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MIDDLE EAST WAR

Gazansflee

as Israelis

push into
lkhan Younis

Army widens evacuation orders

Arab Mews ' padb

Palestinians fled southern
Gazas maln city on
sunday as the Israeli
military ordered more
evacuations, a day after
one of the deadliest
reporied sirikes in more
than 100 months of war.

Thee fizhitinge in the besieged Gaza
Strip between Israch forces and
Hamas has sent tensions soaring
aerass the regon, mcloding  n
the occupied West Bank, where
medics sakd an [sracli man was
killed on Sunday in a shooting,

Intense  diplomacy in recend
clays sought o avert a wider war
m the Middke East follbowing the
Eillings of militant leaders, while
mternational mediators  invited
Israel amd Harmas (o resume stalbed
talks toward a long-soughl Gaza
truce and hostage -refease deal

(rerman Chancellor Olaf Schalz
tdd  Israell  Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in a phone
call on Sunday that “an cond
to the war in Gaza would be a
declsive step toward a regional
che-emealation.”

Hundreds of Palestimans Fled
o thern neighborhoods of Khan
Youniz, southern Gazas main
city, already ravaged by monihs
of bombardment and battles after
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LEATHER ARTISANS

The ancient art of leather crafl-
ing, a symbad of local cultural
heritage, is experiencing a renais-
sance in the heart Najran. PS

~ TRAN MINISTER

Abbas Aragehl was nominated
as Iran’s forelgn minister by Presi-
ckenit Masou] Pezeshkian, Iran's
parliamend spealker sawd. P8

— OLYMPIC GLORY

Ethiopian-born Dutch athlete
Sifan Hassan's endurance gambsde
af the Pans Games hnally pad off
after she sprinted away for Olym:

pic meErathon pokd on Sunday. P8 |

Israel issued Mesh evacuation
oclers i the early morming.

The military dropped leaflets
and senit mobile phone messames
warning of “dangerous combat ™
in Al-Jalaa district and telling
Palestinian residents to  leave
the area, which until Sunday
wis designated a humanitarian
safe aone,

The UUN agency for Palestinkan
refugees, TUNRWA, said that
"lust n the past few days, more
than 75,000 people have boen
displaced in southwest Gaza”

Families gathered their meager
belongings as crowds beft Al-Jalan,
BN lsading maAiresses,
clothing, and cooking wlensils
into pick-up trucks. Others ook
to the road on foot

Umm Sami Shahacla, a 55-year:
obd displaced Palestinian, said she
had “fed Gaza Clty at the start of
the war [or Ehan Younis,” hogsing
to find shelter,

Hama=s, in a statement, called
Arab and Muslim nations 1o
“take effective decisions™ to stop
the war and demanded an urgent
L'N Security Council meeting to
force Israel “to stop the ageres-
spon and genocide”

#Spotlight Pape I

& Related reports Fooes G4
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Poople Inspect the damage In Gaza City's Sheikh Radwan neighborhood following Sunday’s lsraedl bombardment. /477
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TALKS WITH ENVOY
Yemen leader
seeks urgent
aidto help

Slood victims

Samed &l-Batati A-Mukals

The Yemeni EoveErnment  on
Sunday retteriled s call to the
infernational  community o
assist the country's thousands
of flood  wictims, unhlock
hizhways, and restore services
in founr Yemenl provinoes,

Rashad Al-Alimi, chatirman of
Yemen's Presidential Leadership
Council, said at a4 meeting with
Steven H. Fagin, the TS amhbas-
saflor to Yemen, that the coantry
necds immediate houmanitarian
help to deal with the damape
cansed by foods and eakds in te
provinoes of Hapah, Hodewdah,
Taiz and Manrb.

FASTFACT

Four intarnally displaced
people were Killed and many
others were injured on Sunday
in Yermen's central province of
Marib when torrential rains and
hiﬂh winds pounded their tants,

Tefmen's Mational Ceriler
of Metecorology on  Sunday
reaffiomed  its warnings o

Yemenis throughout the coantry
against driving Into or staving
M Walercourses, [orecasiimg
heavy rainfall, floods, and strong
winds in Yemens highlands ancd
wisstern and southerm regons

Four mternally «displaced
people were killed, and many
others were injured on Sunday
in Yemens central province of
Marily when torrential rains
artl hzh winds pounded their
tents.

The four deaths take to 61 the
il in Yemen reported by the UN
since late July,

Saudi calligraffiti artist showcases Arabic’s ‘richness and versatility’
Inspired by Arabic calligraphy, Ahmed Al-Sulaimani aims to bring bold art form to the global stage

Rohaf Jambd Hiyvadh

Sauci artist Ahmed Al-Sulaimani
is redefining the boundaries of
traditional art forms by blending
Arabic calligraphy and prafii-
insgired technlgues,

"*Callrraffiti 15 a fusion aof
Ambic calhgraphy and graffit
art”  Al-Sulaimani told Amb
Newars,

“Whils eraflit typrcally
uses the English language and
betters,  calligraffiti  combines
Arahic calligraphy with grafil
techmogues. I form Aratac letiers

wsing graffit-inspired styles and
methods”

This approach has nt only
capturcd the attention of art
enthusizsts bt has also opsened
doors o remarkable oppor-
tundties,  including
mural collaboration with
Jeddah Mumicipality that
marked his fArst foray
into large-scale puhblic
i,

“This progect allowed
me toshowcase my skills
in integrating Arabic callig-
raphy into large-scale murals"

e said. "It caught the atten:

tion of many and inspired me 1o

continue exploring the use of

Arabic calligraphy in public art.”

Following that praject,
Al-Sulaimand b= g
and produced Jarge-scale
murals m 10 cilies across
the Ringdom, mcluding on
briczes, towers, and public
SPMCRE.

The pnnacle of his
achevements came with
the opportunity to design
Arabdc signage for the 2022
FIFA Waorkd Cup in Qutar

Tasked with creating towening
structures featuring Quranic
phirases,  Al-Salaimam’s  waork
browught the beauty of the Arabiac
Langruage to the glohal stage.
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The upsdate to the Investment Law
enhances Saudi Arabias position as a leading
lobal investment destination amd it supports

the comprehensive economic movemen|
witnessed by the Kingdom at all levels,
Bandar Alkhorayet

Bt induttry and mranad réeowrcas minsta:

Dhu]';n::
Theater contest

[thra's short play conlest seeks
to empower Sauch alent and
is inviting authors, directors
amnd actors to reveal their abili-
tHes and creativity at the lthra
Theater lrom Aug. 12-168. Visit
the Ithra app for more details.

Abha

Artvillage

Immerse yourself in local
heritage at the Al-Muftaha Yil-
lage Area Event, designed for
visitors from both within and
ouiside the reglon. For more
dietails, visit platinumlist. net.

Al
Art and tea

Enjoy the opportunity to palnt
whibe drinking tea and taking in
the serene landscape in the heanrt
of Ala. Held ai the Husaak
Center, you can book vour spot
throuwgh alulaplatinumlist. net.

Jeddah
Camel atiraction

The "Year of the Camel™ s an
interactive expericnce that ex-
plares the culiural impact of the
animal while detailing its histor-
Ic presence in the region, [ is lo-
cated at City Walk. Visit the Sau-
di Events app for more details.

| ieRegolster

;': o
bddullah Al-Habeeah,
the general supervisor
of the Sawdi aid agency
KSrelief, met Sawcli
Ambassador to Cuba Waleed
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Al-Homoodi in Riyadh on Sunday.
The parties discussed issues related
to relief and humanitarian affairs, the
sSaudi P'ress Agency reported.
Al-Homoodl pralsed the Eingdom's

MARK THE DAY

relicl and humanitarian cfforts
which are carried out through
RSsrelief, a body which aims to
alleviate the suffering of disadvan-
taged populations glohally,

Il jf‘ ({ lf :‘»Tl’end iﬂg Tolary’s ot fopics explained by Nada Jan

REST IN PEACE
Susan Wojcicki

Former YouTiuhe CED anl
longtime Google executive
sSusan Wajciclk has died at
the ape of 56

The news was announced by
Wopckclds hushand, Dennis Troper, who
revesled that she died after a two-year
batthe with hung cancer.

"My beloved wife of 26 years and
mother to our fve children left us
tockay after 2 vears of living with non
small cell hung cancer.” he said in a post
ot saocial medin.

Sheryl Sandberg, who wias vice prest-
cent of Googles sales and operations,
was among those who paid tnbate to
Wojpciclki in a post she shared on Face-
book, saving that the late tech pioneer
wias her mentor in the tech business,

“She taught me the business and
hedped me navigate o growing, iy
chaotic crganization at the beginning
of my career in tech” Sandberg wrote.

‘REALLY, THAT SONG T’

Celine Dion
&

agement expressed annoy-
c ance al Donald Trump for
the unauthonzed use of her

song at a campaign rally.

During Trumps presidential
campaien rally in Montana on Friday,
evenl orgunizers plaved the 1997 hit
song "My Heart Will Go OUn” which is an
integral part of the soundirack for the
film “Titanic."

On Saturday, Dioan's team took to X and
posted a statement that reack: *Today,
Celine Dion's management team and
her record label, Sony Music Entertain-
ment Canada Inc., became aware of the
unauthorised usage of the vickeo,
recording, musical performance,
and likeness of Celine Dion
singing "My Heart Will Go
Cin" at a Donald Tromp /1D
Vance campaien rally
in Montan,

“Tnn e wary i Lhis use
authorized, and Celine Dion
dioes not endorse this
or any similar use,” the
statement adds, emding
with a question directed
to the Trump cam-
paign: ... And re- f
ally, THAT song?”

Celine DMon and her man-

mRead MartyT7 replied: 1 have to say
using the “Titank:” theme somg for the
Trump cammpaign is very appropriate for
this sinking poditical campaign.”

pCallMeRIES quipped: "It's embar:
rassing when vou people get upsed
sompeone plaved vour musle sorme-
where™ To this gelean TienChow replicd:
“It's a statement that the artist 1= not in-
virlvedd and does nof endorze i, Nowhere
does it say anyone is wpset.”

This 15 nod the frst time Trumg has
been called out by a singer for using
their mussic withoat awthorization.

In 2020, during his re-election
campaign, the former president used
the song " Fortunate Son™ by John
Fogerty of the band Creedence
Clearwater Revival, who
=] & cepse-ard-desist
about the use of his music at
the campaign event.

“I wrode this song
becaiise, as a velerin, [
was disgusted that some
people were allowed
to be excluded from
SEFVITIE Rk COUTtry
because they had

access o politi-

cal and finan-
clal privilege”

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup

® Children can embark

o i delichous journey where
expert chels will puide them
through the world of French
pastiTy and culinary arts,
fostering independence and
conlidence through hands-on
experiences, Held at Ecole
Ducasse Abu Dhaba Stucho until
Aug. X3, For more details, check
visitabudhabi.ae.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® Dragon City Bahrain mn Davae
Al-Muharrag, Bahrain, is haoldd-
ing back-to-schood festivities in-
clhuding fantastic deals on school
supplies, creative arts and crals,
whimsical face painting. and a
meet-and-greet with the masoot,
i, Unitil Ang. 17, For mors
details, check calendar.bh,

Tod
Num

463k

Following recent
floods and heavy rains

in Yemen's Hajjah,

Al-Hudaydah, and Tz

governorates, Sawci aid
agency Ksreliefl distributed

emergency humanitarian
aid, including 5,535 [ood
baskeis, 1,580 tents, and

1356 shelter kits, ben-

efiting 46 EX5 people.

WhosWho
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Dr. Shadi
Badawood

r. Shadl Badawood, an
academic and experi-
eneed communication
professional in the
government amnd private sector,
was recently named Najran Um-
versity s official spokesperson.

His appaintment was
announced by the univer-
sity's president, Abdulrahman
Al-Ehudairi.

Badawond is an assistant
professor in the marketing
department af the univer-
sily's Business Administration
College and was appointed
director of corporate communi-
cations in 2023,

In a near-two-decade carecr,
he has held positions at the
University of Business and
Technology as editor-in-chief
ol Busimess Horzons magazine
i 20005 been responsible
for media supplements and
marketing administration at
Dkaz newspaper; served as
media consultant for Sandi
siudents’' clubs in the UK:
atd was chairman of the
Transforming Journey Tnitks-
tive for Saudi students arownd
the waorld.

In addition, he has published
several magazines for various
institutions, including the Saud
Cultural Mission in the UK,
Eb=ar Foundation, and Oxford
Academy in Jeddah,

® “House aof Color™ at

Cily Centre Bahrain is a

sakbe space [or creatives Lo
unleash their potential — and
vent any stress
guns and balloons. Have fun
while earming a chance to win a
Range Rover Velar, The experi-
enee for adalts will run until
Aug. 31. YVisit calendar.bsh for
maore detaiks,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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The detection of polio In wastewater In
Gaza is a tell-tale sign that the virus has
been circulating in the communily.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebroyosus
WHL & AFeCT el

o

Anan Tello _cnddan

More than 1 million
children in the (zaza Strip
are at risk of contracting
Lype 2 poliovirus, a highly
Infections disease that can
lead to paralysis and even
death, as displacement
andd the destraction of
sanitation infrastructure
leaves the population
vitlnerable to disease.

The Workl Health Ovgamzation
has announced plans 10 semd 1.2
millkin pols vaccmes o Gaa
after the virus was detected in
wastewater samples taken  [ast
month from displacement camps
in the northern governorates of
Fohan Younis and Deir Al-Balah.

Although no climcal cases of
polio have been diagnosed so
far, Hanan BEalkkhy, the WHi¥s
regional director, warned that
the virus coubd “spread further,
including across borders™ unbess
apenches acted quickly to vacct-
nide the population.

However, any mass polio
immumnization campaien in Gaza,
targeting GOO000 children under
the agme of B, woutld face a host of
challenges, chiel among them
the absenoe of a ceasclire which
woukl allow medics to safely
acoess displaced communities.

“We need a ceasefire, even a
temporary ceaschire, to sucoess-
fully underiake these campaizms,”
Balkhy said at a press hriefing on
Wedlmesalay,

Chkdiren ursdher the agee of 5, and
especially infants, are most at risk
from podic, a8 many missed out on
the regular vaccination campaiens
thaat had taleen place In Gaza belfare
the conflict began on Oct., 7.

The wvims, which spreads
through contact with the foces,
saliva or nasal mucus of an

g

INNUMBERS

1.2m

Polio vaccines the WHO
plans to sand to Gaza
to prevent cutbreak.

70':’/9
Proportion of Gaza's

sanitation facilitins
damaged or destroyed.

1.9

Palestinians in Gaza
displaced multiple times
sincea the confliot hu-ﬂ'n.n.

infected indivicheal, attacks nerves
in the spinal cord anc the brain
siem, beading 16 partial or bolal

parabyses within hours,
It can also immohilize chest
msches, CELISINE trowhle

breathing, even leading to death.
In Gazd, overcoswding,  a
lack of cleam water and hygene
materials, a deterorating health
systemn, and the destruction of

o ar ~
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

GAZA CONFLICT

Portents of a polio outbreak

WHO renews calls for Gaza ceaselfire to help facilitate the mass vaccination of children against the deadly virus

. 1.- L
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sanitation plants have all contrib-
uted to the reemermence of bype
2 according to Hamid Jafari, the
WHOS director of polio eradica-
ton, speaking i Wednesdays
e brdeding,

The UN cstimates al least 70
peroent of Gaza's water and sanita-
tion plants, including wastewater
treatment Gcllities and sewage
pumpdng  slations, have Dbeen
damaged or destroyed since the
afart of the conflict.

