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Poll math: Is Cong where
Jan Sangh was in ’60s-"70s?
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The Congress was much smaller than its prospective
allies in the 2014 and 2019 elections
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3 ... but ideology-agnostic opposition alliances
managed to keep the Congress out of power in
many states
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Read Number Theory to access unparalleled
data-journalism with statistically analyzed news.
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HT's report on the day the Bhakra-Nangal
cannzl heralded a new irrigation era for India
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SRINAGAR: A day after being
wounded during an encounter
between a group of terrorists
and security forces in south
Kashmir's Anantnag district on
Saturday, a person succumbed
to injuries on Sunday, even as
forces continued their search
operation around the site of the
gunfight in the district’s upper
forest area that borders Doda.

Meanwhile, a gunfight
erupted between security fores
and terrorists in Udhampur dis-
trict on Sunday evening.

Two army personnel were
killed and another injured in the
encounter that erupted in Ahlan
Gagarmandu area of Kokernag
in Anantnag district — the latest
in a series of terror strikes in the
Union territory, which is gear-
ing up to host its first assembly
elections since 2014. Two civil-
ians suffered injuries during the
exchange of fire.

“There were some people
who were hit by bullets during
the exchange of fire, of which

Security personnel during sanitisation operations in Anantnag

district on Sunday.

one civilian has succumbed.
Their presence at the place isa
matter of investigation,” said
Kashmir inspector general of
police, VK Birdi. He said the
other injured civilian was “sta-
ble” in the hospital.

The police did not reveal the
identity of the injured civilians.

“We are also investigating
their involvement in terror

PTI

activities,” he said.

The surge in terror attacks
has put J&K on alert and
prompted the country’s political
and defence brass to review the
security situation in the UT.
This year, 29 terrorists and four
defence personnel have died in
separate gunfights in Kashmir.
In Jammu, 28 people, including

continuedon-=>7

INDIA'S DEFENCE
EXPORTS SETTO
MEET ¥50K-CR

TARGET IN 5 YRS

HT Correspondent
letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is on course to
achieve its defence export target
of 250,000 crore in the next five
years, ministry officials said on
Sunday, citing export data shared
by the government for the first
quarter of 2024-25,

India’s defence exports stood
at36,915 crore from April to June
2024, the data shared a day ear-
lier showed. This was 78% higher
than 3,885 crore for the year-
ago period. As was the trend last
year, the share of the public and
private sectors stood at 60% and
40%, respectively, the officials
said, declining to be named.

In April, the defence ministry
announced that India’s defence
exports grew 32.5% in 2023-24
and crossed 321,000 crore for the
first time as the country
remained focussed on boosting
the indigenous defence manufac-
turing ecosystem as well as mili-
tary exports.

India exports military hard-
ware to around 85 countries,
with around 100 local firms
involved in the effort. =P8

OUTRAGE MOUNTS
OVER RAPE AND
MURDER OF YOUNG
DOCTOR IN KOLKATA

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Police in Kolkata are
focussing on how the 3l-year-old
suspect in the rapeand murder of
a trainee doctor at one of the city’s
main government hospitals com-
mitted the crime and whether he
had an accomplice, officials said
on Sunday, as protests by medical
professionals over the incident
spread to other cities.

Officials are pinning their hopes
on the autopsy report of the
32-year-old postgraduate trainee
doctor, who was found dead on
Friday. Her body bore injuries con-
sistent with sexual assault and
some of her clothes were missing,
officials said, but are now unsure
on whether the woman was
assaulted prior to her killing.

“The nature of the multiple
injuries found on the victim's
upper body may prompt anyone to
suspect that Roy was not alone,”
said an official. P9

‘GRAVE CONCERN'
OVER ATTACKS ON
MINORITIES: NEW
B'DESH CABINET

AQEHCE France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s new
interim government said on
Sunday it was working to resolve
attacks on Hindus and other reli-
gious minorities reported after
Sheikh Hasina's ouster.

Hindus are the largest minor-
ity faith in mostly Muslim Bang-
ladesh and are considered a sup-
port base for Hasina’s party, the
Awami League.

After Hasina's abrupt resigna-
tion and flight abroad, there
were numerous reports of
attacks against Hindu house-
holds, temples and businesses.

“The attacks on religious
minorities in some places have
been noted with grave concern,”
the interim cabinet said in its
first official statement since its
Thursday appointment.

The cabinet said it would
“immediately sit with the repre-
sentative bodies and other con-
cerned groups to find ways to
resolve such heinous attacks”.~»pz
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The Netherlands’ Sifan Hassan at the finish line of the women’s marathon at the Paris Olympics on
Sunday. The 31-year-old became the first person to medal at all three distance eventsat a single

Olympics — 5,000m, 10,000m and the marathon —since Czech Emil Zatopekin 1952,
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ED may summon
Rahul in AJL case

Neeraj Chauhan
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) may soon sum-
mon leader of opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, for
questioning in connection with its
money laundering probe into the
affairs of Congress-run National
Herald newspaper, highly placed
officials familiar with the develop-
ment said.

A fresh round of questioning of
the Congress leader may be
needed as the agency wants to
conclude its probe into the irregu-
larities, in which it has already

attached assets worth 751 crore,
they added, asking not to be
named.

The Rae Bareli member of Par-
liament was earlier interrogated
by ED for nearly 40 hours in four
sittings in June 2022 about his
role in the day-to-day functioning
of Young Indian Pvt Ltd (Y1), a
company in which he is a majority
stakeholder along with his mother
Sonia Gandhi, the acquisition of
Associated Journals Ltd (AJL) by
YI; aloan of 390.21 crore given by
the All India Congress Committee
(AICC) to AJL; and transactions
related to the development of a
property in Mumbai. SP1
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A number of my Democratic
colleagues thought I was

going to hurt them in the N
races... | thoughti’dbe areal %
distraction. e
Related story on page 12};""

TRUMP CAMPAIGN
WEBSITE HACKED,
HE BLAMES IRAN

WASHINGTON: Republican nomi-
nee Donald Trump said he was
informed by Microsoft that one
of his campaign websites was
hacked by the Iranian govern-
ment, but said the hackers were
only able to access “publicly
available information” in the
breach. “Nevertheless, they
shouldn’t be doing anything of
this nature,” Trump said in a
post on his Truth Social network.
Iran’s mission to the United
Nations, when asked about the
claim of the Trump campaign,
denied being involved. SPR2

GAZA EVACUATIONS
ORDERED AFTER 100
KILLED IN STRIKE ON
SCHOOL-SHELTER

DEIR AL-BALAH, GAZA STRIP: The
[sraeli military ordered more
evacuations in southern Gaza
early Sunday, a day after a
deadly airstrike on a school-
turned-shelter in the north
killed at least 80 Palestinians,
according to local health
authorities. Several European
and West Asian countries con-
demned the airstrike, which
was one of the deadliest attacks
in the 10-month war. P12
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ct Delta delayed, navy asks govt for nod

to build two nuclear-powered submarines

Shishir Gupta

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With “Project
Delta”, its plan to augment its
submarine fleet, delayed beyond
2027 due to Russia’s war with
Ukraine, the Indian Navy has
approached the government for
approval to build two nuclear-
powered conventionally armed
submarines or SSNs to deter the

country's adversaries in the
Indo-Pacific.

While the 30-year-old subma-
rine plan approved by the Modi
government in 2015 sanctions
six SSNs in the Indo-Pacific, the
first step is the acceptance of
necessity (AoN) for two SSNs.
The matter has been raised at
the apex level and consultations
are on to expedite the process.

As reported by Hindustan

Times earlier, India’s second
nuclear powered nuclear mis-
sile armed submarine, SSBN
(nuclear-powered submarines
armed with ballistic missiles)
INS Arighat, will be commis-
sioned shortly with the first
SSBN, INS Arihant, already
patrolling the deep waters of
Indo-Pacific. India’s third SSBN,
INS Aridaman, is also all set to
be commissioned next year as

part of the country’s formidable
nuclear triad.

While the proposed lease of
Russian Akula class SSNs (this is
what was termed Project Delta)
delayed due to Russian preoccu-
pation with the Ukraine war and
technological sanctions that may
last at least till 2028, the Indian
Navy has taken a decision to
build SSNs after building three

continued on =37
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The landscape of around 866k
Wagql properties across India

howindialives.com

On Thursday, the BJP-led Union government introduced in the Lok Sabha The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, to
amend key provisions in the Wagf Act, 1995. Waqt is an act by an individual under Islamic religious beliefs to
transfer an acquired or inherited property for the purpose of charity. Each state has a Wagf board, set up under the
Wagf Act, to administer these properties. Property disputes are settled by the Waqf tribunal of the respective state.

The Bill, if it becomes law, could alter this compact in certain situations. It could increase contestations of
property status and hand governments (both central and state) more powers. Crucially, the power to adjudicate a
dispute between the government and Waqf boards will shift from the Waqf Tribunal to district magistrates, an
appointee of the state

i eraatmem | About half the Waqf properties are in states
proposed legislation ishuge, | @F UTs currently ruled by the BJP

both in terms of scale and

value. A 2014 parliamentary CURRENT

standing committee report
estimated that 35 Waqf
boards collectively owned
about 600,000 acres, with a

then-estimated market
value of #1.2 lakh crore.

In 2008, the Congress-led
UPA government started
collecting data of all Wagf
properties. It set up the
Waqf Assets Management
System of India (WAMSI), an
online data portal for such
properties. As of August 8, Gujarat

2 NUMBER OF WAQF

GOVERNMENT PROPERTIES

UttarPradesh = BIP
West Bengal

Tamil Nadu
Karnataka

Telangana

immovable properties. Lk T
About a quarter of these
properties were in Uttar Madh?aPradEEh
Pradesh alone, where the Jammu & Kashmir * |
BJP is currently in power.
The top 15 states account Rajasthan

for 97% of these properties. | 7T TR

The BJP is in power in eight RN i bl N
of these states, which Andiira Pradesh
account for about half of all

Waqf properties Odisha | BIP

~ *Currently governed by the BJP-led Central government.
Source: Wagf Assets Management System of India [WAMSI)

Potential for dispute
ot rewitheot o deae e ¢ | Information on ownership status for
rest, there is either inadequate information or half the Waqf properties is not

they are under dispute, and this is where the

proposed legislation can influence outcomes. availa ble

Nearly 9% of properties are either encroached Share of immovable ) )

or under litigation, with 32,000 cases filed as : 15" 2.8
_ _ : properties by

on July 2024. Last year, for example, the Union erty status (%)

ministry of housing and urban affairs took over property B3

123 properties of the Delhi Wagf Board, _

including the Jama Masjid located opposite = E:lj%n&%r;}c&rg]bered

Parliament House (not to be confused with the _

one in Old Delhi). The case is currently in the £l Information

Delhi high court. not available

Under the proposed law, properties declared as B Encroached
Wagf orally will not be accepted. The key Litigation
provision is the insertion of statute of |
limitations. Wagf boards cannot claim I Others
properties that have been in possession of
another party for 12 years. In case of a dispute
with Waqgf boards, the state, through the
district magistrate, will have adjudication

Source: Wagf Assets Management

POwWers. System of India (WAMSI)

4

Diverse
property types

Property
management

Mosques are just one of the many forms of Wagf properties.
Previously, the Union ministry of minority affairs had engaged
the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi to undertake an
evaluation study of two government schemes related to Wagf
properties. The report, submitted in 2021, detailed properties
owned by Wagf boards in 11 states. It shows diverse asset
types. For example, of the 30,000 immovable Wagf properties
in Maharashtra, nearly a third were agricultural land.
Mosques,dargahs and graveyards accounted for another third.

Farm land makes up about
one-third of Waqf
properties in Maharashtra

Immovable properties owned by the
Maharashtra Waqf Board in 2020

Agricultural land 9,437

Madrasa . 904
....................................................................... Saurce: Report on
Evaluation Study of the
scheme of 'Qaumi Wagf
School | 73 Board Taraggiati Scheme’

~and "Shahari Wagf
Sampatti Vikas Yojana'
: Ministry of Minori

As of July 2024, according to WAMSI, only 8,419 Waqf
properties — less than 1% — had filed an income retumn in
2020-21. They showed a total income of Rs 95 crore.

Wagf properties can be managed by different modes. The
mode most used is “mutawalli” (trusted friend), or a
manager who manages the property. Wagf boards,
administrator and management committee are other
modes being used to manage Waqf properties. Importantly,
on the WAMSI portal, nearly half the Wagqf properties don't
have any information on who is managing them.

Management status of

about half the Waqf
properties is not known

Management-wise Waqf immovable properties

Mutawalli 217002

Management - 1271726
committee '

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

None

(alienation, etc) 3,889

e e e i e R e oy e e e e e ey oy e e e e o e o ey g e = e e L e e e e e e e e i e e B W e i '

Management not
entered 4] 3'395

Source: Wagf Assets Management System of India (WAMSI)

This is another area where the proposed law can make a
difference in determining status of the property. For now,
under attack from opposition parties and circumspection
of its own allies — over provisions about the constitution
of Wagf boards, among other issues — the BJP-led
government has sent the proposed legislation to a joint
parliamentary committee. What happens to it will be
keenly watched.

(www.howindialives.com is a database and search engine for public data)
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Delhi, Gurugram tloo
atter another spell of rain

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A sharp downpour
on Sunday brought Delhi and its
neighbouring cities to their
knees for the umpteenth time
this monsoon, as key roads
flooded, traffic came to a stand-
still, flights were diverted and
two children were killed in 24
hours in incidents linked to the
sudden showers, the quantum of
which also deviated sharply
from the Met department’s pre-
diction after the agency’s latest
inaccurate forecast this season.

Local agencies and traffic
police said neighbourhoods
across Delhi and Gurugram
were flooded, with vehicle
breakdowns and uprooted trees
only adding to the chaos in two
cities which have struggled to
keep their head above the water
during an unpredictable mon-
soon, which has exposed the
region’s fragile civic infrastruc-
ture.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Saturday
issued a “yellow alert” for Delhi
and its surrounding regions,

continuedon-=>1

Aditya, 13,and Tarun, 7.

"l_".""

NEW DELHI: A 13-year-old boy
was electrocuted after he
touched an iron pipe carrying a
live electric wire to a cow shed
and a seven-year-old boy
drowned in a rainwater puddle
after the heavy downpour in 24

hours between Saturday and
Sunday, police said, adding to
the unrelenting list of fatalities
caused by a civic apathy this
monsoon. At least 33 people
have been killed in Delhi since
the onset of monsoon. >P3

128 PROPERTIES
SEALED BY MCD
AFTER COACHING
CENTRE DEATHS

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The city’s civic body
has sealed 128 coaching centres
that violated building and safety
rules in Rajendra Nagar, Laxmi
Nagar, Patel Nagar and Mukher-
jee Nagar, with at least 120 more
units likely to face action in the
aftermath of the death of three
IAS aspirants who drowned in
the flooded basement of a UPSC
coaching institute in Rajendra
Nagar on July 27.

The civic body had conducted
a survey and identified 248
coaching units operating in viola-
tion of the rules across Delhi.

A senior MCD official said that
notices were being issued to the
violators after the survey and
action was initiated in 211 cases.

“Separately, we will undertake
encroachment removal drives to
clear blockages in colony drains.
A proposal for revamping the
drainage system of Rajendra
Nagar area is also under proc-
ess,” he said. P4

READ: ‘Shocking
v state of affairs’,
says HC, slams MCD for open drains

{ KUNWAR NATWAR SINGH } 1929-2024

A seasoned diplomat,

I

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Diplomat-turned-
politician Kunwar Natwar Singh,
who was external affairs minis-
ter from 2004 to 2005, has died
at the age of 95 after being hospi-
talised for the past fortnight.
Singh, who was born in the
princely state of Bharatpur and
joined the Congress after leaving
the Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
in 1984, died in a hospital in
Gurugram late on Saturday. He

an erudite politician

was awarded the Padma
Bhushan, the country’s third

highest civilian award, in 1984.
In his role as external affairs
minister, Singh was involved in
the negotiations that led to the
India-US civil nuclear deal in
July 2005. However, he had to
resign after an independent
inquiry set up by the United
Nations to probe irregularities in
Iraq’s oil-for-food programme
named Singh, the Congress and
several Indian firms as benefici-
continuedon->1

Allegations by Hindenburg are
baseless, say Adani, Sebi chief

| R

MUMBAI: The chairperson of
India’s Securities and Exchange
Board (Sebi), Madhabi Puri Buch,
and her husband Dhaval Buch on

Sunday denied allegations of con-
flict of interest levelled by US
short-seller Hindenburg Research
regarding the regulator’s investi-

gation into the Adani Group.

In a joint statement issued on
Sunday, the couple termed Hin-
denburg’s claims as "character
assassination” and asserted that
“all disclosures and recusals have
been diligently followed, includ-
ing disclosures of all securities
held or subsequently trans-
ferred”.

The Adani Group, in a state-

ment, dismissed Hindenburg’s
allegations as "malicious, mis-
chievous and manipulative selec-
tions of publicly available infor-
mation .

It rejected the claimsas "a recy-
cling of discredited claims that
have been thoroughly investigated,
proven to be baseless, and already
dismissed by the Hon'ble Supreme
Courtin January 2024", PR
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{ CLOSING CEREMONY } PEAKING LANDMARK

Man held for climbing the
Eiffel Tower: area cvacuated

French police evacuated the
area around the Eiffel Tower after
a man was seen climbing the Paris
landmark hours before the
Olympics closing ceremony. The
shirtless man was seen scaling the
330m tower in the afternoon.
Police escorted visitors away from
the area around 3pm. Some
visitors who were briefly locked
on the second floor were allowed
to exit around 30 minutes later.
The Tower is not expected to be
part of the closing ceremony. The
incident occurred as the Olympic
competition wound down and
security services in Paris and
beyond were shifting their focus

India’s flagbearers

to the closing ceremony.
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{ GYMNASTICS } SCORING CORRECTION

Chiles must return bronze
after court decision

American gymnast Jordan Chiles must return
the bronze medal she won in the floor exercise
after sport’s highest court voided an on-floor
appeal by Chiles’ coach that vaulted Chiles to
third, the I0C confirmed. The I0C announced it /
was reaEIncatlng the bronze to Romanian Ana /
Barbosu after the International i '
Gymnastics Federation (FIG) said it would
respect the court’s decision and elevate
Barbosu to third. The decision came less "
than 24 hours after the CAS voided a '
scoring appeal made by USA coach Cecile  «
Landi during the competition that placed R
Chiles on the podium. CAS ruled Saturday 4 . ™ 5@ ©
that Landi’s appeal to have 0.1added to Chiles™ s, = ©
score came outside the 1-minute window A -.
allowed by the FIG. The ad hoc committee ;’,
wrote that Landi's inquiry came Tminute, 4  |ySA
seconds after Chiles’ initial score was posted. !
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India’s bronze
medal winning
men’s hockey
team goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh and
double bronze
medal winning
pistol shooter
Manu Bhaker —
India’s
flagbearers for
the closing
ceremony— get
ready for the
march. SAl
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Sifan Hassan of the Netherlands celebrates after winning the women's marathon on the final
day of the 2024 Paris Olympics, on Sunday. AP

From Tokyo to Paris:
Sitan Hassan does
the incredible again

N Ananthanarayanan
anantha.narayan@htlive.com

ifan Hassan seems so frail that she often seems to flirt with a tumble
while racing. Thin as a reed, she tips the scales at barely 50kg, and the
Dutchwoman has a history of falls. She momentarily raised that prospect
on Saturday in the finishing stages of the Paris Olympics women's mara-
thon.

She had stuck to a bunch of around 10 lead runners, and with the final
kilometre of the tough route through Paris ahead, the gold medal battle had come
down to two athletes of Ethiopian origin. Tigst Assefa, the world record holder
fighting for the Ethiopian flag, was going to make it as difficult as she could fora
rival who sought asylum in The Netherlands as a teenager.

Sifan tried to dart past to the right of Tigst, who quickly blocked the path. As the
Dutch runner tried to move past on the left at the last sharp turn before the finish
line came into her sight, Tigst quickly came across. For a second, it appeared Sifan
would be slammed into the barriers heaving with fans.

But Sifan proved she is all steel, slipping through to go on and win the race in
an Olympic record time of two hours, 22 minutes, 55 seconds. She had beaten Tigst
to the gold by three seconds. It ended a barely believable 10 days of her Olympics
engagement - she had run four races, including two on the track - with the ulti-
mate high.

The Dutchwoman yelled in delight at the finish as the Paris fans, who lined up
on both sides of the route in large number till the last runner finished, applauded.

The marathon gold, following Sifan’s bronze in both the 5,000m and 10,000m,
made her the first woman, and only the second athlete to medal in all three dis-
tance events in a single Olympics. She emulated Czech distance legend Emil Zato-
pek, who won all three distance events in the 1952 Helsinki Games.

Modern athletics scheduling at major meets is such that doubling up in middle-
or long-distance events is next to impossible. It takes a generational talent to
attempt it, but doggedness to actually go ahead and execute successfully. Norway's
Jakob Ingebrigtsen did the 1,500m-5,000m double, shaking off the fourth place in
the shorter event by winning the 5,000m heats 15 hours later and then the final.

Sifan’s effort is on a different plane. In the Tokyo Olympics, she pulled off an
even crazier schedule —eight days, five races, a golden double in the 5,000-10,000
and bronze in the 1,500m. That had made her only the second woman to complete
a distance double in the Olympics - Tirunesh Dibaba was the first, at 2008 Beijing,
while Kenya's Beatrice Chebet achieved the feat in Paris.

“I have no words. Every moment in the race I was regretting that I ran the
5,000m and 10,000m. I was telling myselfif I hadn't done that, I would feel great
today,” Sifan said. “The moment I started to feel good was at 20km. I felt so good.
Then I knew I wanted gold.”

A steep ascent followed by a tricky descent around the 27km mark made it
really tough for the runners. Ethiopia's men's marathon winner, Tamirat Tola,
chose to accelerate up the 500m incline, while the women chose a steady pace.

“T've never pushed myself through to the finish line as I did today,” Sifan, who
still had the legs in the end to bring her track finishing prowess in, said.

So, why does Sifan maintain such a punishing schedule? At Tokyo 2021 she said:
“For me, it is crucial to follow my heart. Doing that is far more important than gold
medals. That keeps me motivated and it keeps me enjoying this beautiful sport.”

Add the falls to the rising. In Tokyo, it came in the 1,500m heats, but she got up
and won. At the 2023 Budapest World Championships, Sifan, coming into the
home stretch in the lead, was distracted after her elbow touched Gudaf Tsegey,
who was on her shoulder, lost balance and went down. She walked across the line
11th. After the Dutch sprinter-hurdler Femke Bol too crashed in the relay, a rueful
Sifan said: “Maybe it's national fall down day.”

Shifan, who won the 2023 London Marathon on her debut at the distance and
then clocked the second-best time ever to win the Chicago Marathon in October
in 2:13.44, was thrilled to bits.

“I was so happy in the London Marathon, but today I'm more happy, [ can't
believe I'm Olympic marathon champion! When I finished, the whole moment was
a release, It is unbelievable. I have never experienced anything like that. Even the
other marathons I have run were not close to this.”

She made a quiet debut at the 2016 Rio Games, but rose to prominence at the
2019 Doha worlds where she won the 1,500m and 10,000m. A trainee at the Albert
Salazar’'s Oregon centre, his suspension due to doping allegations followed. Sifan,
who denied any doping, continues to train in the U.S.

On Saturday, Sifan’s celebrations continued for long. With the Dutch flag
draped around her shoulders, she was still with the Dutch fans when Nepal's
Shantoshi Shrestha came in as the second last finisher, more than 32 minutes after
her. The winner went across to hug and share a word with Shantoshi.

The 1924 Paris Olympics saw ‘Flying Finn’ Paavo Nurmi win an unprecedented
five gold - 1,500m, 5,000m, individual cross-country, team cross-country and
3000m team. A century on, Sifan can lay claim to carrying that legacy - falling, ris-
ing, logging 62-plus kms, and waving the winner’s medal in the end.

{ INDIVIDUAL BRILLIANCE } THE MULTI-MEDALLISTS

The gold class

As curtains come down on the Paris Games,
here's a look at the biggest stars to
emerge from this edition of

the Olympics.

Slmone
Biles wusa)

vanastlcs

Gold: Individual all-around
Gold: Team all-around
Gold: Vault

Silver: Floor
exercise

Biles proved as popular a draw as the Eiffel Tower, standing tall on
her return to the Olympics after the trauma of Tokyo. Watched by

an enraptured full house including her husband, NFL player

Jonathan Owens, Tom Cruise and Lady Gaga, Biles resumed the gold

run she had begun at Rio 2016. She won the coveted all-around
crown on her last tumble on the floor. That was book-ended by

=% titles with the US team and vault.
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Lisa Carrington
(NZ) Canoe Sprint

. Gold: Women's K1 500m
- Gold: Women's K2 500m
- Gold: Women's K4 500m

New Iedand kayaker Lisa Carrington completed her
clean sweep of gnld medals in her events and joined
the likes of Usain Bolt as a winner of eight career
_golds. The 35-year-old Kiwi despite being New
- Zealand's most successful Olympian of all time,
_ said she does not allow her medals to define
her. "It's not necessarily about how many |
. have, it's about how hard it is and the

& work to try be better, to grow, to not
=== focus on the outcomes,” she said.
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anuﬁm was unq;mmmry the star afthe Patis iml, thE

~ toast of France. Every one of Marchand's victories was al::uinpa~ '
nied by deafening noise at La Defense Arena but it was last
week’s double victory that will live longest in the memory. First,
he produced a devastating late surge to beat Hungary's Kristof
Milak to the wall in the 200m butterfly. Then, less than two hours
later, he led from start to finish to triumph in the 200m breaststroke.

Leon Marchand ra)

Swimming

Gold: 200m breaststroke
Gold: 200m butterfly
Gold: 200m IM

Gold: 400m IM

Bronze: 4x100 medley
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Gold: Men's team

Lim Sihyeon

W L s
Gold: Mixed team

Gold: Women's individual
Gold: Women's team

Athletics

Paris. Woojin

won the

S '- individual
Gold: team I'I'IEI‘I'_StitIE ;
Gold: Men's individual Peating USA's

Brady Ellison in /
one of the most y

thrilling men’s finals

ever at the Games. It

was Woojin's fifth gold %
overall, after team golds

in both Rio 2016 and Tokyo =
2020. It also makes him the most
successful Olympic archer of all-time,
surpassing Kim Soo-Nyung, with four.

Kim Woojin & Lim Sihyeon
(South Korea) Archery

Kim Woojin and compatriot Lim Sihyeon
both won three gold medals eachin

Gabby Thomas (usa)

Gabby Thomas topped the medal count in
track and field by winning three gold medals in
Paris. She first bagged the women’s 200m _
gold and then played key roles to help
USA win the 4x100 and 4x400 relays.
After she eared her degree at
Harvard in neurobiology and
global health, Thomas enrolled at /
the University of Texas, where '
' she got a Masters in public
health for studying sleep
patterns of different ethnic  /g':
groups — while also making "
the wise choice to double
down on her track training.
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Gold
Women's
200m

Gold
Women's

4x100

Gold
Women's
4 4x400

Neeraj Chopra lone high point of a
forgettable apalgn by athletes

Avishek Roy

avishek roy@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Neeraj Chopra enter-
ing the pantheon of greats was the
only silver lining in the Indian
track and field performances at
the Paris Olympics. Avinash Sable
was the only other athlete from the
country to make the final, in the
3000m steeplechase where he fin-
ished 11th. The squad of 29 athletes
had landed in Paris with fanfare,
but failed to live up to the hype.

The men’s 4x400m relay team
(Muhammed Anas Yahiya,
Muhammed Ajmal, Amoj Jacob
and Rajesh Ramesh) ran their sea-
son’s best of 3:00.58secs and nar-
rowly missed out on qualification
for the final.

They had produced some stun-
ning results in the build-up,
including a fifth place in the 2023
Worlds in Budapest (2:59:92s). In
the qualification at the Worlds, the
quartet had stitched a new Asian
record (2:59.05s). However, in
Paris, the Japan men’s relay team
whose record was broken by India,
regained their Asian supremacy
by finishing fifth in the final with a
new continental record (2:58.33).
Japan, in fact, improved on their

all-time best twice — they clocked
2:5948 in the heats.

That'show cut throat the com-
petition isat the Olympics. Unless
athletes record their personal
bests, national records or at least a

Jeswin Aldrin during men’s long jump qualification.

season’s best—Neeraj Chopra reg-
istered his best two throws of the
season (89.45m-final, 89.34m-
qualifying) at the Games — it
becomes tough to keep pace with
the rest of the world.

Since Chopra’s historic gold in
Tokyo, the spotlight has been on
the performance of the athletes. At
the 2022 CWG, there were some
eye-catching performances, be it
Sable’s silver or triple jumpers Eld-
hose Paul and Abdulla Abboo-
backer’s1-2 podium finish, or Pri-
yanka Goswami's silver in race
walking. Impressive showing at
the Asian Games where India won
29 medals (6-14-9) further shored
up Indian hopes.

Most of the top track and field
athletes trained abroad, competed
in world events, and thus were

REUTERS

expected to deliver their bestat the
biggest stage. However, besides
Neerajand Sable none could qual-
ify for the final. The rest of the
Indian campaign ended in a
whimper. Athletes who had prom-
ised big in the build up to the
Olym pics were simply not able to
live up to expectations.

“The world standards of quali-
fying are so high that to achieve
that we have to keep peaking, or
even to qualify through rankings.
So, their main focus is always qual-
ifying for the Olympics. Once you
have peaked it is difficult to have
anotherin close proximity,” Olym-
pian shot putter Om Prakash Kar-
hana said. “I think our focus
remains on winning medals
because it gives our athletes incen-
tives, jobs, rewards. So, we focus

more on medals than planning on
how to improve performance,”
says Karhana, who competed in
the 2012 London Olympics.”

