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The Voice of a Changing Region

EHAVE HISKS

Lebanon's hospitals given crisis
medical supplies ‘in case of war’

@52 tonnes of aid include wound trauma Kits @lamilies pack Beirut airport to escape

Majla Houssar] Heoo

The World Health
Organization delivered
32 tonnes of emergency
medical supplies to
Lebanon on Monday amid
growing fears of a full-
scale war between Israel
anid Hezbollah.

The aid, which will equip
Lehanon's most under-resonreed
hospitals, inclded at least 1,000
trawma Kits to treal possible war
wornched.

“The poal is
supplies and medicines o
hospltals .. especilly | the
places most exposed so that we
can be ready to deal with any
emerpency,”  Health  Mindster
Firass Abiad sakd

Bermrut airport’s departure hall
was packed on Monday, and
families fed the country after
slates Including Saudl Arabia,
France, Britatn, Ttaly, and Turkive
urgrd thetr nationals to beave

“It is just very sad, oh God,
the sthuation is really sad We
et ot of a crisds, we go into
another one” said Sherin Malah,
who fives in lialy and decided to
retirn home eardy after a visit to

her mother in Lebanon.

Foermany s preparing o
move its citizens fo safety and
has prepared transport alrcraft
to shuttle them from Belrat to
CYpris

The US wged Amenicans in
Lebanon “to book any ticket
available™ the UN ashed the
[amilies of s staff to leave, and
the Swedish Embassy moved its

o get these

/ JirBrief

~ SAFETY FIRST

Citizens and residents have
been urged o exercise caution as
thunderstorms are expected o
continue in some regions of the

Ringdom untl Friday. P&

— TRADE GROWTH

Saudi Arabia"s nogi-oll priviale
secior demonstrated strong
growth in July, supported by

sustained demand. P12

‘ESPORTS FESTIVAL"

Three teams were crowned
champdons al the Esporis
World Cup in Rivadh on “Super
sainday, P18

FPeople await thaeir Aights at the Balrut-Rafic Hadd Intemational Alrport’s departure hall as urgent calls grow for foralgn Aationus to leave Lebanon, AF

NUMBER

39,623

Palestinkans have bean kKilled
i Israel's Gaza onslaught.

Shaehab Surmon [1Faka

The UN on Monday called for
peaceful  democratic  transi
tion In Bangladesh, and the
IS warmed against  violence
after Prime Minister Shetkh
Hasina resigned and fled by air
force plane to India and then
to London.

“We urge all parties to refrain
from  further wvelence, Too
many bhves have been lost over
the course of the past several

| weeks, and we urge calm and

operations to Cypris.

Tension has soared since
[sraels assassination last week
o senior Hezbollah eommander
Fouad Shukrin Beirut and Hamas
political leader Ismail Haniveh in
Tehran a few hours later.

Iran sald on Monday: “No
one has the rght o douk

Iran's legnl right to punish the
Ziomist regime” Prime Minister
Benjamin Metanyahu said Tsrael
was “determined o stand agains
Iram ... om all fronts.”

Meanwhile, Hezbollah and
larael continuwed their near-daily
exchanges of fire,

Four people were killed in

I=sracli airstrikes on the Lebanese
border towms of Mays Al-Jabal
and Hula, amd Hezbollah ki
military  targets in  northern
Isracl with explosive drones.

» Detailed reports “ape
#Qpindon by Dr. Ramizy Barowd,
Ghassan Charbed Fuge O

ARMY GRIEF YVOWS JUSTICGE

UN and US call for peaceful transition in Bangladesh

Prime minister driven out by protests after 20 vears in office quits and flees to London

resiraint in the days ahead ™ US
State Department spokesman
Matthew Miller saicd.

Hasina, 76, quit after
hundreds of people were killed
in a crackdown on demonstra-
hons that began as profests
aegainst job guotas and swelled
intoe a movemeni demanding
her downifall.

Army chiel Gen. Waker-Uz-
Zaman said he would form an
interim military government.

“The country is goang through
2 revodultionary perpod,” he sand.

Peofde carry wh njurod protestar
toa hospdtal in Dhaka, A7

“1 promise vou all, we will bring
justice. We request you o have
faith in the army of the country
Please don't go back to the path
of violence and please return
R |1|.|-|1'|."i||-;||'|:|l
Wilvs,"

Hasina had poverncd for 20
of the past 30 wears as leader
of the political movement she
her  [ather,
state founder Sheikh Mujibur
KRahman, who was assassinated
i A 15875 Gk,

Prodeslers  1n

ani  peacefl

inheried  from

Dhaka omn
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BLAKE LIVELY
GOES FLORAL
WITH ELIE SAAB

SINCE 1975

Vessel hit
by Houthis
limps into
portin
Djibouti

Aroh News 1!

A confainer vessel attacked in the
Gulfl of Aden by the Iran-backed
Howrthi militia in Yemen Lmpsed
into port in Dibouti on Monday
afler the crew extinguished fines
o board.

The Liberia-flagged MY Groton
was hit by a ballistic missile &0
nautical miles off the coast of
Yemen on Saturday while en route
from Duba to Jeddah. It was the
Hewethis” first attack on shipping
lanes in two weels,

The missile strike started fires in

BACKGROUND

The Howthd attacks on ships
havve drawn US and British
retallatory strikes and
disrupted global trade.

the cargo holds and contxiners on
the main ceck,

“No injuries of pollution have
been reported, and there 15 o
water inpgress causecd by the hit”
the vessels operators said.

“Full evaluation of the damage
will be made ... followed by the
MCessary repairs.”

The Houthis militanis  Jave
tunched attacks on mternational
shipping near Yemen sinee lasi
November in solidarity with Pales
timians in Israel’s war in Gaza.

The attacks have drawn US ancd
British retaliatory  strikes  and
chsrupted global trade as ship
owners reroute vesscls aroond
the south of Africa.

Yemend judge's piight Fose 6

Monday climbed on top of
his statwe and chiseled at the
head with an axe,
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We are determined to continue working

on the next 1K MILE Entrepreneurship g
program to transform innovative ideas
into projects that contribute to the
development of the national cconomy.

Bandar Alkhorayef
Bl nduslry and i
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Riyadh
Perfumes exhibit

An exhibition to discover all things
soenis and the hastory that Jed to
the Arabian Peninsula becoming
oase of the most popukar places

in the world for perfomes. Uniil
Sepl. W, book through saudievents s,

Jeddah
Camel festival

“The Year of the Cameel® is an in-
teractive experience that explores
e culturl impact of camels

anc chetadls the animal's historical
presence i the regon. Located at
City Walk. Visit the Saudi Events
apyp for more details.

Hiyadh

hingdom ol art

The anmual Prince Falsal bin Falwd
Arts Hall exhibition features works
from 28 Savdi and Savh-based
artists that expiore the Elngdom's
evolving visual lansdscapes and the

dynamac refationship between peo-

ple and thetr urban environments.

Expertence the breathtaking beanty
of AlUEa from 1A meters above
grouane in a hod air balloon for an
unforgettable advenbare that will ig-
nate all your senses. Visit experen-
pcealulacom for more information

T/zeRe 1ster

andi Deputy Minister of For-
elgn Affairs Waleed Elkherelji
el with Sudan's ambassador
designate to the Ringdom, Da-
fallah Al-Haj Ali, in Riyvadh on Monday.

THE FICTURES THAT

F -I"l'.# ¥ l.

During the meeting, Elkhereiji
welcomed the ambazsador amd wished

bbim stecess in his new work duties, the

Foreagm Ministry reporied on X
Meanwhile, Abdulmajeed Al-Sameary,

MARK THE DAY

undersecretary of protoool at the
Minksiry of Foreten Affairs, recelved

the credentials of Sevehelles” recently
appointed ambassador to the Ringdom,
Gervais Moumou, in Rivadh on Mondoy,

l i /f (l I{ HTI’E‘I]diIlg Tolays hot tapics explained by Nada Jan

N Y

"DEEPLY GRATEFUL"

Pax Jolie-Pitt

Angelina Jolie and Brad
Pitts son, Fax, has heen
chischarged rom an inten-
sive care undl following an
e-bike accident m Los Angeles.

Fax Thien Jolie-Pitt, 20, was admit-
ted to haspital on July 29 after receiv-
ing head and hip inguries leading to
compex trauma, requiring intensive
medical care.

Om Sunday, a source old PEOPLE that
Juolie has been by her sonds sicde at the
hospital, and both are "deeply grateful
for the quick and life-saving action of
first responders, and the outstanding
medical care he recelved” The “Eter-
nals™ actress is staying with Pax at the
hospital while his siblings are "visiting
and] helping ... they are all very close.”

‘TOO PRECIOUS'

Snoop Dogge
P

US rapper and record pro-
ducer Snoop Doeg s et

c ting over his fear of horses.
Last week, the music star,

who has cheersd on American athletes

at the Parts Olvmpics, expressed his de-
sire to overcome his fear of the animals,

He saded; *1 am interested in the
horses that dance and 1 want to give
thom some carrots and apples ... make
sure thev're fed before they do their
thang-

During the Olvmpics, the *Young,
Wild & Free” rapper received courage
and modivation from U'S businesswom-
an and writer Martha Steswart.

stewart revealed on Friday that the
rapper had called her  and asked for
help to approach a
horse at the eques-
trian evenls,

“Bnoop called me
and said he knows
[ know horses,
and hes a little

1ieRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

fearful of horses,” she said, adding that
he told her be had never ridden a horse
becawse of his fear.

Stewart sugpested that they attend a
dressape event at the Paris Olvmpics
“I have to keep him away from the
horses” the TV host sald. “No feeding,
nosugar. nothing. Bul we're going to
have so much fun™

Later, on X, Snoop Dosg posted sov-
eral pictures of himsell near horses.

merikitikitegan wrode on X “1 jusi
|leartisd that Snoop Dogg i= actually terrd-
e of horses so Martha Stewart dressed
up andd went with him to be his emotional
surpport friend ... it just oo preciouns.”

fukate mocrea wrote: “Dressage has
gollen more positive public-
ity from Snoop's involve-
rent than anvihing T
hiave evier williessed
inmy life, and as a
lifelong unapologetic
horse girl, I love him
farever for that”™

Im{fg*s

.5m

Tabhuk region’s farms are home to

around 1,580,575 grapse trees Uhal

produce more than 3,750 tonnes
of fruit anmually, Sawdi Press
Asency reported on Monday.

Review

‘A New Earth’

HAIFA ALSHAMMARI

“A Mew Earth” by German
writar Eckhart Tolle is a
transformative work published
ariginally in 2008 before it
was selected in 2008 for
Cprah’s Book Club and was
featured In a serlas of waekly
wabinars with Tolle and
Winfrey.

Tolla, a spiritual teacher and
bestsalling author of sevaral
books such as "The Power of
Now” and “Stillness Speaks ™
writes that most of the
atrugple people go through
= not an outcome of external
factors but a result of what s
happening inside the mind

The seif-help book invites
raaders to reflect on and
wnderstand their egos, By
bringing awareness to human
natura and ago’s Impact
an behavior, the author
SNCOUrapes readers to shift
their thoughts from the
negative thinking that might
be clowding thelr exparence
af living in the presant
rmarmeant.

Tolle stresses the
importance of recognizing
SEO, A% -:II:IFH:I:Ed to the
actual self, as a mantal
pattern constructed through
hablts rather than facts or
raalistic ideas of one's trua
persanality, In doing S0,

peaple will be able to have a
flexible mindset, allow growth,
and start aligning their actions
with core valuas and Innar
wigdorm, Tolle notas.

® The inavgural Jordan
[nfernational Food Festival
features a diverse array of
events daily, catering to
foodics, families, and friend
groups alike. Held at a site
between King Husseln
Business Park and the King
Hussein Medical City until

Arab Mews J=ddoh

& Al-Fasra Hamnchorall Cenber 1s the
ieal place to Immerse yvourself

in the rich tapestry of Bahrain's
cultural heritage. Visitors can par-
tebpate bna range of workshops in
traditional crafts, like copper shag-
g, and m doing 5o help preseryve
the country’s cultural legacy. The

workshops run until Auge. 31, information visit jilljo.

Aug. 1l. For updates and more

® Enjoy the thrill of a dune bugey
safart al Nujum Desert Camp in
Abu Dhabid, where you can speed
across the sands and talke in stun-
ning desert views Afterward, in-
dulge in a delicions dinner featur-

ing Emiran dishes at the camp, The

meeting poind is the Andaz Capital
Ceate Hotel, with the tnip runmimg
from 5 pumn. to 10 pom. For more

cletiils check vizsitabudhabi.ae,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Aug. 8 Fajr Sumrise  Dhuhr Asr Maghrel sk
Mk 4: 26 = 12 228 S 5 235
Modinah 4:18 544 28 a:52 1 041
Riyadh 2:48 H:AG 1200 3:24 G443 813
Abha ;23 o 1207 232 G:449 B:19
Damrmom 2:30 A:hb 11:47 215 B33 203
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I"he deterioration in living conditions and the
ursmsswered grievances of Sunnl Muslims means
Lhere will always be an appaeal for Daesh.

Kormm Shamr
h=t Maderie df Tive Bsid iess iea bl
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Omens of a Daesh resurgence

Five years alter the terrorist groups deleat, a [resh spate ol attacks threaten to push Syria over the precipice

Anmn Tedlo | ondon

Just when Syrians
Lthought they could
finally put the horrors of
the past decade behindd
them, the first half of
2024 hore witness Lo a
series of savage attacks
by an Islamist group that
many hoped had been
vanguished lor good.

Lree=shi e latmedd responsibality [oe
133 termonst attacks in Syria amd
[raq in the frst six months of this
viear, accornding to US Cenitral
Commarnd — already surpassing
(hie 11 attacks r prorted over the
entirety of 2023

At its peak in 2015, the terrorist
group  controlled  roughly
LN, sy, komy of territory — a
third of Syria and 40 percent of
[raq, including major cities like
Haqoa 1m syria and Mosul in
[Fiid];

[t also commanded an army
excoeding $00. 00
militants and had at its disposal
a formidable arsenal captured
(rom  local Hiowever,
after an imfernational efor,
Dhesh met its ternitorial defeat
imthe v |J|:|::'_-e' Gl BaEhuz, easiaem
Syria, in March 2019,

Five years on, and on the 10th

SO

[aPres.

Maln: 50,000

anniversary of the groups 214  Daesh
blitzkrieg of Irag and Syria, BN Al
there are fears that Daesh could Y P
are detalned
bhe about {0 stage a comehack, i reorthe st
at a time when the wordds — Syria Right:
attention is distracted by crises ~ The group
elsewhere. A
swathos of
O July B, Gelr Otio Pedersen, the country,
the UN special envoy for Syria,  ineluding msny
told the Security Council that — of s precious
the “pesurgence”™ of tervorist '_""ﬂ_':""m"'
activites posed a sigmificanl E
threat W Syrian civilians,
especially amid a deepening,
country-wide humanitarian
) L
Towhiiea Lanchis, director of (he sispecis and  ther family

members are currently  held
by the SDF across 27 detention
[acilities, CNN reported in June
With kocal forces oversiretched,
many Inmates have either
escaped or been released.

