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Saud Arabia
dencunced the
international
comrmunity's
fallure to

hold lsrasl
accountable
faor its
violations.

An aldarky man
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rutrbde Inside
o &chool wiseo

s o temporory
aheltar for
dlaglacd
Falestinkars in
Goza City, after
it was hit by an
Israall strike on
Saturday. AFH
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(Gaza school
y 100 people

eKingdom calls for an end to ‘genocide’ taking place in Gaza oUS ‘deeply concerned

Armb Mawa ocdsh

Rescuers In Gaza sald
an [sraeli airstrike on a

religious school housing
displaced Palestinlans
Killed nearly 10O people

on Saturday, sparking
international condemmnation.

sanch Arabhia condemned the sinke
and denounced the internatbonal
communitys failore fo hold Lsrael
accnuntabbe for its vialations,

In a Foreign Minisiry sttementi,

| /irBriet

SAUDI ARTIST

Majed Al-Zakhrani, an artisl
from Baha, has breathed new life
into discarded metal, transform-
ing it into captivating sculptures

and paintings. P4

-~ SISTANI WARNS

Iragqs clerbe All Skstani has
wirmeel of the risk o a regonal
cacalation fodlowing the kiiling of
Hamas and Hezbollah leaders. P&

- REMITTANCES UFP

Expatriate remittances [rom
Sauds Arabia reached 53.2 billion
in June, reflecting an annual
increase of 1. P12

the Kingdom called for an end o
the “penocide” lakmg place n
Craza where Israch violations to
miermational humanitarian  law
are bringing an “unprecedented
humanitanan disaster”

An independent UN-appointed
expert accused [srael of commit-
fing “genochdé” In i3 Gaza war
aller the strike.

“I=rael = penociding the Pales-
tinfans one noighborhood at the
time, one hospital at the time, one
school at the time, one reflugee
camp at the time, one safe zone at

the tiree ™ Francesca Albanese, the
United Nations special mpporteur
on the rights situation in Pales-
tindan termitories, said on social
tnechi pladform X.

The White House said i was
“decply concermed™ about civilian
Ccasualiies

“We are deeply
ahoil reports of civilian casual-
ies n Gaza™  (ollowmng  the
strdee, National Security Council
gpakesman Sean Savett said in a
stalement, adding that the US was
“asking for further details”

CONCETTR

He said the strike “undersoores
the urpency of a ceaselire and
hostage deal, which we continue
g0 worl threlessly o achbeve”

Palestingan civil delease spokes-
person Mahmoaw] BRBassal saick
“So far, thore are more than 83
maartyTs, including 11 children and
six women. There are unbdent fied
remaALns”

Tens of thousands of displaced
Palestinkans have sought shelier
in Gazas schools, most of which
Iave been closed since the war

began in October.

PROFICIENCY

Around 350 familles had been
shellering  al  the  compound,
Bassal sabl — some of the
hundreds of thonsamds of Pales-
tinkins displaced by Israels
onslaught on Gaza.

The wpper floor housing amilics
amd the bwer floor, used as a
rosgue, were bath hit, he sald,

Iamas sakl the sifnke
d hormific crame and a serions
cscalation.
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VITAL ROLE
Iran keeps

nuclear ('ki ef
despite UN

sanctions

AP TaFiran

Irans newly elected prestdend
reappainted 8 US-educated
officeal who came under UN
sanctions 5 years ago as head
of the country’s nuclear depart-
ment, =tate TV |1.“|||r:|'1|.'|| (Hl
Saturday,

Motiammed Esloimd, 67 will
continue his work as chief of
Iran's civilian nuclear program
and serve as one of several vice
prosidents,

Eslami’s
Presiciemnt
R T

reappsaintment by
Masoud  Pereshhkian
ax Iran emalns |II:II||.'|
heavy sanctions by the Wesl
following the collapse of the 2015
deal that curbed Imans nockear
activities.

He hax EXPEFIENGE  WOTHKIng

FASTFACT

Mohammed Eslami,
&7, will continue
his work as chisf
of lran's civilian
nuclear program
and sorve As one
of saveral vice presidents.

in Irans military industries for
VEars, maosl rl-:_'lintl_'.' H L |||'||||,I_'.'
defense mimster responsthle for
ressearch and industry.

Meanwiike, two European
intellipence sources saud dozens
of Russian military  personnel
were being trained in Iran to use
the Fath-3680 close-range halllstic
ripssLie svsie,

The sonarces said they expected
the Immineni delivery of
hundreds of the satellite-guided
weapons to Russia for its war in
Ukraine.

Saudi students get languages boost with online platform VIPRKid

Moada Altwrkd Hiyacdh

An online education platlform
is using kcal and intermational
teachers to improve the foreipm
Language skills of Sandi vouth.

VIPRKid was foundedd a decade
g0 and expanded to the Kingdom
FWi0 YEars agn.

Founder and CEO Cindy Mi. an
English teacher for 25 vears, told
Arab News:
student and a teacher mysell, The
goitl 18 to balld a plobal classroom
to allow mode

aroess o best-guality lingag:e

“I've abwayvs been a

children o gel

learning cducational cxperiences
.. 80 they can be ready for their
mare globalized future”

VIPRid has helped more than
1 million children worldwide
learn English and delivered over
280 milllon Hve online classes in
Engrlish and Mancarin,

Mi =aid that she was mspired
to expand to Saudi Arabia after
speaking at the anmual Foture
Investment  Initiative
the Kingrlom,

The platform’s multicultural
PHOETAmS allomwy EXPETiEn e
teachers worldwide to meet their

‘Globalized future” at heart of company’s vision, CEO Cindy Mi says

Saudi counterparts to share besi
practices, improve subject matier
competency and gain confidence
in the classroom.

“We work with pariners like
eovernment  bodies, educa-
tional institutbons amd other tech
companices so that we can help
them launch similar programs,
especially in the feld of teacher
training” Mi added

To help stwdents learn bette
al schood, teachers also need
t learn themsclves, requinng
invesiment, she sabl

“1 think the Ringdmn has

imvested a lot (in) teachers ... it is
very helpful for them to mprove
thear language profciency with
i peer from other parts of the
workd.”

Detalled report Faze 5
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The ongoing violent attacks by
Israeli oceupation forces against
‘alestinian civilians are considered
war crimes. They disregard all legal,
mioral and humanitarian values,
Jammm Albudniv

E s SN ANy -
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Exgday an intersctive playeround
al Hello Park, where families
can experience multimedia
games, colorful projections

and themed environments

that transform weekly, Maore

chtails on the Waly app,

Abha
Panoramic views

Helax with fricnds and
Famity, and enjoy the pictur-
esque atmosphere at Aryvasli,
a destirsation that overlnoks
the city and provides a
stunning view of the land-
scape. For more dotalls

visit platinumlist.net.

Al-Ahaa
Quest game

Escape the Hoom is a
thrilling, &0-minute real-life
advenlure game where
friends and families can
slve mysieries, puzsbes
and exciting stores, More
dhetails on enjoy.sa.

Jeaddah
Musenm

Vizat the Tarig Abdelhakim
Center Lo explore o musewm
housing & collection of artifacts,

audi Minister of Sport and
Saudi Olvmple and Paralvmpic
Committes President Prince Ab-
dhulaziz bin Turki recently held
tlks wath the Los Angeles 2028 Olvme-

T/@@Reglster

THE FECTURES THAT

pic and Paralympic Games Organizing
Committes Chalrman Casev Wasser-
man at the Paris 2024 Olympics.

The two sides discussed strength-
ening bilateral sports cooperation

MARK THE DAY

and the Kingdom's participation in
the next Olvmpc games, Saudi Press
A EE Y |'-|']1||-;|'I-|-'-||.

Qualifiers for LAZR Olympics are
expected to begin in 200246,

l i ; (] .f :aTrEﬂdil]g Toclarys frof foprics evplained by Afshan Aziz

SCATHING REACTION

Ed Relce

F7=

son and Tavior Swilt.

The line, "1 toist my Taylor spliffs
tizht at the end like Travis Relee” from
Kanves collnboration with Lil Waymne on
the album *Vuliures 2. sparked Ed's ire,

Travis Kelee's father, Ed,

ckicl not mince words when
q it came to a lyric in a Kanye
West song referencing his

Adele

Ed took to Facebook to share a Daily her”

Mall article about the ke, which wias
actisally sung by Wayne, adching his
o comemeent: T Menial illness on full

dispday.”

Meither Swift nor Travis have ad-

i Borkor Else
wrole “Adorable,
Second chance at
lowe,”

While

musical compositions, and dressed the subject. Addele and
visual and audilory mates- gim_right_though wrote on X “Inag- Paul have
als showrcasing the esteemed ine gedting mad akbsoud thes ... 1 don't ithe mestly
musician’s legacy, More details hanye, Relee or Swill bat come on ... kept their
an Lhe Sandi Events App. this is not offensive at all” relation-
check visitabusdhakbi, ae.

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

Arab Mews J=ddan

® Children can embark ona
delicious jourmey where expert
chefs will guide them through
the world of French pastry and
culinary arts, lestering indepen-
dence and contidence throwgh
hands-on experiences, Held at
Ecole Ducasse Abu Disabi Stwdio
wnhil Aug. 23, For more detaiks

® “House of Color”™ at City Cenlre
Bahrain is a safe space for cre-
atives to unleash their podential -
and vent any siress — using paint
gitns and balloons. Have Tun while
earning a chance (o win a Range
Rover Velar, The expersence for
adudts will nom until Aug. 31. Visil
cabendar.bh for more details,

BERIDE-TO-BE

Grammy-award winner
Adele, known for her pow
erfil vocals and emotional
hallads, confirmed her
engagement 1o sports agent Rich Paul
dunng a concert in Mumch, Germany,

While performing for a packed crowil,
a Fan plaviully asked Adele to marmy
them, The singer, with a smile on her
face, responded: I can’t marmy vou,
['m already getting marmied!” She then
revealed a sparkling engagerment ring
o her finger, conlirming the news Lo
the delght of her fans.

prAdkinsstans wrote on X: "No more
sk somgs | fear,” while @ Bidaldlife said:
“I hope we get a love-
song-filled album from h

ship private, they have occasionally
shared glimpses of their love story.,

Engagement rumors swirled in
2022 wiven Adele was seen wearing i
diamond ring on her ring finger at the
BRIT Awands.

The singer swiftly clarified at the time
Lhat she was nod engaged, but simply “in
love,” mdding that she has found a happ-
ness that she never thought possible.

Adele, inan interview with Opeah
Winfrev in November 2021, recalled
Lheir first encounter: 1 met him ata
birthday party, we were on the dance
Howr”

They reconmected vears later, poing

oul for dinner, " He says 1f was
a business meeting, but I'm
likie, ‘A hbarsiness meeting
about what?™ Adele joked.
That dinner marked the firsi
o they spent imae
topether outswde
of a party sei-
ing,
"He's st
hilarsots.
He's 50

Tanny."

]ﬂ{"f(ﬂ"s

3.5m

The Inaugural week of
Buraidah Dates Carmival in
Qassim featured over 3.5 mil-
lion kg of dates transported
using 6,940 vehicles, Saudi
Press Agency reportecd,

Revietw

‘A Good Girl's
Guide to Murder’

JAEMINE BEAGER

Fans of Holly Jacksan's highly
popular 2019 noved, "A Good
@iMs Guide to Murdar,” can
now axpariance the atory
visually with the new BBC TV
adaptation, which premiered on
Metfllx this month.

The adaption was made by
PI:IIFIFI'.I l:',':l;lgl;ln and dirascted -h:,'
Daolly Wells. K was developed
by Moonage Pictures for BB
Theaa and |e avallable for
streaming on Netflix

Much like the baolk, we follow
the story alongside 17-year-old
Pippa Fitz-Amobi, portrayed by
Emma Myers of "Wednesday™
fame. Set in a small British
town, Pippa's joumey uncovers
deap secrats and burled
rexalities,

In the story, Pippa is quiet
and timid bat also stubbornly
rafises to belleve what
evaryona alsa ln town has
come to acoept, that five years
prios, her slightly older school
friend, Sal Singh, murdered his
girifriend Andie Bell and then
killed himsalf.

With the lsoming EPQ
(Extended Project Qualification)
due date fast approaching —
which is reguared for all saniors
to complete for their university
application — the studious
“pood gir® Pippa decides
to take it as the perfact
oppoarturity to investigate the
case herseaif,

The truth, she finds ouwt, is
much more sinister than she
could have sver imagined.

® ‘The Jordan International

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Food Festival ends gastron-

omy with live entertainment, Aug. T Fajr  Bunrise
This I.L1'.Iil:'|1ll:' fusion |.11_'1'1:-|:-.d Mudchah T, 55T
and music not only highlizhis

couniry's rich cultural heritage Madinah 4:31 5:54
bt also l'mlf"r.-, CORnEecT oS . 403 E.9E
between artists and attendess,

making the festival a vibrant Abha 4:33 50
celebration of avor and rhythm oo SaE  BOS

that continues until Aug. 1L
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across the country,
Chris Habdby

Halr." Ll 3'1."" i |Ir'r||'I-|-|II -
achocacy dfactor, ADC

Jill Stein is the favorite among Arab Americans, outpacing hamala Harris, thanks to her

Anon Tello Lordon

Jil Stein, the US Green
Party's presidential
candidate, has emerged
as the top chodce among
Arab American voters

in the lead-up to the

US election on Nov. 5,
according to a recent poll.

Siein has garnered the support
of more than 45 percent of Arab
Amertcans  surveyved hy  the
Arah Amertcan  Ant-Discrimi-
nition Commitiee, the largest
Arab American grassroots civil
rightis organization.

This places Siein, a physician
amd] environmentalist, ahead of
the¢ presumptive Democralic
presidential — nominee, Vice
President Ramala Harris, who
recelved 27.5 percent in the
same poll.

The suwrvey was conducted
between July 27 and 28 through
a partnership between the ADC,
holitkco for data insights, and
the Community Pulse, which
specializes in polling solutions.

According to Abed Ayoub,
A s patinmal FReClve
director, Arab Americans have
mcreasingly gravitated toward
Siein owing to her advocacy
for Palestinian human rights
and her opposition (o the Isracl
military's actions in Gaza since
htoher.

In a post on the social media
platform X, he said: *Green Party
candedate Dr. Jill Stein's sirong
polling at 45.3 percent, akin to
the previous poll, demonstrates
consistent conmunity support,
largely because of her vocal
stance on Palestinian human
righis"

Stein has been a [avorite
among Arab Amenican voters
sinoe ADCs last opinion poll
in May, where she led with 25
peErceEntl support,. In compar-
1=, President Joe Biden, whao
withdrew from the presidential
race in July, and Republican
candidate Domald Trump, polled
at 7 percent and 2 percent,
|'r':-.;:||_‘|_'|i'.-'|*|]..

In 200¥) 223 million people
in the US reparted having
Arab ancesiry In thnt VEAr's
Arab Community Survey. The
majority of Arab Americans are
native-bom, and 85 percent of
Arabs in the US are citizens.

While the community traces
is rools Lo every Arab couniry,
the majority of Arab Americans
hawve ancestral ties to Lehanon,
Eeyp, Syria, Palestine and Irag.
The top [our states by Arab
American population size are
California, Florida, Minnesota
and Michigan,

Avoub noted i his post that
Bidens declining popularity
among Arab Americans was
“due to the retiring president’s
setaunch Tsraels
codifinibed actions 1n Gaza.”