Let's start with javelin — the
event that the country is now
known for in athletics thanks to
Chopra. The performance of Kis-
hore Jena, who surprised all with a
throw of 87.54m at the Asian
Games, winning silver behind
Neeraj, has only gone downhill.
This year Jena has struggled to
touch even 80m. In Paris, he fin-
ished 18th (80.73m) and could not
qualify for the final.

India could have had a third
thrower at the Olympics but DP
Manu, who was high in the world
rankings, failed a dope test close to
the Games. Two-time Asian
Games shot put champion Tajin-
derpal Singh Toor continued to
disappoint at major global meets.
Toor was far off his personal best
of 21.77m, which was an Asian
record till Mohammed Tolo of
Saudi Arabia bettered it (21.80m)
in June. In Paris, Toor recorded
just one legal throw of 18.05mand
finished 29th overall.

Reigning Asian Games cham-
pion Annu Rani too failed to
deliver in javelin. Her best throw of
55.30m was way off her PB of
63.82m (to be ratified), or
Hangzhou gold medal throw of
62.92m last year. The 3l-year-old
was training in Germany after the
Asian Games under foreign coach

Werner Daniels.

If India had hopes from the
jumpers, they were dashed after
the injury to long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar,

Jeswin Aldrin has surprisingly
not been able to come anywhere
close to his national record of
8.42m, achieved in March last
year. Aldrin, who trains under
JSW’s Cuban coach Yoandri
Betanzos, had competed in two
world championships and Asian
Games during this cycle. In Paris,
his jump of 7.6Im saw him finish
26th among 33 competitors.

Parul Chaudhary, Asian Games
gold (5,000m) and silver (steeple-
chase) medallist, clocked her sea-
son’s best in both the events, but
she couldn’t qualify. The women'’s
relay team clocked 3:32.51 and fin-
ished eighth in the heats. Hurdler
Jyothi Yarraji could not progress
to the 100m hurdles semi-finals,
clocking 13.16secs in the heats to
come seventh and 13.17secs in the
repechage for a fourth position.

Australian race walker Jemima
Montag, who won gold at the Bir-
mingham CWG ahead of Priyanka
(10km race walk), won two bronze
medals from Paris —in the 20km
race walk (1:26:25) and in the mar-
athon walk relay (with Rhydian
Cowley 2:51:38). Privanka finished
41st (1:39:55) in the individual
event while Privanka and Suraj
Panwar did not finish in the mixed
team event.
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village in Gurugram on Sunday.
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Heavy rain wreaks
havoc in Ggm; key
stretches inundated

Leena Dhankhar
letters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Heavy rainfall on
the intervening night of Satur-
day and Sunday battered Guru-
gram, leading to intense water-
logging on several roads,
including the Delhi-Gurgaon
Expressway, as well as other
highways and subways, grid-
locking entire localities. Resi-
dents also grappled with water
flooding their houses in multi-
ple parts of the city.

According to the district
administration, Gurugram
received 110mm of rainfall,
which is classified as a “heavy”
spell by the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD). Further,
Gurugram recorded two “very
intense” spells of rainfall, clock-
ing 30mm of rain between
9.30am and 10.30am and
another 39mm between
10.30am and 11.30am.

Weather experts shared data
from multiple localities in the
city, most of which recorded
over 100mm of rainfall. Among
those, Sector 51 clocked the
highest rainfall at 124.4mm.

IMD officials attributed the
torrential rain to a low-pressure
zone that formed above Hary-
ana and Delhi due to a ¢yclonic
circulation.

As the streets got water-

logged and stormwater drains
clogged, vehicles were seen
crawling on the roads, leading
to traffic congestion across the
city. Commuters also had a har-
rowing time as vehicles broke
down on flooded streets.

“The rainwater submerged
key intersections and service
lanes, leaving vehicles stranded
and commuters wading
through knee-deep water,” said
Kusum Sharma, a resident of
suncity Township in Sector 54.

Surendra Paul, director, IMD
Chandigarh station, said, "We
also have a monsoon trough, a
low-pressure system, that
brings rainfall in a normal con-
dition. It was earlier active
towards the Himalayan foothills
but shifted southwards and
came to the plains due to which
we are observing good rainfall
activity in the last 24 to 48
hours,” Paul said.

IMD issued a warning of
heavy rainfall in Gurugram,
Faridabad, Palwal, Mewat,
Rewari, Mahendragarh and
Jhajjar for Monday.

Gurugram deputy commis-
sioner Nishant Kumar Yadav
sald emergency teams were
deployed across the city to man-
age the situation. "We have sta-
tioned cranes and police vans at
key stretches to assist with vehi-
cle breakdowns,” he said.

Rain claims more lives
with deaths of 2 minors

Karn Pratap Singh and
Paras Singh

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 13-year-old boy
was electrocuted after he
touched an iron pipe carrying a
live electric wire to a gaushala
and a seven-year-old boy
drowned in a rainwater puddle
after the heavy downpour on
Saturday, police said, adding to
the unrelenting list of fatalities
caused by civic apathy this mon-
S00TI1.

According to police, the
13-year-old boy was electrocuted
while playing cricket with his
siblings and friends in Kotla
Vihar Phase 2 near Ranhola, and
the seven-year-old boy drowned
in a park in Rohini Sector 20,
when playing with his friends.

Police identified the 13-year-
old boy as Aditya Raj and regis-
tered a case of death by negli-
gence against unknown people
at the Ranhola police station.
Investigators are ascertaining if
waterlogging around the iron
pipe, due torains, led to an elec-
trical leakage. Deputy commis-
sioner of police Jimmy Chiram
said they also trying to establish
the ownership of the pole.

An initial probe suggested the
wire between the gaushala and a
concrete structure was old and
was exposed at multiple places.
It allegedly belongs to a private
cricket academy.

An official from the electricity
department claimed that “the
discom network, located around
100 metres from the pole, was
not involved in the incident.”

“Based on ground reports, the
incident occurred within an
enclosed private playground
when the boy came in contact
with a private iron pipe. It
appears that the pole had an
electrical leakage from an inter-
nal wire. The discom network
was not involved in the incident.
As per DERC regulations, dis-
com supply is only till the
metre,” they said.
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Aditya, 13,and Tarun, 7.

DCP Chiram said police
received a call around 1.30pm
from Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU) hospital about the boy.
“The bovy was rushed to the hos-
pital where doctors declared him
dead on admission. A first infor-
mation report (FIR) for death by
negligence was registered under
section 106(1) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),” he added.

On Sunday, the family mem-
bers, relatives and neighbours of
the boy held a protest in the area,
demanding justice and action
against those responsible.

Bechan Mahto, the father of
the victim, said that his three
sons had gone to play cricket
around 12.30pm. "Someone
called and informed my wife that

Aditya suffered an electric
shock. My other two sons tried to
save him using a wooden stick.
They also suffered shock in the
process, Mahto said.

Aditya’s death is the ninth
electrocution in the city since the
onset of monsoon. On July 24, a
26-year-old IAS aspirant was
electrocuted after he tripped
while crossing a flooded lane
and grabbed an iron gate, which
was charged after coming in
contact with a live power line.

On July 25, another man, a
30-year-old labourer, was elec-
trocuted in Karawal Nagar. On
June 28, when over 200mm of
rain lashed Delhi, a 39-year-old
man was electrocuted in Rohini
after brushing past a live wire on
a waterlogged road. On July 13, a
34-year-old woman was electro-
cuted on a waterlogged road in
Bhajanpura. Other electrocution
deaths this monsoon include the
a BSES employee in Dwarka on
June 14 and a constable, who
died after coming in contact with
a high-tension wire on a roof in

AJAY AGGARWAL/HT PHOTO
Najafgarh on June 23,

7-yr-old drowns in puddle
Deputy commissioner of police
(Rohini) Gurigbal Singh Sidhu
said police received a call around
6.30pm on Saturday that a boy
drowned in a park in Rohini Sec-
tor 20. The child was takentoa
nearby hospital where he was
declared dead. He was identified
by his first name as Tarun.

Jaswant Singh Chaudhary, a
relative of Tarun, said, “The chil-
dren were playing in the park
when Tarun drowned. The park
belongs to DDA. The police
informed the family about his
death around 8pm.” Chaudhary
said the boy is survived by his
parents and two siblings.

"The body has been preserved
in a government hospital mortu-
ary for autopsy. Necessary legal
action has been taken,” Sidhu
said.

The incident came to light less
than 24 hours after two boys,
both aged 17, drowned in a pud-
dle in Prem Nagar.
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Persistent civic apathy
leads to repeated deaths

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Every monsoon, the
city is thrown out of gear with
recurrent flooding that upsets
normal lives, where residents
lose their loved ones to unprece-
dented episodes of electrocution
and drowning. Separately, unfit
buildings crippled by ill con-
structions, especially in unau-
thorised colonies, collapse on
victims, who get buried under
debris and suffocate to death.

Delhi’s multiple administra-
tions (the LG, the elected gov-
ernment, NDMC, MCD) had
adequate warning. A record
153mm rainfall on July 9 last
year led to massive flooding and
the Yamuna breached its bunds.
Authorities promised that infra-
structure would be augmented
but little has been done.

This year, the number of lives
claimed by rain is at least 33.
Between June 28 and July 28,
the first month of monsoon, at
least 18 deaths were reported.

Meenakshi Dhote, professor
of environmental planning at
the School of Planning and

Architecture, earlier said that
waterlogging occurs primarily
due to Delhi ignoring its natural
slopes. “This has been com-
pounded by piecemeal modifi-
cations of drainage, leading to
new high areas and low areas,
where water eventually col-
lects,” she said.

The city has reported numer-
ous such structural collapses
since the onset of monsoon,
most of which were not cap-
tured in the pre-monsoon “dan-
gerous building survey”. How-
ever, it is also not the case that
high-end infrastructure is fool-
proof. One of the first monsoon-
related deaths this season
occurred at the Delhi airport,
where a 45-year-old cab driver
died in a roof collapse.

Atul Goyal, president of
URJA, an umbrella body of
RWAs in Delhi, said that the
deaths point to a failure of gov-
ernance. "The city has been
caught unprepared. Tall claims
of agencies have been proved
false. On the one hand, we are
talking about the upgrade of
drainage, but we are unable to
even clear our drains,” he said.
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NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
identified 248 coaching centres
operating in violation of differ-
ent building rules and sealed
128 unitsso far, as partof a sur-
vey on coaching institutions,
officials aware of the matter
said on Sunday.

According to the action taken
report of the civic body, over
56% of violators did not even
have sanctioned building plans.
The most number of sealed
units are located in Civil Lines
(32), West zone (26) and Karol
Bagh zones (22), whereas the
most number of violators have
been identified in the south
zone — 92 units, of which 15
have been sealed, it added.

The survey is being carried
out by MCD in the wake of the
tragic deaths of three civil ser-
vice aspirants, who drowned
after the basement of Rau’s [AS
Study Circle got flooded after
heavy showers on July 27. The
basement was illegally being
used as a library cum study
room, prompting the civic body
to launch a sealing drive against
such units.
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CBl officials at Rau's IAS Study Circle on August 8. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

A senior MCD ofticial said
that while basements can be
used for parking, household
storage and services, the space
cannot be used for public gath-
ering activities like libraries,
reading rooms, and coaching
centers without permission.

“We are checking building
bylaws-related violations in the
survey and the sealing drive will
continue. In 139 cases, the
coaching institutes did not have
a sanctioned building plan. All

248 units have basement and
building violations — 154 coach-
ing centres, 81 libraries and 12
schools,” the official said, asking
not to be named.

Even though the trade is not
regulated, industry insiders put
the number of coaching centres
in the city anywhere between
4,000-5,000 units. Additionally,
there are several smaller tuition
centres and libraries cum read-
1Ng rooms.

Over the last two weeks, seal-

MCD seals 128 coaching units
operating in violation of norms

ing drives have been carried out
in popular coaching hubs like
Old Rajendra Nagar, Patel
Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, and Muk-
herjee Nagar, among other
areas. Delhi is divided into 12
administrative zones where
building portions and base-
ments were sealed in 128 coach-
ing centres — 32 in Civil Lines,
22 in Karol Bagh, one in Keshav-
puram, 17 institutes in the cen-
tral zone, 15 in the south zone,
seven in Najafgarh, 26 in the
west zone and eight in Shahdara
south. There has been no seal-
ing in the remaining four zones.

The MCD official quoted
above said notices were being
issued to the violators after the
survey and action was initiated
in 211 cases. “A proposal for
revamping the drainage system
of Old Rajendra Nagar is also
under process,” he added.

AK Jain, former commis-
sioner (planning) of DDA, said,
“Coaching centres were first
permitted in February 2007, but
with very specific safety condi-
tions like minimum width of
road and approved building
plans, among others. MCD has
failed to enforce these condi-
tions, leading to building of so
many of these centres.”

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Sunday shifted to
its new office in the city at bun-
galow number 1, Ravi Shankar
Shukla Lane, party functionaries
aware of the development said.

Till Saturday, the AAP oper-
ated out of No. 206, Deen Dayal
Upadhyava (DDU) Marg on
Rouse Avenue Road near ITO.
However, this lot belongs to the
Delhi judiciary, which sought to
use this space to expand district
services.

“We have vacated the old
office in DDU Marg and shifted
to the new location. All party
activities, important meetings
and press conferences will now
be held at the new party office,”
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said one of the functionaries, on
condition of anonymity.

The new office, located at a
walking distance from the
Mandi House roundabout, was
buzzing with activity on Sunday,
as AAP signboards went up, and

VIPIN KUMAR/HT

final touches were being given to
the building.

The central government allot-
ted the Ravi Shankar Shukla
Lane bungalow to the AAP on
July 25 following a Delhi high
court order, dated June 5, which

AAP moves into new headquarters

said that the party was entitled
to space for its office in the
national capital. The court’s
direction came following a plea
made by the AAP.

On June 10, the Supreme
Court asked the AAP tovacate its
Rouse Avenue office in the Capi-
tal by August 10, clarifying that
the earlier deadline of June 15
was being extended as the “last
opportunity” for the political
outfit to comply with its direct-
ive.

The court was hearing an
application filed by the AAP
seeking modification of the
March 4 order requiring it to
vacate the premises by June 15 as
the land had already been allo-
cated to the Delhi high courtin
2020 for expansion of the district
judiciary.

. SHANTI SEWA NYAYA

TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS AROCUND FORT
The following roads will be closed for general traffic from 4:00 AM to 10:00 AM on 13.08.2024 and only labeled v

Netaji Subhash Marg from Delhi Gate to Chatta Rail,

Lothian Road from GPO Delhi to Chatta Rail,

S.P.Mukherjee Marg from H.C.Sen Marg to Yamuna Bazar Chowk.
Chandni Chowk Road from Fountain Chowk 1o Red Fort.

Nishad Raj Marg from Ring Road to Netaji Subhash Marg.

Esplanade Road and its Link Road to Nefaji Subhash Marg.
Ring Road from Rajghat to ISBT.

Quter ring Road from ISBT to IP Flynvar .., Salimgarh Eypass
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Tilak Marg, Mathura Road, BSZ Marg, Netaji Subhash Ma
from Nizamuddin Khatta & ISBT Kashmiri Gate via Salimgarn bypass.

NORTH-SOUTH ACCESS

: Panchkuian Road - Rani Jhansi Road and reach their destinations in North Delhi and vice-versa.

S.P. Mukherjee Marg up to ODRS and reach their destination in North Delhi and vice versa.

and vice versa.

TRAFFIC

Full-Dress Rehearsal on 13" August 2024
P

LAN YOUR ROUTE, FOLLOW

TBAFFIB ADVISORY

ehicles will be permitted: - Please Scan

For more details

Those vehicles which do not have parkmﬁ Iahalstfcrﬂhe'réh'e;énréél mﬂay"avm::‘l ﬂn'll-laxagﬂn India Eata Eﬂpermﬂs Marg Mandi Huusa Sikandra Road, W Paint, Apo
.J.L. Nehru Marg, Ring Road between Nizammuddin Khatta and ISET Kashmiri Gate & Outer Ring

nafive-1: Aurobindo Marg - Safdarjang Road - Kamal Ataturk Marg- Kautilya Marg- S. PM Marg- 11 Murti- Mother Teresa Crescent- Park Street- Mandir Marg -
 Alternative- 2; Reach Gnnnaught Place — Minto Road — Bhavbhuti Marg — Ajmeri Gate ~Shradhanand Marg ~ Lahori Gate Chowk - Naya Bazar - Peeli Kothi -
W Reach Nizamuddin Bridge to cross Yamuna — Pushta Road - G.T. Road and cross Yuddhisthar Setu to ISBT and reach their destination in North Delhi

ADVISORY

FULL DRESS REHEARSAL

INGEPENDENCE

DAY CELEERATIONS

13 - 08 - 2024 (TUESDAY)
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BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL | vownisat s From @ 2o Siore 9 P Google

lay

1. EH-EE [NEI-E] Nizamuddin ﬂhatta Earapula Road- under AIIMS Fiyﬂver-
ing Roa

2. DND-Barapulla Road further as per 1 above OR viaAshram on Ring Road &
proceed accordingly.

3. NH-24 (NH-9)- Nizamuddin Khatta- Ring Road- Bhairon Road- Mathura

Road- Subrahmanyam Bharti Marg- Rajesh Pilot Marg- Prithviraj Road-

Safdarjung Road- Kamal Ataturk Marg- Panchsheel Marg- SP Marg/Ridge

Road accordingly and vice versa.

Vikas Marg- IP Marg- DDU Mar % Minto Road then either via Connaught

Place or Ajmeri Gate- DBG Road & proceed further.

Pusta Road (Shastri Park)- GT Road- Yudhister Sefu- ISBT Kashmiri Gate

and proceed accordingly via Ring Road or Rani Jhansi Road,

DND - NH24 (NH9) — Yudhister Setu- Signature Bridge- Wazirabad

Bridge will remain open to reach Ring Road.

Old iron Bridge and Geeta Colony Bridge towards Shanti Vian will be closed,

People are advised to reach early to avoid last minute rush &

inconvenience.

All RWAs are hereby requested to collect/purchase their essential

commadities before 22:00 Hrs on 12.08. 2[124 for citizens of Delhi.

A e o

Adequate informative signage’s will be dmpla}red for the guidance of vehicular
traﬁ'cdeshnadfurﬂ'leﬁﬁd Fnrlalalhm 2 nttraﬁ'c_unctmns =—

1. Goods vehicles will nut tre penmtled bemraen Nizamuddin Khatta and
Wazirabad bridge from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 o 11:00 AM on
13.08.2024.

2. Interstate buses will not be allowed between Maharana Pratap ISBT and
Sarai Kale Khan ISBT from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 to 11.00 AM on
13.08.2024.

RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT OF CITY BL
RESTRICTED ROADS:

Local city buses including DTC will not move on Ring Road from 12:00 Midnight

of 12.08.2024 to 10:00 AM on 13.08.2024 between ISBT Kashmiri Gate and

Ring Road - NH-24{NH-3)/NH ‘T’ point (Nizamuddin Khatta) and take available

alternative route.

The following road shall also be closed for movement for Inter City/DTC buses

from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 to 10:00 AMon 13.08.2024,

(A}  Lothian Road from Chhatta Rail Chowk to Kashmiri Gale (Bouleword
Road).

(B}  Metaji Subhash Marg from Chhatta Rail Chowk to Delhi Gate.

(C) Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Marg.

(D) Ring Road between Nizamuddin Khatta (NH-24) and Northern loop of
ISBT Kashmir Gate.

(E} 'C'Heaxagon, Shershah Road, Dr Jakir Hussain Road, Pandara Road,
Shanjahan Road, Akbar Road, Rajpath, Ashoka Road, KG Marg,
Copernicus Marg, Tilak Marg, Purana Quila Road, Sikandara Road,
Bhagwan Dass Road and BSZ Marg

(F)  AshokaRoad from R/AWindsor Place to "C” Hexagon.

(G) KG.MargfromFerozeshah Roadto "C" Hexagon.

(H)  Vikas Marg, beyond loop towards Delhi Secretariat.

()  Mathura Road from Ashram Chowk to W Paint,

Buses ordinarily terminating at Red Fort, Jama Masjid and Delhi Main Railway

Station will be curtailed/diverted as below:-

1) Oppasite Ramlila Ground on J.L.N. Marg for buses approaching from South
and West Delhi,

2) At Mori Gate and Tis Hazari for buses coming from North, North West via
Barafkhana and East Delhi via ISBT Bridge.

3) At Boulevard Road opp. Maharaja Agrasen Park for buses coming from
North Delhi side from Ring Road.

Hnrmal bus service 'iﬂll be resturad aﬁar 1I} 00 AM.

1] OLD DELHI RAILWAY STATION:-

a) From West and South Delhi:- Mother Teresa Crescent - Park Street - Mandir
Marg Panchkuian Road -Rani Jhansi Flyover - Azad Market - Boulevard Road -
Mori Gate - Pul Dufferin - S.P.Mukherjee Marg to reach the Railway Station or
Dhaula Kuan- Ridge Road (Vande Matram Marg ) - Faiz Road- Rani Jhansi Road
& thereafter as above & vice versa,

b) From North:- Mori Gate - Pul Dufferin - 5.P. Mukherjee Marg to reach the
Railway Station.

¢) From East/Noerth East:- Pusta Road - Yudhister Setu - Mori Gate - Pul
Dufferin- SP Mukherjee Marg then proceed further accordingly.

2) NEW DELHIRLY. STATION:

a) From East:- Vikas Marg, DDUMarg , Bhabhuti Marg , ND Railway Station.

b) From North East:- Yudhister Setu, Rani Jhansi Road, R/ARani Jhansi, DBG

Road and reach ND Railway Station accordingly OR via Mori gate, Pul Duffrin,
SP Mukherjee Marg, Qutub Road and reach.

o mm

¢) From North:- Rani Jhansi Road, R/A Rani Jhansi, DBG Road and reach ND
Railway Station accordingly OR. via Mori Gate, Pul Duffrin, SP Mukherjee Marg,
Qutub Road and reach.

d) From West:- Pusa Road, R/A Hanuman Murti, Panchkuia Road, Connaught
Place, Chelmsford Road and Nd Railway Station OR via DBG Road toreach ND
Railway Station.

) From South:- To reach Connaught Place, Chelmsford Road and ND railway
Station OR via DBG Road to reach ND Railway Station.

3)ISBT KASHMERE GATE

a) From New Delhi and South Delhi: - Mother Teresa Crescent- Park Street -
Mandir Marg - Panchkuian Road - Rani Jhansi Road and Rani Jhansi Flyover -
Boulevard Road,

b) From West Delhi: - Pusa Road, R/A Hanuman Mandir, Faiz Road, Rani
Jhansi Road and thereafter as above.

c) From North Delhi: - There is no resiriction.

d) From North-East Delhi: - Yudhister Setu, Boulebard Road, Mori Gate, Pull
Dufferin, SP Mukherjee Marg, Old Dethi Railway Station.

4) J.P.N. HOSPITAL: - There is no restriction.

5) KASTURBAHOSPITAL: - Ajmeri Gate - Ajmeri Bazar - Chowk Hauz Quazi -
Chawri Bazar ~Chowk- Barshabullah- Urdu IBaiar.

I

=

(A) FROM TRANS YAMUNA AREA
(I) G.T. ROAD/NSBET KASHMERE GATE BRIDGE. -

Buses bound for Kauria Pul / Red Fort/ Old Delhi Railway Station shall operate
via ISBT Bridge (Yudhistir Setu) and ferminate at Boulevard Road - Near Mori
Gate U Turn,

Return route via Boulevard Road after taking 'U' tumn from Mori Gate ‘U’- turn for
ISBT Bridge (Yudhistir Setu).

Buses bound for New Delhi/Connaught Place/Central Secretariat shall operate
via new |SBT Bridge - Boulevard Road Rani Jhansi Flyover- Rani Jhansi Road -
Mandir Marg - Peshwa Road - Gole Market & Shivaji Stadium Terminal / Central
Secretariat Terminal.

Buses bound for South Delhi shall follow the route above upto Mandir Marg and
proceed further via Shankar Road - Upper Ridge Road, Simon Bolivar Marg-
Dhautakuan,

(ii) VIKAS MARG

1. Buses bound for North Delhi shall proceed via Marginal Bandh Road
(Pusta), G.T Road, Shastri Park, ISBT Bridge, Boulevard Road and proceed
further.

2. Buses bound for South Delhi shall proceed via Mother Diary Road, NH - 24,
towards Nizamuddin Bridge - Ring Road towards Ashram Chowk.

3. Buses bound for New Delhi shall deboard the passengers on Vikas Marg,
New Secretariat. Bus stand and will take U turn from under IP Flyover for
return journey towards \ikas Marg.

BUSES COMING FROM BARAF - KHANA

All Buses otherwise terminating at Old Delhi Railway Station/ KauriaPul/Red

Fort/Jama Masjid shall be curtailed as mentioned below:

1. Buses coming from Roshanara Road for Old Delhi Railway Station shall
terminate opposite State Bank of India inside Tis Hazari Courts.

Retum journey will be via Boulevard Road towards Barafkhana.

2. Buses coming from Old Rohtak Road for old Delhi Railway Station, Red Fort
shall terminate at Mori Gate.

Retumn joumney will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

3. Buses coming from New Rohtak Road for Old Delhi Railway Station, Red
Fort shall terminate on Gokhale Marg between Tikona Park and In Gate Tis
Hazari Court,

Retum journey will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

4. Busescoming from Malka Ganj for Old Delhi Railway Station, Red Fori shall
terminate on Gokhale Marg adjoining boundary wall of Tikona Park.
Return journey will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

5. All private and mini buses shall be terminated at MCD car parking
(MORI GATE). Gokhale road shall be one- way from R/A Mori Gate towards

P.S. Metro Station Kashmiri Gate & R/A Mori Gate to Gokhale Market
5 'F'mnl

1. Al Eusesnthenwse tenmnaimg atDI-d Delh| Fimlway Stahnn Hed Fort, Bhai
Mati Dass Chowk, Mori Gate, ISBT, Pragati Maidan and Ambedkar Stadium
Terminal shall terminate D-pp. Turkman Gate Asaf Ali Road.

Return journey by taking 'U’-Tumm on J.L N Marg and proceed further.
FROM MALL ROADSIDE

1. All buses otherwise terminating at Old Delhi Railway Station, Red Fort,
Jama Masjid, Kauriya Pul shall terminate on Boullevard Road upto Mori
Gate,

Retum journey will be via Boullevard Road, Ring Road and Chandgi Ram
Akhara, IP College light point.

Buses bound for Red Fort, Old Delhi Railway Station, Bhai Mati Dass Chowk
(Fountain) from South Delhi will be diverted via Ring Road - NH -24, Marginal
Bandh (Pushta) Road, new ISBT Bridge and shall terminate on Boulevard
Road.

Retumn journey by taking 'U' Tum and proceed further via ISBT Bridge.
1. Buses bound for Connaught Place from South Delhi shall be diverted

lowards Ring Road and further take Upper Ridge Road upto R/A Karol Bagh
and reach Connaught Place via Jhandewalan Panchkuian Road Shivaii
Stadium terminal.

2, Buses bound for ISBT Maharana Pratap Terminal shall proceed Ring Road

and further take Upper Ridge Road upto R/A Karol Bagh Faiz Road
Filmistan Azad Mkt. Chowk, Boulevard Road and reach Mon Gate/ISBT.

3. Buses bound for East Delhi from South Delhi shall proceed via Ring Road-
Hazrat Nizamuddin Bridge- (NH- 24) - New Patpar Ganj Road.

4. Buses bound for East Delhi from South Delhi coming at Lala Lajpat Rai
Marg will be diverted on Mathura Road towards the Ashram Chowk - Ring
Road from Lodhi Fly over R/ANeela Gumbad.

9. Buses bound for Red Fori, Jama Masjid, Kauriya Pul from Firozshah Road
and going towards Mandi House shall take Barakhamba Road from Mandi
House, Ranjit Singh Flyover and terminate Opp. Turkman Gate Asaf Ali
Road.

Return journey via J.LN.Marg, Ranjeet Singh Flyover by taking 'U’ Turn and
proceed further.

6. Mudrika Services (Buses) shall take route via new ISBT Bridge, Shastr
Park, Pusta Kailash Gandhi Nagar - Vikas Marg - Mother Dairy Road- NH -

24 - leam uddln Endge -turn Ieﬂ Ring Raad for Sarai Kale Khan.

_——
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INCOMING

1. All buses coming from Ghaziabad towards Delhi shall move via Bhopura
Chungi Road from Mohan Nagar for Wazirabad Road and then towards
Chandgi RamAkhara - U turn ISBT and enter ISBT.

2. Al Buses coming from Dhaula Kuan shall be diverted on Ring Road for
taking Punjabi Bagh - Azad Pur - Akhara Chandgi Ram - U tum ISBT and
enter ISBT.

3. All buses cperating between ISBT and Faridabad (Badarpur) shall either
terminate at Sarai Kale Khan or be diverted on Ring Road via Dhaula Kuan
Féunjabi Bagh - Azad Pur - Akhara Chandgi Ram - U turn ISBT and enter
ISBT.

OUTGOING

1. No bus shall be allowed to take 'U’ turn at northern loop of Ring Road near
Budh Vihar (Monastery) and would be diverted towards Wazirabad to go
Trans Yamuna or take 'U' tum from Chandgi Ram Akhara and take loop of
ISBT Flyover to go towards Shastri Park and Buses bound for Dhaula Kuan
shall take Boulevard Road, Rani Jhansi Road, Link Road and upper Ridge
Road (Vande Matram Marg).

