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ads take to the streets

to counter threat from far right

Police stage biggest
mobilisation across
country since 2011 riots

Emine Sinmaz
Vikram Dodd

Josh Halliday

Thousands of anti-racism protesters
gathered across England and formed
human shields to protect asylum
centres last night after police had
warned of unrest at more than 100
far right-led rallies.

Holding placardssaying “Refugees
welcome” and “Reject racism, try
therapy”, people took to the streets
in townsand citiesnine days after the
countrywas shaken byrepeatedriots
following the murders of three girlsin
Merseyside. But there was little sign
ofthe unrest seen over the past week.

Police staged their biggest mobili-
sation to counter disorder since the
2011 riots and said there was a cred-
ible threat that many of the planned
gatherings could turn violent.

Lawyers’ offices shut down, high
street shops were boarded up, GP
practices closed early and MPs were
told to consider working from home
as 41 ofthe43local policeforceareas
in England and Wales braced for
potential disorder.

About 6,000 riot-trained officers
weredrafted in to tackle the expected
rallies after immigration
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Millions worldwide ‘at
risk of opioid addiction’

AnnaBawden

Millions of people are addicted to or
are at risk of becoming dependent
on prescription opioid painkillers,
according to international research.

The study found that one in three

people taking prescribed opioid
analgesics, which include codeine,
tramadol, oxycodone and morphine,
showed symptoms of being depend-
entonthem, whileonein 10 become
fully dependent on the drugs.

The research, led by academics
from the University of Bristol and
published in the journal Addiction,

alsoshowed thatonein eight people
were at risk of prescription opi-
oid misuse. It examined data from
148 international studies involving
more than 4.3 million patients aged
12 and over who had non-cancer pain
for three months or longer and who
were prescribed the medicines.
While they are useful for short-
term acute pain and managing end
of life care, “opioid painkillersare not
effective in the management of long
term pain”, Kyla Thomas, professor
of public health medicine and lead
author of the study, told the Guard-
ian. “Theyareassociated with many

harms. Our findings show opioid mis-
use is much more common among
patients taking them for long-term
pain that perhaps people imagine.”
Chronic pain affects up to a quar-
ter of adults globally. About a third
are estimated to be prescribed opi-
oid analgesics. In theUSand England,
more than 50 million and 15.5 mil-
lion peoplerespectively have chronic
pain, meaning more than 20 million
could be taking opioid painkillers.
An extrapolation of the findings
suggests 1.7 million patients with

chronic non-cancer pain ee
inthe USand halfamillion
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Taylor Swift
Two held in
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terror plot to
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V Zia Yusuf said he felt a ‘betrayal’
over Boris Johnson governing
‘further to the left’ than promised

PHOTOGRAPH: HOLLIE ADAMS/REUTERS

Reform UK chair and
donor was still member
of Tories until last week

Eleni Courea
Political correspondent

The chair of Reform UK, Zia Yusuf,
was a member of the Conservatives
until last week, when party officials
were approached by the Guardian.

Richard Fuller, the Conservative
party chair, emailed Yusufto tell him
his membership had been revoked
last Friday, after the Guardian asked
the party whether it was still active.

That means Yusuf had remained
a paid-up Tory member despite
announcing that he had donated a
six-figure sum to Nigel Farage’s party
in June, and then being unveiled as
the chair of Reform UK in July.

The Conservative party did not
cancel his membership even after
Yusufembarked on aseries of broad-
castinterviewsattacking RishiSunak

and the then government, and urging
voters tomake Farage prime minister.

Yusuf told GB News in June that
the Conservatives were “so divided
that I simply don’t see how they can
govern effectively”.

Addressing a Reform UK rally in
Birmingham in June, Yusuf accused
the Tories of having “lost control of
our borders” and having “no coher-
ent immigration policy”. Withintwo
weeks he had been made chair of
Reform UK, replacing Richard Tice.

Had the Guardian not alerted the
Conservatives, Yusuf might have
been able to vote in the Tory leader-
ship contest in November. It raises
questions over whether other senior
Reform UK figures are Conservative
party members.

Yusuftold the Guardian last week
that he had voted Conservative for
most of his adult life. “They make it

quite hard to cancel your member-
ship,” hesaid. “For allI know, I might
still have a direct debit with them.”

He said he had stopped supporting
the Tories because of Boris Johnson,
suggesting his government’s policies
were as leftwing as those of former
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn.

“My enthusiasm for the Conserv-
atives was really extinguished after
we saw the aftermath of what Boris
Johnson had done ... That sense of
betrayal is something that I think a
lotof people feel in this country about
the Conservatives,” Yusuf said.

“Boris came to power on the back
of the promise that he would make
the most of the opportunities that
Brexit presented, and he really gov-
erned way further to the left than
what he promised. If Jeremy Corbyn
had comeinand governed thatway...
that wouldn’t have been a betrayal.”

Electoral Commission records
show that Yusuf gave Reform UK
£200,0001in June, one of the biggest
donations by an individual in the
election campaign.

Reform UK has been at the centre
of a series of scandals. A Channel 4
investigation recorded activists mak-
ingracistand homophobic comments
while campaigning for Farage during
the election, while several of the par-
ty’s candidates were dropped over
links to far-right groups or racist com-
ments they had made in the past.

A fifth of Reform UK voters said
they supported theanti-immigration
riotsthat began after last week’s mass
stabbing in Southport, according to
a YouGov poll this week. Opposition
totheriotswasnearuniversalamong
supporters of every other party.

Reform UK says it now has more
than 72,000 members, up from
28,000 before Farage announced he
was standing for parliament.

A Conservative spokesperson
said: “Zia Yusuf has had his party
membership suspended. The party
constitution does not permit you to
beamember of the party while pub-
licly supporting another party.”

Taylor Swift cancels three shows
in Vienna after attack threat

Guardian staff

The Vienna leg of Taylor Swift’s
blockbuster Eras tour has been can-
celled aftertwo people were arrested
over an apparent plot to launch an
attack on a public event in the Aus-
trian capital.

The announcement was made by
concert organisers Barracuda Music
last night, after Austrian authorities
said they had arrested a 19-year-old
man forallegedly planning an Islam-
ist attack in the Vienna region and
suggested Swift’s shows had been the
“focus” of the plot.

The man, whohad pledged hisalle-
giance to theIslamic State (IS) group
“in recent weeks”, was detained in
Lower Austriaaboutan hour fromthe
capital early yesterday, Austria’s top
security chief, Franz Ruf, told a press
conference.

“Wehave established correspond-
ing preparatory acts and also that
there is a focus of the 19-year-old

perpetrator on the Taylor Swift con-
certsin Vienna,” he said.

The Austrian citizen is believed to
have becomeradicalised ontheinter-
net.Rufsaid chemical substances had
beenseized at the suspect’s homeand
were being evaluated. A second per-
sonthought to have had contact with
the suspect was arrested in Vienna.

Swift had been scheduled to play
atthecapital’s Ernst Happel Stadium
today, Friday and Saturday.

In an Instagram post, Barracuda
Musicsaid: “With confirmation from
government officials of a planned

A Taylor Swiftis performzng three
concerts in Vienna starting today

terrorist attack at Ernst Happel Sta-
dium, we have no choice but to cancel
the three scheduled shows for every-
one’s safety.”

The venue was reporterdly sold
out for the planned concerts and an
estimated 170,000 fans had been
expected. The organisers said all tick-
ets would be refunded.

Swift fans took to social media to
express their devastation at miss-
ing out on one of the superstar’s
shows. Some lamented months of
now wasted efforts to make friend-
ship bracelets and find outfits for the
performance.

In2017,22 people were killed when
a suicide bomber targeted an Ariana
Grande concert in Manchester. The
bomber, Salman Abedi, detonated
a knapsack bomb in Manchester
Arena at the end of Grande’s concert
as thousands of young fans were
leaving.

In November 2020, a convicted
I[slamic State group sympathiser went
on a shooting rampage in central
Vienna, killing four and wounding
23 others before police shot him dead.
It was the country’s first deadlyjihad-
ist attack.

Additional reporting Associated
Press and Agence France-Presse

Millions of
opioid users
worldwide
‘at risk of

addiction’

® Continued from page 1

in England could be dependent on
the painkillers, while across the two
countries about 7 million people
could showssigns of dependenceand
3 million be at risk of misuse.

Thomas acknowledges the NHS
cut opioid prescriptions by 450,000
between 2019 and 2023, but says
more could be done. “Clinicians and
policy-makers need amore accurate
estimate of the prevalence of prob-
lematic opioid use in pain patients
so that they can gauge the true
extent of the problem, change pre-
scribing guidance if necessary, and
develop and implement effective
interventions to manage the prob-
lem. Knowing thesize of the problem
isanecessary step to managing it.”

Prof Kamila Hawthorne, chair
of the Royal College of GPs, said:
“Chronic pain can cause untold mis-
ery for patients and GPs want tohelp
them manage this safely and effec-
tively. Opioid painkillers can be an
appropriate and effective interven-
tion for some patients - particularly
those suffering acute pain - but GPs
will be acutely aware of how addic-
tive they can be, and that they can
cause other unpleasant side-effects.

“As such, if opioids are to be pre-
scribed, GPs will always aim to
prescribe the smallest possible dose
forthe shortest possible time,inline
with clinical guidelines - and data
from last year showed that prescrip-
tions for opioids in primary care fell
by 8% in less than three years.”

While alternative treatment
options are explored, “access to
physicaland psychological therapies
that can help with pain, or specialist
pain clinics, can be patchyacross the
country, and come with long waiting
times for patients”, she pointed out.

Robin Pollard, head of policy and
influencing at the charity WithYou,
said the figureswere “incredibly con-
cerning”, adding: “We would like
to see clearer national guidelines
on the use of all prescription pain
medication.”

ADepartment of Health and Social
Care spokesperson said: “Clinicians
should work with patients to decide
on the best course of treatment,
ensuring it is appropriate and that
they take account of national guid-
anceonthetreatment’s effectiveness.

“NHS England has an action plan
to help local healthcare providers
reduce inappropriate prescribing of
high-strength painkillers and other
addiction-causing medicines, while
weare committed to ensuring people
who misuse get support they need.”

An NHS England spokesperson
said: “Whenused appropriately, med-
icines can help deliver life-changing
treatment. It is important to be alert
to the potential risks of depend-
ence and withdrawal from certain
medicines, including opioids.”
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‘London zoo' art keeps growing,
in monkey business from Banksy

Zainab Haji

Banksyhasrevealed his third animal-
themed artwork in London since
Monday, this time showing monkeys
swinging across a railway bridge in
east London.

On Tuesday the Bristol-based art-
ist produced a mural of two elephant
silhouettes on the side of a house in
Edith Terrace in Chelsea. A day ear-
lier, he had claimed credit for an
artwork of a goat perched on top of a
wall near Kew Bridge in Richmond.

The new collection’s latest
instalment appeared in Brick Lane
yesterday near Grimsby Street, not
far from Shoreditch High Street.

Banksy confirmed that all three
works were his through back-to-back
Instagram posts. He did not caption
any of the photos, fuelling online
speculation about their meaning.

Some have already called the col-
lection the “London zoo” series and
begun crafting their own theories
behind the works. One idea circu-
lating among fans is that Banksy is
comparingtherecent far-right rioters
to wild zoo animals.

Three monkeys have been associ-
ated with the Japanese proverb “see
no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil”,
though in Banksy’s work, the mon-
keysarenotcovering their eyes, ears
or mouths.

Banksy frequently uses monkeys
as motifs, using them to take the
place of humans to convey social
and political messages. For the late
Queen’s golden jubilee, he depicted
a chimp-faced monarch in black and
the colours of the union flag.

When the anonymous artist has
appeared in public, he has worn a
monkey mask. He has also used the
monkey mask to make a parody of
theactor Demi Moore, who appeared
naked and pregnant on a Vanity Fair
magazine cover.

Though a number of identities
have been associated with the artist,
including that of a public schoolboy,
Robin Gunningham, the street art-
ist remains officially anonymous.
He gained popularity in the early
1990s after spray-painting his now

News

» A mural of
two elephant
silhouettes on

the side of a
house in Edith
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A Banksy has claimed credit for the
goat near Kew Bridge in Richmond
signature stencilled prints around
Bristol. In the early2000s, he moved
to London, where his notoriety con-
tinued torise.

The highest price ever paid for
a Banksy was £18.5m for Love is in
the Bin. The artwork, regarded as
one of the biggest pranks in art his-
tory, comprises the remains of the
live destruction of his piece Girl with
Balloon, afterahidden shreddertore
the painting moments when it had
just been sold at Sotheby’sin 2018.

In June Banksyreleased amigrant
boat installation at the Glastonbury
festival that was crowd-surfed during
performances by the Bristol band
Idles and the rapper Little Simz.

In March, the artist created amural
innorth London by spraying painton
a wall behind a cut-back tree, giving
the impression of foliage. The paint
was a similar shade of green to the

colours used on Islington council’s
street signs.

Minnelli to tell life story because
film depictions ‘didn't get it right’

PA Media

Liza Minnelli is to release a memoir
after she claimed that previous
screen depictions of her life “didn’t
getitright”.

