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Manu Bhaker reaches
final, targets her third
Olympic medal today

EXPRESSAT
OLYMPICS

MIHIRVASAVDA
CHATEAUROUX, AUGUST 2

THE WALK from the shooting
range to Athletes Village lasts ex-
actly 15 minutes. Jaspal Rana, the
former world champion who is
Manu Bhaker’s coach, calls it a
therapeutic walk. During this
magical week for her, that's all it
has taken Manu to declutter her
mind, refocus on the next task,
pore over the imperfections, and
strategise for the next match.

Once Ranadrops her “home”,
there is no shooting talk.

This zero-fuss approach,
Rana said, is one of the factors
that has contributed to Manu

Manu Bhaker during the
qualifying round in
Chateauroux Friday. Reuters

landing on the doorstep of a feat
previously unthinkable in Indian
sport: a hat-trick of Olympic
medals. At one Games.

With another sublime quali-
fying round on Friday, Manu
qualified for her third final of the
Paris Olympics. She will turn up
at the Chateauroux shooting
range for one last time on
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HOCKEY

India beat Australia — first
time at Olympicsin 52 yrs

BADMINTON

Lakshya Sen enters
semi-finals

ALERT AFTERKILLING OF HAMAS LEADER

Centre flags security of
Israeli facilities, Al puts

off flights to Tel Aviv

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE BACK-TO-BACK assassina-
tions of a Hamas leader and a
senior Hezbollah commander
have prompted security agen-
cies in India to take a relook at
the safety of Israeli establish-
ments in the country.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
was killed in Tehran, where he

had gone to attend the inaugu-
ration of the newly elected
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, on July 31. Aday ear-
lier, Hezbollah’s Fuad Shukr was
killed in an airstrike in Lebanon’s
capital, Beirut.

Central security agencies in
India have since alerted Director
Generals of Police of all states
and Union Territories to provide
adequate security arrangements
to “Israeli/Jewish facilities,
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4 OF 8 HIGHWAYS UNDER BUILD-OPERATE-TRANSFER MODE

Govt’s biginfra push: Nod to road
projects worth Rs 50,633 crore

After easing model concession pacts, Govt hopes to bring back private sector

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

IN A big push to infrastructure
spending, the Union govern-
ment Friday approved eight na-
tional high-speed corridor proj-
ects under which 936-km length
highways will be constructed at
a cost Rs 50,655 crore.

After a meeting of the Prime
Minister-chaired  Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), a statement by the gov-
ernment said the implementa-
tion of these projects will gener-

Be bridge between Centre & state, PM tells
Governors; P e51dent says pr10r1tlse poor

3

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Friday urged Governors to
play the role of “an effective
bridge” between the Centre and
the state. He asked them to in-
teract with people and social or-
ganisations in a manner that co-
opts the underprivileged.

The Prime Minister made
these remarks at the two-day
Conference of Governors that
began Friday morning at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

In her opening remarks,
President Droupadi Murmu too
said that for the smooth

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ate 4.42 crore mandays of direct
and indirect employment.

Four of these eight highways
will be executed under the
Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)
model, indicating the govern-
ment’s keenness to return to PPP
(Public Private Partnership) proj-
ects. In the last financial year,
only one of the total 176 projects
was tendered under the BOT
model.

Under the BOT model, the
private player owns up the in-
vestment risk, builds the projects
fully on its own and maintains it
fora specified period. It recovers

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with State Governors and Union Ministers at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Friday. P11

" EXPLAINED

the costs by collecting toll dur-
ing this period, also called the
concession period.

The Ministry of Road

PPP back
ontrack

E.

HAVING LIBERALISED Transport and Highways had on :

the model concession March 15, 2024, amended the o %
agreement, the govern- Model Concession Agreement - - 3 X
ment hopes the eight for Capacity Augmentation on . AI‘I‘I I %
projects will make the BOT or toll projects, and made it 2 Eﬁ ﬁl}_ml u =
private sector assume more attractive to private play- (2 _-;J.. umts bmd =
some financial risk and ers by introducing more liberal ﬁ

return to build highways
under PPP mode. Such

compensation, extension of con-
cession period, and termination

projects also create both payments. DEATHS AT RAU’SIAS STUDY CIRCLE
direct and indirect em- It also brought in a new con-
ployment. cept called ‘construction

Mercifully, you didn’t

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

challan the water: HC
slams police probe,
transfers case to CBI

Forms Chief Secy-led panel to relook
Delhi infra, seeks areport in 8 weeks

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

DISSATISFIED WITH the Delhi
Police probe into the death of
three UPSC aspirants who
drowned after being trapped in
the basement of a civil services
coaching centre in Old Rajinder
Nagar last week, a division bench
of the Delhi High Court Friday or-
dered that the probe be trans-
ferred to the CBLI.

“Mercifully, you didn’t chal-
lan the water, saying ‘how dare

During a protest outside the
Rau’s centre in Delhi. File

you enter the basement'...,”
Acting Chief Justice Manmohan
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SC says no to
SIT probe into
poll bonds:
‘premature,
inappropriate’

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

OVER FIVE months after it struck
down the electoral bonds
scheme, the Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed pleas for setting
up a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the alleged quid
pro quo in the purchase of poll
bonds, saying the complaints are
based on assumptions that
would require it to “embarkona
roving inquiry”.

A three-judge Bench,
presided by Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud, also said the
petitioners had not taken re-
course to other available reme-
dies under the law before knock-
ing on its door, and the court’s
intervention at this stage would
be both “premature and inap-
propriate”.

“At the present stage, absent
a recourse to the remedies
which are available under the
law to pursue such grievances, it
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Indian Ocean poised
to see ‘disruptive’
changes: Jaishankar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE INDIAN Ocean is poised for
“disruptive” changes and India
needs to prepare for it, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
on Friday against the backdrop
of concerns over China's increas-
ing maritime forays into the re-
gion.

Speaking during an interac-
tive session at a think-tank,
Jaishankar, without naming any
country, said the competition
that has been witnessed around
India’s neighbourhood will def-
initely happen in the Indian
Ocean too.

The minister, replying to a
question, talked about competi-
tion in the neighbourhood, and
said there's “no point groaning
about it” as India needs to com-
pete and that's really what it is
trying to do.

"I think the Indian Ocean is

Jaishankar delivers a lecture
in New Delhi on Friday. PT1

already seeing the beginnings of
maritime presence which was
not there before. So it is poised
for a disruptive change. I think
we need to anticipate it (and) we
need to prepare for it,” he said.

China has gradually been in-
creasing its presence in the
Indian Ocean thatis largely con-
sidered as the backyard of the
Indian Navy.

Indefinite strike in TN
over death of fisherman

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,AUGUST 2

FISHERMEN ASSOCIATIONS in
Rameswaram have launched an
indefinite strike after the death
of afisherman and the detention
of two others by the Sri Lankan
Navy, vowing to resume work
only after their grievances are
addressed by both the Tamil
Nadu and Union governments.
The decision came after an ur-
gent meeting of fishermen on
Friday. The associations decided
to boycott all commercial fishing
activities until all arrested TN fish-
ermen in Sri Lankan prisons are
released and either the return of
impounded mechanised trawlers
or compensation for those be-
yond repair. The strike follows the
death of 59-year-old K Malaisamy;,
whodied mid-sea aftera collision
with a Sri Lankan Navy vessel ear-
lier this week. Chief Minister MK
Stalin has announced Rs 10 lakh
compensation for his family.

Sources said the incident hap-
pened on Wednesday, when four
fishermen ventured into the sea
near Neduntheevu islet in a boat.
The SriLankan Navy's surveillance
vessel allegedly rammed their
boat, causing it to sink.

Malaisamy died, while an-
other fisherman, 54-year-old V
Ramachandran is missing. The
other two fishermen, Mookiah
(54), and Muthu Muniandi (57)
were detained for interrogation.

Fishermen leader Sagayam
demanded the immediate inter-
vention of the Union government
and thanked the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment for its prompt response
and solatium. Additionally, he
called for immediate compensa-
tion for the families of missing
fishermen, regardless of the out-
come of the search operations.

The incident has caused un-
restin the coastal pockets of Tamil
Nadu, with the Indian govern-
ment summoning Sri Lanka’s
Acting High Commissioner to reg-
ister a strong protest.

“Threatening farmers’: Puja
Khedkar’s mother gets bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, AUGUST 2

A PUNE court on Friday granted
bail to former IAS trainee officer
Puja Khedkar’s mother
Manorama in the attempt to
murder case lodged at the Paud
police station of Pune rural po-
lice, for allegedly threatening
farmers at Dhadawali village in
Mulshi tehsil on June 5, 2023.
Additional sessions judge Ajit
Mare passed an order in this case.

AnFIRwaslodged by afarmer
named Pandharinath Pasalkar
(65) on July 12, 2024 against
Manorama, her husband Dilip
Khedkar, one Ambadas Khedkar

of Ambi village in Haveli and oth-
ers. Police booked them initially
under sections 323,504,506, 143,
144, 147,148 and 149 of the IPC
and sections of the Arms Act.

The FIR was lodged after a
video showing Manorama bran-
dishing a pistol at a farmer fol-
lowing a land dispute surfaced
onsocial mediaand TV channels.
Police later invoked Section 307
(attempt to murder) of IPCin this
FIR based on a supplementary
statement given by Pasalkar.
Police arrested Manorama on
July 18 from alodge in Mahad in
Raigad district.

After hearing the arguments,
the court allowed Manorama’s
bail plea on Friday.

WRITEBACK

Responding to the report,
Noam Chomsky’s criticism of
PMinaPhD proposal: SAUno-
tice to student, Lankan scholar
resigns (July 27), A Prahlad,
Public Relations Officer, South
Asian University, sent a state-
ment saying: “We are con-
strained to inform you that it
(the report) is not based on
facts and it is based on false
assertions and assumptions.
You are advised to takeall cor-

rective measures and desist
from repeating it.”
The Indian Express replies:
The report is based on
facts that have been inde-
pendently verified by the re-
porter — not on “false asser-
tions” or “assumptions”. The
newspaper contacted the
university for its version and
reported its response ad ver-
batimin the report. The Indian
Express stands by its report.

Appeal for Identification

General public is hereby informed that |
one woman Namely: Kusum Lata, Dio: |
Unknown, Rfo: C Block, Gali No. 16, H. |
No. 345, Bhajanpura, Delhi, Age: About |
50 Yrs., Height: 51", Sex: Female, |
Complexion: Fair, Built: Thin, |
Identification Marks: Burn Skin Mark on |
Left Leg Ankle, Wearing: Pink Colour |
Lower and Purple Colour T-Shirt, was |
found Dead al her residence. The dead body of deceased has |

been preserved in GTB Mortuary for identification.

In this regard DD No. 101A, Dated 23.07.2024 has been lodged .
at Police Station: Bhajanpura, Delhi. Any clue come o notice |
please inform undersign. SHO |

P.S.: Bhajanpura, Delhi |
Ph.: 8750870730, 9210835457 |
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Nod to road projects worth Rs 50,655 crore

support’, under which NHAI
would pay upto 40 per cent of
the total project cost to the com-
pany building the highwayin 10
instalments linked to physical
progress in construction. Earlier,
NHAIwould provide only equity
support to the company.

The four projects under the
BOT model are: i)Rs 4,613 crore,
88-km six-lane Agra-Gwalior
fully access-controlled high-
speed corridor ii) the Rs 10,534
crore 214-km, six-lane Tharad-
Deesa-Mehsana-Ahmedabad
corridor iii) the Rs 5,729 crore,
121-km, four-lane Guwahati
Ring Road, and iv) the Rs 7,827
crore, 30-km eight-lane, Nashik
Phata-Khed corridor.

Of the remaining four high-
ways, three are Hybrid Annuity
Model (HAM) projects, and one
will be executed under the EPC
(Engineering, Procurement and
Construction) mode. Under the
EPC model, the company build-
ing the road does not carry any
financial risk and the govern-

BRINGING PRIVATE SECTOR BACK

BUILD-OPERATE-
TRANSFER

34,613 crore, 88-km six-
lane Agra-Gwalior corridor

310,534 crore, 214-km
six-lane Tharad-
Ahmedabad corridor

%5,729 crore, 121-km,
four-lane Guwahati
Ring Road

37,827 crore,30-km

eight-lane, Nashik Phata-
Khed corridor

ENGINEERING, PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION
33,298 crore, 47-km six-lane, Kanpur Ring Road

HYBRID
ANNUITY MODEL

310,247 crore,
231-km four-lane
Kharagpur-Moregram
corridor

33,935 crore, 68-km,
four-lane Ayodhya
Ring Road

34,473 crore,
137-km, four-lane
Pathalgaon-Gumla
section

ment pays it for laying the roads.
But the government owns the
road, maintainsit,and is also the
toll collector. HAM is a blend of
the EPC and BOT model, where

the private player is able to limit
its risk. NHAI pays upto 40 per
cent of the project cost, and the
balance is raised by the private
player. Here, the private com-

pany maintains the road for the
duration of the concession pe-
riod, but the government collects
the toll.

The three projects under HAM
are: i)theRs 10,247 crore, 231-km
four-lane Kharagpur-Moregram
corridorii) the Rs 3,935 crore, 68-
km, four-lane Ayodhya Ring Road,
andiii)theRs 4,473 crore, 137-km,
four-lane Pathalgaon-Gumla sec-
tion of Raipur-Ranchi corridor. The
lone EPC project is the Rs 3,298
crore,47-km six lane, Kanpur Ring
Road.

According to the government
statement, the Agra-Gwalior
corridor will reduce the distance
by 7 per cent, by halve the travel
time. The Kharagpur-Moregram
highway will reduce the travel
time for freight from 9-10 hours
to 3-5 hours and help the econ-
omy of West Bengal and North
East. Similarly, the Tharad-
Ahmedabad highway will im-
prove logistics efficiency by
about 60 per cent, the govern-
ment said.

e Mercifully, you didn’t challan the water: HC slams police probe

remarked while slamming the
probes by the Delhi Police and the
MCD into the July 27 incident
which saw civil services aspirants
Tanya Soni, Shreya Yadav and
Nivin Dalwin drown after gush-
ing water trapped theminside an
underground library at the Rau’s
IAS Study Circle.

“Is this how civic planning
works? There is a criminal negli-
gence attached to it, this is not a
swimming pool, it is a storm wa-
ter drain. If water is falling short of
reaching Yamuna, it will flood and
enter homes. It has to reach the
river. Even the Yamunariveris en-
croached,” the bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela said.

The benchreasoned the trans-
fer of the probe as necessary, con-
sidering “the seriousness of the in-
cident, to ensure that the public
has no doubt” on the probe and
considering the possibility that
the incident “may involve corrup-
tion by public servants”.

It also directed that the probe
by CBI be supervised by a senior
official nominated by the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC).The
official will have to ensure that the
probe is completed in a time-

bound manner.

Additionally, the bench di-
rected the MCD Commissioner to
ensure that drains in the area are
made functional and if there is a
requirement of capacity enhance-
ment, it should be done in a sys-
tematic manner at the earliestand
thatillegal and unauthorised con-
struction in the area be removed
forthwith.

Meanwhile, ruing the “multi-
plicity” of jurisdiction of authori-
ties as well as terming the MCD’s
financial health as “if not precari-
ous, not healthy” with the city’sin-
frastructure failing to keep pace
with the population,and blaming
government “subsidies” for the in-
crease inits population, the bench
directed thata committee be con-
stituted to “relook” Delhi’s “ad-
ministrative, financial and physi-
cal infrastructure”.

The committee will be headed
by Chief Secretary of GNCID and
also comprise the MCD
Commissioner, the Delhi
Development Authority Vice
Chairman and the Delhi Police
Commissioner; it has been di-
rected to submit a report in the
next 8 weeks.

Observing that the financial

health of the MCD s “precarious”,
the bench noted that the agency
“has no funds” for “major infra-
structure”.

In its order, dictated in the
open court, it recorded, “This court
is of the view that one needs to
look at the bigger picture as there
is a far more fundamental prob-
lem in the city of Delhi. Physical,
financial and administrative infra-
structure are all outdated and not
inaccordance with requirements
of present day Delhi, with the
population in excess of 3 crores,
Delhi needs more modern physi-
caland administrative infrastruc-
ture. Due to various subsidy
schemes, the migration in Delhi
has only increased and its popu-
lation is also increasing.”

Recent tragedies, the bench
said, showed that its past orders
had “not been implemented in
letter and spirit” and were being
treated as “water over a duck’s
back”. Meanwhile, with MCD
Commissioner Ashwani Kumar
and police investigating officer as
well as the DCP concerned, M
Harsha Vardhan, present in the
court Friday, Kumar, who took
charge less than two months ago,
admitted that the storm water

drains at the site of the incident
were “dysfunctional”. The bench
was unimpressed after police
stated it had so far not recorded
the same inits probe.

Responding to the court’s
queries, the police admitted it has
not seized records, including with
respect to the building plans, from
the MCD yetand neither hasitin-
terrogated any MCD official sofar.

Addressing the police, AC]
Manmohan remarked orally,
“This is the most elementary...
You've not taken care of the file,
we know how files change. Your
officer should have gone on Day
One and taken the file. This is neg-
lectand this is chargeable. Because
you are government officers, you
are getting around it. This is not a
brotherly club.Inevery monsoon,
we will have these tragedies. Let’s
be ready for all these then. Water
is not going to spare anyone, fury
of nature you cannot fight. You
have to allow storm water and
sewage to function.”

The police said a notice had
been sent to Delhi Fire Service but
their response was “unsatisfac-
tory” and “evasive” and that they
have now sent further queries
based on the response.

e Centre flags security of Israeli facilities, Al puts off flights to Tel Aviv

events, premises, workplaces as
well as Chabad houses and large
gatherings”, The Indian Express
has learnt.

In their report, central agen-
cies also mentioned that the US
Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, was
targeted on July 19 by a drone at-
tack, killing one civilian and leav-
ing 10 injured.

“In view of the foregoing de-
velopments, it is assessed that
there is a strong possibility that
the threat to Israeli/Jews’ estab-
lishments will increase in differ-
ent parts of world and all the
DGPs of states and UTs, (and)
other agencies are requested to

increase security arrange-
ments...,” an officer said, citing
the threat assessment report.

Before this, two routine alerts
were alsoissued onMarch 18 and
April 3.

Since 2021, two low-intensity
explosions have taken place near
theIsraeli Embassy in New Delhi.
On January 29, 2021, a crude
bomb went off just around 100
meters near the Embassy of Israel
on Dr AP] Abdul Kalam Road, New
Delhi, on a day when India and
Israel marked the 29th anniver-
sary of their diplomaticrelations.

The second incident took
place on December 26, 2023,

when a low-intensity explosion
was reported near the Israeli
Embassy. No one was injured in
either incident, butboth cases are
still unsolved.

Meanwhile, Air India has sus-
pended flights to Tel Aviv till
August 8. The Tata Group-owned
airline operates four weekly
flights to the Israeli city from the
national capital. “In view of the
ongoing situation in parts of the
Middle East, we have suspended
the scheduled operation of our
flights to and from Tel Aviv with
immediate effect up to and in-
cluding August 8, 2024. We are
continuously monitoring the sit-

uation...,” the carrier said in a
poston X.

The airline also said it was ex-
tending support to passengers
with confirmed bookings for
travel to and from Tel Aviv during
this period, with a one-time
waiver on rescheduling and can-
cellation charges.

Tensions continue to remain
high in the Middle East amid con-
flict between Israel and various
groups, including Hamas. Earlier
this year too, Air India had briefly
suspended flights to Tel Aviv. After
nearly five months, the carrier
had recommenced the services
to the Israeli city on March 3.

¢ SC says no to SIT probe into poll bonds: ‘premature, inappropriate’

would both be premature and in-
appropriate for this court; prema-
ture because the intervention of
this court under Article 32 of the
Constitution must be preceded by
the invocation of normal reme-
dies under the law and contingent
upon the failure of those reme-
dies; and inappropriate because
the intervention of this court at
the present stage would postulate
that the normal remedies which
are available under the law would
notbe efficacious,” said the Bench,
which included Justices ] B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra.
“Individual grievances of this
nature in regard to the presence
or absence of quid pro quo would
have to be pursued on the basis of
the remedies available under the
law. Likewise, where there is are-
fusal toinvestigate or a closure re-
port has been filed, recourse can
be taken to appropriate remedies
under the law governing criminal

procedure or as the case may be
under Article 226 of the
Constitution,” it said.

The Bench said the petitions
“are founded on two assumptions
— that there would be prima facie
anelement of quid pro quowhere
the date of purchase of the elec-
toral bonds and the donationtoa
political party is in proximity to
the award of a contract or change
in policy; and that there is an in-
volvement of certain officials of
the investigative agencies, as a
consequence of which aninvesti-
gation by the normal process of
the law would not be fair or inde-
pendent”.

“We have highlighted the un-
derlying premise of the submis-
sions to indicate that these are as-
sumptions at the present stage
and require the court to embark
uponarovinginquiry into the pur-
chase of the electoral bonds, the
donations which are made to po-

litical parties, and the arrange-
ments in the nature of quid pro
quo,” it said.

The SC said it had entertained
petitions “challenging the consti-
tutional validity of the statutory
provisions embodied in the elec-
toral scheme (and) the conse-
quent amendments which were
made todiverse statutes, since the
only remedy for challenging such
action lies in the invocation of the
power of judicial review”.

“Allegations involving crimi-
nal wrongdoing, on the other
hand, are of a distinct nature
where recourse to the jurisdiction
of this court under Article 32
should not be taken as a matter of
course, particularly in view of the
remedies available inlaw,” it said.

The SCalso declined the peti-
tioners' pleas todirect the author-
ities to recover the donations re-
ceived by political parties through
electoral bonds “on the basis that

they are proceeds of crime”, and
toreopen their Income Tax assess-
ments. These “impinge upon the
statutory functioning of authori-
ties constituted under the law to
make enquiries in that regard,” it
said.

The Bench said it was of the
“considered view that the consti-
tution of an SIT, headed by a for-
mer judge of this court or other-
wise, should notbe ordered in the
face of remedies which are avail-
able under the law governing the
criminal procedure”.

“Likewise... the reopening of
assessments pertains to the spe-
cific statutory jurisdiction con-
ferred upon assessing authorities
under the Income Tax Act, 1961
and other statutory authorities,”
it said, adding that the “issuance
of adirection of that nature” at the
present stage would amountto“a
conclusion on facts which would
be inappropriate to make.”

e Manu Bhaker targets third medal

Saturday to attempt a feat that, if
achieved, would undoubtedly el-
evate herto the status of being one
of India's most successful —if not
the most successful — Olympians.

In an event she considers her
pet, the 25m pistol, Manu
reached the final after finishing
second in a qualification field of
40, scoring a total of 590. She will
be the only Indian in the fray af-
ter Asian Games medallist Esha
Singh, competing in her debut
Olympics, finished 18th. Only the
top eight shooters qualify for the
medal round. Hungary’s Veronika
Major topped the qualification,
which closed at 585, with a score
of 592.

If the first final for Manu was
about rectifying her mistakes at
the Tokyo Olympics, the third
would be to foreveretch hername
in the history books. No Indian
athlete has ever won three
Olympic medals in individual
events.

Wrestler Sushil Kumar
(bronze at Beijing Olympics, silver
atLondon)and PV Sindhu (silver
in Rio, bronze in Tokyo) are the
only two athletes who have mul-
tiple Olympic medals in individ-
ual events since India’s independ-
ence. Sindhu’s quest for a
three-peat ended with a surren-
der to China’s He Bingjiao on
Thursday, a day that saw two of
India's biggest medal hopes —
badminton doubles pair
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, and boxing star
Nikhat Zareen — suffer a twin
blow.

If not for shooters — rather, if
not for Manu — the Games so far,
from an Indian point of view,
would have been abysmal. The
three Indian medals — all bronze
— have all come from shooting,
with Manu involved in two of
them.

An extraordinary feat for an
athlete who came to Paris with
the sole intention of burying the
ghosts of Tokyo. By winning two
bronze medals, she has already
done that, and much more. Now,
the 22-year-old has a chance to
step further and seta new bench-

mark for India at the Olympics —
like how Abhinav Bindra and
Neeraj Chopra raised the aspira-
tion levels of Indian athletes.

A remarkable feature of
Manu'’s purple patch hasbeen her
approach on the range, showing
composure and maturity that be-
lies her young age. She didn't al-
low her nerves to get the better of
her before her first final last
Sunday, where she won the
bronze in the 10m air pistol.

Manustayed back at the range
for longer than usual that after-
noon, completing her media en-
gagements, attending calls from
India — including from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi — and
making it a point to smile, shake
hands and pose for photos with
the people who made abeeline at
the venue.

When she returned to the
range the next day, Manu looked
hungrier than before, rather than
being distracted, and went back
with another medal.

On Friday, she gave the vibe
that the last few days were nor-
mal in the life of an athlete. In re-
ality, it was anything but that.

Rana said the walk from the
shooting range to the village is
when they move on from one
podium finish and set their sights
on another. “From the range, we
walkbecause that gives us time to
talk -- there are a lot of people
everywhere else. So we walk and
talk,” Rana said.

They talk about Manu’s emo-
tions, reflect on the highs and put
itin perspective to the Tokyo lows,
discuss the approach towards the
next match —and there have been
points when they have spoken
nothingatall.

“ThenIdrop her at the Games
Village and after that, there is no
phone call unless there’s some-
thing urgent. She is her boss. And
[ am in my apartment here (out-
side the Village),” Rana said.

So poised has Manu been that
she hasn’t shown any sense of ur-
gency, outside the range or at it.
And now, she finds herself within
touching distance of an unimag-
inable Olympic treble.

e Governors’ conference

functioning of democracy, it was
crucial that the Central agencies
work with better coordination
across all the states. She advised
Governors to think about how
they, as constitutional heads of the
respective states, can promote this
coordination.

She asked the Governors to
prioritise the poor and the de-
prived, and also visit border areas
in their respective states.

According toa statement from
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, re-
ferring to the oath of the
Governors, urged them to dis-
charge their constitutional re-
sponsibility of “making people
aware of social welfare schemes
and incredible development that
have taken place during the last
decade”.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shahurged the Governors to visit
Vibrant Villages and Aspirational
Districts in their states to instil
confidence among people and
give a fillip to the developmental
work.

Inhis address, Modi, while de-
scribing the conference as aforum
to discuss how Governors can
serve the society, said the post of
the Governor is an important in-
stitution which can play a crucial
rolein the welfare of people of the
state within the framework of the
Constitution, particularly with ref-
erence to the tribal areas.

Ina post on X later, Modi said,
“Attended the Conference of
Governors this morning. Thisisan
important forum in which we dis-
cussed how Governors can foster
development and serve society.”

The two-day conclave will fo-
cus on issues that shape the
Centre-state relations and pro-
mote welfare schemes.

President Murmu said the
agenda for the conference in-
cluded carefully chosen issues
crucialinachieving national goals.
Officials said the agenda includes
implementation of three criminal
laws; reformsin higher education
and accreditation of universities.

In her address, the President

said that with the implementa-
tion of the three new laws related
to criminal justice,anew eraof the
justice system had begun in the
country.

She said the Central govern-
ment is giving utmost priority to
the development of the poor, the
border areas, the deprived sec-
tions and areas, and people left be-
hind in the development journey.

She pointed out that a large
section of the country’s tribal pop-
ulation lives in the Scheduled and
Tribal areas, and urged the
Governors to suggest ways to
achieve inclusive development of
the people of these areas.

Speaking on the National
Education Policy brought in by
the Modi government, the
President said that the policy em-
phasised uponimproving the ac-
creditation and assessment sys-
tem of educational institutions.
She urged Governors to con-
tribute to this reform process in
their capacity as chancellors of
state universities.

She said many efforts are be-
ing made to deal with the chal-
lenges such as climate change and
global warming. She stated that to
promote natural farming, the Raj
Bhavans can lead by example.

The conference will have
breakaway sessions in which sub-
groups of Governors will deliber-
ate on each agenda item, officials
said. Apart from the Governors,
the sessions will also be attended
by Union Ministers and officials of
the ministries concerned.

The observations and sugges-
tions of the sub-groups will be
presented before the President,
Vice President and Prime Minister
during the concluding session
Saturday.

Union Ministers Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Dharmendra Pradhan,
Jual Oram, Ashwini Vaishnav,
Bhupender Yadav and Mansukh
Mandaviya are also attending the
conference, besides the Vice
Chairman and CEO of NITI Aayog,
senior officials from the Prime
Minister’s Office, Cabinet
Secretariat and Home Ministry.

Woman moves HC for sexual harassment FIR against
landlord, bench finds she filed 19 such cases in Jind

JAGPREET SINGH
SANDHU
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 2

AWOMAN who moved the high
court seeking directions to regis-
ter an FIR for sexual harassment
and assault against her landlord
found herself in the dock with a
bench directing the Haryana
Police chief to investigate her cre-
dentials after finding that she had
filed 19 sexual harassment com-

plaints in Jind alone.

Stating that afalse implication
in a rape case can cause distress,
humiliation, and damage to the
reputation of the accused and his
family, the court said if this modus
operandi is allowed to continue
unchecked, irreparable loss would
be caused to society at large.

A bench of Justice Harpreet
Singh Brar directed the Haryana
DGPto conductathorough probe
into the allegations leveled by the
woman and find out how many

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

complaints of a similar nature
have been filed by her in Punjab,
Haryana,and Chandigarh. “Incase
the allegations leveled by her are
found to be false and manipu-
lated, the DGP is directed to take
action against her, in accordance
with the law,” ordered the HC.
The courtissued the directions
while hearing a plea by the
woman, who has sought to set
aside the order of Judicial
Magistrate First Class, Sirsa, which
had declined her application to

register an FIR for sexual harass-
ment and assault. The woman has
alleged thatherlandlord had ver-
bally harassed and physically as-
saulted her, following which she
gave a complaint to the police but
no action was taken. Her counsel
argued that the respondents had
evicted her from her rented ac-
commodation and were inillegal
possession of her documents and
household articles, and thus her
application forregistration for FIR
should be allowed.

Pune court cancels NBW against
Jarange Patil in cheating case

Pune: A court in Pune on Friday
cancelled the non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) issued against
Maratha activist Manoj Jarange-
Patil in connection with a cheat-
ing case lodged in 2013.
Judicial Magistrate (First
Class) A CBirajdar passed an or-
der in this regard and also
warned him not to make state-
ments disrespecting the court.
Jarange Patil furnished a per-
sonal recognizance (PR) bond of
Rs 3000 before the court, assur-
ing he would remain present for

the next hearing on September 3.

Meanwhile, a firstinformation
report (FIR)in this case was lodged
against Jarange Patil and two oth-
ers, all residents of Jalna district,
under sections 420 (cheating)and
406 (criminal breach of trust) of
the Indian Penal Code at the
Kothrud police station in Pune.
The complainant in this case is a
private person linked to a play
“Shambhuraje”. Jarange Patil and
others had allegedly offered him
30 lakh for performing the play
atsix locations in Jalna. ENS
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‘TERRORLINK NOT PROVEN’

Bombay HC grants bail
toteacher heldin 2021

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 2

OBSERVING THAT the prosecu-
tion failed to prove his terror con-
nection, the Bombay High Court
recently granted bail to Rizwan
Ibrahim Momin (43), a tuition
teacher arrested in 2021 for al-
leged terror links in connection
with a Delhi terror module case.

The Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) had ar-
rested three persons — Momin;
Mohammed Irfan Rehmatali
Shaikh, a tailor; and Zakir Hussain
Shaikh an auto rickshaw driver —
inthe case. The probe agency had
alleged that Shaikh had links
with fugitive Chhota Shakeel.

The agency claimed that
Shaikh was given shelter by
Momin, who helped destroy his
phone, and booked him under
Section 19 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA); this stipulates punish-
ment of three years, extending
up to life imprisonment.

The High Court, while allow-
ing Momin’s appeal against the
April 2023 order of the special
court that rejected his bail appli-
cation, observed that the “pros-

— BRIEFLY —

Fire breaks out
at Wazirabad
police station

malkhana

New Delhi: A fire broke
out in Wazirabad police
station’s malkhana (im-
pounding yard) Friday af-
ternoon. Fire officials said
seven fire tenders vehi-
cles were rushed to the
spot to douse the fire.
Officials said that the rea-
son behind the blaze and
the number of vehicles
gutted in the fire would
be confirmed only after
the blaze was fully
doused. The impounding
yard stores hundreds of
four-wheelers and two-
wheelers that have been
seized for various cases.
The fire services reported
no cases of injuries or
deaths. ENS

HC dismisses
Bibhav Kumar's
pleachallenging

his arrest

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Friday refused toin-
terfere with the arrest of
CM Arvind Kejriwal’s aide
Bibhav Kumar in connec-
tion with the alleged as-
sault on AAP MP Swati
Maliwal. Justice Neena
Bansal Krishna dismissed
the petition by Kumar
who challenged his arrest
on several grounds, in-
cluding that Delhi Police
acted with an “oblique
motive”. “Petition dis-
missed,” Justice Krishna
said while pronouncing
the verdict. PTI

ecution has failed to point out
any material to show that
Momin was aware of Zakir’s ac-
tivities or that the appellant had
participated in/ was aware of any
terrorist activities”.

It added that the appellant is
in custody for almost three years
and the trial against him has not
commenced as yet and the
charge has not been framed in
the case till date. It also noted
that the “appellant’s role is at par
with co-accused — Mohammed
Irfan Rehmatali Shaikh — who
has been granted bail.”

A division bench of Justices
Revati Mohite-Dere and GauriV
Godse passed a verdict on July
25, a copy of which was made
available Thursday.

Advocate Mubin Solkar, ap-
pearing for Momin, sought bail
on the grounds of parity with a
co-accused who was granted
bail by the HC last year.

He added that Momin, who
was running coaching classes for
students, had allowed Zakir to stay
athis residence fora nightin good
faith and had no knowledge of
Zakir being involved in any terror-
istactivitiesand was wrongly im-
plicated in the case without hav-
ing any criminal antecedents.

over Delhi terror plot

“Asfar as call detail records are
concerned, mere exchange of calls
between the appellant and Zakir
cannot be said to be incriminat-
ing, more particularly, when there
is no other evidence to show the
appellant had also not made calls
tothe wanted accused,” thebench
observed.

Itadded that the “appellant, a
teacher-cum-social worker was
distributing essential goods to
the needy during the Covid-19
time and that during the said
time, was using Zakir’s auto-rick-
shaw to ply the said goods.”

The bench said: “Considering
the material onrecord and having
perused the statements, we are
prima facie of the view that the
circumstances relied upon by the
prosecution are not of such a na-
ture, so as to sustain a reasonable
belief that the accusations against
the appellant are prima facie true.
Thus, there is no impediment to
grant bail under Section 43-D (5)
of the UAPA,” the bench held.

It directed Momin to be en-
larged on bail on executing a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000 with
sureties of same amount, and
asked him to visit the office of
the NIA, Mumbai, every month
till the conclusion of the trial.

IM operative, sentenced
to death in Hyderabad
blast case, acquitted in
Delhi terror email case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 2

PUNE-RESIDENT AJAZ Saeed
Shaikh, arrested on charges of
being an alleged Indian
Mujahideen operative, was ac-
quitted by a special court on
Friday in connection with a case
where he was booked for send-
ing emails to the media about
the terror attack at Jama Masjid
in Delhi in 2010.

Shaikh will, however, con-
tinue to remainin jail as he was
convicted in the Hyderabad
blasts case and sentenced to the
death penalty, which awaits
confirmation before the High
Court.

He is also undergoing trial in
other cases, including the
Mumbai 2011 triple blasts case
and is currently lodged in
Cherlapally jail in Hyderabad.

In 2010, an FIR was regis-
tered in the Cyber police station
in Mumbai against unknown
persons stating that on
September 19, 2010, an email
was sent on behalf of banned
terror organisation Indian
Mujahideen.

The email took responsibil-
ity for the attack in Delhi.

Police had alleged that the
mail was sent to create commu-
nal disharmony. The Mumbai
police took Shaikh's custody in
2015, after he was arrested by
the Delhi police in 2014, in an-
other case.

Police had claimed that
Shaikh had obtained a SIM
card through forged docu-
ments and also purchased a
mobile phone from Manish

Market in Mumbai to send the
email.

Shaikh was acquitted on
Friday from all charges includ-
ing forgery, criminal conspiracy
of the Indian Penal Code and
relevant sections of the anti-ter-
ror law, Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Shaikh through his lawyer,
Hasnain Kazi, submitted that
mandatory provisions of UAPA
were not adhered to.

He had submitted before the
court during the final argu-
ments that there was a delay of
three months in issuing of the
sanction after it was sought in
2015 and said that the sanction
order was issued without appli-
cation of mind, therefore, viti-
ating the trial.

It was also submitted that
the arrest order was not col-
lected from the designated of-
ficer by the investigating officer
before Shaikh'’s arrest.

[t was also submitted that
there was no evidence to show
that the email was sent from
Mumbai and there were contra-
dictions in the test identifica-
tion parade.

During the trial, which be-
gan in 2023, the 37-year-old
through his lawyers had also
submitted that an adverse in-
ference can be drawn from the
fact that CD claimed by the po-
lice to have CCTV footage of him
purchasing the mobile phone
used in the offence, was never
shown as evidence, nor was he
given a copy of it.

The detailed order on the
court’s reasoning for the ac-
quittal is yet to be made avail-
able.
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DEATHS AT RAU’S IAS STUDY CIRCLE: COURT TRANSFERS PROBE TO CBI

Students at protest site welcome HC

direction: MCD failed, counting on

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

STUDENTS PROTESTING outside
Rau’s IAS Study Centre finally
had something to cheer about.
The Delhi High Court Friday
transferred the probe into the
deaths of three students, who
drowned after being trapped in
the basement of the coaching
centre, to the CBI.

“We don’t trust the Delhi
Police anymore. The MCD has
failed. These buildings didn’t pop
up in a day. For years, they have
been building these illegal floors
and basements. These agencies
have proved that they couldn’t
solve the problem. We expect
the CBI to carry out a clear in-
spection,” said Saumitra Tiwari,
aUPSC aspirantand a student of
Sarrthi coaching centre.

Echoing the sentiment,
Vaibhav Singh, 23, an aspirant
from Lucknow who has been
preparing for the exams since
2022, said it’s the first step to-
wards getting justice for the
students — Tanya Soni, Shreya
Yadav and Nevin Dalwin.

