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PEOPLE'S PARLIAMENT, ALWAYS IN SESSION

SC TO HEAR K
KAVITHA'S BAIL
PLEA ON MONDAY

SEEKING LIGHT,
DISPELLING
DARKNESS IN B'DESH

J&K L-G: DELIMITATION,
ASSEMBLY POLLS
AND THEN STATEHOQD
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 WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky. Light to moderate
rain / thundershower very likely to
occur.Maximum and minimum
temperatures likely to be around 32 °C
and 27 °C respectively.

RAINFALL: 3.5 mm

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 94 % Min. 80%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 31.1°C(-1.3) Min:27.0°C(+0.2)
SUN RISES SUN SETS

05:11 hrs 18:12 hrs

MOON RISES MOON SETS

10:42 hrs 22:7 hrs

Full Moon on 19 August

THUMBNAILS

Venhicles drive through the waterlogged
Subhash Chowk following heavy rainfall, in
ANI

Gurugram on Sunday.

RG Kar Hos-
pital super-
intendent
removed :
The medical M
superinten- "=
dentof RG
Kar Hospital
was removed from his position on Sunday,
days after a female post graduate trainee
doctor was raped and murdered while on
duty at the hospital. According to sources,
the hospital superintendent, Dr. Sanjay
Vasishth has been replaced by Dr. Bulbul
Mukhopadhyay, who is the dean of the
hospital and also a member of the 11-
member inquiry committee formed to
investigate the rape and murder. Reports
also indicate that under pressure from the
agitating doctors, the principal of the
teaching hospital, Dr Sandip Ghosh, is likely
to be transferred to the Calcutta National
Medical College Hospital. (Page 3)

Deputy NSA in Ukraine, holds

Dismissesallegationsasanattemptat ‘characterassassination’ after show-cause notice

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

mid the contro-
versysurrounding
a fresh Hinden-
urgreport, which
alleges investments by SEBI
chief Madhabi Puri Buch
and her husband Dhaval
Buch in funds related to
Gautam Adani, the couple
on Sunday dismissed the
allegation as an attempt at
“character assassination”
following SEBI'srecent en-
forcementaction and show
cause notice issued to the
US-based short seller.

“It is unfortunate that
Hindenburg Research,
against whom SEBI has
taken enforcement action
and issued a show cause
notice, haschosentoattempt
character assassination in
response,” the Buchs stated
in a joint statement.

Inareportreleased late
Saturday, Hindenburg
Research, citing whistle-
blower documents, alleged
that Madhabi Buch and
herhusband Dhaval Buch
had “hidden stakes in the
exact same obscure off-
shore Bermuda and Mau-
ritius funds, found in the
same complexnested struc-
ture, used by Vinod Adani”.

The Buchs, in the state-
ment issued in response,
claimed that their finances
are transparent and have
been consistently disclosed
to therelevant authorities.
Theyexpressed their will-
ingness to provide any
additional financial doc-
umentsifrequested. "Our
lives and finances are an
open book. All required

MUMBAI, 11 AUGUST

The Securities and Exc-
hange Board of India (SEBI)
hasurged investorsto con-
duct thorough research
before acting on the basis
of the fresh Hindenburg
Research report.
“Investors should
remain calm and exercise
duediligence before react-
ing to such reports. In-
vestors may also like to
take note of the disclai-
mer in the report that

SEBI advisesinvestors
toexercise caution

states thatreaders should
assume that Hindenburg
Research may have short
positionsin the securities
covered in the report," a
SEBI statement said.
SEBI also refuted the
charges made by the US-
based shortsellerand said
theallegations made aga-
instthe Adani Group have
been dulyinvestigated by
SEBI. Itsaid investigation
into 23 of 24 casesis com-
plete and one is close to
completion. acencirs

disclosures have already
been furnished to SEBI
over the years. We have
no hesitation in disclosing
any and all financial doc-
uments, including those
from the period when we
were strictly private citizens,
toanyand every authority
that may seek them," the
statement read.

The joint statement
released by the Buchs said:
“The investment in the
fund referred to in the
Hindenburg report was
made in 2015 when they

were both private citizens
living in Singapore and
almost 2 years before Mad-
habijoined SEBlasaWhole
Time Member. The deci-
sion to invest in this fund
was because the Chief
Investment Officer, Anil
Ahuja, is Dhaval’s child-
hood friend from school
and IIT Delhi and, being
an ex-employee of Citibank,
JP Morgan and 3i Group
plc, had many decades of
strong investing career.”
“As confirmed by Anil
Ahuja, atno pointin time

Cong president renews JPC
demand, calls it imperative

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge said
here on Sunday that a
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) isimperative
toinvestigate this "mas-
sive scandal" in the wake
of Hindenburg Research
reportagainst Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch.

Stating that the small
and medium investors
belonging to the middle
class who invest their
hard-earned money in
the stock market need
to be protected, as they
believe in the SEBI, he
said: "AJoint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC)
inquiry is imperative to
investigate this massive
scandal.

"Until then, concerns

did the fund investin any
bond, equity, or derivative
of any Adani group com-
pany..." the statement
reads.

“When Mr Ahuja left
his position as CIO of the
fundin 2018, weredeemed
the investment in that
fund,” the release stated.