2, Buses bound for Loni Border shall proceed via Wazirabad Bridge and those
bound for Ghaziabad shall proceed via ISBT Bridge.

DTCRECOVERY VANS

DTC recovery vans shall be stationed (from 05:00 AM on 13.08.2024 onward till
diversions are cleared) as under; -

1. Central Control Room - Gokhale Marg

2. Ghata Masjid

3. Yamuna Bazar

4. Delni Gale

5. Chatta Rail Chowk

Note: - BUSES ORIGINATING FROM EAST, NORTH, CENTRAL, WEST,
SOUTH AND INTENDING TO USE BSZ MARG-TILAK MARG- SUBASH
MARG-RING ROAD [BETWEEN AKHARA CHANDGI RAM AND HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIN BRIDGE BE DIRECTED TO AVOID THESE STRETCHES &
TAKE ALTERNATIVE ROUTES AS SUGGESTED ABOVE.

+ General public is advised not to bring cameras, binoculars, Remote
Control car keys, umbrella, handbags, briefcases, transistors,
cigarette lighters, tiffin boxes, water bottles, lunch boxes, etc.

+ Don'ttouch any suspicious object. Inmediately report about the presence of
any unidentified/suspected object, suspicious movement of individuals &
vehicles or anything out of the ordinary, to the nearest policeman,

» Flying of sub conventional aerial platforms like Par- gliders, para-motors,
hang gliders, UAVs, micro light aircrafts, remotely piloted aircrafts, hot air
balloons, small size powered aircrafts, quadcopters or para jumping from
aircraft etc. are prohibited over the jurisdiction of National Capital Territory of
Delhiupto 15.08.2024.

Sl'l‘l' UPDATED THROUGH:

Delhi Traffic Police Website: htips:/traffic.delhipolice.gov.in

Helpline Numbers: 1095/011-25844444

o https: www.tacebook.com/diptratfic @mmummﬁmmmmmﬂ
[ https:/wwwiinstagram.comidtptratfic

DP/9695/2024
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Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) is set
to partially shutone carriageway
of Ashoka Road for one month
starting Monday to carry out
repair work on damaged sewer
lines that run underneath it.

The traffic restrictions are
likely to cause widespread snarls
on what is one of the most cru-
cial arterial roads of this part of
the Capital.

According to NDMC officials,
a nearly 1-km stretch of Ashoka
Road between the Jaswant Singh
Marg roundabout to Windsor
Place roundabout will be closed
for traffic from August 12 to Sep-
tember 10. “Commuters going
from C Hexagon of India Gate
towards Windsor Place are
advised to use Kasturba Gandhi
Marg and reach Windsor Place
via the Firoz Shah Road traffic
signal,” an official said.

The development comes after
the damage to the sewer lines led
to two cave-ins on Ashoka Road
—on July 7 and on July 10 —
people aware of the matter said.
Almost half the carriageway of
the stretch near 14, Ashoka Road
is barricaded due to the first
cave-in, while the second

cave-in, which has been sec-
tioned off near Windsor Place
roundabout, already leads to
traffic snarls during peak hours.

A traffic police official said
that adequate number of traffic
personnel will be deployed at
diversion points to ensure
smooth flow of traffic, especially
during peak office hours.

The NDMC official quoted
above said several of the
agency’s sewer lines were laid
down before Independence, and
need to be replaced.

“The old sewer line settled
and started leaking which led to
soil erosion and a portion of road
getting damaged. The damaged
section of the pipeline will have
to be replaced for permanent
relief,” the official said, request-
ing anonymity. “We are taking
up the upgradation work in pha-
ses, The old brick barrel lines are
also to be rehabilitated starting
from Q point to Sunehri Pulla
drain via Bharti Nagar and Arch-
bishop Makarios Marg. The
repair at Ashoka Road may take
many days,” the official added.

A second NDMC official said
that Lutyens’ Delhi has many
sections where sewer lines are
80-90 years old. “Sewer lines in
areas such as Mathura Road,
Lodhi Road, and others have

already been rehabilitated, and a
project is underway for areas
such as CP, KG Marg, Satya
Marg, Kautilya Marg, Shanti
Path and C Hexagon. Some of
these lines are brick-barrelled
and others have been made
using concrete through technol-
ogy which has become obsolete,”
the official said.

He said that over the decades,
corrosive gases from the sewers
have peeled off the outer layers
and bricks are getting stacked at
nodes. “This leads to collapse or
settlement every year during the
monsoon season, he added.

Gopal Krishan, who heads the
New Delhi RWA federation,
blamed the lack of timely repair
for the cave-in issue which has
been dragging on for at least two
weeks now. “Instead of treating
these isolated sites, we need a
comprehensive plan for increas-
ing the capacity of the basic
infrastructure as the population
has gone up too,” he added.

Rajesh Kushwaha, 42, who
works near Patel chowk, said
during the evening peak hours,
the New Delhi roundabout faces
a chock-a-block situation. “This
will increase load on other
routes. We hope enough person-
nel are deployed during peak
hours,” he added.
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NEW DELHI: Delhi is seeking to
expedite work on its drainage
management plan (DMP), offi-
cials aware of the matter said,
citing a recent meeting in which
the integrated drain manage-
ment cell (IDMC) asked the Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD) to
prepare detailed project reports
(DPRs) for the project by Sep-
tember 15 and commence work
early next year.

Agencies were also asked to
assess the quantity of silt in
Delhi's 22 major drains between
October 15 and November 15,
officials said. These decisions
were taken in the latest IDMC
meeting, on July 15, they said.

A government official, who
took part in the meeting, said
IDMC will be taking administra-
tive decisions on the three basin
DPRs before December 31, with
work to commence early next
year, “The updated deadlines tor
commencing work on the Najaf-
garh basin is January 31, 2025,
and it is February 28, 2025 for
the remaining two basins,” the
official, who did not wish to be
named, said.

Officials said consultants have
been selected for all three basins,
the initial report finalised for
Najafgarh basin and a ground
survey is underway there.

DELHI'S CURRENT
DRAINAGE PLAN
WAS MADE IN 1976.
I'T CAN HANDLL
ONLY AROUND
20MM OF RAIN IN A
24-HOUR PERIOD

IDMC was established in
Delhi on March 17, 2020, by the
National Green Tribunal to man-
age and improve the citys
drains, especially due to multiple
agencies managing different
drains. DMP will streamline flow
through the three major basins,
namely the Najafgarh, Barapul-
lah and trans-Yamuna ones.
Twenty-two major drains f{low
into the Yamuna through the
three basins, for which separate
drainage plans are in the works.

Large parts of Delhi have been
waterlogged this monsoon, even
during moderate rainfall, lead-
ing to at least 33 rain and water-
logging-related deaths, as of
August 11. The deaths once again
highlighted civic apathy and
negligence, and raised questions
about Delhi’s 48-year-old drain-
age system.

Delhi’s current drainage plan
was prepared in 1976 and is
capable of handling only around
50mm of rainfall in a 24-hour
period. Any more and the city's

Work on ageing drains
may start in early 2025

drains begin to overflow, sub-
merging entire localities and
throwing life out of gear.

On April 29, the Delhi govern-
ment directed the irrigation and
flood control (I&FC) department
to manage all drains. However,
the handover is likely to be com-
pleted only by the year-end, the
official cited above said.

Of the 22, 14 drains are under
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), four under I&FC,
two under PWD and two others,
Khyber Pass and Sonia Vihar,
have a jurisdiction overlap
between MCD and I&FC.

In the meeting, IDMC was also
told all drains, barring the Najai-
garh one, would be de-silted by
the end of the year. De-silting of
Najafgarh drain will be done by
June 2025. “For assessment of
quantity of silt in each drain,
work will commence after mon-
soon, around October 15. The
exercise should take a month
and will be finished by Novem-
ber15,” the official said.

Diwan Singh, an environmen-
tal activist said Delhi has been
talking about new drainage
plans for over a decade, but with
little to no execution. "Until
these timelines are met and
work begins, we are likely to see
similar situation next monsoon
too,” Singh said. Officials of PWD
did not respond to requests for
comment.

{ GHAZIABAD } HINDU RAKSHA DAL

Cops may invoke NSA
against right-wing unit

Peeyush Khandelwal

peeyush.khandelwal@ htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Police is contemplating action
under the National Security Act
(NSA) against Pinky Chaudhary,
the chief of right-wing outfit
Hindu Raksha Dal, after he and
his supporters allegedly
assaulted families of Muslim
workers and damaged their
shanties near Guldhar railway
station on Friday. The outfit had
alleged that the victims were
Bangladeshi nationals.

Police arrested Chaudhary
and his accomplice Badal Singh
on Saturday night, and they were
produced before a magistrate on
Sunday. Abhishek Srivastava,
assistant commissioner of police
(ACP), Kavi Nagar circle, said the
accused have been remanded in
judicial custody and sent to jail.

Chaudhary, along with 15-20
of his supporters, allegedly
attacked several shanties of
Muslim workers on Friday even-
ing, and beat them up before set-
ting their belongings afire.
Chaudhary alleged that those
attacked were from Bangladesh,
where members of the Hindu
community were allegedly being
targeted following the ouster of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
amid a student-led uprising.

PINKY CHAUDHARY
AND HIS OUTFIT
ASSAULTED POOR
MUSLIM FAMILIES
AND DAMAGED
THEIR SHANTILES,
SAYING THEY WERE
B'DESH NATIONALS

Chaudhary himself circulated
the purported videos of the inci-
dent shot by his supporters,
police added. The police regis-
tered a suo motu FIR against
Chaudhary and 15-20 unidenti-
fied supporters on Saturday, and
denied Chaudhary’s claims that
those targeted were Bangladesh
nationals, adding that they are
natives of Shahjahanpur district.

“The act done cannot be justi-
fied at all and this calls for action
under the NSA. We may initiate
action under NSA...,” said Dinesh
Kumar P, additional police com-
missioner. ACP Srivastava said
Chaudhary has 14 cases filed
against him, including rioting,
promoting enmity and extortion.

Meanwhile, several posters
were pasted near the police sta-
tion and the district court, show-
ing Chaudhary's picture, claim-
ing that he is going to contest the
bypolls from the Ghaziabad seat.

MOTI BAGH SLUM
DWELLERS FORCED
TO EVICT, POLICE
SWING INTO ACTION

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A video clip, pur-
portedly showing a group of
men wearing saffron clothes and
towels and threatening people
living in shanties near a temple
in Moti Bagh went viral on social
media websites on Saturday,
causing concerns about right-
wing outfits targeting members
of minority groups who allegedly
fled Bangladesh for India.

HT could not independently
verity the video.

However, Delhi Police refuted
the allegations, "There was no
communal or Bangladeshi angle
to the matter. The people living
in the 18-19 jhuggis were CPWD
workers and they were from all
communities. It's incorrect to
say that they were Bangladeshis
or that the residents were only
Muslims,” deputy commissioner
of police (southwest) Rohit
Meena said.

“There is a dispute among the
temple, RWA and CPWD for
land that is adjacent to the reli-
gious structure. Displaced and
affected people have been shifted
to an alternative location near
Baratghar, Beeum Zaidi, which
is around 800 metres away, by
an assistant engineer of the
CPWD. Necessary legal action is
being taken in the matter,”
Meena said.

Water overproduction hits quality: Report

Paras Singh
paras @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Water treatment
plants (WTPs) in the city supply
around 40 to 47 million gallons a
day (mgd) of potable water
above their installed capacity,
which, inadvertently, may be
affecting the quality of potable
water supplied to residents,
according to an official govern-
ment report.

With Delhi needing around
1,290mgd of water per day and
the installed capacity of Delhi Jal
Board’s (DJB) water plants at
950mgd, even old WTPs are
being pushed bevond their
capacity to meet the city's water
demands, given that projects to
set up two new facilities at
Dwarka and Chandrawal are
behind schedule.

A part of a government report
submitted on July 29 by chief
secretary Naresh Kumar the
Delhi government underlines
the urgent need to increase the
capacity of water treatment
plants. The report says that the
installed capacity of the opera-
tional nine water treatment
plants is 950mgd, but about
990mgd water is treated by these
WTPs. This amounts to about
40mgd, or about 151 million
litres of water per day, over and
above the capacity.

“Operating WTPs above their
capacity has direct bearing on
the health of the plant as well as

Delhi’'s water struggles

Even as Delhi struggles to meet demand in monsoon, new WTPs at Chandrawal and Dwarka are delayed
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quality of potable water being
treated from such WTPs,” the
report said.

This month, DJB has main-
tained a daily water supply
above 1,000mgd, according to
the agency’s daily reports. Over
the past two-three months, the
water supply has been impacted
due to various reasons, such as a
shortage of raw water, a breach
in the Munak canal, high levels
of industrial pollutants and
ammonia, and power outages.

DJB operates nine WTPs at
Chandrawal, Wazirabad, Haider-
pur, Okhla, Nangloi, Bawana
Dwarka, Sonia Vihar and Bhaigi-
rathi.

Delhi’s oldest water treatment
plant is at Chandrawal, which
was set up in 1935, and the latest
addition is the 50mgd plant at
Dwarka, set up in 2015.

A DJB official said that setting

up a new treatment plant at
Chandrawal and a second
50mgd plant at Dwarka are
delayed and are likely to be com-
pleted by March 2025 and
December 2024, respectively.

The official, requesting ano-
nymity, said several tweaks have
been made to existing plants to
increase their water output,
including a change offilters and
recycling of water, among other
measures, as Delhi faces a
demand-supply gap of more
than 290med.

"WTPs capacity was increased
by about 40% (from 650mgd to
906mgd) during the period 2006
to 2015, however, there is only
about 5% increase (from
906mgd to 950mgd) in the
capacity of WTPs during the
period 2015 to 2024,” the report
said.

Given that the units at Delhi’s

oldest water treatment plant at
Chandrawal — a second unit was
set up here in 1955 — supplies
water to parts of Old Delhi, Sadar
Bazar, Paharganj, parts of Karol
Bagh, Malkaganj, Rajinder
Nagar, Patel Nagar, Naraina and
Palam Vihar, residents have
complained of contaminated
supply.

Ashok Bhasin, who heads the
North Delhi Residents’ Federa-
tion said that they are getting
contaminated water supply for
at least six to seven days a
month.

“The pipelines are 40-50 years
old and have contamination
points. We have to run water
motors for 15 to 20 minutes daily
to get rid of the initial phase of
contaminated supply. The plant
has become too old and it cannot
keep running like this,” Bhasin
said.

Two new plants delayed
Delhi government announced
the development of a second
50mgd water treatment plant at
Dwarka in 2021. The second
plant, abutting the existing facil-
ity, is being constructed at the
cost of ¥280 crore and it is
expected to supply potable water
to areas of southwest and south
Delhim comprising Dwarka sub-
city, Daulatpur, Najafearh, Delhi
airport, Palam, Uttam Nagar, Bij-
wasan and Rajokri village.

DJB announced that the
project would likely be com-
pleted in a year and a half, but it
is not likely to be completed by
March 2025, missing its May
2023 deadline by around two
years. An official said 70% of the
work here is complete.

At Chandrawal, there are two
treatment units, of 35mgd and
55mgd capacities, but both “have
outlived their design life, many
units are in dilapidated state
with no automated operation
and control systems,” according
to the report.

The DJB official cited above
said the two treatment units will
be phased out once the new
facilities are operational and
Delhi can meet its water needs.

DJB said the project of a new
treatment plant, of 126mgd
capacity, was awarded in August
2019. “Its completion is expected
by December 2024.” The Delhi
government did not respond to
requests for comment.

R.P. SIKKA
06.04.1935 - 12.08.1993

“MISS YOU DAD”

- RAJAT SIKKA
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Sad Demise

With profound grief and sorrow we wish to inform you

of the sad demise of

Shri K. Natwar Singh

(Former Minister of External Affairs of India)
who departed for his heavenly abode on

|0th August 2024

Cremation will be held at

Lodhi Crematorium, New Delhi
on Monday, 12.08.2024 at 2 p.m.
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Heminder Kumari
Sh. Jagat Singh & Smt. Somaya Singh
; “fﬁ?*::.; ;. Hanut Singh, Himmat Singh and Alex
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H.H. Capt.Amarinder Singh
Rupinder Kumari

Raja Malvinder Singh
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We are here for you

To place an obituary or
remembrance advertisement with

Hindustan Times

Scan the code:

You can also call on:
1800-103-1800 (9 AM to 9 PM everyday)

Email at: counterclassifieds@hindustantimes.com
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Papa, Mummy, Abhay and all near and dear ones.

In Loving Memory Of
NILOY SEN
(28.11.1991-12.08.2002)

Remembering Niloy, the most
beautiful and fragrant flower.
With love and affection in our
hearts we move on.inspired
by your Incredible [ourney.
Fondly remembered by

in Loving Memory of
SMT. PREMA SINGH

Despite the passage of time,
the wvoid left by your absence
remains. We cherish our
memories & long for your
presence. We miss you
Ma.... Singh Family
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Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Mayank
Austen Soofi

PUBLIC
INTEREST

New public art in the art district

A classical dancer in a classic mudra,
two tablas, and two larger-than-life faces
that exude such a calm trance that they
could only be of artistes in the middle of
their early morning sadhana.

This is among Delhi’s newest art installations.
No big deal in that, for many have lately come up
around Bharat Mandapam. This one is unique
because it sits in the very heart of the Capital's art
district—the Mandi House roundabout.

Mandi House is the address of art galleries,
concert halls, theatres and music schools. It has
something of the Montmarte district of Paris,
where at one time, bohemian artists would wan-
der around with their paint brushes and can-
vasses. Mandi House hasits art apprentices sitting
beside chai stalls, concentratedly sketching por-
traits of passers-by, while the roundabout is
claimed by acting troupes rehearsing for their
forthcoming plays.

The new installation Natya Shastra has been
created by artiste Nehmat Mongia—an accompa-
nying plaque by the Union ministry of culture
credits “Public Art of India”, a project carried out
by the Lalit Kala Akademi and the National Gal-
lery of Modern Art; but the plaque is silent on
whether the display is temporary or otherwise.

Now showmg at Mandi House

Whatever, the sculpture came up two weeks ago,
according to the various folks hanging out in the

area this overcast evening.

Commanding a primary real estate in the
roundabout’s landscaped garden, it forms the
nucleus of the creative district. Five roads radiate
out of the roundabout. One is named after a leg-
endary musician—Tansen Marg. Another is
named after a legendary playwright—Safdar
Hashmi Marg. The roundabout also overlooks the
imposing statue of Russian poet Pushkin, as well
as the National School of Drama, the spiritual
home of some of the film world’s most acclaimed
actors. While the art district already has three
longtime sculptures adorning the little plazas
spread around the roundabout, the new installa- [&]
tion is far easier to grasp, even by those among the '
aam public who aren’t tuned into the ABC of art.
Truth be told, the other three sculptures, which
have been gracing Mandi House for decades, are
too abstract for easy comprehension. They per-
haps speak more eloguently to artiste-types,
including these actors of Dreams Drama Theatre
currently warming up in front of the new sculp-
ture—see photo—Arshika, Sameer, Anmol, Rahul,

Ritu and her son Yuvansh.

Meanwhile, cars and autos are moving around
the circle as they always have, the traffic’s indit-
ference making the installation appear more at
home, as if it has always been here.
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READ:
For more
stories by
Mayank
Austen
Soofi,
scan the
QR code

Fire breaks out at Asola
building, two injured

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two people sus-
tained severe burn injuries in a
fire that broke out in the park-
ing area of a four-storey build-
ing in Asola village early on
Sunday morning, officials said.

Twelve other residents were
safely rescued from the site and
the fire was doused within an
hour, the officials added. The
injured were currently undergo-
ing treatment.

Police suspected that the
blaze erupted due to a short-cir-
Cuit.

According to Delhi Fire Servi-
ces (DES) officials, a call was
received from Asola Enclave at
around 5am. “Three fire tenders
were rushed to the site. The fire
spread so quickly that it
engulfed 10 electric meters, six
motorcycles, and two scooters.
The blaze was brought under
control in an hour resulting in
burn injuries to two people

while 12 other individuals were
safely rescued from the build-
ing,” said Atul Garg, DFS chief.

Police said that information
regarding the fire incident was
received at Maidan Garhi police
station. “Prima facie, it
appeared that the fire initially
broke out on the ground floor
due to short-circuit,” said Ankit
Chouhan, deputy commissioner
of police (south).

He further said that 14 build-
ing residents — six women, four
children and four men — faced
respiratory problems or
received burn injuries. “Resi-
dents were immediately evacu-
ated, and those facing respira-
tory issues or burn injuries were
immediately transferred to
AIIMS Trauma Centre and Saf-
darjung Hospital. Barring two
people — who sustained around
60% burn injuries and are still
under critical condition — the
others were discharged from
the hospital after preliminary
treatment,” he said.

{ INJAMMU }

Gunbattle on between
terrorists, forces in J&K

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

UDHAMPUR (JAMMU): An
encounter broke out between
terrorists and security forces in
the higher reaches of Basantgarh
in Udhampur district of Jammu
on Sunday evening, officials said.

“Based on specific intelligence
about presence of terrorist, joint
search operation was launched
by Security forces in higher
reaches of Basantgarh under the
J/D of P/S Basantgarh ) of
Udhampur district. Exchange of
fire has taken place. Area cor-
doned off,” Jammu and Kashmir
said.

Further details are awaited.

Earlier on Saturday, two army
personnel were killed and
another injured in the encounter
that erupted in Ahlan Gagar-
mandu area of Kokernag in
Anantnag district — the latest in
a series of terror strikes in the

Union territory, which is gearing
up to host its first assembly elec-
tions since 2014. Two civilians
suffered injuries during the
exchange of fire.

As per officials, the encounter
broke out during a joint opera-
tion launched by the Indian
Army, Jammu and Kashmir
Police and CRPF in the general
area of Kokernag in Anantnag.

Havildar Dipak Kumar Yadav
and Lance Naik Praveen Sharma
laid down their lives in the line
of duty in Anantnag.

The incident occurred at an
altitude of 10,000 feet on Satur-
day, as security forces continued
operations despite the challeng-
ing terrain. “Two Indian Army
soldiers lost their lives in an
encounter in Anantnag district of
Kashmir,” defence officials had
said. They were injured in an
encounter between security for-
ces and terroristsin the Kokernag
area of Anantnag, they said.

ANANTNAG CROSSFIRE

12 security personnel and five ter-
rorists, have been killed in sepa-
rate terror strikes and gun battles
this year.

The encounter site is a hilly
forest area surrounded by moun-
tainswhich borders the Doda dis-
trict of Chenab valley in Jammu,
leading to suspicions that the mil-
itants may have crossed over
from Doda where they had
attacked an army team on July 15,
killing an Indian Army captain
and three soldiers.

“An intensive search operation
is going on,” he said.

A defence spokesperson had
said on Saturday that encounter
site is located above 10,000 feet,
has thick growth, large boulders,
nallahs and re-entrants that poses
a serious challenge to operations.

Birdi said that a group of 3-4
terrorists may have been involved
in the encounter, which had
erupted when the security forces
were carrying out an operation to
look for militants in the area.

“A search operation was going
on in Gagarmandu after informa-
tion was received about the
movement of foreign terrorists in
the upper reaches,” Birdi said.

Meanwhile, Indian Army Chief
Upendra Dwivedi and other offi-
cers paid their homage to three
personnel - Havaldar Dipak
Kumar Yadav and Lance Naik

{ FROM

Praveen Sharma - who died in
Saturday’s gunfight.

“General Upendra Dwivedi
COAS and All Ranks of #Indian
Army salute the supreme sacri-
fice of bravehearts Hav Dipak
Kumar Yadav & L/Nk Praveen
Sharma, who laid down their
lives in the line of duty, in Anant-
nag, J&K. Indian Army offers
deepest condolences and stands
firm with the bereaved families in
this hour of grief,” said additional
directorate general of public
information, Indian Army, in a
post on X.

The Chinar Corps also
expressed their condolences on
the death of the three personnel.

People’s Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mutfti also
offered her condolences to the
families of the soldiers and the
dead civilian. “Saddened by the
killing of two soldiers & a civilian
in the Kokernag encounter. Vio-
lence begets only grief & may-
hem. Deepest condolences to
their families in this hour of trag-
edy,” shesaid in a post on X.

[n a separate post, Jammu and
Kashmir Police said, "We also
renew our joint commitment to
fight and finish the foreign
marauders to keep our citizens,
villagers and communities safe
from the threat and terror of
these mercenaries. #SaluteThe-
Martyrs’.
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more Kalveri (Scorpene) class
diesel electric submarines at
Mazagon Dockyards in Mumbai.

The principal reasons for
Indian national security plan-
ners opting for SSNs is that a
nuclear attack submarine’s
range is limited by crew endur-
ance, supplies and waste dis-
posal, while conventional attack
submarines surface for recharg-
ing of batteries every second
day. The speed of SSNs is 20
knots under water but the SSKs
or diesel-electric submarines
only register four to five knots
even with air independent pro-
pulsion.

Given that the Chinese Navy
has plans to send long range
patrols to the Indian Ocean and
has already equipped Pakistan
with Yuan class SSKs, India
needs to build deterrence
against these principal adversa-
ries and counter them. A Chi-
nese Song class submarine par-
ticipated in a naval exercise with
Pakistan last year with the sub-
marine practising bottoming at

Karachi harbour as part of

attack demonstration to the
Pakistan Navy. Bangladesh has
acquired two Ming class subma-
rines from China.

Another reason for the focus
on SSNs is that SSBNs are only
for nuclear deterrence and part

of India’s second strike capabil-
ity. India’s first four SSBNs, all

Arihant class will be equipped
with 750 km range K-15 ballistic
missiles, while the next class
will be equipped with 3000 km
range K-4 ballistic missiles.

India also needs SSNs as the
Chinese submarines are using
Ombai-Wetar straits, off the
coast of QUAD ally Australia, to
enter undetected into the Indian
Ocean and have been surveying
the 90 degrees East Ridge as
well as South Indian Ocean, as
far as the west coast of Africa.
While the Modi government
understands the requirement
for SSNs for India’s deterrence,
it is for the Indian Navy to con-
vince Raksha Mantri Rajnath
Singh and India’s national secu-
rity planners to take the next
step.

A CHINESE SONG
CLASS SUBMARINE
PARTICIPATED IN A
NAVAL EXERCISE
WITH PAKISTAN
LAST YEAR, WITH
THE SUBMARINE
PRACTISING
BOTTOMING AT
KARACHI HARBOUR

ASI set to restore
400-yr-old bridge

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Barapullah
bridge in Nizamuddin, built
during the reign of Mughal
emperor Jahangir, will be
restored and rejuvenated by the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) over the next three
months, officials with the lieu-
tenant governor (LG) secretar-
iat said.

The 200-metre bridge was
handed over to ASI on Sunday
after an anti-encroachment
drive last week, they said.

LG VK Saxena said on Sun-
day: “Delhi’s another heritage
(structure) 400-year-old Bara-
pullah bridge with 12 piers will
soon regain its lost glory. The
bridge which was under heavy
encroachment during my last
visit on Sunday (August 4), was
handed over to ASI, which will
restore the structure in three
months.”

He said that currently,
de-silting of the drain is under-
way. “ASI will take up the res-
toration work immediately
after the de-silting is com-
pleted,” he said.

The elevated Barapullah cor-

ridor and the under-construc-
tion Barapullah Phase-3 bridge
over the Yamuna derive their
names from the historic bridge.
Currently, the structure is sur-

'L'_.

rounded by the Nizamuddin [F®

Basti, with a drain passing
through it. The bridge, which
was built by Minar Banu Agha,
under Jahangir's tutelage, was
named "Barapullah” due to its
12 piers ("Barah” and “Pulla”
colloguially) and 11 arches.

According to historians, the
bridge was built in 1628 and the
road between the bridge and
Humayun's Tomb was a tree-
lined path and one of the most
beautiful bridges of Delhi.
Mughals used the bridge to
cross the Yamuna and reach
the Nizamuddin dargah and
the tomb, on their way from
Agra.

The structure is currently in
a decrepit state and was found
heavily encroached upon on
August 4, during an inspection
by the LG.

The main carriageway of the
bridge was being used as a
dump yard by residents of
nearby localities.

ASI officials did not com-
ment on the restoration.

Eye on polls, Sisodia
meets AAP leaders

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Manish Sisodia, the
former deputy chief minister of
Delhi, on Sunday held a meeting
with senior party leaders and
state ministers with an eye on
Delhi assembly elections likely to
be held early next year, AAP
functionaries said.

The party has said that Sisodia
will now hold meetings with
AAP MLAs and councillors, fol-
lowing which he will start a pub-
lic outreach programme.

“It has been decided that on
Monday Sisodia will meet all the
MLAs of the party where
detailed discussions will take
place. On the subsequent day, all
councillors will meet Manish
Sisodia. On August 14, he will

start meeting people all across
Delhi through padyatras. He will
directly meet people and talk to
them,” AAP Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sandeep Pathak said.

Pathak also alleged that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
trying to stop projects and work
being taken up by the AAP, and
claimed that the BJP is trying to
break up the party. “Despite fac-
ing so many challenges and
adverse conditions, the AAP is
still strong,” he said.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP spokes-
person Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said the results of the assembly
elections will mark the end of
the “anarchic Arvind Kejriwal
regime in Delhi”. "It's strange
that AAP leaders are expecting
to win in Delhi even after voters'
rejection...during Lok Sabha
elections.”

