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is to lose the war on terror
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Even if  the RSS issues a clarion call 
for its men to pull out of  the BJP, a 
large number of  its cadre might prefer 
to stay back in the political powerhouse

The feel-bad factors 
Everyone knows that the RSS 

never wanted a Modi-centric cam-
paign. It wanted a campaign focused 
on the government’s achievements 
and future plans. Yet, BJP leaders 
went ahead with its ‘Modi’s 
Guarantee’ campaign. This was why 
the RSS pulled back slightly after the 
first phase of  polling. However, it did 
not voice its concern immediately, 
preferring rather to wait for the elec-
tions. Sensing the RSS’s mood, BJP 
president J.P. Nadda made the issue 
public, with the statement, “Initially, 
the BJP was not strong enough, 
that’s why we leaned on the RSS.  
But now the BJP has outgrown  
the RSS and no longer needs its  
help in running the organisation or 
contesting elections.” 

Post-elections, the RSS has been 
paying back the BJP in the same coin. 
When Bhagwat said, “a true RSS 
worker is never arrogant”, everyone 
knew it was targeted at Modi. RSS 
think tank member Ratan Sharda’s 
article in the Sangh mouthpiece 
Organiser attacked Modi for keeping 
the campaign centred around him. 
The BJP lost because of  over-confi-
dence (in Modi). 

Bhagwat’s salvo
In his address to RSS workers in 

Jharkhand’s Dumka in early July, 
Bhagwat unsheathed his claws: “There 
is no end to development, be it internal 
or external. There are men who hav-
en’t even learnt how to be human, who 

want to become Superman. But they 
don’t stop there, they want to become 
demigods. But then, God is greater,  
so they want to be God himself. And 
then God says, I’m all-encompassing 
(Vishwaroop).”

For those with short memories, PM 
Modi had said in the run-up to the 
recently concluded elections, “As long 
as my mother was alive, I had believed 
that perhaps my birth was a biological 
one… But after her death, I’m con-
vinced that God has sent me here.”

If  anybody had any doubts as to 
the target of  Bhagwat’s salvo, 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
removed all ambiguity: “I am sure the 
self-proclaimed non-biological prime 
minister would by now have come to 
know of  the latest Agni missile fired 
by Nagpur (RSS headquarters) at Lok 
Kalyan Marg (the PM’s residence).”

Vertical split possible?
The RSS has regularly been draft-

ing its cadre to its ancillaries, includ-
ing the BJP. Each minister, MP and 
MLA essentially has one RSS member 
on his/her staff. The RSS has been 
managing the BJP’s organisation 
through its secretaries: Suresh Soni 
(during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s time), 
Ram Lal, Krishna Gopal and Arun 
Kumar (during Modi’s era). The same 
system is in place all across, from 
state to district headquarters, making 
workers of  the two organisations mix 
like sugar in water. So, can the RSS 
pull out all its cadre from the BJP, 
abruptly or even gradually?

Rashme Sehgal

Terrorists cannot operate 
without local support. 
Since 2019, the Jammu 
division has seen a sharp 
acceleration in terrorist 

activity. The attack in January 2023 
when militants killed seven civil-
ians in Dangri village and the more 
recent assault on a pilgrim bus in 
Reasi in June 2024 are just two 
instances of  the Pakistani deep 
state seizing the opportunity 
opened up by the reduction of  
troops, both army and paramili-
tary, from the Jammu division. 

In order to neutralise terror net-
works, the inhabitants of  this moun-
tainous and densely forested terrain 
are invariably the first line of  
defence. It was therefore imperative 
for the Modi government to ensure 
that the Muslim populace in Jammu 
& Kashmir were not alienated from 
mainland India. 

The Modi government seems 
hellbent on doing the exact opposite. 
Even as the citizens of  J&K reluc-

tantly accepted the abrogation of  
Article 370, the Centre set about a 
mammoth delimitation exercise 
undertaken to favour the BJP’s core 
constituency of  Jammu by bringing 
together two ethnically disparate 
cultural units of  Rajouri and 
Shopian, Kulgam and Anantnag 
under one unit. 

This was followed by granting 
Scheduled Tribe status in early 2024 
to the Pahadi Muslims. By doing so, 
they alienated the Gujjar communi-
ty who have served as the eyes and 
ears of  the security forces since 
1947. The devaluation of  J&K state-
hood and the failure to hold assem-
bly elections deepened this schism.

There have been 30 attacks on 
security forces since May 2021. 
Many could have been averted by 
timely tip-offs. Take the incident on 
8 July 2024, when terrorists threw 
grenades and opened fire on the 
convoy of  a Garhwal Rifles’ unit on 
patrol in the Kathua district. The 
ambush left five jawans dead and 
another five critically injured.

Investigations reveal that 

Pakistani terrorists attacked this 
unit with the support of  local over-
ground workers (OGWs). An even 
more daring attack took place on  
9 June, the day Prime Minister Modi 
was sworn in for the third time. 
Nine people lost their lives, includ-

ing the driver and conductor of  the 
bus, and 33 people were injured. The 
J&K police arrested one Hakam 
Din, a resident of  Rajouri district, 
for reportedly guiding the militants 
to the attack site. The police believe 
that Hakam Din had provided shel-

ter to militants on several occasions 
in the past.

Dr Ajai Sahni, executive director 
of  the Institute for Conflict 
Management, pointed out, “When a 
group of  terrorists carrying guns 
enter a home in a thinly populated 
region, few people are in a position 
to refuse. What is shocking is the 
government’s decision to dismantle 
the village defence committees 
(VDCs) who were trained in self-de-
fence and, being armed, could take 
on these militants. Many of  these 
VDCs were located in remote areas 
where the army’s reach was limited. 
Equally disturbing has been the 
government decision to stop the 
recruitment of  Special Police 
Officers who were a very important 
source of  information for the secu-
rity forces.” 

Sahni finds this decision shock-
ing because statistics indicate that 
the Jammu division has never been 
free of  terrorism. The South Asian 
Terrorism Portal has recorded 8,567 
persons killed by terrorist violence 
in the Jammu division, while 12,821 
have been killed in the valley.

A senior retired police officer 
from J&K believes there are, at pres-
ent, around 300–350 OWGs providing 
logistical support to militants. They 
don’t carry weapons, but they pro-
vide  detailed information, making 
it difficult for security forces to 
locate hideouts.

According to media sources, 

security forces killed around 70 mil-
itants in 2023 and arrested over 200 
OWGs. As per an intelligence input, 
35–40 foreign terrorists, suspected to 
be former members of  the Pakistan 
Army’s Special Services Group, are 
active in areas south of  the Pir 
Panjal range in Jammu sector. 
Another intelligence input claims 
there are presently around 120 for-
eign terrorists operating across 
J&K—over half  of  whom are active 
in areas north of  Pir Panjal.

R.R. Swain, director general of  
police, J&K, believes the figure is 
lower and that at present there are 
between 70 to 80 terrorists operating 
in J&K. A.S. Dulat, former chief  of  
RAW, finds this “a lot”. As he points 
out, “Even in the early phases of  
militancy during the 1990s, there 
were around 200 militants known to 
be operating in the state.” 

So emboldened are the militants, 
that after Modi’s address on Kargil 
Vijay Diwas (marking the 25th anni-
versary of  the Kargil conflict in 
Drass) the Jammu division saw a 
terror attack a day. 

Dulat ascribes this increase to 
the support of  the local people. 
There was a time when Gujjars 
were completely anti-Pakistan and 
pro-India. “It is well known that the 
Gujjars are not happy about 
Pahadis having been given ST sta-
tus,” he said.
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Houses burn in the wake of gunfights between militants and security forces in 
Kashmir's Pulwama

parivar wars

Obviously not. Even if  it issues 
such a clarion call, a large number of  
its cadre might prefer to stay back in 
the political outfit. 

RSS leaders like Arun Kumar and 
Suresh Soni are known to be sympa-
thetic towards Modi. Soni has been 
advising Modi on major political deci-
sions taken by the Centre over the last 
10 years. He is the architect of  the 
BJP’s pro-OBC stance in the selection 
of  candidates and appointments to 
key positions in the government. 

Diminishing returns
Irrespective of  the fracas, a num-

ber of  state units of  both organisa-
tions have been collaborating with 
each other. The Jharkhand RSS unit 
has promised the BJP to support its 
campaign for Assembly elections. 

Assuming that it can’t control its 
entire cadre and an open fight with the 
BJP might vertically split the 99-year-
old organisation, the RSS leadership is 
gradually chipping away at BJP lead-
ership, with the aim of  discrediting it 
as arrogant and insincere.  

The BJP has realised this is a  
case of  diminishing returns. Its tally 
in the Lok Sabha has come down  
from 302 to 240. In the Uttar Pradesh, 

MP, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan 
Assembly elections, it managed to 
win with far narrower margins  
than before. The party lost Karnataka 
and Telangana. In the next few 
months, it faces Assembly elections 
in Maharashtra, Haryana, Jharkhand 
and Jammu & Kashmir. It is not com-
fortably placed in any of  these states. 

Bid to placate RSS
And that explains why the BJP is 

trying to placate the RSS. Earlier this 
month, the Centre quietly revoked a 
58-year-old government order prohibit-
ing government employees from partic-
ipating in RSS shakhas on the grounds 
of  it not being a banned organisation, 
rather an apolitical one. An argument 
that is as flimsy as it sounds. 

The timing of  the decision raised 
several questions. It could have been 
revoked any time during the last 10 
years. The announcement could even 
have been made to commemorate its 
centenary celebrations next year. Why 
now, when relations between the two 
are strained to breaking point? There 
can be only one reason: to pour oil on 
troubled waters. 

Sharad Gupta

On a flight from Lucknow 
to Delhi after polling was 
over for the last phase of  
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, I 
found an interesting 

co-passenger in Indresh Kumar, a 
senior RSS leader. I asked him what 
were his expectations from the gov-
ernment if  the BJP led by Narendra 
Modi were to win the elections. Pat 
came the answer: “Get a closure 
report in all cases being termed 
Hindu terror cases.” Indresh himself  
was an accused in the Ajmer blast 
case along with Swami Aseemanand 
and Sunil Joshi, an RSS pracharak 
from Madhya Pradesh. Modi did 
oblige his RSS brethren. 

Ten years later, I was surprised to 
read Indresh Kumar’s statement on 
Modi: “Lord Ram has punished the 
BJP for its arrogance by limiting its 
tally to 240 (32 short of  the majority).” 

The two instances sum up the 
change the relationship between the 
BJP and its mother organisation the 
RSS has undergone this past decade. 
The RSS, which worked tirelessly to 
bring the BJP to power, is now blaming 
it for all that is wrong with politics. 

It’s now a no-holds-barred battle 
between the two, though still not out 
in the open. Instead, the battle is 
being fought through proxies and 
symbols. The BJP feels like a tiger 
cub that has come of  age and no lon-
ger needs the help of  its mother. The 
RSS feels it has invested too much in 
the BJP to let go of  its grip, and has 
the cub between its teeth. 

A symbiotic relationship  
that soured 

RSS chief  Mohan Bhagwat played 
an active role in Modi’s ascension, first 
as the BJP’s campaign committee chief  
and then as prime ministerial candi-
date in 2013–14. But Modi has never had 
a one-on-one meeting with  
Bhagwat in the last 10 years. The lat-
ter’s request for such a meeting on the 
sidelines of  the Ram Mandir inaugura-
tion in Ayodhya was spurned by Modi. 

The very same symbiotic relation-
ship between the two organisations 
that helped them grow with abandon 
has now become a vexed (and vexing) 
problem to be sorted out between 
them. According to a BJP leader close 
to the top leadership, “It’s a do-or-die 
battle for the two leaders. There is no 
middle ground left.”

The Sangh seems to have had enough of Modi’s BJP and is 
preparing for a regime change with the patience of a chess player. 

But the prodigal son has a few moves left in this endgame
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The 18-year itch
This is not the first time that the RSS has had  

strained relations with the BJP. The two organisa-
tions worked as two poles during Vajpayee’s six 
years as PM. So much so that RSS functionaries 
called Yashwant Sinha a destructionist rather 
than an economist, an ‘anarth mantri’ (calamitous 
minister) instead of ‘arth mantri’ (finance minis-
ter) and Vajpayee the “worst-ever PM of India”. 
They opposed India’s economic liberalisation, pri-
vatisation of PSUs and even overtures to Pakistan. 
The VHP defiantly took out a Ram Shila Pujan 
Yatra in Ayodhya.

But the then RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan was much 
more apolitical and moderate than Mohan Bhagwat. 
He never tried to destabilise the Vajpayee govern-
ment, waiting rather for it to crumble under the 
weight of its own follies. The real churn began after 
the fall of the Vajpayee government in 2004. At a 
meeting in Chitrakoot in 2006, the RSS top brass seri-
ously considered abandoning the BJP as it had gone 
rogue and propping up a new political organisation 
instead which would follow RSS ideals to the T. 

That proposal was shot down because of the time 
it would take. Instead, it was decided to reform the 
BJP and bring it back on the RSS ideological track. It 
took almost seven years to bring the BJP back to 

power. What benefits it has reaped are 
yet to be calculated.

The UP thorn in their side
The leadership issue in Uttar Pradesh 

is another thorny issue. The RSS, after a 
thumping victory in the 2017 UP Assembly 
polls had forced the Modi–Shah duo to 
choose Yogi Adityanath as chief minister 
over Modi’s choice (Manoj Sinha). The 
Sangh needed another Hindutva mascot 
besides Modi. But as Yogi’s popularity 
grew across the country, so did the schism 
between the two organisations. 

The Modi–Shah team has left no stone 
unturned during the past seven years to 
make Yogi’s road as difficult as they 
could. This included encouraging the two 
deputy CMs, Keshav Maurya and Brijesh 
Pathak, to boycott meetings chaired by 
the CM. This was gross indiscipline, yet 
the party abstained from taking action. 

