, A-UTHaE, WREYY, FRErE, (T9-831002 |
7. 5Tl T &7 g7 Ho— 06572296902 | _
8. firegm e & fon daarge jharkhandtenders.govin § 229 &1 W\ 2

PR 332587 REO{24-25}#D

arE ET e, T gEvEs, aHeE

iharkhandienders.gov.in & #rens ¥ S5 71 9§ wER @ @ |

wrH T s

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Government of Jharkhand

Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs
3rd Floor, JSFC Bhawan, Kadru, Ranchi -834(1)2
Reverse e-Auction Procurement Notice through GeM Portal

From 09-05-2024 to 29-05-2024

downloading REP from website

hii

s jharkhand. sovin/ food
& LicM portal

| Online Bid Submission Period

Pre-Bid Meeting

| From 09-08-2024 10 29-08-2024

20-08-20024 a1 3200 through google mect
] {hitps:/meet poogle com'fki-ckkd-uhs) |
Date of Auction | Will be published after technicul evaluation
MNameand concerned person for | Mr. Dnlip Tukey Mobile no.- 9470520458 |
__________ -u_::|||',_|1]- |,|i|~\..'|.‘:_r|_|;ﬁ_l-:ﬂ.‘”5'5-'_1.-_E_1al:|i'|_-::-;:-|'|1
PR 332495 Directorate of Food and Sd/- Director
Consumer Affairs (24-25) D (Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs)




CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 13,2024

Classifieds

I, Anil Kumar Arora S/0O
Rajkumar Arora, R/0 A6/236,
Top Floor, Indraprastha School,
Paschim Vihar, West Delhi-
110063, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Anil Arora. 0070917916-1

I, Abhshekh kumar Tiwari S/O
Awadhesh Kumar Tiwari,R/o H
No 26, 1st Floor, Back Side,
Block- q, Jai Properties, Mohan
Garden, West Delhi-110059,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Abhishek Kumar Tiwari.

0070917941-1

I hitherto known as, Akhtar
khan, W/o Karim Ullah khan,
R/o F-513 4th floor, 25 foota
road, jaitpur Extn Part I,
Badarpur, Delhi-110044 do
hereby declare that “Akhtar
Khan” and “Akhtar Begum” are
the names of the same and one
personi.e.forall future
purposes. That my DATE of
birth was Change by mistake
from 27/01/1957 t0 06/01/1957
in my husband pension book.

0040743340-1

I Trilok sethi S/O Mohan lal Sethi
R/0 O-58First floor Shri Niwas
Puri New Delhi 110065 have
changed my name to Trilok
Chand sethi 0070917911-1

I Sunil Khapra S/o Sahib Singh
R/0 H/n.227,Nathupur (56),
Nathupur, Sonipat, Haryana -
131029, have changed my name
to Sunil Kumar 0070917994-1

I Savita Agarwal W/O Naresh
Kumar Aggarwal R/O
E/376B,Near Ram Mandir,New
Ashok Nagar Delhi Have
Change My Name To Savita
Aggarwal For All Future
Purpose. 0070917973-1

AZKA USMANI Previously called
Azka Khursheed and resident
of27/18,Cassia Road Shipra
Suncity Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad UP,201014 solemnly
declare that be called known
and distinguished not by my
former name/surname but
assumed of AZKA USMANI for
all purposes. 0040743331-1

I,LSHAILENDRA PRATAP
SINGH,RESIDENT OF,VILLAGE-
DEWARA, KARCHHANA DIST.
ALLAHABAD UTTAR PRADESH-
212106,HAVE CHANGED MY
minor SON NAME,FROM
RAKSHIT PRATAP SINGHTO
RAKSHIT SINGH,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT, DATE-12.08.2024.

0040743416-9

| Lucky Aggarwal W/0, Vikas
Garg R/o Wz-71a Krishna Park
Ext. Tilak Nagar New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Lucky Garg. 0040743397-1

I, Neena Singh W/o
Narinder Singh R/o
9146, Tower Aspen,
Mahagun Mywoods,
Sec-16C, G.Noida have
changed my name to
Narinder Kaur.,

0070917956-1

I,MADHU D/O PARKASH LAL DUA
R/O F-116,FIRST-FLOOR,ASHOK
VIHAR PHASE-1,DELHI-
110052.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MADHU DUA.

0040743371-1

I,Komal Jain Jindal,W/o0 Keshav
Jindal,R/0B-2/161,Top
Floor,Paschim
Vihar,Delhi,have changed my
name to Komal Jain,for all
purposes. 0040743352-2

ILKUNAL S/O RAJ
KUMAR,ADDRESS-16/128-
E,TANKROAD BAPA
NAGAR,KAROL BAGH S.O
GALI.NO-2,NEW DELHI 110005,
CHANGED MY NAME TO KUNAL
GANGWAL. 0040743445-3

I,KM BABITA/BABITA SHARMA
W/0 BRAJENDRA KUMAR R/O-
279 SHAKTI KHAND-4
INDIRAPURAM GHAZIABAD UP-
201014 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BABITA.

0040743422-6

I,LKANCHAN GUPTA,W/O-LATE SH
ARSHI GUPTA,R/O-GPH-
3,ADITYA-MEGA CITY VAIBHAV-
KHAND INDIRAPURAM-
GHAZIABAD,UP-201014,HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR SON
NAME,FROMRITVIKGUPTATO
RITVICKGUPTA. 0040743422-4

LVIJAY BHATIA,S/O Dharam Pal
Bhatia,R/0 6/3,F/F,West Patel
Nagar,Delhi-110008,have
changed my name,from VIJAY
BHATIA to VIJAY KUMAR
BHATIA. 0040743422-1

l,Jodhpal Singh,R/0.B-31,Vishnu
Garden, Part-1,near-Sagar
Restaurant,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Ustat
Minhas to Ustat Kaur,for all
Purposes. 0040743338-1

I, Tilak Raj S/o Tulsi Dass,R/0-A-
17,Near Raghunath
Mandir,Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Tilak Raj Madaan for all
purposes. 0040743352-6

I,LRAJARAM S/O RAM GOPAL
NAWARIYA R/O S-276, BLOCK-
S,MANGOL PURI,DELHI-
110083.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJARAM
NAWARIYA. 0040743352-3

I,Tasim Ahamad,S/0 Bande
Hasan,R/0 H.No0.E-344, E-
Block,Gali.No-15,Shri Ram
Colony,Delhi-110094.have
changed my name to TAASIM
AHMAD.Permanently

0040743338-3

I,Davinder kaur/Davinder Kaur
Hora,W/0 Manijit Singh
Hora,R/0 B-22,Mansarover
Garden,New Delhi-110015,
Have Changed My To Devender
Kaur, Permanently.

0040743338-2

ISHIVI Yadav father of
No0.15194627X Rank-NK
Name:Dipu Kumar Yadave of
Unit 45 RPAS FLT/666 Army Avn
SQN(R&O)(Kargil)C/0:56 APO
presently residing at Vill-
Bhojpur PO-Bihiya, PS
Hunterganj, Dist-Chatra, State
Jharkhand Pin-825403 have
changed my name from Shivi
Yadave to Shivi Yadav & date of
birth 01 jan 1969 to 01 Jan 1958
for all future purposes

0040743325-1

I Rinka Goyal D/o Matu Ram
Goyal and W/o Rajesh Kumar
Gupta R/o H.No-E-45/2,
Mansarover Park, Shahdara,
North West,Delhi-110032, have
changed my name to Rinki
Gupta 0070917932-1

IPoonam W/o0 Sandeep Kumar
Singla R/o Flat No-A/901, Tower
- Harmony, Sikka Karmic Green,
Sector-78,Noida, Maharishi
Nagar, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh - 201304, have
changed my name to Poonam
Singla 0070917922-1

I,Sufia Khan,D/o Saniyasnain
Khan,R/0 G-36,First
Floor,Nizamuddin-West,New
Delhi-110013,have changed my
son’s name,from Syed Ibrahim
Alito Ibrahim Khan,for all
purposes. 0040743371-3

INeelam Chamar D/o Ram
Sevak R/o Maharana Pratap
Ward, Ravidas Mandir Ke Pass,
Garhakota, Pateriya,
Garhakota, Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh-470229, have changed
my name to Neelam Ahirwar

0070917975-1

INarinder Singh S/0 Jai Singh
Ahlawat R/o D-1591, Ansal
Sushant City, Sector-19,
Panipat, Haryana-132103, have
changed my name to Narinder
Singh Ahlawat 0070917981-1

INaresh Agarwal S/O Chander
Bhan R/O E/376B,Near Ram
Mandir,New Ashok Nagar
Delhi.Have Change My Name
To Naresh Kumar Aggarwal For
All Future Purposes.

0070917962-1

I Laxmi Datt S/o Narayan Datt
R/o Ishwar Vihar, Bisht Dhara,
BithoriaNo -1, Post - Haripur
Nayak, Haldwani, Nainital,
Uttarakhand - 263139, have
changed my name to Laxman
Datt Joshi 0070918016- 1

I Arbind Kumar Srivastava S/o
KanhaiyaLal Shrivastava R/o
B-35, Sector A Dudhichua,
Gopad Banas, Jasant Colliery,
Sidhi, Madhya Pradesh-486890,
have changed my nameto
Arvind Kumar Shrivastava

0070917978-1

| Aayushi D/O Pardeep Kumar
R/0-155/8 Sat-Nagar Near-
Vetenary Hospital Gohana
Sonipat Haryana-131301 Have
Changed My Name To Aayushi
Khanijao,Permanently.

0040743371-2

| Sandeep S/o0 Rajender Prasad
R/o Flat No-A/901, Tower
Harmony, Sikka Karmic Green,
Sector- 78, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201304, have changed my name
to Sandeep Kumar Singla

0070917918-1

I Jatin S/o Sandeep Kumar
Singla R/o Flat No-A/901, Tower
Harmony, Sikka Karmic Green,
Sector- 78, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201304, have changed my name
to Aaryan Singla 0070917925-1

Different Names appearingin
different places are as follows-
Ch. Balwant Singh,Ch. Balwant
Singh Yadav, Chaudhry
Balwant Singh, Chaudhry
Balwant Singh Yadav,Balwant
Chaudhry Singh,Balwant
Chaudhry Singh Yadav,
Balwant Singh Chaudhry,l, Ch.
Balwant singh,S/O-Late
Deepchand,R/0-6/7,Shanti
Niketan,New Delhi-110021,have
changed my name to Balwant
Singh. 0040743444-3

I, MUSKAN w/0 DHRUV GULATI
r/o A-4/281, Paschim Vihar,
Delhi-110063 have changed my
name MUSKAN GULATI
permanently.

