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Dear Readers,

It is with a sense of great delight and pleasure that we are
presenting the August 2024 issue of your favourite magazine
Pratiyogita Darpan. As usual, present issue of the magazine
contains useful material relevant to competitive examinations. Our
editorial board and the team of highly qualified and experienced :l
authors take painstaking efforts to present the study material,
keeping in view the requirements of our esteemed readers. We
are sure that if you read it intelligently and wisely, it will go a
long way in equipping you with knowledge to face the gruelling
battle of the examination and bring you the desired success.

We always try to understand the demands and requirements
': of our readers, their suggestions and changes in the pattern and >
content of the competitive examinations. We make all efforts
to include them, as far as possible, in successive issues of the
magazine. It gives us great satisfaction to know that our readers
have unanimously endorsed the utility of the magazine.

In the present issue, a number of core articles on important
national and international events, contributed by reputed authors,
( have been given. Some of the representative articles in the present >
issue of this magazine are : Ajit Doval Reappointed as NSA; New
Chief Ministers Sworn-in Four States; ISRO Announces Indo-
French Satellite Mission ‘TRISHNA’; Claudia Sheinbaum Elected
as Mexico’s First Female President; Kavli Prizes 2024; NIMHANS
Gets WHO Nelson Mandela Award 2024; WEF Global Gender Gap
Index 2024; WEF Global Energy Transition Index 2024; Global
I: Peace Index 2024; French Open 2024; BWF Indonesia Open 2024. >

The most important section of the Magazine contains a
number of question papers selected from various competitive
examinations. They have been solved with relevant hints in short,
but clear-cut explanations. All efforts are made to provide error-
free solutions. A careful study of and practice session with these
papers will be very useful to face any competitive examination.

( The columns Compendium, Test Your Knowledge, Memo- )
rable Points and Concentric Quiz have been widely appreciated
as trusted tools for the benefit of our readers. An intelligent study
and memorizing of their content will be highly useful in solving
questions in any future examination.

Pratiyogita Darpan gives you the best guidance and reading
material. Itis upto you to make the best use of it for a bright success
( in any competitive examination. :l

Read Pratiyogita Darpan regularly and intelligently. It gives
you the power to master your career and shape your destiny.

With best wishes for your brilliant success and bright future.

Sincerely yours,

| e |

(Editor)

All rights reserved. No part of this Magazine may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form by any means, Electronic, Mechanical,
Photocopying, Recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the
information published in this edition, neither publisher nor any of its emplayees accept any respansibllity for any error or omission. Articles that cannot be
used are returned to the authors if accompanied by a self addressed and sufficiently stamped envelope. But no responsibility Is taken for any loss or delay in
returning the material. PratiyogitaDarpan assumes no responsibility for statements and opinions advanced by the authors nor for any clalms made In the

advertisements published in the Magazine.
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[fe®;  Be Sensibly Sensitive
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Troubles galore in the world arise because of the fact that we are neither sensible, nor sensitive to the desired
level. In personal life as well as in our relation to others, it is of utmost importance that we are sufficiently
sensible and sensitive. We can also say that it is imperative for us to be sensibly sensitive. A sensible person
knows life in all its ramifications and acts as per the requirement of the situation. Being sensible also means
having adequate commonsense. There is need of commonsense at every step of life, otherwise we shall encounter
pitfalls and aberrations in abundant measure. A sensible person is respected in family, the society, here, there and
everywhere. On the contrary, a man bereft of commonsense does not command respect anywhere. Similarly, we
should be sensitive to life’s situations. Our reactions to situations must be based on adequate commonsense.
Being too much sensitive is fraught with innumerable troubles in personal, familial and societal existence. A too-
much sensitive person more often than not faces nervous disorders. But in relation to others we must be sensitive.
We should be sensitive to the sorrows, agonies and afflictions of others. Those who pity others’ sorrowful lives
and get ready to help them are sensitive. Those who are not sensitive to others’ sorrows are not really human
beings in the strict sense of the term. The whole discussion boils down to the fact that we should be sensibly

sensitive.

Quick to respond, is a sensitive
person. Slow to react is a sensible
person. We need to be both. We must
be sensitive enough to smell the rat,
but must take our own time to assess
the situation, lest we may land our
efforts in waste. The great modern
thinker, J. Krishna Murthi has written
in his famous book “At the Feet of

[t Mdbter thah [©uy higher)mind
should reqpond to the desires of the
astral body, but must know that it is
not ‘I’ that desires it, but the lower
mind. It is the donkey ridden by the
rider, that kicks against the pricks.”

Although the context of Krishna
Murthi’s discussion is different, yet it
tells in a very illustrative way how
one could control and lead in the
desired direction the donkey of
lower desires. To be sensitive to the
stimuli is good, but one must not be
led away by them. Being of pure and
unpolluted nature, young blood is
quick both to respond and react. But
one who is able to have control over
his reactions, is sure to go a long way
of a successful life, because he is the
master of the vehicles by which he is
destined to go on his journey.

Life is a journey through a series
of halts in the worldly sense and
through a series of incarnations in
the philosophical sense. We have
come a long way. We have vet to go
a long way.

The word journey implies a goal
and a road to be traversed. The trio
of destination, route and movement
ever go together and each has a
significance in relation to the other.
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Granted, that you have decided
your goal or the form of achievement
which you have before you. Then
comes the road you have to traverse.
You may reply that when the goal is
fixed, the road leading to it is auto-
matically known. But we are afraid
that the equation of goal and road
is not so simple as you think or

PES it tor BF -+ Thesroad, may lool

“the same to every tr‘a&rﬂ!ér"but the
atmosphere—the nature of halts and
difficulties on it, may be reacted to
differently by different persons,
because every person is an indivi-
dual and experiences are not trans-
ferable. Each one has his own sus-
ceptibilities and capacity to acclima-
tize and adjust. It is here how we are
able to set a favourable equation of
the road and the movements. So, it is
desirable to have first hand know-
ledge of the road to be taken and
not to undertake the journey at the
instance of someone else. In case
otherwise, the journey is doomed to
be a failure.

Power of grasping and retaining
as memory is nurtured in the cradle
of sensibility. In this context, these
words of Albert Einstein are of great
significance—"A human being is the
part of the whole, called by us the
universe. A part limited in time and
space, he has to experience his
thoughts and feelings as separated
from the rest, a kind of optical delu-
sion of consciousness. This delusion
is a kind of prison for us, restricting
us to personal likes and dislikes, our
task must be to free ourself from this

prison.” This can be done only if our
susceptibilities and reactions are well
within control of the mind. Striving
to be sensible in respect of our
susceptibilities is a part of liberation
referred to above.

If one is simultaneously aware
of the objective nature and the sub-
jective nature of thought or aware of

ol ed theawholeness/6F thought]/fheny,

is bestowed with realistic perteptlon
which in turn depends upon the
degree of control of our mind. This is
nothing but how we deal with the
messages given by the five senses—
which, in the world of practical life is
called prevailing of good sense. The
horse chestnut provides us with a
useful illustration. The fruit is sur-
rounded by a thick husk and shell. In
the course of time, the husk becomes
brittle and develops a number of
spikes. The spikes harden until a
protective pricky cover is formed. In
due time, the nut falls to the ground,
the shell breaks open and the shining
fruit is revealed. Only then is it
capable of producing a tree. Deve-
lopment of our good sense may be
related to the ripening of the chest-
nut. The sooner it is done, the sooner
our movements adapt themselves to
the conditions of the road, we have
chosen to tread. We can not tread on
the path, until we have, in some
measure rid ourselves of personal
idiosyncrasies. So, the first step to be
taken is to be the gaining of sensiti-
vity at all levels, the Physical, the
Astral, the Mental.

Pl
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Narendra Modi Takes Oath for
Third Consecutive Term as PM

MAMWMAR
WMWY

On June 9, 2024, the Narendra Modi-led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government was sworn in for its third term, marking a historic
moment in Indian politics,
® This event made Narendra Modi the second Prime Minister after

Jawaharlal Nehru to serve three consecutive terms.
® The swearing-in ceremony took place at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New

Delhi, marking the end of the 17th Lok Sabha session and the beginning

of the 18th Lok Sabha.

Arrival of International Dignitaries : Bhutan PM Tshering Tobgay,
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina, Maldives President Mohammad Muizzu,
Mauritius PM Pravind Jugnauth, Nepal PM P.K. Dahal Prachanda,
Seychelles Vice-President Ahmed Afif, and Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe arrived for oath-taking ceremony at the Rashtrapati
Bhawan.

Composition of the Ministry : The oath of office was administered to 72

Cabinet Ministers and Ministers of State by President Droupadi Murmu.

® The new Ministry comprises 30 Cabinet Ministers, five Ministers of
State with Independent Charge, and 36 Ministers of State.

® The team appears to be a mix of old and new, with 61 Ministers from
the BJP and 11 from its partners in the National Democratic Alliance.
Representation of Allies : Five leaders of the allies—H.D. Kumara-

swamy from Janata Dal(S), Jitan Ram Manjhi from Hindustan Awam

Morcha, Chirag Paswan from Lok Janshakti Party, Ram Mohan Naidu from

the Telugu Desam Party (TDP), and Rajeev Ranjan Singh ‘Lallan” from the

Janata Dal(U) have been given Cabinet berths. Jayant Chaudhary of the

Rashtriya Lok Dal and Pratap Rao Jadhav of the Shiv Sena Shinde faction

have been appointed Ministers of State (Independent Charge).

State-wise Representation : The Ministers are drawn from 24 States.
Social Representation : The Council of Ministers has a broad repre-
sentation of social groups, including 27 Other Backward Classes (OBCs), ten

Scheduled Castes (5Cs), five Scheduled Tribes (STs), and five minorities.
Veterans and Former Chief Ministers : At least 10 Ministers who have

been in the government for the past 10 years have made a repeat entry into

the government, including Rajnath Singh, Nitin Gadkari, Nirmala Sitha-
raman, Piyush Goyal, Giriraj Singh, and Kiren Rijiju.

@® Former Chief Ministers Shivraj Singh Chouhan from Madhya Pradesh,
Manohar Lal Khattar from Haryana, and Sarbananda Sonowal from
Assam, apart from Mr. Majhi and Mr. Kumaraswamy, were also sworn-
in.



List of Cabinet Ministers

Prime Minister Prime Minister and also incharge of :
@® Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
Shri Narendia Modi ® Department of Atomic Energy
® Department of Space
®  Allimportant policy issues and all other portfolios not allocated to any Minister
1. | Shri Raj Nath Singh ® Minister of Defence
2. | Shri Amit Shah ® Minister of Home Affairs
® Minister of Cooperation
3. | Shri Nitin Jairam Gadkari ® Minister of Road Transport and Highways
4. | Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda ® Minister of Health and Family Welfare
® Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers
5. | Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan ® Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
@® Minister of Rural Development
6. | Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman ® Minister of Finance
® Minister of Corporate Affairs
7. | Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar @® Minister of External Affairs
8. | Shri Manohar Lal ® Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs
®  Minister of Power
9. | Shri H.D. Kumaraswamy ® Minister of Heavy Industries
® Minister of Steel
10. | Shri Piyush Goyal ® Minister of Commerce and Industry
11. | Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ® Minister of Education
12. | Shri Jitan Ram Manjhi ® Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
13. | Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan Singh ® Minister of Panchayati Raj
® Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
14. | Shri Sarbananda Sonowal ® Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
15. | Dr. Virendra Kumar ® Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment
16. | Shri Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu ® Minister of Civil Aviation
A ri Pral Joshi @® Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution .
OR More Ne wspapers & Magaziige s ﬁmﬂtﬁ RQIARENE/ Faperiviagzin
18. | Shri Jual Oram @® Minister of Tribal Affairs
19. | Shri Giriraj Singh ® Minister of Textiles
20. | Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw @ Minister of Railways
® Minister of Information and Broadcasting
® Minister of Electronics and Information Technology
21. | Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia ® Minister of Communications
@ Minister of Development of North Eastern Region
22. | Shri Bhupender Yadav ® Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
23. | Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat ® Minister of Culture
@® Minister of Tourism
24, | Smt. Annpurna Devi ® Minister of Women and Child Development
25. | Shri Kiren Rijiju ® Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
@ Minister of Minority Affairs
26. | Shri Hardeep Singh Puri @ Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
27. | Shri Mansukh Mandaviya ® Minister of Labour and Employment
® Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports
28. | Shri G, Kishan Reddy ® Minister of Coal
® Minister of Mines
29. | Shri Chirag Paswan ® Minister of Food Processing Industries
30. | Shri C.R. Patil @ Minister of Jal Shakti

High Court Judge Registers First
‘Living Will’in Goa

AR ARRn
Mo W MW

On 31st May, 2024, Justice M.S. Sonak, who serves
on the Goa Bench of the Bombay High Court, became the
first person in Goa to register a ‘living will’ or an advance
medical directive for his family for when he cannot make
his own decisions.

PD/August/2024/10

Living Will : A ‘living will’ or an AMD is a docu-
ment that allows a person to leave instructions in
advance about whether medical treatment should be
continued or withdrawn if they become terminally ill or
end up in a vegetative state in the future.

@ For Example, an individual can give written direc-
tives before a major surgery, outlining their wishes
in case something goes wrong during or after the
procedure. This can include instructions regarding

e



the use of life support systems, such as ventilators,
in the event of a coma or failure to recover to a
normal situation.

The Supreme Court has recognized the validity of
such ‘living will” or advance directives in the context
of passive euthanasia.

Euthanasia : Euthanasia refers to the practice of an
individual deliberately ending their life, oftentimes to get
relief from an incurable condition or intolerable pain and
suffering. It be administered only by a physician, can be either
‘active’ or “passive’,
®  Active euthanasia : This involves deliberately causing

the patient's death through direct action, such as inject-

ing a lethal dose of a drug. In India, it is not allowed.

® Passive Euthanasia : It refers to the withholding or
withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment (e.g., ventilator)
when a patient is unable to make their own medical
decisions,

Santhara : A religious practice in Jainism also known as
Sallekhana is an ancient religious practice aimed at self-
purification. It primarily practiced by strict adherents, Jain
monks, and nuns. Anybody or old people who feels they have
achieved everything in their life. They slowly give up food
then water and finally a slow death. It is not the giving up of
life, but taking death in their stride.

In 2015, the Rajasthan High Court banned the practice,
considering it suicide. However, in 2016, the Supreme Court
of India stayed the decision of the Rajasthan High Court and
lifted the ban on Santhara.

Legalisation of Passive Euthanasia in India : The
Supreme Court of India legalised passive euthanasia in
~201 8, ca n havi a«
F JJ% "C}fil(éroti'nﬂ 1sylgefkg§en carg affe
by the NGO Common Cause. The Supreme Court
recognised the right to die with dignity as part of the
fundamental Right to Life under Article 21 of the
Constitution and allowed individuals to create
‘living wills’ to express their desires regarding future

medical procedures,

In 2023, the Supreme Court further eased the process
for passive euthanasia by changing certain existing
guidelines for 'living wills”".

Goa’s Implementation of ‘Living Will” Directives :
Goa is the first state in India to implement and opera-
tionalise advance medical directives, following the
Supreme Court's directives.

The process for creating a ‘living will" involves
drafting it as per the reference format in the presence of
two witnesses, getting it certified by a gazetted officer or
a notary, and forwarding it to the main Mamlatdar of the
taluka, who then sends it to the nodal officer appointed
by the District Collector for safe custody.

Cabinet Nod to 3 Crore Rural,
Urban Houses Under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana

™ maAam
LV VI Y B V]

On 10th June, 2024, the Prime Minister Modi, in the
first Cabinet meeting of his third term, approved govern-
ment assistance for the construction of three crore rural
and urban houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY).
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Key Highlights

® Out of the three crore houses, two crore will be cons-
tructed under PMAY-Gramin, while 1 crore under
PMAY-Urban.

® These additional 2 crore PMAY-G houses will be over
and above the 2:95 crore houses sanctioned under the
rural scheme since its inception in 2016. Out of these 2:95
crore, 2:61 crore have been built under the PMAY-G till
date.

Other Major Developments :

® Increased Assistance : The Central government has

recently decided to boost the support provided to

beneficiaries under the PMAY-G by approximately 50

per cent.

® Revised Construction Cost : As part of the enhanced
assistance, the cost of constructing PMAY-G houses has
been raised. In the plains, the construction cost has been
increased from the existing ¥ 1-2 lakh to ¥ 1-8 lakh, while
in hilly areas, it has been raised from ¥ 1-3 lakh to T 2
lakh,

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana : Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana was launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in June 2015 with an aim to provide affordable
housing. Over the last 10 years, a total of 421 crore
houses have been completed for these beneficiaries
under the scheme.
® Two components : Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

(Urban) (PMAY-U) for the urban poor and Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) (PMAY-G and also

PMAY-R) for the rural poor.

%Esmemgrap me/PaperME%Ir
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PMAY-U : It is under the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs :
® The scheme is being implemented through four
verticals : Beneficiary Led Construction/Enhance-
ment (BLC), Affordable Housing in Partnership
(AHP), In-situ Slum Redevelopment (ISSR) and
Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS).
Beneficiaries : Individuals and families from
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS), lower-income
groups (LIG), and middle-income groups (MIG)
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who do not own a pucca (permanent) house and
wish to avail financial assistance for acquiring or
constructing a home.

® Basic amenities : All houses under PMAY-U have
basic amenities like toilet, water supply, electricity
and kitchen.

® Offers Subsidy : The scheme offers a range of
benefits, including a Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme
(CLSS) that provides an interest subsidy for home
loans.

® Continuation of PMAY-U up to 31st December,
2024 : In August 2022, the Union Cabinet approved
continuation of PMAY-U up to 31st December, 2024
with all verticals, except CLSS, for the completion of
already sanctioned houses till 31st March, 2022,
PMAY-R : It is under the Ministry of Rural Deve-

lopment.

® Objective : It aims
to provide pucca
houses with basic
amenities to all
eligible houseless
households  and
households living
in kutcha and § :
dilapidated house } ! 3
in rural areas by g; & E
2024.

@ Targeted Beneficiaries : The scheme targets house-
holds that do not own a pucca house and fall under

FORbMgespem

3.17.83.382

2,62.40,188
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® Identification of beneficiaries : Beneficiaries are
selected through a rigorous three-stage validation
process that includes the Socio-Economic Caste
Census 2011, Gram Sabha approvals, and geo-tag-
ging. This ensures that aid reaches the most deser-
ving individuals.

@ Structure of houses : The SECC data categorizes
houses as ‘Kuccha’ or ‘Pucca’ based on the predo-
minant material used in the walls and roof of the
house.

SECC : SECC stands for Socio-economic and Caste
Census, It is a census conducted in India to gather data on
various socio-economic indicators and caste information.
® The SECC data is collected through a questionnaire-

based survey conducted by enumerators who visit

households.

® The data collected includes information on the structure
of houses, ownership status, and socio-economic status
of households.

® The SECC data is used for various purposes, such as
identifying beneficiaries for government programs and
schemes, including the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana and the National Food Security

Act. Also used for Aadhaar and Mobile Governance

(JAM).

® Cost-sharing Mechanism : To ensure the successful
implementation of the PMAY-G, the Centre and
states share the expenses involved.
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® In plain areas, the sharing ratio is 60:40, with the
Centre bearing 60% of the cost.

® In northeastern states, two Himalayan states, and
the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, the ratio
is 90:10, with the Centre providing 90% of the funds.

® For other Union Territories, including Ladakh, the
Centre bears the entire cost.

Advisory on RTE Entitlements and
Nutritional Support for Children
with Special Needs

mmaAm
[V

On 7th June, 2024, The Ministry of Education has
issued an advisory to all states and Union Territories
(UTs) to ensure the Right to Free and Compulsory
Education entitlements and nutritional support under
PM-Poshan to Children with Special Needs.

Key Highlights

The advisory is a significant step towards achieving the
goals of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 :
® RTE Entitlements : It highlights the importance of

taking necessary measures to ensure that all Children

with Special Needs (CwSN) in government/govern-
ment-aided inclusive, home-based, or special schools
receive their entitlements under the Right to Education

(RTE) Act.
® Inclusive Education : The advisory also emphasizes the

need for interventions under the Inclusive Education

component of the Samagra Shiksha Scheme to support
aioaedaperMagzine
® Nutritional Support : Additionally, it calls for providing
nufritional support to CwSN through the Pradhan

Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PM POSHAN) to ensure

their overall well-being.

The 2019 “State of the Education Report for India :
Children with Disabilities” considered the 2011 census, which
indicated that there are 78,64,636 disabled children in India,
constituting 17 per cent of the total child population.

Objectives of NEP 2020 and Samagra Shiksha
Scheme : The National Education Policy 2020 aims to
achieve equity and inclusion of all children, including
CwSN, as defined under the Right of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016. The Samagra Shiksha scheme of
the Ministry is fully integrated with the objectives of
INEP 2020.

Right to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act : The Right to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act, 2009, mandates that all children between the ages of
6 and 14 years have the right to free and compulsory
education.

RTE entitlements are a major intervention under the
Centrally sponsored Samagra Shiksha Scheme, providing
financial support to states and UTs for various aspects of
school education, including free uniforms, free textbooks,
and special training for out-of-school children.

Inclusive Education Component : The Inclusive
Education (IE) component within the Samagra Shiksha
program strives to guarantee fair access to high-quality
education for CwSN.



It offers financial assistance through targeted inter-
ventions, such as identification and assessment camps,
aids and appliances, transportation support, scribe and
escort allowance, Braille books, large print books, stip-
ends for girls with special needs, and teaching-learning
materials.

PM POSHAN Scheme : The Centrally sponsored
PM POSHAN scheme provides nutritional support to
children from pre-primary to Class VIII of government
and government-aided schools.

NSE Indices Launches India’s
First Electric Vehicle (EV) Index

AR RRAR
[PV

On 30th May, 2024, NSE Indices Ltd., a subsidiary of
the National Stock Exchange, has launched the EV and
new-age automotive index.

O This is the first-ever electric vehicle (EV) index in

India.
® The index aims to track the performance of com-

panies involved in the EV ecosystem.

Facilitating Investment Opportunities : NSE Indices
aims to support the growth of the EV industry in India.
® The launch of the Nifty EV and new-age automotive

index will create opportunities for asset managers to

invest in the electric vehicle and new-age automo-
tive market.

® It provides an investment vehicle for investors and
facilitates the creation of investment products.
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government has been proactive in framing policies to

promote EV adoption and attract investments from

global EV manufacturers.

® The government aims to boost the Make in India
initiative by encouraging the manufacturing of EVs
with the latest technology in the country.

Index Details : The base date for the index is April 2,
2018, with a base value of 1,000.
® The index will be reconstituted semi-annually and

rebalanced quarterly.
® [t focuses on companies involved in the EV eco-

system or the development of new-age automotive
vehicles and related technology.

Benchmark for Asset Managers : The index is
expected to act as a benchmark for asset managers. It will
be a reference index tracked by passive funds, including
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), index funds, and
structured products.

Fire Safety Regulations and
Enforcementin India
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The recent fire tragedies at a gaming zone in
Guijarat’s Rajkot and a children’s hospital in Delhi, claim-
ing the lives of at least 40 people in a span of 24 hours,
have highlighted the importance of fire safety regula-
tions and the need for stringent enforcement of safety
measures in buildings vulnerable to man-made disasters.
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Fire Accidents in India : According to the latest
Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India (ADSI) report
released by the National Crimes Records Bureau (NCRB),
there were over 7,500 fire accidents in 2022, resulting in the
deaths of 7,435 people.

These numbers indicate that fire accidents continue to
cause heavy casualties in India, despite previous tragedies
such as the 1997 Uphaar Cinema tragedy in Delhi and the
2004 Kumbakonam fire that killed 90 school children.

India's Model Code for Fire Safety

India has a model code for fire safety known as the
National Building Code (NBC). The NBC serves as the
central standard for fire safety in India and was
published by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) in
1970, with the last update in 2016.

National Building Code (NBC) : Provides detailed
guidelines for general construction requirements, main-
tenance, and fire safety of buildings. Instructions on fire
safety are found in Part 4 of the Code.

Responsibilities of State Governments : Fire services
fall under the jurisdiction of State governments as a municipal
function in the 12th Schedule of the Constitution.
® State governments are responsible for fire prevention

and ensuring the safety of life and property.
® Safety measures are implemented through the State Fire

Services Act or building byelaws.

Incorporation of NBC recommendations by State
Governments : NBC recommendations on minimum fire
safety and rescue measures are mandato r State
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these recommendations in their local building byelaws.

Model Building Bye Laws 2016 : Issued by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
® Guides States and Union Territories (UTs) in

framing their respective building byelaws.
® Prescribes norms for fire protection and safety

requirements.

Guidelines by the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) : NDMA also provides guidelines on
fire safety at homes, schools, and hospitals.
® Includes instructions on maintaining minimum open

safety space, protected exit mechanisms, dedicated

staircases, and conducting evacuation drills.
® These guidelines complement the NBC's elements.

Provisions of National Building Code : The
National Building Code acknowledges that achieving
absolute fire safety is challenging. However, it empha-
sizes that specific measures can be implemented to
reasonably attain a certain level of safety from fire
incidents.

Demarcation and Restrictions : The Code establishes
demarcation and restrictions regarding the construction
of buildings in fire zones.

1. Residential areas, educational institutions, and insti-

tutional buildings are classified under Fire Zone 1.

2. This classification ensures that industrial and
hazardous structures are not in close proximity to
residential, institutional, and business buildings.



Classification of Buildings : The National Building
Code classifies buildings into nine groups based on
occupancy.

@ For example, residential buildings fall under Group
A, while hospitals are categorized under Group C,
and assembly buildings like marriage halls and
multiplexes are classified under Group D.

® The code requires different fire safety standards for
each category of buildings
Construction Materials : The Code specifies the use

of non-combustible materials in building construction to

reduce the risk of destructive fires and minimize danger
to life before evacuation can take place.

It also mandates that internal walls of staircase
enclosures should be made of materials such as brick-
work, reinforced concrete, or any other construction
material with a minimum rating of 120 minutes.

Preventing Fire Spread : The Code provides guide-
lines for preventing the spread of fire within buildings.

@ It outlines regulations on maximum building height,
floor area ratio, open spaces, and the provision of
openings in walls and floors.

® These measures are intended to hinder the rapid
spread of fire and facilitate safe evacuation in case of
emergencies.

PM Inaugurates New Nalanda
University Campus in Bihar

AR
MMM NN

On 19th June, 2024, the Prime Minister Modi inau-
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international University, close to the site of the ancient
ruins of Nalanda in Rajgir, Bihar.

Historical Background

@ The university was established in 427CE by Emperor
Kumaragupta I and thrived for over 800 years until
the 12th century CE.

® It was considered the world’s first residential uni-

versity, attracting
scholars and
students from

various parts of
the world, includ-
ing China, Greece,
and Persia.

® At its peak, Nalanda University was home to 2,000
teachers and 10,000 students, making it a renowned
centre of learning and intellectual pursuit.

® The Chinese travellers such as Hieun Tsang and I-
Tsing visited Nalanda and studied Buddhism,
contributing to the rich history of foreign scholars at
the university.

® Nalanda University faced destruction multiple
times, with the most significant destruction occur-
ring around 1200 CE by Turkish invader Bakhtiyar
Khilji.

Reviving Nalanda : In 2006, then President A.P.].

Abdul Kalam officially proposed the ‘reviving' of

Nalanda.

PD/August/2024/14

@ The logo of the Nalanda University illustrates the
Nalanda way, , “Man living in harmony with man,
man living in harmony with nature, and man living as
part of nature.”

@® The campus infrastructure has been created as a Net-
zero campus blended with emerging technologies.

@® The Campus is set in 455 acres. Tt comprises over 100
acres of water bodies, 300 acres of green landscaping
works, 6:5 MW Solar Farm, 1:5
create a carbon neutral and zero waste campus.

[ ] Compressed Stabilized Earth Blocks (CSEB) were used
instead of common burnt clay bricks.

Efficient water management system with indigenous
‘Ahar-Pyne’ method was applied, along with the Decen-
tralized Waste Treatment (DeWAT) systems.

Thermal resistance with thick cavity walls with Desic-
cant Evaporative (DEVAP) technology was used for
cooling / heating of the buildings.

® The proposal to re-establish Nalanda was endorsed
at the East Asia Summit in Mandaue, Philippines in

2007 and reiterated in the East Asia Summit of 2009

in Hua Hin, Thailand.
® 17 countries other than India helped set up the

university, and their ambassadors attended the
inauguration ceremony.

Establishment and Growth : The Bihar Assembly
passed the University of Nalanda Bill in 2007 to facilitate
the creation of a new, international university. In 2013,
the masterplan for the campus was chosen after an inter-
national competition.

Centre of Research and Learning : Nalanda Univer-
iy ity s gty St batch b e, pdents i

vatious schools. y v
® Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen became
the University’s first Chancellor and then-President

Pranab Mukherjee became the first Visitor.

Since 2014, four more schools have been established,

and the university currently offers a variety of

courses.

The university currently offers two-year Master's

courses, Ph.D. programmes, and a few diploma and

certificate courses.

Legacy and Significance : Nalanda University was
an ancient centre of learning and among the first great
universities in recorded history, predating institutions
like Al-Azhar in Egypt, the University of Bologna in
Italy, and Oxford University in England.
® The university was a leading centre for the teaching

of Mahayana Buddhism, but it also featured other

areas of education, attracting students from various

Asian countries.

B. Mahtab Takes Oath as Pro-tem
Speaker of 18th Lok Sabha

On 24th June, 2024, President Droupadi Murmu
administered oath to BJP member B. Mahtab as ‘Speaker
Pro-tem’ of the newly-constituted 18th Lok Sabha.

Who is the Pro-tem Speaker ?

® The Speaker of the Lok Sabha, as the presiding
officer, is responsible for carrying out specific
important tasks during the daily proceedings.
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® According to Article 94 of the Indian Constitution,
the Speaker must
remain in office
until just before
the first session of
the House of the

People following

its dissolution.
® The election of the Speaker in the new Lok Sabha is

determined by a simple majority. In the interim, a

Pro-tem Speaker is appointed to fulfil certain crucial

responsibilities.
® The term ‘Pro-tem’ signifies “for the time being’ or

‘temporarily”.
® While the Constitution does not explicitly mention

this position, the official handbook on the Ministry

of Parliamentary Affairs outlines the 'Appointment
and Swearing-in of the Pro-tem Speaker'.

Selection process of pro-tem speaker : The hand-
book states that in the event of a vacancy in the position
of the Speaker before the establishment of a new Lok
Sabha, the President appoints a member of the House as
the pro tem Speaker to fulfil the duties.
® The primary responsibility of the pro tem Speaker is

to administer the oath to the newly elected MPs.
® As per Article 99 of the Constitution, every member

of the House must take an oath or affirmation before
assuming their seat. This is done before the

President or a person appointed by the President,

following the prescribed form in the Third Schedule
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® Typically, the President appoints three other elected
members of the Lok Sabha to administer the oath to
the MPs.

® According to the manual, the selection for this task
is usually based on seniority, considering the num-
ber of years of membership in the House. However,
there have been exceptions to this practice.

® Once a new government is formed, the Legislative
Department of the Government of India compiles a
list of the most senior members of the Lok Sabha.
This list is then forwarded to the Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs or the Prime Minister, who selects
one MP as the Pro-tem Speaker and three other
members to administer the oath.

President Murmu Rejects Mercy
Plea of Red Fort Attack Case
Convict
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President Droupadi Murmu has rejected the mercy
petition of Mohammed Arif alias Ashfag, a Pakistani
national and a member of the Lashkar-e-Taiba who was
sentenced to death in the nearly 24-year-old Red Fort
attack case in which three Army pemonnel were killed.

About Red Fort
Attack

During the attack
on the Red Fort, which
took place on the late

PD/August/2024/15

evening of December 22, 2000, two terrorists belonging to
Lashkar-e-Taiba entered the premises and initiated gun-
fire. Tragically, two soldiers from the Army’s Rajputana
Rifles Regiment and a civilian security guard lost their
lives. The terrorists managed to escape following the
attack.

Pardoning Power of the President in India

Article 72 of the Indian Constitution : Grants the
President the power to grant pardons or reduce the sentence
of a convicted person, particularly in cases involving capital
punishment.

Types of Pardoning : The President can exercise five
different types of pardoning powers mandated by law,
including Pardon, Commutation, Reprieve, Respite, and
Remission.

Judicial Review : The exercise of the President’s power
under Article 72 falls within the judicial domain and can be
examined by the Court through judicial review.

Extent of Power : The power under Article 72 is of the
widest amplitude and can contemplate a myriad of cases,
with facts and situations varying from case to case.

Executive Power : The President cannot exercise the
power of pardon independent of the government and has to
act on the advice of the Council of Ministers while deciding
mercy pleas and the President has also the right to retum the
advice for reconsideration if necessary. However, if the
Council of Ministers remains firm in their decision against
any changes, the President is obligated to accept it.

Governor's Pardoning Powers : Under Article 161, the
Governor in India also has pardoning powers. However,
unllke the President, the Governor does not have the autho-
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Article 161 does not grant such power.

Historical Context : Before independence, under Section
295 of the Government of India Act, 1935, the Governor-
General had the prerogative to commute, refute, or suspend
senten(.es

: Universities will be Allowed to
: Offer Admissions Twice a Year on
.| Lines of Foreign Varsities : UGC
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The University Grants Commission (UGC) has
approved a plan for Indian universities and higher
education institutions to offer admissions twice a year,
following the example of foreign universities.

Existing Process and Change : Previously, students
were admitted once a year, in a single academic session
that begins in July/ August.
® Now, the UGC's decision allows universities to

admit students in two cycles, in July/August and

then in January /February, to undergraduate, post-
graduate, and PhD programs.

Reasons and Benefits

® The decision is expected to benefit students who may
have missed admission in the July-August session
due to various reasons such as delayed board
results, health issues, or personal circumstances.

® Biannual admissions will help students maintain
motivation, as they do not have to wait for a full
year to be admitted if they miss the current cycle.



® Industries can conduct campus recruitment twice a
year, potentially improving employment opportun-
ties for graduates.

Benefits for Higher Education Institutes
(HEISs)

® Biannual admissions will enable HEIs to plan
resource distribution, including faculty, labs, class-
rooms, and support services, more efficiently, lead-
ing to a better functional flow within the university.
® Adoption of a biannual admission system can
enhance international collaborations and student
exchanges, thereby improving global competitive-
ness and aligning with global educational standards.
Biannual admissions will not be mandatory for
HEIs. It is a flexibility provided by the UGC for institu-
tions that have the necessary infrastructure and teaching
faculty and wish to increase their student intake or offer
new programs in emerging areas.

Bihar, Andhra Pradesh’s Demand
for Special Category Status
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With the completion of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
the demand for Special Category status to Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar is again gaining attention.

| F
r "
- \; & /7" ©Hilly terrain

ALY ==
\L/J © Economic

About Special Category Status : Special Category
Status is a classification granted to some States by the
Centre to assist development, based on geographical
and socio-economic disadvantages.
® The scheme was introduced in 1969 on the recom-

mendation of the Fifth Finance Commission.
® Five factors that are considered before granting SCS

to a State :

Hilly and difficult terrain

2 Low population density and/or sizeable share

of tribal population

[  Strategic location along international borders

1 Economic and infrastructural backwardness

3 Non-viable nature of State finances.
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® Currently, 11 States in India—Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura, and Uttarakhand have Special Category
Status.

Benefits of Special Category Status for a State :
Special Category Status (5CS) is a classification given by
the Central government to assist in the development of
states that face geographical and socio-economic dis-
advantages.

@ Financial Assistance : States with special category
status receive 90% assistance in the form of grants
and 10% as loans at zero interest rate from the
central government, while normal states receive 70%
as loans and 30% as grants.

@ Preferential Treatment in Getting Central Funds :
Special category states enjoy preferential treatment
in receiving central funds, which can significantly
aid in the state’s development and welfare pro-
grams.

® Concession on Excise Duty : These states also
receive concessions on excise duty to attract indus-
tries, which can stimulate economic growth and
industrial development within the state.

® Allocation of Central Budget : A significant portion,
approximately 30%, of the Centre’s gross budget is
allocated to special category states, providing them
with substantial financial support.

@ Centrally Sponsored Schemes and External Aid :
The Central government bears 90% e state
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external aid, while the remaining IO”" is prowded as

a loan to the state at zero percent interest rate.

Railways Conducts Trial Run on
World’s Highest Arch Rail Bridge
in Jammu & Kashmir

LB B
[T I S T Y]

On 20th June, 2024, the Indian Railways success-
fully conducted a trial run of a eight-coach MEMU train
on the world's highest railway bridge—Chenab Bridge
in Jammu & Kashmir, paving the way for the start of rail
service on the route from Reasi to Baramulla in Kashmir.

Significance of the
Trial Run : The trial
run marks a significant
milestone in the Udha-
mpur = Srinagar - Bara-
mulla Railway Link
project, enhancing con- &
nectivity and fostering
regional development.

Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)
Project : The Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project, including the 48:1 km long Banihal-
Sangaldan section, was inaugurated by PM Narendra
Modi on February 20, 2024.

The work on the Udhampur Srinagar Rail Link pro-
ject is expected to be completed by or before the end of
2024, extending rail service up to Reasi from Baramulla.




Chenab Rail Bridge : The Chenab Rail Bridge, con-
structed 359 meters above the Chenab River in Jammu
and Kashmir, is some 35 meters taller than the Eiffel
Tower.

The 1,315-meter-long bridge is part of a broader
project aiming to make the Kashmir valley accessible by
the Indian Railway network.

Patna High Court Strikes Down
65% Quota in Bihar

On 20th June, 2024, the Patna High Court set aside
the amendments passed by the Bihar legislature in
2023 to increase the reservation Backward Classes (BC),
Extremely Backward Classes (EBC), Scheduled Caste
(SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) from 50% to 65% in
educational institutions and government jobs.
® The High Court set aside the amendments as ultra

vires and violative of the equality clause under

Articles 14, 15, and 16 of the Constitution of India.

History of the 50% Ceiling for Quotas : The 50%
ceiling for quotas was introduced by the Supreme Court
in its landmark 1992 decision in Indra Sawhney v Union
of India to ensure ‘efficiency’ in administration.
® The 6-3 majority verdict upheld the 27% quota for

socially and economically backward classes and set

two important precedents : the criteria to qualify for
reservation is ‘social and educational backwardness’,
and it reiterated the 50% limit to vertical quotas
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tional amendment in 1994 inserted the Tamil Nadu

reservation law breaching the 50% limit into the Ninth

Schedule of the Constitution, providing it with a ‘safe

harbor’ from judicial review.

® In May 2021, a fivejudge SC Bench unanimously
struck down a Maharashtra law that provided reser-
vation to the Maratha community as unconstitu-
tional, holding that the quota limit could not exceed
50%.

@ Similar to the Maratha issue are the cases of Patels in
Gujarat, Jats in Haryana, and Kapus in Andhra
Pradesh.

Kozhikode in Kerala Declared
India’s First UNESCO ‘City of
Literature

On 23rd June, 2024, Kozhikode in north Kerala,
known for its rich cultural heritage, was officially
declared as India’s first UNESCO ‘City of Literature’.
® In October 2023, Kozhikode had earned a place in

the ‘Literature’ category of the UNESCO Creative

Cities Network (UCCN).
® The state government announced that from the

coming year, June 23 will be celebrated as the ‘City

of Literature’ Day of Kozhikode, with special awards
to be announced in six categories.

Significance : The designation as a UNESCO City of
Literature honours Kozhikode's past contributions to
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Malayalam literature and sets the stage for future growth
and international collaboration in the literary arts.

Celebrations and Literary Activities

@ Four-Year Event Plan : Kozhikode will host a series
of literary and cultural activities over the next four
years to celebrate and promote its UNESCO City of
Literature status.

® Vibrant Literary Centres : Iconic locations like
Mananchira, Tali, and Kuttichira will be transformed
into vibrant centres for literary events, fostering a
dynamic environment for literary exchange and
creativity.

UNESCO Creative Cities Network : Gwalior and
Kozhikode from India are among the 55 new cities which
have joined the UCCN.
® With the latest additions, the UCCN now counts 350

cities in more than a hundred countries, represent-

ing seven creative fields: Crafts and Folk Art, Design,

Film, Gastronomy, Literature, Media Arts and Music.

UCCN Annual Conference 2024 : The newly desig-
nated Creative Cities are invited to participate in the
2024 UCCN Annual Conference from July 1-5, 2024, in
Braga, Portugal, under the theme ‘Bringing Youth to the
Table for the Next Decade’, as announced by UNESCO.

About Kozhikode : Also known as Calicut, Kozhi-
kode holds a rich historical and cultural significance,
serving as an ancient trading hub and the landing place
of Vacsco da Gama in 1498.

%ttps://teleﬁ!ﬂiﬂkiﬁaperﬂﬂagz ée

IGNCA Signs MoU with Sansad TV

On 13th June, 2024, the Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA) and the Sansad TV signed an agreement to
make Indian art and culture more accessible to the people.

Obijective : The MoU outlines a collaborative framework
where IGNCA will supply programmes and documentaries on
various cultural subjects, and Sansad TV, in turn, will provide
publicity, telecast the programmes, and offer technical assis-
tance in production.

About IGNCA : It was established in 1987 as an
autonomous institution under the Ministry of Culture, with the
goal of serving as a centre for research, academic pursuit, and
dissemination in the field of the arts.

About Sansad TV : Sansad TV is the official broadcast
channel of the Indian Parliament and broadcasts the proceed-
ings of the two Houses of Indian Parliament, as well as other
public affairs programming.

By partnering with Sansad TV, IGNCA can reach a wider
audience and promote a greater understanding and apprecia-
tion of Indian art, culture, history, and literature.

Two Lakh Plus NOTA Votes in Indore

Indore, in the 2024 Lok Sabha election, recorded over 2
lakh ‘None Of The Above’ (NOTA) votes, setting a new record
for the highest number of NOTA votes in any constituency to
date. The previous record was held by Gopalganj, Bihar, in 2019,
with 51,660 voters choosing the NOTA option.

Supreme Court Directive : The Supreme Court directed
the Election Commission of India (ECI) to introduce the NOTA
option for voters in September 2013 to protect the secrecy of
voters’ choice.
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Hon'ble President of India Smt.
Droupadi Murmu on June 27, 2024,
addressed the joint session of the
parliament after the constitution of
the 18th Lok Sabha. The first session
of the newly constituted 18th Lok
Sabha was started on 24th June, 2024
in the new building of the Parlia-
ment, while Rajya Sabha commenced
its session on 27th June, 2024. Key
highlights of the President’s address
are given below :

President commended the Elec-
tion Commission of India for con-
ducting the Elections to the 18th Lok
Sabha peacefully and fairly. The
success of this election of 2024 has
been an election of trust in policy,
intention, dedication and decisions :

® Trust in a strong and decisive
Government
Trust in good governance,
stability and continuity

Rt onlehty ng haid works
Trust in security and prosperity
Trust in Government's guaran-
tees and delivery.
Trust in India’s resolve to be
Viksit Bharat.

The President pointed out, “The
resolve to Reform, Perform and
Transform has made India the
fastest growing economy in the
world today. In 10 years, India has
risen to become the 5th largest
economy from being the 11th ranked
economy. From 2021 to 2024, India
has grown at an average rate of 8 per
cent annually. India has achieved
this growth amidst the global pan-
demic and despite ongoing conflicts
in different parts of the world. This
has been made possible due to
reforms and major decisions under-
taken in the national interest in the
last 10 years. Today, India alone is
contributing 15 per cent of the global
growth. Now, the Government is
striving to make India the 3rd largest
economy in the world”.

The Government is giving equal
importance to all the three pillars
of the economy—Manufacturing,
Services and  Agriculture, PLI
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schemes and Ease of Doing Business
have contributed to increasing
investments and employment oppor-
tunities on a large scale. Along with
the traditional sectors, sunrise sectors
are also being promoted in mission
mode. Be it semiconductor or solar;
be it electric vehicles or electronic
goods; be it green hydrogen or
batteries; be it aircraft carriers or
fighter Jets, India is expanding in all
these sectors.

In the last 10 years, the Govern-
ment has placed great emphasis on
every aspect of rural economy. Agro-
based industries, dairy and fishery-
based industries are being expanded
in villages. In this also, cooperatives
have been accorded priority. The
Government is creating a large net-
work of Farmer Producer Organiza-
tions (FPOs) and cooperative orga-
nizations such as PACS. A major
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to storage. Therefore, the Govern-
ment has commenced work on a
scheme to create the world’s largest
storage capacity in the cooperative
sector.

To enable farmers to meet their
small expenses, more than ¥ 3,20,000
crore have been disbursed to them
under PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi. In
the initial days of its new term,
my Government has transferred an
amount of more than ¥ 20,000 crore
to farmers.

Today's India is making changes
in its agricultural system in line with
its current requirements. Policies
have been framed and decisions
taken guided by the thought that
we become more self-reliant and
increase farmers’ income through
increased exports. For example, the
Government is providing all possible
assistance to farmers to reduce
dependence on other countries for
pulses and oilseeds. New strategies
are being formulated, keeping in
mind the kind of food products that
are in high demand in the global
market. Now a days, the demand for
organic products is increasing rapidly

in the world. Indian farmers have
ample capacity to meet this demand.
Therefore, the Government is streng-
thening natural farming and the
supply chain of its related products.
With  these efforts, expenditure
incurred by farmers on farming
activities will reduce and their
income will also increase further.

The future is going to be Harit
Yug or Green Era. The Government
is taking all necessary steps in this
direction. We are increasing invest-
ments in Green Industries, leading to
increase in Green Jobs. Be it Green
Energy or Green Mobility, we are
working with ambitious goals on all
fronts.

The Government is also com-
mitted to making our cities the best
living spaces in the world. Living in
cities which are pollution free, clean
and with amenities is the right of
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scale have = been
made, particularly in small cities and
towns, in last 10 years.

India is the world’s third largest
domestic aviation market. In April
2014, India had only 209 airline
routes. This number has increased to
605 by April 2024. This increase in
the aviation routes has directly
benefitted Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.

In 10 years, Metro train has
reached 21 cities. Work is going on in
many schemes such as Vande Metro.
The Government is working to make
India’s public transport system one
of the best in the world.

The Government is working on
those modern parameters which will
enable India to stand on an equal
footing with developed countries. In
this direction, Infrastructure deve-
lopment has emerged as the new
face of a changing India. The Govern-
ment has, in 10 years, constructed
more than 3,80,000 kms of village
roads under the PM Gram Sadak
Yojana. Today, India have an
expanding network of National
Highways and Expressways in the

country.



Work on the High-Speed Rail
Ecosystem between Ahmedabad and
Mumbai is also progressing at a
rapid pace. The Government has
decided to conduct feasibility studies
for bullet train corridors in the
North, South and East of the country.
For the very first time, work on
inland waterways has started on
such a large scale. The North-East
will benefit immensely from this
initiative.

The Government has increased
the allocation for the development of
the North-Eastern Region by more
than four times, in the last 10 years.
The Government is working to make
N-E region a strategic gateway under
its Act East Policy. Connectivity of
all kinds is being expanded in the
North-East. Development works are
being taken wup in every field
including education, health, tourism
and employment. A semi-conductor
plant is being established in Assam
at a cost of ¥ 27,000 crore. The North-
East will also be a hub of Made in
India chips.

The Government which is com-
mitted to women-led development
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been demanding greater representa-
tion in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha
for a long time. Today, they stand
empowered by the enactment of
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
Over the past decade, various
Government schemes have led to
greater economic empowerment of
women.

During the last 10 years, majo-
rity of the 4 crore PM Awas houses
have been allotted to women bene-
ficiaries. Now, at the very start of the
third term of the Government,
approval for construction of 3 crore
new houses has been accorded. Most
of these houses will be allotted to
women beneficiaries. Over the last 10
years, 10 crore women have been
mobilised into Self Help Groups.

The Government has started a
comprehensive campaign to make 3
crore women Lakhpati Didis. The
endeavour of the Government is to
improve skills and sources of income,
and enhance respect for women. The
NAMO Drone Didi Scheme is con-
tributing towards achieving this
goal. Under this Scheme, women
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belonging to thousands of Self Help
Groups are being provided with
drones and also being trained as

Drone Pilots.
The Government has also
recently started Krishi Sakhi

Initiative. Under this initiative, till
date, 30 thousand women belonging
to Self Help Groups have been pro-
vided with Krishi Sakhi Certificates.
Krishi Sakhis are being trained in
modern agricultural practices so that
they can help farmers in further
modernization of Agriculture.

The effort of the Government is
also to maximise the savings of
women. We are well aware of the
popularity of Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana under which a higher interest
rate i3 being provided to girls on

their bank deposits.
Women are also immensely
benefitting from the schemes

providing free ration and affordable
gas cylinders. Now the Government
has also brought a scheme to bring
down the electricity bill to zero and
generate income by selling electri-
city. Solar panels are being installed
on the rooftops of houses under PM
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this, the Government "has been
providing a support of upto ¥ 78,000
per family. More than 1 crore
families have already been registered
under this scheme within a very
short time. The electricity bill of
houses with rooftop solar installation
has come down to zero.

Achieving the goal of Viksit
Bharat will be possible only when
the poor, youth, women and farmers
of this country are empowered.
Therefore, top most priority is being
accorded to these four pillars in the
schemes of the Government.

It is because of the implemen-
tation of Government Schemes with
the saturation approach over the last
10 years that 25 crore Indians have
been brought out of poverty. This
includes families of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Backward
Classes and all other social and
regional groups.

A scheme like PM JANMAN
with an allocation of more than
¥ 24,000 crore is proving to be a
means of development of the most
backward tribal communities. The
Government is also providing soft

loans to the disadvantaged groups
through PM-SURAJ portal for
making livelihood opportunities
available.

The Government is developing
affordable  indigenous  assistive
devices for Divyang brothers and
sisters. PM Divyasha Kendras are
also being expanded to all parts of
the country.

As a mark of respect for the
country’s labour force, the welfare
and empowerment of workers are
the Government's priority. The
Government is integrating all the
Social Security Schemes for workers.
The coverage of accident and life
insurance is being expanded by
leveraging the networks of Digital
India and the Post Offices.

The scope of PM SVANidhi will
be expanded and street vendors in
rural and semi-urban areas will also
be brought under its ambit.

Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar believed that the progress
of any society depends on the
progress of the lower strata of the
society. Empowerment of the poor
has been the foundation of the
@ehievements /and; progreds) of 2the e
nation in the last 10 years.

In the difficult times of the
Corona pandemic, the Government
started PM Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana to provide free ration to 80
crore persons. The benefit of this
scheme is also being given to those
families who have come out of
poverty, so that they do not slip back
into poverty.

Swachh Bharat Mission has
also made the dignity of the poor
and their health a matter of national
significance. For the first time, toilets
were built for crore of poor people in
the country.

The Government is providing
free health services to 55 crore bene-
ficiaries under Ayushman Bharat
Yojana. The opening of 25,000 Jan
Aushadhi Kendras in the country is
also progressing at a fast pace. Now
all the elderly above 70 years of age
will also be covered and get benefit
of free treatment under Ayushman
Bharat Yojana.

Ten years ago, to save India’s
banking sector from collapsing, the
Government  brought  banking
reforms and made laws like IBC.



Today, these reforms have made
India's banking sector one of the
strongest banking sectors in the
world.

Our public sector banks are
robust and profitable today. Profits
of public sector banks have crossed
T 14 lakh crore in 2023-24 which is
35% higher than last year. The
strength of our banks enables them
to expand their credit base and
contribute to the economic deve-
lopment of the nation. The NPAs of

Public Sector banks are also
continuously decreasing.
Modernisation of Country’s

armed forces is essential for a strong
India. Reforms in country’s armed
forces should be a continuous
process so that our forces maintain
their supremacy during wars. More
than 40 Ordnance factories have
been restructured into 7 Defence
Sector Enterprises, resulting in
improvement of their capacity and
efficiency. It is due to such reforms
that India is now manufacturing
defence equipment worth more than
T 1 lakh crore.

In the last decade, our defence
Fepars Haye indidased more than1§
times to the level of ¥ 21,000
crore. The BrahMos Missile defence
deal with the Philippines has
strengthened India’s standing in
defence export sector.

The Government is developing
two defence corridors, in Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. It is a
matter of joy for all of us that last
vear nearly 70 per cent of the total
procurement of the defence forces
has been sourced from Indian
manufacturers only.

Our defence forces have decided
not to import over 500 defence items.
All these arms and defence related
equipments are being procured only
from Indian companies.

The Government has always
given priority to the needs of the
personnel in the armed forces. That
is why after 4 decades One Rank
One Pension has been implemented.

With the implementation of the
new National Education Policy, the
Government has been able to remove
this injustice. Now students can take
up engineering courses in Indian
languages.
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In the past 10 years 7 new IITs,
16 IIITs, 7 IIMs, 15 new AIIMS, 315
medical colleges and 390 universi-
ties have been established.

The President also made a
pointed reference to a major cause of
concern for millions of people—
alleged paper leaks and irregularities
leading to cancellation of UGC-NET,
postponement of CSIR UGC-NET
and NEET PG, and some retests of
NEET (UG) 2024. She said there
would be a fair probe into such
NEET and NET cases and that the
guilty would be punished.

Referring to the paper leaks
issue which the Opposition INDIA
alliance has been raking up vigo-
rously to target the Modi govern-
ment, Murmu said, “It is the con-
tinuous endeavour of the govern-
ment to provide right opportunities
to the youth of the country to
demonstrate their talent. Whether it
is competitive examinations or
government recruitment there should
be no reason for any hindrance, This
process requires complete trans-
parency and probity. Regarding the
recent instances of paper leak in
Om’ﬂe?‘?'%‘-‘}‘.ﬂu% B
is 'committed to a fair mvest:gafmn
and ensuring strict punishment to
the culprits.”

The Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
will come into force in the country
from the first of July, 2024. During
the British regime, there was the
mindset to punish the subjects. These
new laws will speed up the judicial
PI'CICESS.

The Government is working
with the same pride for heritage as it
has been working for development.
This resolve for pride in heritage is
becoming a symbol of honour for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
the deprived and all communities.

The Government started cele-
brating the birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda as Jan Jatiya
Gaurav Divas. The 150th birth anni-
versary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda
will be celebrated across the country
next year with great enthusiasm.

“In a few months, India is going
to complete 75 years as a Republic.
The Constitution of India has stood
up to every challenge and every test
in the past decades. Even when the
Constitution was in the making,

Bovemment ., abr

there were forces in the world who
wished India to fail. Even after the
Constitution came into force, it was
attacked many times. Today is 27th
June. The imposition of Emergency
on 25th June, 1975, was the biggest
and darkest chapter of direct attack
on the Constitution. The entire coun-
try felt outraged. But the country
emerged victorious over such uncon-
stitutional forces as the traditions of
the Republic lie at the core of India,”
President Murmu said.

“My government also does not
consider the Constitution of India as
just a medium of governance; rather
we are making efforts to ensure that
our Constitution becomes a part of
public consciousness. With this very
objective in mind, my government
has started celebrating 26th Novem-
ber as Constitution Day,” she added.

President Murmu underlined
that now “the Constitution has also
fully come into force in that part of
India, ourJammuand Kashmir,
where the conditions were different
due to Article 370, thereby making
a reference to the extension of the
entire Conqtituﬁon to J&K after
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2019 that grilnled it special statds.

President Droupadi Murmu
highlighted the Lok Sabha elections
in J&K, saying “A very heartening
aspect of this election emerged from
Jammu and Kashmir. The Kashmir
Valley broke all records of wvoter
turnout of many decades. In the last
four decades, we had witnessed low
voter turnout amidst shutdowns and
strikes in Kashmir. Enemies of India
continued to spread false pro-
paganda at global forums, projecting
it as an opinion of Jammu and
Kashmir. But this time the Kashmir
Valley has given a befitting reply to
every such element within the coun-
try and outside.”

President Murmu categorically
disapproved disruptions of Parlia-
ment and urged the members to
discharge their duties, She said, “We
all need to always remember that
making India a developed nation is
the aspiration and resolve of every
citizen of the country. All of us are
responsible for ensuring that no obs-
tacles come in the way of achieving
this resolution. Opposition of policies

Continued on Page 42
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Italy Hosts the 50th G7 Summit

The Italy hosted the 50th G7 Summit in Apulia from June 13 to 15, 2024.
The summit addressed several pressing global challenges, including the on-
going conflict in Gaza, the war in Ukraine, climate disasters, migration, food
security, and the ethical use of Artificial Intelligence.
® The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, also participated in the G7

summit. India was invited as an Outreach Country.
® It was his first foreign visit in his third term as PM.

Key Decisions and Agreements

® Security Agreements : US President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President

Volodynwi-Zelenskyy sigheds A-10,year security/ fgreement fo bolsfen
Ukraine’s defense against Russia. This move signifies a significant com-
mitment to support Ukraine's defense efforts.

® Financial Support for Ukraine : The G7 leaders agreed to a $ 50 billion
loan package for Ukraine, utilizing interest from Russia’s frozen central
bank assets as collateral. This financial support aims to strengthen

Ukraine's position and resilience against Russian aggression.
® Sanctions : The UK announced new sanctions targeting entities invol-

ved in supplying military goods to Russia, including those based in

China, Israel, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. These sanctions are designed to

weaken Russia’s war capabilities in Ukraine,

About G7 : The Group of Seven (G7) is an informal group of seven
countries that hold an annual summit with European Union and other
invitees. The member countries include the United States, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom, representing 40% of global
GDP and 10% of the world’s population.
® Russia’s membership in the G8 was suspended in 2014 following its

annexation of Crimea, a significant development in the G7’s history.

The G7 does not have a formal constitution or a fixed headquarters.
Each year, starting from the 1st of January, one of the Member States takes
over the leadership of the Group on a rotating basis. The presidency plays a
key role in setting the agenda and identifying key priorities.

G7 and G20 : The G20 is a larger group of countries, which also includes G7

members.

® The G20 was formed in 1999, in response to a felt need to bring more countries
on board to address global economic concerns.

® Apart from the G7 countries, the G20 comprises Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South
Korea, and Turkey.

® Asopposed to the G7, which discusses a broad range of issues, deliberations at
the G20 are confined to those concerning the global economy and financial
markets.



Significance of the G7 for India : India's parti-
cipation in the G7 as an Outreach Country holds great
importance.
® It provides a forum for strengthening relations with

the world's leading economies and can help India

transform into a global mediator, a manager of the
region, and a mobilizer against the looming threat
from China.

® India’s engagement in discussions about regional
and global economic restructuring through the
diversification of supply chains and greater tech-
nological cooperation among trusted friends and
partners is critical for its long-term economic pros-
pects.

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
Arrives on Two-Day State Visit
to India

On 21st June, 2024, the Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina arrived in India for a two-day state visit.
® This marks the first incoming bilateral state visit

following the formation of the Indian government

after the 18th Lok Sabha elections.

® During this visit, 10 Memorandums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) were signed, including seven new
agreements and three renewals.

Key Decisions and Initiatives

. CEPA Negotiations : Initiating negotiations on the
O FCgbiprehenfite \Ecomomio cRagtngtshig greement
(CEPA) to qtrengthen trade ties. Recognizing the
significance of India-Bangladesh trade relations,
focusing on economic collaboration.

® Medical E-Visa Facility : Introduction of a medical
e-visa facility to expedite medical treatment for
Bangladeshis in Indian hospitals. Simplifying visa
processes and enhancing healthcare accessibility for
Bangladeshi patients.

@ Teesta River Conservation Team : Sending an
Indian technical team to explore conservation of the
Teesta River in Bangladesh. Significance in the con-
text of Chinese interest in the project, emphasizing
strategic and environmental concerns.

® Himalayan-Bay of Bengal Connectivity : India and
Bangladesh have agreed to enhance connectivity
between the Himalavas and the Bay of Bengal. This
initiative aims to strengthen transportation links and
trade routes between the two regions.

About Teesta River : The source of river Teesta is not
the same as that of Brahmaputra. While both rivers have
their origins in the Himalayas.

@ The source of the Teesta River is the Tso Lhamo Lake in
North Sikkim at an elevation of over 5,300 meters above
sea level.

@ From there, the river flows through the Himalayas and
eventually joins the Brahmaputra River in Bangladesh.

@ The River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and is a
tributary of the Teesta River.

@ River Teesta flows into the Bay of Bengal on the border
of India and Bangladesh.
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® Agreements and Partnerships : Signing seven key
documents on digital partnership, green partnership,
maritime cooperation, and more. Renewal of pacts
on health, disaster management and fisheries, show-
casing a comprehensive approach to collaboration.

China’s Nuclear Force Now Three
Times Larger than India’s : SIPRI
Data

According to the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI), China‘s nuclear arsenal has
grown from 410 warheads in January 2023 to 500 war-
heads by January 2024, significantly more than India’s
172 and Pakistan’s 170,
® This expansion marks the fastest growth globally,

with some warheads now on high operational alert,

a status previously reserved for the United States

and Russia.

Global Nuclear Stockpiles Notable arsenals
include Russia (4,380), US (3,708), France (290), UK (225),
Israel (90), and North Korea (50).
® Around 3,904 deployed warheads are with missiles

and aircraft, while the remainder is in storage.
® Russia and the US hold 90% of the world's nuclear

weapons, with Russia at 4,380 and the US at 3,708

warheads.
® China aims to exceed 1,000 warheads by 2030,

possibly matching US and Russian ICBM counts.
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Geopolitical Context

® Global Conflicts Impacting Arms Control :

J  Ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza strain
nuclear arms control efforts.

O  Nuclear weapons’ deterrence role expands
amidst geopolitical turmoil.

® Nuclear Arms Control Setbacks :

J Major setbacks in disarmament diplomacy
occurred in 2023, with Russia and the US sus-
pending participation in key nuclear arms
control treaties.

@ Threats regarding nuclear weapon use by Russia
in response to Western support for Ukraine
raise tensions.

Strategic Implications for India : India emphasizes

strategic deterrence with developments like the Agni-5
missile’s multiple-warhead capability.



Canister-launch missiles enhance operational readi-
ness, while the commissioning of INS Arighat
strengthens India’s nuclear triad.

Strategic Shift towards Deterrence Against
China

Evolution of India’s Nuclear Doctrine : India histo-

rically focused on deterring Pakistan with its limited-
range systems.

Recent developments in longer-range missile tech-
nology signify a shift towards deterring China.
Multiple warhead capabilities are being pursued by
India, Pakistan, and North Korea to match esta-
blished nuclear powers like Russia, France, the UK,
the US, and China.

Advancements and Achievements in India's
Nuclear Program

Mission Divyastra : India showcased its ability to
deploy multiple nuclear warheads with a single
missile through the successful test flight of Agni-V
under ‘Mission Divyastra’ on March 11.

Nuclear Doctrine : Grounded in 'no first use' and
massive retaliation, India formalized its nuclear
doctrine post the 1998 nuclear tests.

Nuclear Triad Operationalization : India achieved
full operational capability of its nuclear triad in
November 2019, marked by the successful deter-
rence patrol of INS Arihant equipped with ballistic
missiles carrying nuclear warheads.

R Vedkistin, Panania, Somaliag 22!
Denmark and Greece Elected UNSC
Non-permanent Members

On 6th June, 2024, The United Nations General

Assembly recently elected five non-permanent members
to the UN Security Council for the 2025-2026 term.

The five members were elected by a secret ballot in
the UN General Assembly for a 2-year term starting
on January 1, 2025, until December 31, 2026.

Security Council Membership

The Council is composed of 15 Members: Five permanent members

(PS) with veto rights: China, France, Russian Federation, the United
, and the United States, and Ten non permanant members

(E10) elected for two-years terms through the General Assembly.

11 Elections by the General Assembly
"I y  Each year in June, the General
.'f members

of the Security Councll for m—g-mmm“
a
following January, by established geographical representation.
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Any outgoing member is barred from immediate re-e/ection.
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® The new members will join existing non-permanent
members Algeria, Guyana, the Republic of Korea,
Sierra Leone and Slovenia, whose terms started on 1
January.

® They will replace Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozam-

bique and Switzerland, whose terms end on 31
December.

Elected Members and Voting Results : Pakistan,

Somalia, Denmark, Greece, and Panama were elected as
non-permanent members of the UN Security Council for
a two-year term beginning in 2025.

® In the two seats for African and Asia-Pacific States,
Somalia got 179 votes and Pakistan 182,
® In the Latin American and Caribbean States, Panama

received 183 votes, while in the Western European
and other States, Denmark received 184 votes and
Greece received 182 votes,

Under the UN Charter, the 15-member Security

Council holds primary responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security, and all Member States
are obligated to comply with its decisions.

Around 40 Indian Workers Among
49 Killed in Kuwait Building Blaze

On June 12, 2024, a tragic fire broke out in a residen-

tial building in Mangaf, Kuwait, resulting in the death of
49 migrant workers, the majority of whom were Indians,

. Reason, : Kuwait’s Interior Minister Fahad Al-
Yousuf Al-8abah Said/th fAtaliies' wert dird 1o/ thid grebd ©

of the employer and building owner.

Technical cause traced to an electrical short circuit,
but systemic neglect of worker rights and employer
negligence identified as root issues.

Migrant Workers in
Kuwait and the GCC States
Kuwait (foreigners com-
prise 70% of its 4:3 million)
and the rest of the GCC
states (Saudi, UAE, Qatar,
Bahrain and Oman), in
essence, follow the same
practice with varying degrees
of control over migration

and migrants.

These six states are home
to roughly 35 million
migrant workers,
accounting for 10% of all
international migrants,
and Indians constitute
the single largest group amongst them.

About Kafala System : The kafala system is a

system used in many Middle Eastern countries, partic-
ularly in the Gulf region, to regulate the relationship
between employers and migrant workers,

Under this system, migrant workers are legally
bound to their employers or sponsors, often leaving
them vulnerable to exploitation and abuse.



Domestic Workers, who constitute 27% of the entire
labour force in Kuwait, are excluded from the labour
law, and are amongst the most marginalised of the
migrant population.

Around 200 workers were living in the six-storey
building where the fire incident took place. So, there is a
huge discrepancy between the cost of living and
minimum wage (where it does exist across the GCC) is
one of the critical control factors of the Kafala system.

India Hosts the Antarctic Parliament

The 46th edition of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting, also known as the Antarctic Parliament, took
place in Kochi, Kerala, from May 20 to May 30, 2024,
® This meeting brought together over 400 delegates

from 56 countries to discuss various issues related

to the Antarctic region, including science, policy,
governance, environmental protection and tourism
management.

Rise of Tourism : The meeting focused on the
implications of the rise of tourism in Antarctica, espe-
cially in the context of the continent’s fragile ecosystem
and the need for sustainable management of resources.
® India underscored the need to regulate tourism

activities in Antarctica and initiated the process of

creating a framework for responsible and sustain-
able tourism in the continent.

Governance and Environmental Concerns : Discus-

~5i9ns ingluded gystainable_managementy of Antarctica,

and its "résdurcés, biodiversity prospécting, “inspections

and exchange of information and data, research, colla-

boration, capacity building, cooperation, and climate
change impacts on Antarctica and beyond.

India’s Role and Initiatives : India, as a Consul-
tative Treaty Party since 1983, has been actively involved
in Antarctic research and operations. India operates
Maitri and Bharati research bases in Antarctica, and at
the ATCM-46, India announced its decision to build a
successor to the 35-year-old Maitri station.

@ India hosted the 46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting and emphasized the need for more
responsible nations to join the Treaty, advocating for
an all-inclusive community to preserve Antarctica.
About Antarctic Treaty : The Antarctic Treaty was

signed in Washington on 1 December, 1959 by the twelve

countries whose scientists had been active in and around

Antarctica during the International Geophysical Year

(IGY) of 1957-58. It entered into force in 1961,

® Currently, there are 57 Treaty Parties, with 29
nations holding Consultative status, including India.
Consultative status is granted to countries that have
demonstrated their commitment to Antarctica by
conducting substantial scientific research there.

@ This year, Saudi Arabia was awarded to become a
Treaty member taking the total Antarctic Treaty
parties now to 57.

® The primary objectives of the Antarctic Treaty are to
ensure the protection of the environment, promote
scientific research, and maintain peace in the region.
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® The treaty prohibits military activities, nuclear
testing, and the disposal of radioactive waste in
Antarctica,

® It also emphasizes the freedom of scientific investi-
gation and peaceful use of the continent.

World’s Oldest Termite Mounds
Found in South Africa, Storing
Carbon for Millennia

Researchers have discovered the world’s oldest
termite mounds in South Africa. These mounds, located
along the Buffels River

in South  Africa's
Namaqualand region,
have been  storing

carbon for thousands
of vears. The mounds
are in-habited by the
southern harvester ter-
mite, Microhodotermes
viator.

® Carbon Storage in Namaqualand : Namaqualand,
known for its biodiversity and spring flowers, faces
arid conditions with limited surface water and saline
groundwater.

O Rare intense rainfall events trigger termite
burrows to act as water flow paths, channelling
water into mounds and flushing accumulated

siiaRgsaRpies Ragarddagzine
® Termites as Carbon Sinks : Termites exhibit unique
behaviours that enable carbon sequestration :

3 They transport organic materials deep into the
soil, creating a long-term carbon sink.

0 Termites’ tunnels facilitate the movement of dis-
solved inorganic carbon to groundwater, contri-
buting to carbon dioxide sequestration.

® Long-Term Carbon Accumulation : Radiocarbon
dating reveals organic matter accumulation in
mounds over millennia, supporting Namaqualand's
diverse wildflowers.

® Past periods of higher rainfall correlate with global
climate cooling, indicating leaching of carbon and
minerals into groundwater.

® Ecological Engineering by Termites : Termites are
recognized as ecosystem engineers, shaping their
surroundings and foraging over large distances.

® Integration of termite activity into carbon models
can enhance understanding of global carbon dyna-
mics.

Significance of Termite Mounds
@ Despite covering 27% of the area, termite mounds

contribute significantly to soil organic carbon stock
(449 ) in semi-arid Namaqualand.

® Public awareness and policy alignment are crucial to
preserving termite mounds as natural carbon sinks.



India, France, Australia Reaffirm
Commitment to Free, Rules-based
Indo-Pacific Amid China’s Growing

Assertiveness

On 19th June, 2024, the third India-France-Australia
Trilateral Focal Points Meeting was held virtually during
which the three sides reviewed the progress made under
maritime safety and security, marine and environmental
cooperation, and multilateral engagement.

Commitment to a Free, Open, Inclusive, and Rules-
Based Indo-Pacific : India, Australia, and France reaffir-
med their commitment to advancing their shared values
and working together towards a free, open, inclusive,
and rules-based Indo-Pacific.

The three sides also identified new proposals for
furthering trilateral cooperation, including initiatives
under the framework of the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initia-
tive (IPOI) and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
mechanisms, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) cooperation, and multilateral engage-
ments.

EU States Approve 14th Sanctions
Package Against Russia

On 20th June, 2024, the diplomats stated that the
European Union countries approved a 14th package of
sanctions against Russia over its war in Ukraine include-
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(LNG) in EU waters.

Impact of the Sanctions on Russian Gas : Gas
market experts believe that the measure will have little
impact, as transshipments of gas via EU ports to Asia
represent only around 10% of total Russian LNG exports.
@ The package sanctions three Russian LNG projects

and includes a clause designed to allow Sweden and

Finland to cancel Russian LNG contracts.

Changes Made to the Sanctions Package : The EU
countries debated the new measures for over a month
and ultimately watered down one of the Commission’s
proposals, aimed at preventing circumvention, at
Germany's prompting.
® The dropped measure would have forced sub-

sidiaries of EU companies in third countries to

contractually prohibit the re-exports of their goods
to Russia. However, it could be included at a later
date after an impact assessment.

Expansion of Sanctions : The package also tightens
measures against the shadow fleet moving Russian oil
outside the price cap on Russian crude set by the Group
of Seven (G7) nations.
® EU countries added tankers to the list of sanctioned

entities as well as at least two Russian-owned ships

moving military equipment from North Korea.

E Russia-North Korea Security PactE

On 19th June, 2024, the Russian President Vladimir
Putin signed a ‘comprehensive strategic’ partnership
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deal with North Korea's leader Kim Jong-un in Pyong-
vang as the two countries sought to deepen their security
ties in a bid to challenge the West-dominated world
order.

Key Provisions of the Deal

® The pact includes a pledge of immediate military
and other assistance ‘using all available means’ if
either party is involved in a war, aligning with
Article 51 of the UN charter, which deals with self-
defense

® The treaty also emphasizes the building of a ‘just
and multipolar new world order’ and joint actions
to strengthen defense capabilities. Additionally, it
addresses the chronic shortage of food in the DPRK.

Historical Context

® Post-World War-11 Dynamics : Soviet Union aimed for
a communist regime in Korea post-World War-ll, pro-
viding significant military aid to North Korea's founder,
Kim Il Sung, during the Korean War.
Following the war, USSR and China continued support,
offering military and other aid to the communist North.

® Solidification of Alliance in 1961 : In 1961, the Russo-
North Korea Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and
Mutual Assistance was signed, featuring a mutual
defense agreement similar to the recent pact.
Dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 led to the
voiding of this treaty and a temporary deterioration in
relations.

@ Shifts in Relahons since the 2000s : Putin-led Russia

Despite thm, Ruma lmﬂally dld not support North
Korea's nuclear ambitions and even backed sanctions
against Pyongyang's nuclear program.

® Impact of 2022 Events : In 2022, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine led to Putin’s increasing international isolation,
altering global dynamics.
Presently, amidst heightened global division post-Cold
War, Russia and North Korea unite against the Western
liberal order, driven by pragmatic interests,

Implications in the Current Geopolitical
Context

Support for Russia's Actions : The deal signifies
North Korea's expressed support for Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, indicating a positive era in its relationship with
Russia.

@® This support is evident in North Korea's recognition
of Donetsk and Luhansk as independent states after
Russia and Syria did so, and its blaming of the
Russia-Ukraine crisis on the US-led West's ‘hege-
monic policy’.

Military Cooperation and Supply of Arms: There
are indications that North Korea has been supplying
Russia with artillery, missiles, and other military equip-
ment for use in Ukraine.
® This cooperation is significant as Russia continues to

engage in a large-scale conflict in Europe, and

experts believe North Korea is leveraging high-tech
nuclear weapons and missile technologies from

Russia in exchange for arms.



Economic and Energy Ties : The deal also streng-
thens economic ties between Russia and North Korea,
with Russia being a significant supplier of energy to
North Korea.
® This becomes even more crucial for North Korea

after suffering revenue losses due to trade restric-

tions following its invasion of Ukraine.

Shift in Global Power Dynamics : The partnership
between Russia and North Korea, with China on their
side, reflects an attempt to create a shift in global power
away from the West, particularly as both countries have
the U.S. as a common adversary.

E Child Nutrition Report 2024 E

UNICEF's ‘Child Nutrition Report 2024’ reveals 181
million children under 5 in severe food poverty globally.

UNICEF defines child food poverty as children’s
inability to access and consume a nutritious and diverse diet
in early childhood.

® Somalia stands out as one of the most severe cases.
@  Belarus has the lowest levels of child food poverty.

Key Findings Include

@ Globally, one in four children are living in severe
child food poverty in early childhood, amounting to
181 million children under 5 years of age.

@ Progress towards ending severe child food poverty
is slow, but some regions and countries are proving
thatprogrees is possible and is happening.
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belonging to poor and non-poor households,
indicating that household income is not the only
driver of severe child food poverty.

® Children living in severe child food poverty are
missing out on many nutrient-rich foods, while
unhealthy foods are becoming entrenched in the
diets of these children.

® The global food and nutrition crisis and localized
conflicts and climatic shocks are intensifying severe
child food poverty, especially in fragile countries.

@ Severe child food poverty is driving child under-
nutrition; the prevalence of severe child food
poverty is three times higher in countries with a
high prevalence of child stunting.

About India : India is among the top 25 nations
severely affected by child food poverty.

® In Asia, India ranks third after Afghanistan and
Bhutan.

® The report reveals that a significant portion of
Indian children under the age of five are living in
severe food poverty, which is defined as consuming
at most two of eight food groups daily.

Taiwan Mulls Visa-on-Arrival for
Indians

In a significant move, Taiwan is contemplating the
introduction of a visa-on-arrival (VoA) policy for Indian
citizens, aiming to streamline travel procedures and
enhance tourism and business travel from India.

Historical Context and Diplomatic Exchange : This
development follows the historical context of the ‘Look
East Policy’ initiated by the Indian government in 1991,
which led to closer ties between India and Taiwan and
the easing of visa restrictions.

! The_proposal ywpqcu,mex on fthe. heela 9fra recent
" Siplomatic exchange between Talwan® President Lai -
Ching-te and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
following Modi’s election victory.

Economic Ties and International Relations
Economic ties between India and Taiwan have streng-
thened in recent years, with Taiwan considering India a
key partner under its ‘New Southbound Policy’.

How does UNICEF measure child food poverty?

Child food poverty is measured using the UNICEF and World Health Organization (WHO) dietary
diversity score. To meet the minimum dietary for healthy growth and development,
children need to consume foods from at |least five out of the eight defined food groups.

If children 0-2 food groups/day 3-4 food groups/day 5 or more food
are fed: they are living in they are living in groups/day
. severe child food moderate child food they are NOT living in
poverty poverty child food poverty
Breastmilk Eggs Vitamin A-rich
roots, tuburl rmh and produds food- fruits and fn.dtn and
and plantains seeds vegetables vegetables

PD/August/2024/30



Thailand to Become Third Asian
Country to Legalise Same-Sex
Marriage

On 18th June, 2024, the upper house of Thailand's
National Assembly passed the Marriage Equality Bill.
® Thailand is on the verge of becoming the first
country in Southeast Asia, and the third in Asia after
Nepal and Taiwan, to legalize same-sex marriage.
Implications of the Bill : The legislation replaces
gender-specific terms in marriage laws with gender-
neutral language such as ‘men’, ‘'women’, ‘husbands’,
and ‘wives’ with gender-neutral terms like ‘spouse” and
‘person’.
® Same-sex couples gain equal rights in adoption,
inheritance, tax benefits and legal capacities.

The Global Landscape of Marriage Equality

Asian Perspectives on LGBTQ+ Rights : Countries
like Taiwan and Nepal have already legalized same-sex
marriage.
® Many other Asian countries still have laws that

restrict LGBTQ+ rights. For example, at least 20

Asian countries outlaw same-sex sexual activity,

with some even prescribing the death penalty for it.
® India’s Supreme Court, in a 2018 judgment, decri-

minalized same-sex relations between consenting
adults but did not grant legal recognition to same-
sex marriages.

Global Reach of Same-Sex Marriage : Currently, 36
countries worldwide recognize same-sex marriage,
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Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, the
United Kingdom, and the United States, among
others.

Pakistan Delegation in J&K to
Inspect Power Projects Under
Indus Water Treaty

On 24th June, 2024, the delegates from India,
Pakistan and neutral experts from the World Bank
visited the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation
(NHPC) headquarters in Kishtwar, Jammu & Kashmir. It
is the first such visit since Jammu & Kashmir’s special
status was scrapped in 2019.
® The latest visit comes in the backdrop of Pakistan’s

repeated technical objection to the Kishanganga (330

MW) and Ratle hydroelectric projects.

Previous Objections and Disputes : Pakistan has
previously raised objections to several power projects in
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, including the 1,000 MW
Pakal Dul and 48 MW Lower Kalnai hydropower pro-
jects. These objections have been raised under the dis-
pute settlement mechanism of the Indus Water Treaty.

Background on the Indus Water Treaty : The Indus
Water Treaty, signed in 1960, grants India full rights over
the eastern rivers of Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej, while Pakistan
has rights over the western rivers of Indus, Jhelum, and
Chenab.
® India is allowed limited use of the western rivers for

domestic, non-consumptive and agricultural pur-

poses.
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® The treaty establishes a framework for coopera-
tion and information exchange between India and
Pakistan on the use of cross-border rivers.

Ratle Hydroelectric Power Project : The Ratle Hydro-
electric Power Project is a significant power project located on
the Chenab River in the Kishtwar district of Jammu and
Kashmir, India.

@ Capacity : 850 megawatts (MW)

® Purpose : The project aims to generate hydroelectric
power by utilising the flow of the Chenab River.

® Project Development : The project is being developed by
the Ratle Hydroelectric Power Corporation (RHPCL),
which is a joint venture between the Jammu & Kashmir

State Power Development Corporation (JKSPDC) and

India’s state-owned National Hydroelectric Power

Corporation (NHPC)
® Construction : The project includes the construction of a

133-meter (436-foot) tall gravity dam and two power

stations adjacent to each other
@ Status: Currently under construction

Kishanganga Hydroelectric Project : The Kishanganga
Hydroelectric Project is a significant run-of-the-river hydro-
electric scheme located in Jammu & Kashmir, India.
® Capacity : 330 megawatts (MW).
® River Diversion : The project involves diverting water

from the Kishanganga River to a power plant in the

Jhelum River basin.

Purpose : The project aims to generate clean electricity

and facilitate irrigation by utilizing the diverted water.
® Construction : The project includes the construction of a

37-meter-high concrete rock fill dam across the Kishan-
: Pakistan had

ganga River.
allenged roject
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Jispute :
national Court of Arbitration ru[ed in India’s favour in
2013,
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Pema Khandu Sworn-in as Chief Minister of
Arunachal Pradesh for 3rd Straight Term

Pema Khandu, the leader of the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) in Arunachal Pradesh, was sworn-in as the
Chief Minister of the state for the third consecutive term
on June 13, 2024 as Arunachal Pradesh Governor Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) K.T. Parnaik administered the oath of office and
secrecy to him at a ceremony held at the Dorjee Khandu
Convention Centre, Itanagar in presence of Union
Ministers Amit Shah, ].P. Nadda, Kiren Rijiju, and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma. Pema Khandu was
unanimously elected as the leader of the BJP Legislature
Party in the Arunachal Pradesh Assembly on June 12,
paving the way for him to be the CM of the state again.

Chowna Mein took oath as the Deputy Chief
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh for his second consecu-
tive term. Biyuram Wahge, Nyato Dukam, Gabriel
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members who took the oath in the ceremony. The BJP
won 46 seats in the 60-member Arunachal Pradesh
Assembly in the elections that were held simultaneously
with the Lok Sabha election.
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Chandrababu Naidu Sworn-in as Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) supremo N. Chandra-
babu Naidu took the oath of office as the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh on June 12, 2024 in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and several Union
Ministers, including Amit Shah, J.P. Nadda, and Nitin
Gadkari. Andhra Pradesh Governor S. Abdul Nazeer
administered the oath of office and secrecy to Mr. Naidu
at Kesarapalli, near Gannavaram international airport on
the outskirts of Vijayawada. This marks Naidu's fourth
term as Chief Minister, and his second since the bifurca-
tion of Andhra Pradesh in 2014. He previously served as
Chief Minister from 1995 to 2004 and again from 2014 to
2019.

In the recently-held assembly elections, the NDA
allies comprising TDP, The Jana Sena Party and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 164 seats in the 175-
member State Assembly=135 by the TDP, 21 by the Jana
Sena and eight by the BJP. N. Chandrababu Naidu on
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June 11, 2024, was unanimously elected as the leader of
the NDA Legislature Party in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly at a meeting of the newly elected MLAs of all
the three allies, paving the way for him to become the
Chief Minister. Naidu’s son and TDP general secretary
Nara Lokesh and Jana Sena Party President Konidela
Pawan Kalyan, who became Deputy Chief Minister, were
among 24 MLAs who were also administered the oath of
office and secrecy by Governor S. Abdul Nazeer. TDP
State President K. Atchen Naidu and Jana Sena Party
political affairs committee chairman Nadendla Manohar
were also sworn-in at the event. The other ministers are
Vangalapudi Anitha, Anagani Satya Prasad, Nimmala
Rama Naidu, Satya Kumar Yadav (BJP), Anam Rama-
narayana Reddy, Kollu Ravindra, Kolusu Partha Sarathy,
Ponguru Narayana, N. Md. Farooq, Payyavula Kesav,
Kandula Durgesh (Jana Sena), Dola Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy, Gottipati Ravi Kumar, Gummadi Sandhya Rani,
B.C. Janardhan Reddy, T.G. Bharath, S. Savitha, Vasa-
msetty Subhash, Kondapalli Kondapalli and Mandipalli
Ram Prasad Reddy.
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Assam Government Launches ‘Mukhya

Mantri Nijut Moina’ Scheme to Empower
Girls

In a bid to promote girl education and combat evil of
child marriage, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on June 12, 2024 announced the launch of the
Mukhya Mantri Nijut Moina (MMNM) scheme which
was approved by the state cabinet recently. The scheme
aims to empower girls in the state by promoting educa-
tion through financial incentives and support from the
government. By empowering girls through education,
the scheme aims to contribute to the reduction of child
marriage incidents in Assam. The scheme will benefit
approximately 10 lakh girl students. Under MMNM
scheme girls enrolled in higher secondary first year will
receive ¥ 1,000 on 11th day of each month. This excludes
vacation periods.

For students pursuing further education scheme
offers increased monetary assistance. Those enrolled
in three-year or four-year degree courses will receive
T 1,200 per month. Post-degree and B.Ed. students will
be granted T 2500 per month. However, students who
have already received scooter for excelling in the Higher
Secondary (HS) exams will not be eligible for these
monetary benefits.
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Haryana Govt. Announces INR 10000 Crore
Project Funded by World Bank to Tackle Air
Pollution
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Haryana Chief Secretary TVSN Prasad on June 3,
2024 said the state government would soon roll out a
T 10,000 crore project funded by the World Bank to
address air pollution. The Haryana Clean Air Project for
Sustainable Development will be implemented in the
state in a phased manner with the first phase being
implemented in the districts falling in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and replication in entire state later.
It will be a 10-year comprehensive plan fully funded by
the World Bank, emphasizing the need of collective
efforts by all stakeholders to eliminate the problem of air
pollution in the state. The initial phase involves enhance-
ments to Haryana’s air quality monitoring infrastructure.

This encompasses the establishment of a cutting-
edge laboratory and the modernization of four existing
ones. Additionally, a dedicated programme management
unit will be established to oversee the project's imple-
mentation. The project targets promoting cleaner vehicles
on roads by electrifying public transportation fleets for
intra-city and inter-city travel. It aims to incentivize the
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) for private use, espe-
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out older, more polluting vehicles, higher incentives

would be offered for scrapping them in exchange for EVs.

Additionally, a model for setting up automated testing
stations (ATS) will be designed to monitor vehicle health.

As part of the project, industries will also be encour-
aged to operate on clean energy by providing them
financial incentives to switch to clean fuels for boilers
and promoting the use of cleaner diesel generator sets
through retrofitting or purchasing generators that com-
ply with stricter emission standards.
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Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav Laun-
ches PM Shri Tourism Air Service from
Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
June 13, 2024 launched intra-state air service named 'PM
Shri Paryatan Vayu Seva'(PM Shri Tourism Air Service)
by flagging off the first flight under it from Raja
Bhoj International Airport, Bhopal to Jabalpur. With
this, Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur, Gwalior, Ujjain, Rewa,
Khajuraho and Singrauli cities in Madhya Pradesh will
be getting connected by air. To boost the air service, a 50
per cent discount in fare has been doled out for 30 days.

The service operated by the Madhya Pradesh
Tourism Board (MPTB) with two aircraft will connect
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eight cities across the State- Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur,
Gwalior, Khajuraho, Ujjain, Rewa, and Singrauli. It is
being run on Public Private Partnership (PPP) basis with
M/s Jet Serv Aviation Private Limited (Flyola).
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Mohan Charan Majhi Sworn-in as First BJP
Chief Minister of Odisha

Four-time MLA and tribal leader from BJP Mohan
Charan Majhi was on June 12, 2024 sworn-in as the first
BJP Chief Minister of Odisha at the oath-taking ceremony
was held at Janata Maidan in Bhubaneshwar. Odisha
Governor Raghubar Das administered the oath to the
first BJP Chief Minister of the state Mr. Mohan Charan
Majhi in presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, and Nitin Gadkari, as well as Chief Ministers
from several other states, Outgoing Chief Minister of
Odisha and Biju Janata Dal (BJD) leader Naveen Patnaik
was also present in the event.

This is the first BJP government in Odisha after its
emphatic performance in the recently concluded
assembly polls, in which it defeated the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD), ending its 24-year rule. Senior BJP leader and
Patnagarh MLA K.V. Singh Deo and debutant from
Nimapara assembly segment Pravati Parida took oath as
Deputy Chief Ministers. The 52-year-old Majhi belongs
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district. He was elected leader of the BJP Legislature
Party in Odisha on June 11.

Majhi began his political career as a sarpanch from
1997 to 2000. He was elected to the State Assembly for
the first time in 2000 from Keonjhar and was re-elected in
2004. From 2005 to 2009, he served as the government
deputy chief whip in the BJD-BJP coalition government.
He was again elected as an MLA in 2019 and retained the
seat in the recent polls, defeating BJD’'s Mina Majhi by
11,577 votes.
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SIKKIM

Prem Singh Tamang Sworn-in as Chief
Minister of Sikkim

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) President Prem
Singh Tamang was sworn-in as Chief Minister of Sikkim
on June 10, 2024 as Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya
administered the oath of office and secrecy to Prem Singh
Tamang as the CM at a function held in Paljor Stadium,
Gangtok. Tamang, 56, became the Chief Minister of the
state for a second consecutive term. The SKM returned to
power in Sikkim by a landslide victory, winning 31 seats
in the 32-member assembly in the recently held assembly
polls. Eleven SKM legislators took oath as Cabinet
ministers.
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National and :
International

ACRONYMS

AITA — All India Tennis Association

C-DOT — Centre for Development of Telematics

IGNCA — Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts

MIFF — Mumbai International Film Festival

NFHM — National Film Heritage Mission

NGHM — National Green Hydrogen Mission

NIMHANS — National Institute of Mental Health and

Neuro Sciences

APPOINTMENTS/ELECTIONS

Claudia Sheinbaum Elected as Mexico's First
Female President

Climate scientist and former mayor of Mexico City,
Claudia Sheinbaum was on June 2, 2024 elected as the
President of Mexico by securing about 58% of votes in
the polls. Ms. Sheinbaum, the leader of Morena Party,
will replace her mentor, outgoing President Andrés
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ing the first female President of Mexico. Sheinbaum’s
opposition candidate Xochitl Galvez, backed by a
coalition of the National Action (PAN), Institutional
Revolutionary (PRI) and Democratic Revolution (PRD)
parties, has received votes between 26-6 per cent and 286
per cent. Ms. Sheinbaum will also be the first Jewish
leader of Jewish heritage to hold the office of President in
Mexico.