Can the Gujarat model be used in UP?
Yogi has put his foot down. He won’t vacate his 

chair without a fight. The BJP is working on various 
formulae to ease him out without too much damage. 
One of the ways is replicating the ‘Gujarat Model’ 
wherein the entire ministry including the chief min-
ister and party organisation was changed in one go. 
The BJP may replace Yogi, Pathak, Maurya and state 
president Bhupendra Chaudhary with completely 
new and unknown faces as they have already done in 
Rajasthan, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Gujarat 
and Madhya Pradesh. 

One can only keep one’s fingers crossed. And wait 
for Yogi and the RSS’s response to such a decision, if 
and when it’s taken.  

Parivar Wars
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Other military analysts believe that high-end mili-
tancy and terror in the Jammu division began to 
decrease after 2009. Initially, the Pakistan spy agency 
ISI (Inter-Services Intelligence) had hoped to sustain 
militancy in Jammu with the same intensity as they 
had done in the early 1990s. But they met with little 
success due to resistance from locals. 

This time around, the ISI has changed its tactics. 
Jammu-based political commentator and author 
Zafar Choudhary said, “They are using soldiers from 
PoK to fight in the Rajouri and Poonch sectors while 
they are using battle-hardened Punjabis to fight in 
other parts of Jammu. They are trained in jungle war-
fare and are equipped with US-made weapons and 
steel bullets. Their latest communication equipment 
makes it difficult to intercept them.”

Choudhary also pointed out that post 2019, “the gov-
ernment has been using the NIA and state investigating 
agencies to confiscate property and houses and freeze 
bank accounts of suspects. This has further heightened 

the sense of alienation among the local populace”.
Political leader Murtaza A. Khan, a Pahadi, blames 

the central government for the hasty removal of troops 
from the Jammu region: “They allowed terrorists and 
their handlers to expand their area of operation. The 
only way to combat them is for the Centre to send in 
more manpower and resources.” 

Senior retired army officers who warned the cen-
tral government against the dilution of the Counter 
Terrorism (CT) grid have also expressed dismay. Each 
time the CT gets diluted, it ends up affecting both the 
intelligence grid and the integration achieved with 
the local people, as well as sending poor signals to the 
civil administration. It takes time to establish an effec-
tive grid with all these elements working in a syn-
chronised manner.

Relations between the army and the local people 
reached a new low on 21 December 2023, when 
hours after militants had ambushed an army 

vehicle at Dhatyar Morh in Poonch, killing four sol-
diers and injuring three others, villagers were picked 

up for questioning. Three of 
them allegedly died during 
interrogation. All three 
belonged to the Gujjar-
Bakarwal tribes. 

Some of these tribesmen 
have openly expressed their dis-
illusionment with the Centre, 
which benefits the militants. 
The brother of one of the 
deceased is presently working 
as a havildar in the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and he has 
publicly expressed both his grief 
and “sense of betrayal” at losing 
his kin.

By carrying out repeated 
strikes, terrorists and their 
handlers in Pakistan are send-
ing Delhi a strong message: not 
only are they determined to 
derail the peace process in J&K, 
they seem determined to ensure 
the cancellation of upcoming 
assembly elections as well.  

To lose people’s trust 
is to lose the war on terror

Random security checks in Baramulla, J&K, February 2024

Navin Kumar

The compulsion to win in 
Maharashtra is so high that the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) has come forward to run the 
BJP’s campaign in the impending 

assembly election expected to be held in 
October. Rumours to this effect were con-
firmed when representatives of the RSS 
participated in BJP core committee meet-
ings in both Mumbai and Pune, which 
were preceded by clandestine meetings at 
RSS headquarters in Nagpur between RSS 
leaders and deputy chief minister 
Devendra Fadnavis.

A senior BJP leader conceded that the 
RSS appreciates the importance and 
urgency of a BJP government in the state. 
Maharashtra is too large to lose, and with 
Mumbai being the financial capital of the 
country, holding power in the state is 
crucial. In the recently concluded Lok 
Sabha election, although BJP won just 
nine of the 48 seats, the BJP-led Mahayuti 
coalition established a lead in 130 assembly 
constituencies as opposed to the MVA or 
INDIA bloc’s lead in 150 of the 288 
assembly segments. With the halfway 
mark in the state assembly being 145, it 
could be anybody’s election, he pointed 
out. Clearly, the RSS and the BJP would 
pull out all the stops to bridge the gap. 

It seems there is no unanimity yet on 
how to run the campaign. According to 
BJP sources, the RSS believes that 
conditions are not favourable for the party. 
It has apparently advised the BJP against 
contesting the election on Modi’s 
guarantees or the prime minister’s image 
which has taken a beating in Maharashtra. 
It is not clear, however, if the state BJP 
can persuade the party leadership in Delhi 
to accept this. In the midst of such 
speculation, Devendra Fadnavis and his 
wife had a much-photographed meeting 
with the prime minister in New Delhi, 
fuelling speculation that Fadnavis is a 
frontrunner for the post of BJP’s next 
national president. J.P. Nadda’s term 
ended on 30 June and he has since been 
inducted into the union ministry.  

The same sources aver that the RSS 
would also like the ruling coalition to 
dump Ajit Pawar and his NCP, at whose 
door they lay the blame for the Lok Sabha 
debacle in Maharashtra. Having hitherto 
accused him of corruption, the credibility 
of both party and prime minister has been 
dented by inducting Ajit Pawar as deputy 
chief minister and finance minister. The 
Sangh feels that was a big mistake. If the 
coalition cannot dump him after his 

miserable performance in the Lok Sabha 
election, the very least the RSS wants from 
Ajit is public avowal and support of 
Hindutva. The Sangh finds Ajit Pawar’s 
indifference to Hindutva suspicious, and 
believes it makes him likely to jump ship 
at any time. 

The confusion in BJP ranks regarding 
seat-sharing is palpable. Some BJP leaders 
like Chandrakant Patil have been braving 
it out by saying that the party would, if 
necessary, contest the assembly election 
alone and put up candidates in all 288 
constituencies. The same leaders on other 
occasions say that whatever be the seat-
sharing, BJP would contest the election as 
part of the Mahayuti coalition. The Shiv 
Sena (Shinde), a key member of the 
coalition, has indeed emerged stronger 
after the general election, having won 
seven Lok Sabha seats compared to the 
BJP’s nine. It is now flexing its muscles 
and staking its claim to contest in as many 
as 130 of the 288 constituencies. It has also 
gone ahead and appointed its own people 
in the posts of constituency-in-charge.

The RSS also wants the BJP to draw 
lessons from the electoral reverses in the 
Lok Sabha and pay more attention to social 
engineering. It has offered to work in those 
constituencies where the BJP is weak. 

With Marathas, Dalits and Muslims lining 
up against the party, its advice is to 
consolidate its support base among the 
OBCs in the state and get much more vocal 
and proactive in playing the Hindu card. 

Publicity unlocks the coffers

The BJP-Shiv Sena-NCP (Ajit Pawar) 
government is going all out to woo the 
people. The state budget presented last 

month contained a large number of freebies 
and a surfeit of ‘revdis’. A slew of direct 
cash transfer schemes to women were 
announced in the hope of replicating 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s electoral success 
in Madhya Pradesh last year. Even the 
name (‘Laadli Behna scheme’) was retained. 
Doubts were immediately voiced about the 
ability of the state government to sustain 
these cash transfers over a long period. The 
Maharashtra government’s public debt is 
Rs 7.11 lakh crore, on which it has to pay an 
annual interest of Rs 48,578 crore.

It was pointed out that the 
infrastructure in the state is in shambles. 
Roads are riddled with more potholes than 
ever, and there seems to be no money to 
repair them. Students in government 
schools are yet to get the books and 
uniforms they were promised. Can the 

state government really sustain the 
schemes, or are they simply desperate 
electoral jumlas designed to win the 
assembly election? Finance Minister Ajit 
Pawar was quick to allay such doubts, 
claiming that funds were indeed available 
and that provisions had been made in the 
budget. He reassured doubters that money 
would start flowing from August onwards.

A government notification bears him 
out. The state government has allotted as 
much as Rs 270 crore to publicise the 
populist schemes. The catch is that this 
amount will be spent in the next two 
months before the election. Outdoor 
advertisers, media, consultants and 
agencies are looking forward to the Diwali 
bonanza coming their way—provided of 
course that the bills are paid in time.

Mystery of the Laapata 
Ladies

Even as the state government is tripping 
over itself in an attempt to help Laadli 
Behnas (darling sisters) with monthly 

cash doles, a PIL (public interest litigation) 
filed before the Bombay High Court has 
caused considerable embarrassment. 
Ex-serviceman from Sangli and state 
government employee Shahji Jagtap has 
appealed for the investigation into the 
disappearance of over one lakh women in 
Maharashtra since 2019 (35,990 in 2019, 
30,089 in 2020 and 34,763 in 2021). Jagtap’s 
own daughter, a college student, went 
missing in 2021. He filed a complaint at 
Sanjay Nagar police station, with no luck. 
Three years later, he managed to reach the 
court with the help of lawyer Manjari 
Parsanis. Jagtap says the police insisted 
his daughter must have eloped. 

Ambadas Danve, leader of the 
opposition in the Legislative Council, had 
claimed in a letter to the home minister 
and deputy chief minister Devendra 
Fadnavis that 70 women and teenage girls 
were being reported missing every day. The 
state women’s commission had taken up 
the issue two years ago, believing these 
women to be victims of human trafficking. 
The minister for women and child 
development Mangal Prasad Lodha had 
admitted to 500 disappearances and 
announced the formation of special squads 
to help trace them. With 1.91 lakh women 
and minors reported missing in 
Maharashtra (as per the National Crime 
Records Bureau), the state machinery has 
not only failed distraught parents like 
Jagtap, it has let down its darling 
daughters, sisters and mothers, big time. 

S T A T E S  3 6 0 °         M A H A R A S H T R A

RSS now in the playing-XI 

MUMBAI

The RSS has reportedly 
advised the BJP against 
contesting the election on 
Modi’s guarantees or his 
image, which has taken a 
beating in Maharashtra

An RSS march snakes through the streets of Pune, Maharashtra

Yogi has put his foot down. 
He won’t vacate his chair 
without a fight. The BJP is 
working on various 
formulae to ease him out 
without too much damage
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Prabhat Patnaik  

India is facing massive unemployment 
that especially afflicts its youth. There is 
a huge and persistent inflation in food 
prices; there is acute and unprecedented 
rural distress; there is a crisis in the petty 

production sector; and income and wealth 
inequality has reached such levels the whole 
world is talking about it. 

One would have thought that a budget 
presented in the midst of all this would have 
shown some urgency and boldness. But no, 
not the 2024–25 budget presented by the 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment to Parliament on 23 July. Neither in 
overall State spending (that stimulates aggre-
gate demand and hence employment), nor 
expenditure on specific employment genera-
tion schemes, welfare programmes, educa-
tion or healthcare is there any increase in 
allocation relative to GDP (gross domestic 
product). On the contrary, there is generally 
a reduction. This cannot be blamed on a lack 
of fiscal resources, as fiscal effort has been 
totally absent.

The strategy underlying this budget is 
exactly the same as in previous years—to 
make no effort at mobilising additional fiscal 
resources; to use the growth in non-tax reve-
nue (a large part of which consists of the 
profits of the Reserve Bank of India) to 
increase, to an extent, capital expenditure, 
including on infrastructure. If welfare expen-
diture goes up under some heads, then cur-
tail it under other heads, and provide budget-
ary transfers to big capital for providing 
answers to pressing problems.

Let me establish these propositions  
seriatim. Total central government spend-
ing, including transfers to states, is slated to 
increase by 7.35 per cent between 2023–24 
(Revised Estimates) and 2024–25 (Budget 
Estimates). This means a decline in the share 
of central government expenditure in GDP, 
which is the exact opposite of what is needed 
to stimulate employment.

This perversity is not because of any fis-
cal tightness. In fact, the ratio of tax receipts 
to GDP, primarily at the discretion of the 
central government, was 11.5 per cent in 
2021–22 and 11.7 per cent in 2023–24; it is now 
slated to be 11.8 per cent in 2024–25. This 
shows a complete absence of fiscal effort on 
the part of the government, just a projection 
of past experience. It is gross non-tax revenue 
that is supposed to go up by 36 per cent 
between 2023–24 and 2024–25, of which the 
largest item ‘dividends and profits’ is budget-
ed to increase by 70 per cent.

On the expenditure side, while the central 
government’s total expenditure is supposed 
to increase by only 7.35 per cent, its capital 
expenditure, excluding what it transfers to 
states for capital projects, is to increase by 17 
per cent, which continues a trend observed 
in the past few years. This may appear to be 
a positive development, but much of this 
investment is in projects that scarcely affect 

An amazing display of perversity
What stands out about this Union budget is its utter indifference to the biggest problems facing the people of the country

the lives of the working people. What is more, 
their multiplier effects leak out abroad to 
such a large extent they scarcely generate 
much employment domestically. Instead, the 
squeeze on other items of expenditure that 
could have larger multiplier effects domesti-
cally ensures, on the whole, a negative 
impact on employment.

While finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman referred to the unem-
ployment problem in her budget 

speech, her solution shows a complete lack of 
understanding. She announced three 
schemes for employment, involving trans-
fers to employees and employers, for incen-
tivising the creation of new employment. 
These schemes are for the formal sector; the 
benefit is likely to leak out wholly to employ-
ers who would cut back on salary payments 
to offset transfers made to employees. She 
also announced a programme for skilling, 
which she claimed would help employment.

The theoretical presumption behind the 
transfer scheme is that lower wages paid will 
lead to larger numbers employed. This is a 
pet theme of bourgeois economics, but there 
is absolutely no reason to believe it. 
Employers will simply pocket the transfers, 
and employment will remain the same.