0040743319-3

I,Shaifali Tyagi,D/0 Ajay Kumar
R/o Peli,Post Office
Satupura,Sambhal,Uttar
Pradesh,Have Changed My
Name To Shaefali Tyagi,For
All,Future Purposes.

0040743352-5

I,Rajinder Prasad,S/o
Yadram,R/0 1165A/76 Deva
Ram Park, Trinagar Delhi-
110035, Have Changed My
Name To Rajender Prasad.

0040743445-1

I,Munedra Pal S/o Nayadar
Singh R/0 H.N0.C-4/184, Sector-
36, Noida (U.P-201301) have
changed my name to Maninder
Pal for all purposes.

0040743334-2

I,Rajesh Aggarwal/Rajesh B
Lal,S/o BanwariLal ,R/0- C-
226,Vikaspuri,Delhi,have
changed my name to Rajesh
Kumar Aggarwal,for all
purposes. 0040743352-1

I,Pooja,W/o Satish Sharma, R/o-
B-343,Hari Enclave,Part-
2,Aman Vihar, Kirari Suleman
Nagar,Delhi-110086,in my Son’s
School Record my nameis
wrongly mentioned as Kiran
but my correct name is Pooja.

0040743444-2

I,DIVYA MANI PATHAK, resident
of VILLAGE SEVA PATHAK KA
PURA,POST-BABUAPUR. DISTT-
AYODHAYA,UP-224161,have
changed my minor DAUGHTER
Name from INAYA to AASHVI
PATHAK, vide-Affidavit date-
12.08.2024. 0040743416-10

I,DEVANTI RAO W/O UMED
PRAKASH, ADDRESS-
BANWARILAL BHAWAN
FAZILPUR JHARSA SECTOR-
72,GURGAON, HARYANA-
122101, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEVANTI YADAV.

0040743371-4

I,PRATHNA,D/O PAWAN
VAID,R/0-1905 18TH-FLOOR
TOWER-D ELITE GOLF
GREEN,SECTOR 79,
NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,U.P-201301,have
changed my name to PRATHNA
VAID. 0040743445-4

I,DEVANTI DEVI,W/0 UMED
PRAKASH, ADDRESS -
BANWARILAL BHAWAN
FAZILPUR JHARSA SECTOR-
72,GURGAON, HARYANA-
122101, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEVANTI YADAV

0040743371-5

I,DEEPTI DHAWAN D/O NEELAM
KUMARR/o Flat No-119, Tower-
5,Hewo Apartment-1, Sector-
56,Gurugram Haryana-
122011,have changed my name
to DEEPTI. 0040743382-1

I,ASHOK KUMAR,S/O-LATE SH
SHIV RAM,R/0,GPH-3, ADITYA
MEGA CITY VAIBHAV-KHAND
INDIRAPURAM GHAZIABAD, UP-
201014,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHOK KUMAR
GUPTA. 0040743422-5

LAMIT GUPTA S/O LAXMI
NARAIN GUPTA,R/O A-
3/12,RAJASTHALI APARTMENT,
PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AMIT KUMAR GUPTA.

0040743352-4

I,Neha Rathi W/o Sunny Malik
R/0 Flat-A-202, Amrapali
Exotica Apartment, Sector-50,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Neha Malik for all
purposes. 0040743334-1

I, kum. Varsha Jangir W/o Shashi
Parkash R/0.H.N0.379,Sector-
21,Gurgaon-122001
(Haryana),have changed my
name to Varsha.for all
purposes 0040743352-7

I,Naval Kumar,S/0-Girdhari
Yadav,R/0-T-307,Gali.No.7,
Gautam Puri,Seelampur, Delhi-
53,that my minor son name
mistakenly entered as
Priyvanshuin his 10th-class
school-record. His correct
nameis Privanshu Yadav

0040743422-7

I,NEERAJ GARG, S/O,DEVENDRA
KUMAR,R/0 C-301,VRINDA
CITY,PLOT NO-GH-02,SECTOR -
PHI-04,GREATER-NOIDA,
KASANA,UTTAR PRADESH-
201310,have changed my name
to NEERAJ KUMAR GARG.

0040743338-4

I, komal D/o Sunil Kumar, R/0
Plot.No A-14,Himgiri
Enclave,Pepsi Road,Sant Nagar
Burari,Delhi-84 have changed
my,name to komal Dhingra
for,all Purposes. 0040743445-2

I, Tultul De Niyogi, W/o Bikash De
Niyogi, R/0 J-1853, Chittaranjan
Park, New Delhi-110019, have
changed my name Tultul Dey
Niyogito Tultul De Niyogi for all
future Purposes. 0040743324-1

I, Suman Dahiya D/o Mahavir
Singh Dahiya and W/o Amit
SolankiR/0 J-1267,Second
Floor, Block-J, Palam Vihar,
Choma Gurgaon, Haryana-
122017, have changed my
minor son’s name from Devesh
aged 14 years to Devesh Dahiya
forever 0070917983-1

I,Mohammad Asif,S/0 Islam,
R/0 A,289, second-floor near-
Amina Masjid Gali.No.9
Wazirabad-village,Delhi-
110084,have changed my name
to Mohd Asif, Permanently

0040743338-5

I,Meenu,W/0-Rajesh
Kumar,R/0 G-5/24-25, Sector-
11,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Meenu
Sharma for all purposes.

0040743444-1

I, MUNNAWAR ALI,S/0O
MUZAFFAR ALI,H.NO-248,A.D.A
COLONY KHAIR ROAD,THANA-
DELHI GATE,KOIL, ALIGARH,
UTTAR PRADESH-202001,have
changed my nameto
MUNAWWAR ALI. 0040743422-2

I,MAHRUN NISHA,W/0
MUNAWWAR ALI, HOUSE. NO-
248, A.D.A COLONY,KHAIR
ROAD, NEAR WATER TANK
SHAHJAMAL,ALIGARH,UTTAR
PRADESH-202001,have
changed my name to MEHRUN
NISHA. 0040743422-3

I, Sourabh Sharma S/0 Baidya
Nath Sharma, R/o H No- D-94,
GaliNo- 7,0m Nagar, Mithapur,
South Delhi-110044, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Sourabh Sarkar. 0070917939-1

I, Sonali Kumari D/o Madan
Kumar R/o Flat No.-1805,
Tower-A, Arihant Ambar,
Sector-1, Greater Noida West,
U.P-201306 have changed my
name to SONALI for all
purposes. 0070917985-1

I, MAQSOOD AHMAD S/0
Magbool Ahmed R/0 990, Haveli
Bakhtawar Khan, Madarsa
Hussain Baksh, Bazar Matia
Mahal, Jama Masjid, Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
to MAQSOOD AHMED.

0040743329-2

I, Shukla Mandal, w/o Sandip
Mandal, d/o R. K. Chatterjee
resident of G21 Sector 83,
Haryana 122004 have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Shukla Chatterjee
for the purpose of passport.

0040743323-1

I, Lata Verma W/o Suresh Kumar
R/0 1A/87A, Block-1-A,Ramesh
Nagar, New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name to Lata.

0040743445-5

I, Ayasuddin S/O0 Shamim Uddin,
R/o P 154, StreetNo 7,8,
Jharkhandi Masjid, Bihari
Colony Extension Shahdara,
Shahdara, North East Delhi,
Delhi-110032, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Ayas Uddin.

0070917914-1

I, Savita Rani W/O Atul Sharma,
R/o B- 37, Kewal Park, Azadpur,
North West Delhi- 110033,
Declare that name of Mine has
been wrongly written as Savita
Sharma in my minor Son Rishit
Sharma, aged about 15 Years,
In his 10th Class Marksheet
And Certificate. The actual
name of Mine is Savita Rani,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070917920-1

I,Bharti Kumari spouse of
Ashwini Kumar Lal,R/0-D-420
B,Lajpatnagar, P.O.-
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201005,have changed
my name from Bharti
Kumari(mentioned in my
husband’s service record) to
Bharti Lal vide affidavit.dated-
09.08.2024 at Ghaziabad Uttar
pradesh. 0040743444-4

I, Samiksha W/o. Harshit
Dhawan R/0. E-61, Shastri
Nagar, New Delhi have
changed my name to Samiksha
Dhawan 0040743336-1

I, Sachin Singh S/0 Veer Pal
Singh, R/o Trishul- 309, Type- 4,
Anusandhan Vihar, Drdo
Complex, Lucknow Road,
Timarpur, Timarpur, North
Delhi-110054. | have changed
the name of my minor Son
Sanatan Singh aged about 2
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Shashwat Singh

0070917936- 1

I SUSHMA w/o DHARAMVIR
YADAV r/0 C27S, VIJETA VIHAR,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my Name
SUSHMA YADAV permanently.

0040743319- 1

I SHAHID KHAN/ SHAHID/
MOHD SHAHID SUHAIL S/o
Mohd Sultan R/0 2684/2, Masjid
Kale Khan, Kucha Chalan,
Darya Ganj, New Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
to MOHD SUHAIL KHAN.

0040743329-1

I, Km Shipra Singh W/o Rakesh
Kumar Singh R/o Flat No.-2507,
Tower-0, Ajnara Le Garden,
Sector-16B, Greater Noida
West, UP-201301 have changed
my name to SHIPRA SINGH for
all purposes. 0070917959-1

I, DHARAMVIR s/0 LAL SINGH r/0
C27S, VIUJETA VIHAR, Sector-13,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name DHARAMVIR
YADAV permanently.

