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ONE WEEK OF HISTORY

‘Students brought her down because they felt stifled...
but when Mujib’s statues were destroyed, we cried’

On the streets of Dhaka as regime changes: Protesters
manage traffic, anti-Hasina writing on the wall

fe EXPRESS

|§ INDHAKA

SHUBHAJIT ROY
AUGUST 11

UNTIL EXACTLY a week ago,
Obhik, 19, was among the stu-

] e |

dents who hit the streets in
protest against the then Sheikh
Hasina government. Today, he is
back on theroad — thistimeasa
student volunteer, supervising
the traffic in the busy Shahbag
area, next to the Dhaka
University campus.

Ifaweekis along timein pol-
itics, the last seven days in Dhaka
mark a veritable change of era.

Stunning speed has marked

Shooter Manu Bhaker and hockey goalkeeper PR Sreejesh
ahead of the closing ceremony of the 2024 Summer

Olympics, in Paris on Sunday. P11

MORE REPORTS, P 17,18

Paris leaves India
with a few smiles —
and many red flags

EXPRESS AT
OLYMPICS

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, AUGUST 11

HIROAKI OTA, a Japanese psychi-
atrist, called it “Paris Syndrome”.
The state of being where tourists
come to Paris with lofty hopes,
expecting it to be a picture of
perfection, but leave under-
whelmed.

Three weeks ago, India’s ath-

letes didn’t land on these shores
as tourists. But they will still re-
turn with a lingering sense of
disappointment.

The country’s Paris Olympics
campaign ended with six
medals — one silver and five
bronze. There could be another,
with an asterisk, as the Court of
Arbitration for Sport is yet to pro-
nounce its verdict in Vinesh
Phogat’s plea for a silver. But
there were also six agonising
fourth-place finishes, more than
ever, to mark the bitter-sweet
campaign that ebbed as the
Games progressed.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

the regime change: from Sheikh
Hasinaleaving the country toan
interim government being put
in place under Nobel Laureate
Muhammad Yunus — to a new
Chief Justice being sworn in
Sunday.

“We got rid of the govern-
ment, now we will have to take
up the responsibilities. My feet
hurt but itis our responsibility to
serve the people,” says the sec-

Student volunteers manage the traffic at the Shahbag
junction in Dhaka on Sunday. Shubhajit Roy MORE REPORTS, P12

NEW HINDENBURG REPORT

Sebi backs chief Buch:
Disclosed, recused

on conflict of interest

Investment made in 2015... we were
private citizens: Madhabi, husband

HITESHVYAS
& GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, AUGUST 11

ADAY AFTER the US-based short-
seller Hindenburg Research
made a series of allegations
against Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, Sebi came
outin Buch’s defence and said the
regulator has adequate internal
mechanisms to address issues re-
lated to conflict of interest, which
include disclosure framework
and provision for recusal.
Relevant disclosures required
in terms of holdings of securities
and their transfers have been
made by the Chairperson from
time to time, SEBI said on
Sunday. “Chairperson has also
recused herself in matters in-

Sebi chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch. File

volving potential conflicts of in-
terest,” the regulator said, back-
ingits Chairperson and advising
investors to remain calm and ex-
ercise due diligence.
The SEBI press statement
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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As Buch digs
heels in, key
query: Did she
disclose fund
linked to Adani?

SANDEEP SINGH,
RITUSARIN &
PVAIDYANATHANIYER
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, AUG 11

AS SEBI chief
Madhabi Puri
Buch digs her
@ | heels in with
solid backing by
the market regu-
lator, former chairpersons and
board members of SEBI The
Indian Express spoke with said
two specific aspects merit atten-
tion in this case: i) did she make
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

EXPLAINED

Opp wants Buch to quit, JPC probe;
bid to create economic chaos: BJP

Allegations very
serious, SEBI integrity
compromised: Rahul

VIKAS PATHAK
& ARUN JANARDHANAN
NEW DELHI,CHENNAI,AUG 1

THE ALLEGATIONS levelled by
US-based Hindenburg Research
against SEBI chairperson
Madhabi Buch triggered a polit-
ical firestorm Sunday. While

Cong chief Mallikarjun
Kharge; BJP’s Tamil Nadu
unit president K Annamalai

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and the CPM called for
Buch's resignation, and the

Congress and the TMC
demanded a JPC probe into the
allegations, the BJP dismissed
the charges and accused the
Opposition of using its “connec-
tions abroad” to create
“economic chaos”.

At the same time, BJP's Tamil
Nadu president K Annamalai
took a more nuanced line, call-
ing for a thorough probe and
promising action if any wrong-
doing was found but asserting
that Hindenburg had made

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Dabbu, Rudra & a mango: How a children’s scuffle

ond-year student of architecture,
who suffered a fracture in his
right arm facing lathicharge and
teargas when he was on the
other side of the picket lines.
Itis the first day of the work-
ing week and roads are busy.
Obhik says he's been on traffic
duty since 11 am, and was at his
post till evening despite adrizzle.
Facing the wrath of the people
for siding with the government
and shooting at protesters, the po-
lice are not turning up for work.
Last Sunday, more than 100
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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party that can carry
everyone along. It’s
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Day after J&K gunfight:
Injured civilian dies,
forces widen search ops

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 11

ONE OF the two civilians
wounded in an encounter be-
tween security forces and mili-
tants in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district on Saturday
succumbed to his injuries on
Sunday, police said.

Two soldiers, identified as
Havildar Deepak Kumar Yadav
and Lance Naik Praveen Sharma,
were killed on Saturday in the en-

counter that broke out after ajoint
team of the Jammu and Kashmir
Police and the Army launched a
search operation in the mountain-
ous forests of the Ahlan Gadole
area of Kokernagin Anantnag,. The
civilian who died Sunday was
identified as Abdul Rashid Dar.
The security forces’ operation
against the militants continued
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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THOUSANDS FORCED
TO LEAVE SOUTH
GAZA AS ISRAEL
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NUTRITION ACROSS
THE LIFESPAN

Dr Shweta Khandelwal
Zenior Advisor, Mutrition, JHPIEGD

NUTRITION FOR OBESITY

Anita Jatana

Consultant Dietetics,
Apollo Hospital, Delhi

SPORTS NUTRITION

Namratha Pramod
Certified Sports Nutritionist, SAl

NUTRITION IN THE
DIGITAL AGE

Tanvi Gulati
Nutritionist, Eatsmart

Ishi Khosla

Clinical Nutritionist & Author

Ritika Samaddar
Chief Dietitian, Max Healthcare

FOODS FOR IMPROVED

for 40 yrs

sulting in a murder case that

turned into murder case that dragged on

PAGE 1 *

ANCHOR

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
& MANISH SAHU
NEW DELHI, GONDA, AUGUST 11

DABBU HAD SPOTTED the
mango, Rudra said it was his. On
ahot April day backin 1984, two
friends fought over the fallen
mango near a field in Lorhiya
Ghata village in Uttar Pradesh’s
Gonda district. The fruit would
go on to extract a steep price, re-

Rudra Pratap Singh stands near the mango tree where the fight broke out in 1984; (right) Brijesh
Singh alias Dabbu at his home in Lorhiya Ghata village in UP’s Gonda. Vishal Srivastav

epaper.indianexpressi:com B | .

would drag on for 40 years and
traverse the length of the Indian
judiciary, from the lowest court
all the way up to the Supreme
Court.

On July 24, the Supreme
Court converted the conviction
of murder in the case to the less
stringent culpable homicide. But
by the time the ruling came, two
of the accused — Rudra Pratap
Singh'’s father Ayodhya Singh
and uncle Lalji Singh — had al-
ready been dead for some years
and the relationship between

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Sebi: Buch disclosed, recused on conflict of interest

came soon after Buch and her
husband Dhaval Buchissued their
second statement within a gap of
24 hours. In their second state-
mentissued on Sunday, they said
their investment in the offshore
funds, mentioned by Hindenburg
Research in its latest allegations,
were made in 2015 when they
both were ‘private citizens’ living
inSingapore. The investment was
made almost 2 years before she
joined Sebi as a Whole-Time
Member, it said.

The SEBI statement backing
heris significant since the market
regulator’s board has Economic
Affairs Secretary Ajay Seth,
Secretary of the Ministry
Corporate Affairs Manoj Govil and
RBI Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao as members, be-
sides four Whole-Time Directors.
Major decisions of the Sebi are de-
cided in the board meetings.

The market regulator also ad-
vised investors to remain “calm
and exercise due diligence” before
reacting to such reports. “Investors
should remain calm and exercise
due diligence before reacting to
such reports. Investors may also
like to take note of the disclaimer
inthereport that states that read-
ers should assume that
Hindenburg Research may have
short positions in the securities
covered in the report,” Sebi said.

On Saturday, the US-based
HindenburgResearch,inaposton
X (formerly Twitter) alleged that
Madhabi Puri Buch and her hus-
band had stakes in obscure off-
shore funds used in the Adani

money siphoning scandal. The
short-seller alleged that the cou-
ple invested in Global Dynamic
Opportunities Fund (GDOF), in
which Vinod Adani, brother of
Gautam Adani, had invested.

SEBI, over the years, has built
a robust regulatory framework
that not only aligns with best
global practices but also ensures
protection of investors, the regula-
tor said. “The allegations made by
HindenburgResearch, against the
Adani Group, have been duly in-
vestigated by SEBI,” it said.

“Supreme Courtinits order of
January 3, 2024 noted that SEBI
had completed 22 out of 24 inves-
tigations into the Adani group.
Subsequently, one more investi-
gation was completed in March
2024, and one remaining investi-
gationis close to completion,” the
regulator said.

During the ongoing investiga-
tionin this matter, more than 100
summons, around 1,100 letters
and emails have been issued to
seek information. “Further, more
than 100 communications have
been made seeking assistance
from domestic/foreign regulators
and external agencies. Also more
than 300 documents containing
around 12,000 pages have been
examined,” it said.

On the show-cause notice is-
sued to Hindenburg, Sebi said it
has been issued by following the
due process of the law. “Itis noted
that Hindenburg Research hasiit-
self made the show cause notice
issued to it available on its web-
site. The show cause notice con-

¢ Anantnag gunfight

on Sunday, with police saying
searches were underway in the
upper reaches of Kokernag. They
said any concrete information
about the militants would only be
given after the operation comes
to an end. “The search operation
was going on when the security
forces saw movement of one for-
eign terrorist. There was exchange
of fire, and during this operation,
two security force personnel were
critically injured and later attained
martyrdom. One more soldier
wasinjured, and heis stable,” said
Virdhi Kumar Birdi, Inspector
General of Police (IGP), Kashmir.
“There were some other peo-
ple who came under fire during
the exchange. A civilian who was

stable,” he said.

The search operations by the
J&K Police and the Army, which
were intensified on Sunday, were
taking place in the dense Ahlan
forests that connect the Kashmir
Valley to Jammu division.

The IGP said the militants
were likely “a group of three-four
men. Once the operation con-
cludes, we can share some con-
crete information”.

Police said they are also inves-
tigating the antecedents of the
civilians killed and injured in
Saturday’s exchange of fire.
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tains the reasons for its issuance.
The proceedingsin this matter are
ongoing and the same is being
dealtwithinaccordance with the
established procedure and in
compliance with the principles of
natural justice,” it said.

On the allegations that REIT
regulations benefited alarge “con-
glomerate”, Sebi said regulations
are notified after approval of the
SEBI Board. “As a measure of
transparency, the agenda papers
for Board meetings and outcomes
of Board discussions are also pub-
lished on SEBI website. Hence,
claims that such regulations,
changes toregulations or circulars
issued related to REITs were to
favour one large multinational fi-
nancial conglomerate, are inap-
propriate,” it said.

In their Sunday’s statement,
Madhabiand her husband Dhaval
Buch said, “The decision to invest
in this fund was because the Chief
Investment Officer, Anil Ahuja, is
Dhaval’s childhood friend from
school and IIT Delhi and, being an
ex-employee of Citibank, ].P.
Morgan and 3i Group plc, had
many decades of a strong invest-
ing career. The fact that these were
the drivers of the investment de-
cisionis borne out by the fact that
when, in 2018, Ahuja, left his posi-
tion as CIO of the fund, we re-
deemed the investment in that
fund.”

Ports-to-energy conglomer-
ate, Adani group, in a statement
said that the latest allegations by
Hindenburg are malicious, mis-
chievous and manipulative selec-

“baseless” charges earlier too.

Rahul Gandhi said SEBI's in-
tegrity has been compromised by
the allegations against Buch.
“Honest investors across the
country have pressing questions
for the government: Why hasn’t
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch resigned yet... if investors
lose their hard-earned money,
who will be held accountable --
PM Modi, the SEBI Chairperson, or
Gautam Adani... Inlight of the new
and very serious allegations that
have surfaced, will the Supreme
Court look into this matter suo
motu once again?” he said.

“It is now abundantly clear
why Prime Minister Modi is so
afraid of a JPC probe and what it
might reveal,” he said.

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge demanded aJPC probe on
the issue. “SEBI had previously
cleared Adani, a close associate of
PM Modi, before the Supreme
Courtfollowing the January 2023
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I,Naresh Kumar,s/o Ajit
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I, Arun Lata W/o Sh. Naresh
Kumar Verma R/0 B-113, Rail
Kunj, Sector-3, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201012 do
hereby solemnly inform thatin
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as Arun Lata, in my passport my
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Lata in future.
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tions of publicly available infor-
mation toarrive at predetermined
conclusions for personal profiteer-
ing with wanton disregard for
facts and the law.

“We completely reject these
allegations against the Adani
Group whicharearecycling of dis-
credited claims that have been
thoroughly investigated, proven
to be baseless and already dis-
missed by the Honorable
Supreme Court in March 2023,”
Adani group said ina clarification.

360 0ne (earlier India Infoline)
in a statement issued on Sunday
said that throughout the fund's
tenure, IPE-Plus Fund 1 made zero
investments in any shares of the
Adani group either directly or in-
directly through any fund. At its
peak, the fund's Assets Under
Management (AUM)reached ap-
proximately USD 48 million, with
over 90 percent of the fund con-
sistently invested in bonds.

GDOF invested in IPE-Plus
Fund 1,a small offshore Mauritius
Fund, managed by wealth man-
agement firm India Infoline (now
360 ONEWAM).The founder and
chief investment officer (CIO) of
IPE-Plus Fund was Anil Ahuja,
who was also a director of Adani
Enterprises, the flagship company
of the Adani group, where he
served three terms spanning nine
years ending in June 2017
According to Hindenburg, Vinod
Adani used the offshore fund to
invest in Indian markets with
funds allegedly siphoned from
over invoicing of power equip-
ment to the Adani Group.

e Opp wants JPC probe, Buch to quit

critically injured has succumbed
to his injuries. The other civilian
(who was also injured) is under- |
going treatment and is relatively |

Hindenburg Report revelations.
However, new allegations have
surfaced regarding a quid-pro-
quo involving the SEBI Chief. The
small & medium investors be-
longing to the Middle Class who
invest their hard-earned money
in the stock market need to be
protected, as they believe in SEBI,”
he said. Kharge said thata JPCin-
quiry is “imperative to investigate
this massive scandal. Until then,
concerns persist that PM Modi
will continue to shield his ally”.

The CPM too demanded the
resignation of Buch. “Given these
serious charges against the head
of the regulatory authority, it is
necessary that the Chairperson
step aside till a proper investiga-
tion is conducted,” the CPM said
while also calling for a JPC probe
into the “entire affair of the stock
market manipulation of shares of
the Adani group”.

Hitting back at the Opposition,
BJPleader and former Union min-
ister Rajeev Chandrashekhar dis-
missed the allegations as “a set of
innuendos and guesswork that
are being tied together with a few
grains of truth”.

Asserting thatIndia’s financial
system, “rebuilt” by Prime
Minister Modi, was strong,
Chandrashekhar said, “There
seems to be a pattern where the
Congress over the last ten years
has adopted a strategy of politics
of lies and is now seeking foreign
help to destabilize our financial
system and to create chaos in the
country by attacking the inde-
pendent regulator SEBI and by
casting aspersions on the chair-
man of SEBL..”

BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi
claimed that such allegations--be
it the BBC documentary on the
Gujarat riots or the Hindenburg
reporton the Adani Group — were
timed with Parliament sessions.
The latest report was released af-
ter Parliament was adjourned sine
die Friday. “The Opposition has
such connections abroad to cre-
ate instability and anarchy during
every Parliament session of India.
They want to create economic
chaosinIndia through confusion,”
Trivedi said.

complete disclosures to the gov-
ernmentandii)did she recuse her-
self while investigating aregulated
entity where she or her husband
had a direct or indirect interest.
The finance ministry, accord-
ing to sources in the government,
may be willing to give concessions
to her since she is not from civil
services background and well
within herrightsasa private sector
person to invest in global funds.
Former regulators are, however, of
the view that were she and her

Rahimatpur Municipal Counsil, Tal-Koregaon,Dist.-Satara
Phone No. 02163-230223, Email-rahimatpur.nagarpalikal@gmail.com

Toll Free No. 02162-230022, website:http://rahimatpurmahaulb.maharashtra.gov.in

Or Youtube.com/@VaidsiCSDethi | Ph; 9999946748

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service
M): 9212665841, 9212008155

outward No/NP/688/2024-25

E-Tender Notice For 2024-25

Rahimatpur M.C. invites e-Tender for the work of UNDERGROUND
SEWERAGE SCHEME FOR RAHIMATPUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,
TAL- KOREGAON, DIST-SATARA in the state of Maharashtra,
valued at Rs 22,87,28,086.00/- Please Visit Website www.mahatenders.gov.in

for detailed information

Kaustubh Gavhane, cheif officer, Rahimatpur Municiple council

Date- 09/08/2024

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

¢ On streets of Dhaka

people had died, mostly student
protesters. A week later, Dhaka
bears signs of the chaos of the last
weekend and the Monday that
followed, when Hasina resigned
and fled to India after ruling
Bangladesh for more than 16
years.

After the interim government,
was sworn in, the writing on the
Dhaka wall has changed. The
Metro pillars have been spray-
painted with graffiti like “Khooni
Hasina” (murderer Hasina), “we
won, oi Hasina koi geli” (Hasina,
where have you vanished).

Her father and founder of
Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, hasn't been spared ei-
ther. Right outside Dhaka's Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport, his
mural lies shattered in pieces.
Hasina’s supporters say statues
across the country have been de-
stroyed, including some in the
heart of the capital.

“She would invoke his name
atevery juncture, tojustify herac-

tions. So, there was pent-up anger
against her that made themobdo
such things,” says an official who
works at the airport.

A professor at Dhaka
University says the students' agi-
tation was used by some funda-
mentalist forces to carry out such
acts. “We also respect Bongo-
bondhu, but Sheikh Hasina’s ac-
tions made people angry. And this
Wwas a spontaneous reaction as a
release of thatanger;” says student
Arsuda, who is also manning the
traffic near the airport.

Hasina, who brought some
political stability and economic
growthinBangladesh, is hated on
the streets today for the authori-
tarian turn she took, which saw
her going after the Opposition,
civil society and the media in the
last decade of her government.

On Sunday, one of the
Opposition leaders, BNP’s
Salahuddin Ahmed, returned to
Bangladesh after nine years of liv-
ing overseas.

e Dabbu, Rudra & a mango

the two friends had changed ir-
revocably.

According to court docu-
ments, it started when
Vishwanath’s 10-year-old son
Brijesh Singh alias Dabbu spotted
the mango while playing with his
friend and neighbour Rudra, then
9, on April 19, 1984. Dabbu
claimed it was his since it was
found in his father's field.

Rudra’s complaints brought
his father Ayodhya and four oth-
ers — Man Bahadur Singh, Lalji
Singh, Bharat Singh, and Bhanu
Pratap Singh — to the field, all

Annamalai, meanwhile, called
foraninvestigation even while as-
serting that previous allegations
had been found “baseless”.
“Hindenburgis not ajournalist or
an NGO but a short selling agent
of shares... They release such re-
ports, trigger panic among in-
vestors, make preparations to cap-
italise on that crisis scenario, and
they make thousands of crores of
profit,” he said.

While asserting that the
Supreme Court had found no ba-
sis in Hindenburg’s 2023 report,
Annamalai said, “Still, | wouldn’t
say that we should just ignore it
(latestreport). The Hindenburg re-
port should be probed without
judging the false charges they
made in the past...”

Annamalai, who alleged a
larger conspiracy to hinder India’s
international rise, said SEBI offi-
cials facing charges of having off-
shore accounts should be investi-
gated. “If it is true, there will be
action for sure. Even if
Hindenburg has always been false
in their claims and reports, a re-
sponsible government will defi-
nitely probe,” he said.

Later, the TMC called for an SIT
to probe the allegations. Italsode-
manded aJPC—adeparture from
its stance on the Hindenburg re-
port last year when it had called
foraSC-monitored probe. “Before
June 2024, aJPCwould have been
futile because of how the BJP had
diminished Parliament. But this
situation is extraordinary. BJP is
clearly on the back-foot in
Parliament. We need both (SIT
and JPC),” said Derek O'Brien, the
party's leader in the Rajya Sabha.

Separately, TMC Lok Sabha MP
Mahua Moitra asked the SEBI
chairperson a set of 13 questions.
They ranged from queries about
the SEBI chief's reported invest-
ment in a fund linked to Vinod
Adani, the timeline of such stake-
holding and whether such stakes
were disclosed to SEBL

RJD MP ManojJha claimed the
economic system was rigged,
adding that corruption charges
were being obfuscated. CPI MP P
Santhosh Kumar demanded aju-
dicial inquiry into the allegations.

husband to be investors in Adani-
related global entities, it was in-
cumbent upon her to be granular
inherdisclosures. “Whatis impor-
tant to know is her conduct as a
whole time member or the chair-
person of SEBI when Adani-re-
lated complaints or investigations
came to her desk. Did she recuse
herself,” said a former SEBI head.

While SEBI, in its statement,
said the Chairperson made rele-
vantdisclosures required in terms
of holdings of securities and their
transfers from time to time and
alsorecused herself in mattersin-
volving potential conflicts of inter-
est, Madhabi Puri Buch and her
husband Dhaval Buch said, “SEBI
has strong institutional mecha-
nisms of disclosure and recusal
norms as per the code of conduct
applicable to its officers.
Accordingly, all disclosures and re-
cusals have been diligently fol-
lowed, including disclosures of all
securities held or subsequently
transferred.”

armed with lathis. Their loud ad-
monition of his son Dabbu drew
the attention of Vishwanath, who
was threshing wheat nearby. It
was then that the situation took a
turn for worse. “The aforesaid ac-
cused thereupon started beating
Vishwanath Singh with lathis,” a
court document says.
Vishwanath later died on the
way to hospital. On April 4, 1986,
a trial court in Gonda sentenced
all five accused to life in jail.
Although the accused appealedin
Allahabad HC that same year, the
case progressed at a glacial pace.

e Paris Olympics

Every medal had a story. It
elicited contrasting emotions but
did one thing: raise the bar for
India’s athletes.

In the warm and sunny city of
Chateauroux, shooter Manu
Bhaker showed it is possible to
win not one but two medalsina
single campaign. With some luck,
it could have been an unprece-
dented hat-trick.

About 300 km away in Paris,
Neeraj Chopra soared again and
took India to newer territories: fol-
lowing up on the Tokyo gold with
a silver here. But the country’s
greatest living Olympian, at war
with his own body, looked tor-
mented that he couldn't throw
the javelin any longer.

The focus, however, willbe on
the lessons from each medal that
was lost.

The first, coming from two of
India’'s biggest legends Prakash
Padukone and Abhinav Bindra,
was: spend, but wisely.

As The Indian Express reported
before the Olympics, the
Government spentRs 72 crore un-
der the Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS) during the three-
year Olympic cycle from Tokyo in
Covid-hit 2021 to Paris.

That money was spenton cus-
tomised training programmes,
with the athletes getting almost
everything they wanted -- froma
big entourage to specialised
coaches to hi-tech equipment.

Last week, Padukone urged
the Government — the biggest
spender — and the federations to
be a “little firm” with those who
don’t deliver. He also demanded
the players “cannot keep asking
for more and more and more”.

On Saturday, Bindra, who has
experienced the era when funds
didn't flow so smoothly, said the
Olympics aren't a “vending ma-
chine” and that the players “can’t
be wrapped in cotton wool”. “We
need tounderstand thatmoney is
only going tobe an enabler. Money
is not going to get you medals,”
Bindra told The Indian Express. “It
is blood, sweat and tears, hard
work and resilience shownonthe
field of play, which will get you
there. And hunger is a very, very

Another former SEBI chief said
though he did not have full knowl-
edge about her investments and
disclosures to the SEBI board, avail-
able informationin publicdomain
suggested her time in SEBI since
2017 overlaps with the market
regulator’s probe into 13 offshore
entities which held stake in Adani
Group companies. “It is not clear
from the statement by Madhabi
Puri Buch and her husband Dhaval
Buch and that of SEBI if she re-
cused herself from the Adani
Group investigations,” he said.

Aformer bureaucrat who was
a government nominee on the
board of SEBI said there has been
an instance in the past when the
chairperson recused himself over
what could be construed as con-
flict of interest. “CB Bhaverecused
himself when the issue of NSDL’s
(of which he was the Managing
Director) lack of oversight over a
depository participant was being
discussed by the SEBI board. In fact,
there was a government order to

“After crushing dissent for so
many years, people thought that
she was invincible. But the stu-
dents brought her down as they
felt stifled. The youth wing of the
Awami League was unleashed on
the student protesters, including
girl students who were manhan-
dled,” says Tasnim Siddiqui, a pro-
fessorof political science at Dhaka
University.

The assault of the young
women students was the “inflec-
tion point”, she says, asit provoked
the student protesters, bringing
them on a collision path with the
police and pro-Awami League stu-
dents’ wing. “But when (Mujib’s)
statues were destroyed, we
cried... the actions were in no-
body’s control,” Siddiqui says.

Mesbah Kamal, a professor
who taught history at Dhaka
University and is now Vice-
Chancellor of a private university,
draws parallels with the student
protests in 1969 that led to the
downfall of Pakistan’s military dic-
tator General Ayub Khan.

“Ayub Khan had carried out a

All five were released on bail soon.
By the time it came tobe heard
in 2017, Ayodhya Singh and Lalji
Singh had died. In 2022, the HC
upheld the conviction of Man
Bahadur Singh, Bharat Singh, and
Bhanu Pratap Singh —the three
accused still living. On July 24, an
SC bench of Justices Sudhanshu
Dhulia and Ahsanuddin Ama-
nullah reduced the charge to cul-
pable homicide and commuted
the sentence to seven years.
Back at Lorhiya Ghata village,
the mango tree still stands on a
patch ofland near Vishwananth'’s
fields. Dabbu and Rudra are both
over 50, with children and grand-

important aspect of it. Resources
being allocated is only a simple,
simple enabler, and you need it.”

A consensus is building that,
at an elite level, the Government
money and support is going to a
sportsperson but not the sport.
This was seen at the Paris Games,
whereinafew key sports, serious
red flags have emerged.

Consider this:

B In badminton, India re-
turned empty-handed for the first
time since the London Olympics.
A bigger concern is the empty
cupboard in women’s singles, es-
pecially since P V Sindhu -- a
medallist in the Rio and Tokyo
Olympics -- hinted that Los
Angeles 2028 might be a Games
too far for her.

M In boxing,another sport that
has fetched India medals consis-
tently, there isn’t a serious male
contender for the future. Nikhat
Zareen, done in by the luck of the
draw, remains the only bankable
face on the women’s side.

B Mirabai Chanu made a
painful exit in fourth place in her
last Olympics. For Los Angeles
2028 and beyond, thereisn’tasin-
gle new face India can turn to in
the hope of continuing her legacy
in weightlifting.

India’s participation at the
Olympics is as it is restricted to a
dozen out of the 30-plus sports.
To fall behind in these key sports
would impact participation num-
bers and hurt medal chances.

They don’t need to look far for
inspiration.

Shooting, despite back-to-
back failures, remained resilient
and drove India’s medal tally
thanks to the patient, long-term
planning by multiple agencies.
The tweaking of firearm laws led
tomass participation. That created
adeep talent pool, whichled toa
highly competitive domestic
structure that was reflected in the
selection trials. Three medals,
seven finals and three fourth-
place finishes provide a solid base
for future Games.

Hockey might have botched
up the women’s team pro-
gramme, unable to build on their
Tokyo success. But they got the
men’s team planning right. Be it,
in hindsight, the timely interven-

that effect — his recusal from the
decision-making process in the
case,” he said.

Another bureaucrat, who was
alsoon the board of SEBIin the past
said, there was a former chief of
SEBI who opened a demat ac-
countyears after histermended in
the regulatory body. “He did not
own shares of any company,” the
bureaucrat said.

Inher statement, Madhabi Puri
Buch said upon her husband’s ap-
pointment as Senior Advisor to
Blackstone Group, the company
wasimmediately added toherre-
cusal list maintained with SEBIL.
The statement does not clearly say
thatwithrespect to the global fund
inwhich she made aninvestment
in 2015, two years ahead of her ap-
pointment as SEBI's a whole time
member. The investment was re-
deemed in 2018, she said.

Former Chief Vigilance
Commissioner Pradeep Kumar
said, “The SEBI is an independent
market regulatory body and the

lot of development work in east
Pakistan, but people wanted their
right to speak and (protection of
their) human rights. Hasina, too,
had carried out several develop-
ment works but she turned very
harsh on the students. This kind
of violence against students had
not happened even during Ayub
Khan'’s time,” says Kamal.

Outside the university campus,
at the Shahbag junction, volun-
teers distribute packets of snacks
—aslice of cake,a packet of biscuits
and a bottle of water - to the stu-
dents manning the traffic.

Asthe skies turndark, they ask
the women volunteers to go
home. “It’s too risky for girls to be
out after dark, so we are asking
them to go home. They too have
been up ontheir feet and manag-
ing the traffic since morning,” says
avolunteer.

There are rows of flower shops
nearby, and the evening breeze
fills the place with their fragrance.
Ayoung couple takes a selfie —
with the flowers — before head-
ing home.

children. While they continued to
live next to each other for a few
years afterwards, their relation-
ship was never the same.
Eventually, they moved to houses
800 metres apart.

Sitting outside his house,
Dabbu, a farmer like his father,
says, “After my father was killed,
they kept pressuring us foracom-
promise but [ refused. Rudra and
his family would make snide com-
ments whenever they saw me.
They were always trying to goad
meintoafight.” Rudra denies the
allegation, instead claiming that
his father reacted in response to
Vishwanath'’s “provocations”.

tion and changing of coaches af-
ter the World Cup debacle, em-
powering the foreign coach, Craig
Fulton, and meeting his demands
-- or, be it a full-time travelling
psychologist or a trip to the Alps
days before the Olympics.

The free hand given to Fulton
allowed him to test his plans with-
out the fear of failure and, as a re-
sult, when India landed in Paris,
they could look any team in the
eye. This bronze medal, at a time
when the competition level in
men’s hockey is arguably at its
highest, will be special.

If shootingis alesson in broad-
basing grassroots and hockey
showed what canbe achievedifa
person with a plan is given full
freedom, wrestling points to how
crucial the cultural element is.

The financial assistance to
India’s youngest Olympic
medallist, 21-year-old Aman
Sehrawat, was just Rs 16 lakh
since December 2021, far less
than most Indian athletes. He
trains at Delhi's Chhatrasal, a sta-
dium that has found itselfin one
controversy and crime after an-
other. His sport suffered brutally
with national and international
tournaments drying out after
sexual harassment charges were
levelled against the then feder-
ation chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh.

But Sehrawat was in an envi-
ronment where the only thing he
would breathe, eat and sleep was
wrestling. And it was the ingenu-
ity of his coaches and the deeply
ingrained culture that keeps
churning out champions thaten-
sured wrestling’s streak of
Olympic medals continued un-
abated.

These sports — and Chopra’s
genius — made sure that even in
a poor Olympics and with disap-
pointments galore, India came
close to the Tokyo tally of seven —
one gold, two silver, four bronze.
But the contingent still finished a
lowly 71 overall, sandwiched be-
tween Lithuania and Moldova,
and 23 slots below its standing in
the Tokyo Games.

It's not what the country ex-
pected before landing here. But
then, the Paris Syndrome exists for
areason.

CVChasalimited role inits super-
vision, if atall. Thereis certainly no
superintendence of the CVC over
the SEBI, say, as it has over the CBI
and theED.”

But a former official said the
existence of a Board with mem-
bers from the Ministry of Finance
and the RBI itself was an inbuilt
oversight mechanism for the SEBI.
Added to this was the fact that its
judicial orders were scrutinized by
benches of the Securities Appellate
Tribunal.

Another former top SEBI offi-
cial recalled how, several years ago,
asthe Investigating Officer of ama-
jor stock exchange scam, he was
instructed by the Board to not
route the inquiry files through the
Chairman since some allegations
had also been made against him.
“In the present case too with alle-
gations of a conflict of interest be-
ing thrown around, the
Chairperson could and maybe
should have recused herself from
the Adani investigation,” he said.
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landscape, position us

Entry strictly through Invitation Card only

smeigel @ fore Frefolaa axge awdt & ufoafia &
FOLLOWING ITEAMS ARE STRICTLY PROHIBITED FOR THE VISITORS

Cigarettes, Bidies, Lighter

As we surge ahead with strong
momentum, we anticipate a
significant boost in revenues. Our
finely tuned strategic approaches,
tailored to the dynamic industrial

enhanced financial prospects. Built
on a solid foundation, we excel

Unlocking Possibilities.
Woving Torwvarvd,

in the current environment and
seize emerging opportunities for

a robust future. With great vigor,
we solidify our position as a key
market player, driving sustainable
revenue growth and unlocking new
possibilities.

well for

DHENU
PAINTS

KAMDHENU VENTURES LIMITED

CIN: L51909HR2019PLC089207

Regd.Office: 2" Floor, Tower-A, Building No.9, DLF Cyber City Phase-Ill, Gurugram - 122 002
Phone no.: 0124-4604500, Fax: 0124-4218524, Email: cs@kamdhenupaints.com, Website: www.kamdhenupaints.com

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30™ JUNE, 2024

(% in Lakhs except Earnings per Share)

S. Particulars Standalone , Consolidated
¥NTE, 54, ‘Qﬂ‘_ mrr#qﬁ No: Quarter Ended Year Ended | Quarter Ended | Year ended
Alcohol, Perfume, Spray, 30" June, BRI VETC I IRNITI IR 315 March,|  30™ June, I RNITT -RENECTILNITI Y 31< March,
Replica Fire Arm 2024 2024 2023 2024 2024 2024 2023 2024
Unaudited Audited  Unaudited Audited| Unaudited|  Audited| Unaudited  Audited
Total income from operations - - - -| 544569 851466/  6,167.69 29,170.90
: e : 2 Net profit/(loss) for the period (22.77) (5.24) 8.22 (31.67) 222.03 581.03 219.43 1,592.71
W, ﬁlﬁﬂﬁ{ T:.\f':[ﬁ'_tﬁﬁ&‘_{ tF\_rl_'.' ﬁ?ﬂ E'@'ﬂﬂ' GIREIES ﬁ?-f_ch_ﬂ before tax and exceptional items _
Radio, Transistor, Tape Recorder, Pager Dagger/Sword, Culling/ Sharp 3 | Net profit/(loss) for the period after (22.77) (5.24) 8.22 (31.67) 159.42 419.53 215.53 1,385.49
Pointed edged Materials, Screwdriver tax and exceptional items | _
4 Total comprehensive income/(loss) (22.77) (5.24) 8.22 (31.67) 153.49 395.92 215.49 1,361.74
for the period [comprising profit
- 8 E‘ﬂ?‘ﬂ? for the period (after tax) and other
%Fﬁ'f ?‘e?[i’ %@%‘? Higigel v, ; comprehensive income (after tax)]
y ; _ g !. i 5  Paid-up equity share capital (face 3,143.55 3,143.55 1,571.78 3,143.55 3,143.55 3,143.55 1,571.78 3,143.55
Camera, Binocular, Handicam Mobile Charger, Earphones, value of ¥ 1 each)
Power Bank 6  Earnings per share in rupees:
(Quarterly not annualised) _ ,
v, = oy Ul @ drae e Weighted average number of equity | 31,43,55,000 31,28,79,590 30,84,20,934 31,28,79,590| 31,43,55,000/ 31,28,79,590| 30,84,20,934| 31,28,79,590
= ! g : shares of ¥ 1 each
Rl firde / Redls 1, B, XY, w8, TR =1 |
: : - Basic (in?) (0.01) (0.00) 0.00 (0.01)| 0.05 0.13| 0.07 0.44
| Thermos Flask, Water Bottle, Cans Knife, Scissors, Razors, Blade, Wires ; : -
: J ’ - Diluted (in?) (0.01) (0.00) 0.00 (0.01) 0.05 0.13 0.07 0.44
Umbrella, Toy Gun/Toys

sEEm aN TE—areg,
HETEETFE

Arms & Ammunition, Fireworks,
Crackers, Explosives etc.