The skilling scheme likewise is an off-
shoot of bourgeois economics, according to 
which unemployment is merely the result of 
a skill mismatch, i.e., there are always 

enough jobs, the only problem is that the skill 
requirements of the jobs available are differ-
ent from the skills the unemployed possess.

The basic assumptions of both schemes 
are wrong, based as they are on Say’s Law—
‘supply creates its own demand’, i.e., there is 
never a deficiency of demand. Karl Marx had 
attacked this theory, as did John Maynard 
Keynes 75 years later. So influential was this 
position prior to Keynes that US president 
Herbert Hoover had tried to cut wages to 
raise employment in the midst of the Great 
Depression, naturally to no avail. 

The Narendra Modi government’s intel-
lectual stock does not extend beyond these 
discredited ideas of nearly a century ago; it 
has effectively done nothing to alleviate 
unemployment.

The futility of making transfers to capital-
ists for stimulating the economy comes 
through on rare occasions in official pro-
nouncements, such as in the Economic 
Survey. But the question why capitalists do 
not make investments despite such transfers 
is never asked. It is taken to be a moral failure 
on their part, even though there is an obvious 
economic reason for it. Capitalists do not 
invest more just because they have larger 
profits; they invest more only when they 
expect the market to expand. If the market is 
expected to remain stagnant, any addition to 
capacity will simply mean this newly added 
capacity remains unutilised, which will mean 
earning zero profit on the investment that 

went into creating it.
Capitalists, in such a situation, would 

much rather use their profits to buy real 
estate or financial assets on which they can 
hope to earn significant capital gains in addi-
tion to whatever rate of return these assets 
normally yield. The entire economic think-
ing of the Modi government, therefore, is 
wrong, based on vacuous propositions broad-
cast by the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank.

The government’s intent is clearest in its 
allocation for the MGNREGS (the rural job 
guarantee scheme), which has been kept at 
Rs 86,000 crore, the same as was spent in 
2023–24, which means a reduction in real 
terms. It will, of course, be claimed that this 
amount will be raised if there is a larger 
demand. But demand itself goes down if 
wages are not paid on time, which is what 
happens when the allocation is low. Besides, 
many were deliberately excluded from the 
MGNREGS last year, for instance in West 
Bengal, so that last year’s expenditure had 
fallen short of demand. This is sought to be 
repeated in 2024–25, which is unpardonable.

The same is true of the allocation for the 
National Social Assistance Programme 
(NSAP) that covers pensions and disability 
benefits. The amount given is ludicrously low 
to start with; but the allocation for 2024–25 is 
the same as was spent in 2023–24, which again 
means a cut in real terms, and hence in the 
real transfer to each beneficiary.

Compared with the budget estimates (BE) 
for 2023–24, the BE for 2024–25 for education 
shows a 7.8 per cent increase and for health, 
virtually none, which means a fall relative to 
GDP in both sectors. But last year’s actual 
expenditure in these sectors fell below the 
BE. This itself is serious, but to use that as an 
excuse for cuts in the current budget is again 
unpardonable.

Food subsidy is budgeted to fall from  
Rs 2.12 lakh crore in 2023–24 (RE) to Rs 2.05 
lakh crore in 2024–25 (BE). In effect this 
means that a part of the food subsidy has been 
shifted on to the shoulders of the kisans, 
whose support prices have been kept inordi-
nately low. Far from acceding to their demand 
for the enactment of a law on minimum sup-
port prices (MSP), the NDA government is 
actually squeezing our farmers in order to 
economise on food subsidy. Such niggardli-
ness also means that while Bihar and Andhra 
Pradesh may benefit from large transfers, 
other states will be unfairly pressed to accom-
modate them.

What stands out about this budget is its 
utter indifference to the immense problems 
facing the people of the country. It used to be 
said of the Bourbon kings of France (who 
were overthrown in the 1789 revolution) that 
“they learn nothing and they forget nothing”. 
This is also true of the NDA government. The 
budget it has presented is an amazing display 
of ignorance and obduracy.  

This article first appeared on newsclick.in

BJP voters assume that 
there is some grand 
strategy—or at least 
some basic philosophy—
behind ‘Modinomics’. 
Alas, this is not so

Aakar Patel

Supporters of the prime minister 
have been vocal about their disap-
pointment with the budget—espe-
cially aspects which relate to the 
middle class, which are in this case 

taxation and the sale of property. 
It is unusual to see this set complain about 

Narendra Modi or his cabinet of ministers; 
they are usually steadfast in backing him, no 
matter what. Issues such as Manipur or 
Ladakh can be raised by opponents or dis-
senters, but they do not seem to greatly upset 
the ‘bhakts’, who tend to accept every eccen-
tric move made by the government. The line 
Modiji ne kiya hai toh soch samajh kar hi kiya 
hoga (If Modi has done it, he must have done 
it thoughtfully) is a popular meme on the 
internet for a reason. And the reason for 
these staunch devotees to be upset is a matter 
of interest to us. 

But the first question is: Do they actually 
have a reason to be upset? 

I am not talking about the budget itself, 
but about the people’s expectations from it. If 
one supports a party thinking it stands for 
something, and then it goes and does some-
thing different, one has reason to be upset. 
So, what do people who support and vote for 
the BJP think it stands for, when it comes to 
the economy?

Let us go back to the party’s manifestos 
across the decades. Starting from its forma-
tion in 1951, there is nothing in the manifestos 
of the Jana Sangh that shows a discernible 
economic ideology, far less a consistent one. 
There are not even any ideas about how 
Hindutva would influence the State. The man-

ifestos are nothing more than a collection of 
rambling and inchoate pronouncements. 

There is no particular economic thrust, 
even at the most basic level, that the Jana 
Sangh favoured. The party manifestos say it 
will develop an economic system that will not 
undo state enterprises (meaning, public  
sector units) but will give private enterprises 
their proper place. It should be noted  
alongside that the party’s constitution (arti-
cle 2, to be precise) says that the BJP swears 
by socialism.

Historically, ‘swadeshi’ meant giving 
subsidies to local industries as well as tariff 
protection for Indian producers. This is not 
the ‘open market’, ‘free economy’ style of 
governance that Modi supporters assume 
he stands for. The manifestos in fact say 
that the import of consumer goods and lux-
ury goods will be discouraged. Labour 
rights, including strikes and lock-outs, are 
also to be discouraged.

In 1957, the party announced that it would 
introduce ‘revolutionary changes’ to the eco-
nomic order, which ‘will be in keeping with 

Bharatiya values of life’. However, these 
were not elaborated upon. Nor was this 
theme of ‘revolutionary change’ picked up in 
any future manifesto.

In 1967, the party said it backed the idea 
of a planned economy, but that it would 
tweak the plan and ‘adopt the system of 
microeconomic planning region-wise and 
project-wise’. It sought State intervention, 
but not everywhere. It encouraged private 
investment, but definitely not in the defence 
sector. The party said that ‘laissez-faire 

which was the ideal gap, and all Indians 
would only be allowed to have incomes inside 
this range. Additional income earned by 
individuals over this limit would be pro-
cured by the State for development needs 
‘through contribution, taxation, compulsory 
loans and investment’.

The party would also limit the size of resi-
dential houses in cities, it said, and not allow 
plots of more than 1,000 square yards. 
Contrast this with the slogan of ‘minimum 
government, maximum governance’ of the 
first Modi era. There is no consistency, no 
reason given for why the party has shifted 
from one position to another.

Early on, the Jana Sangh stood for mecha-
nisation of agriculture; but then almost 
immediately opposed it in 1954 (because 

the use of tractors would mean bullocks would 
get slaughtered). It wanted the industry to 
calibrate its use of automation not based on 
efficiency, but on how many individuals it 
could hire instead. It did not explain why a 
business owner should or would want to 
increase costs rather than reduce them. 

In 1971, it said it wanted no automation in 
any industry—except defence and aerospace. 
I was reminded of this when I saw a headline 
this week for an interview with the finance 
secretary: ‘There’s a nudge for industry to 
opt for less automation, use more labour’. 
This is what we were told we were moving 
away from after 1991! Yet, if we look at the 
BJP/ Jana Sangh’s manifestos, the volte face 
is unsurprising.

Through the 1950s, the 1960s, the 1970s and 
the 1980s, the party was merely responding to 
the Congress manifestos of the time, and had 
nothing really original to offer. Nor did it 
think it needed to offer such a thing: with a 
national vote share that till 1989 was in the 
single digits, the BJP knew it would not be in 
power, would not need to implement any 
policy and, therefore, was free to say whatev-
er came to its collective mind. And so it did.

Now that it has firmly been established  
as the dominant force in Indian politics,  
however, people take it more ‘seriously’. Its 
voters assume that there is some grand strate-
gy—or at least, some basic philosophy—
behind ‘Modinomics’, and that this would 
show in the budget. Alas, this is not so. And if, 
as a supporter and voter, you assumed that 
there was, it is hardly the fault of the leader.  

Modinomics is 
no mystery

The Modi government’s 
intellectual stock does not 
extend beyond discredited 
economic ideas of nearly a 
century ago; it has 
effectively done nothing to 
alleviate unemployment

belonged only to the Krita Yuga’ (also called 
Satya Yuga, the first ideal era when the gods 
themselves governed the earth). Thus, it 
held, the State must accept responsibility of 
ownership and management in certain 
spheres of the economy. 

In 1954 and again in 1971, the Jana Sangh 
resolved to limit the maximum income of 
Indian citizens to Rs 2,000 per month and the 
minimum to Rs 100, maintaining a 20:1 ratio. 
The party added that it would continue work-
ing on reducing this gap till it reached 10:1, 

Disappointed middle-class supporters simply missed 
the writing on the wall (or rather, in the manifestos)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the media at Parliament House, New Delhi
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Rising unemployment draws hundreds of protesters out on the streets of New Delhi, December 2023

Ph
ot

o:
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es
Ph

ot
o:

 G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es



THINK FREE4 www.nationalheraldindia.com

4 AUGUST 2024

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

M
r. Amitabh Kant, the over- 
burdened sherpa, has been in the 
Hall of Fame for some time now, 
with comments like “India has too 

much democracy” and the G20 conference 
stewarded by India last year had issued “the 
strongest statement ever issued by the G20”, 
never mind that democracy is in the ICU here 
and no one remembers what that G20 was all 
about, except perhaps to act as a stepping 
stone to our 2024 elections. 

Ms. Smita Sabharwal, considered by some 
YouTube channels to be the ‘most beautiful IAS 
officer’ in India, on the other hand, while not 
having uttered anything of equal import so far, 
has now decided to let the people know that she 
has brains as well as beauty, and should there-
fore be placed a notch above Mr. Kant (on the 
brains scale, of course, not the beauty one). 
Both belong to my erstwhile service, sadly.

My reference is to the recent public state-
ments made by the two, post the shocking reve-
lations about the misuse of reserved quotas in 
the IAS by one Puja Khedkar under the aegis of 
a somnolent UPSC and the Department of 
Personnel and Training (DoPT). Mr. Kant has 
let it be known to the hoi polloi that he supports 
the SC/ST and OBC quotas, but not the one for 
the physically handicapped which should be 
“reviewed”. He has not bothered to explain 
what he means by that laconic word, but pre-
sumably he wants it discontinued. For good 
measure, he has also voiced his opposition to 
the transgender quota. 

Ms. Sabharwal is more explicit: she wants 
the handicapped quota abolished as disabled 
persons cannot do rigorous fieldwork and put 
in the long hours required in the civil services. 
She is, of course, wrong on both counts: the 
average IAS officer, after the first 4–5 years of 
field postings spends the rest of his/ her life in 
office jobs, as Ms. Sabharwal herself is doing 
currently. As for long hours, my paraplegic son 
puts in longer hours at his office table six days 
a week than I ever did. 

The lady then delivers her coup de grâce to 
the disabled by pointing out that there are no 
disabled pilots flying planes or surgeons per-
forming operations for a very good reason! She 
is wrong again, and would be well advised to 
read an article by Satendra Singh of the 
University College of Medical Sciences, Delhi, 
listing the contributions of some eminent dis-
abled professionals, administrators and aca-
demics. This piece—titled ‘People with disabil-
ities need bureaucrats who are allies, and not 
adversaries’, first published in The Long Cable 
on 26 July 2014—convincingly demonstrates 
that disabled persons, if given a fair and equal 
opportunity, can do as well, if not better, than 
the able-bodied in most fields. 

The short point is that, with their crass com-
ments, both these IAS officers have exposed not 
only their insensitive and callous nature but 
also their ignorance and regressive tendencies. 
Equality and equal opportunities for the dis-
abled are enshrined in the social and legal 
framework of all countries today, as is the goal 
of any inclusive society. 

India is a signatory to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, 2006. Part III of our Constitution 
provides for equality and dignity for the dis-
abled; the Directive Principles of State Policy 
and Article 41 enjoin the state to make effective 
provisions for securing the right to work for 
the disabled, among other vulnerable sections 
of society; the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016, makes specific the obliga-
tions of the government, society, employers etc. 

The world is moving/ has moved towards 
integrating the disabled in mainstream society 
but these two bureaucrat-dinosaurs have not 
progressed beyond their heartless, able-bodied 
arrogance and anaesthetised conscience. 

One would have understood, indeed 
applauded, if they had come out strongly 
against the misuse of all these quotas, as irre-
futably demonstrated by the Puja Khedkar 
case, instead of attacking the disability quota. 
One would have been delighted if they had 
raised the following questions:

1. How and why did the DoPT issue Ms. 
Khedkar’s appointment letter when it had been 
opposed by the UPSC and her case had been 
dismissed even by CAT?

2. How was she allowed to do forum shop-
ping for four different disabilities (locomotor, 
visual, hearing, mental) from three different 
hospitals, at different times, in order to aggre-
gate her disability to meet the 40 per cent 

requirement of the UPSC?
3. How did the UPSC/ DoPT fail to notice 

that with each attempt at certification she kept 
adding additional disabilities in order to reach 
the 40 per cent threshold? This itself should 
have raised red flags.