Stein has consistently criti-
clzed Biden and his adminis
tration for thelr unvwavenng

support  For

FASTFACTS

& Arab Amerlcans live in all 50
states but up to 95% live in
metropolitan arcas.

& New York, Detrolt, Los

Angeles Chicage, Washington,
DC, and Minneapolis are the

top 8 meatropolitan areas.

® Nearly 75% of all Arab
Americans live in just 12
states: California, Michigan,
Mew York, Texas, Florida,
Illinois, New Jersay, Ohio,
Minnesota, Virginia,
Massachusetts and
Pennsylvania,

@& Nearly a quarter of Arab
Americans ara Muslim, while
the religious background

of the rest are Catholic,
Orthodox and Protestant.

support for Israel, warning inan
Aug. | post on X that the Israeld
government was dragging the
LIS *imto WWIIL®

Following the suspected
Laraell killing of Hamas political
chibef Ismail Haniveh in Tehran
and a senjor Hezbollah figure
in Beirut last week, Stein criti-
cized Biden and Harris for their
“deafening silence” on “Israels
massive escalation toward a
wider war™

In a July 31 post on X, Stein
demanded *ithe US immedi-
ately cut off and to Israel,
mandate a ceaschre, and
arrest war criminal {Isracli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu) before he gets
us all killed”

The killing of Haniveh
an July 31 has keightened
fears of an all-out, regional

ARAB NEWS Sunday, August 11, 20024
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== 2021

Us ELECTION POLL

Arab vote boosts a Palestine al

conflict. Iman’s Supreme Leader
Avatollah All Khamenel vowed
revenge, waming [srael that
it had “paved the wav for vour
harsh punishnyent.”
Netanyahu's Eovernmenl
has neither claimed respon-
sibility nor cocommented on
Hanlvehs death. US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said
Washington was “not aware of
or invadved in™ the Killing.
However, the day before
Haniyeh’ death, Israel claimed
responsibility for killing

Fouad Shukr, a top Hezbollah
commander, in an airstrike on
southern Beirut. Hezbollah has
promised a “definite” response.

Whether or nol the US was
imvolved, Biuden’s Middle East
policy has faced sharp criticism
since October, with human
rights groups urging the admin-
istration to halt arms transfers

o Israel.
In late April, Amnesty Inter-
nathomal  reporied  that US

weapons supplied to Israeld had
bern “used in serious viclations
of international humanitarian
and human righis law, and in
a manner inconsstent with US
liw andd podicy.”

In May, the Intermational
Criminal Court's chiel prose-

citor, Karim Khan, requested

arrest warrants for Netan-
vahu, his defense
s, minister, and three
""'l.. ELinmas lemrlen=,

including

Hamiyeh, for war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

Chris Habiby, ADC's national
EOVerTimeni affair= anid
advocacy director, says the poll
placing Stemn ahead among Arab
Americans revealed two key
insights. “First, President Biden
I8 deeply unpopular among
Arab Americans” he told Arah
News,

“Second, belng ant-genachde

1% a winning positon lor
Ir communities across the
country.”

Habhiby =aid the poll reflected
“what we have been demanding
for the 10 months and 300 days
this genocide has Been ongoing

— an immediate, permanent
ceasefire and an arms embargo
on all weapons being sent to
Israel”

Bidenfaced asignificant defeat
in the Michigan Democratic
primary in |"|.1|:|-|'||:t|"_|.' when a
majorty of voters in Dearborn,
a city with a large Arab and
Muslim population, chose
to wole “uncommitied™
rather than Tor hilm,
Dearborn Mavor  Abdullah
Hammowd publicly supported
the “uncommitied” viote
movement, citing Biden's palicy

stance on Palestine

Arnb Americmns
are gravitating
townrds the US
Grean Party's
prasiduntial
candidate Jill
Stein, bottom, far

her cpposaltion
o tisE war Im

Gazra rmaln,
while others,
frustrated by
Presidemnt Joe
Bidern's stande
an lsrael. are
backing the
‘uncommimitted’
woto Mmovement

balow, AFF

on  the Israel-Gaza conflict,
according to USA Today,

In contrast, Siein has actively
courted the Arab American vole
in Michizgan and beyond.

In an interview with Arab
News in June, Stein pledged
that, i ¢lected, she would
halt military support for
laraels "apartheid govern-
ment” and push for a genuine
peace  belween  Israclis  and
Palestimians.

“Ariahs Muslims  have
beenn  laken for granted in
America. They are vicims of
racial profiling, Islamophobia
ard viodence,” she said.

“There s an absolute violathon
of our constitutional rights by
the govermment to shut down
our dialogue. People are trying
to grapple with this senocide we
are seeing live and in real-time.”

Stein stressed  that Bt s
“arainst US law to send weapons
o Israel, which iz wviolating

humanitarian rights and inter-
fenng i the delivery of human-
itarian akd."

Despite Sieins
popularity ATTIONE
American comminities,
presidential canchidates sl
have an opporiunity fo gain
mare support before November.

AlC's ] indicates
that, in addition to the 27.5
percent of respondents who
support Harris, 18 percent are
undecided, and 68 percent said
they do nol plan (o vole,

"With nearlv 1| in 4 volers
cither undecided or inclined
to &t out the election, there is
plentyv of reom Tor Harris or any
other candidate o earm more
support from the community if
the right positions are taken”
wrote ADMCS Avoub on X,

Al

ErOwWing
Arah
alher
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®® Saudi budget is focused
on improving services and

diversifying the economy

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

acdl Arabla’s budget resuits for

02 and the first half of this el

recently released by the Ministry

of Finance, revealed a financial

deficit of SR16.3 billion ($4 bilkan)
and SR27.T billion, respectively. Despite
those deficits, the budget results reflect the
Kingdom's strong financial position, especially
whan considering that the government’s
resarves total SR393.9 billion, and the current

account totals SRI0T bdlion for the sik months
ending Juna 30, 2024,

i

various strategle projects aimad at sconomic
divarsification in Bne with Sauwdi Vision 2030,
Total revenues amounted to SRISAE billion
i Q2 and SRE4AT billion i the first half of 2024,
sompared to SR314.8 bilkon and SAE96.8

billkon for the same periods last year, increases
of 12 percent and 9 percent respectively.

Ol revenuas camea to SR394.9 billlon In the
firat half of 2024, compared to SR358 billlon
in the same period last year, an increass
af 10 percent. Non-oil activities generated

SR252 billion in the flrst half

The government's strong “ of 2024, compared to SR23T
_ . financial position has supported (e | : billian in the same pariod last
Al=Zahran!'s croations, from towering trees to delicate deer, are a testament to his skill und imagination. =5F4 its genarous Spending on "l‘ﬁplh th “lﬂ'ﬁ.' t yaar, up 6 paroent,
public services including deficits in QFand Q2 of According to the General
CREATIVITY healthcare, social development, 2021, the government’s Autharity for Statistics, non-
& & " & & education, municipsl financial position oil and governmeant activities
Saudi artist breathing new life info sorvioas, Infrastruature, and remaiiis Very Strong  grew by 4.4 percent and 3.6
. transportation, which amounted in terms of liguidity, percent respectively in Q2 of
melal waste with innovative sculplures | w=s>»sei et andthatsupportsits 2024, whil real GOP shrar
af this year, compared to SR2TT  afforts to improve public by 0.4 parcant comparad to
journey began in 2003 when he h"::“;h::::mﬁﬂm;ﬁ RECLICES A0 SERECaLy Cve HE‘IEI: i:i‘::nzm.lllln ::":—::;-
Arab Mows R HIGHLIGHT sl T FnL = economy in line with the s
Kperimenting with scrap This increase can be ]ihl_ﬂ,'[ll]-lll.":li- Yision 2030 real GOP ncreased by 1.4
Majed Al-fahrani, a visionary metal. Over the years, he has attributed to the government’s " percent in Q2 of 2024.
artist from Baha, has breathed Majed Al-Zahrani, a vislonary developed a mobile workshop ongolng afforts to iImprove Significantly, oll revenueas
new life into discarded metal, artist from Baha, said that equipped with tools he has public services provided to sitizens and have improved this year, despite the
transforming it into captivating  he hopes to inspire young designed and built himsedf. residents in line with the Quality of Life Kingdom's official voluntary ofl cuts of 1.5
sculptures and paintings. F“":'F'I_“t'“ explore H"_E"" His commitment to recycling Program, which aims to improve the standard mulllon barrels par day, In addition to the
With o keen eve for detall and s~ Se®tivity and contribute to and sustainability is evident in aof living for everyone in the Kingdom. agreements made within OPEC.
passion for creativity, Al-Zahrani ummlr|uﬂ-hm::$||;?5mnm" hiz choloe of materials, as he The government has also focused its Public debt amounted to SR1,149 billion by

has carved a unique niche for
himself in the world of art, the
Saudi Press Apency reported.
Using nothing more than
simple tools, the voung artist
has cralled intricate metal sculp-
tures that defy theirr humble

origins. Al-fahranis creations,
from towering trees to delicate
cbeer, are a testament 1o his skill
and imagiimalion.

Al-Zahrani said that his artistic

repurpeses construction waste Lo
create stunning works of art, SPA
reported. Al-Zahrani said that he
hopes to nspire young people
i explore thelr creativily and
contribule o envimoonmental
conservation through recycling.

SPORT

'Two falcons fetch big
bucks at international
auction in Riyadh

FEnthusiasts bid SR170.000 on Polish falcons as
event promotes falconry heritage, conservation

Arab Mews & ooans

The first anction night of
this year's International
Falcon Breeders Anction
saw a large crowd of
falcon enthusiasts gather
to witness the anction of

two exceptional falcons.

The event, organized by the
Saudi Falcons Club, is being held
at its headguarters in Malham,
north of Rivadh, and will
continue until Aug. 24

It features more than 35 elite
[alcon production farms  from
6 countries showcasing their
prized birds for sale, the Saudi
P'ress Agency reported.

A Falco cherrug, known locally
as a Hur, from the Polish Fire
Falcons farm, comimandked a bid
of SRES,000 ($17.3200, followed
by another falcon from the same
farm that sold for SRI0G.000,

bringing the total for the evening
0 SE1700RC,

Twelwe auction nights  will
b held throughout the event
Competitions and aucbons  are
strearned live on TV channels and
the chieb’s soctal mecha platforms,

The club  announces  the
falcons on offer before each
auction night, SPA reported.

With a history of exceeding

The auction
foaturos

mare than 35
elite falcon
production
farma from
18 cauntrios

showcasing
thelr prized
birds for anle.
BFA

aHEIS milllon In sales over the
piist three vears, the auction
introduces new  intermational
breeding irms and  fosters
collaboration among producers
and investors.

The event aligns with the Sauxdi
Falcons Clubs commitment to
preserving  falconry heritage
and promoting the Ringdom as a
global center for the sport,

spending on capital expenditure, which
amounted to SR99 billion for the first half
of this year, comparad to SRE9 billion for
the same percd last year, an inorease of
43 ]:l-u-ﬂ:ﬂnt. This .*,.igni'ﬁl:a.nl: rese i CAPEX i%
due to continuous government support for

the end of Q2 2024, reflecting an increase of
8 percent compared to SR1,050 billion at the
baginning of the perod. The malority of that
dabt — around 80 parcent — is domeastic.

Tmdat fa Hog'r i an sconomieEt and hnancly anakst T m

The Days
FIGURES

Bosarcer: karubal g

Awarencss

Riyadh Gamethon
challenge to boost
financial literacy

satichl Arabla's Social
Development Bank 13
Organizing a game design
Challenge to create tithes aimed
at raising financial awareness
anadd [raEoting Savirgs.

The Gamethon evenl will Gelee
place at Rivadh Boukevard from
Aug. 21-23% 1t will bring together
inmovators, developers,
desdeners aml progrunmers
to build games focused on
Anancial literacy, savings amnd
financial planning.

With a prize pool of
SR, OOk 23245, GO Ehe
event aligns with the Kingdom's
efforts to support the promising
growth sector. SPA Riyadh

KSERELIEF PROJECTS IN YEMEN
dpund 0ad

& L | Forad
a1 1T
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Briefs

THE BEST QF THE REST

Helping hand
hSreliclextends

humanitarian aid
efMorts worldwide

Sauch add apency KSrelief
distribaatesd LTS oo parcels
to 12,565 peopde in Yemen.

The Al-Amal Chartable
Bakery project in Lebanon
distributed 25,000 bresd
agss o 12,500 families in
one week, inchiding Syrians,
Falestimians, and Lebanese,

In Medan, Indonesia,
Ksrellef project has completed
gix heart surgeries and six
catheterization procedures.

I Cambodia, Ksrelief
commprleted s progect for fadcial
and jaw surgeries and head
and neck tumors, conducting
68 operations within
one weel. SPA Riyadh

TSR

WA Feoimmibon  (Hamraimrips
Frrgrra it

Border control
hingdom arrests
20,471 illegals
inone week

Sauch anthoritbes arrested
20471 peaple in one week for
breaching residency, work and
border security regulations.

A total of ELO72 people
were arrested for vioktlons
of residency laws, while 4,812
were held over illegal borcer
crossing attempts, and a further
2 687 for labor-related issues.

Thee Saadi Ministry of
[nterior said that anyone foand
to be facilitating illegal entry
16 the Eingdom coubd face
imprisonment Mora maxianm
of 15 yeirs, a Ane of up to 5Kl
mif o {S2640,000), as well as
confiscation of vehicles and
property. SPA Riyadh

‘ Fallow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION

Edtech platform sharpens

Saudi children's language portiolio

Empowerment of youth a common thread between Saudi Arabia and China, says CEO

Nads AMurkl Flyadh

An online teaching
platform is strengthening
Saudi children's
educational journeys
while also unleashing

the potential of local and
International educators.

Cindy Mi, an English teacher for
25 vears who founded VIFKid
a decade ago and brought the
company to Sawdi Arabia aboud
twio vears ago, told Arab Mews:
“Tve abways been a student and
a teacher mysell. The goal is 1o
build a global classroom to allow
mare children to get access to
best quality language learning
ecducational eXperenoes L, S0
they can be ready [or their more
globalized future”

since its founding in 2013,
VIFRid has helped more than
| million children worldwide
learn English amd delivered over
280 millbon Hive online classes in
English and Mandarin.

The CEQ wias inspired to
expand the platform 1o the
region after speaking at a Future
[nvestment [nitiative session
about the fumepe of education
with Saudi Ambassador Lo the US
Princess Reema hint Banclar,

Reflecting on ber discussion
with Princess Reema, Mi osoack
*Her wvision of empowenng
women and especially the vouth
of the RKingdom for the future
wis truly an inspiration.”

She added that Sawdi Vision
230)'s goal to improve cducation
wis also part of the inspiration.

“We are very happy and
honored 1o support the ndila-
tve by providing the children
of the Kingdom with the highest
guality language tutors rom
the IS or from China, learning
Mandarin Chinese and English,
50 that the children can be well
prepared for the future”

Over the vears, VIPKid has
bl more than 10core language-
learnming modules, 1t also offers
over LS00 supplemental elective

Cindy Mi s an Engglish teacher for

23 years who foinded the online
bearndng platform VIPKId a decude

agoe and brought the company to
Saudi Arabla about twa yenrs ngao,

AN photo by Abduirhyman gin
shalhaubs Suppied

classes {or learning Engli=h and
AMandarin

VIPRK] launched a  pilot
iraining program for local
English teachers in 2023, I
ended last month, and
chesigned to raise the standard for
both proficiency and pedagogy.