(0[5 1 1 e 1 S R 1

Inflammable Items, Match Box

iPads, iPods, Tablets, Pendrive

fefored sy, UH—<id HHCy, &
e, AEUTs, Suoie, UMgIsd fAre fFafEa er die arfe &
R ke Electronic Car Keys/ Remote 2
Digital Dianies, Palm-Top Computer, Control Unit g
(48

()

Place: Gurugram
Date: 10" August, 2024

afe OIS wrrared aeq foears <, df fadeder Heende & oifeel & w
Any unidentified object, if notice may be brought to the notice of nearest Security Personnel

(f) @delhipolicecfficial (%) @delhipolice (&) @delhi.police_official =) delhipoliceofficial 5 @delhipolice.gov.in

Ufeies 34, fEowil @ 2ot @ cp.sanjayarora@delhipolice.govin | fofed: qfeier 3, fooel ), diee & o 1, s, 578 feoeil o
qed fciel STerdal o feit 112 T2 Bici e fcie] Dl Foll col & feTC Bict B 14547

Full-Dress Rehearsal on 13" August 2024
PLAN YOUR ROUTE, FOLLOW

DELHI POLICE

SHANTI SEWA NYAYA

FETRTTISLT AP IETEs

Please Scan 1

T hes Ealloawing rosds wil b closad for generad iraffic from 4:00 AM to 10:00 AM op 13.08 2024 and onfy [abeled vehicles wil be permitled: -

MH-24 (MH-3)- Nizamucdin Khatis- Barapula Road- undar AHME Flyaver-

A St Ring oed
TRl ST DD e Dt (0 s amits il 2. DND- Baraguifa Road furlher as per 1 above DR via Astiram e Ring Road &
5 P.Musherae Marg from H.C San Marg to Yamuna Bazar Chowk pracagd aceardingly

3. NH-E (NH3- Mizamuddin Khatla- Ring Roag- Bhairon Road- Mathura
Foad- hube*arniargﬂm Bharli Marg- Rajesh Pikot Marg- Prithwira) Road-
Safdanung Road- Kamsal Ataturk Marg- Fanchsheel Marg- 5P Marg/Ridge
Foad accordingly and wice versa

4. \fikas Marg- P Marg- DDLU I'.-‘iarli Minta Road then efhar via Connaught
Place or Ajmari Gata- DBG Road & pracesd furthar,

Pusia Flosd (Shasin Park)- GT Road- Yidbesier Setu- ISBT Kashmin Gats

and procaed accordingly vid Ring Roed or Rani fhans: Rinad

DMD - NH24 (MHT| - Yudhister Sefu- Signature Bridge- Wazirsbad

Bridge will remain open to reach Ring Road.

i08d ircn Bridge and Geeta Coliony Bridge toward s Shanti Vanwil b= closed.

People gre advised lo reech early to avoid tast minute rush &

inconvenienca,

All AWAs are hersby requested to collectipurchase their essential

commedities bafore 22:00 Hra. on 12.08. 2024 fog citizens of Delhi,

SIGNAGES

Adeguate informalive signage’s will be displayed for the guidance of vehicular
Ic.-:ll:lmed E1 Ii ¥ r‘IrI‘ﬁl:'Lnl:Ijm

Chandni Chowk Road from Fountain Chowk 5o Bad Fort,
Mezhad aj Marg from Ring Road to Metsi Subhash Mang.
Esplanade Road and its Link Road 1o Netaji Subhash Marg.
Ring Read from Rajghat b ISBT,

Ouster ring Road fram ESBT fo IP Fyawer e

0 =l ENEN B Ll fadl e

aaimgart Bypass,

Those vehicles which do rat hase par'tnglis ic:n rearaal 5r awaid -:nr:- |.‘Ea=| {531. l:rni . n:li House, Sikendra Road, W Poinl. A pent

Tidak Marg, Mathura Roed, B5E Marg, Malep Subhash Marg, J.L. Nehru Marg, Ring Rosd babwesn Mizammuddin Khatia end IS8T Kashmin Gate & Ouler Ring Road
{rom Meramuddin Khatta & ISBET Kashmin Gabe via Salimgarh bypass,
HORTH-SOUTH ACCESS

“iiternative=1: Aurchindo Marg - Saddarang Road - Kamal Atasurk Marg- Kautilya Marg- 5. PM. Marg- 11 Murt- Mother Teresa Crescent- Park Stragt- Mandir Marg -
F_afmkpﬂn Road —Feni Jaansi Rosd and regch thair dastnetions in Moeth Delhi and vice-versa

"Riiermative=12} Rerch Connaught Place — Mindo Road - Baavbhutl Mang - Ajmen Gate ~Shradhanand Marg - Lahori Gate Chowk - Naya Bazar - Peell Kothi -
5.7, Mukherjea Marg up to ODRS and reach their destinatan in North Dedhi and vica versa.

IAliEnalive=3: Roach Nizamuddin Bridge $o cross Yamuna — Pushie Road — G.T, Road and cross Yuddhesthar Setu to ISBT and reach thair destination in Morth Dalhi

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

FULL DRESS REHEARSAL
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS

g ol g &N

1. Goods vehickes wil not be permitted betwesn Mzamuddn Khatta and
Wazirabad bridge from 1200 Midright of 12082024 o 1100 AM on
13.08202:

- = 2 Interstate buses wil not be aliowed between Maharana Pratap IS8T angd

13 - 08 - 2024 {TUEEDA'?I *, Sarai Kala Khan 15BT from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 1o 11:00 AM on
{0400 Hrs. TO 1000 Hrs., ) 13.08.:2024;

é — — PROMBITED AREA _ ~ RESTRICTED ROADS: o

oy ["_ il e et id | Loca city buses ncluding DTC will not move: on Ring Road from 12:00 Mignight

3 ; of 12.08.2024 %0 10:00 AM on 13.08.2024 between 1SBT Kashmer Gale and

. hOan o - Ring Foad - WH-ZHNH-31NH 'T' poanl (Mizamuddin Khalta) and take availabla
RS e altamative roule,

= Tha folawing road shall also ba chsad for moveenant for intar ClyDTC buses

FOE CITY G | T e T I friom 1200 Midnight of 12.08.2024 1o 10:00 AN on £3.08 2024,

s — OAVENTED BUS REKITEN [A) Lﬁnlhran Road from Chhatta Rall Chowk 1o Kashmin Gate {Bouleward
R pad).
= 205 oeu me srame (B)  MetajiSubhash Marg from Chivatia Rl Chowk ta Delhi Gate
S S A (]  Shyama Prasad Mukherjea Marg.
L e s (0 R‘ng_ﬂuad between Mizamuddin Khatia (NH-24} and Norihem loop of
ISBT Kashmiri Gate.
S — NSGISTIC CORNOORS FOR [E) "C'Heaxagon , Shershah Road, Dr Jakir Hussain Read, Pendara Foad,
Shankahan Road, Akbar Road, Rajpath, Ashoka Road, KG Marg,
Copamicus Marg, Tdak Marg, Purana Quila Road, Sikandara Road,
Bhagwan Dass Road end BSZ Marg
(F}I  AshokaRoad from Rid WaosorPlace 00" Hexagon,
(G) WG, Marg from Farozashah Rogd te "0 Hexagan:
[H]  WikasMang, bevond krop lowards Delbi Secrefarial,

(Il Mathwa Road fromAshram Chiowh o W Paoind

Buses ordnadly berminating 2% Red Foet, Jama Massd and Dalkn Main Rapaay

Station will be curiailed divertad &s balow -

1] Opposte Ramlita Ground onJ LN, Mang ko buses approaching from South
and wes| Dhalhi,

2] AtMon Gate and Tis Hazen far buses coming fram North, Norh West via

Barafkhana and East Delhs via IS8T Bridge.

&t Boulewvard Road cpp. Meheraja Agrasan Park for buses comimg from

Morth Delhi side from Ring Fogd,

Kormal bus service will be restored after 1000 AM.

3

110LD D .l‘f' AH:— e
4] From West and South Delhi:- Mother Teresa Crescend - Park Stree! - Mande
Marg Panchiuian Road -Rani Jransi Fiyover - Azad Marke! - Boubevard Road -
Maori Gate - Pul Dufferin - 5.R Mukheanae Marg ta reach the Rabwey Stalion or
Dheula Kuar- Ridge Road {Vands batram barg | - Faz Foad- Rani Jhansi Read
& mereafter as above & vice versa.

b} Fram North:- Mon Gete - Pul Duffanin - 5B Mukhenee Marg to regch the
Rallway Siabion

c) From East/North East:- Fusia Road - Yudhister Setu - Man Gate - Pul
Duiffarin- 3P Mukherjes Marg then procesd furthar accondingly

) NEWDELHI RLY. STATION,

a) From East-\Vikasiang, DOU Marg, Bhabhuli Marg , ND Restwery Station.

b} From Norih Exst:- Yudhisier Setu, Rani Jhansi Road, RUARan Jharsi, DBG
Road ard reach ND Railway Station accordingly OF, via Mari gate, Pul Dufftin,
SP Mukherjes Marg, Qulub Road and reach.

*- NI MW OV L OF B WWTEE ETATE SRR
ALLOWED Ol Rk RAD

| RETWEEN LODOF Y BREGE WNG ROAD TD T FONT REAMUDON FLY- OVER |
FROM G300 Fru MIDNESTT T0 1900 Fies  O8 10 - B8 - FO8E

BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL

Download Apn From @ & 5oore

epaper.indianexpress.com

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

1  The above results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee & approved by the Board of Directors of Kamdhenu
Ventures Limited at their respective meetings held on 10" August, 2024. The unaudited Standalone and Consolidated financial results
for the quarter ended 30" June, 2024 have been limited reviewed by the Statutory Auditors of the company, and they have issued
unmodified report on the above results.

The above is an extract of the detailed format of unaudited results for the quarter ended 30" June, 2024 filed with the Stock Exchanges
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the unaudited
financial results are available on the Stock Exchange websites, www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and on the Company website,
www.kamdhenupaints.com

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors of
Kamdhenu Ventures Limited

Sd/-

Saurabh Agarwal
Managing Director
DIN: 00005970

c} From Morth:- Rani Sansi Rpad, R Rani Jhans, 0BG Road and reach KD
Rahwany Station accordingly OF via Mod Gate, Pul Duffin, 5P Mukheriee Marg

Culub Read and reach.

d) From West:- Pusa Road, RIA Hanuman Mt Panchiuia Boad, Connaught
Fiace, Chelmsfard Road end Nd Rzilwey Stetion OR vie DBG Road bo reach MO
Rathway Station,

e} From South:- To reach Connaught Place, Chelmsford Road and NOD rallway
Statan 0R via DBG Read to reach ND Radway Slalion,

3}1SBT KASHMERE GATE

a} From Now Delhi and South Dehi; - Molher Teresa Crescent- Park Streed -
Mland Marg - Penchkuian Foad - Rani fhansi Road and Rani Jhansi Fhyowar -
Bawsevand Road,

b) Fram Wesd Delhi: - Pusa Road. RA Henuman Mandir, Faiz Rosd, Rar
Jhans| Road and fereafler as shove.

¢] From Nerth Dedhl: - There s no restncian

dj From North-East Delhd; - Yudhister Setu, Bodeband Road, Mo Gaie, Pull
Dutern, SP Mukbarfes Mang, Old Delhi Railway Station,

4] J PN, HOSPITAL: - Thereis ne mstiction

B} KASTUREA HOSPITAL: - Apnan Gate - Ajmen Bazar - Chows Hauz Qiaz) -
Chawr Bazar—Chowk- Barshabuliah- Undw Bazar,

(A} FROM TRANS YAMUNA AREA

() G.T. ROADVISET KASHMERE GATE ERIDGE: -

Busas bound for Kauria Pul / Red For ! Old Deli Railway Stalion shall aperate

vig IS8T Brdge (Yudhstir Selu) and ierminate &t Boulevard Rosd - Mesr Mon

Gabe L Tum,

Redurn roate via Boulevard Road after taking U surm from Mon Gate 'UF - urn for

ISBT Bradge {Yudhislic Setu).

Buses bound for New DethiiGonnaught Place!Central Secratanat shall oparale

vig naw |SBT Bridge - Boulevard Road Rani Jharsi Flyover- Rani Jhansi Rogd -

Mandir Marg - Peshwa Road - Gole Markel & Ehivajl Stadum Terming / Central

Secredarial Terminal

Buges bound for South Delhi shall fellow e moute abowe.vpto Mandir Marg and

procesad further-via Sharkar Road - Upper Rdpe Read, Siman Bolivar Marg-

Dhaidakuan,

{ii) VIKAS MARG

1. Bieas bound foe Narlh Dethi shall procead wia Margma! Bandh Road
iPustal, G.T Road, Shastri Park, 1587 Bridge, Bauevard Rosd and procesd
Hurthe:

2, Buses bound & South Delki shall&;at-::e&-:l via Mother Dizy Road, WH =24
fowards Noamuddin Bridge - Ring Road lowarnds Ashram Chiowk.

3, Busas bound for Mew Defi shad deboand the passengers on Vikas Marg,
New Secralaral Bus stand and will take U tum from undar BB Flyaver for
retum journey fowards Vikas Mang,

All Buses otheraise leminating at Gid Delhi Radway Stalion’ KauriaPulRed
Fort!Jema Masjid shall ba curladed as menficned below:

1. Buses coming from Reshanara Road for O Dethi Rallway Station. ghall
farminate opposile Steds Bank of India insids Tis Hazan Courds,

Retbrn journay will be via Boulevand Road towards Barafkhana.

2. Buses caming fram Cid Riohiak Road far oid Dalki Railway Stakon, Red Fort
shaliterminate at Maori Gaba,
Returr journay will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

3, Buses-coming from New Rohtak Fosd for Ok Delki Railwey $tason, Red

Fart shall tesminate on Gokhate Marg between Tikena Pask and InGate Tis
Hazari Caurt.

Returm journai will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg
4. Buses caming fram Malka Ganj for Oid Dethi Radway Slalion, Red Farl shall
termninate an Gokhake Marg adjeining bourdary wall of Tikona Park
Redurn jeaurmay will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.
5. Al private and mind bises shall betermingied 8 MCD car parking
(MR GATE), Gowhale road shal be cra- way from RiA Mon Gate fowands
'I':I;'SI-"' Mﬁ!ru Slation Kashmirl Gale & RiA Mor Gale o Gokhabe Market
L}, ||

1. Al Buses otharassa ferminaling af Oid Dethi Railway Station, Red Fork. Bha
Wati Dass Chows, Mo Gate, |587, Pragali Maidan and Amaedkar Sladium
Terminal shak termirate Opg, Turkman Gate AsafAsRoad
Return journay by taking W' -Turn o LU N Marg and procesd hurikar.

BUSES COMING FROM MALL ROADSIDE
1. All buses ofhermaa terminating at-0ld Delte Railway -Stabon, Red Far,

Jama Masjd, Kauriva Pul shell farminaie on Boullevard Road upio Man
(zate,

Retum joumey will be via Boallevard Road, Ring Road and Chandgi Rem
Ashara, IF College ightpoint

2x7 Traffic helgline No. 011- 25844444/ 1085 | T0 SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

Buzas bound for Red Fort, Ofd Dalhi Railway Siatan, Bhai Mali Dass Chowk

(Fourtzin) from Sowh Delhe will be divered wa Ring Foad - KH -24, Manginal

Bandn [Pushta) Foad, new [3BT Bridge and shal terminate on Boulevard

Road.

Fertum jodrmey by [abing U Tum and proceed further via 38T Bridge,

1, Bisas bound for Connpught Place frem Sowth Deti shall be divened
tovwands Bing Road and further take Upper Ridge Road upto RAA Kargd Bagh
and reach Coanaughl Placa via Jhandewatan Panchkuian Road Shevaijl
Sladium terminal

2. Busmas bound lor ISBT Maharana Pratap Tarminal shail procesd Ring Road
ard further fake Upper Ridge Road wpip R/A Karol Bagh Faiz Road
Filmistan Azad Mkt Chowk, Boulsvard Foad and reach Mo Gate1SBT

3. Bus=as bound for East Delhi from Sowth Delhi shall procead via Ring Road-
Hazraf Mizamuddin Bridge- [MH - 24) - Naw Palpar Ganj Road

4. Bueses bound for East Delhi from Soulk Dalki coming at Lais Lajpat Hai
Marg will be diverted on Mathura Road towerds the Ashrem Chowk - Ring
Foad fram Lodhi Fiy over B Nesla Gumbad.

5. Busas bound for Red Faor, Jama Maskd, Kaurga Pul from Firszsheh Road
and goireg towards Mard House shall take Barakhamba Road from Mand|
Housa, Hargh Singh Flyover and ferminata Opp. Turkman Gata Asaf Ali
Rogd,

Ralum joumey va J LN Marg. Ranjsal Smgh Flyowar by laing 'U' Turn and
praceed further;

G. Mudrka Sereces (Buses) shall 1a%e route via new IS8T Bridge, Shasir
Park. Pusia Kailash Gandhi Mapar - Vikas Marg - Molher Dairy Road- MH -
24 - Mizamuddin Bridge - turn feft Ring Road far Sarsi Kale Khan,

INCOMING

1. Al busas coming from Ghazabad bowards Delhi shall move & Bhopuma
Chungi Read fram Mohan Magar for Wazirabad Roed and then lowards
Chandugi Farm Akhara - U i IS8T and enter ISBT,

2. Al Buses coming from Dhauls Fuan ghed be diverted an Ring Fasd far
taking Punjabi Bagh - Azad Pur - Akhara Chandgi Ram - U um 13BT and
eriter |SBT

3. Al buses operating between IS8T and Fandabizd (Badarpur) shall efther
lemminate 31 Saral Kake Khan o be devarled on Ring Read wa Dhaula Kuan
Punjabi Bagh - Azad Pur - &kkara Chandai Ram - U bum 158T and entar
I=8T

OUTGOING

1. Mo bos shall be allowed 1o t3ke U burm at nofhern loop of Ring Road near
Buch Vihar (Manastary) and would be divered towards Wazirabad fo go
Trans Yamuna ar take ‘U tumn from Chendgi Ram Akhara and {ake lnop of
ISET Fiyaver b go towards Shastn Park and Buses bound for Dhauka Kudn
shal [2ke Beuayard Road. Ranl Jhans Road, Link Road and upper Ridga
Road (Vande Matram Marm)

2. Buses boured for Lami Bardar shall procead via Wazrahad Bridge and thase
bound far Ghariabad shell proceed via ISET Badge,

DTC RECOVERY VANS

DTC recovery vans shall be stataned {from D500 AM on 13.08 2024 onwarg bl
diversions ane cleared) s under -

1. Ciniral Condrgl Room - Gokhale Marg

2. Ghata Masjd

3, Yamuna Bazas

4, Delhi Gale

5. Chatla Ral Thoak

Note: - BUSES ORIGINATING FROM EAST, NORTH, CENTRAL, WEST,
SOUTH AND INTENDING TO USE BSZ MARG-TILAK MARG- SUBASH

MARG-RING ROAD [EETWEEN AKHARA CHANDGI RAM AND HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDM BRIDGE BE DIRECTED TO AVOID THESE STRETCHES &
TAKEALTERMATIVE ROUTES AS SUGGESTED ABOVE,
'SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
General public is advised not o bring cameras, binoculars, Remols
Control car kKeys, umbrella, handbags, briefcases, transistors,
cigaretie lightars, 1iffin boxes, water bottles, lunch boxes, ete.
+  Don't towch any suspeciaus object Immediately rapart about the presance of
any undlenbifiedsispected object suspicinus movement of individuals &
wiahechas of anyihing outof tha ardinary, i the nearest policeman

* Flying of sub conventional aeral plstonms (ike Par- gliders, para-mofors,
hang ghders, UAVs, micrd light aircrafis, remctely piloted aircrafis, hot air
balloons, small st powersd arcrafls, quadcoplens or para [Umping fom
aincraft efc. are prohibied over the prisdicion of Mational Capital Temilony of
Dethl upto 15.08.2024.

Delhi Traffic Police Website: htfps:/traffic.delhipolice.gov.in

ﬂ it wews Aok comd it .hﬂp:'-‘l‘lrﬂlr.wn'ﬂh'.lm:
E hitps=fwwewi s i ngram com diptrafti

DP/9695/2024
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— BRIEFLY —

Man booked
for ‘harassing’
stepdaughter

Noida: Police on Sunday
booked a 35-year-old
man for allegedly molest-
ing and sexually harass-
ing his 13-year-old step
daughterin a high-risein
Noida, officers said. Noida
Police officials said thata
complaint has been filed
by the mother of the vic-
tim who alleged that
when she confronted the
man about the allega-
tions, he threatened her
with dire consequences.
“The accused, an em-
ployee at a private firm, is
absconding,” said an offi-
cial, adding that search is
on to nab him. ENS

Over /00 MT
silt removedin
aweek: L-G

New Delhi: Delhi Lt
Governor V K Saxena on
Sunday said de-silting
work in three arterial
drains of the national
capital is progressing
with removal of over 700
MT silt in a week. Saxena
had visited Sunehri,
Kushak and Barapulla
drains on August 4. PTI

ANANDVIHAR
Satisfactory

500 0

IHBAS
Satisfactory

76
AQI
PM 10 500

‘POLICY, ORGANISATION MAN’TONOW HIT THE GROUND

Sisodia tobegin padyatraonAug 14 as
re-energised AAP gets into election mode

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

A PADYATRA (footmarch) is on
the cards for former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who was released on
bail Friday after remaining in
jail for 17 months in the excise
policy case.

The padyatra is a departure
for Sisodia, who has always
been seen as more of a policy
and organisational leader.

But now, with Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in jail,
it is Sisodia who will hit the
ground.

This was among the several
decisions taken during his
meeting with senior Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders at
his former official residence at
Mathura Road.

While the padyatra will
start on Wednesday, Sisodia
will meet Delhi MLAs and
councillors on Monday and
Tuesday.

“It may seem like the
Assembly polls are still a long
way off, but we need to start
campaigning as soon as possi-
ble. While we are confident
that we will win, Manish ji’s re-
turn is only going to strengthen

Outside the AAP’s new office at Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla lane where shifting process began
on Sunday; (R) Manish Sisodia with senior AAP leader and Delhi minister Gopal Rai during a

meeting. Amit Mehra/Express

us further. We also know that
the CM will get bail soon but we
want to start preparing in
earnest,” a senior party leader
said.

Talking about Sisodia’s role
and his importance, another
leader said, “For several years,
we have seen him mostly run-
ning the government even if
the CM was busy with political
campaigns. The situation has
almost been reversed now. The
ministers are in touch with the
CM at Tihar jail and can discuss
issues of governance, while

Manish ji will go door-to-door,”
he said.

Sunday’s meeting saw Rajya
Sabha MPs Sanjay Singh and
Sandeep Pathak; Ministers
Gopal Rai (who is also AAP's
Delhi State Convener), Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Atishi and Imran
Hussain; National Secretary
Pankaj Gupta, MLA Durgesh
Pathak, and senior leader
Jasmine Shah, among others, in
attendance.

“...(he) held a detailed dis-
cussion on strategies to defeat
the BJP... The leaders' sugges-

REGIONAL OFFICE: 371 A
Auction Sale Notice Under SARFAESI ACT. 2002

Auction Sale of immovable Properiy morigaged fo the Bank under Securilization and Reconstruction of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act- 2002
read with rules 56,7.8 and 9 of the Secunty Interest (Enforcament rutes. 2002), Possassion of the following property has been laken over by the Authorized Officer,
pursuant to the Notice issued UWis 13 (2], 13 {4) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act- 2002 in the borrowers
actounts mentioned below with a nght to sell the same on “AS IS WHERE IS" AND "AS IS WHAT IS basis for realization of the Bank’s Dues.

DAKSHIN BIHAR GRAMIN BANK

» RAMANUJ BHAWAN, A.P.COLONEY, GAYA-823001

(A' Demand Notice -13(2} | (A} Reserve Price Rs.

Slo Sri Roy Radhika
Raman Sinha

215, Plat No.-

Lekhykan East
& Aahar,

beanng Req. Sale Deed No- 1316772016 Dt 26.08.2016, Khata No, -
136311668, Area- 2.22 decmal silualed al Mauza-
Parorya, PS-Mufassil, PS No.-300, Anchal- Manpur Dist- Gaya,

Boundary (As per Deed): North: Kachchi Rasta South @ N
Hal Kharidar Ramesh Pandey West

SR. Branch Borrower's Details Of Property | (BlPossession Notice.  |(B) EMD
No. Name(B)/ (Name Of Mortgagor! 13(4) {Clincremental
Guarantor's (C)Balance outstanding | Bid Amount
. Name(G) as per Demand Notice. il
1 ¥ 3 4 5 &
GHUGHARI |B-Sri Murli Manohar All that part & Parcel of the propery consisting of Land & Building] A 27-09-2021 A. Rs. 12.58,200/-
1. TAND Sinha belongs ko Sr Murli Manchar Sinha Sio Sn Roy Radhika Raman Sinha| B, 29.01.2022 B.Rs. 1,25820/-

Charges

Bandh

C.Rs. 14,23,908/)- +
Future Interest  + Other

C.Rs. 12,582-

2. | APCOLONY

Ram

B-5ri Durga Prasad
3o Late Ram Prakas
ram Ui Late Pragas

All that part and parcal of the property of Land and Building in the
name of MriMrs. Durga Prasad S/o, Late Pragas Ram @ Late Ram
Prakash Ram measuring an area of 8705 Sqft. of Mohalla
Gopalganj Road Manpur Thana Mo 251,
Na 5151 PS-Muffasil, Sub-Reqgistry District- Gaya District- Gaya,
Bounded By : North - Krishna Prasad , South - Malli Devi, East ;
Heamwant Devi, West ; Niz Mok

Charges

A. 02,11.2022
B. 08-11-2023

C. Rs. 12,22 259/- +
W3P Plot no 2182, Tauzi| Fulure Inerest + Other

A. Rs. 20,53,000/-
B.Rs. 2,035,300/
C.Rs. 20,530/

3. | SPROAD

Prasad

B - Mavin Kumar
o Late Ramashish

Property 1.

Wide Hasta |
Caolony , West : Bhagwani devi
Property 2.

West : Vacant Piat

Morigage Of land & Building Belongs to Navin Kumar & Amit Kumar
Suman Beth scnof Late Ramashish Prasad Of Chotkd Gall Road , gaya,

Mouza ; Murarpur , Mohalla chotki Defha , Thana nog- 5, Deed No-
13116/90 Dated 11.07.1988, Touzi no- 2494 | Khata Mo - 85 | Plot Charges
Ma- 30, Area - 520 50 Feel Boundry As Per Deed: North . 10 feel
South © Shambhu Sharan, East

Mouza ; Murarpur, Mohadla chotki Detha . Thana nio= 5, Dead No-
13117190 Dated 11,07.1988, Touzi no- 2494 | Khata No - 85 | Plot
No- 30, Area -12005q Feel Boundry As Per Deed: North ; 10 fieet
Widae Razia , South : Shambhu Sharan , East  Ramaszhish Prasad

Main Road of

A. 07-09-2018
B. 27-03-2019
C.Rs. 27,58,343.80/)- +
Fulure Interest + Other

Proprty 1.

A Rs. 23,61,000-
B, Rs.2.36,100/-
C. Rs.23.610/
Propriy 2.

A.Rs. 48,70,000/-
B. Rs.4,B7,000/-
C. Rs.487T00/-

4. | NOURANGA

3. | AP COLONY

B - Puran Kumar Sio
Late Birja Singh

B- Amit Kumar Sia
5 Gopal Singh

All that part and parcal of the property of Land and Building in the
name of Mr'Mrs. Puran Kumar S/o Late Birja Singh hawving

West: 100" Rasta

I}eed Mo, 513? Elt 08.04, Eﬂ‘IE |'|'|EE|5-lIH‘|Q an area of 4.68

728, P5-Mufassil,, Sub- Regustryﬂslnrl-ﬁaya Dmtrlct Gaya.
Boundad by:-North: Nij Lekhyakari, South: 12°.00" Rasta badahu
Sanjay Singh & Shyam Singh ka makan, East: Jai Narayan Singh,

All that part and par-:el of the property of Land and Eullclnu in the
name of MriMrs. Amit Kumar Sio-Shri Gopal Singh hawng Dead
No.4899 Dt 04-04-2015 measuring an area of 1 Decimal of
Mauza Bhadeji, P.5 Mofassil, Khata No 146, Plof No 391 Sub-
Registry District-Gaya Distncl- Gaya.
Boundary (As per Mortgaged Deed) .
Prasad, South: Rasia & bafyanarayan Prasad, East: Satyanarayan
Prasad, plotHaza, West: Rasta & Shivsharan Prasad.

Charges

AL 14,12.2023

B. 19.03.2024

C.Rs. 16,69,087/- +
Fulure Interest + Other

A, Rs. 13.21,200/-
B.Rs. 1,32120/-
C.Rs. 13212-

Charges
North: Rasia & Laxman

A 1412.2023

B. 19.03.2024

C. Rs. 10,41,368/- +
Future Interesi - + Ofher

6,20,000/-
62,000/
6,200/-

ompeE|
= D X
nonw

6 |G HARITAND | B- Sanjay Kumar Sio
T Late Tunnu Saw

Co- Bormower -
Punam Devi Wio
Sanjay Kumar

Part of Nij Flod

All that part-and parcel of the property of Land and Building i the
name of Mrirs. Punam Devi Wio Sri Sanjay Kumar having Deed
No.1811 Dt 03.02.2018 measuning an areaof 333 Sq feet ( 0.76
Decimal) of Mauza Chotki Delha gali BhuiToll Ward No - 03,
khatano-85, PlotNo- 46, Makan No- 1264 P 3- Dalha , District Charges
Registry Offica -Gaya Districl- Gaya.

Boundary (As per Mortgaged Deed) :North: Budhdev Shamma,
south: 8 teat wide Road, East; Deapak Kumar, West: Vijay Kumar

A. 20122023
B. 29.04.2024
C. Rs. 9,26,949.20/- + C.
Fulure Interest + Other

Au H51 1?.23‘.5“&"
B. Rs.1,72,350-
Rs. 17,235)-

Place :Gaya

Date: 12,08.2024

acknowledgment of EMD as aforesaid. 10,

Date of Auction 20,09,2024 (Time- 11:00 AM), Place - Regional Office, Gaya,
1. For participation in the Auction, each intending bidder has to make a refundable deposit EMD by way of Pay Order! Demand Draft, Payable at Dakshin Bihar Gramin
Bank, A.P. Colony, Gaya branch. The said EMD will have to be depositad with the Authorized Officer within the Bankinig hours by 19.09.2024 The said deposit shall ba
adjusted in case of successful bidders. 2. The authorzed Officer reserves the right to accepl or reject any or all the bid/offer or adjure/postponelcance! the auction Sale
without assigning-any reason thereof, 3. The aloresaid property shail not be soid below the reserve price mentioned. 4, If the Bid! Otffer 1s accepted by the Authanzed
Officer, the successiul Bidder who has offered the highest sale price in the bid has to pay a Deposit of 25% of the Bid Amount inclusive of EMD of the Sale Prica
immediately on the same day to the Authorized Officer, failing which the Eamest Money Deposit shall be forfested and the property shall forthwith will be sold again. §. The
successiul Bidder shall pay the remaining 75 % of the bid amount on or before the 15" Day of confirmaticn of Auction Sale by means of Pay Orden' DD favoring Dakshin
Bihar Gramin Bank, A.P. Colony, Gaya branch. 6. In default of payment of balance amount 735 % of bid amount within the stiputated perod |.e. 15 days from the date of
confirmation of sale, The deposit amount 25 % of bid amount inclusive of EMD shall be forfeited and the property shall be resold and the defaulting purchaser shall forfait
ali claims o the praperty or fo any part of the sum for which it may be subsequently sold, 7. On confirmation of sale by the bank and if the terms of payment have been
complied with, the authorized officar exarcising the power of sale shall issue a sake certificale forimmovabie property’ cerificale of sabe for moveable property, asthe case
may be, in favour of the purchaser in the specified format of the bank as per the rules under Securitization Act 2002. B. The property is being sold "AS IS WHERE 15" AND
A5 15 WHAT 15" basis and subjects to the condition prescnbed in the Securitization Act 2002. 9, The interested parties / Bidders may inspact the property put up for the
Auction Sale during the working hours of the bank for which they may contact our Branch Manager’ Regional Officer with a writlen reguest accompanied By the copy of
Symbolic possession of the property will be handed over to the successful bidder by the authorized officer. The successhul
Bidder shall bear exclusively all the charges payable for physical possession, Registration Fee, Stamp Duty, Taxes, Statutory dues elo. as applicable. 11. The sale/
auction i subject to confirmation by the bank. 12. The authorized officer will not be held respansible for any charge. Lien, Encumbrances, Property 1ax or any other dues
to the government or anybody in respect of the property proposed to be auction, 13: This is atso a nofice to the borrower | Guarantor of the aforesaid loan about kolding of
auction sake on above mentioned dated if their dues are not repaid in full

Authorised Officer
Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank
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tions were carefully consid-
ered, and a consensus was
reached on how to proceed
strategically based on the pre-
vailing circumstances,” a state-
ment issued by the party
said.

“It is now clear to the peo-
ple of this country that the only
agenda of BJP and PM Narendra
Modi is to somehow stop the
work of the people of Delhi and
break the AAP. Despite so many
adverse circumstances, today
the AAPis standing tall and do-
ing good work. Also, our party
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is moving forward in every
state. We have come out of
these difficulties stronger.
Manish Sisodia will go among
the people and meet them. The
blessings of the people remain
with us. We will continue to
work hard for Delhi in the fu-
ture too,” Sandeep Pathak said.

Another thing that was dis-
cussed is the way forward in
Haryana, which goes to polls
before Delhi. Sunita Kejriwal,
wife of CM Kejriwal, has been
holding public meetings in this
regard.

“It has been decided that
she will continue campaigning
in Haryana with Singh and
other leaders and Manish ji will
stick to Delhi for the time be-
ing. The organisation in Delhi
has suffered a lot over the past
three-four months. There are
some MLAs who have found
getting any work done ex-
tremely difficult and are now
facing a situation where the
public sentiment is turning
negative. We are sure that with
the direct intervention from the
top, the cadre will be re-ener-
gised,” another leader
said.

Sisodia, meanwhile, also
met the Patparganj con-
stituency volunteers.
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Delhi govt nod to
new court complex
at Rouse Avenue

Aimed at reducing pendency in cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

FINANCE MINISTER Atishi has
approved the construction of a
new district court complex, in a
move thatis aimed at eventually
reducing pendency in court
casesin the capital.

To be constructed at a cost of
Rs 427 crore, the new complex
with 55 courtrooms will soon
come up at Rouse Avenue, ac-
cording to a statement from

Delhi government.
“In the meeting of the
Expenditure Finance

Committee, Finance Minister
Atishi approved this project. She
said that speedy and accessible
justice is the fundamental right
of every Indian and this is possi-
ble only when adequate infra-
structure is available in the
courts,” the government
stated.

