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Israeli
strikes Kill 15
in Gaza, 9in

West Bank

LS boosts military presence in region

Arab News Jr-cdnb

An Isracll airsirike on a

sChool sheltering displaced
persons in Gaza City Killed
at least 15 Palestinians on
saturday, hours after two
sirikes in the occupled
West Bank Killed nine
militants Including a local
Hamuas commander.

The bArst of two West Bank
girsirikes hil a wvehicle in @
town near the city of Tulkarm,
tarpeting a militant cell the
Israchi military said was on ils
WAy o carry ot an attack,

Harsas wald one of those killed
was a Comimander of is Tulkarm
bripades, while its ally Istamic
Jihad claimed the other foar
men who died in the strike as its
fizhiers.

Hours kter, a second airstrike
in the area targeted another
group af hphiers during an Isrpel|
radel in Tudkarm, Four peogle died
in that stnke, and Hamas sasd all
nine of those killed in the two
Israeli attacks in the West Bank
were lghiters,

In the Gaza Sinp, al least 15
people were Killed in the Israel
sirike on 4 school sheltering
displaced persons in Gaza City's
sheikh Radwan neighborbood.

Earlier, Isracli strikes in the
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-~ DATE FESTIVAL

The popular Burasdah
Dates Carnival is keeping its
momenium, with constant
purchasing and marketing of
maore than 50 date varictics. P4

- AFGHAN GIRLS

Barmed from schonls, some
Alghan garls turned (o online
classes, but they know remole

learming is not the real deal. P8

ARAMCO STRATEGY

Aramoo's robust infegrated
expansion strategy s helping to
drive forward the Saudi Vision
2050 diverstheation plan. PN

enclave killed six people in a
house in Rafah and two others in
Crazn Ciky.

At least 30550 Palestinians
have been killed in the lsraeli
military campalgen In Gicga

Iran’s Revolitonary  Guards
said Hamas' |eader smuail
Haniveh was slain in Tehran by
a short-range projectile with a
warhead of about 7 ke, and voseed
REVETT PEVEne,

The Pentagon saxd H  was
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i the Middle Ea=t to profect US
personnel amd defend lsrael

An  alrerafl | coarrder sirike
groiip b=d b the USS Abraham
Lincoln will replace one led by
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, the
Pentason said.

The 115 Embassy in Lebanon
encoiraged cilizens who wish
to leave o "book any Goket
available”

The British government called
o s cltizens in Lebanon o
“leave now?”

The Voice of a Changing Region

Baby
Joy lor
Jordan
Crrowvwn
prince,
Princess
Rajwa
Princess Kajwa
Al-Hussein of
Jordan and Crown
Frince Hussemn
bin Abdullah
wielcomed thelr fnsi

child, a baby girl ik
ol saturday. hing
Abdullah said

the armival of his
granddaughter

has enlightened

the family. Queern
Rania congratulatec
the couple.
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SOMALIA CARNAGE

37 dead as Al-Shabab attacks busy beach

Survivors in Mogadishu say suicide bomber, sunmen ‘intended to kill everyone

AFP Lo

A Al-Shabab suicide bombser
and punmen attacked a busy
beach in the Somali capital
Mozadishu killing 37 people and
wounding scores more, officials
silel on Satupday, 1n one ol 1T
deadliest strikes in the Easf
African country in months,

The Al-Qaeda-linked terror-
psts have been waging an insur-
grncy against the internationally

backed federal povermmend
for more than 17 vears and
have previoosly fargeled the

Lido beach area, popular with
business people and govern
myent memhers.

survivars af Frdavs  assauli
dhesrpribe] how fedloawing: the hilkasi
gunmen stormed onto the beach
intending o "kill evervone they
could,” with graphic video shared
onlire immediately after showing
bloodicd bodies on the sand

GLAMOUR

“The owverall number of the
dlesd peaple we confirmed s 37"
somall Health Mimester Al Hagn
Addam said

Eleven people are in infensive
care units, a further 4 people
remain in hospdial with woundds,
while 137 people with light
ijuries had been discharged

after MCeIvIing treatment,
hie said.
The assanlt, fo which

Al-Shababclaimed responsibility

in a posl onm a pro-Shabak
wehslte, began late on Friday
when il sucicke  bomber
detonated a device and punmen
stormed the area.

Dfficer Mohamed Omar said
that members of the group had
“shot clvilians randomby”

He saiwd secunty forces had
eided the attack and killed five
eunmen, while a sixth member
of the group “hiew himsell (up)
at the beach”

Saudi beauty influencer inspiring men to sparkle

Ali Majed has almost 600,000 followers on TikTok and is an ambassador for Sephora

Rmhaf Jambsl -0 o

A Saudi makeup artist with a gift
for glamour is using his Frowing
social media presence to inspine
peaple across the region,

All Majed has almost G000
fodlowrers on TikTok and is an
ambassador for French beaaty
products retailer Sephora.

“T've alwavz had a
for Beauly, [or as long s 1 can
remember,” b told Arab News,

“Even when 1 chidm't  quite
realize i by, because I was

[ al==aLIrl

g0 young, | knew there was
something about this world of
creativity and glamour that was
calling out to me”

Majed is one of a number of
el maklng
waves in the beauty  indistry,
His mmterest was pigqued by the
boom in social media coverage
that started around seven or eighl
VEArs agno,

“That was the time where
makeop content  had
mate s way  onto
fnAaln=dream s dinl

men Wio are

a beauty leader in his
own right, with manmy
olher content creators
complimenting him and
citing him as an
inspiration.

= Though his

“ newfound
Fame still leaves
b a livile

surprised.

media, planting its feet frmly
into the ground, annoancing that
it was here to stay,” he sacl

“] have obeerved and
bearmved from Bassam Fattouh,
Fady Khataya,
Mohammed Hindash and many
more,” hie sad.

Now working on his own
beanty range, Majed said he was
armazed at the impact his content
hadd had on peogle,

"A fan recognized me and
axked for a |_I|i|'|1I.I:I'. [ was
thrlled that someone wanted Lo

Issarn Majed,

Lake o salle with mee, as I dicln
realize that was something that
could happen.”
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Asa member of the International Chympic
Committes and the women and gender
committes, 1 am a frm supporter of the

protection and salemerding of women insport.

Princess Reema bint Bandar
Qoo ambasadarn ta tha LS

RSA

foday

.
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Riyadh
hingdom of art

The aninizal Prince Fadsal hin Fahd
Arts Hall exhibition features works
Fromm 28 Saudi and Saudi-based
artists that explore the Kingdom's
evalving visial landscapes and the
chmamic relatbonesddp between peo-
ple and their urban environments,
More detakls on miskarimstiiuteorg,

duddnﬁ
Marriage story

A voung coupde (Shorouk and
Farouk) exposed to a crasis and a
counscior with an interest im Al —
“Artificial Marriage” is the new play
thut beaves audiences with plenty o
think about, Book tickets ai engov.sa,
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AlUla

Zip line adventure

The AlULa Stairway will take
thnll-seekers up a £-meler
suspeencded ladder that ends with
A 150-mesler 2ip line descent mto
the canyon below. For more de-
tails, visit experniencealula.com.

Abha

Abseiling

Husaak's absetling adventure,
which is gulded by experienced
instrctons, & bocated 2,510
meters above sea level in the
Tanomah Mountains. For more
dhetails, wisit the Saudi Events app.
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andi Minister of Islamic AfTairs,

Dawah, and Guidance Dr. Ab«d-

ullatif bin Abdulaziz Al-Sheikh

chalired the H4h executive
councl meeting of the Conlerence of
Endowments and Islamic Affairs in the
Islamic World in Makkah on Saturday.

[ heRegister

THE FECTURES THAT MARK THE DAY

Attendees unanimously approved the
gEpendda for the three-day 9th Confer:
ence of Ministers of Awngaf and Islamic
Affairs In the countries of the Islamic
waorld, which runs antil Awg., 5, Ssuadl
Press Agency reported,

The conference title is; “The mole of

the Ministries of Islamic Affirs and
Awgal in promoting the principles
of moderation and consolidating the
valoes of moderation.”

The counscil also accepted an invita-
tion to hold its 15th meeting
in Moroceo,

t

l i ; (] .'! 'aTI'EI]dng Toclarys frof foprics evplained by Afshan Aziz

"‘DISHEARTENING'

Billie Eilisl

Finneas O'Connedl has
dhefended his slster, Bille
Eilish, after a TikTok user
aocsed her of singmg a
"prodatory™ verse on Chardi XCX's remix
of “Gess.”

The dispute ignited ondine when the
TikTok user criticized the lyrics, leading
to i wave of controversy.

Finneas addressed the accusation
chirectly by spdings “Its dishearteming
fo st myy saster bemg mismnterpreted in
such a way. Bilhe's verse on the remi
was crafted with creativity and artistic
mtent, mot malice™

Eilizh has vet to commest publicly on
the izsue, The situation underscores on-
poing discussions aboat Iyrical interpre-
tntion and artistic exXpression in music.

‘A TRUE WARRIOR

Imane Rhelif

q against Alperias Imane Ehe-
lif 1ny less than a mdnuaie, has
pubdicly apologized to her opponent,

Carini's statements post-fight fueled
mustnformation and consplracy (heores
about Khelil s gender identity and igndted
nghi-wing outrage over the mciusion of
transgender athletes in competitive sports.

In an interview with the talian publi-
catkon Gazzetia dello Sport, Carini sl
*T apeslogize 1o her and (o everyone. | was
angry, because my games had already
gone up in smoke. | have nothing agaimst
BEhelif and omn the condrary if 1
happened to meeet her again [
waotilhd gve her ahug”

The Algerian Olympic
Cammities has denounoed
the criticism directed
at Khefif, labeling the
attacks as " bascless™ and
“unethical”

KEhelif s determndnation
o compete at the ligh-
st leved despite the
adversity has garmerned
surpport finom vari-

[talian boxer Angela Carind,
who quit her Olvmpic bout

-

[

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

Arab Mews J=ddot
chesert can

ney, The meeting point for the

i3 15 the Andaz Capital

world-renowned chefs present-
ing theetr signature cishes bo Hood

onts quiarters, “Imane is a troe warnor,”
said a represemiative from the Algerian
Chympic Committee. “She has shown
retnarkahle reslfience and strength, and
wee stancl by her”

The Palestinian Olympic Committes
issued a amement expressing soldariiy
with the boxer, saiving they “strongly
cofiemn the unethical behavior target-
ing the distinpuished Algerian cham-
plon, Imane Khelif, by certain media
ouikeds with false propaganda™

Satacli sockal activist Muna AbuSulay-
muan also expressed support for [mane
Khelif saying: *The inspirational story
of how Imane, who comes from a maral
and poor background, fought =0 hard
bo get toowhere she s, over-
corming huge culiural and
religtous clullenges, only 1o

b hiemdlEed by Western

battles, has been infuriat-

imig for many of us” To many,
Ehelil s jourmey represents o
major breakthrough

i Algeria

Fowr woamen's spsorts

coammentators who are usinge
heer to fight their own gender

Todgys
Number

Sauchi Developreent and Recon-
streciEon Program [or Yemen's
“Arcess W Educatvon in Rural
Arcas” projoct will cniabde 150
wormen to obitain a diplom of

educathon i five rural areas of Ye-

e and expand the pool of gquali-

fied Female teachers, the SDRFY
reporied on X on Saturday.

WhosWho

Dr-Mohanmnad
Al-Suliman

r. Mohammad Al-
Stlitnan is the chief
execartive officer of the
Nutional Real Estate
Regstration Services Co,

He has cxperience acrnss
mumeroas leadership positions
spamng varsous seclors, iInchading
tedeoom, banlking and finance, and
mvestment aperations,

Al-Suliman specializes in organi-
zational transformation amd change
management and has achieved
full strategy amd business maode]
owverhauls throughout his career.

Prios to his new rode, Al-Subiman
servied as CEO of Najim lor
Insurance Seraces, leading the
company’s transformation and
digitalization pourney,

He also served as vice prest-
dent of corporate development
at the Saudi Tedecom Group. He
previously beld several leadership
posilions, mcluding vice president
of the operabons and support
services division at Arabian
securities:; director of business
systems development at Jadwa
Investment; bead of investment
eroup systems at Arab Naticmal
Rank: amnd severid other senbor-
bevee] positions in Ssudi Arahia,
Farwait and the TS

Al=-Suliman was awarded the 2020
Silicon Valley organization (SYUS
Awards) bronze medal for CEQ of
the vear calegory in e msuranoe
sector, and best CEC in the msur-
ance sector award by Infermational
Busimess Magaxine in 20020,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

® Enjoy the thrill of adune buggy  Gate Hotel, with the trip munning writers sharing their insights and Aug. 4

safar: at Nujum Desert Camp in from 5 pom. to M0 pom. For more culimary cxperts demonstrating Mukccah 2:93
Abu Dhabi, where you can specd details check visitabudhabiae. inmovative technigques, the fes-

across the sands and take in stun- tival is a celebration of all things Madinan 26
ning desert views, Afterward, & The Inaugural Jordan Inter- foaxd, Held at a site betwesn King Riyadh 3.E8
inchilge in a deboious dinmer fea- matkonal Food Festival features Hussein Business Park and the

tunng Emarat chishes at thecamp, adiverse array of events daily, Ring Hussein Medical City untal Abhwa 4: 2
blending adventure and culinary catering to foodies, familics, Aug. 11, For mare information ST 340
dedights for an unforgettable jour-  and frend growps alike. From visit jiff jo.
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Social media platforms have not been
very good at avolding censorship
o curbing hate speech and
disinformation about the waron Gaes,
Modin Mashif

Fouiidar atdd dF Do of

7wl

Gabriele Malvisl L cndon

Tech glant Meta recently
announced it would start
removing social media
posts that use the term
*Zlondst” in contexis
where I refers to Jewish
people and Israelis
rather than representing
supporters of the political
movement, in an effort to
curb antisemitism on its

platforms.

Facebook and  Instagram's
parent company previowshy said
it would lift its blanket ban on
the single most moderated term
across all of Meta's platforms

“shaheced,” or "martvr” in
English after a year-long
review by its oversizht hoard
found the approach was
“overbroad.”

similarly, TikTok, X, and
Telegram have long promised
to step up efforts to curb hate
specch and the spread of disin-
formation on thewr platforms
against the bachdrop of the
DnEning war in Gaza.

These initiatives are intemnded
to create a safer, less toxic
online environment. However,
as  experts have consistently
pointed oul, these efforts often
fall short, resulting in emply
promises and a worrving trend
toward censarship,

“In short, sovial media
platforms have not been very
good at avoiding censorship or
curbing hate speech and disin-
formation about the war on
Gaza,” Nadim Nashil, founder
and director of Yamieh, a digital
rights and human rights activist
group for Palestinians, tald
Arab News,

“Throughout the oconflict,
censorship andl aAccount
takedowns have jeopardized
eflorts 1o ||-|||_'|||1||*r|l_ ||-|1-I|'|-|'-
ground human rnghts violations
as well”

Naghif says hate speech and
incitement to violence rermain
'|T:||:r'|]1:||:|I:_"]|:||'Ii-:'|||.|.|r|_l.'||-|1 MMerr's
platforms and X, where antise-
mitlc and Islamophobic content
Croaib i es "11:.'-.|.|r|*4||:i '.'l."i|_|.-|'|:|.'."

Snce the Oct, 7 Hamas-led
attack that sparked the conflict
in (zaza, social media has been
inundated with content related
o the war. In IELAny inslances
It has served as a window mto
the ecvents unfolding in the
region and has become a vital
source of real-time news  and
accountability,

Despite this Aood of content,
none of the social media
platforms have publichy outlined
policies designed o mitigate
hate speech and mellement
to violence in relation to the
conflict.