Prior to running for President, Ms. Sheinbaum was
mayor of Mexico City, one of the most influential
political positions in the country and one that is seen as
paving the way for the presidency.

Rakesh Ranjan

Rakesh Ranjan, a 1992-batch IAS officer of Manipur
cadre, was on May 27, 2024 appointed as the Chairman
of the Staff Selection Commission (S5C) in the rank
and pay of Secretary to the Government of India as the
Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) gave its
approval to the appointment of Rakesh Ranjan to the
post of SSC Chairman. Prior to his new appointment, he
was Special Secretary in the Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare.

The ACC also appointed Pradip Kumar Tripathi as
Secretary to the Lokpal till the date of his superannuation,
i.e., June 30, 2024, and thereafter on contract basis for a
period of two years beyond the date of his superan-
nuation on usual terms and conditions applicable to re-
emploved Central Government officers. Tripathi is a
1987-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of
AGMUT cadre.
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Raj Kumar Goyal (IAS) has been appointed as
Secretary in the Department of Justice under the Ministry
of Law & Justice. Goyal is a 1990-batch IAS officer of
AGMUT cadre. Rajendra Kumar (IAS) has been appoin-
ted as Secretary in the Department of Border Manage-
ment under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Ajit Doval Reappointed NSA, P.K. Mishra to
Stay Principal Secretary to PM Narendra
Modi

Former Intelligence Bureau chief Ajit Doval has
been reappointed as the National Security Advisor and
Pramod Kumar Mishra as the Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi with effect from June 10,
2024 after the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet
led by PM Modi gave its approval to the appointments
on June 13, 2024. Both
Mr. Doval and Mr.
Mishra will be assigned
the rank of a cabinet
minister in the table of
precedence during their
term in office.

) t¥in Dof/dled darmes
director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau, has been the National Security Advisor
since 2014. The 1968-batch IPS official, who belonged to
the Kerala cadre, was the first policeman to be decorated
with the Kirti Chakra, the second-highest peacetime
gallantry award behind Ashok Chakra. As NSA, Ajit
Doval would head the National Security Council (NSC),
whose primary role is to advise the PM on issues related
to national and international security.
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The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has
also approved the reappointment of Amit Khare and
Tarun Kapoor as advisors to the PM, in the Prime
Minister's Office, for two years with effect from June 10.
They are being appointed “in the rank and scale of
Secretary to Government of India.”

Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi Appointed Next
Indian Army Chief

The Centre government on June 11, 2024 appointed
Vice Chief of Army Staff Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi as
the next Indian Army Chief succeeding
incumbent General Manoj Pande on this
post. The new Indian Army Chief will
take charge on June 30, 2024 the day
General Pande retires.

® Lt CGen. Dwivedi has vast opera-
tional experience along the frontiers
with China and Pakistan. Before
taking over as Vice Chief of Army

Staff on February 19, 2024 he served

Lt. Gen. Upendra
Dwivedi



as the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of
Northern Command from 2022-2024.

® Born on July 1, 1964, he attended Sainik School in
Rewa and was commissioned into the 18 Jammu &
Kashmir Rifles regiment of the Indian Army on
December 15, 1984.

® Throughout his nearly 40-year career, he has held
numerous command, staff, instructional, and inter-
national positions.

® Lt Gen. Dwivedi's command roles include leading
the 18 Jammu and Kashmir Rifles regiment, the 26
Sector Assam Rifles Brigade, serving as Inspector
General of Assam Rifles (East), and commanding the
9 Corps.

® An alumnus of National Defence College and US
Army War College, Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi has
also undergone courses at the Defence Services Staff
College, Wellington, and Army War College, Mhow.

® The officer has an M.Phil. in defence and mana-
gement studies and has Masters degrees in Strategic
Studies and Military Science.

Praveen Kumar

Praveen Kumar was on June 12, 2024 selected as the
next Managing Director (MD) of Dedicated Freight
Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL), a PSU
under the Ministry of Railways by the Public Enterprises
Selection Board (PESB) panel. Subject to requisite
clearances and ACC approval, Kumar will be appointed
as Managing Director, Dedicated Freight Corridor Cor-

?E ,IndlachU'{l.{teﬁ ff?@: thB retne?;;mlifui
“Ravindra Kumar jain on ﬁll
pres.ent, Praveen Kumar is working as Executive Director
ED/DFCCIL.

Cyril Ramaphosa Re-elected President of
South Africa

The South African Parliament re-elected Cyril Rama-
phosa, the African National Congress (ANC) President,
as the President of South Africa on June 14, 2024 during
the first sitting of the National Assembly of the 7th
Parliament. Cyril defeated Julius Malema of the far-left
Economic Freedom Fighters party in the poll as he
received 283 votes to Malema’s 44 in the 400-member
house.

Ramaphosa was nominated for the presidency by
ANC Member of Parliament Mdumiseni Ntuli and
seconded by Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) leader and MP
Velenkosini Hlabisa. The process was overseen by Chief
Justice Raymond Zondo. This marks Ramaphosa’s
second term as South Africa’s President.

PERSONS IN THE NEWS <‘

PV Sindhu Named Brand Ambassador for
Tobacco Control by the Union Government
To motivate young children and youth to steer clear
of tobacco in all forms, Indian badminton maestro
Ms, PV Sindhu was designated as the brand ambassador

for Tobacco Control on May 31, 2024 on the Occasion of
World No Tobacco Day 2024. This year's theme of the
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World No Tobacco Day 2024, “Protecting Children from
Tobacco Industry Interference,” underscores the urgent
need to shield youth from the detrimental influences of
tobacco consumption. In a compelling video message,
Ms. Sindhu urged everyone to unite in the campaign
against tobacco use, encouraging individuals to lead a
tobacco-free life and embrace healthier choices today for
a better tomorrow.

Sunita Williams

Indian-origin American astronaut Sunita Williams
flew to space for the third time on June 5, 2024 along
with a colleague, scripting history as the first members
aboard Boeing's Starliner spacecraft to the International
Space Station. Boeing's Starliner space-
craft, carrying astronauts Sunita “Suni’
Williams and Barry ‘Butch® Wilmore,
took off from the Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Florida on June 5, 2024 |
for a test mission to the International {
Space Station. Williams, 58, an Indian
American astronaut, made history as the
first woman to pilot a spacecraft on its
maiden mission. This flight also marks
her third journey into space.

Williams, 58, is the pilot for the flight test while
Wilmore, 61, is the commander of the mission. The
Starliner’s successful mission, dubbed the Crew Flight
Test, aims to certify the spacecraft for regular space
travel to and from the ISS, a capability already achieved

nMusk pacex w;th Cre ragen ca sule.ﬁ
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Williams will join the Expedition 71 crew, consisting of
NASA astronauts Michael Barratt, Matt Dominick, Tracy
C. Dyson, and Jeanette Epps, and Roscosmos cosmonauts
Nikolai Chub, Alexander Grebenkin, and Oleg Kono-
nenko.

Sunita Williams

Indian-American Student Bruhat Soma Wins
96th Scripps National Spelling Bee Crown

Bruhat Soma, a 12-year-old Indian-American
seventh-grade student from Florida, emerged winner of
the 96th Scripps National Spelling Bee competition on
May 30, 2024 after he
spelt 29 words correctly
in the tiebreaker after
defeating all seven
other finalists and beat-
ing his final competitor
Faizan Zaki of Texas in
the Bee's second-ever
spell-off. This year’s
contest came down to
a tiebreaker in which
Bruhat spelt 29 words
correctly in 90 seconds, beating Faizan Zaki, who mana-
ged to correctly spell 20 words in the 90 seconds round.

12-year old Bruhat Soma with his 96th Scripps
National Spelling Bee Trophy :

® Bruhat Soma earned more than $ 50,000 in cash and
other prizes for this success.



® Soma’s championship word was ‘abseil’, which is During his tenure, he served as the chairman of various
defined as “descent in mountaineering by means of parliamentary committees and visited several countries,

a rope looped over a projection above.” including the USA, UK, USSR, and Germany.

® This was Bruhat's third time participating in the He had been the President of the Supreme Court Bar
Scripps National Spelling Bee. He tied for 74th in Association for two terms. Bhandare was appointed as
2023 and tied for 163rd in 2022. the Governor of Odisha on August 21, 2007, succeeding

® Spell-offs are special rounds activated to determine a Rar{mshwar Thakur. He served n this esteemed position
champion once the competition exceeds a certain until March 9, 2013, when SC Jamir took over.
time and there’s more than one competitor left, Eminent Sports Journalist Harpal Singh Bedi
according to the Spelling Bee's rules. In a spell-off, Dijes
the contestant who spells the most words correctly

00 secondic wing Veteran sports journalist Harpal Singh Bedi died on

June 15, 2024 in New Delhi after prolonged illness at 72.

He covered several highs and lows of Indian sports in a
.> DEATHS/OBITUARIES career spanning over four decades and

served as the national Olympic contin-
Dr A.J.T. johnsingh gent’s press attache in 2012, Harpal

Singh Bedi, the former sports editor of
the United News of India (UNI) was
among the tallest figures in Indian
sports journalism and was working as a
consulting editor of the Statesman
newspaper for the last couple of years. Harpal Singh
An alumnus of the prestigious Jawahar Bedi

Lal Nehru University, where he did his

Masters and M.Phil. from the School of International
Studies, Bedi was considered a father figure in sports
journalism by his colleagues.

Renowned wildlife activist and biologist Asir
Jawahar Thomas Johnsingh died of cancer in Bangalore
on June 7, 2024. Johnsingh was born in Nagercoil, Tamil
Nadu, in 1945. He is credited with pioneering the field
research on free-ranging large mammals in India by
studying dholes in Bandipur Tiger Reserve in the late
1970s for his doctoral thesis. An alumnus of the Madras
Christian College, Chennai, he held three brief posi-
tions—as a professor at Ayya Nadar Janaki Ammal
College, Sivakasi; a postdoctoral fellow at the Smith-
sonian Institution, Washington D.C., and at the Bombay
Natural History Society. In 1985, he joined the newly Malawi's Vice President Saulos Klaus
established Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, and Chilima Dies in Plane Crash
[FEnRingd there ytitil 2005 yrhenche setitedifislean ofthe s /) e Vice Bresidbny Samol Risks Cidiag ke

faculty of wildlife sciences. 7

nine others, including former first lady Shanil Dzimbiri,
Renowned Sarod Maestro Pandit Rajeev were killed when the military plane they were travelling
Taranath Passes Away in crashed on June 10, 2024. The military plane carrying
Chilima, 51, and nine others disappeared on June 10,
after it failed to land in the northern city of Mzuzu due
to bad weather and was told to return to the capital,
Lilongwe.

Renowned sarod maestro Pandit Rajeev Taranath, a
luminary in the world of Indian classical music, passed
away at the age of 88 on June 11, 2024 in Mysuru. Born in
Bangalore, Taranath was introduced to music at a young
age and quickly demonstrated prodigious talent. He : = g 3 3
underwent rigorous training under the legendary Ustad Y€t St"—"_'"'ta”f‘“g Chilima was a widely l"““—‘q ‘thure -
Ali Akbar Khan, which honed his skills and deepened Malawi, pa.rt:t:ularl-y among Young peop!e. Chll]ma, HEeR
his appreciation for the complexities of Indian classical 23S @ potential candidate in the next presidential election,
music. Taranath was celebrated for his deep under- Wasarrested in 2022 over graft allegations.
standing of the sarod and his ability to evoke profound However, a Malawi court dropped the corruption
emotions through his performances. His performances charges against him last month after the director of
were renowned for their technical brilliance and emotive public prosecutions filed a notice for the case to be dis-
depth, earning him a dedicated following among con- continued.
noisseurs of classical music. Over his illustrious career, Donald Sutherland
Taranath received numerous accolades, including the
prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi Award and the
Padma Shri, for his significant contributions to Indian
classical music,

First elected Vice President in 2014, the charismatic

Eminent Canadian actor Donald Sutherland passed
away on June 20, 2024 in Miami after prolonged illness at
the age of 88. He was best known for his roles in films
. . such as ‘M*A*S*H’, ‘Klute’, ‘Ordinary People’ and the
Former Odisha Governor Murlidhar Hunger Games'. Donald Sutherland'’s recent acclaim and
Chandrakant Bhandare Dies renewed prominence in popular culture came after his

Senior Congress leader from Maharashtra and role as President Snow in ‘“The Hunger Games’ franchise.
former Governor of Odisha, Murlidhar Chandrakant He also appeared as Judge Parker in the series Lawmen:
Bhandare passed away on June 15, 2024 at the age of 95. Bass Reeves’ and in the 2022 series ‘Swimming With
He had been a senior Supreme Court lawyer. He served Sharks'.
as a member of the Rajya Sabha for three terms, having Born in Saint John, New Brunswick, Sutherland rose
been elected in June 1980, April 1982, and April 1988. to fame with a diverse array of roles that showcased his
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versatility and talent. He became a countercultural icon
with roles in classic films such as ‘The Dirty Dozen’,
‘MASH’, ‘Klute’, and ‘Don't Look Now’, among many
others. Throughout his career, he portrayed villains,
antiheroes, romantic leads, and mentor figures with
equal aplomb, winning accolades and adoration from
audiences worldwide. Beginning his career with roles in
low-budget horror films like “‘Castle of the Living Dead’
(1963) and ‘Die ! Die ! My Darling !" (1965), Sutherland
quickly ascended to more significant roles, including his
memorable part in ‘The Dirty Dozen’ (1967) and his
collaboration with Elliot Gould in ‘Little Murders’ (1971)
and Irvin Kershner in ‘SPYS’ (1974).

.) AWARDS AND HONOURS

C-DOT Wins UN’s WSIS 2024 Prize

Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), the
premier Telecom R&D centre of the Government of India,
was in June 2024 awarded UN’s WSIS 2024 ‘Champion’
Award for the project ‘Mobile-Enabled Disaster Resi-
lience through Cell Broadcast emergency Alerting’,
recognized under Al, C-7, E-environment, in the cate-
gory of ‘Benefits in all aspects of life E-environment’.

The C-DOT’s mobile—enabled Cell Broadcast Emer-
gency Alerting Platform is an end-to-end solutions for
near real time delivery of life-saving emergency informa-
tion to mobile phones through cellular networks. This
indigenous, cost effective and automated system has

enabled geo-ta rd algg ~with mu I;1—

VIt

recipient of the Dilip Bose award. His eldest brother

Balram Singh was chosen for the award in 2011.

The award has been instituted by The All India
Tennis Association in 2002 in memory of Dilip Bose,
winner of the Asian championship and a member of the
India Davis Cup team in 1949 who after his retirement,
served as a coach and administrator.

NIMHANS Gets WHO Nelson Mandela
Award for Health Promotion for 2024

National Institute of Mental Health & Neuro
Sciences (NIMHANS), Bengaluru, an Institute of national
importance under the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India was on May 31, 2024
honoured with the World Health Organization (WHO)
Nelson Mandela Award for Health Promotion for 2024.
The Nelson Mandela Award for Health Promotion, esta-
blished by WHO in 2019, recognizes individuals, institu-
tions and / or governmental or non-governmental organi-
zations that have demonstrated remarkable contributions
to health promotion.

NIMHANS Director Dr. Pratima Murthy received
the award in Geneva. The award acknowledges
NIMHANS commitment and contribution to advancing
mental health and well-being in the fields of mental
health and neurosciences, pioneering innovative
approaches to research, education, and patient care.

Eight Scientists Honoured with Kavli Prizes
2024

Eight scientists were on June 12, 2024 conferred with

ted multi-haz th mu PP : . A
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aster risk management activities. The initiative aligns
with global Early Warnings for All (EW4All), Inter-
national Telecommunication Unions (ITU's)-Common
Alerting Protocol (CAP), ‘Call to Action’ and promotes
SDGs (Susatinable Development Goal) targets while
enhancing country’s capacity building efforts towards
disaster resilience.

Nar Singh and Rohini Lokhande Honoured
With Dilip Bose Lifetime Achievement
Award

Veteran Delhi-based tennis Coach Nar Singh was on
June 4, 2024 chosen for the coveted Dilip Bose Lifetime
Achievement Award 2024 for coaching by the All India
Tennis Association (AITA). The award along with a cash
prize of ¥ 50,000 was presented to Mr, Nar Singh during
the 11th National coaches workshop held at the PYC
Hindu Gymkhana in Pune on June 7 and 8. The AITA
also announced the inaugural Dilip Bose Lifetime
Achievement Award to women coaches to Rohini
Lokhande who was a member of the national team along
with Kiran Bedi, Nirupama Mankad, Susan Das and
Udaya Kumar, before she took to coaching at a young
age.

@ Rohini was the first woman tennis coach to qualify
from the National Institute of Sports. She has trained
thousands of players in different age groups and has
helped many to qualify as coaches.

® The 65-year-old Nar Singh, who has served as a
coach and educator for several years, was the 11th
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astrophysics, neuroscience, and nanoscience. The Kavli
Prize is awarded in honour of Norwegian-American
businessman and philanthropist Fred Kavli (1927-2013).
The Kavli Prizes are awarded in three areas: astrophysics,
nanoscience and neuroscience. The prize comprises a $ 1
million cash prize (per field), a scroll, and a medal, 7 cm
in diameter.

Astrophysics : Kavli prize 2024 for astrophysics has
been awarded to David Charbonneau of Harvard Uni-
versity, and Sara Seager, of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The duo have been recognised for dis-
coveries of exoplanets, and the characterisation of their
atmosphere.

Nanoscience : Robert Langer of MIT, Armand Paul
Alivisatos of the University of Chicago, and Chad Mirkin
of Northwestern University were given the prize for
nanoscience. Langer was recognised for his break-
through idea of nano-engineering a material for the
controlled release of therapeutic bio-molecules, which
could help the development of controlled drug delivery
systems to treat diseases like aggressive brain cancer,
prostate cancer and schizophrenia. Alivisatos devised
semiconductor crystals or ‘quantum dots’ which could be
used as multicolour fluorescent probes in bio-imaging.
Today these are used for diagnostic imaging of patients,
and helping research in fundamental medicine and
biology. Mirkin introduced the concept of spherical
nucleic acid (SNA), a new class of nucleic acids that are
densely functionalised and oriented spherically around a
nanoparticle core. SNAs have wide-ranging use in areas



like intracellular detection, gene regulation and immu-
notherapy.
Neuroscience : The prize in neuroscience has been

Hindi : Gaurav Pandey, Smritiyon Ke Beech Ghiri Hai
Prithvi (Poetry)

Kannada : Shruthi BR, Zero Balance (Poetry)
Kashmiri : Mohd. Ashraf Ziya, Aene Baedas (Articles)
Konkani : Adwait Salgaonkar, Pedanyacha Samaaram
(Essays)

Maithili : Rinki Jha Rishika, Nadi Chati Sabhyata
(Poetry)

Malayalam : Shyamkrishnan R, Meeshakkallan (Short
stories)

Manipuri : Waikhom Chingkheinganba, Ashiba Turel
(Poetry)

Marathi : Devidas Saudagar, Usvan (Novel)

Nepali : Suraj Chapagain, Canvas Ko Xitiz (Poetry)
Odia : Sanjay Kumar Panda, Hu Baiean (Short
stories)

Punjabi : Randhir, Khat o Liklno Reh Gaye (Poetry)
Rajasthani : Sonali Suthar, Sudh Sodhun Jag Angane
(Poetry)

Santhali : Anjan Karmakar, Jangbaha (Poetry)

Sindhi : Geeta Pradeep Rupani, Paper Parya (Articles)
Tamil : Lokesh Raghuraman, Vishuu Vandhar (Short
stories)

Telugu : Ramesh Karthik Nayak, Dhaavlo (Short
stories)

Urdu : Javed Amber Misbahi, Stepney (Short stories)
The Sanskrit language winner will be announced on
a later date.
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Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2024 :

® Assamese : Ranju Hazarika, Biponna Bismoi Khel
(Novel)

awarded to Nancy I_(a“"""if"'h‘?f of MIT, \'Ninrich Freiwald ¢ Bengali : Dipanwita Roy, Mahidadur Antidote (Novel)
of Rockefeller University, and Doris Tsao of the g Bodo : Virgin Jekova Machahary, Buhuma Boynibw
University of California at Berkeley. The trio have been (Poetry)
;w::x:d:d fol; their ce;lle‘ct:\re eﬁ’ortl over get;:']adt:fs tomap g pogri;Bishan Singh ‘Dardi’, Kukdu Kadoon (Poetry)
. o s o e i e ® English : NandiniSengupta, The Blue Horse and Other
Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar and Sahitya Amazing Animals from Indian History (Short stories)
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2024 ® Gujarati : Gira Pinakin Bhatt, Hasati Haveli (Short
Sahitya Akademi announced its coveted Sahitya stories)
Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2024 and Sahitya Akademi Bal ® Hindi : Devender Kumar, 51 Baal Kahaniyan (Short
Sahitya Puraskar 2024 on June 19, 2024 for literary works stories)
in different languages. Each year the Sahitya Akademi @ Kannada : Krishnamurthy Biligere, Choomantrayyana
Yuva Puraskar awards writers under 35 for outstanding Kathegalu (Short stories)
works in 24 Indian languages and the Sahitya Akademi @ Kashmiri : Muzaffar Hussain Dilbar, Sone Gobrew
Bal Sahitya Puraskar is awarded to children’s literature (Poetry)
authors in 22 Indian languages. The winners in both @ Konkani : Harsha Sadguru Shetye, Ek Ashil'lem
categories receive a cash prize of ¥ 50,000 and an Bayul (Novel)
engraved copper plaque. ® Maithili: Narayanjee, Anar (Short stories)
Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2024 : ® Malayalam : Unni Ammayambalam, Algorithan-
® Assamese : Nayanjyoti Sarma, Jaal Kota Jui (Short galude Nadu (Novel)
stories) ® Manipuri : Kshetrimayum Subadani, Malem Afiya
® Bengali : Sutapa Chakraborty, Deraje Halud Ful, (Novel)
Gatajanma (Poetry) ® Marathi : Bharat Sasane, Samsher Aani Bhootbangala
@ Bodo : Rani Baro, Saikhlum (Short stories) (Novel)
® Dogri : Heena Choudhary, Ek Rang Tere Range Chaa  '® Nepali: Basanta Thapa, Desh Ra Fuchhey (Poetry)
(Poetry) ® Odia : Manas Ranjan Samal, Gapa Kalika (Short
® English : K. Vaishali, Homeless: Growing Up Lesbian stories) i
FORnlibpaaidNasiaaaseorys & MagazinesehBggaby't WIDeer” 8 pidviale Bigh e
® Gujarati : Rinku Rathod, ... To Tame Raaji ? (Ghazal) Bolda Haan (Play)

® Rajasthani : Prahlad Singh ‘Jhorda’, Mhari Dhani
(Poetry)

Sanskrit : Harshdev Madhav, Bubhukshitalh Kakah
(Short stories)

Santhali : Dugai Tudu, Miru Arang (Poetry)

Sindhi : Lal Hotchandani ‘Lachaar’, Dostan Ji Dosti
(Short stories)

Tamil : Yuma Vasuki, Thanviyin Piranthanal (Short
stories)

Telugu : P. Chandrashekhar Azad, Maya Lokam
(Novel)

Urdu : Shamsul Islam Farooqi, Barf Ka Des Antarctica
(Short stories)

.) AGREEMENT/MoU/PACT <‘

Defence Ministry Inks MoU with Four Major
Indian Banks for SPARSH Services

Defence Accounts Department (DAD), Ministry of
Defence on June 5, 2024 signed Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) with Bank of India, Canara Bank,
Central Bank of India and Utkarsh Small Finance Bank in
New Delhi to onboard them as SPARSH [System for
Pension Administration (Raksha)] Service Centres across
1,128 branches of the four banks across the country. The
MoUs will provide last-mile connectivity to defence
pensioners, especially in remote areas where they do not
have technical wherewithal to log on to SPARSH.



® With these MoUs, SPARSH Services would now be
available at over 26,000 branches of a total of 15
banks across the country. This is in addition to 199
dedicated service centres of DAD, and more than 3-75
lakh Common Service Centers across the country.

® SPARSH is an initiative of the Ministry of Defence
which aims to provide comprehensive solution to the
defence pensioners. It is a fundamental change in
managing defence pensions as it focuses on bringing
in efficiency, responsiveness and transparency.

® This Pensioner Portal provides a single window for
pensioners to avail the pension-related services such
as a facility to view pension details, pension entitle-
ments, pensioner profile details, Income Tax forms
etc.

® This web-based system processes pension claims and
credits pensions directly into the bank accounts of
defence pensioners without relying on any external
intermediary.

External Affairs Ministry, SBI Ink MoU to
Enhance Digital Payment Services for e-
Migrate Portal Users

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and the State
Bank of India (SBI) signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on June 15, 2024 to enhance digital
payment services for users of the e-Migrate portal. The
agreement was signed by Joint Secretary OE and PGE
,(gye,,r_seqs, Empl_p;;fwnt and Protector General = of
Neelesh Dwivedi, General Manager (NW-I) from SBI, at
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in Delhi. The MoU is meant to
provide an additional digital payment service of the bank
through its payment gateway SBlePay to users of the e-
Migrate portal, including Indian migrant workers and
recruiting agents.
® This MoU will become operational following the

successful integration of SBI's payment gateway,

SBlePay, with the e-Migrate portal.

® The integration of SBlePay with the e-Migrate portal
will allow Indian migrant workers, Recruiting Agents
(RAs), and other users to make various emigration-
related payments with ease. This includes transac-
tions via UPI, credit/debit cards, and NEFT through
net banking of all Indian banks, all with no trans-
action charges.

® Since its launch in 2014, the e-Migrate project has
been assisting Indian workers going to emigration
check required countries for employment by making
the emigration process online and transparent, and to
bring foreign employers, registered recruiting agents
and insurance companies issuing the Pravasi
Bharatiya Bima Yojana on one common platform to
facilitate seamless, safe and legal migration.

® The portal includes a mechanism for the voluntary
registration of emigrants holding ECNR (Emigration
Check Not Required) category passports who are
seeking employment overseas.
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.> SURVEY/REPORT/INDEX <‘

WEF Global Gender Gap Index 2024; India
Placed on 129th Rank

The World Economic Forum released its Global
Gender Gap Index 2024 on June 12, 2024, surveying the
gender gap on 146 countries worldwide. India slipped
two places on the World Economic Forum's Global
Gender Gap index this year and was placed on 129th rank.
In South Asia, India was ranked fifth after Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bhutan while Pakistan was ranked
last. India was among the economies with the lowest
levels of economic parity, with Bangladesh, Sudan, Iran,
Pakistan, and Moroeco as all of them registered less than
30 per cent gender parity in estimated earned income.
India showed the best gender parity in terms of enrolment
in secondary education and ranked 65th globally on
political empowerment of women.

With a population of over 140 crore, India has closed
641 per cent of its gender gap in 2024 and the decline of
two places from 127th last year, mainly happened due to
small declines in ‘Educational Attainment” and ‘Political
Empowerment,” parameters, while “Economic Participa-
tion’ and ‘Opportunity” scores slightly improved.
® Iceland retained its top spot on the WEF Global

Gender Gap Index with a score of 93:5%. Iceland has

been the top performer on the Index in terms of

gender parity for 15 years. It also continues to be the
only economy to have closed over 90% of its gender

FERigrants BramhhcRiigr) R Behalrdof MaiEn, @ s Niggps . /telegram.me/PaperMagzine

® European economies occupy seven spots out of the
global top 10 in the Index. In addition to Iceland,
these include Finland (2nd rank, 87-5%), Norway (3rd
rank, 87-5%), Sweden (5th rank, 81-6%), Germany (7th
rank, 81%), Ireland (9th rank, 80-2%) and Spain (10th
rank, 79-7%). New Zealand secured 4th rank with
83-5%.

® In the world, Sudan was ranked last on the index of
146 countries while Pakistan fell three places to 145th.

® It was the 18th edition of the WEF Global Gender
Gap Index this year.

® The Global Gender Gap Index annually benchmarks
the current state and evolution of gender parity
across four key dimensions : Economic Participation
and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health
and Survival, and Political Empowerment. Since
launching in 2006, it is the longest-standing index
tracking the progress of numerous economies’ efforts
towards closing these gaps over time.

QS World University Rankings 2025; MIT
Retains its Best University Spot in the World,
IIT Bombay Adjudged Best in India

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in
the USA retained its position as the best university or
educational institute in the world by emerging on top
of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University
Rankings 2025 released on June 4, 2024. The rankings
were released after the unveiling event at the QS Edu
Data Summit in Washington D.C. It is the 13th year in a
row MIT got top position on the QS World University



Rankings. MIT is followed by the United Kingdom’s
Imperial College London, which has improved its
position from sixth to second. Imperial College progress is
attributed to several factors, including its improvement in
the “Sustainability” category, (scoring 99-7 out of 100 over-
all) and in various research metrics including ‘Citations
per faculty’, which it earned 86-5 last year, compared to a
total of 93-9 this year.

University of Oxford secured third rank closely
followed by Harvard University for 4th rank. The Univer-
sity of Cambridge, however, has dropped from second
last year to fifth this time. Stanford University also fell,
moving from fifth in the 2024 rankings to sixth in the 2025
QS rankings.

The United States is the most represented country
with 197 ranked institutions, followed by the United
Kingdom with 90 and mainland China with 71.

Indian Institutes on QS World University
Rankings 2025

IIT Bombay was adjudged the best Indian Institute or 1as replaced Afghani- 'gank|  Country Score
University in the QS World University Rankings 2025, [IT  Stan as the least peace- 1| Tceland 12
Bombay is followed by IIT Delhi and the Indian Institute ! cosety the
of Science (I1Sc), Bengaluru, which are ranked second and world. It is followed il L Lo
third in India, respectively. by  Sudan, E_vouth 3 | Austria 1-313

IIT Delhi advanced 47 positions, from 197 last year to  Sudan, Afghanistan, 4 | New Zealand 1323
150 this year, while IISc improved 14 places, from 225 to and Ukraine.  The 5 | Singapore 1-339
211 in the world rankings. Middle East and 7 [ T

The Indian Institute of Technulogy Kharagpur (IIT- Nmﬂ:‘ Africa (MENA) e =
KGP) has secured the fourth spot in India, moving up ™M1® th.e least 2| fontigl e
from 271 in 2024 Rankings to 222 in the latest Rankings. It peaceful region. It is 8 | Denmark 1-382
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285 to 227). IIT Madras has overtaken ITT Kanpur, which, ast :

despite improving from 278 to 263, has slipped to the countries in the world 30| Aaleyh i

sixth position. One of the most significant improvements and the two least ' 116 |India 2:319

has been made by the University of Delhi (DU), which geacefu.l Sudan and 163 | Yemen 3397
emen. - L -

jumped 79 ranks, from 407 last year to 328 this year in
world rankings. The Central university has moved up
from ninth last year to seventh this year.

The Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (IITR),
Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IITG) and Anna
University have secured the 8th, 9th, and 10th ranks, in
India respectively.

Other notable entries include the Indian Institute of
Technology Indore (IIT Indore), Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (BHU) Varanasi, Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), Shoolini University of Biotechnology and Manage-
ment Sciences, and Savitribai Phule Pune University,
which are all in the top 15.

QS World University Rankings 2025 :
Top 10 Institutes/University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), US
Imperial College London, UK

University of Oxford, UK

Harvard University, US

University of Cambridge, UK

Stanford University, US

ETH Ziirich-Swiss Federal Institute of Technology,
Switzerland

National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore
University College London, UK

California Institute of Technology (Caltech), US

i G R e

© %
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Global Peace Index 2024; Iceland Retains it
Top Position on the Index as the Most Peace-
ful Country Worldwide

The Global Peace Index (GPI) 2024 compiled and
released by the Institute for Economics and Peace on June
11, 2024, provides a comprehensive framework for
evaluating the peacefulness of nations. It assesses the
level of peacefulness in 163 countries and territories
around the world. The Global Peace Index (GPI) measures
the state of peace across three key domains : social safety
and security, ongoing domestic and international conflict,
and militarisation, which contribute to a nation’s overall
level of peace.

Iceland remains the most peaceful country, a position
it has held since 2008, followed by Ireland, Austria, New

Zealand, d Singa-
e i Global Peace Index 2024 :

pore—a new entrant ; =
in the top five. Yemen Results in Brief

L1")

India has been ranked on 116th position in 163
countries of the world in the latest GP1 with a score of
2.319. It is the 18th edition of the GPL.

Key Results :

® 97 Countries deteriorated in peacefulness, more than
any year since the inception of the Global Peace Index

in 2008.

Conflicts in Gaza and Ukraine were the primary
drivers of the global fall in peacefulness, as battle
deaths reached 162,000 in 2023.

92 Countries are currently involved in conflicts
beyond their borders, more than at any time since the
inception of the GPL

First of its kind military scoring system suggests that
US military capabilities are up to three times higher
than China.

The global economic impact of violence increased to
$ 191 trillion in 2023, representing 13-5% of global
GDP. Exposure to conflict poses a significant supply
chain risk for governments and businesses.

Militarisation recorded its largest yearly deterioration
since the inception of the GPI, with 108 countries
becoming more militarised.



® 110 million people are either refugees or internally
displaced due to violent conflict, with 16 countries
now hosting more than half a million refugees.

® North America saw the largest regional deterioration,

driven by increases in violent crime and fear of
violence.

WEF Global Energy Transition Index 2024;
Sweden Secures Top Position While India
Ranked 63rd on the Index

European nations dominated the top ranks of the
Global Energy Transition Index 2024 released by the
World Economic Forum (WEF) on June 19, 2024. Sweden
secured the top position on the Index followed by
Denmark, Finland, Switzerland and France, all European
countries in the top five. The Global Energy Transition
Index, published annually by the WEF in association with
Accenture, evaluates nations’ progress and preparedness
in building an equitable, secure, and sustainable energy
future. It tracks government policies and their effective-
ness in reducing carbon dioxide emissions, promoting
non-fossil-based power sources, and enhancing energy
efficiency.

India secured 63rd rank on the Index based on 120
countries worldwide. India improved its position consi-
derably as last time it was ranked on 67th position on the
Index. The improvement shown by India and some other
developing countries such as China and Brazil assumes
significance as 83 per cent of countries have moved back-
wards from last year in at least one of the three energy

e dimensions—security 5 equity, and,

%ﬁéﬁﬁ']’ﬁngﬁo &°0f Various initiatives' faken in’
India, the World Economic Forum (WEF) said the country
is leading the way in creating outcomes that can be repli-
cated elsewhere. It said the governments can also consider
creating awareness and policy interventions, such as
guidelines for energy-efficient built infrastructure and
incentives for retrofitting, to shape an enabling environ-
ment for accelerated adoption.

The WEF also lauded the strides made by India in its
clean energy infrastructure, with renewable energy and
biomass comprising 42 per cent of its power generation
capacity, making it the fourth-largest renewables market
globally.

With annual investments nearing USD 10 billion,
India is driving the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) and
the production of green hydrogen.

.) CONFERENCE/MEETINGS <‘

India-IORA Cruise Tourism Conference Held
in New Delhi

The two-day India-Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) Cruise Tourism Conference was organized in
New Delhi on June 13 and 14, 2024. Officials and experts
from the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Member
States including Bangladesh, Kenyva, Madagascar,
Maldives, Mozambique, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Seychel-
les and Tanzania participated in the Conference. The
Conference provided a platform for stakeholders to share
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best practices and policy initiatives towards developing
and strengthening the cruise tourism sector in IORA
Member States. The objective of the Conference is to bring
together government and business stakeholders from
IORA Member States and Dialogue Partners working in
the Indian Ocean Region cruise tourism sector and related
sectors.

FICCI in partnership with Indian Ocean Rim Asso-
ciation (IORA) secretariat and the Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India, organized a 2-day, India-
IORA Cruise Tourism Conference at Sushma Swaraj

Bhawan, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.
Indo-French Satellite

ISRO Announces
Mission TRISHNA

Indian space agency ISRO on June 5, 2024 on the
occasion of World Environment Day, announced a joint
Indo-French infrared earth observation satellite mission,
TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-Red Imaging Satellite for High-
Resolution Natural Resource Assessment), to monitor
surface temperature and water management around the
world. The project will provide data points for climate
impacts on earth through evapotranspiration monitoring,
which measures the evaporation of water from land as
well as release from plant.

The joint Indo-French mission will study water

~presence. and concentrations, as well,as d includ-

SCIENCE/SPACE

quantifying water being used on land and how. ISRO said
for heat, the satellite will monitor thermal anomalies and
spikes, emission of heat from land, surface energy, urban
heat islands, and other global parametres.

® In the process, the satellite will also study aerosols,
water vapour, and clouds in the atmosphere around
the world. It is currently tentatively set to launch in
2025 with an expected lifespan of 5 years.

The satellite will carry two primary payloads. The
Thermal Infra-Red (TIR) payload will be provided by
the French space agency CNES, and will be a four
channel long-wavelength infrared imaging sensor
that will study high-resolution surface temperature.
It will also map the amounts of heat radiated back
from land in different regions.

The Visible Near Infrared-Red Short Wave Infrared-
Red (VNIR-SWIR) payload is being developed by
ISRO, and will map over seven bands the reflectivity
or albedo of earth’s surface. This will measure the
amount of heat reflecting off the earth’s surface, and
will also calculate various biophysical and radiation
budget variables, according to the mission announce-
ment by ISRO.

The agency said the data points that will be provided
by the satellite will help in solving surface energy
balance to estimate surface heat fluxes — addressing
causes that lead to excessive radiation of heat from
certain areas, water depletion, and how to mitigate
these issues.

D



® ISRO also said the TRISHNA mission will address
crucial water and food security challenges, focusing
on anthropogenic or human-induced impacts of
climate change.

® Evapotranspiration monitoring includes soil evapora-
tion and water transpiration from planets. This is an
important metric to monitor agriculture, and data
will help in maintaining soil moisture levels in the
face of increasing droughts affecting Indian farmers.

.) PLACES IN THE NEWS <‘

Smritivan in Kutch (Gujarat)

Smritivan in Kutch was in June 2024 included in the
prestigious World Selection for the Prix Versailles
Museums 2024. In a post on X platform, Union Minister
Amit Shah said “It is a touching moment for all of us as
Smritivan in Kutch finds a place in the prestigious World
Selection for the Prix Versailles Museums 2024. Envi-
sioned by PM Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Smritivan is a
museum that preserves the memories of the people we
lost in the devastating earthquake in 2001, Its inclusion in
the World Selection for the Prix Versailles Museums 2024
will spread the fragrance of their memories worldwide.”

Smritivan in Kutch (Gujarat); Facts in Brief :

® Spread approximately 470 acres, Smriti Van cele-
brates the resilience of the people who endured the
2001 earthquake, which had its epicenter in Bhuj and
claimed around 13,000 lives.

40 [ihé/Memorial cinelu
perished in the disaster,
Modi in August 2022.

® The state-of-the-art Smritivan Earthquake Museum is
organized into seven thematic blocks : Rebirth, Redis-
cover, Restore, Rebuild, Rethink, Relive, and Renew.

® Rebirth : This block illustrates Earth's evolution and
its capacity to overcome challenges.

® Rediscover : Showcases Gujarat’s topography and the
various natural disasters the state is prone to.

® Restore : Takes visitors back to the immediate
aftermath of the 2001 earthquake, highlighting the
extensive relief efforts by individuals and orga-
nisations.

® Rebuild : Highlights Gujarat's rebuilding initiatives
and success stories following the earthquake.

® Rethink : Encourages visitors to understand different
types of disasters and emphasises the importance of
future preparedness.

® Relive : Offers an earthquake simulation experience
in a 5D simulator, giving visitors a realistic sense of
such an event.

® Renew : Provides a space for remembrance, allowing
visitors to pay homage to the lost souls.

Geneva (Switzerland)

was inaugurate

The International Labour Organization (ILO) orga-
nized its annual International Labour Conference in
Geneva, Switzerland from June 3 to 14, 2024. The Indian
delegation to the 112th International Labour Conference
(ILC) led by Smt. Sumita Dawra, Secretary, Ministry of
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Labour & Employment showcased the e-Shram portal and
its present integrations and achievements during the
sidelines of the ILC on June 4, 2024 at Geneva, Switzer-
land. More than 4,900 delegates—representing Govern-
ments, and Employers" and Workers' organizations
attended the Conference. The agenda for this year's ILO
conference included a standard-setting discussion on
protection against biological hazards, a general discussion
on decent work and the care economy and a recurrent
discussion on the strategic objective of fundamental
principles and rights at work.

.> BOOKS & AUTHORS <‘

1. Ed Finds a Home —Alia Bhatt
2. 1 Have the Streets : A Kutti Cricket Story

—R. Ashwin
3. AFly onthe RBI Wall —Alpana Killawala

4. The Winner's Mindset —Shane Watson

.)IMPORTANT DAYS/WEEKS/YEARS <‘

August 2024
National
August 7
August 9
August 15
August 20

National Handloom Day

Quit India Movement was launched
India’s Independence Day
Sadbhavana Diwas

des the /15amis Mam sAHEED §?x@§@h§?ﬁ?ﬁf&?ﬂ$é%fﬁ§?%“e

August 30 Small Industry Day

International
August 6 Hiroshima Day
August 9 International Day of the World’s Indi-

genous People, Nagasaki Day

August 12 International Youth Day

August 19 World Photography Day, World Humani-
tarian Day

August 21 World Senior Citizen Day i

Continued from Page 24

and obstruction of parliamentary functioning are two
different things. When Parliament conducts its business
smoothly, when healthy deliberations take place here,
when far-reaching decisions are taken, then the people
repose confidence not only in the government but also in
the entire system. Therefore, I am confident that every
moment of Parliament will be fully utilised and public
interest will be given priority.”

She went on to say, “In the coming years the
decisions taken and policies framed by the government
and the Parliament of India will be keenly watched by the
whole world. It is the responsibility of every member of
Parliament as well as of the government, to ensure the
country gets utmost benefits during this favourable
period. With the reforms that have taken place in the last
10 years and the new confidence that has been infused in
the country, we have gained a new momentum to make
India a developed nation.” Fliarpan



Employment And
Career News

Staff Selection
Commission

Invites online applications from
eligible candidates for ‘Combined
Graduate Level Examination, 2024
for filling up of various Group ‘B’
and Group ‘C’ posts in different
Ministries/ Departments/ Organiza-
tions of Government of India and
various Constitutional  Bodies/
Statutory Bodies/ Tribunals, etc.

Last Date for Submission of
Online Applications : July 24, 2024.

Age Limit (As on August 1,
2024) : Age limit varies as per the
various posts. Candidates are
advised to visit SSC for ‘Combined
Graduate Level Examination, 2024
advertisement on https:/ /ssc.gov.in.

Essential Educational Quali-

r&ﬁﬁﬁ&d ggte;én:qg st;e-asa

ment remgnued University of insti-
tution. But for some posts additional
qualifications are also required.
Junior Statistical Officer

Bachelor’s Degree in any subject from
a recognized University or Institute
with at least 60% marks in Mathe-
matics at 12th standard level.

Bachelor’'s Degree in any subject
with Statistics as one of the subjects
at degree level.

Statistical Investigator Grade-
I : Bachelor's Degree in any subject
with Statistics as one of the subjects
from a recognized University or
Institute. The candidates must have
studied Statistics as a subject in all
the three years or all the 6 semesters
of the graduation course.

Scheme of the Examination :
There will be a computer based
Examination in Tier 1 and Tier 2.
Tier-1 will consist of 100 Objective
Type, Multiple Choice Questions
based on General Intelligence and
Reasoning, General Awareness,
Quantitative Aptitude and English
Comprehension. Each section will
carry 25 questions. Successful candi-
dates in Tier 1 will move to Tier 2.

How to Apply : Applications
must be submitted only in online

&Tﬁf g:ter ie. 1‘[“‘[]%(‘ goiyﬁg? O

Atal Blhan Va]payee
' Medical University
Uttar Pradesh

Invites applications from eligible
candidates for U.P. GNM Entrance

Last Date for Submission of
Online Applications : July 12, 2024.

All admissions in GNM Courses
for all Private Institutions / Colleges
[ Schools running GNM Program in
the State of Uttar Pradesh for acade-
mic session 2024-25 will be done
through this UP GNM Entrance Test
(UPGET)-2024 only.

Age : Minimum age for admiss-
ion is 17 years on or before 31st
December, 2024.

Essential Educational Qualifi-
cations : 10+2 with English and must
have obtained a minimum of 40% at
the qualifying examination and
English individually from any recog-
nised board. Candidates are also
eligible from State Open School
recognised by State Government and
National Institute of Open School

(NIOS) recognised by Central

Government. However Science is

referable (cor Iectl\te)
] i?a‘rﬁs @Z fer©

calculating the percentage of marks
excluding the marks in English. Also,
it has to be ensured that the can-
didate has pass marks in English.
How to Apply : Applications
shall be submitted through the on-
line mode only via website
www.abvmuup.edu.in

Or Test (UPGET)-2024. Fliagan
A FORTHCOMING COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS, 2024 1
® Central Teacher Eligibility Test, July 2024 (7 July) @ SSC Combined Graduate Level Exam., 2024 (Tier-1)
® Chhattisgarh State Eligibility Test, 2024 (7 July) (Online Closing Date : 25 July, 2024) (Sept-Oct.)
® SSC Combined Higher Secondary (10+2) Level ® UGC/NET/JRF Exam. (June 2024) (21 Aug.—4Sept.)
Exam., 2024 (Tier-1) (8-12July) ® National Defence Academy & Naval Academy
® Rajasthan SSC Supervisor (Woman) Direct Exam. (11), 2024 (1Sept.)
Recruitment Exam., 2024 ® Combined Defence Academy Exam. (11), 2024 (1 Sept.)
® Rajasthan S5C Hostel Superintendent ® Rajasthan SSC Supervisor (Mahila Adhikarita) Direct
(Social Justice and Empowerment Deptt.) Direct Recruitment Exam., 2024 (7 Sept.)
Recruitment Exam., 2024 @ Rajasthan S.5.C. Animal Attendant Direct Recruitment
® Uttarakhand P.CS. Preliminary Exam., 2024 Exam., 2023 (21-24 Sept.)
® Chhattisgarh State Eligibility Test, 2024 @ SSC Multi-Tasking (Non-Technical) Staff & Havaldar
@® CSIR/UGC NET/JRF Exam. (June 2024) (23-27 July) (CBIC & CBN) Exam., 2024 (Oct~Nov.)
® Uttar Pradesh G.N.M. Entrance Exam., 2024 (Online Closing Date : 31 July, 2024)
(UP-GET) @ Indian Air Force Agniveer (Science & Non-Science)
(Online Closing Date : 12 July, 2024) Exam., 2024 (18 Oct.)
® UPSC Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) (Online Closing Date : 28 July, 2024)
Assistant Commandant Exam., 2024 @ Uttar Pradesh P.C.S, Preliminary Exam., 2024 (27 Oct.)
® Rajasthan SSC Lipik Grade-11/Junior Assistant @ Uttar Pradesh Review Officer / Assistant Review
k Direct Recruitment Exam., 2024 Officer etc. Preliminary Exam., 2023 (22 Dec;‘
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India Win
T20 World Cup 2024

India beat South Africa by seven
runs in the final to win the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2024, at the
(Kensigton) Oval in Barbados on
June 29, 2024.

T20 World Cup Winners, Runners up and their Captains

Key Points of T 20 World Cup
2024

India defeated South Africa by 7
runs in the final to win the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup 2024. With this Rohit
Sharma became only the third Indian
captain behind M.S. Dhoni and Kapil
Dev to win an ICC Men's World Cup
(ODI/T201). India’s first major break-
through in  world cricket came
in 1983 when Kapil Dev led the team to
an unexpected and historic victory in
the ODI World Cup held in England.
Defying all odds, India defeated the
mighty West Indies in the final at
Lord's.

Virat Kohli was adjudged the
Player of the Match after his terrific
| knock of 76 runs in the final. India's
[{(batdng/Aar Gonfifneu/ iy 0@
ment soon after he got the prize,
hinting that this was his last T20 match
in Indian colours, It is fitting that Kohli
finishes as a T20 World Cup champion.

Winners : India

Runners-up : South Africa

Player of the Match (Final, T20 World
Cup 2024) : Virat Kohli

Player of the Tournament (T20 World
Cup 2024) : Jasprit Bumrah

Rohit Sharma became the
second captain in the history of
Indian cricket to win the ICC T20
World Cup trophy. India won the
First T20 World Cup under the
captaincy of Mahendra Singh Dhoni
in 2007 at Wanderers Stadium,
Johannesburg (South Africa). South
Africa suffered a major heart-break
after failing to win their first ICC title
after making in the maiden final at
Kensington Oval in Barbados on
June 29, 2024,
® This is India's first ICC trophy in

11 years. Last time, India won an

ICC trophy under the captaincy

of M.S. Dhoni, when Indian

cricket team lifted the Cham-

pions Trophy in 2013.
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Edi- ; e Winning
tions| Year| Host(s) | Final Venue | Winner | Result | Runner- |Teams Captain
up
India South
West | Kensington | win the Africa
9 |2024| Indies Oval, final | [ndia 20 Rohit
United | Bridgetown | [ndia |wonby7| 169/8 Sharma
States 176/7 runs (20
(20 overs)
Overs)
Melbourne | England Pakistan
N R England
8 |2022|Australia Cricket 138/5 |lwon by 5 137/8 16 Jos Buttler
Ground (19 wickets (20
Melbourne overs} overs)
Dubai Australia|Australia| New
7 |2021| UAE ) won by 8| Zealand | 16 |Aaron Finch
o International Siiclats
man Stadiumy 173/2 172/4
Dubai (185 {20
overs) overs)
6 |2016| India Eden West West | England
i Gardens, | Indies | Indies e s Daren
L Magiazinels khns [7ig) e iwan bys [TiEs apenVeasasine
(19-4 wickets (20
overs) overs)
Sher-e- Sri Sri India
5 |2014| Bangla- | Bangla Lanka | Lanka 16 Lasith
desh Stadium, 134/4 |wonby6| 130/4 Malinga
Dhaka (175 wickets (20
overs) overs)
R. Premadasa| West West Sri
4 |2012 Sri Stadium, Indies Indies Lanka 12 Daren
Lanka Colombo 137/6 | won by | 101 all Sammy
(0 | 36Tuns |out (184
overs) overs)
3 |2010| West | Kensington | England | England |Australia Paul
Indies Oval, 148/3 |wonby 7 147/¢ 12 |[Collingwood
Bridgetown (17 wickets (20
overs) Overs)
2 |2009| England Lord’s Pakistan | Pakistan |  Sri
London won by 8| Lanka 12 Younis
139/2 | wickets | 13g/6 Khan
(18-4 (20 overs
overs)
1 |2007| South | Wanderers India India | Pakistan
Africa Stadium, 157/5 [wonby 5[ 152 a1 12 | M.S. Dhoni
Johannesburg| (20 uns | oyt (194
overs) overs)

® England and West Indies are the
only two teams in T20 World
Cup history to win the title

twice.

® This was the first time that the
ICC organised a 20-team World
Cup and several of the smaller
nations showed that they can
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pack a punch. Th:s World Cup

was a lot of firsts in many ways.
This was the first time that co-
hosts USA played in the T20
World Cup and managed to beat
Pakistan and Canada to qualify
for the Super 8 stages of the
tournament. This was also the
first time that South Africa
qualified for the final of any
World Cup, and the first time

theTZO World Cup final in

that any team (i.c., India) won

the T20 World Cup undefeated.

@ Jasprit Bumrah finished the

tournament with 15 wickets, _

Rincluing ewofor 18 ircthéFinal o

match and was declared the
player of the Tournament.

® Defending a target of 177 runs,
Hardik Pandya took three ®
wickets as India restricted the
Proteas to 169/8 in 20 overs.
Meanwhile, Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh returned with
figures of 2/18 and 2/20.

® Virat Kohli was at his best form
on June 29, 2024, as India ended ®

Bridgetown. Having been in
poor form throughout the
tournament, he silenced his
critics with a knock of 76 runs
off 59 balls as India posted
176/7 in 20 overs.

Virat Kohli announced his
retirement from T20 Inter-
national cricket after India beat
South Africa in the final of the
2024 T20 World Cup in
Barbados. Virat Kohli, the
player of the match in the final,

. _announcej, thl;_was hlb labt T2DI -
Total Prlze Money for T 20
World Cup 2024

The  International Cricket
Council (ICC) had marked a
staggering $ 11-25 million or
¥ 9380 crore as the pool prize for
this season’s T20 World Cup.
This is the highest prize money
for any T20 World Cup till now.
From the pool prize, team India
as winners will receive ¥ 20-42

® Semi-finalists

South Africa will get T 10:67
crore.

England and
Afghanistan will get ¥ 6:56 crore.
The teams that didn't make out
of the Super eight were awarded
T 318 crore, while the teams
ranking between 9 to 12 and 13
to 20 have received T 2:06 crore
and ¥ 1-87 crore respectively.

® Moreover, each team received

an extra ¥ 26 lakh for winning a
match in the tournmament
excluding semis and finals.

Most Runs

This T20 World Cup was a low-
scoring affair as the bowlers domi-
nated the tricky low and slow pitches
of both USA and in the Caribbean
islands. Afghanistan’s Rahmanullah
Gurbaz turned out to be the top
scorer in the tournament followed by
Rohit Sharma and Travis Head.
Gurbaz had dominated the group
stages of this tournament, while
Rohit lit up in the Super 8 and the

their [CC trophy drought, !
defeating South  Africa in crore, while the runner-ups
Top Scorers of the Tournament
Batsman Country/Team Matches Highest Strike | Total
Score Rate Runs
Rahmanullah Afghanistan 8 80 124.33 281
Gurbaz
Rohit Sharma India 8 92 158 257
Travis Head Australia 7 76 158 255
Top Wicket Takers of the Tournament
Bowler ~ Country/Team | Matches | Total | Overs Runs
Wickets conceded
Fazalhaq Afghanistan 8 17 | 25 160
Farugi
Arshdeep Singh| India 8 17 30 215
Jusprit India 8 15 29 124
Bumrah
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semi-final.
® Each of these three knocks were

memorable in their own right

but perhaps, it was the knock
' Sirom’ USA! videlGaptiin ‘Aaror ©

Jones that stole the show.
Playing the inaugural match of
the T20 World Cup 2024, Jones
smashed 94 runs to help USA
earn their maiden win in T20
World Cup, which set the tone
for the rest of their campaign.
Rohit Sharma failed to finish the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2024
after he score only nine runs in
the South Africa vs India final
on June 29, 2024. Rohit Sharma
finished as the second highest
run-getter, with 257 runs in
eight matches.

In eight innings, Kohli has
scored to cross the 151 runs in
eight innings. His best score in
the T20 World Cup 2024 is 76
runs, which came in the India vs
South Africa final on June 29,
2024,

However, Kohli's record before
the T20 World Cup 2024 speaks
for itself. Despite a lacklustre
outing in the US and Caribbean,
Kohli is the highest run-getter
in T20 World Cup history. Rohit,

Continued on Page 48
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Rohit Sharma Becomes First
Batsman to Hit 600 Sixes in
International Cricket

Indian men’s cricket team
skipper and opening batsman Rohit
Sharma achieved the milestone of
600 sixes in international cricket
across format on June 5, 2024 during
the clash between India and Ireland
in the ICC T20 World Cup 2024 at
the Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New
York. In the match against Ireland,
Rohit scored 52 runs from 37 runs at
a strike rate of 140-54. He slammed 4
fours and 3 sixes in that match to
become the first cricketer to hit 600 in
international cricket. Rohit is miles
rghead ofrhis compatriots Virat Kohli

" (257), KL Rahul (184)”and Hardik ~

Pandya (148) in terms of hitting sixes
and has no challengers at the top of
the world game. Rohit took 499
innings to hit 600 sixes in inter-
national cricket.

During this match, the opener
also became the second player to
score 4000+ runs across all three
formats after Virat Kohli. The 37-
year-old also completed 4000 runs in

the T20Is after his stupendous knock
against Ireland in the T20 World Cup
2024.
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Real Madrid Wins its Record-
extending 15th UEFA Cham-
pions League Title

Real Madrid emerged champion
of the UEFA Champions League title
for record-extending 15th time as it
prevailed over Borussia Dortmund
2-0 in the final on June 1, 2024 at
Wembley Stadium, London. Dani
Carvajal and Vinicius Jr. scored goals
in the final to help Spanish football
club to lift the Champions League
trophy for the 15th time.

India Announced Host of
FIH Hockey Men’s Junior
World Cup 2025

The International Hockey Fede-
ration (FIH), the global hockey
governing body on June 11, 2024
announced India as the host of FIH
Hockey Men's Junior World Cup
2025. The tournament will be played

Most Six Hitting Cricketers in International Cricket
(As on June 5, 2024)

Player Span Inns Runs | Ave BF 4s 6s ]

| perb

Rohit Sharma 2007-2024 | 499 | 18872 | 43-48 | 21771 | 1809 | 600 3628

Chris Gayle 1999-2021 | 551 | 19593 | 3797 | 25370 | 2332 | 553 | 4587

Shahid Afridi 1996-2018 | 508 | 11196 | 2392 | 9809 | 1053 | 476 206

Brendon 2002-2016 | 474 | 14676 | 3437 | 17872 | 1552 | 398 449
MecCullum

Martin Guptill | 2009-2022 | 402 | 13463 | 359 | 16565 | 1385 | 383 = 43-25

MS Dhoni 2004-2019 | 526 | 17266 | 4496 | 21834 | 1486 | 359 | 60-81

Sanath 1989-2011 | 651 21032 | 34-14 | 25910 | 2486 | 352 73-6
Jayasuriya

Eoin Morgan | 20062022 | 361 ? 10859 | 356 | 11530 | 917 | 346 [ 33-32

Jos Buttler 2011-2024 | 361 | 10979 | 36:11 | 11749 | 1025 | 330 35-6

ABde Villiers | 20042018 | 484 | 20014 | 4811 | 26787 | 2004 | 328 | 8166
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in December 2025 and will be the
first time ever that a FIH Hockey
Junior World Cup will include as
many as 24 teams. India will host the
tournament for the fourth time since
2013. In the last edition of the tourna-
ment that took place in Malaysia,
Germany won the title by defeating
France 2-1.

Dr. Dilip Tirkey, President of
Hockey India, said, “We're delighted
that the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) chose India to host
the FIH Hockey Men’s Junior World
Cup 2025. We would like to express
our sincere thanks to the FIH and
FIH President Dato Tayyab Ikram for
entrusting us with this tournament.”

ﬁ; TENNIS [))

,Erench Open_ 2024; , Carlos
““Alcaraz and Iga Swiatek"'Win

Singles Titles

French Open 2024, the second
lawn tennis Grand Slam event of the
year 2024 was organized from May
26 to June 9, 2024 on the clay courts
of Roland Garros, Paris. Third seed
Carlos Alcaraz from Spain emerged
champion of the French Open 2024
Men’s Singles title as he prevailed
over fourth seed Alexander Zverev

Carlos Alcaraz with his maiden French
Open trophy in Paris.
from Germany 6-3, 2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2
in a nail-biting final on June 09, 2024
at the Court Philippe-Chatrier in
Paris. It was third Grand Slam
singles title of Carlos Alcaraz and
first French Open title. With the win,
Alcaraz becomes the youngest player
to win a men’s singles Major on three



different surfaces. His first Grand
Slam title came on the hard courts of
the US Open in 2022, followed by the
grass-court title at Wimbledon in
2023. Carlos Alcaraz defeated Jannik
Sinner from Italy in the semi-final to
secure his place in the French Open
final for the first time.

Iga Swiatek from Poland
defeated 12th seed Jasmine Paolini
from Italy in straight sets (6-2, 6-1) in
the final of the French Open 2024
Women'’s Singles event on June 08,
2024 in Paris and achieved the rare
feat of winning a third successive
French Open women's singles title. It
has secured 23-year-old Swiatek a
fourth title in Paris and a fifth Grand
Slam triumph overall after her
victory at the 2022 US Open. She had
won her first French open title in
2020. She is the fourth woman in the
Open era to lift the French Open title
four times—after Justine Henin,
Chris Evert and Steffi Graf. Swiatek
pipped Coco Gauff from the USA in
the semi-final.

Marcelo Arevalo of El Salvador
and Mate Pavic of Croatia won the
_French Open 2024 Men’s Doubles
[ itlébéiling draliats)Sinjone/ Boleli
and Andrea Vavassori 7-5, 6-3 in the
final on June 8 at the Court Philippe-
Chatrier in Paris. It was the ninth
seeds’ first grand slam as a pair.
Arevalo, 33, won the French Open
men's doubles title in 2022, with
Dutchman Jean-Julien Rojer, while
the 30-year-old Pavic has now won
men'’s doubles titles in all four grand
slams.

Coco Gauff from the USA and
her Czech Republic tennis court
partner Katerina Siniakova emerged
champion of the French Open 2024
Women's Doubles title as they troun-
ced Italian pair of Jasmine Paolini
and Sara Errani 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 in the
final on June 9.

Laura Siegemund from Ger-
many and Edouard Roger-Vasselin
from France beat Desirae Krawczyk
of the USA and Neal Skupski from
Britain 6-4, 7-5 in the final to win the
mixed doubles title at the French
Open on June 06. This is the first
tournament Siegemund and Roger-
Vasselin played together. Siegemund,
a 36-year-old from Germany, pre-
viously won the US Open mixed
doubles with a different partner in
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2016 and women’s doubles in 2020.
For the 40-year-old Roger-Vasselin of
France, this is his first mixed doubles
trophy. His only other major title
came in the French Open men's
doubles in 2014.

Jannik Sinner Wins Halle
Open 2024

Jannik Sinner from Italy on June
23, 2024 clinched the ATP Halle
Open 2024 Singles title beating his
doubles partner Hubert Hurkacz
from Poland 7-6(8) 7-6(2) in the final.
It was Sinner’s first grass court title
and 14th ATP career title.

Italian duo Simone Bolelli and
Andrea Vavassori won the ATP Halle
Open 2024 doubles title beating local
German pair Kevin Krawietz and
Tim Puetz 7-6(3), 7-6(5) in the final.
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BWF Singapore Open 2024;

China Dominates with 4
Titles

China dominated the BWF
LA L MRS SR AL Lo

sweepitig 4 out of 5 major titles of
the tournament. The BWF Singapore
Open 2024 Women's Singles title
went to South Korea when An Se-
Young defeated China’s Chen Yufei
21-19, 16-21, 21-12 in the final on
June 2, 2024 in Singapore to retain
the BWF Singapore Open 2024
Women's Singles title. It is An’s third
title of the year after her success in
the Malaysia Open in January and
the French Open in March this year.

Shi Yuqi from China clinched
the BWF Singapore Open 2024 Men's
Singles title beating compatriot Li
Shi Feng 17-21, 21-19, 21-19 in the
final on June 2. China captured the
Singapore Open 2024 Mixed Doubles
title when Chinese duo Zheng Siwei
and Huang Yaqgiong beat Chinese
Taipei's pair Yang Po-hsuan and
Hu Ling-fang 21-11, 21-19 in the
final, while Chen Qing Chen and Jia
Yifan from China won the women's
doubles title by defeating Japan's
Nami Matsuyama and Chiharu
Shida 21-15, 21-12 in the final.

Young Chinese duo He Ji Ting
and Ren Xiang Yu clinched the BWF
Singapore Open 2024 Men’s Doubles

title beating Indonesia's Fajar Alfian
and Muhammad Rian Ardianto 21-
19, 21-14.

BWF Indonesia Open 2024;
China Takes 4 Major Titles

China reasserted itself as the
badminton powerhouse of the world
by sweeping 4 out of 5 major titles
at the BWF Indonesia Open 2024, a
World Tour Super 1000 badminton
event. Chinese shuttler Shi Yugqi
defeated Denmark’s Anders
Antonsen 21-9, 12-21, 21-14 in the
final on June 9, 2024 at the Istora
Senayan stadium in Jakarta to win
the Indonesia Open 2024 Men's
Singles title, his back-to-back title
after his Singapore Open success a
week earlier. He is the first Chinese
male shuttler to win Indonesia Open
Singles since 1989,

China's Chen  Yufei took
revenge of her Singapore Open 2024
Women’s Singles title loss to An Se-
Young from South Korea as Chen
defeated An Se-Young 21-14, 14-21,
21-18 in the final on June 9 to win
the Indonesia Open 2024 Women's
Singles title.

Chinese duo Liang Wei keng
and Wang Chang emerged yictorious
Qigainst! Maldysia'si Man' Wei! Chohg ©
and Kai Wun Tee in a three-set
thriller 19-21, 21-16, 21-12 to win the
Indonesia Open 2024 Men's Doubles
title.

In an all Chinese final of the
Mixed Doubles event, Jiang Zhen
Bang and Wei Ya Xin outplayed
fellow Chinese pair Zheng Siwei and
Huang Yagiong 21-11, 21-14 and
won the title.

South Korean pair of Baek Ha
Na and Lee So Hee clinched the
Indonesia Open 2024 Women's
Doubles title beating Chinese pair of
Chen Qing Chen and Jia Yi Fan in
straight sets 21-17, 21-13 in the final.

BWF Australian Open 2024

Lee Zii Jia from Malaysia
emerged champion of the BWF
Australian Open 2024 Men's Singles
title, beating Japan’s Kodai Naraoka
21-19, 11-21, 21-18 in the final on
June 16, 2024 in Sydney. It was Lee’s
sixth career win on the BWF World
Tour and came on the back of victory
at the Thailand Open last month.

Aya Ohori of Japan clinched the
Australian Open 2024 Badminton
Women'’s Singles title with a gutsy
17-21, 21-19, 21-16 victory over Indo-



nesian teenager Ester Nurumi Tri
Wardoyo in the final. It was only her
second title on tour, having won her
first at the Thailand Masters this year.

In the Men’s Doubles final,
China’s He Ji Ting and Ren Xiang Yu
swept past Indonesian pair Moham-
mad Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan 21-
11, 21-10.

Indonesian duo  Febriana
Dwipuji Kusuma and Amallia
Cahaya Pratiwi won the Australian
Open 2024 Women’s Doubles title
beating Malaysia’s Lai Pei Jing and
Lim Chiew Sien 12-21, 21-7, 21-13 in
the final. Chinese top seeds Jiang
Zhen Bang and Wei Ya Xin overcame
countrymen Guo Xin Wa and Chen
Fang Hui in the mixed doubles
decider by two-games-to-one.
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Max Verstappen Wins
Canadian Grand Prix 2024

Reigning Formula One cham-
pion Max Verstappen of Red Bull
team won the Canadian Grand Prix
for the third straight year on June 9,
FIPR 4] Girewif\Gilles Nil
Montreal as he finished the race
fastest in 1 hour, 45 minutes and
47927 seconds, beating runner-up
Lando Norris of McLaren by about 3
seconds. George Russell, the pole
sitter in the race finished third for
Mercedes team.

It was Verstappen's 60th Fl
victory and 6th victory of the current
F1 season out of 9 races so far.

Max Verstappen
Spanish Grand Prix 2024

Red Bull's star F1 driver Max
Verstappen emerged winner of the
Spanish Grand Prix 2024 for third
consecutive year on June 23, 2024 at
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya in
Barcelona, Spain as he defeated
McLaren’s Lando Norris who
finished runner up in the race, by
2219 seconds in a close fight.
Verstappen finished the race fastest
in 1 hour, 28 minutes and 20227
seconds. Norris was also the pole
position holder in the race. With this
win, Verstappen extended his cham-
pionship lead to a hefty 69 points,
with Norris moving up to become
the triple world champion’s closest
rival and also taking a bonus point
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Wins

for fastest lap. The Spanish GP 2024
win was Verstappen’s seventh in 10
races so far this season, and 61st of
his career.

Lewis Hamilton finished third in
the race.

CHESS .

Magnus Carlsen Wins
Norway Chess Title 2024; Ju
Wenjun Wins Women'’s Title

Local lad Magnus Carlsen
emerged champion of the Norway
Chess title 2024 beating Fabiano
Caruana of the United States in
Armageddon with white pieces in
the final round at Stavanger on June
7, 2024. Carlsen emerged the clear
winner of the Norway Chess title
for the 6th time with 17-5 points.
Carlsen’s victory was confirmed by
Praggnanandhaa from India holding
World No 2 Hikaru Nakamura to
a draw in the classical portion.
Praggnanandhaa returned in the
Armageddon format to take down
Nakamura to hand the American his
second defeat in the Armageddon

from a possible 11, collecting her
second title in a row after winning
the Sharjah Challengers in May this
vear. She won nine of her games,
while drawing the other two.
Armenia’s Mariam Mkrtchyan fini-
shed at the second spot with a total
of 9:5 points with Azerbaijan’s Ayan
Allahverdiyeva securing the third
spot.
Divya Deshmukh is the fourth
Indian to win the FIDE under-20
Girl's World Chess Championship
after Koneru Humpy, Harika Drona-
valli and Soumya Swaminathan.
Kazakhstan’s International
Master Nogerbek Kazybek won the
FIDE U-20 Boys World Junior Chess
Championship 2024 with 85 points
out of 11 rounds ahead of Grand
Masters Emin Ohayan (8:5) and Luka
Budisavljevic. Fliarpan

Continued from Page 45
who played two scintillating
innings leading into the, is just
five runs away from his
compatriot.
Most Wickets
The tricky New York pitch and
then the spin-assisting pitches of the
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akamura still finished runner-
up with 155 points, while the
Chennai teenager took third place
with 14-5,

Meanwhile, in the women’s
section of Norway Chess, Ju Wenjun
from China claimed the title with
19 points ahead of Ukraine’s Anna
Muzychuk who was three points
behind her in second place. Ju ended
her campaign on a high note, beating
compatriot Lei Tingjie in the classical
game. Lei took third place with 145
points, 1:5 behind the runner-up
Anna Muzychuk of Ukraine.

Divya Deshmukh Wins FIDE
U-20 Girls World Junior
Chess Championship 2024;
Nogerbek Kazybek Takes
Boys Title

International Master Divya
Deshmukh from India on June 13,
2024 clinched the FIDE U-20 Girls
World Junior Chess Championship
2024 title after defeating Bulgarian
Grand Master Beloslava Krasteva
using white pieces in the final round.
Deshmukh remained unbeaten in
the event and secured the top spot
finishing with a total of 10 points

gala time in the tournament. Afghani-
stan’s Fazalhaq Farooqi dominated
the bowling charts, just like his
compatriot Gurbaz, who led the
batting charts in this tournament.
Arshdeep Singh also became
the joint highest wicket-taker in the
tournament, yet another left-armer,
who had the ability to swing the ball
into the right hander. Arshdeep
provided able support for Bumrah in
the Indian team and took respon-

sibility for taking the new ball.
Lowest Economy in a T20 WC
Edition
Player E“’l::;m" Edition
Jasprit Bumrah 417 2024
Sunil Narine 4-60 2014
W. Hasamaﬁa 5-20 2021
The Indian speedster Jasprit

Bumrah might not have been the
highest wicket-taker in T20 World
Cup 2024, but he certainly was the
most impactful bowler of the
tournament. Bumrah broke open
multiple games with his bowling and
was one of the main reasons behind
India winning the title in 2024.  Hip=



Science &

Technology :

Humble Fern from New Caledonia Boasts
World's Largest Genome

New research has revealed that the fork fern species,
Tmesipteris oblanceolata, holds the record for the largest
genome of any living organism on the planet. This fern’s
genome is 7% larger than that of the previous record-
holder, the Japanese flowering plant Paris japonica, and
more than 50 times the size of the human genome.

Genome Size and Comparison : The genome size of
Tmesipteris oblanceolata is a staggering 160-45 billion
base pairs (Gbp), which is 11 billion more than the pre-
vious record holder, Paris japonica, and 50 times more
than the human genome.

If the DNA in each cell of this fern were stretched
out, it would extend nearly 350 feet (106 meters), which
is taller than iconic structures such as New York's Statue
of Liberty, London’s Big Ben, or India's Taj Mahal. In
comparison, the human genome would extend a mere 6-
1/2 feet (2 meters).

Characteristics of Tmesipteris oblanceolata : Tmesi-
pteris oblanceolata is a small plant, typically 10-15
centimeters (4-6 inches) in height, and is not very showy.

) (3t primaily grows on. tmg;quad or atop, fallen tree, _proclamation;has.

“feld oF quan

“"trunks in New Caledonia; about 750 miles (1,200 km)
east of Australia, and on neighboring islands such as
Vanuatu.

® The leaf-like structures of this fern are not true
leaves but rather flattened stems.

® It belongs to a fern family whose evolutionary
lineage split from other ferns around 350 million
years ago, approximately 120 million years before
dinosaurs appeared.

Significance of the Large Genome : The large
genome of Tmesipteris oblanceolata is not considered to
be beneficial from an evolutionary standpoint. It is
believed that the fern has such a large genome because it
has failed over time to efficiently remove non-functional
or redundant DNA sequences.

Genome size has multiple consequences : Bigger
genomes necessitate bigger cells to house them and take
longer to replicate the DNA, slowing down cellular
division underpinning growth, potentially reducing the
ability of a plant species to compete for light, water, and
nutrients, making it ecologically more restricted.

No relationship between an organism's physical
size and its genome size : The little fern's genome is
about 6,000% bigger than that of a blue whale, Earth's
largest animal, and about 4,650% bigger than that of an
African elephant, the largest land animal. It also is about
1,500% larger than that of the giant redwood, the tallest
plant.

@ Africa’s marbled lung fish has the biggest-known
animal genome. The fern's is nearly 25% larger.
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® Genome size is an important biodiversity character,
influencing how, where, and when a plant is able to
grow and compete, and respond to environmental
challenges such as climate change and pollution.

2025 to be International Year of Quantum
Science and Tech

The United Nations has officially declared 2025 as
the International Year of Quantum Science and Tech-
nology (1YQ) in a year-long, worldwide initiative aimed
at increasing public awareness of the importance of
quantum science and applications.

This proclamation is the result of a resolution led
by Mexico in May 2023, which was soon joined by other
countries.

Significance of the Proclamation : The timing of
this proclamation is not coincidental, Next year will be a
century since the German physicist Werner Heisenberg
published a famous paper that laid the foundation stone
of what would come to be called quantum mechanics.
This initiative has also received the endorsements of
several international scientific unions.

Quantum Science and Technology Initiatives : The

brelrsThigEPL P dZe
tum science and technology.” = <
® The Government of India announced a ‘National

Quantum Mission” in April 2023 at a cost of Rs 6,000

crore, to be implemented from 2023 to 2031 by the

Department of Science & Technology (DST).
® This mission will focus on quantum computing,

quantum communication, quantum sensing and

metrology, and quantum materials and devices.

The mission aims to harness the principles of quan-

tum mechanics to develop new technologies with

transformative effects on electronics, clean energy,
and drug development.

The U.N. statement indicates that a steering com-
mittee is planning global initiatives and events, parti-
cularly those that reach audiences unaware of the impor-
tance of quantum science and technology.

An opening ceremony for the International Year of
Quantum Science and Technology is expected to be
conducted on January 14, 2025, in Berlin,

Chile to Install World's Largest Astronomy
Camera on the Edge of Atacama Desert

The Vera C. Rubin Observatory, located in the
Coquimbo region of northern Chile, is set to house the
largest digital camera ever built for optical astronomy.

Camera Specifications : The digital camera boasts a
resolution above 32 gigapixels and weighs nearly three
tons,

It is part of an integrated system that includes an
eight-meter wide-field ground-based telescope and an
automated data processing system.



Exploration Goals : The observatory’s ten-year
exploration aims to understand the nature of dark energy
and dark matter in the universe, as well as to study the
possibility of Earth colliding with asteroids, stars, and
planets close to the sun.

Data Generation : The camera is expected to gene-
rate approximately 20 terabytes of data per night, and
the ten-year exploration will produce a catalogue
database of 15 petabytes.

Operational Responsibility : The observatory will
be operated by the Association of Universities for
Research in Astronomy (AURA) and NOIRLab center.

AURA is a consortium of 47 US institutions and three
international affiliates that operate astronomical observa-
tories for the National Science Foundation and NASA.

Atacama Desert : The Atacama Desert is located on the
Pacific coast of South America, in the north of Chile.

Location and Size : The Atacama Desert is a desert
plateau stretching over a 1,600 kms-long strip of land west of
the Andes Mountains.

It is situated in northern Chile, between the Andes and
the Pacific Ocean.

Climate and Aridity :
The Atacama Desert is the
driest nonpolar desert in the
world, receiving less than 0-6
inches of rain in an entire
}rear.

It is the only hot true
desert to receive less precipi-
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the world.
Atacama Desert is Dry Due to a Combination of
Several Factors

Rain Shadow Effect: The Atacama Desert is located in a
zone called the ‘shadow of rain’, which is determined by its
geographical location between the Andes mountain range and
the Coastal mountain range.

Cold Ocean Currents : The combination of cold air from
the Peru Current (Humboldt Current) in the Pacific Ocean
and the hot desert air creates a unique weather pattern,
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The cold ocean currents cool the air, causing it to lose its
moisture, which then sweeps across the coastal areas and
inland toward the desert, contributing to its extreme aridity.

High Altitude and Low Humidity : The Atacama Desert
is located over high altitudes, above 2,500 meters above sea
level, which contributes to low drying temperatures and very
low humidity in the air, approximately 10%.

Limited Precipitation and High Evaporation Rates : The

Atacama Desert has an extremely arid climate, characterized
by very low precipitation and high evaporation rates.
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Location and Significance : The observatory is
located in the Coquimbo region, on the edge of the
Atacama Desert, which is known for its clear skies and is
a prime location for astronomical observation.

Non-Invasive Heart Surgery for Dog in
Delhi Vet Hospital

A dog with a complex heart condition underwent a
non-invasive heart surgery at a veterinary hospital in
Delhi, marking the first such procedure to be carried out
by private practitioners in the Indian subcontinent. The
surgery was performed by Dr. Bhanu Dev Sharma, an
interventional cardiologist for small animals at Max PetZ
Hospital in East of Kailash.

Procedure : The surgery involved a Transcatheter
Edge-to-Edge Repair (TEER) procedure using a valve
clamp, which is a combination of microsurgery and an
interventional procedure.

This innovative technique is similar in concept to the
Mitra clip procedure in humans and offers a less invasive
alternative to traditional open heart surgery.

{ The surgery is a significant development as it provides a)
new ray of hope for dogs suffering from Mitral valve disease,
a common and severe condition in dogs.
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Mitral valve disease : It isa problem with the valve
located between the left heart chambers, The upper left heart
chamber is called the left atrium. The bottom left heart
chamber is called the left ventricle.

Symptoms and Complications : Mitral valve disease can
cause symptoms such as fatigue and shortness of breath.
However, many people with this condition may experience no
symptoms. If left untreated, it may lead to more serious
problems, such as heart dilation, heart rhythm problems, and
\ heart failure. 3

Potentially Habitable Earth-sized Exoplanet
Discovered : Gliese 12 b

Astronomers have recently made an exciting dis-
covery of a potentially habitable exoplanet named Gliese
12 b, located about 40 light-years away from Earth. This
exoplanet is one of the closest potentially habitable
worlds discovered so far. The discovery was detailed in a
study published in the Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society.

Key Characteristics of Gliese 12 b :

® Cliese 12 b has an average surface temperature of 42
degrees Celsius, which is lower than the majority of
the 5,000 or so exoplanets discovered thus far.



® [ts size is comparable to Venus and slightly smaller
than Earth.

® Gliese 12 b is warmer than the Earth's average
surface temperature of 15°C.

® The exoplanet orbits a M dwarf star, Gliese 12, every

12-8 days. This star has seven planets orbiting it,

three of which fall within the habitable zone, where

liquid water can exist on the surfaces of planets
orbiting it.

® The star is metal-poor, suggesting it may have
weaker magnetic fields and more volcanism than

Earth.
® Due to the low magnetic activity of the host star,

researchers believe that Gliese 12 b may have an

atmosphere.

Potential for Habitability and Further Investiga-
tion : The researchers argue for more investigation of the
exoplanet, particularly regarding its atmosphere, which
is essential for habitable conditions. There is a possibility
that the exoplanet could have an atmosphere similar to
Earth, but it could also have a different type of atmos-
phere.

Implications and Future Studies : Gliese 12 b is a

potential target for NASA's James Webb Space Telescope
(JWST) as it can detect atmospheric features of planets.
The team is currently working on calculating its mass,
bulk density, and radius estimates to understand the
exoplanet’s internal structure.

Pfizer Drug Extends Life for People with

On 31st May, 2[]24 the Pfizer's lung cancer dmg,
Lorlatinib, has shown promising results in a clinical trial
for the treatment of anaplastic lymphoma kinase (ALK)-
positive advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).

® Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths
globally,

® NSCLC accounts for more than 80 per cent of lung can-
cers, with ALK-positive tumors responsible for roughly
five percent of NSCLC cases, translating to around
72,000 new cases each year worldwide.

® ALK-positive NSCLC mostly affects younger patients
and is not strongly linked to smoking. It is also very
aggressive 25-40 per cent of people with ALK-positive
NSCLC develop brain metastases within the first two
years.

Trial Results : Roughly half received lorlatinib
while the rest received crizotinib, an earlier generation
drug.
® Tumor Progression : After five years of follow-up,

more than half of the patients treated with lorlatinib

did not experience tumor progression.
® Survival Outcomes :60% of patients receiving

lorlatinib were alive without disease progression

after five years, compared to 8% on crizotinib.

® Risk Reduction : There was an 81% reduction in the
risk of progression or death for patients receiving
lorlatinib.

® Brain Metastases : Patients on the lorlatinib arm had

a 94% risk reduction in the progression of brain

metastases compared to those on crizotinib.
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@ Side Effects :Side effects of lorlatinib included
swellings, weight gain, and mental health problems
such as depression.

Three Craters Discovered on Mars by
Scientists of Physical Research Laboratory

The scientists of Ahmedabad-based Physical
Research Laboratory (PRL) have made a significant
discovery by identifying three new craters on Mars,
located in the Tharsis volcanic region. These craters have
been named after significant individuals and towns, and
their discovery holds scientific importance.

On the recommendation of the PRL, the Inter-
national Astronomical Union (IAU) Working Group for
Planetary System Nomenclature approved naming the
three craters on Mars.

Names and Locations of the Craters

® Lal crater : It has been named after Prof. Devendra
Lal, a renowned Indian geophysicist and former
director of PRL from 1972-1983. It is a 65 km wide
crater, centered at —20-98” and 209-34°,

® Mursan crater : It has been named after a town in
Uttar Pradesh, India. It is a ~10 km wide crater
superimposed on the eastern side of the rim of the
Lal crater.

@ Hilsa crater : It has been named after a town in
Bihar, India. It is also a ~10 km wide crater super-
imposed on the western side of the rim of the Lal
crater
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The entire area of the Lal crater, in the Tharsis
volcanic region on Mars, is covered with lava.

® There is geophysical evidence of material other than
lava in this crater, with a 45-m thick sedimentary
deposit in the subsurface of the crater, obtained
using subsurface radar SHARAD /MRO.

@ This discovery provides compelling evidence that
the water has moved large volumes of sediment
into the crater, now named Lal Crater.

@ This finding also confirms that Mars was once wet,
and water has flown on the surface.

® Mursan and Hilsa provide the timeline for the
infilling process of the Lal Crater, and suggest that
the infilling has been episodic.

Fatty Liver Disease

The theme for International Fatty Liver Day this
year is ‘Act Now, Screen Today’, emphasising the
urgency of addressing the growing threat of non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease.

This condition, previously associated with excessive
alcohol use, is now recognized as a significant risk to
liver health, closely linked to metabolic and cardiac
health, as well as the development of cancers.

Growing Burden of Fatty Liver Disease

® MASH : Metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohe-
patitis (MASH), a progressive form that causes liver
inflammation and scarring, is expected to become



F

the most common cause of chronic liver disease and
the leading indication for liver transplantation.
Prevalence of MASLD : The global prevalence of
Metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver
disease (MASLD) is estimated at 25-30%, with a
meta-analysis in India revealing a pooled prevalence
of 38.6% among adults and around 36% among
obese children in 2022.

Link to Metabolic Syndrome : Fatty liver disease is
closely linked to metabolic syndrome, including
obesity, diabetes, high blood pressure, and abnormal
cholesterol levels, with high MASLD prevalence
rates among individuals with these conditions.

Consuming excessive carbohydrates, especially refined
carbs and sugars, worsens these conditions by causing
metabolic problems. When the body has too much
glucose, it increases insulin production to help cells
absorb the glucose. However, constantly eating too
many carbs causes persistently high insulin levels,
leading to insulin resistance, where cells become less
responsive to insulin.

Insulin resistance disrupts normal metabolism and
promotes the conversion of excess glucose into fatty
acids, which are then stored in the liver. The liver cells
fill up with fat, leading to fatty liver.

Over time, this continuous damage affects the liver's
ability to function properly, progressing from simple
fatty liver to more severe conditions like such as
steatohepatitis and cirrhosis, which are hallmarks of
MASLD, and may require a liver transplant.
BRefase ke i fsresning

Detection creeni
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® Challenges in Detection : Fatty liver distase often
goes undetected in its early stages due to the
absence of noticeable symptoms. Diagnosis typically
occurs at an advanced stage when significant liver

damage has already occurred.

Comprehensive Health Screening : Early diagnosis
is crucial and can be achieved through a compre-
hensive health screening that includes a thorough
history, physical examination, blood tests, and an
ultrasound of the abdomen. This screening should
cover various cardio-metabolic risk factors and liver
function tests.

Advanced Liver Tests : Advanced tests, such as
liver fibrosis assessment using technologies like
vibration-controlled transient elastography, are
essential for accurately assessing the progression of
liver fibrosis and monitoring responses to treatment.

Personalized Approach and Lifestyle Modi-
fications

® Personalization of Screening : The selection and
frequency of screening tests should be personalized
based on individual risk factors, family history,
lifestyle, and pre-existing health conditions. Generic
assumptions based on age or physical markers alone

should be avoided.

Integrated Strategies : Integrated strategies that
combine dietary modifications, regular physical
activity and effective weight management are crucial
in mitigating the risks of liver disease.
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Apple Intelligence, the New Al Coming to
iPhones, iPads, and Macs

On 10th June, 2024, Apple unveiled its new ‘Apple
Intelligence’ technology at the 2024 Apple Worldwide
Developers Conference (WWDC).

It has been claimed that Apple Intelligence will help
set a new standard for privacy in Al and a system that
has personal context at the heart of its offerings.

About Apple Intelligence : Apple has described its
new Al as a personal intelligence system that has been
built for iPhone, iPad, and Mac.

® [t combines the capabilities of generative Al models
with personal context to deliver personalised
intelligence which means that it understands user
behaviour and comes up with appropriate responses.
® It is like ChatGPT but with more contextual aware-

ness it knows the user’s likes and dislikes, online
preferences, will keep a tab on their calendar, etc.
New standard for privacy : Apple Intelligence is
backed by Private Cloud Compute, which is claimed to
be a new standard for privacy in Al
® The Private Cloud Compute makes it easy for Apple
Intelligence to scale computational capacity between
on-device processing and larger, server-based
models that run on dedicated Apple Silicon servers.
® Apple’s Private Cloud Compute (PCC) has been
designed to address security and privacy challenges
in cloud AL
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compute at scale.

Apple's Systemwide Writing Tools : Apple Intelli-
gence lets users improve their writing and communicate
with more ease. Apple is bringing systemwide Writing
Tools that are built into i0S 18, iPadOS 18, and macOS
Sequoia.

These tools will allow users to write, rewrite, proof-
read, and summarise text almost anywhere they write
including Notes, Pages, Mails, and even third-party apps.

Al for Communication and Expression : Apple
Intelligence enables creative expression through the
Image Playground feature, allowing users to create
images in seconds by choosing from styles like anima-
tion, illustration, or sketch.

® The Image Playground feature is integrated into
apps, including Messages, and offers a wide range
of concepts for users to experiment with, such as
themes, costumes, accessories, and places.

® Genmoji, an image generator, allows users to create

emojis by typing a description.
Posidex Technologies Introduces Zero

Knowledge Proof (ZKP) Blockchain
Technology

Posidex Technologies, a Hyderabad-based infor-
mation insights and data analytics company, has intro-
duced zero knowledge proof (ZKP) blockchain techno-
logy in India for the first time.
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® This technology is currently being developed in only
a few countries like the United States and Israel.

® ZKP is considered critical due to the constraints on
data sharing, privacy, and data residency rules
across the globe, including India.

® With ZKP, data at the source does not need to be
shifted to another region but can be processed easily
at the host level using the ZKP algorithm without
the data being shared or shifted.

Benefits of Zero Knowledge Proof (ZKP)
Technology

® Data Processing without Data Sharing : ZKP allows
the processing of data at the host level without the
need to shift or share the data, addressing cons-
traints on data sharing and privacy.

® Enhanced Data Privacy : ZKP, along with other
technologies such as homomorphic encryption
(HME) and privacy enhancing technologies (PETs),
provides a safe method for processing encrypted
data, ensuring enhanced data privacy.

Personal data includes a person’s phone number, credit
card, account information, number plate, appearance,
customer number and address. In India, digital personal
data protection (DPDP) prevents any exchange of data.

@ Validation by Reputable Global Bank : ZKP tech-
nology has been validated by a reputable global
bank, demonstrating its reliability and effectiveness.

Significance of ZKP Technology
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particularly significant for organizations that need to
share and match data across nations. It addresses the
challenge of accessing encrypted data of individuals
across different regions or departments, making it
simpler and more secure.

® Role in Cracking Encrypted Data : ZKP technology
plays a significant role in cracking encrypted data,
addressing challenges related to data privacy and
sharing, as evidenced by the failure of the National
Intelligence Grid proposed during the UPA govt.
tenure due to data privacy concerns.

FLiRT : The New COVID-19 Variants

The new coronavirus variant called KP.2 nick-
named FLiRT that has been linked to rising cases of
Covid-19 in the United States, United Kingdom, and
South Korea, has been in circulation in India since
November 2023.