4. Why was she even considered for appoint-
ment when she had refused to appear before 
the AIIMS board not once but six times?

5. Why has the chairman of the UPSC been 
allowed to resign precisely at a time when he is 
required to answer questions about his organi-
sation’s dubious role in this scandal?

6. Why are the DoPT and UPSC not taking 
any action to plug the many loopholes in the 
OBC and disability quota system, even though 
it is common knowledge that people with con-
nections have been gaming the system all these 
years? Why are they not tightening the rules/ 
processes to prevent the adoption of strategies 
to get around the ‘creamy layer’ provisions, 
such as paper adoptions, gifting of assets, pre-
mature retirement etc.? 

7. What is the rationale behind not counting 
the candidates’ own income (and only that of 
the parents’) to determine economic status vis-
a-vis the creamy layer requirements? 

Enough anecdotal evidence is available on 
social media to convince one that the 
Khedkar case is only the tip of the ice-

berg. This cynical gaming of the system 
adversely effects the calibre of the civil ser-
vices in two ways—it allows the induction of 
substandard people into the services, and it 
does great harm to the genuinely disabled/ 
economically disadvantaged sections by 
depriving them of their right to these jobs. 

What Ms. Khedkar has done could not be 
possible without collusion at various levels and 
friends in high places. It is quite clear now that 
some kind of a cover-up has been set in motion. 
Ms. Khedkar’s services shall be terminated but 
the various cases filed against her shall be 
allowed to peter out into the arid sands of time 
and forgotten. The UPSC chairman has already 
been allowed to don monkhood and will no 
doubt take a vow of silence. A few minor 
bureaucrats and doctors shall be shuffled 
around and normal business shall resume.

I wish the Kant–Sabharwal duo, who appear 
to be so worked up about reservations and quo-
tas, had applied their immense acumen to these 
issues instead of favouring us with their biases 
and lack of emotional and empathetic intelli-
gence. They should be questioning why the 
bathwater is so dirty instead of wanting to 
throw the baby out.   

AVAY SHUKLA is an author and a retired IAS officer. 
Views are personal

What ails our railways

If you’re old enough to still look at the morning newspapers, chances are 
you’ll find news of another train derailment on the front pages every other 
day. If ‘online’ is your default mode of news discovery, the grimness of this 

periodic drip of bad news will only hit harder. You’ll not only find graphic 
images of mangled coaches, and sundry memes and e-chatter, but also 
have to process the provocation of watching our railway minister finessing 
the Instagram ‘reel’ of his speedy arrival at the next accident site.

In the past five years, the glory days of Modi 2.0, there have been 45 
major railway accidents. Seven collisions and/or derailments have been 
reported in just the month of July 2024. Is anyone accountable for this? 
Rather than focus on demanding some answers from people in 
government, the media cheerleaders of this government, not to forget the 
PIB (Press Information Bureau), are busy massaging the data of railway 
accidents in the time of governments past.

Sure, there have been accidents in the time of past governments, and 
perhaps some lame excuses proffered too by those in power then, but it 
was this government that made the re-ordering of its priorities so plain. For 
a start, it did away with the Railway Budget in 2017, merging it into the 
Union Budget, arguing that the railway budget was a relic of the past (yes, it 
was introduced in 1924) that had outlived its relevance.

In 2015, a NITI Aayog panel headed by Bibek Debroy submitted its report 
to reform the Railways. The rationale for doing away with the railway budget 
had some features that sound almost reasonable. It would rescue the 
financial health of the Railways and align it with global practices of 
integrated budgeting for transportation. It recommended an independent 
regulator; a focus on core services; and offered a diagnosis for why private 
participation hadn’t taken off in the Railways. A key reason for this, the 
panel had argued in its report, was that the realms of policymaking, 
regulation and operations were all vested in the same organisation, namely 
the then ministry of railways. It recommended that these roles must be 
separated to sustain largescale private participation. Even while making this 
argument, the panel clarified that its recommendations did not advocate 
‘privatisation’ of the Railways but were a path to greater ‘private 
participation’ with an independent regulator in place.

Alok K. Verma, a former Chief Engineer in the Indian Railway Service of 
Engineers (IRSE), has been among the most vocal critics of the decision to 
do away with the railway budget, arguing that a separate railway budget 
made for detailed discussions and scrutiny of railway projects and finances. 
The merger, he believes, has led to less accountability and fewer targeted 
investments in critical railway infrastructure and safety upgrades.​

Verma is on point. The Debroy panel recommendations may not be 
without merit, but with the Union budget subsuming the railway budget, a 
scrutiny of the government’s priorities—including its spending priorities—
when it comes to the Railways has become harder. Rather than make 
investments in additional track kilometres to decongest the railway system, 
on track maintenance and fail-safe signalling, the Modi government’s focus 
has been on vanity projects—like the Bullet Train between Ahmedabad and 
Mumbai, the new Vande Bharat trains, the redevelopment of railway stations 
(553 stations in 27 states and UTs at an outlay of Rs 25,000 crore)—that will 
give Mr Modi bragging points. Modernisation is a legitimate ambition, but 
should it take precedence over budgeting for safety?

In its latest report, the CAG (Comptroller and Auditor General of India) has 
red-flagged the decline in maintenance, inspection and supervision besides 
delays in replacing rolling stock. The report expresses concern over the 
growing tendency in the Railways to spend on non-priority works.

There are reportedly over 300,000 vacancies in the Railways, a large chunk 
of these in jobs with a direct bearing on maintaining safety, but the Railways 
have been reluctant to fill up these vacancies. What does this mean for 
safety? Or when routes are congested beyond their carrying capacity? It 
means overworked personnel and rush jobs on track maintenance because 
there is no slack in the deployment of infrastructure.

The ideal capacity utilisation of tracks is around 70 per cent, but on about 
10,000 km of trunk routes in India, the utilisation is 125 per cent of capacity. 
Our railways need more tracks. The most visible effect of acute congestion is 
that trains slow down, leading to delays. But delays also mean there’s no 
slack in the schedule, and there is far less time than ideal for maintenance 
work. Add to this fewer than ideal personnel, and what you have is a bunch 
of overworked train drivers, guards, stationmasters, trackmen, maintenance 
staff and officers who are always in fire-fighting mode. You can imagine 
what that means for punctilious upkeep.

H E R A L D  V I E W The unholy row over disability quotas

Insensitive authorities

The death of three civil service 
aspirants at a Delhi coaching 

institute is the result of complete 
administrative callousness. The civic 
authorities failed to ensure the desilting 
of drains that led to waterlogging in the 
area. Apparently, they did not act 
despite multiple complaints by the 
locals. At the same time, the police and 
MCD turned a blind eye to the lower 
basement being used as a library, not to 
mention the illegal constructions 
dotting the area. As per media reports, 
the owner of the coaching centre 
admitted that the basement of the 
institute did not have any drainage 
facilities and had only one entry and 
exit point. On paper, this basement was 
a storage area. In reality, it was being 
used as a library with 250-odd seats. 
Didn’t the local authorities know this? 
But we seem to have become insensitive 
to the extent where nothing affects us, 
not even the loss of human life.

Shariq Khan, Delhi

Delhi Lt Governor should resign

The tragic death of three students at a 
coaching centre in Delhi’s Old 

Rajinder Nagar calls for tough action 
against all those involved—from the 
owner of the centre to the owner of the 
building and the local officials who 
turned a blind eye to the illegality of 
housing a big library in the basement. 
Above all, it calls for the accountability 
of higher authorities like the chief 
secretary, the MCD commissioner, the 

DDA vice-chairman and the Delhi 
police. Who controls them? The central 
government through the Lieutenant 
Governor. It is he, therefore, who 
should take moral responsibility and 
resign. He must also explain why 
officials under him allowed such 
illegality right under their noses.

Ravi Mishra, Delhi

100 per cent publicity and zero per 
cent governance 

In yet another fatal railway incident, 
two persons were killed and 20 others 

injured after 18 coaches of the Howrah–
Mumbai Mail derailed at Barabamboo 
in Jharkhand on 30 July. A day earlier, 
on 29 July, two bogies of the Bihar 
Sampark Kranti Express detached from 
the rest of the train in Samastipur, 
Bihar. Luckily, no mishap occurred. 
Both these come close on the heels of 
the Chandigarh–Dibrugarh Express 
accident in Uttar Pradesh’s Gonda on 18 
July in which at least four people were 
killed and several others injured. The 
prime minister is busy flagging off new 
trains, particularly the expensive 
Vande Bharat trains, but he hasn’t 
spared a thought for basic safety. The 
railways have, over the last 10 years, 
massively cut off the widely affordable 
sleeper coaches and increased the 
number of pricey airconditioned 
coaches. This has made railway travel 
much costlier. The Modi government is 
about 100 per cent publicity and zero 
per cent governance. 

Anurag Dey, Kolkata 

Avay Shukla

D
emocratic politics and 
electioneering encourage, to some 
extent, what is known as boss-
politics. Leadership is necessary 

but the leadership should not encourage too 
much bossing. Real leadership that counts in 
an election or in a big organisation is the 
lower-level leadership. Where there is a big 
boss at the top, this lower-level leadership 
does not develop. Only those who pay court 
to the big boss can flourish. The result is a 
weakening of the organisation. So long as 
there is no effective opposition, it can carry 
on. But as soon as this opposition appears, it 
tends to crumble. 

It is this lower-level leadership that has 
been singularly lacking in the Congress. 
This has not only resulted in the weakening 
of the Congress but has driven away effective 
and worthy people to other organisations. 
We have, therefore, to develop this 
leadership at the lower levels, which is in 
constant touch with the individual voter. 

I think it is fortunate for the Congress, 
having regard to all the circumstances, to 
have succeeded in the elections to the extent 
that it has done. It might well have fared 
much worse. We have now the chance to 
learn from experience and make ourselves 
active and vital again. Naturally, vitality can 
only come with a worthwhile programme 
and hard work to attain it. It cannot merely 
come by thinking of elections alone. 

Whatever its other activities, the 
Congress must function as a definite political 
party with a definite programme. It cannot 
continue to be, as Dr Ambedkar once called 
it, a dharamshala for all and sundry. 

During the last five years, all kinds of 
inner changes were taking place under the 
surface of Indian politics. Most Congressmen 
were almost unaware of them… The 
elections have suddenly brought out these 
forces to the surface. As a result, new parties 
and groups have emerged, and some existing 
parties have more or less collapsed… 

The various parties might be divided up 
into a number of groups: 1) those professing 
advanced economic programmes like the 
socialists, communists and other so-called 
Leftists; 2) the communal parties, whether 
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim or other (which 

includes caste groupings); 3) the social 
reactionary parties like the jagirdars, 
zamindars, etc. 

There are other odd groups like the 
KMPP (Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party) which 
do not fit into any picture. They are just 
dissidents angry with the world and 
especially with the Congress. Where they 
have won, they have done so because of 
personal reasons. As a party they do not 
count and will fade away. 

The socialists have also proved completely 
ineffectual. They have also received a hard 
knock in the elections. Probably part of their 
membership will drift to other parties. 

The purely communal parties like the 
Hindu Mahasabha, the Jana Sangh, the Ram 
Rajya Parishad, the Akali Dal and the like 
have also suffered considerably. Where they 
have succeeded, they have done so by an 
alliance with the jagirdars, etc., or for some 
personal reasons. These parties are not 

likely to grow in strength but they will 
flourish in a limited way. Another aspect of 
communalism, i.e. the caste complex is, 
however, dangerous and will no doubt 
continue to affect elections and our politics. 

We then come to what are called the 
Democratic Leftist fronts which are 
generally under the leadership of the 
communists. It is these groups that have 
emerged from the elections and have 
established themselves… 

The major parties, therefore, that 
emerged from these elections are the 
Congress and these Leftist fronts. This is so 
chiefly in the South. In the North, 
communists and Leftists have not succeeded 
to any extent. But it must be remembered 

that Parliament is likely to have a fairly 
strong and well-knit communist or pro-
communist group. The growth of these 
Leftist fronts indicates certain powerful 
trends in the country. It does indicate that 
there is a strong demand for economic 
change and progress and no party that 
ignores this can have much of a future. 

The conclusion to be drawn from this 
analysis is that the Congress has still a 
very important historical role to fulfil, 

which no other group or party can take up. 
Every other group, even if given a long rope, 
is likely to lead to the growth of disruption 
and disintegration in India. The Congress 
can check this provided it has the energy, 
vitality and good sense. I have little doubt 
that the Congress can meet the challenge 
that has been thrown to it, but it will have to 
work hard and get out of the rut it has got 
into. This means an effective policy, a 
programme of work, and a well-knit 
organisation with its roots in the people… 

The first part of this policy to which effect 
has to be given with speed is that relating to 
land and the abolition of jagirdari, zamindari 
etc. There is no real opposition to this 
anywhere except for the law’s delay. 
Opposition will no doubt come in Rajasthan 
from jagirdar elements. But that will not 
weaken the Congress. On the contrary, it 
will strengthen it if it works properly… The 
Five Year Plan is being tightened up and I 
hope improved. We have to take this up in 
right earnest. We must remember that the 
Leftist groups will be continually bringing 
forward proposals of far-reaching economic 
change. We cannot meet them just 
negatively. We must have a positive answer. 

For the Congress, the most important 
thing is our organisational set up. Our 
district might well be the parliamentary 
constituency. Our lower committee should 
be the assembly constituency. Lower than 
that there should be a small group of villages 
not exceeding, as a rule, 30 in number. That 
should be our primary committee.  

Selected and edited by MRIDULA MUKHERJEE, 
former professor of history at JNU and former director 

of Nehru Memorial Museum & Library

There is a strong demand for 
economic change 

N E H R U ’ S  W O R D

This is the second and concluding part of Jawaharlal Nehru’s preliminary assessment of the first general elections that he sent to the Congress 
Working Committee on 31 January 1952. Here he analyses the relative success and failure of different political parties, such as the outright 
rejection of communal parties, the poor showing of the socialists and the considerable success of the Left fronts, especially in South India.