Instexd, these platforms are
awash with war propaganda,
genocidal  statements, explicit
calls to violence, and racist haie
speech,

Mair and
right: Activists

aCousa soolal
medla glants

of censoring '
posts, Inchuding r
those providing

evidenca of

ibusmen In Gaka
Tl InusEna g

"Historically, platforms have
been very bad at moderating
content aksout [srael and Pales-
tnee,” sald Nashil, = Throughout
the war on Gaza, amnd the
ongmng plausihle genocide, this
has simply been exacerhated”

A report by Human Rights
Watch titled “Meta’s Broken
Promises,” published in
December, accused the firm of
“systematic online censorship™
and "inconsistent and opague
application of its policies”
and practices that have been
silencing voices in  support
of Palestine amnd Palestinian
human righis.

The report added that Meta's
hehiavior “fails o meel jis
human rights diue diligence
responsibilities” doe to years-
long failed promiscs to address
its “overbroad crackdowns”

Jacoh Mukherjee, convenor
of the political communications
MA propram at Goldsmiths,
University of London, told Arab
News: "I'm not sure (o wha
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

GAZA CONFLICT

Social media under fire

Meta, Tik'Tok, X and Telegram promise a less toxic online environment — but the process lacks transparency

extent you can really even call
them efforts to stop censorship.

“Meta promised to conduct
various reviews — which, ||].'
the way, it has heen promising
far a good couple of yvears now
since the last upsurge in the
Isracl-Palestine conflict in 2021

before Oct. 7 last vear.

“But as far as | can see, not 4
ereat deal has changed, substan-
takly speaking. They
had 1o respond Lo suggestions

have

that they*ve been engaged in
censorship, of course, but that's
mainky been a PR eflfort in my
View.”

Between Dictoher and
November 20023, Human Rights
Watch documented more
than 1050 takedowns and
other suppressions of content
on  Instagram and Facebook
posted by Palestinians and thelr
supporters, including content
about human rights abuses.

Of these, 10492 involved
peaceful content in support of
Palestine that was censored or
otherwise unduly suppressed,
while omne case nvalved the
removial of content in support
o 1srael.

However, censorship appears
1o b anly part of the issae,

Tamleh’s violence indicator,
which monitors real-time data
onn viedent content in Hebrew
and Arabic on secial media, has
recorded more than 8.6 million
pieces of such content since the
conflict began.

Nashil savs the proliferation
o violent and harmiul content

Binca the

Ay apas

is largely due to msufficient
investment in moderation.

This which has
primarily targeted Palestinians
onm Faccbook and Instapram,
wias used by South Africa as
evidence in its case against
1srael at the International Court
o Fustpce

Meta is not alone in bearing
responsthility for what has heen
described by South  Alrica’s
fawyers as the Arst genocide
livestreamed to mobile phones,
computers, amd television
SCTECEEs.

During the fird days of the
Israel-Hamas war, X owner Elon
Musk himself interacted with
misleading videos published on
his platform.

Sinee then, Musk haz also
explicitly  endorsed accounts
known to share false informma-

ten  and

content,

EXprees

antisemitic and  Islamophobic
remarks, amplifving the reach
of problematic content on a
platform that has notoriously
sirugeled with content modera-
ton since his takeover in 2022,

“One of the mapor issues with
current content moderation
systems 15 4 lack of transpar-
ency,” sald Nashif.

“When i comes ta Al the
platforms do not release clear
andl fransparent informa-
Uon aboul when and how Al
syeslems are implemented in the
content moderation  process,
Policies are often opague and
allow a great deal of leeway for
the platforms to do as they see
fit."

For Mukherjee, the issuc is
such moderation is happening
behind a  smoke screen,
requiring these companics to
adopt a “balanced™ approach
between palitical pressure and
HIIIJIII.IE.EJIIE ||1|.'
and desires of the user base,”

He said: *These Al tools can
find of be used to insulate the
real power holders, Le, the
peaple that run the plaiforms,
from criticism and account-
ability, which is a real problem.

“These platforms are private
monopolies that are essentially
responsible for regulating an
important part of the political
public sphere.

“Im  oiher thev're
helping (o shape and regulate
the arena in which conversa-
tions happen, in which people
form their opinions, from which
politicians feel the pressure of
public opinion, and yvet they are
compielely unaccountable,”™

Although there have been
examples of pro-Palestinian
content being censored,  as
reveidled by Arab News in
October, these platforms made
clear, well before the Gaza
conflict, that it is ultimately nod
in their mnferest o take down
content from their platforms.

“These platforms are ot made
for reasons of public interest
or in orcker (o ensure that we
have an informed and educated
populace thats exposed to a
range of perspectives and s
equipped to properly make
decisions and form opinions.”
said Mukherjee.

“The fact (s} that the
models  actually
winl there 1o be lols of
content  amed il that's
pro-Falestine content,
then =0 be it It's

ks HERTRT L

wiardls,

BLsiness

ultimately still
retling eyvehalls
amnd  engagement

om the platform,
and content thad
provokes strong
sentiment, to
wae the indus-
ITY's Terms, gets
ERngagement,
amnd that means
data and thal
MH=ATS mEOThey,”
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Tha Burnkdah Datos Cornival s expected to display the produce of more than 11.2 millllon palm trees. SH5

SWEET BUSINESS

Buraidah Dates
Carnival in full swing

New digital platform boosts sales management

Arab Mews Ryadh

The popular Buraldah
Dates Carnival is keeping
its momentum, with
constant purchasing and

marketing of more than
50 date varietles.

The event has attracted a signifi-
cant number of farmerss and
traders to this city renowmned For
its date production, the Saudi
Press Agency reporied,

Sukkari dates remain a popidlar
chowe among buyers, with
prices ranging from SE30 (58] to
SRI100 for a 3 kg package. Other
date varieties, Including sagal,
wianan, kKhalas, amd red suklkiri,
are priced competitively based
om cpuality,

The 5Sl-day carnival, which
starfed on Aug. 1, 15 cxpected to
display the produce of more than
11.2 million palm trees.

In additbon to the market-

place, the event inclodes a

range o cultural, awaremness-
raising, social and entertainment
programs, starting in September.

The carnival in Buraidah will
receive more than 2,000 vehicles
daily, loaded with hundreds of

HIGHLIGHT

The number of palm trees

in the Kingdom sxceeds 34
milllion, distributed across all
regions, with the Qassim region
accounting for 11.2 million

palm trees, Date production in

Qassim amowunts to more than
528,000 tonnes, reprasenting

about 35 parcant of the
Kingdom's date production
of 1.6 million tonnes.

tonnes af dates, More than 4,300
voung men and women will
participate in various fields.

The National Center for Palms
and Dates |8 overseelng the

carnival n cooperation with the

Ministry of Environment, Water
and Agriculture. The center
and the ministry also launched
a digital system to iImprove the
quality, efficiency amd =zales
management of the carnival,

Consisting of two sections thal
align with agmoulture regula-
tions and public benefit market
rules, the syvsiem covers broker-
farmer contracts, date supply,
auctions, sales and fAnancial
settlements, as well as broker-
buver comiracts, awctions, sales
ard payments,

The digital platform  offers
strcamlined s=ales tracking,
robust ocontral, ftransaction
security, rapkd data
transparent contract documen-
tation, protection of the rights
of farmers, brokers amd buyers,
innovative sales  approaches,
revitalized date markets,
investor attraction, job creation,
and the possibility to develop
financial solutlons in partmer-
ship with relevant agencies

AR

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Over 300 publishers enrichvisitors’

experience at Madinah Book Fair

Arnb Mews Mordnah

The third Madinah Book Fair is
experiencing a high turnoud ol
visitors cager o cxplore Arab
and international publications,
the Saudi Press Apency reported.
More than 300 Arab and inter-
national publishing houses and
agencies are participating in the
event, which s organlzed by
the Literature, Publishing and
Translation Commission, and
showcases a wide range of publi-
catlons over 200 pavillons.
Maohwmmed Alwan, CEO of
the commission, emphasized the
fairs significance m shovwcasing
Madinahs culiural  hemtage
and its contribution to culture,

enhancing the Kingdom's position
in the publishing industry.

Alwan sail the fair aims to
foster "a culture of reading and
showcase Sawdi writers and
creators while attracting proomi-
nent writers and publishers from
around the world”

The Year of the Camel initiative

HIGHLIGHT

Visitors can attend seminars,
poetry evenings, discussion
groups, workshops, and
activitios. A dedicated
area for children offers
educational and skill-based
activities and workshops.

hizhlights camels® historncal
and culiural significance in the
Arabian Peninsula, Organized
by the Ministry of Calture, the
pavilion offers educational
content on  camels' uunigque
characteristics, historécal signifi-
cance, and ceconomic value,

The Sandi Ministry of [slamic
Affairs 158 showcasing  its
electronic applications through
smart  devices,  Visilors  can
experience Hall amd Umrah
virtually using 30 technology at
the ministry's booth.

The fatr runs daily until Aug.
5 at the King Salman Interna-
tional Convention and Exhobi-
tonm Center from 2 pom. until
midnight.

T heSpace
&® Why Saudi Arabia

is gearing up for
electronic games

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

Saudi Arabia has wveiled
its Mational QGaming and
Esports Strategy, marking the
beginning of a new ara toward
leading the sactor worldwide by
making the Kingdom a glohal
hub for esports by 2030,

Saudi Arabia's foous an

electronic games aligns with
its ambiticus Vision 20320 goals
and objectives to diversify

the Kingdom's acononyy away
froem ail. It is expected that the
alectronic games ndustry will
contribute SRSO0 billon ($13.3
billion) to the Kingdom's non-oil
GOP and create 38,000 new
job epportunites for Saodi
nathonals by 2030.

The Matlonal Gaming and Esports Strategy
includes three man objectives: to have a
direct impact on Saudi citizens, the private
sectior, and fans and professionals of games
and esports arcund the workd, Additonally, it
is axpectad to ralss the quality of life in the

audi Arabia hosted its debut Esport
World Cup in Riyadh in July with a
prize pool of over $60 million = the
largest in the history of elactronio
games. The prize was divided into
four categories: game championships ($33
milllion), player bounties ($1 million), qualifiers
|$7 milllon), and a cross-game compaeatitive
format alub shampionship ($20 milkon).

W o
The Natlonal Gaming
and Esports Sirategy
is expected (o raise
the quality of life
in the hingdom by
improving player
expiericnces, providing
new entertainment
opportunities, and
creating a foundational
environment for
developing national
competencies,

Kingdam by improving player experiances,

:|:|r-|;|l.rI|:inE new antertainmant apportunities,
and creating a foundational envirenment For

-:Iu'ulu-l-np-inﬂ; national :-:mp-ul:-un:-l-u:l.

Finally, the strategy aims to enhance the
Kingdom's position on the international stage
I:|:|r FII'I:I!;'LII:'-II'IE more than 30 t-tlmpl:ll.'il'i'l.r-u Fames
globally in Saudi studios and for it to become
ong of the top three countries for the number
of professional esports players.

Saud| Arabia intends te implamant the
strategy through 86 initiatives covering the

entire value chain, managed
by more than 20 government
and private entities.

Among the inititatives the
strategy intends to focus
on are launching business
Incubators, hosting major
avants for gaming and
esports, establishing
sducational academies,
and developing stimulating
regulations to kaep pace with
the rapid growth in this sector,

The Saudi government
recognizes the importance
of esports internaticnally,
papeclally slectronic games,
as asports in general
and electronic gaming, In

particular, are fast-growlng Industriea.

Saudi Arahia |s gearing up to transfarm
electronioc games from merely a pastime to an
imdustry that will support the Kingdom's non=
oil GDP economic growth and its endeavor to
diversify its economy away from oll.

Tt Fak Hn'or | an scormet angd Nreanolsy prakesl T Tt Halfte
For full version kg on bo www mbnes s com S Heusp s
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Bosarcer: karubal g

Business growth
L-commeree

Week tosupport
enireprenenrs

The Small and Mediem
Enterprises General Authority
[(Monsha'at) will launch its
E~commerce Week on Sunday,
with more than 40 public and
private enfithes participating.
The evenit aimes [ introduce
entrepreneurs (o the
importance of c-commeerce and
its impact on small and medinom
enterprises. [ will proside a
platform for communication
and exchange of experiences.
The week's activities will
include mestings, panel
di=scussions, and exhibition
booths where companies can

present their services and
inltlatives. SPA Riyadh

[= ]
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THE BEST QF THE REST
Border control Humanitarian efforts
hingdom arrests  KSrelielaids
21019 illegals families in Yemen,
in one week Jordan, Sudan

Sanchi autharities arrested
21 CHD peapde In one wWeek for
breaching residency, work and
horder security repulations.

A total of 13,2908 people
were armested for violations of
resiclency liws, while 5,177 were
hizld over tkegal border crossing
attempts, and a further 2,663 for
labwor-related issmes.

The Ministiy of Interbor
eajd that anvomne found to
he facilitating illegal entry
i the Kingdom could face
imprisonneent fora maximum
of L5 vears, a fme of up o SKI
miillion (S260,.000), as well as
confiscation of vehicles and
property. SPA Riyadh

Sauchi aicl agency Rarelied
provided shelter bags amd
tents to 2l families in the
Al-Abr district of Hadramoat
governorate n Yemen

Ackditionally, 1,41 food
laskets were distributed in
Hadibu and Qalansivah districts
of Socotra governorate, and
2 113 food haskets were given
in Al-Khokha amnd Havs districes
of Hodeddah governorate.

In Jordan, KSrelief clinics
affered medcal services to
011 peapde at the Zantari camp
for Syrian refugees, In Swdan,
BSrelicf distributed SO0 food
haskets to displaced families in

sedaref state. SPA Riyadh

‘ Fallow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews



AKAB NEWS Sunday, August 4, 2024

News Saudi Arabia

CHALLENGING NORMS

Beautiful
boy: Saudi
influencer
Jjust wants
to Ispire

Tve always had a passion for
beauty,” Tik Toker Ali Majed says

known brands firom around the
reEHan

Rahaf Jambl Fiysodn

A Saudl makeup artist
with a gift for glamour is
hoping (o use his growing
social media presence to
inspire men and women
across Lhe reglon.

"T've alwavs had a passion
for beauty, for as long as 1 can
remember;” Majed told Arab
Mesys

"Even when 1 didn’t guite
realize it fully, because [ was
s young, I knew there was
somthing absout this world of
creativily and glamowr thal was
calling out to me"

When he 158 nol promoting
sephora products, Majed spernds

his e waorking on a ranges of

hiks o,

“My brand came about as a
resili | Y constant |'-.:-||!-:'!||]||.|.-
ticai of how [ could support other
asparing beauty enthusiasts, not
just in the region, but globally.

“If there's anything 1 can do to
make somenmne fee] less alone
and empewer them Lo prirsue
thear dreams, I'I work on that

mmediately,”

Majed is one of a number of
Saudi men who are making
wives in the beauty industry.
He sakd his interest was pegueed
by the boom in social media
coverage thal slarted anoand
seven or eight yvears ago.,

“That was the time where
makeup content had made its

Wil Ot WEnSIreanm soc il

All Maped has almost G00,000
followers on TikTok and has
been an ambassador for French
beauty products retailer Sephora
Rifpce N

Diespite his links 1o one of the
etants of the industey, his online
content regularly features lesser

Saudi heavy metal band makes history

. - - Saudi ey matal
Salehl Fareed oot band Wasted Land
_ _ . Ebiiets il FIALLROR
Saudi rockers Wasted Land made first te parform
history on Saturday, when they s wacksn Open
e e Dirst band fmom the Alr in Gormany
KHingdom to appear at Wacken _""'"?“"'“""'“"'
=T eiEC]

Open Air 2024, the workd's
biggest heavy metal festival

Vocalist Emad Mujallicd, guitar-
ists  Avman  Al-Ghamdi  and
Ahmed Khoja, bassist Mahmeoud
Al-Tayeh anl chrueETeT
Tameem raised] the
sauch Hag as they took to the
stape amd launched o ther
pounding set.