== KUSTI Y[l'I IN (‘HU STI IA\T
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Thieves break into Delhi crime branch
Gzb showroom, flee  arrests gangster for
with ¥3cr watches Sonepat murder

NEW DELHLI: The Delhi
Police crime branch has
arrested a 24-year-old
Haryana-based gangster
for a murder in Sonepat
district a month ago,
officers said. Ankit was
arrested from Chhawla in
southwest Delhi, police
said, adding that they
seized four firearms, 13
cartridges, two spare
magazines, and a stolen
motorcycle from him. DCP

GHAZIABAD: A gang of
nearly 12 thieves allegedly
broke into a watch
showroom in Indirapuram
at 3.43am on Sunday and
decamped with 600 luxury
watches worth about 23
crore, police said. The
incident, which was
captured on CCTV cameras
of the showroom, came to
light when the owner’s son
checked the footage on his
mobile phone at 9am.

Police have lodged an FIR (crime) Amit Goel said last
under sections of Bharatiya  week, an information was
Nyaya Sanhita. HTC  received, following which
he was arrested. HTC
3 held from Maha
for dupm? Delhi Noida: Police book
woman of 36 lakh  man for molesting
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police has arrested three teen stepdaughter
alleged cyber fraudsters NOIDA: A 35-year-old man
from Maharashtra for has been booked for
duping a 56-year-old allegedly molesting his 13-
woman from Safdarjung year-old stepdaughter in

Enclave of 36 lakh,
promising her high returns
on an investment, officers
aware of the matter said on
Sunday. Police said the trio
is also involved in 32 more
fraud cases. The woman
alleged that she
encountered a group on
social media and invested
136.27 lakh on being
convinced of getting 3.5
crorein return. The
amount was shown to her
on an app but she failed to
withdraw the money. HTC

Sector 128, Noida, police
said on Sunday. The girl's
mother alleged that he
showed her obscene
videos, and touched her
genitals. "We have
registered a case against
the absconding accused,”
said SHO Sector 126 police
station. On the basis of the
mother’s complaint, an FIR
has been registered against
the accused under various
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
the Pocso Act. HTC
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LUCKNOW SMART CITY LIMITED
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NITNO: 259/GM/P/LSCL/24-25

s NOTICE INVITING TENDER
SELECTION OF SERVICE PROVIDER/FIRM FOR CAFETERIA
MAINTENANCE AT SENIOR CITIZEN COMMUNITY & RECREATION
_ CENTER AT ALIGANJ SECTOR- B UNDER SMART CITY MISSION

écmpu 74999UP20155GC08B5631)

Regd. Office: ICCC Building, In front of Lalbagh Girls

Inter College, B.N. Road, Lalbagh, Lucknow.-226001
e-mail: Ikosmartcity@gmail.com

Date: 10.08.2024

Lucknow Smart City Limited invites online Request for
Proposals from reputed firms for "Cafeteria Maintenance
at Senior Citizen Community & Recreation Centre at Aliganj
Sector- B, under Smart City Mission".

Tender document with all other details can be downloaded
from www.etender.up.nic.infrom 12.08.2024.

The last date for submission of bids is 02.09.2024 till
1500 hrs. Technical Bids will be opened on 02.09.2024 at

1630 hrs.

For all further corrigendum/addendums in this regard,
please regularly visit www.etender.up.nic.in

GENERAL MANAGER (PROJECT)
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Celebrating 10th National Handloom Day
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Viraasat - Ek Dharohar : Direct retail by weavers &
artisans

Curated theme display of
handlooms of India

Workshops on natural dyes,
kasturi cotton, design & exports

Live loom demonstration
Folk dances of India
Delicious regional cuisines
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Viraasat Ke Dhage
Viraasat - Nritya Sanskriti :
For the Palate :
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03-16 | AUGUST | 2024

11:00 AM to 08:00 PM

Exclusive Handloom and Handicraft items

Venue: Handloom Haat
Janpath, New Delhi

{ General public is hereby informed that this
- | person (depicted in the photo) Name: Ajay,
| $/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: 40
| Years, Sex: Male, Height: 5'7", Complexion:
Y Shallow, ID Mark: Mole on Right side of
| Chest, Wearing: Cream color Shirt and Blue
color Jenas, found dead at Safdarjung
Hospital, Delhi on 26.07.2024 under area of
PS. Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 18A, dated 26.07.2024 has been lodged
at PS. Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
aboutthis person but no clue has cometo light sofar.

If any person having any information or clue about this person
may kindly inform to the following.

SHO
PS.- Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi
Ph.: 011-24106346, 7065036231

DP/10661/SW/2024 (UIDB)
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‘Malicious, baseless’: Sebi chief,
Adani on Hindenburg report

Oppn calls for JPC
probe into latest
, claims, BJP hits back

I' n i l i' _L:
Ram Sahgal and Neha Joshi

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The chairperson of
India’s Securities and Exchange
Board (Sebi), Madhabi Puri Buch,
and her husband Dhaval Buch on
Sunday denied allegations of con-
flict of interest levelled by US
short-seller Hindenburg Research
regarding the regulator’s investi-
gation into the Adani Group.

In a joint statement issued on
Sunday, the couple termed Hin-
denburg's claims as “character
assassination” and asserted that
“all disclosures and recusals have
beendiligently followed, including
disclosures of all securities held or
subsequently transferred”.

Hindenburg, citing whistle-
blower documents, alleged that
the Buchs held stakes in "obscure
offshore funds used in the Adani
money siphoning scandal”. The
funds in question are the Bermu-
da-based Global Dynamic Off-
shore Fund and the Mauritian IPE
Plus Fund 1, managed by 360 One
(formerly IIFL Wealth & Asset
Management).

These were allegedly used by
Gautam Adani’s brother Vinod to
invest in shares of the Adani
Groupin violation of Sebi's public
shareholding norms.

The Buchs clarified that their
investment in the Mauritian fund
was made in 2015, “almost 2 years
before Madhabi joined SEBI, even
as a Whole Time Member”. They
explained that the investment
decision was driven by their rela-
tionship with the fund’s chief
investment officer, Anil Ahuja,
described as “Dhaval’s childhood
friend from school and IIT Delhi”
and a person who they held to
have "had a strong investing
career”. “The fact that these were
the drivers of the investment deci-
sion is borne out by the fact that
when, in 2018, Mr. Ahuja, left his
position as CIO of the fund, we
redeemed the investment in that
fund,” they stated.

Hindenburg in its latest docu-
ment pointed out that Ahuja
served three terms spanning nine
years through June 2017 as a

Political slugfest erupts

"A JPCinquiry is
imperative to probe this
massive scandal. Until
then, concerns persist
that PM Modi will
continue to shield his
ally, compromising
India’s Constitutional
institutions, painstak-

ingly built over seven
decades.’

, — Mallikarjun
e Kharge,
asi Congress

director of Adani Enterprises.

Theredemption in the [PE Plus
Fund per the Hindenburg report
was to the tune of $8,72,000.

On Buchs' statement, Hinden-
burg in a tweet late on Sunday,
said itincludes “several important
admissions and raises numerous
new critical questions”.

360 One stated to exchanges
that “IPE-Plus Fund 1 made zero
investments in any shares of
Adani Group either directly or
indirectly through any fund”.

Addressing allegations about
Dhaval Buch's appointment as a
senior advisor to Blackstone, the
couple emphasised that this role,
focused on supply chain manage-
ment, predated Madhabi's
appointment as Sebi chairperson.
They added that Blackstone was
“immediatelyadded to Madhabi’s
recusal list maintained with SEBI”.

Buchs refuted claims about
Madhabi's stake in two consult-
ancy firms, stating that these
became “immediately dormant on
her appointment with Sebi”.

The Adani Group, in a state-
ment, dismissed Hindenburg's
allegations as “malicious, mischie-
vous and manipulative selections
of publicly available information”.
The conglomerate rejected the
claims as “a recycling of discred-
ited claims that have been thor-
oughly investigated, proven to be

“TMC has almost always preferred
the option of a Supreme Court
monitored probe... But this
situation is extraordi- W i
nary.BJPisonthe = i
back-foot in e W
Parliament. Bringona 1;. YN
JPCaswellasanSC . ==
monitored probe.” iy T
— Derek O'Brien, |
TMC leader ~ P

“Congress’'s work is only
to spread anarchy and

entangle the country in
controversial matters.” ‘16’ g‘h‘

— Jyotiraditya *
Scindia,
Union minister

baseless, and already dismissed by
the Hon'ble Supreme Courtin Jan-
uary 2024”.

Sebi previously issued a show-
cause notice to Hindenburg. The
regulator released a statement
refuting allegations of inaction in
its investigation into Adani Group.

Former Sebi Whole Time Mem-
ber MS Sahoo said, “If the transac-
tion was permissible at the time of
the transaction and executed in the
specified manner, it cannot be ille-
gal after (s)he occupies a public
office”. Legal experts, including
Sumit Agrawal, founder of Reg-
street Law Advisors and former
Sebi officer, outlined the procedure
for addressing contlicts of interest
within the regulatory body.
Agrawal noted, “If the Sebi board
concluded that there isa conflict of
interest, the involved Member or
Chairman must refrain from par-
ticipating in the matter’.

The Sebi board consists of
WTMs as also part-time members,
including officials from the minis-
tries of finance corporate affairs,
deputy governor of the Reserve
Bank of India and academicians.

Securities lawyer Chirag M
Shah said that if the Sebi Board
found any merit in the allegations,
it, in consultation with the govern-
ment, could form a committee to
look into it. Its findings will then
determine further action.

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A massive political
row erupted on Sunday over US
short-seller Hindenburg
Research's allegations against
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) chairperson Mad-
habi Buch, with several Opposi-
tion parties demanding a joint
parliamentary committee (JPC)
probe into the charges against the
market regulator chief even as the
ruling Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) termed ita "conspiracy” and
an attack intended to destabilise
India’s financial system.

In a blogpost on Saturday
night, Hindenburg Research
alleged that the market regulator
was unwilling to act on its Janu-
ary 2023 Adani report because
SEBI chairperson Buch and her
husband had investments in off-
shore funds linked with the Adani
Group. The SEBI chief and her
husband Dhaval Buch have
rejected the allegations.

Reacting to the allegations, the
Congress said the Union govern-
ment must act immediately to
eliminate all conflicts of interest
in the regulator’s probe of the

Adani Group. The party
demanded resignation of the SEBI
chief.

"A JPCinquiry is imperative to
probe this massive scandal,” Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said in a poston X. “Until
then, concerns persist that PM
Modi will continue to shield his
ally, compromising India’s Con-
stitutional institutions, painstak-
ingly built over seven decades.”

Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi attacked
the securities regulator, alleging
its integrity has been “gravely
compromised” by the allegations
against its chairperson.

“Honest investors across the

HINDENBURG HAS
ALLEGED THAT
SEBI CHAIRPERSON
MADHABI BUCH
AND HER HUSBAND
HAD INVESTMENTS
IN FUNDS LINKED
TO ADANI GROUP

country have pressing questions
for the government: Why hasn’t
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch resigned yet?[;] If investors
lose their hard-earned money,
who will be held accountable —
the SEBI Chairperson, or Gautam
Adani?[;] In light of the new and
very serious allegations that have
surfaced, will the Supreme Court
look into this matter suo moto
once again?” he posted on X. “It is
now abundantly clear why Prime
Minister Modi is so afraid of a JPC
probe and what it might reveal.”

“In the past, Trinamool Con-
gress have almost always pre-
ferred the option of a Supreme
Court monitored probe with a
larger bench to unearth the
truth... But this situation is
extraordinary. BJP is clearly on
the back-foot in Parliament. We
need both. Bring on a JPC as well
as an SC monitored probe. Both,”
TMC leader Derek O'Brien said.

Hitting out at opposition par-
ties, the BJP rejected Hinden-
burg’'s charge against the SEBI
chairperson as an attempt to dis-
credit the financial watchdog and
alleged that the Congress and
other opposition parties are part
of a conspiracy to create financial
instability and chaos in India.

Union communications minis-
ter Jyotiraditva Scindia said,
“Congress’s work is only to spread
anarchy and entangle the country
in controversial matters.”

{ HOLD MEET IN BELAGAVI }

K’taka BJP dissidents
target BSY, Vijayendra

Hirekop Rajan Samuel

letters@hindustantimes.com

BELAGAVI: Internal rift within
the Karnataka unit of the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) widened
on Sunday after a faction of party
leaders, who are opposed to
former chief minister BS Yedi-
yurappa’s clout in the party’'s
affairs and his son and state unit
chiet BY Vijayendra's leadership,
held a meeting in Belagavi.

The meeting, led by senior
legislators Basangouda Patil Yat-
nal and Ramesh Jarkiholi, was
reportedly attended by around
10 legislators and former law-
makers, marking an escalation
in the ongoing rebellion against
the current state leadership.

Leaders aware of the matter
said the meeting was held at a
hotel owned by a former BJP
parliamentarian, with discus-
sions focusing on measures to
“protect the party from corrupt
individuals™. They, however, did
not divulge specific details of
what transpired in the meeting
headed by Vijaypura MLA Yatnal
and Gokak MLA Jarkiholi.

Speaking to reporters after the
meeting, Yatnal criticised the
leadership of Vijayendra and the
influence of Yediyurappa, alleg-

REBEL LEADERS
DECIDED TO TAKE
OUT A PROTEST
MARCH FROM
BAGALKOTE TO
BELLARY ON
SEPTEMBER 17

ing that their control over the
BJP was detrimental to its future
in the southern state.

“Those of us who are sincere
and loyal to the BJP cannot stand
by while the party is led by indi-
viduals with corruption charges
hanging over them,” Yatnal said.
“Our protest will continue until
the leadershipisin the hands of
those with integrity.”

He claimed around 15 more
BJP legislators are expected to
join the group soon. In the meet-
ing, it was decided that the rebel
group would take out a protest
march from Bagalkote to Bellary
on September 17, leaders famil-
iar with the development said.

“The BJP's foothold in South
India, established through Kar-
nataka, has been jeopardised by
the high command’s decision to
hand over leadership to corrupt
individuals,” Yatnal alleged.

NhE’l -PG hcld in 2 shlfts across 170 (:1tlcs
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{ STABILITY IN INDIAN OCEAN REGION }

EAM: Maldives at heart of

nelghbourhood Ist pohcy

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: External affairs min-
ister S Jaishankar wound up a visit
to the Maldives on Sunday by put-
ting the archipelago at the heart of
India’s "Neighbourhood First” pol-
icy and saying the two working
towards a “modern partnership”,
pointing to an apparent reset in
bilateral ties that had dipped toa
fresh low last year.

Jaishankar’s visit, the first since
President Mohamed Muizzu came
to power in Male on the back ofan
“India Out” campaign last year
and took a range of steps to move
his country closer to China, was
marked by the signing of an agree-
ment on introducing India’s Uni-
fied Payments Interface (UPI) or
digital payments system in the
Maldives and the inauguration of
several projects built with Indian
grantsand loans.

More signs of a thaw came
from Muizzu, who described India
as “one of the closest allies and
invaluable partners” of the Mal-
dives when he met Jaishankar on
Saturday. He said the projects
backed by India would provide sig-
nificant economic benefits and
boost the local economy, and are
also “key milestones” in bilateral
relations.

On the final leg of his three-day
visit, Jaishankar travelled on Sun-
day to Addu city, where India has
invested $220 million in the last
few years. The National College of
Policing and Law Enforcement
Studies in Addu was built with a

External affairs minister S Jaishankar with Maldivian foreign
minister Moosa Zameer in Maldives on Sunday. AN

$30-million grant from India and
an $80-million reclamation and
shore protection project was comny-
pleted this year, with the reclama-
tion of 184 hectares.

Referring to the Maldives as a
key partner in the Indian Ocean
region, Jaishankar said: “It is very
much at the heart of our ‘Neigh-
borhood First' policy and it is
therefore very natural that the
cooperation between our two
countries has moved beyond the
traditional role and today really
aspires to be a modern partner-
ship.”

He added, “We are also witness-
ing greater investment flows from
India to the Maldives, particularly
in the tourism sector, and we
really appreciate that the diversifi-
cation of the various sectors of
cooperation is driven by the needs
and priorities of the people of Mal-
dives.”

India has partnered with the
Maldives on 65 small but high
impact community development
projects, and Jaishankar and his
Maldivian counterpart Moosa
Zameer virtually inaugurated
water and sanitation projects for
28 islands in the presence of
Muizzu on Saturday. Jaishankar
had said on this occasion that
India’s development partnership is
driven by the needs of the people
and government of the Maldives
and comprises a “judicious mix of
grants, loans, budgetary support,
capacity building and training”.

It was at this event on Saturday
that Muizzu said his administra-
tion is committed to strengthening
the “historic and close connec-
tions” with India, which has
“always been one of the closest
allies and invaluable partners”
that provided aid whenever Mal-
divesneeded it.

{ IN NEXT FIVE YEARS }

India’s defence exports
to touch R50K-cr: Data

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is on course
to achieve its defence export
target of 50,000 crore in the
next five years, ministry offi-
cials said on Sunday, citing
export data shared by the gov-
ernment for the first quarter of
2024-25.

India’s defence exports stood
at 36,915 crore during April-
June 2024, the data shared a
day earlier showed.

This was 78% higher than
33,885 crore for year-ago
period. As was the trend last
year, the share of the public
and private sectors stood at
60% and 40%, respectively, the
officials said, declining to be
named.

In April, the defence minis-
try announced that India's
defence exports grew 32.5% in
2023-24 and crossed 321,000
crore for the first time as the
country remained focussed on
boosting the indigenous
defence manufacturing ecosys-
tem as well as military exports.

The value of exports in
2023-34 was 32.5% more than
that in the preceding year,

INDIA'S DEFENCE
EXPORTS STOOD AT
6,915 CRORE
DURING APRIL-
JUNE 2024, THE
DATA SHARED A

AY EARLIER
SHOWED

when it was 315,920 crore.
Defence exports have grown 31
times in the past 10 years as
compared to 2013-14, as previ-
ously reported by HT.

India exports military hard-
ware to around 85 countries,
with around 100 local firms
involved in the effort.

The hardware includes mis-
siles, artillery guns, rockets,
armoured vehicles, offshore
patrol vessels, personal protec-
tive gear, a variety of radars,
surveillance systems and
ammunition.

Military exports have risen
sharply and imports have
dropped on the back of policy
initiatives and reforms during
the past 10 years, the govern-
ment has maintained.

Odisha to launch probe mto Pandlan S copter Vvisits

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@ hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: Two months
after the Bharatiya Janata Party
swept to power in Odisha, the state
government said it will soon begin
investigating expenses made from
the exchequer to build helipads
and to pay for chopper rides of
former chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik’s aide VK Pandian.

"As 5T secretary, Pandian did
not have the provision to use the
helicopters. How the government
gave permission and facilitated the
landing of the helicopter? Who

was bearing the helicopter costs
for Pandian’s visit? It should be
clear,” state law minister Prithivi-
raj Harichandan said on Sunday.

Pandian, a former bureaucrat,
was appointed as chairman of 5T
(transformational initiatives) after
he opted for voluntary retirement.
He earlier served as private secre-
tary to Patnaik.

On Friday, state commerce and
transport minister Bibhuti
Bhushan Jena said a probe into the
statewide chopper tours of the
2000-batch Indian Administrative
Service officer between 2020 and
2023 is going to begin soon. “The

VK Pandian

people of Odisha are asking this
question about his (Pandian’s)
tours... They are unable to digest
it,” Jena said. “The matter will be
thoroughly probed and appropri-

ate action will be taken.”

Last year, Pandian visited 190
places in 30 districts on helicopter,
saying that he was taking the chief
minister’s grievance cell to the
doorstep of the people. He claimed
to have collected 57,442 petitions
from the people, of which 43,536
petitions were resolved.

However, the Patnaik govern-
ment did not give any figures on
the expenditure incurred on the
meetings arranged in the 190 pla-
ces although the BJP claims at
least X500 crore was spent.

Pandian was travelling in heli-
copters to hold public hearings,

BJD leader Sambit Routray said.

“He visited different places using
helicopters to hear public grievan-
ces. The matter should not be
politicised,” said Raoutray. “As the
BJP came to power by chance, its
leaders are saying the government
will investigate alleged corruption
of the previous government”

HT reached out to Pandian for a
response on the issue, but he did
not comment. However, an aide of
Pandian said, former CM Naveen
Patnaik has already defended the
former IAS officer last year. “There
is nothing more to add,” Pandian's
aide said.

Maratha activists stop Pawar’s car,
disrupt Cong meet over quota row

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: Maratha quota activists
on Sunday stopped the vehicle of
veteran leader and NCP(SP) chief
Sharad Pawar in Solapur district of
Maharashtra and later raised slo-
gansand waved black flags when
he was addressing a rally, asking
him to clarify his stand on the res-
ervation for the community.

In another incident, a group of
Maratha activists stormed into a
Congress meeting in Nanded ask-
ing the leaders, including state
party chief Nana Patole and state
in-charge Ramesh Chennithala to
clear their stand.

Maratha quota issue has taken

MARATHA QUOTA
ACTIVISTS RAISED
SLOGANS AND
WAVED BLACK
FLAGS DURING
PAWAR'S RALLY

the centre stage ahead of the cru-
cial assembly polls.

On Sunday morning, a group of
Maratha activists headed by local

MNS leader Sagar Lokare stopped
Pawar’s car at Kurduvadi when he
was on his way to Barshi for a
rally. “Do you support Maratha
reservation and the demand for
Maratha reservation in the OBC

quota?” asked Lokare. Pawar
replied he supported Maratha res-
ervation and left the place. Later,
when he was addressing the rally,
an activist waved a black flag and
another poured petrol on himself.
Both were detained by the police.
In the afternoon, a group of pro-
testers forced their way to the Con-
gress divisional review meeting at
Nanded and raised slogans,
demanding the party to clarify its
stand on quota issue. Chennithala
held a brief discussion with them
and said the Congress supported
their demand following which the
activists calmed down and left.
In Sangli, NCP leader Chhagan
Bhujbal asked all parties to make
their stand clear on OBC quota.

{ ‘VITAL PILLAR OF ECONOMY' }

21st Ijvestock census may be held in Sept-Dec

Zia Haqg

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment will conduct the 21st live-
stock census in the country dur-
ing September-December 2024,
a five-yearly exercise to provide
latest headcounts of domesti-
cated animals and poultry, and
breed identification through
doorstep visits to households,
home-based enterprises and
commercial farms.

The census is crucial to fram-
ing policies, raising productivity
and infrastructure development
in a sector that is a “vital pillar of
the Indian economy”, said Alka
Upadhyaya, secretary of animal
husbandry and dairying.

India has one of the largest
cattle populations. AN

India has one of the largest
cattle populations globally and
livestock accounts for 5.5% of the
country’s gross domestic prod-
uct. The sector offers livelihood
to millions of farmers in the
world’s largest milk producer.
India is also the world’s second-
biggest egg producer.

The enumeration will be digi-
tized and numerous training ses-
sions with technical experts are
being held across the country,
the official said. Data will be cap-
tured by nearly 80,000 surveyors
on hand-held devices that will be
rapidly uploaded for quicker
results. The census went digital
in 2019, when the previous cen-
sus was carried out.

The livestock economy
accounts for 30% of the agricul-
tural sector’s gross value added,
or GVA, a measure of growth
that strips out net taxes. On an
average, farmers earn far more
returns from livestock than from
crops alone, according to the
farm ministry.

The census will help to iden-

tify breeds with high economic
potential and its data are a key
component of the “Sustainable
Development Goals - National
Indicator Framework Progress
Report” brought out by the min-
istry of statistics and programme
implementation.

The 2l1st livestock comes in
the wake of a crippling lumpy
skin disease outbreak in cattle in
2022-23, which is estimated to
have killed or maimed up to a
million cattle. The census will
help to arrive at a reliable esti-
mate of the toll of the epidemic, a
second official said. The 20th
census had shown the country’s
cattle population to be 535.78
million, of which 192.49 million
were cattle and 109.85 buffaloes.

Mayawati

BSP TO CONTEST
ALL10 SEATS IN UP
ASSEMBLY BYPOLLS

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati on Sunday
announced that her party will
field candidates on all 10 assem-
bly seats in Uttar Pradesh where
bypolls are going to be held.

The Election Commission is
yet to declare the schedule for
the by-elections to Karhal, Milk-
ipur, Katehari, Kundarki, Ghazi-
abad, Khair, Meerapur, Phul-
pur, Majhawan and Sisamau
assembly seats.

In a statement, released after
a meeting of BSP leaders, the
party said Mayawati reviewed
the preparations for the upcom-
ing assembly bypolls.

“Ten assembly constituen-
cies have fallen vacant after the
Lok Sabha elections. No official
announcement of the date has
been made so far but activities
pertaining to this are increas-
ing continuously, especially the
ruling party, BJP, and its gov-
ernment have made it an issue
of prestige, due to which the
interest of the people in the
bypolls has also increased,” it
said.

“The BSP will field its candi-
date in all these assembly con-
stituencies, where by-elections
will take place, and will contest
the bypolls with full might,” the
statement said.

By-elections were necessi-
tated for nine seats as the MLASs
were elected to the Lok Sabha.

AKHILESH TARGETS
ANTI-RESERVATION
BJP GOVT AMID ROW

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday attacked the ruling BJP
amid the controversy over sub-
classification and creamy layer
in SC-5T reservation, accusing
the BJP government of weaken-
ing the fight for reservation.

Yadav wrote on ‘X’ in Hindi,
“The main objective of any kind
of reservation should be the
empowerment of the neglected
society, not the division or disin-
tegration of that society, this vio-
lates the basic principle of reser-
vation itself.”

Yadav did not mention the
apex court in his post, rather
trained his guns on the BJP. “The
BJP government every time tries
to weaken the fight for reserva-
tion through its vague statements
and lawsuits... The internal think-
ing of the BJP has always been
anti-reservation,” he said.
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{ KOLKATA RAPE-MURDER CASE }

Cops step up hunt for key
clues, doctors’ stir spreads

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Police in Kolkata are
focussing on how Sanjay Roy,
the 3l-year-old suspect in the
rape and murder of a trainee
doctor at one of the city’s main
government hospitals commit-
ted the crime and whether he
had an accomplice, officials said
on Sunday, as protests by medi-
cal professionals over the inci-
dent spread to other cities. Roy, a
civic volunteer in the Kolkata
Police, was arrested on Saturday.

Officials are pinning their hopes
on the autopsy report of the
32-year-old postgraduate trainee
doctor, who was found dead on
Friday. Her body bore injuries con-
sistent with sexual assault and
some of her clothes were missing,
officials said, but are now unsure
on whether the woman was
assaulted prior to her killing, “The
nature of multiple injuries found
on the victim's upper body may
prompt anyone to suspect that
Roy was not alone,” said an ofti-
cial, who asked not to be named.

This person added that the lack
of noticeable injuries on Roy’s
body raised suspicions that “the
sexual assault could have taken
place after the murder”, or that
there wasa third person when the
incident happened.
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Doctors, nurses and medical staff stage a protestin Kolkata.  ani

The August 9 incident
sparked statewide anger within
the doctors’ community, and
medical professionals from
more regions, including Delhi,
said on Sunday they will not take
up elective surgeries for now ina
mark of protest.

Kolkata Police commissioner
Vineet Goyal visited the hospital
on Sunday with senior officials
to inspect the crime scene. The
prime suspect, Roy was arrested
based on security camera foot-
age showing him entering and
leaving the seminar hall where
the crime took place.

Investigators are probing how
Roy, who was attached to the
Kolkata Police Welfare Commit-
tee, gained access to the seminar

hall late at night. Roy's sister, a
Kolkata Police employee, told a
news channel, “I severed all ties
with him because he was an alco-
holic.”

In response to the incident, the
West Bengal government has
replaced the hospital superintend-
ent and suspended two contrac-
tual security guards. Goyal also
removed the assistant commis-
sioner of police under whose area
of jurisdiction the hospital is
located. Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee stated that her govern-
ment would recommend the
death sentence for the accused
and a trial in a fast-track court.

The tragedy has led to wide-
spread protests and strikes by
trainee doctors across West Bengal

{ GREENPIECE }

Downsize the Olympics for planet

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The just-concluded
Paris Olympics were undoubtedly
the greenest in recent times. Yet, as
per my understanding, big sport
events cannot be green. Just the
projections of 15 million people
reaching Paris for the games
proves the point. While news
reports point out the dip in tour-
ism, the fact remains that visitors
leave a strong carbon footprint,
wherever the gamesare held.

What are the options?

[ won't say shut the Games
down and invest the money in cli-

mate mitigation and adaptation,
because as sensible as it sounds,
sport should never be cast aside,
only modified. ButI will point out
that the Olympics came to a stop
once during the First World War,
twice during the Second World
War and postponed in 2020. The
1980 Moscow Olympics were boy-
cotted cold war style.

Let's limit spectators to locals in
both the Winter and Summer
Olympics. Of course, this isn't
enough. Building new sport infra-
structure is also a climate red flag.
Why not select countries across
the continents, like in the Olympic
rings, who already have the infra-

structure to host pared down
games for the next 10 Games, even
if we can no longer hold snow-
laden Winter Olympics by then?
And use meteorological data to
plan it for better times of the year?
[fwe discuss downsising with seri-
ousness, we will find a way ahead.

We are in a climate emergency.
We can't afford an indulgence. A
new way might give us less thrills,
less commercialisation and less
spectators. But it gives usa chance
to keep our planet below 2°C.

(Bharati Chaturvediis the founder and
director of Chintan Environmental
Researchand Action Group)

and other states. Major govern-
ment hospitals in Delhi
announced an indefinite halt to all
elective services starting Monday,
responding to a call from the Fed-
eration of Resident Doctors’ Asso-
ciation (FORDA).