“After seven days of protest, fi-
nally one of our demands has
been fulfilled. But the protests will
still continue... We demanded a
minimum of Rs 3 crore. But there
hasn’t been any written assur-
ance regarding that. Rau’s repre-
sentatives came yesterday and
promised Rs 50 lakh,” he said.

Saumitra added, “A house
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Students said the protest will continue till their demands are met. Amit Mehra

has lost its only hope. Parents
have lost a student. The country
has lost a future civil servant.
And they (Rau) are bargaining.”
Slamming the probes by the
Delhi Police and MCD into the in-
cident,the HCbenchreasoned the
transfer of the probe as necessary;,
considering “the seriousness of
the incident, to ensure that the
public has nodoubt” on the probe
and considering the possibility
that the incident “may involve
corruption by public servants”.
“Is this how civic planning
works? There is criminal negli-

gence attached to it, this is not a
swimming pool, it is a stormwa-
ter drain. If water is falling short of
reaching Yamuna, it will flood and
enter homes. It has to reach the
river. Even the Yamunariveris en-
croached,” the bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela said.
Another protester, who has
been preparing for the exams for
the last six years, said that HC's
strong observations on Delhi’s
civic planning were needed. “We
are happy that the court recog-
nised the inefficiency of the ad-

Back from Olympics win, national
shooting coach gets eviction notice

‘Had to leave behind the happiness over medals in Paris’

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

RETURNING FROM the Paris
Olympics where he guided
shooters Manu Bhaker and
Sarabjot Singh to victory, na-
tional pistol shooting coach
Samaresh Jung was met with
distressing news when he ar-
rived at his residence in Delhi’s
Khyber Pass Thursday evening -
— his ancestral home, where his
family has lived since before in-
dependence, is set to be demol-
ished Saturday morning.

“After the euphoria of Indian
shooters winning two Olympic
medals, I, the team coach, just re-
turned home from the Olympics
to the disheartening news that
my house and locality is to be de-
molished in 2 days,” Jung posted
on X Thursday night.

“Writ petition for interim re-
lief cancelled, not taken up for
hearing by high court. Is it an
emergency or war situation that
we hv to vacate in a day?
Decorated Sportsman Arjuna
Awardee not given a hearing, not
a positive message for our
sportsmen trying to win for the
country,” he added.

Speaking to The Indian
Express Friday, he said, “The au-
thorities came and announced
that the whole area is going to be
broken... whatever happiness we
had about bagging medals at the
Paris Olympics, we’ve had to
leave there.”

Jung, who lives with his fam-
ily of 12, expressed his frustra-
tion with the abruptness of the
demolition announcement. “My
mother is 75 years old; she has
to leave her decades-old house
now,” he said.

Jung, an Arjuna Awardee

Coach Samaresh Jung (centre) during a felicitation
ceremony, in New Delhi, Thursday. P11

who also represented India at
the 2006 Commonwealth
Games, where he won five
medals, added that he does not
oppose vacating the place but is
troubled by the short notice
given to residents to pack their
belongings and leave.

Anuja, his wife, a former
India shooter who won a gold
and a silver medal in the 2006
Commonwealth Games, said, “I
am packing right now...1do not
know what to leave and what
to take. This is the home that
the last three generations of our
family have been staying in...
there are generations-old be-
longings that we have to leave
such as the books written by
my husband’s father and
mother because we do not have
enough time to pack every-
thing.Iam trying to understand
the urgency of the authorities;
there is no war going on,
why could they not give us a
week’s time?”

According to a Delhi High
Courtorder from July 9, the land
belongs to the Ministry of

Defence. A notice was issued on
July 1, requiring residents to va-
cate by July 4. This was chal-
lenged, but in an urgent hearing
on July 3, the court had allowed
the demolition to proceed, pro-
vided due process was followed.

On July 9, the final hearing
took place and the court ruled
that the petitioners lacked docu-
ments proving their land own-
ership. The courtidentified them
as trespassers, stating that the
land, now under the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, was
being acquired for public pur-
poses.

Over 250 houses in the inner
part of the residential cluster
were first demolished on July 16;
officials have announced that
the remaining buildings are now
going to be demolished on
Saturday morning.

A senior government official
had said on July 16: “Fifteen acres
of around 32 acres of land which
belongs to the L&DO (Land and
Development Office) were
cleared; the remaining will be
cleared later.”

ministration. The desilting of Old
Rajinder Nagar has never been
done on time,” he said.

Soumya Jaiswal, 24, an aspi-
rant, said most of their demands
are not being fulfilled and the
protest will go on. “Promises
made by the administration are
vague. How and who will give the
requested compensation? When
will the committee of students,
teachers and officials be formed?
We are here to study, our prepa-
ration is being affected. But we
won'tend the protest till we get all
the answers.”

Social media
influencer held
for robbing

collection agent
of Rs 14 lakh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE DELHI Police Crime Branch
arrested a 19-year-old for al-
legedly robbing a collection agent
of lakhs in North Delhi last year.

On July 17 last year, Varun
Walia, a collection agent of a
Burari private company, was on
his way to Meena Bazaar, Jama
Mas;jid, to drop off Rs 14 lakh in
cash to a vendor. On Esplanade
Road in Chandni Chowk, “a per-
son snatched his money bag and
handed it over to another per-
son,” Walia said in the FIR.

The person with the bag
“handed it over to a third person”
and all of them then ran towards
Parade Ground Road, Walia said.

Police discovered that four
persons, including a minor, were
involved in the robbery. They ar-
rested three among the four ac-
cused, while the fourth accom-
plice, Saad (then 18), escaped.

Investigation revealed that
Saad was a social media influ-
encer with 1.5 lakh followers on
TikTok. With 18,000 followers,
he had started using Instagram,
after TikTok was banned in 2020.

“Saad would usually upload
videos of him and his girlfriend
or videos of him showing off
while driving different cars and
bikes,” an officer said, adding
thatit was easier to track him as
he continued uploading videos
even while on the run.

Three killed in building

collapse at Jahangirpuri

MCD points to DDA as land-owning
agency; it says we didn’t build it

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THREE PEOPLE died and four
others were rescued after a two-
storey building collapsed in
Northwest Delhi’s Jahangirpuri
Friday.

The building was situated in
the SMA Cooperative Industrial
Estate on GT Karnal Road and
was quite old, said MCD officials.

Police said the two-storey
building houses a garment fac-
tory. “There was some repair
work going on inside the build-
ing when it collapsed,” the offi-
cer added.

A call about the incident was
received at 12.51 pm and five fire
tenders rushed to the spot, said
Delhi Fire Services (DFS) officials.
Police and the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) were
also roped in to aid with rescue
efforts.

By 7.05 pm, DFS officials on
the ground reported that three
people had died and four were
rescued.

Police said the victims were
Mukesh (45), Vinod (50) and
Phoolwati (45). The injured —
Thakurdas (55), Nirmala (45),
Hari Shankar (18)and Jasim(33)
— were taken to Babu Jagjivan
Ram Memorial Hospital for
treatment.

On the collapse, a Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
spokesperson said: “Junior
Engineers and Assistant
Engineers of wards 16 and 17,
along with machinery, have
been deputed for removal of
malba (debris) and other assis-
tance as per requirement.”

The spokespersons also said
the industrial estate was devel-
oped by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and has not
been handed over to the MCD for
repair of roads and drains to date.

A DDA spokesperson re-
sponded: “The tragic incident at
Jahangirpuri is very painful.
However, it is clarified that the
building was neither con-
structed by the DDA nor main-
tained by DDA. The building was
built on private land.”

A portion of the two-storey building collapsed in Northwest
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri area, Friday afternoon. Praveen Khanna

GK-I residents protest against new CNG facility: ‘Will worsen traffic’

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

OVER 200 residents of B-Block in
Greater Kailash 1 are up in arms
against the construction of a
CNG facility, which they fear will
worsen the traffic situation and
affect access to essential services,
in the locality.

The facility is coming at the
Navyug petrol pump set up by
the Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) on
Hans Raj Gupta Marg. One of the
main access points to GK I, this
road is also adjacent to the
Nandanvan children’s park
which sees huge crowds from
other localities in the evenings.
Besides, the area has several key

landmarks with daily fre-
quenters — The Shri Ram Early
Years, a play school; Helvetia
Diagnostics and Healthcare, a di-
agnostic centre; and Kendriya
Vidyalaya Andrews Ganj, which
is a CBSE school with two shifts.

For several years now, resi-
dents said the petrol pump has
been a point of contention as it
has caused increased traffic.
With a CNG facility coming up,
they said it would lead to con-
gestion at the entry point affect-
ing residents or visitors to Blocks
A,B,LLM,N,S, W.

“How will we enter our
homes?” asked Vinod Karwa, 67,
who has been living in N Block
since 1998. The block has 258
plots and once the CNG facility is
functional, it would affect ap-

proximately 800 families living
inthe area, he said. “Without as-
sessing the feasibility of the lo-
cation and the route congestion,
how can this be set up, that too
inaresidential colony?”

On July 21, more than a 100
residents held a peaceful
demonstration at the petrol
pump.

Raja Puri, RWA President, N
Block said, “To support our cause,
the New Delhi MP (Bansuri
Swaraj), our constituency MLA
(Saurabh Bharadwaj) and area
councillor (Shikha Roy) wrote to
the authorities in the BPCL. But,
no response has been received
yet. A delegation also went to
meet higher-ups in BPCL at its
Mumbai headquarters.”

Thereis already a CNG facility

The facility is coming at the Navyug petrol pump set up by
the Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) on Hans
Raj Gupta Marg. Express
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in the vicinity, 400 metres away,
so the decision to set up the new
one is unclear, alleged Puri.

Karwa said he was part of the
delegation that met Sunil Kumar
Bains, the BPCL officer in charge
in the North for CNG Network
Expansion, around 15 days ago.
“He assured us a survey would be
conducted to assess the location.
But, nothing has been done and
work on installing the CNG gas
banks is happening,” he claimed.

When contacted, Bains, the
Chief General Manager of the
CNG Network Expansion
(Retail), declined to comment.
The BPCL did not respond to
queries posed by The Indian
Express via call or e-mail.

New Delhi MP Swaraj put for-
ward anappeal inaletter to Bains

onJuly 21.“The addition of a CNG
station could exacerbate traffic
issues, affecting local traffic flow
and accessibility to nearby essen-
tial services, including a chil-
dren’s park, Helvetia Hospital
and Shri Ram School,” she wrote.

Bharadwaj, in a letter dated
July 18, wrote to Bains, “To give
relief to the residents of my con-
stituency, you are directed toim-
mediately stop construction of
the CNG facility at the Navyug
Petrol Pump and look for other
alternate location immediately,
in consultation with the N-Block
Welfare Association.”

Earlier on July 9, Roy, the
Greater Kailash councillor, had
asked BPCL officials to “get the
CNG facility cancelled”.

When contacted, the area traf-

ficinspector (Sangam Vihar, South
District) said there was no NOC
from the Traffic Police department
for the construction of the CNG fa-
cility. “If we get a request, we will
assessand examine the location,”
the inspector said.

Varun Garg, General
Secretary RWA GK-1, N Block, re-
iterated that the traffic situation
will only increase if the facility
comes up.

“Usually, people stop their ve-
hicles to buy items from tehbazari
shopsin front of the petrol pump;
and given the landmarks near it,
thereis almost always heavy traf-
fic. If the CNG facility comes up,
the traffic problems will increase.
This is why we have presented
our concerns for immediate re-
lief,” he said.
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DEATHS OF 14 INMATES AT ASHA KIRAN

L-G, Atishi call for
inquiry: ‘Will not
go unpunished’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

FOLLOWING THE deaths of 14in-
tellectually challenged inmates of
the Delhi government-run Asha
Kiran shelter home last month, L-
G V K Saxena, taking a “grave
view” of what he termed was
criminal negligence on the part of
the officials concerned, ordered
immediate action against its ad-
ministrator and acomprehensive
inquiry on the state of all such fa-
cilities in the Capital Friday.

This, evenas Revenue Minister
Atishi issued direction for an ur-
gent probe into the matter, man-
dated a magisterial inquiry, and
putastrict48-hour deadline fora
preliminary investigation report
related to the incident.

According to government of-
ficials,a minor and sixwomenare
among those whodied at the gov-
ernment-run shelter and an in-
quiry commission was set up last
week to probe the matter. Official
sources said a majority of the in-
mates who died were aged be-
tween 20 and 30, and the cause
of death included various health
issues such as lung infections, tu-
berculosis and pneumonia.

“It appears that 28 intellectu-
ally disabled inmates, including
youth and adolescents have lost
their lives at Asha Kiran Home
run by the Social Welfare depart-
ment... since January this year. In
the month of July, 14 inmates
have lost their lives,” Saxena
stated in a communication to
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar.

“Honourable Lieutenant
Governor has taken a grave view
of the matter, which points to
criminal negligence... all these
young inmates, who were suffer-
ing from severe intellectual dis-
ability have lost their lives, appar-
ently on account of the poor

medical facilities,inadequate nu-
trition and poor water supply,” it
stated.

This “lack of sensitivity” and
“absence of supervision”, the L-
G noted further, pointed not only
to dereliction of duty but was
also “an act of criminality against
the most helpless and disadvan-
taged, who were entrusted to
the care of the Government”.

Saxenaissued directions for
a comprehensive inquiry on the
state of affairs of all govern-
ment-run shelter homes in-
cluding the deaths at Asha
Kiran, fixing responsibility,
within a week. “A white paper
on running of all Homes by the
Social Welfare, Women & Child
Department and DUSIB, includ-
ing expenditure, facilities, num-
ber of inmates admitted, med-
ical facilities available etc may
be prepared and submitted
within three weeks,” the com-
munication also stated.

Atishi emphasised that any
detected negligence among offi-
cers, doctors, nurses, caregivers,
or administrative staff will be
met with stringent action. “l want
toassure people of Delhi that any
death resulting from negligence
or irresponsible behaviour will
not go unpunished,” she said.

Administered by the Delhi
Social Welfare Department, Asha
Kiran has an occupancy of 980
intellectually challenged people.

“The post-mortem report of
these 14 deaths has not come yet.
However, initial investigations
revealed that many of the de-
ceased were suffering from many
physical problems other thanin-
tellectual disability... 14 deathsin
amonthisavery serious matter...
we have immediately ordered a
magisterial inquiry and a dead-
line of 48 hours has been given
for the preliminary investigation
report,” Atishi said.

‘What caused the deaths?’: Congress, BJP, 700 beds, a helipad
gligence, demand action

B

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

“DRINK ONLY Delhi Jal Board’s
water to avoid health issues,”
multiple posters promoting the
use of clean water and proper
hygiene are pasted outside the
gates of the Delhi government-
run Asha Kiran shelter home in
Rohini Sector 1. Last month, 14
of its intellectually challenged
inmates were reported dead
due to a slew of health-related
issues.

On Friday, it became
ground zero for several politi-
cal visitors after reports re-
garding the deaths surfaced,
even as Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena and the Delhi gov-
ernment ordered action
against its administration and
inquiries to get to the bottom
of the matter.

At the spot was Rekha
Sharma, National Commission
for Women (NCW) chief.

She alleged, “An average of
three children died every month
this year at this centre... And in
the last month, 14 people lost
their lives, including 8 women
and a minor...”

Sharma further alleged that

A delegation of the All India Mahila Congress protests
outside the Delhi government-run Asha Kiran shelter home

in Rohini Sector 1, Friday. Express

the facility lacked proper sanita-
tion and was heavily over-
crowded.

“Around 495 women are liv-
ing in a space meant for 250.
Moreover, the centre has only
100 toilets which are used by
everyone...,” she claimed.

While Sharma said an audit
by the NCW is underway and
she will send her report to the
central government, she said
she will ask for an independent
inquiry as well.

“This centre has faced con-
troversy for years and is not be-
ing properly run...,” the NCW
chief claimed, adding that she
“will request the central gov-
ernment to either take over the
centre or replace the current
staff with trained ones.”.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
the All India Mahila Congress
led by their general secretary,
Neetu Verma Soin, pulled up at
the centre in the evening.

“They are not even letting us

meet the warden or the chil-
dren inside. We want to know
what happened here, under
what circumstances these
deaths occurred. We demand
aninquiry... justice and the res-
ignation of officials and minis-
ters who are behind the
deaths,” Soin said.

Northwest Delhi BJP MP
Yogendra Chandolia, who vis-
ited the facility earlier during
the day, alleged that the Asha
Kiran home in Rohini which
lies under his jurisdiction had
been suffering due to “criminal
negligence” by the AAP gov-
ernment.

“The shelter, designed for 350
inmates, now houses 1,100 in-
mates, who suffer fromillnesses
and lack proper food facilities.
The deaths... clearly indicate in-
adequate provisions for food and
water,” he alleged.

There were not many resi-
dents around during the day.

Puneet Kumar, a Class XI Arts
student who studies in the adja-
cent school (Government Boys
Senior Secondary School), said:
“We often see kids (at the shel-
ter) quarrelling among them-
selves from our school.”

Himanshu Harsh is an intern
with The Indian Express

East Delhi drowning: L-G, AAP govt spar over
ownership of drain; HC to hear PIL Monday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

The AAP Delhi governmentand L-
G VK Saxena’s office Friday
sparred over the ownership of an
opendraininwhichawomanand
her son drowned in East Delhi.
Even as the AAP announced
it would protest outside Raj
Niwas to compel Saxena to ac-
knowledge his responsibility in
the matter, given the connection
of the drain to the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
which he chairs, Saxena termed
the allegations “patently false,

deliberately misleading and bla-
tantly improper”.

AAP Delhi convener Gopal
Rai said, “It is very unfortunate
that when a mother and son
died after falling into the open
drain of DDA between Mayur
Vihar Phase 3 and Khoda Colony
of UP, the BJP government at the
centre, its seven MPs in Delhi
and its L-G are silent on this.”

“Wherever we have responsi-
bility, we are standing there fight-
ing for the people with full
strength. But the L-G should tell
whether he has no responsibility
for this negligence of DDA?...If the
mother and child have died due to

the negligence of DDA, then ac-
tion will have to be taken against
those responsible,” he added.

The L-G's Secretariat, in re-
sponse, said the drain in which
the incident occurred at Khoda
Colony belonged to the MCD
under the AAP. According to the
L-G’s Secretariat, the total length
of the drain is 1,350 meters of
which 1,000 meters falls in the
MCD’s jurisdiction and had been
handed over to it on April 17 last
year while the rest was under
the DDA.

“DDA had de-silted its portion
of the drain recently and covered
it with RCC slabs... DDA had also

installed steel screen at the MCD-
DDA junction of the drain, to block
garbage flow,” it stated.

“The bodies were recovered
at the junction point of MCD and
DDA drain... The 1,000-metre
long drainin MCD’s jurisdiction is
uncovered and has not been de-
silted... Itis unfortunate to say the
least that the AAP and its leaders
have once again indulged in
shameless blame game even in
the wake of tragedies involving
death,” it added.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court is expected to hear on
August 5 a plea seeking action
against officials for the deaths.

facility: Gurgaon’s
new Civil Hospital
to cost Rs 900 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 2

SEVEN HUNDRED beds, a nine-
acre facility with a helipad:
Gurgaon’s new Civil Hospital will
be constructed at an estimated
cost of Rs 990 crore, said the
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Friday.

According to the CMO, Civil
Surgeon Dr Virender Yadav, ad-
ministrative and financial ap-
proval was received on July 26
for the construction of the gov-
ernment hospital. The health de-
partment will carry out the con-
struction through the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD) and the tender will be
issued between August 7 and 10;
Rs 60 crore will be transferred to

the CPWD for this.
Once the tender process is
complete, Haryana Chief

Minister Nayab Singh Saini is ex-
pected to lay the foundation
stone for the hospital in the last
week of August.

“The targetis to complete con-
structionin 30-36 months, as per
the plan. A helipad for air ambu-
lances will be built on the roof of
the hospital building. The new
hospital building will have two
floors for parking along with
multi-level parking. The building
will have CT, MRI units, nebulisa-
tion, immunisation, microbiology;,
clinical pathology, and other spe-
cialised sections,” said Dr Yadav.

The CMO added that this was
the first civil hospital in India
with 700 beds. “When we com-
bine these with the 42 emer-
gency and 130 ICU beds, it will
make it an 872-bed hospital,” he
said.

Dr Yadav further said there
will be five blocks in the hospital:

M One will be for wards, of-
fices, testing facilities, and other
amenities from the ground to
the 10th floor.

M The second will have a tu-

BUILDING PLAN

Ground Floor:
Emergency, labour
room, radiology
First Floor: General
OPD and gynecology
OPD

Second & third Floor:
OPD, gynecology ward,
blood bank, and lab
testing

Third Floor: SNCU,
NICU, ICU, dialysis

Fourth Floor:
Operation theater, pre
and post wards

Fifth Floor: Service
floor, waiting and café
area, PMO office,
private wards

Sixth to Ninth Floors:
General wards (120
beds each)

Tenth Floor: CMO

office, training hall,
education block

Roof: Helipad

berculosis ward and an OPD for
TB patients.

M The third one will provide
residential facilities for emer-
gency personnel, with a capac-
ity for 56 residents.

B Additionally, there willbe a
morgue and a service block. The
morgue will have walk-in freez-
ers,and a separate pathway will
be planned to transport bodies
from the wards to the morgue.
There will also be a dedicated
area for biowaste, Dr Yadav said.

Earlier called the Maternal
and Child Health Hospital, it be-
came a civil hospital around
2019. Due to infrastructure is-
sues, it was demolished and all
services shifted to the Sector 10
institution.
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INVITATION OF EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST

(REF: KCUB/H(V/R/24-25) The Kangra Central Co-op Bank Lid
Head Office, Dharmshala, Distt kangra (HP) Pin (176215) invites
sealed expression ol interest ( EOI) for Corporate Apency Arrangement
from IRDAL approved Insurance companies in General imsurpnee
Life Insurance & Health Insurance segments. The EOIl document
contmming briel objectuve, submission details & evaluation crilgéra
elc. can be downloaded from our website www.kech.in

Last date for submission 18 [6/08 2024 (ull 3 pm)

Sd/-

GENERALMANAGER

Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary Science University,
Jabalpur (M.P.)

Admission Notice for 2024-25

Applications are invited for admission in Bachelor of
Veterinary science & Animal Husbandry (B.V.5¢c. & AH.) and
Bachelor of Fishery Science (B.F.5¢.) degree courses for the
session 2024-25 under following quota seats:

1. For wards of Kashmiri Migrants and Kashmiri
Pandits /| Kashmiri Hindu Families (Non-migrants] living
in Kashmir valley

2, For students from
Kashmirand Ladakh
For details visit University website: www.ndvsu.org The

last date for submission of application form is 30™ August, 2024.

Corrigendum, if any, will only be posted in above website, no

press notice will be issued separately Sel-

No. 876/F/Vety./2024 Date: 02/08/2024 Registrar

Union Territories of Jammu &

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking]
A-11, SECTOR -24, NOIDA - 201301

Phone — 0120 2412204, 2412445, Fax: 0120 2412218
e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Ref No: NFLICO/Mktg-D/RFP/Start-Up/2024 Date ; 03.08.2024

Applications invited for Empanalment of Investment Banker(s)/
Merchant Banker(s) and Investment Advisor(s) for Advising and
Managing the Process of Screening and Due diligence of the
potential investment targets by MNational Fertilizers Limited to
Start-up. For details visit websile: https:/letenders.gov.in/
eprocurefapp (e-tendering) & www.nationalfertilizers.com
(Homepage). E-Application No. 2024 NFL_203438_1. Last
date of Bid submission/ date of Opening of Technical Bid
document is - 15.30 Hrs on 27.08.2024 [ 15.30 Hrs on
28.08.2024. Any Corrigendum (5) to this tender shall be

published only on ourwebsites, DGM-(Mktg-Domestic)

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Nangal Unit, Mayva Nangal=-140126 [Punjab)
Tel. Mo, (1387-220568, e-mall: ranjitsi@nfl.co.in

Tender Notice
Tender No.: NFL/IPN/SP/2022/23 Dated; 03.08.2024

On-line bids in Two Part Bid System on open tender basis are
invited through GEM portal for the followings:

1) | Mfg., Testing and Supply of Condensator complete in all
respecl as per drawing no. 61-MEQ-302, 61-MEQ-757 and
61-MEQ-758.

2) | EMD Amount: Rs. 1.00 Lakh

3) | Estimated Cost: Rs. 1.82 Crores

4) | Last Date & Time of on-line submission of tenders and
- opening of technical bids: As per GEM Bid Schedule.

For further details and scope of work etc. please visit Website:
www.nationalfertilizers.com/https:/gem.gowv.in. Any further
amendment/corrigendum to this tender shall be displayed only
on aforesaid websites. Vendors are advised o visit aloresaid

websites regularly. DGM (Mtls.)

NFL: A Navratna Company

Government of India

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade

This Department invites application from suitable candidates for filling
up of one post of Assistant Civil Engineer in the grade Pay of Rs. 4600/-
, Level-7, as per 7th CPC on Transfer on Deputation (including short
term contract) basis in Salt Commissioner Organization (SCO), an
attached office under DPIIT for posting at SCO, Mumbai,
Eligibility: Officers under the Central Government
(1) holding analogous posts on regular basis and possessing
degree/diploma in Civil Engineering from a recognized
University or equivalent; or
(i) holding posts in the scale of Rs. 1640-2900 (IV Pay
Commission) corresponding to Level-6(Pay Band-2) Rs.9300-
34800/- with Grade pay of Rs.4200/- or equivalent on regular
basis and possessing degree in Civil Engineering from a
recognized University or equivalent; or
(ii1) with three years' regular service in posts in the scale of Rs.
1640-2900 (IV Pay Commission) corresponding to Level-6
(Pay Band-2) Rs.9300-34800/- with Grade pay of Rs.4200/- or
equivalent and possessing diploma in Civil Engineering from a
recognized University or equivalent; or
(iv) with 5/8 years regular service in posts in the scale of Rs.
1400-2300/2600 (IV Pay Commission) corresponding to Level-
6 (Pay Band-2) Rs.9300-34800/- with Grade pay of Rs.4200/-
and possessing degree/diploma in Civil Engineering from a
recognized University or equivalent

The Departmental officers in the feeder category who are in the
direct line of promotion shall not be eligible for consideration for
appointment on deputation. Similarly deputationists shall not be eligible
for consideration for appointment by promotion.

(Period of deputation including period of deputation in another ex-cadre
post held immediately preceding this appointment in the same or some
other organization/department of the Central Government shall
ordinarily not exceed 3 years. The maximum age limit for appointment
by transfer on deputation shall be not exceeding 56 years as on the
closing date of receipt of applications.)

2. Complete details regarding eligibility criteria, educational
qualification etc. and Bio- data/Curriculum Vitae Proforma (in
word format), as mentioned above, can be downloaded from the
website under 'Publication’-'Jobs' tab on https://dpiit.gov.in and
http://www.saltcomindia.gov.in.

3. Application duly filled in and supported by all relevant documents
and envelop should be superscripted, "Application for the post of
Assistant Civil Engineer (ACE) on transfer of deputation basis" may
be sent through proper channel to Under Secretary, Salt Section,
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Vanijya
Bhawan, East Wing, st floor, 16-A Akbar Road, New Delhi-110011,
Email: salt-section@gov.in

4. The last date for receipt of applications is 60 days from the date of
publication of this circular in Employment News.

Sd.-(R.K. Soni)

CBC 05201/11/0010/2425  Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

&
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5,917 er: GST
from coaching

centres more

than doubled
in 5 yrs, RS told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE GOODS and Services Tax
(GST) collection from coaching
centres has more than doubled
in the past five years, according
to data from the Ministry of
Finance submitted by Minister
of State for Education Sukanta
Majumdar in response to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday.

The GST collection from
coaching institutions stood at Rs
2,240.73 crore in 2019-20 and
increased toRs 5,517.45 crore in
2023-24, Majumdar said, refer-
ring to data from the revenue
department, Ministry of
Finance.

The figure in 2020-21 saw a
marginal dip compared to the
previous year, at Rs 2,215.24
crore.

The collection rose to Rs
3,045.12 crore in 2021-22 and
further increased to 4,667.03
crore in 2022-23.

Majumdar was responding
to a question on whether the
coaching industry “is colossal
and expanding rapidly” and the
“estimated worth of the coach-
ing industry and its projected
growth in the near future”.

ROW OVER LOP’S

Rahul says govt ‘planning ED raid’, BJP |

‘CHAKRAVYUH’ SPEECH IN HOUSE

0 IN PARLIAMENT s

calls it ‘bid to distract’ from Wayanad

Opp parties move adjournment motion in the LS, seek discussion on ‘misuse of Central agencies’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

JUST HOURS after Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Friday claimed that
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED)is planning a “raid” against
him over his ‘Chakravyuh’
speech on Union Budget in
Parliament, the Congress moved
an adjournment motion in the
LS, seeking a discussion on the
“misuse of Central agencies”.
Comparing the Union Budget
with “Chakravyuh of the
Mahabharat war where
Abhimanyu was trapped and
killed”, Gandhi on Monday said
it had nothing for farmers,
youths, Agniveers and the mid-
dle-class. He promised that the
INDIA bloc will break this “gov-
ernment’s Chakravyuh” and en-
sure minimum support price
(MSP) legal guarantee and caste
census, among others.
Claiming that the raid is be-
ing planned as his speech on
Budget was not “liked by two in
one”, Gandhi posted on X early
Friday: “Apparently, two in one
didn’t like my Chakravyuh

MOVED BY DMK MEMBER ABDULLA

Private resolution in

RS seeks scrapping of

NEET, NTA, moving
education to state list

Govt opposes: Discussing issue will
go against the spirit of SC judgment’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

AMID STIFF opposition from the
government, DMK Rajya Sabha
MP from Tamil Nadu M
Mohamed Abdulla on Friday
moved a private member reso-
lution seeking repeal of NEET
and NTA while allowing states to
conduct medical entrance tests,
besides a law to remove educa-
tion from the concurrent list.

Abdulla moved the resolution
during the afternoon session of
the Rajya Sabha. It sought mov-
ing education from the concur-
rent list to the state list in the
Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution. It also added that
NEET and NTA should be re-
pealed and medical admissions
should be based on the stated re-
quirements of state governments.
A compensation of Rs 1 crore to
the families of victims affected by
the NEET exam was also sought.

In his speech, Abdulla under-
lined “injustice” meted out to
domiciled students of states and
aninfringement upon the auton-
omy of state governments in the
field of medical education.

“The NEET exam is flawed in
the way of selection of eligible
candidates,” he said and cited
the "present NEET question pa-
per leaks, the irresponsible
award of grace marks and the in-
ability of NTA to successfully
conduct the exam without prej-

@l ' DMKMP
M M M Abdulla
udice to students”.

Opposing the resolution, MoS
for Education Jayant Chaudhary
said it went against several prece-
dents and parliamentary norms
and practices. The Supreme Court
gave its directions in 2018, after
which the exam was being con-
ducted by NTA, he added.

Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs Kiren Rijiju said: “At a
time when the government has
agreed with the Supreme Court
order and has started the imple-
mentation process, discussing
the topic again will not be appro-
priate considering the tradition
we have followed," he said.

Leader of House ] P Nadda
defended NEET by saying that
“earlier, medical education was a
lucrative business, with one seat
being sold for nearly Rs 8 crore”.

Opposition CPI(M)'s John
Brittas and V Sivadasan, AAP's
Raghav Chadha and Congress'
Shaktisinh Gohil said disallow-
ing a member to move a resolu-
tion “approved by the Chairman
would be an infringement to a
member's right”. TMC's Jawhar
Sircar, DMK’s N R Elango and
R]JD’s Manoj Kumar Jha also
spoke in favour of the resolution.

speech. ED ‘insiders’ tell me a
raid is being planned... Waiting
with open arms, Enforcement
Directorate... chai and biscuits
onme.”

Reacting to Gandhi’s allega-
tions, BJP leader and former
Union  Minister  Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said that the sen-
ior Congress leader was creating
a new narrative to distract peo-
ple from the scrutiny of the mas-
sive landslides in Kerala’s
Wayanad and his accountability
as the MP there.

“This is nothing but Rahul
Gandhi trying to move the spot-
light away from the growing
scrutiny of the Wayanad disas-
ter and his role as the MP there.
This is a silly attempt to make
himself and fake victimhood the
story,” the BJPleader wrote on X.
“Distracting people with absurd
statements and lies is at the
heart of Rahul-Congress strat-
egy, but that’s become obvious.”

However, several Opposition
parties on Friday rallied behind
Gandhi and targeted the BJP for
“misusing the Central agencies”.

Congress MP and Whip in
the Lok Sabha Manickam Tagore
on Friday moved an adjourn-

Wiaiting... chai and biscuits
on me: Rahul Gandhion X

ment motion in the Lok Sabha,
seeking an urgent discussion on
the misuse of Central agencies.
In his letter to Speaker Om
Birla, Tagore said: “The
Opposition condemns the BJP
government’s misuse of agen-
cies like the ED, CBI and Income
Tax for political harassment...
Despite the dip in their strength
from 303 to 240 seats as well as
reliance on alliances with the
TDP and JEM, the government
continues to deploy these
(Central) agencies to intimidate
opposition leaders and force
compliance, undermining dem-

ocratic principles.”

Tagore further said that “this
misuse of state power is unac-
ceptable as it threatens the in-
tegrity of our institutions”. “We
demand animmediate cessation
of these practices, and call for re-
spect for democratic norms and
autonomy of our agencies. The
health of our democracy de-
pends on impartial governance
and fair political engagement,”
said the three-time MP from
Virudhnagar in Tamil Nadu.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP
Sanjay Singh said that the Centre
intends to put the ED and Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
against Gandhi because he was
trying to expose the NDA gov-
ernment during his speech in
Parliament.

Addressing the media on
Friday, Singh said: “The ED and
CBI are working as (govern-
ment)agencies to shut the voice
of the Opposition and bring
down their governments. I
would tell Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that he needs to
understand that times have
changed. He has reached 240,
and if he continues like this, he
will reach even 24 and two.”

Kerala landslides:
Cong’s privilege
motion against
Shah over ‘early
warning’ claim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

CONGRESS MP Jairam Ramesh
Friday moved a notice in Rajya
Sabha to initiate privilege pro-
ceedings against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for his “false
statements” on the early warn-
ings issued by the Union govern-
ment to Kerala government on
the Wayanad landslides.
Ramesh wrote to Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar,
saying Shah'’s claims “were fact-
checked by media”.

Shah had told Rajya Sabha
Wednesday the Centre warned
the Kerala government on July
23 of the possibility of excessive
rain and landslides, seven days
before landslides in Wayanad
districtled to atleast 210 deaths.

HoOUSE
(GUESTS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
with a delegation from the
West African country of
Togo on Friday. The group
comprised ministers,
parliamentarians,
Constitutional Court judges
and advisers from Togo. PTI

Chouhan in RS: Being anti-farmer in DNA
of Congress, never gave priority to sector

Less procurement by Govt at MSP means situation of farmers good: Dhankhar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

ACCUSING THE Congress of hav-
ing “anti-farmer ideology”,
Union Minister for Agriculture
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said on
Friday that the party never gave
priority to the farm sector
throughout its rule after
Independence.

Replying to a discussion in
the Rajya Sabha on the working
of his ministry, Chouhan high-
lighted the work done by the
Modi Government in the last 10
years and said the Centre was
committed to providing remu-
nerative prices of crops to farm-
ers as well as urea and DAP fer-
tilisers at highly subsidised rates.

“The government has six pri-
orities for the growth of the agri-
culture sector - increasing farm
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Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in Rajya Sabha. p11

production, reducing input cost
for farming, providing remuner-
ative prices to farmers, adequate
relief to farmers in case of natu-
ral calamities, diversification
and value addition in agricul-
ture, and promoting natural
farming,” he said.

Chouhan also assured the
Opposition parties that the
Central government was open to

considering their concrete sug-
gestions and would also try to
implement the “workable ones”
for farmers’ welfare.

Chouhan took on Opposition
parties for accusing the Modi
Government of working against
the interest of the farm sector
and rejected the charges of re-
duction in allocation of funds to
agriculture and allied sector in

Meitei and Hmar leaders hold peace talks in Jiribam

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 2

REPRESENTATIVES OF Meitei and
Hmar communities from
Manipur’s tense Jiribam district
are working towards gradually
easing the situation by meeting
in the neighbouring Cachar dis-
trict in Assam. In the latest such
meeting held on Thursday, they
arrived at an agreement to enable
“controlled movement” of both
communities within Jiribam.
The process of such “peace
talks”, coordinated by the district
Superintendent of Police, is
unique to Jiribam and has eluded
other conflict-hit parts of
Manipur. Different group lead-
ers told The Indian Express that
they are keen on enabling a safe
passage back home for all dis-

placed people in the district
through discussions.

On Thursday, leaders of nine
civil society organisations from
Jiribam, representing Meitei and
Hmar interests, as well as Thadou,
Paitei and Mizo representatives,
met at the CRPF Group Centre in
Cachar, in a meeting moderated
by the District Collector,
Superintendent of Police, the DIG
CRPF of Jiribam, and the
Commandants of the 39 Assam
Rifles and 87 Battalion CRPF.
Hmar, Thadou, Paitei and Mizo all
come under the Zoumbrella, cur-
rently in conflict with the Meiteis
in Manipur.

At the meeting, they agreed
on three key resolutions. The first
was for “both sides to make full
efforts to bring normalcy and
prevent incidents of firing and
arson”. The second was to coop-

Ongoing
® process

EXPLAINED

THIS IS the second such
meeting where groups
from both sides have met
since Jiribam was first
gripped with tensions on
June 6. The first was held
onJuly 1 inSilchar.
However, there have been
sporadic incidents of ar-
son and firing since then.
The next meeting is likely
after August 15.

erate with security forces oper-
ating in the district. And the third
key was for “controlled and co-
ordinated movement”.

According to a leader of one
of the Meitei groups that at-
tended the meeting, the most
important decision was on “con-
trolled movement”. Because of
the current tensions, parts of the
district have become inaccessi-
ble to the community in the mi-
nority there. The Hmars and
Kukis who resided in and around
Jiribam town have fled to Cachar,
while Meitiei families living
close to the Hmar-majority hills
in Borobekra subdivision are in
relief camps in Jiribam.

