






The Prime Minister of 
Vietnam Pham Minh 
Chinh visited India and 
met Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on 1 August.  
Modi iterated that Vietnam is a 
powerful pillar of India’s Act 
East policy. Though the event 
was mentioned in the media, 
there was not much comment 
or analysis.   

India shares civilizational 
and cultural linkages with Viet-
nam. People of India hold Viet-
nam and Vietnamese people in 
very high esteem for their tenac-
ity and heroic struggle against 
imperialism and colonialism.  

 The strategic bonding bet -
ween India and Vietnam can be 
seen through the prism of In -
dia’s protracted struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism.  
There is a very high degree of 
em pathy, notwithstanding ide-
ological differences.  

Vietnamese leaders like  
Ho Chi Minh and General Giap 
are household names to people 
of India who grew up during  
the tu multuous years of Viet-
nam’s protracted struggle. The 
aim of this article is to put the 
relationship in the historical 
perspective. 

Even prior to her Independ-
ence, India had been paying 
careful attention to the develop-
ments in Indo-China in which 
Vietnam occupied the most crit-
ical space. India's anti-colonial 
and anti-imperialist stance res-
onated in its engagement with 
Vietnam.  

India's eagerness to engage 
with Indo-China can be dis-
cerned from the fact that it invit-
ed the leaders of Vietnam 
including the legendary Ho Chi 
Minh to represent the country 
at the Asian Relations Confer-
ence held in April 1947, ahead 
of Independence on 15 August.  
India took  interest in the unfol -
ding grim situation in Indo-
China particularly the heroic 
fight of the Vietnamese people 
against French colonialism.  

Jawaharlal Nehru articulat-
ed India's nuanced position in 
Parliament. The larger consider-
ations were four: the communist 

character of the Vietminh lead-
ership; the continued French 
colonial outposts in India; the 
emergence of communist China 
that bordered the communist-
led part of Vietnam, and the fact 
that at the time France was with 
Britain, the chief source of wea -
pons supply to India. 

The Geneva Conference on 
Indo-China took place from 9 
May to 21 July 1954, a day after 
the decisive defeat of the Fre -
nch. The new French Premier 
Mendes France realised that 
France could no 
longer hold Indo-
China in bondage.  

Britain and 
USSR played the 
role of catalytic 
agents and over-
came the opposi-
tion of US secre-
tary of State John 
Foster Dulles. Chi-
nese Premier Zhou 
Enlai stole the 
limelight at the 
Conference.  

 In spite of 
India's significant 
role, India was not 
invited to the Con-
ference, which 
peev ed Nehru. He, 
however, deputed 
his confidant Kris hna Menon to 
render informal assistance to 
the Conference. Nehru la -
mented that “we didn’t stand on 
di gnity, we just stood on the 
doorstep and tried to be help-
ful”. 

A significant contribution 
made by Zhou Enlai during the 
Conference was the proposal for 
the composition of the Interna-
tional Commission for Supervi-
sion and Control (ICSC) in Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam.  

The issue had become a 
sticky one since the Russian For-
eign Minister Molotov had rais -
ed it earlier on 14 May 1954. In -
dia was invited to be the Chair-
man of the ICSC in the hope that 
she would be able to hold the 
balance. The Soviet delegation 
proposed four neutral nations as 
members, viz. Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, India and Pakistan. But 

the non-Communists were 
opposed to it. 

The British Foreign Secre-
tary Anthony Eden suggested 
five Colombo Plan nations, 
which Moscow’s interlocutor 
Molotov rejected.  

South Vietnam suggested 
the United Nations, which Com-
munist China rejected. Both 
sides eloquently and stubbornly 
disagreed with each other.  

Until 17 July, no agreement 
was rea ch ed, and a solution 
seemed elusive. On 18 July, 

however, Zhou 
En lai proposed 
India, Poland and 
Canada as mem-
bers. The proposal 
was accepted un -
animously. In ne -
gotiating the pro-
posal, the Chinese 
delegation acted 
in the sense of 
compromise. This 
was obviously 
Zhou Enlai's stand 
in Geneva, a posi-
tion which the 
Chinese strongly 
urged other par-
ticipants to share.

The Geneva 
Accords were the 
ray of hope in the 

dark clouds that overshadowed 
the Conference. The presence of 
ICSC represented the interest of 
the international community 
and was a symbol, albeit a weak 
one, of peace.  

But the International Com-
mission was soon inflicted with 
the atmosphere of the Cold War 
that prevailed between the Great 
Power blocs. Canada usually 
took a pro-Western stance while 
Poland adopted a pro-Soviet 
posture. India's task as the chair 
was unenviable. Pressure from 
all sides was mounted to use the 
Commission as a tool for one 
side or the other and for pro -
paga ting the Cold War. India 
appoi nted T.N. Kaul, former 
Foreign Se cretary as the Chair-
man of ICSC. When Kaul met 
Nehru prior to his departure to
Vietnam, the PM told Kaul about
India's close ties with the coun-

tries of Indo-China.  
He emphasised the fact that 

the people of Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia were first and 
last, nationalists and patriots. 
Vietnam had resisted feudal 
China's domination for more 
than one thousand years.  

He further told Kaul that 
under Ho Chi Minh's leader-
ship, Vietnam would not submit 
to foreign domination.  

Nehru warned Kaul that 
India's position as Chairman of 
the ICSC was important and del-
icate and that he hoped Kaul 
would discharge the onerous 
responsibilities impartially, in 
accordance with the letter and 
spirit of the Geneva Accords. 

India welcomed the birth of 
Vietnam as an aspect of the 
resurgence of Asia and also the 
Geneva Accords.  

Participating in a discussion 
on the Demands for Grants of 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
on 31 March 1955, ahead of the 
Bandung Conference, Nehru 
said, “it had become a regular 
practice for the affairs of Asia to 
be determined by certain great 
powers in Europe or sometimes 
in America, and the fact that 
people of Asia might have any 
views about those subjects was 
not considered a matter of very 
great importance. It is true that 
some importance is attached to 
those views now ,because they 
cannot be ignored; nevertheless, 
it seems to be the high privilege 
of countries outside Asia to carry 
the burden of Asia on their 
shoulders,  and repeatedly thin -
gs happen and decisions are 
made affecting Asia in which 
Asia has little say.” 

India viewed the birth and 
liberation of Vietnam in the larg-
er context of freedom and peace 
for the people of Asia and Africa. 
Nehru added, “.. Freedom for 
them (people of Asia) is much 
more important than to those 
who have been used to freedom 
for a long time. Therefore, there 
is the passionate desire for pea -
ce and opportunity for progress 
in these countries and that is a 
common bond.” 

(To be Continued.)

 

The applause audiences have 
given the Chinese swimmers at 
the Paris Olympics for their 
good performance that won

their country 12 medals as of Tuesday 
belies the China-bashing smears by 
some from the United States. 

It is the splendid efforts of the Chi-
nese swimmers that have prompted 
those with a political intent to leave no 
stone unturned in their dirty trick of 
tirelessly fabricating a dope scandal to 
stigmatize the Chinese athletes. 

After 19-year-old Chinese swim-
mer Pan Zhanle set a new world record 
of 46.40 seconds when he stormed to 
victory in the men's 100m freestyle final 
on Wednesday last week, eclipsing his 
own previous record of 46.80 seconds 
set in Doha in February, those China 
besmirchers alleged his achievement 
was "inhuman" and could only be 
explained by doping, despite Pan hav-
ing a clean record in that regard. Yet 
when a US swimmer performs “inhu-
manly”, they call him “a flying fish”. 

And after China clinched its second 
swimming gold of the Paris Games by 
winning the men's 4x100m medley 
relay final on Sunday, ending the US' 
run of 10 successive gold medals in this 
event dating back to the Los Angeles 
1984 Games, exactly the same group of 
people raised their voices again to claim 
the Chinese win was only achieved by 
doping. According to World Aquatics, 
the sport's governing body, the 31 ath-
letes of the Chinese swimming team 

underwent the most intensive testing, 
with each person being tested an aver-
age 21 times this year before the Paris 
Olympics started last month, while the 
personal average number of times of 
testing for all the swimmers taking part 
in the Games during the same period 
of time was 3.4.  

The frequent testing was still inten-
sively carried out after the Chinese 
swimming team reached Paris. Within 
the first 10 days of their arrival, the Chi-
nese athletes had been checked by the 
World Anti-Doing Agency nearly 200 
times, which means each person had 
been tested five to seven times on aver-
age a day during this period, with the 
first test at 6 am and the last one nountil 
midnight in some cases. 

That WADA has not found any 
problem with the Chinese swimmers 
has even become an excuse for some in 
the US, including the United States 
Anti-Doping Agency and some media 
outlets, to openly doubt its integrity and 
professionalism, which WADA firmly 
rebutted, saying that the US is trying to 
politicize the anti-doping cause and 
introduce its geopolitical schemes into 
the Olympics. 

Shortly before the opening of the 
Paris Olympics, bipartisan House Ener-
gy and Commerce Committee leaders 
even required WADA President Witold 
Banka to attend a hearing of the com-
mittee on its probe into the WADA's 
testings of Chinese swimmers. That was 
understandably refused by the latter, 
who claimed, instead, that the organi-
zation plans to review the US' Rod-
chenkov Anti-Doping Act to ensure it 
complies with the rules of the regulatory 
body, noting "The United States cannot 
give themselves the right to investigate 
anti-doi0g cases in all countries in the 
world."  The bill gives USADA and the 
US Department of Justice broad pow-
ers, including requiring international 
sports organizations to share investiga-
tive information and even allowing US 
judicial agencies to conduct cross-bor-
der investigations into overseas indi-
viduals and organizations. 
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On the Edge 

The spectre of a full-scale conflict involving Iran and 
Israel, bolstered by the former’s network of regional 
allies, casts a long shadow over West Asia. This 

potential conflagration, fuelled not just by the recent 
assassination of Hamas’s leader but also by long standing 
geo-political and religious tensions, underscores the pre-
cariousness of the region’s stability. The possibility of an 
Iranian-led attack against Israel, leveraging its extensive 
support to regional militias, is not just a military scenario 
but a strategic chess move with profound implications for 
international security. Iran’s strategy of arming and sup-
porting proxy militias is deeply rooted in its post-1979 
revolution history. Faced with international isolation and 
sanctions, Iran turned to asymmetric warfare, establishing 
alliances with non-state actors across West Asia. This net-
work includes Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Popular Mobil-
isation Forces in Iraq, Hamas and Islamic Jihad in Gaza, 
and the Houthis in Yemen. These groups serve as force 
multipliers, extending Iran’s reach and influence far 
beyond its borders. A potential Iranian assault on Israel 
would likely be multi-pronged. This could include a bar-
rage of drones, cruise missiles, and ballistic missiles, akin 
to the April attack following Israeli strikes on Iranian assets 
in Syria. Hezbollah’s involvement would add another layer 
of complexity, with its formidable arsenal of rockets and 
missiles posing a significant threat to Israeli cities and 
infrastructure. The sheer volume of firepower from mul-
tiple fronts could strain Israel’s sophisticated air defence 
systems, including the Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and 
Arrow systems. 

The implications of such a conflict are far-reaching. 
For Israel, the immediate concern would be the defence 
of its territory and population. The nation has proven its 
resilience and military prowess in numerous conflicts, but 
a coordinated assault from various directions would pres-
ent unprecedented challenges. Casualties and infrastruc-
ture damage could be severe, testing the resolve and re -
sources of the Israeli Defense Forces and the broader 
Israeli society. For Iran, the stakes are equally high. Engag-
ing in direct conflict with Israel, particularly with the 
involvement of its proxy forces, risks provoking a broader 
regional war. The United States, a staunch ally of Israel, 
would likely be drawn into the conflict, escalating it to an 
international level.  

The broader West Asian region would also be affected. 
Countries like Lebanon, Iraq, and Yemen, already grap-
pling with internal conflicts and instability, could see these 
issues exacerbated by a wider regional war. The humani-
tarian toll could be devastating, with civilian populations 
bearing the brunt of the violence. The potential for esca-
lation underscores the urgent need for diplomatic efforts 
to de-escalate tensions. Regional and international actors 
must prioritise dialogue and conflict resolution to prevent 
a catastrophic war. The international community, partic-
ularly influential players like the United States, the Euro-
pean Union, and Russia, must engage pro actively to medi-
ate and reduce the risk of conflict. The costs of inaction 
are too high, not just for the directly in volved countries 
but for global stability and security. 

 

Running mate 

The debut rally of US Vice President Kamala Harris 
and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz as the Demo-
cratic presidential and vice-presidential candidates 

respectively marks a pivotal moment in American politics. 
As they embark on their campaign tour, the dynamic 
between Ms Harris’s established political clout and Mr
Walz’s fresh, progressive perspective is set to redefine the 
Democratic platform and potentially the future of the 
country. Ms Harris’s decision to select Mr Walz as her run-
ning mate was a strategic move that speaks volumes about 
her campaign’s direction and values. Mr Walz, with his 
ex  tensive background in public service, education, and 
military, embodies a blend of experience and relatability. 
His career, from a high school social studies teacher to a 
governor, resonates with the desire of everyday Americans 
for leaders who understand their struggles and aspirations. 
In Philadelphia, Mr Walz’s speech underscored his com-
mitment to the common good, a theme that has been cen-
tral to his political journey. His focus on progressive poli-
cies, such as free school meals and climate action, aligns 
with the growing demand for substantial reforms that 
address economic inequality and environmental sustain-
ability. These issues are particularly pertinent in a post-
pandemic America, where disparities have been exacer-
bated, and climate change continues to pose an existential 
threat. Mr Walz’s ability to connect with rural, white vot-
ers, a demographic that has increasingly leaned Republi-
can, adds a significant advantage to the Harris campaign. 
His folksy demeanour and genuine storytelling contrast 
sharply with the often polarising rhetoric seen in American 
politics. This authenticity could be crucial in bridging the 
divide that has plagued American society, fostering a sense 
of unity and common purpose. 

The Harris-Walz ticket also presents a robust counter-
narrative to Republican nominees Donald Trump and his 
running mate JD Vance. Mr Walz’s critique of Mr Trump’s 
presidency ~ highlighting mishandling of the Covid crisis, 
economic downturn, and rising crime rates ~ offers a stark 
reminder of the stakes in this election. His condemnation 
of the restrictions on women’s reproductive rights further 
solidifies his and Ms Harris’s commitment to protecting 
personal freedoms and promoting social justice. However, 
the challenges ahead are formidable. The Republicans have 
already begun framing the Harris-Walz duo as radical left-
ists, a narrative that will undoubtedly intensify as the cam-
paign progresses. Overcoming this portrayal requires not 
just defensive rebuttals but a proactive demonstration of 
pragmatic policies and achievable goals. The Democrats 
must articulate a vision that transcends partisan lines, 
appealing to both their base and the undecided voters who 
will be crucial in swing states. Moreover, Ms Harris’s cam-
paign must navigate the intricacies of coalition-building 
within the Democratic Party itself. Selecting Mr Walz over 
other potential candidates, like Pennsylvania Governor Josh 
Shapiro, indicates a preference for a broader, more inclu-
sive appeal rather than catering to specific factions. This 
decision, while potentially contentious, underscores a 
strategic long-term vision aimed at unifying diverse voter 
blocs under a common agenda. 
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India shares civilizational and cultural linkages with Vietnam. People of India hold 

Vietnam and Vietnamese people in very high esteem for their tenacity and heroic 

struggle against imperialism and colonialism. The strategic bonding between India 

and Vietnam can be seen through the prism of India's protracted struggle against 

colonialism and imperialism.  There is a very high degree of empathy, notwithstanding 

ideological differences 

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR,  The fast unfolding develop-
ments in Bangladesh are doubtless 
a ‘major diplomatic challenge for 
India’ (Aug, 7). What started off as 
a student agitation against a quota 
system for jobs introd uced by the 
government  ap pears to have been 
hijacked by fundamentalist ele-
ments, snowballing into an anti-
establishment agitation, catching 
the government and its security 
agencies un awares. Causing large 
scale loss of lives and destruction 
of properties, the upheaval has 
forced Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na to flee the country.  

The illustrious daughter of 
Banghabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman might have ruled the 
nation in an autocratic fashion, 
during her 15-year tenure, but she 
did a great job of growing the 
nation’s economy, besides up -
holding secularism, while keeping 
in check the fundamentalist forces.  

In retrospect, it is clear that 
her political opponents were only 
waiting for an opportune mo ment 
to strike at and topple her govern-
ment, by letting loose unprece-

dented violence.  
The situation is fraught with 

grave consequences not only for 
Bangladesh, but also for India, 
which has always played an 
important role in its affairs, right 
from its birth.  

Any unchecked violence, 
especially against Hindu minori-
ties in that country may have con-

sequences in India, instigating the 
right wing groups here into retal-
iatory attacks, disturbing the pre-
vailing peace here.  

Further, having one more 
hostile neighbour is not in India’s 
interests. Also, the continuation of 
violence and unrest may cause 
flight of capital, discouraging 
investors, impacting the small 
nation’s economy, besides increas-
ing the possibility of illegal immi-
gration into India, already a sore 
point between the two states. Con-

sidering all this, India needs to act 
with alacrity and prevent its east-
ern neighbour from sliding further 
into anarchy.  

Yours, etc., V. Jayaraman, 
Chennai, 7 August. 

 

NOT JUST QUOTAS 

SIR,  I refer to your editorial, “Tar-
geted quotas”. The Supreme 
Court’s decision to direct govern-
ments to provide separate quotas 
for extremely backward people 
within the SC-ST category has the 
potential to bring about significant 
changes in Indian society.  

This move aims to ensure that 
the most marginalised within these 
already disadvantaged groups 
receive adequate representation 
and opportunities. By advocating 
for logical and scientific criteria to 
determine these quotas, the Court 
emphasises a methodical 
approach to social justice, placing 
the responsibility on the govern-
ment to implement these meas-
ures fairly and transparently. 

However, the risk of politici-
sation looms large. Politicians 
might manipulate the allocation of 
benefits to maintain their vote 
banks, potentially reducing advan-

tages for certain sub-castes. This 
could undermine the objective of 
the Court's decision, perpetuating 
existing inequalities rather than 
addressing them. 

Additionally, this decision 
might spark demands for further 
caste enumeration and classifica-
tion among backward classes, 
which could intensify societal divi-
sions and animosities. Such clas-
sification could lead to increased 
competition among various sub-
groups, creating further discord. 

Moreover, with government 
jobs constituting only 2.8 per cent 
of the total employment opportu-
nities, relying solely on quotas is 
insufficient to uplift Scheduled 
Castes and Tribes.  

There needs to be a broader 
strategy that inclu des education, 
skill development, and economic 
opportunities to ensure compre-
hensive development and emp -
owerment of these communities.  

Quotas should be part of a 
larger framework of affirmative 
action and social welfare policies 
designed to address the root causes 
of inequality and marginalisation. 

Yours, etc.,  
Amarjeet Kumar, 

Hazaribagh, 4 August.

India  must  act 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RUP NARAYAN 
DAS

 The writer is a former senior 
fellow of Indian Council of 
Social Science Research,     

affiliated to Indian Institute of 
Public Administration, and also 

a former senior fellow of 
Manohar Parrikar Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 

New Delhi 

US' nasty     
doping smears 
only sully itself

IGNORANT 

SIR, Defacing the statue of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father 
of Bangladesh, is not just an act of vandalism, it is an attempt to 
erase history and disrespect the legacy of a leader who played a 
pivotal role in the creation of the country. Such actions reflect 
profound ignorance and a dangerous desire to rewrite the past 
to fit certain narratives.  

Those who seek to erase the name of their nation’s founding 
father are essentially disowning their heritage and identity. It is 
crucial for a nation to honor and remember its roots to build a 
unified and informed future.  

Disrespecting Sheikh Mujib's memory undermines the sac-
rifices made for independence and reveals a disturbing disregard 
for the truth. The actions of these individuals must be con-
demned and countered with a commitment to preserving his-
torical integrity. 

Yours, etc., Sukanta Mandal, Malda, 7 August.  

India and Vietnam~I 



MANY of the tragic incidents on the 
Frontier arise out of attempts to storm a 
watch-tower held by a few fanatical 
Pathans. These towers, built of mud 
many feet thick, are impervious to bullets 
and shrapnel, and can only be demol-
ished by the use of explosives laid at the 
base or by common shell, the manufac-
ture, of which has been almost aban-
doned. A few years before the late War, 
we lost five officers and nearly forty men 
in an attack upon one of these towers, 
held by half-a-dozen Pathans who could 
not be dislodged by the means at the 
command of the regiment sent out to 
capture them. The story from Tochi fol-
lows similar lines, except that in this case 
the two khassadars who seized the tower 
were effectually disposed of by what the 
Simla telegram calls" a small fifteen 
pounder." 

VIGOROUS IN 
NORTH-WEST INDIA 
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 

THE rainfall for the week ending July 
30 was scanty in Madras, South- East 
Madras, Deccan, the Bay Inlands, Orissa, 
United Provinces, East Konkan, and 
Hyderabad South; Normal in Upper 
Burma, Assam, Bengal, Bihar, United 
Provinces, West Sind, Central India, East 
Central Provinces, East Bombay, Deccan, 
Hyderabad North, Mysore and the Madras 
coast, north. Excess elsewhere. The mon-
soon was vigorous in North-west India. 

RIVERS SUBSIDING 

MYSORE 
GOVERNMENT 
RELIEF MEASURES 

REPORTS from the affected areas 
indicate that the floods are subsiding 
everywhere. Kannambady discharge over 
the dam has fallen from 18 to 8 feet. The 
Government has ordered a free supply of 
timber from the forests to those rendered 
homeless. Relief parties with food are vis-
iting several of the affected areas. It 
reported that Sivasamudram bridge has 
been completely washed away 

APPEAL FOR FUNDS 
To relieve the widespread distress 

caused by the floods, the local press is 
making a unanimous appeal for funds. 
"The task of relief is one far beyond local 
resources," says one paper. "Outside help 
is urgently needed if famine and starvation 
are not to be added the horrors caused by 
the floods. In this work of relieving distress 
all lndia should play a part."  

SITUATION IN MYSORE 

KRISHNARAJASAGARA 
REPORTED SAFE 

A PRESS communique issued by the 
Government of Mysore, reviewing the 
flood situation in the State, Says that the 
reports from various districts confirm the 
hope entertained yesterday that the floods 
were subsiding in all districts. Reports 
from Sivasamudram are assuring and 
Krishnarajasagara dam is reported safe. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Shi-
moga reports that the statement made in 
yesterday's communique that the bridge 
near Charadi has been washed away is 
inaccurate and that it was only a small 
culvert near the bridge which was washed 
away. The Deputy Commissioner has 
been requested to organize relief parties 
immediately, consisting of a Revenue 
Sub-Division Officer, an Assistant Engi-
neer, an Amildar. a Police Inspector, and 
612 coolies in each affected district with 
a view to afford immediate relief to those 
who have had to abandon their houses. 

A feature in connection with the 
distress in Mysore is the prompt help 
rendered by non-officials. 

TO PREVENT WARS 

GERMAN 
SUGGESTIONS TO 
THE LEAGUE 

THE Government has informed the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations of its 
disagreement with the Mutual Guarantee 
Pact as ill-fitted to secure universal security 
and limitation of armaments. It is pointed 
out that a totally disarmed Germany would 
be in an impossible position. 

The German Government has sub-
mitted the alternative suggestions that 
instead of piling up treaties and agree-
ments subsidiary to the Covenant, the 
latter itself should be more thoroughly 
developed, that the violent settlement 
of disputes should be prohibited, that 
an Arbitration Court for political dis-
putes should be instituted, and espe-
cially that disarmament should be com-
pulsory for all States. 

The Note adds that Germany will 
then be ready to enter the society of 
nations to co-operate in the preserva-
tion of peace. 
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100 YEARS AGO

NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS 
 

1/4  Cause of 3,18, it�s been 

claimed � crass! Please go 

for treatment (5,6) 

10  Rector charging hundred 

for rent (4) 

11  City junior left out what 

crook might be doing with 

money (10) 

12  Has to move a long way 

back for descendants of 

Muhammad (6) 

13  Cry of anguish during row � 

becoming more sensitive (8) 

15  Carlyle maybe covering 

original matter (4) 

16  See 28 Down 

17  Potter�s wife and daughter 

in valley (6) 

19  Tree burning � 27 content 

partially? (6) 

21  Was due to read out lines (3) 

22  Force to stop 

misrepresentation � go! (4) 

24  Crack on, right � English 

runner going a long way 

round (3-5) 

26  Cake�s smell I�m not too 

sure about (6) 

27  One lacking attacked this 

rich old member of family 

responsible for 1,4, allegedly 

(10) 

29  Romeo�s time for passion  

(4) 

30  Escort out pretty 

unpleasant person (6) 

31  Liberal not present � that�s 

handy (2,3) 

DOWN 

 

2    One flaming woman � 

Marjorie � initially kept in 

picture? That�s taking a 

broad view  

(9) 

3    Statesman shot African lion 

(11) 

5    See 28 

6    Cycling race at home 

ground (5) 

7    Swimmer in northern city 

upset about article  

(4,3) 

8    Little bit extra? Son�s 

grabbed 50! (6) 

9    Bit loopy, endlessly untrue 

rambling � best say no 

more! (6,4,3) 

14  Crazy dame found 

defending subject never 

previously considered  

(9-2) 

18  Dead tree involved in 

trickery with others 

ultimately � ecological 

disaster  

(9) 

20  Kind of rock music 

essentially gone weird  

(7) 

23  Female Republican in 

Georgia�s unconventional (6) 

25  Scorer Henry cuts a tragic 

figure (5) 

28/5/16  Share a new doctor � 

French one didn�t hang 

around  

(3,3,3)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31

CROSSWORD

G E O A A A
S O U P P A N I C C R

H P I I
C A N A R Y S P O R A D

D N N U
B E N T G R A S S S T

Q R K L
C U T P R I C E S N I V

A E D E G
S T E P L E M O N H A

E P O O I T
B L U E C I T R O N E L

Y R K H R D

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292869

BHARAT DOGRA 
 

W
estern media has a 
strange record of being 
very harsh to several 
leaders of the world at 

certain phases in time. To give a 
prominent example, at a time when 
Indian Prime Minister Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi had her finest hour while 
leading the country in the difficult 
times that culminated in the libera-
tion of Bangladesh (of course this was 
much before the emergency days of 
1975-77), the Western media inflicted 
much unjustified criticism on her 
efforts which were aimed at stopping 
Pakistan’s genocidal actions. 

In more recent times it  was 
Sheikh Hasina who was at the receiv-
ing end of highly exaggerated criti-
cism from Western media during her 
last few difficult  months as the 
longest serving Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh, something which 
appears to be continuing even after 
her ouster. However those of us living 
in the immediate neighborhood 
should be capable of a more nuanced 
and balanced understanding of 
recent events as well as the overall 
legacy of Sheikh Hasina, and her 
leadership of her country. 

Whatever some belligerent critics 
may be saying today, what one can 
assert with confidence is that when 
history records the events of these 
times, it will not be harsh to Sheikh 
Hasina. Instead, while it will record 
some mistakes she made and from 
which lessons must be learnt, on the 
whole, it will look at her with sympa-
thy and overall have a positive view of 
her efforts and struggles. 

Historians will view with great 
sympathy a lady who at the age of 27 
received the devastating news that 
her parents, her 10-year-old brother 
and in fact almost all family members 

had been murdered in the most cruel 
way in a coup against her beloved 
father, loved and respected as Banga-
bandhu all over the country by tens 
of millions of people. She herself had 
escaped only because she along with 
a sister was visiting West Germany. 
It would be difficult for anyone to 
recover completely from such a trau-
matic experience. 

However this brave lady made a 
courageous effort not just to recover 
but also to leap into the struggles of 
her country in very difficult and high-
risk situations. After spending some 
time in India, she went to Bangladesh 
at a time when hostile forces, includ-
ing those responsible for the murder 
of her family members, were still in 
powerful positions. The political party 
of her father the Awami League was 
in a weakened position following hos-

tility and victimization by rulers. It 
was in such difficult conditions that 
she could strengthen the party and 
lead it to victory in elections for her 
first tenure as Prime Minister. 

Again in difficult conditions she 
could return to election victory later 
and provide stability to her country 
for a stretch of almost 15 years. During 
her time the country could achieve 
significant development and in 
respect of some important human 
development indicators it could 
emerge much ahead of Pakistan. 

It was during the Covid-19 days 
that the development effort suffered 
a big setback, partly as a result of the 
high dependence of the country on 
garment exports, which reflected a 
weakness of the economy. Once the 
economy faltered, problems like 
unemployment became more glaring 

and opposition to reservations in jobs 
for freedom fighters increased. How-
ever Western media has not given 
much attention to some sincere 
efforts the Hasina government made 
for redressing such grievances. 

