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IED explosion
kills Manipur
ex-MLA's wife

f ] "he wife of Yamthong Ha-

okip,a Manipurex-MLA,
was Killed in an [IED blast
next to their house in tribal-
dominated Kangpokpi dis-
trict Saturday. It was initial-
Iv suspected militants had
triggered it, but police later
said she might have acciden-
tally set off the IED while
burning waste. P9

Dad freed after Syrs
for daughter’s ‘rape’

A Pocsocourt in Dehradun
[ \acquitted a man, 42, who
had been accused of raping
his 15-vear-old daughter and
spent the pastfive yearsinja-
il, after finding out the girl
falsely inecriminated him
when he objected to her bun-
king school and having a re-
lationshipwith a boyv P11

Slapped boy turns
blind, FIR against 2

Jollowing a CJM court or-
der, police in Meerut lod-
ged an FIR against the prin-
cipal and yoga instructor of
a govtrun Army public
school in Meerut Cantt for
“slapping a class 7 student
who later turned blind”. The
boy's mother claimed cops
failed to take action. P15
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‘Buchs, Sebi, Adani, fund
“deny H'burg allegations

Stay Calm, Probed
Most Claims, Sebi
Tells Investors

New Delhi/ Mumbai: Sebi
chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch and her husband, Dhav-
al, Sunday trashed allegations
of impropriety levelled by Hi-
ndenburg and hit out at the
short seller for not responding
to a Sebi show-cause notice
and instead “attacking” Sebi’s
“eredibility” and attempting
“character assassination™.
The market watchdosg, too,
waded in, saying it had acted
on the allegations made aga-

She has admitted to
some issues: H’burg

ate Sunday, Hindenburg re-

ssponded on X saving the Se-
bi chief had admitted to some
of the issues raised by it and
demanded that she release the
full list of clients and the de-
tails of their engagement. P12

inst Adani Group, with 23 out
of the 24 probes completed by
March, 2024. “Investors should
be calm and exercise due dili-
gence before reacting to such
reports,” Sebisaid.

Hindenburg's report had
alleged Puri Buch and Dhaval
had investments in two funds
with exposure to Adani sto-
cks, which led to Sebi “dra-
wing a blank™ in its probe aga-
inst the group. ™.

»2 cos named..., P 12

we redeemed the investment

..5ebi has adequate internal
mechanisms for addressing
issues relating to conflict of

interest... Relevant disclosures
required in terms of holdings of

securities and their transfers
have been made by the

chairperson from time to time...

(she) has also recused herself
in matters involving potential
conflicts of interest

Decision to invest in this fund (IPE Plus) was
because CIO Anil Ahuja is Dhaval’s childhood
friend from school and IT-D...(with) many decades of a
strong investing career... in 2018, Ahuja left his position...

—SEBI

=MADHAB! PURI BUCH & DHAVAL

IPE-Plus Fund 1 made zero
investments in any Adani
Group shares directly or
indirectly through any

fund... No investor had any
involvement in the fund's
operations or investment
decisions. Madhabi Buch &
Dhaval Buch's holdings in the
fund were less than 1.5% of
total inflow — 360 ONE WAM

We completely reject these allegations... Group has
absolutely no commercial relationship with individuals
or matters mentioned in this calculated deliberate

effort to malign our standing...

— ADANI GROUP _ Y

Oppn ‘conspiracy’

to destabilise
economy: BJP

[}JP claimed Congress and
Jother opposition parties
were part of a “conspiracy” to
“instability
and chaos in the world’s fas-
test-growing economy”. Cal-
ling it a classic *Congress-st-

create financial

Rahul: Risk in
mkt, JPC must
probe charges

lleging quid pro quo betwe-

en Adani Group and Sebi
chief Madhabi Buch, Cong-
ress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi Su-
nday demanded a JPC to probe
the allegations. Warning of a

yle innuendo Cenir oy eE The Point
Hindenburg Didn't Raise

and lies glued
together,” ex-

serious threat to
hard-earned in-
vestments, Rahul

Union minister Rajeev Chand-
rasekhar said Hindenburg at-
tacked Sebi in an “obvious
partnership” with Congress.
BJP's Sudhanshu Trivedi clai-
med the opposition knew the

report was forthcoming. P9

also demanded the sacking of
the Sebi chief and asked if Su-
preme Court will look into the
matter again. While SP sought
“a historical investigation of
Sebi”, AAP demanded PM Mo-
di'sresignation. P9

L 11- t‘w’ﬂ |l.:|r 1'r =%

TIMES OF INDIA

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

PAGES 34 | CAPITAL | INVITATION PRICE 25.50; *79.50 WITH ET OR 210.00 (%8.50 IN FARIDABAD EDITION) WITH NAVBHARAT TIMES

Kol crime: Delhi
 hospitals to halt :
elective services :

\! ajor govt hospitals
LV 1 across Delhi are set to
indefinitely halt elective
services (opted for by pati-
ents, not urgent) from Mon-
day in response to the bru-
tal rape and murder of a re-
sident doctor in Kolkata.

P Forensics points to
suspect’'s hand, P9

The strike is being called
todemand action and protec-
tion for healthcare workers.
Resident doctors’ bodies of
Maulana Azad, RML, Lady
Hardinge, VMMC and Safd-
arjung Hospital, GTB Hospi-
tal and Deen Daval Upadhy-
ay Hospital called for suspe-
nsionof elective services.P6

Civilian dies,
J&K encounter
toll rises to 3

"I“‘he death toll in Saturda-

v's shootout between se-
curity forces and terrorists
in the remote upper reaches
of J&K's Anantnag district
rose to three, with one of two
civilians caught in the cross-
fire dving of gunshot woun-
ds Sunday, report Saleem
Pandit & Sanjay Khajuria.

Havildar Dipak Kumar
Yadav from Biharand Lance
Naik Praveen Sharma from
Himachal were killed in the
encounter.  Abdul Rashid
Dar, a resident of Kokernag,
died in hospital. Kashmir Zo-
ne IGP VK Birdi said the pre-
senceof thetwociviliansclo-
seto Saturday’sshootout site
is “being investigated”. P15

incLUSIVE oF EpucaTion Times & DeLHi TiMes (CIRCULATED OMLY IN DELHI NCR) | *APPLICABLE ONLY ON MONTHLY PURCHASE (IN DELHI NCR)

HERBALIFE IS PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL
NUTRITION PARTNER OF TEAM INDIA FOR PARIS OLYMPICS 2024

-l

6 medals, 0 gold: India’s haul
sub-par but it's not all gloom

US BAGS LAST GOLD TO TOP TALLY

Shashank.Shekhar
@timesofindia.com

A s curtains fell on Paris
Aﬂlympics on  Sunday;
i Indian fans were left
with a mixed feeling over the
country’s performance. For a
nation of 1.4bn people, our re-
turn of one silver and five
bronze is very meagre. That
the world’s most populous co-
untry couldn’t produce a sing-
le gold medal is hard to digest.
However, if we look at In-
dia’sshowing in the past Sum-

»EDIT PAGE: Model For
Medals/Games Over...

US won a close women's
basketball final, beating
France 67-66, to equal China’'s
gold haul & top medals tally

15t time since 2008 Beijing,
l'.:hina Equalled US in gold tally

mer Games, the Paris tally
isn't too bad. Yes, we couldn’t
better our 2020 Tokvo haul of
seven (one gold, two silver, fo-
ur bronze) but we did much
better than in Rio 2016, when

ourmedal count was just two.

The performance, especi-
ally in badminton, boxingand
archery was disappointing.
as medals were expected.
Still, there is a flicker of hope

Hasina never resigned as
B’desh PM, claims son

Dhaka: In a stunning twist,
Sheikh Hasina's son Sajeeb
Wazed claimed on Sunday
that his mother never resig-
ned as Bangladesh PM and
reports to the contrary were
“completely false and fabri-
cated”, report AKM Moi-
nuddin and agencies.

P ‘Media cos risk shutdown
for misinfo’, INSIDE JACKET

US ‘design’ behind my
ouster: Hasina ‘letter’

letter allegedly fromex-PM

Sheikh Hasina is circula-
tingamong her Awami League
supparters, suggesting that
her ouster was due to US pres-
sure regarding crucial St Mar-
tin's Island. INSIDE JACKET

India’s flagbearers Manu Bhaker & PR

L1 I Sreejesh during the Olympics closing
“ ceremony in Paris. During 16 days of
3‘6 - sporting excellence, at least 17 world

records were set. Next games in LA in "28

FULL COVERAGE | P 16-18

- there were six fourth-place
finishes. Besides, Vinesh Pho-
oat’s disqualification meant
India lost a gold or a silver.

»India at No. ?1, P17

Another chlld
. drowns in city,
third in 24 hrs

A seven-yvear-old boy drow-
" Aned in a pond formed by
rainwater in a DDA park in
RohiniSector 20on Saturday:
This incident occurred on
the same day two children

»Rain fury leaves 30 dead
in 4 northern states, P9

P GURGONE: City gets
97mm of rain in 6hrs, P3

“..] have just confirmed
with her that she did not make
any statement before or since
leaving Dhaka,” Wazed wrote
on X. His assertion contradic-

ted claim by Mohd Touhid Hos-
sain, interim govt's foreign po-
licy adviser; that she had quit.

»Full report, INSIDE JACKET

drowned in Rohini's Prem
MNagar. The bov was identifi-
ed as Tarun, who lived with
his family in Aman Vihar &
wasastudent of ClassIV.P2
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Eatables

Cigarettes, Bidies, Lighter

Alcohol, Perfume, Spray,
Replica Fire Arm

AT, dIHHT

Bag, Briefcase

e, gifeR, 2u RereR, Tor

Radio, Transistor, Tape Recorder, Pager

Dagger/Sword, Cutting/ Sharp
Pointed edged Materials, Screwdriver

TR §F

Mobile Charger, Earphones,
Power Bank

BRI, XA, T H

Camera, Binocular, Handicam

OHH, T I didd, 9,
wrar, Radr fisdia / Rt

Thermos Flask, Water Bottle, Cans,
Umbrella, Toy Gun/Toys

Knife, Scissors, Razors, Blade, Wires

5 [ 1 [ e 4 1 M i e

Inflammable ltems, Match Box

EPRR 3R -4,
yerd e

Arms & Ammunition, Fireworks,
Crackers, Explosives etc.

fefored SraNial, UTH—<id HREy,

Digital Diaries, Palm-Top Computer,
iPads, iPods, Tablets, Pendrive

e FaEd ar dfe e
Electronic Car Keys/ Remote
Control Unit

DP/O693/2024

afe ®i3 eafed qeq faedrs 8, o famedar Heenaet & oilfcel A @10
Any unidentified object, if notice may be brought to the notice of nearest Security Personnel

(¥) @delhipoliceofficial (%) @delhipolice (@) @delhi.police_official (<) delhipoliceofficial ) @delhipolice.gov.in
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Another Child Goes Out To
Play, Never To Return Home

Seven-Year-Old Drowns In Park, Third Such

» Two boys drown in a
water-filled pit in Rohini's
Prem Nagar on Aug 9

» Two boys, aged eight and
10, drown in a rainwater-filled

ditch in northeast Delhi's
New Usmanpur in June

» Two drown at Samaypur
Badli underpass in June

» Three students drown in the
basement of a coaching centre
at Old Rajender Nagar in July

A SERIES OF TRAGEDIES

- » A 23-year-old woman and

- her son drown in a half-open
under-construction drain on
a waterlogged street in east
Delhi’s Ghazipur in July

-

Death In One Day
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TRAGIC END: Tarun drowned in the submerged DDA park in Rohini

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A seven-vear-old
boy drowned in a pond for-
med by rainwater in a DDA
park in Rohini Sector 20 on
Saturday. This incident oc-
curred on the same day two
children drowned in Rohini's
Prem Nagar.

The boy was identified as
Tarun, who lived with his fa-
mily members in Aman Vi-
har and was a student of
Class IV. Police said at 6:30
pm, they received a PCR call
about the drowningof achild
in the park. “When we rea-
ched the spot, we found that
the child had already been

13-yr-old

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A 13-vear-old boy
died of electrocution while pla-
ving cricket on a training gro-
und in Ranhola, west Delhi.
Police said the boy, Aditya
Mehto, had gone to collect a
ball on Saturday when he ca-
me in contact with a live wire
hanging from an iron pole.
Police got a PCR call at
1.30pm and during an inquiry
they came to know that the
boy was playing cricket on a
ground in Kotla Vihar Ph-2.
Aditya suffered the shock
from the pole carrving the
electric wiretoagaushalaina
corner of the ground. He was
immediately taken to a hospi-
tal in the PCR van, where he
was declared brought dead.
A case under section 106(1)
(causing death by negligence)of

moved to hospital, where the
doctor pronounced him dead
onarrival,” an officer said.

Jaswant Singh, a relative
of the deceased, said the fa-
mily was unaware of when
the bov ventured out of the
house and went to the park.
“We are uncertain whether
he inadvertently slipped whi-
le playing or had gone to bat-
he in the pond,” he said. He
added that at 8§ pm, on recei-
ving a phone call from the
authorities, they rushed to
the hospital.

*It was an utter display of
apathy and negligence that
resulted in the tragic loss of
the young bov's life. The ab-

BNS has been registered.

Bechan Mehto, a la-
bourer and the boy’s
father, said he was at
work when his wife
told him aboutthe elec-
trocution, “Aditya,

Aditya Mehto

sence of asecurity guard and
the lack of adequate safety
measures to caution indivi-
duals about the presence of
the pond were glaring over-
sights,” he said.

The boy is survived by his
father, who is employed at a
garment shop in a shopping
centre, and his mother, a hou-
sewife. A video of the park re-
vealed that it was submerged
in water, with even the con-
crete benches inundated.

The body of the boy was
preserved in the hospital for
postmortem. “Necessary legal
action has been taken into the
matter,” a senior officer said.

In a statement, DDA said

struggles and often ex-
pressed his determina-
tion to help us overco-
me our impoverished
circumstances. My son
exhibited a remarkable
aptitude for academics

along with his brot-

hers, Deep Raj and Sahil,
used to go to the ground to
play. When Aditya suffered
the shock, his brothers tried
tosave himwithabatbutthey
also got an electric shock,”
Mehto said, adding that anot-
her boy informed the familv.

The family resides in a le-
ased dwelling in Ranhola and
protested against alleged
negligence by placing Adity-
a's body on the road.

Aditya was a diligent stu-
dent in the seventh grade. "De-
spite his tender age, he was
acutely aware of my financial

and harboured ambi-
tious aspirations of excelling
in competitive examinations.
As a  father, despite
oureconomic constraints, Ine-
ver compromised on his edu-
cation and provided him
with every resource he requi-
red,” Bechan said.

A resident said that app-
roximations ranging from 200
to 300 children cometo the gro-
und that happens to be a crick-
et training facility “At the mo-
ment of the unfortunate oc-
currence, numerous children
were playving there. The wires
need maintenance. However,

the incident occurred at
Chhat Ghat inside the district
park, adjoining Aman Vihar
resettlement colony in Rohi-
ni. “This 1sal12-acre park and
the chhat ghat area is around
3000 sq m with a depth of aro-
und 3.5 feet. The water body is
fenced through a grill all aro-
und and residents have been
warned not to enter that area.
Yesterday, despite warning
from the guard, 7to 8 children
were playving in the area whe-
re water had collected due to
heavy rain.” It added that a
guard came to the rescue of
the child who was drowning
and took him to hospital whe-
re he was declared dead.

playing cricket electrocuted

the peopleresponsiblefailed to
address the issue,” he said.
According to an officer, the
ground is on private land. The
officer mentioned the presen-
ce of an office nearby, from
which an electrical wire exten-
ded to a neighbouring gausha-
la. It was at this point that the
live wire became exposed.
Sources said they are pro-
bing the roles of the alleged
cricket academy's owner and
the person who runs the gaus-
hala. They are also checking
for any electricity theft.
“Action will be taken once
we scan documents to see
whether several people are
owners of the property or on-
Iv one,” the officer said.
[nvestigatirs need to find
out if the property, belongs to
multiple individuals or has a
sole proprietor.

Full-Dress Rehearsal on 13" August 2024

DELHI POLIGE

SHANTI SEWA NYAYA
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TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS AROUND RED FORT
The foliowing roads will be closed for general traffic from 4:00 AM to 10:00 AM on 13.08.2024 and only labeled vehicles will be permitted: -

Nedaji Subhash Marg from Delhi Gate to Chatta Rail.

Lathean Road from GPO Delhi to Chatta Rail.

5. P Mukherjee Marg from H.C.S5en Mang fo Yamuna Bazar Chowk.
Chandni Chowk Road from Fountain Chowi to Red Fort.

Nishad Raj Marg from Ring Road to Netaji Subhash Marg.
Esplanade Road and its Link Road to Netaji Subhash Mang.

Ring Road from Rajghat to ISBT.

Cuter ing Road from IS8T 1o [P Flyover i.g., Salimgarh Bypass.

For maora details
Plaase Scan

20 =L BN e B e

Those vehicles which do not have parking labels for the rehearsal may avoid C- Hexagon India Gate, Copemics Mang, Mandi House, Sikandra Road, W Point, A poent
Tilak Marg, Mathura Road, B5Z Marg, Netag Subhash Marg, J L. Nehru Marg, Ring Road batween Nizammuddin Khatta and ISET Kashmin Gate & Outer Ring Road
from Nizamuddin Khatta & ISBT Kashmin Gate via Salimgarh bypass.

JAlernative=1: Aurchindo Marg — Safdarjang Road - Kamal Ataturk Marg- Kautitya Marg- 5 P.M. Marg- 11 Murti- Mather Teresa Crascent- Park Streel— Mandir Marg -
Pancivkuian Road - Rani Jhans Road and reach their destinations in North Defhi and vice-versa,

‘Alternative-'Z Reach Connaught Place - Minto Road - Bhavbhuti Marg ~ Ajmeri Gate ~Shradhanand Marg - Lahon Gate Chowk - Naya Bazar - Peeli Kodhi -

5.P. Mukherjee Marg up to ODRS and reach thair destination in North Dethiand vice versa.

- Albemative-3; Reach Nizamuddin Bridge to cross Yamuna ~ Pushia Road - G.T. Road and cross Yuddhisthar Sefu to ISET and reach thesr destination in North Delhi

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

==, FULL DRESS REHEARSAL
- INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
13 - 08 - 2024 (TUESDAY)
(0400 Hrs. TO 1000 Hrs. ) ®

PROHIBITED AREAM

S L IR e P OPTE L abfliid sk e s
P e B B [N e e 7D P s

BN — ROAT CLOSED
Pl GENERAL TRAFFIC [ G400 s TO V00 M)

EE — ROAD CLOSTT
FOR CITY BUSER [ 0558 Hia TO 1608 Heaw

gy = [VENTED DLE ROUTES

] = FIGEESTER ACCEERR TT
LD DLk Al Y, ATaTDN

[ e | = GLAROESTED ACLCEBS TO
= BANTLHEA (LANDSH FOSPITA)

= HIGOERTEDR CORRIDOAS FOR
E GEMERAL TRAFFID

M HO%s | LGS
PO R b ARG TT i
O 15 &8 - EAEE

"*’ = MO MGV | MOV | LGY & INTER STATE BLUSEER
ALLOWED 0N MING ROAD

| BETWEEN LODP S8T BRIDGE RING ROAD TO T FHENT NEABUDDIN FLY- DVER |
FROM 0OS0 Hra, MIDNEGHT TO 1700 Hre ON 13 - 02 - 30324

BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL

PLAN YOUR ROUTE, FOLLOW

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

1. NH-24 (NH-8)- Nizamuddin Khaita- Barapula Road- undar AlIMS Flyover-
Ring Road,

2. Dﬂg Barapulla Road further as per 1 above OR via Ashram on Ring Rosd &
proceed accordingly.

3. NH-24 {NH-3)- Nizamuddin Khatta- Ring Road- Bhairon Road- Mathura
Road- Subrahmanyam Bharti Marg- Rajesh Pilod Marg- Prithwira] Road-
Safdarjung Road- Kamal Ataturk Marg- Panchsheal Marg- 5P MargRidge
Fioad accordingly and vice versa

4, \ikas Marg- IP Marg- DDU Marg- Minto Road then either via Connaught

Placa or Ajmeri Gate- 0BG Road & procesd further.
Pusta RBoad {Shastr Park)- GT Road- Yudhister Satu- ISBT Kashmin Gate
and proceed accordinghy via Ring Road or Rani Jhansl Road,

. DND - NHZ4 |(NH9) - Yudhister Setu- Signature Bridge- Wazirabad

Bridge will remain open to reach Ring Road.

Old Iren Bridge and Geeta Colony Bridge lowards Shanti Van will be closed.
People are advised to reach early to avoid last minute rush &
inconvenience,

All EWAs are harehg raquested to collect/purchase their essential
commodities before 22:00 Hrs, on 12.08.2024 for citizens of Delhi.

Adequale infarmative signage's will be displayed for the guidancs af vehicular
raficdesiined for he Red Fortat alimporiant afi uncto

o

o e~ m

1. Goods vehicles will not be permitted between Nizamuddin Khatta and
Wazirabad brdge from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 to 11:00 AM on
13.08.2024

2. Intersiate buses will not be allowed betwean Maharana Pratap [SBT and
Saral Kale Khan ISBT from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 to 11:00 AM on
13.08. 2024

RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT OF CITY BUSES AFART FROM
RESTRICTED ROADS:

Local aity buses includeng DTC will nol move an Ring Road from 12:00 Midnight

of 12062024 to 1000 AM on 13.08.2024 Detween |SBT Kashmin Gate and

Ring Road - NH-24(NH-8)/NH ‘T’ point (Nizamuddin Khatta) and take available

alternative roule.

Thie following road shall also be ciosed for movemsent for intes City/DTC buses

from 12:00 Midnight of 12.08.2024 o 10:00AMon 13.08 2024,

{A) Lothian Road from Chhatta Rall Chowk to Kashmin Gate {Bouleword
Road),

(B)  Metaji SubhashMang from Chhatta Rail Chowk to Delhi Gate.

{C}  Shyama Pragad Mukherjee Marg.

(0}  Ring Road betwean Nizamuddin Khatta {NH-24) and Northem loop of
ISBT Kashmin Gate

{(E] "C'Heaxagon, Shershah Road. Dr Jakir Hussain Road, Pandara Rioad.
Shanjahan Road, Akbar Road, Rajpath, Ashoka Road, KG Marg
Copernicus Marg, Tilak Marg, Purana Quila Road, Sikandara Road.
Bhagwan Dass Foad and Marg

{F}  AshokaRoad from F/AWindzor Flace o °C" Hexagon.
{G) KG. Marg from Ferozeshah Road o "C" Hexagon.

{H}  Vikas Marg, beyond loop towards Deftd Secrelarat

{I}  Mathwra Road from Ashrarm Chowk o W Pomt

Buses ardinanly terminating af Red Fort, Jama Masjid and Delhi Main Railway
Station will be curtailed/diverted as bebow-

1) Opposite Rambila Ground on J.LN, Marg for buses approaching from Sauth
and ¥es! Delfhi.

2) AL Mon Gate and Tis Hazari for buses coming from North, North West via
Barafkhana and East Delnivia ISBT Bridge.

3) Al Boulevard Road opp. Maharaja Agrasen Park for buses coming from
Marth Delhi side from Ring Road,

Hab service will be restored after 'FII]I:M.

1) OLD DELHI RAILWAY STATION:-

a) From West and South Delhi:- Maother Terasa Crescent - Park Sireef - Mandir
Marg Panchkuian Road -Rani Jhansi Fiyover - Azad Market - Boulevard Road -
Mor Gate - Pul Dufferin - 5.F.Mukhenes Marg to reach the Railway Station or
Dhaula Ruan- Ridge Road [Vande Matram Marg ) - Faiz Road- Ranl Jhansi Road
& thereatter as above & vice versa.

b} From Morth:- Mori Gata - Pul Duffarin - 5.P. Mukherjea Marg to reach the
Raibway Station,

c) From Eazt/Morth East:- Pusta Road - Yudhéster Sefu - Mori Gate - Pul
Dufferin- 5P Mukheres Marg then proceed further accardingly.

Z) NEW DELHI RLY. STATION:

a) From East- \ikasMarg. DDU Marg . Bhabibuti Marg , ND Radway Station.

b) From North East:- Yudhister Setu, Ranl Jaansi Road, R‘ARanl Jhansi, DBG
Road and raach ND Railway Station accordingly OR wia Mori gate, Pul Duffrin,
SP Mukhenee Marg, Quitub Road and resch,

c} From North:- Rani Jhansi Road, R/A Rani Jhansi, DBG Road and reach ND
Railway Station accordingly OR via Mori Gate, Pul Duffrin, 5P Mukharjes Marg,
Quiub Road and reach

d) From West:- Pusa Road, RiA Hanuman Muni, Panchkuia Road, Connaughl
Place, Chelmsford Rioad and Nd Railway Station OR via DEG Road toreach ND
Railway Siation.

e) From South:- To reach Connaught Place, Cheimsford Road and ND raitway
Station OR via DBG Road toreach ND Railway Station

3} ISBT KASHMERE GATE

a) From New Delhi and South Delhi: - Mother Teresa Crescent- Park Sireet -
Mandir Marg - Panchkuan Road - Rani Jhansi Road and Rani Jhansi Flyover -
Boulevard Road,

b) From West Delhi: - Pusa Road, RIA Hanuman Mandir, Fatz Road, Rani
Jhansi Road and thareafier as above.

¢) From Narth Delhi; - Thers is no restriction

d) From North-East Delhi: - Yudhister Setu, Boulebard Road, Mori Gate, Pull
Bufferin, SP Mukherjee Marg, Old Deihi Raitway Station.

4) J.P.N.HOSPITAL: - Thera is no resinclion

5} KASTURBA HOSPITAL: - Ajmen Gate - Ajmeri Bazar - Chowk Hauz Quazi -
Chawri Bazar-Chowk- Barshabullah- Urdu Bazar.

(A) FROM TRANS YAMUNA AREA

(1 G.T.ROADISBT KASHMERE GATE BRIDGE: -

Buses bound for Kauna Pul | Red Fort / Oid Delhi Railway Station shall oparate

via |SBT Bridge (Yudhistir Sefu} and terminate at Boulevard Road - Near Mor

Gate L Turn,

Return route via Boulevard Road after taking *U' tuen from Mo Gate ‘L~ luen for

ISBT Bridge (Yudhistir Sedu)

Buses bound for New DelndConnaught Place/Central Secretariat shall operate

via new ISBT Bridge - Boulevard Road Rani Jhansi Flyoves- Rani Jhansi Road -

Mandir Marg - Peshwa Road - Gole Market & Shivaji Stadium Terminal / Caniral

Secredariat Terminad,

Busas bound for South Dafivi shall follow the route abowve wpto Mandir Marg and

procaed further via Shankar Road - Uipper Ridge Road, Simon Bolivar Marg-

Dhaulakuan,

(i) VIKAS MARG

1. Buses bound for Morth Delhl shall proceed vie Marginal Bandh Road
{Pusta), G.T Road, Shastri Park, ISET Bridge, Boulavard Road and proceed
further,

2. Buses bound for South Delhi shall proceed wa Mother Diary Road, NH - 24,
towards Nizamuddin Bridge - Ring Road towards Ashram Chiowk,

3. Buses bound for New Delti shall deboard the passengers an Vikas Marg,
New Secretarial, Bus stand and will take U tumn from under IP Flyover for
returmn journey towards Vikas Mang.

BUSES COMING FROM BARAF - KHANA

All Buses olharwise lerminaling at Old Delv Railway Station/ KauriaPulRed

FaortfJarna Masjid shall be curtailed as mantioned balow:

1. Buses coming from Roshanara Road for Old Delhi Railway Station shall
terminate opposite State Bank of Indiainside Tis Hazar Cours,

Featurn ourney will be via Boulevard Road towards Barafkihana

2. Buses coming from Otd Rohtak Road for old Deihi Radhway Station, Red Fort
shadl tarminate at Marl Gate.

Riatern ourney will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

3. Buses coming from New Rohtak Rioad for Old Delhi Raitway Station, Red
Fort shall terminate on Gokhale Marg betweean Tikona Park and In Gale Tis
Hazart Court,

Raburn journey will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

4. Buses coming fram Malka Ganj for Old Delhi Raitway Staton, Red Fort shall
{erminate an Gokhale Marg adjoining boundany wall of Tikona Park
Reeturn pourney will be via Gokhale Road - Zorawar Singh Marg.

5. Al private and mini buses shall be terminated at MCD car parking
(MORI GATE}, Gokhale road shall be one- way from RIS Mori Gate towards

P.S. Metro Station Kashmiri Gate & RiA Mon Gate to Gokhale Market
T" Point.

1. All Buses otherswise lermenating at Old Delhi Railway Station, Red Fort, Bhal
Mati Dass Chowk, Mor Gate, ISBT. Pragati Maidan and Ambedkar Stadium
Terminal shall terminate Opp. Turkman Gate AsafAli Road
Reeturn journey by laking U'-Tum on J.L N Marg and proceed further

i BUSES COMING FROM MALL ROADSIDE

1. All buses otherwize terminating at Old Delhi Railway Stabion, Red Fort,

Jama Masjid, Kauriya Pul shall ferminate on Boullevard Foad upto Mon
Gale.

Fetiemn pournay will be via Boullevard Road, Ring Road and Chandgi Ram
Akhara, IF College light point.

T0 SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090 | FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

BUSES COMING FROM SOUTH DELHI
Buses bound for Red Forl, Old Delhi Railway Station, Bhai Mati Dass Chowk
{Fountain) from South Dedhi will be diverted via Ring Road - NH -24, Marginal

Bandh (Pushta) Road, new ISBT Bridgs and shall terminale on Boulevard
Rioad

Return joumey by taking 'L Turn and proceed further via ISBT Bridge.

1. Buses bound for Connaught Place from South Delhi shall be diverted
lewards Rang Road and further take Upper Ridge Road upto RIA Karol Bagh
and reach Connaught Place via Jhandewalan Panchkuian Rosd Shivaj
Stadium terminal,

2. Busesbound for ISBT Maharana Pratap Terminal shall proceasd Ring Road
and further take Upper Ridge Road upto RIA Karol Bagh Faiz Road
FilmistanAzad Mkt Chowk, Boulevard Road and reach Mon Gate!ISET,

3. Buses bound for East Deli from South Delhi shall proceed via Ring Road-
Hazrat Nizamuddin Bridge- {NH - 24) - New Patpar Ganj Road.

4, Buses bound for East Delhi from South Dels coming a1 Lala Lagpat Rai
Marg will be divertad on Mathora Road towards the Ashram Chowk = Rimg
Road from Lodhi Fiy over RiANeela Gumbad.

5, Buses bound for Red Fort, Jama Masjd, Kaunya Pul from Firozshah Road
and going towards Mandi Houss shall take Barakhamba Road from Mandi
Housae, Ranjit Singh Flyower and terminate Opp. Turkman Gata Asaf Ali
Road.

Redurn pourney via J.LN.Marg, Ranjeet Singh Flyover by taking 'L’ Tumand
proceed further
6. Mudrks Serices {Buses) shall fake route via new ISET Bridge, Shastri

Park, Pusta Kailash Gandhi Magar - Vikas Marg - Mother Dairy Road- MH -
24 - Nizamuddin Bridge - turn ieft Ring Road for Sarai Kale Khan,

1. All buses coming from Ghaziabad towards Dethi shall mowva via Bhopura
Chungt Road from Mohan Nagar for Wazirabad Road and then towards
Chandgi Ram Akhara - L turn (58T and enter ISBT

2. All Buses coming from Dhaula Kuan shall be diverted on Ring Road for
taking Punjabi Bagh - Azad Pur - Akhara Chandgl Ram - U tum I5BT and
enter |SBT.

3. All buses operating between |SBT and Faridabad (Badarpur) shall either
terminate at Saral Kale Khan or be diverted on Ring Road via Dhaula Kuan
rggfhi Bagh - Azad Pur - Akhara Chandgi Ram - U fuen 1SBT and enter

OUTGOING

1. Mo bus shall be allowed to take U’ burn at northern loop of Ring Road near
Bugh Vihar (Monastery) and would be diverted towards Wazirabad to go
Trans Yamuna or take L)' burm from Chandoi Ram &khara and take loop of
FSBT Flyower 1o go towards Shasin Park and Buses bound for Dhaula Kuan
shall take Boulevard Road, Rani Jhansi Road, Link Road and upper Ridge
Foad (Vande Matram Marg).

2. Buses bound for Lond Border shall proteed via Wazirabad Brdge and those
bound for Ghaziabad shall procesd via ISBET Bridge.

DTC RECOVERY VANS

DTC recovery vans shall be stationed {from 05:00 AM on 13,08 2024 anward til

diverssons ane cleared) as under: -

1. Cantral Comtrol Room - Gokhals Marg

2. Ghata Masjd

3. Yamuna Bazar

4, Dalhi Gate

5. Chatta Rall Chowl

Note: - BUSES ORIGINATING FROM EAST, NORTH, CENTRAL, WEST,
SOUTH AND INTENDING TO USE BSZ MARG-TILAK MARG- SUBASH
MARG-RING ROAD [BETWEEN AKHARA CHANDGI RAM AND HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIN BRIDGE BE DIRECTED TO AVOID THESE STRETCHES &
TAKE ALTERNATIVE ROUTES AS SUGGESTED ABOVE.

« General public Is advised not to bring cameras, binoculars, Remote
Control car keys, umbrella, handbags, briefcases, transistors,
clgaretts lighters, tiffin boxes, water bottles, lunch boxes, etc.

«  DonTouch any suspicious abject, Immediately report about the presence of
any unidentifiedfsuspeciad object, suspicious moverment of individuats &
vehscles or anything cutof the ordinary, fothe nearest policeman.

*  Flying of sub convantiona! aerial plationms like Par- gliders, para-motors,
hang gliders, UAVs, micro light aircraits, pileded arcrafts, hot air
balloons, small size powered asfcrafts, quadcopters or para Jumping from
aircraft etc: are prohibited over the jurisdiction of National Capital Territory of
Delhiupto 15.08 2024,

STA'I' UPDATED THROUGH:

Delhi Traffic Police Website: hitps:/traffic.delhipolice.gov.in
Helpline Numbers: 1095/011-25844444

0 hilp=:\ wew iac=book.comidipirattic . hitps: twitier.com diptratiic
(&} nitps: wwinstsgram, comidapiratilc

DP/9695/2024
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Rain Cools Delhi, But It Hits Where It Hurts

Waterlogging Complaints At Various Places; 3 Delhi-Bound Flights Diverted, 50 Delayed

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Several parts of
Delhi experienced an intense
downpour on Sunday evening,
following a moderate spell of
rain in some areas earlier in
the dav The weather caused
three Delhi-bound flights to be
diverted, while over 50 flights
were delayed at IGI Airport.

Rainislikely to continue on
Monday, with the Met depart-
ment issuinga ‘vellow’ alert for
light to moderate showers.

SPS Mayvur Vihar in east
Delhi received the maximum
rainfall on Sunday, logging 56
mm between 8.30 am and 5.30
pm. On Saturday, Mayur Vihar
reported 66 mm of rainfall.

From 8.30 am to 8.30 pm on
sunday, Safdarjung — the ci-
ty's base station—received 28.8
mmof rainfall, Palam received
45.2mm, and Najafgarh logged

| i
— -

Subhash Chowk B

28.5mm of rainfall Until
2.40pm, Ayvanagar recorded
49 4mm of rainfall, Gurgaon 80
mm, and Lodhi Road 30.8 mm.
“The monsoon trough is
near its normal position, anda
cyclonic circulation lies over
northeast Rajasthan and ne-
ighhoring areas. Under the in-
fluence of these svstems, Del-
hisaw alight to moderate spell
of rain."” said a Met official.
India Meteorological Depart-
ment has placed a ‘yellow” alert
for light to moderate rain for
Wednesday and Thursday too,
with the possibility of light sho-
werson Friday and Saturday,
The maximum temperature
on Sunday dropped to 31 degre-
es Celsius, three notches below
normal and 1.8 degrees lower
than Saturday’s maximum. The
relative humidity ranged from
91-100%. The minimum tempe-
rature was 26 degrees Celsius,

Rajesh Mehta
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MORE IN STORE: Met dept has issued a ‘yellow' alert for Monday

one degree below normal.

So far in Aug, Safdarjung
has received 185 mm of rain-
fall, against the normal of
233.1 mm for the entire month.

The air quality remained
in the ‘satisfactory’ category
on Sunday with an AQIof 69. 1t
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is expected to stay in the same
category until Aug14.
Meanwhile, parts of the ci-
ty, particularly outer Delhi are-
aslike Najafgarh and Mundka,

room, a total of 40 complaints
were received throughout the
day, with only three being resol-
ved by evening, While waterlog-
ging occurred at the Pul Prah-
ladpur underpass, it did not dis-
rupt traffic. However, waterlog-
oing on the Najafearh-Dhansa
road led to traffic disruptions.
‘In Mundka and Najatgarh,
response teams have been de-
ploved to remove water from
theroads,” said a PWD official.
PWD is also planning to re-
pair a drain between Zakhira
and the Raja Garden flvover,
which is expected to address
the recurring issue of water-
logging on Najafgzarh road.
Traffic was impacted on
the Mehrauli-Badarpur Road
in the -carriageway from
Ehanpur towards Hamdara

ter Ring Road from Chirag Del-
hi due to water accumulation
under the Savitri flyover,

Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) said they recei-
ved complaints of waterlog-
ging from 12 locations, while
falling of tress was reported
from five places. “We received
complaints of waterlogging
from Rohini, Prem Nagar (Na-
jafgarh), Naraina Industrial
Area, Dwarka Sector 19, Raja
Puri (Uttam Nagar), Netajl
Subhash Place (Pitampura),
Indra Vikas Colony (Mukher-
jee Nagar), and Laxmi Vihar
(Navada),” stated an MCD cen-
tral control room report.

MCD officials claimed that
all control rooms in its 12 zones
were fully operational to recei-
vecomplaintsand act promptly;

Growing incidents of
electrocution deaths
need probe, says BJP

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva
gsaid itwasunfortunate thatat
a time when the city was
orappling with waterlogging,
drowning incidents and de-
aths caused by electrocution,
Delhi's ruling party was b
usy glorifving its leader’s re-
lease on bail.

He spoke about the electro-
cutiondeath of ali-vear-old boy
in Kotla Vihar, west Delhi and
demanded an investigation.

Sachdeva said it is the se-
venth such incident in this
monsoon season where deaths
have occurred on Delhi's stre-
ets due to the negligence of po-
wer companies. He said the

tenance by power discoms.

A discom source said:
“Our condolences are with
the family of the deceased.
Based on ground reports, the
tragic incident occurred
within an enclosed private
playground when the boy ca-
me in contact with an iron pi-
pe. It appears that the iron pi-
pe had an electrical leakage
from an internal wire on the
premises that was wrapped
around it, which led tothisac-
cident,” he said.

The discom network is
not involved in the incident,
he said.

AAP govt later said: “We
are treating this matter with
the utmost urgency. We will
ensure that the guilty are

faced waterloggingon Sunday ~ duetoexcessive waterlogging.  However, residents continued growing incidents of electro- identified and punished
According to Public Works  Similarly, vehicular move- to complain about incomplete cution deaths pointed to the strictly in accordance with
Department(PWD)floodcontrol  ment was hindered on the Ou-  desilting work on drains. eriminal negligence in main-  thelaw.”
Fhioto: Vinay Gupta and P11
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GURGONE AGAIN: Millennium City breaks
down after receiving 97mm of rain in 6 hours

Ipsita.Pati@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: Roads resembled
lakes, traffic came to a crawl
and houses plunged into dark-
ness — six hours of rain once
again brought the city on its
knees on Sunday.

Gurgaon received 97.5mm of
rain between Gam and noon —
more than 93.1mm it recorded
through July Though it contin-
ued torain through the afternoon,
the intensity was much lower,

Noneof the scenes that the
city portrayed through the
morning was unknown to its
residents as the showers lifted
the veil off the authorities’
lack of preparedness for the
monsoon despite the rains

coming weelks late,
Key stretches that were left
waterlogged — were Golf

Course Road, Huda Metro
road, NH-8 in Narsinghpur,
the road near Sheetla Mata
Mandir, Khandsa Chowk, Ra-
jiv Chowk and Medanta Road.