“We agreed that both sides
should have free movementinall
parts, but that will take some
time. Till then, we have agreed to
have a system of controlled
movement. If a member of one
community wants to go toa part
where they can’t right now, they
should informall the civil society

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

organisations and security forces
so they can go there safely,” said
the Meitei group leader.

An official who attended the
meeting said, “We believe thata
beginning has been made,
though there are challenges
ahead. We hope that the people
will soon realise the futility of the
conflict. We appreciate the peo-
ple of Jiribam for agreeing to
come to the meeting.”

Thisis the second such meet-
ing where groups from both sides
have met since Jiribam was first
gripped with tensions on June 6.
Neighbouring Assam has served
as a “neutral place” for these
meetings and the first meeting
was held there on July 1inSilchar,
with representatives of 19 groups
in attendance. It was moderated
by Jiribam Superintendent of
Police M Pradip Singh.

the Budget. He also dismissed
the allegation that the govern-
ment was not buying enough
quantity of food grains from
farmers at the minimum sup-
port price (MSP).

“Congress ke DNA me hi kisan-
virodh hai. Aqgj se nahi, prarambh
se hi Congress ki prathmiktayein
galat rahi hai (Congress DNA is
anti-farmer. Not from today, but
since the beginning, it has mis-
placed priorities),” he said.

Joining the discussion,
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
said, “Less procurement at MSP
means the situation of farmers
is good and they are getting good
prices in the market.” He said the
government should enhance
MSP regularly. Chouhan assured
him that the government will
workin this direction as the Modi
government considers farmers
“God” and not a “vote bank”.
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Shiromani Akali Dal MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal and (right)
Independent MP Pappu Yadav in Lok Sabha, Friday. P11

Opp targets Govt
over health spend,
BJP MP highlights
‘paucity’ of doctors

Opp contends: Allocation should have
been 2.5% of GDP, goal Govt itself set

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

EVEN AS the Opposition criti-
cised the Government’s “inade-
quate” healthcare spend, BJP Lok
Sabha MP from Bihar Sanjay
Jaiswal on Friday sought to high-
light a “serious paucity of doc-
tors” at community health cen-
tres (CHCs) in rural areas and
warned that the issue could cre-
ate problems if not addressed.

“Iwishto attract the attention
of the Health Minister (JPNadda)
towards a problem. Thereis a se-
rious paucity of doctors in the
health and wellness centres and
CHCs. We want these centres to
have women and child care sur-
geons and physicians... but we
also need specialist doctors in
these centres... There are only
10% CHCs which have all these
specialists,” Jaiswal said.

The BJP MP, a former presi-
dent of the BJP’s Bihar unit, also
criticised the National Medical
Council (NMC) for derecognising
the diplomas issued by College
of Physicians and Surgeons
(CPS), an accreditation body that
has beenin existence since 1912
and offers post-graduate
diploma courses in several dis-
ciplines. The CPS courses provide
an alternate route to MBBS stu-
dents for post-graduate studies.

“Suddenly, the National
Medical Council has taken a de-
cision which has barred these
students from working in CHCs
or health and wellness centres
as specialists. We will never
reach the required level if we fail
to recognise these diplomas.
NMC is now again behaving like
the old Medical Council of India.
There used to be so much cor-
ruption,” he said. He showed an
advertisement by the Madhya
Pradesh government for recruit-
ment of anaesthetists in govern-
ment hospitals and pointed out
how all states were struggling
because of lack of specialists.

Jaiswal, however, spoke at
length on how the Modi
Government had “transformed”
the country’s health sectoras com-
pared to the UPA. He also said that
Punjab, Karnataka and Telangana,
all ruled by Opposition parties,
spent the least on healthcare.

The Opposition, meanwhile,
attacked the government for al-
leged apathy towards the health-
care sector. Tariq Anwar of the
Congress said, “The health of the
health department is not good.
The doctor’s profession was once
considered noble. It has now be-

BJP Lok Sabha member
Sanjay Jaiswal. File

come business. In the Hunger
Index, of the 125 countries, we
are placed at 111. Government is
charging health cess, but spend-
ing on health has decreased.”

Anwar also criticised the
Ayushman Bharat scheme, say-
ing it had become a scheme to
benefit private hospitals.

Lalji Verma of the Samajwadi
Party expressed disappointment
that “healthcare was not part of
the Finance Minister’s nine pri-
orities”. He said thatin FY 23-24,
healthcare had a share of 1.91%
in the GDP but had decreased to
1.81% of the GDP.

TMC’s Sharmila Sarkar said
the healthcare budget was “inad-
equate”. “It should have been 2.5%
of the GDP, a target that was set
by the government. The condition
of regional AIIMS is horrible. If Al-
IMS name is to be used, some
standard should be maintained.
It is critical to prioritise primary
healthcare as 2/3rd of the popula-
tion lives in villages,” she said.

AIMIM MP Asaduddin
Owaisi said the Budget was
much less than the target of 2.5%
and that the funding for National
Health Mission had not kept up
withinflation, resulting in health
centres not being properly
staffed. He also went on to say
that the PM had been propagat-
ing “false views” that Muslims
have more children, stating that
the total fertility rate had
dropped the fastest amongst
Muslims from 4.4% to 2.3%.

SAD MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal
highlighted shortage of doctors
in the country. She, however, ap-
preciated the government’s move
to provide relief in taxes on cancer
drugs. Independent MP Pappu
Yadav questioned GST on health
services. He also said India con-
tinues to use medicines banned
in other countries.

BJP’s Daggubati Purandeswari
criticised the Opposition. “The 2.5%
of GDP that needs to be allocated
forhealthis not necessarily incum-
bent upon the Centre... We see
largely that states are not so forth-
coming..whenitcomestohealth,”
she said. WITHENS INPUTS

Meghalaya tlghtens rules on mlgrant
workers: Stricter scrutiny, more fine

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,AUGUST 2

VERIFYING “CRIMINAL an-
tecedents” of migrant workersand
a twenty-fold increase in fines for
their non-registration-— these are
some of the major changes that
the Meghalaya Cabinet approved
to an existing law on Friday as the
state witnesses a massive push-
back against non-locals.
According to Meghalaya gov-
ernment spokesperson Paul
Lyngdoh, amendments to the
Meghalaya Identification
Registration Safety and Security
of Migrant Workers 2020 and
the rules for the implementation
of the Act were among the vari-
ous topics discussed at the

Cabinet meeting on Friday.
Among these changes is in-
creasing the fine for non-regis-
tration of migrant workers to Rs
1lakh from the currentRs 5,000,
Lyngdoh said after the meeting.
The Actitself defines migrant
workers as a person “not belong-
ing” to Meghalaya and who is
not domiciled in the state but
seeks employment in the state
and excludes “any work ordinar-
ily involving research or is man-
agerial, administrative or super-
visory capacity etc.” . It mandates
that every such “migrant
worker” be registered with the
state government, which will is-
sue them a Registration Card,
and places the responsibility for
this registration on the person
employing or engaging them.

The Cabinet decided to adopt
a system to “ensure that only
those with no criminal an-
tecedents can join the workforce
as migrant workmen” in
Meghalaya, Lyngdoh said. The
Centre’s Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network System is to
be used for this, with police and
labour departments coordinat-
ing in its implementation.
“These amendments will be in-
troduced in the state assembly
in the upcoming (autumn) ses-
sion,” Lyngdoh said. The session
is to be held from August 23-30.

These announcements come
against the backdrop of growing
pressure from various groups in
the Khasi hills for implementa-
tion of an Inner Line Permit in
the state.
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SC expands
ambit of NEET
panel, extends
report deadline

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

IN ITS detailed ruling on the
NEET-UG exam Friday, the
Supreme Court expanded the
ambit of the seven-member ex-
pert committee that was formed
by the Union government to sug-
gest measures for smooth and fair
conduct of examinations by the
National Testing Agency (NTA).

The court said the expert panel,
led by former ISRO chairman K
Radhakrishnan, shall additionally
lookintoissues of examination se-
curity and administration.

The court asked the panel to
suggest advanced data security
protocols — including encryption
and secure data transmission
methods — to protect examina-
tion materials.

“It shall also consider the vi-
ability of NTA engaging in inter-
national cooperation with ex-
amination  bodies  and
educational authorities from
other countries to share best
practices, security measures, and
innovative solutions,” said the
apex court.

The SC extended the dead-
line to submit its report to the
Union Ministry of Education —
from August 22 set by the Centre
to September 30.

8 GOVT & POLITICS

INDETAILED NEET RULING, APEX COURT FLAGS SERIES OF LAPSES BY NTA

SCraises security concerns on use of
rt NEET papers

e-rickshaws totra

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
& ABHISHEK ANGAD
NEW DELHI, RANCHI, AUGUST 2

HAVING HELD that there was no
systemic leak of NEET-UG pa-
pers which would warrant its
cancellation, the Supreme Court
Friday flagged a number of con-
cernsin the conduct of the exam
this year by the National Testing
Agency (NTA) — specifically
pointing to the use of e-rick-
shaws for transporting question
sheets, which was reported by
The Indian Express.

On July 23, a three-judge
bench led by Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud had in an in-
terim order rejected demands for
a retest and had said that it will
give areasoned judgement later.
In the detailed verdict pro-
nounced Friday, the bench, also
comprising Justices ] B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra, said: “The in-
formation before us at this stage
does not show that the question
paper was disseminated widely
using social media or the inter-
net... The CBI investigation re-
veals the number of students
who are the beneficiaries of the

NEW ADDRESS

BUNGALOW NUMBER 12 at Safdarjung Road will soon be
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s new ad-
dress in Lutyens’ Delhi. Chouhan has been staying at a guest-
house in the Pusa complex since he became a minister on June
8. For the initial few days, he stayed at the Madhya Pradesh
Bhawan in Chanakyapuri. Chauhan’s predecessor at 12,
Safdarjung Road was Minister of State for Panchayati Raj Kapil
Moreshwar Patil, who lost the Lok Sabha elections from
Bhiwandi to Suresh Mhatre of NCP(SP).

UNWANTED VISITOR

AN “INTRUDER” posed a challenge for security personnel as well
as MPs on the Parliament premises on Friday. A monkey was spot-
ted roaming the corridors outside the Lok Sabha chamber and
later the MPs’ lobby. Sources say the simian may have entered
through one of the gates of the building, as the new Parliament
does not have open corridors like the old one. Once spotted, the
monkeywas chased out by the security personnel but not before
it had jumped on sofas in the MPs’ lobby. While monkey sight-
ings were common in the old building, Friday’s visit may have
been the first such encounter in the new building, say sources.

IN LIGHTER VEIN

SAMAJWADI PARTY MP Jaya Bachchan engaged in a friendly
banter with Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar in the Rajya Sabha
on Friday. Bachchan, who had last week objected to “Amitabh”
being mentioned as her middle name in the House by Deputy
Chairman Harivansh, started her speech with “Main Jaya
Amitabh Bachchan...” She went on to ask Dhankhar if he had
his lunch during the break. She said in jest that the Chairman
was repeatedly taking the name of Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh as he could not digest his lunch till he mentioned him.
Responding on a lighter note, Dhankhar said he did not get
time for lunch during the recess but ate later with Ramesh.
“Aqj hiliya,” he said. Dhankhar then said he is a fan of both Jaya
and Amitabh. “I have not seen a couple like you,” he said.

West Bengal ration case: ED
arrests TMC leader, brother

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,AUGUST 2

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED)arrested Trinamool Congress
(TMC)leader Anisur Rahman and
his brother Alif Noor alias Mukul
Rahman in the early hours on
Friday, after they were interro-
gated for nearly 14 hours in con-
nection with alleged “irregulari-
ties” in the West Bengal public
distribution system.

Anisur, who is the TMC's
Deganga block unit president,
and his brother Alif were de-
tained for questioning after raids
on their properties and offices.
They were produced in court

laterin the day and remanded in
ED custody till August 12. This
comes after the ED arrested for-
mer food and civil supplies min-
ister Jyotipriya Mallick and busi-
nessman Bakibur Rahman in
connection with the same probe.

The ED has also summoned
Barik Biswas, said to be a close
aide of Mallick, to appear before
it on Friday. Biswas’s apartment
was among properties where
the ED conducted searchesin the
alleged ration scam on Tuesday,
and as per the agency, Rs 20lakh
was recovered from his flat.

ED sources said documents
of 22 properties have been found
among the documents recov-
ered from Biswas’s office.
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Oasis School principal Ehsanul Haque handing over OMR
sheets to a private courier company on May 5. Express

malpractice at Hazaribagh and
Patna at this stage. This leads us
to conclude that it is possible to
separate the beneficiaries of mal-
practice or fraud from honest stu-
dents. This being the case, the
Court cannot direct a re-exam.”

The court also said that using
e-rickshaws and private courier
companies for transporting
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (Undergraduate) papers
“raises concerns about the secu-
rity and reliability of paper-han-
dling procedures”.

The Indian Express had first re-

ported in June that the investiga-
tors had found negligence on the
part of at least one courier com-
pany that used an e-rickshaw to
ferry the question papers in
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh, the
place where the leak allegedly
occurred. The e-rickshaws were
allegedly used to ferry question
papers from the courier com-
pany’s office on the outskirts of
Hazaribagh to the strongroom of
a local bank, from where it was
then taken to exam centres.
“...E-rickshaws are relatively
unsecured and lack proper mon-

nspo

itoring, making them unsuitable
for the secure transit of sensitive
examination materials. This
method might be vulnerable to
theft, tampering, and mishan-
dling, posing a serious risk to the
integrity of the examination
process. Although no lapses on
this count have emerged this
year, the possibility of such
lapses is enough to warrant a
change in the mode of trans-
portation,” the SC order said.

The court listed more issues
in the manner the NTA conducted
the exam, telling it to implement
stringent security measures.

“In one of the centres (where
the alleged leak occurred), the
rear door of the strongroom was
opened and unauthorised per-
sons were permitted to access
the question papers. This indi-
cates that thereis a serious lapse
in security...” the ruling said.

The NTA also did not specify
a time by which the OMR sheets
had to be sealed after the conclu-
sion of the exam, which could
lead to dishonest elements tam-
pering with the sheets, it said.

“Yet another point of concern
is that NTA relies on persons over
whom it does not exercise direct

oversight to be the invigilators
for the exam,” said the court.

Pointing to incidents of ques-
tion papers stored in the Canara
Bank vault being distributed in-
stead of those stored in SBI to can-
didates in at least 12 centres, the
court said: “This either indicates
that the city coordinators wereir-
responsible and not fit for duty or
that the information as to which
question paper was to be distrib-
uted to candidates was not prop-
erly communicated to them”.

The bench said it is a matter
of “serious concern” that the
number of those who scored 720
out of 720 “fell from sixty-seven
to seventeen during the course
of the hearing”.

The SC also termed as “most
unfortunate...the lack of respon-
sible decision-making with re-
spect to the 1563 candidates who
were initially awarded compen-
satory marks”, only to be with-
drawn later and given a retest.

Investigations have found
that the leak allegedly occurred
atHazaribagh's Oasis School —a
NEET centre. School principal
Ehsanul Haque and vice-princi-
pal Imtiyaz Alam are among
those arrested in the case.

TOP COURT RULING ON SC SUB-CLASSIFICATION

Sub-quota for SCs: Finding
e meesr data easier said than done

Reservation must
be for all Dalits...

panel’s ex-chief

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

THE NARENDRA Modi govern-
ment should set the ball rolling to
classify the Scheduled Castes (SC)
and Scheduled Tribes (ST) into
sub-categories for the purpose of
distributing the benefits of reser-
vation among the most deprived
Dalit and Adivasi communities,
BJP leader and former chairman
of the erstwhile National
Commission for SCs and STs, Bizay
Sonkar Shastri, has said.

Even as other leaders in the BJP
whom The Indian Express spoke to
said the party would study the re-
cent Supreme Court judgmenton
the issue before coming up with
its view, Shastri welcomed the
verdict.

“There should be sub-classifi-
cationamong SCs.Some commu-
nities are benefitting the most
from reservation while others are
not getting any benefit. So, if the
quota is sub-categorised, a path
will open for reservation benefits
reaching those who have not got
the benefit of reservation forlong,”
Shastri, from the Khatik (SC) com-
munity in Varanasi said.

Shastri cited the example of
the Meenas of Rajasthan, saying
they have benefited most from
the ST quota, leaving others be-
hind. Shastriwas the last chairper-
son of the National Commission
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the days of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee as PM, before
the constitutional body was bifur-
cated in 2004 into the National
Commission of Scheduled Castes
and the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes.

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

A CRUCIALaspect of the Supreme
Court’slandmark verdict empow-
ering states to make sub-classifi-
cations within the Scheduled
Caste (SC) category is that the
court has held that sucha process
has to be undertaken based on
“quantifiable and demonstrable
data” on the levels of backward-
ness and representation in gov-
ernment services and education
institutions and noton “whims or
as a matter of political expedi-
ency”.

However, finding “quantifi-
able and demonstrable data” is
easier said than done if efforts to
examine the sub-categorisation
of Other Backward Classes(OBCs)
are something to go by. Hampered
by alackof credible and expansive
data, the reports of both the four-
member Rohini Commissionand
the Raghavendra Kumar panel are
limited in scope. While there has
not been any movement on the
recommendations of the Rohini
Commission report since it was
submitted on July 31, 2023, the
Raghavendra Kumar panel report
inUttar Pradesh has been lyingin
cold storage since 2018.

While SCs and Scheduled
Tribes are enumerated during the
Census —lastheldin2011 —there
has not been any effort to gather
dataon caste-wise representation
in government jobs and educa-
tional institutions. For OBCs, both
sets of data are not collected and,
in recent months, changing this
has formed the crux of the
Opposition’s politically charged
demand for a nationwide caste
census. Now, with this Supreme
Court verdict, expanding the am-

Delaysin
sub-quota
® forOBCs

EXPLAINED

FINDING “quantifiable
and demonstrable data”
for SCs is difficult, if ef-
forts to examine the sub-
quota for OBCs are any-
thing to go. Caste-wise
population and caste-
wise representation are
the data sets required to
decide sub-groups.
While SCs and STs are
enumerated during the
Census, there has been
no effort to gather data
on caste-wise represen-
tation in govt jobs and
educational institutions.

bit of this caste census becomes a
real possibility, fuelling the battles
between the BJP-led government
and the Opposition in the coming
months.

The Modi government ap-
pointed the panel headed by
Justice Rohini, a retired Chief
Justice of the Delhi HC on October
2,2017, to examine if the percep-
tion that only a few affluent of the
more than 2,600 OBC groups
listed in the Centra List had bagged
most of the benefits of 27% reser-
vation for OBCs.The argument for
sub-categorisation — or creating
categories within OBCs for reser-
vation — is that it will ensure “eq-
uitable distribution” of represen-
tation among all OBC groups.

In2018, the panel analysed the
data of 1.3 lakh central govern-
ment jobs under the OBC quota
over the preceding five years,and
OBCadmissions to central higher

education institutions, including
universities, IITs, NITs, [IIVIs and Al-
IMS, over the preceding three
years. The analysis showed that
97%of all jobs and education seats
have gone to 25% of OBC castes
and 24.95% have gone to just 10
OBC communities.

After 13 extensions to its
tenure, the Commission submit-
ted its report to the government
on July 31, 2023. A source in the
Ministry of Social Justice Ministry;,
the nodal ministry for the exercise,
termed the report “politically sen-
sitive” and said, “We have noidea
whatwill bedone based on there-
port.”

The year after Rohini
Commission was set up in May
2018 the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment in UP set up the Justice (re-
tired) Raghvendra Kumar panel.
The committee set up the report
five months later but its recom-
mendations have not been made
public yet. Sources in the UP gov-
ernment said the panel recom-
mended that the 79 OBC groups
in the state be sub-categorised
into three groups, namely the
Backward Class (Yadavs, Kurmis,
Jaats etc), More Backward Classes
(Gujars, Lodhs, Kachhis,
Kushwahas, Shakyas, Sahus etc);
and Most Backward Classes
(Nishads, Rajbhars, Banjaras,
Binds, Kahars, Kashyaps, Qureshis
etc). The panel recommended 7%,
11%, and 9% quota from the OBC
reservation pie.

However, the report has not
seen the light of the day since
then. “Itisin the process of imple-
mentation. We have assigned a
senior IAS to examine it,” UP
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Backward Classes
Welfare Narendra Kashyap told
The Indian Express.

Dalit leader who fought for SC sub-quota:
‘Verdict will benefit a hundred generations’

FOLLOWING THE SC sub-quota
order, Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy said the state would start
the process toimplement reser-
vation for Madigas and other
Dalit sub-castes. Madigas are the
largest of the 59 SC sub-castesin
Telangana. Madiga Reservation
Porata Samithi chief MANDA
KRISHNA MADIGA, a supporter
of the sub-classification for
decades, told NIKHILA HENRY
that the order was a victory for
marginalised communities.

How do you feel after the win
for sub-caste reservation?

The agitation of Madiga peo-
ple, which started in 1994, has
come to a conclusion. The ruling
has brought us much happiness.

A hundred generations of
Madigas and other downtrod-
den castes will benefit.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
MANDA KRISHNA
MADIGA

CAMPAIGNER FOR MADIGA
RESERVATION

What contributed to the win?

[ attribute this victory to
three kinds of people. One, those
who gave up their lives for reser-
vation. Secondly, MRPS workers
who overcame all odds to stand
by the party. Next, [ also thank
the support given by people of
different castes to this agitation.
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Ahead of the Telangana polls
last year, Madiga shared the
stage with PM Modi at a rally
where he was seen in tears. PTI

There are several people who
died by suicide in public for
the cause. What is your plan
for their family members?
We will form committees to
support the families. We will give
them all that they need after

bringing the matter up for discus-
sion in the Madiga Reservation
Porata Samithi governing body.

Have you received support
from any parties in the past?

We have got support from
several parties, including Telugu
Desam Party, the Congress and
Bharat Rashtra Samithi.

Did the BJP support you?
Yes, we did get support from
the BJP too before the elections.

Which party are you aligned
with now?

We stand independent at this
juncture. We have taken help
from all parties who supported
the sub-categorisation agitation.
But we are anindependent party
that struggled and agitated on
our own.

BSF DG,
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deputy

repatriated to
state cadres with
immediate effect

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

THE CENTRE on Friday removed
BSF Director General (DG) Nitin
Agrawal and his deputy Special
DG (West)Y BKhurania, repatriat-
ing them to their respective state
cadres with immediate effect.
This comes amid a spike in ter-
ror incidents and infiltration bids
inJ&I, especially in the Jammu re-
gion. According to data, 14 civil-
ians and 14 security personnel
have died, while 24
encounter/counter-terror opera-
tions and 11 terror-initiated inci-
dents have beenreported this year

in J&K till July 21.
In an order, DoPT Director
Sakshi Mittal said, “The

Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has approved the pro-
posal of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for premature repatriation
of Nitin Agarwal, DG, BSF, to his
parent cadre with immediate ef-
fect.”

Agrawal,a 1989-batch Kerala-
cadre officer, had taken charge as
the BSF chief in June last year. He
is due to retire in 2026. The deci-
sion to remove Agrawal was taken
a few days ago and the MHA had
sent a proposal letter to the de-
partment concerned on July 30.

Khurania, a 1990-batch
Odisha-cadre officer, was heading
the formation of the force along
the Pakistan border. “The
Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has approved the pro-
posal of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for premature repatriation

2 BSF Director
—— General
! (DG) Nitin
= . Agrawal

of Khurania, to his parent cadre
with immediate effect,” read the
order.

Asource said Khurania’s name
isbeing considered by the Odisha
government for appointment as
the new Director General of Police
of the state.

Last week, the Centre also or-
dered the extraction of two BSF
battalions, comprising more than
2,000 personnel, from Odisha to
step up security in the Jammu re-
gion. “The decision was taken to
strengthen the deploymentinthe
border areas, specifically around
tunnels, to prevent infiltration.
The troops of these two units are
expected to be based in Samba
and near the Jammu-Punjab bor-
der,” a source said

The BSF guards nearly 2,290
km of international border along
Jammu, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Gujarat in India’s western flank.
The Jammu area is vulnerable to
cross-border tunnels and its dense
forests and mountainous terrain
make it anideal ground for terror-
ists to launch attacks against civil-
ians and security forces.

Meanwhile, the
Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet hasalsoapproved MHA's
proposal for appointment of
Amrit Mohan Prasad, a 1989-
batch Odisha-cadre officer, as
Special DG, Central Reserve Police
Force, till August 31, 2025.

SEPTEMBER 30 DEADLINE

EC to visit J&K on
Aug 8-10 to review
Assembly poll work

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

THE ELECTION Commission (EC)
is set to visit Jammu and Kashmir
from August 8 to 10 to review
Assembly poll preparations,
ahead of the Supreme Court’s
September 30 deadline for hold-
ing elections in the Union
Territory.

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar and Election
Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu will
visit Srinagar on August 8 and 9,
and then Jammu on August 10,EC
sources said.

The commission had last vis-
ited J&K on March 12 and March
13 to review preparations for the
Lok Sabha elections, just days be-
fore the general elections were an-
nounced on March 16. Usually,
elections are announced soon af-
ter the full commission’s visit toa
stateor UT.

Last week, the EC had ex-

tended the summary revision of
electoral rolls in the other three
poll-bound states — Jharkhand,
Maharashtra and Haryana — by
seven days, but the date of publi-
cation of the final roll remained
the same as announced earlier for
J&K: August 20.

On Thursday, acting on a re-
quest from the Chief Electoral
Officer, the EC extended the elec-
toral roll revision process for
Maharashtra, sources said. The
electoral roll for Maharashtra will
be published on August 30.

Thelast Assembly electionsin
Jammu and Kashmir were held in
2014, and the Assembly was dis-
solved in 2018. The upcoming
pollswill be the first election to the
Assembly of the Union Territory
of J&K, which was formed in 2019
when the special status of J&K was
revoked and the state was split
into two UTs. Upholding the abro-
gation of Article 370, the Supreme
Courthadlastyear ordered the EC
to hold Assembly elections in J&K
by September 30, 2024.

Broadcast Bill a threat to
freedom of speech: Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE CONGRESS Friday said that
the Broadcasting Services
(Regulation) Bill “is a direct
threat” to freedom of speech and
independent media.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera said that “increased
government control over content
creators, from social media influ-
encers to independent news out-
lets, threatens the independence
of the press and restricts free
speech”.

“The bill labels anyone up-
loading videos, making podcasts,
or writing about current affairs
as 'digital news broadcasters’.
This could unnecessarily regulate
individuals and small teams pro-
viding independent news cover-
age,” said Khera.

“This will delay timely news
and create a chilling effect on free
expression,” Khera posted on X.

“The billimposes heavy regu-

latory burdens on small content
creators, treating them like large
media corporations. Many inde-
pendent journalists lack re-
sources to comply, leading to po-
tential shutdowns,” he said.

He said that “content cre-
ators who monetize their plat-
forms face the same stringent
regulations as traditional broad-
casters”. “This discourages new
entrants and harms the eco-
nomic viability of independent
creators, this is exactly how the
government finished the crypto
market in India,” said Khera.

Khera also alleged that the
drafting process of the bill did not
include civil society, journalists,
and key stakeholders, raising
concerns about transparency
and inclusivity.

“Monitoring 'negative influ-
encers' and criminal liability for
non-compliance threatens dis-
senting voices and independent
journalism. This bill will pave the
way for excessive surveillance in
the online world,” he said.
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Shambhu border:
Resolve concerns
amicably, SC tells
farmers & police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE SUPREME Court, hearing
the Shambhu Border case, on
Friday gave further time to
Punjab and Haryana to nomi-
nate negotiators who could re-
solve the concerns amicably.

“Nobody should precipitate
the situation... Youdo not need to
hurt their sentiments... But as a
state when you go... with a states-
manship... you try to persuade
them (farmers) that as far as the
tractors, JCB machines and other
agricultural equipment are con-
cerned... let those be taken to a
place where they are required...,”
Justice Surya Kant, presiding over
a two-judge bench, said.

The bench, also comprising
Justice RMahadevan, was hearing
Haryana’s appeal against the July
10 order of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court order asking
the state to remove the barricades
at the Shambhu Border near
Ambalawhere farmer outfits have
been camping since February 13.
The court, during the last hearing,
mooted anindependent commit-
tee to speak to the farmers.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Haryana,
said on Friday that the exercise
to suggest names was on. Punjab
Advocate General Gurminder
Singh, too, assured the court that
it will come up with the names.

Thebench thenadjourned the
matter to August 12,and directed
that the status quo at the border
be maintained in the interim.

Sterlite protests:
SC stays HC order
for probe into
officials’ assets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
stayed the vigilance probe or-
dered by the Madras High Court
into the assets of police and gov-
ernment officials allegedly in-
volved in the firing on those
protesting against Sterlite cop-
per smelting plant in Tamil
Nadu’s Thoothukudi in 2018
over pollution concerns.

Athree-judge bench, presided
by (JIDY Chandrachud and com-
prising Justices ] B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, sought the response
of the TN government on the ap-
peal challenging the HC's July 15
order. Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the accused police
officers, said the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) re-
port had supported their stand
saying they were attacked and
overpowered by the protesters.
He submitted that police had
opened fire only on the 100th day
of the protests.

The HC order came on a plea
by activist Henri Tiphagne
against the closure of the suo
motu probe initiated by the
NHRC into the incident in which
13 protesters were killed in po-
lice firing. It directed the TN
Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption (DVAC) to look into
the assets of all accused police
and revenue officials in the case.
Itasked the DVAC to probe the as-
sets of these persons and their
kin atleast two years prior to and
two years after the police firing.

ISRO-NASA MISSION TO INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION

40 yrs after Rakesh Sharma, Subhanshu
Shuklatobe 2nd Indlan to travelto space

JOHNSONTA

& ANONNADUTT
BENGALURU, NEW DELHI,
AUGUST 2

GROUP CAPTAIN Subhanshu
Shukla will most likely become
the first Indian in space in 40
years with Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
naming him the ‘prime’ astro-
naut for the first ISRO-NASA mis-
sion to the International Space
Station, scheduled for any time
after October this year.

ISRO on Friday said it had se-
lected Shukla, 39, and Group
Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan
Nair, 48, for the Axiom-4 mis-
sion, and named Shukla as the
‘prime’ astronaut, meaning he
would be the one who would go
to the International Space
Station. Nair is the backup for
this mission. He will take over in
case Shukla is unable to go due
to any reason.

Group Captain
Subhanshu Shukla

Only one Indian has ever
been in space till now - Rakesh
Sharma - who was wing com-
mander when he flew on a
Soviet spacecraft in 1984.

Shukla and Nair are among
the four Indian air force officers
selected for India’s first manned

Group Capt
Prasanth
Balakrishnan
Nair will be
backup for
Shukla

space mission, Gaganyaan, that
is now tentatively scheduled for
next year. The two will undergo
further mission-specific training
for the next eight weeks, an ISRO
official said.

All four selected officers have
already undergone rigorous
training for the Gaganyaan mis-
sion.

Axiom-4 is the fourth mis-
sion by private space company
Axiom Space in collaboration
with NASA. The spacecraft
would be launched by a SpaceX
rocket. Apart from Shukla, three
other astronauts — one each
from Poland, Hungary and the
United States — will travel to the
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GRIMS RESCUED IN UTTARAKHAND

International Space Station.
India’s partnership in this mis-
sion was a result of an agree-
ment between New Delhi and
Washington during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s trip to
the United States last year.

The Axiom-4 spacecraft
would remain docked with the
ISS for 14 days. Besides the astro-
nauts, it will carry cargo, and
supplies, for the ISS.

The exact date of the launch
is not yet decided. NASA, on its
website, says the mission was
scheduled not earlier than
October 2024. However, Poland’s
space agency POLSA, in a sepa-
rate announcement today, said
the mission was expected only
nextyear. Shukla, 39, a fighter pi-
lot who hails from Lucknow in
UP, was commissioned in the
IAF in 2006 and has over 2,000
hours of flying experience. He
has flown a variety of IAF fighter
jets including Sukhoi-30 MKISs,
MiG-21s, MiG-29s, Jaguars,

NDRF and IAF personnel rescue stranded people in Uttarakhand’s Gaucher following a cloudburst in the state. The trek route
to the Kedarnath shrine suffered extensive damage as a result of the cloudburst Wednesday night. Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said 5,000 people have been evacuated since Thursday morning, with some being airlifted. p11

8 KILLED, 45 MISSING IN SERIES OF CLOUDBURSTS

Minutes before Himachal tragedy, teen was
chatting with friend. Then, calls went silent

SAURABHPARASHAR
SAMEJ (SHIMLA), AUGUST 2

PRITIKA, 16,a Class 12 student at
Government School Samej, was
chatting on WhatsApp with her
classmate Dikshika Thakur
about an exam at around 10.45
pm on Wednesday. The chat
lasted for more than half an hour.

About an hour later, Dikshika
started making frantic calls to
Pritika. All of Dikshika’s calls
went unanswered, and later her
phone got switched off.

Eight people were killed and
nearly 45 are still missing in
Himachal after several buildings,
bridges and roads were washed
away in flash floods and land-
slides triggered by a series of five

cloudburst incidents, including
three in Kullu, and one each in
Shimla, and Mandi.

“The supplementary test in
Economics was scheduled for to-
day (August 2). Pritika was one of
my close friends. She relied on
me for all her study-related
doubts. I was never aware that I
would be the last person to com-
municate with her. Even their
parents (Pritika and her younger
sister Ridhika, who is also miss-
ing) were unaware of the tragedy
as they were at their other house,
located on a height above our vil-
lage, Samej. I called them and
was the first to inform them of
the tragedy,” Dikshika, 16, stand-
ing outside her damaged school,
where half of the building was
washed away in the cloudburst,

S CLASS | OFFICIALS IN STATE RETIRED IN ONE MONTH

Retiring officials prematurely to
set house in order: Gujarat to HC

PARIMAL DABHI
GANDHINAGAR, AUGUST 2

AFTER THE Gujarat government
prematurely retired five Class 1
officials with immediate effect
since June citing “public inter-
est”, Advocate General Kamal
Trivedi on Friday told the Gujarat
High Court that this was done to
“set the house in order”.

The five officials who were
prematurely retired are Pankaj
Barot, chief officer of Petlad
Municipality in Anand; S ]
Pandya, deputy director of
Sardar Patel Institute of Public
Administration; Sanjaykumar
Gandhi, deputy commissioner of
state tax department in Surat;
Dolatbhai Neta, deputy commis-
sioner of state tax department in
Ahmedabad and ] ] Pandya, a su-
perintending engineer of Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd.

The Indian Express has learnt
that these premature exits are
partof adrive by the Bhupendra
Patel government to “cleanse”
the system of “deadwood”.

While hearing a suo motu

plea regarding the Rajkot TRP
Game Zone fire on Friday, the HC
pulled up the state government
saying thatitacted only on court
orders. During the hearing,
Advocate General Kamal Trivedi
told the court that one of the
steps taken by the government
to “set the house in order” was to
“review of administrative effi-
ciency of employees in the 50-
55 age group and retire them
prematurely if found necessary”.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment has prematurely retired
13 Class 1 and 2 officials, who are
aged 50years orabove, in this cal-
endaryear, and proposals toretire
at least nine more are pending.

The development is being
cited asamove to send a message
to the state bureaucracy that
non-performance will not be tol-
erated. The sources said the
move was initiated following or-
ders from the chief minister.

A senior government official
said on the condition of
anonymity that officials are be-
ing prematurely retired on the
basis of a policy that was already
inplace, but was revised recently.

“Earlier, an official's perform-
ance was reviewed only on the ba-
sis of annual confidential reportor
performance appraisal report. The
revised policy has included other
aspects for review, which is avail-
able on record, to figure out
whether the official has become
ineffective. For example, if an offi-
cialisfacinga serious departmen-
talinquiry...itcanalsobe additional
basis for reviewing performance,
which was not very clear in the
earlier policy,” the officer said.

According to norms, before
ordering an official to prema-
turely retire, the government is
not bound to give them a hear-
ing. But they can approach an ap-
pellate authority or a court.

Officials have been ordered
to prematurely retire under the
Gujarat Civil Services (Pension)
Rules, 2002, and a government
resolutionissued by the General
Administration Department on
September 29, 2023, which em-
powers the government to pre-
maturely retire an employee at
the age of 50 or 55, if it is satis-
fied thatitis necessarytodosoin
public interest.

told The Indian Express.

“We are all praying for the
safe rescue of our friends. Pritika
and Ridhika are among eight
students from our school, miss-
ing since Wednesday night.”
Dikshika was among over a
dozen students, anxiously over-
seeing the rescue operation,
which has been carried out for
the last two days, but has yet to
yield any results.

Even Aditi Sadina, 13, a Class
10 student, is concerned about
three of her classmates who are
missing. “They are Anjali, Arun,
and Jiya. Initially, there was con-
fusion over who was missing and
who was not. This morning, one
of our class teachers told us that
Anjali, Arun, and Jiya are also miss-
ing. Arunis missing along with his

entire family, including his parents
and younger sister Arushi, who s
aClass 9 student,” Aditi said.

Ateacher at the School Samej,
requesting anonymity, said
among the eight missing students,
three are from Class 12, four from
(Class 10,and one Class 6.

According to authorities,
eight students are among 33
missing people from Samej on
Wednesday night.

However, Kulvindera
Chauhan, another Class 12 stu-
dent, believes there is noissue if
the missing students are found
after days of searching, as long as
they are found safely. “Sabhi safe
milne chahiye bhale der se milein
(Everyone should be found
safely, even if there is a delay in
finding them).

Hawks, Dorniers, and the AN-32
aircraft. Nairis arecipient of the
sword of honour at the Air Force
Academy and was commis-
sioned in the IAFin 1998.Heis a
category A flying instructor and
atest Pilot with over 3000 hours
of flying experience. He is an
alumnus of the United States
Staff College and has com-
manded Sukhoi-30 squadron.

India’s Gaganyaan mission s
dependent on experience gained
from the ISS mission by the
Indian astronauts.

“This particular activity (Indo
US collaboration on a space mis-
sion) is something that the US
wants and India also finds it ben-
eficial for the Indian space pro-
gramme because once an Indian
prepares to go to the ISS they will
undergo a training in the US and
they are going to come back and
discuss how the training and this
will help design our Gaganyaan
better,” ISRO chairman Somanath
said in 2023.