Variants KP.2 and KP1. 1, considered more infectious
than previous Omicron variants, are causing concern.

About FLiRT : KP.2 is a descendant of the JN.1
variant of the virus and is a sub-variant of the Omicron
lineage with new mutations.
® It has been given the nickname FLiRT based on the

letters representing two immune escape mutations

that allow the virus to evade antibodies.
® These mutations disrupt the major sites on the spike
protein where antibodies bind and neutralize the

SARS-CoV-2 virus.
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Symptoms : The symptoms of are not significantly
different from the previously known COVID-19 variants,
such as Flu-like symptoms, Body aches, Loss of smell
and taste, Sore throat, Congestion, Runny nose, Breath-
lessness and Vomiting etc.

AstraZeneca Admits its Covid Vaccine,
Covishield, Causes Clotting

Recently, the global pharmaceutical manufacturer
AstraZeneca admitted in a legal document submitted to
the British High Court that its COVID-19 vaccine can
cause a rare side effect of blood clotting and low platelet
count after immunization.
® This side effect is known as Thrombosis with

Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS).
® In India, the same vaccine, called Covishield and

manufactured by the Pune-based Serum Institute.

Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS)
also known as vaccine-induced immune thrombotic thrombo-
cytopenia (VITT), is a rare syndrome characterized by the
formation of blood clots (thrombosis) combined with a low
platelet count (thrombocytopenia).
® Thrombosis occurs when a blood clot forms in a blood
vessel, potentially obstructing blood flow.
® Thrombocytopenia is a condition characterized by a low
count of platelets in the blood.
@ Platelets are crucial for clotting, which helps prevent
excessive bleeding,

AstraZeneca has admitted that its COVID-19 vaccine

can cause a rare side effect of blood clotting and low
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vaccination in preventing COVID-19 outweigh the risks.

International Agency Finds Cancer-Causing
Agents in Popular Indian Spice Brands

Recently, International agencies including Singapore,
Hong Kong and the US have announced an investiga-
tion into possible contamination of spice mixes sold by
top Indian brands MDH and Everest.

The complaints cite the presence of ethylene oxide, a
toxic chemical used as a food stabiliser, beyond permis-
sible limits.

Ethylene Oxide : A Group 1 Carcinogen

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
classifies ethylene oxide as a Group 1 carcinogen. This means
it is known to cause cancer in humans.

Long-Term Risks : Long-term exposure to ethylene
oxide can increase the risk of cancer, including lymphoma
and leukaemia.

Solutions by Experts : Technologies like cold plasma,
pulsed light sterilisation, and high-pressure processing are
innovative non-chemical methods that can effectively reduce
microbial load without leaving harmful residues,

About Ethylene oxide (ETO) : ETO is a colourless,
flammable, and in many ways, a remarkable gas that
was originally intended for sterilising medical devices.
® [tis used as a chemical in industrial settings, agri-

culture, and as a sterilising agent in food products,

including spices, dried vegetables and other com-
modities.



® The chemical lends life to the spice industry : it
reduces microbial contamination, and in turn,
extends products’ shelf life and makes their storage
safe,

® The improper and excessive use of ETO may leave
behind residues, causing toxic and even carcino-
genic compounds to form, thus contaminating the
product. One such compound is ethylene glycol, an
ingredient found in Indian-made cough syrups
which were linked to the deaths of more than 300
children in Cameroon, Gambia, Indonesia and
Uzbekistan.

India’s First Kamikaze Drone Developed

This is India's first indigenous kamikaze drone or
switchblade drone. It has been developed by the Cadet
Defence Systems in collaboration with the Defence
Research and Development Organization.
® Suicide Drone : It can fly continuously for approxi-

mately 12 hours. It is also known as the Loitering

Aerial Munition (LAM) or suicide drone.
® Specialty : It is a type of aerial weapon with a self-

contained warhead designed to roam around the

target area for a long time, and it has the ability to
stay in the target area for a long time and then, when
it is located on its target, it attains precision.

In the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine,
drones have played a game-changing role. This is the
reason why it has also been developed in India.

Indian Space Situational Assessment
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The Indian Space Situational Assessment Report
(ISSAR) for 2023 was released by the Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO).

Key Points from the Report

Space Object Population : The report revealed that
more space objects were placed in orbit in 2023 com-
pared to the previous year, indicating a growing trend in
space object population. Specifically, 3,143 objects were
added in 2023 from 212 launches and on-orbit breakup
events, compared to 2,533 objects from 179 launches in
2022.

This trend is indicative of better accessibility to
space and the increasingly diverse applications of space
technology in day-to-day life.

Risk to Space Assets : The report highlighted an
increasing trend in Collision Avoidance Manoeuvres
(CAMs) to protect operational spacecraft from close
approaches by other space objects.

In 2023, India had to conduct 23 CAMs to safeguard
its space assets, reflecting increased congestion in outer
space. All manoeuvre plans, including those of the
CAMs, were subjected to close approach risk analysis to
rule out any potential close approach with other neigh-
bouring space objects imminently after the manoeuvres.

Close Approaches and Collision Avoidance : ISRO
regularly assesses close approaches to Indian space
assets and carries out analysis through 1S40M/ISTRAC
to predict close approaches by other space objects. In
case of any critical close approach, collision avoidance
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manuals (CAM) are carried out to safeguard the opera-
tional spacecraft.

The ISSAR 2023 report provides valuable insights
into the growing space object population and the
measures taken to ensure the safety and sustainability of
space operations.

Rise in the Incidence of Inflammatory
Bowel Disease

The global rise in the incidence of Inflammatory
Bowel Disease (IBD) has become a cause for concern
among experts. The incidence of Inflammatory Bowel
Disease has almost doubled in India from 1990 to 2019,
with rising death rate.

About Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) : It is a
term for two conditions (Crohn’s disease and ulcerative
colitis) that are characterized by chronic inflammation of
the gastrointestinal (GI) tract. Prolonged inflammation
results in damage to the GI tract. Both Ulcerative Colitis
and Crohn’s Disease are complex immune-mediated
diseases; there is a dysregulated immune response.
® This disease has no age bar and can affect people in

childhood, middle age, or the elderly.
® It is different from Irritable Bowel Syndrome which

is predominantly non-inflammatory.

Crohn’s Disease : Affect any part of the GI tract
(from the mouth to the anus)—most often it affects the
portion of the small intestine before the large intestine /
colon.

Ulcerative Colitis :
Affects large intestine

Symptoms Per- i.
sistent diarrhoea, Mucus
or Blood in Stool, Abdo- (0T

minal pain, Intestinal
Scarring, Joint  pain,
Fatigue, Weight loss,

Eye Inflammation.

Causes : The exact cause of IBD is unknown, but IBD
is the result of a weakened immune system.

However, the incidence of the disease is increasing
steadily in India, and there are many factors that are
responsible for the rise according to the experts, like a
Westernised diet, lack of fresh fruits and vegetables in
our diet, pesticides, stress, lack of sun, adulterated food,
contaminated water, highly refined oils, which affect our
intestine lining and the balance of good bacteria in the
body is affected.

Diagnosis : A combination of endoscopy (for
Crohn's disease) or colonoscopy (for ulcerative colitis)
and imaging studies, such as Contrast radiography,
Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), Computed tomo-
graphy (CT) and Stool Sample.

However, the diagnosis is often delayed because of
the confusion about other diseases like hemorrhoids,
abdominal tuberculosis, and cancer.

Treatment : Currently, the medications mainly
include aminosalicylates, corticosteroids, immunomodu-
lators, biologics, and oral small molecules. In addition,
surgery may be needed in some cases. The new develop-
ments include many new biologics and small molecules,

fecal microbiota transplant, and stem cell therapy. P



Lad Memorable Points

| NATIONAL

® Who has been appointed Secretary of Competition Commission of India (CCI) ? —Inder Pal Singh Bindra

= Senior Indian Revenue Service officer Inder Pal Singh Bindra was in June 2024 appointed Secretary of the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) succeeding Anupama Anand, who has resigned after being appointed as CCI Secretary in
September 2023 for a period of 3 years. Prior to his appointment as CCI Secretary, Bindra was posted as an officer in the
income tax department. He has now been appointed as CCl Secretary on deputation basis for three years. In the case of
CCI, the Secretary is the nodal officer on behalf of the commission for making or receiving all statutory communications,
entering into any formal relationships, including the signing of any memorandum or arrangement with competition
authority or any agency of any foreign country, with prior approval of the Commission and the Centre.

® Who has been appointed the new Secretary of TRAI ? —Atul Kumar Chaudhary

= The Centre government on June 20, 2024 appointed Atul Kumar Chaudhary, an Indian Telecom Service (ITS) officer of
1989 batch, as the Secretary of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), the position which was lying vacant after
superannuation of V. Raghunandan on May 31, 2024. Prior to his appointment as TRAI Secretary, Mr. Atul was Deputy
Director General (DDG) in Unique Identification Authority of India (UTDAI).
® What is India’s rank on the Environment Performance Index 2024 ? —176th rank
= India has been placed on the 176th rank out of 180 countries worldwide with 27:6 points on the Environment Performance
Index 2024 released by the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy and the Columbia Center for International
Earth Science Information Network on June 5, 2024. India was placed above only Pakistan, Vietnam, Laos, and Myanmar
in terms of environment protection efforts as per the Index. India’s performance lags in several indicators mainly because
of its ]wavv dependence on coal, which contributes to not only greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions but aluu high air
pollution levels. Estonia emerged on top of the Index as it decreased its greenhouse gas emissions by 59% compared to
1990 levels.

'_. Union Cabinet approved setting up a ma}or Port at Vadhavan near Dahanu in —Maharashtra
[ =
near Dahanu in Maharashtra at a cost of ¥ 76,220 crore. The Project will be constructed by Vadhavan Port Project Limited
(VPPL), an SPV formed by Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) and Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMB) with a
shareholding of 74% and 26%, respectively. The Vadhavan Port will be developed as an all-weather Greenfield deep draft
major port in Vadhavan, Palghar District, Maharashtra. The project includes the development of core infrastructure,
terminals and other commercial infrastructure in public-private partnerships (PPP) mode.
® Who was sworn in as Speaker Pro Tem of the 18th Lok Sabha ? —Bhartruhari Mahtab
= BJP MP Bhartruhari Mahtab was on June 24, 2024 sworn-in as the Speaker Pro Tem of the newly constituted 18th Lok
Sabha by President Droupadi Murmu at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. A seven-time MP from the Cuttack parliamentary
constituency in Odisha, Mahtab, along with a panel of chairpersons is tasked with running the proceedings of the Lok
Sabha on June 24 and 25, 2024 when winning Lok Sabha candidates takes oath as members of the 18th Lok Sabha. The
pro tem Speaker’s role is crucial during the initial days of a new Lok Sabha session, overseeing the swearing-in of newly
elected members and facilitating the election of the Speaker.
®  Who has been conferred with the V. Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award recently ? —Subbiah Nallamuthu
@& Renowned wildlife filmmaker Subbiah Nallamuthu was on June 15, 2024 conferred with the coveted V. Shantaram
Lifetime Achievement Award at the 18th Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF) in Mumbai. Nallamuthu is best
known for his tiger-centric documentaries including ‘Tiger Dynasty’, ‘Tiger Queen’, and ‘The World’s Most Famous
Tiger’. The prestigious Dr. V. Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award is presented in every edition of MIFF, to a
filmmaker for seminal contribution to documentary films and its movement in India. It carries a cash award of 10 lakh
rupees, trophy and a citation. Other illustrious recipients of the award in previous years include Shyam Benegal, Vijaya
Mulay and other prominent filmmakers.
®  ISRO recently announced an Indo-French satellite mission named —TRISHNA
= Indian space agency ISRO on June 5, 2024 on the occasion of World Environment Day, announced a joint Indo-French
infrared earth observation satellite mission, TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-Red Imaging Satellite for High-Resolution Natural
Resource Assessment), to monitor surface temperature and water management around the world. The joint Indo-French
mission will study water presence and concentrations, as well as dynamics including melting glaciers, in various parts of
the biosphere, quantifying water being used on land and how.
® Which place of India was selected in the World Selection for the Prix Versailles Museums 2024 ?
—Smritivan in Kutch, Gujarat
=  Smritivan in Kultch was in June 2024 included in the prestigious World Selection for the Prix Versailles Museums 2024.
Spread approximately 470 acres, Smriti Van celebrates the resilience of the people who endured the 2001 earthquake,
which had its epicenter in Bhuj and claimed around 13,000 lives. The Memorial, includes the names of those who perished
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in the disaster, was inaugurated by PM Modi in August 2022. The state-of-the-art Smritivan Earthquake Museum is
organized into seven thematic blocks: Rebirth, Rediscover, Restore, Rebuild, Rethink, Relive, and Renew.

| INTERNATIONAL

®  Who has been honoured with Nelson Mandela Lifetime Achievement award of South Africa recently ? —Vinod Ganatra

=  Eminent filmmaker Vinod Ganatra was honoured with the "Nelson Mandela Lifetime Achievement Award’ from South
Africa in June 2024 during 7th Nelson Mandela Children’s Film Festival for his outstanding contributions to children’s
cinema. He is the first Indian to get this honour. Ganatra's illustrious career is marked by a collection of 36 national and
international awards. Notably, he has received the ‘Janakinath Gaur Award” from Doordarshan for his children’s
program ‘Baingan Raja’. His achievements extend internationally, where he earned the ‘Liv Ullmann Peace Prize’ in
Chicago for his Gujarati film ‘Harun-Arun’.
®  Who has been appointed Global Goodwill Ambassador of the UNHCR ? —Theo James
= UNHCR, the United Nations refugee agency on June 17, 2024 appointed British actor Theo James as its new Global
Goodwill Ambassador. James, who acted in television series “The Gentlemen” and ‘The White Lotus’, has been supporting
UNHCR since 2016, and has travelled to Greece, France and Jordan to meet asylum seekers and refugees.
®  Which Asian country launched its space agency recently ? —South Korea
=  South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on May 30, 2024 launched South Korea's first space agency named the Korea
Aerospace Administration (KASA) and even unveiled plans to make a Mars landing by 2045 and spend 100 trillion won
($ 72:6 billion) until then on space exploration. South Korea became the seventh country to own an indigenous space
launch vehicle and satellite development technology with the launch of the Nuri rocket in May last year that put a
commercial grade satellite in orbit,
®  Which two countries recently signed the Artemis Accords ? —Peru and Slovakia
=  Peru and Slovakia signed the US-led Artemis Accords in separate ceremonies on May 30, 2024 in NASA's headquarters at
Washington DC. Peru became 41st and Slovakia 42nd countries to join the Artemis Accords meant to safe and peaceful
space exploration. The Artemis Accords were first launched and signed in October 2020 by eight nations, including the
United States. Through the Artemis program, NASA and its international partners aim to establish a permanent and
sustainable human presence on the moon by around the end of the decade. Some nations that have signed on to the
Accords are already well-established in space, such as France, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, South Korea and the United
Kingdom.
® What was the theme of the International Yoga Day 2024 ? —'Yoga for Self and Society”

F?l ',I'he lnt tlonal Yo% 2024 {g' Lﬂ 1ebrated across tl'll obe on ] 2024 with the the uf Yog_ r/{ Self and d
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and Kashnu.r on the banks of Dal Lake. The International Yoga Day whjch has become a worldw1de movement,
recognizes the ancient Indian art of yoga and its significant effects on mental, physical, and spiritual well-being of people.
Notably, the 2024 International Yoga Day was the 10th anniversary of the event. The United Nations established the
International Day of Yoga on 11 December, 2014, to raise awareness about the many benefits of yoga and to promote it as
a way for a healthy lifestyle.
®  Which country secured top spot on the WEF Global Gender Gap Index 2024 ? —Iceland
= The World Economic Forum released its Global Gender Gap Index 2024 on June 12, 2024, surveying the gender gap on
146 countries worldwide. Iceland retained its top spot on the WEF Global Gender Gap Index with a score of 93:5%.
Iceland has been the top performer on the Index in terms of gender parity for 15 years. It also continues to be the only
economy to have closed over 90% of its gender gap. India slipped two places on the World Economic Forum’s Global
Gender Gap index this year and was placed on 129th rank.
®  Which country emerged on top of the the Global Energy Transition Index 2024 ? —Sweden
= Furopean nations dominated the top ranks of the Global Energy Transition Index 2024 released by the World Economic
Forum (WEF) on June 19, 2024. Sweden secured the top position on the Index followed by Denmark, Finland, Switzerland
and France, all European countries in the top five, The Global Energy Transition Index, published annually by the WEF in
association with Accenture, evaluates nations’ progress and preparedness in building an equitable, secure, and
sustainable energy future. It tracks government policies and their effectiveness in reducing carbon dioxide emissions,
promoting non-fossil-based power sources, and enhancing energy efficiency. India secured 63rd rank on the Index based
on 120 countries worldwide.
®  Where was the 112th International Labour Conference (ILC) organized ? —Geneva
@ The International Labour Organization (ILO) organized its annual International Labour Conference in Geneva,
Switzerland from June 3 to 14, 2024. The agenda for this year's ILO conference included a standard-setting discussion on
protection against biological hazards, a general discussion on decent work and the care economy and a recurrent
discussion on the strategic objective of fundamental principles and rights at work.
® Who clinched the ATP Queen’s Club Championship 2024 Singles title ? —Tommy Paul from the USA
s Fifth seed American tennis player Tommy Paul clinched the ATP Queen’s Club Championships 2024 Singles title on June
23, 2024 in London, beating Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti 6-1, 7-6(8) in the final. It was Tommy’s first grasscourt title and third
ATP career title. New Zealand tennis veteran Michael Venus and his new British partner Neal Skupski won the doubles
title at the Queen's Club in London beating Taylor Fritz and Karen Khachanov 4-6, 7-6(5), and 10-8 in a super tie break,
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Economic Scenario

™ Voluntary Transition of Small'
Finance Banks to Universal Banks

™ Urea Import Dips for the Third

Year in a Row : Indin Moves
Towards Self-sufficiency

™ Indin  Becomes World's Third-
Largest Solar Power Generator

™ China Remains Leading Import
Partner for India in FY 24 at
$ 10174 Billion

" M.P. and U.P. Register Over 18
per cent Growth in SGST in FY 24

™ Banks Report ¥ 13,930 Crore
Frauds in FY 24, Down 47%

& Monetary Policy Review [une
2024 Key Interest Rate (Repo)
Remains Unchanged

| w Second Advance Estimates of |
2023-24 of Area and Production of
Horticultural Crops
| Third Advance Estimates of Major
ultural Crops for the Year
;-10@3@@'0 ﬁe /gpapﬂrs
| = Panel Proposes upto 50% Assured
Pension
w Minimum Support Prices for
Kharif Crops for Marketing Season
2024-25 Announced
Exports from Special Economic
Zones up 4 pc to USD 163-69
billion in 2023-24
“National Forensic Infrastructure
Enhancement Scheme” (NFIES)
Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
Scheme for [Implementation of
Offshore Wind Energy Projects
w Cabinet Approves 'Development of |
an All-Weather Greenfield Deep-
draft Major Port at Vadhavan in
Maharashtra’
& 0 Major Ports of India Makes it to
Global Top 100 by World Bank
National Monetisation Pipeline |
Monetised ¥ 3-85 lakh crore of
Assets in 3 Years
| = India Sees 43% Decline in FDI
Inflows in 2023, Drops to 15th
Spot
w [ndia’s Current Account Turns
Surplus After 10 Quarters in Q4
at $ 5-7 Billion
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Voluntary Transition of
Small Finance Banks to
Universal Banks

RBI on April 25, 2024 released
guidelines for voluntary transition of
Small Finance Banks to Universal
Banks. Currently there are 11 SFBs-
AU (Fincare SFB merged with AU on
April 1, 2024), Capital SFB, Equitas
SFB, Suryodaya SFB, Ujjivan SFB,
ESAF Jana SFB, North East SFB,
Shivalik SFB and Unity SFB. Such
conversion shall be subject to the
SFB’s fulfilling minimum paid-up
capital/net worth requirement as
applicable to Universal Banks, satis-
factory track record of performance
as an SFB for a minimum period of
five years and RBI's due diligence
exercise.

Provisions :
cof pbr:

With the objective

m,g,quttﬁr the eligis .
wbl[ﬁy Cfﬂﬁ‘la for an Spéiyg‘tfahmhﬁn

into a Universal bank will now be as

follows :

(a) Scheduled status with a satis-

factory track record of perfor-

mance for a minimum period of
five years;

Shares of the SFB should have

been listed on a recognised stock

exchange;

SFB must have a minimum net

worth of ¥ 1,000 crore as at the

end of the previous quarter

(audited);

SFB should meet the prescribed

CRAR requirements for SFBs;

SFB must have a net profit in the

last two financial years; and

SFB should have GNPA and

NNPA of less than or equal to 3

per cent and 1 per cent respecti-

vely in the last two financial
years.

The following conditions shall

be applicable with regard to share-

holding pattern :

(i) There is no mandatory require-
ment for an eligible SFB to have
an identified promoter. How-
ever, the existing promoters of

(b)

(d)
(e)
(f)

the eligible SFB, if any, shall

continue as the promoters on

transition to Universal Bank.

Addition of new promoters or

change in promoters shall not be

permitted for an eligible SFB
while transitioning to Universal

Bank.

(iii) There shall be no new manda-
tory lock-in requirement of mini-
mum shareholding for existing
promoters in the transitioned
Universal Bank.

(iv) There shall be no change to the

promoter shareholding dilution

plan already approved by the

Reserve Bank.

The eligible SFBs having diversi-

fied loan portfolio will be pre-

ferred.

(ii)

(v)

Urea Import Dips for the Third
Year in a Row : India Moves

Ir erawmm.ﬁénw:w

India’s urea import has dropped
7 per cent in FY 2023-24, for the third
consecutive year, thanks to increase
in its domestic output and launch of
nano-urea. Besides urea, there is also
a decline in import of Di-ammonium
Phosphate (DAP) and complex ferti-
lizers, which led to overall imports
falling 10 per cent in FY2023-24.

However, despite the reduction
in import, the fertilizer subsidy in FY
2023-24 reached near T 2 lakh crore,
more than the ¥ 1-89 lakh crore Bud-
geted in the revised allocation.
Experts point out the high subsidy
to global prices and also increased
sales, despite the government’s best
efforts to reduce fertilizer offtake by
farmers.

Urea imports decreased to 70-42
lakh tonnes in FY 2023-24 from 7577
lakh tonnes in 2022-23, a decline of
7:1 per cent. DAP imports remained
stable at 55-14 lakh tonnes in FY 2023-
24 (same level as in 2021-22) from
70-83 lakh tonnes in FY 2022-23,
marking a decrease of 22:2 per cent.
Complex fertilizer varieties dropped
to 21-87 lakh tonnes in FY 2023-24
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Sales, Imports and Production of Chemical Fertilizers in India
During the FY 2022-23 & 2023-24
(lakh tonnes)
| 200324 | 202223 | % change
Sales
Urea 35781 35675 03
DAP 109-74 105-19 43
Mol 16-44 1628 10
Complex 116-80 10721 89
Total 600-79 58543 26
Import
Urea 70-42 7577 -71
DAP 55-14 70-83 -22
MoP 21-06 1393 512
Complex 21-87 27.52 =205
Total 168-49 188-05 - 104
Production
Urea 31407 25979 209
DAP 4293 4021 68
Complex 9548 8707 97
S5 44-45 5191 - 144
Ammonium Sulphate 6:38 673 -52
Total 503-31 44571 129
Saurce : Fertilizer Ministry.
Fertilizer Subsidy (Amount in ¥ Crore)
FY Actual/Estimates Urea Subsidy ”“‘;f;‘:i:;’“
Mats¥ines|hitpses//te
2023-24 | Budget Estimates 131100 '44000
Revised Estimates 128594 60300
Tentative Final 130221 65200
2024-25 Budget Estimates 119000 45000

from 27-52 lakh tonnes in FY 2022-23
down by 20-5 per cent. However,
Muriate of Potash (MoP) surged to
21-06 in FY 2023-24 lakh tonnes from
13:93 lakh tonnes in FY 2022-23 lakh
tonnes, showing an increase of 51-2
per cent, mainly attributed to a low
base. A record 9828 lakh tonnes of
urea was imported in 2020-21.

Production up

Urea production in FY 2023-24
jumped up 209 per cent to 31407
lakh tonnes. Domestic production of
DAP (mainly through imported raw
materials), which has a share of
about 40 per cent in its total annual
availability, jumped 6-8 per cent to
4293 lakh tonnes in FY 2023-24. In
case of MoP, India imports the entire
requirement.

Production of complex fertili-
zers, too, showed a jump of 97 per
cent to 9548 lakh tonnes in FY 2023-
24. But the target to produce 100 lakh
tonnes of single super phosphate
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(SSP) could not be achieved as pro-
duction dipped to 44-45 lakh tonnes
from 51-91 lakh tonnes.

Imports, Offtake

Import and consumption of urea
largely depends on availability as it
is completely controlled by the
government. In case of potash and
phosphorous, the selling price of
these two fertilizers determine the
consumption. The current Maximum
Retail Price(MRP) of DAP is ¥ 1,350/
bag, whereas that of Muriate of
Potash (MoP) is around ¥ 1,650 for a
bag of 50 kg.

According to the Fertilizer
Ministry, fertilizer consumption in
the country increased 2-6 per cent to
600-79 lakh tonnes in 2023-24. Of this,
urea sales are almost on par at 357-81
lakh tonnes against 35675 lakh
tonnes year-ago. DAP sales edged up
to 109-74 lakh tonnes (105-19 lakh
tonnes), Mol sales was up from 16:28

lakh tonnes to 16-44 lakh tonnes and
that of complex from 10721 lakh
tonnes to 1168 lakh tonnes.

The fertilizer subsidy in FY 2023-
24 has exceeded Revised estimates
(RE) by over ¥ 6500 crore. One possi-
ble reason for increase in subsidy is
rise in input cost and operations cost,
mainly on account of increase in
natural gas prices.

India Becomes World’s
Third-Largest Solar
Power Generator

India has surpassed Japan to
become the world's third-largest
solar power generator in 2023 driven
by significant growth in solar gene-
ration, according to a report by
global energy think tank Ember. The
country's ranking has improved from
ninth place in 2015. India generated
58 per cent of its electricity from
solar in 2023.

India saw the world’s fourth-
largest increase in solar generation in
2023 (+18 terawatt hour or TWh),
behind China (+156 TWh), the United
States (+33 TWh), and Brazil (+22

e AWh) T Together the toplfba

?ane
growth countries accounted
per cent of growth in 2023.

Global solar generation in 2023
was more than six times larger than
in 2015, while in India it was 17
times higher. India’s share of solar
generation increased from 05 per
cent of India’s electricity in 2015 to
5-8 per cent in 2023.

China Remains Leading
Import Partner for India
inFY24at$101-74

China retained its spot as top
import partner for India in 2023-24
with goods inflows increasing 329
per cent (year-on-year) to $ 101-74
billion, opposed to an overall 5:66 per
cent decline in the country’s imports.

High-tech items such as telecom
and smartphone parts, laptop and
PCs, as well as industrial inputs such
as plastic, iron and steel and chemi-
cals contributed substantially to the
imports.

Total goods imports by India in
2023-24 fell 566 per cent to $ 67544
billion.



Russia vaulted to the second
spot amongst India’s top import
sources, surpassing the UAE and
the US, in 2023-24, India’s import
from Russia rose 34 per cent to %
61.44 billion during the fiscal
comprising mostly oil. The UAE
slipped one spot to the third place
with imports from the country
declining 98 per cent to § 4801
billion. The US, too, slid a rank to the
fourth spot with imports from the
country falling 19-83 per cent to $
40-77 billion,

India, from time to time, has
been taking steps to check imports of
cheap goods, espedially from China,
by introducing various quality con-
trol measures. Late last year, the
Centre introduced mandatory import
authorisation system for certain IT
hardware goods, including laptops,
PCs and tablets. The authorisations
are valid till September 30, 2024. The
move was largely seen as one to
keep a tab on imports from China.
There is lack of clarity on what the
import policy for the identified
hardware items will be post Septem-
ber 30.

Madhya Pradesh has increased
its capex by 97 per cent in FY24,
which can explain the jump in SGST
collections partially. The large popu-
lation in the State and increasing
formalisation of the economy could
also have helped.

18 per cent Growth in
SGSTinFY 24

As the economy settles into a
steady pace of growth post-Covid,
some states such as Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana and Maha-
rashtra have managed to show a far
higher growth in State Goods and
Services Tax (SGST) collections
thanks to their larger population,
higher capex spends or higher con-
sumption of luxury goods.

Madhya Pradesh clocked the
highest year-on-year growth of 19-53
per cent in FY24. This is higher than
the 15-93 per cent growth recorded in
FY23. Uttar Pradesh witnessed 18-88
per cent growth in FY24, much
higher than the 15-15 per cent growth
recorded in FY23. Next in order is
Telangana with 18-58 per cent growth
in FY24. It has had a growth rate of
15:57 per cent in FY23. The fourth in
the list is Maharashtra, which has
had the highest SGST collections in
actual terms of ¥ 1-lakh crore and has
clocked a growth rate of 17-9 per cent
in FY24.
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Table : Growth Rate in SGST The number of frauds reported
Collection During FY 23 and by ESHs in FY2¢ rose sbout 220
FY 24 times to 7,472 against 3,392 in FY23.
The number of frauds reported by
- gro\::l:h:aln;y(;;in PVBs shot up about 270 times to
o 24,210 against 8,979.
:n]::;—i: 23:;:_:: The amount involved in the
Madhya Pradesh 55 5 frauds in PSBs declined about 44 per
Tior Pk G o cent to T 10,507 crore (T 18,750 crore).
The amount involved in the frauds
el g L 186 | in PVBs dwindled about 4853 per
M"_har“htm aue e cent to ¥ 3,170 crore (T 6,159 crore).
OK::sn:a — ;;_: ::: While small value card /internet
e e T frauds contributed maximum to the
number of frauds reported by the
s i o private sector banks, the frauds in
Bihar 280 i1 public sector banks were mainly in
Tamil Nadu 23-5 13-0 loan portfolio.
Gujarat 155 121
Havyeny 200 121 Monetary Policy Review
ﬁ:;‘rha;mdesh ;:2 :f; June 2024 Key Interest
a " f .
West Bengal T ) Rate (Repo) Remains .
& ViQQAZIRE SAIERS /s egrairl. dgZine

in the FY 24 is concerned, Maha-
rashtra is at the top with a collection
of T 1008434 crore, followed by
Gujarat (® 423705 crore), Tamil
Nadu (¥ 41082-1 crore), Karnataka
(¥ 40969-4 crore) and Uttar Pradesh
(¥ 325338 crore)

Banks Report ¥ 13,930
Crore Frauds in FY24,
Down 47%

Indian banks reported frauds
amounting to ¥ 13,930 crore in FY24,
47% lower than the previous finan-
cial year, the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) FY24 annual report said on
May 29, 2024. The number of frauds,
however, rose from 13,564 in FY23 to
36,075—a rise of 166%.

Frauds have occurred predomi-
nantly in the category of digital
payments—made from both card
and internet banking in terms of
volume. In terms of value, frauds
have been reported primarily in the
loan portfolio.

The number of frauds in the
regulated entities/REs (PSBs, PVBs,
foreign banks, financial institutions,

small finance banks, payments
banks, and local area banks) FY24
shot up about 2:66 times to 36,075
against 13,564 in FY23.

The amount involved in the
frauds declined about 47 per cent to
¥ 13,930 crore (T 26,127 crore).

RBI Governor Shaktikant Das
announced the decision of Monetary
Policy Committee on June 7, 2024.
The Reserve Bank of India’s Mone-
tary Policy Committee (MPC) kept
the repo rate unchanged at 6:5% in
its first meeting since Lok Sabha
Elections 2024. RBI decided to hold
the key policy rate for the eighth
consecutive time in its June 2024
meeting. The MPC had last changed
the benchmark interest rate in
February 2023. Real GDP growth is
expected at 7:2% for FY25.

Following are the highlights of
the bi-monthly monetary policy
announced by the Reserve Bank of
India :
® Key interest rate (repo) remains

unchanged at 6-5%.
® Repo rate was last hiked in

February 2023.
® Focus on withdrawal of accom-

modative  monetary  policy

stance to bring down inflation.
® Growth projection for FY25

raised to 7:2% from 7%.
® Inflation forecast for

retained at 4-5%.

FY25



Bank-Groupwise Fraud Cases for the Year 2023-24 ;";ig; c;'; &:p;i’eﬁsndf;;‘ -
- ~ (Amountin¥ Crorey granate are expected to decrease
Bank-Group Number of Frauds Amount involved as compared to 2022-23,
Number % share Amount % share ® Production of Vegetables is
Public Sector Banks 747 207 | 10507 753 envissged to be around 20496
Private Sector Banks 24210 671 3170 28 peln e b
- expected in production of
Foreign Banks 2899 81 154 11 Bottlegouid, Bittergourd,
Financial Institutions Cabbage, Cauliflower, Pumpkin,
Small Finance Banks 1019 28 64 28 Tapima‘_ Carrot and Tomato,
Payments Banks 472 13 35 0-3 whereas, decrease in production
Local Area Banks 2 — is envisaged in Onion, Potato,
Total 36075 100-0 13930 100-0 Bl’lnial and other vegetables.
- g p = —— a ® Production of Onion is expected
® Food inflation still remains a Highlights of 2023-24 (Second to be at 242:12 lakh tonnes in
concern. Advance Estimates) : 2023-24 (Second Advance
® The current account deficit for g The horticulture production in Estimates) compared to 302-08
FYZS expected to remain well the country in 2023-24 (Second lakh tonnes last year, a decrease
within the sustainable level. Advance Estimates) is estimated by about 60 lakh tonnes.
® Foreign exchange Tesarves to be about 35223 million ® Potato production in the country
tc.!u‘ched a fresh high of $ 651'5 tonnes, decrease of about 3251 is expected to around 567-62
billion as on May 31, 2024. lakh tonnes (0:91%) over 2022-23 lakh tonnes in 2023-24 (Second
® Bulk deposit threshold raised to (Final Estimates). Advance Fstimates) that is, a
X3 crore from X 2 crore. ® Increase in production of Fruits, decrease by about 34 lakh
® Export and import regulations Honey, Flowers, Plantation tonnes, mainly due to decrease
under the Foreign Exchange Crops, Spices and Aromatics & in production reported in Bihar
Management Act (FEMA) to be Medicinal Plants is seen over and West Bengal.
rationalised. 2022-23 (Final Estimates) where- @ Production of Tomato is expec-

RBI to set up Digital Payments

FOR’M&’EMQ&% o

gate payment fraud risks.

281\ Tkhey

as decrease in Vegetables.
aproduetion’) of
expected to reach 112:63 million
tonnes, mainly due to increases

ted to be around 212-38 lakh

Eruits! cide O ratonney) cin 2023-24|/] ASecond o

Advance Estimates) compared
to around 204-25 lakh tonnes last

® Auto replenishment of balance in production of Banana, Lime/ year, an increase by 3-98% lakh
Fastag, NCMC, and UPI-Lite Lemon, Mango, Guava and tonnes.
wallets brought under the e-
mandate framework. 2023-24 (Second Advance Estimate) Area and Production
Policy Rate/Ratio — of Horticulture Crops
(As of June 7, 2024) ‘ Crops (Area in '000 Ha) Production in "000 MT
Repo rate 6-50 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 (IIAE)
Reverse Repo Rate 335 Area | Production | Area | Production | Area | Production
Standing Deposit Facility 625 Total Fruits 7064 107507 7025 110207 7046 112628
Rate = - Total Vegetableﬁ 11374 209143 11309 212548 11112 2(4958
;i’;ﬁmﬂ Standing Fadlity | 675 | [Aromatics and| 668] 664 | e0s | 742 645
Medicinal
Bank Rate 675 | | Total Flowers 282 2813 285 3097 | 297 3231
Cash Reserve Ratio 4:50 Honey 133 142 146
Ststutory Liquidity Ratio 1800 | | Total Plantation | 4203 | 15764 3551 17049 | 4643 1s374
second Advance Total Spices 4360 11155 4515 11830 4789 12248
Es timates o 2 023-24 0 It Total 28042 347179 28438 355482 | 28629 52231
Area and Production of Top Five Fruit Producing States in 2023-24 (IIAE)
Horticultural Crops o T —_ 1-.,.;. r;mi: - )
- , Ha uction (000, tonnes
The Departantar of Agriouinuoe 1. | Andhra Pradesh 79619 1779045
and Farmers Welfare has released
the Second Advance Estimates of 2. | Maharashtra gopo12 LS
2023-24 of Area and Production of 3. | Uttar Pradesh 570-97 13166:24
various Horticultural Crops on June 4. | Madhya Pradesh 456-96 961112
4,2024. 5 Gujarat 430-03 8226-55
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Top Five Vegetable Producing States 2023-24 (IIAE)

Rank States/UTs Total Vegetables
Area (000, Ha) | Production (000, tonnes)
1 Uttar Pradesh 14242 34196-37
2 West Bengal 1585-22 2922072
3 Madhya Pradesh 1249-27 23668-31
4 Bihar 907-21 17093-2
5 Gujarat 688-55 14298-35

Third Advance Estimates
of Major Agricultural
Crops for the Year
2023-24

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has released Third
Advance Estimates of Major Agri-
cultural Crops for the crop year
2023-24 on June 4, 2024. From the last
agricultural year, the summer season
has been segregated from Rabi
season and incorporated in the Third
Advance Estimates. Hence, this
Advance Estimates of area, pro-
duction and yield includes Kharif,
Rabi & Summer season.

The details of production of
various crops are given as under :

FOR Mesiee e W3 bdFs

Rice : 1367:00 LMT

Wheat : 1129-25 LMT
Maize : 356-73 LMT

Shree Anna: 174-08 LMT
Tur : 33-85 LMT

Gram: 11576 LMT

Total Oilseeds : 395-93 LMT

® Soybean:130:54 LMT
® Rapeseed & Mustard : 131-61
LMT

Sugarcane : 4425-22 LMT

® Cotton : 32522 lakh Bales (170
kgs. each)

@ Jute : 92-59 lakh bales (180 kgs.
each)

Total foodgrain production is
estimated at 3288-52 LMT, which is
slightly lower than foodgrain pro-
duction of 2022-23 while higher by
211400 LMT from average foodgrain
production of last 5 years (2018-19 to
2022-23) of 3077-52 LMT.

Total Rice production is estima-
ted at 1367-00 LMT as compared to
1357-55 LMT in 2022-23, showing an
increase of 9-45 LMT. Production of
Wheat is estimated at 1129:25 LMT
which is higher by 23-71 LMT from
previous year’s wheat production.
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Production of Shree Anna is
estimated at 174:08 LMT showing a
marginal increase of 0-87 LMT from
2022-23 production. Further, Produc-
tion of Nutri/Coarse Cereals is
estimated at 547:34 LMT which is
higher by 46:24 LMT from average
Nutri/ Coarse Cereals production.

Production of Tur is estimated
at 33:85 LMT which is marginally
higher by 0:73 LMT from last year’s
production of 33-12 LMT. Production
of Lentil is estimated at 17-54 LMT
which is higher by 1-95 LMT than the
previous year’s production of 15-59
LMT.

The production of Soybean is
estimated at 130-54 LMT and pro-
duction of Rapeseed & Mustard is

&sfifatera2inB5ch (35 Vel
higher"ﬁy 518 LMT to last year’s
production. The production of Cotton
is estimated at 325:22 lakh bales (of
170 kg each) and production of
Sugarcane is estimated at 442522
LMT.

While preparing the Kharif crop
production estimates the Crop
Cutting Experiments (CCEs) based
yield has been considered. Further,
the process of recording CCEs have
been re-engineered by the imple-
mentation of Digital General Crop
Estimation Survey (DGCES) which
was rolled out in 16 states during the
Rabi season. The vield results
received under DCCES has been
predominantly used to arrive at rabi
crop production. Further, summer
crop production is based on the
average of last 3 years yield.

Top 5 States in Rice Production
(Lakh Tonnes) (Third AE 2023-
24)

® Telangana: 166-31

® Uttar Pradesh : 157:22

® West Bengal : 151-18

® Punjab : 143-90

® Odisha:101-30

e@raiiime/eaperMagzi

Top 5 States in Wheat Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

Uttar Pradesh : 354-34

Madhya Pradesh : 212-78

Punjab : 177-82

Haryana : 112-18

Rajasthan : 107:90

Top 5 States in Lpwar Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

Maharashtra : 18-87

Karnataka : 9-17

Uttar Pradesh : 4-62

Rajasthan : 4-51

Andhra Pradesh : 3-67

Top 5 States in Bajara Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Rajasthan:43:84

® Uttar Pradesh : 22:94

® Gujarat: 13-04
@
@

Haryana : 11-37
Madhya Pradesh : 8-32

Top 5 States in Maize Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Karnataka ; 54-90

® Madhya Pradesh : 43-29

® Tamil Nadu : 30-57

® West Bengal : 26:78

Top 5 States in Barley Produc-

tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Rajasthan: 10-27

® Uttar Pradesh : 445

® Haryana:0-39

® Madhya Pradesh: 0-33

® Himachal Pradesh : 0-29

Top 5 States in Tur Production
(Lakh Tonnes) in III AE 2023-24
® Karnataka:10-20

® Maharashtra : 860

@ Uttar Pradesh : 3-80

® Gujarat: 2:80

® Jharkhand:2-17

Top 5 States in Gram Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

Madhya Pradesh : 31:86
Maharashtra : 28:61
Rajasthan : 22-35
Gujarat : 11-05

Uttar Pradesh : 6-69
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Top 5 States in Urad Production
(Lakh Tonnes) in III AE 2023-24
® Madhya Pradesh : 5-61

® Uttar Pradesh : 4-87

® Andhra Pradesh : 3-81

® Tamil Nadu:2-13

® Rajasthan: 1-49

Top 5 States in Moong Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Madhya Pradesh : 13-38
® Rajasthan: 813

® Bihar:1-11

® Gujarat: 1.05

® Karnataka:0-92

Top 5 States in Lentil Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Madhya Pradesh : 819

® Uttar Pradesh: 5-50

® WestBengal : 1-52

® Bihar:1-13

® Jharkhand : 0-44

Top 5 States in Ground Nut
Production (Lakh Tonnes) in 111
AE 2023-24

® Gujarat: 4642

@) Rajasthae: Wiswspapers
® Madhya Pradesh : 991

@® Tamil Nadu: 880

® Karnataka: 369

Top 5 States in Repeseed and
Mastard Production (Lakh
Tonnes) in II1 AE 2023-24

Rajasthan : 59-77

Uttar Pradesh : 18:75

Madhya Pradesh : 1748
Haryana : 14-19

West Bengal : 7-88

Top 5 States in Soybean Pro-
duction (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

® Madhya Pradesh : 54-72

® Mabharashtra : 52:33

@ Rajasthan: 11-70

® Karmnataka:4-13

® Gujarat: 378

Top 5 States in Sugarcane Pro-
duction (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24

Uttar Pradesh : 205561
Maharashtra : 1120-88

Karnataka : 41811

Tamil Nadu : 158-10

Gujarat : 14703
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Top 5 States in Cotton Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24
Gujarat : 90-60
Maharashtra : 80-45
Telangana : 50-80
Rajasthan : 26:22
Karnataka : 2047
op 4 States in Jute Production
akh Tonnes) in I11 AE 2023-24
West Bengal : 77-04
Bihar: 7:85
Assam : 665
Odisha : 0:40
Top 5 States in Mesta Produc-
tion (Lakh Tonnes) in III AE
2023-24
Bihar : 2:00
West Bengal : 1-62
Assam : 0-20
Odisha : 0-18
Andhra Pradesh : 0-12
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Panel Proposes upto 50%
Assured Pension

The new National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government may

&gu@&@'&ﬂ; {6509 Gtfthe sy’ r:aﬁé egr

pay as pension to Central govern-
ment staff under the National
Pension System (NPS) as against the
current market-based returns.

The Narendra Modi 20 govern-
ment had set up a panel headed by
finance secretary TV Somanathan in
March 2023 to suggest ways lo
increase pensionary benefits under
NPS for government staff without
reverting to the fiscally disastrous
non-contributory old pension system
(OPS).
® The committee in its report

submitted to the government in

May, 2024,
® Accordingly, the Centre will

give 40-50% of last pay as

guaranteed pension subject to
adjustments  linked to the
number of years in service and
withdrawals from corpus if any.

® Any shortfall in pension corpus
for the guaranteed pension
amount would be funded from
the budget by the Centre for its
staf.

® If implemented this would be
the first key outreach by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in his

third term as Prime Minister to
the small but influential group
of 87 million people employed
and enrolled by the Centre and
States since 2004. Usually, states
follow the pension model adop-
ted by the Centre.

The fiscal cost of the guaranteed
pension estimated by the panel
could not be immediately ascer-
tained.

But official sources had earlier
told that if the entire corpus of a
subscriber accumulated over the
full service period is invested in
annuities or similar products,
the returns could be enough to
provide pension of 50% of last
drawn salary.

The government’'s move on
guaranteed pension follows
many Opposition-ruled states
luring voters by returning to the
fiscally unsustainable OPS. Some
of these states such as Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh, which are
now ruled by the BJP, are likely
to come back to the NPS fold
5001

Under the non-contributory OPS

W}lﬂlaz f
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50% of her last salary as a
pension if she has completed at
least 20 years of uninterrupted
service. Employees with unin-
terrupted service of more than
10 years and less than 20 years
are entitled to pension on a pro
rata basis. Their pension gets
inflation-adjusted twice a year.
According to extant NPS norms,
a minimum of 40% of the
accumulated NPS corpus from
contributions during a person’s
working years (the government
and staff contribute 14% and
10% of pay, respectively) must
be invested in annuities to
generate a monthly pension,
which is linked to annuity
returns and not guaranteed. The
balance of 60% can be with-
drawn, which is tax-free.

These features would change
under the guaranteed pension
option in NPS.

The committee in its report
submitted to the government in
May 2024 has largely toed the
Andhra Pradesh NPS model
enacted in 2023.



Andhra Pradesh Guaranteed
Pension System (APGPS) Act,
2023

of the crops, margin to farmers
over their cost of production is
estimated to be at 50%.

increase was ¥ 4,234 per quintal
for Nigerseed.
During the period 2004-05 to

weighted average cost of pro-
duction, The expected margin to
farmers over their cost of
production are estimated to be
highest in case of bajra (77%)
followed by tur (59%), maize
(54%) and urad (52%). For rest
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® In the recent years, Government 2013-14, the procurement of 14
pemiz:e Q;f:n:a I;ﬁgf:?";eﬁd has been promoting the culti- crops covered under Kharif
provides that in case of a shortfall in vation of crops, other than Marketing Season was 4,67598
the annuity received by the retired cereals such as pulses and Lakhs Metric Ton (LMT) while
subscriber, a top-up amount will be oilseeds, and Nutri-cereals/ during the period 2014-15 to
provided to ensure a monthly guaran- Shree Anna, by offering a higher 2023-24, procurement of these
teed pension at the rate of 50% of the MSP for these crops. crops was 7,108:65 LMT.,
last drawn basic pay. In case of a ® During th . .

: : : g the period 2003-04 to As per the 3rd Advance Esti-

:l;g:f‘:l lolfn :hh: adne::::;mgcedpg y -ru&lbf 2013-14 for 14 crops covered mates of production for 2023-24,
scriber, a top-up amount will be under.K.hanf Marketing‘Seasnn, total focl)dgra.m production in the
provided to ensure a monthly pension the minimum absolute increase country is estimated at 3288-6 Lakhs
at the rate of 60% of the guaranteed in MSP was ¥ 745 per quintal for Metric Ton (LMT), and oilseeds pro-
pension. Bajra and maximum absolute duction is touching 3959 LMT.

Cost of living adjustment (COLA) increase was T 3,130 per quintal During 2023-24, kharif production of
on the last drawn basic pay would be for Moong while during the rice, pulses, oilseeds and nutri-
provided as per inflation-adjusted period 2013-14 to 2023-24, the cereals/Shree Anna and cotton is
dearness relief, by the rules notified minimum absolute increase in estimated to be 11437 LMT, 686
under the Act. MSP was ¥ 780 per quintal for LMT, 2412 LMT, 1303 LMT and

The APGPS Act also said part Maize and maximum absolute 3252 Lakh bales, respectively.
withdrawals and the final withdrawal
made by a subscriber would result in a Minimum Support Prices for All Kharif Crops for
proportional reduction in the guaran- Marketing Season 2024-25
teed pension.

| ® per quintal)
Minimum Support Prices | MSP th:ls Margin | \cp hMSP [rexouniape

for Kharif croPs for Cro 2024-25 | 2024-25 O::;} 2023-24 inc;;;: Ih::;:!:‘m
. < -

Marketing Season P 25 over | 202425
FDR2RS12> ABRpNPeederd & Magazines| https:/tel¢gran). me/PyuparMEiZine
The Union Cabinet on June 19, | Paddy |Common | 2300 1533 50 2183 117 536
2024-25 chaired by Prime Minister l Grade AM| 2320 = = 2203 117 531
Shri Narendra Modi approved the [jowar [Hybrid | 3371 | 2247 50 | 3180 191 601
increase in the Minimum Support Maldandi | 3421 — — 3225 196 608
Prices (MSP) for all mandated Kharif | Bajra 2625 1485 = 3500 135 500
CrOPS for Mafketing Season 2024-25. Ra# 4290 2860 50 3846 444 11-54

Government has increased the [Maize 2225 1447 54 2090 135 646
MSP of Kharif Crops for Marketing  “puises
Season 2024-25, to ensure remune- [Tur / Ashar 7350 1761 59 7000 350 7.86
rative prices to the growers for their Moong 8682 | 5788 0 |ssss | 12 s
produce. The highest absolute M7= 7400 2883 5 5950 250 47
increase in MSP over the previous =
o (l;as Zee“ > mm“.’“":‘.md f"; Groundnut 6783 | 4522 | 50 | 637 | 406 637
oilseeds and pulses viz,, Nigersee . :
(T 983 per quintal) followed by Sesa- »%‘%‘:1&%—5%?1-— . —: ?—; e %—il?— 1. —:'-?— i%[;l‘? — -g-g— —4 —:—g ’
mum (¥ 632 per quintal) and Tur/ Sey a0 L Xelow) s — e o = e
arhar (% 550 per quintal). s o g '
® The incroase in MSP for Kharif I\ﬁgerheed. 8717 5811 50 7734 983 12:71

Crops for Marketing Season | Commercial :

2024-25 is in line with the Union Cotton | Medium 7121 4747 50 6620 501 7-57

Budget 2018-19 announcement Staple

of fixing the MSP at a level of at | Long 7521 = o 7020 501 714

least 1-5 times of the All-India | Stapler

i *Refers to cost which includes all paid out costs such as those incurred on account of
hired human labour, bullock labour/machine labour, rent paid for leased in land,
expenses incurred on use of material inputs like seeds, fertilizers, manures, irrigation
charges, depreciation on implements and farm buildings, interest on working capital,

| diesel /electricity for operation of pump sets etc, miscellaneous expenses and
imputed value of family labour. Cost data are not separately compiled for Paddy
(Grade A), Jowar (Maldandi) and Cotton (Long staple)




Exports from Special
Economic Zones up 4 pc
to USD 16369 billion in

2023-24

Exports from Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) rose by over 4 per cent
to USD 163-69 billion in 2023-24 even
though the country's total shipments
dipped by more than 3 per cent in
the last fiscal.
® According to the data of the

commerce ministry, exports

from these zones stood at USD

157-24 billion in 2022-23 and

USD 133 billion in 2021-22.
® SEZs are key export hubs which

contributed over one-third of

the country’s total outbound
shipments in the last fiscal.

® As many as 423 such zones have
been approved by the govern-
ment, out of which 280 are

operational as of March 31, 2024

this year. As many as 5,711 units

are approved in these zones till
December 31, 2023,
® As on December 31, 2023, over °
6-92 lakh crore have been inves-
ted in these zones and a total of
[FOF3070dakh people/ate employed
there. -

® The major export destinations
include the United Arab Emi-
rates, the US, the UK, Australia
and Singapore.

® The maximum number of opera-
tional SEZs are in states, includ-
ing Karnataka, Maharashtra,

Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Andhra

Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala and

Uttar Pradesh.

® The country’s merchandise
exports dipped by 3-11 per cent
to $ 437 billion in 2023-24.
Imports too dipped by over 8
per cent to $ 677-24 billion.
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs)

SEZs being set up under the SEZ
Act, 2005 and SEZ Rule, 2006 are
primarily private investment driven.
Post enactment of SEZ Act, 2005 the
Centre has not set up any SEZ in the
country.

SEZs are enclosures that are
treated as foreign territories for trade
and customs duties, with restrictions
on duty-free sales outside these zones
in the domestic market. At present,
units in SEZs are allowed to sell their
products in DTA on payment of duties
on an output basis (finished goods).
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“National Forensic
Infrastructure Enhance-
ment Scheme”

The Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
on June 19, 2024 approved the pro-
posal of Ministry of Home Affairs for
Central Sector Scheme “National
Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement
Scheme (NFIES) with a total financial
outlay of ¥ 2254-43 crore during the
period from 2024-25 to 2028-29.
Financial outlay of the Central Sector
Scheme will be provisioned by the
Ministry of Home Affairs from its
own budget.

The Cabinet has approved the
following components under this
Scheme :

(i) Establishment of Campuses of

the National Forensic Sciences

University (NFSU) in the coun-

try.

Establishment of Central Fore-

nsic Science Laboratories in the

country.

(iii) Enhancement of existing infra-
structure of the Delhi Campus of
the NFSU.

(ii)

Central Forensic Science Labora-
tories (CFSLs) would address the
shortage of trained forensic man-
power, alleviate the case load [
pendency of forensic laboratories,
and align with the Government of
India's goal of securing a high
conviction rate of more than 90%.

Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) Scheme for
Implementation of
Offshore Wind Energy
Projects

The Union Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
on June 19, 2024 approved the
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) scheme
for offshore wind energy projects at
a total outlay of ¥ 7453 crore,
including an outlay of ¥ 6853 crore
for installation and commissioning
of T GW of offshore wind energy
projects (500 MW each off the coast
of Gujarat and Tamil Nadu), and
grant of ¥ 600 crore for upgradation
of two ports to meet logistics
requirements for offshore wind
energy projects.
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committed to put in place an effec-
tive and efficient criminal justice
system, based on scientific and timely
forensic examination of evidence.
The scheme underscores the impor-
tance of high quality, trained forensic
professionals in the timely and
scientific examination of evidence for
an efficient criminal justice process,
leveraging the advancements in
technology & evolving manifesta-
tions and methods of crime.

With the enactment of the New
Criminal Laws which mandates
forensic investigation for offences
involving punishment of 7 years or
more, a significant increase in the
workload of forensic science labora-
tories is expected. Further, there is a
significant  shortage of trained
forensic manpower in the Forensic
Science Laboratories (FSL) in the
country.

To meet this heightened
demand, significant investment and

enhancement in national forensic
infrastructure is imperative. The
establishment of additional off-

campuses of the National Forensic
Sciences University (NFSU) and new

towards implementation of the
National Offshore Wind Energy
Policy notified in 2015 with an aim to
exploit the vast offshore wind energy
potential that exists within the
exclusive economic zone of India.
The VGF support from the Govern-
ment will reduce the cost of power
from offshore wind projects and
make them viable for purchase by
DISCOMs. While the projects will be
established by private developers
selected though a transparent bid-
ding process, the power excavation
infrastructure, including the offshore
substations, will be constructed by
Power Grid Corporation of India
Ltd. (PGCIL). Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, as the nodal
ministry, will coordinate with
various Ministries/Departments to
ensure successful implementation of
the scheme.

Construction of offshore wind
energy projects and its operations
also require specific port infra-
structure, which can handle storage
and movement of heavy and large
dimension equipment. Under the
scheme, two ports in the country will
be supported by Ministry of Ports,
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Shipping and Waterways to meet the
requirements  of offshore wind
development.

Offshore wind is a source of
renewable energy which offers
several advantages over onshore
wind and solar projects, such as
higher adequacy & reliability, lower
storage requirement and higher
employment potential. Development
of offshore wind sector will lead to
economy-wide benefits by attracting
investments, development of indi-
genous manufacturing capabilities,
creation of employment opportuni-
ties across the value chain and
technology development for offshore
wind in the country. This will also
contribute towards achieving India’s
energy transition targets.

The successful commissioning of
1 GW offshore wind projects will
produce renewable electricity of
about 3-72 billion units annually,
which will result in annual reduction
of 2:98 million ton of CO, equivalent
emission for a period of 25 years.
Further, this scheme will not only
kick start the offshore wind energy
development in India but also lead
required ecosystem in
Newsnapars
based economic activities. This eco-
system will support the development
of initial 37 GW of offshore wind
energy at an investment of about
T 4,50,000 crore.
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Cabinet Approves
‘Development of an
All-Weather Greenfield
Deepdraft Major Port at
Vadhavan in Maharashtra’

The Union Cabinet, chaired by

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
on June 19, 2024 approved setting up
a Major Port at Vadhavan near
Dahanu in Maharastra.
® The Project will be constructed
by Vadhavan Port Project
Limited (VPPL), an SPV formed
by Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA) and Maha-
rashtra Maritime Board (MMB)
with a shareholding of 74% and
26%, respectively.
The Vadhavan Port will be
developed as an all-weather
Greenfield deep draft major port
in Vadhavan, Palghar District,
Maharashtra.
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The total project cost, including
the land acquisition component
is ¥ 76,220 crore. This will
include development of core
infrastructure, terminals and
other commercial infrastructure
in public-private partnerships
(PPP) mode.

The Cabinet also approved esta-
blishing the road connectivity
between the Port and National
Highways by Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways and rail
linkage to the existing rail net-
work and the upcoming Dedi-
cated Rail Freight Corridor by
Ministry of Railways.

The Port will comprise nine
container terminals, each 1000
meters long, four multipurpose
berths, including the coastal
berth, four liquid cargo berths, a
Ro-Ro berth, and a Coast Guard
berth.,

The Project involves the recla-
mation of 1,448 hectares of area
in the sea and the construction
of 10-14 km of offshore break-
water and  container/cargo
storage areas. The Project will
create a cumulative capacity of
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per annum, including around
23-2 million TEUs (Twenty-foot
equivalents) of container hand-
ling capacity.

The capacities created will also
aid EXIM trade flow through
IMEEC (India Middle East
Europe Economic Corridor) and
INSTC  (International ~ North
South Transportation Corridor).
The world-class maritime termi-
nal facilities promote public-
private partnerships (PPP) and
leverage efficiencies and
modern technologies to create a
state-of-the-art terminals
capable of handling mainline
mega  vessels plying on
international  shipping lines
between the Far East, Europe,
the Middle East, Africa and the
Americas.

Vadhavan Port, on completion,
will be one of the top ten ports
of the world.

The Project, aligned with the
objectives of PM Gati Shakti
program, will add to further
economic activity and also have
the potential for direct and
indirect employment opportuni-

ties for around 12 lakh indi-
viduals, thereby contributing to
the local economy.

9 Major Ports of India
Makes it to Global Top
100 by World Bank

In a significant boost to the
India’s port development pro-
gramme, as many as 9 ports of India
made it to the Global Top 100 in the
latest edition of Container Port
Performance Index (CPPI), 2023—a
report prepared by the World Bank
and S&P Global Marketing Intelli-
gence.

® Visakhapatnam Port made it to
Top 20 ports of the World at 19 in
2023, recording a  marked
improvement from 115 in 2022,
another first for India.
Mundra Port also climbed up the
index at 27 in the current ranking,
upping its rank from 48 last year.
Container Port Performance Index
(CPPI), developed by World Bank
and S&P Global Market Intelli-
gence, measured the resilience,
efficiency & overall performance
of the ports
al /I Clk Il
Visakhapatnam Port has "
cased strong performance with 27:5
moves per crane hour, a turnaround
time (TRT) of 214 hours, and mini-
mal berth idle time. These metrics
highlight the port’s efficiency in
handling container ships and signi-
ficantly influence customer prefer-
ence. Seven other Indian ports,
which secured ranks in the top 100,
are Pipavav (41), Kamarajar (47),
Cochin (63), Hazira (68), Krishna-
patnam (71), Chennai (80) and
Jawaharlal Nehru (96).
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National Monetisation
Pipeline Monetised
< 3-85 Lakh Crore of

Assets in 3 Years

Pursuant to the announcement
made in the Union Budget 2021-22,
the National Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) - listing potential core assets
of Central Government Ministries/
PSEs for monetization during the
period 2021-22 to 2024-25 was pre-
pared by NITI Aayog in collabora-
tion with the concerned Infra-
structure Ministries.




The NMP included assets with
monetisation potential of ¥ 6 lakh
crore during the four year period.
The total target for the first two years
i.e, 2021-22 and 2022-23 under NMP
was around ¥ 2'5 lakh crore, against
which around ¥ 2:30 lakh crore was
achieved. During the financial year
2023-24, against the target of T 1.8
lakh crore, which is the highest
among all the four vyears, the
achievement has been around ¥ 1.56
lakh crore. Further, this achievement
in 2023-24 is around 159% of the
achievement in 2021-22.

In terms of the performance of
individual Ministries, in 2023-24,
Ministries of Road Transport and
Highways and Ministry of Coal were
the top two achievers with a total
achievement of ¥ 97,000 crore.

To enable the investors, plan
their investments efficiently and
there by accelerate the monetisation
process, NHAI has already identified
and published an indicative list of 33
assets to be monetised during 2024-
25. Further, to increase the success
rate of bidding process, NHAI has
placed on its website the macro-
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With regard to achievement of
individual Ministries in 2023-24,
Ministries of Road Transport and
Highways with ¥ 40,314 crore, Coal
with ¥ 56,794 crore, Power with
T 14,690 crore, Mines with T 4,090
crore, Petroleum and Natural Gas
with T 9,587 crore, Urban with
¥ 6480 crore, and Shipping with
T 7,627 crore have achieved more
than 70% of the target set for them.

India Sees 43% Decline
in FDI Inflows in 2023,
Drops to 15th Spot

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
flows to India plummeted by 43 per
cent in 2023 to $ 28 billion amid a
global decline of 2 per cent, a report
by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
said. While India dropped to 15th
spot in 2023 from 8th position in
2022 in terms of FDI inflows, it
remained in the Top-5 for both kinds
of FDl—greenfield projects and
international project finance deals. In
2022, India’s FDI inflows had risen
by 10 per cent to $ 49 billion.
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Compared to the previous year,
India slipped one spot to become the
fourth-largest host country for green-
field project announcements in 2023.
It continued to be second in inter-
national project deals. In terms of
FDI outflows, India’s rank grew
from 23rd in 2022 to 20th in 2023.

The UNCTAD report said that
among the Top-20 host economies,
the largest absolute drops in FDI
inflows were registered in France,
Australia, China, the US and India.

A press statement by UNCTAD
said developed countries were
strongly affected by financial trans-
actions of multinational enterprises,
partly due to efforts to implement a
global minimum tax rate on the
profits of these corporations.

Inflows Declined in More than
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Half of the top 20 Countries
FDI FDI
Rank inflows | inflows
in Country 2022 2023
2023 (Billion | (Billion
dollars) | dollars)
1 |US(1) 332 311
2 |China(2) 189 163
3 |Singapore (3) 141 160
& M
5 |Brazil (6) 73 66
6 |Canada(9) 46 50
7 | France (5) 76 42
8 |Germany (17) 27 37
9 | Mexico (12) 36 36
10 |Spain (10) 45 36
15 |India(8) 49 28
India’s Current Account
Turns Surplus After 10
QuartersinQ4at$ 5.7
Billion

India’s current account balance
recorded a surplus of $ 57 billion
(0-6% GDP) in Q4 FY24 against a
deficit of $ 1-3 billion (0-2% GDP) a
vear ago as per data released by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on June
24, 2024. The merchandise trade
deficit at $ 50-9 billion in Q4 FY24
was lower than % 52:6 billion a year
ago and Q4 services exports grew
4-1% vear-on-year (YoY) on the back
of rising software exports, travel and
business services.

Higher Services Receipts

® Net services receipts at § 427
billion was higher than a year

ago ($ 39-1 billion), which con-
tributed to the current account
surplus in Q4 FY24,

Net outgo on the primary
income account, mainly on pay-
ments of investment income,
rose to $ 14-8 billion from $ 12:6
billion YoY.

Private transfer receipts, mainly
representing remittances by
overseas Indians was $ 32
billion, a rise of 11-9% YoY.

In the financial account, net
foreign direct investment flows
were $ 2 billion in Q4 FY24
compared with $ 64 billion a
year ago.

Net foreign portfolio invest-
ment recorded an inflow of
$ 11-4 billion in Q4 FY24 from a
net outflow of $ 1.7 billion
during Q4 FY23,

Net inflows under external
commercial borrowings amoun-
ted to $ 2-6 billion in Q4 FY24
compared with $ 1-7 billion a
year ago.

Balance of Payments in FY
2024-25

account deficit moderated to
$ 23-2 billion (0-7% GDP) from
$ 67-0 billion (2% GDP) in FY23.
Net invisibles receipt was higher
during FY24 than a year ago,
primarily on account of services
and transfers. In FY24, portfolio
investment recorded a net in-
flow of $ 44-1 billion against an
outflow of $ 52 billion a year
ago.

FY24 net FDI inflow was $ 9-8
billion compared with $ 28
billion in FY23.

In FY24, there was an accretion
of $ 637 billion to the foreign
exchange reserves (on a balance
of payment basis).

Aided by a narrower merch-
andise trade deficit and a robust
expansion in the services trade
surplus, India’s current account
deficit (CAD) more-than-halved
to a seven-year low of § 232
billion in FY24 from % 67 billion
in FY23. As a proportion of
GDP, it eased to a mild 0-7%
from 2% in FY23.
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India Ranks 176th on the

Environmental Perfor-
mance Index 2024

The Environmental Performance
Index (EPI) for 2024 has been recently
released by the Yale Center for
Environmental Law and Policy and
the Columbia Center for Inter-
national Earth Science Information
Network.

Glimpse of Environmental
Performance Index 2024

@ Estonia's Achievement : The
Baltic nation of Estonia secured
the top spot in the 2024 rankings
by significantly reducing Green-
house gas (GHG) emissions by
an impressive 40% over the past
decade through its renewable
energy initiatives.
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its own, alongside Finland,
Greece, Timor-Leste, and the
United Kingdom, as the only
countries that have managed to
cut their GHG emissions at a
rate that aligns with the goal of
reaching net zero by 2050.

® Oman's Progress : Oman ranked
second in the environmental
performance Index 2024 among
GCC nations and in the Middle
East, significantly improving its
position globally. This progress
is attributed to the establishment
of new natural reserves and bio-
diversity-focused sites, promot-
ing sustainable development for
a more secure and equitable
environmental future,

® Challenges in Sub-Saharan
Africa and Southern Asia : On
the other hand, the report high-
lights the challenges faced
by Sub-Saharan Africa and
Southern Asia, which rank the
lowest among the eight assessed
regions. Many countries strug-
gle with reducing emissions in
industries that are difficult to
decarbonise, as well as manag-
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Environment, Ecology, -

[

Biodiversity and Climate

Change Round-up -

ing protected areas that fail to
prevent ecosystem loss, often
referred to as ‘paper parks'.
Global Cooperation for Sus-
tainable Development The
index also sheds light on the
urgent need for global coopera-
tion to support sustainable
development, particularly in
developing countries such as
Vietnam, Pakistan, Laos, Myan-
mar, and Bangladesh, which
rank the lowest.
The 2024 Environmental Perfor-
mance Index underscores the impor-
tance of collaborative efforts to

address pressing issues of emissions
reduction and sustainable develop-
ment on a global scale.
INDIA'S RANK IN DIFFERENT
INDICATORS IN THE EPI 2024

India’s Ranking and Per-
formance

® Indiais positioned at 176th place
among 180 countries, scoring
27-6 points, It is ranked lower
than Pakistan, Vietnam, Laos,
and Myanmar.

® The country faces challenges in

Air quality, Emissions, and
Biodiversity Conservation,
mainly due to its heavy reliance
on coal.

® This reliance contributes signi-
ficantly to greenhouse gas emis-
sions and air pollution levels.
Specifically, India ranks 177th in
air quality and 172nd in pro-
jected emissions by 2025.

® Despite these challenges, India
performs relatively better in the
climate change category, secur-
ing the 133rd spot.
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® This is attributed to investments
in renewable energy and a com-
mitment to achieving net-zero
emissions by 2070.

® However, achieving these goals
will require an additional USD
160 billion annually in climate
change mitigation investments.

About Environment
Performance Index

'® The EPI is a biennial index that
| was first introduced by the World
Economic Forum in 2002 as the
Environmental Sustainability
' Index.
It assesses the endeavours of
countries in achieving global
environmental policy objectives,
including the U.N. sustainability
goals, the Paris Climate Change
Agreement (2015), and the
Kunming-Montreal Global Bio-
diversity Framework.
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Air quality

Water quality

Waste management

Biodiversity and habitat

Climate change

Emissions

Energy use

Environmental health

Ecosystem services

Sustainable development
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Artificial Islands to be

Formed at Kavinadu

Kanmoi Near Pudukottai
B e e () - e S
The work of forming artificial
islands at Kavinadu Kanmoi, one of
the biggest irrigation tanks in
Pudukottai district Tamil Nadu, has
been taken up jointly by the Pudu-
kottai district administration and the
Kadamadai Area Integrated Farmers
Association (KAIFA).
Main objective of this project :
By removing the invasive species
and creating islands, the project aims
to create artificial islands in the
tank to enhance its ecological balance
and improve water storage capacity,
benefiting both nature and people.
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Inauguration and Execution of
the Project : The work on forming
artificial islands at Kavinadu Kanmoi
began with the removal of seemai
karuvelam. The project is being
executed in three phases and is
expected to be completed in about 43
days.

Planting of Seedlings and
Creation of Artificial Mounds : As
part of the project, seedlings of
various fruit-bearing trees and local
species will be planted on the arti-
ficial mounds created on the man-
made islands.

The aim is to attract birds to the
islands. Each artificial mound will be
approximately 10 feet high from the
tank bed.

Support  and Technical
Guidance : The project was being
implemented with technical
guidance from the Tamil Nadu

Green Climate Company, which had
been set up by the State government
to implement three key missions:
Tamil Nadu Climate Change Mission,
Tamil Nadu Wetland Mission, and
the Green Tamil Nadu Mission.

About Seemai Karuvelam

w Juliflora) : It is an invasive,
el DRDERE

ing pheratophyte widely distributed in
India and also in arid and semi-arid
tropical countries. It is native to Mexico,
South America, and the Caribbean.

Introduction of Seemai Karu-
velam in Tamil Nadu : Seemai Karu-
velam was introduced in Tamil Nadu,
India, in the 1960s as a solution to the
severe shortage of firewood at that time.
® The government promoted its

cultivation among small farmers to

meet the deficit of firewood.

®  While it has advantages such as its
ability to grow in adverse condi-
tions, it has become an invasive
species and has caused environ-

mental damage by absorbing a

significant amount of water, caus-

ing drought-like conditions.

Environmental impact  of
seemai karuvelam : The ‘seemai
karuvelam” trees absorb excess

ground water and cannot shelter
birds as it produces less oxygen and
more carbon dioxide.
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Environmental Benefits of the
project : Eliminating silt and inva-
sive species will improve Kavinadu
Kanmoi’s ability to store and manage
water in addition to aiding in the
restoration of the natural ecosystem.

Mass Fish Kill in Periyar
River in Kerala
i

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has issued notices to the
Kerala government and Central and
State Pollution Control Boards on
the mass fish kill in the Periyar on
May 20 and 21.

State Level Monitoring Com-
mittee (SLMC) : The committee
appointed by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), has submitted a
report recommending the appoint-
ment of an independent committee
to inspect industries and institutions
on the banks of the Periyar River.
The purpose of this committee would
be to check the illegal discharge of
untreated wastewater into the river.

According to the SLMC Chair-
man, A.V. Ramakrishna Pillai, there

is pyidence to su t the view tha
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discharged into the river from the
nearby Eloor-Edayar industrial area.

Impact : The fishermen had
suffered a loss of about 13-56 crore
following the mass fish kill as per
the findings of the Department of
Fisheries.

' About Periyar River : The Periyar
River is the longest river in the state of
Kerala, India, with a length of about
244 kilometers. It is often referred to as

| the ‘Lifeline of Kerala'.

@ Origin : The River originates from
| the Sivagiri hills of the Western
Ghats and flows through the
Periyar National Park.

Tributaries : Muthirapuzha River

Mullayar River, Cheruthoni River,

Perinjankutti River, Edamala River

| ® Perennial River : The Perivar

River is one of the few perennial
rivers in the region, meaning it
flows throughout the year.

® Significance : The Periyar River is

of utmost signi cance to the

economy of Kerala. It provides

drinking water for several major

towns, supports irrig

domestic use, and contributes to

the generation of electrical power
through the Idukki Dam.

Centre has Proposed Eco-
sensitive Areas for Villages
on Fringes of Bhitarkanika
National Park in Odisha
-—-—I——%—-—.——-
The Union Ministry of Forests,
Environment and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) has recently unveiled the
draft notification for an eco-sensitive
zone (ESZ) covering 209 villages
with a population of about 275 lakh
around Bhitarkanika National Park
and Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary in
Odisha's Kendrapara district and its
nearby areas.

Major Highlights of the
News

® Area and Extent of ESZ : The
Eco-Sensitive Zone shall cover
an area of 49767 square kms
with an extent of 0-10 kms to 87
kilometers around the boundary
of Bhitarkanika National Park,
Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary,
and Gahirmatha (Marine) Wild-
life Sanctuary.

Purpose of ESZ : The ESZ is
intended to minimize human-
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conservation of wildlife, and
reduce the impact on fragile
ecosystems. It covers 205 villages
in Kendrapara district and
Chandabali block in Bhadrak
district.
Features of Bhitarkanika and
Gahirmatha : Bhitarkanika is
known as the second largest
mangrove forest in India after
Sundarbans, and Gahirmatha is
known as the world’s largest
rookery of sea turtles. The area
also has the largest natural
population of estuarine crocodi-
les in India, the largest heronry
in Asia, and is the second
Ramsar site in the State.
® Regulations and Restrictions :
The draft notification specifies
that new construction of hotels
and resorts will not be allowed
within one kilometre from the
boundary of the protected area
or up to the extent of the Eco-
sensitive zone, whichever is
nearer.
Non-forestry activities such as
setting up of industries causing
pollution, stone crushers, com-



mercial mining, sawmills,
shrimp farms, brick kilns,
commercial use of firewood, and
hydroelectric power projects are
not allowed within the proposed
ESZ. Only non-polluting indus-
tries can be allowed within the
eco-sensitive zone.

All activities in the eco-sensitive
zone shall be governed by the
provisions of the Environment
Act and the rules made there-
under, including the Coastal
Regulation Zone, 2011, and the
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Notification, 2006, and
other applicable laws including
the Forest (Conservation) Act,

1980, the Indian Forest Act, 1927,

and the Wildlife (Protection) Act
1972.

Zonal Master Plan : A zonal
master plan will be prepared in
two years, focusing on restora-
tion of denuded areas, con-
servation of existing water
bodies, watershed management,
and needs of the local commu-

nity.

uut tarkamka
FOR #F: ﬁwmapers
Location and Size : The national
park covers an area of 145 square
kilometers and was established on
September 16, 1998.

2  Bhitarkanika National Park
is located in Kendrapara
district in the state of Odisha.

d It is the second-largest man-

grove ecosystem in India,

right after the Sunderbans.
Designation and Significance : It
was recognized as a Ramsar site
in August 2002, making it the
second Ramsar site in the state,
following Chilika Lake,
2 Bhitarkanika is known for
being the second largest
mangrove forest in India
after Sundarbans and is
home to a diverse range of
flora and fauna, including
several endangered species.
As for fauna, Bhitarkanika is
home to a significant popu-
lation of endangered salt-
water crocodiles in India.
The Gahirmatha Beach,
which marks the park's
eastern boundary, is the
largest colony of Olive
Ridley Sea Turtles,
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This draft notification aims to
protect the rich biodiversity and
fragile ecosystems around Bhitar-
kanika National Park and Gabhir-
matha Marine Sanctuary, while also
ensuring sustainable development in
the region.
el e -

Tracking SDG7 : The Energy
Progress Report 2024

The Energy Progress Report
2024, which was just published,
reveals that the global community is
still not on track to reach Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 7 for
energy by 2030.

Key Findings of the Report

Increase in People without
Access to Electricity : The most
recent report confirms that the
number of people without access to
electricity has increased for the first
time in over ten years.
® In 2022, there were 685 million

people without electricity, which

is 10 million more than in 2021.
® This increase is mainly attribu-

ted to population growth, parti-

& Wﬂ# %ﬁ-,gl%gze* rate of

new electricity connections.
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Challenges in Achieving Uni-
versal Access to Clean Cooking :
Unfortunately, the world is still not
on track to achieve universal access
to clean cooking by 2030,

Currently, one billion people are
living without access to clean
cooking fuels and technologies, with
Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia being
the most affected regions.

Renewable Energy Progress :
On a positive note, renewable
electricity consumption has grown
by over 6% year-on-year in 2021,
increasing the share of renewables in
global electricity consumption to
28.2%.

Furthermore, the installed
renewable energy-generating capa-
city per capita has reached a new
record in 2022, standing at 424 watts
per capita globally.

Renewable Energy Use in
Transportation : India, along with
the United States, Brazil, Europe,
and China, accounts for 85 per cent
of renewable energy use in the trans-
portation sector.

Disparities in  Renewable
Energy Capauty However, thene

ve!nped and developing countries.
Developed countries have 37 times

Targets Linked to the Environment

o
energy services
®
global energy mix
o
[ ]
]

programmes of support.

About Sustainable Development Goal 7 : It is a Part of the 17 Sustainable

Development Goals.
@ It was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015.
® SDG7 calls for “affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all” by
2030. It's three core targets are the foundation for our work :
O  Ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy
services
U Increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy
mix
O Double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency.
ki

From job creation to economic development, from security concerns to the full
empowerment of women, energy lies at the heart of the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDGs) agreed to by the world’s leaders in September 2015 as
part of the 2030 Agenda. Further information on SDGs.

Target 7-1 : By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern
Target 7-2 : By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the

Target 7-3 : By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency
Target 7.a : By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to
clean energy research and techmlogy, including renewable energy, energy
efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote
investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy technology

Target 7.b : By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for
supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all in developing coun-
tries, in particular least developed countries, Small Island developing States,
and land-locked developing countries, in accordance with their respective

e



more installed capacity than deve-
loping countries, with 1,073 watts
per capita compared to 293 watts per

affordable housing for the low
and moderate-income earners
who are residents of India.

with the majority of plastic
particles coming from aquatic
sources such as seafood.

capita, respectively. ® National Clean Air Program- @ There is a 39-fold increase in
Insufficient Efforts to Achieve me : This program targets to daily microplastic consumption
SDG 7 : The report warns that tackle air pollution problems from 1990 to 2018.
current efforts are insufficient to across the country in a compre- @ US dietary intake of micro-
achieve SDG 7 on time, highlighting hensive manner. plastics is estimated to be about
the need for more action and invest- 2:4 grams per month, while the
ment in renewable energy. Southeast Asian Countries lowest is Paraguay at 0-85 grams,
e 300 g B | Topihe Global Dieary | ® Do, 0 s micoplosic
ong wi naa onesia, made : . ' "
signigfi{:ant progress in adopting Uptakes of Microplastics graphics and human respiration
modern renewable energy sources.| —— S ——eKBT  fEm——pe—o- rates were used to calculate
India, in particular, experienced one of Southeast Asian countries such microplastics being inhaled.
the highest increases in the use of | as Indonesia, Malaysia and the @ Industrialization in developing
modern renewables, with the share of |  phjlippines top the global per capita economies, particularly in East
renewfubles‘ n total final energy con- | 1. of dietary uptakes of micropla- and South Asia, has led to
P0G oY BERIYJ PercEnisEe stics, while China, Mongolia and the increased consumption of plastic
P . . United Kingdom top the list of materials, waste generation and
® :::; }t:;m;:z: ‘:3;;;:?9‘;;]]:]’: m}lntﬂes ‘that breat-he the most human microplastic uptake.
substantial intermational financial microplastics, according to a new @ According to the study, a 90%
o study by Cornell researchers map- reduction in aquatic plastic
@ In 202, the cuntly recelved a ping n_'licmplaﬁtic uptake across 109 debris could lead to substantial
notable USD 627 million for 47 | countries. decreases in microplastic expo-
renewable energy projects, many s sure, potentially by up to 51% in
of which were valued at less than . ‘ developed countries and 49% in
USD 1 million. Germany and the d o highly industrializing regions.
International Bank for Recons- 7 . .
truction and Development (IBRD) i Ii ‘ ﬁﬂﬂdi}'ldz Inhalation of
p ionifi %e i 1croplias 9 .
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plastics that individuals inhale,
the aforementioned study also
investigated the inhalation of
such particles by individuals
residing in China and Mongolia.
The findings revealed that these
individuals inhale a staggering
amount of over 2:8 million
particles on a monthly basis. In

India’s Towards

SDG7

® PM Surya Ghar Yojana : This
scheme provides subsidies for
installing rooftop solar panels g
for residential houses and using
solar energy for electricity,
which will help save money on
electricity bills.

® National Action Plan on
Climate Change : This scheme |g
drives investment towards clean
energy. L

® Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) : It promotes clean
cooking fuel.

® Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram
Jyoti Yojana (DDUG]Y) : This
scheme aims for rural electrifica- | ®
tion.

® Swachh Bharat Mission : This
mission aims to end open
defecation, enhance solid waste

Progress

Key Findings from the Study

Overall, the study found that @
Indonesians eat about 15 grams
of microplastics per month—
more than any other country

About Microplastics

Microplastics, measuring less than 5 mm (0-2 inches) in length, are generated

due to plastic pollution and are prevalent in the environment.

The environment is contaminated by microplastics found in various sources

such as cosmetics, synthetic garments, plastic bottles, and bags. These products

often end up in waste and contribute to the pollution.

® Furthermore, microplastics are deliberately produced for specific purposes like
exfoliating scrubs and industrial abrasives.

Various Sources of Microplastics

Plastic Waste : Deteriorated plastic debris in the environment can break down

into microplastics.

® Personal Care Products: Microbeads, tiny plastic particles found in exfoliating
scrubs, toothpaste, and various cosmetics.

® Textiles : Synthetic materials such as polyester and nylon shed microfibers

when laundered, leading to their presence in wastewater and aquatic

management, and establish ecosystems.
vil 13395. free  from open |g@ ndustrial Processes : Certain sectors utilize microplastic abrasives, potentially
defecation. introducing them into the environment through manufacturing activities.

@® Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana: |@
This Yojana facilitates access to

Tire Wear : The degradation of vehicle tires can result in the release of
microplastic particles into the environment.
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stark contrast, the annual death
toll in the United States stands
at approximately 300,000 indivi-
duals.

These minuscule fragments
primarily originate from the
degradation of plastics found in
items such as tires and synthetic
fabrics.

The production, washing, and
usage of these items can result
in the release of microplastics
into the surrounding air.

Bihar Nagi & Nakti Wet-
lands Recognized Under

Ramsar Convention

.

India has added two bird sanc-

tuaries from Bihar, Nagi and Nakti,
to the ‘Ramsar Sites” list, taking the
tally to 82.

Important Substantial Facts

The newest ‘Wetlands of Inter-
national Importance’, both man-
made reservoirs situated in the
Jhajha forest range of Jamui
District in Bihar, were added to

[~ FRanisan Sitey/ as parpef (World &

About

Environment Day.

The catchments of these sanc-
tuaries feature dry deciduous
forests surrounded by hills.
With the two sites, India now
equals China in terms of Ramsar
Sites. Both countries have 82
recognised waterlogged eco-
systems in the country.

The UK with 175 has the highest
number of such sites, followed
by Mexico, 144.

It is important to note that the
Kanwar Lake in Begusarai
district was designated as
Bihar's first Ramsar Site in 2020.

Nagi and Nakti

Wetlands

They are located in the Jamui
district of Bihar.

The Nagi and Natki bird sanc-
tuaries are spread across 791
and 333 hectares respectively.
Nagi bird sanctuary is a 8lst
and Nakti bird sanctuary 82nd
Ramsar sites in India.

As per the Ramsar Sites, the two
bird sanctuaries are human-
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made wetlands which were
developed primarily for irriga-
tion through the construction of
Nakti Dam.

Since the dam’s construction,
the wetland and its surrounding
area have provided habitat for
over 150 species of birds,
mammals, fish, aquatic plants,
and reptiles and amphibians.
These species include globally
threatened species, including the
endangered Indian elephant
(Elephas maximus indicus) and
a vulnerable native catfish
(Wallago attu).

As per Asiatic Waterbird Census
(AWC) 2023, the Nakti bird
sanctuary is the wetland with
the highest number of birds
reported with a count of 7,844
birds, followed by Nagi bird
sanctuary with 6,938 birds.

The catchment area of the
wetlands is largely dry deci-

duous forest which is
surrounded by the hills.
In 1984, the wetland was

designated as a Bird Sanctuary.

About Ramsar Slte ’
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designated to be of international
importance under the Ramsar
Convention, also known as The
Convention on Wetlands, an
international environmental
treaty signed on 2 February,
1971 in Ramsar, Iran, under the
auspices of UNESCO.

In India, it came into force on st
February 1982, under which
wetlands of international impor-
tance are declared as Ramsar
sites.
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New Hemiparasite Plant
Species Named After
Lushai Tribe of Mizoram

e — —

A rare hemi-parasitic terrestrial

plant, Phtheirospermum lushaiorum,
has been discovered in Phawngpui
National Park of Mizoram.

Characteristics of Phtheiro-
spermum lushaiorum

Habitat and Growth : Phtheiro-
spermum lushaiorum is a hemi-
parasitic plant that lacks a fully
developed root system and

Park
also known

' A
il L \;eﬂand m{e © Wountain 'National Park, Vis16he | 6f <

forms connections with another
plant to obtain water and
minerals. It has been observed to
attach itself to the roots of its
host and appears like a normal
plant growing in the soil. The
plant flowers only during July to
September, and fruits are
produced during August to
October.

Distinct Features : The plant is
characterized by its distinct
bilabiate yellow flower and did-
ynamous stamen, which were
observed under stereo-micro-
scopic observation and consulta-
tion with relevant literature. It is
currently known only from the

type locality.

Cultural Significance The
specific epithet ‘lushaiorum’ is
named after the ‘Lushai’ tribe of
Mizoram, honoring the tradi-
tions and cultural heritage of the
Lushai tribe for their commit-
ment towards biodiversity con-
servation.

About Phawngpui National
: Phawngpui National Park,

Phawngpui Blue

the two national parks of India in

Mizoram, with

the other being

Murlen National Park.

Location : It is situated about
300 km from the main city
Aizawl, in the Lawngtlai district,
towards the southeast of Mizo-

ram and relatively close to
Burma.
The park covers the entire

mountain of Phawngpui, often
called the Blue Mountain of
Mizoram, which is the highest
mountain peak in the state,
reaching 2,157 m above sea level.

Flora and Fauna : The Park is
known for its diverse flora and
fauna, with a variety of butter-
flies, including some rare
species, and a range of bird
species such as peregrine falcon,
Blyth's tragopan, sunbirds, grey
sibia, and golden-throated
barbet.

The area is encircled by matted
bamboo groves and other
alluring vegetation, creating a
picturesque landscape.
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Inspiring Youth

“Strong determination, focused efforts and clarity
of thoughts are the secrets of my success.”

( Ayushi Pradhan

[ Topper—Civil Services Exam., 2023 (36th Rank)
T - - — - E— - =

‘Pratiyogita Darpan’ arranged an exclusive interview with Mrs. Ayushi Pradhan who has been
selected in Civil Services Exam., 2023 conducted by UPSC. She deserves high appreciation and our
heartiest congratulations on her glorious success. This important, thought-provoking and highly
inspiring interview is being presented here in its original form.

PD—Achieving top slot in the
coveted Civil Services Examination is
no small feat; accept our heartiest
congratulations on your splendid
stuccess.

Mrs. Ayushi—Thank you Sir !

PD—What preference in ser-
vices have you opted for and any
particular reason for that priority ?

Mrs, Ayushi—I preferred IAS as
my first choice.

PD—The first step is the most
difficult; from where, you did get the
right advice ?

=) FMrss Aysshi—There are a lotof o
" topper talks, so I watéhed 34

channels on YouTube. Initially, I did
not have a lot of ideas. I prepared
from home only.

So, mostly I got guidance from
YouTube, which I could get free
online, so I got guidance from there
only.

PD—In how many attempts
have you achieved this success ?

Mrs. Ayushi—It was my third
attempt.

PD—You achieved the desired
success in this attempt; how do you
visualize your previous attempts ?

Mrs. Ayushi—In first attempt, |
reached up to interview stage, but
could not qualify in the final list, I
missed by 13 marks.

In second attempt, 1 got 334th
rank and I got Indian Defence Estate
Service (IDES) and then, with this
attempt, finally I got 36th Rank.

PD—What special you did this
time that enabled you to get a high
rank in this attempt ?

Mrs. Ayushi—It was belief in
myself, managing stress and anxiety.

I started believing in God also. |
got attracted towards spiritualism.
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So, it helped me in overcoming
anxiety.

For managing stress, the thing
that works the most is willpower and
being aware of the purpose that I
have to become IAS. | have to
achieve my name in top. All these
things combined.

Strong, will and
greatest capital.

optimism are the

—Ayushi Pradhan

PD—Did you keep in mind some
time-frame for the examination pre-
paration and number of attempts ?

Mrs. Ayushi—Not really. Like,
back of the mind, I knew that if 1
give my 100%, if not IAS, but at least
I will clear this exam and will get
some rank. It might happen that I
will not get IAS because 1AS requires
you to be in top 70. So, that might be
difficult.

But at least, 1 will get some
group A service. | always thought
that I will clear it and had confidence
in myself. And that was actually
happening for me because in first
attempt, 1 went till interview. In
second attempt, 1 got a rank. So,
somehow, I had that belief in myself.

PD—What was your Optional
Subject and give the basis of select-
ing the optional subject ?