Traffic moved at snail's
pace and commuting became
arduous, It being Sunday;, traf-

ficwasthinnerthan other days.
“I could barely see any-
thing through the windshield.
Itwasasif Iwasdrivingwitha
blindfold. Potholes filled with
rainwater made it worse. Driv-
ing through such stretches
was extremely risky” said
Chirag Gupta of South City-1.
Kriti Pandey, a commuter,
faced congestion on the sector
30-31 road. “The road leading
to Huda metro station was
choked as well,” she said.
Traffic cops were deploved
at key stretches to guide vehi-
cles. “Teams were clearly in-
structed to ensure traffic was
on the move, even at water-
logged stretches. In some areas,
where vwehicles got stuck,
cranes were called to remove
them. Rajiv Chowk underpass,
sheetla Mata Mandir road,
Narsinghpur and Mahavir
Chowk were some of the areas
worst affected bv therain,” said
Virender Vi), DCP (traffic).
Deputy commissioner
Nishant Kumar Yadav in-
spected some of the flooded ar-
eas and claimed that the situa-

Downpour floods service roads of
Dwarka expressway; underpass shut

eavy downpour on Sunday triggered flooding on the service

roads of newly inaugurated Dwarka Expressway too,
underscoring several deficiencies onthe speedway. The authorities
had to shut Bajghera underpass due waterlogging. Several internal
roads in new sectors along the expressway also witnessed
waterlogging. Residents, who began moving into these areas as
early as 2017 are expressing growing frustration as the inadequate
infrastructure continues to exacerbate the problem. GMDA had
earlier claimed the drainage network in these new sectors would be
completed by 2025. However, recent developments indicated that
this timeline may be overly optimistic. Sunday's rain highlighted
severe deficiencies, with service roads along the expressway
resembling rivers. ommuters were left stranded, unable to navigate
flooded roads. Residents claimed that waterlogging in new sectors
is symptomatic of a largerissue — a critical gap in infrastructure

planning and development. tun

tion could have been worse
had the administration not
taken ample measures,

“This time, we were pre-
pared todeal with the problem
of waterlogging, We identified
112 critical points across the
city and deploved 14 senior of-
ficers to ensure water was
drained out, That is why traf-

fic wassmooth inunderpasses
and water did not accumulate
on the main carriageway of
NH-8. Yes, traffic had to be di-
verted from areas that were
more flooded,” he said.

When there's torrential
rain, can outages be far be-
hind? Many sectors reported
power cuts through the morn-

ing. Till late on Sunday eve-
ning, power had still not re-
turned to many societies.

The ‘Red Run Marathon',
which was organised in Laser
Valley toraise awareness about
HIV on Sunday, was cancelled.

sunday’'s rain was by far
the highest the city received
this monsoon. The observato-
ry recorded 35mm of rain on
July 3 and 39.5mm on July 31.
Through the entire month of
July  Gurgaon  received
93.1mm on an average against
anormal of 175.4mm.

Data sourced from the dis-
trict administration showed
Wazirabad received 108mm,
followed by Sohna at 75mm,
Manesar 70mm, Kadipur
69mm, Harsaru 69mm, Bad-
shapur45mm, and so on.

The maximum temper-
ature, however, didn't see
much change. It came down by
0.8 degrees from 31.3 degrees
Celsius on Saturday. India Me-
teorological Department has
predicted more spells of mod-
erate to heavy showers over
the next few days,

Links to societies flooded, long outages follow

Akanksha.Gupta@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: In a city familiar with the
disruption caused by monsoon - afault
largely of its own making - heavy
showers on Sunday turned colonies in-

to islands, cut off from arterial roads,

while prolonged power outage and
traffic chaos foreed many to stay in-

doors over the weekend.

Residents of colonies, sectorsand so-
cleties said streets werefilled with knee-
deep waters, with garbage floating on it.

Vanita Pasricha, who lives in Sush-
ant Lok-1, said she had planned to go to
Delhi forafamily gatheringon Sunday,

“All my other sisters managed to re-
ach my brother’'s place to celebrate an
early rakshabandhan, but we are stuck
in our house here. It's impossible to go
out for basic items like milk or bread.
The streets are soflooded, that wecan't
think of driving or walking any-
where,"” Pasricha said. She added that
instead of providing relief from sum-
mer, monsoon has become a nuisance

for those who live in the city

i

“My grandkids are restless in-
doors, and garbage is piling up because
noone can come and collect it. It's real-
Iy frustrating,” she said.

The strugele was similar for resi-
dents of Sushant Lok-2 and 3, DLF-1, 2
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Many residents took to social media to complain abo

and 3. Palam Vihar, Greenwood City,
Mayfield Garden and sectors 9A, 9, 10A,
23.23A.,51,52,14,27,40,31,39,47,43and 57.

In Sushant Lok-2, a portion of a
road in F block caved in after Sunday’s
downpour. Many residents and com-

ut the lack of proper infrastructure

Vinay Gupta
T

—

muters took to social media to com-
plain about the lack of proper infras-
tructure,
drain network, and poor maintenance
of public utilities across the city,

Some residents pointed out that
their colonies get flooded every vear dur-
ing monsoon, but authorities have not
connected the main stormwater drain
within sectors and localities. It ends up
causing water to accumulate that takes
days to clear; increasing the risk of mos-
quito breeding in stagnant water:

“Weareonceagain flooded and it’sob-
vious that MCG does not have any fune-
tional arrangement to counter flooding,
They have not made any internal storm-
water drains in Sector 9A despite thearea
being flood-prone and pumps are not
enough for the kind of flooding that hap-
pens here. GMDA's master drain 1s adja-
cent to our sector but serves no purpose.
MCG officers keep changing and plans to
build internal drains also get delaved.
Residents, meanwhile, continue to suffer
in silence,” said Suraj Bhola, general sec-
retary of Sector 9A RWA.

including a stormwater
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CATEGORY Enginoering * SOUTH EAST ASIA

MANAGEMENT
B.Com. | B.Com. (Hons./Research)

B.Com. - Finance & Accounting with ICA
B.Com. - International Acct, & Finance (with ACCA, UK)

BBA | BBA (Hons./ Research)

» Banking & Finance | International Business

« Marketing Management | HRM
« Entrepreneurship & Family Business
« Health Care Management

« Logistics & Supply Chain Management
BEA - Finance & Accounting (with ACCA, UK)

FILM & MEDIA

B.A. | B.A. (Hons./Research)
« Film Television & OTT Production
» Journalism & Mass Communication

B.A. - Journalism & Mass Communication with ABP Network

B.5c. | B.S¢. (Hons./Research)
- Animation, VEX and Gaming Design

Bachelor of Visual Arts (Applied Arts)

Bachelor of Design
- Interior Design | Fashion Design
- Communication Design

BASICSCIENCES

B.Sc. | B.Sc. (Hons./Research) - Physics
» Computational Physics | Renewable Energy

B.5c. | B.S¢. (Hons./ Research)

- Chemistry | Computational Chemistry | Mathematics

- Biotech | Data Science & Analytics | Zoology | Bio-Chemistry
» Computational Mathematics & Statistics | Microbiology

» Food Science & Technology | Enviranmental Science

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2024-25

B.Tech.

Computer Science & Engineering (CSE)
CSE- Block Chain Technology

CSE- Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning

CSE- Augmented & Virtual Reality

CSE- Cyber Security & Forensics in asso. with EC-Council
CSE- A.|. for loT applications in asso. with AERIS

CSE- Cloud Tech. & Virtualization in association with AWS
C5E- Data Science & Analytics in assodiation with Oracle

CSE- Full Stack Devt. in asso, with Xebia Academic Alliance
Information Technology (IT)
Electronics & Computer Engineering

10T | AL & Machine Learning
Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EEE)
EEE- Specialization in Renewable Energy Systems

EEE- Electric Vehicle Technology

Electronics & Communication Engineering (ECE)
ECE- Specialization in V5! Design and Technology

ECE- Robotics & Automation
Civil Engineering
Civil Engg. with Minor in Computer Science & Engg.

Mechanical Engineering (ME)
ME- Automotive Electrical Vehicles / Mechatronics

Biatechnology (BT)
BT- Spedl. in Stem Cell & Tissue Engineering

BT- Genetic Engg.

Food Process Technology
Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA)

BCA - Al. & Machine Learning

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

B.A. | B.A. (Hons./Research)

« English | Economics | History | Sociology
« Political Science | Psychology | Geography

| CUET SCHOLARSHIP

CUET Percentage (%)
95.00 & above
85.00- 94,99
80.00 - 84.99
70.00-79.99

¢ 0120-4570000

Scholarship %

BCA - Cloud Computing & lol

B.5¢.- Computer Science

B.5c. (C5) - Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning
B.5¢. (C5) - Cloud Computing and 10T

B.5¢. - Information Technology

INTEGRATED LAW

B.B.A. LL.B. (Hons.)Integrated
B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) Integrated

UPTO 100% MERIT SCHOLARSHIP

For details, visit: www.sharda.ac.in/scholarship

UPTO 100% SCHOLARSHIP FOR

1 100 INNOVATIVE IDEAS

50 Mail your ideas to: ideas.scholarship@sharda.ac.in
£ < APPLY NOW

10 =~ suat.sharda.ac.in

Al i

Campus: Plot No. 32, 34, Knowledge Park-lll, Greater Noida (Delhi-NCR) | Ph. 0120-4060210/11
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Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Manish Sisodia,
the former deputy chief mi-
nister released from jail on
Friday, plans to start padyat-
ras from Aug 14 onwards to
bolster AAP's campaign for
the upcoming Delhiassembly
elections that will be held
early next year.

The party announced that
Sisodia would relentlessly
campaigen for the polls, begin-
ning with meeting party
MLAs on Aug 12 and council-
lorson Aug13.

This will be followed by pa-
dyatras across Delhi to expose
the BJP's alleged attempts to
obstruct the city’s progress.

Supreme Court granted
Sisodia bail on Friday in the
corruption and money laun-
dering cases related tochang-
es in Delhi's excise policy. He
was released after 17 months
of imprisonment.

The decision regarding
his campaign strategy was
made during a meeting on
sunday attended by top party
leaders, including Rajva Sab-
ha member Sanjay Singh and

AAPH

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party
on Sunday relocated its new he-
adquarters at 1, Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla Lane in Luty-
ens Delhi. Sources in the party
said the process of vacating the
party’s former headquarters at
Rouse Avenue started on Sun-
day. In the newly allocated buil-
ding, which will now serve as the
party's headquarters, AAP has
already installed its board.

It 1s a central govt bunga-
low in compliance with acourt
order, The transition from Ro-
use Avenue to Pandit Rawvi
shankar Shukla Lane is ex-
pected to be completed soon,
said a party functionary,

The office will host all par-
v meetings, press conferences
and other related activities, he
added. The allotment of the tv-
pe-VII bungalow comes follo-

Poll Strategy At Party Meet

Plans To Hold Padyatras From Aug
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Manish Sisodia convenes a meeting with senior AAP members including
Sandeep Pathak, Sanjay Singh, Gopal Rai and Atishi on Sunday

ministers Gopal Rai, Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj and Atishi.
According toa senior party
functionary, during the mee-
ting, Sisodia gathered feed-
back on Delhi's current politi-
cal situation, and a detailed
discussion took place on the
strategies the party needs to
adopt todefeat BJP inthe polls,
scheduled for Feb next year.
AAP has been at the helm
of govt in Delhi three consecu-
tive times— 2013, 2015 and 2020.
“The leaders' suggzestions
were carefully considered,

moves to a new

Lt Chs

and a consensus was reached
on how to proceed strategi-
cally based on the prevailing
circumstances,” he said.
Sandeep Pathak, the natio-
nal general secretary (organi-
sation), said Sisodia will em-
bark on the yatras to engage
with the people and discuss
the BJP and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi'salleged agen-
da of hindering the work of
Delhigovtand targeting AAP
Pathak emphasised that
despite thechallenges AAPfa-
ced, the party remains strong

The transition from Rouse Avenue to Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla Lane
is expected to be completed soon, said a party functionary

wing directions of Delhi High
Court. As per norms, all natio-
nal parties are eligible for offi-
ce accommeodation in Delhi.

The court on June 5 asked
Union govt to decide on the al-
lotment of accommodation to
AAP like other parties within
six weeks after it approached
the court.

Supreme Court has given ti-

me till Aug 10 to AAP to shift its
head office to the new address.
The bungalow allotted to AAP
was earlier given to NCE, But af-
ter the party lost the national
party status last yvear, the allot-
ment was cancelled and the add-
ress was lving vacant. AAP has
been using its old office on DDU
Marg since 2015 after it formed
the govt in Delhi. Before that, it

14 To Bolster Campaign

and continues to perform
well, making progress in eve-
ry state. When asked about Si-
sodia's potential role in the
party, Pathak mentioned that
chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal will takeadecisiononthis
matter in due course.

Bharadwaj said there was
enthusiasm among party lea-
ders, cadres and the people of
Delhi after Sisodia's release.
He said that in the upcoming
assembly elections, the peo-
ple of Delhi will not give a
single seat to BJP.

In response, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shan-
kar Kapoor stated that the re-
sults of the 2025 Delhi assem-
bly election will mark the end
of Kejriwal's “anarchic” regi-
me in the city.

Kapoor said it was strange
that AAP leaders expected to
win in Delhi despite voters re-
jecting Kejriwal's appeal to vo-
te for the party to save him
fromgoingtojailduring the re-
cent parliamentary election.

He said that AAP made
the Lok Sabha polls a referen-
dum on Kejriwal's jail, but vo-
tersin Delhi, Goaand Gujarat
completely rejected the party.

address

was headquartered at rented
properties in Patel Nagar and
Connaught Place earlier.

The last event that the party
saw in its old office was former de-
puty CM Manish Sisodia addres-
sing a gathering of workers after
being in Tihar jail for 17 months.

A party functionary said,
“We have a lot of emotions atta-
ched to this office. It is from this
place that strategies were made
and we grew from aone-state par-
ty to forming govt in Punjab and
now we are a national party”

The party wasformed in 2012
following the 2011 anti-corrup-
tion movement. After forming
ovt in Punjab in March 2022,
AAPwentonto become anatio-
nal party in April 2023. It has
CMs in Delhi and Punjab and
has won five assembly seats in
Gujarat and two in Goa. It has
10 Rajva Sabha and three Lok
Sabha members. It also holds
the Chandigarh mayor post,

‘Breaking’ news: Hip-hop Delhi
tunes into new Olympic sport!

Aakriti.Bhandari
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Asthe eyves of mil-
lions of Indians were glued to
their screens, watching hock-
ey, wrestling, javelin throw
and badminton at the Olym-
pics, a group of young and cu-
rious dancers from Delhi were
captivated by a different event
altogether: They were witnes-
sing the highly anticipated de-
but of ‘breaking at the 2024 Pa-
ris Olvmpics, marveling at the
sight of an art form they had
been practising for years final-
lv being celebrated on the
world's biggest sporting stage.
The two-day event saw 32
breakers compete for a spot on
the podium. On the first day,
Ang9, Japan's Ami Yuasa, also
known as B-girl Ami, clinched

TWISTS
& TURNS

Techniques used
1. Standing footwork known
as top rock

2. Floor movements known
as down rock

3. Tricks and power moves,
such as twists and spins,
and the freeze

4. Deejays give music to the
two battlers, who improvise
to the song on the spot

5. Judgment given on the
basis of five criteria |
Musicality, vocabulary,
originality, technique and
execution. Each category has
20% weightage in the score

6. Judges score the breakers
based on battles that are
best-of-three rounds, also
known as throwdowns. Each
breaker has 60 seconds to
complete a routine

7. Athletes can be penalised
for misbehaviour

the Olympic gold in the wo-
men's breaking category by de-
feating 17-vear-old Dominika
Banevic, or B-girl Nicka from
Lithuania, in a thrilling final.
China's Liu Qingyi, or B-girl
671, took home the bronze med-
al. The second day saw Cana-
da's Philip Kim, or B-Boy Phil
Wizard, winning the men's
breaking gold medal with acle-
an sweep over France's Dany
Dann, while USA's B-Boy Vie-
torsecured the bronze.
Breaking, often loosely re-
ferred to as break-dancing,
made its mark at the Olympics
at France's Parc Urbain, Place
de la Concorde, just two days
before hip-hop's 51st anniver-
sary This dance form origina-
ted in the block parties of the
1970s Bronx, USA, and emer-
ged as one of the core founda-

tions of hip-hop culture. From
New York, hip-hop, and with it
breaking, spread across the
world, including India, garne-
ring a devoted following.

Jasika Chadha, a Delhi-
based hip-hop dancer, exul-
ted: “It'samazing to see how a
layman is getting aware
of what hip-hop is, what batt-
lesare. And they are loving it.
I experienced how my pa-
rents were enjoyving the who-
le event, how it takes place
and the excitement to see who
iIswinning.”

For the dancing commu-
nity, seeing breaking pave the
way for a culture they have
been living in for a long time
isahistoricfeat. They believe
this platform will expose the
mostly niche dancesport to a
larger public.

Photas: AR Getty Images

Naresh, a 24-year-old Del-
hi-based B-Boy known as
Draw, who has been practi-
ging the art form since 2017,
shares his thoughts: “When
I was watching the live, I co-
uld see 69 lakh viewers
streaming alongside me, that
was an amazing feeling. 1 felt
this is how the public will
know more about breaking
and hip-hop." For him, brea-
king in the Olympics is a sig-
nificant opportunity for a
whole generation of artists
who will now officially be
considered athletes.

Johnny, 27, who has been
B-boving since 2016, adds, “A
lot of people who had stopped
breaking for a while, they too
came back with a hope that
they may now get a chance to
represent India internatio-
nally, and have more opportu-
nities opentothemas well.”

Although breakers from
India participated in qualify-
ing events held in different
parts of the world over a two-
vearcycle, theyfailed to make
the Olvmpic cut. The brea-
kers attribute this to a lack
of consistent support from
coverning bodies such as the
All India DanceSport Federa-
tion in providing training
facilities, finances, and ma-
nagement. Breaking was in-
iroduced to attract a vounger
generation deeply involved
in urban sports, many of
which are associated with va-
rious subcultures. These in-
clude earlier additions, such
as skateboarding, sport clim-
bingand surfing.

However, according to the
official Olympic website, bre-
akingisnot scheduled to be in-
cluded in Los Angeles 2028
Olympics. This raises ques-
tions from both participants
and the audience about the
progress made to elevate the
dancesport coming to a halt.
Naresh adds, “In India, we
don't get much support from
our families. If there is a con-
sistent addition of breaking in
the Olympics, it will give peo-
ple new motivation, to Keep on
going, to keep holding on to
their art, amid the difficulti-
es.” But until then, the b-bovs
and b-girls persevere, their feet
moving to break-beats, leading
them to a brighter future with
newfound recognition that
was longoverdue.

Sisodia Discusses Assembly 14 injured as residential bldg

in south Delhi catches fire

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Fourteen people
were injured, and nearly ten
narrowly escaped Injury
whenafirebrokeout inaresi-
dential building in south Del-
hi's Asola Enclave on Sunday.

Police said the fire started
in the morning when manyre-
sidents were asleep. It started
in a parking area and quickly
engulfed the entire space,

According to eyvewitnes-
ses, there was only one exit ro-
ute, which was also in flames.
Those who tried to escape suf-
fered burns. With the help of
police and others, they mana-
od to escape by climbing onto
aneighbouring building.

The fire department said
the fire started around 5am. A
senior police officer said that
on reaching the spot, the cops
found the four-storey edifice
engulfed in araging inferno.

“The occupants of the
apartments were evacuated,
and the blaze was quelled
with the assistance of fire de-
partment personnel. Prelimi-
nary investigation suggested
that the conflagration origi-
nated on the ground floor, pos-
sibly duetoanelectrical short
circuit,” the officer said.

Fourteen people, compri-
singsix women, four children
and four men, all residents of
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There was only one exit route, which was also in flames, witnesses say

the building, had either re-
ported respiratory distress
or burn injuries. They were
transported to the AIIMS
Trauma Centre and Safdar-
jung Hospital, where they are
receiving treatment.

Rachna, who was on the
third floor, said that they we-
re sleeping when the fire star-
ted. "I, along with my family,
went to the balcony to save
ourselves. Those who tried to
escape were injured,” she sa-
id. Later, the residents were
evacuated using the terrace
if a nearby building. She said
a 70-vear-old woman has suf-
fered critical injuries.

Satish Kumar, whowason

PWD starts work on Delhi’s
4th high-security jail in Narela

New Delhi: Public Works Department (PWD) has started
work on Delhi’s fourth high-security jail in Narela at an esti-

mated cost of Rs99 crore.

The design will be like Cellular Jail on the Andaman and
Nicobar islands and will be spread across 40 acres.

A consultant will be hired by the agency to work out the
ground details and mavbe later execute the project.

Cellular Jail, constructed by the British, is now a natio-

nal memorial monument.

Delhigovtislikely to bear20% of the budget. Therest will
come fromthe Centre, This new jail islikely to have barracks
on two floors, eight watch towers and an administrative

block which will have two floors.

Work on the prison cells will be start in the first phase and
then the rest of the areas in the second phase of construction.

PWD said the consultaney firm will take around two ye-
ars to come up with the final concept of this modern jail. The
new prison also has a waterbody on one side of the wings.

According tothe plan, the prison will have 250 cells. Inthe
first phase, four wings will be constructed, which will radia-
te from a central watch tower, making the entire complex lo-
ok like the spokes of awheel. It will have modern security featu-
res, suchasautomated locking, X-ray baggage scanners, full-body
human scanners and body-worn cameras. These will help autho-
rities in curbing the formation of gangsand checking violenceon
the premises. The Union home ministry has sanctioned about Rs

100 crore for the project. T

the top floor, said he smelled
smoke and, when he opened
the gate, smoke flooded his
house, “Thefirestarted inthe
parking area, and there was
one staircase that was filled
with smoke. People werescre-
aming, there was no light,
and no one could see anyt-
hing.” he said.

Dhaneswari, another re-
sident, said that she saw peo-
ple running towards the ter-
race. “l ran to the terrace to
save myself. The people who
were on the first floor jumped
to save themselves. At the ti-
me of the incident, there we-
re around 30-35 people trap-
ped,” she said.

NDMC to carry
out repair work
on Ashoka Rd

New Delhi: The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMCOC)
will begin repair work on As-
hoka Road starting Monday
until Sept 10. A portion of the
road near Jaswant Singh ro-
undabout caved in on July 7,
and the civic body could not
repair it because it required
closing an entire lane.

Due to the repair of the se-
wer barrel by NDMC, one car-
riageway on Ashoka Road
from Jaswant Singh rounda-
bout to Windsor Place rounda-
bout will be closed, the civic
body said in a public notice.

“There will be one-way traf-
fic on Ashoka Road from Wind-
sor Place towards Jaswant
Singh Chambray,” said NDMC,

On July 7, a section of the
road collapsed near the inter-
section opposite Le Meridien,
and on July 10, another sec-
tion collapsed near a bunga-
low on Ashoka Road. An
NDMC official stated that
while the work is already in
progress, it will take about 25
davs to complete. The old se-
wer lines on this stretch have
collapsed and require proper
repair, they said.

“Commuters going towards
Windsor Place from C-Hexagon
India Gate are advised to use
Kasturba Gandhi Marg and re-
ach Windsor Place via Firoz
Shah Road,” said Delhi Traffic
Police in its advisory. muw
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HC hauls up MCD commissioner after encroachment returns

TimEes News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court has
asked MCD commissioner to ap-
pear before it and explain how a
multi-storey building of four flo-
ors came up despite the corpora-
tion’s claim of having carried out
demolition action.

A bench of Acting Chief Justi-
ce Manmohan and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela also directed deputy
commissioner MCD of Narela to
remain present before it on the

next date of hearing.

“The commissioner, MCD,
shall join the proceedings by way
of an audio-video link,"” HC ad-
ded, while dealing with a PIL see-
king directions to MCD and DDA
to seal and demolish illegal and
unauthorised construction at a
property in Deep Vihar and dis-
connect electricity and water con-
nections of the premises.

The plea said that builders in
the area began construction of a
multi-storey commercial building

in Jan 2022 without getting sanc-
tion from MCD or other agencies
concerned. A month later, MCD
booked the property for unautho-
rised construction and also issued
a show cause notice to the owners.
In March the same vear, an order
of demolition of the property was
passed and, subsequently, demoli-
tion action was taken and projec-
tion and reinforced cement con-
crete slabs of the ground and first
floors were demolished.

However, according to the PIL,

soon enough, the owners again
started construction at the proper-
ty. prompting the petitioner tofilea
complaint with MCD. Despite clai-
ming in court that demolition ac-
tion on the entire property had be-
en taken and unauthorised const-
ruction demolished, amulti-storey
commercial building came up and
was operational, the plea stated.
The Pl said acomplaintwasal-
s0 sent to chairman STE (DDA),
about the unauthorised construc-
tion. However, noaction was taken.
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Shri Pankaj Bahl
(S/o Late Sh. Darshan Kr. Bahl, Ex MLA, BJP)

Prayer Meeting will be held on Monday,
August 12, 2024 from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM
At Shri Sanatan Dharam Mandir, B-Block,
Surajmal Vihar, Near Shikshak Sadan, Delhi-92

Prabhat & Ritika Bahl (Son & Daughter-in-law)
Pratibha & Ankit Arora (Daughter & Son-in-law)
Rehaan Arora & Ruhani Bahl {Grandchildren)

987378%606, 9582373751

You will always il
be our guiding light F

In Loving Memory Of

Grief Stricken
Hema Bahl (Wife)

Relatives & Friends

Delhi Resi_dent Dogs To
Halt Elective Services

Indefinite Protest Against Kolkata Doc’s Rape-Murder

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Resident doctors at
major govt hospitals across Delhi
are set to indefinitely halt all elec-
tive services starting Monday to
protest the brutal rape and mur-
der of a resident doctor in Kolka-
ta. They are demanding immedia-
te action in the case and measures
to ensure protection for all health-
care workers.

President of the Federation of
Resident Doctors Association
(FORDA), Dr Aviral Mathur said
safety of doctors must be prioriti-
sed to allow them to continue their
crucial work without fear. “We can
nolonger stand by while our safety
is compromised. The recent horri-
fic rape and murder of afellow doc-
tor on hospital premises is the fi-
nal straw,” he said. “We are initia-
ting an indefinite strike, in coordi-
nation with other doctor
associations of the national capi-
tal, from Monday todemand imme-
diate action and protection for all
healtheare workers. Our ability to
carefor patients hingesonourown
safety being ensured,” he added.

Dr Bharani Kumar, president
of the resident doctors’ associa-
tions (RDA) at Delhi's Vardhaman
Mahavir Medical College and Sat-
darjung Hospital, said they have
decided to shut down elective ser-
vices, including OPD, elective sur-
geries and ward duties starting
Monday, “We are deeply grieved by
this heinous crime and demand an
immediate, transparent investiga-
tion with severe punishment for
those responsible,” he said. “The

oovi must swiftly

implement the
‘Central Protec-

R.P. SIKKA
06.04.1935 - 12.08.1993

“MISS YOU DAD”

- RAJAT SIKKA

' KALPNA BISARIA

Mr. Deepak Bisaria
Ruchir Bisaria
Suhina Blsaria
Ph.: 9910377703, 9313006398

The funeral procession will begin from
4
(13w 2028) her home at F-293 Sarita Vihar,
Fondly rememberad by:

at 11.45 AM.

We are heartbroken to announce
the passing of our beloved

KALPNA BISARIA

(wife of Deepak Bisaria)
on August 11, 2024, on Sunday at .
her residence surrounded by her ’Eenrn:ii'..r'."-,;:I

5he lived a happy and contented life,
guiding us, radiating love and positivity -
to everyone around her. ;

New Delhi, at 10.45 AM on 12 Aug 2024
The last rites will take place at
Lodhi Road cremation ground

tion Act for Doc-
tors' and enhance
security measu-
res across hospi-
tals nationwide,

k.
i n

RATE CARD

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

ANGER ON CAMPUS: Doctors hold a protest at AlIMS on Sunday

TIMES VIEW: Therapeand
murder of adoctorin Kolkatais
undoubtedly horrific. But for Delhi
government doctors to suspend
elective procedures indefinitely in
response tothe incidentis difficult
to justify. Neither the government of
Delhi nor the patients of the Capital
are inany way responsible for the
incident orinvolved in determining
the official responsetoit. Anditisn't
asifnoaction has beentaken
againstthe accused. So why hold
the Capital to ransom?

including installation of CCTV ca-
meras in high-risk areas. Today it
happened in Bengal, tomorrow it
could be Delhi, or any other part of
the nation,” he added.

RDAs of Maulana Azad Medi-
cal College, RML Hospital, Lady
Hardinge Medical College, Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital and GTB
Hospital have also announced the
suspension of elective services.

The body of the 32-year-old wo-
man was found on Thursday night
in the seminar hall of RG Kar Me-

dical College & Hospital. Kolkata
Police on Saturday arrested the
accused under Sections 64 (rape)
and 103 (murder) of the BNS and
produced him before Sealdah co-
urt, which remanded him in poli-
cecustody till Aug 23,

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya RDA
president Dr Vipin K Madhogar-
hia said in a statement, “We ex-
tend our full support in the pursu-
itof justice for our fellow doctor in
the face of this heinous crime. To-
gether, we stand united in this ho-
ur of need... Asamark of solidari-
ty with our colleagues at RG Kar,
we announce a nationwide su-
gpension of elective services in
hospitals starting August 12. This
decision is not made lightly but is
necessary to ensure that our voi-
ces are heard and that the de-
mands for justice and safetv are
addressed without further delay.”

On Saturday, several resident
doctors’ associations held a cand-
lelight march, demanding an im-
mediate and thorough investiga-
tion as well as a CBI inquiry into
the incident.

Truck rams bike, drags
it for 5S0m; two men die

hospital and were declared
dead onarrival,” the SI said.

According to Hussain,
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Gurgaon: Two men died af-
ter their bike was hit by a
truck on Delhi-Jaipur High-
way (NH-8) at Bilaspur on
Saturday. The bike was
dragged by the truck for
around 50m and got stuck un-
der it. The driver abandoned
it and fled the spot soon after
the incident, police said.

1295 Vipul (23) and Abhijeet
1360 Chauhan (20) were headed
780 home in Bilaspur's Bhora

Kalan when the incident hap-
900 pened. Vipul was a graduate
595 in civil engineering, while

Abhijeet had cleared BA. The
715 police seized the truck but
100 are yet to arrest the truck

REMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

Rajinder Singh Lamba
12.08.1935-27.03.2006

"Wishing vou Heavenly
Life and a
Happy Birthday "
We Cherish your Love
in our hearts.”

Avtar Kaur (wife) & Family
9711119127, 9711115004

Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched, Because while life goes on,

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.

To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088
Pankaj: 8130604727
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* *Placement on specified obit pages only. ® This rate benefit is extended up till
the size of 320 sq. cm only. * #4 Full run includes Delhi City + NCR (Including
Gurgaon + Noida) + Chandigarh + Western U.P. + Uttarakhand ®» TO1 Capital
[Delhi& MCR) Includes TOI Gurgaon & TOI Moida.

driver. According to Vipul's
elder brother Amit Pal, the
two youngsters were friends.
They metat Bhora Kalan and
wenttoBilaspuronafriend’s
bike for some personal work.

“I met them at Bilaspur
Chowk around 2pm. They left
the place, saying they were go-
ing home. Shortly after-
wards, | came to know from a
few locals that they met with
anaccident near the CNG sta-

Vipul and Abhijeet were headed
home when the incident happened

tion on Delhi-Jaipur High-
way at Bilaspur,” Amit said.
According to SI Sazid
Hussain of Bilaspur police
station, a truck rammed into
the bike from behind on the
highway and both the young-
sters fell on the road. “Both
suffered severe injuries.
They were rushed to the civil

-
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With profound grief and sorrow we wish to inform you

of the sad demise of

Shri K. Natwar Singh

(Former Minister of External Affairs of India)

who departed for his heavenly abode on
| 0th August 2024
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'Col. Hari Chand Saroha
| (01/04/1939 - 12/08/2021)
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Smit. Pushpa Sarcha [ Wife )
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Aditya Sarcha | Grandson )
Ph. 9800077077 98909988088

the truck dragged the bike
for around 50m on the high-
way after it got stuck under
it. “As the bike got stuck un-
der the truck, the accused
had to abandon the truck on
the highway He fled the
scene. We have seized the
truck,"” the SI said.

Based on the complaint fil-
ed by Amit, police registered a
case under BNS sections 281
(rash driving or riding on a
public wav) and 106 (causing
death by negligence) on Satur-
day night at Bilaspur police
station. “Wearetrvingto iden-
tify and arrest the accused
truck driver,” the 51 said.

Bodies of the wvictims
were handed over to the fam-
ilies after the post-mortem
examination on Sunday and
their final rites were per-
formed. SI Sajid said they
will issue anotice to the own-
erof theseized vehicleto

identity the accused driv-
er. “Wearealsogathering the
CCTV footagenear the crime
scene for additional eviden-
tiary value,” the S said.

Man arrested
for SUV stunts,
another on run

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: Amanwasarrest-
edon Sunday after analleged
video of a black Thar and a
Scorpio performing stunts
on Sohna road went viral on
gsocial media. In the video, a
eyelist narrowly escaped be-
ing hit by one of the vehicles
during dangerous stunts.

The 27-second video
shows a youth spinning his
Thar at a high speed in the
middle of the road. At one
point, the driver turns the
vehicle around in circles,
posing a significant risk to
others on the road.

Police took note of the
video and arrested the Thar
driver, Harish Kumar (28),
from Badshapur. Thesecond
accused 1s yvet to be arrested,

when you share memories, they stay on forever.

said an official.

G e s o s i U

t“_-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-ﬁ

= m = Cremation will be held at To place an Obituary ' A{mrdigg t:i} putiiz{e spo-
T KR i The Times of India Delhi/NGR]_ 5,600 | | oo | =i Lodhi Crematorium, New Delhi announcement ,,,?;pef.sém At flED dumiar.
TOI+NBT {Delhi/ NCR) 8,800 e o Riscrabrsnca o e video was shared on In-
SMT. PREMA SINGH TOI+ET (Delhi/ NCR) T 1 e o on Monday, 12.08.2024 at 2 p.m. ey stagram by a user and subse-
" Mt 10 lieas ——————+ gquently was circulated on
Despite the passage of _ othersocial media platforms.
time, the void left by S REMEMBRANCE The poli k .
BTN ARAHh ~ T SHARING MEMORIES Heminder Kurari H.H. Cast. Amarinder Si HE Palce [0 FIOTIG I Eag
%}gu r:.: h&:;q;ﬁ re‘tl:l:l:;l‘ms. : eminae F.ap ngh 2 nizance of the offence, and
memories & long for your For any information call ;g:} Sh. Jagat Singh & Smt. Somaya Singh Rupinder Kumari .#_;! registered a case under BNS
i P o : : TR sections 281 (rash driving or
resence, - i Eieet .
We P S villﬂd.. 9958992088 R4 oo i Hanut Singh, Himmat Singh and Alex Raja Malvinder Singh g A riding on a public way), 285
Pankaj: 8130604727 m,_._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._’,# g il (danger or obstruction in a

public way or line of naviga-
tion), and 125 (act endanger-
ing life or personal safety of
others)on Saturday.”

Publghed tarthe Propriators, Bennedl, Coleemen & Co Led by Ra e Waiday & Timess Hoisia, 7 Bahadur Shah Zatarang r-.nﬂ.-.-".l-..r AB00CER ] Pk Bag hiima Timas OF Ined L Press, B3, Site IV, Industrial Araa, Sohdhabad (UP) Deasndk Jagran Presa, Plol O D221, Baleces Indistriol Sres, DehmadunUTTARAKHAM D a wiDhadniic, Iagr.vu" Priazis . Bihanran Macia, PIEfa By 1:- A Road, Banaily {LIPHand Bannsh Codarnan & Co. L. Plal Mo, 7-8, Seckar M-, Teanepo Hist,
Irakaeiiia | bkdes Toamatns, Marsaar, rfmrn 13- REI0EA, Ragd . Ofice - D DadabheiFlaeeh Fcad, Mumbal -4 00007, Echlord Daly Markel). Divwakar Aamang—s nn; wizibiba i salachon ol nawaseda PRB Act, 8 Allrghes reanraad, o prosioction o wisde orin pam wihaul v men seem B it ed Publsiv s.r.n-ml qhnd
FINI N S006T
Fir Changes ahmedabed, Hyderahed, Chonnol Megour & vin Hs. 500, Lah, Srirsgarand vin As 2,00, Pricein Mopal- REF Rs.15, 00
Madia bniBlw Daln




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2024

TIMES CITY

7

5% Of Total Seats In Each College For ECA And Sports Categories
YOUR READY RECKONER

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As the physical
trials for Delhi University's
ECA guota seats commence
on Aug 12, candidates vying
for one of the 1,365 available
spots will have their talents
put to the test.

A total of 11,692 applica-
tions have been received by
the university under ECA (ex-
tracurricular activities) quo-
ta this time, up from 9,858 last
yvear, said an official. “The
number of applications un-
der the quota has gone up sig-
nificantly, What is surprising
is the kind of response we ha-
ve got for the debating catego-
ry, which has seen a jump of
about 42% in the number of
applications,” said Deepti Ta-
neja, jointdeanof Culture Co-
uncil and convener of ECA
admissionsat DU

This yvear, DU has alloca-
ted 5% of the total seats in
each college for ECA and
sports categories. Those who
pass these trials will get a
concession in their academic
merit to secure admission in-
to specific programmes.

As per the university
schedule, the trials will begin
with Indian classical dance,
Hindi debate, theatre and In-
dian classical music on Aug
12. Trials will be held for all
activities, excluding those se-
eking admission through Na-
tional Cadet Corps(NCC)and
National Service Scheme
(NSS). For sports quota can-
didates, trials will take place
between Aug 20 and Aug 22.
“We have increased the num-
ber of panels this time. Ses-
sions that are bigger will be
carried out before two-three
panels so that each student

ECA
© Creative writing | Aug 16

Indian classical | Aug 12-17
Indian folk | Aug 20, 21
Western |

Aug 21-22
Choreography |

€) Debate
(Ramjas)
Hindi |
Aug 12, 13
English |
Aug 13-22
) Digital media, includes
photography, animation
and filmmaking | Aug 20-22
(Maharaja Agrasen)

(@ Vocal music, Indian and

@ Instrumental music, Indian
and western | Aug 20-23
(Sri Aurobindo)

© Fine arts | Aug 20-23 {Eﬂjﬂhani}i -

western | Aug 12-23 (Bnarati)

—_—

) Theatre
| Aug 12-21
(Miranda)

©) Quiz |
Aug 20

il Yoga |
Aug 21-22
(PG DAV)

(Daulat Ram)

Fide photos far representatbon

SPORTS

Men & women | Archery,
athletics, gymnastics,
table tennis, weightlifting,
badminton

Men | Basketball, cricket,
hockey, tennis

Women | Football
| AUG 21

Men & women | Chess,
fencing, shooting,
taekwondo, kabaddi

Men | baseball,
handball, volleyball
Women | Cricket,
kho kho, netball

| AUG 22
Men & women |
Boxing, judo, squash,
swimming, wrestling

Men | Kho kho

Women | Badminton,
basketball, handball,
hockey, softball, volleyball

*For detailed information on eentre
and timings, please visit du.ac.in

gets due time to show their
skills,” Taneja said.

Different colleges have he-
en designated as centres to
carry out trials for 12 diffe-

rent activities, which are di-

vided into several sub-catego-
ries. A DU official said it was
important that all candidates
carried a photocopy of their
DU registration receipt to the
centre where their trial was
scheduled to take place and
report at the allotted time.
“Everyone coming for the tri-
al must bring their own in-
struments, egquipment, wri-
ting material, camera, pain-
ting tools, etc, as these will

not be provided at the centre.
Those taking part indifferent
dance forms must come in
their required costumes and
make-up. Also, no extra time
will be given for preparation,
unless specified in the guide-
lines, so every candidate sho-
uld come geared up,” the offi-
cial added.

During the trials, judges
can ask the studentstorepeat
their performance or ask cer-
tain guestionsrelated to their
chosen activity For certain
trials like those for creative
writing and quizzing, candi-
dates will not be allowed to
carry mobile phones in the

test rooms.