Instead the Western media has 
given much more emphasis to her 
unhelpful attitude against opposi-
tion parties and forces. This writer 
has been consistently asserting the 
need for better relations between 
government and opposition parties, 
particularly in the context of South 
Asia. However, in the context of the 
opposition with which Sheikh Hasi-
na had to deal, we should remem-
ber that for many years a significant 
section of them had consisted of 
fanatic and fundamentalist violent 
elements. Several of them had col-
laborated with Pakistan in its geno-

cidal actions. Some of them have 
been involved in violence against 
minorities like Hindus, Buddhists 
and Christians. Some of these had 
been involved with or were close to 
the forces which supported the 
murderers of Bangabandhu and 
other family members of Sheikh 
Hasina. So if there were problems 
in relations with such people and 
forces, these can be understood. 

This is not to say that better poli-
cy and crisis management options 
were not available. This is also not to 
say that corruption was not a prob-
lem. With better skills at least the 
more sincere, non-fanatical elements 
among protesters could have been 
satisfied with some timely, much 
needed reforms. 

Again, it is not that such efforts 
were not made by the Hasina govern-
ment. However when a significant, 
resourceful section of opponents is 
bent on continuing violence and mis-
chief, then the task of any government 
in finding timely, satisfactory solu-
tions becomes more difficult. 

What made the situation much 
more difficult was the foreign hand 
regarding which she warned in recent 
times even in Parliament. We have not 
heard the last of this yet and in the 
course of time it is likely that much 
more will be revealed just as much 
more was revealed later in the case of 
the murder most foul of Bangabandhu 
and his family members. 

What we can certainly say even 
at the present juncture is that the 
highly exaggerated criticism of 
Sheikh Hasina is certainly not justi-
fied and history will confirm that her 
record as a leader was much better 
than what is being stated commonly 
these days. 

 
(The writer is Honorary Convener, Campaign 
to Save Earth Now. His recent books include 
Protecting Earth for Children, Planet in Peril, 
Man over Machine and A Day in 2071.)

SULAGNA MOHANTY 
 

I
n recent days, the looting of per-
sonal belongings from the resi-
dence of Sheikh Hasina, the for-
mer Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh, has captivated the pub-
lic’s attention and offered a revealing 
look into the complexities of human 
behaviour during societal unrest. This 
incident occurring amid widespread 
protests invites analysis of the psycho-
logical, social and economic dynam-
ics at play. 

At the core of this event is the 
psychological concept of de-individ-
ualisation which occurs when individ-
uals lose their sense of personal iden-
tity within a crowd. This phenomenon 
reduces personal accountability 
allowing people to engage in actions 
they might typically avoid. In the 
chaotic environment of a protest, the 
anonymity provided by the crowd can 
diminish individual inhibitions, lead-
ing to impulsive and sometimes 
destructive behaviour. 

This looting also accentuates the 
process of dehumanization directed 
at authority figures. Sheikh Hasina as 
the former head of state represents 
authority and power. During protests, 
authority figures often become sym-
bols of oppression or targets of frus-
tration. The looting of her personal 
belongings reflects a desire to strip her 
of her humanity; to reduce her from 
a national leader to a mere victim. 

This dehumanization allows protest-
ers to justify their actions and distance 
themselves from empathy. 

The male looters’ flaunting of 
Sheikh Hasina’s expensive sarees and 
inner garments is a complex act inter-
twined with symbolic factors. By pub-
licly displaying these intimate items, 
the looters not only tried to challenge 
Sheikh Hasina’s authority and dignity 
but also engaged in symbolic defiance 
against the establishment. The expo-
sure of inner garments, typically per-
sonal and hidden for a woman, is a 
deliberate violation of privacy meant 
to humiliate the former leader. In a 
patriarchal society, this behaviour 
reflects entrenched gendered power 
dynamics where men assert domi-
nance and control over women. 

By handling and showcasing 
Sheikh Hasina’s clothing including her 
sarees and inner garments, the looters 
reinforce gender stereotypes casting 
her as vulnerable and themselves as 
aggressors thus amplifying the societal 
issues of power imbalance and disre-
spect for women’s autonomy. 

Economic disparities play a sig-
nificant role in such acts of looting. 
When communities face inequality, 
frustration and resentment can build 
to a boiling point. The act of looting 
here can be perceived as reclaiming 
power or agency against perceived 
injustices. For some protesters, the 
personal possessions of Sheikh Hasi-
na may symbolize wealth and privi-

lege intensifying their anger and 
prompting them to act. 

Beyond material gain, looting 
also carries symbolic significance 
where by seizing personal items the 
protesters try to send a powerful mes-
sage that the comfort and security of 
those in power can be disrupted just 
as ordinary people’s lives are. This act 
of defiance is a form of protest against 
the perceived inequities perpetuated 
by those in authority. 

The intensity of emotions with-
in a crowd can quickly become con-
tagious.  Emotional  contagion 
spreads feelings rapidly among 
individuals, often leading them to 

mirror each other’s actions. When 
one person starts looting, it can trig-
ger a chain reaction with others fol-
lowing suit, caught up in the collec-
tive momentum. Additionally, the 
phenomenon of group polarization 
aggravates these dynamics. Within 
a  group,  shared emotions and 
beliefs can become more extreme, 
reinforcing the group’s existing atti-
tudes. In the case of the protests, 
the collective anger and frustration 
among the demonstrators intensi-
fied and led to a loop that fuelled 
the looting. 

The looting of Sheikh Hasina’s 
personal belongings is a troubling 

manifestation of the complex inter-
play between psychological, social 
and economic factors. Such behav-
iour is not only destructive but also 
deeply concerning and calls for a 
thorough analysis to understand the 
motivations driving individuals to 
such actions. It is crucial to delve into 
the underlying causes to better com-
prehend the human psyche during 
times of upheaval. By doing so, one 
can get valuable insights into collec-
tive behaviour and work toward pre-
venting such reprehensible outcomes 
in the future. 

 
(The writer is an author and academician.)

History will be kinder 
to Sheikh Hasina

Stepping into minds of Dhaka looters



The best things in life,
they say, come free. It
is a dubious state-

ment that we may not read-
ily agree to in a world
where anything material
has a price tag attached to
it. The problem is not in the
maxim that I opened this
piece with; the problem is
with our definition of “the
best things”.We have
devised a curious way to
assess our lives by putting a
numerical value on every-
thing we can possess and
call our own. Even as we
scamper all over the place
trying to fetch luxuries and
comfort items, we tend to
forget several things which
we do n’tpersonally possess
but are indispensable to
our existence. 
They are more valuable to
us than all the material
assets of the world put
together. Air, sunlight,
water, and soil for instance.
Many things are too obvi-
ous for us to appreciate as
I discovered recently when
astronauts Sunita Williams
and Barry Wilmore got
stranded in space. Reports
say that her extended stay
would affect her body
adversely and as per NASA,

it could alter the structure
of the eyes and brain, and
their function “because
low-gravity conditions shift
the body's fluids toward
the head”.Gravity: The nat-
ural phenomenon that
Newton discovered by
chance in late 1966 when he
saw an apple fall to the
ground isn’t something that
we pay attention to in our
daily lives. We take univer-
sal gravitation for granted,
just as we take many other
conventional things and
natural forces as part of our
privilege on this planet.
The heat wave sweeping
across the globe,  the
unprecedented floods and
unseasonal snow are all tes-
timonies of this casual atti-

tude we have adopted
towards the most valuable
things in life that the uni-
verse has granted us.
Climate change has been
converted to a mere topic of
discussion and not as a
veritable threat for all
species. Who will tell us
that we have been present-
ly allowed to live the best
versions of ourselves aided
by natural resources and no
matter how hard we try, we
cannot replicate these con-
ditions in another part of
the universe anytime
soon?We may be vain to
declare that space travel
will soon become a regular
thing thanks to man’s dar-
ing explorations. 
We can claim that we are

doing everything we can to
shift our domicile to anoth-
er planet. But let us make
no mistake – we cannot
f ind another optimal
domain to establish our-
selves should the present
one perish because of our
over-indulgences. Our con-
ceit might make us pro-
claim that the skies are for
us to invade, but to find
another place like this
where everything is mea-
sured just right for our sur-
vival will only remain a
pipedream. 
It’s time we stopped taking
the vital elements of exis-
tence as a given. It’s time for
us to stop expanding our
wingspans without regard
for nature. That an apple
should fall is part of a grand
cosmic design, but the fact
that hills are sliding, forests
are burning and villages
are getting swept away is
part of man’s narrow and
reckless nature. The value
of the many simple bless-
ings we have been bestowed
with will be known only
when these free privileges
are taken away from us. 

(The writer is a columnist
and author based in

Dubai; views are personal)
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Madam— Kudos to Mr N Sadhasiva
Reddy for his letter titled "Death of san-
itation workers" (August 7). Our
eardrums are constantly bombarded
with the triumphant declarations of
"conquering" the other side of the
Moon, yet all that is provided for a sewer
worker risking his life for society’s
"dirty work" is an ordinary rope. Billions
of state funds are invested in mass yoga
performances on the streets to showcase
the country’s "might" to the world, yet
the same ordinary rope is the only safe-
ty measure for the poorest souls in this
"mighty" India. Gigantic statues and bul-
let train projects are undertaken to "mes-
merize" the world, but the faceless
manual scavengers who work tirelessly
to keep our environment clean receive
no more than that ordinary rope. 
Those who ignore the plight and suf-

fering of these unsung heroes, without
whose essential service our "civilized
modern" society would come to a stand-
still, are nothing short of barbarians.

Kajal Chatterjee  | Kolkata
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Madam — The absence of the "Indian
Constitution" preamble in some NCERT
textbooks for certain classes should not
lead to blame. Instead, consider this as
an opportunity to highlight its sacred
importance and encourage students to
learn it with increased focus. 
This can greatly contribute to shaping
a clean thought process centered on
equality and the socialist republic struc-
ture. It would be beneficial if NCERT
issued a circular or sent an online mes-
sage to all schools following the NCERT
syllabus, advising them to download the
preamble from Google or refer to other
NCERT textbooks. Emphasising its
sacred points with enhanced focus dur-
ing teaching can greatly benefit the stu-
dents. It is very important that today’s
children know about our freedom
struggle and how our Constituion was
written. 
PV Srinivas Sreelekha |Secundarabad
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Madam — Amid the backdrop of con-
troversial job reservations and wide-
spread violent protests, Bangladesh has
seen its former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Wazed flee the country and seek
temporary exile in India, a sanctuary
supposedly facilitated by the United
Kingdom. The nation now stands on the
brink of establishing a new interim
regime, led by Muhammad Yunus and
supported by student unions and the
military.It is deeply disappointing that
the international community, with
whom Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had maintained good relations—partic-
ularly China, the US, and the United
Kingdom—turned a blind eye to her
government during this crisis. The vio-
lent student protests, demonstrations,
and clashes, followed by anti-govern-
ment forces, went largely ignored by
these global allies. China, despite being
a close economic partner of Bangladesh,
remained a passive observer throughout
the turmoil.
India's support for Bangladesh during
this tumultuous period is commendable
and highlights Prime Minister Modi's
political commitment to its neighbor,
strengthening bilateral relations rooted
in cultural and historical ties. However,
it is regrettable that Hindu citizens and
temples have borne the brunt of the law-
lessness and vandalism, acts seemingly
orchestrated to provoke Indian senti-
ments.
While the caretaker government led by
the army appears to be a viable solution
at the moment, it remains uncertain
whether it can overcome the significant
economic losses and extensive damage
to national properties caused by the
protests. 
There is hope that peace will prevail in
Dhaka and that New Delhi's active
involvement will help pave the way for
the formation of an interim government,
free from being hijacked by the military
or anti-India radical elements. 
Janga Bahadur Sunuwar| Bagarkote
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India, planet worship is con-
sidered particularly venera-
ble by many components of
the population, and the steps
in sun worship are a widely
shared phenomenon. This
practice is often accompa-
nied by pouring water facing
the sun. Celebrating obei-
sance to the sun is popular
and has many stories spun
around it. 
It may be useful to remind
oneself that, in the belief of
many, worship of even other
planets is a virtuous thing to
do. The point, however, is
to recognise that behaviour
is determined by one’s belief,
and this belief may not
always be an act of choice
but an act of an inherited
value system and cognitive
association with values that
are considered virtuous. This
component of tradition,
which is common in many
parts of the world, is now
often referred to, not so
complimentarily, as the
Third World Phenomena.
The older the community,
the greater their belief and
the more grounded their
behaviour.
In such communities’ gender
relationships have a strong
overlay of traditional beliefs.

Indeed, icons that grow up at
times geography-wise and
even climate-wise are signif-
icant factors in belief sys-
tems.
The broad takeaway from
this narrative should be a
realisation, that what goes
into the composition of the
human mind and belief sys-
tem is often not only
acquired from formal learn-
ing in the classroom but
also by inherited and hand-
ed down beliefs.
This is an important aspect
of learning which deserves
far more attention even in
formal learning systems.
There is an obvious need to
understand, all that goes
into the making of one’s
identity and personality
make-up.
One of the important
dimensions should also be to
assess and evaluate the com-
plete personality of a person
when recruiting him. The
identity that that person
carries may have many lay-
ers that are important for his
work performance.
Unfortunately, not enough
literature is available to con-
vert all this into assessment
instruments. This under-
standing would help to

explain why there are so
many times a situation of
grief when a person is
recruited on just what could
be called his ‘professional
knowledge’.
It will be worth remember-
ing that professional knowl-
edge is indeed important in
the work dimension but that
is not a full personality at
work. To create a work
identity, it is important to
selectively integrate the cul-
tural identities of individu-
als with a focus on the
organisational identity of
the enterprise concerned. 
This is an important dimen-
sion of work management
that both employers and
employees need to pay much
more attention to, more than
what they have enabled so
far.This will help to manage,
better, group identities at
work and create a culture of
resonance for greater pro-
ductivity and fulfilment all
around. The idea of focusing
on the ‘complete personali-
ty’, to the extent possible, is
worth considering.
(The writer is a well-known

management consultant of
international repute. The

views expressed are
personal)
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In India, several clans
have their pedigree nar-
ratives. It is a great
instrument for creating
venerable ideals of behav-

iour and conduct and, above
all, pride in their antecedents.
Like many other places in the
world, their pedigree is often
traced to some other planet or
has an anecdote or theory asso-
ciated with their distinctive
pedigree. Some consider them-
selves descendants of the Sun
(Suryavanshi), others consider
themselves descendants of the
Moon (Chandravanshi), and so
the call goes on.
The veracity of these claims is
another story altogether, but
invariably there is an ideal
connected to them, and that is
important. For example, the
Suryavanshis are supposed to
be very committed to their
‘word of mouth’, and they are
supposed to never backtrack
from what they have said or
promised.
These ideals are important in
identity formation and estab-
lishing a bottom line of behav-
iour. They also create a narra-
tive of keeping the clan on
track, such as it may be. There
are fallouts for rituals, mar-
riages, festivities, and more.
Loyalty is  not territorial
because the clan has, often,
migrated from its place of ori-
gin but the bonding is clear.
Their rituals of festivities and
celebrations keep the clan
together, even though tech-
nology may have played its role
in the widespread celebration
and observance of clan identi-
ties. The protocols are very
often strictly adhered to. Often
these serve as an unwritten
code of behavior.
There is another anecdote
linked with planets, especially
the Sun. Japan is considered to
be the land of the rising sun,
and there are anecdotes about
special places in many parts of
the world related to the sun.
Toledo is a good illustration of
a place where the sun's rays are
said to have met the Earth for
the first time. 
There are other rituals associ-
ated with the sun in many
parts of the world as well. In
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Gurupatwant Singh
Pannun, of Sikhs for
Justice, recently

released a video over his X-
handle that Chandra Arya, a
Hindu Member of Parliament
in Canada’s House of
Commons should go back to
India. Arya had earlier criti-
cized the Khalistani extremists
for vandalism at BAPS
Swaminarayan Temple in
Edmonton in Alberta state.
The temple was recently found
sprayed with anti-India graffi-
ti of recognizably Khalistani
variety.
Why do Khalistani always
need to assert their existence
through hatred of the Hindus?
If they are indeed fighting for
a sovereign Khalistan, even
though no sensible or patriot-
ic Indian would approve of it,
they must establish the tenabil-

ity of the idea. Strangely, a
movement approaching 50
years has not been able to
throw up a credible map of
Khalistan.On June 9, 2022,
Pannun released a map of
Khalistan at an event held at
Lahore Press Club which
showed Shimla, Himachal
Pradesh as the capital of
Khalistan. Could things get
more ridiculous? The Sikhs
comprise less than two per
cent of Himachal Pradesh’s

population. Their percentage
same in Shimla city, which is
not contagious to Punjab
where most Sikhs live. The
map in addition to Punjab
encompassed almost the
whole of Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh, five dis-
tricts of Rajasthan, several dis-
tricts of Uttarakhand and sev-
eral districts from Uttar
Pradesh. 
The net effect of such a map
would be to reduce the Sikhs
into a minority in Khalistan!In
the early 19th century,
Maharaja Ranjit Singh could
rule over trans-Sutlej Punjab,
by the dint of sword, despite
the Sikhs comprising no more
than 10 per cent of the popu-
lation (based on Census fig-
ures, 1881). This was because
the form of government was
autocratic in an era of autoc-

racy. Still, the Maharaja had to
pursue an inclusive and toler-
ant policy given the fractured
religious demography of
Punjab. 
In the 21st century, when
democracy has triumphed in
the sub-continent, do
Khalistanis propose to turn the
clock back on political evolu-
tion? The fact that “Khalistan”
should be carved out from the
Indian side of Punjab alone
makes the motive of its spon-
sors suspect. 
Few Sikhs indeed remain on
the Pakistan side of Punjab,
from where the bulk of them
were ethnically cleansed after
the partition. However, the
very same fact should prohib-
it the Sikhs from pursuing any
secessionist agenda from the
Indian side. The Sikhs concen-
trated in the fertile terrains of

central Punjab, which fell to
the Pakistan side, and took
refuge on the Indian side after
the partition. 
There was a forcible exchange
of population between the
two halves of Punjab on reli-
gious lines. This bolstered
their population from 13 per
cent in colonial Punjab
(Census, 1941) to 33 per cent
in East Punjab (Census, 1961).
After the reorganization of
Punjab (1966), whereby
Hindu-dominated Haryana

and Himachal Pradesh were
separated, their population
share increased to 60.2 per cent
in rump Punjab (Census,
1971).
There is no grouse against
Sikhs becoming a majority in
Indian Punjab, as never before
in the history of Punjab.
However, there would cer-
tainly be a grouse if this major-
ity, of less than two-thirds,
wants to secede from the ter-
ritory of the state. 
Questions will be asked why
they have not demanded a sin-
gle square inch of territory
from the Pakistan side and all
liability is on India which had
graciously accommodated the
Sikhs after the partition.The
Khalistanis could grumble that
not conceding a sovereign
nation to the Sikhs during the
partition itself was an injustice.

This is a bogus argument.
None of the districts in colo-
nial Punjab had a Sikh major-
ity, which made the demand
for “Khalistan” completely
untenable. 
As early as December 2, 1942,
Master Tara Singh had asked
for the bifurcation of colonial
Punjab – one dominated by
the Muslims and another by
Hindu-Sikhs. History aside,
“Khalistan” would put the
future of Sikhs in jeopardy.
Around 30 per cent of wheat
procured by authorities  and 21
per cent of rice procured dur-
ing FY. 2021-22 came from
Punjab alone. The loss of this
assured procurement by the
Food Corporation of India will
put Punjab under mountains
of rice and wheat. The
“Khalistan”, a landlocked
nation sandwiched between

India and Pakistan, will be
dependent on trade with both. 
Even today it can redirect its
procurement mechanism prof-
itably towards other states
rather than favouring Punjab.
However, Punjab, whose 75
population is dependent on
agriculture for livelihood
would be sorely hit.The loss of
a huge pan-Indian market for
Punjab will be disastrous in
every sector e.g. transporta-
tion, hosiery, machine tools
etc. The Sikh population in
other states of India would be
adversely affected. No wonder,
the Khalistanis prefer to stroke
passions, by ducking these
critical questions. 

(The writer is an author and
an independent researcher

based in New Delhi. The
views expressed are

personal)
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Organizing Free and Fair
Elections: Ensuring upcoming
elections are free, fair, and credible
to restore public trust in the demo-
cratic process.
Combating Corruption: Initiating
anti-corruption drives to target
high-profile politicians and business
leaders while ensuring fairness.
Maintaining Law and Order:
Managing protests and civil unrest
carefully, and ensuring security
forces act with restraint to avoid
human rights abuses.
Ensuring Human Rights:
Balancing order with respecting
human rights and avoiding author-
itarianism. Gaining Public Trust;
Building public confidence through
transparency, effective communica-
tion, and inclusive policies.
International Relations: Engaging
with international organizations,
donor countries, and regional allies
to ensure continued support and
investment.The political upheaval in
Bangladesh over the past 13 months
has been deeply polarizing and
emotionally charged citizens. 
Experts attribute the whirlwind of
violent emotions to an unresolved
conflict over the nation's identity—
a conflict that must be successfully
addressed for the country's survival.
There is no denying that Hasina was
a secular and reformist figure in
Bangladesh. 
Her government had been instru-
mental in ensuring safety and fos-
tering economic growth, making
Bangladesh one of the fastest-grow-
ing developing nations. Yet, her
leadership was marred by accusa-
tions of election rigging, suppression
of opposition, and human rights
violations, which stoked public dis-
content.
The crisis reached its peak with
unprecedented violence and street
protests, allegedly orchestrated by
Pakistan’s intelligence agency ISI, the
student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh, and active involve-
ment from Khalida Zia’s BNP and
Chinese intelligence networks. 

Amidst this turmoil, Nobel Peace
Laureate Muhammad Yunus was
chosen to lead an interim govern-
ment after consultations with mil-
itary leaders and key stakeholders.
Experts and ex-diplomats agree
that the current turmoil is a by-
product of the public uprising
against Hasina, who fled the coun-
try with India's assistance. 
She is now seeking asylum in
Europe, with the UK being a poten-
tial destination, though nothing is
certain.
Comparative Analysis of Hasina
and Rajapaksa's Ousters
There are several similarities
between Sheikh Hasina's downfall
in Bangladesh in 2024 and the
ouster of Sri Lanka's President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in 2022. Both
events stem from political, econom-
ic, and social factors.
Economic Mismanagement and
Authoritarian Governance: Sheikh
Hasina faced criticism for stifling
dissent and undermining democra-
tic processes. Similarly, Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s administration was crit-
icized for authoritarianism and
nepotism. Both countries struggled
with economic difficulties, rising liv-
ing costs, and unemployment, lead-
ing to public frustration and mass
protests.
Debt and Foreign Exchange Issues:
Bangladesh experienced increasing
national debt and challenges in
managing foreign exchange
reserves, while Sri Lanka faced a
severe economic crisis characterized
by foreign exchange shortages and
high inflation, leading to widespread
hardship.
Public Unrest and International
Factors: Both countries saw mass
protests against economic hardships
and political repression. The inter-
national relations of Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka were strained due to eco-
nomic mismanagement and human
rights abuses, affecting foreign aid
and investment.
Challenges for IndiaThe ouster of
Sheikh Hasina presents several

challenges for India: 
Political Instability in Bangladesh:
The removal of a stable, pro-India
government may lead to political
instability, creating a power vacuum
that could be filled by elements less
friendly toward India. 
This could foster anti-India senti-
ments and alter bilateral relations.
Border Security and Migration:
Political changes might affect coop-
eration on border management,
potentially increasing challenges
related to illegal migration, human
trafficking, and terrorism.
Economic Relations and Trade:
Changes in the political landscape
could impact ongoing and future
trade agreements, affecting bilater-
al trade beneficial to both countries.
Geopolitical Dynamics: A new
leadership might tilt towards China,
enhancing its influence in
Bangladesh and affecting India’s
strategic interests in the region.
Counterterrorism Efforts; A change
in leadership might alter the level of
collaboration on counterterrorism,
impacting efforts to combat terror-
ism and insurgency.
Water-Sharing Disputes: The
Teesta River water-sharing agree-
ment, already a contentious issue,
might face new challenges with a
change in leadership.
India’s Strategic Response: Experts
suggest India should engage diplo-
matically with the new leadership,
enhance border security, reassess
trade agreements, and strengthen
regional alliances to counter exter-
nal influences like China’s growing
presence in Bangladesh. 
Navigating these challenges requires
a careful balance between immedi-
ate stabilization measures and lay-
ing the foundation for long-term
democratic governance. The success
of the interim government in man-
aging these issues is crucial for pro-
viding stability to Bangladesh.

(The writer is a strategic affairs
columnist and political analyst

based in Shimla; views are 
personal)

According to British parapsy-
chologist Celia Elizabeth Green,
“In an autocracy, one person has
his way; in an aristocracy, a few
people have their way; in a

democracy, no one has his way.” This sen-
timent resonates deeply with the ousted for-
mer Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh
Hasina, who refused to acknowledge the
clear signs of her impending
downfall.Conspiracy theory is gaining
momentum which led to ouster of EX PM,
Sheikh Hasina which allegedly included the
intelligence agencies of America (CIA),
Pakistan (ISI) and China which yearned for
an alternate government led by EX PM,
Khalida Zia who might be on her way of
ascendency to power in future. Another ver-
sion points out the preference of China and
Pakistan to have Anti-Indian government
in Dhaka which might alter the regional bal-
ance in South Asia.
CONSPIRACY THEORY. There have been
numerous speculations and allegations
regarding the United States' involvement in
attempts to oust Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Some argue that the
U.S. might be seeking a more favourable gov-
ernment in Dhaka due to concerns over
human rights, democratic practices, and
regional security dynamics. Critics suggest
that American interests, particularly in
countering China's growing influence in
South Asia, might drive such alleged con-
spiracies.
However, concrete evidence of U.S. involve-
ment in any conspiracy against Sheikh
Hasina is lacking. Officially, the U.S. govern-
ment has maintained a stance of promot-
ing democratic values and fair elections in
Bangladesh. Publicly, U.S. officials have
expressed concerns about political repres-
sion and the fairness of the electoral process
under Hasina’s administration but stopped
short of endorsing any regime change.
Sheikh Hasina’s administration has leveraged
these allegations to bolster nationalist sen-
timent and consolidate power, portraying
itself as a bulwark against foreign interfer-
ence. This narrative resonates with many
Bangladeshis, fostering a perception of
external threats to national sovereignty.
Ultimately, while suspicions persist, the
claims of direct American involvement in
a conspiracy to oust Sheikh Hasina remain
speculative and unproven. The situation
underscores the complex interplay of
domestic politics and international relations
in Bangladesh.
Hasina's dramatic fall from grace has not
surprised many, except perhaps herself. She
ignored the rising tide of public discontent
and the conspiracies hatched by vested inter-
ests aiming to assert dominance in South
Asia and undermine India. 
Winning 288 out of 300 seats in the January
2024 elections, alongside the arrests of oppo-
sition leaders and suppression of dissent,
highlighted a significant loss of credibility
for Hasina, culminating in widespread
revolt and her eventual ouster.
Hasina, a pro-democracy leader who wit-
nessed the sacrifices made by her late father
and family, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
Bangladesh, has now left the nation poised
for a potential regime dominated by hard-
liners, anti-India, and pro-China forces, pos-
sibly sandwiching this troubled nation
between two powers in the future. The inter-
im government faces several challenges:
Restoring Political Stability: establishing
neutral ground and engaging in dialogue
with all political factions to ensure a peace-
ful and democratic transition.
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O
ne of the greatest tales in the long-running saga of sport in Indian
society in the modern era ended like a Greek tragedy, much to the
chagrin of a billion sports fans. Vinesh Phogat, who richly
deserved a medal for her stubborn persistence towards proving

that the system is crooked in a society that fails to protect its women from
harassment, is now appealing to the international arbitration court for an
Olympic medal that was hers save for her being 100 grams overweight at
the scales for her 50-kg classification wrestling final at the Paris Olympics.

The Vinesh Phogat saga had much in it to illustrate how the seeming nor-
mality of sport is a myth in an abnormal, male-dominated society. Her
failure to manage her physicality according to the rules could be termed
her only one as she did the unimaginable in beating the wrestler Yui
Susaki who had never been beaten in a major competition in an 82-0
record. She downed two more champions on her way to the summit, all in
the space of one great day in which she exhibited all her fighting qualities,
her nous and tactical understanding of her sport.