0040743319-2

I, Indu Parashar W/o Anshul
Parashar, R/0 House No. 791,
Near Shagun Public School,
New-Kotgaon, Ghaziabad U. P.
have changed my name from
Indu Parasharto Indu
Trigunayak for all future
purposes. 0040743351-1

I, IRFAT W/0 Kashif Ahmed R/0
3079, 4th Floor, Street Pratab,
Back Side, Golcha Cinema,
Darya Ganj, New Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
to IRFAT BI. 0040743329-3

I, SAPNA D/O SHANKAR LAL, R/O
H.NO 360, SECTOR-47,
GURGAON, HARYANA-122018,
DECLARE THAT MY CORRECT
DATE OF BIRTH IS 23.10.1990. IT
IS WRONGLY RECORDED AS
12.05.1989 IN MY 10TH
MARKSHEET 0070918017-1

LOST & FOUND

Original plot buyer agreement
papers for plot no.-N-
12,Mayfield Garden,dated
21/04/1998,Sector-51, Gurgaon
have been lost/misplaced on
03/08/24 and FIR Reg.
N0.132271032400482, lodged in
the police station crime branch
Haryana.Use of this document
by any person or company will
beillegal. Finder Please
contact Ranjeet Kumar,C/0O
Garmex India (P)Ltd,F-88,0khla
Industrial Area,Phase -1, Delhi,
Mobile-7042041264

0040743444-5

I,Narender Singh Tanwer, S/o-
Shri Prem Singh Tanwer,aged
49 years, resident of House
No.G-11, Near Hanuman
Mandir, Vasant Enclave,Vasant
Vihar,New Delhi-110057,have
lostmy 10th & 12th
examination certificate &
Marksheet Roll No.-20020454
and my 12th standard Roll No.
600024416,passed from IECC
Academy,New Delhi,affiliated
with the Board of Secondary
Education, Madhya Bharat,
Gwalior. Finder contact-
8595411300. 0040743444-6

I, Rashmi Basantlal Verma W/o
Sudhanshu Verma R/o Tower
30/302, Emaar Palm Hills
Sector-77, Gurgaon-122004
have changed my name to
Rashmi Verma for all future
purposes. 0070917976-1

Lost Original Power Of Attorney
OfH.No0.A-1/20,21, Welcome,
Seelampur, Delhi-110053,
Founder May Inform; Ranjeet
Singh S/o Late Nathu Singh
#9818599699. 0040743422-9

I, Ranjana, W/O Navjeet Jain R/0
K- 63 F/F K Block, Jangpura
Extension, South Delhi, Delhi-
110014. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as RanjanaJain. 0070917931-1

I, Rakesh Mehndiratta S/o Late
Thakur Dass Mehndiratta R/o
Flat No.-A3/201, Cherry County,
Techzone-4, Greater Noida
West, UP-201009 declare that
my father’s name wrongly
written as THAKUR DAS in my
passport DLHH01046606.
Actual name is THAKUR DASS
MEHNDIRATTA. 0070917980-1

I, Rajendri, W/O Kare Singh R/o
Type 1/93,NCERT Campus Sri
Aurobindo Marg Hauz Khas
S.0, Dist: South West Delhi,
Delhi-110016. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Rajendri Devi

0070917917-1

I, Pinki Sharma,W/o-Krishan
Kumar Bhardwaj,R/0-135-136,
3rd-Floor,Pocket-3, Sector-
22,Rohini, Delhi-110086,have
changed my name to Pinki
Bhardwaj 0040743422-8

I, PHULMATIYA Devi mother of
No0.15194627X Rank-NK
Name:Dipu Kumar Yadave of
Unit 45 RPAS FLT/666 Army Avn
SQN(R&O)(Kargil)C/0:56 APO
presently residing at Vill-
Bhojpur, PO-Bihiya, PS-
Hunterganj, Dist-Chatra State
Jharkhand, Pin-825403 have
changed my name from
Fulmatiya Devito Phulmatiya
Devi & date of birth from 04 Jun
1972 to 01 Jan 1960.for all future
purposes 0040743325-2

I, Gurdeep Singh Ahluwalia S/o
Gursaran Singh Ahluwalia, R/o-
10-C, Navyug Adarsh-
Apartment,F-Block, Vikaspuri,
Delhi-110018,have changed my
name from Gurdeep Singh
Ahluwalia to Gurdeep Singh,for
all future purposes.

0040743341-1

I, NAVNEET KUMAR MANN S/0
DEVISINGH MANN R/O 54/2A,
EAST GANGA ENCLAVE, LONI,
GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH-
201102 declare that Both
NAVNEET KUMAR & NAVNEET
KUMAR MANN are the same
person. The correct nameis
NAVNEET KUMAR MANN for all
future purposes.

0070917977-1

I,RAJKUMARS/O SOHMAM PAL,
R/0-A-282,SANJAY COLONY,
OKHLA PHASE-2, OKHLA
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, NEW
DELHI-110020 want to declare
that SOHMAM PAL and SOHIL
MANDAL are the names of one
and the same person and that
is father.

00709179121

I, Mandeep W/0 Ravinder Pal
Singh R/o H-44, Gali No-8, New
Mahavir Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name from
Mandeep to Mandeep Kaur
(Date of Birth 10/09/1995) for
all future purposes.

0040743330-1

I, Kartik Malik S/O Vinod, R/0 RZ-
3A/1C- 56, 0ld Meharauli Road,
Raj Nagar- 2, Palam Colony, Raj
Nagar Part- 2, South West
Delhi- 110077. Declare that
Name of My Father has been
wrongly written as Late Vinod
in my 12th Class Marksheet
Cum Certificate. The actual
name of My Fatheris Vinod,
which may be amended
accordingly.

0070917930-1
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENTS
SMT. KANTA DEVI, IS PURCHASING OF THE

SAID FIRST FLOOR WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS OF
FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING NO. 241, AREA
MEASURING 183.33 SQ. YDS., SHOWN IN THE
LAYOUT PLAN OF AMBICA CO-OPERATIVE
HOUSE BUILDING SOCIETY LIMITED, AN
APPROVED RESIDENTIAL COLONY KNOWN AS
AMBICA VIHAR, SITUATED AT PASCHIM
VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110087 AND THE SELLER
SHRI RAHUL SINGH AND SHRI SHAILENDRA
SINGH DOES NOT POSSESSION DOCUMENTS
NAMELY PERPETUAL SUB-LEASE DEED DATED
18.06.1978 AND SUPPLEMENTARY PERPETUAL
SUB-LEASE DEED DATED 14.02.1980.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT OR
INTEREST IN THE AFORESAID PROPERTY,
HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION
TO THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA
Advocate
Enrl. No. D-446/2002

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public is hereby informed that my
client Sh. Satya Narayan Gaur S/o Sh.
Jagdish Prasad Gaur, and his wife Rekha
Gaur R/o RZ-34 H/2, Gali No. 4 Raj nagar
Part-1 Palam Colany Palam Village Delhi-
110077 has disowned their son Manthan
Gaur all their relations with them. Hence
forth, my clients shall have no relations
with their Manthan Gaur and that they
shall not be responsible for any deed,
misdeed, conduct of the aforesaid to anyone
and any one dealing with them, shall do so
on their own risk and responsibility.
Sd/-
NETRAPAL SINGH (Advocate)
CHAMBER NO. K-151,
NEAR GATE NO.2,
TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client SATISH SHARMA S/o LATE
SHRI SHER SINGH R/o 39/31 GULATI
BUILDING, GANERAL STORE, WEST
PUNJABI BAGH, DELHI 110026, do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare as
under. I have sold all the property
before 2014 vide Khasra no 16/8 to 16/13,
16/3,16/2/2,16/2/1, 8/22, 8/23/1,8/19 8/12 8/13
8/14, 8/15/1, 8/16/1, 8/17, 8/18 in SHARMA
ENCLAVE, MUBARAKPUR DABAS
DELHI 110086. That few people
fraudulently obtained my signatures
on several blank papers and are
misusing the same for sale and
purchase of land and other fraudulent
purpose, and I will not be liable or
responsible if such signatures is being
used in any transaction, if the same
comes to my knowledge strict legal
action will be taken against them. That
after 2014 I do not have any plots in my
name and all the properties in Sharma
Enclave, Mubarakpur Dabas, Delhi-
110086 are in the name of my elder
brothers namely Shri Bhagwan
Sharma and Shri Hari Prakash.

-Sd./-MS. Pinki (Advocate), En.No. D/7254/19

F"I._IELH: MNMOTICE
My client Sh. \ikas Arors Slo 5. Elrla'arn:
Pal Amora. Rin 570872 Madan L, I'_'I:l.u|
Flalz, New Dathe110062, have degded |I.'-i
disoenidebar his dauohter Aaredya Arara |
('-35, Vikax Arama) The meason Tor this)
dedson &5 thal hs - dalghler .ﬁ.a::'r:l"r.ml
Arora have coninuoushy demonsiraled hes
nan-compliance and dsobeduncs eands)
my chent and ane now [rying her kewel best]
to impheale my chenl i Sore ke ¢ el |
and get him armeskd, As & resul my -:h'r'l1
5h. Vikas Arora dedam thal his daugn.-'- |
farradisinara shalb hiee no fighdsid |r-|.-;|
in @y of his propeias’ assels and my)
plier el il ke resparditie for 2ny of har
H'__IFHE-I,'.:EFEITTE and imnsachions

Mukesh Sharma {(Advocate ]I
E-1T, Maspd Mok, Groorer Kt i Deii-34{

Be i krean o Sl concemed e my
Fienls N Kyuskal Kumar o Late Eh
Chardra Gan, Rlo 15 ARD Complax
Gegior-13, RK. Puram Mew Delhah, his
wile Rhish Burman & Bhoperdra Kamar
S0 Lale-3h, Chemdma Sén & his wils
Mamia & permanent Residence- House
Wo. Bhe Ma. 15185, Fourh Floor, Hew
Biock A-1, Gall Ma_ 13, Bare Pur, Kamal
Wikawr, Burarn, Wew Delhi, dsowmed ther
brofhar Sh, Vishru Kumar Sic Late Sh
Chandra Sen end fes wife Suman & ther
eihild, Inoen Breer Sl movabke & immcvabks
propedties & assels ailh immediale aflng,
thay are-have abusing & quamying wih
my chentz and breach of tnust and my
chienls Feve Broken &1 relalian Tom e
& my chenls have oo concem with any
Eabiftias or any tramesction mada by them
&y manner &gl [Ty chanl has
rewnked Feg oemie ol "E-ﬁid&"lilé'll'jl [=E= 5
s

Manoj Kumar [Advassi|
Ch. He. 820, Saket Court. Mow Dalh-17

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Balram Singh Chauhan, R/o C-356, Gurunanak Gali,
Chhajupur, Shahdara, Delhi has committed (or is suspected o
have committed) the offence in Case Reg. No. 21227/2019 u/s
138 Nl Act, P.5. Budh Vihar, Delhi and it has beenreturned toa
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Balram Singh Chauhan cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Balram
Singh Chauhan has absconded (or is concealing himself fo

avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Balram
Singh Chauhan of Case Reg. No. 21227/2019 u/s 138 NI Act,
P.5. Budh Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint on or before 08.10.2024.