Therelease also addre-
ssed Dhaval’s appointment
as Senior Adviser to Black-
stone Private Equity in
2019. The couple clarified
that this role was due to
Dhaval’s expertise in supply

3

persist that PM Modi will
continue to shield his
ally, compromisingIndia's
Constitutional institu-
tions, painstakingly built
over seven decades," Mr
Kharge, who is also the
leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, said.

Former Congress pres-
identand Leader of Oppo-
sitionin Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said: “The integrity
of SEBI, the securities
regulator entrusted with
safeguarding the wealth
of small retail investors,
has been gravely com-
promised by the allega-
tions against its Chair-
person.”

chain management and
was publicly known long
before Madhabi became
SEBI Chairperson.

“On his appointment,
the Blackstone Group was
immediately added to
Madhabi’s recusal list
maintained with SEBI,”
the statement said.

The Adani Group also
stronglyrejected the latest
allegations made by Hin-
denburgResearch, terming
them "recycling of dis-
credited claims".

(See also Page 8)

‘MaldivesisourkeypartnerinIndian Oceanregion’

talkswith Zelenskyy’stopaide

—

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

India’s Deputy National Secu-
rity Advisor Pavan Kapoor,
whoisin Ukraine, held talks
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's top
aide, Andriy Yermak, in Kyiv.

The meeting came amid
reports that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could visit
the battle-ravaged nation
this month.

The two sides have not
officially stated anythingon
the PM's proposed visit.

Astatementissued by the

Ukrainian governmentsaid
Mr Yermak emphasised the
importance of restoring “just
peace” for Ukraine and
“India’s participation in this
process”.“Met with India's
Deputy National Security
Advisor, Ambassador Pavan
Kapoor. I emphasised the
importance of restoring a
just peace for Ukraine and
India's participation in this
process. Expressed hope that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwill contribute to these
efforts,"” Mr Yermak said in
a social media post on X.
Sources said the two sides
also discussed Mr Modi’s
planned trip to Kyiv later
thismonth around Ukraine's
National Day on 24 August.
The PM had held talks
with President Zelenskyy in
June on the sidelines of the
G7 Summitin Italy’s Apulia.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

With a significant improve-
ment in relations between
Indiaand the Maldives, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar Sunday said the archi-
pelago is a key partner to
India in the Indian Ocean
region and at the heart of its
neighbourhood-first policy.

“Maldivesisakeypartner
to India in the Indian Ocean
regionandit'satthe heartof
our neighborhood-first policy.
The cooperation between
the two countries has moved
beyond the traditional role,
and today aspires to be a
modern partnership," Mr
Jaishankar said after his meet-
ingwith his Maldivian coun-
terpart Moosa Zameer, when
they jointly inaugurated the
Addu Reclamation Project
and Addu Shore Protection
Project (Photo). "Our devel-

opment cooperation is aimed
at touching all facets of peo-
ple's lives here and to find
ways of bringing tangible
benefits to theirlives. I think
itis a statement in itself that
we are today among the
largest trading partners of
Maldives and witnessing
greater investment flows from
India to the Maldives, par-
ticularly in the tourism sector,"
said Mr Jaishankar who was
on a three-day visit to the
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Maldives. In thelast fewyears,
India has invested around
$220 millionin Addu, intend-
ing to provide a fair idea of
the importance which is
attached to regional devel-
opment in the Maldives.

Mr Jaishankar also men-
tioned inaugurating the
National College of Policing
and Law Enforcement Studies
in March 2022, which was a
$30 million Indian grant-
funded project.

He said: "I'm very glad to
see thatithas become a hub
forimparting critical training
to NPS personnel in the Mal-
dives." India has partnered
with the government of Mal-
dives on the Addu Reclamation
and Shore Protection Project
to find a sustainable way to
develop Addu as a regional
hub. The reclamation of 184
hectares of land was con-
cluded earlier this year. This
ambitious programme of $80
million involves reclamation
for tourism development pur-
poses and the overall eco-
nomic developmentof Addu.

“Another important project
being carried out with Indian
assistance is the redevelop-
ment of the Addu Roads and
Drainage Development, with
an outlay of $70 million is
nearing completion and once
completed, will solve problems
of waterloggingand roadsin
Addu" he said.

SEBIchiefBuch counters 2
Hindenburg allegations

== KUSTI MEIN CHUSTI LAYE
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Mamataurges Odisha
CM toensure safety of
Bengal migrant workers

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
spoke to Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi

over allegations that several Bengali

migrant workers living in Odisha have been
assaulted, sources at the state administrative
headquarters, Nabanna, said.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee today spoke to Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi over allegations that
several Bengali migrant work-
erslivingin Odishahave been
assaulted in the neighbouring
state, sources at the state
administrative headquarters
Nabanna said.

Accordingto the sources,
the Odisha chief minister
assured Miss Banerjee that
suchincidents would notbe
repeated in the future.

There have been allega-
tions that several Bengali
migrant workers living in
Odishahave been assaulted.
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee expressed concern
over the issue and rang up
Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi.

Accordingto these sources,
the Odisha Chief Minister
assured over the phone that
suchincidents would notbe
repeated in the future and
stepswould be taken to pre-
vent such incidents.