The university has taken
special note of candidates co-
ming from outside Delhi for
thetrials. “We have got so ma-
ny requests from outstation
candidates who have applied
for more than one activity. In
such cases, one may have to
zo through one trial at the be-
ginning of the schedule and
then wait for the next one till
the end, which is quite incon-
venient for those who don’t 1i-
ve here, So, we are conside-
ring all those requests and
tfrving to club some days for
them, so they get done in 2-3
days,” Taneja said.

The Light in Our Lives

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

An indelible memory
i of my childhood is that
of my insomniac grand-
mother playing hand
after hand of Solitaire
(which she called Pa-
; tience) lit by a zero-watt
bulb while we were all sprawled on
the floor trying to sleep. Her sight was
extremely poor, and it was a miracle
that she managed to, by squinting fero-
ciously at the deck of cards, navigate
her way through her nightly pastime in
such dim light.

But then those were the days of
bulbs that were extremely miserly
when it came to delivering even a rea-
sonable quantity of illumination, and
my memory of childhood is dotted with
scenes of dimly 1it rooms with perfune-
torily whitewashed walls. A &0-watt
bulb was considered robust, and a 100-
watt bulb was a shameful indulgence.
The economic burden that the magic of
electricity placed on us was only too ev-
ident in our niggardliness when it came
to wattages, but it was also a recurring
feature of our growing-up vears to be
admonished by our parents every time
we left a room without switching off the
lights. I remember many lengthy ser-
mons on the virtues of frugality, thanks
to the light bulb. Besides, stories of rel-
atives who had assiduously studied late
at night under a lonely streetlamp were
a staple. The message was very clear;
artificial lighting was a scarce resource
to be used with great care,

Over and above the economic neces-
gsitv, perhaps it was an acknowledge-
ment of the power of a night as a pri-
mal force, a sign of respect that while
we were flouting the laws of nature
by illumining our abodes artificially,
we were doing so with the full knowl-
edge that this 1s not how things were
meant to be. We apologised even as we
lit our electric lamps—{or some reason,
always with a little prayer. That was a
time when we consciously shrunk our
world at night, lighting up only the
most necessary parts of our lives. It

was time to be home, not go gallivant-
ing around outside. In any case, we
barely had any streetlights in the small
towns where [ spent most of my child-
hood, and going out at night for any
errands was a much grumbled-about
event. The night felt distinctly different
from the day; it was as if we lived life in
two different registers.

The flashlight was an integral asset
in those times. The power supply was
erratic, and street lighting was virtually
non-existent. In rural areas, in particular,
life would be unimaginable without this
sturdy companion; a fact that made Nokia
one of the bestselling phones in India.

The light bulb changed civilisation
of course, by being, as Marshall McLu-
han put it, a medium without a mes-

As our lives become more
brightly lit, it is curious
how, in some ways, we seek
out its absence. There is a
market for dimly lit bars, and
films and television seem to
revel in producing content
that is so poorly lit that it

Is difficult to follow what is
being depicted. That’s a full
circle of sorts

sage’. It transforms the environment
merely by its presence, turning night
into day and, in effect, doubling the
world we have access to. We could work
24 hours a dav. The idea of ‘night life’
is a direct result of the bulb, vet anoth-
er way in which human ingenuity has
thwarted the designs of nature.

The coming of tube light was a sharp
stab of abundance in the parsimonious
world of the light bulb. It shone white
with gauche unselfconsciousness, with-
out any of the modesty of the bulb. It con-
sumed less electricity too, and hence soon
came to dominate our lives with ease.

Today, of course, as one looks upon
empty office buildings late at night
that are ablaze with light, it is easy to
see dramatically how our relationship

with lighting has changed. And while
it is true that the power situation in
India has improved significantly, what
this really points to is the change in
our attitude towards lighting. We ab-
hor darkness and have begun to find it
unnatural. Darkness feels like a void,
an aberration that we are no longer
comfortable with. We rarely encounter
darkness in our lives anvmore until it's
time to go to sleep. Light is a sign of
space being animated by life. This prob-
ably explains the urge to keep one light
on even if we are not at home.

The advent of LED technology has
helped bring about this transforma-
tion. Lighting is now much cheaper and
more versatile. Lighting methods have
changed, and modern homes today can
have a dazzling array of lights used in
different ways. Lighting has become a
lifestyle accessory, to be used for aes-
thetic as well as functional reasons. To-
day there is talk about lighting design,
which involves using light purpose-
fully to highlight and underline differ-
ent spaces that we use. There are cove
lights, spotlights, accent lights, and
ambient lights; a whole new vocabulary
of lighting has sprung up. If earlier we
lived by the rules of the lighting options
available to us, today we paint our lives
with light in the way we see fit.

Along with the greater versatility of
artificial lighting, there is a craving for
natural light. We evaluate homes based
on how much natural light is available.
In an earlier time, when homes had
courtyards, natural light was never an
issue, Today, with more and more urban
life being centered around apartments,
this need has become heightened. Not
only do we want to be suffused by nat-
ural light, but we also even want the ar-
tificial light to resemble the real thing.

As our lives become more brightly
lit, it is curious how, in some ways, we
seek out its absence. There is a market
for dimly lit bars, and films and televi-
sion seem to revel in producing content
that is so poorly lit that it is difficult to
follow what is being depicted. That's a
full circle of sorts. From a time when
we made do with the little light that we
could afford to a time now when we seek
out some version of darkness.

santosh3csawgmail.com
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As kite-flying season starts, Metro urges people to avoid
discoms bat for safe manjha kites close to elevated lines

Times News NETWORK

ged its consumers to use the

Times News NETWORK

raph (equipment which

Privangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Integrated Drain
Management Cell (IDMC)has
asked PWD to accelerate the
preparation of detalled pro-
ject reports for drainage ma-
nagement plans of the city by
Sept 15 and implement these
plans by early next vear Ithas
also asked agencies to con-
ductathorough evaluation of
the silt quantity present in
the 22 primary drains, which
meet Yamuna in Delhi.,

IDMC, at a recent meeting
held on July 15, reviewed the
status of drainage manage-
ment plans for three basins
and 22 primarydrains. Theti-
melines were decided follo-
wing an HC order. The 22 ma-
jor drains, which fall in Ya-
muna in Delhi, are partof the
three major basins in the city:
Najafgarh, Barapullah and
Trans-Yamuna,

A report prepared by

IDMC stated that consultants
have been hired for all three
basins, while the ground sur-
vey 1s in process for Najaf-
garh basin. “After admini-
strative decisions are taken
on the three basin DPRs by
vear-end, the work on the
implementation of these
plans will start by early 2025.

The proposed timelines for

the initiation of work on the
Najafgarh basin is Jan 31,
2025, and the targeted timeli-
nes for Trans-Yamuna and
Barapullah basins are Feb 28
next vear,” said the report.
IDMC, 1 its report, said
due to the multiplicity of aut-
horities for the management
of the drainage system, Delhi
govt has assigned the respon-
sibility for the management
and operations of 22 drains
falling in Yamuna to irriga-
tion and flood control depart-
ment by an order dated April
29 this yvear. “After the han-
ding over of drains by drain-

owning agencies, the work on
the assessment of the quanti-
tyof siltin22drains will start.
The targeted timeline for the
completion of work is Nov 15
this vear,” said IDMC report.

The report added that de-
silting of 21 drains
out falling in Yamu-
na will be underta-
ken on a warfooting
and is targeted to be
completed by Dec 31
this year, The remo-
val of encroach-
ments from these
drains should be
completed simultaneo-
usly. However, desilting of the
Najafgarh drain and removal
of encroachment from this
drain is expected to be comple-
ted by June 30, 2025,

National Green Tribunal,
n March 2020, had constituted
IDMC to improve the drainage
systemof Delhiand ensure bet-
ter coordination of work dueto

PRIMARY DRAINS
WHICH MEET
YAMUNA TO BE
EVALUATED

the involvement of multiple

Stage Set As DU Kicks Off PWD urged to finalise preparation
ECA Trials For Admissions °f drainage mgmt plans by Sept 15

agencies for different drains.

Since most areas are floo-
ded in an intense spell of rain
for a few hours, experts have
been emphasising better
plans for the management of
thecity'sdrains. Delhi’'sdeca-
des-olddrainagesy-
stem can handle on-
Iy 50 mm of rainfall
in a day, according
toareport.

Diwan Singh,an
environmental ac-
tivist, said the crea-
tion of such plans
will have meaning
only when they are pro-
perly implemented during
the set deadlines. “Linking of
stormwater drains with wa-
terbodies is most important
to prevent waterlogging asno
drainage system can accom-
modate sudden downpour. A
decentralised system of wa-
terbodies can act as a safety
cushion during heavy rain-
fall,” said Singh.

‘Lifestyle changes can curb DU releases simulated

cervical, breast cancers

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Lifestyle habits
play a crucial role in the ri-
sing incidence of cervical
and breast cancer Making
informed decisions regar-
ding them can help in early
detection and even prevent
these diseases.

This was stated by ex-
pE]"tEi at a cancer Awareness
and screening camp on Sun-
day held in Vasant Kunj. “By
staying knowledgeable abo-
ut their well-being, women
can take proactive steps to
safecuard themselves aga-
inst the diseases,” they said.

The event, which aimed
at educating and supporting
women in the fight against
cancer, was organised by
Rachna Naresh Jain to com-
memaorate the sixth death
anniversary of social wor-
ker Anand Prakash Jain.

The event saw participa-
fion from over a hundred wo-

men and was conducted in
collaboration with Vardh-
man Recycling and National
Association of Mentors for
Adolescent Health., Addres-
sing the gathering, Dr Seema
Prakash, from GTB Hospital
and president of the Natio-
nal Association of Mentors
for Adolescent Health, expla-
ined the intricacies of breast
and cervical cancer,

She urged women to take
afew minutes from their dai-
ly routines for themselves
and to contact their doctors
immediately if they experi-
ence any discomfort.

Rachna Naresh Jain voi-
ced herconcern over reports
showing that women, who
carry the full burden of ma-
naging households, are be-
coming increasingly ill. She
highlighted that the event
was created by women for
women and expressed her
pleasure at the active parti-
cipation of many women.

1held in fake passport racket: A57-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly running a racket since 2021 that facilitated
the illegal migration of Bangladeshi nationals from India to
several countries using fake documents, including fake Indian
passports. The accused, Mir Anowar Hosen, is a native of South

24 Parganas in West Bengal. tun

ranks for UG candidates

New Delhi: As part of its ad-
mission process under Com-
mon Seat Allocation System
(CSAS), Delhi University on
sunday released simulated
ranks for all candidates.

A simulated rank is a tenta-
tive rank given to each candi-
date based on the scores and
preferences submitted at the
end of Phase II. After revie-
wing the rank, which is visible
on every candidate’s dashbo-
ard, one will get another chan-
ce to rearrange their preferen-
ces, “If any candidate wishes

to add, delete or reorder their
preferences, they will have ti-
me till 11.59pm on Aug 12, Follo-
wing this, the first CSAS list
will be declared on Aug 16,” sa-
id Haneet Gandhi, dean of ad-
missionsat DU.

Onece the first list comes
out, candidates will have to ac-
cept allocated seats by Aug 18.
Colleges verifv and approve
the online applications by Aug
20, This will be followed by the
online fee payvment deadline of
Ang 21. Classes are scheduled
to begin on Aug 29, tw

ADMISSION
OPEN

Program Highlights:

Contact for Admission Details:

shivhants@nse.co.in
mbafintech@iimsambalpur.ac.in
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New Delhi: Ahead of Inde-
pendence Day and Raksha-
bandhan, Delhi's power dis-
tribution companies issued
anadvisory, urging peoplenot
to use metal-coated manjha
for flving kites. The discoms,
BSES and Tata Power, advi-
sed consumers not to use the
metal-coated thread as it can
conduct electricity and can
even lead to electrocution.
Every year, the metal-coa-
ted manjha causes numerous
instances of power disrup-
tions and equipment damage,
stated BSES, addingthat such
acts are punishable under
Electricity Act and Delhi Po-
lice Act. Tata Power has ur-

string made of cotton or any
othernatural fibre.

In case of any emergency,
consumers can reach out to
BSES through call centre
number BRPL 19123, BYPL
19122 or on WhatsApp by ty-
ping ‘Hi’ and sending it to
8800919123 and 8745999808, re-
spectively. In case of Tata Po-
wer, they can connect on toll-
free number 19124,

Tata Power is conducting
special awareness sessions in
covi and private schools to
educate students about the ha-
zards related to flying Kites,
“Reckless kiteflving, especial-
Iy with metal-coated manjha,
can even electrocution for the
kiteflyer,” said an official

New Delhi: Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) has ur-
oed the public to avoid flving
kites near elevated Metro li-
nes passing through residen-
tial areas to ensure safety and
prevent service disruptions.

DMRC warned that any
contact with the 25,000-volt
overhead equipment (OHE)
could be fatal and may cause
OHE tripping or damage to
Metro trains, leading to servi-
cedisruptions.

“As Kite flying will start to
gather pace around Indepen-
dence Day, there is a high lik-
elihood of kite strings getting
entangled in OHE wires or
getting stuck in the pantog-

draws power from OHE) of a
moving train if flown near
elevated Metro lines,” said
Anuj Dayal, principal execu-
tive director, corporate com-
munications, DMVRC.

Headded that such inciden-
ces have the potential to not on-
ly disrupt Metro services by
damaging or tripping the OHE
or pantograph but could also
prove fatal to those flving kites
with metallic manjha.

To prevent such inciden-
ces, DMRC will deploy dedica-
ted teams near Kite-prone sta-
tions to swiftly remove kite
strings as and when spotted,
besides advising train opera-
torsand station staff tobemo-
recautious, , said an official.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Supply of different types of Stationary
items at office of the MSVP, SCCGMCH,
Uluberia, Howrah. Details are available
on the website hitps://wbtenders.govin
Bid submission: Start from: 05.08.2024
at11:00 a.m. Closing end: 26.08.2024 at
12:00 Noon. Opening on: 28.08.2024 at
12:00 Noon.

ICA-T13898(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Notice Inviting e-Tender
NleT No. CMOH,/CBR/3643/24
dated 07/08/2024
Sealed e-tenders are invited for
providing 1 {one) driver of Food Safety
Wheel at at CMOH office, Cooch Behar.
For more details contact CMOH office/

visit https://whtenders.gov.in and
www.whhealth.gov.in 5d/- CMOH,

Cooch-Behar ICA-T13857(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Notice Inviting e-Tender
NieT No. CMOH/CBR/3644/24
dated 07/08/2024
Sealed e-tenders are invited for
providing 1 [one) Analyst for Food Safety
Wheel at CMOH Office, Cooch Behar, For
more details contact CMOH office/ visit
https://whbtenders.gov.in and
www.wbhealth.gov.in 5d/- CMOH,

Cooch-Behar ICA-T13896(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
Vide Memo No: MSD-MCH/PR/2247/24
Dated: 08.08.24
e-Tender is invited by the Principal,
Murshidabad Medical College &

Hospital, Berhampaore, Murshidabad Tor
C-ARM MACHIME FOR THE DEPT. OF
ORTHOPEDIC FOR MURSHIDABAD
MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL. For
details please wvisit the website:
www. whitenders,.gov.in,
www whhealth. . goyv.in,
woww,msdmeh,.org or office of the
undersigned. 5d/- Principal,
Murshidabad Medical Caollege,
Berhampore, Murshidabad.

ICA-T13906(3]/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

The MSWP, IPGMER-55KM  Hospital,
having its office at 244, A,1.C Bose Road,
Kolkata700020 is Inviting E-Tender
under the Linen Store for supply of Bnos.
of Nen CAT Consumables (1st Cally under
Linen 5tore wide NIT No
SSEM/MEVP 2366 dated 06.08.2024 of
IPGMER-55KMH, from the bonafide
bidder. For details log on to
wiww whtenders gov.in Online
document will be awvailable fram
12.08.2024. S5d/- Medical
Superintendent cum Wice Principal,
IPGMER-S5KM Haspital, Kelkata-20.

ICA-T13891(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION & WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
e-TENDER NOTICE
2-NIT No. e-NIT-06/2024-25 of
Executive Engineer, MMED,
Online tender is hereby Invited by the
undersigned on behalf of the Governor
of West Bengal from the eligible
bonafide contractors for the work, Last
date and time of application is 2Bth
Avgust, 2024 17:00 Hrs. I5T. Others
details may be available from the office
of the undersigned during office hours
an any working days. Details of tender
notice may be seen at
www. whiwd.pov.in and

https://whtenders govin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Metropolitan Mechanical &

Electrical Divisian ICA-T13890(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, Western
Electrical Circle, PW.D. invites online e-
Tender for the work of Repairing waork
for 02 [two) nos. Lift (Make-EV5S) at
Gynecology Building of Bardhaman
Medical College and Hospital, Purba
Burdwan eNIQ No.- WBPWD/SEWEC/
BED/MIQ-50/2024-25. Tender 1D:
2024 WBPWD_7Y3106B_1., Bid
submission start date{online]:
13.08.2024 from 03:00 P.M. Bid
submission closing date{online)
20.08.2024 wpto 03:00 P.M.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of M.LO. and
Tender documents may be downloaded
from: http://wbtenders.gov.in
5df- 5. K.Biswas, Superintending
Engineer, PW.D., Western Electrical

Circle. ICA-T13909(3]/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL"

Tender Motice
Online e-tander |5 invited by the office of tha
Executive Engineer, Electrical Division WNo. |,
Housing Directorate:-eMIT Mo WBHO/EESED-
I/ eMEC-06/2024-25 Tender id- 2024_HSD_
73011 1. Namae of work:-" Daployment of man

power  Skilled (Electrician),  Semi-skilled
{Assbstant Wireman & Pump operator] &
unskilled [Valer Operator) for  Electrical

instaflation work [internal & Esxternal] incl
operation of Pump-matar & wvalve sets within
the campus of different RHE, Guest House, Rest
Shade, WWH ete. on all working days including
Satwrday, Sunday & Gost, Holidays for during
FY-2024-2025 within  the jurisdiction of
Elecerical Saats-Divdi L b Mo, Howusing
Directorate from (61092024 w 31.03.09035}= 7
month = 213 days."Bid Suibbmizsion end date:
2T.08. 2024 uptod P.M, Tender Opening Dote:
29.08.0004 after 2 PM, Website-whtenders
gowin, Tender Location-Within jurisdiction of
Electricsl Sub-Dbdgion Mo, Houting Directorate
Tender detadly may be obtained from Office of the
Exscutive Engineer, Electrical Divislon Mo, |, Housing
Directorate New . Secretariat Buillding “B°, Block
Room Mol Ground Flope 1.5 Aoy Rpad, Kolkata=
MO0 on all office days during office howrs
ICA-T13917(3),/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Superintending Engineer, Western
Electrical Circla, POA.D. invites online a-
Tender for the work of Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of 3 (THREE) Passenger 204 Kg Load
capacity MRL Lift with M5 making
structure with covering by ACP at D.W.
Bunglow, Purba Burdwan. eNIO Mo.-
WEPWD/SEWEC/BED/NIQ-51/2024-25.
Tender 10: 2034 WAPWD 731116 1,
Bid submission start date{online):
13.0B.2024 from 03:00 P.M. Bid
submission closing datelonline)
27.08.2024 upto 03:00 P.M,
Corrigendum if amny will be published in
website only, Details of N..O. and
Tender documents may be downloaded
from : http://whtenders.gov.in Sd/-
5.K.Biswas, Superintending Engineer,
PW.D., Western Electrical Circle.

ICA-T13910{3) /2024

Tender Notice

Online e-tendés H lmvied by the olfice of the
Execwtive Engineer, Electrical Dévision Mo, |, Housing
Directorate:-eMIT  WNo:  WBHD/EE/ED-feMNId-
07/ 2024-25, Tender |d 4 HSD  F3L1XE: 1,
"Mame OF Work:-Deployment of man power
Skifled (Electriclan), Semi-skilled {Assistant
Wireman & Pump operator) & unskilled{Valve
Operator)  for  Electrical  Installation  work
[Imternal & El;l:[rl'l-n;ll:l incl, operation of Pump-
motad B valve ssts within the campus of
different RHE, Guest House, Rest Shade, WWH
etc. an all working days Including Saturday,
Sunday & Govt. Holidays for during FY-2024-
2025 within the purisdiction of Electrical Sub
Divigion Mo, Housing Directorate,|From
0109 2028 to 31.03.2025 = 7 Monihs= 217
Days).".Bid Submission end date: 27.08.2004
uptod P.M, Tender Opening Dave: 29.08.2024
after 2 .M, Website-wbbenders. gov.in, Tendes
Location-Within the jurisdiction of Eectrical Sub-
Divisham Mo, Housing Directorate. Tender detads
may b cbtained from Office of the Exouthe Engineer,
Blectrical Division Mo, L Housing Directorate, New
Secretasiat Bulldng, “B", Blodk Room No.l Ground
Floor 1.K.5 Roy Road, KoBata—T00001 on all office

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Irrigation & Waterways Directorate
ABRIDGED NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-N.1.T No. WBIW/SE/NIC-1/NIT-
01(e)/2024-25
The Superintending Engineer, North
Irrigation Circle-l, Green Park, Malda,
|&W, Dta. an behalf of Honble Governor
of West Bengal, invites online tender
fram eligible bonafide contractors
having requisite credential and turnover
for 1 {One) no. protection work under
C5DS, Amount put to tender:
Rs. 1,84,88,844.00. Last date and time of
submission of Technical & Financial bid
(online)- 03.09. 2024 upto 1730 Hrs. The
tender forms and ather details can be
obtained from the website
www whiwd.gov.in & URL
https://whtenders.gov.in 50/- (P.
Bhaitcharya), Superintending Engineer,
Maorth Irrigation Circle-l, Green Park,

Malda ICA-T138RE(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
0/0 the Superintending Engineer,
PWD South-Western Electrical Circle,
S5ahid Mangal Pandey Sarani,
Midnapur-721101
Motice Inviting e-Quotation
Mo. WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ28/2024-25
Tender 1D: 2024 _WBPWD_731498
Last date of submissicn of bid:-
24.08.2024 upto 14:00 Hrs.

MName Of Work: S5ITC of silent DG set,
LIPS and AC machines along with related
El work within the campus of
Government Fish Technology Station
(G.FT.5) at lunput in the dist of Purba
Medinipur -- SITC of Air-Conditioning
machines. Further details can be seen in
the above mentioned office during
working hours or in Official Website
www pwdwb govin For all details and
online tender submission visit

https:/fwhtenders. gowin Sdf- S.Das, SE,
SWEC, PWDte. ICA-T13914{3)/2024

MLk 2T N2,

Woman, family members
assaulted over property

New Delhi: A woman and her
family members suffered
injuries on Sunday after
allegedly being violently
assaulted by a group of ten

people over a property dispute in

east Delhi's New Ashok Nagar.

An video allegedly showing the
incident has gone viral, in which

masked men can be seen

entering the house and attacking

them. A case has been
registered in this regard. Tun

EA-TIEBIE]!FN!I

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
eNIT No : 0UKMDASDESWM/EE

(Ping Divn.} of 2024-25

Online e-tenders in fwo part system are
invited by Executive Engineer, (Civil),
Planning [Division, SD&SWM  Seotor,
EMDA, VIP Block, Ist Moor, Unnayan
Bhovan, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700091, from
bonafide, relinble, expericnced &
resourceful firms / individuals conirachors,
for the work, Noeme of work, Estimaied
Value of the work, FEamesi Money
deposit, Time of completion, Cperaton
and Maintenance of the 30 KLD Capacity
Septage Treaiment Plant at Pramod Mogar
constructed for the Baranagar, North Dum
Dum and Dum Dum  Municipaliy
incloding cost of all required Manpower,
Chemicalz & Heagents  Electricity &
Transport  chorges, Gardening,  Safe
Disposal of dred sludge, Repairing of all
civil Structures, Machineries & Laboratory
equipments complete for |5 Months 20
Dinys., Hs 4265 5660, Hs B85 311~ [Unline
through e-Procurement System of Gove. of
W.R ] 477 Days, Last date & time of
online Tender Submission: 2708 2024
upio 1400 hrs,, for details contact the
abaove office or visit both websiles,

WWW, ¥ (EMDA-399)
www.whienders.gov.In 0, 113002(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

MSVE, MRS MEDICAL COLLEGE &

HOSPITAL INVITES SEALED E-TENDER

MOTICE (MIT MNOQ: 87/2024-72025)

{TENDER ID: 2024 _HFW_730114_1)

FOR THE PROCUREMEMNT OF COCHLEAR
IMPLANT FOR THE DEPT. QOF ENT AND
HEAD-MECKE SURGERY, NRSMCEH,
KOLEATA FROM REPUTED FIRMS OF
INDIA, DETAILS IN WEBSITES-

ICA-T13807(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
MNo. WBSDB/EE/CED-1/NIT-03({e)/2024-25
e-tender are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Civil Engineering Division Ma-,
Sundarban Development Board from
the reliable bonafide rescurceful
contractors for Construction of concrete
Raoad & Restoration of sluice, in
sundarban RBegion (South 24 Parganas,
West Bengall. Detalls may be seen from
the Notice Board of the office of the
EE/CED-I/SDB on working days during
aoffice hours or In wehsite
hetps:/fwhtenders. gov. in [
https:/fetender.whb.nic.in Date of
Publishing- 12/08/2024, Bid submission
start Dt.- 12/08/2024 at 16.00 hrs., Bid
submission end Dt- 03/09/2024 upto
16.00 hrs. 5d/- Executive Engineer, Civil
Engineering Division Mo.-l, Sundarban

Development Board ICA-T13889{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE

A) Bid reference no. WBMSCL/NIT-
464/2024, dated-D7/08/2024: West
Bengal Medical Services Corporation
Ltd. is inviting online bids for “Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning
of extension work of Medical Gas
Pipeline System (MGPS) at 5th floor of
Chest and Cancer Building in IPGMER -
S5KM Hospital of West Bengal.”™ Last
date of submission of bid {online) -
28.08.2024 up to 02.00 pm. The tender
document can be downloaded from
wiww whtenders gowvin on or after 02.00
pm on 12.08.2024, Clarification
requests, if any may be sent to
cme@wbmsc.gov.in 5d/- General
Manager, WBMSCL

ICA-T13895(3)/2024

Govt. of West Bengal

The West Benaal Power Dawelnpmeﬁnm m]raﬁnn Limited
roject

Corporate Identity No. U40104WB19855GC039154
Bakreswar Thermal Power P
P.O. BKTPP, Disl. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Ref No.: WBPDCL /Tend-Adv/24-25/BkTPP/CC-2216

NIT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3241/24-25

Date: 08.08.2024

ASI To Restore 400-Year-Old

Barapullah Bridge In 3 Mths

Abhinav.Rajput

the drain flowing under the

LG: Install Proper Lighting To Enhance Aesthetic Appeal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: LG VK Saxena
has entrusted Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India with the
responsibility of restoring
the Thistoric Barapullah
Bridge within three months.
"ASI has been tasked with
not only restoring the bridge
but also installing proper
lighting to enhance 1ts aest-
hetic appeal,” LG's house sa-
id in a statement on Sunday.
The handover took place
following LG's visit to the si-
te, The 17th-century bridge,
which runs almost parallel to
elevated Barapullah road, is
over 400 yvears old and has be-
endesignated asa monument
of national importance. Ho-
wever, 1t has been overrun by
squaftters in recent times.
The old, dilapidated sto-
ne bridge, believed to have
been commissioned by Em-
peror Jahangir during his
reign in the 16008, measures
200 metres in length and fea-
tures 12 piers and 11 arches.
Historianssuggestthat Mug-
hals used this bridge to cross

This was LG's second visit to the bridge, with the first being on Aug 4

Yamuna on their way from
Agrato Nizamuddin Dargah
and Humayun's Tomb.

"This was Saxena's se-
cond visit to the bridge, with
thefirst beingon Augd. Prior
to the restoration efforts, the
structure was in a decrepit
state, heavily encroached
upon, and reduced to a dum-
ping ground for debris and
garbage from nearby locali-
ties. Saxena had directed the
removal of encroachments
and the restoration of the
bridge,"” said Raj Niwas.

LG was accompanied by

chief secretary and director
general of ASI, who assured
the completion of the resto-
ration work within three
months. Saxena also instruc-
ted ASItomaintain the origi-
nality of the structure du-
ring the restoration process
and to install proper lighting
once the work is finished.
Saxena commended the
efforts of all the agencies in-
volved, including MCD,
PWD, 1&FC, Railways and
ASI, for their joint efforts in
removing encroachments
and desilting, declogging

bridee. "Within a week of
their concerted efforts, the
encroachments have been
removed, and the desilting
of thedrain is currently un-
derway. ASI will commence
the restoration work imme-
diately after the completion
of the desilting process,"” sa-
id Raj Niwas.

L.G's house emphasised
that the conservation and
restoration of heritage struce-
tures in Delhi has been a key
focus for Saxena since he as-
sumed office. Under his gui-
dance, historical monu-
ments such as St James's
Church and Mehrauli Archa-
eological Park have been re-
vived and restored, atirac-
ting a significant number of
visitorseveryday Inaddition
to these, several other monu-
ments, including Roshanara
Bagh, Shalimar Bagh, Anang
Tal Baoli, Rajon ki Baoli, Qila
Rai Pithora, Jamali Kamali
mosque complex, Dilli Chalo
Park, Ghata Masjid, and Ur-
du Academy Park, were cur-
rently undergoing restora-
tion, said LG's house.

UP in talks with global cos for repair hub at Noida airport

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International
Airport Ltd (NIAL) is set to
1ssue an expressionof inter-
est (EOI) next month for es-
tablishing a maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
hub adjacent to the upcom-

ing Noida International
Airport in Jewar,

This hub will be a part of
the airport project’s second
phase, and it will involve the
acquisitionof 1,365 hectares
of land specifically desig-
nated for this sector and an
aviation hub. The land ac-

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MIDMAPORE KHARAGPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Statutory Authority of the Government of West Bengal)
Sahid Kshudiram Zilla Parikalpana Bhavan (2nd Floar)
Zilla Parishad Complex, Paschim Medinipur — 721101
Phone No., 03222 — 261739, a-Mail 1D : mkdamidnapore @ gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
MNIQ Mo, 1/MKDA/2024-25

E- Tenders in ibed format are imated at hitpe:/wbtenders.gowvin by the General Manager
m 8 Agencies / ies in bid !

- BKTPP, WB
Contract for Operation

Maintenance of on line Coal sampler &t Stage-1 & Stage-il
of BKTPP". Tender Document Download Start Date: 10.08.2024 at 09.00 AM. Bid
Submission End Date: 31.08.2024 at 05:00 PM. Contact Person: Mr. Indranil Chakroborty,
of. Manager, CC, BKTPP, WBPDCL. Mobile: 8373055604. E-mail: cc_bkips@wbpdcl.co.n
For details please visit; hitps://wblenders.gov.in

syslem for “Annual Maintenance

ICA-T13916(2)/2024

e-Tender 15 invited from bonalide C& Firms for Preparation of Accounts for this
Midnapore Kharagpur Development Authority in the prescribed commaon farmat
approved by the C & AG of India, NIT & Tender Documents may be Yiewing on and
from 12-08-x024 at 18:00 Hours and Tender Documents downloaded and
submitted on & from 13-08-2024 ar 12:00 Hours. Closing of Downloading &
Submisslon of the Bidding Documents on 27-08-2024 at 12:00 Hours. Details of NIT
& Tender Documents may be downlopaded and submitted from
wwrad wbtenders, gov.in Sd/- Executive Officer, MEDA & ADM, Paschim Medinipur,

ICA-T13BE7(3)/2024

quisition processiscurrent-
Iy underway.

NIAL officials said that
they are in discussions with
some of the world’'s leading
aircraft manufacturers to
collaborateon this initiative.

To encourage invest-
ment, the govt has intro-
duced a new MRO policy, of-
fering capital investment
subsidies ranging from 5%
to 12% for companies that
submit their applications by
31 Dec 2024,

NIAL CEQO Arun Vir
Singh said, “We are current-
ly in talks with four major
companies and urging them
to invest in Jewar. Govt is
committed to developing the
state asan MRO hub and has
introduced an exclusive poli-

cyv to support this. The de-
mand for MRO services inIn-
dia is expected to grow faster
than the global average, dri-
ven by the increasing fleet
size and passenger traffic.”

“Currently, major air-
ports in India have limited
or no provision of land for
establishing MRO hangars
within or near the airport,
Noida International Air-
port will not only have an
MRO facility within the air-
port premises but also a
larger-scale facility adja-
centtoit. Thissectorhassig-
nificant potential, as main-
tenance costs account for
around 12% to15% of overall
revenue, making it the sec-
ond most expensive item af-
ter fuel,” he explained.

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)
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Do 8D A Canara Bank

[ —
General Administration Section, 6th Floor, 38 Ansal Tower, Nehru Place,
Dalhi-110019 , Mob.: 9205350990, Email recgadmdel@canarabank.com

AVIATION ASPIRANT?
HIRING GROUND CREW !
AIR INDIA SATS TRAINING ACADEMY
is seeking Freshers to join IGI Airport-New Delhi i Srindlud iilobolivatag

CUSTOMER SERVICE EXECUTIVES 5 Existing Branch Name Branch Name & Address

(Age limit: Upto £7 years) No. & Address After Shifting
Under Graduates/ Graduates with good communication skills, 1 |Chandni Chowk Branch DPCD-|Chandni Chowk Branch DPCD- 313,

313, Address- 625, Chandni| Addeass - 304305 Fired Floor, Chandnl
EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

A Newly build 4 Star Boutique Hotel available
for lease near Jim Corbett on Corbett ;
National Highway. Hotel has 24 rooms BSAP
with 29 beds. We have Indoor Swimming

TAT AT ITASHL Al B
-4 BABA SAHEB AMBEDKAR POLYTECHNIC
Pool, Restaurant, Lawn and banquet hall.
Hotel has Modern and High Class Interior.

T AT f91e e oa stfae widtg ae-tet s aftas, Wia 93r 51 arHife
AFFILIATED TO STATE BOARD OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION & APPROVED BY AICTE, GOVT. OF INDIA
Looking for Brands and experienced
Hoteliers cancontactusat -

IDIPL OIVIA
8171270423 & 9528764244

1st YEAR/ LATERAL ENTRY (2 YEARS) FOR 10+2
I ”-,'_. 5 e
TIMES fﬂ%iw

FOR KIND ATTENTION OF OUR MOST VALUED CUSTOMERS
by our andeaves o consoldale and srangEhen DU Senices i our CUSmEers
The following branch will funclion at the new address shorlly and shall cater bo all

Chowk, Dethi - 110006, Chowde, Delhi— 110006

Wz wish toinform all the locker holders fhet ubmost care will be taken while shifting
the lackars bo the naw addrass. Howaver if any customar with locker faclify desiras
to lake possession of the contenls and redeposit the same afier shifling of the
[ockers o new premises, we reqiest vou 1o do 50 on or before 24.08.2024 by
comntacting the concemed branch head, Lockers will not be svailable for operation
between 24082024 to 25082024, Locker operstions can be dong from
26.08.2024 onwards at new address a5 mentioned above. We sincerely regrel the
inconvenience causad 10 you in this ragard and assuning you our bast sanices at all

fimas.
Deputy General Manager, Delhi,
Central Delhi Regional Office

{Min. 10th pass, Age limit: Upto 40 years)
Pilease carry updated Resume alongwith passport size

Photo. Passport is mandatory
INTERVIEW DETAILS
Date: 13th August 2024 | Timings: 9:30 am to 2:00 pm

Venue: Svelte Hotel & Personal Suites, A-3 District Centre,
Select City Walk, Saket, New Delhi-17. (M): +91 7669020101

MECHANICAL ENGG. ELECTRONICS ENGG.

ELECTRICAL ENGG. AUTOMOBILE ENGG.
For Rent - Commercial Property

COMPUTER SC. & ENGG.
CIVIL ENGG.
54,000 Sq.Ft. Retail Space at Poised

Place: New Delhi, Date: 12/08/2024 MEDICAL LAB TECHNICIAN
: Ranganathan St, T.Nagar Chennai

Kindly refer website: www.bsates.com
Certification: Successful candidates will be awarded Diploma by BTE (Approved by
AICTE, Govt. of India) which are applicable for all Central/ State Govt. posts and

services.
(=] 37 ]

PUBLIC NOTICE SOUTH DELHI

Property No. C-67
situated in Friends
Colony, East, New Delhi-

tender &
1otices

Age: As prescribed for the course applied.
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East Germany began bundmg
the Berlin Wall, which divided =

Berlin and came to symbolise

the Cold War, on this day in 1961

Boy making video falls into Punjab
canal, friend jumps in, both drown

wo teenage friends drowned in Bhakra canal near Ablowal in

Punjab's Patiala district on Saturday. One of the boys fell into
the canal while recording a video on his mobile phone, and the
other jumped in to rescue him but was swept away by the
current. Patiala Civil Lines SHO said a search operation was
underway to find Karan (14) and Sahil (17). They both hailed
from Patiala. “The boys’ friends reported the incident three
hours later, reducing their chances of survival. Sahil was a good
swimmer and jumped into the canal to rescue Karan. However, it
appears that Karan, likely in a state of panic, grasped Sahil from
the front, locking his arms and dragging them both down,” a
diver deployed for the rescue operation said. mw
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India’s Olympics tally has been
improving since the Beijing games
Sprinter Norman Pritchard won two medals in the Paris 1900 but his nationality
is disputed, In Amsterdam 1928 Dhyan Chand's hockey team clinched India’s
first Olympic gold. In Helsinki 1952 wrestler KD Jadhav won India's first

individual medal. Then came medal drought years - 1984, 1988 and 1992 - and
this jinx was broken by Leander Paes in 1996
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Oli invites Modi to Nepal
as foreign secy calls on him

Kathmandu: Nepal PM K P
Sharma Oli on Sunday ex-
tended an invitation to hisIn-
dian counterpart Narendra
Modi to visit the Himalayan
nation. Oli extended the invi-
tation to Modi through visit-
ing foreign secretary Vikram
Misri, who paid a courtesy
call on the Nepalese PM, ac-
cording toa statement issued
by the PM's secretariat here.
Oli was sworn in as Ne-
pal’s PM for a fourth time last
month. He assumed office af-
ter the govt led by Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ lost a

vote of confidence in the
House of Representatives.
Misri also called on for-
mer PM and Nepali Congress
president Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba at his residence at Budha-
nilkantha on the outskirts of
Eathmandu., During the
meeting, they discussed vari-
ous matters relating to mu-
tual interest, according to
Deuba’s office. The two sides
discussed subjects related to
strengthening Nepal-India
relations and further moving
forward mutually beneficial
cooperation, it said. em

JPC probe’ vs ‘plot’: Cong, BJP in Rain fury claims 30

lives in 4 northern
states; SInlssmg

© slugfest over Hindenburg report

Sack Sebi Chief,

Says Rahul; SP,

AAP Rally Behind INDIA Ally

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Alleging quid pro
quo between Adani Group
and Sebi chief Madhabi Buch
following fresh Hindenburg
claims, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday de-
manded that govt constitute a
joint parliamentary commit-
tee (JPC) to probe the allega-
tions, warning there 1s a seri-
ous threat to the hard-earned
investments of small and me-
dium investors. Rahul also de-
manded the sacking of the Se-
bichief and asked if Supreme
Court will look into the mat-
ter again. AAP meanwhile,
demanded PM Narendra Mo-
di’sresignationovertheissue.
SP chief too wrote on X
“There should be a historical
investigation of Sebi because
the history of Sebi has been
such that it has never become
the true protector and support
of investors. Only an impar-
tial investigation can restore
Sebi’s reputation to instill a
sense of security in investing
inthe Indian markets. "
Kharge, calling Adani a
close associate of PM Modi.
reminded that Sebi had previ-
ously cleared the billionaire
businessman following the
Hindenburg report allega-
tions in Jan 2023, He said, “A
JPC inquiry is imperative to
investigate this massive scan-
dal. Until then, concerns per-
gist that PM Modi will contin-
ue to shield his ally compro-
mising India's constitutional
institutions, painstakingly

built over seven decades.”
Party spokesperson Jai-
ram Ramesh said the SC ex-
pert panel had noted that the
Sebi had shown strange reluc-
tance to probe the Adani
‘MegaScam', while underlin-
ing that the Sebi had in 2018 di-
luted, and in 2019 entirely delet-
ed, thereporting requirements
relating to the ultimate benefi-
cial ownership of foreign
funds, which tied the hands of
the expert panel and led to Se-

Oppn Wants To Create Chaos,
Instability, Says Saffron Party :

Times News NETwWoRK

New Delhi: BJP on Sunday
claimed Congress and other
opposition parties were part
of a conspiracy to create fi-
nancial instability and chaos
in India, as the party rejected
Hindenburg's charge
against the Sebichairperson
as an attempt to discredit the

financial watchdog,
BJP spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi said the

IN THE EYE OF THE ETGHM Sehf chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch

bi's failure to reach to the bot-
tom of the irregularities.
AAP's Sanjay Singh, de-
manding a JPC, said, "“Any
statement or report made by
theSebichief inthe SCon Ada-
ni's probe hasnomeaning, The
Court should take cognisance
of this, because the truth has
been hidden from it.”
Congress  spokesperson
Supriva Shrinate asked if the
govt curtailed the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament because it
was aware of the impending
release of Hindenburg report.

short-selling firm, which last
vear levelled serious allega-
tions against the Adani
croup, was facing scrutiny
from Indian probe agencies.
“Opposition is echoing its al-
legation, and the conspiracy
is now clearly visible that it
wants to create chaos and in-
stability, especially in the fi-
nancial sector;,” he said.
Noting that many such
critical reports emanating
from foreign soil were re-
leased just ahead of or dur-
ing Parliament sessions, he

sald opposition leaders were E
aware that the report was :
coming when Parliamentwas :
in session. The monsoon ses- :
sionof Parliamentwassched- :
uled to end on Monday but :
was cut short by one working :

day and ended on Fridawv.