DP/10455/RD/2024

By Order,
Ms. Divya Arora,
Metropolitan Magistrate, North-West-04,
Room No. 112, First Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice

Divl By, Banager, N W Railway, Jaipur
for and on behalf of Prasident of India
inviles opan E-Tendar Tor the following
works upte 1530 howrs on the date
shown as below- Sr.Neo. : 1 Name of
work with location: ENGG-JP-2024-
25-72 ADEN-FL Sub Division:-
Miscellaneous irack works in the
jurisdiction of ADEN/FL Approx cost of
work © 16204574 89/-Eamest money|
Rs. - 234500v- Sr.No. : 2 Name of work]
with location: ENGG-JP-2024-25-T3
SrODEN(N)JP Seclion - Miscellaneous]
track safety works in the jurisdiction of]
ADEM-SIKAR. Approx cost of work

24176191.33/)- Earmmest money Rs,
2T0H00N- Sr-No, - 3 Name of work with
location: ENGG-JP-2024-25-T4
Sr.DEMIMNJIP Section - Miscallaneous
track safaty works in the junsdichon of
ADEN- RGS Approx cost of work |
19484978 .06/- Earnest monay Rs,
24742000- Sr.No. : 4 Name of work with
location: ENGG-JP-2024-25-75 J'I.DENI
(HO) WP sub division: Zonal work]
under Zone no. 4, 6 & BA- Ganpati Nagar
Raitway colony & Loco Colony staff

OFFICE: PRINCIPAL, GOVT.MEDICAL

Medical Social Worker efe.

Ganganagar are invited Unconditional Bid from interested GST
Registered bidder's ele. upto Dt. 15-08-2024 at 06.00 PM. E-
Bid will be Esstimated walue One time 3.00 Crors. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
{ http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:// sppp.rajnic.an} of the

COLLEGE, SRI GANGANAGAR

Ref. No: 524-825

Short-Term e-Bid Invites 02/2024-25(824)

Bid for rate contract for One years or Less period
Procurement of Job basis man power Services ) supply like
Class 1V/WardBoy/Helper/Multi task worker/Store Verifier,
(means Unskill and High skill
Wages Job Base Works) including Manpower machinery and
Supervision at Medical College in Sri Ganganagar. GMC, Sn

Dated: 31.07.2024

state and DepartmentNotice Board
UBN:- MES 2425 SLRC 00084

Principal, Govt. Medical College, Sri Ganganagar (Raj.)

guarters & Service buildings for Eanitar',l:
wiork, all type of repair work, road work)]
ac per DSR 2021 & harticulture wark as|
par- 2020 for the period of from 01.07 24|
to 30.06.2026 (Two Years). (in|
SSE(Works) S-I0P Jurisdiction) Zone-
46 & G6A Approx cost of work

GO000000 00/~ Eamest money Rs. |
A50000/- Sr.No., : 5 Mame of work with
locatiom: ENGG-JP-2024-25-8B0
Jaipur-impravemant & Repair of sewer
line in Loco colony & Ganpall nagar
Jaipur, Approx cost of work

1327216363/ Earmest money Rs.
216400/- 1. Detail s available on
MNW.Rly website-wwwireps.gov.in and)
Motice Board in WA section. DRM Office, |
MWRJaipur. 2. Tender No ENGG-JP- |
2024-25-T2to 75 & BO s {o be closad on
04.09. 2024 at 15.30 hrs and apaned on|
04.09.2024 at 16.00hrs. o0 m!
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1

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

TS BOX THERE | | ACTHALLY,
ISN'T S0 ARE FOUR FIVE.
BAD... SIDES. o
J RIGHT,
a FIVE.

DAY TODAY

DOES
EVER YONE \}
STARE AT US
FROM THEIR |
BATH-

-!
K
3
i
-
3
3

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
to do business. To
be counting the cost of an
paying is something only you
Partners won'’t have
@ appearances they

Everything hinges
@ follow the money
emotional entanglement. But
candecide.

everything their
never do. But they do seem to

around your ability
metaphor through, you'll also
whether the price is worth
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

own way; in spite of
hold the key, and there are

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

It’s time to move on.
@ the feeling that life

would never
fundamental law of the
astrological universe - that all
precisely why you can now
make a fresh start.

You're in a strong
@ position today. Sure,

emotional but, as
long as you direct your

You may have got
change. If so, you forgot the
things must pass. And that’s
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

you could be a little
feelings in a positive direction,

A HOW CAM You | | REALLY? CAM | SIX YEARS times W_hen they speak, you you'll be able to sp_read your
_ ‘ THINE OF L HANE YOUR | OLD AMD A have to Julmp. Or, of ctourse, . share %f ItO\ée apd lllght.tFuimlly
: o you can always go into one o enough, today’s planets also
i ;"ﬁgﬂm F’F‘TI' N .R mﬁ‘ﬂmﬂ FUGITNE your famous obstinate moods favour everyone messing
e S 4 DID ﬂfﬂﬁ }HF&JL“QE? ! ﬂ:gm -and completely ignore them.  about on boats.
1 Still pics or flicks (5) 10ne helping to restore BELIEVE 1T. GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
4 Trick examination taverns (7) i _ The days pass, your You're bound to be'
question (7) 2 Wife of Perseus wrongly ; emotions change, uncertalfl, b.Ut that's
8@Free ride cutshort(3) named Dora (9) | foday you'l be e bowertul positon
9 Very bad actor troubled Sl gnmmenly ed i = more emotional. A chance, You'll be able to make the
with debts (9) various languages (5) % haps. f . .
S : perhaps, foryoutogetintouch  most of mysterious
10Tom’s nagismixed inwith ~ 4A trucearranged between E with all those deep feelings. developments, especially
others (7) vicar and laity (6) 3 Domestic circumstances are ones which come loaded
11 Wood for burning? (5) 5 Despoilediconisrestoredtoa changing, and | hope that by with deep significance and
13 Heinterruptsa city of Cyprus (7) this time next week the stress symbolic meaning! Don't
politician with a 6 Self-esteem for example level will have dipped. rush it, though.
supposition (6) comes to nought (3)
15 Prosecutor takes on a cartel 7 Give an oral test (5) M A RVI N by TO m A rm St ron g CANCER (J;lne, 22 -Jll!lly 23) CAPRICOR? (DEC 2.31-_'811 20)
that’s brazen (6) 12 Anillumination for the —— ouTe SUBC ah h(.)u;ﬁorclla dstgrs dre
18 It has wings and flies (5) landing (9) worrier. But then ighlighted, butit
& : . . . My you know that could be family
19 Arrange astar partina 14 Hemp is used in making < already. That's one members who
Western (7) these jackets (7) of the building blocks of your make the best friends. Don’t
21 Happened to have been 161t's all gone wrong about astrological character. Just at forget those friends who feel
evicted (6,3) getting a ship(7) the moment'd say thatwhat  like they’re part of the family!
23 It’s easily slipped 17 Do some relief work? (6) you have todonowissortout  Watch out for floating legal
on(3) 18 Seen we hear to be lying (5) which of your doubts is problems or moral minefields,
24 Gets ready to eat or to 20 A riot getting out of genuine, and whichisnomore  asthe last thing you want
be eaten (7) proportion (5) than a mirage in your mind. now is to be embroiled ina
25 Musical journal? (5) 22 Dear-sounding eggs (3) . LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) messy dispute.
Solutions Crossword 5440 Across: 1 Permission, 8 Licit, 9 Russian, 10 Cossets, 11 Lisle, T Your horoscope s AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
12 Answer, 14 Prompt, 17 Delta, 19 Enthuse, 21 Erudite, 22 Pilot, 23 Signet ring ‘- @ one of diversity, so Professional
Down: 2 Excises, 3 Mitre, 4 Surest, 5 Insular, 6 Nails, 7 Investment, 8 Lockand key, 13 you can pick your e Aquarians should
Erasing, 15 Maudlin, 16 Severe, 18 Louts, 20 Taper e P owndirection, and beon good form.
- devise your personal strategy. Astrologers often
Yet, your daily chart raises talk about your idealism, but
intense emotions, and putsthe  they rarely mention that your
focus firmly on home affairs work, or community activities,
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 2s o and family relationships. provide one of the most
Instructions | 4 3 1 B 9] Tackle domestic issues and powerful areas for you to do
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move To solve a Sudoku puzzle, E [ 1 4 | [ [ 5 tg 719\ 0|8 3112 4|5 blockages will then shift. your bit to make a better world
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and every digit from1t0 9 U | | ' and heal the wounds which
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. B muga 9 e e [ ' ' - | 8 _ 4 . 1172 . 9|6 3 _ 9 VIRGO (Aug 2"1 -Sep 23) divide people.
Put your heart, mind, and soul into even your Thisis the secret of success. - . PF.) . 2 7 N 5/ 31214/9/611!8!7 You're coming to
: ’ _— . (o] nine vertical columns, in ;
Swami Sivananda (8,4) _ L (@) the end of a six- PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
L0 |  eachoftheninehorizontal 2 1183|915 6 0o 2171511141813 /19|6 month period of Sometimes you're
CPAAE EEMLIT - rowsand ineach of the ' ' = =) | | ot planetary stress. It’s happy with the
.:-:- ...: é nine boxes. 5 | I 7)) 3 _ 8 _ 416 _ S _ 917 |2 _ 1 been different for each one of relationships you
you, for no Virgo is exactly the have. But at other
(] 9 415 7 L 2|3 1 = 1/6/9|12 7/3/45 8 same as any other. That's times you dream of the perfect
IYSSS MUSCLY (?) Difficulty Level _ G | 8 Ig B 2| 8|5(1(4|9|71|3 obvious !dBut what you sh]:;\re is aomanctlic blisshThg outcome
- .2 = Facy- | ‘ - o L] = Bome | ] =5 T your tendency to worry about epends on whether you are
.:-.: “_- 1388 :ﬁg;j;{f: _ : aarsdy 1 | | _ 2 | || 3 - 9 , 5 , 7136 , 2|18 1|4 nothing - bu,t that’s about to prepared to take others with
5= Very Hard: 2 4 3 7 - 4/1/13/19/8|715 6|2 change. You'll wonder what you, or you want to wander off
PPUBLPAIS [LWIEMS - ‘§5390NS _ Y : [ _ . O you were concerned about. in search of pastures new.
]013109S 3 SI SIY ] "SI ISI[BUIS INOA UIAS 0JUI [NOS pUB ‘PUIL ‘1IBIY INOA INJ :ToMSUY 6s = Genius (7p)
ASIAINTD ‘T1LLAIN ‘ASSIS ‘40VdV :NOLLNT0S
NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY E-Tender Notice s CESC B POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION SALUTE THE SOLDIER
Train Side Vending (TSV) allotment contract,| | 7F b » & RESRARCI - CHANINARN