Govt reissues
draft notification

to declare over

56,000 sq km of
Western Ghats
as eco-sensitive

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

THE CENTRAL government on
Friday issued the sixth iteration
of a draft notification, declaring
56,825.7 sq km of the Western
Ghats an ecologically sensitive
area(ESA)in the states of Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

The notification has been reis-
sued after the previous draft, no-
tified on July 6, 2022, lapsed; the
Centre and these six states have
notarrived at a consensus on the
extent of ESA to be demarcated in
the ecological hotspot. The ESAs
proposed across these states are
spread over 449 sq kmin Gujarat,
Maharashtra(17,340sqkm), Goa
(1,461 sq km), Karnataka (20,668
sq km), TamilNadu (6,914 sqkm),
and Kerala (9,993.7 sq km). The
Centre has provided a window of
60 days to submit objections and
suggestions on the draft.

The draft notification declar-
ing ESA over Western Ghats was
firstissued in March 2014, based
onsuggestions by the High-Level
Working Group (HLWG), which
was formed by the Centre in 2012.
The HLWG panel, headed by
space scientist K Kasturirangan,
reviewed suggestions in a report
prepared by the senior ecologist
Madhav Gadgil-led expert com-
mittee on ESAs.In April 2022, the
Centre formed another panel to
“re-examine suggestions by these
Six state governments..., keeping
in view the conservation aspects
of the disaster-prone pristine
ecosystem, as well as rights, priv-
ileges, needs and developmental
aspirations of the region”.

Issued on Friday, the draft no-
tification stated that the Centre
and expert panel held 10 meet-
ings with states having Western
Ghats, todiscuss the fifth draft no-
tification at various forums.

IAS officer accused of ‘harassing’
judge faces criminal contempt
proceedings in J&K High Court

BASHAARAT MASOOD
& ARUN SHARMA
SRINAGAR, JAMMU, AUGUST 2

THE JAMMU and Kashmir High
Court has initiated criminal con-
tempt proceedings against
Ganderbal Deputy
Commissioner Shyambir Singh,
who has been accused of harass-
ing a judge over a land acquisi-
tion case. This comes a day after
Ganderbal Chief Judicial
Magistrate Fayaz Ahmad
Qureshi recommended such ac-
tion against the bureaucrat for
allegedly not complying with an
earlier order and attempting to
“personally attack” him “by ma-
nipulation and fabrication”.

In an order Friday, the High
Court summoned him on August
5, warning of “coercive proceed-
ings” if the bureaucrat doesn’'t ap-
pear personally. A 2018 batch IAS
officer, Shyambir Singh is the son-
in- law of former union minister
and BJPleader Prahlad Singh Patel.

"The contemnor shall appear
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in person before this Court on
August 5 at 11 am sharp," a divi-
sion bench of Justice Atul
Sreedharan and Justice Sanjeev
Kumar of the J&K High Court
said. "Any attempt by him to
avoid service of summons or his
non-appearance shall be viewed
seriously by this court and the
court shall resort to coercive pro-
ceedings to secure his presence.”
This order came on the back
of CJM Qureshi’s allegations that
Shymabir had launched an in-
quiry into some land he owns
“lawfully” as an act of “revenge”
for passing an adverse order and
withholding his salary in a land
acquisition case. In that case,
some petitioners had approached
Qureshi’s court saying they had
not been compensated by the
government for a piece of land
that was acquired from them.
Significantly, Friday’s HC or-
der came after Qureshi sent a
criminal contempt reference
against Shyambir under section
15(2) of the Contempt of Courts
Act 2015. Before he sent a refer-

ence, the judge initiated a pre-
liminary inquiry against the DC
and asked him to explain why
such a criminal contempt refer-
ence should not be sent to the
High Court. The DC, however, did
not appear before the court.

According to the CJM’s July 23
order, the judge’s January order di-
recting Shyambir to compensate
the petitioners “didn’t go well”
with the bureaucrat, who “mis-
used his official machinery and de-
voted time” in tracing out the doc-
uments of a property the judge
“lawfully holds”, the order says.

After this, “as a first attack” on
the judge, Qureshi said a patwari
visited his land thrice under the
DC’s direction, telling the care-
taker of the land that the DC had
constituted “a team for demarca-
tionoftheland of the judge” asthe
judge had “passed the order
against the Deputy Commissioner
and other higher officers”.

When contacted, Shyambir
Singh said he “won’t be able to
give a proper comment” because
the case was sub judice.

UP BJP tensions
simmer, worry
In party over
fallout, spread

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

SENIOR BJP leaders admitted
worry over the public airing of
differences within the Uttar
Pradesh unit following the
party’s poor Lok Sabha perform-
ance in the state, which contin-
ues despite the high command’s
attempts to checkit.

As Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya contin-
ues his not-so-subtle defiance of
Yogi Adityanath, some senior
leaders have cautioned that this
undermining of the CM'’s au-
thority does not portend well for
the BJP in UP and might trigger
similar “acts of indiscipline” in
other state units.

Given that the BJP prides it-
self as “the party with a differ-
ence”, with disciplined cadres, a
leader said: “This infighting could
also hurt the party's prospectsin
the coming state elections.”

Alot rides on these elections
— for the Assemblies of
Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand, as well as Jammu and
Kashmir - as they are the first af-
ter the BJP failed toreachasimple
majority in the Lok Sabha polls.

The rumblings of discontent
in the party’s UP unit coincide
with disgruntlement in the
ranks over the BJP giving poll
tickets to new inductees, many
of whom lost. A senior leader
whois part of the governmentin
the state said this was a pressing
issue. “The growing restlessness
among the cadres who feel they
were ignored in the power-shar-
ing formula, to accommodate
the new entries, will have to be
addressed. The party leadership
must find a way,” the leader said.

While the UP BJPis only now
seeing such murmurs, after the
polldent to Adityanath’s author-
ity, the party has for long been
struggling with infighting in
states such as Rajasthan,
Karnataka and poll-bound
Maharashtra and Haryana,
which could flare up.

At a recent meeting of BJP
CMs, the central leadership drilled
the message of improving the co-
ordination between CMs and
Deputy CMs. The BJP has Deputy
CMs in almost all states where it

has formed governments recently,
including Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha,
besides UP.

The message of better coordi-
nation between the government
and party has also been reiterated
in almost all the meetings Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been
taking with party MPs and state
leaders, sources said.

A senior OBC leader and
long-time UP BJP face who has
held all the top posts in the state,
and who expected to be made
the CM before being beaten to it
by Adityanath, Maurya has been
on the offensive since the Lok
Sabha results, gambling on a
shakier Adityanath and a weak-
ened central BJP leadership not
acting against him.

He has asserted at least twice
that the “sangathan (the organ-
isation)is bigger than the sarkar
(the government)”,and has been
hosting MLAs and prominent
leaders at his ‘camp office’ in
Lucknow, including OBC allies of
the BJP such as Om Prakash
Rajbhar of the Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party. Maurya
was also notably absent from
Adityanath’s meeting with party
MLAs of the Prayagraj region.

Those in the Adityanath
camp claim it is a preemptive
strike by Maurya as the CM has
received several complaints
against his Deputy. The CM’s
supporters are also confident
that while Maurya has his sup-
port base as an OBC leader,
Adityanath is still the most pop-
ular BJP face in UP and sidelining
him could hurt the party.

BJPleaders give the example
of the setbacks suffered by the
party on account of the removal
of Kalyan Singh and B S
Yediyurappa as CMs of UP and
Karnataka, respectively. “After
Kalyan Singh's exit in 1999, it
took years for the BJP (till 2017)
to come back to power in UP,” a
senior party leader pointed out.

Similarly, Yediyurappa’s re-
bellionin 2011 and floating of his
own party, winning almost 10%
of the votes, was seen as the main
reason behind the BJP’s lossin the
Karnataka Assembly elections of
2013. The BJP came back to
power only after Yediyurappare-
turned to the party.

How a Yogi govt Bill
ran into a wall raised

by key UP BJP leaders

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 2

IN ANOTHER attempt to project
a united front in Uttar Pradesh,
the BJP ensured that both its
Deputy Chief Ministers in the
state were present alongside CM
Yogi Adityanath at the
Legislature Party meeting con-
vened before the start of the
Monsoon Session of the
Assembly this week.

Days later, that front is again
showing cracks.

First, the Adityanath govern-
ment’s Uttar Pradesh Nazul
Properties (Management and
Utilization for Public Purposes)Bill
ran into objections from the BJP’s
own ranks in the Assembly, with
City West, Prayagraj, MLA and for-
mer minister Sidharth Nath Singh
and Prayagraj MLA
Harshvardhan Bajpai ex-
pressing apprehensions
over the legislation.
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna

“EXPLAINED

Bill to be sent to a Select
Committee, that tooonademand
made from the Treasury Benches.

Nazul land is land originally
acquired during the colonial pe-
riod for specific purposes such as
public utilities, administrative
functions or for the settlement
of displaced individuals. Over
time, this land has been used or
leased for various public and pri-
vate purposes. As per the pro-
posed Bill, Nazul land in the state
will now be reserved and used
exclusively for public purposes.
Any court proceedings or appli-
cations requesting the transfer
of ownership of Nazul land to
private individuals or institu-
tions will be cancelled and auto-
matically rejected. In case pay-
ments have been made in
anticipation of such ownership
changes, the amounts are to be
refunded.

While BJP leaders as
well as the Opposition
say they have raised ob-
@ | Jections to the Bill in
“publicinterest”, theleg-

even intervened while

Bajpai was speaking to appeal:
“Aap samajh nahi rahe ho. Pahle
padh tohlo(Youdo notunderstand
the Bill. First, go through it care-
fully).” BJPally NISHAD Party’s Anil
Tripathi joined Singh and Bajpaiin
expressing his misgivings.

Then, a day after the Bill
cleared the Assembly, the
Legislative Council sent it to a
Select Committee for further
scrutiny. The demand was first
made by UP BJP chief and MLC
Bhupendra Chaudhary, and sup-
ported by Deputy CM Keshav
Prasad Maurya, who has
launched a covert rebellion
against Adityanath.

While Adityanath in his ca-
pacity as CM is the Leader of the
BJPin the Assembly, Mauryais the
leader of the BJP in the Council.
The BJP and allies enjoy a clear
majority in both the Houses,
which means that it is rare for a

islationinfactreplacesan
ordinance that has beeninimple-
mentation since March this year.
The ordinance did not see any sig-
nificant opposition when it was
passed by the Adityanath Cabinet.
On  Thursday, when
Chaudhary proposed that the
Bill be sent to a Select
Committee, even Opposition
members were initially caught
off-guard, not knowing how to
respond. Even as the latter nei-
ther backed nor opposed
Chaudhary’s proposal, other BJP
leaders expressed their support
for Chaudhary, with Maurya in-
dicating it by raising his hand.
Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak
was seated next to Maurya in his
capacity as minister. He could not
vote on the proposal as heis a
MLA. But as soon as the decision
was taken to send the Bill to the
Select Committee, Pathak and
Maurya were seen shaking hands.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING « TENDERS FROM GENERAL PUBLIC FOR RE-
ALLOTMENT OF ONE ZONE OF RETAIL LIQUOR VENDS OF DISTRICT
GURUGRAM (EAST) IN THE STATE OF HARYANA FOR THE EXCISE

aliotment of Zone No, ZGRETS of retmil liguor vends of country liguor

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
NOTICE OF INVITING TENDER

Mo. SMNT-JP-10-2024-25 Date: 31.07.2024
DEM (SETH Nordh Westarn Rallway |
Jatpur, for and on behalf of the President
of India, invite E-Tenders from regisherned
tenderarbidders for the Tollowing work
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Latehar, Disrtrict-Latchar. Months | L L N Y : '_“‘d g ol el '-"-r“‘dcu“‘“ b B-135 Phone : 0680-2281582, e-mail : ccescbam@gmail.com
2 Construction of Hockey Stadium at Village 4,95 89.400.00 i 6. The re-allotment of ithis zone shall be done at the nsk and cost of arginal :;"all.":lu h:"_"’ R RGN T A INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
Lakhepur, Panchayat-Aksi, Block-Mahuadand, {Eleven) allotiee. The ongmal allottee shall be lable 10 make up any deficiency | |a) ab for reconds in .5 Me 100 of 2012, on the file [e-Procurement]
Disrtrict-Latehar. Months ncurred by the state as a result of the re-allatment of this zone, gc,:gr:mﬂ'-w el vt ndiea Bid Identification No. CCE, S.C (R&B)-BAM-02/2024-25

ST T ST - 11 (Eleven) Months 7. The allotment and grant of licence shall be subject 10 the provisions of the E]-mu: a wiil i ||||:-'|ﬂ||.;:q:|l'l_'|::|Jt:M'i b 5u|| asce No. 2405 ’ Dated: 01.08.2024
o HEUTEE TW e ueeE 1 — 00 /08 /2024 T-.|-T[ 1100 Haryana Excise Act, 1914, the rules framed thereunder, orders/instructions et i St fprt Bkl B Upcan . . : :

: iy 18 [ : 4 s ] i el 21002017 (Anneaurs - &) pessed in 05 1 The Chief Construction Engineer, Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur on behalf of
5 Tz mitg & ﬁ_.;-q ,3;|%.,=|.—_| fﬁ'fﬁf?-l’ﬂ'ﬂ - 22 /08 /2024 ol b 00 O | : . msucd by the |.u|11!}-,1|:r|| guthorty and the Excise Policy tor the 1.,-:'.“ Ma 100 of 2092 by e ALY Addl. Ciy Ghal & Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bid in double cover system in
4 ofirer oo v ot wroten w1 9y ORIy — wTiaTers AT & At T Femr B 2024-25. Any clanfication regarding the procedure may be obtained from Sesalans Judge, Bengabeu and consequently afow ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for construction of Building work as

WEA HHYSH, @REN |

the office of DETCs (Excisel in any of the dismicts. The copy of Haryans

sFormerly Kk A ANZ Grindayss Bank|
Hawing ite regional ofice al connaugh circis; PO,
Box 317, Mew Dalhi-110 009 R Branch OMce AL

ke secondary evidence spplcation under Sacion
BS aof Ihe Indaan Evidarce Act, 1872 dated

under noted work:-

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Diisional Ebeclrical EnginaenTradlion Dislribution, DR Office, State Eniry
Road, Mew Delhl for & on behall of President of Indla, invites open e-lender for the

Mame_uf Work
with its location

F‘;ﬂ-:'lslnr' of Earlhlng arraﬂgement in existng TSS &
switching post over Diekhi Crvision

gk

E-Tender Bid Onling

14,08.2024 (0000 hrs.) 1o 28,08 2024 (15:00 hrs.)

= Mo manual offers are acceptable. « Cost of tander document and Earmest maney
will be acceptable through net banking or payment gateway only

detailed in the table below.

5. ffaaT @e & fofdy/ weg vg s - 23082024 1 11: R Excise Policy for the vear 2024-35 is available on official website of the | 28102016 (nnasura - L) e by Pestioner and| |2 Name of work - Building Work
Ted YSEhRl, 30 SIFOET 9, Sesianimeti ) gt the Patner o acdue spochdey wademat |3 No. of work - 01 No.
r cparme as soughl for, . :
e b L e o R T _ iy . ) | |4 Tender Cost .- Rs. 10,000/~ (online)
;g;_:f-.q . &= & .,g"pﬂ_ e o1 B The allotment of license shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and r:‘l:'r':::': L::EI;{ f.”f:ﬁ;ﬁﬁ:ﬁfgﬂfﬁ ,u:::-&l; 5 Class of Contractor - "A" Class
B Wﬁ? u‘d’ﬂﬂ?ﬁ"[ iRl m W — 0431501124 Faxation Commisstoner { Financial Commissionerh, The ETC (FC) may lrrwm-lh:.-l-.dl?-l; 5:Enf.ﬂ:lu‘_;:|r;15mg: :!I I:;;:'_Jll:;.wgla Iir 6 t?lvaﬂagﬂ.itty of Bid documents in - ?;%18122033.250323111(\)400 AM to
oy 2 - or : ! sain 3 v renson. any mlli " spEal s " it Pa LIS @ e website
7. E=HEEEHT :f.'|—.. T EeTAE HE 54344149.39 reject, withowt assigning any .mln. my all |l:|11|__|11 in public interest as ettt i s e B e A
s '-TﬁTlTUT = @t 9IS 9e—d92 9% B A b o ?‘.ﬁT ﬂ'ﬂ BRI | the case may be, within 10 days of the date of allotment, In case no Pesiticn. If yau (&l o appesr, the same wil b deal 8 Th dep b & to particivat ONLINEbdd lv. Further detail b
. i X 1 1C1 i 1dd1 1
9. T NPT o d—wrasE R, wNEe wen @ ardy st 120 R 03.10.2023 # &1 decision of Excise and Taxation Commissioner (FC) is conveyed within | |%h, heard and decided in your sbsance © Bidders have (o participate in 16 ONLY. TUTET Cetalls can e
o1 SOP (R daver wida) wd was oo fea, smveve 3wsm & wlis 2229 f2iE 0610, SMIED LNDER MY HAND AND THE BESL GF seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in
EDE,; 4 E-ill:"'lfh ¥ fifaer wew U9 ST o TﬁT e DI‘.IEEH : "'-"lﬂdf_‘x_ﬁ"l ?#ITﬂ"'_ ﬁ"‘i'lfl-; the stipulated period of ten days, the allotment shall be deemed 1o have | |THIS COURT, ON THIE THE 24TH DAY OF 9 Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellationn of tender can also be seen in the said
10 ffaeT A B :=--|-|-'§|TH T ST Tore T § & s . SOP & T80 anree &5 wifd been approved by the ETC{FC) JULY 2024. website only.
o T 35 ST T S 4, fan s, 4 p ey Al Excise and Taxation Commissioner BY ORDER OF THE COURT Sd/- (D.C. Behera)
oot T # AT ER | TR G RS a R e & A awe Tl wareE FidaET @t . . ’ Sdi- Chief Engincer
b L L e g i ary . ’
gt | ) HR Haryana ASSISTANT REGISTRAR| | OIPR-34103/11/0002/2425 Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur

o o= fR N e F age @ e htp:jharkhandtenders.gov.in T 9T @ @ E
Note :- UCAN Registration in mandatory for the Bidders.

TS ATHTa & waEy v—_— . . .
PR 331633 (Building)24-25"D e Frafor e, e weres, SRR AppEﬂl for Identification il 1.11 Yasil 1 Braer
iy LG e yoUsE— ""ITTr-]' He=, WA, 9EAI|
General Public is hereby informed that AT
g sraEm was wwn—10/2024—
DIREDIRERTOR a male dead person Name: Unknown, fe Hemy) 202425
AGRIGUERICELTINRAR KEA RYGEAINES RUAR FRMNTEARDIRFAMRF o nstomn, Rlo: Yoknpwi. Age - E st
m EA ) abﬂut 3‘]._35 FEETS, Height: E'T“I (1 O =18 i 4 L s R - R e el TR STHET SR _'Tﬂ R
Block — 1B Fl168y 2051818 achial S dBavalajn S G620 F82010 925 D 5IW5282458051/54584 Complexion: Shallow, ID Mark: Left WSS 2.7 ¥, W, G
e-mail: direutil-afrac224@oradd4@ymail.com Hand R letter and Right Hand Trishul 02, [FifeEr amH=Em S Tt —  ferE—a31.07.2024
An opportunity to be in Surat - Gujarat Tattoo God ShEll‘lkElrl. Wearing : Katthai 02, Fiffer s =edE TE ATEE —  [ETE— 18082024 T 27.08.2024 T HUTET
. . : Color checked Shirt and black pant T ) fafer v T 00 T T
E-Auction of Plots with Construction '
was found at PF No6 Pole No 17 e e _ E .
Duration for registration of the Date:- 05/08/2024 to 20/08/2024 ODRS. Delhi on 25.07.2024 at 12.04 o4, W-fa HilET @ Rl A g e Fmra--22. 0B 2024, ﬂ_ﬂjl aifereren, =
Bidder and payment of EMD and Tender Fees Upto 18.00 p.m. : T ' TS, I G P FTEE, A e
FM. In this regard, a DD No. 21A, dated 25.07.2024 has Rl e ) e ot i o A e
Tender fees (Non refundable) Tender fee for the bid in Rs.18,000/- hean |DE|QE£| atPS ODRS, Delhi. STATEA 1100 T |
= Plot area Pl_’ps‘;t Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out o5, i faef o www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in 1R
ender . . rice Rs. . . : ; : :
Details of Pl .mt. EMD D f A . - ,
D. etails of Plot in sq.mt . n in ate of Auction :;iﬂrmatmn about this person but no clue has come to light so G, R A Ry e O me———
rores : i . :
: . g 4 . domge www.eproc2, nhargov.n W
- Any, person having any information or clue about this | Jsltideic o emb b V)
Commercial Plot in SURAT, person may kindly inform to the following. o7. [od fae wies o DR v oy wer wEifEeETd g aE iy o gl
mg';iﬂ%é;é(ﬁsgf‘?ﬂr”} C.T:S. No. SHO qadEe www.eproc2.bihargov.in W
1 , , 1707, 1711 paikee. At-Ring 8920.80 165.03 o
: Road, (Sahara Gate TO Delhi Gate) SURAT. P.S., Old Delhi Railway o8, PIfET daen & aiftm R _ o0
Ta & Dist. Surat (Sale for Commercial Hotel Etﬂtlﬂl’l, Delhi . 2
Property) DP/10202/RLY/2024 Ph. : 011-23961522, 9899207231 2R, T A, T e A
g, e wameE . g2 SEns uEEHE]
i ) Construction E-auction starts at 4 :ﬁ il Hm‘ﬁ[‘rﬁ'ﬁ '-T_-’ﬂT:'-‘iT_I'{*]TGﬂ & Ew ?ﬁq .T"
Tender Details of area in sq 11:00 hrs. and HElE UE SIS Wi B e dUes
ID. Construction mt. : 3,20,03,000/- | e.auction ends at I W W wE | (e e 01
! T { 12:00 hrs. on | o e .
= T T — | Dt.-27/08/2024 qRm TS | A ® 2
ommercial Construction (Commercial Hote s s iy ;
Property) in SURAT, WARD NO: - 4 s , R | W okt W
(BEGAMPURA), C.T.S. No.1651/A,1651/B,1707, . 155.00 BIHAR STATE POWER (HOLDING) COMPANY LIMITED i wr A e (w0 #) | (wwenifi) | TEE WWEOE [ e
2. 1711 paikee. At-Ring Road, (Sahara Gate TO : : ; : faad afs | (FaF A JEA | i
Delhi Gate) SURAT. {A Government of Bihar Undertaking) Il'é_ e b e
Ta & Dist. Surat (Sale for Commercial Hotel REGO OFFICE WIDVUT BHAWAN,BAILEY AOADFATMA el TE o S
Property) GST No- 10AAFCE2394 CIN - U40102BR20125GC018495 (F0 )
_ DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL ADMINISTRATION | 2 | 3 4 5 | @
- For further information about registration and participation please read details on (n)code website TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE T A, e wE, W E
https://e-auction.nprocure.com or mail on nprocure@ncode.in or call on toll free number 7359021663 NIT No.-8/PR/BSPHCL/2024 | e T [ B 1 o (s O 11 1 06 0600
- Timeline, specification, updates and other details for the e-Auction process are available on the website PR-003146 e § A ST S | 3,06,100/- | 10,000/- 3.540/-
'T':Zsl'?i:f;lr‘/(:;)opr;i-::r:(t)sc:::ii:To submit their bid have to submit on https://e-auction.nprocure.com B bl X YT q':‘mﬁlmbm
. :lle- : : ) T A A EfaEm) Hitg ¥ . FAT W
«  Any pre-bid queries and clarifications sought by bidder may be sent to director.apmc2024@gmail.com ) % Eﬂ % SHPR" BEPHCL{EDE“ Eh ﬁ[ﬂi’ RICRRL _" it i .L Ef mﬁmﬁﬁ T~‘1‘I il
latest by Dt.- 09/08/2024, Time upto 18:00 Hrs. No queriesshall be entertained thereafter. ‘H"'IFT[ feiface vd o 3]7_'!,?1111 AL & cﬁl’llﬁ'ﬁ-ﬁjaﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘i CAR I i i AN bt -
- Bid should be submitted for plot with construction offer with tender fee and EMD. T %T_L FH & g9 & e st & w2, &1 SgRE FREe 15a 10, E-waftn 1 ufEw # v @ v wAE/AE warer @ volE @ g, ford 5 o
+ Jurisdiction for e-Auction would be Gandhinagar. Gﬂ?lT'%'I e — g - o= . I
- In any circumstances any change or amendment in auction procedure and timelines, it will be published on (n)code = 3 & = A= SRR 21 AT ':F-FS'EF ID) urge (Password) siefra gwfier (Digital Signature) srsss
website https://e-auction.nprocure.com for bidder acknowledgement. EEIE Ferees ferg wie aarerd & el d I BTIT | 916 9 davie www.eproc2. bihar.govin ¥ sraveis wea S d—owsfin o ufia §
The bidders are requested to check (n)code website periodically during the e-auction process. gvgy weAata 9 =i Bl gra &9 ) AT S Y ] wET T
+ The Bidders can visit the site till dt.20/08/2024 and the name of contact person to visit the site is Mr. Nilesh Thorat WY Uy | W adad wy " : N i ) )
Secretary, APMC Surat (Mo. 9824119366) 0SD (HR fAdm.] g—friaE wre dearE e www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W7 SrEeETE UE sgaTE fiem on e 8
No.: DIRECTOR OF AMRF/ESTATE/e-Auction Director PR. No. 005309 (B & C) 2024-25 BSPHCL ferega W@ state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar v i 2 wn Wl B
Plot/01/2024-25 Date:- 2024 : ] 3 5 7
0t/01/2024-25 Date:- 05/08/20 Agricultural Marketing and Rural Finance, : e Bl e fHEn ?ﬁf & =¥ NGl P 511‘ (W H D Il{l!d 15 _ wrgTers s
INF/674/24-25 Gandhinagar PEIELIN T s ik g B i 9 B AR, q4g B gl TRar| i Td uiihaw gaveEs-2, Wi, el

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ] ]
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, AUGUST 3,2024

Unique Identification Authority of India
4th Floor, Bangla Sahib Road, Behind Kali Mandir @/—\\]

% IN THE COURT OF THE 35th ADDL HON'BLE Gole Market, New Delhi - 110001 AADHAAR
@ GITY GVIL D SESSIONS JUDGE AT DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILD _
: Vacancy circular for filling up the posts of
P & SC No.295/2023
MAN IP UR UHIUERSiTY BETWEEN: Smt. Raja ::I“HI Wia. §ri DEVELOPMENT GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI ISBT Deputy Director and Senior Accounts Officer on deputation
'E!H;H!PUR. : .HPHL_'L‘T?E'M_:- H_'.HIPI':.R_ Jaiparkash, Aged about 5E yoars, /sl Parsad BUILDIN(}, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI 110006 (Foreign Service term basis) in Unique Identification Authority

MHT*E_E_EHT H'ﬂ‘ .“mﬂ Enclave. Airforce Station, Jatahall Wiest, . .
: Bengakin 560015 . FETITHONER MISSING CHILDREN of India, Head Office, New Delhi.

Dated, the 2 August, 2024 AND: The Accenture Solution Pyt. Lid., And fwa . . . . —— ST

No.MU/G/14/2014/Admn 11526 The Maniour Universit athers. RESPOMDENT SL. o Unique Identification Authority of India, invites applications for
U p y :

: APPLICATION U/o 5 RULE 20{1-A) Description Photograph ; ; ;
invites applications from Indian Nationals for filling up 5 (five) AW SECTION 151 af CPE No. filling up the one post each of Deputy Director and Senior
Group-A posts (1) Controller of Examinations (2) Principal, i B:UM;.PEHET“;'EE;"E;H";‘JA 1 | Name: Dildar s/o Musa @ Pappu Age: 12 Years, Complexion: Wheatish. Accounts Officer in Pay Matrix Level-11 and Pay Matrix
Manipur Institute of Technology (MIT) (3) Internal Audit Officer ntihﬁ?vlnr;?i?;:lﬂnﬁsurr:l'n.I43':Irr-1c:fnrflﬂuﬁ Child was found abandoned at Seemapuri Police Station area With DD. No. Level-10 of the 7th Central Pay Commission on deputation
{nn. deputation) (4) Systems Engineer and (5) Administrative Llﬁr?&r:?n?}lffhd."zﬁ?ﬁt' Grastham Badda Nagara, 0056 A, dated—29/1i/2g23. He Evas prodllll.(;edh before 1Shllc.l Welflire : (Foreign Service terms basis) at its Head Office, New Delhi.
Office (MIT). The required qualifications along with terms and | | \ieas the Petiioner has filad the abiovs case Committee-V and with the order of CWC, child has been kept in Sanskar ‘a The application may be furnished in the prescribed pro forma
conditions is available at www.manipuruniv.ac.in seeking for issue of Successaan Cartificate relating Ashram for Boys I & II, Dilshad Garden, Delhi for Care and Protection. | - r pp y ’ p. p_ . '

(Dr. R.K. Joteen Singh) :E{eril?g:ﬂ;ihdut:ﬂ:sﬂrﬁgsﬂ?mﬁuu;ﬁu:ﬂ 2 | Name: Krishna s/o Sunil J'Xge: 7 Yegrs, Corpplexion: Wheatish. Child was and fo.rwarded. to Director (HR), Uplque Identl.flcatlog
Deputy Registrar (Admn.) 1.0, Mo 1815921 who worked with the 2nd-ard found abandoned at Khajuri Khas Police Station area with DD. No. 0034 A, Authorlty of India, 4th Floor, Bangla Sahib Road, Behind Kali
i dated-19/04/2023. He was produced before Child Welfare Committee-V and Mandir. Gole Market. New Delhi 110 001. The last date for

issund through court as well a5 with the order of CWC, child has been kept in Sanskar Ashram for Boys I & . .. . .
throagh APAD to the Respondants, but tha same is 11, Dilshad Garden, Delhi for Care and Protection. L . re.celpt 9f appllcagons complete in all respe.ct 1S 3.0.8.2.024.
, E[HTH“I- “H I“ [HSIH nF HA HYA"A M:g:;}r&-:m X s i D 3 | Name: Shivam s/o Rudal Age: 6-7 Years, Complexion: Wheatish. Child was| s Since this vacancy is to be filled up on deputation basis, Private

- - MAHENDERGARH The aboves casa has heen posted to 13-09-2024 {as found abandoned at Shastri Park Police Station area with DD. No. 0009A, e candidates are not eligible.
i AT B 1 about 11,004, M) : ; . . . .

| (MAAC Accredited 'A' Grade University) ;a:‘-EI Sl P TN < dated-26/02/2023. He was produced before Child Welfare Committee-V and Apphcatlon received after the last date or otherwise found

. ] Hor'ble Court o the aliove mentianed. datg and with the order of CWC, child has been kept in Sanskar Ashram for Boys I & . .
Registration Opens for Under Graduate (UG) Programmes under CUET-2024 e, bithe persoraly of seougl counsil s f I1, Dilshad Garden, Delhi for Care and Protection. incomplete Sl:lall not be c.on51dered. | .
ACADEMIC SESSION: 2024-25 Fil opemnre . NUrikte Siatmnant oy - poi Noter] Further details are available on the Authority’s website at

fail to appaar, tha sbowe cose will ba dacided ex- Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 01 to 03_) may contact at

Central University of Haryana, Mahandergarh invites online Registration Forms for parte, . i I hidad ‘o
ihe candidates who have appeared in CUET (UG)-2024 examination conducted by SCHEDLE given addreSS/I_) hone numbers:- , , https://uidai.gov.in/images/VC 23 2024.pdf. ]
National Testing Agency for admission to the following programmes: AiGroup Term Life Rs. 9,97 92000, B] Additional 1. Superintendent: Sanskar Ashram for Boys I&II Dilshad Garden Delhi, Contact Director (HR
. L ; i i
UNDER GRADUATE (UG) PROGRAMMES Eﬂg ﬁ:&imeﬂﬁs'ﬁ E;%ﬁ%nbfkm;ﬂs No. 011 2.21.1 66987 o1l 2212.7398’ 9.81 1825896 Now Aadhaar Enrollment & Updation Facilities can also be availed at Aadhaar Seva
- — ; e | 2 2. DCPO, District Child Protection Unit-II, North East & Shahdara, Sanskar Ashram Complex, .
B.Voc. - Retail and Logistics Managernent, | Integrated Programmes - B.5c.- Leposit link Insurance Rs. 7,05,000.00, Total Rs. . . Kendra (ASK). To locate one near you, visit UIDAL.GOV.IN or Call 1947
Ei-::I f'."‘.EdII:EH E—Eiﬂl‘ll,'!':jﬂﬁ and Ingus‘riai M.Sc. Physics, B.5c.-M.S¢ Eheﬁislry 25.90.743.00 Dilshad Garden, Delhi-93, Contact No. 011-22125035 .
Ak : : i J Lk i ith oif ir t benafi - - — - CBC 54103/11/0042/2425
Wasta Managament and B.2c.-M.Sc. Mathematics :I'I'T[II}I?'.ITI;'I.JEIFI!I-!dIi:;EIr retizamant bensfits and 4 |Name: Apoorva (female), age 30/06/2023, Complexion: Fair. Child was found
B.Sc. (Hons.) in Psychology Given as per the crdars and ==al of this Honble abandoned at Govt. District Hospital, Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan on 30/06/2023. BthR ELE CTR] CITY HEGU LATURY CBMMISSIUH
S ORT ANTEATE E“"”ﬂ"“";‘_ﬁﬂ'z'}_ﬂ "‘EIE“";;'I"”' A The child had escort from the CWC, Rajasthan and has been kept at Asharan
T R ot e - E:,,",-iﬁggﬁﬂ;?“ N I Orphanage of Hope Foundation for care and protection by the order of the Child Vidyut Bhawan-ll, J.L. Nehru Marg, Patna - 800021
Last date for online Registration | 10/08/2024 Advocats for Petdioner: Sii. HA. ASHOK Welfare Committee VI, Delhi. The DD No. 517 dated 21/10/2023 has been Notice No. 12 Dated: 02.08.2024
Registration Link https:/icuhcuet. samarth.edu.in/ B EIg&ﬂhﬂ%gﬁh;“;%ﬁgﬁI3 registered with PS. Reserve Police Line Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan. ¥ 5
For more details please visit www.cuh.ac.in REGISTRAR 5 |Name: Rudra (Male), age 10/07/2023, Complexion: Fair. Child was found MNOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

abandoned on 10/07/2023 in a vacant plOt Prem Nagar-H, Delhi. The child {Eequest fu_r Prn pﬂsa[ {EFF] fnr Engagem E_nt uf

has been kept at Asharan Orphanage of Hope Foundation for care and . '
c HAH G E u F TE H M I HAL & TI M l H Gs protection by the order of the Child Welfare Committee VI, Delhi. The FIR B |ﬁ5'[ltl..lf.|{.'l!l13| C{}ﬂ‘..il.ljltﬂ nts) o
No. 371/23 dated 10/07/2023 has been registered with PS. Prem Nagar, Delhi.| § X S Bihar Electricity Regulatory Commission (BERC) invites

It is notified for the information of all concerned that the terminal of Note: Parents/Guardians/Relafives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 04 fo 03) may confact af Proposals from reputed and experienced consultancy firms/
train no. 12229/12230 Lucknow Mail has been changed from Lucknow Jn. given address/phone numbers:- Institutionsfor- | |
{HER} to Lucknow tNR} station. CQHEEEILIEI'I“H" timing5 of train no. 14241 & 1. Inchgrge: Asharan Orphanage of Hope FoundationA-46 New Multan Nagar Surya Enclave i} EvH|UHtrDHIDf.BLJ5|nE5$ Flan for th.ﬁ [Ijnntml F"Erll:lnd'al'l‘lr] assist
: : Delhi-56, Contact No: 011-25291672 the Commission for approval of Truing up for FY 2023-24 to
14236 at Lucknow station will also be revised as under :- 2. DCPO, District Child Protection Unit-V, Women working Hostel, near police station Aman 2025-26, Annual Performance Review for FY 2024-25 to
CHANGE IN TERMINAL Vihar Sector-22, Rohini, Delhi 110085 2026-27, determination of ARR and transmission tanff for FY
Train Existing Timings at Revised Timings at | With Effect 6 Name: Child Bhart.l, aged 17 years was produc'ed'before CWC, Dilshad | EDEE-Eﬁ to EGE?-E-E of BSPTCL&SLDC. . .
No. From-To Lucknaw Jh. From<Ta Lucknow/NR |From (JCO) Garden by the officials of PS Jyoti Nagar, Delhi via DD No 25A, Dated i} Ewvaluation of Business Plan for the Control Period and assist
- — 07.09.2012. Child was placed in Minda bal Gram (Child Care Institution), - the Commission for approval of Truing up for FY 2023-24 to
12229 Lucknow Jn.-Mew Delhi | Dep. - 22:00 |Lucknow-New Delhi| Dep. - 22:00 | 15.08.2024 Holambi Kalan Modh, Alipur, Delhi North Delhi on 14/01/2013. As per the e 2075-26. Annual Performance Review for FY 2024-25 to
12230 | New Delhi-Lucknow Jn. | Arr. - 08:50 |New Delhi-Lucknow| A - 06:50 |16.08.2024 jurisdiction of District North the matter was taken up by CWC Avantika for ‘a 2026-27, determination of ARR and transmission tariff for FY
Note: Timings of train no, 12229/12230 betweesn Lucknow-New Dalhi-Lucknow will remain same en-route, Z‘;ﬁ:i%ﬁ;‘;ﬂ?gs' As per the order of CWC child is placed in foster care J 2025-26102027-28 of BGCL.