Mrs.  Ayushi—Anthropology.
Anthro is a very good subject. Its
syllabus is wvery static; not much
dynamic. As 1 belong to scientific
background, so, I wanted a subject
which is a bit scoring, which is
scientific at the same time and also a
bit easy.

Anthro is the only subject, it
comes from humanities background,
but has a lot of roles of science. And
it has a lot of things that attracted

£ heaANd il syllabngie vévyahne, it e

can be covered within 4-5 months.

And apart from that, it is very
much scoring subject. Here, the role
of subjectivity is less. If you are
writing well, you get marks.

Then, I also saw that the toppers
are performing very well. Like, when
I took it, the last 2020 topper was
also from Anthropology. And it was
getting very good scores like 320, 300
plus toppers were achieving, Within
short span, they were able to do this.

Then, I saw that Anthro has a lot
of guidance in the market. Study-
materials are also easily available,
book resources everything,

So, all these things were match-
ing my interest. So, after seeing all
these factors, | chose Anthro.

Initially, I did not get coaching; |
thought that it will be done by
myself. But we come from engineer-
ing background. So, our way of
thinking is different as compared to
humanities people. So, it becomes
difficult for us to understand the
thinkers and all. So, I got coaching
help for that. I understood a lot of
things from that which 1 did not
understand initially.



PD—'Time Management’ is a
key factor; how did you manage
things ?

Mrs. Ayushi—Yes, in first
attempt, I did feel time shortage.
Because within one year, you have to
study so much and because of that, |
could not clear in first attempt.

I just had one year and so much
vast syllabus; I could not focus on
my optional subject Anthropology. |
scored very less in that and that was
a problem.

But then, if you give around two
years, it is sufficient to cover the
syllabus effectively.

And after that, in each of my
subsequent attempt, my preparation
was very good. But in my second
attempt, [ faced time management
problem when writing answers.

For that, you have to practice a
lot to manage as writing 50 pages in
3 hours, that itself is a challenging
thing,.

At the same time, making sure
that your answer is very high
quality. So, you have to practice a lot.

FOR Morg;New.spapers

Name—Ayushi Pradhan
Father’s Name—Shri Chittaranjan
Pradhan

Mothers Name—Mrs. Smita
Pradhan
Educational Qualifications—

10th—2019, Biju Patnaik Univer-
sity of Technology (9-03/10 CGPA)

12th—2015, CBSE, Mothers Public
School (92-8%)

B.Tech.—2013, ISCE, St. Annes
Convent School (93%)

Previous Selections—AIR 334;

| CSE2022

PD—What was your approach
towards Preliminary Examination
preparation ?

Mrs. Ayushi—For GS Paper-l
(General Studies) : In Prelims, I
mostly focused on static subjects like
Polity and Economy and all. And
then I used to do mock tests subject-
wise, [ used to pick any coaching and
do their analysis and from there, I
used to analyze my mistakes. And
then I also used to do PYQs of that
subject well.
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And then finally, I gave around
15-20 full-length mock tests. And I
tried to simulate the same timing
also, so that my biological clock gets
somehow adjusted with that.

So, in that way, I practiced a lot
of tests. So, the fear that I had, that
fear, that went away. So, I felt that
the actual exam. was also like a mock
test, so I didn’t have that anxiety.

For GS Paper-ll (Aptitude
Test) : CSAT actually, I was lucky in
the sense that, I did preparation for
MBA during engineering time. And |
had a technical background. So, I
didn’t have to do much hard work
for that.

Like, it cleared for me easily.
Because [ had that, whatever skills 1
needed, I had already practiced. So,
basically, I never did much prepara-
tion for C-SAT.

PD—How did you manage to
tackle the ‘Negative Marking’ in
Prelims ?

Mrs. Ayushi—Negative mark-
ing was there, but I used to keep the
attempt on higher side. Because
nowadays, there is a little bit of

goﬁ'zgl ;egsonhg ﬁ?ﬁéﬁ&% e

that [ attempt a little bit higher.

So that if the negative marking
is also right, then my next positive,
means, my next cut-off should be
cleared.

PD—What shift did you adopt
in your strategy for Main Exami-
nation (Written) ?

Mrs. Ayushi—For paper 1, the
thing is that what you study for
Prelims, the same thing is used in
Mains. Because, we study a lot for
Prelims. Like Geography, History-
all these things overlap with our
Main syllabus. So, 1 tried to retain
that knowledge and use it in Prelims.

It should not go in waste that |
made sure. And second is, to
understand the boundaries, | used to
take help of the PYQs - last 10-15
years of UPSC PYQs,

With that, 1 could understand
that UPSC is asking more topics and
they are asking around it. So, I used
to prepare according to that.

And then [ also took help of test-
series and it helped a lot as they
asked questions for practice.

I knew that I have to write good
answers to the questions that may be
asked in the paper. With that, | tried
to complete my syllabus.

PD—Was there any special
effort for effective preparation for
Essay Paper ?

Mrs. Ayushi—For Essay, you
have the same knowledge that you
have to use GS. The only thing is that
I prepared an intro-conclusion.

I used PYQs to prepare the
topics for Essay. And then, [ brain-
stormed the last PYQs around the
philosophical topics. | brainstormed
that this is how I am going to write.
Apart from this, I joined the Essay
Test Series.

Personal Qualities

Favourite Person—I| idolize AP]
Abdul Kalam.

Strong Points—I have a strong
will power and that attitude to not give
llP.

Weak Points—Sometimes | do a
lot of overthinking. Sometimes 1
procrastinate.

Hobbies—My hobbies
travelling, yoga, meditation.

include

PD—How did you prepare
m.meuﬂrperﬂagmme
Test) ?

Mrs. Ayushi—In interview,
mostly they ask around your DAF as
in my interview mostly, they asked
questions from the service and from
my state. They asked questions from
my state Odisha. I am already in the
service, so they mostly asked me
from the service.

I had Raj Shukla’s Interview
board and my Interview was on 15th
March, 2024. There were 5 members
and each member was asking ques-
tions.

In all, I was asked about 25-30
questions. They asked me questions
from Odisha, starting from the
current Biju Patnaik because | passed
from CET college under B.J. Patnaik
University. They asked me to com-
pare B.J. Patnaik with the current
C.M. Naveen Patnaik and all.

Then, they went into nepotism
in politics because in Odisha, for 25
years, the same government that's
ruling, they went into that. And
then, they asked about cooperative
federalism; like, in Odisha, like,
central situation is very good.

Continued on Page 78



Inspiring Youth

“Clear vision, focused determination, hard work and
perseverance are the secrets of my success.”

( Kasturi Sha

( Topper—Civil
-

Services Exam., 2023 (68th Rank)

‘Pratiyogita Darpan” arranged an exclusive interview with Ms, Kasturi Sha who has been selected
in Civil Services Exam., 2023. She deserves high appreciation and our heartiest congratulations on her
shining achievement. This important, thought-provoking and highly inspiring interview is being

presented here in its original form.

PD—Achieving top slot in the
coveted Civil Services Examination is
no small feat; accept our heartiest
congratulations on your splendid
success.

Ms. Kasturi—Thank you sir !

PD—What preference in ser-
vices have you opted for and any
particular reason for that priority ?

Ms. Kasturi—The first pre-
ference was IAS itself. And the
second one was the foreign service.

Because in the administrative
services I've often felt that it is an
~9vsds where you, ican, put 2 Jot of
* creativity “into ‘practice ‘and I am
basically a creative person. 1 am an
author. I've written a few books. I'm
a poet a writer as well.

PD—The first step is the most
difficult; from where, vou did get the
right advice ?

Ms. Kasturi—I was interested in
this right from my school days. I
used to whenever there was an
article about the civil services in
newspapers and also in magazines,
I used to go through them. And
another interesting facet was listen-
ing to these topper talks even way
back in school.

I got this basic idea about the
pattern of the exam and things but
serious preparation oriented with a
syllabus began after my graduation.

PD—In how many attempts
have you achieved this success ?

Ms. Kasturi—It was my first
attempt.

PD—What special you did that
enabled you to get a high rank in this
attempt ?

Ms. Kasturi—It's right that we
will have to face a lot of these
anxieties and self-doubt when we go
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through this journey, but I did not
have any other plan. The only plan I
had was this plan a way to prepare
for the examination. In this journey, |
had a lot of people with me to stay
with me make me motivated offer
me the strength and confidence
including my parents, my friends
and teachers.

I had to go through a lot of these
self-doubts and issues, but ultimately
hopefully with the help of God as
well. I could make it through. Well,
that's a dream to crack this exami-
nation and fast attempt and secure a
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job.

Success is reached by aiming high and
being ahead of the crowd.

—Kasturi Sha

PD—Did you keep in mind some
time-frame for the examination pre-
paration and number of attempts ?

Ms. Kasturi—This was the only
dream | had and this was a dream
that I was carrying with me ever
since I was say, six years old. So, it's
a dream that is almost as old as me. |
wouldn’t be giving it up so easily
and I wasn’t sure that | would make
it to the top hundred in the first

attempt even though my parents
used to tell me that I thought I might
appear somewhere in the list because
of the amount of effort and sincerity
that had gone into this process.

PD—What was your Optional
Subject and give the basis of select-
ing the optional subject ?

Ms. Kasturi—Sociology was my
optional subject.

Optional  subject  selection
matters as it must be a subject that
we are really interested in, which we
will be able to spend considerable

. Amount of timersBecause if we, look
“into the Main exam‘syllabus, we will ~

find that no other subject takes a
larger chunk of the marks like
Sociology or optional alone takes 500
marks.

PD— 'Time Management’ is a
key factor while making prepara-
tions as well as in writing exami-
nation papers, be it Prelims or Main
Examination. How did you manage
things ?

Ms. Kasturi—When 1 used to
write the mock tests, I had problem
of paucity of time. | couldn't com-
plete the papers or complete writing
many answers to a satisfactory level
initially, but over practice and by
keeping micro targets like half an
hour, I'll be able to I might set a
target to write four questions. Over
time of practice, when it came to the
final exam, I was able to complete all
the papers on time.

PD—What was your approach
towards Preliminary Examination
preparation ?

Ms. Kasturi—For prelims, the
first thing was initially I did a
comprehensive preparation merging
both Prelims and Mains. | covered
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the initial basics from the standard
books as well as the NCERTs.

After completing my basic pre-
paration. I started practicing as many
mock tests and solving questions,
including the previous year ques-
tions. So it was kind of an active
revision through solving questions.

PD—GS Paper II (Aptitude Test)
has become a big concern for many;
what special you did to keep your-
self afloat ?

Ms. Kasturi—CSAT  paper,
especially because I did not have a
science or a Maths background. After
class 10, T did my education for 11th
and 12th in the humanities stream.

When it came to CSAT initially,
I had this big doubt whether I would
be able to solve the mathematical
questions. 1 even doubted if I had
forgotten multiplication and division.

But eventually what 1 found is
that CSAT also has this opportunity
of comprehension. And English com-
prehension was something that | was
pretty confident and sure about. So, I
used to do all the comprehension
questions at first. And then I used to
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PD—How did you manage to
tackle the ‘Negative Marking’ in
Prelims ?

Ms. Kasturi—Negatives were
there, but the thing was accordingly
being flexible with the number of
attempts we were making. 1 wasn't
adamant that I would be writing 80
questions every test I took. But
depending on the nature of the
question papers, I used to vary, show
this flexibility and adaptability there.

Accordingly, if it was a very
hard question paper, I wouldn't be
doing so many questions and getting
too many negatives. I was also
careful to avoid negatives.

PD—What shift did you adopt
in your strategy for Main Examina-
tion (Written) ?

Ms. Kasturi—For Mains, my
strategy was preparing generally
subject-wise.

Like from Paper 1, we have art
and culture, modern India, society,
geography. 1 used to spend a week
learning all subjects. [ mean, learning
and revising before Prelims.
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After Prelims, the gap that we
have between prelims and mains is
just three months. So that was how if
one week [ would be learning geo-
graphy, another week [ learned
Indian society. Another week, say it
was Modern India.

So like that, I spend a week for
almost all the major topics there.
And apart from the basic resources, |
also read these topper copies. I got a
lot of additional facts and infor-
mation, the way of presenting an
answer by reading the topper copies,
as well as by going through the
previous year mains questions and
the prepared answers that were
available online.

PD—Was there any special
effort for effective preparation for
Essay Paper ?

Ms. Kasturi—More than pre-
paring for the essay, it was about
practicing, writing the essay and
reading good essays, reading essays
as well as by the toppers essays and
also brainstorming and structuring
the essay.

Learning to structure an essay,
say we take a topu: c.pend half an

Ehauf AnsAE
different dimensions of the topic.

PD—How did you prepare
vourself for Interview (Personality
Test) ?

Ms. Kasturi—UPSC interview, |
think it was the lightest part of the
preparation. Mains was the heaviest
part and the lightest one was when it
came to the interview. And my
interview happened on April 9 in
B.B. Swain Sir’s Board. It was an all-
male member board.

As it was scheduled in the later
part, I got a span of say four months
to relax and prepare for the inter-
view.

I generally focused on preparing
about I prepared on these areas,
including my home state, then about
my DAF, especially because my DAF
had a lot of content in it. So I
prepared on the keywords from the
DAF and then about my graduation
subject. I just brushed up whatever I
had learned in college.

And then something from my
optional. I just went through the
short notes of the optional. So that
was it.
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Some of the question asked
were What are your favourite
authors or books that you have read
recently from the Indian English
writers ? Then about why do you
think Indians write in English ?

Why couldn’t they write just in
vernacular ? And then we had a brief
discussion about this.

And after that, we went on to
questions like Kerala was going
through this financial crisis back
then. There was a suit that was filed
in the Supreme Court regarding it. If
you are the judge in this case, what
would be your judgement ?

So there was this situation based
question asking my judgement. Then
the question was about the student
migration happening from Kerala.
And what is the trend in migration
from Kerala now ? Is it towards the
Western countries or towards the
Middle East ?

Personal Qualities i

Favourite Person—My mother, |
| she has inspired me a lot, ‘
Strong Points—The determination |
' and sincere effons that I put in.
M«mw
think logically. 1 thmk less with head
| more with heart.
Hobbies—I am an author, I write |
' poetry, YouTube content creator on|
English Literature.

PD—'Success is sweet'—were
you confident of your success with
top ranks and how did you react to
this news ?

Ms. Kasturi—I thought that I
might be somewhere on the list.
Since, there are a thousand vacancies
this time and 3000 people had gone
to the interview; so, the success ratio
might be one by three. This was a
pleasant surprise as I did not expect
a two-digit rank.

PD—Any particular  success
story or any motivation that influ-
enced your career journey to this
consequence ?

Ms. Kasturi—In school and
college itself, IAS officers and IPS
officers coming to interact with the
students or for inaugurating certain
programs in the school. 1 got this
opportunity to meet Jayakumar Sir,
he was the chief secretary of Kerala.

Continued on Page 78



Inspiring Youth

“Concentration, deep study and excellent
strategy are the secrets of my success.”

( Fabi Rasheed

- I - < T -
( Topper— Civil
- —- T T

Services Exam., 2023 (71st Rank)

‘Pratiyogita Darpan’ arranged an exclusive interview with Mrs. Fabi Rasheed who has been
selected in Civil Services Exam., 2023 conducted by UPSC. She deserves high appreciation and our
heartiest congratulations on her glorious success. This important, thought-provoking and highly
inspiring interview is being presented here in its original form.

PD—Achieving top slot in the
coveted Civil Services Examination is
no small feat; accept our heartiest
congratulations on your splendid
success.

Mrs. Fabi—Thank you so much
Sir!

PD—What preference in ser-
vices have you opted for ?

Mrs. Fabi—First is IAS. Second
is IRS (Customs) and third is IRS
(Income Tax).

PD—The first step is the most
difficult; from where, you did get the
fightadvices? :

Mrs. Fabi—I did have a basi
idea about the three stages of the
exam and that Prelims was MCQ,
Mains you have to write a lot, and
interview is another stage. So, I knew
these basic details.

PD—In how many attempts
have you achieved this success ?

Mrs. Fabi—This was my first
attempt.

PD-—-Did you keep in mind some
time-frame for the examination pre-
paration and number of attempts ?

Mrs. Fabi—I did not have a
backup plan or anything because I
was a person who believed that if
you have a backup plan, then there is
a chance that you might not perform
or you might not be motivated as
much because you have something
to fall back on. 5o, I never really had
a second or a backup plan, nothing
like that.

Only thing was that I also
cleared the Indian Forest Service
examinations preliminary as well as
the mains. 1 also had an interview
call. So, if anything happens to this, 1
only had that as a backup.
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But even if | had gotten the
Indian Forest Service, I would have
written given the examination again.

Success opens up the treasures of
eternal joy.

—Fabi Rasheed

PD—What was your Optional
Subject and give the basis of select-
ing the optional subject ?

Mrs. Fabi—The thing is that 1
studied in Indian Institute of Science,
Education and Research, IISER,
Trivandrum. So, there we have an
interdisciplinary course, we had to
take one or two courses in humanity.

There Sociology was offered to
us. So, that was my base in socio-
logy. And the criteria that I used for
fixing an optional were basically
fourfold.

One was obviously my interest.
So, I went through a lot of syllabi
and different subjects. Initially, I took
anthropology and I attended one or
two classes also. But then | realized
Anthropology was not my cup of tea.
So, I started, T wanted to do some-
thing else. I was checking all the
syllabus and | found Sociology inter-
esting. S0, my interest was one thing.
A second thing is that I checked for

overlap with the other papers. So,
Sociology has overlap with G5 paper
one and GS paper two.

A third is that it is a very scoring
subject, Sociology, because a lot of
toppers have had Sociology as their
optional. And so, there were a lot of
toppers copy and abandoned mate-
rial which was there. And four was
the mentorship that I could receive.
50, I am a person, [ am a stickler for
offline classes.

I do not really perform; I find
myself not performing well enough
in_online_classes.. So, | syanted to
have' a' subject’ it which ‘1 “can™get
good mentorship and in an offline
manner. So, there Sociology was
available in Trivandrum.

PD—Time Management’ is a
key factor; how did you manage
things ?

Mrs. Fabi—Paucity of time,
everybody feels, especially during
Mains.

Talking of Prelims, probably the
day before the exam [ was not very
tense. | went out for an ice cream and
all those things to keep myself calm
and not overthink, So, for Prelims, |
would not say I faced any paucity of
time, but for Mains, yes, definitely I
faced problem.

But then I was a person who
used to study for at least 10 to 12
hours a day.

For during the period of Mains,
I used to study for 12 hours a day
consistently. There is definitely going
to be a paucity time if you do not just
study.

So, I had to make a lot of com-
promises because of the paucity of
time as I skipped all my social
activities.



PD—What was your approach

towards Preliminary Examination
preparation ?
Mrs. Fabi—For Prelims, the

important thing is that you have to
be able to understand the nuances of
the question, the nuances of the
option and clearly pick out what is
right and what is wrong,.

So, here we need a lot of factual
information and also a lot of 360-
degree analysis of everything that
you read.

I never really used to jot it down
anywhere. It was only in my mind.
So, in this way, I used to put myself
in the shoes of the examiner and
started thinking about in whatever
way they can twist any statements
for the prelims. So, I think that was
one strategy that actually worked for
me.

Bio-Data

Name—Fabi Rasheed
Father's Name—Dr, S.M. Rasheed
Mother’s Name—Dr. M. Beenath
Date of Birth—June 23, 1999
Educational Qualifications—BS
| MS in Biological Science
JNewspapers
12th— ICSE (97-75%)
Post Graduation and Gradua-
hon—g 46/ 10 CGPA

PD—GS Paper Il (Aptitude Test)
has become a big concern for many;
what special you did to keep your-
self afloat ?

Mrs. Fabi—So, primarily CSAT
was a problem for me.

I never really faced a problem
with Math, I was very interested in
Math, not abstract, but the real Math.
I used to be a participant of Maths
Olympiad and a lot of different
things. In all the mock tests that |
have given, I was doing 60 to 70
questions, or even more than 70.

But when [ faced CSAT paper, |
was very concerned, because I was
not able to do more than 35 ques-
tions. So, it was very challenging
there and it was also a bit of luck was
involved.

PD—What shift did you adopt
in your strategy for Main Exami-
nation (Written) ?

Mrs. Fabi—For Mains, I used to
do it paper-wise because in the
institute that we studied we had as |
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said weekly test, even for Mains
there was test series every week.

So, they used to give portions
for each test and that was from one
paper at a time. So, it was mainly a
paper-wise approach. But the boun-
daries are blurred because UPSC has
asked questions that nobody really
prepares for.

So, one needs extensive study-
plan a 360-degree analysis of every
topic. 1 took a lot of tests in the
institute that I have studied itself

PD—Was there any special
effort for effective preparation for
Essay Paper ?

Mrs. Fabi—My plan for essay
was to have a lot of poems, anec-
dotes, quotes and all those things
and make the essay as flowy as
possible. But for some reason or the
other, my strategy did not work.

I only got 96 marks for the essay
paper. So, there 1 do not know what
went wrong. The rest of the papers is
what actually pushed my rank really,
but I do not know what went wrong
in essay.

[ used to refer to a lot of toppers

copy. Even the . essays L started, wlt
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where thinking is like a game, that
one and the other which is about a
women and men. So, there I started
with quotes.

PD—How did you prepare
vourself for Interview (Personality
Test) ?

Mrs. Fabi—I had qualified for
the Indian Forest Service means. So,
my center was in Chennai.

[ gave the exam and I came back
on December 5 and December 8 was
when the results came. So, after that,
the interview schedule also came
within a week or so.

And my interview was in the
first week itself, January 9th. So, I got
very, very, very little time to prepare.
So, initially, anyway, one or two
days went into like, I was anxious,
what will I do within, I only have
two weeks left to study for the
interview.

But the rest of the days, I started
preparing intensively from my DAF.
I did not get a chance to even attend
a lot of Mock-Interviews, but then 1
took a lot of speaking practice with
one-on-one sessions. My interview

was in Lieutenant General

Shukla Sir’s Board.

Since, | was from a science back-
ground, the chairman was asking me
questions about artificial intelligence.
He initially asked me, told me the
name of a company and asked me
whether 1 was aware about that
company.

But then I was not, | did not
hear about, 1 have not heard about
that company. And then he said it
was a company in China that used to
translate or live translate the
speeches of Trump to Mandarin. But
it did more than just translation, it
used to copy the mannerisms also.

S50, he asked me why India does
not have such kind of technology
even today. Then there was a ques-
tion about, that was the second
question, the second question that
I'm talking about right now was
asked by another member and not
the chairman. He asked me the per-
centage that, what percentage of
India’s GDP does it spend on
defense ? So, that was another ques-
tion that I had.

One question that the third

Raj

-“-d J\.—lr [ #| mil L~

‘tural urban health’ divide in- India
and what as a civil servant can I do
to reduce this health gap that is there
between rural and urban area. And |
had got questions about my alma
mater from the fourth interview
board, interview member. So, she
asked me how is ICER faring and
how many patents does ICER Trivan-
drum where [ have studied have.

One question that the fifth
member had asked me was about
whether there is a population growth
still going on in India and if it is the
case what can we do to reduce it.

PD—'Success is sweet'—were
you confident of your success with
top ranks and how did you react to
this news ?

Mrs. Fabi—I do not think any-
body can ever be confident about
success. When I saw my result, my
first reaction was shock.

I wanted, I really, really wanted
to have a rank below 100 because
everybody wants to come out of the
cycle. So, you cannot go on infinitely
writing the exam. So, I was hoping
and praying that please 1 have to
clear this time with IAS itself.
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Inspiring Youth

“Firm willpower, inner motivation, planned studies
hard work and positive approach are keys to success.”

C Garima Mundra

( Topper—Civil
- T—

Services Exam., 2023 (80th Rank) )

‘Pratiyogita Darpan’ arranged an exclusive interview with Mrs. Garima Mundra who has been
selected in Civil Services Exam., 2023 conducted by UPSC. She deserves high appreciation and our
heartiest congratulations on her glorious success. This important, thought-provoking and highly
inspiring interview is being presented here in its original form.

PD—Achieving top slot in the
coveted Civil Services Examination is
no small feat; accept our heartiest
congratulations on your splendid
stuccess.

Mrs. Garima—Thank vyou so
much !

PD—What preference in servi-
ces have you opted for and any
particular reason for that priority ?

Mrs. Garima—I have opted for
IFS (Indian Foreign Service) as my
first preference. I particularly found
IR as a subject very interesting during
[~hy/préparation/\And found myself
stopping for longer at the "World’
page of Indian Express longer. So it
was mainly the interest in the dis-
cipline and also the prestige asso-
ciated with representing India on a
global fora. 1 personally feel with
India’s rising stature on the world
stage, IFS would be a great learning
opportunity for me as a person.

PD—The first step is the most
difficult; from where, you did get the
right advice ?

Mrs. Garima—Definitely, the
beginning is always the hardest
and most overwhelming part of this
examination. 1 did not have any
background in my family or in my
peers to guide me through the
process. So, | have liberally used
YouTube as my holy grail-going
through Toppers’ Talk, their blogs-
to figure out my booklist and sources
and strategy. | am anyway a self-
study person, so it was a no-brainer
to not go for coaching.

PD—In how many attempts
have you achieved this success ?

Mrs. Garima—This
third attempt.

was my
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PD—You achieved the desired
success in this attempt; how do you
visualize your previous attempts ?

Mrs. Garima—Well, definitely
strenuous and heartbreaking on the
face of it. But with the power of
hindsight, I realise that the failures
were very important part of the
process. Luck is definitely a big
factor, but I think 1 kept working
smarter with each passing attempt,
along with working harder. And as a
person who's never really failed
much in life, I think it gave me a life
expduenceasiwells Hfips. /1

Follow your own bent no matter what
people say.

—Garima Mundra

PD—What special you did this
time that enabled you to get a high
rank in this attempt ?

Mrs. Garima—While prelims
preparation remained the same more
or less, I think it was the Mains
preparation that I changed a bit.
More streamlining of my prepara-
tion, more focus on PYQs and what
UPSC actually demands, rather than
what [ know. Using the ‘examiner
mindset’, and ensuring my answers

have a good intro and good con-
clusion made a lot of difference.
Forming templates for repetitive
themes can also help to save time in
the final paper. And the sine-qua-
non, Finishing My Papers.

PD—Did you keep in mind some
time-frame for the examination pre-
paration and number of attempts ?

Mrs. Garima—Yes, this was
going to be my last attempt, no
matter what. I think for me it was
important to not exhaust all my
attempts, but just 2-3. The third
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visible improvement in all my
previous attempts and it felt doable.
But beyond three attempts, I would
not have given the exam again.

PD—While making final choice
for optional subject, what's impor-
tant and what's not ?

Mrs. Garima—Its important to
consider your background and
graduation subject, your interest in
the subject, the syllabus/PYQs and
the guidance available. You should
be able to consistently study the
subject for 2-3 attempts without
getting fed up of it.

PD—What was your Optional
Subject and give the basis of select-
ing the optional subject ?

Mrs. Garima—Mine was Com-
merce & Accountancy, and again a
no-brainer for me. Because I had a
B.Com. background, and was com-
fortable with numerical. It is touted
to be a low-scoring optional, but the
trend never bothered me. There have
been people who have gotten good
ranks with that optional, and there
will be people who'll keep doing
that. And I had that conviction.



PD—'Time Management’ is a
key factor; how did you manage
things ?

Mrs. Garima—While prepara-
tion, it used to be through schedul-
ing on excel. Studying for decent
number of hours but efficiently.
Reading two subjects a day helped
my brain not get worn out. During
the exam, I never faced any issue
with prelims- I could complete three
iterations during those two hours,
and T guess it comes with practice.
Finishing papers in mains was
always a challenge for me, so | gave
a lot of full-length tests, rather than
daily answer writing. When you are
better equipped with your talents,
recall facts easily and have done
good revision, you automatically
finish each answer on time. And also
using diagrams/flow charts to
ensure that you have to write less.

Bio-Data

Name—Carima Mundra
Father's Name—Ashok Mundra
Mother's Name —Kanta Mundra
Date of Birth—9 May, 1999
FOI?]DII-:—CBSE, Drs
(10 GPA)
12th—CBSE, DPS Gandhinagar
(98-27%)
B.Com. (Hons,)—SRCC, DU (92
GPA)

ers
andhinagar

PD—What was vour approach
towards Paper I (General Studies)
and Paper II (Aptitude Test) during
Preliminary Examination prepara-
tion ? How much time and effort you
divided for each ?

Mrs. Garima—For GS Paper-l
(General Studies) : Used to do
prelims specific prep from march
onwards. Very simple strategy for
GS minimum resources and maxi-
mum revision. And maximum tests
and effective analysis. Not to over
complicate it.

For GS Paperll (Aptitude
Test) : Didn't let the CSAT hype get
to me, just practices a few previous
year papers, gave 2-3 mocks and
made note of some maths formula.
Keeping your calm during the exam
is enough to get the qualifying marks.
(Personally, I was comfortable with
CSAT)
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PD—How did you manage to
tackle the ‘Negative Marking’ in
Prelims ?

Mrs. Garima—Finding the sweet
spot of questions you need to
attempt is useful. In my first prelims,
[ couldn’t qualify because of the
excessive number of questions I
attempted (94). I then analysed my
accuracy and decided that 85-90
questions is good enough. Plus you
also need to adapt when you see the
paper, for instance, last year’s paper
was very tricky, so | attempted
around 83. Don’t form set notions.

PD—How did you prepare
yourself for Interview (Personality
Test) ?

Mrs. Garima—Prepared my
DAF extensively, asked my peers to
form as many questions on every
word of my DAF and gave peer
mocks. Followed two newspapers
(IE and Mint), and watched a lot of
YouTube discussions and geopolitics
videos. 1 really enjoyed my interview
prep, it's fun and much better than
the other two stages.

I had Dinesh Dasa Sir's Board
and it lasted for appmx 30 minutes.

L mgm fifghys conver/e
sational and no gnlhng Questions

were all around my DAF in some
sense, no current affairs asked. For
ey, How to improve India’s tax
collection, what is corporate gover-
nance, why women in civil services,
favourite women diplomat, role of
International Day of Yoga, etc.

PD—'Success is sweet'—were
you confident of your success with
top ranks and how did you react to
this news ?

Mrs. Garima—I don’t think
anyone is sure of success in this
exam. Till the last moment, you have
no clue. And I was honestly pre-
pared for the worst. Because luck is a
strong factor in this exam. I was
pretty taken aback by my rank; it did
feel too good to be true. But 1 did
enjoy seeing how people around me
were so happy about my result,
probably more than me.

PD—Today, IAS Toppers are
icons and the top rankers are
admired by all for their accomplish-
ment and are source of inspiration
and motivation for future aspirants.
Before your success, what was your
opinion about these toppers ?

Mrs. Garima—I think every
topper has their own journey, own
struggles and its commendable that
their hard work pays off. But the
glorification of toppers, their strate-
gies, using them as the poster child-
its all a bit overrated. No one has
been able to really ‘crack’ UPSC,
everyone uses the privilege of
hindsight to share ‘successful strate-
gies.” It's advisable to listen to a few
and find your own method. Toppers
are hardworking, lucky people.

Personal Qualities

Favourite Person—Beyond my
parents, it would be M.S. Dhoni !

Strong Points—Ability
consistent and stick to my plans,

Weak Points—Facing inferiority

to be

complexes time and again.
Hobbies—Yoga and  poetry
writing.
PD—Any particular success

story or any motivation that influ-
enced your career journey to this
consequence ?

Mrs. Garima—I practiced a lot
of gratefulness during the exam, so |
was more influenced by ‘not-so-
successful’ stories, and always be

%mm,m/ﬁamabﬂagmﬂ
at gives a lot of positivity when
you face so many failures in this
exam, that you are still better off
than so many.

PD—Were you preparing for
other career opportunities as well
while preparing for your ultimate
goal ?

Mrs. Garima—No, | was solely
preparing. Though I had thought of
finding a job after this attempt.

PD—While the changing eco-
nomic environment offers immense
lucrative career opportunities in
various sectors, still what kept you
motivated towards Civil Services ?

Mrs. Garima—No other career
would offer me the opportunity to be
the representative of India in such a
direct sense. The lucrative thing
really is the prestige of the position,
rather than anything else.

PD—Was CSE a planned
decision or your parent’s wish ?

Mrs. Garima—My father had
seeded the idea of becoming an IAS.
But I transitioned towards IFS while
preparing, and my parents have
been supportive about it.

Continued on Page 84
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m Gender Gap and Gender Inequalities in India

o

—Dr. $.5.S. Chauhan

Indian women are facing all sort
of inequalities and discrimination in
the family, society, government and
the work places for the last several
centuries. Although, initiatives such
as the ‘Elimination of all types of
Discriminations Against Women’
and Constitutional guarantees pro-
vided through the Fundamental
Rights helped the Indian women to
improve their position and the status
in the society, but they are still not at
par with their counterpart men in
almost every walk of the life. This
reality of the Indian society is
reflected every year in the reports of
World Economic Forum (Global
Gender Gap Report) and UNDP
(Human Development Report).

Global Gender Gap Report
2024

.. .Global Gender Gap Report is

FREMoes NewSpapass
gender gap in the world on four key
parameters, namely, economic parti-
cipation and opportunity, educa-
tional attainment, health and sur-
vival, and political empowerment.

The World Economic Forum's
Global Gender Gap index 2024 data
released on June 12, 2024 showed that
India has slipped two spots to rank
at 129 out of the 146 nations in the
list. Previously, India had climbed
eight places in the annual Gender
Gap Report, 2023, and was ranked
127 out of 146 countries in terms of
gender parity, from 135 last year.
Deterioration in gender gap in 2024
is a matter of concern.

With a population of over 1-4
billion, India (129th) has closed
64-1% of its gender gap in 2024. This
result places India’s rank is lower
than the previous edition (2023),
with a marginally lower score (0-17
percentage points). This slight
regression is mainly the result of
small declines in Educational Attain-
ment and Political Empowerment
while Economic Participation and
Opportunity slightly improves.
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On the four key sub-indicators
of the gender index : (i) economic
participation and opportunity, (ii)
educational attainment, (iii) health
and survival and (iv) political
empowerment—India has a window
of opportunity to improve in each so
that one half of the most populous
country in the world may contribute
to the economy, growth and overall
wellbeing of society. India has, so
far, fared well in education, and in
political empowerment, with repre-
sentation of women of over 40% in
local governance, thanks to efforts
on the ground after the 73rd and
74th Amendments. Indian women
may hope a better and equalize
world with the implementation of
Women's Reservation Act, 2023 (The
Constitution (106th Amendment)
Act, 2023, that reserves one-third of
all seats for women in Lok Sabha,

ﬁtﬁt@ﬁg@hﬁw&mlwmdrﬂw
Legislative Assembly of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi, including
those reserved for SCs and STs.
Women of UT of Puducherry and
Jammu & Kashmir will also enjoy the
similar facility.

Table 1: Performance of India
in Global Gender Gap Index
2024 and its Sub-indices

Indicator Global | Score
Rank
2024
Educational Attain- 112 0-964
ment
Economic Participa- 142 0-398
tion and Oppor-
tunity
Political Empower- 65 0-251
ment
Health and Survival 142 0-951
Global Gender Gap 129 0-641
Index 2024

In the Political Empowerment
subindex, India scores within the
top-10 on the head-of-state indicator
(40-7%). India’s scores for women's
representation at the federal level, in
ministerial positions (6:9%) and in
Parliament (17-2%), remain relatively

low. Women represent only 13-6% in
the Lok Sabha (2024) in recently
concluded election, down from
14:3% in the 17th Lok Sabha. There
are only two women Cabinet
Ministers, and five women Minister
of State out of the 30 Cabinet
Ministers and 41 Ministers of state of
the new Council of Ministers res-
pectively, constituted after the
general elections of 18th Lok Sabha
(2024). Thus, women's representa-
tion in the Union Council of mini-
sters is only 833 per cent which
shows low participation of the
women in decision making at the
highest level of power echelon. The
elections to the 18th Lok Sabha and
Four State Legislative Assemblies
were held after the enactment of
‘Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
2023 (Women's reservation in the
Lok Sabha and State Legislative

e g?,ssgmblisﬂ ewithy pmudhy] Aanfare; o
ronically, none of the political
party, except the TMC could show
the courage to give tickets to women
candidates in the desired manner
(i.e., 3333 per cent of the total can-
didates). To understand where
things stand on women's participa-
tion in politics, consider this : Naga-
land, which became a State in 1963,
elected its first two women MLAs
only in 2023. After a wait of 36 years,
Arunachal Pradesh on June 13, 2024
got its second woman minister in
Dasanglu Pul. The first to be appoin-
ted as a minister was Komol
Mossang. She had created history in
1988 by becoming a deputy minister.
She was appointed as a Cabinet
minister in 1990.

India also figured among the
group of nations to have one of the
lowest levels economic gender parity.
India’s economic parity stood at 39-8
per cent. This means that women
in India on an average earn ¥ 39-8
for every ¥ 100 that men earn. On
providing even access for men and
women on economic participation
and opportunity, India ranks near
the bottom with less than 40%



parity. On the one hand, there are
upticks in parity in wages and
income, but then shares of women in
senior positions and technical roles
have dropped.

The GGGI report also noted that
India has closed 641 per cent of its
gender gap in 2024. While India’s
economic parity score has been
improving, it needs to increase by 6-2
percentage points to return to its
2012 level of 46 per cent, the report
says.

Bangladesh has the lowest level
of economic gender parity at 31-1 per
cent. Besides these two, the lowest

levels of economic gender parity
were also observed in Sudan : 33-7
per cent; Iran : 34-3 per cent; Pakistan
36 per cent, and Morocco : 40-6 per
cent.

The economies where economic
gender parity is highest include
Liberia with 87-4 per cent and
Botswana : 854 per cent among
others. The report highlighted that
these nations have a 95 per cent or
above labour-force participation of
women.

Another concern is India’s
performance in health and survival,
though an improvement in sex ratio

at birth has driven up parity after
more than a decade of slow
progress. It is imperative that girls
get access to education through all
levels of school and college; and
they also need paid work. Women
end up doing so much unpaid work
at home that many do not have the
time or energy to opt for paid work.
Providing girls with a job-assured
education will automatically
improve all development indices
including nutrition, and break the
vicious cycle of early marriage
leading to poor maternal and child
health. If the pandemic revealed the
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India in Global Gender Gap Index 2024 o i
0.641 129th
Complementary Targets and Contextual Indicators 2024
General indicators Farnily and care
Indicator Unit Valus  Indicator uni Value
GDP USS bilions 341665 Unmet family planning % women 1548 8.40
GDP per capita, PPP constant 17, nll § 7110 Eary e 4 16820
Population sex ratio femae/mals, % 094
Population growth rate 088 | icator 0-1 (Eoum ighta) Value
Indicator Miilon peope 4 Female ¢ Male Value  Right to divorce Restricted rights &
Total population 685 09 TS WITAT e Shared deys oPunale: okl Vaive
Work participation and leadership Length of paid parental leave 182.00 0 0
Indicator Uni Value
Gender wage gap % (OECD countries o y) na Cducetionanddife
Share of women's membership in boards % [CECD countries ony) 18.20 Grackmles % & Femsle *Msle Velue
Firms with female majority ownership % frrs 180
Firms with female top managers % (s 680 Agrl., Forestry, Fisheries & Veterinary 2150 7250 038
Indicator 1.7 (besy) Value pe
Advancement of women to leadership roles armn
Indicator Milion peope 4 Female & Male Value  Business, Admin. & Law 48.80 53.20 088
Labour-force 13742 28823 42566
* o

Indicator Unt & Female o Male Value

Education 61.07 38.93 157
Share of workers in informal sector % ® *
workers 9209 ar2a B8 TE

FOR More Newspapers & Magazines Nrps'yrté Eunsn. mesl
Unemployed adults
g O SO e s adi s30 Health & Wettare 61.55 38.45 1.60
> @ *
‘Workers employed part-time % of
Pmpioyed peop e 4594 1389 2309
- » Natural Scl., Mathematics & Statistics §1.37 4883 1.08
oo

Access to finance Soclal Scl., Journalism & information 5511 44 89 123
Indicator 0 1 (Equai righta) Value L d -
Access to financial services Near-equal rights ¢ Graduates Amainment % # Female »Mae Parity
Inheritance rights for widows and daughters Uneven rights &

Vocational training 1.85 2908 244
Access to land assets Near-aqual rights &
AORINE S ROR-N Spesty Near-oqual ighs @ Gracuates from tertiary education 20,54 2731 28.37
Civil and political freedom i
Indicator unit Value
Year women received right to vote .- 1950, 1937  Heath

Indicator Uni Value
Number of fernale heads of state to date «be 4
Seats held in upper house % 1ota seats 1300 Prevalence of gender violence in lifetime » women 18.00
indicator YeaNo Value Births attended by skilled personnel % ive births 89.40
Election list quotas for women, national Yes  Maternal mortality deaths per 100,000 e birhs 103.00
iy i ’ b Total fertiiity rate & s per woran 203
Iindicator 0-1 (Equa rights) Value
A 1o just: Equal rights @ Indicator 0-1 (Equal rights) Value
Freedom of movement Equalrights ¢  Reproductive autonomy Restricted rights &

*Scores are on a 0 1o 1 scale, where 1 reprasents the optimal situation or "parity”. Pisase see Appendix A and B for detalied methodo/ogy, definitions, sources and periods.

*“For all indicators, sxcept the two health indicators, parity is benchmarked at 1. in the case of sex ratio al birth, the gender parity benchmark is set at 0.944 {ses Kiasen and Wink, 2003)
in the case of hea'thy iife expectancy the gender parity benchmark s set at 1 08, given women s longer [i'es expectancy

Source: WEF ; Global Gender Gap Report 2024
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fragility of life, it was infinitely
harder on women, with their labour
participation rates dropping, thus
reducing household incomes. Often,
even if they get a job, women are
constrained by patriarchal and
cultural norms; besides, there are
serious safety concerns. The pande-
mic may have stalled progress to
achieve gender equality by 2030, but
work towards bridging the gap must
go on in earnest.
® The 2024 Global Gender Gap
Index shows that while no
country has achieved full gender
parity, 97% of the economies
included in this edition have
closed more than 60% of their
gap, compared to 85% in 2006.
® Overall, Iceland topped Global
Gender Gap Index 2024 as the
most gender-equal country in
the world, while Finland (2) and
Norway (3) followed next.
Iceland has been leading the
index for the last fifteen years
and remains to be the only
country which has closed more
than 90% of its gender gap.
® The United Kingdom ranked 14,
Denmark 15, South Africa 18.
he  United States ranked 43
F Ua”ftady @7, GoraeE 9N, BhlitKorea
94, and Bangladesh at 99.
® At the current rate of progress, it
will take 134 years to reach full
parity in 2158 which is roughly
five generations from now.
® Among the 146 economies
covered in the 2024 index, the
Health and Survival gender gap
has closed by 96%, the Educa-
tional Attainment gap by 94:9%,
the Economic Participation and
Opportunity gap by 60-5%, and
the Political Empowerment gap
by 22‘5?”)&.
India, which is ranked 129
among 146 countries in the
report, is a laggard of sorts even
in the South Asian region. It is
ranked fifth among the seven
south Asian economies included
in the report ahead of Maldives
(132) and Pakistan (145) but
behind Bangladesh (99), Nepal
(117), Sri Lanka (122) and Bhutan
(124).

Future Agenda of Gender
Equality and  Women’s
Empowerment

It is a matter of pride that India
has entered into a league of selected
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counties of the world which provide
guaranteed participation to the
women in their law-making bodies.
It will enhance the status of women
in the society. But, this is not the
perfect policy to bring the women at
par with men in every walk of life.
Following steps will do a lot in this
direction :
® Investing in women benefits
women and society as a whole.
Connecting women with financial
resources can help them meet
their basic needs and start or grow
businesses.
When women thrive in the world
of work, they are better positioned
to exercise their agency and
realize their rights.
Measures such as pay trans-
parency, equal pay for work of
equal value, and access to care
services can help close the gender
pay gaps in pay leading to gender
equality in the workplace.
The gendered disparities in un-
paid care work are a profound
driver of inequality, restricting
women's and girls’ time and
opportunities  for  education,
D f
Ce “nlzl:;?né%rb“ I

® Investing to transform care
systems is a triple win : it allows
women to reclaim their time while
creating jobs in the care sector and
increasing access to care services
for those that need them.
Women face numerous threats to
their security, including gender-
based violence, conflict, food
insecurity, and a lack of social
protection. Violence at home or in
the workplace is a violation of
women's rights and impedes their
economic participation.
No matter what form it takes,
insecurity hinders women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, traps them
in poverty, and prevents them
from realizing their rights and
potential. It is critical to bring
together diverse stakeholders,
including in the private sector,
and challenge social norms that
value women as inferior to men as
economic actors,
Human rights are at the core of
women'’s economic empower-
ment. Unjust, patriarchal econo-
mic systems perpetuate gender
inequality, and discriminatory

=
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social norms stand in the way of
women’s access to information,
networks, jobs, and assets.
It is necessary to develop and
implement accountability mech-
anisms to protect women's rights
and ensure that women's voices
are amplified in all spaces of
decision-making,.
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Continued from Page 80

PD—In your opinion at which
Educational Level should one start
preparing for Civil Services and
what should be the minimum period
of time required to prepare for Civil
Services Examinations ?

Mrs. Garima—Probably last
year of college and 12-15 months is
enough. One should not discount the
college life experiences by getting
into this too early.

PD—Does the educational,
financial and demographic status of
the family of an aspirant have any
impact on the preparation ?

Mrs. Garima—I think one of the
things 1 really appreciate about this
exam is how it is a great equa]izu
drilerhaying/ P apsd rfvflarezid
‘makes the j journey more comfﬁ‘rtaﬂale
(in terms of amenities), and people
have their own share of struggles,
your perseverance and passion are
the only thing that will give you an
extra edge. Best of colleges and
coaching can’t teach you that,

PD—What is the secret of your
success ?

Mrs. Garima—I think not
equating this exam with success in
life would be my biggest secret.

PD—To whom would you like
to give the credit for your success ?

Mrs. Garima—For this exam,
credit goes to my family and friends
for pushing me up from the lows I
have faced.

PD—Any  suggestion/advice
you would like to give to the future
aspirants.

Mrs. Garima—Don’t give this

Ial -.

exam more attention than it deserves.

UPSC becomes a lifestyle, enjoy the
process. No other exam will broaden
your horizon like this one. And don’t
think too much about the result.
Focus on the process.

PD—Thank you very much and
wishing you all the best for your
future endeavours. Rl
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Disparities in Consumption Patterns
Among Different Socio-economic Groups

—Dr. Manish Dev

Indian economy and society
have disparities across the country.
Socio-economic disparities matter
when it creates socio-economic
exclusion. Disparities create several
groups in society. Some of which are
marginalised because of deprivation
in many fields of life during the
course of their livelihood. The pro-
cess of deprivation is a chain reaction
which runs through the generations.
Socio-economic disparity is multi-
faceted, but essentially regresses to
disparity among individuals. Socio-
economic disparity matters most
when it creates socio-economic exclu-
sion. Problems and tension in wid-
ening socio-economic disparity arise
when some people in a society are
systematically excluded from a
virtuous economic strata. Some of
the socio-economic groups—such as

ward castes, nomadic tribes, denoti-
fied tribes have faced series of
discrimination on the basis of caste
and thus, deprived in many fields of
society and the economy. Marginali-
sation of these groups resulted in the
poor standard of living, poverty,
illiteracy, malnutrition, and wide-
spread unemployment. Widespread
income inequality is a result of caste
based discrimination and unequal
distribution of economic resources.

Income and Wealth Inequa-
lity in India, 1922-2023 : The
Rise of the Billionaire Raj

A recent working paper titled
“Income and Wealth Inequality in
India, 1922-2023 : The Rise of the
Billionaire Raj” of the World Inequ-
ality Lab has categorically suggested
that “inequality in India declined
post-independence till the early
1980s, after which it began rising and
has skyrocketed since the early
2000s.” The paper suggests “By 2022-
23, top 1% income and wealth shares
(226% and 401%) are at their
highests in the world.”
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Despite experiencing over 8§ per
cent growth during FY 2023-24 and
continuously increasing Sensex 2
Nifty Central government has exten-
ded free distribution of foodgrains to
more than 80 crore people for
another five years under Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalvan Ann Yojana.
Government may claim the higher
growth prospects for the Indian
economy and may fix a target to
make the Indian economy a deve-
loped economy by the year 1947, But,
many reports suggest that socio-
economic disparities not only exist
but are increasing. Nearly 85 per cent
majority of development economists
and policy experts, 43 out of 51, in
May 15-June 18, 2024 Reuters poll,
said they were not confident that
economic inequality would signifi-
cantly reduce over the next five years,

confidence at all. Inequality is not
something that will go away on its
own, it needs proactive government
interventions. India has the second-
highest number of billionaires in
Asia but has tens of thousands who
depends on MGNREGA, which
provides 100 days of minimum
guaranteed wage employment. Jyoti
Thakur and Prabir Kumar Ghosh
observed in a study, published in the
Indian Express, that in 2022-23, while
STs accounted for 9 per cent of the
population, their consumption share
stood at only 7 per cent. Similarly,
SCs constituted 20 per cent of the
population and their consumption
share was 16 per cent. Percentage
share of OBCs in total population is
43, but their share in consumption is
41 per cent. On the other hand
General population, with a share of
28 per cent in the population has 36
per cent share in the consumption.

The disparity in the consump-
tion among various social groups is
corroborated in NS50’s Survey on
Household consumption Expendi-
ture 2022-23.

Average Monthly Per Capita
Expenditure by Social
Groups in 2022-23 : All India

Average MPCE
Social Groups ®)
Rural Urban
Scheduled Tribes 3016 5414
Scheduled Caste 3474 5307
Other Backward 3848 6177
Class
Others 4392 7333
All Population 3773 6459
Source : Survey on Household con-
sumption Expenditure 2022.

Disparities in Consumption
pattern among different socio-eco-
nomic groups, as depicted in the
above table, reflect potential dis-
parities in income AMPCE of STs in
rural areas (¥ 3016) is first 68-67 per

cent of the AMPCE of others (mainly
09C Génd STs W%

while ©
in urban areas, AMPCE of STs is
77-83 per cent of others. In case
of SCs—the AMPCE in rural areas
(¥ 3474) is 79-09 per cent of others,
while in urban areas it is 72:37 per
cent. Persons of OBCs are somewhat
better placed in this regard. Dispari-
ties in consumption patterns among
different socio-economic groups is
the result of unequal distribution of
economic resources among these
groups. Despite minimal fluctuations
overtime, 5Ts and SCs consistently
lag behind people from the General
and OBCs, Thakur and Gosh's study
also shows that the overall Gini
Coefficient, one of the measures of
disparities, decreased from 0-359 in
2017-18 to 0-319 in 2022-23. It means
disparities decreased during this
period by 0-050. Decrease in STs was
0-054 (from 0-322 to 0-268) and 039 in
SCs (0-312 to 0-273). The OBC cate-
gory witnessed a decline of 0-048 in
Gini coefficient (from 0-336 to 0-288),
while the income inequalities decree-
sed by 0:073 (from 0-379 to 0:306) in
case of General Category.
Disparities persist in social
sector as well. The gross enrolment



Ratio at all India levels has increased
over the years (23-7% in 2014-15 to
28-4% in 2021-22), but GER for SC
students is 25-9% and for ST students
21-2%, ST female is 20-9%.

Roots  of socio-economic
inequalities and disparities lie in the
distribution of economic resources
and occupational structure. In 2011,
when the last population census was
consecuted, about 30% population
was illiterate. Educational inequali-
ties result into wage inequality.
Services led economic growth has
further increased income inequalities
in India. As per NSSO data 45:5% of
the workforce was employed in agri-
culture, 12:4% in construction 11-6%
in manufacturing and the rest in
services. India’s ability to pull more
of its workforce away from agri-
culture towards more productive and
better paying employment remains a
pressing challenge.

Top 1% and Top 10% Share

A key feature of the wealth
accumulation process in India is the

extreme concentration at the very top.

Between 1961 and 2023, the top 1%

share mFreabed threefold,
F ij? qyga%m, wspapers
In 1961, the top 10% wealth
share was 45%. If reached at 65% in
2023. On the contrary Bottom 50%
share declined over the time. In 1961,
bottom 50% and top 1% share were
identical; by 2022-23 the top 1%
share was more than 5 times larger.

Strategy to Narrow Socio-
economic Disparities

Restoring marginalised groups’
linkages to society is a good start in
solving the problem of disparities.
Structural reform, capacity building
and anti-corruption measures are
good approach to linkage-building;
they can serve as useful means
for providing equal opportunities,
enhancing the capabilities of mar-
ginalised groups, and restoring good
governance, respectively. Structural
reform can compensate for defects in
market failures, which dispropor-
tionately hit marginalised groups
by removing their socio-economic
opportunities. For building capacity,
social capital as well as human
capital need to be emphasized, as it
is more difficult for disadvantaged
groups to create social capital. Anti-
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corruption measures in the present
context of economic and social-
development, are another important
ingredient for narrowing socio-
economic disparities, as wvested
interests groups discriminate against
the disadvantaged while seeking
illegal rent.

Although, various programmes
and  policies—guided by the
‘Directive Principles of State Policy
and strongly supported by the
Fundamental Rights, as enshrined in
the Constitution of India—adopted
by the Central and State govern-
ments have tried to create a society
based on the equal opportunities, but
a comprehensive and targeted strate-
gic policy mix among government
organisations within the country
needs to be developed in order to
deal with the issue. Following
measures should be adopted to end
the socio-economic disparities :
® Bold actions on expanding social

expenditure targeting margi-

nalised groups accompanied by

a pro-growth strategy.

® Poverty eradication policy
should be viewed as a linkage
progrimme between margi-

t.':. ﬂi

society.

® An integrated and systematic
approach is required for sus-
tainable  policy coherence.
Poverty reduction and the
improvement of scholastic per-
formance among marginalised
groups cannot be solved only
through government efforts or
the school system, as they are
related to local community and
family.

® Healthy economic development
environment of an uncorrupted
society is vital for developing a
backward geographic region
and enhancing productivity and
competitiveness. Thus, a policy
of ‘Zero tolerance’ towards cor-
ruption should be the prime
concern of the Central govern-
ment as well as the State govern-
ments.

® Improvement of the government
services related to social services
should be a top priority as it is
directly related to the upliftment
of deprived and vulnerable
groups.

® It would be useful to document
the current state of social and

malised groups and [the WtﬂerO“‘gwaAmvg‘i‘n

economic well-being, as this is a
very good starting point for
identifying legacy issues in
disparity. A precise and balan-
ced description of the current
situation is a prerequisite to the
creation of policy measures.
Various programmes of poverty
alleviation, employment generation,
educational development, increasing
the social net, providing better health
and nutritional facilities, better
housing facilities, improving drink-
ing water and sanitation alongwith
the empowerment of deprived and
vulnerable class. Although these
measures have yielded some positive
results in narrowing the gap among
various social groups, substantial
challenges still remain. Potential dis-
parities in income, access to better
education, skill development, and
purchasing power are still the root
causes of socio-economic disparities.
Services led economic growth during
the post-liberalisation era has resul-
ted into the concentration of eco-
nomic power. High growth of the
economy did not percolate down-
ward as was conceived under “trickle
down effect’ theorem. Now it is a

time to conce ate th (}I‘tb on
SERT IV ER AT

consumption among the lower socio-
economic strata. e
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General election to the 18th
Parliament gave a fractured man-
date, denying absolute majority to
any single political party. However,
National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
a pre poll alliance, emerged as the
winner with 293 seats in the Lok
Sabha. Bharatiya Janata Party, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi could
get 240 seats-just short of 33 seats to
form the government on its own.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi took
the oath of office for the third time in
a row on 9th June, 2024, with the
support of TDP (16 MP), Janata
Dal(U) (12 MP), LJP (5 MP), RLD (2
MP), and many more. As things
stand, the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment’s is heavily dependent on the
support of N. Chandrababu Naidu-
led Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in
Andhra Pradesh and Nitish Kumar-
led Janata Dal (United in Bihar
—~ al, Ty

F ﬁ%ﬁsm Fﬁ(t ansﬁakt'iz ﬁl%:r%?
Rashtriya Lok Dal and Apna Dal.
The water-thin majority of just 21
seats above the majority mark of 272
in the Lok Sabha poses many
challenges to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. It will not be easy to
run the government, particularly in
the Parliament, with 233 seats in the
Opposition INDIA bloc, which is 39
less than the magic figure of 272
seats.

While it is creditable that the B]P
has still been able to emerge as the
single largest party after two terms
in office, the emergence of a much
stronger opposition ends a decade
of single-party dominance, which
had helped the BJP push its socio-
economic and political agenda. With
the party’s new dependence on
allies, specially Nitish Kumar and
Chandrababu Naidu, it is not going
to be easy to push its larger agenda,
including the Uniform Civil Code.

Besides the Budget, there are a
host of issues to be addressed, such
as rationalisation of G5T and income
tax rates, creation of jobs and reforms
in farming.
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Modi 3-0 : Expectations and Challenges
from the Coalition Government

— Dr. Punit Mishra

Chief Minister of Bihar and N.
Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh might not openly
demand granting special category
state status to their respective states
in view of the scrapping of the pro-

But even as the government
starts carving out its priorities, it
must dispel a looming concern over
whether coalition dyvnamics will
disrupt decision-making and the
pursuit of reforms. It is crucial to
bolster confidence at a time when vision of SCS on the recommenda-
private investment as well as tion of the 14th Finance Commission,
consumption demand have started which suggested that the resource
to pick up. An agreement between gap of the states should be filled by
coalition partners on the economic increasing the devolution of tax to
pathway can pave the way for 42% from the existing 32%. But, they
smooth decision-making, as diffe- will certainly demand a greater share
rences can be sorted out beforehand. in the resources of the centre in the
For starters, this exercise will help in  form of big financial packages for
framing a Budget that does not stray  their states.
from the current fiscal consolidation Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
path or the focus on capital expendi- Kumar’s Cabinet in passed a resolu-
ture. tion November 2023 seeking
5CS for the State. Andhra Pradesh
demands SCS based on loss of

Special Category Status a| revenue after the 2014 bifurcation of
classi!icatjon granted to some States by | the State, which led to the formaﬁcm
mi' é&;&%{a ﬁl ?%%?tt{zﬁ%f’? ﬂﬁ Hiqnwﬁﬁ ’thﬂ ?A“ ({= A5 4 2l
disadvantages. The scheme was intro- hisation Act on February 20; 2014,

8
duced in 1969 on the recommendation In view of the changed pro-
of the Fifth Finance Commission. visions regarding the granting of

Five factors that are considered| SCS status to any new states, Nitish
before granting SCS to a State : Kumar and Chandrababu Naidu

Special Category Status

is

® Hilly and difficult terrain, would certainly press for special

® Low population density and/or| financial packages for their states.
sizeable share of tribal population | N Chandrababu Naidu needs huge

Pt e otaion alog; ik, money to complete his dream project
national borders T

® Economic and infrastructural of dev.elopn.'nent of Amravali as
backwirdness: the capital city of Andhra Pradesh.

® MNon-viable nature of State A‘n’lravah', located in thi: heal’t of
finances Andhra Pradesh, was once envi-

sioned as an epitome of ambition
and modernity under Telugu Desam
Party chief Chandrababu Naidu's

Currently, 11 States in India—
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Manipur,

Meg?wa}aya,_ Mizoram,  Nagaland, leadership. This vision faltered when
i’:‘f:‘;‘és Tripura, and Uttarakhand | \1i4, Jost power in 2019, leading to

SCS States receive Centre-State| ° PO Tiegluch ad woskininty
funding from centrally sponsored undt.?r _the YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
schemes ia the ralio,af 9046, which s administration. For four years,
more favourable than general category | Amravati’s  development stalled

under the YSR Congress Party
administration. The city’s ambitious
plans and international investments
were left in limbo, disappointing
residents and investors. According to
industry estimates, approximately
< 40,000 crore is now needed to build
infrastructure and various govern-

States, They also receive other benefits
like tax concessions etc.

Demand for Special Category
Status for Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh

The process of budget formation
is in active mode. Nitish Kumar,



ment buildings in the city on the
Krishna riverbank. This is nearly
double the ¥ 21,000 crore estimated
by the Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region  Development  Authority
(APCRDA) during Naidu’s previous
tenure as Chief Minister. As the state
exchequer of Andhra Pradesh is
under severe financial crisis, gene-
rating this amount of the resources is
not possible without the financial
assistance from the centre.

Likewise, Bihar government
needs huge financial assistance from
the centre to create infrastructure in
the state to boost the development.
In view of the forthcoming general
elections to the Bihar Assembly, Both
the ruling coalition partners-BJP’ and
the JD(U) would press for a financial
package for Bihar.

Coalition dharma suggests that
Finance Minister must allot huge
funds to both these states but, eco-
nomic considerations, particularly
bringing down fiscal deficit at
manageable level, tights the hands of
the finance minister.

Capital Expenditure to be
Ma_ylta.med a,t Desu’ed Level

Budgetan’ "ouflays lon capsta]

expenditure have risen from 1-5 per
cent of GDP in FY18 to 3-5 per cent
projected for this fiscal in February,
2024; capex accounts for about a
quarter of the size of the central
budget. Which is close to ¥ 48-lakh
crore. As for welfare, a shift away
from sheer dole to creating health
and education infrastructure must be
pressed upon.

The government will likely
follow a medium-term fiscal con-
solidation roadmap with a populist
bias. The higher-than-expected RBI
dividend transfer to the govt. would
create fiscal leeway to increase
populist spending to support con-

sumption for lower income strata
such as cash transfers, higher rural
spending, income tax rationalisation,
affordable housing, while continuing
its thrust to boost public capex.

Rethinking on Agnipath
Scheme

In a significant development,
hours after announcing its support to
the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), the Janata Dal
(United) expressed the need to
reconsider the Agnipath scheme for
inducting soldiers into the Indian
Armed Forces. This move by JD(U)
highlights ongoing concerns about
the scheme’s impact on military
recruitment and the welfare of
soldiers. The Agnipath scheme has
become a major issue in the Lok
Sabha Elections 2024. The INDIA
Bloc has promised to scrap the
scheme if elected. Feedback from
serving personnel, regularly gathered
by the DMA, indicates dissatisfaction
with the current structure and
implementation of the scheme. The
Agnipath scheme has also influenced
election outcomes, causing signi-

: flcan.t losses - for the BJP in areas )
“‘Measures to Bubsfthé Expoﬂs

kriown for Figh i i'mfita:y recruifment. -
It this scheme is rolled back, there
will be a potential rise in the salary
and pension bill of the central gov-
ernment. But, the issue may emerge
at any time before the coalition
government.

Rethinking on Freebies

Results of the 18th Lok Sabha
elections, show that the wholesale
‘guarantee’ of freebies (such as the
free distribution foodgrains to more
than 80 crore people) has not really
translated into electoral gains for
anyone. Skilling, and improving
the emplovability of the youth and
their productivity deserves attention.
Reducing the cost of health through

Lack of Majority A Challenge, Say Analysts

Easy or Moderately
Difficult Measures...

2. Support for high-tech &
other emerging sectors

3. Fiscal consolidation

1. Public capital expenditure push

Tougher, Contentious
Measures...

1. Farm, labour & [ 7
land reforms @

2. Rationalisation of food &
fertiliser subsidies
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public healthcare and insurance
coverage is called for,

Farm reforms, particularly in the
storage and marketing of produce,
must be pursued not only to boost
rural incomes, of which there have
been signs of distress over the last
year, but also to improve supply
chain efficiencies and control stub-
born food inflation. It is possible to
hammer out a Budget that is investor-
friendly and welfarist, without being
populist. Besides the structure of the
Budget, details such as concerns over
personal income tax rates and slabs
should be attended to.

Rationalisation of Goods and
Services Tax Structure

Implementation of GST has
remained a bone of contention
between the ruling party and the
opposition. The opposition parties
alleged that GST structure has
damaged the industries and business
enterprises as well . As for GST rates,
these can be rationalised by merging
the 12 per cent and 18 per cent slab
into a 15 per cent category and the 5
per cent and 12 per cent slab into an
8 per cent category

India’s position among the
world’s merchandise exporters has
advanced from 19th to 17th place,
with a marginal increase in its share
from 1-70 per cent in 2014 to 1-82 per
cent in 2023. India states that, despite
global economic uncertainties, its
exports have expanded to 115 coun-
tries out of a total of 238 destinations
during the 2023-24 period.

These 115 export destinations,
which represent 46:5 per cent of
India’s export portfolio, include
key markets such as the US, UAE,
Netherlands, China, UK, Saudi
Arabia,  Singapore, Bangladesh,
Germany, and Italy.

While the country’s overall
merchandise exports experienced a 3
percent decline to US $ 4371 billion
in the previous fiscal year, services
exports increased to US § 3411
billion in 2023-24, up from US § 325-3
billion in 2022-23.

High growth trajectory of the
economy is possible only thmugh
the export led growth. It requires the
signing of more free trade agree-
ments with major trading partners.

Continued on Page 165
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India and Greece : New Strategic
Convergence
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India and Greece are not stran-
ger to each other. Both countries
have had historical and cultural ties
since the 4th Century BC when
Alexander invaded India in 326 BC.
Though he left shortly many Indo-
Greeks ruled India in different
regions for many years, Noted Greek
traveler Megasthenes was the Greek
ambassador of Seleucus Nicator in
the court of Chandragupta Maurya.
Megasthenes’ book Indica, gives
valuable information about Maurayan
administration and India. The Indica
is now a lost work, but it partially

-suryives, in_form, of quotations by
Matér WritdrE mainky “arrn) € The

synthesis of Indo-Greek culture gave
rise to new form of Art and Sculpture,
popularly known as Gandhara School
of Art. It led to proliferation of trade
and commerce between the two in
future. The exchange between the
Sanskrit and Greek language has
been attested by many linguistic
scholars. Though political exchange
was subdued in the future, ancient
Indo-Greek exchanges still remain a
popular theme of study and research
among many Indologists in Greek. In
January 2002, India presented the
Padma Shri award to ambassador
Dimitris Velissaropoulos, who has
written several books on India. The
award was the first ever given to a
Greek citizen. Again in 2021, the
government of India conferred the
Padma Shri award to noted Greek
Indologist Professor  Nicholas
Kazanas for his distinguished work
in literature and education on India.
This is great gesture as these awards
are usually given to Indian Citizens
for their distinguishing service to
India. These events underline the
deep cultural exchanges between
India and Greece since ancient times.
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World Panorama

with full respect for the sovereignty,
¥ territorial integrity, and freedom of
i navigation to the benefit of inter-
¢ national peace, stability and security.
¥ The linking of the vision of free and
" open Indo-Pacific with that of Medi-
terranean Sea has deep strategic
implications in view of the persistent
tensions between India and China in
the Indo-Pacific and Greece and

—Arunoday Bajpai

This creates a solid background for
present surge in strategic ties bet-

wesn the:two countries. turkey in Mediterranean Sea.
Modi’s August, 2023 Visit : (B) Building on the foundation of
Initiating Strategic Partner- the long-standing warm and close
ship relationship between their countries
and peoples, the two leaders decided
to upgrade Greek-Indian bilateral ties
to the level of a ’‘Strategic Partner-
ship” and agreed to work to further
expand bilateral cooperation in poli-
tical, security and economic spheres.

Though India and Greece esta-
blished political ties in 1950, but high
level political exchange was not
robust due to ideological constraints
during cold war era and India’s focus
was on larger European nations
like _'Franc(z_-r UK and Gemany_ India- (C) The two sides also decided
Greece trade still remains stagnated to take steps to further strengthen
grqund $ 2 billion pep annum. How, peopleto-people, ties and directed

Cever, chéréHad boen Idistinet /<u fge© their ééniér bfficiald fofensureiophlar ©
in strategic ties between the two dialogue in areas including political,
countries in the last few years. India economic, defence, security and
and Greece enjoy civilizational ties, public diplomacy. They also decided
which have strengthened in recent to double bilateral trade by 2030 and
years through cooperation in areas agreed to encourage direct flights
like maritime transport, defence, between Greece and India.
trade and investments and people-to-
people ties.

PM Narendra Modi was con-
ferred with the highest Greek Civilian

At the invitation of the Greek award, ‘Grand Cross of the Order of
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Honour’ by Greek President Katerina
the Indian Prime Minister Narendra N, Sakellaropoulou PM Modi add-
Modi paid an official visit to the ressed members of the Indian
Greece (officially known as ‘Hellenic  community in Athens and dedicated
Republic’) on 25th August, 2023. PM  this award to fellow Indian com-
Modi is the first Indian Prime munity in Greece, which is estimated
Minister to visit the country in 40 tg be around 12000. Thus, PM Modi’s
years. It was in 1983 that the then vyisit marked a new era in the
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi made strategic partnership in between the
the last official visit to Greece. Modi's

] ; : two nations.
:‘1511' was brief but.‘col'{:?(?queli\ﬁal. The Greek PM Visits India,
ighlights of Modi’s visit are:
(A) The leaders underlined the February 2024
fact that they are two ancient sea At the invitation of India, the
faring nations with a long-standing Prime Minister of the Hellenic

maritime outlook. They emphasized Republic, Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis
their shared vision of a free, open paid a State visit to India from 21-22
and rules-based Mediterranean Sea February, 2024. He was accompanied
and Indo-Pacific, in accordance with by senior officials and a high powered
the law of the sea (UNCLOS) United business delegation. PM Mitsotakis
Nations Convention on Law of Sea), was also the Chief Guest and Key-



note Speaker at the 9th Raisina Dia-
logue, 2024 in New Delhi. The Raisina
Dialogue is the flagship Indian
Forum for discussion on global strate-
gic and other issues. The Raisina
Dialogue was launched in 2016. The
Greek PM also visited Mumbai before
returning to Athens. PM Mitsotakis
was accorded a ceremonial welcome
at the forecourt of Rashtrapati
Bhawan. He held bilateral discus-
sions with his Indian counterpart.
They exchanged views on important
international and regional develop-
ments of mutual interests. Prime
Minister Modi also hosted a lunch
banquet in honour of the visiting
dignitary. At the end of the visit, both
leaders issued a Joint Statement on 22
February, 2024.

The following main points of the
Joint Statement highlight the focus
areas in bilateral relations between
India and Greece :

(A) Shared Values and Strategic
Partnership

Both leaders reaffirmed the
Strategic Partnership and instructed
their teams to continue upgrading
the bilateral agenda further zmd
FORdore-Mend simgeiess
of political, economic, quunty
defence, maritime, shipping and cul-
tural cooperation. They re-empha-
sized that the shared values of
democracy, freedom, international
peace and security, rules-based inter-
national order, respect for inter-
national law including UNCLOS, and
human rights, as well as the shared
historical linkages and long-standing
ties between the two countries are at
the core of the growing strategic
relationship.

(B) Political, Security
Defense Cooperation

(1) The two leaders agreed to
hold regular contacts between the
two foreign ministries to exchange
views on global and regional security
threats, particularly in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Indo-Pacific
regions, to deepen interaction and
expand cooperation in security and
strategic areas including maritime,
cyber and hybrid threats. They
reinforced their commitment to a
free, open and rules-based Mediter-
ranean Sea and Indo-Pacific, in
accordance with the international law
of the sea as reflected in UNCLOS,
and with full respect for sovereignty,
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and

territorial integrity, and freedom of
navigation.

(2) They discussed IMEEC's
(India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor) perspectives for enhancing
connectivity between India and
Europe. The IMEEC was proposed
during the G-20 Summit in Delhi in
September, 2023 and links India to
Greek port of Piraeus, which would
be a gateway for India to enter
Europe.

(3) Prime Minister Mitsotakis
expressed Greece’s interest in joining
the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative.,
proposed by India, which seeks to
manage, conserve and sustain the
maritime domain. India welcomed
Greece into this partnership with
like-minded countries.

(4) The leaders reaffirmed their
shared objectives to advance defence
cooperation,  including  defense
industrial collaboration and innova-
tion. They expressed satisfaction that
NSAs of both countries have signed
an MoU for regular bilateral dia-
logue on security issues,

(C) Economic Cooperation, Trade
and Investment

& Mbowsrdes dehble She mleb

teral trade by 2030, the Greek Prime
Minister Mitsotakis held meetings
with Indian business leaders in New
Delhi and Mumbai. He invited Indian
businesses to seize the opportunities
provided by the reinvigorated Greek
economy and invest in Greece in
ports, logistics, energy, and supply
chains. They decided to deepen the
already established cooperation in
fields of shipping, agriculture, and
pharmaceuticals.

(2) They agreed to enhance co-
operation in exchanging best prac-
tices in the spheres of innovation,
and digital economy. Both welcomed
the introduction of the Indian
developed Unified Payment Interface
(UPI) to the Greek financial system,
which will facilitate cross border
money transfer between India and
Greece.

(3) They agreed to work to
enhance cooperation in space science,
nano-technology, bio-technology and
clean technologies. They also high-
lighted the enormous potential of
Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) for promoting
economic and social goals and co-

operation with a focus on e-gover-
nance and e-public service delivery,
including e-learning, telemedicine,
re-skilling and up-skilling of young
talent in areas of new and emerging
technologies.

(D) Migration, Mobility and
People-to-People Ties

(1) The two leaders agreed on a
speedy conclusion of the Migration
and Mobility Partnership Agreement
(MMPA) between the two countries
that would facilitate labour mobility
between the two countries.

(2) They appreciated the long-
standing cultural exchanges and
enrichment between India and
Greece, particularly the role of Greek
Indologists and Indian Hellenists.
They desired to promote bilateral
exchanges in music, dance, theatre,
films, literature, museums, archives,
and festivals.

(3) They exchanged views to
advance collaborative education part-
nerships between Greek and Indian
Universities, scholars and think tanks
focused on regional and international
issues. The MoU between Raisina
Dialogue and Delphi Forum was

proposed

ﬁ:‘) CEU:l &13 ﬁe[ahons

Greece is a member of the Euro-
pean Union and India is currently
negotiating a free trade agreement
with the European Union. In this
background, they reaffirmed their
commitment to deepen the India-EU
Strategic Partnership, including the
implementation of the India-EU
Connectivity Partnership. They reite-
rated their firm support for the on-
going negotiations for an India-EU
Free Trade Agreement.

(F) Global Issues

(1) Prime Minister Mitsotakis
congratulated Prime Minister Modi
for the successful conclusion of the
G-20 summit under India’s leader-
ship.

(2) The two leaders expressed
strong condemnation of terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations
including cyber-terrorism, whenever,
wherever, and by whomsoever it was
committed. They also condemned the
use of terrorist proxies for cross-
border terrorism, which was an
indict indictment of Pakistan. They
called upon all countries to take
immediate, sustained, verifiable and
irreversible action in this regard.

rdlal:
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(3) They agreed to jointly add-
ress the interconnected challenges of
climate change and biodiversity loss,
including disaster management. India
participated in the 9th Our Ocean
Conference held in Athens in April
2024.

(G) Cooperation in Multilateral
Fora

(1) The two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to multilateralism
and the principles of the United
Nations Charter. They agreed to
work together to safeguard these
fundamental  principles  through
regular bilateral consultations and
coordination at multilateral fora.

(2) They supported the com-
prehensive reforms of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) in
order to reflect the international
system realistically. India reiterated
its support for Greece’s UNSC
candidature for the term 2025-26 as
non-permanent member.

(3) The Greek PM underlined
the importance of India's leadership
in the International Solar Alliance
(ISA). India appreciated Greece's
F E?cﬁ‘:w Joig=Y INERsDEPRlS
national Solar Alliance, which was
proposed by India during 2015 Paris
Climate Summit.

Why This Sudden Turn in
Strategic Convergence ?

The above facts and discussion
amply demonstrate that there has
been a sudden surge in strategic
convergence between India and
Greece in the last five years or so.
This can be explained by the strategic
dynamics of Mediterranean region.
In fact, Greece and Turkey have long
pending dispute over the status of
Cyprus which consists of two
important ethnic groups : Greek
Cypriot community and Turkish
Cypriot community, affiliated res-
pectively with Greece and Turkey.
This is an on-geing dispute between
the Greek Cypriot community which
runs the Republic of Cyprus (de facto
only comprising the south of the
island since the events of 1974) and
the Turkish Cypriot community in
the north of the island, where troops
of the Republic of Turkey are
deployed. The Turkish Cypriots
believed that the Turkish Cypriot
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federal state would be exclusively
Turkish Cypriot and the Greek
Cypriot state would be exclusively
Greek Cypriot. Greece extends
diplomatic and political support to
Greek Cypriot community. Also,
Turkey and Greece have maritime
tension as both share maritime
boundaries in the Mediterranean Sea.

On the other hand, Turkey is
very close to Pakistan. It has supplied
advanced weapons to Pakistan as
well as drones to the Maldives, which
is not in good terms with India now.
For many years, Turkey, at the behest
of Pakistan has been repeatedly
raising Kashmir issue in the United
Nations General Assembly. In Sept-
ember, 2023, the Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan raised the
issue of Kashmir during his address
at the 78th Session of the UN General
Assembly at the United Nations, He
said, “Another development that will
pave the way for regional peace,
stability and prosperity in South Asia
will be the establishment of a just and
lasting peace in Kashmir through
dialogue and cooperation between

ha.s an](]ﬁ anc{ Pakistan”, Slm:larify, :11

nbbr 2005 Brddgan raked Gip©
the issue of Kashmir during his
address to world leaders at the high-
level UN General Assembly Session.

Also in 2020, Erdogan in his pre-
recorded video statement to the
General Debate, made a reference to
Jammu & Kashmir. India had at that
time termed it ‘completely unaccep-
table’, saying Turkey should learn to
respect the sovereignty of other
nations and reflect on its own policies
more deeply. In reaction to Turkey’s
continuous  interference in  the
Kashmir issue, India’'s Hindustan
Shipyard Limited terminated con-
tract with Turkish firms in April 2024
to construct five fleet support ships
for the Indian Navy. Now it will
carry out the design and manufac-
turing work on the project on its own.

Thus, on the basis of clash of
interest with Turkey, India and
Greece have common interest in
forging their strategic partnership.
Thus, both countries have recently
agreed to elevate their relations to
the Strategic partnership level and
have focused on enhance their ties in
defence and security including
maritime security. Thus, in coming
years, the strategic partnership bel-
ween India and Greece faces a bright
future It: has ;ome adc].c?i n-
Hge) T there’ 4 Eﬁ'é.ﬁlﬁ" ‘6f‘
mutual interest like trade and con-
nectivity, which bring both countries
near to each other.
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| ‘India’s Ne1ghb0urh00d First Policy :
: An Assessment
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India’s  Neighbourhood  First
Policy is in focus again as PM Modi
forms government on 9 June, 2024,
third time in row. India has invited
leaders of neighbouring countries to
participate in the Swearing in Cere-
mony of the Modi led NDA govern-
ment at Rashtrapati Bhvan. This is
the third time that Modi has invited
leaders of these countries to his
swearing in ceremony. Earlier in May
2014, the leaders of SAARC countries
were invited. Among others Nawaz
Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan
attended this function in 2014. In
May 2019, India did not invite
Pakistan, but BIMSTEC leaders were
invited. In the 9 June, 2024 ceremony,
the leaders who took part are :
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Bhutan  Prime
Minister Tshering Tobgay, Nepal
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth, Seychelles Vice-
President Ahmed Afif, and Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu. The
invitation of Maldives President
Muizzu raised eyebrows in diplo-
matic circle as he has recently taken
many anti-India steps and moved
closer to China and Turkey, which
was not appreciated by India. How-
ever, the presence of leaders from the
neighbourhood and the Indian Ocean
region, emphasizes the importance
attached by New Delhi to these
countries.



The Mandate of India’s
Neighbourhood First Policy

The Neighbourhood First Policy
was conceived in 2008, but in its
present form, it has been imple-
mented since 2014, after NDA's first
regime. This policy guides India’s
approach towards the management
of relations with countries in its
immediate  neighbourhood,  ie,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, who are the members
of the SAARC. This policy has
evolved into an institutional priority
for all the relevant arms of the
Government managing relations and
policies with our neighbourhood.

The main objectives of this
policy are :

1. Development of close relations
with neighbouring countries for
peace, prosperity and stability in

South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

2. The Neighbourhood First policy
is aimed at enhancing physical,
digital and people to people
connectivity across the region, as
well as augmenting trade and

FO égommerce \ara
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India’s development partnership
with neighbouring countries,
which is dominant aspect of this
policy.

4. It aims to maintain peace and
stability in the region including
the Indian Ocean.

A t

5. The policy aims to expand
cultural cooperation and people
to people exchange between
India and its neighbours. India
which is located in the Centre of
South Asia shares close cultural
and historical ties with her
neighbours. All countries in
South Asia share land or mari-
time boundary with India.

6. One undeclared objective is to
check the growing strategic
outreach of China in South Asia
and the Indian Ocean Region. In
recent years, China has not only
enhanced its inroads in the
Indian Ocean but has also deve-
loped close strategic and eco-
nomic ties with some of the
countries in India’s neighbour-
hood like Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Nepal and the Maldives. In fact,
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China’s new outreach in South
Asia was one of the main reasons
India launched this policy.

Implementation of the Policy

The Neighbourhood First policy
focuses on high level exchanges with
neighbouring countries. The policy
was launched with much fanfare in
2014 with Indian PM Modi’s maiden
visit to Bhutan in June, 2014. The
visits was followed by Modi's visits
to Nepal in August, 2014. The Prime
Minister conducted subsequent visit
to other countries like Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Afghanistan and Bangla-
desh. The implementation of the
policy in one decade has produced
mixed outcomes.

Positive Qutcomes : Some of the
Positive Outcomes of the policy are :

(1) India has maintained high
level two way exchange and con-
sultation with her neighbouring
countries on a diplomatic and poli-
tical level. Institutional mechanisms
have also been developed for the
regular exchange of views and
bilateral consultation,

(2) India has developed strong

artnerships with her, neighbours.

hm&fﬁ’ Thdia fra’fgtimm&tg&
nearly 3 % billion development aid in
the last two decades. The Parliament
Building of Afghanistan, Salma Dam,
Zarang, Delram-Zarang highway etc.
India has launched many connecti-
vity and energy projects in Bangla-
desh, housing projects in Sri Lanka,
Hydroelectric projects, oil supply
lines, railway connectivity and
Integrated Check Posts in Nepal; and
infrastructure projects in Maldives. In
Bhutan, India provides substantial
aid (90 per cent) for the implemen-
tation of Bhutan's Five year plans. In
addition to hydroelectric projects,
India has initiated railway connecti-
vity projects with Bhutan. India has
shown keen interest in Bhutan's
proposed Gelaphu Mindfulness
City Project near Indian border.
India disburses half of its total soft
loans called Lines of Credit in South
Asia only. In brief, India’s develop-
ment partnership has been streng-
thened and expanded under the
Neighbourhood First Policy.

(3) India has focused on regional
connectivity — projects  like BBIN
(Bhutan, Bangladesh, and India
Nepal Highway), the Kaladan project

through Myanmar and trilateral
high way project involving India,
Myanmar and Thailand. The BBIN
project is facing difficulty in view of
Bhutan’s reluctance. India has suc-
cessfully implemented Kaladan multi-
modal connectivity project linking
mainland India with her North East
through Indian Ocean and Myan-
mar’s Sittwe port. It is known as
Kaladan project as it moves through
Kaladan River in Myanmar before
entering the Indian state of Mizoram.
(4) In 2015, India launched her
strategic vision for the Indian Ocean,
i.e., Security and Growth for All in
the Region (SAGAR). The SAGAR
seeks to deepen economic and
security cooperation with its mari-
time neighbours and assist in build-
ing their maritime security capabi-
lities. For this, India would cooperate
on the exchange of information,
coastal surveillance, building of infra-
structure and  strengthening its
capabilities. Further, India seeks to
safeguard its national interests and
ensure Indian Ocean region becomes
inclusive, collaborative and respect
international law.
S1Yemhe/Pepity Ve )
TCSC was formed in 20117as a
trilateral maritime security grouping
of India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
Mauritius joined it as the fourth
member.

India has also established the
Information Fusion Centre-Indian
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in 2018. It is
a regional maritime security centre
hosted by the Indian Navy. It aims to
enhance maritime security and safety
in the Indian Ocean.

(5) India has tried its best to
strengthen SAARC as a forum for
regional cooperation, but due to
Pakistan’s  obstructionist policies,
SARRC has faced deadlock since
2016. Following the cross-border
terrorist attacks India refused to take
part in the SAARC summit in 2016,
which was proposed in Islamabad.
But India has tried to revive
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation) with the
membership of India, Sri Lanka
Bangladesh, Nepal Bhutan, Myanmar
and Thailand. Founded in 1997,
BIMSTEC’s summits are held every
four years. Its first summit was held



in Bangkok in 2004, second in 2008 in
New Delhi; third in Nypyidaw in
Myanmar in 2014, fourth in
Kathmandu in 2018 and fifth in
Colombo in 2022. During the fifth
summit, the Charter of the BIMSTEC
has been finalized and each member
has been allotted one priority area for
development and  coordination.
MILEX-18, the first-ever BIMSTEC
Multinational Military Field Training
Exercise (MILEX-18) was held in
Pune, India from September 10-16,
2018. The exercise was attended by
all seven BIMSTEC member coun-
tries.

Thus, in brief the Neighbour-
hood First Policy has some notable
success stories in last one decade.

Failures of the Policy

Amidst some significant positive
outcomes, the Neighbourhood First
Policy has faced some notable
failures, particularly in the field of
containing China’s strategic influence

in the region. Some of these episodes
are mentioned below :

Afghanistan : India has failed to
play a leading role in the infrastruc-
ture development of Afghanistan
during various democratic regimes
from 2001 to 2021. However, since
the victory of Taliban in the civil war
in Afghanistan in  August, 2021,
India’s presence in Afghanistan has
diminished. India has not recognized
Taliban regime due to its religious
radicalism. Pakistan and China have
developed close ties with Taliban.
However, at present in view of the
recent differences between Pakistan
and Taliban, India has some rays of
hope. Recently, India got the contract
for the operation of Chabahar port
and Taliban has also agreed to allow
India’s connectivity to Central Asia
through Afghanistan.

Nepal : With the successive
Maoist regimes in Afghanistan since
2017 in Nepal, China has gained new
foothold in Nepal. Even the present
Maoist regime led by Pushpa Kamal

FOR Moreiilewspapobedl Magakinoy Piit{ Chaudlidrs
submitted its report on ‘India

According to the Committee, the concept of the Neighbourhood First Policy came

into being in 2008. The policy was conceived to bolster relations with certain

priority neighbouring countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives,

Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and 5ri Lanka. The Committee reviewed the functioning

of this policy and made the following recommendations on different aspects of the

policy to enhance its effectiveness :

1.

Parliamentary Committee’s Observations About
Neighbourhood First Policy

s Neighbourhood First Policy’, on July 25, 2023.

India’ Lines of Credit (LoC) to its neighbours increased from USD 3-3 billion in
2014 to USD 14-7 billion in 2020. India distributes 50 per cent of its total LoC
(Soft Loans) to her neighbours. For effective utilization of the projects, the
committee recommended that the development projects in neighbouring
countries should be completed in a timeframe by strengthening of the Joint
Project Monitoring Committees and oversight mechanism.

In order to enhance maritime security in the Indian Ocean, the Committee
recommended that the Ministry should take initiatives for enhancing maritime
domain awareness in India’s extended neighbourhood.

For the promotion of tourism and people to people exchanges, the Committee
recommended promoting investment in tourism, including medical tourism
under the Neighbourhood First Policy.

The economic development of north-eastern states is integral to the success of
the Neighbourhood First Policy and the Act East Policy. The Committee
recommended the Ministry to maintain a synergy between these two policies.
This can help improve connectivity, economic development, and security of
the North-Eastern Region.

In order to address the problem of illegal migrants, the Ministry of External
Affairs should work in close coordination with the Ministry of Home Affairs
and state governments to address illegal migration.

The Committee noted the deficiency in India’s border infrastructure and the
need to stabilize and develop border regions. In order to overcome the
financial constraints in implementing connectivity projects, it recommended
exploring the feasibility of setting up a regional development fund for con-
nectivity infrastructure under regional frameworks.
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Dahl since November 2022 is pur-
suing the pro-China policy. In 2016,
Nepal and China signed the historic
trade and transit treaty as an alter-
native to a similar treaty between
India and Nepal. Nepal can trade her
goods through Chinese ports. In 2017,
Nepal agreed to join China spon-
sored BRI project. China has also
extended $ 145 million assistance to
Nepal for post-earthquake recons-
truction and upgradation of China-
Nepal road links. Both decided to
conduct their first ever joint military
exercise. China is replacing India in
all fields in Nepal-Trade, develop-
ment assistance, tourism and culture.
Now China is not only the largest aid
giver to Nepal, but it also contributes
the largest number of tourists to
Nepal.

Sri Lanka : In spite of India’s
best efforts Sri Lanka has moved into
the close strategic orbit of China. The
Long Rajapaksa regime has played a
leading role in Sri Lanka’s pro-China
policies. In 2017, China took Sri
Lanka’s strategic Hambantota port
on lease. China has implemented
many infrastructure projects in Sri

- Lanka. including, the Colombo. port

2)

ity projéct. Chind’s submarines and —
ships have visited Sri Lanka several
times. Though the present govern-
ment of Sri Lanka has declared to
maintain a balanced approach
towards China and India both, China
has gained a decisive strategic hold
in Sri Lanka.

Maldives : Maldives is the new
entry into this list. In Maldives, India
has been a victim of its domestic
politics. The new President of
Maldives, Muizzu has taken a
decisive pro-China and anti-India
move. Even during the Presidential
elections in Maldives held in
September, 2023, Muizzu launched
the ‘India Qut’ campaign. He has
taken many anti-India initiatives in
last few months. He has asked the
withdrawal of 77 Indian naval
personnel and the same has been
done by March, 2024. Under her
regional strategy, India donated two
helicopters and a Donier plane for its
coastal security. India’s 77 security
personnel were deployed to operate
three aerial platforms that were
gifted for emergency evacuations
and aerial surveillance of the nation’s

Continued on Page 190
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Climbing the Career Ladder

—I.M. Soni

In a college or university, the
most popular boys in a college or
university group is the one who

grabs opportunities to be of good use.