In late July, Gaza% health
authority declared the enclave a
"polioc epidemic zone,” blamong
the resurgence of the virus on
lsraels hombing campssign and
the ensulng damage this  had
caused to the healthcare system,

The Isracli military began its
bombardment of the Gaza Strip
in retaliation for the Oct. 7 Hamnas-
led aktack on southem Ismacl
Althowssh  the [sraeli  military
insists it does not larget clvilian
infrastructure, schools, hospitals,
and wtilities have suffered major
damage.

Diespite calls from the WHO and
cdlver akl bodies for the warring
parties in Gaza to allow “absodune
frecdom of moverment™ so that
medics can rodl out a vaccina-
ton campaien, the possibility of a
cesefire appears noChloser,

On  Wednesday, the Israeli
military  issued new o cvacua-
tion omders for several parts of
northern  Gaza, including  Beit
Hanotm, Manshiyya amd Shelkh
Eayel,

Avichay Adrace, the Israch
army’s spolesperson, posted the
evacuation orders on the social
media platform X, He instructed
the residents of Beit Hanoun 1o
“relocate  immediately™ to Deir
Al-Balah amd Zawayda

“Beeit Hamouin area ks still consid-
ered a dangerous combat zone,”

Childran undar
the age of 5,
i arvd Far
et are most
nt risk firam

pala amid
the canfllet,
bottom, which
has devastated
Gaza's health

system, left.
aAFP

bt added Despite  assurances
that these arcas would be treated
as safe rones in which civilians
conibd shelter, both Deir Al-Balah
and Zawavda have come ander
reguilar Israell attack i recend
modiths.

The UN reporied that while
nowhere in Gaza is safe, BG6
percent of the besteged Pales-
tinkan enclive s under Isracli
evacuatbon  orcders. About 1.9
millon of Gazas 201 million
population  have been displaced
multiple times sinoee Oct, 7

"Nowhere is safe. Evervwhiere
i2 a potential killing zone” UN
secretary-General Antonko
Giderres said at the opening of
the UUNEWA FPledgmeg Conler-

h OO O huly 12, The continuoas

movement of families in Gaza has
madic 1t difficult for aid agencics,
which are already short of fumnds
and struggding to reach aflected
populations, to locate and identify
umvaccinated children.

The WHOS pobio specialis
Iafard warned that the virus ooald
have been circudating in Gaia
since September, as the enclave
offered “ideal conditions® for its
ErAnS I SSion.

Before Oct, 7, pollo vaccine
coverage in the Occupied Pales-
tinkan Territories was cstimated
at 80 percent, according to the
WHO,

Even if the planned 1.2 million
VACTINGS are succrssiully
brought into Gaza, it will be a
“huge logistical challenge™ to
ensure their successhil deploy-
ment, WHO ofhceal Andrea king
told the BBC.

The vaccines must be stoped
within a lHmited temperature
range from the moment they
are manufaciured uniil they are
admiinistered,  Bringing these
chillsd vaccines into Giaza and
feeping them at the requored
temperature woulkd be a difficull
undertaking at the best of times.

The WHO's Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesas
sald on Weddnesday that a cease-
fire or at [east a few days of calm
wias essential to protect Gaza's
children.

As of July 7, the WHO has
recorded a surge in infectiouws
ciseases, incleding 1 million
cases of acule respiratory infec-
tons, 5770040 of acute walery
diarrhea, 107,000 of acote
jaundice svndrome, and
12,000 of blaody diarrhea.

It says this is primart v due
to a lack of clean drinking
witer and the destruction
of a critical water Facility in
Rifah, southern Gaia,
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The saudi Development
and Reconstruction
Program for Yemen has
had a significant Impact on
Yemen's healtheare system,
the saudi Press Agency

reported on Sunday.

The Kingdom alms (o achieve
sustainable development  in
the healthcare sector by imple
menting numerosus projects and
initiatives,

Rey  paopedcts
construction and equipping of
hospitals and medical centers,
along with the training of health-
care professionals,

The Ring 5alman Medical and
Educational City in Al-Mahra
Governorate is a prime example

inclmde 1he

RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS

Saudi development
program boosts health
sector in Yemen

More than 4.4m helped by Saudi-driven healthcare projects

af such an initiative, offering
a 10-bedd hosplital, outpatient
clinics and operaling rooms
within a complex of | million
4. meters.

The Prince Mohammed bin
Salman Hospital in Aden
which boasis a 270-bed capacity,
|4 speciallzed clinles and a heart

Initlatives have
hulpod vome

4 488 847
benaficiarios
wnd supported

26 madical
Facilithes

acrasd nlne
Fearmenl

Eovernorates.
5P,

center — provided more than 1.3
million medical consuliations,
3,700 surgeries, and 440 heart
operations from January 2023
to June 2024,

Projects such as the Takz Cancer
Treatment Center, the Hadramoud
University Hospital and Cancer
Treatment Center, and the Aden

Hehabilitation Center for IMsabied
Chillilren have been establisbvexd 1o
achdress specilic neesds

In addition, Al-Mahra’s Ridney
Dhalysis Center and the regton's
Operations and Infensive Care
Center have been crested to
improve care [or patients with
Kidney disease.

The program has  also
upgraded  existing
at Maribs General Authority
Hospital and the 26th of
september Hospital, along with
Aden General Hospital.

Inttiatives have helped some
+ 486547 benehcianes and
supported 26 medical facilites
across nine Yemeni governorales,
demonstrating the Ringdom's
commitment to improving the
health amnd well-being of the
COLTErY ™S |.'rL"l.||:I|L".
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Visitors to the horror zone are immersed in axcltement and suspense as they venture into the haumted lalr of the plrate world. Sooplied

ENTERTAINMENT

Diveinto the dark at Jeddah
Season's Haunted Pirales experience

Arab Mews Jr-idar

Visitors o Jeddah Season’s City
Walk zone have been enjoving the
Haunted Pirates attraction, which
offers  an  adrenaline-pumplng
Joumey thioaegh a world of hormmor
and imteractive puzzle-sodving for
all age groups.

The event f[eatures pirate-
themed areas, iInteractive perfor-
mances, a pirate ship, and The
Lost Treasure puczle game. As
visitors solve the puxzles they
progress {hrough the stages [or

an entertaining expericnce.

There s also a Pirate Iskand
game for children, which allows
them to enjoy sand and movemnent
games while promoting interac-
Bon ammong dilTerent age grougps,

Visilors (o the hormor Zone
are immersed n excitement
and suspense as they venture
intx the haunted Iir of the
pleate waorld. The atmosphiere s
charged with fear and tension,
hoightened by captivating
dance performances.

Haunted Pirates unbolds across

HIGHLIGH'T

The Haunted Pirates event
features pirate-themed areas,
interactive performances,

a pirate ship, and The Lost
Treasurs puzzle game.

three distinet areas. The flrst
phunges visitors o a harrowing
eXperience on a prate  ship
where they face off against
ghostly pirates, lesting  their
courage and spartt of adventire,

I'he secomd area presents the
puzzle-solving game The Lost
Treasure, which comprises
eight stages to challenge plavers

o unravel mysteries  before
PrOETeRSIng,
The third area, specifically

for children, introduces Pirate
Island, which features a sandy
playground  and  movement
EAmes 1o foster shared memories
o o and fun

The Haunted Prrates expert-
ence is open daily from [ pom. to
& pom. unbl Aug, 17,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Creative growth
New training to
enhance skills

inart, culture

The Ministry of Culture,
in collaboration with the
Mational eLearning Cenler,
hias introduced a new training
pathways inttative in culfine
and arts, aligning with the
cilliural development sirategy,
This scheme offers a ranse
of training options across
varioas culiural and artisthe

chormains, and Tosters a culture
of continuous learming and
erowth, inspiring national
tabent in the cultoral feld.
Enthusiasts and professionals
cam enrall in courses 80 redine
thedr skills and contrtbute to the
LTl Sector. To s5Em i, visil
Lhie= Mational eLesmminge Platformi
“FutureX” via the link: hitpes
forms.nele.govisa far/moc page.
As part of the training, the
minisiry provides fully funded
learning opportunities and
the chance for participants
b recerve trainding from
renowned global instiintions.
The scheme inehades 30
pathways with almost 150
iraining programs covering
l.'|.||l||.|.|'_l. Arts, thassleT, libran H™S,
[k, Fashiboa, heritage, visiial
arts, literature, pubhishing and
translation. SPA Riyadh

Natural artistry

Rock archesin
Tabuk showcase
geological wonders

Hock arches stand out as
excepthonil geological and
natural marvels, captivating
explorers and prompling
coflemplation on the TEmpsoral
and spatial dimensions of
variows landscapses,

Within the Hisma Desert,
which is bocated in the western
part of the Tabuk region,
mmeroys rock arches adorn
both the core and periphery
of the desert. These structures
attract tourists and spark
curbasity with thelr cireulas
sda s and intncate patterns

scientific studies attribate
the formatlaon of these amces
1o the combarecl efTect of wind
and the underiying geodogical
composition. The wind, as a
primary agent, propels sand
particles along the incline of
U= Tossilized terrain, bl g
to thelr accuminlation on the
leeward side.

This cvclical process
modds the distinetive rock
arches over time, with factors
like wind velocity, sediment
avallability, and geological
composition mfluencing
their size, configuration,
and evolution. SPA Riyadh
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Culinary gathering

Qassim farmers’
market to boost
local agriculture

Sauch Arabia’s Culinary Arts
Caanmmussian o collabBsoratikon
with the Ministry of
Environment, Water and
Azriculture, will hast a
farmers' market at Al-Nakheel
Avenne in Unalzah From

A, 16-17 anc Auwg. X3-24,

The market will alzo be held
at Aseeh Fartmn in Buraicah
o Apcil 2-31, 2025, (o
suppeert farmers and the
culinary sector by promoting
local crops, the Saudi Press
ARy repsorted,

T o mmerked will Fessl e
platforms displaying Qassim's
well-known crops, including
apriculiural seedlings, dates,
vegetables and leafy greens,

There will also be a section
for families to present popular
regional dishes and beverages
made from local prodiuce,

Vistbors can enjoy various
activitics, iInchading live music
and children's events such as
face painting. SPA Riyadh

Humanitarian mission
Saundi project
clears 720 Houthi
mines in Yemen

Members of Samdi Arablas
Praject Masam removed 720
explosive devices [rom Various
regions of Yemen last week
The todal inchaded three
anti-personnel mines, 56 anti-
tank mines, 847 unexploded
oirclrsances and M explosive
devices, according to a report.
Cisamma Al-Caessibi, thee
initiative’s managing chirecior,
=aicl a total of 454,688 mines
had been cleared since its
inception in 2008,
The explosives were
planted indiscriminately
posed a threal (o civilians,
inchading chifdren, women
and the elderly. The demining
operations took place in Marib,
Aden, Jouf, Shabrm, Taiz,
Hoededdah, Lahij, Sanas, Al-
Bayela, Al-Dilale and Saada.
TeEams are lasked with
clearing villages, roads and
schoods to factliate safe
movernsent for civilians and the
delivery of aid. SPA Riyadh

a Follow Arab News Briefs alf through the day @ArabNews
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Ahmed Al-Sulaimani’'s works are shining a light on the rich cultural heritage of the Kingdom

Rahaf Jambl Fiyooh & 0w
sandl artlst Ahmed Al- Laim o
sulalmani is redefining bring this
the boundaries of unigue art
traditional art forms form to the
by hlending Arahic foreliiront
calligraphy and graffiti- anl
Inspired technlgues. showcase the
7 % richmness amd
.IJ]E' Rivadh-based — arfists versatility of
jouwrney into the realm of calli- the Arabic
graffitl began during an Arabic Yo
L'ﬂ]lﬁ't':l.]]h} course  in  school language.
where II|.|=-41.|.~.rm'-|=1~=-:t his passion :t’::“'
[or the intricate ar. Al ol

Inspired by the expressive
potential of the written word,
Al-Sulaimani  began  experi-
menting, hlending this ancient
art form with bold amd dynamic
graffitl

“Calligraffii s a [=ion of
Arabhic callipraphy and grafhti
art.,” Al-Sulaimani told Armb
News, "While graffiti typically
uses the English language and Inapired by
letters, calligraffii  comhbines the sxpressive
Arable calligraphy with grafu patential of the
1#-;.'I|.nii|un'=-=, [ {u-_nn;!.rﬂlwit' lethers m::m'
using praffifi-inspired  styles Susalman| beagan
and methods” cxperimanting,

This approach has bécnding
mot  only  captured ﬂ'JruE"‘Fh.'l'“"'“"
e i-llllt.'rltillrl ol art HI .:ﬁm“ e
enthusiasts but  has MM phats by

also opened doors o
remarkable  opportian-

ties, Incheding a mural
collaboration with Jeddah
municipality  that marked
hiz first foray inio larpe-scale
public ait,

*This progect allowed me
to  showease my skills in
integrating Arabic calligraphy
into large-scale murals” he sald.
I caught the attention of many
and mspired me to confinue
exploring the use of Arabic
cilligraphy in pubdic art.”

Followang that project, the
ministry selected Al-Sulaimani to
design and produce largpe-scale
murals in 10 cities across the
Ringdom, including on bridges,
towers, andd pubdic spaces,

Najran’s leather artisans preserve cultural heritage

In the hearl of Saudl Arabia's
Najran regon, the anceent ar
of leather crafting, a symbol of
local cultural heritage, is experi-
ENCing a renaissance,

Each picce of leather tells a
unigue story of art and industry,
passed down through genera-
Hons of Saudi arissans,

This traditional industry s
fenclimsg meew [1fe under Sawdi Vision
20360, contributing to the develop:
ment of manufacturing techniques
and product  diversihcition, the
Saudh Press Ageney reporied,

Leather  products include
footwear, bags, acoessories,
clothung, Mamiture  anmnd  car

accessortes. These locally made
items, known for thedr durahility,
guality andd Sauch aesthetics, are
popular both within the region
and beyvond.

In an interview with the SPA,
Ahmed, a leather
craftsman, outlined the meticu-
lows process of ransforming

Salem  bin

animal fraom  cattle,
cameels, sheep amd goals Indo
durable, fAexible lesther. The

process invobyes cleamng and
hair removal, pickling, tanning,

fEemaln iy s
the mezab, a shoulder carry for

The pinnacle of his
achievements, however,
came with the opportunity
o design Arabic signage for
the 2022 FIFA Wordd Cup in
Qatar. Tasked with creating
towering structures featuring
Guramnie  phrases,  Al-Sulaim-
anmi'’s work brought the beauty
of the Arabic lanpuage to the
rlobal stage.
“The towers, some reaching
HI msters o hegght, featured
Qur'anic phrases that

The Riyadh-based artist

2022 FIFA World Cup in Qadar.
Instmgram/ asofficial

emphasized the diversity of the
human experience.” he added.