Jeddals
e T1Eeral

[Tedmi

frerman Consakl-
Eltle  Aderhaold

a crowd of heavy metal funs Gat)

wiks  the biggest metal festival in the

Among the croavd of thowsanicds of warld ... and on tap of that, vou're
headbangzing metalheads from all — officially representing . Sawuds
over the world. Arabia ... it was really a different

“Blanding onstage, plaving to  experience  amd  anforgettable

media, planting s lecl hrmly
into the ground, announcing that
it was here to stay. And 1 enpoyed
every secomd of it e said

In 2022 Maged jomed the
Sephora Squad, a program for
beauty content creators in the
Middle East.

"Is sale (o say thal Ot has
taught me a tremendous amount
of thing= about my job, whether
it bse the behind the scenes of the
beauty indusiry or the influencer

world and how to navigate thal
space as well”™

To those hoping to follow in
hiz footsteps, Majed said it is
all abowt belng happy in what
VOl Clo,

"Make =ure this 15 something
thatl vou're 1o ||||.|'_l. ||-:|.~:-.i-::-||:|.||'
aboul, bul alse something that
sparks jJoyv in youl,” he said,

“It's one thing to be ncredibly
interested in a certain field, for
whatever reason, but when thai

KINGS OF ROCK

moanent " Al-Ghamdl told Arah
News from the small town of
Wacken mn northerm Germany
“Alter 20 years, the chance to
play the bipgest metal festival
the workd was a once-in-a-ldetime

§ -
"h" 5 4 ai

"—lJI
r -
= - .' i ]
ikt XY

5
1,

apportunity.”
The band ewrned the righi
i play alter seemg off Lhe

challenge of five other groups
Wikrken Metial Bantde
Easit 2024 1 Jeddah

i WiN

Mickedle

plerest s supplemented by a
feeling of Tulfillment and hapgsi-
ness, that is what will make
Vol unstoppakble.”

Majed said he ook his inspl-
ralion from Cthe hrst Saudh men
fo put themselves forward as
bty ambassadors,
ifeh
fearmesd from Bassam Fattouh,
Fady Ehataya, I=ssam Majed,
Mohammed Hindash and many
more,.” he sadd.,

“1 hiaye nbetpvecd

HIGH
LIGHTS

s Ali Majed
has almost
| B00,000
followers on
TikTok and
has bean an
ambassadaor
for French
beauty
products
retailes

Sephora since
20232

= Majod's
interest was
piqued by
the boom in
social madia

coverage that
started around

REVEMN Or i:ight
yEars ago.

#® His online

content
regularly
features lessar
known brands
from around
the region.

Eomaity
imfluoncor Ak
Majed soys

hiia warts to
‘support othor
anpinnp heauty
anthuyscants
rupnled
“These RN
plionecrs in  thoir ownm  way,
masiers of their signature
techniques and also inspirations
i many more like them within
the region.”

These days, Majed] is a beauty
beader in his own right, with
many other content
complimenting him and citing
him as an inspiration. Though
his newfound fame still leaves
Il a little surprised,

IE1ET] Wit

Crelors

at German festival

We're pronnd that we gave
our all and represented
sSaundi Arabia at the biggest

e tal Festival in the workd.
Aymarn Al-Gharmsdl

Was el Laral prattansl

in May, Describing what it was
lke to perform in front of such
a hiz crowd, Al-Ghamdi said
“It wiet a mix of excitement
1 5T e anel |||'||:E-e'. [ was
overwhelming at firsy bual once
we g to the stagpe things gol
easy for us.

“We performed amd enjoyed
ol st 10 the best that we coagld
and we didnt expect the positive
reactions we received from those
whio we didnt know:

"Many of them

WrETe  Very

staprised that we are from Saadi
Arabia ... they really showed us
their support and we're really,
really grateful for that,”

sandt Arabla 18 ool Bnown as
a hotbed for heavy metal, so (o
play at Wacken was an “honor”™
for Wasied Land and a chance to
“showvcase what Saudi Arabia has
to offfcr” Al-Ghamdh said.

“After plaving at Wacken
Dpen Aldr, even though we didn’t
WM, Wy are ',.'_1'.|I4':I'||:| JUESL 1o brave
plaved there, We're proasd thal
we gave our all and represented
Sawdi Arabia at the biggest metal
festival in the world”

The 20024 Testival lineup also
imcleded The Scorpions, Amon
Amarth, In  Extrems, Blind
Graardian ancd Beast Black, AAHINE

e g
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Thousands of

Moroccans protest _

after Hamas
leader’s Killing

AFP Rabal

Thowsinds of Mormoecans profesied
in Rabat on Saturday in support of
FPalestrmians and o condemn normmal-
ization with Isracl, holding portrans
of killed Hamas leader lsmai
Hankveh, AFP joumalists reporte,

Hamas called For o “day of rage”
ot Fricay for the bunal of its chsef
[=mail Haniyeh, killed two days
earlier in a sirike in ran which the
[slarmdst movement amnd Tehran
have hlamed on Istael.

Waving Palestinian  flazs, and
brandishing péciures of Hanbyeh
and a cardboard coffin adormed
with hi= image, thousands of peoghe
marched to the pariamend building
with black and white keffivel
searves, which are symbaols of the
Palestinian cause, draped across
their shoalders,

“Greetings from Kabat o our
Crazan fmends and to the Al-Qassam
(Brgadiesl” the crowd chantexd,
refeming o the armed wing of

Himas,

“The people want the end of
normabization” they also chamted,
3 message also camied on their
pacamds, the AFP joumalists
reported.

Some in the crowd bumit an
Israedi fag, the jourmalists sow

“Ismiall Haniveh was a lesder
of Palestine, he is a symbod that
motvates us o protest,”  saxd
Halima Hilaki, 6.

The war in Gaza “is a shame for
lurnearity,” she added,

Nahil Nasseri, 42, who traveled
from the nedghboring city of Sale, sxid,
“Deminsirating Is the kast we can
el o help our Palestmian brothers, [
think all Muslims shoulkd doit.”

"We cannot have relations with a
gronrp of criminals, we wani the exxd
oof Pelatbones™ with Tsrael, he added.

The rally was ongantzed by the
National Action Group for Pabes:
tine, which brings together leftist
erops and the Iskunist Justice and
Diesvelopment Party,

+.Hi.~ -

o

Moroccan demanstratons take part bnoa rally in Rabat on Saburday, protesting leranl's killing of Hamas lader lamadl Hanlysh in lrn, AFF

since the beginning of the
(zaza war on Oct, 7, sparked by
an  unprecedented  Hamias-led
attack on southern lsrael, severl
large demonstrations have taken
place in Morocoo calling for the
end of normalization, while open
opposition to ciplomatic ties had

REGIONAL TENSION

Ismail Haniyeh was

a leader of Palestine.
He is a symbol that
motivates us o protest.

previously been limited.

Moroooo  established official
thes i Israel I 20020 as part of the
US-led Abraham Accords,

Moroooo has  officially  called
for “the mmmediate, complete and
permanent halt to the Israeh war
on Gam,” but has not poblicly

Foreign embassies in Lebanon
step up security measures

Egypt FM pledges to support Lebanon in ‘confronting the threats surrounding it

Majla Houssnrl Hobut

Forelgn embassies in
Lebanon continued to take
pl‘ﬂfﬂ“ﬂl‘ll‘lll’}']‘lﬂill‘l‘l’i
on Saturday amid fears of
all-out war between Israel
and Hezbollah.

Egvptlan  Forelgn  Mindster
Badr Abdelatty expressesd  his
countrys “deep concern  over
the dangerous escalation” in the
region in a4 phone call with his
Lebanese counterpart Abdallah
Fou Hakab, Abcelatty confirmed
Egvpts support for Lebanon
in  “confronting  the threats
surrounding " the Egyplian
Foreign Ministry sakd in a state-
mant on Saturday.

The Egyptian statement came
a8 the US and UK wurged thedr
citizens i Lebanon to leave the
country immechatedy,

Despite flight suspensions
and cancelations, “"commercial
transportation options o |eave
Lebanon remain available,” the
L5 Embassy said.

British Foreign Secretary David
Lamimy sakl tensions “are high,
and the situation could deterio-
rate rapadiy”

The Swedish Embassy recenily
announced that it would relocate
s =all 1o Cyprs e fo security
COMCEImE

In light of
femsion,
canceded o

the escalating
alrline=  have
extended  the

several

Sy =,

FASTFACT

Flights to Baeirut by Air
France and low-cost carrier
Transavla France will ramain
suspanded until at least
Tuesday, but Tel Aviv-bound
ﬂigh'l':l- oontinue as normal,

their parent company said,

suspension of their ights to
Beirut. The Netherlands' Trans-
avia Alrlines extended the
supspension of its flights o and
[rom Beirul until Tuesday, as
oed Alr Framce, Buwait Alrways

A

EBmicke rises after an leracll alr rald In sowutherm Lebanon. SFF

.

will suspend fights 1o and from
Beirut starting Monday,

The Isracli army resamed
its assassinations of Hezbaollah
members in southern Lebanon
and on the Beout-Damascus
road om Saturday, ax  lsrael
awails  Hezbollah's  respaonse
i the killing of its top military
commanider, Fuad Shuokr, on
Tuesday.

One  Israeli raid targeted a
resicbential bullding in Belrmat’s
sonithern suburbs, killing seven
civilians and an Isracli mulitary
drone targeted & ik on Tvies
Al-Bazurivya road, setling it

on fire and killing its driver.
Hezhollah ddemtlfied the victim as
Nazih Absedd Ali from the southem
villzgge of Aitit. The wvictim was
reportedly  the boother of a
paramedic — Mahmoud Abed
All — who rushed to the aftack
site. Videos circulating on social
media showed Mahmowd at the
site, a few Rilometers from Adtin,
saving that “crving is forbidden™
and that he would collect the
remiins of his brother, "who is a
father of three™

The Publie Health Emergency
Operations Center confirmed
that the attack killed one person
anch injured two odhers,

A [ew hours bter, the Syrian
Observatory announced  the
death of a person in an Isracl
raid that targeted a car on the
Ixamrascus-Beimut road
expanded  its
hostilities toward the Lebanese-
svrim borders om Friday night
and Saturday moming.  Tsrael
warpdanes targeted the surrouncd-
ings of Al-Qusayr and the military
Al-Dabaa airport.

lsraell forces also raided the
Matraba crossing — an Hlegal
choess=ing wsed] by Hezbollah to
transport trucks and members
from Lebanon to Syria amd vice
VEISA.

Ierae]l also tarpeted a treck
convoy in the swrroundings of the
Hosh Al-Sayvid Al area, killing a
syrian driver, according to AFP.

Isroeeli shielling: targpeting houses

Tl alscs

i [rontier villages including Ralb
Al-Thalathin, Houla, Tayr Harfa.
Aita Al-Shaab, and Mavs Al-Jabal
bed to destruction of property but
o further casanlibe=s.

Hezbollah, meanwhile,
salcd they had targeted Ismach
military positions with missiles
including  "“the Al-Assi site,
the Al-Summacgah site In the
occupied  Klarshuba  Hills,
military force m the Avivim
settiement, and a bullding used
by Israeclh sobliers in the Mattal
setticment.”

Hezbollah  Secretary-General
Hassan MNasrallah  vowed at
shukrs funeral o take “decisive
aclion™ and  warned  Israels
that they would be “keft in tears

instead of laughter™
Multiple security  sources
reported that Hezbollash  had

evacuated sites in the southern
saburbs of Beirut, incleding
horoes  Inhablted bw party
officials, as a  precaotiona
T AsTre,

Since the commencement of
hostilities on Oct. 8, the tofal
number of casualties among
Hezbollah, its allies, and civil-
gans, both  Lebanese  and
non-Lebanese, is 521

Israeli  media on Satunday
reporied an “unusual ncedent
in northern Israel, specihcally in
the settlement of Liman in Upper
CGralilee, where a man attetnpied
fer Infilirate inlo Lehanon™ The
man’s identity was not disclosed,

disrussed undoing normalization

Hamas amwd Tehran  have
promised 1o avenge the death of
Hamiyeh, who was in Iran for the
mauguration of the country’s new
president. raising fears of a flare-up
in the region amid the war in the
Craza Strip,

DEFIANGCE

Iran

expects
Hezbollah

to hit deeper
inside

Israel’

AFP Tebean

Iran kKl on Saturday if expects
Lebanon’s Hezbollah group fo hit
deeper mside Tsrael and no bonger
b comfmned o malstary Gargets aller
Israel Killed the Hezbollah mdlikary
codmmancer.

Hexbollah has been exchanging
near-clally fise with Israell forces,
savimge it B2 farpeting  malitan
posthions over the bomker, smoe its
Palestmian olly Haomas atinckexd
lsrael on Ot 7, sparking war i Gaza

Bt a strike claimed by 1srael in
an ewvererosveled residentlal area o
sourth Beirut changed the caleulus,
Tran’s milssion to the TN said.

“We  expect Hezbollal o
choose more targets and [stike)
deeper I iis response,” said the
mission quoted by the IRNA news
AZETICY,

“Secondly, that it will mod Hemit its
response to military tarets”

The sinke on Tuesday lkilled
Hezhaollah commander Fuad Shukr.
According o0 Lebanen Health
Ministry, Ave civilians three
woment and two children — also
iliecl.

Tsrael said Shulkr was resgsotgdhle
for rocket fire that Kalled 12 vouths
in the annexed Geolan Hetghs, and
had directed Hezbollah's attacks on
Israel since the Gaz war began.

“Hezhollah  amd  the  {Israell
regime had observed cerain lines,”
mchading mting strikes (o border
areas and militry Gopets, Trans
Inission saicl,
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GRAVE SITUATION

US warns Sudan famine is on
pace to be deadliest in decades

Ceasefire is the only way to reverse humanitarian catastrophe, WEP director says

AP 'Washlingtan

The newly confirmed
famine at one of the
sprawling camps for
war-displaced people in
Sudan’s Darfur region is
growing uncontrolled as
the conuntry’s combatants
block aid, and it threatens
Lo grow bigeer amd
deadlier than the world's
last major famine 15
vears ago, US officials
have warned.

The US Apency [or Infemmationad
Development, the TN World Food

Frogramme and other mdependent
and  government  houmandiarian

agenckes  were  intensifying  calls
for a ceasefire and aid access across
Sticlan. That's after infermational
experts in the Famine Heview
Cornmittes formally confirmed that
the starvation in at least one of three
giant makeshift camps, holding up
o G00000 people displaced by
Suchin®™ more than veardong war,
had growen e a Full famane:,

Two US officials briefed reporiers
on their analysis of the Crisis
o Friday following the famine
fimding which i only the thind i
the 20-vear history of Use Famine
Roerwiew Commutbes,

The bt mmajor Tumbne, n Sonalia,
was estimated o have killed a
quearier of & milbon people m 2011,
half of them children under 5 years
il

The blocks that Sudans warming
siches. are paitting on food and other
axl for the civilians trapgped m the
Lamzam camp are realizing “the
wiorst fears of the humsnitarismn

conrmdty” ane of the 175 afflcials
saticl,
War m the noihem Ancan

coaelry erugied in Aprid 2025 when
two rival generals sucddenly opened
a deadly battle for comstrol of Sudan's

B .‘5$

The UN sald last month that more than 10.7 mllllon people have been displaced because of the d-ll-il:l:r-nu-nﬂl-l.-l.h Sudan. Feulars

capital, which was then umsder a
civilian  transitional  government
that Swhanese had hoped woukd
bring stabidity to the country. On
one side. the Rapid Support Foroes,
ot BSE, grew out of the Jangavwesd
militias notorous for their mass
attacks, rape and forced displace-
metit of chvilians in Darfur m 206800

As most of the world padd atten-
tion to conflicts in Ukraine amd
Crza and the larger Middle East, the
sudanese war quickly grew into the
wiorld's largest humanitarian crisis,

The UN said kst mmomth that 1037
million  peopls  were  displaced
bercanse of the conflhict. Unlike the
earller war, much of the country is
dealing with acute husger,

A workers were last able (o get

BACKRGROUND

The last major famine, in
Somalia, was estimated
to have killed a quarter of
a million people in 2011,
half of them children
under § years old.

humanttaran rehiel 16 e trapped
civifians at the camps i Darfur in
April.