At present, she said, there is
a huge burden of pending cases
on judges and courts across the
country, due to which there is
unnecessary delay in the dis-
posal of cases.

“This is a very important
project towards enhancing the
judicial infrastructure of Delhi

Finance
Minister
Atishi

and after its completion, it will
be of great help in disposal of ju-
dicial cases quickly. In this proj-
ect, better public facilities will
also be created keeping in mind
the convenience of judges,
lawyers and citizens,” she fur-
ther said.

According to the Delhi gov-
ernment, two blocks will be con-
structed as part of the project,
the first of which will have 11
storeys, including three base-
ments.

The other block will consist
of 55 courtrooms across 17
storeys, including three base-
ments; 815 lawyer chambers
will be built in both building
blocks that will be connected by
a skywalk.

Atishi has ordered the de-
partments concerned to prepare
adetailed timeline of the project
and work towards completing it
quickly, the government
added.

A Millennium City wasteland

Despite housing offices of several Fortune 500 companies, Gurgaon continues
toreel under a garbage crisis. While underpaid contractual workers do most
of the heavy lifting to keep the city clean, little is done to improve their lives

AISWARYARAJ
GURGAON, AUGUST 11

BEFORE THE dawn breaks in
Gurgaon, Rajarani, a 45-year-old
Dalit woman, like a ritual, begins
herwork day from her own home.
She cooks for her family and then
cleans the house - a single-room
set-up she ownsin sector42.At7
am, she walks seven kilometres to
the Sector 44 parking lot. In a
white salwar suit, she heads to the
electricity department office — a
place to safely store brooms. Soon,
a group of 23 sanitation workers
gather around their supervisor
Jitender, who sends them away in
clusters.

In their eight-hour shift, there
is no scope - or place - to take a
break. “We don’t even have toilet
facilities. Sometimes, we have to
go in the parking lot, in the open
area behind cars,” says Rajarani.

Gurgaon has a garbage crisis.
Though the government has al-
ready declared a “Solid Waste
Exigency”, little seems to have
changed on the ground. The city,
with a population of around 30
lakh, according to a 2022 Health
department survey, produces
1,200 tonnes of waste every day.
To clean it, the Municipal
Corporation of Gurgaon (MCG)
has 3,010 sanitation workers and
abudget of Rs 500 crore. Last year,
it spent Rs 254 crore — less than
halfits allocation.

AtRs5lakh per person, the city
has one of the three highest per
capita incomes in the country.
With Rs 42,244 crore collected in
tax lastyear, Gurgaon contributes
up to 3.7% of income tax in the
country. The city boasts of offices
of at least half of world’s Fortune
500 companies such as Microsoft,
IBM, and Amazon.

‘So much garbage,
so few of us’

Rajarani's group cleans the
mounds of garbage in front of 152
office buildings, shops, roads, a
parking lot, and surrounding ar-
eas in Sector 44. She sweeps and
shovels the garbage into a tractor-
trolley a few metres away. By the
end of her shift at 3.30 pm, fresh
bags of waste appear. “There is so
much garbage and so few of us, it
isimpossible,” she says.

Ofthe 3,010 workers, only 175
(about 5%)are regular employees
who get dearness, housing rent,
petrol, mobile, and uniform al-
lowances. The rest are simply paid
Rs 16,900 every month. Some are
also provided brooms, oil and
soap allowances, totalling Rs 568,
apart fromasanitation allowance
of Rs 1,000.

Evenas the likes of Rajarani toil
away, complaints continue to
pour in at the Municipal
Corporation’sredressal cell. InJuly,

Gurgaon produces 1,200
tonnes of waste every day;
(R)aworker leaves for her
shift. Aiswarya Raj

the cell received over 2,000 sani-
tation-related  complaints.
Sanitationinspectors field atleast
10 calls every hour; “Waste has
notbeen lifted from our homes for
three days” seems to be a com-
mon refrain.

A complex machinery

Apart from sanitation work-
ers, there isa complex machinery
comprising a contractor with 354
trucks that collects waste door-to-
door from 75,000 households.
The streets, parking lots, footpaths
and other public spaces are
cleaned by workers, while earth
movers, trucks, tractors and trol-
leys do the heavy lifting. Six con-
tractors have also been hired by
the MCG for additional labourand
machinery across four zones. A
senior officer says that around
3,000 people have been em-
ployed by these contractors forRs
10,500 per month.

Most of the complaints that
MCG has been grappling with
come fromZone 3, where Rajarani
works.

Most of the sanitation work-
ers hail from Gurgaon, within a
10-km radius of their workplace
such as Nathupur and
Sikandarpur, while less than 500
are migrants. As much as 80% of
them, union leader Kailash says,
are Dalits.

The waste the city generates
comes in all shapes, sizes, and
colours: plastic gunny sacks, bags
of dog excrement, unsegregated
food waste, plastic cups and
plates, footwear, bathtubs, milk
wrappers, discarded packets of
chips, even ceramic utensils, and
mattresses. “And lots of cigarette
butts,” Rajarani says. The first stop
for the garbage is one of many col-
lection points before it all moves
to the Bandhwari landfill - known
as the “carcinogenic garbage
mountain”.

Rajaraniisalocal resident who

had to give up her house for
Gurgaon's expansion. “I had a
house at Sikandarpur, but it was
demolished for the Yellow Line of
the Delhi Metro. Seven years later,
the government gave us 52 gajjin
exchange for the 150 gajj they
took. Even now, theland is vacant
and a wine shop stands nearit.”
“I worked hard to ensure my
children are in a good line of
work,” says Rajarani, who has
been working for 14 years as a
sweeper. Rajarani's two sons are
B Tech graduates. Earlier, she
would stitch clothes and earna liv-
ing. “I had to undergo surgery fol-
lowing a brain haemorrhage. This
impeded my vision...and I had to
take up the sweeper position.”
As she sits down for a break, a
rat scurries off froma mound near
her. “There are too many pests and
we have to work with no safety
gear, and sometimes manually
segregate waste...The roads in
front of office spaces are the hard-
est to clean due to cigarette butts.
Itisasif the entire city is smoking,”
says Rajarani whose mother was
a sanitation worker with the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi.
“My children insist that I quit, but
[will wait till they get married.”
Lastyear, the garbage crisis de-
teriorated. The MCG’s move to
hire new contractors had led to a
months-long strike as the services
of 3,480 workers under private
contractors were terminated and
the new contractors did not hire
them. The crisis was reflected in
the Swachh Survekshan ranking
2023 by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs; Gurgaon
ranked 140in the category of cities
with more than 1lakh population.
This was when neighbouring
New Delhi Municipal Corporation
(NDMC)secured the seventh rank
and Noida, 14th. In 2022, the city
came 19thin thelist of cities with
apopulation of 1-10lakh.
Among the workers are those

who have seen the city rise from
scratch. Such as Amal Ali who left
West Bengal's Malda 20 years ago.
“I dropped out of school before
(Class 10 and left for Delhi with my
uncle...I was unhappy and re-
turned to Malda, but after five
years I came back, this time to
Gurgaon,” he says. Butit was adif-
ferent city back then. “Fewer peo-
ple and less garbage.”

In2010, Ali started working for
acontractor hired by the MCG.He
says the life in Malda was better.
“People here hurl abuses, ask me
to clean their waste,” he says.

The situation has not im-
proved even after the government
declared that a ward that main-
tains cleanliness standards for two
months straight will get a reward
of Rs 1 crore. The MCG workers
say six contractors have not de-
ployed enough labourers and ma-
chines, adding to their workload.

The crisis isn't about a short-
age of funds.

According to MCG's Chief
Accounts Officer Vijay Singla, the
budget allotted to the sanitation
department last year was Rs 500
crore of which only Rs 245 crore
was used. This year, Rs 375 crore
has been allotted and Rs 80 crore
has been spent so far, he says.

Narhari Singh Banger, the
MCG Commissioner, says that
funds for various projects, includ-
ing a waste to energy and C&D
waste plants, were allocated but
the projects did not take off, ow-
ing to which funds were lapsed.

Jitender (38), the supervisor,
says he has not been regularised
for 10yearsand still gets Rs 16,900
a month - the same amount as
the workers under him. “We are
unable to make the authorities lis-
ten to us. After the termination of
25 workers for protesting last year,
our union, too, has become weak,”
he says. Jitender belongs to the
Valmiki community; his mother
was also a sanitation worker. “She
was on the MCG rolls but has not
received her share of PF owing to
a mistake the clerk made while
entering her gender,” he says.

Additional Commissioner,
MCG, Balpreet Singh says the ad-
ministration is looking at ways to
resolve the crisis. “We will seek al-
ternate methods if the demands
are not met soon by the new
garbage collection agency,
Vimalraj Pvt Ltd. We are also in
touch with other private vendors,”
he says. Singh says funds have
been sought to develop sites to
process waste. “We have ap-
proached five companies to pick
up C&D waste from roads.”

As Rajarani rises to resume
work; a traffic police officer, who
had beensittingina chairundera
shed and listening to her, chimes
in, “Itis notadifficult line of work.
Dalits traditionally get into this
line...” Rajaraniretorts: “Iwon’tlet
my sons do this.”
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WILL ENSURE PUNISHMENT TO GUILTY,SAYS AAPGOVT

13-year-old boy electrocuted

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

while playing cricket in park

A 13-YEAR-old boy was electro-
cuted on Saturday when he went
to fetch a ball while playing
cricket at a park in West Delhi’s
Ranholaareaand camein contact
with an iron pole, said police.

The incident took place
around 1:30 pm on Saturday at
Kotla Vihar Phase 2, according to
the details received viaa PCR (po-
lice control room) call. "An elec-
tric poleis erected in one corner of
the ground and when the boy,
AdityaMehto, went to get the ball,
he touched the pole while look-
ing for support and got electro-
cuted. The iron pole provides
electricity to a cowshed adjacent
to the ground,” said an officer.

The boy was immediately
rushed to the Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital where he was
declared dead.

A case under section 106 (1)
(causing the death of any person
by doing a rash or negligent act
notamounting to culpable homi-
cide) of the BNS has been filed by
police.

The teen often went to play at
the park near his home his fam-
ily said. The park also doubles up
asacricket ground — around 100
to 150 children visit the ground

The park also doubles up as a cricket academy. Express

during evenings and weekends,
according to locals.

The boy's father, Bechan
Mehto, works as a daily wager,
while his mother is a housewife.

"Why was the electric pole
erected inside a ground where so
many children play in the first
place?” asked a grieving Mehto.

Vishal, Aditya’s cousin, shared,
"Aditya studied in a government
school and has two other broth-
ers...He was passionate about
playing cricket and would always
go to the park where the incident
took place. His mother had to go
and force him to come backhome
to study.”

A senior police officer said
that they have sent notices to the
owner of the gaushala and the
cricket academy to provide prop-
erty documents for their prem-

Task at hand for 32
government officers:
Mentoring schools
that are faring poorly

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

EYEING AN improvement in the
overall academic performance of
67 government schools in Delhi
where Class 9 and Class 11 stu-
dents fared the worst in the last
academic session, the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
has handed a task to 32 district-
level officers in the Education
Department — mentoring the
schools. These government of-
ficers have been asked to adopt
the assigned schools and keep a
tab on overall performance for
the current academic session,
according to a DoE circular.

At least once every two
weeks, the officers will have to
fill out the ‘Adopted Inspection
Report’ regularly after a visit to
the assigned school, as per the
circular issued on August 9. The
list of government schools has
been prepared by the Exam
Branch.

“As amentor, we are in touch
with the schools. We identify the
challenges, and our objective is
to facilitate improvement. Every
area has unique challenges. For
instance, some schools may be
in densely populated areas, so
there is overcrowding. After
identifying the challenge, we
come up with a strategy. There
will be varying degrees of suc-
cess because the challenges are
different everywhere," said an
official on condition of
anonymity.

He added that this practice
has been a norm for years and it
has consistently shown the de-
sired outcome.

In general, two schools are
assigned to each officer but due
to the non-availability of officers,
three schools have been allotted
to Deputy Director of Education
(DDE)West A, DDE Zone 14,and
DDE Zone 15.

The officers are also ex-
pected to record points of ob-
servation for Class 9 to Class 12,
which include a count of guest
and permanent faculty, evalua-
tion of skill subjects, support
material provided, and atten-
dance of the students.

"The academic performance
of Class 9 students declined
considerably this time and the
worst-affected were studentsin
North East government schools
because of lack of attention on

AIR FORCE NURSERY SCHOOL

AIR FORCE STATION NEW DELHI
(An English Medium Co-Education School)

1. Air Force Mursery School invites application from eligible and
willing candidates for the post of HM

2. Eligibilty for the post and othes refevant detads are available on
the website www.racecourseschools.in, Either mail your
application on E2ains@gmail.com or drop your applicationin
bax kiepl af Masn Guard Room, Air Foree Station, Race Coursa-
03 on or before 2T August 2024,

3. Dedsion of the Chairman, School Management Committee for

selection will be fiinal and banding

N

The academic performance
for current session is in
focus. File

the quality of the education in
those schools," said a govern-
ment teacher who did not wish
to be named.

Insufficient infrastructure, a
disproportionate student-class-
room ratio, staff shortage, a high
number of first-time learners
and young boys trying to fill in
the shoes of the bread-earner,
late provision of textbooks and
supporting material from the
department, improper parental
counselling — these were

ises. “The Electricity Department
has also been contacted to check
as to how come the pole was
erected inside the academy
ground,” he said.

On Saturday, the death of the
13-year-old triggered a protestin
the area as the family demanded
justice.

Meanwhile, sources in the
discom on Sunday said that the
discom network “is nowhere in-
volved in the incident”.

“It appears that the iron pipe
had an electrical leakage from an
internal wire of the premises that
was wrapped around it, which
led to this unfortunate accident,”
a source said.

In an official statement, the
Delhi government said, “It's ex-
tremely unfortunate, our hearts
goout to the family and friends of

DEATHSDUETO
ELECTROCUTION

M On July 13,a 34-year-
old wading through a
waterlogged streetin
Yamuna Vihar camein
contact with a live wire

B On July 22, a 26-year-
old civil service aspirant
died near the Patel
Nagar metro station

M On July 31, aragpicker
was electrocuted in
South Delhi’s Sangam
Vihar

BOnAugust1,a12-
year-old died in
Dwarka’s Bindapur

the young boy during this incred-
ibly difficult time, and we stand
in solidarity with the grieving
family. We are treating this mat-
ter with the utmost urgency, we
will ensure that the guilty are
identified and punished strictly
inaccordance with the law.”

“The safety and well-being of
all citizens, particularly our chil-
dren, is our top priority,” the state-
ment added.

The BJP has demanded a
probe into the matter.

7-year-old boy
drowns while
playing in
waterlogged
park in Rohini

ENS & PTI
NEW DELHI,AUGUST T1

A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD boy
drowned in a waterlogged park
inRohini's Sector 20 on Saturday;,
said police.

A PCR call regarding the
drowning of a child was received

Police is also scanning
the CCTV footage in the
area for more inputs.

at around 6:30 pm at the Aman
Vihar police station, said officials,
adding that the incident hap-
pened when the child was play-
ing in the park.

Apolice team then rushed to
the spot and took the child to a
nearby hospital where doctors
declared him brought dead.

The victim was identified as
Tarun, aresident of Aman Vihar.
Said an officer, "Preliminary in-
quiry revealed that the child had
drowned in the jheel (pond)
formed due to rainwater in the
park situated in Sector 20,
Rohini". The body was sent for
post-mortem. Police is also
scanning the CCTV footage to
know the actual sequence of
events, the officer added.

DTC ridership still lower than
pre-Covid levels, official points to
service gap, rise in Metro footfall

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

AN INCREASE in metro footfall in
Delhi and unreliable bus services
are believed to be among the fac-
tors that contributed to the fall in
the ridership of Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC), according to
Shilpa Shinde, Managing Director,
DTC.

Even as the bus fleet ex-
panded, the ridership of the main
public transport operator of the
national capital fell toa whopping
91 crore in 2022-23 as compared
to the pre-pandemic numbers —
121 crore in 2019-20. In the year
2023-24, however, the figure re-
covered slightly to 95.10 crore. The
total traffic revenue fell from ap-
proximately Rs 735 crore before
the pandemic to Rs 683 crore in
2022-23.Itincreased toRs 709.11
crore last year.

Meanwhile, the daily metro
ridership shot up to 46.2 lakh in
2022-23 fromroughly 28 lakh be-
fore the pandemicin2019-20,ac-
cording to the Delhi Economic
Survey 2023-24. This year, the
daily passenger journeys hit a
record 71.09 lakh in February, as
compared to around 60 lakh in
October 2023.

“Unreliable services of buses
isthe primaryreason for the fallin
number. The increase in metro
ridership has come at the cost of

‘DESTINATION INDIA’ EXHIBITION AT DELHI ART GALLERY

From Jama Masjid to Lutyens’ Delhi, a

look at how foreign artis

VANDANA KALRA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST T1

RESTORED TO its former glory in
2018, the 13-meter high arched
gate of Arab Sarai in Delhi's
Nizamuddin East stands mighty
now but when Danish artist
Hugo Vilfred Pedersen was in
Delhi in the early 1900s, it was
evidently in need of repair.
Despite its crumbling state, it did
catch the attention of the voy-
ager who painted it in oil with
crumbling borders that depicted
the inlay stonework falling apart.

The canvas with impres-
sionist brushstrokes now forms
part of the exhibition
“Destination India” at the Delhi
Art Gallery (DAG) that docu-
ments India between 1857 and
1947 through works of foreign
artists travelling through the
country. On till August 24, the
exhibition is also a testament to
how a number of them were in-
terested not just in monuments
but, unlike most of their prede-
cessors, also in scenes from
everyday life, people and soci-
ety.

“They (the artists) were at-
tracted to the people, and not
just to the grandees, but to or-
dinary people in the streets,”
writes Ashish Anand, CEO and

i

One of the artworks on display. Courtesy: Delhi Art Gallery

MD of DAG in a book accompa-
nying the exhibition. On display
are works of nearly 40 artists
from across the globe, including
Britain, Germany,

The Netherlands, Denmark,
France, and Japan.

“The aim is not merely to re-
trace the steps of those who
came before but to explore the
intricate perspectives of a new
generation of artists who found
different nuances and beauty in
the Indian subcontinent,”
writes MP Shashi Tharoor in the
book.

So while we do see familiar
scenes and monuments — in-
cluding Delhi's Jama Masjid —
the gaze is atypical. If artist
William Carpenter's 1857 wood

engraving depicts a crowded
street behind the iconic mosque
with its dome visible from a dis-
tance, in a 1864 work, William
Simpson presents a bird's-eye
view of the monument, then
surrounded with vast open
grounds.

Art historian Pheroza Godrej
notes in the publication: “The
show uncovers a forgotten
archive of painters and print-
makers in a fast-changing (colo-
nial) India, in a period when im-
ages were being transmitted as
picture postcards (from 1880
onwards) and photography had
become the dominant medium
of documentation.”

The exhibition view begins
with works of Dutch artist
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Marius Bauer, who toured India
twice — in 1898, and 1924-25.
Knighted thrice in the
Netherlands and a recipient of
the prestigious Grand Prix at the
Paris Exposition 1900, his very
first watercolour in the exhibi-
tion has a terrace with canopies
and dancing peacocks. In other
works, the Orientalist artist also
paints the ceremonial ox-
drawn cart and elephants, and
a courtyard of a palace.
[llustrator of children's books
Walter Crane depicts the Tomb
of Mohammed Ghaus in
Gwalior in his 1907 watercolour
on paper. In Mary Anne Blyth's
1860 watercolour, we see the
falls of Courtallam in
Tirunelveli.

Portraitist and landscape
artist William Carpenter's 1858
wood engraving has “Raja
Jowaher Singh and Attendants”
in bright hues. Simpson paints
a gypsy girl in The Brindjarries
(1863), and the prolific Horace
van Ruith paints a Shaivite as-
cetic, and portrait of a Maratha
man. We also see Lutyens’ Delhi
as it was being built. In London-
born David Gould Green’s 1916
watercolour and pastel on pa-
per, the dome of the Rashrapati
Bhawan is visible from afar,
years before it was completed
in 1929.

DTC had aridership of 121
crore before pandemic. File

DTCridership,” Shinde said, point-
ing to the expanding metro net-
work. Therise in the use of private
transport could also be linked to
the decline in DTC ridership,
which was “concerning”, Shinde
further said as she highlighted an
“unusual congestion on Delhi’s
roads in the last five years.”

Roughly three public buses
broke down every day in July, ac-
cording to updates posted on X,
formerly Twitter, by the Delhi
Traffic Police, triggering traffic
snarls across the capital. In total,
the Delhi Traffic Police posted
about more than 90 breakdowns
of public buses, which include
DTCaswell as cluster buses. Ama-
jority of these buses are said to
have reached the end of their life
cycle (15 years of operation or 10
lakh kilometres).

ADTC official pointed to more

frequent breakdowns of the buses
running on CNG, which make up
most of DTC's fleet. Officials esti-
mate that all (NG buses will be off
the roads by 2026 when they will
hit the 15-year limit. According to
experts, these buses should’'ve
been replaced after eight years,
considering the rough conditions
they operate in.

To offset the loss of CNG buses,
the governmentis adding electric
buses to the fleet. With the intro-
duction of 320 new electric buses
last month, the number of electric
busesin DTC's fleet has shot up to
1,570. Shinde also pointed to
measures such as using technol-
ogy to ensure timely bus arrivals
and keeping buses clean to attract
passengers to DTC buses.

The average number of pas-
sengers ferried daily by the DTC
buses fell from 33.29 lakhs in
2019-20 to around 25 lakhs after
the pandemic, according to Delhi’s
Economic Survey 2023-24. The
alarmingfallin the DTCbus rider-
ship was also highlighted in the
Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE)annual report
this year. It pointed to a massive
48.5% drop in bus ridership from
2017-18. High wait time and poor
service were some of the reasons
linked to the drop despite the in-
troduction of modern buses, ac-
cording to the report.

(Devansh Mittalis an
intern with The Indian Express)

Maximum temperature
drops to lowest in 17 days
as heavy rain lashes Delhi

L

—

Several parts in Delhi-NCR witnessed waterlogging, on

Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE in
the Capital dropped to its lowest
in 17 days as heavy rains lashed
several parts of Delhi-NCR on
Sunday.

The maximum temperature
in Delhi was recorded at 31 de-
grees Celsius, three notches be-
low normal, at the Safdarjung
base station. The minimum tem-
perature was recorded at 26 de-
grees Celsius, a notch below nor-
mal.

Instances of traffic snarls, wa-
terlogging and tree-falling were
reported while Delhi airport saw
three flight diversions, officials
said.

An official said three flights of
Air India were diverted, two to
Jaipur and one to Lucknow be-
tween 945 amand 11.15 am, the
official added.

Safdarjung stationlogged 26.6
mm, SPS Mayur Vihar 57 mm,
Palam 38.7 mm, Lodhi Road 30.8
mm, Ridge 2.6 mm, Aya Nagar
49 4 mm, Delhi University 4 mm,
Pusa 5.5 mm, Najafgarh 25 mm,
Pitampura 6.5 mm, and Narela O
mm of rainfall between 8.30 am
and 5.30 pm, as per data by the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD). According to Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) offi-
cials, the Central Control Room re-
ceived 12 complaints of waterlog-
ging . The Delhi Traffic Police
issued several trafficalerts due to
waterlogging. (With PTI inputs)

among the factors that led
to poor results, the teacher
said.

A government official
further highlighted that the
unique challenges faced by
the students in the geo-
graphic area include the
"problem of space crunch”
and "inadequate educa-
tional environment in
homes". Additionally, the
stakeholders give a passive
response, claimed the
teacher.

When asked about the
overall performance,a DDE
Exam Branch official said,
"Approximately 97% or
more have cleared com-
partment examinations of
Class 10 and more than 98%
have passed the compart-
ment of Class 12."

However, the results of
Class 9in the academic ses-
sion 2023-24 were dismal
with only around 64% of
students clearing the com-
partment examinations
and in Class 11, 17,308 stu-
dents could not clear the
compartment examina-
tions, as reported by The
Indian Express on July 18.

School Management
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NOT-SO-COOL IDEA |

IT MAY have been an old practice at the ministry office but the
new minister did not take kindly to it. Staffers at the Krishi
Bhawan office of Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan used to switch on the ACs before his arrival to cool
down the room. One day when Chouhan realised that the ACs
were already running, he called the officials and instructed them
notto switch onthe TV, lights and ACs before his arrival. Chouhan
asked the officials to conserve energy by switching off all elec-
trical devices when not required. An official said the minister has
been following this principle to save energy for years.

NEW OLD NEIGHBOURS

IT SEEMS Paswans and Gandbhis are destined to be neighbours
inLutyens' Delhi. Former Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan was
theimmediate neighbour of Congress leader Sonia Gandhi till he
passed away in 2020. Gandhi’s move to walk across to Paswan'’s
home at 12 Janpath in 2003 was seen as a significant momentin
India’s coalition politics as it ensured the exit of the socialist leader
from the B]JP-led NDA into the Congress-led UPA camp. Now the
second generation in the two families are going to be neighbours
again. Paswan's son and Union Minister Chirag Paswan has been
allotted 1 Sunehri Bagh as his official residence, while Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi has been offered the adjacent bunga-
low number 5 at Sunehri Bagh. The LoPis expected to move into
the bungalow as soon as the renovation work is over.

Akhilesh: Constitution

sanjeevani,

quota is

the oxygen for PDA

LALMANIVERMA
& MAULSHREE SETH
NEW DELHI, LUCKNOW, AUG 11

A DAY after Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge called the
Supreme Court’s ruling on SC/ST
subclassification a “big setback”
for the SCs and STs, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav Sunday said
there was no need to change
provisions of reservation.

On the importance of reser-
vation, Yadav said the Constitu-
tion s ‘sanjeevni’ (lifesaver) and
reservation is ‘Prana-vayu’ (oxy-
gen)for “PDA” (Pichda, Dalitand
Alpsankhyak).

“Reservation is the constitu-
tional way to empower and stre-
ngthen the exploited and de-
prived society, this is what will
bring change,” he said, adding that
the “khai(gap)” of discrimination
for several generations cannot be
bridged by changes that have
emerged in a few generations.

Hitting out at the BJP, Yadav
said, “BJP’s internal thinking has
always been anti-reservation.
That's why the trust of most of the
PDA community on BJPis contin-
uously eroding. The credibility of
the BJP ontheissue of reservation
has become zero,” Yadav said.

On August 1, a seven-judge
Constitution Bench of the SCin
a6-1 majority verdict ruled that
SCs do not constitute a socially
homogeneous class and can be
sub-classified by states for the
purpose of providing reservation
to the less privileged among
them. Four judges favoured ex-
cluding the creamy layer from
the SC/ST quota.

Meanwhile, BSP chief Maya-
wati during a meeting with
party leaders in Lucknow

Frqm Par

T,

Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

TWO MAJOR events last week,
India’s performance at the Paris
Olympics and the political devel-
opments in Dhaka, brought
home a simple message: how
much our politicians could learn
from our sportspersons.

When wrestler Vinesh
Phogat, disqualified for being 100
grams overweight, posted heran-
guish on X — “everything is shat-

BSPTOCONTESTU.P.
BYPOLLS: MAYAWATI

Lucknow: BSP chief Mayawati
on Sunday announced that
her party would contest the
bypolls on 10 Assembly seats
in UP, saying the BJP has
madeita “prestige issue”. She
hit out at the BJP, saying its
governments in Uttar
Pradesh and at the Centre
have failed to check poverty,
unemployment, inflation as
well as backwardness.

At a meeting with senior
party office bearers,
Mayawati is learnt to have
said: “There is resentment
among the public due to fail-
ure of the BJP government at
the Centre and UP.. to divert
people’s attention, the gov-
ernment is engaging in de-
structive bulldozer politics or
creating new controversies
on caste or religion.”

She was referring to the
state’s decision toamend the
anti-conversion law and the
SCverdict allowing the states
to make sub-classifications
within SCs and STs. ENS

warned them of a “deep conspir-
acy against reservation”.
“Ambedkarite BSP is the real
well-wisher of Dalits and Bahu-
jans ... Attempts are being made
to make the reservation, which
came into effect because of the
efforts and struggle of Baba
Saheb Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar, in-
effective,” Mayawati said, accord-
ing to a party statement. She also
targeted the Congress, accusing
it of being “in favour of sub-clas-
sification” of SCs and STs.

8 GOVT & POLITICS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Maldives a key partner in maintaining ‘|pfiltration spurt
stability in region, says Jaishankar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, AUGUST

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday concluded
a crucial visit to Male, assuring
the country’s top leadership that
the Maldives remains animpor-
tant partner of India in maintain-
ing peace, stability and prosper-
ity in the Indian Ocean region.
Jaishankar's three-day visit to
the Maldives was the first high-
level trip from New Delhi after
President Mohamed Muizzu,
seen as a pro-China leader, as-
sumed office in November last
year. India's relationship with
the Maldives soon came under
severe strain due to the actions
of the new government here.
During his visit, Jaishankar
called on President Muizzu and
held wide-ranging talks with his
counterpart Moosa Zameer. He
also met Maldivian Defence
Minister Ghassan Maumoon, the
Ministers of Finance and
Economic Development & Trade
and the Governor of Maldives

I-Day guest
list: Youth,
farmers,
women and
poor in focus

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

FARMERS, YOUTH, women and
the poor — described by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as the
“four pillars of adeveloped India”
during his first visit to Varanasi
after being reelected for a third
term in June — dominate the list
of over 4,000 special guests that
the Centre has drawn up for the
Independence Day celebrations.
The special guests have been
invited along with a family mem-
ber each to the event at Red Fort.
The guests have been divided into
11 categories, with 1,000 of them
from the Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare category. From the Youth
Affairs category, 600 have beenin-
vited, and 300 from the Women
and Child Development category.
Othersare from PanchayatiRaj
and Rural Development (300
each); Tribal Affairs (350); School
Education and Literacy and Border
Roads Organisation/ Ministry of
Defence (200 each); Health and
Family Welfare and Sports (150
each).Also, there are 1,200 special
guests from Niti Aayog category.
Invites to the special guests
are sent by the departments con-
cerned via the Ministry of
Defence. “...150 elected women
representatives, along with their
families, are included. There’s a
focus on youth, with 400 NSS
volunteers under the Meri Maati
Mera Desh scheme, 100 benefi-
ciaries of MyBharat scheme, and
students of PM Shri schools be-
ing on the list,” a source said.
About 150 students of Eklavya
Model Residential Schools, 100
tribal artisans and Van Dhan Vikas
Yojanamembers,and 50 tribal en-
trepreneurs are invited. “All the
special guests will arrive in Delhi
on August 14 and some of them
are scheduled tovisit the National
War Memorial. They would call
on some senior ministers during
their stay in Delhi,” the source said.
The overall guest list is much
higher, with atleast 18,000 e-in-
vitation cards having been is-
sued for the 78th Independence
Day celebrations.

External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar with Maldives
counterpart Moosa Zameer
in Addu city on Sunday. ANI

Monetary Authority.

Jaishankar'svisit highlights the
importance of the Maldives, India’s
maritime neighbour; as akey part-
ner in the ‘Neighbourhood First’
policy and India's Vision ‘SAGAR'
i.e. Security and Growth for All in
the Region, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said in a
statement on Sunday.

“Maldives remains animpor-
tant partner of India in maintain-

ing peace, stability and prosper-
ityinthe Indian Oceanregion. The
visit reaffirmed the continued
commitment of both countries to
strengthening their multi-di-
mensional bilateral relationship
and deepening their close peo-
ple-to-people ties,” it said.
India’s relationship with the
Maldives came under severe
strain since Muizzu took charge
as the President late last year.
Within hours of his oath, he had
demanded the withdrawal of
Indian military personnel man-
ning three aviation platforms
gifted by India to the Maldives.
After talks between the two
countries, the Indian military per-
sonnel were replaced by civilians.
During his meeting with
President Muizzu, Jaishankar ex-
tended greetings from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
President Muizzu appreci-
ated India’s continued develop-
mental assistance provided to
Maldives and reaffirmed his
commitment to deepen the
India-Maldives relationship fur-
ther, the MEA statement said.

Foreign Secy
meets Nepal
leadership

Kathmandu: Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri on Sunday met with
Nepal’s top leadership, including
Prime Minister K P Sharma Olj,
and discussed ways to advance
the bilateral cooperation in vari-
ous sectors with the Himalayan
nation since the formation of a
new government here.,

Misri, who is here on a two-
day visit, made a courtesy call on
President Ramchandra Paudel at
his office in Kathmandu.

Misri also met Oli, who was
sworn in last month, at his office
at Singhdurbar.

Earlier in the day, Misri and
Secretary of Nepal’s Urban
Development Ministry Maniram
Gelal jointly inaugurated a new
building of Nepal Bhasha
Parishad in Kathmandu built un-
der India's post-earthquake re-
construction grant. PTI

Modi releases 109 high-yield,
climate-resilient crop varieties

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday released 109
high-yielding, climate-resilient
and biofortified varieties of crops
at an event at the India
Agricultural Research Institute in
New Delhi.

“The 109 varieties of 61 crops
released by the Prime Minister
included 34 field crops and 27
horticultural crops. Among the
field crops, seeds of various ce-
reals including millets, forage
crops, oilseeds, pulses, sugar-
cane, cotton, fibre and other po-
tential crops were released.
Among the horticultural crops,
different varieties of fruits, veg-
etable crops, plantation crops,
tuber crops, spices, flowers and
medicinal crops were released,”
The Prime Minister’s Office said
ina statement.

Modi also spoke with farm-
ers and scientists on the occasion.

“Discussing the importance
of these new crop varieties, the
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PM Narendra Modi with Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan at India Agricultural Research Institute in Delhi. P11

Prime Minister stressed on the
significance of value addition in
agriculture. The farmers said that
these new varieties will be
highly beneficial as they will
help reduce their expenditure
and also have a positive impact
on the environment,” the PMO
statement said.

The PM also discussed the
importance of millets,and about
the benefits of “natural farming
and the increasing faith of com-

mon people towards organic
farming”.

“The farmers also lauded the
role played by Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVK) in creating
awareness. The Prime Minister
suggested that KVKs should
proactively inform farmers
about the benefits of the new va-
rieties being developed every
month to enhance awareness
about their benefits,” the state-
ment said.

despite presence
of troops’: Farooq

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, AUGUST 11

NATIONAL CONFERENCE presi-
dent and former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah Sunday suggested col-
lusion was to blame for the spurt
in cross-border infiltration and
smuggling of narcotics into the
Union Territory.

He told party workers in
Kishtwar: “Mujhe bataiye, itni fauj
hai humarey border pe, kisi bhi
mulk mein itni fauj nahi hai. Phir bhi
yeh log kaise aa rahey hein. Yeh
dawiayan kaise aa rahi hain. Miley
huey hain. Humari barbadi ke liye
mile hue hain (We have so many
troops deployed on the border; no
other country has such deploy-
ment. How are they (terrorists)
coming in? How are narcotics
coming in? They have colluded,
colluded for our destruction.”

“We believed and had faithin
them (the establishment) for ten
years, but they said one thing
and did the other. Our educated
children protested and faced ba-
tons,” he said, adding that he
cannot explain the atrocities in-
flicted on NC workers.

He appealed to the people to
unite for safeguarding the future
of the Union Territory and for
their support in the upcoming
Assembly elections. His com-
ments come against the back-
drop of a series of terror attacks
in both Jammu and Kashmir.

Senior BJP leaders and for-
mer deputy chief ministers,
Nirmal Singh and Kavinder
Gupta, described Abdullah’s
statement as “utterly baseless”
and made “out of frustration af-
ter having lost political rele-
vance” in the J&K.

Abdullah often makes such
statements but no one takes them
seriously, Singh told reporters in
Doda,adding that the NCleaderis
known for speaking “nonsense”.