BJP leader and former :
Union minister Rajeev Chan- :
drasekhar said Hindenburg :
had attacked Sebi in an “obvi- :
with Con- :
gress and had an ominous :
“It is to destabilise :
of the :

ous partnership”

motive,
and discredit one
world's strongest financial
systems and create chaos in

the world's fastest-growing

economy,” he said on X.

“I have said often and say :
many global forces :
with the help of the Con- :
gress dynasty want to slow :
down or trip up India’s rise. :

again,

Wewon'tlet them,” he said.

Union minister Jyotiradi- :
tva Scindia too claimed Con-
gress was behind the Hinden- :
burgreport. “Congressswork :
is only to spread anarchy and :
entangle the country in con- :
" he said. :
He said PM Modi and BJP :
workers were carryving the :
“torch of development and :
progress”, whereas Congress :
has been trying to keep it in :

troversial matters,

the dark for yvears.

The Adani group also :
termed the allegations mali- :
cious and based on manipu-

lation of select public infor-

mation. The company said it :
has no commercial relation- :
ship with the Sebi chairper- :

son or her husband.

Forensic tests point to suspect’s

Bihar cop exam:
3 more of ‘solver
gang’ arrested

Chhapra: Bihar Police Sun-
day arrested three more mem-
bersof the “solver gang” active
during constable recruitment
exam in Saran district, reports
H K Verma. This follows the
arrest of three persons last
Sunday and one on Saturday
Police now have with them
seven members of the gang.
SP Kumar Ashish said the
gang worked in collusion with
exam centres, Its members had
devised a plan to solve question
papers using Bluetooth and
other equipment. Ashish said
the accused have confessed to
their involvement not only in
constable recruitment exam
but also in Central Teachers El-
igibility Test (CTET), Second-
ary Teachers Eligibility Test
(STET), and Common Manage-
ment Admission Test (CMAT).

Dwaipayan Ghosh &
Tamaghna Banerjee | Tnn

~ hand in Kol doc’s rape—murder

Kolkata: Traces of blood
and skin found under the
nails of the 31-yvear-old post-
graduate trainee doctor
found raped and murdered at
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital are of
arrested suspect Sanjay Roy
and correspond to his inju-
ries, forensic tests confirmed
Sunday in what constitutes
the strongest evidence yvet of
him being the perpetrator of
the crime, The emergence of
what investigators said was
clinching evidence against
traffic police volunteer Roy
coincided with his police-
womansisterdisowning him
and demanding the harshest
punishment for him.

Dncmrs and nursing staff protest
against the rape and murder of a
doctor, in Kolkata on Sunday

CM Mamata Banerjee,
who ordered police to ensure
afast-track trial, said the per-
petrator of such a “despica-
blecrime" must be “hanged”.

Investigators said the vie-
tim, whowas cremated in her
native place Sunday, provid-
ed the evidence they needed

against her rapist-killer
“She fought and caused deep
Injury marks and scratches
on the hands of the accused.
Based on the forensic medi-
cal investigation, the inju-
ries on Roy's body match the
skin and blood samples col-
lected from the nails of the
victim,” a police officer said.
The postmortem report
states the death was caused
by smothering and throt-
tling, and the judicial inquest
was wrong in suggesting a
collarbone and pelvis frac-
ture. The SIT intends to meet
the forensic team that con-
ducted the postmortem to be
sure if the victim's injuries
were caused by Roy alone or
if he had an accomplice.
(With inputs from
Diebobrata Shome)

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Rain fury in the
north left 30 people dead on
Sunday across Rajasthan, Hi-
machal, UP and Punjab, where
nine from an extended family
were washed away after their
car sank in a stream. At least
five people were missing. Ra-
jasthan, especially Jaipur and

» Related reports, P11

Health workers wade through a
waterlogged area near a hospital
after rainfall in Patna on Sunday

Bharatpur, bore the brunt,
with 16 deaths and two people
missing. The dead included
threemenwhowentforadipin
Jaipur’s Kanota dam. Two oth-
ers in the group are missing.

In Bharatpur, seven young
men posing for reels near the
Banganga fell into the river
and lost their livesafter ground
beneath them caved in. Three
vouths drowned in a rain-fed
pond in Jhanjhunu after get-
ting stuck in sludge. In Karauli
district, which witnessed a
flood-like situation withrecord
rainfall of 380mm on Sunday, a
man and his 10-year-old son Jia
were Killed when a portionof a
neighbour’s house collapsed
ontheir home. Jodhpurreport-
ed one death, of a 17-year-old
who drowned in Koilana lake
during a trekking trip.

The rainfall caused wide-
spread damage throughout Ra-
Jjasthan. CM Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma reviewed the situation Su-
nday and told officials to pro-
videtimely helpto the affected.

In Punjab’s Hoshiarpur, the
nine died when their Innova
was negotiating a seasonal
stream at Jaijon Doaba village
on the border with Himachal.
According to locals, the driver
apparently misjudged the
depth of the stream after
watching a bulldozer wade in
and cross it. A teen wasrescued
but two were still missing.

“The strong flow swept the
Innova away, Two-three of us
immediately rushed to get a
rope and the bulldozer driver
tried to reach them, but he had
tofall back due to the swift cur-
rents. Those inside the vehicle
were washed away, but a teen-
aged boy was pushed to the
side of the stream and we
pulled himout,” said avillager.

In Himachal, three girls
died and one person was mis-
sing after landslides and flash
floods over the last two days.

In UP's Jalaun, a woman
and her seven-vear-old son
died after the roof of their
house collapsed following rain.

IED explosion near
home kills ex-MLA's
wife in Manipur

Kangkan.Kalital
@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: A former Manipur
ML A's wife was killed in an ex-
plosion Saturday in the com-
pound of an abandoned house
adjacent to theirs in tribal-
dominated Kangpokpi district.
Although the blast was initial-
lv suspected to be a militant at-
tack, police haven't ruled out
the possibility that Yamthong
Haokip’s wife Charubala acci-
dentally lit an TED while burn-
ing waste in the compound be-
longing to a relative in Saikul.
Haokip and their daughter,
who were also home at the time
of the explosion, were unhurt.
Haokip (84) was a two-time
MLA from Saikul who
switched from Congresstothe
coverning BJP ahead of the
2022 assembly polls. Haokip
was a Kangpokpi (hills) na-
tive, while Charubala was
from the valley (Imphal East).

Militants, village
guards exchange
fire, 4 feared killed

ourarmed menare feared

killed in a fratricidal shootout
between militants and village
guards in Manipur's Tengnoupal
district, police said, reports
Kangkan Kalita. A militant
belonging to the United Kuki
Liberation Front and three
village volunteers ofthe same
community were reportedly
killed near Molnom area Friday.

Police are yet to recover the
bodies, but search operations by
central forces continue. Reports
suggest the bodies of the volun-
teers have been keptinanearby
village. As the fight was betw-
een two groups of a community
and not between two different
communities, CM N Biren Singh
said there was no cause for
alarm of acommunal clash.

Maha rock art now ‘protected monument’ 450 helipads for Naveen aide under scanner

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: In a major move to-
wards conservation, state govt
has notified geoglyphs and pe-
troglyphs in Ratnagiri as ‘pro-
tected monuments’ under the
Maharashira Ancient Monu-
ments and Archaeological Sit-
es and Remains Act, 1960. The
group of petroglyphs at Deud,
Ratnagiri, dates back to the
Mesolithicera (roughly 20,000-
10,000 yvears ago), according to
a notification by culture de-
partment, Geoglyphs and pe-
iroglyphs are different tvpes
of ancient art forms, both in-
volving the creation of images
or designs on the earth’s sur-
face or rock surfaces.

The petroglyphs depict a
rhino, deer, monkey, donkey,

The petroglyphs date har:k to the Mesulrthlc era IIE'EI Dﬂﬂ ll} DIZH] yrs agﬂ}

and footprints, as per the noti-
fication. It said this group of
petroglyphs in Konkan holds
exiraordinary importance as
it represents the creations of
Mesolithic humans; the total
area around the monument to
be protected is 210 sq metres,
While seven — one 17-ft
long — have been discovered

in Umbarle village, Dapoli ta-

tentative World Heritage list.
“While most commonrock
art in India are in the form of
rock paintings, rock etchings,
cup marks and ring marks, the
large concentration of geo-
glyphs on the laterite plateaus
(Sada) in Konkan are unique
and most remarkable open-air
ensembles of prehistoric hu-
man expression... These are
distinct concentrations of
pictorial representations that
include marine and riverine
(life, as well as mammals), rep-

luka, the eighth is in Borkhat
village, Mandangad taluka.
Clusters of geoglyphs are
spread along 900 km of the
Konkan coast in Maharashtra
and Goa. Ratmagiri alone is
home to more than 1,500 such
artworks across 70 sites, seven
of which are on the Unesco’s

tiles, amphibian and avian life
which wvanished from the
region centuries ago,” the
Unescodescription states,

Conservationists have ex-
pressed concerns over a pro-
posed oil refinery in Barsu,
warning that it could damage
the geoglyphs inthe area.

Riyan.Ramanath
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: Days after
Odisha commerce and trans-
port minister Bibhuti Bhu-
sanJenacalled forathorough
probe into VK Pandian's heli-
copter rides, state law minis-
ter Prithiviraj Harichandan
on Sunday said the govt will
investigate how 450 helipads
were constructed to land the
chopper carrving the bureau-
crat-turned-politician.

Pandian, a close aide of
former chief minister Na-
veen Patnaik, took helicopter
rides between Feb and Sept
last year during BJD govt to
interact with the public and
gather feedback.

“We will investigate who
covered the cost of the heli-

Pandian took helicopter rides
between Feb and Sept last
year, when BJD was in office,
to interact with the public.
‘We will probe who covered
the cost of the rides,’ Odisha
minister Harichandan said

copter rides. Clarity must be
provided on this matter. It
needs a thorough probe. At
the govt level, helipads were
constructed wherever the
helicopter landed, and govt
funds were used. He (Pan-
dian) visited 400-450 places. It
is not clear who authorized
this and how the authoriza-
tion was issued. A depart-
ment secretary does not have

the authority to use helicop-
ters. How, then, was permis-
sion granted?” asked Hari-
chandan. Pandian was the 3T
secretary at the time.
Harichandan, also the
works minister, added that
BJP govt will include every-
thing in the investigation.
“After the investigation is
complete, we will consider
the appropriate puni-

shment,” he told reporters.

Odisha Soochana Adhi-
kar Abhijan, a group of RTI
activists, staged ademonstra-
tion on July 24, alleging mis-
use of helicopters and char-
tered flights by Pandian, who
took wvoluntary retirement
from IAS in October and
joined BJD the following
month. He campaigned ex-
tensively for the party in
Lok Sabha and assembly
elections.

In response to the minis-
ters’ callsforan investigation
into the helicopter rides, BJD
functionarv Sambit Routray
said, “BJP and Congress
functionaries should focus
on whether there has been de-
velopment across the state.
Why are they concerned with
who rode what?"”
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Himanshi Dhawan &
Ananya Khera | TNN

ne person clutched a
pale pink Dior suit-
case, another took a
duvet, some seized
livestock, another
gang gleefully unfurled a red zari
sari. As protestors forced out the
Sheikh Hasina government from
Bangladesh, the scenes at the
prime minister’s residence
evoked both carnival and may-
hem. A few vears ago in Sri Lan-
ka, mobs had ransacked the pres-
idential palace, some diving into
the pool, others lolling on the
former president’s high four-post-
er bed. In Kabul, there were im-
ages of Taliban fighters using the
presidential palace gym.

NUSRAT CHOWDHURY,
PROFESSOR

The objects found in
Gonobhaban are suffused
with the aura of power. In

touching, destroying, or
pilfering these objects, the
crowds saw themselves as

partaking of a power that
until then was elusive

These recent events in our
neighbourhood come out of differ-
ent histories and backgrounds. But
the scenes are familiar: the storm-
ing of the citadels, the sense of a
vacuum, the toppling of statues, the
jubilation of the new order that
often proves short lived.

Iconic oil paintings form our
imagination of famous revolutions.
Newspaper photographs and TV
cameras recorded the upheavals of
the last century. Today's political
uprisings are captured by smart-
phone selfies and satirised through
memes. They are “a way of map-
ping vourself in historical events,”

Mob madness or revolutionary joy? Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and other sites of

TIMES Special
Why regime changes come with

selfies and toppling of statues

uprisings may be very different but bring up similar visuals and emotions

says Subir Sinha, South Asia direc-
tor at School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies (SOAS), London,

Regimes can be toppled by a
relatively peaceful popular up-
surge, foreign invasions, violent
rebellions, military coups or pal-
ace takeovers. The situation in
Bangladesh or Sri Lanka can't be
conflated with Afghanistan, or the
Arab spring experience, or that of
eastern Europe throwing off com-
munism. But as far apart as they
are, the moment of public disorder
looks similar. “Sab taj uchhale jay-
enge, sab takht giraye jayenge”

the day of revolution, or judge-
ment, in the famous poem by Faiz
Ahmed Faiz imagines the rule of
the people, rather than icons who
falsely claim to represent them.

Every uprising has an inflec-
tion point. In Bangladesh, years of
steady growth had ended after Cov-
id, political fissures widened, and
the election was widely seen as
meaningless. Sri Lanka, mean-
while, had seen a severe economic
crisis, with 50% inflation, power
cuts and shortages. Austerity
measures were prescribed for the
people, even as then President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa continued to
enjoy a life of luxury.

But what to make of these dra-
matic ruptures, when mobs ram-
page through the seat of power,
taking what they want? It is the
distance between those in power
and ordinary eitizens that makes
for such eruptions, says Nusrat
Chowdhury, professor of anthropol-
ogy at Amherst College, Massachu-
setts. “In Bangladesh and many
parts of South Asia, public proper-
ty is used as private luxury by re-
aimes that thrive on nepotism and
crony capitalism. Ordinary people
have to wait in traffic for hours as
VIPs pass through.” Over time, this
alienation builds up, and taxpay-

Al Image

DIFFERENT LENS: Iconic oil paintings formed our imagination of famous
revolutions. Today's political uprisings are captured by smartphones

er-funded property becomes per-
ceived as a fortress to lay siege to.
“(onobhaban, Hasina's residence,
literally means the home of the
people, but every news outlet has
been describing it as her palace. It
was guarded like one, with very few
people ever having an idea how
luxurious or palatial it was until
the crowds stomped on its grounds,”
says Chowdhury:

But leaders like Hasina and
Rajapaksa had relatively modest
lifestyles. The fall of famous ty-
rants has exposed far more eve-pop-
ping visuals of opulence. In Libya,
armed rebels posed on barogque
furniture in Gaddafi’'s palace.
There were stories of the expensive
things found in Malacanang Pal-
ace, the residence of ousted Philip-
pines president Ferdinand Marcos.
The estimated 3,000 pairs of shoes
belonging to the first lady, Imelda
Marcos, have become the stuff of
legend. The huge marble palace,
crystal chandeliers and brocade
wallpaper of Romania's commu-
nist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu

were dismantled by mobs, and re-
vealed to the world.

Of course, those who storm the
fortresses also help themselves to
the booty This kind of ‘soft vandal-
ism’ brings a thrill to many protes-
tors because “it represents a funda-
mental sense of victory,” says Mi-
chael Kugelman, director of the
South Asia Institute at the Wilson
Center in Washington DC, This
looting is not just about economic
gain. “The objects found in Gonob-
haban are suffused with the aura
of power, a power that until that
moment seemed all-encompassing,
invincible, In touching, destroving,
or pilfering these objects, the
crowds saw themselves as partak-
ing of a power that until then was
elusive. In other words, these ob-
jects are now fetishes,"” says Chow-
dhury. The Bangladesh uprising
was one of the most documented
events of its kind. Official narra-
tives were belied by thousands of
TikTok videos and YouTube shorts,
which were like a visual archive of
the violence inflicted on protestors,

says Chowdhurv. As the Hasina
regime clung on to power, security
forces fired at protesting crowds
from helicopters. This fuelled great-
er rage, including targeting any-
thing linked to Hasina, her party or
family, says Kugelman.

In Dhaka, protestors defaced
and took down a statue of Hasina's
father and Bangladesh’s founding
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rehman.
“Personally, I find these attacks
distasteful and short-sighted.”
says Naomi Hossain. a SOAS pro-
fessor. “Young people do get
over-excited and try to show their
passion by destroyving symbols
that matter to others, as we have
seen in recent vears in Sri Lanka,
South Africa, Kenya, Europe and
North America,” she adds, But
this iconoclasm is part of the mo-
ment, say others. “In Bangladesh.,
all governmental and non-govern-
mental establishments were forced
to display portraits of the PM and
her father, Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. This, along with the fact that
any criticism of the PM or her
father was deemed criminal, made
this moment of ‘release’ histori-
cal,” says Chowdhury,

Far more concerning are the
reports of attacks on religious mi-
norities and Awami League sup-
porters, savs Hossain. While the
picture is still blurry, and it's also
been blamed on the Awami
League’s vouth militia, even as the
BNP and Jamaat try to present
themselves as reformed actors, “a
tiny minority of bad actors still
wants violence, and seem to be
armed, organised, and very danger-
ous,” she says. A popular uprising
cannot be exactly planned, wrote
Ryszard Kapuscinski, a reporter
who chronicled many global turn-
ing points, from Iran to Ethiopia.
“The hour of that outbreak takes
evervone, even those who have been
striving for it, unawares. . .It demaol-
ishes so ruthlessly that in the end
it may annihilate the ideals that
called it into being.”

No ruffing it! How AC first class

became the ‘kutton ka dabba’

The premium coach is a howling success

with pet parents who don’t want to park
their furry babies in plane cargo holds and
train luggage vans

Mohua Das & Manthan K Mehta | THNN

lady, slightly flustered and with

her execitable cocker spaniel in

tow, was recently navigating the

Bombay Central platform in
search of the first-class coach. Desperate
for directions, she stopped a coolie for help,
who responded with a knowing nod, “Oh,
you mean ‘kutton ka dabba’” Confused,
she corrected him, “No, no, AC first class!”
Unfazed, the coolie insisted, “Haan wohi
toh...kutton ka dabba!™

And just like that, the elite class had
earned an unexpected nickname among
train attendants. And why not? The AC
first-class two-berth coupes or four-berth
cabins have quickly become the preferred
ride for passengers with tails and their dot-
ing owners, given that they make for a
stress-free alternative to the nerve-wrack-
ing options available otherwise.

Not that there are too many choices. In
trains, none of the other coaches allow pets
in the compartments. They can only be
carried in a dog box in the second-class
luggage and a brake van (SLR), while cur-
rently, only a few airlines like Air India and
Akasa, allow domestic pets — dogs and cats
in the cabin. However, the combined
weight of the pet and its container must

TRAVELLING IN STYLE

PET PASSENGERS IN AC FIRST
CLASS SEE SURGE

Western Railways
2021-2022 /. ..

(64%
2023-2024

Central Railways
20212022 570 (0%
s JI5€

22 L

Source: Railway data

not exceed 7 kg and heav-
1er ones must be trans-
ported in the cargo com-
partment as baggage.

Ranju Panicker cred-
its her first-class train
journeys from Delhi to Bengaluru to her
feline trio, Coffee, Chase and Yoshi. “Not
fat-shaming, but my furry babies are way
over that limit. There's no way I was send-
ing them in cargo,” she laughs.

Prashi Chaturvedi recounts her jour-
ney from Mathura to Mumbai on the August
Kranti Rajdhani Express with her parents
and their indie dog, Ginger. “We were three
of us but secured an extra ticket in the four-
berth cabin,” she says. “It was a breeze. We
just needed to show up %0 minutes early and
take the dog to the luggage booking depart-
ment where they weighed it, checked for
vaccinations and for around Rs 200, Ginger
had his ticket. He could roam around, and
we could even take him for quick walks at
gtation stops,” she says, waving off flights
as a “nightmare”.

Flying can be challenging for dogs, espe-
cially elderly ones or those with health or
behavioural issues, Aircrafts make
for loud noises, bright lights, crowds
and rapid changes in air pressure
and cabin temperature while for
pets relegated to the second-class
luggzage van on trains or the car-
o0 hold on flights, the experience
can be even more daunting, sep-
arated from their beloved owners
and placed in an unfamiliar envi-
ronment for hours.

Western Railway’s chief public
relations officer Vineet Abhishek
says, “Many passengers find train
travel less stressful because it offers
ample space for movement and
allows pets to stay in a familiar |
environment with their owners,
which significantly re- | e
duces anxiety” - / !

Aarushi Bhaumik, - “1\\;{ ¥,
who recently moved from 3 -

AS PARIS OLYMPICS DRAWS TO A CLOSE,

A LOOK AT ITS FIVE VIRAL STARS

{§ THE NAME IS BOND

South Korean pistol shooter Kim Ye-ji
not only won a silver medal in the 10m air
pistol women's event, but also countless
fans for her style. An all-black attire, a
cap turned around, futuristic
gaming-like glasses and a

her to internet fame.

Some said the 31-year-old
| looked straight out of
a James Bond film,
while others drew
manga versions of
her icy cool
avatar.

savage demeanor catapulted

.} \

was going for a walk in the park, with
one hand tucked in his pocket.

There was no fancy gear, only a
T-shirt and a pair of everyday
glasses. The everyday-
ness of his style led

to wild speculations,
including jokes about him
being a retired hitman on
one final mission: winning an

|

s

HITMAN-NEXT-DOOR

Turkish shooter Yusuf Dikec became
an online sensation for quite the opposite
reason. Unlike Ye-ji, Dikec looked as if he

;:i' A (Y

Olympic medal.

travel. “It was worth every penny,” she says
with relief, Later travels included her sec-
ond dog, Ghost.
The pets also have their run of the place
— a whole floor to scamper on and their
very own berth. “Ginger loved climbing up
to his berth, playing with his softball and
staring out of the window like he owned
the view,” says Chaturvedi, recounting how
her dog's impeccable behaviour sur-
prised even her. “Normally; he barks at
strangers but on the train, he was a
model passenger,” she says, chuckling
about her pet's friendly interactions
with the ticket checker:

Mridula Ivengar from Powai has twice
hit the tracks with her three-vear-old in-
die, Noor, in a first-class coupe. The first
trip was from Mumbai to Goa in 2022,
where Noor settled comfortably in their
private two-berth coupe with her own
sheet. The most recent journey was from
Mumbai to Chandigarh, alongside six oth-
er pets and their parents, all booked into

first-class cabins. A sight that brought a
range of reactions from fellow passengers
who witnessed the entire canine spectrum
onboard. “We had indies to Great Danes.

e While some loved it and a few were wary

Mumbai to Coimbatore, knows this all too
well having tried out all the options with her
canine companions, Dobbie and Ghost. “Dob-
bie's like my kid,” she says, reminiscing
about her first big trip together with the indie
—who she found on a fateful night under her
building — for a post-pandemic escapade to
(z0a with friends in September 2021.
“Because of my travel companions and
budget constraints, I booked myself in the
eeneral compartment and had to put Dobbie
in the brake van,” she says. It's an experience
she vows never torepeat. “It was trau-
matic for her. The coach was miles
away, so | was unable to comfort her
through the journey. The frain
was loud, dark, and dingy and by
morning when we reached, she
was too scared to step out.”
Determined to spare Dob-
bie from further distress,
Bhaumik opted for a two-
: ‘-":f.‘"‘_. bherth coupe on her
\ return journey, de-
gpite the higher
cost almost bor-
dering plane

PAWSOME PASSENGERS:
Mridula lyengar and
MNoor (above) have
taken three train trips,
while Ranju Panicker's
- cats have made their
&> way from Delhi to

= % Bengaluru in first-class

o
-

during our pee-poo breaks at station halts,
people gladly created a corridor for the dogs
to cruise in and out of the train.”

Sharvil Shringarpure, founder of Pawd-
venture started four vears ago to organise
train and road trips for pet parents, says:
*Urban life often stifles dogs” natural in-
stincts but socialisation, mental stimula-
tion, and physical activity are crucial for
their well being. Road-tripping is only via-
ble if you have ample time but the ease and
comfort of AC first-class train travel has
revolutionised the way pet parents travel
with their four-legged kids.”

The idea of pets travelling in first-class
not just intrigues passengers but also train
staff and cleaning attendants, who Ivengar
calls ‘the class monitors’, “For many, seeing
adogenjoying first-class perks was a novelty”

“What was nice is that the staff seemed
to enjoy themselves, seeing and interact-
ing with the pets. They never made us feel
unwanted, which can sometimes be the
case in public scenarios,” adds Bhaumik.

Une particularly amusing incident in-
volved a chaiwalla who froze upon seeing
dogs in the cabin. When reassured that
Noor, Ivengar's dog, was gentle and harm-
less, he went about his rounds, only to re-
turn later with an observation: “Noor looks
just like Rani Mukeriji. Both have the same
kind of light eves!” laughs Ivengar, recalling
the episode. “*The moment was both funny
and humanising, that a dog, usually seen as
belonging to the streets, can also be beauti-
ful and deserving of care, just like a human
child,” smiles Ivengar,
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Haathi & saathi: What

animals can teach us
about luv, shuv, shaadi

mid a backdropof icy grey
acacia trees, four elephants
stood in a trance, A female
recognisable by the ge-
ometric planes of her head and three
bull elephants. Perched on the boune-
ing seats of a khaki jeep, I had stum-
bled upon a primeval mating ritual.
The elephants moved slowly. Ap-
proaches. Rejections. Swiping right
and left with their trunks. The mating
was short-lived and clumsy Like a
section of Indian men, bull elephants
also seem to believe that if two min-
utes are good enough for Maggi noo-
dles, then it's good enough for them.
Our safari guide, who could be mis-
taken for Shikari Shambu, informed
us that the elephants would mate
several times over the next few
days and then go their own way,
The resulting calf would be
raised by a herd of predomi-
nantly female elephants.

This was a common phe-
nomenon among the mam-
mals [ spotted in Tanzania:
lionesses protecting their cubs
and tiny wildebeests running along-
side their moms and aunts. Commu-
nities of females raising their voung,
with males either absent, or wander-
ing in and out without doing much of
the heavy lifting. I found it intriguing
how we humans evolved from these
collective structures into units of two
and decided that our mating rituals
had to include both monogamy and
matrimonyv. Why did we confine our-
selves ina ZBHEK, hum-do-hamare-do
cage? And if marriage is about ever-
lasting love, why does it seem to run
out faster than an Eveready battervy?

A little digging into history
brought up a startling fact. The con-
cept of marriage had initially noth-
ing to do with love but was due to the
advent of agriculture. When we were
nomads, it didn't matter if the child
vou were carrying was Sharma ji's
from the neighbouring cave or that
foolish Desai’s who was scared of the
rain. Then came farming, and land
became an ownable commodity Men
needed to ensure that only their bio-
logical children would inherit their
assets. Enter wedlock, a mechanism
to tie down a woman by making the
prosperity of her children dependent
on her monogamy, Only around the
18th century did luv, shuv and all the
bheja fry that entailed enter the fray,

While a marriage does have its
chafing issues, it has some surprising
medical advantages. A recent paper
published in the Annals of Behay-
loural Medicine found that people
who never married were twice as
likely to die early as those in solid
marriages. It’s men, though, who
seem to wither away without part-
ners, while women tend to put on
their lipstick and just get on with it.
There is also enough research that
shows raising a family with a reliable
partner has definite advantages over
being a single parent. But how do yvou
sleep next to a partmer when, at least
twice a week, you are overcome with
the urge to strangle them —and that's
not counting the times when their
snoring is louder than the baboons
chattering outside vour tent. While
philosophers and self-help gurus dis-
sect human nature, I chose to focus
on nature itself, observing the tech-
niques animals use as their survival
often hinges on a delicate balance of
cooperative hunting strategies and
symbiotic relationships.

1. Hyena's Hustle: Hyenas don't
battle with lions for a share of the kill.
They approach stealthily and run
away with a juicy bit, Instead of con-
stant confrontations, perhaps some-
times we should just resort to trick-

ery. When vour partner starts singing
Punjabi songs at ear-shattering deci-
bels, asking him to stop may become
a battle of freedom like he is Gandhi
jifighting for swaraj. Instead distract
him with questions like, *‘What was
that movie we saw that day with that
guy? It was on Netflix, remember?’
While his mind does multiple cart-
wheels, enjoy the blissful silence.

2. Bonhomie of Baboons: |
watched baboons grooming each oth-

TWINKLE
KHANNA

er and playing together. These crea-
tures tend to live in large groups
where females make lifelong bonds.
After entering a relationship, women
especially tend to concentrate pri-
marily on their partners. Focus isa

Hlustrations: Chad Crowe

dangerous thing if directed only in
one direction. It's how a magnifving
glass sets paper on fire. Perhaps we
are better off strengthening our so-
cial network like baboons. Basically,
keep vour man close but vour girl-
friends even closer:

3. Girafte’'s Gaze: Giraffes seem
to be eternally scanning the land-
gscape. In relationships as well, it's
better to look through a wide angle
instead of a zoom lens. Your partner’s
poor jokes and preference tor mum-
myv's rajma can feel like significant
grievances in the moment but fade
away a week later:

4. Hint from Hippos: Hippos
communicate through grunts, roars,
and sprays of water. Our guide told
us that these signals convey their
moods and avoid conflicts within
their group. Communication in a
marriage is often not about what vou
are saving but how you present it. |
have a friend who, whether she 1is
asking her husband to empty the bin
or share her birvani, always begins

by calling him ‘baby’. I used to laugh
at her in our twenties but looking at
them still going strong three decades
later; 1 have to say that effective com-
munication is the true Fevicol ka Jod.

5. Cheetah’s Composure: Chee-
tahs are gifted with speed, but they
wait and go for the kill only when
the time is right. Instead of getting
into heated discussions over whose
turn it was to take vour kid shop-
ping for sneakers and why dirty
clothes are on the floor, wait till you
both have downed a glass of wine
or whatever beverage helps vou see
the world through rose-tinted glass-
es. Then, when your partner, like
the grazing impala, has his guard
down, launch vour attack.

On our last game drive, we saw
another herd, with a solitary bull el-
ephant walking far ahead of the fe-
males with calves. The bull elephant
had my husband’s sympathies. ‘Poor
guy, he is all alone.” I was more fo-
cused on how the male could wander
off as he pleased, while the females
had to take care of the voung. That, |
suppose, is marriage in a nutshell —
two people looKing at the same sce-
nario with different interpretations
and then bickering over what is right,
and often these days, why right is
wrong and left is right.

Driving back to camp that
evening, the guide pointed out a
pair of birds called tik-tik who are
50 devoted to each other that when
one dies, the other sometimes Kills
itself by eating poisonous grass. |
told my husband, ‘Acha, if 1 die first,
vou better eat poisonous grass too.
If 1 see your second wife walking
around with my handbags, [ prom-
ise I will come and haunt you both.’

He shook his head and replied, ‘1
want to eat that poisonous grass
right now, at least then I won't have
to listen to all this nonsense.” Then
he swatted a mosquito on my arm,
the human equivalent of baboons
delousing each other. We continued
engaging in the complex choreogra-
phy of cooperation, affection and
mutual tolerance as our jeep raced
against the setting sun.

3

crotch before falling to
the ground. Later, it
was clarified that his
failure to qualify was
due to his knees
touching the pole

e
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SIZE MATTERS

Not even in his wildest dreams
could French pole-vaulter Anthony
Ammirati have predicted the reason
he'd become one of the most talked
about athletes in Paris. His attempts to
clear the pole took a rather awkward
turn when he missed the height and
accidentally hit the pole with his bulging

first, not his private parts. But

by then, clips of the moment had

J ' gone viral, Ammirati's social media

followers had shot up, and an adult

entertainment company even made
him a $250,000 job offer!

=

TT GRANNY

It's never too late to make your dreams come true.

That's what table tennis player Zeng Zhiying reminded

everyone as she made Olympic debut at the age of 58. (
Nearly four decades after she missed out on being selected

to represent China in 1984, Zeng qualified as part of the Chile
team. Even though she lost in the opening round, ‘table tennis

Grandma’ earned a lot of affection.

CLARK KENT 2.0

In a discipline focused on physique, US gymnast
Stephen Nedoroscik, now dubbed the Pommel Horse guy,
became an overnight sensation for something else: his

nerdy demeanor. The bespectacled 25-year-old, who has
a disease that renders his eyes permanently
dilated, solved the Rubik’s Cube about 100
times to prepare for the final. Before
B executing a medal-winning performance
he took off his glasses, drawing
comparisons to a Clark Kent-to-
Superman transformation.
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Improve potato
supply: Odisha
CM to Mamata
amid shortage

Bhubaneswar: Odisha chief
minister Mohan Charan Maj-
hion Sundayspoketohis West
Bengal counterpart Mamata
Banerjee and requested her to
improve potato supplw

During a telephonic con-
versation, Majhi said the sup-
ply of potatoes to Odisha had
improved after their meeting
in New Delhi, but now the sit-
uation deteriorated again.

“Banerjee has assured
himof a ppr:}pridte stepstore-
solve the issue,” the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) said
inastatement.

The Odisha CM dialled Ba-
nerjee after the West Bengal
Police allegedly installed
CCTV cameras in border vil-
lages to check unauthorised
transportation of potatoes to
Odisha. Odisha govt has start-
ed selling potatoes at Rs 100 for
3 kg in retail shops across the
state under the public distri-
bution svstem (PDS).

Odisha food supply and
consumer welfare minister K
C Patra on Sunday said pota-
toes have been sent to various
places in the state through
the MNational Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Feder-
ationof India Ltd.

Odisha has been facing an
acute potato crisis afterWest
Bengal stopped the transporta-
tion of the tuber. pPm

Bengalis labelled Bangladeshis, D
attacked i in _Odlsha. Didi to Majhi ™

Odisha DGP: No
Major Violence,
Will Take Action

Tinmes News NETWORK

Kolkata/Bhubaneswar:
Bengal chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee contacted
Sunday her Odisha counter-
part Mohan Charan Majhi,
urging his intervention fol-
lowing reports of Bengali-
speaking workers being as-
saulted and labelled as *“Ban-
gladeshis” by local vigilante
oroups in his state,

Four videos surfaced on
social media over the past 24
hours, purportedly showing
attacks on Bengali-speaking
people in Odisha.

Attacks were reported
from Jajpur, Kendrapada,
Jagatsinghpur, and Sambal-
pur districts in 0Odisha,
where locals confronted
Bengali-speaking workers,
demanding proof of their In-
dian citizenship. In one vid-

a hawker from Bengal's
Ranaghat was assaulted in
Kendrapara for not having a
physical Aadhaar card, de-
spite showing a digital copy.
An attacker is heard saying
that he was a Bangladeshi.

Another clip shows a

Bangladeshi Hindus hold a protest rally condemning atrocities
committed against them, in Dhaka on Sunday

man suffer a head injury af-
ter being attacked on suspi-
cion of being a Bangladeshi.
In Sambalpur, over 30 Benga-
li-speaking workers were
taken to Ainthapali police
station but were released af-
ter their Indian citizenship
was verified.

Banerjee requested Maj-
hi to ensure the safe return
of any workers wishing to
leave Odisha. In response,
Odisha govt instructed po-
lice to remain vigilant
against attacks on Bengali-
speaking people suspected
of being illegal immigrants.

Odisha DGP Arun Saran-
i said: “There was no major
violence and police have act-
ed promptly on isolated inci-

dents of Bengali-speaking
people being targeted. Ac-
tion will be taken against the
guilty as per law.”

Bengal Migrant Welfare
Board has launched a help-
line (18001030009) for those
facing such attacks. Rajva
Sabha MP Samirul Islam,
who heads the board. urged
affected people toseek assist-
ance through the helpline.

The alleged attacks
stemmed from fears that
Bangladeshi refugees have
illegally entered Odisha
amidst the upheaval in the
neighbouring nation that
saw the ouster of Sheikh Ha-
sina’s govt and the forma-
tion of an interim adminis-
tration Thursday

11 Bangladeshis :
held m WB, NE
for illegal entry

New Delhi/Kolkata: Elev-
en Bangladeshis have been
arrested for illegally enter-
ing India, Border Security
Force (BSF) said on Sunday,

“Two each were appre-
hended at West Bengal and
Tripura borders, while sev-
en werecaughtat Meghalaya
border, We have not vet as-
certained or confirmed their
political affiliations, but all
are from Bangladesh,” said
BSF's South Bengal Frontier
in Kolkata.

After preliminary ques-
tioning, they will be handed
over to the respective state po-
lice for further legal action, a
BSTFspokesperson stated.

An Awami League stu-
dent wing functionary, ar-
rested by the BSF at the Ben-
gal border on Saturday, was
produced before Murshida-
bad's Jangipur court for
crossing the border without
valid papers. BSF has
thwarted several infiltration
attempts and sent back thou-
sands of Bangladeshis in re-
centdays with theassistance
of Border Guard Bangla-
desh (BGB). Tun/aceENCIES

am gate gives way, puts lakhs

in K’taka, Andhra at flood risk

Chamaraj Savadi| Tnn

Munirabad (Koppal): La-
khs of people in Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh braced
for potential flooding after the
19th erest gate of the 7l-vear-
old dam across the Tungabha-
dra river failed Sunday after-
noon. The dam, about 350km
from Bengaluru, saw water
gushingout after the gate gave
way, putting downstream dis-
tricts in north Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool
and Nandyal on high alert.

The Tungabhadra dam,
inaugurated in 1953 with a
maximum storage capacity
of 133TMCFT (thousand mil-
lion cubic feet), had
100TMCFET of water as of Sat-
urday, with the remaining
BTMCFT being silt. Of the 33
crest gates at the dam, 22 were
opened Saturday evening, re-
leasingnearly 1lakh cusecsof
water into the river:

Districts downstream of
dam, including those in AP,
have been put on high alert.
Karnataka deputy CM DK
Shivakumar visited the site to
assess the situation. “On Sat-
urday night, 40,000 cusecs of
water was being released into
Tungabhadra river through
10 crest gates. At 12.50am, the
19th gate malfunctioned, caus-
ing a huge flow of water into
theriver,” hesaid.

{Inputsfrom Samdani
MNin Vijayvawada)

Water gushes out of the 71-year-old dam on the Tungabhadra river

‘Extreme rainfall’ risks
to rise for India: Study

Pune: Extreme rainfall
events in India may see a sig-
nificant rise by the end of
this century with the West-
ern Ghats and central India
likely to be most affected, re-
ports Neha Madaan.

An Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) study published re-
cently in ‘Nature' attributed
the likelv rise to high carbon
dioxide emissions in the at-
mosphere. It also indicated
increased risks for the east-
ern coastal region and foot-
hills of the Himalayvas.

Areas experiencing ex-
tremely heavy rainfall during
long-duration extreme events
are likely to increase by 18%
by years 2071-2100 compared to
1982-2014. Currently, about 8%
of India’s land area sees such

exireme rainfall. Intensity of
extreme rainfall thresholds
are projected to rise by 58%
under high carbon dioxide
emission scenario.