Leadership is necessary, 
but the leadership 

should not encourage 
too much bossing

The Puja Khedkar case is not merely about the misuse of the disability quota, it’s about a deeper malaise
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After a year of severe 
drought, the Congress 
government in Karnataka 

has reintroduced its flagship 
programme, the Krishi Bhagya, 
which aims to store rainwater in 
farm ponds for crops during the 
summer.  

The government has decided to 
not only provide more funds than 
what has been allocated in the 
Budget but is also set to expand the 
scheme’s scope by removing 
restrictions on taking it to the 
tail-end portions of the irrigation 
command areas. 

 Emphasising on the importance 
of the Krishi Bhagya scheme in 
turning dry-land farming into a 
sustainable activity through the 
natural method of stored rainwater, 
the agriculture department was 
gearing up to ensure that 30,000 to 
40,000 farm ponds were built this 
year. 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
during his budget had earmarked Rs 
200 crore for the project that 
includes a contribution of Rs 100 
crore from the Revenue Department. 
The department has realized that 
there was a dire need to expand the 
scope of the scheme and  
implement it even in the tail-end 
portions of the command areas, as 
these were hardly getting adequate 
quantum of irrigation water  
from canals.

In all 31 districts
 The scheme was generally being 
implemented in four dry climatic 
zones, comprising 106 taluks spread 
over 24 districts. However, it will be 
expanded to all 236 taluks of 31 
districts this time. 

The Krishi Bhagya scheme was 
launched by the Congress 
government in 2014-15, by the 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah  in his 
previous term  to ensure sustainable 

farming in a State like Karnataka 
which stands next only to Rajasthan 
in terms of the extent of 
drought-prone land. 

However, this scheme was 
discontinued by BJP dispensation 
discontinued the scheme since 
2021-22. 

Soon after Congress came to 
power in 2023-24 this scheme was 
re-introduced. A total of 2,89,827 
farm ponds were built under the first 
phase of the scheme which was 
implemented from 2014-15 to 
2020-21. These ponds have the total 
capacity to store 1,472.31 lakh 
cubic metres of water. 

What is the scheme
 The scheme comprises the 
components of building farm ponds, 
providing polythene lining to them 
to ensure that the water does not 
percolate, erecting a fence around 
the pond, installing a pump for 
lifting the water, and adopting drip/
sprinkler irrigation methods to 
effectively supply water. Under the 
scheme the government provides 
subsidy for all the components. 

About 64% of Karnataka’s 
cultivable area is rain-fed. Despite 

the dependence on rain, the State’s 
rain-fed areas contribute to 55% of 

food production and 75% of oil seed 
production.

to improve farm productivity

Karnataka aims to develop 
30000 to 40000 farm ponds 

Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah 
during his budget 
had earmarked Rs 
200 crore for the 
project that includes 
a contribution 
of Rs 100 crore 
from the Revenue 
Department. The 
department has 
realized that there 
was a dire need to 
expand the scope 
of the scheme and 
implement it even in 
the tail-end portions 
of the command 
areas, as these 
were hardly getting 
adequate quantum 
of irrigation water 
from canals.

nThe government is ambitious in 
revolutionizing Karnataka‟s agricultural 
sector. The implementation of the scheme 
primarily focuses on securing the farmer‟s 
income by taking up on-farm rainwater 
conservation practices.

nFarmers can increase their productivity 
using stored rainwater in farm ponds.

nIt also encourages the farmers to adopt 
modern technologies at a subsidized price 
to farmers for efficient use of water.

nEventually the government helps to possess 
good agricultural practices like Integrated 
farming system, mixed cropping, 
intercropping with short duration crops, 
which are provided to improve the farmers 
income and ensure a better standard of 
living.

Eligibility and selection 

of farmers
nAccording to the Department of Agriculture, 

farmers who possess one acre land and 
more is applicable to avail the benefits of 
the scheme.

nFarmers who have received subsidy for 
pump sets and drip irrigation system during 
the last three years are not eligible for the 
fund for them now. However, can avail 
fund for farm ponds.

nApplications are issued in Raitha 
SamparkaKendra‟s (RSK).

Features of Krishi 

Bhagya Scheme
nThe project will be implemented in 45 

thousand hectares per year where more than 
one lakh farmers benefit every year 

nAvailability of modern equipment
nReasonable price
nUnder the scheme, the farmers obtain grants 

for constructing farm ponds (Krishi  Honda) 
to conserve rainwater and for buying lift 
pumps, diesel motors to draw water

nAvailability of timely service
nMoreover, this program assists the farmers 

to earn higher income by enabling them to 
construct polyhouses and put up shadenets 
to cultivate hybrid vegetables and flower 
crops

nThe farmers should construct different 
in-situ soil moisture conservation structures 
in the field

Krishi Honda – Farm 

Pond
Krishi Honda in Krishi Bhagya Scheme is a 
farm pond dug to store
rainwater that can help irrigate about five 
acres of land during the dry spells. The 
agricultural loan scheme allocates funds for 
the purchase of polythene tarpal and fencing 
along with the components required for the 
construction of Krishi Honda. The 
Government grants a subsidy up to 90 per 
cent for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes and 80 per cent for other farmers.

Krishi Bhagya Scheme

Water is the most precious resource for 
agriculture. It is the “wonder gold” 
without which nothing exists, with which 

everything lives! In turn, it gives our earth the name 
as a living planet. Earth is called a blue planet 
because 75% area is covered by water; hence water is 
considered an astonishing element in Ayurveda, 
which means it is a wonder medicine that cures 
almost all the ills. 

Half of all workers on the earth are employed in 
water-related sectors. In this concern, the agriculture 
and rural development as an integrated concept of 
growth and poverty elimination have been of 
paramount concern in the entire consequent 
government scheme.

 Nevertheless, water as a natural resource of the 
world constitutes 97.39 per cent water is in the sea, 
which is salty and unfit for agriculture. The only 
other 2.61 per cent is the freshwater availability, 
perhaps in that 77.23 per cent is in the polar region 
and glacier, only a minor fraction of water on earth is 
present in the groundwater, lakes, rivers, atmosphere 
which is most useful to the mankind. 

 The growing population puts tremendous 

pressure on the water resource. The annual per capita 
availability of water in India has decreased from 
5000 m3 in 1950 to 1200 m3 in 2010 and projected 
to decrease further below 1000 m3 by 2025 (MOWR, 
2011). 

Agriculture background of India
 A majority of the Indian population exists in 

villages, and above 50.00 per cent of them rely on 
agriculture (directly or indirectly). One of the greatest 
threats to farming is water scarcity. Rain-fed 
agriculture constitutes 55.00 per cent of net sown 
area in the nation. The annual rainfall of the country 
varies from 400mm to >1200 mm, varying both in 
place and time. 

In the low to medium rainfall regions, the 
occurrence of high intensity rainfall is very meager 
i.e., only for a short duration. Hence rain-water 
management is necessary to increase water efficiency, 
since the first light of independence concerning 
efforts has been made to uplift the standards of 
farmers and rural masses to offer the solution that 
enables rain-fed farming towards sustainable 
agriculture.

Karnataka aims to focus on water management

T he Krishi Bhagya Scheme was implemented on 14th Feb 2014 in 
five prime dry zones covering 23 districts. In 2014-15 it was decided 

to implement 9 lakh hectares of land to increase the agricultural 
productivity and income level of the farmers. The Government of 

Karnataka launched Krishi Bhagya Scheme exclusively for the dry-land 
farmers who rely on the annual rainfall for their farming. Since a majority 
of the Karnataka‟s agricultural land over 70.00 per cent is under rain-fed 

conditions, farming activities on the dry lands become challenging 
during erratic rainfall period. To ensure irrigation for sustainable 

agriculture, Krishi Bhagya Scheme was started. 
This scheme incorporates effective rainwater conservation measures 

to improve productivity. The Government of Karnataka has aided over 
one lakh farmers in the rain-fed areas of 131 taluks in 25 districts.

Under the Krishi Bhagya Scheme, more emphasis is given to help 
farmers to take up water conservation measures such as constructing 
farm ponds in their agricultural land and saving every drop of 
rainwater for using during the dry spells to protect standing crops. 

The provisions availed under this Krishi Bhagya Scheme are that 
construction of climate-resilient technology for rain-fed agriculture 
like farm ponds, poly houses, polythene sheet, sprinklers/drippers, a 
motor pump is offered at a subsided rate which has assisted the 
farmers in the harvesting of the excess rainwater on a farmer’s 
field. The primary purpose of the strategy is that harvested water 
in the farm ponds is being applied for providing life-saving 
protective irrigation for rain-fed crops through drip and  
sprinkler irrigation system, the polythene sheets are provided to 
prevent the percolation losses and shade nets for reducing 
evaporation losses of the water from the farm ponds, poly-houses 
for protective cultivation of an assortment of crops like 
vegetables, greenhouse for high-value crops,  
floriculture, acclimatizing fruit crop growing for the export 
market, encouraging multiple cropping, inter cropping systems 
and the motor pumps to raise the water from the conserved 
structures.

Major objectives of the scheme 
set by Government of Karnataka
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Another monsoon in Mumbai, 
another house collapse. Deaths 
and injuries, as expected. Even 
the reportage for such tragedies 
has become rote, matter of fact.

Collapsing buildings in Mumbai have 
occurred for a variety of reasons, from 
tampering with RCC frames to overloading. 

Dilapidation of built fabric in Mumbai 
isn’t new either. People continue to live in 
buildings they cannot afford to get 
repaired, just as they cannot afford to lose 
locational advantage (as repairs would 
mean having to move out). Tenants will 
allow a building to crumble even as they 
enjoy the stability and security of the old 
Rent Act, paying a pittance to a landlord 
who has long ceased to care.

Before the millennium, though, there 
was a go-to place for such structures on the 
brink—the Repair Board. To use its full 
title, the Bombay Building Repairs and 
Reconstruction Board was specifically 
formed in 1971 by the BMC to address the 
material welfare of cessed buildings 
(dilapidated tenanted buildings upon  
which a cess was levied).

The older cessed buildings in Bombay 
built on both sides of the fin de siècle were 
densely backed four-storied tenements, with 
sloping roofs and masonry façades. What is 
relatively less known is that several had 
timber frames that carried the load of the 
structure all the way to the ground. Many of 
these façades had timber cantilevered 
balconies, corridors and stairways.

After around a century of nonstop 
occupation, these frames were both 
strained and corroded, and needed to be 
replaced by steel columns and beams to 
extend the lives of the old buildings. Given 
Mumbai’s ferocious monsoons, leakages 
from roofs and walls were unremittingly 

A L T / U R B A N coffee spoons of FSI rather than the 
monthly rental for a kholi (apartment). 
Even families living in cessed buildings for 
three generations or more now look to gain 
ownership of their tenements, free from the 
clutches of an often ineffectual or even 
absent landlord. And in this grey area, the 
developers come swooping in.

Today, the push and pull of post-
liberalisation aspirations have convinced 
long-term tenants that the only future is 
home ownership. For cessed buildings, the 
way forward is therefore to find a 
developer who will take the old building off 
their hands, demolish it, build a new one 
on the old footprint (with current byelaws) 
and rehouse the older tenants while 
creating more space to be sold at market 
rates for profit (and in order to subsidise 
the rehousing of the old owners).

The notion of a free, new house with 
several promised ‘amenities’, while obviously 
attractive, brings several challenges with it 
that the current development rules don’t 
seem to acknowledge. But are the apparent 
gains that attract a homeowner to let go of a 
rental home—that they may have lived in for 
generations—for an ownership flat in a newly 
constructed building commensurate with 
their expectations?

A new building is built according to new 
byelaws. These allow floor-to-ceiling 
heights of less than ten feet. Room 

sizes, other than the living room, may be as 
narrow as nine feet. Kitchen widths may be 
even less. New buildings constructed with 
RCC technology allow external walls to be 
as thin as half the length of a brick. There 
may be no balconies at all. 

Unlike in the older homes where outer 
walls built in solid masonry provided 
insulation from the elements and timber 
balconies modulated sunlight and allowed 
cross ventilation, new buildings only offer 

(Un)safe as houses

What Bombay’s ageing buildings need is caring renovation, not 
‘redevelopment’, writes Mustansir Dalvi

sliding windows that barely open halfway. 
The only significant advantage, it must be 
acknowledged, are the toilets within, and 
legal ownership.

While these seem seductive enough  
for a possible future, in the time it takes to 
find a developer that can take on the 
project, buildings can deteriorate to the 
point of collapse. People die waiting, 
instead of approaching available 
authorities to tackle the immediate 
problem of strengthening a deteriorating 
building. An unforeseen downside of this 
reticence to approach the Repair Board is 
the loss of skills. 

Carpentry was once a necessary 
component of the building process, like 
masonry, glazing or stucco ornament. The 
Repair Board has the requisite resources to 
work with timber, but if there is no further 
call for this, such craft will inevitably 
decline. Today, perhaps the only craftsmen 
in Mumbai who can address timber 
appropriately in building construction are 
those working for contractors on 
conservation projects.

One of the final arguments for repair is 
that of sustainability. Any building that 
has lasted for four generations and is still 
being used contains a large amount of 
embodied energy (the total energy  
required to acquire raw materials, process, 
transport, construct and finish a building). 
In comparison, there is a significant 
amount of energy expended in demolishing, 
hauling debris, and raising a new building 
with current technologies and materials. 

Our newly constructed buildings are  
no angels when it comes to carbon 
footprints or energy savings. Thin walls 
and inadequate ventilation ensure that. 
Even at a rough estimate, one cubic foot of 
constructed RCC releases nearly seven 
kilograms of carbon dioxide.

Older buildings, despite their wear and 
tear, were constructed with fairly high-
quality materials with better 
craftsmanship and detailing. They used 
bricks, timber, lime and glass in elegant 
and appropriate ways. 