Center for Middle East Stuches
amtd the Farzanch Family Center
lor Iranian and Armbian Gull
University  of
Olabhoma, told Arab News the
groups lack of territory meant
it militants had o contemn
henselves fo -l eye]
insurEent aclivity

“tDaesh) has remained a
threat in Syria and the number
of people that 1SS has killed
and the number of aftacks n
2024 has risen compared to lasi
viear,” sald Landis, using anothes

SMudies at the

wilh

acronyvim for the groap
also  rying (o
reconstitute itself, although
it remains without terri
tory and must carry oul
htt-anek-run
Assissinations,” e sdced

Analysts are particu
larly  concermed  about
northeast Syrias  prisons
and detention camps, where
militants and their families
have been held sinee theds

hae=h  “is

athacls and

capliire 1hn 2009,

IERLLEE

et 11 | | Tae=<h

Accoring 1o Landis, the SDF

“has amnestied a lot of detainees

and converted many death
sentences (0 15-yEar prisod
terms, This means that many

chetainees are bemng freed Trom
prizons in northeastern syria”
Human Watch
repenried st vear Chal i here
remain #2000 foreign
Daesh  supporters and  their
family members, the mapority
of them children, from &0
cownteies detsined 1n northeast

Hirhits

SO

SVTia

The New York-based monitor
said the children in those camps
are “held in conditions so dire
1J'III':I-' may amount to tortare,
and face
hecoming victims of vicdence
il :-|,.|.=.-.'|-||:|E:-|-.' o recraliment
by { D )"

Local authorities wam
these detention camps have
hecome breeding srounds
for radicallzation, poten-
Liadly copglribalineg 10 a
[acsh revival, Such a
reemergemnce  wolld be

cevasiating for a counlry

pscalating risks of

glready brought 1o the
brink.

Thirteen vears of civil war and
S FICRICH S, ||IIE' FWIN 2l ||‘II|'|I.iI|:.I'!li
il Febmaary MYEL, and the spill-
over of the Gaza conflict have
traumatized and impoverished
the Syrian people,

In early 2024, the UN said
soame 16T million people in Syria
— neardy three-guarters of the
popLliton — ||'-:|1|.I|'¢'-:i huarani-

VETY

larkin assisfame. This cime il
A ime when intemational aid
budeets were already stretched
to thedr 1Emit.

“Anather reasan that (Daesh)
as rrown 15 becauze ol the
mmbhghting I  northeast
between the Arab tribes and the
SDF anmnd Rurcli=h mabiea”™ sl
Landis

“The chaos and internecine
ighting in northeast Syria have
been replicated by
SVran
controfled territory amd . north-
west Svma, which s ruled
by opposition militias  under
Turkish sponsorship ard
protecion,

“The general poverty in Syria

i k!

infighting

isede FOVETTTenl-

Daesh loader
Abw Bakr Al-
Baghdadl, laft,
v kiblled In

@ USi-lod rald

in 20189, while
the wives and

chlldren of his
RUpporters

LR HLEH
imiprisoned

In camps ke
Al=Mod, right.
LEE

and declining  humanitarian
aid combined with ongoing
sanctions is having a bad impact
o stabdlity,”

He added: "Sa long as Svria
15 divided and suffers from a
shrinking ecconomy, (Dacsh)
will find recruits in Syria. Police
forces in all the various restons
fave Deen weakened by Lhe ke
of funds, bad government, and
poverty”

Syl has expernenced a sham
coonomic decline sinoe 2023,
according to the World Banlk's
saria  Economic Monitor for
sSpring 2024, The report projects
that the real
product  will
percent this vear, exceeding the
1.2 percent decline of 2023,

According to 1IN figures, more
than 20 percent of the Syrian
population  lives below the
POVETTY lIne,

rrass  dhomesine

contract by L5

Despate Frowing conoeimns al a
Daesh resurgence in the region,
Karam Shaar. a senior fellow at
the Washington-based NMewlines
Institute for Strategy and Policy
flaoaes  1od
ETOUp regaining  control

[oreses e errorisl
T

large arcas in Syria and Irag as i
did a decade apo.

“Hecause of the deterioration
in iving conditions and the Facd
thit the grevances o AR
Sunni Muslims in that region
remain unanswered, there will
always be an appeal for (Daesh)”
he todd Arab News

“Yer, 1 don't think they conld
ever control large swaths just
Because of the current situation
o thee ground and them beimng
ton wieak to do so.”

Une reason for this is thai
Daesh's “modus operandi has
actually changed " e sald. =They
are now a borderline cruaninal
eTHIp as opposed to belng a
terronist group. The distinction
Eaee| weemn e wlhielhier
there 15 a political message to
their activities or not."

He said Daesh leaders “kmnow
full well that if they decide to
control large areas, [here wollld
S M ROES frodm
multiple actors on the prownd,
including the Kurds backed
by the US, the Syrian regime
backed by Russia and Iran”

In Irag, the gproup may b
deterred by “the Iragl army, also

AW s

b= 2 eSS

acked by the US" e adcec,
Both Shaar and Landis believe
a rmedeplovment of  forcign
ireops to eliminate Daesh insur
gents is unlikely, “I dow't see this
happening given the
clrouwmstanoes,” said Skaar
Landis concurred that “more
forcign troops are unlikely to be
sent to Syria™ to combal a resur-
gence. " Turkive is secking a deal
with Assad. The US is likely to
want to withdraw from Syria
i theE Tuture, ndol increase 1S

military pasition there”

CREFre



ARAB NEWS Tuesday, August G, 20024

News Saudi Arabia

Pakistani ambassador
visils Arab News HQin Ri yﬂtﬂr

- A
Pakistani Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Ahmad Faroog visited

Arab News' headquarters in Rivadh on Monday. He met
Editor-in-Chief Faisal J, Abbas and the team. During the mesting,
Lhe two sides discussed historical relations between Pakistan

and the Ringdom, and areas of cooperation and coverage.

'FROM THEN TO NOW'’

AN phita
by Hudla
Bashatan

‘Tuwaiq Sculpture

posium opens

call for global talent

30 artists will transform Saudi stone into public art

Arab Mews [ aon

Artists Mom Sauwdi Arabla
and arvund the world are
being invited to take part
In an annual sculpture
symposiom In Riyvadh.

Thirty artists will be selected for
Riyadh Arts Tuwalg Sculpture
2025 event, providing them with
a platform to create and display
public artworks in a live setting,

Using: stone sourced [om the
Turwadg area, the completed meces
will then go on show  arounsd
the city as part of the Kingdom's
national public art inditative,

The open call for next year's
participants closes on  Sept.

1, and selected artists  will
be announced at the cnd of
september.

Under the theme “From
Then to Now," the sixth Tuwaidg
Sculplure symposinum aims 1o
enhance the cultural and artistic
lamdscape of Riyvadh.

Led by curator Sebastian
Betancur Monltoyva and associate
curator Dr. Manal Al-Harbi. the
symposinum will take place from
Jan. 15 to Febho B, 2025, with the
exhibition running from Feb. 12
to 24, 2025,

Artists wishing 1o take part
must have a minimum of five
vears of experience sealpting
and  exhibiting  in  owldoor
spaces and galleries. Qualifving

HIGHLIGHT

The opan call for next year's
participants closes on Sapt. 1.
The symposium will take place
from Jan. 15 to Feb. 8, 2025,
with the exhibition running
from Feb. 12 to 24, 2025.

applicants will also be required
to suhmit a proposal in response
o the curatorial theme.

The 30 selected artists will
recelve  an  all-expenses-pad
three-month stay in Riyvadh
while they produce their
sculptures, working only with
Sawdi-sourced granite of three
different colors,

WEATHER CAUTION

Civil Defense warns of torrential rain,
high winds in Ringdom until Friday

Arab Mows Facn

The General Directorate of Civil
Defense has urged cltizens and
restdents o exercise caulion
amdl prioritize their salfety by
avolding areas prone to torrents,
marshies, and valleys.

[t strongly advised not to
swirn in these areas as they are
unsiitable and pose a signifi-
cant danger, and emphasized
that individuals should strictly
adhere to  instructions  given

through wvarfous media and
sCinl network platforms.

This advice is particularly
relevant as thunderstorms are
expecied (0 continue In some
regions of the Kingdom wantil
Friday, the Saudi Press Agency
reported on Monday,

The directorate has said that
the Makkah reglon will expert-
ence moderale to heavy rainfall,
resilting I torrential  rains
and hail, and strong winds that
will cause dust storms. This

will primarily affect several
EOVCITIOrales,

Civil Defense has forecast light
o moderate rainfall and gusty
winds that may ratse dust for the

Rivadh remon. These weather

conditions will also mpact
various governorates,

The directorate =aid that
Asir, Baha, and Jazan reglons

will have moderate to heavy
rainfall, while the regions of
Madinah and Najran will get
moderate rainfall,

T heSpace

e Why not more secret
negotiations to resolve
international issues?

HASSAN BIN YOUSSIEF YASSIN

aaminghy out of nowheare, Russia

and the West proceaded with

the biggest prisoner exchange

since the Cold War, A major

agreament had bean struck,
negotiated in secret over the past two years,
Its annowncement took the world by surprise,
providing some alation but also profound
admiration for how It had baan arrived at.

It reminded me of the true power of diplomacy:
painstakingly working out an agreesment far
from the spothght, allowing mnegotiaticns the time
and space necessary to address the needs
and intarests of all parties.

When the Oslo Agreament

between Palestinians and lsrasdis

for peace and understanding.
Sa, what is hn{dinﬂ; us back I:n-da.:l"n'-' brasls

continued targeted assassinations clearly show
that Tel Aviv has no interest in peace. The quiet
I'ilﬂEEﬁﬂ.tll:l-l'll intandad to allow for a |:I-r|:n|:|h-:|r
swap between lsrmelis and Palestinians haoe
beaeon purposefully deriled by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netamyahu, This s most likely becauss
e has no interest in resolving a situation that
wiould lead to him losing his seat of power.
President Joe Biden exhibited the opposite
whien he chose not to run for a second term,
putting his country's interests above his own.
Metanyahu appears determined to
drag everything down in the sole

interest of his own preservation,

was announced in 1883, the world Against the fire However, a senaible deal was
was aqually surprised. It had taken of hatred, letus  indeed struck with Prasident
place after two years of disorest build a patient and  Viadimir Putin, so it should not be
negotiations in Morway. Less than Inconspicuons impossible to strike a deal with
ona month later, Yasser Arafat and roadd 1o peace, Metarmyahu IF the right elements

Yitzhak Rabin ware shaklng hands
an the White House's lawn,

The acoord — which set up an mtenm
Palestinian Authority, required the withdrawal of
leraell troops from parts of the West Bank and
Gara, and resolved to reach a final agresmant
withan five years — was a tremendous
achiovement. it was sadly crphaned and left
to axplre with the assassination of Rabln in
1995 by a right-wing extremist

These two examples show how patient
negotiations away from outside scrutiny and
pressure can yield unexpected results. Even
in a context of bombsa and fiery confrontation,
thay can produce results that opan a window

are put on the table.

Gara has been all but destroyed,
and tens of thousands of innooent Gazans
have beon killed, We cannot stand by as such
tragedy and savagery continue. instead of
playlng Netamyahu's wicked walting game,
wie should take an exampls from the guiat,
sensible diplomacy that has shown it can
yield trameandous results.

Moy B Pk vasen wivhed Soaety wim Beadl drabais
it ol T et ar s, Aehiila Tarhl armd Aliressd Fadi| Famiani
from 1820~ 15 07T, Ha k=d the Saudi Information Crifiocs n
‘WnnFsngton from 15972 -85 and asrsed wtth the 4rob
Lo’ s obaeryer dsagatian 1o the LN from KSR - 1580

For full wersion, log on to wew.arabnees. comS thespacs
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Entertalnment NMarcotics control Cultural identity
Warner Bros. Aunthorities bust Carpentry is
zone wows Jeddah drag smugglers partofrich
Season visitors inJazan Baha heritage

A Iracke In hamd =nsures
against poverty” is a long-

Sachi authorities in Tazan lodbed
attempts to smuggte more than

The Warner Bros. Discovery
zone at Jeddah Season is

PROVITE a msl-visi anrsection,
Fealunng live performances
of “Tom and Jerry.”

The zone offers an immersive
experience that brings the
heloved cartoom characters
tor liffe, The *Tom and Jerry”
theme parks allows visitors (o
CXperienee cxciting adventures
and comedic chases between
the leondc cat and mouse.

The zone also offers
interactive games, theatrical
performances and creative
'.'|.'|1r-|-i.'-i||-:|1:l.-.. Cruests s waillch
classic clips of "Tomm and Jermy®
omn a big screen, acoompanicad by
live music from a band playing
the soumdirack. SPA Jaddah

800 kg of gat into the Ringxbom.
Boxriher Gruard Tand patmols
in Al-Ardah governorate
thwarted the smuggling
of 500 kg of qat, while in
Al-Thiyer povernorate, 90 kg
were selzec. A Cllizen was also
arrested in Al-Dayer for tryving
to smungele 226 kg of gat.
Prelimimary legal procedures
have been completed and all
arized items have been handed
aver to the relevant anthorities.
Security authorities called
on citizens and residents Lo
report any information related
to drug smugeling or selling
to the General Directorate of
MNarcotbes Control. SPA Rivadh

standing sayving in the Baha
region, mastly used by elderly
people who work as carpenters
and take advantape of the
diverse trees in the arca

The region has a rich heritage
of hamcdicralts and industries,
which form an importamt par
of its cultural identity.

Locals are seeking (o
dievelop and modernize
these crafts to kecp pace
with today's challenges.

Mohammed Al-Zahrani,
a carpenter in his Biks, saud:
“Carpentry is a difficult
and tiring profession as it
requdres a lot of time and
effort” SPA Riyadh

. Fallow Arab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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JALELING IT UF
MDIL.Beast hosts first O
A | ty in Jeddah
Afrojack and Bebe Rexha set to perform at the Jeddah Season event later this month
.rr_l"uhln Axlz Jeddal Iﬂh;hﬁu:l:hm
The musle entertalnme :‘::_:':::""'“m
company MDIBREH. i
unvelled its new muasle In Jeddah
venue, Lhe Onyx Arena, as saw a packed
part of the Jeddah Season. :;'::::m
Acocording to MDLBeast officials, .:mlld;?
thee Airst might of the three-weck to :rnjn:'
extravaganza saw a packed house R
with around 5 II'II::IIII'I attendees E}; EL?.:.IU;.""'
Falhering (o 1oy performances Evaaclinh
by renowned international and

lacal electronde music artisis.

The first migehl saw the stage
atdaze with talent az DJ Shaohin
sCl the tone with an energetic set,
electrifving the andience with a
mix of crowd-pleasing tunes.

Fallowing his perlormance, Ll
Eazyv, a Somalian hp-hop artest
born amnd raised in Jeddah, toolk
the stage, bringing a dynamic
enerey and vibrant music that
had the crowd grooving along,

Lil Eazy todd Arab News
“Performing for a big crowd is
a compdetely different feeling.
['m thrlled 1o have playved
at MDLBeast: its a [antastc
opportunity.”

Moding the changing landscape
[or musical talent inthe Kinedom,
he ackoled: “Belore MDLBeast, we
played underground for limidted
aLllcllences, and now ||.||'.'i||'r: | fre
charpee 1o showesase olr ImusH: T
hig stages is incredible”

Lil Eazv said he is excited and
preparing for Soundstorm 2024,
“To aspiring Tads, T advise voul o
[ollowy vour passion,” he adcecl
“The music industry i the
Ringdom is growing, and lcading
music entertaimment companies
alit PIw icling -r-.;ll.jl CFP R TLIThE-
Lies Loy e e anw] hesared”

The atmosphers, enhanoed
by laser displays, buzzed with
excilement when American rap
star Don Toliver took the stage.