Mi added that VIPEid's multi-
cultural programs allow experi-
enced teachers from all over
the world to meet with their
Saudl  counterparts 1o
biegl practices, mprove .-.u|'||_i|;'|,'l
matter competency amnd  Ean
confidenoe in the classroom.

Wk

shame

“We work with partners like

government  bodies, educational
instivtons and other tech compa-
nics &0 that we can help them
baunch similar programs, especially
in the flekd of teacher training”

I order to help students keam
better al school, teachers also
need Lo learn themselves, which

I can totally sec so many
woren in the hingdom,

in the region, teach
children around the globe
andd share the wonderful
culture with the world.
Clndy Mi viFrid c£0

\

requires mvestment, M1 saud. 1
think the Kingdom has imvested
a lof (ind teachers .. L 15 very
bl phul for them to improve thetr
language proficiency with a peer
from other parts of the world.”

According to Mi, VIPRKS
classrooms are a sale space (o
make mistakes and feachers
cncourage  students in ways
that promote conflidence. “That
confickence would be the light
in the learning” she added. =T
would be the lghthouse, and
then the students would say, “0Oh,
I can oo Uas, T can speak very
conhdenty™

Noting the advancements
and changes brought about
by technology and artificial
intelligence, Mi said that “the
human part 1s abways the maost
important.”

As a technologv-dependent
platform, the online |nstimote
fas been able o create a more
personalized leaming  exper:
ence for students with real-time
feedback.

Thiz has also opened up the
prospect of Al teacher and
stundent |learning  assistants,
which allow both partics o
ientily  improvement  points
through comprehensive analyt-
ical tools.

To mmprove the |earning
experience, VIPRI i3 leveraging
it% clata (o ereate an Al fulor wiho
works with children to aoguire
the fundamentals of a lanpuage,
siich as  phonetics, [reeing
up teachers fo focus on more
advanced TOPHCS.

“When it comes (o technology,
1 think education can be afford:
able, accessible and personal-
zedd, that [ think would unleash
the potentinl of educators, but
also truly be able to provide a
high-qualitvy  learning  experi-
efce  Tor children acrss  the
piobxe” she sald,

Mi is al=o discussing the launch
of Arabic tuloring programs
with local partners: “There are
g many children aroumnd ithe
globe that are curicus to leamm
the language, and also the many
exjsils 1N l|1|' MEEHI I|'|-|'4r
chikdren and family necd to learn
Arabic as well”

She added that localizing further
would benefit female teachers
in the region by “the Impact and
e ey can make,”

Accorming to Mi, her expen:
cnce i building a ocommunity
of  teachers with  American,
Cansdian amd Chinese teachers
sugpests that women tend Lo
take up the professon more
frequently: “1  think
are equipped with the loving,
passionate characteristics  and
perscality to work with the kids,

“1 can todally see s0 many
women In the Kingdom, n the
regton, leach children around the
globe and share the wonderful
cidiure with the workd.”

BLENTIIT

Saudi ambassador

Arahs Naws capan

sawch Arabia’s Ambassador to
Japan Dr. Ghazi Faisal Binzagr
said that he was honored to
represent the Kingdom for
the first time at the peace
memarial ceremonies this week
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
memory of the atomic Dombs
dropped on both cities 79 yvears
AL,

“It was both a privilege and
an honor to attend the ceremo-
nes, [ admire how both citbes
have turned a tragic historical
event i which two cifics were
destroved, and hiaEnan
sonils pertshed, mto a prolouwnd

(HEHNEES

messape of peace amnd hope
o the world amd humanity”
Bamzagr todd Arakb News Japan
Binzagr stressed the need for
global responsibility in elimi-
nating weapons of mass destric-
ticn. “"We must not forget the
horrors of these weapons.™ he
sabd, “and we must all untte in
our @ffors o rid the wordd of

them withoutl any exceplions
0T CXCUSES.

During his wisit to
Hiroshima and Nagzasaki,
ithe Saudi
decply moved by
the survivors” stories of
loss anel tragedy. Their
resiience, he  sail, 1S

arnbassaaclon

Wilhs

LEARNING

n-I..II'IH,r his visit to Hiroshima sn-d
Magnsaki Saudl Ambassador
Binzagr was deepdy moved by
tho survivors' storles of loss and

tragedy. AN photo

FROM PAST

a powerful testament to the
sirength of the humsan spieit
and the importance of kearming
from our past.

“Al a time when many conflicts
are escalating in many regions
around the world, we must all
stand for fundamental resolu-
tioms that honor homan digndty,

ensure  justice for all, and

siippsort  ecosvslems  hal

bring opporiunity and
erowih,” he said.
Binzag sabd  thai
RRFTHT TR st 1%
Wisdidn 10 ensSurng
dialogue and  bndge-
Bsuibding, ol destruction
andd extension,

Ata time when many
condlics are escalating

i many regions aroand
the workld, we must all
stand for fundamental
resolutions that honor
human digmity, ensure
justice forall, and support
ecosystems that bring

opportunicy and growith.
Or. Ghazl Falsal Binzagr

[
ool N T LSS T LS

“T deeply what 1
W as i messape of lorgive-
ness  amd reconciliation  from
Tapan's Hiroshima amnd Nagasaki
Wisdom rests in remembening

FEspec

pays tribute to Hiroshima and Nagasaki

cur paimful memories, not 1o
preserve them but to transcend
them  nto something  bBetter
In particular, the children's
bmipressivie, 1
rellected  that the Hibakusha
memaorics  inspired  the new
penerations of children to be
part of building a better workd.”

He thanked the
organizers in both cites and
“the many wvolunteers who
made the expericnce profound
and enriching. Their dedica-
Ll bl
instrumental in making this
expenence so meaningful and
impactiul, and for that, we are
truly grateful”

TNE sk Wik

lapanese

wWiere

arul wiirk
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An injured man
comforta his

daghter In front
af thoe Al-Agsa
Martyrs Hospltal
in Delr Al-Balak
b the certil
Gnxa Strip after

were killed Inoan

Israsll strike in
Nusalrnt. &FF

Reutars, AFP Cairo

Egypt said on Saturday that
[sracl’s “deliberate Klling™ of
uikarmed Palestinians shows that
it lacks a politleal will io end the
W i Craga,

Epvpt's Foreign Ministry state-
ment came after more than 100
Palestindans were  killed and

chozens wounded In an Israell
sirikeona Gaa school sheltering
displaced people, according o
the Palestinian news agency.
Turkive denounced the “new
crime against humanliy™ after
[srael's deadly strike on  the
school In Gaza, according to a
Foreign Minkstry statement,
“Israel has commutted a new

AGGRESSION

M liile humanity by
massacring more than a hundred
civilians who had talken refuge in
a school)” the ministry said.

“This attack shows once again
that the Netanvahu government
wiani= o sabolage permanent
ceascfine negotiations.

“The mternatbonal actors who
ta nod lake measures [0 stop

sl

Israel are making themselves
comphicit in these crimes.”

A spokesperson for Palestinian
President Mahmoud — Abdas,
Mahil Abu Rudeineh, urged
Washingion to put an end o the
“Blind support that leads 1o the
killing of thousands of innocent
clvilians, Including  childien,
womern, and the elderdy”

Egypt: Israel lacks political will to end Gaza war

Speaking to Al-Fazeera tebevi-

sion, Khalil Al-Havva, the head of

the Hamas team for the indirect
ceasciire talks with [srael. said
statements of condemnation
WeTre 1 |-ur|,','.l|-':|':-:l|||"|'i-:'|-|'|'|l.

“"Dismiss ([sraeli) ambassadors,
close down embassies, and sever
ties with the occupation” he
safed,

REGIONAL THREAT

Ali Sistani
warns of
Middle East
escalation

AFP Baghdad

Iragi cleric Grand Avatollah Al
Sistand wamed on Satorday o
the fisk of a regromnil escalation
with polentially “catastrophic
consequences”™  lollowing  the
killing of twao militant leaders,

sistani also urged an end to the
“penacidal war” in Gaza, where
the civil defense agency said
an Israell atrstrike on a school
housing displaced Palestindans
killed nearly OO people.

"Once  again,  the Isracli
occupation army has committed
a huge massacre -, adding 1o
its series of ongoing crimes™ in
Craza, Sistani said in a statement
since the start of the 10-month-
el war,

The recent high-profike
Killings of two leaders of Hamas
and Hezbollah increased the
danger of “major clashes™ thai
could have “catastrophic copse-
guences” for the regon, he
warmed.

"We once again call on the
waorld 1o stand  against  this
terribic brutality,” Sistani =aid.
urging Muslims "to unite in
crder to press for an end to the
eenacidal war™ in Gaz.

On July 31, Hamas's political
leacker, Ismail Haniveh, was
Killed in an attack blamed on
Israel in the Iranian capital.

M aame hours afier Israel
Kill=d Hezbollah senior military
commander Fouad Shakr in a
sirike on the Lebanese group's
stromghold in south Bewrud,

Najia Houssarl Belbut

The Israell army
intensified its hostilities

on Saturday against border
villages In southern
Lebanon, destroving

amd flattening several
nelghborhoods,

The Lebanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs condemned [srael™s “dhsre-
gard for international law and
humanitanan slamndant=" m a
statcment on Saturday,

It said that "the deliberaie
Killing of Large nombers of
unarmed Palestinian civilians in
the attack against the Al-Taba'een
schosnl in the Gaza Strip is clear
evidence of Ismel's intention (o
prolomg the war amnd expand ils
soope, especially as intermational
mediators  intensify  efforts o
reach a ceasefire”

The minkstry sabd that the Tsreell
“oooupalion  army's  syvstemnalic
and imdiscriminate shelling, and
the killing of children and civil-
lans, chearly demonstrate  the

[sracll povermments  disregard
for intermational Eaw and human:
ilarian standards."

It urp=d “the intemational
COMmmunity And relevant
couniriez o take a unified,

serious and effective stance 1o
protect the Palestinian peogde in
the Gaza Sirip and pul an end to
this humanitarian catastrophe,

“The first step o avoiding
dbe-escalation and a wider conflict
i the regaon 15 1o hall the aggres-
sion on Gaza and adogt a peaceful
ciplomatic path by taking serious
sleps o obligte Isracl 1o accepl
a two-state solution in e wath
relevant  intermational  resolo-
tions,” the mindstry added.

It cirenlated @ docwrment from
the Lebanese governnsent o
its diplomatic missions abroadd,
containing “the principles ammaed
at achicving long-term stability in
scithern Lebanon,”

The minstry requesied its
missions to “conduct the neces-
sy communications in thedr
respective countries, both hilat-
erally and within the councils of

GROWING RISKS

Lebanese govt accuses Israel of intending
to prolong war, expand its scope

o Airstrikes, shelling target towns in southern Lebanon  Hezbollah targets Israeli military gatherings

Fire enguifs a
car targeted by
an lsrasll strike
bn the southemm
Lebanese clty of
Hldon on Friday.
The lsrasdl strike
Eilled Hamas
vl s Trodm

the nearby
Alrm Al-Huolwah
Patestininn

AFP

Arab ambassadors, (o present the
Lebancse stance outlhined in the
document

The document stated that "the
Lebanese  povernment  believes
that a full-scale war can still he
avolded, and it is committed to
protecting the salely and security
of [ts citizens, retaming its nght
o self-defense under intermna-
tional Law.

“At the same time, the govern-
ment belbeves that de-escalation
is the most approprate path
to avoskd a destructive cycle of
viodence, which woukld b mome
challenging to contain,”

The document said that “the
gowvernment cannod act alone, The
intemational  communily  musl
play a decisive and immediate
role in calming tenswons and

curbking the ongoing Isracli
aEEresskon against Lebanon”

The text addedd “To schieve
che-escalation, the Lebanese
government proposes a sysiem-
atic amd organized approach
thit would provide an alterna-
five to the current chaos. This
approach would be purposefel,
with the primary goal of restoring
stabitliny.”

The government statement also

demanded the “full and equitable
impdementatbon of UN Security
Council Resolution ITOL There is
g e for immasdiate de-escala-
tion and cessation of provoca
five actions to reduce risks and
prodect clvilians,

“Any activity within this frame-
work should not obstruct the Tull
re-commitment  to Resolution
1701 or increase the risk of a full-
scabe conflict,” it said.

The document alse said that
“the Lebanese povernment
believes that a ceasefire in Gaza
wirtald immediately calm tensions
m =outhtsm Lebanon,  paving
the way for long-term sustain
able stability. In this context, the
Lebanese government suppeorts
President Biden™s agreement 1o
ceasehre m Gaza and calls for
its  immecdate  implementation
fedlowing Resolution 27357

The Lebanese reachon came
a5 a local TV team survived an
Israchi maid on the Majlal Selm
villame this morning.

Tl artilbery shelling
targeted Houla, whie sl

warplanes rakded several houses
in Tavr Harfa, Tyre.

The Health Ministry
EMETECIY  operalions  center
sald that “the lsmacli artillery
shelling with phosphaorus shells
on Kfarkila has resulted in oa
severe case of asphyxiation For

one  resident, who reguired
hospitalization”

The  destructive  artillery
shedling flattened several

houses in Altaroun, while Isracli
warplanes hit Aftn Al-Shaah.

Hezbollah separately said in
a statement that it destroved
“spy equipment in the Israeli
military Ramia site with an
attack drone”

Hezbollah released footage of
= |||;|-e_'r.|'|ir||: targeting “a |1t".J.'|_l.
established  Israeld military
position in Khirbed Manot™

It also announced fargeting “a
gathering of Israeli soldiers in Tel
shaar with rocket weapons”

Israedi  warplanes  continied
o Ay at medium albtude over
southern villages, extending to
Stolon and Berut,
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A group of Independent

MPs elected to Parliament
in the UK lor their stances
on Gaza are set to formally

feam up.

The fve MPs, inchuding [ormer
Labour leader Jeremy Corbym,
were elected on July 4 on separate
platforms, bt are pow in talks o
create an offkcial bloc that would
s them maich Reform UK amd
oilmumber e Green Party,
Cortmn. who had the whip
remoyed as a Labour MP in 2020,
a year after lesding the party to a
chefeat at the 2008 seneral election,

OUTRAGE

Former Labour
Porty leader
Jderamy Corbyn
addresseos
protesters in . 0 0
Londaon. ' i
Fla/AFF Rk !EJ ;
TR

sabd: <1 was efected by my constit-
wenls 10 speak oul against  the
gencicle m Gaza, apainst chikd
poverty amd azainst the demoniza-
thon of meigrants and refuzees.
“Lanmy paronad to work alongside my

Australian FM joins
condemnation of
Israeli minister’s call
loslarve Gazans

Arab NMews Loncon

Australia’s foreign mimster has
Jjoined growing condemnation of
an lsracli minister for claiming
that starving millions of people
im Gaza might be “justified and
miatal.”

Penny Wong  said  the
comments by Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, if put into
action, would amount o a war
crime, The Guarchan reported
on Saturday,

On Wednesday, Smotrich
sparkecd  oulrage afller saving
“No one in the world will allow
us to starve 2 million people,
even though it might be justified
and maral in order to free the
hostages,”

On  Saturday, Wong sawd
on X: “The deliberafe starva
tion of civilians is a war crime.
There §s no justification for it
ever. Australia joins  interna-
Honal partners, incloding the
UK, Germany and France, in

condemming the comments
made |':-_l. [seaedl Finance Minesief
Bezalel Smotrch,”

S repeated
tdemands for an
ceasefire in Gaza.