Gupta said Abdullah’s reck-
less and baseless accusations are
nothing but a desperate attempt
to regain lost political ground.
"His insinuations of collusion be-

National
Conference
chief Farooq
Abdullah

ARMS, NIGHT-VISION
TECHFOR VILLAGE
DEFENCE GUARDS

Jammu: Jammu & Kashmir
Director General of PoliceRR
Swain said Sunday that vil-
lage defence guards (VDGs)
will be equipped with
weapons and night-vision
devices in an effort to shore
up the anti-infiltration grid
along the International
Border with Pakistan. He said
this would create “anew level
of difficulty for the enemy”.
VDGs will be “suitably re-
warded” for their efforts in
countering infiltration, the
DGP told reporters. He also
said that standard operating
procedures will be laid out
for the smooth functioning of
VDGs in close coordination
with the BSF and the police.
The DGP was speaking af-
ter ameeting with senior po-
lice officers, BSF officers,and
VDGs at Rajpura in Samba
district. He said the aim of
the meeting was to establish
a close rapport with the
VDGs so as to strengthen the
anti-infiltration grid. ENS

tween our honorable Indian
Army and terrorists are not only
unfounded but also agrave insult
to the brave men and women
who sacrifice their lives to pro-
tect our nation,” he said.

Ghulam Nabi Azad-led
Democratic Progressive Azad
Party (DPAP)also took objection
to Abdullah’s remarks. “He is a
senior politician and it is very un-
fortunate that he has questioned
the bravery of the Indian Army,”
a DPAP spokesperson said.

Diplomat to minister, Natwar Singh’s long journey

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

A DIPLOMAT, politician, and au-
thor. In his public life, Natwar
Singh essayed several roles and
made the transition between
them almost seamlessly over the
decades. A former External
Affairs Minister, Singh died late
on Saturday at the age of 93.
Singh was a veteran Congress
leader who forayed from diplo-
macy to politics in the 1980s. He
shared a good rapport with Indira
Gandhi and later Rajiv, holding
important portfolios in his gov-
ernment. But his relationship
with the Congress became com-
plicated after he fell out with
Sonia Gandhi over allegations of
corruption against him when he
was the external affairs minister
in the UPA-I government and af-
ter leaving the government his
political career came to an end.
Born on May 16, 1931, in
Rajasthan’s Bharatpur, Singh, an
alumnus of St Stephen’s College in
Delhi and Cambridge University,
joined the Indian Foreign Service

(IFS)in 1953 and served as India’s
Deputy High Commissioner to the
UK from 1973-1977 and was ap-
pointed High Commissioner of
India to Zambia in 1977. He also
served as Ambassador to Pakistan
from 1980 for two years. In 1983,
Singh served as the head of the
preparatory panel of the Non-
Alignment Summit in Delhi.

Singh was awarded the
Padma Bhushan in 1984.

Once he jumped into politics,
he was fast-tracked into the Rajiv
government and handled impor-
tant portfolios like steel, mines,
and coal and agriculture from
1985-1986. He then served as
Minister of State (MoS) in the
Ministry of External Affairs be-
tween 1986 and 1989, under Rajiv
Gandhi. After Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, Singh got sidelined in the
Congress as P V Narasimha Rao,
with whom he shared a strained
bond, took over as PM. He then
became afounder member of the
AllIndia Indira Congress.

However, with Sonia at the
helm, he returned to the party
over a decade later and was
elected to the Rajya Sabhain 2002.

NATWAR SINGH

19312024

After the UPA won the 2004 poll,
he took charge of the External
Affairs Ministry. In 2006, he re-
signed after his name appearedin
the oil-for-food scam. During a
probe, it was found that people
close to Singh, including his son
Jagat, allegedly made gains from
payments in exchange for con-
tracts in Iraq during the Saddam
Husseinregime. Singh always said
he hadn’t made personal gains
from the payments despite UN’s
Volcker Committee naming him
and the Congress as beneficiaries
of illegal payments in the scam.
In February 2008, Singh re-
signed from the Congress, ending
his nearly 25-year association

with the party.In 2008, he joined
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) but
was expelled in months for “anti-
party activities”, after failing to se-
cure a Rajya Sabha nomination.
Towards the end of his public
life, Singh spoke against Soniaand
former PM Dr Manmohan Singh
on several occasions and was also
accused of impropriety for reveal-
ing personal conversation with
themin his autobiography One Life
Is Not Enough, published in 2014.
In an interview to The Indian
Express at the time, Singh de-
fended himself, saying that Sonia
is a “historic public figure” and “a
public figure doesn’t have a pri-
vate life”. “..I haven’t written this
book with any vengeance, malice
or bitterness; otherwise [ would
godowninmyownesteem.Inthe
ultimate analysis,Iam answerable
to myself,” he said. In his book, he
also claimed that 10 Janpath
(Sonia’s house) was the real power
centre of the UPA government.
Apart from his autobiogra-
phy, Singh also wrote The Legacy
of Nehru: AMemorial Tribute and
My China Diary 1956-88. He is
survived by his wife Heminder

Kumari Singh and son Jagat.

On Sunday;, calling Singh “an
outstanding parliamentarian”,
President Droupadi Murmu
wrote on X: “Sad to learn about
the demise of former Union
Minister Shri K Natwar Singh. In
his long career, he wore many
hats, from a distinguished diplo-
mat toanoutstanding parliamen-
tarian. Honoured with Padma
Bhushan, he was alsoarenowned
man of letters. My heartfelt con-
dolences to his family, friends...”

PM Narendra Modi said that
Singh made rich contributions to
the world of diplomacy and for-
eign policy. “Pained by the pass-
ing away of Shri Natwar Singh Ji.
He made rich contributions to the
world of diplomacy and foreign
policy. He was also known for his
intellect as well as prolificwriting.
My thoughts are with his family
and admirers in this hour of grief.
Om Shanti,” he posted on X.

Inaposton X, Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge called
Singh an “acclaimed intellectual”
as well as lauded his contribu-
tions to diplomacy and external
affairs of the country.

is Olympics, lessons for Indian politicians on both sides of the aisle

tered... Goodbye wrestling 2001-
2024” — Beijing Olympics gold
medalist Abhinav Bindra told her:
“Some (victories)end upinacab-
inet(cupboard)but the ones that
matter find their way into the sto-
ries we tell our children. And
every child in the country will
know the champion you are.”
Bindra’s words were a tribute
to Vinesh’s grit, which had over-
come among other things, in-
juries and the trauma of the bat-
tle she fought last year taking on
the high and mighty, including
former BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh who the wrestlers
had accused of sexual harass-
ment. Bindra echoed what many
in India felt that day. To para-
phrase John Donne: “Your defeat

diminishes me too.”

An ecstatic Indian hockey
captain Harmanpreet Singh
shared the credit of the (bronze)
victory by carrying his goal-
keeper PR Sreejesh on his shoul-
ders, together accepting the fans’
euphoric acclaim.

India’s Tokyo gold medalist
Neeraj Chopra, who could only
win a silver at Paris this time,
said: “I tried my best but Arshad
Nadeem (from Pakistan who
won the gold) produced an
excellent throw.” Neeraj’s
mother Saroj Devi echoed her
son’s sentiment, “We are very
happy... the one who got the
gold is also like our son,”
Arshad’s mother in Pakistan sent
her blessings to Neeraj.

Victory or defeat, elation
or depression, India’s young
sportspersons reached out
to others. Politics is, of course, a
different sport.

The Opposition first re-
sponded with gravitas to the sit-
uation in Bangladesh, after the
sudden fall of the India-friendly
Sheikh Hasina. There was con-
cern all around that the turbu-
lence unleashed in Bangladesh
should not spill into India across
the border in West Bengal or the
North-eastern states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram. In the past, when less
friendly governments have been
in power in Dhaka, Bangladesh
hasbeen used as a sanctuary for
insurgent groups.

epaper.indianexpress.ﬂum.. .

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi expressed his concern,
External Affairs Minister M S
Jaishankar briefed the LoP. Even
the normally feisty West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
said she will abide by whatever
decision the Central government
takes on Bangladesh. The gov-
ernment called an all-party
meeting to brief the Opposition
on the situation in Bangladesh as
the Congress called for a com-
prehensive foreign policy debate
in Parliament.

Then suddenly, and curi-
ously, came the remark from
senior Congress leader Salman
Khurshid — he had once headed
the External Affairs Ministry —
that a “Bangladesh type of situa-

tion could happenin India”.

Khurshid’s remarks struck a
discordant note especially given
the uncertainties in a fast-chang-
ing geopolitical scenario - more
sowhen the need is for a respon-
sible, restrained and unified
Indian response to the develop-
ments in Bangladesh.

Aword alsoon the spatinthe
Rajya Sabha between chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and five-time
SP MP Jaya Bachchan. Bachchan
has aright to be addressed as she
wants and she wants to be called
Jaya Bachchan, not Jaya Amitabh
Bachchan, which is the way the
Rajya Sabha Chair addressed her
on three occasions -- saying this
is her name in the formal papers
she submitted.

The chair could have handled
itwith alighter touch, instead of
the angry words that followed —
even as Jaya Bachchan criticised
Dhankhar for his “tone” calling
it “unacceptable”.

A walkout by the Opposition
MPs followed, led by Sonia
Gandhi; the episode seems to
have brought the estranged
Gandhis and Bachchans closer.
That apart, the Opposition’s
protests reflected their pent-up
anger against the chair in both
Houses for what they allege is
their partisan conduct.

But for the Opposition to think
of bringing animpeachment mo-
tion against the Rajya Sabha Chair,
something that has not happened
in independent India, is again an

example of going over the top.
Clearly, a strengthened
Opposition won't take things ly-
ing down. But they will have to
choose their battles wisely. As for
the chair, Om Birla and Jagdeep
Dhankhar, will have to address the
sense of grievance the Opposition
MPs feel, be even-handed and be
seenas even-handed.If only both
sides would fight hard when re-
quired and be big-hearted when
necessary — like our sportsper-
sons — for the larger prize called
our parliamentary democracy.
Neerja Chowdhury,
Contributing Editor, The Indian
Express, has covered the
last 11 Lok Sabha elections.
She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide
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RAPE AND MURDER OF WOMAN DOCTOR AT KOLKATA HOSPITAL

Crime committed spontaneously,
accused intoxicated, say police

SWEETY KUMARI
& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, AUGUST 11

KOLKATA POLICE investigating
the alleged rape and murderof a
young junior doctor at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
said the preliminary findings
suggest that the crime was com-
mitted “in a spontaneous man-
ner” and the arrested accused,
Sanjay Roy, was “intoxicated”.

Sources in the police also said
the murder and rape likely took
place between 3 am and 6 am
Friday. Sources in the hospital
had earlier told The Indian
Express that the woman doctor
was on duty until 2 amon Friday.

Sources said police are not
ruling out the possibility that the
woman was first killed and then
raped. “After going through the
autopsy report, circumstantial
evidence, and other material ev-
idence, we will be able to con-
clude whether she was first
raped and then murdered or
vice-versa,” said a police officer
involved in the probe.

Kolkata Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal, accompanied by

Express

Kolkata Police chief Vineet
Goyal and other senior
officers at RG Kar Medical
College & Hospital, Sunday

DCP (North) Abhishek Gupta
and Additional Commissioner
Santosh Pandey Sunday exam-
ined the crime scene.

The seminar room, where the
woman’s body was found, has
two entries. “In one of the entry
points, no suspicious movement
was noted in CCTV footage, while
in the other, we noticed some sus-
picious movement involving Roy.
We found evidence against him
and arrested him. We have seized
his shoes and a few of his belong-

ings as part of probe,” said a po-
lice officer involved in the probe.

“He (Roy) was a habitual
drinker. He had no relationship
with anyone of us,” the sister of
the accused said. “We sisters take
care of our mother. We don't
know how he got the civic volun-
teer job,” she said.

Meanwhile, Additional Com-
missioner of Police Murlidhar
Sharma Sunday visited the wo-
man doctor’s house and met her
parents. He said the police handed
over a copy of the postmortemre-
portto the family. “We explained
and briefed them everything
about ourinvestigation so far. We
also informed them about our
next course of action. The family
said they have faithin us,” he said.

Hospital chief removed

The government Sunday re-
moved hospital superintendent
Sanjay Vashisth. Prof Bulbul
Mukhopadhyay, dean of student
affairs of the hospital has been
given additional charge of super-
intendent. Kolkata Police has
also decided to remove an ACP-
rank officer from charge of the
hospital. Goyal conveyed this to
the protesting students.

‘How long will we keep losing sons’:
Father of Bihar soldier killed in J&K

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST T1

THE FATHER of Havildar Deepak
Kumar, who was among two sol-
diers killed Saturday in an en-
counter with militants in J&K’s
Anantnag, has urged the Centre to
take care of Deepak’s wife and son.

“How long will fathers like
me keep losing their sons?” said
Deepak’s father Suresh Rai, a
farmer and resident of Lavwan
Kalan village at Baniapur in
Bihar’s Saran district.

Deepak (34) had joined the
Army in 2008. His elder brother,
Devendra, is also in the Army.
Deepak is survived by his wife
Anita and their nine-year-old

9 of family from
Himachal die in
Punjab after
SUV swept away

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, AUGUST 11

ON THEIR way to attend a wed-
ding in Nawanshahr, nine mem-
bers of a Himachal family
drowned and two were swept
away after the SUV they were
travelling in got stuck in the
swollen seasonal stream Choe in
Punjab’s Jaijon area, nearly 34
km from Hoshiarpur, Sunday,
SSP Surinder Lamba told The
Indian Express.

SSP said police arrived at the
spot swiftly and called in NDRF
team to assist them in rescue and
search operations for the missing.
Police said search for missing per-
sonswas called off for theday and
would resume Monday.

Chabbewal police station Sub-
Inspector Parvinderjit Singh said
they are yet to record the state-
ment of Deepak (22), who was
among the 12 inthe SUV. “Deepak
told police that after reaching sea-
sonal stream, they saw a heavy ve-
hicle crossing it, leading them to
believe their vehicle beingan SUV
would also make it. As it entered
the stream, gushing water and
wild vegetation smashed win-
dowpanes, and people were
swept away,” Singh said.

son. He had last come to his vil-
lage two months ago. “I have lost
my son. [ will be going to Patna
on Monday with some members
of the family to receive the mor-
tal remains of my martyr son,”
Suresh Rai said.

“The government should thi-
nkof some long-term plan todeal
with militancy in J&K,” he said.

Rai also urged the govern-
ment to take care of Deepak’s
wife and son. “Deepak hardly
had any savings. He would send
me money off and on as he had
his family responsibilities as
well. He wanted to build a pucca
house at the village, but he
hardly had money,” said Rai, a
farmer who has just about two
bighas of agricultural land.

GUNFIGHTS IN J&K’s
KISHTWAR, UDHAMPUR

Jammu: Security forces and
militants got into a brief en-
counter in Paddar area of JRK’s
Kishtwar district Sunday, offi-
cials said. But pilgrims on their
Machail Mata yatra need not
panic as adequate security is
in place, they said. Officials
said forces established contact
with militantsin the forests of
Basantgarhin Udhampurdis-
trict Sunday. A few rounds
were exchanged between two
sides in Khaned forest but
there was no report of casu-
alty, they said. ENS & PTI

Video of pistol washing
leads MP cops to illegal
arms unit, two arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, AUGUST 11

THE MADHYA Pradesh police
said they busted an illegal arms
factory in Morena district aftera
video showing a woman wash-
ing pistols with soap started do-
ing the rounds on social media.
Amanand his son were arrested.

After they verified the video,
police said they searched a
house in Ganeshpura area Friday
night, and found an illegal arms
manufacturing unit was being
operated from there for the last
six months.

During the searches, police
found a double-barrel gun of 315
bore, a pistol of 315 bore, a pistol
of 32 bore, and several incom-
plete weapons. They also seized
materials and tools used to make
these illegal weapons.

Police said they were interro-
gating the suspects to find out
where the illegal weapons were
distributed.

A senior police officer said,
“We got to know about a video of
awoman whowas cleaning some
country-made pistols. Then, we
found out the accused was from
Ganeshpura village and that her

Avideo grab shows a
woman washing a pistol

husband was involved in the busi-
ness of making country-made pis-
tols. During the raid, the woman’s
husband and father-in-law were
arrested as they tried to flee. Three
country-made pistols, several
half-made weapons, and various
other equipment and materials
were seized from the factory.”

The arrested were identified
as Shakti Kapoor Sakhwar and
his father Biharilal Sakhwar. They
were allegedly running the ille-
gal arms factory, the officer said.

Police have registered a case
under the Arms Act, he said. On
Saturday, the accused were pro-
duced before a court which re-
manded Biharilal in judicial cus-
tody and his son to one-day
police custody.

SAU ACTION OVER PHD PROPOSAL

Sri Lankan prof said he conveyed
all facts to envoy, she denies it

There was no mention of criticism of PM by a noted linguist both in written and
verbal communications presented to me by Prof Perera: High Commissioner

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

DAYS AFTER the Sri Lankan High
Commissioner said she was not
aware thataprobe initiated by the
South Asian University (SAU)
against sociologist Sasanka Perera
was linked toa PhD scholar citing
linguist Noam Chomsky’s criti-
cism of the NDA government,
Perera said this was a “misrepre-
sentation of facts”.

Perera, who is from Sri Lanka,
had left SAU after a disciplinaryin-
quiry was initiated against him
over adoctoral research proposal
on Kashmir’s ethnography and
politics, by a PhD scholar he was
supervising, that cites Chomsky’s
criticism.

On April 23, Sri Lankan High
Commissioner Kshenuka
Senewiratne had expressed her
“concerns” with SAU president K
K Aggarwal regarding “an in-
tended inquiry” against Perera.
She also wrote a letter to
Aggarwal on May 12.

In response to The Indian
Express report on her letter
(August 4), the High Commissi-

oner said she had not known that
the SAU action was linked to the
research proposal citing criticism
of the NDA when she raised con-
cerns with the university.
However, Perera said he had
conveyed the details of the issue
to High  Commissioner
Senewiratne.
“Imustunqualifiedly state that
her claim thatI have not ‘divulged’
toher (details)about the proposal
of the concerned student and its
quotation of Prof Noam
Chomsky’s criticism of Prime
Minister Modi is being economi-
calwith the truth, to say the least,”
he said, adding that he “kept the
High Commissioner informed of
allaspects of the inquiry process”.
When asked about Perera's
claims, Senewiratne told The
Indian Express that she did not re-
call “receiving any text messages
mentioning this particular refer-
ence of what Chomsky said about
PM Modi from Prof Perera”.
“There was no mention of the
criticism of the PM by anoted lin-
guist both in the written and the
verbal communications pre-
sented to me by Prof Perera.
Neither has the university in-

formed me about this whenIgave
my representation to them. I have
notinitiated any communication
from my side to the university
post my communication on May
12,” Senewiratne said.

Shereiterated thatif such aref-
erence was received, norepresen-
tation atadiplomaticlevel would
have been made.

In his statement to The Indian
Express on Saturday, Perera re-
ferred to hiscommunication with
the High Commissioner over text
messages on April 13. “A formal
inquiry has beeninstituted on the
claim of violating professional
code of conduct and violating laws
of the host country. None of this
makes any sense. In the first, it is
for supervising a student whose
work deals with Kashmir. There is
aquotation fromawell knownUS
scholar on the Indian PM...,”
Perera wrote to the High
Commissioner.

Following this, Perera said he
met the High Commissioner in
her office on April 18 and “ex
panded onit”.

“I also suggested that she go
through the documents I had at
hand at the time - hard copies of

14 killed, 5 washed away in dam
as heavy raln lashes Ra]asthan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, AUGUST 11

ATLEAST 14 people were killed in
rain-related incidents across
Rajasthan on Sunday while five
people were washed away by the
gushing water of Kanota Dam in
the capital Jaipur, officials said.

Karauli and Hinduan in east-
ernRajasthan’s Karauli district are
facing a flood-like situation fol-
lowing incessant rainfall since
Saturday night, officials said.

Seven people drowned while
bathing in a river in Bharatpur.
Eightyouths from Srinagar village
were taking a bath in the
Banganga River in Bharatpur.

In Jaipur, the five men were
out on a picnic at the dam when
they were washed away by the

Tripura teacher
facing molestation
charge lynched

Agartala: Accusing a school
teacher in Tripura’s Gomati dis-
trict of molesting a minor girl stu-
dent, a mob assaulted him lead-
ing to his death two days later, a
police officer said on Sunday.

Police have lodged an FIR in
this connection, but no arrest was
made. It is alleged that the man,
who was in his40s, molested the
girl during a private tuition ses-
sion.

Following this, local people
severely beat up the government
school teacher Thursday.

“After a severe assault, local
people took him to RK Pur police
station on August 8 night in pres-
ence of his wife and lodged a mo-
lestation case against him. On
doctor’s advice, the accused sta-
yed the night atalocal health cen-
tre,” Assistant IGP (Law & Order)
Ananta Das said. He was arrested
and secured bail Friday. Das said
the teacher tookill after returning
home and was admitted toa hos-
pital in Agartala. He died Saturday,
the officer said. PTI

Aflooded street in Jaipur on Sunday. Rohit Jain Paras

gushing water, officials said.

In Jhunjhunu, three people
drowned while bathing in a
pond in Mehrana village. In
Karauli, a father-son duo, Zakir
Khan, 40, and Ziya Khan, 12,
were killed on Sunday after get-
ting trapped under the debris of

their house that collapsed due to
heavy rain, police said.

Inanotherincident,a 19-year-
old nursing student died after he
slipped and fell into the Kedia
stream in Banswara. In Sawai
Madhopur, a 35-year-old man
drowned ina pond.

which I took to the meeting - so
that the entire case was clear, in-
cluding inferences to Prof Cho-
msky and the Prime Minister. She
did not hesitate to tell me categor-
ically that she did not need to see
these. I was neither requested to
furnish anything else at the meet-
ing or subsequently,” Perera said.

He said he had also conveyed
to the High Commissioner that “...
the bone of contention for the uni-
versity was the criticism of the PM
in a quote from Prof Chomsky,
which was used by my studentin
his proposal... This was not my
opinion or that of the student’s,
but a quotation used as per regu-
lar academic practice in social sci-
ences.”

SAU s aninternational univer-
sity sponsored by eight South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation countries, and Sri
Lankaisamember state of its gov-
erning board. Perera taught sociol-
ogy at SAU and was a founding
member of the department at the
university. The SAU had earlier
said that while an inquiry had in-
deed beeninitiated against Perera,
“no PhD proposal led to the resig-
nation of a professor”.

Odisha: 41 workers
handed over to
COpS on suspicion
of Bangladesh link

Bhubaneswar: Members of BJYM
in Odisha rounded up as many as
34 workers at a construction site
inSambalpur on suspicion of be-
ing Bangladeshis and handed
them over to the police. The work-
ers were later released after police
verified that they were not from
Bangladesh, said officers.

In Bhadrak district, residents
rounded up seven persons — sus-
pecting them of being from
Bangladesh — and handed them
over to the police. Police said they
are verifying their identities.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
made a phone call to her Odisha
counterpart Mohan Charan Majhi,
andrequested himtolookinto the
alleged incidents of assault on
labourers from her state.  ENS

IE Thinc session today: How to deal
with climate change in coastal cities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

UPAND down the country, Indian
citiesare increasingly facing chal-
lenges related to urbanisation as
well as climate change. But
nowhere are these two sets of
concerns more alarming than in
coastal cities such as Chennai.

Climate change is not only
raising temperatures atanalarm-
ing rate butalso makingincidence
of rainfall more erratic and cy-
clonic storms more frequent.
Cities are failing to adapt to such
environmental changes through
better urban planning.

Indeed, many experts believe
unchecked and often ill-con-
ceived construction is equally re-
sponsible for cities such as
Chennai routinely complaining of
both floods aswell as lack of drink-
ing water all at the same time.

In June 2023, the Tamil Nadu
government launched Chennai’s
first Climate Action Plan (CAP),
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making it the second Indian city
to have a Paris Agreement-aligned
CAP. How is this changing urban
planning in Chennai? What les-
sons can the rest of the country,
especially the coastal cities, learn
from Chennai’s example? What
more needs to be done to ensure
India’s coastal cities can deal with
climate change?

These will be some key ques-
tionsdiscussed in the second edi-
tion of The Indian Express’s THINC:
CITIES seminar series, presented
by Omidyar Network India, to be
organised in Chennai on Monday.

The seminar will feature a
keynote address on “Urban plan-
ning in the era of climate change”
by Dr Palanivel Thiaga Rajan (PTR),
Minister for Information
Technology & Digital Services,
Tamil Nadu. It will be followed by
afireside chat on “Resilient urban
planning for vulnerable regions”
with K Chandru, retired judge,
Madras High Court. Finally, there
will be a panel discussion on
whether cities are taking proac-
tive steps to tackle climate change.

The panel of experts will fea-
ture Anshul Mishra, IAS and
Member Secretary of Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA), Anant
Maringanti, Executive Director,
Hyderabad Urban Lab, D
Raghunandan, Project Lead,
Inhale ClimACT-Chennai, and
Sabareesh Suresh, Manager,
Climate Action Implementation,
C40Cities Climate Leadership Inc.

The seminar will be moder-
ated by Udit Misra, Associate
Editor, The Indian Express.
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Former Manipur
MLA’s wife
killed in blast;

police say no
link to conflict

Charubala

Haokip, 59,
died in the

blast at her
home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 11

THE WIEFE of a former Manipur
MLA was killed in a bomb blast
at their home in Kangpokpi dis-
trict, police said Sunday, adding
that the incident was not linked
to the ethnic conflictin the state.

A police officer from Kangpo-
kpi district said the incident took
place around 3 pm Saturday, but
was reported early Sunday morn-
ing. According to police, a locally
made IED had been placed with
waste material at the house.
Charubala Haokip, 59, wife of for-
mer Saikul MLA Yamthong
Haokip, died when she sought to
burn the waste material. “When
the deceased burned the waste
material, it exploded. Everybody
elseis okay. There are no other fa-
talities or injuries,” the officer said.

In his complaint registered at
Saikul police station Sunday,
Haokip said the incident took
place when his wife was cleaning
the house and the compound
Saturday afternoon. “My wife was
hit by an explosive item, most
likely suspicion [sic] to be bomb,
while burning waste items. Due
toherinjury...and excessive bleed-
ing, my wife has succumbed to
herinjury,” he wrote.

No arrests had been made as
of Sunday morning. “The former
MLA had purchased some land
adjacent to one of his uncles’
grandsons and there was a dis-
pute. We suspect this was re-
lated to that. We are investigat-
ing,” the police officer said.

According to residents of vil-
lage, this dispute has flared up
many times and resulted in a
physical confrontation earlier this
year in which people on both
sides had been injured.

While Charubala was from the
Meitei community, Kangpokpi is
a Kuki-Zomi-dominated district.

Haokip, 64, won Saikul seat
twice —in 2012 and 2017,bothon
Congress tickets. He joined BJP be-
fore 2022 Assembly polls. He is
among those named as accused
ina2018 NIA case linked to miss-
ing arms from Manipur Rifles ar-
moury.

Last Paradesi

Jewish woman in
KOChl dles at 89

3] Queenie
Hallegua

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST T1

THE LAST woman of Kochi’s
Paradesi Jew community died in
Mattancherry area on Sunday at
the age of 89.

Queenie Hallegua was the wife
of thelate Samuel H Hallegua. She
is survived by her children, Fiona
and David Hallegua - both of
whom live in the US along with
their spouses and children.

With her death, only one
Paradesi Jew — White Jews of
European origin - remains in
Kochi: Queenie’s 65-year-old
nephew Keith [ Hellegua.
Queenie was the warden and
managing trustee of Paradesi
Synagogue from 2012 to 2018.

Job losses and salary cuts hit Surat dlamond hub dlstress pushes workers to brink

KAMAAL SAIYED
SURAT, AUGUST 11

A SUICIDE helpline launched by
the Diamond Workers Union
Gujarat (DWUG) has received
over 1,600 calls —or more than 50
calls a day — since its launch on
July 15. Nearly 75% of the callers
are workers who lost their jobs.
This is just an indicator of the
distress and desperation among
the workers engaged in the Surat
diamond industry, India’s largest,
that has been struggling for more
than a year now after being hit by
conflicts abroad — first the Russia-
Ukraine war and then the one be-
tween Israel and Palestine.

Joblossesand salary cutsinthe
diamond units, on which more
than 10 lakh livelihoods depend,
have claimed the lives of 62 dia-
mond polishersin past 16 months.

Among those who called the
helpline was Jaysukh Koradiya
(52), aresident of Varachha, who
soughtajob to clear his debt of Rs
3.2 lakh as the factory where he
worked shut two months ago.

“We somehow survived the
2008 recession but now it has be-
come difficult for ustogo on.Iwas
drawing Rs 20,000 salary. I have
to pay amonthly house rent of Rs
5,000. My two months rent is
due...1 called the DWUG helpline
seekingajobsothatlcanclearthe
loansItook from private financers

to meet the marriage expenses of
my daughter in January,” said
Koradiya, who has 28 years expe-
rience. Koradiya’s family now de-
pends on what his wife earns
from stitching sequins on sarees
and dress materials athome. Their
sonis a final-year BCom student.
Rajesh Savaliya (45), physically
challenged due to polio, lost his
managerial job in a reputed dia-
mond company. Later, he gotajob
with Rs 18,000 as salary at a dia-
mond firm. Two months ago, he
lost this job as well. Living in a
rented house at Pungam, Savaliya
has notbeen able to pay the school
fees of his two children. While one
childisinclass 11,the otherisin9,
and their fees at the private school

The diamond industry has been hit by conflicts abroad. File

are Rs 18,000 and Rs 16,000, re-
spectively. “The school wants us
to pay advance for six months. We
are helpless. I called DWUG seek-
ing help to pay the fees and also
getajob,” said Savaliya.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

DWUG president Ramesh
Jileriya said there are also workers
like Sanjay Patel, who has been
jobless for the past six months.On
July 20, the desperate 40-year-old
walked into the DWUG office, say-

ing he had no choice but toend his
life.“He was drawing a salary of Rs
45,000 and had bought a house
onloan and is now unable to pay
the installments,” said Jileriya,
adding that Patel’s house was
seized by the bank and he had to
move into arented house with his
family. He has two children.

“He hasdebts of over Rs 5 lakh.
After he lost his job, he sold his
wife’s ornaments and his vehicles.
He tried to get ajob in other firms
but failed,” said Jileriya, adding
that Patel has 15 years experience
in the diamond industry. The
DWUG counselled Patel and is
now trying to get himajob.

Not all were as lucky:.

On July 17, diamond polisher

Sagar Makwana(21),of Punagam,
died by suicide after a salary cut.
“Sagar earned Rs 23,000 per
month butin the past fewmonths
he had been getting Rs 10,000 as
work flow had reduced.. We don't
want to blame anybody for his
death,” his brother Kalpesh said.
Surat Diamond Association
president Jagdish Khunt said, “The
recession in the diamond indus-
try is due to the Russia-Ukraine
war, Israel-Palestine conflict and
afalling demand for polished dia-
monds in the international mar-
ket.” Due to the sanctions im-
posed by the USand theban by G7
countries on Russian diamonds,
the industry has been left with

large inventories.

DWUG Surat unit president
Bhavesh Tank said over 150
helpline calls were on school fees.
“Of them, we found 35 casestobe
genuine,” said Tank. The students’
list was shared with Laljibhai
Patel, owner of Dharmanandan
Diamond who bought PM
Narendra Modi's monogrammed
suitin 2015,and he agreed to help.
On Sunday, cheques worth over
Rs 4 lakh were handed over.

“We learnt that over 25,000
diamond polishers lost their jobs
in the recession period,” said Tank.

Khunt said: “We appeal to fac-
tory owners not to lay off polish-
ers, but try to find solutions like re-
ducing working hours and giving
more than one weekly off.”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SEBI AND A CLOUD

Allegations about conflict of interest related to chairperson need
to be investigated. Denial doesn’t work, more disclosure does

IGHTEEN-ODD MONTHS after Hindenburg Research accused the Adani group

of “brazen stock market manipulation” and “accounting fraud”, allegations

that the group denied and the Supreme Court said don't need any CBI or court-

monitored probe, the firm, facing a show-cause notice from Sebi, the stock
market regulator, is back. It claims it’s connecting the dots between what it sees as inac-
tion on the issue by the regulator and its chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch’s investments. A
series of revelations, based on whistleblower papers, made by the US-based firm raise
questions for SEBI, and turn the spotlight, specifically, on the regulator’s disclosure norms.
The outright denial by all parties is hardly an answer.

Hindenburg has alleged that Buch and her husband “had hidden stakes in the exact
same obscure offshore Bermuda and Mauritius funds, found in the same complex nested
structure, used by Vinod Adani”. During her tenure as a whole-time member of SEBI, it
says, Buch was in communication with the managers of the offshore fund, and wrote to
India Infoline to redeem the units in the fund. And that during this time she had an inter-
estin an offshore Singapore consulting firm, Agora, and it was only two weeks after she was
appointed as SEBI chairperson that she transferred the shares to her husband. In her de-
fence, Buch has said that “all disclosures as required have already been furnished to SEBI”.
The SEBI code for board members asks that they disclose their interests which may con-
flict with their duties, along with transactions of family members. However, in light of the
latest controversy, it must be asked: When the regulator was investigating the allegations
surrounding the Adani Group, why were the disclosures not made available to the wider
public? After all, members of Parliament openly declare their assets. Any connection be-
tween the regulator and the regulated must be publicly disclosed. It is especially odd con-
sidering that the same stock market regulator had, in the words of the Supreme Court ap-
pointed expert committee, “drawn a blank” in its inquiry to determine the contributors to
the foreign portfolio investors who had invested in the Adani Group. It must be asked
whether the regulator’s associations with parties who themselves are key players in pri-
vate investment firms should also have been publicly disclosed.

Ablunt denial will not work. This matter needs to be investigated and every disclosure
made — or not made — shared. Not doing so undermines the integrity and independence
of the regulator. Given that Buch is the chairperson of SEBI, there will be a question mark
over any process initiated by the market regulator to get to the bottom of these revela-
tions. There is also arisk that this will get caught in a political slugfest. Larger issues of pro-
priety and conflict of interest are at stake, and the aim of any such exercise is to strengthen
the market regulator in a time of rising market penetration. Quite simply, when the mar-
ket regulator is under a cloud, all stakeholders, from SEBI to the government, need to act
urgently to clear it, fully protecting its institutional autonomy. A short-seller may play fast
and loose — the Indian market, the world’s fourth largest by market cap, needs to ring-
fence its regulator with a stronger firewall — and a higher bar.

AFTER THE OLYMPICS

As the curtains come down in Paris, Indian sports needs to go
into a huddle. Stakeholders need to pull in the same direction

INISHING WITH SIX medals, India couldn’t improve on its last Olympics medal

haul of seven. On the medals tally, it slipped from 48th to 70th place. With defend-

ing javelin champion Neeraj Chopra settling for silver, the lack of a gold medal cost

the country a good 10 places this time. So how will a cold-hearted reviewer — who
treats Vinesh Phogat’s tragic 100 grams miss with hard objectivity — see the performance of
India's biggest-ever Olympic contingent in 2024? Paris will be remembered for the lessons it
taught a nation with grand sporting dreams of producing world-class athletes and hosting
mega international events. As the curtains come down in Paris, Indian sports needs to go into
ahuddle. The important stake-holders — federations, Sports Authority of India, Sports Ministry
and other non-government organisations — need to pull in the same direction.

The spending on elite athletes was generous, but at times it was celebrity-driven and
without foresight. Badminton legend Prakash Padukone raised valid questions on the need
for athletes to be far more accountable and deliver when it matters. The federations also need
to correct course. Phogat’s weight category confusion and Nikhat Zareen'’s lack of match-day
training and subsequent tough draw point to the mess the national wrestling and boxing
bodies find themselves in. India can dream of broad-basing into swimming and athletics,
but not without ensuring badminton, weightlifting, wrestling, and boxing keep up with their
medal marks. The country also shouldn't see the many fourth-place finishes as the speck of
morning light that promises a sparkling dawn. These near-misses will need to be minutely
analysed for meltdowns under pressure. Being on the threshold of the podiumis no guaran-
tee of reaching the much-celebrated Top 3 perch in a matter of four years.