It has also been learned
that Mamata Banerjee,
through the Odisha govern-
ment, has invited these
migrant workers to return
to West Bengal and work

here instead.

This came after a video
was widely circulated showing
aaperson assaultingavendor
selling miscellaneous goods
on a bicycle.

The vendor was asked to
show his Aadhaar card, and
when he failed to produce
it, he was beaten. However,
the authenticity of this video
hasnotbeen verified by The
Statesman.

According to sources from
Nabanna, amid the unrest
in Bangladesh, several Bengali
migrant workers living in
Odishahave been harassed.
There have also been alle-
gations that they are being
beaten on suspicion of being
Bangladeshi.

Itmaybe mentioned that
earlier at least 20 migrant
workers from West Bengal’s
Murshidabad district, who
were branded as Bangladeshis
and allegedly beaten up in
Odisha were rescued and
brought back to the state.

On 19 March this year, a
week after CAA [Citizenship
(Amendment) Act] rules were
notified, around 20 migrant
workers from Murshidabad
were attacked by a group of
people at Bhadrakin Odisha.
The workers were tied up,
branded as Bangladeshis
and beaten up.

Paris Games:
India finishes
in 71st place

AGENCIES
PARIS, 11 AUGUST

With a grand total of six me-
dals ~ asilverand five bronze
~ India finished in the 71st
place on the Paris Olympics
medals tally, while the United
States of America ended in
top place with a total of 126
medals, in the Games that
ended on Sunday.

India’s medals were con-
tributed by Neeraj Chopra,
who tooksilverin themen’s
javelin throw, while the
bronzes came from shooters
Manu Bhaker, who won
two ~ one in a team event
with Sarabjot Singh ~ and
Swapnil Kusale, the Indian
men's hockey team and
wrestler Aman Sehrawat.

Former EAM K Natwar
Singh passes away
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

Senior politician and former
external affairs minister K
Natwar Singh passed away
on Saturday. He was 95.
Hewas admitted ata hos-
pital in Gurugram following
an illness and breathed his
last there on Saturday night.
According to a news
agency, his son Jagtar Singh
has said: “He was ill for a

very long time. His health
deteriorated over the past
two months. He was in the
hospital for the past
month...Yesterday, he took
hislastbreath.” “Hislastrites
will be performed at Lodhi
Road Crematorium tomor-
row, 12th August,” Jagtar
Singh said.

Natwar Singh, a former
diplomat, later joined politics,
and had served as External
Affairs Minister in the UPA
regime back in 2004-05.

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and current
External Affairs Minister, S
Jaishankar, have expressed
griefon Singh’s passing away
andrecalled his contributions
to Indian foreign policy.

Could haveremainedinpowerifThadsurrendered St Martin’s
Island & allowed Americatohold swayover Bayof Bengal: Hasina

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 11 AUGUST

Former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
said that she could have
remained in power if she
had "surrendered" the sov-
ereignty of Saint Martin’s
Island and “allowed America
to hold sway over the Bay of
Bengal”, mediareports said.
Disclosing the contents
of her undelivered speech
in India, where Hasina flew
on 5 August amid violent
protests in her country, the
76-year-old leader said that
sheresigned so thatshe does
nothave toseea "procession
of dead bodies".
Theserevelations are part
of her undelivered speech,
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which she wanted to make
butwhich could nothappen
as protesters reached her
residence and she was forced
to flee the country.

The former prime minister
said she was pained over her
party Awami League being
targeted but said she “will
return to Bangladesh soon”.

epaper.thestatesman.com

She said that she would
pray for the future of
Bangladesh.

“I resigned so that I did
not have to see the procession
ofdead bodies. They wanted
to come to power over the
dead bodies of students, but
I did not allow it. I resigned
from premiership. I could
have remained in power if
had surrendered the sover-
eignty of Saint Martin’s Island
and allowed America to hold
sway over the Bay of Bengal.
I beseech the people of my
land, please do not be manip-
ulated by radicals,” her unde-
livered speech says.

“If I had remained in
the country, more lives would
have been lost, more resources
would have been destroyed.

Imade the extremely difficult
decision to exit. I became
your leader because you
chose me, you were my
strength,” the former prime
minister stated.

In May, Sheikh Hasina
had claimed that "conspira-
cies" were being hatched to
topple her government and
alleged a "whiteman's" plot
to carve a new "Christian
country" out of Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina had claimed
that if she allowed a certain
country to build an airbase
in Bangladesh, then she would
have had no problem.

Bangladesh saw protests
againstjob quotas that snow-
balled into awider movement
against the government, forc-
ing Sheikh Hasina to resign

from the Prime Minister's
post.

Over400 peoplelosttheir
lives in the protests since
mid-July.

After Sheikh Hasina's
departure to India, Nobel
laureate and microfinance
pioneer Muhammad Yunus
took over as the head of the
interim government on Thurs-
day and assured that the new
regime would not only restore
peacein the countrybutalso
ensure the protection of Hin-
dus and other minorities.