Banerjee told a Bengali news
channel after theincident that her
government won't object it the
case is probed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), a
demand raised by several medical
associations and the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Several government hospitals
in Kolkata released official state-
ments on Sunday announcing the
shutdown of outpatient depart-
ments (OPDs), operation theatres
(OTs), and ward duties starting
Monday morning.

Additional commissioner of
police Murli Dhar met the vic-
tim’s parents and provided them
with a copy of the preliminary
post-mortem report, He added:
“The police will do everything in
its capacity to ensure that the
victim gets justice. Nobody will
be spared.”

Trainee doctors at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
have presented a four-point
demand, including a judicial
inquiry, compensation for the
victim, and the resignation of
senior hospital officials.

Amarnath Yatra

suspended on Baltal

route due to rains
SRINAGAR: The Amarnath
Yatra was suspended on
the Baltal route following
heavy rains on Sunday,
officials said. With this, the
yatra stands suspended on
both routes. The Pahalgam
route was closed for
maintenance work on
Wednesday. Divisional
commissioner, Kashmir,
VK Bhiduri said: “Due to
the heavy rains, urgent
repair and maintenance
work is required to be
undertaken on the Baltal
axis of Amarnath Yatra.”

HT

2 ARRESTED AFTER
NEWBORN GIRL
FOUND BURIED IN
PADDY FIELD: COPS

I5 killed, 4 missing as heavy

rainfall wreks haoc in Raj

HT Correspondent HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com letters@ hindustantimes.com
KOCHI: The Kerala Police on | JAIPUR:Fifteen people have died

Sunday arrested two men in con-
nection with the death of a new-
born girl, whose body was found
buried near a paddy field in
Alappuzha district of Kerala,
officers aware of the matter said.

The matter came tolight on Sat-
urday after a complaint was filed
at the Poochackal police station by
a doctor at a private hospital in
Kochi, where a 22-year-old
woman was admitted due to
bleeding. Upon questioning, the
woman admitted that she deliv-
ered a girl at her home on August
7. However, she handed over the
baby to her boytriend as they had
decided to give her up to an
ammathottil — the state govern-
ment's cradle system that allows
parents to give up their newborns
anonymously.

Police later questioned the boy-
friend, whorevealed that the new-
born had died, and he buried in a
paddy field with the help of his
friend. The boyfriend and his
friend have since been arrested.

“We have exhumed the remains
of the newborn girl... child was
buried at least 2 days ago... we can-
not say whether the child was
murdered or not. The mother con-
tinues to be under surveillance,”
Alappuzha superintendent of
police Chaitra Teresa John said.

He added that the newborn’s
autopsy would be conducted on
Monday, and will reveal details.

Tungabhadra dam
gate: Locals near

Krishna river warned
AMARAVATI: The Andhra
Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority
(APSDMA) on Sunday
cautioned people living
along the banks of Krishna
river to keep vigil,
following the washing
away of a Tungabhadra
dam gate in Karnataka.
Due to the snapping of a
chain link, APSDMA
managing director R
Kurmanadh said gate
number 19 got washed
away due to the intensity of
floodwaters.

while four have been reported
missing in rain-related incidents
across Rajasthan over the last 24
hours officials familiar with the
matter said on Sunday, a week
after heavy rains and flooding
left 24 dead in the state.

On Sunday, heavy rainfall was
recorded in parts of Rajasthan,
including Dausa, Bharatpur, Sawai
Madhopur, Kota, Baran and
Karauli districts, a MeT depart-
ment spokesperson said.

In Bharatpur, seven people,
including three cousins, drowned
while swimming in Banganga
river. “Eight friends in Bharatpur’s
Shri Nagar village went to bathe in
the river on Saturday. However,
seven of them were immediately
swept away in the river when they
jumped into a high stream,” said
Bharatpur collector Amit Yadav.

A similar incident took place in
Jhunjhunu’s Singhana where

Pcnpl& wade th mugh a
waterlogged area after heavy
rainfall, in Hindaun. PTI

three drowned in a nearby pond.
In Jodhpur, a 17-year-old was
swept away in a stream while trek-
king with friends, added officials.
Karauli district collector Nilabh
Saxena informed that Zakir Khan
(40) and his son Ziya Khan (12)
were killed on Sunday after being
stuck under the debris of their col-
lapsed house. "The incident took
place when they were sleeping.
Our teams recovered their bodies
within hours,” Saxena said.

In another mishap, nursing stu-
dent Vikas Sharma (19) was killed
in Banswara when he went tovisit
the Kadelia stream area with his
friends. Banswara SP Harsh Vard-
han Agrawala said, "The incident
occurred when heslipped off and
was washed away. Our SDRF team
later recovered his body.”

Similarly, 35-year-old Gajju Raj-
put was swept away in a pool in
Sawai Madhopur on Sunday even-
ing. “Prima facie, the man, under
the influence of alcohol, went to
visit the Lediya pool when he
slipped off and was washed away.
We have urged the people not to
g0 near any waterbody as all of
them are overtlowing due to heavy
rains,” said Sawai Madhopur col-
lector Dr Kushal Yadav.

Meanwhile, four people in Jai-
pur’'s Bassi were swept away in
Kanota Dam. Bassi ACP Mukesh
Chaudhary said, “The incident
took place when five people went
to visit the area. One of them was
rescued safely but the SDRF is
searching for the rest.”

Nine die after car swept
away by flooded rivulet

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Nine people have
died and two others are reported
missing on Sunday after their vehi-
cle got sweptaway by the flooded
Jaijon Choe, a seasonal rivulet
around 34 km from Hoshiarpur
district of Punjab, police said. The
rivulet was swollen due to heavy
rainfall that lashed several parts of
Punjab and other areas.

According to police, the
deceased included eight members
of a Himachal Pradesh-based fam-
ily who were travelling in an SUV
to attend a wedding in Punjab’s
SBS Nagar district

Senior superintendent of police
Surendra Lamba said efforts were
on to find the missing two occu-
pants of the vehicle.

Police said that the incident
occurred around 10.30 am while
the car was attempting to cross the
flooded Jaijon Choe. “The vehicle
was swept by the rivulet’s strong
water current for around 200
metres. Locals had warned the
SUV driver to not cross the river,

THE RIVULET WAS
SWOLLEN DUE TO
HEAVY RAINFALL
THAT LASHED
SEVERAL PARTS
OF PUNJAB AND
OTHER AREAS

but he didn't listen,” an officer
aware of the matter said. A video
of the incident showed the vehicle
stuck in the flooded stream.

The deceased have been iden-
tified as Surjit Bhatia, his wife
Paramjit Kaur, brother Saroop
Chand, sister-in-law Binder,
Shinno, her daughters Bhavna
and Anu, son Harshit and driver
Bindu, police said.

While efforts are on to locate
the missing two, police said that
locals managed to rescue one
Deepak Bhatia and took himto a
dispensary in Jaijon.

Condoling the deaths, chief
minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
posted on X: "I am in touch with
the local administration...”

RAINWATER ENTERS
BIHAR ASSEMBLY
MINISTERS” HOMES

PATNA: The Bihar assembly
premises, bungalows of several
ministers nearby and several
other places including hospitals
in Patna were left water-logged
following incessant rain in the
state capital Patna on Sunday.

Chief minister Nitish Kumar
inspected various affected areas
to take stock of the situation.

The city experienced 41.8 mm
of rain that inundated majority
of posh localities and low-lying
areas, including Strand Road,
Rajbansi Nagar, Boring Road,
Bailey Road and Patliputra Col-
ony, besides causing disruption
of vehicular movement.

Water-logging was reported
from the assembly premises, and
official bungalows of several
state ministers who reside a few
hundred metres away.

The CM inspected sump pump
houses in various areas and
directed officials toensure that the
city does not witness water-log-
ging during heavy downpour.
Urban development and housing
minister Nitin Nabin called an
emergency meeting amid reports
of water-logging. HTC

Govt. ot Bilar Ilntina Inviting Tender for selection of agency to provide spectacles to the ellgihlu penﬂie

screened and identified at Government Healthcare Facilities, in the state of Bihar

https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in,

Ashiana Road, P.5S.

e-tender (NIT) Reference No.: - 04 /SHSB/Spectacles/2024-25

1. TheState Health Society, Bihar (SH5B), Patna intends to select an agency via e-tendering for
providing spectacles to the eligible people screened and identified at Government
Healthcare Facilities, in the state of Bihar. The State Health Society, Bihar, invites bids from
eligible business entities, in providing the services as mentioned in this tender document.

2. To participate in the e-tendering process, the bidder/agency are required to get

themselves registered with Bihar Government Centralized e-Procurement portal, i.e.,
shall contact the helpdesk at the following address,
“Mijunction Services Limited, R) Complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura,
Patna 800 014, Bihar, e-mail id:
eproc2support@bihar.gov.in, Toll Free Number- 18005726571 (Working Hours: 8AM to
7PM, All days in week except Sunday and few selected state holidays)"”.

4. Schedule of Events:

- Shastri Nagar,

Sl.no.

Event Description

Timeline

3.1 | Bid Submission Start Date & Time

14/08/2024 (Wednesday) from 11:00 AM, one -
Procurement Portal ( https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )

3.2

Last date & time for submission
(upload) of online bidding document.

05/09/2024 (Thursday) till 05:00 PM,one -
Procurement Portal ( https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in }

3.3

Last date & time for submission of
EMD (Online Mode)

05/09/2024 (Thursday) till 05:00 PM

34 | gig

Time, Date of opening of Technical

06/09/2024 (Friday) at 1:00 PM
Portal (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )

on e -Procurement

Hea Bid

Time, Date of opening of Financial

To be announced later on the e-Procurement Portal

(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )

3.6 | Pre-bid meeting (Date & time)

21 /08/2024 (Wednesday) at 11:30 AM

3.7 | Pre- bid meeting venue

Conference Hall, State Health Society, Bihar, 4
Swasthya Bhawan, Sheikhpura, Patna -800014

" Floor,

5. Bidder may also download the tender documents (a complete set of documents is available
on website) from e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in) and submit its tender
by using the downloaded document.

6. For further enquiry and information, please contact the following officers during office
hours 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM to-
1. Shri Pramod Kumar Ram (B.A.S.), Deputy Secretary-cum-Iincharge PPP, State
Health Society (SHSB), Contact No.:- 9661341999
2. ShriVikash Kumar, Additional Director-PPP, State Health Society (SHSB), Contact
Mo.:- 7903367959

PR. No. 005871 (B&C) 2024-25

Executive Director
State Health Society, Bihar

This information is available on website www.state.bihar.gov.in

ordbihar also
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WITH FACTS ON SUNDAYS

Catch the latest column of

TWI'W

THE WEEK THAT WAS

A quiz on the week's development.
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SHARES & STOCKS

Certificate
Certificate

Updation

Any Other Bonds.

SHARES CONSULTANGY

WE DEAL IN - FINANCIAL SERVICES
SHARES/BONDS/MUTUAL FUNDS
¥ Transmission Of Shares / Death claim matters

] Recovery Of Unclaimed Shares / Shares
Claim/IEPF Claims And Consultation

&1 Loss Of Shares / Issue Of Duplicaie Share

& Succession Certificate/Legal Heir

& Signature Mismatch Of Shareholders/ Kyc

& Recovery of your wealth/investment stuck in
mutual fund (UTI) Master Gain/Plus/Morgan

Stanley Can-Pep/Taurus.All 0ld Mutual Fund
Schemes/ICICI/IDBI/Sardar Sarovar/IFCl &

1 Address Change/Demat of Physical Shares

IMPERIAL VALUE SERVIGES PUT. LTD.

Mo.: 9818822466,8527020009, 9930112356
EMAIL: Valueimperial@gmail.com
www.iepfsharesclaim.com

PRIME PROPERTIES

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

3600 SQFT (1800 GF + 1800 1° Floor )
PRIME LOCATION ON 100 FT WIDE ROAD
IN SOUTH DELHI
30 FT FACIA SUITABLE
FOR DESIGNER SHOWROOM,
SPECIALITY HOSPITAL /

CLINIC, BANK, RESTAURANT ETC

AD BY OWNER-9910408354 |

- 1, SAVITRI Devi W/o Devi Dutt Kargeti  :
R/0 House No.24, State Bank Colony, :
Pitampura - 110034 have changed
my name from Shanti Devi to
Savitri Devi for all future purposes.

| CHANGE OF NAME

- 1, SONIYA Singh D/o Sh. Hari Kishan

- R/oHMo. 79, Garkhera (67), Teh.
Ballabgarh, Distt. Faridabad have
changed my name from Soniya to :
Soniya Singh for all future purposes. :

: 1, RAMESH Singh R/o HNo. 564, 3rd

. Floor, Vasant Nagar, Vasant Vihar,
New Delhi - 110057 declare that my ¢
Son's name mentioned as Rakshitin  :
Birth Certificate but his true and
correct name will be Rakshit Singh.

: 1, RAJ Kumar 5/o Ram Adhar, R/o

- Saraybannsi, Utarava, Allahabad,
LIP-221508, have changed my
daughter’s name from Priyanka to
Neha for all future purposes.

. | AM Dipak Kumar Sharma, my father's :

> namein my army record is Shyam :
Sundar Sharma. Whereas the correct
name is Shyam Sundar. And the date
of birth in the army records is 28/
03/1956, Whereas my father's date
of birth is 01.01.1956. Whoisa :
resident of Village Post, Gotka Tehsil :
Sardhana. Meerut 250344. :

: |, MADDIKA Lakshmidevamma M/o

. Maddika Gurunadh Reddy Rfo VIl - :
Maddikavari Palli, PO-Mulapalli, Teh- :
Chakrayapet, Distt- Cudddapah (AP) :
have change my name from Lakshmi @
Devi to Maddika Lakshmidevamma ¢
vide affidavit dt 10-08-2024 .
executed before Public Notary Delhi

: 1, VJAY Kumar H/o Sangeeta Singh and :

. F/o Sakshi Kumari Rfo 11/381, Sunder
vihar, New Delhi-110087 inform that
mother name in the Marks Statement
cum Certificate issued by CBSE for
the session 2023 for my daughter
Sakshi Kumari has been mentioned
as Sangeeta Kumari. Her mother's
actual name is Sangeeta Singh.
Sangeeta Kumari mentioned in the
certificate issued by CBSE should be
amended as Sangeeta Singh .

: | SHAUMYA Bharti W/0, Yashwant

- Kumar R/o B-88 Near Gopal Dairy
Punjabi Basti Baljeet Nagar New :
Delhi 110008 have changed my name :
to Soumya Bharti. :

- |, PRAMITH Kumaar R/o House No-34,

. Shyam Nagar, Okhfa Industrial Area
Phase-3, New Delhi 110020 have
changed my minor son's name from
Livjot Kumaar to Nishaal P Kumar.

: | AM Dipak Kumar Sharma, my :
. mother's name in my army record is
Kamlesh Devi, Whereas the correct ¢
name is Kamlesh. And the date of
birth in the army records is 28/03/
1959. Whereas my mother's date of ;
birth is 01.01.1957. Who is a resident
of Village Post, Gotka Tehsil :
Sardhana, Meerut 250344,

SCAN THE CODE - [a] ol
TOBOOK YOUR =¥y
ADS ONLINE->

www.hitclassilieds.com

(Classifieds

Advertlsmg Rates

HT (D) Classified CD/Block: ¥175/- per sq.cm. (B/W Color)
HT+HH (D) Classified CD/Block: ¥250/- per sq.cm. (B/W Color)

Publication Date : 13/14/15/16 August 2024

To book vour ad, contact us:

NORTH DELHI: Vishal Sachdeva: 9910249013
EAST & CENTRAL DELHI: Sumit Negi: 9899268321
WEST DELHI & FARIDABAD: Ranjeet Singh: 9911819105
SOUTH DELHI & GURGAON: Abhishek Tiwari: 9899865804
NOIDA & GHAZIABAD: Gaurav: 8630242501 | Telebooking: 1800-103-1800

+GST as applicable | *T&C Apply

. |, RAJ Kumar 5/o0 Ram Adhar, R/o
Saraybannsi, Utarava, Allahabad,
UP-221508, have changed my
daughter’s name from Priya to
Aastha for all future purposes.

| ostarounn

I SHYAM Bahadur Misra, 5/o Shri 1 =
Ayodhya Prasad Misra, have lost the : S
Original Payment Receiptsissued by :
Omaxe Ltd to Orchid Infrabuildtech ¢
and Retail India Pvt Ltd (name
changed to Orchid Infrabuildtech
and Retail India LLP) for Property/

Unit No. OCP/ UGF/ 62, Dmaxe
Connaught Place, Sector Beta-Il,
Greater Moida, UP. The Information
Report for the same has been
submitted to Delhi Police on
08/08/24. If any person finds,
please contact Mob: 8383933924

I.DS'I ORIGINAL Lease Deed of ;
Property Bearing Plot No.75, khasra
N0.4211/123, Block. 2B, Situated at
Dev Nagar, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-
110005, Registered as Document No ¢
7092, Addl. Book Neo.l, Volume :
No.2754, On Pages 39 to 43 On Dated :
02.11.1971, Registered with The Sub- :
Registrar- I11, Dethi, Finder Please
Inform to Shri Naresh Chawla on
above mentioned property address.

lﬂSI ORIGINAL Lease Deed of -
Property Bearing Plot No,.74, Khasra  :
No. 4210/123, Block No.2B,Situated  :
at Basti Rehgar, Dev Nagar, Karol ;
Bagh, New Delhi -110005, Registered :
as Document No.393, Addl. Book :
No. 1, Volume No.3760, On Pages
50 1o 56 on Dated 05.02.1977, -
Registered with The Sub -Registrar - :
lIl, Delhi, Finder Please Inform to
Smi. Saroj Chawla and others on
above menticned property address.
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In the Maldives,
a welcome reset

The island-nation seems to be realising the
need to balance between China and India.
Regaining its trust is imperative for India, too

n the wake of the maximalist position taken by

Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu after his

election last year, both Male and New Delhi

have taken steps to restore relations to an even
keel. Muizzu, who came to power on the back of an
‘India Out’ campaign, demanded the withdrawal of
Indian personnel deputed to the Maldives to
operate three aircraft used mainly for
humanitarian missions. However, since he
attended the swearing-in of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in June, several signs have pointed
to a thaw in relations between the two countries.
This is underlined by a visit to India in May by
Maldivian foreign minister Moosa Zameer, and
external affairs minister S Jaishankar’s visit last
week to the Maldives. At his meeting with
Jaishankar, Muizzu spoke of his administration’s
commitment to strengthening close connections
with India, which he described as one of the island
nation’s closest allies and invaluable partners.
Jaishankar too said the Maldives is at the “heart” of
India’s Neighborhood First policy and cooperation
between the two countries has moved beyond the
traditional role and aspires to be a modern
partnership.

When the Maldives recently faced economic
problems, it was India that agreed to the rollover of
treasury bills worth $50 million. New Delhi has also
ensured the uninterrupted supply of critical items
such as food despite the downturn in bilateral ties
and Male’s perceived tilt towards Beijing since last
year, including measures to reduce its dependency
on New Delhi. India’s assistance, comprising a mix
of grants, loans and budgetary support, is based
completely on the developmental and
infrastructure needs of the Maldives and has
touched the lives of the people, with even Muizzu
acknowledging that it leads to significant economic
benefits and boosts the local economy.

All of this points to a realisation in the Maldives
that there will always be a need to balance
between India and China, and any policy to simply
shut out New Delhi will not work in the long-run.
For India, regaining trust will be slow but crucial,
given the current situation across the
neighbourhood. A new beginning has been made
with India assuring it will continue to partner the
Indian Ocean archipelago on development, and a
perceived pro-China regime being appreciative of
New Delhi’s support. India too will do well to learn
from its experiences in recent years by reaching out
to all segments of the Maldivian political
establishment.

A win-win for India

& Indian Americans ¢

Between the extremes of
migration and reverse
migration, is a tangible
space for collaboration
between India and the
diaspora in the US

f you have watched the movie
Swades, you might remember a
scene where NASA scientist
Mohan Bhargav, Shah Rukh
Khan's character, is introduced
to members of the village pan-
chayat. In this delightful exchange,
Mohan struggles to explain his work
in the Global Precipitation Measure-
ment project at NASA, which helps
forecast extreme weather events and
assess the global climate. When his
nanny manages to simplify the expla-
nation for the village elders, Mohan
is told with a laugh and scoff that one
of the villagers does this regularly. At
which point, the said villager looks
up at the sky, sees it is clear, and lets
the village know that it will likely not
rain that day. An amused Mohan
agrees he does the same at NASA.
Eventually, Mohan decides to use
his knowledge and skills to build a
hydroelectric power generation facil-
ity for the village. This is not the typi-
cal Indian American story one sees
play out routinely. One is more
accustomed to hearing stories of
brain drain, of those who leave to
pursue the American Dream and
never look back. Yes, Khan's charac-
ter eventually decides to move back

to India, but between the extremes of
migration and reverse migrationisa
tangible space of impact and influ-
ence that can and should be tapped
into to the benefit of both countries.

The success of the
5.1-million-strong Indian
American community per-
haps belies its numerical
strength. Despite represent-
ing 1.5% of the population of
the United States (US), this
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big business to the startup world as
well, co-founding 72 out of 648 US
unicorns operating in 2024.
Research, innovation, and academia
in the US have provided a platform
for the community to con-
tribute further. Between
1975 and 2019, the share of
US patents with Indian-ori-
gin innovators jumped from
around 2% to 10%. Through

oy i
MR art, food and festivals,

community contributes 6% Rangaswami Indian Americans have also

to its taxes. From politics,

fostered a greater under-

corporate leadership, entre-
preneurship, and innova-
tion to cultural influence,
the diaspora continues to
impact the everyday lives of
millions in the US. If you
have been following the
news on the US presidential
elections, you would be

Neeraj
Aggarwal

standing and appreciation
of Indian culture in the US.

Over time Indian Ameri-
cans have gained skills and
experience and built net-
works that can become the
foundation for fostering
meaningful knowledge
transfer and innovation in

aware of the Indian Ameri-

India. Some of this is

can moment it's been hav-
ing recently. From Vivek
Ramaswamy, Nikki Haley,
Usha Vance, and now the
presumptive Democratic

s’
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already underway in differ-
ent shapes and forms.
Nearly 25%, i.e., 28 of the 114
unicorns in India in 2023,
have US-educated founders,

party presidential nominee, - with a combined valuation
Kamala Harris. Indian Sesh of $59 billion. Philanthropic
Americans are establishing grants from the US make up

themselves across adminis-

lyer

nearly 35% of all donation

inflow to India from the rest

trative levels as senators,

representatives, and may-
Ors.

Indian-origin CEOs head 16 For-
tune 500 companies that employ
approximately 2.7 million Americans
and generate more than 5l trillion in
revenue. The economic impact of
Indian Americans extends beyond

of the world. During Covid,
Indiaspora, a US-based nonprofit
community of global Indian leaders,
raised $15 million to help fellow Indi-
ans. The US is the top source of
global remittances to India, with
nearly $26 billion in remittances in
2022-23.

Through art, food and festivals, Indian Americans have also fostered a
greater appreciation of Indian culture in the US PTI

It is apparent that the two coun-
tries share a strategic partnership
based on shared values. They can
therefore build on the solid founda-
tion of collaboration that already
exists between them to further
advance their mutual interests. As
India looks to become a developed
nation, Viksit Bharat, by 2047, the
100th year of its Independence, the
diaspora can play an important role
in realising India’s vision. Sustained
engagement between this commu-
nity and India is crucial for address-
ing the nation’s challenges and driv-
ing inclusive growth. The Indian gov-
ernment’s recent policy measures
aim to ensure that the benefits of
economic growth reach all sectors
and all sections of society, and the
Indian American community is
uniquely positioned to complement

these efforts.

Going back to Swades for a
moment, the village elders’ comical
oversimplification of Mohan's job
notwithstanding, throughout the
movie his character tries to work
with the community to make their
lives better, in big and small ways.
His worldview shifts from being
patronising to empathetic and finally
pragmatic about how he can bring
about meaningtul change from his
vantage. The larger Indian commu-
nity around the world embodies this
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam spirit.

MR Rangaswami is founder & chairman,
Indiaspora. Neeraj Agearwal is chair,
Asia-Pacific, The Boston Consulting
Group (BCG). Sesh lyer is North America
Regional Chair, BCG X. The views
expressed are personal

Medals quest: Focus
on a few core sports

ne silver, five bronze, six fourth-place
O finishes and one medal lost to rules — that is

the sum total of what India has achieved at
the Paris Olympics. It may, at first glance, seem like
a poor outcome given that India sent 117 athletes to
the Games. But, if even a couple of those fourth-
place finishes — the most for India at any Olympic
Games — had come through, the country might
have had its best-ever Games. The gold medal was
missing, but very rarely can it be guaranteed, and it
took a very special throw to beat Neeraj Chopra into
second place. One reading of this is that Indian
sportspersons are definitely performing better than
before and that, in turn, suggests the focus on sport
will start to pay off sooner rather than later.

That focus, now, must be on how to convert these
near misses to medals. And that requires a plan and
professionalism. It also requires India to
concentrate on a few core sports rather than spread
the net too wide. China, with 40 gold medals, is
sitting atop the medals table, with 23 of those
medals having come in just four sports — diving,
table tennis, shooting and weightlifting. The Unites
States has 40 golds, with 22 coming from athletics
and swimming. Seven of Australia’s 18 golds came
in swimming. Japan’'s 20 gold medals got a huge
boost from three sports that earned 14 of them.

The math is evident. India needs to double down
on shooting, wrestling and boxing. It will take time,
money and a sense of adventure to realise the
country’s dream but one key ingredient, the
athletes, is there. That is where it all begins.

{ GRAND STRATEGY }
Happymon Jacob

Interests, not friendship,
determine foreign policy

hen former Bangladesh Prime

Minister (PM) Sheikh Hasina fled

to India last week, there was a

strong sentiment in India that
India must stand by its friends. ‘Standing by
our friends’ meant two things here: As a
humanitarian gesture towards Hasina, and as
an Indian intervention in Bangladesh to set
things right. The humanitarian argument
stressed the importance of helping a friendly
leader by giving asylum. The interventionist
argument claimed that India, as the region’s
dominant power and an aspiring great power,
must act when a key pro-India leader in the
neighbourhood is ousted from power, as
doing nothing would show India in poor light.

The great power argument is delusional.
We are simply past that age in our neighbour-
hood. The humanitarian argument, while
sound, is not sufficient to deal with the Bang-
ladesh problem, today and going forward. But
the underlying assumption of both arguments
— “We must help the India-friendly leader” —
is problematic by itself. Thus, we must revisit
some of our deeply-held assumptions about
the utility of friendship and the friend vs foe
binary in the conduct of foreign policy.

Adversarial states tend to hinder each
other’s foreign policy pursuits because they
primarily have clashing interests, not because
they dislike each other. Sometimes adversa-
ries cooperate, especially when they think
doing so helps their interests. Friendly States
assist each other in their foreign policy pur-
suits when they perceive mutual value in each
other’s objectives. But even friends are
unlikely to support each other if their inter-
ests clash. Cooperation among States is pri-
marily a function of synergy in interest and
not based on friendship or enmity. For sure,
friendship does provide an environment of
trust, but that alone is not enough for the pur-
suit of interests, as trust is also a function of
cominon interests.

What forms friendship among States?
Friendships are formed through common
interests, threats, and priorities; however,
friendship alone does not create common
interests. Therefore, States that claim to be
best friends with each other are primarily
serving their national interests. For example,
at the core, the United States (US) and India
are not friends; they are States with over-
whelming mutual interests. Japan and India
work together because of common interests
and threats, not just friendship.

There are inherent limits to the utility of
friendship in the pursuit of foreign policy
goals. For one, friendly countries don't do
things for each other sacrificing their inter-

THERE ARE INHERENT
LIMITS TO THE UTILITY OF
FRIENDSHIP IN FOREIGN
POLICY. FOR ONE, FRIENDLY
COUNTRIES DONT DO
THINGS FOR EACH OTHER,
SACRIFICING THEIR
INTERESTS AND TARGETS

ests. Second, if you identify certain political
leaders in another country as friendly and
others as unfriendly, the adversaries of your
friends in that country might see you as
unfriendly. Third, friendship can also become
a liability. Sometimes, {riends can pressurise
you to do things that might not be in your
national interest. Therefore, while friendship
may be a virtue in domestic politics and social
settings, it could become a liability in the pur-
suit of foreign policy goals.

While having friendly countries, or friendly
leaders in difficult countries, is useful, there is
an inbuilt hierarchy that a State’s decision-
makers must keep in mind — interest first,
and friendship later. So, if the pursuit of inter-
est requires a State to sacrifice friendships, it
must do that. We must not forget what such
friendships are for — to cater to our interests.

The transatlantic relationship, between the
US and Europe, is often said to be one among
friends — and yet, there too is an interests-
driven relationship. The US needs Europe for
the preservation of a US-led world order.
Europe needs the US for security. They indeed
share religious and cultural ties too. But, reli-
gious and cultural ties alone can’t guarantee
strong partnerships; geopolitics in West Asia
or our region would testify to that.

In the early 2000s, the US and India started
negotiating to stabilise their bilateral relation-
ship after a difficult period not because they
wanted to be friends, but because each side
had/has powerful interests in developing a
strong strategic partnership. India and the US
may call each other friends, as would Austra-
lia and India, but at the end of the day, these
relationships are based on interests. The more
powerful their mutual interests, the stronger
friendships among States would be.