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, MW.Rly. Jaipur on behalf of the Presidant of India
invites E-Tender under Singla packet syslem for the purpose of aiobment of Train Side
Vanding (TS al Jaipur Division for the pericd as mentionsd in the endclosed
documeants. The date of submission and opening of Tender and detadl of the earmest
money and Cost of tender form are as under:-

HIT No. (0 C-A&MTISVM4T15-16dP Div,  Dated (8 082024,

(H) C-A5"TEVI47340UP Div. Dated 08,08, 2024

() Adlotment of Train Side Vending (TSV) In Train Mo.
147 15-18 (JP- H3RE-JP ) avar JP-RE-JIP Seclion of Jaipur
Division

Mame of the wark

(i} Allotment of Train Side Vending (TSV) In Train Mo,
14734 [JP- BT over JP-RE Section of Jakpur Division

Approximate cost of [Earning Contract
the work

LEMITEHRD

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

ISR T S TETEE RS

E-tenders are invited by Executive Director, Power
Marketing, CESC Ltd on 13.08.2024, having registered
office at CESC House, Chowringhee Square, Kolkata-
700001 for purchase of Wind and Solar power on Short
Term basis as per Ministry of Power (MOP), GOI guidelines
dated 30.03.2016 and amendments thereof. Soft copy of
tender docs are available on www.mstcecommerce.com
and www.cesc.co.in. The bids are to be submitted
electronically through DEEP Portal of MSTC.

Pericd of completion | Six Manth

Resarve Price (in.Rs.)|(i) Rz 856100/ (s, Six Lacs Fifty Six Thousand One
Hundred Only) for the perdod of Six Month for Traln Mo

1471516

(it) R, 166100/ (Rs, One Lacs Sisty Six Thousand Cne
Hundred only) for the perod of Six Month for Train Mo
14734,

Earnest money bo ba |[I)Rs. 13200/ (Rs, Thireen Thousand Two Hundred only)

deposited (Shall be  |for TrainNo. 14715-16

accepted only online |/ ks 3400/- [Rs. Three Thousand Four Hundrad only ) for
net banking or Train No. 14734

gateway payment

facilities only).

Cost of tendear
documents (Mon
Refundable)

Rs. 1000/ (Rs. One thousand only) for each tender form
cost for aach NIT. {non-refundable) Cost of lander shall ba
accepied only onling net banking or payment gaieway only

Date & time of

16.08 2024 (Up 191515 Hra.) through online
submission of tender

woww.ireps.gowv.in only

Autharty and place for submission of fender cost & Tender Security (EMD),
required documants (i any) and seeking clarifications on tender documents |
Throwgh onling www.ireps.gow.in anly

Website Particulars : www.ireps.gov.in

941-DR/24

Pieess join us oo [0 ) MvvRanseys [E) Waratways_

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL GOVT. P.G.
COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, ROHTAK

Notice Inviting Tender for Outsource of Service

Sealed Tenders (Separate Technical & financial Bide) are invited
from the ehgible tenderers/service agencies (approved by Gowt
of Harvana) having at least three vears expenience of providing
manpower services on outsource basis . Govi/Semn Gowvt
Orgamzation,
Central /State Umversinies lor cleanmmg ol premises, upkeepimg
security, house Keeping and multitasking service to be rendered

Board/Cooperation of Central/State Govt. or

in the College Hostel, The interested bidders may collect tender
form from the College on non refundable payment of Rs S00/-
{Payable through crossed demand drafi'Banker Chegue of any
nationalized bank drawn in favour of Principal, Govi. PG
College for Women, Rohtak) between 12.08.2024 to 30.08 2024
on any working day between 09:00 to (4:00 pm except on public
holiday. The bid m prescnbed Tender form will omly be
considered. The last date of receipt of bid wall be 30.08.2024 Up
to 4 pm and bids will be opened on 31.08.2024 at |11:00 am n
Principal Ofhice. The id should be accompanied by EMD of
Rs HOOO0 -
of above menhoned account. The estimated tender cost 1s Rs 38
abide by the term &
Conditions of outsource Policy and relevant labour laws of the

in the form of crossed DIDYBanker Chegue m favour

Lacs. The service Provider will be
Government Bids. In case the rates quoted by the bidder are
same, the decision will be taken by draw of lots in the presence
11I']!|.,|rrn._‘i;n||'|lf~'. other necessary details are prov wded in the tender
document. The undersigned reserve the night 1o alier the rules of
bid and to cancel the tender without assigning any reason thereof
Sd/-

Principal

Govi. PG College for Women
Rohtak

Mo, 28830/HRY
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WE MAKE CITIES

(¢

NOTICE INVITING BID {2"" CALL)
Integrated Infrastructure development of ETM &

20M wide roads in TPS 2 under NAINA Project.
(2™ call)

CIDCO of Maharashtra Limited through the process of
E-tendering invites “ON LINE" item rate percentage Bids in
two bid system (Part-| Technical Bid & Part-ll commercial bid)
from experienced prospective bidders fulfiling the mandatory
eligibility criteria and scoring minimum qualifying marks of 75
in the Technical bid evaluation, comprising of total 100 marks
as per Annexure-l, registered with CIDCO Ltd. or with Central
Gowt., or with State Govt. of Maharashtra and its undertakings
in appropriate class & Category, who have completed work of
similar nature for the work mentioned below :

1. Name of Work: Integrated Infrastructure development
of 2TM & 20M wide roads in TPS 2 under NAINA Project.
(2¥ Call) 2. C.A. No.: 08/CIDCO/EE(NAINA-}Y2023-24
3. Cost put to the Bid: ¥80,05,90,998.00 (excluding GST)
(¥78,53,58,480.00 Biddable Part + 1523251800 Non-
Biddable Part) 4. E.M.D.: ¥80,06,000/- 5. Registration Class:
Class — | A (Without Limit) - (Civil) 6. Completion Period:
730 (Seven Hundred Thirty) Days (including Monsoon) 7.
Tender Processing Fee: ¥70,800.00 (including 18% GST
(Non-Refundable))

Bid Document along with Bidding Programme will be
available on the website https://mahatenders.gowv.in from
14/08/2024 at 17.01 Hrs.

Superintending Engineer

(NAINA)
CIDCO/PRMTA2024-25

lEIN LISee9a MH 1570 SGG- rru1=:-'&J
www.cldco.maharashtra.gov.In
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Police Medal for Gallantry.

9 August 2007

On 9 August 2007, troops of
185 Battalion of CRPF along
with RR and SOG, launched an
operation in Mindura village,
Awantipora, Pulwama. As they
searched the area, militants
hiding in a house opened fire.

The troops retaliated, and a fierce six-hour encounter ensued.
Shaheed Constable Vaghela Baldev Singh played a pivotal role in
neutralizing two militants, fighting bravely from the front despite
being injured. He refused to leave the battlefield until the mission
was accomplished, later succumbing to his injuries on 13 August.
For his gallantry, he was posthumously awarded the President’s
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1998 in a true act of valour.
b
ETF To thisbraveheart we pledge

EEEHE

N09420885 Rfn Shamsher Tamang1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK)
made the supreme sacrificeduring 'OP MEGHDOOT'on13 Aug

Thebrave soldier will always

berememberedfor hisenthusiasmand outstanding professionalism.

that his immortalspirit shall

always guide us and we shall strive to do his name proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES (BATALIK)
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT
NAGAR FARISH AD CHATRA JHARKHAND

e-Procurement Cell

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE
Head Constable

Hira Singh

ITBP salutes its braveheart Head Constable
Hira Singh of ITBP Academy, who made
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this
day in Uttarakhand in 2000.

i Resident of : Vill- Shoga, Distt. - Kullu
(Himachal Pradesh)

Issue for Duplicate Shares

Folio No.1070227, Name of
Shareholder Rajkumari,
No of Shares 1250,
Distinctive Nos. from
19114546 to 19115795
Certificate N0s.62930 Name
of Shareholder
Rajkumari,Date 08/08/2024
Name and Registered Office
address of Company :
ICICI BANK LTD.