Amid massive student
protests demandingjudicia-
ry'srevamp, Bangladesh Chief
Justice Obaidul Hassan and
five other top judges were
forced to resign on Satur-

day.
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Statusreportonidielandofsevenclosed
factoriesbeingpreparedbyWestBurdwan DM

once, the Asansol-Durgapurregion hosted the biggestindustrialzoneinthe country, but many factoriesbecamesick since the late eighties

DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY
DURGAPUR, 11 AUGUST

he district magistrate
of West Burdwan, S.
Ponnambalam has
been preparingasta-
tus report of the idle land of
seven closed industries,
totalling about 2,100 acres
and will submitit to the state
commerce and industry
department shortly.

Recently, there had been
frequentvisits by the top offi-
cials of the state commerce
and industry department
along with local officials like
DM, ADM and land reforms
department in West Burdwan
district .

Once upon a time, the
industrial region of West Bur-
dwan district ~ Asansol and
Durgapur ~ were regarded
as the Ruhr of India and was
the biggest zone of heavy
industries in the country after
Independence, butsince the
late eighties many factories
started becoming sick due

tovariousreasons and slowly
shut down over the next two
decades.

Huge tracts of industrial
land are now lying idle in
Asansol and Durgapur, in a
state where the government
is scouting for land to set up
fresh investments.

The statusreportrelating
to seven closed factories —
Hindustan Cables Limited
(HCL), Rupnarayanpur, Cycle
Corporation of India, Sen
Raleigh, Hindustan Fertiliser
Corporation Limited (HFCL),
Durgapur, MAMC (Mining
and Allied Machinery Cor-
poration), Durgapur, Bharat
Opthalmic Glass Limited
(BOGL), Kesoram Rayon
Industries, Kulti, Hindustan
Pilkington Glass Factory,
Asansol, with a total area of
2095.42 acres ofland isbeing
prepared.

The current legal status
of the idle industrial land is
alsoupdated in thereport. It
is still not clear whether the
state government will take

it
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over this vast industrial land
and set up anindustrialland
bank, but it the commerce
and industry department is
keen to getback theland and
setup fresh industries in the
region.

Hindustan Cables Limited
(HCL) has 947 23 acres of
land, out of which 511.04
acres are idle and unused

land, while the old factory is
constructed on 332.4 acres
ofland, and otherland includ-
ing water bodies etc are on
48.85 acres of land. There is
nolegal dispute and theland
belongs to the central public
sector body.

Hindustan Fertiliser Cor-
poration of India (HFCL), in
Durgapur has a total of 541
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acres ofland, which includes
the closed plant on 73 acres
ofland, 468 idle and unused
land. Thisland also belonged
to the CPSU and has no legal
issues. There have also been
no encroachments.

For MAMC Limited in Dur-
gapur, out of its total 193.67
acres of land, the old factory
is set up on 40.27 acres and
153.4 acres are lying idle.
Thereisnolegal dispute and
the land belongs to a con-
sortium of three CPSUs.

Bharat Opthalmic Glass
Limited (BOGL), Durgapur,
has a total area 46.51 acres,
out of which 21.57 acres are
vacant and 9.94 acres are
covered by the old plant.
There is no legal issue and
theland belongs to the CPSU.

Kesoram Rayon Industries,
Kulti has 71.43 acres of land,
out of which the factory is
setuponb5.54 acresand 43.14
acres is lying idle. It also has
ponds on 6.65 acres and about
16 acres ofland is encroached.

A case is registered in West
Bengal Land Reforms and
Tenancy Tribunal. The land
belonged to the Birla Group.

Out of 56.48 acre of total
land belonging to the Hin-
dustan Pilkington Glass fac-
tory, in Ushagram, Asansol,
13.23 acres have factory struc-
tures, 19.46 acres are lying
idle, 19 acres have ponds,
while 4.39 acres of land has
been encroached. The land
belongs to a private company
and a case is registered in
the high court.

For Cycle Corporation of
India (CCI), Sen Raleigh,
Asansol, out of a total 239.1
acres ofland, 178.42 acres of
land arelyingidle. The factory,
presently dilapidated, was
constructed on 40.86 acres
of land.

There are encroachments
on 3.02 acres of land and
16.81 acres ofland have ponds.
Theland belonged to a private
company and a writ petition
is pending in the high court.

Charanjit Singh, INTTUC

leader of Hindustan Cables
said that the trade union
welcomes any fresh invest-
ments as it will boost the
socio economic scenario of
Rupnarayanpur.

Ashim Chatterjee, INTUC
presidentof MAMC said that
hehasbeen fighting for revival
and reopening of MAMC
since the past twenty years
and at this juncture any pos-
itive move from the Mamata
Banerjee governmentis wel-
come.

The West Bengal govern-
ment has already given its
nod to a proposal to set up
an industrial estate on 193
acres of unused land of
Dhakeswari Cotton Mill in
Burnpur of West Burdwan.
The West Bengal Industrial
Development Corporation
(WBIDC) has acquired the
land for the purpose.

These vast tracts of unused
land, once acquired, will give
avery bigboost to industrial
development in the state,
experts feel.

Security tightened at North Bengal Medical College
& Hospital following Kolkata rape-murderincident

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 11 AUGUST

In the wake of the recent
rape and murder of afemale
intern at R.G. Kar Medical
College, security has been
heightened across the North
Bengal Medical College and
Hospital (NBMC&H) cam-
pus.

An additional 15 female
police constables have been
deployed to guard the four
girls' hostels on campus.