SEITIOH
lin's shadow [foreign minisler,
denouneed Smofrich’s remarks
38 “repugnant,” adding: "We
maintain our consistent call for
respect of international law and
humanitarian neecids.

“The implication i EBezalel
smotrbch's comments I8 repug-
nant. Thankfully the comments
ty mot reflect Israeli policy and
nor should they ever do so”

The Health Ministry in Gaza
saldl on Saturcay that at least
30700 people had been killed
in the war bedween lsrael and
Hamas, now in its 11th month.

The toll includes 91 deaths in
the previous 48 hours, according
to ministry fipures, which also
list 92042 people as having
e wounded In the Gaza

Australian
immediate

Armingham, Austra-

1

FEAGCE AND JUSTICGE

U pro-Gaza MPs set to team up in
bid to ‘make constituents heard’

b independents, including ex-Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, in talks to form parliamentary bloc

5> ADM
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fedlow independent collesggses 1o
Fiake sinre our cofsiiemis” volres
iare heard.

“This country s demanding
real chanpe — and the more MPs
who are prepared (o stand up for

I was clected by my
constituents to speak out
against the genocide

in Gara, against child
poverty and against the
demonization of migrants
and refugees.

Jeremy Corbyn

o L our oo

international law, defend refugees
amwd oppose the Tar-right, the betler
Wi are a movement for peace and
justioe, and we are not going away.”

shockat Adam, who defeated
semmior  Labour fisure  Jonathan

Aslhvorth o a shock result In

Letcester South, told The House
magazdne that the group s
keepmg “all options are open” for
CoCReTation,

Adam sakd: T had never met any
of these wdivicheals belore Like
my=clf, I don’t think they'd heard
of me. and I don't know all of them
gither. S0, we're just getiing o
ko each other

"W have commonabiiics,
expecially on our foreign policies,
et cetera, bat we're just navigating

whiere we are politically on loeds alf

things We are working {iogether
on issues that we have common
prodrmd on™

He tald the BBC that the five are

“loking & opthons  that woulkd
gve s more access to the levers ol
PO

In additon to looking to work
with each other, they have also
boked elsewhere  for  support,
wiriting toa separate group ol seven
MPs who recendly hadd the whip
withdrawn for voling to scrap a cap
o child benefits in the UK.

The group of five ndependents
sal they "look forward to working
closely”  with  the suspended
Lachser MPs,

Howeser, [t is unlikely that there
will be a coalition between the two
groups. with the suspended seven
all expected to remain Labour Mg
when thedr suspenssons are lfted

%

Displaced Palastinians make thalr way as thay fles the sastern part of Khan Yousils in the Gars Strip following an lareell afmy evacuatlon erder, Boaboe

Sirip since the war began when
Hamas attacked lsrael on Oct. 7.
The latest tolls do not appsear
1o inclhucke .":u.aﬂl:lrll:l_'."'-: prE-cliai
Israeli strike on a schood housing
displaced peaple in Gaza City.

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT

Militia inhighting kills at
least 9 in Libya's capital

AP Calro

Clashes between two  heavily
armed militia groups I Libyas
capital terrorized residents and
killed absont a dozen peopile, the
latest bout of violence m the
North Afmcan nation, officials sawd
om Saturcay.

Thee howirs-long Clashies,

which invalved heavy weapons,
oocurred on Friday in Tripoli’s
easicmm neighborhood of Tajoura
betworn Rahba Al-Dumsae militia,
which is led by warlord Bashir
Ehalfallah — known as Al-Bagrah
— and anodher milita Al-Shahica
Sabriva, the officals added,

Thae Health Ministrys
Ambuldance amdl  Emergency

Services sabd ol lesst O people
were Klled and 16 others wiesre

wolunded I the hours-longr
clashes
The clashes =temmed from

an  attempted  assssination  of
Al-Bagrah on Friday, which his
militza blamed on Al-Shahida
Sabiriva, arcotding to local media
eparts,

More than L9
Craza’s pre-war population of 2.3
million have been driven from
thelr homes, esing |:|‘|1-|.':|I|‘-|II:.'
across the territory to escape
rdlensives.

million of

Most are now crowded into
ramshackle tent camps in an area
abont 50 acg. ko o the Gaza coasl.

With =anitation systems
collapsed, discases have mn
rampant, health officials say, and

humanitarian groups are trying
b feed the population.

The UN savs a half-million
Palestinians are facing
catasirophic  levels of Ffood
insecurity.

| Srilankan Airlines

AIRLINE CARGO GENERAL SALES AGENT
INTHETERRITORY OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

(ONLINE OPERATION)

SriLankan Alrlines Limited, 1h= Mationg Adline of Sn Lanka and a membe

of the eneworld alhance, with a glohal network (ncluding codeshare partrars)
of 114 destinations in 62 countries around the world, is looking for 2 Cargo coganization 1o
reprasant tha Axline as its Cargo General Sales .-54;||=_lr.r n the tammtory of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Inlerasted partas, please refer SriLankan Awxlines Limatad website {or datails.
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Students take charge
of Bangladeshi capital
as police ‘disappear

POST-HASINA DHAKA

Cops went on strike after prime minister ousted on Monday

Fhehab Sumen ik

Nearly a weelk on from
the sudden collapse

of Bangladeshl Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasinas
government, pelice are
niowhere to be seen in the
country’s capital, IDhaka.
Students and volunteers
have stepped in as
substitutes in an attempt
1o stop the clty descending
inte chaos,

The Bangladesh Police Associa-
Hon, which represents 150,000
ol the country’s police ofhcers,
announced its strike on Tuesday,
a day after the ouster of Hasina's
sovernment by student-ked
protesiers,

The lack of police is one of
the country's newly appointed

imterim  povernments  op

priorites,
*There s an abhscnee of law
enforcement” Farida Akhter,

adviser to the caretaker Cabinet,
told Arabh News on Saturday,
“We are m oa transabon period
at the moment. Normalcy can't
e restored unbess w enloreers
refurm o waork,”

Bui many pohce fear retn-
butionn and punishment from
the new  administration and
the siudent movement for the
force with which they tried o
crush the uprising. Hundreds
were Killed im the weeks-long
protests.

The BPA has since apologized
and cloimed police had been
“forced” to apen fire.

"We are working o build
confidence among members of
the: law enforcement agency)”
sail Akhter, who was swomn
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$tudents and volunteers hawve stepped In as substitutes in an attempt to stop the city desoesnding Into chaos. AF2

in on Thursday evening along
with other members of the
carctaker government, which is
led by Nobel-winning economist
Mobammeed Yunus,

Reporis of robbery, atlacks
on minoritics and their places
of worship, arson, destruction
of povernment bulldings, and
other criminal activity have been
rife over the past few days.

“We are concerned about this
issue and want to address this
first. My colleague in charge of
the Home Ministry is working
an this. We hope o see some
positive  development  this
week” Akhter said. “In many
casts, communily members
and studenis have poined hands

[TIGHLIGHT

Many police fear retribution
and punishment from the
new administration and the
student movement for the
force with which they tried to
erush the uprising.

to prolect others .. It's very
sipmificant.”

smabikun Mahar, a student at
Fden Mahila College in Dhaka,
wis Irying (o manage traflfic in
the Dhanmondl area of Dhaka on
saturday,

“The police have disappearned
from the scene ... Thats why
students are volunteering  to

meanage the iraffic. As soon as
the police take over, we will
refurn fo classrooms,” she told
Arab News,

With more than 20 million
residents, Dhaka s widely
considered the worlds maost
densely populated urban ares
and relies on thousands of police
wittdlens to manage s severs
Congestion.

“"We are asking peoople on
the streets to abide by the
traffic rules” Nahar said. “Buod
managing the traffic is nol our
job. The sooner the palice come
hack . the hetier for all of ng™

Dhaka resichents, meanwhile,

are focuscd on the struggle to
keep their neighborhoods safe.

CONFLICT

Russia launches new operation

to halt advancing Ukrainian troops

AFP Moacow

Moscow on Saturday  modmnited
a “counfer-lermor operalion” in
three border regions adjoining
Ukraine to halt Kyivs advance
deeper into Kusséa and warmed
that the fighting endangered a
nuckear power plant.

Ukrainian units stormed  into
Russias western Rursk  reglon
on Tuesday moming in a shock
attack, the largest and  most
suctessiul] cross-border offensive
by Kyiv of the two-amnd-a-half vear
eniflict.

[ts troops have advanced several
kilometers and Russia’s ammy
has rushed (0 reserves awl exira
eqguipment — though neither side

has given precise details on the
forces they have commitied.

Russia’s nucksar agency o
Saturday warmed the Ulkrainian
attack posed a “direct threat” o
the nearby Kursk naclear power
statio,

At least 16000 civilians
requested state assistance to leave
thedr hotmes i Russian border
areas, where emergency aid has
Been lerried mn, and extra raims to
the capital Moscow have been pul
on for people fleeing.

“The war has come to 1us" one
woman from the borcler mone
saicl @1 a Moscow train station
an Friday, declining to give her
FHEEEE

R ussia’s

Armmy ponfirmmed

SPEEDREAD

Ukrainian units stormed into
Russia's westemnm Kursk region
on Tussday morning in a shock
attack, the largest and most
successful cross-border
offensive by Kyiv of the two-
and-a-half year conflict.

Saturday it will still fighting the:
Ukramnian mmoursiomn.

It said Kyiv initially crossed the
border with arcund 1000 froops,
arciined 20 armored  vehicles
and 1l tanks. Though it claimed
saturday to  have destroyed
five thmwes that much milltary
hardware so far.

Russia’s naticnal anti-terrorism
commities said late Friday it was
slarting  “counter-terror  operi-
tions in the Belgorod, Bryansk
and Bursk regions ... 0 ensure
the safety ol citizens and suppress
the: threal of terrorist acts being
carricd out by the enemy's

sabotage Froups”
security forces and the mikitary

are piven sweeping  emergency
powers during “counter-lterror”
operalions,

Movement ks restricted,
vehickes can be seized, phone

ciills can be monltored, areas are
declared no-go  zones, check-
points introduced, and security
15 beefed up at key infrastruc-
fure silbes

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Security

Bejjing warns
Philippines over
disputed reef

China warned the Philippines
on Saturday to stop “infringe-
menl ™ around a disputed reef
in the South China Sea, after
the Philippines sald one of its
planes was harassed by the
Chinese air foroe

“We sternly warn the
Philippines to imymediately

stop s Infringement, prosvoca-

Licay, distortbon and hype,”
the Southern Theater Com-
mand of the Peopdes Libera-
tion Army said in a state-
meent, adding that “China has
indisputable sovereignty over
Huangyan Island {Scarbaor-
ough Shoal) and adjacent

willers" AFP

Diplomacy

India and
Maldives look
to reset ties

India’s foreizn minister has
called the Maldives a “priosity "
for Mew Delhd on his first trip to
the archipelago nation since its
pre-Chilrea president expelled
Indhian troops.

subrahmanyam Jatshankar
said he was in the Maldives to
“take stock of our defense and
security engagement,” months
alter President Mohamed
Mulzzu's administratson sggned
a military assistance pact with
Bejjing. Known as a luoury
holiday destination with pris-
tine white sand beaches and se-
cluded resorts, the atodl nation
hias also beoome a geopolitical

hatsped, AFP
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Crude Nation

RAUL GALLEQOS

Baneath Venazuelan soil

lies an ocosan of crude — the
world's largest reserves —an
oll patch that shaped the
nature of the global snergy
business.

-I.:lnfnrtma.‘tul:.l, n

dysfunctional anti-American
governmient contrals this
vast resource and has usad
its wealth to foster
voter support,
ultimatedy wreaking
aconomic havos.
*Crude Nation®

reveals how

WAUL BALLEGDE

Investigation

Sinaloa leader
flew “against
hiswill’teUS

The US ambas=sador to Mexico
has revealed new information
abaut the arrest of Sinaloa
cartel co-fotnder Ismae] “El
Mayo” Zambada, details of
which remain murky two
wecks later.

fambada, T8, was arrested
in the 1S afier flyving there on
Juby 28 along with Joaquin
Guzman Lopez, the son of
[ormer Sinaloa leader Joagquin
“El Chapo™ Gutman,

Zambada was taken “agninst
his will" while Guaman “vol-
untarily surrendered” AFP

mismanagemant has led to
Venerusls's soconomic ruin
and tumed the country into a
cautionary tale for the world.
Raul Gallegos, a former
Caracas-based of
oorrespondant, paints
a picture both vivid and
anahytical of the country’s
soonamio decline, the
government's foolhardy
aconomic polickes,
and the wrecked
llves of Venazuslans,

acoording to a rEvyiaw

on poodreads. oom,

mam gk, wrEsan

Palitical crisis
Maduro says

no negotiating
with opposition

President Nicolas Madaro

has ruled out negotiating with
opposition keader Maria Corina
Machado after he appeired
before Yenezuela's Supreme
Court, asking the country's
top judicial body to ratify his
disputed reelection,

He was responding to
Machado's offer of “guarantees
and incentives” for a “negoti-
ated transition” of power
that woutld see him leave
office. In an interview as she
continues to challenge the July
28 vole. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Biden looks for legacy on foreign front

o Biden viewed the Asia-Pacific

region as key to his foreign

podicy when he took office as

presldent in 2021 However,

Lhe erisis in Gaza and the wider

Micldle East since late 2023, and
Hissias invasion of Tkeraimne in 20022, kas
shifted his administration's locus in conse-
quental, unexpected ways

The Fact that the Middle East remains
uppermost in the minds of the Biden team
wiis ance agakn illustrated when US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken cut shott by a
clay a recent tnp to Asia so that e coubd be
present at a White House meeting betweon
Biden and [sraeli Prime Minister Benjaniin
MNetanyahu on July 25,

Monctheless, with about six months
remaining in office, Biden and Blinken still
seek to craft a foreign policy legacy in the
vasl Asia-Pacilic amena. I wis regarding: this,
and resssurances about US commitment
to the region, that Blinken engaged with
allies during his recent trip to the region.
The Biden team's achievements include

Uy
With aboui six

months remaining

in office, Biden
and Blinken seek
io craft a foreign
policy legacy
in the vast Asia-
Pacilic arena

L el

5
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he civil war in Sadan thai

segan in Aprt] 2023 s on the

veerge of plunging the entire

Horm of Afnca info furmeoil,

With nearly 10 million peo

ple internally displaced and
muare than 25 milllon facing acute hunger,
the humanitarsan todl §s alveady catastrophic
and contmuses o escalate,

This tragedy stems from an unending
cyele of failed peace initiatives and the
intensification of the confiict between the
sudanese Armed Forces and the Ragid
support Forces. Ironically, each attempt
at peace seems only (o exacerbate the war,
plunging civilians deeper inlo despsair,

The chaos In Sudan muToers previous
conflicts in Africa, yvet the implications
of this one are very alarming. The US
special envoy for Sudan, Tom Perriello, has
warned that the civil war could devalye
it @ mult-decads version of "Somalia on
sterodds,” potentially transforming Sudan
it permmanent failed state,

As Lhe conthet continues to rage, the nsk

the development of deeper partnerships
across the region since 20021, including with
Incdia, Japan, Australia, South Korea, amd the
Assoclation of Southeast Asian Nations,

Moreover, in Oetober 2021 Biden said
the US on his watch would defend Taiwan
L China attacked, which was an appareni
departure from Washington™s long-held
[oreign policy position of “strategic
ambiguity” on this issue. While the
White House asserted there had been “no
change in our policy,” Chinese President
Xi Jinping compliained the US was secking
“all-around containment, encirclement,
and suppression against us.”