CHANGE IN TIMING - _ i : i : i) Evaluation of Business Plan for the Contral Peried and assist
— Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 06) may contact at given the Commission for approval of Truing up for FY 2023-24 to

3 years, Dark complexion, child was found abandoned by Yamuna Depot
Metro police officers and then child was produced before the Committee by

Existing Revised With Effect address/phone numbers:- : .
Train Train Name Station | Timing Timing From {JCO) | 1) DCPU-V, District Child Protection Unit, Working Women Hostel, Sector 22, Rohini, Delhi- ED?E ,EE' Annual. Performance Review for FY 2024 '2‘5.3 0
No : . : 2026-27, determination of ARR and tariff for retail sale of
. | i Dep. | Arr | Dep 110085, Ph:- 011-27601134, dcpunorthwest2@gmail.com electricity for FY 2025-26 to 2027-28 of NBPDCL and
- - — - : 1 - 7 |Anant, (name given by agency) Male child, aged about two and a half years z X :
__1_‘5“’-;"* 1 PrE_' '_._rﬁg_raj__Sang_E_lm—Saharar]pur Exp. Luckivow ;_31:55 __EETE'S_'!_IE:E“_!_EE'-'”' 15.08.2024 old, Fair complexion, child was found abandoned at Tikona Park at South SBPDCL. R o )
14236 |Bareilly-Varanasi Jn. Express | 21:45 | 21:5521:50 | 22:00 Anarkali and then transferred to DCCW via order of CWC-IV, Mayur Vihar The RFP documents, eligibility criteria and other details are
: : on 19/02/2024. Child was produced before the Child Welfare Committee -1V available un_ﬂnmmissmn'swehslte WWWbETEC'DII'] and may
For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc., passegers are requested to and then child kept with Delhi Council for Child Welfare /PALNA for Care also be obtained from the office of the Commission.
contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website hitps:lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App. and Protection. Case was lodged at P.S. Jagat Puri DD No: 0075 A dated The date of Pre-Bid Meeting (PBM) is 13.08.2024 at 11:00 A.M.
Bl ozt 18/02/2024. Special need child. At the time of arrival he was weared Gray - and the last date for submission of offer is 27.08.2024 by
ease join 7}!’5 N u HTH E H N HAI LWAY E colored warm T-shirt and Gray Green black colored pant. 032.30 P.M. Secretary
= ] t = 8 |Sukanya (name given by agency) Female child, aged about i
- : Your Convenience - Our Concern = Sukanya _ ( ven b ) le child, "aged ~ab s
=
o~

R | S ot

Vist us at ; www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in Government Of India

police officials and then transferred to Delhi Council for Child Welfare Ministr Of Commerce & Industr
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE /PALNA via order of CWC-IV Mayur Vihar on 14/04/2024. Case was lodged| .- f y . y
at P.S. Yamuna Depot Metro station on 13/04/2024 and DD NO: 0007A. At Department for Promotion of Industry

BURE AU OF ENERGY EFFI CIENCY the time of arrival she was weared dark blue and orange flower printed sky-| | and Internal Trade
blue colored T- shirt and light blue red doted flower printed Pajami. Special .
(A Statutory body under Ministry of Power, need child. Advertisement for the post of Deputy Salt

'y rﬂi"'.- Government of India) Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 07 to 08) may contact at Commissioner on Transfer on Deputation in the Salt

4 iven address/ph bers:-
4 h Fl Bh R, K. P D lh. _ 11 given address/phone numocers: . . v . .
==l 4th Floor, Sewa Bhawan, uram, New Delhi - 110066 1. Incharge: Delhi Council for Child Welfare (PALNA), Qudsia Bagh, Yamuna Marg, Civil Lines, Commissioner's Organization (SCO), an attached

Website: www.beeindia.gov.in, Ph: 011-26766700 Delhi-54 Contact No. 011-23944655/011-23968907 office under Department for Promotion of Industry

] ] o ] 2. District Child Protection Unit-VII, Quarter no.- 31 & 32, Block no.-36, Kalyanvas, Kalyanpuri, s e
Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has been designated as Mission Directorate under the Delhi-110091, Ph no: 011-22770007, E Mail: depumv7@gmail.com ?n: {nternal Trade, Ministry of Commerce &
: . : . i : : _ —— ndustry.
National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) by the Government of India. 9 |Name: Ganesh s/o Unknown Age: 9 Years, Complexion: Wheatish. Child was Appli y for filli ¢ F D Sal
o : . o o found abandoned at Y Depot Metro Police Stati ith DD. No. 1cations for filling up of one post of Deputy Salt
For effective implementation of the Mission, BEE invites applications for One (01) post of 1027 A dared.20/05/2023. o was srodueed bofors Chil °l | gl ppHcat , & up P puty
, dated-20/05/2023. He was produced before Child Welfare & Commissioner in the Grade Pay of Rs.7600/-Level-12 as per
Deputy Director General (Finance), sanctioned for the Project on Deputation or Short Term Committee-IV and with the order of CWC, child has been kept in Sanskar| === , _ )
Contract basis Ashram for Boys I &II, Dilshad Garden, Delhi for Care and Protection. , “" 7th CPC on Transfer on Deputation (including short term
) ) ) ) Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 09) may contact at given Contract) are invited for pOSting at SCO's Headquarter, J aipur.
Scale of Pay of the Post: Level 14 (Rs.144200-218200) in the Pay Matrix (Pre- revised PB- address/phone numbers:- . _ The qualification, experience, the period of deputation can be
4 Rs.37400-67000 with grade pay of Rs. 10 000) 1. Superintendent: Sanskar Ashram for Boys I&II Dilshad Garden Delhi, Contact No. . ) . . .
: e : . o ' 011- 22116698, 011-22127398, 9811825896 seen in the detailed advertisement on https://dpiit.gov.in and
Eligibility: Officers of Central or State Government or Union Territories or Public Sector 2. DCPO, District Child Protection Unit-VII, East, Kalyanvas Qtr No. 32,33 Tower no.-36, http://www.saltcomindia.gov.in.

Undertakings or Universities or Recognized Research Institutions or Autonomous or Kalyanpuri, Delhi- 91 Contact No. 011-22770007 Application duly filled in and supported by all relevant

Statutory Organizations (1) holding analogous posts on a regular basis or (i1) with three years' 10 | Name: Divya (Name kept by Parents ), Age: 5 Years 7 months, Complexion: documents and envelop should be superscripted,
. . . . . Wheatish. On 13.09.2022 Child was found abandoned in a park of inderpuri R L.
service in Level 13 (R5123100-215900) in the Pay Matrix (PI'C-I'@VISCd PB-4 Rs.37400- to police officials of Inderpuri Case of the child produced by representative “Appllcatlon for the post of Deputy Salt Commissioner
67000 with grade pay of Rs. 8700) or equivalent and possessing the requisite educational Inderpuri police station to Child Welfare Committee-I, New Delhi on| g (DSC) on transfer of deputation basis” may be sent through
lificati d . 13.09.2022. By the order of Child Welfare Committee-I1, New Delhi child has h 1 . d S Salt S .
qualifications and experience. been kept in Nirmal Chayya Complex. The case of the child Divya transferred ﬁ proper channel to:- Under ecretary, alt ection,
Place of Posting: Selected candidate will be posted at Delhi. from CWC-I to CWC -IX and child has been transferred to Welfare Home for Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal

: . : . : : Children, Sarita Vih 19.09.2023 for C d Protection. . .
For details of Educational Qualification, Age, Experience, Job Requirements etc., please o o T O or AT Ahe O eeron o — Trade, Vanijya Bhawan, East Wing, 1st floor, 16-A, Akbar
) o i ] ) Note :- Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children (Sr. No. 10) may contact at given . . . .
login www.beeindia.gov.in. Applications in the prescribed proforma with documents address/phone numbers:- Road, New Delhi - 110011, Email: salt-section @gov.in
should reach the Office of Se cretary BEE within 45 days from the date ofpublication of the 1. Welfare Home for Children, 1-B, Institutional Area, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110044, Contact The last date for receipt of app]ications 1s 60 days from the
i ) ’ no.: 8860835349/011-26954150/269747023, email: welfare2007@gmail.com date of publicati f this ci lar in Empl t N

advertisement in the Employment News. 2. District Child Protection Officer, District Child Protection Unit-XI, Block No-2 Flat No-11, ate of publication ot this circular i Employment [NEws.

Secretary, BEE Shankar Market New Delhi-110001 Ph. No- 011-23411659, email: depundl 1 @gmail.com This is tentative vacancy which may be increased or
b

. 11 | Name: Amrit, Sex: Male, Age: 09yr, Complexion: Wheatish. On dated decreased.
Save Energy for Benefit of Self & Nation 19/08/2022, child was found at New Delhi Railway Station. On dated
- CBC 05201/11/0006/2425

CBC-34106/12/0009/2425 19/08/2022, GD No.0015A is entered in Police Station New Delhi Railway
DAKSHIN BIHAR GRAMIN BANK

Station. The child was produced before Child Welfare Committee-1X, New
Regional Office, Sasaram (Bihar)

Delhi and with the order of CWC; child has been kept in Bal Sahyog Children h
Regd. Office : Village Asron, Distt. Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar (Nawanshahr) - 144 533, Punjab. CIN ; L50101PB1883PLC005516, 22/07/2019, child was found at New Delhi Railway Station. On dated f" \ Rule 8 (1)
e

SmL Home, Connaught Circus Since 26/05/2023 for care and protection.
s M L I s u z u LI M I I E D IsU=20 12 |Name: Sumit, Sex: Male, Age: 14+Years, Complexion: Wheatish. On dated
) : ; ‘ 22/07/2019, DD No. 48 is entered in Police Station New Delhi Railway
Website: www.smiisuzu.com, Email id ; Investors@smiisuzu.com, T: 91 1381 270255, F: 91 1881 270223 POSSESSION NOTICE I:F-‘.'Jl" Immovable Property)

Station. The child was produced before Child Welfare Committee-1X, New
- EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR — Delhi and with the order of CWC; child has been kept in Bal Sahyog Children Mobce is hersty given under the Securlization and Reconstruction of Financlal Assats
THE QUARTER ENDED 30 JUNE 2024 Home, Connaught Circus Since 10/02/2020 for care and protection.

and Enforcement |Securnity) Interest Act, 2002 and in exercises of Powers confarrad
Rs. Crores, except per equity share data

under-Sec. 13(2) and 13(12) read with rube 8 & 9 of the Security interest {Enforcement)
rules 2002, The Authonzed Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dales naled against

Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children

Cuarter ended Year enced gachAccountas mantioned hereinafier, calling therm 1o repay the amount within 60 days
Particulars (Sr. No. 11 to 12) may contact at given address/phone numbers:- from the dale of receipt of the sad Notice. The borrowers having faded fo repay the
30.06.2024 31.03.2024 30.06.2023 | 31.03.2024 . . . amaunt, notice 1§ hareby given to the under noted banrowers and the public in ganeral that
: Audited : : 1. Bal Sahyog Children Home, Connaught Circus, Opposite L-Block market, the under signed has taken possession of the properties described herein below in
Unaudited (Refer note 2) Unaudited Audited New Delhi-110001, contact no. 011-23411273, 011-23411995, email: exercise of powers conferred on him under sec. 13(4) of the said act read with Rule 84 9
: 4 h lsah oro.i lsah oro.i of the said Ruls on the date mentioned against each Account, The barrdwers In particular
L mmrl'ne " el Bl 1 fidhit ca.re .Ome@.ba Sallyos .Org . Swo@b,a sfd o8 ,O e ) . and the public on-general is hersby cautiched not io deal with properties and any daaling
Net profit/ (loss] for the period 6108 5040 450 106.45 2. District Child Protection Officer, District Child Protection Unit-XI, Block with the properiies will be subject fo the charge of Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank for the
(before tax and excephonal tems) : ' 2 it No-2 Flat No-11, Shankar Market New Delhi-110001 amaunts and Inferests thereon mentioned against each account here in below
Net profit/ (loss) for the period before tax 5106 5040 1205 106.45 Ph. No-011-23411659, email: dcpund11@gmail.com 1. Branch : Akhodhi Gola
(afler exceplional dems) ' 2 ! Sd/- Director Name of the Borrower/Unit: M/S Pawan Sut Rice Mill Prop:-Poonam Singh Slo
}  (loss) fi iod after & Sr Suneel Kumar Mandal A/C No:73288500000028, Date of Demand Notice:
l?ti‘?'fﬂeé'e??ﬁi!ﬁ:]“"m e 46.39 52.32 .79 107.88 Department of Women & Child Development EI'EI.;;IDH.' d[rrate of Possession: 30.07.2024, Name & Address of Ithe
Total comprehensive income for the period DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0150/24-25 Mm‘tgﬂgfﬂ S Sunil Hﬁumar Ma -I'Ilﬂa.|-s..l{lr5ﬂ Chandradip Singh, "-."I|I|agErHEITIPE-:|II'I.
[comprising Profit ! loss) for the period (afler tax) 4.33 53.52 31.01 107,64 E 0o, Mo agan), BiEReb ok EiLGe 1, Dutila of Fropally
: ! : ’ care and protection. Masriganj, Thana no.-31, Khata no-13 Plot No-286, Area 14 Dismil, District:-
Equity Share Capital 14,48 14 48 14 48 14,48 P Rohtas, Details of Property (2) Regislered Mortgage Deed no-5010 di-
Other equily (excluding revaluation reserves) 271,11 m-m r‘qﬁ E;;I“l 2, Mﬁﬂfgﬁﬂﬁdl? F:ﬁ:: el Iha;‘ta 1 h}:’rﬂi’?;a :J-'_Iﬂr Flot
R . 0= , Hred 1&mil, LNSINCE=ROonNEas, Letais rope . MEYISIETED
ﬁg:'!:g;;?;gs::é” dﬂaﬁﬁﬁféﬂiﬂ&qnﬁ; ) TR Mortgage Deed no-5010 di-18.04.2012 , Mauza-Hemradih, P.S -Nasrigan]. Thana
Nl ol I | (- MADHYA PRADESH METRO RAIL CORPORATION LIMITED Dot K s ok Mo, hres 30 Jiaws. EIRUEL fottas. Boinand
7 Diluted (Rs.) 32,08 3614 2197 74.54 (A Joint Venture of Govt. of India and Govt. of Madhya Pradesh) egotntbidbiie o ipar i e el '”"'TE" A "Ef.‘-?EE."-j‘I" ol
: 2nd Floor, Smart City Development Corporation Office Building pinely. four- thesand S Ropdred Kty e, anel Tosirtaen  [gig:) = Inlorcer. &
Notes: Kalibadi Road, BHEL, Sector-A, Barkheda, Bhopal-462022 - ?[EE::I;EH?KATSSS;E-

1. The above is an exiract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under P = Er— e
Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT T e
GUT:FH‘min”aﬂﬂiEi' HHESUES are a:ﬂai?_ﬂglert on the “;;EDSEEE of Stock Exchange(s) (www.bseindia.com, Madhya Pradesh Metro Rail Corporation Limited (MPMRCL), a joint venture of Government of 7997 AKDOOO0010. Date of Demand Notice: 08.05.2024/ Date of Possession:
www.nseindia.com}and on Lompany's website (www.smiisuzu.com), . . India and_Govgrnment of Madhya Pradesh is implementing Bhopal Metro Rail Project & Indore 2907 2024, Name & Address of the Mortgager: Sri Shashi Bhusan Vishwhkarma,

2. The figures for the quarter ended 31 March 2024, as reported in these financial results, are the balancing figures Metro Rail Project in the State of Madhya Pradesh. &ri Sitaram Vishwikarma, Sr Sambhu Vishwiarma. Sn Alok Kumar Vishwkama,
IEIE_'.'[l.'.I'HEF'I audited figures in respect c_nfthe full financial year and the published year to d_atﬂ figures upto the end of To meet with the immediate requirement, MPMRCL invites application for the post of S Pramod Kumar Vishwkarma S/0-Sr Sadhu Charan Vishwkarma Village-
third quarter of the relevant financial year. Also, the figures upto the end of the third quarter had only been |I': DIRECTOR (Project) | Jalalabad {Uchaila), P.O.& P.5-Rohlas, District-Raftas, PIN-821311, Detalls of
reviewed and not subjected to audit, _ _ _ g : g _ Property (1): Sale Deed no-13252 Dated-23.09.1983 , Mauza-Akbarpur, PS5 -

For and on behalf of Th|s_ Advgrtlsement is only'|nd|cat|ve. The detall_ed vacancy not|f|cat|ons_ and particulars are Rohtas, Thana no.-687, Khata no-396 Plot No-269. Area 05% Dismil. Rohias
the Board of Directors available in the Career section of MPMRCL website i.e. www.mpmetrorail.com. _ Detalls of Property (2) Sale Deed no-13252 dt-23.09.1993 | Mauza-Akbarpur,
Please refer Advt. No. 2965/HRD/MPMRCL-062/2024, dated 01.08.2024 for more details. PS -Rohtas. Thana no.-687, Khata no-582 Plod No-277. Area 02% Dismil, Dist-
Please visit career section of MPMRCL website www.mpmetrorail.com. Applicants may Rohtas. Demand Amount on the date of notice:4 35 271,68/~ +further Intt+
{Junya Yamanishi) regularly visit website for latest updates. Charges.(Rs.Four lakh thirty five thousand two hundrad seventy one and sixty eight
Place: New Delhi Managing Director & CEQ The last date for submission of applications via E-mail is 31 August 2024, till midnight. paisa) + Inferest & incidental expenzes etc. .
Date : 02 August 2024 DN 09174162 | | M.P. Madhyam/115707/2024 MD, MPMRCL Authorised Officer
Palce: Sasaram Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank
Date : 02.08.2024 Regional Office, Sasaram
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SHAJU PHILIP & NARAYANANS

ive years ago, in August 2019, a

landslide killed 17 persons in

Puthumala, a village in Kerala’s

Wayanad district. Houses,

places of worship, shops and
other establishments were wiped out, turn-
ing Puthumala into a ghost village. A devas-
tated forest tract nearly 1.5-km uphill from
Puthumala has since been replaced with a
carpet of weeds.

OnJuly 30 this year, tragedy struck again,
merely a hillock away, at Chooralmala and
the nearby villages of Mundakkai and
Attamala. However, the magnitude was
manifold — as of August 2, the toll stands at
210 dead and 218 still missing. With near-
zero chances of finding survivors, these vil-
lages under Meppadi panchayat have turned
into a valley of the dead.

While the survivors are for now lodged
in relief camps in Meppadi panchayat, the
government realises that its next big chal-
lenge would be to rehabilitate those ren-
dered homeless by the landslides.

Aday after the calamity, urging people to
contribute generously to the Chief Minister’s
Distress Relief Fund (CMDREF), Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said, “More resources are re-
quired to rebuild that region. Many people
have already declared assistance, but itis not
enough. Generous contributions required.”

Kerala Public Works Department Minister
Mohmmed Riyas, a member of the Cabinet
sub-committee, told The Indian Express,
“Rehabilitation plans will be decided only after
detailed discussions... For many survivors, we
have to give them counselling to make them
mentally strong. The education of their chil-
dren will also have to resume at the earliest.”

Puthumala, the village that was wiped out
in the 2019 landslide and which now lies
largely deserted, frames the government's re-
habilitation challenge for Chooralmala and
Mundakkai, the two villages in Meppadi pan-
chayat that have borne the brunt of the latest
landslides. Most families left Puthumala af-
ter the 2019 tragedy, never to return, and no
buildings were allowed by the panchayat in
the area destroyed by the landslide.

Aboobacker, the lone tea shop owner at
Puthumala, says around 90 families lived
here before the 2019 tragedy. “Now, less than

WHAT NEXT F

a dozen families live here. Many had very
good houses, which were abandoned after
the landslide. People do not even return to
look after their agricultural land,” he says.

Survivors of the latest tragedy, now
lodged in temporary camps, too, are resigned
to the fact that they may have to start all over
again. With nightmares of the landslide still
lingering in their minds, many are reluctant
to return to their now ravaged villages, where
hundreds of houses have been damaged, ei-
ther completely or partially.

‘Thereis a school at the foot of Vellarimala,
by the side of Punnapuzha, dressed in white
snow, standing tall, to impart the sweetness
of knowledge, lifeline to the land’ — these are
the lyrics of a song released for the annual day
celebrations of

slide," says Vikas.

As he shows a photograph on Instagram
of the now-ravaged school and the ground
after the landslide, Vikas's eyes grow damp.
Some of his friends, he says, are lost to the
disaster, others are still missing.

His father Ponnayyan, 60, a tailor-turned-
lottery seller, too, has lost several neighbours
and friends. “I don't know what's in store for
us. I have two sons and they are yet to get jobs.
We have to move to a new place now and
start afresh. We have no savings either. All
these years at Chooralmala, we lived as a
community, helping each other. Now we have
no option but to move away,” says Ponnayyan.

Mahadevi, in her late 60s, came to
Wayanad from Karnataka several decades
ago to work on the tea estates. She lost all
three of her sons and their families in the
tragedy. "There is no one left to do my last

rites. [ don't know

Vellarmala what's the point of
Government CHOORALMALA my li.fe now. There is
Vocational Higher 5 nothing left for me to
Secondary School TN look forward to,"
(GVHSS)in2023.The ——l L says Mahadevi.

school was razed to | 3B, Gl = E"‘—n,_ Like Mahadevi,
the ground in the July PUTHUM:?LA - -+ Manickyam came to
30 landslide and - 2.3km Wayanad from
more than 20 of its — Salemin neighbour-

students are feared
dead.

The song has
emerged on social
media once again, leaving the landslide sur-
vivors teary-eyed.

"Isaw the video on social media after the
disaster (on July 30). It was painful to watch.
My daughter Tanmaya studied there in Class
4. Now, we don’t know if she will ever be able
to go back to a school she loved so much. All
Iwanted was for her to get a good education,
but now we are stuck here (at the relief
camp),” says Janeesh.

He says his daughter is yet to learn that
at least three of her classmates are either
dead or missing. "She knows that one of her
friends is in hospital, but not that she is crit-
ical.Idon't know how she will react once she
learns about all these losses," says Janeesh.

Vikas, a former student of the school who
is now in his third year of college, says his
friends and he would head to the school
every evening to play football. "We even
played there the evening before the land-

MUNDAKKAI

Kerala

ing Tamil Nadu in
1984. "1 did several
menial jobs after |
came here and mar-
ried a woman from Wayanad. We have four
children, all of whom studied in Wayanad.
This is now my home," says Manickyam, 66,
who in 1999 bought 10 cents of land at
Chooralmala for Rs 16,500 to build his house.

He is unsure of what the future holds for
him. “Even if I want to go back to Salem, I
can't sell my property here because no one
will buy it,” he says.

After August 2019, the government reha-
bilitated 54 families from Puthumala on
seven acres at Kottapadi village in Wayanad.
The Mathrubhumi Charitable Trust bought
this land from a tea plantation and handed it
over to rehabilitate people from Puthumala.
Apeople’'s committee was formed under the
leadership of the Meppadi panchayat. It ob-
tained sponsorships from several charitable

Reuters

WAYANAD?

In the hills of Wayanad lies Puthumala, a village that was wiped out in a landslide in 2019. Five years on, survivors of the latest tragedy fear a similar future

trusts to construct houses for these 54 fami-
lies. The construction was completed in 2020.
Another section of the survivors got a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh each from Kerala gov-
ernment to purchase new land and houses.

“The biggest difference between life at
Puthumala and Poothakolly is the cost of liv-
ing. Here, we are closer to the town. I still go
to Puthumala to farm cardamom and coffee
on my two-acre plot. Our official documents
still bear the address of our house in
Puthumala. We even cast votes in Ward 9
there," says Alavi, who moved to Poothakolly
along with his wife.

"We came here (Poothakolly rehabilita-
tion project) with no resources. The govern-
ment and sponsors did all this for us. We are
grateful for what we have here and to have
survived the 2019 landslide. We were saved
because the landslide happened during the
day; otherwise, our fate would have been the
same as that of those in Mundakkai and
Chooralmala,” says Beeran, another resident.

Despite multiple smaller landslides in the
region, tourism has been a growing industry
in these ecologically fragile Western Ghat vil-
lages.

According to industry sources, Meppadi
panchayat has 600-odd registered
resorts/home stays. “After plantations
started running into losses, people turned to
tourism to earn their livelihoods. Despite re-
peated natural calamities, tourism was never
hit. Cancellations of bookings in the region
were only temporary,” source said.

While tourists may return, the residents
are a different story. Anand, from
Chooralmala, says, “The region has become
uninhabitable. At Puthumala, the panchayat
did not allow any new building permits in
places where houses were destroyed (in
August 2019). The same situation is likely to
happen here since the landslide has changed
the profile of the village. Perhaps those who
have agricultural land in the hills may return
to look after their fields,” he says.

Kavungal Hamza, 60, whose house in
Chooralmala was washed away, says his fam-
ily doesn't want to return to the village. “My
house was destroyed — not a single brick is
left on the five cents of land we owned. My
two schoolgoing children have lost their
books. We lost all our household items and
belongings. How do I rebuild my life at this
age,” he says.

Shoukath rushed home from Qatar as soon as he heard about the tragedy.

An unending wait for
expat who lost 26 relatives

SHAJUPHILIP

SHOUKATH, 51, worked as an excavator op-
erator for 30 years in the Middle East. On
Friday, at his home in Mundakkai village in
Kerala’s Wayanad, he watched as an excava-
tor dug through the mud in search of his
two brothers and 24 other family members.

Shoukath had rushed home from Qatar
as soon as he heard about the devastating
landslides that struck Mundakkai and sur-
rounding areas early on July 30.

The toll from the landslides, which cov-
ered whole villages in mud and debris, rose
to 210 on Friday. Another 218 people are
still missing. The government does not ex-
pect to rescue anyone else alive.

“Everything is lost. My brothers, their
families... Everyone is gone. So far, only
four bodies have been recovered. My wife
and son escaped only because they rushed
to the hill after the first landslide. My two-
storey house is gone too,” Shoukath said.

Though he left from Qatar as soon as he
heard about the landslides, Shoukath reached
Wayanad on July 31. However, he was able to
get to Mundakkai village, where his family
lived near each other, only on Friday.

The landslides had washed away the
major bridge on the river Iruvazhinji, mak-

ing it difficult for rescuers to reach
Mundakkai. After several hours, some res-
cuers managed to get across the river us-
ing ropes. The next day, the Army and
National Disaster Response Force teams
managed to install a rope bridge, giving res-
cuers slightly better access to the village
that was at the epicentre of the landslides.

Aday after that, Army personnel com-
pleted the installation of a Bailey bridge, for
which parts were flown in from New Delhi.
While this gave further momentum to the
rescue operation, officials were discourag-
ing locals from crossing it and going to
Mundakkai.

On Friday, Shoukath finally managed to
get across the bridge and return to his vil-
lage. By then, the rescue operation had
turned into an effort to recover as many
bodies as possible. Walking towards the
area where his family’s houses once stood,
he saw earth movers scooping out mud and
moving boulders in search of bodies. There
he saw his family’s neighbour, Mohanan,
who lost five family members himself.

When Shoukat asked him about the
fate of others in the neighbourhood,
Mohanan simply said: “They’re all gone.”
Among those were Mohanan’s mother,
elder brother, sister-in-law and their two
children.

‘Lucky to survive’: After landslides, Bihar tea estate worker says he wants to go back

NARAYANANS
MEPPADI (WAYANAD), AUGUST 2

AFTER ONLY a month of coming to Kerala,
Ravikumar Paswan, 27, is desperate to re-
turn home to Rampur Chakla village in
Bihar’s Purnia district. A tea plantation
worker in Wayanad’s Mundakkai, the twin
landslides in the district have shaken him.
“It’s too risky here,” he says.

But before he leaves, he has a difficult
task at hand — to find the body of his cousin
Ranjit, one of the several people missing
since July 30.

Ravikumar and his cousin Ranjit were
among the 14 men who arrived in

Wayanad to work at Mundakkai’s
Harrisons Malayalam tea plantation last
month. A history graduate, Ravikumar took
to life in Kerala.

“I have worked as a hotel waiter and
daily-wage labourer in several places, such
as Delhi and West Bengal, but Kerala has
been the best. Here, [ got paid better than
anywhere else. I get Rs 18,000 per month. I
settled in quickly here, and it was very
smooth,” he says now.

That changed on the morning of July 30,
when the landslides struck and his cousin
went missing. After two days of relentless
searching, the Kerala government declared
that “all those who are alive” at the land-
slide-hit villages have been rescued and that

—
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Ravikumar Paswan (right) with his
friendManoj Paswan in Meppadi.
Narayanan S

all that remained was to retrieve bodies of
those who had died. The confirmed death
toll currently stands at 210, with 218 still re-
ported missing.

Mundakkai, where Ravikumar and his
companions were, had been completely cut
off since the landslide occurred, with res-
cuers finally able to reach the place only
Thursday evening.

Ravikumar himself was in Karnataka
when it happened. For the last three days,
he has been coming to Meppadi’s family
health centre in the hopes of finding Ranjit.

Besides Ranjit, two others are missing
— Sadhu Paswan and Bijnesh Paswan. Like
Ravikumar, Bijnesh’s cousin Manoj has
been spending all his time at the Meppadi
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health centre.

“His (Ranjit’s) parents want to see his
body one final time. He was about to get
married in November. My only wish now is
that I would be able to take his body along
with me back home,” says Ravikumar, who
is married and has a six-year-old son.

Ranjit wasn’t the only one who went
missing. “As soon as | knew about it, I re-
turned and discovered that six of us were
missing, including the contractor who
brought us here, Upendra Paswan, and his
wife, Phool Kumari. Her body was found the
day after the landslides,” he says.

He eventually found that two of the
missing men — including Upendra —
were alive and undergoing treatment at

a local medical college hospital. That
made Ravikumar optimistic about find-
ing Ranjit.

“Ithought if these men had survived, my
cousin might be safe too. But, with each
passing day, my hopes diminished,” he says.

Ravikumar knew about Kerala’s heavy
rain. What he never expected was a situa-
tion like this.

Now, he can’t wait to get back home to
his wife and son. And although he’s scepti-
cal about finding any jobs in Bihar, he knows
he must do something to survive.

“I was lucky to survive this time but I
can’t take any more risks,” he says. “I will
have to return to Bihar and find a job
somehow.”
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Gender, DSDs and testosterone: issues in Olympic boxing row

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

ITALY’S ANGELA Carini withdrew from her
Round of 16 boxing bout against Algeria’s
Imane Khelif after only 46 seconds and a cou-
ple of punches to her face on Thursday, trig-
gering the Olympics’ biggest controversy yet.

Since her victory, Khelif has
been the target of a wave of
abuse, with many calling her a
“biological man” who had an

SPORT

the International Boxing Association’s (IBA’s)
World Championship in New Delhi after fail-
ing a “gender eligibility” test, the details of
which remain confidential. The IBA, in a
statement on Thursday, said that the two
boxers did not “meet eligibility criteria to
compete within the female category”.
However, both are now competing at the
Paris Olympics. This is because the IBA was
derecognised by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(IOC)lastJune over governance
and financial issues. In Paris, the

“unfair advantage” over Carini.
Some people also wrongly identified Khelif
as a transgender woman.

The participation of trans women, and
women having certain “masculine” biologi-
cal characteristics like higher testosterone
levels, in women’s sports has long been a
subject of polarising debate. Here is alook at
the ongoing controversy, in context of the
larger debate on the matter.

Why did Khelif’'s win spark a controversy?
In 2023, Khelif and Chinese Taipei boxer
Lin Yu-ting were banned from competing in

THais WORD MEANS

I0C-appointed unit which is
governing the competition has set very differ-
ent rules. The only determinant for eligibility
isthe gender stated in an athlete’s passport —
Khelif's passport says she is female.
Following Khelif's win, and the subse-
quent abuse, the IOC said in a statement that
all boxers in the Olympics had complied with
“the competition’s eligibility and entry reg-
ulations”, and that both Khelif and Lin have
participated in women’s competitions for
many years, including in the Tokyo 2020
Games. It also said thatIBA’s “arbitrary deci-
sion” to ban the two women had been taken

CHAKRAVYUH

Military formation mentioned in the Mahabharata

EARLY ON Friday, Leader of Oppositionin
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi posted on X that
he had inside information that the
Enforcement Directorate was planning
to raid him because “apparently, 2 in 1
didn’t like my Chakravyuh speech”.

Criticising the Budget in Parliament,
Rahul had said that a “lotus shaped
chakravyuh” controlled by six men had
trapped India’s people in the same way
that Abhimanyu, Arjuna’s young son, had
been trapped and killed by the Kauravas
ina chakravyuh or padmavyuh on the bat-
tlefield of Kurukshetra.

Drona’s chakravyuh

Following the fall of Bhishma on the
tenth day of the great war, Dronacharya
took over the reins of the Kaurava army.
After an uninspiring performance in the
next two days, Duryodhana, the oldest
Kaurava, castigated Drona, reminding him
of his vow to vanquish the Pandavas. Drona,
embarrassed, decided todeploy the feared
military formation of the chakravyuh.

Both sides in the war devised and de-
ployed soldiers in various vyuhs or mili-
tary formations. The vyuhs were intended
to place the most powerful warriors in
positions from where they could inflict
the most damage, or to meet specific
aims of battle. Each formation had spe-
cific counters which the other side had to
know in order to break through.

The chakravyuh was considered the
most difficult of such formations because
very few warriors knew how to neutralise
it. On the Pandava side, only Krishna,
Arjuna, and Abhimanyu, the son of
Arjuna and Subhadra, knew how to pen-
etrate the chakravyuh. When Drona de-
ployed the chakravyuh, he ensured that
the attentions of Arjuna and his chario-
teer Krishna were diverted elsewhere.

Tragedy of Abhimanyu

This left the 16-year-old Abhimanyu
as the only one on the Pandava side who
could penetrate the chakravyuh. However,
Abhimanyu only knew how to get inside
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Abhimanyu in chakravyuh, painted
in Kangra style c. 1800-1900.

Wikimedia Commons

the formation, not how to get out.

This was because Abhimanyu had
learnt how to enter the chakravyuh while
he was in his mother’s womb — Arjuna
was telling his wife about it, but because
Subhadra fell asleep halfway through the
narration, Abhimanyu could hear only
how to get in, not how to get out.

Abhimanyu was as accomplished as
awarrior as he was brave — he is often re-
ferred to as ‘Janmavira’,one who is brave
from birth, in the Mahabharata. So, as the
chakravyuh swept across the battlefield,
ensnaring the Pandava troops in its
clutches, Abhimanyu charged into the
multi-layered, disc-like formation and
managed to reach its centre. The plan was
for other Pandava warriors to follow him,
and wreak havoc inside the formation.
But that did not happen — stiff resistance
by the Kauravas, primarily Jayadratha,
and some shrewd planning by Drona
meant that the likes of Yudhishthira and
Bhima were successfully held off while
Abhimanyu was trapped inside, alone.

The young warrior fought like a lion,
killing many Kauravas, including Duryo-
dhana’s son Lakshmana, and gravely in-
jured Duryodhana and Dushasana. Finally,
six Kaurava warriors attacked Abhimanyu
all atonce, breaking the rules of ethical war.
Outnumbered and exhausted, Abhimanyu
succumbed. ENS
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NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

CONCLUSIONS OF a report by a high-pow-
ered committee (HPC), formed by the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) to review the green
clearances for the mega infrastructure project
at Great Nicobar Island, were submitted to
NGT’s Kolkata Bench by the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Integrated Development Corp-
oration Ltd (ANIIDCO) last
week. ANIIDCO is the imple-

LAW

government considers of vitalimportance to
India’s national security.

Currently, the NGT’s Kolkata Bench is
hearing two other petitions about the proj-
ect thatinvolves the construction of not only
aportbutalsoanairportand a township. The
Calcutta High Court s also hearing a case re-
garding the project.

What pleas led to the
formation of HPC?

In late 2022, environmen-
tal activist Ashish Kothari and
Conservation Action Trust

menting agency of the project.

The report concluded that the proposed
transhipment port, part of the project, does
not fall in Island Coastal Regulation Zone-
IA(ICRZ-IA), where ports are prohibited, but
in ICRZ-IB, where they are permitted.

The HPC was formed in response to the
appeals filed before the Kolkata Bench of NGT
in 2022, challenging the green clearances for
the Rs 72,000-crore infraupgrade, which the

(CAT), a nonprofit environ-
mental organisation, challenged before the
NGT'’s Kolkata Bench the environmental
clearance and Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ)—the area up to 500 m from the high-
tide line — clearance granted to the project.
CAT filed a separate appeal challenging the
forest clearance for the project before the
same Bench.

The appeals centred on the irreversible

Algeria’s Imane Khelif (right) and
Italy’s Angela Carini after their bout on
Thursday. AP/PTI

without following proper procedure.

Why is gender eligibility a contentious
issue in women’s sports?

Modern sports is organised on the basis of
sex, with men and women competing in dif-

ferent categories. This is because men, on av-
erage, have certain physiological advantages
over women.

Sex is determined based on chromo-
somes, which carry genes. Humans have 23
pairs of chromosomes — 22 are identical in
men and women; one, the sex chromosome,
is different.The XX sex chromosomes result
in the development of female sex organs, and
XY in male sex organs.

The SRY gene, found on the Y chromo-
some, is responsible for the production of
testosterone. Multiple studies have at-
tempted to decode the impact that this hor-
mone has on physical characteristics. A2017
paper (‘Circulating Testosterone as the
Hormonal Basis of Sex Differences in Athletic
Performance’) published in the journal
Endocrine Reviews supported the link be-
tween testosterone and athletic performance.

“The available, albeit incomplete, evi-
dence makes it highly likely that the sex dif-
ference in circulating testosterone of adults
explains most, if not all, the sex differences
in sporting performance,” it said. This is due
to the effect of testosterone in increasing
“muscle mass and strength, bone size and

strength (density), and circulating haemo-
globin”. Other studies also note that data on
the matter is inadequate at present.

Crucially, some people born with female
reproductive organs may also carry the XY
chromosome, in what is known as Swyer
syndrome, one of many “Disorders of Sex
Development”, or DSDs.

This is at the heart of the debate sur-
rounding gender eligibility in women'’s
sports. Many argue that in order to prevent
some athletes from having an unfair advan-
tage in women'’s sports, women with DSDs
which facilitate greater testosterone produc-
tion, and other consequent athletic advan-
tages, must not be allowed to compete with
other women.

How do sports federations deal with this
matter?

In 2021 the IOC decided to leave it to in-
ternational sports federations to develop
their own set of eligibility rules, based on an
“evidence-based approach” keeping in mind
principles of “fairness”, “inclusion”, “non-dis-
crimination”, “no presumption of advan-

tage”, and “prevention of harm”. Previously,
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itused to take into account testosterone lev-
els — below 10 nanomoles per litre (nmol/L)
for women athletes who had transitioned
from male to female.

The eligibility regulations of World
Athletics still uses testosterone levels as an
eligibility determinant. DSD athletes need to
keep their testosterone level to below 2.5
nmol/L for atleast 24 months before they be-
come eligible to participate in any event. This
is stricter than what it was before 2023,
when there was a 5 nmols/L restriction for
events ranging from 400 metres to a mile,
and no restrictions on other events.