According to Dr. Sandeep
Sengupta, Dean of NBMC&H,
the constables will be sta-
tioned at the hostelsin three
shifts, with five constables
assigned to each shift to
ensure continuous surveil-
lance.

Meanwhile, students, jun-
ior doctors, and faculty mem-
bers have been staging
protests on the NBMC&H
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campus since yesterday.

They are demanding the
resignation of the Principal
of R.G. Kar Medical College
and a judicial inquiry into
the incident.

Protesters claim that more
than one individual was
involved in the crime. The
junior doctors are also urging
that the final post-mortem
report be made public.

"The occurrence of such
an incident could not have

Minister inaugurates
mortuary at Chandannagar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 11 AUGUST

State minister Indranil Sen
on Saturday evening inau-
gurated amortuary equipped
with four refrigerated cabinets
atKodaichanditalain Chan-
dannagar.

Mortuary cabinets are
low-temperature refrigerated
cabinets that are used to
keep bodies for a short or
long time.

Before the inauguration
of the mortuary, one minute's
silence was observed in
remembrance of the departed
soul of former Bengal chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharya.

On the occasion were
present Chandannagar Mayor
Ram Chatterjee, Deputy
Mayor Munna Aggarwal,
members of the Bidhan Sabha
Utsab Committee and other
dignitaries.

Mr Sen, speaking at the
inauguration, pointed out
how the state chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has con-

Mortuary cabinets
are low-temperature
refrigerated cabinets
that are used to
keep bodies for a
short or long time

stantly laid emphasis on
progress and development
work and said she has
expressed her satisfaction
over the progress and devel-
opmentwork undertakenin
the Bidhan Sabha area.

She has also extended her
thanks to those who have
actively extended their help
and support to set up the
mortuary at Chandannagar,
Mr Sen said.

Mr Sen thanked the Chan-
dannagar utsab committee
and four benevolent person-
alities of the town for their
valuable contribution towards
setting up the mortuary. He
also thanked the Chandan-
nagar corporation for pro-
viding the location where
the mortuary has come up.

CANCELLATION OF MAITREE EXPRESS

As per message received from Bangladesh Railways, 13109

Kolkata-Dhaka Maitree Express (JCO 13.06.2024) and 13107

Dhaka-Kolkata Maitree Express (JCO 13.08 2024) will remain
cancelled. Inconveniance is regrelted
Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

Eastern Railway

Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway [ @easternrailwayheadquarter
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been possible without the
involvement of insiders at
R.G. Kar Medical College,"
said Dr. Sengupta, who was
on night duty on Saturday
and has been present on the
NBMC&H campus since mid-
night to monitor the situa-
tion.

Dr. Sengupta highlighted
the security vulnerabilities
on the NBMC&H campus,
which spans over 103 acres.

While the campus is sur-

EVENING RITUAL

rounded by boundary walls,
some sections are damaged,
allowing criminals to poten-
tially enter the premises.

He also noted that several
buildings under construction
could serve as hideouts for
criminal activity.

“We have spoken to the
police officials who visited
the campus about the need
to strengthen security meas-
ures. Although there is a
police outpost within the
campus, it is understaffed
and responsible for overseeing
a large area beyond the
NBMC&H campus,” Dr. Sen-
gupta added.

He further mentioned that
there are a sufficient number
of CCTV cameras on campus,
most of which are operational.
However, a few cameras
require immediate repairs
to ensure full coverage of
the area.

FLAGBEARERS

Vendors stack kites with the theme of the National flag for sale ahead of Independence Day celebrations, in Kolkata on Sunday.

SNS

Sandhya Arati is performed at Chandannagar Rani ghat on Sunday evening. On the occasion
were present, among others, state ministers, Mr Indranil Sen, Mr Beccharam Manna, Mr Sneha-

sis Chakraborty, MP Mitali Bag and District Magistrate Mukta Arya .

SNS

Awami League student
leader arrested from Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

A leader of the student
organisation of Bangladesh's
former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's party, the
Awami League, was arrested
from a village near the
India-Bangladesh border
in Murshidabad.

Acting on a tip-off, the
Border Security Force (BSF)
apprehended the young
man named Abdul Kader
on Saturday during a raid.
He was later handed over
to the police at Raghunath-
ganj police station. The
accused was presented in
Jangipur sub-divisional
court on Sunday.

According to BSF sources,

BSF has heightened
surveillance in the
border areas

amid the unrest following
the fall of the Hasina gov-
ernment in Bangladesh,
many leaders and activists
of the Awami League have
fled the country. Some have
tried to hide in villages near
the border. In response,
the BSF has heightened
surveillance in the border
areas.

During this time, they
received information that
Kader had been hiding for
the past four days in a village
near the Boyraghat border
outpostin the Raghunath-

ganj police station area.

Subsequently, personnel
from the 115 battalion of
the BSF conducted a search
operation in the village and
apprehended him. The BSF
handed the arrested student
leader over to the police.

According to police
sources, during interroga-
tion, Kader revealed that
his home isin Narayanganj
district in Bangladesh. He
fled to India after the move-
ment demanding quota
reform in Bangladesh
became violent. He left
Bangladesh on 6 August,
traveling by road, water,
and even swimming part
of the way before taking
refuge in Chapainawabganj
near Murshidabad.