The 78-year-old US actor and
singer, the daughter of the actor
Judy Garland and the director Vin-
cente Minnelli, will release the book

inspring2026,and it promises to take
readers through her career, struggles
with substance abuse, and love life.
Minnelliis one of just 25 perform-
ers to have won an Egot (Emmy,
Grammy, Oscar and Tony). Sheis best
known for her performancesin1972’s
Cabaret, her TV concert film Liza With
aZ,and Martin Scorsese’s 1977 musi-
cal-drama New York, New York.
Minnelli told People magazine:
“SinceIwas old enough to put pencil

to paper, people asked me to write
books about my career, my life, my
loves, my family. Absolutely not. Tell
itwhenI’m gone was my philosophy.
So, why did I change my mind?”

She said she felt documentaries
about her career “didn’t get it right”
and were made by people who, she
said, “didn’t know my family and
don’t really know me”.

Minnelli added: “Finally, I was
mad as hell. Over dinner one night, I
decided, it’smy own damnstory,I’'m
going to share it with you because of
all the love you’ve given me.”

Thebook, to be published by Grand
Central Publishing, was written
with the help of the Great American

Liza Minnelli said it was
‘my own damn story’

Songbook ambassador Michael Fein-
stein, who has been friends with
Minnelli for 40 years.

Referencing lyrics from the
Cabaret song Maybe This Time, Min-
nellisaid that “afterincredible events
and life-threatening battles ... Iam
truly Lady Peaceful, Lady Happy”.

“Thank you all for loving me so
much ... being concerned about me,”
shesaid. “Iwant you toknow I'm still
here, still kicking ass, still loving life
and still creating. So, until this book
arrives, know that I’'m laughing, safe
in every way, surrounded by loved
ones and excited to see what’s right
around the curve of life. Kids, wait
till you hear this.”
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Far-right riots

Antiracism protesters
form human shields to
protect asylum centres

® Continued from page 1

centres were listed as potential tar-
gets in a far-right chat group on the
encrypted messaging app Telegram.

But thousands of counter-protest-
ers took to the streets of Liverpool,
Birmingham, Bristol, Brighton and
London to protect their communi-
ties from the rumoured gatherings.

At 7pm in Liverpool, hundreds
of people formed a human shield
outside achurch that hosts an immi-
gration advice centre, which had
been mentionedin the Telgram chat,
while women held banners saying:
“Nans against Nazis.”

Similar scenes were witnessed in
Hackney and Walthamstow in east
London, and Finchley in the north
of the capital, as thousands of local
peopleandanti-fascistactivists came
together and held placards saying
“Weare one humanrace” and “Unite
against hate”.

In Brighton, the handful of anti-
immigration protesters who gathered
outsidealaw office were surrounded
by police for their own protection
after they were outnumbered by
about 500 counter-protesters who
chanted: “Off our streets, Nazi scum.”
Later, the gathering took on a street
carnival atmosphere with a samba
band and loud singing.

But tensions flared in Aldershot
in Hampshire after a group chanting
“Stop the boats” clashed with pro-
testers holding “Stand up toracism”
placards who had been chant-
ing, “Refugees are welcome here.”
Dozens of police officers rushed on
to theroad to keep the groups apart.
There were alsoreported skirmishes
in Blackpool.

Northamptonshire police said
three people had been arrested for
public order offences in Northamp-
ton, and that no members of the
public or police had been injured.

The Metropolitan police said 10
people had been arrested in Croydon
for assaulting emergency workers,

‘We will not let
the immigration

asylum system
be intimidated’

Sir Mark Rowley
Met police chief

possession of offensive weapons and
other offences after about 50 people
gathered “to cause disruption and
fuel disorder”. “They’ve dragged and
thrown objects down the road and
thrown bottles at officers. Thisisnot
linked to protest, this appears to be
pure antisocial behaviour,” the force
added on X.

By 9pm, few far-right activists
were seen at the alleged targeted
sites, although counter-protesters
remained on the streets.

A police sourcewith knowledge of
the national picture said there were
believed to have been small, farright-
led gatherings in Durham, Blackpool,
Norwich, Northampton, Sheffield
and Brighton.

One reason for the apparent far-
right no-show, the source said, was
the deterrent effect of the wave of
swift arrests and court appearances
that gathered pace after the vio-
lence at the weekend, which caused
widespread shock. Police expectthe
next couple of days to be relatively
quiet, butmore so-called protestsare
expected this weekend.

Earlier, Sir Mark Rowley, the head
of the Metropolitan police, said
threats againstimmigration lawyers
were “at the centre of our planning
tonight”, and added: “We will not let
the immigration asylum system be
intimidated.”

V¥V Counter-protesters in Bristol, one
of many cities across England where
the far-right were outnumbered

PHOTOGRAPH: RICK FINDLER/SPA

The director of public prosecu-
tions, Stephen Parkinson, said that
the publication of targets could be
considered a terrorism offence as
he revealed that one case of alleged
terrorism was “actively under con-
sideration” following the unrest over
the last week.

Britain’s head of counter-terror-
ism, assistant commaissioner Matt
Jukes, also confirmed for the first
time that counter-terrorism detec-
tives were investigating some of the
violence that erupted after the killing
of three young girls ata Taylor Swift-
themed danceclassin Southportlast
Monday.

The Guardian understands that
counter-terrorism police are inter-
ested in an apparent attempt to set
fire to a mosque near the scene of
the atrocity, barely 36 hours after
Bebe King, six, Elsie Dot Stancombe,
seven, and Alice Dasilva Aguiar, nine,
werekilled. Theyarealsolookinginto
theattempttosetfiretoaRotherham
hotel housing more than200asylum
seekers on Sunday.

Parts of England went into effec-
tive shutdown yesterday as shops
were boarded up in the centre of
Manchester, the Jewellery Quarter
of Birmingham, Aldershottown cen-
tre and Westcliff-on-Seain Essex.

Cases being heard at an immigra-
tion tribunal were also abandoned
following concerns that far-right
agitators could target the building.
Staff, lawyersand claimantsat Hatton
Cross tribunal hearing centre, near
Heathrow airport, were ordered to
leave at around lunchtime.

Those inside the court building
were told that there was far-right
activity in the area. A Whitehall
source said the decision to aban-
don the court was precautionary. It
is understood that other immigra-
tion tribunals were also closed early
because of fears of violence.

It came as Lindsay Hoyle, the
Commons speaker, wrote to MPs
suggesting theyreview theirsecurity
in the wake of the threat of further
riotsand suggested somemight want
to consider working from home.

Sofar, 428 arrestshave been made
across 26 forces and more than 140
people have been charged since the
riots erupted last Tuesday, but that
number is expected to increase,
police said.

Disorder-related sentencing hear-
ings are scheduled for 26 people over
the next two days, the Ministry of
Justice added yesterday evening.
Offences covered by the hearings
will include violent disorder, pub-
lishing written material to stir up
racialhatred, and racially aggravated
threatening behaviour.

Extra reporting by Rajeev Syal,
Rowena Mason and Bibi van der Zee

United against hate

Counter-protesters left

with nothing to counter

t was the day that England

held its breath. Across the

country, and over the Irish

Sea in Belfast, police forces

were braced for the most

widespread night of violence
in more than a decade.

Shops were boarded up, theatre
performances cancelled and hotels
and immigration advice centres
closed over fears they were in the
crosshairs of the far-right disorder
that has laid siege to dozens of
towns and cities over the past
week.

But it was anti-racism
demonstrators who thronged
on the streets of England, from
Newcastle down to London
and across to Bristol. Counter-
protesters arrived first and their
numbers just grew and grew, from
dozens to hundreds and then
thousands.

By mid-evening, they were
mostly counter-protesters with
nothing to counter. There was
sometimes an almost carnival-like
atmosphere - singing, dancing and

in one case a samba band - with
little sign of the far right.

The scale of the anti-racism
protests was surely sending a
message: a bid to change the
narrative after a week dominated
by rampant far-right, anti-
immigrant violence.

In Birmingham’s Jewellery
Quarter, outside a migrant centre,
they chanted, “Fascist scum. out of
Brum.”

In Liverpool, they held banners
such as “Nans against Nazis”,
“Immigrants welcome. Racists
not” and “When the poor blame the
poor, only the rich win”. An elderly
man with a portable speaker resting
on his walking frame played John
Lennon’s Give Peace a Chance on
repeat.

In Brighton, the anti-racism
demonstrators so outnumbered

Reporting team

Mark Brown, Josh Halliday,
Jessica Murray, Bibi van der Zee,
Ben Quinn, Robyn Vinter, Tom Wall
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the far right that the police
surrounded the latter for their own
protection. By 9pm a hardcore of
three rightwing activists remained,
so sound systems were set up. It
became a party. “This could on for
hours,” said one observer.

Fr Peter Morgan, the priest of
St Mary’s church in Liverpool,
which hosts an immigration centre
that featured on a far-right “hit
list” circulated this week, said
asylum seekers had been “terrified,
absolutely terrified”.

His church had to be boarded up.
Police on horseback roamed the
nearby streets. Morgan described
as “nonsense” calls for the country
to “defend” its Christian values.

“It’s actually crazy what they’re
saying, and here we are, having
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V An anti-racist protest gathers in
Walthamstow, north-east London,
in anticipation of far-right violence
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A In Birmingham, outside a migrant

centre, anti-racism protesters
chanted: ‘Fascist scum out of Brum’
PHOTOGRAFH: PA

to defend our Christian church. It
just doesn’t make sense. All we’re
doing is actually helping to feed the
hungry,” he said.

The huge anti-racism, pro-
immigration gatherings were
repeated everywhere. Nearly a
thousand people gathered in the
west end of Newcastle.

By 9pm, as darkness fell,
speeches had finished and many
anti-racism protesters decided to
drift home.

After what appeared tobea
standoff, police moved into the
crowd in Brighton to allow the

‘\"'-. .

» In Brighton,
counter-

protesters so
outnumbered
the far right
that the police
surrounded the
latter for their
Oown protection

glum-faced anti-immigration
people toleave. The process took
30 minutes, during which time a
good number of insults and jeers
were hurled.

In Northampton, police posted
on social media to politely ask
anti-racist protesters to go home
for the night. Elsewhere, some

people expressed mock annoyance.

“We made a sign for nothing!” said
one Sheffield protester, Claire,
holding a pink glittery placard
emblazoned with the words “Hate
never wins”. Her friend added:
“They didn’t bother coming. Very
disappointing.”

There were some skirmishes,
but they were few and far between.
In Aldershot, Hampshire, tempers
flared and police intervened to
keep one group who were chanting
“Refugees are welcome here” away
from another shouting “Stop the
boats”.

The atmosphere in places like
Preston and Blackpool was said to
be tense.

Nine days on from the murder of
three young girls at a Taylor Swift-
themed holiday club in Southport,
Merseyside, police chiefs were
preparing for what they thought
could be more than 100 extreme
rightwing gatherings across
England.

Every force in the country was
on high alert by midday, with
police intelligence suggesting that
the north-west and north-east of
England would see the worst of the
trouble.

Riot squads of more than 4,000
officers fanned out around the
country, shielding a “hit list” of 39
locations -including immigration
law firms and asylum seeker
accommuodation - that had been
circulating on far-right Telegram
channels and beyond for days.

The message, believed to have
originated in Liverpool, told
followers: “THEY WON’T STOP

V An immigration solicitors’ office
in Westcliff, Essex. The far right had
circulated a ‘hit list’ of targets
PHOTOGRAPH: RYAN JENKINSON/GETTY
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COMING UNTIL YOU TELL THEM
... NO MORE IMMIGRATION. MASK
UP. SPREAD THIS ASFAR AND
WIDE AS YOU CAN,” along with a
dozen fire emojis.

While specialist investigators
sought to trace the provenance of
the post, the threat was taken very
seriously. Keir Starmer called two
emergency Cobra meetingsin 48
hours and mobilised the biggest
deployment of riot officers across
Britain since the 2011 riots.

The violent unrest began in
Southport, barely 36 hours after
the fatal stabbings, when rioters
attacked a mosque and set a police
van on fire after the suspect was
mistakenly identified onlineas a
Muslim man of Arabic heritage. The
posts were viewed tens of millions
of times and amplified by popular
rightwing figures such as Andrew
Tate and Tommy Robinson.

Other towns and cities followed.
In Rotherham and Tamworth,
groups set fire to two hotels
housing asylum seekers, while a
community library was set ablaze
in Walton, Liverpool. Shops have
been looted, homes and cars
attacked, and journalists targeted.

In Merseyside, the chief
constable, Serena Kennedy, told a
court yesterday that more than 90
of her officers had been injured in
the “unprecedented” riots. Some
were having sleepless nights and
panic attacks.

By yesterday afternoon, there
were signs of communities
preparing for the worst, with GPs
and nurseries were closing their
doors by lunchtime. A hospital in
central London told staff they could
go home early. Businesses near
the site of the planned disorder
boarded up their windows.

Newcastle Theatre Royal
cancelled last night’s performance
of the musical Come From Away,
while the Sunderland Empire did
the same for The Wizard of Oz.

Ofcom 8,000
complaints
over Cooper
interview

Jim Waterson

The media regulator Ofcom has
received morethan 8,000 complaints
after an episode of Good Morning
Britain in which the home secretary,
Yvette Cooper, was interviewed by
her husband, Ed Balls.