The study projects a two-
fold increase in long-dura-
tion extreme events (lasting
3-6 days) compared to short-
duration events. Such pro-
longed wet spells can have a
socio-economic impact.

II'T™ scientist Jasti S
Chowdary said, “By the end
of the century, we project that
the total number of days with
extreme rainfall could rise to
ninedays per year for long-du-
ration events, up from about
four days now. In the far fu-
ture, monsoon rainfall is pro-
jected to increase by 6% and
21%, respectively, under mod-
erate and high scenarios.”

Natwar: From Cong’s ‘charmed

Twin-seater
aircraft on test
flight crashes,

~ Maratha quota protesters halt Pawar’s
convoy, activist tries selt-immolation

circle’ to persona non grata

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: He could have been
anything and he did become ev-
ervthing. A roval who wore
many hats and a diplomat who
was witty and also excelled at
arts and letters. A politician
who had the free pass as some-
one “close” to four generations
of the Gandhi family, starting
with Nehru. Natwar Singh
achieved so much and more,
that his death could have been a
glowing celebration across par-
tisan lines,

But when Singh did depart
at the ripe age of 93, he was re-
membered as a bitter man who
had a sad falling out with the
Gandhi family, with a cloud of
corruption over his head, and
his counter charges against
Congress and its leadership.
And, asaman who shook hands
with “communal forces” out of
personal pique.

Singh’s journey from Con-
gress towards BJP dominated
his obituaries, when the man
could have been toasted just
for the breadth of his experi-
ences, nicely compressed in his
book ‘Profiles and Letters’
about his elite acquaintances,
that included EM Forster and
Rajagopalachari.

Singh was a member of the
Congress's “charmed circle”,
since he joined politics and be-
came an MP and minister in
1984, after arich life asdiplomat
of 1FS who had served key post-
ings in China, the US, Pakistan

and the UK. He was close to Indi-
ra Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, and
then to Sonia Gandhi. But the
dominant and defining chapter
of hislifecame with the Volcker

Report and the allegations
about his having benefitted
from ‘"0Oil for Food' programme
of the UN byusinghis acquaint-
ance with then Iragi strongman
Saddam Hussein. That sparked
a furore under the initial days
of the UPA govt led by
Manmohan Singh. Interesting-
ly, the timing of the case in 2001
was when Congress was in the
opposition and Singh was the
head of the party’s foreign af-
fairscell,

Aniel Matherani, who in
2005 was ambassador to Croa-
tia, and two other Congressmen
were said to have gone to Iraq as

part of the party delegation.
Matherani laid the blame on
Singh, and “corroborated” the
allegations thatthe veteran had
laid the ground for benefitting
his son and son’s friend. Singh
contested the claims and point-
ed out that Congress too was
named in the annexures of the
Volcker report.

Singh left the govt and the
party, and quickly turned into
a paraiah. The Justice RS Path-
ak Committee was, as was re-
ported, said to have fixed the re-
sponsibility with Singh. He al-
ways countered the view and in-
gisted that he had been
exonerated, as per his inter-
views and press reports.

From charmed circle to per-
sona non grata, Singh lived his
later years with bitterness, his
comments about Sonia Gandhi,
and even barbs at other members
of thefamily betraying his peeve.

On Sunday, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge paid
tributes to Singh, writing on X:
“Our deepest condolences on
the passing away of Former
Union minister K Natwar
Singh. An acclaimed intellec-
tual and a Padma Bhushan re-
cipient, he made a profound
contribution to India’s diplo-
macy and external affairs. Our
thoughts are with his family
friends and followers.”

Praisinghis personalityand
achievements, Jairam Ramesh
said, “He was truly someone
who has left behind his ‘foot-

2 pilots injured

Bhopal: Two-seater Cessna
152 aircraft, that took off for
a test flight at Madhya Pra-
desh’s Guna airport around
1pm Sunday, crash landed at
the same place around 40
minutes later, injuring its
two pilots. Both are report-
edly out of danger, Cantt po-
lice officials said.

Preliminaryreportssug-
oest engine failure caused
the crash. A detailed probe
will be carried out by avia-
tion officials, said Guna teh-
sildar GS Bairwa.

The injured, Captain V
Chandra Thakur and pilot
Nagesh Kumar, are from
Hvderabad and getting
treated at a local hospital,

The aircraft belonged to
Belgaum Aviation Training
Institute, Karnataka, and
was brought to Guna’s Sha-
Shib Academy for testing
and maintenance. TNw

Abhijeet.Patil@timesofindia.com

Kolhapur: NCP-SCP chief Sharad
Pawar faced the ire of Maratha activ-
ists who halted his convoy in Kurdu-
vadi in Maharashtra’'s Solapur dis-
trict and later an activist tried self-
immolation during his rally in Bar-
shion Sunday,

The activists demanded Pawar to
clear his stance on Maratha reserva-
tion. They let him goafter he expressed
support for their cause. However, bare-
Iy five minutes into his 20-minute
speech at Barshi, Maratha activists
started shouting slogans — “Ek Ma-
ratha Lakh Maratha, Manoj Jarange
Tum Agey Bado Hum Tumhare Saath
Hai" — and waved black flags. Pawar
paused briefly before resuming his
speech, highlighting farmers’ issues,

Soon after, a Maratha activist
doused himself with petrol at the rally
Policemen standing nearby interve-
ned gquickly, extinguishing the flames.

HWH

NCP-SCP president Sharad Pawar and
Congress' Sushilkumar Shinde during a
rally in Solapur district on Sunday

1

They later took him into eustody.
Pawar alleged that PM Narendra
Modi failed to fulfill his promise of
doubling the farmers' income. “In-
stead, the rate of farmer suicides has
doubled. Farmers are not getting fair
prices for their produce,” said Pawar.

Phone, WhatsApp
hacked, claims Sule

CP-SCP MP Supriya Sule has alleged

that her phone and WhatsApp have
been hacked. Ina poston ‘X' on Sunday,
the Baramati IEgISlﬂt{]I‘ requested
people nottocall or
message her. “My
phone and WhatsApp
have been hacked.
Please do not message
or call me. Please note
that | am filing a police
complaint,” Sule wrote. Accordingtoa
source close to the NCP-SCP funct-
ionary, a police complaint regarding the
hacking was lodged online. pm

Healsoaccused the PM of neglect-
ing yvouth issues. “They have no jobs.
Thev are in depression which may
plunge the economy in depression,”

sald Pawar

GASRTU

ASRTU BHAWAN PLOT NO.4-A, PSP Block
Pkt 14, Sac.-8 Dwarka NEW DELHI-110 077

Ph. 011-43294294 Extn. 4041414
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID

NIT NO. 2/2024 - 269" SC (S&C)

A [Tendear
Commencemeant
Date

12/08/2024 11 00 Hrs

B | Tender Forms
request Last Date

10/09/2024 1100 Hrs

Government of India, Ministry of Railways ([

CENTRALISED EMPLOYMENT NOTICE (CEN) No.04/2024
Recruitment of the various posts of Paramedical categories

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the various posts of Paramedical categories in the table
below. The last date for submission of application is 16.09.2024. Application (complete in all respect) must

be submitted ONLINE ONLY.
Opening date of application

Closing date for Submission of Application :

- 17.08.2024
16.09.2024

Name of the Post

Pay Level as| Initial Pay

(%)

Medical
Standard

Total Vacancies
(AllRRBs)

Age as on
01.01.2025

prints on the sands of time’.”

C{Tender Closing

11/09/2024 1100 Hrs

per7thCPC

After 5 yrs in jail,
man cleared of
daughter’s ‘rape’

Dehradun: The additional district
judge of a special Pocso court in
Dehradun acquitted a 42-year-old
man, who had been accused of rap-
ing his 15-vear-old daughterand had
spent the past five years in jail, after
it was found that he had been falsely
incriminated by the girl since he ob-
jected to her bunking school and as-
sociating with a boy, reports Pan-
kul Sharma. Upon scrutinisingthe
evidence and hearing witnesses, the
court discovered that the girl’s beau
had instigated her to implicate her
father in afabricated rape case.

A case was registered on Dec 25,
2019 based on a complaint filed by
Child Welfare Committee (CWC), in

FALSE CHARGES

which the committee members said
that “the girl had told them about
sexual abuse by her father and her
vounger sister also supported her
claim”. The man, who worked as a
laundryman in Dehradun, was ar-
rested and senttojail on Dec 27.

During the investigation, police
recovered some letters written by
the girl to her bovfriend.

Shelater confessed during cross-
questioning that she was in love
with a boy who instigated her to
lodge a false complaint with CWC.

The girl also admitted to being
upset with her father due to his dis-
approval of her relationship with
the boy and skipping school,

Furthermore, during the trial,
the doctor informed the court that
the girl's medical reports came neg-
ative, and it could not be confirmed
that she had been raped. After re-
viewing the evidence, the court de-
clared the man innocent and issued
an acquittal order last week.

Date (CAT-1

(For the Wards of Kashmiri Migrants into Professional and Technical Institutions)
1. Applicabions are invited from the wards of Kashmir Migrants for admission into 1si year
Engineering / MBA and MCA Courses offered in Professional and Technical institufions in
Telangana.
2 Eligiblity: As per G.0.R1.No. 151 Higher Education (TE) Depariment,

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION -2024

Dated:25-06-2018
a.Lasl date for receiving of applications 119-08-2024
b. Physical Counselling and |ssuance of Allotment orders :23-08-2024

For Further details visit; hitps /itgeapecet.nic.in
Date:0B-08-2024, Pace : Hyderahad
R0, Mo, - JE-PRICL-AGENCY IADNT/1/2024-25 Date: 08-06-2024

Sdl- A. Sridevasena, |AS
CTE & Convenor 2024

e-submission)

D | Tender Closing
Date {CAT-2-
Manual submission)

Cost of Tender form im::lul:ling

www.tenderwizard.com/ASRTU
for more details of Tender Naotice
Visit www.asrtu.org

1110972024 1700 Hrs

GST Rs 3,540/- to be paid only at

OPEN E-TENDER =

@ 22 B TR e

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

Dietician (Level 7)

44900 C2

18-36 05

Nursing Superintendent

44900 C1

20-43 713

Audiologist & Speech Therapist

39400 B1

21-33 04

Clinical Psychologist

35400 B1

18-36 07

Dental Hygienist

35400 C2

18-36 03

Dialysis Technician

35400 B1

20-36 20

Health & Malaria Inspector Gr |

35400 C1

18-36 126

Laboratory Superintendent

35400 B1

18-36 27

Perfusionist

35400 B1

21-43 02

Physiotherapist Grade ||

35400 C1

18-36 20

Mo, COSCRLVPUBe-Tender/ 190162
Drate: 08082024, The following e-Tenders
cann be aecessed under the link

&

TAMILNADU POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

can be submitied only electronically by

E-lender through a-procunsmant plalform ol hiaps:Malenders. gosin/nicgep/app &8 par e inslructiong
n the lender specfication Coal [SHIF) — 168 Dated 08.08 2024 for time chartaring of One Salf-Trimming
Panamas | Kamsarmax gearless vessal jor coastal movement of coal by TNPGCL

accessing the link www.ireps.gov.in =
login = E-Tender Stores/Supply. Vendors
may also confact the following officials to

=
Mo

Specifcation
I,

Oessrption of Wark | Miienals

[Chie date & Bims

for submission of a-iender

obtaim clanficanon regarding particular

TIME CHARTERIMG OF ONE SELF - THIMMING PANAMAK

MONTH CHOPTION

+- 15 DAYS CHOPTION

Coal Ilﬁ';”pi' / K AMSARMAX GEARLESS BULK CARRIER VESSEL WITH 29 08,2024
1 I:'JMH'I THE LAYDAYS FROM 12 OCT o 15ih OCT 2024 FOR A Upla
oa.08.2024 |PERICO OF 12 MONTHS + 3 MONTHS CHOFTION + 1 14:30 Hours.

any, Dv.CMM/HQ/CLW/Chittaranjan,
0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/HQ,

Submizsion of E-Tendeor THROUGH THIS HYPERLINK hitps:itntenders. gov innicgeplapp
Date & Time of commencement of downboad of Tender Specification ; 17:00 Hre. on 12082024
Dain & Tirme of closing of download ol Tender Specification © 14:30 Hrs on 22.08.2024

Saft copy of Tender Specification;
The tender apacification can be downloadsd from TANGEDCO wabase www tnngedea. gos in, from
Tamd Madu Govamment Web site i e, www. tenders.tn.gov.in and from Mational indormatics Center
websie hitps:intenders.govininicgeplapp free of cost

Tendar will be opanad: Through the NIC portal hitpsftnisnders. gov infnlegep/app

DAPR29 11/ Tenden 2024 CHIEF ENGINEER | MECH | COAL. THPGCL | CHENMAIL - 2

the PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan. 51. No.;
Tender No.; Brief Description of ltem;
Quantity; Earnest Money Deposit

(15T are as follows: [1]; 91240873A: Thrusi
Carrving Picee, Drg, Moo 3TW DAWG.0E7
ALT-5, Spec. No: 15: 10192-1982, GR. EP3.

LUCKNOW SMART CITY LIMITED

[CIN:-U74999UP20155GC0HB5631)
ice: ICCC Building, In front of Lalbagh Girls

Regd. O
Inter College, B.N. Road, Lalbagh, Lucknow.-226001
e-mail: Ikosmartcity@gmail.com

NIT NO: 260,/GM/P/LSCL/24-25
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
SELECTION OF AN AGENCY FOR OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF SENIOR CITIZEN COMMUNITY & RECREATION
CENTRE AND OTHER FACILITY AT ALIGAN) SECTOR- B

Lucknow Smart City Limited invites online Request for
Proposals from reputed firms for " Selection of an Agency for
Operation and Maintenance of Senior Citizen Community &
Recreation Centre and other Facility at Aliganj Sector- B

Date: 10.08.2024

S5TR NO: CLW/TM/17030 REV-1.
[Warranty Period: 30 Months afier the date
of delivery]: 1140.00 Numbers; T 0.00;
I1/082024 at 10:00 AM. |2]: TS243850;
{11 Set of Stmnless Steel Hardware Hems

Specn. No. CLW/ MS/3/040, Al-135, [Each
set is 4 Loco sct consisting of 35 items as
per set details attached | [Warranty Period:
T2 Months after the date of delivery],

ELAAUDEKEAE as per Drg./Specn.

under Smart City Mission".

Tenderdocument with all other details can be downloaded

from www.etender.up.nic.infrom 12.08.2024.

16

The last date for submission of bids is 02.09.2024 till
1500 hrs. Technical Bids will be opened on 02.09.2024 at

30 hrs.

For all further corrigendum/addendums in this regard,

please regularly visitwww.etender.up.nic.in

GENERAL MANAGER (PROJECT)

no. CLW/MS/3/040 Al 15, [Each set is a
Loco set consisting of 26 items as per set
details attached] [Warraniv Period:
72 Months afier the date of delivery];
(i) B56.00 Set, (i)} 90,00 Set: T 119830.00);
D209/ 2024 ab 11040 AM. [3]; 753243746A;
Modified Hand Brake Assembly [Gear Type]
for WAG-OHC 1o BDSO Drg, MNo: - SKEL-
4993 Al-0,5SKEL-4998 Ali-0, SKEL-4999
Alt-1, SKEL-3000 Ale-0, SKEL-5001
Alt-0, SKEL-5002 Alt-1. [01 (One) Set
consisting of 06 (Six) ilems as per S Details
attached], [Warranty Perlod: 30 Months
after the date of deliverv]; 390.00 Set;
T OTR290.00; D20 2024 at 171:00 AM,
PFR3/STY POCMM/CLW/Chiftaranjan

Lkt 0% on:

wowaw, Lcebooak. come e vwranlw AN

www.ireps.gov.in, Offers for such e-Tender

tender ar [REPS related information af

(34 1=253563 1. Office Address: Oifice of

(Rupees); Tender Closing Date & Time

consisting of 35 lems for WAG-9HC As per

(11) Stainless Steel Hardware items for

Occupational Therapist

35400 C1

18-36 02

Cath Laboratory Technician

35400 B1

18-36 02

Pharmacist (Entry Grade)

29200 C2

20-38

Radiographer X-Ray Technician

29200 B1

19-36 64

Speech Therapist

29200 B1

18-36 01

Cardiac Technician

25500 B1

18-36 04

Optometrist

25500 B1

18-36 04

ECG Technician

25200 C1

18-36 13

Laboratory Assistant Grade |l

21700 B1

18-36 94

Field Worker

NW kAR D DD DD D DD DN

19900 C2

18-33 19

Gr

and Total 1376

"This includes a relaxation of 3 years in age beyond the prescribed age limit as a one- time measure due to

the Covid-19 pandemic”.

For further details, please refer to the detailed centralized Employment Notice (CEN) No. 04/2024 available
on the official websites of all participating Railway Recruitment Boards (RRBs) listed below.

Websites of RRBs Participating in CEN No.04/2024

Ahmedabad
www.rrbahmedabad.gov.in

www.rrbchennai.gov.in

Chennai

www.rrbmuzaffarpur.gov.in

Muzaffarpur

Ajmer
www.rrbajmer.gov.in

www.rrbgkp.gowv.in

Gorakhpur

www.rrbpatna.gov.in

Patna

Bengaluru
www.rrbbnc.gov.in

www.rrbguwahati.gov.in

Guwahati

www.rrbald.gov.in

Prayagraj

Bhopal
www.rrbbhopal.gov.in

Jammu- Srinagar
www.rrbjammu.nic.in

www.rrbranchi.gov.in

Ranchi

Bhubaneswar
www.rrbbbs.gov.in

www.rrbkolkata.gov.in

Kolkata

www.rrbsecunderabad.gov.in

Secunderabad

Bilaspur
www.rrbbilaspur.gov.in

www.rrbmalda.gov.in

Malda

www.rrbsiliguri.gov.in

Siliguri

Chandigarh
www.rrbcdg.gov.in

w,rrhmumbai-guv.in

Thi
www.rrbth

Mumbai

ruvananthapuram
iruvananthapuram.gov.in

This notification is purely indicative in nature. Candidates are required to go through the Post Parameter
Table and Vacancy Table of detailed CEN No.04/2024 to ascertain their eligibility before applying through
ONLINE mode. Any Corrigendum/addendum/Important Notice related to the aforesaid recruitment shall be
issued time to time on the above websites of RRBs only.

No. RRB/MFP/Advt./CEN 04/2024(Paramedical)/2

Date :12.08.2024

Chairpersons
Railway Recruitment Board (RRBs)
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® A free primary care physician for every Indian available
24x7 and a free tutor for every child is doable in 2-to-5 years ®

Between the perils of tomorrow and the promise of tomorrow, Vinod Khosla has alivays bet on the latter. That’s why billionaire founder of Khosla Ventures, who describes himself as a ‘techno-optimist
with caring & empathy’, is busy convincing the world of an Al-powered future that can be good for all. Among the first investors in Open Al — and several Indian Al startups — Khosla
spoke to Rohit Saran, Sujit John and Surojit Gupta of TOI on a host of issues ranging from Al to startups to Muhammad Yunus and Elon Musk. Here’s an edited excerpt.

investors in OpenAl. You have

also invested in Al startups in
India. As a longtime technologist and
tech investor what are your views on
Al and the opportunities it offers?
B Let's look at a couple of different as-
pects of Al. From the national security
point of view, govts want
to be in control of their Al
destiny, not be dependent

\ 7 ou have been one of the early

TOI INTERVIEW

on foreign algorithms.

This is why we invested in Sarvam in
India. Because India should have a na-
tional Al champion. We have invested
in a company called Sakana in Japan.
Japan has already announced doubling
of its national defence budget. They
made it clear that Al be a Japanese Al,
so they have control over it. Sovereign-
ty and AI are important at a level peo-
ple don't quite understand,

[ would like to see a primary care
physician for every Indian, available
24/7, for free as part of the set of digi-
tal services the govt offers. Aadhaar
was the first example of such a service.
The hardest part of that service was
identity, and that’s already done. With
UPI pavments are done too. There's no
reason not to add other digital services
— the two most important ones are a
free tutor for every child and a free pri-
mary care doctor for every citizen of
the country.

| would like to send a clear message
to the Indian govt that Al educators, Al
teachers for every child in India would
cost far, far less than todav's schools
and provide much more personalised
instruction. Similarly, Al primary care
doctors could scale primary care and
health far better than anv other wawv
None of these are hard technologies in
today's context of Al and we are work-
ing on both. If the Indian govt wanted
to take and offer it as their service, we
would give them all the technology for
free. There's no agenda here. I'd give
them all the technology for free, so it
becomes a govt service, and nobody has
any questions about what the agenda
is, other than these services should
be available to every Indian and every
Indian child and even adult education.
It's very, very doable in the very short-
term, and I mean two-to-five years max.

If the govt wants to
take and offer it as

their service, we'd give all

the technology for free”

Where does one start? What would
be the roles for the govt, private
sector?

B My wife is in India right now, talk-
ing about our free Al tutor (CK-12 tu-
tor). One way is to just take it over. It's
used in many countries already, It's be-
ing translated into 120 different lan-
guages. I'm fine if they develop it inside
India and take it over and have a start-
ing point that's useful today. Kids using

this tutor do better. Turns out it's not
only cheaper, but also substantially bet-
ter: It can teach each kid at the level at
which theyv are, in their language, in a
way that the kid will understand best.
For example, the same physics concept
can be explained using the analogy of
cricket or dance, depending on which
kid understands better with what anal-
ogy. You can generate Al explanations
in real time, generate the content so it
looks more interesting, though it's
teaching the same concept. An Al tutor
would change the level and method of
teaching depending on each student’s
level of understanding. If they're not
keeping up with the class. Teach them
in simpler steps, change the language. ..
I really hope this becomes a na-
tional agenda in India. We would give
the technology. The content is already
there. I think fairly large chunks are
translated into the Indian context. It's
relatively lightweight to launch it as
part of the digital public infrastruc-
ture. Digital public infrastructure
should include pavments, which are
basic financial services evervbody
needs. It should include educa-
tion. It should include primary
healthcare. You can then ex-
pand it to others.
be done, and it can be done b
philanthropically. q

Medical diagnostics in
rural areas is an is-
sue, not so much
getting a doctor
online. How do
vou think Al
can solve this
problem?

This can ﬂ‘r

An ultrasound can be
done by an Al. You
don't need an ultrasound
technician anymore”

B In India we started ‘10 Bed ICU" dur-
ing Covid, because ICUs were not avail-
able in most parts of rural India. I do-
nated the first couple of 100 to remote
areas and we wanted to cover all 700
remote districts in India. It's working
really, really well. Al lets you take an
unskilled person and teach them very
quickly how to do skilled tasks, be-
cause the expertise sits in the ALL A 10
Bed ICU is a very simple version of it,
tvpically under the supervision of a re-
gional hospital. A hospital in Manipur
would cover the remote areas around
it. It's just the beginning of what is re-
allv possible,

Yes, if you need an MRI, vou are go-
ing to go to a city to get an MRI. But for
simpler things like even an ultrasound

can be done by an Al. You don't

%, need an ultrasound techni-
cian anymore. You can buy
these devices for Rs 50,000,
Of course, there's expen-

Do we want farm
labourers to be
earning (low) farm wages
working in 45 degrees
centigrade? No, that’s not a
job. It's servitude, but it’s a
necessity today...we can
change the nature of

those jobs”

sive ones too, but small hand-held,
portable ones are becoming inexpen-
sive and adapted to the Indian envi-
ronment. All six lakh, however many
villages there are, should have one. In
fact, these diagnostics can be put in one
van—blood test, ultrasound, ECG...

We have a company called Alivecor
that sells ECG machines in the US for
$99. They diagnose without a cardiolo-
oist 35 different cardiology conditions
with Al It's FDA approved. Most of
cardiology can be done with a simple
device, and you don't need expertise,
and expertise is what's expensive. The
cardiologist is what takes 20 vears to
train. So, this is the promise that [ hope
India pivots to rapidly

India has large vouth unemplovment
and the fear is that Al could worsen it...
B This is a real issue. Firstly, you can
upgrade the skills of India’s youth very
quickly with Al. We had a company
(that General Electric bought) to teach
an Uber driver to do a cardiac ultra-
sound in a week, It's FDA approved.
This is an extension of the idea of an
Al tutor, which is where we should
start. You can impart skills, which very
quickly, can be upgraded so they can
participate at a higher level. The coun-
tries that do this well will be more com-
petitive than others. Secondly, it's hard
to imagine the kind of abundance we
can get (in an Al-driven economy). If
GDP grows 10% in real terms for the
next 25 years, you can imagine the
standard of living we can achieve and
the kind of surplus we can have to pro-
vide income and other support to peo-
ple for whom transition will be hard.
The economy can grow much, much
faster, and people can be upskilled
much faster. We should think about the
transition period. There's very much
Utopia at the other end, but there is a
transition period, and people will
get disrupted.

Are vou talking about guaranteed
work or guaranteed income?

Risk-taking is very different
from the financial venture
ecosystem in India — it’s less risk-
taking and more focused on growth
investments. | hope we start to get to
more fundamental risk-taking in India”

TIMES NATION

B India has schemes for guaranteed
work. I think we will have to get guar-
anteed income.

Should it be universal basic income?
B 1 think it will be absolutely required.
I first wrote about it in 2016 that Al will
cause great GDP growth, great produc-
tivity growth. I ended that piece by say-
ing, we will need to think about univer-
gal basic income. It's very clear to me,
it's where it leads, but there will be
enough abundance. If we are thinking
of the world in 2050 do we want farm
labourers to be earning farm wages
working in 45 degrees centigrade heat
in the fields? No, that's not a job. In my
view it's servitude, but it's a necessity
today, and if we can change the nature
of those jobs then it's a good thing.

The notion of GDP creation and
GDP acceleration is separate from the
notion of distribution in the west. It's
a controversial idea... everybody wants
low taxes. India is in a much better
position to tackle it. Things like guar-
anteed work schemes were a bad idea
from an economist point of view when
they were enacted. They may not be a
bad idea in the world of Al, because
they are really ways for redistributing
income.

We have to find
somebody who has a
vision and can turn it into a
reality. Mukesh Ambani did
that with Jio. Sam Altman is
doing it with Gen Al. He was
a big part of my belief in Al”

How should Al be regulated? There
are differing views on this...

B [ believe there's some right level of
regulation. I was very involved in what
President Biden did with what's called
the ‘executive order on Al', and that
was the right level to focus it on. The
technology is in very early stages. Re-
member, it was only December of 2022
that ChatGPT was released. It's so new,
most people haven't had time to adjust.
And, my bet is that in 6-12 months from
now, the capability will be substantial-
ly better than it is today Technology is
making rapid progress, but, vou know,
human beings adjust at their pace, and
jobs will take a decade or two to adjust.
If vou look at my robot prediction (over
a hillion robots that will do most of the
low-value labour work done today), it's
like creating a business larger than the
auto industry globally. How long does
that take to put in place? A long time.
S0, the physical world moves at a differ-
ent pace, even with technology like ro-
bots. We just have to recognise that
these things have to be managed and
managed closely. Regulation may need
to protect certain people.

What do you think about the future
of entrepreneurship as an individual

passion, and startup as a business
in India?

B The venture business in the US is very
different what's called the private equity
business, which is the investing business,
where yvou run spreadsheets and you cal-
culate rates of return. We just bet on big
ideas and we bet on technological risk.
India’s startup system has been closer to
private equity than real risk-taking. If
vou need a physics invention or an Al al-
gorithm invented, you don't know vou can
do it when you start. So, risk taking is
very different from the financial venture
ecosystem in India. It is less risk-taking
and more focused on growth investments.
I hope we start to get to more fundamental
risk taking in India.

Should the govt play a role in setting
up a large fund itself?

B 1 don't think govts should be in this
business. It's too dynamic a business
for governments.

You were one the earliest backers of
Sam Altman. What prompted vou to
invest in Open Al?

B Look, there are so many good ideas.
People don't try them, and when they
try them, you need certain types of spe-
cial individuals to make them happen.
These things don’t happen because
some academic made a forecast, They
happen because one person decides to
change things. When Elon Musk said, |
will build an electric car, every major
automaker in the world had given up on
it. In fact, the department of energy
here did a forecast for the number of
electric cars in 2035, which Elon Musk
(Tesla) exceeded in 2016 itself. So, big
companies and institutions don’t do
these things. We have to find somebody,
who has a vision and can turn it into a
realitvy. Mukesh Ambani did that with
Jio. He said, I will lay fibre... I don’t
care about the market. Evervbody
thought it was a stupid $10 billion in-
vestment. He just made it happen. So, it
takes individuals, and Sam was a big
part of my belief in Al

Dependence on technology is also
creating a lazy workforce at a time
when India needs to reap benefits
from the demographic dividend...

B The one problem technology will not
solve is human motivation. If there’s
an easier wav, humans tend to take it. 1
am not sure we should say technology
will solve every problem, because hu-
man motivations will not change. They
haven't changed for the last 500 years,
In the new context, they're presented
differently, but personal self-interest
has alwavs been the case. Less work
and more goods have always been some-
thing people strive for,

Sean the OR code o
watch and read longer
version of this interview,
mcliding Khoslo's
views ot fis old friend
Mulammod Yiens and
his Twitter exchange
with Elon Musk

Govt moves to
ready ground
for 5% ethanol
miX in diesel

‘Buchs:

2 firms named by H’burg went

Maldives at heart

dormant when Madhabi joined Sebi ;.o S o s amt

New Delhi: Govt is looking at
a new plan of 5% blending of
ethanol in diesel (ED-5) as it
moves closer to achieving the
target of 20% blending in pet-
rol in the next two years, re-
ports Dipak Dash.

The PMO last week held a
meeting on the new proposal
with all ministries con-
cerned, sourcessaid.

In June, ethanol blending
with petrol touched 15.9%.
Sources said govt wants to get
the ground ready for ethanol
blending in diesel. “Though
ethanol blending in diesel will
mean that we have to produce
more of this green fuel, it will
be good for the environment
and cut our crude oil imports
and save foreign exchange,”
sald an official.

TOI has learned that Auto-
motive Research Association
of India (ARAID had done a
trial run in 2018-19. The trial
was done on BS-III and BS-VI
buses to assess vehicular per-
formance, emission and dura-
bility. The test was conducted
for 500 hours and no major
failure was recorded. Sources
said the pilot project found
fuel consumption wasslightly
lower than normal diesel,

However, the trial of etha-
nol-blended diesel has so far
not been done on BS-VI vehi-
cles. One of the oil PSUs is
likely to undertake a trial of
the fuel on a heavy-duty vehi-
clefor assessment.

Recently, whilereplyvingtoa
guestion in RS, petroleum min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri said
blending of ethanol with diesel
was at an experimental stage
and initial tests showed the for-
mation of deposits in fuel
tanks and other implications.

p Continued from P1

A dani dismissed the re-

port saving it was “ma-
A licious, mischievous
and manipulative selections
of publicly available infor-
mation to arrive at pre-deter-
mined conclusions”.

Giving a point-hy-point re-
buttal, Puri Buch and Dhaval,
who have had long corporate
careers, said the investment in
the fund was made when they
were both private citizens. The
statement pointed out that the
Sebichief had graduated from
IIM Ahmedabad and her hus-
band from IIT Delhi before
joining the corporate sector
“During this long period, Mad-
habi and Dhaval have acerued
their savings through their
salaries, bonuses and stock op-
tions. Insinuations about their
net worth and investments ref-
erencing Madhabi's current
govt salarv is malicious and
motivated,” it said seeking to
dismiss Hindenburg’s claims
of the Indian consulting firm
set up by her reported revenue
that was 4.4 times her dis-
closed salary at Sebi.

The couple said the deci-
sion to invest in the fund was
taken two vears before Puri
Buch joined as a whole-time
Sebi member.

“The decision to invest in
this fund was because the
chief investment officer, Anil
Ahuja, is Dhaval’s childhood
friend from school and II'T-Del-
hi and, being an ex-employee
of Citibank, J P Morgan and 3i
Group ple, had many decades
of a strong investing career
The fact that these were the
drivers of the investment deci-
sion is borne out by the fact

REUTERS

LENS ON WATCHDOG

that when, in 2018, Ahuja, left
his position as ClO of the fund,
we redeemed the investment
in that fund. As confirmed by
Ahuja, at no point in time did
the fund invest inany bond, eqg-
uity, orderivativeof any Adani
group company,” their said.
Hindenburg's report had
said Ahuja had served as a di-
rector on the board of Adani
Enterprises, and insinuated
irregularities. Sebi said, “In-
vestors may also like to take
note of the disclaimer in the
reportthat statesthatreaders
should assume that Hinden-
burg Research may have
short positions in the securi-
ties covered in the report.”
Separately, 360 One Wam,
which ran the fund where the
couple had invested, said:
“Throughout the fund’s ten-
ure, IPE-Plus Fund 1 made zero
investments in any shares of
the Adani Group either direct-
ly or indirectly through any
fund... The fund was managed
as a discretionary fund by the
investment manager. No inves-
tor had any involvement in the
fund’s operations or invest-
ment decisions. Mrs Macdhabi
Buch & Mr Dhaval Buch’s
holdings in the fund were less

than 1.5% of thetotal inflow in-
to the fund.”

The Adani Group said
Ahuja wasanominee director
of 31 investmentfund in Adani
Power (2007-2008) and, later;, a
director of Adani Enterprises
until 2017, “The Adani Group
has absolutely no commercial
relationship with the individ-
uals or matters mentioned in
this calculated deliberate ef-
fort to malien our standing.
We remain steadfastly com-
mitted to transparency and
compliance with all legal and
regulatory requirements,”
the statement said.

In their statement, the Sebi
chief and Dhaval said the two
consulting companies, named
by Hindenburg, were set up
while Puri Buch was in Singa-
pore and became immediately
dormant on her appointment
to the regulatory agency
“These companies (and her
shareholding in them) were
explicitly part of her disclo-
sures to Sebi... When the share-
holding of the Singapore enti-
ty moved to Dhaval, this was
once again disclosed, not just
to Sebi, but also to the Singa-
pore authorities and the Indi-
an tax authorities.”

Madhabi’s response
raises new critical
questions: H'burg

Times News NETwoRrk

Mumbai: Late Sunday night,
Hindenburg Research put out
its responsetoarelease by Se-
bichairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch and husband Dhaval
that had called out the US
short-seller’s Saturday re-
portasanattemptof “charac-
ter assassination™ of the reg-
ulatory chief,

Posting on its X account,
Hindenburg said that the re-
sponse from Puri Buch “in-
cludes several important ad-
missions and raises numer-
ous new critical guestions”™.

Inits release —the second
one on Sunday — they had de-
tailed their investments
through the offshore invest-
ment vehicles. They also said
that Hindenburg wasserveda
show cause notice for viola-
tions of variouslawsinIndia.

In its reply Hindenburg,
among several follow up
gueries and comments, point-
ed towards an email by Puri
Buch that she sent on behalf
of her hushand on Feb 25,
2018. “This 1s especially im-
portant given whistleblower
documents showing that
Buch used her personal email
to do business using her hus-
band’'s name while serving as
a whole-time member (WTM)
of Sebi,” Hindenburg said.

“In 2017, weeks ahead of

her appointment as Sebi
{(WTM), she ensured the ac-
counts with ties to Adani “be
registered solely in the name
of Dhaval Buch,” her hus-
band, per whistleblower doc-
uments. “Despite disclaim-
ing control, a private email
she sent a year into her Sebi
term shows she redeemed
stakes in the funds through
her husband’s name,” Hin-
denburg said.

“This raises the question:
What other investments or
business has the Sebi chair-

FRESH SALVO

personengaged in through her
husband's name while serving
in an official capacity?”

The response from Hin-
denburg also noted that
Buch’sresponse now publicly
confirmed her investment in
an obscure Bermuda/ Mauri-
tius fund structure, alongside
money allegedly siphoned by
Vinod Adani (elder brother
of Gautam Adani). “She also
confirmed the fund was run
by a childhood friend of her
husband, who at the time was
an Adani director,” it said.

While attaching a screen-
shot, theshort-selleralsosaid
that one of the two advisory
firms was still generating
revenue, despite claims that
they were dormant.

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Maldivesisvery
much at the heart of India's
‘WNeighbourhood First’ poli-
cy and a key partner in Indi-
an Ocean Region (IOR), for-
eign minister S Jaishankar
said as he joined his coun-
terpart Moosa Zameer In
Addu city in inaugurating
the Addu reclamation and
shore protection project and

: Addudetour link bridge pro-

. Jectfacilitated by India.

: Jaishankar’s three-day
visit is said to have reaf-
firmed the continued com-
mitment of both countries
fo strengthening their mul-
ti-dimensional bilateral re-
lationship and deepening
their close people-to-people
ties. During the visit, both
sides also reaffirmed their
commitment to deepen the
India-Maldives defence and
security parinership.

In the last few years, In-
dia has invested around §220
million which provides a
fair idea of the importance
that it attaches to regional
development in the Mal-
dives, he said. “We are today
among the largest trading
partners . We're also wit-
nessing greater investment
flows from India to the Mal-
dives particularly in the tou-
rism sector,” he said. India
has partnered with govt of
Maldives on the Addu recla-
mationand shore protection
project to find a sustainable
way to develop itas aregion-
al hub, hesaid.

The reclamation of 184
hectares of land was conclud-
ed earlier this year. This am-
bitious 580 million pro-

first’ policy: EAM.

EAM S Jaishankar with Maldives
foreign minister Moosa Zameer
in Maldives on Sunday

cramme involves land recla-
mation for the purpose of
tourism development, as well
as for the overall economic
development of Addu. The
project will helpin the overall
growth of the region, bring-
ing in better opportunities
for employment, entrepre-
neurship and trade.

“Another important pro-
ject being carried out is the
redevelopment of the Addu
roads and drainage develop-
ment with an outlay of $70
million. This project is in
the last phase and onee com-
pleted, will provide a solu-
tion to problems of water
logging of roads in Addu,”
Jaishankarsaid.

“The Addu detour link
road is an important compo-
nent of this project and will
significantly ease connectivi-
ty within the atoll,” he said.

The Maldives, under the
Indian LoC, is also undertak-
ing the redevelopment of the
Gan International Airport, a
connectivity project with an
outlay of $29 million that will
bridge the gap between Addu
Atoll and the Maldives and
the rest of the world.
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Amara Raja plans
to set up battery

plant in North India

Divitipally: Battery maker
Amara Raja Group, which has
entered the race to set up India's
first gigafactory after players
like Ola and Exide, is looking to
set up a 6-million units per
annum lead acid battery plant in
MNorth India. This is part of
efforts to de-risk the business
and cater to markets in North

Sebi: Have mechanisms to Tough-talking Puri Buch
fix conflict of interest issues broke several barriers

Regulator Says Chief Recused Herself In Potential Cases Sebi Chief Hasn't Shied Away From Publicly
Flagging Concerns Unlike Her Predecessors

Times News NETwoRk

Mumbai: Markets regulator

Take Informed Decision Before Reacting: Sebi

Sebi had completed 22 out of 24 investigations into

fore it was released publicly.
The positions were squa-
red off by Feb 22, 2023, at a

: Sebi on Sunday said that US- i vl i na g At investigati profit of about Rs 183 crore. Times News NETwork ni, founder of Naukri.com: Dhaval An HUL Veteran:
a"d_WE5t India better, Gm".'p based short-seller Hinden- | Eteglr'“ uFE:I :2 qEﬂug ¥y ONCTCEE ITYESaga tF’"“.'"a; As part of the deal, Hinden- NirmalJain,CEOQof Indialn- Dhaval is an alumnus of IIT
chairman Jayadev Galla said at burg Research’s latest report comp in March 2024, and one remaining investigation is close burg received a 25% profit Mumbai: In 2022, when Mad-  foline; Rahul Bhasin, mana- Delhi and has had a corporate

the inauguration of its 1.5GWh
Li-ion battery plant and
groundbreaking of its customer
qualification plant for cell
manufacturing on Saturday. T

crazy bosses

——
T HEAR YOU'RE

THE ADMIN AND
I'M NOT IN THE
FUN WHATSAPP
GROUP

TaMo pins hopes on

was “inappropriate” and that
it had “adequate internal me-
chanisms for addressing is-
sues relating to conflict of in-
terest”. In its report, Hinden-
burg has alleged conflicts of
interest by Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch.