Borolifishreturnsto North Bengal rivers, stirring memories of late CM Buddhadeb Bhattacharya

BISWABRATA GOSWAMI
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

The much-awaited return of

the Boroli fish, also known
as the Hilsa Boroli, has brought
reliefto the residents of North
Bengal and rekindled mem-

ories of the late former Chief

Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-

tacharya, a noted admirer of

this prized delicacy. The Boroli
fish, celebrated foritsunique
flavor and cultural significance,
haslongbeen a staple in the
diets of North Bengal’s inhab-
itants and a sought-after treat
for tourists visiting the region.

The Boroli fish, which
thrives in the rivers of North
Bengal~particularly the Teesta,
Torsa, Kaljani, and

Jaldhaka~has been especially

prized when sourced from
the Teesta River, earning it
the affectionate nickname
"Teesta Hilsa." However, last
year’s monsoon season
brought unforeseen chal-
lenges. Landslides and water
contaminationin Sikkimled

to a devastating die-off of

fishinthe Teesta,leaving the
region without its beloved
Boroliforeightlong months.
The absence of this seasonal
fish, typicallyabundant from
the onset of the monsoon
until winter, caused wide-
spread concern amonglocals
and tourists alike.

As the monsoon rains
arrived in North Bengal this

June, the region braced for
another difficult season. Heavy

rains and runoff from the

hills turned the waters of the
Teesta cloudy, raising fears
that the Boroli might not
return. “But as the waters
began to clear, the Boroli fish
reappeared, much to the relief
and delight of fishermen and
fishlovers,” said Anil Brahma,
a teacher and nature lover,
adding that the return of the
Boroli has notonlyrejuvenated
the local fishing economy
butalsorestored acherished
partof North Bengal's cultural
heritage.

epaper.thestatesman.com

The Boroli fish can grow
up to six inches in length,
and the larger specimens,
easily recognizable by their
yellowish bellies due to excess
fat, are highly valued in the
market. Prices for these fish
have surged, with larger Boroli
fetching between Rs. 800 to
1200 per kilogram. Despite
the high cost, the demand
for this delicacy remains
strong, especiallyamong those
who cherish the region’s culi-
nary traditions.

The return of the Boroli
fish also brings to mind the
late Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharya’s deep connection
with North Bengal. The former

Chief Minister was known
for his love of the region’s
folk culture and its unique
culinary delights, with Boroli
fish being one ofhis favorites.
Duringhis stays at the Cooch
Behar Circuit House, Bhat-
tacharya often requested
meals featuring Boroli fish
from the Torsa River, prepared
in both traditional and fried
forms. His fondness for this
delicacy was so profound that
the then Forest Minister,
Anant Roy, once personally
delivered Boroli fish to Bhat-
tacharya’s home in Kolkata.

Ashok Bhattacharya, for-
mer state minister and former
mayor of Siliguri Municipality,

alongwith Anant Roy, recently
reminisced about the late
ChiefMinister’s affection for
North Bengal and its culinary
treasures. They expressed
their deep respect for Bhat-
tacharya, recalling his sim-
plicity, dedication, and the
indelible mark he left on the
region. The CPM leadership,
alongwith countless citizens,
continues to mourn his pass-
ing, recognizing the void left
by his absence.

AsNorth Bengal celebrates
the return of the Boroli fish,
the memories of Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya’s contributions
and his love for the region’s
cultural and culinary heritage
serve as apoignantreminder
ofthe deep connections that
define this vibrant part of
India. The Boroli fish, once
again gracing the rivers of
North Bengal, is more than
just a culinary delight; it is a
symbol of theregion’s endur-
ing traditions and thelasting
legacy of a leader who cher-

ished them.
. L] : L
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A woman clay artist deco-
rating an image of Lord
Ganesh ahead of the
upcoming festivel of
Ganesh Chaturthi at Kumar-
tuli In Kolkata. = sns

Civic volunteer
arrested, retrenched
after making

‘R G Kar-like
treatment’ threat

BURDWAN, 11 AUGUST

Susanta Roy, a civic volunteer
attached to Bhatar police
station, was arrested yes-
terday after a on-dutyfemale
physician complained of
intimidation and making
threats of ‘RG Kar like treat-
mentwith her' againsthim.

Aheavily drunk Susanta
had been brought to the
Bhatar State General Hos-
pital following complaints
of sustained dizziness and
abdominal pain.

Roy was arrested soon
after the woman doctor
filed the complained and
subsequently he was
removed from his contrac-
tual role as a civic police
volunteer. Today, the Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court
in Burdwan sent him to 5-
days’ police remand.

Separately, a youth and
his father-in-law, booked
on charges of allegedly
trying to outrage the modesty
of an on-duty Post Graduate
Teainee in Burdwan after
the sudden death of the
youth's father, were released
on bond by police on the
condition that they would
cooperate with furtherinves-
tigations.

The youth, Nuruddin
Mondal of Raigram in Mon-
teswar, East Burdwan and
his father-in-law Lalon
Sheikh were booked by
police after the PGT at Bur-
dwan Medical College and
Hospitallodged a complaint
that Nuruddin had made
objectionable advances
towards her.

Her complaintread: "The
party touched me inappro-
priately and threatened
me."