Puts service ahead of the self. In the
same way, everyone who puts
service ahead of the self can become
important in what he is interested in.

University of California in
Berkeley, some of the qualities of
leadership have been tested in the
Institute of Personality Assessment
and Research important qualities
discovered was courage of convic-
tions.

The research found that the men
who didn’t have the courage of their
own conviction were submissive,
compliant, had a narrow range of
interests and were unable to make
decisions without vacillation, and
had poerleadership attributes.

Those  who clung to~ their
opinions when they were right,
even though they believed others
held contrary views, were efficient,
capable, persuasive, self-reliant and
independent in judgment. They
were assure as leaders.

The others traits found popular
were tolerance, social participation,
and a sense of responsibility. Some-
times we have the courage of our

conviction and sometimes we haven't.

Sometimes we stand up and express
our opinions, and sometimes we
would rather be quiet.

To become a leader, you must
begin with something in which you
ardently believe.

Listen to others allow sufficient
flexible source of help, yourself that
you can pass on some of your good-
ness to others.

Speaking in public getting up on
feet and expressing your opinion on
any matter that you really consider
important makes a good shake.

Join a social group. Try to find a
group that appeals to you, and learn
what the requirements for member-
ships are part of yourself everyday.
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The more you give, the more you
will get back. There is a lesson in
open of palm; but there is none in
closed fist.

Try instead to give a yard for
every foot, we'll then have a nicer
teeling about ourselves. It is great to
be a giver.

No one can make bargains with
God. Life isn't worth it.

Dedicating yourself to a purpose
higher than yourself releases springs
of hidden creative power in you. You
have the strength and courage to
overcome obstacles.

The richest gift one gets is not
approval of others, but of one’s own
inner self!

Be good and optimistic.

Listen to the problems of others.

Serve a- group, be of some
Servite, ot “some Help, " té~ someone.
Adding to your knowledge of the
firm and of the industry of which it
is part.

Support that basic general know-
ledge by developing an enquiring
mind, becoming inquisitive about
the things going on around you.

Show interest in the business as
a whole, not just in your job, Observe
what others do and how your
activities fit in with others; you have
a clear idea what the aims are of the
business and study carefully how
they are attained.

Do each day as much as you
possibly can. The people who make
most progress in their careers regard
their jobs as exciting adventures.
Those who make least progress
usually look upon the day’s work as
a necessary evil to be got through as
easily and painlessly as possible.

Help others and show interest in
the success of the whole job. “Well
anyway, my job is properly done,” is
a excuse of the lazy lout.

Be willing to do extra work.
Take on without complaint the
additional task that comes your way.

Figure out ways to fit it in you can
always work more efficiently,

Be punctual and regular. The
two are different attributes, you can
be regular and yet unpunctual. You
can be punctual and yet irregular.

The man seeking promotion gets
himself known as someone to
depend on in times of trouble.

You will not always be right.
But often you will. Often you will be
told to go ahead with your own
suggestion. You will build a picture
of yourself as a person of ideas and
resourcefulness, a man who finds
solutions, not one who only pro-
duces problems.

Do not continually wait to be
told what to do. At the same time,
accept and carry out orders without
complaint. Do not make a fuss when
you.are oyer-ruled. i

Even at more humble levels, as
soon as progress beyond the bottom
rung, there will be someone below
you whose work you may have to
direct. You need to know how to
give orders, how to supervise work,
how to teach people their jobs, how
to select which of two employees
shall be given a particular block of
work.

Your relationship with other
people provide the key to progress in
your job. Your experience will tell
you of brilliant people whose careers
have been held back by inability to
get along with their working collea-
gues, or brusqueness with customers,

The wultimate distinction of
those successful in their careers
does not lie in talent, brains, ability
or knowledge. It lies in the way one
person can take the lead, gain
sympathy, get others to do things
willingly, while another fails to
inspire confidence or rubs people
up the wrong way.

Your final and most important
task is, therefore, to work at improv-
ing your skill with people.

Continued on Page 165



nternational Relations Article

Impact of EU Elections on South-East Asia

European Union, a group of 27
European countries is the most
successful example of regional inte-
gration in modern times. It has
common market system and a com-
mon currency (Euro) amongst its
members. The European Union is the
leading player in global economy as
it is the second largest economy with
GDP of $ 189 trillion after the US
GDP of $ 287 trillion and slightly
ahead of Chinese GDP of $ 185
trillion (Global Economic Qutlook, IMF,
April 2024). The EU’s share in global
trade is 14:17 per cent and it is the
leading trade partner of 80 countries.
Thus, the EU’s policies have a deep
impact on the global economy
including that of South-East Asia in
terms of trade, investment, transfer
of advanced technology and immi-
cgratipnamong others.,

~ European Union and South-
East Asia

EU’s partnership in South-East
Asia has two dimensions-bilateral
and collective, through ASEAN,
which is the main economic block of
South-East Asia. The 10 members of
the ASEAN are generally known as

South-East Asian countries : Thailand,

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Vietnam, Laos Cambodia,
Myanmar and Brunei. The EU and
ASEAN have been dialogue partners
since 1977, signed EEC-ASEAN Co-
operation Agreement in 1980 and
finally elevated their relations to the
level of Strategic Partnership in 2000,
At present, their partnership expands
in the areas of trade and investment,
development partnership, strategic
cooperation, connectivity and green
energy transition. At present, ASEAN
and EU both are each other’s third
largest trading partners with bila-
teral trade in goods being 272 billion
Euros in 2022, Under strategic partn-
ership, the EU has committed 180
billion Euros for the period 2021 to
2017 in ASEAN countries for the
climate change, disaster manage-
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ment, connectivity, education and
mobility of students.

EU Elections, June 2024

The European Union Elections
means elections to the Members of
European Parliament (MEP) directly
by the citizens of member countries
after every five years. The European
Parliament is the legislative organs
of the EU and has control over the
European Commission, which is the
Executive organ of the EU. Members
of the European Parliament (MEPs)
do not form coalitions on a national
basis. But they form coalition on the
ideological grcunds. Thus, MEPs sit
in political groups. They are not
organised by nationality, but by
political affiliation. A political group
must have at least 23 MEPs from
seven EU countries. Members cannot

belong (11 mote=tha faine spolitical &

group; alternatively, they may choose
not to join one and be ‘non-attached’.
New groups can be created at any
point during the parliamentary term.
At present, the seven major political
groups /coalition of European Parlia-
ment with their ideological orien-
tations are : Group of European
Peoples Party (EPP); Group of Pro-
gressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats S&D); Renew Europe
Group (RE); Group of Greens/
European Free Alliance (Green EFA);
European Conservative and Refor-
mist Groups ECR); Identity and
Democratic group (ID); and The Left
Group. The EPP and ECR are right to
centre or conservative and nation-
alist in their approach, whereas the
Left and Greens are liberal and left to
Centre in their approach. Thus, the
policies orientation and laws of the
European Union depend upon the
fact which group gains majority in
the Parliamentary elections.

The elections for the European
Parliament’s 720 seats took place on
6-9 June, 2024. The results are given
below. The figures in bracket indi-
cate their loss or gain in comparison

to the outgoing Parliament. EPP-189
seats (Gained 13 seats); S&D-136
seats (Lost 3 seats); ECR-83 seats
(Gained 14 seats); RE-81 seats (Lost
21 seats); ID-58 seats (Gained 9
seats); Greens/EFA-51 seats; (Lost 20
seats); NA (Non-Attached)-45 seats;
(Lost 17 seats); The Left-39 seats
(Lost one seats); Others-38 seats. The
results show that the green and left
have lost the seats in the Parliament
and conservatives and greens have
gained in comparison to 2019 elec-
tions. In brief, the far-Right factions
have made substantial gains at the
expense of the centrist and liberal
groups. This will impact their
parinership with South-East Asian
nations and ASEAN also.

Likely Impact of EU Elec-
tions on South-East Asia

The EU and ASEAN have close
ties under their strategic partnership
in the field of trade, investment
energy transition programme, con-
nectivity and promotion of human
rights and democracy. The European
parliament passes laws on trade,
environmental sustainability, agri-
culture and immigration, which have
deep bearing in all regions including
the South-East Asia. The further
dominance of the conservative and
nationalist groups in the European
Parliament after the 2024 elections is
likely to have many repercussions
for the South-East Asian region. The
ASEAN Countries were likely anti-
cipating favourable election results
for the liberal, free market-oriented
parties, but those parties did not do
well. Renew Europe, the liberal,
pro-European group, lost 23 seats,
while the environmentally friendly
Greens—=European  Free  Alliance
(Greens-EFA) took just 53 seats, 19
fewer than in 2019. This will turn the
EU policy orientations towards more
nationalist and protectionist. The
following impacts of the EU elections
are more important.



1. Trade and Investment : The
conservatives in the European Parlia-
ment may steer the EU towards
greater protectionist policies towards
South-East Asia. The conservative
groups in the outgoing EU Parlia-
ment had already supported pro-

tectionist policies in south —East Asia.

For example, The EU had imposed
higher duties on Cambodian and
Myanmar rice imports between 2019
and 2021 to protect European far-
mers. We may expect further pro-
tectionist policies in agriculture and
other products undermining the free
trade and investment. This may also
hamper and delay the ongoing free
trade agreement negotiations bet-
ween EU and Indonesia, Thailand
and Philippines. It is the European
Parliament which has the power to
approve all free trade agreements
between the EU and other countries.
Also the pending ASEAN-EU free
trade negotiations may face hurdles.

2. Green Transition The
diminishing influence of Greens in
the new Parliament will also under-
mine the clean agenda of EU in
~South-East Asia, which has been a
I Gominant™ fieme SofV
Strategic partnership between the
two sides since 2000. The nations of
South-East Asia are growing increas-
ingly reliant on EU financing for
their Green Transition policies.
Vietnam and Indonesia have signed
up to the Just Energy Tramsition
schemes, under which the EU will
provide $ 21-5 billion in concessional
loans to finance green transition pro-
grammes in South-East Asian coun-
tries.

3. Strategic and Political Issues :
At present both sides share a com-
mon outlook on the Indo-Pacific
region. They want open, free and
rule based order in the Indo-Pacific.
At the February 2024 EU-ASEAN
ministerial meeting, EU High
Representative Josep Borrell admit-
ted that engagement had to take into
account “different approaches to
several questions,” which attested
to divergences on issues such as
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the
Israel-Hamas conflict. The EU has
been promoting human rights and
democracy in the region. However,
the Conservative led European
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Parliament may adopt a more
nationalist posture in political and
strategic ties with South-East Asian
nations.

4, Immigration, Education and
Employment : The fourth area of
likely impact of new elections of
European Parliament is in the field of
Immigration and mobility. Many
people from the ASEAN countries
migrate for education and job in the
EU region. The conservative domi-
nated European Parliament is likely
to adopt a more restrictive approach
on immigration, which will impact
the ties between the two sides.

In brief, the EU with conser-
vative dominated Parliament may
find it difficult to deliver on its
commitments to South-East Asia and
turn increasingly inward leading to
backslide in ties.

However, there is one catch in
the election outcome of the European
Parliament. The conservatives have
gained seats in the elections, but they
still lack majority required for law-
making and electing new President
of the European Commission. The

Dulgoing - President fyof Furopean ol 1y

(.ommmqmn Ur:;ula von der Leyen,
centre-right leader does not have the
support of required 361 MEPs to be
elected as new President. She needs
the support of some non-conser-
vative groups like Greens. If that
happens, the Greens will bargain for
their say in the environment policy
of the European Union.

Conclusion

The EU is a leading economic
player in the global economy and in
other issues like environment and
technology transfer. The EU and
ASEAN have strategic partnership in
many areas like trade and invest-
ment, connectivity, green transition,
strategic issues in the Indo-Pacific,
Immigration and education. The
dominance of the conservative ele-
ments in the European Parliament
after the 2024 elections is likely to
impact these areas of partnership
between EU and South-East Asia.
The conservative Parliament of EU is
likely to adopt more protectionist
and inward looking approach in
foreign affairs.
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Use of Unethical Means in Public Examinations :
Concerns and Measures to Control

Introduction

Amid an ongoing row over
UGC-NET and NEET exam., the
centre on 21 June, 2024, notified the
Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024, passed by
Parliament in February 2024, aiming
to tackle cheating in public exams
and entrance tests across India by
imposing strict penalities for cheat-
ing.

As per the available data on the
internet, at least 48 instances of paper
leaks in 16 states over the last five
vears, in which the process of hiring
for government jobs was disrupted.
The leaks have affected the lives of at
least 1-5 crore applicants for about
1:2 lakh posts.

Question paper leaks and the
use of unfair means for clearing
competitive exams disrupt the entire
pracess,/leading \to* carieéllatjons! or
indefinite delays, and at times also
entangled in court cases. Moreover,
use of unfair means in the examina-
tion is unethical.

Definition of Examination

Malpractice
Examination is the process of
testing and assessing against a

standard. It is also a means of deter-
mining one’s degree of performance
and achievement. Examination mal-
practice can be defined as any
anomalous behaviour by examinees,
examiners, or anybody else con-
nected with an examination, whether
before, during, or after it, that pro-
vides an unfair advantage to certain
PE‘I’.‘-‘-DI"IS.

What is Unfair Means ?

Unfair means in public exami-
nations implies action done “for
monetary or wrongful gain”. These
include leaking question paper,
colluding in such leakage; accessing
or taking possession of question
paper or an Optical Mark Recogni-
tion response sheet without author-
ity; tampering with answer sheets
including Optical Mark Recognition
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response sheets; providing solution
to one or more questions by any
unauthorised person during a public
examination, and directly or indir-
ectly assisting the candidate in a
public examination.

Recent Cases of Exam
Paper Leaks in India

In the recent past, many states
have had to cancel or were unable to
declare results of their public exami-
nations due to the adverse impact of
unfair practices and means adopted by
anti-social and criminal elements.
Some of the recent paper leaks are
mentioned below :

NEET UG paper leak

JEE Main 2024 irregularities

UP Police Constable, RO/ARO
paper leak

BPSC TRE 3 paper leak

Board exam paper leak 2024
{sevéral | bpards mdudiog, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala, Odisha, and
Madhya Pradesh)

® TSPSC Assistant Engineer Exam

Paper Leak (2023)
® The Rajasthan Eligibility for
Elementary Teachers (REET) 2023
Paper Leak.
Concerns

® Preparing for competitive exams
in India can be extremely
challenging for Indian students
due to the tough competition,
extensive syllabi, and a heavy
reliance on memorization.

® Juggling academic responsibi-

lities, societal pressures, and
mental well-being is a common
struggle.

® The lack of resources, unequal
access to quality coaching, and
socio-economic  gaps  further
complicate the situation.

® However, technology offers
avenues for online learning, and
government mitiatives are
working towards creating a
level playing field.

® With the determination of
students and ongoing educa-
tional reforms, there are oppor-

tunities to establish a fairer and
more supportive environment
for those preparing for compeb-
tive exams in India.

Causes

@® Several drawbacks contribute to
this concerning trend, including
insufficient security measures
during the entire examination
life cycle—ranging from ques-
tion paper setting to distri-
bution and storage.

@® Inadequate use of advanced
technologies, coupled with the
lack of stringent monitoring,
provides opportunities for mal-
practices.

® The occurrence of cheating in
India is fundamentally rooted in
demand-supply imbalances.

® Cheating is_prevalent in India
idiié. fo the intédsély comisetitive
nature of government jobs and
top college admission tests,
where millions apply for a
limited number of positions.

® Another factor is the unemploy-
ment crisis in India, where
millions are unable to find jobs.

Impact

® Dispropertionate burden on
Students hailing from distant
rural regions and marginalized
communities.

@® Disrupt academic calendars and
cause anxiety for students.

® Emotional, Mental and Physical
Fatigue.

® Cause students to lose faith in
the fairness and meritocracy of
tests.

® Exacerbation of Job Crisis.

® Wastage of money and econo-
mic resources.

Measures Taken by Central
Government to Prevent the
Malpractices in Public Exami-
nations

The Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 :



The Public Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, is signi-
ficant legislation to prevent unfair
means, such as question paper leak-
age, tampering with answer sheets
etc., in public examinations,

The Act declares Public Exami-
nation as any examination conducted
by :
® Union Public Service Commis-
sion,

Staff Selection Commission,

Railway Recruitment Boards,

Institute of Banking Personnel

Selection,

Central Government Ministries

or Departments,

National Testing Agency,

Any other authority notified by

Central Government.

Public examinations conducted

by State Governments are not under

the purview of the Act. The Act

provides for extensive list of offences,

such as :

® Collusion to effect leakage,

@® Assisting the candidates without
authorization,

® Willful violation of standards,

@ Tampering with results,

® Additionally,

crore rupees along with a fine of
proportionate cost of examina-
tion.

® Also, the Act prohibits such

service providers from con-
ducting public examinations for
a period of four years.

senior manage-
ment personnel of such service
providers are liable for impri-
sonment for three years, exten-
dable to ten years, along with
fine of T 1 crore.

® For offences considered as Orga-

nized Crimes, the Act prescribes
a punishment of imprisonment
for five years, extendable to ten
years, along with fine of at least
¥ 1 crore.

Several States have
Implemented Laws to
Curb Cheating

In response to exam manipula-
tion, several states have enacted laws to
curb cheating. Rajasthan government
enacted an anti-cheating law two years
ago, while Andhra Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh have had such laws since 1998
and 1997, respectively. Last year, gov-
ernments of Gujarat and Uttarakhand
also introduced laws to prevent

FOR e Newspapsrs & ddaaarines hetpssytel

® Manipulation in conduct of
examination,

® Conduct of fake examination etc.
Provisions

® The Act declares all offences
under the Act to be cognizable,
non-bailable and  non-com-
poundable.

® The Act extends the scope of
offences to individuals, institu-
tions and service providers of
the examinations.

® The Act mandates service
provider to report the offence to
the concerned police authorities
and to the concerned public
examination authority. In the
event of service provider com-
mitting the offence, the Act
mandates public examination
authority to report the offence to
the concerned police authorities.

® For all offences by individuals,
the Act prescribes a punishment
of imprisonment for three years,
extendable to five years, along
with fine up to ¥ 10 Lakhs.

® For offences by service pro-
viders, the Act prescribes a
punishment of fine up to one
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preparing

® The Rajasthan Assembly in July
2023 passed a bill to increase the
punishment for those involved in
government recruitment  exam
paper leaks from a 10-year jail
term to life imprisonment.

® Similarly, the Gujarat and UP
governments too had last year
brought in laws with stricter
punishment and fine up to ¥ 1
crore for those found guilty of
such an act.

®  The24th report of the seventh State
Law Commission, Uttar Pradesh
on the UP Public Examination (Pre-
vention of unfair means, paper-
leak and solver gang activities)
Bill, 2023 sought to deal with the
issue.

® The laws introduced by different
states were prompted by several
question paper leak cases sur-
facing in 2022 across Uttarakhand,
UP, Himachal and Bihar, due to

e same.

which the state government
recruitment exams had to be
cancelled.

i,

Suggestions to Prevent Paper

Leaks

@® Paper setters or moderators
must ensure originality.

® Handle manuscripts securely.

® Follow instructions meticulously.

® TPunishments for negligence
leading to leaks should be
clearly defined.

® Intermediate administrators and
printing staff must maintain
confidentiality and monitor the
process closely.

® No candidate should be allotted
the centre of examination as per
his or her choice.

® Candidates should not be
allowed to choose the city/
centre of his/her choice outside
the administrative division of
his /her residence.

® No Internet/Mobile  phone
services around the examination
centre during the course of

examination.
® Involvement of private agencies
for printing, storage, logistic

facilities for the supply, of ques-
tion papers, collection of OMR
sheets and preparation of result
should be regulated.

Despite several anti-cheating,
laws being prevalent across various
states, the increase in such incidents
highlights that the actual problem
resides at the leyelof executionatthe
fime | of | setting “the- papers “and -
besides the conduction of exams.

Way Forward

Furthermore to prevent students’
communities  from  malpractices
during or before the examination
process, experts suggest there is a
need to create awareness at various
school and college levels. “By
informing the pupils of the potential
consequences and how they can
affect their lives, one can stop unjust
measures at the college or school
level. The establishment of strict
policies and their use during tests
can aid students in refraining from
such behaviour and performing well
on them.

Questions for Mains

1. Discuss how the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Bill, 2024 can aid in
putting an end to the widespread
surge in question paper leaks in
recruitment exams in recent years.

2. What do we need to do to prevent
unfair and unethical practice in
public examination ? Suggest
various measures to control it ?

Pl



I, 1o Science A-ticlo
Survey on AYUSH (July 2022 to June 2023)

Key Findings

® Approximately 95% of rural and
96% of urban respondents are
aware of AYUSH.

@® At least one member is aware of
Medicinal Plants/ Home remedies/
Local  Health  Tradition/Folk
medicine in about 85% of rural and
86% of urban households.

® Around 46% of rural and 53% of
urban individuals used AYUSH
for prevention or treatment of
ailments in the past 365 days.

® Ayurveda is the most commonly
used system across both rural and
urban areas for treatment.

® AYUSH is predominantly used for

rejuvenation and  preventive
measures,
The first exclusive all-India

survey on "AYUSH’ was conducted
by the National Sample Survey
_ Office (NSSO) from July 2022 to June
2023, as part of the79thronrdief the
National Sample Survey (NSS). This
survey covered the entire Indian
Union, excluding a few inaccessible
villages in the Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. Information was collected
from 1,81,298 households, including
1,04,195 in rural areas and 77,103 in
urban areas.

The broad objectives of the
survey were to collect information
on:
® Awareness of people about the

traditional system of healthcare

(AYUSH system of medicine).
® Uses of AYUSH for prevention or

treatment of ailments.
® Awareness of the households

about home remedies, medicinal
plants, local health tradition/
folk medicine.

Additionally, the survey gathe-
red information on household
expenditure for treatments using
AYUSH medicine systems.

‘Use of AYUSH system of medi-
cines’ refers to the use/adoption
of one or more of the system(s) of
Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha,
Sowa-Rigpa and Homeopathy for
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treatment/cure of diseases/ailments
or for prevention of diseases/
ailments on the advice of a medical
practitioner/instructor. This will also
include home based remedies/self-
medication /self-treatment used by a
member of the household knowing
the preventive or beneficial effects of
the treatment/ medication.

Major Findings of the Survey

1. Awareness of AYUSH : In
rural India, about 95% male as well
as female aged 15 years and above
have been found to be aware about
AYUSH while in urban India it has
been around 96%. Estimates of
percentage of persons (aged 15 years
or more) aware of AYUSH system by
gender at all-India level are shown in
Figure 1.

About 79% of households in
rural India and about 80% of the
households in urban India have at
least one member aware about medi-
cinal plants and home medicines,
while around 24% of the households
have at least one member aware
about folk medicine or local health
tradition in both rural and urban
India.

2. Use of AYUSH : Use of
AYUSH for prevention or treatment
of ailments, during last 365 days has
been observed to be more in urban
areas than the rural areas. Figure 2
below depicts estimates of percen-
tage of persons who have used
AYUSH for prevention or treatment
of ailments, during last 365 days.

Continued on Page 113
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An Ageing India :The Magnitude and the Multiude

—Anuj Kumar

Introduction

India, a mnation traditionally
characterized by its young demo-
graphic, is on the cusp of a signi-
ficant demographic shift. This transi-
tion towards an ageing population
poses multifaceted challenges and
opportunities for the country. Under-
standing the magnitude of this shift
and the multitude of its implications
is crucial for policymakers, scholars,
and the general public.

Who known as Elderly ?

® The WHO defines those aged
60-74 years as elderly. In 1980
the UN recommended 60 years
as the age of transition for the
elderly segment of the popu-
lation, and has been categorized
as follows :
d  Young OIld : between the
ages of 60-75 years.
o/ Q14<01d/ chetiveentheags
of 75-85 years.
J  Very Old : 85 years and
above.
® World Population Data Sheet-
2002 considers aged population
as population in the age group
of 65+ as old.

@® In the Indian context, the age of
60 years has been adopted by
the census of India for the
purpose of classifying a person
as old, which coincides with the
age of retirement in government
sector.

The Magnitude of Ageing in
India

India’s demographic profile is
changing rapidly. According to the
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), the proportion of Indians
aged 60 and above is projected to
increase from 8% in 2015 to 19% in
2050. The absolute number of elderly
individuals will rise from approxi-
mately 116 million in 2019 to nearly
319 million by 2050, making India
home to the second-largest older

population globally, following China.

Seyeral factors contribute to, this
demographic shift

1. Increased Life Expectancy:
Advances in healthcare, improved
sanitation, and better access to
medical services have significantly
increased life expectancy in India. As
of 2020, the average life expectancy

Decadal Growth of the Elderly Population, 1961-2031
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Note - Projections beyond 2011 are based on data drawn from Census of india 2011
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in India is around 70 years, up from
32 years in 1947,

2. Declining Fertility Rates :
India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has
been steadily declining, reaching 2-0
in 2019, which is below the replace-
ment level of 2-1. This reduction in
birth rates contributes to a higher
proportion of the elderly in the
population.

3. Migration Trends : Internal
migration, particularly of the youn-
ger workforce from rural to urban
areas and overseas, has left a signi-
ficant number of elderly people in
rural areas, further accentuating the
ageing population in these regions.

Socioeconomic Implications
of an Ageing Population

The shift towards an older
demographic has profound implica-

tions for variougsectars:.. 1 7. :

1. Healthcare : The ageing popu-
lation is expected to put immense
pressure  on India’s  healthcare
system. Elderly individuals are more
prone to chronic illnesses such as
diabetes, hypertension, and arthritis,
necessitating a robust healthcare
infrastructure. The COVID-19 pan-
demic highlighted the vulnerability
of the elderly, with higher morbidity
and mortality rates among older
individuals.

2. Pension and Social Security :
India’s pension system covers only a
small fraction of the elderly popu-
lation, primarily those in the formal
sector. With the majority of the
workforce in the informal sector,
many elderly individuals lack finan-
cial security. The government has
launched schemes like the Pradhan
Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana
(PMVVY) and the National Pension
Scheme (NPS) to address this issue,
but coverage remains inadequate,

3. Economic Dependency : The
increasing proportion of the elderly
will lead to a higher dependency
ratio, meaning fewer working-age
individuals will support more



dependents. This shift could strain
public resources and affect economic
growth.

4. Urbanization and Housing :
Urban areas need to adapt to the
growing number of elderly residents
by providing age-friendly infra-
structure. This includes accessible
public  transportation, affordable
health care facilities, and elderly-
friendly housing. The concept of
‘smart cities’ in India must integrate
these considerations to ensure
inclusivity for all age groups,

Policy Responses and Initia-
tives by government

Addressing the challenges posed
by an ageing population requires
comprehensive policy responses. The
Indian government has initiated
several measures, but more needs to
be done :

1. National Policy for Senior
Citizens : First formulated in 1999
and revised in 2011, this policy aims
to promote the health, well-being,
and independence of senior citizens.
It advocates for income security,
health care, and the creation of an
age-friendly environment.

FOR-Melfo MNelpitatinn o
Natmnal Programme for Health Care
of the Elderly (NPHCE) was laun-
ched in 2010 to provide dedicated
health care services to the elderly at
primary, secondary, and tertiary
levels. The Ayushman Bharat scheme
also includes provisions for elderly
care, aiming to provide compre-
hensive health care coverage.

3. Social Security Schemes :
Schemes like the Indira Gandhi
National Old Age Pension Scheme
(IGNOAPS) provide financial assis-
tance to senior citizens, especially
those below the poverty line. How-
ever, the benefits are often inade-

quate to meet the rising cost of living.

4. Legal Framework : The Main-
tenance and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens (MWPSC) Act, 2007,
mandates that children and heirs
provide maintenance to senior citi-
zens and parents. It also outlines
provisions for the establishment of
old age homes and ensures the pro-
tection of senior citizens' rights.
Initiatives Taken at Global
Level

® Vienna
Action.
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International Plan of

® United Nations Principles for
Older Persons.

® 2021-2030 as the ‘Decade of
Healthy Ageing.

® The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development calls for leaving
no one behind and for ensuring
that the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) are met for
all segments of society, at all
ages, with a particular focus on
the most vulnerable including
older persons.

Contemporary Examples

1. COVID-19 Pandemic : The
pandemic underscored the vulner-
abilities of the elderly population in
India. Many senior citizens faced
isolation, lack of access to healthcare,
and economic hardships. Initiatives
like the Elder Line (14567), a national
helpline for senior citizens, were
crucial in providing support during
this crisis.

2. Digital Inclusion :  The
Ministry of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY) has
launched programs to promote
digital literacy among the elderly,

,.pngh,lmg them to access essential T
Seervifes ontfine the’ pamﬁemii':- Lelegi

lerated the adoption of digital plat-
forms, making it imperative for
senior citizens to be digitally literate.
3. State-Specific Initiatives
States like Kerala have been proactive

in addressing the needs of the elderly.

Kerala’s “Vayomitram’ project pro-
vides healthcare services, palliative

care, and assistance to senior citizens.

Similarly, Rajasthan’s ‘Palna’ initia-
tive focuses on the well-being of the
elderly by offering daycare services
and recreational activities.

Future Directions

To effectively manage the ageing
population, India must adopt a multi-
pronged approach :

1. Strengthening Healthcare :
Investments in geriatric healthcare
infrastructure and training health-
care professionals in geriatrics are
crucial.  Integrating  traditional
medicine with modern healthcare
practices can also provide holistic
care to the elderly.

2. Enhancing Social Security :
Expanding the coverage and benefits
of pension schemes is essential to
ensure financial security for all senior

citizens. Introducing contributory
pension schemes for the informal
sector could provide a safety net for
those outside the formal workforce.

3. Promoting Active Ageing:
Encouraging  lifelong  learning,
volunteerism, and  community
engagement can help the elderly lead
active and fulfilling lives. Creating
opportunities for senior citizens to
contribute to the economy and
society will enhance their sense of
purpose and well-being,

4. Building Age-Friendly Cities:
Urban planning must prioritize the
needs of the elderly by ensuring
accessible infrastructure, green spaces,
and community centers. Implement-
ing Universal Design principles in
public buildings and transportation
can make cities more inclusive.

5. Fostering Inter-generational
Solidarity : Promoting interaction
between different age groups can
help bridge the generation gap and
create a supportive environment for
the elderly. Initiatives that encourage
young people to volunteer with
senior citizens can foster mutual
understanding and respect.

Cnnclusmn B
AN -dgding Tram© prefs n-ts'bnfh
challenges and opportunities. While
the growing number of elderly
individuals poses significant socio-
economic and healthcare challenges,
it also offers an opportunity to har-
ness the wisdom and experience of
senior citizens. Addressing the mag-
nitude and multitude of issues rela-
ted to ageing requires a concerted
effort from the government, civil
society, and the private sector. By
adopting a comprehensive and
inclusive approach, India can ensure
that its elderly population lives with
dignity, security, and well-being,

Question for Prelims :

Q. 1. Consider the following
statements :
I.  The WHO defines those aged
65+ years as elderly.
II. World Population Data Sheet-
2002 considers aged population
as population in the age group
of 60-74 as old.
In the Indian context, the age of
60 years has been adopted by
the census of India for the
purpose of classifying a person
as old.

ML

Continued on Page 113



National Security Doctrine in India : Need
and Importance

National Security Strategies are
in place in developed countries like
the United States, the United King-
dom, and Russia which have sophis-
ticated military and security systems.
Pakistan has published a National
Security Policy 20222026, and China
has a Comprehensive National
Security policy as well.
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The end of the Cold War has @
created a complicated and un-

predictable global landscape,
with a growing number of
potential adversaries  and

expanding missions for armed
forces. Global politics are being
influenced by non-state entities
such as transnational NGOs,

—Anshum Verma
National Security Doctrine is a Need for the National multinational businesses, war-
notion that a government and its Security Doctrine in India lords, and ethnic chieftains,
‘()rgan{s'should protect the state and o Hostile Neighbours : China and whlte:lt‘l'taln l‘i}-’,llUﬂﬂllngi-leg:‘-‘
!.i’h -thlii:enh against all kinds of Paldatan are Indise:two advers ilrtt all?g (_)n:ls‘lﬂtt ro t‘;. ;11p(i:—
na.tmnail ﬂ‘.lreats.. T_he statesm_en‘a.re sarial neighbours with nuclear e JIEORME: AR MR Th. O
..asmsted mlldentlfymg and prioritiz- weapons. Both take a hostile dUS&f]Y n'.lomt(.)red are: fertansm;
ing the nation’s geopolitical interests stance towards India. An error ethnic diversity, the spread of
by a national security doctrine. It on the part of either State could small weapons, drug trafficking,
includes all of the nation’s social, trigger a nuclear exchange. and religious fanaticism.
economic, military, and diplomatic Possessing a strategic doctrine ® Integration of Triservices : The
initiatives aimed at advancing and will help lessen the threat that establishment of the Chief of
defending its interests in national nuclear weapons represent. Defence Staff post by the gov-
security. Concerns regarding US nuclear ernment is a first step towards
Tradifional  thrests; which weapons stationed on the Indian achieving integration among, the
exclusively harm the state, and non- Ocean island of .D:ego (Jarctm lll:ree services. "Il"he next Il:ET‘I‘l on
L : » i3 N X ¥ b 3
traditional threats, which affect the hav.e Ialso been voiced by India. the government's agenda is ]c:mt
; et India's nuclear deterrent must Theatre Commands. Regarding
state, the individual, and all of ;
» I y evolve to keep up with advances the shared theatres, there are
humanity, should be taken into 3 ; ; o
E . . in technology and changes in variations among the three
account by any National security 2 o ; ; .
! ; : R global politics. services. A National Security
strategy. It must also function within - ; A :
7 | . ® New Indo-Pacific Security Doctrine may serve as a road-
e Rognds ol demooratic punciples Framework ;.. The; Indo-Pacifi map ,for, achieving. junity, -and
and the Indian Constitution=In’ addi- a2iites FMtifrs. /7t b e/ P eiies Wiag 2
. e R Y 4 area is emerging as the new preventing inter-service strife.
tion to policies pertaining to intelli- strategic centre of gravity, with @ d gy
gence, defence, and other security- e Belinit Hb it i %::ncems ]“;Ey'?"] C?jnveljhonz_i
related  matters, the strategy P & reals 3 Sockal A0d. ecanomic
: : from North America and Europe problems, such as left-wing
frequently included evaluations of hi : | do-Pacific T | : 5
ossible threats, resource allocation ot egion. [t ludeTaci radicalism in tribal areas, might
Ei.iomati‘ anil military opecations, Hgion, TOlpEItYe Gperanon pose a threat to domestic sta-
z h Lt ey o 2t is envisioned as part of a matrix b|1|t} India's extensive and
il OEer ) Fmb‘ _ ) of ‘cooperative security’ by an porous borders with several of
Following years of deliberations evolving security framework. its neighbours are employed as
within the strategic and military @ Orienting National Security a means of smuggling in
communities, India has begun the and Foreign Policy : Very little weapons, drugs, and people.
process of implementing a National work has been done to coordi- @ Cybersecurity and Technolo-
Security  Strategy (NSS). Before nate national security program- gical Advancements: Techno-
requesting final cabinet approval, the mes with foreign policy, mostly logy affects national security by
National Security Council Secretariat due to the lack of security both generating vulnerabilities
: ey ine. it
(NSCS) is gathering input from a doctrine. For example, it is and improving capabilities. One
number of Central ministries and unclear what kind of foreign big worry is cybersecurity,
departments to put together the policy towards Pakistan will which calls for highly developed
strategy’s draft. India is releasing a work _b*-’"‘f t]:" Cf‘]“bf"-' worldwide technological skills. Cyberter-
National Security Strategy for the terrorism that is sponsored by rorism,  attacks on  critical
first ime. Pakistan. infrastructure have a capacity to
® Phase of Strategic Uncertainty : paralyse economic engines.

Environmental Degradation
and Climate Change : Sea level
rise, glacier melting, Agricul-

tural ~ Vulnerabilities, Water
Scarcity, Induced Migration,
Energy Insecurity etc. are

examples of environmental
changes that have an impact on
security.



Cultural Significance of Uttarakhand’s Joshimath

and Kosiyakutoli

—Neha Sansarwal

On June 12, 2024, the Indian
government approved the renaming
of two significant tehsils in Uttara-
khand : Joshimath in Chamoli
district was renamed to Jyotirmath,
and Kosiyakutoli in Nainital district
to Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham. These
changes are far more than mere
updates on administrative maps;
they are profound acknowledgments
of the deep cultural and spiritual
roots embedded in these regions.

Jyotirmath : Illuminating the
Ancient Legacy of Joshimath

Historical and Spiritual Foun-
dations : Joshimath, now officially
Jyotirmath, has long been a center of
spiritual gravity in the Indian
Himalayas. The renaming is a nod to
its ancient name, linked directly to
~the Btheeentury sage Adi Shankara-
charya.  Adi” ‘Shankaracharya, “a
seminal figure in Hindu philosophy,
established one of his four cardinal
monasteries, or mathas, here, known
as Jyotirmath, which means ‘the
monastery of light. This name
encapsulates the essence of spiritual
enlightenment and wisdom that
Shankaracharya is believed to have
achieved in this sacred place.

Historically, Jyotirmath has been
a pivotal point for the dissemination
of Advaita Vedanta—a philosophical
doctrine that emphasizes the non-
duality of the soul and the Supreme
Being. The establishment of the
Jyotirmath monastery was not only a
religious but also an intellectual
endeavor aimed at revitalizing
Hinduism and providing a hub for
religious education and discourse.

Cultural and Economic Rele-
vance Today In contemporary
times, the town serves as a winter
seat for the idol of Lord Badri from
the Badrinath Temple, maintaining
its integral role in the Char Dham
Yatra—a pilgrimage that is crucial
for many Hindus. The
renaming to Jyotirmath reconnects

devout
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the town with its spiritual origins,
enhancing its appeal to pilgrims and
tourists seeking spiritual solace and
enlightenment.

The recent renaming comes in
the wake of significant environ-
mental challenges, including the
devastating land subsidence in 2023,
which underscored the town's vul-
nerability. This change symbolizes
not only a return to spiritual roots
but also a commitment to resilience
and renewal. It is anticipated to
boost religious tourism, providing an
economic lifeline for the local
population while fostering a deeper
appreciation for the town’s historical
and cultural heritage.

Environmental and  Social
Implications : The renaming also
brings to the fore issues related to
sustainable< !/ idévelopment -// and
environmental conservation. Jyotir-
math's location in a geologically
sensitive area makes it crucial to
balance tourism with environmental
protection. Efforts to promote reli-
gious tourism must be coupled with
strategies to mitigate the impact on
the region’s delicate ecosystem,
ensuring that the spiritual sanctuary
does not suffer from its own popu-
larity.

Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham:

Embracing the Legacy of
Kosiyakutoli
Spiritual Heritage of Neem

Karoli Baba : In the name Kosiya-
kutoli, Kosi signifies the river that
flows through Uttarakhand's
Nainital district, playing a crucial
role in the region’s ecology and
economy. The term kutoli, derived
from the local language, refers to a
village or settlement.

Kosiyakutoli, now known as
Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham, pays
homage to the Kainchi Dham
Ashram and its founder, Neem
Karoli Baba. Neem Karoli Baba, or
Maharaj-ji, is a spiritual figure whose

influence extends far beyond the
boundaries of Uttarakhand. His
teachings on love, service, and
devotion (bhakti yoga) have inspired
a global following, including notable
personalities like Steve Jobs and Ram
Dass, who found profound spiritual
guidance at Kainchi Dham.

The Kainchi Dham Ashram,
established in the 1960s, is more than
just a spiritual retreat. It is a place
where devotees and seekers exper-
ience peace, healing, and spiritual
growth. The ashram’s serene environ-
ment and its association with the
charismatic Neem Karoli Baba make
it a significant pilgrimage site, draw-
ing thousands of visitors each year
from across the world.

Cultural and Economic Dimen-
sions : The renaming of Kosiyakutoli

{6 Pargaia ) Shri-Kainehi Dhiag 4y /a

strategic move to honor the spiritual
legacy of Neem Karoli Baba and to
promote the area as a major religious
tourism destination. This change is
expected to significantly boost the
local economy by attracting more
pilgrims and tourists, thus providing
opportunities for economic develop-
ment while preserving the cultural
and spiritual ethos of the region.
Moreover, aligning the tehsil's
identity with the renowned Kainchi
Dham Ashram underscores the
importance of recognizing and cele-
brating spiritual heritage as a vital
part of cultural identity. It reflects an
effort to embed local history and
spirituality into the broader narrative
of Uttarakhand’s cultural landscape.
Community and Social Impact :
The renaming also fosters a sense of
pride and belonging among local
residents. By embracing the name
Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham, the
community not only honors its
spiritual heritage but also streng-
thens its cultural identity. This move
encourages the preservation of local
traditions and values, ensuring that
the legacy of Neem Karoli Baba



continues to inspire future genera-
tions.

Linking Past and Present :
Broader Cultural and Socio-
Economic Implications

Preserving Cultural Identity
and Heritage : The renaming is part
of a broader endeavor to preserve
and promote Uttarakhand’s rich
cultural and spiritual heritage. These
changes are not merely symbolic;
they are instrumental in reconnect-
ing these regions with their historical
and spiritual roots. They highlight
the importance of maintaining
cultural continuity and honoring the
legacies that have shaped these
places.

Enhancing Religious Tourism :
Uttarakhand’s designation as Dev-
bhoomi, or ‘Land of the Gods’, is
underscored by its numerous pil-
grimage sites and spiritual centers.
The renaming efforts align with
initiatives to enhance the state's
status as a premier destination for
religious tourism. This strategic focus
on cultural heritage and spirituality
is expected to attract more visitors,

creating jozz il:lgl mm& 4

resilience .

Navigating Modernization and
Development These renaming
decisions also resonate with broader
themes in cultural heritage mana-
gement and sustainable develop-
ment. They illustrate the need to
balance modern development with
respect for historical and cultural
contexts. As these areas become more
accessible to tourists and pilgrims, it
is crucial to implement sustainable
practices that protect the environ-
ment and preserve the cultural inte-
grity of the regions.

Conclusion

Renaming Joshimath to Jyotir-
math and Kosiyakutoli to Pargana
Shri Kainchi Dham reaffirms Uttara-
khand’s rich cultural and spiritual
heritage. These names honor their
historical identities, blending ancient
roots with modern development.
This change invites a future where
cultural heritage and growth coexist,
attracting visitors to explore and
appreciate their enduring signifi-
cance.
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MCQs for UPSC Preparation :

Q. 1. Which of the following is
the primary reason for renaming
Joshimath to Jyotirmath ?

(A) To honor the establishment of
Adi Shankaracharya’s cardinal
monastery.

(B) To modernize the town's image.

(C) To reflectenvironmental changes
in the region.

(D) To align with new administra-
tive policies.

Ans. (A)

Q. 2. Which river is significant
to the Kosiyakutoli region and flows
through the Nainital district ?

(A) Ganga

(B) Yamuna

(C) Kosi

(D) Alaknanda
Ans. (C)

Subjective Question for
UPSC Mains

Q. 1. Discuss the cultural and
historical significance of the recent
renaming of Joshimath to Jyotirmath
and Kosivakutoli to Pargana Shri

inchi Dham. How dp these changes
] 2GS ﬁaﬁﬁo i

cultural heritage and the promotion of

3. Expenditure incurred for
availing treatment of AYUSH :
Estimates of average expenditure
incurred per person for prevention
or treatment of ailments using
AYUSH during the last 365 days for
rural and urban India are given in
Table 2.

Table 2 : Average
Expenditure ) per Person
for Prevention or Treatment
of Ailments Using AYUSH

System of
Medicine

Ayurveda
Others*
Any

Rural Urban

394
622 592
472 574

*include Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and Homo-
eopathy.

499

P

Continued from Page 109
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religious tourism in India ?
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Both in rural and urban India,
Avyurveda have been preferred over
other systems of Ayush for preven-
tion or treatment of ailments.

It has also been observed that
AYUSH has been mostly used for
rejuvenation or preventive purpose
followed by therapeutic or curative
treatment.

Table 1: Percentage of
Persons Used AYUSH for
Prevention or Treatment of
Ailments by System of

Medicine
System of
Medicine Rural Urban
Avyurveda 40-5 455
Others* 94 12-8
Any 463 529

“include Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and Homo-
eopathy.

How many of the above state-
ments are correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two )
aeraperMagzine
(D) None of the above.
Ans. (A)

Practice Question for Mains

Discuss the socio-economic chal-
lenges posed by the ageing population
in India. Evaluate the current policies
and initiatives aimed at addressing
these challenges. What additional
measures can be implemented to ensure
the well-being and inclusion of senior
citizens in the rapidly changing
demographic landscape ?

(250 words)

UPSC Civil Services Examina-
tion Previous Year Question on
above Topic:

1. Critically examine the effects of
globalization on the aged popu-
lation in India. (2013)

2. Performance of welfare schemes
that are implemented for vul-
nerable sections is not so
effective due to the absence of
their awareness and active
involvement at all stages of the
policy process. Discuss.  (2019)
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Krishi Sakhi

Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi granted certificates to more
than 30,000 self-help groups as Krishi
Sakhis at Varanasi on June 18, 2024,
Realizing the significant role & con-
tribution of women in agriculture
and to further enhancing the skills of
rural women, the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmers’" Welfare and
the Ministry of Rural Development
signed a MoU on 30.08.2023. Krishi
Sakhi convergence program (KSCP)
is the ambitious initiative under this
MoU.

Key features about Krishi
Sakhis are following :
Krishi Sakhi Convergence
program (KSCP)

Under the ‘Lakhpati Didi’ pro-
gram, the aim is to create 3 crore
Lakhpati Didis, one dimension of

which is Krishi Sakhi. Krishi Sakhi
convergence program (KSCP) aims
to transform rural India through the
empowerment of rural Women as
Krishi Sakhi, by imparting training
and certification of Krishi Sakhis as

Type of Training for Krishi
Sakhis

Krishi Sakhis have already
been trained on various extension
service for 56 days on the following
modules :

Para-extension Workers. This certifi-

cation course aligns with the objec- L.
tives of the ‘Lakhpati Didi’ Program.
Krishi Sakhis as Agriculture &
Para-extension Workers 2
Krishi Sakhis are chosen as g4,
agriculture para-extension workers
because they are trusted community 5
resource persons and experienced g
farmers themselves. Their deep roots  »
in farming communities ensure they
are welcomed and respected. Being
local experts through proper train- o

ing, Krishi Sakhis will act as the
‘opinion builders’ for the farmers.

Agro Ecological Practices from
land preparation to harvest
Organising Farmer Field schools
Seed banks + Establishment and
Management

Soil health, soil and moisture
conservation practices
Integrated Farming Systems
Basics of Livestock Management
Preparation and use of Bio
inputs and establishment of Bio
inputs shops

Basic communication skills.

Continued on Page 116
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| Artvitieswisepgr Krighi Sakhil | |

Per Year Resource Fee

1. | INM Division : Soil Health and
MOVCDNER

Soil Sample Collection, Soil health Advisory,
Formation of Farmer Producer Organisation,
Training of Farmers

Soil Health =¥ 1300

MOVCDNER (Only for Northeast) =
¥ 54,000

2. | Crop Division

Cluster Front Line Demonstration, Collection
and uploading of data on Krishi Mapper

¥ 10,000 per year

3. |Crop Insurance Division

PMFBY

Mobilizing non loanee farmers, Loss Assess-
ment

¥ 20,000 per Krishi per year can earn.

4. | MIDH Division

Awareness about Horticulture Mission

T 40,000 per block. State will decide
the distribution of INR 40,000 in the
number of activities

5. | NRM Division : Rainfed Area
Development  RAD,  Agro-
forestry, Per Drop More Crop

Climate  Resilient  Agriculture Practices
Trainings, Distribution of Seedlings, Adoption
of micro irrigation

T 12,000 per Krishi per Year.

6. | Agriculture Infrastructure Fund

Outreach Agent, Facilitating Project, Create
Awareness

¥ 5,000 per year

7. | Seed Division :
Program

Seed Village

8. | M&T Division : Sub Mission on

Agriculture Mechanisation
(SMAM),

9. | Oil Seeds Division : National
Mission on Edible Oils/Oil-

Seeds (NMEO-0S)

Farmer Training on Seed Production @900 per
training

Three Visits to Demonstration Field and collect
data, photos and upload on the Krishi Mapper
App

Three Visits to Demonstration Field and collect
data, photos and upload on the Krishi Mapper

Minimum X 900 per year. Rest, as per
the need of the Krishi Sakhi in the
local area

210,000 per year

¥ 3,000 per year

10. | Plant Protection : NPS

Information on crop Situation, Pest Surveil-
lance through NPSS, Collect photos, upload-
ing photos

T 1,000 per year

11. | Credit Division : KCC

Lead connect, KCC Application support,

Credit Linkage

¥ 5,000 per year
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Women Representation in India’s Parliament :
Measuring Progress, Analysing Obstacles

—Neelam Kejriwal and Arjun Varma

Recently, with the conclusion of
the 18th Lok Sabha Election in India
in 2024, there was a reported decline
in women'’s representation in Parlia-
ment. However, when we look at the
women representation in Lok Sabha,
we observe a slow upward growth.
In 1952 elections, the women repre-
sentation was 4-41% of the total
strength of the Lok Sabha. It
increased to 14-36% (highest till date)
in 2019 Lok Sabha election and for
the 2024 elections, it again fell to
13.63%. Over time, significant steps
have been taken to ensure women
participation in politics in India, but
the problem is still persistent.

Some of the factors perpetuating
such gender disparity are as follows :

1. Social Obstacles : The socially
_applauded role of women is mostly
arotind Vthe Rome= and> [chil d) @dre
Therefore when young children are
in need of parental care and atten-
tion, the majority of the work falls on
womens’ shoulders, without men
being expected to contribute equally.
This uneven family work distribu-
tion is one such social obstacle to
women pursuing political careers.
Another is the conventional gender
stereotype which makes it difficult
for the general populace to accept
women in pivotal decision making
roles in the country, as this challen-
ges womens’ conventionally assign-
ned roles.

2. Political Obstacles : The role
of political parties is also important
as women candidates often face
discrimination in getting tickets to
contest elections, and even sitting
MPs fear that the rotational reserva-
tion of seats for women candidates
might affect their chances of getting
to contest elections in the next term,
thereby  attracting criticism  for
women candidates even amongst the
party members. Even opposition
parties often indulge in sexist-mis-
ogynist remarks against women
candidates which often deter such
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women candidates from entering
politics in the first place. Women
MPs or MLAs are often deemed fit
for portfolios like Social Welfare,
Women and Child Development
instead of more critical decision
making  portfolios like Home
Ministry or the Defence.

3. Economic Obstacles : The
dependency of women for financial
assistance on their families often
results in a paucity of funds. With
election campaigns becoming increas-
ingly costly, this acts as another
deterrent for women participation in
politics.

4. Educational Obstacles : The
lack of educational opportunities
offered to women vis-a-vis those
offered to men (especially in rural
areas) is another significant reason
whichl! (deters/ Wi partidipation] (of
women in politics as they are
unaware of their rights and/or do
not possess essential representational
or leadership skills required in
politics.

When we try to look at the level
of women representation in Indian
politics in comparison to the global
situation, India lags behind several
countries. As per Inter-Parliamentary
Union’s Parline database, India’s
global ranking for women’s repre-
sentation in lower houses of Parlia-
ment has fallen to 143 out of 185
countries which is far behind coun-
tries like Vietnam, the Philippines
and Pakistan. At the global level
around 46% of MPs in South Africa,
35% in UK and 29% in USA are
women.

When we look at the gender
wise representation in the 2024 Lok
Sabha Election, we have seen some
improvement in
women candidates who filed their
nomination; it increased by 10%
from 720 in the 2019 election to 797
in the 2024 election. But if we look at
the share of women candidates
amongst the total nominations, then

the number of

there is a marginal increase in the
same from 9% in 2019 to 9-5% in
2024. However, there is a fall in the
number of women candidates who
won the election this year from 77
women (which is 14:36% of total
strength of the Lok Sabha) in 2019 to
74 (which is 13-63% of total strength
of the Lok Sabha) in the 2024 elec-
tion.

The representation of women at
the state level is also alarming as no
state has more than 20% women
representation in its Assembly.
Chhattisgarh has the highest repre-
sentation with 18% women MLAs,
while Himachal Pradesh has just one
woman MLA and Mizoram has
none,

Steps Taken by the Govern-
ment to Address the Gender

‘Disparity

The government has taken cer-
tain steps over the years to address
this gender disparity in political
representation. Some of the note-
worthy steps are as follows :

(A) Part II1 and Part IV of the
Constitution : Indian Constitution
provide a Fundamental Right for
special provisions to be made under
Article 15 of the Constitution for
women to ensure educational oppor-
tunities are given to women. Article
39 of the Constitution provides a
socialist guideline for the state to
ensure equal representation for men
and women. Article 42 of the Consti-
tution provides for ensuring just and
humane working conditions include-
ing maternity relief. The Indian Con-
stitution also provides for women
representation and imposes a res-
ponsibility on the state to ensure
adequate women representation in
public employment including politics
and in Parliament.

(B) Constitutional Amend-
ments : Constitutional (73rd Amend-
ment) Act, 1992 inserted Article 243D
in the Constitution which allowed



for reservation of one third seats in
Panchayats. The Constitutional (74th
Amendment) Act, 1992 provides for
similar reservation in Municipalities.
This step was taken to ensure
adequate women representation in
local level governance.

(C) Women Reservation Bill,
2023 : Constitution (108th Amend-
ment) Bill, 2008 was introduced in
the Rajya Sabha with the aim of
reserving 1/3rd seats for SCs, STs
and women. The Bill was passed in
2010 by Rajya Sabha but it never
reached Lok Sabha and lapsed as the
Lok Sabha was dissolved. In 2013,
a committee was instituted on
improving the status of women
which recommended reserving 50%
seats for women across all electoral
bodies. In 2014 and 2019, BJP election
manifesto considered the Women
Reservation Bill. Thereafter, in 2021,
a Public Interest Litigation was filed
by National Federation of Indian
Women in Supreme Court for
reintroduction of the Bill to which no
reply was filed by the govern-
ment for 2 years. Finally, on 19th
September 2023, Constitutional

: I ) Bi .
th%,d in Lok Sabha@?d pgsed?zsn
20th September 2023. The same was
passed by Rajya Sabha on 2lst
September 2023. The 2024 Election
Manifesto of BJP is providing for
implementation of this Bill. Although
there are practical challenges with
the implementation of the bill
including how the rotation of seats
will work or ensuring the efficiency
of MPs or MLAs. But the govern-
ment is keen on implementation of
the Bill.

These are some of the progres-
sive steps taken by the government
over time to ensure women parti-
cipation in the Parliament. However,
preconditioned gender norms and
patriarchal notions still continue to
have a hold on the Indian political
institutions. The  discriminatory
practices, prejudices, misogynist-
sexist remarks, constant insults, etc.
are the hurdles faced by women
candidates when they decide to walk
the path of politics or represent as
Member of Parliament or Member of
Legislative Assembly or even as
Prime Minister or Chief Minister.
These steps will remain simple
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words on paper unless and until we
see or aim towards shifting the
mindset of the society and making
them more accepting of women
representatives and their leadership.

Question for UPSC Prelims :

1. Consider the following state-
ments :

1. Constitution (73rd Amend-
ment) Act, 1992 provides
for one third reservation of
seats for women in Muni-
cipalities.

2. Constitution (74th Amend-
ment) Act, 1992 provides
for one third reservation of
seats for women in Pan-
chayats.

3. Women Reservation Bill,
2023 provides for one third
reservation of women in
Lok Sabha and State Legis-
lative Assembly.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Bothland2

(B) 1,2and 3

(C) Only3

(D) None of the Above

& Mry&ines htips://tele
2

Which of the following State
Legislative Assembly has zero
representation of women ?

(A) Mizoram

(B) Himachal Pradesh

(C) Chhattisgarh

(D) Maharashtra

Ans. (A)

Question for UPSC Mains

1.  “Womens' representation in the
politics remains stagnant despite
75 years of Independence.”
Elucidate.

2. Discuss the obstacles in women
participation in Politics and the
steps taken to overcome the same.

Pllgpin
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Now these Krishi Sakhis are
undergoing refresher training with a
special focus on Natural Farming
and Soil Health Card through
Deendayal  Antyodaya  Yojana-
National Rural Livelihood Mission
(DAY-NRLM) agencies in coordina-
tion with National Institute of
Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE).

Employment Opportunities
for Krishi Sakhis after Train-
ing

Following the training, Krishi
Sakhis will take a proficiency test.
Those who qualify will be certified
as Para-extension Workers, enabling
them to undertake below mentioned
MoA&FW schemes activities on the
fixed resource fees.

MOVCDNER : Mission Organic
Value Chain Development for North
Eastern Region; INM Division: Inte-
grated Nutrient Division; Mé&T

Division : Mechanization & Tech-
nology Division; NRM Division:
Natural Resource  Management

Division; PMFBY: Prime Minister
Fasal Bima Yojana; MIDH Division:
Mission for Integrated Development
of Horticulture Division.

Average Earning of Krishi
Sakhis

Average Krishi Sakhis can earn
in a year: INR 60K to 80K. As on
June 17,2024, 34,000 Krishi Sakhis
out of 70,000 have been certified as
Para-extension Workers.

Implementation of Krishi

gﬁhhh.nkm:fwme

mong the

Krishi Sakhi Training Program
has been rolled out in 12 states in
Phase-1 : Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Raja-
sthan, Odisha, Jharkhand, Andhra
Pradesh, and Meghalaya.
Krishi Sakhis Earning Liveli-
hood by Providing Help to
Farmers under MOVCDNER
Scheme ?

Currently under the scheme of
MOVCDNER  (Mission  Organic
Value Chain Development for North
Eastern Region) 30 Krishi Sakhis are
working as Local resource person
(LRP) visiting each farm once in
every month to monitor farm
activities and understand challenges
faced by the farmers. They also
conduct Farmer Interest Group (FIG)
level meetings every week to train
farmers, interact and wunderstand
challenges faced by farmers, FPO
functioning and marketing activities
and maintain farmer diary. The
resource fee they are getting INR
4500 per month for the mentioned
activities. Phagsn



India’s Climate Diplomacy : New Priorities
and Policy Options

—Achal l?’riyadar:sh_)pr

Introduction : India's Evolv-
ing Climate Diplomacy

Since the initiation of climate
change negotiations in 1992, India
has played a crucial role in advocat-
ing for equitable climate policies,
primarily through the principle of
Common but Differentiated Res-
ponsibilities (CBDR). Despite being
labelled a ‘spoiler’ at the 2009 Copen-
hagen Summit for opposing the
dilution of distinctions between
developed and developing countries,
India’s climate diplomacy has under-
gone significant shifts. By adopting
voluntary emission intensity reduc-
tion targets and showing greater
flexibility, India has transitioned
from being perceived as an obstruct-
tionist to emerging as a global
climate leader, particularly evident
atthe 2015 Paris Simmit;

Shifts in India’s Climate
Diplomacy

Early Perceptions : The Spoiler
Stance : India has often been branded
as a ‘spoiler’ in international forums,
particularly in climate change nego-
tiations. At the 2009 Copenhagen
Summit, India, alongside other
emerging nations, was accused of
hindering consensus through a
defensive stance. However, this
perception does not account for the
proactive steps India had already
begun taking domestically.

National Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPCC) : In 2008,
India launched its National Action
Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC),
which focused on several key areas
such as solar energy, energy effici-
ency, sustainable habitat, and water
conservation. This plan marked a
significant step in India’s climate
policy, demonstrating a commitment
to addressing climate issues through
specific national missions.

Jairam Ramesh’s Leadership : A
Strategic Shift: Under the leadership
of Jairam Ramesh, then Minister of
State for Environment and Forests,
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India began adopting more flexible
positions. Ramesh’s tenure saw a
departure from the long-held stance
against binding emissions cuts and
the ‘per capita emissions’ narrative
used to avoid legal commitments.
This shift was driven by a growing
understanding of India’s climate
vulnerabilities and the co-benefits of
climate action, signalling a move
towards more progressive climate
diplomacy.

Narendra Modi’s Era : Integrat-
ing Climate into Foreign Policy :

India’s climate diplomacy was
further rejuvenated under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, whose

government came to power in 2014.
Modi, an author on climate change,
was expected to take proactive steps.
The joint announcement by the U.S.
and China to_reduce greenhouse gas
emissidis’ Anciédsed | pressure’ Lon
India to act. Despite this, India main-
tained its stance of not succumbing
to external pressure, even as Modi
integrated climate change into
India’s foreign policy.

International Engagements and
Clean Energy Goals : Modi's inter-
national visits emphasized coopera-
ton on climate change alongside
other critical areas such as defence
and trade. Domestically, the govern-
ment declared ambitious clean
energy goals, including a plan to
quadruple renewable power capacity
to 175 gigawatts by 2022. These steps
set the stage for India’s active parti-

cipation in global climate discussions.

Paris Summit : From Spoiler to
Bridging Nation : As the Paris
Summit approached, India’s repu-
tation transitioned from a “spoiler’ to
a ‘bridging’ nation, adept at con-
necting global development with
climate action. Despite facing criti-
cism from both industrialized and
least developed countries for its calls
for climate justice and coal produc-
tion goals, India played a pivotal role
in the negotiations. The Paris Agree-
ment was ultimately reached with

differentiation  principles  intact
across various aspects, showcasing
India's ability to compromise while
maintaining its core demands.

The International Solar Alliance
(ISA): India's commitment to climate
leadership was further demonstrated
by the launch of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) at the Paris
Summit. The ISA, the first treaty-
based international government
organization based in India, sym-
bolizes India’s dedication to foster-
ing global cooperation in clean
energy.

Bilateral and Multilateral Co-
operation : India has also signed
multiple bilateral and multilateral
agreements to enhance clean energy
investments and assist other coun-
tries in combating climate change.

Notably, India gellaborated, with the

United 'Nations o/ develop~dlifnaté

early warning systems for seven
Pacific Island countries, reflecting its
role as a proactive and supportive
global partner.

Internal Drivers of India’s
Climate Diplomacy

India’s climate diplomacy has
evolved significantly, influenced by
both domestic actions and inter-
national policy. Historically, India’s
international climate stance priori-
tized development and sovereignty
over climate action, arguing that
industrialized nations bore primary
responsibility for addressing climate
change. However, growing recog-
nition of climate change's threats to
India prompted a shift from climate
politics to climate policy in the late
2000s.

Scientific ~Knowledge and
Public Awareness : One of the main
domestic drivers of this shift was the
controversy over an erroneous
prediction of Himalayan glacier
melting by the IPCC, which led to
the establishment of the Indian
Network for Climate Change Assess-
ment in 2010. This initiative aimed to



generate unbiased, regionally focused
scientific knowledge on climate
change. Epistemic communities,
including scientists, academics, and
environmentalists, along with parlia-
mentarians, began challenging tradi-
tional positions, highlighting India’s
climate vulnerabilities. Increased
media coverage, particularly in
English-language outlets, also raised
public awareness, leading to greater
expectations for government account-
ability on environmental issues.

Key Personalities and Policy
Changes : Key personalities have
played crucial roles in altering India’s
climate diplomacy. Under Jairam
Ramesh, India adopted voluntary
emissions reduction targets and
moved away from the low per-capita
emissions argument, Ramesh also
facilitated the formation of the
BASIC countries (Brazil, South Africa,
India, and China) to protect deve-
loping nations’ interests in climate
negotiations. Domestically, he advo-
cated for aligning environment and
development goals, emphasizing
adherence to environmental regu-
lations and highlighting India’s
~yulnerability. to climate_change due
"t Vits ' "dependénce | o mionsoons,
glacial recession, and ecological
fragility.

Recognizing Co-benefits of
Mitigation Recognizing the co-
benefits of mitigation efforts has
been crucial in shaping India’s
climate diplomacy, especially under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
government has linked climate and
energy goals, driven by industry
support and engagement with the
Clean Development Mechanism of
the Kyoto Protocol. Mitigation
actions benefit sectors such as health,
poverty alleviation, and economic
growth through initiatives like
‘Make in India’, which emphasizes
clean energy. The government views
renewable energy as essential for
securing energy supplies, reducing
import dependence, and ensuring
energy access for all, reflecting its
strong support for the International
Solar Alliance (ISA).

External Drivers of India’s
Climate Diplomacy

India’s climate diplomacy has
been significantly shaped by inter-
national factors, complementing its
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internal shifts. These factors, inter-
twined with its foreign policy, have
driven India’s proactive stance in
global climate negotiations.

Foreign Policy Aspirations :
India’s foreign policy aspirations
have directly influenced its climate
diplomacy. As India seeks a larger
role in global governance, it has
moved towards more responsible
climate positions. Historically, India’s
commitment to ‘strategic autonomy’
kept it from forming beneficial
partnerships and participating fully
in global discussions on common
issues. However, the rise of emerg-
ing economies like India and China,
alongside the relative decline of the
West  post-2008  financial crisis,
encouraged India to assert greater
influence in forums such as climate
negotiations.  Engagements  with
groups like BASIC and BRICS have
allowed India to challenge the
traditionally Western-dominated
global order. Prime Minister Modi
has envisioned India not just as a
participant but as a potential leader
in climate action, advocating a prag-
matic approach that balances flexi-

sbility with.core nationaldnterests, .,
“ Vinternational -~ Pressure” and

Strategic Positioning : India has
faced international pressure to adopt
binding emissions reduction targets
since the Copenhagen Summit.
Despite the initial unity of the BASIC
countries in defending the principle
of Common but Differentiated Res-
ponsibilities (CBDR), this solidarity
weakened at the Cancun Summit
and beyond. Countries like Brazil
and South Africa aligned with other
regional groups, while China, the
world’s largest emitter since 2007,
began supporting a bottom-up
approach to mitigation. India, need-
ing China’s support but wary of
being associated with its high emis-
sions profile, found itself increas-
ingly isolated. The emergence of the
G-2 (US and China) and their joint
climate announcement in 2014
further sidelined India. Nevertheless,
India managed to secure the Paris
Agreement by emphasizing differen-
tiation, a diplomatic achievement
despite the opposition from deve-
loped countries.
Championing

Nations' Interests :
sistently championed the interests

Developing
India has con-

of developing nations, striving for
leadership on their behalf. It has
faced criticism from neighbours like
the Maldives and Bangladesh for
insufficient climate commitments,
while China has gained influence
among developing countries through
advancements in renewable energy
and strategic investments. Despite
this, India has strengthened its
global position through initiatives
like the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) and unwavering support for
the Paris Agreement. Modi's pro-
posals at the 2017 G-20 Summit and
his advocacy for collective climate
leadership underscore India’s com-
mitment to being an agenda-setter in
international climate governance,

Conclusion : India’s Collec-
tive Leadership Strategy

India’s strategy of collective
leadership, emphasizing mutual
interests and non-hierarchical co-
operation, aims to eliminate uncer-
tainties in global climate governance.
Domestically, India promotes energy
access for all, while internationally, it
underscores its environmental ethos
and rich history of conservation.

tions, India seeks to replace the zero-
sum model with a win-win approach
in global climate governance, groun-
ded in climate ethics and justice.
India’s climate diplomacy has evol-
ved from obstruction to conciliation,
positioning itself as a bridging nation
in international climate negotiations.
By strategically leveraging both
internal and external drivers, India
continues to enhance its role as a key
player in global climate governance,
committed to finding equitable and
sustainable solutions to climate
challenges.

Multiple Choice Questions

1.  Which major step did India take
in 2008 to address climate issues
domestically ?

(A) Launching the International
Solar Alliance

(B) Implementing voluntary
emission reduction targets

(C) Establishing the National
Action Plan on Climate Change
(D) Forming the BASIC coun-
tries group

Ans, (C)
Continued on Page 120
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Hnincorporated Sector of India

The unincorporated sector, also
known as the informal sector, com-
prises a large number of organisa-
tions and establishments that gene-
rate a significant portion of employ-
ment in the country. It covers both
rural and urban areas of India and
works to fill the gaps in national
account reporting. This allows the
government to have a complete
picture of the unincorporated sector
and its contributions to the national
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Annual Survey of Unincor-
porated Sector Enterprises
(ASUSE)

The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI)
released the key results of the
Annual Survey of Unincorporated
Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) for the

_referenc riods of April 2021 to

I &ﬁ?ﬁhe'sgo'z%?i?k%!}“-‘-!J';ﬁﬂ%h}'i?ih@
October 2022 to September 2023
(ASUSE 2022-23).

The unincorporated non-agri-
cultural sector plays a pivotal role
in the Indian economy contributing,
significantly to employment, Gross
Domestic Product and the overall
socio-economic landscape. The sector
also supports the incorporated sector
by acting as suppliers and service
providers, thereby forming an inte-
gral part of the domestic value chain.

Background of ASUSE

According to a report the Stand-
ing Committee on Economic Statistics
(SCES), formed in December 2019,
was renamed the Standing Com-
mittee on Statistics (SCoS) on July 13,
2023. The committee was formed to
discuss the ASUSE reports that had
not been released. The committee
held its first meeting towards the
end of July, which was chaired by
Chief Statistician and former chair-
man of the National Statistical Com-
mission Pronab Sen. The committee's
aim was to review the framework
and address issues raised in relation
to all surveys. Moreover, the com-
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mittee has to advise on survey
methodology and finalise results,
among other responsibilities.

In order to realistically capture
the economic and operational dyna-
mics of unincorporated sector,
ASUSE was conceptualized by the
National Sample Survey Office
(NSSQO) for exclusively measuring
various economic and operational
characteristics of unincorporated
non-agricultural establishments in
manufacturing, trade and other ser-
vices sectors (excluding construc-
tion). Data from ASUSE will help in
the compilation of  National
Accounts Statistics and also to gauge
the demand-side  employment
scenario in the sector. It will also
help in meeting the requirements of
different Ministries, such as the
Ministry of Micro, Small and

Medium __Enterprises . (MSME),

4
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Labour and Employment, etc.
Additionally, this data is essential for
policymakers, researchers and other
stakeholders to better understand
and support this crucial segment of
the economy.

Effect of Covid Pandemic on
the First Full-fledged Survey
of ASUSE (ASUSE 2021-22)

The survey period of ASUSE
2021-22, particularly the period April
—June, 2021, has been severely
impacted by the second wave of the
pandemic and, in tumn, the survey
got hampered to a great extent. As a
result, the overall annual aggregate
estimates of ASUSE 2021-22 were
affected. In this context, Table 1
below separately gives the contri-
bution of different survey periods
(canvassing period), Le, April-June
2021, July-September 2021, October -
December 2021 and January-March
2022 to the total estimated number of
establishments and workers.

Table 1 shows that the first
quarter of the survey, i.c.,, April-June
2021 has suffered the most due to the
pandemic and reported a very less

number of establishments and
workers. The overall annual esti-
mates also got affected to a great
extent due to this. It appears that the
unincorporated manufacturing,
trade and other service activities
were hit by the second wave of the
pandemic badly; however, the
situation improved gradually from
July 2021 onwards.

Table 1 : Contribution of
Survey Periods to the Esti-
mated Number of Establish-

ment and Workers in ASUSE
2021-22* (All India)
(in "00)
: :::.‘;:f; Estimated
ey number of
Period establish- .
ment
1 2 3
April-June 323 85 620,{
ne
July-Sept- 1,73,904 2,84,152
ember 2021
October- 1,80,957 296,348
December
2021
January- 1,91,843 312,759
March 2022
Total 5,97,027 9,78,879 |
“ Reference period : April, 2021-

March, 2022

Key Highlights from ASUSE
2021-22 and ASUSE 2022-23
Results

Resilient Growth of Unincorporated

Sector :

® The results exhibit the resilience
shown by the unincorporated
sector after the COVID pan-
demic shock. The total number
of establishments in the sector
increased from 597 crore in
2021-22 to 6-50 crore in 2022-23,
representing a 5887 annual
growth.

® Among the broad sectors under
coverage, the number of esta-
blishments in the other services
sector grew annually by 15-12%,
indicating a robust sectoral




expansion, while the number of
manufacturing establishments
increased by 2:22% reflecting a
gradual opening up of the sector
after the pandemic period.

@® During the same period, the
Gross Value Added (GVA)
which is a key indicator of eco-
nomic performance witnessed
an annual growth of 9-83%. The
major contributors to this GVA
growth may be attributed to
manufacturing and other ser-
vice sectors. While the manu-
facturing GVA increased by
19-14%  annually, for other
services, GVA grew by 18-90%.

Expanding Labour Market

and Employment Opportuni-

ties
The unincorporated non-agri-

cultural sector employed about 11

crore workers from October 2022 to

September 2023, up from 9-8 crore in

2021-22, showing a healthy labour

market growth. This 7-84% annual

growth demonstrates the sector’s
capacity to generate employment.
Sector-wise, the estimated num-
ber of establishments and workers
from these two years are shown in
Eigtre /1 and Figlir &2 téspedtifely | ¢

Table 2 : Key Indicators of ASUSE 2021-22 and ASUSE 2022-23
(All India)

“pertaining to market establishments)3).

ASUSE 2021-22 ASUSE 2022-23
Indicator (April 2021~ (Oct. 2022-Sept.
March 2022) 2023)
1 2 3
Number of Establishments (in "00) 5,97,027 6,50,484
Number of Workers (in 00) 9,78,879 10,96,260
Gross Value Added (% crore)* 13,40,046 15,42,400
Gross Value of Output (GVO)* (%) per | 3,98,304 4,63,389
Establishment
GVA (T) per Establishment” (T) 2,25,362 2,38,168
GVA per Worker” () 1,38,207 1,41,769

® The maximum annual growth in
employment during the period
was observed in other services
sector (13-42%) followed by the
manufacturing sector (6:34%).

® Majority of the workers in the
non-agricultural unincorporated
sector are informal workers. The
survey shows that the average
annual earnings for informal
workers rose to ¥ 1,10,982 in
2022-23 from ¥ 1,06,381 in 2021-
22. This reflects an improved
wage conditions in the informal
‘segtor ' '

Figure 1: Estimated Number of Establishments (in *00)
W ASUSE 2021-22 ASUSE 2022-23

7,00,000
6,00,000 8,50,484
500,000 j .
4,00,000 —
3,56,433 [
== =
Rural Urban r All-India I

Figure 2: Estimated Number of Workers (in *00)
W ASUSE 2021-22 | ASUSE 2022-23
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Improved Productivity

® Gross Value Added (GVA) per
worker which is a measure of
labour productivity of the
sector, rose to ¥ 1,41,769 in 2022-
23 from ¥ 1,38,207 in 2021-22.
During the same period, the
Gross Value of Output (GVO)
per establishment also increased
from ¥ 3,98,304 to T 4,63,389.

® This indicates an increased
productivity with more efficient
use of resources including
labour, which is critical for
sustained economic. growth.and
compefifiveness. :

® Annual estimates of key indica-
tors (value figures in current
price), of ASUSE 2022-23 and
ASUSE 2021-22 are given in
Table 2 below. EDargan

Continued from Page 118

2.  What was one of the significant
shifts in India's climate diplo-
macy under the current regime ?
(A) Prioritizing coal production
goals
(B) Launching the Indian Net-
work for Climate Change Assess-
ment
(C) Integrating climate change
into India’s foreign policy
(D) Adopting the per capita
emissions argument
Ans. (Q)

Subjective Question
Question : Discuss the evolution
of India’s climate diplomacy from
the 1992 climate change negotiations
till the recent years. Highlight the
key internal and external factors that
influenced this transformation.
Pligan
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wooden artefacts in the world. So, Schéningen stands out
I Indian H'Storyf Art & Culture I due to its number and variety of wooden tools.

Overall, the discoveries at Schéningen offer valuable
Was the Stone Age actually the Age of insights into the technological complexity of early human
Wood ? societies and the crucial role of wood in their daily lives,

challenging previous perceptions and enriching our
understanding of prehistoric cultures.

Reason for Discussion
Recent research has shed new light on the Stone Age,

suggesting that it might as accurately be described as the Questions for Prelims
‘Wood Age'. Q. 1. Which period is characterized by the use of
Evidence of Wooden Tools : A study of wooden rudimentary stone tools and a hunter-gatherer lifestyle ?
artefacts excavated from a coal mine in Schéningen, iy Neolithic period  (B) Mesolithic period
Germany, dating back around 300,000-400,000 years, (€) Palacolithic period (D) None of these

Ans. (C)
Q. 2. Recent research suggests that the Stone Age might
as accurately be described as the 'Wood Age' due to :
(A) The absence of stone tools from the archaeological
record
(B) The discovery of advanced wooden tools in
Schoéningen, Germany

revealed that these were not simply ‘sharpened sticks’
but ‘technologically advanced tools’ requiring skill,
precision, and time to build. The artefacts demonstrated
a broad spectrum of wood-working techniques, include-
ing splitting, scraping, and abrasion.

® Even older wood artefacts made by ancient humans

hav‘e been found in Africa and the Middle East, (C) The lack of evidence for woodworking in prehi-
dating back 780,000 years. storic cultures

@® There is also indirect evidence, in the form of use- (D) None of the above
wear on human stone tools, indicating that our Ans (B)

FO Fantestorsavreayaod yorking 152 illidm ysars o S
Periodising Human Prehistory : Human ‘history”
began with the advent of writing. Everything before that
is ‘prehistory’, studied primarily using archaeological
evidence.

Pohty, Governance and Social .Iustlce

Coalition Government

® The Stone Age, a long prehistoric period charac-

. : Reason for Discussion
terized by the use of stone tools, is part of human

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took oath along with 71

prehistory. ministers of the new coalition government.

® The Stone Age is further divided into three periods:
Palaeolithic (Old Stone Age), Mesolithic (Middle The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secured 240 seats in
Stone Age), and Neolithic (New Stone Age). the Lok Sabha, falling 32 seats short of a majority (i.c., 272

® The Palaeolithic period, lasting until about 6,000- seats). However, with the support of its coalition part-
4,000 BP (Before Present), is characterized by the use ners, it was able to form a coalition government known
of rudimentary stone tools and a hunter-gatherer ~as the National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
lifestyle. About Coalition Government : A coalition govern-
@® The Mesolithic period is a transitional phase, while ment is a government formed jointly by more than one
the Neolithic period, which first began roughly political party.
12,000 BP in West Asia, is characterized by settled ® This typically occurs when no single party has a

agriculture and the domestication of animals. clear working majority in the legislative body

Preservation Bias and Woodworking : Archaeo- following a general election.
logical evidence forms the basis of the Stone Age @ In such a scenario, political parties may decide to
classification, with excavated sites unearthing stone tools form a coalition government to share power and
of different degrees of sophistication. govern collectively.

The absence of wooden remains from the Palaco- @ For example, present NDA government comprises
lithic period is attributed to preservation bias, as wood of TDP (Chandra Babu Naidu), JD(U) (Nitish
deteriorates and rarely survives, distorting our view of Kumar), SHS (Eknath Shinde) and Lok Janashakti
antiquity. Party (Chirag Paswan) etc.

Significance of Schéningen reveals : Due to the @ This arrangement allows for a power-sharing agree-
damp and oxygen-less conditions of the site’s soil, wood ment of the executive, where members of all parties
and other organic matter could not decompose—leading in the coalition government are appointed to the
to the most well-preserved assemblage of prehistoric cabinet. For Example, Chirag Paswan-Food Pro-
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cessing Industries and Kinjarapu Ram Mohan

Naidu (TDP) got Civil Aviation ministry.
® Coalitions can be either (a) pre-poll or (b) post-

election. Generally, member political parties in a

coalition form a political alliance and adopt a com-

mon programme.

® The main aim of a coalition government is to ensure
majority control of the Parliament or Legislative
assembly and the implementation of a common
minimum programme.

Features of a Coalition Government : In India, a
coalition government is a form of government in which
political parties cooperate to form a government :

@® Representativeness : It has strengthened Indian
federalism by giving regional parties a significant
role in national politics, leading to greater attention
to regional issues and development.

@® Inclusion of Smaller Parties : Smaller parties with
few seats can also become part of the government in
a coalition government.

® Temporary Alliance : It is a form of government
that comes together when no single party has won a
majority in an election, and it is a temporary solu-
tion to such a situation.

@® Policy Coherence and Stability : Stability is
achieved through effective management of coalition
partners and adhering to the Common Minimum
Program (CMPF).

Positive Impacts of Coalition Government in

India

is more representative and acceptable to the people
than a monolithic majoritarian government, espe-
cially in a diverse country like India.

® Countering Authoritarianism and Concentration of
Power : During the 1960s and 1970s, India experi-
enced one-party dominance, leading to concerns
about authoritarianism and concentration of power.
The emergence of coalition governments has acted
as a check on authoritarian tendencies, promoting a
more pluralistic and inclusive decision-making pro-
cess.

® Limiting Arbitrary Use of Article 356 : The inter-
dependence on state parties within coalition govern-
ments has reduced the arbitrary use of Article 356 to
dismiss opposition parties in power at the state
level.

This has contributed to a more balanced and co-
operative relationship between the centre and the
states, fostering a healthier federal structure.

@ Inclusivity in Decision-making Process : The pre-
sence of diverse socio-economic ideological parties
within coalition governments has facilitated a more
balanced and inclusive national decision-making
process, countering the concentration of power and
promoting a more democratic governance structure.

® Encouraging Market Liberalization and Fiscal
Competition : Coalition governments have played a
role in shaping market liberalisation policies, lead-
ing to changes in fiscal relations between the centre
and states.
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This has created an environment where states
compete for investments, fostering economic growth
and development,

Negative Impacts of Coalition Government
in India

@® Regional Interests Overriding National Interest :

Regional parties within coalition governments often
prioritize their own regional, geographical, and
economic interests over national priorities.

This can lead to situations where regional demands
override the broader national interest, impacting
areas such as foreign policy and energy distribution.

® Challenges in Building Consensus : Building con-

sensus on conflicting issues and ideas across the
political spectrum can be challenging within coali-
tion governments.

For instance, the implementation of major reforms
like the Goods and Services Tax (GST) has been
hindered by the need to accommodate diverse
interests and ideologies, leading to delays and com-
plexities in decision-making.

® Impact on Economic Governance and Federal

Structure : The dynamics of coalition politics have
influenced economic governance and the federal
structure of India.

While measures such as the 14th Finance Commis-
sion and the replacement of the Planning Commis-
sion with NITI Aayog aimed at greater devolution of
power to the state and local levels through com-
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impact and effectiveness of thesé measures have
been subject to the complexities of coalition politics.

® Financial and Political Autonomy : The influence of

regional parties in coalition governments has led to
demands for financial and political autonomy to
make their own development plans according to
regional demands and needs.

This has resulted in less interference of the central
government on state list subjects, impacting the
balance of power and decision-making processes.

Questions for Prelims

Q. 1. Which of the following is CORRECT about coali-
tion form of government ?

(A) Sharing of power at different levels

(B) Sharing of power by different social groups

(C) Sharing of power by two or more political parties

(D) None of the above

Ans. (C)

Q. 2. What happens if a coalition government colla-
pses ?

(A) A new election is automatically called

(B) A confidence vote is held or a motion of no
confidence is taken

(C) The government continues without any changes
(D) The coalition is automatically renewed
Ans, (B)

Practice Question for UPSC Mains :

Q. Discuss the challenges and implications of coalition
governments in the Indian context ?




Alternative Methods of Voting Under the
RPA 1951

Reason for Discussion

The Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RPA)
establishes general rules for voting, requiring voters to vote
in person at their designated polling station using Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs). However, special exceptions are
made for certain categories of voters to ensure that everyone
can exercise their franchise.

Postal Ballots : ‘Postal ballot’ voting allows voters
who cannot be physically present in polling stations to
vote remotely, as specified in Section 60 of the RPA. This
method differs from normal voting in three ways :
® Polling takes place outside the polling station.
® It takes place without EVMs (EDC voters are an

exception).

® Polling takes place before the designated poll date in
the constituency.

As per Rule 18 of The Conduct of Election Rules,
1961, the following classes of persons are entitled to vote
by postal ballot :
® Special voters, including individuals holding

declared office under Section 20(4) of RPA, such as

the President, Vice President, Governors, Cabinet

Ministers, and their spouses.

@ Service voters, including members of the Indian
armed forces, paramilitary forces, armed state police
members serving outside their state, or government
employees stationed abroad, and their spouses

FORMbreiN&Wspapers & Magazines

@® Voters on election duty, including Commission’s
observers, presiding officers, polling officers, agents,
police personnel, and public servants assigned
official tasks on polling day.

® Electors subjected to preventive detention.

® Absentee voters under Section 60(c) of RPA, 1951,
including senior citizens aged 85+, persons with
disabilities having at least 40% disability, Covid-19
suspect or affected persons, and persons employed
in essential services.

Those eligible for postal voting must submit a
formal application to the Returning Officer within a set
timeframe. Service voters and electors under Preventive
Detention automatically receive postal ballots. In 2016,
Rule 23 was amended to introduce the Electronically
Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS) for Service
Voters, speeding up the delivery of postal ballots.

Facilitation Centres, Postal Voting Centres : Rule
18A, introduced in 2022, mandates voters on election
duty to vote at designated Facilitation Centers using
postal ballots. Similarly, an appropriate venue and room
for the Postal Voting Centre (PVC) are identified to
facilitate voting by absent voters in the Essential Services
(AVES) category.

Home Voting : For absentee voters over 85 (AVSC),
PwD (AVPD), and AVCO, Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
deliver Form 12D and compulsorily obtain acknowledge-
ments from them. Teams consisting of two poll officers, a
police security officer, a micro-observer, and a video-
grapher are formed for home voting,.
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Miscellaneous

@ Voting in a Different Polling Centre : A person on
election duty deployed in the same constituency
where they are enrolled as a voter can receive an
Election Duty Certificate (EDC) to vote at a polling
station through EVM where they are on duty. If they
are on duty in another constituency, they are
entitled only to a postal ballot.

® Proxy Voting : Service voters in the Armed and
paramilitary forces can vote either by proxy or postal
ballot.

@® Assisted Voting : If an elector is unable to vote due
to blindness or other disability, the Presiding Officer
may allow them to bring a companion over 18 into
the voting booth to record a vote on their behalf.

Questions for Prelims

Q. 1. For which category of voters is home voting facili-
tated, involving the delivery of Form 12D and the formation
of specific teams for the voting process ?

(A) Voters above 60 years of age

(B) Absentee voters over 85, persons with disabilities,
and those employed in essential services
Voters residing in remote areas
Voters who are unable to visit polling stations due
to personal reasons
Ans. (B)

Q. 2. Which of the following is NOT a way in which
postal ballot voting differs from normal voting ?

(A) Polling takes place outside the polling station.

(B) It takes place without EVMs.
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(D) Polling takes place before the designated poll date
in the constituency.

Ans. (C)

Q. 3. Consider the following statements under Rule 18 of

The Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 :

1. Special voters, including individuals
declared office under Section 20(4) of RPA.

2. Only service voters, including members of the
Indian armed forces, paramilitary forces, and armed
state police members serving outside their state.

3. Voters on election duty, including Commission’s
observers, presiding officers, polling officers, agents,
police personnel, and public servants assigned
official tasks on polling day.

How many of the above classes are entitled to vote by

postal ballot ?

(A) Only one

(B) All three

Ans. (C)

(©
(D)

holding

(B) Only two
(D) None

| Science & Technology I

Al Agents

Reason for Discussion

The recently launched GPT-40 by OpenAl and Project
Astra are examples of Al agents. Both models have the ability
to process audio and visual inputs in real-time and engage in
instant conversations with users. These Al agents are consi-
dered to be far superior to conventional voice assistants like
Alexa, Siri, and Google Assistant.




About AT agents : Al Agents are intelligent systems
that perceive their environment through sensors, process
information using algorithms or Al models, and take
actions based on that information.

@® They are capable of processing real-world inputs,
such as audio and visual data, and providing intelli-
gent responses and assistance to users.

@ Currently, they are used in fields such as gaming,
robotics, virtual assistants, autonomous vehicles, etc.
Working of AI agents : For example, when a user

interacts with an Al agent through voice, the agent uses

automatic speech recognition (ASR) technology to
convert the user's speech into text.

@ It then applies natural language processing (NLP)
techniques to understand the meaning of the text
and generate a response.

® The response can be in the form of text, voice, or
even visual information, depending on the modality
of interaction.

Al agents are different from large language
models : Al agents, such as the GPT40 and Project Astra,
differ from large language models (LLMs) like GPT-3
and GPT-4.

@ Interactivity and Immersion : Al agents are desig-
ned to provide instantaneous, real-time conversa-
tions with users, making interactions more natural
and immersive. They can understand and respond
to voice commands, process visual information, and
even interact with the environment through sensors.

@ _Contextual Awareness Unlike LLMs Al agent-.

U Mhave GHeabitify o undbkdfand’ and 1éariClrdm! (he
context of interactions. This allows them to provide
more relevant and personalized responses based on
the conversation history and user preferences.

@® Autonomy and Task Performance : While LLMs are
limited to generating text output, Al agents can
perform complex tasks autonomously. They can go
beyond generating text and perform actions such as
coding, data analysis, and physical tasks when
integrated with robotic systems.

@® Maultimodal Capabilities : Al agents, like GPT-4,
can process and generate both language and images,
making them multimodal models. This enables them
to understand and respond to different types of
input data, enhancing their versatility in various
applications.

Potential Uses of Al Agents

® Customer Service : Al agents can be used in
customer service to offer round-the-clock support,
personalized interactions, and efficient handling of
inquiries and complaints,

They can provide seamless natural interactions and

resolve queries instantly without the need for

human intervention.

® Education and Training : Al agents can act as
personal tutors, customizing themselves based on a
student's learning style and offering tailored
instructions.

They can provide individualised support and assis-

tance in the learning process.
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@ Healthcare : Al agents can assist medical profes-
sionals by providing real-time analysis, diagnostic
support, and patient monitoring.

Jd  They can analyse medical records and imaging
data, suggest treatment options, and even
predict patient outcomes.

J Al agents enhance patient care through per-
sonalised medicine and remote monitoring
systems.

® Intelligent Personal Assistants : Al agents can serve
as intelligent personal assistants, helping users with
various tasks such as scheduling appointments,
sending messages, and setting reminders.

Examples of intelligent personal assistants include

Siri, Alexa, and Google Assistant.