The HSF has the area omder
gleme and I8 accused of attacking
hospitals, comps and other clvilian

lareeds.,
Waorld Food Programme director

Cimdly MoCain urged the intema-
tronal community m a statement

after the famine declaration to work
For a ceasefine

“IN i= thie anky way we will reverse
A humanitanan catastrophe that i1s
destabilizing this entire Tegion of
Alnca,” she saxd

UUSAID Director Samantha Power
stressedd the famine was endirely
man-macle,

Bath sides, “emahled by external
palrons, are usmg stafvaton as
g weapon of war,” she sad In a
statemol.

The Us officials Friday pointed o
Washinmgton s the largest source of
aid — thee Httle that prets through —
for Sudan.

They coumersd questions alyou
why the President Joe  Biden'
acministration was nol using ar

drops or any of the other direct
interventions by the TS military
o et food o people in Darfur
that they were In Gaza, saying the
terrakn in Sudan was different.

The two wamring sides have
been mvited for ceasefire tallks in
Switzerland in Augast

The BSF lesder sxid ot planmed
while the military-
comtrolled Sudanese  povernmend
stated that any negotiaticn before
mmplementing the Jeddah Declara
tion "wouldn't be acceptable to the
Suclinese peopde”

The Jebklah  Declaration  of
Commitment fo Prodecdt Civilians
peissesl last vesr mpeant to end the
condtet, but netther side committed

ko its odgecinves

i attend,

SECURITY THREAT

Terror

group claims
it hastaken

2 Russians
hostage

in Niger

Revters Miamey

An Al-Gaeda alhlide i Wesl|
Alfrica’s Sahel regron has laken two
Bussian citizens hostage in Niger,
acoding to a video released by

the group,

The video [om the media
foundation of Jamaa Nusral
Ul-lslam wa Al-Muslimin, or

JNIM, mchedes what appears to
b op-camera statements by the
two captives, who say they were
working for a Russtan company in
golthwest Miger when they were
taken prsoner,

speaking in Rouks=ian-
gocenied English, both  identi-
fied thems=etves as Russkans and
sakd they were taken hostage in
Mbang:a, an area about G0 ki wes
of the capital Niaomey, They dicd nod
sav when this happened.

Umie called himself Yun and said
e was a geologist, the other gave
his name a5 Greg and said he camic
to work in Niger a mvonith amo.

It was ot clear when the video
was fillmed or where, The pair
spoke in front of a backdrop made
ot of traditional West Afncan
cloth. The video did not include a
ransom demand,

Russias Foredgn Mingsiry did nol
immeediately resposd 0 a regques
for commeTit,

A security source in Miger sald
the palr were taken aboul a week
ago whike visiting godd mincs.

Mbanga is located in the gold:
rich  Tillaberi regiom, where
millitamis linked to Al-Qaeda and
Daesh are active in insungencies
that have destabilised swathes of
tormitory in Niger, and in neigh-
ouring Mali and Burkina Faso,

Since selzing powver in a coup
kast year, the Niger junta, like the
military nilers in Mah and Burkina
Faso, has kicked ool Western
foroes, amd forged closer mlitary
and business ties with Bussia,

SURVEILLANCE

Uganda Health Ministry
reports first two cases
of monkeypox

AFP somoala

Uganda has detected s firsi too
caws of mpox imopkeypoxd, the
Health Minstry saad on Saturday, a
day afier the Africa Union allocated
S04 million in funding 1o combat
the onthreak.

The cases were discovercad in the
western barder district of Kasese, in
the torams of Mpondwe asd nearby
Facera, salkd the direcior general of
health services Henry Mwensda,

“Char fimkdings mudicate the mifoc-
thons did not take place in Uganda
bant (camne) from DHC” he said of the
nelghboring Democratic  Repuiblic
e Congn, Nine peophe were undes
medacal  sarveillance  fodlowing
cofact with the two confirmed
casess, he added,

Kenyva and Burundi report one and
three cases of mpox respectively last
moasthe On July 20, the DRC reporied
more than 1000 siepected cases,
including around 450 deaths,

The African Union said on Frday it
had “wrpenthy approved $H0:-8 million
from COVIDHER funds o support
Afrca CDC's efforts to continue to
conmbat the Mpox outhreak across
the conitinent”

The fumding for the Africa Ceniters
for Dhsease Controd and Prevendion.
D, will also boost povernment
andd partmers’ actions, the 55-nation
AL sakd

It will help increase monloring,
boratory  lestimg, megobal  and
madbonad data collecton, case and
prlection managemsent, amd acrress 1o
vaccines, it added.

AFP Tunis

Tunislan poditician Ablr Moussd,
a vocal eritic of Presidest Kas
Sajed and parly leader who has
been jailed since Coctober, on
Saturday registered her candidacy
in upcoming elections via her
lawvers, local medsa reported.

Haclio station Mosabgue FM said
gix members of Moussis legal
lesimy filed the registration forms
om her behalfl for the Ocl. 6 presi-
demvtial balkot.

Candidate registration, which
bezan on Monday, is due to chose
at 5 poem. on Tuesday,

Experissay presidential hopeluls
[ace signifcant constraints i ther
hid to challenpe the noumbent
Saied, who was democratically

CHALLENGE

Jailed Tunisian politician
enters presidency race

elected in 2009 but expanded his
ponvers it 2021 and is now secking
another term in office.

To be histed on the ballot, candi-
dates are reqquired o present a |ist

ta ahow thelr
| support to
Praskdant Knls
. Saled

Fiae Reuters

ol sEnatures rom 10000 regEs-
tered volers, with at least 500 voler
sigmabures per conshitonency — “an
cnormaus number” acoording to
political analyst Amine Kharrai

= or secure endorscments from
Erwmakers ar local officials.

Moaessd, 49, head of the Free
Desdoairian Party and a [ormer
parliament membser, was armesiecd
om Ot 3 in frond of the presiden-
tial palsce, where according to
heer party sl came to file appeals
against decrees issued by Sabed
anid wsed to dramatically reshape
the paditical system.

She b accused of serious crimes
inclwding “attacks that aim 1o
change the form of government.™

An outspoken coritic of both
Saded and Ennahdha, Moussi
i oacrused v her  detractors
of wanting 0 rehom o the
authoritananism of former Presi-
dent Zine El Abidine Ben Al
cverthrown i 2011
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Modnrar baElami = a0

Ahmadullah Falzl was
glad when his 16-year-old
danghter found a way (o
continue learning alter the
Taliban closed her school
In Kabul three years ago.

She took ombne classes in
grapliies and design, and while
virfual leaming was not exactly
whal the girl had planmed for
herseffl — she wanted to study
computer science after gradu-
ating fom high school — 0t
adlered some temporary relief,
"“she 15 very croative .. The
online leaming program helped
her gaim mew skills” Faber s,
“She's very happy and always
offers everyone in the family help
with designing tashs. She designs
brand names and logos  and
works with different videos that

RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Barred from school,
Alghan girls find temporary
relief in online classes

Those who pursue training through internet have no
lusion it could substitute real schools and universities

It I not clear haw mary girs and
waoman are invalved Inonline

baarning in the country. Feuters

sive clicks wath her phone,”
Faizis daughter I8 one of
aroiind L1 million girls who have
been denied access o formal
education since Seplembser 2021
- 1 month after the Taliban
took contral of Afghanistan and
suspended secondary  schools
for them.

MNeither appeals at home nor
international pressure hiave since
helped o it the ban, which
Taliban authornties have repseal-
edly said was an "internal matter,”
as they later extended the han
fo unisersitles, with more than
10000 female students blocked
from finishing their degrees.

With the only public eduwca-
tiomal nstitutions  allowed lor
girls being madrasas — [slamic
schonls that focus on religious
iraining — online classes have
been the sole available option to
acoess modern education,

It is nod clear how many grs
anc women are invalved in online
lcarning in a couniry where less
than 20 percent of the population
hias acoess (o the intermct.

One of the main organiza-
tions offering online courses,
the Afghan chapter of Women
in Tech International — a global

NGO promoting and supporting
the achieverments of women in
technology — has  regstered
thou=ands of users since starting
its dipital training programs Bwo
VEAS AE.

"Many of them have been able
o prow their networks with
experts from different countries
and remote work opportwnd-
ties, and some have started their
advanced degrees online. These
initiatives have provided them
with valuable skills and a sense
ol empowerment and indepen-
dence in a soclety where lormal
educationild opportumties are
resiricted™ Dr. Zahra Nazard,
country  director of Women
in Tech AfrFhanistan, told
Arab News.

"We have trained over 3000
Afghan women through various
programs, including coding, Al
data science and digital literacy”

The Students Agninst Discrimination group has yrged their compatriots to launch an all-out nop-cooparation movement, A- -

UNCERTAINTY

Bangladesh students call for civil disobedience

:I-FF Ok

Student leaders ralleed Bangladeshis
o Saturday for a natichwide civil
disphedience campaizn as Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasinas sovern
ment weathered a backlash over a
police crackdown on protesters.
Rallies against civil service job
quotas sparked days of mavhem
last momth that killed more than
200 peaple in somse of the worst
unrest off Flasina’s 15-yvear tenure,
Troop deployments  briefly
restored order but crowds  hit
the sireets in huge numbers
after Friday prayers in the

Musiim-migortty nation, heeding
a call by student leaders o
press the povernment for more
CONCESSI0S,

students Apainst  Discrimina-
bion, the sroup responsibbe for
organizing the initial  protests,
g thelr compatriods 1o launch
an  allout  mon-coogeration
movemnent from Sunday.

“This inchudes non-payment of
taxes amnd wtility hills, sirikes by
srnertumnent workers amd a hahl
lor oveErseas Pemitlance payiments
through banks,” the groups Asf
RLabumul s,

Stucdents are demanding a pubdic

BACKGROUND

Rallies agrinst civil service
job guotas sparked days of
mayhem last month that killed
more than 200 people.

apology from Hasina for  last
modth's violenoe and the dismissal
of several of her mindsters.

They have also insisted that the
govertment reopens schools and
universities around the country,
all of which were shuttered at the
ezl of the uinrest,

Crowdds o the streel have gonpe

further, msisting Hasma eave
office altoeether.

“She must go bocawse we don’t
el this authoritanan  govern-
ment,” Nighum Yasmin, 200, saud.

“Did we liberate the country 1o
se our hrodhers and sisters shol
clead by this reghne?

"Now the tables have turmed”
linods State University  politics
professor Al Riaz sakd.

“The regime’s foundation has
by shaken, the aura of invinel-
bility has disappeared,” he added
“The guestion is whether Hasina
15 ready to look for an exit or fight
to the last.”

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Violence

British police

boost presence
in Sunderland

Hritish police are putting more
ofTicers on the streets amidd
winrningss of more violent disar-
e thas woekend and mosgues
have tightened securitv after
anti-tmmigration prodesters
torched cars following the mur-
der of three youngs girls.

Riots inwvolving hundreds
of peaple — or thousands in
o prodest in London — have
erupted this weels, alter [alse
information spread mypidly
online that the suspect in the
killings in the northwest town
of Southport was a Muslim
migrand. Police have said the
sigspect, Axel Rudakubana, is
a IT-vear-ald who was borm in
Cardifl, Wales, Reuters

Blow to junta
Myanmar group

captures regional
military command

A Myanmar ethnic minority
armed growp sakd Saturday it
liadl captured a regional mili-
tary command after weeks of
clashes, i what would be a
majar blow to the junta,

Myvanmar National Demo-
cratic Alhance Army fighters
have “fully captured the
headguarters of the north-
east military commaind™ in
Lashio in northern Shan
state, the group said ina
statement.

Fighting has rocked Lashia,
which =its on a magor trade
highway to China, since early
July when MNDAA fighters
renewed an offensive against
the junta. AFP
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Cambodia’s Curse

JOEL BRINKLEY

A generation after the Khmer facade lies a country still
Rouge, Cambodia hawnted by its years of terror,
showe avery sign s Joal Brinkley won a
of having overcorms 2DEL B Wik Pulitzer Prize for his
its history — the & ':9 reporting in Cambodia
streets of Phnom : j an the fall of the Khmer
Ponh are paved; 4 Rouge regime that
skyscrapers dot killad one gquarter of
the skyline. the nation's population

Bart under this = during its years in power.

Record dewnpour

Moscow vows
support to North
horea afier loods

Hussian President Vadimir
Putin has offered condoalences
to North Rorean countergan
Fim Jong Un over devastating
floods that caused untold casn-
alties and damaged thowsands
of hormes, the BEremlin said on
Saturday,

MNorth Rorea sasd thas week il
had seen a record dowmnpour on
July 27 which killed an unspeci-
fiesd numiber of peeogile, Toocked
dhwellings and submerged
swaths of Barmiand in the north
near Chimi

“Task you Lo convey words
of sympathy and supgsort toall
those who lost therr loved ones
as a result of the storm,”™ Putin
saxicl in a telepram o Kim. AFP

Tensions

Ukrainian drones
hit Russian airtield

andl oil depot

Ukrainian drones targeted a
meilitary abrfield and oil depaot
in Russia, a defense source in
Eyiv =aid on Saturday, after
Moscow reported repelling
the latest aerial barrage.

Rviv has stepped up aerial
attacks on Russian terri-
tory, saymg it carmies oul the
strikes in retaliation (o the
bombardmenis Ukraine has
faced since Russia invaded
OVET EWo YCars ago.

“Last night, drones from
Lkraines Security Service
vistted the Moroeovsk air-
field in the Rostov region”
that stored aircraft and
guided aerial bombs, the
solree said. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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UR’s new Labour govt and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

manth after sweeping to
power in the general elec
tion on July 4, the UK's new
Labour government has (s
hands full dealing with the
mess 1t inhented from the
previons Conservative government, This
inrcluches the UK stance on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the deadliest mani-
festation of which has been raging for the
past 10 months.

While he was opposition beader, Prime
Minister Rer Starmer adopled a vier
cautious approach to the issue, wiich
was an extremaely sensitive one as Labour
emerged fom the damaging era of his
predecessor, Jeremy Corby

At the heart of Starmer's approach at that
time was a reluctance to stray too far from
the Comservative governmeni's palicies
of1 Uhe e, for Fear of being accused o
perpefuating the antisemitism his party
had been tainted by under Corbyn's
leadership. Labour fell into the trap,
typically et by right-wing governmenis in

L 1
The apparent
change of conrse
in British policy
on Israel and

the war in Gaza
is significant

EHHER ] Bl NN

aswghy .

1T ER Y- &k dls Bl R

I=zracl, of viewing any criticism of Israc] as
amounting to antisemitism.

While still in opposition, it took Starmer's
Labour party many — too many — months
and many Palestinian lives before it Anally
called for a ceasefire in Gaza.

SINOE ASSUMINE POWeT a rrith i,
ivere fas Been a change bath in Labowr's
Lone and 1is actual policics on a numbser
of critical issues related to Israel and the
war in Gaza. These changes represent a
dleparture from its previous stance in the
poditical, legil, and humanitarian sphepes

Certainly, though in the first few months
after the brutal Cect. T attacks on lsrac]
by Hamas the Labour Party opposed any
calls for a ceasefire, and maintained this
position for months even as the bodies
of innocent Gazans were piling up. 1t did
pradually begin to alter its position when
i beciamee abviouws That (the conile was
evalving into an open-ended war with no
paolitical way to peace,

In the legal sphere, one of the first sipnalks
of change after Labour took power was the
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appointment of Richard Hermer as the new
government s attormey general. Hermer, o
friend and former colleague of Starmer, is
a leading expert on intermational law andd
a human rights jurist, Moreover, he was
one of a group of leading Jewesh lawvers
who wrote an apen better in the Financial
Times in October last vear calling for Israeli
authortbes to be guiced by the mule of law in
their response to the Hamas attacks.