Fans went wild, singing along to
EVErY e,

Thrilled by the
ciowdl, Todiver remarked duanng
his performance: "It amazing to
aee such an acthve crowd who can

ETIETEEe LH

vite®: With me, 11 wis an amazing
night performing for the Jeddah

cromd.”

e night concluded with
swedish DI Axwell delivering
o powerful sel with Deals andd
iracks that kept the
engaged untl] the very end,

ol

MIDLBeast has partnered with
Jeddah Season this year to brimge

BUILDING LITE

T = &
'.'il.‘ﬂ'l.f'- 1

the vibrant Onyx Arena partics to
life every Friday until Awg. 16

T'he highlighis include perfor-
mances by Jack Harlow, Salva-
o Geanae el Jesd, amndd Saued on
Aug, B [oliowed by [N Loush,
Bebe Hexha, and Afrojack on
A, 16

Equipped with state-of-the
art technical facilities, sound,
and lighting  equipment, the
Onyx Arena 1= designed 1o host
global music parties, evenls, add
conferences,

Iman Abdullah, a visitor, was
thrilled by the event, sayving: “I
had an incredible time at theparty
and couldn't coptain My excile-
ment singing along with Don
Tobiver. Hes been my lfavoriie
for a long time, and vibing with

him was [antastic. His tracks

&2

The music industry
in the Kingdom is
growling. and leading
music entertainment
COmpEnics are
providing equal t
opportunities to be |
s sl heard.

LIl Eix

el an ==t ariisl
and CICTECT
|.:-|'I'.I'-.:-I'I2I.-.|'."l|'l.' Wl
crntstanding.

"I great 1o have
guch entertain-
ment in Jeddah, apd
the tckel prices
were reasonable. 1

Ced Axwrall,

: ;
LA R

]

bought a VIP pass and enpoyed
the view and the food™
Another visitor,
Rahsaem, “The
fage, and the lghtng perfectiy
malches the vibe, The best part
= that its Tully
tioaked,

Hanouf

S [ At ILL B

iIII"l'IIIIl:EI
allowing us o
Jedddah's
summer heat and
enjoy the party to the
Fuddiest,
"Evernihing
well-manaped, and
the crowd ocomtrol
wias Impressive. 1t

amazing o have such

esCAPe

WA

opdbnis  for weekend
eiertainment.  1've
already  purchased
s for the resl

of the parties”

Ringdom’s library brings Saudi culture to Chinese readers

Arab News Hivacdh

Fing Abcdulazis Pubbic Library in
Riyadh is spearheading an initia-
tve to introdwce Sauwdi culture
o Chinese-speaking audiences
through its publishing program,

A seres of scientilic, caliural
and fiterary works in Arabie were
sclected for translation mio various
langusses, ncluding Chinese,

The purpose of the program
i5 to present a comprehensive
porirait of contemporary Saodi
culture 1o Chinese resders, an
ixlli=al statement notexd

The first volume of “The

Comprehensive Encyclopedia of

Sawucki Arabda”™ is one of the most
prominent works the library
ha= translated into Chinese, ancd
represents the hirst step toward
translating all 20 vodumes of the
encvelopedia

The

violume=s will cover all

regions of the Kingdom with a
Focus on thelr history, archeology,
calture and geoagraphy, econoimy,
patlerms, customs  ancd
trachitions. touresm, and wildlife.
The library also translated
the hook “The ERingdom of
Samdl Arabia and the People's
Repubdic of China: A History of
Trade Relattons between China
and the Arabian Peninsula’®
which highlizht= the contribu-
tions of the Arab-lslamic nation
and China, and their scientific

w0l

achievements in many fAelds
SIS ASITONOmMY,  SCWHTIOesS,
B OETa LY, AETICUL e and
medicine, among others

The book also shows their
long-standing  relations  before

and  Galfter the
Islam, az they exchanged trade
via the Silk Road

ENErsence al

and el

The book reveals the reality of
their cooperation amd muioal
understanding and s an impsor-
tant source for rescarchers from
both civilizations, the

official

statemment explained.

Among waorks selected for
transdation o Chimes
Abdulaziz Al-Mana's book “In
the Footsteps of Al-Mutanabdbd,”
which documents the locations
the  Abbasid-era HE R
Ehrough during his jourmney [rom
Cairo 1o Rufa

some of the books the ibrary
ks al=o translating into Chinese
mnciude “Moddern Woman in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; Rights
Challenges and Achievements®
b Hend Al-Sudairy.

Al-Sudairys
Wolmen 1n

= I

=]

basale  places
cultiral
context, exploring diverse topics
and  historical developments
and highlishting  their
and econamice conirianons, N

hrosicler

gocial

Hlows readers O sun a more
comprehensive  understanding
of the reality on the ground by
examining and connecting Sawd

FASTFACTS

® King Abdulaziz Public
Library in Riyadh selected a
saries of sowntific, cultural
aund Ii'I:erqr:lr works in Arabhic
for translation into various
languages, including Chinese,

# The purpose of the

program is to present a
comprehensive portrait of
contemporary Saudi culture
to Chinese readers, an official
statemeant noted.

@ “The Art of Sadu between
the Past and the Presant,’
'‘Saud| Landmarks and
Places " and "Traditional
Jewelry of Women in Central
Arablan Peninsula’ are among
the works to be translated
inta Chinesa,

wolmen's past with their present.

Cther works to be translated into
Chinese b “The A ol Sacli
Betwesn the Past and the Present.”
“Sawdi Landmarks and Places” and
“Traditional Jewelry of Women in
Cerdral Arabdan Peninsuola”

The library has also completed
the translatton of 1 children's
stories from Arabic to Chinese,
These stories cover a wide range
of topics, offering voung Chinese
readers 8 window  into Saadi
Arabia's rich history and culture.

Sinc
al Peking Ulnversity in China six
vedrs ago, the hbrary has been
engaged In numerous activities
aimed at introducing Chinese
audiences to variowns elements of
sauch, Arab amd 1=lambe cultur

The mitkatives nchude Facili-
tating seminars and workshops
on traditional Sandi arts and the
Arabic language

egtabilishing s branch



ARAB NEWS Tuesday, August G, 20024

News Middle East

DIFLOMAGCY

Arab League
chief, Turkish

Joreign
minister

discuss Gaza
crisis caused
by Israeli
ageression

Majia Houssarl Hoiut

Israell warplanes on
Monday broke the sound
barrier over Belruat and
southern parts ol Lebanon,
creating a sondc oo

that caused lermor among
residents already anxions
about escalating hostilities
between the Israell military
and Hezbollah.

During vet ancdher day of growing
uncertaimty abowt the course of
e conffict, on Monday morming
[srach military iz attacked the
town of Mayvs Al-fabal, lilling
two civibians who were diggang a
grave in the local cemetery. They
were named as town residents
Mohammed Fawd  Hammmsdd,
a  paramedic  affillated  with
Lebanon’s Islamic Risala  Scoul
Association, and Al Ghaleb Shaqgir,
I=racli forees  also bombed
Taloussa, avillage in the Marjevoun
district of Nabatieh governorate,
with phosphorous bombs, These
weapons are nof banmed under
international bw, bt thelr use is
heavily restnctes] and prohibted
in populated arcas
Elsewhere, lsrach soldicrs raided
the town of Rab El-Thalathine. One
person was injured and taken to
the hospital, where his condithon
was describesd a= "stable”
Hezbollah  military  opera
tions also contmued on AMonday,
idlowvime the Killing of two of s
members by an Israeh airstrike on
Houla the day before. The group
skl it launched an “alr attack
with a squasdron of drones on the
headquarters of the newly esfab-
lished Slst Bripande at the elite

Gobran Mohumed i

Araby  League  Secrelary-General
Ahmed Aboul Gheit has wamed
apainst the region being drageed
inlor a sparal of escalabing viosenos
in light of the grave risks posed by
current smeli actions.

He expressed his  concerns
when he received Turkish Forelgn
Minaster Hakan Frdan

Gamal Boshdy, spokesman for
the secretary-general, said  that
the meeting included an in-deptl
discussion of the regional situation,

They
achvance

alsn  explored wavs o
redations  between  (he
peagibe andd Turkive n podifacal,
economic and other matters durmg
the next phase.

The meetng  included an
exchange of views on imporiant
regional and intermational issues,
most notihly the developmenis
af the Palestinkan case amild the
ongoing I=rach agmession on the
Craza St

IThe sccretary-general cmpla
siped the need for the inderns-
thomal commuondty to prodect the

Turikcish Foreign Minlster Hokan Fidan attends o meeting In Calro on Monday. SFF

GRAVE RISKS

Sonic boom from Israeli
warplanes causes terror in Beirut

[sraeli airstrike kills 2 civilians digeing grave in Lebanese border town of Mays Al-Jabal

Workers unload crucial medical suppllies dellvered by the World Health Organization at Belrut-Rafic Harird international Alrport on Monday. A5 F

barmacks, targeding the posilions
and whereabonts of it= officers and
soldiers, hitting them directhy”

Hezhollah prgeted
"Al-Malikivah site with an attack
drone,  effectvely  hithng s
mirnded targets” The group =aid
it akeo fired on the Xar'it barracks
and Kas Al-Nagoura naval site with
heavy artillery.

Isracli Army Radio reported “a
drone exploding near a shelier
i the Avelet HaShabar area in
Upper Grahlee™ and "fires enupting
in vanous places in Upper Galilee

alsn

BACKRGROUND

Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati recelved a telephone
call fram Canada’s Foreign
Minister Melanie Joly during
which there was an ‘emphasis
on the neceasity to halt the
ascalation, resort to peaceful
solutions, and implament
intarnational resolutions,”

i= a result of inercepling several
missiles launched from Lebanon.”
Meanwhile, the lsracli military
gkl “a drone explosion in the
Fnger of the CaLsed
moderabe munes to an offcer
and a soldier” However, lsracli
news outlets reported that “the
officer was Killed” Amd alarmns
reporiedly sounded in towns in
Western Galilee and around the
city of Nahariya after rockets were
Rauimched from Lebanon.
Hezbollah Soecrefary-General
Hassan Nasmallah s expected to

(3l il e

deliver a speech on Tuesday at a
memaorial service for the pariy’s
military beader, Fouad Shukr, who
was assssinated by Isrsel in the
soiithern suburbs of Bejrut s
week

Lebanese Primwe Minister
Najib Mikatis office ssid that he
receved a (elephone call from
Canada’s Foreign Mmister Melanice
Roly during which there was an
“emphasis on the necessity to halt
i escakanon, resorl o peacelul
solulions, and impdement mtema-
tkomal resofutions”

Palestindan people, especially the
residents of Gaga, whe are suffering
cladly wnder the Isracti onsluoghd.

He called for an immediate cease-
fire, urgent axil provision, and a
reliable path tosward implementing
thiz two-state solution.,

The sccretary-general expressed
his appreciation  for  Tuarkive’s
principled amd decisive positions
i imternational forums in their
supyport of the Palestindans,

The two sides also discussed the
Latest developments in Syria, Libva
and Suclan,

Mikatl sald when he appeared
at a social evenl on Monday: "We
msist on hving because despair
ks forbidden. 'We will continue to
uphold our responsibilities and
work to spare the country from amy
dangers”

His cotmments Came 458 growing
mimber of Toretgn coumtries uarped
their citizens to keave Lebanon
e chaately,

The Us Embassy reiterated a
state Department warning that
AME:n
travel to the country and those
already  theme shoukl depart as
soun as possible. The Japanese
Muustry ol Foreign Affams ancd
Turkish authorties i=ssued similar
achvice.

rerman airline Lufthansa
extended s suspension of all
fhights to Tel Aviv, Tehran and
Betruat undtil Aug 12,

In another development, Ebie
Ferdi, a former deputy speaker
of  the parlianment
questioned whether mtermational
calls for calm would be successful
i the short term.

He saick “Tt s candy (o talk abouwt
de-cscalation now. This will mod
happen before we respond ... and
the gituation reaches its peal

“Everyone today 18 anticipating
Hezhollah and  Iran's  response,
arl all the countries of the acas
of resistance might join them in
response (0 lsraels latest bresch
of all conssderations amnd mibes, as
it targrcted the southern suburb of
Beirut, assxssinating Fowad Shukr.
It (also} struck deep inside the
TIrsumian capital Tedran and blew g
Hamas leader Ismal Handyeh at his
residenoe”

citlzens  should ol

Larhnmese

CONCERN

Houthis deny ailing judge’s appeal to travel for treatment

Saeead Al-Batat] A -MMukals

Yemens Houthi  militia  has
furmed down an appeial [romn
Abdul Wahah Qalran. am
outspoken legal activist freed
from jail, to fly owverseas for
sl beal treatment,

Mohammed, Qatran’s son, told
Arab News on Monday that the
Houthis denied his father's plea
to fv to Ezypl 1o seek medical

treatment for aillments devel-
aped while in prison.

The Houthis
atran [rom jar m fune after six
months in a security and intel-
lipence facility on allegations
of distrilnting  false  informa-
tlon about tThetr militka aned fis

commanders, inciting the people

agaunst them, and acousing

Hioithis leacders of cormuption.
Maohammed said that his father

Mreed  Judge

is in urgent need of medical
attention for blood pressure,
skin, amd eve problems,

Following his release, Quatran
acouscd the Houwthis of force-
fully detainmg him at Sanaas
security and Intellizence Prison,
plundering his house, papers, and
padpets, and denyving him medical
care, clean water, and sufficient
focd, chrrumsiances thal caused
i to suffer skin alments,

In a post on his new Facebook
page this week, Qatran said that
o doctor in Sanan informed him
thiat he 1s most likely suffénng
from scabies after expeniencing
extreme ikching and red patches
on his skin after washing in dark
and rusty waters in the Houthi
detention facility.

“After half a year in their cells,
wWere

MY [ossessions reshibed

ard nghis were [aken, just thies

Facebook profile was left, and
1 had scabies!” Qatran said on
Facehook,

Catran’s post direw hundneds
of responses rom Yemenis who
sympathized with him. wished
him a swilt recovery, and urged
the Houthis to enable him o
seck better treatment abroad.

Qatran also posted on Sunday

d  M-page mepart of Houthis

invesligators accusesd ham ol

more than 40 charges, includins
asking the public to revalt against
the militka, accusing Houthis
of ennchment amd cormup-
tion, expressing sympathy with
Yemend activisis abused by the
Houthis, sharing Facebook posis
of Houthi critics, cnlicizing the
Houthis for attacking ships in
the Hed Sea, praying for the late
former President Al Abdullak

Sitlehy, andd expressing suppor,
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CONFLICT

"Won't be intimidated’: Somalis
protest after Al-Shabab assault

On Friday, suicide bomber and gunmen attacked Lido Beach, killing 37 people

AFP Mogadshu

Crowds of Somalis jolned a
demonstration on Monday
against the jihadist group
Al-Shabab at the site of a
deadly beachfront attack
In the capital Mogadishu
last week,

A suicide bomber and gunmen
attacked the popular Lido Besch
on  Friday evening, killing 37
people and wounding  scores
mare, in one of the desdliest
sirikes in the East Alrican counlry
in months

“We came here to Likdo Beach
to show we can't be mntimidated”
sapicl one of the profesters, Abdis-
alarm Ahmee=d Abcullahs,

"Mogachshu  people are not
afral of Rharjite enemy” he
saicd, wsing 4 government term
for the Al-Qaeda-linked miblitants
whi have carricd out numerous
agttacks in the predominantly
Muskim country for vears,

survivors of Fridavys  assaualt
che=cT e how following an explo-
sion, gunmen stormed ontoe the
beach miending to “kill everyone
they could” with graphic video
ahared online showing boodied
bodies on the sand,

Al-Shabab has botn waging a
bloody Insurgency against Somalia's
[ragide [ederal government  for
more than 17 years amd has prew-
ously targeied the Lido Beach area,
which is popular with siness
peaple amd government members
as weell as ordinary Somalis,

“Somali prople in general, and
those in Mogadishu particularly,

Somalis protest agalnst Friday's deadly attack. Al-Shabab bhas been waging a bloody insurgency against Somala’s fragile federal government for more than 17 years. Ho =y

noed (o unite in fighting against
the enemy,” said Livestock
Minister Hassan Hussein, one of
several government officlals wiho
jainied the rally,

He chscribeedd
mifitanis as *bedbugs.”