Renovation allows for extending a 
building’s longevity and preserving its 
elegance in our changing world. It is 
already sustainable, having ‘paid for’ its 
embodied energy over its lifetime.

A readjustment of attitude towards our 
built fabric can contribute to mitigating 
the energy crisis that is already upon us. It 
is this same readjustment that can save 
lives, if the inhabitants of ageing buildings 
give them the same kind of loving 
attention that they might extend to their 
parents and grandparents.  

MUSTANSIR DALVI was the longest serving 
Professor of Architecture in the University of 

Mumbai. He is a trustee of Art Deco Mumbai

(Top) A partially collapsed building on Grant Road, Mumbai, with corroded timber frames exposed; (above left) In Bhuleshwar, cessed buildings lose out to contemporary high-rises;  
(right) The mark of Mumbai’s unrelenting monsoons
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What Rahul Gandhi means  

when he says “we’ve defeated 

the Ram Mandir movement”  

A HIMALAYAN BLUNDER

Uttarakhand’s ‘all-weather roads’  

are much worse than a bad joke
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WELFAREOH, FOR A HOT MEAL!

What good do canteens serve  

even when 800 million Indians  

get free foodgrains?   

8Continued on page 2

Do Indians really have 

freedom of religion?

BJP chief ministers hand over prime forest land to corporates for mining in MP, Chhattisgarh and Odisha

8Continued on page 2

Villagers say not only 

have they been harassed 

and refused access to 

local forests by AMDER 

officials, they have also not 

been informed about the ill-

effects of uranium mining

D o Indians have freedom of 

religion? Meaning, do they 

have the right to invite oth-

ers into their faith and the 

right to easily leave their 

faith? The Constitution says yes, but 

the laws say no. 
India is an unusual nation where 

propagation is both a fundamental 

right and a criminal offence. A funda-

mental right is one that enjoys a high 

level of protection from encroachment 

by the State. But Article 25 (the right 

to freely profess and propagate reli-

gion) does not enjoy such protection 

in India.In effect, the Constitution tells us 

we are free to propagate our religion 

but when we do so the police shows up 

and takes us away. On 11 July this 

year, we learnt that the Allahabad 

High Court had rejected the bail of a 

man named Shriniwas Rav Nayak 

with the observation that “the 

Constitution confers on each individ-

ual the fundamental right to profess, 

Aakar Patel draws attention to the ambivalence in our  

reading of the right to ‘propagate’ our religion
practise and propagate his religion. 

However, the individual right to free-

dom of conscience and religion cannot 

be extended to construe a collective 

right to proselytise”.

In the subcontinent, Nepal does not 

allow conversions, while Pakistan has 

the same phrasing as India does, with 

the same restrictions. There is no real 

freedom of religion in Pakistan on this 

specific issue, just as an honest observ-

er will conclude there isn’t in India. 

But this is not what was intended by 

those who wrote the Constitution.

The Constituent Assembly debate 

on religious freedom took place on  

6 December 1948. It came after meet-

ings of the Minorities Committee and 

the committee on fundamental rights, 

which discussed the issue in detail 

and produced a text that is today 

Article 25. It reads: ‘Right to freedom 

of religion: Subject to public order, 

morality and health and to the other 

provisions of this Part, all persons are 

equally entitled to freedom of  

conscience and the right to freely pro-

fess, practise and propagate religion’.

The key word here is propagate, 

which the dictionary defines as ‘to 

spread and promote’, and ‘to breed’. 

The context in which the word was 

debated by India’s Constituent 

Assembly was that of conversions, 

specifically by Christians.

Gujarat’s K.M. Munshi, the Hindu 

conservative, was part of the group 

that arrived at the text, and about the 

word ‘propagate’ he said: “I know it 

was on this word that the Christian 

community laid the greatest empha-

sis, not because they wanted to con-

vert people aggressively, but because 

the word ‘propagate’ was a fundamen-

tal part of their tenet.” 

And “so long as religion is reli-

gion, conversion by free exercise of 

conscience had to be recognised”. 

People must not fear the idea of a 

right to propagate, Munshi said, 

because “whatever conversions take 

place… are only the result of persua-

Rashme SehgalN ewly appointed Odisha chief minis-

ter Mohan Charan Majhi may be a 

tribal but he has no qualms about 

handing over pristine forest land 

for mining purposes. 

A few weeks into his chief ministership, 

deputy chief minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 

submitted a memorandum urging Majhi to 

expedite the transfer of forest and private land 

in Naini Block to the Singareni Collieries 

Company Ltd, insisting they had received all 

environmental and forest clearances.

This despite the fact that only last week, 

both Majhi and Vikramarka had to cancel a 

scheduled meeting in Kashipur because of 

protests by tribal women against the expan-

sion plans that have been put in place by 

Vedanta and Hindalco.

Odisha-based Dalit activist Lingaraj Azad 

who has been part of the anti-mining protests 

for the last two decades said, “Despite our 

telling the state government that excessive 

amounts of mining threaten our water secu-

rity and ecosystems, Anil Agarwal’s Vedanta 

has been given the go-ahead to expand its 

alumina refinery at Lanjigarh from one to 

six million tonnes per annum. Entire moun-

tains in Kalahandi and Rayagada districts 

have been handed over to different corpora-

tions like Vedanta and the Adani group for 

bauxite mining.” 
He added, “They may not presently be tap-

ping the bauxite reserves below Niyamgiri 

thanks to the Supreme Court intervention but 

it is only a matter of time before these will 

also be handed over to different companies 

operating here.”
In neighbouring Madhya Pradesh, one of 

the first decisions taken by the new BJP chief 

minister Mohan Yadav was to approve the set-

ting up of 13 coal mines within a period of six 

months. Yadav also okayed the setting up of 

5,895 mines for minor minerals. 

Smita, an activist who lives in Betul district 

in Madhya Pradesh pointed out, “The govern-

ment has started mining for uranium in the 

village of Kochamau near Betul but those in 

charge have not bothered to inform the villag-

ers about the dangers of uranium mining.” 

With the Centre having given its approval for 

the construction of 10 new nuclear plants, offi-

cials from the Atomic Minerals Directorate for 

Exploration and Research (AMDER) zeroed in on 

Kochamau. Villagers here belong to the Gond 

and Korku tribes and are covered by the Fifth 

Schedule whereby any exploratory work or min-

ing requires prior permission from the gram 

sabhas. Villagers say not only have they been 

harassed and refused access to local forests by 

AMDER officials, they have also not been 

informed about the ill-effects of uranium mining.

Smita believes this concealment is deliber-

ate. “Look at the ill-health of villagers living 

in Jadugora in Jharkhand where radioactive 

waste has been dumped in ponds resulting in 

large numbers of children being born with 

congenital deformities. Naturally, villagers 

here are scared.” 
Following state elections, Chhattisgarh saw 

the swearing-in of the state’s first tribal chief 

minister Vishnu Deo Sai who, disregarding a 

unanimous resolution passed by the 

Chhattisgarh state assembly in 2022, green- 

signalled the felling of forests under heavy 

security. When questioned why forests were 

being cut down indiscriminately, he said he 

was merely “executing a decision taken by the 

earlier Congress regime”. 

Leading up to the recent state Assembly 

election, the BJP had promised they would 

overturn the Congress’s decision to grant per-

mission to mine the Parsa East and Kanta 

Basan (PEKB) block in Chhattisgarh. But after 

coming to power, one of Deo Sai’s first deci-

sions was to hand over prime forest land for 

PEKB Phase-II mining despite protests by the 

gram sabhas of villages such as Salhi, 

Hariharpur, Fatehpur and Ghatbarra. In 

Chhattisgarh, the Adani group alone is known 

to be targeting coal mines with a potential out-

put of 3.7 billion tonnes of coal.

Prior to general elections, Modi had assured 

Adivasis that their jal, jangal, zameen (water, 

forests and land) would not be threatened. 

Following the formation of the BJP government, 

Adani has been given a carte blanche to cut 

down forests. The Adani Group stated that it 

had plans to invest more than Rs 25,000 crore in 

two projects in Chhattisgarh. These included a 

Coal to Poly-generation (CTP) facility and a rice 

bran solvent extraction plant and refinery.

“We understand that all three BJP-ruled 

states plan to hand over their pristine forests 

to corporate houses,” observed activist and 

editor Aflatoon Desai, who heads the 

Samajwadi Jan Parishad.

The ministry of coal has been boasting 

about India’s coal production having risen to 

784.41 million tonnes between February and 

April 2023, an increase of over 15 per cent. 

Their target is to touch 1.31 billion tonnes by 

2024–25. To achieve this goal, 141 new coal 

blocks have been auctioned.

Many of these coal blocks are located in 

central India and will involve chopping down 

vast swathes of forests, namely the Tara block 

in Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand forest and the 

Mahan forest in Madhya Pradesh. While Tara 

has a forest cover of 81 per cent density and is 

spread over 1,596 hectares, Mahan has a forest 

cover of 97 per cent, spread over 372 hectares. 

Hasdeo Arand, one of the last contiguous 

stretches of dense forest in central India with 

a land mass stretching over 1,70,000 hectares, 

has 22 coal blocks underneath it. The Mahan 

forest extends to the Sanjay-Dubri National 

Park and Tiger Reserve on its west and  

the Guru Ghasi Das National Park on its 

southern boundary.

A decade ago, the Union ministry of envi-

ronment and forests (MoEF) categorised these 

parks as inviolate. The former environment 

minister Jairam Ramesh had dubbed them 

“no-go” areas. But the problem with Ramesh 

and subsequent ministers was that they failed 

to give their observations legal sanctity.

Villagers from 54 villages in the Mahan 

forest belt have organised themselves under 

the banner of the Mahan Sangharsh Samiti. 

Coal mining in this forest, they say, would 

result in the displacement of over 25,000  

people and loss of livelihood. The tribals earn 

around Rs 1 lakh a year from the produce they 

collect from the forest.

The government’s record in rehabilitation 

and compensation inspires little confidence. 

Elderly tribal Jeetlal Vaiga was displaced 

when the Reliance Sasan Ultra Mega Power 

Plant came up in Singrauli. Vaiga found it 

impossible to start life afresh in a tin shack 

with the hot summer sun beating mercilessly 

down on his new home, and narrated the 

plight of many villagers who had preferred to 

commit suicide rather than relocate.

The big fat tribal land grab

sion and not because of material 

advantages”. Note that conversion 

was always accepted as the reason 

for propagation.
In the Interim Report on Funda-

mental Rights, dated 1 May 1947, 

Frank Anthony said: “My community 

(he was an Anglo-Indian) does not 

propagate. We do not convert, nor are 

we converted. But I do appreciate 

how deeply, how passionately mil-

lions of Christians feel on this right to 

propagate their religion.” Anthony, 

the founder of a school network 

around India, congratulated the 

majority for retaining “in spite of its 

contentious character” the words “to 

propagate”, “a right which is regard-

ed as perhaps the most fundamental of 

Christian rights”.
T.T. Krishnamachari said Dalits 

became Christians because of the 

status it gave them, that Hindu 

reform would deter such conver-

sions, and that the right to propagate 

also applied to Hindus and Arya 

Samajists who were free under the 

wording of this law to carry out their 

conversion activities, which they 

called ‘shuddhi’.

The Parsa East and Kanta Basan(PEKB) coal mine in Chhattisgarh’s Surguja district, April 2024

Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Christian clerics at the foundation ceremony for the Thal Sena Bhawan in Delhi, February 2020

India is an unusual 

nation where 
propagation of  

one’s religion is 
both a fundamental 

right and a 
criminal offence
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KNOW YOUR MANGOES

A new book peels off layers of 

myth around the real story of 

the mango  
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What is India to make of Europe’s elections?

Are defence forces the only services where cost-cutting 

is necessary? What about the central bureaucracy?
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The life of an Agniveer 

in the barracks is not 

very happy, by all 

available accounts. He 

is unsure of his future, 

gets mostly sentry duties 

and is often ridiculed by 

regular soldiers

Ashis Ray

F
ormer British prime minister 

Theresa May was a strenuous 

advocate of India taking back 

an estimated 100,000 illegal 

Indian immigrants in the 

United Kingdom. Eventually, Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson’s govern-

ment signed a Migration and  

Mobility
 Partnership Agreement 

with India that formalised deporta-

tion, though not much appears to 

have happened since.

India may be asked to cooperate in 

addressing Britain’s immigration 

problem so that it can stave off a 

threat from its far right. W
hether this 

will m
ean London offering a resettle-

ment package in lieu of India accept-

ing its unlawfully residing nationals 

remains to be seen.

The Labour Party has an uneasy 

relationship with the BJP. The front 

organisations of the BJP (Bharatiya 

Janata Party) and RSS (Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh) in Britain have 

been assiduously canvassing British-

Indian Hindus in the direction of the 

Conservatives for at least five years. 

They finally struck success by 

dethroning Labour in its stronghold of 

Leicester East with a Hindu candidate.

Labour is likely to forgive but it 

won’t forget. The new British Prime 

Minister Sir Keir Starmer is keen on 

consolidating relations with India for 

the sake of improving the British  

Will the new government in France unblock the stalled investigation into the 2015 Rafale fighter planes deal with India?

economy. At the same tim
e, the signifi-

cant increase in Sikh MPs in the House 

of Commons—all from Labour—could 

oblige him to take up the matter of 

Jagtar Singh Johal’s detention in India. 

Also, Christian Michel’s arbitrary 

imprisonment in India for 67 months 

without a trial cannot be ignored by a 

Labour government, since his brother-

in-law, the late Lord Matthew Evans, 

was a Labour peer.

There is no avoiding filli
ng a skills 

gap either. This will h
ave to continue 

if Germany, France and Britain are to 

remain competitiv
e versus Asia and 

America. But they will h
ave to find a 

solution to illegal im
migration.