Near Chakli Circle, Old Padra
Road, Vadodra Gujarat-390007

WESTERN RAILWAY - BHAVNAGAR DIVISION
AMC OF ELECTRONIC

INTERLOCKING SYSTEM

lanexpress.com

Very Short e-procurement Notice
~ e-Tender Reference No.- UDD/CH/N I"CH}'?."‘J'{IE-“I—I_'-. Dated-10.08.2024
| 8l _[‘nl_ [ I’ |r||u.|| ir Digtails (15" Fina :lu. L 1. |1r=l.'-d i:-r.nll "‘\I. |1n.|11-
[ o1 ‘Name of Work {Cirou ip T Mo.-01) | Construction of 18 no. of solar CIETEY based water pl ant with
Bisement mount ||||.I HIDPE, Water S1046 e Tank lay g capsacity
10000 [y, HY DT borewell at dry wonie args under "HHJ__.IT
Partshad, Chatra,
| T"-.1|| e { gl Earnesi Cost of Time of
(Bs) | Money (Rs) | BOQ(Rs) | Completion
. ! L &0,00,000- | 360000~ | 10000 | 04 Months |
. Mame of Work {Grroup Moc-02) | Construction of 22 no. (One for cach Ward) of solar cnergy based
rmini water plant with basement mounting HDPE, Water Storage
Tank having capacity 3000 . On existing borewell in every
| ward under Magar Parishad, Chatra L
| Estimate Cost | Earnest Cost of Time of
IR-. ] : "'.-'!n.:-nL'. -:HH. ) | Hﬂq |_r'h i { t |.r|1:-|1|.LI|-.‘:-|1
¥ —..-..—! 8 e S —  —— - — 1§ — e o . - -:. I It'l EHJ 1:"-".-} = S B 1 jrl I'EHJ - |1]-‘JULL- I;H ?'|1_|_-|n1]'L|\
L | Date of Tender Uploading in Websine lh 0%, 2004 51 10:00 AM
[ hatpgharkhandtenders. govan s o o ey e
04| Bid Submission Start Dte & Time (17082034 an 10:00 AM_
05| Last Date/Tune for Receipt of Bid (24082028 upto S:00PM > |
| Drate & Address for Opening of Bid. [ 27.08.2024 upter 1100 AM, inthe o-Procurement Cell; Nogar
| Parishad Chatra
o | “'_"-u_.n_rbL & Address of Offce inviting Tender | Adminsstrator, Nagar Pacshad, Chatn (Tharkhand)
R Contact Mo. of Procurement Office | +51- 7717732313, T004394602
Uk | Helpline No. of e-Procurement Cell Llnﬁl -24 81345
.-'\.]'I‘-' cha nge can be seen on Website http: HJ ha rl-.hﬂmllun ders };m m
Any other information can be seen on hitp://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
Mote:- 1. According to Secretary, Information Technology & e-Governance Department Order
memorandum no.-120, dt.-03.10.2023, the entire process of receiving the tender fee and
EMD amount is done through online method.
2. “di@wv aulf w=rea wiwe wewr (MNRE) g smifaa wiew susyr & Distributor or Manufacturer
O Fifae & s of #asd @ | SH® WHION U S0 Haid e Bl
Administrator,
PR.NO.332487 Urban Development(24-25):D Nagar Parishad Chatra,

The Divisional Railway, MEI‘IHQET (35T},
western Rallway, Bhavnagar invite e-
tenders on behaf of President of Indfa for the
following works. (i) Tender No : 15-2024:
Bhavnagar Division: Comprehensive
Annial Maintenance Contract of Electronic
Interocking Syskem of KYDSAN make for
pericd of Three vears at Somnath station in
Junagadh - Somnath section Estimated
Cost @ 4009267 .11/{F=. Forly Nine Lakhs
Minaty Two Thousand Sty Hundred Sawven
and tleven Paisa Only} The bidders have fo
apply on line through link [.e.
www.lreps.gov.in only for further detail
please vizid web sife wew.ireps . gov.in Las!
date for on line apply OB0SZ2024 up fo
15.00Hrs. 75

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly
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Vinesh verdict

expected today;
Usha defends

chief doctor

Vinesh Phogat has appealed to the
CAS after her disqualification. PTI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AUGUST 12

VINESH PHOGAT'S appeal against her dis-
qualification at the Paris Olympics due to
missing the weight cut by 100gms will find
a resolution on Tuesday as Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS), having heard
arguments of all parties, gets ready to de-
liver the verdict.

Vinesh stormed into the final of the
women's 50kg freestyle event after start-
ing her campaign with a stunning win over
wrestling royalty Yui Susaki of Japan last
Tuesday. But on the second day of the
event, she was debarred from the gold
medal bout against eventual winner Sarah
Hildebrandt of the United States as she was
marginally above the prescribed limit in
the customary morning weigh-in.

Vinesh appealed against the decision by
UWW, arguing that she be given a joint sil-
ver with Cuban wrestler Yusneylis Guzman
Lopez, who had lost to Vinesh but was later
promoted to the final following the Indian's
disqualification.

A day after her disqualification, Vinesh
announced her retirement from the sport,
saying she doesn't have the strength to con-
tinue, even as sporting icons from across
the world threw their weight behind the
29-year-old wrestler who was appearing
at her third Olympic Games.

Vinesh's legal team has French lawyers
Joelle Monlouis, Estelle Ivanova, Habbine
Estelle Kim and Charles Amson, who
helped her and the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) during the filing of the
application. They have been provided to
her by the Paris Bar and are handling the
case pro bono. In addition, senior counsels
Harish Salve and Vidushpat Singhania were
also roped in to help her in the case.

IOA president PT Usha on Sunday said
that any attack on the contingent's med-
ical team, especially Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala, around the Vinesh
saga is unacceptable.

The former athlete said in a statement
that, “...the responsibility of weight man-
agement of athletes in sport like wrestling,
weightlifting, boxing and judo is that of
each athlete and his or her coach and NOT
that of the I0OA-appointed Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala and his
team. The hate directed at the IOA medical
team, especially Dr. Pardiwala, is unaccept-
able and worthy of condemnation.”

“Each Indian athlete in the Paris 2024
Olympic Games in such sport had his or her
own support team. These support teams
have been working with the athletes over
so many years,” Usha said.

“The IOA appointed a medical team a cou-
ple of months ago, primarily as a team that
would assistin the recovery and injury man-
agement of athletes during and after their
competition. This team was also designed to
support athletes who did not have their own
team of nutritionists and physiotherapists.”

TOUGH LOVE
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Cry-lympics: Watching adults tear up and

a difficult question — Will India win gold?

Notes from MIHIR VASAVDA'’S Olympic diary: Trains missed, laptops fried and an unanswerable query that was a taunt

2 JULY
Wednesday
ASPORTING TOUR

Seen through the eyes of a sports tragic, Paris
hits different compared to what the roman-
tics come searching for.

It's here, inside the Grand Amphitheatre
of the Sorbonne University that Pierre de
Coubertin, gave a rousing speech to delegates
from 12 countries 130 years ago. By the end
of it, the French educator had convinced
them to revive the Olympic Games.

Less than a mile from this historic insti-
tution, the first Olympic medals were de-
signed at the Monnaie de Paris, the French
Mint which has also played a role in the de-
livery of the medals for these Games.

Half hour on the metro and you are at
Montmartre. In 1902, at a brasserie that no
longer exists, the seeds were sown for the
world's most gruelling cycling race, the Tour
de France.

A short 10-minute ride to the south-west
is Rue Sainte-Honoré, where Jules Rimet, a
grocer's son, founded FIFA and went on to
create the football World Cup.

Another 10-minute walk later, you arrive
at Place de la Concorde where - a month af-
ter Rimet founded FIFA - automobile afi-
cionados formed the International
Automobile Association, which governs,
among other things, the Formula One.

The historian Dominic Sandbrook was
right when he said that if the British invented
many sports, it's the French who codified it
and invited the world to play.

2 JULY
Friday
AGLAMOUROUS GIG?

There’s a weather warning saying it will
rain in the evening. When they issue such an
alertbackin Mumbai, itrarely does.lapply the
same logic here and leave without an umbrella.

And, you now know, it rains during the
opening ceremony. Constant, unrelenting rain.

We have other problems to grapple with.
Me and two other colleagues are given ‘seats’
— basically, a spot on the grass banks — at the
starting point near the Austerlitz Bridge.
‘Great,” we think. This was a chance to cap-
ture the first emotions of athletes when the
best boat ride of their life begins’.

Turns out that after the first ‘water cur-
tain’, some 20-30 minutes into the show,
there is nothing to be seen or report here. So,
we begin our march to the Trocadero, where
the main action was taking place.

Walking around charming, cobbled Paris
feels like being in a war zone.

Wherever you look, there are armed po-
licemen suspiciously looking at everyone.
There’s military from different countries,
countless check points, barricades and
barbed wires along the 7km route. With
metro lines shut, we cover more than half of
it on foot.

The security at Trocadero stops us. Our
Austerlitz Bridge passes, he says, won't get
usinside the arena where ceremony formal-
ities would take place. So, we stand on the
sidewalks and watch the parade.

The ordeal has just begun. We sit on the
sidewalk and open our laptops to begin writ-
ing when the heavens open. If at all there was
a ceremony where you wanted to be pro-
tected by elements, it was this one.

A colleague is better prepared than I am
— he has an umbrella.

Three grown men stand under that one
medium-sized umbrella. Drenched. But pro-
tecting their laptops. For those who think this
isaglamorous gig. ..

Paris 2024 chief Tony Estanguet said this edition broke the record for the most marriage proposals ever at an Olympics. Reuters

2 JULY
Saturday
MISSING THE BUS

Reach ‘home’ from the opening
ceremony at 2 am. The train to
Chateauroux, roughly 300 km away,
at 5.20. Decide to take a power nap.
Bad idea. Wake up late, taxi is late.

The Olympics are like a
marathon. But this one starts witha
sprint. At Chateauroux, | hop into a »
cafe for an early morning cuppa, and

guess what. The bus to the range is 4
about to leave. Another sprint, leav- ‘*

ing a trail of spilled coffee along the r
way, to the bus station. Too late, “4 ¢
though. I walk back to the cafe, grab e

a croissant, and wait again.

At the range, the Indian shoot- wy
ers miss the bus too. A feeling of oy o
dread returns: Will this be Tokyo -
all over again? iane
—
3 JULY e N "
Tuesday
r
THE HUMBLE "
LEGENDS 3

Manu Bhaker does
something even Manu
Bhaker hasn’t imagined
in her wildest dreams
— win two Olympic
medals. Yet, the 22-
year-old who was
scapegoated and

singled out for the Tokyo debacle doesn't go
to town with her celebrations.

‘Can we call you anicon of Indian shoot-
ing’, sheis asked. “I don’t know,” Manu says.
She just wants to shoot. The icon and leg-
end status, she says, aren’t for her.