Balls, a former Labour cabinet
minister and a regular presenter on
theITV breakfast programme, ques-
tioned hiswife’sresponseto far-right
riots during Monday’s programme.

Ofcom said it received 8,201 com-
plaints relating to the programme.
Some of themrelated to the husband-
and-wife interview, while others
related to an earlier interview with
the leftwing Labour MP Zarah Sul-
tana, in which Balls defended Cooper
and the government.

A spokesperson for the media
regulator said: “Weare assessing the
complaintsagainst our broadcasting
rulesbutareyettodecidewhetheror
not toinvestigate.”

The issue of politicians hosting
current affairs programmes has been
highlighted in recent years, after the
decision by GB News and the now
defunct TalkTV to pay a number of
serving Conservative politicians to
host shows. Yet Ofcom had declined
to ban politicians from hosting cur-
rent affairs programmes - and ITV
argued that Balls has not been an
active politician since losing his seat
in the 2015 general election.

At first Cooper was questioned
by co-host Kate Garraway before
Balls stepped in to ask about the
role of social media, saying: “We’ve
talked about this a few times in the
last few days.” Cooper responded:
“Well you’reright, Ed. We have seen
things appearing online that are
clearly criminal. Social media has
put rocket boosters under far-right
extremist organisations and also
some of the violence we have seen.
Things that are criminal offline are
also criminal online.”

In her interview, Sultana had
demanded that the government
brand the riots Islamophobic, in
a testy back-and-forth with Balls.
She said after the broadcast: “The
sneering contempt of journalists’
will never stop me from calling out
racism and Islamophobic hate.”

A spokesperson for Good Morn-
ing Britain said: “Weare satisfied that
theseinterviews were balanced, fair
and duly impartial.”

Hed =N PM PROMISES TO PUNISH PERPETRATORS

A Yvette Cooper was interviewed
on ITV by Kate Garraway and
then by her husband, Ed Balls
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Man who punched

officer in

the face during Southport
riot jailed for three years

Josh Halliday
North of England editor

Arioterwhopunched a police officer
in the face during violent unrest in
Southport has been jailed for three
years, in the longest prison sentence
so far over the far-right disorder in
England and Northern Ireland.

Derek Drummond, 58, pleaded
guilty to violent disorder and assault-
ing an emergency worker duringariot
in the Merseyside town on the day
after the killing of three young girls.

The judge, Andrew Menary KC,
said Drummond was part of a “large
and unlawful mob” who had “effec-
tively hijacked” Southport’s grief
as part of the disorder, which left a
mosque under siege and more than
50 officers injured.

He said: “Every decent member
of the community affected by these
events will have been appalled, horri-
fied and deeply disturbed by what has
taken placeintheir neighbourhoods.”

The hearing at Liverpool crown
court was told that an “unprece-
dented” 93 Merseyside police officers
had been injured over the past eight
days, with more injuries being
assessed daily.

In a statement read to the court,
the Merseyside police chief consta-
ble, Serena Kennedy, said officershad
sustained arange of physicalinjuries
including a broken jaw and lost teeth,
while some had been waking in the
night with panic attacks.

Police had expressed “disbelief”
that no officer had been killed in the
unrest, Kennedysaid, with many left
fearing whether they would “return
home safely to their families”.

Drummond shouted “shithouses”
before punching the Merseyside
police officer Thomas Ball during
the riot outside Southport mosque.
He was also seen throwing bricks
at police as part of the disorder, in
which a riot van was set alight, the
court heard.

Christopher Taylor, prosecuting,

said police estimated that about
1,000 people were involved in the
unrest in Southport, where missiles
including bricks, tins of paint and
wheeliebins “rained down” on offic-
ersasshouts of “Allah, Allah, whothe
fuck is Allah” were heard.

After handing himselfin to police
four days later, Drummond told
officers he had been “a fool” and
was “holding his hands up to his
offending”.

Drummond, who has 14 previous
convictions including several for
violence, had been to a vigil for the
three victims of the Southport attack,
Bebe King, six, Elsie Dot Stancombe,
seven, and Alice Dasilva Aguiar, nine,
before attending the planned far-
right demonstration two hours later.

During his police interview, Drum-
mond said “tensions were very high”
atthe protestand accepted his behav-
iour was “appalling”.

“He said hewas deeply sorrytothe
people he has let down,” Taylor told
the court.

Inthedock

Top row: Aaron Johnson, of North
Reddish, guilty of distributing
images intended to stir up racial
hatred in Stockport; Matthew
Wilson, of Rossendale, Lancashire,
and Alex Fraser of Manchester,
charged with racially aggravated
assaults in Manchester; Leanne
Hodgson and Andrew Smith, guilty
of violent disorder in Sunderland.

.' | Second row: Josh Kellett and

| Bradley Makin, guilty of violent
| disorder in Sunderland; James

Nelson, guilty of causing criminal
damage in Bolton; Liam Powell,
guilty of participation in disorder
in Bolton; Declan Geiran, jailed for
30 months for violent disorder in
Liverpool.

Third row: Lucas Ormond
Skeaping, of Tavistock, Daniel

| McGuire, of Plymouth, and Michael

Lionel Greig, defending Drum-
mond, said his client had lost his
job as a result of his arrest and had
told police officers: “I'm absolutely
ashamed by the way I’ve acted. I’'ve
let Southport down, I've let the kids
down, I've let myself down. I’m not
here to deny anything.”

Another man, Declan Geiran, 29,
wasjailed for 30 monthsafter admit-
ting trying to set fire to a police van
during a far-right rally in Liverpool
city centre on Saturday. Taylor said
Geiran could be seen in a TikTok
video setting fire to the seatbelt of
a police van.

The vehicle had to be written off
atacostto the taxpayer of morethan
£32,000, the court was told

Geiran told police he had gone to
the planned far-right rally because
he “wanted to show his support for
the bereaved families”, the court
was told, and he denied any “nega-
tive thoughts about immigration”.

Brendan Carville, defending
Geiran, said hisclienthad told him he
“doesn’t know what farright and far
left means - he simply went along”.

‘Let today’s result
serve as a warning to

all those who carry
out criminality’

Jonathan Egan
Crown prosecutor

| | Williams of Sparkwell, all guilty

of violent disorder in Plymouth;
Liam Riley, of Liverpool, jailed for
20 months for violent disorder in
Liverpool; Derek Drummond, of
Southport, jailed for three years for
violent disorder and assaulting an
emergency worker in Southport.

Fourth row: Liam Ryan, of
Bradford, guilty of violent disorder
in Manchester; Andrew Philips, of
Stretford, Shaun Holt, of Stockport,
and David Green, of Stalybridge,
were each charged with violent
disorder in Manchester; Joshua
Simpson, convicted of assaulting a
police officer outside the Holiday
Inn in Rotherham.

A third man, Liam James Riley, 41,
was jailed for20 months after admit-
ting violent disorderin Liverpool city
centre.

A “verydrunk” Riley was part of a
crowd of 100 people, some of whom
were throwing bricks towards police
officers, the court was told. He said
he had gonetothedemonstrationto
show “solidarity and support” to the
Southport victims’ families.

On arrest he “made a number of
negative remarks about immigrants
and Muslims” and expressed the
view that “both wereto blame for the
murders in Southport”, Taylor said.

Carville described Riley as a
“loner” and a “very foolish man” for
getting caught upin thedisorderand
“stupidly” staying at thedemonstra-
tion when he had been told to leave.

Speaking outside court, thesenior
district crown prosecutor, Jonathan
Egan, said the three jailed rioters
were “thetip of theiceberg” and “just
the start of what will be a very pain-
ful process for many who foolishly
chose to involve themselves in vio-
lent unrest”.

Headded: “Many of those involved
will be sentto prison foralongtime...
Let today’s result serve as a warning
toallthosewho carry out criminality
on our streets: you will always suffer
the consequences.”

More than 400 people have been
arrested in connection with theriots
and disorder around the country
since the Southport stabbings on 29
July, with the number expected to
rise in the coming days.
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UK extremists
The actors,
activists and
CONSpPIracists
of the far right

Ben Quinn

Britain’s splintered far right has
been trying to mount aresurgence
by exploiting shock and anger over
the killing of three young girls in
Southport. Groups, individuals and
influencers have been pumping out
misinformation over social media.
Hereis a brief guide to
today’s far-right landscapein
Britain - which has become what
some commentators call “post-
organisational”, with a myriad of
individuals playing varying roles.

Tommy Robinson and allies
Britain’s most high-profile far-
right activist is among those being
looked at by police for allegedly
disseminating disinformation.
Robinson, whose real name
is Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, first
gained prominence in 2009 as the
leader of the now defunct English
Defence League (EDL). But while
it splintered into groups such as
the Yorkshire Patriots, the ties
formed during that time continue
to provide foot soldiers.
“Lieutenants” include Daniel
Thomas, who was jailed for an
attempted armed kidnapping
and tweeted an early video urging
followers to “get prepared”. Others
include Rikki Doolan, a Christian
evangelist who says Robinson is
not to blame for theriots.

Laurence Fox

The scion of an acting dynasty who
has embraced anew identity asa
political activist, Fox said he was

A Laurence Fox at a Turning Point
UK protest last year. The actor says
he crusades against ‘woke culture’
PHOTOGRAPH: JORDAN PETTITT/PA

“totally radicalised” by YouTube to
crusade against “woke culture”.

In 2021 Fox’s Reclaim party
received almost as much money in
donations as the Liberal Democrats
in the first quarter of 2021, all of it
coming from the Brexit-supporting
investment manager and Tory
donor Jeremy Hosking.

Sacked last year from GB News,
Fox has increasingly moved to the
right, appearing on platforms with
Robinson, whom he describes as
a friend. He has told his 535,000
followers on X: “We need to
permanently remove Islam from
Great Britain.”

Patriotic Alternative
Formed in 2019 by the former
British National party (BNP)
activist Mark Collett, it enjoyed
early success in unifying the
fractured far-right scene, as
digitally savvy younger members
presented themselves as a “white
pride” organisation blending
concern for the environment with
anti-migrant campaigns.
However, a split last year has
left the organisation reeling, while
aleader, Sam Melia, was jailed in
March after being found guilty
of inciting racial hatred. The
group has kept arelatively low
profile in the context of theriots.

Britain First
Now largely in the shadow of
Patriotic Alternative, Britain First
had sought to emerge as a successor
to the BNP by blending traditional
far-right street protests with stunts
such as mosque “invasions”.
Attempts by the party’s leader,
Paul Golding, a former BNP activist
and figure of ridicule even among
others on the far right, to exploit
tensions after Southport have been
confined to the internet.

Turning Point UK
Launched in 2019 as a spin-off from
a pro-Trump US youth campaign
that advocates free markets and
small government, TPUK pivoted
towards “culture war” issues.
More recently, however, the
group has had a crossover with
Ukip, whose interim leader, Nick
Tenconi, is also TPUK’s head of
operations. Tenconi was outside
Downing Street during a protest on
1 August that turned violent.

Conspiracy theorist websites
Resistance GBis a self-styled
journalism platform which has
disseminated conspiracy theories.
It was set up by a former London
Tory councillor, William Coleshill.
Coleshill has sought toride on
the coat-tails of rallies for both
Robinson and Farage.

In a similar category is the Unity
News Network (UNN), a website
run by aformer Tory and Labour
councillor, David Clews.

Tories Rival accuses Jenrick of
‘nasty and divisive rhetoric’

Jessica Elgot
Deputy political editor

Robert Jenrick was criticised by a
rival for the Toryleadership and Mus-
lim parliamentarians yesterday for
saying police should “immediately
arrest” protesters shouting “Allahu
Akbar”,the Arabic phrase that means
God is great.

The former immigration minister
was speaking on Sky News about the
accusations that police had treated
far-right marches and violence more
harshly than other protests.

Jenrick said on Sky News he had
been angered by the way that pro-
Palestinian demonstrations had been
policed. “I have been very critical of
policeinthe past, particularly around

the attitude of some police forces to
the protests we saw since 7 October.

“Ithought it was quite wrong that
somebody could shout ‘Allahu Akbar’
on the streets of London and not be
immediately arrested, project geno-
cidal chants on to Big Ben and not be
immediately arrested. That attitude

A Jenrick’s comments on shoutzng
‘Allahu Akbar’ were condemned

is wrong and I'll always call out the
police for it.”

Mel Stride, who is also vying for
the Toryleadership, said the “sugges-
tion of wholesale criminalisation of
the words Allahu Akbarisunwise and
insensitive”. When Jenrick’s com-
ments were first aired, the Tory peer
Sayeeda Warsi wrote on X: “Every day
before we start parliamentary busi-
ness in the Commons and Lords we
say a prayer and praise God - we say
our parliamentary version of Allahu
Akbars at the heart of democracy -
a process Robert Jenrick is a part of.
This language from Jenrick is more
of his usual nasty divisive rhetoric -
heis suchatool.”

Jenrick posted on X later yester-
day that he acknowledged it was a
religious phrase, butsaid it could also
be used as part of public disorder.
Posting avideo of masked protesters,
hesaid: “Extremistsroutinely abuse
common expressions for their own
shameful ends. All violence must
end. All violence mustbe called out.”