Of course, the rules should not bend for anyone, though the principle
may be anathema to a sentimental Indian society with its known disdain
for rules and regulations where the exception seems to always slay the
rule. The Olympic rules that allow persons of doubtful gender definitions
compete as women in the boxing ring can be questioned, but that is not
germane to the issue of classification by weight in wrestling.

The question that needs to be answered is how in a disqualification of
this type an athlete loses even the record she had set on the day that she
was qualified to fight and won the right to a medal, which is why Vinesh’s
plea for a joint silver medal seems justified. Circumstances had forced the
doughty wrestler with the blazing eyes to go for the tougher lower 50-kg
category as another athlete, Antim Panghal, had qualified in that slot
based on her world championship performance.

Vinesh had been busy fighting for nearly half a year in 2023 to expose the
venality of a powerful politician-sports administrator against whom the
normal rules regarding dealing with those accused of sexually harassing
women did not seem to apply. And then she had to tend to mend the torn
ligament that had stopped her in Tokyo, before taking the 50-kg route for a
dab at Olympic glory in Paris.

The story of her valiant efforts to get under 50 kg on the scale on the
morning of the final has been well and voluminously told. A whole night’s
battle against body weight may, however, be classified as a minor chal-
lenge in her life for a gutsy sportswoman who saw her father killed when
young and who fought every inch of her way up in life and career. For
someone who was dragged around by police personnel at the Jantar
Mantar protest site by her hair, the fight for justice in any field was some-
thing that came naturally.

Having to shed some of that hair and shorten her wrestling uniform were
small sacrifices she made at the end in her despair to get to the mat for the
final. Her name will now onwards be synonymous for a sportsperson who
not only excelled in her chosen discipline but also stood up for justice for
all sportswomen who have had to endure the creepy presence of perverts
among administrators. Even a sparkling Olympic medal pales in compari-
son to the cause of safety of sportspersons that she fought for.
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Vinesh will always remain
synonymous with courage

T
he United States
might well have
committed its
biggest strategic
blunder in recent

history by pushing China
into the welcoming arms of
Russia. A series of Western
trade curbs, geopolitical
alliances to contain
Chinese assertiveness,
curbs on hi-tech flows,
sanctioning of businesses
and increased military
patrolling in sensitive
areas such as the Taiwan
Straits have combined to
rattle Beijing in recent
times. But what could have
been the proverbial straw
on the camel’s back was
the Nato secretary-gener-
al’s recent threats of possi-
ble asset seizure for
Beijing’s continued sup-
port of Russia’s war effort
in Ukraine. Far from
intimidating Beijing, how-
ever, this appears to have
rebounded and only tight-
ened the growing bonds
between Moscow and
Beijing.

The Moscow-Beijing hug
is now strategic. Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
May 2024 visit to Beijing,
where he received an
unprecedented welcome
from Chinese President Xi
Jinping, was an indicator
of changing times. The two
leaders met face to face
again as recently as in July
this year during a SCO
summit at Astana, where
Mr Putin declared that
relations between China
and Russia, which consti-
tute a “comprehensive
partnership and strategic
cooperation”, are now
“experiencing their best
period in history”.
President Xi Jinping added
that their two countries
“should continue to uphold
the original aspiration of
friendship for generations
to come”.

The two leaders have
made it unequivocally
clear that they are striving
for a more “fair” and
“equitable” world, imply-
ing that the current world
order dominated by the
Western powers needs to
be realigned.

The military dimensions
of this Russia-China en-
tente cordiale is unmistak-
able. Not only has Mr
Putin pointed to Beijing’s
consistent support for its
policies regarding Ukraine
but has paved the way for
closer military coopera-
tion. The interception of
two Russian Tupolev-95
and Chinese Xi’an H-6
strategic bombers over the
Alaskan Air Defence Zone
on July 24 this year is
indicative of how far mili-
tary ties have progressed.
The flight of Russian and
Chinese bombers over the
neutral waters of the
Bering Sea that separates
Alaska from the Russian
mainland forced the North
American Aerospace
Defence Command (Nor-
ad) to despatch six fighters
to intercept and monitor
them.

The encounter passed off
peacefully but the portents
were clear: the United
States for the first time in
history had witnessed a
joint military patrol by
China and Russia on the
very edge of its territory.
This reflects a massive
shift in geopolitical
realignments that have
occurred in recent times.

The emergence of a
Russia-China military axis
cannot be good news for
the West. Last week, the
US Commission on the
National Defence Strategy
submitted a report to the
Senate Armed Services
Committee warning that
the US is not prepared for a
war with countries like
Russia and China. The
report identified China as
the principal adversary,
given that its military was
beginning to outpace that
of the United States.
Significantly, the report
also pointed out that the
US is no longer the sole
international superpower
and could be severely test-
ed in a fight against powers
such as Russia, Iran and
North Korea. The Russia-
China axis in the circum-
stances would be 
formidable.

For the first time in more

than five decades, the
world is witnessing the
unravelling of a global
strategic engagement put
together by former US
President Richard M.
Nixon and China’s
Chairman Mao Zedong
over fifty years ago.
Justifying the United
States’ historic rapproche-
ment with Communist
China in 1972, President
Nixon had observed: “We
must cultivate China dur-
ing the next few decades
while it is learning to
develop its national
strength and potential.
Otherwise, we will one day
be confronted with the
most formidable enemy
that has ever existed in the
history of the world.”

Their common enemy at
that time was the then
Soviet Union. Both
Washington and Beijing
had begun making concil-
iatory approaches after the
March 1969 border clashes
between the Soviets and
the Chinese — triggered by
Chinese troops ambushing
and killing dozens of
Soviet border guards on
Damansky Island (much
like the Galwan outrage in
Ladakh). Subsequent cla-
shes had continued for
seven months and it was
during this period that
Nixon made his intentions
clear about seeking a
breakthrough with China.
Back-channel negotiations
led to Henry Kissinger’s
secret visit to Beijing in
1971 (facilitated by
Pakistan) and ultimately
to President Nixon’s his-
toric visit to China in
February 1972.

This opened a new era
not just in US-China rela-
tions but marked a turning
point in global geopolitics.
The Soviet Union was con-
tained, even hemmed in
from both the west and the
east. The Washington-
Beijing alliance emerged
as the strongest pole in the
world. The subsequent rise

of China thanks to Western
tech and capital flows is
now history.

The joint flight of
Russian and Chinese
bombers in what is being
euphemistically called a
“routine patrol” near
Alaska indicates that the
wheel has turned full circle
for the Russia-China 
relationship.

Western attempts at
intimidation and coercion,
far from driving a wedge
between Moscow and
Beijing, have only ham-
mered the two former
Eurasian rivals closer. The
two sides have stepped up
military cooperation
including joint naval exer-
cises like the one held in
July in the South China
Sea. China has also begun
sending its PLA Navy
towards the exclusive eco-
nomic zone of the US near
the Aleutian Islands off the
coast of Alaska, and has
proclaimed itself a “near-
Arctic state” with vital
interests in that region.

Russian foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov has hinted
at further complications
when he said that Russia
and China should “jointly
counter interference by
forces from outside this
region in the affairs of
Southeast Asia…” This
region, especially its seas,
has become a region of
intense great power rival-
ry. The matter is compli-
cated by the Taiwan issue
and US power projections
in the Indo-Pacific. What
Mr Lavrov is suggesting is
extending the area of con-
flict with the United States
into this region as well.

It is difficult in the cir-
cumstances to deny that a
new era is dawning in
international politics.
When Kissinger passed
away in late November last
year, the Chinese govern-
ment lamented that it had
lost an “old friend of the
Chinese people”, but oth-
ers saw Kissinger’s death
as a “watershed moment”
for their country. One
Chinese commentator
remarked: “From now on,
it’s the beginning of our
rise and for the US to go
down”. While that could be
wishful thinking, it cer-
tainly points to heightened
great power rivalry from
now on.

The writer is an 
independent commentator

on political 
and security issues

VIOLENCE IN
BANGLADESH
What is most distressing is
that protesting Bangladeshi
students vandalised the stat-
ue of Mujibur Rahman for-
getting the sacrifices of the
founder.  The students'
cause may be genuine, but
the way in which they
approached having their
problems addressed is
excessive.  It is grotesque to
lend credence to an impres-
sion that there is a US hand
in the political game.
Student federation is not an
outfit to be backed and top-
pled by the government.
Besides, nobody knows how
long the interim government
would last. The new govern-
ment should ensure that
China does not intrude and
dabble in its affairs.

Rajamani Chelladurai,
Palayamkottai

When Kissinger
passed away in late
November last year,
the Chinese 
government 
lamented that it 
had lost an ‘old
friend of the
Chinese people’ but
others saw it as a
‘watershed moment’
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The Dragon’s bear hug: A
strategic blunder by US?

As expected, the Reserve Bank of India-led Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) has kept the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per
cent. The policy stance continues to be the withdrawal of accommo-

dation, which means the rate of interest will remain elevated to keep infla-
tionary expectations in check. Though the country’s economic growth con-
tinued to be resilient, the central bank flagged rising consumption-focused
loan portfolio and growth in alternative investments.

Retail inflation rose to 5.1 per cent in June 2024, owing to higher-than-
expected food inflation. Food items together have a weight of around 46 per
cent in consumer price index based inflation and have contributed to 75
per cent of the retail inflation in June.

As food takes away more than 50 per cent of a poor family’s income in
India, the RBI under the Narendra Modi era has been rightly focusing its
attention on keeping the inflation in control without running after higher
economic growth. However, the government should also take note that
monetary policy cannot address food shortages. In spite of India’s tremen-
dous strides in technology and farming, it is a matter of shame that the
country has not been able to fix the issue of vegetable prices that have con-
tributed to 35 per cent of the retail inflation in June.

While the RBI continues to expect a 7.2 per cent growth for the current
financial year, it admitted that certain high frequency indicators showed
lower than anticipated corporate profitability, general government expen-
diture and core industries output. However, on the positive side, manu-
facturing activity continues to pick up on the back of improving domestic
demand, while the services sector remains buoyant. Private corporate
investment is gaining steam on the back of expansion in bank credit. The
spillovers from protracted geopolitical tensions, volatility in internation-
al financial markets and geoeconomic fragmentation, however, pose risks
on the downside.

No surprises: RBI sticks to line 

Did close ties
between India 
& Hasina fuel
Dhaka anger?

LETTERS

P
eople’s power has toppled one more
authoritarian regime. Another bloody day
in Bangladesh ended in triumph for the
uprising in that country. Defying a nation-

wide curfew, hundreds of thousands of people
came out onto the streets, bringing an end to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s back-to-
back 15-year rule. The military has now taken
charge, putting in place an interim administra-
tion. But can this end the political turmoil that has
shaken the South Asian nation? The situation
continues to unfold.

It all started with protests by students against a
controversial job quota system, which soon
turned into a mass movement against a regime
that, under Ms Hasina Wajed, had secured a
fourth straight term in office a few months ago
through a controversial electoral exercise. The
government had virtually established a one-party
system. The enforcement of draconian laws had
turned Bangladesh into an authoritarian state.

But student protests broke the fear. The use of
coercive power by the administration to crush the
demonstrations exacerbated the anger. Hundreds
of protesters were killed by the security forces,
turning the streets into battlegrounds. Bangla-
desh has not witnessed such violence in its over
50-year history. The protests broke the myth of the
Hasina Wajed government’s invincibility.

Within weeks, it turned into a mass uprising,
breaking the hold of an authoritarian regime. It
united all kinds of Opposition forces. The events of
the past weeks also exposed the fault lines in the
system. It was an implosion waiting to happen. It
just needed a trigger, which was provided by the
student protests. The allocation of 30 per cent of
government jobs to families of freedom fighters
had been abolished following protests in 2018, but
was restored this year. It was seen as a move to
pack institutions with Awami League loyalists.

It was not just the political repression and wors-
ening human rights situation, but also the rising
cost of living and growing unemployment among
the youth that fuelled the unrest. Not surprisingly,
Gen Z has been at the vanguard of the movement
that ultimately led Hasina Wajed to step down and
flee the country. Although Bangladesh has been
one of the fastest-growing economies in the region
over the past many years, the gap between the
haves and have-nots has also widened there.
Inflation, which touched double digits in recent
months, has also fuelled discontent. 

Hasina Wajed entered politics after the assassi-
nation of her father and founder of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, in a military coup in
1975. She lived in exile in India for several years
before returning to the country in 1981. She first
became PM after her Awami League party swept

the elections in 1996. But she lost the next election
to her rival, Khaleda Zia. The two women domi-
nated Bangladesh politics for several years.

Hasina won the 2008 elections, which took place
after two years of a military-backed “technocratic
government”. This phase marked her authoritari-
an grip over power. She jailed her opponents,
including her main rival, Khaleda Zia. Her gov-
ernment executed many Opposition leaders after
dubious trials for being “collaborators” during
Bangladesh’s war of independence.

Her party won four successive elections, all
marred by allegations of rigging. The last elec-
tions held in January this year were boycotted by
the main Opposition parties. It reportedly saw the
lowest turnout of voters in the country’s history.
Human Rights Watch said the country’s prisons
were full of Opposition activists arrested in a
crackdown before the elections.

With virtually no presence of the Opposition
parties in Parliament, it paved the way for a one-
party system. The recent elections marked the
beginning of the downfall of Hasina Wajed’s rule.
What happened in Dhaka this week, with angry
mobs ransacking the former Prime Minister’s res-
idence and destroying statues of Mujibur
Rehman, was a manifestation of the public rage
against authoritarianism. The spectacle of uncon-
trolled mobs ruling the streets in the absence of

any leadership has been alarming.
Notwithstanding the destruction of the democ-

ratic process, Bangladesh saw unprecedented eco-
nomic growth during her rule. From a basket
case, Bangladesh emerged as a model for Third
World countries. The country also fared well in
human development indicators. Yet, the economic
slowdown of recent months and spiralling infla-
tion raised questions about medium- and long-
term economic prospects, adding to the social and
political unrest.

Hasina Wajed’s rule saw Dhaka becoming very
close to New Delhi. Her party’s association with it
goes back to India’s role in the 1971 war. Hasina
Wajed’s exile in India after the assassination of
her father also brought her closer to the Indian
leadership. But her pro-Indian stance drew criti-
cism from the Opposition, particularly the reli-
gious parties. In her ouster, New Delhi has lost a
close regional ally.

The Bangladesh Army, which has now taken
control of the country, has a long history of coups.
It is now becoming increasingly clear that the mil-
itary will back an interim government comprising
technocrats. However, it remains to be seen if
such an arrangement can work in the highly
volatile situation.

— By arrangement with Dawn

Subhani

Zahid Hussain

TREAT WOMEN
ATHLETES WITH
RESPECT 
While the 2024 guidelines of the IOC
underline that every person, irrespec-
tive of gender identity or sex varia-
tions, has the right to practice sport
without discrimination and in a way
that respects their health, safety, and
dignity, it is disheartening that the
victories of a few female athletes have
been treated with contempt because
they do not conform to the traditional
image of a female athlete. Algerian
boxer Imane Khelif and Taiwan's Lin
Yu-Ting have repeatedly been let
down at the Paris Olympics, from
opponents refusing the basic courtesy
of a post-match handshake to celebri-
ties ranging from former US President
Donald Trump to entrepreneurs dis-
missing their victories.  For athletes
like Khelif, a biological woman with
an XY chromosome and high testos-
terone, and Indian athlete Dutee
Chand, with hyperandrogenism, a
path to dignity, acceptance, and recog-
nition remains long and arduous,

M. Jeyaram, Sholavandan

INSTABILITY 
SURROUNDS US
"You change your friends but not your
neighbours" – AB Vajpayee’s words
must resonate in diplomats of the for-
eign ministry. An autocrat has fallen
in Bangladesh. There are armed rebels
in Myanmar looking for trouble.
Pakistan is bankrupt. Nepal govern-
ment faces great uncertainties and
keeps nodding to notes from China.
Delicate and dedicated efforts are most
needed at this hour to safeguard our
security, diaspora and our develop-
ment as well.

Jayasivakumar SP, Chennai

Indranil Banerjie
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which owns 66% of Tata Sons and through 
it controls the various group companies, 
leaves scope for confusion. A high-powered 
four-member executive committee set up 
to oversee the Trusts includes Venu Sriniv-
asan of the TVS group, Vijay Singh and 
Cyrus Mistry’s first cousin Mehli Mistry, 
who is close to Ratan Tata. But with Tata as 
its chair, the key question still remains: 
Who will be his successor as the head of the 
all-powerful trusts? 

At Reliance Industries, Mukesh Ambani’s 
three children—Anant, Akash and Isha—
have been given clear operating roles in the 
different businesses of the group, which 
would be fine if the three businesses they 
manage were independently listed compa-
nies with no cross-holdings. That’s unlikely 
to happen, which means that there will 
always be the question of who takes the 
final decision when a group-level issue 
comes up.

Family businesses by their very nature 
need a clearly identified successor. The alter-
native is to fully professionalize such groups, 
leaving even the topmost roles to profes-
sional managers, with no intervention in how 
they run them. But that calls for the kind of 
distancing from the business that most 
Indian owners find difficult to achieve.

empirical—suggests that while ownership 
can be shared, when it comes to running 
multibillion-dollar groups with multiple 
businesses of high complexity, leadership-
by-committee rarely works.

At the Hinduja group, the four brothers, 
Srichand, Gopichand, Prakash and Ashok 
Hinduja, signed a perfectly cordial agree-
ment—that any asset belonging to any one 
of them belongs to them all. The fragility of 
the sentiment was tested soon enough, as 
the brothers’ successors questioned its 
validity, leading to a bitter family feud. In 
November 2022, the family decided to 
smoke the peace pipe and settle its affairs 
out of court, but this came only after a 
lengthy and wasteful legal battle.

Similarly, at the erstwhile Ranbaxy 
group, Parvinder Singh’s two sons, who 
were running the business jointly after their 
father’s death, ended up engaged in a bitter 
and highly public blame-game once the 
unravelling of their fortunes started. The 
late Parvinder Singh himself had a running 
battle with his brothers, besides of course 
his infamous boardroom clash with his 
father Bhai Mohan Singh.

As Leo Tolstoy wrote in his novel Anna 
Karenina: “All happy families are alike; each 
unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”

I
ndia’s three largest conglomerates have a 
question mark hanging over them, one 
that dominates private conversations but 

is pointedly ignored in public utterances. 
Simply put, who will succeed Mukesh 
Ambani, Ratan Tata and Gautam Adani at 
the Reliance, Tata and Adani groups, respec-
tively? None of the three has a clearly desig-
nated successor, with Adani being the latest 
to talk about shared leadership of the group 
going forward.

Over the last few years, the issue of suc-
cession has been brushed under the carpet 
of family councils, executive committees 
and other such formations. This lack of a 
central authority assumes a coalitional 
co-leadership that presupposes a perfectly 
rational collective mind, which is a denial of 
basic human nature. With family busi-
nesses in India extending their sway over 
the country’s economy, any number of con-
sultants and gurus can be found to dish out 
such seemingly pat solutions.

But evidence—anecdotal as well as 

such a requirement. It also stipulates 
that the employer must return the sub-
sidy if the employee leaves the job 
within a year. Similarly, for the second 
scheme, the enterprise has to hire a 
minimum of 50 workers or 25% of its 
existing workforce to get the benefit. 
Further, this scheme is not for new 
enterprises, but only those with a three-
year track record of EPFO contribu-
tions. Similar criteria are imposed on 
the third scheme. Some of these may 
have been designed for monitoring 
purposes, but they look set to place a 
financial and administrative burden on 
employers and thus defeat the purpose. 

The scheme for internship in India’s 
top 500 companies is no better. It is 
applicable to youth in the age group of 
21-24 years currently unemployed and 
not pursuing education. It excludes 
meritorious students from premier 
institutions (or with professional quali-
fications). It also bars any youth whose 
family member is a taxpayer or working 
with the government at any level. 
Except for very low-skill roles, it is hard 
to imagine too many youth who would 
meet this stiff checklist. 

While the overall budgetary alloca-
tion for the package is ₹2 trillion over 
five years, the pro-rata estimate of 
expenditure for the first year is only 
₹28,000 crore. The actual budget esti-

mate is only ₹12,000 crore for creating 
16 million jobs in the first year. 

The real problem, however, is not the 
implementation design or meagre allo-
cation, but the budget’s over-reliance 
on the private sector for employment. 
Faced with a slowdown in the economy 
after 2016-17, the budget in 2019 had 
announced a massive tax subsidy to the 
private sector. As the Economic Survey 
points out, much of this was utilized by 
the corporate sector to increase profits 
and clean up balance sheets without any 
significant increase in their wage bill or 
employment creation. 

The second problem is in the belief 
that employment creation is a standal-
one objective, independent of growth. 
In any economy, jobs are created in the 
process of growth as national output 
increases and/or investment takes 
place. At a time when the economy is 
going through a period of deficient 
demand amid income stagnation, it is 
unfair to blame private businesses for 
not generating employment or invest-
ing enough. Incentives for job creation 
are unlikely to be useful in the absence 
of economic stimulus to produce more. 

The primary responsibility of greater 
employment has to rest with the gov-
ernment. The jobs crisis in India is not 
just about providing employment, but 
also decent employment with a basic 
living wage. These require the govern-
ment to use public expenditure to raise 
the incomes of workers. 

This process is faster when the 
income multiplier effect of such public 
expenditure is higher. An increase in 
spending in rural areas and the informal 
sector not only raises incomes, but also 
creates jobs, as these are labour inten-
sive fields. Also, given India’s large defi-
ciencies in education, health and other 
public services, creating public employ-
ment in these sectors would help bridge 
these gaps and improve worker produc-
tivity. It would also aid a large propor-
tion of the marginalized and vulnerable 
population who may not benefit from 
schemes announced in the budget. 

T
he budget presented last month 
rightly seeks to address the issue 
of job creation, given the crisis on 

hand. Its grand announcements are the 
first sign of the government recognizing 
its severity. But the approach and meas-
ures proposed fail to address the issue. 

The budget announced a ₹2 trillion 
package for employment and skilling, 
with the aim of creating 41 million jobs 
in the next five years. Under it, there are 
three schemes for job creation and one 
each for internship and upgradation of 
ITIs. The employment-linked scheme 
for first-timers promises to pay ₹15,000 
to every new employee in three instal-
ments. The second scheme is primarily 
for the manufacturing sector and pro-
poses incentives for employees and 
employers with graded payments for 
four years. The third scheme is a sub-
sidy to the employer, with the govern-
ment contributing ₹3,000 per month as 
part of the employer’s provident fund 
contribution. 

While all three schemes are for enter-
prises registered with the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organization (EPFO), 
thus catering only to the organized 
sector, the conditions for availing the 
scheme are onerous and likely to work 
as a disincentive. The first scheme 
makes it conditional on the employee to 
attend an online financial literacy pro-
gramme to get the subsidy for the sec-
ond month. There is no rationale for 

Public expenditure should aim to lift incomes more directly instead of relying on private employers
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Shared leadership casts a shadow over conglomerates
SUNDEEP KHANNA

E
ven as the US central bank seems set 
to pivot to monetary easing soon, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) appears 
in no hurry to do likewise. Its Mone-
tary Policy Committee’s (MPC) deci-
sion on Thursday showed no sign of 

softening its inflation focus. Not only did it leave 
the central bank’s repo rate—through which 
it modulates short-term lending to regular 
banks—unchanged for the ninth successive 
time at 6.5%, it hasn’t budged on its long-held 
“withdrawal of accommodation” stance. The 
anxiety revealed stems from high food inflation, 
which puts its headline inflation outlook at risk. 
According to official data, the rate of food infla-
tion climbed to 8.4% from a year earlier in June, 
compared with 7.9% in May, mainly due to a 
sharp increase in the prices of vegetables and 
edible oils, and it has now averaged 8% since 
November. With nearly half of India’s retail 
inflation basket made up of food items, this 
meant that the overall consumer-price reading 
took a U-turn. Its year-on-year incline was 5.1% 
in June after averaging 4.8% over the previous 
two months. So far, so clear. 

“The MPC may look through high food infla-
tion if it is transitory; but in an environment of 
persisting high food inflation, as we are experi-
encing now, the MPC cannot afford to do so,” 
Governor Shaktikanta Das said. Various factors 
suggest that food-price pressures might be 
here to stay. Were RBI to ignore these and seek 
price stability without taking food and fuel 
into account (core inflation is just above 3%), it 
would risk spillovers and second-round effects, 
only to achieve a Pyrrhic victory against our 
rising cost of living, a battle it has waged since 
2022. Therefore, RBI is likely to stay hawkish 
until retail inflation is durably squashed to its 

4% target. How soon that happens may hinge 
on the rest of the monsoon season’s rains and 
farm supplies. Thankfully, the economy’s 
growth is not a worry, which means RBI is 
under no pressure to take its eyes off inflation. 
The central bank sees economic expansion at 
7.2% in 2024-25 amid steady urban consump-
tion and improving rural demand, even as 
investment is strong. The latter two have been 
concerns, but its broad optimism is backed by a 
spiffy services-sector performance, high GST 
collections and other supportive data. That 
said, global conditions could yet turn adverse. 

While RBI’s domestic focus is justified, its 
course could soon diverge from that of the US 
Federal Reserve, which is widely expected to 
ease rates next month. That could shake the 
external stability of the Indian rupee, should it 
impact capital flows. A wider rate gap with the 
US may draw more debt money into our assets, 
while equity zest in the West sparked by a Fed 
rate cut could see stock-market outflows, unless 
US recession fears dampen it. Though these 
drivers might balance out evenly, RBI could 
find the rupee’s ‘managed float’ being tested 
and its liquidity control stretched. What seems 
odd in all this is RBI’s stance. Since it’s not yet 
neutral, despite its 4.5% inflation forecast for 
2024-25, it signals a negligible chance of a 
quick pivot. Could RBI’s sticky stance imply 
credence being given to a post-pandemic 
upward shift in the real rate of interest (adjusted 
for inflation) that optimizes growth and price 
stability? A recent RBI research report lays out 
such a possibility. In theory, broad neutrality is 
achieved by a rate that balances investments 
with savings in an economy. The actual picture 
is usually more complex. Whatever RBI’s view, 
a pivot in line with America’s looks unlikely. 

How come RBI’s policy 
stance has not budged? 

Its focus on price stability even as exchange rate volatility risks loom is fine, but it still hasn’t 

shifted its policy stance to ‘neutral.’ Has the economy’s savings-investment fulcrum changed? 
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The rapid spread of 
Ebola across Africa 

should make the Indian 
government get into action 
mode even though most 
pandemic scares prove to 
be false. 

In 2009, because of the
fear of bird flu spreading 
from other Asian 
countries, pharmacies ran 
out of protective masks 
and flights went empty. 
But pandemics are black 
swans: fundamentally 
unpredictable events that 
have a low probability, but 
potentially high impact.

The World Health 
Organization has said that 
the spread of the Ebola 
virus is a public health 
emergency. 

The main issue on the 
frontline will always be 
providing healthcare 
workers with all the 
requisite help. However, 
newer methods have also 
been used to prevent the 
spread of disease. One of 
the most celebrated 
examples is the use of Big 
Data to track the spread of 
cholera in Haiti after the 
devastating earthquake in 
that country in 2010.

India shouldn’t be 
caught unprepared.

QUICK EDIT

Ebola 
warning

BEATING ESTIMATES

SBI posts first 
profit increase 
in six quarters

B Y  V I S H W A N A T H  N A I R  &  

A N U P  R O Y

·························
MUMBAI

India’s largest lender by as-
sets, State Bank of India
(SBI), a proxy for Asia’s

third biggest economy, posted
its first profit increase in six
quarters as it benefited from
higher loan demand and
curbed bad loans.

Net profit rose 3.34% in the
three months ended 30 June to
`3,349 crore from `3,241 crore
a year earlier, said the bank,
which forecast an improve-
ment in its asset quality, sub-
ject to an increase in economic
growth.

The profit surpassed expec-
tations. SBI had been expected
to post a net profit of `3,277.4
crore in the fiscal first quarter,
based on the median of esti-
mates by 31 analysts surveyed
by Bloomberg. 

“Growth in income from
loans and improving asset
quality is driving the profit
growth,” Asutosh Kumar
Mishra, a Mumbai-based bank-
ing analyst at Karvy Stock Brok-
ing Ltd, said by phone. “Still,
investors are waiting to be con-
vinced that improvements in
asset quality will be sustained.”

State-owned banks have
been burdened by rising bad
loans as an economic down-
turn that pushed growth to
sub-5% levels for two consecu-
tive years, high borrowing
costs, and delayed projects
crimped corporate cash flows
and made it difficult for bor-
rowers to repay debt.

SBI is expecting the econo-
my to pick up, and the bank’s
management said asset quality
pressures could have eased al-
ready. 