The real bright spot has been the men'’s hockey team. Back-to-back Olympic bronze
medals is an exceptional achievement. Captain Harmanpreet Singh, leading the team
both at Tokyo and Paris, had a reliable core group that the selectors didn't disturb. In coach
Craig Fulton, the team had a committed coach with an international reputation of build-
ing champion international sides. The government and federation also gave both
Harmanpreet and Fulton a free hand. Olympic medals need a process and persistence
with top names at least over a couple of cycles. Double medallist shooter Manu Bhaker
wanted Jaspal Rana as her coach. After a lot of reluctance, the decision-makers relented
and Bhaker had her way. So at the Paris review meeting for Indian sports stake-holders,
there needs to be a white-board with a message written in bold — “Identify the champi-
ons wisely and honestly. And listen to them”.

FrREEZE FRAME E P Unny

The Pavty seems t0 have a
(onger border wWith
them than the
Rovernment.

h THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, AUGUST 12,2024

¢
A -
A\\-" | .

;' THE EDITORIAL PAGE

ThelndianEXPRESS  Three neighbourhood questions

Why was India taken by surprise by swiftness of final

changes in Afghanistan, Maldives and Bangladesh?

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WOoRDLY WISE
THIS ABILITY TO CONQUER ONESELF IS
NO DOUBT THE MOST PRECIOUS OF ALL THINGS
SPORTS BESTOWS. — OLGA KorBUT

VIVEK KATJU

IN LESSTHAN three years, Indian foreign and
security interests have suffered severe set-
backs in three countries in India’s immedi-
ate neighbourhood. On August 5, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the mainstay of
India’s Bangladesh policy, had to resign at
short notice amidst widespread and violent
protests and flee to this country. On
November 17,2023, Mohamed Muizzu was
sworn in as President of Maldives after win-
ning the presidential election. He is commit-
ted to diminishing India’s role in the island
country while enhancing China’s presence.
His predecessor, Ibrahim Solih, had the oppo-
site approach. And, on August 15, 2021,
Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani, in
whom India had invested so much diplo-
matic capital, had to fly out of the country
even as the Taliban took over. Were these
grave reverses the consequence of misjudge-
ments of those in charge of the country’s for-
eign and security policies or do the reasons
lie in the structures of policy making in these
critical areas?

Itis essential that the political and secu-
rity classes introspect on these issues, avoid-
ing political point scoring. The nation is fac-
ing such significant security challenges that
it cannot afford the luxury of politics as usual
on these matters. Indeed, it was encouraging
that the government called an all-party
meeting on August 6 to brief the Opposition
on the developments in Bangladesh and the
Opposition leaders have responded, as yet,
by not raising the temperature on the gov-
ernment’s handling of Bangladesh. This gov-
ernment-Opposition dialogue should con-
tinue in the coming weeks and months and
extend also to a consideration of policy-
making structures — ultimately, the govern-
ment, apart from the judgement and in-
stincts of its top leadership, has to rely on
the professional advice given by the various
ministries, organisations and agencies
which handle India’s external interests. It
has to be ensured that they work harmo-
niously. A brief consideration if this is so
would not be out of place in view of the ad-

In 1968, India created its
external intelligence service
with the mandate to ensure
that it develops the skills to
explore and bring forth the
subterranean which impacts
India’s interests. It has a
special role to play in the
neighbourhood. Diplomats
and officers of the external
intelligence, MEA, other
concerned ministries and the
external intelligence agency
have different but
complementary roles and
methods to safeguard and
promote national interest.
They have to avoid the
temptation to tread into the
others’ mandate. In this
context, it needs to be
examined how far the original
idea regarding the
constitution of the external
service has been adhered to.

verse impact to India’s interests in the cited
cases of regime change.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) s
in charge of managing the foreign policy of
the country. It is manned by the Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) whose mandate is to
look after India’s external interests. In the
neighbouring countries, India’s embassies
are helmed by diplomats who are carefully
chosen for their competence and under-
standing of regional and global affairs. They
have insights not only into the thinking, in-
clinations and compulsions of the political
leaders of their countries of posting, but of
the country’s social, economic and political
trends. The top management of MEA has
similar capabilities to appropriately advise
the country’s political leadership.

In 1968, India created its external intelli-
gence service with the mandate to ensure that
it develops the skills to explore and bring forth
the subterranean which impacts India’s inter-
ests. It has a special role to play in the neigh-
bourhood. Diplomats and officers of the ex-
ternal intelligence, MEA, other concerned
ministries and the external intelligence agency
have different but complementary roles and
methods to safeguard and promote national
interest. They have to avoid the temptation to
tread into the others’ mandate. In this context,
it needs to be examined how far the original
idea regarding the constitution of the exter-
nal service has been adhered to.

Ina paper published in 2019 in the Journal
of Defence Studies of the Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, P
S Raghavan, a distinguished diplomat who,
after his retirement, chaired the National
Security Advisory Board, examined the addi-
tions made to India’s National Security
Structure after its nuclear tests of 1998. As
India became a nuclear weapons state and in
the quarter century since, naturally, new se-
curity structures had to be put in place to
meet new and growing challenges. These em-
anated from changing global power equa-
tions, technological changes in the cyber and
space fields — to mention only two. They had

adirect bearing on the country’s defence and
internal and external security. In addition,
concerns in the neighbourhood have only in-
creased with China’s rise and its continuing
hostility towards India.

The formation of new structures began
in 1999 with the creation of the National
Security Council chaired by the Prime
Minister, a Strategic Policy Group, and, most
significantly, the creation of the post of
National Security Advisor (NSA). A National
Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) was es-
tablished to service these new structures.

Within a relatively short period it be-
came clear, as Raghavan notes, “the NSA was
to assist the Prime Minister on foreign pol-
icy, defence, atomic energy and space issues
(besides internal and external security)”.
Raghavan also writes “the quickest and most
effective means to reach a foreign govern-
ment in times of crises is through the NSA”.
Along with the importance of the NSA, the
NSCS has also proportionately grown. After
2018, it consists of four officials of Deputy
NSA rank dealing with different areas of for-
eign and security issues. Following this
year’s elections, an officer of Additional NSA
status has been added. There is, therefore,
an elaborate security structure now, in addi-
tion, to the line ministries and the intelli-
gence agencies. The ultimate purpose of the
NSA and NSCS is to coordinate strategic and
security related work but, as Raghavan
writes, “turf” issues arise.

The overriding question in considering
the foreign policy failures in Afghanistan,
Maldives and Bangladesh is why should the
Indian system have been taken by surprise
by the swiftness of the final changes, even if
it had aninkling that all was not well in these
countries in the context of Indian interests.
These surprises occurred despite the large
structures that are now in place. Are “turf”
issues responsible and, if so, how high do
they reach? Or were there a series of mis-
judgements and, if so, by whom?

The writer is a former diplomat

NOT MADE IN INDIA

Would Kamala Harris have succeeded here? It’s unlikely

LEHER KALA

AWOMAN OF Indian origin is on the cusp of
making history by breaking one of the high-
est glass ceilings of political life. In a few
months, Kamala Devi Harris might be the US
president but she isn’t the only enigmatic
Indian female in the limelight this election.
Former President Donald Trump’s running
mate | D Vance is married to an accom-
plished woman from South India, Usha
Chilukuri. The potential Second Lady is a
daughter of first-generation immigrants and
agraduate of elite academic institutions such
as Yale Law School and Cambridge University
and who has also served as a clerk in the US
Supreme Court. They may be on opposite
ends of the ideological spectrum but what
Harris and Mrs Vance seem to have in com-
mon is that they grew up with traditional
Indian values — to stay grounded and work
tirelessly in the pursuit of achievement.

We Indians take great pride in the suc-
cess of our own, overseas. Recently, when
Sridhar Ramaswamy was appointed as CEO
of Snowflake, a US-based data cloud com-
pany, it made headlines in all the newspa-
pers. It's old news that several tech compa-
nies in Silicon Valley have CEOs of Indian
origin like Satya Nadella and Sundar Pichai,
who are greatly feted by industry whenever
they are here. Indian immigrants make up
about 6 per cent of the US foreign-born pop-
ulation, second after Mexico, but top the
charts in income. Clearly, Indians are far
from mediocre but it appears equally clear
that they need to leave India to flourish and
realise their potential. The unexpected tra-

There is something tragic
about the fact that
generational hardships and a
negative, autocratic
atmosphere have killed the
innovative spirit of many
Indians here, while some of
their counterparts in the US
with exactly the same
qualifications are able to
reach stratospheric heights.
Blame it on a pompous
bureaucracy or a frustrating
caste system designed to keep
privilege closely guarded.
Whatever it is, the unspoken
messaging we imbibe is to
follow the beaten path rather
than carve out a new one.

jectory of Kamala Harris’s life from a
California neighbourhood to this political
pinnacle is a classic example of what might
be acquired by immigrants in pursuit of the
American dream.

It is worth asking, where would Harris
and Usha Vance be if their parents hadn’t
taken the fortuitous decision to build a fu-
ture in America? In all likelihood (and if
they were extremely lucky), they’d be slav-
ing away at a respectable level at a company
like Infosys, since it would have been drilled
into their heads from childhood that the
best that can be hoped for is a reliable job.
At theripe old age of 25, some nosy relative
would have trotted out a dull and eligible
man from the same caste. Instinctively, they
would have internalised that being too ed-
ucated and ambitious might create prob-
lems in their personal lives. To protect the
fragile egos of Indian men, they would au-
tomatically have taken a step back to ensure
a smooth family transition.

However emancipated and driven we
might be, cultural pressures wear us down.
Indeed, women know that success is an on-
going responsibility, dependent, in large
measure, on how much they are willing to
sacrifice. Not to knock talent and effort which
are critical to success but there’s something
to be said for being in the right place at the
right time — to take advantage of the right
opportunities when they come along,.

There is something tragic about the fact
that generational hardships and a negative,
autocratic atmosphere have killed the inno-

vative spirit of many Indians here, while
some of their counterparts in the US with
exactly the same qualifications are able to
reach stratospheric heights. Blame it on a
pompous bureaucracy or a frustrating caste
system designed to keep privilege closely
guarded. Whatever it is, the unspoken mes-
saging we imbibe is to follow the beaten
path rather than carve out a new one. Avoid
risk at all cost because god knows trying any-
thing new is fraught with uncertainty.
Insecurity is etched into our hard drives, a
feeling that what little we have might get
taken away too.

This defensive, inward-looking attitude
goes against great inventions coming out of
India. Instead, we are getting pushed down
further into mediocrity. Over time, we have
become a nation of citizens deferring to au-
thority and latching onto (questionable) ex-
amples of our alleged greatness, like the in-
vention of zero thousands of years ago.

Itisn’t just sheer grit that has catapulted
Harris and Mrs Vance within reach of the
White House. Their society is set up ina way
thatit is possible to take pride in one’s roots
and proudly brandish a dual identity, while
also fully assimilating into the American way.
The perennial outsider doesn’t exist there.
It's become fashionable to dwell on the divi-
sions within the US but the welcoming ac-
ceptance of Harris-Vance at the highest ech-
elons of power should serve as a valuable
lesson in inclusion, for all.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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SARBAT KHALSA MEETS

THE SARBAT KHALSA convention held the
SGPC and its president, G S Tohra, responsi-
ble for the damage done to the Golden
Temple complex and excommunicated
Tohra from the “ Khalsa panth”. Significant
changes in the Sikh Gurdwara Act have also
been sought to ensure that Sikh sahibans
(high priests) command due respect and are
not reduced to the status of employees.

(GULF WAR INTENSIFIES

IN ONE OF the worst air and naval battles in
the four-year-old Gulf War, Iraqi warplanes
and naval units in their joint action shot down

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

three Iranian war jets and destroyed five tar-
gets in the Khor Mousa area at the tip of the
Gulf. After amonth of lull, Iraq has intensified
its attacks and in a fierce dogfight, shot down
three Iranian warplanes which were escort-
ing a naval convoy heading towards Iranian
portsin the region that have been declared by
[raq as a “war zone”.

SRI LANKA VIOLENCE

SIX SOLDIERS WERE killed and 25 injured
when an army truck was ambushed by Tamil
terrorists at Mulankavil in Sri Lanka’s northern
Mannar district, according to unofficial
sources in Colombo. The Mannar police sta-
tion confirmed that there was an “incident”,

but said details were awaited. Tamil United
Liberation Front sources in Jaffna said security
personnel indulged in “indiscriminate” firing
near a bus stand.

PM MISSES RAKHI

FOR THE FIRST time in 30 years, Prime
Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, did not cele-
brate Rakshabandhan with the destitute
children of Bal Sahyog in New Delhi.
According to Bal Sahyog officials, the PM,
who is the founder president of the institu-
tion, informed them only on the eve of her
arrival about her inability to attend the func-
tion. “Urgent matters” are believed to be the
cause of her absence.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ministers should not allow themselves to be overawed by the racial politics of the
Conservative era. That legacy was the Tories” doing. It remains the Tories’

problem. Labour should speak for a better Britain. ”

—THE GUARDIAN

DIS/AGREE

THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikumar

Vinesh Phogat’s journey at the Paris Olympics made a nation hold its breath, mirrored its
collective aspirations and tribulations. Did that cast an unfair weight on her shoulders?

Vinesh'’s story
IS our story

Because the odds are so high in this
country and triumphs so rare, Phogat’s
near-miss is also ours

-

“ f

E
.‘_’

AAKASH JOSHI

VINESH PHOGAT — WRESTLER, fighter, rebel,
slayer of giants on and off the mat —isanicon.
She has become a powerful symbol thanks to
her actions — rising from humble beginnings,
ina place not known for women’s agency and
right to excel, taking on Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, the lord of Indian wrestling, and a sys-
tem ranged against her. On the mat in Paris,
the woman dismissed by the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) completed the hero’s
journey and silenced her critics by defeating
the undefeated Yui Susaki. Even the tragic
technicality by which she may be denied a
medal screams of poetic injustice, almost as
though scripted by a hacky Bollywood writer
trying to make the ending a tear-jerker.

Vinesh Phogat is a person who has had to
overcome more than most. That she has sur-
mounted the odds makes her a symbol, her
success something to aspire to. It is a burden
that she cannot shed. Because, ina country rid-
dled with inequality, we are hungry for stories
of success. Butitis equally im-

ration”. Yet, batch after batch, generation upon
generation, perseveres.It's the story and hope
every smoker repeats - there’s always the one
chimney who lived to 90 and died in their
sleep, otherwise healthy.

There are several sound, legitimate argu-
ments in defence of ambition and aspiration.
Why shouldn’t success be celebrated and learnt
from? What is wrong with striving for the best
jobs in the private sector through, say, the IITs
and the power, prestige and financial security
of working for one of the All-India Services?
Why shouldn’tayoung man or woman want to
be a doctor? The services that crop up to serv-
ice these ambitions - the coaching centres -
and the advertisements that celebrate them
are useful for at least three reasons.

First, they are merely supplying ademand.
There would be no Kota, no Rajinder Nagar,
without people willing to pay forit. Second, in
a country of deep inequality, these stories pro-
vide hope and succour. Third, it is the success
stories, and their brand value, that keep these
shops running and in the case of sport, draw
in private investments.

All these points are well taken, if they are
taken without context.

“Mummy, papa I can’t do JEE so I suicide. I
am loser. I am worst daughter. Sorry mummy
papa. Yahilast option hai.” Too many of us have
forgotten the final note by Niharika Singh, the
18-year-old IIT “aspirant” who committed sui-
cide in Kota in January. Just as we are trying to

forget that very little might

portant that in our addiction
to happy endings, we do not

have changed at the WFL. The
toppers of entrance exams

forget her road to greatness. Outside of the will be celebrated, those who
At the time of writing, government, where have cleared UPSC will be
Phogat’s appeal of her dis- can the young find front-and-centreinads by the
qualification over not “mak- coaching centres. Kota will
ing weight” before the 50-kg secure cmp loyment? thrive, as will Rajinder Nagar.
gold medal bout is pending. If If they were not And Vinesh Phogat will be
itis successful, we will all cel- virtuosos on the held up as an example, while
ebrate — rightly so — her mat, statistically, those who wronged her
much-deserved medal. Even iven their will continue — through prox-
if it is not, she will likely be &t ies — to exercise power,
(as Sandeep Dwivedi has background, what without consequences.
written in these pages) would the fate of This forgetting is only
“called for felicitation func- Haryana’s women partly deliberate. If we actu-
tions and may even get cash allylook at the hurdles to suc-
wrestlers have been?

awards. She would be made

cess for the vast majority of
Indians, we will realise that

to feel like a winner”.

Why aren’t we still angry
at her being dragged through the streets for
bringing to light alleged sexual harassment
at the WFI? Why do we take for granted the
fact that the road to success is either to swal-
low injustice and abuse, or have to face near-
impossible odds?

Phogat’s story, of course, is a sad and ex-
ceptional one. But even more “normal” jour-
neys to “excellence” carry an unfair burden of
expectation in India. Every athlete with a
medal chance must play actor, next to billion-
aire sponsors trying to ride on the patriotism
brand for some publicity. Every IAS aspirantin
abasement nook, poring over general studies
books and newspapers to crack an exam
knows just how much the odds are stacked
against her. Every JEE aspirant in Kota, whose
parents have spent more than they can afford
for a chance at generational social and eco-
nomic mobility, knows the dark side of “aspi-

the feel-good story is just a
high thatblinds us to the fact that there are so
few avenues and opportunities. Outside of the
government, where can the young — the 324
million Indians under 25, the demographic
dividend — find secure employment? If they
were not virtuosos on the mat, statistically,
given their background, what would the fate of
Haryana’s women wrestlers have been?

Vinesh Phogat had said that an Olympic
medal would be her reply to those who
hounded her and tried to silence her. But fora
technicality, she has already proved her point.
Sheis adedicated sportsperson who has gone
through a lot. But precisely because stories of
triumph are so rare in India, she will always be
more than the sum of her parts. We need her
story — it is, after all, one of inspiration in the
land of a million tragedies.

aakash.joshi@expressindia.com
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[t was not
Vinesh’s burden

She carried not just dreams of a medal,
but hopes of vindication for herself and
millions of others. It was unfair all along

SUKHMANI MALIK

INROCKY (1976), as the climactic match be-
tween defending world champion Apollo
Creed and past-his-prime underdog Rocky
draws to a close, the commentators marvel
that the latteris still standing. Rocky’s eye is
swollen; he asks his manager to cut it open
so he can see, so he can keep fighting. He
makes it through all 15 rounds, knocking out
Creed for the first and 10th time in the same
match, and the commentators announce a
split verdict. Rocky’s words from earlier
come to life on the screen: “It really don’t
matter if [ lose this fight... all lwanna do is
go the distance.”

After the almost cinematic ups and
downs at the Paris Olympic Games 2024,
as the fate of Vinesh Phogat’s joint silver
medal hangs in the balance at the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, the comparison rings
uncannily true. Like Rocky, Phogat, too, as-
pired to go the distance. Except, the image
of Phogat in tears on the mat carried a bur-
den much larger than any

and careers behind holding power account-
able. It also showed what such a reckoning
can look like in India — the unshakeability
of these ecosystems and the ugly ways in
which they can take agency and power away
from women. It was a moment of collective
comprehension of the wall one comes up
againstinone’s fight against the wrong man
in the right place.

Phogat’s tale did not begin on the mat.
And so, bookending it with a medal can
only be a consolation, for her and for count-
less others like her. That so many women
identified with the burden that Phogat car-
ried to Paris this year, that this was her bur-
den to begin with, tells us much about a
country that espouses values of both “naari
shakti” and being a “sporting nation”.
Justice and dignity were supposed to be
snatched back with grit and acommitment
to brilliance. She had said once, “I will look
him (Singh) in the eye and medal leke
aoongi main, tu dekh (I will bring a medal,
you see).” This is why the dejection at her
disqualification speaks of a sorrow that
goes beyond Phogat. “Vinesh, you were not
the one who lost. It’s the defeat of every
daughter of our country for whom you
fought,” Bajrang Punia commented on her
disqualification. But this fight and this bur-
den of vindication should not have
weighed on her mind as she stepped into
the ring. That is the real issue.

Inone of the interviews

that Rocky ever did.
Coming up as a sports-

Phogat gave while protest-
ing at Jantar Mantar, she

woman against all odds, .Phogats t.ale said, “Junior women
and fighting battles for did not begln on wrestlers come to me and
justice with a ferocity the mat. Bookending ask how they are supposed
rarely seen, Phpgat shoul- it with a medal to train like this, how I did 1t.
dered aspirations far be- How do I answer them?

yond excellence and canonlybea Over a year later, that fear
medal dreams. She carried consolation. That so now looms larger, having
toParisdreamsofvindica- m any women identified witnessed the impunity of
tion — for herself and mil- with the burden that the poyverful. But surely,
lions of others. It was a : . Phogat’s story, her journey
burden she should not Phogatcarried, thatthis g the biggest podium in
have had to bear. was her burden to begin  theworldislarger thanone

The script for this was with, tells us much of vindication alone?
written much earlier over . From Delhi to Paris
about India.

the course of a televised

was a long road. It told a

18-month  agitation

story of potential

fought with blood, sweat,

and tears and then an uphill battle to the
Olympics. On August 6, as Phogat man-
aged one of the greatest upsets in world
sports — she knocked out the defending
champion Yui Susaki and broke her streak
of 95 unbeaten international matches — it
seemed like the ribbon with which to
neatly wrap the story was within reach,
whether silver or golden. Her disqualifica-
tion from the finals, hours after the historic
win, was a twist no one saw coming. It was
met with outcry — and a solidarity that
went far beyond sports.

Many saw their own stories in Phogat’s
trial by fire. Last year, the wrestlers’ protest
against then Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) president and former BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh on allegations of sex-
ual assault did a few things. It created role
models, people who put their full weight

stymied; of potential that
could have blossomed much brighter had
it not been fighting against the wind. The
recognition and fair opportunities that
she has missed can be awarded to her by
way of a medal. But the real task is to en-
sure change. Phogat carried on her shoul-
ders the shared grief of dignity denied and
the inability to dream for oneself without
being knocked down by systems en-
trenched in misogyny. This is a battle for
our courts and for us. It must be fought by
building a culture that empowers justice.
It can’t be fought on the mat. Phogat has
gone beyond her call of duty. As we await
a decision on the medal, maybe we can
ponder if there is a better script for this
story — one that ensures dignity long
before the mat.

sukhmani.malik@expressindia.com
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A communist
first

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s life, its highs
and lows, became inseparable from the
history of the Left Front in West Bengal

PRABHAT PATNAIK

BUDDHADEB BHATTACHARJEE CAME from
aconservative family. Sukanta Bhattacharya,
the renowned revolutionary poet of Bengal
who died of tuberculosis at the age of 20,
was his uncle, but the family disapproved of
Sukanta’s politics, as indeed they would
have of Buddha’s. Buddha’s politicisation
came from a different source, the Bengal of
his youth which was not only intellectually
and culturally vibrant, but also had a remark-
able legacy of communism that had been
inherited largely by the CPM after the split.

After a visit to India, Harry Pollitt, the
British communist leader, had reportedly
said that he would give his right hand for a
communist party like India’s. Its cadres were
dedicated, disciplined, austere, untouched
by corruption and firmly ensconced within
the rich intellectual and cultural ethos
around it; this was even more true of Bengal.
Besides, India, especially Bengal, had an ob-
vious unfinished task at the time of
Independence — to carry forward the dem-
ocratic revolution by instituting land re-
forms. The Communists alone could accom-
plish this. Lenin had theorised about such a
conjuncture and the communists were clear
about this task.

This clarity of vision and their organisa-
tional strength gave the communists in West
Bengal an appeal that drew Buddha and nu-
merous young persons of his generation to
communism. In fact, starting from the Fifties,
the communists appeared to be an irre-
sistible force in West Bengal which could be
kept away from power only through ruth-
less repression. Not surprisingly, a lull in re-
pression after the Emergency allowed the
Left Front to come to power in the state in
1977. Buddha, who had been a prominent
student and youth leader and state secre-
tary of the Democratic Youth Federation of
India, was inducted at the age of 33 into Jyoti
Basu’s cabinet, one of five young men that
Pramode Dasgupta, the state secretary of the
CPI(M), had been mentoring to take over re-
sponsibilities from the older generation.

Buddha spent more than half of his adult
life asa minister in the Left Front government,
firstas minister of culture, then as home min-
ister,and finally, as chief minister. There were
two breaks in his ministerial tenure. Both
were extremely brief. He did write a play dur-
ing one of these interludes, which was also
staged in Kolkata, but his ministerial respon-
sibilities were to prevent him from writing
more. This, however, also means that his life,
its highs and lows, became inseparable from
the history of Left Front rule.

The Left Front government, of which
Buddhawas animportant part, played a stel-
lar role in carrying out the unfinished task
of West Bengal’s democratic revolution.
Operation Barga, under which sharecrop-
pers, till then legally unrecognised, got reg-

banks for carrying out cultivation; the insis-
tence that whoever sowed the crop could
alone reap the harvest; the distribution of
ceiling-surplusland to the landless; and the
resurrection of the panchayat system that
produced a vivacious grassroots politics,
were some of the achievements of Left Front
rule. They not only reduced the power of the
jotedars and reinvigorated participatory
democracy, but also contributed greatly to
West Bengal's economic growth. Indeed, for
the decade of the Nineties, West Bengal be-
came the top-ranking state in terms of agri-
cultural growth in India.

Once this phase was over, the Left Front
government was less clear about what it
should do next. The need for industrialisa-
tion was obvious, but how should industri-
alisation be accomplished? Should West
Bengal follow the conventional route of en-
ticing capitalists to set up units in the state?
Or, should it form cooperatives in agricul-
ture both to maintain the tempo of agricul-
tural growth and also to start a range of in-
dustries that would be owned by the
peasants atlarge? Should it set up industrial
units in the public sector? While the last of
these was ruled out because of fiscal con-
straints, Buddha, as chief minister, opted for
the first. His decision may have been
prompted by a sense of pragmatism; it may
have beeninfluenced by China’s remarkable
success while following this conventional
route; and it may have been clinched by the
interest shown by the Tatasin establishing a
small-car manufacturing plant in West
Bengal. But whatever the reason, the Left
Front government’s attempt to acquire land
from peasants for this project started a
process of alienation of the peasantry from
it that eventually led to its defeat, and to
Buddha’s withdrawal from active politics.

Meanwhile, the party had grown too
flabby — it was no longer one for which
Pollitt would have given his right hand.

This is not to say that after the initial
years, the Left Front's contributions were in-
significant. It did pioneer the idea of au-
tonomous councils within the state as a
counter to statehood demands, just as the
Left had pioneered the idea of states being
formed on linguistic lines. The Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council, in whose formation
Buddha, as home minister, had adirectrole,
was a product of this. Many states in India at
present, including West Bengal, are again
facing statehood demands from various in-
ternal resident groups. The framework of the
Council provides scope for adjusting the de-
volution of resources and powers ina man-
ner that can obviate the need for any sepa-
rate state — exploring this would be a
testimony to Buddha'’s legacy.

Buddha’s life had been one of exemplary
simplicity and austerity. He lived, in a man-
ner resembling one’simage of a Communist,
in a two-room apartment that needed ur-
gent repairs. He had been ailing for quite
some time, because of which he had asked
to be relieved from the membership of the
Politburo. One may agree or disagree with
Buddha but one cannot quarrel with the fact
that he was a truly noble and outstanding
figure in West Bengal’s political landscape.

The writer is former professor

istered and hence could claim credit from of economics at JNU
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A GRAVE LOSS TELLING CASE

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Former
External Affairs Minister and Padma
Vibhushan awardee K Natwar Singh
passesaway’ (IE, August 11).1am deeply
saddened to learn that my good friend
and colleague K Natwar Singh has passed
away. He was my age, and I knew him for
six decades. He made his mark as a for-
eign services officer for many years, in
many countries. His contributions to pol-
itics were also significant. I pay my hom-
age to his memory and convey my deep
sympathy to his wife Rajkumari Hem
Kaur and the rest of the family.

Karan Singh, via email

THE BEST OF SPORTS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Soaring
High’ (IE, August 10). Javelin sensation
Neeraj Chopra hasinscribed hisnamein
the nation’s sporting history as the first
independent Indian track and field ath-
lete to clinch a second-straight Olympic
medal. What stands out is his tenacity
and drive to grow his skills. It's inspiring
to see how Neeraj continues to soar de-
spite the weight of expectations. His
friendly rivalry with his counterpart
Arshad Nadeem adds an exciting dimen-
sion to the classic Indo-Pak sporting du-
els. Nadeem’s maiden individual
Olympic gold at the ongoing games with
an Olympic record of 92.97 meters
makes him stiff competition.

Mahajan Rohan, Jammu

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Against un-
freedom’ (IE, August 10). The fact that it
took so long for Manish Sisodia to be
granted bail when the Supreme Court
found no substantive evidence against
him is a poor reflection of our judiciary.
The Court has rightly denounced lower
courts for “playing safe” in bail matters.
How the Sisodia case progressed reveals
how central agencies use legal loopholes
and convoluted judicial systems to de-
prive a jailed accused of the right to a
speedy trial. The SC should frame guide-
lines torid the agencies of the rot that ap-
pears to have permeated its operations
and hold them accountable.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

CASTE DOUBLESPEAK

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘RSS-affili-
ated weekly says casteis India’s unifying
factor’ (IE, August 11). Hitesh Shankar’s
editorial piece eulogising the virtues of
the caste system as India's unifying fac-
tor directly contradicts RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat's repeated condemnation of it
and claims of wanting it done away with
lock, stock and barrel. The contradictory
narratives from within the Sangh Parivar
are no surprise. To quote BR AmbedKar,
“Religion compels the Hindus to treat
isolation and segregation of castes as a
virtue.... If Hindus wish to break caste,
their religion will come in their way.”
LR Murmu, New Delhi

.
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Abbas Araghchi. file

IRAN

Pezeshkian
picks pragmatist
astopdiplomat

Dubai: Iran's new presi-
dent presented his Cabinet
to Parliament on Sunday
for a vote of confidence,
state media reported, pro-
posing seasoned prag-
matic diplomat Abbas
Araqchi as foreign minis-
ter at atime of heightened
regional tensions. Araqchi,
61, who was Iran's ambas-
sador to several countries,
including Japan, played a
key role in negotiating
Tehran's 2015 nuclear
agreemen, which then-US
President Donald Trump
exited in 2018 and re-im-
posed sanctions on Iran.
Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf said that par-
liamentary commissions
will start reviewing
Pezeshkian’s candidates
onMonday. REUTERS

AUSTRIA
Terror suspect’s

lawyer plays
down attack bid

Vienna: The lawyer of the
main suspect in a foiled
plot to carry out an attack
at a Taylor Swift concert
in Vienna on Sunday
sought to play down the
seriousness of the plan,
saying her client was only
“playing with ideas”.
Lawyer Ina-Christin
Stiglitz told Reuters the
youth had only been in-
volved with ISIS for the
past month. “Itinterested
him,” she said, suggesting
that her client had not in-
tended to carry out a se-
rious attack. “It was just
playing with ideas,” she
said. “He says the bomb
wasn't of good enough
quality, it wouldn't have
worked.” REUTERS

PHILIPPINES
‘Actions of
China Air Force
illegal, reckless’

Manila: Philippine
President  Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. on Sunday con-
demned Chinese Air Force
actions in waters of the
South China Sea claimed
by both countries, calling
the actions "unjustified, il-
legal and reckless". Manila
and Beijing accused each
other on Saturday of dis-
rupting their militaries' op-
erations near Scarborough
Shoal in the first incident
since Marcos took office in
2022 in which the
Philippines has com-
plained of actions by
Chinese aircraft. REUTERS

Gazans trapped,
nowhere to go,
says UN Agency
for Palestinians

REUTERS
CAIRO, AUGUST 11

ISRAELEXPANDED evacuation or-
ders in Khan Younis in the south-
ern Gaza Strip overnight, forcing
tens of thousands of Palestinian
residents and displaced families
to leave in the dark as explosions
from tank shelling reverberated
around them. The Israeli military
said it was attacking militants
from the Hamas group - which
administered Gaza before the war
- who were using those areas to
stage attacks and fire rockets.
OnSaturday,anIsraeli airstrike
on a school where displaced
Palestinians were sheltering in
Gaza City killed atleast 90 people.
The Israeli military said it had
struck a Hamas command post.
In Khan Younis in the south of
the Gaza Strip, the evacuation or-
der covered districts in the centre,
eastand west, making it one of the
largest such orders in the 10-
month-old conflict. It was posted

_

Thousands leave south Gaza
as Israel orders evacuation

Palestinians flee Hamad City in Khan Younis after the Israeli evacuation order. Reuters

on X and in text and audio mes-
sages to residents’ phones: “For
your own safety, youmust evacu-
ateimmediately to the newly cre-
ated humanitarian zone.”

Philippe Lazzarini, head of
the United Nations’ agency for
Palestinian refugees, said Gazans
were trapped and had nowehere
to go. “They are going to over-
crowded places where shelters
are already overflowing with
families,” he said.

In a first, Ukraine
acknowledges
military incursion
into Russian soil

It can restore justice...and is ensuring
pressure on the aggressor: Zelenskyy

REUTERS
KYIV,AUGUST 11

PRESIDENT  VOLODYMYR
Zelenskiy said Ukraine had
launched an incursion into
Russian territory to "restore jus-
tice" and pressure Moscow's
forces, in his first acknowledge-
ment of Kyiv's surprise offensive
into the western Kursk region.

Moscow's forces on Sunday
were in their sixth day of intense
battle against Kyiv's largest in-
cursion into Russian territory
since the start of the war, which
left southwestern parts of Russia
vulnerable before reinforcement
started arriving.

Russian authorities rushed to
evacuate residentsand imposed a
sweeping security regime in
three border regions on Saturday;,
while Belarus, a staunch ally of
Moscow, sent more troops to its
border with Ukraine, accusing
Kyiv of violating its air space.

In his nightly video address,
Zelenskiy said he had discussed
the operation with top Ukrainian
commander Oleksandr Syrskyi,
vowing to respond in kind after
Russialaunched its full-scale inva-
sion of its neighbour in February
2022.“Today, Ireceived several re-
ports from Commander-in-Chief
Syrskyi regarding the front lines
and our actions to push the war
onto the aggressor's territory,” he
said late on Saturday. “Ukraine is

Unclear
@® objective

EXPLAINED

WHAT THE incursion into
Kursk means for Ukraine
is not yet clear. In the third
year ina war of attrition,
the decision to cross the
border into Russia sur-
prised not just Moscow,
but also Kyiv's Western al-
lies. Some speculate they
hope to draw Russian
troops away from Ukraine
front lines, giving their
troops a much-needed
rest, though analysts say
that has not happened.

proving that it can indeed restore
justice and is ensuring the exact
kind of pressure that is needed -
pressure on the aggressor.”
Russia's defence ministry said
Sunday it had destroyed 14
Ukrainian drones and four ballis-
tic missiles overnight over the
Kursk region, and 18 drones over
other Russianregions that Ukraine
frequently attacks.Inastatement,
itcalled the ground incursion “bar-
baric” and said it made no military
sense. Top Russian general, Valery
Gerasimov, said Wednesday the
attacks had been halted, but Russia
has not pushed the Ukrainian
forces back over the border.

The IDF said it had struck
around 30 Hamas military targets
in the previous 24 hours.