This was the context that shaped Blink-
en's trip last month, It swas his 18th to the
reEion since taking office in 2021 and took
place very soon after Biden's withdraswal
from the 20024 presidential race, The
overall stated goal of the visit, which
might b his last as secretary of siate, was
“advancing a free and open” Asia-Pacific

There was also a great need to offer
reassurances about 1S palicy on the region

Sudan needs peace now

grows of a regtonal conflagration threat-
ening o pull in nelzshboring countries
siich as Ethiopda, Soath Sudan, Chad,
Libwwa, and the Central Alrican Repuabhic,
The geopolitical falloal of this could

be immense, with illicit Bows of drags,
wieapons, and fighters destabilizing an
already volatile African continent.

Al-Fashir, a heavily popalated Sudanese
Armed Forces strongholdd in Darfur,
exemplifies the potentially dire conse-
quences of the confiict, As the Rapad
Support Foroes advance on the city,
which is home to nearly 3 million people,
ald groups fear widespread atrocities
including gender-based violence, torture,
and massacres,

Across Sudan, civilians are caught in the
crossfire and face relentless bloodshed
and deprivation. Attempis to provide aid
are thwarted by the combatants” steateghc
cmbargoes. The situation is dire. The US
State Department has confirmed that both
shdes have committed war crimes, with
the Rapid Support Forces and s allied
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umder the next president. Allles in Asia
have significant concerns about what a
second Trump presidency might bring,
nof least because while he was in office
between 2007 and 20021 he indicated that
the six-decade-long US military presence
in Japan and South Korea might be
recluced or eliminated entirely

The Biden team, meanwhile, has plans
to establish m Japan a new Joint Force
Headguarters for the almaost 55,000 1S
military personnel stationed there. This
is proposed as a counterpoint to Japan's
planned Joint Operations Command [or s
own armed forcoes

Hinken's visit i July, his longest tour
of the region as secretary of state, encom-
passed visits to six countries. It began in
Lans, where he attended the annual ASEAN
Hegional Forum alongside the foreign
minksters of ASEAN membeer states ancd
regronal powers such as China, Australia,
Japan, Russia, South Korea, and India.

He then headed to Vietnam to affer
condodences following the death of

militias accused of engaging in forms of
ethnic cleansing.

Despite repeated international warnings
amd sanctions, the hunger for mibiary
advantage continues to cutweigh the
desire for peace. Neither side is prepared to
commit to any grand bargains in the inter-
esix of peice, oF even a temporary ceaselire
that freezes this brutal conflict and allows
for more sophisticated diplomacy to tahe
place while the guns grow cold,

It canmol be overstated how rapidly the
window of opportunity for influential actors
to enforce a credible peace is closing.

In the ahsence of a credible, enforce-
able and widely accepted peace process,
sirdan risks emulating Libvas fragmented
political future or becoming a perma-
failed state akin to Somalia. If the past few
vears of LN mediation in Libva has taughi
the mternational comumumity anything,
it is that waiting for both sides to Aght to
a stalemate and then seeking hargains
with the elite among this unelected and

unaccoutitable lot will only create a new

comemunist leader Neguyven Phu Trong. Last
year, Washington and Hanal upgraced
Lhear ties tor the feved of a comprehensive
strategic parinership.

Blinken also visited Tokyo, where he and
LS Defense Secretary Llovd Austin held
“2+27 talks with their Japanese counter-
parts, during which they concluded that
China's "[oregm policy seeks (o reshape the
intemmational order for its own benefit at
the expense of others”

Austin also jolned Blinken m the Philip-
pines for mone "2+ 2" talks, given that Manila,
like Tokvo, has a rmuhual defense treaty with
the 115, The Aseal two important stops on the
POl were Singapore and Mongolia

All this activity reinforces the fact thal
Biden and Blinken have not lost sipht of
their longer-term ambition to intensify the
1S “pivoi " toward the Asia-Pacific regiomn,
Thiz, despite the fact that Biden's greatest
mtemmational legacy as president might
he his determined defense of Ukraine,
and his wider statecraft that has helped to
strengthen the ragile Western alliance,

¥
The chaos in Sudan

mirrors previous
conflicts in Africa,
yetl the implications
of this one are
very alarming

ruling class as disconnected from the
paiblic a5 the current belligerents.

If Sasclan i= 1o find peace and keep i,
therefore, Lthe pubxlic must also have a
siFnificant and meaninghal voice in any
resolution. Failure to ensure this will only
resuli in grave consequences that extend
far beyond Sudan.

Hecent history is rife with examples of
how conflicts can easily spill over borders,
s seen with how the turmodl in Libyva has
iffected the Sahel region, amnd how the
inconclusive war agninst Daesh has left
gplinters active and able to destabilize parts
of West, Central, and Southern Africa.

Sudan, with its population of aboul
o0 mulion people, poses an even
greiater nisk. The How of refugees,
fighters, and weapons could distupi
fragile states across Africa and beyond.
Suech instability wonld severely hamper
clforts 1o counter extremism, with Sudan
likely serving as a haven for terronst
groups - as wis the case with Al-Qaeda
durnng the 19890s,
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It is not too late to build a principled and powerful EU

ANA PALACICO

very yvear when European

parhiamentanians refurn from

thedr summer break, the calls

for a structural overbaul of

the: EU seem inevitable, This

vear will be no exception,
though the impetus for change might be
maore powerful than ever.

The EU is facing numerous daunting,
even existential, challenges, War rages
on its doarstep, economic
competitiveness lags,
andl dheep social polariza-

e

weaponize concermns about illegal migra-
tion and openly defy European unity.

For example, Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, who has led Hungarys govern-
ment since 2000 (alter previously holding
the office between 1998 and 20102, has
seemingly made it his mission to erode the
rule of law in Hungary and across the ELU,
while undermining European cohesion,
Last month, his government assumed

the rotating presidency
of the Councl] of the E11
Within days, he paid

hon persists, Political The EU miast surprise visits to Kyiy,
uncertainty in France and act with ereater Moscow and Beijing
indecision in Germany 1 to discuss a potential
compound the fragility ve, even Ukraine peace deal, Tt wis
of the EUT at the same ifthat entails a clear bid both (o exploit
time as an unpredictable uncomfortable the EU's institutional
:I-:'aﬂ:'r.shlp transition in confrontations ap:pal?tus and t|:|- under-
the US threatens to usher _ ; i it strategically,

in a prolonged period of with member states He also attended, again

American isolationism,
leaving Europe with little chaice but to
take its fate Into its own hands.

The EU has managed 1o overcome
severe disruptions in recent years, from
sowereign debt crises to the withdrawal
of the UK. But in the present geopolitical
environment it is weak, vulnerable, and
ill-prepared to handle the challenges
it Faces. A major reason for this is the
enduring influence of populist forces that

with no warning or
coordination with the ELL the summit of
thee Organization of Turkic States, which
Includes as an “observer” the internation-
ally unrecognized Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus.

ELl leaders scrambled to clarify that
Orhan had no mandate to represent the
EU externally, let alone to negotiate
any kind of peace deal for Ukraine. To
highlight the fact that Orban was acting

s Padnsad, & formes fonsign
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out of turn, the EU's foreign policy chief,
Jozep Borrell, stripped Hungary of the
right to host the next meeting of member
states” foreign and defense ministers, a
responsibility that normally falls to the
nation that holds the presidency of the
Council of the ET,

Unfazed, Orban proceeded to announce
a new Tast-track visa system that would
enable citizens of eight couniries,
including Kussia and

Relarus, to enter Hungary

R

Hungary over Orban’s assaults on democ-
racy and the rmule of law, the bloc has relied
largely on a legalistic and technocratic
approach, which has often left it worse off.
Bul calls for the EU to starl speaking the
"language of power™ have gone unheeded.
And while proposals for strengthening
Borrell's mandate in his role as the EU%
high representative for foreipn affairs and
security policy have been advanced, they
represent little more than
cosmetic changes,

withoul security checks, To regain its footling, Lhe
raising fears about the Tothrive in the EU must act with greater
integrity of border-free world of to ﬂﬂ!' amn urgeney and resolve, even
travel in the Schengen ( the EU if that entails uncomfiort-
Area, and EU security NN L able confrontations with
maore broadly, must once again member states, And Lo

Ortxan has also sought, establish itself as thrve in the world of
with his counterpart in 1 SPen today and tomormow it
Slovakia, to use EU levers anin E-Hl]ll'q must once again establish
to force Ukraine to end 1is pariner forthe US it=edfl as an indispensable
ban on the fow of Kussian partner for the Uk

oil through the Druzhba pipeline, part of
which runs through Hungarian territory,

Mast recently, Hungary blocked a joint
ELl statement on "trmegularities” during
the presidential election in Venezuela,
prompting Borrell to issue a separate
statement.

During previous crises, lrom the Brexit
negotintions following the withdrawal of
the UK to the EUSs previous dealings with

The EU faces a stark choice. It can either
continge to allow infernal and external
forces to weaken iLor it can act boldly (o
resclaim its idegrty and strengthen its infio-
ence. From encouraging inndovation and
hodstering the rule of law to establishing
and imyplementing a shared foreign policy
vision, the EL must demonstrate that it can
he bodh principled and powerful. Other-
wise, it risks being left behind

Digital currencies can boost inclusion in Mideast and Asia

igital currencies are
emerging as a beacon of
hope in the olten-elusive
dream of Anancial mclu-
sioq, particularly in Asia
and] the Midcdle East,

The latest evodution of this promise
comes in the form of central bank digatal
currencies, which are poized to revolu-
tHonkze cross-horder payments, By offering
mate efficient and inclusive linancial

CBEDCs offer inherent advantages in
financial transactions, including greater
transparency and security, thereby helping
ta reduce frad and money laundering.

Juclgdng: by the growing number of
nalions exploring the potential implemen-
tation of a CHBDC, they are, quite Liter-
ally, maining currency. The International
Monetary Fund recently reported that 150
natbons, together accounting for 98 percend
ol the world gross domestic product, were

solutions, ceniral bank investigating the possibic
digital currencics can G e introduction of a CBDC. A
reshape the financial .. survey conducted by IMF
landscape and create new -'Illlﬁlﬂgh}' the couniry teams mdicated
opporimnities in regions ; that of 31 economies in the
long underserved by tradi-  SVOWIngnumberof oo o bl
tional hanking systems. nations EI'JIHI‘]III_I',‘ Asla. 19 were eliher
However, they need (o the implementation considering or actively
et e IACHDG (heyave Pttty
syvatem if they are to — quite literally — sipnificant benefits of
achieve thefr full potential. Hﬂllllll.ﬂ' Currency digltal currencies s their
For the uninitiated, potential Lo expand access
ceniral bank digital o financial services. In

currencies, popularly known as CBEC s, are
digital forms of official currencies isswed
and regulated by nations’ central hanlss.

To understand how they work, think of a
digital wallet on your smariphone or in a
mahile banking app: instead of halding only
youur bank’s default digital currency, your
witlbet could akso hold the central bank's
digital cuorrency, which could be wsed to pay
for goods and services, transfer money to
others, or savings, just like physical cash.

srm

many parts of Asia and the Middle East,

large sesments of populations remain
unbanked oF underbanked, often as a resuli

of lack of physical hanking infrastructure
or stringent identification requirements.
Digital currencies, accessible uging mohlle
phones and the internet, offer a viable
solution to this. By giving them the ability
o bypass traditional hurdies to banking,
more individwals can participate in the
Anancial system, making it easier for them
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to=ave, invest, and make transactions.

Maoreover, digital currencies can facili-
Late faster transaction Umes than tradi-
tional banking systems. This clhciency
can help individueals and businesses
manage their Anances more efectively
amd] with fewer delays.

Digital currencies can also offer a safer
and more secure alternative in economies
still heavily reliant on cash. They reduce
the risks associated with carryving and
storing cash, especially in
high-crime arcas.

1]

Traditional hanking processes can be slow
and cumbersorme, especially for international
transfers that require several mtermediaries.
Degital curmencies can facilitate mstand
transactions, reduce wait times, and generally
improve the user experence. This immediacy
i= crucial for businesses and individuals who
rely on tmely payments (o manage thedr
fireances and sustain their operations.
Governments in Asia and the Middle East
are increasingly recognizing the potential
of digital currencies (o
support iinancial inclasion

Thee high cost of financial initiatives.
iransactions is a barrier Digital currencies Central banks are also
lor miy people in Uese exploring the potentgal
regions. Traditional enhance the of CBDCs to enhance
bandcing svstems and remit- specd of inancial manetary policy, improve
lanoce services olten impose transactions., pavment svsdems, ancd
hilty fees, which can be reduce reliance on cash,
profiibitive to poople on bow Traditional Such initiatives in Gulf
incomes. Digital currencies banking processes Cooperation Council
beraver ihvese costs slgndfi- can be slow memher countries alm
cantly. Reduced transaction to modernize finandcial
fees, inchuding for cross- syvstems and extend their
border remittances, mean digital cumencies reach to underserved populations.
make the transfer of money, domestically While the benefits are clear and

and mternatiomally, more affordabde.

This 1s particularly beneficial to migrant
workers in the Middle East, many of whom
send money home to thelr FBamdlies in Asia,
In other words, lower transaction fees
make more financial services more afford-
able to more people.

Digital currencies also enhance the
efficiency and speed of Anancial transsctions,

ADVERTISING
SAUCH RESEARCH AND MEDEA GROLIF

Far-resching, the adoption of digital
currencies can be challenging due to low
bevels of digital and financial literacy,
limdted internet access in remole areas,
and regulatory uncertainties,
Governments and Anancial mstitutions
mist therefore invest in edecation and
infrastructure to ensure the benefits can be

Fully realized.
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The collaboration with RACST

represents a cormerstone in

satdi Arabia’s journey toward

semiconductor leadership.

Muneoar bin Mahmoud Al=Dosougl
ST o e S

ARAB NEWS sSundav, August 11, 2024

* Business

11

Miguel Hadchity [Hyack

Saundi Arabia is rapidly

emerging as a key

player in the global
semiconductor industry,
driven by ambitious

initiatives that would
establish a strong foothold
in this cruclal sector,

Semicondoctors, which are
essential  components for
powering Al soflware, electric
vehicles,  smariphones, and
vartous pdvanced technologies,
have created infense competition
among nations and tech giants.
Currently, Taiwan leads with 446
percent of global semiconductor
foundry capacity, followed by
China, South Korea, the 178, and
Japan.

This concenirated  supply
chain has prompted Sadi
Arabia, under its Viskon 2030
initlative, o heavily invest in
developing local semiconductor
manufacturing capabilities,
The goal s to reduce depen-
dency and enhance economic
diversification.