“Pressures as such do ap-
pear to be subsiding. We need
the economy to pick up to see
an appreciable change in asset

quality,” chairperson Arund-
hati Bhattacharya told report-
ers.

The Reserve Bank of India
expects economic growth to
rise to 5.5% in the current fis-
cal year against 4.7% in the
year ended 31 March 2014 and
4.5% in the preceding year.

On Friday, SBI shares closed
at `2,415.25 each on BSE,
down 0.9% from the previous
close. The exchange’s bench-
mark Sensex fell 1.02% to
25,329.14 points while the
Bankex lost 1.51%.

It is the first time since Octo-
ber-December 2012 that SBI’s
quarterly profit rose year-on-
year. 

“The amount of stressed as-
sets on the bank’s books has
come down as compared to the
previous quarter, which shows
that the stress is moderating
gradually,” said Rajiv Mehta,
executive vice-president at se-
curities house IIFL.

Shares of the 208-year-old
lender surged 40% in the three
months through June, the most
in almost four years, as inves-
tors bet on Bhattacharya rein-
ing in bad loans and newly
elected Prime Minister Naren-
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Net profit rises 3% to  
`3,349 crore in June 
quarter as bank curbs 
bad loans, gains from 
higher loan demand

In trial run, 
BARC to install 
meters to gauge
TV viewing data 
from next week
B Y  S H U C H I  B A N S A L
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·························
NEW DELHI

Starting next week, audience
measurement meters will

be installed in some 22,000
houses across India to capture
the viewership habits of televi-
sion watchers—part of an exer-
cise to put in place a transpar-
ent and reliable television rat-
ings system.

Hansa Research, the market
research firm that used to con-
duct the readership study for
the newspaper industry earli-
er, has been given the task of
installing these meters to pull
viewership data from Indian
television homes. 

“In the trial run, we are like-
ly to begin with 100 meters to
check out their functioning.
The households are being fi-
nalized based on the sample
design. Our function will be
panel recruitment and panel
management,” said Ashok Das,
managing director of Hansa
Research.

Hansa is just one of the part-
ners that the Broadcast Audi-
ence Research Council (BARC)
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WHY AUTO SALES NUMBERS 
MAY NOT MEAN A REVIVAL
 Passenger vehicle sales rose for the third month in a row in July, but 
experts say this does not necessarily mean the automobile sector is 
set for a sustainable rebound, given that entry-level small car and 
commercial vehicle sales are still declining, growth in the motorcycle 
segment remains in single digit and concerns persist about the 
monsoon deficit and its impact on inflation and interest rates.
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As India’s physical security is
tightened ahead of Inde-

pendence Day next week, au-
thorities this time around are
stepping beyond the routine ex-
ercise to beef up cybersecurity
too. 

The National Critical Informa-
tion Infrastructure Protection
Centre (NCIIPC),  which over-
sees cybersecurity operations in
critical sectors, has sent out an
advisory to all agencies and com-
panies that handle websites and
Internet resources in the coun-
try. 

“It has been observed that In-
dian cyberspace traditionally
comes under attack by adversar-
ies on dates of national impor-
tance such as 15 August and 26
January. In the current year 15
August is falling on Friday, fol-
lowed by 2-3 days break. It is
possible that an adversary may
try and take advantage of these
circumstances,” the advisory is-
sued by NCIIPC, dated 31 July,
said. 

The note points out that most
cyber attacks are preceded by re-
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Govt looks to 
beef up 
cybersecurity 
before I-Day
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On 15 December 2005, a
Mumbai-based technolo-

gy company called Geodesic
Information Systems made it
to business publication Red
Herring’s Small Cap 100 list.

Known for innovations like
its live Internet TV service
called Mundu TV, it was the
only Indian firm to be featured
that year in the list of the
“most competitive, the most
innovative and the most prom-
ising technology companies in
the small-cap segment”.

Almost a decade later, the
company, that has since
changed its name to Geodesic
Ltd, is in the process of being
wound up by regulators for de-
faulting on loans. 

On 1 August, the Registrar of
Companies (RoC) informed
BSE Ltd that an official liqui-
dator had been appointed by
the Bombay high court to wind
up Geodesic. 

The RoC notice was posted
on BSE on Friday.

When contacted, Kiran
Kulkarni, managing director
and co-founder of Geodesic,
declined to comment on

grounds that the matter is sub
judice, or before the courts.

The order came after Geo-
desic failed to deposit $162
million (around `1,000 crore
today) with Citibank NA in a
case related to the company’s
failure to redeem foreign cur-
rency convertible bonds (FC-
CBs). Geodesic defaulted on its
FCCB obligations of $157 mil-
lion in early 2013. 

On 7 April 2014, the Bombay
high court passed an order on
a winding-up plea filed by Citi-

bank, the trustee of the bond-
holders, against Geodesic. The
high court, while hearing the
plea, said an official liquidator
will “proceed to take charge of
the assets and properties of the
company, including physical
possession of its assets and
properties” if it failed to de-
posit $162 million with a Lon-
don or Singapore branch of the
bank by 28 April.

On 8 July, the Bombay high
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LOAN DEFAULT

Geodesic gets RoC’s winding-up 
notice, court appoints liquidator

NOTE TO READERS

The Media Marketing Initiative 
booklet with today’s edition is the 
equivalent of a paid-for 
advertisement, and no Mint 
journalists were involved in 
creating it. Readers would do well 
to treat it as an advertisement.

Also, there is no Markets Watch
with today’s edition. 
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Geodesic's shares, which hit an all-time high of R284.10 each on 8 January 2008, 
have been on a steady decline since then.

Source: BSE
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State Bank of India’s
(SBI’s) stock has gone

up about 15% or so in 
the last three months, 
just a bit higher than the 
BSE Sensex. The June 
quarter results indicate 
several reasons for the 
caution.

Sure, gross non-
performing assets (NPAs) 
have come down in 
absolute terms against 
end-March 2014. Net 
NPAs are up just a bit. 

But the manner in 
which those gross NPAs 
have come down is not 
particularly encouraging. 
Recoveries and upgrades 
were lower than in the 
March quarter. Write-
offs were higher, as a 
result of the sale of loans 
to asset reconstruction 
companies. And fresh 
slippages too increased 
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A long, slow 
haul ahead, 
just like the 
economy
MARKTOMARKET
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A leader’s lasting value is 
measured by succession. 

JOHN C.  MAXWELL

is a columnist and author of 

‘Cryptostorm : How India 

Became Ground Zero of a 

Financial Revolution’. 

The budget’s employment-linked 
and other job creation proposals 

acknowledge a severe crisis 
but are too onerous to work and 
err by looking at job creation in 
isolation of economic growth.

India needs public expenditure 
in rural areas and the informal 
sector to boost incomes and 

thus demand. Outsourcing the 
task to the private sector with 

unrealistic schemes won’t help. 

Q U I C K  R E A D

authority over the entire business group.
That the problem runs deep can be seen 

from how a similar dilemma dogs other suc-
cessful groups like Bharti Airtel, where 
again it isn’t clear who among Sunil Mittal’s 
two sons Shravin and Kavin and daughter 
Eiesha will succeed him.

Some experts have floated the idea of a 
Walmart-like structure for Indian family 
groups. The Walton family plays no operat-
ing role in the company and exercises its 
rights merely as a shareholder, while 
retaining only board-level oversight of the 

business.
While it is possible for 

India’s business families 
to emulate that model, 
given the outsized roles 
of incumbents, it will be a 
tall order for their inher-
itors to detach them-
selves completely. 

Tata, for instance, had 
already stepped aside as 
chairman of his group 
when he led the decision 
to oust his handpicked 
successor Cyrus Mistry. 
Even the latest develop-
ment at Tata Trusts, 

Joint leadership is somewhat like that: 
when things are going well, no one has a 
problem. But the moment there’s a bone of 
contention, rifts surface. Strangely, two of 
the three large Indian groups in question  
have had first-hand experience of the perils 
of contested leadership.

At Reliance, Dhirubhai Ambani would 
have thought the house he was leaving 
behind was in order, with his two sons run-
ning the business together. After all, there 
had never been any sign of discord between 
the brothers during his lifetime. It was only 
after his death that dif-
ferences surfaced.

At Tata, it was even 
worse. While J.R.D. Tata 
clearly named Ratan 
Tata, a family member, 
as his successor, the vari-
ous satraps of the group 
refused to accept his 
decision and Tata had to 
fight an attritional battle 
to assert his supremacy.

Both Reliance and 
Tata hit stable paths only 
after an undisputed 
leader took charge and 
stamped his singular 

The question of succession at 
the very top of family controlled 

business groups like Reliance, 
Tata and Adani is salient in 

private conversations but is 
ignored in public discussions.

Coalitional ideas of collective 
control have been floated by 

some observers but these seem 
rather unrealistic and going fully 

professional is an option that 
seldom suits family owners. 

Q U I C K  R E A D

PTI

The government’s job creation 
plans reveal a flawed approach
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A
 week is a long time in politics,” said 
former British prime minister 
Harold Wilson, briefing journalists 
at the time of a sterling crisis. It was 
in the mid-1960s and Wilson was 
referring to the far-reaching fallout 

of the crisis. 
Close to 60 years later, I could perhaps be 

pardoned for tweaking Wilson’s quote to suit the 
world of macroeconomics. Going by the events of 
the past few days, a week could have been a long 
time in monetary policy. Except that, to its credit, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) chose to stay the 
course. Contrary to what many, especially market 
aficionados, were hoping. 

Consider. Till just about a week ago, it was a given 
that RBI’s rate-setting Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) would settle for a relatively pedestrian mone-
tary policy statement. Sure, the six-member MPC 
already had two dissenters, Jayanth Varma and 
Ashima Goyal, both of who had argued (at the last 
meeting in June) for a reduction in the policy (repo) 
rate and a change in stance from ‘focused on with-
drawal of accommodation’ to ‘neutral.’ 

But the composition of the Committee—three 
members from RBI and three external members, 
combined with a casting vote given to RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das in the event of a tie—means 
the Governor’s word usually prevails. And with 
Governor Das already on record that “it is too 
early to talk about an interest rate cut,” given an 
“uncertain global economic environment and 
persistently high home consumer inflation,” and 
reiterating that monetary policy has to be “clearly 
and unambiguously” focused on inflation, it was 
taken for granted that RBI would stay put. 

But that was before US employment data came 
in last Friday showing significantly slower hiring 
and unemployment at its highest in nearly three 
years. When markets opened the following Mon-
day, stocks fell not only in the US, but around the 
world, as investors zeroed in on signs of a slowing 
American economy, fuelling fears that the US Fed 
might have waited too long to cut rates. 

Talk of the US heading into recession gained 
currency soon after. As did talk of a new Sahm rule, 
wherein a 3-month moving average of unemploy-
ment of 50 basis points higher than the lowest in the 
previous 12 months is taken as signalling the onset 
of a recession. That a Fed rate cut would come 
sooner than anticipated was the general view. 

With that, market expectations of a status quo 
policy from our own MPC were suddenly upended. 
Market expectations (hopes?), as distinct from 
those of economists, shifted to a change in stance, 
or, at the very least, more dovish commentary. 

In the event, the governor showed that RBI 
would not be held hostage by market expectations. 
On the contrary, he walked his oft-repeated talk 
that RBI’s policy decisions are driven by domestic 

RBI has wisely charted a course 
that’s unique to India’s economy  
Amid divergent action from major central banks around the world, the Monetary Policy Committee wisely kept rates steady 
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A
merica’s weaker-than-expected 
jobs report last week has sparked a 
debate about whether its economy 

is sliding into recession or whether the rise 
in the unemployment rate in July was due 
to a continuing post-pandemic normaliza-
tion of the labour market. Whichever camp 
you’re in, the right move for the US Federal 
Reserve is to act with urgency, cutting its 
policy rate by a percentage point to 
4.25%-4.5% by the end of 2024 in the name 
of risk management.

It’s a level of easing that the Fed is likely 
to undertake even if the rise in unemploy-
ment ends up being somewhat benign, 
since we no longer need such restrictive 
rates to tame inflation. It makes sense to 
front-load those rate cuts rather than run 
the risk of being too slow to act to forestall 
worse economic outcomes.

If we really are heading into recession, 
there’s not much disagreement on what 
the Fed should do: Cut interest rates a lot 
and fast. That’s where market pricing has 
shifted after a rocky week of economic 
data. Interest rate futures suggest the Fed 
will cut its policy rate by over 200 basis 
points by the end of 2025, taking the Fed 
funds rate down near 3%. This seems rea-
sonable, based on what we’ve seen in prior 
recessions.

It’s the second scenario that is more 
challenging. The US joblessness rate has 
climbed this year from 3.7% to 4.3%, but the 
percentage of people between the ages of 
25 and 54 who are employed has also risen, 
from 80.4% to 80.9%. That’s an unusual 
dynamic with the unemployment rate 
reflecting, in part, rising labour force par-
ticipation.

It’s possible that the explanation of a 
gradual normalization is the correct one, 
that there’s little risk of a rapid increase in 
unemployment, and that the Fed has time 
to be patient. But putting all of one’s eggs in 
that basket is risky. The rate of layoffs is 
currently low, but waiting for job cuts to 
increase means waiting until it’s too late to 
avoid a recession. During the financial cri-
sis, for instance, layoffs didn’t start to spike 
until the middle of 2008 once a recession 
was well underway. The hiring rate has 
already slumped to levels that suggest 
employers feel no compulsion to add to 
their payrolls.

In general, it’s best not to overthink the 
unemployment rate. Inflection points in 
the economy are messy and uncertain by 
nature, and leaning too much into optimis-
tic scenarios can cause severe policy errors. 
Former Fed Chair Ben Bernanke gave his 
“subprime is contained” speech in May 

2007 when the housing market was 
already in the process of collapsing.

The central bank’s job is risk manage-
ment. It’s why policymakers continued to 
increase interest rates in the first half of 
2023 well over a year after their preferred 
measure of inflation had peaked and begun 
to decline. In June, the Fed’s ‘dot plot’— an 
anonymous collection of policymakers’ 
rate expectations—showed a median pro-
jection for a 25-basis-point cut in 2024, fol-
lowed by four more reductions in 2025, or 
1.25 percentage points of easing overall. 
Both American labour market and inflation 
data have weakened since then. A revised 
dot-plot today would likely show more 
aggressive cuts, and we know from Chair 
Jerome Powell’s comments on Wednesday 
that policymakers are prepared to lower 
rates in September.

So why wait? Inflation risks have moder-
ated sufficiently, so the main argument 
against cutting more aggressively than 
they’ve previously signalled would be the 
risk that markets are alarmed by what that 
says about the economic outlook. 

Fortunately, Jerome Powell can use his 
upcoming speech at the Kansas City Fed’s 
conference in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, to 
shape the narrative.

Swift rate cuts would relieve pressure for 
Americans struggling to make payments 
on floating-rate credit card debt or to get 
financing for a new car. It would help the 
millions of homeowners who bought when 
mortgage rates were high, with refinancing 
at lower rates freeing up household bud-
gets for other types of consumption. The 
main headwind for the economy right now 
is high borrowing costs.

Foot dragging among policymakers 
harkens back to the economic situation 
and Fed debate from early 2022. At the 
time, the dispute was over whether infla-
tion was transitory, and whether raising 
interest rates by 25 basis points once a 
quarter would be too fast. Ultimately, infla-
tion got worse and the Fed had to respond 
aggressively. Many economists now 
believe that delay in raising rates was a mis-
take. Now, we’re in the opposite situation 
with a cooling labour market. The Fed has 
already signalled a likelihood of cutting 
rates at the September meeting. Policy-
makers lose little and have much to gain by 
moving quickly. ©BLOOMBERG

The US Fed must act to reduce 
rates swiftly—recession or not

The case for policy easing is clear even if the US economy holds up

Fed chair Jerome Powell’s Jackson Hole 

speech is awaited keenly AFP

considerations. Sure, no central bank, least of all an 
emerging economy’s, can ignore the ramifications 
of Fed action. But apart from a passing mention of 
“global financial markets exhibiting volatility,” 
Governor Das chose to focus on domestic factors: 
the strength of our macro-economic fundamentals 
that gives RBI the necessary policy space to focus 
on its primary responsibility: getting headline 
inflation to India’s 4% target. 

When pressed to comment on 
the conspicuous silence about 
last week’s market turmoil in the 
Monetary Policy Resolution at 
the press conference later in the 
day, Governor Das was candid. 
“It would be premature to talk 
about a recession in the US,” he 
said, refusing to be drawn any 
further, other than reiterating 
that RBI is “watchful of all 
incoming data from domestic 
and external sources.” 

He made it clear that RBI was 
not going to be deflected either 
by the fact that core (CPI exclud-
ing food and fuel) inflation at 
3.1% in May-June touched a new 
low. Or by the debate triggered by the recent Eco-
nomic Survey’s suggestion that monetary policy 
should consider targeting inflation excluding food. 

His caution is not misplaced. Apart from the fact 
that RBI’s target is ‘headline’ and not ‘core’ infla-
tion, there has been a pick-up in retail inflation to 

5.1% in June, with the likelihood of a reversal in the 
expected moderation in the pace of disinflation (the 
second-quarter projection was revised upward 
from 3.8% in the June MPC note to 4.4%). Inflation 
is moderating, but, as Governor Das put it, the pace 
of disinflation is uneven and slow and there is still 
some distance before it aligns with the 4% target. 

Second, high food inflation (food has a weight 
of 46% in the consumption basket) holds the 

possibility that it could spill 
over— economists call this 
‘second-order effects’—to other 
commodities and ultimately 
impact core inflation. Third, 
the public at large identifies with 
food rather than headline infla-
tion. Fourth, high food inflation 
affects household inflation 
expectations, impacting not 
only the future trajectory of 
inflation, but also resulting in 
inflation getting entrenched 
or sticky. 

The Governor was emphatic. 
The MPC can look through high 
food inflation if it is ‘transitory.’ 
But in an environment of persist-

ent high food inflation, as at present, it cannot 
afford to do so. We paid the price (in common with 
other central banks, including the mighty Fed) 
for believing high inflation was ‘transitory’ in the 
aftermath of monetary policy easing during covid. 
We cannot afford to repeat that mistake. 

Markets shaken by fears of a US 
recession may have expected a 
more dovish approach by RBI 

but Governor Das made it clear 
that domestic considerations 

would drive Indian policy.

A price was paid for treating 
high inflation as ‘transitory’ in 
the aftermath of monetary 

policy easing during the covid 
pandemic and we cannot afford 

to repeat that mistake.

Q U I C K  R E A D

SAMIRAN GHOSH based on a rough global estimate of $371 bil-
lion annually for basic universal health cov-
erage. Three years of funding could help 
establish systems in many countries.

Clean energy transition: $270 billion. The 
balance amount. IRENA suggests a com-
plete energy transition will require $131 tril-
lion by 2050. So this amount, while signifi-
cant, is only a fraction of what’s needed.

Is this adequate? In most cases, far greater 
allocations are needed to solve these issues. 
However, experts believe these estimates 
would help us make significant progress, or, 
in some cases, achieve specific goals (like 
ending hunger by 2030).

While a $7 trillion AI chip manufacturing 
ecosystem sounds impressive and may even 
be an urgent need for Planet Earth, it’s 
worth considering whether we might get 
more bang for our buck elsewhere. 

But who knows? Maybe this super-AI will 
solve all these problems for us. Remember 
that we once thought 640KB of RAM was 
more than anyone would ever need. Per-
haps in the future, we’ll look back at Alt-
man’s request and chuckle, “Only $7 tril-
lion? How quaint!”—right before our AI 
overlords ask us to solve another CAPTCHA 
to prove we’re human.

lion (for 10 years at $265 billion annually). 
This figure comes from the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization’s esti-
mate of funds needed to end hunger by 
2030. I have allocated funding for ten years, 
as this would create a sustainable impact.

Climate-change mitigation: $2.4 trillion 
based on the IPCC’s estimate of annual 
investments needed in the energy sector 
until 2035 to limit global warming to 1.5° 
Celsius. I have allocated one year’s worth of 
this estimate, though the challenge requires 

ongoing investment.
Universal access to 

clean water and sanita-
tion: $570 billion (five 
years at $114 billion per 
year). The World Bank 
estimates that $114 billion 
annually is needed to 
achieve universal access 
to safely managed water 
and sanitation services 
by 2030. I provided five 
years of funding to make 
significant progress.

Universal healthcare: 
$1.11 trillion (three years 
at $370 billion per year) 

Before we hand over the equivalent of the 
combined GDP of India and the whole of 
Africa, let’s explore what other world-chang-
ing feats we could accomplish with that kind 
of cash. Apple has a market cap of about $3.33 
trillion (as of the date I wrote this). Altman 
could buy two Apples and still have money 
left over for a few Android phones.

Let us take another number. The global 
artificial intelligence (AI) market will be 
$1.3-$1.8 billion by 2030, depending on the 
source (Statista: $1.8 trillion by 2030; Faist-
group: $1.81 trillion by 
2030; and Marketsand-
Markets: $1.4 trillion by 
2030). Altman’s request 
is about 3.8 times this 
entire projected market.

Now, I do not want to 
be a ‘frivolous Sam’ (my 
call name used to be Sam 
when I was at IBM—no 
idea why). So, I took it 
upon myself to figure 
out some ‘more worthy 
causes’ that might 
deserve this money.

Global hunger and 
malnutrition: $2.65 tril-

“parkway” when we drive on it and “drive-
way” when we park on it. Hence, all the costs.

Is it needed? Some experts argue that this 
level of investment is key to keeping up with 
the exponential growth of AI capabilities. 
Others suggest Altman accidentally added 
a few extra zeros to his funding estimate.

So, how much is $7 trillion? It’s enough to 
do plenty else. I could suggest a few ideas.

The money could fund America’s space 
agency Nasa for more than 250 years at its 
current budget.

Cost: $7 trillion.
Outcome: We’d probably find aliens before 

Altman’s AI becomes self-aware.
Or we could build around 4,600 Burj 

Khalifa skyscrapers like the one in Dubai.
Cost: $1.5 billion per skyscraper.
Outcome: The world’s most expensive game 

of Jenga.
And my personal favourite: Buy everyone 

on Earth a lifetime supply of avocados.
Cost: $1,000 per person.
Outcome: World peace through shared 

guacamole.
Lest I give the wrong impression of my 

budgetary priorities, let’s sprinkle some 
published data to add a dash of reality to our 
humour soufflé.

I
n a world where billionaires launch into 
space for fun, Sam Altman of OpenAI 
fame has upped the game of one-upman-

ship by throwing a number into the uni-
verse that has made economists and mathe-
maticians do a collective face-palm: $7 tril-
lion. That is not a typo. It is seven trillion US 
dollars, a number so large that it’s practi-
cally a black hole in the world of finance that 
makes most tech-startup pitches look like 
lemonade-stand business plans.

Sam Altman has said he needs $7 trillion. 
Why? According to reports, he is on a mis-
sion to build a global network of AI chip fac-
tories, data centres and power plants. Appar-
ently, training the next generation of AI 
models requires more computing power 
because they may need to solve a Rubik’s 
cube while juggling flaming torches, riding 
a unicycle and translating Tolstoy’s War and 
Peace into Klingon. These models will 
attempt to understand the nuances of human 
language in all its glory, including why we say 

Altman’s $7 trillion AI ask: How else to save the world?

is a technology advisor 

and podcast host. Sam Altman’s $7 trillion plan for 
an AI support ecosystem of chip 

factories, data centres, power 
plants and more makes most 
tech-startup pitches look like 

lemonade-stand business plans.

This sort of money could fund 
Nasa for 250 years or build 4,600 
Burj Khalifas, but we could also 

wipe out hunger, mitigate climate 
adversities, invest in clean energy 
and go for universal healthcare. 

Q U I C K  R E A D
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Phogat: Not a 
medallist but 
a winner
Heroic achievements and heartbreaks are the very 
essence of sports. Wrestler Vinesh Phogat, 29, now 
exemplifies this like few before her have done. In the 
space of a single night, Phogat went from a possible gold 
on the 50-kg Olympic podium – which would have been 
India’s feat too – to being disqualified. She returns from 
Paris without a medal despite having beaten the world 
number one, the unbeaten Yui Susaki, and being as-
sured of an Olympic 
silver. Despite ex-
treme measures 
such as cutting hair, 
sniping jersey, cyc-
ling for hours, sauna 
time, and willing to 
draw blood to re-
duce weight to 
below, she left the 
weigh-in spot with 
tears of devastation 
for the extra 100 
grams she had. It 
was, for her and for 
India, the death of a 
dream, too heavy a heartbreak. The Indian contingent 
filed an appeal against the disqualification. 

Whichever way the story turns from here, Phogat is 
a winner on and off the wrestling mat even if she is not 
the gold medallist she could have been. Not all victories 
are medals and trophies; a few like Phogat’s are to be 
cherished for the significance they bring into public life. 
Phogat, the lesser of the cousins of the illustrious 
wrestler family in Haryana, saw her father being shot 
dead outside her home when still a child. Her resilience, 
grit and fierce sense of purpose brought her to where 
she won laurels for India in Asian Games and World 
Championships.  

Phogat carried the fire in her belly to the streets in 
New Delhi last year when she, along with her col-
leagues, took on the then chief of the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India and BJP MP Brij Bhushan Singh Sharan 
for sexual harassment. The visual of her pinned down 
by Delhi cops was a turning moment. Despite his 
threats, she almost made it to the Olympic podium — 
the significance of this must never be lost. Phogat has 
shown us all how to fight — win or lose. 

There are, indeed, questions of accountability in all 
that transpired in the Paris Olympics leading to her gut-
wrenching disqualification. Why, for instance, was she 
not allowed to compete in her chosen category of 53 kgs 
during the trials? What did the monitoring team do that 
allowed her weight to rise after the semi-final? Who 
could have, should have, been more careful at every step 
of the way? The answers are unlikely to change the story 
for Phogat but they are important. Phogat is a winner, 
India’s hero, on and off the mat.

Phogat is a 
winner on and 
off the mat even 
if she is not the 
gold medallist 
she could have 
been. Not all 
victories are 
medals and 
trophies Why Harris picked Tim Walz, and 

what it means for the election
Walz and Harris get along like a house on fire, and this rubs off on their 
supporters who have thronged to all of their rallies by the thousands

US Vice President 
and the Demo-
cratic Party’s 
nominee for the 

2024 presidential election Kamala 
Harris has picked the relatively un-
known Minnesota Governor Tim 
Walz as her running mate. Walz was 
in the running for a week or so, along 
with Pennsylvania Governor Josh 
Shapiro who looked like the more de-
sirable candidate since his state is 
possibly the most important consti-
tuency that could decide this year’s re-
sults. 

American presidential election re-
sults are based on the electoral college 
system. Each state is allocated a 
number of electoral college delegates, 
depending on its number of US Rep-
resentatives (equivalent to a Lok 
Sabha MP in India) and the two sena-
tors. California, for example, has 54 
votes. Texas has 40. On the other 
hand, Vermont has just three. The 
candidate that wins the state’s popular 
vote is declared the outright winner 
and is allotted the state’s electoral col-
lege votes. Whoever wins 270 or more 
votes, is declared the President. 

To be sure, you can lose the overall 
popular vote across the country, and 
still become President because you 
could win key states with more votes. 
This is exactly what happened in No-
vember 2016 when Donald Trump 
polled 63 million votes, three million 
fewer than Hillary Clinton, and yet be-
came President because he won key 
battleground states such as Pennsyl-

vania, Michigan, Arizona and Wis-
consin. In 2020, Trump lost both the 
popular vote as well as the electoral 
college. This time round, Joe Biden 
won the exact same swing states, and 
comprehensively defeated his Repub-
lican Party rival in the electoral col-
lege. In terms of popular vote, Biden 
had won 81 million to Trump’s 74 mil-
lion. 

It was important to contextualise 
the swing states in the choice of Har-
ris’ running mate. Pennsylvania, with 
19 votes could turn out to be the most 
important state in a tight race. Three 
other swing states — Arizona (11), Mi-
chigan (15) and Wisconsin (10) — are 
key regions that could decide the elec-
tion, and consequently America’s fu-
ture. Nevada (6) and Georgia (16) are 
two other swing states. Together, the 
swing states command 77 electoral 
college votes. Because Pennsylvania 
holds a disproportionately outsize in-
fluence, Shapiro, who is quite popular 
there, may have been the obvious 
choice. However, Harris went with 
Walz.  

Why? My Washington DC sources 
told me that Shapiro, in his meeting 
with Harris on Sunday, demanded a 
bigger role in decision-making if she 
wins the presidency. The Vice Presi-
dent does not have a substantial role 
in administration in the US, and is 
called upon only when the President 
is incapacitated. In the US Senate, the 
VP is the chairperson, and can be 
asked to cast her deciding vote in case 
of a tie in passing a legislation. There 

are other responsibilities, of course, 
but nothing much of consequence. 
Harris found herself in this position 
with Biden. Though there was no ac-
rimony between the two, Harris had 
a rather cold chemistry with her boss, 
and Biden hardly called on her for the 
bigger decisions. Shapiro wanted to 
change this. 