Based on the complaints,
the police booked Nuruddin
under Sections 51 (2), 75
(2), 79 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita.
Arko Banerjee, ASP, Burd-
wan stated: “Theyhave ini-
tially been charged with
bailable sections and so
werereleased pendinginves-
tigations." SNS

Superintendent of RGKar Hospitalremoved

Medicalstudentsand doctorsare continuing protestsinhospitalsacross the state, affecting patientservices

Chiefsecretary, CPvisit RGKar
hospital tomonitor probe progress

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST :

he medical superin-

tendent of R G Kar

Hospital was removed

from his position on
Sunday, days after a female
post graduate trainee doctor
was raped and murdered
while on duty at the hospi-
tal.

Meanwhile, protests
demanding quick punishment
of the culprits responsible
continued for the third day
on Sunday, affecting services
in government hospitals across
Bengal.

Accordingto sources, the
hospital superintendent, Dr.
Sanjay Vasishth has been
replaced by Dr. Bulbul
Mukhopadhyay, who is the
dean of the hospital and also
amember of the 11-member
inquiry committee formed
to investigate the rape and
murder.

Protesters had demanded
the removal of the principal,
but instead, the authorities
decided to remove the super-
intendent in an attempt to
pacify the situation.

The incident at R G Kar
Hospital has led to a strike
by doctors in other medical
colleges and hospitals across
the state, causing difficulties
for patients, many of whom
arereturning withoutreceiving
treatment.

To address this, on Sunday,
the Director of Medical Edu-
cation(DME) issued an order
instructing all doctors to
return to workimmediately.
This order applies to doctors
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Junior doctors, nurses and medical staff staée d p'r'otest demanding thorough inquiry into the
murder of a female post-graduate trainee (PGT) doctor, at the gate of RG Kar Medical College
and HOSDItaI |n Kolkata on Sunday.. = BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

atalllevels of hospitals, includ-
ingblock, district,and head-
quarters hospitals. The Direc-
tor of Medical Education's
order also mentions that all
hospitals must reopen their
outpatient departments (OPD)
starting Monday. The respon-
sibility for ensuring this lies
with the MSVP, or Medical
Superintendent of the indi-
vidual hospitals.

However, according to
Rabiyul Islam, representing
the Resident Doctors' Asso-
ciation, they will not comply
with this directive, and all
doctors on the payroll will
continue their strike.

Meanwhile, the repercus-
sions of the R G Kar Hospital

incident are being felt nation-
wide. The All India Federation
of Doctors' Associations has
announced a protest pro-
gramme starting Monday.
The Resident Doctors' Asso-
ciation has also called for
nationwide protests. They
plan to write to the Prime
Minister, the Union Home
Minister, and the Health Min-
ister, arguing that health edu-
cationis ajointresponsibility
and that the central govern-
ment cannot evade its respon-
sibility for incidents like the
one at R G Kar.

Doctors' organisations are
gearing up to demand proper
security for doctors and nurses
in every hospital across the

country. In this regard, the
President of Bengal BJP,
Sukanta Majumdar, has
already written to BJP's Nation-
al President J.P. Nadda,
requesting that he inspect
the state's government hos-
pitals.

Meanwhile the R G Kar
Hospital administration has
cancelled all leaves for doctors
and non-medical staff due
to the recent situation at the
hospital. In a notice, the RG
Kar administration announced
that this order would take
effectimmediately. However,
those whose leave had already
been approved will not be
required to return to work
immediately.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

The state's chief secretary B
P Gopalika and Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet Goyal
visited the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on Sun-
day amid the protests over
the rape and murder of a
female doctor. Junior doctors
atthehospital are continuing
their sit-in demonstration.

The chief secretary and
the Kolkata police chieftook
stock of the situation regarding
the investigation into the
rape and murder case.

Priorto their arrival, offi-
cials from Lalbazar's Detective
Department had already
reached the scene. Members
of the scientific wing of foren-
sicdepartment and SIT team
were there.

Later, the Commissioner
of Police informed media
that, in response to the stu-
dents' demands, ACP (North)
Chandan Guha, whowason

From Tuesday, the Resident
Doctors' Association has
called for anationwide protest.
They have decided to shut
down several hospital services
throughout the day. The
organisation mainlyintends
to halt "elective services,"
meaning planned hospital
services, especially surgeries

duty on the night of the inci-
dent, has beenremoved from
his position.

Meanwhile, the joint CP
of Kolkata Police, Muralidhar
Sharma met the family mem-
bers at the victim's residence
and handed over the post
mortem report to the parents.

Later he informed the
Press that police took note
of their requests regarding
investigation matters and
police also apprised them
the current situation of the
investigation.

The victim’s father later
told the Press that it should
beinvestigated whether key
accused was given any con-
tract to kill his daughter.

On Sunday, the Resident
Doctors' Association at RG
Kar Medical College held a
press conference where they
presented a four-point charter
ofdemands. The junior doc-
tors have stated that they
will continue the protest
until theirdemands are met,

that were scheduled in
advance, will be cancelled.
However, emergency services
will remain operational.