FINA, the world swimming body, the
International Cycling Union, and the
International Rugby Union have all insti-
tuted varying degrees of bans on trans
women athletes.

Atthe end of the day, there is still lots that
is not known about the impact of testos-
terone on sporting performance. Many ques-
tion if the case of women who are born with
higher levels of testosterone is any different
from that of people with other genetic ad-
vantages — like LeBron James’ height or
Michael Phelps’ massive fin-like hands.

After the three killings

The targeted killings of top Hamas and Hezbollah leaders have increased the possibility of all-out warin
West Asia to perhaps its highest level since the October 7 attacks on Israel. What could Iran do now?

SHUBHAJIT ROY

HAMAS KILLED around 1,200 Israelis and
took 250 hostage on October 7, 2023, and
Israel’s response with air strikes and ground
operations is estimated to have killed more
than 40,000 people in Gaza so far. But all
these deaths — including those of thousands
of Palestinian women and children — could
ultimately prove less consequential than
those of three individuals, news of whose
killings became known this week.

Fuad Shukr, a top Hezbollah commander,
was killed in Lebanon'’s capital Beirut in an
Israeli airstrike on July 30. Israel has said
Shukr was behind a rocket attack on Israeli-
controlled Golan Heights that killed 12 young
people over last weekend.

On July 31, Ismail Haniyeh, head of the
political bureau of Hamas and the Qatar-
based public face of the group, was killed in
Tehran where he was attending the inaugu-
ration of the new reformist President
Masoud Pezeshkian.

Mohammed Deif, the storied Hamas
commander who planned the October 7 at-
tacks, was reported to have been killed inan
Israeli strike in Gaza on July 13.

A show of Israeli intent

These targeted killings are seen as a huge
victory for Israel, which had vowed revenge
for the October 7 attacks, a catastrophic fail-
ure of its intelligence, operations, and re-
sponse mechanisms. Its Swords of I[ron mil-
itary offensive in Gaza had the twin
objectives of destroying Hamas and freeing
the hostages.

By killing Haniyeh and Deif, Israel can
claim to have substantially achieved the tar-
get of neutralising Hamas. The message for
Hamas’ surviving top military leaderin Gaza,
Yahya Sinwar, would be thatIsrael has the in-
tent and capability to decapitate the militant
group at a time and place of its choosing.

Much was said and written on the fail-
ures of Mossad after the October 7 humilia-
tion — the successful strikes is a step towards

What are the legal challenges to Great

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei meets with Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas in Tehran on July 30,
the day before his assassination. Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader/WANA handout via Reuters

salvaging the reputational damage that
Israel suffered.

A message for Iran

But the killings could have consequences
for all of West Asia. By targeting the leaders
of Hezbollah and Hamas — both groups are
part of the ‘Axis of Resistance’ sponsored by
Iran — Israel has redrawn the red lines of the
conflict in West Asia. The possibility of all-
out war in the region is perhaps the highest
now since the October 7 attacks.

Israel had demonstrated its willingness
to push harder when it attacked Iranian mil-
itary officials in an Iranian diplomatic prem-
ises in Syria’s capital Damascus in April.
Tehran retaliated with a massive aerial at-
tack against Israel that could, however, do
only limited damage. Israel then conducted
an air strike against Iran — again, with no ma-
jor casualties.

These events in April signalled Iran’s in-
tent to respond if its military officials were
targeted. Israel took the message — Haniyeh
was killed while he was inside a building in
Tehran, but no Iranian military personnel
were harmed in the highly targeted hit.

What it did though, was to expose the
vulnerabilities of Iran’s intelligence and se-
curity establishment in much the same way
as the Hamas attack had exposed and em-

damage that the project no ground to interfere with
would cause to Great Bay Of GREAT the forest clearance. It said
Nicobar's biodiversity; in- Bengal NICOBAR while the forest is of great
adequate environmental . PROJECT significance in tackling air

impact studies and opac-
ity in the clearance

process; inadequate as- 149.87sgkm
sessment of impact on Townsh
Shompen and Nicobarese 8.45sqkm
tribal communities; and Airport
non-compliance of due 7.39sqkm’
process in granting statu- Container
tory clearances. transshipment '
They also challenged terminal
the permissions for build- 0.4sqkm
ing ports and townshipsin Power plant
prohibited and ecologi-

cally sensitive areas such as ICRZ-IA.

How did the NGT respond?

Although the appeals were filed before
the NGT's Kolkata Bench, the final order was
given by a special six-member Bench of the
NGT. The special Bench ruled that there was

pollution and climate

Port Blair change, development can-
not be entirely ignored.

Andaman On environmenjtal clea-

Seq rance, the Bench said there

was no need to take a “hy-

per technical approach” ig-

Great noring “the need of the

Nicobar country for development

and national security”.

' The Benchalso said that

every development activity

has some adverse impacts,

but if they are mitigated and its advantages
to society are greater, such a project has to be
allowed in larger public interest.

However, the Bench pointed to “unan-
swered deficiencies” regarding coral con-
servation, the location of the port in ICRZ-IA
(the prohibited area), and on limited base-
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barrassed the Israelis. Worse, Haniyeh was
killed as Tehran hosted foreign leaders and
representatives for the inauguration of its
new President.

To target Haniyeh in Qatar, an ally of the
United States, would have had complicated
consequences for Israel. By killing him un-
der the nose of the Iran Revolutionary Guards
Corps in Tehran, Israel has sent the message
that Iran’s security umbrella cannot protect
the leaders of Hamas.

The killing of Fuad Shukr in Hezbollah's
stronghold of Beirut delivers a similar mes-
sage. The military capabilities of the Iranian
proxy in Lebanon across Israel’s northern
border are in fact more formidable than
those of Hamas.

Options before Tehran

While the three targeted assassinations
and Israel’s ruthless military response in
Gaza is intended to re-establish its deter-
rence against Iran and its proxies, Tehran can-
not be expected to take it lying down.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khameneiand
President Pezeshkian have vowed revenge.
Khamenei attended Haniyeh'’s funeral in
Tehran, and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Ahmad Al Thani sat in front during the last
rites in Doha, where the body was brought.

There are three scenarios on the possible

line data collection. To examine these con-
cerns, the HPC headed by the Secretary of
the Environment Ministry was formed. The
report was submitted in July 2024.

The special Bench also ordered that no
work of “irreversible nature” should hap-
pen at Greater Nicobar till the issues were
examined and the report was submitted.

What s the case in Calcutta HC?

Soon after this ruling, CAT filed a petition
in the Calcutta HC. It argued that the NGT’s
special Bench should not have got involved
in the case pertaining to the challenge against
the forest clearance as the special Bench did
not have jurisdiction over the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The NGT's Kolkata Bench has
the jurisdiction, the petition said.

It also alleged that the NGT failed to crit-
ically evaluate the project’s clearances as it
was “blinded by the mention of the strategic
importance of the project”. The plea added
that by forming an HPC to revisit the project’s
environmental clearance, the NGT had dele-

Iranian response.

FIRST, Iran could consider picking targets
on Israeli soil and carry out a repeat of the
aerial attacks of April.

SECOND, it could coordinate with its
partners in the ‘Axis of Resistance’ — the
three Hs, Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis
— to conduct coordinated attacks on Israeli
targets.

THIRD, it might target Israeli officials in
third countries, perhaps after waiting for
some time.

The view from India

All these three potential options for Iran
present concerns for India. The first two sce-
narios carry the risk of combustion into a
broader regional conflict, adversely impact-
ing the safety of Indian citizens in West Asia,
and India’s energy security.

About 9 million Indian nationals live and
work in the region — these are usually peo-
ple who are the sole breadwinners for their
families, and the largest source of remit-
tances to India. And about two-thirds of
India’s crude oil and natural gas imports
come from the West Asian region — an out-
break of hostilities will directly impact the
price of crude oil.

The third scenario is one with which India
is already familiar — the wife of an Israeli
diplomat was attacked in New Delhi in 2012
— and which presents a difficult diplomatic
challenge.

India has so far made no statements on
the volatile situation — New Delhi, which
has friends across the region, does not want
to get drawn into regional rivalries. It has is-
sued travel advisories for Israel and
Lebanon, and Indian airlines have avoided
flying in the region.

Other countries in the region have
launched efforts to de-escalate the situation.
The Saudi, Qatari, and Omani foreign minis-
ters have been in touch with their Iranian
counterparts.

The assassinations have almost certainly
derailed ongoing efforts for a deal on
hostages and ceasefire in Gaza. The conflict
has been prolonged further, and Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who
has been facing tough questions on his lead-
ership, has got some time.

But the immediate diplomatic challenge
is to avert full-scale war in the region. Much
will depend on how Khamenei and Pezesh-
kian think and respond to the situation.

Nicobar infrastructure project?

gated its decision. The plea referred to a
Supreme Court order, which said that the
NGT cannot “abdicate its judicial functions
to an administrative expert committee”.

What are the other pleas before NGI?

In May 2024, Kothari filed two petitions
before the NGT’s Kolkata Bench. One of
them claimed that the project violated the
2019 ICRZ notification — it provides for the
protection of coastal stretches in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep
Islands. The petition also alleged that ANI-
IDCO and the Ministry were not complying
with NGT’s April 2023 order to exclude the
construction work in areas which fall un-
der the ICRZ-IA classification.

The other petition alleged that the
Ministry had not communicated any details
of the HPC’s proceedings, which violated
the NGT’s April 2023 order.

On July 26, ANIIDCO filed a counter affi-
davit to these petitions and MoEFCC sought
more time to file its response.




14}

ThelndianEXPRESS

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LLAYING A NEW FIELD

A private sector venture focusing on technologies to grow rice by
direct seeding, wheat through zero tillage, is welcome

RIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT in agriculture technologies — those helping boost
crop yields or cutting production costs for Indian farmers — has been halting in
the last decade or more. This is unlike in the first two decades after liberalisation,
which saw a host of agronomic interventions — from hybrid seeds in vegeta-
bles and maize, genetically modified (GM) Bt cotton, tissue-culture and high-density plant-
ing of fruit crops, drip irrigation and laser land leveling, to fast-growing broiler chicken
and layer breeder birds. These were all introduced by private players, both Indian (Mahyco,
Jain Irrigation, Venky’s, Suguna) and multinational (Monsanto/Bayer, Syngenta,
Pioneer/Corteva). That flow of innovations has slowed considerably. One reason was an ex-
tended period of low farm prices following the collapse of a decade-long global commod-
ity boom in 2013-14. No less important, though, has been the Luddite turn in domestic
policymaking — the promotion of paramparagat krishi (organic farming) being combined
with blocking not just the commercialisation, but even open-field trials, of new GM crops.

Against this background, RiceTec and Mahyco forming a joint venture focusing on
technologies to grow rice by direct seeding (instead of transplanting and flooding of fields)
and wheat through zero tillage (without burning stubble from the previous paddy crop
and land preparation before sowing) is significant — and welcome. Breeding in rice and
wheat, which are largely self-pollinating crops less amenable to hybridisation, has tradi-
tionally been a public sector monopoly in India. Two major private seed companies com-
ing together to pool their expertise — RiceTec’s in rice and Mahyco’s in wheat — and make
the farming of the two crops “more climate-smart and sustainable” is, therefore, signif-
icant. The flooding of paddy fields and repeated ploughings for wheat is done by farm-
ers primarily to control weeds. The two companies have developed rice and wheat hy-
brids/varieties containing a mutated gene, whose altered DNA sequence enables their
plants to “tolerate” the application of Imazethapyr, a herbicide effective against a wide
range of weeds. By spraying this herbicide, farmers would save a lot of water and labour
required in rice transplanting-cum-puddling, besides fuel costs and time in preparing
the field for wheat sowing. And there would be no need to burn stubble either.

The welcome partis that the Indian Agricultural Research Institute has also released rice
varieties with Imazethapyr-tolerant traits — again introduced through mutation breeding,
not GM. The fact that there is competition from the public sector and no foreign genes here
(unlike Monsanto’s Bollgard Bt cotton) should silence any Luddite opposition to the new
technology. In any case, the government should not pay heed to such voices this time. A
decade of virtual technology famine has been costly for Indian agriculture and farmers. A
country seeking to be atmanirbhar in feeding its people cannot afford one more.

DIGNITY DENIED

Bureaucratic hurdles in changing gender, name in official
documents for transgender persons, betray promise of NALSA

N THE LANDMARK NALSA vs Union of India judgment of 2014, when Justice K S
Radhakrishnan spoke up for transgender persons’ right to define their gender iden-
tity, he linked it to “the most basic aspects of self-determination, dignity and free-
dom”.Noone, he said, “shall be forced to undergo medical procedures, including sex
reassignment surgery, sterilisation or hormonal therapy, as a requirement for legal recog-
nition of their gender identity.” Ten years on, even as Hyderabad-based IRS officer M
Anukathir Suryamade headlines when his request for change of name and genderin all of-
ficial records was accepted by the Centre, stories of several others, as reported in this news-
paper, speak of a process of mental agony and humiliation. Demands for proof of gender af-
firmation surgery and even medical examinations, and threats of job loss show that when
it comes to the rights of transgender persons, a lack of empathy still hobbles the system.
Part of the problem lies in contradictions between what the NALSA judgment said and
provisions of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 and the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020. Under Section 7 of the Act, proof of medical in-
terventionin the form of gender-affirming care (sex reassignment surgeries, hormone ther-
apy, etc)is mandatory if a person wants to apply for a change to “male” or “female” category.
Under the Rules, however, physical examinations are outlawed. There are also implemen-
tation challenges. In 2023, a response in Lok Sabha by former Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment, A Narayanaswamy, revealed that 3,225 applications for trans-
gender identity certificate, out of about 24,000, were pending clearance; in many cases, the
delay exceeded the 30-day window mandated by the Rules. Other measures, like setting up
transgender persons’ wards and washrooms in government hospitals by 2022 and the set-
ting up of transgender welfare boards in every state, too, have seen poor implementation.
A 2015 Lancet study showed that in those whose official documents reflected their self-
affirmed gender identity and name, “prevalence of psychological distress was 32 per cent
less” compared to those who didn’t. They were also 22 per cent less likely to have suicidal
thoughts. For a community that lacked legal recognition till a decade ago, and many of
whose members don’t have access to a social-security net, the continued denial of a self-af-
firmed identity leads to further marginalisation. Addressing this requires sensitisation cam-
paigns, including for government employees, and plugging implementation gaps. Ten years
after NALSA, itis high time all citizens enjoy the fundamental rights to dignity and freedom.

OLDER AND SURER

At the Paris Olympics, athletes are
turning age on its head

FALLTHE pointless cliches, the one about age being a mere number might just

be the most trite. Ageism is an inequity hardwired in the human DNA, its spec-

tre sauntering into conversations and commentaries unbidden — and unde-

terred by the wisdom experience might have wrought or the accomplish-
ments that practice would have garnered. At the Olympics, Diana Taurasi, 42, member of the
USwomen'’s basketball team, put a finger on it when questions about her retirement came
up: “..it(20years’ experience)is an Achilles heel instead of something thatis treasured and
used as a way forward... Hopefully we can change that narrative.”

Taurasi is giving it a good shot but she is not the only one. Giving experience its moment
inthe spotlight at the world’s most vaunted sporting event are a bunch of men and women
at ease with their years and their talent. Luxembourg’s Ni Xia Lian, 61, the oldest table-ten-
nis player at the event, might have lost to World No 1 Sun Yingsha, 38 years her junior, but
her return to competitive sports served as an inspiration to her former Chinese compatriot
Zhiying Zeng to take up the game again. Now a Chilean resident, Zeng debuted in the
Olympics at 58 this year. There’s also Spain’s Juan Antonio Jiménez Cobo, a silver medalist
at the 2004 Athens Olympics, vying for another medal in dressage at 65.

Itis heartening to watch the quiet confidence of these athletes, given the premium placed
on youth in sports. There is, of course, a case to be made for fitness in professional games.
But one of the best-kept secrets of age is that which youth aspires to: Equanimity. After all,
age is the domain of the Pollyannaish, with its awareness that in the end, after a lifetime of
trying to fitin, everything and nothing matters. It is enough to have arrived at the party and
to have had a ball. As the novelist Margaret Atwood once said, “For years, | wanted to be
older,and now I am”. Ageism be damned.
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WORDLY WISE
(GENDER IS... TENUOUSLY CONSTITUTED IN TIME,
INSTITUTED IN AN EXTERIOR SPACE THROUGH A
STYLISED REPETITION OF ACTS. — JupiTH BUTLER

Before the landslide

Wayanad tragedy points to perils of development
without respecting the region’s carrying capacity

AMITABH KANT

YEARS AGO, WHEN I was posted in Kerala
during the initial decades of my service,
Wayanad was an idyllic hill station in the
lush Western Ghats, known for its vast tea
plantations. I had the opportunity to visit
Wayanad several times and was always in-
spired by the warmth and resilience of the
people. The origin point of rivers like the
Kabini and Chaliyar, the district has dense
forest cover. It is also home to various
biological reserves, wildlife sanctuaries and
national parks.

In the past few days, Wayanad has been
in the news for a devastating landslide that
claimed hundreds of lives. The landslide,
which was triggered by a cloudburst, also
resulted in the destruction of homes, with
several people trapped under debris. It
struck Meppadi, Mundakkai, and
Chooralmala and resulted in the collapse of
a nearby bridge that was used to enter
Attamala in Mundakkai.

The disaster has left more than 300 peo-
ple dead and over 300 are missing. While
heavy rains caused the landslide, the
unchecked development driven by tourism
and quarrying has significantly disturbed
Wayanad'’s fragile topology.

According to climate experts, the land-
slide was triggered by extremely heavy
rainfall caused by the warming of the
Arabian Sea. The southeast Arabian Sea is
becoming warmer, leading to atmospheric
instability over large parts of the Western
Ghat, including Kerala. Rain-laden areas
with deep clouds are moving southward,
resulting in excessive rain.

In 2011, the Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel, headed by ecologist Madhav
Gadgil, demarcated the region as an ecolog-
ically sensitive area (ESA). The Gadgil
Committee recommended the banning of
construction, mining, and quarrying
activities in large parts of the Western
Ghats, one of the world’s eight hottest
biodiversity hotspots.

Asimilar tragedy struck Kerala’s hilly re-
gions in 2019. Despite clear warnings from
experts, unchecked construction and

Nearly half of Kerala
comprises hills and
mountainous regions with
slopes exceeding 20 degrees,
making these areas
particularly prone to
landslides during heavy
rains. Beyond making the
state climate resilient, it is
crucial to evaluate land use
changes and development
activities in landslide-prone
areas. Landslides and flash
floods often occur in
regions where the impacts
of both climate change and
human intervention in land
use are evident.

tourism-related activities have continued
unabated. Wayanad, renowned for its sce-
nic beauty, has become an eco-tourism
hotspot, leading to rampant construction
activities. Resorts have mushroomed, roads
have been constructed, tunnels have been
dug and quarrying activities have been un-
dertaken without proper assessment of
Wayanad’s carrying capacity.

Construction of roads and other infra-
structure in such regions should be under-
taken with scientific precision, keeping in
mind the environmental impact.
Unfortunately, the current practices lack
these essential precautions, exacerbating
the damage caused by landslides.

Nearly half of Kerala comprises hills and
mountainous regions with slopes exceed-
ing 20 degrees, making these areas partic-
ularly prone to landslides during heavy
rains. Beyond making the state climate re-
silient, it is crucial to evaluate land use
changes and development activities in land-
slide-prone areas. Landslides and flash
floods often occur in regions where the im-
pacts of both climate change and humanin-
tervention in land use are evident.

A 2022 study on depleting forests in
Wayanad revealed that 62 per cent of the
district’s green cover disappeared between
1950 and 2018, while plantation cover rose
by around 1,800 per cent. The study, pub-
lished in the International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health,
indicated that around 85 per cent of
Wayanad’s total area was under forest cover
until the 1950s. Now, the region is known
forits extensive rubber plantations. The in-
tensity of the landslide increased because
of the rubber trees, which are less effective
in holding soil compared to the dense forest
cover of pre-plantation times.

Mindless construction in vulnerable ar-
eas has greatly contributed to such disas-
ters across the country, especially in hilly
and mountainous zones. Experts have high-
lighted that extensive construction of roads
and culverts in Kerala has not accounted for
current rainfall patterns and intensities, re-

lying instead on outdated data. There is a
need to consider new risk factors in con-
struction to prevent flash floods, as many
structures fail to accommodate river flow,
leading to significant destruction.
Unscientific construction practices are a
major cause of the current devastation.

The Western Ghats have been classified
as an ecologically-fragile region. Recent re-
search by experts at the Indian Institute of
Science divided the 1.6 lakh sq km of
Western Ghats into four ecologically-sen-
sitive regions (ESR). Promoting sustainable
land-management practices such as refor-
estation, controlled deforestation, and sus-
tainable agriculture is crucial to maintain-
ing hillside stability and reducing soil
erosion, thereby mitigating the effects of
heavy rains.

In 2018, devastating floods killed more
than 400 people across Kerala, destroying
homes, forested areas, and infrastructure.
In 2020, 65 people, most of them tea plan-
tation workers, were killed when a land-
slide struck Idukki district. A year later, land-
slides and floods claimed a high toll of lives
in the district again. This time Kottayam was
also hit. Landslips and flash floods struck
again in 2022.

Kerala, once known for its lush greenery
and beautiful monsoons, now faces
tragedies caused by weather vagaries
during these months. Over the
past decade, the state has witnessed
numerous climate-induced disasters,
underscoring the urgent need for climate-
resilient infrastructure.

The Wayanad tragedy is a stark re-
minder of the delicate balance between na-
ture and human activity. It highlights the
dire consequences of neglecting ecological
warnings and the pressing need to adopt
sustainable development practices to safe-
guard the environment and the lives that
depend onit.

The writer is India’s G20 Sherpa
and former CEO, NITI Aayog.
Views expressed are personal

EASING THE BURDEN

Areview of the Income Tax Act should aim to simplify the tax structure

SURANJALI TANDON

IN 1958, THE Law Commission of India set
out to logically arrange the Income Tax Act
1922 in order to simplify it. Experts admit-
ted then that there cannot be any real sim-
plification of the Act without the simplifica-
tion of the tax structure. Decades on, the
goals for income-tax reform remain centred
around simplicity and stability. In the last five
years, though, there have been efforts to im-
prove the tax structure. Heeding the recom-
mendations of previous tax committees, in-
cluding the Direct Taxes Code in 2009, the
corporate tax-rates were reduced earlier and
incentives are being phased out under the
new tax regime. Around 58 per cent of cor-
porate taxpayers have opted for the new tax
regime, lowering the effective tax rate to
23.26 per cent in 2021-22 as compared to
29.49 per centin 2017-18.To further stream-
line the system and attract foreign invest-
ment, the corporate tax-rate on foreign com-
panies has now been reduced to 35 per cent
and the angel tax has been abolished.
Similarly, personal income-tax slabs are
now fewer and simplification of compliance
has brought on board more taxpayers.
Between assessment years 2019-20 and
2022-23, the number of taxpayers in-
creased from 89.8 to 93.7 million. The cur-
rent Budget has further reduced the tax rate
for incomes below Rs 12 lakh, which will
impact more than 80 per cent of individual
returns and 51 per cent of the gross income

Despite the reductions in tax
rates, the direct tax to GDP
ratio has increased. Yet,
many believe that India has
yet to achieve its tax
potential. As the country
sets its sights on achieving
developed country status by
2047, the question is what
tax policy can do next to
ensure a balance between

growth and equality.

filed in returns. Although the revenue loss
from the proposed direct tax changes is
pegged at Rs 29,000 crore, itis less than the
revenue foregone on account of current ex-
emptions and deductions.

Despite the reductions in tax rates, the
direct tax to GDP ratio has increased. Yet,
many believe that India has yet to achieve
its tax potential. As the country sets its
sights on achieving developed country sta-
tus by 2047, the question is what tax policy
can do next to ensure a balance between
growth and equality.

For one, the reform of the capital gains
regime is on the agenda. This is in line with
global thinking as many countries have at-
tempted to reform the taxation of passive in-
comes after Covid-19. Interest has been fur-
ther fueled by the surge in the capital market
globally. India is no stranger to this boom
with the Nifty 50 delivering a 26.8 per cent
return last year. Policymakers in India are also
cognisant of the rise in futures and options
trading. The Budget proposed an increase in
the capital gains tax on equity as well as a
higher securities transactions tax on futures
and options.

In the assessment year 2022-23, long-
term and short-term capital gains made up
11 per cent of the gross incomes reported
in tax returns. Around 60 per cent of the
long-term capital gains incomes in 2022-
23 were above Rs 500 crore and more than

40 per cent of the gains were reported by
corporates. Therefore, the higher exemp-
tion limit of Rs 1.25 lakh on long-term gains
is expected to primarily benefit the lower
income category taxpayers, while higher
rates on equity and removal of indexation,
to the extent it results in higher rates, will
help raise revenue from upper deciles of as-
set holding classes. Moreover, the rational-
isation of the rates across asset classes and
the removal of indexation benefits suggest
that the government no longer seeks to
prioritise investments.

An important aspect of certainty in the
application of the Income Tax Act is the pre-
vention and resolution of disputes. The
Vivad Se Vishwas scheme offers one way to
settle long-standing disputes. Shortening
the period of reassessment and putting in
place higher monetary thresholds for dis-
putes are also ways to keep in check con-
frontations between taxpayers and the in-
come tax department.

The government has announced its in-
tent to review the IT Act. To fundamentally
resolve the source of these disputes requires
that the contentious sections of the Act be
carefully redrafted. Simplification has been
attempted in the past, but it is now hoped
that the work over the next six months will
help meet all the stated objectives.

The writer is associate professor, NIPFP
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MINISTERS RESHUFFLED

WHILE THE PRIME Minister, Mrs Indira
Gandhi, has appointed S B Chavan as the new
Defence Minister, available information sug-
gests that Sripati Misra, who has vacated
Uttar Pradesh chief ministership, will be the
new Industry Minister. Chavan takes over the
Defence portfolio from R Venkataraman,
who has resigned after accepting the
Congress (I) ticket for vice-presidentship.

OPPOSITION’S VP Pick

B C KAMBLE, a former member of the Lok
Sabha is the opposition candidate for vice-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

presidency. Opposition leaders in Parliament
decided to field Kamble since a consensus can-
didate with the Congress (I) failed to materi-
alise. In a statement, opposition leaders re-
gretted that no representative from the SC,ST
or neo-Buddhists had ever been chosen for
the office of President or Vice-President.

MIiILITANTS KILLED

TWO TERRORISTS WERE killed and seven oth-
ers, including six activists of the outlawed All-
India Sikh Students Federation (AISSF), were
arrested and a country-made bomb and arms
were recovered by the police in Punjab dur-
ing the past 24 hours. According to official re-

ports, two terrorists were killed in an en-
counter with the police in Amritsar district af-
ter they robbed a former sarpanch of a gold
ring and Rs 82 in cash and escaped.

INDIA'S OLYMPIC WIN

INDIA BEAT SPAIN 4-3 in an exciting group ‘A’
hockey match in the Los Angeles Olympic
Games. India led 2-0 at half time. Mervyn
Fernandes scored two goals while Hardeep
Singh and Shahid scored one apiece. With this
victory, India remains unbeaten in group ‘A’.
On the first day of the rapid fire pistol shoot-
ing event, Mohinder Lai with a score of 291
(100-97-94) was placed 23rd.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Pakistan must not join the league of states known to clamp down on media

rights. Freedom cannot become sacr

osanct without political commitment.”
—DAWN, PAKISTAN

Elephant in the civil servant’s room State’s government,
Centre’s rule

Whether or not bureaucrats are banned from joining the RSS, the
idea of constitutional democracy is in need of being reinvigorated

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

ITIS A matter of some surprise that a govern-
ment with most of its members being proud
members of the RSS took 10 years to lift the
ban on government servants joining the or-
ganisation. There is no doubt that this deci-
sion will make only a nominal difference be-
cause civil servants sympathising with the RSS
have been aplenty. Now they will adorn the
membership openly while in office. With this
decision, formalisation of the idea of the Hindu
state has been taken one step further. One only
hopes that the DoPT does not next ordain all
civil servants to attend RSS shakhas on Guru
Purnima or participate in the Dussehra rally
and upload a selfie.

When an organisation has spread across
different walks of life, when judges openly ad-
mit their affinity with it, when the ideas of an
organisation have penetrated both the self-
conscious supporters and gullible onlookers,
the formal instrument of not allowing civil
servants to join it does not serve any purpose.
So, while we are witnessing a caricature of the
Weberian model of bureaucracy, the lifting of
the ban on civil servants joining RSS might not
make much substantive difference. Those
who subscribed to its worldview would al-
ready have been operating through that prism
while in service and their identity too would
not be totally unknown to their superiors and
to citizens approaching them. By formally re-
voking restrictions, the government has only
underscored the emergence of ade jure Hindu
administration. But even if the government
did not do that, over time, and increasingly
during the last decade, India’s state apparatus
had de facto donned a Hindu identity. In that
sense, the lifting of the banis less of alegal-ju-
ridical issue and more a question of the char-
acter of India’s public political universe.

Therefore, the real question that the re-
cent decision raises is, once again, of the re-
lationship between the ideology of the RSS
and the ideology on which we currently (at
least formally) expect institutions in the
country to run, viz the Constitution. The jux-
taposition between the two is stark and
hence, whether formal or de facto, associa-
tion with the RSS by civil servants jeopar-
dises their commitment to function in accor-
dance with the Constitution.

Ataformallevel, an organisation that be-
lieves in organising one community cannot
be worthy of support from the civil servants
who are supposed to serve the entire soci-
ety. More substantively, the RSS does not ap-
prove of the way India was restructured af-
ter 1947.It believes that “It would have been
logical for our post-1947 rulers to re-struc-
ture the national life in keeping with our cul-
ture. Sadly, that golden opportunity was lost”
(https://[www.rss.org/[Encyc/2015/3/13/Visi
on-and-Mission.html). One can only imag-
ine the tension between this sentiment
and the duty to uphold the Constitution that
arguably was the most systematic and
earnest document seeking to restructure
India after Independence.

The conflicting visions of a state com-
pletely de-linked from religion and a state

based on dharma, defined as the cultural and
spiritual legacy of the land, become even more
sharply opposed to each other when we take
into account the conflict betweenideas of the
nation. The Constitution is the outcome of an
idea that India is a nation comprising differ-
ent sects, religions and traditions as opposed
to theidea that presupposes the foundational
role of one religious community as the pillar
of the nation. All nationalist rhetoric follow-
ing the criticality of one religion leads to an
exclusionary nationalism that the
Constitution consciously rejected.

This conflict needs to be understood be-
yond formal declarations because in the pub-
lic sphere the RSS has evolved through a
somewhat complex set of ideas and has pro-
duced the politics of suspicion, anxiety and
animosity through the available democratic
space. The formal adherence to democracy by
either the parent organisation or many of its
“cultural” off-shoots, as also by the political
instrument of the organisation, unnecessar-
ily obfuscates the issue of what role Hindutva
has played in India’s recent past.

For almost a century now, India has wit-
nessed a parallel evolution of politics of two
varieties — through two contesting para-
digms. Hindutva politics has mostly devel-
oped intellectually through the Golwalkar-
Savarkar paradigm and democratic politics
has been shaped through the Gandhi-Nehru
paradigm. While Golwalkar initiated a ten-
dency to uncritically imagine amillenniumin
the past, Savarkar, while appearing to distance
himself from traditionalism, nevertheless em-
ployed history as proof of, and justification for,
Hindu-ness as the bulwark of nationalism.
While formally being away from the RSS, he
theorised the quest for force as a morally ad-
missible path for achieving higher goals,
something that is the hallmark of contempo-
rary Hindutva. Today’s Hindutvais therefore a
combination of these apparently distinct ap-
proaches. It has promoted ideas of majoritar-
ianism, uncritical traditionalism and ortho-
doxy combined with crass modernism that
upholds force and exclusion as instruments
of a distorted nationalist imagination.

In contrast, the Gandhi-Nehru paradigm
sought to evolve a nuanced understanding of
the past, interpretation of tradition that draws
itslogical strength from modernity, a self-crit-
ical modernity that gave way to the agency of
the people and at the same time ensured that

An organisation that believes
in organising one community
cannot be worthy of support
from the civil servants who
are supposed to serve the
entire society. The RSS does
not approve of the way India
was restructured after 1947, It
believes that ‘It would have
been logical for our post-1947
rulers to re-structure the
national life in keeping with
our culture. Sadly, that golden
opportunity was lost’. One
can only imagine the tension
between this sentiment and
the duty to uphold the
Constitution that arguably
was the most systematic and
earnest document seeking to
restructure India

after Independence.
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CR Sasikumar

the idea of “public” includes all, irrespective
of caste and creed.

Fortuitously for this paradigm, the inter-
ventions of BR Ambedkar ensured thatit was
saved from Gandhi’s romanticism about tra-
dition and Nehru’s romanticism that democ-
racy will address allills automatically. This in-
tervention ensured that the Constitution
shunned “restructuring of society on the ba-
sis of past values” blindly and also ensured
that the Constitution will push in the direc-
tion of democratic transformation of the social
realm. This may be understood as the frame-
work of constitutional morality.

Democracy lives with a perpetual chal-
lenge that it must accept the existence of non-
democratic, sub-democratic and exclusion-
ary ideas and politics. Indian democracy has
struggled with this challenge all through its
formal existence for the past seven decades.
Organisations and parties that contradict con-
stitutional morality can compete for power
and acquire formal governmental power.
Politics at variance with constitutional moral-
ity can mobilise citizens and gain popularand
intellectual traction. Persons having intellec-
tual sympathies with sub-democratic ideas
and politics come to hold public offices, such
as in the armed forces, bureaucracy and judi-
ciary. The dilemma is whether toban or aban-
don such elements. While democracies occa-
sionally need to employ the long arm of the
law to protect themselves, legal protection is
often weak in the wake of political challenges
to constitutional morality.

When democracy is corroded from within
and through democratic coups, the first thing
that supporters of democracy need todois to
recognise the elephant in the room. India’s
record in this respect is not strong. For long,
many collaborators happily did business with
the elephant. That has weakened the system’s
ability to isolate and tame the challenge. It is
necessary to recognise that in the battle be-
tween the two paradigms discussed above,
the democratic paradigm has received a set-
back. Whether or not civil servants are banned
from joining the RSS, Hindutva is out there
and unless the idea of constitutional democ-
racyisreinvigorated, unless itis jealously pur-
sued, propagated and popularised, the prover-
bial elephant will not go away.

The writer, based in Pune,
taught political science

Rahul’s ‘politics of enemies’

His rhetoric on caste is unbecoming of the Leader of Opposition

BY RAM MADHAV

LEADER OF THE Opposition Rahul Gandhi ap-
pears to have chosen to be a destructive force
in Parliament. His interventions in the Budget
Session suggest that the Congress leader’s sole
mission is to somehow get under the skin of
the ruling party leadership through aggressive
arguments and articulation. One example was
his flimsy, if not absurd, argument about the
“halwa ceremony” before the budget.

Democracies can only be measured by the
existence of an Opposition. But the factis also
that there are no ideal democracies in the
world. Lenin used to say that there are no
morals in politics, only expedience. Expedient
politics is all about power and that makes
leaders resort to what Michael Ignatieff, for-
mer leader of the Canadian Liberal Party,
called the “politics of enemies”. Once that
form of politics begins, then the language, be-
haviour and tactics of partisan demonisation
will begin to dominate the political landscape.
Such “politics of enemies” doesn’t stop at the
gates of political institutions but can spread
through conventional and social media and
influence citizens at large.

Leaders practising such politics know that
people might initially be sceptical about the
language and ideas that they are champi-
oning. Arguments like “Desh ka halwa bat
raha hai aur 73 per cent log hai hi nahi” (In
the Budget’s halwa ceremony, 73 per cent of
the population was not represented) could
sound insipid and hysterical to many. But
there is a sinister method in this madness.

Leaders know that over time, sheer repeti-
tion of such rhetoric will help them dominate
the discourse and turn gullible people grad-
ually to their side. All that is needed is a ve-
neer of benignity and sincerity.

Ignatieff makes a profound observation
that “what makes the ‘politics of enemies’
seductive is that its ruthlessness is so often
packaged as a defence of democracy itself”.
Leaders hide behind the specious claim that,
after all, their political enemies are enemies
of the whole nation because they are threat-
ening to impose tyranny, and hence, as for-
mer US Republican Senator Barry Goldwater
said in 1964, “extremism in the defence of
liberty is no vice.”

India has seen a dozen Opposition leaders
since Independence. In Rahul Gandhi’s own
family, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi, had been the leaders of Opposition.
Rajiv was the youngest at the age of 45 to oc-
cupy that coveted post. At 54, Rahul would be
the second youngest leader of the Opposition
— a post which acquired greater importance
in the last few decades after it was accorded
the status of a cabinet minister and given a
hand in the appointment of senior officials like
the CBI director, election commissioners,
Lokpal, ED directors and NHRC commission-
ers. These powers and responsibilities call for
greater maturity and balance,and an ability to
not trivialise Opposition politics.

From the time a Congress(O) member Ram
Subhag Singh became the first leader of

Opposition in 1969, the Lok Sabha had seen
stalwarts like Y B Chavan, Jagjivan Ram, Rajiv
Gandhi, L K Advani, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, PV
Narasimha Rao, Sharad Pawar, Sonia Gandhi
and Sushma Swaraj occupying that high office.
Most of them conducted themselves with
decorum, setting new standards for the func-
tioning of the House. There were occasions
when the two sides of the House demon-
strated bonhomie, like when Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao decided to send the Leader of
the Opposition, Vajpayee, as the leader of the
Indian delegation to the UN Human Rights
Convention in Geneva in 1994. That was the
finest moment of the ruling and Opposition
parties coming together for a national cause.

The Geneva Human Rights Convention was
a very critical moment for India as Pakistan
came with all guns blazing on Kashmir. But the
Indianside, too, became formidable when cut-
ting across political lines — Vajpayee, Salman
Khurshid and Farooq Abdullah launched a
united counteroffensive. In the end, Pakistan
was forced to withdraw its petition on Kashmir
and the victory for the Indian side was so sweet
that Hamid Ansari, who was present asIndia’s
special representative at the UN, summed up
the outcome ina message to Delhi: “The bats-
man simply refused to play”.