“Semicondoctors Are
the foundation of modem
technology  amd  crucial  for
economic growth, representing
a 3500 billion industry today,
projected to reach 51 trillion
by 2030 =aid Frederic Ozeir,
partner and head of Automotive
and Manufacturing Industries
for [ndia, Middle East, and Africa
region al Oliver Wyman, in an
interview with Arab News,

He added: "For a modem
economy, they [(semiconduc-
tors) are fundamental to nearly
all electronics scross key sectors
like computing, lelecom, energy,
automotive, amdl healthcare”

Opeir explained that these
tech components drive techno-
logical mnowvation, advancing
Al 56, and autonomows vehicles
with  significant  improve-
ments in speed, efficiency, and
capithilities,

semiconductors  also  serve
as strategic asscis for natwonal
security, essential for defense
systems and  infrastructure,
with  applications  ranging
[rom oommunications equip-
ment o advanced weaponry.
Economically, Lhuesy drive
erowith, empioyment, and glokbal
competitiveness, similar to oil i
energy-dominant economics.

At the forefront of Sawdi
Arabias  sembconductor  push
15 the $100 bhillion Akl propect,
led by the Ringdom®s wealth
fund. Alat aims to address rising
domestic demand and position
the nation as a global hub for
semiconductor innovation and
production.

In collaboration with King
Abdulaziz City for Science and

Fasd| Arabin's proactive approach in the semicenducter sector reflects w strategic vision almed at snhancing its global competihiveness, 54

Technology, Alal is  focused
on developing local talent and
infrastructure necessary  for

semmiconductor design and
manufacturing.

"The scmiconductor industry
represents . a transformative

oppartunity for Saudl Arabia’s
industrial  sector”  empha-
sized Alal CEO Amil Midha.
“Our partnership with KACST
is pivotal in advancing our
capahiliies across Kev semicon-
ductor technology  segpmenls,
including  power, perception,
and processing”

Sauchi Arabda’s semiconductor
armbations extend beyonad
eoonomic  diversification  to
emphasize a strategic mpera-
tive for enhancing national
sovereigntly and technological
incle pendence,

To this emd, the Ringdom
has launched a billion-riyval
imvestinent  fund  dedicated
b semiconductor companies
and established the Nathonal
Semiconductor Huh.

Al feast 50 semicomductor
design companies will  be
established in Sauch Arabia by
2030, supported by a deep tech
venture capital fund exceeding
SR hillion (3266 million) as part
of a mew tech hub,

INVESTMENTS

Saudi Arabia makes significant
moves in semiconductor sector

The kingdom is heavily investing in developing local semiconductor manufacturing capabilities

o

These initiatives are comphe-
mented by efforts to abiract
plodual thresagly
targeted  residency  programs
aimed at accelerating knowledge
transfer and capacity building.

“saudi Arabia has  inherent
competitive  advantages  for

building a successful semicon-
ductor ndostry,” Ozeir noted.
“The country also offers compet-
itive  utilities and infrastruc-
ture, providing rehable energy,
clean water, and extensive land,
Political stability and govern-
ment support are also key, with
a slable regulatory environment
that inchades direct incenfives
and efficient processes” he
emphasized.

Oeedr  elaborated  that  to
develop this sector, the nation
needs o creale a  suitable
emabling environmeni by
addressing the need for a
specialized workloroe, including
process cngineers,  material
srbentisis, and precision techni-
ctans. “Additicnally, the
country must develop
its industry ecosystem
and ensure  aCcess
to international
markets, as local
demand for
semiconductors is

Ex e e

The semiconductor
indusiry represents
a transformative

aopportunity for
sandi Arabia's

industrial sector

Amit Midha
AL CEQ

still nascent,” he said,

Talat Laki Hafie, a Saudi econo-
misi, highlighted the broader
eoonomic benefits, stating: “The
semiconductor  Industry  will

contribitte significantly to botl
the Ringdom's economy ansd
the indusirial sector in general,
especially as Sandi Arabia is
engaging and promoting several
industrics that require signifi-
cant and sizable amounts of
setmicnndueiors”

For instance, Saucdi Arabda
5 advancmg mie  high-tech
industries soch  as  eleciric
cars, helicopters, drones,
and  advanced ships, which
require sibstantial amounts of
sermiconducions,

This shift will drve significant
demamnd for semiconducionrs,
dligning with Vizion 2030° goals
of ecconomic diversihication
and industirial advancement,
according to Hafiz
The urgency of Saudi Arabdi’s
semiconductor push B
underscored by global

sipply chain
disTuptions, which
have Ex el

villnerabalities
dependent ecorio-

ks, By
aping  a

fleviel-
reshinis

sermiconductor ecosystem, Saudi
Arabia aims not only to secure its
supply chain but also 1o emerge
as a leading exporter of high-
tech components in the global
market.

“The collabsoration with
BACST represents & cormer-
slone i Sawdi Arabia’s jourme
Eowards serpiconductor
leadership” said Muneer bin
Mahmoud Al-Dosouqi, presi-
dent of KACST, “If underscores
ot commitment to fostering a
sigstainable industrial ecosysiem
based on advanced technolo-
ghes and clean energy sources)”
b= acldied.

Dzeir outlined the sirategic
approach for the coming vears:
“Saudl Arabla should adop
an  integrated, cluster-hased
approach to develop its semicon-
ductor imdusiry. Initially, this
invalves  front-end manufac-
turing, bachward integration
into  wafer production  and
design, amd then expanding
capacity to forward-integrate
into  lepding-edge  brcation
and back-end manufactunng in
the medivm term.”

Oliver Wyman's partner noted
thiat the Kingdom could also
implement supportive polickes
similar to leading semiconductor
nations, combining direct grants
for Toreigm direct [nvesiments,
fow-interest  loans,  invest-
ment tax credits, and sovereign
funds that boost ntermational
investmenis.

“specialized visa  schemes,
financiil benefits for foreign
manpower with expertise, and
clite university programs in
semiconductor-redated fielcks
will be essential to drive this
development,” he added.

Saudi Arabhia's  proactive
approach in the semiconducior
seclor reflects a strategic vision
pimesd ak enhancing its global
competitiveness,

“Heing the largest economy in
the Middle East and the fastest-
growing economy in the Arab
waorld and internationally, the
Ringdom can easily succecd in
becoming a competitive player
in the global semicondoctor
market.” Hafiz said

He added: "It possesses the
resources needed for manufac-
turing semiconductors  that
can help and support its efforts
fo play a competitive role and
obtain leadership in the global
semiconductors  market and
inclustry.”

Despite  hosting  the world's
bargest reserves of oll  and
emerging as a global energy
superpower, Saudi Arabia has
ben very achve in pursuing
and building capacities in clean
energy and reducing the carbon
impact on both humanity and
the environment,
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Expatriate remittances
from Sandi Arabia
reached 55.2 hillion in
June, reflecting an annual
Increase of 11.32 percent,
according to the latest
data from the Saudi
Central Bank, also known

as SAMA.

This figure underscores  the
Ringdom's significant role in
global remittance flows and s
a lestament to the economic
dynamics inAuencing the region.

The latest SAMA  bulletin
irslicanech 1 HE| remiiianees
senil abroad by the Kingdom's
nationals decreased by | percent
annually, totaling SH5.12 billion.
This [ollows a peak in May,
which was the hizhest value
recorded ina vear and a hall

saudi Arabia has long heen a
magnet for expatfiates secking
lucrative job opportunitics, With
its robust economic growth and
hizh salary levels, the Kingdom
offers an attractive destination
for professtonals from  arownd
the world.,

The Average execuiive
salary In Saucl Arabvia exceeds
SIO0000 annually, which 15 notl
only among the highest in the
Middle East but also sets a global
benchmark. This competitive
compensation 1= a major draw
[or expatmites, contnbuting o
the Kingrdom's subhstantial remil-
tance cutflows.

The growth in remittances can
be attributed o several inter-
related factors. The recovery of
the job market in the wake of the
COVID-18 pandemic has led o
IcTeased employment  oppor-
tumities  and, consegquently,
higher eammings for expatriates.
Additionally, the Saudi govern-
menil’s  sirafegyes 0 atiract
and retan  foreign  waorkers,
including favorabde employment
policies and incentives, have
[urther bolstered the expatriate
workforoe,

Technological advancoments
have also played a pivotal role in
Facilitating this growth. Innova-
tons 0 fnancial  technology
and mobile banking have matde
sending money abroad faster,
more secure, and less expen-
give., With the advent of digital
paviment  systems and  mobile
apps, expatriaies can  now
transfer funds with ease, contrib-
uting (o the risging volume of
remittances

The demographic composi:
bon of Saudi Arabia provides
further context for this surge

M- Saud is
percenl  af

popdation,

I rematlances
represent 416G
the Kingdom's
amounting to approximately
L34 milllon  individwals. This
diverse expatriate community
includes  significant numbers
from countries such as Bangla-
e, Tnddia, Pakistan, Yersen,
and Egyvpl, Other countries

GROWIH OFFORTUNITIES

Expat remittances from Saudi
Arabia hits $3.2bn in June

Increase in expatriate fund translers highlights RKingdom's pivotal role in global remittance landscape

—

R ——

..

[

With its robust economic growth and high sakary levels, the Kingdom has long been a magnet for papatriates, offering an attroctive destination for professionals from around the world. SF4

contributing to the expatnate
population include Sudan, the
Philippines, Syria, Nepal and
Iowidan,

The high met migration rate,
averaging 79 individuals per day,
reflects the Kingdom’s strong
economic appeal and its role a5 a
huh for international Eabaor,

Sauchi Aribia and the UAE ame
key players in the global rermit-
tance landscape, ITn 2022, the
combined remittance outllows
from these bwo countries totalbed
around $79 billion. Saudi Arabia
alone accounted for S30.3
billion, highlighting its slgnif-
cant impact on the economies of
remitfance-receving  countries,
For instance, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, two of the primary
recipients of Sandi remittances,
benefit immenscly from these
fAnancial inflows, which support
households and drive economic

EhEvelopiment.,

In Pakistan, Sauach  Arakiia
remains the largest source
af remittance inflows. From

Jaly 20022 to March 2023, the
Ringdom contribaated 50 percenl
of the total remittances b the
country. This 15 a continuation
af a longstanding trend, s Sadi
Arabva has historncally been a
major destination for Pakistani
workers. In 20023, nearfy 427,000
workers were employed in
saudl  Arabia, reflecting  the
Ringdom's ongoing role as a vital

FASTFACTS

& The growth in remittances
can be attributed to several
interrelated factors. The
recovery of the job market

in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic has led to increased
amploymeant opportunities
and, consaquantly, highear
earnings for expatrates.

@ Additionally, the Sauwdi
government's strategies to
attract and retain foreign
workers, including favorable
employment policies and
imcentives, have further
bolstered the expatriate
workforca.

employment hub for expatriates
from the South Asian country.
similarly, Bangladesh  has
been a significant beneficiary
ol remittances  rom Saudi
Arabia. The hnancial support
from  Bangladeshi  expatn
ates contribuates o improved
living standards and economic
stabality in their home country.
Remittance-receiving  house-
holds In Bangladesh use these
fumds for essential needs such
as food, education, and health-
care, as well as for investments
in land and modern farming
techniques, thereby fostering
ecoiomu development,
Globally, the remittance
markel has shown  resilience
despile eoonamic uncertaianies

The
combination of
high salaries,
favorabhs
emiployment
caonditions,
technalogical
advancements,
and
aigrificant
axpatrinte
population
contributes

to the robust
Flow of Funds

to coumtres

around the
world. SPA

Duringthe pandemic, whilethere
were mitial Fears ol a downturn,
remittances remained relatively
stable. India, the top recipient of
global remittances, experienced
only a minor dechine durning the
pandemic and saw a rebsound in
subseguent years.

The country was expecied
iy [ace a signthcanl dechine of
24 percenl due (o economic
slowdowns and falling oil prices
in host countries. However,

it defted these expectations,

maintaining its position as the
top recipient, accounting for 12
percent of global remittances,
with only a 0.2 percent decline
in 2020 and an 8 percent growth
in 2021,

The resilience of remittances

highlights thelr oritical role
M supporing  econoames  and
households across  bow-  and
micldle-income couniries,

The  broader global  trend

toward digital and mobdle
remitiances is also noteworthy.
According to a February 20024
stucly by IBS Iniellipence, the
elobal digital eross-border trans-
fers market was valued at 5148
billion at the start of the year.
This market is projected to grow
at a compound annual growth
rite of LS8 percent, reaching
approximately 3340 billlon by
20050, This growth 8 driven
by imcreased phone
usage, online shopping, and
the demand for quick, secare,
and convenient moncey itransfer
SEFVICES.

In summary, the ncrease In
expatniate funds transfer [rom
saudi Arabia  highlights  the
Kingdom's pivotal role in the

el e

globhal remittance landscaps
The ocombination of high
salaries, favorable employ-

ment conditions, technological
sdvancements, and a .-.i;‘|||!|-:;:|.||l
expatriale population contnb-
utes to the robust Aow of funds
to countrics around the world
Thizs trend noi only reflecis
the economic dynamics of tho
region but also underscores the
vital support expatriates provide
B vty Domdlies and econombes
bach hoame,
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Swndboy e & five-manth program that provides atartups with mare than 50 hours of woarkabops, including accass to finwnelnl wnalyties, Sopphed

Nour EN-Shmed Calrs

Funding activity
flourished in the Middle
East and North Africa
region, driven largely
by Saudi and Egyptian
slartups.

The regilon expertenced a variety
o funching rounds across divers:
sectors, alongside the graduation
of acoelerator programs.

saudi startup Blend suecess-
fully ralsed SHS million (513
million) ina pre-seed investment
rowind backed by a group of anggel
Investors.

These  investmenls aim  to
ikvelop innovative tech solutions
serving  the restaurant., cafe,
hypermarket and cloud Kitchen
e L]

Founded last year by Omar
Al-Lihyvan, Blend offers a system
that micgrates multiple  food
delivery platforms into a single
acteet). This allows restaurant
owners to efficiently  manage
orders and tems while easily
iracking reports. The company
hinx already mtegrated with five
local delivery applications,

“"As the only local Sauds
company serving this sector, we
have a deep onderstanding of
the real challenges and techmieal
necids that business owners [ace
when dealing with delivery appli-
cilions” Al-Lilvvan saic,

The company sid In a press
release it planned o cxpamd
to ather Gulf countries,
inclucking Fourwait ane
Bahrain, by the end of next
vear and across the region
by the emnd of 2026,

These developments
come at a time when

Abdelaziz Abdel Nabil,
Asser Yehia and Tamer

El-Mmnasterly founded In
Qurdy in 2022, Supplad

STARTUP WRAP

Saudi and Egyptian startups
lead funding activity

(raduation of accelerator programs accompanies regions funding rounds

the restaurant and cafe sector was
unckergoing  sipnificant  changes
in lime with Sawdi Vision 2030,
which aim=s to attract tounsts
and imcrease the population in
the Rivadh regon to 15 million
people, according to the press
release,

Al-Lihyvan said mnew players
were expecied 1o enter the
market and that 30 percent of
HBlends customers had not yet

started their operations.

Blemd has graduated from
several  programs  supporting
slarfups, inclucing the Misk

Accelerator and MVYPLab Accel-
erator under the Natbonal Infor-
matbon Technobogy Development
Program, and has a presence at
the Laka Center under Monsha'at.

Qardy secures seven-
figure pre-seed ronnd

to boost digital lending
for MSMEs in Egypt
ardy, a digital lending market-
place forr financial institutions to
fund micro, small and medium
enterprises, has  sucoessfully
secured a seven-figure pre-seed
rowind of investmenl.