Soon after he was appoinied to his new
rale Jast meonth he few to Tsrael, abesd of the
FoverTinenls clecision o Jiily 26 Lo withelraw
the UR's chalbengre to the nght of the Intermna-
tional Crimanal Court to issue arrest wartants
for Israel’s Frime Minister Benjamin Netan-
vl and Defense Minister Yoav Gallang.

The UR's decision upsel and worried the
Israeli government and also sent a gignal
to the U8 that the new British government
is prepared, on this issoe at leas, (o stand
at oddds with the Biden adminmstration and
chaser to some of 1ts European allies in
agdhering to international legal obligations.

In the humanitarian sphere, one of the

miost immediate, practical and welcome
changes implemenied by Labour was

the announcement by the new foreign
secretary, David Lammy, that the TTE will
resurme its lunding of the UN Reliel and
Waorks Agency for Palestine Refugees,
wiibch will help ensure ald reaches those in
Gaca who need it as quickly as possible

This change of course in British policy
on Israc] and the war in Gaza 1s significant
bt hardly surprising, as it will allow the
UK to meet its obdigntions under Interna-
tional law, restore its moral credibility by
signaling a refusal to tolerate the suffering
of 50 many innocent civilians as punish
ment for the crimes committed by others,
anil to position iiself as a political playes
that could help mediate and resolve the
conflict rather than fuel it.

The omus s now on Israe] to change
course and prove that i 1= prepared 1o end
thes war, resolve e conflict with the Pales-
tinians, and protect its own democracy
I'hen it will find in the UK. as ever, a close
and trusted friend,

&
Wesiern
policymakers
continue Lo
oversimplify the
diversity that
exists within the
Global South

The rise of the Global South and what it means for the North

e Grlohal Soasth Sumemit,
which will convene in
India on Auwg. 17, comes at a
mament in which nations
historicatly marginalized
in global governance are
BeEinmning (o asserl Rerpew el dhermaneds for a
resfiaping of the: international order.,

This ambition to recalibrate the global
hierarchy is deeply rosted in decades
of activism aimed al disentangling
themselves from Western dominance,

From the Mon-Alisned Movemsent of the
mid-20ch century to the economic alliances of
bk, the groving drive For a redistribation
o posver 1s both a retflection of past strageles
and a strategic vision for fubare equity,

The timing of the summit, amid growing
dehates about economic dependency and
geapolitical realipnments, is testament o
the Fising inflaence of the South on the
world stage.

In recent years, the Glohal South has
experteced average annual gross domestic

product growth of 4.7 percent, far outpacing
the 2.1 percent in the Global North. This
reflects not only the aspirational rhetoric
bart tangible shifts in econommic clowt.

Continuing to isnore the core issuwes and
concerns rased by these Global Souih
countries — including ineguitalde trade
practices, the ellects of climate change,
and zeopolitical marginalization — risks
perpetuating a fractured global order.
Acknowledgzing and engaging with the
pittcomes of this month's summit will be
crucial if the Morth is to foster cooperative
International relations and address shared
global challenges effectively

Historcally, the Globial North's interest
in non-Western perspectives has broad
ened gradually since the end of the Cold
War, as developing nations have adopied
varving degrees of Western political and
eConmic frammeworks,

Despite thas, many m the Global South
pereeive the continuing dominance of
Wisslern powers and their instiubions as
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remnants of codonkal hierarchies. Countries
sipch as Tvdia and Bral have soughit (o reocon-
figure the global economac order to reflect a
more equitable distribution of power.

The motivations for this recalibratbon
are muliifeceted: 4 desire for enbanced
econambc dividends, more falr represen-
tation in international iInstitutions, and
greater autonomy in setting regional and
global azendas.

Hecent meltilateral initiatives, such as
the G777 and the Non-Aligned Movement,
demonstrate a persistent, albeit complex,
effort among developing nations to
|1|'!;||I::|1-|' A% |_'-!1||:':-=:|'|.'|_‘ I, r-.-e'-e':l-:i|:||.: [{{)]
elevate their collective bargaining power
omn the world stage. This underiying umnity,
despite divergent national interestis,
exemplifies a strategic mtent to redefine
the mole of the Global South and s -
ence on global povernance,

Unfortunately, North-South dynamics
remaain compromised by a fundamental
1ssuves Despite 11s broad whihity, the term

Clobal South remains conceptually ambig-
Liviis. [0 emceaiiypresses i chlverse array of
conntries, [mom G20 powers such as Brazil
and Indonesia to less-developed nations
such as Sierra Leone. These countries all
share common historical experiences and
alyectives bul they possess divergent inter-
ests, values, and perspectivies

However, Western policymalkers
contine o oversimplify the diversity
that exists within the Global South and
fixate on one-size-fits-all prescriptions.
Policies focused narrowly on couniries
such as Brazil and India neglect the unigue
challenges Gced by soealber amd mid-sized
stales, stich as unsustainable debl,
domestic nstability, the efects of climate
change, and persistent conflict.

Folicymakers in countries north of the
Branci Lime must remain proactive in this
new reality, because failing to do so risks
perpetuating a North-South divide that
carrbe=s with | SIETIRBCAR ] Fr e s E B Fies Foar
intemational cooperation
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The world needs to do more to achieve sustainable aviation

his week, national camer
Air New Lealand became
the latest airline to step
Back from its target for
reductions in carbon emis-
sions by 2030, The airline

blamed its decision on the poor availabdl-

ity of sustainable aviation fuel, delays in

the dellvery of mew, more fuel-efficient

atrcrall, and a challenging regulatory

framework.

Tt was a dramatic turnaround from as

recently as W22, when

the company heralded the

fact that it was the second

ii

impossibality of their missions but are
reluctant to say so publicly for the fear of
the negative publicity and backlash such a
mowve iz likely to draw from travelers and
ecologists worldwide,

To bee Fair to the aviation incdustry,
the challenges are indeed immense and
certaindy not all of them are within its
control. In fact, at the moment it looks like
the airlines have little control over any of
the steps they need to take to start cutting
carbon emissions. They are fully depen-
dent on third parties and
=0 Are more viclims than
villains of the pece.

carrier in the world to have Producers will Take sustainahle aviation
it= plans validated by the fuel for starters. Leaving
UNs Science Based Targels continmie to asice the Tact that it is naot
initiative aviation frame- struggle to meet really sustainable — it only
work. At the time, Air New the demand reduces emissions and is
Lealand pledged to reduce for sustainable [ar [rom being emissions-
missions by 28,8 percent free — the prodoction of
by 2030, aviation fuel forthe o000 viation fuct is
The airline is not the foreseeable fulure  managed by oil companies,

first carmier to abandon s

plans to curty emissions. I joins a list that
includes some of the biggest airlines in
the world, most notably United Airines,
Lufthansa, Japan Airlines, LATAM Airlines
Chile, and Easyjet.

As 2030 appraaches, the number of
atrlines reversing commitments or failing
to meet targets is only going to increase
dramatically as they come up against the
same hurdles that Air New Zealand listed.
[n fact, it is likely that many of them
have already privately accepted the near

hig and small, and none of

the producers currently has the capacily
ter et chemmand,

This year, the total capacity for
production of sustainable aviation fuel
worldwide will increase to L& bllion
liters, This represents threefold growth
compared with the capacity in 2023, but
it 15 s1ill ondy a measly 0,53 percent of all
Pzl Buirnesd by airlines, Producers will
therelore continue o strupggle to meet the
demand for sustainable aviation fuel for
the foresecable future.

RANVIR 8. NAYAR

Hunytr 3 oy 5 the menaginrg
sckhor af Medis il Group ard
Foursder —dirsstor of the Europs
india Foundation For Esoeemd.

The other major hurdle arrhines face in
efforts to cut emissions is the state of the
aircraft-manufacturing imdustry, in which
companies are struggling to deliver new,
maore fuel efficient models on schedule,

Over the past six years, for exampie,
Boeing has been going through the
worst period in the company™s history,
with repeated crashes and other safety-
related incidents forcing it to go back 1o
the drawing board, thereby delaying the

production and dellvery of mew aircrafl.

conceried and serious action by several
stakeholders. Firstly, sovernments
arcund the world need to wake up to the
tmipending crisls and provide Incentives,
or simply oblige, fuel producers not only
to significantly ramp up production of
suslainable aviation fuel but also o make
it available at a price thal is more aflord-
able for airlines; curmently it 15 almost
three times as expensive as traditional
jet fuel.

Resolving the issues related 1o the

As il Boeing™s woes were manufacture and delivery
nd enough, European ii of new atrcradt is more
rival Airbus has also faced tricky but governments
challenges in meeting To be fair to the and aviation regulators
itz delivery schedules, : _ can help by encouraging
resulting in a severe aviation industry, ereater competition, for
shortage of new aircraft the challenges are  coample by creating better
that Is forcing carriers indeed immense condithons that might
Lo conlinue wsing D-!I:ltlr and certainly not all |.'.i'l-*_|: NEWCOMmeTs, such as
planes, many of which are Chinese aircrall manufac-
immense fuel guzzlers. of them are within turer COMAC, the opportu-

The seriousness of the its conirol nity to break the duopaly
situation has o far largely that Alrhys and Boeing
remained under the radar, as governments,  have enjoved for decades,

aviation regulators, and even climate
change negotiators have failed to treat the
issue with the seriousness it deserves.

Aviation accounts for 2.5 percent of all
carbon emissions and is by far the most
polluting mode of transport. The industry
is growing rapidly and conld be four times
bigger by 2050, which would further
increase the share of emissions it contrib-
utes to the global total.

such a disastrous scenarto calls for

But all such eforts will require
concerted actlons at a global level, and for
individual countries, most notably the T8
and China, to set aside bilateral tensions,

The UN Climate Change Conference
in Azerbaijan in Movember presents
the perfect apportunity to open serious
dliscussions on the isswe, The allernative
I laking proactive and concerted global
action is not something that the world
should be keen to discover.

UR government defines battleground for reelection

olitical differences abound be-

tween the Labour povernment

that was elected on July 4 and

its Conservative proedecessor

which gained power in May

201 Towever, orse COmmaon
challenge that each faced on day one was
that of a troubied economic inhentance,

The new chancellor of the excheguer,

Hachel Reeves, claimed she inherited from
the Conservatives the worst economic sita-
tion in British post-war

economy inherited by a new governmen|
is once again likely (o [rame the current
Parliameent, and potentially prove to be
a key issue at the next election, which
k5 likely to take place in 2028 or 20289,
The Labour Cabinet will be hoping it can
convince the public of the merit of its
policies, n the same way the Conserva-
tives managed to do in the vears immedi-
ately after May 2010,

Ome big factor that helped the Conser-

vatives frame the political

history. On July 28 she f._ diehate at that time was the
released a Treasury dossier lact that not only did Labour
that revealed a "£22 billion Labour's goal Is to  1ose its majority in the House
(=28 bathon) black hale” in . of Commans, but several key
shape and sieer
this yvear's budget. th fronthenchers immediately
In this sense, there are the pu lic debate moved to the backbenches,
soime parallels with the about the economy  including defeated Prime
siluation in 2000 when the Minister Gordon Brown.

Conservatives regained power from Labour,
The chancellor at the time, George Oshborne,
aticl: “This povernment Broes the worst
econome inhertance in modern history™

As I'rime Minister David Cameron's
eovernment puarsued a controversial
sirategy af national austerity, this economic
issue framed the next hall-decade of UK
public life. At the next election, in 2005 the
Conscrvatives emerged victorious with a
RATTOW mAjority.

Fast forward to 2024, and a troubled

srm
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Now it is the Labour Party that hopes
o frame the debates over whether its
governing agenda for rejuvenating the
economy, after vears of sub-par growth, 15
the cormect nexit step for the nation.

Average annual growth rates in the UK
lve more than halved since the interna-
thonal financial crisis of 2007-08, Labour
often highlights the fact that had per
capita gross domestic product grown as
rapidly in the 5 years after 2007 as it did
in the I7 vears after 1960, every person in
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the country woutld be maore than £10,000
better off in real terms, according to Inber-
national Monetary Fund data.
In making its case, Labour has slammied
i ecomomic recnnd of the Conservatives
between 2000 and 2024 Meanwhile, the
Conservatives are backed ina leadership
corbest that will not conclude untl Nov. 2. just
a few days before the US presidential election.
In the months until this happens, Labour
will therefore seek 1o dominate the polit-
ical space vacated by the
Conservatives as a result of

&

Futiire. Tt will include contributions Mrom
overseas investors from the Middle East
and bevond. Efforts have already begun
to align the work of the UR Infrastrocture
Bank with that of the British Business
Bank, and the government has assembled
a task force that includes Mark Carney, a
former governor of the Bank of England.
Under the government's plan, the wealth
fund will bring together key institutions to
affer a compelling propositlon for inves-
tors, which it believes
will mokalize hillioans

their leadership contest, of pounds in adkditional
O key element Labour will seck private investment and

?flll..ahllzlur'lshagﬂ.'m!ia. oo o domin:ate the E:ﬂl:ral.ta healthy refurm

ollowing the twin shoc I iIXpayeTs.

of the pandemic and war space vacated by About £7.3 billion of

in Ukraine, is its plan to the Conservatives  funding will be allocated

try (o position the TR as L the plan throagh the TR

a clean-energy superpower, in part by
setting up Great British Energy. This new
oreanization, funded by a windfall tax on
fossil fuel firms, will be publicly owned
and itz headguarters will be in Scotland.
Iis goal is to enhance UK energy security,
and it will manage and operate clean
power projects such as wind Frms,

Cinee of the other big economic
announcements by Labour so farisa
new National Wealth Fund that will be
used to invest in the industries of the
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Infrastructure Bank, in addition to existing
funding it provides, so that investments can
begin straight away, with a focus on priority
sectors and efforts to catalyee private
mvestment on an even greater scale.
Taking all of this tegether, Labour's snal
I= therefore to shape and steer the public
tlebate abowt the economy, IF economic
growlh recovers Lo levels above the trend
Following the 2007-08 Ainancial crisis,
thiz would significantly bolster the party™s
reelection prospects,
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Aramcos expansion business
strategy |s deeply designed
and thought out to add value.

Talat Hafiz
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Miguel Hadchity Fyarh

saudi oll glant Ammm’ﬂ
robust integrated

expansion stralegy

is helping to drive
forward the Kingdom's
Vision 2030 economic
diversification plan while
It halances sustailnability
CONCErns, experts have
told Arab News,

situated at the heart of Sawndi
AralEs Energy seclor iransior-
mation, the state-owned firm
has bren focused on creating
new market opportunities and

increasing  integration  across
Varkous arcas.
Economists have todd Armb

News that Aramco 8 mot just
focused on adding o Sawdi
Aralia’s lne, but s
also  developing  technodogical
innovation to help deliver on
ambitious environmental goals,

These include a special £1.5
billion Mand created 1o invest in
technology that can help bower
[ossl]l fuel use — underlining
the company’s coimmibment to
reducing 1fs carbon  footprint
and driving encrey efficiency.

saudi-based E OO
Talai Hafiz told Arab News:
“Among  the several [ealures
that Arameo is careful (o
achieve aside from growth is
reaching a level of sustain-
able husiness that supporis the
companys growth in a very
coamplex business environmeni,
especially  when
the chamges happening in the
world energy mix and the intro-
duction of new cnergy alter
natives such as renewable and
nuclear energles”

Haliz emphasiced the mpor-
tlance of the firm’s diversifica-
tion strotegy, saving that the firm
cin Ceasily  mitiggatle the rsks
associated with any investments
locally or abroad” especially
when considering the successful
investments that Arameo has
made locally & internationally.