Outside the venue, her coach Jaspal Rana

— also vilified, ostracised and saw his repu-

tation tarnished post Tokyo — stands in the

bright harsh sun of Chateauroux. Rana has

been on a spree of quotable quotes this af-
ternoon.

Someone tells him to stand in the
shade. Pat comes his reply, with a smirk:
“Chaav mein toh apne he maarte hai. (Only
our own stab in the dark).”

A week later, PR Sreejesh is asked the
same question as Manu.

Coach Craig Fulton reveals a secret. “In
training, he talks to himself and goes, ‘Great
save, Sree! Great save, Sree! Evenifitisn'ta
great save, ‘Great save, Sree!”

The hockey goalkeeper, who retires with
a second Olympic bronze around his neck, is
too polite to praise himself. Next to him is
Harmanpreet Singh, who gets a little emo-
tions. “We love you, bro,” the India captain
tells him. “You'll always stay here,” Harman
adds, pointing to the heart.

Later in the night, it is Neeraj Chopra’s
turn to get asked about his growing status.
Chopra translates the question, asked in
Hindi, for a global audience. He goes some-
thing like, “You are a legend in India...”
Pauses, and tells the moderator, “I am not
calling myself legend, by the way.”

He smiles, embarrassed.

0 AUGUST
Saturday
THE GOLDEN QUESTION

On the way to the hockey quarterfinal. It's
a chilly morning and of all days, they decide
to provide an air-conditioned bus (most
other buses, and even trains, aren’t air-con-
ditioned, which makes travelling on them a
nightmare on hot days).

Only three of us are on the bus for 45 peo-
ple. Bump into a Canadian journalist. Polite
conversation ensues and then he asks the
awkward question. “So,” he says, “do you
think there’s a gold anywhere for India?”

Yes, I think. In making excuses for not
winning a gold medal. “Sure,” I say. “Wait for

Nikhat Zareen exited with a Round of
16 0-51oss to China’s Wu Yu. PTI

a couple of days.”

The chilly morning has turned into an
excruciatingly hot day. So hot that the cover
of my laptop gets deformed. I put on my
sunglasses and bucket hat. The English jour-
nalist next to me looks amused. "Some
cream and a drink with umbrellas, too,
maybe?" he banters.

Seventy minutes later, I turn to him.
"Some tissues, maybe?"

The question of a gold, though, doesn't
stop following,.

At the athletics a few days later, we wait
for the Ukrainian high jumpers in the mixed
zone. Awell-travelled American writer who
spent weeks in Patiala and Panipat before the
Olympics breaks the ice: “Do you think it'll
happen?” ‘It’ meaning a gold medal.

The confidence has plummeted by now. A
German tries to change the topic. “This thing
about 2036, do you think India cando it?”

It’s not easy being an Indian at the
Olympics.

0 AUGUST
Wednesday

THE CRY-LYMPICS

Nothing stirs up emotions like an
Olympics. Everyone cries. Sifan Hasan tears
up after winning the marathon. Hardik Singh
sobs after losing the hockey semifinal. Nikhat
Zareen'’s eyes gored as she rues her bad luck.

But nothing prepares the Indian contin-
gent for this morning. The day begins by
planning coverage for the evening when
Vinesh Phogat would heroically stand on the
podium. Within seconds, that plan is thrown
out of the window.

Vinesh is 100 grams over. DQ-ed from
competition. A punchin the guts. The Indian
contingent goes into mourning.

At night, Mirabai Chanu exits the
Olympics shocked and in tears, too. A medal
favourite, she leaves in fourth place.

The most brutal for India at these, or any,
Olympics.

'I AUGUST
Sunday

CITYOFLOVE, LOST & FOUND?

Stumble into an Indian fan on the way to
astadium. The story goes something like this:
Three hours before Neeraj’s final, the person
makes an impromptu decision to watch it
from the stands. But it wasn’t to be — the
ticket window at Stade de France was shut
minutes ago.

Avolunteer tells the fan to stand near the
gate where athletes exit from. There, in the
scrum the person spots a familiar face — turns
out that 22 years ago, the two dated each
other. And of all places, they bump into each
other here; in the mad scrum to spot Neera.

In the city of love, a case of love lost and
found?

Why Padukone is justified in his blunt assessment of Sen’s medal miss

SHIVANINAIK

THERE ARE many ways to interpret Prakash
Padukone's blunt assessment of the perform-
ance of Indian athletes, though his focus was on
badminton returning with no medals. But the
one man who this was meant for later stated
he was “determined to reflect on what went
wrong and where I need toimprove.” Lakshya
Sen knew the bronze was there for the taking,
but he couldn't nail it down. He will know it
was an opportunity missed.

Shuttlers aren't fond of theatrics and pub-
lic meltdowns, be it while splitting with
coaches orwhen coaches lay out the facts, post
failures. You will not get a “you are still a win-
ner” platitude from Padukone, Vimal Kumar
or Pullela Gopichand, because they are in-
vested in getting the shuttlers to win interna-
tionally - planning, plotting and scything
through difficult playing fields. They neither
mince words, nor sugarcoat what needs to be
done todust up from defeats and start the grind
again. It's why India had three medals from

three Olympics and 10 straight World
Championship medals since 2011.

Missing a medal at the 2024 Olympics, de-
spite receiving the best financial and coaching
support, will sting at least till the next Olympic
medal is secured. Satwik-Chirag and Sen are
bona-fide successes on the international cir-
cuit and will carry forward their ambitions,and
the likes of Priyanshu Rajawat and Treesa Jolly-
Gayatri Gopichand will need to step up in the
next Olympic cycle.

But Padukone's disappointment and ur-
gency in hauling up Sen, soon after his bronze
playoffloss, needs tobe understood inalarger
context. The men's singles circuit is highly
competitive and will remain extremely tough
to crackevenin comingyears. HS Prannoy was
the only Indian singles male to win a Super 500
level title in the last two years.

Sen was tending to myriad injuries and not
in form for most part. His defensive game style
is dazzlingly gritty, but so bruising and brutal
on hisbody that he cannot be expected tobea
year-round workhorse. One nasty back/shoul-
derinjury canset himback by years. His fitness

Missing a medal despite receiving the
best financial and coaching support,
will sting Lakshya Sen. P11

just won't permit a round-the-year calendar.
Senwill need to prioritise Olympics over mind-
less pursuit of Tour titles and ranking points,
just like PV Sindhu in her early years.

He did well to reach the Olympics semifi-
nals. An opportunity to fight for bronze isn'ta
guarantee at Los Angeles in a sport like bad-
minton, where 70 percent of the top names
inboth singles, were nursing niggles, or felled
by fitness at Paris. Carolina Marin had recov-
ered and re-emerged, but still went out in
tears to injury on the brink of the final. Tai Tzu-
Yingjust couldn't move in her final effort. The
male Chinese and Indonesians, in the 23-to-29
age bracket, were soundly thrashed. Sowhen
you earn the chance to gun for bronze and are
atyour fittest like Sen was, a game and 8-3 up
too, but still flub the opportunity due to nerves,
your straight-shooting coach isn't going to
mollycoddle.

With badminton and its bustling Top 15,
you just can't sit back, tell yourself you are still
young, fit and raring, with time on hand, and
project a hopeful medal four years from now.
Coaches seethed in Paris, because they pretty
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much know 24x7, 365 days, 4 years, how
tough medalling is. There's areason they don't
waste time penning inane inspirational scrib-
bles on social media and instead honestly
parse through what went wrong. For Satwik-
Chirag and Sen, this was a sucker punch.

Padukone is a legend who slogged with-
out any support, in times when there was
none on offer, to win his All England in 1980,
before he got roundly criticised for chiding
Sen,a player whom he had talent-scouted and
singled out for perhaps the biggest funding
made available to anyone who was in Paris,
for the last 12 years.

Sen's coach Vimal Kumar had stood on the
court for high-intensity multi-feed shuttle ses-
sions till age 60. One of the sharpest feeders,
the ace coach had plotted gameplans forevery
Olympic and All England upset Sen has scored.

And Gopichand got India the first two
Olympic podiums, besides multiple World
Championship medals, both with 6 am ses-
sions, and analysing on the spot opponents,
barking out pinpoint instructions in competi-
tion crucibles that helped Saina Nehwal,

Sindhu, Kidambi Srikanth, Sai Praneeth and
Prannoy nail down wins. Even double Olympic
champion Viktor Axelsen was brought down
at the 2023 Worlds for Prannoy's medal with
Gopichand plotting. Players will acknowledge
his timely interventions that nick a point in
sticky 17-17 kind of situations. And nail down
career-defining medals.

Gopi missed his own, hence knows how
much it hurts when you can't win the podium
knockouts. Badminton medals have always
needed strong tactical backroom work. These
coaches know what they're doing,and are also
aware of the difference between a medal and
anon-medal.

The same is true for players. Olympic
medals matter to athletes. They are the
stamps of recognition tattooed onto their
identity, which nobody can take away. This
explains Neeraj Chopra's disappointment at
missing the gold and Padukone's outburst
after Sen's loss in the bronze-medal playoff.
Sen might see a lifetime of opportunities
ahead of him in his young life, Padukone
knows fate can be fickle.
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AFTER SUCCESSFULLY playing
host to a challenging Olympic
games in Paris, the torch has now
been passed to Hollywood as the
buildup to LA 2028 kicks off,
which was the overwhelming
theme of the closing ceremony,
that went into the early hours of
Monday.

HOLLYWOOD MOVIE star Tom
Cruise (right) repelled from the
roof of the Stade de France - the
country's national stadium - and
received the Olympic flag from
Simone Biles and LA mayor Karen
Bass (above) before a video of the
Hollywood sign turning into the
Olympic rings was show. The full
Hollywood touch.

EARLIER, TO araucous reception,
newly annointed local hero,
swimmer Leon Marchand (left),
blew out the Olympic torch in
front of an adoring audience.

Wow moments

THE MOST eye-catching performer
at the closing ceremony was the
Golden Voyager. The masked man
was said to be from the time when
there were no Olympics games.
According to those who had
conceptualised the show, the
sparkling voyager was inspired by
the Spirit of the Bastille. There were
shades of the ancient bronze statue
shaped by Auguste Dumont in 1836

in the golden voyager.