‘History repeating’ Anti-racist

veterans on how to fight back

Neha Gohil
Community affairs correspondent

hen Balwinder
Singh Rana,
along with
about 50
members of
the Indian
Youth Federation, entered a pub

in Gravesend in 1969 after their
inaugural meeting, it was their first
moment of local activism.

“There was this pub not far from
the meeting hall, which did not
serve our people,” Rana said. “If
people went in there, they would
just ignore and say: ‘Get out, you
black bastard.”

He defiantly demanded 50 pints
of lager from staff, who quickly
obliged. “My friends, the 50 of
them, were all smiling, laughing
and joking. The first time they have
ever seen their power,” he said.

Rana arrived in the UK in 1963,
aged 16, from Punjab, India, during
a decade that witnessed the birth
of the National Front and a spate
of racist attacks across the UK. In
1968, Enoch Powell delivered his
infamous “rivers of blood” speech.

Those events spurred Rana on to
form the Indian Youth Federation,
thought to be the country’s first
Asian youth movement.

Their action in the Gravesend
pub was just one of several
incidents of defiance that form part
of Rana’s struggle against racism
and the far right, with the activist
travelling across the country with
the Anti-Nazi League in the late
1970s. “Before I came here, I had
no idea that people were having
to face racism,” he said. “After just
two weeks I saw it for myself.”

Rana said the current violence,
during which riots have spread
across parts of the country after the
Southport stabbings last week, was
“totally unprecedented”.

“I’ve never ever seen this
situation before. I’ve been fighting
against racism, fascism; it’s never
happened at this scale,” Rana said.
“The level of violence, they’re
doing this day after day.”

Mukhtar Dar, 62, is another
prominent member of youth
movements that confronted the far
right in the second half of the 20th
century. He is one of the founding
members of the Sheffield Asian
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Youth Movement (SAYM), and
described the recent far-right riots
as “very concerning” but disagreed
they were unprecedented.

“It echoes some of the things
that we went through, but there are
major differences between what
happened then and what is taking
place now,” he said.

Dar, now the artistic director of
the Birmingham arts foundation
Kalaboration, co-founded the
SAYM in response to an attack on a
local restaurant. “That attack was
not unique to Sheffield; the attacks
were happening up and down the
country,” he said.

“We learned that you have to
stop the fascists from marching.
You can’t march away from them
because they believe that whoever
controls the streets can control
the state.”

Matloub Husayn Ali Khan, 66,
another co-founder of the SAYM,
recalled threats being made to local
mosques during the 70s. “We were
always afraid of the National Front
attacking the mosques,” he said.
“My mum and dad used to say:
‘Stay away from the NF.

“That fear was there at that
time. But now it’s the same,
history repeating itself, but it’s a
different lot. People organise a lot
better and that’s the same with
the far right. They are organising
misinformation ... That is the
problem with social media.”

Dar added: “People that are
disillusioned, that don’t see their
voices being heard, that are buying
into the far-right narrative - we
really need to be able to counteract
those arguments.

“We know we won [against] the
fascists before. They offer no hope;
they offer no solution; they offer
destruction and divisions.”

Both Dar and Rana urged
communities to rally together but
to do so peacefully. “We need to
present hope to our young people.
We need to present an alternative
of people coming together and why
diversity is important,” Dar said.

Khan, who attended a counter-
protest against the far-right riots
in Sheffield on the weekend, said it
was “important” to show solidarity.

“Asylum seekers are being
treated as easy targets for the far
right,” he said. “We don’t want to
let the far right get away with it
without being opposed.”

4 Balwinder
Singh Rana
says the current
violence is
unprecedented:
\ ‘It’s never

. happened

at this scale’
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Tdon't feel secure’
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Migrants targeted

in Belfast riots

fear hostility runs

wide and deep

Rory Carroll
Ireland correspondent

mar al-Garady stood
on the pavement
gazing at the ruins
of the supermarket
where his family
used to buy halal
chicken and rice. The windows
were smashed and the walls were
charred, casting an acrid aroma
over Donegall Road in Belfast.

“It had everything,” he said,
eying the interior jumbled with
debris and mounds of blackened
packets. “The owner was from
Syria.” As he spoke a car slowed
down and a young man stuck his
head out the window. He was
smiling. “Bye bye shop!” he yelled.
“Bye bye!”

Garady did not flinch. Since the
spread of theriots in England to
Northern Ireland the 35-year-old
from Yemen, who works in a metal
factory, has adjusted toanew
reality. “All my thoughts about the
Irish and this city have changed,”
he said. “Idon’t feel secure.

We’ve been advised to keep our
children inside. [ hope in my heart
everything will be all right.”

The mob that rampaged through
this patch of Belfast last Saturday
- and there was arally again on
Monday - involved a few hundred

people, atiny minority of residents.

But some of the immigrants and

refugees who were targeted feared
that the hostility went wide and
deep.

Mohammad Idris, 50, arefugee
from Sudan, fled when a crowd
attacked his cafe. “They were
shouting ‘where is Mohammad?’
They burnt it completely,” he said.
It was not his first time standing
in the ashes of his livelihood. Last
August - long before the stabbing
atrocity in Southport triggered
disturbances - amob burned Idris’s
computer shop.

He said he was grateful for
expressions of solidarity and
crowdfunding initiatives to help
him and other business owners
rebuild, but he planned to move to
another part of Belfast. “If I stay it
will happen again.”

In Belfast there were six arrests
during a spate of incidents on
Tuesday night. Masked men drove
a hijacked car into an estate agency
after claims it was letting homes to
asylum seekers.

Elsewhere masked men smashed
doorways and windows of homes
and youths pelted eggs at a
supermarket, leaving a 15-year-old
to be treated for facial injuries.

The supermarket was previously
attacked in January and February.

Ten nurses from overseas were
planning to leave Northern Ireland,
the BBC reported.

Police believe paramilitary
groups are contributing to the
violence. It does not help that the
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A Firefighters
battle a blaze at
an Asian shop
amid rioting last
weekend in

the Donegall
Road area of
south Belfast
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» Omar
al-Garady, from
Yemen, said his
community had
been advised

to keep their
children inside
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‘The crowd attacked,
shouting “whereis
Mohammad?” They
burnt the cafe. If I stay
it will happen again’

Mohammad Idris
Belfast resident

» Mohammad
Idris, a refugee
from Sudan,
at his cafein
Belfast, which
was burned
down by amob
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police are overstretched; the force
is supposed to have 7,500 officers
but has got 6,300.

Another factor is the synergy
with far-right activists in Ireland
who have targeted asylum
accommodation and staged violent
protests in the republic; there was
ariotin Dublin last November.
Several attended a rally in Belfast
last Saturday and waved Irish
tricolours alongside loyalists with
British flags.

Migrants and refugees in the
loyalist Donegall Road and Sandy
Row area said most residents
were welcoming, or at least
not overtly hostile, but thata
well of resentment, racism and
misinformation could perpetuate
intimidation and violence.

A cluster of bystanders near
Idris’s charred cafe appeared to
condemn the arsonists.

“Why are they doing this?
There’s no call for it,” said Rob, 45, a
maintenance worker. “We’re all just
here for a short time and should
live in peace. What’s happening is
totally crazy.”

There were murmurs of
agreement. Adam, 31, said the
violence was inappropriate but
echoed unionist politicians



Thursday 8 August 2024 The Guardian

who have spoken of “legitimate
concerns” over immigration.

He then accused newcomers of
jumping queues for housing and
social welfare and imperilling
Northern Ireland’s way of life. “Our
health waiting lists and income
supports are being affected and
I worry they will spread jihad.
No one wants dark ages’ values
imposed on modern society.”

Adam’s partner said some
immigrants were welcome. “I
respect the Asians, they work
hard and respect us. But if you’re
here just taking things for free,
well, what do you expect?” That
arsonists had targeted businesses
which had created jobs appeared to
leave her unmoved.

A manin his 20s joined the group
to announce that the previous
night about 30 Muslims with bricks
and bottles had triggered the latest
disturbances but that the media
had covered this up. Nods greeted
the fictitious claim. “We’re a
community under rage,” he said.

Two blocks away Robert, 80, was
sitting outside a pub with a pint and
alist of grievances. Muslim children
had “swamped” his old school,
rendering it unrecognisable, he
said. “You’re tripping over them.”

He hoped loyalists and nationalists
would make common cause against
newcomers. “Both sides want them
out. They should have done it years
ago. The flags together, that was
good, enough of this carry-on - the
housing and benefits and money
for nothing.”

Robert seethed at the police for
“protecting” migrants and accused
Muslims of rudeness. “They never
say hello.” Two minutes later a
woman in a hijab, walking with a
man and young boy, passed on the
pavement. She caught Robert’s
eye, beamed and said hello before
continuing on her way. Robert
shook his head, unimpressed.
“That’s the first time that’s
happened tome.”

Foreign-owned hair salons and
shops that escaped the violence
around Donegall Road have
remained open but employees
are bracing themselves. There are
rumours of fresh gatherings this
week or “protests”, a term now
synonymous with trouble.

“Idon’t know what’s going to
happen,” said Adam Ahmed, 34,
arefugee from Sudan who was
serving behind a counter. “Maybe
they’ll burn this place. But I'll stay.
Where else would I go?”

Southport attack Man who

took on killer wishes he had

been ‘more like Bruce Willis’

Matthew Weaver

A man who suffered a 12cm-deep
leg wound tackling the Southport
attacker said yesterday he wished
he could have done more to prevent
the fatal stabbings by behaving like
a Bruce Willis action hero.

John Hayes, 63, also called on the
government to do more to address
theroot causes of the unrestthathas
followed the killing of three girls in
the attack on a Taylor Swift-themed
dance and yoga class. But he said
Southport wanted to distance itself
from the unrest as it came to terms
with the atrocity.

Bebe King, six, Elsie Dot
Stancombe, seven, and Alice Dasilva
Aguiar, nine, were killed in the knife
attack last week that left nine other
childrenand theclassteacherinjured.

Hayes, who is a director of a com-
pany in the same building as the
Hart Space studio where the killings
happened, described the attacker
as “like a crouching tiger” when he
confronted him.

“Welocked eyeson each other, and
he looked pretty menacing,” Hayes
told BBCRadio 4’s Today programme.
He added: “Irememberlashingout at
this guy. I grabbed his arm holding
the knife. We weren’t at close quar-
ters. I was trying to keep away from
this knife. I tried my level best to get
hold of'it, but then it became appar-
ent that I’d been stabbed in my leg,
and there was sort of a bolt of pain,
and I fell backwards.”

Hayes expressed regret that he had
beenunabletodomore. Hesaid: “My
overriding thought at the time was

not formyself, but hugely upset that
Icouldn’thavedone moreto prevent
this guy from doing what he did. I
used this phrase to the policeman, I
said: ‘Iwould like to have been more
Bruce Willisabout the whole thing.””

On Tuesdaynight, mourners gath-
ered for amemorial service for Alice
at St Patrick’s church in Merseyside.

Hayes has been released from
hospital after the leg wound that
almost killed him. He said: “I was
lucky it narrowly missed my femoral
artery, and I’ve been told if they had
caughtthatthenIprobably wouldn’t
be here. I think the blade went into
my leg 12cm.”

He added: “I don’t believe he

V¥V John Hayes, 63, is recovering from
a stab wound in the leg he received
when confronting the attacker

PHOTOGRAPH: ITV NEWS/PA

managed to hurt anybody else after,
and I think in the interim period all
the children had managed to evacu-
atethe building,apart from those that
Ibelievewerelocked inthetoilet with
oneoftheyogateachers.Soifnothing
else,Ihad prevented himfrom doing
any further harm.”

Hayes said he believed the vio-
lence that had followed the attack
was prompted by frustration about
levels of immigration to the UK. He
said: “There appears to be a strong
undercurrent of discontent for some
timeabout thelevels of immigration,
and this is just a catalyst or a trigger
butIdon’tthinkit’s the root cause.”

He added: “I’'m not particularly
politically motivated, but I do get
dismayed when I hear Keir Starmer
and Yvette Cooper talking about
how the police are going to come
down with the full force of the
law on these people. But they’re not
actually talkingabout theroot cause,
and they need to start listening
and understanding that they need
to address the cause rather than
the symptoms.

“Putting these guys in prison
isn’t going to deal with the sort of

coreissues.”
i
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Stab victims
Inquest opens
into deaths

of three girls

Mark Brown
North of England correspondent

A coroner who formally opened
inquestsinto the deaths ofthree girls
stabbed inthe Southport knifeattack
has said it is “impossible to ade-
quately articulate the devastating,
lifelong effects” of what happened.

Bebe King, six, Alice Dasilva Agu-
iar, nine, and Elsie Dot Stancombe,
seven, died after the stabbingata Tay-
lor Swift-themed dance class on 29
July. The senior coroner Julie Gould-
ing said yesterday that the opening
and adjourning of the inquests was
a “short, sombre, formal process”
which would allow the criminal pro-
cess to now take place.

No family members were present
for the hearing at Bootle town hall
which lasted about 15 minutes.