Sebi has asked investors
to take an informed decision
before reacting to such re-
ports, “It is emphasised that
Sebi has adequate internal
mechanisms for addressing
issues relating to conflict of
interest, which include dis-
closure framework and pro-
vision for recusal. It is noted
that relevant disclosures re-
guired in terms of holdings
of securities and their trans-
fers have been made by the
chairperson from time to ti-
me. The chairperson has al-
sorecusedherself inmatters
involving potential conflicts
of interest,” Sebi said.

Sebireleasealso, indeta-
il, produced relevant data,

to completion, More than 100 summaons, around 1,100 letters and
emails have been issued to seek information. Further, more than
100 communications have been made seeking assistance from
domestic,/foreign regulators and external agencies...

—Sebi's statement in response to Hindenburg's latest report

to deny Hindenburg's alle-
gations that the regulator
had not taken any action
against Adani Group. The
report had also questioned
Sebi's action of issuing a
show-cause notice to the
US-based short-seller.
“...5eblhad completed 22
out of 24 investigations into
Adani Group. Subsequently,
one more investigation was
completed in March 2024,
and one remaining investi-
gation is close to comple-
tion. During the ongoing in-
vestigation in this matter,
more than 100 summons,
around1,100lettersand ema-
ils have been issued to seek
information. Further, more
than 100 communications
have been made seeking as-

sistance from domestic/fo-
reign regulators and exter-
nal agencies. Also more
than 300 documents contai-
ning around 12,000 pages ha-
ve been examined,” it said,
adding that enforcement
proceedings have also been
initiated where the probe
has been completed.

On June 27, Sebi’s show-
cause notice to Hindenburg
had, among other issues, po-
inted out that before the rele-
ase of Hindenburg first re-
port against Adani Group on
Jan 24, 2023, a fund run by
Kingdon Capital had built
short positions in the gro-
up's companies. These posi-
tions were built based on a
report by Hindenburg that
was shared with the fund be-

from Kingdon Capital.

Sebi believed such gains
wereillegaland hencehad is-
sued to Hindenburg and so-
me other related entities as
to why legal actions should
not be initiated against
them. Sebihad alsoasked the
entities to disgorge those ill-
gotten gains,

There are several people
in the market who believe
that Hindenburg’s latest re-
port against the Sebi chair-
person was mainly to get
backtotheregulatorforissu-
ing the show-cause notice.,

Initsrelease, Sebialsode-
nied it had changed any re-
gulations for REITSs “to bene-
fit a diversified multinatio-
nalfinancial conglomerate”.
Hindenburg had alleged that
some changes to rules were
made to benefit global finan-
cial giant Blackstone since
[Dhaval Buch, husband of Se-
bi chairperson, was employ-
ed by its India arm.

habi Puri Buch took charge
as Sebi chairperson, she bro-
ke several barriers - primary
of them being the first wo-
man and the first former pri-
vate sector professional to he-
ad the markets’ regulatory
body After a four-and-half-ve-
ar stint as a whole-time mem-
ber at Sebi, she had taken a
few months off due to perso-
nal reasons but in March 2022
came back to head it.

At Sebi, Puri Buch, a tough
taskmaster, is known for
bringing in a collaborative
practice in decision-making,
especially in putting in place
new rules for the regulated en-
tities. She also put strong focus
on I'T inmarket regulation and
surveillance, In addition, she's
known for herdata-drivenapp-
roach to management and de-
cision making.

Unlike many of her prede-
cessors, the 59-vear-old has not
shied away from publicly flag-
zing concerns, be it those rela-
ted to futures and options or va-

ging partner at Baring Priva-
te Equity and Vedika Bhan-
darkar, former Credit Suisse
CEO, who now heads Wate-
roorg founded by Matt Damon.

career of 35 years in Hindus-
tan Unilever in India and then
in Unilever globally as part of
its senior management team.
Currently he is a senior ad-

ICICI Bank Veteran 1st Woman &

Pvt Sector Professional To Head Sbi

> At Sebi, Madhabi Puri Buch brought in a cullahuratwe
practlce in decision-making, especially in putting
in place new rules for regulated entities

> Unlike many of her predecessors, the 59-year-old
has not shied away from publicly flagging concerns

> Puri Buch had a long innings at ICICI Bank and
in 2011, she moved to Singapore along with her
husband Dhaval Buch, an HUL veteran, who was
appointed as a senior adviser at Blackstone in 2019

» She took charge as Sebi chief in
2022 after a four-and-a-half year
stint as whole-time member
at the markets regulator

India's economic reforms
gave ICICI an opportunity to
break out into multiple new fi-
nancial services that opened
up for the first time. Puri Buch
was among the voung manage-

visor at Blackstone and Alva-
rez & Marsal. He's also a non-
executive director atsportsap-
parel brand Gildan. With over
30 vears of experience in supp-
ly chain management, prima-

revival in demand ] * . . d luation of SMEs. Besides, she ment graduates to take lea- rilyatUnilever, healsohad bri-
New Delhi: Tata Motors GOVt u lkel tO ‘N?ade lntO rOW TW'D I“ I.IStry has initiated fresh changes in  dership positions in the new  ef roles at Mahindra & Ma-
expects dEnﬁmnd to remain ) regulating mutual funds and housing finance unit. hindra before co-founding the

sluggish in overseas markets
this fiscal while pinning hopes
on a bounce back in India on the
back of new launches and the

officials say report ‘malicious’

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

res taken by Sebi. The offi-

bodies call
allegations

used technology cracked down
on market manipulators.
Before Sebi, Puri Buch-a
graduate of in maths from St
Stephen’s College with an

Much of Buch's character
was shaped by her early years
at ICICI, where she gained fo-
undational experience in retail
finance and an understanding

financial services consulting
firm Agora Advisory with his
wife in 2013.

Blackstone sources said
that Buch’sappointment at the

: é y
Legtg.r; :j?ii?ghﬁt&%ﬁ%ﬁi:i:g? _ _ | TERM ENDS IN 6 MTHS cer E-':iill'l that Sel“{i hgs sub- unwarranted MBA degree from UM .‘d‘h' of technology in the If'mam:ial India unitof the US-based hqy-
are likely to remain range bound New !}elhl: lGﬂvt is uullkv > Market players are closely §n1tted its pmbeﬁndl;lgs on medabad - had along Innings  sector. The ICICI environment  out f!md pre-dates I"ul'Iadlllal:rll’s
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Eg!:;:}dr;n;"[::fﬂsui:;:::;g the the Hindenburg report as IE'II:SEE:?;T mﬂgumaghﬁebi the Supreme Court. New Delhi: At least two in- women leaders at the private She later went on to head  senior advisor of Blackstone
: senior officials believe that | piofand is eligible Pointing to the state- dustry bodies — Amfi and sectorlender. Shewasamong ICICI Securities after the glo-  in 2019. Dhaval didn't have any
the charges against Sebi for another term ments issued by Madhabi The Indian Venture and Al- thoserecruited fromtopbusi- balfinancial erisis. private equity experience be-
Dyn I'ﬂiS‘EE :!'1’457.:1- i“ chief Madhabi Puri Buch Puri Buch and Dhaval ternate Capital Association ness schools just before the In 2011, Puri Buchmovedto fore Blackstone as he had
% and her husband Dhaval, rShetnph OVEr as Buch, who both worked in — on Sunday publicly came 199economicreformsthatal- Singaporetohead businessde-  spent a good part of his career
latest flllltllllg round are “untrue andmalicious” | Sebichairperson the private sector, officials out in support of Sebi chair- so transformed the financial velopment at Greater Pacific  in procurement and supply
and are in response to the in March 2022 and said required disclosures person Madhabi Puri Buch sectorinIndia. Capital. The shift was because chain. At Blackstone, Buch ex-

New Delhi: Oravel Stays, the
parent company of Oyo, has
raised Rs 1,457 crore from a
consortium of investors in the
latest funding round, sources
said, at a valuation of $2.4
billion. acencies

FPIs turn net EE“'ETE, . pinga close tab on how the to hit Indian markets but has followed an elaborate understanding of the Indian '
% . developments unfold. argued that the markets consultationpaper,evenin regulatory environment... Are A Good Startin
wﬂhdraw 2‘13,400131‘ Describing it as a fresh were now strong and deep the case of REITs, amid India is one of the fastest- g
attempt to “create a smo- enough to withstand Hin- suggestions by Hinden- growing markets in South -

New Delhi: After infusing
money for two months, foreign
investors have turned net sellers
as they pulled out over Rs 13,400
crore from equities in Aug due to
unwinding of the yen carry trade
and US recession fears. acencies

<4.3L cr

worth was the output of
‘fruits & vegetables' in
2022-23 at constant
(2011-12) prices compared
to ¥2.9L crore in 2011-12

regulator's notice to the
shortseller.

They alleged that Hin-
denburg may also be tryving
to make a quick buck from
the Indian markets thro-
nghitslatestaction and the
regulator and govt are kee-

Kescreen”, a govt source
suggested that this may be
part of a larger attempt to
discredit the regulator at a
time when the Indian stock
market is seeinga good run
on the back of healthy ma-
croeconomic fundamen-
tals and strong growth pro-
spectswith cleancorporate
and bank balance sheets.

was given a three-year term

> Senior govt officials alleged
that Hindenburg may also be
trying to make a quick buck
from the Indian markets

The source alleged such ac-
tions were partof apattern

denburg-tvpe attacks.
“There have been a seri-
es of regulatory actions to
improve the overall func-
tioning of the markets and
the regulator itself has not
shied away from cautio-
ning investors, wherever it
sees pressure building up,”
another official said, while
listing out a host of measu-

What Are REITs & Why They Are Taking Heat

had been made, which may
notbeinpublicdomainlike
thoseof civil servants.
While suggesting that
some of Puri Buch's ac-
tions may have upset some
of the market participants,
sources said, the regulator

burg that the rules benefi-
ted Blackstone, where Dha-
valisanadviser.

Market players are close-
ly monitoring govt's respon-
se, given that Puri Buch has
over six months to go as Sebi
chief and is eligible for anot-
herterm. Shetook over as Se-
bi chief in March 2022 and
was given a three-yvear term.

» REITs or real estate investment |
trusts are entities that primarily
own and operate a portfolio of
real estate properties for returns, |
mostly rental income

' > In India, these entities are
5 incﬂrpﬂmted as trusts

E'- attractive asset class

> The portfolio is divided into
umts which are sold to buyers.

dlstrlhuted to unitholders

to rules have made REITs an

. > Recently, the mcap of all listed
i REITs & InviTs {Infra investment
- 90% of the income generated is | ' trusts) crossed the 710L cr mark

> Hindenburg alleged that some
. changes to rules were made to
| benefit financial giant Blackstone

Over the years, hanges | Since Dhaval Buch, the husband
o e T CTAN9ES | ot Sebi chief, was employed by

' its India arm as an adviser

and the markets regulator
and called Hindenburg's alle-
gations “unwarranted” and
“lacking in context”.

“We believe that the re-
cent allegations made by
Hindenburg are unwarran-
ted and do not reflect a deep

Asia, and much of this sue-
cess is attributed to the ro-
bust framework and over-

sight provided by Sebi,” IV-

CAsaid inastatement.

Amfi, the industry body
for mutual funds, described
the allegations as an attempt
to “undermine” India's “eco-
nomic progress” bycreatinga
“trust deficit” in the market,

“Left unchecked, it can
create unnecessary hurdles
in the path of the world’s fas-
test-growing economy. These
statements, lacking in con-
text and understanding of
our regulatory environment,
seek to malign the hard-ear-
ned achievements of our na-
tion. Such advances must be
viewed ascreatinga hurdle in
India’'sendeavourtobecomea
developed economy,” Amfi
said, while advising stakehol-
ders tostay confident.

Report not big negative for D-St: Mkt players

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Dalal Street on
Monday is unlikely to react
negatively to Hindenburg Re-
search’s latest report that al-
leged Instances of conflicts
of interest by Sebi chairper-
son Madhabi Puri Buch.
Traders, dealers and fund
managers that TOI spoke to
and also who commented on
social media messaging gro-
ups that are private, were mo-
re annoyved with the US based
short-seller than pointing
fingers at the people and enti-
ties named in the report.
Market players feel that,

How Adani Group’'s Market Cap Has Swung

719.2L Cr

719.4L Cr

Aug 9, 2024 | Latest Market Cap

Jan 24, 2023 | Pre-Hindenburg Report

76.8L Cr Feb 27, 2023 | Post-Hindenburg Low

June 3, 2024 | Hindenburg Losses Recouped

for one, with Hindenburg's se-
cond report, unlike from the
first one, the ‘shock value’ is
lost. After the first report in

January 2023, in about five we-
cks the Adani group had lost
about 65% of its combined
market wvalue. Since then,

most of that loss has been re-
covered. Also investigations
to look into Hindenburg's al-
legations against Adani Gro-
up have mostly drawnablank.

Market players feel

that ‘shock value’ is
lost with the second
Hindenburg report

As a result, “Hindenburg
has been found to be a tooth-
less entity,” said Arun Kejri-
wal, director, KRIS, an invest-
mentadvisory firm. “Nobody
believes Hindenburg (any
more),” hesaid.

Kejriwal also believes that

this repeated attempt by Hin-
denburg to disrupt the Indian
market is setting a bad prece-
dence. “It’s high time India ta-
kes up this matter with I0SCO
and initiate legal stepsagainst
it(Hindenburg)and the people
behind it.” IOSCO, the Inter-
national Organization of Se-
curities Commissions, is an

association of securities mar-

kets regulators globally

Market plavers feel that
the negative global factors
like geopolitical issues or the
volatile world markets could
impact trading on the Street
in the new week than the Hin-
denburg report.

From IIM-A's 1989 batch
she has several prominent
batchmates, including Ra-
sesh Shah, chairman of Edel-
weiss; Sanjeev Bikhchanda-

her husband Dhaval Buch had
just moved there as a senior le-
ader in the multinational
supply chain vertical as part
of Harish Manwani’s team.

clusively advises private equi-
tv companies across Asia on
procurement and supply cha-
in related topics, which is his
area of expertise.

Why Flexicap Funds

Point For Investors

or investors making an entry into equity mutual

funds or moving some money away from deposits,
financial planners say flexicap funds are a good
starting point. These all-weather funds can form a
core allocation of an individual's equity portfolio.

What Are Flexicap Funds?

A flexicap mutual fund category, according to regulatory guidelines, is
one in which the fund manager can choose to invest across companies
of any market capitalisations, be it large, mid or small-cap companies,
without restrictions. The fund manager has the complete freedom here
unlike other categories, where they need to allocate a fixed amount to
a category. A flexicap scheme needs to have a minimum investment in
equity and equity-related instruments of 65% of the total assets of the
scheme and the fund manager is free to choose a suitable benchmark.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www, invescomustualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https://'www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at htps://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Why It Is A Preferred Category?

Schemes in large-cap, mid-cap, small-cap and multi-caps have
restricted mandates and are required to stick to the companies that
are defined by market cap. For example, a large-cap fund will have to
invest a minimum of 80% in companies ranked 1 to 100 by market
capitalisation, while a mid-cap fund needs to allocate at least 65% of
its portfolio to companies ranked 101-250 by market cap and a small-
cap fund needs to invest 65% in stocks ranked 251 and below. Such
schemes also work for investors who are unable to decide whether to
opt for large-cap, mid-cap, small-cap, multi-cap, or sectoral funds.

How Large Is
The Category?

Flexicap is the largest
category in the equity MF
space, with many funds in
this space being flagship
schemes for the fund
house. All the schemes put
together manage a total of
3.9 lakh crore of assets.
There are 39 schemes in
this category.

Who Should
Consider This?

Wealth managers believe
these are all-weather funds
for any equity investor.
Long-term or first-time
investors, who do not want
to take the trouble of stock
selection, and want to make
a long-term allocation to
Indian equities, can opt for
flexicap funds.

Investors looking for just
one fund in their portfolio
where the fund manager
makes a decision and gives
them access to the best bets
in the market irrespective of
market capitalisation with
the aim to balance risk and
volatility and help them
accumulate wealth to meet
long-term goals can
consider the flexicap
category as a core portfolio
allocation. Investors looking
to stagger their investments
through systematic
investment plan (SIP) could
also look to using this
category of funds..
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CONTRAPUNTO

If my mind can conceive it and my heart
can believe it - then | can achieve it

-MUHAMMAD ALI

Model For Medals

Olympics tally won't rise unless more athletes
are picked. Create larger talent pool
ﬁ medal tally of 6—nogold-isadisappointing Olympic performance

for India. There were as many as 6 fourth-place finishes that

could have gone our way, but for a nation of 1.4bn, even that's
not really good enough. Though there is no doubt India has improved
considerably at Games since Beijing 2008, we have stayed in the 2-7
medal range in the last five editions. In what is a striking and
sobering contrast, China bagged second place in total medals tally
at Paris, even as it matched US in number of golds. For India, rethink
of strategy and implementation is required to move to the next level.

Contingent’s still small | One reason we haven’t enough to show
isthat wearen't sending enough athletes to Olympics. Our117 athletes at
Paris made for a representation of just .08 per mn population. Compare
that with 37.8 for New Zealand. Or, Japan, with less than one-tenth of
our population, sending more than 400 athletes. A larger pool at the
Games is the first step to go up the medal tally Increasing the number of

J sports we compete inisoneway thiscan
be done. At Paris, we were in the
reckoning injust16of the 32 sports. Our
neighbour China competed in 30. The
problem 1is too few athletes qualify for
Olympic selections.

Expand pool to draw from |
Widening of the talent base is what's
needed if more of our athletes are to
qualify for the Games. Our top-level
infra has improved immensely in
recent yvears. But, barring sporting
states like Harvana and Punjab, it is largely urban talent that is
benefiting from such infra. This will not change without a grassroots-
based approach. We need to create a sporting culture and build
infra at our schools and universities. Such infra is what is behind
UUS’s sporting success. To take just one example, American
universities have produced US gymnastics champions.

Reform sporting bodies | And then there’s the pressing need to
change how our sporting federations function. As the Wrestling
Federation of India controversy highlighted, politicians, their Kin, or
theiraidescontinuetoruletheroost at many of thesebodies, oftenat the
costof ourathletes. A Vinesh Phogat bloomed not because of thesystem
but despite it. The National Sports Development Code of India, meant
to reform their functioning, is vet to be followed by many federations.
Unless this changes, we might have to continue to endure
underwhelming performances at sport’s greatest event.

Property, Propriety
Two jobs for waqf JPC: block ways for dodgy
business & retain board’s unique identity
j s the Wagf Amendment Bill with 40 amendments goes to a

joint parliamentary committee, parties must keep in mind

the uniqueness of wagf alongside the urgent need for sharp
oversight of its management and property. It's good to remember
the two parts of wagf, jurisdiction and administration, have always
been contested issues.

Complexity | Waqgf is a unique Islamic charitable endowment,
involving properties movable and immovable. All profits from waqf
properties are to be used for charity. Property can also assume the
character of awaqf by itsusageovertime. [tisirrevocable in itsuse,
As SC had held, once a waqf, always a waqf. The very nature of waqf
makes ita complex phenomenon.

Misuse | While that is waqgf’s noble
nature, it is the not-so-noble nature of its
administrators down the decades that
has made many waqf issues cesspits of
graft and misuse, a political hot potato
and a fraught matter for the Muslim
community, State waqf bodies abuse
accountability and transparency. Enumeration of property is
patchy. Almost 5% India-wide have been encroached. Disputes are
plenty over lease, sale, tenancy and encroachments. Cases run for
decades in constitutional courts and in understaffed, underfunded
wagqf tribunals. Land mafia has grabbed wagf property. Enforcement
of existinglaw isabsent -it’s lucrative to look away.

What’s needed | Opposition parties and Muslim bodies have
challenged the amendments as failing constitutional guarantees.
Objections have been raised to amendments proposed, such as
online asset management by GOI, stripping state wagf boards of
power, replacingelections tostate waqfs with nominations, opening
CEO-ship of a board to non-Muslims, among others. Yes, waqf
assets —9.4L acres countrywide, estimated worth of 71.2L cr — need
efficient management. But amendments mustn't exacerbate
existing challenges.

What the OTP

Convenience has taken the fun out of life
Bikram Vohra

You know what I am missing. It's inconvenience. Want it back,
ves | do. There’s just too much convenience around and taking
the fun out of things, making them all antiseptic and clinical
and efficient. Remember going to a bookshop on a rainy day
where you could browse through the books and inhale that

. ’ gpecial fragrance and make friends with the librarian and ask
for an opinion or share one. Now you hit a cold button and it appears on a cold
screen and it is soconvenient and utterly lifeless to download a book.

I'mat afriend’s place for lunch and he has ordered his groceries from a grocery
app and where is the pleasure in scrolling pictures for fruit and vegetables.
Imagine giving up the tactile pleasure of selecting oranges and checking out
the apples and working over the aubergines and haggling with the grocer and
suspecting a scale, then adding an extra potato; there was so much fun. It was
the sheer inconvenience that made you feel alive.

There is this GPS thing in vour car where the disembodied voice tells you to
stay left and you follow a blue streak and there was a time when it was an adventure

tolose your way and then be delighted to find yvou are back on track
;I:’*ij) andaskdirectionsfrom strangers who invariably pointed vou in the
L —

wrong direction and you deliberately went the other way.

Take the remote controls that ‘control” our lives and what is the
problem in just getting up and switching on the TV or AC or some other
contraption rather than spending 20 minutes hunting for the remote...it was
here a minute ago, where the heck is it gone?

We treasured our LPs and our DVDs and our choices were visible and personal
as a signature; now we have online lists that simply lack that gravitas. The
instant email correspondence of today fries your synapsesand there’sno joy of
receiving letters days after they were written without annoying emojis.

Holidaytimeand one loved goingtoatravel agency and workingon gettinga
good deal while being surrounded by posters of sun-kissed people on a boat or
under a palm tree, not waiting for an OTE People buy clothes online. Ladies
order shoes long distance. Would love a little of the old inconvenience where I
could get off my backside and heave off to do something without pressing A
and hitting C and having it delivered to my deor. And vou can keep vour
one-time password.

MORE THE MATTER

LESS THE CHATTER
ames Over, So Is Fraterniteé?
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Basking as Olympics host, French found common cause. Question is will this survive
renewed encounter with deep political divisions in the country

Gilles Verniers

France is currently experiencing an
unusual sentiment, collective enjoyment,
starkly contrasting with its usual
self-imposed pessimism and
brooding. It hosted the Olympics,
. which ended vesterday with
great success. Detractors were forced to mute
their criticism. Even the Olympics mascot, two
Phrvgian hats, which were initially derided, was
enthusiastically adopted by the crowds.

Sport has the ability to bring people together
beyond their differences, to celebrate their
shared sense of belonging to anational community.
In 1998, France’s victory in the football World Cup
led toacelebrationof itssocialdiversity, reflected
in the composition of its national team. The fact
that France is doing well in these Olympics — they
finished fifth among nations, and were fourth in
absolute number of medals — contributed to this
domestic Olympic truce.

The question is: is this a temporary pause
hetween phases of political and social discord, or
will the fraternity that manifests itself during
major sports events have a more lasting effect.
One could argue that the capacity to feel and
express fraternity already exists within French
society. Fraternity finds expression in moments
of collective celebration, and these Olympics
have proven to be an excellent catalyst for it. The
Games produce national heroes, who get celebrated
regardless of theirsocial or ethnic origins.

Nonetheless, the Olvmpic Games are, by
definition, a fleeting event that does not answer or
address the causes of the disgruntlement that
characterise French society and politics in
regulartimes.

France is nowhere nearer to having a
govt now than before the Olympics. The pre-poll
prime minister, who initially stayved in
position after elections, heads a caretaker
govt. The left front succeeded in finding a consen-
sus candidate for the PM position: Lucie Castet, a
37-yvear-old economist and civil servant in charge
of finances and procurement for the city of Paris.
Other parties have also floated various names
for the top position. Still, the fact is that the
appointment of a PM lies solely in the hands of
President Macron, whose intentions remain shrouded
inmystery.

The key challenge for French parties and political
leaders after the election was to learn how to deal with
an intensely fragmented National Assembly. French
MPs filled the Speaker position (by re-appointing the
incumbent Speaker) and appointed the heads of major
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parliamentary standing committees. But they must
still learn the art of producing legislation without a
majority. For now, some parties have adopted new
names to convey their willingness to change, but they

have yvet to mend their political ways and accept to seek
compromise with other formations.

Over the past few weeks, Macron has sent sighals
that he would rather work with parties to the right of
the ideological spectrum than seek accommodation
with theleft, which remainsunited. Thistilt towards
the right has created rifts within his party, which
has already been weakened after losing its majority
in 2022, and by the setback of July’'s elections. As
compared to 2022, Macron's party, Renaissance,
has lost 70 seats — plus its immediate allies lost
another 30. Some of his political family’s remaining
left and centre-left-leaning members have expressed
disillusionment and unwillingness to continue
with Macron’s political experiment.

These issues will resurface now that the Games
areover, bringing France back to its usual state of
discontent. After all, the exhilaration and the
celebration of multiculturalism arising from the
1998 World Cup victory did not last long. It was followed
by the ascendency of Jean-Marie Le Pen, who sucoe-
eded in qualifving for the second round of the 2002
presidential election. France’s other World Cup
victory in 2018 was followed by the Yellow Vest
movement, which plunged the country into violence.

This should not come as a surprise, as the concept
of an Olvmpic truce has always been more fiction
than reality Since 1992, United Nations hasadopted a
resolution every two years ahead of the Olympiads,
calling for the respect of a truce, a revival of a
tradition inherited from ancient Greece. Greek
kingsusedtosignapeacetreaty thatenabled their
subjects to travel safely and attend the Games.
This truce (ekecheira) would come into effect a
week before the event and end a week after it,
which UN still adheres to. However, the Games
have had zero impact on the ongoing wars in
Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan. All these i1ssues,
currently sidelined in France's national discourse,
will resurface and affect its polities.

Still, the 2024 Olympics allowed France todisplay
apositiveimage of itself, withremarkable success.
Setting the Games in the heart of Paris produced
stunning visuals. It has also enabled many French
people to experience fraternity again, which in
these days should not be scoffed at, One can only
hope that itencourages people to think about other
ways of creating this kind of bonding.

The writer is Karl Loewenstein Fellow & visiting assistant
professor. political science, Amherst College, US. Views are
personal

The Point About Regulators Hindenburg Didn’t Raise

Regulators need autonomy from executive & accountability to public. That’s why the best forum
for Sebi chief, who's issued a statement, to explain herself is a multi-party committee of MPs

TK Arun

They also serve who stand and accuse.
Hindenburg Research’s allegations
against the Sebichief should, regardless
of the specific merit or otherwise
of charges, lead to some systemic
improvement of the regulatory

regime.,

Madhabi Puri Buch hasdenied the allegation of any
conflict of interest—the context is past association with a
fund related to the Adanis - either while Sebi investigated
charges raised by Hindenburg against the Adanis or
while issuing a show-cause to Hindenburg. Buch and
her husband issued a statement vesterday.

Buch is the first person from the private sector to be
appointed to head the markets regulator. She and her
husband have had successful careers in corporate and
financial worlds, saved amounts that look significant to
most Indians, and invested those savings, including in
OVerseas instruments.

The ethical nature of such investments has to be
judged by the manner in which such savings were
accumulated, and the normative legitimacy of the
investment methods adopted. It would be wrong to proceed
on the assumption that if the savings in question involve
a confusingly large number of zeros, the confusion
must be smoke emanating from a bonfire of ethics.

Past heads of Sebi have all come from within the
govit, and thev have done a decent job, too. India’s
capital markets serve to let Indians deploy their
savings toclaim ownership of and/or returns from the
economy's productive capacity. The market is able to
absorblarge inflows fromabroad and tolerate outflows,
without being overwhelmed. Securities are
dematerialised, trades are cleared and settled, with
total reliability and speed.

It is the absence of such a functional capital market
that lies at the root of China's current property crisis:
most Chinese see property as their most reliable form
of savings, and buy second homes, and, in some cases,

even third homes. Oversupply of real estate, financed
through loans, can avoid a crisis only for so long.
Thanks to a well-regulated capital market, India’s
savings find more diversified deplovment.

This does not mean that there remains no scope for
regulatory improvement, in termsof structure or practice.
Finance is a continuum and calls for unified regulation,
with macroprudential regulation alone being left to
another agency, say acommittee of the central bank, as
in UK, or. ideally, an economic advisory council. When
different regulators oversee different segments of
finance, the borders between the segments either go
under-regulated or lead to turf battles.

To take an example, credit default swaps insure
bonds against default. Should these be regulated by the
insurance regulator or the bond market regulator?
What public purpose is served by having separate
regulators for pensions and insurance,
considering that annuity plans are formulated
by the insurance industry, making use of its
actuarial expertise?

Theaccumulationstage of a pension fund
is similar to the accumulation stage of a life
insurance policyholder whorefusestodieina
hurry Why have two different regulators for
govit bonds and corporate bonds? Fortunately,
we have done away with separate
regulators for commodities and
securities markets, and never had the
US idiocy of separatingthe regulatory
responsibility for spot and forward
markets,

Theseare problems of regulatory
structure, fashioned by law and
flawed policy. But regulators
alone are to blame for deficient
regulatory practice. India hasa
stunted market for corporate
bonds, and only large companies, for
whose custom banks grovel, have access
to the bond market. The regulatory

Calvin & Hobhes

T HATE 'T | You KHMOW WHAT| ITS SO RUDE ! WHY DO THEY
WHEN IT'S | T HATE? I THINK I'M TALKING ? 1TS 0
THIS WINDY, | HATE WHEM T | THEY CAN HEAR ABoOUT ME./
TRLEING AMD WHO CARES. WHAT THEY HAVE
SOMEONE TURNS | TO SAY! IF I START A
THE COMVERSATION] COMVERSATION, T SHOULD
TO HIMSELF ¢ | STA{ O THE SURJECT OF ME!

practice does not support a market for corporate
control. In fact, the delisting norms reinforce incum-
bent control, at the expense of the small shareholder:

Some problems are created by uninformed investors,
such asovervalued small companies. Others, by deficient
regulation: for example, the futures and options market
funectioning virtually as a casino, rather than to hedge
against risk. The budget's solution of a higher securities
transaction tax induces inefficiency, whereas regulatory
action to significantly increase the lot size would preclude
gambling by the small fry.

A practitioner from the industry is better equipped
toimproveregulation thanacivil servant. The US markets
regulator is headed by Gary Gensler, a Goldman
Sachs veteran.

The service rules for Sebi staff are outdated - these
bar employees from badla, for example. long after
badla itself has been abolished. Regulation 64
bars employees from investing in equities, the
restriction extending to spouses and children.

More sensible is the comparable US regulation,
requiring employvees to not misuse privileged
access to information, to have minimum

holding periods and full disclosure.

The biggest change required
in the regulatory regime is
to make all regulators

periodically testify before
multi-party committees
of legislators, as happens
in US. This would give
them autonomy from
the executive, and vet
hold them accountable
tothe ultimate sovereign,
the people.

Buch deserves achance
toexplain how her conduct
entails no conflict of
interest to a committee of

J elected representatives.

Sacredspace
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Be not
astonished at
new ideas; for
itis well
known to vou
that a thing
does not therefore cease to be
true because it is not accepted
by many.

Baruch Spinoza

True Competition Kindles Self-Actualisation

Deepak Ranade

aris Olympics saw the Swedish
| ) pole-vaulter Duplantis, clearing
the bar at a new world record
height of 6.25m, having already secured

the gold medal earlier by clearing 6.00m.

This is the ninth time Duplantis has
broken the world record, bettering his
own effort of 6.24m he set in the Xiamen
Diamond League in April this vear.

Olvmpics represents man's
relentless competitive spirit, his
eternal endeavour to push himself
‘faster, higher, longer’.

Itisasporting event that brings out
the best, demands utmost dedication
and perseverance and commitment to
find a place on the podium and assert
beingthe ‘best of the best’.

Dhaplantis’s effort to go bevond the
gold medal effort, stood out on this
global competitive arena. The crowd
was cheering and encouraging a man

who was competing with the most
challenging competitor—himself. The
rapturous applause at the end of his
spectacular leap was not for the height
he cleared, but for the victory that man
had achieved over his own mind.

The quest for reaching higher had a
pristinedivine element —to better
oneself, It transcended the need
toovertake another. It was
more about taking over
one'sown limitations and
doubts, The competition
was between one’s own
abilities and one's doubts.

Competition with

reflects his undaunting spirit to triumph
over formidable odds and opponents.
Opponents who more often than not spur
each other to delve deepdown in the vaults
of courage, resilience and confidence
and reveal flashes of extraordinary
skills and strengths that might have
languished untouched for want of
being summoned. The quest to
beat oneself was perhaps best
embodied by Sergei Bubka.
4 With a career that spanned
over 15 vears, Bubka broke the
world record for the pole vault
anastonishing 35 times. His

THE SPEAKING TREE ability to consistently break

another surely brings out
the best, but taken to the extreme, it can
degenerate toarat race, each attempting
tooutdo the other and, in some cases,
even ‘undo’ the competitor:

Olympics has always been testimony
toman’s constant efforts to seek
perfection ina myriad of activities. It

records became his trademark,
as he continuously pushed the self-imposed
boundaries. He broke his own record 14
times and that showed his remarkable
ability tosurpass himself,

“Believe in vourself, even when

others doubt yvou. You canachieve anvthing
vou set your mind to,” says Bubka.

In today’s world, competition has
degenerated from being a healthy virtue
of improving oneself intoan unhealthy
effortto win at any cost, using any
means. Such amindset and approach
are the surest recipe for disaster:
Competition that results in eliminating
arival can never be deemed as a victory.
Itisacursed, Pyrrhic victory. True
competition helps mankind evolve; it
nurtures the spirit to improve and excel
rather than stifle competition. It kindles
the spirit of self-actualisation.

When Duplantis cleared 6.25m,
he successfully vaulted restrictive
andregressive understanding of
competition. He trulv raised the bar of
dealing with the fears and doubts of not
others, but more importantly of overcoming
the fears and doubts lurking within oneself.
He seamlessly delivered competition from
the science of decimating the opponent to
the art of transcending the self.

The writer isa consultant neurosurgeon
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The people who are

ighting for the right
to be forgotten

Despite acquittals, they say they continue to face
loss of respect and employment opportunities

Sneha.Bhura@timesofindia.com

aj Mukim (name changed) had
a promising life abroad. He fell
in love and got engaged in 2011.
But soon, the relationship
turned into a nightmare with accusations
of assault and alcohol abuse. After re-
turning to India, Mukim was slapped
with charges of rape by his former girl-
friend. Although he was acquitted of all
charges and declared innocent in a court
of law in 2014, his troubles did not end.

Media reports and records of hislegal
history continue to linger. This has lim-
ited his opportunities, matrimonial pros-
pects shrunk and jobapplications abrupt-
Iy stalled after background checks. “Tam
unable to find worlk. A bit of stock trading
doesn’t help much as I have three chil-
dren to raise,” says Mukim whose wife
pitches in with the household expenses.

For the last few vears, he has been
fighting for digital anonymity with the
‘Right to be Forgotten' (RTBF). “T am do-
ing this for my children and to clear my
name.” Mukim is one among many peti-
tioners seeking redaction of digital re-
cords through RTBE

This controversial right allows indi-
viduals to request the removal of person-
al information from Internet search re-
sults, databases and other digital plat-
forms. The Digital Personal Data Protec-
tion Act, 2023, codified RTBF under the
provision of ‘right to correction and
erasure of personal data’. However, there
are exceptions, especially when the re-
tention of data is necessary for a specific
purpose or compliance with any exist-
ing law: The demand is a contentious
one, say experts where public inter-
est and privacy could be on oppos-
ing sides of the spectrum.

Last week, a Supreme Court
bench addressed a challenge by
Indian Kanoon, a legal database
website, against a Madras High
Court order which directed >~
the website to remove an 8 =
entire judgment that &= 4}\
revealed the identity B
of a person acquit- .
ted in a sexual as-
sault case. Staving
the HC order, the
SC acknowledged
the need to settle
the law on RTBE

PM releases 109 high-yielding,
climate-resilient crop varletles

This is pivotal in the ongoing legal dis-
course around privacy and public re-
cords in India and comes at the back of
conflicting judgments by various high
courts on whether individuals can re-
quest the removal of judicial records
from public access, particularly when
they pertain to sensitive personal infor-
mation and acquittals.

Jvoti Panday, regional director of In-
ternet Governance Project at the Georgia
Institute of Technology, believes the case
involves a direct conflict between the idea
of the right to privacy, freedom of expres-
sion, and how a democracy should func-
tion. “What the RTBF petitioners are
arguing for is that historical integrity in
public records 1s secondary to their right
to reputation.” says Panday, pointing out
how the precedent can encompass media
records, cases of defamation, and sharing
of non-consensual information like vid-
eos or clips of women. “It may seem sim-
ple when you ask why shouldn’t an indi-
vidual want correction of their data? But
it is a very serious legal matter. In the
best-case scenario, the SC will weigh in
and draw the contours of circumstances
under which somebody can exercise
RTBE Even in that scenario, it will have
to be evaluated on a case-by-case basis
because the context is important.”

In December 2022, the Kerala HC
recognised RTBF in three cases. In one,
the petitioner requested de-indexing of
her name from a judgment related to a
failed marriage under the Special Mar-
riage Act. In Kerala, unions under SMA

need to be registered

through a court peti-
tion. “The petition
was filed in Kerala
HC but, unfortunate-
Iy, the marriage nev-
er took place. When
she tried to re-marry,
her alliances would
break because of on-
line searches showing
her name in the judg-
ment. She had to con-

IN A LIMBO:; Actor

Ashutosh Kaushik,

arrested for drunk

driving, claims he

is still haunted by
one stray video
15 years later

stantly explain her past,” says Vipin P
Varghese, advocate for the petitioner,
The court acknowledged the importance
of privacy in matrimonial affairs and
upheld the petitioner’s privacy rights
and directed that in such matters, upon
request, the names and details of the
parties should be masked.

But for eriminal cases, the court
had ruled that public records of indi-
viduals involved in criminal proceed-
ings cannot be erased forever. For a
dentist from Kollam — who was cleared
of sexual harassment charges in 2018
after a five-vear battle — seeking re-
moval of the judgment or even his
name and address through an RTBF
plea filed in 2020 naming Google, Indi-
an Kanoon, and the Indian govt as de-
fendants, has led nowhere. “I have
oiven up. 1 have lost a lot of money al-
ready and don't plan to fight this,” he
says. The case was dismissed by the
Kerala HC in 2022. “The bail order is
circulating on Google, everyvone got to
know. The complainant in my case
withdrew charges saving she made a
mistake, but my life is ruined.”

]
JYOTI PANDAY, RESEARCHER

What the Right to be Forgotten
petitioners are arguing for is
that historical integrity in public
records is secondary to their
right to reputation. This is a
very serious legal matter

Ashutosh Kaushik, a former reality
TV star, says deletion of articles as an
extension of RTBF is only possible for
the rich and powerful. In June 2009, Kau-
shik was arrested for drunk driving in
Mumbai, following which he was fined
and detained for a day Known for shows
like Roadies and Big Boss, Kaushik
claims his career suffered after the ar-
rest. In 2021, he filed a petition in the
Delhi HC to remove these online records
of his arrest. He was confident RTBF
would be recognised as a law. Today, he
15 just going through the motions as the
case drags on. “Even now, people send
me old videos asking, ‘Guru veh kyva kar
diva? I have to remind them to check the
dates, Only one news channel removed
it on personal request, My two-year-old
son has started fiddling with the cell-
phone. Now it's his turn to ask gues-
tions,” says an exasperated Kaushik.

On the other side is Indian Kanoon, a
search engine considered the largest on-
line repository for Indian legal docu-
ments that has become an ever-present
defendant in cases about RTBE On aver-
age, some 20,000 judgments are uploaded
every day on the website. “We don’t usu-
ally remove judgments or carry out name
redactions unless required by law to
maintain parity with other legal databas-
es. Our readers have the right to free
speech and the right to know and T will
fight for that as long as possible,” savs
Sushant Sinha, founder of India Kanoon.

Tinaes News NETWORK

Student ‘loses
- vision after slap’,

named in FIR

principal, teacher

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Sunday released
109 high-vielding, climate-
resilient and biofortified
varieties of 61 crops, includ-
ing 34 field crops and 27 hor-
ticultural crops, and sug-
gested that Krishi Vigvan
Kendras (KVKs) should
proactively inform farmers
about benefits of the new
varieties. Farmers will re-
ceive seeds of all new varie-
ties within three vears.
Lauding scientists for
development of these varie-
ties, the PM said they would
lead to value addition, thus
boosting farmers’ income.