ANOTHER JAW-DROPPING sight
was that of the vertical piano
performances by Swiss pianist
Alain Roche. He performed a new
version of Gabriel Fauré’s Hymne
a Apollo. After his performance,
Roche would tell Classic FM: “It’s
so special to be in the middle of
all this energy;, all this adrenaline
...in a stadium with 70,000
people...Ilaunched the ‘vertical
piano’ project 11 years ago,
because I was trying to challenge
expectations, to reverse the way
things are seen.”

Pics: Reuters

LONG-DISTANCE LEGEND

Super Sifan, a
heroin more
ways than one

Despite challenging Olympics marathon course,
the Flowing Dutchwoman did not flinch even once

NIHALKOSHIE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 12

DURING HER first few weeks as a teenage
asylum seeker in Zuidlaren in The
Netherlands, a 15-year-old Sifan Hassan
broke down many times. She's never shared
details of why she left home, Adama in
Ethiopia, as a refugee. She once used an anal-
ogy to describe her desolation when she
reached the new country. "I was a flower that
got no sun,” Hassan told Dutch newspaper
de Volkskrant.

A move to Eindhoven to pursue a course
in nursing made her feel better. There she
met fellow Ethiopians, trainees at the
Eindhoven Atletiek club. The girl with failing
arms started to blossom as an athlete once
taken under the wings by coaches. The
Dutchwoman is now the brightest tulip in
the field of the greatest distance runners.

On Sunday morning, Sifan capped a re-
markable Olympic Games by winning gold
in the women's marathon, to add to bronze
medals in the 5,000 metres and the 10,000
metres. The last time any man or woman
won medals in these three events was in
1952. Emil Zatopek was called the Human
Locomotive after the Helsinki Olympics.

Sifan needs a worthy sobriquet but that
may take a while as the world is still wrap-
ping its head around the scale of her achieve-
ments.

She is also the first woman to win
Olympic gold in the marathon, the 5,000 me-
tres and the 10,000 metres, the last two wins
coming in Tokyo three years ago, where she
also finished third in the 1,500 metres. Six
Olympic medalsin all.

Winning the marathon this Sunday was
special. There was a thrilling sprint finish.
Remarkably Sifan, at 31, despite more race
kilometres clocked than any other athlete at
these Olympic Games, did produce the kick
which her competitors feared she would af-
ter being challenged on the toughest
marathon course with three steep uphill
points.

Runners who did a dry run of the course
concluded that it was tougher than the
toughest; New York and Boston. Alegend had
looked human the previous day in the men's
marathon.

Eliud Kipchoge, one of the greatest, did
not finish a race for the first time ever. The
two-time Olympic gold-medal winner called
Paris his 'worst marathon'. He's done with
the Olympic Games, he said.

Despite the brutal course, Sifan set an
Olympic record of two hours, 22 minutes and
fifty-five seconds.

There were three key moments that
shaped Sifan's win.

As the runners crossed the 28 kilometres
mark, Sifan fell behind the leading group by
over 50 metres when running uphill. The gap
wasn't enough to keep her at bay. Sifan
caught up as they moved to flat ground.

The next critical point was at the final
bend. With less than 300 metres to go, Sifan
tapped into her speed gained from training
for the shorter races. This was an all-out
sprint between Sifan and world record
holder Tigst Assefa of Ethiopia. A sub-2
minute 800 metre runner like Sifan, Assefa
wasn't going to roll over.

Assefa even put out her elbow at one
point and there was jostling but Sifan burst

Sifan Hassan set an Olympic record of 2
hours, 22 minutes and 55 seconds. Reuters

through to win by three seconds.

Sifan was suffering on the course but a
chance to make history kept her going.

“I have no words. Every moment in the
race I was regretting that I ran the 5000m
and 10,000m. I was telling myself if [ hadn’t
done that,  would feel great today. The mo-
ment I started to feel good at 20km, I knew
that [ wanted gold. But everybody else was
fresh and all I was thinking was: ‘When are
they going to break? They’re going to go
hard'. At the end I thought: ‘This is just a
100m sprint’. Come on, Sifan.”

The significant podium moment from
Sifan was wearing a pretty red print hijab at
the victory ceremony when the host nation
had banned its athletes from doing so at the
opening ceremony. The moment was not lost
on the world watching the Closing ceremony
at Stade de France, as she stepped up on the
podium, asserting her right to wear what-
ever she felt like, with the gorgeous confi-
dence of an Olympic champ.

Dash on the dot

Bronze medallist Kenyan Hellen Obri had
summed up why Sifan was special despite
running her first marathon only last year.

"In the end, I knew she would carry the
day because of her sprint finish. She has done
so well in the 5000m, 10,000m and 1500m
and so she was capable of winningin a sprint
finish. She is so amazing, doing track and the
marathon. So many people can’t do that but
Sifan has shown the world that she can do
that,” Orbi was quoted by the NRG Radio
website.

The first time she competed in a
marathon, London 2023, there was drama
that's oftentimes the case when Sifan is run-
ning and pushing the boundaries of human-
endurance. She was nearly run over by a mo-
torcycle when she veered across towards a
water station to hydrate. She also stopped
twice to stretch, lost time as the leading pack
surged ahead but despite mini breaks won
by four seconds. A few months later in
Chicago she won again which was followed
by a fourth-place in the Tokyo Marathon in
March this year.

Still, she could not shake off the fear of
running 42.195 kilometres. "I am scared of
the marathon,” she had said on reaching
Paris.

Worried she was, but Sifan didn't choke
or run with jelly legs. The Olympic gold is in
the bag so what next for barrier-breaking
Sifan. 400 metres? Expect the unexpected
from the craziest and bravest woman to have
worn running shoes.

Took his own life battling 1,100 entries expected for Khaitan
depression: Thorpe’s wife

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, AUGUST 12

FORMER ENGLAND cricketer Graham
Thorpe took his own life after a struggle with
depression and anxiety fuelled by his failing
health in the last two years, his wife Amanda
has revealed. The 55-year-old passed away
on August 5. Thorpe's demise was
announced by the England and
Wiales Cricket Board and now his
wife has revealed in an interview to
former England captain Michael
Atherton that he had a long mental
and physical battle with himself be-
fore he took his own life.

"Despite having a wife and two daugh-
ters whom he loved and who loved him, he
did not get better,” Thorpe's wife was quoted
as saying by The Times. "He was so unwell in
recent times and he really did believe that
we would be better off without him and we
are devastated that he acted on that and took
his own life." A ceremony was held before
the start of a match between the Farnham
Cricket Club and the Chipstead Cricket Club
last Saturday in memory of Thorpe, which
was attended by his wife and their daugh-

ters Kitty (22) and Emma (19).

"For the past couple of years, Graham had
been suffering from major depression and
anxiety. This led him to make a serious at-
tempt on his life in May 2022, which resulted
ina prolonged stay in an intensive care unit,"
she said. His wife revealed that despite his
work assignments, Thorpe continued to suf-
fer. "Despite glimpses of hope and of the old
Graham, he continued to suffer
from depression and anxiety,
which at times got very severe. We
supported him as a family and he
tried many, many treatments but
unfortunately none of them really
seemed to work,” she said.

The report added that the fam-
ily is now considering starting a foundation
in his name. Thorpe's daughter Kitty said he
was "not the same person" after a point and
that he "could not see a way out".

"He had loved life and he loved us but he
just couldn't see a way out. It was heartbreak-
ing to see how withdrawn he had become,"
she said.

"[t was strange to see this person trapped
in the body of Dad. That's why we've been so
happy that the many reflections have been
about his life before this illness took over.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PANCHKULA, AUGUST 12

THE 31ST edition of the Smt Krishna Khaitan
Memorial All India Junior Ranking
Badminton Prize Money tournament will be
held at Tau Devi Lal Sports Complex, Sector 3,
Panchkula, from September 12-19.

The tournament, being organised by
Express Shuttle Club Trust under the aegis of
Haryana Badminton Association, will be one
of the junior ranking tournaments in the
Badminton Association of India (BAI) calen-
dar this year.

“We are expecting more than 1,100 en-
tries for the 31st edition of the Smt Krishna
Khaitan Memorial All India Junior Ranking
Badminton Prize Money tournament this
year. It will offer important ranking points to
U-19 players and some of the top junior play-
ers on the domestic calendar are expected to
feature in this year’s tournament,” said com-
petition director Sanjiv Sachdeva.

Last year, more than 1,150 entries were
received for the tournament. This year's tour-
nament will see players competing in U-19
categories in boys' and girls' singles’ as well
as boys', girls' and mixed doubles. The tour-
nament will carry a total prize money of Rs
four lakh with quarter-finalists in boys’ sin-
gles and girls’ singles also getting a share.

The tournament will be held at the at Tau Devi Lal Sports Complex in Panchkula. File

Players born on or after January 1, 2006
are eligible to compete in the tournament
and entries will be accepted till August 21.
The qualification rounds will be held from
September 12-15 with main draw matches
from September 16-19.

“The tournament will be played under
the aegis of Badminton Association of India
(BAI) and BAI-approved referees and judges
will be present during the tournament.
Players competing in doubles categories
from different states are required to have No-

badminton

Objection Certificates (NOC) from respective
state associations. Players are required to
strictly adhere to age guidelines as per BAI
stipulations.

The first main draw and qualifying list
will be published on August 28 following
which players can contact state units to in-
form in case there is any omission,” said
Sachdeva, who has been the chief coach of
the Indian junior team in the past and is a
member of BAI's selection committee.,

Last year, Haryana youngster Anmol
Kharb had won the girls’ U-19 title beating
Tanvi Sharma of Punjab in the final. Pranauv
Ram of Telangana had won the boys’ U-19 ti-
tle after his opponent Lalthazuala of
Mizoram withdrew midway into the match.

London 2012 bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal had won the girls' singles title in
2005 while double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu did so in 2010.

“For the last 31 years, the tournament has
been providing junior shuttlers a platform to
showcase their talent at the national level
and past winners include Saina Nehwal and
PV Sindhu, apart from many other interna-
tional winners. The tournament will be
played on 10 wooden courts and more than
20 BAI-certified judges and officials will be
conducting it. There will also be a BAI ob-
server during the tournament,” said
Sachdeva.
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