The lunding round saw partict-
pation froom White Field Ventures,
Vastly ¥Valuable Veniures and
other angel investors,

Since itz soft lnch in late
2022, dandy clamms (o  have
become a trusted partner for

MEMES and financial institutions,
The company sxid it had more
than LOOO corpsorate clients and
had facilitated loan transactions
worth about $12 mdllion.

@ardy offers a mnge of Anan-
clal programs (o support MSMEs
with their working capital and
capital expansion needs through
a network of financial institiu-

tions, mcluding national  and
commerciil  hanks, |easing,
factoring and microfinance
companies,

“We  are thrilled to  have
resiched this important milestone
in our journey,” Chief Operating
Officer Tamer El-Manasterly sald,

“The support and trust ol
ir imvestors have been instru-
mental in driving our growth
and enabling ws o expand our
reach and Impact in the market,
This investment will allow ws 1o
further enhance our services, as
well as acoelerate our plans for
expansion in Saudi Arabin and
the region,” he sapd.

Lucky One rajses $35m
to scale consumer credit
aflferings in Egypt
Leading Cairo-based  consumer
credit fntech Locky One has
raised 53 million in a convertible
note o bolster s path to profii-
ability by the first quarter of
2025 amld scale s credit lendimg
services for the Epvplian masses,
The fAnancineg round saw
participation from existing inves-
tors, including Lorax Capital
Pariners, KEM and [hsrupTech
Ventures.
The Tumds will be used to
expandd the platform’s credit
v, SCTVICES, enhancing  ils
positicnn as a  leading
CONSLLTTSEY credil
lintech in Egyvi.
Co-founder and
s CEO Momiax Mouwssa
- _:,I. saabdl “We are thrilled
o have sucoessfully

#

closed this round, which will
Pl our ambitkous growth plans
anel  suppor
providing  accessibde  consumer
crecht sodutions 1o undderban e
Epyvptians, This round reaBfirms
the trust our imvestors have placed
in us and solidifies our commit-
ment o achieving sustainable
proditability while creating itrue
value in the Egyvptian markel”

Sandbox graduates
seven startups in its
fourth cohort

UAE-based Sandbox, the accel-
erator program backed by

Draseva Capital, iz celebrated
the graduation of seven startups
a5 part of its fourth cohort.
Sandbox s a  five-month
program that provides startups

with more than 50 hours of

workshops, Including acosss (o

financial analbvtics. marketing
sirategics and legal compliance
PraSTams.

The seven startups that made i
to the finalks are Qureos, Herogo,
Ligan, Sthrive, Xoya, JobEscape
andl Opteam. Each received an
investment of S150,00:0,

Twilm secures $266,000
investment to expand
order pickup services

in Saudi Arabia

Twlm =awl it has secured a SRE1
milion imvestment led by Saudi
Arahia’s B Group, with participa-
tion from angel investors,

Founded last  wvear by
Almad Al-Dakheel, Abdalaxiz
Al-Rashoud, Abdullah
Al-Trikhes] and Walid Al-Qarny,
Twlm odfers an application that
provides onder pickup services
from more than 250 restaurants
and stores,

Twim plans to use the nvest-
ment o fnance ifs expansion
across the Kingdom, to reach
L0000 restaurants amnd stores by

the end of the year

Mir  massion ol

Bi=Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Mixed results

Wall Street ends
wild weelk with
slight gains

After a manic week
where Japanese stocks

EY adoption

India’s Ola
Electric shines in
market debut

India’s bizzest e-scooler
maker Ola Electric Maohiliy
feell to their worst loss since dhazzbed on s market debul
the Black Monday crash of Friday after mising 573 mil-
1987, omly for US stocks (o lbaien.
soar later to their best day Ola Electric, backed by
since 2022, slight pains on erlohal mvestors such as
Friday are carrving Wall Japan's SoftBank and Singa-
Street almost exactly where pores Temasek, has managed
wis Last week. to establish a leading position
The S&P 500 was up 0.3 in i country where electric
percent in late trading, vehicke adoption is low bud
enough to shave what had srowing fast.
been a brutal loss for the sales of two-wheelers
week down to 0.2 percent, ihwarf cars in India, but less
The Dow Jones Industrial than & percent of the nearly
Average was up by almost 18 million scooters and bikes
(11 percent, and the Nasdag sialcd i Inchkia in the fscal vear
compeasitie was 0.3 percent ending March 20024 were
higher. AP electric, AFP

Chart of
THE DAY

The saarch engine glant
has ralsed its R&D couts.
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Black Pill

ELLE REEVE

Elle Reeve's "Black Pl
deplcts the US as a country
at a crossroads
with the battle

real world with often tragic

COMNSaqQUancas.
Reave olearhy
llustrates ongoing

batween the battle, culminating
right and left in the attempted
$|:|ii|ing aut from paup on January Gth,
the darkest where this cultural
corners of the shift came from, and
internet into the wihare It s golng.
Stock listing Bourse

WeRide eyesup Deliveroo shares
o 8S5bn valuation surgeonhigher
inUsIPFO revenues

China-based autonomaous
driving startup WeRbde
sand on Frickay it was secking
a valuation of as much as
£5.02 hillion in its indtial
public offering in the US and
% almiing to raise as monch as
£119.4 million by offering G.45
million American depositary
shares at a price range of
£15.50 and S18.50 per share,
It would be the second
major China-based company
to seek US listing this year., In
May, electric-vehicle maker
Zeekr debuted on Lhe New
York Stock Exchange and 15
tracing 35.6 percent below its
offer price. Revters

Deliverso shares surged more
than 10 percent Thursday alter
the mternational food delivery
app struck its first six-month
net profit, an achievement de-
seribed as a “major milestone™
by D brsess,

Praht aller tax stood at £1.3
meillion (316 million) in the first
half, which conpared with a
nest boess fodalling £85 millbon
in the Jamuary-June pereod last
vear, as the British company
contimued to cut oosts and as
revene edged higher.

“Tam pleased with the
performance we have achieved
this half” chief executive Will
Shu said. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Across the geopolitical, technological,
ar] socketal landscapes, 1 belleve we are
witnessing a call for a new era of cvber-

security, and a stronger move toward

comvergenoe and consolidation.

Joe Sarmio

EvP af inrsrralidrel s FoFsal
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RARE CARDIOVASCULAR ABNORMALITY

Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi,

NYU Abu Dhabi to leverage

3D printing technology

Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabd, part
oof thee M2 group, n collaboration
with NYTT Abu Dhabd, leveraged
culting-sdge three-<dimensional
primting  technodogy to print a
3D model of the heart and plan
a complex surgical Intervention
off a H-year-old patient, Mian
Mohamed Shabbde, with rare
cardiovascular anormaly.

The lechnobogy develoged by
NYL Abu Dvhabi’s Core Technology
Platiirm can be used in various
fields such as candiovascular and
meurcdogical cases. The process
involves three stages: 3D image
reconstruction, & procedire that
involves creating a three-dimen:
stonal mode]l from raw disgnostic
imaging data to provide a founds-
tional digital framework of the
patients anatomy: 3D slicing,

which allows for a more detailed
analvsis of the individwal struc-
tures and ongans in greater detall
and; 30 printing, which involves
bullding a physical replica of
the patient's anatomy that the
surgeon can holkd, examine, amd
wse for pre-surgical planning and
simulation.

This technology s instru-
mental in understanding  the
umgque challenges of each case
and allows for a more precise
and tailored surgical approach
with the highest accuracy amd
minimum risks

When Shabbie was referredd
Lo Cleveland Clinic
Abu Dhabi in critical

Laft, Dr. Houssam Younes
and Dr, Yazan Aljabery

condition, he presented  with
compications stemming from a
birth desfect of the aorta, the main
blood vessel that carres hlood
away from the heart. In Shabbic’s
case, his aorta — which normally
has a left-gsided arch after exiting
the heart — had o right-sided
arch with a giani aneurysm. The

ancurvsm itself was of a rare kined,
known as Hommerells diver-
ticulum, which has one of the
main branches of the aocria, with
A bulegr at the site of its origin.

Dr. Houssam Younes, depart-
ment chalr for vascular surgery
within the Hearl, Vascular &
Thorvacic Institute at Clevelamd
Clinde Abu Dhabi, sald: “Konames-

ell's civerticulum 15 a rare carcio-

| vascular abnormahty, Sven more

s0 when combined with a right
sidedd aortic arch, as seen in only
(103 percent of people workd-
wide, Due o its asymplomatic

nadure o presentaton with

mifrequently detected, calling for a
high leveld of phvsiclan and techno-
ogical expertise during sungical
interventions"

Dr. Yamn Alabery, candiac
surgean within the  Heart,
Vasculsr & Thoracke Institute

al Cheveland Clinke Abu Dhalbi,
explained: “Correcting a case of
Fommeredl's diverticulum when
ther aorta arches lell, as is tvpical, bs
relatmvely stragghtforward because
the deformity s accessible and
visibbe. However, when the vesse]
arches right, as in this case, the
defect is obscured by other lage
vessels, making surgscal inter-

syimpdomms commonly  ventions particulary challenging.
associated with  Using a 3D-printed model in such
olher concitions, cases enhances the safety of the
these congenital  procedure and allows for more
P '? deformities are  precise and tatlored surgery”
i
i

ENTERTAINMENT

Viu launches gift box bundle exclusively with Omantel

Vi, POCW's leading pan-regional
OTT wikeo sireaming serace
operaling in 1§ markets,
announced the launch of the Yiu
zift Box bundle exclusively with
Cimanted,

Vin is a leading streaming
service included with Omantel’s
comprehensive suile of plans
for new post-pakd customers,
ensuring a seambess and unparal-

leled entertainment experienc:
within the Sultanate of Cman.
This tatlor-made bundle allows
Omantels  eligible  customers
to upgrade to Y Premiom,
couplbed with free streaming data
b enpoy Vin's content.

With the Introduction af this
bundle, Omantel's customers
will gain three months of free
access o Viu's oxtensive catalog
of premium  Arabic  content,
along with a unigue selection
of popular Turkish series and a
vast slate of Korean dramas, all
dubbed in Arabic (subject o thedr
subscription plan) Customers
will also emoy a Vid premium
subscription in addition to 3G H of

Both ¥iu and Omontel are devoted to consistently presenting superior entortadnment expariences for thelr customers. Suppied

Vi streaming data from Omantel.
This  sirateglc  arrangement

underscores Vi commdtment
o offenng  quality entertain-
ment choices and broad access to
a civerse selection of content for
users in Omat, Tt marks another
milestone  in the relationship
between Via and Omantel, bullding
o the existing collaboration which
also includes the option of direct
carmer billmg for Via servioes,
Both Yiu and Omantel are devoted

o consistently presenting superior
entertainment  experiences  for
thelr cstormers, This alliande is sel
to meed the mereasmg demand for
quakty sireaming contend in the
region and offer viewers i Oman
the best of Rorean, Turkish, and
Arabi sircaming content.

U theoccasion of the collabora-
tiom, Rohit Dsilva, chief business
edlicer, MEA, Viu, commented:
“Our callaboration with Omantel,
the leading telecommunications

privvider in the Sultanate of
Ornan, s a thrilling development
for Viu It broadens our reach,
allowing ws to introduwes our rch
pssoriment of premium content
i Omantels customers. We are
dedicated to enriching the enter-
tainment experience and offering
an caristanding shreaming service
aCross varkous devices.”

All Bait Fachil, acting general
manager of Core Tedooat Omantel,
shared the company’s enthusiasm

about the strategic alliance with
Viu, affirming that Omaniel |s
keen on reinforcing its leader-
shp  amd  expanding  services
in different segments through
meaninsful partnerships.

“Our customers” needs  amd
prrefErenees are oA Lop Prsocilies as
we strive to earn and preserve their
frust”™ Al Balt Fadhil sdd. “The
bauinch will offer our customers a
distinctive service thal showcases
thie fincst Alms and senes”

REPORT

stc group paves way for sustainable transformation

stc Group, a lcadng digital
enabler, launched its Afth annoal
sustainahility report, continuing

s commitment o driving
Forwarnd stisiainakie trans-
formation through ecpviron-

mental, social, and governance
excellence.,

The Inltiatlves owatlined n
ste Groups 2023 Sustainabdlity
Heport coniribute to sostain-
abde  transformmtion and @
future where businesses are the

catalysts for protecting people
and the planet. As part of the
uplated sustainability  frame-
work, the group identified three
core pillars in 2023,

Environmental

performance & climate
g Crowap
global leader in environmental
stewardship and has  made
significant progress toward its
coimmitment to achieving nel

aspires o be 3

zero by 2050, This commitment
has been validated and approved
by the Science Based Targets
Initfative and s supported by
several environmental perfor-
mance programs. Rey mifiatives
and programs include the instal-
latton of seven operational sclar
powered sites at headoquarters,

as well as the incorporation of

encrgy efficiency and sustain-
abdlity messures lor data centers
andd towers, Additionally, a solar

pilot project launched for 18
gites across the Kingdom. The
group has also implemented
il vanced poAWEr-sIving
technologies using artificial
mtellience, resulting in oa 13
percent  reduction in energy
consumption across ste's 40 and
S networks,

Human capital develop-
ment through techno-
logical innovation

Fundamental to stc Group's

sustainability practices are
initiatives that adlvance
human capital by creating
Dpporiuniies for growth

that bridge societal divides
through technological innova-
tion. These social investmenit
inttiatives enrich the lves of
clislomers, empower s1c Group
employees, and contnbute to
community  development In
impactiul ways.

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST QF THE REST

Imternational sales

Fortinet appoints
Joe Sarno
as EVP

Fortinet, the global cyber-
security leader driving the
convergence of networking
andl security, is pleased to
announce the appadntment of
Joe= Sarno as execulive vice-
presichent of international
sabes. In this role, Joe will
oversee Fortinets interna-
tional sales business and join
the executive leadership
team. Sarno said: “The cyber-
security landscape is chang-
ing rapidly, with threits
e=Ccalatmg every day. Across
the peopolitical, technologi
cal, and societal landscapes,
I believe we are witnessing i
call for a new era of cyberse-
curily, and a stronger move
towanrds convergence and
consolidation.”

Kaspersky

How much
value does

an email have?

With the number of global
emiall users progected 10 grow
tor .73 hillion by 2026, emall
i e oqwe af LUhe most
important platforms for com-
munication in the digital age.
For many people, an cmail
address s their main digital
icdentity. Kaspersky examines
wihal fraudsters can do with
a person's cmail address and
how to keop it safe.

“Much like your own
hame, an @mall address has
an enormous amount of
information attached to it
Froath our professiomnal and
persomal email addresses are
among mapor asscis of inter-
o=t to 4 growing community
of sophisticated cyber-
criminaks worktdwide,” says
Brandon Muller, technbcal
Lxpeert for the MEA regon af
Kaspersky.

Reglonal

MG Motor
ME launches

call center

In a move to balster castomer
service amd satisfaction, MG
Motor Middle East launched
a regional call center (GO0 55
1924 om Aug. L. This initiative
aligms with MG's mission o
deliver high-guality service
and customer satisfaction,
demonsirating a comnyiimenn
to understanding amd acl-
diressing Uhe unaguee neecs of
customers across the region.
The call center (800 55
1924 witll provide tailored
support for local markets
and aiims to enhanee quality
throwgh direct engagement
ame] customer feedbsack dejv-
g continuons mmprovement,



Mew Zenlander Lydin Ko battied to
victary during o tense final Faund
uummmm:wmplu

ARAE NEWS Sundav, August 11, 2024
9 ~ :

Sport News

GAMING HUB

Trio of top competitions reach final
stages at Esports World Cup in Riyadh

Arab Mows Ropacn

The Esports World Cup saw a
number of teams coelebrating
reaching the latter stages of
Fortndie, Street Fighter 6 and
Teamfight Tactics.