PM Narendra Mﬂ-ﬂl accompanied by Union rmmstEr Shivraj Singh
Chouhan (L) at ICAR-IARI in New Delhi on Sunday. PM said adoption
of organic farming by farmers will be guite beneficial for them

mering tensions among
farmers at a time when a
section of them has con-
stantly been on protest de-
manding better price for
their produce either through

different crops will increase
yvield as well as farmers’ in-
come in addition to encou-
raging them towards envi-
ronment-friendly sustaina-
blefarming practices.

Meerut: Following a Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate court order,
police in Meerut lodged an FIR
against principal and yoga in-
structor of a govt-run Army
Public School in Meerut Cant,
for *slapping a Class 7 student
who later turned blind’, re-
ports Krishna Chaudhary.
The student’s mother, Indu
Devi, said her son is suffering
from a retinal problem and had
very low vision, & after the yo-
ga instructor, Daksh, slapped
him, there was further dam-
age. She said the principal, de-
spite knowing about the inci-
dent that took place last vear,
didn’t take action. The child

Police Launch
Probe Into His
Presence At
Shootout Site

Saleem.Pandit &
Sanjay Khajuria | Tnn

Srinagar/Jammu: The
death count from Saturday’s
shootout between security
forees and terrorists in the re-
mote upper reaches of J&K's
Anantnag district rose to
three, with one of the two ci-
vilians caught in crossfire dy-
ing of gunshot wounds in the
hospital on Sunday.

Deceased were identified
as Havildar Dipak Kumar
Yadav from Bihar and Lance
Naik Praveen Sharma from
Sirmaur{in Himachal), both
attached with 1 Para Special
Force, and Abdul Rashid
Dar, of Kokernag.

Kashmir Zone IGP VK
Birdi said presence of the two
civilians close to Saturday’s
shootoutsite is “being investi-
gated”. There are reports of
locals being coerced or lured
by terrorists to help them nav-
1gate the terrain. Operationto
hunt down terrorists, who es-
caped deep into the jungles,
continued despite heavy rain
& challenging landscape of
Ahlan Gagarmandu.

According to officials,
three to four “highly trained
Pakistani men” suspected to

Civilian dies, toll in
J&K encounter hits 3

On Saturd ay, terrorists were srghted m Ahlan Gagarmandu fﬂrest m‘
Anantnag. As soldiers approached the spot, the terrorists unleashed
a barrage of gunfire, wounding six soldiers and two civilians

be from banned Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed were involved in
the attack on a security
search team that was in pur-
suit of terrorists spotted in
Kapran Garol in Kokernag.

The terrorists crossed
Pir Panjal’s Kishtwar range
and entered south Kashmir
on Aug 5, escaping a man-
hunt in Dodadistrict of Jam-
mu division following an at-
tack on July 15 that left four
soldiers dead, officials said.

On Saturday, the terror-
ists were sighted in Ahlan Ga-
carmandu forest, Anantnag.
As the soldiers approached
the location, the hiding ter-
rorists unleashed a barrage
of gunfire, wounding six sol-
diers and two civilians.

Early on Sunday, a brief
gunfight between security
forces and terrorists was re-
ported from a remote forest in
Kishtwar. No casualties were
reported. The shootout had

Sub-quota a plot to
divide & rule Dalits,
allege SP veterans

Subodh Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Samajwadi Par-
ty's Dalit functionaries have
dubbed the proposal of sub-
categorisation of Scheduled
Castes a ploy to “divide and
rule”, arguing that the party
stands strongly for the unity
of the community as pre-
scribed by Ambedkar.

Veteran MPs RK Chaud-
harv and Awadhesh Prasad
told TOI that division of §Cs
into sub-groups will sound
thedeath knell of Dalitunity,
which canmot be accepted.
“SP led by Akhilesh Yadav
stands resolutely with the
SC/S8T community. SCs are
one bloc and there should be
nochange init,” hesaid.

The views of the MP duo
from Uttar Pradesh came as
SPis positioning itself to tap
into BSP's support base
which has diminished amid
steady erosion of its Dalit
base. Several BSP members
have joined SP, with Chaud-
hary being a key figure from
Kanshi Ram’s era. As May-
awati has come out strongly
against the Supreme Court
Jjudgment on sub-categorisa-
tion and has historically
stood for a single bloc of SCs,
the views of SP's Dalit brass
are politically significant
given its firm eves on the

Maya: Cong favours
sub-classification

SP president Mayawati on

Sunday said Congress has
stated it would consult NGOs
and lawyers before making its
stand clear on sub-classif-
ication within SC/STs. This
shows itisin favour of
sub-classification, she added.
She also slammed the party for
crediting Jawaharlal Nehru and
Mahatma Gandhi for reser-
vation instead of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar. She said
despite having 99 MPs, Cong-
ress did not raise its voice to
try to make SC order (of Aug 1,
2024) ineffective in Parli-
ament. “Thisis when this party
won seats inthe name of
saving the Constitution and
reservation,” she said. uwn

securing its participation
{(inthe society),” hesaid.
Prasad said Ambedkar
enshrined in the Constitu-
tion the privilege for the en-
tire 5C community and
“gplitting them as Pasi, Rai-
das, Dhanuk, Koeri” will not
work, Questioning the argu-
mentover atfirmative action
benefits being monopolized
by some dominant sub-
castes, Chaudhary said sub-
categorisation is not the an-
swer to the issue. “The Su-

no impact on annual pilgrim-
age to Machail Mata shrine.
“Asaprecautionary measure,
traffic and movement of pil-
orims were stopped brieﬂ:,
There iz no need to panic.,” an
official said, assuring pil-
grims of adequate security.
Machail Mata Yatra started
on July 25 and is scheduled to
conclude on Sept 5.

The two slain soldiers
were among 16 security per-
sonnel killed in J&K since
May 4, while 10 civilian fatal-
ities have been reported
since an ambush on a bus in
Reasi district on June 9 left
seven pilgrims, the driver,
and conductor dead.

Mostof thesefatalitiesare
from Jammu region, which
hasseenan increase interror-
st violence this summer. Offi-
cial sources estimate that of
the 70 to 80 Pakistani terror-
istsactive in J&K, nearly 55to
6 are in Jammu zone.

‘Drunk’ Mumbai
motorist hits
biker, assaults
cop, arrested

Mumbai: A 40-yvear-old man
was arrested for allegedly
drivingunderthe influence of
alecohol and assaulting a traf-
fic cop at Goregaon Friday
evening, reports V Narayan.

The man, Shaileshkumar
Singh, a Nallasopara resi-
dent, was driving at Penkar-
pada junction to head towards
Dahisar when his car had a
collision with a two-wheeler
ataround 9.15pm.

A traffic constable and a
warden, who were on night pa-
trol, flagged down the driver
even as the biker, who had sus-
tained minor injury, left the
spot without lodging any police
complaint. The car driver sped
away without halting, raising
suspicion of the constable.

Traffic constable Swapnil
(Gharat, along with the traffic
warden whose identity has
not been revealed by the po-
lice, chased the car on a bike.
Thev tailed the car for about 15
minutes, before intercepting
it at one point. “When he
rolled down the window, the
smell of alcohol filled the air.
He stepped out and held me by
my collar. I called up the police
control room... Dahisar police
station cops reached there
and took him into custody”
the constable told TOI.

He has been booked under
BNS and MVA for offences in-
cluding assault on a public ser-
vant, rash driving, criminal in-
timidation, intentional insult,
disobedience of orders, dan-
gerousdriving, and driving un-
der the influence of alcohol.

Station, Delhi,

kindly inform to the following.

DP/10662/Rly/2024 (UIDB)

| General public is hereby informed that this
person (depicted in the photo) Name:
| Unknown, §/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:

about 30-35 years, Sex: Male, Height: 5'7",
Face: Oval, Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing:
Black color T-shirt and Nevy Blue color Lower,
found dead at KM pole No. 3/9-3/10, under
Meet Nagar Flyover, Railway Track, Shahdara,
Delhion 10.08.2024 by 06.19 am under area of PS. 0ld Delhi Railway

In this regard a DD No. 11A, dated 10.08.2024 has been lodged at
PS. Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
aboutthis person butno clue has cometolight so far,
If any person having any information or clue about this person may

PS.- Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi

ﬁl’l’[ﬂl FOR IDENTIFICATION

SHO

Ph.: 011-23961522, 8750871302

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that this
person (depicted in the photo) Name:

Unknown, §/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:
about 22 years, Sex: Male, Height: 510",
Complexion: Fair, Built: Thin, Face: Long, ID
Mark: Black color Mole on Left Forearm,
Wearing: Checkdar Grey and Blue Shirt and
Blue & Green color Lower, found dead at DDU
Hospital, Delhi on 09.08.2024 under area of PS. Bindapur, Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 203A, dated 09.08.2024 has been lodged at
PS. Bindapur, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
aboutthis person but no clue has cometo light sofar,

If any person having any information or clue about this person may
kindly inform to the following. SHO

PS.- Bindapur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-25633525, 8750871025

DP/10653/DW/2024 (UIDB)

PM proposed that experts
from KVKs, ICAR and state
agricultural universities
engage with farmers one
day each month and the goal
of this exchange should be
to tackle a current issue re-
lated to agriculture and at-
tempt to identify answers
through mutual learning.
Such an exchange will be
helpful in handling the sim-

MSP or other interventions.
These crop varieties have
been developed for different
agro-climatic zones of the
country, focusing on short
duration, resistance tofloods
and droughts/heat,
adaptability tovarious biotic
and abiotic conditions.
Interacting with farmers
at the farms of ICAR-TARI,
Modi said these varieties of

and

Agriculture

[ARIfarms.

Miffed with state chief, K’taka
BJP bloc plans own padayatra

Times NEws NETWORK

Belagavi: Miffed with Karnataka BJP
president BY Vijavendra for allegedly
not taking them into confidence on the
‘Mysore Chalo’ padayatra, a group of
senior BJPmembersare mulling asim-
ilar march from Kudala Sangama in
Bagalkot district to Ballari.

Members of this group, who have
all along opposed the elevation of Vi-
jayendra as president of the state unit,
met on Sunday at a private hotel on the
outskirts of Belagavi to discuss plans
foral188km ‘Ballari Chalo’ padayatra.

Led by Vijayapura MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal and Gokak legisla-
torr Ramesh Jarkiholi, the group in-
tends to highlight the Valmiki corpo-
ration scam and the diversion of
SCPTSP funds meant for Scheduled
Castes and Tribes for the state govt's
guarantee schemes.

Those who attended included Har-
ihar MLA BP Harish, former MPs
Pratap Simmha, GM Siddeshwar and
Annasaheb Jolle, former MLAs Ar-
vind Limbavali and Kumar Banga-
rappa, and former chief minister BS
Yediyvurappa's personal assistant NR

Members of the gmup whn haue all aiung
opposed the elevation of Vijayendra {(with
mike) as state unit chief, met on Sunday

The PM also discussed
importance of millets. On
benefits of natural farming,
he said people have started
consuming and demanding
organic food and adoption of
organic farming will be
quite beneficial for farmers.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan ac-
companied Modi to ICAR-

“The student was involved in a “Kanshi Ram believed they haul'... no-

scuffle and the teacher inter- should unite and only with body is stop-
minister vened. The teacher said he just the united struggle of the ping the oth-

tapped the child. But, even ‘Bahujan Samaj’ which in- er (weaker) 1

that's unacceptable. His servic- cludes SC, STand OBCs,can  sub-castes,”

es were terminated.” the community succeed in  hesaid.

fragmenting BSP vote bank.
Chaudhary said Kanshi

underwent five major eye sur-
geries, but lost his vision.

preme Court
has not stud-

Ramplayvedabigroleinunit- ied the issue
ing Dalits across divisions but decided
and sub-catergorisation will according to

be an assault on that unity  the ‘ma-

Police have registered an
FIR under IPC sections 325,
351 and 201, among others.

Principal, Rita Gupta, said,

w
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Government of Maharashtra

Department of Fisheries

E-TENDER
Supply of Solar Fish Dryer under Innovative Scheme

Bovt. HI!I Notice Inviti

e-tender (NIT) Reference No.: -

https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in,

2. To participate in the e-tendering process, the bidder/agency are required to get

themselves registered with Bihar Government Centralized e-Procurement portal, i.e.,
shall contact the helpdesk at the following address,
“Mjunction Services Limited, RJ] Complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura,
Ashiana Road, P.5.
eproc2supportia bihar.gov.in, Toll Free Number- 18005726571 (Working Hours: BAM to
7PM, All days in week except Sunday and few selected state holidays)".

- Shastri MNagar,

3. Schedule of Events:

Tender for selection of agency to provide Physiotherapy services at
Sub-Division/Block-level Government Healthcare Facilit

05 /SHSB/Physiotherapy Services/2024-25
The State Health Soclety, Bihar (SHSB), Patna intends to select an agency via e-tendering
to provide Physiotherapy services at Sub-Division/Block-level Government Healthcare

Facilities, in the State of Bihar. The State Health Society, Bihar, invites bids from eligible
business entities, in providing the services as mentioned in this tender document.

Patna B0O0 014,

in the State of Bihar

Bihar, e-mail id:

E-TENDER File No.: FISH/M/053101/1458/2024-25 sl.no.

Event Description

Timeline

On behalf of the Governor of Maharashtra, the Commissioner of Fisheries, Maharashtra State is
inviting E-tender for Supply of Solar Fish Dryer for Fishermen's of Thane District. In this regard, an
online E-tender document is published on the website hitps:/mahatenders.gov.in from Date
12/08/2024 to 27/08/2024. It is mandatory to submit a bid as prescribed in the E- tender document for 3.2
the above item. Details as below

3.1 | Bid Submission Start Date & Time

Last date & time for submission
(upload) of online bidding document.

16/08/2024 (Friday) from 11:00 AM, one -
Procurement Portal ( https:/feproci bihargowvin )

06/09/2024 (Friday) till 05:00 PM, on e-Procurement
Portal (hittps:/feproc2.bihargov.in |

Last date & time for submission of
EMD {Online Mode)

06/09/2024 (Friday) till 05:00 PM

Time, Date of opening of Technical

Time, Date of opening of Financial

09/09/2024 (Monday) at 1:00 PM on e-Procurement
Fnrl‘.al (https:/feproc bihargovin |

To be announced later on the e-Procurement Portal

(https://eprocd.b |i'|_E| rEov.in J

Santosh. None of them had participa-
ted in the ‘Mysuru Chalo’ padayatra.
Yatnal told the gathering, "Our
fight should be pro-public rather than
benefit one functionarv. The Muda
scam is restricted to Mysuru, but the
Valmiki corporation scam and diver-
sion of SCPTSP funds are good issues
for BJP to brand the govt as anti-Da-
lit.” He said ‘Ballari Chalo’ padavatra
would be subject to clearance from the
high command. “We will convince the
high command about the need for this
padavatra. The dates will be finalised
after the Ganesha festival,” he said.

3.6 | Pre-bid meeting (Date & time)

23/08/2024 (Friday) at 11:30 AM

Sr. No. Particulars Quantity Capacity 33
1. Solar Fish Dryer 5 1 Ton per -
Heat Pump-DC 24V Dryer | Bid
Chamber Size-3X 1.5 X 2 Meter -
= | gid
1. | The cost of the tender form Rs.13,000/-
2. | E-Tender Sale Date: Date: 12/08/2024 (05:00 pm)to 27/08/2024
(04:00 pm)
3. | Pre-bid meet:ing Date: 19/08/2024, 3.00 PM
The last date for Bid Submission Date and Time: 27/08/2024 till 04:00 pm 4.
5. | Date and time of opening of e- tender Date and Time: 29/08/2024 up to 04:00 pm
(if possible)
6. | Earnest Money Depositamount Rs.1,25,000/- 5
7. | Security depositamount 3%
After completion of the tender process, the deposited amount paid by online mode will be (i)

refunded. The E-tender document is published on the website https://mahatenders.gov.in from Date
12/08/2024 to 27/08/2024. It is mandatory to submit an e-tender for the above itemn.
Sd/-
(Mahesh Deore)
Joint Commissioner of Fisheries(Marine)
Maharashtra State, Mumbai

DGIPR/2024-2025/1805

3.7 | Pre- bid meeting venug

available on website) from e-Procurement Portal (hitps:/eproc2.bihargov.in) and
submit its tender by using the downloaded document.

For further enquiry and information, please contact the following officers during office
hours 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM-

(i) Dr N. K. Sinha (State Program Officer), Mob. no. 9470003014
ShriVikash Kumar, Additional Director-PPP, State Health Society, Bihar (SHSB),
Mob. no.- 7903367959
PR. No. 005870 (BE.C) 2024-25
This information is available on website www,state.bihar.gov.in

Conference Hall, State Health Society, Bihar, 4 ™ Floor,
Swasthya Bhawan, Sheikhpura, Patna -800014

Bidder may also download the tender documents (a complete set of documents is

Executive Director
State Health Society, Bihar

ardbihar also
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Six 4th-Place Finishes !
Show Indian Athletes
Are Getting Better

Neeraj Chopra

SPORT |

L O

S SIGN OF FO

STAGE FRIGHT AND BELOW-PAR
COACHING AFFECTING ARCHERS

Archiman.Bhaduri @timesofindia.com

rchers flattered to deceive once again as India still

await their first medal from the discipline. Ankita
Bhakat and Dhiraj Bommadevara came agonisingly close
ending fourth in the mixed team event. But that's it — the
six-member team was one of the biggest
disappointments of the Games for India.

Olympian Jayanta Talukdar agreed that Indian
archers suffered from stage fright. “Olympic is different
ball game. Handling pressure is so important and | felt
our archers messed it up there,” he said, explaining the
6s and 7s that some of them hit in crucial
stages.

Both Talukdar and his former India
teammate Rahul Banerjee were not happy
with the coaching staff too. “Qur coach
o\ M Sonam Singh Bhutia should have done more

to give the archers confidence
ARCHERY :

in pressure situations,” Talukdar
ATHLETES: 6 | MEDAL: 0  said. Banerjee felt the shooting

order in the men's team match

would have loved to be the
reason for the national
anthem to ring around the
Stade de France, but I am
immensely proud I won
silver with a throw that was bet-
ter than my gold-winning effort
from Tokyvo three vears ago. Yes,
the time has come for me to seek
improvements after I sit with my

team and decide on how to man-
age the injurv.

Before heading to the rest of
my competitive season, I will
soak in the emotions sparked
by my second successive Olym-
pic Games medal. [ am grateful
for the overwhelming support
that I have received from each
one of you, The motivation and
wishes that PM extended to me
and my teammates, was the ic-
ing of the cake.

However, | want to also cele-
brate many of my teammates
who delivered strong perfor-
mances. | believe we must not
use the medal tally as the only
vardstick to assess India’s per-
formance, In fact, I would urge
vou to look at how hard our ath-
letes trained and competed in-
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tensely. Just spare a moment to
understand how many of our
athletes gave everything but
missed out on podium finishes
by a whisker: Even then, as many
as 22 of the 117-member contin-
gent— including the 16-member
hockey team — will return home
with medals from Paris 2024.
India’s improved show is re-
flected by six fourth-place fin-
ishes and one heartbreaking
disgualification, a medal that
was assured, along with the six

we won. Back in the time when
legends like Milkha Singh (1960)
and PT Usha (1984) got fourth
place, both made history and
became national role models.
Today, in one Olympics, we have
seven such athletes who could
have won a medal and 15 athletes
who made it to the guarterfinals.

This is in comparison to just
two fourth-place finishes in To-
Kvo. This shows that as a nation,
our sporting prowess has signifi-
cantly evolved. As a nation that

has just started to invest heavily
in sports — providing world-class
facilities to athletes — in the last
decade, we must be patient to see
these fourth-places convert to
medals. I am sure in the next
Olympics, many of these athletes
and newer ones will bag medals
for India. Arjun Babuta, Ankita
Bhakat, B Dhiraj, Maheshwari
Chauhan, Anant Jeet Singh,
Manu's third medal miss and of

course Vinesh, these are ath- l
letes whose achievements ‘3‘-

TIME TO LOOK
BEYOND BRONZE

Manuja.Veerappa
@timesofindia.com

bronze won or a gold lost? As

the euphoria around the hockey

bronze is mellowing, there's a

goal and had the run of play in their

favour. But instead of going for
goal, they often looked for a PC.
They wasted half-chances too.”

LACK OF NATIONAL CAMPS
HURT INDIAN WRESTLERS \

:

L 7P

Staying on the topic of
overdependence, Halappa added,
“Manpreet Singh was outstanding in
the way he switched roles, but what
we lacked was a central midfielder
who could control the game."

Halappa insisted Paris is now

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

ndia in Paris will be remembered

for Vinesh Phogat. She won and
lost in equal measure — there
wasn't a medal to show for the 50
kg wrestler — but the brave Vinesh

Chhatrasal Akhada
under his personal
coach till last Saturday,
who won India a bronze.
Reetika, too,
impressed in her debut
Games but Antim and

v_q

MIRABAI
CHANU

should be celebrated.

It is only a matter of time
that these will transform to top-
10 finishes and earn medals for
India. It is imperative that we
sustain the intensity with
which we back the training and
competition plans of our ath-
letes across disciplines. Change
will come only with such im-
proved performances across

disciplines. My confidence

proach and the efforts being
made by all stakeholders, in-
cluding the government, to pro-
vide support that was unheard
of till a decade ago. [ have my-
self trained in six countries for
310 days in the last three years.
All the athletes who partici-
pated are part of the Target
Olympic Podium Scheme which
provides multiple foreign train-
ing to athletes, personal coach-

against Turkey should have been changed. “That's a
coach's call. But our person (Bhutia) was not good or
bold enough to take a decision,” Banerjee felt.

India’s Korean coach Baek Woong Ki was denied
accreditation at the Games. Most of the archers felt his
presence wouldn't have made a difference. “l doubt,”
both Talukdar and Banerjee said, raising questions about
Baek's expertise. “It's high time we focus on our coaches
and youth development programme,” Banerjee added.

Looking ahead Banerjee felt there should be a ‘gap
analysis’ exercise. “AAl should have a brain-storming
session with the archers as well as those who took part
in past Olympics to find out where we are falling short. If
it is happening again and again then there must be areas
which we are not addressing,” he said.

According to the London Olympian, we should go
ahead with the ‘Mission Olympic’ motto. “The Korans
always give priority to the Olympics. But we want medals
in all competitions which somehow is perhaps diluting
our Olympic preparation,” Banerjee felt.

Olympian Atanu Das called for focus on team
competition at domestic level. “We don't get to shoot in
team events in national-ranking meets. But | feel we
stand a better chance in team and mixed events and
hence that could be given priority now,” Das, the
husbhand of Deepika, stated.

© stems from our athletes’ es, forelgn experts it is a
changed mindset and ap- rather long list. pmc
7 s | AM ENTERING A NEW SEASON

NOW. SO, | DON'T HAVE THAT
MUCH TIME TO CHANGE TRAINING
METHODS OR TECHNIQUE. BUT | HOPE
TO IMPROVE THE LINE OF THE JAVELIN.

= (WILL TRY TO) CORRECT ANGLE OF

. ' WORKONIT”

THROWING SO THAT | GET MORE POWER
IN MY THROW. | WILL CERTAINLY

NEERAJ'S MEDAL NOT QUITE A
SILVER LINING IN ATHLETICS

Hindol.Basu@timesofindia.com

27-member Indian athletics contingent, headlined by

Tokyo Olympics gold medallist Neeraj Chopra,
competed at the Paris Olympics. They had just one
medal to show at the end of the Games — Neeraj's silver
in javelin throw.

A lot was expected from the athletics contingent
after their impressive show at the 2022 Commonwealth
Games and the following 2022 Asian Games. The CWG
saw Indian track and field athletes bring home eight
medals - 1 gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze. Then at the, they
had 29 medals - 6 gold, 14 silver and 9 bronze.

With such spectacular performances in the two years
leading up to the Paris Games, the athletics ecosystem in
India anticipated at least three medals from the
Olympics. Neeraj's medal colour too was unexpected.

Asian Games champion and CWG silver-medallist
Avinash Sable was the only Indian athlete other than

ensured that she will be one of
India's most talked-about
sportspersons of all time.,

She was one of six Indian
wrestlers who competed in Paris -
Antim Panghal (53kg), Anshu Malik
(57kg), Nisha Dahiya (68kg) and
Reetika Hooda (76kg) in the
women's category and Aman
Sehrawat (57kg) in the male
categary. Their preparation going
into Olympics wasn't the best due
to reasons well-documented —
there were no
national camps —
and at the end of the
day, it was Aman,
who trained at

WRESTLING

ATHLETES: 6 | MEDAL: 1 BRONZE

MNeeraj to make the finals in the track and field events.
Sable finished 11th in the men's 3000m steeplechase
final. “When 27 athletes gualified for the Paris Games,
which was our highest-ever representation at the
Olympics, the general mood among our
athletics fraternity was guite upbeat.
Everyone thought that Neeraj's gold was a
done deal; and apart from him, we would win
at least two-three more medals.

N “Sable was one contender, the men's
ATHLETICS

4x400m relay team had
ATHLETES: 27 | MEDAL: 1 SILVER

Anshu disappointed.
Nisha's campaign ended
abruptly after suffering a
severe shoulder injury.
Experts, however, feel that
the wrestlers should have
brought two to three medals. “We
can't say it was a disappointing
performance but, yes, we should
have won two more medals. There
was no proper wrestling federation
in place and the sport was
managed by the SAl and 10A’s ad-
hoc body in which they clearly
failed,” said former India wrestler
and coach Kripa Shankar Patel.
Jagbir Singh, international
referee judge feels the absence of
national camps and sparring
partners led to such an
underwhelming
performance.

history and it is time to focus ahead
“As in every cycle, young blood
will have to be infused. Fulton did a
good job in balancing teams over 18
maonths. Over the next four years, it
is imperative new players get
enough game time. India will need
to develop a midfielder who has
good game sense and can master
the drag flick. A supply chain of
goalkeepers must be put in place.
The focus in this cycle should be
more on performance and progress
rather than results
and Fulton should
be given a free-
hand to pick his
team for 2028."

HOCKEY

TEAM: 1| MEDAL: 1 BRONZE

feeling in the fraternity that the
team should have bettered its
Tokyo show in Paris. “First, it is no
small feat to finish on the podium in
two consecutive Olympics. Also,
chief coach Craig Fulton did a
commendable job in just 18 months.
That said, this team had the
potential to play the final,” said
Olympian Arjun Halappa.

One big chink in India's
gameplan, the former midfielder
said, was players' tendency to look
for penalty corners, in the process
squandering good opportunities to
score. “There was too much
dependence on penalty corner
conversion,” he said. "By looking to
win short corners, strikers were
guilty of limiting their goal-scoring
options. There were times when
players were within 2-3 vards of

Shooters tick
most boxes

Tushar.Dutt@timesofindia.com

built expectations after
their outstanding show
at the World
Championships last year, but things didn't materialize as
expected. This points towards a necessity to create a
larger pool of elite athletes, if we desire more than one
medal at the Olympic level,” NIS-trained athletics coach
Mahipal Gaur reflected.

According to official data from the Sports Authority of
India’s (SAI) Mission Olympic Cell (MOC), the government
spent Rs 96.08 crore for athletics in the current Olympic
cycle, It's the biggest chunk in the close to Rs 470 crore
that had been spent on India's preparation for the Games
this time across 16 disciplines. In the previous Olympic
cycle, athletics received Rs 5.38 crore.

SHUTTLE SERVICE BREAKDOWN
AS BADMINTON DRAWS A BLANK

have more = thana
million shooters in
Germany, but they couldn't win in
Paris. Indians should learn to be
happy. You should be proud of the
way Ramita and Babuta (Arjun)
shot. Shooting is a 140-nation
sport and to get three medals is a
good achievement,” he added.

China and Korea topped the
medals tally in shooting with 10
(5 gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze)
and 6 (3 gold, 3 silver)
respectively. “If you want to win
like China, then start treating
yvour shooters like horses. There
is a thing called humanity and |
have seen how Chinese athletes
get treated by their own
country,” the German said. “The
Indian lot was mentally fit and
had nice technique, not just in air
events, but also in 50m rifle 3
positions, where Swapnil won a
bronze,” Heinz said.

MNow it's on the shooters to
improve their performances and
turn the close-finishes into
medals at Los Angeles 2028.

Pune: After firing blanks in the
2016 and 2020 editions, Indian
shooters finally came back with
three bronze medals from Paris.
Six finalists and a few more
finishing in top-12 from a
contingent of highest-ever 21
shooters, the performance was
well above-par.

Legendary German shooting
coach Heinz Reinkemeijer
believes Indian shooters had
more than a good outing in
Chateauroux. “The obsession for
medals must go. Indians have
become like that kid who always
cries for chocolates. India should
be happy for the performance of
their shooters,” Heinz, who had
trained Abhinav Bindra before he
won gold at Beijing in 2008, told
TOl on Sunday. “Look at the
German shooting contingent if
you want to talk about
disappointment and disaster,”
he said. The German shooters
had won quotas in 13 events but
couldn't win even one medal.

“There were five No. 1s and

NO MEDAL A RESULT
OF POOR PLANNING

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com
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ATHLETES: 21| MEDALS: 3BRONZE S

\ 1 ndia was expected to win at least two badminton
medals in Paris but they returned empty-handed. Chief
coach Pullela Gopichand, who has been at the helm since
2006, was disappointed with the Indian shuttlers' show. “I
thought we would come back with more than one medal
this time. We expected a medal from men’s doubles,
women's singles and men's singles,” Gopichand said.
Lakshya Sen finished fourth in men's singles while PV
Sindhu was ousted in the pre-quarterfinals. Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, who were the
overwhelming favourites to finish on the
podium, were shocked in the quarterfinals.
e “This was an unexpected result, | think the
S Badminton Association of India and Sports

/ Authority of India will
BADMINTON

conduct a thorough
ATHLETES: 7 | MEDAL: 0

b

TABLE TENNIS

ATHLETES: 6 | MEDAL: 0

Olympics. She was later followed
by Sreeja Akula in the Round of 16,
where both of them lost.

The women's team also
reached the guarterfinals and it
had its chances against Germany
too for a semifinal spot, but it was
not enough. The men's show was
utterly disappointing. The team of
Sharath Kamal, Harmeet Desai
and Manav Thakkar crashed out in
the Round of 16.

MANIKA, SREEJA
LEAVE A MARK

Hindol.Basu@timesofindia.com

“To be at the top, a consistent
winning mentality should also be
there all the time, not just once in
a while. The winning mentality
is not about ‘I want to win', it
means | need to have that
habit of winning,” national
coach Massimo
Constantini said.

ndia's table tennis campaign

centered around two women
paddlers - Manika Batra and
Sreeja Akula. Batra became the
first Indian TT player to progress
to the pre-quarterfinals of the

investigation. We need
to know the reasons
behind this poor show.
But | am confident if we correct these flaws we will come
up with a good show at the next Olympics,” Gopichand
said, Despite Gopi being the chief coach, most of the
players were with their own coaches in Paris.

INDIA AT GAMES OVER THE YEARS

Amit Panghal. Only Nishant Dev showed
promise and fought his heart out in a
close bout in the men's 71kg quarterfinal.
The pugilists’ disappointing show
has much to do with the Boxing

have won at least two boxing medals.
The authorities and federation must
answer what they do to prepare our
boxers for the Games,” said Anoop
Kumar, former head coach of the Indian

BOXING

ATHLETES: 6 | MEDAL: 0

cycle, three head coaches were

ndian boxers returned from Federation of India’s (BFI) poor women's boxing team. changed making it difficult for

Paris with zero medals despite planning, overdependence on Another coaching veteran Jagdeep our boxers to follow any particular SNSS — Goid | Stiver | Bronze m
boasting of some proven foreign experts, lack of trust in Hooda, who trained both the men's and  coaching style. Then, the two foreign 2008 Betjing 1 0 ? 3
performers in Tokyo Games Indian coaches and introduction  women's national teams from 2004-22,  coaches - Bernand Dunne and Dmitry 2012 London 0 2 4 6
bronze winner Lovlina of a much-debatable evaluation pinned the blame on the BFI's Dmitruk introduced the evaluation tests 2016 Rio 0 1 1 2
Borgohain, two-time world test system at its national camps.  overdependence on foreign coaches in camps and did away with the tried- 2020 Tokyo 1 3 1 7
championships gold medallist Nikhat “It was an underwhelming and lack of quality sparring partners. and-tested process of holding selection =
Zareen and Asian and CWG champion performance by our boxers, We should  “Between the Tokyo and Paris Olympics  trials,” said Hooda. 2024 Paris 0 L > 6
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Amid gender row,
Lin seals emphatic
gold in boxing

Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting won her
Paris Olympics women's boxing
final on Saturday in style,
ensuring that the two fighters at
the centre of a major gender
controversy both take home
gold. A day after Algeria’s Imane
Khelif clinched gold at 66kg, Lin
sobbed on the podium after
claiming the 5Tkg crown with a
unanimous points decision win
over Poland’s Julia Szeremeta. It
was Taiwan's second gold of the
Games and Lin bowed to all four
sides of the arena, before
kneeling down and banging the
canvas with her fists. ¥| feel
incredible. | want to thank
everyone who has supported me
and thanks to my team and
everyone in Taiwan,” she said.

Khelif files legal suit
over online harassment
Olympic boxing champion
Imane Khelif has filed a legal
complaint in France for online
harassment after a rain of
criticism and false claims about
her sex during the Paris Olympics,
her lawyer said Sunday. Khelif
won gold Friday in the women's
welterweight division, becoming a
new hero in her native Algena and
bringing global attention. acencies

TIMES AT (5)
THE GAMES

ALOK.SINHA @timesofindia.com

Paris: It started with incessant rain
on the night of July 26, right next to
the gloriously lit Eiffel Tower. It was
an opening ceremony like no other. You
watched it on big screens as the ath-
letes and officials cruised on boats on
the river Seine, waving at the specta-
tors standing in hordes at the riverside.

Drenched to the bones in open
stands, vou watched Zinedine Zidane
run into the Trocadero arena with
the Olvmpic flame to deafening ap-
plause and hand it over to Rafael
Nadal. The Olympic cauldron was
finally lit with a burning arrow. It
was a spectacle to remember.

Then days went by in a blur: It was
competition time. The real deal. You
got sucked into it. The daily rides in
the Metro were the same, the food at
the Olympic venues was the same, at
every venue! But the action inside
every arena had its distinct flavour: It
was an emotional roller-coaster ride.

For me, the strongest image of
Paris 2024, which ended on Sunday,
was that of Vinesh Phogat sitting
inside the Games Village, deep in
thought, after entering the final of
S50kg freestvle wrestling. She had
fought bravely that day, had beaten
the world champion on the way. But
she was worried. Not about her
American opponent in the final, but
her weight. She was 2.7kg overweight
and had to shed it overnight. The
welgh-in was early morning and it
was not going to be easy.

She missed it by a mere 100g. That
must have weighed like a ton on
every Indian’s mind. Vinesh was se-
verely dehydrated, mentally a wreck.
she has healed physically by now.
The mind is another matter.

The other image is that of Paki-
stan's Nadeem Arshad’s javelin
throw that travelled 92.97m at the
Stade de France. And how it ended
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AU REYOIRE
PARIS!

From A Worried Vinesh To Nadeem’s
Travelling Javelin To The Twinkling Eyes Of
Manu, It Has Been A Roller-Coaster Ride
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L ¢ 8 THE HEARTEREAK:
Vinesh Phogat
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India’s hopes of a gold medal repeat
in the event. Neeraj Chopra, fighting
a groin niggle, had a fantastic throw
of 89.45m himself. But there was no
way he was going to catch up. There
will be another time when Neeraj
undergoes surgery and returns to ac-
tion fitter than he has been in vears.

Gold and silver, It is massive,
The greatest sportsperson of India,
ever? Yes, without doubt, and
Neeraj 1s just 26.

The train journeys to Chateaur-
oux - 300km south of Paris - will
certainly stay in memories — getting
up at 4am to catch the train from
Paris-Austerlitz and reaching the
shooting ranges bleary-eved. It was
made worthwhile by the smiling,
twinkling eves of shooter Manu
Bhaker who created history there.
She won back-to-back bronze medals
and came very close to winning an-
other: No Indian has two medals in
the same Games. She has raised the
bar. She is just 22, so will surely be
back for more,

Manu's second medal came in the
company of Sarabjot Singh in the
mixed 10m air pistol event.

Shooting gave us another bronze
medal. Swapnil Kusale won it in the
50m rifle 3P event. While the buzz

THE HIGH:

Manu Bhaker
e

over Manu's two medals had not vet
died down, Swapnil, 29, quietly went
about his business and pleasantly
surprised us all.

The hockey bronze was special.
They had won it in Tokvo and wanted
it again. They won it by beating Spain
2-1. Ten of the team were part of the
Tokvo bunch which had got India a
hockey medal after 41 yvears. They
knew how to win it.

They lost a very close match to
Germany in the semifinals. It could
have gone either way. It could have
broken their confidence. But for
them, there was no time to look back.
They said they wanted to win a med-
al for their 36-vear-old goalkeeper PR
Sreejesh who was playing his fare-
well match for India. They won it in
stvle. It was after 52 years that India
had won back-to-back hockey medals.

On the penultimate day, 21-year-
old wrestler Aman Sehrawat won us
a bronze. It gave some solace after
Vinesh’s lost medal. Aman hashad a
difficult life, having lost both his par-
ents by the age of 11. Wrestling saved
him from going astray, gave him a
purpose in life. He is giving back to
the sport and the country. Those close
to him say he rarely smiles. After the
medal, post the press conference.

“l was

HAMISH KERR

ust in shock. Both me and
a little bit tired after all the jumps we took. | knew |
had a good one in me, and | knew that if | it
up sooner rather than later, then | could just finish the
comp and start recovering.”

Shelby were getting
could get

NEW ZEALND'S GOLD MEDALLIST IN HIGH JUMP AFTER A THRILLING FINAL

while posing for a selfie, he smiled.
It went straight to the heart.

There were six fourth-place fin-
ishes for India at the Games: Arjun
Babuta in men's 10m air rifle shoot-
ing; Dhiraj Bommadevara and An-
kita Bhakat in mixed team archery;
Mirabai Chanu in weightlifting;
Anant Jeet Singh & Maheshwari
Chauhan in mixed skeet event;
Manu Bhaker in women's 25m pistol
and Lakshya Sen in men's singles
badminton. Six medals could have
very well been 12. And such is the
world of sport.

Reflecting on India’s perfor-
mance one realized that the eity had
grown on yvou. You were reminded
of those quick walks out of the com-
petition arenas to enjoy food at the
corner café. You were reminded of
the volunteers here who made your
workplace more comfortable, You
were reminded of the croissants at
the Chateauroux station, which
simply melted in the mouth. You
were also reminded of the smiling,
welcoming faces of the Sri Lankan
Tamils running the provisional
store just next to your rented apart-
ment in Belleville.

[t is time to go home now, with abag
full of memories. Au revoir Paris.

Sifan trades elbows
with Assefa before
winning marathon

Paris: Sifan Hassan traded el-
bows with Tigst Assefa with 150
meters left in the women's
marathon, then passed her
along the railing to win the race
for her third distance medal of
the Paris Games on Sunday.

Hassan, an Ethiopian-born
racer who runs for the Nether-
lands, finished in an Olympic
record time of 2 hours, 22 min-
utes, 55 seconds. Assefa won
silver for Ethiopia, and Kenva's
Hellen Obiri took the bronze,

Hassan raised her hands
and velled as he crossed the
line, then wrapped the Dutch
flag around her head as she
celebrated. Wearing an orange
bucket hat, she wrapped an
arm around Nepal's Shan-
toshi Shrestha, whose smile
was as bright as the sun pour-
ing down on them.

/. SIFAN HASSAN

Then, taking in the enor-
mity of her win, Hassan
plunged her head in her hands
and appeared to weep with joy.

The 31-year-old Hassan also
won bronze in the 5,000 and
10,000. By simply completing
the marathon, she ran more
than 62 km. She now has six
Olympic medals. In Tokvo, Has-
san won the 5.000 and 10,000 and
finished third in the 1,500.