In protest against the R.G.
Kar Hospital incident, doctors
at several government hos-
pitals across the state, includ-
ing Kolkata, continued their
strike on Sunday. The strike

and they will refrain from
work. The protesters demand
thatthe accused be arrested,
subjected to ajudicial inves-
tigation based on proper evi-
dence, and given the death
penalty.

Additionally, they insist
that the evidence against the
accused, including CCTV
footage and findings from
the post-mortem report, be
shared in detail with repre-
sentatives of the protesting
doctors. They also demand
thatthehospital's principal,
superintendent, head of the
Department of Pulmonary
Medicine, and the on-duty
police officer at the interim
RG Kar Medical College police
station issue awritten apology
and resign. Furthermore, they
called for the immediate
announcementof appropriate
financial compensation for
the deceased's familyand for
regular written updates on
the progress of the investiga-
tion.

is ongoing not only at R G
Karbutalso at Calcutta Med-
ical College, National Medical
College, and Burdwan Medical
College.

While services have par-
tiallyresumed in some places,
the atmosphere of protest
and agitation persists even
on Sunday.

Abhishek Banerjee pledges stern
action against corrupt party leaders

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

Trinamul Congress national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee pledged to take
stern action against party
leaders and workers against
whom complaints of muscle
flexing and extortion are
lodged.

Anyone livingin Diamond
Harbour constituency can
send a Whatsapp message
tophone number 7887778877
toregister their complaints,
said Mr Banerjee, who held
an administrative meeting
at Diamond harbour con-
stituency on Saturday.

He said onreceiving com-
plaints the administration
will conductinquiry and any-
one found guilty will not be
spared. He said some party
leaders were engaged in mus-
cleflexing and extortion and
asked them to give up the
malpractice. “ Anyone found
guilty of extortion will be
taken to task and no one will
be spared,” he said.

Earlier, from the podium
of the Martyrs’ Day obser-
vation on 21 July, Mr Banerjee
had said he had taken a short
leave of two months from
politics and during this period
he has prepared a blueprint
how the party could be run
inamore transparent manner.
He said the new steps would
be evident within two months.

It may be recalled that
Trinamul Congress chair-
person Miss Mamata Banerjee
and Mr Abhishek Banerjee

have spoken over and again
that corruptleaders have no
place in the party.

Political observers said
before the civic election which
is scheduled to be held in
2025 and the Assemblyelec-
tion due in 2026, the Trinamul
Congress wants to project a
clean image. Complaints of
extortion have been lodged
against some local leaders
and the party will go all out
toremove leaders without a
clean image.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 AUGUST

In the wake of the brutal
murder after alleged rape of
a second year post graduate
medical student of RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital,
Union minister and BJP state
president Sukanta Majumdar
has penned an urgent letter
to BJP national president and
the Union minister of health
and family welfare, ] P Nadda
urgingimmediate corrective
measures and intervention
of the National Medical
Commission (NMC) and the
CBI to investigate the mat-
ter.

Theletter highlighted the
dire need for an unbiased
investigation, enhanced secu-
rity measures in government-
run medical colleges and
hospitals, psychological sup-
port for the medical com-
munity, and areview of infra-
structure provided to medical
staff.

Mr Majumdar's letter
underscores the growing

17 JUuly £usL4q, NOIKd4ALld

Ham

S 1

demand for a CBI probe to
ensure an impartial investi-
gation, emphasising the grav-
ity of the crime. He also called
for the National Medical
Commission to be involved
in investigating the matter
and enforcing stringent secu-
rity protocols within medical
institutions.

Theletter further stressed
the need for psychological
counseling and moral support
for the doctors, nurses, and
staffat RG Kar Medical College,
who are deeply affected by
the incident. Additionally,
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concerns were raised about
the infrastructure provided
to medical professionals,
with particular attention to
the lack of safe and secure
spaces for those on duties.
The Union health ministry
is yet to respond to Mr.
Majumdar's letter.
Thebrutalincidentat RG
Kar Medical College and Hos-
pital in Kolkata has sent
shockwaves across the nation,
with widespread protests and
demands for swift justice.
The incident, involving the
brutal assault and murder

R G Karincident: Sukanta Majumdarwrites
toJP Nadda forintervention of NMC and CBI

of a post-graduate trainee
doctor, has led to calls for
immediate government inter-
vention and a Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) probe.

According to reports, the
young doctor's lifeless body
was discovered in a seminar
hall within the hospital prem-
ises. The autopsy confirmed
that she had been sexually
assaulted before being stran-
gled and smothered to death.
The victim was found in a
semi-nude condition, with
signs of severe assault, includ-
ingbleeding from her private
parts and injuries on multiple
areas of her body.

The horrific crime that
has deeply shaken the medical
fraternity also ignited wide-
spread public outrage. Stu-
dents and staff from RG Kar
Medical College have organ-
ized protests and candlelight
vigils to demand justice for
their colleague. The victim's
family and various other
quarters have been vocal in
their demand for a CBl inves-
tigation.

Indicative advertisement for FPS{Ration) Dealership

Applications are invited from eligible applicants for filling up the following vacancies of
Fair Price Shop Dealers on the terms and conditions mentioned in the respective notifications
duly published in the Official Website [https://food.wh.gov.in) of the Food B Supplies

Department, West Bengal

FOOD & SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT
DIRECTORATE OF DDPAS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
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