Two, Walz is relatable. He served in 
the US Army for 24 years; he was a 
high school teacher and later a foot-
ball coach. He served in the US Con-
gress for 12 years before becoming a 
two-time governor of Minnesota. He 
was also endorsed by the United Auto 
Workers, one of the largest workers’ 
unions in the US. His CV, therefore, is 
exactly what Harris wants to win 
Middle America votes. 

Three, the Minnesota man is a 
popular two-term governor. He has 
been passing legislation, including an 
abortion law, that has endeared him-

self to progressives. 
And then, there’s the chemistry. 

Walz and Harris get along like a house 
on fire, and this rubs off on their sup-
porters who have thronged to all of 
their rallies by the thousands, with 
several thousands more waiting out-
side the venue to get in. Walz’s folksy 
oratory — as compared to the urbane 
Shapiro who sounds exactly like a 
vocal doppelganger of former Presi-
dent Barack Obama — has endeared 
himself to the Democratic base just 
two days into his announcement. 

There could be a deal between 
Harris and Shapiro, who has prom-
ised to campaign wholeheartedly in 
Pennsylvania for the ticket despite los-
ing the VP role. Sources suggest that 
Shapiro could get Secretary of State if 
he delivers the state to the Democrats. 

The last 72 hours have been a com-
plete turnaround for the Democrats, 
thanks to Walz’s selection. He has 

brought back the energy needed for 
the Democrats to not only compete 
against the Trump-Vance ticket, but 
also has given them the hope of vic-
tory. There is a slew of opinion polls 
expected to be released over the 
weekend that could demonstrate this. 

The other impact that Walz’s selec-
tion has had is that the Trump cam-
paign has been caught unawares; 
there seems to be no coherent re-
sponse other than accusing him of 
being “very liberal”. Admittedly in the 
world of Trump’s Republican base, 
“liberal” is a far greater insult than 
being called “Satan”. Yet, in the larger 
context of the election, there has been 
no damage so far. 

In his interview with Harris, Walz 
apparently told her that he is happy to 
play second fiddle in terms of respon-
sibilities while he will push himself to 
get the necessary votes from the swing 
states. As per plan, the two have been 
touring these battleground states since 
the announcement. By the time the 
Democratic National Convention takes 
place in Chicago later this month, they 
would have toured at least four or five 
of the battleground states. 

Trump and Vance, meanwhile, will 
have to regroup. The next 89 days are 
when the elections are going to be 
won and lost.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Dear reader, We are eager to know your opinions, comments and suggestions. Write to letters@fpj.co.in with the title of the letter in the subject line. 
Using snail mail? Send your letters to The Free Press Journal, Free Press House, 215 Free Press Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021.

Sachin Kalbag, Senior Fellow at The Tak-
shashila Institution, is a former Washington 
Correspondent and editor of Indian news-
papers. Email: sachin@takshashila.org.in. 
Twitter: @SachinKalbag

Bangladesh’s Muhammad Yunus was set to float 
a political party of his own in 2007 but he did not fol-
low through. Seventeen years later the Nobel laureate 
recognised for his work in micro-finance, especially 
the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, now heads the in-
terim government in his country after Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina stepped down and ignominiously 
fled the strife-torn nation. Yunus has his tasks cut out 
for him, from quelling the violence in the short term 
to bringing back a sense of stability in the following 
weeks to ensuring that free and fair elections are held 
in the long term. 

Yunus was the choice of the students’ groups which 
have led the agita-
tion in the country 
for months now 
against what they al-
lege were stage-
managed elections in 
January, which re-
turned Hasina to 
power, and her auto-
cratic ways and 
structures. Her 
shoot-at-sight orders 
to defence and po-
lice forces leading to 
hundreds to deaths 
of protestors have 
opened deep 
wounds for many in a nation that had seen violent 
uprisings and similar deaths in 1970-71, when it was 
still East Pakistan, immediately before it was liber-
ated with help from India. Yunus termed this time as 
“second independence” when he touched down at 
Dhaka from Paris. The Hasina government had filed 
more than 100 criminal cases against him and he was 
out on bail after being sentenced to six months in jail; 
he termed the charges as politically motivated. He 
was cleared of them today. 

Yunus commands great respect and regard among 
academicians and social sector advocacy activists 
around the world. His pioneering work has helped 
him form international connections too. Yunus faces 
a tough task but is in the best position to influence 
his country’s trajectory. As the face of Bangladesh’s 
interim government, he will be called upon to lever-
age his best qualities such as academic wisdom, pa-
tience and ability to work through challenges. He will 
look to his friends and supporters outside Bangla-
desh to boost his efforts. Whether that includes 
India, known for its friendliness with Hasina, is left 
to be seen.

Tough task for 
Yunus in B’desh

Yunus 
commands 
great respect 
among 
academicians 
and social 
sector 
advocacy 
activists 
around the 
world

Drop by drop 
Now that the world class 
building, built by (presum-
ably) world class architects 
and engineers, using world 
class construction ma-
terials and world class de-
sign is leaking drop by 
clear drop, it's time to take 
necessary action before 

the drops create a deluge 
like situation for our parlia-
mentarians. A few sugges-
tions that may be acted 
upon are as follows: 
• Raincoats may be pro-
vided to all MPs, be they 
from the ruling party or 
from the Opposition, lest 
the entire building springs 

a leak. The nation can ill af-
ford to miss even a single 
session. (FM to make 
special budgetary provi-
sion for raincoats. Also, 
due precaution must be 
taken, so that bulk orders 
for raincoats are not 
placed with cronies of the 
ruling dispensation.) 

• More buckets need to be 
placed on standby. Only 
blue buckets will do, saf-
fron buckets are likely to 
create a controversy. 
• Under the skill devel-
opment programme, MPs 
may be taught to make 
paper boats by themselves 
(Aatmanirbhar Bharat) 
and sail them in the pool 
that is sooner than later 
going to be created.  
• Media houses should be 
given clear instructions 
not to make a lake out of a 
small leak by overzealous 
reporting. 
• A “hawan” ceremony may 
be held at the earliest to 
ward off the “inauspicious” 
leak that has given rise to 
so many flushed faces. 

Avinash Godboley, 
Dewas 

 
A bad example 
With reference to the letter 
by Avinash Godboley, ‘All 
the President’s jaunts’ 
(Aug 8), work and pleasure 
have never been shown to 
mix well. Perks given to 
politicians and ministers 
should drastically be re-
duced; the same goes for 
the President. 
Peter Castellino, Mumbai

Bag that weight! 
The implementation of 
bagless days will make 
learning in schools more 
joyful, experimental and 
hopefully stress-free. 
The national education 
policy 2020 has recom-
mended that all students 
in classes 6-8 participate 
in a 10-day bagless 
period. The idea behind 
this move is to make 
them an integral part of 
the learning process 
rather than the existing 
education. It will give 
them a firsthand experi-
ence of important voca-
tional crafts and 
disciplines. Talent in 
children needs to be 
nurtured from an early 

age. It helps them de-
velop better confidence, 
resilience and self-regu-
lation skills. By engaging 
students in hands-on 
projects, the school 
fosters practical applica-
tion of knowledge. 
Jayanthy Subramaniam, 

Mumbai 
 

II 
For some time now, 
there has been a de-
mand to reduce the 
burden of school bags, 
which now seems to be 
coming to fruition. 
Children will be taken to 
and learn about different 
places. 

Sandeep Kumar,  
Madhupur (Jharkhand)
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Decimation, demilitarisation and 
deradicalisation is the solution
Hamas is part of the network of totalitarian organisations which aim 
to bring the whole world under the flag of their interpretation of Islam

October 7, 2023 
shall remain 
perhaps the 
darkest day in 

the history of Israel as a nation. In 
one day, nearly 1200 Israeli civil-
ians and military personnel were 
brutally murdered by the Hamas 
terrorists. They burned babies in 
ovens, raped women and took 
about 250 hostages, among them 
were Holocaust survivors. This de-
manded a response — a response 
to free the hostages, to avenge the 
dead and to eliminate the maniacal 
ideology which led to this un-
matched brutality. Hamas is part of 
the network of totalitarian organ-
isations like Al Qaeda and ISIS 
which aim to bring the whole 
world under the flag of their inter-
pretation of Islam. So let me make 
it clear at the outset that Israel is 
fighting a war on behalf of the free 
and democratic world. The civil 
movements which support 
Hamas’s right to rule Gaza are in a 
way negating their own right to 
live in a pluralistic society. The call 
“from the river to the Sea” in reality 
aims to annihilate the state of Is-

rael. 
Israel wants peace in the region. 

We withdrew from Gaza in 2005 in 
the hope that the Palestinians 
could contrive a working and re-
sponsible state. They however 
elected Hamas to power, which re-
fuses to recognise the state of Israel 
or abide by the peace treaties 
signed by Palestinians in the past. 
In 2007, Hamas seized power of 
Gaza in a violent coup. Over the 
past 17 years, it siphoned off bil-
lions of dollars of aid and used it 
for building hundreds of kilo-
metres of underground tunnels, 
procuring arms and firing rockets 
indiscriminately against Israel. For 
years, we allowed thousands of 
people in Gaza to work in Israel 
hoping that the economic incen-
tive will work as a deterrent. How-
ever, what happened on October 7, 
2023 has shattered our belief that 
you can buy peace with terror. 

It's now been over 300 days since 
this war began. So where do we 
stand? Gaza at this point is more or 
less totally under Israeli control. A 
large number of Hamas fighters 
have been eliminated by Israel. 

Hamas uses civilian infrastructure 
like schools and hospitals for stor-
ing rockets and ammunition. That 
Hamas, an ostensibly pro-Palesti-
nian force is using civilians in Gaza 
as human shields is perhaps the 
most telling example of how terror 
outfits operate only for their own 
gains, paying no heed to the suffer-
ing of those they claim to be fight-
ing for. Hamas's aforementioned 
use of civilians as human shields as 
also its refusal to return the hos-
tages constitutes as grave a viol-
ation of international law, human 
rights and basic human sensibil-
ities as one can imagine. 

While one is accustomed to 
apologia for such actions emanat-
ing from terror organisations and 
their benefactors, it's usually as-
sumed that international bodies, 
especially the UN, would conduct 
themselves in ways befitting the 
high offices they occupy. Unfor-
tunately, that doesn't seem to be 
the case any more. If it wasn't 
enough that the UNRWA facilities 
themselves were being abused to 
further the goals of Hamas, one 
now sees nothing less than the Sec-

retary General’s office itself engag-
ing in “providing context” to the 
unequivocally condemnable ac-
tions of Oct 7th. The penchant of 
the UN as also of the ICJ, ICC and 
other international bodies to re-
peatedly disregard Hamas's use of 
human shields and equating the 
atrocities committed by leaders of 
terror outfits with the legitimate 
response to such attacks headed by 
democratically elected govern-
ment of a sovereign state only 
serves to further weaken the credi-
bility that such bodies enjoy. 

Israel has always strived to live 
in peace with its neighbours. In the 
past, we have made peace with 
Egypt and Jordan. In the recent 
past, Israel established full diplo-
matic relations with UAE, Bahrain, 
Morocco and South Sudan. We are 
working closely with the moderate 
Arab countries on platforms like 
I2U2 and IMEC. However, the Oct 
7 attacks taught us that regional 
peace and stability will remain a 
distant dream unless we end the 
Hamas rule in Gaza and dismantle 
the Iranian terror network in the 
region. Israel is fighting a seven-

front war. It doesn't want to esca-
late the situation but is well pre-
pared to defend its borders and 
people. Any long-term peace in the 
region requires decimation of 
Hamas, demilitarisation of Gaza 
strip and rebuilding with the help 
of countries that have friendly re-
lations with Israel and deradical-
isation of the people. 

In such tribulating times, it's the 
outpouring of support from sen-
sible and empathetic people all 
over the world that has worked as 
a moral force for Israel to continue 
its efforts towards ending this 
ideology of hate and terror and 
battling the rise of anti-Semitism 
globally. The unequivocal support 
from our Indian friends is over-
whelming and heartening. India, 
being a victim of cross border ter-
rorism has shown great under-
standing of Israel's predicaments. 
We, the Jewish people, have a long 
memory and never forget the 
people and countries which sup-
port us during difficult times.

The writer is the Consul General of Israel to 
Mid-West India
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Horror is like a serpent; always shedding its
skin, always changing.And itwill always

come back. — DARIO ARGENTOTHEEDITORIALPAGE

While adhering to the
principle of unity of the
people and resolute struggle
against communal and
divisive forces, he
endeavoured to broaden the
appeal of the Left to younger
generations. His interest in
literature, culture and
political change produced an
array of publications in
literary criticism, original
plays, and translation of
masterpieces of world
literature. He was a crusader
against political vengeance
and insisted on engagement
with his critics.

COMMUNIST WHO SAW FUTURE
BuddhadebBhattacharjeewasfirminhisconvictionthathistorywouldabsolvehim

BUDDHADEBBHATTACHARJEE—Buddhada
to us—passed away Thursdaymorning. He
had been suffering for quite some time. His
condition hadworsened due to prolonged
lung-relatedafflictions.Inandoutofthehos-
pital, a couple of timeshis doctorsmanaged
tobringhimbackhome.Butnotthistime.He
succumbedtoaseverecardiacattack.
Buddhadawasoneoftheyoungergener-

ation of leaderswho came into prominence
andcontributedtotheresurgenceoftheParty
and the Left inWest Bengal in the turbulent
late ’60s. Initiated through student activism,
he soon became themain face of the youth
movementasthefirstgeneralsecretaryofthe
youthorganisationin1968andbuiltthedem-
ocratic youth federation across the state. He
emergedasakey leaderandorganiserof the
youngergeneration,instrumentalinmobilis-
ing the youth against severe assaults on the
PartyandtheLeftinresistingthesemi-fascist
terrorof the ’70s.
Afteritsemergencein1977,theLeftFront

establisheditselfatthehelmofaffairs inthe
political landscape ofWest Bengal. First as
MLA and then as a prominentmember of
JyotiBasu’sgovernment,Buddhadaplayeda
key role in consolidating the advances on
people’s issues. In 2000, when Jyoti Basu
stepped down, Bhattacharjee became the
chiefminister. He led the Party and the Left
Front in theassemblyelections in2001and
subsequently in2006.

Buddhada combined a firm commit-
menttotheprinciplesof thestruggleforthe
emancipation of downtrodden sections
with an effort to assert amodern and con-
temporary outlook geared to meet the
changingglobalandnationalcontext.Hebe-
lieved deeply that the significant advances
etched out by the Left and the progressive
movement, based on economic and social
justice ushered in by agrarian reforms, had
led to stunningadvances indeepening jus-
tice, improving the conditionsof thework-
ing people and providing a strong founda-
tion for furtherprogress.
Hewantedtogiveavigorouspushtothe

industrial policy initiated in 1994 to take a
big leap inprovidingemploymentbybuild-
ing industry. Despite the decline in public
sector investment in industry and agricul-
ture, he believed, alongwith the collective
opinionof thePartyandtheLeft, that trans-
formingthenatureofBengal’seconomywith
greater priorities onmodern industry, was
essential for the state,whichwasat a cross-
roads, tomove forward. Critics denigrated
himforthisstance,buthisapproachwasnot
at the cost of economic and social justice,
whichwason firmerground.
Buddhada’s personal life was modest

andfrugal.Henevermovedoutofhissmall
two-bedroomflat inSouthKolkata,evenaf-
ter reaching high office. He did not believe
inenjoyinganythingbeyondwhatwasnec-

essary for life.Hedeeplybelievedinadem-
ocratic style of government. While adher-
ingtothebasicprincipleofunityof thepeo-
pleandresolutestruggleagainstcommunal
and divisive forces, he endeavoured to
broaden the appeal of the Left to younger
generations. His interest in literature, cul-
ture and political change produced an ar-
rayofpublicationsinliterarycriticism,orig-
inal plays, and translation of masterpieces
ofworld literature.
He was a crusader against political

vengeance and insisted onpolitical engage-
mentwithhiscritics.His lifestyleandgover-
nancewerebeyondcontroversyandremain
largelyunblemished.
After the electoral setback of the Left in

2011, thoughsaddenedbythenewsituation,
hewasfirminhisconvictionthatcontempo-
raryhistorywouldabsolvehimandhisbeliefs.
ThepresentsituationinWestBengalandthe
countryhighlightsthestarkcontrastbetween
agenuine,insightfulpeople’sleaderandthose
whodisplayopulenceandgrandeur,removed
fromthepeople’saspirations.Bhattacharjee’s
lifemayhaveended,buthislegacywillbere-
membered in the times to come. The young
peopleofWestBengalwillalwayshaveafond
memoryof howhe inspired themtowardsa
futureofhopeandtransformation.

Thewriter isPolitburomemberofthe
CPI(M)andformerRajyaSabhaMP

Nilotpal Basu

WHAT’S THE LESSON to learn fromVinesh
Phogat’snightmare?Thatthepatriarchywill
alwaysgetthelastlaugh?It’stemptingtofall
into that trap (I certainlydid fora fewhours
aftermyfavouritewrestlerwasdisqualified),
but in recent years,manyof ushaveunder-
stoodthatthoughthatiswhattheestablish-
mentmaywantyoutobelieve, the reality is
quitedifferent—seethewayKamalaHarris
vsDonaldTrumpisunfolding in theUS.
“I lost...my courage is all broken, I don’t

have anymore strength now,” Vinesh said
thenextday,announcingherretirement.But
forus,onandoff themat,Vineshwillalways
be undefeated. Whether in the Paris
OlympicsagainstYuiSusaki,theworld’sbest
wrestler in her weight category, a woman
unusedtofailure,orwhenpittedagainstfor-
merWrestling Federationof India chief Brij
BhushanSharanSingh,amanwithsomuch
politicalcloutthatamachogovernmentwas
afraid to hold him accountable for alleged
sexualharassment,Vineshhasalwaysbeen
our winner. Abhinav Bindra tweeted that
thanks to Phogat, the nationwas unitedly
learning what it means to “never lose the
fight inus”.
While Susaki spent all her time training

forParis, Phogatwas inadesperate fight for
justice. The patriarchy, represented here by
thestateandsportingofficialdom,droveher
andherfellowdecoratedwrestlerstoprotest
onthestreets for40days.Hervictory—and
disqualification—feltdeeplypersonal.
In 2020, I won a prolonged court battle

against a formerminister in the Narendra
Modi government. Thisweek,whenPhogat
startedacinghermatches,IfeltlikeIhadwon
again. That her successwas vindication for
everything this country puts its women
through. Phogat and I share the same legal
team,ledbylawyerRebeccaJohn,butPhogat’s
joy and grief is personal formany of us. The
languageusedbywomento sharehowthey
feltafterthenewsofPhogat’sdisqualification
brokewasintimate—“painful”,“heartbreak-
ing”, “angry”, “weepy”,“shattering”.
Phogathadthecollectiveprayersand“you

go, girl” cheers of Indianwomen forwhom
sexualharassmentisadailyreality.Andtheir
anger.Shechannelledthisrageofwomento
barrel through to the final. I recognised the

As the coaches and doctors
explain why they couldn’t
save our star athlete from
disqualification, let’s remind
ourselves that Phogat’s
successes were despite the
hurdles her country placed
in front of her in the run-up
to what is every athlete’s
most important
international tournament.
Phogat’s Paris story will
forever be juxtaposed
against the images of
policewomen using force to
drag her away as she
screamed and struggled, the
Indian flag lying on the floor.

emotion fromnearly 8,000 km away. After
her disqualification, our feelings of pride in
Phogat andanger against a systemthatdid-
n’t care enough have only increased.More
thanever,Vinesh is theheroweneed.
ChiefmedicalofficerDinshawPardiwala

saidtheteamtried“allpossibledrasticmeas-
ures”fromcuttingherhairtoshorteningthe
lengthofherclothes.Asthecoachesanddoc-
torsexplainwhytheycouldn’t saveour star
athlete from disqualification, let’s remind
ourselves that Phogat’s successeswere de-
spitethehurdleshercountryplacedinfront
ofherintherun-uptowhatiseveryathlete’s
most important international tournament.
Phogat’sParisstorywill foreverbejuxta-

posed against the images of policewomen
usingforcetodragherawayasshescreamed
and struggled, the Indian flag lying on the
floor. As shewent from victory to victory, I
couldn’t help but think that when the PM
congratulatedher,heshouldusetheoppor-
tunity to apologise to Phogat and her col-
leaguesforpolicemisbehaviouranddenialof
justice. For all thepublic andprivatehumil-
iation they have endured and for backing a
politicallypowerfulmanovertheuglytruth
ofwomenwhoarepreyeduponinthework-
place. Now that’s the real lost opportunity.
The PM got awaywith a tweet about “de-
spair” and“resilience”.
ThesamedayPhogatwonthesemi-final

against her Cuban opponent, her lawyers
wereinaDelhicourtroom.Johnsaidshehad
watched thewrestlers from the time they
wereprotestingatJantarMantar.“Isawthem
beaten,bruised,conflicted,”shesaid.“Vinesh
kept tellingme this is the time I should use
forpractice. Ihaven’tpractisedformonths.”
Phogathad told John that shewouldbeun-
available to record evidence until the
Olympicswasover.
Incaseyouhave forgottenthehistoryof

themantheIndianstatehassteadfastlysup-
ported, letme rejig yourmemory. TheMay
court order framingcharges in theongoing
case of sixwrestlers against Singh detailed
manyinstancesofallegedabusebyhim, in-
cluding a number of times over a decade,
both here and abroad, when he is accused
ofgropingelitewrestlers’breastsonthepre-
text of checking their breath. I say elite be-

cause imagine those who didn’t have the
confidence or exposure of these elite ath-
letes andwhomaynotyethave spokenup.
Singh’s lawyeressentiallyarguedthatwhat
happensabroadstaysabroad.Thecourtsaid
thatdidn’tholdbecausetheseactswere“ex-
ecuted under a ‘single criminal enterprise’
or ‘single impulse’ to sexually exploit and
harassfemalewrestlersbyabusinghisdom-
inant position. There was a clear ‘unity of
purpose’or ‘unityof thought’behindtheac-
tions of accusedno.1 [Singh] that is, to sex-
uallyexploitvulnerablefemalesubordinates
asmuchaspossible”.
Meanwhile, TeamPhogat ismore united

than ever before. “What Vinesh has done is
beyond imagination,” Olympicmedallist
SakshiMalik,whoprotestedalongsidePhogat,
said.“If itwaspossible,Iwouldhavegivenmy
medal to Vinesh”. Juxtaposed against the
state’s support for Singhwere at least three
spouseswhostoodbythewomenwhospoke
upanddemonstratedfirst-handararelyseen,
empathetic model of Indianmasculinity.
Hopefully, itwill spreadfarandfast.
Whether it’s Juno Temple in the latest

season of Fargo orwrestler Bajrang Punia’s
admiring description of Phogat, thewords
“tiger” and “lioness”, or their Hindi equiva-
lent “sherni”, are used to describewomen
who battle power and violence to emerge
victorious, largely because those around
themrubtheireyesindisbeliefafterwitness-
ing the power of their anger. As Soraya
Chemaly and others havewritten, women
aretaughtearlyinlifetosuppressouranger.
“When a woman shows anger in institu-
tional,politicalandprofessionalsettings,she
automatically violates gender norms,”
Chemalywrites inRageBecomesHer. “Sheis
metwithaversion,perceivedashostile, irri-
table, less competent and unlikeable.”
Thankfully, female rage has been in vogue
fora fewyearsnow.
The biggest lesson for me then is that

Phogatwent to the Olympics a hero— and
will come back a bigger one. Let’s rage to-
getherwithour sherni.

Thewriter isaBengaluru-based
writerandco-founderof India
LoveProjecton Instagram

WhyPhogat’sjoy—andgrief—felt
personaltomanywomen

We are Vinesh

Priya RamaniTRAGIC REFORMER
BuddhadebBhattacharjee’schallengewascreatingaprivate
investment-friendlysysteminacommunist-runstate.Hetried

C AN COMMUNISM COEXIST with a liberalised economy? Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, the last Left chief minister ofWest Bengal, believed it was
possible. In his second term in2006, ridingon theCPM-led Left Front’s re-
soundingwinof235outof294Assemblyseats,Bhattacharjee,whodiedon

August 8 at 80, hadhoped to usher his state into a newera of reforms and job creation.
Themodernisationofgovernmentschoolsinsmalltowns,investmentsinITandplansfor
a SEZ in Nandigram, the Nano plant in Singur and a steel plant in Salboni, were part of
thatvision.Whathehadnotaccountedforwasthatthesenewbeginningswouldbeover-
taken by endingsmoremomentous: Because of a Politburo that would not back his
prescience; because of a party so ossified that it refused to recognise thedanger froma
street fighterwhowould capitalise on its arrogance and lead a rainbowsocial coalition
toroutitin2011,winning227seats.TheLeftinWestBengalhasneverrecoveredfromthat
blow. In thisyear’s LokSabhaelection,which it fought inalliancewiththeCongress,de-
spite fieldingseveralyoung first-timers, itdrewablank.
AsWestBengal’sCMbetween2000and2011,Bhattacharjeetookoverthereinsofapre-

dominantly agrarian state inwhichenterprisewas shackledbygovernment controls and
diktats of Left-controlled unions. To naysayerswho accusedhimof neglecting farmers,
Bhattacharjeewould say, “Krishi amader bhitti, shilpa amader bhabishyat,” (agriculture re-
mainsour foundation, but industry is our future). Theperestroikaheenvisaged, however,
remainedincomplete,andBhattacharjeehasacquiredtheinfamy,perhapsunfairly,ofpre-
sidingover thedeclineof CPM inWestBengal. In the secondvolumeof hismemoir,Phire
Dekha(LookingBack),Bhattacharjeeaskedhimselfthequestionthatstalkshindsight:Given
achance,whatwouldhehavedonedifferently?TheanswerwasNandigram.Hedeeplyre-
grettedthedeathof14protestersfrompolicefiring,thattippingpointintheanti-landacqui-
sitionmovementthatpropelledMamataBanerjeetocentrestage.Buttherewasalsoadeeper
sadnessatbeingletdownbytherefusalofotherstoseethatBengalneededindustry.
A death is an occasion for assessment, of measuring a public personality against a

broadercanvasofhistory.Bhattacharjeewillpassthattestasanuprightpoliticianstymied
byamoribundsystem,anintellectualwhoreveledintheworksofGabrielGarciaMarquez
andtheplaysandpoetryofVladimirMayakovsky;acineastewhosecontributionsinclude
oneof the finest international filmfestivals in thecountry.Hispredicamentwascreating
aprivateinvestment-friendlyecosysteminacommunist-runstate—animperativepost-
ponedformorethantwodecadesbytheLeftFrontunderJyotiBasu.Bhattacharjee,likeBasu,
wasabhadralok.Butunlikehiscigar-smokingaristocraticpredecessor,hewasnotweighed
downbyideological shibboleths. Itboth liberatedhim,andworehimdown.

BEFORE A CUT
RBIholds ratessteady,maintainsstance.

Pathof food inflationwill influencepolicypivot

I NITSAUGUSTmeeting,theRBI’smonetarypolicycommitteedecidedtokeepin-
terestratesunchanged,andmaintainitsstanceofremainingfocusedonthewith-
drawal of accommodation. The committee’s decision is along expected lines.
Headline retail inflation, asmeasuredby the consumerprice index, had risen to

5.08per cent in June, from4.8per cent inMay, drivenbya surge in foodprices. Looking
ahead, apossiblemoderation inprices in the secondquarter isnot expected to last. The
RBIprojects inflation for the fullyearat4.5percent.Withgrowthholdingup—thecen-
tralbankexpectstheeconomytogrowat7.2percentthisyear—itprovidestheMPCthe
policyspacetofocusoninflation. Inhiscomments,RBIGovernorShaktikantaDasnoted
thatpolicy “mustcontinue tobedisinflationary”andremain focusedon“aligning infla-
tion to the targetof 4percentonadurablebasis.”
InJune,thefoodpriceindexhadrisento9.36percent,upfrom8.69percentthemonth

before. Inflationremainshighacross foodcategoriessuchascereals,pulses, andvegeta-
bles.Thereareconcernsover theadverse impactofhighfoodinflationonhousehold in-
flationexpectations.GovernorDasnotedthatinflationexpectationshaveedgedupwards
“onthebackofhighfoodinflation”overthepastseveralmonths. If foodinflationremains
highandhouseholdinflationexpectationsbecomeunanchored,itcouldspillovertocore
inflation.Sofar,coreinflation,whichexcludesthevolatilefoodandfuelcomponents,has
remainedsubdued. In fact, asDasalsonoted, core inflationwasat a “historic low”of 3.1
per cent inMay and June. This has led to the deepening divergence between core and
headline inflation.
Inmostmajoreconomies,centralbankshaveeitherbeguntocutinterestratesorareon

thecuspofdoingso.InJune,theEuropeanCentralbankcutinterestrates.Morerecently,the
BankofEnglandhasloweredrates.Andinitsmostrecentmeeting,theUSFederalReserve
hasalso indicatedthepossibilityof cuttingrates in itsSeptembermeeting. In fact, consid-
eringthattherecentUSlabourmarketdatacameinsignificantlybelowexpectations,some
are now factoring in the possibility of deeper cuts by the Fed. The nextMPCmeeting is
scheduledtobeheldinOctober.Withtheharvestingof thecrops,andnewmandiarrivals,
prices could begin to ease. Global foodprices, as seen through the FAO foodprice index,
havealreadyeasedinJuly.ThiscouldprovidetheMPCmoreclarityonthepathof foodin-
flation,whichwouldleadtogreatercertaintyonthetrajectoryof interestrates.