Autonomous Robots : Al agents can be designed to

operate autonomously in the physical world.

d  They can perform tasks such as cleaning,
sorting, and delivering goods.

d  Examples of autonomous robots include the
Roomba vacuum cleaner and the Amazon
delivery robot.

Risks and Challenges of AI agents

® Privacy and Security : As Al agents gain access to
more personal data and environmental information,
there is a risk of privacy breaches and security
vulnerabilities. The integration of Al-based surveil-
lance systems, for example, raises concerns about the
potential mrrmgement of ind \ndual prn acy and

® Bias and Discrimination : Al agents can carry
forward biases from their training data or algori-
thms, leading to unfair or discriminatory outcomes.

When Al systems are trained on biased data, they

may make decisions that discriminate against certain

individuals or groups based on factors such as race,
gender, age, or sexual orientation.
® Ethical Use : The ethical use of Al is a significant

challenge. Al technologies should be used in a

responsible and ethical manner, prioritizing indivi-

dual privacy, civil liberties, and human rights.

® Unintended Consequences : The rapid advance-
ment of Al capabilities brings the risk of unintended
consequences. Al systems can have unforeseen
impacts on various aspects of society, including
employment, social dynamics, and decision-making
processes.

While Al agents showcase immense potential for the
future, they are not without risks. Therefore, the esta-
blishment of regulations and governance frameworks is
crucial for the responsible deployment of Al systems.
These frameworks address as privacy,
security, bias, and discrimination, ensuring that Al
technologies benefit society while upholding individual
rights and freedoms. Efforts from organizations like the
Partnership on AI and responsible AI practices from
companies like Google contribute to the development of
best practices and transparency in Al development and

issues such

use,



Practice Question for UPSC Mains :

without risks’. In light of this, discuss the benefits and
challenges associated with Al agents in Indian context.

Question for Prelims

Q. 1. Consider the following statements :

1. GPT-4o by OpenAl and Project Astra by Google
have been powered by Al agents,

2. Al agents can create meaningful short stories and
songs.

3. Al agents are far superior to conventional voice
assistants like Alexa.

4. Al to predict responses to immunotherapy in
cancer patients.

How many of the above statements are correct ?

(A) Only one (B) Only two
(C) Only three (D) All four
Ans. (D)

Q. ‘While Al agents offer great potential, they are not

Carboxysomes in Algae are Helpful in Photo-
synthesis

University of Science and Technology has made a significant
discovery regarding the functionality of carboxysomes.

Reason for Discussion
Recently, a team of researchers led by the Hong Kong

About Carboxysomes : Carboxysomes are organelles

made up of proteins that are primarily found in cyano-
bacteria & some chemoautotrophic bacteria.
@® They act as microcompartments, gruviding a pro-

=0 Hedtive envifdnmerit ffor [the"én

converting carbon dioxide into organic compounds
during photosynthesis or chemical synthesis.

@® The carboxysomes have a polyhedral shape and
consist of a protein shell that encloses the enzymes
and carbonic anhydrase molecules.

® The outer shell is composed of various proteins,
including hexameric and pentameric proteins that
form the facets and vertices of the polyhedral
structure.

The importance of
carboxysomes : They

become evident when
considering their role

in

They concentrate car-
bon dioxide around
the Rubisco enzyme,
thereby enhancing the
efficiency of photosyn-

carbon  fixation.

thesis or chemosynthesis.

By sequestering Rubisco and other enzymes invol-
ved in carbon fixation within a confined space,
carboxysomes prevent unwanted reactions and
optimize metabolic pathways.

These structures are particularly abundant in cyano-
bacteria, where they play a central role in carbon
fixation during photosynthesis.

Additionally, some chemoautotrophic bacteria, such
as those found in deep-sea hydrothermal vents, also
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utilize carboxysomes for carbon fixation through
chemosynthesis.

Understanding the structure and function of carbo-
xysomes could provide valuable insights for engi-
neering plants or microorganisms with enhanced
carbon fixation capabilities.

This, in turn, could aid in carbon sequestration and
help mitigate climate change.

So, carboxysomes in algae play a crucial role in

photosynthesis by concentrating carbon dioxide (CO,)
around the enzyme responsible for its fixation, RuBisCO.
This concentration increases the efficiency of CO, fixa-
tion, allowing algae to photosynthesise more effectively,
especially in environment with low CO, levels, like
underwater.

Questions for Prelims

Q. 1. What is the main function of carboxysomes ?

(A) Energy production

(B) Waste disposal

(C) Carbon fixation during photosynthesis or chemo-
synthesis

(D) Protein synthesis

Ans. (C)

Q. 2. Consider the following statement regarding

carboxysomes :

1. It converts carbon dioxide into organic compounds
during photosynthesis or chemical synthesis.

2. They concentrate carbon dioxide around the
enzyme responsible for its fixation, RuBisCO.

3. It,could aid in carb ; stration .and  hel
https didplegramisne/Papermagzine

4. They regulate the pH of the cell.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(A) 1and2 (B) 2and 3

(C) 1,2and 3 (D) 1,2and 4

Ans. (C)

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)

Reason for Discussion
The global MRI systems market is projected to reach

$6.6 billion by 2028, demonstrating significant growth and
potential due to its significant role in medical science and
human body applications.

About MRI : Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is

used to obtain images of soft tissues within the body.
Soft tissue is any tissue that hasn’t become harder
through calcification.

Non-Invasive Dia-
gnostic  Imaging
Procedures : It is a
non-invasive diag-
nostic procedure
widely used to
image the brain,
the cardiovascular
system, the spinal
cord and joints,
various muscles,
the liver, arteries, etc.

Continued on Page 128



*  Which writ is issued to quash the order of a Court or
Tribunal in the Indian Constitution? ~ —Certiorari
* During the emergency,
remain suspended except
—Fundamental Rights under Articles 20 and 21

* Inan EVM, VVPAT stands for
—Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
*  Central Vigilance Commission was set up on the
recommendation of —Santhanam Committee
*  Which article of the Indian Constitution constitutes
Indian Parliament comprising the President, Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha ? —Article 79
* Enlargement of the jurisdicton of the Supreme
Court can be made through —Article 138
* The removal process of Supreme Court and high
courts judges is mainly inspired in the Indian
Constitution from —The US Constitution
% Which Article of the Indian Constitution deals with

the fundamental rights
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Court ? —Article 143

*  Which writ in the literal sense means ‘By what

authority or warrant’ ? —Quo-Warranto

*  Which part of the Indian Constitution deals with the
services under the Union and the States ?

—Part 14

—

Indian National Movement

*  Which Indian leader founded the Deccan Sabha ?
—Gopal Krishna Gokhale
*  Which Congress leader was sentenced four months
imprisonment for denouncing the British Govern-
ment over the issue of Maharaja of Kolhapur in
18827 —Bal Gangadhar Tilak
*  Which Indian leader dubbed Congress meetings as
“the annual national festival of educated Indians ?
—Lala Lajpat Rai
*  Who made a comment about the Government of
India act, 1935, “We are provided with a car, all
brakes and no engine” ? —Jawaharlal Nehru
* Resolutions on Fundamental Rights and National
Economic Programme were adopted in INC Session
presided over by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at
—Karachi in 1931
*  Who wrote the manifesto of the HRA under the title
of ‘The Revolutionary’ ? —Sachindra Nath Sanyal
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N

*

The Indian National Congress passed a ‘Non-co-
operation Movement’ resolution in September 1920
at a special INC Session in
—~Calcutta (Kolkata)
Who was the President of a provisional government
of free India, set up in Kabul ?
—Raja Mahendra Pratap
Who wrote, “My policy, ever since | came to India,
has been to reduce the Congress to impotence” ?
—Lord Curzon
Who was the Governor-General of British India at
the time of Surat split of the Indian National
Congress ? —Lord Minto II

eSS/ HER

e

History and Culture of India

Py

Who was the Pallava King when Chinese traveller
Hiuen Tsang visited Kanchi ?
—Narsimhavarman I

The ruins of Vijayanagar (Hampi) were bmught to
in 1800 by a British s _&lrvgor named

egram.me/Faggiageine
‘Aitareya’ and ‘Kaushitiki” Brahmanas are asso-
ciated with —Rig Veda

What was the name of the capital of Chedi Maha-
janapada in ancient India ? —Suktimati

Which famous ancient Buddhist text contains an
account of emperor Ashoka ? —Mahavamsa

The four Rajput clans associated
Agnikula theory are

—Chauhans, Chalukyas, Parmaras and Pratiharas
Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah founded the state of

with the Rajput

Hyderabad in —1724 AD
The University of Nalanda was set up by Gupta
ruler —Kumaragupta I

Who is the writer of the book "Humayun Nama’ ?
—Gulbadan Begum

The Second Anglo-Mysore War came to an end with
the Treaty of Mangalore in —March 1784

—

Economic Affairs of India

*

*

*

Who assumed charge as the President of CII 2024-
257 —Sanjiv Puri

Dileep Sanghani was re-elected as the Chairman of
—IFFCO

Which public sector company has been granted the

Navratna status recently ? —IREDA



* What was the theme of International Nurses Day
2024 7

—'Our Nurses Our Future, The Economic
Power of Care’

* Capital deepening refers to
—Going for more fixed capital per worker
*  In the extreme case of liquidity trap
—Price of bond will be low
* Normalized Poverty Gap (NPG) is measured as a
ratio of —Average poverty gap to poverty line
*  The apex organization of industrial finance in India
is —IDBI Bank
* Who recently became the President of the GST
Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) ?
—TJustice (Retd.) Sanjaya Kumar Mishra

*  What is India’s rank on the WEF Travel & Tourism
Development Index 2024 ? —39th rank

j— a

Geography (India and the World)

*

Which states of India share border with Myanmar ?

—Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur
and Mizoram
* Pre-monsoon showers in Kerala and Karnataka are
generally referred to as —Mango showers
*  The atmosphere is mainly heated by the

—Long-wave Ietreslnal radxatmn

FPRWRLE NewRear Strip 2
—Mediterranean sea
—Chhattisgarh
*  Baffin Island Current is a cold ocean current of
—The Arctic Ocean
* ‘Yokuts’ and ‘Samoyeds’ are major tribes of

% Bailadila mines are located in

—Siberia
*  The Red Indians or the American Indians belong to
—Mongoloid race
*  Which state of India is also referred to as ‘Molasses
Basin” ? —Mizoram
*  The Shan and the Kayah plateaus are located in
—Myanmar

%  ‘Plum Pudding Model’ for an atom was proposed
by —]J.J. Thomson

*  ‘Altitude sickness’ is caused at high altitude due to
—Low partial pressure of oxygen
*  The SI unit of mechanical power is —Watt
* Chromium oxide in paints makes the colour of paint
—Green
*  Which acid’s accumulation in the muscles of sprin-
ters leads to cramp ? —Lactic acid
% The pigment that protects plants from damage by
UV radiation is —~Carotenoid
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* A simple periscope functions on the basis of the
phenomenon of —Reflection of light

* The deficiency of potassium in blood causes
—Hypokalemia disease
*  Angstrom is the unit for measuring the wavelength
of —Light

*  Deficiency of Vitamin B1 (Thiamine) causes
—Beri-Beri

ad P i . Parg—
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Agriculture

* ‘Gootee’ is a suitable method of vegetative pro-
pagation of —Litchi

* National Research Centre for Grapes is located in
—Pune (Maharashtra)

*  Which variety of wheat has been developed through
induced mutation ? —Sharbati Sonara

*  Diammonium phosphate is a major example of
—Complex fertilizer
* Marginal farmers are those farmers who have land
—Below one hectare
*  ‘Suprabha’ and ‘Surabhi’ are the varieties of
—Ginger
* Central Food Technology Research Institute is
located in —Mysuru
* C,uava ’I—bend -45' is the cross of

- hitps. //telegrars-AnahabadiSateda and 145 ¢

* Yel]ow colour in turmeric is caused due to the
presence of —Curcumin
* The pH range of Alkali/ Sodic soil is —=8-5to 10

Environment, Biodiversity,

Climate Change etc.

*  Which country became the 99th member of Inter-
national Solar Alliance (ISA) ? —Spain

* Where was the World Hydrogen Summit 2024
organized ? —Rotterdam, the Netherlands

#*  Which day was declared as the International Day of
the Markhor by the UN General Assembly ?

—May 24
* What was the theme of the 26th World Energy
Congress in Rotterdam ?

— ‘Redesigning Energy for People and Planet’
* In an ecosystem, flow of energy declines as it passes
from lower to higher tropic level. This rule is
explained by —Second law of thermodynamics
* Who gave the concept of ‘Environmental Determi-
nism’ ? —Friedrich Ratzel

* Endangered plant species are conserved through
—Gene bank
* Who first gave the stand still theory of origin of
coral reefs ? —Murray



*  The Song of the Dodo is a book on environment and
ecology written by —David Quammen

*  Which is the basic input of energy in an ecosystem ?
—Solar radiation

Communication

*  Verbal instruction is an example of
—Informal communication
*  Public communication tends to occur within a more
—Convenient structure
* The most important limitation of information flow
theory is —Source-dominance
* Inter-personal relations are based on
—Similar views
* In a market-oriented media environment, audiences
are considered as —~Consumers
* Rate of speech, pitch and volume of voice are the
main aspects of —Paralanguage
* In a classroom, a communicator’s trust level is
determined by —Eye contact
*  Who gave the circular model of communication ?
—Wilbur Schramm
* The study of touching behaviour in non-verbal
communication is called —Haptics
*  High predictability in communication will lead to
—Redundancy

VG
FVores g ks s
*  Which team chnched IPL 2024 title ?
—Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
* The United Nations declared May 25 as the
—World Football Day
* Which team clinched the Europa League title this
year ? —Atalanta
* Which team clinched Thomas Cup and Uber Cup
2024 titles ? —China
*  Who became 85th Chess Grandmaster of India ?
—P. Shayaamnikhil
* Which team emerged champion of Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup 2024 ? —Japan
% Iga Swiatek, Aryana Sabalenka and Coco Gauff are
famous women players associated with the game of
—Lawn Tennis

* Who was adjudged the most valuable player of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 tournament ?
—Sunil Narine (KKR)
* ‘Caddy’, ‘Bunker’ and ‘Put hole” are the terms asso-
ciated with the game of
*  FIH is the global governing body of

—Golf
—Hockey

* Which book won the International Booker Prize
20242 —Kairos
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* 7th edition of India-France Joint Military Exercise
SHAKTI was organized in —Meghalaya

* Who became the youngest Indian to climb Mount
Everest from Nepal side? —Kaamya Karthikeyan

* Who became the oldest Indian woman to climb
Mount Everest ? —Jyoti Ratre

* Chat GPT was developed by —Open Al
*  The first successful attempt to tap underground heat

was made in —Boise, Idaho (USA)

* Who is the author of the book “The Brief History of

Time'? —Stephen Hawking
World Tsunami Awareness Day is observed on

—November 5

Which film won Palme d’Or at the 77th Cannes Film

Festival ? —Anora

The 10th World Water Forum was organized
recently in —Bali, Indonesia

FDarpan
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® Important in the observation and treatment of
certain cancers : [Is use is particularly important in
the observation and treatment of certain cancers,
including prostate and rectal cancer, and to track
neurological conditions including Alzheimer’s,
dementia, epilepsy, and stroke.

Functional MRI (fMRI) and Neuronal Activity :
Researchers have also used MRI scans of changes in
blood. flow to,infer. the way. thesactiyity mf neurons -,
i$ changing in the brain; in this form, the ecﬁmque_' "
is called functional MRI.

® Understanding the Impact of Strong Magnetic

Fields : The strong magnetic fields employed in MRI

scans can pose significant risks to individuals with

embedded metallic objects (like shrapnel) and
metallic implants, including pacemakers, may not

be able to undergo MRI scans. In fact, if they have a

credit card in their pocket, the magnetic fields will

wipe its magnetic strip.

Working of MRI : An MRI procedure reveals an
image of a body part using the hydrogen atoms in that
part. A hydrogen atom is simply one proton with one
electron around it. These atoms are all spinning, with
axes pointing in random directions. Hydrogen atoms are
abundant in fat and water, which are present almost
throughout the body.

Question for Prelims

Q. Which of the following statements about the impact

of strong magnetic fields in MRI scans is true ?

(A) MRI scans are safe for individuals with pacemakers
and other metallic implants.

(B) The magnetic fields in MRI scans can wipe the
magnetic strip of a credit card if it is in the
individual's pocket.

(C) MRI scans do not utilize strong magnetic fields in
the imaging process.

(D) None

Ans. (B)
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Prominent Historical
Personalities of India

|| Vasumitra

Vasumitra, a prominent Buddhist scholar, graced
the royal court of Kushan king Kanishka. Vasumitra is
best remembered for his great role in the fourth Buddhist
Council. He was the chairman of that council held at
Kundalavana, Kashmir, Vasumitra was also the author
of Mahavibhasha Sastra, a great book in the Buddhist
literature. This book was a commentary on the holy
Tripitaka of the Buddhists. Mahavibhasha Sastra is gene-
rally referred to as the Encyclopaedia of Buddhism as
it m::ely and meticulously explained various aspects of
Buddhism. Vasumitra was the contemporary of Asva-
ghosha, Charak and Nagarjuna. The Buddhism attained
great popularity during his time.

Il Saint Ramananda

Saint Ramananda was a luminary figure of the
Bhakti Movement in North India. His simple teachings
and spiritual ideas gave a new impetus to the Bhakti
Movement in that age. It is a widely-accepted fact that he
pu;ed Brahm'

4l

e

accepted 1299 AD as his birth year and
1411 AD as the year of his departure
from this world. He received his reli-
gious and philosophical education in
Prayag and Banaras (now Varanasi).
He earned the profound knowledge
of Advaita (Non-dual) at Varanasi.
Nabhaji's Bhaktamala claims that Rama-
nanda had ideological and philosophical
relations with Ramanuja, another great
spiritual figure of medieval India. Saint Ramananda is
considered as the bridge between the Bhakti Movement
of South India and North India.

® Ramananda employed vernacular language instead
of Sanskrit to ensure wide range and easy access of
his simple teachings and sublime ideas among com-
mMon masses.

® He popularized the Bhakti of Lord Rama and Sita
through his spiritual ideas. He claimed the total
devotion to and pure Bhakti of Lord Rama is the
only way of attaining salvation. He even rejected the
Karma Marga (way of action) and Jnanmarga (way
of knowledge) and gave emphasis to Bhakti of Lord
Rama only.

Saint
Ramananda

® He rejected the barriers of caste and creed in Bhakti
of god. He threw the gates of his spiritual world
wide open for all. He once uttered, “Let no man ask
a man’s caste or sect. Whoever adores God, he is
God’s own.”
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s Shapkaracharya, | Ramanuja.

® He accepted people of various caste and sections as
his disciples and he used to live with them to show
his vehement opposition to caste system. Kabir
(weaver), Ravidas (Harijan), Dhanna (Jat) and Bhagat
Pipa were his great disciples from different sections
of society.

® Saint Ramananda’s teachings have been included in
the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs.

Il Vallabhacharya

Vallabhacharya, the exponent of the Shuddhadvaita
(Pure non-dualism) philosophy, was an eminent Hindu
philosopher and a luminary spiritual figure of medieval
India. He was born in 1479 AD at Champaranya in Bihar
to a Brahman family of South India. Lakshmana Bhatta
and Illamagaru were his parents. Being —
blessed with a sharp and intellectual
mind, he attained profound knowledge
of the Vedas, the six system of ancient
Indian philosophy, other scriptures of [
Hindu culture and life history and
teachings of great Hindu saints like Adi |
Va]labha
charya emerged victorious in a rehglou!,
and philosophical debate in the royal
court of Vijayanagar King Krishna Deva Raya. The king
accorded him the Kanakabhishekam (honour with gold)
for his splendid victory. After visiting various parts of
India like Mathura, Vrindavan, he finally settled down in
Banaras (now Varanasi).

v all.! hh.nlmr\ a

Vallabhacharya started propagating his teachings
and philosophical ideas in Banaras. He was of the opinion
that there was no distinction between Brahma and the
individual soul. Total dedication to Brahma and purity of
ideas can make a soul free from the all kinds of worldly
bondages. He accepted worldly pleasures and petty
desires as the major hindrances between Brahma and
human soul. He wrote many books to explain the philo-
sophy of Shuddhadvaita. He died in 1531 AD.

@ Vallabhacharya popularized the worship of Lord
Krishna in the form of Srinathji of Govardhan hills.

@ He penned ‘Subodhini’ and ‘Siddhant Rahasya’, the
great literary and philosophical treatises of that time.

® He was contemporary of Sultan Sikandar Lodi and
Ibrahim Lodi of Delhi and king Krishna Deva Raya
of Vijayanagar.

@ Vallabhacharya along with his eight poet disciples
enriched the Braj language with their religious
hymns and songs soaked in the devotion and bhakti
of Lord Krishna. These eight poets were collectively
called Vallabha's Ashta Sakhas (Eight pals of
Vallabha).



|| Chettur Sankaran Nair

Chettur Sankaran Nair, a prominent Indian jurist
and nationalist leader, was born on July 11, 1857 in
Palakkad district in Kerala. His father’s name was
Manmayil Ramunni Panicker. Parvathy Amma Chettur
was his mother. After completion of his early education,
he joined the Presidency College, Madras (now Chennai)
for higher education. He obtained a degree in Arts in
1877 from the same college. In 1879, he attained the
degree in law from the Madras Law College.

Mr. Nair started his legal practice in the High Court
of Madras after his law degree. He earned a huge fame in
the High Court as a successful lawyer and jurist in a very
quick time. He became public prosecutor in 1899 AD. He
was later elevated as the Advocate General for Madras
state. He was the first India to hold such a high position
in the state. He rose to the rank of the permanent judge
in the Madras High Court in 1908 on his sheer talent and
ability. He graced the post as a judge till 1915. He laid
huge emphasis on education and general administration
with his immense knowledge and wisdom. Lord Curzon
appointed him the secretary to the Raleigh University
Commission in 1902.

Being a true Indian leader with moderate nationalist
approach, he drew the British government’s attention
towards the misery and plight of his fellow Indians.
Many time he openly criticized the British for their unfair
policies for Indians in India. Despite holding top posts
and ranks in the British government offices, he boldly
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rule towards Indians. Many times the British gave
positive response on his suggestions. He also took part in
the Indian national movement activities in its early stage.
But he was not aggressive in his opposition of the British
rule. Chettur Sankaran Nair became the President of the
Indian National Congress session in 1897 in Amravathi.
He constantly urged the constitutional reforms and called
for the self-government for Indians but in moderate way.
He also joined the Viceroy's Council in 1915 with the
education portfolio. He was knighted in 1912. Despite
being a moderate nationalist leader, he vehemently
opposed the British government’s cruelties and persecu-
tion in 1919 and resigned from the Viceroy’s Council to
register his indignation for the British cruelties towards
Indians in Punjab. In 1928, he was the chairman of the
Indian Central Committee to cooperate with the Simon
Commission. He passed away in April 1934

® Chettur Sankaran Nair was the founder and editor
of the ‘Madras Review’ and the ‘Madras Law
Journal’.

® He was also the writer of a book named ‘Gandhi and

Anarchy’ in which he on the one hand denounced
the British cruelties and oppression against Indians
and on the other side opposed Mahatma Gandhi for
many of his policies.

|| Dinshaw Edulji Wacha

Dinshaw Edulji Wacha was a social reformer and
one of the founding members of the Indian National
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Congress (INC). He served as the Secretary of INC for
many years and became the President of the Indian
National Congress in 1901. He worked in close associa-
tion with Dadabhai Naoroji and Pherozeshah Mehta in
the Congress and along with his political activities was
active in both social reform and education.

Dinshaw Edulji Wacha was born in Bombay (Now
Mumbai) on 2 August, 1844 in a middle class Parsi
family. He got involved in active politics in young age
and took a keen and active interest
in the Bombay Municipality, being its
member for forty years. He was the
Secretary of the Bombay Presidency
Association for thirty years (1885-1915)
before he became its President (1915-18).
Early in life he displayed his grasp of
public finance and economic issues. He
not only stands with Pherozeshah Mehta
as the maker of the Bombay Munici-
pal Corporation, but also with Gopal
Krishna Gokhale as the custodian and watchdog of the
country’s finance.

Dinshaw Edulji Wacha was a leader of moderate
ideas in the INC however he severely denounced the
unfair policies of the British Rule in India on many occa-
sions. In 1897 he gave ‘correct and adequate expression’
to the national view before the Welby Commission in
London, pointing out that the financial embarrassment of
the government of India was caused not by the falling
rupee exchange but by the reckless increase in military

Dinshaw Edulji
Wacha

a’ prolific writer “and “was " foremost™ in educating the
people and creating an enlightened public opinion on the
political and economic issues that faced the country.
Having a deep knowledge of economic and financial
issues he used to point out cruel British policies against
Indians in his articles. No economic irregularity, no
misuse of finance escaped his hawk - like eye even at an
advanced age. He condemned the ‘homoeopathic dose’
of Indian participation in legislation provided by the
Morley-Minto and Montford Reforms. A great nationalist,
economic critic and financial wizard, he was modest,
unassuming throughout his long life. He passed away in
1936 AD.

Il Vishnu Ganesh Pingle

Vishnu Ganesh Pingle was a prominent Indian revo-
lutionary, freedom fighter and member of the Ghadar
Party. Vishnu Ganesh Pingle was born on 2 January, 1888
at village Talegaon Dhandhore, Pune, Maharashtra in a
Marathi Brahmin family. He received early education
from Maharashtra Vidyalaya, Pocona. In 1910 he left for
Bombay and was emploved in the nationalist Govindrao
Potdar’s Alkali Works at Mahim. Pingle was inspired by
the Japanese handloom industry at the height of the
Swadeshi movement, and therefore, he began his own
small Swadeshi loom at Awasha near Latur in Maha-
rashtra. In 1911 he left Awasha for the United States
of America (USA) and reached there via Hong Kong. He

Continued on Page 180
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Current Questionnaire
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Why was Claudia Sheinbaum in
the news, why ?

(A) She has been elected the first
woman president of the Mexico
(B) This election makes Shein-
baum the first woman to win a
general election in the United
States, Mexico or Canada

(C) Her scholarly work contri-
buted to a 2007 Nobel Peace
Prize-winning report on climate
change, underscoring her cre-
dentials as a climate scientist

(D) All of the above statements
are correct

Who among the following has
won the parliamentary election
2024 while in jail ?

I.  Amritpal Singh

II. Sheikh Abdul Rashid
Correct code is—

(A) Only1

FORBLEMHIN o w e p: apers & I

(@) Both1 and 'IT
(D) Neither Inorll

Two candidates who are in jail

on terror charges have been

elected in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election. Consider the following
statements in this regard—

I.  Legally, any member of
Parliament is barred from
attending the proceedings
of the Lok Sabha, while he
or she is in jail.

II. An elected member of
Parliament has the con-
stitutional right to be sworn
in as members of Parlia-
ment, even if he or she is in
jail.

Ill. Speaker has a right and

power to allow a member of

Parliament to attend the

session of the house even if

he or she is in jail.

Which of the above statements
is/are correct ?

(A) Onlyland Il

(B) OnlyII

(C) AILL 1T and IIT
(D) None of the above
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What is ABC, which is being
implemented by the Meghalaya
government ?

(A) Academic Credit Score

(B) ABC is a digital storehouse
that contains information about

the credits earned by the
students throughout their learn-
ing journey

(C) Accredited Credit Score

(D) Both (A) and (B)

Who among the following won
the Lok Sabha election 2024 with
highest ever winning margin ?

(A) Rakibul Hussain (INC
Dhubri, Assam)

(B) Shankar Lalwani (BJP
Indore, M.P.)

(C) Shivraj Singh Chauhan
(BJP : Vidisha, M.P.)

(D) C.R. Patil (BJP : Navsari,

Gujarat)

Who among the followm;., won
MHRE) Géeehtly S condipbied’/ TokeT @

Sabha election 2024 with lowest
winning margin ?

(A) Eknath Shinde Shiv Sena
candidate Ravindra Dattaram
Waikar won the Mumbai North
West constituency

(B) Congress candidate Adoor

Prakash won the  Attingal
(Kerala) seat
(C) Samajwadi Party (SP)

candidate Ajendra Lodhi won
the Hamirpur Seat

(D) Samajwadi  Party  (SP)
candidate Ramashankar Rajbhar
won the Salempur seat

Consider the following—

I.  Prime Minister of India

[I. Minister for Finance

ITI. Minister of Defence

IV. Minister of Home Affairs

V. Minister of External Affairs
V1, Chief of Defence Statff

How many of the above are
members of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security ?

(A) Only three

(B) Only four

(C) Only five

(D) All the six

8.

Consider the following names of
politicians—
I.  K.V.Singh Deo
II. Arun Sao
Pravati Parida
. Jagadish Deoda
V. Diya Kumari

How many of the above are
working as the Dy. Chief Minis-
ters in any State ?

(A) Only two (B) Only three
(C) Only four (D) All five

9. Which of following pairs is

10.

11:

12,

not matched correctly in relation
to recently appointed Chief
Minsters in the states after the
election to the state Legislative
Assemblies ?
(A) Andhra Pradesh

—N. Chandrababu Naidu

(B) Odisha—Mohan Majhi

Khandu
(D) Sikkim—Pawan
Chamling

Kumar

Assembly elections to which
state were not held in April-
May-June 2024 ?

{A) Haryana

(B) Odisha

(C) Andhra Pradesh

(D) Arunachal Pradesh

Which of the following pairs is
not matched correctly in relation
to the newly constituted Council
of Ministers after the elections to
18th Lok Sabha ?
(A) Minister of External Affairs
—Dr. S. Jai Shankar
(B) Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare
—Narendra Singh
(C) Minster of Cooperation
—Amit Shah
(D) Minister of Education
—Dharmendra Pradhan

The G7 Summit was held from
13 to 15 June, 2024 at Borgo
Egnazia in the city of Fasano in
Apulia, Italy. It was—

16) Arunaf,ihal Fsdvirgeme

()



13.

14.

15.

FOR

16.

(A) 50th G7 summit
(B) 49th G7 summit
(C) 48th G7 summit
(D) 47th G7 summit

India’s rank in Environmental
Performance Index 2024 was—
(A) 103rd (B) 145th

(C) 168th (D) 176th

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
Climate Change Performance
Index (CCPI) 2024 ?

(A) CCPI is released every year
by the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change

(B) India’s rank in CCPI 2024 is
7th

(C) None of the 64 largest
emitters are on a 1-5°C pathway
yet. This is why the top three
l'al"lkS remain vacant

(D) The worst performers in the
overall ranking are the UAE
(65th), Iran (66th), and Saudi
Arabia (67th)

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
Global Gender Gap Index 2024 ?
Global Gender. Gap, Index
T8 BRSO BTR
World Economic Forum

(B) Finland is at the top in
GGGI 2024

(C) Within South Asia, Pakistan
showed the poorest perfor-
mance while Bangladesh (99),
Nepal (117), Sri Lanka (122) and
Bhutan (124) were ranked ahead
of India (129)

(D) India figured among the
group of nations to have one of
the lowest level economic
gender parity. India’s economic
parity stood at 39-8 per cent

Consider the following state-
ments in relation to Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister—
I. The Appointment Commit-
tee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has approved the re-
appointment of P.K. Mishra
as the Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister.
II. The appointment of P.K
Mishra is effective from
June 15, 2024
The appointment will be
“co-terminus with the term
of the Prime Minister or
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17.

D ﬂ
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1

18.

-

until further orders which-
ever is earlier”.

During the term of his
office, he will be assigned
the rank of Cabinet Minister
in the Table of Precedence.
How many statements given
above are correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) Only three

(D) All four

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
National Security Advisor ?

(A) The Appointment Commit-
tee of the Cabinet (ACC) has
approved the re-appointment
of Ajit Doval as the National
Security Advisor (NSA)

(B) The appointment of NSA is
effective from June 4, 2024

(C) The appointment of Ajit
Doval as the NSA will be “co-
terminus with the term of the
Prime Minister or until further
orders whichever is earlier”

(D) During the term of their
office, Ajit Doval will be assign-

Rt Hno it
int

e Table of Precedence
Consider the following facts
about the Nitrous Oxide (N,O)
emission—

I.  Nitrous Oxide (N,O) is a

potent planet-warming gas.

High levels of Nitrous

Oxide in the atmosphere

can deplete the ozone layer

and exacerbate climate
change.

The top five emitters of

Nitrous Oxide gas, are

China (16-7%), India (10-9%),

the US (5-7%), Brazil (5-3%),

and Russia (4-6%).

. Nitrous Oxide Gas is more
impactful ~ than  carbon
dioxide and methane
Despite being the second-
largest emitter, India has
the lowest per capita emis-
sions at 08 kg N,O per
person.

Which of the above statements

are correct ?

(A) Only I, IT and 111

(B) Only IL, Il and IV

(C) Onlyland V

(D) AILLIL L IV and V

II.

ML

19.

20.

21.

S

22,

23.

Which of the following pairs is
not matched correctly in relation
to per capita emission of Nitrous
Oxide ?
(A) India
person
(B) China: 1-3 kg per person
(C) The US : 42 kg N,O per
person
(D) Brazil
person

0-8 kg N,O per

25 kg N,O per

Government of India has formed
a committee under the Chair-
manship of ............. to combat
Transnational Cybercrimes.

(A) National Security Advisor
(B) Special Secretary (Internal
Security), Ministry of Home
Affairs

(C) Rajiv Chandrashekhar
former Minister of State

(D) Home Secretary

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha ?

(A) Speaker of the Lok Sabha is
elected by the Members of Lok
Sabha by a simple majority of
members present and voting in

Ta= 12 =1 D '8 riTari=in:
egratyHe Faperiviagzine

(B) The Spealzcr holds Office
from the date of his/her election
till immediately before the first
meeting of the next Lok Sabha
(C) Speaker vacates his office
with the dissolution of the Lok
Sabha

(D) Speaker presides over a
joint sitting of the two Houses of
Parliament

Pro-tem Speaker of the Lok
Sabha—

(A) is appointed by the Presi-
dent of India

(B) is appointed by the Chair-
person of the Rajya Sabha

(C) is elected by the newly
elected members of the Lok
Sabha

(D) Is nominated by the Prime
Minister of India

The Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair means) Act,
2024 is applicable in India from
which date ?

(A) February 12, 2024

(B) April 1, 2024

(C) June 21, 2024

(D) July 1, 2024

-



24, World Migration Report 2024
was launched by—
(A) World Bank

(B) International

Organisation

for Migration

(C) United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees

(D) International Labour Orga-
nisation

25. Which of the following state-
ments is/are correct about the
Travel and Tourism Develop-
ment Index 2024 ?

II.

Travel and Tourism Deve-
lopment Index 2024 has
been developed by the 29
World Economic Forum in
collaboration — with  the
University of Surrey.

India’s rank in Travel and
Tourism Development
Index 2024 is 39th.

The Index highlights India’s
high price competitiveness
(18th place) and robust air
transport (26th place) and
ground and port infrastruc-
ture (25th place).

How many of the statements
iven above are correct ?
FORAVoseeNewspapers &
(B) Only two 30
(C) All three
(D) None of the above
26. ‘Water for Shared Prosperity’
report 2024 was released by—
(A) United Nations Develop-
ment Programme
(B) World Bank
(C) World Economic Forum
(D) Asian Development Bank

27. National Commission for Back-
ward Classes has recommended
an increase in the reservation

quota for

‘other backward

classes’ in public employment in
the state of—

L

11
1.

Uttar Pradesh 3l
Punjab
Bihar

IV. West Bengal
Correct code is—
(A) OnlyIand Il
(B) Only III

(C) AlILIL I and IV 32,

(D) Only Il and IV

28. Consider the following state-
ments—

On May 21, 2024 Kabak
Yano reached ate Mount
Everest.
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II. Kabak Yano became the
5th woman climber from
Arunachal Pradesh and
first woman from the Nyishi
community to achieve such
feat.

III. The Nyishis are the largest
ethnic group in Arunachal
Pradesh in NE Region.

How many statements given

above are correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

. Which of the following state-

ments is/are correct about the

World Health Assembly ?

I. The 77th World Health
Assembly was held in
Geneva on May 27-June 1,
2024,

II. “All for Health, Health for
All” was the theme of World
Health Assembly 2024.

Correct code is—

(A) OnlyI

(B) Only Il

(C) BothIandII

MayNethest aof IF( DS //telegr

i Wh1ch of the following state-

ments is incorrect about the
‘Saga Dawa’ festival ?
(A) Festival of ‘Saga Dawa

‘celebrated every year in Sikkim
on the occasion of Guru Purnima
(B) The Saga Dawa is also
known as the ‘Triple Blessed
Festival’

(C) ‘Saga’ means forth and
‘Dawa’ means month in Tibetan
(D) Saga Dawa is the most
sacred Buddhist Festival, com-
memorating the birth, enlight-
enment and Mahanirvan of
Buddha Shakyamuni

. Prime Minister Narednra Modi

visited which of the following
country in June 2024 after taking
oath for the third time in a raw—
(A) Italy (B) UK

(C) Nepal (D) France
Who among the following was
elected the Speaker of 18th Lok
Sabha ?

(A) K.Suresh

(B) Om Birla

(C) Bhartruhari Mahtab

(D) None of the above

B pe

Answers with Hints
“ "
(D)

. (€) Two candidates who are in

jail on terror charges have been
elected in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election while Amritpal Singh
won the Lok Sabha election
from Punjab's Khadoor Sahib by
defeating Kulbir Singh Jira by

197120 votes, Sheikh Abdul
Rashid was elected from
Baramulla in Kashmir Valley.
He defeated former Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah by
198924 votes.

(A) Being sworn in after win-
ning elections is a constitutional
right. But if the winning candi-
date is in jail, he or she must ask
the authorities to be taken to
Parliament for the oath-taking
ceremony. Once they have taken
the cath, they must return to the
jail. After their oath ceremony,
the Speaker would be informed
about their absence from the
house. The Speaker will then
inform them about their inabi-
2l I puethec e dohe o
House Committee on Absence
of Members. The Committee
recommends whether the MP
should be allowed not to attend
the House proceedings. This
recommendation is then taken
forward and put to a vote of the
House by the Speaker.
(D)
(A) INC’s Rakibul Hussain won
the Dhubri (Assam) Lok Sabha
seat by a margin of 10-12 lakh
votes by defeating his nearest
rival AIUDF's Mohammad
Badruddin Ajmal. The next
highest winning margin was of
Shankar Lalwani (10-:08 lakh
votes in Indore : M.P.), Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, former Chief
Minister of M.P. (8-21 lakh vote
in Vidisha : M.P.), C.R. Patil
(773 lakh wvotes in Navsari :
Gujarat). Home Minister Amit
Shah won the Gandinagar seat
by a margin of 7-44 lakh votes).
(A) In Maharashtra, Eknath
Shinde Shiv Sena candidate
Ravindra Dattaram Waikar won
the Mumbai North West con-
stituency in the 2024 Lok Sabha



elections with the slimmest
margin. He secured victory by
just 48 votes, defeating the Shiv
Sena UBT candidate Amol
Gajanan  Kirtikar. In Kerala,
Congress  candidate  Adoor
Prakash won the Attingal con-
stituency by a vote margin of
684. In Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) candidate
Ajendra Lodhi won the Hamir-
pur seat by a margin of 2,629
votes. Samajwadi Party (SP)
candidate Ramashankar Rajbhar
won the Salempur seat by a
margin of 3,573 votes.

(C) Cabinet committee on
Security is the most powerful
and important committee of the
Cabinet. With the Prime Minister
helming it, the CCS has the
ministers for Finance, Defence,
Home Affairs and External
Affairs,

(D) K.V. Singh Deo and Pravati
Parida in Odisha, Arun Sao in
Chhattisgarh, Jagadish Deoda in
Madhya Pradesh and Diya
Kumari in Rajasthan are work-
ing as Dy. Chief Ministers.

14,

0 RoV/imee sidghvraniangie e &

10.

11.

12

13.

new Chief Minister of the
Sikkim.

(A) Assembly elections were
held in Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, and
Odisha in the month of April-
May-June 2024.

(B) Shivaraj Singh Chauhan,
former Chief Minister of Madhya
Pradesh is the new Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare.

(A) The G7 leaders’ summit was
held in the luxury resort of
Borgo Egnazia in Italy’s Apulia
region from June 13 to 15, 2024,
The annual summit gathered
representatives of Italy, Canada,
France, Germany, Japan, the
United Kingdom, the United
States, and the European Union
(EU). Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was especially invited the
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni,
the host of the G7 summit.

(D) India ranked 176th among
180 countries, above Pakistan,
Vietnam, Laos, and Myanmar
only, in the overall index,
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15.

16.

17.

18.

released on June 5, 2024 by the
Yale Center for Environmental
Law and Policy and the Colum-
bia Center for International
Earth ~ Science  Information
Network with support from the
McCall MacBain Foundation,
while the highest overall EPI
scores are concentrated in
Europe, the lowest scores go to
Southern and Southeast Asian
countries, with Vietnam (24-5),
Pakistan (25-5), Laos (26:1),
Myanmar (269), and India (27-6)
at the bottom of the ranking,

(A) The annual Climate Change
Performance Index (CCPI),
developed and released jointly
by the Germanwatch, The New
Climate Institute and the
Climate Action Network, publi-
shed since 2005, is an indepen-
dent monitoring tool for
tracking the climate protection
performance of 63 countries and
the EU, together responsible for
more than 90% of global emis-
sions, The CCPI aims to enhance
transparency in international
climate politics and it enables

0!5 indivi
trlei.’" ﬁte pr‘f:nt ction * ef
and progress. India has becurcd
the 7th position in the 2024
Climate Change Performance
Index (CCPI), a commendable
one-spot rise from the previous
ranking,

(B) Iceland is at top in World
Economic  Forum's  Global
Gender Gap Index 2024. India
has slipped two spots to rank at
129 out of the 146 nations in the
list.

(D) The appointment of P.K.
Mishra is effective from June 10,
2024.

(B) This is the third term of Ajit
Doval as the NSA. The appoint-
ment of NSA is effective from
June 10, 2024.

(D) The top five emitters of this
gas, which is more impactful

than carbon dioxide and
methane, are China (16:7%),

India (109%), the US (5:7%),
Brazil (5-3%), and Russia (4-6%).
Despite being the second-largest
emitter, India has the lowest per
capita emissions at 0-8 kg N,O
per person. In comparison, per

31. (A) Prime Minister

capita emissions are 1-3 kg in
China, 1-7 kg in the US, 25 kg in
Brazil, and 3-3 kg in Russia.

19. (C) Emission of N,O in the US is

1-7 kg per person.

20. (B) 21.(C) 22.(A)
23, (C) The Centre on June 17, 2024

notified the Rules required to

operationalise ~ The  Public
Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024, the

anti-cheating law passed by
Parliament in February. The law
itself came into force on June 21,
2024 after it was notified in the
official gazette.

24. (B) 25.(C) 26.(B)
27. (D) The National Commission

for Backward Classes (NCBC)
has recommended an increase
in the reservation quota for
Other Backward Classes (OBCs)
in public employment in Punjab
and West Bengal. Currently,
Punjab allocates 25% of public
employment  positions to
Scheduled Castes and 12% to
OBCs, totalling 37% reservation.
The NCBC has proposed

Jegr r!“jg,] E‘fﬂ%ﬁ ! ﬁ%?‘fféﬁ J,Zt{?;b

ringing
total OBC reservation in public
employment to 25%. In West
Bangal, the total reservation for
SCs/STs and OBCs for govern-
ment employment and educa-
tion is 45%. NCBC enhanced
this cap to 50%.

28. (C) 29.(C)
30. (A) Festival of

‘Saga Dawa
‘celebrated every year in Sikkim
on the occasion of Buddha
Purnima. This year it was cele-
brated on May 23, 2024.
Narendra
Modi visited Italy on June 14,
2024 and participated in 50th
Summit of G-7. Besides India,
the host country (ltaly) invited
leaders from 11 developing
countries in  Africa, South
America and Indo-Pacific Region
to attend the G-7 Summit.

32. (B) BJP MP Om Birla was elected

the Speaker of 18th Lok Sabha
for second term on June 26, 2024

by defeating Congress MP
K. Suresh.

Pilipan

D



Current Objective Questions

Trade And Industry

1. As per the Provisional Estimates (A) 14-2 per cent (A) Only two
of Annual GDP for FY 2023-24 (B) 13-8 per cent (B) Only three
Indlanh econufn'lsyz clocked i.a (C) 96 per cent (C) All four
GRERGGTEE 3 S cent.. : (D) 9-7 per cent (D) None of the above
was supported by the high
growth rates of— 6. 1f GDP =% 295-36 lakh crore, Net  10. Consider the Assertion (A) and
. Manufacturing Taxes on Products = ¥ 27-73 lakh Reason (R) and choose the
II. Construction crore, consumption of fixed correct code given below—
1. Financial, Real Estate and capital =¥ 35:26 lakh crore and Assertion (A) : India’s foodgrain
, ; &
Professional Services Net Taxes on Production = output in the crop year 2023-24
V. Mlnlng and Quarrving T 2096 ]ﬂkh crore. What is the {]ul}.r.]'une) has been estimated
How many of the Above: e value of GVA at Basic Prices ? at 328-85 million tonnes, a tad
cotrect? (A) T267-62 lakh crore lower from 329-85 million tonnes
(A) Only one (B) ¥ 28636 lakh crore in previous year.
(B) Only two (C) T 274-40 lakh crore Reason (R) : Production of
(C) Only three (D) % 29536 lakh crore pulses and maize in the crop
(D) All the four year 2023-24 dipped by over 6
7. As per provisional estimates of per cent over previous year.
2. As per the provisional estimates Annual GDP the share of Ol i bt G —
of Annual GDP for FY 2023-24 primary sector in the Nominal L
which of the following sector GVA of Indian economy in the (A) Assert;:n (A) and Reason
has registered the lowest growth FY 2023-24 was— (R) I;:O ~are SAIRECRS lanfi .(R)
rate in its GVA at constant (A) 20-3 per cent “;c ':M"’ correct exp anatu_m
FORPisinthdfe228 43 pers & Megaapweaat(ips. /telegra m.M&/PaperMagzine
(A) Agriculture,  Livestock, (C) 202 percent <" 7(B) Assertion {A) and Reason
Forestry & Bishin (R) both are correct but (R)
} 121 (D) 19-6 per cent ) h )
(B) Construction is not the correct explana-
(©) Manufacturing 8. Consider the followings in tion of (A)
(D) Mining & Quarrying relation to Indo-Pacific Econo- (C) Assertion (A) is correct, but
] e ) mic Framework for Prosperity Reason (R) is incorrect
3. As per the provisional estimates (IPEF)— D) Assertion: (A) & incomedt,
of annual GDP, growth rate of but Reason (R) is ¥
real GDP in the FY 2023-24 k. Teade SRR
. II. Supply Chains 11. Consider the following state-
(A) 83 per cent 1. Clean Economy ments in relation to unbalanced
(B) 82 per cent IV. Fair Economy growth of Indian economy
(C) 7-2 per cent How many of the above are between 2011-12 and 2022-23—
(D) 7-4 per cent pillars of IPEF ? L. At the all-India level, the
4. As per new classification of the (A) Only one (?m] CDefflCljFlt of cc_)nsumpi
GDP/GVA estimation, released (B) Only two :::;q Zzlzﬁ?\e:;i:zm“[;ﬁ;grian
by the National Statistical Office (C) Only three 201]‘_12 to 0266 in 2022_2"3
(NSO), which of the following (D) All four o
serioe is not considered 3-com. . II. For the urban areas, Gini
ponent of secondary sector ? 9. Consider the key.comp{ments of coefficient of consumption
(A) Mining & Quarrying the monetary Policy— expenditure declined from
(B) Manufacturi . L. Repo Rate 0363 to 0314 during the
anufacturin, .
(©) Electricit g(j ) Wates II. Standing Deposit Facility same period.
Su Ie:!:k :E_IZ; utilit?:; ks Rate Which of the above statements
(Df%y N ) [11. Bank Rate is/are correct ?
R ; IV. Cash Reserve Ratio (A) Onlyl
5. As per provisional estimates o
Al"l]‘lF:_la] IE;DP, Nominal GDP of How many of the above have (B) Only II
India grew by ............ in the been changed in Monetary (C€) BothTand Il
FY 2023-24. Policy Review June 7, 2024 ? (D) Neither I nor 11
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Consider the following state-
ments in relation to wide spread
inequality in India, as have been
reflected in All India Consump-
tion Survey 2022-23—

I.  The real problem of inequ-
ality in India is spatial.

I In some states, there is a
significant gap in the level
of consumption between
rural and urban areas.

I1l. The difference in average
monthly per capita con-
sumption expenditure
(MPCE) between rural and
urban areas at the all-India
level, is nearly 71 per cent.
In Chhattisgarh the differ-
ence in average monthly
per capita consumption
expenditure (MPCE) bet-
ween rural and urban areas
is 82 per cent.

How many statements given

above are correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) Only three

FOROMEYe'Newspapers

13.

14.

Which of the following state-

ment is/are correct 7

I.  MPCE in rural Tamil Nadu
is nearly double that in
Jharkhand in 2022-23.

1. MPCE in urban Telangana
is over 70 per cent higher
than that in Bihar in 2022-
23.

Correct code 15—

(A) Only1

(B) OnlyII

(C) Bothland Il

(D) Neither I nor 11

“Trickel Down Theory’ is related
to—

(A) Recharging of ground water
sources

(B) Increase in carbon sink due
to aggressive afforestation

(C) Reaching the advantage of
higher growth in the economy to
the lowest level

(D) Circulation of blood in the
body

Consider the following state-
ments in relation to Goods and
Services Tax—
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16.

& ﬂnc"‘?u 3

17.

18.

I1.

III.

At present, crude oil, petrol
(MS), Diesel (HSD), ATF,
and Natural Gas are part of
the GST.

As per Section 12(3) of the
Constitution (101st Amend-
ment) Act, GST Council
shall recommend the date
from which the GST will be
levied on such products.

In the present dispensation,
The Central Government
levies excise duty on auto
fuels, while State govern-
ments impose a Value
Added Tax(VAT) and sales
tax on these products.

How many statements given
above are correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

Which of the following state-
ments is/are correct ?

I

The maximum rate of tax
under GST can be 50 per
cent, including cess.
At present, the current
iesel is 50-76 per cent

on petrol or motor spirit
was 634 per cent as of
March 16, 2024.

Correct code is—
(A) Only1

(B) OnlyII

(C) BothlandlII
(D) Neither I nor Il

Exports from Special Economic
Zones in the FY 2023-24 was—
(A) US$129-33 billion

(B) US $133-33 billion

(C) US$157-24 billion

(D) US$ 163-69 billion

Consider the following—

L.
11.

I
V.

V.

Beijing
emphasis on how many of the

Innovation

Experimentation

Equality

Self-determination
Sustainable Development
consensus’  design

above components ?
(A) Only two

(B) Only three

(C) Only four

(D) All five

19,

20.

21,

22,

23.

Foreign Exchange Reserves of
India reached at all time high in
the week ended June 2024 with—
(A) US$ 655-817 billion
(B) US$ 651-172 billion
(C) US$ 648-237 billion
(D) US$ 642-657 billion

Consider the following facts

about the Krishi Sakhis—

I.  Krishi Sakhi Programme
has been started in 12 states,

II. Most of the Krishi Sakhis

have been drawn from the

self-help groups.

Krishi Sakhis are trained in

all aspects of farming so

that they can work like
consultants for farmers.

IV. Krishi Sakhis do not charge
fee from the farmers for
farm related advices.

Which of the above are correct ?

(A) Only [, Il and IV

(B) Ony landII

(C) Only I, II and III

(D) AL L 1T and 1V

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
‘Collateral Borrowing and Lend-

111

e %m‘@n‘bs-*?%’ telegrang OvieidapmLbiagzine

(A) CBLO is a money market
instrument

(B) CBLO has been developed
and introduced by the Clearing
Corporation of India

(C) Borrowing banks classify
their borrowing under CBLQO as
‘Liability in India to Others'
which

qualify for reserve
requirements
(D) Scheduled commercial
banks are not required to

include in their net demand and
time liability (NDTL), the
borrowing under CBLO

The highest absolute increase
in MSP in Marketing season
2024-25 over the previous year
has been recommended for—
(A) Nigerseed

(B) Sesamum

(C) Tur/Arhar

(D) Moong

The minimum absolute increase
in MSP in marketing season
2024-25 over the previous year
has been recommended for—
(A) Moong  (B) Bajra

(C) Paddy (D) Maize



24.

25,

FOR Modim ifthe/yen;

26.

Consider the following state-
ments in relation to UNCTAD ‘s
report (2024) on FDI inflow—

I.  Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) flows to India plum-
meted by 43 per cent in
2023 to $ 28 billion amid a
global decline of 2 per cent
in calendar year 2023,

II. While India dropped to
15th spot in 2023 from 8th
position in 2022 in terms of
FDI inflows, it remained in
the Top-5 for both kinds of
FDl—greenfield projects
and international project
finance deals.

Which of the above statements

is/are correct ?

(A) Only1

(B) OnlyII

(C) Bothland II

(D) Neither I nor Il

Which of the following state-

ments is/are correct ?

[. In terms of FDI outflows,
India’s rank grew from 23rd
in 2022 to 20th in 2023.

II. Total FDI outflow from
$13 billion down from $ 15
billion in the year 2022.

Correct code is—

(A) Onlyl

(B) Only Il

(C) BothlandII

(D) Neither I nor II

Which of the following state-
ments is/are correct about the
special category states ?

I.  Special Category Statusis a
classification granted to
some States by the Centre
to assist development,
based on geographical and
socio-economic  disadvan-
tages.

II. The scheme was introduced
in 1969 on the recommen-
dation of the Fifth Finance
Commission.

III. The provision of Special

Category Status was scrap-

ped on the recommendation

of the 14th Finance Com-
mission

Currently, 11 States in India

have  Special  Category

Status.
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27.

28.

*d
Cx

29.

30.

Correct code is—

(A) Only I, Il and IV
(B) Only III

(C) OnlyIand Il

(D) AL 1L 1T and IV

Which of the following state-
ments is incorrect about the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) ?
(A) GST was introduced in
India on July 1, 2017

(B) The Gross GST collection in
FY 2023-24 was ¥ 20:18 lakh
crore, up 11-5 per cent over the
FY 2022-23

(C) GST collection have
increased 71 per cent since FY
2028-19

(D) Petrol and Diesel are still
not included in the GST

Which of the following pro-

posals require the approval of

the Cabinet Committee of Eco-
nomic Affairs ?

I Projects with an investment
of more than ¥ 1,000 crore
(approximately USD 135
million).

II. Foreign direct investment
(FDI) proposals that exceed

;9 gazi B"w

< mately USD 675 million).

IIl. Proposals for the dis-
investment of government
equity in public sector
undertakings.

IV. Proposals for the formation
of joint ventures or sub-
sidiaries by public sector
undertakings.

Correct code is—

(A) Only I, Il and 111

(B) Only II, Il and IV

(C) Only Il and 11

(D) AL IL [T and IV

Growth rate of Gross Value
Added (GVA) of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries was the
highest in which of the follow-

ing years ?
(A) 2016-17  (B) 2017-18
(C) 2019-20 (D) 2022-23

Which of the following ports of
India makes top 20 list riding on
container performance in the
year 2023 ?

(A) Jawaharlal Nehru Port

(B) Kandla Port

(C) Vishakhapatnam Port

(D) Haldia Port

31,

32.

a3.

34.

Consider the following states—
I.  Maharashtra

II.  Gujarat

III. Karnataka

IV. Delhi

V. Telangana

FDI equity inflow in the FY
2023-24, as compared to FY
2022-23 was higher in which of
the above state ?

(A) Only [, [T and V

(B) Only I, II, Il and IV

(C) Only I, Il and IV

(D) OnlyIand V

FDI equity inflow in which of
the following sectors was higher
in the FY 2023-24 as compared
to FY 2022-23?
I.  Computer

hardware

software and
II. Services sector

1. Construction  (Infrastruc-
ture) activities

IV. Trading

V. Power

Correct code is—

(A) Only [, Il and V

N ;‘@PP»“’&O(L afh. anuf“:’?' perlflagzine

(C) *Only
(D) Onlyland Il

Which of the following pairs
is/are matched correctly in rela-
tion to engagement of India’s
labour force in various sectors ?
1.  Agriculture : 45:-5%

II.  Construction : 12-4%

111, Manufacturing : 11:6%

IV. Other Sectors : 30-5%
Correct code is—

(A) Only I, IT and I

(B) Onlyl

(C) Only Il and I

(D) AlllL LI, Il and IV

Consider the following state-
ments in relation to Vadhavan
port—

I.  Union  Cabinet gave
approval for the deve-
lopment of all weather port
at Vadhavan Maharashtra
with an investment of
T 76000 crore.

II. Vadhavan port be
developed by a Special
Purpose Vehicle, namely
Vadhavan Port Project Ltd.

will



IMI. SPV will include Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority and
Maharashtra Maritime
Board.

Percentage share of JLNA
and MMB will be 74% and
267 respectively.

Correct code is—

(A) Only I, ITand III

(B) Only II, IIT and IV

(C) Only I, 1

(D) AL IL 1T and IV

35. Consider the following state-

ments about the Committee on

Estimates—

I. The Committee on Esti-
mates, constituted for the
first time in 1950.

IT. It is a Parliamentary Com-
mittee consisting of 30
members, elected every
year by the Lok Sabha from
amongst its members.

Il. The Chairperson of the

Committee is appointed by

the Speaker from amongst

its members,

Minister of finance is ex-

officio member of commit-

IvV.

FOR M@ Newspape

Correct code is—

(A) Only I, Il and 111
(B) OnlylandII

(C) OnlyIand Il

(D) AILLII, I and IV

36. Consider the following Rights—

I.  Right to safety

II.  Right to be informed

Ill. Right to choose

IV. Right to be heard

V. Right to seek redressal

VL. Right to consumer aware-
ness

How many of the rights are

covered under the Consumer

Protection Act ?

(A) Only three

(B) Only four

(C) Only five

(D) All six

37. Compound annual growth rate

of crop output during 2011-12 to
2022-23 was highest in which of
the following state ?

(A) Punjab

(B) Haryana

(C) Madhya Pradesh

(D) Chhattisgarh
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India’s FY 2023-24 current
account deficit was—

(A) 0-7% of GDP

(B) 1:2% of GDP

(C) 1-9% of GDIP

(D) 2% of GDP

India’s current account balance
reuorded v Q4 FY24.

(A) a surplus of $ 87 billion
(0-7% GDP)

(B) a deficit of $ 57 billion
(0-6% GDP)

(C) a surplus of $ 57 billion
(0-6% GDP)

(D) a deficit

(1-6% GDP)

Which of the following state-
ments is correct about the India
Volatility Index (VIX) ?

(A) The India VIX was laun-
ched by National Stock Exchange
(NSE) in 2010

(B) India VIX is based on the
index prices of NIFTY

(C) India VIX is also known as
the ‘fear Index’

(D) All of the above

of § 157 billion

(D) Growth rate of real GVA of
manufacturing in the FY 2023-24
was 9-9%, followed by Cons-
truction (9-9%), Financial, Real
Estate and Professional Services
(8:4%) and mining Quarrying
(7-1%).

(A) Growth rate of GVA of agri-
culture, Livestock, forestry &
fishing sector was on 14 per
cent in the FY 2023-24, while the
GVA of construction and manu-
facturing grew by 9:9% each and
Mining and quarrying by 7-1%.
(B)

(A) Mining & Quarrying is now
a component of primary sector,
(©)

(A) GDP (Production/Income
Approach) = GVA at Basic
Prices + Net Taxes on Products.
(D)

(D) IPEF was launched jointly
by the USA and other partner
countries of the Indo-Pacific

region on May 23, 2022 at Tokyo.

IPEF has 14 partmer countries

11.

12
13.

including Australia, Brunei, Fiji,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic
of Korea, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam & USA. It
seeks to strengthen economic
engagement among  partner
countries with the goal of
advancing growth, peace and
prosperity in the region. The
framework is structured around
four pillars relating to Trade
(Pillar 1); Supply Chains (Pillar
II); Clean Economy (Pillar III);
and Fair Economy (Pillar 1V).
India had joined Pillars I to IV
of IPEF while it has an observer
status in Pillar-1

(D) The Reserve Bank of India’s
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) kept the repo rate
unchanged at 6:5% in its first
meeting since Lok Sabha
Elections 2024. RBI decided to
hold the key policy rate for the
eighth consecutive time in its
June 2024 meeting. The MPC
had last changed the benchmark
interest rate in February 2023.

dReal GDP/growtheis Bxpected at o

7-2% for FY25.

(A) Production of maize is
estimated at 35-67 lakh tonnes in
the crop year 2023-24 which is
lower by 6-4 per cent over 38-04
lakh tonnes in 2022-23. Likewise
production of pulses is esti-
mated at 24-47 million tonnes in
2023-24 which 6-1 per cent lower
than 26:06 million tonnes in
2022-23.

(C) The Gini coefficient measures
inequality on a scale of 0 to 1,
with a higher value indicating
higher inequality. In some states,
it has gone up.

(D)

(C) Monthly Per-capita Consum-
ption Expenditure (MPCE) is
higher in states that have moved
ahead on the development path.
Thus, the real policy challenge is
to reduce spatial inequality and
ensure growth and development
are not skewed. Since the better-
off states are in a superior
position to attract investment
and have more resources, the
divergence will only increase
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18.

19.

20.

over time, which itself may hurt

India’s overall growth prospects.

(@)

(C) Levying GST on the two
auto fuels and crude oil has
been a long-standing demand as

it would bring down their prices,

benefiting the common man.
However, there has not been a
consensus on this issue at the
GST Council. The general fear is
that States and Centre will take
a hit in terms of tax revenue.

(C) At present, the current rate
of tax on diesel is 5076 per cent.
This is calculated by taking the
base price in Delhi as of March
16, 2024, which is the last date of
revision. The tax on petrol or
motor spirit was 63-4 per cent as
of March 16, 2024.

(D) Exports from Special Econo-
mic Zones (SEZs) rose by over 4
per cent to USD 163-69 billion in
2023-24 even though the coun-
try’s total shipments dipped by
more than 3 per cent in the last
fiscal. According to the data of
the commerce ministry, exportb

157-24 billion in 25;22 3 and

USD 133 billion in 2021-22, SEZs
are key export hubs which con-
tributed over one-third of the
country's total outbound ship-
ments in the last fiscal.

(D) Beijing consensus is an alter-
native model for economic deve-
lopment and political principles.
The term was coined by Joshua
Cooper Ramo. It is radically
different from the ‘Washington
Consensus’, not least in Indeo-
logy. Its design emphasis is on
innovation, experimentation,
equality, self-determination, and
sustainable development.

(A) India’s Foreign Exchange

Reserves were US$H 648-87 billion 27. (D)

in the week ended on May 10,
2024, they increased by US
$ 4-837 billion in the week ended
on June 1, 2024. FER further
increased in the week ended

21.

22,

24,

Q .2631

(D)  Scheduled commercial
banks are required to include in
their net demand and time
liability (NDTL), the borrowing
under CBLO. However, in order
to develop CBLO as a money
market instrument, it has been
decided to grant banks a special
exemption from CRR prescript-
tion subject to the bank main-
taining statutory minimum CRR
of 3%.

(A) The highest absolute increase
in MSP over the previous year
has been recommended for oil-
seeds and pulses viz., nigerseed
(X 983 per quintal) followed by
sesamum (T 632 per quintal) and
tur/arhar (% 550 per quintal).

(C) The Minimum absolute
increase in the Minimum Sup-
port Price in marketing season
2024-25 over previous year has
been recommended for Paddy
& 117 per quintal) followed by
Moong (X 124 per quintal), Bajra
(X 125 per quintal), and Maize
(X 135 per quintal).

(@ 25.(0)

/(D). The scheme was intr
‘iR 9Y969 on' the' reu_on'fmendahun
of the Fifth Finance Commis-
sion. SCS States receive Centre-
State funding from centrally
sponsored schemes in the ratio
of 90:10, which is more favour-
able than general -category
States. They also receive other
benefits like tax concessions etc.
Currently, 11 States in India—
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura, and Uttarakhand—
have SCS. The scheme was
scrapped o the recommendation
of the fourteenth Finance Com-
mission.

Petrol and diesel are in the
GST regime, however, the GST
Council has so far not notified
the date from which the GST
will be levied on these pro-
duces.

June 7, 2024 by US $ 4307 and  »¢ (D)

touched a record level of US
$ 655-917 billion.

(C) Krishi Sakhis work like con-
sultants for farmers for a fee.
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(C) Growth rate of Gross Value
Added (GVA) of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries was
6-8% in Fy 2016-17; 6:6% in FY

30.

31.

32.

E—h‘cﬁgﬂge

33.
35.

36.
37.

39,

2027-18; 6:6% in FY 2019-20 and
4-7% in FY 2022-23.

(C) Vishakhapatnam made a
notable leap to 19th place
among world’s top 20 ports in
2023, improving dramatically
from its 115th rank in 2022 in
the Container Port Performance
Index.

(A) FDI equity inflow in the FY
2023-24 was $ 151 billion in
Maharashtra, $ 7-3 billion in
Gujarat, $ 3-0 billion in Telan-
gana, which was 2:1%, 54:9%
and 132:5% respectively higher
over the FY 2022-23. On the
contrary, FDI equity inflow in
Karnataka and Delhi declined
by 37-0% and 13-4% respecti-
vely over the same period.

(B) FDI equity inflow in Con-
truction (Infrastructure) activi-
ties in the FY 2023-24 was § 4:2
billion which was higher by
148-5 per cent as compared to
FY 2022-23. On the other hand
FDI equity inflow in Computer
software & hardware, Services

sector, trading and power in the
FY 2023-24 d

eclmedﬁ 15-1%,
Y359 115:3, 5hd 75-6° ?bspcééf

vely over the previous year.

(A) 34.(D)

(A) A minister cannot be elected
as a member of the Committee
and if a member after selection
to the Committee is appointed a
minister, the member ceases to
be a member of the Committee
from the date of such appoint-
ment.

(D)

(C) Compound annual growth
rate of crop output during
2011-12 to 2022-23 was highest
in M.P. (62%), followed by
Chhattisgarh (4-1%), Karnataka
(3-7% and Telangana (3-6%).

(A) India’s FY24 current account
deficit moderated to $§ 232
billion (0-7% GDP) from $ 67:0
billion (2% GDP) in FY23.

(C) India’s current  account
balance recorded a surplus of
$ 5:7 billion (0-6% GDP) in Q4
FY24 against a deficit of § 1-3
billion (0-2% GDP) a year ago.
(D)

Plidrpan
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tional Investors can hold
the Government Securities
(G-Secs).

3. In India, Stock Exchanges
can offer separate trading
platforms for debts.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

o ' indi CForgigna [ngtite: &

;,(C] Only three }D) All four
."!(Tbrfﬂi&'fér the” fﬁﬂovﬁng maﬁ'- egl

rials :

1. Agricultrual residues

2. Corn grain

3. Wastewater
sludge

4. Wood mill waste

Which of the above can be used

treatment

.......

1. The total fertility rate in an Which of the above is/are consi- 8. Which one of the following
economy is defined as : dered financial instruments ? words/phrases is most appro-
(A) the number of children born (A) Only1 priately used to denote “an
per 1000 people in the popula- (B) Only2and3 inter-operable network of 3D
tion in a year © 1, 2 and 3 virtual worlds that can be
(B) the number of children (D) Only 1and 3 ac.ce.ssed simultaneously by
born to a couple in their lifetime Yt refsrene fo fhe: secions of millions of users, who can exert
in a given population . the Indiss eoondey : 2 s Propejt?}' rights over virtual
(C) the birth rate minus death e o ) items k ‘
rate \¢ Tollowing pairs : (A) Big data analytics
(D) the average number of live Economic activity =~ Sector | (B) Cryptography
births a woman would have by 1. |Storage of agricul- Secondary (C) Metaverse
the end of her child-bearing age tural produce (D) Virtual matrix

. Consider the following state- % [Pairy s Py 9. With reference to the rule/rules
ments - 3. Mineral exploration | Tertiary imposed by the Reserve Bank
1. In India, Non-Banking 4. Weaving cloth Secondary of India while treating foreign,

Financial Companies can How many of the pairs given banks, consider the following
access the Liquidity Adjust- above are correctly matched ? statements :

ment Facility window of (A) Onlyone (B) Only two 1. There is no minimum
the Reserve Bank of India capital rcquircment for

71, Wholl¥2 zowned| /] banking o
" subsidiarics in lndla -
2. For wholly owned banking
subsidiaries in India, at
least 50% of the board
members should be Indian
nationals.
Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1and2 as feedstock for producing Sus- (A) Only1
(B) Only3 tainable Aviation Fuel ? (B) Only 2
(C) 1,2and 3 (A) Only 1and2 (C) Both1and?2

(D) Only2and 3

. In India, which of the following
can trade in Corporate Bonds
and Government Securities ?

1. Insurance Companies
2. Pension Funds
3. Retail Investors

(B) Only3and 4

(C) 1,2,3and 4

(D) Only1,3and 4

With reference to physical
capital in Indian economy,
consider the following pairs :

10.

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

With reference to Corporate So-

cial Responsibility (CSR) rules in

India, consider the following

statements :

1. CSR rules specify that
expenditures that benefit

Select the correct answer using Items Category the Clompany‘ﬁirecﬂg orits
i : 1. Farmer’s Working capital employees will not be con-
:]:; cgdr;; gllvendb;luw ' plough v sidered as CSR activities.
nly 1 an :
A 2. Computer  |Fixed capital 2. CSR rules do not specify

(B) Only2and3
(C) Only1land3
(D) 1,2and 3

4. Consider the following :

1. Exchange-Traded  Funds
(ETF}
2. Motor-vehicles

3. Currency swap
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3. Yarn used by |Fixed capital
the weaver

4, Petrol Working capital

How many of the above pairs
are correctly matched ?

(A) Onlyone (B) Only two
(C) Only three (D) All four

minimum spending on CSR
activities.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2



14. Consider

11. With reference to radioisotope

thermoelectric generators

(RTGs), consider the following

statements :

1. RTGs are miniature fission
reactors.

2. RTGs are used for powering
the onboard systems of
spacecrafts.

3. RTGs can use Plutonium-
238, which is a by product
of weapons development.

Which of the statements given

above are correct ?

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only2and3

(C) Only1land3

(D) 1,2and 3

12. Consider the following state-

ments:

Statement-1 : Giant stars live
much longer than dwarf stars.
Statement-II : Compared to
dwarf stars, giant stars have a
greater rate of nuclear reactions.
Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

=) HA) Beth-Stafement:|-and Stat
FORM M b

men
ment-II explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-1 and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-1I does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-l1 is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-II is correct

13. Which one of the following

is synthesised in human body

that dilates blood wvessels and

increased blood flow ?

(A) Nitric oxide

(B) Nitrous oxide

(C) Nitrogen dioxide

(D) Nitrogen pentoxide

the following acti-

vities :

1. Identification of narcotics
on passengers at airports or
in aircraft

2. Monitoring of precipitation

3. Tracking the migration of
animals

In how many of the above acti-

vities can be the radars be used 7
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18.

19.

(A) Only one
(B) Only two
(C) All three
(D) None of the above

Consider the following aircraft :
1. Rafael

2. MiG-29

3. Tejas MK-1

How many of the above are
considered  fifth  generation
fighter aircraft ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

In which of the following are
hydrogels used ?

1. Controlled drug following
delivery in patients

2. Mobile air-conditioning
systems

3. Preparation of industrial
lubricants

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) Only1

(B) Only1and2

(C) Only2and3

(D) 1,2and 3

the exhaust pipe emission from
Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles,
powered by hydrogen ?

(A) Hydrogen peroxide

(B) Hydronium

(C) Oxygen

(D) Water vapour

Recently, the term ‘pumped-
storage hydropower’ is actually
and appropriately discussed in
the context of which one of the
following ?

(A) Irrigation of terraced crop
fields

(B) Liftirrigation of cereal crops

(C) Long duration energy
storage
(D) Rainwater harvesting
system

‘Membrane Bioreactors’ are often
discussed in the context of :

(A) Assisted reproductive tech-
nologies

(B) Drug delivery nanotechno-
logies

(C) Vaccine production techno-
logies

(D) Wastewater treatment tech-
nologies

20.

21,

23.

24. With

. With

With reference to the Indian
economy, “Collateral Borrowing
and Lending Obligations” are
the instruments of :

(A) Bond market

(B) Forex market

(C) Money market

(D) Stock market

Consider the following airports :
1. Deonyi Polo Airport

2.  Kushinagar International
Airport

3. Vijayawada International
Airport

In the recent past, which of the
above have been constructed as
Greenfield projects ?

(A) Only 1and?2

(B) Only2and3

(C) Only1and3

(D} 1,2and 3

reference  to  ‘water
vapour’, which of the following
statements is/are correct ?

1. It is a gas, the amount of
which  decreases  with
altitude.

2. Its percentage is maximum

e poles y .

FebsrMageaine

given below :

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Bothland2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following descrip-

tion :

1. Annual and daily range of
temperatures is low.

2. Precipitation
throughout the year.

3. Precipitation varies between
50 em-250 em.

What is this type of climate ?

occurs

(A) Equatorial climate

(B) China type climate

(C) Humid subtropical climate
(D) Marine West coast climate
reference to “Coriolis

force”, which of the following

statements is/are correct 7

1. Tt increases with increase in
wind velocity.

2. It is maximum at the poles
and is absent at the equator.

Select the answer using the code

given below :



25.

26.
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27.

28.

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and?2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

On June 21 every year, which of
the following latitude(s) expe-
rience(s) a sunlight of more than
12 hours ?

1. Equator

2.  Tropic of Cancer

3. Tropic of Capricorn

4. Arctic Circle

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) Only 1 (B) Only 2

(C) 3and 4 (D) 2and 4

One of the following regions has
the world’s largest tropical peat-
land, which holds about three
years worth of global carbon
emissions from fossil fuels; and
the possible destruction of which
can exert detrimental effect on
the global climate. Which one
of the following denotes that
region ?

(A) Amazon Basin

(B) Congo Basin

(D) Rio de la Plata Basin

With reference to perfluoroalkyl
and polyfluroalkyl substances
(PFAS) that are used in making
many consumer products, consi-
der the following statements :

1. PFAS are found to be wide-
spread in drinking water,
food and food packaging
materials.

2. PFAS are not easily degra-
ded in the environment.

3.  Persistent exposure to PFAS
can lead to bioaccumulation
in animals bodies.

Which of the statements given
above are correct ?

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only 2and3

(C) Only1and3

(D) 1,2and 3

Consider the following :
Carabid beetles
Centipedes

Flies

Termites

ol -l o

Wasps
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30.
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31.

Parasitoid species are found in
how many of the above kind of
organisms ?

(A) Onlytwo (B) Only three
(C) Only four (D) All five

Consider the following plants :
1. Groundnut

2.  Horse-gram

3.  Soybean

How many of the above belong
to the pea family ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-I : The Indian Flying
Fox is placed under the ‘vermin’
category in the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.
Statement-1I : The Indian Flying
Fox feeds on the blood of other
animals.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-

L gy sorst nd. i

men{-1 T‘exp ains 5

(B) Both Statement-1 and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-1I does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-l is correct, but
Statement-11 is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-I1 is correct

Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-I : The atmosphere is
heated more by incoming solar
radiation than by terrestrial
radiation.

Statement-1I : Carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere are good absor-
bers of long wave radiation.
Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-II explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-II are correct, but State-
ment-1I does not explain State-
ment-I

32,

(C) Statement-1 is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-1 is incorrect, but
Statement-II is correct

Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-1 : Thickness of the
troposphere at the equator is
much greater as compared to

poles.
Statement-I1 : At the equator,
heat is transported to great

heights by strong convectional
currents.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-1 and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-II explains Statement-1

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-IT does not explain State-
ment-I

(C) Statement-1 is correct, but
Statement-1I is incorrect

(D) Statement-l is incorrect, but
Statement-II is correct

Consider the following :
am.redifgderfilagzine

2. Ash and dust

3. Nitrogen compounds

4.  Sulphur compounds

How many of the above are

products of volcanic eruptions ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) Only three

(D} All four

Which of the following is/are
correct inference/ inferences
from isothermal maps in the
month of January ?

1. Isotherms deviate to the
north over the ocean and to
the south over the conti-
nent.

2. The presence of cold ocean
currents, Gulf Stream and
North Atlantic Drift make
the North Atlantic Ocean
colder and the isotherms
bend towards the north.

Select the answer using the code

given below :

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and?2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2



35. Which of the following countries

are well known as the two
largest cocoa producers in the
world ?

(A) Algeria and Morocco
(B) Botswana and Namibia
(C) Cote d'lvoire and Ghana
(D) Madagascar and Mozam-
bique
36. With reference to the Himalayan
rivers joining the Ganga down-
stream of Prayagraj from West
to East, which one of the follow-
ing sequences is correct ?
(A) Ghaghara-Gomati-Gandak-
Kosi
(B) Gomati-Ghaghara-Gandak-
Kosi
(C) Ghaghara — Gomati - Kosi-
Gandak
(D) Gomati — Ghaghara — Kosi -
Gandak

Consider the following state-
ments :
Statement-I : Rainfall is one of
the reasons for weathering of
rocks.
Statement-1I : Rain water con-

37.

FO Raitd carbonffioxideinsolotions. &

Statement-I1I : Rain water con-
tains atmospheric oxygen.
Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-1I and State-
ment-I11 are correct and both of
them explain Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-Il and State-
ment-IIl are correct, but only
one of them explains State-
ment-|

(C) Only one of the Statement-
I and IIl is correct and that
explains Statement-I

(D) Neither Statement-II
Statement-III is correct

nor

38. Consider the following coun-
tries:
1.  Finland 2. Germany
3.  Norway 4. Russia

How many of the above coun-
tries have a border with the
North Sea ?

(A) Only one
(B) Only two
(C) Only three
(D) All four
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39. Consider the following informa-

tion :

S. | Water- 3 :

No.| fall Region = River

1. Dhuan- Malwa |Narmada
dhar

2. Hundru Chota Subarna-

Nagpur |rekha

3. Gersoppa Western |Netravati

| Ghats

In how many of the above rows
is the given information correctly
matched ?

(A) Onlyone (B) Only two
(C) Allthree (D) None

40. Consider the following informa-

ton :
' Name of |
S. | Region the Type of
No. moun-  mountain
tain
range
1. |Central |Vosges | Fold
Asia mountain
2. | Europe | Alps Block
mountain
3. |North | Appala- Fold
America chians  mountain
4. South Andes  Fold
"?;‘ ﬂr S}N&D%g‘q'c?f [~ hif J'{qu.)t‘?g\‘

TS LA §
In ffow many of the above rows
is the given information correctly
matched ?

(A) Onlyone (B) Only two
(C) Only three (D) All four

41. The organisms “Cicada, Frogh-
opper and Pond skater” are :

(A) Birds (B) Fish
(C) Insects (D) Reptiles
42. Consider the following state-

ments :

Statement-I Many chewing
gums found in the market are
considered a source of environ-
mental pollution.

Statement-I1 : Many chewing
gums contain plastic as gum
base.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-II explains Statement-1

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-Il does not explain State-
ment-1

43.

45.

46.

(C) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-1I is incorrect

(D) Statement-l is incorrect, but
Statement-1I is correct

Consider the following pairs :

Animal found
’ Country in its natural
il ~ habitat
1. Brazil Indri
2. |Indonesia  Elk
3.  |Madagascar fBonobn

How many of the pairs given
above are correctly matched ?
(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

Consider the following state-
ments regarding World Toilet
Organization :

1. It is the one of the agencies
of the United Nations.

2. World Toilet Summit,
World Toilet Day and
World Toilet College are
the initiatives of this orga-
nization, to inspire action to
tackle the global sanitation

egram.mare/PaperMagzine
3.

The main focus of its fun-
ction is to grant funds to
the least developed coun-
tries and developing coun-
tries to achieve the end of
open defecation.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only2 (B) Only 3

(C) 1and2 (D) 2and 3

Consider the following state-

ments :

1. Lions do not have a parti-
cular breeding season.

2.  Unlike most other big cats,
cheetahs do not roar.

3. Unlike male lions, male
leopards do not proclaim
their territory by scent
marking.

Which of the statements given

above are correct ?

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only2and3

(C) Only1and3

(D} 1,2and 3

Which one of the following is

the correct description of ‘100
Million Farmers” ?
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(A) Itis a platform for accelera-
ting the transition towards food
and water systems that are net-
zero (carbon), nature-positive
and that aims to increase farmer
resilience

(B) Itisaninternational alliance
and a network of individuals
and farming  organisations
interested in supporting and
strengthening the development
of the organic animal husbandry
(C) It is a digital platform fully
integrated with service providers
and built on blockchain that lets
buyers, sellers and third parties
trade fertilizers quickly and
securely

(D) It is a platform with the
mission of encouraging the
farmers to form Farmer Product
Organisations or Agribusiness
Consortiums, thus facilitating
the access to global open
markets to sell their products

47, Consider the following :

1. Battery storage
2. Biomass generators
3. Fuel cells

Rouftu? solar photovoltaic

Nev wspapers

How many of the above are
considered “Distributed Energy
Resources” ?
(A) Onlyone (B) Only two
(C) Only three (D) All four

48, Which one of the following

shows a unique relationship with
an insect that has coevolved
with it and that is the only insect
that can pollinate this tree ?

(A) Fig

(B) Mahua

(C) Sandalwood

(D) Silk cotton

49, Consider the following :

1. Butterflies

2. Fish

3. Frogs

How many of the above have
poisonous species among them ?
(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

50. Consider the following :

1. Cashew
2. Papaya
3. Red sanders
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How many of the above trees
are actually native to India ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-I : There is instability
and worsening security situation
in the Sahel region.

Statement-II There have
military takeovers/coups d’etat
in several countries of the Sahel
region in the recent past.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-1l explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct but State-
ment-Il does not explain State-
ment-|

(C) Statement-l is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-I1 is correct

ments :

Statement-I : India does not
import apples from the United
States of America.

Statement-II : In India, the law
prohibits  the  import  of
Genetically  Modified  food
without the approval of the
competent authority.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-1I explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-l and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-II does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-1 is incorrect, but
Statement-1II is correct

With reference to the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, consider the
following statements :

While any resolution for the re-
moval of the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha is under consideration.

1. He/She shall not preside.

2. He/She shall not have the
right to speak.

3. He/She shall not be entitled
to vote on the resolution in
the first instance.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1

(B) Only1and2
(C) Only2and3
(D) 1,2and 3

With reference to the Indian Par-
liament, consider the following
statements :

1. A bill pending in the Lok
Sabha lapses on its disso-
lution.

2. A bill passed by the Lok
Sabha and pending in the
Rajya Sabha lapses on the
dissolution of the Lok
Sabha.

A bill in regard to which
the President of India
notified his/her intention to
summon the Houses to a
joint sitting lapses on the

fC-f ;:? ‘_}Ié‘f);e

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1 (B) 1and 2

(C) 2and 3 (D) Only 3

With reference to the Parliament
of India, consider the following
statements :

1. Prorogation of a House by
the President of India does
not require the advice of
the Council of Ministers.

2. Prorogation of a House is
generally done after the
House is adjourned sine die
but there is no bar to the
President of India proro-
gating the House which is
in session.

(o5 ]

3. Dissolution of the Lok
Sabha is done by the Presi-
dent of India who, save in
exceptional circumstances,
does so on the advice of the
Council of Ministers.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1 (B) 1and 2
(C) 2and 3 (D) Only 3
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Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-I : The European Par-
liament approved The Net-Zero
Industry Act recently.
Statement-II : The European
Union intends to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2040 and therefore
aims to develop all of its own
technology by that time.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-II are correct and State-
ment-II explains State-ment-I

(B) Both Statement-l and State-
ment-1l are correct, but State-
ment-11 does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-l is correct, but
Statemnent-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-Il is correct

Consider the following state-

ments :

Statement-I : Recently, Vene-

zuela has achieved a rapid

recovery from its economic crisis
in preventing its

=) J?Sug:?.e Iaw<sna L~
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to other countries.

Statement-11 : Venezuela has the
world’s largest oil reserves.
Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-l and State-
ment-1l are correct and State-
ment-II explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-11 are correct, but State-
ment-II does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-1 is correct, but
Statement-11 is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-I1 is correct

With reference to the Digital

India Land Records Modernisa-

tion Programme, consider the

following statements :

1. To implement the scheme,
the Central Government
provides 100% funding.

2. Under the Scheme, Cadas-
tral Maps are digitised.

3. An initiative has been
undertaken to transliterate
the Records of Rights from
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local language to any of the

languages recognized by

the Constitution of India.
Which of the statements given
above are correct ?

(A) Only1and?2
(B) Only2and3
(C) Onlyland3
(D) 1,2and 3

With reference to the ‘Pradhan
Mantri  Surakshit  Matritva
Abhiyan’, consider the following
statements :

1. This scheme guarantees a
minimum package of ante-
natal care services to
women in their second and
third trimesters of pre-
gnancy and six months
post-delivery health care
service in any governmental
health facility.

2. Under this scheme, private
sector health care providers
of certain specialities can
volunteer to provide servi-
ces at nearby government
health facilities.

Which of the statements given

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

With reference to the Pradhan

Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan

(PM-SYM) Yojana consider the

following statements :

1. The entry age group for
enrolment in the scheme is
21 to 40 years.

2. Age specific contribution
shall be made by the bene-
ficiary.

3. Each subscriber under the
scheme shall receive a mini-
mum pension of ¥ 3,000 per
month after attaining the
age of 60 years.

4. Family pension is appli-
cable to the spouse and
unmarried daughters.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) 1,3and 4

(B) Only2and3

(C) Only2

(D) 1,2and 4

61.

62.

63.

Consider the following state-
ments regarding ‘Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam’ :

1. Provisions will come into
effect from the 18th Lok
Sabha.

2. This will be in force for 15
years after becoming an
Act.

3. There are provisions for the
reservation of seats for
Scheduled Castes Women
within the quota reserved
for the Scheduled Castes.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) 1,2and 3

(B) Only 1and 2

(C) Only2and3

(D) Only1and3

Which of the following state-

ments about ‘Exercise Mitra

Shakti-2023" are correct ?

1. This was a joint military
exercise between India and

Bangladesh.

2. It commenced in Aundh
(Pune).

3. Joint  response  during

counter-terrorism

this operation.
4. Indian Air Force was a part
of this exercise.

Select the answer using the code
given below :

(A) 1,2and3 (B) 1,2and 4
(C) 1,3and4 (D) 2,3and 4

A Writ of Prohibition is an order
issued by the Supreme Court or
High Courts to :

(A) a government officer pro-
hibiting him from taking a
particular action

(B) the Parliament/Legislative
Assembly to pass a law on
Prohibition

(C) the lower court prohibiting
continuation of proceedings in a
case

(D) the Government prohi-
biting it from following an
unconstitutional policy

Consider the following state-

ments :

1. It is the Governor of the
State who recognizes and
declares any community of
that State as a Scheduled
Tribe.

M



2. A community declared as a
Scheduled Tribe in a State
need not be so in another
State.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only 1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

With reference to Union Budget,

consider the following state-

ments :

1. The Union Finance Minister
on behalf of the Prime
Minister lays the Annual
Financial Statement before
both the Houses of Parlia-
ment,

2. At the Union level, no
demand for a grant can be
made except on the recom-
mendation of the President
of India.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only]

(B) Only

68. Consider the following state-

69.

ments :

Statement-I : Sumed pipeline is
a strategic route for Persian Gulf
oil and natural gas shipments to
Europe.

Statement-1I : Sumed pipeline
connects the Red Sea with the
Mediterranean Sea.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-Il are correct and State-
ment-1I explains Statement-I

(B) Both Statement-l and State-
ment-Il are correct, but State-
ment-Il does not explain State-
ment-1

(C) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-I1 is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-I1 is correct

Consider the following state-

ments :

1. The Red Sea receives very
little precipitation in any
form.

2.  No water enters the Red

73.

74.

1. It provided for the establish-
ment of an All India Federa-
tion based on the union of
the British Indian Provinces
and Princely States.

2. Defence and Foreign Affairs
were kept under the control
of the federal legislature.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and?2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Which of the following is a work
attributed to playwright Bhasa ?
(A) Kavyalankara

(B) Natyashastra

(C) Madhyama-vyayoga

(D) Mahabhashya

Sanghabhuti, an Indian Buddhist
monk, who travelled to China
at the end of the fourth century
AD, was the author of a com-
mentary on :

(A) Prajnaparamita Sutra

(B) Visuddhimagga

(C) Sarvastivada Vinaya
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67.

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Who of the following is the
author of the books ‘The India
Way" and ‘Why Bharat Matters’ ?

(A) Bhupender Yadav

(B) Nalin Mehta

(C) Shashi Tharoor

(D) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

Consider the following pairs :

5. Reason for being
No. e in the news

1. |Argentina | Worst economic
crisis

2. [Sudan War between the
country’s regular
army and
paramilitary forces

3. |Turkey |Rescinded its
membership of
NATO

How many of the pairs given
above are correctly matched ?
(A) Only one pair

(B) Only two pair

(C) Only three pair

(D) None of the pairs
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71.

72.

of the state
above is/are correct ?
(A) Only1
(B) Only2
(C) Both1and?2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), which
one of the following is the lar-
gest source of sulphur dioxide
emissions ?

(A) Locomotives
fuels

(B) Ships using fossil fuels

(C) Extraction of metals from
ores

(D) Power plants using fossil
fuels

Who was the Provisional
President of the Constituent
Assembly before Dr. Rajendra
Prasad took over ?

(A) C. Rajagopalachari

(B) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

(C) T.T. Krishnamachari

(D) Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha
With reference to the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, consi-
der the following statements :

ents given

using fossil

75.

76.

Consider the following proper-
ties included in the World Heri-
tage List released by UNESCO :
1. Shantiniketan

2. Rani-ki-Vav

3. Sacred Ensembles of the
Hoysalas

4. Mahabodhi Temple Com-
plex at Bodhgaya

How many of the above proper-
ties were included in 2023 ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) Only three

(D) All four

As per Article 368 of the Con-
stitution of India, the Parliament
may amend any provision of the
Constitution by way of :

1.  Addition
2. Variation
3.  Repeal

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only2and3

(C) Onlyland3

(D) 1,2, and 3
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78.