It may be a tall order to expect a return to
those days. But it may not be ambitious to ex-
pect sensitive domestic issues like caste to be
dealt with more diligently. Social justice is an
important article of faith for the entire coun-

try irrespective of politics. From leaders such
as BR Ambedkar and Ram Manohar Lohia, we
inherited a vision of social justice, according to
which granting every social group its rights
leads to a gradual weakening of caste as anin-
stitution. Ambedkar wrote a thesis on the an-
nihilation of caste.

Whether or not the caste Census s required
will be decided by the political system based on
its needs and merits. It is nobody’s case to ar-
gue that the issue raised by the Leader of the
Opposition was wrong. But it may be pertinent
to remind him what, occupying the same po-
sition, his father Rajiv Gandhi had said in a de-
bate on the Mandal Commission in September
1989. Accusing the National Front government
led by V P Singh of causing caste tensions in the
country, Rajiv sought to remind that his party,
under the leadership of his mother, fought the
elections in 1980 on the slogan — “na jaat par,
na paat par” (not on caste or creed).

Mandal Commission recommendations
were supported by all parties as a social need
but what Rajiv Gandhi had said in his speech at
that time may be important for his son to re-
member: “I think nobody in this House will
say that the removal of backwardness and the
removal of poverty are not part of that national
goal. I think, equally nobody in this House will
say that the removal of casteism is not part of
that national goal. We must remember both”.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is with
the RSS. Views expressed are personal
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Coaching centre tragedy points to the
many ways in which governance in
Delhiis hobbled by the Centre’s meddling

e

JASMINE SHAH

THE DEATH OF three UPSC aspirants amidst
unprecedented rains in Delhi — due to wa-
terlogging and subsequent flooding of the
basement of an IAS coaching centre — has
shocked the nation. Reports have revealed
that the centre was using a basement to
conduct classes in blatant violation of build-
ing byelaws and the storm water drain
along the road was also encroached upon
and covered, making the passage of water
difficult. These facts raise deep questions on
the greed of the coaching industry, profit-
ing by risking their students’ lives, and the
role of the municipal bodies that allow such
violations to persist.

The incident also brought to the fore the
unpreparedness of the National Capital to
handle heavy rains, sparking a debate be-
tween the AAP-ruled Delhi government
and BJP-ruled Centre. Amidst these events,
ashocking video surfaced of a review meet-
ing held by a group of AAP ministers on
June 28 where the status of desilting of
Delhi’s drains in preparation for monsoons
was discussed. Init, senior-most officers of
the Delhi government, including the Chief
Secretary (CS) and PWD secretary, were
shown video evidence that Delhi’s drains
weren't desilted — even as officials claimed
otherwise on files.

When asked by Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj to join him ona field inspection to
ascertain the truth, the PWD secretary said
he would be busy with meetings that day
and refused to commit any time.
Reportedly, when the same Minister asked
the CSin May 2024 to share the status of de-
silting of drains, the CS wrote back saying
that the matter was under the considera-
tion of the Delhi High Court to which re-
ports had been submitted. In his note to the
Minister, the CS also questioned why the
minister desired to review the matter when
it was under the consideration of the High
Court and that he isn’t obliged to respond
to the elected government.

Anywhere else in India, such defiance of
anelected government would haveled tothe
dismissal of officers. But not in Delhi. Yet, this
isn't the first instance. The last few years of
the AAP government in Delhi have been
marked by an unprecedented and undemo-
cratic assault on its powers by the BJP-ruled
Centre that has few parallelsinindependent
India. The BJP has been unable to digest the
AAP’s historic mandate of 2015 and 2020 in
Delhi and its rise as a national party. The Lt
Governor (LG) of Delhi — the Centre’s ap-
pointee — has time and again undermined
Delhi’s elected government by weaponising
the bureaucracy. A prime exampleis the LG’s
decision amonth ago todissolve the Dialogue
and Development Commission (DDC), the
policy think tank of the Delhi government.

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s brain-

child, the DDC was established soon after
the AAP government came to powerin 2015
with a mandate to study innovations glob-
ally and advise the government in finding
sustainable, people-centric solutions to the
critical developmental challenges facing
Delhi. Over the past nine years, the DDC has
served as a fountainhead for some of the
flagship and innovative initiatives imple-
mented by the AAP government, as docu-
mented in its publication 70 Innovations,
Redefining Governance. For instance, the DDC
led the process of formulation of the land-
mark Delhi Electric Vehicles Policy 2020,
Delhi Solar Energy Policy 2024, Tree
Transplantation Policy 2020, and the Rozgar
Bazaar jobs portal for Delhi’s blue-collar
workers in the middle of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, among several other reforms.

The DDC could play this role because,
right from its inception, it has functioned
under the sole jurisdiction of Delhi’s
elected chief minister, who acted as its
chairman. Official notifications giving the
Delhi CM the sole jurisdiction over the DDC
were approved by the Delhi Cabinet and
the previous two LGs of Delhi, Najeeb Jung
and Anil Baijal. Yet the present LG, V K
Saxena, ordered the bureaucracy to dis-
solve the commission.

On earlier occasions too, the present LG
has breached jurisdictional boundaries to
hinder the smooth functioning of the Delhi
government. In July 2023, the LG removed
over 400 professionals and consultants en-
gaged by Delhi government, including the
young professionals engaged under the CM
fellowship scheme from top global univer-
sities, including IITs and IIMs. In late 2023,
the LG ordered the stoppage of salaries and
subsequent removal of all contractual staff
of Delhi Commission for Women (DCW),
bringing their work to a grinding halt. The
message behind these actionsis clear: The
BJP-ruled Centre, acting through the LG, is
determined to abuse all powers at its
disposal to cripple the functioning of the
AAP government.

Thereasonitis able todo this is because
the Centre has usurped control over Delhi’s
bureaucracy inablatant violation of the his-
toric 5-0 verdict of a CJI-led constitutional
bench of the Supreme Court in May 2023,
coming after an arduous eight-year legal
battle, that ruled that the officers in Delhi
have to follow the directions of the elected
government. However, setting aside consti-
tutional morality, the Centre passed an or-
dinance within eight days, and subsequently
a law, nullifying the SC decision. As per this
new law, officers in Delhi only need to fol-
low directions of Delhi LG. The AAP govern-
ment has challenged the constitutionality
of this law in the SC, but the matteris yet to
be listed — it has been 14 months. The BJP-
ruled Centre has used this opportunity to
launch a frontal attack on the AAP govern-
ment by weaponising the bureaucracy.

How long will this siege of the elected
government in the National Capital con-
tinue? This is a question that will be deter-
mined only by the Supreme Court.

The writer is the vice chairperson of
Dialogue and Development Commission of
Delhi and senior AAP leader

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A BETTER METRIC

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Deepening justice’ (IE, August 2). The
seven-judge Supreme Court bench led
by Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud, by a 6:1 majority ver-
dict, allowed sub-classification among
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes for reservation. It underscored
the fact that SCs and STs are not ho-
mogenous classes in terms of degree
of social backwardness, literacy and
stigma of untouchability. As a result,
some castes/tribes who are hampered
the most by these factors are left out
of the race to benefit from reservation
and representation. Quota within
quota serves the constitutional objec-
tive of reservation by ensuring sub-
stantive equality and justice to all. Will
this judgment be cited to bolster the
argument of quota within quota in 33
per cent of women’s reservation in the
legislature? And will it be extended to
political parties/politicians as well?

L R Murmu, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Deepening justice’ (IE, August 2).In a
significant development, the Supreme
Court has ruled that states are constitu-
tionally empowered to make sub-clas-
sifications of Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs) for granting
quotas within the reserved category to
uplift more underprivileged castes. The
court has recognised that SCs are not a
homogenous class. Hence, there cannot
be a one-size-fits-all approach. Over the

decades, the quota system has been
plagued by the paradox — all are equal,
but some are more equal than others.
The creamy layer has made the most of
reservation from one generation to an-
other, even as the weakest sections have
lagged socially and economically. Now,
the states should initiate the “quota
within quota” exercise in arational and
calibrated manner on the basis of a
comprehensive survey. A census has
been long overdue.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

MONSOON MISERY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘When the
clouds gather' (IE, August 2). Every year,
monsoon becomes a harbinger of mis-
ery, mostly for people from the lower
economic strata of our society.
Construction and maintenance (in-
cluding regular cleaning) of stormwa-
ter drains and removal of unauthorised
structures from stormwater passages
are given short shrift by the authorities.
On the other hand, people’s careless-
ness has only made matters worse.
Drains choked with bottles, plastic
bags, garbage and unauthorised occu-
pation of stormwater passages are
manifestations of this. Another issue
that needs the attention of the author-
ities is their overall approach. Instead
of a knee-jerk response, they need to
develop a holistic preemptive ap-
proach. Urban centres are especially
vulnerable. The state and society alike
have to come together and prepare.
Manish Mishra, Bhopal
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SPECIAL TEAM TO PROBE MURDER
LEADER OF IMRAN’S PARTY SHOT DEAD IN LAHORE

A senior leader of jailed former prime minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, Dr
Shahid Saddique Khan, was shot dead in Lahore while he was coming out of a mosque after offering
Friday prayers, police said. Lahore police chief has constituted a special team to probe the incident.

= |0POFTHE . BIDEN SAYSKILLING HAMPERS GAZA CEASEFIRE EFFORTS

Hamas leader Haniyeh buried in Qatar
amid vows of revenge against Israel

WORLD

Imran Khan

PAKISTAN
Imran’s party
vowstoform
grandalliance
againstPML-N

Islamabad: Jailed former
Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan has approved
the formation of a "grand
oppositionalliance" by ex-
panding the existing plat-
form, Tehreek Tahafuz-e-
Ayin-e-Pakistan, toactasa
powerful anti-govern-
ment movement, a senior
party leader has said.
Former National Assembly
speaker Asad Qaiser, who
addressed reporters along-
side the party's secretary-
general Omar Ayub Khan
outside Rawalpindi's
Adiala Jail where the 71-
year-old former cricketer-
turned-politicianislodged
since last August, said that
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has decided to
expand the opposition al-
liance in a meeting with

Imran KhanThursday, Geo
News reported. PTI
NEPAL

PM Oliinducts
three MoSinto
his Cabinet

Kathmandu:  Nepal's
newly-elected Prime
Minister KP Sharma Olion
Friday expanded his coun-
cil of ministers by induct-
ing three ministers of
state. Nepal President
Ram Chandra Paudel on
the recommendation of
Prime Minister Oli ap-
pointed Arun Kumar
Chaudhary, Rupa BK and
PurnaBahadurTamangas
ministers of state.
According to a notice is-
sued by the President's
Office, Chaudhary has
been appointed as minis-
ter of state for Tourism,
Culture and Civil Aviation,
Rupa BK as minister of
state for Forest and
Environment and Tamang
as minister of state for
Energy and Irrigation. PTI

SINGAPORE
Humanrights
lawyer jailed for
string of crimes

Singapore: A former
Indian-origin Singapore
lawyer, M Ravi was sen-
tenced on Friday to 14
weeks'jail and fined SGD
5,500 (USD 4,120) for his
latest string of crimes that
involved pushing or in-
juring strangers and ac-
quaintances - including a
Hindu temple priest in
the city-state. The 55-
year-old disbarred hu-
man rights lawyer was
also ordered to pay SGD
30 as compensation to
one of the victims he had
injured, Channel News
Asia reported. Ravi com-
mitted the offences be-
tween November 2021 to
September 2023.  PTI

IRELAND

Driver held after
crashinginto
PM'sofficegate

London: A driver was ar-
rested early Friday morn-
ing after crashing his van
into gates outside the of-
fices of the Irish prime
minister and several other
government buildings in
Dublin. The gate outside
the attorney general's of-
fice was knocked off its
hinges and there was
damage outside the office
of PM Simon Harris. Police
were also investigating
criminal damage at the
residence of President
Michael Higgins. AP

REUTERS
DUBAICAIRO, AUGUSTS 2

HAMAS TOP leader Ismail
Haniyeh was buried in Qatar on
Friday following his assassination
in the Iranian capital Tehran, and
his possible successor told
mourners his death would only
make the Palestinian militant
group more determined in its
struggle against Israel.

Hamas and Iran have both ac-
cused Israel of carrying out the as-
sassination and have pledged to
retaliate against their foe. Israel
has not claimed responsibility for
the death nor denied it.

Haniyeh was laid torestin a
cemeteryinthe city of Lusail after
a funeral ceremony at the Iman
Mohamed Ibn Abd Al-Wahhab
Mosque in Doha. His coffin,
draped in the Palestinian flag, was
carried in a procession past hun-
dreds of people along with the
casket of his bodyguard, whowas
killed in the same attackin Tehran
on Wednesday. Mourners at the
ceremony included Khaled
Meshaal, who is tipped to be the
new Hamas leader. Other senior
Hamas officials and Qatar's Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani also attended. “...they have
been killing our leaders for over
100years.Whenaleaderascends
(to heaven) another leader
comes," Meshaal said.

Hezbollah said that its senior
military commander Fuad Shukr
had been killed in Beirut and it
vowed a “definite” response.

US President Joe Biden said
Haniyeh’s killing was not help-
ful to international efforts to se-
cure a ceasefire in the war in
Gaza.

People attend the funeral of assassinated Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh at
Imam Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab Mosque in Doha, Qatar, on Friday. Reuters

HALF-MAST SALUTE:
ISRAEL SUMMONS
TURKISH ENVQY

Jerusalem: Israel’s foreign
ministry summoned the
deputy Turkish ambassador
forareprimand on Friday af-
ter Turkey’s embassy in Tel
Aviv lowered its flag to half
mastinresponse tothekilling
of Hamas political leader
Ismail Haniyeh. “Israel will
not tolerate expressions of
mourning foramurderer like
Ismail Haniyeh,” Foreign
Minister Israel Katz said.
Turkish Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Oncu Keceli, re-
sponding to Katz’s remarks
on X, said: “You cannot
achieve peace by killing ne-
gotiators, threatening diplo-
mats.” REUTERS

Airlines avoid Iran, Lebanon airspace,
cancel Israel flights as tension mounts

REUTERS
DUBAI, AUGUST 2

AIRLINES ARE avoiding Iranian
and Lebanese airspace and can-
celling flights to Israel and
Lebanon, as concerns grow over
a possible conflict in the region
after the killing of senior mem-
bers of militant groups Hamas
and Hezbollah this week.
Singapore Airlines stopped
flying through Iranian airspace

Venezuela: Masked
men strike Opp HQs
as govt claims US at
forefront of coup bid

REUTERS
CARACAS, AUGUST 2

AMAJOR Venezuelan opposition
movement Friday said its head-
quarters had been vandalised
amid ongoing tensions over a
disputed presidential election, as
the country's foreign minister
said the US was at the forefront
of what the government calls a
coup attempt.

Vente Venezuela, the move-
ment headed by opposition
leader Maria Corina Machado,
said six unidentified men wear-
ing hoods and carrying guns
overpowered its security guards
overnight, entering its Caracas
headquarters, taking equipment
and vandalising the office.

“We denounce the attacks
and insecurity to which we are
subjected for political reasons,”
the movement said .

Countries around the region
including Brazil, Mexico and
Colombia have called on
Venezuela’s government to re-
lease detailed voting tallies after
the elections board declared
President Nicolas Maduro the
winner of a third term.

The opposition saysits tally of
about 90% of the votes shows
Maduro's opponent and opposi-

A protester throws a gas
canister back at police in
Caracas, Venezuela.

tion candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez received more than
double the support of the incum-
bent president. At least 20 peo-
ple have been killed in post-elec-
tion protests that have gripped
Venezuela since the election.

Venezuela's Foreign Minister
Yvan Gil said on Friday that
Washington was “at the fore-
front of a coup attempt” after the
US State Department a day ear-
lier recognised Gonzalez as the
election’s winner. Gonzalez on
Friday thanked the US in a post
on social media.

On Thursday, Brazil,
Colombia and Mexico, whose
leaders have traditionally been
friendlier with Maduro, called on
Maduro's government to pub-
lish detailed voting tallies.

from early Friday morning.

Taiwan’s EVA Air and China
Airlines also appeared to be
avoiding Iran airspace.

In a bulletin, OPSGROUP, an
organisation that shares flight
risk information, advised traffic
between Asia and Europe to
avoid Iranian and Iraqi airspace,
a day after sources told Reuters
that top Iranian officials will
meet the representatives of
Iran’s regional allies from
Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen to dis-

Protesters back
on Bangladesh
streets seeking

resignation of
Sheikh Hasina

REUTERS
DHAKA, AUGUST 2

AT LEAST 20 people were injured
in clashes and police fired rubber
bullets and tear gas to disperse
crowds as thousands protested in
the Bangladeshi capital and other
parts of the country on Friday, call-
ing on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to resign.

The protesters were demand-
ing justice for the families of the
150 people killed in violence dur-
ing protests last month over a job
quota system. Scores of youths
marched in Dhaka with chants of
“wewantjustice” and waved anti-
government banners. Elsewhere
inthe country, buildingsincluding
adistrict office of the ruling Awami
League party were setablaze, a po-
lice booth was set on fire, and ar-
moured vehicles vandalised dur-
ing demonstrations.

Police said they fired rubber
bullets and tear gas as crowds at-
tacked them in Habibganj, and
lobbed stun grenades to scatter
protesters in the nearby city of
Sylhet. The current unrest is the
biggest test facing Hasina since
deadly protests when she won a
fourth-straight term in January
polls. Student groups led demon-
strationsagainst quotasin govern-
ment jobs, including a 30% reser-
vation for families of veterans of
the 1971 war of independence.

cuss potential retaliation against
Israel.

However, a significant num-
ber of airlines on Friday were still
flying over Iran, including UAE
carriers Etihad, Emirates and
FlyDubai, as well as Qatar
Airways and Turkish Airlines.
Over the past two days, Air India,
Germany's Lufthansa Group, US
carriers United Airlines and
Delta Air, and Italy's ITA Airways
said they had suspended flights
to Tel Aviv.

L
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ADVISORY TO
INDIANS IN ISRAEL

Tel Aviv: The Indian em-
bassy here on Friday ad-
vised all Indian nationals in
Israel to stay vigilant and
adhere to the safety proto-
cols amid the cancellation
of flights by multiple air-
lines as tension escalated in
the region. PTI

BAck FrRoOM RUSSIA

US Presdient Joe Biden and VP Kamala Harris with journalist Alsu Kurmasheva, who was
among 3 US prisoners released by Russia, in Maryland on Friday. The deal involved 24
prisoners — 16 moving from Russia to West and eight sent back to Russia from the West. P11
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‘Convicted felon is
afraid to debate’
Harris campaign
ads target Trump

ke

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

REUTERS
AUGUST 2

THE DEMOCRATIC National
Committee’s newest advertising
campaign, launched on Friday,
targeted Republican rival Donald
Trump for not committing to a
debate with Kamala Harris and
is set to follow him on the cam-
paign trail.

The DNC has purchased large
ads that dominate the digital
homepages of major local news-
papers in states where Trump
plans to campaign in the coming
weeks. The ads say “the con-
victed felon is afraid to debate”
and question whether thatis due
to his stance on abortion.

The first ads are running on
the Atlanta Journal
Constitution's homepage ahead
of Trump's visit to the Georgia
capital on Saturday and the ad
campaign will follow him
through local news outlets at
each rally stop, the DNC said.

Recent polls show a tight
contest between Harris and
Trump, who had enjoyed a big-
ger lead over Biden after the first
debate. In an interview on
Monday, Fox host Laura

UK PM’s new scheme to clamp
down on violent street disorder

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, AUGUST 2

BRITISH PRIME Minister Keir
Starmer has announced a new
scheme that pulls together police
and intelligence resources to
clamp down on violent disorder
on the streets of London amid re-
ports of further protests planned
by far-right groups following the
fatal stabbing of three schoolgirls.

The new National Violent

British
Prime
Minister
Keir
Starmer

Disorder Programme is designed
to stop criminals intent on caus-
ing violence and unrest by bring-
ing together policing capabilities
from across the UK to share intel-
ligence on the activity of mobs for
officials to make swift arrests.

Violent protests included a
mosque being attacked in
Southport - the site of Monday's
stabbings in north-west England,
several police officers injured, ob-
jects hurled and vehicles set on fire
as the unrest spread around the
country to Downing Street.

“It'snota protest.It's notlegit-
imate.It's a crime and violent dis-
order. Anassaulton the rule of law
and the execution of justice,” said
Starmer, after an urgent meeting
with police chiefs Thursday. PTI

NEW LAw AIMED AT MOVING STRAY DOGS TO SHELTERS, AND ALLOWING SOME TO BE EUTHANISED

Turkey aims to cull its stray dogs

SARAHHURTES
ANKARA, AUGUST 2

DOGS HAVE been a prominent
part of Turkish culture for cen-
turies. The Kangal Shepherd breed
is a national treasure featured on
postage stamps, and some strays
have become local celebrities, like
Boji, who earned fame for riding
Istanbul’s public transportation.

But this year, Turkey’s stray
dogs have become a contentious
political issue.

The country’s Parliament
passed a law this week requiring
municipalities to round up stray
dogs and put them into shelters,

and permitting aggressive orill an-
imals to be euthanised. The law
mandates shelter improvements
by 2028 and threatens mayors
with prison time if they don’t en-
force the law.

But critics have expressed fears
that the law may be used to target
political opponents of President
RecepTayyip Erdogan, whoserul-
ing party pushed through the leg-
islation. Some are also concerned
about inadequate, overcrowded
shelters for the country’s stray dog
population — estimated to be
around four million. “The shelter
capacity is insufficient,” said Dr.
Murat Arslan, the president of the
Turkish Veterinary Medical

Criti
-I' . {-E

Critics of the legislation have expressed concern that Turkey’s
animal shelters do not have enough capacity for all the stray
dogs, especially in rural areas. NYT

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Association. All the country’s shel-
ters combined have capacity for
justover 100,000 animals, he said,
and most municipalities have no
shelters atall.

“Currently, 3,000 veterinarians
are employed in municipalities,
but at least 10,000 more are
needed,” Dr. Arslan said, noting
that the new law does not require
hiring additional veterinarians. In
December, Dr. Arslan’s agency pre-
sented its recommendations to
the government. “We provided
our report and explained the
source of the problem,” he said. “I
don’t think they took any of itinto
account.”

President Erdogan cited dogs

attacking people and other ani-
mals, as well as causing traffic ac-
cidents, in pushing for the law.
“Although some people persist-
ently ignore it, Turkey has a stray
dog problem,” he told legislators
last week. President Erdogan’s
Justice and Development Party did
not respond to requests for com-
ment. But critics of the law believe
it is motivated more by politics
than by safety concerns.

“Thelaw s claimed tosolve the
problem of stray animals on the
streets, but it rather seems like a
politicalmove,” said Ahmet Kasim
Han, a professor of politics at
Beykoz University in Istanbul.

President Erdogan’s party suf-

INJULY, HARRIS
RAISED $310 MN
TRUMP $139 MN

Vice President Kamala
Harris’s campaign said it
had raised $310 million dur-
ing the month of July, in-
cluding $200 million in just
seven days after President
Biden dropped out of the
race. The Trump campaign
said that they had collected
$139 million in July, an
enormous sum but well
short of what the Harris
campaign got.

Ingraham repeatedly pressed
Trump on whether he would
commit toa debate. “The answer
is yes, but I can also make a case
for not doing it,” Trump said.

The issue has become arally-
ing cry for Harris. At a campaign
rally on Tuesday, Harris urged
Trump to think again. “I do hope
you'll reconsider. Meet me on
the debate stage ... because as the
saying goes, if you've got some-
thing to say, say it to my face,”
Harris said.

On Friday, Trump said he did-
n't need to debate Harris, be-
cause he was leading in the polls
and voters already knew where
he and his Democratic rival
stood onissues. “Well, I want to,”
Trump said on Fox Business
Network's Mornings with Maria.
“Right now I say, 'Why should I
do a debate?' I'm leading in the
polls, and everybody knows her,
everybody knows me.”

Two cops killed
in terror attack
on convoy of
judges in Pak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PESHAWAR, AUGUST 2

TWO POLICE personnel on secu-
rity duty of judges were killed and
two others injured on Friday
when their convoy was am-
bushed by terroristsin the restive
inKhyber Pakhtunkhwa province
innorthwest Pakistan, police said.

All the three judges remained
safe in the shootout.

The judges' convoy that was
proceeding from Tank district
courts to their homes in Dera
Ismail Khan after duty hours was
under tight security arrange-
ments when armed militants at-
tacked it. “Two policemen were
killed in the line of duty while pro-
tecting the judges in the convoy
from lethal armed attack by the
militants. Two others were in-
jured,” a police official said.

The ambush s continuing be-
tween the police and militantson
Tank- DI Khan road, police said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister of
the province Ali Amin Gandapur
condemned the attack on judges'
vehicles and sought a report.
Expressing his condolences over
the death of two policemen,
Gandapur also called for making
tighter the security cordon for the
judges.The currentattackadds to
the ongoing series of such terror
attacks across the country, but
more so in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

cs say move is about politics

fered significant losses in local
elections in March — its worst
showinginlocal elections sinceits
foundation and amajor setback for
Erdogan, who has dominated
Turkish politics for over two
decades. Han saw the new law as
a way for Erdogan’s government
to push back on local opposition.

“It now seeks to limit the op-
portunities available to opposition
municipalities and mayors, to stop
them from expanding their voter
base,” he said of the president’s
party. The legislation could also
help shore up support among
Erdogan’s base, which has been
hard hit by persistent high infla-
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EXCLUSION FROM FULLY ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

Govt, RBI turn cautious over unrestricted
foreign fund flows into longer term bonds

GEORGE MATHEW &
AANCHAL MAGAZINE
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI,AUGUST 2

OVER A month after India gov-
ernment bonds (IGBs) were in-
cluded in the much-awaited JP
Morgan’s emerging markets
bond indices, the government
and the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) have turned cautious and
excluded long-term government
bonds with 14-year and 30-year
tenors from the Fully Accessible
Route (FAR). The decision was
taken earlier this week amid
speculation about more unre-
stricted inflows by foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) which can
trigger uncertainties and risks in
the future.

As the inclusion of Indian
bonds will be staggered into the
GBI-EM Global Diversified Index
(GBI-EM GD) over 10 months
(starting June 28, 2024, through
March 31, 2025), official sources
don’t rule out more FPI flow into
Indian long-term bonds through
FAR.

The inclusion of government
securities (G-secs) in indices
which will be spread over 10
months, i.e., till March 31, 2025,
is likely to bring nearly $20-25
billion into the country, accord-
ing to various estimates. While
higher inflows will help India
manage its external finances and
boost the foreign exchange re-
serves and the rupee, the
Reserve Bank will have to use the

— BRIEFLY —

Incometaxreturn
filings hit fresh
record of over7 cr

New Delhi: Income tax returns
(ITRs) touched a new record of
over 7.28 crore, 7.5 per cent
higher compared to previous
fiscal, by the July 31 deadline,
the income tax department
said on Friday. The total num-
ber of ITRs for assessment year
2024-25 filed till July 31,2024
is more than 7.28 crore, which
is 7.5 per cent higher than the
total ITRs for AY 2023-24(6.77
crore)filed tillJuly 31,2023, the
department said in a state-
ment. “Out of the total [TRs of
7.28 crore filed for AY 2024-25,
5.27 crore have been filed in
the new tax regime compared
to 2.01 crore ITRs filed in the
old tax regime,” the depart-
ment added. PTI

Apple sees record
revenueinIndiain
Apr-Jun quarter

New Delhi: iPhone maker
Apple has seenrecord revenue
growth in India and over two
dozen countries inthe quarter
ended on June 30, 2024, its
CEO Tim Cook said on Friday.
The company posted a 7.8 per
cent growth in net income to
$21.44billionin the June quar-
ter of 2024. PTI

BHEL bags
demonstration
orderfromNTPC

New Delhi: State-owned BHEL
on Friday said it has secured an
order for methanol firing in a
gas turbine of an NTPC power
project in Kerala. It received
suchanorder for the first time,
BHEL said in a statement. PTI

FM Sitharamanto
address RBIboard
onAugust 10

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is sched-
uled to address the Reserve
Bank of India’s central board
onAugust 10and highlight key
points of the Budget FY25, in-
cluding the fiscal consolidation
roadmap. The post-budget
meeting has been scheduled
for August 10 where the fi-
nance minister will address
the board members and talk
about announcements made
inthe Budget 2024-25, accord-
ing to the sources. PTI

instruments in its armoury to
check the resultant inflationary
pressures.

Government sources said
changes to the FAR route isnota
policy flip flop or a policy to dis-
suade foreign investors. “The
door was ajar till now and any-
one could walk in. Now the sys-
tem that we have put in place is
different in the sense that you
need to just knock and the door
will be opened. All existing secu-
rities are available for FAR. There
has been no policy flip flop. The
only change that has been done
is that new G-secs of 14-year and
30-year tenor have been ex-
cluded from FAR,” an official said.

The official said out of the to-
tal available securities of Rs 41
lakh crore, foreign investment is
around Rs 2 lakh crore. “The
principles of prudential debt
management indicate that this
has to be watched over because
there has been a history of dol-
lar drawdown in some countries

File

during global crises. New (dated)
securities were being issued, so
the step was taken as part of pru-
dent debt management. We are
not dissuading anybody from
coming in. The decision was
taken to prudently manage dol-
lar inflows,” official sources said.

“On a review and in consul-
tation with the government, it
has been decided to exclude all
new securities of 14-year and
30-year tenors from the Fully
Accessible Route. Consequently,
future issuances of Government
Securities in these tenors shall
not be available for investment
under the Fully Accessible
Route,” the RBI said in a notifica-
tion earlier this week.

The FAR route was opened
up in March 2020. This scheme
is supposed to operate along
with the two existing routes --
the Medium Term Framework
(MTF) and the Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR).

The current FPIlimit in long-

term government bonds is Rs
137,984 crore.

NSDL data shows that Rs
5,174 crore came to long-term G-
Secs through the FAR route. This
included Rs 683.70 crore in 7.72
per cent G-secs maturing in
2049, Rs 1,004.48 crore in 7.16
per cent G-secs of 2050 and Rs
3,486.50 crore in 6.67 per cent
G-secs maturing in 2050. This
means nearly Rs 1.32 lakh crore
investment was available for FPIs
before the exclusion.

Considered as hot money, FPI
flows had created fluctuations in
the market in the past. In the cal-
endar year 2024, FPIs had in-
vested Rs 92,696 crore in debt so
far.

While higher inflows will
boost the rupee, inflation s likely
to come under pressure. When
the RBImops up dollars from the
market, it will have to release an
equivalentamount in the rupees,
putting pressure on inflation.

JP Morgan said only G-Secs
designated under the Fully
Accessible Route are index eligi-
ble. As per the index inclusion
criteria, eligible instruments are
required to have notional out-
standing above $1 billion (equiv-
alent) and at least 2.5 years re-
maining maturity. “At the start
of the inclusion on June 28, 2024,
only FAR-designated IGBs with
a maturity date after December
31,2026, will be assessed for el-
igibility,” it said.

Any new index-eligible FAR-
designated IGBs issued during

the phase-in period will also be
included.

What has added to the cau-
tious approach by Indian author-
ities is after JP Morgan,
Bloomberg, in March this year,
announced the inclusion of
Indian governmentbonds in the
Bloomberg Emerging Market
(EM) Local Currency
Government Index and related
indices from January 31, 2025.
Indian FAR bonds will be in-
cluded in the Bloomberg EM
Local Currency Government in-
dices with aninitial weight of 10
per cent of their full market value
on January 31, 2025, Bloomberg
said.

“Foreign players look at the
arbitrage opportunities. India of-
fers higher returns of over 7 per
cent while the returns in the US
are around 5 per cent. Bond in-
clusion can propel more FPIs to
look at India for investment. This
can put pressure oninflation and
delay the possibility of a rate cut
by the Reserve bank of India later
this year,” said a market source.
Many analysts expect the RBI to
bring down interest rates later
this year or early next year.

The government is optimistic
about the economic growth with
the Economic Survey forecasting
a 6.5-7 per cent growth and
stock markets are in the middle
of abull run with the Sensex hit-
ting 82,000 and Nifty piercing
the 25,000 level. India’s foreign
exchange reserves are at a com-
fortable level of $ 670 billion.

Sebi looking to demystify IPO filing
process for faster approval: Chief Buch

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,AUGUST 2

SECURITIES AND ESecurities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) is
looking to simplify the initial pub-
lic offer (IPO) filing process by
bringingin a template-based ‘fill-
in-the-blank’ kind of document
which will help in bringing down
the approval process, its
Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch
said.

The capital markets regulator
is also bringing in an innovative
product which would be a com-
bination of rights issue and pref-
erential allotment of shares, she
said.

“We are trying to bring an in-
novation in the market which we
are calling a demystified IPO doc-
ument as we think too much mys-
tique has been created around
DRHP (draft red herring prospec-
tus)and the whole process of get-
ting listed. It isn’t that complex,”
Buchsaid ata Ficcievent on Friday.

“We, in consultation with in-
dustry and there is a working
group which is working on it, are
creating a template (-based) fill-
in-the-blank IPO document
whichsays you fillin these blanks
and if you find any complexity in
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Sebi Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch. File

fillingituporthereisanifand but,
there is a separate column in
which you can articulate that
complexity,” she added.

DRHP is an initial document
filed with regulatory bodies by a
company looking tolaunchanIPO
orapublicissue. It contains essen-
tial information about the com-
pany’s business, operations, finan-
cial performance, and prospects.

The template-based offer doc-
ument, the Chairperson said, will
be precise. It will be meaningful
as it will contain information im-
portant for an investor to make a
decision, and any variation will be
explained separately, Buch said.

“Itwill smoothen the process-

ing time in Sebiitself. We are hop-
ing that we will be able to bring
down the approval time even
lower than what is there today
and at the same time it will de-
mystify the entire process of filing
and going through a listing
process,” she explained.

The new document will also
make it easier fornew companies
waiting to list.

Buch said the regulator is fo-
cusing on the speedy clearance of
applications filed by companies
forraising capital, especially when
markets are conducive. Sebi is
working on artificial intelligence
(Al)-based processing of IPO doc-
uments. She said so farin 2024, of

the 73 offer documents received
for capital raising, Sebi has issued
observation letters to 65 applica-
tions. Of the 65 applications, doc-
uments of 16 applications were
returned while 4 applications
were withdrawn.

“We could have approved 20
more applications. What camein
the way was that the director of
the merchant banker (to the IPO)
was allotted shares of the com-
pany 2.5 months before the docu-
ments were filed or because a di-
rector of the company which has
applied (for IPO) s already under
investigation by Sebi for fraudina
previous IPO,” she said.

On the combo product of
rightsissue and preferential allot-
ment of shares, Buch said the new
productis going to be transforma-
tional as it would have the best of
the rights issue and the preferen-
tial allotment of shares.

The rights issue is an offer
given by the company toits exist-
ing shareholders to buy additional
shares at a specific date and at a
reduced price. Preferential allot-
ment is the process of allotment
of equity shares toa select group of
investors on a preferential basis at
a predetermined price.
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Is this the right time to invest in
¢old and gold-linked instruments?

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, AUGUST 2

DOMESTIC GOLD prices have
fallen by nearly 5 per cent since
July 23, when Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman lowered the
customs duty on the yellow
metal. While this duty cutled to
a fall in gold prices, it also re-
sulted in a surge in the demand
for the precious metal. With
drop in prices, is the time right
toinvestingold and gold-related
instruments?

Changes announced

In the Union Budget 2024-25,
FM Sitharaman announced a cut
in the customs duty on gold to 6
per cent from 15 per cent earlier.
For taxation of long-term capital
gains (LTCG), it was also pro-
posed that the holding period for
gold be reduced from 36 months
to 24 months. The rate for taxa-
tion of LTCGs on the precious
metal, which was 20 per cent
with indexation earlier, has also
been lowered to 12.5 per cent
without indexation.

Some analysts believe that
the customs duty has been low-
ered to curb gold smuggling,
which has picked up as prices of
the yellow metal peaked in the
recent past.

Duty cut impact

On the day of the Budget,
gold prices fell nearly 5 per cent.
The gold spot price on MCX fell
toRs 69,296 per 10 grams on July
23,compared toRs 72,875 per 10
grams on July 22. Since then,

gold prices have continued to
hover below Rs 70,000 per 10
grams level. The cut in customs
duty was a blessing in disguise
as it brought back the demand
for physical gold.

Outlook on gold prices

According to
Anindya Banerjee,
Senior Vice President
and Head of Research
(Currency, Commodity
& Interest Rates) Kotak
Securities, the gold
prices are likely to move towards
75,000 in the near future due to
the uncertainty around elections
in the US later this year.

“Gold and silver prices may
trade firm for the second half of
2024. The key factor favouring
the upside may be the rate cut
from the US Fed and the weak-
ness in the dollar. The strong eco-
nomic stimulus from China may
also boost investment demand
for gold and silver,” said Tapan

" EXPLAINED

Patel, Fund Manager
(Commodities), Tata Asset
Management.

Geopolitical factors like the
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US elections and Israel - Gaza
conflicts are the additional fac-
tors which may keep risk premi-
ums high in bullion prices. The
longer pause in the US Federal
Reserve policy, stronger dollar
and bond yields may limit the
upside in bullion prices, he said.

-1 Cues for
investors

Market experts be-
@ | lievethatinvestorswho
are looking to invest in
physical gold or orna-
ments, should look at gold-re-
lated instruments such as sover-
eign gold bonds (SGBs) or gold
exchange traded funds (ETF). “If
somebody wants to invest in
gold as an investment class, gold
ETF is a better option than buy-
ing physical gold,” said a gold
market analyst.

In the case of SGBs, customs
duty cuts may dampen demand
for these bonds but it remains an
attractive investment avenue as
investors get a fixed rate of 2.5
per cent per annum, which is
payable semi-annually, on the
purchase value.
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‘Faster approval for FDI from
China can be considered if
it boosts manufacturing’

Tweaks in certain PLIs being deliberated: DPIIT Secretary

WHILE SPEEDING up of ap-
provals for Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) from China
thatisin the interest of domes-
tic manufacturing can be con-
sidered, currently there is no
proposal to amend the Press
Note 3 (PN3), Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) Secretary,
RAJESH KUMAR SINGH said in
aninteraction with RAVIDUTTA
MISHRA.