LOST AND FOUND ONLINE
‘TheBlairWitchProject’ isa reminderofhowmuchthe

internethasshapedpeople’s relationshipwith factandfiction

I FITSEEMStodaythatnothingcanbetrusted—thankstothemanipulationsofAI
and other tools of misinformation and disinformation— it is instructive to look
backatahorrorfilmfrom25yearsago.TheBlairWitchProject (TBWP)maynotbe
thefirst“foundfootage”film—thathonourwouldgoto1980’sCannibalHolocaust

aboutafilmmakingcrewthatgoesmissingintheAmazonrainforest.Butitssignificance
goesbeyond itsundeniablecontributions to thehorrorgenre. For,TBWP is anartefactof
Web1.0 that reveals howmuch the internet has shapedpeople’s relationshipwith fact
and fiction.
Released on July 30, 1999, the filmwhich tells the “true story” of three filmmaking

studentswho gomissing in thewoodswhile on the trail of the legendary BlairWitch,
confoundedviewersbecauseitexpertlyleveragedtheirtrustinwhattheyreadonline.The
film’s directors, DanielMyrick andEduardo Sanchez, created apublicity campaign fea-
turing “missing” posters, police reports, investigator interviews and other “evidence”
fromthe“case”,allofwhichcouldbefoundonadedicatedwebsite.Forviewers, theter-
rorlayinneverbeingahundredpercentcertainthatwhattheywerewatchingonscreen
was not, in fact, played straight from the camera that had been “recovered” from the
woodswhere thestudentswentmissing.
Today, it is unlikely that something like TBWPwould fool anyone. One, because the

“found footage” trick has become anoverusedhorror trope. Two, because the internet,
in its 3.0 user-controlled avatar, has travelled far from those days of innocence. If the
words “I read it on the internet” once conveyeda simple faith in information, in theage
of deep fakes, they’rean indictmentofwhat is lost and foundonline.

PM ON SRI LANKA
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRAGandhi called for
restraint inrespondingtotheSriLankansit-
uationandsaidthat“whateverwedoshould
help(SriLankanTamils)andnotharmthem.”
Any Indian reaction “should save themand
not precipitate their annihilation,” she said
whenreplyingtoRajyaSabhamemberswho
sought clarification on a government state-
ment.ThestatementwasmadebyMinister
of State forExternalAffairsRNMirdha.

OPPOSITION MERGER
YETANOTHERBID for themergerof LokDal,
Janata and the Congress (S) failedwith the

presidents of the three parties ending their
hour-longmeetingwithoutdiscussingthespe-
cific issueof themerger. The82-year-oldLok
DalpresidentCharanSinghtoldnewsmenaf-
termeetingJanatapresidentChandraShekhar
andtheCongress(S)president,SharadPawar,
“Thesetwogentlemendonotwantamerger”.

CONCERN OVER RIOTS
MEMBERS FROM BOTH sides in the Lok
Sabhaexpressedgraveconcernover the in-
creasingincidenceof communalriots inthe
country and urged the government to take
prompt and stern action to contain the
malaise. Participating in a six-hour special
discussion, member after member said it

wasshameful thatevenafter37yearsof in-
dependencethecountrywaswitnessingor-
gies of communal violence, which was a
legacyof thecolonial rulers.

A NEW UP PCC(I) CHIEF
THE UNION COMMERCE Minister
Vishwanath Pratap Singhwill take over as
presidentof theUttarPradeshPCC(I)aspart
of the Congress (I )’s determinedmove to
strengthen theorganisation inall statesbe-
foretheelections.SinghwasinViennawhen
theCongress(I)president,MrsIndiraGandhi,
madetheappointment.Singhhasbeentold
totenderhisresignationfromtheCabinetby
anaideof thePrimeMinister.

AUGUST 9, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO
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Reading the
inflation tea leaves

SHE IS THE GOLD
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Brighter
thangold’ (IE,August8).VineshPhogat
has displayed unparalleled resilience
and excellent calibre by reaching the
Olympics finals. Shehasdefeatedpre-
viously undefeated athletes. Despite
her and her team’s best effort, she
cameupshortontheweight test right
before the final bout. In sports, such
eventsareasourceofgreat inspiration.
Vinesh has made a review appeal in
the Court of Arbitration for Sports for
consideration of a silver medal. She
maynothavebaggedgoldbutherper-
formance has been muchmore than
golden. So has been her performance
in leaving an imprint on theminds of
many young aspiring sportswomen.
Thankyou for your service, Vinesh.

SubhashVaid,NewDelhi

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Brighter
thangold’ (IE,August8). Thedisquali-
fication of wrestler Vinesh Phogat
fromthegoldmedalmatch inhercat-
egoryat theParisOlympicsbecauseof
a100-gramsexcess inherbodyweight
has saddened the whole nation.
Despiteherdesperatenightlongwork-
outswith theassistanceof healthcare
specialists, she could not succeed in
shedding the additional weight she
had accumulated while winning all
three crucial bouts before qualifying

forthecovetedplay-off.Sheisnowde-
prived of even the silver medal she
wouldhavereceivedhadshelost inthe
final. In her efforts, she has won our
hearts,medal ornot. Thiswasahorri-
ble twist of destiny for her and an ir-
reparable loss to thenation, indeed.

Kamal Laddha,Bengaluru

FIX RESPONSIBILITY
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Lesson
from Wayanad’ (IE, August 8). The
Wayanad landslide claimed over 300
lives andmany are still missing. This
tragedywas predictable given the to-
tal disregard of guidelines of the
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel
(WGEEP) in the management of the
ecologyofWayanad.Prohibitedactiv-
ities likemining and quarrying in the
protected zones and rampant con-
struction in themountainslopeshave
denuded the forest green cover lead-
ingtosoilerosion,whichtriggers land-
slides. The question of fixing respon-
sibility for thedeaths anddestruction
mustnotbeobfuscatedbypresenting
it as anatural disaster. AsperUNclas-
sifications, this isahybriddisaster, the
combined result of man-made and
natural forces. The regulatory bodies
responsible for making the region
fraught for disaster and every other
stakeholdermust beheld to account.

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THE RBI'SMONETARY Policy Committee
leftthepolicyrateandstanceunchangedin
its Augustmeeting. Thiswas on expected
lines and the RBI governor highlighted in
his speech that there is good convergence
betweenmarketexpectationsandMPCpol-
icy.However,whatislackingisconvergence
in themarket view on theMPC's future
course of action. The RBI has highlighted
concernsaroundhighfoodinflation,while
core inflation (excluding foodand fuel) re-
mainsmuted. Food inflation is influenced
by climatic factors and is beyond the con-
trolof thecentralbank.However, itcannot
ignorefoodinflationasithasastrongbear-
ingonhouseholdinflationaryexpectations,
whichinturncanfeedintoactualinflation.
This iswhatmakes RBI’s future policy un-
certainandcomplex.
CPIinflationhasbeenhoveringaround

5 per cent for the last sixmonths, higher
thanRBI’stargetof4percent.Thisismainly
because of spikes in prices of food items,
which has a highweight of 46 per cent in
theCPIbasket.Highinflationincereals(8.8
per cent), pulses (16per cent) andvegeta-
bles (29per cent) havebeenkeeping food
inflationelevatedataround8percent.The
RBI is concernedabout the strongbearing
of foodinflationonhouseholdinflationary
expectations, which is currently at a high
of 8 per cent (as per the RBI Household
Survey). So far, the high food inflation has
notbecomebroad-basedandcoreinflation
has been below RBI’s target of 4 per cent
for the last sixmonths.
Interestingly, the latest Economic

SurveysuggestedthattheMPCshouldcon-
sidertargetingCPIinflationexcludingfood
prices. The share of food and beverage in
India’sCPIbasket ismuchhigher thande-
veloped countries (15 per cent in the US
and20per cent in theEU)or evenemerg-
ingeconomieslikeBrazil,ChinaandSouth
Africa (weight ranges between 20-25 per
cent). It is relatively easier for developed
countries to have an inflation-targeting
monetary policy given the low share of
food in the inflation basket, but it is chal-
lengingforIndia.Thisisbecausefoodprices
arevolatileandinfluencedbyweathercon-
ditions,makingitchallengingtohavemon-
etary policy targeted around CPI inflation
(including food). Monetary policy gener-
ally affects demand-side factors and is
somewhat ineffective in controlling sup-
ply-driven food inflation.
At the current juncture, RBI needs to

take a holistic approach to CPI inflation
targeting. While the focus on supply-in-
ducedanddemand-side inflation should
continue, it is critical to assess the likely
natureof supply-inducedinflation.For in-
stance, it is important to critically assess
components of food inflation like veg-
etable prices that couldbe transitory. CPI
inflationexcludingvegetableprices iscur-
rentlyaround3.7percentand ithasbeen

below RBI’s 4 per cent target for the last
fivemonths.
If themonsoon'sprogressissatisfactory,

wecanexpectsomemoderationinfoodin-
flation in themonths to come. However,
achieving RBI’s target of 4 per cent on a
durable basis will still be a challenge. RBI
hasretaineditsaverageinflationprojection
at4.5percentforFY25,withquarterlyinfla-
tionprojectionremainingabove4percent
till Q1 FY25.OurCPI projection for FY25 is
marginallyhigherat4.8percent.
The RBI has retained its GDP growth

projectionat7.2percentinFY25.High-fre-
quency indicators like IIP, auto sales, GST
collection, PMI-Manufacturing and
Services continue to remain healthy.
However, concern remains around con-
sumptiondemandandrelativelymutedre-
covery in private investment. Rural de-
mandisshowingsignsof improvementas
reflected by the FMCG sales. A healthy
monsoonandtheconsequentmoderation
infoodinflationshouldsomewhataidcon-
sumptionrecovery.Witharise incapacity
utilisation, private investment is likely to
pickup,thoughatamoderatepace.Weex-
pecttheGDPtogrowat7percent inFY25.
As far as the global economy is con-

cernedthereisincreasedgeo-politicaltur-
moil evenwhile growth concerns linger.
There ismonetarypolicydivergence,with
central banks in the EU, Canada, Sweden,
Brazil and China initiating a cutting cycle
evenwhiletheircounterpartsinJapanand
Indonesiahavehikedpolicy interest rates.
TheUSFederalReserveisexpectedtostart
cutting rates from September. The Indian
economy is relatively well poised on the
external sector front,withexpectationsof
a comfortable current account deficit and
healthycapital inflowsinFY25.Highforex
reserves of $675billion are abig sourceof
comfort—nevertheless,weneedtoremain
cautiousamid theglobal turmoil.
The RBI has highlighted the issue of

bankdepositgrowthtrailingcreditgrowth
and the liquidity risk that it poses for the
sector.Withbankcreditgrowingat14per
cent(excludingmergerimpact)andmuted
depositgrowthof11percent,thecreditde-
posit ratio has risen to 77.4 in July. This is
due to thediversion of household savings
into other asset classes like equity, which
havebeenofferinghigherreturns.Another
important issue that the central bank has
highlightedisasharpgrowthinsomeparts
of thepersonal loans segment.Bank retail
loangrowthmoderatedaftertheRBItight-
enedregulatorynorms,but it is still grow-
ing at a high pace — around 19 per cent.
While there is a need to exercise caution
aroundtheserisks,someofthesearedueto
structuralchangesintheconsumptionand
investment pattern of households, aided
bydigitisation in theeconomy.
Goingforward,theRBIwillcontinueto

watch trends in inflation. The direction of
foodinflationwouldhaveastrongbearing
on RBI’s future policy decisions. It is criti-
cal for the RBI to assesswhat part of food
inflationcouldbetransient.Withdomestic
core inflationremainingmuted,RBI could
goforashallowratecuttowardstheendof
the calendar year, provided food inflation
showssignsofmoderation.

Thewriter is chief economist,
CareEdgeRatings

MPCcannotignorefoodprices.Buttheir
unpredictabilitymakesRBI’s
futurepolicyuncertain

Rajani Sinha

LAKSHYASEN, I’Mbeamingwithprideand
sending you a big hug. I was thrilled to
watch your first match against the
Guatemalan opponent from the stadium,
cheering youonwith uncharacteristic en-
thusiasm. The first game showcased your
mastery, but the second filledmewith an
unfamiliar sense of maternal anxiety. I
foundmyself shouting, “Steady, Lakshya!”
asyouwerestrugglingforawhile.Yourvic-
torybroughtme immense relief, and I cel-
ebratedwithmy family like a child.
I must confess, I am a huge fan of your

lightning-quick agility and unwavering
perseveranceonthecourt.Yourdedication
is inspiring. I have watched all your past
matches, andon July27, I realised, inhind-
sight, I was invested in those with a
mother’s fervour. That’swhyyour last two
matches in Paris left me heartbroken.
When youwon the quarter-finals and still
didn’t rejoice in front of your opponent,
ChouTien-chen,who is fightingcolorectal
cancer, itwas truly commendable. Youare
the first Indian male shuttler to enter the
semifinals in the men’s singles category.
You had a seven-point lead in the second

gameagainstViktorAxelsen. Iweptasyou
fought to recover, throwing yourself into
eachpointwithyoursignatureenergy,but
something was amiss. When you injured
your hand again, I wanted to rush to your
sideandsay, “Enough,beta!You’re just22,
with your golden years ahead.” But you
fought like awarrior.
It’snotaboutgettingknockeddown; it’s

about getting back up.
Tome, youwere thewinner.
Mydaughter Samiha, a former football

player, has sports woven into her being. I
used to dismiss her tears after India’s de-
feats, saying, “It’s just a game”. But now I
see thather sorrowwasn’t just aboutwin-
ning or losing — it was about the love she
poured into thegame. Today, Iwouldhave
cried alongside you, holding you tight in a
warmembrace.
I am still processing the depth of my

sorrow when I heard my hero Prakash
Padukone say what he said. I whispered
tears in his ears, “…this is not the time for
these words.” Losing the heartstopping
hockeymatchagainstGermanywas justas
painful as losing a gold medal by 5mm or

eligibility by 100gm. How do we explain
the shocking elimination of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty from the
quarter finals? Is it fair toassess theirworth
from these defeats? And despite Vinesh
Phogat’s victorious entry into finals, how
do we, as a nation and a system, come to
terms with our collective failure in sup-
portingherwhile shewas trying to right a
wrong? Today, the resilient fighter is dis-
qualified andwe are all devastated. In the
face of this adversity, camaraderie shown
by our star from Hyderabad shines like a
ray of light. “Knowing you and your
willpower, it’s only a matter of time,
buddy! Just know I will always be your
biggestsupporter.” Just readthese last lines
ofmessagebyPVSindhu insupportof her
biggeston-court rival,CarolinaMarin,who
landed awkwardly on her surgically re-
paired knee during the women’s singles
semi-finals. I’m proud of you too, Sindhu,
for yourunshakabledetermination. Itwas
not easy to deal with your exit in 56min-
utes in the pre-quarter final match.
Together, all of youpersonify thecollective
grief of thosewhosuffered lossesandthose

who mourned your defeat, yet remained
unbroken in spirit.
Lakshya, I'll be in thestadiumfouryears

fromnow, rejoicingwhenyoureceiveyour
goldmedal,asAxelsenhinted inhisspeech.
In themeanwhile, eachnight, Iwill tell

youabedtimestory.The firstone isa taleof
a Zen master whose martial arts
studentapproachedhimandsaid, “Master,
I’ve lost again in the tournament. I’m
so disappointed.”
The master replied, “Did you win

or lose?”
The student said, “I lost.”
Themaster asked, “Did youwinor lose

when you began training?”
The student thought and said, “I didn't

win or lose, I just started.”
The master smiled and said, “Exactly.

You started. And now, you continue.
Winning and losing are just illusions.
The true victory is in the journey, not
the destination.”
Lakshya, Sindhu, Vinesh… keep going,

wewill followyouwherever you take us.

Gokhale is a lawyer,writer and director

Dear Lakshya
SandhyaGokhale

Aplayershouldperseverewithoutthinkingofoutcomes

We explore the vulnerability
or change in the
consumption status of
households due to health
expenditure, particularly for
those that incurred
hospitalisation burden. The
results reveal that among the
poorest half of the
population, 40 per cent of
those who experienced
hospitalisation faced a
decline in their consumption
status in 2011-12. However,
by 2022-23, despite the rising
incidence of hospitalisation,
only 33 per cent of these
households faced a decrease
in their consumption status.

hospitalisation, only 33 per cent of these
households faced a decrease in their con-
sumption status.
In terms of conventional odds ratios,

these results implya23percent reduction
in the odds of households facing a decline
in consumption status due to hospitalisa-
tion. This effect was more pronounced in
rural areas where 44 per cent of the bot-
tom 50 per cent of households that in-
curred hospitalisation faced a decline in
their consumption status in 2011-12. This
reduced significantly to 36 per cent by
2022-23, implying a reduction of 29 per
cent in the odds of poor rural households
experiencingadecline inoverall consump-
tionstatusdue tohospitalisation. Forpoor
urban households, the odds fell by 14 per
cent over the 11 years.
Sooverall in the lastdecade,healthcare

hasbecomemoreaccessibleandaffordable
to the bottom 50 per cent of the Indian
population.Wealso find that there isa sig-
nificant decline in the odds of households
facinga loss inoverall consumption status
duetothe financialburdenassociatedwith
hospitalisation —which is a strongmeas-
ureof vulnerability. These resultsaremore
pronounced for rural households andpar-
ticularly for households that have young
children and elderly members within the
family.Thesenoteworthytrendsareclosely
associated with public health policies in
India, particularly Ayushman Bharat
Yojana,which targets the financial burden
of hospitalisation for the poor.

Thewriter ismember, Economic Advisory
Council to the PM

ANALYSIS OF UNIT-LEVEL data from the
Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey(HCES2022-23)has revealedadra-
matic decline in the incidence of poverty
since2011-12.As importantas thismaybe,
I wish to go beyond the discussion of
poverty and focus on households’ vulner-
ability to adverse shocks, particularly for
thebottom50percentof thepopulation.A
household’s ability to cope with adverse
shocks is essential to well-being and is a
criticalwelfaremeasure. Quantifying this,
however, remains a challenge.
Weattempt toovercomethis challenge

by looking at shocks to households in the
formofmedical expenditure.Eventhough
mosthouseholdstypically incursomeform
of medical spending in a given year, some
households are exposed to largermedical
shocks in the form of hospitalisation,
where theexpenditure incurred isasignif-
icantly higher lump-sum amount. While
health shocks deprive individuals of their
freedom, the associated sizeable medical
expenditure also imposes an economic
burdenon familymembersasprecious re-
sources get diverted from other expendi-
ture items to those needed for providing
medical care.
First, I quantify the proportion of Indian

households that are subjected to adverse
medicalshocksassociatedwithhospitalisa-
tion.Then,Iquantifythevulnerabilityrelated
tohospitalisationintermsof theproportion
oftheirmonthlyhouseholdexpenditurethat
isdevotedtomedicalexpensesif thehouse-
holdhasexperiencedhospitalisation.Finally,
I study thechange inconsumptionstatusof
thehouseholdbycomparing theconsump-
tion decile that the household belonged to
withmedical expenditure included in its
householdmonthly expenditure and com-
pare it to the consumption decile that the
household belonged to whenwe exclude
medical spending from the household
monthly expenditure. The objective of this
is tohighlight thathouseholds thathave in-
curredhighmedicalspendingduetohospi-
talisationmightnothaveenough resources
for other items, such as food or durable
goods, and therefore are vulnerable to low-
eringtheirconsumptionstatusoncewecon-
structtheconsumptiondecilegroupsbased
on household expenditure that excludes
medicaloutlays.
As stated earlier, the emphasis of this

analysis is on the bottom50per cent pop-
ulation where the proportion of house-
holds that incurredhospitalisationexpen-
diture increased from 17 per cent in
2011-12 to22per cent in2022-23. This in-
cludes an increase from 18 per cent to 23
per cent for rural households and from16
per cent to 20 per cent for urban house-
holds. This reflects a significant improve-
ment in accessibility to healthcare for the
poorest50percentpopulationacross rural
and urban areas of India.
Next, we study the ratio of health ex-

penditure to theoverallhouseholdexpen-
diture with and without hospitalisation.
Theanalysis reveals that for thebottom50
percentof thehouseholds, theirhealthex-
penditurewithoutanyhospitalisationwas
3.3percentof theirmonthlyhouseholdex-
penditure in2011-12whichincreasedmar-

ginally to3.6percent in10years.However,
in sharp contrast, households that experi-
encedhospitalisationhavewitnessedasig-
nificantdecline in theshareof theirhealth
expenditure as a ratio of their monthly
householdexpenditure from10.8percent
to 9.4 per cent in 10 years.
Anoticeabledifference isalsoobserved

betweenrural andurbanareas. In rural ar-
eas, for thebottom50per cent, the ratioof
healthexpenditureof householdswithout
hospitalisation increasedmarginally from
3.4 per cent to 3.6 per cent over 11 years.
Still,duringthesameperiodforhouseholds
thatexperiencedhospitalisation, this ratio
declined significantly from 11.15 per cent
to 9.14 per cent.We found a similar result
for urban areas but less pronounced. For
households thatdidnotexperiencehospi-
talisation, it increasedmarginally from3.2
per cent to 3.6 per cent, but during the
same period, for households that experi-
encedhospitalisation, itdeclinedfrom10.3
percent to9.9percent. These resultshigh-
light that healthcare that involves signifi-
cant hospitalisation expenditure is
becomingmore affordable for the poorest
half of the Indianpopulation, especially in
rural areas.
Now, we explore the vulnerability or

change in the consumption status of
householdsduetohealthexpenditure,par-
ticularly for those that incurred thehospi-
talisation burden. The results reveal that
among the poorest half of the population,
40percentof thosewhoexperiencedhos-
pitalisation faced a decline in their con-
sumption status in 2011-12. However, by
2022-23, despite the rising incidence of

Doing well on well-being
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Thepooresthavebecomesignificantlylessvulnerabletomedicalexpenditure-relatedshocks
inthepast10years.ThetrendiscloselyassociatedwiththeAyushmanBharatYojana

ShamikaRavi

TABLE2TABLE1

Health expenditure as a proportion of householdmonthly
expenditure for the bottom50per cent

Proportionof bottom50per
centhouseholds that incurred
hospitalisation inpast year

TABLE3

Probability of lowering the consumption status of household for
bottom50per cent due to hospitalisation in past year

Householdswithout Householdswith
hospitalisationexpense hospitalisationexpense
NSS(2011-12) HCES(2022-23) NSS(2011-12) HCES(2022-23)

Overall 3.34% 3.58% 10.80% 9.41%

Rural 3.44% 3.59% 11.15% 9.14%

Urban 3.18% 3.57% 10.28% 9.85%

NSS(2011-12) HCES(2022-23)
Probability Odds* Probability Odds* OddsRatio$

Overall 40% 0.66 34% 0.51 0.77

Rural 44% 0.79 36% 0.56 0.71

Urban 35% 0.54 32% 0.47 0.87

Rural Urban Overall

Note: These results arebasedon theanalysis of theunit-level data.Weusedamulti-levelmodel thataccounted for the stateswhere thehouseholdbelonged,
whether itwas residing in rural orurbanareas, the consumptiondecile thehouseholdbelonged to,whether thehousehold incurredhospitalizationexpenses
in thepast365days, andwhether thehouseholdhadchildren (agedbetween0and3)or elderly (age=60years).
*Odds isdefinedasprobability/(1-probability). $OddsRatio is the ratioofOdds in2022-23 toOdds in2011-12.

■ NSS (2011-12) ■ HCES (2022-23)

Note: These results arebasedon theanalysis of
theunit-level data.Weusedamulti-levelmodel
thataccounted for the stateswhere thehouse-
holdbelonged,whether itwas residing in rural
orurbanareas, the consumptiondecilehouse-
holdbelonged to, andwhether thehousehold
hadchildren (agedbetween0and3)or elderly
(age=60years).
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BEFOREYUNUS,NOBELLAUREATES
WHOLATERLEDTHEIRCOUNTRY

MuhammadYunus,whowontheNobelPeacePrize in2006, tookoathasthe
chief adviserofBangladesh’s interimgovernmentonThursday.Notcounting

Yunus,30Nobel laureateshaveservedas theircountry’sheadof
state/government—17(like formerUSPresidentBarackObama)wontheprize
while inoffice,whileeight (like formerUSPresident JimmyCarter)were

awardedafter leavingoffice.
FiveNobel laureateswontheprizebeforeassumingoffice.Here isa list.

LESTERPEARSON,
CANADA

Pearsonwasthe
Canadianprime
minister from1963
to1968,anda leader
of theLiberalParty.

Despite leadingaminoritygovt,he
introducedanationalpensionplan,
broadenedold-agesecuritybenefits,
andlaidthegroundworkforuniversal
healthcare inCanada.Pearsonwon
theNobelPeacePrize in1957, forhis
role inresolvingtheSuezCrisis.
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ALINDCHAUHAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST8

FOR THE second time in two years, a
record-breaking heatwave is sweeping
throughAntarcticaattheheightof itswin-
ter season. Ground temperatures have
been 10 degrees Celsius higher than nor-
mal on average sincemid-July, and up to
28degreeshigheroncertaindays.
InpartsofEastAntarctica,therelatively

higher-elevation swathe that makes up
two-thirdsof theworld’scoldestcontinent,
temperatures are currently in the range of
minus 25 degrees to minus 30 degrees
Celsius. Deep-winter temperatures here
usuallyvarybetweenminus50degreesand
minus60degreesCelsius.
Whileeventheseelevatedtemperatures

wouldbedifficulttoimagineformostpeo-
ple,theyarealarminglyhighfortheperma-

nentlyfrozencontinentatthebottomofthe
world.What ishappening inAntarctica?

Reasons for heatwave
Scientistsbelievethatthehighertemper-

aturesaremainlyaconsequenceoftheweak-
eningofthepolarvortex,thebandofcoldair
andlowpressuresystemsthatspinsaround
thepolesof theEarthinthestratosphere.
The vortex usually remains strong and

stableduringwinter in the southernhemi-
sphere — keeping cold air trapped over
Antarcticaandnot lettinghotair comein—
but ithasbeendisturbedthisyearby large-
scale atmosphericwaves (periodic distur-
bancesinthefieldsofatmosphericvariables).
Due to this, the vortex released trapped

coldair,andopenedthedoorforwarmerair
toenter the region.As thiswarmerair trav-
elled downwards from the upper atmos-
phere,itcausedanincreaseintemperatures.
Aweakened southernhemisphere vor-

texisarareeventthatisonlyexpectedtooc-
cur once every two decades on average,
Thomas Bracegirdle, the deputy science
leader of the British Antarctic Survey’s
Atmosphere,IceandClimateteam,toldCNN
inaninterview.“Thisisaveryunusualevent,
fromthatperspective,”Bracegirdlesaid.
Several other factors — including the

reductionof theextentof the
Antarcticsea ice—couldalso
be at play.
In June, the extent of

Antarctic sea icewas the sec-
ond-lowest ever for that time
of year — a little more than the extent
recorded in June2023, the lowest ever. Sea
ice plays a crucial role in keeping tempera-
turesdowninthepolarregions,asitsbright,
whitesurfacereflectsmoresunlight(solaren-
ergy)backtospacethanliquidwater.
Seaicealsoensuresthattheairremains

coolbyactingasabarrierbetweenthecold

airandtherelativelywarmerwaterbelow.
EdwardBlanchard, an atmospheric sci-

entist at theUniversity ofWashington, told
TheWashingtonPost: “It is likely thathaving
less sea ice and awarmer SouthernOcean
aroundtheAntarcticcontinentloadsthedice
forwarmerwinterweatheroverAntarctica...
From this perspective, itmight be a bit less

surprising to see large heat
wavesinAntarcticathisyear”.
Global warming has hit

Antarctica harder than else-
whereontheplanet.According
to a 2023 study published in

thejournalNatureClimateChange,theconti-
nent is likelywarming at a rate of 0.22 de-
grees Celsius to 0.32 degrees Celsius per
decade—almost twice as fast as the rest of
theworld. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), theUnitedNations
body that advances scientific knowledge
aboutclimatechange,hasestimatedthatthe

Earth as awhole iswarming at the rate of
0.14-0.18degreesCelsiusperdecade.