Beyond his  mural  waork,
Al-Sulafmani has also  shared
hiz expertise with international
aundiences,. He has  facilitated
workshops teaching Arahic
calligraphy 10 Harvard students
visiing Sauwdi Arabia, intro-
ducing the art form to those
unfamiliar with the Arabic
largELage,

“1 wim o bring this unique
art form to the forefront and
showrease the richness and versa
tility of the Arabic language” he
naoted.

He is  also working on
lannching his own Arabic font

HICH
LIGHT

Ahmed Al-
Sulaimani's
projects
include

A rmaral
collaboration
with Jeddakh
mumicipality
that marked
his firat
foray into
large-scale
public art,

that will “combine elements
from various calligraphic styles"
and reflect “a distinct Sawdi
identity.”

The= artist sandh: “This progect 18
A reflection of my desire to create
a font that is uniguely represen
tative of the Saudi colture. The
foant will be out by the end of this
veur and will be used digitally as
well”

Al-Sulaimani noded that  his
works are more than just an
artistic endeavor; they are a way
to share the beauty and depih of
Islamic culture with the waorld.
Hiz calligraffit 15 infused with
Quiranic verses amd Islamic
themes thal encourage viewers

Hucla Heshalak

to explore the meaning behind
the words.
Diespite the challenges he has
faced, Inclading the reluctance
of established artisis to mentor
beginners  and | misconcep-
tions about the legitimacy of his
approach, Al-Sulaimani remains
undeterred, He has  found
crealivie ways 10 overcome Lhese
chetackes, including  inventing
hi= own tools and technboguees.
With unwavering dedication
and innovative spirit, the Saadi
artist 1s shining a bright light
on the rich cultural heritage
of the Kingdom and leaving a
meaninglul mark on the world of
contemporary art.

isday, such as

drying sirefching, and infants; mashat,
finally, catting, he saicl, warn  aroumd
Ahmed added that several

iraditional  leather products  storing personal items.

the walst:  and
samalih, a large container For

Modern products like [ashion-
able bags and accessories are

TRADITIONAL GRAFT

a leather beli

Each placa

of leathar
tmlls & unkgua
story of art
and Industry,
possed down
through
genaratlans of
Sowdi artisans.

now part of the leather reper-
fadre, hlending tradition  with
contemparary design.

Maha Al-Saced, head of the
lar Assockation for Produoe-
tive Families in Najran, told the
SPA that traditional industries
in Ngjran represent promuising
opportunities  for ocommumnity
members, “This alipns with the
DOLNIrY's direction o [MrTHnGle
traditional industries as national
culiural heritage.” she saicd.

The Minisiry of Cuolture
sapports  arfisans  through
specialized training  programs
and initiatives, teaching neces
gary skills for leather-making
and odher traditdonal e
with fnancial supporl provided

in collaboration with the Social
Development Bank,

Al-Saeed added that earfier this
vear, the association conducted
a training program on leathen
manufaciuring.

Trainees learmesd about  key
keather types, including cattle and
poat hides, and acquired basic
skills in leather crafting such as
proper cutting, sewing, talloring
and embossing technigues,

The program also covered
artistic skills like burning and
drawing on leather to creale
attractive products,  incorpo-
rating Najrans heritage by
alding enpravings, drawings,
and depletions of historical and
heritage sites on leather pieces,
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DIPLOMACY

Ethiopia-Somalia to hold
new talks on Monday

Discussion scheduled to start next month brought forward, Turkish Foreign Ministry says

AFP lataniul

Horn of Africa rivals
Somalia and Ethiopia will
start a new series of talks
In Ankara on Monday to
case lension, Turkiyve's
Forelgn Ministry said.

The ministry said in a statement
that talks scheduled to start
on Sept, 2 had been brought
Farwiard.

The talks aim to find a way to
give Ethiopia access to inferma-
tonal waters through Somalia

without upsetting its territoral
sOVETCIENLY.

since  Eritrea’™s secession in
1941, Ethiopia has been the
mast populons country in the
world withoul direct access (o
the sea.

Forciesn ministers from the
neighbors first met in Ankara
on July 1, with Turkive's
Foreipn Minister Hakan Fidan
acting as mediator.

Fidan went 1o Ethiopiia on
Aug. 3 1o meel its leaders,

The ministry said there
have since been contacts with

FASTFACT

The talks aim to find a way to
give Ethiopia access
to intemational

waters through
Samalia without

RUSSIAN CONNECTION

AbObOas, Putin to discuss Palestinian crisis

AFP Moscow

Palestinian  Authonty  Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas will visit
Moscow to discuss the (raza war
with Russian President Visdimir
Putin, a Palestinian envoy said,

Russia's TASS news agency
cited the Palestinian ambas-
sador in Moscow as saving Abbas
will arrive on Monday and meet
Putin on Tuesday.

Abbas heads the Fatah Pales-
tnian movement, a rival to
Hiamas,

Ambassador Abdel Hafiz Nofal
sail the two leaders would
discuss events in Gaza since the
el 7 attacks on Iseael,

*They will discuss Russia's role
and what can be done”

He added: “We have a very
dificult situation, and Russia is
a country that 15 close fo us, We
need to consult cach other”

Maoscow, for wears, tried
to halance relations with all
major plavers in the Middle
East — mcluchng Israed and the
Palestinians,

Hut since the Israel-Hamas
war amdl Russias offensive on
Ukraine, Putin has moved closer
to Hamas and Iram.

The Fremlin has repeatedly
critbcized Israels response to
the Oct, 7 attacks and called for
restraint.

Alsp  on  Sunday, [Israeli
emergency  services and the
army #akd a clvilkan was Killed

somalia "al the highest level”
It was not immediately

known who would take part

in Monday's talks on what the

Turkish ministry  called
"the needs, wornes, and
approaches of the two
countries”

Ethiopla made an
accord in January with
somaliland, unilater-
ally breaking away from
Somalia,

Ethiopia gained
access 1o the
St bt

recognized  the  territory's
independence, setting off a new
crisis with its neighbor.

The two countries, which
have fought two wars in the
past cenfury, agreed im March
to resolve their guarrel.

However, "indirect negotia-
fions™ have not prodouced a
result, the Turkish ministry

said, acknowledeing
“increaging  tensions in  the
region.”

Turkive said it had secured
support from countries in the
region for its mediation efforis.

Cars awalt pasange ab the Tayaslr checkpodnt in the West Bank on Sunday. faraed closaed 1t fToleowing a shoating attaock in the Jordon Valley area, ~HF

and  another wounded In o a
shooting In the occuphed West
Bank.

Medical teams “pronounced
a man in his 20s dead™ while a
Ad-vear-obd man was evacuated by
helicopier “with gunshot wotinds

i his lower Hmbs™ an emergency
services stalement sakd.
The army said the dead man
wis an Israeli civilian.
“Terrorists opened fAre from
a passing vehicle at a number
of vehicles in the area” an army

siatement said,

“As a resalt of the attack, an
Israeli civilian was killed, and
an additional Israell  civilian
was injured and is corrently

“soldiers have begun pursuing
the terrorists, blocking roules
and comnducting thorough
searches in the arca”

The attack took place in the
Jordan Valley in the northern

West Banls,

ENDORSEMENT
Tunisias
president
among three
cleared

lorunin
clection

Reautars [nis

Tunisias electoral commission
said it had preliminarily accepted
only three presidential - candi-
dates, mcluding incumbent Kais
Saped, amid wadespread onit-
cism of what the opposition sayvs
are moves to exclude serious
critenicers.

The commission said it had
aceepied the candidacies of Saied
and Zouhair Magzhaoul, whi is
seen as close to Sajed, and Avachs

Zammeel for the Oct. 6 election
while rejecting 14 others.

Zammel is the head of the
Azimoun Party and has not previ-
oaasly been reganded as an influ-
ential politician,

Promincnt poditicians,
inchuding Mondher Znaidi, Imed
Dadmi, Abdel Latif Mekki, Rarim
Gharhd, Saf Sakd, Kamel Akrout,
anicl Nizar Chaard, said the Interor
Mimstry refused to provide them
with the criminal record details
required by the commission as a

receiving ireatment  from
medical teams.
mew comckition Do man.

They accused the authorities of

secking to return Tunisia to the
vears of dictatorship and sham
ehecthons.,

The hesd of the commission,
Farouk Bouasker, sawd that the
candidates were rejected due to
a lack of citizens” endorsements
aned mot because they did not
have a criminal record card,

Tunislan oppositbon parties
and homan rights groups have
accused the authorities of using

“arbitrary restrictions” and intim-
idation to ensure the re-clection
of Saied.

A Tunidskan court this month
seflenced four podential presi-
dential electon  candidates o
eizht months in prison  and
banned them from munning for
office on a charge of vote buyving.

One podentlal candidate, Safi
Saicl, sxid on Friday that he had
withdraswm from the race because
e refused o participate in what
hee called a “one-man show”

KEY ROLE

Iran leader
picks

pragmatisi
asilop

diplomat in
proposed
Cabinel

Rauters "choan

Iran’s new president presented his
Cahinet to parlament on Sunday
for a vole of conficence, state media
reported, proposing  seasoned,
pragmatic diplomat Abbas Aragchi
as foreign mindster af a time of
heightened regional tensbons,

President  Masoud  Pezeshlkian
i shaping his Cabinet at a time of
an imcressed risk of escalation of
the conflict in Gaza infto a bmader
regional war after the recent killings
of Hamas' leacler [smai Hanibveh
i Iran and of Hezballah military
commander Fouad Shukr in Bedrwd
drew threats of retallation againsi
Israel

Following the death of hamd
fine President Ebrahim Rai< o a
fielicopter crash in May, Pezeshkian
won a snap clection kxst month by
profmising to improve ties with the
worlkd, proste a pragmatic foreden
polkcy, and ease social restrictions al
e,

Percshkians  proposed  Cabinedt
Hncup requires wmakers”
apgwroval, and parliament speaker
Mohammed Bager Galibaf said thai

SPELEDREAD

Abbas Aragchi, 651, who
was lran"s ambassador to
aaveral countries, Including
Japan, played a key role

im negotiating Tehran's
2015 nuclear agresment
with six warld powars,

parliamentary commissions woukd
starl reviewing his camdidates on
Momdday,

Aragehd, 61, whowas Iran's ambas-
sador o several countries, including
Japan, played a key mole in negoti-
ating Tehrans 3015 nuclear asree-
et with six workd powers, which
then-1US President Domald Tramgp
exite] In 2008 and re-imposed

sanctions on lran,

Aragcha later led Irans negotia:
tors durng mubiilatersl efforis —
uktimately unsuccessful — to revive
the pact via indirect diplomacy with
Washingeton hefore he was replaced
ey hard-line All Bagheri Kand in 2020

The presicents powers are limited
m [ran by those of the Supreme
Leader, who is the commander-in:
chief of the armed forces, appoints
the hesd of the pdiciary, and has the
bt say on major policles,

Tensions between Iran amd the
West have imereased over Tehran's
fasi-advancing nuclear prosram ad
i threats to “harshly pamdsh® Israel
oveT the assassination of Haniveh.

Telran and Hamas accuse Isracl
af carrying it owt, thoogh it has not

clalmed or dended responsshility lor
the killing

separately,  Imns  presicdemnt
nominated Mohsen Faknezhad as ol
minister, who has served & deputy
ol minker oversesing hydrocarbon
resources between 2008 and 2021,

Pezeshkian has also nominated
Farzaneh Sadeq as the road axd
transportation minisber,
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Shenny Yasuko Lad Jakats

Indonesia and Malaysia
have called on the UN to
unite agalnst Tel Aviv (o
stop the mass Killing of
clivillans in Gaza, alter the
latest Israeli attack on a
school — at least the 21st In
the past 440 davs — left more
than 100 people dead.

At beast thoee lsraell milssiles
struck the Al-Tabin school in
Gaza City — which was sheltering
displaced Palestinlans — in the
early hours of Saturday, largeting
people performing davwn prayers
at a mosque mside the educa
tiomal facility.

Early reports cifing paramedics
] witmvisetes sabd Lhat icbentifica-
Lo 4l the victimes was impossible
a5 “bocies were ripped to picoes”
in the attack.

Following the  massacre,
Indonesia and Malaysia, which
are vocal supporters of Pales-
tine and have been critical of
Isrne] since the beginning of
s invasion of Gaza in Oclober,
ralled on  the nternational
community to hold Tel Aviv
aconpuntable,

“The international communiny
should no longer tolerate and
accepd the belligerence of lsrael”
the Malaysian Ministry of Forelgn
Affairs sl i a stitement on
sunday.

“Malaysia continues to call for

[ - . HJ:-

OUTRAGE

Indonesia, Malaysia urge UN to unite
against Israel after latest Gaza massacre

[srael has killed at least 274 people in string of attacks on schools in Gaza since July, UN says

| < B _.:"
1 :'_ :*‘_T"r. +.-|. " .nJ

- o g

Displaced Palestinlans make thelr way as they flee Hemad City following an lsraell evacuation order In Khan Younks In the Gaza Strip on Sunday. Feviers

Israels allees 1o compel Tsmel o
immediately stogpy the killings of
inneecent Palestimians, amnd to stop
providing Ismcl with the tools
e contimue this pemsccide, AR
immediate, urpgent and decisive
action by the UN Security Council

1% needed o enforee a permanent
cepsedire”

Malaysia saul that Israel has
shown “that it has no desire for
peace” and wrged other Mushm
countres under the 57-member
Organization of Islamic

Coddperation [0 Come 1-|'ngf1l'|t-'|"
ancl wark with UN member states
fo demand Tel Aviv comply with
the UN Security Council resodu-
tion passed in June, which called
for a ceasefire in Gaz.

Isracls ground and air attacks

cvier more than 300 days have
Killed almost 40000 Palestinian
cihzens m the besieged stnp,
acoording to official estimates,
though a study published in
the Lancel journal st month
estimated that the actuwal death

toll could exceed 186,000
lsraels airstrike on Saturday has

gpeirked a new wave of interna-
tonal comdemnation, with the UN
Human Rights Offioe saving thad
it was al least the 21st atiack on
sCchools-turmed-shelters that it has
recorded since Tuly 4. The strikes
have killed ot least 274 Palestin:
Ens in tolal, including women
and children, the agency added.
Israe]l has defended its latesi
opperation and claimed that the
schood was a “"commamd and

&2

The international
community should no
longer tolerate and accept
the belligerence of Israel.

control center™ thal “served as a
hicleowt for Hamas termorists and
cominamnders”

Indlonesia has  also joaned
erowing calls for the UN Security
Council to “immediately conduc
a comprehbensive  investiga-
thiari™ knte the Al-Tabin sclwool
MAssHCTe

“Indonesia also calls upon the
international conmumunity (o umite
in stopping  the crimes agains
hiuumamnicy and genocide compuitted
by Israel” the Indonesian Minstry
of Foreign Affairs saicd.

“Israei must be held account:
able for all these crimes, and

all forms of mmpunity muast be
brought to an end.”

Arab News 2.mimmn

King Abdullah told a delegation of
LIS Congressional aides on Sunday
at Al-Hussemiva Palace that Jordan
will not be drawm into the ongoing
Gaza conflict and will proritize the
safety of its citizens.