Consider the following coun-
tries :

1. TItaly

2. Japan

3. Nigeria

4,  South Korea
5.  South Africa

Which of the above countries are
frequently mentioned in the
media for their low birth rates,
or ageing population or declin-
ing population ?

(A) 1,2and 4

(B) 1,3and5

(C) Only2and4

(D) Only3and5

Which of the following state-
ments are correct in respect of a
Money Bill in the Parliament ?

1. Article 109 mentions special
procedure in respect of
Money Bills.

2. A Money Bill shall not be
introduced in the Council
of States.

3. The Rajya Sabha can either
approve the Bill or suggest

FOR Nichangesbutcanmotrgject i
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4. Amendments to a Money
Bill suggested by the Rajya
Sabha have to be accepted
by the Lok Sabha.

Select the answer using the code
given below :

(A) Only1land?2

(B) Only2and3

(C) 1,2and 3

(D) 1,3and 4

Which of the following is/are

correctly matched in terms of
equivalent rank in the three ser-

80. The North Eastern Council
(NEC) was established by the
North Eastern Council Act, 1971,
Subsequent to the amendment
of NEC Act in 2002, the Council
comprises which of the follow-
ing members ?

1. Governor of the Constituent
State.

2. Chief Minister of the Con-
stituent State.

3. Three Members to be nomi-
nated by the President of
India.

4.  The
India.

Home Minister of
Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) Only1,2and3

(B) Only1,3and4

(C) Only2and4

(D) 1,2,3and 4

Consider the following state-
ments :

Statement-1I : If the United States
of America (USA) were to
default on its debt, holders of US
Treasury Bonds will not be able

81.
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Statement-I1 The USA
Government debt is not backed
by any hard assets, but only by
the faith of the Government.
Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-l and State-
ment-1l are correct and State-
ment-II explains Statement-1

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-II are correct, but State-
ment-IT does not explain State-

vices of Indian Defence forces ? ment-I

S. No. | Army Airforce . Navy

e ' E:‘-rigadier Air Commodore .?Eomma_nder 0
2. |Major General Air Vice Marshal | Vice Admiral
3. | Major Squadron Leader Lieutenant Commander
4. | Lieutenant Colonel Group Captain | Captain

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) land 4

(B) 1and3

(C) 2,3and 4

(D) Only 3
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(C) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-I1 is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-1II is correct

82. Consider the following state-

ments :

83.

84,

85.

Statement-I : Syndicated lending
spreads the risk of borrower
default across multiple lenders.
Statement-II : The syndicated
loan can be a fixed amount/
lump sum of funds, but cannot
be a credit line.

Which one of the following is
correct in respect of the above
statements ?

(A) Both Statement-] and State-
ment-1l are correct and State-
ment-1I explains Statement-1

(B) Both Statement-I and State-
ment-1l are correct, but State-
ment-1l does not explain State-
ment-I

(C) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect

(D) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-II is correct

Consider the following state-
ments in respect of the digital
rupee :

1. It is a sovereign currency
issued by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) in alignment
with its monetary policy.

rs as a liability on
It is insured against infla-
tion by its very design.

It is freely convertible
against commercial bank
money and cash.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only1and3

(C) Only2and4

(D) 1,2and 4

With reference to ancient India,

Gautama Buddha was generally

known by which of the follow-

ing epithets ?

1. Nayaputta

2. Shakyamuni

3. Tathagata

Select the correct answer using

the code given below :

(A) Only1

(B) Only2and3

(C) 1,2and 3

(D) None of the above are

epithets of Gautama Buddha

Consider the following informa-
tion :

AReEllagzin.
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5. No. | Archaeological Site | State Description
e | Chandraketugarh “|Odisha |Trad ing Port town
2 | Inamgaon i Maharashtra | Chalcolithic site
3 | Mangadu 'Kerala Megalithic site
4. |Salihundam |Andhra Pradesh | Rock-cut cave shrines

In which of the above rows is
the given information correctly
matched ?

(A) Tand2 (B) 2and 3

(C) 3and 4 (D) 1and 4

Who of the following rulers of
medieval India gave permission
to the Portuguese to build a fort
at Bhatkal ?

(A) Krishnadevaraya

(B) Narasimha Saluva

(C) Muhammad Shah IT1

(D) Yusuf Adil Shah

With reference to the revenue co-
llection by Cornwallis, consider
the following statements :

1. Under the Ryotwari Settle-
ment of revenue collection,
the peasants were exempted
from revenue payment in
case of bad harvests or
natural calamities.

Zamindar failed to pay his
revenues to the state, on or
before the fixed date, he
would be removed from his
Zamindari.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only 1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and?2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following state-

ments :

1. There are no parables in
Upanishads.

2. Upanishads were composed
earlier than the Puranas.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

(A) Only1

(B) Only2

(C) Both1and?2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following state-
ments :

1. India is a member of the In-
ternational Grains Council.
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2. A country needs to be a
member of the International
Grains Council for exporting
or importing rice and wheat.

Which of the statements given

above is/are correct ?

(A) Only 1

(B) Only2

(C) Bothland2

(D) Neither 1 nor 2

Which one of the following was
the latest inclusion in the
Intangible Cultural Heritage List
of UNESCO?

(A) Chhau dance

(B) Durga puja

(C) Garba dance

(D) Kumbh mela

How many Delimitation Commi-
ssions have been constituted by
the Government of India till
December 2023 ?

Maba»ines i{@ J}E‘O,.-F@J@

C]" Three

The Constitution (715;t Amend-
ment) Act, 1992 amends the
Eighth Schedule to the Constitu-
tion to include which of the
following languages ?

1.  Konkani 2. Manipuri
3. Nepali 4. Maithili

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) 1,2and3 (B) 1,2and 4
(C) 1,3and4 (D) 2,3and 4

Consider the following pairs :

O'I.II'

S. Party Its Leader
No.
1. Bharatiya Dr. Shyama Prasad

Jana Sangh Mukherjee

2. |Socialist  C. Rajagopalachari
Party

3. |Congress  Jagjivan Ram
for
Democracy

4. Swatantra Acharya Narendra
Party Dev

How many of the above are
correctly matched ?

(B) Only two
(D) All four

(A) Only one
(C) Only three

94.

95.
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Which of the following state-
ments are correct about the
Constitution of India ?

1. Powers of the Municipali-
ties are given in Part IX A
of the Constitution.

2. Emergency provisions are
given in Part XVIII of the
Constitution.

3. Provisions related to the
amendment of the Consti-
tution are given in Part XX
of the Constitution.

Select the answer using the code

given below :

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only2and 3

(C) Only1and3

(D) 1,2and 3

Which one of the following
statements is correct as per the
Constitution of India ?
(A} Inter-State trade and com-
merce is a State subject under
the State List
(B) Inter-State migration is a
State subject under the State List
(C) Inter-State quarantine is a
Union_subj e
F?.fedf?"g%a?f‘g PVS =To §2fRe
(D) Corporation tax is a State
subject under the State List

Under which of the following
Articles of the Consititution of
India, has the Supreme Court of
India placed the Right to
Privacy ?

(A) Article15 (B) Article 16
(C) Article19 (D) Article 21

What are the duties of the Chief

of Defence Staff (CDS) as Head

of the Department of Military

Affairs ?

1. Permanent Chairman of
Chiefs of Staff Committee

2. Exercise military command
over the three Service
Chiefs

3. Principal Military Advisor
to Defence Minister on all
tri-services matters

Select the correct answer using
the code given below :

(A) 1,2and 3

(B) Only1and2
(C) Only2and3
(D) Only1and3
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Operations undertaken by the
Army towards upliftment of the
local population in remote areas
to include addressing of their
basic needs is called :

(A) Operation Sankalp

(B) Operation Maitri

(C) Operation Sadbhavana

(D) Operation Madad

The longest border between any
two countries in the world is
between :

(A) Canada and the United
States of America

(B) Chile and Argentina

(C) China and India

(D) Kazakhstan and Russian
Federation

100. Which of the following state-

FORsMaxe

ments about the Ethics Com-

mittee in the Lok Sabha are

correct ?

1. Initially it was an ad-hoc
Committee.

2. Only a member of the Lok
Sabha can make a com-

plaint relating to unethical

conduct of a member of

the Lok Sabha.

[demifitees) [GamhGt

take up any matter which

is sub-judice.

Select the answer using the

code given below :

(A) Only1and2

(B) Only2and3

(C) Onlyland3

(D) 1,2and 3
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(D) Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is a
standard demographic indicator
used internationally to estimate
the average number of children
that a woman would have over
the child bearing years (i.e., age
15-19) based on the current birth
rate.

(D) Liquidity Adjustment Faci-
lity refers to the RBI's operations
through which it injects/absorbs
liquidity into/from the banking
system. It consists of overnight
as well as term repo/reverse
repos (fixed as well as variable
rates), standing deposit facility,
and marginal standing facility.
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LAF facility is available only for
scheduled commercial banks.

. (D) Major players in the G-secu-

rities and corporate bonds are
commercial banks, and primary
dealers besides  institutional
investors like insurance com-
panies, pension funds. Other
participants include coopera-
tive banks, RRB, Mutual Funds,
Provident Funds and Pension
Funds. FPIs are allowed to parti-
cipate in G-securities market
within the quantitative limits.
Corporates also buy/sell the G-
securities to manage their over-
all portfolio.

. (D) Motor vehicles are not con-

sidered financial instrument but
ETF and currency swap are
financial instruments. Financial
instrument’s value is ‘derived’
from an underlying assets such
as a share, commodity or index.
A currency swap is an agree-
ment in which two parties
exchange the principal amount
of a loan and the interest in one
currency for the principal and
interest in another currency.

actlvny of tertiary
sector, dairy farm is in anary
Sector, mineral exploration is a
primary activity, while weaving
cloth comes under secondary
sector.

. (©)

. (B) Farmers plough and a com-

puter are example of fixed
capital, while yarn used by the
weaver and petrol are example
of working capital.

(C) In his book “The Metaverse :
And how it will Revolutionise
Everything, author and investor
Mathew Ball defined the Met-
averse as, “A massively scaled
and interoperable network of
real-time rendered 3D virtual
worlds that can be experienced
synchronously and persistently
by an effectively unlimited num-
ber of users with an individual
sense of presence and with con-
tinuity of data such as identity,

history, entitlements, objects
communications  and  pay-
ments,”

. (B) The minimum start-up

capital requirement for wholly

10.

11,

12.

13.

owned subsidiary of a foreign
bank would by ¥ 3 billion and
the WOS shall be required to
maintain acapital adequacy ratio
of 10% or as may be prescribed
from time te time on a conti-
nuous basis, from the com-
mencement of its operations.
Further, not less 50% of the
directors should be Indian
nationals resident in India.

(A) Rule 2(1) (d) (iv) of the Com-
panies (CSR Policy), Rules 2014
states that any activity bene-
fiting employees of the company
shall not be considered as
eligible CSR activity.

Every company which needs to
comply with the CSR provisions
have to spend 2% of the average
net profits made during the pre-
ceding 3 years.

(B) Radiation isotope thermo-
electric generators (RTGs) con-
vert heat from radioactive decay
into electricity using thermo-
couples. They provide power for
spacecraft and remote instal-
lations and reliable energy for
decades.
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generators are not miniature
fission reactors. These use the
natural radioactive decay of
plutonium-238 (a byproduct of
weapons development) to gene-
rate heat, which is then con-
verted into electricity using a
thermocouple. There is no
nuclear fission in RTG.
Radiation-isotope thermoelectric
generators provide electrical
power for spacecraft, especially
in situations where solar power
is impractical or insufficient.

(D) Giant stars have shorter life-
spans than dwarf stars because
their massive cores burn through
nuclear fuel more quickly, and
their overall lifespan is shorter.
Giant stars, because of their
higher mass, are hotter and
denser. As a result, giant stars
have higher rates of nuclear
reactions. These intense nuclear

reactions contribute to their
luminosity and energy pro-
duction.

(A) Nitric oxide (NO) is synthe-
sized in the human body and
plays an important role in
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vasodilation. It relaxes the blood
vessels, improves blood flow,
and supplies oxygen to the
tissues, Nitric oxide is a
chemical compound that plays
an important role in cell
metabolism. It is also important
for coordinating tissue energy
demand with supply. It also acts
as a neuro-transmitter and is
involved in a variety of func-
tions, including neuronal activity
and learning.

(C) Radar uses radio waves to
detect and locate objects by
transmitting and  analyzing
reflected signals. Radars enable
accurate tracking and survei-
llance over long distances and in
a variety of conditions. Radar
can be used to detect contraband
(such as drugs) at airports or on
passengers in aircraft.

Weather radars are helpful in
monitoring and tracking rainfall,
measuring rainfall intensity, and
predicting weather patterns.
Also, radar can be used to track
the migration of animals, espe-
cially birds and bats.

15 {D) Fifthcgeneration pirerafe are

16.

advanced multi-role fighter jets,
capable of operating in extre-
mely austere combat environ-
ments against the most advan-
ced current and potential threats.
India does not yet have fifth
generation aircraft. The Cabinet
Committee on Security in March
2024 (CCS) has approved the
project for the design and deve-
lopment of India’s fifth genera-
tion combat  aircraft, the
Advanced Medium Combat
Aircraft (AMCA). Countries
with fifth generation fighter
aircraft include America (F-22
Raptor, F-35A Lightning 1I),
China (J-20 Mighty Dragon) and
Russia (Sukhoi Su-57).

(D) Hydrogels are polvmeric
materials that are hydrated and
highly cross-linked on a three-
dimensional (3D) level and have
high elasticity and the ability to
swell and shrink depending on
the hydration level of their stru-
cture. They are used in medical
applications, such as wound
dressings, drug delivery systems,
and tissue engineering,.
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® Hydrogels are widely used
in controlled drug delivery
systems because they can
encapsulate  drugs  and
release them in a controlled
manner over time.

@ Hydrogels can be used in
mo-bile air-conditioning
systems because they can
absorb and release moisture,
which is useful in humidity
control.

® Hydrogels can be used in
industrial  lubricants  to
improve their properties,
such as reducing friction and
wear and improving thermal
stability,

17. (D) Fuel-Cell Electric Vehicles

18.

19.

20.
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(FCEVs) are powered by hydro-
gen. These are more efficient
than conventional internal com-
bustion engine vehicles and
produce no harmful tailpipe
emissions. They emit only water
vapor and hot air.

(C) Pumped Storage Hydro-
power (PSH) plants are storage
systems based on hydropower
operations between two or more

with an elevation difference. At
the time of demand, downward
water flow generates electricity
with a hydraulic turbine, and
water is pumped back to the
upper reservoir using power
from grid or RE sources, with an
overall efficiency of 75-80%.

(D) ‘Membrane bioreactors’ are
widely discussed in the context
of industrial wastewater treat-
ment technologies. This techno-
logy combines biological treat-
ment (using microorganisms)
with membrane filtration to
efficiently remove pollutants
from waste water. These mem-
branes act as barriers, allowing
clean water to pass through
while retaining suspended solids
and microorganisms.

(C) Collateral Borrowing and
Lending Obligation (CBLO) is a
money market instrument intro-
duced by the Clearing Corpora-
tion of India Ltd. (CCIL) with
effect from January 20, 2003. In
the CBLO market financial
entities can avail short term
loans by providing prescribed

21

22,

23.

24,

securities as collateral. In terms
of functioning and objectives,
the CBLO market is almost
similar to the call money market.
(A) Under the Green Field Air-
ports Policy 2008, Gol has
accorded ‘In Principle” approval
for setting up of 21 Green Field
Airports namely : Mopa (Goa);

Navi Mumbai, Shirdi and
Sindhudurg (Maharashtra);
Kalaburgi, Vijayapura Shiva-

moga (Karnataka); Dabra (MP);
Kushinagar and Noida (Jewar,

UP), Dholera and Hirasar
(Guijarat); Karaikal (Pudu-
cherry); Dagadarthi; Bhoga-
puram and Orvakal (Andhra
Pradesh);  Durgapur  (West
Bengal); Pakyong  (Sikkim);
Kannur (Kerala); Donyi Polo

Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh).
(A) Statement 1 is correct : The
partial pressure of water vapour
in the atmosphere decreases
dramatically with height. Atmos-
pheric water vapour drops
significantly with latitude.
Statement 2 is incorrect : The
amount of water vapour in the
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nearly 10 times that at the poles.

(D) The marine west coast
climate is found in regions such
as North-western FEurope, the
western coast of North America,
northern California, southern
Chile, south-eastern Australia,
and New Zealand. Due to the
ocean’s influence, the tempera-
ture remains moderate, with
relatively warmer winters com-
pared to other areas at the same
latitude. In summer, the average
temperature ranges from 15%
20°C, while in winter, it ranges
from 4°-10°C. Both annual and
daily temperature ranges are
minimal. Precipitation is evenly
distributed throughout the year,
with amounts varying from 50-
250 cm.

(C) Statement 1 is correct : The
coriolis force is directly related
to the wind speed, meaning that
as the wind speed increases, so
does the strength of the coriolis
force. When the wind speed is at
a standstill, there is no coriolis
force present. As an object’s
speed increases, its inertia also



increases, requiring a greater
force to alter its course. The
coriolis force, acting perpendi-
cular to the wind’s direction (to
the right in the Northern Hemis-
phere), does not impact the
wind speed but rather alters its
direction. It is important to note
that the coriolis force does not
create wind, but rather influen-
ces its path.

Statement 2 is correct : The
magnitude of the coriolis force
depends on latitude. At the
equator the coriolis force is zero
and it increases towards the
poles,

(D) Statements 2 and 4 are
correct : The longest day of the
summer is the summer solstice,
which occurs on June 21. It
occurs when the sun is exactly
overhead the Tropic of Cancer,
or precisely over 23-5 degrees
north latitude. This day is dis-
tinguished by an increased
amount of energy obtained from
the sun. The day length
around 13 hours. At the Arctic
Circle, the sun never sets during
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Summer Solstice, the sun begins
to sink toward the horizon.

(B) The Congo Basin, together
with Brazil and Indonesia,
houses the largest tropical peat
lands in the world. Within the
Congo Basin, the peat swamp
forest acts as storage for
approximately 29 billion tons of
carbon, this is roughly equiva-
lent to three years’ worth of
global greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Additionally, the entire
Basin absorbs nearly 1-5 billion
tons of carbon dioxide annually.
This vast region spans across six
countries, namely Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo,
Congo, Equatorial Guinea, and
Gabon.  Unfortunately,  the
climate crisis has led to more
frequent extreme weather events,
exacerbating issues such as food
and water scarcity, impacting
global economies, and posing
threats to human well-being,.

(D) Statement 1 is correct : Per-
fluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) are synthetic
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chemicals found in many pro-
ducts, such as clothing, carpets,
fabrics for furniture, adhesives,
paper packaging for food, and
heat-resistant/non-stick
cookware. They are also present
in fire-fighting foams (or
aqueous film forming foam;
AFFF) used by both civilian and
military firefighters.
Statement 2 is correct : PFAS are
persistent (i.e.,, they do not break
down) in the environment, and
since they are used in the manu-
facturing of so many products,
they are widespread inter-
nationally.
Statement 3 is correct : Accord-
ing to the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry
(ASTDR), some studies and
suggest that certain PFAS may
be associated with :
@ Bioaccumulation in Animal
bodies
@ Fertility issues and pregna-
ncy-induced  hypertension/
preeclampsia
@ Increased cholesterol

@ Changes in the immune
x? ﬂfﬁlwtﬁ’ﬁnd&» ht ips
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schedule V of Indian Wildlife
Protection Act 1972 and Inter-
national Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN), The
Indian Flying Fox (Pteropus
giganteus) species is labeled as
‘vermin’ on the impression that
it poaches ripe fruits from
orchards and defecates in public
places. Which causes and car-
riers various harmful diseases.

Statement 1l is incorrect : The
Indian flying fox is frugl-vorous
or nectarivorous, ie, it eats
fruits or eat blossoms and drink
nectar from flowers. It is a
primarily generalist feeder.

(D) Statement I is incorrect : The
earth after being heated itself
becomes a radiating body and it
radiates energy to the atmos-
phere in long wave form. This
energy heats up the atmosphere
from below. This process is
known as terrestrial radiation.
Statement Il is correct : The long
wave radiation is absorbed by
the atmospheric gases particu-

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

larly by carbon dioxide and the
other greenhouse gases.

(A) Statement 1 is correct : The
troposphere is the lowermost
layer of the atmosphere. Its
average height is 13 km and
extends roughly to a height of 8
km near the poles and about 18

km at the equator.
Statement II is correct : Thick-
ness of the troposphere is

greatest at the equator because
heat is transported to great
heights by strong convectional
currents.

(D) All statement are correct :
The materials which are thrown
out during volcanic activity are:
lava flows, pyroclastic debris,
volcanic bombs, ash, dust and
gases such as nitrogen com-
pounds, sulphur compounds
and minor amounts of chlorine,
hydrogen and argon.

(A) Statement 1 is Correct: In
January the isotherms deviate to
the north over the ocean and to
the south over the continent.
This can be seen on the North
Atlantic Oce@n
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presence of warm  ocean
currents, Gulf Stream and North
Atlantic drift, make the Northern
Atlantic Ocean warmer and the
isotherms bend towards the
north.

(C) During the previous cocoa
season, approximately 4-9million
metric tonnes of cocoa were
cultivated on a global scale, Cote
d'Ivoire and Ghana stand out as
the leading cocoa-producing
nations, contributing to nearly
60% of the total cocoa produc-
tion worldwide. Ecuador follows
closely behind with a 9% share.
In terms of Asian production,
Indonesia holds the title of the
largest cocoa producer.

(B) Gomti river meets river
Ganga near Saidpur, Kaithi, 27
kilometers from Varanasi dis-
trict. Ghaghara river joins river
Ganga near Chhapra, Bihar.
Gandak river joins river Ganga
at Hajipur town near Patna. Kosi
river joins river Ganga near
Kursela in the Kathihar district
of Bihar.

=
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(A) Statement 1 is correct
Rainfall and temperature can
affect the rate in which rocks
weather, High temperatures and
greater rainfall increase the rate
of chemical weathering.
Statement 2 is correct : Normal
rain has a pH of about 56; it is
slightly acidic because carbon
dioxide (CO,) dissolves into it
forming weak carbonic acid.
Statement 3 is Correct : Solid
particles (Dust) and gases (O,
CO,, NO,, H,S...) in the atmos-
phere are dissolved in rainwater
resulting in a wide range in
chemical composition, as well as
variation in pH.

(B) The nations bordering the
North Sea consist of the United
Kingdom, France, Belgium, the

Netherlands, Germany, Den-
mark, and Norway.
(A) Rows 1 is incorrect :

Dhuadhar Falls is in Jabalpur
district of Madhya Pradesh. It
originates from Narmada river
Jabalpur is located in Maha-
koshal region.

2 is orrt.ct Hundru

drkhand) Chota
Nagpur reglon and on the
Subarnarekha river.

Rows 3 is incorrect : Gersoppa
waterfall located in the western
Ghat and on the Sharavathi
river.

(B) Rows 1 is incorrect : Vosges
is Block Type Mountain and
located in France.

Rows 2 is incorrect : Alps is in
Europe and type Fold Mountain.
Rows 3 is correct : Appalachians
is in North America and type of
Fold Mountain.

Rows 4 is correct : Andes is in
South-America and type of Fold
Mountain,

(C) Cicada, Froghopper, and
Pond skater are not birds, fish
and reptiles. All three are

insects. Male cicadas are disting-
uished by their unique voice,
Spi-ttlebugs, or froghoppers, are
renowned for their long-dis-
tance jumping prowess. Because
of surface tension and specially
designed legs, pond skaters, also
known as water striders, are
insects that can walk on water.
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(A) Chewing gum is predomi-
nantly made from synthetic
rubber, which is essentially a
form of plastic. As we chew,
these gum particles break down
into tiny pieces, often referred to
as microplastics.

These microplastics pose a signi-
ficant problem as they don't
biodegrade but persist in the
environment for years.

(D) Pair1 is incorrectly matched :
Indris are found in the north-
eastern part of Madagascar,
residing in coastal and montane
rainforest from sea level to
1,800 m.

Pair 2 is incorrectly matched :
Elk were once found across
much of North America but they
were killed off and driven to
take refuge in more remote
locations. Today they live
primarily in western North
America, especially in moun-
tainous landscapes such as
Wyoming's National Elk Refuge
and Yellowstone National Park.

Pair 3 is incorrectly matched :
Wild bonobos can only be found

River in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC).

They weren't recognized as a
separate species until 1929. As

the last great ape to be
scientifically described, much
remains unknown about the

bonobo—including the extent of
its geographic range.

(A) Statement 1 is incorrect :
Founded on 19 November, 2001,
World  Toilet  Organization
(WTO) is a global non-profit
committed to improving toilet
and sanitation conditions world-
wide.

Statement 2 is correct : The
World  Toilet  Organization
(WTQ) achieved several mile-
stones in promoting global sani-
tation. In 2001, it established
World Toilet Day and the World
Toilet Summit, followed by the
World Toilet College in 2005. A
significant achievement came on
24 July, 2013, when 122 countries
co-sponsored a UN resolution
to designate 19 November as
World Toilet Day. WTO gained
consultative status with the UN

45,
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Economic and Social Council
that year. This recognition
highlights growing awareness,
echoed in Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal #6, which aims for
universal access to sanitation
and an end to open defecation
by 2030.

Statement 3 is incorrect : WTO
empowers individuals through
education, training and building
local market-place opportunities
to advocate for clean and safe
sanitation facilities in their
communities.

(A) Statement 1 is correct : Lions
do not have a specific breeding
season, unlike some other
animals that reproduce during
particular times of the year. This
adaptability allows them to
respond to changing environ-
ental conditions and ensures a
more continuous reproductive
cycle.

Statement 2 is correct : Unlike
most other big cats like lions,
tigers, and leopards, cheetahs do
not have the physiological ability
to roar. Instead, they communi-
zations including purrs, growls,
hisses, and chirps.

Statement 3 is incorrect : Leo-
pards employ various methods
to mark their territories due to
their keen senses. Both males
and females use urine marking,
with males often scraping the
ground after urinating to trans-
fer scent onto their feet during
territorial patrols. Additionally,
leopards rub their faces and
necks on vegetation, transferring
secretions from cheek glands
that carry olfactory messages to
communicate with other leo-
pards in their territory.

(A) 100 million farmers is an
initiative under World Econo-
mic Forum for building farmer
resilience for food security, in
support of a transition to net-
zero and nature positive food
and water system by 2030.

(D) Distributed energy resources
(DER) often refer to small gene-
rating units that are located on
the consumer side of the meter.
Distributed energy resources are
small, modular energy produc-

lina
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tion and storage technologies
that provide electrical capacity
or energy where you need it.
Distributed energy resources
include :
® Wind-generating units
® Battery storage
® Roof-top solar photovoltaic
units
® Biomass generator
® Fuel cell
® Open- and closed-cycle gas
turbines
® Reciprocating engines (diesel,
oil)
® Use of batteries in electric
vehicles
(A) Option (A) is correct : Figs
and fig wasps depend on each
other to reproduce and this is
a fantastic example of co-
evolution.
Fig wasps, specifically of the
chalcidoid subfamily  Agao-
ninae, are highly specialized gall
makers. Female fig wasps enter
the syconium, the fig plant's
inflorescence, where they trans-
fer pollen to concealed flowers
nﬂ [a 58 a’%nrﬁgme As th
Virvde Hbdd on
both embryo and endosperm.
Male wasps emerge first, mating
with females still inside the
galled flowers. Females later
exit, collecting pollen, some-
times storing it in special body
cavities, and leave through
holes chewed by males. Male fig
wasps, lacking wings with
underdeveloped eyes and anten-
nae, possess disproportionately
large legs and man-dibles,
Numeous parasitic Hymeno-
ptera are associated with figs,
some developing on fig tissues
and others acting as parasitoids
of fig wasps.
(C) In the battleground of nature,
many animals have evolved
mechanisms to both eat and
avoid being eaten. This inclu-
des the production of chemical
toxins, which may be used to
incapacitate prey and make it
easier to catch and eat, or to
defend themselves from would
be predators.
Butterflies : Generally, butter-
flies are not poisonous to
humans. However, some species,
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especially caterpillars, can be
toxic if ingested due to toxins
they acquire from the plants
they feed on. These toxins are
primarily a defense mechanism
against predators rather than
inherent toxicity in the butterfly
itself.

Fish : Many species of fish,
particularly in tropical waters,
can be poisonous or venomous.
Examples include the lionfish,
stonefish, and pufferfish (fugu).
These fish produce toxins either
in their flesh or through spines
that can cause serious harm or
even death if consumed or if
stung.

Frogs : Some frogs, especially
those in the family Dendroba-
tidae (poison dart frogs), are
known for their toxicity. These
frogs secrete toxins through
their skin, which can be lethal to
predators. However, not all
frogs are poisonous; many are
harmless to humans.

(A)

(A) Statement 1 is correct : The
central Sahel region, encompa-

tania and Niger, iS5 facing a
severe humanitarian and pro-
tection crisis that has already
driven millions of people from
their homes.

Statement 2 is Correct : The
political, security and economic
situation,  characterized by
repeated coups d'état, an intense
and expanding armed conflict
and extreme poverty, is expec-

ted to deteriorate further in
2024,
(D) 53.(A)

(B) Article 107 of the Indian
Constitution mentions certain
circumstances under which a
bill lapses. when a bill lapses, it
no longer remains before Parlia-
ment. In such a situation, the bill
must be reintroduced and all
procedures must be followed
again,

related the

Circumstances to

lapse of a bill :

e A bill pending in the Lok
Sabha lapses on the dissolu-
tion of the Lok Sabha whether
the bill was originated in the
Lok Sabha or it came to the

55.
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Lok Sabha after being trans-
mitted from the Rajya Sabha.
A bill passed by the Lok
Sabha which is pending in
the Rajya Sabha will lapse on
the dissolution of the Lok
Sabha.

A bill which has originated
in the Rajya Sabha and which
is pending in the Rajva Sabha
and has not been passed by
the Lok Sabha will not lapse.
A bill which has been passed
by both the Houses and has
been presented to the Presi-
dent for assent will not lapse.
A bill returned by the Presi-
dent for reconsideration will
not lapse.

A bill regarding which the
President has given notice of
his intention to convene a
joint sitting of the Houses
will not lapse on the dis-
solution of the Lok Sabha.

All  motions, resolutions,
amendments etc. pending in
the Lok Sabha lapse on its
dissolution.

(C) The session of thc House is

qgg,nmgyedby the Dres

resident perrf{'&rms this t h&gln}::‘“"

the advice of the Council of
Ministers. When the House is
adjourned sine die, it is usually
followed by prorogation, but
there is no restriction on the
President proroguing the House
while it is in session. It is note-
worthy that prorogation ends
the session.

Dissolution is also within the
President's power. Except in
exceptional circumstances, the
President performs this task on
the advice of the Council of
Ministers.

(C) On 25 April, 2024, the Euro-
pean Parliament adopted in
plenary with 361 votes in favour,
121 against and 45 abstentions
the Net Zero Industry Act. The
EU has set itself a legally bind-
ing target of achieving net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by
2050.

(D)

(D) Digital India Land Records
Modernisation Programme erst-
while National Land Record
Modernisation Programme was

D
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revamped and converted as a
Central Sector Scheme with
effect from 1st April, 2016 with
100% funding by the centre,
Digitisation of cadestral Maps/
FMBs/Tippans is one of the
components of DILRMP. In
order to address the problem of
linguistic barriers in land gover-
nance, the Government with the
technical support of centre for
development of advanced com-
puting Pune, has undertaken an
initiative to transliterate the
Records of Rights available in
local language to any of the 22
schedule VIII languages of the
Constitution of India.

(B) Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan aims to
provide assured, comprehensive
and quality antinatal care free of
cost, universally to all pregnant
women on the 9th of every
month in their second and third
trimesters of pregnancy. State-
ment-1 is partially correct as it is
not intended to provide post-
delivery healthcare. The pro-
gramme fﬂlluws a L-.yc;tematic
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motivating private practitioners
to volunteer for the campaign
developing strategies for gene-
rating awareness and appealing
to the private sectors to partici-
pate in the Abhiyan at govern-
ment health facilities.
(B) Entry age under the PM-
SYM is between 18 and 40 years.
Statement-1 is incorrect. PM-
SYM is a voluntary and contri-
butory pension scheme for the
workers of unorganised sector.
Statement-2 is correct. State-
ment-3 is also correct but state-
ment-4 is incorrect as family
pension is not applicable for
unmarried daughters.
(©
(D) The ninth edition of the joint
military exercise ‘Mitra Shakti-
2023" concluded in  Aundh
(Pune). The exercise was con-
ducted from 16 November to 29
November, 2023. The Indian
contingent of 120 personnel was
represented mainly by soldiers
of the Maratha Light Infantry
Regiment in this military
exercise,
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63.

(©)

64. (B) According to Article 342(1)

of the Indian Constitution, “The
President may, with respect to
any State or Union Territory and
where it is a State, after con-
sultation with the Governor, by
public notification, specify tribes
or tribal communities or parts or
groups of tribes or tribal com-
munities as Scheduled Tribes in
relation to that State or Union
Territory.”

65. (B) Article 112 says that every

year the Annual Financial
Statement is caused to be laid
before both houses of Parlia-
ment by the President of India.
So, the Union Finance Minister
presents the budget on behalf of
the President. The provisions
will come into effect after the
completion of the first delimita-
tion exercise undertaken after
the commencement of the bill.
Hence, statement I is not correct.

66. (D) 67. (B)
68. (A) Statement 1 is correct : The
Suez-Mediterranean Pipeline

69.

70.

(SUMED) is a strategic route for

[Vizansparfing-oil dndymaturdligase oy m'?d M

from the Persian Gulf to Europe.
It's a 200-mile long pipeline in
Egypt that runs from the Gulf of
Suez to the Mediterranean Sea.
The pipeline acts as an alter-
native to the Suez Canal.
Statement II is correct : The
SUMED pipeline connects the
Red Sea with the Mediterranean
Sea. It transports crude oil north
through Egypt and has a capa-
city of 25 million barrels per
day.

(C) Statement 1 is correct : The
Red Sea region receives very
little precipitation in any form.
The Red Sea is between arid
land, desert and semi desert.
Statement 2 is correct : The Red
Sea is one of the saltiest bodies
of water in the world, owing to
high evaporation and low preci-
pitation; no significant rivers or
streams draining into the sea,
and its southern connection to
the Gulf of Aden, an arm of the
Indian Ocean, is narrow.

(D) The largest source of SO5 in
the atmosphere is the burning of
fossil fuels by power plants and

71.

72,

73.
75.

76.

78.

other industrial facilities. Smal-
ler sources of S0, emissions
include : industrial processes
such as extracting metal from
ore; natural sources such as
volcanoes; and locomotives,
ships and other vehicles and
heavy equipment that burn fuel
with a high sulfur content.

(D) Dr. Sachchidanand Sinha
was made the interim President
(temporary) of the Constituent
Assembly on 9 December, 1946.
After this, on 11 December,
1946, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was
elected as the President of the
Constituent Assembly.

(A) The Government of India
Act 1935 proposed a federal
structure for India, in which
powers were divided between
the Central government and the
provinces. It provided for a
federal structure with a strong
Central government, creating a
bicameral federal legislature. By
the Act of 1935, dual rule was
abolished at the provincial level
and it was implemented at the
center and subjects Iike defense

g pfairs [ w. e
under tim direct ¢ contro] ﬁf/ fhe '{

Governor General.

©) 74.(C)

(B) In 2023, both Shantiniketan
and Sacred Ensembles of the
Hoysalas were included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List.
Rani-ki-Vav and the Mahabodhi
Temple Complex at Bodhgaya
were included in previous years.
(D) According to Article 368 of
the Constitution, notwithstan-
ding anything contained in this
Constitution, Parliament may, in
exercise of its constitutional
power, amend any provision of
the Constitution by way of
addition, alteration or repeal in
accordance with the procedure
laid down in this article.

(A) Japan’s 28%, Italy’s 23% and
South Korea’s 15-1% population
is in the age group 65 and

above. These countries are
facing the problem of aging
population,

(C) Article 109 of the Indian
Constitution deals with the
special procedure with respect
to Money Bill. Money Bill can be



79.

introduced only in Lok Sabha
and not in Rajya Sabha. Money
Bill can be introduced or pro-
posed only on the recommen-
dation of the President.

All or any of the recommen-
dations made by the Rajya Sabha
in respect of a money bill may
be accepted or rejected by the
Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha is
not bound to accept the recom-
mendations.

(D) Equivalent Ranks in the
Indian Armed Forces.

but only faith by the govern-
ment.

It happened only four times—
1862, 1933, 1968 and 1971, when
the USA failed in its commit-
ment to honour the redemption
of treasury bonds. However, it
managed the situation by
allowing the federal reserve to
print more dollars.

. (C) Syndicated loan is a form of

loan business in which two or
more lenders jointly provide
loans for one or more borrowers

Air Force Army Navy
Marshal of the Indian | Field Marshal Admiral of the Fleet
Air Force
Air Chief Marshal General Admiral
Air Marshal Lieutenant General (Army | Vice Admiral/FOC

Commander/VCOAS) in C/VCNS

Air Vice Marshal Lieutenant General Vice Admiral

Air Commodore Brigadier Captain

Group Captain Colonel Captain

Wing Commander Lieutenant Colonel Commander

Squadron Leader Major Lieutenant
Commander

Flight Lieutenant Captain Lieutenant

Flying Officer Lieutenant Sub Lieutenant

Flight Cadet
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81.

(NEC) was established by North 8 ”lé—lfféﬂ-“t aUtI% and” sign fﬁ“-‘

Eastern Council Act, 1971
initially as apex level advisory
Body, for securing balanced and
coordinated development and
facilitating effective coordina-
tion amongst seven States of
North Eastern Region. Sub-
sequent to the amendment of

NEC Act in December, 2002
(Notified on 23rd June, 2003)
Sikkim was added as 8th

Member State, and NEC was
mandated to function as a statu-
tory Regional Planning Body for
the North Eastern Region. The
Council comprises of Governors
and Chief Ministers of Consti-
tuent States and three members
to be nominated by the
President as per clause (iii) of
Section 3 of the North Eastern
Council (Amendment) Act, 1971.
The Union Home Minister is ex-
Officio Chairman and the
Minister DoNER is the ex-
Officio Vice-Chairman of the
NEC.

(D) The USA government debt is
not backed by any hard assets,
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83.

84.

same loan agreement.
Syndicated lending spreads the
risk of borrower default across
multiple lenders. Statement-1 is
correct.

Syndicated loan can involve a
fixed amount of funds, a credit
time, or a combination of two.
(D) Digital rupee is not insured
against inflation as it is a
sovereign currency issued by the
RBI in aligned with its monetary
policy.

(B) Gautam Buddha was born in
Lumbini near Kapilvastu (in
present-day Nepal) in 566 BC.
He was the son of Shuddho-
dhana and Mahamaya. Shudd-
hodhana was the head of the
Shakya dynasty. For this reason
Buddha was also called 'Shakya-
muni'. At the age of 35, he
attained enlightenment after 49
days of continuous meditation
under a Peepal tree at Uruvela
(Bodh Gaya) on the banks of
river Niranjana. After enlight-
ment he was called Tathagata.

85.

86.

87.

(B) Chandraketugarh, an ancient
archaeological site in West
Bengal, was once a bustling
trade hub dating back to the 3rd
century BCE, Inamgaon is one of
the most intensively and exten-
sively excavated and well recon-
structed Chalcolithic sites of the
Deccan plateau.

Mangadu, in Kerala is anewly
discovered prehistoric site where
megaliths are found in large
numbers. Salihundam, located
on the banks of the Vamsadhara
River, shot into fame when
archaeological excavations here
revealed an ancient Buddhist
settlement, not rock-cut cave
shrines.

(A) The Portuguese governor,
Albuquerque, sent an agent to
offer aid to Krishna Deva in his
fight against the Bahmanis in
return for Vijayanagar support
against the Zamorin of Calicut.
He also promised to supply
Arab and Persian horses only to
Vijayanagar and not to send any
to Bijapur. But Krishna did not
immediately accept the offer.

fhe

ra Port '-L&'-'ﬁ P
]Egmf togl(uilsh 1a Deva rencwed ~
the  Portuguese governon’ s

request to erect a fort at Bhatkal
and succeeded in his mission.
This was after Albuquerque had
attacked and captured Goa in
1510.

(B) In 1820, the then Governor of
Madras, Thomas Munro, started
the Ryotwari system. This system
was implemented in Madras,
Bombay and some parts of
Assam. About 51 per cent of the
land came under the Ryotwari
system. In this, ownership rights
of land were given to the ryots
or farmers. Now the farmers
themselves were responsible for
paying land revenue to the
company. In this system, land
revenue was determined not on
the basis of yield but on the
basis of area of land.

Cornwallis started the 'Perma-
nent Settlement' with the aim of
removing the defects of the
monopoly system implemented
by Warren Hastings in Bengal in
1772. This system was imple-
mented in Bengal, Bihar, Orissa,
Banaras and North Karnataka.



88.

89.
90.

Under the Permanent Settle-
ment, the landowners were
made the permanent owners of
the land. Under the Permanent
Settlement, the landowners used
to give one tenth (10/11th) of
the total amount collected from
the farmers to the company and
kept the remaining 1/11th for
themselves. If a zamindar did
not deposit the fixed amount
of land revenue by the stipula-
ted date, his zamindari was
auctioned.

(A) The Upanishads contain
paralles and stories that are used
to explain philosophical con-
cepts and teachings. The Upani-
shads were compose of between
700 and 800 BCE, making them
older than the Puranas.

(A)

(C) In December 2023, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural  Organization
(UNESCO) officially inscribed
the iconic Garba dance of Gujarat
on its prestigious Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity (ICH)
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91.

92.

Intergovernmental Committee
in Botswana is included.

(D) Delimitation commissions
have been set up four times in
the past—1953, 1962, 1972 and
2002 under Delimitation Com-
mission Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972
and 2002.
(A) The Eighth Schedule lists
the official languages of the
Republic of India. Articles 343 to
351 in Part XVII of the Indian
Constitution deal with official
languages. Originally 14 langu-
ages were included in the Con-
stitution. Later, other languages
were added to the Constitution
through various constitutional
amendments, taking the total
number to 22 at present.

@ The 2ist Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1967 added
Sindhi language to the
Eighth Schedule,

@ The 7Ist Amendment Act,
1992 added Konkani, Mani-
puri and Nepali.

@ The 92nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2003 (effec-
tive from 2004) added Bodo,
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Dogri, Maithili and Santhali
to the Eighth Schedule.

93. (B) All India Jan Sangh was esta-

blished on 21 October, 1951 in
Delhi. Its three founding mem-

bers were Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, Professor Balraj
Madhok and Deendayal

Upadhyay. The election symbol
of this party was Deepak. It had
won 3 seats in the parliamentary
elections of 1952, in which Dr.
Mukherjee himself was also
included.

The Congress Socialist Party
was founded in 1934 by Jai
Prakash Narayan, Ram Manohar
Lohia and Acharya Narendra
Dev.

Congress for Democracy (CFD)
was an Indian political party
founded in 1977 by Jagjivan
Ram. It was formed by Jagjivan
Ram, Hemwati Nandan Bahu-
guna and Nandini Satpathy
after they left Indira Gandhi's
Indian National Congress and
condemned her rule during the
Indian Emergency.

Swatantra Party was a political

Indiaswhighyas foun
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94,

95.

chari in August 1959.

(D) The 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1992 gave
constitutional status to muni-
cipalities in the Indian Consti-
tution and through this Amend-
ment ‘Part 9A” was added to the
Constitution.  Through  this
Amendment, the 12th Schedule
was inserted in the Constitution
and 18 subjects to be assigned to
the municipality were included.

Emergency  provisions  are
mentioned in Articles 352 to 360
in Part XVII (18) of the
Constitution.

The only Article 368 contained
in Part-XX (20) of the Indian
Constitution deals with the
power of the Parliament and the
process of amendments in the
Constitution.

(C) Inter-State trade and com-
merce comes under the Union
List of the 7th Schedule of the
Constitution.

Inter-State  migration comes
under the Union List of the 7th
Schedule of the Constitution.

96.

97.
98.

99.

Inter-State  quarantine comes
under the Union List of the 7th
Schedule of the Constitution.
Corporation tax comes under
the Union List of the 7th
Schedule of the Constitution.
(D) In Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
(Retd.) Vs. Union of India, the
Supreme Court declared that
privacy is a constitutionally pro-
tected right under the guarantee
of life and personal liberty in
Article 21 of the Constitution.
(D)
(C) Operation Sadbhavana
(Goodwill) is a unique humane
initiative by Indian Army to
upliftment of the local popula-
tion in remote areas undertaken.
Some of the objectives achieved
through ‘Operation SADBHA-
VANA' are national integration
tours, women empowerment,
employment generation, educa-
tion and development activities
towards nation building.
(A) The longest border between
two countries is between USA
and Canada which is about 8893
km. The border lo;engl;,hj between

€07 ARl ard Rutssia ABI

7644 km, between Chile and
Argentina is about 6691 km and
about 3488 km between India
and China.

100. (C) The idea of an Ethics Com-

mittee for both the Houses was
first mooted in the Presiding
Officers’ Conference held in
Delhi in 1996. But it was
constituted as an ad-hoc Ethics
Committee in 2000 by the late
Speaker GMC Balayogi, which
became a permanent part of the
House only in 2015.

Any person can make a com-
plaint to the Committee regard-
ing alleged unethical behaviour
or violation of the code of
conductby a member or alleged
misrepresentation of the
interests of a member.
The Committee shall not consi-
der any matter which is sub-
judice and the decision of the
Committee whether such a
matter is sub-judice or not shall
be deemed to be final for the
purposes of this rule.

g
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Forthcoming S.S.C. Combined Graduate

Level (Tier-l) Exam.

SECTION-I

English Language

1
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Select the most appropriate
option to fill in the blank—

Are you looking forward ......
Navneet again ?

(A) to be seeing

(B) to seeing

(C) to see

(D) seeing

Select the most similar in mean-
ing to the given word—
EXTRAVAGANT

(A) wasteful

(B) excessive

(C) bankrupt

(D) impecunious

consider most appropriate for
the blank space and indicate
your choice—

The young man lost his way in
the forest and found that he had
become a/an ...... to the dacoits.
(A) the dacoits

(B) adversary

(C) decoy

(D) quarry

Select the most appropriate
antonym of the given word—
Prey

(A) Loot (B) Sufferer

(C) Game (D) Predator

Select the option that expresses
the given sentence in reported
speech—

Ria said, “It is too good to be
true.”

(A) Ria said that it was too
good to be true

(B) Ria said it were too good to
be true

(C) Ria is saying that it is too
good to be true

(D) Ria says that it is too good
to be true

PD/August/2024/157

7.

[ aviatg the problem of hgus

The following sentence has been
divided into parts. One of them
may contain a grammatical error.
Select the part that contains the
error from the given options. If
you don't find any error, mark
‘No error’ as your answer—

The new lecturer/has divised/a
novel method of solving this

problem,
(A) lecturer  (B) divised
(C) novel (D) No error

Sentence of a paragraph are
given below in jumbled order.
Arrange the sentence in the
correct order to form a meaning-
ful and coherent paragraph—

1. Dwarka is the first among

them.
2. They are expected to alle-

ing. |
3. Several sub-cities have been
planned around the capital.
4. Itis coming up in the south-
west of the capital.
(A) 3,2,1,4 (B) 3,1,4,2
(€) 2,1,3,4 (D) 1,23,4

Select the option that expresses
the given sentence in passive
Voice—

He opened the door for his
sister.

(A) The door was open by him
for his sister

(B) The door had been opened
by him for his sister

(C) The door is opened by him
for his sister

(D) The door was opened by
him for his sister

Select the option that can be
used as a one word substitute
for the given group of words—
Showing great attention to detail
and correct behaviour.

(A) Disciplined

(B) Punctilious

(C) Punctual

(D) Zealous

10. Select the

13. Select the

14. Select the

most  appropriate
option that can substitute the
bold segment in the given
sentence. If there is not need to
substitute it, select ‘No substitu-
tion required’'—

The investigation reveled that
both of they had given false
information to obtain the
certificates.

(A) No substitution required

(B) reveals that how they both
(C) revealed that both of them
(D) reveal that them both

11. Select the option that can be

used as a one-word substitute
for the given group of words—
A fictional being from another
world.

(A) Foreigner (B) Alien

eqgraQ) . Swangéra (D) Native) 2/ ne

12. Select the most appropriate
antonym of the given word—
Optional
{A) Elective

(B) Arbitrary
(C) Compulsory
(D) Voluntary

most appropriate
meaning of the given idiom—
On the wane

(A) On the rise

(B) On the way

(C) One the top

(D) On the decline

most appropriate
synonym of the given word—
Fluke

(A) Contract (B) Chance
(C) Policy (D) Plan
Select the most appropriate

option that can substitute the
bold segment in the given
sentence—

Mahesh’s attitude annoyed me
and I blew into.

(A) annoyed me and I blew
over

(B) annoyed me and I blew off



16.

17.

18.

(C) annoyed me and 1 blew
down of

(D) annoyed me and 1 blew up

Select the most appropriate syn-
onym of the word ‘Pervasive’
from the given sentence—

The scientists” hypothesis was
substantiated by  extensive
research and experimentation.
(A) Extensive

(B) Substantiated

(C) Experimentation

(D) Hypothesis

Select the most appropriate
homophone to fill in the blank—
The dog took a during his
walk and lifted his ..... to
indicate that he was tired.

(A) pause; pours

(B) pours; pores

(C) paws; pause

(D) pause; paws

The question below consists of a
set of labelled sentences. Out of
the four options given, select the
most order of the sentences to
form a coherent paragraph—

P. Practical farming includes

FOR j‘«’&ﬁ?ﬁxﬂeﬂﬁﬁ #5 priderd

19.

vegetable armu’fg

Q. These schools need not
necessarily have their own
farms because the village
itself will provide ample
field work facilities.

R. Agriculture should be made
compulsory in higher secon-
dary schools; alternatively,
the urban students can be
taught town  planning,
industrial planning etc.

wn

Therefore, at this stage, only
theoretical education for the

village  students  would
suffice.

(A) QRSP (B) RPQS

(C) RSPQ (D) QPRS

In the following question, a
sentence has been given in

Active/Passive Voice. Qut of
four alternatives suggested,
select the one which best

expresses the same sentence in
Passive/ Active Voice—

I saw him leaving the movie
theatre.

(A) He was seen leaving the
movie theatre by me.
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(B) Leaving the movie theatre
he was seen by me.

(C) He was seen to be leaving
the movie theatre.

(D) He had been seen leaving
the movie theatre.

In the following question, a
sentence has been given in
Direct/Indirect speech. Out of
the four alternatives suggested,
select the one which best
expresses the same sentence in
Indirect/Direct speech—

The principal said, “Be quiet,
girls.”
(A) The principal called the

girls and ordered them to be
quiet.

(B) The principal commanded
the girls that they be quiet.

(C) The principal urged the
girls to be quiet.

(D) The principal said that the
girls should be quiet.

Directions—(Q. 21 to 25) In the

following questions, the sentence
given with blank to filled in with an
appropriate word. Select the correct

alternative
gndleat&, ? {ﬂct}]}lg 1Y appg.g- W R 15— [ - PR
vid LT NeS TIPS ./ ieiegranciie/r ape

police, or to ..

out of the four and

[ am not writing this in praise of
.(21)... police, nor to

hold them up as paragons of virtue. I

«(22)...

want people to put the

problem in proper perspective and
not be carried away by individual or

...{23)...
the entire police force, to ..

incidents, for condemning
(24)...

that they are all callous brutes and

tortures.

There is increasingly a

tendency in the media to outrage-

ously highlight individual ..

.(25)...

in a manner which gives an impres-
sion about the entire police force
having become thoroughly cruel
oppressors of the people.

22,

23.

24,

25,

21. (A) eulogise (B) repent
(C) raise (D) regard
(A) rarely (B) merely
(C) hardly (D) usually
(A) rare
(B) stray
(C) misleading
(D) unusual
(A) Impress  (B) assert
(C) establish (D) instil
(A) occurrence (B) incidents
(C) accidents (D) instances

SECTION-II

General Intelligence
and Reasoning

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

If 11 August, 2004 is Wednes-
day, then what will be the day of
the week on 11 February, 2006 ?
(A) Friday (B) Sunday

(C) Thursday (D) Saturday

What should come in place of
question-mark (?) in the given
series ?

254, 251, 245, 236, 224, ?

(A) 212 (B) 209

(C) 210 (D) 206

The position of how many
letters will remain unchanged if
each of the letter in the word
‘VAPORIZE" is arranged in
alphabetical order ?

(A) Two (B) Three

(C) Four (D) One
Identify the figure given in the
options which when put in place
of the question-mark (?) will
logically complete the series—

> X o] %

gZirie

Vi€
DX | ¥ | DX | I
A) B (© (D)

The second number in the given
number pairs is obtained by per-
forming certain mathematical
operation(s) on the first number.
The same operation(s) are follo-
wed in all the number pairs
except one. Find that odd num-
ber pair—

(A) 5:23 (B) 4:19

(© 2:11 (D) 7:32

Select the combination of letters
that when sequentially placed in
the blanks of the given series
will make the series logically
complete—
AEI_JL_QS_SS5_ZXU

(A) BLSN (B) SSUU

(C) SDMA (D) ONSB
Which number from among the
given options can replace the
question-mark (?) in the follow-
ing series ?

8,11,22,7,50,53

(A) 37 (B) 42

(C) 35 (D) 25



33.

34.

35.

36.
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38.

In a certain code language
‘TROUPE’ is  written as,
‘GILFKV’ and ‘ERUPTION’ is
written as “VIFKGRLM'. How is
‘GENIUS" written in that code
language—

(A) TVMRFH (B) TVMRGH
(C) VIKRGH (D) TUVHRH

IF ‘a’ denotes ‘subtracted from’,

‘B" denotes, multiplied by ‘@

denotes ‘added’ and ‘8" denotes

‘divided by, then—

10,068p488x9="

(A) 7 (B) 5

(C 9 (D) 11

If9°A4*B3* =56and 7 A2°B
=44, then 11’ A5 B 7* =7

(A) 29 (B) 32

(C) 47 (D) 24

How many quadrilateral are
there in the given figure ?

(A) 3
Q) 7

(B) 4

(D) 6

stion

below are given some sta ments

followed by some conclusions.

Taking the given statements to

be true even if they seem to be at

variance from commonly known

facts, read all the conclusions

and then decide which of the

given conclusion logically fol-

lows the given statements ?

Statements :

1. Some girls are clever.

2. All clever are hardworking.

Conclusions :

I. Some girls are not hard-
working.

II. Some girls are hardwork-
ing.

I1l. Some hardworking are not
girls.

(A) Only conclusion 1 and Il

follow

(B) Only conclusion II follow

(C) Only conclusion I and III

follow

(D) All conclusions follow

From the given options, which

answer figure can be formed by

folding the figure given in the

question ?
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39.

40.

41.

42,

ne

(A) X, +and> (B) +, xand <
(C) +,%and= (D) +, xand =
43. 1f19$7 =312 and 23 $ 9 = 448,
then31$11=7
(A) 231 (B) 441
| (©) 641 (D) 840
# 2 44. 1In the following question, select
< |8 a |1 the number which can be placed
(A) (B)
at the sign of question-mark (?)

%. % from the given alternatives—

b $
| s D) | > 3 2 625
In the given figure, how many 5 3 4096
bottles are not brown ? 4 2 ?

Brown (A) 216 (B) 1024
=X (€) 1296 (D) 2024
/ﬁ- 24N\ 18 45. Three positions of a cube are
I( 42 l.'*)?t’) 31 |«—Bottles shown below. What will come
N0 [L/77 opposite to face containing ‘N’ ?
P P N
Plastic Q Z S
(A) 58 (B) 62 G R £
(C) 102 (D) 106 (A) P (B) Q
A piece of paper is folded and © s (D) R
punched as shown below in the 46, Identify the diagram that best
question figures. From the given represents  the  relationship
answer figures, indicate how it among the given classes coun-
will appear when opened ? try, state, city—
es_mtt ?f elegram.
E (A)
(A) (B) 8 (@]

8 8 47. Which answer figure will com-
© ©) plete the pattern in the guestion
If a mirror is placed on the line figure ?

AB, then which of the answer
figures is the right image of the 5? N\
given figure ? 9
A §ﬁ :
9| v
) (A) (®) f
(@&
(@] (D)
© q‘h ) hg 48. Pointing towards a girl, Navneet
said, “She is the daughter of the

In the following question, by
using ~ which  mathematical
operators will be expression
become correct ?

15_3_4_20

only child of my grandmother.”
How is Navneet related to that
girl ?

(A) Father
(C) Brother

(B) Son
(D) Husband



49.

50,

The ratio of present ages of P
and Q is 7 : 5. If the age of Q
after seven years will be 32
years, then what is the present
age (in years) of P ?

(A) 49 (B) 35

(C) 28 (D) 42

If 18 %12 = 206 and 19 x 22 = 408,
then 23 x 36 =7
(A) 878

(C) 794

(B) 818
(D) 776

SECTION-III

51.

52

FOR'Mbre Newspa

56.

57,

Quantitative Aptitude

If the volume of a sphere is
972w cm’, then find its radius—
(A) 7em (B) 6 cm
(C) 9cm (D) 8cm
A pillar 11 m in radius is 21 m
high. How much material was
used to construct it ?

[U‘ie TF—E
(A) 7996 m’
(C) 7989 m*

(B) 7886 m’
(D) 7986 m*

{20-(15-9- f
(A) 10 (B) 8

) 7 (D) 12
What is the third proportion to
15 and 24 ?

4
(A) 38 s

9-[10-

(B) 37

2

(©) 38g (D) 37

Gl K

. Simplify the expression—

(36p + 4947) (6p + 7q) (6p = 7q)
(A) 1296p* + 24019

(B) 36p* + 494

(C) 1296p* - 24014"

(D) 36p* + 494"

If x + y + z=0, then what will be
the value of

2 2 2
., 1_];?
yz oz  xy

(A) 1 (B) 2
(©) 4 (D) 3
If mx" — nx" = 0, then what is the
1 1 ]
pifr—— 1
+ r xl‘ll =3 xﬂ

value of o

terms of x* ?
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58.

61.
vers & Mag gazines

62,

63.

64.

2mn
x"(n* + mz)
2m

x"(m*

2min

_nl)
C) ———-
%1% - m?)

2mn
x"(m?=n?)
Length of chord MN is 40 cm,
Distance of chord MN from the

centre is 15 cm. What will be the
radius of this circle ?

(A) 42 cm (B) 32cm

(C) 30 cm (D) 25¢cm

Whails 20X 5
(1-cos” 60°)

(A) 0 (B) 4/3

(C) 1/4 (D) 3/4

. If (a = b) =5 and ab = 150, then

what is the value of (¢ = b") = ?

(A) 2250 (B) 2265

(C) 2375 (D) 2325

If x -3 + I =4, what is
(x~3)

he value (x - 3) L
1

(A) 14 (B) 18
(C) 52 (D) 76

If x>+ y* + 2 = xy + yz + zx, then
what is the value of (7x + 3y -
5z)/5x ?

(A) 0 (B) 1

C) 5 (D) 33/5

The length of diagonal BD of a
parallelogram ABCD is 36 cm. P
and Q are the centroids of
triangle  ABC and ADC
respectively. What is the length
(incm) of PQ ?
(A) 6 (B) 9
(C) 12 (D) 18
In the given figure, DE Il BC and
DE = 1/3 BC. If area of triangle
ADE = 20 cm’, then what is the
area (in cm?) of triangle DEC ?

A

B C

(A) 40 (B) 60
(C) 80 (D) 120

67.

1
%@’L tele§Fafy fie/LasD

69.

70.

71.

. If an equilateral triangle has

side 12 cm, then what is the
difference (in com) between
circumradius and inner radius ?

(A) 242 (B) 32
© 243 (D) 343

If sum of the areas of the
circumcircle and the incircle of
an equilateral triangle is 770
cm’, then what is the area (in
cm?) of the triangle ?

(A) 125¥3  (B) 14743
(©) 15643 (D) 16943

In the given figure, ABCD is a
rectangle. F is a point on AB and
CE is drawn perpendicular to
DF. If CE = 60 cm and DF = 40
cm, then what is the area (in
cm?) of the rectangle ABCD ?

D C

A ¥ B

(A) 1200 (B) 1800

{C} 2400 (D) 2800

ount
Viadiziae

of 15% and 35% ?

(A) 4475 (B) 51-25

(C) 5525 (D) 56:25

A company, at the time of
inflation reduced the staff in the
ratio 5 : 3 and average salary per
employee is increased in the
ratio 7 : 8. By doing so, the
company saved ¥ 55,000. What
was the initial expenditure (in ¥)
of company ?

(A) 1,55000 (B) 1,60,000

(€) 1,75000 (D) 2,15,000

a, b and ¢ are 3 values, such that
a+b=5b+c=75andc+a=
8:5. What will be the average of
these values ?

(A) 1.5 (B) 3
(C) 35 (D) 45

Due to increase of 33-33% in the
price of apples, a customer can
purchase 4 apples less for ¥ 16.
What is the original price (in
paise) of an apple ?

(A) 100 (B) 125
(©) 150 (D) ‘“;_0



Directions—(Q. 72 to 75) The
line chart given below shows the
ratio of production to sales of two
bike-manufacturing firms over the
period of 6 years.

—a— Company | —s—Company 2
145

———

oo

- |
P S S NN

=T

Ratio of Production
and Sales

2011°2012'2013°2014 2015 2016
Years
Assume if in any year sales is
more than production then both the
companies has sufficient to meet
such instances.
72. If the sales of company 1 in year
2015 was 50000 units, then what

was its production (in units) in

year 2015 ?
(A) 38460 (B) 45000
(C) 52000 (D) 65000

73. The production of company 2 in
year 2012 is 30,000. If sales of
company 2 in year 2012 and
2013 is same, then what was its

production (in wunits) in year

0137

FOJ‘%&Z@;{@U Negsigaders
(C) 30000 (D) 20000

The production of company 1 in
year 2014 is 18000 and sales of
company 2 in year 2012 is 15000,
What is the ratio of difference in
sales and production of com-

74,

pany 1 in year 2014 and
company 2 in year 2012 7

(A) 8:15 (B) 7:16

(€ 9:11 (D) 3:8

. Company 1 sold 20000 bikes
each year from 2011 to 2016 and
company 2 sold 10000 bikes each
year from 2011 to 2016. What
is the difference (in wunits) in
average yearly production of
company 1and 27

(A) 673333 (B) 7500
(C) 866666 (D) 9333-33
SECTION-1V

General Awareness

76. What is the product of the
reaction when anhydrite under-
goes hydration ?

(A) Limonite (B) Magnesite

(C) Kaoleri (D) Gypsum
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77. Which of the following diseases
is transmitted by the bite of an
infected female phlebotomine
sandfly, characterized by ire-
gular fever, weight loss and
enlargement of the spleen and
liver ?

(A) Japanese encephalitis
(B) Visceral leishmaniasis
(C) Diarrhoea

(D) Anaplasmosis

78. In which of the following cities
was the Global Buddhist Sum-
mit held on 20th April, 2023 ?
(A) Delhi

(B) Kathmandu

(C) Kuala Lumpur

(D) Kakarta

Which of the following countries
has awarded the highest civilian
award ‘The Grand Order of the
Chain of Yellow Star’ to the
President of India during her
visit in 2023 ?

(A) Egypt (B) Malaysia
(C) Indonesia (D) Surinam
Who is the author of the book
the coalition years ?

79.

80.

& ﬂ/%ﬁ%ﬁ%Lﬁﬁ;gs //telegram) soesiftapbedflagzi

(C) Ravi Mathur
(D) M.M. Singh

81. Which among the following
ports was called Babul Makka
(Gate of Makka) during the
Mughal period ?

(A) Surat (B) Cambay
(C) Broach (D) Calicut

82. Futuhat-i-Alamgiri was written
by—

(A) Haridas

(B) Bhimsen

(C) Iswardas Nagar
(D) None of them

In Indian art, the construction of
‘Stupa’ ‘Chaitya’ and ‘Vihara' is
related to which of the follow-
ing ?

(A) Vaishnav sect

(B) Buddhism

(C) Shaiva sect

(D) Ajivika sect

The Triveni Canal has been
constructed on which of the
following rivers ?

(A) Sone

(B) Gandak

83.

84.

85.

87.

88.

89.

91.

92.

(C) Mayurakshi

(D) Kosi

From which country, the Indian
Constitution has take reference
for the idea of the Fundamental
Rights ?

(A) United States of America
(B) United Kingdom

(C) Canada
(D) Ireland
Untouchability is abolished by
which Article of the Indian

Constitution ?

(A) Article 15 (B) Article 17
(C) Article22 (D) Article 14
The authority to determine the
number of judges in a High
Court rests with which of the
following entities ?

(A) The Chief Minister of State
(B) The Prime Minister

(C) The Parliament

(D) The President

The fifth scheduled deals with
the governance and protection
of interests of which specific
group of people ?

(A) Religious Minorities

(C) Linguistic Minorities
(D) Scheduled Castes

In which case(s) did the Supreme
Court of India give for the first

time the doctrine of ‘basic
structure of the Constitution’ ?

(A) Golaknath Vs, State of
Punjab

(B) Kesavananda Bharti Vs.
State of Kerala

(C) Minerva Mills Vs. Union of
India
(D) Both (A) and (B)

Porpanaikottai, a Sangam-age
site was in news, is located in—
(A) Tamil Nadu

(B) Southern Andhra Pradesh
(C) Southern Karnataka

(D) Kerala

Matabari Pera and Pachra have
got Geographical Indication (GI)
tag. They are produced in which
State ?

(A) Assam
(C) Manipur
Which of the following coastal

district of Kerala was not
affected by Swell Waves ?

(B) Mizoram
(D) Tripura

' & |
ne



93.

94,

(B) Indonesia 16.
(C) Iceland 21.
(D) Ecuador 26.
95, Operation Sankalp is related to—
(A) Indian Military’s Maritime
Security
(B) Indian Military’s North
Frontier Security
(C) Indian Air Force’s Exercise
in Thar Desert
(D) Indian  Coast Guard’'s
operation in Gulf of Khabal
[-96) W Grhery, Bubiness and) Eavy 2024 £
is a publication of—
(A) World Economic Forum 27.
(B) World Bank
(C) United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women
(D) UNDP 8.
97. India delivered the first batch
of BrahMos supersonic cruise

98.

99.

(A) Alappuzha

(B) Kollam

(C) Ernakulam

(D) Thiruvananthapuram
NASA, Ingenuity was recently
in news. [tis a—

(A) Space mission dedicated to
studying sun

(B) Moon lander

(C) Robotic Chopper on Mars
(D) Intercontinental missile
Tungurahua  Volcano  was
recently in news. It is located
1nN=—

(A) Gwatemala

missiles and launches to the—
(A) Philippines

(B) Sri Lanka

(C) South Africa

(D) None of the above
First-ever Nuclear Energy Sum-
mit was held on March 21, 2024
in—

(A) Vienna (Austria)

(B) Brussels (Belgium)

(C) New York (The US)

(D) Paris (France)

Atoms 4 NetZero is initiative
of—

(A) European Union

(B) United Nations

(C) International Atomic Energy
Agency

(D) G-20
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100. UNNAT-2024 scheme is related

to—

(A) Industrial development of
North Eastern States

(B) Educational development
of Denotified tribes

(C) Development of Left Wing
Terrorism affected districts

(D) Development of Ladakh

—DT W D C——

Answers with Hints

1.
6. (D)
11.

29,

30.

31

32.

(B) 2.(A) 3.(D) 4.(D) 5.(A)
7.(A) 8.(D) 9.(B) 10.(C)
(B) 12.(C) 13.(D) 14.(B) 15. (D)
(A) 17.(D) 18.(B) 19. (A) 20. (C)
(A) 22.(B) 23.(B) 24.(B) 25. (D)
(D) 11 Aug., 2004 - Wednesday
11 Aug., 2005 - (+1)

= Aug. + Sept. + Oct. + Nov. +
Dec. + Jan. (2006) + Feb.
=20+2+34+2+3+3+11

=44

=44 +1 (11 Aug,, 2005)

=45

Day = 4—75 =+ 3 (Remaining)

(B)

254 251 245 236 224
I | I | I | M | |
5 6 9 -z

—15
x = 224-15=209
(D}VAPR L ZE
12345678
Alphabetic order—
AETOPRVZ
12345678
O—0 remains same place

4 4
(A) Rotate 90° clockwise direc-
tion and add one stick in each
time.
(D)5x4+3=23
4x4+3=19
2x4+3=11
7x4+3=31not32
(D)

+2 +2 +2

n‘ +?'| +?;_‘ l

AEIOQ/JLNQ/SSSS/BZ

c

SS/BZX
+4 +9 +4 T
+3 +5 +5
(D) 8+3 =11
T1%2 = 22
= 25

33.

35,

36.
37.

Maga2iids hitps.Mélegra

38.
38.

42,

43.

45.

25 %2
50+ 3
(A) As,

Il

Opposite
Letter

and

E
Opposite 1
Letter v

_4_75
Te—C
AT
O]

A ——

Similarly,
Opposite
Letter

(B)1068 B
$ L ¢
1048 x4 +

O —+
—t e 7

GEN
L
TVM
4068

50

Il
53]
%]

0
me—C
7 g
< —[T1

He—0
Ze—727

T+—W

1U
Ll
R F
o9
3

8 -9

=10+4-9=5

(C) As,

9’A4L B3 > 81-16-9 = 56
and 72A2°B1’ 5 49-4-1=44

Similarly,
11°A5* B7* > 1

(©

(B)

21 -25-49 = 47

(A)
(A) Total no. of bottles which are
not brown
= 1+26+31=58
(A) 41. (A)
(C)15.3 4 20
By option (C),
15+3x4 = 20
5x4 = 20
20 = 20
(D) 19$7 = (19)°*-(7)
= 361 -49 =312
2389 = (23 -(9)°
= 529 -81 =448
31811 = (312=(11)°
= 961-121 = (840
(C) 3+2)" = 5'=625
(5+3)} = 8*=4096
(4+2)° = 6 =129
(D)
p|
1Z[NIQ]
)
R




47.

49.

FORWM asetyeivspapers & Mag:lﬂr’fes' H?Lps //telegram.

51.

52,

So, R will come opposite to the 355,

face containing N.

(D)
Country
State
"
(A)
(©)
Mother 57.
”f.)nly child
fﬁm Fallhe:r\
Navmet*m Girl

(B) Let the present age of P and
Q are 7x and 5x years respecti-
vely.

As per question,

S5x+7 = 32
S5x = 25
=5

Present age of P = 7 x 5 = 35
years.
. (B) As,

(18x12)-10 = 206

(C) (36p" + 494°)(6p + 7q)(6p - 74)
= (36p° + 494°)36p" —49¢°)

= (36p°) - (49¢°)°

= 1296p* - 24014

g

2

2
i+

z

(D) 7= :
Xy

-+

_X+y+2

N xXyz
= ixyz =

mx*=-nx* =0
mx" =

m

. n

= L

x m

(©)

[5+1
m

Similarly, o AR BLER Y
(23x36)-10 = 818 M (ff-m?)
(©) ?.RRS = 972 2mn
3 n(" 1)
W - X3 58. (D) Reqd. radius
4
2
R = 729 = 'EQ] +(15}2
R = 9cm 2
(D) Vﬂlumeofpﬂ::r - Jeorras?
= nrh
= Reqd, material = 400+225
.. Reqd. material = J625
= -2?'—2x11x11x21 = 25cm
90° 1
_ § 59. (B) -<oseC _
7986 m o T-cosl 60° e
(A) 9-[10-(20-(15- 9-3)]] 1-15
=9-[10-(20-(15-6)}] 1
=9-[10-(20-9)] -
=9-(10-11) 1-2
=947 =10 1 4
(C) Let the third proportion is x. o
Then as per question— 4
L 24x24 60. (C) a-b =75
15 ab = 150
. 192 o2 &= = (a-by
5 5 +3ab (a—b)
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wil)

62,
63.

= 5 +3x150 x5
= 125+ 2250
= 2375
1
6l. (C)(x=3)+ (x-3)_4
(a+bP=a+b"+3ab(a+b)
1 ) 1 ¥
- W
(x- 3)+( _3) =(x-3) +[I_3]
+3(x-3)=<( (x 3)+(x 3)I
4y = -3 ———+3x4
@y = P+(x-3}1+ *
1
= = 12
64 = (x-3F+ (1_3}14-
1
-3y
(x-3)" + T
(B)
(©°. DO = 03:%:18:::1
OP =

&2

Q0 =

Qr

g

QO + OP
6+6=12¢cm

1l

(A)
(C) Circumradius

In radius ="
J-

Difference = 72-3

=243

(B) Radius of Circumcircle =

&=

Radius of Incircle = —2
23

According to question,

(] fei] -




2@ o
713 12
[—4"2 i ] 770 x =
12 22
5q*
12
» _ 35xTx12
5
7 x7x12
a* = 588
Area of equilateral triangle

V3

= ﬂz
4

V3

— x588
1

1473

= 770

I5x7

67. (Q)
68. (A) Reqd. Discount

[1 85 . |10

—— K —

100 100
1713

=|1-——x—|x1

20 20

= ]-QJMDO

FOR More J‘é‘??wspapers & A

- M]xmo
400

17 _ sa75%
n

69. (C) Let, Initial Expenditure of
Company = 5x7xx=35x
New expenditure of company

3x8xx=4x

55000

55000

55000

35x = 24x
Ix =

= 5000

- Initial expenditure of com-
pany
35 x5000
= 175000
70. (O)(a+b)+(b+¢)+(c+a)
= 5+475+85
2a+2b+2c = 21
21
2
a+b+c
3
21
2x3
e 35
6

a+bh+c =

Average
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71

72

73.

74.

75

(A) Let, original price of an
apple = x
New price of an apple

133-33
= XX
100
400 4
- = X
300 3
16 16
——— =4
x A
3
16_48 _ ,
X 4x
2,
x X
4 _
X
x = %1
x = 100 Paise
(D) Company 1, in 2015
Production _ 13
Sales
= Production = 50000 x1:3
= 65000
(B) Company 2, in 2012
Sales = @
075
= 40000

= 16000
(A) Sales of company 1 in 2014
- 18000 _ 20000
09

Production of Company 2 in
2012

15000 x0-75
11250
Required difference
(20000 - 18000) :
(15000 - 11250)
2000 : 3750
= 8:15
(D) Annual average production
of company 1 from 2011 to 2016
20000(0-6+0-9+0-7
09+1-3+1-3)
6
2000057 114000
- . =
Annual average production of
company 2 from 2011 to 2016
10000(0-8+0-75+0-4
1-3+1-45+1-1)
6
1000058 _ 58000
6 6

=19000

= 9666-67

76.

78.

79.

80.

81.

roduction of company 2 in 2013 the port of Surat was referred to
/iagazmes }:ﬁ&&gga‘[‘? fGQr%mabwmmﬁ@a%

Reqd. Difference

= 19000 - 9666-67

= 933333
(D) A hydration reaction is when
anhydrite (CaSO,) is transfor-
med into Gypsum (CaS0,.2H,0).
(B) Visceral leishmaniasis is
spread by sandfly bites. This
type of leishmaniasis affects the
internal organs usually the
spleen, liver and bone marrow
also called Black Fever,
(A) Prime  Minister Shri
Narendra Modi inaugurated the
first Global Buddhist Summit in
New Delhi on 20 April, 2023.
(D) Surinam  has  awarded
President Draupadi Murmu its
highest civilian award the Grand
Order of the Chain of Yellow
Star. She is the first Indian to
receive this award.
(B) Pranab Mukherjee is the
author of the book ‘The Coali-
tion Years’. Pranab Mukherjee
was an Indian politician who
served as the thirteenth Presi-
dent of India from 2012 to 2017.
(A) During the Mughal period,

s &

the Gate of Makka. This name
was given to Surat due to its
importance as a major trading
port and its role in facilitating
the pilgrimage to Makka.

. Q)
83.

(B) Stupa, Chaitya and Vihara
are all associated with Buddism.
Three types of structures are
associated with the religious
architecture of early Buddism :
monasteries (Viharas), places to
venerate relics (stupas), and
shrines or prayer halls (Chaityas,
also called Chaitya grihas).

. (B) Triveni Canal has been con-

86.

structed on river Gandak. It is
mainly used for irrigation in
north-west Bihar. Gandak is a
left bank tributary of Ganges.
Gandak originates from Nhubine
Himal Glacier.

. (A) The idea of Fundamental

Rights have been taken from
USA.

(B) Untouchability has been
abolished under Article 17 of the
Constitution of India.



87.

88.

89.

90.
91.

92.
94,

95.

(D) Under Article 216 the Presi-
dent has the power to determine
the number of the judges in a
High Court.

(B) The Fifth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution deals with
the Scheduled Tribe.

(B) In the year 1973 for the first
time the doctrine of ‘Basic
structure’ of the Constitution
was dealt by the Supreme Court
of India.

(A)

(D) Matabari Pera a dairy-based
confectionary item and Pachra a
handwoven cloth used by the
State’s Indigenous Communities
have earned the prestigious
Geographical Indication (GI)
tag.

(Q 93.(O)

(D) In more recent times, vol-
canic vortex rings have been
observed at volcanoces such as
Redoubt in Alaskha, Tungu-
rahua in Ecuador, Pacaya in
Guatemala, Eyjafjallajokull and
Hekla in Iceland, Stromboli in
Italy.

(A) 96.(B)

47, i did GeliVered/ thfindD bath

98.

99.

100.

of BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles and launchers to the
Philippines on April 19, 2024,
two years after the two countries
signed a deal worth almost $ 375
million to equip the Philippine
Marines with three batteries of
the missiles.

(B) Co-chaired by the Prime
Minister of Belgium Alexander
De Croo and the Director Gene-
ral of the International Atomic
Energy (IAEA) Rafael Mariano
Grossi, the Summit was the
highest-level meeting to date
exclusively focused on the topic
of nuclear energy. World leaders
from over 30 nations and the EU
participated in the summit.

©

(A) The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi approved the proposal of
the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Department of Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal
Trade for Uttar Poorva Trans-
formative Industrialisation
Scheme, 2024 (UNNATI-2024)
for a period of 10 years from the

PD/August/2024/165

date of notification along with
8 years for committed liabilities
at a total cost of T 10037 crore.

Continued from Page 102

Develop  friendliness, tact,
loyalty, reliability.

You will get promotion; the
chances are that you will get it, good
leaders are scarce.

It is easier to fill the many
vacancies at low levels carrying low
salaries than the few senior posts
with high salaries.

When we cannot get what we
like, we have to like what we get.
One way of adjusting oneself to an
uncongenial job is to compare it
with jobs that one would find even
less attractive.

By the time you have pondered
about other means of earning a living
your own prosaic occupation begins
to seem attractive by comparison.

Another and more effective way
is to set out to do your job better
than anyone else could every do it.
By adopting this method even, the
_dullest of jobs can be made 1nter-

ufbfmg?‘_j'f“(rﬁ\qu M rﬂ‘-Q_

Some people you work are dlffl-
cult to get along with. But this
should present itself as a challenge.
Instead of regarding such people
with contempt and telling yourself
that but for your job you would have
nothing to do with the, you can
create a fascinating hobby out of
learning to understand them and
sympathise with their problems.

You may even end up by adding
to your store of friends.

William James says that doing
everyday something for no other
reason than its difficulty adds to
courage and willpower.

P

Continued from Page 96

In the renewed pursuit of free
trade pacts negotiations with the UK
and EU are at an advanced stage—it
should be borne in mind whether
these are in tune with the perfor-
mance linked incentive schemes.
Robust data is key to making the
right economic decisions,

The Census exercise must be
taken up urgently, while the base
vears for price and growth data too

need to be updated. The collective
resources of a coalition government
can, in fact, result in unanticipated
benefits—including a consensus over
reforms across sectors and institu-
tions. The new government should
focus on research, innovation and
growth in the health and wellness
sectors as its priority. We expect the
government to come up with a clear
regulatory framework for the nutra-
ceutical sector, more investments in
R&D, and support for sustainable
practices of the industry.

Continued from Page 111

Practice Question for Prelims :

Q. With reference to the
‘National Security Doctrine’, consi-
der the following statements :

1. It is an agreement among all the
United Nations countries excepl
China and Russia.

2. It is a strategic doctrine for the
purpose of maritime security
only.

Which of the statements given
above is/are correct ?

{A) Only

JO(}*F},@} éﬁ{fyy PaperMagzii

(C) Both 1and 2
(D) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. (IE}

Practice Question for Mains

Q. In order to effectively meet the
nation’s present and future security
issues, discuss the important compo-
nents and priorities that India should
take into account while developing its

' national security doctrine.
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FORTHCOMING UTTARAKHAND PS.C. (Pre.) EXAM.

General Studies-I

1.

Which of the following is the
largest lignite-producing, state in
India ?

(A) Jharkhand

(B) Chhattisgarh

(C) Andhra Pradesh

(D) Tamil Nadu

Which one of the following
schedules of the Constitution of
India deals with Municipalities ?
(A) Schedule 12

(B) Schedule 11

(C) Schedule 6

(D) Schedule 7

Who was the Prime Minister of
India when the Look East Policy
of India formulated ?

(A) LK. Gujral

(B) H.D. Deve Gowda
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4.

(D) Narasimha Rao

Which of the following five year
plans was based on Gadgil
formula ?

(A) Fourth Plan

(B) Fifth Plan

(C) Sixth Plan

(D) Eighth Plan

Gender Inequality Index (GII)
was introduced in which Human
Development Report (HDR) of
UNDP ?

(A) HDR 2007

(B) HDR 2008

(C) HDR 2009

(D) HDR 2010

Indian Satellite series which is
being used for telecommunica-
ton system is :

(A) Rohini

(B) LR.S.

(C) CARTOSAT

(D) INSAT

The demand for democratisation
of U.N.O. is mainly related to :
(A) General Assembly

(B) Economic and Social Coun-
cil
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(C) Security Council
(D) Trustiship Council

8. Which of the following countries
is not located in the continent of
Africa ?

(A) Gabon

(B) Guyana

(C) Guinea

(D) Guinea-Bissau

9. Pittsburgh of India is :
(A) Bhagalpur
(B) Varanasi
(C) Sindri
(D) Jamshedpur

10. Local names of shifting agri-

culture in Brazil are known as :
(A) Milap (B) Roca
(C) Lading (D) Ray

11. The famous ‘Gangasagar Mela’ 1a - :
& Misheldin phich of thefellowing e O ra@)) . Rana Candee /LM mvdr €

states of India ?

(A) Gujarat

(B) West Bengal

(C) Andhra Pradesh
(D) Rajasthan

12. In which of the following place

the third Buddhist Council was
held ?

(A) Patliputra (B) Vaishali

(C) Valabhi (D) Ujjain

13. In which year the Central Infor-

mation Commission was esta-
blished ?

(A) 2005 (B) 2006

(C) 2007 (D) 2008

14. Which one is correct about IMF ?

(A) It grants loan to any coun-
try

(B) It grants loan to only deve-
loping countries

(C) It grants loan to only mem-
ber countries

(D) It grants loan to the Central
Bank of a country

15. Who is the youngest Indian

woman to scale Mt. Everest ?
(A) Bachendri Pal
(B) Kaamya Karthikeyan

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

(C) Shivangi Pathak
(D) Anita Devi
Which Indian documentary was
nominated for the Oscars—2024 ?
(A) House of Secrets

(B) ToKill a Tiger

(C) All that Breathes

(D) Writing with Fire

In which state of India is the
Harappan  Civilisation  site
Mandi situated ?

(A) Guijarat

(B) Haryana

(C) Rajasthan

(D) Uttar Pradesh

Which one of the following is
not correctly matched ?
Ruler

(A) Rana Hamir

State
—Mewar

(C) Malik Raja Faroogi
—Khandesh
(D) Malik Sarwar Khwaja Jahan
—Malwa
At which place did Raja Ranjit
Singh set up the Adalat-i-Ala ?
(A) Amritsar (B) Lahore
(C) Firozpur (D) Multan
Which one of the following pairs
is correctly matched ?
Tirthankar Nirvan Place
(A) Rishabhanath —Ashtapad
(B) Vasupujya
—Sammedashikhar
(C) Neminath —Champapuri
(D) Mahavira —Vaishali
Who among the following was
associated with the Kanpur
Conspiracy Case of 1924 ?
(A) Muzaffar Ahmed
(B) Nalini Gupta
(C) Both (A) and (B)
(D) M.A. Ansari

Who among the following never
presided a Session of Indian
National Congress ?
(A) Lala Lajpat Rai

(B) Bal Gangadhar Tilak



(C) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(D) Subhash Chandra Bose

23. The Congress declared complete
Independence for India as its
goal at which session ?

(A) Lahore Session 1929
(B) Calcutta Session 1928
(C) Allahabad Session 1930
(D) None of the above

24. Which among the following play
was written by Harshavardhan ?
(A) Harshacharita
(B) Kadambari
(C) Devichandraguptam
(D) Priyadarshika

25. The religious text which explains
about the eight different phases
of agriculture works :

(A) Avdanashataka

(B) Aryamanjushrimulakalpa
(C) Milindapanho

(D) Deepavansa

26. Which among the following
Rashtrakuta ruler built the
Kailas temple of Ellora ?

(A) Govind II
(B) Amoghavarsha
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27. Which among the following
Rashtrakuta King  defeated
Pratihara ruler Nagabhatta-I1 ?
(A) Dhruva (B) Govind III
(C) Indralll (D) Krishna III

28. Which South Indian dance
tradition was firstly developed
during the time of Vijaynagar ?
(A) Mohiniattam
(B) Yakshagaan
(C) Krishnaattam
(D) Bharatanatyam

29. Who among the following
was not a member of Cabinet
Mission ?

(A) Pathik Lawrence
(B) John Simon
(C) A.V. Alexander
(D) Sir Staford Cripps
30. During which movement the
two brothers Gangaram and
Kheemdev were martyred ?
(A) Salt Satyagraha Movement
(B) Dola-Palki Movement
(C) Kuli-Begar Movement
(D) Quit India Movement
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32.

33.

34,

36.

37.

In 1929 at which place Mahatma
Gandhi completed his transla-
tion of Anasakti Yoga ?

(A) Kausani  (B) Almora

(C) Nainital (D) Ranikhet

‘Bathukamma’ is the festival of
which State ?

(A) Odisha (B) Telangana
(C) Gujarat (D) Bihar

The founder of Nyaya Philo-
sophy was :

(A) Kapil (B) Kanad

(C) Gautam (D) Jaimini

Match the following monuments
with their concerned ruler and
select the correct code given
below :

List-1
Double dome
Octagonal tomb
True arch tomb
Gol Gumbad

List-II
1. SherShah
2. Muhammad Adil Shah
3. Balban
4.  Sikandar Lodi
Codes:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(A) 4 a 1 2
(B) 4 1 3 2
) 1 3 4 2
(D) 2 3 1 4

. In which of the following rivers’

confluence is Gobindghat loca-
ted ?

(A) Alaknanda and Bhagirathi
(B) Alaknanda and Khirongad
(C) Alaknanda and Laxman
Ganga (Bhyundar Gad)

(D) Alaknanda and Dhauli
Ganga

Which of the following is a bio-
sphere reserve in Uttarakhand ?
(A) Gobind (B) Corbett

(C) Rajaji (D) Nanda Devi
Which one is the most extensive
part of the oceanic floor ?

(A) Ocean Deeps

(B) Continental Slope

(C) Continental Shelves

(D) Deep Sea Plains

Which one of the following
groups is the correct sequence of
mountain peaks from east to
west ?

39.

41.

Magaainey hdtpsa)/telegran .cradsapaidlagzine

42,

43.

(A) Everest, Kanchenjunga,
Annapurna, Dhaulagiri
(B) Kanchenjunga, Everest,
Annapurna, Dhaulagiri

(C) Kanchenjunga, Dhaulagiri,
Annapurna, Everest

(D) Everest, Kanchenjunga,
Dhaulagiri, Annapurna

Which one of the following is
the correct sequence of the
States of India in descending
order of their area ?

(A) Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh
(B) Jharkhand, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
(C) Chattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand
(D) Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh

Which river among the follow-
ing does not join the Ganga
River from left ?

(A) Gomati (B) Ghaghra
(C) Kosi (D) Son
Basaltic Lava rocks over Indian

Deccan Plateau are formed in
the following period :

D

(B) Pleistocene period

(C) Carboniferrous period

(D) Miocene period

All the planets move around the
sunina:

(A) Circular path

(B) Rectangular path

(C) Elongated path

(D) None

The Pole Star indicates the direc-
tion to the :

{A) South (B) North

(C) East (D) West

The continent of North America
is linked to South America by :
(A) an Isthmus

(B) a Strait

(C) aCanal

(D) a Gulf

. Which of the following is the

Dormant Volcano Mountains in
Europe ?

(A) Mount Kilimanjaro

(B) Mount Akutan

(C) Mount Aconcagua

(D) Mount Elbrus



46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

The oldest mountain range in
India is the :

(A) Aravali hills
(B) Western ghats
(C) Himalayas
(D) Karakoram

Which of the following regions
is part of the Eastern Ghat ?

(A) Odisha

(B) Maharashtra

(C) Andhra Pradesh

(D) Both (A) and (C)

Which of the following is not an
immediate hazardous effect of
earthquake ?

(A) Ground lurching

(B) Avwalanches

(C) Soil liquefaction

(D) Heavy Rainfall

Which one of the following is a
direct source of information
about the interior of the earth ?
(A) Earthquake waves

(B) Gravitational force

(C) Volcanoes

(D) Earth magnetism

Abyssal Plains lie between :
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51.

52.

53.