The possible fallouts
Antarctica’s hot winter will likely lead

to further losses of the Antarctic Ice Sheet
(the world’s other major ice sheet is the
Greenland Ice Sheet) that can potentially
raise global sea levels by hundreds of feet.
Antarctica has already lost 280%more ice
mass in the2000sand2010s than it lost in
the 1980s and 1990s, according to a 2019
studypublished in the journalPNAS.
InMarch2022,whenthecontinentwit-

nessed its largest heatwave, and tempera-
turesinEastAntarcticasoaredto39degrees
Celsius above normal, a portion of the ice
sheet thesizeof Romecollapsed.
TheAntarcticIceSheet,aglaciercovering

98%of theAntarctic continent, holdsmore
than60%oftheworld’stotalfreshwater.Ifen-
tirelymelted, it can submerge coastal cities

andreshapetheworld’smap.Asealevelrise
of only a few feetwill displace the roughly
230millionpeoplewho livewithin about3
feetofthehightidelinetoday,accordingtoa
report by the environmental organisation
AntarcticandSouthernOceanCoalition.
Risingtemperatureswillalsoimpactthe

globaloceancirculationsystem,whichreg-
ulates climate by storing and transporting
heat, carbon, nutrients, and freshwater
around theworld.A2023studypublished
inthejournalNatureshowedthatthemelt-
ing ice in Antarctica is slowing down this
circulation.Thefreshwaterfrommeltingice
reduces thesalinityanddensityof thesur-
facewater and diminishes the downward
flowtotheocean’sbottom,theanalysissaid.
Aslowerglobaloceancirculationsystem

will lead to oceans absorbing less heat and
CO2, intensifyglobalwarming,andincrease
the frequency and intensity of extreme
weathereventslikefloodsanddroughts.

SOUMYARENDRABARIK&
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST8

THE MINISTRY of Information and
Broadcasting is learnt to have proposed ex-
pandedregulations for independentcreators
ofnewscontentonplatformssuchasYouTube,
InstagramandX,whichhas raised concerns
overthefreedomofspeechandexpression.
AdraftBroadcastingServices(Regulation)

Bill,2024,circulatedamongahandfulofstake-
holdersa fewweeksagoseeks toexpandthe
remitoftheministryfromover-the-top(OTT)
content anddigital news to socialmedia ac-
countsandonlinevideocreators.
This is anupdatedversionof thedraft re-

leasedpubliclyinNovemberlastyear.There-
viseddraftdefinesa“digitalnewsbroadcaster”
insweepingterms,requiresthemtohaveprior
registrationwith the government, and pre-
scribesstandardsforcontentevaluation.

Curbs on news creators
The2023draftdefinednewsandcurrent

affairs programmes as: “(i) newly-received
or noteworthy audio, visual or audio-visual
programmesor liveprogrammes, including
analysis,aboutrecenteventsprimarilyofso-
cio-political,economicorculturalnature,or
(ii)anyprogrammestransmittedorretrans-
mittedonbroadcastingnetwork,wherethe
context, purpose, import andmeaning of
suchprogrammes implies so”.
Inthe2024draft,anewcategoryof “dig-

italnewsbroadcaster”or“publisherofnews
andcurrent affairs content”hasbeen intro-
duced, defined as “any personwho broad-
casts news and current affairs programme
throughanonlinepaper, newsportal,web-
site,socialmediaintermediary,orothersim-
ilarmediumaspartofasystematicbusiness,
professional, or commercial activitybutex-
cluding replicae-papers”.
“Systematic”activityhasbeendefinedas

anystructuredororganisedactivity that in-
volvesanelementofplanning,method,con-
tinuity or persistence — termswith broad
meanings that could give the executive
sweepingpowersof interpretation.
The2024draftspecificallyincludesindi-

vidual creators in the definition of digital
news broadcasters; the definition in the
InformationTechnologyRules, 2021specif-
icallyexcludesindividualusers.PartIIIof the
2021ITRulesregulatesdigitalnewspublish-
ers and OTT platforms such as Netflix and
AmazonPrimeVideo.
The Bombay andMadras High Courts

havestayedRules9(1)and9(3)oftheITRules
2021thatsaynewsandcurrent
affairspublishersmustadhere
to the Code of Ethics, citing
their adverse impact on press
freedom.TheseHCordersmay
serve as a precedent if digital news broad-
casters seek a stay on provisions in the
Broadcasting Bill, if itwere to be brought in
its current form.

Obligations of creators
Thereviseddraftsaysthatacreatorwhois

categorisedasadigitalnewsbroadcastermust
“intimate” theministryof theirworkandex-
istence; theymust formoneormorecontent
evaluationcommitteesattheirownexpense;
and “strive tomake” the committeediverse.

Thenamesofthepeopleonthesecommittees
mustbesharedwiththegovernment.
News creatorswhodonot intimate the

government of the details of committee
members are liable to be fined Rs 50 lakh
for the first contravention, andRs2.5 crore
for subsequent violations in thenext three
years. But some exemptions are indicated
— the government can “exempt a distinct

class of players or a group for
avoiding genuine hardship”,
thedraft says.
The 2023 version had said

thegovernmentmayprescribe
a subscriber/ viewer threshold that triggers
intimationandcontentcodeobligations.The
newdraftBill doesnothave thisprovision.

Rationale for regulation
A senior government official said a key

reason for thesignificantchangesproposed
inthe2023draftwasthe“rolethatanumber
of independent content creators played in
therun-upto the2024LokSabhapolls”.
“Inanumberof instances,creatorsmade

videos on current affairs that made some

sensational claims about the government
anditsseniorleaders.Thatiswhenitwasde-
cided that therehas tobeaccountability for
these creators, to create a level playing field
betweenmainstreampress and independ-
entcreators,” theofficial said.
On June 4, the day the election results

wereannounced, theministrysentanotice
to stakeholders regardingameetingon the
draft Bill. At least six meetings have taken
placewiththeministrysincethen, industry
executives said.
As per the current wording of the Bill,

even foreigncreatorsmay fallunder itsam-
bit, even though it could be challenging to
enforceIndiancontentregulationsonthem.

Obligations on socialmedia
Accordingtothedraft,onlineintermedi-

aries such as Facebook, YouTube, and X are
exemptfromliabilityforthird-partycontent,
if the intermediary:

■ limits its function to providing access
to a communication systemoverwhich in-
formationmadeavailablebythirdparties is
transmittedortemporarilystoredorhosted;

■doesnot initiate the transmission;
■doesnotselectormodifytheinforma-

tion, except in compliance with govern-
ment order;

■observesduediligencewhiledischarg-
ingdutiesunder theActandobservesother
prescribedguidelines.
ThedraftBillalsohascriminalliabilitypro-

visions for socialmediacompanies if theydo
not provide information “pertaining toOTT
Broadcasters andDigitalNewsBroadcasters”
ontheirplatformsforcompliance.

Law in other countries
InSingapore,bothtraditionalbroadcasters

andOTT content providers comeunder the
country’s broadcasting law.Under the copy-
right law, OTT platforms are regulated, and
they require a licence from a regulator, al-
thoughlicenseesdonothavethesamelevelof
obligationsasothertelevisionservices.
In theUS, the Federal Communications

Commission(FCC)and itsMediaBureaureg-
ulatebroadcast radio and television stations.
OTTplatformsarenotdirectlyregulatedbyUS
federal laworgovernmentauthorities.

Govt’s proposed curbs on independent online content creators

What’s causingAntarctica’s deep-winter heatwave, what couldbe its fallout?
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LECHWALESA,
POLAND

Walesaservedas
Poland’spresident
from1990-95.A
shipyardelectrician,
Walesa foundedand

ledtheSolidarity tradeunion.Despite
beingbanned, theunion’sactivities
werepivotal inbringinganendto
communist rule inPolandin1989.He
wontheNobelPeacePrize in1983“for
non-violentstruggle for freetrade
unionsandhumanrights inPoland”.

AUNGSANSUU
KYI,
MYANMAR
SuuKyiservedasthe
de-factoheadof the
Myanmargovtfrom
2016to2021.Sherose

toprominenceasaanti-junta,pro-
democracyiconinMyanmarinthelate
1980s,andenduredlengthyprison
staystill2010.Her1991NobelPeace
Prizewas“forhernon-violentstruggle
fordemocracyandhumanrights”. In
recentyears,shehasbeencriticisedfor
hertacitsupportfortheethnic
cleansingof theRohingyapeople.

JOSÉRAMOS-HORTA, EASTTIMOR
Ramos-HortahasbeenthepresidentofEastTimorsince2022.
Hepreviouslyheldthepositionfrom2007to2012.Hesharedthe
1996NobelPeacePrizewithCarlosBelo,forworking“towardsa
justandpeacefulsolutiontotheconflictinEastTimor”,which
facilitatedtheendofIndonesia’soccupationoftheformer
Portuguesecolony.EastTimorbecameasovereignstatein2002.

NELSON
MANDELA,
SOUTHAFRICA
Mandelaservedas
thefirstBlack
presidentofSouth
Africafrom1994to

1999.In1962,theanti-apartheid
activistwassentencedtolifeinprison
forconspiringtooverthrowthegovt.He
spentthenext27yearsinprison.After
beingreleasedin1990,henegotiateda
peacefulendtoapartheidoverthenext
fouryears,forwhichhesharedthe
NobelPeacePrizewiththenPresident
FrederikWillemdeKlerk.

ARJUNSENGUPTA

ASADRAHMAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST8

THE GOVERNMENT on Thursday referred
theWaqf (Amendment)Bill, 2024, toa Joint
CommitteeofParliament.Thetablingof the
Bill by UnionMinister of Minority Affairs
Kiren Rijiju wasmet with strong criticism
from the Opposition parties who said the
proposedlawwas“unconstitutional”,“anti-
minority”, and“divisive”.
The Bill seeks to amend the 1995Waqf

Act,andproposessweepingchangestohow
Waqfs are governed and regulated.What is
the law onWaqf?What amendments has
theBillproposed,andwhyarethesechanges
significant?

First,what isaWaqfproperty?
AWaqf is personal property given by

Muslims for a specific purpose— religious,
charitable,orforprivatepurposes.Whilethe
beneficiaries of the property can be differ-
ent,theownershipofthepropertyisimplied
tobewithGod.
AWaqfcanbeformedthroughadeedor

instrument or orally, or a property can be
deemedtobeWaqf if ithasbeenusedforre-
ligious or charitablepurposes for a longpe-
riod of time. Once a property is declared as
Waqf, itscharacterchangesforever,andcan-
notbereversed.

HowisaWaqfgoverned?
WaqfpropertiesinIndiaaregovernedby

theWaqf Act, 1995.However, Indiahashad
a legal regime for the governance ofWaqfs
since 1913, when the Muslim Waqf
Validating Act came into force. The
MussalmanWakf Act, 1923 followed. After
Independence, the CentralWaqf Act, 1954,
wasenacted,whichwasultimatelyreplaced
by theWaqfAct, 1995.
In 2013, the lawwas amended to pre-

scribe imprisonment of up to two years for
encroachmentonWaqfproperty,andtoex-
plicitlyprohibitthesale,gift,exchange,mort-
gage,or transferofWaqfproperty.
TheWaqf law provides for the appoint-

mentof a survey commissionerwhomain-
tains a list of allWaqf properties bymaking
local investigations, summoningwitnesses,
andrequisitioningpublicdocuments.
AWaqf property is managed by amu-

tawalli (caretaker),whoactsasasuperviser.
Waqf properties aremanaged in away that
issimilartohowpropertiesunderTrustsare
managedunder the IndianTrustsAct, 1882.
TheWaqf Act states that any dispute re-

latedtoWaqfpropertieswillbedecidedbya
WaqfTribunal.TheTribunalisconstitutedby
the state government, and comprises three
members—achairpersonwhoisastatejudi-
cial officer not below the rank of a District,
SessionsorCivilJudge,ClassI;anofficerfrom
the state civil services; and a personwith
knowledgeofMuslimlawandjurisprudence.
Thelawalsohasprovisionsfortheconsti-

tutionandappointmentofWaqfBoards,Waqf
Councils, Chief Executive Officers forWaqf
Boardsinthestates.TheCEOsandparliamen-
tarianswhoarepartoftheWaqfBoardsmust
befromtheMuslimcommunity.

Whatarethefunctionsof theWaqf
Boards?
AWaqfBoardisabodyunderthestategov-

ernment,whichworksasacustodianforWaqf
propertiesacrossthestate.Inmoststates,there
are separateWaqf Boards for the Shia and
Sunni communities. Almost all prominent
mosques in the country areWaqf properties
andareundertheWaqfBoardof thestate.
AWaqfBoardisheadedbyachairperson,

andhasoneortwonomineesfromthestate
government,Muslim legislators andparlia-
mentarians, Muslimmembers of the state
Bar Council, recognised scholars of Islamic
theology, andmutawallis ofWaqfswith an

annual incomeofRs1 lakhandabove.
AWaqfBoardhaspowersunder the law

to administer the property and takemeas-
uresfortherecoveryof lostpropertiesofany
Waqf,andtosanctionanytransferof immov-
able property of aWaqf byway of sale, gift,
mortgage, exchange, or lease. However, the
sanctionshallnotbegivenunlessatleasttwo
thirds of themembers of theWaqf Board
vote in favourof sucha transaction.

Whatmajorchangeshavebeen
proposedtotheWaqfAct?
TheBillseekstosubstantiallyaltertheex-

istingframeworkofWaqf law.Theproposed
amendment shifts the power of governing
WaqfsfromtheBoardsandTribunals,which
are largely run by theMuslim community,
to thestategovernments.

Amongthekeychanges intheBill:
■TheBillseekstochangethenameofthe

parent Act from theWaqf Act, 1995, to the
UnifiedWaqfManagement,Empowerment,
EfficiencyandDevelopmentAct, 1995.

■ It seeks to introduce three newprovi-
sions in theAct:
First,Section3A,whichstatesthatnoper-

sonshall createaWaqfunlesshe is the law-
fulownerof thepropertyandcompetent to

transferordedicatesuchproperty.Thispro-
vision appears to address the assumption
that landthatdoesnotbelongtoanindivid-
ual isnotgivenasWaqf.
Second, Section3C(1),which states that

“governmentpropertyidentifiedordeclared
asWaqf property, before or after the com-
mencementof thisAct,shallnotbedeemed
tobeaWaqfproperty”.
Third, Section 3C(2), which empowers

thegovernmenttodecideifapropertygiven
asWaqf isgovernmentland.“Ifanyquestion
arises as towhether any such property is a
Governmentproperty, thesameshallbere-
ferred to the Collector having jurisdiction
whoshallmakesuchinquiryashedeemsfit,
and determinewhether such property is a
Governmentpropertyornotandsubmithis
reporttotheStateGovernment,”saystheBill.
Thisprovisionessentiallymeansthatthe

Collector—andnottheWaqfTribunal—will
makethisdeterminationincaseofadispute.
Theproposedclausealsostatesthatsuch

property“shallnotbetreatedasWaqfprop-
ertytilltheCollectorsubmitshisreport”.This
meansthatuntilthegovernmentdecidesthe
issue,Waqf cannot be in control of the dis-
puted land.
The proposed Bill would also give the

centralgovernmentthepowerto“directthe
audit of anyWaqf at any timeby anauditor
appointed by the Comptroller andAuditor-
Generalof India,orbyanyofficerdesignated
bytheCentralGovernmentforthatpurpose”.
Theseprovisions,whenreadtogether, in-

dicatethattheBillcarriesapresumptionthat
government land is incorrectly deemed
Waqf property in some cases, and that the
issueneedsinterventionbythegovernment.

■TheBill also redefineshowaproperty
is deemed to be in the possession ofWaqf.
as it seeks to remove the concept of “Waqf
by use”. Under the 1995 law, a property by
continuous and uninterrupted use by
Muslimsforreligiouspurposes is“deemed”
to be aWaqf property. This means that a
property can be deemed to be a Waqf
throughuse even if the original declaration
is suspect. Severalmosques andgraveyards
could fall in this category.
TheproposedBill,byomittingtheprovi-

sions relating to “Waqf by user,” makes a
Waqf property suspect in the absence of a
validWaqfnama.

■ The Bill proposes to change the com-
positionofWaqfBoardsinstates. Itproposes
to allowevenanon-MuslimCEO, andgives
the power to the state government to have
at least two non-Muslimmembers to the
stateWaqfBoards.

Proposed changes to Waqf law
ABill seekingtoamendthe1995WaqfAct,andproposingsweepingchangestohowWaqfsaregoverned
andregulated,hasbeenreferredtoaJointCommitteeofParliamentfollowingprotestsbyoppositionMPs

SamajwadiParty leaderAkhileshYadavspeaks inParliamentonThursday.PTI
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HE Economic Survey for 2023-24 
sprang a surprise by making a 
strong pitch for Chinese invest-
ments in India, indicating a turn 
from the government’s anti-Chi-
na stance of  the past four years 
during which relations hit a new 

low. Though the Survey’s views are attrib-
uted to the chief  economic advisor (CEA), 
the finance minister subsequently lent 
support, signalling a clear policy shift.

The CEA and his team tried to soften the 
shock of  the sudden change in stance by 
harping on the ‘China plus one strategy’, 
which involves reducing the excessive de-
pendence on China-led production net-
works. However, several developments, 
including some amendments in India’s tar-
iff  structure included in the recent budget 
proposals are pointers to improving eco-
nomic relations between the neighbours.

The relations fell to a low in 2020 follow-
ing Chinese incursions in the Galwan val-
ley. India swiftly responded by taking a slew 
of  measures aimed at restricting participa-
tion of  Chinese companies in India. The 
first of  these came in March 2020 through 
the announcement that companies of  a 
country “that shares land border with India 
or where the beneficial owner of  an invest-
ment into India is situated in or is a citizen 
of  any such country” would be subject to 
government scrutiny before they can invest 
in the country. Alongside, a large number 
of  Chinese apps were banned. 

However, the major problem was India’s 
high degree of  import dependence on Chi-
na. This was being viewed with concern 
especially because of  the security implica-
tions of  importing increasing quantities of  
Chinese electronic goods and critical com-
ponents. For instance, in 2018-19, over 90 
percent of  India’s mobile and personal com-
puter imports were from China. Equally 
disconcerting was the high level of  import 
dependence on active pharmaceutical in-
gredients, or intermediates for several criti-
cal medicines produced in India. China was 
almost the only source for streptomycin, 
ciprofloxacin, amoxicillin and rifampicin, 
used for treating bacterial infections.

This import dependence in critical ma-
terials was a symptom of  the failing health 
of  India’s manufacturing sector, whose 
share of  the GDP has been stuck around 
16-17 percent for decades. Though recom-
mendations were being made for strength-
ening manufacturing at least since 2006, 
the first steps towards this end were taken 
only in the wake of  the Galwan conflict. 

The production linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme was initiated covering the electron-
ics and pharmaceutical sectors. Over time, 
the scheme was extended to cover 14 indus-
tries, including ones for the green energy 
transition and for ushering in ‘Industry 
4.0’, or new-age smart manufacturing.

Though the PLI scheme was expected to 
reduce import dependence on China, its 
tardy implementation meant that this ob-

jective was not realised. In most indus-
tries—with the notable exception of  mobile 
phones—planned augmentation of  capaci-
ties has not been realised. Moreover, it is 
too early to say whether the capacities in 
place can stand up to global competition.

Meanwhile, imports from China have 
increased rapidly. The department of  com-
merce reported between 2020-21 and 2023-
24, Chinese imports had increased nearly 
56 percent, while Chinese customs admin-
istration reported the country’s exports to 
India had increased 65 percent. Interest-
ingly, both authorities reported that India’s 
exports to China had decreased—by 21 per-
cent in the Indian count and 16 percent by 
the Chinese calculation. So, it was China 

decreasing its dependence on India.
It is in the backdrop that the policy shift 

towards Chinese foreign direct investment 
(FDI) proposed in the Economic Survey 
should be read. The Survey makes three 
arguments in favour of  attracting FDI 
from China. First, it argues that FDI in-
flows “from China can help in increasing 
India’s global supply chain participation 
along with a push to exports”. Second, it 
says that relying on Chinese FDI “seems 
more promising for boosting India’s ex-
ports to the US, similar to how East Asian 
economies did in the past”. Finally, the 
Survey opines that “as the US and Europe 
shift their immediate sourcing away from 
China, it is more effective to have Chinese 
companies invest in India and then export 
the products to these markets, rather than 
importing from China, adding minimal 
value, and then re-exporting them”.

Thus, in just four years, the official senti-
ment seems to have deviated from the nar-
rative of an Atmanirbhar Bharat becom-
ing a global manufacturing hub on its own 
strength to one that will be partly depend-
ent on Chinese capital for global engage-
ments. More importantly, the views ex-
pressed in the Economic Survey appear to 
have resonated in the Union Budget pro-
posals in two ways. First, the finance min-
ister made no mention of  the PLI scheme 
in her speech when the general expectation 
was that she would prioritise its re-orienta-
tion. Second, critical minerals such as lith-
ium, nickel, cobalt and vanadium, among 
others, used for the production of  batteries, 
space vehicles and nuclear reactors, can 
now be imported duty-free, while import 
duty on mobile phones have been reduced 
from 20 percent to 15 percent. These are 
possibly the first steps to incentivise Chi-
nese producers to invest in India.

Does this imply that the commendable 
ambitions written into the PLI scheme 
and Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to 
transform India into a strong, independ-
ent and globally competitive manufactur-
ing hub are passé? The answer may be-
come apparent in the next few months.

(Views are personal)
(bisjit@gmail.com)

T

06 TIRUPATI, FRIDAY  09�08�2024

Charles 
Baudelaire

Genius is nothing more 
nor less than childhood 
recovered at will

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

HE calamity in Wayanad, the 
most devastating landslides in 
Kerala’s history, is not just a 
wakeup call—it is a death-knell, 
one that had long been tolling. 
Yet instead of  introspecting, 
learning from our mistakes 

and ensuring we never again repeat 
them, we in India focus on immediate re-
lief  (which Kerala does well), then on re-
habilitation (which Kerala does less well), 
and then lapse into business-as-usual. 
This failure to rise above our political in-
ertia prevents us from safeguarding our 
future from more such cataclysms.

On Saturday, August 3, I made an emo-
tionally searing visit to Wayanad and as-
sisted in the distribution of  relief  supplies 
gathered by the MP office in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Picking my way through the 
rubble to view the destruction in Mun-
dakkai, Chooralmala and Punchiri Mat-
tam, I beheld JCBs rumbling where, till five 
days ago, lavishly verdant, hilly and scenic 
villages had sprawled beneath great blue 
skies. I saw the fortunate in a relief  camp.

At a hospital suffused with the anguish 
of  those whose homes and dreams were 
pulverised by a bombardment of  rocks 
and boulders in the early hours of  July 30, 
I met a young survivor who had endured 
unimaginable horrors. At eight years of  
age, she had lost her father, mother, broth-
er, sister, grandfather and grandmother, 
and sustained numerous injuries, from 
broken bones to a heavily bruised face. As 
I watched her propped up in bed, im-
mersed in her colouring book, desolation 
gripped me. After all, we should have been 
able to prevent what she had endured. 

Kerala’s battle-lines with the ferocity 
of  nature, exacerbated by climate change, 
have long been drawn. The writing has 
again been on the wall since February 
2023, when ISRO’s National Remote Sens-
ing Centre (NRSC) published the Land-
slide Atlas of  India, ranking Wayanad as 
the 13th most vulnerable region for land-
slides among 147 districts in 17 states and 
two Union territories. Indeed, 13 of  Ker-
ala’s 14 districts are among the 50 most 
landslide-prone Indian regions.

When a landslide struck Wayanad’s 
Puthumala in 2019, no special new meas-
ures were taken in the surrounding areas. 
Over five years later, in the secrecy of  a 
misty and chilly night, 86,000 square kilo-
metres of  forest slipped off  high in the Vel-
larimala hills, and tumbling into a turgid 
Iruvazhinjipuzha (whose course it altered),
hurtled down the hillside, devouring Mun-
dakkai, Chooralmala, Attamala and 
Noolpuzha, reducing their residents to fig-
ures in a tragic death toll. Upwards of  300 

bodies have been found, while more than 
200 souls remain missing, the odds of  their 
still being alive dwindling by the day. 

Ecologically, Kerala is deeply fragile; not 
only did it record the highest number of  
landslides in India between 2015 and 2022, 
there has not been a single year between 
2017 and 2022 when a natural calamity—
whether cyclone, flood, or landslide—did 
not lash it. Some ecological issues contrib-
uting to the current catastrophe include 
widespread deforestation, with 62 percent 
of  Wayanad’s forests having disappeared 
between 1950 and 2018; ceaseless soil ero-
sion, made more relentless by rainwater 
seeping into loose topsoil, which reduces 
soil cohesion and contributes to landslides; 
and soil piping, the formation of  under-
ground tunnels because of  subsurface soil 

erosion. The Puthumala landslide scarred 
Wayanad with extensive soil piping, which 
aggravated these landslides. 

Climate change is worsening the situa-
tion, especially with more flash floods and 
landslips being triggered by merciless 
monsoons. As climate scientists have re-
vealed, the extreme warming of  the Ara-
bian Sea has created deep cloud systems, 
which result in brief  spells of  ruthlessly 
intense rainfall, making Kerala yet more 
vulnerable to landslides. The ‘heavy rain’ 
predicted for the area was 52-200 mm over 
a week; instead, 522 mm fell in a matter of  
hours, far more than the saturated soil 
could absorb. The hill just collapsed.

A day after tragedy struck Wayanad, I 
wrote to Home Minister Amit Shah, urg-
ing him to declare this upheaval a ‘Calam-

ity of  Severe Nature’ in pursuance of  Para-
graph 8.1 of  the Members of  Parliament 
Local Area Development Scheme guide-
lines. This will entitle all of  India’s MPs—
543 in the Lok Sabha and 250 in the Rajya 
Sabha—to contribute, if  they so wish, up 
to `1 crore from their MPLADS funds for 
extracting Wayanad from the jaws of  dev-
astation. (As of  now, only the MP of  this 
constituency is allowed to deploy funds, 
but there is no MP currently, and no by-
election has been called). I have yet to re-
ceive a response from the government.

Yet one thing is evident: we need far 
more rigorous, reliable, and real-time 
forecasts of  such catastrophes in order to 
evacuate residents from the epicentre, 
bolster existing infrastructure and build 
emergency structures, and enter a vigor-
ous state of  preparedness. For far too 
long, we have been relying on remote 
sensing technologies, but these have 
proven inadequate. Remote sensing de-
ploys deep learning, among other tech-
niques, to unearth the mysteries of  a re-
gion’s topography, hydrology, vegetation 
and other geographic vagaries. Satellites 
built for this purpose snap pictures of  
the area, gathering every detail, from wa-
ter and soil to vegetation and rocks.

When pieced together, these snapshots 
create a comprehensive map. Then deep 
learning comes into play, building predic-
tive models that highlight regions prone 
to ecological disasters. The trouble, of  
course, is that much like predictive mod-
els built by artificial intelligence, the re-
sults are not foolproof. And satellites can-
not see that well beneath the surface.

Once and for all, we ought to learn the 
right lessons from Wayanad and move to-
wards on-ground sensor grids, capable of  
anticipating landslides. That the internet 
is now awash with high-resolution im-
ages tracing the horrific course of  the 
Wayanad cataclysm is perhaps ironic. Re-
leased by the NRSC after the landslide, 
these ‘before-and-after’ images illustrate 
that while remote sensing can guide us in 
retrospect, it may fail to awaken us to the 
imminence of  a tragedy until after people 
have perished. I hope that the gruesome-
ness of  these landslides has roused us 
from our slumber, compelling us to move 
beyond our existing early warning sys-
tems to adopt forecasting methods that 
are truly credible. And tough decisions 
are still pending about the degree of  hu-
man activity permissible in such areas.

Should we fail to do this, Wayanad 
would become yet another natural calam-
ity from which we have learnt nothing. 