Al-Shabah

Amina [brahim Halame said she
joireed the rally to show sympathy
for the victims of Fridays attack,
saving they were stimply “innocent
M .- CEIng thed oty

Prime Minister Hamza Abdi
Barre described the attack in a

statement as a "barbaric atrocity
fundamentally contradictory
i3 the cherished values of our
religion and culture”

Moaessa Faki Mahamal,
chairman of the Afnican Union'’s
executive commission, expressed

condolences for the victims in
a tweet labelling the incident
“horrifie™ and “callows”

The TN in Somabla  called
the attack “an abhorrent act
that warrants the frmesi
condemmnation.”

DISPLACEMENT CRISIS

Sudan’s govt denies famine exists

Reutsrs, AP Eharioum

Sudan has denbed the exastence of
famine in North Darfur's £Zamzam
camp  for  Internalby
[regale

In a staement, Sudan’s Federal
Humanitarian Aid Commission
said talk about famine in the camp
was  inacourate and oconditions
were “nol corpdstend” with o
that must be met todeclare amine,

On Sunday, an awd group sawd
that malnorished children at
the camp wert al rish of dying,
becawse it was foreed to ratbon
treatment due to a  hlockade
imposed by a notorions paramili-
LAry gErokiy

Dioctors Withou! Borders  sand
the Rapid Supgort Forces, which
have besicged El-Fasher city as
part of its war against the Sudanese
mikiary, Inlowe bl
trucks carmying fesaving medical
suppbes, ncluwhng therapeutic
food, for the cty and the nearby
Zamzam camp where imine was

isplaced

haawe [ byese

confinmed last week.

sudan plunged into chaos b Apeil
st year when smmenng fensions
between the military and the KSF
developed into ofeen Aighting in
the capital, Ehartoum, before
spreading across the northeastem
African country. Darfur saw some
of the worst and most devasiating
hanaits of fighting in the war.

The canflict has kilbed thowsamnds
i people and pushed many nto
starvation. It created the world’s
larpest displacement crisas with
micre than 10 million people forced
b flee their homes sinee April
223, acoording to the UN mipra-
tion agency, Over 2 mibllion of those
fed o nelghboring countries

International experts on  the
Famine — Review Committec
confimmed Thursday that starva
thon at Zamzam camp, where up
to GO0000 pesple shelter, has
oot ko Full B

International experis wse seot
criteria to confirm the existence
o famanes, A famine 1= declamsd in

FASTFACT

Sudan plunged into chaos

in April last year when
simmering tensiens between
the military and the RGF
developed into open fighting
in the capital, Khartoum,
bofore spreading across the
northeastern African country.

in Zamzam camp in Darftur

S crested the
warld’ s egest
displacement crish
with more tham
10 millizn pecole
Tarced to flee thei
homees. el

an area when one in five peopbe or
househodds severely ek Tood and
face starvation and destituiion thal

woulldl wltimately lesd o crtical
ievels of acute malmutntion and
cleathe

In Zamzam camp, which las
swelbed with the arrival of new
displaced people, many children
are i ontical condition, Doctors
Withott Borders  said,  adding
that the malnutntdon ward  al

its fiedd hospital n the camp is
overcrowded with a T26 percemt
bl Oecupeiney rate,

The proup said REF fghters
have hlocked the trscks in the
B o Hilhi.l_lli'_l.'.'l [ Over a
month, adcing that it was foroed
fo limid the nomber of children
recetving therapeutic food in the
overcrowded camp a8 lis stock of
e e COA T -::-:|:||:|.' P Wk,

"Deliberately  obstracling  or
delaving humanitarian cargo s
putting the lives of thousands of
children at-risk as they are cut-off
from receoiving lifc-saving treat
ment,” it said on social media
platform X.

Thiere
codanment from the BSF,

The HSF has imposed a segre
on El-Fasher in its monthslong
atterpt to take it from the militay
amd fs allied rebel groups. The
city, the provincial capital of North
Darfur, is the last stronghodd for
the military in the war-torn Darfur

Mgk,
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INVESTIGATION
Algeria
arrests
dozens over
alleged
eleclion

Jraud

AFE Il|.5_'__',|l.-".-

A court i Abgiers suid Monday' Uhad
three repected pressdential cands-
dates were placed under “judscial
supervision” while another @8
people, Inchiding elected officials,
Wy I-e_':|r||:le'||'.||'-||}' -:I-|~::|.|i|.-!'|| % i
o an mvesiggation nto clectoral
frawd.

They are suspected of being
involved in “signature sales” for the
upcorming presicdentiol ebection se
for September 7. Candidates are
resguired o gather large mumbsers
lf therr b e elagsbde b0 standd,

"mixtyv-cigit  delendants  were
placed in temporary detention,
three were placed under judicial
supervision, and six were releasexd
after hearings" the court sud In a
statement,

Last weeck, Loth Boudjeman
attorney general at the Court of
Alpiers, okl state news apency
APS that "more than 50 clected
offlcials”  admitted o  having
unbrwiully received money to
enclorse presidential candicdates,

Om Monday, the three candadates
placed under judicial supera:
sEom were namedd as Sawda Neghoa,
former minister Belkacem Sahli,
anil a relatively unknown hopeful

mamed Abdelhakim Hamicdi,
While they are ot unwer armest,
they will be required to regularly

SPEEDREAD

® They are suspected of being
involved In 'signature sales'
for the upcoming presidential
election set for September T,

® Sixty-eight defendants
were placed in temporary
detention, three wara placed
under judicial supervision,
and six were released after

hearings, cowrt says.

check i with the anthorities
uniil after the nvestigation is
conclnded.

Boucdjeman sawd last week those
mvolved in the fraod "will be
arrested”

In a press conference  before
officially submitting her candidacy
last monih, Neghza complaimed of
“hardships™ in the process of regis-
lerings anc getting the sigmatunes,

She sakl she hoped that “the
electoral process takes place in a
climate of transparency and integ:
rity, without any favoritism™

Tocpualify vo appear on the ballol
candiciates are requiredd 10 present
a list of at beast 50,000 individual
strmatures from registered voters
or from @00 members from al
lemst 20 of Algermas provincial
asscmblics.

Cmby three hopefuls, including
incumbseni Abilelmadbd
Tebboune, had their candidacies
approved [or the Sepl. T election,

Abdelaali  Hassami  of  the
musderate  Islamdst  party  the
Movermwmt ol Sockely lor Peace
and Youssel Aouchiche of the
center-left Socialist Forces Fromt
are the two cancliclates whw will
=tand against Tefxboune,
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Demonstrators celebrate in Dhaka. After the miittary oonfirmed Shelkh Hasina's resignation, thousands poured onto the capital in jubllation. Feutes

Shahab Surmon Crcika

Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina
resigned and Hed the
country on Monday,
ending 15 vears in
power as thousands of
demonstrators deliced

a nationwide curfew
and stormed her

official reslidence.

In a televised address, Bangla-
ceeslts  mlitary chiel, Wilker-
Lz-Zaman, announced he was
assuming control at a “critical time
for our country” and confirmed
that Hasina beft Dhaka for a “place
of salety” as ol rmedia reporied
neghbonnge India as her imotsal
diestination.

“I am taking responsibility
now andd we will go o the presd-
ibenit and ask to form an interim

MASS PROTESTS

Bangladesh premier
uits, flees country

Military chief assumes control at a ‘critical time for our country’

poverTiment to lead the country n
thes meantime” hee sawd,

Zaman said the military would
stand down and that an investiza
tion woutld be launched mio the
deadly crackdowns that feeded
paitrage against the governmend.

"Reep [aith in the military, we
will investizgate all the killings and
purish the responsible ... [ have
ortlered that mo army and police
will indulge in any kind of firing,”
he said.

“Now, the students’ duty s 1o
siay calm and help us”™

Hasina had muled Bangladesh
since 2009 and was clected for
a fourth oconsecutive term in a
Tanuary vote that was bovootted
Iy e main opponents, sparking
concerns over how free and Gur
the election was.

s whas lorced ool by weeks al

prodests that staried peacefully
but tumed inte deadly clashes

with security forces, leading
o a commumcations blackoud,
curfews, and aroumnd 300 deaths,

students were the ones leading
garfier protests that began in
July to demand reforms to a

fgquida system for governmenl

HIGHLIGHT

Hasina had ruled Bangladesh
since 2009 and was elected

for a fourth consecutive
termin a Jn.nuu.r:l' vote
that was boycotted by her
main opponents,

jobs, which the Supreme Cour
|"|.'|‘|1I!'|,|i|||_l. scabs] hack, Pul as
the mallks turned deadly and
authorities attempted o guell
the wviolence with force, the
moverment  escalated Info a
Cammpaien to oust flasina

At beast 1LOOO people have boen
arrested o orecent weeks, with
the unrest leading 1o cdosure of
schools and universitics across the
=otth Asian matbon and authorities
RSSLILTIE .=-.I:|-||||I-||r|-.=-.1;.'_||[ curfew ai
Ce paoanil,

Stuckent  achivists called for a
march to Dhaka on Monday in
deflance of the batest curfew to
press  for Hasinas  resignation
Thiz oomes  alléer ||-e_':|1'|5j L
people, inchuling over a dozen
palkce afficers, were Kilbed the day
before following a fresh wave of
cleadhy clashes across the county.

After the military confirmed
Hasinas resi=nation, thousamds of
people poured onto the capital’s
sifeels in Jubilation. Tepevision
visuals showed masses sormmng
Hasina’s official residenoe in the
capital, pumping fists, making
viciory signs, and removing furmi-
fure amd other houschobd items.

UKRAINE WAR

Ryiv receives $3.9bn grani from America, PM says

Reoutars <.

LIkraine has received a 83 9 hillion
erant from the United States via
the Waorld Bank, Ukrainian Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal said on
Maomickay.

“This = the Firsi
direct bt support rom the
Umited States m 2024, In todal,
Lkraine will receive $7.8 hillion in
direct budeetary assistance from
e 1S this vear, which will allow
s (o conbicdently pass Lhis fiman-
clal period,” Shmyvhal said on the
Telegram messaging app.

The Ukrmngan Financoe Ministry,

tranche of

in a separate stalement, saxd the
funds would be directed toward
wiapes [or teachers, staff of the
State Emergency Service  amd
other public employees, as well as
assistance for displaced persons,
lov-imcome famdlies and people
with disabilities. “The grant will
help Ukraine to reamburse procity
social and humanitarian expends-
tures without increasing the debt
burden,” Finance Minister Serhiy
Aarchenko <okl in a statement,
The munistry sadd that since
February 2022, direct  budgret
support from the US had reached
almost 527 billbon, the |largest

Fresident Veledymyr Lolonsky

during eralnlan Alr Forces Day at
an undlsclased leatlan. A

source of hinancial assistance 1o
Ukraine. Marchenkosaid the grant
was a part of a large $60 billion
packame of support for Ukraine.

Mearmwhile, President Volodymyr
Zelensky sxid on Sunday that Ukrai-
nian pilots have started Aving F-16s
fiowr operations within the mation,
confirming  the  long-awaaled
arrival of the US-made heghter jets
more than 2% months after Russias
vasion. The Ukraindan  leader
announced the use of F-ies, which
Kviv has long lobbied for, as he mel
military pilod= at an air base flanked
by two of the jets, with two more
Hving overheard

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Violence

Uk vows “swill
sanctions’

for rioters

UR Prime Minister Redr Starm-
er an Moswday vowex] “swift
criminal sanctions" following
an emergency mecting on the
far-right riots that broke o
across Engdand last week over
the murder of three children.
The primic minister met with
mrinisters and police chiefs,
i hucling Scotlamd Yard boss
Aairk Bosvley, o discuss hoaw
o cquel the violence that firss
broke out in Southport, north
west England, on Tuesday.,
Owver the weekend, several
police officers were injured
and scores of people were
arrested as mobs throwing
birfeks amd Rares elashedd wiith
officers, AFP

Security

N. horea expands
its short-range
weaponry

North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un cwversaaw the delivery of 250
e actical ballistie mdssibe
laumchers o front-line troops,
state mvechia KCNA reported on
Momdlay, which Seoul said couled
b used to threaten South Rorea.

The launchers have been
described az a modern tactical
wenpon 1o be transferred to
army units on Lhe horder with
the Sonath. North Korea saicd o
test-fired a new tactical ballistic
missile last monthe

“The launchers are intended
to be used In varous ways, such
to attack or threaten 5 Korea”
[ee Sung-joon, spokespersan
o Skl Boorea’s Jodnl Cliefs o
SLaff, sand. Reuters

1 he Days
FIGURES
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Real North Korea

AMDREI LANROY

In this book, Andred Lankoy
argues that Morth Korea is not
irational, and nothing shows
thiz better than its
continuing survival
agminst af odds

A living political
Fossil, it alings to
existencs in the face
of liméted resources

and a "zombie economy,”
manipulating great powers
despite its weakness.

Tha writars says the old
system s dowly falling
apart. In the bong run, with
or without reform, the
redrime 15 unsustainable,
accordng to a review on

Eoodreads.com

dmpmpj

Cooperation

Philippines,
Yietnam to

hold joint drills

The Philippines and Vietnam
eoast guards will hoded jodnd
exercrses s weels, Manala
sakl Monday, in the first sach
drills between the countries
in dispute with Beijing in the
south China Sea.

China claims most of the
strategic waterway — despite
an intemational tribunal k-
ing that its assertion has no
legal basis — and the Philip-
pines, Vicinam and several
other nations claim various
islands, islets, reefs and shoals

Vielnam™ 91-meter CSH
SO0 ship will concuct Ehe
mancuvers with a Filipino
coast puard ship near Manila
Hay. AFP

Hurrfcane in Florida

Debby makes
Iandfall on

GulfCoast

Hurricane Debby made land-
fall on Florida's Gulf Coast an
Monday, knocking power ail
[or hundreds of thousands

of people as the US southeast
braced for potentially his-
toric levels of rain and

major Nooding.

Diebby barreled ashore in
Florida's Big Bend region as a
Category One hurricane, the
|owest an a five-slage scale,
thanks to an unusually warm
Gulf of Mexioo. The National
Hurricane Center said its
maximuim sustained winds
were 30 miles per hour

More than 250,004 custom
ers have bost electricity so far.
AFP

e Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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A trapped Netanyahu is pushing the region to the brink

sracli Prime Mimster Bengamin
Netanvahu fears the end of the war.
He will be confronted with inves-
thgative committees, and questlons
Ak acooiintabaliny and errors
For him., the issue 1s practically one
of Wfe or cheath, and much more than jus
clinging to ofice to avodd accountability.

True, the prme minister needs o sien off on
Ay assassination opermikon targeting a major
enemy, and that may lead to security and
pditical repercissions, Bt 18 = also troe th
the mikitary and security establishment is the
o eaking the st of Ergets and presenting it
o the prome minister to make a cholee.

In all likelihood, the latest assassinations
in Beirut and Tehran probably reflect th
Lsraedl security establishment s desire to
resiore the power of deterrence that was
shaken to the core by the events of Oct.

7. Image has alwavs been important for
[sraed. It believes that making encmics pay
a hefty price for attacks they carry out will
discourage any future attacks.