Continental slope

(B) Continental rise and Deep-
oceanic trenches

(C) Deep-sea basins and Mid-
ocean ridges

(D) Continental margins and
Mid-oceanic ridges

Which one of the following
gases is transparent to incoming
solar radiation and opaque to
outgoing terrestrial radiation ?
(A) Oxygen

(B) Helium

(C) Nitrogen

(D) Carbon Dioxide

The distance between the earth
and the moon is minimum when
the moon is in :
(A) Aphelion
(C) Perigee
National parks and sanctuaries
are established for the purpose
of :

(A) Recreation

(B) Pets

(C) Hunting

(D) Conservation

(B) Perihelion
(D) Apogee
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54.

55.

56.

57.
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58.

59.

60.

In Tropical Evergreen and Semi
Evergreen Forests, the heights of
the trees reach up to :

(A) 30m

(B) 40m

(C) 50m

(D) 60 m or above

The Main Central Thrust separa-
tes :

(A) Gangetic Plain and Siwalik
Hills

(B) Lesser  Himalaya  and
Siwalik Hills
(C) Greater Himalaya and

Lesser Himalaya
(D) Tibetan Plateau and Greater
Himalaya
Which of the following is the
best quality of coal ?
(A) Lignite
(B) Peat
(C) Anthracite
(D) Bituminous
Arrange the following passes
from West to East order :
1. Zojila pass
2. Shipki La pass
Mu]‘m? La pass

5. Jelep La pass

(A) 1,2,3,4,5 (B) 1,2,5,4,3
(C) 2,1,3,5,4 (D) 1,2,3,5,4
Which tributary of Alaknanda
has its confluence at Karan-
prayag ?

(A) Bhagirathi

(B) Pinder

(C) Mandakini

(D) Dhauli Ganga

Which one of the following
fundamental rights is available
only to the citizens of India but
not to foreigners living in India ?
(A) Equality before law

(B) Freedom of speech and
freedom of expression

(C) Right to life and personal
liberty

(D) Right of religious freedom

The Parliament of India consists
of :

(A) Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
(B) President, Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha

(C) Lok Sabha, President and
Council of Ministers

61.

62,

63.
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67.

(D) Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha,
President and Council of
Ministers

‘Carry Forward Rule' was held
as ultravires in the case of :

(A) Maneka Gandhi Vs, Union
of India

(B) Devadasan Vs.
India

(C) Pradeep Tandon Vs. State of
V.P.

(D) None of the above

Dispute between states in India
comes to the Supreme Court
under :

(A) Appellate Jurisdiction

(B) Original Jurisdiction

(C) Advisory Jurisdiction

(D) None of the above

Total number of Fundamental
Duties provided under the Con-
stitution of India are :
(A) 12 (B) 9
(©) 10 (D) 11

Which of the following Amend-
ment to the Constitution is
related with reservation of seats
in Educational Institutions for

_the ecgan‘Ftiﬁ‘%J_liy) weaker section

Union of

alf Wik aperiviagLini
(A) 123rd (B) 101st
(C) 103rd (D) 102nd

. The sixth schedule of the Con-

stitution of India does not
provide for the administration
of the Tribal Areas in :

(A) Assam (B) Manipur
(C) Meghalaya (D) Mizoram
'Procedure established by law’,

the terminology is taken from
the Constitution of which coun-

try ?
(A) America (B) Japan
(C) Canada (D) Australia

Which Article of the Indian
Constitution defines the pro-
clamation of emergency ?

{A) Article 352

(B) Article 360

(C) Article 366(18)

(D) Article 365

In which case it was decided
that the preamble is not a part of
the Constitution ?

(A) Berubari case

(B) Keshavanand Bharti case
(C) Maneka Gandhi case

(D) S.R. Bommai case

®



69. Which Article of the Constitu-
tion of India makes provision
for District Planning Commit-
tee ?

(A) Article 243 ZD
(B) Article 362
(C) Article 356
(D) Article 368

70. The Chairman of
Council is :

(A) President of India
(B) Union Finance Minister

(C) Comptroller and Auditor
General of India

(D) Prime Minister of India

71. Which one of the following
cannot be dissolved but can be
abolished ?

(A) State Legislative Assembly
(B) State Legislative Council
(C) Rajya Sabha

(D) Lok Sabha

72. The major task of the Sarkaria
Commission was to:
(A) Examine the administrative
system of Union Government
(B) Evaluate the performance of
O FGdyemmenf\Fxpenditurenors &
(C) Re-investigate the Centre—
State Relations
(D) Consider the Foreign Direct
Investments

the GST

73. How many members are elected
from the Lok Sabha for Public
Account Committee ?

(A) 07 (B) 10
(C) 15 (D) 22

74, The authorization for the with-
drawal of funds from the Con-
solidated Fund of India must
come from :

(A) The President of India

(B) The Parliament of India

(C) The Prime Minister of India
(D) The Union Finance Minister

75. Under the Constitution of India,
which one of the following is
not a fundamental duty ?

(A) To vote in public elections
(B) To develop the scientific
temper

(C) To safeguard public pro-
perty

(D) To abide by the Constitu-
tion and respect its ideals
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76. In the Parliament of India, the
purpose of an adjournment
motion is :

(A) to allow a discussion on a
definite matter of urgent public
importance

(B) to let opposition members
collect information from the
ministers

(C) to allow a reduction of
specific amount in demand for
grant

(D) to postpone the proceedings
to check the inappropriate or
violent behaviour on the part of
some members

77. The audible range of hearing for
average human beings is in the
frequency range of :

(A) 10 Hz-15 kHz
(B) 20 Hz-20 kHz
(C) 30 Hz-30 kHz
(D) 40 Hz—40 kHz

78. The covering or protective
tissues in the animal body are :
(A) Connective tissues
(B) Muscular Tissue
(C) Adipose Tissue
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79 Areolar connective tissue

found between :

(A) Muscles and bones
(B) Skin and bones

(C) Skin and muscles
(D) None of the above

80. What is the momentum of an
object of mass m, moving with a

velocity v ?
(A) (mv) (B) me?
(C) “mv’ (D) mv
81. Name the chemical substance

present in the bones and teeth :
(A) Calcium Sulphate
(B) Calcium Phosphate
(C) Calcium Chloride
(D) Calcium Borate

81. Fluoride pollution mainly affects
to:
(A) Kidney
(B) Teeth
(C) Eyes
(D) Nervous System

82. Which of the following is not a
natural polymer ?
(A) Silk (B} Cellulose
(C) Rubber (D) Plastic

83. Which of the following is the
main causative agent of rabies ?
(A) Bacteria  (B) Virus
(C) Fungus (D) Parasite
84. In curd, which bacteria
found in abundance ?
(A) Salmonella sps.
(B) Lactobacillus sps.
(C) E.coli
(D) All of these

85. The main cause of algal bloom-
ing in an aquatic ecosystem is :
(A) Global warming
(B) Salination
(C) Eutrophication
(D) Bio-magnification
86. Which of the following gas
leaked during Bhopal gas
tragedy ?
(A) Methyl isocyanide
(B) Methyl isocyanate
(C) Ethylisocyanide
(D) Ethyl isocyanate
87. Which of the following is a
volatile organic compound ?
(A) Acetaldehyde
{B) Sulphuric Acid
) H cirocglonc AC
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88. A diode can be used to:
(A) Amplify electrical signal
(B) Convert alternating current
to direct current
(C) Produce electrical signal
(D) Produce gamma rays
89. The nitrogenous waste-uric acid
is excreted out by :
{A) Human
(B) Birds
(C) Lizards
(D) Birds and Lizards both

90. Liquid nitrogen can be used as :
(A) Coolant for computers
(B) Method for instantly freez-
ing food and drinks
(C) cryopreservation of biolo-
gical samples
(D) All of the above

92. Human Development Index is a
composite index of which of the
following ?

(A) Nutritional status, quality
of life and per capita GDP

(B) Poverty, life expectancy and
educational attainment



93.

94,

95.

(C) Life expectancy, educa-
tional attainment and per capita
income

(D) Inflation, Unemployment
and per capital GDP

Who regulates the market of
Agricultural Products in India ?
(A) Essential Commodities Act,
1955

(B) Agricultural Produce Market
Committee Act enacted by
States

(C) Agricultural Produce (Grad-
ing and Marketing) Act, 1937
(D) Food Products Order, 1956

The rise in value of one currency
relative to another is :

(A) A weakening of a currency
(B) A depreciation of a cur-
rency

(C) An appreciation of a cur-
rency

(D) A debasement of a currency

Which of the following changes
have taken place in Indian Eco-
nomy after Economic Reforms
in1991?

(A) Share of agriculture in GDP
has increased enormously

FFORBIVEDI @ ol Katd dntfadséts

96.

97.

98.
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(C) Foreign exchange reserve
has increased

(D) Both (B) and (C)

What kind of Tax System is
found in India ?

(A) Progressive

(B) Degressive

(C) Proportional

(D) Regressive

The significance of Repo rate :
(A) Manage inflation

(B) Control the money supply
in the economy

(C) Increase the money supply
in the economy

(D) Both (A) and (B) are correct

If Primary deficit is zero, then
the amount of borrowing will
be:

(A) More than interest payment
(B) Less than interest payment

(C) Just equal to the interest
payment

(D) None of these

What is the Human Develop-
ment Index (HDI) rank of India
in the Human Development
Report 2023-24 of UNDP ?
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103. Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura
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(A) 132
(C) 134

(B) 133
(D) 135

100. Which of the following taxes are

abolished by the Goods and
Services Tax ?

(A) Property Tax

(B) Corporation Tax

(C) Value Added Tax

(D) Income Tax

101. Which of the following pairs is

not matched correctly in relation
to launch of Indian satellites 7
(A) Chandrayaan-1:2008

(B) Mangalyaan : 2013

(C) Chandrayaan: 2023

(D) Aditya L-1:2024

102. Who among the following has

been awarded the 2024 Gold-
man Prize from Asia 7

(A) Alok Shukla

(B) Dharmijeet Singh

(C) Prafulla Samantara

(D) Sunita Narayan

and
Kalapani are the disputed terri-
tories between :

(A) Nepal-Bhutan

B) India-Nepal

tel
(D) Nepal-China

104. NEOM city is being developed

in which country ?

(A) United Arab  Emirates
(UAE)

(B) Saudi Arabia

(C) China

(D) Egypt

105. The 7th edition of India- France

Joint Military Exercise SHAKTI
was conducted in which state :

(A) Meghalaya (B) Rajasthan
(C) Gujarat (D) Tripura

106. New Caledonia was recently in

news due to the imposition of a
state of emergency. Itis a:

(A) French territory

(B) Portuguese territory
(C) The US territory

(D) U.K.territory

107. Recently ‘Longevity India initia-

tive was launched by which
institution to address ageing
related issues and extend
human *healthspan’ :

(A) Department of Health and
Family Welfare

108.

109.

110.

(B) Indian Institute of Science
(C) All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, New Delhi

(D) National Institute of Health

and Family Welfare

Who has been elected new
Prime Minister of Solomon
islands ?

(A) Matthew Wale

(B) Manasseh Sogavare
(C) Rick Houenipwela
(D) Jeremiah Manele

Where was the World Hydrogen

Summit 2024 organised ?

(A) Norway

(B) Ireland

(C) Spain

(D) Netherlands

Match the following :
Dance

(a) Bharatanatyam

(b) Kathak

(c) Kuchipudi

(d) Mohiniattam
State
1. Uttar Pradesh
2. Tamil Nadu
3. Kerala__ ” .
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111.

112

113.

Codes:
(@ b (@ (d

(A) 1 3 2 4
(B) 2 4 1 3
©y 2 1 4 3

D) 4 2 1 3

Exercise Desert Cyclone is a
joint military exercise between
India and :

(A) Kuwait

(B) United Arab Emirates

(C) Saudi Arabia

(D) Oman

India’s first all-girls" Sainik
School was inaugurated at :

(A) Bhopal

{B) Kohima

{C) Vrindavan

(D) Namsai

Recently, Government of India
has decided to scrap the Free
Movement Regime (FMR) bet-
ween India and :

(A) Myanmar

(B) Bhutan

(C) Nepal

(D) Bangladesh



114.

115.

116.

117.

The author of the book, ‘Why
Bharat Matters’ ?

(A) LK. Advani

(B) S.Jaishankar

(C) Mohan Bhagwat

(D) Pranab Mukherjee

Which one among the following
countries is not part of the
Arabian Peninsula ?

(A) Kuwait (B) Yemen

(C) Oman (D) Israel

Which one of the following pairs
is not correctly matched ?

(A) Ramnagar Wildlife Sanc-
tuary : Uttarakhand

(B) Chakrashila Wildlife Sanc-
tuary: Assam

(C) Nahar Wildlife Sanctuary :
Haryana

(D) Kane Wildlife Sanctuary :
Manipur

What does BW stand for as per
the Koeppen climate classifica-
tion ?

(A) Steppe climate

(B) Tundra climate

(C) Desert climate

(D) Mesothermal climate
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119.

120.

121.

122.

QOcean Conference was held at :

(A) Dhaka (B) Perth
(C) Male (D) New Delhi
The Indian Army launched

‘Operation Sarvashakti’ to flush
out terrorists in :

(A) Myanmar

(B) Chhattisgarh

(C) Manipur

(D) Jammu & Kashmir

Which one of the following is an
indigenous assault rifle deve-
loped by DRDO ?

(A) Tikka (B) T91

(C) Ugram (D) Heckler

With which one among the
following sports is Yogesh
Singh, who won a Gold Medal
in an Asian Championship in
2024, associated ?

(A) Badminton

(B) Archery

(C) Wrestling

(D) Shooting

Classical singer Prabha Atre,
who passed away recently, was
an exponent of which one of the
following Gharanas ?
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123.

124.

125.

126. Magroves represent :
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(A) Gwalior Gharana
(B) Patiala Gharana
(C) Kirana Gharana
(D) Agra Gharana

Narges Mohammadi received
the Nobel Prize (2023) in which
one of the following fields ?

(A) Peace (B) Medicine
(C) Physiology(D) Chemistry

Which one of the following
statements about ‘Silkarya Bend-
Barkot Tunnel’ is not correct ?
(A) Tt is in the State of Uttara-
khand

(B) It is a part of ‘Chardham
Mahamarg Pariyojna’

(C) It falls along NH-134

(D) It is being built by the
National Highways Authority of
India

UNFCCC-COP28 was held in
which one of the following
cities ?

(A) Baku

(B) Dubai

(C) Sharm el-Sheikh

(D) Glasgow

(B) Playa vegetation
(C) Floodplain vegetation
(D) Salt-tolerant vegetation

127. Biosphere Reserve Programme

128,

129.

130.

was initiated by :

(A) UNEP

(B) WWF

(C) Greenpeace

(D) MAB Programme of
UNESCO

From which of the following

places in Uttarakhand, did we
find ancient Rock-Edicts ?

(A) Pandukeshwar

(B) Palethi

(C) Kalsi

(D) Taleshwar

What is the total number of seats
in  Uttarakhand  Legislative
Assembly ?

(A) 70 (B) 71

(C) 75 (D) 65

To which of the following sector
‘Vir Chandra singh Garhwali
Yojana' of Uttarakhand Govern-
ment is related ?

(A) Education

(B) Tourism

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.
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136.

137.

138.

139.

(C) Agriculture
(D) Medical

Which of the following pairs is
not correctly matched ?

Place District
(A) Khirsu —Pauri Garhwal
(B) Auli —Chamoli
(C) Kausani —Pittoragarh
(D) Shitlakhet —Almora

As per Census-2011, Sex ratio of
Uttarakhand State, is :

(A) 972 (B) 963
(C) 940 (D) 910
Name the district of Uttara-

khand where Tungnath temple
is situated :

{A) Uttarkashi

(B) Chamoli

(C) Rudrapravag

(D) Almora

Milam glacier is the origin of
which river ?

(A) Mandakini

(B) Gori Ganga

(C) Bhilangana

(D) Pindar

Which one of the following

Census 2011 ?
(A) Champavat
(B) Rudrapray
(C) Haridwar
(D) Dehradun

Who constitutes the State
Finance Commission to review
the financial position of the
Panchayats in Uttarakhand ?

(A) Governor

(B) Chief Minister

(C) Home Minister

(D) Finance Minister

Where from did the ‘Chipko
Movement’ start ?

(A) Tehri (B) Chamoli
(C) Uttarkashi (D) Almora

As  per census-2011, which
district of Uttarakhand had the
highest literacy ?

(A) Udhamsingh Nagar

(B) Tehri-Garhwal

(C) Uttarkashi

(D) Dehradun

Match the facts given in List-I
with locations in List-II and find
the right answers from codes
given ahead :

e

o



140.

141.

142,

List-I
(a) Max. Geographical area
district
(b) Min. Geographical area
district

(c) Max. Population district
(d) Highest Literacy district
List-I1

1. Dehradun
3. Chamoli
Codes :

(@) (©)
(A) 2 1 3 &
B) 1 2 3 4
& 3 2+ 3 7
(D) 3 2 4 1
Tehri State merged with the
Union of India in the year :
(A) 1920 (B) 1932
(C) 1949 (D) 2000

Which one of the following
agencies estimates the employ-
ment and unemployment in
India ?

(A) N.EU.O, (B) NSS.O.
(C) N.FHS. (D) N.AS.

Which of the following is a state
khand ?

2. Haridwar
4. Champawat

(b) (d)

- ee of Uttar,
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143.

144.

145.

146.

(A) 'Sal =

(B) Teak

(C) Buransh

(D) Brahma Kamal

Which of the following is the
smallest glacier in Uttarakhand ?
(A) Khatling glacier

(B) Milam glacier

(C) Satopanth glacier

(D) Pindari glacier

Mandakni is also known as:

(A) Wainganga

(B) Dhauli Ganga

(C) Gori Ganga

(D) Kali Ganga

‘BHITAULI" festival of Uttara-
khand is related to :

(A) Plantation

(B) Folk Dance

(C) Animal Husbandry

(D) Gifts and Offerings

Defence Agricultural Research
Laboratory located at :

(A) Dehradun

(B) Rishikesh

(C) Pithoragarh

(D) Haridwar
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147. First National Park of India is :

148.

149.

150.

(A) Nanda Devi National Park
(B) Jim Corbett National Park
(C) Rajaji National Park

(D) Kanha National Park

What is the historical name of
Uttarakashi ?

(A) Govishan

(B) Gangadwar

(C) Brahmpur

(D) Barahat

The area under forests in Uttara-
khand State is :

(A) 35441 sq. km.

(B) 36731 sq. km.

(C) 37232 sq. km.

(D) 38000 sq. km.

The largest forest, covering
more than 25 per cent of the
world’s forest land :

(A) Tropical rain forest

(B) Monsoon forest

(C) Temperate forest of Europe
(D) Taiga forest of Siberia

Answers with Hints

in India is Neyveli, which is
located in Tamil Nadu. The
Neyveli coal mine comes under
the NLC (A Navratna company
under the Ministry of Coal) and
is the largest lignite coalfield in
India, with coal found in Neyveli
having more than 35 per cent
carbon content.

(A) Schedule 12 of the Indian
Constitution deals with Muni-
cipalities, This schedule was
added by the 74th Amendment
Act of 1992 and defines the
powers and responsibilities of a
municipality, outlining its role
as a self-governing institution.
(D) The Look East policy of
India was formulated during the
government of Prime Minister
P.V. Narasimha Rao (1991-1996)
and was rigorously pursued by
the successive administrations
of Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee (1998-2004) and Prime
Minister ~Manmohan  Singh
(2004-2014).

(A) The Fourth Five-Year Plan in
India was based on the Gadgil

P a"-‘q i = --_,f- ~ .”" C",'J-‘f'n",_ ‘»'_ 5 &
& Magagiigs HRS4dalear

8.

9.

10.

formula. The Gadgil formula
was evolved in 1969 for deter-
mining the allocation of central
assistance for state plans in
India. It focused on the ideas of
growth with stability and pro-
gress towards self-reliance.

(D) The Gender Inequality Index
(GII) is an index for the measure-
ment of gender disparity that
was introduced in the 2010
Human Development Report by
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

(D) The Indian satellite series
used for the telecommunication
system is the Indian National
Satellite System (INSAT). This is
a series of multipurpose geo-
stationary satellites launched by
the ISRO for telecommunica-
tions, broadcasting, meteoro-
logy, and search and rescue
operations. INSAT is the largest
domestic communication system
in the Indo-Pacific Region.

(C) The demand for demo-
cratisation of U.N.O. is mainly
related to Security Council. The
_Security Council plays,a crucial
I et AL rAShA Al
peace and security, and its deci-
sions carry significant weight,
often impacting global affairs.
This has led to calls for reforms
in the composition and decision-
making processes of the Security
Council.
(B) Guyana is a country located
in the northeastern corner of
South America. The name
‘Guyana’ is derived from an
indigenous  word  meaning
‘Land of Many Waters’. It is
bordered by the Atlantic Ocean
to the north, Brazil to the south
and southwest, Venezuela to the
west, and Suriname to the east.
The capital and largest city of
Guyana is Georgetown.

(D) Jamshedpur is often referred
to as the ‘Pittsburgh of India’
due to its thriving industrial
sector, particularly its significant
role in the steel industry.

(B) Shifting agriculture in Brazil
is known as Roca, and it is a
method that involves clearing
and cultivating land before
moving to another area.



11.

12,

13.

14.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

(B) Gangasagar Mela is held at
Gangasagar, Sagar Dwip. The
place belongs to South 24
Parganas district, West Bengal.
The Mela is organized around
Kapil Muni's ashram. The site of
the Mela is on the banks of the
confluence of the Ganges and
the Bay of Bengal.

(C) The Third Buddhist Council
held at Pataliputra in the
Magadha Empire during the
reign of Emperor Ashoka was a
significant event in the history
of Buddhism, aiming to preserve
the sanctity of the religion
and address the ‘Great Schism’
between early Buddhist schools.
(A) The CIC was constituted
with effect from 12th October
2005 under the RTI Act 2005,
and it plays a crucial role in
promoting transparency and
accountability in the work of
public authorities.

(C) The IMF primarily grants
loans to its member countries to
address various economic chal-
lenges and promote sustainable
growth. These loans are tailored
Is-and
:-.»pec1f/ c cwcums}ancéa nd the
IMF offers various types of
loans, including those with low

interest rates for low-income
countries.
(B) Kaamya Karthikeyan, the

youngest Indian girl and second
in the world, has scaled MLt
Everest at 8849 meters from the
Nepal side.

(B) ‘To Kill a Tiger’, the Indian
documentary, was nominated
for the Oscars in 2024. It was
directed by Delhi-born Cana-
dian filmmaker Nisha Pahuja.
(D) Mandi is a village in the
Muzaffarnagar district of Uttar
Pradesh, India. It is the largest
hoard of ancient jewellery ever
found in India, if not the entire
subcontinent.

(D) Malik Sarwar Khwaja Jahan
was a significant historical figure
who played a key role in the
founding of the Sharqi dynasty
in Jaunpur.

(B) Raja Ranjit Singh set up the
Adalat-i-Ala at Lahore. This
high court likely heard appeals
from the district and provincial
courts during his rule.
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20.

21. (C) The

(A) Vasupriya—Champapuri
Neminath—(Urjayant Parvat) of
Mount Girnar
Mahavira—Pawapuri

Kanpur Conspiracy
Case of 1924 was a significant
event during British rule in
India, involving the trial of
several prominent individuals
on charges related to communist
activities and conspiring against
the British government. The
accused in the case included
important communist orga-
nizers such as S5.A. Dange,
Muzaffar Ahmad, Nalini Gupta,
Shaukat Usmani, Singaravelu
Chettiar, and Ghulam Hussain.

22. (B) Bal Gangadhar Tilak never

*d
Cx

presided a Session of Indian
National Congress. Lala Lajpat
Rai presided over the Indian
National Congress (INC) in the
Calcutta Special Session of 1920.
This session was significant as it
was held to pass the resolution
of the Non-Cooperation Move-
ment. Gopal Krishna Gokhale
presided over the Indian
National Congress session in
4905 at Benarag. This session

deifies Dibsfiele

of the INC supported the
Swadeshi and Boycott Move-
ment in Bengal, which was

started against the partition of
the province by the British.
Subhash Chandra Bose was
elected as the President of INC
subsequently for Haripura
Session in 1938 and Tripuri
Session in 1939,

23. (A) The Indian National Cong-

24,

25.

ress, on 19 December, 1929,
passed the historic ’‘Purna
Swaraj’ resolution at its Lahore
session, calling for complete
independence from British rule.
(D) The plays written by
Emperor Harshavardhana are
Nagananda, Priyadarshika, and
Ratnavali. These plays are signi-
ficant contributions to Sanskrit
literature and showcase the
literary prowess of Emperor
Harshavardhana during  his
reign in North India.

(C) The religious text that
explains the eight different
phases of agriculture is the
Milindapanho. This text delves
into the various stages of agri-

26.

27.

28.

29.

ar

b

30.

31.

32.

33.

culture and provides insights
into the different aspects of agri-
cultural practices.

(D) According to records found,
it is believed that the temple was
built in the 8th century by the
Rashtrakuta king Krishna [ bet-
ween 756 and 773 AD with the
help of artists from the Pallava
and Chalukya kingdoms.

(B) The Rashtrakuta king who
defeated the Pratihara ruler
Nagabhatta-II was Govinda III.
(B) Yakshagana is a folk dance
of Karnataka and it developed
for the first time during the
Vijayanagara period.

(B) John Simon was not a
member of Cabinet Mission. The
Cabinet Mission, which visited
India in 1946, was composed of
three British Cabinet members.
The members were Sir Stafford
Cripps, Lord Pethick-Lawrence,
and A.V. Alexander. The mission
was formulated at the initiative
of Clement Attlee, the then
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom, with the goal of dis-
cussing the transfer of powers
from the British Gov;r(nment to

‘the - ndian %ﬁiﬁ HNyith! ¢

view to preserving the unity and
independence of India.

(D) During the Quit India Move-
ment of 1942, two brothers
named Gangaram and Khimdev
were martyred. The intensity of
public opposition led to their
tragic deaths, along with those
of Chudamani and Bahadur
Singh.

(A) In 1929, Mahatma Gandhi
completed his translation of
Anasakti Yoga. This translation
was a commentary on the
Bhagavad Gita, which is a sacred
Hindu scripture. Gandhi's trans-
lation of Anasakti Yoga was
written during his stay at the
Anasakti Ashram in Kausani,
India, which he referred to as
the ‘Switzerland of India’ due to
its pristine beauty.

(B) Bathukamma is a Hindu
flower-festival celebrated by the
women of Telangana and some
parts of Andhra Pradesh.

(C) The founder of Nyaya philo-
sophy was Gautam, also known
as Gautama, Aksapada, and
Dirghatapas.

( !’J



34.
35.

36.

37.

38.

FO R Whisyan [RRe

39.

40.

41.

42,

43,

(B)

(C) Govindghat is a town in the
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand,
India. It is situated at the con-
fluence of the Alaknanda and
Lakshman  Ganga rivers,
approximately 22 kilometers (14
miles) from Joshimath on NH58
at an altitude of 6,000 feet (1,800
meters).

(D) One of the notable biosphere
reserves in Uttarakhand is the
Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve.
It is located in the Himalayan
Mountains in the northern part
of Uttarakhand. It includes as
core areas the Nanda Devi and
Valley of Flowers National
Parks, both of which are part of
the prestigious UNESCO World
Heritage List.

(D) The deep sea plain, or abys-
sal plain, is the most extensive
part of the ocean floor, covering
more than 50% of the Earth's
surface and characterized by its
vast, flat, sediment-covered
areas at depths between 3,000
meters to 6,000 meters.

(B) The correct 5equene:e of the

heeire &

\_r
” “Everest,

west is Kanchen}unga,
Annapurna, Dhaulagiri.
(C) The correct sequence of the
States of India in descending
order of their area is Chhattis-
garh (135,190 sq. km), Jharkhand
(79714  sq. km), Himachal
Pradesh (55,673 sq. km), Uttara-
khand (53,483 sq. km).

(D) The left bank tributaries of
the Ganga River are Gomti,
Ghaghara, Gandaki, and Kosi.
The right bank tributaries of the
Ganga River are Yamuna, Son,
Punpun, and Damodar.

(A) The basaltic lava rocks over
the Indian Deccan Plateau were
formed in the Cretaceous period,
approximately  66:25 million
years ago and are a significant
geological feature of the Indian
subcontinent.

(B) The movement of the planets
in our solar system is charac-
terized by their movement in
elongated, elliptical paths
around the sun, rather than in
circular paths.

(B) The Pole Star, also known as
Polaris, plays a crucial role in
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44.

45,

61 [A)

47.

48,

indicating the direction to the
north. It is located quite close to
the point in the sky where the
north rotational axis of the Earth
points, a spot called the north
celestial pole. As our planet
rotates through the night, the
stars around the pole appear to
rotate around the sky, and
Polaris remains relatively fixed
in the northern sky, making it a
reliable reference point for
finding the direction north.

(A) The continent of North
America is linked to South
America by the Isthmus of
Panama. The Isthmus of Panama
is a narrow strip of land that
connects two larger bodies of
land and separates two bodies
of water, meeting the defining
characteristics of an isthmus.

(D) Mount Elbrus is indeed a
dormant volcano and holds the
distinction of being the highest
stratovolcano in Europe. It rises
to an impressive 5,642 meters
(18,510 feet) above sea level,
making it the highest peak in
both Russia and Europe

n. Yange -,
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stretches approximately 800
kilometers across the Indian
states of Delhi, Haryana, Raja-
sthan, and Gujarat. The highest
point in the Aravalli Range is
Guru Shikhar, which rises 1722
meters above sea level. The
Himalayan range is the youn-
gest and the longest mountain
range in India.

(D) The Eastern Ghats are a
discontinuous range of moun-
tains along India’s eastern coast,
flowing through several states
including  Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karna-
taka, and Telangana. They are
eroded and cut through by four
major rivers of peninsular India,
namely the Mahanadi, Goda-
vari, Krishna, and Kaveri.

(D) Earthquake is a natural
hazard. The following are the
immediate hazardous effects of
earthquake: Ground Shaking,
Differential ground settlement,
Land and mud slides, Soil
liquefaction, Ground lurching,
Avalanches, Ground displace-
ment, Floods from dam and

49.

50.

52, (C) At
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53.

55.

. (D) Carbon Dioxide is

levee failures, Fires, Structural
collapse, Falling objects and
Tsunami etc.
(C) Volcanic  eruptions  are
indeed direct sources of infor-
mation about the Earth's interior,
particularly regarding the com-
position and properties of the
mantle and crust. Earthquake
waves, Gravitational force and
Earth magnetism are the indirect
source of information about the
interior of the earth.
(D) Abyssal Plains are extensive
plains that lie between the
continental margins and mid-
oceanic ridges. The abyssal
plains are the areas where the
continental sediments that move
beyond the margins get deposi-
ted.
trans-
parent to the incoming solar
radiation but opaque to the
outgoing terrestrial radiation.
This means that it allows solar
radiation to pass through it, but
it absorbs and reflects the terres-
trial radiation back towards the
Earth's surface
st [{d©
Earth, the distance is approxi-
mately 360,000 km. At apogee,
the point at which the Moon is
farthest from Earth, the distance
is approximately 405,000 km.
(D) National parks and wildlife
sanctuaries are established for
the purpose of conservation.
These protected areas are created
by governments to preserve
wildlife, save flora and fauna,
and restore the natural ecolo-
gical balance.

tht.,‘fgpomt at

(D) Tropical evergreen forests
are well stratified, with layers
closer to the ground and are
covered with shrubs and
creepers, with short structured
trees followed by tall variety of
trees. In these forests, trees reach
great heights up to 60 m or
above,

(C) The Main Central Thrust
separates the Greater Himalaya
from the Lesser Himalaya. It is
a major geological fault line
between the two regions and
runs along the 2200 km boun-
dary of the Himalayas in a
northwest-southeast  direction.
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58.

59.

This separation is a result of the
collision of the Indo-Australian
and Eurasian plates, which has
led to the formation of the
Himalayas.
(C) The best quality of coal is
anthracite. Anthracite is known
for burning slowly and generat-
ing great heat with less smoke. It
has a high carbon content of 80-
95% and is also referred to as
hard coal. Anthracite constitutes
about 1% of global coal reserves
and is mined only in a few
countries in the world.
(B) The correct sequence of the
passes from West to East is Zoji
La pass, Shipki La pass, Jelep La
pass, Bomdi La pass, Muling La
pass.
(B) At Karanprayag, the Pindar
River, a left bank tributary,
meets with the Alaknanda
River. At Rudraprayag, it meets
with the Mandakini River, a
right bank tributary.
(B) Fundamental rights available
only to the citizens are : Article
15, Article 16, Article 19, Article
29, and Article 30.
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61.

62.

63.

64.

sists of the President of India,
the Rajya Sabha, and the Lok
Sabha.

(C) In the case of Pradeep
Tandon vs. State of Uttar
Pradesh, the ‘Carry Forward
Rule” was held as ultra vires.
The court did not find the
contention put forward by the
petitioner to carry his case much
forward, indicating that the rule
was held as ultra vires.

(B) Dispute between states in
India comes to the Supreme
Court under Original Jurisdic-
tion. This means that the
Supreme Court has the autho-
rity to hear such disputes
directly, without the need for
them to be heard in lower courts
first.

(D) The Constitution of India
includes 11 Fundamental Duties
for its citizens, which are consi-
dered essential for promoting a
patriotic spirit and upholding
the unity of the country.

(C) The reservation of seats in
educational institutions for the
economically weaker section of
citizens is related to the 103rd
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65.

66.

67.

Constitution Amendment Act,
2019.

(B) Manipur is not included
under the sixth schedule of the
Constitution of India. The 6th
Schedule of the Indian Consti-
tution deals specifically with the
administration and control of
Scheduled Areas and Scheduled
Tribes in the states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizo-
ram.

(D) ‘Procedure established by
law’, the terminology is taken
from the Constitution of Japan.
In the Indian Constitution, the
concept of ‘Procedure Esta-
blished by Law’ is enshrined in
Article 21, which states that "No
person shall be deprived of his
life or personal liberty except
according to the procedure
established by law”. This means
that a law will be considered
valid if it has been passed by the
Parliament through the correct
procedure.

(C) Article 366(18) in the Consti-
tution of India defines the term
‘Proclamation of Emergency’.

71.

72,

73,

74.

and the States. The Finance
Minister serves as the chairman
of the GST Council.

(B) The Constitution allows for
the abolition or creation of
Legislative Councils in States,
with the power vested in the
Parliament of India, and the
process requiring specific majo-
rities in the State Legislative
Assembly,

(C) The Sarkaria Commission,
established in June 1983 by the
central government of India,
was tasked with examining the
relationship and balance of
power between state and central
governments in the country and
suggesting changes within the
framework of the Constitution
of India.

(C) The Public Accounts Com-
mittee consists of not more than
22 members, comprising of 15
members elected by the Lok
Sabha and not more than 7
members of the Rajya Sabha.

(B) Article 114 of the Indian
Constitution stipulates that the
government can  withdraw
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69.

70.

c.tance in the Berubari case was
that the Preamble is not an
integral part of the Indian
Constitution and therefore not
enforceable in a court of law.
However, in the 1973 Kesava-
nanda case, the Supreme Court
overruled its earlier decisions
and recognized the Preamble as
a ‘Basic Structure’ of the
constitution, which may also be
used to interpret ambiguous
areas of the constitution where
differing interpretations present
themselves.

(A) Article 243 ZD of the Con-
stitution of India makes pro-
vision for District Planning
Committee. The DPC consists of
15 members headed by the
District Panchayat President,
and the District Collector serves
as the Member Secretary.

(B) The GST Council is a joint
forum of the Center and the
States, established by  the
President in accordance with
Article 279A (1). It consists of 2
members from the Council and
31 members from the Centre

75.

76.

78.

Fund of India only after teceiv-
ing approval from Parliament.
(A) To vote in public elections is
not a fundamental duty but
rather a Constitutional right.

(A) The adjournment motion is
an important parliamentary
procedure in India that serves to
draw the attention of the House
to a definite matter of urgent
public importance. It is regarded
as an extraordinary device
because it interrupts the normal
business of the House and
allows for a discussion on pres-
sing issues that require imme-
diate attention.

(B) The audible range of hearing
for average human beings is
commonly stated to be 20 Hz to
20 kHz.

(D) Epithelial tissues serve as
the covering or protective
tissues in the animal body.
These tissues line body cavities,
form glands, and are present on
both external and internal
exposed surfaces of the body
parts, where they provide a
protective covering,



79. (C) Areolar connective tissue is
found between the skin and
muscles, around blood wvessels
and nerves and in the bone
marrow. It fills the space inside
the organs, supports internal
organs and helps in repair of
tissues.

(D) The momentum (p) of an
object with mass (m1) moving at
velocity (v) can be calculated
using the formula : p = mv,
where p = momentum, m = mass
of the object and v = velocity of
the object. The momentum of an
object is directly proportional to
its mass and velocity.

(B) Calcium phosphate is indeed
the chemical substance present
in bones and teeth.

(B) Fluoride pollution can lead
to a condition known as dental
fluorosis, which primarily affects
the teeth.

(D) Plastic is not a natural poly-
mer. Plastics are hydrocarbon-
based polymeric materials
derived from crude oil and
natural gas and are a subset of
polymers.

FORBMare New sy ports
progressive  encephalomyelitis
caused by neurotropic viruses in
the family Rhabdoviridae, genus
Lyssavirus.

(B) Curd contains lactic acid
bacteria known as Lactobacillus.
These bacteria play a crucial role
in the fermentation process that
turns milk into curd.

(C) Eutrophication is a signi-
ficant cause of algal blooming in
aquatic ecosystems. When an
aquatic  ecosystem  becomes
overly enriched with nutrients,
whether by natural or artificial
means, it creates extremely
beneficial conditions for primary
producers like algae. This leads
to a huge increase in their popu-
lation, known as an algal bloom.
(B) On December 3, 1984, more
than 40 tons of Methyl isocya-
nate gas leaked from a pesticide
plant in Bhopal, India, imme-
diately Kkilling at least 3,800
people and causing significant
morbidity and premature death
for many thousands more.

(A) Acetaldehyde is classified
as a volatile organic compound

80.

81.

82,

83.

85.

86.

87,

88.
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(VOC). VOCs are organic
chemical compounds that have a
high vapour pressure and low
water solubility, allowing them
to evaporate into the air under
normal atmospheric conditions
of temperature and pressure.

(B) A diode can be used to
convert alternating current to
direct current. This process is
known as rectification.

(D) Both birds and lizards
excrete uric acid as their primary
nitrogenous waste, which is a
key adaptation to their terrestrial
environment, allowing them to
efficiently eliminate toxic ammo-
nia while conserving water.

(D) Liquid nitrogen is indeed
used as a coolant for computers,
a method for instantly freezing
food and drinks, and for the
cryopreservation of biological
samples, including blood, repro-
ductive cells (sperm and egg),
tissues, and even entire organs.
(C) The Human Development
Index (HDI) is a composite
statistic that measures a coun-
try's level of human develop-

89.

0.

91.

92.
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£

k siofts : fife expectancy, education,

and per capita income. This

index is used to rank countries
into different tiers of human

development, providing a

comprehensive assessment of a

nation's overall well-being and

prosperity.

93, (B) The Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) Act
in India plays a crucial role in
regulating the market of agri-
cultural products. The APMC
Act is a state-level legislation
that governs the marketing and
trading of agricultural produce
and livestock.

94. (C) Currency appreciation is the
increase in the wvalue of one
currency relative to another,
influenced by factors such as
demand and supply dynamics,
government policy and interest
rates.

(D) The reform process had

significant effects on the Indian

economy, leading to an increase
in  foreign investment, an
increase in the Foreign exchange

reserve and a shift towards a

more services-oriented economy.

95.

96.

97.

98.
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100.

101.
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(A) In India, the tax system is
progressive, meaning that the
tax rate increases with the size
of the tax base, particularly with
an increase in income.

(D) The repo rate is a crucial tool
for managing inflaton and
controlling the money supply in
the economy. It affects the cost
of credit for banks and, in turn,
influences consumer demand
and the overall inflationary
trends in the economy.

(C) When the primary deficit is
zero, it means that the govern-
ment's borrowing requirements
for meeting its expenditure,
excluding interest payments, are
also zero. This implies that the
government is not borrowing
to fund its regular expenses,
but only to pay off the interest
on previous borrowings. As a
result, the amount of borrowing
will be equivalent to the interest
payment.

(C) The report states that India's
HDI value has increased to 0.644
in 2022, placing the country at
134 out of 193 countries and

s-'agﬂifﬁr,i%f i“iﬂ!%&?%/‘ﬁw?%@g

evelopment * Report 't
‘Breaking the Gridlock : Reimag-
ining Cooperation in a Polarized
World’. This improvement in
India's HDI value is attributed
to advancements across all HDI
indicators, including life expec-

tancy, education, and Gross
National Income (GNI) per
capita.

(C) The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) has abolished several
taxes, including Service Tax,
Excise Duty and Other Indirect
Taxes like—Value Added Tax.
These changes were implemen-
ted as part of the GST's aim to
consolidate all indirect taxes into
one comprehensive tax system,
reducing the cascading effect of
taxes and simplifying the tax
structure in India.

(D) Aditya L-1 spacecraft was

launched by PLSV-C57 on
September 2, 2023.
(A) Alok Shukla, convenor of

the Chhattisgarh Bachao
Andolan and founding member
of the Hasdeo Aranya Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti, has been

M



awarded the 2024 Goldman
Prize from Asia, a statement on
April 29 said. Shukla has been
declared winner for his efforts to
save the forests of Hasdeo
Aranya in Chhattisgarh. The
Goldman Environmental Prize
is awarded by the Goldman
Environmental Foundation. The
Prize was founded by Richard
and Rhonda Goldman in 1989. It
recognises grassroots environ-
mental leaders from six regions
—Asia, Africa, Europe, North
America, South and Central
America and lastly, islands and
island nations. The winners are
selected by an international jury
and awarded $200,000 as prize
money.

103. (B) Recently Nepal announced
the printing of a new ¥ 100
currency note with a map that
shows the controversial terri-
tories of Lipulekh, Limpiya-
dhura and Kalapani, already
termed as ‘artificial enlarge-
ment’ and ‘untenable’ by India.

104. (B) Neom is set to be built on a
10,200-square-mile area in the

) BT ab, i

FOR :a{?h)sfr?ﬁgeﬁ oc*cupfd by
members of the Huwaitat tribe.
The Al-Khurayba village is one
of several villages that have
been cleared to make way for
Neom.

105. (A) The 7th edition of India-
France Joint Military Exercise
SHAKTI commenced on May
13, 2024, at Umroi, in a fully
developed and modern Foreign
Training Node in Meghalaya.
The Exercise concluded on 26th
May, 2024.

106. (A) The Indigenous Kanak
people — who make up about 40
percent of the population in the
French territory — have slammed
the new rules that will change
who is allowed to participate in
elections, which local leaders
fear will dilute the Kanak vote.

107.(B)

108. (D) The current Prime Minister
of Solomon Islands is Jeremiah
Manele. He served as the foreign
minister under former Prime
Minister Manasseh Sogavare.
He was elected as the new prime
minister after an intense period
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of negotiations in Solomon

Islands, defeating former
opposition  leader  Matthew
Wale.

(D) The World Hydrogen Sum-
mit 2024 was held in Rotterdam,
Netherlands. India also set up
its pavilion at the summit,
showecasing remarkable progress
in green hydrogen.

(©)

(B) Exercise Desert Cyclone is a
joint military exercise between
India and UAE.

(C) India’s first all-girls Sainik
School was inaugurated at
Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh's
Mathura district.

(A) The Government of India
has recently decided to scrap the
Free Movement Regime (FMR)
between India and Myanmar.
This decision was made to
ensure the internal security of
the country and maintain the
demographic structure of India’s
North Eastern States bordering
Myanmar.

(B) The author of the book, why
.Bharat Matters is ;‘5 ja;qha

includes Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Yemen, as well as southern
[raq and Jordan. The largest of
these is Saudi Arabia.

(D) Kane Wildlife Sanctuary is
located in the West Siang
District of Arunachal Pradesh.
(C) In the Koppen climate classi-
fication system, the designation
BW signifies arid or desert
climate. This classification is
based on the total precipitation
in the warmest six months of the
year. If the annual precipitation
is less than 50% of the threshold,
the classification is BW.

(B) The 7th edition of the Indian
Ocean Conference is being held
in Perth, Australia.

(D) The Army has launched
Operation Sarvashakti in the
Rajouri-Poonch sector of Jammu
and Kashmir, deploying forces
on both sides of the Pir Panjal
range to target terrorists who
have carried out a series of
attacks on troops in the area.

Prdibalear
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(C) Ugram is an indigenous
assault rifle developed by
DRDO.

(D) Yogesh Singh won a gold
medal in the men’s 25 m
standard pistol event at the
Asian Shooting Championships
2024 in Jakarta, Indonesia.

(C) Classical singer Prabha Atre,
who passed away recently, was
an exponent of Kirana Gharana.
(A) Narges Mohammadi has
been awarded the 2023 Nobel
Prize for Peace, “For her fight
against the oppression of women
in Iran and her fight to promote
human rights and freedom for
all”.

(D) The Silkyara Bendno-Barkot
tunnel was being constructed by
contentious Navayuga Engi-
neering Construction Limited
(NECL) under National High-
ways and Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL) as part of the Char
Dham project.

(B) In 2023, the 28th session of
the Conference of the Parties
(COP28) to the UN Framework

‘aenventiofi-on | @hmﬁjé,ﬁgmwen

(UNFCCC) will be held at Expo
City, Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

(D) Mangroves are indeed salt-
tolerant vegetation. This is due
to a series of impressive adap-
tations, including a filtration
system that keeps out much of
the salt and a complex set of
physiological, biochemical, and
molecular attributes associated
with the response to salinity,
which function to mediate salt
tolerance in mangroves.

(D) The programme of Bio-
sphere Reserve was initiated by
UNESCO in 1971.

(C) The ancient Rock Edicts of
Kalsi in Uttarakhand are a
remarkable historical and cul-
tural treasure, providing valu-
able insights into the ancient
Mauryan empire and the beliefs
and policies of Emperor Ashoka.
(A) The total number of districts
is 13. At the time of formation of
the state, there were 30 members
in the Interim Legislative
Assembly, out of which 22
members were from the Uttar
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Pradesh Legislative Assembly
and 08 from the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council. At present
there are 70 seats in the Uttara-
khand Legislative Assembly.

(B) "Vir Chandra singh Garhwali
Yojana' of Uttarakhand Govern-
ment is related to creation of
sustainable employment oppor-
tunities in tourism,

(C) Kausani is a hill station and
Village situated in Bageshwar
district in the state of Uttara-
khand.

(B) As per Census-2011, Sex
ratio of Uttarakhand state is 963.
(C) Tungnath is one of the
highest Shiva temples in the
world and is the highest of the
five Panch Kedar temples
located in the Rudraprayag
district, in the Indian state of
Uttarakhand.

(B) The Milam Glacier, located
in the Pithoragarh district of
Uttarakhand, India, is the source
of the Gori Ganga River. The
Gori Ganga River, alsoe known
as the Sarda or Saryu River, rises
in the Milam Glacier of the

through the Himalayan region,
passing through the towns of
Munsyari and Madkot before
eventually joining the Kali
River, which forms the border
between India and Nepal.

(C) The district with the highest
population in Uttarakhand as
per the Census 2011 is Harid-
war. It is the most populous
district in Uttarakhand, with a
population density of 801 people
per square kilometer, which is
over four times the state average.

(A) Governor constitutes the
State Finance Commission to
review the financial position of
the Panchayats in Uttarakhand.
This responsibility is outlined in
the Indian Constitution, speci-
fically in Article 243-1.

(B) The Chipko movement
originated in the Reni Village of
the Chamoli District. It was a
response to the large-scale cut-
ting of trees by timber contrac-
tors in the Uttarakhand hills and
was led by environmental
activists Chandi Prasad Bhatt
and Sunder Lal Bahuguna.
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138. (D) The most literate district in

139.
140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

Uttarakhand is Dehradun, with
a literacy rate of 89-92%.

(C)

(C) Tehri State, also known as
Tehri Riyasat, was a princely
state in India. It was merged
with Uttar Pradesh in 1949 and
later became a part of Uttara-
khand. The town of New Tehri
is the district headquarters of
Tehri Garhwal, which is a dis-
trict in the hill state of Uttara-
khand, India.

(B) The agency responsible for
estimating employment and
unemployment in India is the
National Sample Survey Orga-
nization (NSSQO). It is under the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-

gramme Implementation
(MoSPI).

(C) The state tree of Uttara-
khand 1is the Buransh, also
known as Rhododendron

arboretum is an evergreen shrub
or tree with a showy display of
bright red flowers. It is found in
Bhutan, Nepal, China, India, Sri

Thailand. The tree reaches a
height of up to 15 meters, mak-
ing it the tallest in Uttarakhand
among other species.

(D) The smallest glacier in
Uttarakhand the Pindari
Glacier, It is approximately 3-2
kms long and 15 kms wide,
making it one of the smaller
glaciers in the region.

(D) The river Mandakini joins
the river Alaknanda at Rudra-
prayag, and it is also known as
Kali Ganga or Ghaghara. It
emerges from the Chorabari
glacier near Kedarnath and
drains into Alaknanda in Rudra-
prayag.

(D) Bhitauli is a festival dedi-
cated to married women, cele-
brated in the month of March or
April. During this festival, a
married woman’s brother,
parents or any other relative
visit her and bring with them
sweets, fruits and new clothes.
A newly married girl receives
her first Bhitauli in the month
of Baisakh (April-May), after

is

146.

147,

148.

149.
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which it is given each year in the
month of Chaitra,

(C) The Defense Agricultural
Research Laboratory (DARL) is
an institution established by the
Defense Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) of
India, located at Pithoragarh,
Uttarakhand. It focuses on
research and  development
studies related to agriculture
and defense. DARL was esta-
blished on March 1, 1962.

(B) The first national park of
India is Jim Corbett National
Park, located in the Nainital
district of Uttarakhand, which
was established in 1936. It was
initially named Hailey National
Park after its founder Sir Mal-
colm Hailey, and later renamed
as Jim Corbett National Park in
1956 in honor of Jim Corbett, a
well-known hunter and natura-
list who took the initiative for
wildlife preservation in India,
(D) The historical name of
Uttarkashi being referred to as
‘Barahat’ is_deeply rooted in its

[Lanka, Fakistan, Myanmar/8nd & () 1 5333 [ Baidhae kranblates 9 26ig ©

market’ or ‘trade center’, signi-
fying its role as a commercial
hub in the region. During ancient
times, Uttarkashi or Barahat
served as a confluence point for
trade routes. Traders and pil-
grims traversed through this
area, contributing to its econo-
mic and spiritual growth.

(D) Recorded Forest Area (RFA)
in the State is 38,000 sq km of
which 26,547 sq km is Reserved
Forest, 9,885 sq km is Protected
Forest and 1,568 sq km is
Unclassed Forests.

(D) The Taiga is the largest land
biome in the world, covering a
substantial portion of the globe
and accounting for approxi-
mately 29% of the world's forest
area. It is also known as the
boreal forest or snow forest,
characterized by coniferous
forests consisting mostly of pine,
spruce and larch. The largest
areas of taiga are located in
Russia and Canada.

PDarpan



Essay
Contest:;

Future of Generative Al in

Social Welfare

—Digvijay Kumar

Today, the world is changing
and developing very rapidly in all
the fields. And leading these deve-
lopments are the technological
advancements happening in the
world. Generative Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al), being a powerful tool
of technology, is also contributing
in developing the world. In social
welfare, it is lead- -
ing in all the fields.
Generative Al has
emerged as a trans-
formative force in
various  domains, = 4
offering  unprece-
dented capabilities =~
to create, innovate,
and assist in pro-
blem-solving. Its potential extends
beyond conventional applications,
reaching into the realm of social
welfare. There is a great future of
-Gaqaratwe) Al iy erﬂ]@nnug ,,301;:@1

" welfare by exploring™ ifs ‘current
applications, working on future pos-
sibilities and utilizing its potential.

o

Digvijay Kumar

Generative Al encompasses a
subset of machine learning techni-
ques that aims to create new data
instances, such as images, text or
music, resembling those in the train-
ing dataset. Unlike traditional Al
models that operate based on pre-
defined rules, generative models
possess the ability to generate novel
content autonomously, enabling it
to produce realistic outputs across
various domains and using these
outputs for the welfare of society
and the world will increase the pace
of development manifold.

Using data collected by satellites
and leveraging predictive analytics,
generative Al will help farmers
improve their vields by providing
information about things like irriga-
tion and fertilizer use. Additionally,
deep learning can help farmers to
prevent crop losses by identifying
and detecting contamination issues
earlier by analyzing photos of
diseased crops. By analyzing satellite
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imagery and environmental data,
generative Al will generate insights
into crop health, soil quality and
weather patterns, enabling farmers
to optimize their farming practices
and increase agricultural producti-
vity. This will lead to the welfare of
life of farmers and agriculture, which
is very important sector in any coun-
try and involves a large population,
especially in India. This will further
improve food security and liveli-
hoods in rural communities. And so,
the social welfare of farmers, rural
people, agricultural households is
being done through the Generative
Al and will be done in future too
with more better outcomes.

Generative Al is already making
significant strides in addressing
societal challenges and enhancing
boga,l welfare in several ways. One

.ﬂl"1

Chotabldipplidation is/ ﬁ}fhealthcme c

where generative models assist in
medical image generation, drug dis-
covery, and personalized treatment
recommendations. These advance-
ments facilitate early disease detec-
tion, accelerate drug development,
and improve patient outcomes.
Researchers have developed models
assisted by Al, capable of generating
high-resolution MRI and CT images,
facilitating the development and
validation of image analysis algori-
thms. Generative Al also creates
synthetic medical images for training
diagnostic algorithms, improving
accuracy in disease detection, which
would lead to early treatment of
disease and thus help out in saving
Using generative Al, new
molecular structures are generated to
expedite the development of treat-
ments for various illnesses. Genera-
tive Al analyzes patient data to
recommend  tailored  treatment
strategies, optimizing health out-
comes. Therefore, the field of medical
science is utilizing the potential of
Generative Al which contributes to

lives.

improving the healthcare and so
leading to social welfare of humans.
Thus, generative Al is proving very
beneficial in this field, and in future
it's going to be more helpful as well.

In many countries, children do
not have access to quality education
due to a lock of resources. However,
generative Al will help provide
children in these countries with
access to educational resources that
will help them succeed in school,
gain skills, and eventually secure
jobs or opportunities to help them
make a strong future and contribute
to the development of the society.
Generative Al enabled virtual learn-
ing systems have the potential to
make education much more accessi-
ble for students from all back-
grounds, including those who are
economlcally d.n.sadvantaged Tth )

WATFIeat to/great SOCIAT Welfate/siricd

education forms the foundation of
any society and nation. Online edu-
cation platforms assisted by Genera-
tive Al have been already implemen-
ted in some parts of the world like
in America, China, Brazil, Singapore
and many more countries with great
success. Students who previously
had limited access due to financial
constraints or location now have
access to quality education regard-
less of their circumstances. This leads
to building up an educated youth
and children who form a great asset
of the country, and so a good social
welfare is being guaranteed through
this. Also, Generative Al driven plat-
forms can match job seekers with
employment opportunities based on
their skills, preferences, and local
labour market dynamics. This will
help society tackle the unemploy-
ment very efficiently. Thus, gene-
rative Al holds a great future in
social welfare, also in the field of
education and skills learning,.
Generative Al holds  great
potential in enhancing public sector



productivity in several areas like
accelerating  citizen services by
rapidly retrieving information to
power digital self-service platforms.
Generative Al can also reduce staff
workloads, for example, by using
generative Al to draft routine com-
munications to allow refocusing on
complex tasks requiring human
judgement. Through these, the pace
of processing decisions for deve-
lopment in government sector as
well as any sector will increase, and
so more time would be available to
focus on other areas of social welfare.
Furthermore, in disaster response
and humanitarian aid, generative Al
aids in predictive modeling, resource
allocation, and scenario simulation to
mitigate the impact of natural dis-
aster and facilitate timely assistance
to affected communities by analyz-
ing vast datasets and generating
insights,  generative Al-driven
systems enhance decision-making
and optimize humanitarian efforts.
All these contribute to the betterment
of the society and its welfare. Thus,
there is a very bright future of

” Al in social welfare,
PO NE P

Looking ahead, the future of
generative Al in social welfare is
bright and promising, with nume-
rous opportunities for innovation
and impact. One area of immense
potential is in poverty alleviation

and socio-economic development.
Generative models can analyze
socio-economic  data  to identity

patterns, predict trends, and devise
targeted interventions to uplift mar-
ginalized communities. Additionally,
generative Al holds great potential in
addressing environmental challenges
by simulating climate scenarios,
generating renewable energy solu-
tions, and optimising resource utili-
zation. By harnessing the power of
Generative Al insights, policymakers
will formulate effective strategies
for combating climate change and
promoting sustainability in future.
Generative Al driven platforms will
foster collaboration among govern-
ment agencies, NGOs, and commu-
nity organisations. This collaborative
approach enhances coordination,
maximizing the collective impact of
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social welfare efforts. Therefore,
future of Generative Al is closely
associated with improving the social
welfare.

Despite its immense potential,
the widespread adoption of gene-
rative Al in social welfare also con-
tains some challenges. One signi-
ficant challenge is ensuring the
fairness and transparency of Al-
generated outcomes. There are also
ethical implications of Al-generated
content, such as deepfakes and misin-
formation, raising concerns about
privacy, consent, and authenticity.
However, to tackle this, robust
governance frameworks and ethical
guidelines to mitigate potential risks
and safeguard societal values are
being formulated and implemented
by the creators of Generative Al as
well as governments of the countries
where this technology is being used.
And with time, as the progress is
being made, generative Al will also
be upgraded and transformed time-
to-time to tackle the challenges and
work as per norms to ensure no
misuse happens of Generative Al

Y SSollfutiref Geaerativé A1 s sifely e geady to joincetid helpthls

going to be good in social welfare.

Conclusion

Generative Al holds immense
promise in advancing social welfare
and addressing pressing societal
challenges across various domains.
From healthcare and education to
disaster response and environmental
sustainability, generative Al models
offer innovative solutions and trans-
formative capabilities. Realizing the
full potential of generative Al will
come with addressing challenges like
bias mitigation, ethical considera-
tions, and regulatory frameworks.
But using generative Al for the social
welfare has already been started, and
with more technological advance-
ments, the future of Generative Al
in social welfare is very bright and
full of productive results. By harnes-
sing the power of generative Al
responsibility and ethically, we can
pave the way for a future where
technology serves as a force for
positive social change and human
flourishing.
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became an Engineering Graduate
from Seattle University, USA. While
in the USA, Pingle associated himself
with the Ghadar Party and became
an active member of it. Pingle came
in contact with Satyendra Bhushan
Sen (Jatin Mukherjee’s emissary),
Kartar Singh Sarabha, and other
Ghadar leaders. As a part of the
Ghadar  conspiracy,  Satyendra
Bhushan Sen, Kartar Singh Sarabha,
Vishnu Ganesh Pingle himself, and a
batch of Sikh revolutionaries sailed
for India from America by the S.S.
Salamin in the middle of October
1914. It was Jatin who sent Pingle to
Rash Behari Bose in Benaras in the
third week of December 1914 to dis-
cuss the scheme for a rising. Pingle
reported to Rash Behari that some
4000 Sikhs of the Ghadr Party had
already reached Calcutta for organiz-
ing a rebellion they had planned.
Towards the end of December
1914, in a meeting at Kapurthala,
Pingle announced that Surendra
Bose, an expert in bomb- makmg is

“along wnh Rash Behari Bosc, Sachm
Sanyal, and Kartar Singh Sarabha,
became one of the main coordina-
tors of the Ghadar rising in Punjab,
in 1915. He was involved in the
intensive propaganda for the revolt,
visited the Military Cantonments of
Meerut and Ambala in March 1915,
and exhorted the soldiers there to
rise against the British for the cause
of India’s independence. He appar-
ently was betrayed and arrested on
23 March, 1915, with high explosive
bombs in his possession. Vishnu
Ganesh Pingle and other Chadar
heroes were put under trial (Lahore
Conspiracy Case) in 1915 and
charged with conspiring to create
disaffection within the army in the
style of 1857 mutiny and to over-
throw the British rule. Pingle along
with other Ghadar Party revolution-
aries awarded death sentence. Vishnu
Ganesh Pingle and his colleague,
Kartar Singh Sarabha, were hanged
in the Lahore Central Jail on 16

November, 1915 and became the
icons of revolutionary freedom
struggle in India. FIRIpan
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Juvenile Delinquency is on the

Rise in India

In Favour
—Sanjib Ata

Human resource plays a key role
for the growth of a country whether
it is a developed or a developing
nation. If we take a glance at the
demographic dividend of India then
we may be able to ——M7 ———
know the impor-
tance of youth and
children for a pros-
perous future of our
country. India has

A

almost 41 per cent '
of total population
below the age of Sanfib Ata

twenty years. There-

fore the future of India is largely
depends on its future generation
especially the youth which consists
of teenagers, adolescents and child-
ren.

=0 FOu Bheurable P inidter
launched an initiative called “Vikshit
Bharat @ 2047 : Voice of Youth”
which promotes youth power as the
agent of change and also the bene-
ficiaries of change. In addition he
said that a nation becomes deve-
loped only with the development of
its people. In spite of all efforts from
the government in every sector for
the development of children and
youth, the juvenile delinquency is
galloping at its own pace in India.
According to the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), the regis-
tered cases of crimes against children
in the year 2022 was 9% more than
the previous year now, there is an
important question. How India will
become a developed country in
future alongwith such pathetic and
heinous crimes against our future
generation.

The problem of juvenile delin-
quency has not emerged suddenly
to our society. It is an involvement
in illegal activity or behaviour by
minors which means the kids under
the age of 18 years. In other words,
when a juvenile’s actions are to be
dangerous to the society and for
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himself, he may be called as a
juvenile delinquent. The act may
include running away from home,
use of vulgar languages, committing
sexual offences and attempt to
murder.

There are several causes and
factors of juvenile delinquency one of
the major factors is poverty. People
who are going through a vicious
cycle of poverty are prone to commit
petty crimes for the sake of mere
amount of money. They do not have
the knowledge about the effect of
that committed crime because they
are not aware of it and another
reason is bad parenting which can
cast a long shadow over a child’s
emotional and psychological well-
being. The most recent and challen-
ged factor is advancement of tech-
nology. Mostly teenagers are being
attracted with social media and they

Spetinvolyed imjitconiplefelyswithiouf o

knowing the risks. As a result
technical expertise like hackers hack
their personal account and mislea
them by posting abusive content
which cause immense mental stress
to commit a crime.

Historically the concept of
juvenile was derived from a belief
system that the problems of juvenile
delinquency was not easily con-
trolled by a resolution within the
traditional process of the criminal

law. During the colonial rule in India,

several acts came into force in 19th
century which dealt with the
children in distresses like to punish
a juvenile through whipping and
setting them free. After the inde-
pendence, the Juvenile Justice Act,
1986 was enacted which was prior to
United Nations Conventions on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989
Act to accomplish the Constitutional
provisions regarding care and wel-
fare of children mentioned in Article
15(3), Article 24, Article 39(e) and (f)
and Article 45 which ensures the
special status to the children. The
above mentioned act has been
amended and modified various pro-

visions to make it more efficient
according to the need of our society
to fight against juvenile delinquency
and now it is known as the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Child-
ren) Act, 2015.

Despite of having certain acts
and regulations to eradicate the
juvenile delinquency the index is
prompting upward rise of this crime
in India. Not all statistical rise are
not good for the nation, some are
shameful too. For an instance, 162
lakh cases were registered as crime
against children in the year 2022
whereas 1-5 lakh cases were regis-
tered in 2021 (NCRB report). Among
all types of crimes, kidnapping and
abduction shares the major portion
of the overall crimes against children
which contributed almost half (45%)
of the crimes against children.

Now a days children always
{ghoose | the! Bhortest) And effortless ©
path to become successful and some-
times they are misguided if they are
not aware of it. They use to take
cheap drugs like gard, buttons,
marijuana etc. to deal with their
stress caused by several incidents in
their life such as bad results or
failures in exam. Also seasoned
criminals encourage kids to consume
substances and turn them into drug
addict. Then they use them in illegal
works like phishing, scamming,
spoofing and supply of drugs to their
clients. We have come across seven
decades since the independence but
still there is no rigid framework to
stop abuse of children in such dirty
works.

There are various government
schemes for welfare of children to
get back into the mainstream for a
holistic development. But still there
is a huge gap between major and
minor groups of people. Because
of ineffectiveness of government
initiatives in backward areas, minors
are still being ignored socially,
economically and politically. They
may live in impoverished circums-
tances but their eyes get stick to the



flash and shimmer of good life. There
are quick ways to make money to
fund a good lifestyle. Due to lack of
stringent punishment for juveniles,
sometimes murder is too easy for
them to gain respect in their group.
Currently, India the fifth
largest economy and the fourth
largest defence in the world. But
these tallies have become baseless
when some heinous crimes occurred
such as Nirbhaya Murder case where
whole Indians shedded their tears.
There are so many cases similar to it
which could not come under the
limelight and covered under the
carpet to avoid embarrassment of
influential people. It is happening
like a chain reaction which causes a
social disease in our society and
becoming a never ending process. In
spite of having strict authorized
body to protect children from several
crimes such as protection of children
from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO),
the statistics shows us a horrific
picture which can bring a destruction

is

to our society. Under the POCSO Act,

the number of criminal Acts against
girls is fifty times higher than the
~bays, e official data are such
I Milflﬂﬁl(ﬁsié an;}iiﬁwre"tﬂefud{e {‘hme
cases which are not registered either
due to fear of maladministration or
miscommunication then the horrible
figure will be beyond of our imagi-
nation.

A child cannot develop into a
human being just by the normal
provision of food, shelter and
clothing. Although government of
India has implemented various wel-
fare schemes for healthy growth of
children and betterment of society
but all efforts have gone in vain
either due to lack of proper infra-
structure or due to lack of awareness
among people. Unless the juvenile
justice act programme is being
decentralized so that services can be
delivered to the doorstep of each
section of the society, it is not
possible to make a big change to
mitigate this social evil. And we will
remain just as a spectators of multi-
ple juvenile delinquencies happening
around us. Casual behaviour of
administration propels the criminals
to commit more crimes and pollute
the society. We must dive into the
deep and uproot the social evil to
eliminate juvenile delinquency for-
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ever and bring the harmony among
people for the prosperous future of
the nation. But with a huge popu-
lation and limited resources to
achieve this mammoth objective is
still a distant dream for India.

Against
—Sanjib Ata

The word ‘Juvenile’ is derived
from the Latin word ‘invenilis’ which
means ‘youthful’. ‘Juvenile’ is fragile
as it refers to the
delecate nature of
children.  Juvenile
delinquency is a
violation of law
committed by a
juvenile that would
have been a crime
if committed by
an adult. Juvenile
delinquency  refers
to an involvement in illegal activity
or behaviours by minors ie, the
kids under the age of 18 years. It is
prevalent in developed as well as
developing nations and being the
most populous country in the world,
juvenile delinquency is a serious and
multidimensional threat to India. But

Sanjib Ata
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stage, the reforms of acts and policies
brought a change in our society.

Crimes remained always a major
problem for society. Crimes violate
laws and values and sacred customs.
It interrupts the smooth functioning
of social and political affairs. Child-
ren are innocent, vulnerable and
dependent and they are useful
human resource for the progress of
our nation. Instead of learning and
gaining knowledge of the culture
and customs of the most diversed
country in the world, they are being
indulged in shameless and pessi-
mism act such as drug consumption,
vandalism, assault and sexual
offences. To combat with this severe
social disease the juvenile system of
India has evolved over the years
based on the premises that juveniles
are different from adults.

The main regulation for adoles-
cent equity framework is the Appren-
tices Act, 1850 and after Indian Penal
Code (IPC), Reformatory School Act
1897, Code of Criminal Methodology
1898 and recommendations done by
the Indian Jail Committee in 1920
referred different treatment for the
youthful wrongdoers from grown up

guilty parties. During the colonial
rule in India, a few number of
reforms and sudden acts were passed
to suppress such crimes but overall it
remained ineffective. In the post-
independence period, Parliament of
India endorsed the ‘Juvenile Justice
Act, 1986' by preserving the Consti-
tutional safeguard to children. As
the time goes on, the socio-political
scenario is changed and crime is
evolved itself with time. Considering
all problems, Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2021
was passed by the Parliament. Decen-
tralisation is the main provision of
this act to reach the marginalised
sections of people to address their
problems in the most effective way.
According to this act, the District
Magistrate shall evaluate the func-
tioning of district child protection
units, child welfare committees and
Juvenile Justice Board alongwith
his subordinates. This is a significant
step to fight against this social evil.
And surely this will be an effective
measure to bring the all sections of
people under the light of education
and awareness to resolve the local

.'c?‘ H\ ‘
TEET@ lS I'IO% a bll'lg]e *factor

behind juvenile delinquency. It is a
cumulative effect of multiple factors
like poverty, lack of basic education,
poor living condition etc. Being the
most populous country in the world,
the main cause of juvenile delin-
quency is ‘poverty’ especially in
disadvantaged areas. Teenagers get
easily involved in petty crimes to
earn a mere amount of money with-
out having knowledge of the con-
sequences of the act committed by
them. Besides, emotional troubles
and different types of mental health
issues in children and adolescents
such as fear, depression, anger, com-
plexes etc. provoke them to commit
sudden and illegal acts. To eradicate
the root cause of this social evil,
Government has taken various signi-
ficant steps at grassroot level to reach
and help all sections of the people
and guide them to get involved in
welfare of themselves as well as for
the nation.

India has emerged as the fastest
growing country in the world with
its aim to become a developed nation
by 2047. Honourable Prime Minister’s
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vision is involvement of youth of the
country in formulation of national
plans. The importance of future
generation is enhanced in the
initiative of ‘Vikshit Bharat @ 2047’,
India is working at grassroot level to
reach the milestone of excellence. As
per the report of United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP),
415 million people moved out of
poverty from 2005/6 to 2019/21.
This is a huge tally and an example
how the country is moving towards a
holistic development by tackling the
major problems.

For a holistic development of the
children, the respective ministry
(Ministry of Women and Child
Development) has implemented the
world’s largest and most unique
programme ie, Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS). It pro-
vides a package of services including
nutrition, immunization and health
check-up. In addition to several
number of government schemes are
came into effect to address the issues
ameng children and youth like
Anganw1di scheme whcre a basic
- vidl
rmciudmg hea’ldﬁq murlz.el‘["'ngr ‘{ﬁ?tl%—
tion education, supplementation as
well as pre-school activities. The
other significant schemes are ‘PM-
Poshan Scheme’ where a better
nutritional status of school-age child-
ren is provided. ‘Vatsalya Scheme’
aims to provide comprehensive care
and protection to children. For the
effectiveness of these welfare initia-
tives the cases of juveniles booked
under Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Special & Local Laws (SLL) both
dropped in recent times.

India is a diverse country where
cultures, customs, beliefs are different
from one community to another. If
we segregate whole India statewise,
we can be able to see the difference
in rates of juvenile delinquencies
among the states. States like Jhar-
khand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh with
juvenile delinquency rate 0-4, 1-5 and
1.7 in 1 lakh of population respecti-
vely. In North Eastern region states
like Meghalaya and Nagaland shar-
ing international borders records the
least number of juvenile delinquen-
cies in India. Because of corrective
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measures and proper implementa-
tion of government initiatives many
have been brought into the main-
stream which reduces the juvenile
crimes in India. For an example we
can take a glance at Jammu &
Kashmir where people are involving
in constructive role for the nation
instead of stone pelting of course in
few states the juvenile delinquency
rate is slightly high but in many
states. It is gradually decreasing in
an effective manner with proper
strategy and planning. Apart from
Non-Governmental  Organizations
(NGO) play a pivotal role to protect
children from exploitation, abuse
and neglect. They advocate for child
rights, working to eliminate child
labour trafficking for the betterment

of the society as well as for the nation.

Juvenile delinquency is a severe
threat to the largest democratic
country in the world. In last few
decades, increasing emphasis on
addressing  antisocial  behaviour
through medicinal, criminal-justice,
advocational and awareness
apprpachcﬁ are helpful to curb the

Test Your Knowledge

10.
15.
20.
23.

24,

26.

Answers with Hints

(C) There is no specific criteria
to be elected as a Lok Sabha
Speaker, an understanding of
the Constitution and Parliamen-
tary rules is an advantage.

(C) 3.(C) 4.(D) 5.(O)

(C) Bahrain, Kuwait, Irag, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE
are the members of Gulf Coope-
ration Council.

(B) 8.(A)

(B) Heavy influence of Greek or
Hellenistic sculpture, so it is
also known as Indo-Green Art.
(D) 11. (C) 12. (B) 13. (D) 14. (A)
(D) 16.(C) 17.(B) 18.(C) 19.(B)
(B) 21. (A) 22. (A)

(B) In the case of changing the
name of a state, requires
approval of Union Cabinet
followed by the Parliament
under Article 3 and 4 of Indian
Constitution.

(C) 25.(C)

(D) Humus in soil is related to
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suitable government policies and
special emphasis on elementary
education the future generation is
guided towards modesty and self-
reliance. It is believed that early
phase of interventions represent the
best approach to combat juvenile
delinquency. It is true that the
juvenile delinquency is decreasing
slowly in India but to accelerate it at
a fast pace, prevention requires
individual, group or organizational
efforts. With the utilization of full
potential of our country, children
and teenagers must be guided
towards the mainstream for the
holistic development and inspire
them to involve in constructive role
in the society. It is easy to counting
figures but mere contribution of
people would not help to mitigate
the problems of the nation. We have
to come forward to make all pro-
grammes effective with all our
possible efforts to nip in the bud of
this social evil to defeat juvenile
delinquency from India forever and a
glorious future ahead.

Plampan

27.
28.

29.

31.

32.

37.

38.

and not all mountains areas are
necessarily covered with forests.
One the other hand, since the
slope of the land is generally
quite steep, the finer particles of
soil are removed by running
water along the slopes of the
mountains.

(A)

(B) Mestizo is a type of person
with mixed racial ancestry,
especially of mixed European
and native American ancestry.
(B) 30. (A)

(C) Heterotrophic nutrition is
that mode of nutrition in which
an organism cannot make (or
synthesize) its own food from
simple organic materials like
CO, and water and depends on
other organism for its food.

(C) 33. (C) 34. (C) 35.(C) 36. (D)
(C) Seats in the Lok Sabha : Uttar
Pradesh (80); Maharashtra (48);
Bihar (40); Tamil Nadu (39) and
Madhya Pradesh (29).

(A) 39.(D) 40. (A)
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Identify the error in relation to
the Child Nutrition Report 2024
from the options provided—

(A) The report is published by
UNICEF

(B) Children in both poor and
non-poor  households  face
severe food poverty

(C) It seeks to investigate the
situation, tendencies, disparities,
and determinants of child food
poverty during early childhood
(D) India tops among 20 coun-
tries account for 65% of children
living in severe food poverty
What is the target reduction
percentage for childhood wast-
ing to be achieved by 2025 ?

(A) 20%

(B) 30%

(C) 40%

(D) Less than 5%

How many places did India

Index in 2023 comparecf to the
year before ?

(A) 1 (B) 2

© 3 (D) 4

Regarding the Global Report
on Internal Displacement 2024,
which of the following is true ?
(A) It was released by the
Geneva-based Internal Displace-
ment Monitoring Centre

(B) Disaster-related displace-
ment outweighs all other causes
(C) India and other countries in
South Asia reported the highest
internal  displacements  since
2018

(D) In 2023, weather-related dis-
placements decreased by 507

Which of these isn't a key
dimension of the Global Gender
Gap Report ?

(A) Health and Survival

(B) Distribution of wealth

(C) Political Empowerment

(D) Educational Attainment

How many places did India gain
in the Gender Inequality Index
2022 compared to the previous
year ?
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and Indices

(A) 8 (B) 12

(C) 14 (D) 16

Which statement accurately des-
cribes the Corruption Perception
Index 2023 ?

(A) It is published by Trans-
parency International, a United
Nation body

(B) Denmark topped the index
for the third consecutive year
(C) Venezuela was ranked last
(D) India fell eight places bet-
ween 2022 and 2023

Which of the following state-
ments about the World Cyber-
crime Index is correct ?

(A) Russia tops the list & fol-
lowed by China, Ukraine, USA
& Nigeria

(B) Worldwide economic
impact of cybercrime is estima-

_}ed aEpmx 59 2?, billion in 2024 Cg %Iu al_r;yt_n:
V@ R IGS AP oM FRHE T Sdén Rafienges PETIVIAG ZIN¢

the score of 58% World cyber-
crime

(D) The study indicated that
USA was predominantly con-
nected with data and identity
theft crimes

What is India’s difference in
rank between 2022 and 2023 on
the Human Development Index ?

(A) 1 (B) 2

(€ 3 (D) 4

Which  statement  accurately
describes the World Air Quality
Report 2023 ?

(A) Bihar's  Bhagalpur  was

termed the world's most pollu-
ted metropolitan area

(B) 10 out of the top 15 most
polluted cities in the world are
from India

(C) Only Bangladesh and Paki-
stan were ranked lower than
India among its neighbouring
countries

(D) Delhi has been declared the
most polluted capital city in the
world for the third consecutive
years

11

12.

13.

14.

Which statement is not correct
concerning the Global Peace
Index 2023 ?

(A) Iceland is the world’s most
tranquil country, having held
the title since 2008

(B) India ranked 126th, two less
than its previous position

(C) Afghanistan has become the
least peaceful country in the
world for the ninth consecutive
year

(D) The average degree of world
peace declined by 2-42 per cent.

What was the primary purpose
behind the conception of the
Global Nutrition Report in 2013 ?
(A) To provide financial aid to
developing countries for nutri-
tion programs

B) To track the commitments
made by various stakeholders
towards addressin

(C) To establish a global net-
work of nutrition experts
(D) To promote specific nutri-
tion products and brands

What is the significance of the
2025 global nutrition targets in
the context of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development ?
(A) They are unrelated to the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

(B) They are central to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Deve-
lopment

(C) They have no impact on the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

(D) They are supplementary to
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

Which of the following is not
one of the global nutrition
targets endorsed by the World
Health Assembly in 2012 to be
achieved by 2025 ?

(A) 40% reduction in stunning
for children who are below 5
years of age

Continued on Page 190
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Consider the following state-
ments in relation to the Speaker
of Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha—

I. A Speaker is elected from
among the members of the
house by a simple majority.

I, Speaker's post becomes
vacant immediately before
the new Lok Sabha meets
for the first time.

III. The Speaker of the house
has the absolute power in
deciding the cases pertai-
ning to disqualification of
members on the ground of
defection.

How many of the above are

correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

ter i
the Council of Ministers shall
not exceeded of the total
number of members of the
House of the people.

(A) 5% (B) 10%

(©) 15% (D) 20%

Consider the following state-

ments in relation to the size of

the Council of Ministers in the
state—

I.  The total number of Minis-
ters, including the Chief
Minister, in the Council of
Ministers in a state shall not
exceed fifteen per cent of
the total number of the
members of the Legislative
Assembly.

II. Number of Ministers, inclu-
ding Chief Minister in a
State shall not be less than
twelve.

Which of the above statements

is/are correct ?

(A) Onlyl

(B) Only Il

(C) BothlandIl

(D) Neither I nor 11
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Consider the following com-

mittees of the Cabinet—

1. Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs.

II. Cabinet Committee on Poli-

tical Affairs

ITI. Cabinet Committee on
Security

IV. Cabinet Committee on

Investment and Growth.
How many of the above Com-
mittees exist in India ?

(A) Only one
(B) Only two
(C) Only three
(D) All four

Yama, Pratyahara, Dharma,
Satkarmas, Yukta-Karma are
related to—

(A) Sankhya

(B) Vaishesika

Yoga

Which of the following countries
is not a member of Gulf Co-
operation Council ?

(A) Saudi Arabia

(B) United Arab Emirates

(C) Iran

(D) Qatar

Kalamkari painting refers to—
(A) A hand printed decorative
silk cloth in North-Western
India

(B) A hand painted
textile in South India
(C) A block-painted woolen
cloth in Western Himalayan
Region of India

(D) A handmade drawing on
bamboo handicrafts in North-
East India

cotton

Which of the following state-
ments is/are correct about the
Ashoka’s palace in Kumrahar ?
I. It was a massive structure
1. Ithad ahigh central pillar

III. It had a three-story wooden
structure

IV. The palace
simple plain.

walls  were

TEST “TOUR “KNOWLEDGE ‘P

4.

10.

11,

12,

13.

Correct code is—

(A) Only I, Il and III
(B) Only I

(C) Only I1and I
(D) AIILIIL I and IV

Which of the following schools
of art was developed indige-

nously

I.  Gandhara School
1II.  Mathura School
1II.  Amaravati School
Correct code is—

(A) Onlyland I

(B) Only Il and I

(C) AIlLL 11, III

(D) None of the above

Consider the features of Indo-
Islamic architecture—

1. Use of arch and domes

II.  Use of minars

IIl. Use of mortar as a cement-

- (C) , ) .
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6.

IV. Avoided the use of human
and animal figures for
decoration

How many of the above are

correct ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) Only three

(D) All four

Paitkar painting was practiced

by—

(A) The people of Kashmir

valley

(B) The tribal people of Odisha

(C) The tribal people of Jhar-

khand

(D) The people of Bengal

Which state is famous for special
type of leather footwear called
‘Moijaris or Jutti’ ?

(A) Gujarat

(B) Rajasthan

(C) Punjab

(D) Jammu & Kashmir
Consider the following pairs in
relation to folk dances of India—
I.  Baul—West Bengal

II.  Wanawan—Kashmir



14.

16.

18.

19,

20.

21.

II. Alha—Odisha

IV. Ovi—Maharashtra

Which of the above are matched
correctly ?

(A) Only land Il

(B) Only I1, Ill and IV

(C) OnlylandIV

(D) Only I, Il and IV

Which of the following is the
famous dancer of Kathak ?

(A) Lady Leela Sokhey

(B) Guru Bipin Singha

(C) Sonal Mansingh

(D) Madhuri Amma

The concept of fire temples is
related to—

(A) Hinduism

(B) Judaism

(C) Jainism

(D) Zoroastrianism

Which of the following social
reformers is related to untoucha-
ble movement ?

(A) Vittal Ramji Shinde

(B) Gopal Krishna Gokhale

(C) K.Ranga Rao

(D) Gangu Ram

OR M N nelars

launched in the year—
(A) 1914 (B) 1920
() 1930 (D) 1942

Who was the Governor General
to merge Sindh into British
India ?

(A) Lord Dalhousie

(B) Lord Auckland

(C) Lord Ellenborough

(D) Lord Harding

The Mughal emperor that stop-
ped the practice of forceful
conversion of prisoners of war—
(A) Jahangir

(B) Akbar

(C) Farukh Siyyar

(D) Aurangzeb

Constitution of India was adop-
ted and enacted by the—

(A) Constituent Assembly

(B) People of India

(C) Indian Parliament

(D) British Parliament

Most of the known elements
are—

(A) Metals

(B)

Non-metals
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22,

23.

24,

(C) Transition elements

(D) Noble gases

Which of the following writs
commands a public or quasi-
public legal person to perform
his duty ?

(A) Mandamus

(B) Prohibition

(C) Certiorari

(D) Quo Warranto

Which of the following pairs is
not matched correctly ?
(A) Power of Parliament
—Enacting a law
(B) Power of State Legislature
—Change the name of a state
(C) Equality before Law
—Both Indian and non-Indian
citizens
(D) Equal opportunity
—Indian citizen

Who among the following

cannot vote in the election of the

President of India ?

I.  Nominated Members of the
Rajya Sabha.

I. Members of State Legis-
lative Council.

& Mergersdivishi

26.

27.

28.

(A) Only1

(B) Only I

(C) BothlandII
(D) Neither I nor 11

Parliament does not have the
power to remove—

(A) The Judges of the Supreme
Court

(B) The Judges of the High
Courts

(C) Chairman of UPSC

(D) Comptroller and Auditor
General

Mountain soil contains a lot of—
(A) Clay

(B) Ironand Aluminium salts
(C) Humus

(D) Coarse material

Quartz is found in which state—
(A) Andhra Pradesh

(B) Odisha

(C) Madhya Pradesh

(D) Rajasthan

A person of mixed European and
Indian Blood in Latin America is
called—

(A) Mulatto
(C) Meiji

(B) Mestizo
(D) Mau Mau

29,

30.

31.

32,

33.

Boulder Dam and Grand Coulee
Dam generate power for—

(A) Canada

(B) Western USA

(C) Mexico

(D) Argentina

Which of the following is a
tropical grassland ?

(A) Lianos (B) Prairie
(C) Steppe (D) Yeld

Consider the following animals
1. Deer

II. Tiger

III. Brown Bear

How many of the above are
Heterotrophic mode of Nutri-
tion ?

(A) Only one

(B) Only two

(C) All three

(D) None of the above

The first enzyme to mix with
food in the digestive tract is—
(A) Pepsin (B) Cellulose
(C) Amylase (D) Trypsin

Consider the following state-
ments  about the muscle

telegraiti.fjie/PaperiMagzine

34.

acid in the muscles causes
muscle cramps.

II.  Humans can get relief from
the cramps in  muscles
cauised by heavy exercise by
taking a hot water bath or a
massage.

Which of the above statements

is/are correct ?

(A) Onlyl

(B) Onlyll

(C) BothlandlIl

(D) Neither [ nor Il

Consider the following state-

ments—

1. About 3 million Red Blood
Cells of human blood die
everyday but four times
that number are made in
the bone marrow everyday.

II.  When the blood is donated,
than the loss of blood from
the body can be made up
very quickly, within a day.

Which of the above statements

is/are correct ?

(A) Onlyl
(B) Only Il



(C) Bothland Il (C) Achieving a 30% reduction (B) Adapting to the impacts of
(D) Neither I nor 11 in the low birth weight climate change without add-

35. Which of the following is a (D) Ensuring no increase in s -
childhood underweight (C) Implementing  initiatives

water borne disease ? .
that are interrelated and mut-

(A) Malaria 15. What is the aim of the World wally reinforcing
(B) Tuberculosis Development Report 2023 with ; )
regard to migration policy- {D‘) Re!;fmg on glc?bal partner
(C) Cholera ekt ? ships without local involvement
D) Measl ' .
¢ )_ i o (A) To restrict cross-border Hapan
36. Wl‘ltlclh? of the following is not a eveRients Continued from Page 101
Lagia (B) To provide international
(A) Mercury protection to refugees ocean territory for drug-smuggling
(B) Zinc (C) To recognize the complexity and other criminal activities. Muizzu
(C) Cadmium and necessity of cross-border also cancelled the Hydrographic
(D) Germanium RGVETenE: Survey Agreement which was sigr.led
37. Uttar Pradesh has maximum (D) To develop new and predi- bet\:veen the m'i ED}ITltTlES dunr_lg
number of seats in the Lok ctable financing instruments Indian FM Modi's visit to Male in

2019. This agreement provided for

Sabha. Which is the next state
16. What the joint survey by the Maldivian

: - was India’'s headline
having the most seats in the Lok

poverty rate in 2022-23 accord-

Sabha ? ! ) ) Defence forces and Indian Navy of
il g toa recent study released by the territorial sea, Exclusive Eco-
(A) T?ml Nadu the State Bank of India (SBI) ? i 7 ‘f’ 4 ) wlls of
(B) Bihar (A) 2-3% (B) 45-5% :,?IEC one, reefs and atolls o
(C) Maharashtra ) aldives.
C) 6-7% D) 8-9% &
(D) Madhya Pradesh ) e D) 8-9% Conclusion

17. What was the estimated new s . ;
poverty line for rural areas in India’s  Neighbourhood ~ First

2022-23, as per the SBI report ? Policy is the major framework for

guiding India’s relations with her
KAl RTO00  (R) ¥LG22 neighbours. Among other things, it

- ,rDecorn sition Reaction . = ) e _ : mo
F uF(cg‘;*;gigi@aé%?@ggﬁeg@g;@rs & M&YEMes PiipdY/telegramanedPapanMagizine

38. Photosynthesis is considered as
a—

(A) Combination Reaction

(D) Physical change 18. Wh?t is t}fe significance of  growing influence in the region. It
_ ) India’s remittance receipts in  aims to develop and maintain India’s
39. Conmder-the following— 2022, as per the World Migra- close ties with her neighbours. Since
L. Cubic tion Report 2024 ? 2014 the policy has produced mixed
II. Rhombohedral (A) It was the highest in the outcomes. On the positive side, the
1. Octahedral world, surpassing $ 100 billion policy has promoted regular high
IV. Prismatic with sharp edges (B) It was the second-highest in level exchanges between India and
Crystals may exist in which of the world, reaching $ 111 billion her neighbours, strengthened India’s
the above shapes ? (C) 1t was the third-highest in develup.m_ent pal;itnershlp, er;hanced
(A) Only IV the world, exceeding $ 90 billion f:{).nPeFtlv:t){ W promoe i
(B) OnlylandII : : . initiatives like SAGAR, Information
: (D) Hiyas the fourthrhighest in Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean

(C) Only Il and IV the world, crossing $ 85 billion o . :
d Region and helped in revival of
(D) LIL Ifand IV 19. What is the focus of the Global BIMSTEC. But on the other hand,
40. Industrially, Hydrogen is pro- Risks Report 2024 ? there are some negative outcomes as
duced by— (A) Economic trends and fore- well. China has continued to increase
(A) Bosch process casts its strategic influence in many
(B) Bayer process (B) TEChﬂ?lﬂgi@l advanFements neighbouring countries, mainly Sri
(C) Haber process (©) lcrl’reﬁsmg risks facing the Lanka, Nepal, Maldives and Afghani-
(D) Solvay process it stan. India, as an emerging nation
(D) Social and cultural deve- peeds decisive strategic influence in
[For Answer See Page 183] lopments South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

s 20. According to the World Cities But China has emerged as a strong
Report (WCR) 2024, what does rival for India in this region. India

Continued from Page 184 effective climate action in urban needs to give a fresh look to her
(B) Achieve a 50% reduction of areas entail ? policy postulates in view of the new
anaemia in women of repro- (A) Focusing solely on reducing realities in the region.
ductive age greenhouse gas emissions Pl
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