While reaffirming Jordan's
commitiment o regional stability,
Fing Abdullah alsocalled for urgent
efforts o de-escalate tensions and
srCyIe An immediate cesecfire In
(a3,

He warnsed that the conflict poses
a sigmificant threat o the region
and urged mtensthed inlernational
efforts to prevent it from escalating
indio a broader war.

He highligghted the dampers of
extremist scitier attacks on Pales-
linians in the West Hank and viola-
Hons at Bslamke and Chrissian holy
sates in Ferusalem

He retterated the need for a palit-
ical soluton based on the teo-state
framework as the only path to
lasting peace and security for Pales-
Hnkans and Israslis,

King Abdullah also stressed the
mmportance of continued support
for the UN Relief and Works Apency
for Pabestine Refugees o ensune it

SECURITY

Jordan ‘will not be drawn into Gaza
conflict, Ring Abdullah tells US

Smoke billows following lraell bombardment in the central Gaza Strig. A1

e —— e

BACKRGROUND

The US delegation
quhnnwl-u:ls-ul:l Jardan's

erucial role in promoting
peace and stability
in the region,

can faldbll its hiomanitarsan mdssion,

The mestmg abso covered oppor-
tumitees (o strengthen US-Jordan
relations, with King  Abdudlah
expressing gratitude  for the

continuned American support.

The 115 delegation, Im tom,
acknowledeed Jordan’s crucial mole
in promating peace and stability in
the reglon under the King Abdul-
bah's leadershig

The mecting was attended
by Deputy Prime Minister amd
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expeviriates Ayman Safadi: Dr, Jafar
Hassan, the director of the Kings
Cffece; and Jordan's ambassador to
Washington, Dina Kawar.

safach sad on  Saturday  that

Jordan would not be a hattlefiedd
for Tram of srael,

“We will not be a battbefield for
Iran or Isracl, We informed the
Imnians and the Israchs that we
will not allow anvone to violate ouar
airspsrce andd risk the safety of our
citizens,” the mindster said in an
mterview with Al Arabiva TV,

“We will intercept anything tha
pesses (hiough o alrspace  of
think that it constilules a threat to
us o our citizens.”

In April, Jordan, which les
between Iran amd Israed, sakd i
intercepied Mving  oblects  that
entered  ifs amspace as Tehran
lunched cxplosive drones  and
fired missiles at Israel m the first
clarect retaliatory attack of its ki

After that attack, which was
bannched i retaliatbion for a
suspected Iseaell strike on Iran’s
emixssy compoiind in Syria, Jorda-
maaet, Irg andd Turkish officials
cach sud Iran had provided them
with some early warming of its
acton.

Iran has repeatedly vowesd to
“punish” Israel since the assas-
sinaftion of Ismail Haniveh, the
political leader of Hamas, in
Tehran on July 3l

CONFLICT

3 Iran-backed fighters
Lilled in drone strike
near the Iraqi border

AFP Sodrut

Five Irnn-backed hOghters were
Eilled on Sunday mm a drone
sirike in Syrias cast, near the
Iracy border, a war monitor said,
adding It was not clear vet who
was behind the attack.

“Five pro-lranian  fighters
were killed, and others were
injured, some severely ., after
an unknown drone targeted the
military vehicle they were in ..
near the Syrian-lragqi  border”
gl the Syrian Observaiory for
Human Rights,

The stnike occurred in Syna's
casterm Dwir Ezzor province,
where Iran wields significant
influence and which is regularly
targeted by Isracl and the US,
according o the Britain-based

monitor with a network of
sonerces insice Syria,
Im  June, three  pro-lman

fichters, incleding at least two
Iragis, were killed in an airstrike
in eastern Syria near the Iragi
the  Ohservatory  hac
reporbed at the time.

Since the beginning of the
Syrian civil war in 2011, Israel has
carried out hundreds of strikes,

hscarelier,

mainly targeting army positions

il Iran-hacked fighters,
mchuding from  Lebamon™
Hezboflah group,

[srac] rarely comments on

mdividual strikes in Svria
iran-backed groups, including
Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement,
have bolstered President Bashar
Assad’s forces dunng Syrila’ civil

War,

HIGHLIGHTS

® The strike cocurred in

Syria’s eastern Deir Ezzor
province, where bran wiclkds
significant influence and which

is regularly targeted by leraesl
and the US.

® In June, three pro=iran
fighters, including at least

two lragis, were killed in an
airgtrike in sastern Syria
near the Iragi border,

The SOVErmIment's
il 2011
uprising trggered the conflict
that has killed more than half
a1 million people and drawn in
foreign armies and extremists.

Syrian
sippression of o
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uste angladeshi
South China Sea War
a I I I eS 0 I e l Actions ol China Zelenshyy admits
air force reckless, Incursionin
says Philippines Russia’s Kursk
I Philippine President Diays after Ukraine began a
Ferdinand Marcos Ir, on surprise milltary incurskon into
Sumday condemned Chinese Russia's Eursk border region,
o - "N _ y : _ _ § air force actions in waters of Presdent Volodymyr £elen-
Sheikh Hasina says Washington wanted control of country’s island the South ChinaSeaclaimed | shyy broke the government’
) ) by both countries, calling the silence on it late Saturday by
actions "umnjustified, lkegal indirectly acknowledging ongo-
Shelkh Hagina, nation of about 170 million people and reckless” ing military actions to “push
Sunjuy K Fuins' el
ruiminadiciond T8, was ane that declared s Independence Manila and Bedjing accused the war out indo the azeTessors
Bangladesh’s ousted Prime ﬂl mmm:n; i 1971, each other on Saturday of dis- tervitory™ in his mghtly address
Minister Sheikh Hasina, who F A — She is the daughter of Sheikh rupling their militarbes opera- Ukraine’s incursion info
Is currently taking refuge in AFP Mujibur Rahman, the country’ tions around the Scarborough Russia continued for a sixth
India, has accused the US of charismatic founding leader, who Shoal in the first incident day Sunday. It's the largest
playing a role in her removal was killed in 1875 in a military since Marcos took office in sich attack since the Moscow
Irom power as she promised coup when Hasina was 28, She 20022 in which the Philippines launchved lis full-scale inva-
a promp returm to IYhaka. served as prime mimister from has complained of dangerous shon on Fel, 24, 2022 amd s

Hasina was forced to resign
andl fhesd 1o neighboring India
omn Aug. 5 [ollowing weeks of
natiomwide demonstrations and a
deadly crackdown on protesters,
which emboddened a studeni-fed

movement 1o oust her regime
after 15 vears of unmtermupted
rule.

The TG-year-old A
Washington was @ blame for
hor odester in a message i=sucd
for supporters of her Awami
League party, which appears to
b her Orst stalement sinee she
l=ft Dhaka.

“1 resigned, so that [ did not
have to see the procession of dead
hodies. They wanted to come o
power over the dead bodies of
students, but T did not allosw it 1
resigned from the premership. 1
coitldd have remained in power i 1
hadd surrendersd the sovereignty

of Saint Martin Island and allowed
America to hold sway over the
Bay of Bengal ™ she said in a state-
meenl, which was lirst reporied
by India’s Enghsh-language daly
The Ecomomixc Times.

“1 beseech the people of my
land, ‘Please do not e manipas-
lated by radicals,™

Hasina was referring to 5t
Martins  Island, Bangladesh™
wole coral reel sand located In
the northeastern part of the Bay
of Bengal, alluding to vears-okd
rumors claiming that the 'S was
seeking control over the island to
burs it into a military airhase,

The US Embassy in Dhaka
didd not immechately respond to
Arab News' Feeguies] JOF Cormmenl
on Sunday.

“If | had remained in the
country, more lives would have
been lost, Teope resoures wolld
have been destroved, T made
the extremely difficult decision
o exit. I became your leader
because vou chose me, vou were
my strength,” Hasina said.

"With the grace of almighty
Allah, I will refuwrn soon. The
Awami League has stood up
again and again, T shall forever
pray for the future of Bangla-
diesh, the nation which my great
father strived for. The country for
which my father and family gave
ithedr Hyes”

Hasina, 76, was one of the
worlds  longest-ruling  female
beaders and has plaved a phvotal
rmol¢ in Bangladesh’ politics, a

15846 to 2001 and regained power
in 2004,

Unidder her leadership, Bangla-
diesh became one of the [astest-
ETOWINE Ceonomies in the region,
with World BHank estimates
showing that more than 25
million people in the country
have been lifted out of poverty in
the last two decades.

Bal critics say she has grown
increasimgly autocratic and calbed
her a threat to the country’s
dempecracy, with many saving
that the sudden collapse of
asins prAErTmen| Jnacl
reflected a brosder  discontent
against her ruke.

The student-led demonstira-
tions that began peacefully in
J'I:I:I'_|.' WEEE AFAIMSE A ol SYSTEm
for movernmment jobs, which was
widely criticized for favoring
those with connections o the
ruling party,

AP Belgrads

Serbias  president on Sunday
accised  demonstrators  who
opposed a Hthivom mindng
praject in the Balkan country of
being part of a Western-hached
“*hybrid” warfare against his
sovernment and vowed to take
stromg legal action against those
protesters  who  have  blocked
railway and romsd traffic in the
capital a day earlier,

[n one ol the biggest protests in
recent years, tens of thousands
took o the strects in the capital,
Belgrade,  Saturday  against
lithium mining in Serbéa, despite
allicials’ warnings of thedr alleged
plot o unseat populist  Press-
dent Alcksancar Vucic and his
Eovermmend.

some of the protesters later
blecked tracks at two railway
stations in the cily, and briefly
stopped  traffic on a  major
highway. Riot police early Sunday
pushed them out of the railway
statkons with their rnot shields.

[nterior Minister Ivica Dacic
saidd 14 people have been brought
i For questioning. Police  are
working 1o wentily all the perpe-
trators wiho will face charges, he
sl

Vucic told reporters  that

CONTROVERSIAL PROJECT

Lithium protests part of hybrid
warfare against Serbia, says president

main

althougl  the
wis done  democratically,  the
blockage of traffic on the highway

pales]

amotnted to “terror of the
mnority over the maporiny.”

“It s part of the hybrid
approsech™ destaned to topple the
government, Vucic told reporters.
“We knew evernvihing in delal

Tou think you have surprised
soImeond ... we have always boen
restrained, without violence we
ensured order in the coantry,
without a problem.”

Yucke sakl last week he had
been tipped off by Russian intelli-
gEnce services that a “mass unrest
and a coup” were being prepared

SPEED
READ

This plan
against lithium

MANENE Was
scrapped

n 2022

after large
demonstrations

were held that
included the
blocking of key
bridges and

roads.

Tans of
thousands of
Serbiane toock
to streots

in Belgrade
af Satunday

against [Rhium
mining In
Sarbla. Fouters

in Serbia by unspecified Western
powers that wish to oust him
from peower.

Crovernment officials and state-
conirolled media have launched
a major campaign against the
saturday rally, comparing it io
the Makdon uprising in Ukrines
capital. Eyiv.

actions by Chinese aircraft,
iy |'||‘.I'|'||.m'l:| [0 VY Or CisEst
puan] vessels, Reuters

unprecedented for its use of
Ukrainian military units on

Hiissian =ail, AP
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Whal Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE
The Limits of Expertise

R, KEY DISMUKES, BENJAMIN & BERMAN, LOUKIA LOUKOPOULDS

“Tha Limits of Expartisa”
reports a study of 19 major
plane accidents in which
authorities found crow error
to be a causal factor.

The book examines how
competing task demands,
ambiguity and
organizational
pressures
interact with
cognitive
processes to
make all axparts
vulherable to

chamcteristic

Venezualan politics

Maduro urged
to endd *violence
andl persecution’

Venezuelas opposition
candidate has called for
Fresident Nicolas Maduro
to end “violence and
persecution,” hours after
the country's high courd
salbd its upcoming ruling on
the disputed July 28 election
cannot be appealed.
Edmunido Gonzalez
Urrutia, who claims to
have won the election by a
wide margin, posted & social
media video demanding
Maduro allow free political
expression. AFP

e L

forms of arror, accerding to a
raview on goodreads.com.

The book kdentifles themes
cutthng across the accidents,
discussas tha role of chance,
ariticizes simplistic concepts
of causality of accidents,
and sugpests
ways to reduce
vulnerability to thegs
catastrophes.

The authors'
complamentary
axperience alowead a
Uratue approach to

the rasearch,

Tragedy in Brazil

Experts work
to identifly dead

in plane crash

Families of victims of an
airliner crash in Brazl are
gathering Sunday at a morgue
andd hotels in Sao Paulo as
forensics experts work 1o
identify the remains of the 62
people killed in the accident.

Local authorities said the
bodies of the pilot, Danilo
Santos Romano, amnd his
co-pilot, Humberto de Cam-
pos Alencar & Siiva, were the
first Lo be lentihed. Brazil-
1an media said another fouwr
people were identificd at the
a0 Paulo morgue. AP

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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‘Damned if you do, damned if you don’t’ haunts Hezbollah

ince Oct. 7 Hezbollah has bost
many of its operational leaders
to Israeli strikes. One of the
sl FeceEnl [argeks was Feaad
Shukr, a sefior malilary leader
of the group. He was desig-
mated & terrorist by the U5 State Depart-
menl, which put a £5 million bounty on his
hiead in 2017, On July 30, Shukr died i an
Isracli attack in Beimit. The killing of such
a senior commander leaves Hezbollah's
leadership facing a dibemyma over whether
bo pespod or nod. In either case, they will
[Aioe grave consequences

Hassan MNasrallah, the group's leader,
saidl in a televised address Last Thursday
that the response will come when it suits
them, and when they And a proper targed
opporiunity. Social media has been full
of anecdotes mocking the group and also
[ran. Unlike Tran, however, Hezbollah
faces nod only external enemies, but also
internal threats. The group cannot afford
o show weakness to its domestic enemies.
Thus a respanse is all bat imperative,

However, in Tehran, the situation

as
The 200006 war

may have shown
Hezbollalh's

strength, but the

current conflict
has revealed ils

villnerability

|

N
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might b fooked at differently. Avman
Safadi, Jordan's foreien minister, has been
gshuttling around the region trying (o
find a formula for de-escalation, What s
proposed now is that Iran gives up on its
promise 1o avenge the Killing of Hamas
poslitical leader Ismall Handveh in returm
for a ceaselire in Gaza, On Aug. 8, 115
President Joo Biden, Egvptian leader Abdel
Fattah El-5isi, and Qatari Emir Sheikh
Famim bin Hamad Al-Thani issaed a joint
gstatement calling for a truce, and for an
el 1o Lhe sullering ol the ||r'||;|:||:' o] (raza
and the families of the hostages,

A Lebanese nows website sakd that
Hezhodlah will avenge the killing of its senpor
military leader regardless of the mediators'
cfforts. Hexbollah needs to re-establish
deterrence. There is nothing that can stop
Israel from continuing s assassinations m
Lhe walke of Oct. 7, Some of these killings
were likely based on inteflizence gathered
through its networks of informers over
the vears. No one knows who they are still
after. Hezbollah® main aim will be to stogp
the string of assassinations. Can that he

Remi
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dbone without reestablishing determenoe,
and making Isracl understand that for each
killing it will pay a heavy price?