Later Sunday, an Israeli
airstrike near at the center of Khan
Younis city killed four Palestinians
and wounded several others,
medics said. Nearly 40,000
Palestinians have been killed in
the Israeli offensive in Gaza since
the war broke out last Octoberand
the toll is rising by the day, the
Gaza health ministry says.
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‘CHINABACKS IRAN IN
DEFENDING DIGNITY’

Beijing: Chinasupportsiranin
defendingits “sovereignty, se-
curity and national dignity”,
China’s foreign minister Wang
Yi told Iran’s acting foreign
minister in a call Sunday,
China’s foreign ministry said
inastatement. = REUTERS

DoN'T Loox DoOwN

A man climbs the Eiffel Tower on Sunday, hours before the
Olympics closing ceremony. Police evacuated the area before
intercepting and arresting him. AP

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RwANDA LEADER WON LAST MONTH’S POLLS WITH 99.18% VOTES
KAGAME SWORN IN AGAIN, EXTENDING 24-YR RULE

Rwanda President Paul Kagame was sworn into office on Sunday for a five-year term, after a land-
slide win in last month’s election extended his 24 years in office. The 66-year-old leader won the

July poll with 9918% of the vote, after eight other candidates including his most vocal critics were
barred by the electoral commission.

REUTERS

Yunus is acquitted in graft
case 3 days after taking oath

Three other top Grameen Telecom officials also aquitted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, AUGUST 11

MUHAMMAD YUNUS was
Sunday acquitted in a graft case
filed by the Anti-Corruption
Commission over the misappro-
priation of funds from the
Grameen Telecom Workers and
Employees Welfare Fund, three
days after he took oath as the head
of Bangladesh's interim govern-
ment,according toa mediareport.

Judge Md Rabiul Alam of the
Special Judge's Court-4 of Dhaka
gave the order after accepting
the graft agency's application,
seeking to withdraw the case
under the Code of Criminal
Procedure, an official of the anti-
graft agency was quoted as say-
ing by The Daily Star newspaper.

On August 7, the Labour
Appellate Tribunal acquitted the
Nobel laureate and three top of-
ficials of Grameen Telecom -
Ashraful Hassan, M Shahjahan
and Nurjahan Begum - in a
labour law violation case in
which they were sentenced to
six months' imprisonment and
fined Tk 30,000 each in January.

Yunus, the 84-year-old econ-
omist, on Thursday took oath as
the interim government's chief
adviser - a position equivalent to
the prime minister. Nurjahan
Begum, another accused in the
case, isa member of his Council
of Advisers.

Yunus had beenina protracted
row with Sheikh Hasina due to ob-
scure reasons while authorities ini-
tiated a series of investigations
against him after she came to
power in 2008. Officials launched
areview of the Grameen Bank's
activities in 2011 and fired Yunus
asits founding managing director
onchargesof violating the govern-
ment retirement regulation. He
was charged under dozens of
cases during Hasina's regime.

S LA

Protesters demand justice for those who disappeared during
Sheikh Hasina’s rule, in Dhaka on Sunday. Reuters

New Bangladesh C]
sworn in following
revamp of judiciary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, AUGUST 11

SYED REFAAT Ahmed was sworn
inas Bangladesh's new chief jus-
tice on Sunday, a day after
Obaidul Hassan stepped down
as the top judge following an ul-
timatum by the protesters de-
manding a revamp of the judici-
ary.

Hassan and five other judges
of the apex Appellate Division on
Saturday tendered their resigna-
tion, five days after the fall of
Sheikh Hasina's regime amid
massive street protests.

His resignation came as pro-
testers of the Anti-
Discrimination Student
Movement gathered at the apex
court premises. The students
hadissued an ultimatum to him
and the judges of the Appellate

Division to resign by 1 pm
Ahmed took oath as the new
chief justice during a ceremony
at the Darbar Hall of the presi-
dent's official residence at
around 12.45 pmlocal time, The
Daily Star newspaper reported.

President = Mohammed
Shahabuddin administered the
oath to the chief justice. The
oath-taking ceremony was con-
ducted by Cabinet Secretary
Mahbub Hossain, the report said.
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus also attended the event.

Several top officials in
Bangladesh, including Dhaka
University Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr Maksud Kamal and
Bangla Academy Director
General Professor Dr Md Harun-
Ur-Rashid Askari, resigned from
their posts in the wake of new
protests by students and other
demonstrators.

Will maintain smooth India, China
ties, says Bangladesh interim govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, AUGUST 11
BANGLADESH'S NEWLY-IN-
STALLED interim government on
Sunday said it would maintain a
"balanced" foreign policy, assert-
ing that Dhaka intends to main-
tain “smooth and positive” ties
with all, including India and China.
“Our policy is tomaintain good
relations with all countries while

Trump campaign says its emails
were hacked, alleges Iran link

&%

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 11

DONALD TRUMP'S US presiden-
tial campaign said on Saturday
some of its internal communica-
tions were hacked and blamed

Donald Trump atarally in
Montana on Friday. Reuters

the Iran, citing past hostilities be-
tween Trump and Iran without
providing direct evidence.

The Republican's campaign
statement came shortly after

news website Politico reported it
had begun receiving emails in July
from ananonymous source offer-
ing documents frominside Trump
camp, includingareportabout D
Vance’s “potential vulnerabilities.”
"These documents were ob-
tained illegally from foreign
sources hostile tothe US, intended
tointerfere with the 2024 election
and sow chaos throughout our
Democratic process," Trump cam-
paign spokesperson Steven
Cheung said. Late on Saturday,
Trump posted on his Truth Social
that Microsoft had just informed
the campaign that Iran had
hacked one of its websites.

protecting our national interests,”
interim government's Foreign
Affairs Adviser Md Touhid
Hossain said during his first press
briefing at the foreign ministry.
“We intend to maintain
smooth and positive relations
with all ... including India and
China,” said Hossain, who had
served as a deputy high commis-
sioner to India. Whenasked about
the approach towards India,
Hossain said both countries share

astronganddeepbond. “..itisim-
portant that... Indiais a good friend
of Bangladesh,” Hossain said.

Economy top priority:
Finance adviser

The top priority of
Bangladesh's interim govern-
ment is to bring the economy
back on track and restore the
people’'s trust in the banks, fi-
nance and planning adviser
Salehuddin Ahmed has said.

Maldives Opp welcomes
India policy recalibration

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, AUGUST

THE MALDIVIAN Democratic
Party has welcomed President
Mohamed Muizzu-led govern-
ment's "sudden recalibration"” of
its India policy and said Male has
always been confident that India
will always be the first respon-
der any time the Maldives “dials
an international 911",

Abdulla Shahid, the presi-
dent of the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), made
remarks after he met External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar here
on Saturday.

Maldives
President
Mohamed
Muizzu. File

Shahid said his party “callson
the Muizzu government to issue
apublic apology for the actions...
from its officials which have re-
sulted in significant damage to
the Maldives’ foreign and eco-
nomic outlook.

“The Maldives has always
been confident that India will al-
ways be the first responder any
time the Maldives “dials an in-
ternational 911",” he said.

WHILE STARS LIKE MICHAEL PHELPS, SIMONE BILES CAN MAKE MILLIONS, MOST ATHLETES STRUGGLE TO COVER C0STS OF COMPETING IN OLYMPICS

Olympians turn to OnlyFans to fund dreams as they face ‘broken’ finance system

THOMAS ADAMSON
& MEGAN JANETSKY
PARIS,AUGUST T1

DIRE FINANCIAL straits are lead-
ing droves of Olympic athletes to
sellimages of their bodies to sub-
scribers on OnlyFans — known for
sexually explicit content — to sus-
tain their dreams of gold at the
Games. As they struggle to make
ends meet, a spotlightis being cast
on an Olympics funding system
that watchdog groups condemn
as “broken,” claiming most ath-
letes “can barely pay their rent.”
The Olympics bring in billions
of dollars in TV rights, ticket sales
and sponsorship, but most ath-
letes must fend for themselves fi-
nancially. The International

Olympic Committee did not ex-
press concernabout the situation.
When asked by APabout athletes
turning to OnlyFans, 10C
spokesman Mark Adams said, “I
would assume that athletes... are
allowed to do what they can.”
Watching his sponsorships
dry up and facing mounting
costs, Jack Laugher was among
the pantheon of Olympic ath-
letes using the platform to get to
the Games — or simply survive.
After medaling at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021, Laugher, who
scored another bronze in Paris last
week for the UK, said he was wait-
ing for funding that never materi-
alized. His account, costing $10 a
month for a subscription, says he
posts “SFW (safe for work) con-
tent in Speedos, briefs, boxers.”

“For me, it’s been an absolute
lifeline,” he said.

The AP spoke to multiple cur-
rent and former Olympians who
painted a sobering portrait of what
they had to do to get to Paris.
Laugher, and other currentand for-
mer Olympians — rower Robbie
Manson (New Zealand), pole
vaulter AlyshaNewman(Canada),
divers Timo Barthel (Germany),
Diego Belleza Isaias (Mexico) and
Matthew Mitcham (Australia), the
first openly gay Olympic gold
medalist — found a measure of fi-
nancial stability in OnlyFans that
other funding failed to provide.

Unable to secure traditional
sponsorships, Mitcham began
posting photos on OnlyFans, in-
cluding semi-frontal nudes, earn-
ing triple the amount he received

British diver Jack Laugher at the Paris Olympics, last Tuesday. AP

as a top athlete. “It’'s a privilege to
see a body that has six hours of
work every day, six days a week

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

”

putintoitto make it Adonis-like,
said Mitcham, who describes
himself as a “sex worker-lite.”

Manson, meanwhile, credited
OnlyFans with boosting his ath-
letic performance, saying his con-
tent included “thirst traps,” but
nothing pornographic. “My con-
tent is nude or implied nude.
keep it artistic, I have fun with it
and try not to take myself too se-
riously... Thisapproach has helped
me achieve a personal best result
at the Olympics,” he told the AP.

Global Athlete, an organiza-
tion created by athletes to ad-
dress power imbalance in sports,
decried the dire state of Olympic
financing. “The I0C generates
now over $1.7 billion per year and
they refuse to pay athletes,” said
Rob Koehler, Global Athlete’s di-
rector general. He criticized the
I0C for forcing athletes to sign
away their image rights.

While stars like Michael
Phelps and Simone Biles can
make millions, most athletes
struggle to cover the cost of com-
peting on the global stage.

These can include coaching,
physical therapy and equipment,
at a cost of thousands of dollars a
month. Some delegations fund
training, with the athletes cover-
ing medical bills and daily ex-
penses. In others, athletes pay for
everything themselves.

Pole vaulter Alysha Newman
has used the money she earned
from OnlyFans to buy property
and build up her savings. “I never
loved how amateur athletes can
never make a lot of money,” she
said. “This is where my entrepre-
neurial skills came in.”

Adams, the I0C spokesman,

said at a press conference
Thursday he wasn’t aware of the
trend and dismissed concern
about the subject.

OnlyFans has expressed soli-
darity foritsathletes. “OnlyFansis
helping them to support training
and living costs, and providing the
tools for success on and off the
field,” it said in a statement.

Athletes on OnlyFans say they
have been forced to grapple with
societal stigma. But others like
Mitcham have been vocal about
their experiences. “Some people
are judgy about sex work. People
say it's a shame or even that it is
shameful,” Mitcham said. “But
whatlIdoisaverylight version of
sex work, like the low-fat version
of mayonnaise ... selling the siz-
zlerather thanthe steak.” AP
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Provision to skip local trials for certain drugs: regulator’s rationale

cine may cause, the number of sites and trial
participants needed, and the duration of the
trial, including patient follow-up.

Thus, trials are a major determinant of a
drug’s price. This is especially true for new

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

THE DRUG Controller General of India on

August 7 formalised the pathway by which
certain categories of new drugs can get mar-
keting and manufacturing approval in the
country without conductinglocal clinical trials.

Medicines for rare diseases, new cellular
or gene therapies, drugs needed in a pan-
demic, and medicines specifically needed by
the armed forces will be exempt from local
trials if they have been approved by the US,

drugs which have to conduct three phases of
trials to demonstrate their safety and effi-
cacy. High prices in turn can act as barriers
for entry to the Indian market.

Waiving local trials will also help Indian
pharma companies that have secured manu-
facturing licenses from international corpo-
rations. At present, even after obtaining man-
ufacturing licenses, local clinical trials are a

Indian market sooner.

The step will likely hasten entry of drugs
for the treatment of rare diseases afflicting very
few people, where trials take longer to recruit
participants. Similarly, the availability of new
cancer therapies, whose clinical trials require

dence that enzymes or genes in the Indian
population affect the drug's safety and effi-
cacy, and the applicant has provided an un-
dertaking to conduct phase IV trials.

No blanket approval

®©0
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

Some experts emphasise that the waiver
has to be made after careful consideration.
Prashant Reddy T, a lawyer specialising in
drug regulations, said: “It is possible that
some drugs may perform differently in the
Indian population. Hence, it should not be a

Indian population. Dr Shankar said: “Thereisa
cancer which is recommended in a 400mg
doseinthe US.If prescribe the same for Indian
patients they will experience toxicity”.

Not novel concept

long follow-ups, may also be expedited.
Among the drugs whose availability is ex-
pected to be accelerated are popular weight
loss drugs containing GLP-1 re-
ceptor agonists (like semaglu-
tide and tirzepatide), do-
nanemab, which slows

HEALTH
cognitive decline in early

While Wednesday’s order did not explic-
itly state this, officials from the Health
Ministry said that the DCGI's Subject Expert
Committee will still have the
discretionary power to ask a
company to conduct a local
clinical trial, especially if there
is scientific evidence suggest-

blanket waiver. As long as a committee looks
into it and transparently states the scientific
reasons for providing a waiver from local
clinical trials, it should be fine.”

Dr Abhishek Shankar, oncologist at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences-New Delhi,
emphasised the need to find amiddle ground.
“Maybe drugs for which global trials have 10%

must for a product to enter the Indian market.
A senior health official told The Indian Express
that with this requirement now waived,
pharma companies will save a bigamount and
thus be able to price their products lower.

the UK, Japan, Australia, Canada, or the
European Union regulators. Drugs that have
a therapeutic edge over existing treatments
for a condition can also apply for this waiver.

Lower prices

Waiving local clinical trials reduces huge
cost burdens on companies. This is because tri-
als are expensive — exactly how expensive de-
pends on the kind of side effects that a medi-

Expedited availability

Senior officials from the Union Health
Ministry said that the move was made to en-
sure that cutting-edge therapies enter the

Alzheimer’s patients, and cancer therapies
like tarlatamab (lung cancers) and tovo-
rafenib (paediatric brain tumour).

The New Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules
2019 already makes provisions for such ex-
pedited approvals. It says that local clinical
trials may not be required if a new drug is ap-
proved in specified markets, no major ad-
verse events have been reported, a global trial
with Indian sites is ongoing, there is no evi-

ing that the new drug might behave differ-
ently in the Indian population.

“Companies may still be asked to conduct
alocal clinical trial if needed, but it will be on
acase-to-case basis,” the health official said.
Moreover, all drugs approved without local
trials will have to undertake phase IV mar-
keting surveillance to keep track of any ad-
verse events that might not have been de-
tected in previous trials.

Indian population may be approved in this
manner. This will also incentivise drug man-
ufacturers to include Indian patients in their
existing global trials,” he said, adding that
while waivers may be necessary for “orphan
drugs [used to treat very few people afflicted
with rare diseases] or during crises such as a
pandemic”, these exceptions “should not be
the basis for a policy”.

Trials also help optimise the dosage for the

That said, the pathway India has chosen s
not new. There are several regulators across
the world who accept approvals from other
countries as basis for their own approvals.

The UK, for instance, post-Brexit allowed
fast-track approvals for medicines that had
been approved by regulators in the US,
Canada, Australia, and the EU.

The Australian Therapeutic Goods Admin-
istration also has a fast-track process for ap-
proval of products that have been greenlighted
by Comparable Overseas Regulators of the US,
Canada, the UK, Switzerland, the EU, Japanand
Singapore. However, applications under this

pathway have to fulfill certain criteria, includ-
ing the medicines having to be identical and
manufactured using the same process, and tri-
als abroad featuring a similar demographic.
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FIRST-EVER MEGAQUAKE ADVISORY’
ISSUED BY JAPAN: WHAT THIS MEANS

AFTER A 71-MAGNITUDE earthquake

‘ SPACE‘
Getting stuck in space

Astronauts Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore may be cooped up in ISS till February 2025 due to glitches

shook southern Japan on Thursday, the
country’s meteorological agency issued
its first-ever “megaquake advisory”.

The warning said that thereis a higher
than normal likelihood of strong shaking
and large tsunamis on the Nankai Trough,
a subduction zone (a region where tec-
tonic plates collide with each other, and
the heavier one slides under the other)
along Japan’s southwest Pacific coast.

However, this does not mean thata ma-
jor earthquake will definitely happen dur-
ing a specific period, the advisory said.

What is the Nankai Trough?

The Nankai Trough is a nearly 900-km
long underwater subduction zone where
the Eurasian Plate collides with the
Philippine Sea Plate, pushing the latter un-
der the former and into the Earth’s mantle.
This accumulates tectonic stress which can
cause amegaquake — an earthquake with
amagnitude larger than 8.

The trough has produced large earth-
quakes roughly every 100 to 150 years,
according to the 2023 study, ‘High prob-
ability of successive occurrence of Nankai
megathrust earthquakes’, published in
the journal Nature. These tremors usually
come in pairs, with the second often rup-
turing in the subsequent two years — the
most recent “twin” earthquakes took
place in 1944 and 1946.

Notably, Thursday’s magnitude-7.1
earthquake occurred on or near the
Nankai Trough, according to the United
States Geological Survey. As a result, ex-
perts worry that the next tremor along
the trough could be devastating.

When can the next megaquake along
the Nankai Trough occur?

In January 2022, Japan’s Earthquake
Research Committee said the next mag-
nitude 8-9 megaquake along the trough
has a roughly 70% probability of striking
within the next 30 years.

Such amegaquake could send tremors
toareas from central Shizuoka —about 150
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Shaded area is region where Nankai
Trough quakes may occur. Govt of Japan

km south of Tokyo — to southwestern
Miyazaki, Reuters reported.

Tsunami waves of up to 98 feet may
reach Japan's Pacific coasts within min-
utes after the quake.

A 2013 government report found that
amajor Nankai Trough earthquake could
impact an area that covers about a third
of Japan and where about half the coun-
try’s population of more than 120 million
people lives, according to a report by
Nikkei Asia magazine.

The economic damage due to the dis-
aster could go up to $1.50 trillion, or more
than a third of Japan’s annual gross do-
mestic product.

But can earthquakes be predicted?

No. Anaccurate prediction of an earth-
quake needs a precursory signal from
within the earth, indicating a big quake is
on the way. The signal must also occur only
before large earthquakes so thatit does not
indicate every small movement within the
earth’s surface. Currently, there is no equip-
ment to find such precursors.

Thursday’s advisory by Japan’s meteo-
rological agency was just a warning, not a
prediction — it had nothing to do with sci-
ence, Robert Geller, professor emeritus of
seismology at the University of Tokyo, told
the BBC. The advisory asked residents to
prepare, review evacuation routes, and
consider potential future warnings. ENS
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in the Boeing spacecraft that took them to space. Can ISS accommodate them? How will their bodies react?

AMITABH SINHA

A TECHNICAL snag in the spacecraft that
took them to the International Space Station
(ISS) has forced astronauts Sunita Williams
and Butch Wilmore to spend an extended
period in space. Last week, NASA said they
might have to wait till February 2025 to re-
turn to Earth.

Though in an unprecedented situation,
Williams and Wilmore are not in danger.
The ISS can comfortably house them for the
next six months. Currently, there are seven
other astronauts at the space station. The
ISS, a permanent space laboratory orbiting
Earth at a distance of about 400 km, is con-
tinuously manned and has never been with-
out an astronaut since November 2000.

This is not the first time that astronauts
have had to extend their stay at the ISS due to
technical glitches. Williams and Wilmore,
however, would have the longest unsched-
uled stay if they return in February.

Why are Williams and Wilmore stuck in
space?

Williams and Wilmore travelled to the
ISS on a Boeing spacecraft called Starliner in
June. This spacecraft has made two trips to
the ISS earlier but this was the first time it
was carrying astronauts. Before the launch, a
helium leak in Starliner’s propulsion system
was detected but was not considered seri-
ous enough to abandon the journey.
Although Starliner developed two more sim-
ilar leaks on its way;, it reached its destina-
tion without any trouble.

However, after it docked with the ISS and
the two astronauts transferred inside, more
problems emerged in Starlink, raising ques-
tions over the safety of the astronauts on
their return journey — originally scheduled
after just a week. So far, ground engineers
have not been able to resolve all issues to
everyone’s satisfaction, leaving Williams and
Wilmore stranded as they do not have a ve-
hicle to return home.

Both NASA and Boeing have said they
hope to get Starlink in order soon. If that
does not happen, the earliest that the astro-

(left) Wilmore and Williams at the ISS. The duo went to the ISS in Boeing’s Starliner spacecraft. X/@Space_Station, NASA

nauts can return to Earth would be in
February 2025 on another vehicle that is set
to travel to the ISS in September. This space-
craft, operated by SpaceX, is supposed to
carry four astronauts to the ISS and bring
them back in February. However, if
Williams and Wilmore also have to be
brought back, then the SpaceX spacecraft
will carry only two astronauts in September.

Can the ISS accommodate them?

In recent years, the ISS, which has been
operational for 25 years, has usually been
hosting seven astronauts at any given time.
These astronauts mostly belong to the five
countries/regions whose space agencies
manage this facility — the United States,
Russia, Japan, Canada, and Europe. The as-
tronauts carry out a variety of space-based
experiments and are themselves subjects of
some experiments, particularly those regard-
ing the study of impacts of the outer space
environment on human bodies.

Nonetheless, the ISS is large enough to
accommodate more astronauts. The num-
ber increases when a new team comes to
take over or when astronauts arrive for
short visits like Williams and Wilmore did.
The facility is bigger than a typical six-bed-
room apartment in the US, according to
NASA. It has six sleeping quarters, two
bathrooms, and even a gym. When visiting
spacecraft attach themselves, additional
space is created.

Cargo spaceships routinely make trips to

the ISS, carrying essential supplies and at-
tending to maintenance requirements. On
their return, these spacecraft take back waste
generated at the ISS and dispose of it into
space at the time of re-entering Earth’s at-
mosphere where it gets burnt due to friction.
In fact, one such cargo spacecraft, called
Cygnus, operated by a private aerospace and
defence firm Northrop Grumman, docked
with the ISS last week. It carried more than
3,700 kg of cargo, which is currently being
unpacked by the astronauts on board. It will
remain docked with the space station till
January after which it will return to Earth. As
many as eight spacecraft can simultaneously
dock themselves with the ISS.

The cargo spacecraft, however, cannot be
used to bring back Williams and Wilmore as
they are not equipped with the special cap-
sules that can house humans in space.

Have astronauts stayed in space for a
long duration?

Spending nine to 10 months in space is
quite along time but not unusual. Several as-
tronauts have remained in space far longer
than that.

The current record is held by Russian cos-
monaut Valeri Polyakov, who spent 438 days
at the Mir space station between January
1994 and March 1995. Russia’s Mir predated
the ISS and was operational between 1986
and 2001 before being brought down.

More recently, US astronaut Frank Rubio
completed 371 days at the ISS between

September 2022 and September 2023.

Several other astronauts, including women,
have spent more than 300 days in space.

Williams and Wilmore are likely to spend
more than 250 days by the time they return.
Both these astronauts are on their third visit
to the ISS. Williams spent 196 days on her
first visitin 2006-2007 and then another 127
days in 2012. Wilmore, during his two pre-
vious visits in 2014 and 2015, has spent a to-
tal of 178 days at the ISS.

What happens to the human body in
space?

NASA has increasingly been deploying its
astronauts for extended stay missions to
study the impacts on human bodies. US as-
tronauts flying to the ISS can now volunteer
to be part of such experiments. NASA is run-
ning a programme to study the impacts of
short (up to 3.5 months), routine (up to eight
months), and extended stays (more than
eight months) of astronauts in space.

Past studies have shown that bone den-
sity and muscle quality deteriorate faster in
space than on Earth. Low gravity impacts
brain fluids and extended stays can poten-
tially alter brain structure. Extended stays
can also increase the risk of heart disease.

Several other impacts have also been no-
ticed. The ongoing programme would help
in better understanding of these changes.

For these reasons astronauts aboard the
ISS spend almost two hours every day in the
gym, doing a range of physical exercises.

How Centre’s Clean Plant Programme plans to boost production of fruits

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

THE UNION CABINET on Friday approved
the Clean Plant Programme (CPP), aimed at
increasing the yield and productivity of hor-
ticulture crops in India.

First announced in Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman'’s interim Budget

POLICY

tain virus-free, high-quality planting mate-
rial (plants used for vegetative propagation)
inorder to increase crop yields and improve
income opportunities. These are:

M Development of nine Clean Plant
Centers (CPCs)which will provide disease di-
agnostics and therapeutics, create mother
plants to be sent to nurseries,
and quarantine all domestic
and imported planting materi-
als intended for commercial

speech in February 2023, the
CPPis also targeted at enhancing the qual-
ity of fruit crops across the nation.

The Ministry of Agriculture has soughtan
allocation of Rs 1,765 crore for the pro-
gramme. One half of this will be sourced from
the budget of the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH), while
the other half will be in the form of aloan from
the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

How will the CPP work?

The programme has three main compo-
nents geared towards helping farmers ob-

propagation and distribution;

M Enhancement of infrastructure, includ-
ing the development of large-scale nurseries
to facilitate the efficient multiplication of
clean planting material — the mother plants
obtained from the CPCs will be multiplied in
nurseries and distributed to farmers;

M Creation of regulatory and certifica-
tion process to ensure thorough accounta-
bility and traceability in the production and
sale of planting material.

What is the need for the CPP?
India is the second largest producer of

NINE CITIES, NINE CLEAN PLANT CENTERS LINKED TOICAR INSTITUTES

The CPCs will be established in collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) for specific
horticulture crops. Each CPCwill be linked to a different ICAR institute.

M IN PUNE, the CPC for grapes will be
linked to the National Research Centre
for Grapes, Pune

B IN BENGALURU, the CPC will cater
to four crops — mango, guava, dragon
fruit,and avocado — and be linked to the
Indian Institute of Horticultural
Research, Bengaluru

M IN NAGPUR, a CPC for citrus fruits
will be developed at the Central Citrus
Research Institute, Nagpur

fruits and vegetables in the world after China.
From 2013-14 to 2023-24, the area under hor-
ticulture crops has risen from 24 million

B IN BIKANER, another CPC for citrus
fruits will be developed at the Central
Institute of Arid Horticulture, Bikaner

M IN SRINAGAR, a CPC for temperate
fruits — apple, almond, walnut, berries,
etc. — will be developed at the Central
Institute of Temperate Horticulture
(CITH), Srinagar

B IN MUKTESHWAR, another CPC for
temperate fruits will be developed at the
CITH’s regional station in Mukteshwar

hectares to 28.63 million hectares, and pro-
duction hasincreased from 2774 million met-
ric tonnes (mt) to 352 million mt.
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M IN SOLAPUR, a CPC for pomegran-
ate will belinked to the National Research
Center on Pomegranate, Solapur

H IN EAST INDIA, a CPC for tropical
and subtropical plants will be devel-
oped in collaboration with to ICAR’s
East India Horticulture Centres in West
Bengal and Jharkhand

M IN LUCKNOW, the Central Institute
for Subtropical Horticulture will develop
a CPC for mango, guava, and litchi

Indiais alsoamajorimporter and exporter
of fresh fruits. In the financial year 2023-24,
India exported fresh fruits worth $1.15 billion,

while it imported fruits worth $2.73 billion.
With the rising consumption of fruits in the
country,demand has specifically increased for
planting materials of foreign apples, and “ex-
otics” such as avocado and blueberry.

According to sources, between 2018-20,
the EXIM committee for import of planting
material of fruit plants permitted the im-
port of 21.44 lakh apple plants in 2018,
which increased to 49.57 lakh in 2020. In
2018, permission was given to import only
1,000 avocado plants which increased to
26,500 in 2020. Similarly, permissions for
the import of blueberry plants went up
from 1.55 lakh in 2018 to 4.35 lakh in 2020.

At present, the process of importing plants
is very cumbersome, with imported plants
having to be kept in quarantine for two years.
The CPCs will cut this period down to six
months, and thus make it easier for farmers
to access disease free and genuine planting
material for horticultural crops in India.

The concept of CPCs is on the lines of
projects in countries like the US, Israel, and
the Netherlands.
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ON THE CONGRESS EXODUS

People leave the Congress

for their self-interest.
There is no problem.
Ours is a democratic
party. There could be
ideological differences

but not conflict. Without

ideological differences,
there can be no progress

Manoj CG: In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the Congress did not get any
seats in Haryana. This time it has got
five of the 10 seats. With the Assembly
elections just a few months away, how
confident are you of awin?

Last time, we lost all the seats and the
vote share of the party was around 28 per
cent. This time we got five seats and the
combined vote share of the INDIA Alliance
has been the highest in Haryana at 47.62
per cent. In fact, Haryana has the highest
vote share for the Opposition alliance fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. It is
pertinent to remember that though we had
only a 28 per cent vote share in 2019, we
(the Congress) won 31 seats in the
Assembly elections just three months later.
The party had managed to give a tough
fight, with the margin of difference with
the winner in many seats being as low as
4,000 votes. This time, looking at the Lok
Sabha election results, the trends and pop-
ular mood, it is obvious that people have
decided to bring the Congress to power in
the next Assembly elections.

Manoj CG: The BJP changed its chief
minister (CM) before the Lok Sabha
elections, hoping to deflectlocal
anti-incumbency against Manohar Lal
Khattar by replacing him with Nayab
Singh Saini. It believes the people’s
anger has subsided. Is thata concern?
No, that is their own assessment. They
might have changed their CM after sens-
ing anti-incumbency. They may keep
changing the face of their CMs but the peo-
ple have already decided to change them.

Manoj CG: The BJP suffered losses not
justin Haryana but in the Hindi
heartland states of Rajasthan, Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh (UP) during the Lok
Sabha elections. The Congress, the
Samajwadi Party (SP)in UP and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D) to some
extent in Bihar made gains. Do you
think the Modi magic is waning?

That the BJP’s popularity is declining
has been proved by the Lok Sabha results.
Compared to their tall claims of absolute
majority, they won just 33 seats in UP.

Manoj CG: Do you think the Congress
in Haryana should announce a clear
chief ministerial candidate?

No, there is a certain procedure in the
Congress.Itis based on the feedback of the
winning MLAs and party observers. Then,
the high command takes the decisionona
leader who best commands the loyalty of
the elected representatives and of the peo-
ple. But perceptions play arole in how tick-
etsare distributed. That makes a difference.

Manoj CG: There’s a perception that if
the Congress returns to power, you will
become the CM. Is that right?

That is your perception.

Vikas Pathak: The Congress and the
Opposition say that the ruling BJP
government at the Centre has had an
authoritarian attitude. Your comment.

Be it the BJP or Congress, no one should
function with political vengeance in a
democracy.InHaryana, we have full faithin
the judiciary. When the election results
come out, you will see if there is political
vendetta or not.

Vikas Pathak: Haryana politics seems
to be pivoted on the Jat versus non-Jat
tussle. The BJP has looked past the
dominant Jats and believes that Saini,
who is from an Other Backward Class
(OBC), will consolidate the non-Jat
vote. How correct is this perception
and is the Congress addressing it?

The Jat versus non-Jat divide is just a
perception, notreality and certainly not de-
rived from any analysis. When a road is
made or a school is built, people from all
communities use them. The Congress has
always been with the underprivileged, be
it farmers, labourers, small traders, shop-
keepers and youth.

Vikas Pathak: Several Congress leaders
left the party to join the BJP. Naveen
Jindal left at the last minute. How do
you intend to address this exodus?

The scenariois quite the opposite. Over
the last four years or so, 42 ex-MLAs, ex-
MPs and sitting MPs of the BJP have joined
the Congress. Very few Congress leaders
left to join the BJP. The people you are talk-
ingabout left the Congress in 2014. A few of
them returned. We also got many joinees
from the BJP at the last minute. You should
ask Naveen Jindal why he left.

Asad Rehman: In the recent Lok Sabha
elections, the Congress fought on
fewer seats compared to the last time
toaccommodate its allies. Do you
think this will weaken the Congress in

Bhupinder Singh Hooda is
former Chief Minister of
Haryanaandis at present
eader of the Oppositionin
the Haryana Assembly.
After the Lok Sabha
elections, the Opposition
allianceisactingasa
counter-balance tothe
ruling party’s rhetoric and
the Congressis recovering

—— WHY BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA——

lost ground. As one of the
prominent state leaders of
the Congress, he is pitching
a strong campaign against
the BJP inthe run-up tothe
Haryana Assembly elections
and is reconnecting with
voters. A seasoned
politician, Hooda is giving
hisall toan election he

claims will be his |ast.
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ONAGNIVEER SCHEME

Agniveers who come out
in 2026 can avail the ex-
servicemens reservation
that is already provided
by the Central and state
governments. Besides,
where will you reserve

jobs for them, in
class I'V services?

‘Congress 1s the only party that can

carry everyone along. It’s imp

roving’

Former Haryana CM and veteran Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda on the shift in national politics, the reinvention of the
Congress, the Haryana Assembly elections and Vinesh Phogat. The session was moderated by Manoj CG, Chief of Political Bureau
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Former Haryana Chief Minister and Leader of the Opposition in the Haryana Assembly, Bhupinder Singh Hooda, with Manoj CG at the Indian Express office, Noida Abhinav Saha

future general and state elections?

[think this happened when Narasimha
Rao was the Prime Minister in 1996 and a
majority of the seats were given to the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) for the UP
Assembly elections. After that, the Congress
regained those seats with much difficulty.
The circumstances were such. But under
the INDIA Alliance, there was proportional
representation. The party with a bigger
vote share got more seats to contest from.
Those with a smaller vote share got fewer
seats. Our vote share in UP was smaller in
2019.The SP had abigger vote share, so they
got more seats. There has to be give and
take in an alliance.

Manoj CG: If the Congress high
command decides to give a few seats to
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
Assembly elections, like it did with
Kurukshetra in the Lok Sabha polls,
what will be your reaction?

At the national level, we have an al-
liance with the AAP, SP and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP). But there’s no al-
liance at the state level. There has been no
discussion on that.

Asad Rehman: But not havingan
alliance at the state level will pit
partners against each other and could
lead to cutting of each other’s votes.
Won't this send a mixed message?

As far as Haryanais concerned, the Lok
Sabha results signal that the fight is be-
tween the Congress and the BJP. The other
parties that could have cut the vote have
been rejected. Parties like the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) and Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP) got less than one per cent
of the vote share.

Varinder Bhatia: The state Congress
seems to be a divided house with party
general secretary Kumari Seljaona
different yatra while the state unit,
headed by Deepender Singh Hooda, is
on a different one. Won't this damage
your party’s prospects?

There’s no divided house. These are all
cooked up stories. All of us are working for
the Congress. There’s no such problem.

Manoj CG: After 2014, the perception is
that the Haryana Congress is run by
Bhupinder Hooda. First Ashok Tanwar
left, followed by Kuldeep Bishnoi and
then Kiran Choudhry and her
daughter. Everyone feels that yourun
the Haryana Congress, there’s no place
for anyone else. Isn’t this a problem?
People with important posts in the
Congress leave the party for their self-in-
terest. Ours is a democratic party. There

could be ideological differences, not con-
flict. Without ideological differences, there
can be no progress.

Varinder Bhatia: The Haryana CM has
been making announcements for
public welfare, be it on reservation for
Agniveers, Panchayati Raj institutions,
backward classes and minimum
support price for crops. Will this
impact the poll results?

Several of these announcements are
measures we have already executed before
or promised. For example, the announce-
ment of a cylinder for Rs 500 was done by
me three months ago. They (BJP leaders)
are declaring it now. In their Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam, there’s no reservation or merit.
They are just extending the contractual em-
ployees’ contract without making them
permanent employees. They are just de-
luding the people. So far, OBCs (Other
Backward Classes) have not got reservation
in MBBS colleges or engineering colleges.
The Congress has decided to give a mini-
mum support price (MSP) with a legal
guarantee. They have given MSPs for about
14 crops that are not even grown in
Haryana. These are just hollow announce-
ments. But people understand.

Rishika Singh: In Karnataka, there are
talks of reservation for locals in the
private sector. Such a policy had come
upin Haryana a few years ago but was
cancelled. Do you think there should
be reservations for employment of
local residents?