Timing has exceptional importance during

&%

The latest
assassinations
in Belrut and
Tehran rellect
Israels desire (o
restore the power
of deterrence that
was shalien to
the core by the
events ol Ot 7

B CEHHLE B AN

(=i

T o ek

The last battle of Israel’s far right

v {chea that the war In
Cractin 1% eszentplly l.'l..|||:|'|,|
by and sustained for Israels
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyvahu has long domai-
nated political analysis
il Lhe subject The moiion & aften |-.|‘[|I
alive by public opinion mmside Israel, Mos
polls produced since the start of the Israch
attack on Gaza sueppest that an overwhelms-
ing majority of lsraclis believe that Netan-
ahu's decisions are motivated by personal,
political, and familial nterests.

This conclusion, however, is too comve-
mbert anc mot entirely accurate, T wrongly
ass=tmies Uhal the Isracll people opgsisss
MNetanyahu's war in Gaza, though, in reality,
they have so far been quite approving of all
tactics used by the Israeli army. Forexample,
e Chan 300 dayvs into the conllict, 68
percent of all Israclis support Netanyvahu's
diesperate tactics of assassinations, incheding
e killing of Flamas political leader Tsomall
Hanayeh in Tehrn on Juby 31

war. The two assassinations ook place soomn
after Netanyahu stood for the fourth time
before the LS Congress, where he was met
with sustalned applasse. He mentloned Iran
27 times during his speech and bat not once
did he talk aboant & ceasefine.

Sorme woulol say that Netanyahu
conchuckscl from the vasit that the TS will
ndat abandon 1ts defense of Israel despate
criticism by President Joe Biden and his
deputy Kamala Harris. Some have sabd
that Netanyahu waited untl] Hamas was
wealtened in Gaza before LEFTIng Lo 1
danger coming from Bedrut and Tehran,
They believe that the Isracli PM senses that
neither Hezbollah nor Tehran want a full:
scale war, so has decided to take the war to
them in order to embarrass them.

MNetanyvahu has acknowledsed that the
assssinations leave Tran amd Hezbsollah
with fio chodee bul (o relalite, He then
followed this up with the official announce-
mnt of the killing of Mohammed Dieif, the
leader of Hamas' military wing. Perhaps he
wanted the next phase of the war o take on

While Netanvahu's decision o target
a politheal legder reflects his own Gailure
and desperation, how is one to explain the
Istach people’s enthusiasm for the expan
sphon of the circle of violence?

The answer does not lie in the events of
Ot 7, Inedeesd, it 1= time to start thinking
hevond the confines of the revenge theory,
which has dominated our understanding
ancl analysis of the Tsraeli assault on Gaza,

For vears before the curment war, Isract
has been moving skowdy to the right and far
right, with political extremism exceeding
that of any generation of the country ™
leadership since the ethnle cleansing of
Palestinians in 1948,

According to an lsracli Democracy
Instituie poll, published in Janmeary 2023,
74 percent of lsraell Jews aged between
18 and 24 identily as “right wing." Consid-
cring that the likes of current Israeli minis-
ters ltamar Ben-Gyir, Bezalel Smotrich,
ancl Ot Strosiok are also classified as “right
wing,” one can concliude that the majorty
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the shape of a confrontation with Iran and
its allies, rather than with the Palestinians in
Czaza and the West Bank.

The Israch prime minister wanted the
issue of Iran, its role in the region, and
its muclear file to overshadow efforts to
reach a ceasefire in Gaza, and a settlement
and establishment of a Palestinian stale,
He may want to revive the possibality of a
US-Iranian confrontation should the US
take part in thwarting an Iranian attack on
srael, especially if Tehrans allies seek to
largel mliary bratsee=s 11y thyes e EOi,

Some believe that Netanyvahu may be
pushing the region to the brink of a full-
scile conllict m order o pat an exd 1o the
possthility of an open-ended war of attn-
tion, with the demand that Iran oease Are
on all fronis without exception.

The Israchl military and secaurity establish-
mienl 1% aware that Hezbollah's rockets amd
drones can reach any lecation in israel The
same can be said of Iran and its mockets and
dromes. In spite of this, Netanvahu chose to
confront the two parties with the pessibdlity of

of Israell youth practically identify as right-
Wing exiremists,

These youlh are the core of the Israel
army and the settler movement. They
are the ones carrying out the atiacks in
Gaza, the daily pogroms in the West Bank,
andl serving as the foot soldiers for the
wilespread racism campaigns largeting
Palestinian Arab communitics inside Israel,

Theere are a good muamber of analysts who
have tred to explain how Israel becamse a
dhecidedly right-wing society, and how youth,
in partcular, emerged as the gatekeepers of
sraed's version of swicidal natonalism.

The explanatan, losvever, |5 st ];I1[I!'|||.'-
warcl, Israel’s far-nghl extremesm 15 only a
natural evolution of the Zionast dealogy,
which, in its most “liberal” forms, was always
precicated on ethnic hatred, a senise of racial
syipremacy, and predictable viodence,

Between April 2008 and November 20022
[srael had five general elections, Though
the focus of most rematned fixed on
Netanyahu's role in dividing Israeh socikety,

A full-scale war, Hezhoflah canned refraim from
retalinting after the assassination of senbor
ruilitary commander Fouad Shukr in its strong:
hialdd i Bedrut s sourthern sulbnirbs. Tran also
caniol refrain from responding (o Use killing
of Hamas leader [smail Haniyeh in Tehran.

The Israell establishment s acting as
though it wants to shift the war froam a
confrontation with Hamas leader Yehya
Al-Sinwar and his agenda to a confron-
tation with the amenda of the Iranian
suprente leader.

The Mididle East has been on edge for
decades, However, the new images are
unprecedented, and the summeer of assas
ginations and exchange of blows s prowing
hotter, What are the limits of Lsraels influ-
ence in the region: What are the limits of
Iran’s: Can the US accept the change in the
“rules of engazement ™ between [ran and
Termie] in order to prevent the region from
slipping into a holl-scale war?

It i= the termibbe Middle East where govem
menis are at a loss, armies are confused, and
Eactions and U5 hases are on alert.

o o
The Gaza war is
not just important
to Netanyahu, bul
also to the very
luture of Israel’s
far-right camp,

whose entire

political and
ideological

program has

been shattered

the elections, in reality, were a historic
lght among Istael's idological groups 1o
determine the future of the country and
the direction of Zionism.

I the meost recent election, the far-right
extremyists won, forming the most stabie
Taraell government in vears, While the
right wis preparmg to permanently recon-
Agure Israel, its political, educatbonal,
military and, most lnportant, judicial
institutions, Oct, 7 todk place,

[nitially, the Hameas assault and its aftcrmath
posed a challenge to all segments of lsracli
siclery: the humiblated army, the degraded
itedlpence, e humbled politiclans, the
coffounded medsa, and the angry masses,

But the greatest challenge was faced by
the far right, which was about to shape the
future of Israel for generations. Thus, the
CraZa War 1= nod Just important (o Netian-
yadinl, Bul also (o the very Tuture of Ismael’s
far-right camp, whose enfire political and
ieological program has been shattered,
mosd likely bevomd salvation,
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History and culture collide in controversial Olympics opener

he opening ceremony of
the Paris 2024 Olvmpics
sparked significant con-
troversy primarily due toa
performance represeniing
the Last Supper, which
diepicts episodes in the life of Jesus. This
seene, featuring colorfully dressed per-
formers, was intended 1o represent Greek
deities enjoving a party, not Jesus and his
fallowers, according to the organizers.
Howewer, religiots groups across the
Midclle East, including
Egypt’s Al-Azhar and the

L T

Christian moment, prompting apologies
from the organizers. In Kussia, Foreign
Ministry spoheswoman Maria Zakharova
labseled it a “mockery of a sacred story
[or Christians,” saying that “the Apostles
were shown as tramsvestiles.” She added
that “evidently in Paris they decided that
if the Olymipic rings are multicolored, you
can turn it all into one giant gay parade.”
A spokesman for the Hussian Orthodox
Church, Vakhtang Kipshidze, also

condemned thiz section, writing on his
persondl Telegram channel
that it was “culiural and

Coptic Crthedox Chuarch, historical suicide”
condemned the depic- soeveral H“M In Turkiye, President
Homs as hlasphemous and : Recep Tavvip Erdogan
insulting to both Christl- groups in Europe [uehe=] the controversy by
anity and Islam. Exypl's criticized the act  cmiicizing the ceremony's
Al-Azhar, a leading Sunni as disrespectiul alleged promotion of
Muslim authority, labeled to their beliefs LGBTSI content, describing
the portrayal as “extremism it as "1mmaorality ™. The

and reckless barbarism,” Turkish leader said that

criticizing the normalization of what

they see as marally degrading behavior,
including homosexualily and sexual
transformation, The Coptic Pope Tawadpos
[l also expressed outrage, calling for an
apoloey from Olympic organizers.

The act featured drag queens, amd was
meant o symbolize inclusivity and diver-
sity, However, several religious groups in
Europe criticized it as disrespectful to their
belels, The scene, intended as an artistic
interpretation celebraling commaunity
tolerance and the absurdity of violence,
WS 000 by soane as a mockery of a sacred

he planned to contact Pope Francis to
discuss what he sees as an atiack on Chris-

tham values and human nature, Ercogan
declined an invitation to the ceremony
after his granddanghter warmed him of the
LGHETO! presence at the event. In China,
the decision by Chinese state television
tor broadeast LGETQI-related content
during the Paris Olympic Games opening
ceremony also became a hot topic on social
media, Indeed, the topic remains a taboo in
Chinese mainstream media,

In response Lo the backlash, the Paris
2024 organizing committee insisted that

ODR. MOHAMMED AL-SULAMI

O, Aol samrvereed A-Sulaai
i= the founder ang presidsmt of
e international eatute for
irarisn Studss |Rpsarah|
L grdhal sulaml

the scene had no intention of disrespecting
any religious groups, and that the perfor-
mance was misunderstood. Despite these
clarifications, the controversy continues to
resonate strongly in the Middle East, with
broadcasts of the ceremony being cut off
or censored in several countries, including
Algeria, Moroceo, and Turkiye,

In adckition to the Last Supper contro-
versy, other issues have marred the sames,
such as the han on hijab in alignment with
France's laws on secilarism, which clashed
with the International

against Isracl’s participation due to the
conflict in Gaza, and criticisms over the
environmental impact of the event on the
Sedne River. The ceremony was also a stage
for presenting French conlture and national
identity to a global audience. In France, the
political debate focuses on how (o Balinee
traddition with modernity and inclusivity,
Some right-wing and far-nght political
groups argue for a more traditional repre-
sentation of French culture, while others
an the left advocate for o more diverse and
contemporary portrayal

Oiympic Commitliess ii that refiects Franoe’s multi-
policies. Indeed, French cultural socicty.

sprinter Sounkamba Sylla In France, political Finally, the Algerian

s shve wia barred From debate Tocuses on beamm mmm:'mmt-:d..

the Olympic opening the massacre of Algerian
ceremaony due to her hijab, how (o balance independence activists in
She said on her Instagram tradition with Paris in 1961 by throwing
account: “You are selected A flowers into the Seine,

for the Olympic Games, lllﬂlll.'ﬂ'lrll'} About 12,000 people

organized in your country,

but you can't take part in the opening
CEremony because vou wear a scarf on
vour head” According 1o Amelie Oudea-
Castera, minister for sport and the Obympic
and Paralvimpic Games, "our citizens
expect us o follow these principles of
secilarism, but we also need to be inven-
tive about scdutions to make evervone fecl
goni." She added that Svila "understands
our principles, our rules.” 1t s important (o

nofe that Forelgn athletes are nod alfected

by the secularism rules.
There were also broader social and
political controversies, including protesis

were arrested during the
158451 protest and an estimated 120 people
died, according to histortans. Many of the
bosdies were never recovered, while others
drageed from the water showed signs of
harrowing violence, It came during the
final vear of Algerias war [or its indepen-
dence, which 1l eventually won i 15632,

The controversy highlights the

comHex interplay between cultural
expressions, religtous sensitivities, and
political contexts, demonstrating how
global events, such as the Olympics, can
become flashpoints for broader social
and political isswes,

Protesters? No, far-right rioters in UR cities are simply thugs

h vile scenes of far-right
attacks across British cities
over the past week s tem-
pered only by the far larger
connter-fscist backiash
where communities have
come logether (o face down the thuggery,
Bart howw has it come o this, a situation where
mosgues have been attacked, police stations
sirt alight, and peopde in fear of their lives?
No doubd, the Labour victory at the July
efections played a role, The
Far right wanted to test the

resolve of the povernment.

p—,  —
L T ]

The violence against Muslims and
moscpues has been largely underplaved, A
Mushm man was stabbed in Croshy, Liver-
poil. Mosques were a magnet for these
extremists, Unline, a deluge of posts sought
tor justify wieat were akin to pogroms againsi
British Muslimns, Such posts call for Islam to
be clestroyed and Mushms expelled.

Many belicved that Britain had a
miaderate rational poditical environment,
it least until Bresat, The complacent
end of British paolitics may
have semi-smughy watched
lar-right successes in France,

This is ome reason why Germany, Austria, and Taly,
riofs are dispersed across Britain needs among other European
numerous cities, stretching immigration. states, as though there was
police resources. Immigrants have noissue in Britain. This was
The proximate cause was added to the abways a mirage,

a rumor spread by influen- Britain nominally has not
tial extremist accounts that glorious diversity hacd a far-right party in power,
the brutal stabbings of three of the nation The country's “first past the
voung girks in Southport past” voling system always

were perpetrated by g Muslim. This was
deeliberate misinformation (the attacker was a
IF-wear-old non-Muslim}, bat highly effective.
The mature of these attacks in dozens of cithes
demnonstrate that they were coordinated and
planned, not spontaneous outrage, Thogs
may be arrested, bui those wiho orchies-
irated this, and those who were blowing dog
whistles, must also bhe held acoountable,
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denied an easy path to influence through the
ballot box. Like the US, power is in the hands
of one of two partées, and has been consis-
tenithy for a century. This does niol mean

the Far right have not been and will nog be g
threat. Neo-Naz groaps have a long history
of brutal. mindless violenoe they sadly

lonve to indulge. [t tends to be motivated by

prissboms and emotions, ot thought.
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Back in the 1900s there was the British
Brothers' League followed by Sir Oswald
Mosley's Blackshirts, In the 1970s and
18R, the National Front was the prime
driver, often hero-worshipping Adolf Hitler,
and riggering counter movements and
activities, such as Rock Against Racism,
The: British Natwnal Party at one poit had
owver 50 kocal councilors and two seats in
the European Parliament. A million people
were calculated o have vited for the party

men-in-suits as pariners who try to lend a
veneer of legitimacy, Nigel Farage, beader
of the Beform Party, denies any links. but
dioses not condemn fully. His statements
opposing the viclence come with a choros
of “buts™ and “howevers™, The media,
which loves Lo sensationalize, platforms
the likes of Farage, thereby normal-

izing the far right. Even the BBC risked
legitimizing the men of violence, refer-
ring 1o them as “protesters” — what were

in the early part of this they protesting for? — as
century. The English - opposed to violent thogs.
Defense League, now '.'i The mistake wauld be to
diisbanded, was just one play to the far-right tune,
of the latest emanations of Politicians have Strewed violence must be
this movement, and had to divorce addressed, but the undier-
a kev role in sparking the themselves lving racism and Islamo-
Southport ricts. The targets (o [IEI.IIEI.‘I"I:I'II!E- pleahia nvast be tackled

oo all these groaps were with the same ruthlessness
what they deemed to be Hnﬂ_lmmlgrﬂﬂﬂ“ reserved for antisemitism.,
non-whites: Jews, Blacks, rhetoric Politicians have belittled
Asians, and Muslims. Most Islamophobia all too often
BNP and EDL supporters want a complete They should not. Mushms showkd not be
end to all immigration, but the EDLazs a scarced of going to mosgues.

maverment was founded on a vicious anti-
I=lam platform.,

Belng anti-Muslim has i dangerous public
acceplability as opposed to neo-Nazl racism,
Islamophobia has pripped the Conservabive
Party for yvears. The EDL taps info this.