Gouldingsaid: “Itis impossible to
adequately articulate the devastat-
ing, lifelong effects the truly tragic
events of Monday July 29 2024 have
had, and will continue to have, onthe
parents, families and friends of Elsie,
Bebe and Alice.

“The three young children were
full of life and energy and will be
missed beyond any description my
woefully inadequate words may
attempt to describe. Itherefore offer
my deepest condolences to Elsie’s,
Bebe’s and Alice’s parents, families
and friends.”

Opening the inquest into Elsie’s

Clockwise from
top left, Bebe
King, six, Elsie
Dot Stancombe,
seven, and
Alice Dasilva
Aguiar, nine

death, the coroner’s officer James
Martindale told the hearing: “A
group of 26 children, including
Elsie, attended a dance yoga studio
at Northwood Business Park, 32-34
Hart Street, Southport, for an organ-
ised dance party.

“At some time between 11.40am
and 11.50am a male, who has now
been identified as Axel Rudaku-
bana, attended the premises and is
then alleged to have started attack-
ing those present.”

Goulding said Elsie’s death was
pronounced at 1.53pm at 32-34 Hart
Street and she was identified by a
police officer using a description of
the clothing she was wearing and a
photograph. The same description
was read for Bebe and Alice.

The hearing was told Bebe was
pronounced dead at1.03pm, outside
22-24 Hart Street, further down the
street from the dance studio.

Alice was pronounced dead at
1.20am on 30 July at Alder Hey chil-
dren’s hospital in Liverpool.

Five other children and twoadults
were seriously injured in the attack.

Rudakubana, 18, from Banks, Lan-
cashire, will stand trial next year after
being charged with three counts of
murder and 10 counts of attempted
murder.
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NHS delay
to trial of
puberty
blockers
prompts
fresh row

Denis Campbell
Health policy editor

Patients will not start being recruited
into the first clinical trial to examine
the effects of pubertyblocking drugs
until early next year, months later
than had been planned, NHS Eng-
land has admitted.

The trial, which will study the
“potential benefits and harms of
puberty suppressing hormones for
children and young people”, was
originally due to start this year.

Up to several thousand children
and young people in England who
are confused about their genderiden-
tity may opt to participatein thetrial,
sources said.

The trial is to bring forward evi-
dence about puberty blockers after
Dr Hilary Cass’s landmark review of
transgender healthcare published
in April said the blockers were an
unproven treatment which could
also harm people taking them.

Thedrugsare used tosuppress the
development of the sex hormones
testosterone and oestrogen as well
as the development of breasts and
facial hair. Cass’sreportsaid the NHS
should exercise “extreme caution”
before giving them to young people.

The previous Conservative gov-
ernment banned use of the blockers,
and its Labour successor has backed
that stance, with Wes Streeting, the

|Iwukmml

health secretary, sayingthereisalack
ofevidence showingtheyaresafeand
able to be used with such a vulnera-
ble group of patients.

NHS England’s intention to enrol
patients into a study that Cass rec-
ommended has prompted fresh
controversy about the use of the
drugs and how the health service
should treat under-18s with gender
incongruence.

Naomi Cunningham, the chair of
the gender campaign group Sex Mat-
ters, said: “We understand why the
NHS and Dr Hilary Cass believe that
clinical trials of puberty blockers are

‘Clinical trials of the
blockers are ethically
unjustifiable given

the knownrisksto
fertility and health’

Naomi Cunningham
Chair of Sex Matters

necessary, but we would urge them
toreconsider. Suchtrialsare ethically
unjustifiable, given the known risks
of permanent damage to fertility, sex-
ual functioning and general health.”

However, when NHS England
announced in March thatit would no
longer prescribe the drugs, the trans
rights charity Mermaids criticised
the move as “deeply disappointing
and a further restriction of support
offered to trans children and young
people through the NHS, which is fail-
ing trans youth”.

The high court recently ruled that
the ban on the use of puberty block-
ers in England, Scotland and Wales
was lawful, rejectingalegal challenge
by the advocacy group TransActual
and a young person who could not
be named.

In her judgment Mrs Justice Lang
said: “The Cass review’s findings
about the very substantial risks and
very narrow benefitsassociated with
the use of puberty blockers, and the
recommendation that in future the
NHS prescribing of puberty blockers
to children and young people should

V¥V Trans Pride in London last month.
Puberty blockers were banned by the
previous Conservative government

PHOTOGRAPH: WIKTOR SZYMANOWICZ/
FUTURE PUBLISHING/GETTY IMAGES
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only take placein a clinical trial, and
not routinely, amounted to power-
ful scientific evidence in support of
restrictionsonthe supply of puberty
blockers on the grounds that they
were potentially harmful.”

Critics, including the Good Law
Project, have argued that the NHS
policy of restricting access to puberty
blockers in recent years has led to
more young peoplewith gender dys-
phoria taking their own lives. But a
government-commissioned review
emphatically rejected that claim.

In futureall young peoplewho are
referred to what NHS England plans
to be ultimately eight new regional
gender services for under-18s will
be told about the trial and routinely
asked if they want to participate.

Those services will replace the
gender identity development ser-
vice which was hosted until its
disbandment at the end of March
by the Tavistock and Portman NHS
mental health trust, in London. Two
are already operational, run by two
children’s hospitals, Great Ormond
Street, and Alder Hey, in Liverpool.

Doctors are ‘at
breaking point’,
General Medical
Council says

Denis Campbell

NHS doctors are “at breaking point”,
with almostafifth cuttingtheir hours
and two in five refusing to take on
extraworkin an effort to avoid burn-
out, research has found.

A third of medics are “struggling”
and unable to cope with heavy
workloads that force them to regu-
larly put in extra hours to keep up
with the demands for care, the Gen-
eral Medical Council (GMC) said.

Its findings painta grim picture of
the working lives, morale and well-
being of doctors in the UK.

The GMC, which regulates the
medical profession, warned that
exhausted, overworked doctorscould
pose a threat to patients’ safety. “UK
health services are in a critical state
andthose whoworkwithinthem are
at breaking point,” said Charlie Mas-
sey, the GMC’s chief executive.

The report was based on a survey
of a representative sample of 4,288
of the UK’s 380,000 doctors under-
taken last autumn. It showed that
19% of doctors had cut their hours
over the previous year - the highest
proportion since records began in
2019. Similarly, intense work pres-
sures had driven 41% torefuse to take
on extra duties.

GPs appeared to be the worst
affected by the growing need for
care and the rundown state of the
NHS, which the Labour government
has said is “broken” after 14 years of
neglect by the Conservatives.

Family doctors were much more
likely (28%) to have reduced their
hours compared with the average
(19%) in the medical profession, and
48% of GPs said they were struggling,
far higher than the 33% average for
doctors as awhole.
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Giant energy-hungry §
cruisezilla’ ships
have doubled in size
since 2000 - study

Ajit Niranjan

The huge liners sometimes known
as “cruisezillas” are getting bigger
than ever, according tonew research
which has found that the world’s big-
gest cruise shipshavedoubled insize
since 2000.

If the industry’s growth does not
slow, the biggest shipsin2050will be
eighttimeslarger, in terms of weight,
than the Titanic - the largest ship on
the seas beforeit sank a century ago,
according to campaign group Trans-
port and Environment (T&E), which
found thatthe number of cruise ships
hasrisen morethan twentyfold since
1970. “Today’s cruisezillas make the
Titaniclooklikea small fishing boat,”
said Inesa Ulichina, a sustainable
shipping analyst at T&E.

Industry projections suggest about
35 million passengers will travel the
seas on cruise ships this year - a 6%
increase from pre-pandemic levels
which analysts attribute to rising
wealth. Research published by JP
Morgan in June found that demand
for cruises “remains robust”, with
no historicallead indicators showing
signs of softening. It noted that the
cruise industry has moved beyond
its core demographic of baby boom-
erstoincreasingly attract millennials.

But the highly energy inten-
sive sector has a carbon footprint
to match, and experts struggling to
clean up the industry reacted with
alarmtothe T&Ereport. Cruiseships
pumped out 17% more carbon diox-
idein 2022 than they did in 2019, the
report found, and methane emis-
sions shot up 500% over the same
time period.

Stefan Gossling, a professor at
Linnaeus University in Sweden who
researches tourism and climate
change, said cruise ships playaminor
roleinglobal tourism but that “hardly
any form of tourism is more energy
intensive than cruises - specifically
in combination with a flight to the
point of departure.”

The report comes as European
ports deal with an influx of cruise
ships during summer holidays
marred by heatwaves made hotter
by climate change. Afterlocals com-
plained about pollution and what
they see as “overtourism”, ahandful
of ports have cracked down on ships.

Barcelona has announced plans
to join Amsterdam in taxing cruise
visitors, who often only spend a few
hours in the city, while Amsterdam
voted to close its central cruise ter-
minal, as Barcelona did in October.

Venice hasbanned big cruise ships
from entering its damaged lagoon.

But the industry continues to
boom. The world’s largest cruise
ship was built in Turku, Finland,
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Suspended infinity pool

Icon of the Seas is the world's biggest cruise ship
Tonnage: 248,663 Crew: 2,350 Guests: 5,610 (7,600 max) Decks: 20

Central park Royal promenade AquaDome
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365 metres

RMS Titanic, launched in1911
Tonnage: 46,329 Crew: 885 Guests: 2.435 Decks: 7

269 metres

Source: Royal Caribbean International, Royal Museums Greenwich

. 4 Theworld’s
largest cruise
ship, left and
below, is 365
metres long, has
20 decks and 40
restaurants, and
can carry nearly
10,000 people

PHOTOGRAPHS:
REBECCA BLACKWELL/
AP; EVA MARIE
UZCATEGUI/
BLOOMBERG/GETTY
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and launched in January this year
by Royal Caribbean. Spread across
its20decksare40restaurants, seven
swimming pools,atheatreand a park.
The 365-metre-long vessel can carry
nearly 10,000 people and is pow-
ered by burning liquefied natural
gas (LNG) - afuel that emits less CO2
thanregular marine fuel but can heat
the planet more through the release
of methane.

“This study demonstrates the
risks of a growing cruise entertain-
ment industry,” said Bryan Comer,
who runs the marine programme at
the International Council on Clean
Transportation (ICCT).

Cruise ships face few engineer-
ing restrictions on their size beyond
the limits of the ports in which they
berth. As demand for luxury travel
has boomed, operators have chased
economies of scale and built bigger
boats. Thetotallifetimerevenue that
can be generated by adding extra pas-
sengers is greater than the expense
of building a bigger ship and hiring
more crew, said Comer. “Plus, every-
one wants to have the biggest ship.”

Thebiggest shipin 2000 was Royal
Caribbean’s Voyager of the Seas, with
a gross tonnage (GT) of 137,276.

Sincethen, the average size of the
10 largest ships has doubled from
103,000 GT to 205,000 GT. Cruise
Lines International Association, the
world’slargest cruise ship trade body,
said the global fleet was “more energy
efficient than ever”, with average
emissions per ship having fallen
16% in the last five years. However,
experts have recommended they
switch from burning fossil fuels to
cleaner alternatives.

Vet swims
totherescue
of calf herd
trapped by
rising tide

Amelia Hill

A herd of calves was saved from
drowning when a vet engaged in a
midnight marathonswimagainstthe
tide to guide them to safety.

The 10-week-old animals broke out
of Bodrugan Barton farmin Cornwall
and became stranded onrocksat Col-
ona beach in the early hours of last
Thursday, with the tide rising.

Their plight was discovered aftera
group of people on anearby boat were
keptawake by the sound of distressed
mooing. They alerted police, who
contacted the farmer, Robin Kendall,
to tell him his Wagyu calves, worth
about £250 each, had been spotted
off the beach.

The calves had escaped from their
field through an open gate before
crossing three other fields to reach
the shore. They ended up on arocky
area as the rising tide flooded the
beach behind them.

“There was probably 30 metres of
water between me on the beach and
the calves,” Kendall’s father, Tim,
told the Times. “Allwe could see was
calf eyes because it was so dark.

“Shining the torch across the bay,
we could see loads of eyes glinting
back at us. There wasn’t enough
space on the rock for the calves to
stand on and the water had risen to
midway up their bodies, past the top
oftheirlegs. Theywereall scrabbling
to stay on this ever-shrinking rock.”

The men were able to escort a
small number of calves to safety but
then had to call on Kendall’s wife,
Polly Dugmore, a country vet. She
leapt into action, donning a wetsuit
and lifejacket. Over 90 minutes, she
swam the terrified calves to safety.

Kendall used a boat to tow some
calves while his father and the coast-
guard lit the scene with torches.

Dugmore said: “I managed one or
two at a time to swim them to shore
byjustsortof swimmingbehind them
and acting like a bit of a rudder and
just kept turning them so that they
were heading towards the rocks.”

Dugmore said six of the calves had
been quite easy to swim to shore but
four panicked and tried to swim out
to sea. “You get more physical abil-
ity by the adrenaline surge,” she said.

A The herd of 30 c' [ves was l:rp |
by therising tide off Colona beach
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Supreme court bars
Begum's appeal in
UK citizenship case

Rajeev Syal

Shamima Begum’s legal fight to
restore her UK citizenship has
received a significant blow from the
supreme court, which refused to hear
an appeal.