Howewver, if Hezbollah does respond,
it will al=o face gprave consequences. The
probiem swwith war is that it has many
unknown unknowns, Hezhodlah does riod
know how [sraed will respond. The conllic
can quickly cross the established rales of
engagement. Will Israel turn Lebanon into
{zaza? Will a ceasefire allow the group a
eraceful exit? Possibly, bt a truce does nod
guarintee that Israel will halt the assas-
sinations, especially since these have been
gpudte suceessiil. Yoay Gallant, Israel’s
defense minister, has said previously that
Lebanon is a separate issue from Gaza,
Hence, a ceascfire may not mean that Israel
woutld leave Hezbollah alone.

shukrs killing shows one thing clearly:
The group has been inhltrated. Who
cotld have known where the Hezballah
commander would be stayving? The
information must have come from within
a close circle. The group is also technodogi-
cally inferior to Israel, which is another

sign of weakness. Hezbollah 1s supposed

P B a reststance to Tsrael, bat the latter
has been able o hunt it down casily, The
group’s main obscctive s to stop the assas-
sinations. How can they do that? If they
Land a painful blow, it might deter 1srael, or
encourage it to further hit the groap and
L Coumntey.

The 2004 war may have shown Hezbeol-
lah's strength, but the current conflict
has revealed its vulnerability, That is a
biwd message to send to both Israe] and iits
internal enemies. What will it do Wil it
offer concessions to its opponent inter-
nally in order to create some Consensus?
Will it ofler concessions on the ebection
of a president in return for support for iks
strugele with Isracl? The group does not
truest anvibody, and it wall be difficult to
gurrender coniral without trust in other
Lebainese [actiors

Whatever decision Hexbaollah favors, it
faces a hard choice. The group will only
make concessions when it realizes the
curreni situation is unsustainabde, Does 1l
understand this? We still do not know.

BE
Iran’s siruggling
eConomy,
marked by high
inflation and
uncmployment,

cannot sustain a
TMall-scale war

Risk of all-out war grows as Iran, Israel cross red lines

ollowing the direct retalia-
Loy attacks between [srael
and Iran in April, the long-
standing practioe of engaging
in indirect conflict throuegh
proxies and shadow wars has
apparently come toan end, This significand
shiblt toward direct confrontatlon heightens
the risk of an all-out war, As the frequency
of these direct attacks increases, it un-
derscores the escalating tensions and the
potential for broader confhct
[ran has communicated its intent 1o
sirike Israel, according to lsracli Foreign
Mingster Israel Ratz. This revelation comes
amid e s ||i|:-|||:||.-||li-:' ellarts 1o prevend
further military escalation that could
ingeer a direct war between Ian and Isracl.
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szij)
arto comveyed this messape o Katz after
recerving it from Al Bagherl, Iran's acting
[oreiin mindsder. Koty empiasized Uee
importance of the international communety
hobding Iran accountabbe for any aggressive

actions, The involvement of Hungary as an

intermediary highlights the broader inter-
natkonal implisations of this condlict.,

It & imapodrtait Lo poand odit thad wunler-
standing the underiying obsectives of both
Isracl and Iram i= crucial, Somee analysts
gugeest that lsrach Prime Minister Benjamin
mNetanyval might feel emboldened fodlowing
U5 President Joe Biden's decision mod to
stk reelecton, Previowsly, Bicken had unged
Israch leadiers to avodd actions that coukd lead
b widesr regional war, For instance, alles
Iran lannched massibe and drone aftacks thal
wiere largely imtercepted by the US, Biden
achvised Netanvahu to consgider the situa-
tiom a victory and refrain fom retaliating,
therebyy preventing larther escalation, This
restrmint was seen as a pragmalee approach
Lo maintaining regional stability. However,
with Biden stepping dowm, Netanyvahu may
perceive an opporhanity to adopt a ore
agpresasive stance, believing that the absence
of direct Us pressure provides a strategic
advantage to address long-standing security
concerns with lran more forcefully,

Same may argue Lhal Netanyahio may
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be seeking a direct confrontation with
[eam rather than continuing to engage

its prosies, such as Hezbollah and the
Houthis, IF this 1s the case, il could poten-
tially draw the US into the conflict, despate
its reluctance to engage in another Middle
Eastern war, The dynamics of such a direct
conlrontation would significantly alter
the geopolitical landscape, compelling the
LIS 10 reassess its strategic priorithes and
commitments in the region. This paotential
shifl from proxy warfare to direct engage-
ment marks a critical juncture in Isracli
diefense policy as well, and has profouwnd
implications for regional stabdlity and
Inlernational secunty,

From the perspective of the Irankan
govermment, retaliatory strikes against
Lsrael could be a means to maimtaiming its
standing after the Killing of a Hamax leader
in Tehran. Iran amms to project sirength
to its conservative base and regional
allies, asserting {ts influence on both the
regtonal and gobal stages, The loss of
such a hgh-profle ally wathin s borders

represents a significant blow to Iran's
prestige. Respomding forcefully 15 seen as
i necessary action to reallirem its postion
A% a dominant regional power, and (o deter
future acts against its interests.

However, it is worth noding that Iran likely
sevls to avold an all-out war with Israel for
several reasons. Such a comflict would nev
taksly invodve the LTS, significantly altering
the military halance of power. Dran's military
capablites would be mo match For dhe
coamnibinead forces al the US and Israel,

In adciition, Iran’s struggling coonomy,
marked by high inflation and unemploy-
et cannot sustain a foll-scile war.

The economic fall of extended military
engarement woald be devastating, larther
wedkening an already vulnerable economy.

I suommary, the current sitwation bs
pertlous, sith former red lines between
Iran and Isracl having been crossed. This
increases the likelihood of an inesvitable
all-out war, continzent on the actions and
reactions of both nations. The potential For

bioader regional confhct looms large.
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French shift highlights Morocco’s growing role in Africa

rance’s recent recognition of

Morcccan sovercignily over

Western Sahara s a selsmic

development in one of the

continent's longest-running

conflicts, Last weelk, in a letter
addressed to Moroccan King Mohammeed
V1, French President Emmanuel Macron
officlally recognized that the “present amnd
Tuture of Western Sahara fall within the
framework of Moroccan

soverelgniy” In high-

&8

250.0W 10 sy, km, with more than 1,000 km
of strategically important Atlantic coast, is
of great historical importance to Morocoo.
Located in the country™ south, it fell under
Lhe: remit of various Moroccan kingdoms,
from the Almoravids to the Saadian
dymasty. Various Saharan tribes, such as the
Kepuibat, the Tekna and the Oulad Delim,
pledged allegiance (o successive Monsecan
sulians, given their cooperation in matters
of politics, spirituality, and
irans-Saharan trade.

lighting that the 2007 The territory eveniually
Morooccan proposal for French recognition  came under Spanish and
the autonomy of Western is a notahle French controd in the Late
Sahara is the "only hasis”® 1Gth century. Since the

to resalve the conflict, the achievement for departure of European
French leader completely Morocco given powers from the Maghreh
recrdered the geopolitics the recent rift i the 20th century,

of the region, strengthen- medern-day Morocco has
ing France's hand, while in Iﬂ'llﬂllllﬂf asserted tts claim over the
recognizing the new reali- relations termitory, and held France
tes on the ground and Spain responsible for

Following elght coups in two years that
have resulted in a sustained decline in
French influence, the news, though no
doubt a sipnificant diplomatic victory for
Morocco, also reestablished the importance
of France in itz historical area of interest.
Morooeo has maintalned that it has a
legitimate claim on Western Sahara since
the latter gained independence from Spain
in 1875, The territory, which is spread over

the border discrepancies in the region.
Frances recognitlon of this today ks, there-
fore, a seminal acoeptance of its historical
responsibility. Fodlowing six decades of
reticenos on the matier, the French move is
equally an acknowledgement of Morooco's
tactical importance for France given the

farmer’s geosteategic location as a neghbor

of Europe and the gateway to Afica. Amid
the wider collapse of strategic influence
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in the reglon, its bold reentrance into the
Saharan issue has emboldened France at a
time of diplomatic decay.

Jolning the U8, Spain, and Israel in recog-
nixing Moroceo's claim s a bid by Friunce (o
coordinate its North Afrca foreign policy
with that of its Western allies. The UR
and Germany, Lon, have become: incress-
ingly vocal about the vahdity of Mormooco's
autonomy plan, indicating bmminent

After decades of shuofling between
its two former colondes, Morooco and
Algeria, France has decisively supported
the former, Frances traditional regional
policies have led to a zero-sum game, with
support for one franslating into opposition
toward the other, Thus, despite the impor-
tance of Algerian gas exports to France
owing to the war in Ukraine, Franoe’s
Saharan decision is reflective of Morocco's

ciplomatic support for growing rode in Africa and
the Kingdom. Morocoo's ii internationally, Strong
growing independence diplomatic relations with
in economic and foreign YWhilethelUNis Maorocco are crucial at a
licies has bee of tinwe when F + s faced
:':"E;' ]'II!.IEH.IHJ.: r];]l:m R}[ﬂ i m‘::ﬂELI'F with :T] EI:EE n::-: -::.Etﬂ.r:;:u:t
biuklding support amaong Oroccosc I, tiom of French troops and
e indernational commu- French recognition diplomats elsewhere in
:f}'imkmﬁ?nﬂ;{ﬁnw. isanotable 1;32 region. In this -ﬁ;l-nl:exn.
CAFCMCCART PEfeCo o ['IliEFEﬂ] ’ Fance recognizes [ie
French aid folbowing a » it value of political amd
devastatmg carthquake in for Moroceo economic stability in
the Atlas Mountains Last Moroceo as a means to

Oictober was a bold display of the country's
ability to rely on fiself amnd other interna-
tional partniers. Having put diplomatic
relations between the two capitals on hold,
Morocoo illustrated its importance to France
in a region of military rule where Frances
influence has dramatically decreased. The
Saharan decision played into this situation,
providing a geopalitical portal for France to
rermain releyant.

securing its own strategic and economic
future in the region,

While the TN aned the broader international
communitly are vel to officially recognize
Morecoos claim, French recognition isa
neahle achievement for Morooco given the
recent rift in diplomatic relations. Framnce's
decision shows that it appreciates the
imtegral rofe of Morocoo i working toward a
constructive sodution for Western Sahara,

India shapes two strategic ‘triangles’ to manage challenges

ust over two months after the

general elections that enabled

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

to form his third government in

Mvew Dielhi, India is facing nu-

merous foreign policy challenges
in its strategic space that embraces Eurasia
and the Indian Ocean. In its immediate
neizhborhood, it kas had to offer refuge to

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheilkh Hasina,
s elosest fricnd and ally in South Asia,
A monith earlier, Modi

andl the India-China-Russia triangle.
Given the asymmetry in ils power
equations with China, India has sought to
burilel its domestic capacity by expanding
defense, economic, and technological
ties with the US, besides joining certain
US-sponsored regional groupings. Despilte
these collaborations, India continues to
uphold “strategic autonomy ™ — the right to
reject externally sponsored security align-
ments, and asserl independent decision-
making and action in the

had affirmed India’s close ii national interest. Thus,
ties with Russis with India has helped dilute
a high-prodile visit (o India hmmuglﬂ 10 the Quad as a security
Moscow, even as a NATO build its domestic n:l:m_Jitiun directed at
summit was taking place in China, and focus on areas
Washington, Meanwhile, 5. mp:ll:ll‘}’hr of long-term coopera-
Jaishankar, Inclia’s external expanding defense, tiom, such as technology,
:lffair; minister, has met cconomic, and hm:itls;:nd ﬂ'h-r;::a:'nu'ity.
is Chinese counterpart, I's visit to Moscow
Wang Yi, and visited lﬁhm"lgiﬂli . in early July exempli-
hlawrities, and will be in ties with the US fhes the importance
the Malcives in mid-Auguest of the second Lrian-

to affirm India’s crucial interests in the
Indian Coean.

The challenges posed by China to India'’s
sirategic interests will remain the principsl
driver of Mew Delhi’s foreign policy.
Besides the continuing military confronta-
Hom at the undemarcated 3,400-Km Sindg-
Indian border, India views with concemn
China’s expanding mlluence in South Asia
and the Indian Ocean. Thus, India’s secarity
dilemma has given rise to two triangular
engagements: the India-China-US triangle

srm

gular relationship, one that links India
with Russia and China. Russia meets
O peroent of Tndia's defense require-
ments, particularly in core areas, such as
personal weaponry, armor, artillery, naval
vessels, and aircraft. India’s purchases of
discounted Russian ofl in 2022-23 were
vitlwed at 867 billion, compared with 89
billion the previows year, and have made
Bussia India’s fourth-largest trade pariner.
These enduring and substantial Indo-
Russian ties have heen shaped even as
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sino-Russian refations have emerged as
a key factor in challenging the US global
hegemony. Thix provides a siznificant
sirategic value to the India-China- Russia
triangde in that the three partners support
the shaping of a new mubltipodar order in
which middle-powers will exercise influ-
ence over issues and geographics that are
impsortant for therr interests,

The Modi government has already
sipnaled that improvement of ties with

In recent years, there has also been an
ncrease in Chinese influence in these
gtates, particularly throggh magor invest-
ments in infrastructure. Jaishankar realisti-
callv sees this situation as an expression of
“compelitive politics,” one in which India
shoubd garner s own resources to provide
eflfective competition (o China,

The Middbke East also calls for a fresh
approach from the Indian government.
India has strategic parinership agree-

China will be a priority ments with most Middle
concern. The preseni ii East nations. However, iis
state of bilateral relations engagements with them
displays an important India does not have  have remained bilateral
contracdiction: While there and transactional. India

a collective region-
are deep concerns relating id h dioes niot have a collective
fo the confrontation at w AP prroad region-wide approach to
the horder, economic tes to the region, the Tegion, and has avoided
are flourishing. China is and has avoided getting invelved in regional
mow Tndia's Lirgest trace hved elisgates of in promdating
pariner, with imports in R g invo In peace and stability,

2023-23 worth almosi
3102 billion. The Indian
sovernment is also relaxing restrictions on
Chinese imvestments in Indian enterprises,
and is supporting participation in China-
related supply chains.

Beyond these "triangles,” ties with
immediate neizhbors in South Asia will
recelve prionty attention from the Modi
government. These states periodically
experience major changes in their own
ibommestie afTairs, &5 has happened recently
in Bangladesh, with ties with India uswally
an importani source of domestic discord.

ADVERTISIMNG
BAUCH REBEARCH AND METAA GROLIF

regional disputes

In the Middle East, China
has impsortant energy and
economic stakes, interests that it shares
with India. China has also recently emerged
as a sipnificant player in the political arena,
hest exemplified by its promaotion of Sawdi-
Iran reconciliation kast year, and the recent
conmvening of a meeting in Beijing of the
diverse Palestinian factions oo promeote thelr
coaning together,

Despile these important Chinese initia-
tives, the remon remains mired in instabality
and uncertainty, largely connected with the
lomg-standing lsrael-Palestine conflict.
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The (updated) aw reaffirms Saud] Arabla’s
commitment to creating a welcoming
and secure environment for investors.