So, what should be India’s policy towards
Bangladesh in the wake of Hasina's ouster?
First of all, India must clearly identify its inter-
ests as opposed to getting caught in a self-de-
feating friends vs enemies formulation. India’s
interests vis-a-vis Bangladesh pertain to illegal
immigration, safety of minorities in Bangla-
desh, security in states bordering the country,
Indian businesses there, and the China factor.
With these in mind, New Delhi should reach
out to whoever is in power in Dhaka today and
in future, and highlight how a stable relation-
ship helps both sides. As a matter of fact,
Bangladesh needs India more than India
needs Bangladesh. Giving asylum to Hasina is
a humanitarian gesture, but allowing the
ousted PM to use India as a platform for politi-
cal activity may hurt India’s interests vis-a-vis
Bangladesh, for States take precedence over
individuals in international relations.

This logic applies to India’s relationships
with other states in the neighbourhood as
well. This is not the age of regime change or
interventions. So, focus on the pursuit of
interests and not the cultivation of individuals
because interests unlike friendships are trans-
ferable from one regime to another, and inter-
ests come with less baggage than friendships.

Happymon Jacob teaches India’s foreign

policy at JNU, and is the founder of the Council for
Strategic and Defence Research. The views
expressed are personal
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To really stop Russian terror, |
we need ... strong decisions

from partners — decisions
that will remove restrictions
on our defensive actions

HT

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

This Indepeence Day,
guard against radicalism

hree days from today, India will be cel-

ebrating its 78th Independence Day —

the day the country was born. Birth-

days, they say, are days to reflect on
one’s life: The gains and losses; the mistakes
one has made, and the ways and means to rec-
tify them. On August 15, what should India,
and we as Indians, be reflecting upon?

To begin with, let’s look at things to be
proud of. We remain a largely peaceful coun-
try despite the turmoil in our neighbourhood.
Take Bangladesh for instance. Violence has
claimed more than 450 lives in that country.
The situation deteriorated to the extent that
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed had to
leave her nation once again. Now an interim
government is fighting to bring the situation
under control.

However, those now labelling Hasina asa
deluded dictator had once waited for her to
return to power in Bangladesh with bated
breath. These people forget that within four
years of Bangladesh being liberated in 1971,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, whom that country
titled “father of the nation”, was assassinated
at his official residence. Hasina was away
from the country then; else, she would have
met the same fate. Since then, fortunately, no
head of government has been killed in Bangla-
desh, though it has seen many coups. Hasina
herself returned to power in 2008 after a
series of particularly violent demonstrations.

The next 15 years were hers. Though she
helped strengthen the economy, she also
metamorphosed into a dictator in the garb of
democracy. Over time, the facade of democ-
racy she put up has fallen apart. She won the
last general election in June solely by suppres-
sion and subversion. The Bangladeshis hadn't
expected this from her. They took to the
streets and dethroned her.

But the chaos also emboldened the anar-
chists. The way chief justice Obaidul Hassan
was forced to resign following a siege of the
Bangladeshi supreme court is terrifying. The
way Hindus are being targeted in the country
over the past few days is also deeply worrying
for India. I am reminded of a statement an
Indian diplomat stationed in Dhaka had made
two years ago: “In 10 years, Bangladesh would
turn into Afghanistan.” Is that fear coming
true? Maybe.

There is instability elsewhere, too. In Nepal,
monarchy was replaced by democracy in

2008, but a stable government has eluded that
country since. Myanmar, in turn, has been
under the thumb of the junta, while Sri Lanka
saw a Bangladesh-like situation only a few
months ago. As for the Maldives, president
Mohamed Muizzu was elected democratically
but has shown little inclination to uphold
democratic values, evident from the fact that
he removed and jailed two of his ministers on
charges of “black magic”.

Only India stands tall as a beacon of
democracy in South Asia. We have had our
share of instability. During the last seven-and-
a-half decades, the country has been run by
coalition governments for 30 years. Charan
Singh, VP Singh, Chandrashekhar, Inder
Kumar Gujral, and HD Deve Gowda have all
led coalitions for short stints. Still, we have
held on to our belief in democracy. Is that ade-
quate? Absolutely not. As we move towards
another Independence Day, we must remain
alert against subversive forces. As the events
unfolded in Bangladesh, fly-by-night experts
mushroomed on social media making a “kill-
ing” from doomsday predictions for India.
They had done the same for Sri Lanka and
Pakistan. Irresponsible statements by politi-
cians embolden such elements. A few days
ago, a former foreign minister shocked every-
one when he claimed India, too, can witness
violent demonstrations as in Bangladesh. We
all know that India is not Pakistan, Bangla-
desh or Sri Lanka. Our size, diversity and tra-
dition of co-existence stop us from going
down a slippery slope. But some experts say:
If our ‘relative’ Pakistan can lose its way, why
can't we? What they forget is that on August
15,1947, we shunned British slavery but not
our legacy of Indian-ness.

Pakistan tried to create a new identity
based on religion and ended up destroying
itself. Bangladesh is dealing with the same
malady. Even when the ambassadors of
peace, the Buddhists, in Myanmar and Sri
Lanka tried to conduct Bangladesh-like exper-
iments, they fell flat. It's because we shouldn't
forget religion is a part of culture and not the
other way around.

Radicalism is poison for the subcontinent.
Independence Day reminds us of this fact
every year.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan. The
views expressed are personal
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday released
109 high-yielding, climate-resil-
ient varieties of 65 crops in the
national capital’s Pusa complex,
the government’s farm-research
hub, asking agricultural scien-
tists to engage with farmers once
every month.

The Prime Minister released
seeds and planting material at
three sites in demonstration
fields of the state-run Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR). He was accompanied by
Union agriculture minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan along with
ministers of state Bhagirath
Choudhary and Ram Nath Tha-
kur.

Interacting with scientists,
Modi said experts from the
ICAR, agricultural universities
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (dis-
trict farm science centres)
should “proactively interact with
farmers and inform them about
new varieties and technology
every month”.

Modi also met a group of
farmers and sought their views
and suggestions for the govern-
ment. He asked farmers to adopt
technologies for value addition
and diversify their crops.

High-vielding and climate tol-
erant crops, he said, would cut
costs for farmers and offer

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with farmers and
scientists at the India Agricultural Research Institute, Pusain New
Delhion Sunday. Union minister of agriculture and farmers’

welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan is also present.

enhanced nutrition to consum-
ers.

Climate-change adaptation
has become urgent for the
world's second-biggest grower of
wheat and rice, and the largest
producer of onion, sugar and
banana, experts say. Intense

HTPHOTO

heatwaves and an irregular
monsoon have dented output of
wheat and pulses in the past two
years, stoking food prices. “India
is one of the most climate-vul-
nerable countries; there is a
greater need for adaptive strate-
gies in agriculture,” the govern-

Modi releases over 100
climate-resilient crops

ment's Economic
2023-24 states.

Chouhan said the government
was focusing on a “lab to land”
approach so that “science
reaches the farmer directly”. The
new varieties, seeds of which
now need to be produced on a
large scale, will fully reach farm-
ers’ fields in three years, he said.

The traits unveiled on Sunday
include rice that can withstand
submergence or flooding, cli-
mate-resilient guava, a green
gram variety especially custom-
ized for the national capital
region, buckwheat, heat-tolerant
durum wheat, high-calcium fin-
ger millet, cashew, pure-line ash-
wagandha (withania somnifera,
a herb) and a superior mango
variety, among a slew of other
strains.

The varieties include 34 field
crops and 27 horticultural traits.
The field crops include millets,
forage crops, oilseeds, pulses,
sugarcane, cotton and a clutch of
fibre plants. The ICAR continu-
ally conducts research and
develops newer traits and seeds
of all key crops.

“We still have one of the low-
est yields per hectare in many
crops. Production is high but
productivity is low. Due to limi-
tations of horizontal land expan-
sion, agriculture can only grow
vertically. This calls for vigorous
research,” said VK Singh, a
former scientist with ICAR.

Survey

NURSERY STUDENT | |
RAPED BY SCHOOL
VAN DRIVER IN
JAMSHEDPUR

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMSHEDPUR: A 30-year-old
school van driver was arrested
for allegedly raping a nursery
student in Jamshedpur, a senior
police officer said on Sunday:.

The incident took place in the
city’s Mango area on Friday.
The accused, identified as Jai-
shree Tiwary from Daiguttu,
was arrested by a special police
team three hours after an FIR
was registered by the survivor's
mother on Saturday, said SP
(City and Rural) Rishava Gard
in a press conference.

The incident came to light
when the three-and-a-half-year-
old girl complained of stomach
pain and narrated how Tiwary
committed the crime after she
came back from school on Fri-
day.

Upon filing the complaint on
Saturday, senior superintendent
Kishore Kaushal formed a spe-
cial police team and directed
them to apprehend the culprit
as per the provisions of the
Pocso Act, the SP said.

Gard said that the accused
has been placed in judicial cus-
tody and the school van has also
been impounded.

A medical check up of the
minor has also been carried out,
police said, with a female police
officer gathering details of the
incident at the minor's house.

Police have taken the inci-
dent seriously, the SP said as he
assured the girl's family that a
charge sheet will be filed within
a week.

11 B'DESH NATIONALS
HELD WHILE TRYING

TOENTER INDIA

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW JALPAIGURI: Eleven Bangla-
desh nationals have been appre-
hended while trying to infiltrate
into India over the last 24 hours,
the Border Security Force (BSF)
said in a statement on Sunday.

Of these 11 arrested, four were
caught at the North Bengal and
South Bengal frontiers while seven
were found infiltrating at the
Meghalaya border. Two other
Bangladesh nationals were caught
for smuggling in South Bengal.

To be sure, BSF statement did
not clarify if any of the Bangladesh
nationals were victims of the vio-
lence taking place across the bor-
der. “The seven men caught at the
border in Meghalaya claimed their
case is not connected to the unrest.
They entered India to find better
job opportunities. They were
caught because of the high alert at
the border. The other four are
being questioned by the police,” an
official aware of the matter said.

BSF also held a meeting of all
inspector generals, conducted by
the additional director general of
the Eastern Command on Sunday,
where officers were told to ensure
and continue “close collaboration
with the Border Guards Bangla-
desh (BGB)".

On Friday, the home ministry
appointed ADG Eastern Com-
mand Ravi Gandhi as the chair-
person of the committee that will
maintain communication with the
BGB for safety of Indians and
minorities in Bangladesh. “BSF has
held multiple flag meetings with
BGB to sort out mutual issues ami-
cably,” a BSF spokesperson said.

‘Rahul may be called for ED questioning’

Neeraj Chauhan

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) may soon
summon leader of opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gan-
dhi, for questioning in connec-
tion with its money laundering
probe into the affairs of Con-
gress-run National Herald
newspaper, highly placed offi-
cials familiar with the develop-
ment said.

A fresh round of questioning
of the Congress leader may be
needed as the agency wants to
conclude its probe into the
irregularities, in which it has
already attached assets worth
751 crore, they added, asking
not to be named.

The Rae Bareli member of
Parliament was earlier interro-
gated by ED for nearly 40 hours
in four sittings in June 2022
about his role in the day-to-day
functioning of Young Indian
Pvt Ltd (YI), a company in
which he is a majority stake-

Rahul Gandhi

holder along with his mother
Sonia Gandhi, the acquisition
of Associated Journals Ltd
(AJL) by YI; a loan of 390.21
crore given by the All India
Congress Committee (AICC) to
AJL; and transactions related
to the development of a prop-
erty in Mumbai.

Sonia Gandhi, too, was ques-
tioned in the case for about 11
hours spread over three days in
July 2022.

“We are looking to conclude
the Associated Journals Ltd
(AJL) probe and file a prosecu-
tion complaint (ED’s equivalent
of charge sheet) so that case

Sunday.

Wife of former Manipur MLA
dies in explosion at home

IMPHAL: The wife of former Manipur
MLA Yamthong Haokip succumbed to
injuries sustained in a suspected blast at
their residence in the Kuki-dominated
Kangpokpi district, officials said on

The incident took place on Saturday
at Yamthong's residence in E Mulam
village, officials said. An explosion
occurred when Charubala (59) was
burning waste items, the MLA said. No
other casualties were reported,

D

AIADMK chief slams TN govt

over plans to hold F-4 race

SALEM: ATADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami on Sunday
slammed the ruling DMK in Tamil Nadu
for its plan to conduct the Formula 4
night street race in the city allegedly
using taxpayers money and batted for
taking up welfare projects. It would be
appropriate for government to use the
funds for the welfare of the people by
implementing various developmental
projects instead of utilising public funds
for such events, he said.

goes to trial. All connected per-
sons including Rahul Gandhi
may be called soon,” said one of
the people, an ED officer.

It was not clear if the finan-
cial crimes probe agency is
considering calling Sonia Gan-
dhi also for questioning one
more time.

Last week, Rahul Gandhi
claimed that ED was planning
to raid him following his Chak-
ravyuh speech during the dis-
cussion on the Union budget in
the just concluded session of
Parliament. He added he would
be waiting for the central probe
agency with open arms as ED
“insiders” told him that a raid
was being planned.

Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said on Friday: “I
have always looked upon ED’s
role in the AJL case as bizarre,
truly unfathomable. Where no
property was ever transferred,
where there is and could be no
movement of money much less
proceeds of crime, where the
end shareholder is a not-for-

profit company, this is
strange case of neither mnney
movement, nor property move-
ment and hence the per se
inapplicability of the PMLA
law. If ED wants to call Rahul
Gandhi for harassment or for
coffee, it is their wish.”

During previous rounds of
questioning, both Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi told ED officials
that Young Indian Pvt Ltd is a
not-for-profit company and
that financial transactions of
the National Herald's parent
company Associated Journals
Limited (taken over by Young
Indian in 2010) were handled
by the late Moti Lal Vora.

The agency, while attaching
the assets of AJL and YI in
November 2023, claimed that a
criminal conspiracy was
hatched to give control of prop-
erties worth “hundreds of cro-
res of rupees” of Associated
Journals Limited (AJL) to the
“beneficial owners” of Young
Indian, Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi.

MP Supriya Sule alleges her
phone, WhatsApp hacked

PUNE: MP Supriya Sule alleged on
sunday that her phone and WhatsApp
were hacked. In a poston X, the
Baramati legislator requested people to
not call or text her.

“Urgent: My phone and WhatsApp
have been hacked. Please do not call or
text me. I have reached out to the police
for help,” Sule wrote on X. The NCP(SP)
leader later filed a police complaint at
the Pune Rural police station, following
which the issue was fixed.

Dedicated university
on the anvil to affiliate
madrasas, says UP min

HTC and agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: In a bid to overhaul
the process of granting recogni-
tion to madrasas, the Uttar Pra-
desh government is planning to
set up a “dedicated university for
affiliating the madrasas for
higher education”, state’s minor-
ity welfare minister Om Prakash
Rajbhar has said.

“Madrasas are free to teach
Urdu, Arabic and Persian, but
the government is committed to
ensuring compulsory teaching of
Hindi, maths and social science.
The three subjects will be made
compulsory for all the madrasas
across UP,” he said. “The govern-
ment also wishes to improve the
quality of higher education at
the madrasas. For that, the
department proposes to have a
dedicated university for affiliat-
ing the madrasas for higher edu-
cation. Soon, an official proposal
in this regard will be made
betore the government.”

At present, madrasas in the
state are recognised by the UP
Board of Madrasa Education.

Citing a letter by the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) dated
June 7, then Uttar Pradesh chief
secretary Durga Shankar Mishra

Om Prakash Rajbhar

on June 26 issued directions to
all district magistrates on chil-
dren studying in madrassas.

In its letter, NCPCR directed
that all non-Muslim students in
government-funded madrasas
be admitted to schools of the
Basic Education Council to pro-
vide them formal education.

UP has nearly 25,000 madrasas,
of which 16,500 are government
recognised, including 560 govern-
ment-aided. Around 8,500 madra-
sas are not recognised by the UP
Board of Madrasa Education.

Chairman of UP board of
madrasa education [ftikhar
Ahmed Javed on Sunday said the
state government is going to take
such a big step regarding madras-
sas but the board has no informa-
tion about this. "It has never been
seen or heard before that any edu-
cation board will be affiliated to a
university,” he said.

DELHI, GGM FLOODED

warning of “light to moderate
rain”, which the agency defines as
showers between 2.5mm and
64.4mm. The agency only
upgraded this alert to “orange” at
9am on Sunday. By then, though,
large swathes of Gurugram and
several parts of Delhi were
already inundated.

IMD classifies rainfall between
2.5mm and 15.5mm as “light”,
between 15.6mm and 64.4mm as
“moderate” and upwards of that
as “heavy’.

Data from Gurugram's auto-
matic weather station (AWS)
showed that the city received
20.5mm rain in the 24 hours till
8.30am on Sunday, much of it
after 5.30am. The city then
received another 80mm in the
next nine hours, data from the
same station showed, pushing the
rain well past “moderate” and
deep into the "heavy” zone.

The agency’s prediction also
missed its mark in some parts of
Delhi. For instance, Najafgarh
received 36.5mm of rain till
8.30am. During the same period,
the Ridge and Delhi University
stations in north Delhi clocked
35.6mm and 27.5mm of rain
respectively.

The showers continued into
the afternoon.

Between 8.30am and 5.30pm,
Najafgarh received another
28.5mm, even as sharp spells bat-
tered more parts of the city,
including Mayur Vihar (57mm),
Aya Nagar (49.4mm), Palam
(45.2mm), Lodhi Road (30.8mm)

and Safdarjung (28.8mm), which
is Delhi’s base weather station.

Safdarjung has now received
185mm of rain this month. Its
monthly average for August is
233.1mm.

IMD did not comment on its
missed predictions.

The agency’s predictions have
been inaccurate on a string of
occasions. For instance, on June
28, when the monsoon arrived in
Delhi-NCR, the agency initially
issued a forecast of “light to mod-
erate rain”. However, Delhi was
pummelled by upwards of
200mm rain. More recently, on
August 1, several stations in Delhi
recorded over 100mm in rainfall,
even as the initial forecast was for
“light to moderate” rain.

An IMD official on Sunday
evening said the rain "will con-
tinue till the early hours of Mon-
day”.

Mahesh Palawat, vice-presi-
dent at Skymet, a private weather
forecaster, said that two cyclonic
circulations —one over northeast
Rajasthan and another over
southeast Uttar Pradesh - fed the
region moisture, apart from the
monsoon trough passing over
Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR).

“These factors combined to
feed moisture and it remained
overcast throughout the day.
[ntermittent rain is expected to
continue on Monday, with most
places recording similar moder-
ate showers. Isolated parts may
even record heavy rain,” he said.

The showers hobbled com-

HOW WELFARE SCHEMES FARE }

The burden of health

Neelanjan Sircar
letters@hindustantimes.com

n recent years, the Indian

government has made sig-

nificant strides in reducing

the burden of health
expenditure on the common
citizen. According to the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
out-of-pocket-expenditure
shrunk from about 74% of total
health expenditure in 2001 to
about 50% of total health
expenditure in 2021, A particu-
lar focus of the government has
been to reduce the burden of
severe economic shocks due to
“catastrophic” health care
expenditure such as hospitali-
sation. In 2018, the government
introduced the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY),
popularly known as Ayushman
Bharat, which provides ¥5 lakh
cover upon admission into an
empaneled hospital for about
500 million Indians. In the
interim, several states such as
Andhra Pradesh and West Ben-
gal designed government
schemes with similar features
with different levels of cover
and effectiveness in the popula-
tion.

Yet, anecdotal evidence sug-
gests some inefficiencies in the
functioning of schemes such as
PM-JAY. A person must be
admitted into a hospital to
receive the benetfit, but a num-
ber of hospital procedures need
not require admission and still
generate exorbitant health
costs. Also, the scheme design
is “reactive” in that it does not
encourage investment in pre-
ventative health care from the
citizen or the provider. Fur-
thermore, hospitals may be
wary of encouraging patients to
avail of PM-JAY or similar
schemes, or may not be incen-
tivised to provide high-quality
health care, if they perceive the
reimbursements under the
scheme to be insufficient and
lacking in promptness as com-
pared to private insurance
schemes.

Without structuring incen-
tives properly, there is a con-
cern that such measures may
fail to properly reach the
intended target population —
the poor most in need of health
expenditure assistance — and
oblige citizens to fall back on
out-of-pocket health expendi-
ture.

In order to understand the
character of catastrophic
health expenditure, Artha
Global's Centre for Rapid
Insights (CRI) asked respon-
dents, "The last time you or
someone in your household
was hospitalised/admitted in a
hospital, what was your pri-
mary mode of payment?”

The sample covered 6,755
respondents across 421 of
India’s 543 parliamentary con-
stituencies, and anchored to
population weights calculated
from the National Family and
Health Survey (NFHS) con-
ducted from 2019 to 2021, to
generate estimates relatively
representative of India as a
whole.

Overall, we found that a little
over a quarter of households in
the population (29%) avail of
some kind of government
scheme to cover catastrophic
health expenditure.

Even with significant growth

care on India’s poorest
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in government assistance, we
found a little over one-half of
the population (53%) still
required out-of-pocket cata-
strophic health care expendi-
ture, which naturally puts a
huge burden on the population
at large. A smaller, but signifi-
cant, share of the population
pay their expenditure through
either employer or private
insurance (18%).

This data is relatively con-
sistent with previous estimates
from Indian data such as the
National Sample Survey and
suggests that government
schemes still fail to meet health
care demand to a great extent.
Indeed, there is a concern that
health care demand is less elas-
tic than other expenditure —
meaning that citizens may be
more willing to pay out of
pocket if the government pro-
cedure is time-consuming and
onerous or if the quality of
health care provision is uncer-
tain.

When we further break
down the data by economic
well-being, the problems
become clearer.

The poorest in our popula-
tion, those who do not own a
vehicle, are much more likely
to pay out-of-pocket (60%) than
those who own a scooter/bike

1 10

2 Wheeler

No Vehicle

(48%) or car (40%). At the same
time, the proportion of those
availing of a government
scheme remains relatively sim-
ilar across all economic classes
(the lesser out-of-pocket
expenditure for more well-off
populations is due to greater
private and employer insur-
ance coverage).

Two key points emerge from
this analysis. First, the market
inefficiencies identified above
have pernicious effects in
obliging citizens to pay health
expenses out of pocket, and are
only likely to be mitigated if cit-
izens have access to another
source (private or employer) of
insurance. Second, the rela-
tively universal nature of gov-
ernment schemes combined
with market inefficiencies gen-
erate a regressive structure in
which the target population
(the poor who are most in
need) are precisely those who
are the least protected.

The government has taken
the first steps in reducing out-
of-pocket health expenditure
across the population. But it is
now time to structure schemes
and incentives for health care
providers to reach those most
in need of assistance. As India
seeks to boost productivity and
economic growth, engendering
a healthier and happier popula-
tion at a lower cost will be criti-
cal.

This is the latest instalment in a
new series that uses insights from
rapid polling across the country
on topical issues. The polls are
run by the Artha Global's Centre
for Rapid Insights (CRI). Neelan-
jan Sircar is its director.

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

muters yet again.

The Delhi traffic police issued
advisories, asking people to avoid
waterlogged stretches, which
included the Mehrauli-Badarpur
Road; Outer Ring Road from Chi-
rag Dilli to Nehru Place; Anuvrat
Marg; Najafgarh Phirni Road and
Rohtak road, among others.

The Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD) said it received 25
complaints of either waterlogging
or fallen trees across the city.
Waterlogging was recorded at
Rohini's Sector 4, Sector 15
Dwarka, Naraina Industrial Area,
Rohini's sector 15, Sagarpur East,
Netaji Subhash Place, Prem
Nagar, Nawada, Mangolpuri and
Mukherjee Nagar.

Trees were uprooted at a string
of neighbourgoods, including
Mandawli, Madipur, Uttar Nagar,
Kamla Nagar, GK-1, Civil Lines,
Kalkaji, West Punjabi Bagh, Hari
Nagar, Bindapur and Rajouri
Garden, among other places.

Meanwhile, the wall of a gov-
ernment school in New Ashok
Nagar collapsed, crushing several
vehicles that were parked beside
it. No people were injured.

NATWAR SINGH
aries.

President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
external affairs minister S Jais-
hankar and Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh were among those
who paid tribute to Singh on
Sunday, describing him as a dis-
tinguished diplomat and prais-
ing his contributions to foreign

policy.

Modi said on X that Singh
“made rich contributions to the
world of diplomacy and foreign
policy” and was known for his
intellect and prolific writing.
“My thoughts are with his family
and admirers in this hour of
grief,” he said. In a post on X,
Jaishankar said Singh'’s “many
contributions include a vital role
in the July 2005 India-US
nuclear deal. His writings, espe-
cially on China, provided valua-
ble insights into our diplomacy.”

Singh joined IFS at the age of
22 in 1953 and one of his earliest
assignments abroad was in the
embassy in Beijing from 1956 to
1958.

Besides serving under high
commissioner Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit in the mission in London
and in India’s permanent mis-
sion to the UN in New York from
1961 to 1966, he was deputed to
the Prime Minister's Office
under then prime minister
Indira Gandhi between 1966 and
1971,

His other assignments abroad
include stints as ambassador to
Poland (1971-73), deputy high
commissioner to the UK
(1973-77) and envoy to Pakistan
(1980-82).

After quitting the IFS in 1984,
Singh was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Bharatpur constitu-
ency in Rajasthan as a represent-
ative of the Congress party. In
1985, he became a minister of
state for steel, coal and minesin
the government headed by Rajiv

Gandhi. In 1986, he became min-
ister of state for external affairs.

Singh'’s differences with prime
minister PV Narasimha Rao led
to his leaving the Congress and
forming the All India Indira Con-
gress party along with fellow dis-
sidents ND Tiwari and Arjun
Singh. Singh returned to the
Congress in 1998 and was
re-elected to the Lok Sabha from
Bharatpur.

When the Congress returned
to power at the Centre in 2004,
prime minister Manmohan
Singh appointed him external
affairs minister.

Though Singh resigned after
he was named by the Paul Volc-
ker Committee in Iraq’s oil-for-
food scandal, he always rejected
the charges levelled against him.
Singh had been accused of writ-
ing letters to officials in the Sad-
dam Hussein regime to intro-
duce businessman Andaleeb
Sehgal, a friend of his son Jagat
Singh, and recommending Seh-
gal for contracts under the
UN-sponsored oil-for-food pro-
gramme,

Singh was a prolific author
and loved reading. His autobiog-
raphy “One Life is Not Enough”,
published in 2014, was critical of
Manmohan Singh's role in seal-
ing the India-US nuclear deal. He
also angered the Congress with
his criticism of the party’s lead-
ership in his autobiography.

His death drew condolences
across party lines.

In a post on X, President
Murmu said: "Sad to learn about

the demise of former Union min-
ister Shri K. Natwar Singh. In his
long career, he wore many hats,
from a distinguished diplomat to
an outstanding parliamentarian.
Honoured with Padma Bhushan,
he was also a renowned man of
letters. My heartfelt condolences
to his family, friends and follow-
ers.”

External affairs minister Jais-
hankar wrote: “His many contri-
butions include a vital role in the
July 2005 India - US nuclear
deal. His writings, especially on
China, provided wvaluable
insights into our diplomacy.”

Congress parliamentarian
Ramesh said Singh “left behind
his footprints on the sands of
time.”

“A hugely engaging political
personality. A distinguished for-
eign service officer. A cultured
man of letters and noted author
with a few classics to his credit.
A walking encyclopaedia of the
worlds of Nehru and Indira Gan-
dhi. A delightful conversational-
ist, storyteller and ready wit. A
man whose correspondence
with varied men and women are
the stuff of history. A wonderful
and generous friend with his
hospitality and his ever-sharp
memory and his deep archive.
Natwar Singh was all this and
much more. He has just passed
away after leading a full and
richly variegated life,” Ramesh
said on X.

Singh is survived by his wife
Heminder Kumari Singh and
son Jagat Singh.
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Hit Hamas command centre
in Gaza scho ol, claims Israel

Turkey said the attack
showed that Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's govt
‘intends to sabotage
the negotiations for a
permanent ceasefire’

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

JERUSALEM: A deadly Israeli
strike on Gaza City that drew
international condemnation
was aimed at a Hamas “com-
mand and control centre”
embedded within a school and
adjacent mosque, Israel’s mili-
tary said. Hamas authorities in
Gaza estimated about 100 peo-
ple were killed in Saturday’s
missile attack. The figures
couldn’t be independently veri-
fied and Hamas authorities
don't distinguish between civil-
ian and combatant casualties.

US Vice-President Kamala
Harris, who's running to
replace President Joe Biden in
the White House in November,
rebuked Israel for civilian casu-
alties while affirming its “right
to go after the terrorists that are
Hamas”. “Yet again, far too
many civilians have been
killed,” she told reporters on
Saturday during a campaign
swing in the western US. "We
need a hostage deal, and we
need a ceasefire. The deal needs
to get done, and it needs to get
done now.”

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDG) said about 20 “Hamas and
Islamic Jihad militants, includ-
ing senior commanders”, were
embedded within the
Al-Taba'een school. They were
using the compound “to carry
out terrorist attacks,” IDF
spokesman Nadav Shoshani
said on the X social media site.

Several European and Middle
Eastern countries condemned
Saturday’s strike along with
Israel’s repeated targeting of
school buildings.

France condemned the strike
“in the firmest of terms”. The
foreign ministry of Qatar, which
along with the US and Egypt has
been trying to get a new round
of ceasefire talks going, called
the bombing a “brutal crime
against defenceless civilians”.

The school was located adja-
cent to a mosque in Daraj Tuf-
fah, which serves as a shelter for
the residents of Gaza, said the
IDF. Local Gaza authorities said

,.-!r/‘/
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Shrouded bodies are laid down at the al- Maaumdam hospital, following an Israell strike that killed nearly 100 people in a school
sheltering displaced Palestinians in Gaza City,amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Hamas movement, on Saturday.  Arp

\‘l

At least 10 schools
were targeted in
the last [few]
weeks. There’s no
justification for
these massacres.