Three judges from the UK’s final
court of appeal ruled “the grounds
of appeal do not raise an arguable
point of law”. It confirms a previous
ruling that the then home secretary,
Sajid Javid, had the powertosetaside
concerns that she may have been a
victim of child trafficking when she
left east London as a schoolgirl and
travelled in secret with two friends
to live under Islamic State in 2015.

Begum’s lawyers argued the 2019

decisiontorevoke her British citizen-
ship, shortly after she was found in
a Syrianrefugee camp, was unlawful
onfour grounds. Theyargued she was
trafficked asa15-year-old, which the
authorities should have prevented.
They claimed Begum had the right
to address Javid before her citizen-
shipwasrevoked, whichwasdenied.

The supreme court said, how-
ever, that right “would be liable to
undermine the effectiveness of such
a decision in cases concerned with
national security”.

Begum’s lawyers confirmed they
plan to take the case to Strasbourg.
Birnberg Peirce said in a statement:
“On behalf of Ms Begum we ... will
take everypossible legal step,includ-
ing to petition the European court of
humanrights.”

A Shamima Begum, now 24, was 15
when she left London to live in Syria

Last year Begum, now 24, lost her
first appeal against the decision to
revoke her citizenship on national
securitygroundsat the Special Immi-
gration Appeals Commission (Siac).
Earlier this year, three judges at the
court of appeal unanimously dis-
missed her bid to overturn the Siac
decision.

Maya Foa, the joint execu-
tive director of Reprieve, said: “If
Shamima Begum has committed
crimes, she can be charged and pros-
ecuted in a British court. The UK is
more than capable of handling the
case of a 15-year-old schoolgirl who
was groomed online by an organised
trafficking operation.

“Courtofappeal judgesrecognised
thatShamima Begum had hercitizen-
ship stripped for political reasons,

not on the basis of national security,
but concluded they were not able to
check the extreme powers currently
wielded by the home secretary. The
supreme court has now agreed that,
in practice, stripping Ms Begum’s cit-
izenship leaves her stateless.

“Exiling British nationals like
Ms Begum is about politics, not the
law. The prior government’s failed
do-nothing approach must be aban-
doned. Our politicians should take
responsibility and repatriate the
small number of British families in
this position so their cases can be
dealt with here in Britain.”

Speaking in February, Dame Sue
Carr, one of the appeal judges rul-
ing on the case, said: “Ms Begum
may well have been influenced and
manipulated by others but still have
made a calculated decision to travel
to Syria and align with Isil [Islamic
State of [raqg and the Levant].

“Itcould beargued thedecisionin
Ms Begum’s case was harsh. It could
also be argued that Ms Begum is the
author of her own misfortune. Butit
is not for this court to agree or disa-
gree with either point of view.

“The only task of the court was to
assesswhetherthe deprivation deci-
sion was unlawful. Since it was not,
Ms Begum’s appeal is dismissed.”

Taleof a tub
Bath Time

for Grace,
from Hannah
Maule-ffinch's
photographic
series about
aremote
community,
Lifeon

Jura, Inner
Hebrides. The
collection
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finalistsinthe
documentary
categoryin
thisyear's AOP
photography
awards.
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Ocado begins tests of reusable
packaging in home deliveries

Sarah Butler

Ocado is testing offering everyday
products such as pasta, rice and
washingliquid inrefillable packaging
in a first by an online supermarket.
The scheme will trialareusable vessel
that can hold food or laundry prod-
ucts at no extra cost to customers.
The first phase of thetrial, starting
this month, willinclude 2kg packs of

-

4
The initial trials will

basmatirice and 1kg of penne pasta.
Phase two, cominglater this year, will
add 3-litre containers of liquid deter-
gent and fabric conditioner.

The reusable containers are pre-
filled with product and delivered to
customerswiththerest oftheir shop.
Containers are returned to drivers
when empty and then washed and
refilled by suppliers.

Simon Hinks, product director
at Ocado Retail, said: “Most people
understand the concept and know it
worksinaphysical store, but this trial
brings [refillable packaging] straight
to customers’ doors. Our customers
are already used to giving their bags
back to our drivers for recycling - so
thisis areally sensible next step.”

Ocadosayseach vessel canreplace
up tofivesingle-useplasticitemsand
is designed to be used more than 60
times. It claims that if every house-
hold in the UK reused just one item
per week, it would eliminate 1.4bn
items of single-use packaging a year.

Last year, a report by the envi-
ronment committee suggested that
increasing the uptake of reusables
was essential for reducing packag-
ing usein the UK.

Rob Spencer, the director of
GoUnpackaged, said: “An industry-
wide approach will lead to a reuse
system that works for everyone in
the supply chain and make it easier
forshopperstoengage withreuse via
online shopping.”

New gene
therapy hope
for people with
rare blood
condition

Tobi Thomas

Health and inequalities
correspondent

People in England living with a rare
genetic blood disorder are to be
offered a “life-changing” new treat-
ment onthe NHS. Casgevy, a one-off
gene therapy, has been approved for
use by NHS England to treat people
with a severe form of thalassaemia.

About 460 patients with transfu-
sion-dependent beta thalassaemia
could be eligible for the treatment
afterit wasapproved by the National
Institute for Health and Care Excel-
lence (Nice) yesterday.

Thalassaemia is the name for a
group of inherited blood disorders
in which too little haemoglobin is
produced by the body. It affects
about 2,300 peopleinthe UK, mainly
those froma Mediterranean, Asian or
Middle Eastern background. Many
people with beta thalassaemia are
notexpected to live beyond their 50s.

Casgevyworksbyeditinga genein
arecipient’sbone marrow stem cells
so that the body produces function-
ing haemoglobin.

Itishoped that the therapy will be
alifetime cure. In international clin-
ical trials, 93% of patients with beta
thalassaemia did not need a blood
transfusion for at least a year after
receiving the treatment.

Amanda Pritchard, the chief exec-
utive of NHS England, said: “This is
a historic moment for people living
with beta thalassaemia. Ordinar-
ily, patients experience painful
side-effects and undergo regular
transfusions, which severely impact
their quality of life, but this therapy
offers people a life free from that as
well as the hope of living longer.

“This is the latest in a series of
revolutionary gene therapies to be
secured by NHS England over the
past five years - and thanks to funding
through our Innovative Medicines
Fund, this one-off therapy will be
fast-tracked to patients.”

Prof Bola Owolabi, the director of
the national healthcare inequalities
improvement programme at NHS
England, said: “Thisis an incredibly
exciting step forward in the treat-
ment of thalassaemia and could
drastically change the lives of those
livingwith what can bean extremely
painful condition.”

Romaine Maharaj, the executive
director of the UK Thalassaemia
Society, said: “With Nice’s approval
of gene therapy for transfusion-
dependent thalassaemia, we stand
on the brink of a revolutionary
breakthrough.This transformative
treatment offers patients a life-
changing opportunity, enabling them
torepair their own cellsand embrace
a future free from the challenges of
their condition. Itisa beacon of hope
that underscores the power of inno-
vation in medicine.”
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V¥V Quincy Hall, left, beat Matthew
Hudson-Smith, right, and Muzala
Samukonga, centre, in the 400m
PHOTOGRAPH: TOM JENKINS/THE GUARDIAN

Tt was crazy Hudson-Smith pipped at
line to take silver in men’s 400m final

Daniel Boffey
Stade de France

Matt Hudson-Smith missed out by
four-hundredths of a second on a
first British Olympicgoldinthemen’s
400m since Chariots of Fire’s Eric Lid-
dell but a slew of silvers kept Britain
neck-and-neck with France in the
Olympic medal table.
Itwasalightning-quick affairinthe
Stade de France last night, with both
Quincy Hall, of the US, and Hudson-
Smith, from Birmingham, putting
in the fastest runs of their careersin
a race that was decided in the final
fewmetres. Hall’s 43.40was the fifth
fastest of all time, while the British
runner, who had been favourite for
gold, beat his own European record
with a time of 43.44. Muzala Samu-
konga of Zambia took bronze in 43.74.
Hudson-Smith, who was lead-
ing for much of the home straight,
was furious with himself, burying
his head in his father’s shoulder in

the stands while Hall, wrapped in
the stars and stripes, revelled in the
crowd’s acclamation.

For all of his evident disappoint-
ment, the silver was a tribute to the
British racer’s resilience after com-
ing back from a suicidal moment just
three years ago when injuries and a
loss of sponsorship, along with huge
medical debts, had brought him to
his lowest ebb.

Hudson-Smith wasnot to emulate
Liddell’s triumph in Paris in 1924, as
immortalised in the 1981 film Chari-
otsof Fire, but speaking aftertherace
herecognised hisachievements, add-
ing that his “time is going to come”.

He said: “It was crazy. Sometimes
the journey is better than the result
and it’s been a hell of a journey. I’'m
just grateful.

“I’ve got an Olympic silver medal
and how many people can say that?
I’ve been the bridesmaid a couple of
timesnow but my timeiscoming.I’m
justhappy and grateful. My family are
here.Ididn’t know theywere here so

that was a bit of a shock. I hate them
watching me and my parents don’t
really watch me asthey hate watching
me as much as I hate them watching
soit’s crazy that they came.”
Reflectingontherace,headded: “I
ran it exactly the way my coach told
me to. We knew it was going to come
downtothelast50andIthoughtIhad
it but he had an extra gear. I hit the
gear a little bit too late. As we came

up he had one step on me and that
was it. But I'm healthy. This is just
the start and time to build.”

Both Britain and France have won
49 medalsinParis, although the host
nation have 13 goldstothe British 12,
putting them in fourth place behind
the US, China and Australia.

A gold had seemed within reach
for Team GB in the velodrome ear-
lier yesterday aswell butasaddleslip

4 Team GB’s
George Mills and
Spain’s Thierry
Ndikumwenayo
@ takeatumblein

y the first round of
the 5,000m

sentthe men’s pursuit team of Ethan
Hayter, Dan Bigham, Ethan Vernon,
Charlie Tanfield and Ollie Wood off
course - and that allowed Australia
to top the podium.

Team GB had been straining to
make up 0.17sec over the final 500
metres of the 4km race when Hay-
ter appeared to touch wheels with a
team-mate and come off his saddle.

Hayter, 25, from London, said: “We
were so closeandIcould seeit. It was
nearly five laps at the end and I just
really gave too much, and my whole
body went weakandIreallystruggled
tohold myselfonthebikein the end.

“Sorry to the guys, but I think we
gave everythingand we can be proud
of that silver medal. It wasreally there
for the taking for us. We went out to
get it but just came short in the end,
soit’s a shame.

Bigham, 32, from Newcastle-
under-Lyme, suggested they had
asked too much of Hayter as anchor.
He said: “Werode the fastestride we
haveeverdoneoneveryride. We were
in the best form and the best kit, and
literally we all gave it everything.

“You are riding quicker than you
haveeverridden before,and as Ethan
said, we probably gave it that little
bit too much. We are really leaning
on him at the moment because heis
anchoring the team and he has the
legs to do it. At the end of the day,
Ethanisstillhuman...and we maybe
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A GB’s George Mills, left, confronts
France’s Hugo Hay after their heat

gave him a bit too much work to do
there.”

The cycling silver marked the
1,000th medal for Team GB at the
Olympics. British and NorthernIrish
athletes have competed at every
single Games in the modern period,
since the firstin Athens in 1896.

Britain’s Elinor Barker, Anna Mor-
ris, Jess Roberts and Josie Knight
added to the grand total by taking
a bronze in the women’s team pur-
suit, makingit four medals from four
events in the velodrome. Morris, 29,
from Cardiff, said: “It was my last
chance to take in that atmosphere of
this Games and I was already think-
ingIwanted todoitall overagainand
Ihadn’t even done my final race yet.”

Team GB’s 51-year-old skate-
boarder Andy Macdonald won over
the crowd - but not the judges - with
his outing at the skate park. The vet-
eran’s run was greeted with whoops
from the stands - especially when
he performed the signature nollie
heelflip move that he invented in
the1990s - buthis high score 0f77.66
only took him to 18th place.

George Mills will have a chance to
add to the Paris medal haul after he
wasreinstated to Saturday’s 5,000m
final. Mills had an altercation with
France’s Hugo Hay after a collision
on the final lap brought him and
three otherrunnersdown butleft the
Frenchman on hisfeet. Officials later
agreed the British runner had been
disadvantaged and put him through
to the final.

Mills, 25, said: “I think it’s pretty
clear. I got stepped out on as I was
about to kick in the home straight
and boom, the French lad took me
down.” Asked what hehad said when
he confronted Hay, he replied: “I’m
probably not allowed to say.”

There remains uncertainty over
whether the 10km swim marathons
will be raced in Paris as a result of
the level of E coli in the Seine. The
women’sraceis scheduled tostartat
7.30am today, but the swimmers will
find out whether it is going ahead at
4am. Themen’sraceisduetostartat
the same time tomorrow.

‘Bizarre’
Coca-Cola
criticised
over level
of waste

Angelique Chrisafis
Paris

The Paris Olympics promised to be
the most eco-friendly Games in his-
tory, reducing by half the amount
of single-use plastic compared with
London 2012.