Khabkid Al=Falih

Sa el etmmrimnan T’ ek s
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INVESTMENT ENVIRONMENT

hingdom updates law to

facilitate foreign investors

Revised legislation integrates investor rights, freedoms into a unihed framework

Arab Mews F

Saudi Arabia has
announdced a significant
overhaul of its
investment law as part
of its Vision 20530 reform
sirategy, aiming to
sirengthen lis appeal to
international investors,

The revised legislation integrates
existing  mvestor rights  and
freedoms intoa unified framework
diesizmied to Improve ransparcncy
and ease of business operations.

The updated law promises
enhanced protections for inves:
tors, including adherence to the
rmile of law, fair treatment, and
praperty fghts, while ensuring
robust safeguards for intellec-
tual property and facilitating
smooth fund transfers.

It streamlines the regisira-
Hon process, replacing complex
licensing requirements with a
simpler system, and introduces
sy .'-H'l'l.'ll:'l' cenilirs (o 1"-:]1|'-||:[|.'
povernment  transactions  and
investment procedures,

The update follows a series
of pro-invesiment  mMeasures,
including the introcduction  of
the Civil Transactions Law,
Private Sector Participation Law,
Companies Law, Hankruptcy
Law, and the creation of Special
Economic Zomnes,

Saudi  Investment Minister
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The law alms te fester a competitive market envirenmant by promoting falr competiticn and snsuring squal treatment for Ifvestors. 7o

Khalid Al-Falih sayk “The law
reaflirms Sawdi Arabia®s commil-
ment 1o creating a welcoming
and secure environment for
investors, driving

growth, amd enhancing

el
the

Kingdom's position as a premicr
global iInvestment destination.”
He added: "The policy direc
tion outlined in YVision 20050
allows investors to Invest with

certadnty  amd o grow  with

confidence at a ime when many
other markets are expericncing
considerable volatility.”

The law also aims to foster a
competitive market  environ-
ment by promoting Ell}y

competition and ensuring equal
treatment for both domestic and
international investors.

It provides access to advanced
dispute resolutlon mechanizms

through the Saudi Arbitration

HIGHLIGHT

The updated law promises
enhanced protections

for Investors, including
adherance to the rule of law,
fair treatmeant, and property
rights, while ensuring robust
safeguards for Intellectual
property and faciitating
smooth fund transfers.

Center and other affilated
enbties,
Saudi  Arabias  investment-

mendly policies have  already
sivown significant results, with
eross fixed capital formation
surging 74 percent to nearly
S0 billlon In 2023, and FIN
inflows increasing by 158 percent
from 57446 billion in 2007 to 5193
balliom im 2.

“The updated investmeni
law bullds on an extensive
diversilication  agenda Trom
an enhanced quality of life
offering to investment specific
measures such as the estab-
lishment of special economic
zones,” said Al-Falih.

The updated regulations,
developed by the Minisiry of
Investment, will take effect in
2025 and are designed to align
with Gulf Cooperation Council
and World Trade Organization
standards, as well as other inter-

nalional imvestment aEreemenis

STOCK MARKET

Saudi benchmark
index edgesup 0.9%

locloseatll, 771

Arab Mews R adr

Sanch Arabna’s Tadawual All Share
[ndex mose on Sunday, gaining
45T points, or 0840 percent, to
elose at 11.771L6ED,

The iotal trading turnover of
the benchmark index was SR5.00
billion {5135 billion) as 62 of
the stocks advanced, while 61
retreatec

The Kingdom's parallel market
Nogmu slipped 290,95 poinis, or
LH percent, to close at 255205,
This comes as 28 stocks advancoed,

while 39 retreated
The MSCI Tadawul Index
eimed 1722 podnds, or LIS pencent,
to close at 1 4801007

Thimar Development Hobding
Con leil the davs stock perfor-
manoe, with its share prce
Jumiplng 997 percent o SHA0US0,

Other notable gainers incheded

Al-Babtain Power and Teleoom-

mainication Co, and  Fawaz
Abdulaxiz Alhokamr Co,
The worst performer  was

Baazeem Trading Co. whose share
price dropgsed by G905 percent o
SHRALT,

Cither motakale gecliners
mcluded Walah for Industry
and Developmeni Coo and Al
Moammar Information Systems
i,

Um the announcements front,
Fawaz Abdulaziz Alhokair Co,
also known as Cepnomd  Retadl,

reported] s mtenm  Anancial
results for the persed cnding Junc
ALl

According to a Tadswul state-
ment, e COfmpsany recrcliesd] a
feEl boss of SREG7.6 million in the

first halfl of the year, compared toa
ned pialin of SRNE.S milllon in the

s peeriodd [asd vear,

Arab NMews Sipaclh

Saudi Arabgas Rivadh Air has
introduced the first bus in its
Aect of electric coaches for
employes  transport, aligning
with  the Eingdom's Vislon
2030 goals o peduce carbon
CINISSI0TS.

The fleet, developed
with Natiomal Transporia-
ton Solutions Co., a division
of Petromin Corp.,  and
TAM-Earope, aims to advance
igtial puihlie
Lramspeor Eation

This mitiative reflects RHivadh
Air's commitment to the UN'Ss I7
Sustainable Development Goals,
[ollowing s recent afMliation
with the UN Global Compact in
2024,

The electric buses are expected
to improve fuel eficiency and

saluibons In

VISION 2030

Riyadh Air unveils Ist electric bus
in push to promote sustainability

recluce the number of indisiduwal
Rivadh's
coftributing o a more sistain-
able urban environment.

Tomy Douglas, CEO of Rivadh

vehibcles on roacls,

Alr, saik “Every  eflort  we

This indtlotlvo
rofiecty

Riyndh Ak's
commiitmant

to the UN's 1T
Sustalnable

Dewveloprment
Goale. Supphad

ST T L

make to champion sustainable
practices counts in our collective
fight against climate change™
He added: “Sustaimability s
embedded in our DNA and we
will reflect this across all Rivadh

Alr's operations, from managing
fuel efliciency in the sky (o
reducing carbon emissons on
the pround.”

The CEO explaned that
investing in electric coaches is
an early Initiative o offset the
alrline’s environmental footprnd
and demonstrate its commitment
to leading the aviation industry's
global net-eero agenda,

Saudi Arabia is pushing to
electrify  transportation  across
the nation as part of i1z goal to
cul carbon dioxide equivalend
emissions by 278 millon tonnes
per year by 2030,

According to the International
Energy Agency, private cars
and vans accounited lar over 25
percent of global oil consuimp-
Hom and around 10 percent of
energEy-related carbon  dioxide
einissions in 2022,
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PERFORMANCE

Saudi Arabias non-oil activities
increase by 2.2% in June

Data shows Ringdom is well on the path to diversity its economy

Arab Mews R yady

samdl Arabia’s non-oll
activities saw a 2.2 percent
Inerease in June compared
to the previons month,

signaling ongoeing growth
In the Kingdom's elforts

o diversify lts cconomy.

According tothe General Authority
(e Statistics, the Ringdom's Indus-
trial Froduction Index fell by L6
percent in June, a decrease atinb-
uledd to the ofl outpad rechuctions
agreedd upon by OFEC,

The year-on-year Coamparison
showed an even sharper decline,
with the IF1 dropping 4 percent
[rom June 2025,

GASTAT defines the TPI as an
economic indicator that measures
changes in the volume of indus-
trial outpat. I is caloulatesd nsing
data  collected from  industrial
production surveys.

The authority noted an 113
percent decline in Saudi Arabia’s
g and quartTyving activities m
June compared to the saame perosd
i 20

This dowmturn i atiribarbed
o the Kingdoms declskon o
meduce crude ol production as
part of the OPEC- agreement. In
an «ffort 1o stabilize the gobal ol
markel, Saudi Arabia initially cut
its ol output by 500000 barrels
per day in April 20253, with this
reduction now extended through
Decermber 200294,

“Given the relative importance
of the mimng and quarmying
activity, which accounted for 614
percent of the index weight, the
trend of the mdndng and quarrying
activity index dominates the
overall trend of the indusirial
prociuction index, followed by the
manufacturing industry  activity
and electncity, gas, steam ancd
air conditioning supply activities
with a relative importance of 35
percent and 2.8 peroent, resgpec-
tively,” saikd GASTAT.

NUMBER

10.2%

The sub=index for
electricity, gas, steam,
and air conditioning supply

activities increased by
10.2 percent in June.

The report further indicated
that the sub-index for electricity,
gas, steam, and air condittoning
supply activitles increased by 1003
peroent n June compared 1o the
same month of the previons year.

Adiditionally, water supply,
sewerage, and waste manage-
ment actlvithes saw a year-on-
vear rise of L7 percent in June,

As Saudi Arabia continues to
navigate s economb:  diver-
sification goals under Vision
20030, the mixed performance in
June's industrial proeduction data
hizhlights the complexities of
halancing non-oll sector growth
with strategie ol production culs.

The Bingdom's seasonally adjusted
renl gross domestic product

grew by 1.4 peroent in the second
quarter of 2024 driven by non-oll
mcthities, Foutars e

While non-odl activities show
promising growth, the overall
industrial outpal remains sensi-
tive 1o global ofl market dynamics
and production agreements.

The EKingdom’s seasonally
pljusted real  pross  domestic
product grew by L4 percent
in the second quarter of 3024,
compared to the previous three
manths, driven by non-odl sctivi-

s, official data showed,

Strengthening the non-odl
sector is crucial for Sawdl Arabda
a5 i1 embarks on an economic
chiversification Joaarney i
reduce its dependence on erude
revenues. This transforma-
tion i= esscntial for building a
mare  resilient economy  that
can withstand global oll market
fluctuations and ensure sustain-
able growth for the future.

In March, Sumli  Arabias
Mimister of Economy  and
Flanning Fai=al Al-Thrahim said
that nom-oil economic activity
contributed 50 percemt to the
Kingdmm's GDF in 2023, the
higdaest level ever,

EXPORTS

KhSA records
27%risein
issuance of
cerlificales
of originlo
exporilers

Arab Nows iy

Sl exporters =aw a more tean
27 pereent monthly rise In coriafi-
cates of origin in July, reaching
#1588, according to  official
fgstines

This marked the 15th consec-
whve month inm which the
Ministry of Industry and Mineral
Resources  ssawesd  over 30,000

cerfilicates © Sawdl  manulac-
furers, highlishting the strength
of the Kingdom’s export sector.

The Lt tirrae thee figrure drmopged
B by 300, CHOHD w1 Auprtd 20023,

A certificate of origin venhics
the national oripmn of exported
prochscis. This service is available
o indlustrial businesses, commer-
cial  entities, and  indiidoaals
sich as farmers, Ashermen, and
artisans

The procedure abegns with the
Ringdbom's Vision 2030 economaic
transformation plan, which aims
to boost the share of mwon-odl
exports in Sawmdl Arabias pross
domestic product from 16 percent
to 50 percent by the end of the
decade.

The increases in certificate of
ortEdn  ssuance underscoge e
rabust expansion of Sauch Arabia’s
export sector, which is driven
v the Kingdom®s nitkathves o
enhance  trade actress  diverse
markets.

Sawdi Arabia's non-odl cxports,
mcheding re-exports, experienced
a ‘b4 percent increase in February
cotmpared to the sume period in
2023, according toofficial data.

The General Authority for
statistics reported that the total
value of these exports reached
SR 2186 billion ($5.83 hillion),
up from SR 20,03 billion n the
prevhoLs year.

This rise in non-odl shipments
was largely droven by an B3
peroent increase in the exchange
of mubber and plastic products,
which acoounted for 24.1 percent

of the: total exporis,

Arab Mews Ryach

Sandi utility giant ACWA Power
has  restructured debd and
owiership n its Turkish affil-
late, converting outstanding
loans into equily following an
agreement with major lemnders
and minority sharcholders.

ACWA Gue, which opserates
the B50-megawatt  comlined
eycle gas turbine power plant in
Ririkkale, Turkiyve, s partially
and mmdirecthy owmed by ACWA
Power.

The deal Involves lenders
converting  thelr loans  Into
shares of ACWA Guc hased on
specific  shareholding agree-
menis and converdon erms,
according to a statement on the

sSandi Stock Exchange.

To facilitate the transition,
a wholly owmed ACWA Power
subsiciary will pay SRADES
millon 51322 miihony to the
lenders in  installments  over
three years.

Following this, ACWA
Power, iis subsidiaries, current
minority  sharehclders, and
relevant stakeholders have
enfered into a series of contrac-
tual agresments,

Post-deal, ACWA  Gue s
expected to be free of any
commercial debt to third parties
and will remain classified as an
equity  investment For ACWA
Porver,

The 31 hillion plant in Turkive
wis launched in November

UEAL

ACWA Power restructures debt, ownership in Turkish affiliate

ACWA Gue, which oparates
the 350-megawatt comblined
eyels gns turbine pawer plamnt
in Kirlkkole, Turklye, s partially
and indireatty owned by ACWA
Power. -

2007 during a major Ceremoy
attended by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Berat
Albayvrak, the minister of epergy
and naturil resources, among

other senior officials.

The combined cycle power
plant has a capacity of 1,004
MW and is capable of meeting
3 percent of Turkiye's total
clectricity demand. It is the
first and Iargest Saudi encrgy
investment in Turkives power
seclor,

The Emkkale Power Plant
provides steady and  reliable
energy o Turkives national
grid and s among the top three
most effhcient combined oycle
gas power plants in the country,
gignificantly contributing to the
ENCO Iy l|'|l1|||i|;|"| Eils COofsLmp-
Lon savings.

In a continued drmve to stream-
Hne s opersitdons and expand
its markel reach, ACWA Power

also finalized deals in July (o sell
a 35 percent stake in two sathsid-
Eries to China Southern Power
Grid International for SR505.9
i,

In a statcment to the Saudi
Stock  Exchange., the Public
Investment Fund-backecd
COMpany announced the
completion of the sale and
purchase agreement for its
shares in ACWA Power Bash
Wind Project Holding Co. and
ACWA Power Uzbelkistan Wind
Project Holding Co.

The restructuring and recemi
irnsyctions underscore ACWA
Power's ongoing strategic efforts
fo optimize iz portfolio and
enhance 1z global presence In
the energy seclor,
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Thie sirge reflects the Increasing moementum In wrban develepment, dibven by pubfic and prlvate sector Investments, Routars Flia

SECTOHR

(Qatars construction sector

witnessing robust growth

Gulf country sees 36% rise in building permits issued in July

Arab Mews R yadh

Qatar’s constroction sector
Is experiencing robust
growih, with the nation
documenting a 36 percent
month-on-month rise in
bullding permits in July.

This surge. highlichied in the
latest datz from  the National
Flanning Council, reflects the
ereasng momentum m urban
dvelopment, dven by public
ani private sector investments.

Diata on building permits and
completion  certificaies Is of
“particudar  importance™ as
shdds light on the construction
performance,  which
occupies a significant position in
the national economy, the body
said in the statement.

ot e |

The uptick In  construction
ACIIVITY underscones abar’s
broader  economic  obbjectives

uncker the Nabonal Visson 250

a sirategic plan to transform
the country into a diversified andd
stistainable economy.