The EDL's thuggish violence has
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However, politicians also have to divorce
themselves from dangerous antl-immigra-
thon rhetoric, Britain, like many other
countries, necds immigration. Immigranis
have added to the gloniows diversity of the
nation, and it s time more stood up o state
this unapolopetically.
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[ still see only a 25 percent chance of a

(L'S) recession up from 15 percent be
cause the data look hine overall.
David Mericie

GEENTRN SadTe pECndrEl

‘Black Monday' for global stock
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BLOODBATH

markets over US recession fears

Market meltdown triggered by a weak US employment report

AR, AFP Merwy York, Toloyo

Global stock markets
plunged as “Black Monday™
hits Japan amid panic
across bonrses over fears
of recession in the LS.

Wall Sireet’s tech-heavy Nasdag
Composite  ncex  tumbded 6.5
percent at the open, with the S&P
SO0 [@Eling 42 percent and the
Diowy dropping L7 perceni.

Black Monckay refers to the
ghabal, largely
unexpected sock marked crash on
Momday, Oct. 19, 1887, Global Josses
were cstimated at £1.571 trillion. The
=iy of the crash sparked lears
of extended economic mstabality
or even a reprise of the Great
Depression.

Major European indices were
cewtl aroiedd 3 opercent in alter-
noon trading,

Tokyo's Nikkei tanked more
than 12 percent in s worst day
sdnce the Fulushima crisis in 2011,
[t akso sallered s Dgoest ever
poinuts boss, shedding 4,451,258,

The markel melidown
trgmeerecd B oweak TS jobs report
on Frday which showed the
unemplovment rate reached its
highest since Octolser 20021,

The report came two days after
U= 1S Fegherl Reserved decided,
a expecicdd, o keep  mberest
rates al a X3-year hiph while
sirmaling that it could cut them in
September,

It was the first chance for traders
in Tolyo to react to Fridays report
showing US employers sbowed
thear hinmg et month by much
more: than economists expected.

Losses elsewhere in the world
were nearly  as  neck-snapping,
Souith  Koweas  Hospl  index
capeened 8.8 percent lower, dock

severe  and

Thals

Gulf bourses close in red

Arab Mews Hyadr

Aligor siock markets i the Gull

tumbled on Monday, tracking
Asian shares lower on fears that
the US could be heading for
recession, while conoerns about
a widening conflict in the region
added to the worries.

The 115 unemployment
|'.I|I|:_||||1|.|_|-e'l.! [ek Fleskl i I!'I:u:l'q'-_'. (=" 1
high of 4.3 percent i July aomoad
a sipnificant stowdown in hirng,
heizshtening  fears the labor
market was deteriorating and
potentially making the ecomnamy
vilnerable to a recession

The wormvingly weak July
pavridls  repsor raarkets
price in a 78 percent chance the

aal B

Making things worse for Wall Street, Blg Tech stooks also tumbled sharply as the market's most popular trade for much of this year continued to unravel. &F

sank
RIETRRIT]

MaArkels  across  Europe
roughly 3 percent  and

dropped 12 peroent.,

Chances of recession

Crodddman Sachs economist Davied
Mericle sees a higher chance of a
recession following Frodag™s jobes
report. But he still sees only a 25
percent chance ol thal, wp rom 15
percent, in part “bocause the data
look fine overall™ and he does not
"o miajor financial imbalances”
still, stocks of companies whose
pirolits are moed clossely ted (o the

Soud| Arabin's
Tadawul AN
Share Index
dipped on
Monday. losing
2458.91 paints,

ar 2.13 parcant,
to closs at

NS504. 48,
Flle

Federal Reserve will not only cut
rates in September, but ease by a
ikl 50 hasis poknts,

TASI falls
Saudi Arnbia's Tadawul All Share
[nddex dipped on Monday, losing

ECOEmnYs  sirength ook heavy
bk o) the [ears aboul a sham
showedoan. The small companies
in the Bussedl 2000 index dropped
a.5 percent, further dousing what
Tl beeny a revival for i and otheer
bsegden-chown arese af e mrbort
Making things worse for Wall
Street, Bl Tech stocks  also
tumbled sharply as the markets
most popular trade for muach ol this
vear continued o unravel. Apple,
Mvichia and a hamdful of other Bie
Tisch stocks Ereown as the “Maenif-
eenl Seven™ had propedled the

FASTFACTS

& 'Wall Street’'s tach-heavy
Masdag Composite index
tumbled 8.3 parcent at the
opan, with the 8&P 500
‘I"nl'linﬂ: a2 Fl-ﬂﬂ,'.':i'll; and the
Dow dropping 2.7 percent.

® Tokyo's Nikkei tanked maoare
than 12 percent in its worst
day since the Fukushima
crisis in 2071, K also suffered

its biggest ever points
loss, shedding 4 451,28,

CONCERNS

240.4] points, or 213 percent, to
close at 11 504446,

The tolal trading turnover of
the benchimark nckex was SR10LS
billion (328 ballion) as 16 of the
listed stocks advanced while 215
refres e,

FASTFACT

The total trading tumover

of the Saudi benchmark

Index was SR10.5 billion

($2.8 billion) as 16 stocks
advanced while 215 retreated,

The MSCI Tadawul Index
thesressed by 2758 poinis, oF
|87 percent, o close at 1447.66

The Ringdom's paraliel
market Nomu also dropped
2738 poinis, or L.684 percent,
25 701.47. This
cognes as 24 of the Listed siocks
advanced while 50 retreated

The best-performing stock
of the day was The Coo for

i ¢close at

S&TP 500 todogens of all-rme highs
Rl vear, in part Oon a frensy aroind
artificial-intellisrnor  technology
They wene so strong that thoy
cvershadowed weakness for areas
il the stock market welghed dowmn
by higgh interest rates,

Appile Fell 4.8 perceni on Monday
after Warren BaulfTeits Berleshine
Hathaway disclosed that it hadd
slashexd its ownership siake in the
iFhone maker. Nvidia, the chip
company that's bevomse the poster
child of Wall Sireets Al bonanza,
fee=ll v more, 8.3 pencenl

Cooperative Insurance,
witnessing a 3.8  percent
BB TS = ||I L% !'-||'|.:I:|L' Hrice [ 4]
reach SKIGk

Other top performers
included Dallah Healtheare Coo
A Elm Con, whose share prices
soared by 321 perecent and 208
percent, to stand at SR161 and
SHEX4 B0, respectively.

Al Hassan
Shaker Co, and Saudi Al-Etihad
Cooperative  Insurance Cio
were also among the leading
Colpanies.

hazi Thrahim

Gull bourses

The Qatari benchmark fell 2.5
percent, with all its constitu
enls 1IN negative erritory

CRUDE

Oil drops
as wider
market
rout spills
over

Rauters Housion

Cnl fell on Monday, tranling a stock
market selloff sparked by fears of
a US recessbon, though declines
were Hmbted by Libvan supply
hoesses an] worries that a spreasding
conflict in the Middle East could
further hit crude supgpdies,

Birenl crsche futures svere o
G oenits, or 086 peroend, af 576,15
a barrel by 58 am. CDT (HS5R
CMT), with prices earlier trading
arcaind their kowest since January.
1% Wiesd Texas Tnlermedhinte crde
was down 54 cents, or LI percent,
at S7 68,

supply concerns lmited bosses
Libaa's higpest il feid, Sharara,
has fully halted outpot, Bloom:
bere reported. Two field engineers

HIGHLIGHT

Brent crude futures were down
66 cents, or 0.88 percent,

at §76.1% a barrel by 5:58

am, COT (1458 GMT), with
prices earlier trading around
their lowest since January,

todad Heuters on Saturday that |ocal
protesters had partindly shut dosmn
the gite.

“The all and product trade s
guing to be cantions as the marke
tnes (o get a handle on how bad
the global market meltdoan is
poing o be” wrote Phil Fhymn,
senior market analyst for Price
Futures Group.

Slhumping diesel  consump-
thom in Chilsa, the world's higges
contributor (o ofl denand growth,
15 also weishing on oil. The decline
in oil prices closely trailed falls
in European stock markets, Odl's
hsses were also limited by geopso-
Migeal risks in the Middle East,

on US economic worries

mcluding  the Gulf's largesi
lemder by assets Gatar National
Bank, which
percent,

Duabai's main sharc
index dropped 4.2 percent,
welghed down by a 8.8 percent
plunge in blue-chip developer
Emaar Properties,

In Abu Dhabi, the index was
oy 2.7 peErcent,

Ol — a catalyst for Lthe Gull s
financial markets extendeod
losses in A wvolatile session,
as fears of a recession in top
o Teed

was down 2.3

ol consumer the 1S
SUPHY Wortles  stemming
from mounting tensions in the
Midddle East, the worlds largest
ol prodducing region
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Business Saudi Arabia

Arab Mews Hiyadh

Sawdl Arabla’s non-

oil private sector
demonstrated strong
growth im July, supported
by sustained demand
amid intensified
competitive pressures,
according to an

economy tracker.

The Riyad Bank Saudi Arabia

PMI  survey, complled by
P Global, showed  that
the Ringdom's Purchasing

Managers' Index slightly cased
to 544 in July, down from 55 in
Tune and 5684 in May.

S&PF Global noted thal any
PMI reading above 500 signi-
fies growth in the non-oil
sector, while readings below 50
indicate contraction.

strengthening the none-oil
private sector is crucial for Sawdi
Arabla as it seeks ecomomic
dllversification amed  aims o
reduce reliance on crude oil
MCVETILES.

Naif Al-Ghaith, chief econo-
mist at Rivad Bank, commented:
“FAll I:r'|:|I:'L:|H_IP-:I to stav n expsan-
sion, reconding a solid 544,
reacting to the status guo of
demand  and  competition i
the Sawdi market. This DOgure
highlights= continued growth
within the privaie sector,
driven by sustxined demand
chespite heightened competitive
Pressures,”

He added: = Demand has played
a crucial role in driving orders,
ensuring that businesses remain
active and forward-looking”

The report indicated that
intense market competition has
exerted  downward  pressure
on prices, as companies aim
to maintain market share by
offering more attractive pricing
b CONSUINETS.

a&lP Global further observed
that stalling and inventory
levels contimued to grow n July,

ECONOMY

Saudi non-oil business activity
steady with July PMI at 544

Private sector backed by sustained demand amid competitive pressures

T

I 2] *k.

B [y
".'-I._'-. .“_I_

Extensive market competition has led to downward pressure on prices, as companies strive to malntaln market share I:r -u'l"l"-rlrl.n: mizre attractive pricing to consumars. Flls

despite Auctuating business
confidence among some survey
partcipants.

The report highlighted that
stronger  workforces  helped
Dusinesses manage  backlogs
thespite capacity  challenpes
from the recent heatwave.
Al-Ghalth mnoted that Julvs
arvey resulis reflect  the
robust growth of Sawdi non-odl
businesses In infermational
markeis.
“"Additionally, new
have continoed to  expand,
signaling a  farther increase
in net non-odl  trade.  This

EXpOTts

EXpansion in exporis sugzests
that Sawdi
successfully penetrating  inter-
national markets, which bodes
well for the diversification of the
poonomy away Irom ol depen-
dency,” he said.

husinesses  are

I:Ill.y'l.n Abou Time Riyadh

Saudl Arabia’s banking sector

leans  increased o SKRITS
trillion (§733.82 hallion} in
June, marking an annual

11.35 percent rise, official data
showed.,

An analysis released by
the Saudi Cenmtral Bank, also
kmown as SAMA. revealed that
corporate credit accounted for
a3 percent of the total lending
in the month, while personal
loans made up the remaining
b7 percent,

Filch projects that financing
growth in the RKingdom will
reach arcund 10 percent in
2024, driven by suslained

demand for corporate and
wholesale credit, offsetting
a slowdown In the retall

mortgage market,

Additionally, 2024 could sec
banks capitalizing on direct
lending opportunities to the
country's giga-projects,

Personal loans, encompassing
all types of credit extended
to individuals, totaled SH1.29
trillion, marking a 7 percent
erowth vear on vear, the SAMA
report noted.

Among corporate financing
exchanges, those granted for
real estale activities Comprised
the mapority, and experenced
26 percent growth during
thiz periodd to reach SR2IBE.2D

Al-Ghaith added: *The growth
in non-oll  exporis
contributes  positively o the
trade balance but also indicates
a strengthening of the country’s
industrial and service sectors
This trend 5 encouraging as i

nat  only

Dhemmand has played a
crucial role in driving
orders, ensuring that
businesses remain active
and forward-looking.

Nalf Al-Ghalth
Lhied soonomat Shyach Bardk

underscores the effectiveness
o economic reforms aimed ai
broadening the sconomic base
and cnhancing global trade
relations.”

According to the survey, both
cufput amnd mew orders — the
twor largest components of the
FMI—grew at a reduced rate
at the beginning of the third
guarter. The report revealed
that output growth eased to
A six-month low, while the
increase in new business was
the smallest in two-and-a-half
VeI,

It also noted that wvendor

performance improved in July,
with the average time for inpuis
to arrive al non-oil companies
shortening over the month.

According to S5&I" Global,
higher client demand, a healthy
work ppeline, and
Epvernment iovesimenls  are
key factors boosting business
opwner confidence for faiore
growth,

“The combination of steady
demand, competitive pricing,
and expanding exports paints
a positive outlock for Saud
Arabias economic  growth”
condclwded Al-Ghaith.

increased

LENDING

billion in June.

Closely following were loans
extended for wholesale and
redall tracde, comprsing 13
percent of corporate holdings
and totaling SK19557 hillion.
This category of claims saw
an 8§ percent rise during this
period.

Lending for manufacturing
activitles constiiuied a 12
percent share tolaling SK175.24
billion, reflecting a 1 percent
increase compared to the same
month last vear.

Meanwhile, the electricity,
Eas, and waler supply seclors
accounted for 11 percent of
corporate lending, growing by
28 percent during this period.

FASTFACTS

3%

Corporate ocredit acoounted
for 53 percent of the total
lending In Junea.

{%

Parsonal loans in the banking
sector mads up the remaining
47 percent.

In terms of growih rates,
lending for professional,

scientific, il technbcal
aclivities =aw the highest
anmual inCrease, Fising
by G6 percent. Despite
this significant growth, i

compriscd a relatively small
share of total corporate loans,
accounting for only 1 percent at
SRE.52 Billion.

According to Fitch, Saudi
banks are projected o grow
at  abont double the Gulf
Cooperation Council average,
with fnancing Erowih
forecasted al approximately 12
percent for 2024,

The sector
focus more  on

% expected 1o
Corporale

Saudi bank loans increase by 11% to hit $734bn

financing, which is anticipated
to account for about &0 percent
of new originations,

Elias Abou Samra, CEOQ
of RAFAL Heal Estate
Development Co,, told Arab
News In July that despite
higher  interest  rates,  the
housing market in Saudi Arabia
I8 regaining momentum.