"Aramen's expansion business
strategy s deeply designed and
thought out to add value through
agpening new market opportu-
nithes and creating a chance for
maore  inlegration, especially
when considering that Aramco
is a diversified energy company
and mot only an ol and gas
producing entity, " he added.

A pivotal aspect of the compa-
nys global strategy is s venture
|:_':|j||I_:|| Arm. Aramco Yenlupes,
which recently recemvesd a 84
billion injection o propel the

Bt RO

consldering

development  of  dismuptive
technalogies.
This inltlative umnderscopred

Arameo's dedication (o diversi-
Fymg its portfolio and supporting
slartups  worldwide, allgning
with itz long-lerm obpectives m

TRANSFORMATION

Saudi Aramco$s expansion strategy
providing fuel for Vision 2030

Energy giant is mirroring the hingdomss diversification goals while pursuing a greener future

A &T7.000-caprcity arenm, 1o be called the Arumco Stadium. s to be bBullt In Alkhober fallowing A cooperation agresment with ROSHN Groug. =70

FASTFACT

Aramoo's downstream
expansion has brought
gignificant econamic banafits
both locally and globally. In
Saudi Arabia, it has spurred job
creation across sectors like
manufacturing and |logistics,

reducing unemployment and
fostering a skilled workforoe,

new  energies, chemdcals, and
digital technologies,

Discussing Aramoo’s  techno-
logical investmeni=s and sustain
ability efforis, Hafz mnoted:
“Aramco s a major player locally
and internationally in ensuring
that ils business is sustainable
not only financially but also to
support the Kingdom's efforts to
reach net-zero cmissions goals
by 20460, Aramco is commiticd
to becoming carbon  neutral
by 2050 and has since been
1|:|l.'-|'i||||;_r rLEmeroLsE  iniiatives
and progects,”

Looking [orwand, Aramcoo's
strategic  madmap  includes
further expansion into new
markets, particularly in  Asia

and North America, and lever-

aEpne  its venlure  camial
arm o incubate oiss l||.||-1|1.'|.‘
lechnologsies,

CEQ Amin Nasser has long
aflirmed thad the company s
“looking at the current market
staius which, even though
challenging, presents an excel-
lemt opportunity  for growth”
This forward-thinking approach
underscored the stratege vision
Lo secure the position as a leader
in the global energy landscape.

Formied in the 19305 and
becoming  state-owmed m the
1980, Arameo saw its global
footprind expand rapldly during
e |5,

This included  dowmstream
joini  ventures established in
the US and South Eorea which
marked the company’s sirategic
diversification bevond upstream
operations, positioning i as
A key playver in glohal energsy
markeis.

Moving into the 2Zlst century,
key milestones Inchuded the
launch of Peire Rabigh in 20404,
Aramcos  first  petrochemical
fedbowed by the forma-
tion of Sadara Chemical Co, in
2011 and the commissioning of
SATORE and YASREF refinerics
i 0

The firm's
extended to Europe, Asia, and
the Americas, fostering collab-
CREE BN ES

Eriners

global outreach

inibeErnat ol
universities  on

with
ek

sepstaimable energy solutions,

By 2008, Arameco had achieved
sigmithcant milestones in uncon-
ventional resource  production
and announced =2 ambitiows
aequisition of a majority stake
i SABIC, translorming 11 inlo
a major global petrochemicals
producer,

Deals completed in recend
months  include  acquiring
a0 percent stake in the Jubail-
based Blue Hydromen Industrial
Gieses Co,, a 10 percent stake in

ArmRmoos sirategic
partnerships and
acouisitions abroad have
not only expanded its global
footprint but also brought
In [oreign expertise and
technolooy to Saudi Arabia.
Mahmouwd Khodry

Ecorgmes=] s ooy ey

a thermal engines joint venture
Bstween French  carimaker
Renault and Chinese automaker
Creely, and a 40 percent equity
stake in Gas & Ofl Pakistan.

Away from energy, Armoo
hag also been keen o boos
other blossoming  sectors 10
sanidi Arahia.

A 47000-capacity arena, 1o
b called the Arameo Stadiom,
15 to be built in Alkhobar in the
Eazstern Province following a
coaperation agreement between
el estale |||".'41|::-]||'r.'-: ROSH N
Growp and the company,

As well as sponsoring the
Esports World Cup held in
Rivadh in July, Arameco also
provided a high-end simulator

gone which offered a hyper-
realistic expenience akin o
driving a Formula 1 car.

The companys diversifica-
tion efforts echo those of Saudi
Arabia in peneral, and economist
and policy adviser Mahmaouod
Khalry  sad
Ringdom are able o pursue
these endeavors as the business
generates “substantial revenuc®
for the couniry.

“Tlils allows e

govertiment 1o imvest T Varicas

Aramen amd the

RTIE LR

HeCTOrs, ;:III:'.II'lhllli!l'n; 4 Nore
bBalanced economibe aractupe™
e =, adding “Aramoo’s

investmsents in non-ofl sectors,
incliuding petrochemicals,
refiming, and renewable energy,
are desipned (o creale o more
diversified economic  stroc-
fure and reduce the Ringdom's
reliance on crade odl exports”
As well as financial rewards,
the company is benefiting from
working with some of the bsesy
and bnghtest i the worlcd,
"Arnmco’s  strategic  partner
ships amd acquisitions abroad
have not only expanded iis

elobal  Toodprint  Dbaal
brought in foreien  expertise
and technolopy o Sauwdi Arabia.
These glotal engagements help
transler knowledpe and besi
practices to the Kingdom, aiding
in its economic moedernization™
Fhalbry added.

."I.I'.Iflll'lll‘!'. |||:|-1.'|.'t|.'-:lr-|-'.l|lr| I';'il_lil.l'l'
siont  has  brought  significant
eoonomic benefits both bocally
and globally. In Saudi Arabda, it
has spurred job creation across
sectors like manufaciurnng anil
lopistics, reducing  anemploy-
ment and fostering a skilled
waorkforce, accopling to Khalry,

“Globally, Aramco ensures
stable  supples of refined
products and petrochemicals,
supporting  industries  world-
wide, lis efficient operations
ehable compettve pricing,
bBenefiting global consumers and
enhancing cconomic efficiency,”
he added.

RBegarding the coconomic and
policy incentives o encourage
Arameos  investment in new
energy  lechnologies, Khalry
supgrpested: “Providing tax credits
or excmptions tatlored o inyvest-
ments i rencwable energy
and clean technolosies, suhsi-
erants, and low-interes
Hins .'-.||-e'|:'|.l'||:':||]:|.' designed lor
renewahle energy prajects can
mdtigate initdal investment cosis
andd promode gquicker adoption of
new fechnologies,”

Regulatory sUpport,
including feed-in tariffs, clear
and stable regulatory  rame-
waorks, and streamlbined peermit-
ling processes, are essental o
reduce risks and uncertainties,
according to the expert.

Hafiz emphasized the o
tance of Aramcos commitment
to sustainability: "Aramco is o
mapor plaver locally amd inter-
nalionally in ensuring that its
business 15 sustainable not only
financially but also to suppor
the Kingsdom's efforts to reach

o |

clies,

- 260 erissions evkals
|!:-3. 200"
He noted thalt Amimoo S

committed to becoming carbon
meutral by 2060 and has since
beemi unvelling nimerous mnitia-
tives ani projpects.

"Aramco 5 committed o
investing In blue and green
hydrogen and carbon capturing.”
salcl Haha,
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Qlddiyn is one of severnl large-soale entertalnment projects in the Kingdom, dubbed the ‘Capitad of Entertalnment, Sports, and the Arts.” There s no doubting its importanoe as one of the cornerstones of the sector. Supodked

Ream Walld [Fiyadh

The cultural landscape
of Sandi Arabia is
heing enriched as the

entertainment sector

undergoes significant

expansion.

The ambitious Sauwdi Vision
2030, which strives to diversify
the economy and increase global
engagement, s the deiving force
behind this broader cultural
transformaftion

One prime example of the
Ringdom's  initiatives aimed
at  propelling the entertain-
ment  sector is the Giddiva
eiEn-propect.

Launched in 2008 under the
leadership of King  Salman
bin Abdulaziz, Qiddiva is an
emerging capital for entertain
ment, sports and culiure that
alms to bulld destinations,
programs and initlatives based
on Lhe power of play that will
enhance the quality of life of
visitors and residents.

Qiddiva’s role in propel-
ling the Kingdom's
entertainment sector
iddiva Is jusi one of several
large-scale eitertainment
projects in the Kingdom but,
dubbed the "Capital of Enter-
tainment, Sports, and the Ares,”
there s o doubting its impor-
tance as one of the cornerstones
oof the sector.
Canadian company
sHéalis 15 the  bead

Atkim
dlesiEmn

consulltancy lor the project,

and the firm's Global Director

of Creative, Theming and Show
Design Bradley Caruk set ot
his vision for Qlddiva to Arab

Miews,

"Having worked in the
global entertainment industry
lor the past 25 years, 1 have
learnt we arc all the same.
Evervone wani= to have fan
With major innovative parks
like Six Flags Qidcdiva City, we
hive the unexpected — a fully
immersive story-driven theme
park experience,” he said.

Caruk added that the attrac-
tbon will have “the workds
tallest, longest, fastesi rides”
and said: “We even support the
storviine further by including
original music compositions.”

Sector expert Jamie Ryder,
a partner at Entertainment &
Media Indusiry Group at law
firm Reed Smith, told Arab News
thatl Qlddiva has a huge amownt
ol “disruptive potential.”

He =aid: “In terms of Giddi-
va's disruplive potential, this
15 immediately clear when
considering the sheer scale
af the development. When
complete, Qiddiya will be home
o over 600 000 residents and
aims Lo attract 48 millwon visits
PCT year”

Ryder continied: “In addition
to the specific, inmovative —
amdd In the caze of Dragon Ball
theme park world's first
attractions Qiddiva will host,
the fosctss on ‘play” throuaghou
the development, and the

DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGIES

Qiddiya giga-project set to
propel KSAs entertainment sector

Theme park has huge disruptive potential across global industry

With major innovatlve parks
[ikee Six Flags Qidediva City,
we huve the unexpected - a
fully immersive story-driven
theme park experience,
Bradiay Courudk

Stk e Raad s Sokbal Dirmctar of
Croaathve, Therming amd Eroewy Dol

When complete, Qiddiva will
e home to over GO0 OO0
residents and alms to attract
bS million visits per vear.

Jamle Ryder
Partner at Entertanment & Medla
rckastry Group at Resd Smith

ability 1o host major sporting
amd enterfainment evenls in
cutting edge venues means that
Qiddiyvas disruptive potential is
significant,”

Partnerships that
Qiddiva has estah-
lished with local or
international entities

Of those collaborations and
partnerships that have been
announced so far, it 18 very easy
to quickly see the alignment
with vanous elements of the
Vizion 2030 as well az reflecting
the fact that Saudi society is a
voung, conmected and vibrant
population,

Byder highlighted the Dragon
Ball theme park — based on
the popular Japanese animated
series — as something that will
appeal directly to young people
in the Kingdom and beyond.

“Anime s incredibly popular
in K5A with Saadl reported
as having the largest share of
anime viewers worldwide," he
said, adding: "With the UAE
secomnd in the world rankings
for anime viewership, this
promises o be a popular attrac-
tion  enticing  tourlsts  from
across the region,”

Byder also cited the 5ix
Flags theme park being the
firsi outside of the Americas
appealing to both Saudi youth
ar] visliors,

He said one of the jeswels in
the crown of Qiddiva will he
the Speed Park Track., which
garnered signithcant attention in

the motor racing world when the
desipn was unveiled, The attrac-
tion comes as the popularity of
Formaula 1 in the region grows.

“Add 10 this mix the cutting-
cdze mixed-use Prince
Mohammed Ein Sialman
Stadium, and dedlcated gaming
andd esports neighborhood, and
it s clear to sec how Quckdiva
will offer world-class attractions
amd experiences to locals and
tourists.”™ he sald

Firms" roles in
supporting the Saudi's
vision of developing a
world-class entertain-
ment expericnce

several firms in the indusiry
recognize Saudi Arabla’s vision
of developing top  attractions
and world-class enfertainment
destinations In line with the
hizh bar set from the big parks
that have been around for over
o) Years.

From AtKinsBéalis' point of
view, Caruk emphasized that the
company's  multi-disciplinary
fea s understancd guests”
expectations and work towards
excecding those expeciations.

“We work as one team, buod
there are hundreds of us taking
A Concepl and turning it into a
reiality - all with a common goal
te make expericnees memorable
and timely,” he said.

“When we hear the phrase
‘That was dwesome, can we go
back there again’ thats when
we Bnow we've done something
rght. Nothing like wilnessing

guests  leaving our  designed
theme park with a sense of awe
and a desire to return. We expect
to hear a lot of these reactions in
the years to come,” Carulk added.
He was keen lo emphasize U
pricée his firm has in working
on the praject, saving: “Our
commitment o Saudis Vision
200 15 anwavering, and we
value our parinership with
Widdiva, where we contribute to
creating unparalleled fun”

Qiddiya’s alignment
with Saudi Vision 2030
There 15 no doubt that Qiddiva
plavs a malor rode in Saudi
Arabia’s 2030 visbon, aiming 1o
become a leading destination for
entertainment, work, sports and
chaily life,

Whike econome diversifica
tion 15 at the heart of Vistom 20340,
promoting  culture and enter-
tainment in the Kingdom was
inchuded as one of the Rey goals
for Vision 20050 when it was [irs
annournced in 6.

A vibrant society, thriving
economy, amd an  ambitioos
nation are three key pillars of the
Vision.

From Keed Smith's vies psoint,
Rycber sail “As such, the rode
of Gaddiva 15 mol just aboud
cconomic  diversification bat,
like =0 many of the projects in
ESA, it 5 about enhancing the
guality of e for Saucdl cltizens
and Lourists alike with Quality of
Life alsn being one of the Vision
200k key  Vision  Healization
Programs."
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EDIX is the one-stop shop lor onganizations
necding Al capahilities to enhance productivity
without worrving about the Al skills shortage.

Areis A-Farks intelmat 2250

. i

intelmatix provides acoessible Al and advanoed analytios to improve operations, productivity, growth, and sustalnablitty. SFA

L |

Maur El-Shmed Calrs

Increased awareness
about the iImplications
of artificial intelligence
across the public and
private sector is evident
in Sawdi Arabia as
startups continue Lo
raise large snms.

The atest Al funding round in
the Kingdom was bolstered by
Abu Dhabi's venture capital firm
Shoreog Partners o fuel Saudi-
ased Intedmatx’s 500 muolion
series A round.

severil Saudh firms alzo joined
m with  stafe-owned  Sandh
Venture Capital Co. parbicipating

in the mvestiment alongside
Saudi  Technology Ventlures,
Olayan  Financing Co,  amd

Sultan Haoldings, as well as R
Growth Func, and Kuwail’s Zaimn
Vientures,

This mvestinent reflects
ETOAYTELE confidence 1}
[niclmatix's potential, aligning
with Saudi Arabia’s stratesic focus
on Al underscored by the Launch
ol a 40 billion Tund dedicaiied o
the sector earfier this year,

The fumd aims to estabdish
Saudi Arabia as the world’s largest
ATl investor, promoding ecoaombe
diversification beyvond oll,

Foaanoked 1 202 by
Massachusctts Institute of
Technology  sCwnlisis  Anas
Al-Faris, Aldmiaha Al-Malki,
and Ahmad Alabdulkareem,
[ntebmatix provides bwoty
pubilic amdd priviate sectors with
wressdble A6 and
analytics to improve operations,
prociuctivity, sgrowth. and
sistaimability.