British passport holders in Hong 

Kong have a right to relocate to 

Britain. Ukrainians have also been 

allowed to seek sanctuary in the UK, 

as are others fleeing conflict zones 

where ruling regimes are disapproved 

of by Whitehall, such as Afghanistan, 

Iran, Syria and Sudan.

But economic migrants from other 

parts of the world—many of whom 

desperately cross the English 

Channel—can possibly be checked by 

reaching understandings with the 

countries they originate from. In other 

words, instead of the Rwanda-type 

scheme the Conservative prime minis-

ter Rishi Sunak was controversially 

backing, Starmer’s dispensation can 

explore a diplomacy-led resolution.

The countries concerned, if e
xtend-

ed a financial incentive to re-settle 

the refugees back in their own coun-

tries, might fin
d it w

orth their while 

to cooperate. The cost to Britain 

would also possibly be lower than 

indefinitely paying hotel bills and 

disbursing social security while pro-

cessing asylum applications.

The Brexit referendum of 2016, 

which took effect in 2020, was mainly 

about white Britons feeling swamped by 

the free movement of people within the 

European Union. Now they fear they’ve 

jumped from the frying pan into the fire, 

with workforce demand being filled 

from non-white countries. Besides, the 

inflow of asylum seekers from Asia and 

Africa continues unabated.

T
he June elections to the European 

parliament saw a surge in far-

right support. 
Patriots for 

Europe, as they call themselves as a 

bloc, came third after conservatives 

and social democrats. National Rally, 

which won the highest number of 

seats in France, joined hands with 

Hungary’s Fidesz party, the Czech 

Republic’s ANO party, Austria’s 

Freedom party and like-minded par-

ties in Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, 

Denmark and the Netherlands to form 

Patriots of Europe. Germany’s stri-

dent Alternative für Deutschland 

(AfD), or Alternative for Germany, 

was not invited to join this group. But 

it emerged with the second highest 

vote share among German parties, 

pushing the ruling Social Democrats 

People gather at Republique Square, Paris, as the second round results of 

France’s legislative election pour in, 7 July 2024 

Maj. Gen. Yash Mor (retd.)

M
ilitary professionalism is 

marked by a commitment to 

duty, a strong sense of responsi-

bility
 for national security, 

expertise in milita
ry tactics, 

strategy and technology, ethical standards, 

continuous professional training and learn-

ing besides politic
al neutrality. The Agnipath 

scheme with its short service and high turn-

over poses severe challenges and affects the 

very core of milita
ry professionalism.

Which is why two years after the govern-

ment sprung the Agnipath scheme in June 

2022, there is a growing demand to scrap it. T
he 

government appears determined not to do any 

such thing, accusing the Opposition of spread-

ing ‘lies’ about the scheme. It i
s, however, not 

just the leader of the opposition in the Lok 

Sabha and politic
al parties but also several 

veterans, including two retired chiefs of the 

Indian Navy, Admiral Arun Prakash and 

Admiral K.B. Singh, who have spoken out 

against Agnipath. Excerpts from a yet-to-be-

released book by former Army chief General 

Naravane (which is awaiting security clear-

ance from the government) confirm that the 

scheme was foisted without consulting with 

the three services headquarters. 

The scheme did not come up at the bi- 

annual Army commanders’ conferences either. 

This is the highest policy-making and discus-

sion group of the seniormost leadership of the 

Indian Army; almost all reforms, modernisa-

tion schemes and induction of new weapon 

systems are deliberated at these conferences. 

The government has stoutly maintained that 

the scheme was discussed threadbare with 

stakeholders and experts before being rolled 

out. Retired army officers involved in imple-

menting Agnipath have appeared on TV to 

state it h
as gone down well, a claim laughably 

divorced from reality.

Most army veterans are appalled at the 

scheme which involves six months of training 

and assured employment in the services for 

four years. At the end of the four years, two-

thirds of the recruits are to be demobilised and 

sent back home while the remaining one-fourth 

are retained. They are even more aghast at the 

government rolling out such an experiment in 

one go, and not as a pilot project to first assess 

its effectiveness. What’s worse is that the 

scheme followed a three-year hiatus due to the 

pandemic in 2020 when there were no recruit-

ments. (It is instructive to learn that recruit-

ment for the police and the central paramili-

tary forces did not stop.) The average annual 

recruitment of 60,000 meant that between 

160,000 and 180,000 young men who should have 

joined the services did not. 

Negative impact on our cutting edge

The scheme not only destroyed the hopes 

and aspirations of lakhs of young boys from 

rural India, it also negatively impacted the 

army and its units. It t
akes over 7–8 years to 

train a soldier capable of handling a tank, BMP 

(an infantry fighting vehicle), air defence and 

artille
ry weapon systems. The technical train-

ing so crucial for retaining the cutting edge has 

been ignored by Agnipath. The drastically 

reduced training period has meant sending 

half-trained ‘Agniveers’ to the units and the 

border. Already, several have been killed or 

have tragically taken their own lives. 

In the units, a large number of man- 

management issues have cropped up, due to 

different terms and conditions for the 

Agniveers and the permanent soldiers. 

Agniveers cannot be given any technical 

training, cannot be sent on milita
ry courses 

or even deployed on sensitive duties. They are 

allowed only 30 days leave in a year as opposed 

to 90 days allowed to regular soldiers. The 

competitio
n among Agniveers to become per-

manent after four years is also likely to create 

unhealthy and harmful conditions in an 

organisation that relies on camaraderie and 

team spirit as the basis of its fighting strength. 

The life
 of an Agniveer in the barracks is 

not very happy, by all available accounts. He 

is unsure of his future, gets mostly sentry 

duties and is often ridiculed by regular sol-

diers. “In fact, some units have issued strict 

instructions that Agniveers are not to be 

given even unsupervised sentry duties,” says 

a serving officer. 

The scheme puts not only the recruit but 

entire families under immense psychological 

stress. Most of the Agniveers come from rural 

backgrounds. When 75 per cent of them return 

to their villages, rejected after four years as not 

being good enough, not only does their social 

standing take a hit, th
ey also have to deal with 

the long-term fallout of rejection. Promises of 

lateral induction of ex-servicemen in central 

paramilita
ry forces and state police have sel-

dom been honoured. The dangers of unem-

ployed youth with milita
ry training can only 

hurt society, not im
prove it.

There are already reports of our young men 

fighting in the Russian Army and joining the 

French Legion. This is going to create more 

problems in future. 

The real issue is whether the new recruit-

ment scheme improves our combat effective-

ness, and  helps the services to recruit the 

best possible manpower. If s
hort-term recruit-

ment is truly good for the army and the 

nation, then why not introduce similar 

schemes for inducting officers or introduce 

the scheme in the state police and central 

paramilita
ry organisations? 

T
he real reason behind Agnipath is said to 

be the urgent need to reduce the ostensi-

bly ballooning ‘pay and pension’ bill of 

the defence services. Ironically, a similar 

urgency is not noticed in the case of  ‘pay and 

pension’ of the bureaucracy, other central  

government services and security forces. 

There is merit in the argument that with 

future wars likely to be fought more with new 

technology than foot soldiers, the defence ser-

vices can become leaner. There is also merit, 

however, in the counterpoint that the Indian 

army’s remit is
 to secure and fight in mostly 

hilly, mountainous terrain on the LAC with 

China, in Jammu and Kashmir and in the 

North-East, where foot soldiers are required.

The Agnipath 

step-soldiers

A protest against the short-term army recruitment Agnipath scheme in Chennai 

into third place.

The French President Emmanuel 

Macron’s response to National Rally’s 

performance was a snap mid-term 

election to the country’s National 

Assembly. Historically, politic
s in 

France was a straight contest between 

the rightist Republicans and the 

Socialist Party. In 2016, Macron, a  

minister in the Socialist government  

of President Francois Hollande  

turned the status quo upside down  

by announcing a centrist En  

Marche party, which in 2021 evolved 

into Ensemble.

National Rally’s nominee Marine 

Le Pen was runner-up to Macron in 

the French presidential election two 

years ago. Thereafter, with the biggest 

chunk of popular votes—31.37 per cent 

in June’s European elections—her 

party far outstripped others.

French voters baulked at re-endors-

ing the National Rally when Macron 

threw down the gauntlet. They relegat-

ed it to
 third place behind a left-wing 

New Popular Front (N
PF) and a coali-

tion led by Ensemble. The outcome 

was a hung assembly—an unknown 

territory in France—with the leftists 

winning 182 seats, the Ensemble group 

168 and National Rally 143 in a house 

of 577. Macron’s gamble had paid off. 

He had, without retaining his party’s 

majority in the Assembly, managed to 

prick the far-right bubble.

Ph
ot

o:
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es

Ph
ot

o:
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es

   

www.nationalheraldindia.com   www.facebook.com/nationalheraldindia/   @NH_India www.navjivanindia.com,  www.qaumiawaz.com New Delhi • 28 July 2024 • Pages: 8 • National • Vol. 7 Issue 40 • `20

NATIONAL ENGLISH WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

RNI: DELENG/2017/73913, Postal Reg. No. DL(C)-14/1410/2023-25         Magazine Post Reg. No. DL(DS)-30/MP/22-24         License To Post Without Pre Payment No. U(C)-126/2023-25            

HOME & ABROADHOME & ABROAD
UNION BUDGET 2024  
Well-fed partners make
better allies, eh?   

PROSECUTOR VS FELON
Can Kamala Harris make
history in the US of A? 

P3 P3 P7

LIFESTLYE
EAT.WANDER.REPEAT
Treats that appear in regional
kitchens this time of year   

Ph
ot

o:
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es
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Why they were asked to  
display names in UP

The jousting between Hindutva’s bighorn rams has only one ultimate loser—the BJP

8Continued on page 2

Yogi’s hardline Hindutva 
gives him a big reputation 
even beyond his home state, 
and for the same reason 
makes him a threat to the 
biggies in Delhi

It wasn’t simply to fan anti-Muslim sentiment but to corner the Big Bad Wolf in Delhi

Sharad Gupta

The UP government’s order mandating 
all eatery owners on the Meerut–
Haridwar highway to emblazon their 
names on shop signage might have 
been stayed by the Supreme Court, 

but its ripple effect is likely to impact BJP’s 
internal politics for a good long time. 

The order, issued by the Yogi Adityanath-
led state government came close on the heels of 
the buzz that the BJP’s central leadership was 
contemplating a change of guard in UP. The 
two deputy chief ministers—Brijesh Pathak 
and Keshav Prasad Maurya—have been skip-
ping most meetings convened or chaired by the 
chief minister. 

Along with state BJP president Bhupendra 
Chaudhary, they have not only been confabu-
lating with prime minister Narendra Modi, 
home minister Amit Shah and BJP president 
J.P. Nadda, but also publicising these meet-
ings. The media went to town with the story 
that Yogi might be on his way out.

The clamour for Yogi’s head began with the 
chorus that Yogi was responsible for the BJP’s 
poor performance during the Lok Sabha polls 
in UP, where the party’s tally came down from 
62 to 33 seats. The Yogi camp countered this by 
saying none of Yogi’s recommendations for 
candidates were honoured, so how could he be 
held responsible?

Yogi himself didn’t react at all. He neither 
issued any statement nor rush to meet the cen-
tral leadership. The only perceptible deviation 
from his routine was a sudden tour to his 
hometown Gorakhpur where RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat was to address a training camp for 
volunteers. Bhagwat had, by then, already 
taken more than a couple of potshots at Modi. 
Thus, a meeting between Yogi and Bhagwat 
would have meant RSS support for Yogi. 

The chief minister reportedly waited for 
two days but Bhagwat didn’t grant him an 
audience. Instead, a statement was issued 
saying the RSS chief had no political agenda.

The RSS normally doesn’t issue such com-
muniques, especially to account for an incident 
that didn’t even take place. What it actually 
meant was that the RSS was not yet ready to 
come out openly against Modi. That left Yogi in 
the lurch. 

The Muzaffarnagar SSP’s order (issued on 
15 July) instructing all eateries to prominent-
ly display the names of owners and employees 
(to ensure pilgrims on the Kanwar Yatra eat 
only ‘pious food’ i.e. food cooked and served 
by Hindus), seemed heaven-sent for Yogi, who 
immediately encashed the opportunity to 

embellish his image as Hindutva’s Hero No. 1.
He promulgated the same order along the 

entire Kanwar Yatra route, which in essence 
covered the entire state, as kanwarias travel 
right through UP. With police already having 
forced eatery owners to lay off Muslim work-
ers, and proscribed the sale and cooking of 
non-vegetarian food during the Yatra, Yogi’s 
order amounted to the economic boycott of 
Muslims. The Supreme Court, while suspend-
ing the state government’s order, observed 
that depriving an entire community of their 
right to business is discrimination on the 
basis of religion, and violates Articles 14, 15 
and 17 of the Constitution.  

The BJP’s central leadership found itself 
flailing in the face of the Opposition’s 
onslaught on the discriminatory order. Sweet 
revenge for Yogi on party colleagues who 
were baying for his blood. The Kanwar Yatra 
order served a dual purpose—of further 
entrenching him as Hindutva’s prime mascot 
and letting loose the Opposition’s cannons on 
the BJP’s central leadership.

Yogi was never Modi and Shah’s choice in 
the first place. In 2017, Modi wanted 
Manoj Sinha as chief minister while 

Shah favoured Maurya, then state party pres-
ident. However, Dr. Krishna Gopal, the BJP’s 
organising secretary (essentially a top RSS 
functionary) put his foot down. He succeeded 
in installing Yogi Adityanath and paid the 
price for it (being demoted thereafter). 

Despite BJP bigwigs conspiring against 
Adityanath, his emergence as Hindutva’s 
heavyweight champion created a distinct con-
stituency for him across the country, making 
Yogi the most sought-after leader for election 
campaigns, second only to Modi. 

The saffron-clad mahant’s first tenure in the 
chief ministerial seat was marked by a spate of 
encounter killings, the Hathras gangrape case 
and the showering of flower petals on kan-
warias from a helicopter by top police officers.
His ban on cow slaughter took cow vigilantism 
to outrageous lengths. He triggered ‘Anti-
Romeo Squads’ and vile terms like ‘love jihad’ 
were essential ingredients of his speeches. 