But French environmental groups
have criticised what they called a
“bizarre” and “surreal” sight at cer-
tain venues’ drinks stands run by
the main sponsor, Coca-Cola. Serv-
ers can be seen filling plasticreusable,
so-called “eco-cups” from 50cl plas-
tic bottles, amassing sacks of empty
bottles for recycling.

Environmental campaigners said
millions of plasticdrink bottles being
needlessly poured into millions of
plasticcups wasadouble use of plas-
ticand amounted to “greenwashing”.

Coca-Cola, one of the world’s top
plastics producers, is the only com-
pany supplying the 18m drinks at
the Paris Olympic and Paralympic
Games, including Coke, Fanta and
Sprite, which are sold to paying spec-
tatorsand provided toathletesat the
edge of the pitch.

The company said it “supports the
Games’ ambitions to reduce single-
use plastic” and was committed to
reducingwaste. It said more than half
of its drinks at the Olympics - 9.6m
- were “without single-use plastic”
after it installed 700 soda fountains
and brought in glass bottles.

Butitadded that where soda foun-
tains could not be installed, about
6.2m drinks would be served to the
public from recycled plastic bottles
and would be poured into reusable

cups. Coca-Cola would keep the
empty plastic bottles in order to
ensure they were all recycled. It said
it could not set up soda fountains at
all Games sites because of technical
and logistical constraints.

At Games venues including the
aquatics centre, Roland Garros and
the Stade de France, when spectators
were given a plastic cup that could
be returned to reclaim a €2 (£1.70)
deposit, many were surprised to see
it filled from a small plastic bottle.

Ingrid Vanhée, from the biodiver-
sity association Noe, posted photos of
plastic cups and bottles at the Stade
de France, saying she felt spectators
were being “taken foridiots” and that
the company was trying to “win the
gold medal for greenwashing”.

The centrist MP Philippe Bolo
posted from a handball event ask-
ing why, if reusable cups were being
used, theywerenot beingfilled from
fountains.

The regional councillor and
French Green party spokesperson
Sophie Bussiere said: “This is not a
good showcase for France or Coca-
Cola. We really cannot keep ruining
magnificent moments of collective
celebration such as the Olympics
with this type of behaviour of envi-
ronmental delinquents.”

‘We cannot keep
ruining the Olympics

with this behaviour’

Sophie Bussiére
French Green party

4 A server at the
Games in Paris
fills an ‘eco-cup’
from a plastic
bottle. Green
campaigners
have criticised
the practice

as ‘surreal’
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Marine Bonavita, project leader
at the NGO Zero Waste France, said:
“Taking a plastic bottle and pouring
itintoaplasticreusablecupisnotour
vision of zero plastic ... It is not just
shocking to NGOs butto citizens, and
that’s why people are posting about
iton social media.”

Refreshments for many athletes
are served in sealed, single-use,
recycled plastic bottles to guard
against drinks being spiked. This
required an exemption on pub-
lic health grounds from France’s
anti-waste law, which bans the dis-
tribution of single-use plastic bottles
in venues open to the public.

There are about 13m reusable
plastic cups available to spectators.
Muriel Papin, of the association No
Plastic in My Sea, said it was “sur-
real” toseedrink from plastic bottles
poured into plastic cups, describing
itas “heresy, awaste of timeand two
plastics instead of one”.

She said thatbecausethereusable
cups were eye-catchingly branded
with Coca-Cola colours specifictothe
Paris Games, some spectators could
seethemascollectors’itemsand not
return them. “If people don’t give
back the reusable cups, if they take
them home and put them in a cup-
board or throw them in a bin in the
street - it’s waste,” Papin said.

At the Stade de France, several
people said they had not realised
they could return them. Others said
they would keep them as souvenirs.

Rikke, amarketing manager from
Denmark, watching the athletics,
said: “Ilike the cup’s design, I’'ve got
Hard Rock drinking glasses at home
and I’ll add this tothem.”

‘Despair’ Indian wrestler over
50kg limit by weight of banana

Ewan Murray
Paris

India’s Olympic contingent were
left devastated yesterday after one
of their marqueeathletes, the female
wrestler Vinesh Phogat, was disqual-
ified hours before her gold medal
match for exceeding the 50kg restric-
tion by theweight of a medium-sized
banana (100 grams) despitecutting off
her hairin anattemptto fight for gold.

The prime minister of India, Nar-
endra Modi, posted on social media
about his “despair” over the highly
unusual situation involving the ath-
lete, nicknamed the Lioness of India.

Phogat had been due to face Sarah
Hildebrandt of the United States in
this evening’s final. She had been
within the designated weight before

three fights on Tuesday but was
tested again yesterday morning in
accordance with competition rules.
Phogat had been running and skip-
ping overnight to lower her weight,
but failed by 100 grams.

1‘”’,»

Vinesh Phogat even
her hair to pass the test

Modi called Phogat a “champion
among champions” and “India’s
pride” in a message to the wrestler.

Abhinav Bindra, a shooter who
won India’s first individual Olympic
goldin2008, said hewas “completely
gutted”. “Sometimesyou don’t need
agold medal to bea true championto
people,” he added.

India’s chief medical officer, Dr
Dinshaw Pardiwala, said: “Wrestlers
usually participate in a weight cate-
gory less than their natural weight.
It gives them an advantage since
they are fighting with [opponents
who aren’t as strong]. The process
of weight cut involves a calculated
restriction of food and water along
with sweating from exercises and
sauna till the morning weigh-in.

“Vinesh’s nutritionist had cal-
culated this to be 1.5kg. However,
Vinesh was found to be 100g over
her 50kg weight category.”

Phogat had reduced Japanese
journalists to tears by defeating the
top seed, Yui Susaki, in the opening
round.
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‘Shocking’ rise in antisemitic
incidents in UK over past year

Harriet Sherwood

Thenumber of antisemiticincidents
in the UK more than doubled in the
first half of 2024 compared with
the same period last year, with the
rise attributed to the war in Gaza,

accordingtoaleading Jewish charity.
While 1,978 incidents wererecorded
forthefirst six monthsofthis year,in
2023 the number was 964.

The Community Security Trust
(CST), which monitors antisemitism
and provides security for Jewish
communities in Britain, called the
figuresunprecedented and shocking.

“Thisisahatred that, whiledeeply
rooted, adapts to current social, polit-
ical and cultural contexts. The most
common form of political orideolog-
ical discourse present in antisemitic
incidentsreported to CST throughout
the first half of 2024 referenced, or
was linked to, Israel, Gaza, the Hamas
terror attack or the subsequent war,
alongside anti-Jewish language or
targeting,” the CST said.

There was evidence of “political or
ideological rhetoric or motivations”
in more than seven in 10 incidents
recorded by the CST.

Many of the incidents involved
schoolchildren, school staff or school
property, and the CST also logged a
sharp rise in anti-Jewish hate inci-
dents on university campuses and
other higher education settings.

Thereport said: “One reason why
incident levels haveremained sohigh
for so long is that this war has lasted
longer than any previous conflicts
in Israel and Gaza. Images of death
and destruction have continued to
circulate in mainstream and social
media, anti-Israel protests have per-
sisted, as have vigils for the hostages

kidnapped by Hamas.” This had led to
“heightened feelings of uncertainty
and fear among Jewish people, who
know that they may become proxy
targets for hostility towards Israel”.

The CST recorded 121 incidents
of assault, an increase of 41%, while
cases of damage to Jewish property
rose by 246%.

Yvette Cooper, the homesecretary,
said: “The soaring levels of anti-
semitic hate outlined in this report
are truly appalling, and we must
never relent in our work to root out
this hatred in all its forms.”
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Warning
after surge
1IN weapon
attacks

On cats

Helena Horton
Environment reporter

Weapon attacks on cats in England
and Wales more than doubled in the
first half of this year compared with
the same period in 2023, prompting
a warning by the RSPCA about arise
in violence against animals.
Datareleased yesterday by the ani-
mal charity shows 44 cats were shot
with a weapon such as an air gun,
slingshot, catapult or crossbow from
Januaryto June 2024, compared with
18 in the same period last year.
Weapon attacks onanimalsin gen-
eral have risen, with a 23% increase
from 300in 2022 to 370 last year.

‘Unspeakably cruel’

23%

The scale of the increase in reported
weapon attacks on animals, from
300 in 2022 to 370 last year

Number of weapon attacks recorded
in Kent from 2020-23. In Greater
London the figure was 52

896

The total number of weapon attacks
on animsals recorded between 2020
and 2023

The RSPCA has advised people to
remain vigilant to such abuse, with
cases usually peaking in the sum-
mer months. The RSPCA lead wildlife
officer, Geoff Edmond, said people
often committed the acts of violence
foramusement.

“Itisunspeakably crueland totally
unacceptable to shoot animals for
‘fun’ like this - or to harm them for
target practice - but, sadly, wereceive
nearly 200 reports every year.”

Cats often sustained life-chang-
ing injuries, commonly blindness,
from being shot with a weapon and
in some cases they died.

The RSPCA has highlighted the
case of Rocket, atabby found in Not-
tinghamshire who had been shot
twicebyanairgun. Helostan eyeand
was left with life-changing injuries.

The charity said crossbow attacks
were on therise, with 11 incidentsin
2023, compared with seven in 2022,
andincidentsinvolving catapultsand
slingshots also rose, from 27 to 28.

A total of 896 weapon attacks
on animals were recorded between
2020 and 2023. The highest num-
ber of attacks was in Kent, where 61
incidents were recorded. This is fol-
lowed by Greater London with 52,and
the West Midlands and Merseyside,
which had 36 incidents each.

Edmond added: “These weapon
attacks are horrific, but what we see
is likely only the tip of the iceberg.

“While most people will be
appalled by attacking animals in
this way, sadly, the RSPCA’s expe-
rience shows that there are people
out there who are deliberately tar-
geting wildlife, petsand farm animals
with guns, catapults and crossbows.
These weapons cause horrific pain
and suffering.

“But we are doing all we can to
change things. As more and more
police forces are seeing worrying
levels of weapons-related incidents,
weare helping to develop Operation
Lakeshot, a police-led partnership
initiative initially established by
Essex police and the Metropolitan
police, which aims to tackle these
worrying crimes against wildlife.”

Recent incidents recorded by the
RSPCA team include Narla, a three-
year-old cat from Stoke on Trent,
Staffordshire, who in April was shot
in the abdomen with an air gun
and the pellet ruptured her spleen.
Thanks to expert veterinary care, she
survived her ordeal.

A foxin Chatham, Kent, had to be
euthanised after being shot with a
catapult by a group of teenagers in
May this year.

In July,adead hedgehog was found
in Newbury with a 10mm diame-
ter metal ball lodged in his skull,
suggestinghe had been targeted with
a catapult.
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Stakeknife inquiry
chief voices concern
over timing of fresh
documents from MI5

Daniel Boffey
Chief reporter

The police chief investigating mur-
dersallegedly carried out by Freddie
Scappaticci, a Britishagentin the IRA
known as Stakeknife, has expressed
alarm that hundreds of pages of files
providing “new investigative leads”
have been found by MI5 a year after
Scappaticci’s death.

Sir Iain Thomas Livingstone, a
former head of Police Scotland who
leads Operation Kenova, has written
to the Northern Ireland secretary,

Hilary Benn, to highlight the trou-
bling timing and warn that the new
intelligence raises questions about
MI5’s previous claims of knowledge
about Stakeknife.

Scappaticci, who was accused of
torturing and murdering multiple
victims while simultaneously run-
ning an IRA enforcement unit and
working for the British state in the
1980s, escaped justice when he died
in hiding last April at the age of 77.

Operation Kenova hasbeeninves-
tigating Stakeknife’s crimes for nearly
eight years and had been promised
unfettered access to intelligence by

the security services. Despite this,
aninterimreportin March by Living-
stone’s predecessor, Jon Boutcher,
had complained ofapparent attempts
by MI5 to stall the investigation.

In his letter to Benn, Livingstone
reveals hewasinformed in April that
MI5 had found fresh files relating to
Stakeknife. Furtherintelligence was
discovered in subsequent weeks and
Livingstone was told last month of
another find.

The belated disclosures come
weeks before the introduction of
the controversial Legacy Act, which
shuts down inquests and limits
investigationsrelated tothe Troubles
in Northern Ireland.

Livingstone writes to Benn: “Itis,
of course, of great concern that fur-
ther material continues to be given
to Operation Kenova by MI5 nearly
eight years after Operation Kenova
commenced; after all the DPPNI
[Director of Public Prosecutions for
NorthernIreland] determinationsin
the prosecution reports have been
made; following the publication of
the Operation Kenova interimreport;
and weeks before theintroduction of
the Northern Ireland Troubles (Leg-
acy and Reconciliation) Act 2023.”

Livingstone writes that the doc-
uments also seemingly contradict
evidence previously given by MI5
about Stakeknife, who went into hid-
ing after his identity was revealed in
2003 by the media. Livingstone
writes: “From the due diligence

A Freddie Scappaticci was a British
agent in the IRA known as Stakeknife

‘The files contain
material which

appears to point
to new leads’

SirIain Thomas
Livingstone

carried out, our initial assessment is
that the files received from MI5 con-
tain significant new material which
appears topoint tonew investigative
leads not previously known.”