Fortnite, held at the Amazon
Arensa within the 2EF Arcena
at Boulevard Rivadh City, saw
ASET, Hermope, Exceed and
Farmine Corp. reach the quarter-
finals courtesy of topping their
ETCHE[.

In Street Fighter 6, held at the
idchyah Arena within the SEF
Arcna, nine of the last 16 arc
from Japan, including gachikun,
Hikaru and Tachikawa,

Wolves Esports, Team Vitality,
Toronto Ulira and T1 all topped

thelr groups In Teamfight
Tactics, plaved at the ste Aren,
to seal gquarter-final spots.

A tcam prize pood fotal of §31.5
million is on offer across all three
competiions — with 51 million
each available in Fortnite and
srect Fighter 6, and 3500,0:00 1n
Teamblight Tactlcs. There is also
a 850,000 award to the MVP in
each tourmament.

Each of those sums adds up to
the Esporis World Cup having
the largest tournament prize
pool in the history of esports,
with $60 million on offer,

sunday will see gramnd Anals
taking place in each of the three
competitions taking place in
wetk six of the Esports World
Cup.

The Esports World Cup
featuras 22 tournaments
acroes 21 tikes throughouwt s
alight-weak duration, Suopplod

The Esports Waorld Cup, which
began on July 3 and runs untl
Auig, 25, leatures 22 tournaments
across 21 titles throughout its
cight-week duration.

Meanwhile, the Esports World

Cup hax drawn unprecedented
viewership and live attendances
for its maugural cvent at Bowle-
vard Riyadh City.

Last weelk, the Esports World
Cup Foundation, the monprofit
organization hosting the EWC,
announced a total of 17,5 million
hours watched over the firs

four weeks, with a number of

indivicdual toumaments setting
viewership highs.

In addition, a total of 5165
milllom of the event’s record-
hreaking 560 million prize pool
fas been  distritbuted across
nine of 22 fotal championships.
The event’s daily festival has
attracted more than 1 million
visitors during the first half of the
Landmark event.

WOMEN'S FOOTBALL

US beat Brazil to win
Paris Olympics final

‘Team America claim the gold medal for a record-extending fifth time

AFP Pocls

Mallory Swanson

scored the winning

goal as the US edged
Brazil 1-0 in Saturday™s
Olympic women's foothall
final to claim the gold
medal for a record-
extending Aifth tdme.

Brazil fought hard on a hot after-
noon at the Pare des Princes,
but the US struck just before the
howur mark when Swanson — on
her 100th cap — ran throwgh to
findsh past poalkeeper Lorena,

It is the first time the US have
taken the Olympic title in 12
vears, their gold in Paris adding
to those wan in 1906, 20404, 2008
and 2012,

They have now bealen Brazl
in three of those finals, with the
South Americans again having
to setthe for silver just as they did
in Athens in 2004 and in Beijjing
Four vears later.

Tt weas o guuite the ending that
their legendary captain Marta
wis hoping for, as she bowed oul
of her sixth and last Olympics
aped 38 with a third silver medal.

Yet Brazll were never expected
to ged this far, while the US
viclory confirms their renaes-
sance under new English coach
Erimia Tlaves.

s only armived from Chelsea
im late May but has worked
wotkders in a short space of time
with a team thal a vear ago was
senl packing from the Waorld
Cup in the last 16,

That campaign i Australia
and New Zealand was the inter-
national swansong for USWNT
icon Megan Rapinoe, who was
among the crowd lor Saturday’s
thireal, as was Tom Cruise.

Much of the talk bn Che baglled-up
to the final wias about Marta, with

qull

rF'lh
F e

+ fwnmn#rh-r‘ﬂ“"‘ "’ﬁr"

the Brazil greal free to return for
a [arewell Olympic appearance
after scrving a two-gnme ban
lor a red card in her team®s last
group outing.

Bui the 38-year-old multiple
winner of the FIFA world plaver
ol thee yesar awarc was ket on the
bench for the start of the game

it & the first time the US have

takien the title in 12 years, their
gold In Paris adding to those won in

1988, 2004, 2008 xnd 20012, 45F

by coach Arthur Ellas,

Perhiaps he was mindful of the
enecTEy-sapping conditions, and
the need for his team to match
up physically to the US

'_|'| LT |I|r||

A vounger Marta had plaved in
Brazil's defeals in the 2004 and
2008 Anals, both of which came
in extra time.

This was also the second clash
between the nations in a final
this yvear, after the US won O in
the CONCACAF W Gold Cup iR
San Diego in March.

The 118 subseguently
welcomed Haves as coach and
shve= oversaw wins against Japan
and Germany o the Enockoul
rounds o gel (o the Obympac
final.

Brazil, meanwhile, scraped
throngh thelr group as ane of the
beest third-placed teams, belore
SUTPHESE  wWins  against  hosts
France in the quarterfinals and
Waorld Cup holders Spain in the
bast four, both achieved without
Marta.

Their direct approach posed
problems (o the US defense in
the frst half, and they had the
ball in the net just over a guarter
of an hour into the game.

Ludmila turmed Naomil Girma
inslde out I the box before
finishing, but the goal was disal-
bowestd for offsade,

awanson was denied at the
oilier end by Lorena after flying
dovvn the left wing and barsting
inlo the box, yet it was Brazil
whiy had the best chance of the
cypening half,

Caplain Adriana crossed from
the right in stoppage Gme for
Gabi Portilleo fo divert the ball
poward goal, but Albyssa Nacher
produced a fine save.

The Americans: boasted the
maore dangerows attack, though,
and they went ahead on 57
minutes when Eorbin Albert, on
her Paris Saint-Germain home
proaindd, released Swanson to
gdvance amd finish expertly for
her fourth goal of the Olympic

EOUITATENL,

Brazil sent on Marta for the
final half hour, but they never
seriously loohed like equalizing.

The veteran sent a late free-
Kick over the bar before Nacher
kept oot Adrianss header in
sioppage tme as the US secured
a thirel straight 1-0 win to take
the title.

Sport
Briefs
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Top clash

City beat Man
United to win
Shield cap

This time, Manuel Akangi
madle no mistake from the
penaliv spot,

Alter a 1 draw, Manches-
ler City beat Manchester
United 7-6 in a penalty
shaotout to win the Com-
ity Shbeld at Wembley
Stadium on Saturday, with
Akang scoring the clinching
penalty.

The Switzerland defender
had different emotions after
his last shootowt — at the
European Champlonship last
ronth when he was the anly
plaver Lo nod Convert a pen-
alty kick in a los= to England
in the quarterfinals. AFP

I:I'I'l.rlnil:

China completes
historic diving

clean sweep

China completed a his-
torte clean sweep of all eight
Clyvmpic diving gold medals
after Cao Yuan won the men’s
10m platform Anal in Paris on
Samurday. The diving power-
hiase went ane hetter than
al the Tokyo Games Uhres
years ago when theey claimeed
seven af the eaght solds,
Drefending champion Cao
was a class above his rivals
He finished on 54750
podnts, with Japans Kikuto
Tamal on 50765 to claim sil-
ver and Brton Naah Willlams
(0735 the bromeee medal.
Cao bocame the first to e
tain his Olympic 10 crown
slnee American Greg Louga-
nis in Seoul 1988, AFP

Cycling

Hirschi foils
Alaphilippe in

sSsan Sebastian

Swiss nider Mare Hirschi
won the San Sehastian one-
day classic on Saturday by
edgting Frenchman Julian
Alaphilippe at the line after
a 236-kilometer slog arouwnd
the Basque Couniry.

Hirachi, 25, combined with
UAE Emirates tcammate
Favel Sivakow to tire Ala-
philippe over the fnal kilo-
meters. Lennert Van Eetveli
ol Belgium was third il seven
seconds while Revin Yer-
maerke of the United States
wits fourth at [7sec. AFP

Follow Arnb News

G Briafs all through the
day o ArabMews
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U3 mpper Travis Scott was amosted
this week In Pars after allsgedly
asspnutting o secutty guard whe tried to
bireak up a fight hetwaan Scott and hia
Badygunnd According to prasecutors, o
ariminal investigation has been opened.

TheSIx
Lip definition

Locking to volumnize yvour
lips and refine the line? Here

are six Hp lners from Arab
brands that are worth tryving.

—
S
e
Iy Fouz Beauty

This is a doublie-ended
product from Kuwaiti influencer
Fouz Al-Fahad — it has a lmer

an one side and a matching
lipstick on the other.

—

Hindash

Who doesn't love a pinky nude
lip liner? The up-and-coming
beauty brand from Jordanian

menkeup artist Mobhammeed
Hindash has a product for a
fabaabous natural-booking Hp.

-

Asteri Beauty

Looking for a versatile ip hner?
A universil shade is abaways
a good bet if you are unsure
which color to choose, This one
15 creamy, hydrating and bong-
lasting — puarantesd,

MNoha Nabil

From nuchke to red, Emdrat
Egvptian entrepreneur Noha
Nahil offers every shade youl

necd this season. You can easily
layer them with a matching
lipstick from her collection.

1|

Bex Beanty

If yous are in need of a bright med
hip hiner, Hex Beanty, foande] by
Emirati-Yemen singer Balgees
Fathi, odTers a set that also
inchuces a matching lipstick.

Huda Beauty

Huicka Beatity lip liners claiim 1o
offer high pimentation, smooth
application and long-lasting wear.

Feleal For defining lips.
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Samdl deslgner Honayda
Serali, founder ol the
label Honayda, made
history this week by
debuting at New York
Clhty's saks Fifth Avenue,
becoming the first Saudi
woman designer to be
Featured at the luxury

department store.

The collection available at Saks
i= her Spring/Sumimer 2024
Cosmos release, which draws
inspiration from the achieve:
nrenis of women in space
exploration.

It showcases bright sky blues
andl reds, with glamorous
sequins and vibrant crystals
that echo the shimmering
stars. Electrnic blue (affeta, dark
magenta crepe and soft lace
create a variety of textures,
while body-shaping silhoueties,
madernized mermakd culs
and dramatic capes adkd to the
eollection’s dynamic character.

This collection also pays
tribute to visionaries such
as Syrian schentist Maryam
Al-Astrulabi, celebrating their
contributions to history.

Friom Privanka Chopra fo
Lupita Nyvong'o and Adnana
Lima, Seraf has dressed
meany A-listers around the
world. Since founding her
label Honavda in 2006, Serafi
has captured the attention of
same of Saudi’s most stylish
wioinen and oclebrities with her
standout designs in elegant and
sopivisthcated silhowettes.

In 2022 she became the first
Saudi designer to showcase her
codbection at Harrods in London.

O ol her achievements wis
designing a dress for Princess
Hajwa of Jordan's pre-wedding
henna night celebration in May
2023,

The princess loaked radiant
inan ethereal white creation
with gold embroidery that was
inspired by Al-Shaby thobes of
the Napd regron in Saudi Arabia,
where Princess Bapva — who
wias formerly known as Hajwa
Al-Saill — is firom,

“When I first got the call, 1

CLOSE UP

Honayda Serafi makes
history at New York store

wins extremely hapgy and prowd
to ber parl of this exceplional
and historical moment. What
1 am especially proud of is
communicating the love story
Between the crown prince and
Rajwa in the design itsell)” Serafi
fald Al News at the time,

In Juine, Rajwa attended King

Abdullak 1T silver jubilee
celebrations in Amman along-
sidle her husband., Crown Prince
Hussein bin Abdullah 11, in a
hespoke gown by Serafi,

I was & Nlowy, Hoor-length
gerwnt in a deep red color,
It featured intricate, silver
embsellishments along the

Summar 2024
Cosmos mloasm,
Suppiled

cape-like sheeves,

"As the creative director, | am
deeply grateful for her trast and
encouragement, which serve
a5 a ey to unlocking board-
less creativity and beauty in my
degigns,” Serafi previousiy toldd
Arab News of the continuing
relationship with the roval,

‘Sudan,
Remember
Us selected
Jor Toronio
Silm festival

Arab Mews Dol

The Hed Sea Film Founda-
tion-supparted flm “Sudan,
Remember Us” directed by
Himid Meddeh, has been selected
for the Toronto Intermational
Filim Festival's Does section, the
festival announced this work.

The documentary captures
the events in Khartoum during
spring 2018, starting with theo
defiance of voung Sudanese
activists after the overthrosw
al the dictatorship and
documenting the military crack-
down that followed.

The festival will run from Sepd.
5 1o 15 The full schedule is set to
bt released on Aug. 1%

‘Soiian. Memomber s b= directod
by Hind Maddeb. Suppiod

MEW DROPS

Disney lteases
‘Moana 2, " Toy
Story'at D23

AP Califomia

[hsney has teased upcoming
movies and television series
i heding “Moana 27 in a
showcase featuring sneak
peaks, live performances and
SUFprise appearances from
actors including Draay ne
Johnson, Zoe Saldana and
Jude Law:.

Fans ot Ddsney's 1023
convention welcomed CEQ
Bob Iger with a standing ovation
Lhis week. “The world needs
to be entertained mayvise even
more so now Lhan ever before
andl we take that responsibality
seriously,” he said before presen-
tations promoted new movies
i the “Avatar” “Toy Story™ and

“Iicredibles” franchises.

INTERVIEW

Contemporary Arab art exhibition in London explores identity

Rownn Toiloas unal

A new exhibition on contem:-
porary Arab art, featuring more
than ) pieces, has opened ar the
S¢hool of Orpental and African
Stuckies in Loncon,

The 2lst-century artworlks,
which include paintings,
photographs and sculpiures,
are [rom the nodabde collection
af the Bargee] Art Foundation in
Shanah, UAE.

Among the showeased parici-
pants at the exhibition, displayed

at the university's Brunei Gallery,
are the Palestinian installation
artist Mona Hatoum, Momoccan:-
spanish painter Anoar Khalifi,
Emirati photographer Lammya
Gargash, and multidisciplinary
Sauc) Ariabian artist Manal
AlDewayvan.

Titled *Hudood: Rethinking
Roundaries” the show runs
until Sept. 21 and explores the
topical themes of identity and
chsplacement.

“The exhibdtion delves into
how boundaries influence

The show runs until Sapt, 31, Suopiess

personal and collective ldenti-
ties, parthciclar]y i e context
of displacement and migratwon,”
the foundation's creator Sultan
Socud Al-Qassemi, who began

teaching at SOAS in 20223, told
Arab News,

“It also explores how poditical
and social constrocts of hound-
aries impact individuals and
communities, reflecting on
themees of conflect, unity, and
davision,” he saixd.

The exhibition takes place
amiid anti-immipration riots in
England and Northern Ireland,
the most viedeod in the UK in
over 10 years.

SiEnificantly, this exhibition
Fits been curated by elghtl SOAS

students, wihvo chose their themse
based on personal conversa-
tions. They also decided 1o go
for an Arahic title for the show,
meaning “boundaries”

Al-Gassemi sadd: “The students”
diverse perspectives and innova-
trve ideas brought fresh insaghts
to the exhibition, ensuring it
resonated with a wider audience.

“This student-led approasch
al=y offered them a undgue
opportunity to engage directly
with contemporary art and
curatorial practices.”