The platform  addresses
the regional Al gap with
its Enterprise Decision
Intellipence Platform, and is
dbesdpnied 1o be user-friendly
[or a widle mnge of enlerprise

aclvancimd

STARTUP WRAP

Al investments flourish
across the region

Shorooq Partners fuels Intelmatix’s $20 million series A round

users —maximizing mpact and

addopiion while bypassing the

meed for advanced Al skills
“EDIX is the one-stop shop

for  orzanizations — necding
Al capabilitee= o enhamnce
productviiy  without wormyvinge

about the Al skills shortage”
Al-Faris, the company s CEO, said,

The company cladms it ks one of
the Lirst 1o be supgsoried by Sauda

Amabias National Technology
Development  Program, which

aims to empower Al startups amnd
foater Al talent devedopment In

e countiry

Syvnapse Analytics
raises $2m to expand

Al solutions

Egvpt-based Synapse Analytics,
a startup focused on Al-driven
declsion-making solutions, has
raised 32 million In a Tunding
roumnd  led by Sthoon  Badia
and Hub 7L,

This mvestment aims to expand
Symapses Al techmwlogies across
ihe Gullf mreron amd  Alrca,
particularty targeting the financial
ST,

The company, part of HubTs
tech crosystemn,  addresses
financial mclesion by offering
Al tools for credil scoring, cross-
selling, and dymamic pricing,
arnong other applhcations.

In a press release, Symapes
Analytics CED Almexd Abaza

emplasized the transformative
potential of AT stating that it is
a catalvst [or making financial
inclusion & reality in the MEA

reElofL

Sy Hapst Analyties offers
sofufions swch a= Ronan, a
machine learning operations

platform for integrating Al into
financial msthatbons” workoflows,
and Dioxter, ndociimenl exiraction
and process aulomation platform.

Co=founder Galal El-Beshbishy
highlighted the company’s focus
(ll  Inilegrating Al
wilth exising svslems 1o iImprove
decision-making processes,

Syrapse  claims b s
established  parinerships  with
major banking product providers
like Amazon Web Services andd
Crealosix, positioning  itself
as a key player in the reglon’s
Al-dRven transiormation.

The company sawl ifs efforts
have been rocognized globally,
incleding being named among
the top 100 companies eading
the fourth imdustrial revolution
by the World Economic Forum.

semlessly

Educatly secures

$2.5m lunding ronnd

to expand operations

Epvptinn network for  higher

education Educatly has raised

S2.5 milbon In I|:|||-:I||:|].: FonaEd

b= by Tleom Capatal amd Plus

VI, with partictpation from Egyplt

Venture and the HBAN syndicate.
This  investment  supports

Educathvs mission to  help
siwdenis navigate  eduwcational
pportnities worldwide,

ubthizing advanced Al amd
fnguage models to provice
acrurate information
about schools, universitics,
programs, and scholarships.
Since g launch In 2020,
Educally has grown IS presenc
Syrnapaa Analytbcs nddr

exgas fimanaolal nclusion
with Al tools. Supociied

across the Middle East and Africa,
featuring oser 1,100 Linpversiijes
i SO COtmtres,

“Crur aim was to bndge the gap
beiween  siudents’ educational
netilsand avallabde opporfunifices
This investment meaffirms our
commitment to continue working
towards our viskon amd strategic
gotls” CED  and
Maohmmed El-Sonbaty, saixd.

The platform plans fo expand
operations in ey markets and
enhance services to reach more
siwpdents ghobally,

Co-founder Ahdelrahman
Avman emphasized the platform’s
helping
choose [ields ol stwdy, lind el
programs, and connect with
peers worldwide.

Educatly claims it has already
reached over 3 millon students
anicl adrns to merease this number
to ¥ milhogn by the end of 20024

ca-founder

focus  on shuchents

Cartona secures $8.1lm
series A extension

to hoost growth

Cartona, a business-to-husiness
platform  digitizing  Egypl’s
tradlitiomal market, has
compieted an SB.0 millkon senes A
eatemsion.

The roamd was led by Alsebra
Veniures, with participation
from  existing: Investors  SHkcon
Baclia and the SANAD Fund for
micro, small and medivm-sieed
enterprises.  This  extension
foflows Cartonas 32 mudbion
series A roumnd led by Silicon
Badia, leaving the company in a
strong cash position,

The new equity capital of 358
million s allocated to accelerate
erowith across varous verticals,
including fast-moving consumer
pocdds amd hotels, restanrants,
cafes, amd CAleTIng, as well as
cxpamching market share, and
cxploring  regional  expansion
appartunities in the Middle Eaxst
and North Afnca regron,

Lirsiile
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Red indices
Stocks fall
overls
recession fears

{zlobal stocks closed the
week an a downcast note
Friclay aller poor LTS jobs dala
stoked recession fears while
Japan's Nikkel tumbled on a
resurgent ven,

The USs economy added
114,000 jobs lost month, a
drop from the prior month
and fewer than expected,
whille the jobiless rate rose Lo
4.3 percent, the highest level
since Cetober 20021,

The report added to reces:
glon Fears following lacklus-
ter manufacturing data on
Thursday, pushing major US
indices into the red for the
enlire day afler a down ses-
s1on in Europe, AFP

Record profit
Berkshire's

cash hits
8277bn

Warren Buffett appears

i have soured on stocks,
||'Ili;|||_r cash ol Berkshire Ha-
thaway soar to nearly 3277 bil-
lbon and selling a large chrk
of 1= stike In Apple, even as
the conglomerate posted a
record quarterly operating
profit.,

Berkshire sodd absout 380
million Apple shares in the
seeordd quarter, on top of 115
million shares from Janoary to
March.

second quarter profit from
Herkshire's dozens of busi
nesses rose 15 percent o 5116
hillkon, or about 38,073 per
Class A share, Tromm S1000:6 hil-
lion a vear carher. Rewters

Chart of
THE DAY

In 2023, the not
income of Bank of
Armarcn amaurted to
around §2T billicn.

BANK OF AMERICA:
NET INCGOME =00

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PFLANE

Ask Not

MALUREEN CALLAHAN

Mawrsen Callahan's “Ask
Not® reveals the Kennodys'
hidden history of violence
and exploltation,
laying bare thear
unrepentant
seism and
ramipant depravity
while also
restoring these
women and girls

Diwvidends
Intel shares
slump

Z0 percent

Intel shares sank 26 percent
on Friday in thedr worst day
since 1974 after the chip
mannfacturer suspended its
dividend and slashed its worlk-
force to fund a costly turn-
aroume after I 118 Ofce-
cominant global posiion,

The company lost more than
230 hillion in market value
afier it gave a disappointing
forecast and sakd it wouold cut
L5 percent of its workforce,
deepening worries abouil
i1 ablity 1o catch up with
Taiwan™ TSMC and olher
chipmakers. The stock ended
the day at $£21.48, its lowest
since 2013, Reuters

to their nghtful place at

the cenmter of the dynasty’s
story. Callahan redirects the
spotlight to the women
in the Kennadys'

orbit, paying homage
to those who freed
themsalves and giving
vosoe to those who,
through no fault of
thelr own, could not.

EV :||i:|.|:r|:|'l.‘lnn
Litar Pradesh
ashed todrop

hybrid support

Hyumdal, Kia Motors, Tata
and Mahindra are [obbying
[ncdia’™s most populows state nod
to offer moentives for hybrid
cars, saying the move — sef o
help rivals Toyota and Marut
Sanzaikl — would kit targets on
adopting electric cars

Four separate company let-
ters to Utiar Pradesh highlighi
the nvalry betwesn automal-
ers in a country where taxation
is skewed in favor of EVa

In a major lebbying win
for Tovata, Uitar Pradesh
wived regastration Lixes on
some hyybrid cars last month,
making them 10 percent
cheaper. Reuters

o Faollow Arab NMews Briefs all through the day BlrabNews
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It gives me great pleasure o announce
Lhe opening of the VIS Glebal Japan
Visa Application Centre here in Dubai.

Imanishl Jun
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INAUGURAL EVENT

24 Fintech to host govt

As a new eraoof fintech advance-
ment  and adoption  unbolds
across Saudi Arabia,  the
imaugural edition of 24 Fintech
country's new financial
services-focused  summit  and
exhibitton — will offer a stage
o senior povernment officials
and glohal leaders in the finance
secior to address critical topics
impacting transformation of the
KRingdom's Ainance industry.

Taking plece from Sept.3-5
al Rivadh Fronl Exhibition &
Conference Center, the landmark
ibebut of 24 Fintech aims to
solidify Sandi Arabia's position as
a glohal iintech lesder,

The event will be hosted by
the Financial Sector Develop-
ment Program, Saudi Central
Bank, Capital Market Auwthority,
[n=urance Authorty, and s
co-organized by Fintech Saudi
and Tahaluf, a joint venture
between Informa PLC, the Saudi
Festleratiom  Tar
Programming and Drones, and
the Evenis Investment Fund.

With less than six weeks until
the debut event, several high-
leve] speakers are confirmed o
discuss trending  themes influ-
encing the industry.

Wloslvaamanedd Al-Tackan,
chairman of FSDPF, has been
confirmed as a speaker ol 24
Finteche

Throughout the three-day
summit,  attencdees will  hear
from high-ranking government
officials, including Mohammeed
Elkuwaiz, chaimman of the
Capital  Market  Authority;

I.'_“_l."|||‘|"-.-|'-e"||:rll__'|'_

Abdulaziz AlBous, chairman of

the Insurance Authority; Eng.
Maij Al-Faisal Al-Tamimi, CEQ,

Authority;
Cepuly

[n=ursInce YA mee]

Alnafjian,

Fovermor ol

\\

officials, global finance leaders

Thae imougurnl sumemit to address fintech regulation and govermance, embadded fmonce, contacthess paymants, sustoimabilty ard green finance, and big datn

financial innovation at the Saudi
Central Bank; Yaxeed AlDemaigi,
geepuly of strategy, rescarch &
mternational affairs, Captal
Markei Authority; and Nezar
AlHaidar, CEO of Fintech Saudi.
]:Z:l.rH'-:'[t'll. i  alireet  over
26,000 altendeess, 300 exhibi-
tors, amd 20 investors, 24
Fintech will feature 175 hours of
expert-led content, positioning
ifgell a8 one of the workd=
leading hintech conferences.
Rey  topics  include  gover-
nance, risk and policy, cyberse-
ciirity, global interoperabibity,

and innovation in payments.

24 Fintech will feature four
stages hosting an armmay ol
keynofes, panel discussions,
and indusiry announcements
exploring investment opporiu-
nittes, startups, technology, and
academia,

The Futures Forum Siape will
b a hub for academic and inter
active discussions on blue-sky
thinking, while the Fintech
Fuston Stage will converge invest-
ment and mnovation, providing a
platform for founders and Inves-

lors (o shane experiences.,

The 24 Tremds Stage wall
explore the latest trends  and
technodogies reshaping finance,

Elsewhere, Startup Zone s a
dynamic space for networking,
pitching sestions, competi-
fons, and  demo  showcases
that will run parallel 1o the
Investor Program — a venue
for unearthing  opportunitics
and making connections with
1.'jﬁll'llli11"_|. ENIMEpreneirs,

“"Fintech Saudi is thrilled to
co-organize 24 Fintech, a pivotal
ERET Cemeninge
sauddl Arabias posiion al the

almet]l A

forefront of globhal financial
serviees discussions, 24 Finlech
I5 an imporiant mikestone  in
advancing the Sauwdi Antech
industry and is  consistent
with our vision fo position the
Kingdom as a leading global
Fintech hiuh” said Alhaiclar

A major driving force in Sandi
Arabia‘s non-oil and digital-Arst
economy, the fintech
now accounts for nearly 20
percent of all venture invest
ments  into  the Kingdom,
explained Annabelle Mander,
senbor vice president of Tahaluf

RECRAT

EFFICIENCGY

King's College Hospital London

improves EHR performance,
security with Oracle Cloud

Kings College Hosprital London,
in Dubad, has become one of the
first TAE-based health systems
to migrate its Oracle Health
Electronic Health Record to
Oirache Cloas] Infrasiructure With
(1, KCH Dubai is improving
the security, performance, and
usabality of the EHR resalting in
a better expenemnce for its patients
and providers.

RCH Dubai is now providing
miore than LODO coneurtent users
seross  its [acilities with  acoess
e more efficient workflows and
improved  system performance.
Moving to the cloud has also
provided the hespatal netaork with
il sealable foumdation i nesds (o
simplily idegrations amd meed its
goal of mnovating m critical areas
sty as popalation health.

Followimg s rapad  migration

e OCL, KCH Dhuibad s seeing
positve results across the hospatal
including cutting the time it takes
b acoess patient information by
a0 percent, a 20 percent redoc-
Bon i revbewing each pathent™
medical chart, and a 25 percent
overall reduction in fime spent in
the EHR due to faster screen loads
and transaction response times,
The overall increased speed
and responsivencss of the system
i% helping to streamline processes
s clindlclans can complele asks
more quickly and free up more
time to spend with paticnis. The
performance gains also enahle
maore comprehensive and real-
fime updates o the
record,  which  strengthens
communication and care coords-
natiofy across all caregivers o

enhance patient care,

L]

PARTNERSHIP

VFS Global introduces Japan
visa services for UAE residents

VIS Globals Japan visa applica-
ton centers will accepdt document
sibmission for short-term and
fong-term visas to Japan, by prior
appointment,

Appointments will be available
ondine  at  hittpsy/visavisgiohal
com/are/en/pn; at no charge.

Speaking at the imanguration,
lmanishi Jun, consul general of
Japan to Dhat amd the Northemn
Emirates said: "It mives me zreat
pleasure o announce the opening
of the VFS Global Japan Viss
Apphcation Centre here in Duibai
The government of Japan has sel
a target to increase the numbser
of foreien visitors to Japan to G0
million by 2030, In recent vears,
partly due (o the depreciaton ol
the yen, the number of visitors to
Tag=in Mas continued o Increase,
with meore than 3 million foreggmners

vigiting Japan each month sisce
March this vear,

“The urgeil o=k 15 (o respond
to the cver-increasing number of
visa applications. The Consulate
(reneral of Japan in Dubal has
therelore decided © partner with
VIS Global, With the opening of the
Iapan Visa Application Centre, YFS
Crlobal and the Consulate Gencral
of Japan in Daiban will work closely

WFS Glodal
Japan Visa
Application

together on visas 10 encourige
Frmane e 'l'll' fex '|.'i.=.|1 j.il| HI{

"We hope thal those wishing to
travel to Japan will beneht from
more convenbent and [aster visa
setvices and that this center will
serve asa base for promoling people-
to-people exchanges  between
Japan, the UAE and Dubad amd
further develop hilateral relations
between our Bwo cointnes”

Corporate

Brie.fFE
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Terminal 2

Dubai Airports
gets a new
luggage facility

Druabxan Adrpeorts has in-
troduced a new [actl-
ity combining left lugegage
and mishandled baggame
services, to enhance the
giesl expenence al Duabai
International’s Terminal
2, Now open, the Baggaze
Service Cendre is a one-stop
shop for all haggage-related
services conveniently
located to ensure guests can
easily store and reclaim thedr
bages around the clock. The
new facility seamlessly amd
securcly connects publicly
accessible areas with the
gecured areas of the termi-
nal, allowing guests to claim
thedr lugeage without the
need to go throwgh addition-
al screening processes,

Milestone

Abdul Latif

Jameel Motors
clinches gold

Abhedul Lanf Jameel Motors,
Lhe authorized distributor

of Tovota vehicles i Sawdi
Arabia slee 1955, has baen
awarded the prestigrous Gold
Award for the 13th consecu-
tive year in the 2023 Distribun-
tor Award Program by Tovoda
Modor Corparataom,

Hassan Jameel, chairman
of the: board of managers of
Abdul Latlf Jameel Motors,
gaid: “Winning the presti-
ehois 20053 Distributos Award
for the 13th vear in a row is
vet another milestone that re-
flects the team’s outstanding
ellorts and passaon Tor under-
standing the guests' needs
while meeting and exceeding
thelr expectations.”