He concedes the material “does
not indicate further murders of
individuals that involved the agent
Stakeknife” but adds that it “does
appear to cast doubt on some of the
documents and witness evidence
obtained by Kenova and some state-
ments made in the interim report”.

The interim Kenova report exam-
ined 101 murders associated with the
IRA’s “nutting squad”, responsible
forinterrogatingand torturing those
suspected of passing information to
the security services. Sources close
to the investigation said Stakeknife
could be personallylinked to atleast
14 murders and 15 abductions.

Operation Kenova has cost £40m
but has not resulted in a single
prosecution despite multiple rec-
ommendations to the prosecution
servicein Northern Ireland. Itis pro-
hibited from naming Scappaticci as
Stakeknife due to a government pol-
icy but a request has been made to
make a formal identification in its
final report, due before spring.

Radar network
to protect UK
from ‘space
warfare’ to be
built in Wales

Jessica Elgot
Hannah Devlin

Plans foranetwork of radars tracking
deep space activity to help protect
the UK from “space warfare” are to
go ahead in Pembrokeshire, despite
the opposition oflocal campaigners.

The27radardishesplannedforthe
StDavids peninsula will be20 metres
high and able to track objectsas small
as afootball,and will be part of a net-
work planned around the globe.

The Deep Space Advanced Radar
Capability (Darc) will be developed
at Cawdor barracks by the Minis-
try of Defence (MoD). The plans are
part of the Aukus defence partnership
between the UK, USand Australiaand
will involve a network of ground-
basedradarsin all three countries to
monitor, track and identify objects
more than 22,000 miles from Earth.

John Healey, the defence sec-
retary, said there would be local
consultation on the plans but that
theywould securejobs and were cru-
cial for future defence.

“Space plays a crucial role in our
daily lives - from our mobile phones
to banking services,” he said. “Itis
also used by UK defence to conduct
vital tasks such as supporting mil-
itary operations, navigating forces
and gatheringintelligence.”

Healey added: “This new radar
programme will not only enhance
ourawarenessof deep spacebutalso
help protect our space assets along-
side our closest partners.”

A Theinstallation of 26 radar
dishes is planned on the St Davids
peninsula in Pembrokeshire
PHOTOGRAPH: DREW BUCKLEY/ALAMY

Space is an emerging frontier for
warfareinaworld thatisincreasingly
dependent on satellite technology.

“Thisisabigdealinthesensethat
we don’t have enough space domain
awareness,” said Dr Mark Hilborne,
wholeadsthespace securityresearch
group at King’s College London.
“There is a concern about increas-
ing military activity and increasing
belligerencein space. We need more
eyes on the sky.”

Darc’sreach matchesthedistance
of geostationary orbit rather than
being deep space. It is designed to
provide more detailed intelligence
about the nature and activity of
satellites, which are projected to
increase in number from about 9,000
this year to 60,000 by 2030, with
applications including telecommu-
nications, GPS, weather forecasting
and military surveillance.

“You don’t always know what’s
on board a satellite or what its oper-
ators’ intentions are, and whether
they are malevolent or worrying,”
said Hilborne.

Earlier this year, the Pentagon

accused Russia oflaunchinga “coun-
ter space weapon” that was seen
stalking a US government satellite.
Inanotherinstance, a “Russian doll”
satellite released a second smaller
satellitethatlaunched a projectilein
a presumed demonstration of anti-
satellite capabilities.

There also have been increasing
instances of GPS and communica-
tions satellites being electronically
jammed and the use of lasers to
temporarily “dazzle” satellites’
optical sensors.

“Those kinds of subthreshold
activitiesare happeningall the time,”
said Hilborne.

The radar system is expected to
be operational by 2030 and work can
starttoredevelopthesite oncesafety
requirements and environmental
impact assessments are submitted.

Cawdor barracks is home to a
British amy signals regiment that is
due to relocate from 2028, and the
MoD said plans toredevelop the site
fortheradar station would secure at
least 100 jobs.

However, local residentslaunched
a campaign in May calling the Darc
project “one of the most health-haz-
ardous, tourism-ruining, skyline
blighting military installations ever
proposed anywhere in the UK”.
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Prospective
homebuyers
focus more
on beds
than boilers

Mahika Ravi Shankar

A fifth of homebuyers spend less
than 20 minutes looking at a home
before deciding to make an offer, with
viewers more likely to focus on art-
works and furniture than structural
features, research suggests.

Theaverage timelookingarounda
property before settling on buyingit
wasabout49minutes,accordingtoa
survey of people who have attended
viewings in the past five years.

With the latest data from Halifax
released yesterday putting the aver-
age UK property price tagat£291,268,
that equates to just under £6,000 a
minute of deciding time.

Of the 2,000 people polled, 28%
had only visited a property once

| National

Average time, in minutes, spent
looking around a property before
deciding to buy it
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28%

Proportion of 2,000 people
surveyed who visited a property
only once before putting in an offer

> A(‘-.:-;.A-‘(l‘ - ....' .’ 'hc
P L RS e

before putting in an offer, with the
number of viewings averaging 2.1.

Impermanent, cosmetic features
appear to draw just as much - if not
more - attention than home essen-
tials. A quarter of peopleadmitted to
lookingat pictures of the family who
were living in the property, while a
similar proportion (24%) check out
their home tech.

Nearly two-fifths (37%) admire
their furniture and oneinseven (14%)
go as far as to peek into drawers and

d Heatmaps
show which
elements in
aroom got

the most
attention, with
househunters
who wore eye-
tracking glasses
focusing more
on paintings and
mirrors than
ceilings and
floors
PHOTOGRAPH:ZOOPLA

cabinets. Onein eight (13%) test how
comfortable the owner’sbed and sofa
are, according to the poll carried out
for the property website Zoopla by
Mortar Research in June.

That findingis backed up by sepa-
rate research by Zoopla, which used
eye-tracking glasses to record what
five homebuyers werereallylooking
at while viewing a house.

Rather than structural, practical
elements, the viewers were drawn to
theornamental aspectsofa property

- often items that would not be there
when the next occupants moved in.

Mirrors, plants and pictures got
more attention than flooring, walls
and features, the heatmaps showed.

Some of the most gazed-at items
were decorative, such as paintings in
thediningroom and bedrooms, orthe
residents’ possessionsincluding cos-
metics or hand soaps.

In the hallway, more time was
spent looking at coat racks, rugs and
ornaments than the ceiling, flooring,
radiator and walls. According to the
survey, justhalf of prospective buyers
checked the condition oftheboilerin
a new property. Fewer checked the
water pressure (25%), wifl strength
(24%), attic (23%) or cellar (19%)).

Damp can cause major, even dan-
gerous,issues further down theline,
but 38% of buyers did not check for
it, and 58% said they had failed to
check for condensation. This is cor-
roborated by the eye-tracking results
in the bathroom and shower.

The ceiling, which ismost proneto
dampand condensation, was looked
at for the lowest proportion of time -
3%, Or just 0.34 seconds.

Daniel Copley, a consumer expert
at Zoopla, said it was important for
homebuyers, about to embark on
the most expensive purchase many
will ever make, tobe fully informed.
“It’s crucial to inspect all elements,
in order to save yourself time and
money further down theline.”
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makes most of sublime setting

Fiddler on the Roof
Regent's Park Open Air theatre,

London
. 0. 0.0.0.1

Mark Lawson

y starting Fiddler on
the Roof at 7.45pm,
Jordan Fein’s revival
contrived that Sunrise,
Sunset - the musical’s
devastating lament for
the speed of spent life - was sung as
darkness fell on Regent’s Park. Only
outdoor theatre could contrive
such a sublime effect.
But there are other benefits.
Trevor Nunn’s memorable 2018

version used the tight confines
of the Menier Chocolate Factory
to emphasise the cheek-by-jowl
poverty and claustrophobia of
the Anatevka shtetl in 1905, while
Fein uses his venue to emphasise
the community’s vulnerability
- literally with no roof over their
heads and surrounded by woods
from which the Russian tsar’s
pogrom police suddenly appear.
Where Nunn emphasised
tragedy, Fein foregrounds comedy,
setting the piecein the tradition
of deflective Jewish humour from
Sholem Aleichem (Fiddler’s source
author) to Mel Brooks. Tevye’s
Dream, in which the milkman
father of five daughters resurrects
his late mother-in-law to break a
wedding bargain, is played as farce
(choreography by Julia Cheng).

As Tevye, Broadway import
Adam Dannheisser perfectly times
the one-liners (“Am I gonna have
another dream?” when another
filial match unravels) but also
conveys the character’s deep
faith:in If I Were a Rich Man, the
true bonus of wealth is more time
for synagogue. Lara Pulver as his
wife, Golde, radiates the brains
and determination - a 60-year-old
show about marrying off daughters
is surprisingly feminist - that have
made an arranged marriage in
extreme poverty work.

Fein (who revolutionised
Oklahomal! at the Young Vic) and
musical supervisor Mark Aspinall
subtly tweak the soundscape. The
title character, thrillingly fiddled
by Raphael Papo, shadows Tevye,
duetting and adding cadenzas. The

4 The outdoor
setting for
Jordan Fein’s
production
emphasises the
community’s
vulnerability
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show’s final notes are a surprise,
throwing the action forwards.

As score and text, Fiddleris not,
for me, quite the equal of two other
Broadway classics simultaneously
available in London: Guys &Dolls
(at the Bridge) and Kiss Me, Kate
(at the Barbican). Some of their
best songs come after the interval,
while Fiddler frontloads its
showstoppers. But the work always
soars in performance and this
version demonstrates its depth.

The theatre has employed extra
security owing to pro-Palestinian
protests. Beyond the horror
of creatives being targeted for
assumed affiliations, the reaction
misrepresents the piece.

It was written in 1964 to reflect
the Holocaust through an earlier
persecution. But later productions,
including this one, invite the
audience to see the chorale,
Anatevka - spine-tinglingly sung
here by two dozen cast members
with the cohesion of areal
community - as a broader reflection
of displacement and refugee status.

A Amanda Abbmgton as a mother
whose daughter has been raped

Theatre

Flawed but vital

memoir of a

Until 21 September

Fringe Raw and radical one-woman

show brings a country great to life

June Carter Cash: The
Woman, Her Music and Me

Summerhall Edinburgh
1. 0. 0. $X¢

Mark Fisher

The most powerful country songs
are those written from the heart. In
the words of Harlan Howard, it is
about “three chords and the truth”.
Actor Charlene Boyd has applied
the same principle to her bold and

exposing one-woman play.

It is less a show about June Carter
Cash than a show about making a
show about the feted singer.

Spiked with political rage, it is
a story of Boyd finding common
voice with the woman who
co-wrote Ring of Fire only to be
eclipsed in fame by her husband
Johnny Cash and repeatedly
sidelined by a sexist industry.

The play begins like a tribute
act as Boyd prowls the cabaret
tables with big hair, long dress and
Appalachian accent. But thisis a
play started in lockdown when

Boyd was newly divorced and
feeling amother’s guilt, and it is not
long before the actorlooks behind
the singer’s cornball comedy act at
the Grand Ole Opry to find a woman
of resilience and creativity.
“Anyone can write a life of June
Carter Cash,” the singer’s daughter
Carlene tells Boyd when she meets

A Charlene Boyd brzngs out June
Carter Cash’s strength and creativity

her on a10-day American odyssey.

“But only you can write about
why this story matters to you.”

In Cora Bissett’s inventive
production for the National Theatre
of Scotland and Grid Iron, on an
expansive set by Shona Reppe
that is half dressing room, half
Nashville stage, it is advice Boyd
accepts wholeheartedly. She is not
above joining her three-piece band
on I Walk the Line, but the show’s
tremendous emotive power comes
from her willingness to talk about
class, money, insecurity, misogyny
and motherhood directly.

Far from fan worship, thisis an
act of artistic connection - raw,
radical and revealing.

real-life trauma

When It Happens to You

Parktheatre, London

). 0 . OAGASKe

Chris Wiegand
hen her
daughter was
raped, the
novelist Tawni
O’Dell felt that
her maternal

promise to protect her had been
broken. In the following months,
their relationship deteriorated as
each attempted to find their own
way through trauma. O’Dell wrote
the “theatrical memoir” as part of
that process and performed in its
off-Broadway production in 2019.

In the European premiere,
Amanda Abbington takes the role
of the mother, Tara, and Rosie Day
is the daughter, Esme. A stylised
and erratic opening sequence
establishes a pattern of flashing
back and forward so the raw
anguish of events in the moment is
tempered by areflective tone.

At its most powerful, the play
captures a gulf of disconnection
between parent and child. O’Dell
focuses on the mother and
daughter but alsoincludes Esme’s
brother Connor (Miles Molan) and
supporting roles (Tok Stephen), all
four actors ever-present on stage.

There is a stream of humour,
bringing a verisimilitude of the fun
and levity in family dynamics, but
a crucial, palpable sense of familial
bondsis absent. Thereis alsotoo
much thinly sketched plot and
some needless peripheral roles.

Zahra Mansouri’s set establishes
urban anonymity and the freezing
effect of shock. JezBond’s
90-minute production has the pace
of a thriller, with abrupt switches in
Sherry Coenen’s lighting and jagged
bursts of sound by Melanie Wilson.
It can all distract from the script.

Yet the play foregro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>