In the US, central bankers
decided (o keep the policy
rate in the 525 percent to 5.50
percent range at the latest Fed
meeting on July 31. Fed Chair
Ieromwe  Powell npofed  thai
the labor market is gradoally
normalizing, which permits a
Canings .1]1['|-|'||:||'|1 I interest
rate culs,
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Inflation in India’s services
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The UAE's non-odl private
secior growth remalned
steady in July bul marked
its slowest improvement
In almost three years, an
economy tracker showed.

According to the 5&F Global
Purchasing Managers'
[vclex, the TIAE'S FMI
slippesd o 537 in July from
46 the previous month
a5 ompefitive conditions,
rising price pressures  and
capacity overloads weighed on
performance.

In July, the index was also
below its long-Tun average of
544 bt remained solidly above
the 50 expansion mark.

David Owen, chicl economist
af &P Lxlobal Market
Intelligence, said: “The drop in
the UAE PMI is a further signal
that non-oil sector growth is on
a downward trend i 20247

He added: “Business capacity
remained one of the key
challenges facing the sector,
as indicated by another steep
uptick in backlogs as firms
struggled (o resolve supply and
ackministrative issues.”

In March, UAE Minister of
Economy Abdulla in Toudg said
that the couniry’s economy is
expected to grow by 5 percent
this wvear, driven by a robust
expansion in the non-oil sector
amd an  Increase in foreign
direct investment.

The minister also said that
the UAEs non-oil economy
currently accounts  for 73
percent of the nation™s gross
domestic product,

According to  the S5&P
Global report, price Inflation
accelerated  further 1o July,

According to a B&P Glabal report, demand conditlons in the UAE non-oll private ssctor remalned faverable, with sales rsling sharply, Shottorstock

PERFORMANCE

UAE non-oll sector
robust amid rising prices

Inflation accelerated further in July: S&P Global

with companies experiencing
the Fasiest Flse in input cosis for
exactly two vears

The inancial agency revealed
that higher input prices were
once  again  partially  passed
through to customers, as outpul
charges increased for the third
month running 1 July.

The PMI survey revealed that
business activily levels rose
further in July, as companies
commented on rising inflows
of new waork, ongoing projects,
and improved supply chain
conditions.

Egypt inching
toward growth

In another report, S&F Global
revealed that Egypl recorded a
PMI of 457 1n July, the second
highest in almost three vears,
but marginally lower than 40.49
in June.

The US-based agency said
that Egvpt's non-oil economy
held close 1o the line beiween
growth and contraction in July,
with output and new business
declining at marginal rates.

The PMI survey added that
emoyment grew in July while
oulpul expectations recovered
slightly.

"The Epvptian non-oil
economy still appears to be on
the cusp of expansion, with the
July PMI registering jusi shy
af the 50 mark” said Owen.
“While some firms painted to a
turning of the tide in economic
conditions, particularly
through rising export demand,
market conditions were stated
as weak elsewhere”

S&P Global,
price pressivPes among Egyvplian
non-oil firms remained low
in July compared o the past
couple of years bul showed

According to

HIGHLIGHTS

® The UAE's PMI slipped
te 53.7 In July from 54.8
the previous month as
competitive conditions,
rising price pressures
and capacity overloads
walghed on parfermance.

® The UAE's non-oil economy
currently accounts for T3
percant of the nation"s

gross demestic product.

® Egypt recorded a PMI of
48.T in July, the sscond

highest in almost thrae
years, but mu.rﬂinqlllr
lower than 49.9 in Junea.

® In July, job creation in
Eﬂ_]rpl:iun non-oil firms also
saw a slight uptick, reversing
a fractional decline in June.

® The non-oll private
sactar in Kuwalt started
the second half of the

year positively, driven by
a rise in new orders.

tentative signs of ntensifying
aq inpul costs rose at their
steepest pace sinee March,

“Inflationary pressures on
firms largely followed the trend
seen in the second quarter,
which has been subduoed
comparcd to the heightened
rates in recent vears” Owen
rabl.

“However, a slight pick-up
i inpul cost  inflation in
July could make some [rms
concermed about the risk of
prices picking up again and
constralning business activiny,”
he added,

In July, job creattom In
Egyptian non-oll firms  also
saw a shight aptick. reversing

g fractional dechine in June, as
companies hoped that the dip
in =ales would be briel and that
conditions would improve.

Euwailt maintains
maomentum

S&P Global revealed that the
non-oil private sector in Kuwait
started the sccond half of the
vear positively, driven by a rise
in nesw orders,

Ruwait's PMI in July stood at
61,5, broadly unchanged from
51,5 in June,

"As hias been the case for
some tme now, firms in Kuwait
were able to use advertising
and competitive pricing to
new business  and
expand outpul during  July”
said Andrew Harker, economics
director al S&F Global Market
Intellipence.

He aclded: “IMacounts
were often offered in spite
of increasing input prices,
including a record rise in staff
A

According 10 the report, new
orders continued to increase
at a solid pace in July despite
the rate of growth easing to a
10-month low,

S&PF Global added that new
orders from regular customers
bl e Rkl non-oil
companies (o expand business
activity again in July.

Harker said that non-oil firms
faced difficulties in finding
the right talents to meet the
proswing demand,

"A key challengze for irms in
July was finding suitably skilled
staff, amd these difficulties
meant that emplovinent wis
unchanged during the month,
resulting in a further build-up
of outstanding business” sail
Harker,

SECiure

Turkiye falls to
GL.758% in July

Turkives annual inflation rate
sloswved sharply in July to G1.78
pereent, olfictal data showed
on Monday, as the country
hattles a cost-al-Hving crisis.

It 1 the second Consccutive
fall after consumesrs price rises
eased to TLE percent in Junae.

“Annual inflation is falling”
Finance Minister Mebmet
Simsek said on the social media
platform X.

"W continue (o get
positive results in all areas
of our program, whose main
ohjective s disinflation,” he
il

“The decrease in inflation
will be fell maore in the coming
period.” AFP

growth slows
but still solid

Activity in India's dominani

s Pwioes sector remained
upbsesid i July on rodust
ciermamicl, leading to stromg ok
creation, despite edevated cos
pressures poashing up selling-
price inflation to a seven-year
high, a survey showed.

The HSBC fnal India Services
Purchasing Managers” Index
fell marginally to 60.3 in
Judy Fromm 6005 in June and
was considerably below a
preliminary estimate of 611

The crverall pace of expansion
was sharp and the index
retmained absove the SO-mark
that separates coniraction fram
expansion for the 36th stragdit
momnth Rewters
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As of 2023, Southem Asin
acoounted for approvimatety
1.42 bllkan of the world's
internet users, followed by
Exstern Asio with over

1.31 bilikon.
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Start With Why

SIMON SINEK

In stuchying the leaders it provides a framework upon
whio have had the greatest which organizations can be
influsnca in the world, Simon bullt. And It all starts with wiy.
Sinek discoversd that they Diranwing on a wide rangs
all think, aot, and of real-life stores, Sinek
communicate n the g‘h“ weaves together a clear
eERRCT SAme wey o e viBlon of what it truly
Sinek calls thes e A e ane takas to lead and inspire,
powerful idea The B says & review published

Golden Gircle, and

Growth

Bahrain’s Q1 real
GDE up 5.:5%,
datashows

Bahrains economy grew 3.3
percent vearon vear in the
first quarter of 2024, according
to a quarterly coonomuc
performance report by the
Ministry of Finance, citing
prefiminary data from the
Information & eGovernment
Authorily.

The Gulf state’s noneail
groas domestic product
increased 33 peroent in the
period. contributing almost
5.5 percent to overall GDP,
while oil GDP grew 34
peroent, the peport sand, with
acoommoclation and food
=ervices, and financial services
and insurance among the top
performing sectors. Rewbers

111\ A

Outlook

Uk carinduastry
body cuts 2024
sales forecast

Britain’s auto industry body
citt its 20004 forecast for new
ciar sales on Monday, saving
weak private retail demand
for electric vehicles is an
overriding concern.

New car sales this year are
expected ta be at 197 million
units, down from an earlier
forecast of 1,98 million
units, the Society of Motor
Manulacturers and Traders
saiil.

The forecast cut comes
EVen a5 new car sales in
J1||'_|.' rase 2.5 percent vear
on year o L7517 units, 1s
24th consecutive month of
growth, as per SMMT data.
Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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The fimancial and banking sectors in
Saudl Arabda stand on a strong footing
and continue o sustain its momenium.

Goutom Sashittal
SEG af KAFD D

stc Group provides unparalleled
gaming experience at ESW

sl Group, an engine of digital
transformatson, 15 plaving
a key role in driving Saodi
Arabia to become the world's
most connected and digitalized

natbon, in line with
2030, Furthermore, the group
iz supporting the Kingdom to
become the premier global hub
for gaming and esports,

Az an clite and [ounding
partner of the inaugural Esports
Warld Cup, sic Group s deliv-
ering  seamless  connectivity
across all compettion venues.

sic Group is a naming partner
for three key locations-—sic
Arena, sic Play Gaming Hall,

and ste TV World Cup Studios—
offering dynamic and immersive
digital and gaming cxperiences.
Ag part of its commitment to
operational  excellence,  the
group is providing a range of
services desipned to optimize
network  performance and
enhance the gaming experiendce
for gamers and awdiences alike,

To ensure an  exceptional
gaming expericnce, stc Group
established one of the FArst
andd largest opeErating centers
deedicated w0 monitoring  the
gaming services  infrastroc-
ture [n real tme, supporied by
high resolution I68-megapixel
screens for confinuous world-
class service optimization.

sic Group’s service optimiza-
ton and tracking capabilitiesare
[urther enhancing the gaming
expertcnce. By monitoring over
25 online games and streaming
[I* addresses, sic Group guaran-
bees & 100 percent optimal path

[or connectivity, Sophisticated

YVision

Or
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stc Group ks a naming partner for
throo hey locations—stc fana,
wte Play Gaming Holl, and ste

TV Warld Cup Studias—afering

chynamic and fmmeralva digital
and gaming axpariances, S o0l

DIGITALLY SOUND

.
i it

ol network trafhc.

sic Groups commitment to
seamless connectivity includes
achieving significant  latency
reduction across key gpaming

:..I-.:."l'_ll'. > X

optimizing link ufilization to
maintain less than 70 percent
usage during peak times and
implementing end-to-end
quality of service configura-

The group’s extensive range
of services and cuotting-edpe
connectivity  solutions  are
integral to this transformation,

aligning with Vision 2050 goal

software conducts forensic servers, cnsuring a highly tions, sic Group guaraniees  of establishing the Kingdom as
analvsison IPs, ensuring precise respoitsive  and  outstanding smoocthh and  undmterrupted a premier global gaming and
and  eMcient management EAming EX [T, By pameplay, esports destination,

HiGaGH PERFORMANCE EXFPANSION

Esports World Cup

heats up with HONOR
200 Pro at the helm

HONOR, a leading global
provider of smart devices, took
center stage at the prestigious
Esports World Cup 20024 in Sawdi
Arabia, The HONOR 200 Pro was
the official smartphone of the
tourmament, fuweling the compel-
itive spirit of the Honor of Kings
conpetition.

The Honor of Kings towrna-
ment broughl  together  the
worlds top esports  athletes
vying for a staggering share of
SLO00,000 prize pool, With
teams ke LD Gaming, Teamn
Vitality, Impunity Esports andd
mare, the competition heated up.
With millions of fans watching
worldwide, these elite plavers
demanded  peak  performance
from thedar devices. Thas is where
the HONOR 200 Pro steppsed
in, offering a powerhouse

combination  of  cuttng-edge
technology and features specifi-
cally designed to clevate mokbile
EAMINE cXperienoes.

The HONOR 200 Pro boasts
the Hghining-fast Snapdragon
He Gen 3 mobile processor,
ensuring  scamless  respon-
siveness and smooth graphics
rendering for even the most
demanding MOBA  titles like
Homor of Kings. But raw power is
anly half the story. The phones
innovative  All-range  Coaling
System 2.0 adopls a super-large
siainless stecl biomimetic VO
that offers  industry-leading,
ultra-high thermal conductivity
that helps keep the device cool
under pressure. This prevents
performance  throttling and
malntaining peak performance
throughout intense matches,

Emirates NBD launches
new branch in KAFD

Ermirates NBD, the leading banking
group I the Mpkdle East, North
Afnica, amd Turkive regmion, has
opened a new branch in the King
Abhchuliah Financial DEstrict.

In line with Emirates NEDS
strategic expansion plan, the new
branch consolidates the bank’s
presence in the Kingdom, extencding
its diverse range of services to more
CONSUMeTs,  communitees,  amd
entities across the country.

BAFD) stands as the largest
LEED-certifiec mdxed-use busimess
chistrict in the world. As a key driver
of Rivadhs economic amibations,
the district fosters a smart, sustain-
able  environment  oonducive
i mnosatlon,  eollaboration,
aml business growth, The new
Emurates NBID branch i EAFL) 15
sct to contribute to the achicve-
mment of the Ringom's Vision 2000

The afficlal epening bolaters Emirates NBD s netwark., Increasing s
total number of branches in the Kingdom to 18. Supplied

poaks and drmve the banslormation
of the country's Anancial services
indusiry.

The official opening bolsters
Erlrates NEIYs netwnrk,
creasng  ils  total
braneches i the Ringdom to 15,

Aazar All Khwaja, group head,
Intemationad & Group Strategy,

pugnkber ol

Emirates NBD, saicl “As the |leachig
banking group in the Middie East,
North Africa, and Turkive region,
we are committed to transforming
the Sadl financtal services secior,
beveraging our expansive network,
partnerships and innovative offer-
mgs to empower consumers in the
Ringrlom.”

Corporate
Briefs
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SEDRA

ROSHN opens
sales for over

1,200 new units

ROSHN Group, Saudi Arabia’s
leacking real estate developer
and a PIF company, has an-
ncminced the release of 1,251
newy harees for sale in SEDRA
Phase 4, part of its flagship
Rivadh development and the
city's most desirable com:
Lty

The fourth phasze of SEDRA
commaunity, situated north
of the third phase, boasis a
stratesc location ofTering
PSS CONVERRETIl access
to shoppang and office arcas
in the ROSHN Frond. It is also
easily reachable via Airport
Ko and 1s close to two metro
statbons, Additionally, it is
near Panoess Nourah Univer-
sity, Imam Muhammad bin
Sand [slamic University, Ring
Rhahd International Airpordt,
and the 5AR train station.

Leadership

KROHNE appoints
new GM Tor
MEA region

REOHNE. a glohal leader in
industrial process instru-
mentation, 1s pleased o an-
nounce the appointment of
Jay Gadhawvi as the new gen-
eral manager for the Middle
East amd Africa region.
This stralegic appointment
underscores KROHNEs
ongoing commitment (o
Fostering sustainable in-
novation, strengthening
parinerships, and uphold-
g the family valoes that
define the company's
culture,

Jay Gadhavi brings a
wealth of experience in the
industrial measurement
technology sector, having
heeld several key leadership
pasitions within KRHOHNE,

Kasperaky

Novice cyber-
criminals are a
bigger threat

Raspersky s Global Ke-
search and Analysis Team
has published a report
describing the recend
ransomware attacks with
the use of leaked code. This
reseanrch sheds light on the
tols and methods atilized
by both organized ransom-
ware groups and individual
attackers.