Breaking from tradition,
the women's Olvmpic mara-
thon was held on the final day
instead of the men’s race. ap

84 nations won medals
in Paris, India at No. 71

»Continued fom P1

at may rankle is the
fact that our elite ath-
letes now get the fa-

cilities that they want — the
best training, good exposure
and medical support. While at
the grassroots level, sport still
craves for attention and sup-
port, the govt does make
things easy for top athletes to
train, prepare and perform.

For preparing the contin-
gent for Paris Olympics, the
Union govt spent Rs 470 crore
over the last three years. This
is significantly more than what
used to be the figure earlier.
Looking at the break-up, the
highest amount was spent on
athletics (Rs 96.08 cr) followed
by badminton (Rs 72.02 cr), box-
ing (K= 60.93 cr) and shooting
(Rs 60.42 er). All 16 disciplines
in which India participated in
Paris got funds.

But another number makes

it look dismal — 84 countries
won medals in Paris and India
were placed at 71 in the table.
Certainly, not flattering.
Those who have a stake in In-
dian sport must feel the pinch.

Abhinav Bindra, India’s
first individual Olympic gold
medallist, called the Indian
contingent’s show ‘commend-
able’, “It's been a spirited per-
formance. All our athletes have
performed at a high level,” he
sald. Encouraging words in-
deed. The problem is that while
we improve, the world im-
proves too. The powerhouse
nations Keep trying to get bet-
ter and fringe countries keep
producing surprise champi-
ons. The competition at this
level is relentlessly high qual-
ity The challenge is enormous.

The likes of Manu Bhaker,
Sarabjot Singh and Aman
Sehrawat give optimism a
yvouthful boost. More of their
ilk are welcome.
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police complaints.
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE, AND
A RIVER CALLED SEINE

There have been quibbles — the food at the Olympic
Village and the water in the cleaned-up Seine where
swimming events were held, for example. Three
German swimmers became ill after competing in the
open water races, though it was not clear if the long-
polluted river was respansible for their sickness. The
river remained dogged by pollution problems despite
a 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion) upgrade to improve
the Paris sewerage and water treatment system.

DUPLANTIS VS DUPLANTIS f

Armand Duplantis, known as Mondo, had
already clinched his second consecutive
Olympic gold medal in the men's pole vault. But

AN AFFAIR TO
REMEMB

OPEN-MOUTHED CEREMONY

OrganiSErs promised a spectacular opening
ceremaony and the rain-soaked boat parade on
the River Seine ended up making global headlines,
but not for the expected reasons.

Church leaders and conservatives were left
outraged by a scene involving drag queens and
lesbian DJ Barbara Butch that appeared to parody
Jesus's Last Supper. Artistic director Thomas Jolly
denied any such intention. He and others involved
ended up facing vicious online harassment that led to
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The Paris Games brought dazzling
sport to the heart of the French capita
and restored the Olympics’ mojo. The
spotlight was brignt enough to highlight

0la Taves, new faces and UHIIEE‘IY stars...

SAMMAN SEHRAWAT!

La

LANDMARK GAMES: The
Eiffel Tower was the

backdrop to the beach
volleyball action
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WARPING TIME

Success or failure is defined by
cruelly tiny increments.
American Noah Lyles (lane 7)
won the men’s 100m dash by
0.005 seconds from Jamaica's
Kishane Thompson (lane 4). If
he had been slower by a blink

i The four medals (two gold, one silver, one
- bronze) won by Katie Ledecky took her tally to of an eye, generally accepted
by S 4 14 Olympics medals which made her the most m:ﬁfﬁ ?;fg;gé:s b
. decorated female swimmer in the history of Olympics. .
e adlshaliledat el il Kenny Bednarek of the United

Her nine gold at the quadrennial event also ties her

with Russian gymnast Larisa Latynina for most Olympic States won a silver medal after

Cuban wrestler : :

. old medals won by a woman. . running the 200 in 19.62

f - . J Mijain Lopez "'m”r seconds: Letsile Tebogo of
E:;iltagﬁmh Emees‘t:rhi Botswana won gold by finishing

0.165 faster. Those hundredths
of a second are microscopic,
but they created a huge
difference in the experience of
the two men: Tebogo won his

first athlete to win
gold in the same event at five
consecutive Games, and the
first wrestler to win five gold

Mond

few in the crowd of roughly 75,000 at the Stade de m?!; aﬁtis rrbedais._ﬁE!:i a? fnur country’s first Oly gold medal
France in St.Denis were ready to leave. Duplantis, oo s successive individual golds ever. Bednarek mulled what he
24, would now try to set a world record for the ey a‘;‘ﬁdfaﬂ;: ﬁﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ'&% I{;lfll:hi:;r could have done better.
ELTQn:IEci:III:;tEis r?i?éﬁﬁiiﬁ'lﬁnf ;:Eggn%ieﬂm and racord for the Katie Ledecky (800m frEE}: Al Medals (14 gold

: btk inth fi ith : 3
Duplantis soared over 6.25 meters. Duplantis missed Eg}gm il ﬂl‘E"tE'" m’“‘fﬁ thrnwé, PR 11 silver and nine
once, then mfi::_e. On his third afu:l final :atte mpt, he -éi métres. E:;EutESvTe {sstﬁlnlr';g} and Kaori bmnz-z-}_l won by
fell to earth while the bar remained on its perch. He T_; 9. the US in track
had another record, sliced as thinly as an onion. D 5 and field is the most they have
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SUSPENDED
IN MIDAIR

Brazilian surfer Gabriel

Medina, 30, was the subject

of one of the most eye-

catching photographs at this

Olympics. In it, he defies

gravity as he floats in the air
and poses with one finger
pointed toward the sky, his
surfboard parallel to him,

seemingly mimicking his

stance, Aside from being the

won since the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics. The
Americans also swept all four

THE TURKISH

SHARPSHOOTER

Many people on social media

hurdle events for the first time
in history and the men’s squad

HOMETOWN
HERO LEON

Whenever Leon Marchand
dove off the starting block
into the pool, La Defense
Arena thrummed with
indistinct cheers. But then,
in the individual medley,

120 %

Minutes it took to decide the
Argentina-Morocco match
after the game ended. The
match was initially
suspended with a 2-2 draw as
a group of fans broke onto
the pitch, and two hours later
the video assistant referee
{VAR) ruled out Argentina's
final goal for a 1-2 victory to
their rivals.

clinched a medal in nine of 10
individual track events

reimagined the pistol shooters at
the Olympics as characters from
action movies. There was Turkish
shooter Yusuf Dikec, who

nonchalantly competed with both ‘ v Y, Biles won the
eyes open, no special equipment o : - Ball-amund Crown
(i.e., ear protector, specialized fE"f which was

lens, eye cover) and one hand in ' book-ended by the

team title & vault
gold medal

his pocket. Dikec, 51, took silver in .
the 10-meter air pistol mixed team 7 .
event, his country's first medal in o

Gold medals French sensation Leon Marchand won in
swimming, and in each event he broke the Olympic
record. His wins in the 200m butterfly and 200m
breaststroke came in the same session making him
the first Olympic swimmer to do so.

Marchand changed from
backstroke to breaststroke,
and the noise changed, too.
It became a beating call.
Every time Marchand
emerged from the water to
breathe, the crowd shouted
his name. When he
submerged, the fans fell
silent. “Leon! Leon! Leon!”
From the stands, it felt as if
they were blowing air into
him, filling his lungs with
their hope and joy.

subject of a stunning photo,
Medina took bronze at the
surfing competition, which
was held in Tahiti — 9,800

miles from Paris.

GALLERY

‘Spurs sign Solanke
for $82.93 million’

1 Tottenham Hotspur

l signed striker Domin-

ic Solanke from

Bournemouth on a deal that
will run until 2030. The
financial details were not
disclosed by either side,
but British media reported
that the deal is worth
around $82.93 million,
making it a record sale for
Bournemouth. The 26-year-
old, capped once for En-
gland, enjoyed a fine 2023-
24 season, scoring 19 goals
in the English top flight.

Chelsea sign Pedro
Neto: Chelsea signed
Pedro Neto from Wolver-
hampton on a seven-year
contract for a reported
transfer fee of 54 million
pounds ($69 million). The
Portugal international joins
Enzo Maresca's team ahead
of Chelsea’s Premier
League opener against
Manchester City next
weekend. acencies

» shooting. When he found out about
! his internet stardom, Dikec told the
“|  Turkish media, “I did not need
special equipment. 'ma
natural, a natural shooter.”
Casual.

.

FOR FIRST-TIMERS,
SMALL IS BIG

Every once in a while, a new nation joins
the medal club. Thea LaFond-Gadson, 30, ¢
of the Caribbean island of Dominica, won
the gold medal in women's triple jump.
Then Julien Alfred, 23, of St. Lucia, alsoin ¢
the Caribbean, won the gold medal in the |,
women's 100-meter sprint. Each medal
was the first for their nation.

“It means a lot to the small islands,”

Alfred said. *And seeing how we can

come from a small place but also be on

the biggest stage of our career.”

BOWING TO ‘THE QUEEN’

(A moment soured by a CAS ruling)

After Jordan Chiles accepted her bronze and Simone Biles
her silver, Rebecca Andrade was introduced as the Olympic
champion of the floor exercise. As she approached the
podium — completing the first all-Black podium in Olympic
gymnastics history — Biles and Chiles turned to Andrade,
dropped to one knee and bowed. Afterward, they called her a
gueen. The moment will probably be more poignant because
Chiles lost her bronze after the Court of Arbitration for Sport
ruled in favour of an appeal by Romania’s Ana Barbosu.

-

TEARS OF JOY

Serbia's Novak Djokovic, 37,
has done so much in his
tennis career: winning 24
Grand Slam singles titles,
earning the world No. 1
ranking and raking in more
than $180 million in prize

Lin Yu-ting (L), who claimed the
women's featherweight gold and
Algerian Imane Khelif (top, in red),
who won the welterweight division,
were both caught up in a storm that
has dominated headlines and
 been the subject of heated debate
)~ onsocial media platforms. The

Championships, which said a sex

g hoxers were disgualified by the money. But when he finally
international Boxing Association achieved the only major
L (IBA) from the 2023 World milestone missing from his

resume, an Olympic gold,

he was overcome with
emation. He got down onto
the clay at Roland Garros
and hunched over. His hands
trembled. His body shook.
He ran to find his family and
sobbed.

chromosome test had ruled them
ineligible, Khelif's first opponent,
Angela Carini of Italy, abandoned
their bout after 46 seconds, saying
she was in too much pain from
Khelif's punches. *I'ma woman
like any other woman,"” said Khelif.

Semce: MYT, agencies

One-point win in final
takes USA to top of tally

Paris: The United States held
off France 67-66 to win an un-
precedented eighth succes-
sive women's Olympic basket-
ball gold on Sunday and ex-
tend their run of victories at
the tournament to 61 games, [t
also ensured that USA fin-
ished on top of the medals tal-
lyv. Alja Wilson scored a game-
high 21 points for the Ameri-
cans who won the title for the
10th time overall, surviving a
buzzer-beating shot from
France's Gabby Williams.

The hosts needed a three to
force overtime in Paris but
Williams®™ foot was on the
three-pointline asshe let go of
the ball, so her shot counted
for just two points in a dramat-
ic finale. “It's all a blur right
now,” said Wilson, who also
registered 13 rebounds and
four blocks. “We were just re-
silient and when we needed to
we just kept going.”

Kelsey Plum and Kahleah
Copper both scored 12 points
off the bench for the US. Wil-

liams led France with 19,

An eighth straight tri-
umph gave the US women the
record for most consecutive
gold medals in any team sport
atthe Olvmpics, breakingatie
with the USmen, who won sev-
en basketball titles in a row
from 1936 to 1968.

Curry's late barrage seals
basketball men's gold: Ste-
phen Curry was thinking
about this two vears ago, after
winning his fourth NBA title
with the Golden State War-
riors. The only thing left for
him to win was Olympic gold.
And in the ultimate mo-
ment, he made surethat medal
would be his. The US is atop
the international men's bas-
ketball world again, after Cur-
rv scored 24 points — all on 3-
pointers—andled the way toa
98-87 win over France in the fi-
nal. It was the fifth consecu-
tive gold for US and the 17th in
20all-time appearances for the
Americans. aGENCIES
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TOYOTA GENUINE PARTS DISTRIBUTOR
Based at Jalandhar and cater across Northern Punjab*
Based at Meerut and cater across Western Uttar Pradesh*

@ TOYOTA

Toyota, one of world’s largest car manufacturing companies,
is inviting interested and eligible parties to partner with
them in providing the best genuine parts to the customers.

ELIGIBILITY

» Passion for automobiles
» Ready to invest
* Prior experience in sales and distribution of auto

parts with a good retail network is preferable

HOW TO APPLY

* Fill in your details by scanning the QR code
* OR visit: https://forms.office.com/r/z6fk8L0j2Z
* OR visit: https://www.toyotabharat.com/become-dealer/

Section : Become a Parts Distributor

* Last Date for Submission: 31-Aug-2024

v , ¥ 5 ..'
s e il s
| g A I |-||| II“’
T B 'IL': F H I| |!1!lm E::l II".-'

For queries, write to

parts_distributor@toyota-kirloskar.co.in

*Conditions Apply.

Parts Strategy & Operations Division, Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt Ltd., Plot No 1, Bidadi Industrial Area, Ramanagara District, Karnataka - 562109
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Free 24x7 primary care
physician for every
Indian & free tutor for
every child is doable

in 2-5 yrs, billionaire &

OpenAl investor Vinod
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CHOOSE THE UNTHINKABLE

PRESENTING

CITROEN BASALT

SUV coupeé
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When you choose to challenge the ordinary, you create the unthinkable.

That's why we broke the mould of design, redefined safety norms, pushed the limits of performance and comfort to create

India’s first" SUV coupe. It's like nothing you've ever seen before.

CHOOSE THE UNTHINKABLE.

INTRODUCTORY PRICE

X799 LAKH

BOOK NOW
REDEFINE YOUR DRIVE. TURN THE PAGE TO KNOW MORE. ClTROEn




SAY YES TO THE _
UNTHINKABLE WORLD

PERFORMANCE, COMF
STYLE & SAFETY.
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Intuitive Tech

MyCitroén Connect Featurm

. Hen‘lnteﬁeofenclnjm b
& Over 40 Smart Feaig .

Advanced Safety
40+ Safety Features

« & Airbags Standard

« Robust Build

» ESP Hill Hold, and TPMS

Turbocharged
Performance

Award Winning**
1.2/ Gen 3 PureTech Turbo Engine

Ell I’ :II.IE Delhi, Paris MotoCorp: 82919 45856 | South Delhi, Tenacity Auto; 88799 34477 | Nolda, Gautambudh: 91679 85460 | Gurugram, 1
Mobility: 82919 45803 | Ghariabad, Dream: BE7YY B4493 | Muzaffamagar, RN Carn 88799 34384 | Kamal Peark

I, .l' I| t|I 91679 85406 | Ambala, Pearl: B8799 34385 | Dehradun, RN Car: 88799 84458 | Chandigarh, Speediinks: 82519 65874 | Jalandhar
|i Aakriti: 9814737777 | Haldwani, Karan Ashok: BB7%9% 34348 | Jaipur, Pratap: 82919 65814 | Solan: Tapan: 82919 45758 | Gwalior, Royal:

ill 94199 82527 | Mandi, Tapan: 94199 82549 | Kanpur, Crossroad: 96199 B2456 | Kota, Harmeet: 91679 85717 | Lucknow, MGS: BE799 B44ES
|' | Akbarpur, Crossroad: B8798 B4772 | Jodhpur, Shivsunrise: 88799 34397 | Varanasi, Akshat 95199 82490 | Sonipat, Pearl: 91389 40728,
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ACROSS INDIA ccanrosooxnow  VISIT A CITROEN SHOWROOM TODAY | () 1800 267 1000

Images & illustrations are indicative and for informative purposes only. Actual colour of vehicle and upholstery might differ. Accessories shown and features mentioned may not be a part of standard equipment. #Ex-showroom p i vari
*Class/Segment refers to SUV coupé segment vehicles with length > 4.3m < 4.4m. AMainstream ICE SUV coupé vehicles with length > 4.3m < 4.4m. **On June 5th 2018, the Turbo PureTech 3-cylinder petral engine (110 hp and 13& hp} was " ned
International Engine of the Year in the 1-litre to 1.4-litre category, by the panel of the 20" International Engine of the Year Awards in Stuttgart.
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Zelensky confirms

Ukraine has launched
incursion into Russian

territory Kursk to
‘restore justice’

& pressure Moscow’s

fnrces, INSIDE JACKET
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IS SELENA GOMEZ ENGAGED? ACTOR SPARKS RUMOURS WITH
p MIRROR-SELFIE, COVERING RING FINGER WITH HEART EMOJIS

Washington Denies Unconfirmed Note’s Allegations

AKM Moinuddin

Dhaka: A letter allegedly from
Bangladeshi ex-PM Sheikh Ha-
sina is circulating among Awa-
mi League sup-
porters, sugges-
ting that her ou-
ster from 15 ye-
ars inoffice was
the result of pr-
essure from the
US regarding the strategically
important St Martin's Island.
The letter, which hasgained
traction despite the absence of
official confirmation, attribut-
es her removal to her refusal to
cede control of the island in the
Bay of Bengal to Washington.
The island’s importance is lin-
ked to the US’s interest in coun-
tering China’s influence in the
Indian Ocean. “I could have re-
mained in power if I had left St
Martin's and the Bay of Bengal
to America,” the letter says.
The message echoed the
ousted PM's long-standing
stand against foreign interven-
tion in Bangladesh's sovereign-
ty, according to a party activist
currently abroad. Last year, Ha-
sina had said, “I don't want to
return to power by leasing out
St Martin's Island”, during a
press conference following her
visits to Switzerland and Qatar:
St Martin's Island, known
locally as “Narikel Zinzira”,
which translates to “Coconut
Island”, is in the northeastern
part of Bay of Bengal, about
Ykm southof thetipof the Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf peninsula. With
an area of just 3sqgkm, the coral
reef island is home to about
3,800 residents, most of whom
arefishermen. There have been
allegations circulating that Ha-
sina’s rival and ex-PM Khaleda

A student patrols a burnt-down paolice station in Dhaka on Sunday

Media outlets risk shutdown for flattery
and misinformation, says interim govt

AKM Moinuddin

Dhaka: The interim govt war-
ned media outlets Sunday that
any attempt at flattery or misin-
formation instead of publishi-
ng or broadcasting the truth co-
uld lead to them being shut do-
wn. “Shame on you, shame on
the media owners... you did not
tell the truth,” home affairs ad-
viser Brig Gen (retd) M Sakha-
wat Hossain said, alluding to
the alleged suppression of truth

about how the country was be-
ing run for vears. He said he wo-
uldn’t recommend the closure
of any media outlet “for what
they did in the past”, but decla-
red this wouldn't be allowed du-
ring the tenure of the interim
govt. “You know me,” the form-
ermilitary officer said. He criti-
cised the “approach” of journa-
lists while asking questions of
the erstwhile govt, saying that
*a nation falters when the me-
diadoes not uphold the truth”™

Ziahad sought to “sell” the stra-
tegically important island to
the US in exchange for Ameri-
can support in regaining office.

The US authorities have de-
nied these claims, maintaining
that it respects the sovereignty
of Bangladesh and has no in-
tention of acquiring the island
or intervening in the country’s
internal political matters.

The letter suggests Hasina's
departure was motivated by her
desire to avoid further bloods-

hed. “I will return soon,” she is
quoted as saving. Hasina, curr-
ently in India, is also said to ha-
ve addressed accusations that
she had insulted students: “Ine-
ver called you Razakars (ruthl-
ess mercenaries from the Bang-
ladesh independence war). My
wiords have been distorted.”
The alleged claims are simi-
lar to Pakistan's former PM Im-
ran Khan's allegations that US
pressure played a role in his
ouster. The US has denied it.

US pressure over St Martin’s Island
led to ouster, claims ‘Hasina’s letter’

JUDE LAW ENTERS ‘STAR WARS’ GALAXY WITH NEW TV SERIES,
SAYS HE HAS BEEN A FAN OF THE ORIGINAL FILMS SINCE AGE 10

Will ask India to deport
Hasina if law min asks for
it: Foreign policy adviser

p Continued from P1

Wazed's assertion that his
J mother never resigned
contradicted the claim made a
while ago by Mohammad Tou-
hid Hossain, interim govt’s fo-
reign policy adviser, that she
put in her papers before fleeing
the country for India.

Asked at his first press brie-
fing if the new govt will ask In-
dia to deport Hasina back to
Bangladesh, Hossain said he
will do so only if the law mini-
stry asked for it. “She resigned
and the resignation letter 1s
with the President. This has be-
en confirmed. If the law mini-
stry tells us to seek her return, 1
will doso,” said Hossain.

According to earlier acco-
unts, Hasina wanted to anno-
unce her resignation in a TV
address before leaving her offi-
cial residence, but didn't get to
do so because of army’s insis-
tence that she leave immediate-
ly in view of violent protesters
closing in on her Ganabhaban
residence. She instantly took
off ina C-130to New Delhi. That
leaves the guestion of whether
sheactually resigned unsettled.

Hossain also said that
Bangladesh would have a “ba-
lanced” foreign policy, asser-
ting that Dhaka intends to ma-
intain “smooth and positive”
relations withall, including In-
dia and China, “Ourpolicy isto
maintain good relations with
all countries while protecting
ournational interests.”

gheﬂih Hasina's son Sajeeb

Yunus acquitted in
corruption case

uhammad Yunus was acq-

uitted Sunday in a second
legal case since taking over as
chief advisor of the interim govt
in Bangladesh Thursday, reports
AKM Moinuddin. Yunus, along
with 13 others, was charged by
the nation’s anti-corruption co-
mmission (ACC) on June 12 for
the alleged misappropriation of
about Bangladeshi taka 25.22
crore from Grameen Telecom
workers’ profit participation
funds. Recently, ACC sought the
withdrawal of prosecution in the
case, leading to Yunus and the
others being acquitted by a spe-
cial court in Dhaka this weekend.

When asked about the inte-
rimgovt's approach towards In-
dia, Hossain said both countri-
es share strong and deep bonds.
“(But) it is important that peo-
ple feel India is a good friend of
Bangladesh... We want that, we
want to advance the (Dhaka-
Delhi) relation towards that di-
rection,” said Hossain. He said
the interim govt “would like to
see India cooperate with us in
this regard” and underscored
the need for “addressing public
expectations by delivering tan-
gible outcomes from the bilate-
ral ties with India”. Asked abo-
ut the interim govt's tenure,
Hossain only said the admini-
stration was committed toafair
and impartial election..

AKM Moinuddin & Agencies

‘Demoralised’ police unable to rein in rioters across Bangladesh

AKM Moinuddin

Dhalka: M Sakhawat Hussain,
the retired military officer hea-
ding home affairs in Banglade-
sh's interim govt, acknowled-
ged Sunday that the country’s
police foree was “demoralised”
and currently unable to operate
in the manner required to stem
the surge in violence and loo-
ting in parts of the country
“Restoring law and order re-
mains the interim govt's priori-
ty; but a state cannot run like th-
is. The politics of astate cannot
go on like this. The state is not

Dropped out to
avoid becoming a
‘distraction’; Prez

Washington: Prez Biden, in his
first TV interview since dropping
out of the White House race, said
he had abandoned his bid for a se-
cond term because he did not wa-
nt tocreate “areal distraction™ for
Demoerats. “A number of my De-
- mocratic colleag-
ues in the House
and Senate thoug-
ht that I was going
to hurt them in
the races,” he sa-
id. “And I was con-
cerned if' I stayved in the race, that
would be the topic. You'd be inter-
viewing me about, Why did Nan-
cv Pelosi say why did so—and [
thought it'd be a real distraction.”
Biden said that he had "no se-
rious problem” with his health
but added that the highest priori-
ty had to be defeating Donald Tr-
ump “A critical issue for me still is
maintaining this democracy...
He's (Trump) a genuine danger to
American security” acencies

anyone's personal property,” he
said of the continuing lawless-
ness that has paralvsed econo-
mic activity Brig Gen(retd)Hu-
ssain urged people to cooperate
with police, saving a society co-
uldn’t function without them.
Newly appointed IGP Md
Mainul Islam said at least 42 po-
lice personnel were killed and
many injured in clashes during
the student-led upheaval that
led toex-PM Sheikh Hasina flee-
ing the country, Three of the de-
ad were officers of the rank of
inspector. Although 599 of the
country’s 639 police stations pa-

New CJ swornin

ved Refaat Ahmed was sworn

inas the 25th chief justice of
Bangladesh at Bangabhaban
Sunday. Bidhan Ranjan Roy
Poddar and Supradeep Chakma,
two advisers out of the three who
couldn't be sworn on Thursday,
took the oath of office at the same
event. Faroog-e- Azam, the only
one remaining, is still abroad.

rtially resumed operations Su-
nday, they are all hamstrung by
a shortage of personnel. A se-
nior police officer said he and

his colleagues were traumatis-
ed by what happened and feared
returning to work. Many are
undecided about whether to re-
main in the police foree, he said.
Violence over the weekend
included protesters attacking
an army patrol with sharp wea-
pons in Gopalganj, injuring th-
ree officers, a junior commissi-
oned officer and five other per-
sonnel. They also set fire to an
army vehicle and vandalised
two vehicles, according to a mi-
litary spokesperson. The army
patrol fired four rounds of am-
munition to disperse the mob.

Brig Gen (retd) Hussain sa-
id the army and border guard
couldn't be expected to contin-
uedoing what is the police's job.
Videos shared online show mo-
siques that have purportedly fa-
ced looting attempts over the
past few days and the presence
of vandals in residential areas.

The home affairs advisersa-
id that he would advocate a poli-
ce overhaul. “1 will insist that
the police function under a poli-
ce commission.” He also oppo-
sed giving police “lethal wea-
pons”, saying he was surprised
to see “7.62s in their hands”.

Trump attacks Kamala for steallng ideas

Harris Backs Ending Taxes on Tips, A Promise Made By Ex-Prez To Woo Working Class

Chidanand Rajghatta| T

Washington: Charges of plag-
iarismand stealing ideas erup-
ted against Kamala Harris on
saturday after she pledged a
“notaxontips” policy atacam-
paign rally in Las Vegas, gro-
und zero of the §235-billion US
hospitality industry that emp-
loys nearly 15 million workers.

Eliminating taxes on tip-
ping has been part of Donald
Trump’s campaign promise
and the Republican nominee
immediately flew into a rage,
accusing Harris of copying
his idea for “political purpo-
ses”. He wondered when she
would “steal” his promise to
eliminate taxes on social secu-
rity benefits for seniors. “Ka-
mala Harris, whose “Honey-
moon” period 1s ending, and is
starting to get hammered in
the Polls, just copied my no tax-
esontips policy Thedifference

TIPPING POINT: Trump supporters
guestioned why Kamala hasn't taken
the lead on this as veep over the
past three years. #copycatkamala is
doing the rounds online

is, she won't do it, she just
wants it for political purposes!
This was a Trump idea — She
has no ideas, she can only steal
from me,” he fumed in a post.
Harris' “no tax on tips” pl-
edge came in a nod to the local
culinary union which was pre-
sent in strength at a raucous
rally in Nevada, a toss-up state.
Las Vegas alone employs more
than 300,000 workers in hospi-
talitv sector, mainly in hotels,
casinos and restaurants. Whi-

= le Harris’ promise was part of

a broader agenda in which she
also promised to raise the mi-
nimum wage for workers and
stop “wage theft”, Trump sup-
porters questioned why she
hasnot takentheleadonthisas
veep over the past three years,
trending #copycatkamala.

It was the second time this
week that the Harris campaign
has been put on the defensive
after it was forced to acknow-
ledge that her running mate
Tim Walz “misspoke” when he
gave the impression he had ser-
ved in combat during his 24-ve-
ar service in the National Gu-
ard. With polls showing Harris
surging in half a dozen swing
states that will determine the
outcome of the election, the
Trump campaign has stepped
up its attack on the first wom-
anof colourtowinamajor par-
ty prez nomination, with cru-
de sexist and racist salvoes led

by the ex-prez himself.

Both the abuse and the tip-
ping issue is seen together ina
now infamous videoclip in wh-
ich Trump, driving a golf cart,
peels off cash to tip caddies pr-
aising his debate performance,
while he appearstocall Prez Bi-
den “a broken down pile of cr-
ap” and Harris a “f.king
b..ch”. Trump supporters ma-
intain the audio is deliberately
distorted and he is actually say-
ing she is “f.. . King bad”. Both
sides have now taken to mani-
pulating visuals to undermine
therival campaigns, notably by
posting videos — taken hours
before rallies — showing unoc-
cupied seats, While both cam-
paigns are attracting large par-
tizan crowds, the inflow of poli-
tical donations, particularly of
small retail contributions, po-
int to asurge of enthusiasm on
the Demoecratic side, backed by
polls showing Harris ahead.

Popular music fades at Trump rallies as Harris hits

Chidanand Rajghatta| Tnn

Washington: If tastes in popu-
larmusic and support from mu-
sicians are any indication of
voter support, then Donald
Trump is fading even as Kama-
la Harris campaign is reaching
acrescendo in the US elections.

Celine Dion became the la-
test inalonglist of artistes who
have objected to the Trump ca-
mpaign unauthorisedly using
their songs at his rallies — an
anti-Trump line up that mclu-
des bands from Rolling Stones
to Guns and Roses, and singers
Bruce Springsteen to Rihanna,

Ironically;, the Trump cam-
paign was using Celine Dion's
song ‘My heart will goon’, from
the movie Titanic when it was
called out by her musiclabel So-
ny Entertainment. “Celine

Dion does not endorse this or
any similar use,” the company
said, snarkily adding, “...And
really THAT song?” Harrissup-
porters too ridiculed the use of
asongfromamovieaboutasin-
king ship, joking about Trump
hitting a Kamala iceberg.

The entertainment indust-
ry has traditionally trended to-
wards Democrats, but it has be-
COMe even more pronounced in
this cyele given Harris' own em-
braceof musicand dance. Aria-
na Grande, Cardi B, Charli
XCX, Demi Lovato and Katy Pe-
rry have voiced support for her.
On Friday, an Instagram post by
Taylor Swift showing what ap-
peared to be a silhouette of Har-
ris on her tour poster, electrifi-
ed fans of both. Swift has pre-
viously expressed disquiet abo-
ut Republican policies.

Celine Dion became the latestina
long list of artistes who have
objected to the Trump campaign
unauthorisedly using their songs at
his rallies. She joins the likes of
Bruce Springsteen, Rihanna, bands
‘Rolling Stones' & *Guns and Roses'

Ariana Grande, Cardi B, Demi
Lovato and Katy Perry have voiced
support for Kamala. On Friday, an
Instagram post by Taylor Swift,
showing what appeared to be a
sithouette of Harris on her tour
poster, electrified fans of both

Some of the Trump trashi-
ng from the singers’ brigade go-
ing back to when hefirst ran for
prez has been brutal. When the
Trumpecampaign used the Beat-
les song ‘Here Comes the Sun' to
introduce his daughter Ivanka
at the Republican convention in
2016, the estate of George Harri-

son, who wrote the song, said
Trump didn’t have permission
to use it, but that they would
consider allowing him to use
the song ‘Beware of Darkness'.
In 2020, Leonard Cohen's estate
issued a similar snub, critici-
sing Trump’s use of his song
‘Hallelujah' at the RNC and sug-

gesting they could have appro-
ved of “You Want It Darker”,
Trump’s attempted embra-
ce of nativism through the use
of Bruce Springsteen’s ‘Bornin
the USA too was rejected in 2016
by the singer, who publicly sup-
ported Hillary Clinton. The ex-
prez now uses the patriotic so-
ng “God Bless the USA” by Lee
Greenwood. Ananalysisbyalo-
cal newspaper of music at a
Trump rally in Minnesota fo-
und that of the 32 songs played,
27 were by white musicians or
all-white groups, and 25 were by
male musicians or all-male gro-
ups. The Harris campaign ap-
pearstofavour black, femalear-
tists, featuring songs such as
Beyonce's ‘Freedom’ and Tracy
Chapman's ‘FastCar’. The cam-
paign has also used live bands,
leading Trumpists to allege

Zelensky confirms Kursk incursion,

says move meant to pressure Russia
‘Pushing War Onto Aggressor S Terrltory To Restore Justlce

Kyiv: President Volodymyr =SS

Zelensky said Ukraine had
launched an incursion into
Russian territorv to “restore
justice” and pressure Mo-
scow's forces, in his first ack-
nowledgement of Kviv's sur-
prise offensive into the wes-
tern Kursk region.

Moscow'sforces on Sunday
were in their sixth day of in-
tense battle against Kyiv's lar-
gest Incursion into Russian
territory since the start of the
war, which left southwestern
parts of Russia vulnerable be-
fore reinforcement started ar-
riving. Russian authorities
rushed to evacuate residents
and imposed a sweeping secu-
rity regime in three border re-
gions on Saturday.,

In his nightly video addre-
ss, Zelensky said he had discu-
ssed the operation with top Uk-
rainian commander Oleksan-
dr Svrskyvi. “Today, I received
several reports from comman-
der-in-chief Syrskyi regardi-
ng the front lines and our ac-
tions to push the war onto the
aggressor’s territory,” he said
Saturday “Ukraine is proving
that it can indeed restore justi-
ce and is ensuring the exact
Kind of pressure that is needed
— pressureon the aggressor.”

Russia's defence ministry
said on Sunday it had destroy-
ed 14 Ukrainian drones and fo-
ur Tochka-TJ tactical ballistic
missilesovernight overthe Ku-
rsk region, and 18 drones over
other Russian regions that Uk-
raine frequently attacks. In a
statement, it called the ground
incursion “barbaric” and said
it made no military sense,

Ukraine has at most occu-
pied several tens of square
kilometres of Russian terri-

A realcientl,al hu:idmg damaged after shﬂlllng by Ukraine in Kursk on Sunday

Hit Ukrainian units 30km into Russian
territory, acknowledges Moscow

ussia’s army appeared to acknowledge Sunday that Ukrainian

units had driven deep into the country, saying it had hit troops
and equipment around 30 km from the border. Russia has sentin
additional reserves, tanks, drones, artillery and aviation to try to
quash the offensive. The defence ministry in Moscow said Sunday
thatits troops had “foiled attempts by enemy mobile groups with
armoured vehicles to break through deep into Russian territory.”
But in an apparent sign of how far some Ukrainian units have man-
aged to advance, it said it had hit enemy units near the villages of
Tolpino and Obshchy Kolodez, which are around 25 kmand 30 km
from the Russia-Ukraine border. Russia’s army said Sunday it had
continued to use aviation, drones and artillery to try to put down
the attack. It also said it had foiled an attempt by Ukraine to break
into another border district of the Kursk region, further to the
south from where the bulk of the fighting has occurred so far. arp

swiftly building up forces.
Early on Sunday, Kursk of-
ficials said 13 people were inju-
red inthecity after debrisfrom
a destroyved Ukrainian missile
fell onto a nine-storey residen-
tial building. Alexei Smirnov,
Kursk'’s acting governor, orde-
red authorities to speed up the
evacuation of civilians in are-
as at risk. On Saturday, Russi-
a’s TASS state news agency re-
ported that over 76,000 people
had been evacuated. reuters

tory without layving claim to
it, while Russia controls mo-
re than 100,000 sq km of Ukra-
ine's internationally recog-
nised territory. Russia’s top
general, Valery Gerasimov, sa-
id on Wednesday the attacks
had been halted, but Russia
has not pushed the Ukrainian
forces back over the border
Russian military bloggerssaid
the situation had stabilised af-
ter Russia's reinforcements,
though they said Ukraine was

England schools to teach how to spot
online fake news under govt plans

London: The UK govt said on
sunday schools in England
could teach children how to
spotextremistandonlinecon-
tent spreading “putrid cons-
piracy theories”, under plan-
ned changes to the national
curriculum. Education secre-
tary Bridget Phillipson said
shewaslaunchingareview of
the curriculum in primary
and secondary schools to in-
troduce critical thinking
across multiple subjects.

It follows recent disorder in
more than a dozen towns and
cities following the Southport

Trump campaign
says was hacked,
blames Iran govt

Washington: Donald Trump's
US prez campaign said Satur-
day some of its internal com-
munications were hacked and
blamed Iranian govt, without
providing direct evidence. The
Republican's campaign statem-
entcameafter Politico reported
it had begun receiving emails
in July from an anocnymous so-
urce offering authentic docu-
ments from inside Trump's op-
eration. The Trump campaign
referredtoa Fridayreport from
Microsoft researchers that said
Iranian govt-tied hackers tried
breaking into the account of a
“high-ranking official " ona US
prez campaign in June. The
hackers had taken overanacco-
unt belonging to an ex-political
advisor and then used it to tar-
get the official, the report said.
An Iran official said Tehran
“neither possesses nor harbo-
urs any intent or motive to in-
terfere in US election”. reuters

crescendo

they are used to entice crowds.
The family of Tom Petty de-
nounced Trump's use of the
song ‘1 Won't Back Down' at his
rallies, stating the song was
written for the ‘'underdog’ and
‘common man’, Creedence Cle-
arwater Revival frontman.John
Fogerty similarly opposed Tr-
ump’s use of the band's song
‘Fortunate Son’, noting the
song’'s lyrics were meant as a
critique of how wealthy people
are unfairly able to avoid the
draft and paving taxes. Family
members of Italian opera sing-
er Luciano Pavarotti objected
to Trump campaign’s use of
‘Wessun Dorma’, stating that
his views on immigration were
incompatible with her efforts
in raising money, as a UN mes-
senger of peace, in support of
immigrants and refugees.

embed critical skills in lessons
to arm our children against
the disinformation, fake news
and putrid conspiracy theori-
es awash on social media.”
Under the envisaged chan-
ges, students would analyse
newspaper articles in English
lessons to help spot fabricated
clickbait, while computer clas-
ses would include analysing
statistics in context. However,
the review is not set to report
its findings until next vear, me-
aning reforms would not come
into force until Sept, 2025, ac-
cording to the Telegraph. are

knife attack, which officials
say were fuelled by misinfor-
mation online. The stabbing
spree, allegedly carried out by
British-born Axel Rudakuba-
na, left three children dead. On-
line speculation of the tragedy
falsely claimed Rudakubana
wasa Muslim immigrant.

“It's more important than
ever that we give young people
the knowledge and skills to be
able to challenge what they see
online,” Phillipson told the
sunday Telegraph newspaper:
“That's why our curriculum
review will develop plans to
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FISHY BUSINESS: Banksy revealed Sunday a new artwork in London
featuring a fish shoal on a police sentry box, his seventh animal-
themed piece in a week. The series created by the elusive street artist
has sparked a frenzy of media interest and questions over its meaninag.
Unlike his previous dark silhouette images, this one uses translucent
spray paint, transforming the box into a giant fish tank
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First deaf Miss SA
takes title after
divisive contest

ia le Roux made history

as the first deaf woman
to be crowned Miss South
Africa following a contentious
competition where one finalist
withdrew after facing online
harassment over her Nigerian
heritage, BBC reported Sunday.
In her accep-
tance speech,
Le Roux
expressed her
hope that her
win would
inspire those
who feel marginalised to achi-
eve their “wildest dreams”. She
said her aim is to support tho-
se who are *“financially exclu-

of xenophobic attacks on social
media since she was announc-
ed as a finalist in July, with ma-
ny, including cabinet ministers,
guestioning her credentials be-
cause of her Nigerian descent.

Record losses spur Aussies
to push for gambling ad ban
An alliance of leading Australi-
ans has demanded the govt im-
pose a total ban on gambling
ads in a country that racks up
some of the biggest losses per
person in the world. Gambling
losses in Australia, with a pop-
ulation of just 27 million, are es-
timated at Aus$25 billion a year
($16bn) — a global record per
capita. Adverts enticing people
to risk their cash are wide-
spread on TV, radio and billboa-
rds. Slot machines, or “pokies”
are installed in many pubs, too.

ded or differently abled”. Last | AROUND THE WORLD

week, Chidimma Adetshina, a | vellow tennis balls,

23-year-old law student, with- | \which look better on

drew from the competition ‘ colour TV, were the

after the country’s home min- | jdea of Sir David Attenborough.
istry found that her mother Tennis balls were

may have stolen the identity traditionally white

of a South African woman in

an ongoing investigation. Ad- | The Times of india is the world's
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