The permits cnfaibed vanous
tvpes of bubddings, with new
constructions comprising 56
percent of the total permits.

Respdential permits dominated,
particularty for villas, which made
up 85 pereent of new resideniial
pernits,

Industrial bullidhings led the
nion-residential category with 34
percent, Tollowed by service infra-
struciure builchings and mosoues

In July, Al-Rayvan munici-
pakity bed the issuance of baaldimg
permits, accounting for 26
percent of the total  permils,
fedlowed by Doba and Al-Defayen
with Xl percent and 20 percent,
respectively.

The consirctiion sector has
demonstrated notable trends in
both residential and non-resicen-
tial categores. Among mwew
residential  buildings,  villas
have been the dominant force,
acoounting for 86 percent of the
tostal new  residential | permits.
Apartmeni  buildings follow

13 percent, whible other tvpes af

resicential buildings make up the

remaimimg | percent.

In the non-residential category,
inchusirial  buaiddings sach  as
warkshops and factoples are the
ot progminent, representingg 59
percent of the total, Service indrae
strmacture buildings are the next
siicnihcant group at 23 percent,

with mosgues — conshiwtmng
Iy percent of mon-residential
peTits.

HIGHLIGHT

The parmits entailed various

types of buildings, with new
constructions comprising 36
parcent of the total parmits.

The isswance of boilding
completion  certificates  also
reflects the sectors progress.
In July, new building comple-
ton certificates—ceovering both
residential  and  noa-residen-
fial structures —  conshtoted
84 percent of the todal issued.
Within this, villas dominated,
making up 94 percent of all new

residential completions.

Compared to the previous
month, there was an  overall
decrease of 4 percent in the
number of certificates issued in
July. This decline was particularly
marked in Al-Dioha, which expen-
enoed a 52 percent drop. and
Umm Slal, which saw a 5 peroent
decrease. Conversely, Al-Walkrah
reported a remarkahle 102 percent
increase, Al-Ehor had a 55 percent
rize, and Al-Shamal expenienced a
20 peroent ncrease.

The fuctuations o the
issuance of building  comple-
thon  certificates across  Qatars
municipalities highlicht varying
development paces in different
resmons  Al-Wakrahs  sinifcant
increase: is attnbuled o exien-
sive infrastructure projects and
residential developments as part
of the areas rapid urban expan-
shom plans. Al-Khor's rise can be
linked to ongoing work m Ue
Al-Bayt Stadium precinct, a FIFA
World Cup 2022 legacy project
that continwes (o difve ocal
constrmchon activity,

ACQUISITION

Abu Dhabi
Jundio
acquire
stakein
Sotheby’s

Arab Mews M ryadl

Abu Dhabi's wealth fund ADQ is
sel to acguire a minority staloe in
Sofheby's, reflecting s commii-
menil 1o enhancing its  global
presence i the arts and loxary
sechors. According o a4 press
release, the Abu  Dhabi-based

imvestment firm has signed a
giehinmibive agreement with Sothe-
by's, a plobal keader in fine art
and lnxury markets.

Patrick Drahl, who acquired
Sotheby's tn 20080, will Inves
additional capital alongside AT
and remain the auction house's
majority owner. The total invest-
ment amounts o approxinately
2 bilbhon. ADQS investment
intoe  Sothebvs underscores
its striategiec goal of pursuing
value-aceretive
apportunities  that
o Abun  Dhabi's
diversification.

This move will support Sothe-
by in executling 115 ambdniows
growth agenda and expanding
it new markets, incleding
reinforcing s presence in
the Middles East as Abu Dhabi

ivestmenl
conlrbute
CCONMIIC

continues o develop its arts and
culiure seclor,

Hamad Al-Hammadi, deputy
sroup  chiefl executive officer
of A, said: “Our investment

The additional capital and
investment expertise will

enable us o aceclerale

our strategic initiatives.
Charlas F. Stewart

Eoha b CEQ

wnderscores our firm bellel in
the enduring value of Sotheby's
brand. market leading platform
and the ability of iis manage-
ment to execute on their growth
agenda. We ook forward (o
creating  new collaboration
opportunitics  with  Sotheby's
and bekng a part of its jourmey”

Commenting on the deal,
Charles F. Stewart, CEC at Sothe
by's, saick “We are delighted to
welcome ADQ as a shareholder
10 Sotheby's, We embrace thelr
fong-term vision of our business,
and this mvestment s a lesla
ment to what we have achieved
s far as well as our significant
potential for Tuture growth, The
additicnal capital and invest-
ment  expertise  will  enable
s o accelerate our slralegs
inlbatiyves"

>Briefs
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Prices

US inflation

‘uncomfortably’
high: Fed official

Us inflation remains “un-
comfortably™ above the Fed-
eral Reservie's target despite
the progress it has made in
recent months, a sendor bank
alfictal =aid.

The US central bank has held
interest rates at a two-decade
hizh For the past vear as i
Faatiles to retuwrn infation to s
long-term target of 2 percent
fodbow ing COVID-LO pandemic,

The Fed's favored inflation
EAUEE now sils at an annual
rate of just 2.5 percent while
the US economy 8 st grow-
ing and the labor market has
weiakened somewhat. AFP

GDP

Russian growth
dips in Q2 as
inflation rises

The pace of Kussia's economic
growth slowed In the second
guarter of 2024, official data
showed, amid concerns over
stubbsorn inflation and warn-
imgs of “overheating.”

Ceross domestic product
dipped from 5.4 percent in
the first quarter to 4 percent
from April 1o June, the lowest
gquarterly result since Uhe
start of 20023 but still a sign
the economy is cxpanding.

Inflation, meanwhile, showed
o signs of easing, with con-
suiFTeer prices rising 9.13 percent
year-on-year in July — up from
.50 percent in June. AFP

Chart of

THE DAY

In 2023, the Walt Disnay
Co. generated a total
revonue of nearty $32.6
billian with s parks,
and expariences,
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Four Thousand Weeks

DQLIVER BURKEMAN

Drawing on the insights with getting everything done,
of both anciant and *Four Thousand Waesks™
contemporary philosophers, introduces readers to tools
peychologists, and spiritual for constructing a meaningful
teachers, Oliver Burkeman ife by embracing finltude,
delivars an ultimately profound  showing that many of the
guide to time _ ways wea have come to

LT : .
management, BaYS & o, eped think about time are
review published on “Wirks not nescapable, but
EI:II:III:lI'I!-.I:I.lﬂ!.I:II:II'I'I. Time ahoioas we hayve muads
Rejecting the futile ke as individuals and
micdern obeession o Murlabs 7y @B A socioty.

(fiver &

Horkoran o5
Optimiam Unemployment

(Mympics expected
to give boost (o

French economy

The French ceniral bank said
that the nation’™s econamy
showld get a considerable
bump from the Olympic anc
Paralympic Games.

After having expanded by
0.3 percent in the second
fjuArer, the Bancyue e Frampees
samd it expects the French
economy Lo grow by nearly
(.5 percent in Juby-September
quarter,

The Obympic Games of-
ficially opened in late July and
the Paralvmpic Games finish
iy Sepiember

The central bank put up (o
(.25 percentage poimnits of that
growih down (o the impact of
the event. AFP

Canada sheds

2,500 jobs in
July, data shows

Canada's economy shed a ne
2,800 jobs in July, a5 gains

in Mull-time work were olTsel
by part-time job losses, while
the unemployment rate
remained at a J0-month high
of 6.4 percent,

Analvsis polled by Rewters
had forecast a net gain of
22,500 jobs and the uncm:
ployment rate to rise io 6.5
percent rom 6.4 percenlt in
Jumn.

An increase in the unem-
plovment rate was expected
e 1o rapld populatlon
zrowih

The numbers came after
a jump last week in the LS
unemploviment rate. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Al Aymal Perfumes, our mission 1=
to create fragrances that resonate
deeply with our customers.

Abdulta Ajmad

CEC T Al P rsis

Fartners al RPMG Saudh Levant
amnd KPMG Lower Gull have
voted overwhelmingly in favar
of a proposed integration of
thedr bassinesses,

The integration will resull
in the establishment of a new
limited hability partnership
and, once implemented and
necessary regulatory approvals
obtained, will see a collective
KPFMG  business comprising
over 5,000 employees operating
Saudi  Aralva, Jordan,
Lebanon, Irmg, the United Arab
Emirates and Oman.

LTRSS

The proposed integration
5 consistent  with KPMG's

Global  Collective  Strategy,

Wego, the No. 1 travel app and
the largest online travel market-
place in the Middle East and
Morth Africa, brings vou the hest
travel Lps o plan vour Gomily
hodiday,

Traveling is undoubtedly one
of the most enjovable experi-
ences one can have, allowing us
to explore new places, cultures,
and cuisines. Wego understands
the sole needs of Saudl Bamndlles
seeking the perfect getaway,

These responsibilities easily
double when you are traveling
as a family. From selecting the
perfect destination tocomfortahle
accommuodations  and  activilies
for everyone, it is not an easy task,
bt with Wego, planning farmily
trips beoomes less stressful.

Users can search for the top
family-fricndly destinations under
the “Trip ldeas™ secton of Wesn.
The travel advisory feature ihat
Wepo provides also albovws trave)ers
b et adl the necessary iformation
on the places they want to visit,
including weather conditions.

in addition, the platform ofers
the best Rights based on families’
budeels and schedules, allowing
them to compsare the sirfares, dates,
amd availability of Mights from
Saucha Aralua, amnd assess a ramge
of Family-fricnedly airlines listed on

Or

FRESS RELEASES
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

which includes the clustering
of member Arms across the
network. Greater integration
brings a number of benefits to
clients, people and the commu-
nities in which KPMG operales,
Importantly, 1  underpins
EPMG's commitment Lo greater
consistency and quality albeit
continuing o =service clients
through separate legal entities
that have operated in the
respective markets.

Dr. Abdullah  Al-Fozan  will
become the senior pariner and
CEC of the new firm, and Emilio
Pera will become the deputy
senior  partner  and  depuity

CED of the new lrm, as well

s Haminesa Trasn

Expiore

Wegn, One of the top alrlines that
offer many services for famikies is
saucha, It provides a special Famaly
Membership Program called
Alfursan, apart from providing
complimentary prams and Tamily
check-in - desks,  along  with
dedicated sround =taff and cabin
crew trakmed 1o assist fumilbes,

It also offers perks for those
traveling wath chikdren,

This inclodes the Little VIP

PARTNERSHIP

Dr. Abdullah Al=Fozan will become the sendor partner and CEQ, and Emilio
Para will becamu the deputy senior partner mnd depaity CED of the new firm.

as contimung in his role as the
regionil managing partner for
the Lower Gulf firm.

Al-Fozan, current chalrman

and CED at EPMG  Saudi

CREATING MEMORIES

Wego shares travel tips for family holidays

which  provides

carmpsl g,
fanilies with decicated check-in
desks and poorty boarding, along

with complimentary  bassinet
seals and an additional bageage
allowance that inchedes a ks
checked bag and a 5 kg cabin bag,

Be it Saudia, Qatar Alrways,
Lufthansa, Gulf Alr, Qantas and
edher Family-friendly air carriers,
Wego helps easily book the right
type of trap for families.

Levant, =aid: “An integrated
business would enable us to
be even stronger and better
positioned to provide value for
oir clients amd communities,

Wepos user-friendly  platform
calers 10 [amibies by offering a
centralieed hub o explore travel
options. Compare airfares, dates,
and availability from a wide range
of airlines operating In Saundl
Arabia, including Sawda, Flynas,
Flyacdeal, Epyptair, Nile Air, Air
Arabla, and Alr Calro, This allows
fammilles (o hnd the perfect flight
that fits thedr budpet and schedule.

In addition. users can benefit

KPMG Saudi Levant and KPMG
Lower Gulf vote to integrate

With a wider peographic
coverage, we would be able to
expand our service and sector
expertise o complement an
already  deep  local market
understanding.”

Pera, current CECQ and senior
pariner at KPMG Lower Gull,
satd: “An integrated business
woulld significantly henefit our
clients, our people, and our
parinership by enabling faster
erowth and sustainable invest-
menls in new services, while
expanding  our kEnowledge
and access to regional experts,
enhancing our agility and
leveraging KPFMGE multidisci-
phinary expertise”

from Wegos blogs In English
and Arabie which provide users
with penty of informabon on
visas and destination wieas and
help compile the requirenents
fo prepare and decide the right
timeline Ffor irips, taking into
consideration  school  holidays
ancd drawing up an itnerary full
of activithes and experiences thal
woukl keep the amily enter-
tained throughout the rip

EXPERIENCE

Ajmal Perfumes and Threads unveil new children’s fragrances

Ajmal Perfumes, the renowned
fragrance house with a legacy
spanning seven decades is all
s+l 1o weleome siudents bhack
to schood, with its new collec-
tion "Whitfs of Wonder,” a line
of six enchanting fragrances
featuring scenis such as “Lady
Farasha™ “Little Prince”
“Hannah Banana," “Adventurs
Bay,” “Pink Princess.” and “Sea
Cridser” which iz tailored For
children and now available at all

Ajmal stores across the UAE and
Ridzania.

Building on the snccess of
Almals previous collabaration
with RidZania Dubai, where
children engaged in the art of
perfume making, the company
has now partniered with Threads.
The bramd known [or itz high-
guiality school apparel, now joins
forces with Ajmal to offer parents
i ||t|-|'-:-:r|'||:l.'-:|'|-::-j|;:-i|||: EX e e,

This collaboration  allows

parents to scamlessly purchase
school wniforms and children's
fragrances together, adding an
extra touch of magic (o their
tacik-to-school preparations,
Each f[ragrance fmom the
“Whifls of Wonder® is thoughi-
fully crafted to evoke joy,
innocenee, amd a sense of adven-
ture, making the start of the
school year even more special.
Abdulla Ajmal, CEQ of Ajmal
Perfumes, =awl; “Al  Ajmal

Perfumes, our mission s o
create fragrances that resonate
deeply with our customers. With
oir mew eodleciion. *Whilfs of
Woncker, we're excited to intro-
duce yvoung consumers (o the art
of fine fragrances. Our goal is to
integrate these scents into thekr
dally rottines, encouraging sell-
expression and bringing joy o
thelr evervday momenis™
Jacques Wessel Rheeder, MD
of Threads, =ail: "Partnering

with Ajmal Perfumes extends
our commitment o quality
bevond apparel. This collabo-
ratlon enriches our offerings,
making back-to-school shopping
i more joyvinl and conmvenient
cxpericnee for families across
the UAE"

This partnership  between
Ajmal Perfumes amd Threads
merges luxury fragrance crafis-
manship  with
dppare] expertise,

irusied sehonl
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Driving oxperionco

GMC HUMMER
EV arrives in

the Middle East

With GMC recently announc-
Ing Lthe much-anticipated
arrival of the GMC HUMMER
EV in the Middle East, bath
drivers and passengers in the
e G FROW IO A rlngge
ol cutting-ede technobo-
£1es thatl redefne the driving
EXperience.