(Views are personal)
(office@tharoor.in)
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IS INDIA READY TO WELCOME
CHINESE CAPITAL AGAIN?

LEARNING THE RIGHT 
LESSONS FROM THE 
WAILS OF WAYANAD

SHASHI THAROOR Fourth-term Lok Sabha MP from Thiruvananthapuram 
and Sahitya Akademi winning author of 24 books, 
most recently Ambedkar: A Life

Though diplomatic relations have 
hit a low after China’s incursions 
at Galwan, the trade balance has 
worsened for India. Now the finance 
minister has backed the Economic 
Survey’s suggestion of shifting India’s 
stance on Chinese investments. What 
does it say about the manufacturing 
schemes aimed at self-reliance?

Thirteen of Kerala’s 14 districts are prone to landslides. But little 
was done after Puthumala was struck in 2019. We must use 

suitable technologies to guard against future tragedies

MANDAR PARDIKAR

BISWAJIT DHAR Former professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University and 
Vice President, Council for Social Development

Shocking rule
Ref: 100gms bury Vinesh’s medal dream 
(Aug 8). The whole nation was in a state of 
disbelief that 100g extra deprived Indian 
athlete Vinesh Phogat of her medal. People 
in suits and authority were quick to say ‘rules 
are rules’. It  is typical of sports like wrestling, 
boxing, karate etc to have this rule for 
athletes so their strength is matched. But if 
that is the case, basketball players also should 
be segregated as per height.
Vijay Vir Mangla, Bengaluru

Conspiracy hint
An entire nation is heartbroken due to the 
disqualification of Vinesh Phogat. The 
disqualification looks conspiratorial on two 
grounds. One, the ruling was announced 
hours after she entered the final, just before 
playing. Two, her being overweight by 100g 
was too small to disqualify her. No drugs 
caused the increase. Metabolic activities of the 
body are bound to vary weight now and then. 
A mere 100g will  not affect the opponent.   
Manoharan Muthuswamy, Ramanathapuram

Stoic Vinesh
The exasperated photograph of Vinesh Phogat 
with P T Usha reflects how badly she was 
shaken at the turn of events. No one, including 
her rivals, would have thought this kind of 
fate would befall on her. The  bold, courageous 
and resilient Vinesh resigning to stoicism is a 
shock to everyone.  
D S Gururaj, Bengaluru

Mandated internships 
Ref: Bridging educational gaps with internships 
(Aug 8). Our educational system must be 
thoroughly revamped. Any job seeker after 
obtaining qualifications should be able 
to implement their knowledge practically. 
Governments should chalk out a plan mandating 
a certain percentage of internships in top 
companies in every field. The employers can be 
compensated with possible sops.
Krishnan O V, Ezhome 

Alarming infection
Ref: Awareness crucial to avoid lethal infection 
(Aug 8). People need to be aware of this 
alarming infection. They need to practice 
caution before entering any water place. 
Aditya Kamble, Kalaburagi

Regulating waqfs
Ref: Waqf bill  may go to House panel after it 
is tabled today (Aug 8). It is time to trim and 
regulate those sweeping and no-holds-barred 
powers enjoyed by the waqf board that is 
immune from prescribed rules. The new bill  will 
effectively check the board’s unbridled powers 
in claiming any land on the sly as its own.
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad
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TAKE LEGAL ROUTE TO 
CURB STEEP FEE HIKES  

IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS

T
HE new academic year has not begun on a happy  
note for a legion of  parents in Tamil Nadu. Apart from 
having to cope with the menace of  the high retail infla-
tion that has drilled a hole in household budgets, par-
ents are now facing the brunt of  increased school  

fees. Some schools have arbitrarily increased fees by as 
much as 30-50 percent or more, claiming that their  
operational costs have gone up several folds.

Are private schools free to increase the fees at will? Tamil 
Nadu follows a fee-fixing model and has set up a TN Private 
Schools Fee Determination Committee, as suggested by the 
Supreme Court in 2009. Under the Tamil Nadu Schools (Regula-
tion of  Collection of  Fees) Act, 2009, the panel is empowered to 
verify and approve fee structures proposed by private schools. 
Each school is supposed to submit the fee hike proposal, ac-
companied by their books of  accounts and other claims. The 
committee’s job is to ensure that the school management’s 
move is not leading to profiteering and to approve the proposal 
or suggest an alternative after verifying the documents.

Over the years, the state government has faced a series  
of  court battles on school education. In 2012, a division 
bench of  the Madras High Court ruled in favour of  the state 
government that CBSE schools would come under the  
purview of  the fee committee. However, private CBSE-affil-
iated schools later managed to get an interim order  
from the Supreme Court, which allowed them to fix fees on 
their own. For the past several years, the state government 
has not challenged the order.

In the last decade, Tamil Nadu has seen a steep increase in 
the number of  CBSE schools. The number has gone up from 
390 in 2013, including those run by the central government, to 
1,617 in 2024. Of  late, the state has witnessed a flood of  com-
plaints from parents about fee hikes. The fee committee has 
made it clear that it has no mandate to fix the fees of  the CBSE-
affiliated schools unless the stay is lifted by the court. State 
governments, aggrieved parents, or their associations should 
approach the Supreme Court on the matter. A fee-fixing model 
for all private schools should bring some semblance of  recon-
ciliation between parents and school managements.

STEER TELANGANA LOCAL
SEAT QUOTA WITH CARE

T
HE question whether a student is to be considered  
a local or non-local for admission to educational insti-
tutions—in particular for MBBS and BDS courses—is 
sensitive in almost every state; but it is felt more in-
tensely in Telangana. Historically, this issue has 

played a key role in several agitations. In this backdrop,  
the recent order of  the state government redefining  
the local category status for admission to medical courses 
has understandably led to protests.

With the 10-year period for including students from And-
hra Pradesh ending, the Telangana government has rightly 
amended the provision. But in doing so, it has left the door 
open to criticism. As per government order 33, students who 
study from class 9 to the intermediate level, or those who 
have resided in the state for four years or more by the time 
of  the exam will be considered for the local quota. The gov-
ernment dropped the earlier criterion that students who 
have studied for at least four years in the state from classes 
6 to 12 could also avail of  the quota. It makes little sense to 
drop the latter while the number of  medical colleges has 
increased after 2014. There are over 8,700 medical seats in 
the state, half  of  them in government-run colleges. However, 
the competition is cut-throat.

Though Health Minister Damodar Rajanarasimha claims the 
new order will not be a disadvantage for Telangana students, it 
is bound to raise a number of  questions. There could be any 
number of  state students studying intermediate in other states; 
conversely, there could be a substantial number of  students 
from other states studying in Telangana for four consecutive 
years. The state government ought to reconsider the rules to 
ensure that genuine local candidates do not lose out.

The issue has already taken a political dimension with the 
opposition BRS going hammer and tongs at the government. 
The pink party, following its electoral drubbing, sees in this 
an opportunity to reinvent itself  as the sole champion of  the 
Telangana sentiment. But these hyper-sensitive issues 
should be dealt with carefully, lest they acquire a momentum 
of  their own and cause disharmony. The state government 
would be well advised to reconsider the matter before frus-
trated students take to the streets.

Q U I C K  TA K E

ABUSE NOT A WEAPON

ISRAELI rights group B’Tselem has released a detailed re-
port on the country’s policy of  using prisoner abuse and 
torture in Gaza. The report lists harrowing accounts of  

sexual abuse and arbitrary violence. Israeli soldiers also 
took pictures of  female detainees in degrading circumstanc-
es and uploaded them online. The report came days after the 
country’s military detained nine soldiers accused of  severe 
abuse of  a prisoner. This is not the first report of  its kind. In 
February, UN experts had expressed alarm over similar 
cases, including those targeting women and children. What-
ever course the war takes, the world cannot let this pass un-
punished: abuse cannot be allowed as a weapon of  war.
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T
he 50th Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting of the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), which ended on Thursday, was widely expected to be a 
non-event. In line with market expectations, the committee decided to 
leave the policy rate and stance unchanged. Consequently, the policy 

repo rate remains at 6.5 per cent. The MPC also decided to retain the growth and 
inflation projections. It expects the Indian economy to expand 7.2 per cent this 
financial year. The growth rate in the first quarter of next financial year is expected 
to be the same — 7.2 per cent. On inflation, the committee expects the headline 
inflation rate to average 4.5 per cent this financial year. The rate is projected to be 
4.4 per cent in the first quarter of 2025-26. 

Although the broad monetary policy announcements were on expected lines, 
the high point of the day was the decision of RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das to 
underline the fundamentals of inflation targeting, monetary-policy operations, 
and financial stability. The latest Economic Survey suggested: “India’s inflation 
targeting framework should consider targeting inflation, excluding food.” The 
primary reason was that food inflation is often not demand-induced but is a result 
of supply shocks, and short-run policy tools are more appropriate to address price 
pressures emanating from excess aggregate demand growth. As also argued by 
this newspaper earlier this week, ignoring food inflation is not advisable. Mr Das 
did well to set the record straight. It should help address all doubts. Some of the 
broad points are worth emphasising here. 

The legally binding target of the RBI is the headline consumer price index-
based inflation rate. Food has a weighting of about 46 per cent in the index and, 
thus, cannot be ignored. The consumer understands inflation in terms of food 
prices rather than other components. Notably, the food inflation rate contributed 
more than 75 per cent to the headline inflation rate in May and June. Further, it 
affects household inflation expectations, which have implications for the future 
trajectory of inflation outcomes. In fact, household inflation expectations have 
edged up in recent months. Persisting high food inflation can affect expectations 
and spill over to the core rate. A behavioural shift among households can make 
overall inflation outcomes sticky with higher economic costs. The MPC can always 
look through transitory increases in food prices. However, a more persistent 
increase cannot be ignored. 

In the context of financial and banking stability, the governor noted for retail 
investors, alternative avenues were becoming more attractive, and banks were 
facing challenges in mobilising deposits, which were trailing loan growth. 
Consequently, banks are raising funds from other sources, which can potentially 
lead to structural liquidity issues. It was also highlighted that certain segments of 
personal loans continued to grow at a rapid pace despite last year’s presumptive 
regulatory action. While there is no imminent risk to financial or banking stability, 
and the Indian banking system is well capitalised, some of these observations 
can be seen as an indication for the system to address potential risks in time. The 
RBI also did well not to overreact to the recent global financial-market turmoil. 
Given the strong position on the external front and with economic growth momen-
tum expected to continue, the MPC rightly decided to stay the course and focus 
on inflation management.

Chinese dependence
India has difficult choices

T
he Union government has decided to expedite and streamline visa 
approval for Chinese technicians involved in manufacturing, which must 
be welcomed. The initiative is expected to ease complications, particularly 
for the 14 sectors under the production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes. 

According to new norms, which came into effect this month, after a company 
makes the application, it will be forwarded to relevant government departments 
for approval and they will have to send their response to the Union home ministry 
in 28 days. It is expected that the overall process will take 30-45 days and the 
business e-visa will be valid for six months. Several businesses had argued that 
visa-related matters were affecting production and productivity. It is to be hoped 
that the initiative will address such concerns and that visas will also be issued for 
companies not within the purview of PLI schemes. 

While the government has addressed the visa problem, another big issue being 
debated is that of Chinese investment, particularly in the context of remarks made 
in the latest Economic Survey. Given China’s dominant position in global supply 
chains, it is perhaps impossible for India to become an integral part of these 
networks independently. The pervasive reach of Chinese manufacturing means 
that any effort by India to enhance its role in global supply chains will inevitably 
intersect with Chinese interests and operations. The visa issue also clearly under-
scores this point. Given the situation, India has two options — integrate more 
deeply into China’s supply chains, which can increase import, or promote foreign 
direct investment (FDI) from China in the manufacturing sector. The Survey 
favoured the latter, citing examples of Brazil and Turkey, and argued that encour-
aging FDI would boost domestic manufacturing and thereby enhance export. 
Chinese investment in India, resulting in increased production, can also help 
reduce the trade deficit, bring in technology, enhance managerial skills, and lower 
production costs. However, these benefits come with considerable concern and 
risks. The influx of Chinese capital and influence may pose risks, for example, to 
data security, which could compromise national security and economic sovereignty 
by creating information vulnerabilities. 

The government mandated in 2020 that investment from countries sharing 
land borders with India would need its approval. However, as things stand, 
India’s reliance on imported inputs from China for critical sectors such as semi-
conductors, automobiles, and telecommunications is increasing, with the trade 
deficit reaching a staggering $85 billion in 2023-24. Besides, the trade figures 
alone do not provide a complete picture, as Chinese firms could be rerouting 
their supplies through countries such as Vietnam. Thus, dependence on China, 
coupled with current regulations and national security concerns, creates a highly 
complex environment. Given the geopolitical situation, it would not be easy for 
the government to simply open the door for Chinese investment. However, as 
the visa decision underscores, it is also true that China cannot be ignored if 
India has to integrate into the global value chain in any meaningful manner, 
which is critical to boosting manufacturing. There are no easy answers here. 
The Economic Survey must be commended for starting the debate, which will 
hopefully help find an acceptable solution.
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T
he recent Budget has assumed real gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth of 6.5 per cent 
for FY25. The latest Economic Survey forecasts 

growth of 6.5-7 per cent.  Would-be reformers in India 
are asking for more. They urge the government to do 
whatever it takes to boost GDP growth to 8, 9 or even 
10 per cent. Aiming for a higher growth rate has 
become a sort of test of the government’s machismo. 

The gratifying part of current growth aspirations 
is that there is a sense all around that a long-term 
growth rate of 6.5 per cent for India is achievable. Yet, 
few had forecast such an outcome, least of all after 
the Covid pandemic struck India in March 2020. 

For years, commentators warned 
us  that a growth rate higher than 5-
6 per cent would not be possible 
unless the government summoned 
the will to push through “second-
generation” reforms. The slowdown 
in growth during the three years pre-
ceding the pandemic seemed to con-
firm these apprehensions.  

None of those reforms have hap-
pened. Yet, the economy grew at 
over 7 per cent for three years after 
the pandemic and is now poised 
for a fourth year of growth close to 
7 per cent.  

In FY24, as the Economic Survey 
points out, the Indian economy 
returned to the pre-pandemic growth trajectory. This 
is an impressive feat. The US returned to the trajectory 
even earlier, then veered off and returned to the tra-
jectory a second time. Europe is yet to get back to the 
pre-pandemic growth trajectory. China got back very 
quickly to the pre-pandemic trajectory but has since 
departed from it. India’s recovery appears more sure-
footed. That is something to celebrate.  

High growth rates after the pandemic have been 
driven by rising capital expenditure at the Centre. 

Critics said such increases were unsustainable. They 
said such increases would happen at the expense of 
fiscal consolidation and would cause the public debt-
to-GDP ratio to rise. Unless private investment 
picked up, growth would sputter.  

They have been proved wrong on these counts 
as well. The central government’s capital expendi-
ture as a proportion of GDP has doubled from 1.7 
per cent in FY20 to 3.4 per cent in FY25. Yet, the 
gross fiscal deficit is projected to rise from 4.6 per 
cent to merely 4.9 per cent of GDP.   The total public 
debt–to-GDP ratio fell from FY21 to FY23 and rose 
marginally in FY24. Growth remains robust without 

the desired rise in private invest-
ment. Public investment-led growth 
has turned out to be more sustain-
able than analysts had thought.  

The reforms brigade now clam-
ours for even higher GDP growth 
driven by further reforms — more 
fiscal consolidation, more privatisa-
tion, more labour reforms, more free 
trade. The clamour appears discon-
nected from reality. It is not just that 
the “second-generation” reforms 
have proved to be politically infea-
sible for nearly two decades and look 
even more remote in today’s setting. 
It is that growth miracles — growth 
of over 7 per cent for long periods 

— are rare for a middle income country (MIC) and 
will become rarer still in the emerging global eco-
nomic environment.  

That is the stark message from the World Bank’s 
World Development Report (WDR), 2024. The report 
focuses on the difficulties nations face in breaking 
out of the “Middle Income Trap”, that is, those with 
annual income per capita ranging from $1,136 to 
$13,845. India is now a lower MIC. It seeks to join 
the ranks of higher income countries by 2047 by 

growing at least 7 per cent for the next two decades. 
That would mean replicating the record of South 
Korea, which has the finest record of breaking out 
of the “Middle Income Trap”.  

The WDR pours cold water on such ambitions 
not only for India but for other aspirants as well. It 
states bluntly, “Given the changes in the global econ-
omy since the time that Korea was a middle-income 
economy, it would be fair to conclude that it would 
be a miracle if today’s middle-income economies 
manage to do in 50 years what Korea did in just 25”.  

The WDR report makes a point well known to 
students of economics from the Solow growth mod-
el:  Increases in investment can drive growth only 
up to a point. Thereafter, growth happens through 
increases in productivity. For productivity to grow, 
nations can induct technologies from elsewhere or 
they can innovate themselves. These steps are far 
more difficult than the initial one of simply raising 
the level of investment in the economy. That’s why 
becoming a MIC is easier than growing from that 
point into a high-income country.  

Growth in the MICs has already shown signs of 
slowing. Average annual income growth in these 
countries slipped by nearly one-third in the first 
two decades of this century—from 5 per cent in 
the 2000s to 3.5 per cent in the 2010s. Today, MICs 
face a whole set of adverse conditions: Geopolitical 
tensions and fragmentation in the world economy, 
higher debt servicing obligations, and the costs of 
climate change. 

The WDR 2024 report complements the find-
ings of a study carried out by   the World Bank in 
2008 under the leadership of Nobel Laureate 
Michael Spence.  That study showed that growth 
of over 7 per cent for over 25 years from any starting 
point, not just from a MIC starting point, is a tall 
order — only 13 economies had been able to do so. 
Of these, nearly half were small economies.  

The economies that had grown rapidly had had 
the benefit of a post-World War II world environment 
that was substantially open to free trade.  

If India can manage to sustain growth of 6.5 per 
cent over two decades starting from a MIC status in 
the bleakest international environment in two 
decades, it would be quite a feat. Those who would 
aim higher think that fixing several things in the 
Indian economy will automatically translate into a 
higher growth rate.  

They are mistaken. We have to reckon with seri-
ous constraints to growth and stability that 
emanate from outside. The sharp rise in geopolit-
ical tensions in recent weeks and the sell-offs in 
financial markets in the past week only serve to 
reinforce this point. The Economic Survey’s con-
servatism about the growth rate for FY25 may turn 
out to have been well-founded.   
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F
rom the solar chakras of Konark to the tea-
scented breezes of Darjeeling, from 
Nalanda's phoenix-like resurgence to the 

Brahmaputra’s life-giving pulse, eastern India 
ascends not as a lone star but as the lodestar in 
India’s competitiveness odyssey.  

Budget 2024 amplifies this strategic pivot through 
the Purvodaya initiative, a plan for the all-round 
development of the eastern part of 
India. It recognises that unlocking 
the East’s diverse factor endow-
ments — from Odisha’s mineral 
wealth to Andhra’s coastal corridors, 
from Bihar’s agricultural heartland 
to Jharkhand’s industrial potential, 
and from West Bengal’s dynamic 
services sector to its strategic trade 
gateways — is paramount for chart-
ing India’s course towards becoming 
a developed country by 2047.  

Eastern states collectively hold 
a substantial portion of India’s nat-
ural resources, including around 80 per cent of the 
country’s iron ore and 100 per cent of its coking 
coal, along with significant reserves of chromite, 
bauxite, and dolomite. Their strategic advantages 
include major ports such as Paradip, Haldia, Vizag, 
and Kolkata, which account for over 30 per cent of 
India’s major port capacity, as well as three major 
national waterways and robust road and rail con-
nectivity to most parts of the country. Despite these 
strengths, these states contributed only around 17.26 
per cent to India’s gross domestic product (GDP) in 
2022–23. This is because these states significantly 
lag behind other Indian states in both economic 
development and social progress. 

The combined population of these states is 
approximately 350 million, representing nearly 27 
per cent of India’s total population. Despite this, the 
GDP per capita in these states has shown minimal 
growth over the past 11 years, with a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) below the national aver-

age, except for Odisha and Andhra Pradesh, which 
have achieved 5.5 per cent and 6 per cent growth, 
respectively. The GDP per capita in these states is 
lower than India’s average per capita level.  

Indian states, with their large population and 
diverse economies, often surpass many countries in 
terms of size. When viewed through the lens of these 
countries, the economic disparities among the east-

ern states become strikingly clear. 
For instance, let us look at Bihar. Not 
only does it have the lowest per capi-
ta income in India, but it also ranks 
among the lowest globally, even 
below countries like Somalia and 
Sudan. On the other hand, while 
Japan—a country with a similar pop-
ulation size —boasts a per capita 
income around $33,000, Bihar’s per 
capita income is around $420 in 
exchange rate terms. Similarly, West 
Bengal faces its own economic chal-
lenges. With a GDP per capita of 

approximately $967, West Bengal’s GDP per capita 
level is markedly lower compared to countries with 
similar population sizes, such as Vietnam, which has 
a GDP per capita of around $4,623. 

When examining these states through a micro-
scopic lens, the stagnation over the past 11 years 
becomes evident. While direct comparisons 
between states and countries have limitations 
because they are at different stages of development, 
they highlight the need for targeted development 
strategies. These figures not only highlight limited 
economic advancement but also underscore per-
sistent socio-economic challenges. The lower social 
progress rankings for these and other eastern states 
further illustrate the need for focused development 
strategies. Bridging these gaps is essential for 
enabling these regions to contribute more effec-
tively to India's overall prosperity. 

Overall, despite their vast mineral wealth and 
locational advantages, the eastern states remain 

economically underdeveloped compared to other 
regions in India. Addressing these disparities is crit-
ical to achieving balanced national development 
and fully realising these states’ economic potential. 
The Purvodaya plan, as outlined in the 2024 Budget, 
aims to tackle these critical issues by focusing on 
human resource development, infrastructure 
enhancement, and the creation of economic oppor-
tunities. This regional renaissance holds the promise 
of balancing inclusive growth with competitive 
advantage, orchestrating a harmonious progress 
that reverberates across India’s diverse economic 
landscape. If implemented effectively, it could serve 
as a transformative force, symbolising a commit-
ment that as the sun rises in the east, so too will 
India’s prominence on the global stage.  

As we advance towards our goal of becoming a 
developed economy by 2047, it is essential to extend 
similar efforts to the north-eastern part of the country. 
The Northeast, which contributes around 2.9 per cent 
to India’s GDP, faces unique challenges that inhibit 
its growth and development. These include geograph-
ical isolation, infrastructure deficits, and socio-polit-
ical issues that create barriers to economic integration 
and development. However, the region also possesses 
unique strengths, such as rich natural resources, a 
vibrant cultural heritage, and a strategic geographical 
location bordering several Southeast Asian countries. 
These attributes offer significant opportunities for 
economic growth if harnessed effectively.  

Advancing economic and social development in 
the eastern part of India is not a sprint but a 
marathon, demanding sustained effort and com-
mitment from all stakeholders, particularly state 
governments and private players. By tackling hur-
dles head-on and harnessing its unique assets, the 
eastern part of India can be a catalyst and play a 
pivotal role in advancing India towards a more pros-
perous and equitable future.  

The writers are, respectively,  chair and research manager 

at Institute for Competitiveness

Purvodaya for eastern revival

Mr Das has set the record straight

Staying the course

I
n the first chapter of Manifesto: On 
Never Giving Up (Penguin, 2022), 
titled “Heritage, Childhood, Family, 

Origins”, the 2019 Booker Prize-win-
ning author Bernardine Evaristo notes 
that growing up she was labelled “half-
caste”  — a “term for biracial people at 
that time”. 

Ms Evaristo was born in 1959 to a 
Nigerian father and an English mother. 
The British actor, writer and filmmaker 
Jassa Ahluwalia was born in 1990 to an 
English mother and a Punjabi father. The 
three decades between them underline 
the fact that the discourse and 

vocabulary related to mixed heritage 
didn’t advance beyond “half”, as if there’s 
a neat calculus to mixed inheritance. 

Ms Evaristo tried to understand 
identity and articulate the hurt that 
people with mixed heritage end up 
accumulating while growing up in an 
unwelcoming environment. In Both Not 
Half: A Radical New Approach to Mixed 
Heritage Identity Mr Ahluwalia explores 
the various facets of mixed identity. 

Published in May and divided into 
eight chapters that cover a range of 
subjects — from casting people of mixed 
heritage in movies to masculinity and 
queerness to discovering the essence of 
one’s faith — the book is timely in light of 
the race riots that have erupted in the UK. 

It begins with an interesting 
anecdote. It’s 1994. At a wedding in 
Moga, Punjab, three-year-old Ahluwalia 
is dancing joyously, though he’s unable 
to find his “rhythm”. Despite his blonde 
hair and white skin, he was “the very 
image of a Punjabi folk dancer” as one 
can see in the video that his father made 

on a camcorder that the writer has 
published on his Instagram. In the same 
video, he is wearing a pageboy suit 
doing Bhangra to dhol beats. 

Juxtapose this with a grown-up 
Jassa’s irritation when a street vendor 
thinks he is white. Mr Ahluwalia 
narrates this incident in his viral TEDx 
Talk and notes in the book: “Oh shad deh 
yaar, mera sir part dha pya! Kini vari 
main kya, mere kul paani hai! Kisi hor 
nu thang kar!”  (Translation by the 
author: “Leave it dude, my head is 
killing me, I’ve said so many times, I’ve 
got water, go bother someone else.”) 

These incidents can be considered 
cornerstones in understanding identity 
— how it’s shaped not only by one’s self-
image developed in a sheltered 
environment but also by the biases 
people have internalised for aeons. Mr 
Ahluwalia articulates this brilliantly in 
this book. The differences between his 
and his father’s experiences are telling. 
Mr Ahluwalia’s brown father, who had 
moved to the UK in 1973, had grown up 

“carrying a cricket bat to the park, 
regardless of whether there was a match 
to play; he was well attuned to and 
unsurprised by the racism and violence 
he encountered.” Mr Ahluwalia, on the 
other hand, “didn’t feel othered.” 
Instead, his “whiteness insulated” him. 

Mr Ahluwalia also engages with 
identity beyond individual experiences, 
particularly in the 
second chapter titled 
“My Name Is Jassa 
Ahluwalia and I Have 
Imperial Nostalgia.” 
The arguments here 
are scholarly and 
meticulously question 
classical heroes — 
such as Rudyard 
Kipling’s Kim  — and 
interpretations of 
history. It ends with an interesting story 
in which the author relates how his 
“legal name” almost killed him. 

The (ongoing) discrimination in 
cinema against non-white people is well 
documented in the chapter “Half-
Casting”. Interestingly, here, too, Mr 
Ahluwalia offers some intriguing trivia. 
Mumbai-born British actress Merle 

Oberon hid her mixed heritage her entire 
life. Later, pop culture would remark that 
Michelle Yeoh was the second Asian to be 
nominated for the Oscar for Lead Actress 
— and the first to have won — because 
the first was Oberon. To that end, the 
author concludes: “Being a chameleon is 
part of the joy of being an actor, but I 
wanted to play with my true colours.” 

A person’s identity 
is a spectrum, and 
one of them is defined 
by nationalism — the 
narrative a nation 
forces on individuals, 
which Mr Ahluwalia 
discusses thoroughly 
in “Useful Fictions, 
Dangerous 
Narratives”. The 
chapter documents 

the myths that leaders offer to amass 
support, the kind of insecurities 
majorities develop to threaten — and 
often murder — minority communities, 
how language politics divides and 
unites and, most importantly, how 
embracing this part of one’s identity is 
crucial, but to be blinded by it is foolish. 

A good memoirist must be vulnerable 

in the face of events. Mr Ahluwalia 
accepts the fact that he wasn’t a good ally 
to his queer, brown sister Ramanique, 
and grieves and rekindles his 
relationship with his grandmother 
(“BG”) by understanding the  
underlying principles of Sikhism. In the 
chapter “Adventures in Masculinity,” he 
talks about experiencing non-
normative desires and how toxic 
masculinity is detrimental to living a 
more fulfilling life. 

The bouquet of issues that Mr 
Ahluwalia tackles in this book makes it 
clear that writing about identity is a 
tricky business. However, he makes it 
look easy. His book also seems to be 
doing what Manifesto did to Ms 
Evaristo, who writes, “As a race, the 
human one, we all carry our histories of 
ancestry within us, and I am curious as 
to how mine helped determine the 
person and writer I became.” It’s the 
history that wasn’t available readily to 
Mr Ahluwalia, which is why he wrote  
Both Not Half to fill this gap. 

 The reviewer is a Delhi-based writer and 

freelance journalist. On Instagram/X: 

@writerly_life
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Mixed feelings about identity

Don’t count on a growth miracle 
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