With a vast array of tools
and samples at their dispos-
al, organized ransomware
cybercriminal groups aften
have PFOPRIELArY Fanson-
ware samples, while stand-
alome criminals frequently
rely on leaked DIY variants
Lo launch their attacks.
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Internationsl Odlymple Committes President

Thomas Baoh attends tha medal ceremony Tor the
men's foll team competition during the Paris 2024

Olymples ot the Grand Palaks in Paris on Sunday, i r

rio crowned championsin

-

&’ Sport News

IHIFLE DELIGHI

Esports World Cup Super Sunday

KPL Dream Team earn ‘Honor of Kings' gold, Alliance seize ‘Apex Legends
success, and Team BDS make ‘Rainbow Six Siege” history in Saudi Arabia

Arab Mews ot

The Esports World Cup's
Super Sunday in Rivadh
had three champlons
crowned, with KFPL Dream
Team taking the “Honor of
Kings Invitational Serles
2024 Midseason,” Alllance
Lhe “Apex Legends”
contest, and Team BDS

the “Rainbow Six Siege”

competition.

The world's largest gaming and
esports  festival, which has a
record-breaking prize pood of 360
millicn, had 37 million presented
ta the competitors at Boulevard
Rivadh City,

RPL Dream Team  clabmeesd
21 milllon with an astonishing
"Honor of Rings" performance
ening through the entire tourna-
ment without losing 4 single
roanid. The Chinese stars swept
LI} Gaming MY 3-0 in the final,

embl, whose real name 8
Jia T, the coach of RPL Dream
Team, sail; “Its because of
the tcamwork. We have pood
techniques and we worked hard
for this event, Ti's been a longe
Hme that we've been plaving Ls
game. This 15 how we can take
thix event, T woukd lke 1o thank
our fans. They came all the way
from China to support us herc.
The facilitics here are excellent.
[t has been great 1o play herve”

Thae story of the day, however,
was “Hanbow Six Seege” where
Team BIXS followed wp their 2022
and 2023 successes at Gamerss,
organized by the Saudi Esports
Federatlon, Not only did they
create gaming history, but they
did so by sweeplng wim esporis
3-01 in the final,

Team BN analyst eaglemises,
real name Mees van der Arend,
said: “We are all very happy
at being Gamers8 and Esports

Warld Cup back-to-back-to-hack
champions, Tdon't think there are
any leams thal have been alile 1o
by this and create history. We're
elated. Emodions are mmning
high. Now we take some time to
relax and then focus on our nex
lournament.”

The Swiss/French organdssa-
fion eamed 7500800 for thelr
fournament-winming explots. In
the “Apex Legends” tournamend
at the SEF Arena at Boulevard
Hivadh City, Alliance took home

Team BDS celebrate
winnlng Rainbow $ix Slege’
at tha Esports Waorld Cup in
Riyadh. Suppled

the 2E00000 top prize in seresa-
ponal style, The Swedish side
pipped hometown heroes Team
Faleons for the titke.

Allianee siar Hakis, real name
John Hakansson, sapl "I fecls
ammaang. IS sull kind of anreal —
after 14 games of ‘Apex Legends.!
vou are kind of cooked in the

brain. Overall, I'm pretty empty
ani SUpeEr, super tiredd bt ST
fappy and supr excitec. Tt still
closs Freed unmeal.”

Hakis added: "1 think the
most pleasing thing for us was
definitely making the revenge. We
fead s chance 1o win the whaole
iormament in the game before
14 and we had to go again, To
win the next game fell amazing
This is probabdy one of the closes
towrnaments we over played.

“Falcons plaved amazing

Theyre definitely a  very
respecied team and one of the
mosl siccessiul o the  whole
game. Personally, T find it funny
when the fans ame checring for
Falcoms, Thevre so passionate.
Wi were kind of making jokes
mid-game  ourselves belng  like
‘Leet’s go. Falcons!l® They're pretty
gppecdal amed it 15 what it ="

The Esports Warld Cup, which
began on July 3 and mims undal
Aug. 25 features 22 global compe
titkomis in 21 leading zames.

MIXED MARTIAI

ARTS

"Thank God, I make everyone happy,
Nurmagomedov says after UFC win in Abu Dhabi

Arab Mews A-u Dhan

Umar Nurmagomedow  has
dedicated his victory over No,
a-ranked bantamwelght Cory
Sandhagen at UFC Fizght Night
in Abu Dhabi on Sunday to

his family
Maintaining his undefeated
record, Nurmazomedoy s

Victory now moves him a step
closer (oa UFC tiile shot.

The  Dagestand
whose record now stands  at
[5-0-4}, cxecuted a master class,
overpowering Sandhagen (17-5-00
from start 1o Onksh, Al judges
soinre] Ul boul m mvor ol
Nurmagomedioy,

Cormered by his  cousin
antl former UFC  hghtweighl

pvETTiseE,

champion EKhabibh  Nurma-
somedov, he extended his UFC
winning streak to fve, further
Cementing his repulalon
&S5 i rising =tar,

"1 bring one more viclory in
the main event to my family,
and the legacy continues,” said
Nurmagomedov, “II was very
geod. It was very hard fighting
in front of my people, my father,
1:|I:II|'|r'!'i. | gl
pushed me a little bt And now,
thank Godd. 1 make everyvone
happy.”

He thanked the fans for their
support and asked them to come
and walch UFC 308: Topuria vs,
Holloway in Abu [¥habi on Oct.
26, “Its going o be very good
malchups. IU's going o be a pood

pressupe. 11

Umar Nurmagomedoy after
defeating Cory Sandhagen in
A bantimweight bout at UFC
Flght Night on Saturdsy in Abu

Dhabl NMurmagomaday wan by
unanlmoss declsdon. A

main event. I think I will come to
see this fight myself, personally”
The atmosphere was electric,

with a packed arena and a
rosier of celebrities, Inchoding
ehtweighit
Makhachev and

champlon  Istam

wiellerwerehil

champion Belal Muhammad.

Earlier in the night, the fighi
card Hved up o its billing with
shara Magomedovy winning a
unanimous decision over AMichal
Oleksicjceuk o their middle
wedght clash.

“This fight was my dream. I'm
happy, very, very happy. Eveny
time I'm conquering new ierri-
fay”  sald Magomedov, Last
||.iJ.:||I':-. ViICTOryY marks Magome-
dov’s thard stragght win o
the UFC.

Dieiveson Fipueiredo's impres
give victory over Maron Vera

in thelr bantameeeight  battle

wias anodher highlight of the
night. “It's great to be back here,
fighting again, winning again,”
skl Figueiredo,

Sport
Briefs
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10C rules
Boxers with
gender issues
o siay pui

The tvwo female boxers af tye
hesart of a gender dispute at
the Paris Olvmpics will stay In
the coanpeltition lor as logngs as
they keep winning becaoss
they mieet all eligibility crite
ria, the International Olympéc
Commbttes said on Monday,

The [C is in charge ol
hodding the: booang tourma-
mient in Paris after stripping
recosnitbon of the Interna-
tional Boxing Association
last year followimg faihare to
implement governance and
finance reforms,

Algerian boxer Imane
Rlvedil and Tatwan®s dowble
world champion Lin Yu-ting
have reached the semifinals
of thelr respective weight
divisiins Reuters

Hailed by Japan

Noah Lylesis
‘wworld’s lastest
anime fan’

Japanese media hailed Ofym-
pic 100m godd medalist Noah
Lyvies a5 the world's fastex
antmee fan after the American
celebrated his win by miming
an attack from “Dragon Ball®
Just five thousandihs
of a second separated Lhe
American champion from
Jamaica's Kishane Thompson
— & thrilling finish that was
fhe eveni s closest [n mockern

history, AFP

Euro soccar

Xavi Simons
extends on loan

at RB Leipzig

Faris Saint-Germains Dutch
mildbelder Xavi Simons has
extended his loan at BB
Leipzig by another year,
knocking back reporied in
terest from Bayern Munich.

FSG confirmed the boan on
Mondav bast stressed that the
dleal 15 "withoul the option (o
buy.” “Paris Saint-Germain
wishes Xavi a wonderful
season with BB Letpzag,” the
club =said in a statement.

The 2-vear-old, who
impressed with the Nether-
lancks al Euro 2024, sooring
Lthe: opener i the 2-1 semifinal
loss to England. turned in a
serics of fine performances
for Lelpziz last season. AFP
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Meghan Markle says she has yot to
‘scrape the surface” of hor sxparionceos
with the British royal family. “When you've
besn through any leved of paln or trauma,
| balleve part of pur healing jourmey,
cartainly part of mine, s belng able o ba

raally cpan abaut I ahe told CES Naws \ g

1é|'|

[ heSix

Regional breeds

"_"'-'-!'-.'f .

Aug. 8 marks World Cat Day,
Here, we take a ook at reslonal
bresds of our furry hest friends,

both cats amd dogs,

Egyptian Man

The Egvptian mau 1s an edegani,

spotied cat whose ancesiry may

date back 3,000 vears to the cats

wihvise images adorn the temples
in ancient Egyvpl.

-+

Arabian Maun

The Arabian Mau is indipenous
fo the Gulf and the breed is
intermationally recognized. Iti=s a
natural breed meaning that they
are from the place they originatec.

Bahraini Ddimun

The Bahraoa Tilodamn 15 akso
A natural breed. Due 1o living
in extreme heat, the breed
has adapied a short fur coat,
nocturnal behavioral iradis, and

afl ilfimny for waler

¥

saluki

I'he distinctive Saluki dog
breed has been a hunting
anid guard dog for the desert
|||'|||:-||' of the Arabian Peninsuka
for 5,000 years,

/s

Sloughi

[The Sloughi is from the Mazhreb
resdon of North Afrkcs and
supposedly dates back 1o 8,000-
7,000 BC, The dog's original
PLUIPOSE Wik 1D humt EdITNC,

l...'

Mq:ll Atlas
Mountain Dog

The Al Atles Mountain Dog hails
[rom Morooco's Atlas Mountaln
range. The breed's orginal
purpose was to protect people
and hvestock against preckators

5
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Blake Lively goes
floral with Elie Saab

Arab News | ool

US actress and

entrepreneur Blake Lively

Enows how to hring
the drama.

The actress has gone Full
throttle with a floral-themed
press tour for her upeoming
i, " Tt Encls Widh Us" whepe
her character, Lily Bloom, plays
a florist.

Liviely wias most recenlly
SE9T WEANnE an ensembde
from Lebanese couturier Elie
saah's Fall-Winter 20024 collec-
ton, opting for a sheer hlack
Blouse with embrojdered pasiel
Howers ind matching pants,
She completed the suit look
with a plaid coat.

The actress showed off the
looks i a recent Instagram post
in which she joked that her *It
Ends With Us” co-star Brandon
Sklenar changed his outfit to lel
her shine, " Find you a co-star
who changes his shirt to malke
yvirur outfit look best,” she
wrole.

This is nod the first time
Lhe actimess has opled [or
Arah designers on this press
CE]AN

Last wiek, she was spratle
wearng rings by US Egyptian
designer Jacquie Aiche, each
reflecting the designer™s signa-
fure bohemian-luxe aestheti

Faor that ook, Lively also
accessarized with two gold
hangles — one from the [alian
label Wagner Eleuteri and the
ather 'rom the US luxury house
Tiffany & Co. She completed
the ensemble with a godd chain
necklace from New York-bhased
chesigneT Brent Neale, [eatunng
a nature-mspired pendant.

For her outfit, Lively paired
a white crop top from the
Canadian retailer Aritzia wiih
a light green vest lvom Shop
Archive and patterned pants
[Tom the New York-based
incdependent ashion brand
Tanya Tavior, eatunng a mix
of floral and abstract designs
in earthy tones. The look was
fnished with strappy heels
o Aqieazeura angd a textured

Aoral bag from Chanel.

[n another post, Lively
sported a cashmere cardigan
fram her fremnd Goga Hadd™s
clothing brand, Guest in
Restdence, Hadld, who is of US,
Datch and Palestinean descenl,

designed the camel-colored
cardigan that Lively draped
over her arms. She paired i
With a mele dress |:-_'. Michael
Kars, featuring delicate lace
detalling and a scalloped
nermiline

Blaka Livaly

wienrs un Elis
Sonb suit whille

promoting har
film, 'it Ends With
e, instagram

Inset: Lively seen
woaring rings

by US Egyptian
deslgrer Jacqguiae
Alchn ST

Lively compieted the
outfit with white pointed-ioe
heels by Christian Louboutin,
providing a subtle contrast
b the newiral tones. For
jewelry, she chose earrings
rom Brend Nejle.
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H BO drops
reel of
upconing
shows

Arab Mews Dubo

HEBO released preview lootage of
sevieral eaperly anticipated new
i r-:'t'iu'nlm: series — Including
thie second season of *The Last of
Us" amd first season of the “Game
af Thrones™ pregued “A Enkght of
the Seven Ringdoms”

The trader ran before the
second season finale of *"House
of the Dragon,” and inchaded
footage from “The White Lotus™
season 4 and "It spin-off scTics
“It: Welcome to Derry,” plus
new superhern parody “The
Framchise™ and upooming seasons
of “The (rilobed Ape” and “Amd
Just Like That ..." and more.

Several of the "hig” titles will
debut in 20025 — including the
second seazon of “The Last of
Us" "Welcome to Derry,” amd "A
Knight of the Seven Ringdoms.”

Justin Simien
on losing
‘Lando’ series

drab Nows Dobo

LS filmmaker Jostin Simien
opened wpr about te grief he feli
after DRsney's dsCesion o serap
his “Star Wars: Lando™ series,

The filvwmaker recently told
Collicher thai U [resMsCl Was
shelved despite reaching a
gipmificant stage in the develop
eIl process. I was pretty
developed,” Simben sald,

This oGk an emodional 1all on
the " Haunted Mansion®™ director,
“For me, the answer is that vou
have to really face it. 1t is true
erief)” b said. “You pour sao
much of vour heart and soul into
something bat, ultimately, vou
don't have contral over whether
i lbves or dies,”
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‘Paper Mario: Thousand-Year Door’ brings modern

James Densalow | cnon

Pwenly yvears after its original
reelease an the Nintendo
GameCube, “Paper Mario: The
Thousand-Year Door™ refums
bo caplivate a new generatyon of
gamers on the Nintendo Switch.

This updated version features
modern graphics, refied
starylines and a host of new
features Ul ek g res-
sibility, all while retaining the
charm that endeared it to fans
v chiscaddes agn,

Cme of the hallmarks of the
“Paper Mano™ series, and indeed
the broader Mano franchise, is
its vibrant and bold cobor paleite,
slick interface and the madden-

ingly sddictive backpround music

that pavers have come to love,
The transition 1o the Nintendo
switch allows for a visually
stunning remdition of the classic
BT, TRARINGE I an &8sy Win fod
Mintendo as they retntrodoces
this bedoved title to a loval and
supportive fanbase. Although
the Paper Mano senes occupies a

'‘Paper Mario: The Thousand-Year
Cipor retums o onptivate o new
genarntion of gnmears. S000000

somewhat niche space within the
brger Mario universe, it stands
otit for its creativity, homor and
inmovative gameplay mechanics.
The storyline ol “The
Thousand-Year DooeE™
aroarnd a mystersous treasiine
fidden behind the titular door,
[he original game was lauded
for its engaging narrative,
memnelil 'l:'hl. iFac = iIIIII
ehhanced gameplay mechanics,
and these elements have been
preserved and polished in the

Swilch version. Plavers guice

Fevilvies

updale

the 21 paper version of Mario
through a richly detailed 3D
workd populated by familiar
faces from the Mario universe,
This bdend of two-dimensional
characiers in a three-dimenséonal
wiorlc creafes a unkgue visiial
and gameplay expericnoee that 1s
as captivating now as it was 20
VEArs A0,

With approximately 30 hours
of gameplay focused on the main
obhectives, " The Thowsand-Year
Dioor™ s nol the longest game by
RPGr stanciards,