The GMC HUMMER EY,
badlt on General Motors”
Lltiom Platform, scamiessly
integrates advanced tech-
nodogies o deliver aoptimal
driving ramge and out of
this world performance,
This advanced platform
enahles capahilities bevond
those of traditional vehicle
architectures and propailsion
systems. The GMC HUMMER
EV offers imypressive range
andl performance, featuring
fast-charging capabilitics that
add nearly 160 kilometers of
ramgEe in just 10 minutes

Independent tosting

Kaspersky Safe
Kids proves

superior safety

Raspersky Sale Kids has
received "Approved” certifi-
cates from AV-TEST and AY-
Comparatives, independent
testing organizations, for s
outstanding effectiveness
in hlocking inappropriate
content. Tests proved 100
percent and BE 1 percent in
guccesaiul Blocking of adult
content on the Windows
platform. In the AV-TEST's
research, the solution
became twice the only ane
with blocking aduli content
in the history of tests since
2015, In AV-Comparatives’
testing, the solution became
the only one certified out of
S partipants, supporting
the similar cases in tests of
HOLE, 2021, and A2

Achiavemant

Ethiopian
Airlines

gets award

Elhsopaan Alrlines, the
leacding aviation group in
Africa and a rapldly expand-
i ghobal adrine brand, s
heen distinguished with

the 'S President's Lifetime
Achievement Award. This ac-
codade recoenizes the airline's
outstanding contributions
and dedicated service to com-
mumnities m the United States,
The award, sigmed by the LS
Pregident Foseph R, Biden,
wiks preserited to Ethiogian
Alrlines during the 8th Annu-
al Galla Dinmer, hosted by the
Black IAM organization at the
Hilton Atlanta Anport Hoded,
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Sport News

SENSATIONAL ENDING

A'joa Wllson was the highest
soarer For the Amarcans, whio son
the title for thie TOth time oserall.

Sifan Hassan wins marathon to claim 3rd Paris medal

AFP Pans

Sifan Hassan completed her
mission impossihle with a gruel-
ling womens marathon win on
the sun-baked strects of Paris
Sunday,

On the final day of what
has been seen as a spectac-
ular Games, the race to top
the medals table was coming
down to the fnal event, with
China and the TS grappling for
RO A TCE,

Dutchwoman Has=an |had
taken on what many considered
to be a crazy gamble, competing
in the 5,000m, the 10.000m and
the marathon — the last two

Netheriands'
gold meadaliist -
Sifan Hassan ]
celebrotes o
after winning
marathon event
Raulsra

K

.

evenls just two days apart.

But n a thrilling sprint finish,
Hassan overhauled Ethiopia's
Tigst Aszszefn to take gold by
three seconds in an Olvmpdc
record of Zhr 22min 55sec.
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On Fridav, she had taken
bronze in the 10.0040m in the
Sade de France after coming
away with a bronze in the
o, O,

Shie fell 1o the ground on

FASTFACT

Dutchwoaman Sifan Hassan
heac taken an what many

considered to be a crazy
gamble, competing in the
5.000m, the 10,000m and
the marathon = the last two
events just two days apart,

the blue carpet in front of the
golden dome of the Invalldes
memorial complex in the hear
of Parts before grabbing a Dutch
flag to celebrate an extraordi-
nary achievement.

“Tt was not easy,” sild Hassan,
al. "I was s0 [, bl T was

feeling OR. I've never pushed
my=¢lf through to the fimish line
as 1 did today.”

“Every moment in the race
1 was regretting that I ran the
5000m amnd 10.000m. 1 was
telling myself if 1 bhadn’t done
that, 1 would fecl great today.

“From the beginning to the
e, it was so hard. Every step
of the way. 1 was thinking, “Why
cid 1 do that? What is wrong
with me?”

Hassan’s viclory was a sensi-
tiomal ending o an Olvmpics
athletics program that saw USs
gprinter Noah Lyles win the
100 by just five thousandths

ol & seCoicl,

FARIS OLYMPICS

US win 8th successive
Olympic basketball gold

Ajja Wilson scores a game-high 2| points lor Team America

AFP Pans

The US held off

France 67-66 o win

an nnprecedented
eighth successive
women's Olympic
baskethall gold on
Sunday and extend thelr
run of victories at the
tournament (o 61 games,

A'jia Wilson scored a game-high
21 paalnts for the Americans whao
won the tile for the 10th time

overall, surviving a burzer-
beating shot from  Franoe's
Gabby Williams.

The hosis needed a three to
[orce  overtime, but Williams'
foot was on three-point line as
she let go of the ball, 50 her shot
cointed for just two points 1o a
dramatic finale,

The US secured their 40th
gold of the Paris Games in the
final event of the competl-
ton, pipping China o the togp
the medals table by virtue of
winning moie silvers.

The US women gob support
fromn LeBron James who  sat
courtside wearing his  gold
meddal, joined by teammates Bam
Adebayo and Derrick White, a
day afler they won the men's
godil by beating the French men's
team 98-B7 in Saturday s final.

A low -scoring first quarter saw
a cold-shooting France muster
Just nine podnis, but the US only
[ared marginally bBetter amd led
by six after 10 minutes,

Willtams trimmed the gap 1o
a point with a thres early in the
second period before a basket
from Valeriane Ayvavi tied the
eAme Jt 20)-200

Marine Fauthoux drained a
three Irom near midoourt with
the shot clock expiring to send
the crowd wild, but Napheesa
Colliers putback ensured the
teams hewded into the bhreak
level at 25-25.

France strung  together a
[O-polit run 1o start the third

period as Fauthoux amd Avavi

L N
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both nailed threes.

The USs tohit hack to lead 45-43
poing inio the Anal gquarter,
with Relsey Plum connecting
an a4 pair of threes — one after
Tolannes took a nasty hlow from
Wilson that went unpunished,
to France's fury.

Wilson belatedly found some
rhwwthm offensively after a diffi-
culi first hall, bhut France had
an answer each time and went
hack In front, 51-449, on Marieme
Bacliane™ lnvup

The US nudged back ahead,

-

HIGHLIGHTS

® The US secured their
40th gold of the Paris Games

in the final aveant of tha
competition, pipping China to
the top the medals table by
virtue of winning more silvers.

® The US women got
support from LeBron James
wiho sat courtside wearing
his gold medal, joined by
teammates Bam Adebayo
and Derrick White.

-3 L
| —
A low-scoring firet gquarter saw & cold-shocting France muster just nine pednts, but the US anly fared marginally bettar and led by slx after 10 mingtas. &7 F
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Wilson getting a kind bounce off
the backboard and Plum sinking
a pair of free throws (o leave
them leading by three with two
minutes o play,

Willlams' jumper made |
a one-poinl  before Rahleah
Copper drove to the basket Lo
keep the US in the driving seat.

A traveling call against Wilson
gave the ball back t© France
with around 45 seconds lefl,
but Fauthoux's desperation
three came up well short under
pressure from Breanna Stewart,

Wilson then made a free throw
(o extend the jead to four and
Flum leoked to have clinched
the win with a pair of foul shots,
but Willams kept France alive
with a cluich three,

Copper hisld her nerve to sink
two more frec throws for the US
to restore thedir cushion to three.

They needed every poini
as  Willlams  nearly  pulled
ol a miracubous escape: act
as the buzzer sounded only
fx be denbed by a  meatter
of Centimeters.

Sport
Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Filling the void
Athletics has
moved on fom
Bolt, Coe says

Track and febd chiel Se-
bastian Coe has hatled the

LR b l:;L‘r'It'I'l::-r.1IL “EXTrAnTr-
dinary™ group of athletes al
the Pares Obympecs who have
gone some way to Alling the
void left by Jammican legend
[Tsxin Bolt,

Boll was a transformational
fgure in athletics, winning
ecight Clympic and nine world
eobd myedals as he dominated
the sprints during his stellar
CANCCr.

Talk gince his retirement
after the 2007 waorkd champ-
onships In London has abvays
been about who might step
inter his shoes as the keading
pin-ups for the sport. AFP

Scottish footbhall

Celtic maintain

perfectstart
with win at Hibs

Celtic moved Lo the top of the
Scodtish Premaership as a fast

start eased Brendan Rodeers'

men B 2-0 win at Hibermdan
an Suncay,

Micolas Kuhn opened the
sCorng inside three minutes
before Callum MeGregor's
girike doubled the visitors®
acdvantage before the 20-min-
e mark. Victory takes the
Scoftish champions twao
podrtts chear of Rangers and
Drunshese, wiheo were bath
victonous on Saturday, at the
top of the table. AFP

ricket
Bangladesh

retain Shakib
for Pakistan

Bangladesh retmimed all-
rourder Shakih Al-Hasan on
Sumday in the squadl for this
month's Test serics aguinst
Pakistan, despite the former
ruiding party lwmaker facing
backlash after the counirys
premiler was toppled

Shakib, 37, lost his status
as 4 lawmaker after parlia-
et wits dissobved [ollovwing
the dramatic ouster of long
timee ruler Sheikh Hasina
after weeks of deadly mass
il esls,

“The emphasis was on pack-
ing our best players,” chief
selector Gazi Ashraf Hossain
&abd in a statement. AFP

Follow Arnb News

a Beriefs all through the
day mhrabMows
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Lirdeay Lohan wore & Balmasin onssmble ot Disney = D23 fan convertion in Calformis, oo Teay of Dianey
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Lindsay Lohan
reveals ‘Treaky
Friday 2 title

Arab Moews Dooa

Fans gave a warm
welcome to Dubal-based
Hollvwood star Lindsay
Lohan at Disney’s D23 fan
convention at The Honda
Center in Anaheim,

California.

Om Saturday, Lohan and Juanie
Lee Curtis, the stars of the
upcoming “Freaky Friday”
feallonsd -, revialed 1o Bans fog
Lhe furst tomee the seqguel’s official
tile, *Freakier Fnday,” expected
in cinemas in 225

Lotan, who wore a black
and white Balmain ensermile [o
the event, took to Instagram
to share her exciternent. “Whait
a wondherful thme T had al
geddsneyd23 Thank you for the
overwhelming response of love
atd excitement for FREARIER
FRIDAY,” was how she
capiioned her carousel mages
[rom the evenl,

Phrestted by Nisha Ganalri
ard prostuced by Rristin Burr,
Amdirew Gunn and Curtis,
“Freakier Friday™ picks up
vears after Curtis and Lohan's
characters, Tess and Anira, hHirst
encured an identity crisis; Anna
hias a dateghter of her own and
A soon-to-be sjepdauehier, As
they navigate challenges that
coine when two familics merge,
they discover that lishtning
milght indeed strile tawioe.

In an inlerview with The
Hollvwoo] Reporter, Lohan
also revealed that “Star Wars;
Acolvte” star Manny Jacinto
will play Lahan™s character’s
husband in the Ailm.

“Manny = lovely. So fuonny,”
Lodan sadd of ber onscreen love
inleresl,

It was al=0 announced
that original cast member
Chad Michae]l Murray will be
returning to play Jake in the
secuie], Nieling fans” excite-
me=ni that they wall ged to see

Lotan and Mutrray’s characiers
topether 200 vears after the
original flm.,

While it appears that they
won't be in a romnantic relation-
ship, Curtis teased, *Chad is in

i Andd boy, oh boy, s Chad in it”

“Frealder Friday™ also stars
Aark Harmon, Chnstina Vidal

Mitchell, Halevy Huds=on, Liecilic

sSoong, Stephen Tobolowsky
arvd Rosalind Chao, New cast
membsers include Julia Butters,
SOl Hamumons amd Aallpey
Ramaknshnan. Executive
producers are Nathan Kelly,
Ann Mare Sanderiin and
Lohan

Aside from Jacinto as Lohan's
onscreen hushand, no further
chetalls have been reb=ased
abatl the roles played by
Butlers, Hammons and Ramak-
rishnan — although it is likely
at least one of them will be
plaving Lohan's daughter and
anather one may take the par
of her almost-stepdanghter.

'
=T ) aed BN B
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Jerna Ortegn opened up ta Vanlty Falr
nbaut the croafaver bateeen Hollywoeod
nnd politics, saying: "Everybody wants
to be politicnlly correat. but | feel like, In
doéng that, we lose o kot of our humanity
and integrity, because it lacks honesty.'

Qatar Museums brings
art to the Paris Olympics

Rebacca Anne Proctor Clubal

What choes art bave (o do with the
Dilvmpdcs? Qatar Musewums, the
Gl natioay’s preeiminent goverr-
ment institution for art amd
culture, belicves that art is a way
i further spar culioral diplo-
micy amd highlight the country's
wrgqiie Reriape and calturl
soenee in bne with its 40-year
participation in the Clympics,

Caatar Museums is celebrating
the 2024 Summer Chympics
with the staging of several
exhibitions and public events
in Paris, iIncluding art shows,
bk Lavimvchies anc the takeoss
o renowned restaurant Le Dalki
At Le Meurnice hotel on Rue de
Rivoli by Yiwan, an acclaimed
restaurint located within Daha's
Matiomal Musewum of Quiar

The sernes ol events also
includes the laumch of the
first-cver Arabic translation of
writings, "Textes Choasis.” by
Fierre de Couberting the French
historian and visionary widely
resarded as the father of the

msdern Obvmpic sanes.

The praject is anchored by
two exhibitions curated by Qatar
Museums and 3-2-1 Gatar Oy
afcl Speorts Museam: “Ody mpesim
More Than a Dream Exhrbition,
recording 440 years of Qatar's
participation in the Ohymipics
sinee 1984, which rins until
A, 5 anul " Esports: A Game

Changer” which runs iintel Sept, 8

atl the Hesidence Citeaux in Paris,
The Intter exhibition explores
how esports relates (o gaming
and traditional sports. It takes a
sociological look at competitive
gaming, defining it in relation

Qi wiaw im the
'yt Mo
Than A Droam’
mahikrton s
memarahilia,
inezlading: Qatars
first-avar Dhymplc
Al SLdee

to traditional sports amnd casual
gaming, while also lookinge at
its poverning organizatons and
economies. On view are ||||}1'-.'I:-.
that trace the history ol espors,
inchacling the invention of the
first electronic pinball machine
almost 3 century agn.

Om view in the “Olyrmpisim:
Mare Than o Dream™ exhibition
15 memarabihia, including
Qatar’s first-cver Clymipic
mechal, i bronge waon by
athiete Mohammed Suleiman
in the LSD0O-meter running
event during the 1992 Barcelona
Sumamer Olvmples,

Disney
honors I4

legends’
al fan event

AP A S

Ivsmey bestowed legend status
to 14 artists, Including Harmson
Ford, Angpela Basselt and Miley
Cyrus, who have shaped the
COMmpany.

I'he honorees, whom the
company savs have had a
“signithcant impact”™ on Dsney's
legacy, iInclide director James
Cameron, iconic Alm composer
Fahn Willhiems, and Relly Riga,

among severid others,

[his vear's class of Disney
Legemnds were inducted into
the company™s hall of Fame n &
ceremony al The Honda Center
in Anaheim, California, as a part
of the D¥23 fan convention.

Director James L. Brooks is
alsao jolning the starry club,
along with Williams, known for
the scores of the “Star Wars”™
and “Indiana Jones” franchises,
AITHINE many olhers
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UNOBSTRUCTED SEA VIEW
FOR ALL
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