Financials

SADAFCO reports
strong second

quarter results

Sannchia Daary and Foodstuill
Co,, the leader in the UHT
(Long Lifel Milk, lee Cream
and Tomato Paste market in
the Ringdom reported a sig-
nifkcantly higher net profii,
The company reporied ned
prodit SREZT.E million for
Lk cpuiarter, a 1% percenl in-
Creass i compartson to Lhe
same quarter of the previoos
vears resulis of SR107.6 mil-
licm. Patrick Stillhart, CEC,
SADAFCD sald: =0ur SIFORE
hnancel resulis are an oul-
come of sustained focws on
our growth drivers and pri-
orities. We invested in new
distribution channels, such
as Out of Home, export and
e-commerce which all grew
||}' a1 [ercenl, 67 percenl,
anc 24 percenl respectively,”



Ihang Qwinan clalmed Chilna's firet tennis

singlas gald madsl In Olymple hlatory by
defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia 8-2, 8-3.
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GAMING HUB

Esports World Cup draws

AFP Riyadh

The Esports World
Cup, the world’s largest

esports competition
and Festival, has entered
the second half of its
competlition alter
drawing unprecedented

viewership and live
attendances lor its

inangural event at
Boulevard Riyvadh Cilty.

The Esports Waorld Cup Founda-
tion, the nonprofit organiza-
tHon hosting the EWC, has
annotnced a total of 1775
million hours watched over
the first four wecks, with &
number of individual tourmna-
ments setting viewership highs.
In addition, a total of S16.5
million of the event's record-
breaking S60 million prize pool
has been distributed across
nine of 22 total championships.
The events daily [estival has
attracied more than 1 million

visitors during the firsi hall of

the landmark event taking place

Contest tops 177 million hours watched as more than
| million visitors take in gaming lestival in Saudi capital

..-h.j. ) il ™

LEY_
e

Durng the first half of the event, more than 1 milllon visitors attended
the on-slte experdence at Boulevard Cilty In the Saudi capdtal. &t

in Rivacdh, Saudi Arabia,

“After four quick weeks, the
Espaarts Wordd Cup has already
surpassecd our highest expecta-
tions” said Kalf Reichert, CEO
aof Esporis World Cup Founda-
tion. "When we started this
journcy, our goal was to leapfrog
the esports indusiry with a
historic global event uniting
the best games, plavers and
clubs, and reach fans beyond
the core esports enthusiasts
while tapping into the 3.4 billion

gamers aroumnd the world, I'm

proud that we're well on our way
o achleving that goal here in
Rivadh with hundreds of miflions
of viewers al home, and over a
million visiting onsite, shattering
not only our expectations, but
al=0 a Lot of 2024 esports records.
The EWC has awarded more
than £168 million in life-changing
prize momey so fr, with millions
more to come, including the
ultimate prize — a share of 320
million across the Esports World
Cup Club Championship at the
end of August”

FASTFACTS

& The EWC has akready
awarded $16.5 milllon In prize
maney across nine tourmnament
championships and ancther
$450,000 in MVP awards.

® Mare than $44 milllon in prize
maoney will be awarded over the
final fouwr weohks of competition
spanning the remaining 13
ehampionships and the

club championship.

Social highlights

Across the first four weeks of
the Esports World Cup, Mohile
Legends: Bang Bang registered
the event's highest peak viewer-
ship with nearly 24 million
concerrents, the largest Agure
for any MLEE tournament in
2024, The game's popularity
extended to the MLEB Women's
Invitational al EWC, recording
2.5 million hours watched over
its H-hour total broadeast. With
263,117 peak viewers, it became
the fourth most-watched eveni

sellout crowds in Riyadh

in womens esports  hastory.
Mobile zames in general have
exceeded wviewership expecta-

tions at the EWC, with Free Fire
aliracting more than 441,000
peak concurrenls,

On PC, two popular mult-
plaver online battle arena
games sel high watermarks for
viewership at the EWC, With
a9 million hours watched, the
Dota 2 compeetition was the
masl-viewed fournament for
the game this yvear, while the
League of Legends competi-
tion was the largest third-party
iournament for the pame in
the past decade, recording 53
million hours watched and 3.4
million peak viewers (including
Chinal

The EWC has attracted high
cngagement from  fans  across
social media. Iis accounts have
collectively recorded more than
1 bilkion impressions, 270 million
social video views and 58 million
total social engagements, a tesia-
ment to the event's resonance
among the global esports commu-
ity andl bevoned,

Paris Olymples An overview of men's 100m heat of the athletics event in Paris on Saturday. Nigeria's havinsola Ajayi AFF
won the race. In 2023, the African star won a gold medal in the 100m at the African Athletics U20 Championships in Zambia.

HISTORY
Qinwen

wins Chinas
Jirst Olympic
tennis singles

gold

AP Parls

Lheng gwinen claimed China’s
first temnis singles pold medal
in Oymypic history by defeating
Donma Vekic of Croatia 6-2, 6-3
in the 2024 Paris Games women'’s
final Saturday:.

The 2-vear-old Zheng displayed
the same powerful serves and
eroundsirokes she wsed o
eliminate No. 1 Iga Swintek In
the semifinals and now has the
bigpest title of her career.

Mot that Zheng hasn shown
plenty of promise already. She is

ranked Mo, 7, after all, and was the
nmner-up to Arvna Sabalenl at
the hard-court Austrdian Cpeen in
January.

This, thowrh, could make her a
restl star inm her country. Intermns-
il Tenmis Fall of Fame member
Li Na i= the only Chinese player o
win a Grand Sam singles ttle —
al the 2001 French Open and 2014
Australian Open — and served as
inspdration for Zheng when she
wias a lad leaming the sport.

Meanwhile, in mens doubde,
Aunsiralins  Matthew  Ebden
engoved a golden finale to his

Dbhmmpics on Saturday  just a
weelk after being humiliated by
Dijofovic in a rout deemed “not &
goad image” for tenmnis,

Ehden and John Peers came
back from a set and break down

0 defeal fourth-seeded  Austin
Krajicek and Bajeey Bam of the
United States 6-7 (6/8), 76 /1),
10-8 in the final.

The success for the 36-vear-ald

Ebchen was in hrutal contrast o his
firsd roumd singdes boess to Diokovic
where he won just one game ina
S3-milmute thrashing,

“Last night I was actually

dreaming of doing an Instagmam
post . ke "how it started, how it
finished?” said Ebden.

“1 was thinking about that score,
winning one game, and thinking,
gwipe right and theres a pold
medal photo, Maybe I have 1o
ke that post at some poinl.

“But [ dikdnt even dream of
winning a gokd medal™

Doubdes  specialist | Ebhden
hadn't played a singles maitch for
two years when e recetved the
call-up to face Djokovic follcwing
a series of withdrawals from the
foaurmarmest.

Sport
riefs
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Scottish Premilership
Rangers held
by Hearts on
opening day

Foangers were fomeed (o seite
for a disappointing 0-0 draw
against Hearts in the opening
game of the wew Scoltish Pre-
meieTship scason on Sxturday,
With Scottish chamipions
Celtic starting their tithe de-
fense at hoime (o Kilmamock
o Suinlay, Rangers had an op-
poriunity to essue a statement
of mbent to their tithe rivals.
But Philippe Clement's side
procheeed an erratic display at
Tynecasile characterised hy
poar fnishing and a lack of
enheston in midfield. AFP

Cycling

Evenepocl
delivers double

for Belginm

Belanum’s Remeo Evenepoel
survived a dramatic late
punciure to take Olympic roacd
race pold Saturday, delivering a
histaric doubbe for his cvcling-
miad country after already

The douhle gold ensures Eve-
nepaeels place in the pantheon
of cycling greats and marks
an impressive caomeback four
years after he plunged over a
will into a ravine during a race
in Taly.

He is the only man to have
nidden the Olvmpic doubde.
Dutch oyelist Leantien Zijlaard
completed the women's doakble
al the 2000 Clympacs in Syd-
nev. AFP

Motorsports
Eneca Bastianini

wins British
MotoGP sprint

Drucati rider Enea Bastianini
won the British MotloGP
sprint at Sibverstone on Satur-
day as championship leader
Francesco Bagnaia crashed
ot on lap flve,

Bastianini was lodlowved in
second by Jorge Martin (Duca-
b-Pramac), who now stamds
just one point behind Bagsnais
in the cverall standings ahead
of Sunday’s main race.

Pole-sitter Aleix Espargaro
(Aprilia) finished third.

MEartin wis quickly on o
Espargaro's tadl al the start of
the race, overtaking on lap
one and appearing to take
codtrol. AFP

Follow Arnbh News
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US rock bank Asrosmith announced
this week that they are afficially
retirding from touring and hawe
ganceled all rermakning conoert
dotes due to singer Steven Tyler's
rreversible vooal cord Injury.

TheSix
On-trend brows

From brow lamination to
microblading, here are six wavs
et booeds 0o achieve on-trend,

Pl and bushy evelirows,

Brow lamination

Broww lamination is a treatmend
that stratzhtens and lifts the
hirow hadrs, meaking then look

Fullesr and mose unklform. Tey it at
Jedidah's Lash and Brosy Clokhb.

LY

I
N .

TI-II"III!I:

Coloring the brow hairs, at Rivadh's
Ink Brows & Beauwty, will enhance
the natural shade of your brows or
miakch them with your hair codor.
Tinting can make the hrows appear
fialler aml more defined,

i

Brow pencil
For natural-leoking brows with
fuller shape, try Asteri Beauty's

The Archer brow pencil. It sculpts
bialel broaws effortbessly,

|

Brow gel

To rnhance your brows with
volume, consider Noha Nabils

Feather Up brow sel. 1t will help
you 1o achieve the trendy leath-

e ar fextured look,
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Precision plucking

Hemoving stray hairs and shaping
the brows with precision plucking
can create a clean and defined
loeks, empahasizang the natural
arch of the brows, You can eather
dho it yourseil at lome or visit The
Brows Lounge in Rivadie

Microblading

Fog sgxirse brows, cofisbder
microhlading at Brau Stedio,
Hivacdh. This semi-permanend

technique fills and shapes brows
with natural-looking hair strokes

i

Addie Carver wins Miss Teen USA pageant Addie Carver, Miss Mississippi
Teen USA, winner of Miss Teen USA 2024, poses during the 73rd Annual Miss Teen
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Finally

USA Pageant at Peacock Theater in Los Angeles, California.

Gatty Imapes

Arnb Mews [ 10al

Frincess Rajwa
Al-Husseln of Jordan and
Crown Prince Hussein hin
Abdullah have welcomed
thelr first child, a baby girl
on Saturday morning.

The new parents named thelds
bumsdbe of joy Tman, the Roval
Hashemite Court annowneed,

The king and queen of Jordan
expressed their joy on X, Rings
Abdullah stated the arrival of his
pranddaughter has “enlightened
the family”

ueen Randa congratulated
the couple and wished blessings

CLOSE UF

Princess Rajwa of Jordan
welcomes her first child

upon them and their new child.

Fordan's constitution dictates
that the throne pusses Lo mile
heirs, so Crown Prince Hussein
and Princess Rajwa’s child sill
enter the line ol successon 1o
the throne, Since the baby is
a girl, there will be no change
to the line of succession.
Crown Prinee Hussedn is el
to the throne and is curmently
followed by his brother Prince
Hashem.

The familyv's new addition will
receive the tithes of Her Royal
Highness amnd princess,

The roval family announced
the pregnancy in April, saying
the princess, who s from Saudi

Arabia, will give birth in the
summer. Princess Rajwa, who
eelebrated her 300h birthcday
in April, is the daunghter of Lte
Sanidi businessman Ehalkd hin
Musswst] bin Saif bin Abdulalz
Al-5aif, who died in January
this year, and his wife, Azza
bint Nayef Abdulaziz Ahmad
Al-Sunckadrt.

She 15 the voungest of four
chibdren — her older siblings are
called Faisal, Navel and Dana.

The princess’ mother comes
froam the prominent Al-Sudair
family. Incidentally, Sandi
Arahia's King Salman is one of
the so-called “Sudalr Seven,”
an influwential alllance of seven

full brothers born to King
Abdulaziz and Hussa bhint Ahrmed
Al-Sudadrd,

After gradusting from high
schiodd in Sauch Arabila, Hajpwa
stupclied at Syracuse University
school of Architecture in Now
York state. She also holds an
Assoctate of Arts Professional
Dieslgmation in visual comyrmi-
nications [rom the Fashion
Institute of Design and Merchan-
dising in Los Angeles,

After a spell working at
an architecture firm in Los
Angeles, she returned o her
native Saudi Arabia to work
at the Deslgnlab Experience
chessigm stuchio in Rivadh.

COURT CASE

Justin
Timberlake
pleads not
guilty lo
drunk driving
charge

AFP Maw York

Pop singer Justin Timberiake
pended not guiley this week to
drivitg while intoxicated in a
virtual appearanee bebore a juodee
who ordered that has dver's
license he sauspended in New York
gtake, TS media reporfed.

O Judwe I8, the singer was
patlled over in the towm of Sag
Harbor, about 160 kilometers
ekl of New Yok City, aller police
observed his BMW go thorough
a stop sien and streemele bo stay
within road BEmes.

The officer who pulled over
the singer sud he was in no i
sLate tocrive, Duiring
the hearing, Judee ﬁ
Carl Irace ordered
thal Timberlake’s
right to drive in
New York state be
suspended, whicl
the s lavveyer
Edtwiard Bacrke
iold reporters
woklld last for
the duration of
Ehe ok

FILM HUB

Zanzibarsays
Idris Elba to
open film studio

AFP Char &5 Siladrm

Hodbywood star Idris Elba has
bseen allocated land in Zanzihas
to s wp a film studio in the
Indian Ocean archipeiago, a local
minister said this week.

Elba, who has Sierra Leomean
and Ghanaian roots, has previ-
oaasly spoken about his desire to
cevelop the flm mdustiry
in Africa.

“Idris Elba will be building a
madern studio similar to Haolly-
wood, Nollywood or Bolly
wood," Lanzibar's minister for
investment Sharkft Al Shartff
sadd] on Thursday,

INTERVIEW

Pastor & Co. sets sights on Saudi Arabia’s luxury market

Harmm Salah Crobis)

Pastor & Co., a comnpany Knoswn
for sourcing and selling rare and
[uisianry 1temmes (rom beading brancks,
15 looding to expand 1ts business
in Saudi Arabda with moves into
hinspitality and tourism.

The firrm bkl bts repaata-
ton on supplving high-end
watches, contemporary art, amd
luxury furniture, and now has
it sights set on the Ringdom's

growing luxury market. Pastor
& Co. rose bo prominence

in Saudl Arabia through its
partnership with Farfetch
Fashion Concierge, quickly
becoming the primary supplier.,
thanks to its expertise in
distinguishing anthentic luxury
items from counterfelis,

W wene alxde [o prove olirseives
on what was a huge stage, amxd
quickly outsold the Hlses of Harrods
and Lowas Viafton m terms of unats

Pustor & Ca, |s co-Toundad by
Salaman und Levl Paster, Soppiod

solcl,” Sobomon Pastor, the compa-
ny's director, told Arab News.
Crriinally started as Sneaker-
Pluig by Lewd Pastor whie still in
hagh school, the Baismess inibally
focused on imited sneakers and
apparel for UK and U5 rappers and
gparis stars. As demand for luxury
ierns grew, Solormon jolned,
expanding the firm's catabog (o
mcihude mepicces, jowelry, art and
ooy homaewiare femes.
Pastor & Cods repartation

has attracted high-net-worth
individuals, mcluding members
of Saudi Arabda’s roval faondly, “We
Vitlue theetr trust in us, and part of
thal trest s complete condiden-
fality,” Solomon said. The Arm's
mvolvement in Sawdi Arabias
Dirivah and AU mega-projects
marks a new chapter, *We are
peally excited by the transition of
the: Ringdom and are in awe of the
vision of Mohammed bin Sakman”
Solomon saik,