JOSEP BORRELL,
EU's foreign palicy chief

the dead included women and
children,

Israel issues fresh
evacuation orders
Hundreds of Gazans fled the

northern neighbourhoods of

Khan Younis on Sunday after
Israel issued fresh evacuation
orders ahead of a new operation
against Palestinian militants it
says have taken refuge there.
Early in the morning the
army dropped leaflets and sent
mobile phone messages telling
residents to leave the Al-Jalaa
area of Khan Younis, which was
already considered a humani-

lran has decided
to attack lsrael

WASHINGTON: The Isra-
eli intelligence commu-
nity believes Iran has
decided to attack Israel
directly and may do so
within days, Axios
reported on Sunday, cit-
ing two sources.

The attack would be in
retaliation for the killing
of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran in
late July.

Israel has not claimed
or denied responsibility
for the killing. REUTERS

tarian safe zone. The military
warned Al-Jalaa will become a
“dangerous combat zone”, forcing
Palestinians already displaced
numerous times by the Gaza war
to pack up and leave looking for a
new shelter. Families gathered
their meagre belongings and left
the area, fearing fresh missile
strikes and fighting, AFP journal-
ists reported.

{ IRAN }

Prez names Cabinet
amid Israel tensions

TEHRAN: Iran’s reformist Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian has
picked an architect of the 2015
nuclear deal as his foreign min-
ister and an industry veteran for
the top job in oil. Pezeshkian
presented his nominee minis-
ters to parliament on Sunday,
state TV reported, as the Islamic
Republic repeated its intention
to retaliate against Israel after
the killing of a top Hamas leader
in Tehran on July 31.

Pezeshkian's proposed minis-
ters still have to be approved by
the parliament, which is domi-
nated by hard liners opposed to
reviving the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment with world powers. Former
US President Donald Trump
exited the accord in 2018.

[f Pezeshkian’s choices for
the top jobs are rejected, that
will leave ministers from the
administration of the late hard-

line cleric Ebrahim Raisi in
charge of key portfolios, until he
can name alternatives.

Abbas Araghchi, who served
in the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and was a nuclear
negotiator under former Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani, has been
nominated to run Iran’s foreign
ministry. At the oil ministry,
Pezeshkian has chosen Mohsen
Paknejad for the top job. He has
held several positions as the
state-run National Iranian Oil
Co. including a stint as acting
managing director.

Pezeshkian has also nomi-
nated one woman, Farzaneh
Sadegh, who would become only
the second Iranian woman to
hold a ministerial post since the
Islamic republic was established
in 1979. The 48-year-old is likely
to head the ministry of roads and
urban development.  AGENCIES

Trump campaign says it
was hacked, blames Iran

Reuters

letters @hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s
US presidential campaign said
on Saturday some of its internal
communications were hacked
and blamed the Iranian govern-
ment, citing past hostilities
between Trump and Iran with-
out providing direct evidence.

The Republican’s campaign
statement came shortly after
news website Politico reported
it had begun receiving emails in
July from an anonymous source
offering authentic documents
from inside Trump's operation,
including a report about run-
ning mate JD Vance’s “potential
vulnerabilities™.

“These documents were
obtained illegally from foreign
sources hostile to the United
States, intended to interfere
with the 2024 election and sow
chaos throughout our Demo-
cratic process,” Trump cam-
paign spokesperson Steven
Cheung said in a statement.

Late on Saturday, Trump
posted on his Truth Social a
that Microsoft had just
informed the campaign that
Iran had hacked one of its web-
sites. He cast blame on Iran,
adding they were “only able to
get publicly available informa-
tion”. He did not elaborate fur-
ther on the hack.

The Trump campaign
referred to a Friday report from
Microsoft researchers that said
Iranian government-tied hack-
ers tried breaking into the
account of a “high-ranking offi-
cial” on a US presidential cam-
paign in June. The hackers had
taken over an account belong-
ing to a former political adviser
and then used it to target the
official, the report said. That
report did not provide further
details on the targets’ identities.

wi' Ia

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump attends a rally

in Bozeman, Montana, on Friday.

A Microsoft spokesperson
declined to name the targeted
officials or provide additional
details after the report was pub-
lished.

Iran’s permanent mission to
the United Nations in New York
said in an email that “the Ira-
nian government neither pos-
sesses nor harbours any intent
or motive to interfere in the
United States presidential elec-
tion”. “We do not accord any
credence to such reports,” it
added in response to the Trump
campaign’s allegations.

On Friday, in response to
Microsoft’s findings, Iran’s UN
mission told Reuters its cyber
capabilities were “defensive and
proportionate to the threats it
faces”, and that it had no plans
to launch cyberattacks.

The former president had
tense relations with Iran while
in office.

Under Trump, the United
States killed Iranian military
commander Qassem Soleimani
in 2020 and withdrew from a
multilateral Iran nuclear deal.

AFP

CELINE DION JABS
TRUMP FOR
PLAYING "TITANIC
SONG AT RALLY

MONTREAL: Celine Diontook a

jab at Donald Trump on Satur-

day for using at an election rally
the song she wrote and sang for
the disaster movie Titanic,
about the ocean liner’s sinking.

The Republican presidential
candidate has been lampooned
on social media after playing
the 1997 track My Heart Will Go
On at a rally in the US state of
Montana on Friday, as a video of
Dion performing the song was
shown on a big screen.

Users on social media have
made analogies between
Trump’s campaign and the sink-
ing ship at the heart of the
James Cameron film.

Trump has appeared on the
back foot since Kamala Harris
replaced President Joe Biden in
the US election race for the
White House. AFP

Biden brands Trump a ‘danger’ to US;
says dropped out to aV01d ‘distraction’

WASHINGTON: President Joe
Biden, speaking in his first tele-
vised interview since dropping
out of the 2024 White House
race, warned that Republican
candidate Donald Trump was “a
genuine danger to American
security”, “Mark my words, if he
wins... this election, watch what
happens,” Biden told CBS News
in an interview broadcast on
Sunday. "It's a danger, he’s a
genuine danger to American
security.”

Biden also said he ended his
re-election bid after hearing
from congressional Democrats

Joe Biden

REUTERS

that he'd harm their chances in
November, and concluding that
he'd be “areal distraction” if he
stayed in the race.

“Polls we had showed that it

Working to ‘resolve attacks’

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s new
interim government said on
Sunday it was working to
“resolve attacks™ on Hindus and
other religious minorities
reported after the dramatic
ouster of autocratic premier
Sheikh Hasina.

Hindus are the largest minor-
ity faith in mostly Muslim Bang-
ladesh and are considered a
steadfast support base for
Hasina’s party, the Awami
League.

After Hasina's abrupt resig-
nation and flight abroad on
August 5 brought an end to her
15 years of autocratic rule, there
were numerous reports of
attacks against Hindu house-
holds, temples and businesses.

“The attacks on religious
minorities in some places have
been noted with grave concern,”
the interim Cabinet said in its
first official statement since its
Thursday appointment.

The Cabinet said it would
“immediately sit with the repre-
sentative bodies and other con-
cerned groups to find ways to
resolve such heinous attacks™.

The government, led by
Nobel peace laureate Muham-
mad Yunus, ordered "support”
for the families of protesters
who were killed in the weeks of
demonstrations culminating in
Hasina's departure.

It directed public funds to pay
for those injured in the unrest,
which began in July and killed
more than 450 people.

Institutional purge

Earlier in the day, a new chief
justice was sworn in to office
the day after his predecessor,
another Hasina ally accused of
sublimating the Supreme Court
to her government’s will, quit

on minorities: Bdesh govt

Rickshaw drivers pass army personnel standing guard in front of

the Shahbagh Police Station in Dhaka, on Saturday.

REUTERS

NEW DELHI: The son of
Bangladesh's toppled auto-
cratic leader thanked New
Delhi on Sunday for “saving
her life”, accused caretaker
authorities of allowing “mob
rule” and warned of chaos
ahead without swift elec-
tions. Sheikh Hasina, 76,
quit as prime minister on
August 5 after a student-led
uprising and fled by helicop-
ter to longtime ally India.
Hasina's son and former
government adviser,
US-based Sajeeb Wazed Joy,
53, criticised the interim
government as “completely

Son of ousted leader warns
of ‘chaos’ without swift polls

pﬂwerless and composed of
“figureheads”. “Right now in
Bangladesh, you have mob
rule,” he told AFP in an
interview from Washington.
Interim leader Muham-
mad Yunus has said he
wants elections "within a
few months”, but Wazed
warned of risks if they were
delayed. “It's in their best
interest to hold elections... to
have a return to a legitimate
government that has the
legitimacy of the people and
true authority,” he said.
“Otherwise, it's just going
to devolve into chaos.” AFP

following protester demands.
New top justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed studied at the University
of Dhaka, Oxtord and Tufts Uni-
versity in the United States.
Ahmed replaced Obaidul
Hassan after hundreds of pro-
testers gathered outside the

court to demand the latter step-
down. Appointed last year, Has-
san earlier oversaw a much-crit-
icised war crimes tribunal that
ordered the execution of
Hasina's opponents, and his
brother was her long-time sec-
retary.

/elensky says Ukraine’s shock
Kursk attack to pressure Russia

Reuters

letters@ hindustantimes.com

KYIV: President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky said Ukraine had
launched an incursion into Rus-
sian territory to “restore justice”
and pressure Moscow's forces,
in his first acknowledgement of
Kyiv's surprise offensive into
the western Kursk region.

Moscow’s forces on Sunday
were in their sixth day of
intense battle against Kyiv's
largest incursion into Russian
territory since the start of the
war, which left southwestern
parts of Russia vulnerable
before reinforcement started
arriving.

Russian authorities rushed to
evacuate residents and imposed
a sweeping security regime in

Russmn Army trut:ks damaged hy bhelhng by thE Ukralman
Armed Forces in the Kursk region of Russia. AP

three border regions on Satur-
day, while Belarus, a staunch
ally of Moscow, sent more
troops to its border with
Ukraine, accusing Kyiv of violat-
ing its air space.

In his nightly video address,
Zelensky said he had discussed

the operation with top Ukrain-
ian commander Oleksandr Syr-
skyi, vowing to respond in kind
after Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of its neighbour
in February 2022,

“Today, I received several
reports from Commander-in-

Chief Syrskyi regarding the
front lines and our actions to
push the war onto the aggres-
sor’s territory,” he said late on
Saturday. "Ukraine is proving
thatit can indeed restore justice
and is ensuring the exact kind of
pressure that is needed —pres-
sure on the aggressor.”

Russia’s defence ministry
said on Sunday it had destroyed
14 Ukrainian drones and four
Tochka-U tactical ballistic mis-
siles overnight over the Kursk
region, and 18 drones over other
Russian regions that Ukraine
frequently attacks.

In a statement, it called the
ground incursion, which mili-
tary analysts say caught the
Kremlin off-guard, “barbaric”
and said it made no military
sense.,

{
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Banksy unveils ani mal—themed work in London

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Banksy on Sunday
unveiled a new artwork in Lon-
don, depicting a shoal of fish on
a police sentry box, his seventh
animal-themed piece to surface
in the British capital over the
last week.

The series created by the elu-
sive street artist has sparked a
frenzy of media interest and
questions over its meaning.

Banksy — whose identity is
publicly unknown and the sub-

ject of feverish speculation —

confirmed on Instagram that
the latest to appear overnight, in
the City of London financial dis-
trict, was his own.

Prior to Sunday, they had all
been dark silhouette images, of
a goat, elephants, monkeys, a
woll, pelicans and a cat.

But the newest offering
appears to have been made
using translucent spray paint
on the sentry box’s glass win-
dows, turning it into what looks
like a giant fish tank.

Two police officers could be
seen examining the design and
taking pictures of it on Sunday.

“We are aware of criminal
damage to a City of London
Police box in Ludgate Hill,”
detective chief inspector Andy
Spooner said. He noted the
police force were “liaising” with
the local authority who own the
sentry box.
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A person looks at the new artwork of a cat, by the British artist

Banksy, on Edgware Road, in London, on Saturday.

REUTERS

was a neck-and-neck race; 1t
would have been down to wire,”
Biden said. “But what happened
was a number of my Demo-
cratic colleagues in the House
and Senate thought that I was
going to hurt them in their
races. And I was concerned if I
stayed in the race that would be
the topic.”

Biden, who endorsed Vice-
President Kamala Harris for the
Democratic nomination after
bowing out, said he thought "it
would be a real distraction” if he
continued to pursue his second-
term bid. AGENCIES

Philippines says
actions of China's

air force ‘reckless’
MANILA: Philippine
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. on Sunday
condemned Chinese air
force actions in waters
of the South China Sea
claimed by both
countries, calling the
actions “unjustified,
illegal and reckless”.
Manila and Beijing
accused each other on
Saturday of disrupting
their militaries’
operations around the
Scarborough Shoal in
the first incident since
Marcos took office in
2022, REUTERS

Rwanda's Kagame
sworn in for

fourth term

KIGALI: Rwanda's all-
powerful President
Paul Kagame was
sworn in on Sunday for
a fourth term after
sweeping to victory in
elections last month
with more than 99% of
the vote. On Sunday,
several dozen heads of
state and other digni-
taries from African
nations joined the
inauguration ceremony
at a packed 45,000-seat
stadiuminKigali. AfpP

Landfill site
collapses in
Uganda, 18 dead

KAMPALA: A vast
landfill site in the
Ugandan capital has
collapsed, killing at
least 18 people, the Red
Cross said. The collapse
in Kampala is believed
to have been triggered
by heavy rainfall over the
last few days.  AGENCIES
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CreditAccess looks to
ell off India business

Deal may value
India’s largest
microfinancier at
around $2.7 billion

Anirudh Laskar

anirudh.l@htlive.com

MUMBAI: India’s largest micro-
lender Credit Access Grameen
Ltd may soon have a new owner,
with its Dutch promoter looking
to exit, two people aware of the
development said.

The Netherlands-based Cred-
itAcccess India B.V,, which holds
a 66.56% stake, is seeking a valu-
ation of around $2.7 billion for
the microfinancier, the people
said, in what would be the big-
gest deal in India’s $51 billion
microfinance industry.

The promoters have already
hired investment bankers Jeffer-
ies, Barclays Investment Bank
and Bank of America to shortlist
buyers, said one of the people
cited above, both of whom spoke
on the condition of anonymity.

The investment bankers have
already reached out to some pri-
vately held banks and large
financial institutions, the people
cited above said. If the deal talks
go through, the takeover will
entail an open offer, since Credit-
Access Grameen is a listed firm.
It will also require approvals
from the Reserve Bank of India
and the Securities and Exchange
Board of India.

Promoters and investment
bankers are contemplating a val-
uation of ¥23,000-24,000 crore
for CreditAccess Grameen, said

The investment bankers have already reached out to some
privately held banks and large financial institutions. AFP

the two persons. According to its
Friday closing price, the com-
pany has a market value of
320,000 crore. "Given its unique
positioning and low cost to asset
supporting sustained interest
income margin growth, the busi-
ness of CreditAccess Grameen
should command 15-20% pre-
mium on the current market
value, and preliminary talks for
the potential takeover have
attracted several banks,” said the
first person.

CreditAcccess India B.V. is
backed by US-based private
equity firm Olympus Capital
Asia, Asian Development Bank, a
clutch of family offices and high
net-worth individuals. With
gross loan assets of 326,700
crore at the end of FY24, Credit-
Access Grameen is the country’s
largest among 87 microfinance
firms.

In the promoter group
entity—CreditAccess India B.V.—
Olympus Capital Asia, a fund

that focuses on mid-cap Asian
firms, alone holds 15%.

Emails sent to CreditAccess
[ndia B.V., ADB, Olympus Capi-
tal, CreditAccess Grameen,
Paolo Brichetti (founder of Cred-
itAccess India), as well as to
Daniel Mintz and Frederick
Long (founders of Olympus)
remained unanswered. Barclays
Investment Bank declined to
comment. Spokespersons from
Jefferies and Bank of America
declined to comment on the
story

Asian Development Bank
owns 9% in the promoter entity,
while around 50% is held collec-
tively by a bunch of family offi-
ces and HNIs. To be sure, Credit-
Access India B.V. has been
reducing stake in the lender over
the past year. In June 2023, it
sold 5.8% of its stake worth
about 21,100 crore through a
block deal.

Founded in 1999 in south Ben-
galuru as a non-government

organization by T. Muniswa-
mappa Trust (TMT) to support
bottom-of-the-pyramid women
and their entrepreneurial activi-
ties, CreditAccess Grameen sur-
vived multiple crises in the
microfinance space over the past
decade to became a non-banking
finance company in microfi-
nance (NBFC-MFI) business
under the supervision of Reserve
Bank of India in 2007. It was
taken over by the Amsterdam
based promoters in 2014. The
company lends in 16 states via
1,976 branches.

In its early years, The Gram-
een Trust, Bangladesh had pro-
vided $35,000 in seed capital
funding to TMT for replicating
the Grameen Bank Bangladesh
microfinance model that was
inspired by Bangladesh’s Nobel
laureate Muhammad Yunus.

In FY24, total income touched
25,172.65 crore, from ¥3,550.8
crore in FY23 and just %147.8
crore in 2014 when the Amster-
dam-based promoter took over.
Since listing in August 2018, its
stock has gone up from 422 to
31,253.

According to a 12 April 2024
report by Goldman Sachs, Cred-
itAccess may continue to grow
faster than its rivals in the com-
ing days. It said CreditAccess’s
district-based expansion strat-
egy has enabled “lower credit
costs and higher operating lever-
age’.

“This approach is expected to
drive major growth, with a pro-
jected loan book of approxi-
mately 2 51,900 crore by finan-
cial year 2028 estimate (FY28E),”
said Goldman Sachs.

How to tackle EPF transfer or withdrawal

Many employees across the country are grappling with issues in transferring or withdrawing their hard-earned PF
money as a lack of clarity and transparency, cumbersome processes, and administrative errors complicate what should
be straightforward transactions. Despite multiple complaints, vague responses come in from EPFO leaving employees
clueless about what to do next. Experts advise consistent follow-ups and raising the matter with higher authorities are

the only options.

Compiled by Aprajita Sharma
aprajita.sharma@livemint.com

DEEPA DESAI (41}

Issue: Not eligible for EPS
contributions, but employer
did it anyway

“ It took me more than

two years to reallocate
EPS contributions to my PF

account that too without
interest.

Trouble 1

EPS service not consolidated

What employees do
Withdrawing only PF not

pension from previous employer

The impact

P Rejection of PF withdrawal

from new employer

P Pension alone cannot be
transferred from old to new

employer
P A dead end

ABHISHEH l{uumnm [39}
Issue: Transfer of PF
from exempt employer

to another

“ Still waiting for the
transfer; PF deposits

do not show up on EPFO

website in case of exempt

employer.

Trouble 2

Name mismatches,
overlapping of service
period

What employees do
Not verifying KYC/
service details on EPFO
website

The impact

withdrawal

P Rejection of transfer/
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How to resolve EPF issues

P Submit a joint declaration form with EPFO

P Lodge a complaint with CPGRAMS or DPG
CPGRAMS: Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System

DPG: Directorate of Public Grievance

Prevention better than cure
P Activate UAN everytime you join a new organization

» Get UAN linked with Aadhaar number
» Be careful about EPS contribution®

P Consolidate PF/EPS accounts as soon as possible
* (1) Don't contribute in EPS if basic salary > #15K unless already an

EPS member

(1) Withdrawing funds from previous employer makes you a new

employee in EPFO records

EPFO - Employee Provident Fund Organization

UAN - Universal Account Number
EPS5 - Employee Pension Scheme

Graphic; Pranay Bhardwaj/Mint

Misleading ads: Unified
system to fix complaints

Dhirendra Kumar

dhirendra.kumar@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India plans to roll
out a unified system to address
consumer complaints against
misleading advertisements,
days after the Supreme Court
pulled up the government citing
inadequate action.

While completely overhaul-
ing the mechanism, the govern-
ment will also establish a cen-
tral data repository of consumer
complaints, two people aware of
the matter said on the condition
of anonymity, as details are not
public yet.

Currently, complaints against
misleading ads are registered
with Broadcast Seva, Press
Council of India and the
National Consumer Helpline.
The government aims to
streamline the process as multi-
ple platforms often lead to
delays and inconsistencies in
addressing grievances, the first
of the two persons quoted ear-
lier said.

Consumer goods companies,
including Patanjali, have drawn
rebuke from the top court as
misleading advertisements have
triggered concerns about viola-
tion of consumer rights.
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Centre alsn plansto estabhsh a
central data repository of
consumer complaints. MINT
The government’s plan for a
unified mechanism is likely to
be presented to the Supreme
Court this week by information
& broadcasting, and consumer
affairs ministries. It's expected
to be part of their response after
the apex court last month cen-
sured the government for not
registering enough complaints
related to misleading health
claims made by companies.
According to the top court’s
30 July order, from April 2022
to May 2024, 132 consumer
complaints related to the health
sector were received, and of
these 116 were resolved. How-

ever, over 2,500 complaints
were registered between April
2018 and 2022 before the
National Consumer Helpline
(NCH) portal was established.

Queries emailed to the minis-
tries of consumer affairs, and
information & broadcasting
remained unanswered till press
time.

Misleading ads are false or
exaggerated claims about prod-
ucts or services, omission of
critical details or deceptive
imagery.

These can mislead consum-
ers, affecting their decisions and
leading to unfair practices. A
single data centre to collect and
manage all complaints against
misleading advertisements will
ensure that the issues are han-
dled more efficiently and seam-
lessly, the second person quoted
earlier said.

“So far, three meetings have
been conducted with stakehold-
ers and we have summarized all
the suggestions and are submit-
ting only those that are feasi-
ble,” this person said. "Neither
the stakeholders, nor the gov-
ernment will need to engage
repeatedly with each other to
take action against any viola-
tor.”

LIC toinvest 21.30 lakh crin stocks

Press Trust of India

feedback@ livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India (LIC) MD and
CEO Siddhartha Mohanty has
said that the corporation is look-
ing to make {resh investments of
around 2130 lakh crore in equi-
ties during the current financial
year.

During April-June FY25, the
insurance behemoth made an
investment of about 38,000
crore in shares as against
323,300 crore in the same period
a year ago. LIC earned a profit of
215,500 crore from its invest-
ments in equity markets during
the first quarter.

The profit from its investment
was higher by 13.5% quarter-on-
quarter.

“We are surely looking at the
markets and price move-
ments...we are looking to invest
a zood amount at least whatever
we had invested in last financial
year...LIC made an investment of
around 1.32 lakh crore in
FY'24,” he said.

Market value of LIC's invest-
ment in stocks of various compa-
nies stood at around 15 lakh
crore at the end of June, he said.

LIC has exposure in 282 com-
panies through investment in
their shares as of June 30, 2024.

The Assets Under Manage-
ment (AUM) increased to
353,58,781 crore as at June-end
as compared to I46,11,067 crore
at the end of same quarter previ-
ous year, registering an increase
of 16.22%.

Total investment grew by

37,30,662 crore, from 342,44,852
crore in March 2023 to
v49,75,514 crore as on March 31,
2024. Total equity investment
portfolio constitute 12,39,740
crore as against 8,39,662 crore
in 2022-23, whereas other invest-
ments constitute I37,35,774
crore as against ¥34,05,190 crore
in 2022-23. For June quarter
2024, LIC reported 10% increase
in net profit to 10,461 crore as
against 39,544 crore in the year-
ago period.

Total income increased to
32,10,910 crore during the latest
June quarter as against 1,568,749
crore in the year-ago period.

Total premium income for the
quarter increased 16 per centto
113,770 crore as compared to
398,363 crore in the same quar-
ter a year ago.

DCGI FRAMES
PRODUCT
TRACEABILITY
GUIDELINES

Priyvanka Sharma

priyanka.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Drugs Control-
ler General of India (DCGI), the
country’s top drug regulator,
has framed standard operating
procedure and guidelines to
ensure product traceability
throughout the supply chain, as
the menace of fake and spurious
medicines grows.

The DCGI has circulated this
good-distribution practice as
traceability is a big challenge
due to a lack of proper docu-
mentation throughout the dis-
tribution channel.

In case of adulteration, a
seamless product traceability
will likely help authorities iden-
tify the exact stage in the supply
chain where the medicine was
contaminated or spurious drugs
introduced.

The development assumes
significance as the Indian phar-
maceutical industry has come
under global glare following
allegations that spurious cough
syrups from the country were
linked to children’s deaths in
Gambia, Cameroon, and Uzbek-
istan.

In the recent DCGI's drugs
consultative committee meeting
held in June, it was decided to
incorporate good distribution
practice as a Schedule in the
Drugs and Cosmetic Rule, 1945.

It was discussed that due to
non-mandatory nature of guide-
lines, the maintenance of stor-
age condition of drugs during
the transit till wholesale and
retail level was not ensured by
the manufacturers.

These draft guidelines on
good distribution practice have
been framed at par with World
Health Organization standards
and stakeholders can send in
their comments and sugges-
tions over the next 30 days,
before the rules are finalized.

Queries sent to the health
ministry spokesperson
remained unanswered till press
time.

Drugs & Cosmetics Act 1940
and Drugs & Cosmetic Rules
1945 specify the conditions to be
fulfilled to sell, stock, exhibit or
offer for sale or distribute the
drugs across the country.

FOCUSED MFs
ASSET BASE RISES
31% IN JUNE QTR

Press Trust of India

feedback @livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Focused mutual
funds, which invest in a concen-
trated portfolio of stocks, are
gaining traction among inves-
tors with the asset base of the
category growing to 31.43 lakh
crore in three months ended
June 2024, marking an increase
of 31% from a year ago.

Interestingly, some of the
focused funds offered by the
mutual fund houses such as
Invesco India Focused Fund,
Mahindra Manulife Focused
Fund, JM Focused Fund and
HDFC Focused 30 Fund deliv-
ered a remarkable return of
40-60% in the past year, industry
data showed. Focused funds are
a type of mutual fund where the
fund manager selects a concen-
trated portfolio of stocks, typi-
cally limited to a maximum of 30
due to regulatory constraints.

This requires the fund man-
ager to be highly skilled in stock
selection, as they need to identify
the best investment opportuni-
ties across the market without
bias toward any specific market
cap or sector.

Smartphone market gears up for festival revival

Shouvik Das

shouvik.das@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: For the first time in
four years, India’s 700 million-
plus smartphone market is
expecting a mid-single digit
uptick in the volume of devices
sold in India during the festival
season. For this, in stock for
buyers could be instant dis-
counts, bank-linked cashback
offers, easy financing schemes,
as well as device upgrade
bonuses that will be offered
across physical and online
stores over the next three
months.

This is crucial, since the Sep-
tember quarter marks the festi-
val season in the domestic mar-
ket—which accounts for nearly
40% of the entire year’s gadget
sales in what is one of the
world’s largest consumer mar-
kets.

Five industry analysts and
retailers that Mint spoke with
said that this year’s festive

The September quarter marks the festival season—which
accounts for nearly 40% of the entire year’s gadget sales. ISTOCKPHOTO

period expects to see a mid-sin-
gle digit uptick in sales of smart-
phones. This is in stark contrast
to the past three years, where
quarterly shipments of smart-
phones registered double-digit
declines in the festival quarters
of 2021 and 2022—and
remained flat last year.

Nilesh Gupta, director of
national multi-brand electron-
ics retailer Vijay Sales, said that

sales and shipments of devices
in the first half of the year is a
key indicator of a revival of for-
tunes in this festival season.
“Coupled with a strong first
half, we’'ll also be ramping up
Diwali sales and promotions,
and brands will be driving bet-
ter deals and discounts to grab
more buyer attention. Given
how this year has gone so far,
we expect this festive season to

be better than the last three
years, Gupta said.

Gupta's assessment is in line
with how brands are looking to
align themselves in this indus-
try. A senior industry executive
with direct knowledge of the
matter said that between
August and November, the likes
of Samsung, Xiaomi and Vivo
are expected to host multiple
new launches of smartphones—
right in time for the festival
period.

Manish Khatri, partner at
Mumbai-based electronics
retailer Mahesh Telecom, added
that a number of brands are
already rolling out a wider
range of offers in anticipation of
festival season demand.

“Samsung, for instance, is
introducing cashback offers and
instant discounts, along with
zero-interest financing options.
All of these can be clubbed
together. There are also many
instances of freebies such as
power banks or smartwatches

I}Elng bundled with certain cate-
gories of smartphones, all of
which gives us hope for a better
festive quarter than the previ-
ous two or three years,” Khatri
said.

To be sure, brands have
struggled to draw in new smart-
phone buyers organically,
thereby hurting festival season
sales since smartphones are the
biggest contributors to the con-
sumer electronics industry.
However, the rising average
price of smartphones sold has
kept the industry afloat—{rom
212,600 in the 2021 festival
quarter to around 22,400
today, a near-80% rise in the
average price has boosted quar-
terly revenue.