Yogi’s reign of hardline Hindutva was 
always based on hatred of minorities, with 
one-liners such as, “Before 2017, most of the 
subsidised foodgrain used to be cornered by 
those calling their fathers abbajaan”, and “If 
those doing love jihad don’t mend their ways, 
their ‘Ram naam satya hai’ yatra (funeral pro-
cession) will start soon”.

In 2021, the BJP brass suggested he move to 
the Centre and let somebody else hold the 

reins in the state. On 21 November 2021, 
apparently to dispel rumours of any friction, 
Adityanath posted a photo on Twitter of PM 
Modi and he deep in conversation, Modi with 
his arm patronisingly around his shoulders. 

Yogi fought for a second term in 2022,  
and won 255 seats in an assembly of 403 legis-
lators—a majority only slightly less emphat-
ic than the 2017 win when the BJP won 312 
seats under the stewardship of Modi, Shah 
and Maurya. 

The current tussle is the party’s second 
attempt to rock Yogi’s boat. His popularity 
transcends state borders—a distinction no 
other chief minister enjoys. This threatens 
both peers and seniors. The fact that Yogi’s 
supporters have been projecting him as the 
next prime minister doesn’t help either. 

History seems to be repeating itself in UP. 
In 1998–99, the then chief minister Kalyan 

Singh had almost as frosty relations with then 
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. A sec-
tion of state BJP leaders and MLAs made 
routine visits to Delhi, demanding Kalyan’s 
removal. The Vajpayee–Advani duo never 
took any action against the rebels, choosing to 
patronise them instead. As a result, a scorned 
Kalyan Singh extracted his revenge by acting 
against the party’s official candidates during 
the 1999 Lok Sabha elections. Though the par-
ty’s tally was halved from 58 in 1998 to 29 in 
1999, he couldn’t stop Vajpayee from being 
re-elected as the prime minister (largely 
thanks to a spirited performance by other 
NDA allies). This gave Vajypayee a reason to 
shunt Kalyan Singh out, replacing him with 
the almost forgotten (and forgettable) octoge-
narian leader Ram Prakash Gupta.

At half-time, it’s Yogi 1, Modi–Shah 0

PM Narendra Modi and UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurate Diwali Deepotsav in Ayodhya, 23 October 2022

A masked pilgrim carrying Ganga jal during the annual Kanwar Yatra, in UP's Ghaziabad

‘With one stroke, the 
Gujarat chief minister 
had seized the initiative. 
He galvanised his 
supporters, who now 
stood up to be counted’

Aakar Patel  

Weakened leaders of ideolog-
ical parties are always vul-
nerable to those willing to 
be more extreme than 
them. It’s worth consider-

ing this idea to understand what is going 
on in Uttar Pradesh. Also to know what to 
expect in future from a minority govern-
ment.

The BJP’s allies in Delhi have all 
opposed the idea that shopkeepers in 
Uttar Pradesh be forced to advertise their 
names (and by extension their religion). 
Why? No demand was made that we know 
of; nor has this been an issue in the past. 
There is no apparent reason to ask shop-
keepers to do this. The manner in which it 
has been done, at first without an official 
order and pretending that it is voluntary, 
further strengthens the impression that 
the action was taken only to stir the pot.

Consider, then, how the issue has 
become larger than the big news of just 

the day before—that UP’s chief minister was 
in trouble for delivering a defeat in the Lok 
Sabha polls. All the news channels were full 
of speculation about what would happen 
next. That is no longer the story, and the 
chief minister has managed with this one 
action to change the narrative. 

Note  that few Union ministers are defend-
ing it or promoting the idea. This is not 
because they disagree with it, but because it 
doesn’t serve the government in Delhi.

Why give your allies the opportunity to 
show rifts and dissent within the NDA? It 
doesn’t help with the illusion that nothing 
has changed since 4 June. But everyone 
understands that—and they understand why 
this is being done in Uttar Pradesh.

The action in UP cannot be openly 
opposed either (assuming anyone does dis-
agree internally), and this is the problem of 
ideological parties. The chief minister is only 
continuing what the BJP has made a pattern 
of doing against minorities through its entire 
history, because that is its ideology.

However, the same action last year, or even 
six months ago, would have been a different 
matter. This is a new time. We have glimpsed 
versions of this same situation before.

The challenger who is more extreme 
than the weakened leader was first seen 
over 20 years ago. In April 2002, only a 
month after the post-Godhra violence led to 
the death of about 1,000 people in Gujarat, 
the BJP’s national executive met in Goa. 
There was talk in the media that the then 
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee was 
going to sack Gujarat chief minister 
Narendra Modi. On 29 April 2002, under the 
headline ‘How Vajpayee ended up as the 
Hindutva choir boy’, a magazine reported 
what happened next:

‘No sooner had party president Jana 
Krishnamurthy completed his taken-as-read 
presidential address than Modi got up and 
said in his sombre, chaste Hindi: 
“Adhyakshji, I want to speak on Gujarat… 
From the party’s point of view, this is a grave 
issue. There is a need for a free and frank 
discussion. To enable this, I wish to place my 
resignation before this body. It is time we 
decided what direction the party and the 
country should take from this point onwards.

‘He didn’t need to say more. With one 
stroke, the Gujarat chief minister had  
seized the initiative. He galvanised his  
supporters, who now stood up to be  
counted. Food minister Shanta Kumar, who 
had spoken out against Modi and the VHP’s 
extremes, found himself being rebuked and 
facing a disciplinary committee. He was forced 
to apologise.’
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One of the final  
arguments for repair  
is sustainability. Our 
newly constructed 
buildings are no 
angels when it comes to 
their carbon footprint

aggravating and the Board had the skills to 
deal with those too.

The Board provided competent 
consultants, both architectural and 
structural, and had a roster of contractors 
who knew how to make these unusual 
buildings structurally sound and leakproof. 
Officers in municipal wards kept tabs on 
the wear and tear of such buildings. 
Despite the usual bureaucracy, the  
much-reviled Repair Board gave buildings 
a new lease of life, at least for a decade at  
a time.

The old board has since given way to the 
Mumbai Building Repair and Reconstruc-

tion Board, governed by MHADA from 
1992. This new board is also mandated to 
look after cessed buildings. However, there 
seems to be a steep decline in the number 
of buildings going in for repair and 
refurbishment, and dilapidation or 
imminent danger of collapse does not seem 
to be the reason for this.

Since the 1990s, the paradigm has 
shifted. A city, that once accommodated 
multitudes through easy tenancy, like an 
absorbent sponge, has now become rigid, 
like dead corals, due to the shift to the 
ownership model and the fetishism of real 
estate. Habitation is now measured out in 
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Educating and looking after the 
well-being of young mothers 
is essential for a country like 

India to develop. Anganwadis in 
Karnataka and across the country is a 
mother and childcare development 
program sponsored by the 
government.

The program gets its name from 
the courtyards that traditional Indian 
homes are known for. This was 
traditionally a place for people of the 
house to gather.

Anganwadi  is a type of rural 
child care centre in India. It was 
started by the Indian government in 
1975 as part of the Integrated Child 
Development Services program to 
combat child hunger and malnutrition. 
Anganwadi in Hindi means 
"courtyard shelter" in English.

A typical Anganwadi center 
provides basic health care in a 
village. It is a part of the Indian 
public health care system. Basic 
health care activities include 
contraceptive counseling and supply, 
nutrition education and 
supplementation, as well as 
pre-school activities.

The centres may be used as 
depots for oral rehydration salts, 
basic medicines and contraceptives.  

These centres provide supplementary 
nutrition, non-formal pre-school 
education, nutrition, and health 
education, immunization, health 
check-up and referral services of 
which the last three are provided in 
convergence with public health 
systems.

Benefits
Despite decades of impressive 
growth, India has an acute shortage 
of doctors.The doctor population 
ratio in 2019-20 was 1:1456; against 
the WHO recommended level of 
1:1000. Through the Anganwadi 
system, the country is trying to meet 
its goal of providing affordable and 
accessible healthcare to local 
populations.

Anganwadi workers have the 
advantage over the physicians living 
in the same rural area, which gives 
them insight into the state of health in 
the locality and assists in identifying 
the cause of problems and in 
countering them. They also have 
better social skills and can therefore 
more easily interact with the local 
people. As locals, they know and are 
comfortable with the local language 
and ways, are acquainted with the 
people, and are trusted.

The Anganwadi project was started in 1975 in an effort to fight against 
malnutrition and hunger faced by children in Indian villages. More 
than 40 years later, Anganwadis still provide basic healthcare and 

informal pre-school education.
There are over 13 lakh mini-Anganwadi centers and Anganwadis in India 
There are over 62,580 Anganwadiscenters and 3331 mini Anganwadi centers 
in Karnataka functioning under 204 ICDS projects 

The ICDS is the only national-level 
program aimed at addressing the 
needs of children under the age of 6 
years. The program also addresses 
the needs of expectant mothers, 
nursing mothers, and adolescent 
girls. The objectives of this program 
are:
n To improve the nutritional status

of children under the age of 6
years
To lay the foundation for a

child’s physical, psychological 
and social development

n To fight against malnutrition and
reduce mortality rates and
school dropout rates

n To aid in the implementation of
social policies that promote
child development

n To improve the young mothers’ 
capability to look after the
developmental needs of their
children.

Objectives of the Integrated Child 
Development Services Program (ICDS)

The basic services provided by an Anganwadi can be categorized as 
nutritional, health and pre-school educational services.

Nutritional Services
n The nutritional services provided by an Anganwadi vary from state to

state. In most places, a hot meal of cereals, mixed pulses, vegetables,
etc. is available at the Anganwadi. In some places, ‘take-home rations’ 
are provided to children under the age of 3 years.

n Children under the age of 3 years are weighed once a month at the
Anganwadi to keep a check on their nutrition and overall health.
Children older than this are weighed once in three months.

n Nutritional and health education is also provided through counseling,
demonstrations and home visits to women between the age of 15 and 45
years. This also covers sanitation, family planning, and infant feeding.

Health Services
n Immunization is one of the key health services provided by an

Anganwadi. Children below the age of 6 years are immunized against
polio, measles, DPT, and tuberculosis. Pregnant mothers are protected
from tetanus through immunization.

n After the child is born, antenatal care is provided for the mothers. The
Anganwadi and the health department also maintain health records for
these children. Cases of malnutrition and sickness are referred to
Primary Health Centers.

Educational Services
n The Anganwadis provide informal preschool education to children

between the ages of 3 years and 6 years. This education is provided
through play to encourage the physical, cognitive, emotional and social
development of a child.

Anganwadis In Karnataka

What Are They and Why Do 
We Need Them?

Anganwadis – Quick Facts

Anganwadi workers help achieve the objectives.

Basic Services Provides By 
Anganwadis In Karnataka

Karnataka focuses on  
building robust foundational 
stage of school education 
  

1. The concept and objectives of the new Foundational stage of School 
Education, which now consists of an upward extension of the early 

childhood stage (from 3 to 6 years), to children up to 8 years of age.

2. The need, rationale and importance of this structural change which 
consists of the curricular integration, upward continuity, and a 

smooth transition across the two developmental sub-stages – i.e., 3 to 6 
years and 6 to 8 years.

3. The objectives, structure, and content of an age/developmentally 
appropriate and outcome-focused curriculum, within the 

Foundational stage. The interventions described have kept in mind the 
different innovative curricula used by the state such as the Chili Pilli, 
Chili Pilli Plus and Nali Kali for the primary stage of Education.

4. The rationale and curricular implications for the emphasis on play 
and discovery- based pedagogy that is required by the NCF (2022) 

for the Foundational stage.

5. The systemic reforms required - which describe the support to 
be provided to parents and community, support to teachers to 

deliver quality, the mechanisms that will be put in place for effective 
supervision, monitoring and mentoring, and providing appropriate 
service conditions for all functionaries.

6. Some basic principles or guidelines for adoption of a 
comprehensive and coordinated approach, from an immediate 

and medium- term perspective, at the state and sub state levels to make 
sure that the proposed reforms receive the attention, time and resources 
necessary for equitable and quality services for children.

The reforms will enable every child in the 3-8 age group to get the 
benefit of a cognitively and socio-emotionally stimulating, enriching and 
age-appropriate curriculum in the early years.

Karnataka to introduce 
Kindergarten classes  
in Anganwadis 

With the Chief 
Minister approving 
the upgrade 
of anganwadi 
centres, and the 
department has 
decided to provide 
children with 
uniforms, books, 
and bags through 
these centres. 
Additionally, a 
system will be 
established to issue 
transfer certificates 
(TCs) to students 
in the format of 
school transfer 
certificates. 

Anganwadis across 
Karnataka may soon 
introduce Lower 

Kindergarten (LKG) and 
Upper Kindergarten (UKG) 
classes. This move responds 
to increasing demand, 
especially in rural areas 
where many parents directly 
enrol children into first grade 
in government schools.

 Minister for Women 
and Child Development, 
Lakshmi Hebbalkar, 
announced this initiative last 
month (June) stating that 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
has approved the upgrade of 
all anganwadi centres in the 
state.

A committee of experts 
has been established to 
explore the feasibility 
of offering pre-primary 
education (LKG, UKG) in 
anganwadi centres across the 
state, except in the Kalyana 
Karnataka region.

The decision aims to 
ensure children receive 
quality education and 
nutritious meals.

With the Chief Minister 
approving the upgrade of 
anganwadi centres, and the 
department has decided 
to provide children with 
uniforms, books, and bags 
through these centres. 
Additionally, a system 
will be established to issue 
transfer certificates (TCs) 
to students in the format of 
school transfer certificates.  
Out of the 9,000 anganwadi 
teachers, 1,500 hold graduate 
degrees, while the rest have 
diplomas.
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