Private job reservations have not bene-
fitted anyone, notevenlocal residents. They
are hogwash. Depending on the nature of
service or job, some can get priority or pref-
erence. But you can’t make a reservation.

Asad Rehman: The Supreme Court

recently gave States the right to sub-
classify Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (SC/STs) for quotas.
What’s your take on it?

We believe in stakeholdership of all sec-
tions. Let me remind you that it was my
government in Haryana that brought, for
the first time in the country, reservation for
the economically poor among the upper
castes. It was that decision that later in-
spired the Modi government to bring a
reservation for the economically backward
among the upper castes (at the national
level). We have even pushed for a limit
higher than the current Rs 8 lakh for
creamy layer. Those who are socially back-
ward need affirmative action. That’s why
Rahul Gandhijiis asking for a caste census.

Shiny Varghese: What’s your policy on
conserving the Aravallis, given the
pollution and heavy rain in NCR?

There’s a specific policy and I am com-
mitted to preserving the Aravallis. In fact,
the current government tried to give a li-
cence to industry but people resisted. Those
operations have stopped now.

Manoj CG: What's the Congress
manifesto guaranteeing in Haryana?
We have formed a manifesto commit-
tee but we have taken five or six major de-
cisions. Like the old age pension of Rs 6,000,
making 300 units of electricity free and fill-
ing more than two lakh posts. These are all
permanent recruitments but the BJPis not
filling them up because these involve giv-
ing reservations to SC and OBCs. We will
fight for alegal guarantee of MSP for farm-
ers. We’'ll declare more guarantees. The
Opposition alliance is now strong.

Rinku Ghosh: You publicly
recommended that Olympic wrestler
Vinesh Phogat be given a Rajya Sabha

ON WHETHER THE APPEAL OF
HINDUTVAIS WANING

Using any religion for
votes isn't right. People
are seeing through
divisive politics. They are
realising that the only
way to get ahead is by
working together
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seat. Her uncle Mahavir Phogat

claims that this is politically motivated
since you didn’t make sucha
recommendation as CM when the
other Phogat sisters, Geeta and Babita,
won medals in 2010. Your comments.

First of all, they got medals in the
Commonwealth Games, which are very
different from the Olympics. But that’s not
the question. They were accordingly given
jobsin the services. One of them was made
deputy superintendent of police (DSP) just
like Olympian wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt.
The other was made deputy directorin the
Haryana sports department.

Vinesh'’s is a special case because jus-
tice has not been done to her. If a wrestler
is 50-100 gm overweight, they are usually
given around five hours (to lose that
weight). She fought three back-to-back
bouts and was not given time. She had al-
ready qualified for the silver medal. This
doesn’t happen to every sportsman. It’s our
duty to honour her for her efforts.

Rinku Ghosh: During your tenure, you
had promoted Faridabad as a smart
city and an investor’s dream. Then
Gurugram came up. Now the
infrastructure is crumbling in both
these growth hubs. How do you plan
toupgrade them?

It’s not only about Gurugram and
Faridabad. During my tenure, Haryana was
the number one state in the country in per
capita income and per capita investment.
Be it law and order, employment, sports
development or education, we were at the
top. Now it's number one in unemploy-
mentand has beenlagging behind in every
growth index for the last decade. That’s be-
cause the current government hasn’'t done
anything. There is neither investment nor
employment opportunities. If the Congress
government comes to power, Gurugram
will become one of the best cities in the
world. The state is an education hub be-
cause we started in 2005 and continued in-
stitution-building through our years in
governance. Can you name a single insti-
tution they built in the last 10 years, con-
sidering they had promised a medical col-
lege in every district?

Lalmani Verma: The first batch of
Agniveers are likely to come out in
2026.Assumingyou're in the
government at that time, what
happens to them?

There’s a major protest against Agniveer
and Haryana will suffer the most. Every
year, at least 5,000 people would sign up
for the Army. Now, that figure has fallen.
The population of Haryana is only two per
cent of the country but every tenth soldier

is from Haryana. This is injustice against
Haryana and Punjab. When the INDIA al-
liance comes to power at the Centre, this
will definitely be scrapped.

Those who come out in 2026 can avail
the ex-servicemen’s reservation that is al-
ready provided by the Central and state
governments. But so far hardly two to three
per cent of ex-soldiers have been recruited.
Besides, where will you reserve jobs for
them, in class IV services? Is this how we
will devalue their contribution? Neither
the Army, nor the people are in favour of
Agniveer. Previously, when someone was
recruited in the forces, they would be cel-
ebrated. They would be given education,
healthcare, pension. Not anymore.

Manoj CG: You were part of G-23,a
group of senior Congress leaders, who
wrote a letter to Sonia Gandhi seeking
reforms in the party. It has been four
years. The Congress has won 99 Lok
Sabha seats and Rahul Gandhi’s
image is much improved. How has the
party changed?

There was nothing like G-23, it’s coined
by the media. Having said that, we weren’t
against the Congress.I'ma third generation
Congressman, my son s fourth generation,
my grandfather was a freedom fighter. My
father has been member of the Constituent
Assembly, constituent legislative Assembly,
provincial parliament, Lok Sabha, Punjab
Assembly, Haryana Assembly and the Rajya
Sabha. Congress is the only party that has
been here from the freedom struggle and
can carry every section alongside. We
wanted to strengthen the Congress, noth-
ing more. After that letter, Mallikarjun
Kharge was elected Congress president.
Rahulji did a yatra over thousands of kilo-
metres. He got so much support. We dou-
bled our seats. The Congress is improving.

Deeptiman Tiwary: Among Opposition
leaders, you have the most cases filed
by Central agencies like CBI (Central
Bureau of Investigation) and ED
(Enforcement Directorate). Your take?

No charges have been framed against
me. [ have full faith in the judiciary. Time
will prove everything.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: The BJP has got
less than a majority of Lok Sabha seats
after 10 years. Do you think the
influence of its brand of Hindutva is
going down?

Using any religion for votes isn’t right.
People have started torealise that they can
get ahead by working together. During ri-
ots in Mewat, so many Hindus came to-
gether and stood by Muslims. People are
seeing through divisive politics.
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HINDENBURG RESEARCH ALLEGATIONS AGAINST SEBI CHAIRPERSON

All disclosures and recusals have been
di Iigentlyfollowed Madhabi, husband

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST 1

SECURITIES AND Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch and her hus-
band, Dhaval Buch, on Sunday
said that their investment in the
offshore funds, mentioned by
Hindenburg Research inits latest
allegations, were made in 2015
when they both were ‘private cit-
izens' living in Singapore.

The investment was made al-
most two years before Madhabi
joined Sebi as a Whole Time
Member, they said.

On Saturday, US-based
Hindenburg Research,inaposton
X (formerly Twitter) alleged that
Madhabi and her husband had
stakes in obscure offshore funds
used in the Adani money siphon-
ing scandal. The short-seller al-
leged that the couple invested in
Global Dynamic Opportunities
Fund (GDOF), in which Vinod
Adani, brother of Gautam Adani,
had invested.

GDOF invested in IPE-Plus
Fund 1,a small offshore Mauritius
Fund, managed by wealth man-
agement firm India Infoline (now
360 ONE WAM), Hindenburg
claimed. The founder and chiefin-
vestment officer (CIO) of IPE-Plus
Fund was Anil Ahuja, who was
also a director of Adani
Enterprises, the flagship company
of the Adani group, where he
served three terms spanning nine
years ending in June 2017
According to Hindenburg, Vinod
Adani used the offshore fund toin-
vest inIndian markets with funds
allegedly siphoned from over in-
voicing of power equipment to
the Adani group.

“The investment in the fund
referred to in the Hindenburg re-
portwas madein 2015 whenthey
were both private citizens living

— BRIEFLY —

Adopt guidance
over intimidation:
CBDT chief

New Delhi: Income-tax depart-
ment officials should make re-
newed efforts to come across as
responsible, responsive, trans-
parent apart fromundertaking
an approach of “guidance over
intimidation” while dealing
with taxpayers, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
Chairman has said. Ravi
Agrawal, the head of the direct
taxes administration body of
the country, suggested a ‘PRU-
DENT approach tobe followed
by the taxmen as the income
tax regime completed 164
years in India. The CBDT chief
recently spoke to his colleagues
via an online video ‘Samvaad’
session — The Chairman
Speaks —onthe occasionof the
165th Income Tax Day that was
observed on July 24. PTI

LICtoinvest
around1.3lakhcr
inmarketin FY25

New Delhi: Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) MD
and CEO Siddhartha Mohanty
has said that the corporationis
looking to make fresh invest-
ments of around Rs 1.3 lakh
croreinequities during the cur-
rent financial year. PTI

FPIsturn
netsellersin
Augustsofar

New Delhi: After infusing
money during the last two
months, foreign investors
have turned net sellers as
they pulled out over Rs
13,400 crore from Indian eq-
uities in August so far due to
unwinding of the yen carry
trade and recession fears in
the US. So far this year, FPIs
have made a net investment
of Rs 22,134 crore in equities,
data with the depositories
showed. Going ccording to
the data, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) withdrew a
netamount of Rs 13,431 crore
from equities so far this
month (August 1-9). PTI

: dl Securities and E]

Sebi Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch. File

in Singapore and almost 2 years
before Madhabi joined Sebi, even
as a Whole Time Member,” Sebi
Chairpersonand her husband said
ina joint statement.

The clarificationis in response
to the allegations made by
Hindenburg Research on
Saturday. They have strongly de-
nied the “baseless allegations and
insinuations” made in the report.

Adani group and 360 One
WAM,, the wealth and asset man-
agement company, have denied
allegations made by Hindenburg
Research on August 10. “Sebi has
strong institutional mechanisms
of disclosure and recusal norms as
per the code of conduct applica-
ble to its officers. Accordingly, all
disclosures and recusals have
been diligently followed, includ-
ing disclosures of all securities
held or subsequently transferred,”
the joint statement stated.

Madhabi, an alumnus of IIM
Ahmedabad, became a Whole
Time Member in the Sebi in 2017
and its ChairpersoninMarch 2022.
“The decision toinvest in this fund
was because the chiefinvestment
officer, Anil Ahuja, is Dhaval’s child-
hood friend from school and IIT
Delhi and, being an ex-employee
of Citibank, J.P. Morgan and 3i
Group plc, had many decades of a
strong investing career. The fact

‘ Sebi has strong

institutional
mechanisms of
disclosure and recusal
norms as per the code of
conduct applicable toits
officers ... “

—MADHABI PURIBUCH &
DHAVAL BUCH

that these were the drivers of the
investment decision is borne out
by the fact that when, in 2018,
Ahuja, left his positionas CIO of the
fund, we redeemed the invest-
mentinthatfund,”itsaid. The joint
statement of the Sebi Chairperson
and her husband said that as con-
firmed by Ahuja, at no point in
time did the fund invest in any
bond, equity, or derivative of any
Adani group company.

360 One WAM in a statement
issued on Sunday said that
throughout the fund’s tenure, IPE-
Plus Fund 1 made zero invest-
ments in any shares of the Adani
group either directly or indirectly
through any fund. At its peak, the
fund’s Assets Under Management
(AUM) reached approximately
$48 million, with over 90 per cent
of the fund consistently invested
in bonds. “Madhabi Buch &

Dhaval Buch’s holdings in the fund
were less than 1.5 per cent of the
total inflow into the fund,” 360
One WAM said.

Ports-to-energy conglomer-
ate, Adani group, in a statement
said that the latest allegations by
Hindenburg are malicious, mis-
chievous and manipulative selec-
tions of publicly available infor-
mation to  arrive @ at
pre-determined conclusions for
personal profiteering with wan-
tondisregard for facts and the law.

“We completely reject these
allegations against the Adani
Group whicharearecycling of dis-
credited claims that have been
thoroughly investigated, proven
to be baseless and already dis-
missed by the Honorable
Supreme Court in March 2023,”
Adani group said ina clarification.

The Adani group said it has
“absolutely no commercial rela-
tionship with the individuals or
matters mentioned in this calcu-
lated deliberate effort to malign
our standing”. The group said it re-
mains steadfastly committed to
transparency and compliance
with all legal and regulatory re-
quirements. “For a discredited
short-seller under the scanner for
several violations of Indian securi-
ties laws, Hindenburg’s allega-
tions are no more than red her-
rings thrown by a desperate entity
with total contempt for Indian
laws,” the group said.

Hindenburg Research also al-
leged that during Madhabi Buch’s
tenure as a Whole Time Member
at Sebi, her husband was ap-
pointed as a senior advisor to
Blackstone, the world’s largest al-
ternative asset manager, in 2019.
Dhaval had not worked fora fund,
in real estate or capital markets
before, per hislinkedin profile, the
short-seller claimed.

“Dhaval’s appointment, in
2019, as Senior Advisor to

Blackstone Private Equity was on
account of his deep expertise in
Supply Chain management. Thus,
his appointment pre-dates
Madhabi’s appointment as Sebi
Chairperson. This appointment
has been in the public domain
ever since. At no time has Dhaval
been associated with the Real
Estate side of Blackstone,” Sebi
Chairpersonand her husband said
in the joint statement.

On Dhaval’s appointment, the
Blackstone Group was immedi-
ately added to Madhabi’s recusal
list maintained with Sebi, the
statement said. “Over the last two
years, Sebi has issued more than
300 circulars (including “Ease of
Doing Business” initiatives in line
with the developmental mandate
of Sebi) across the entire market
eco-system. All regulations of Sebi
are approved by its Board (and not
by its Chairperson)after extensive
public consultation. Insinuations
thatahandful of these mattersre-
lated to the REIT industry were
favours to any specific party are
malicious and motivated,” the
joint statement by the Sebi
Chairpersonand her husband said.

“During this long period,
Madhabi and Dhaval have accrued
their savings through their salaries,
bonuses and stock options.
Insinuations about their net worth
and investments referencing
Madhabi’s current government
salary are malicious and moti-
vated,” the joint statement said.

The two consulting compa-
nies set up by Madhabi during her
stayinSingapore,oneinIndiaand
one in Singapore, became imme-
diately dormant on her appoint-
ment with Sebi. These companies
(and her shareholding in them)
were explicitly part of her disclo-
sures to Sebi. After Dhaval retired
from Unilever in 2019, he started
his own consultancy practice
through these companies.

MATTER PERTAINS TO TRADEMARK, NOT PATENTS: OFFICIAL

Re-validate all decisions by contractual
employees DPIIT directs patent office

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

THE DEPARTMENT for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) has asked the patent of-
ficee to terminate its
Memorandum of Understanding
with Quality Council of India
(QCI)and form a committee con-
sisting of 5 to 10 officials from
Office of the Controller General of
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks
(CGPDTM) tore-validate all deci-
sions taken by contractual staff,a
government official told The
Indian Express on Sunday.

This comes after Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Aishwarya
Bhati in her legal opinion sought
by DPIIT suggested annulment of
allthe decisions made by the out-
sourced QCI employees hired by
CGPDTM. She said that quasi-judi-
cial functions conducted by the
outsourced employees from any
agency without the necessary
statutory architectural powers
would be “inherently flawed and
legally unenforceable”. QCl is an
autonomous not-for-profit body.

To tide over shortage of
staff, the CGPDTM had
“outsourced” a total of
790 employees through
Quality Council of India

The ASG, as reported by this
newspaper, suggested the min-
istry to constitute a committee of
officials who are statutorily au-
thorised to make quasi judicial
decisions. This could save some
of the decisions from invalida-
tion, she said.

“The DPIIT has,onlegal advice,
communicated to the CG office on
July 18, 2024 directed it to termi-
nate the Memorandum Of
Understanding (MoU) dated
December 28, 2022 with Quality
Council of India (QCI) and form a
committee consisting of 5 to 10 of-
ficials from the office of CGPDTM
to re-validate all the decisions
taken by these Contract Hearing
Officers (CHOs),” the official said.

The official stressed that the
matter pertains to the “grant of
trade marks, not patents”.

“The High Court (HC) of
Calcuttahas upheld the same, set-
ting aside the orders passed by a
QCI official appointed by CG-
PDTM. The HC has found that
Section 3(2) of the Trade Marks
Act suggests that ‘officers’ should
be from the cadre of officers, not
contractual or outsourced em-
ployees. The matter is to be
heard,” the official said.

To tide over shortage of staff,
the CGPDTM had “outsourced” a
total of 790 employees through
the Quality Council of India,anau-
tonomous not-for-profit body, at
an annual cost of Rs 50.26 crore
from October 10,2022. The patent
office had originally proposed hir-
ing 1,114 employees at an annual
cost of Rs 62.15 crore. The hiring
was undertaken because man-
power shortage was cited as the
reason for delays in approving
patents and trade marks in a re-
port by the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM).

“It(order)wasinitiated on the
complaint of an advocate, Mukesh
Jain. He alleged that the contrac-
tual staff hired by the office of CG-

PDTM to conduct hearings and
dispose of show-cause and oppo-
sition matters of Trade Mark
Applications is aquasi-judicial re-
sponsibility. Thus, the orders
passed areillegal and are expected
to be conducted by regular offi-
cials holding quasi-judicial posi-
tions,” the official said.

The Calcutta High Court on
August 8,2024 had alsoruled that
hiring contractual employees for
“quasi-judicial functions” in the
patents and trade mark office was
not legal. The Calcutta High
Court’s decision came in a case
where a trademark opposition or-
der that was issued by an
‘Associate Manager’ of Trade
Marks was being challenged.
These officers were hired as
Hearing Officers in the Trade
Marks Registry, “purely on con-
tract basis” up to the period of
March 31, 2023.

According to the Annual
Report for 2022-2023 published
by the Office of the Controller
General, a total of 2,31,977 trade
marks were registered in 2022-23
while 2,61408 trade marks were
registered in 2021-22.

FDI in manufacturing
rises 69% during 2014-24

Foreign direct investment inflows in the manufacturing
sector during 2014-24 rose by 69 per cent to $165.1 billion,
Parliament was informed recently.

Inawritten reply to the Rajya
Sabha, Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Jitin
Prasada said that India is rapidly
emerging as a preferred country for
foreigninvestmentinthe
manufacturing sector.

$383.50billion:

Total FDlinflow reported in the
country during the past five
financial years (2019-20 to
2023-24)

Replying to a separate question,
Prasada said that the initiatives
taken by the Government have led
toadeclineindependency on
imports in several sectors including
mobiles

The import of mobile phones
has decreased from Rs 48,609
crorein2014-15toRs 7,674

Prasada, in a written reply to the Lok Sabha earlier, had said that the government is developing a trade
connect e-platform to connect exporters, MSMEs and entrepreneurs with various stakeholders
including Indian missions abroad, export promotion councils, and other partner government agencies

FDIEQUITY INFLOWIN
MANUFACTURING
SECTORS  (in Shillion)

1651

91.1

2004-14 2014-24

crorein2023-24

On the other hand, the exports
haveincreased from Rs 1,566
crorein 2014-15 tomore than
Rs1,28,982 crorein 2023-24,
he said

Source:
PTI
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MARKET WATCH
McAP OF 8 OF Tor-10 VALUED C0Os DROPS

The combined market valuation of eight of the top-10 most valued
firms eroded by Rs 1,66,954.07 crore last week, with Reliance Industries
and Life Insurance Corporation of India emerging as the biggest

laggards, in line with weak trend in equities.
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INVESTIGATIONS INTO INVESTMENTS IN ADANI GROUP COMPANIES

Fund named by Hindenburg
part of structure used by two
overseas funds probed by Sebi

JAYMAZOOMDAR &
SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI,
AUGUST 11

IPE PLUS Fund 1, the offshore
Mauritius fund where the US-
based Hindenburg Research
claimed the Securities and Exch-
ange Board of India (Sebi) Chair-
person Madhabi Puri Buch and
her husband Daval Buch held a
stake since 2015, is part of the in-
vestment structure used by two
of the 13 overseas funds that
were being probed by the mar-
ket regulator for opaque fund
flows into Adani Group compa-
nies since 2020.

In effect, this made the Sebi
Chairperson a part of the inves-
tigations by the regulator, said
former Sebi officials, thereby
raising potential conflict of inter-
estissues.

“We don’t know if she recused
herself when the investigation
was going on. Ideally, she should
have recused herself and dis-
closed that she had invested in
the fund structure in the time pe-
riod that was under investiga-
tion,” said a former wholetime
member with Sebi. A statement
jointly issued by the Sebi
Chairperson and her husband,
though, said that “disclosures and
recusals have been diligently fol-
lowed” as per the code of conduct
applicable to its officers.

The funds were being probed
by the market regulator for its
“long-standing suspicion” that
some public shareholders of the
Adani Group “could be fronts for
the promoters”. In a report re-
leased Sunday, the US-based
Hindenburg Research claimed
that the Sebi Chairperson “had a
stake in obscure offshore entities
used in the Adani money siphon-
ing scandal.” According to Sebi
records, Emerging India Focus
Funds and EM Resurgent Fund,
two of the Adani Group’s 13 for-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs) un-
derinvestigation, declared Trident
Trust Company (Mauritius) as
their beneficial owner.

Corporate records accessed by
The Indian Express show that
Trident Trust Company
(Mauritius) is also the adminis-
trator of Global Opportunities
Fund (Bermuda), the parent en-
tity of IPE Plus Fund 1 (Mauritius),
where the Sebi Chairperson held
astake worth atleastRs 5.5 crore
until February 2018.

While adetailed email sent to
Madhabi Puri Buch did not elicit
any response, in a statement is-
sued jointly with her husband on
Sunday, she said: “Sebi has strong
institutional mechanisms of dis-

closure and recusal norms as per
the code of conduct applicable to
its officers. Accordingly, all disclo-
sures and recusals have been dili-
gently followed, including disclo-
sures of all securities held or
subsequently transferred.” She
further said that “Hindenburg has
been served a show cause notice
foravariety of violations in India.
Itis unfortunate that instead of re-
plying to the Show Cause Notice,
they have chosen to attack the
credibility of the Sebi and attempt
character assassination of the
Sebi Chairperson.”

Last year, documents ac-
cessed by the reporters’ consor-
tium Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) showed that Vinod
Adani, the elder brother of Adani
Group chairman Gautam Adani,
set up Assent Trade and
Investment Private Limited (ATIL)
in October 2010 as the sole share-
holder.

Until 2010-2011, annual re-
ports of Adani Power Limited
listed Vinod Adani, the Vinod
Adani Family Trust and Vinod
Adani HUF as part of the pro-
moter group.

Funded by entities owned by
Vinod Adani, records accessed by
OCCRP showed that ATIL moved
$100 million by May 2012 to the
Global Opportunities Fund (GOF).
In August 2013, ATIL subscribed
to a sub-fund of GOFin Bermuda
— Global Dynamic Opportunities
Fund (GDOF) — which, in turn, in-
vested in IPE Plus Fund 1
(Mauritius) that put money in the
Indian stock market.

With approximately $522.2
million in assets, Global Dynamic
Opportunities Fund Limited
(Bermuda)is a hedge fund oper-
ated by IIFL Capital Pte Ltd which
also manages IPE Plus Fund.

Last August, the British daily
Financial Times reported that to
pick up and trade in Adani stocks,
funds from unknown sources
were channelled by two British
Virgin Islands shell companies —
United Arab Emirates national
Nasser Ali Shaban Adil's Gulf Asia
Trade and Investment Limited
and Taiwan national Chang Cung-
Ling’s Lingo Investment Limited

File

through a structure under Global
Opportunities Fund (Bermuda),
using the two Mauritius funds be-
ing probed by the Sebi.

Under the requirement of the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), show Sebi records,
both Emerging India Focus Funds
and EM Resurgent Fund nameda
Mauritius company — Emerging
India Fund Management Ltd
(EIFM) — as their controlling
shareholder under the Emerging
Fund Trust and its trustee Trident
Trust Company (Mauritius).

As reported by The Indian
Expresslast September, Mauritian
financial regulator Financial
Services Commission (FSC) re-
voked the business and invest-
ment licences of EIFM in May
2022, a full eight months before
the first Hindenburg report
flagged alleged irregularities in
the Adani Group.

Initslicence revocation notice,
the FSC held that EIFM “acted in
breach” of various sections of the
Financial Services Act, the
Securities Act, the Financial
Intelligence and Anti-Money
Laundering Regulations (2003
and 2018) and the Code on the
Prevention of Money Laundering
and Terrorist Financing,

These alleged breaches relate
to non-compliance on maintain-
ing records of clients and transac-
tions, accounting and auditing
standards; safeguards against
dummy officers; corporate gov-
ernance and the prescribed inter-
nal mechanism to identify risks
of money laundering.

Hours after Hindenburg
Research raised questions of con-
flict of interest alleging that Sebi
was unwilling to take action
against the Adani Group as its
chairperson had a stake in the
company’s offshore entities, the
conglomerate rubbished the
claims calling it “malicious, mis-
chievous and manipulative”.

Earlier, Madhabi and her hus-
band said in a statement that
they strongly denied the “base-
less allegations and insinuations
made in the report”. “The same
are devoid of any truth. Our life
and finances are an open book,”
they said.

As EV makers oppose UP

hybrid registration waiver,
roll back of scheme unlikely

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 11

THE UTTAR Pradesh government
has indicated to carmakers that
the state is unlikely to roll back its
decision to waive registration fees
for strong hybrid and plug-in hy-
brid electric vehicles, despite
pushback from some companies
to rescind the policy, The Indian
Express has learnt.

During a meeting with au-
tomakers on Sunday (August 11),
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary
islearnt to have informed carmak-
ers about the decision to not take
the policy back. The policy was
said to be criticised by major car
manufacturers like Tata Motors,
Hyundai and Kia, as it was being
seen as beneficial to their rivals
Maruti Suzuki and Toyota
Kirloskar who have a big portfolio
of hybrid cars.

“The state government hasin-
dicated that they want to encour-
age both hybrid and electric vehi-
cles and believes there have to be
incentives provided to both the
classes. There is also an under-
standing that the incentives need
tobe dynamicin nature given that
the two vehicles have different
technologies and are not in the
same category,” a source aware of
what was discussed at the meet-
ing said on condition of

Amid
EVrace, the
@ hybrid push

EXPLAINED

TATA MOTORS, M&M and
Hyundai have been bet-
ting big on pure electric
vehicles (EVs). But Maruti
has taken a more conser-
vative approach, with no
battery EV in the market
so far. Maruti has, how-
ever, prioritised hybrids in
its portfolio in partnership
with Toyota Kirloskar.

anonymity. Countries everywhere,
including India, are pushing to-
ward electrification. In India, Tata
Motors, Mahindra & Mahindra
and Hyundai Motor have been
betting big on pure electric vehi-
cles(EVs). But passenger car mar-
ketleader Maruti Suzuki has taken
a more conservative approach,
with no battery EV in the market
so far. Maruti has, however, priori-
tised hybridsinits portfolioin part-
nership with Toyota Kirloskar.
Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors
and Hyundai Motor India did not
respond to animmediate request
for comment. In July, the Uttar
Pradesh government had waived
off registration fees for strong hy-
brid and plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles, joining states like Tamil

Nadu and Chandigarh in offering
incentives for cleaner alternatives
to petrol and diesel vehicles. The
move had come as hybrid vehicles
seemed to be gaining traction
globally by offering improved fuel
economy without the range anx-
iety of pure EVs. Recent sales fig-
ures highlight this shift in India’s
automotive market. In FY23,
strong hybrids made up 0.5 per
cent of total sales, which surged to
2.2 per cent in FY24. By compari-
son, the share of battery EVs grew
ataslower pace, from 1.3 percent
to 2.3 per cent of the market, and
there are signs of a further slow-
downin this category.

The UPgovernment’s 100 per-
centwaiver onregistration fees for
strong hybrids could save buyers
up to Rs 3.5 lakh. The waiver is
likely to boost sales for manufac-
turers like Maruti Suzuki India,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor, and
Honda Cars India, all of which of-
fer strong hybrid models.
Previously, strong hybrids priced
above Rs 10 lakh ex-showroom
incurred a 10 percentroad tax. The
state government is said to have
clarified to carmakers that the
scheme may apply only to hybrid
vehicles certified under the cen-
tral government’s Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles (FAME Il) programme.
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12 All the points appearina toes? (5) . = could expose yourself to dois arrange your daily diary
right solution (6) 7 Ablockade that should pay exploitation. Help others. ?gfl{[tli:zi‘(’)"riltsh the celestial
14 Ready to throwalinetoone dividends(10) CANCER (June 22 - July 23) :
in trouble (6) (84T§1§i)r union offers security MA RVIN by Tom A rmstron g You're such a CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
17 Awidespread current 1D, ' ' " 7-5 sensitive soul that Partnersareina
issue (5) 13 Losing the rubber prevents WHY ARE IT'S A NEW METHOD I'M | CALL IT "OUT OF . @ it's always pleasant generally
19 Show zeal then change you from doing this (7) YOU SITT ”"JG H‘EI HE’ IN pEAL IHI‘:;’ Sl G’HT; QUT G'F Ml ND : When you think that supportive frame of
employment(7) 15 Muddled girl takes nothing LIKE THAT? WITH YOou " \ you're getting the support you : mind. But then
: 7) feel you need. Which means that’s only as much as you'd
21 Learned of a rite due for up ( i h l 1 But it is 2 situafi
revision (7) 16 Cut over a quarter? That's | : that people you love are on expect. Butitis asituationyou
. 6 - = your side for a change, which can encourage by praising,
22 He shows the way one gets ~ serious (6) i is not always the way that it boosting, flattering and
into bed (5) 18 Coarse types confuse love 3 seems. You're still keeping helping them. In other words,
23 Animpressive thing to with lust(5) i some of your plans toyourself.  don’t wait for them to come to
wear (6,4) 20 Light or sound recorder (5) X LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) you. Make the first move.
: uly 24 - Aug
Solutions Crossword 5439 Across: 1Unwept, 4 Circle, 9 Terrain, 10 Apart, 11 Dress, 12 ! Youmay beina AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Elector, 13 Firstchoice, 18 Treason, 20 Facia, 22 Llama, 23 Acclaim, 24 Attest, 25 i strange state, quite You could be
Ascent Down: 1Untidy, 2 Worse, 3 Praises, 5 Irate, 6 Chaotic, 7 Entire, 8 Under canvas, 14 s happy to say what taking on fresh
Inexact, 15 Offices, 16 Stella, 17 Marmot, 19 Seals, 21 Crane | you think on the responsibilities,
one hand, but not to reveal mainly emotional
your true feelings on the ones. Even at work a new task
other. Perhaps you're right. could have a sense of personal,
Perhaps you're not confident almost parental, commitment
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 1s (@) enough in your emotions to about it. There’s also a vague
Instructions ri 7 < : be able to talk about them spot of financial confusion
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move To solve a Sudoku puzzle, ! A © B3/ 9|6(1|7]|5(2|4 yet. Wait for the right time around, but you’ll be tempted
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and o every digit from1to 9 8 1 2 3|9 (9 2 [ 6 | 115 ' 4 [ 3|7 ' 8 ' g and place. to give money to worthwhile
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. must appear in each of the | [ 2 [ [ - | [ TF-f | ' | causes. You can do good.
Aimat___andyouwillget___thrownin. Aimat___and you get neither.-C. S. Lewis 1N nine vertical columns. in 9 E‘ ¢ 4/ 5|712/8(9|11/8|3 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
(6...5,.,5) (one word twice) (o) e - I 715 4.8 9 o ] | Thereisagreatdeal  PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
) | eachoftheninehorizonta | . . o 314/ 6|9/5|8121117 to be said for The heavens areina
PVEEE CESHNT - rows and in each of the 3 1 S - — —n standing your creative state. What
—-—. _-J . 2 | nineboxes. - | = D 9/1/5|7/2/4|8|3|6 ground. But, 'm not I really mean by this
(@) sure if it's enough. There’s an isthatyouareina
p— — —— e () 6 7 4 5 % 782|1 . 36949 old eastern proverb that the position to develop and
CTAAR ABEEHV a Difficulty Level 11419 -~ 19 8|46 . 53|12 br_andchtwhich It)tfntds in ;Eet' ex}llartess yotl}l1r uniquﬁ/I giftg, f
1s=V. = —1 - wind stays on the tree. That'sa  whatever they are. Mucho
:-- . . 355 _ ,\:gj?:g 4 ss= H :r?f 915 . 6 8 4 = 9 | 2 _ 413 , 7 | 116 _ 9 , 8 way of saying that,inaweekof  your energy will be directed
5s=VervH d ’ ' =1 7 i - 6|7!1318(9|12|14!5]|1 change, complete flexibility is towards personal
SIMIT'S ™) - TaYIISU S ~ ery nard, 3 2 @ . ' probably your best option. engagements.
198 NOA pue [1.1ea Je WY ‘Ul UMOIY] YIed 193 [[IM NOA pUE UIABIY 1B WY :I9MSUY 6s = Genius (7p)
dAVHAd ‘HONALS ‘LV3VD ‘AATad :NOLLN10S

SECURITY PAPER MILL, NARMADAPURAM - 461005(MP) [
(& Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Limited) GRS
Wholly owned by Government of India

NO. SB PHQ/MT-CELL/2024 (178)

“E-TENDER NOTICE”
E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police (G) Special Branch,
Police Head Quarter, Bhopal for the Financial Year 2024-25 for rate contract for
purchase of following, Items on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:-

Dated 06-08-2024

o

Miniratna Category-l CPSE & IS0 9001:2015, 14001:2015, 45001:20148,
200072018 & IECTT023:201 7T Ceartified
CIN:U22213DL2006GOI144T63, GSTIN: 23AAJCSEH111J3ZE

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION
SUPPLYING AND INSTALLATION OF GRC
E-TENDER MNOTICE NO. CPM-GSENGG-
BRC-05R-24-25 Seated Tenders for and on
behall of the: President of India are invited by
Chief Project Manager {Gati Shakii),

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Shaheed PUNJAB
Lance Naik 12 August 1991

Tal. H&.:ﬂ?ﬁ?‘-l-ﬁgﬁﬁ_&, .Fﬁx r.-.flg:-.ﬂ]"f-?d-iﬁ-gﬂ’ﬂ, E-mail: g;‘l"-ﬂrllm@mmnll.m_ [S. Name Of Item Specification Tender EMD Rs. Wastam Radway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara- Bashir Hussain On 12th August 1991, 98 Battalion of
site: http:/ispmnarmadapuram spmcil.com N. Paid Online Through mptenders.gov.in 180 004 for the folowing works E-Tender i‘z‘géiggi gg CRPF was deployed in Punjab for anti-
A I [VEHICLE BATTERY | As per tender 1000/- 10000/- No :: GPM-GS-ENGG-BRC-05R-24-25 Bn Jammu & Kashmir |(€1FO1ISt operations. During an area

Advt. No.178 Dated: 10.08.2024 Name of the work : Vadodara Division: domination patrol, the troops came

i Junder heavy fire from terrorists lying in
ambush near a village. Despite being at a disadvantage, the troopers retaliated
fiercely. Shaheed L/Nk Bashir Hussain led a flanking attack against the terror-
ists, advancing bravely despite sustaining injuries. His courage forced the ter-
rorists to retreat, but he succumbed to his wounds and attained martyrdom.
His valor and sacrifice will forever be remembered by the Force.

The Chief General Manager, Security Paper Mill, Narmadapuram (M.P.) Pin 1
461005 invites sealed tenders for following workimaterial purchase,
Interasted Manufactures/Suppliers may visit our website
hitp:lspmnarmadapuram.spmcil.com or http:Veprocure.gov.in for
| detailed tender specifications / terms and conditions of tender enguiry. 2.