For the smartphone industry,
this meant $12.5 billion in
potential quarterly smartphone
revenue this year against $8.1
billion in 2020—despite an 18%
overall drop in quarterly ship-
ments. It is this that brands are
desperate to change.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

1 Man of action? (8)

5 Asticky appointment? (4)

9 Little girl all round the house (5)
11 One in favour of the classics (7.5)

13 Deter or defer (3,3)
14 Squirm and turn whiter (6)

hear (5)

23 Dilatory sort of hero-worship (8)

DOWN

court (4)

t THE CROSSWORDS }

10 Rushing madly in great confusion (7)

17 Maybe a paper is torn making them (12)
20 Beg for an adjustment in net rate (7)
21 One of the family on the French Riviera we

22 Toy that gives you endless repetition (2-2)

1 It counts for nothing on the tennis
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Higher than everyone in the exam? (7)
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Lower gas fast making a drink (5.2,5)
Observing the absence of a ring? (6)
Tina comes up with a new name (5)

In the end the tomb inscription may
be (8)

It cannot safely be ignored (6,6)
A stroke of the worst misfortune? (8)

Most suspenseful points witnessed in the

trial (7)
Left divided (6)
A record number of contestants in the

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS
1 Severe setback (4,4)
5 Balance of probahility (4)
9 Obstacle in steeplechasing
(5)
10 Wildly excited (7)
1 Social hierarchy (7,5)
13 Pattem of recurrence (6)
14 Bear witness to (6)
17 Insubordination (12)

' DOWN

- 2 Thickly (7)
3 Cost more than one can afford

: 4 Commit illegal act (6)

: 6 No longer fashionable (5)

: 7 Protection from espionage (8)
8 Gesture of congratulation (3.2,3.4)
. 12 Person to whom debt is owed (8)

1 Enthusiast (4)

(5.3,4)

) 20 News (7) : 15 Surround (7)
Helo i) | _ 21 Fromend to end (5) . 16 Black Sea port (6)
19 Extremely important part of everything 22 Arow (4) - 18 Country of northeast Africa (5)
(4) 23 Night {8} : 19 Along time (4)
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Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.
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Indian medal

winners at
Paris Olympics

India’s overall tally of six medals
is its second-best show at an

Olympic Games, behind Tokyo
2020's seven medals. India also
won six medals in London in
2012. The Games also saw India
continue its medal-winning
streak in wrestling

Total
medals
Indla won

P ARIS OLYMPICS

JULY 26 TO AUGUST 11
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2008
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Dip at present, but future holds promise

In Paris, India fell a
touch short of what
was thought was
probable. Yet it wasn't
all pale by any measure

hrough the lens of cold

numbers and bare facts,

India’s Paris Olympics

campaign was a dip from
the Tokyo Games crest. From
seven medals and one gold, India
went to six medals with none right
atthe top. From finishing 48th in
the medals tally, India went down
to 7lst. Neeraj Chopra, who
became India’s most decorated
individual Olympian at these
Games, wishes to put some per-
spective into that outlook. "We
tend to compare the number of
medals with the previous Olym-
pics,” Chopra said.
“But this time, we
have to look at the
fourth-place finishes
also, as well as the
quality of perform-

RUTVICK MEHTA

blanks. Boxing, especially. Bad-
minton had a PV Sindhu stamp
writlarge over the last two Olym-
pics and in this one, the Lakshya
Sen near-miss left a sour taste.

Looking at it from where he
started in a tough group, the young
shuttler making it that far was a
creditable job.

But the way it finished, with
him crumbling under pressure the
moment it was time to keep his
composure, left many unim-
pressed. Including his mentor Pra-
kash Padukone.

“We can provide everything we
can. But ultimately players also
have to take responsibility and go
and deliver when it matters the
most,” the badminton legend said.
“We need to introspect, the players
also need to introspect. You cannot
keep asking for more and more
and more.”

As per figures by the
Sports Authority of
India, close to around
2470 crore was spent
on India’s preparation
for Paris Olympics.

ances.” A There are two ways

mdiahadasmany 11 IN PARIS perhaps of looking at
fourth-place finishes C\ this flush of money.
as the number of med- 4 @ One, that only consist-
als won, and a con- - ently and adding toit
firmed medallist dis- can keep India on the

qualified and demoted to last —as
things stand — for not meeting the
weight on the day of her bout, a
prerequisite in wrestling.

It’s those fourth-place finishes
that could be particularly looked
at, which had the potential to
swing these Games to a dash of
cheer from its current under-
whelming feeling for India. But it
didn't. And that's where the cold
fact, again, of India not achieving
their target from this Olympics
stands, as an Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation official putit.

That the seven-medal high at
Tokyo \came without shooting was
down to the spread of sports that
delivered in the pandemic Games.
A couple from thatdid not in Paris,
affecting the dent and increasing
the scrutiny on them. Boxing and
badminton had come up with a
medal each in Tokyo.

They carried similar expecta-
tions heading into Paris, but fired

path of chasing continued
progress. Two, athletes have been
aided enough, and, as Padukone
alluded to, it cannot be infinite
without definite results to show in
return.

Athletics got 96.08 crore from
the fund pool. Choprawas the lone
medallist, steeplechaser Avinash
Sable the only other finalist and
the men’s 4x400m relay team
clocked its season’s best time in its
heats. Most others in the largest
field among the Indian contingent
punched well below their weight.

In athletics, though, the gap
between India and the rest of the
world is already wide, and it needs
exceptional individuals like
Chopra to leap acrossand make a
mark at that level.

At these Games and in events
like track and field and swimming,
strong Olympic nations have only
gotten stronger, reckoned Gagan
Narang, the Chef-de-Mission of the

OMEGA
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contingent and a former Olympian
shooter. The gap, therefore, is only
widening between India and the
rest of the world in these key
Olympic sports.

“In events like the World Cham-
pionships and Olympics, we can't
really put a number on the medals
that can or should be won,”
Chopra said. “We have seen some
big names, big champions not
even make the finals here. Such
things happen at an event like this
where everyone is top class.”

That is where having effective
structures, programmes and plans
becomes essential. Shooting was
an example, having taken the
learnings from Tokyo and turning
itinto a three-medal performance
three years on. It had three fourth-
place finishes as well — Manu
Bhaker, Arjuna Babuta and the
mixed skeet team — for further
promise.

That is also what hockey, which
medalled in two consecutive
Olympics after more than five dec-
ades, seeks to do to moving for-
ward in the next four-year cycle
while targeting a better finish.

“We'll have to link it with the
U-21 programme, and the acad-
emy programmes, India head
coach Craig Fulton, who took
charge of the men’s team last year,
said. “There’s a plan. It just takes
time. As long as we sit around the
table and put the right priorities in
place, then anything is possible.”

That is in four years’ time in Los
Angeles. For now, in Paris, India
fell a touch shy of what was
thought was probable. Yet it wasn't
all pale by any yardstick. Especially
taking into account, as Chopra put
it, those whoalmost made it. It will
indeed pinch. Perhaps, though,
showing the potential to build.
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Paris Olympics bronze medal-winning Indian hockey team's goalkeeper PR Sreejesh poses for
photos near the Eiffel Tower in Paris on Sunday.

} END OF AN ERA

Jamaica’s sprmt dominance comes to a sudden end in Paris

= S

REUTERS

Agencies

sportsdesk @hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Jamaica's dominance in
the women’s 100 and 200 metres
came to an abrupt end in Paris
with sprint queens Elaine Thomp-
son-Herah, Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce and Shericka Jackson absent
orinjured.

Jamaica took 10 of the 12
women'’s 100 medals available in
the four Olympics before Paris,
including a clean sweep in
Tokyo, and won four of the pre-
vious five 200s as they came out
on top in their continuing duel
with the United States.

Jamaica’s "big three”, who have
19 Olympic medals between them,
filled the podium three years ago,
but Thompson-Herah missed the

Paris Games through injury and
the campaigns of Fraser-Pryce and
Jackson were cut short by injury
and neither made the start line of
either individual final or the relay.

The 100 final had only one
Jamaican, Tia Clayton, in a race
won by St Lucia’s Julien Alfred,
with Americans taking the silver
and bronze, making it the first
time since 1988 that no Jamaicans
were on the podium. Jamaica did
not even manage a finalist in the
200 — the first time since 1976 that
they did not medal. In total
Jamaica walked away from Paris
with six medals, down from nine
in Tokyoand 11in Rio.

“It's somewhat disappointing in
terms of the number of medals,”
said Maurice Wilson, technical
director at Jamaica's track and

field team. “'Ihe world has caught
up with us,” he added, pointing to
the US successes onthe track. “We
dominated them for about nine
years, non-stop, and they started to
do their homework ... and since
then they have continued to move
forward,” Wilson said.

“We need to go back to the
drawing board.”

Double sprint champion
Thompson-Herah missed the
Jamaican trials in June due to an
Achilles injury, while Jackson ini-
tially dropped out of the 100 before
the Games, and then later pulled
out of the 200 days before she was
due to run.

Fraser-Pryce did compete in the
100 qualifiers but dropped out
moments before the semi-finals,
due to an injury in the warm-up

after security officials delayed her
getting into the stadium.

Neither of them took partinthe
sprint relay, where Jamaica fin-
ished fifth, having won it in Tokyo
and taken silver in the previous
two Games. They then dropped
the baton in the 4x400 final having
medalled in the previous six.

On the men’s side Kishane
Thompson missed 100 gold by a
whisker, finishing five thou-
sandths of a second behind Ameri-
can Noah Lyles and Rasheed
Broadbell won bronze in the 110
hurdles, but Jamaica did noteven
qualify for the 4x100 relay final.

“The track gets a lot of attention
but the field events have been on
the rise and we should get more
support,” Paris Olympics discus
champion Roje Stona said.

Manu, Sree anna
and tales from

Paris campaign

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick. mehta@ htlive.com

PARIS: You see the medals, you
see the near-misses. You see the
smiles, you see the tears. You see
the rise, you see the fall.

What you perhaps don't see is
these athletes as humans. The
people that they are away from
the confines of their sporting
arena that defines them. At the
Paris Olympics, there came
glimpses of that, through English,
show of hands, and chants of
“Sreeanna’.

‘Hindi mein chalega na?’
Neeraj Chopra is among the most
articulate athletes out there. And
when he is at his rawest self, like
he was moments after the javelin
final, it can be a listeners’ treat.
There is one little rider though:
“Hindi mein chalega na?"

Of course chalega, for the
Indian journalists who had
flocked the basement of the Stade
de France to speak to him. When
the Indian arrived for the official
medal winners' press conference
and the questions began, the coor-
dinator insisted the questions and
answers to be in English. That's
when Chopra—who, by the way,
speaks more than decent English
—  stuttered  slightly.
“Oh...English.. little problem.”

Yet he answered every ques-
tion, and even translated them to
English after speaking in Hindi
first up. Until another one came
from an Indian. Chopra began his
reply thus: “English mein kar do
dena aap translate? Nahi agar
mujhe karna padega toh thodi
dikkat ho jayegi (you'll be able to
translate it to English, right?)”
Then the thoughts flowed. In
Hindi.

Manu, the star attraction
Manu Bhaker was a bit of a star
attraction on the shooting ranges
of Chateauroux, a quiet town
about 300km from Paris where
the look, feel and noise of an
Olympics was hardly the same.
After her third and final event
ended and Manu finished as a
two-time medallist who fell one
spot short of her third, she was
stopped at various points on her
way to stepping outside.

A group of American coaches
stopped Manu in her tracks to
congratulate her and tell her what
they thought about her at these
Games: “You were the most con-
sistent shooter”. Manu bowed and
thanked them. Seconds later, she
bumped into a German female
coach who also returned similar
compliments, and whom Manu
was elated at meeting after long. "1
think the last time I met you was
in 2021 It's so good to finally see
you again!” said Manu.

PV Sindhu and Manu Bhaker
don't have too much in common,
except that one big standout over-

lap —they are two-time medallists
atthe Olympics.

Sindhu, Manu and a show
of hands

Both also had something unique
on their hands —one an effect of
natural wear and tear and the
other an artificial art. And both
spent considerable time showing
it, and letting it be captured, to
whoever was interested.

Sindhu had painted her Paris
Olympices journey on the nails of
both her hands. She had the five
Olympic rings, the Eiffel Tower
and “2024" polished and painted
on each separate nail. Manu’s
right hand had visible red marks
of bruises, from holding that pistol
and taking aim day after day for
hours. She pulled up her sleeve
and placed the arm in front for a
better view of her hardwork. “Yeh
toh kabhi nahijayega (this might
never go),” she said.

Not just India and Pakistan
Everything in the aftermath of the
men’s javelin final had become
about India, Pakistan and India
versus Pakistan. So much so that
in the press conference that fea-
tures the top three athletes of each
event, not one question from
reporters was directed towards
Grenadian Anderson Peters, the
bronze medallist, across the 32
minutes.

Chopra, though, madeita point
to ensure it wasn't all about the
Indian and the Pakistani. To a
question directed to him on what
his gold in Tokyo and Arshad
Nadeem's gold in Paris does to
their respective countries, Chopra
also pulled in Peters into the dis-
cussion and the impact of his rise
in javelin to Grenada. Peters nod-
ded along.

Then about those big 90m
throws that have eluded Chopra
and turned the night around for
Nadeem, Chopra also brought up
Peters's two 90m-plus throws
within a month in the 2022 sea-
son. Peters nodded along again.

‘Sree anna’ and his
following

Everyone wanted a piece of the
Indian hockey team at the Yves-
du-Manoir Stadium on a Thurs-
day afternoon. Moments after
India sealed the bronze, players
walked towards a section of the
crowd that had their families and
celebrated with them and the fans
around.

There was particularly special
love reserved for PR Sreejesh
around the stadium, though. The
goalkeeper was by far the fan
favourite, responding to cries of
“Sree anna”, "Sree anna” fromall
quarters and waving his arms
around. The four-time Olympian
was soaking all of it in, shouting
along and celebrating with his
fans. In his last match for India,
Sree anna was sure having a ball.

Played with all our heart.

Shone with all our might.

Here's celebrating our amazing
athletes at the Paris Olympics.

—
TEAM INDIA
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PRINCIPAL SPDNSDR_OF INDIAN OLYMPIC TEAM
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Chopra just ran into someone

who was extraordinar

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick. mehta@htlive.com

PARIS: As the men’s javelin final
unfolded on a dazzling mid-
week evening inside the mas-
sive Stade de France arena,
World Athletics president
Sebastian Coe had a rather
tricky seat in the house. Seated
alongside officials of the Indian
athletics association, those from
the Pakistan federation were
not too far away either.

“There was some, as we could
say in America, bragging
rights,” Coe said.

Pakistan and Arshad Nadeem
won it on that particular night,
hurling a massive throw of
92.97m to grab the gold as the
defending Tokyo champion of
India took the silver with
89.45m. We're too used to see-
ing Chopra finish among the top
two over the last three years,
but a 1-2 podium finish for Paki-
stan and India in an athletics
event atthe Olympics is as rare
as 1t comes.

"Having Indian heritage, |
know what that means in both
those countries and that wasn't
lost on me the other night. And
[ think it's fantastic. If's abso-
lutely fantastic, also because it
was a sumptuous competition,”
Coe said.

One that not only shattered
the Olympic record but also
massively sailed past the mark
that was enough to win gold in
Tokyo. Chopra did it with a
throw of 87.58m. Coe, who
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Neeraj Chopra with his silver medal against the backdrop of the Eiffel Tower. AN

comes from the same university
— Loughborough University —
in which Chopra spent a few
months training in this Olympic
cycle, recalled a conversation he
had not too long ago with the
Indian.

“He (Chopra) gave me a dis-

tance that he thought he could
win with (in Paris). He just met
somebody on the night who was
just, well, extraordinary,” Coe
said. “"And, look, if you'd said to
Chopra that you will throw 89
metres in an Olympic final, I
think he probably would've

taken it.”

Chopra was happy for
Nadeem, who delivered a first
athletics gold for Pakistan at the
Olympics. The Indian had done
the same three years ago for
India in Tokyo, changing the
perception of athletics in the

Coe

\.l

Look, if you'd said
to Chopra that you
will throw 89
metres in an
Olympic final, I
think he probably
would've taken it.

SEB COE, world Athletics prez

country and raising its popular-
ity. An Indian and a Pakistani
taking gold in two consecutive
Olympics and finishing 1-2 in
the same final is just the kind of
global presence World Athletics
believes itis increasingly head-
ing towards.

“I hope it exemplifies what
I've been saying about the sport
moving more global in both
track and in field, at pretty
much the same pace. And it's
very, very good for athletics.
And in South Asia,” Coe said.

Coe, the cricket fan, reiter-
ated World Athletics’ big ambi-
tions for India to tap into as a
market and as a talent hub.

“India is an important market
for us. It really is. In trying to
help the sport at a regional level
as well,” Coe said. “I'm a big
cricket fan. So, it’s great to know
that young people are talking
about athletics now as well. And
recognising that cricket is not
the only game in town. That too
has been very important.”

Women players cheer hockey
bronze but with tinge of regret

Susan Ninan

susan.ninan@ hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: When the final
hooter went off in the men’s
hockey bronze medal match and
the team piled on top of ‘keeper
PR Sreejesh in a celebratory heap,
a wave of joy ran through the
women's hostel at SAI Bengaluru.
Accompanied perhaps by a
twinge of regret. Orders for cake
and takeaway food were franti-
cally placed.

TheIndian men's hockey team
had won their second successive
medal for the first time in 52 years.
“We all sat together and watched
the matches, and celebrated every
goal,” says Salima Tete, captain of
the national women’s hockey
team. “Bahut khushi hui... hume
laga ki kaash hum bhi jaa paate
(We were overjoyed...we wished
we could have gone too).”

The women's team did not
qualify for the Paris Olympics.
Their 0-1 loss to Japan in the third-
place playoff of the FIH Olympic
qualifiers in January shut out all
hope. They've since had a change
of coach - Harendra Singh has
replaced Janneke Schopman -
and are now toiling away in the
national camp.

"We came very close but didn't
qualify. It hurts a lot,” says Tete,
“We spend months together in
camp, away from family, working
hard, so it’s tough to come to
terms with missing out on an
Olympics.” In their match against
Japan, they had nine penalty cor-
ners, but couldn't convert any of
them. “We are working on our PCs
and conversion,” said the 22-year-
old. “For us the World Cup and
Asian Games is where we want to

il v i &

do well next. Then of course, the
Olympics in 2028."

For Savita Punia, the World
Cup and Asian Games are as far as
she wants to plan for now. The
34-year-old who got married last
year says she doesn't want to think
too far ahead. “For women, once
we get married, family becomes a
priority. I'm happy my husband
and in-laws encourage me to pur-
sue my career. They live in Canada
so time zones are different. Long
phone calls happen only during
the weekend. They know I have
morning training sessions, so they
insist I sleep on time. They know
how much the sport means tome.
Had we qualified for Paris, maybe
things would have been different
for me. Now, I just want us to win
the Asian Games. A career in
sport is short-lived. For women,
it's even tougher. I want to leave
without much regret.”

Savita, Salima and the rest of
the team have spent the past fort-
night or so following the Olym-

Indian players at the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Sunday.  PTl

T

pics. Watching the live action
when they could or catching the
highlights. “I watched Vinesh’s
semifinal bout highlights the next
day and then heard she was dis-
qualified...it was just so painful,”
says Savita. “I had no idea weight
cutting was more tough than the
bout itself. It might sound like
empty words but I've been praying
for her every day since. I can't
imagine what she’s going through.

“Our men’s hockey team
looked so good this time. We were
almost certain they would go to
the final. But just what they've
done...winning two Olympic med-
als back-to-back is great. It
deserves a lot of credit.”

In Tokyo, the women's team
came agonisingly close to a his-
toric, first-ever medal. Their 34
loss to Great Britain in the bronze
medal playotf saw them finish
fourth. At this Olympics, India has
had six fourth-place finishes, in
shooting, archery, weightlifting
and badminton.
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Hamish Kerr.

REUTERS

AFTER A DRAMATIC
JUMP-OFF, NZ'S
KERR WINS GOLD

Agence France-Presse

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Hamish Kerr said he was
“in shock” after winning the
Olympic men’s high jump on
Saturday to take a rare athletics
gold for New Zealand.

Kerr tasted glory after a dra-
matic jump-off with American
Shelby McEwen.

Both men managed bests of
2.36 metres in regular competi-
tion, but could not be separated
on countback of missed jumps.

They opted for a jump-off,
Kerr clearing 2.34m when the
American failed after the bar
was lowered from 2.38m to
2.36m.

"I was just in shock. Both me
and Shelby were getting a little
bit tired after all the jumps we
took,” said Kerr.

“I knew I had a good one in
me, and [ knew that if I could get
it up sooner rather than later,
then I could just finish the comp
and startrecovering.”

There was a hint of deja vu at
the Stade de France as Qatar’s
Mutaz Essa Barshim, who fin-
ished third this time, had shared
Olympic gold with Italian Gian-
marco Tamberi in the Covid-hit
Tokyo Games three years ago.

“That has such a special place
in history for high jumps,” Kerr
said. “To have an exact same sce-
nario this time around, but to
choose to do the jump-off, was
putting at peace some of those
people who wanted to jump-off,
soweTe both really happy toadd
to that history.”

The discussion Kerr and McE-
wen shared with officials was
short and to the point: both ath-
letes wanted to continue, there
was to be no shared gold. "He
said he wanted to face off, and I
was all for it.,” McEwen said.
“We faced off until the last battle
and he came out on top, so
salute, congratulations to him.”

T FENISIDIV

United States women's basketball players celebrate after beating France in the final at Bercy Arena in Paris on Sunday.

GETTY IMAGES

United States pip China in
Olympic medal table race

Agence France-Presse

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: The United States pipped
China for top spot in the battle of
medals on Sunday as Paris pre-
pared to bring the curtain down
on one of the most SUCCESSﬁll
Olympic Games in history.

In a thrilling finale that
capped 17 days of spellbinding
action, the United States
women’'s basketball team
squeezed past France 67-66 to
clinch the last gold of the Games.

The win — the eighth consec-
utive Olympic women's basket-
ball won by the USA —ensured
the Americans finished level
with China on 40 golds each as
the games drew to a close.

The USA, however, finished
on top of the overall medal table
with a total of 126 medals, with
China in second place on 91.

A'Ja Wilson scored a game-
high 21 points for the Americans
who won the title for the 10th
time overall, surviving a buzzer-
beating shot from France's

Gabby Williams.

The hosts needed a three to
force overtime in Paris but Willi-
ams’s foot was on the three-
point line as she let go of the ball,
so her shot counted for just two
points in a dramatic finale.

“It's all a blur right now,” said
Wilson, who also registered 13
rebounds and four blocks. “We
were just resilient and when we
needed to we just kept going.”

Kelsey Plum and Kahleah
Copper both scored 12 points off
the bench for the US. Williams
led France with 19.

For the 42-year-old Diana
Taurasi it was a record sixth
Olympic gold, moving her one
ahead of Sue Bird.

The US women got support
from LeBron James, who sat
courtside wearing his gold
medal and was joined by team-
mates Bam Adebayo and Derrick
White, after they won the men’s
gold by beating France 98-87 in
Saturday’s final.

It was the first time in Games
history the men’s and women’s

finals featured identical match-
ups.

Wrestling, weightlifting,
water polo, volleyball, modern
pentathlon, handball, and track
cycling were the other sports to
crown Olympic champions on
the last day.

Hungary's Michelle Gulyas
ran and shot to Olympic gold in
the modern pentathlon, with
home favourite Elodie Clouvel
roared on to clinch silver.

In weightlifting, China’s jubi-
lant Li Wenwen lifted her coach
into the air instead of the bar,
having already secured gold.

At the velodrome, Dutch star
Harrie Lavreysen surged to the
men's keirin for his third gold of
the Games, ending British domi-
nance of the event they had won
at every Olympics since 2008,

New Zealand's Ellesse
Andrews blasted to the women'’s
sprint title to add to her keirin
gold, while American cyclist Jen-
nifer Valente won the women'’s
omnium.

As the Olympics end, atten-

tion turns to the next edition in
Los Angeles in four years.

LA is expected to play heavily
on its Hollywood star power and
will roll out its big guns, with
pop star Billie Eilish, rapper
Snoop Dogg, and the Red Hot
Chili Peppers all confirmed.

The worst-kept secret in Paris
is that “Top Gun” star Cruise will
close the ceremony with a spec-
tacular stunt sequence.

Cruise is filming the latest epi-
sode of the “Mission Impossible”
franchise in Europe and has
been a regular feature at Olym-
pic events in Paris,

“On August 11, the Olympic
Games will be over, and the
Olympic flame will be extin-
guished,” said Thomas Jolly,
who masterminded the unique
opening ceremony along the
River Seine. “That moment will
remind us just how precious are
these Olympic Games,” added
Jolly, whose opening ceremony
sparked outrage in some quar-
ters with a scene that appeared
to parody the Last Supper.

Serbia win gold again in water polo

NANTERRE: It happened in Rio
de Janeiro, Tokyo and Paris. The
men's water polo tournament at
the Olympics ended the same
way each time.

With a Serbian flag hanging
over a goal.

Milos Cuk scored three times,
Radoslav Filipovic made 10
saves and Serbia beat Croatia

13-11 on Sunday for its third con-
secutive gold medal.

Nikola Dedovic and captain
Nikola Jaksic each had two
goals as Serbia used a balanced
attack to earn its third consecu-
tive win since its shaky start in
the preliminary round of the
Paris Games. "We played better
every single game,” Jaksic said.

"It was the idea that we wanted
to doin the first place. We won
the game deservedly so.”

Serbia joined Britain (1908-
1920) and Hungary (2000-2008)
as the only countries to win
three straight Olympic titles in
men's water polo.

It also took home bronze in
2008 and 2012. AP

Divisa

wWEw. AIVIEE ra.c

Do You also want
Healthy + Glowing + Spotless

............
L
L

Aloe Vera

Reduces acne
and pimples.

.................
L
A

o

Removes excess oil

from the skin.

.........
e
am

Lemon

Reduces dark spots
and blemishes.

Skin?

- T @
Tested”

An Apurvedic
Medicinagl Crearn

i

&)

A Complete Ayurvedic
Hln Heatth Soiution

for Entire Famy

B tatenal se anfy
E?H'Mill:g

..............
w

...........
________
Fa

“For othcacy and salaty.

Tulsi

Lightens
skin tone.

Deeply moisturizes,
leaving skin soft.

Cucumber

Rejuvenates
the skin.

Combined with other ingredients for
L healthy, glowing, and spotless skin.

Ayurvedic Face Cream & Face Washes
A Complete Ayurvedic Skin Health Solution for Entire Family

Helpline: 87259 66666 | www.roopmantra.com

|
b 5|
|
|

e — R THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM MECA

CELEBRATE WITH NISSAN MAGNITE

CELEBRATION

RANGE STARTS @

X5 99 900

FREEDOM OFFERS UP TO FINANCE OFFER

382 000 6.99%"

| CELEBRATE WITH BIG BOLD BEAUTIFUL FEATURES |

CASH OR ACCESSORIES
urPpTO 322 000

EXCHANGE
uPp TOZ35 000

CORPORATE
upTOZ10 000

OFFERS AVAILABLE ON
SELECT VARIANTS,
LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE

ALSO AVAILABLE IN CSD

SCANTO
KNOW MORE

FIRST-IN-SEGMENT AROUND VIEW MONITOR HIGH GROUND CLEARANCE 336L CARGO SPACE WITH 60:40 SPLIT

P- =NISSAN | /7~ \
NISSAN | (548 NISSAN LOWEST COST OF NISSAN NISSAN I e | et LR
e WARRANTY ASSISTANCE MAINTENANCE (38p/km’) ISERVICE Eﬁ,‘ﬁ‘;’@,ﬂ:"’ SDERUICE f_;- SERVICE V ACCESSORIES
\ 3 yeézrgﬁeeagegrfgggﬂgrﬁanw Available @ 1500+ cities During typical ownership period of 5 years CU“VE@”EE%‘?E%EEEMCE Servicing your car now so easy | Service within 90 mins inr?c?x:raﬁ:?ug?h?:tgggguﬁﬁ

TEST DRIVE TO BOOK NOW: [&] 7065233336 | (& Book Nissan Magnite ¥) |

AUTHORIZED NISSAN DEALERS: DELHI/NCR: DELHI: DWARKA: JUBILANT NISSAN- 8291047061, MOTI NAGAR: JUBILANT NISSAN- 8291049380, OIKHLA: YOUWE NISSAN- 9619894825, PATPARGANJ : BRITE NISSAN- 8291095433, PRASHANT VIHAR:
JUBILANT NISSAN- 9619895041, SAFDARJUNG: YOUWE NISSAN- 8291104027, HARYANA: GURUGRAM: SECTOR 14: VERTEX NISSAN- 8291044902, GURUGRAM: SOHNA ROAD: VERTEX NISSAN- 8291103693, FARIDABAD: YOUWE NISSAN -
8291104586, BHIWANI: ELINA NISSAN- 9167220345, KARNAL: BA NISSAN- 9619951613, REWARI: ELINA NISSAN- 9619953504 ROHTAK: BA NISSAN- 8291041277, UTTAR PRADESH: NOIDA: BRITE NISSAN- 9167298618, GHAZIABAD: ADIV NISSAN-
8291047453, MEERUT: ADIV NISSAN - 9619894235, RAJASTHAN: ALWAR: TIRUPATI NISSAN- 9619894676.

WWW.nissan.in

*Terms & conditions apply. Offer is applicable on Select Models Only, contact your nearest dealership for more information. All prices ex-showroom Delhi. Features may vary from variant to variant. Colours are indicative only and may vary due to printing constraints. Accessories shown {;:} NISSAN
may not be part of standard fitment. **“The scheme is applicable on vehicles invoiced on or before 31* August 2024. Please visit your nearest Nissan dealer for more information. ¥Finance is at the sole discretion of finance partners and NRFSI. U FINANCE




	new NEWS ADD.pdf
	If You Want to get these Newspapers Daily at earliest
	Hindi Newspapers»»
	दैनिक जागरण, राजस्थान पत्रिका, दैनिक भास्कर, दिव्यभास्कर,  हिंदुस्तान, नवभारत टाइम्स, बिज़नस स्टैंडर्ड,
	अमर उजाला, जनसत्ता, द पायोनीर, राष्ट्रीय सहारा, प्रभातखबर, लोकसत्ता