Supplying and instaltation of GRC cladding
edements at old and new Station Buildings at
Fratapnagar Sfation, Approximate cost
work : ©1,23,56,264.63 [Rupees One Crore
Twenly Three Lakhs, Therly Six thousand

. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in
any condition & must submit online through website

https://www.mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.
Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police

Plassid AR e Last Datel (www.mppolice.gov.in) Two Hundred Sixty Four and Sixty Three
Tender Description / Quantity. details & Time for 3.Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: Paisa Only] Earnest Money to be Shafeed JAMMU & KASHMIR
No. Work of ltem ¥ receipt https:// d in/ni / deposited : ¥2,11,700/- [Rupees Two Y 12 August 1992
Submission of Bid ttps://www.mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app SI Dalip Singh
| | of tenders Lakhs, Eleven Thousand, Seven Hundred 08-03-1938 To . . . o
E ion| Expression of Interest | http:// d 09.09.2024 4. Tender Schedule: Cnly] Availability of online Tender for 15081992 44. | Puring a period of intense militan-
Epressio = a am. ; =T — - s = e ) i
P - L (EOI) for Installation & P EEE:ETW:"“' - e No. | Tender Activity Date & Time hidding : From: 16.08.2024 at 11,00 Hrs. Ta Bn Rajasthan Pl 1§4e dBf‘If“;lrlionI; ;’rf fgfiflti_"t"ef
Interest | Commissioning of ar 11:00 Hrs 01 |Last date of online e-Tender submission 22.08.2024 up to 1600 hrs. + 30.08.2024 up to. 15.00 Hrs, Opening of rorpistyoperations gn 12th August
: ' | Technical Bu Date & tme ; 30.08.2024 at s, e )

(EOI) #.' utomatic uErtn:r: gl bl L 02 |Bid will be opened on 23.08.2024 up to 1600 hrs. 1530 Hrs’ Ragarding detailed notice A 1992, militants launched an attack
elding Unit ¥ : g e e ; on the Bank of India at Lal Chowk, guarded by CRPF troopers. The mil-
Complete Integration 03 |Bid Opening Place MT CELL, 5B PHQ BHOPAL cafiining Sl OF kr dormenied [1on itants fired indiscriminately and hurled grenades, but the troops quick-

refundable), EMD, eligibility criteria, Similar
Mature. of work, detailed tender condifions,
pleases visi www ineps. govin Manual offers
will not be considenad, 15

ly retaliated with heavy fire, forcing the militants to flee. In the fierce
encounter, Shaheed SI Dalip Singh, who bravely led from the front, sus-
tained severe injuries and attained martyrdom. His supreme sacrifice
will forever be remembered by the Force.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
12 August 2000

with Existing
Embossing Machine
Setup

Any updates, Comigendum, alc against the above tenders shall be
published on said websila only, Thosa shall not be published in any other
newsgaper ormedia. Manager (Material)

Sd/-
Dy. Inspector General of Police
(Intelligence) M.P. Bhopal

G-14783/24

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly

[Shaheed Constable
Shankar Lal Vaykar

PRESS NOTICE INVITING

PERCENTAGE RATE 2o 0 |on 12th August 2000, 10 Batallion
m m e- TENDER Bn Madhya Pradesh of CRPF was deployed in Jammu &
m m ’ T Executive Engineer(C), Postal Kashmir for anti-terrorist opera-

tions. While two jawans were
returning from Dett HQ, near
Degree College ground, they were ambushed by two militants who
opened indiscriminate fire, gravely injuring Constable Shankar Lal

Civil Division, New Delhi invites
on behalf of The President of
India, online percentage rate

Gout. ol Binar Notice Inviting Tender for selection of anency to provide spectacles to the eligible people
screened and identified at Government Healthcare Facilities. in the state of Bihar

e-tender (NIT) Reference No.: - 04 /SHSB/Spectacles/20248-25

Gowt, ofBihar  Motice Inviting Tender for selection of agency to provide Physiotherapy services at
Sub-Division/Block-level Government Healthcare Facilities, in the State of Bihar

e-tender (NIT) Reference No.: - 05 /SH5B/Physiotherapy Services/2024-25 . (CPWD-7) e-tenders for the Vaykar. Hearing the gunshots, nearby troops rushed to the scene, caus-
1. The5tate Health Soclety, Bihar {SH5B), Patna intends to select an agency via e-tendering for following work: ing the militants to flee. Despite being evacuated to District Hospital
1. The State Health Society, Bihar (SH5B), Patna intends to select an agency via e-tendering providing spectacles to the eligible people screened and identified at Government N.ILT. No.: NIT/EEPCND/ Baramulla, Constable Shankar Lal Vaykar succumbed to his injuries

to provide Physiotherapy services at Sub-Division/Block-level Governmaent Healthcare
Facilities, in the State of Bihar, The State Health Society, Bihar, invites bids from eligible
business entities, in providing the services as mentioned in this tender document 3.

Healthcare Facilities, in the state of Bihar, The State Health Society, Bihar, invites bids from
eligible businessentities, in providing the services as mentioned in this tender document,

2024-25/27 dated 09.08.2024,
Name of Work: Civil Work for
accomodating the Parcel
Directorate Office at BPC in PO
Building Chankyapuri New Delhi.
Estimated Cost: X 10199048/-.

attaining martyrdom in service to the nation.

To participate in the e-tendering process, the bidderfagency are required to pet
themselves registered with Bihar Government Centralized e-Procurement portal, lLe.,
https:/feproc2. bihargowin, shall comtact the helpdesk at the following address,
"Mjunction Services Limited, Rl Complex;, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura,
Ashiana Road, P.5, Shastri Nagar, Patna EBOD 014, Bihar, e-mail id
eproc2support@bibar.govin, Toll Free Number- 18005726571 (Working Hours: BAM to
TPM, All days in week except Sunday and few selected state holidays)"”.

4, Schedulguf Events:

"IMPORTANT"”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Earnest Money: ¥ 203981/-. Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
Period of completion: 180 days. contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
Last time and date of result of transactions with companies, associations or
submission of bid: 29 08.2024 individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
) T We therefore recommend that readers make

2. To participate in the e-tendering process, the bidder/agency are required to get

themselves registered with Bihar Government Centralized e-Procurement portal, i.e.,
shall contact the helpdezk at the following address,
“Mjunction Services Limited, RJ Complex, Znd Floar, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura,
Ashiana Road, P.5. Shastri Magar, Patna 200 014, Bihar, e-mail id:
eproc2supporticebihar govan, Toll Free Number- 18005726571 (Working Hours: BAM to
TPM, All days inweek except Sunday and few selected state halidays)”,

httpsieproc bihar gov.an,

3. Schedule of Events: Skno. Event Description Timeline %I;lto ésdog hrs d other detail necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
T _ S - 14/08/2024 [Wednesday) from 11:00 AM, on & ¢ bid torms and other details| | ontering into any agreements with advertisers or
5l.no. Event Description Timeline 3.1 | Bid Submission Start Date & Time e TerienE Partl (s e pe ik st} ﬁiltn b/e; obtained fr(?$ the weljsue otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
: T == = = ps://eprocure.gov.im/eprocure/app 3
£ |Eamskiseataetrme | ISR Tram 110000 on e - 39 | Last date & time for submission 05/09/2024 (Thursday) till 05:00 PM, on & whatsoever

Procurement Portal { https://feproc? bibargovin | Procurement Portal (httos:/feprac2 bihargovin )

{upload) of online bidding decument

Last date & time for submission 06,/09/2024 {Frida.;}_tﬁi_ﬁ;ﬂﬂ_'ﬁ on e-Procurement Last date & t f bimizs] F
o (uplpad} of anline hidding document, | Portal (https:/feprocd bihargowin ) 3.3 L sl RN 05/05/2024 (Thursday) till 05:00 PM ﬂﬁVﬁS FlNhNCIFRS LIMETF”
H AR R T ol (hitps://eprocd.bihargov. EMD [Online Mode] (CIN:LB5922RI2011PLCO34297) Regd. & Corp. Office: 201-202, 2nd Floor,
%4 Last date & time for submission of 06/09,2024 (Friday) ill 05:00 PM - T-II'HE Diate of opening of Technical 06/09/2024 (Friday) 2t 1:00 PM  on e -Frocurement South End Square, Mansarovar Industrial Area, Jaipur. 302020
EMD {Dnline Mode| - - | Bid Portal (hitps:/feproc blhargovin | Demand Notice Under Section 13(2) of Securitisation Act of 2002
34 Time, Date of opening of Technical 09/09/2024 (Monday) at 1:00 PM on e-Procurement 35 | Time, Date of opening of Financlal To be announced later onthe  e-Procurement Portal ?_': the !..-:-gr:!nr- -!-*:I:I:I;'- l'-l:tI Ee;:nrr-lz- NPA tr;%reicrr_e TIhI: .ﬂ-ﬁtlmrw?‘d}gﬂcl;r_i.ﬂﬂlklrnélir 1c11:rinn 33- [2y0f S-E{Eriasatiﬁn And Hg:-c-:-n_str::tin;tln:-r
; Rid Partal (htt / ?.hiha . : o J inancial fssets And Enforcemant of Security Interest Act ad issund G0 day damand natice to the borrawer as givenin the table
.l - - ortal |https://eproc.bihargowin § : _EH:I o {httos://eprocd.bihargovin | According to the Notlce H the 8orrower does not deposit the Amaunt within 80 days, the amount will be recovered from Auction of the
35 Tirme, Cate of opening of Financial To be announced later on thee-Frocurement Portal security as given below, s the demand Mobce send 1o the Borrowerfguarantor has not been served, copy of demand notice has alsa
: Rt F ihar oo | 3.6 | Pre-bid meeting (Date & time) 21 f0B/2024 (Wednesday) at 11:30 AM been affized on the secured assets as given below. Therefore you the borrower |s Informed te deposit the loan amount along with
Bid (htips:/feproc? bikargovin ] R 3 A 7
T — ] | 1 - o B o futureinterest and TECOVErY EXPEnses WIL:!'-.II'I E_III days, otherwize under the provisions of section 13 [4) and 14 of the said Act, the A s
3.6 | Pre-bid meeting [Date & time] 23/08/2024 (Friday) at 11:30 AM 37 | P b et e Conference Hall, State Health Saciety, Bihar, 4 ™ Floor, free to take possossion of the Security i.t.'p|-:l'-'-l_"'l'|=l}l_"-|l:l'-'. - - —— [
i Swasthya Bhawan, Shelkhpura, Patna -800014 Name of the Borrower BD:' I'l'l_-:ll"ld :I Dhmt M ?:“ﬂ%hun i "
: . Conferance Hall, State Health Society, Bihar, 4 ' Floar, 5 Bidd lsind icad the tender d t iat tofd Esi iabl e SHE AUTIOUNY OTigageq property
3.7 | Pre- bid meeting venue Swasthya Bhawan, Sheikhpura, Patna 800014 Sl cpipsh e s s aialin s bt {a complete set of documents s avallable SHUBHAM KAUSHIK, GEETA DEVI BAUG 24 PRIVATE PLOT NO. 28, PART OF KH, ND. 16,17 , WAKE
: i on website} from e-Procurement Partal (hitps://eprac2 bihar.gov.in) and submit its tender [Afc No.) LNMOB02218-190057338 Rs. 1120406/- | MAUJA DEHRI MUSTKAN, TESHIL & DIST- MORADABAD
4. Bidder may also download the tender documents (a3 complete set of documents is by using the downloaded document. TALUG 24 {14,F} PIN244001 ADMEASURING 43,1635 SQ.MTRS
available on website) from e-Procurement Portal (hitps://eproc2. bihar.gov.in) and . : : ; : . . SHIMBHUSHIMBHU, GAUTAM SINGH, RAl BALG 24 HOUSE MO -06160206[AS PER NAGER MIGAM HOUSE
submit its tender by using the downloaded document. §: For further enquiry and information, please contact the following officers during office CHOUDHARY, ALOKCHAUDHARY, Rs. 941918/ | TAX RECEIPT), GALI NO. D2, WAKE MOJJA BHOODA
¥ g
: : : : : : : howrs 10:00AM to 5:00 PM to- KRISHMAKRISHNA 7 AUG 74 BHOORE KA CHOURAHA SITUATED AT MOHALLA
5. For further enquiry and information, please contact the following officers during office 1. Shri Pramod Kumar Ram (B.AS), Deputy Secretary-cum-Incharge PPP State [Afe Mo LNMOBDIT20-2101667 38 ASALATPURA, PRICE ROAD VALMIKI BASTI NEAR KALI
hours 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Health Society (SHSB), Contact No.:- 9661341999 m*‘;ﬂ%ﬁ“ﬂ%ﬁéﬁiﬁ'ﬂ,ﬂ'i“z;j‘q‘:;“u"‘ﬁf“w ed
li)  DrN.K.Sinha{State Program Officer), Mob, no. 9470003014 2. ShriVikash Kumar, Additional Director-PPP, State Health Society (SHSB), Contact (5972445156 ] S0 MTA ' o
(i} shriVikash Kumar, Additional Director-PPP, State Health Soclety, Bihar (SHSB), No.:- 7903367959 £ ive D} ABHISHEK VERMA, SUNDARI DEVI B ALIG 24 PROPERTY SITUATED AT, PLOT MO, 15, KHASRA NO, 259
Maob. no.- 7903367959 Executive Dirsctos xecutive *_"E':t“’l [Afc No.) LNHPRO2821-220197857 Rs. 1045779/ | SITUATED AT VILLAGE CHAMRI PARGANA AND TEHSIL AND
State Health Society. Bih PR. No. 005871 [B&C) 2024-25 State Health Society, Bihar 7 AUG 24 DISTT HAPLIR, (LLP} PIN-PIN-245101 ADMEASURING 180 50, YD.
PR. No. 005870 (B&C) 2024-25 ate Health Society, Bihar _ — _ , . - - . - - -
This information is available on website www,state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also METRAPAL SHARMA, MEELAM SHARMA & a:'I:IE 24 PROFERTY SITUATED 1N RAALLLA _."'.N.HITHI. i F'ﬁ.FIT OF
Thie fGr TG 1= Atsiiabie Sr. WeBeis wWewlstams. . (A/c Nou) LNALIDOS22-230237235 Rs. 558123/ | KHET NO, 194/1 TEHSIL KOIL, DISTRICT ALIGARH , UTTAR
H'E-I' —,.H' W Eh—!' TIEE w W 'JTF{ qﬁm ﬂ L—“'-Tj? FAalG 3 PARDESH PIM-2020001 ADMEASURING 50 5O .YARDS
791 ¥ 999 61 & Th 2 9K, g9 HFeq 311-.{ 'qﬁ'qﬂ '.ﬁ | € E : | Place - Jaipur Date - 12.08.2024 Authorised Officer Aavas Financiers Limited
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FITTING END TO KN

‘E-EDGED RACE

USA women'’s basketball team won a thrilling final against France 67-66 to go level with China in the gold-medal haul and overtake them on overall medals. AP

MEDAL TALLY
[ Pos. | Country G | S| B | Total |

USA 40(44 /42| 126
China |40(27|24| 91
Japan [20(12|13 | 45
Australia|18 (19|16 | 53
France |16 |26(22| 64

| 71. | India 0O/1/5| 6

o s » N -

STORY OF MEDALS
Franceget best medal
haulinacentury

President Emmanuel Macron had set
the bar high by calling for 50-60 French
medals at the Paris Olympics and Les
Bleus duly delivered, reeling in the
country's biggest medal haul since
1900, as the Games ended on Sunday.
The women's basketball team deliv-
ered the delegation's 64th medal when
they took silver after their final defeat
against the U.S,, the highest number
since the 1900 Games - also held in
Paris - when fewer nations competed
and some events were only contested
by French athlete. REUTERS

TRACK AND FIELD

Congo sprintertests
positive for steroid

Sprinter Dominique Lasconi
Mulamba, listed as one of Congo's flag
bearers for the opening ceremony of
the Paris Olympics, has tested positive
for an anabolic steroid, the
International Testing Agency said
Sunday. Mulamba, who competed in
the 100 meters, gave a sample that
was positive for stanozolol metabo-
lite, the ITA said. That's the same
steroid that sprinter Ben Johnson used
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics. AP

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PARIS 202N

How race for the bragging
rights unfolded on final day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AUGUST T1

THE TOP spot on the medal tally at the Tokyo
Olympics came down to one gold, the United
States edging China 39 to 38 on the last day
of the Games. If one thought that the tussle
for bragging rights between the two sport-
ing superpowers couldn't get any tighter,
they were wrong. In the French capital, it
came down to the last medal event, and the
last shot. The USA tied with China on 40 gold
by winning the women's basketball event in
afinal that itself was decided by a single point
at the last second. But by virtue of having
more medals of the other two hues, the
Americans got their noses in front, only just.

At one point, on the penultimate day of
the Olympics, China had alead of four on the
medal tally, before the USA got close after a
memorable night of athletics action, includ-
ing winning the two 4x400 relays.

Going into Sunday, they trailed China by
one, which became two when Li Wenwen
won the women's +81kg weightlifting gold.
When the Americans lost the women's vol-
leyball final to Italy and Kennedy Alexis
Blades went down to Japan's Yuka Kagami
in the women's 76kg wrestling finale, it
seemed as if they would fall short and China
would finish top for the first time since 2008.

But Jennifer Valente broughta gold in the
women's omnium cycling event, setting the
stage for the USA's women hoopsters to get
the job done, barely. Looking at the bigger
picture, they brought medals in as many as
34 sports, with 14 of them fetching gold.
Athletics contributed 14 of them and swim-
ming eight, despite being pushed all the way
by Australia and France. There were some

OLYMPICS INNUMBERS

A total of 850 medals
were won by athletes
coming from 85

different countries at Paris 2024.

Among the many firsts at
the Games were a total of
42 records that were

broken, including 10 world records
and 32 Olympic records.

At peak occupancy,
the Athletes village
played host to 11,804

competitors. 150 hairdresser and
manicure appointments were
made for them every day.

unexpected contributions as well, Olivia
Reeves's gold in women's 71kg weightlifting
was USA's first in several decades. The
American male wrestlers did not win any
golds, while their women took home two.

China benefited greatly from their total
dominance of table tennis and diving and, to
alesser degree, weightlifting. They also took
five gold medals from shooting and three
from boxing, though they had to be satisfied
with just two from their badminton squad. A
total of 23 sports fetched them medals, with
14 bringing gold, including their first in
women's singles tennis for Zheng Qinwen.

[t was also a good Olympics for Japan (20
gold medals), Australia (18) and hosts France
(16) as they finished in the top five of the
medal table.

‘Been arollercoaster but athletes did well’

Olympic gold medallist Abhinav Bindra calls India's performance in Paris a ‘mixed bag’, but hopes that will not halt spending on athletes

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, AUGUST 11

EVERY DAY he’s spent in Paris, Abhinav
Bindra has faced one question: about India’s
inability to win a gold medal at the Olympics.

The country’s first individual gold medal-
list, here as part of the International Olympic
Committee’s Athletes Commission, admits
he doesn't have an easy answer. India’s six-
medal campaign, gold-less, has left him with
‘mixed emotions’, especially after the ‘bru-
tality’ of the Vinesh Phogat disqualification.

In an interview with The Indian Express,
Bindra — who was awarded the Olympic
Order on Saturday — looks back at India’s
campaign, analyses why India lags at the
Olympics, and why only spending money
won'’t guarantee medals.

Excerpts:

Do you get asked a lot while you're here
about India and the inability towina
gold medal?

I do, almost on a daily basis, how many
medals, etc. I'm also asked a lot on gover-
nance.

What do you say? Does it get
embarrassing?

Governance in Indian sport has been a
red flag for so long now that you move past
the embarrassment. We have not got double
digits in Paris. So, what should be the aspira-
tion for Los Angeles? Once we go home,
there's time to reassess and study what has
gone right, and many things have gone
wrong.

What does it take to win an Olympic
medal? Isit only talent?

The Olympics is a very hard platform to
perform at for a variety of reasons. But it's

INDIA’S GREATEST INDIVIDUAL OLYMPIAN

Affable Neeraj, Angry Neeraj, Avenger Neeraj make a Champion Neeraj

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

NOT FINDING the rhythm to defend his Tokyo
Games javelin gold at the storied Stade de
France colosseum, Neeraj Chopra was angry.
In a rare first, he would be seen cursing. His
flaming eyes during the final certainly needed
a fire-hazard warning.

India’s most-decorated individual
Olympian-ever wasn’t the affable boy with
an angelic smile who makes mothers wince
when he tumbles to the ground after com-
pleting his throws. But after the stadium light
dimmed, well after it was decided that he had
finished second to Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem,
the rage vanished somewhere in the Paris
night. He was disappointed but he was any-
thing but a sore, annoyed loser. He was la-
conic, and like always, self-deprecating.
Neeraj was respectful towards Nadeem but
didn’t try too hard to be normal and told the
world that he was ‘happy for him'’. He even
didn’t overdo the Indo-Pak friendly neigh-
bour thing.

Neeraj is an OG, he doesn’t try to be what

he isn’t. Olympic medals haven’t given him
airs, accents or attitude. But then there are
several Neerajs within him, each different
from the other. It’s the perfect departmental-
isation of his emotions and the tight leash
over his mind that goes along way in shaping
Neeraj into a champion athlete.

Many professional sportspersons have
perfected the art of being cold-hearted at
their workplace and warm away fromit. Two-
time unified world heavyweight champion
Anthony Joshua is one of them. He too has a
few Joshuas inside him. Known for his peachy
punches - his straight right is blessed with
the magical powers to make opponents see
stars - the British boxer is unapologetically
brutal in the ring.

After he takes his gloves off, he becomes a
sensitive family man and a philanthropist.
Raised in a big Nigerian family with many un-
cles, aunts and cousins - just like Neeraj - the
big man has a throaty laugh. He firmly be-
lieves in having no enemies and being good to
everyone. Joshua also speaks well.

In the long-running iconic BBC podcast,
DesertIsland Disc, the boxing great, very early

New IOC Athletes’ Commision vice-chair Abhinav Bindra speaks at the latest I0C

session in Paris. Reuters

also a platform which is imperfect for per-
formance. Because there's external expecta-
tions, and internal expectations, that just
doesn't allow you to let go.

Performance sometimes is almost artis-
tic in nature. You almost have to allow it to
happen.

And the ability to let go is very difficult.
So skill is almost thrown into the dustbin.
There will be a few who are just great but for
a majority, you have to almost find perfec-
tion on that imperfect day.

Perfect departmentalisation of his
emotions and the tight leash

over his mind shape Neeraj Chopra into
a champion athlete. P11

This is true for athletes from all
countries. Why are Indians lagging
behind?

If knew, Iwould put it out so that we can
win more gold medals. When you put all your
eggs in one basket, your self-worth is almost
dependent on where your name will appear
on the ranking list of a sports competition. For
me, life-balance is important to deal with
stress, pressure, expectations, because tough-
ness comes from the foundation as a human
being. And if the balance in life is not existing

inthe show, sweeps the listeners with his wit
and charm. The interviewer asks the obvious
question: You love knocking out your oppo-
nents and have no remorse. It looks so at odds
with the person sitting across from me. Can
you explain the contradiction?

Joshua’s answer makes one understand
those on the Paris podium, men and women
like Neeraj, better. “Like you see alion on some
social media (clip) and they are showing af-
fection (to their cubs) ... and you think ‘Oh,
it's so amazing, I would like to give one of
those a cuddle’,” he says as a prelude to the
answer. “And then you put a gazelle in front
of that lion and you see his pupils widen and
his focus and attention .. That’s like me.Ilove
company, [ love to talk to people... butwhen
it is time to eat ...” His voice trails off as he
leaves out the gory details of the chase, catch
and the kill.

Joshua'’s lion story explains Neeraj’s first
switch. The second transformation — Angry
Neeraj to Pragmatic Neeraj — can be under-
stood by the end of the day quotes. While the
reporters attempt to ask him about the loss
to a Pakistan thrower or failure to cross 90

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Performance sometimes is almost
artistic in nature. You almost have
toallow it to happen. And the
ability tolet gois very difficult. So
skill is almost thrown into the
dustbin. There will be a few who
are just great but for a majority,
you have to almost find perfection
on that imperfect day.”

ABHINAV BINDRA
ON WHAT IT TAKES TO WIN AN OLYMPIC MEDAL

atahuman level, it has animpact on perform-
ance on the field. What you do outside the
field has a direct influence on whatyoudo on
it. Because we are having more participation
atayounger level, it isimportant to make sure
that there is a dual career. We have to ensure
that athletes get a basic level of education and
that they're building another skill. It helps
themin life outside sport and also has anim-
pact on performance.

Prakash Padukone has said that athletes
should also be made accountable. Do
you agree?

Accountability has to be collective, and
an athlete is very much part of it. So I don't
completely disagree with what Mr.
Padukone said. But that doesn't mean that
you stop spending on athletes. You have to
see how that money is spent. You cannot al-
ways wrap your athletes in cotton wool.

Does getting everything easily impact
their hunger?

[ think hunger is intrinsic in nature. As a
nation, we need to understand that money is
only an enabler. It's not going to get you
medals. It is blood, sweat and tears, hard
work and resilience shown on the field
which will get you there. And hunger is a very

metres; the man who listens to each question
carefully and answers them thoughtfully
speaks about a concept that explains why the
top-seeds don’t win every tournament.

Like in life, sports have too many moving
parts. But there are those perfect days when
everything falls in place and a beautiful har-
mony prevails. There are few everyday par-
allels to wunderstand this concept.
Commuters marvel at the coincidence of
walking on the platform to welcome an
empty local train ambling in, shopkeepers
thank their stars for a morning that brings in
unfussy big-spenders and students can’t hide
their glee on finding that last-minute revised
question is on the exam sheet. It's what they
remember as ‘their day’.

In sports, most champion athletes accept
the sovereignty of ‘the day’. They are hard on
themselves and are firm believers in the
maxim ‘you don’t win the silver, you lose the
gold’ but their resolve to win does have a tiny
rider. They know if their rival has ‘their day’
no force can stop them. Travis Head in the
World Cup final at the biggest cricket stadium
in the world and Arshad Nadeem at Paris’s

important aspect of it. You need money for
training, to compete, travel, for the larger per-
formance support stuff. But that doesn't
meanit's a vending machine. You can spend
more, you can spend less. It's not going to
guarantee you success.

Shooting returned among medals after
two failed Olympics...

Shooting has had an improvement. I'm
proud of each one of them. But when athletes
go to a World Cup or a World Championship,
you look at the medals rally, we are top-three,
top-four normally. Now we're not there. |
don't even think in the top 10 (14). They've
done a great job. But sport is about constant
learning and to see what better can be done.
When you compare it with Tokyo, it's been a
resounding success in many ways, overall
performances as well, not just medals... the
way they've gone and approached it.

Looking back, would you be happy or
sad with India’s medals?

Idon't know how I'm feeling. It'sbeen an
emotional rollercoaster from an Indian per-
spective. ] think the athletes have done well.
We may not have won all the medals but
overall, generally, there has been an improve-
ment. We must consolidate the gains that
have been made and work harder. The bru-
tality of the Vinesh (Phogat) case, we are all
still struggling with it. It's been a mixed bag.

How big a deal is it that Neeraj followed
up his gold medal with a silver?

Incredible feat. I think we are all very
proud of him. The Pakistani (Arshad
Nadeem) was a worthy winner on the day.
But Neeraj should be proud of himself. There
will be a level of disappointment, because
you're not gonna get everything going your
way, but he performed admirably. A lot of ex-
pectations were also on him, but he deliv-
ered.

theatre of dreams. The Pakistan strong man
would amble inlike a pace bowler in the third
session after along spell and hurl the javelin.
Like a perfect swing of a renowned golfer or
batsman in great touch, he would launch the
javelin at the right pace and angle. 92.97 me-
tres would flash on the screen and all the
throwers in the arena would be hit by the ‘it’s
his day’ thunderbolt. All was notlost but deep
inside there might have been a sense of res-
ignation. But the committed competitor in
them would not allow them to give up.

While there was poise in Nadeem’s stride,
the rest of the field was in a state of panic.
They would try to fight the odds, they would
dig deep inside but that would amount to try-
ing way too hard - never ever a great idea in
crunch situations. Even on a day that wasn’t
his, Neeraj would secure his season’s best of
89.45 metres, the bestamongst all to respond
to the 92+ throw. “Today was Arshad’s day.
gave my best,” he would say.

And just after that another Neeraj would
emerge. “I still have a lot of throws in me. The
loss here would inspire me to work harder and
throw further,” the Avenger Neeraj would say.
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Jump-off > Shared gold

Tokyo high jump had a split gold; In Paris, Kerr & McEwen choose one-on-one duel which Kiwi wins

NIHAL KOSHIE
AUGUST 11

"To hell with sharing the gold medal’, these
are not the exact words said but rather the
sentiment when two men were tied at the
same height after both had failed to jump any
higher.

New Zealand's Hamish Kerr didn't want
the men's high jump final to end up becom-
ing another feel-good moment of the
Olympic Games. Kerr is said to have told USA's
Shelby McEwen that he was prepared to fight
it offin a jump-off. McEwen, without batting
an eyelid, agreed. There would be just one
winner. Ultimately it was Kerr.

The New Zealander and the American
were going off script at the Stade de France
on Saturday night.

High jumpers Gianmarco Tamberi and
Mutaz Barshim at the Tokyo Olympics and
pole vaulters Katie Moon and Nina Kennedy
at last year's World Championships were
happy to share the gold medal.

"Can we have two gold?" Barshim had
asked and an official nodded. Ankle injuries
had almost ended the careers of Barshimand
Tamberi, so when they both knew they could
touch gold, the good friends were on the same
page.

Moon hit back at critics saying she and
Kennedy would have been foolish to risk in-
jury because of fatigue. "Contrary to popular
belief, you do not need a 'win at all cost' mind-
set to have a champion's mentality,” Moon
had said.

Kerr, once a track runner, and McEwen, a
former winner of a basketball dunk compe-
tition, were not going to let go of a golden op-
portunity to be a solo Olympic champion.

Final with high stakes

High-stakes were at play when Kerr and
McEwen went for the jump-off. For the first
time World Athletics was offering $50,000
for every gold medal winner. If they had split
the gold, they could have also shared the pot.
"lgot afamily to feed,” McEwen said after the
final when asked if he had entertained
thoughts of pocketing $25,000.

There was a lot riding on the high jump
gold for the USA as well as for New Zealand.

The Paris Games are now New Zealand's
most successful ever. Kerr's gold was the
ninth for the country, one better than eight

won at Los Angeles in 1984.

Post the final, the narrative the misin-
formed trolls bought into was that McEwen
had thrown away the medal that mattered
for USA - one behind China in the gold
count before Sunday - by challenging Kerr
to a jump-off.

Actually, Kerr didn't leave McEwen with
anoption. McEwen narrated the sequence of
events once those, for and against a jump off,
had their say.

“He (Kerr) said he wanted to face off, and
I'was all for it. We faced off until the last bat-
tle and he came out on top, so salute, congrat-
ulations to him. I know I will be back, stronger
and fit, better than ever," McEwen was quoted
as saying by World Athletics.

Both Kerr and McEwen had cleared 2.36
metres in their first attempts, but had three

-

(Above) New Zealand’s Hamish Kerr is said to have told USA’s Shelby McEwen (left)
that he was prepared to fight it off in a jump-off. The American readily agreed. Reuters

failures at 2.38m. In the jump-off both botched
their one and only attempt at 2.38 metres and
also at 2.36 metres before Kerr soared over 2.34
and McEwen dropped the bar. The on-air com-
mentator was happy that no javelin throw-
ers were in action as Kerr took off for a cele-
bratory run into the middle of the field.

Creating a legacy

Later at a joint press conference with
Barshim and McEwen, Kerr spoke about the
motivation behind creating a different high
jump legacy to what was seen in Tokyo.

Kerr said the jump-off was for those who
wanted to see a fight to the finish between
Barshim and Tamberi but left unsatisfied
three years ago in Tokyo.

"I always talked about how amazing the
jump-off was last time (in Tokyo). That has
such aspecial place in history for high jumps.
For me also to have an exact same scenario
this time around, but to choose to do the
jump-off, was putting at peace those people
who wanted to jump-off, so we're both really
happy to add to that history,” Kerr said.

"If anything, I'm more fatigued from run-
ning onto the field than I am from the actual
Jjumping, butIwas just so happy thatI'd won."

The day didn't belong to the two super-
stars of this era. Barshim, a modern great,
and Tamberi, were out of gold-medal reck-
oning. Barshim finished third, he now has
the full set of medals with a gold and two
silvers from previous Summer Games.
Barshim was far from his best in an injury-
ridden season.

Tamberi's Olympics started with him los-
ing his wedding ring during the opening cer-
emony on the Seine. Kidney pain, fever and
hospitalization made matters worse this
week, he bowed out at 2.22 metres.

Three years ago the Qatari and the Italian
had created alasting legacy of their own and
now they watched two others do the same.
When asked about a second-place scenario,
Kerr said 'would have been prouder of a sil-
ver thana split gold'. McEwen concurred. Two
men didn't want to share gold this time and
another glorious chapter in the men's high
jump final was written.
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With eye on Tests,
Rohit, Kohli likely to

play in Duleep T rophy

DEVENDRA PANDEY
AUGUST N

INDIA CAPTAIN Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
are likely to be part of star studded Duleep
Trophy squads that will be picked by the sen-
ior selection committee of the BCCIL. With the
Test series against Bangladesh coming up, the
senior selection committee wants all the play-
ers available for the Duleep Trophy which will
be played in a new format this season begin-
ning September 5.

The Indian Express understands that
Shubman Gill, KL Rahul, Axar Patel, Ravindra
Jadeja, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Surykumar Yadav,
Kuldeep Yadav have been asked to play in the
Duleep Trophy. However, ace pacer Jasprit
Bumrah won't be playing the tournament as
he hasbeen given a prolonged rest period. The
selectors are also set to have a discussion on
his inclusion for the two Tests against
Bangladesh as India have a gruelling 10 Tests
line-up in the next four months including 5 in
Australia. With the pitches for Bangladesh se-
ries expected to spin friendly and Mohammed
Shami closing in on return, Bumrah may be
rested for the series.

With the zonal format of the Duleep
Trophy done away, Ajit Agarkar's panel will
pick the four squads -- India A, India B, India C
and India D -- set to feature in the tournament.

The Duleep Trophy is scheduled to be
played in Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh. With
the venue not connected by air transport and
with the star players agreeing to turn up, the
BCClis now planning to keep one round at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.

The six matches of Duleep Trophy will be-
ginon September 5 and end on September 24
while the first Test between India vs
Bangladesh will be played in Chennai from
September 19.

Itis not clear whether Rohit and Kohli will
be playing the Duleep Trophy opener on
September 5 or the second round that starts
onSeptember 12. Itis understood that the BCCI
is also planning a short camp in Chennai be-
fore the Test series and if that materialises, then
the stars will feature in the first round of the
Duleep Trophy.

Afew months ago BCCl secretary Jay Shah
had stated that all national players will have to
make themselves available for domestic cricket
barring top Indian cricketers like Rohit, Kohli

Ajit Agarkar-led selection panel wants
all the regular players available for the
Duleep Trophy. File

and Bumrah. Players like Suryakumar and
Sarfaraz Khan will be taking partin Buchi Babu
invitational tournament to be played in Tamil
Nadu from August 15.

Iyer-Kishan to be included

Meanwhile, the selection committee is
likely to pick Ishan Kishan for the Duleep
Trophy game. Itis learnt that the selection com-
mittee wants Kishan to resume red ball cricket
if he wants to be back in contention for the
Indian team. Ishan and Shreyas Iyer were
dropped from the BCCI's annual contract list
after they failed to play the Ranji Trophy de-
spite the selection committee asking them to
dosolastseason. lyer, despite playing two Ranji
Trophy games, was dropped from contract list,
whereas Kishan snubbed BCCI's warning and
trained separately in Vadodara. Iyer made his
way back to the national side during the re-
cently concluded ODIs in Sri Lanka and one
more opportunity has been thrown at Kishan
to make a comeback.

No Pujara-Rahane

Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane
won'’t be finding a place in any Duleep Trophy
team as the national selection committee has
made up their mind to move on from these
two old stalwarts. Rahane led Mumbai Ranji
Trophy side to their 42nd Ranji Trophy title last
season but his performance with the bat was
not upto the mark. While Pujara was amongst
runs, the selection committee feels that young-
sters like Sarfaraz, Dhruv Jurel have shown a
great potential to fill their place.
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