To curb opportunistic
takeovers of Indian companies
due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
the government had amended
the FDI policy under PN3 in
2020, which meant that the
neighbouring countries, partic-
ularly China, could invest in
India only after the govern-
ment’s approval. Singh also said
that tweaks in some sectoral
production-linked incentive
(PLI) schemes are being consid-
ered. Edited Excerpts:

The Economic Survey
suggests that India should
attract FDI from China and it
is time to change our
approach. Your thoughts?

Given the issues with China,
we are not going to be able to
do a full-scale opening up, but
where the proposals are going
to add value to our manufactur-
ing ecosystem, it can be consid-
ered even under the present
regime, which is basically just
a government route. It is not au-
tomatic. It just goes through the
government. So there’s nothing
which prevents us from, for ex-
ample, getting an Apple vendor
or sub-vendor to come to India
if we feel that it is going to help
improve our localization abil-
ity in that particular area.
There’s no blanket ban even to-
day.

So does this mean that there
will be arelook at PN3?

PN3 as such is not being re-
evaluated right now. But within
the PN3 provisions, whether
that process of approval
through the government
scrutiny route, if that can be
speeded up, can always be
seen.

What would be the way
forward on the requirement
of Chinese technicians?

For the PLI sectors, that has
been sorted out, both for bene-
ficiaries as well as for non-ben-
eficiaries. In those sectors, there
is now a system where we will
provide faster processing for
genuine technicians who are
required to set up machinery,
install and do test runs.

Job creation in high-tech
sectors like mobile phone
manufacturing is lower than
various others. How can PLI
schemes for labour-
intensive sectors be

THE EXPRESS
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WITH

RAJESH KUMAR

SINGH
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT FOR
PROMOTION OF INDUSTRY AND
INTERNAL TRADE (DPIIT)

optimised for job creation?

There is a lot of labour in-
volvement in mobile assembly;,
particularly female labour. So
that’s not exactly true, but yes,
in general, the labour intensity
in mobile phones will probably
not be as high as in traditional
industries like leather, toys, tex-
tiles, etc.

The traditional sectors will
have to grow based on India’s
traditional strengths in those
areas. We have reasonably cost-
effective labour and we have to
combine that with improving
their productivity through
skilling and upskilling and give
them any tariff and non-tariff
support that they require to im-
prove their strength.

PLI is not the only way to
support your industry. There
are other mechanisms such as
rationalisation of duties, up-
skilling, and even the employ-
ment-linked incentive scheme,
the credit guarantee scheme,
general ease of doing business
issues and logistics improve-
ment. All of those can also im-
prove your traditional sector.

So PLI per se might not need
atweak?

Tweaks in some sectors are
being considered but it is a
matter for the cabinet. I can’t
discuss it.

DPIIT had sought a third-
party assessment of various
PLIs, including white goods,
by the Arun Jaitley National
Institute of Financial
Management..

That order has already been
given to them, but it’s a little
early to do it. It is more about
confirming from the benefici-
ary that things are on track.

@DPHTGOI

PLI disbursements in FY24
were not as per the
expectations. Is thata
concern?

A lot of projects are in the
gestation period, particularly in
steel and even automobiles. The
allocations [of funds] are also
very large. But per se, I'm not too
concerned, because the design
of the scheme is such that peo-
ple have to perform first and
then they will get the incen-
tives.

Soin that sense, investment,
sales, exports and employment
are relatively on track. The in-
tention is not to burn cash. It is
to get investments and get
things going, and if they meet
their criteria, then we provide
them with the incentive.

In certain PLIs, the industry
believes that eligibility
conditions are difficult...

Since they are tendered out
based on contract conditions, it
is difficult to keep changing that
(criteria for investments). But
where it is causing hardship or
where the project management
agencies (PMAs) are creating
some purely technical or inter-
pretational issues, those have
been resolved to a great extent.

PMAs have been advised to
facilitate the disbursements and
things will improve. And of
course, in some sectors, like
mobiles, electronics and evenin
food processing, pharma, etc,
disbursements are picking up.
Once companies meet the 50
per cent Domestic Value
Addition (DVA), as many com-
panies have, they are very con-
fident that they will be able to
utilise their entire incentive al-
location, which is almost Rs
25,000 crore.

Once the investments have
come in, and sales have started
in the majority of the sectors,
there is confidence that incen-
tives will also get largely dis-
persed. And evenifit doesn’t get
dispersed, it is a secondary is-
sue. The real issue is whether
the employment, the invest-
ment, the exports, the sales are
happening because sales in par-
ticular, also give you back rev-
enue. So in that sense, the de-
sign of the scheme is such that it
is also self-sustaining.

NCLAT approves Byju’s
settlement with BCCI,
sets aside insolvency plea

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

IN A major relief to edtech firm
Byju’s, the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
on Friday set aside insolvency
proceedings against it over a
cricket sponsorship deal and ap-
proved a Rs 158-crore settle-
ment with the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI).

The NCLAT, however, passed
the order with a caveat that any
failure to make payments on the
dates mentioned in the under-
taking would automatically lead
toarevival of the insolvency pro-
ceedings against Byju’s. The ap-
pellate tribunal also dismissed
the allegation of round-tripping
levelled by Byju’s US-based
lenders, saying they failed to pro-
vide any evidence.

According to legal observers,
if the company fulfils its under-
taking and any dissenting party
is not able to get a stay order
from a higher court, then
founder-CEO Byju Raveendran

THE LEARMKD AP

will effectively be back in control
of the firm.

Welcoming the NCLAT order,
Byju’s said in a statement that it
isa “major victory” for the edtech
firm and its founders. The tribu-
nal said the money was paid by
founder Byju Raveendran’s
brother, Riju Ravindran, through
sales of his shares. According to
the undertaking, Riju Ravindran
made a payment of Rs 50 crore
on July 31 against the outstand-
ing dues owed by Byju’s to the
cricket board. Another Rs 25
crore will be submitted on Friday
and the remaining Rs 83 crore on
August 9 through RTGS.

“In view of the undertaking

given and affidavit, the settle-
ment between the parties (is)
approved and as a result appeal
succeeds and impugned order
(passed by the NCLT) is set
aside,” a two-member Chennai
bench of the NCLAT said in the
open court.

The NCLAT was hearing a pe-
tition filed by Byju’s, challenging
the initiation of insolvency pro-
ceedings against its parent com-
pany, Think & Learn.

Reacting to the verdict, Byju
Raveendran said, “The NCLAT or-
deris not just a legal victory, but
a testament to the heroic efforts
made by our Byju’s family in the
last two years. Our founding
team members have poured
their hearts and souls, not to
mention their entire savings,
into this dream, often at great
personal cost. Every Byju-ite has
demonstrated extraordinary re-
silience, working tirelessly
through unprecedented chal-
lenges. Their collective sacrifice
humbles me, and I am
deeply grateful to each one of
them.” FE
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A Crooked
Horizon

MODERN MASTERS:
SSRAJAMOULI

ok

Director: Raghav Khanna
Streaming on: Netflix

SHUBHRAGUPTA

EVEN THOSE who do not track film news
insistently are aware that RRR turned
SS Rajamouli into a global sensation. In
2022, the film became an unstoppable jug-
gernaut; soon after, Rajamouli was here,
there, everywhere. On stage at film festivals
in Toronto and elsewhere, revelling in ap-
plause in Japanese theatres (yes, Japan, that
most difficult market where Rajini has ruled
for years), throwing his hands up in joy at
the Naatu Naatu Oscar win, with the song’s
jubilant composer MM Keeravani and other
close family and cast in attendance: it was
RRR and SSR all the way.

Glimpses from this triumphant tour is
what we get most of in Modern Masters, pro-
duced by Applause Entertainment and the
newly minted Film Companion Studios, and
directed by Raghav Khanna. There are ex-
tensive interviews, conducted by veteran
film journalist Anupama Chopra, with the
director and his inner circle, his stars
(Prabhas, Ram Charan, Jr NTR, Rana
Daggubati) and such admiring compatriots
as Karan Johar, as well as James Cameron,
who all have good things to say about the
man, his method, and his ‘madness’.

Labelling a working director as a ‘mod-
ern master’ basically sets the tone of this 74-
minute documentary, which is mostly lauda-
tory. It precludes the inclusion of pinpricks:
a potentially tricky question is raised on a
critical reading of RRR (and there were sev-
eral, in addition to the generally appreciative
ones), but there is no interrogation of
Rajamouli beyond a rambling answer.

Having said that, expecting anything
more so in a film like this one — which s ba-
sically a celebration of one of the biggest
Indian filmmakers who has made a signifi-
cant dent in the West, in terms of box office
numbers and awareness — is pointless.

The parts where the film introduces us
to his ‘nearest and dearest’, who are also the
people he works with, are the best. His wife
(and constant colleague) Rama’s comment,
about him being as manic about organising
a holiday, is smile-inducing. The fact that he
is also a competent actor comes throughin
some BTS, as well as how ‘anal’ he can be
about the tiniest details, even if it concerns
a bit actor in the back row.

What I wanted more of are the detailsin
his filmography that aren’t as well known.
There is mention of his first stab at the kind
of mytho-magical-fantasy world he created
in the 2009 Magadheera — a precursor to
both Bahubali and its staggering scale — as
well as his madly entertaining 2012 Eega (if
you haven’t seen this revenge-of-the-fly-
saga, now is the time to look forit), but a lit-
tle more detail about these two films, the
ones which got him into the eye of Indian
cinephiles, would have been a valuable ad-
dition to this documentary.

Finally, how did a filmmaker who works
in the Telugu industry, with its specific con-
straints, leapfrog over all else, and become
a pan-Indian director, with Bahubali, part
one and two? A deeper analysis would have
been useful to set him in the context of the
industry he works in, as well as how the
mega success of RRR will impact India’s cin-
ematic standing in the world.

Gone with the Wind

AURON MEIN KAHAN DUM THA %%

Director: Neeraj Pandey
Cast: Ajay Devgn, Tabu, Jimmy Sheirgill, Shantanu Maheshwari, Saiee Manijrekar

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THE]JOY of watching seasoned warhorses Ajay
Devgn and Tabu in a star-crossed romance is
undercut by the movie’s mothballed treat-
ment: instead of being fresh, it feels dated, a
vehicle unworthy of its star pair. Auron Mein
Kahan Dum Tha is a clunky title for a film
which should have been anything but. Devgn
and Tabu are amongst that rare breed in Hindi
mainstream cinema which combines star-
dom and terrific actorly qualities, but even the
best actors need to be used well.

The love story of Krishna and Vasudha,
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Caught in a Web

ULAJH » %
Director: Sudhanshu Saria Cast: Janhvi Kapoor, Roshan Mathew, Gulshan Devaiah, Adil Hussain, Rajesh Tailang, Meiyang Chang, Rajendra Gupta, Alyy Khan, Jitendra Joshi, Rushad Rana

SHUBHRAGUPTA

I WENT in looking forward to Ulajh: what
could be better than a film headlined by a
hard-working new-gen actor who finally
seemed to have got a role matching herin-
telligence, with support from a solid, di-
verse cast? Sadly, this spy thriller, set mostly
in the chilly environs of London, turned out
to be a damp squib.

The film opens with the ambitious
young diplomat Suhana Bhatia (Janhvi
Kapoor)winning a losing battle in a neigh-
bouring country with a dodgy move. The
justification, that it was in the best interests

of India, is placed above all else, establishing
Suhana’s smarts and ability to think on her
feet. A promotion and a prestigious over-
seas posting make this IFS blue-blood — dad
Dhanraj (Adil Hussain) is a service legend
— someone who will blaze a career trail.

In quick succession, she meets with her
avuncular chauffeur-cum-factotum
(Rajesh Tailang), a suave senior (Alyy Khan),
a couple of carping juniors (Roshan
Mathew, Meiyang Chang), and a dishy chef
(Gulshan Devaiah) who whips up delicious
food on-the-go.

And then comes the sledgehammer: an
indiscretion makes her a soft target for the
ISI (where there are patriotic Indians, can

Here, There, Everywhere

TRAP %%

Director: M Night Shyamalan
Cast: Josh Hartnett, Ariel Donoghue, Saleka Shyamalan, Alison Pill

SHALINILANGER

EVEN IN an arena full of 20,000-plus
screaming pre-teens and teenage girls, and
those accompanying them, there isno one
quite like Cooper (Hartnett). Where others
rush, he prowls. Where others queue for
food, he watches an oil container bubble.
Where others glance, he watches every...
thing... closely... paying particular atten-
tion to exit routes, fire alarms, CCTV cam-
eras, and security.

Given that Cooper aka The Butcheristhe
subject of an FBI manhunt, which has every
inch of this arena covered in the hope of
catching him, he sure acts suspiciously. Even
his daughter Riley (Donoghue) can’t help but
notice how fidgety, distracted he is.

You would imagine that if a crowded,
hyper-excited arena is the FBI's best shot at
getting a serial killer, who has left at least
12 people butchered without leaving many
clues, they would pay more attention to the
CCTV screens trained to catch precisely
such discrepancies.

played by Shantanu Maheshwari and Saiee
Manjrekar in their younger, carefree chawl-
residing days, and Devgn and Tabu in their
present-day avatars, had the potential to be
a thing of passion and beauty. But the exi-
gencies of a plot which strays from the chief
thrust, with a couple of accidental killings
and a prolonged jail angle, never lets the film
bloom into an aching prem kahani.

Part of the problem is that you never

Put that aside.

For, despite all the incongruity of the sit-
uation, this part of Trap, M Night Shyamalan’s
latest writer-director venture, is its best.
Courtesy Hartnett’s remarkable perform-
ance, suggesting barely contained menace
through every twitch of his facial muscle, al-
ternating that with being this loving dad who
knows all about his daughter’s girl troubles at
school and who entertains her every indul-
gence, we are set up to expect the unex-
pected every second.

What has brought the two to the arenais
aconcert by aTaylor Swiftish sensation called
Lady Raven (Saleka). Shyamalan’s other
daughter (not the one behind the too-recent
The Watchers), Saleka is a singer apart from
getting to do other things courtesy of her sur-
name. And, to her credit, her performance as
a sellout singer, crooning songs she wrote
herself, is great. The pyrotechnics of such a
concert, the magnetism of the stage, the hys-
teria of girl fans, and the buzzing business
around it all, are well captured. So much so
thatitisaletdown sometimes as the camera
swings around to Cooper and his mind at

the dastardly Pakistani secret service be
far?), suspicion around her grows, and the
noose tightens. Over in Pakistan, a peacenik
premier (Rushad Rana) is on his way to
India. Will things go off smoothly, or will it
be a disaster? Are Suhana’s increasingly
desperate compatriots clean or dirty? Will
she be able to break free?

The spy genre is a well-trodden path,
but there’s always space for a slick flick with
characters who make you believe in their
twisted convictions and questionable ac-
tions. Here, believability is sacrificed for
contrivances and staginess. How does
Suhana, whom the script awards with
sharp instincts right from the get-go, fall

work to escape this trap set out for him, de-
signed by a fabled FBI ‘profiler’ (the most
striking thing about her is her grey hair,
which holds a special meaning for Cooper).

Inmany ways, Trap is quite different from
a Shyamalan — and many a serial killer —
film, in revealing right at the beginning that
Cooper is the man everyone is looking for.
Right at this moment, he has a man he is
priming for killing in some basement, whom
he tracks on his mobile phone.

That is a good thing in the case of
Shyamalan, whose films have lately seemed

quite believe that the very expressive
Maheshwari, with his floppy hair and slight
build, is the kind who can decimate anyone
who comes in the way of his one true love
(Manjrekar, effective). Whispering sweet

nothings, sure, but taking on ruffians single-
handed, uh-huh.

Their tripping about on the stair-cases of

their chawl, the exchanges of kindling
glances, the breaking of the dahi-handi with

a note from the beloved, all feel sweetly
retro, but then the flashbacks start getting
weighed under the background music,
which tells us exactly how to feel at every
step. Nothing ages a movie as much as this
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for the oldest trick in the book? Why are
her interactions with the one she hero-
worships written with such stiffness? How
does an antagonistic colleague flip over to
the other side in the space of a heartbeat?

It's even more disappointing because
here’s a fine ensemble left to fumble
through an amateurish plot-line. The trou-
ble that Hindi films with heroines leading
from the front is visible in the way Kapoor
is planted front and centre, even when her
character should have known better: step-
ping aside and letting the experts do their
job.Whenyour lead is upped at the expense
of the other characters, who feel underwrit-
ten, then you've underserved the film.

like a bag of unwieldy, overstuffed tricks.

However, then comes the second half,
and from the impressively taut setting of
the concertarena, the film goes here, there
and everywhere. A lot of that everywhere
features Saleka, for no good reason at all
and exposing her acting inadequacies. We
never get to know the real Cooper in any
serious sense, which would be interesting
given his successful double life,and yet the
film drags and drags.

Shyamalan the writer lets down
Shyamalan the director again.

device: could someone please get rid of it,
or atleastlearn how to useitas inserts? Also,
everything looks like a set: how, even in
2024, can you make shadowy lanes leading
to a chawl look so made-up?

It’s nice to see Devgn step aside from his
Singham mode, even if he gets to bash some
baddies: how else does he justify being
called a ‘hero’? It’s even nicer to see him with
Tabu: the two starred in the blockbuster
Vijaypath, their first big outing, and have
been paired several times successfully since.
Jimmy Sheirgill comes on as a third wheel,
and he really doesn’t have much to do, even
though he owns the film’s best line.

Auron.. tries to be the kind of ‘mature’ ro-
mance that Bollywood rarely attempts, but
I'm not sure whether it has the courage or
conviction, or the tools, to make its own ver-
sion of a bitter-sweet Bridges of Madison
County. This one kept me waiting for those
blow-your-socks-off moments both the
leads are capable of rustling up so effortlessly.
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STREAMING
WATCH
LIST

SLEEPING DOGS

LIONSGATE PLAY

ROY FREEMAN (Russell Crowe)is a
retired detective in this gripping tale
of deceit and lies which seems to be
inspired by Memento. Freeman, who
suffers from memory loss, takes on
the case of amurder from a decade
ago. As the puzzle pieces fall into
place and secrets unveil, Roy is
forced to confront his forgotten past.

AGOODGIRL’S GUIDE
TOMURDER

NETFLIX

EMMA MYERS appears as the smart
and single-minded Pip Fitz-Amobi
in this series, based on Holly
Jackson’s successful YA mystery
novel of the same name. The six-
episode season, adapted by Poppy
Cogan and directed by Dolly Wells,
follows 17-year-old Pip as she inves-
tigates the murder of a high school
student killed five years earlier.

BATMAN: CAPED
CRUSADER

PRIME VIDEO

AFTER A series of explosions rock
Gotham city, Batman, in this ani-
mated series, finds himself in the
middle of a turf war between rival
crime bosses Rupert Thorne and
the Penguin. Meanwhile,
Commissioner Gordon and his
daughter Barbara look for ways to
fix Gotham’s corrupt criminals.

KINGDOM OF THE

PLANET APES
DISNEY+HOTSTAR

DIRECTOR WES Ball breathes life
into the franchise set several genera-
tions in the future following Caesar’s
reign, in which apes are the domi-
nant species and humans have been
reduced to living in the shadows. As
anew tyrannical ape leader builds
his empire, one young ape under-
takes a journey that will cause him
to question all that he has known.

GHOSTBUSTERS:
FROZEN EMPIRE

NETFLIX

THE SPENGLER family returns to the
New York City firehouse to team up
with the original Ghostbusters,
who've developed a top-secretlab to
take busting ghosts to the next level.
But when the discovery of an an-
cient artifact unleashes an army of
ghosts that casts a death chill,
Ghostbusters (new and old) must
join forces to save the world.
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The general publicis informed
that “I POONAM D/O RAM LAL
JANGID R/O RZG-69, RAJ
NAGAR-II, PALAM COLONY,
DELHI-110045” inthe name
“POONAM JANGID” writtenin
my passportrecord. | wantto
getitcorrectedin place of
“POONAM?” which is mentioned
inall my documents like
Aadhar Card, PAN Card and No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
issued by my employer’s
department. 0070916231-1

| Anupama W/o Jitender
Chaudhary, Addrs-15A,shastri
colony,old Faridabad,Kheri
kalan(113),Faridabad Haryana-
121002, Changed My Name to
Anupma Chaudhary

0040741672-3

Itis for general informationl|,
MANI MARWAH ALIAS MANI
ARORA D/O LATE SH. DEVKI
NANDAN EX. WIFE OF SH.
CHIRAG MARWAH R/0O H.NO.
231,3RD FLOOR, KOHAT
ENCLAVE, NEAR SANATAN
DHARAM MANDIR, PITAMPURA,
SARASWATIVIHAR,NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110034
declare thatl got divorce from
my Ex. husband SH. CHIRAG
MARWAMH vide court decree
HMA No. 2309/2023 dated
28.08.2023. Further I re-married
to SH. KARAN SHARMA S/0
AMITABH SHARMA on
16.11.2023 vide marriage
certificate no.90730000193989.
Henceforth | have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as MANI SHARMA for all
purposes in future.

0070916208-1

I,Yogender Kumar Shrma,S/o
ShriBhikari Lal Sharma,R/0-
A7/1004,KLJ Height,Sector-15,
Bahadurgarh,
Distt.Jhajjar(Haryana),have
changed my name to Yoginder
Kumar Sharma. 0040741672-2

I,Vimmi Kataria,D/O Hans
Raj,R/0 A-45, Majlis Park,Delhi-
110033,have changed my minor
Daughter’s name Laibato
Laiba Kataria. 0040741666-2

I,Shemran S/0 Ram Saran
Singh,R/0 H.N0-1165,Sector-
16,Faridabad Haryana-
121002,Have Changed my
name to Shiv Kumar.

0040741588-3

I,SATENDRA KUMAR, S/O
KISHAN LAL, R/O
AURANGABAD, RISTAL,
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201003,have changed my name
to SATENDRA KUMAR KASANA.

0040741671-2

I,RITU BAJWAN W/O MUKESH
KUMARR/O D-158,GEETA
ENCLAVE, UTTAM-NAGAR,
DELHI-110059.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TORITU FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040741666-3

LRITIKA ARORA,W/0 ASHWANI
KUMAR,R/0O A-20, ASHOK
NAGAR,NEAR HOLY CHILD
SCHOOL, GHAZIABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-201001,have
changed my name to RITIKA
PASSI. 0040741671-1

I,RAVIABEGAM W/0O MOHD
HAKIM R/0O D-1/443,
J.J.COLONY, BALASWA
DAIRY,LIBASPUR,DELHI-
110042.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RABIA KHATUN.

0040741673-1

I,Nivriti D/O Manoj Kumar,
H.No.-210,RPS Colony
Khanapur,VTC: Dr.Ambedkar-
Nagar ,Delhi-110062,Changed
My Name,From Nivriti To Nivriti
Gautam,for all,future purposes

0040741588-1

I,Nitin Gupta,S/0-Ashok
Gupta,R/0-Wz-91,1st-floor,
NeemriVillage,Shastri
Nagar,New Delhi-110052,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from Shravya Gupta to
Shravyaa Gupta,for all future
purposes. 0040741671-3

I,Mukhtar Ahmad Saifi,S/0
Mohd Ibrahim R/o H.No.B-
267,B-Block,Gali No-04,Shri
Ram Colony,Rajiv Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have changed my name
to MUKHTAR AHMAD.
Permanently. 0040741588-4

I,MOHD TAUKIR ALAM,S/0-
Mr.MOHIBUL HAQUE,R/0-D-
96/8D,FIRST FLOOR,LEFT
SIDE,GOSIYA MASJID, SHAHEEN
BAGH,ABDUL FAZAL,ENCLAVE
PART-1I,JAMIA NAGAR,OKHLA,
NEW DELHI-110025, INFORM
THAT MD TAUKIR ALAM and
MOHD TAUKIR ALAM,BOTH
NAMES ARE SAME PERSON.My
CORRECT NAME MOHD TAUKIR
ALAM,FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0040741671-6

l,Jahnavi D/O Manoj Kumar, H
NO.-210, RPS Colony Khanapur,
VTC: Dr.Ambedkar Nagar
,Delhi-110062,Changed My
Name,From Jahnavi To Jahnavi
Gautam,For all,future
purposes. 0040741588-2

I,Harjit Kaur Bedi W/o Surinder
Singh Bedi,R/0 N-216,Greater
Kailash-1,Delhi-110048 Have
Changed My Name to Harjit
Bedi For Future. 0040741673-3

I, RUMI PATOWARY D/O
DURGESHWAR PATOWARY
R/0,Flat-No.405, Birdhouse,
House-No0.320A, Block-A,
South-City-1, Gurugram,
Haryana-122001 & permanent-
address Survey Chandan-
Nagar, By-Lane-3,
Guwahati,Beltola, Kamrup-
Metro, Assam-781028,have
changed my name to ELSIE
KASHYAP. 0040741652-2

I, RAJINDER KUMARS/O LATE
BHAGWAN DASS R/0 1242/84,
UG FLOOR, SHANTINAGAR, TRI
NAGAR, DELHI-110035 HAVE
LOST MY ORIGINAL SALE DEED
VIDE 1293/87,UG FLOOR
REGISTRY PAPER’S. FINDER
CONTACT-7011176832

0070916201-1

I,Dipty Nareshkumar Jain,W/o
Nevaid Aggarwal R/o-
26,vandana Apartment, | P
Extension,Delhi-110092 Have
Changed My Name To Dipty
Naresh Jain. 0040741673-2

I,Balvinder Saini S/o-Harpal
Singh R/0-A-44, GaliNo.16,
Sanjay Nagar, Mahindra
Park,Delhi-110033 have
changed my nameto
Balwinder Singh permanently.

0040741671-4

I,Anup Kumar@ Anup Kumar
Sarkar solemnly affirm both
names belong to same person
i.e.myselfS/o0.T.P.Sarkar R/0-28-
F,Nivedita-Enclave A-
6.Paschim Vihar,Delhi-110063.

0040741672-4

l,Ajaibir Singh S/o Harcharan
Singh,R/0 C-18,New Police
Line,Kingsway Way Camp,
Delhi-110009,have changed my
name to Ajaibir Singh Sirohi.
0040741666-4

I, Anup Kumar Tripathi, S/o Shri
Sachidanand Tripathi, R/o Flat
No.F/UH-1420, Urban Homes,
Shahpur Bamheta, NH-24,
Ghaziabad- 201002, Uttar
Pradesh, have
changed/corrected my name,
from Anup Tripathi to Anup
Kumar Tripathi for all purposes
in future. 0040741650-1

I, Anup Kumar Tripathi, F/O
Avika Tripathi, R/o Flat No.
F/UH-1420,Urban Homes,
Shahpur Bamheta, NH-24,
Ghaziabad- 201002, Uttar
Pradesh, hereby
change/correct name of my
daughter, from Avika to Avika
Tripathi for all purposesin
future. 0040741638-1

ILASTHA GUPTA,W/0 ASHISH
GUPTA,R/O D-71,PREER-
VIHAR,NEAR-METRO ANAND
HOSPITAL,EAST-DELHI, DELHI-
110092,have changed the name
of my minor son ADAMYA
GUPTA aged-14-Years and he
shall hereafter be known as
AVYUKT GUPTA. 0040741673-4

I have changed my name from
(Old Name) Tigari Halder to
(New name) Tagari Biswas in
my Aadhaar Card. In future |
will be known as (New name)
Tagari Biswas. Tagari Biswas,
W/0-Rabin Biswas, Residence-
Dakshin Para, Gazna, Dist-
North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal. 0020479316-1

| Tanpreet Kaur Deo W/0 Simran
Singh R/0,B-3/13, First-Floor,
Rajouri Garden, Delhi-
110027,have changed my name
to Tanpreet Kaur for all
purposes. 0040741652-1

I, Tarlochan Singh S/o Dalip
Singh R/0 WZ-168, Plot No-379,
Chand Nagar, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Trilochan Singh

0040741624-1

I, Shayam Kumar S/o Ram
Pravesh Gupta R/o Mehtrla
Mohalla Bijwasan, South West,
Delhi-110061 have changed my
name to Radheyshyam Gupta
for all future purposes

0070916206-1

I, Shailender MishraS/o
Narendra Kumar Misra R/o Flat
No. G-704, Jaipuria Sunrise
Greens, 12-A, Ahinsa Khand,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 have changed
my name from Shailender
Misrato Shailender Mishra for
all future purposes.

0040741602-1

I, Sachin Kumar S/0O Rajpal
Singh, R/0 24A, Janta Vihar
Colony, Nagafgarh, South West
Delhi-110043, I have changed
the name of my minor Son Sam
aged about 13 Years and He
shall hereafter be known as
Satyam Nara 0070916227-1

I, Ruby W/0 Niteswar Mishra
R/0,RZC-1/14, Ambica-Enclave,
Nihal Vihar, Nangloi, West
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name to Rajsi Mishra.

0040741666-5

I, Suresh Chand S/0 Lakhami
R/0 Makn No-68, Milk Lachchhi
Sector-62 Baidpura, Gautam
Buddha Nagar Uttar Pradesh-
203207 has changed my name
from SURESH CHAND To
SURESH for all future Purposes.

0070916200-1

ISAHAB KALIM S/0 Mohammad
kalimuddin R/0 12-A prasadi
mohalla khanpur dhani new
usmanpur north east delhi-
110053 have changed my name
toShahab kalim 0070916207-1

I Pardeep S/o Sohan Singh R/o
32-8,North Avenue Road,
Punjabi Bagh West, Punjabi
Bagh, West Delhi, Delhi-110028,
have changed my nameto
Pardeep Sethi 0070916215-1

| PARAMEL KALATHIL GOKUL
DASSS/0 O.P.NAIRR/0 J-13A/5,
Near Budh Vihar, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi-110092, have changed my
name to P K GOKULDAS.
0040741652-3

I Jitender S/o Baljit Singh Addrs-
15a,shastri colony,old
Faridabad,Kheri kalan
(113),Faridabad Haryana
121002, Changed My Name to
Jitender Chaudhary

0040741673-6

I Jitender Chaudhary Addrs-
15A, shastri colony,old
Faridabad,Kheri
kalan(113),Faridabad Haryana
121002, changed my minor
child name Harsh to Harsh
Chaudhary 0040741673-5

I Deepanshu S/o0 Punai Sahu R/o0
A-83, A-Block, Near Rajdhani
Public School, Vikas Nagar,
Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059 have changed my name
to Deepanshu Sahu forall
purposes. 0040741579-1

I Debasis Sahu S/0, Aswini
Kumar Sahoo R/0 At/po: Upper
Telenga Bazar, Cuttack,
Odisha-753009 have changed
my name to Debasis Sahoo.

0040741589-1

I, Niranjan Kumar Singh S/0
Maharaj Narain Singh, R/o RZ-
19B/266, M- Block, near Shiv
Mandir, West Sagar pur, South
West Delhi-110046, | have
changed the name of my minor
Son Anishwar Kumar Singh
aged about 2 Years and He
shall hereafter be known as
ShauryaSingh 0070916226-1

I, NEELA DEVIW/0O NO.2639631
RANKHAV LATE DEEP CHAND
R/0 109, UJWA, SAMAS PUR
KHALSA, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110073 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAMETO LILA VIDE
AFFIDAVIT DATE 2.8.24 BEFORE
DELHI. MY ACTUALDOBIS
10.01.1941. 0070916198-1

I, Md Amir Ansari S/0 Abul
Hasan, R/o Tikuliya, Bishanpur
Bazar, Bishunpur Sunder,
Kumarkhand, Madhepura,
Bihar-852112, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Md Amir.

0070916228-1

I, Meenakshi Kapoor W/o Mohit
DudejaR/0 242/11,Shivpuri,
Gurgaon (Haryana)-122001,
have changed my nameto
Meenakshi Dudeja.

0040741672-1

I Anuradha Aggarwal W/o
Sh.Rajat Aggarwal R/o Pocket-
D6/356, Sector-6, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 is also known as
Anuradha Bansal. Both names
are ofone and the same
person. 0040741579-2

Itis for general information that
I,HARNAM SINGH GULERIA,S/0-
Kanshi Ram Guleria,R/0-Near-
Ayurvedic, Dispensary,
V.P.O.Rissa,Rissa.(307),Rissa,
Mandi, Sarkaghat,Himachal
Pradesh-175024,declare that
name of my minor son has
beenwrongly written as
KARANVEER, aged-15 years 8-
months in his school record.
The actual name of minor son
is KARANVIR, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040741671-11

I, Manish Sharma, S/0.M.M
Sharma,House no.92, Inder
Enclave, Paschim-Vihar, New
Delhi-110087,have changed my
name to Manish Kumar
Sharma,for all Purposes.

0040741666-1

I, Khushi Aggarwal D/o Sanjeev
Kumar Aggarwal R/o0 89, Ward-
3,Hassanpur, Palwal, HR-
121107, & Permanent residence
Moh Kanoon Goyan, Jewar, UP-
203135, having misspelled
name Khushi Aggrawal in my
passport and declare my
correct name as Khushi
Aggarwal for all purposes.

0070916205-1

I, GNagraj,R/0 F-121,FF, Mangol
Puri,A-Block,Delhi-110083,have
changed my minor son’s name
from Hari Vishnu alias N Hari
Vishnu Chettiar to Hari Vishnu.

0040741666-11

I,Sunil Kumar S/o Shiv Dutt
Gupta,R/0 B-2/209,New
Kondli,Delhi-110096, inform
thatinmyson's school records
my name is wrongly written as
Sunil Gupta instead of Sunil
Kumar.Thatin future | will be
known as Sunil Kumar for all
purposes. 0040741727

LOST & FOUND

I, Anshuman Rai,S/o late J.P
Rai,R/0,A-11,Chhattarpur
Delhi-110074,has Misplaced my
Original Allotment-Letter &
Original Share-Certificate of
Flat no.A-703 ,aboveFlatin
Priyadarshini Apartments
plot.no.17 Patparganj IP-
Extension Delhi-110092,the
sameis not Traceable by my
best Efforts. Finder contact-
9818301015 0040741666-12

I Vasu Dev S/0 Sh.Ram Lal R/o A-
14, Gali No.3, Rashid Market,
Delhi-110051 have lost my
uncrossed photocopies of
Agreement Deed and Payment
Receipt executed in the month
of May 1974 by Smt. Shakuntla
Kumari in favour of Smt. Rekha
Devi W.R.T. Plot No.14, Rashid
Market, Delhi-110051. Finders
may contact at above address.

0040741579-3

I, Deepak Prasad S/o Rama Dhar
Prasad R/o0 C-4/135,Second
Floor, Sector-5, Rohini, Rohini,
North West Delhi-110085, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Khushi aged 14
years to Khushi Kumari forever

0070916214-1

I, Charu Rawat D/O Sunil Rawat,
R/0 HNo- 141, Block - H,
Sourabh Vihar, Jaitpur,
Badarpur, South Delhi-110044.
Declare that Name of Mine &
My Father and My Mother has
been wrongly written as Charu,
Sunil Kumar And Neema in my
10 Class Certificate. The actual
name of Mine & My Father and
My Mother are Charu Rawat,
Sunil Rawat And Neema Rawat,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070916224-1

I, Anil Kapoor S/o Mohan Lal R/o0
42/10,Ashok Nagar, Tilak
Nagar,Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Anil
Kumar. 0040741671-5

I, GIRRAJDHARAN GUPTA S/O
GOVIND RAM GUPTA R/O A-117,
PRASHANTVIHAR, SECTOR-14,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085 HAVE
LOST MY PROPERTY’s
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS i.e.
ALLOTMENT LETTER, AND DDA
POSSESSION LETTERIN
RESPECT OF PROP. NO.A-
117,PRASHANT VIHAR,SECTOR-
14, ROHINI, DELHI-110085, AN
FIRHAS BEEN LODGED
LR.N0:1970884/2024
DT.26.07.2024 FINDER MAY
CONTACT-9811510377

0040741673-7

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Sweety Sahni W/o Sh.
Ajay Sahni R/o 2/1, Second
Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar,
New Delhi -110060 have
lost my Original Mutation
Letter of DDA Plot No.
1704, Pocket A-1, Sector-34,
Rohini, Delhi. Finders may
contact at Mobile No.
9560740723. Misuse of
these documents is illegal.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the Public at large that Flat Unit
No. 604, Floor 6th, Tower-E, ATS Meadows,
Dwarka Expressway, Gurugram was booked in
the name of Late Mr. Bhabani Shankar Banerjee
S/o Late Biswanath Banerjee and Mrs. Shipra
Banerjee D/o Late Bhabani Shankar Banerjee.
Mr. Bhabani Shankar Banerjee expired on

24.11.2020. Regarding Mentioning the Name of

Mrs. Shipra Banerjee, who is also Co-allottee of

this property is being noted as Primary allottee in

ATS Meadows Private Limited records in respect

of captioned unit. If anybody has any objection to

this, he or she may approach ATS Meadows

Private Limited within 21 days of publication of

this notice at address: ATS Tower, Plot No. 16,

2nd Floor Sector-135, Noida-201305, Ph: 91-120-
7111500.

Sd/-

Suresh Kumar (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/3617/2009

O/o- 26/48, DSIDC Complex, Pkt.-2,

Mayur Vihar, Delhi-110091

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public at large that my

Client Shri Jyoti Prasad S/o. Shri Ram

Prasad have cut off their family relations

and have disowned his son Shri Jatin and

his daughter in law Smt. Radha and his

grand daughter Ms. Kavya from their

movable / immovable properties due to

their disobedient and quarrelsome nature

and interfering in the peaceful life of my

client and my client will not/is not/ shall not

be responsible for any act/ liabilities of Shri

Jatin and daughter in law Smt. Radha in
any manner.

Sd/-

AJEET KUMAR SINGH

Advocate

B-61, Lawyer’s Chamber,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that our client
Pt. Trilok Chand Sharma and Smt. Vidya
Devi R/o House no. 52/74, A-8, Gali no. 25,
Nai Basti, Anand Parbat, New Delhi-
110005 is disowning their son Sh. Laxmi
Kant S/o Sh. Pt. Trilok Chand Sharma and
Smt. Suman W/o Sh. Laxmi Kant, both
R/0-52/74 D, Gali no. 22, Nai Basti, Anand
Parbat, New Delhi-110005, from all their
movable & immovable properties because
of their ill deals and conduct. Our clients
have ouster them from their property and
life by way of present publication as at this
stage of life our clients want to live
peacefully; therefore, our clients are
severing all their relationships with their
aforesaid son and daughter-in-law. If
anybody is dealing with them, they shall be
doing it at their own risk, liability and
consequences, and our clients shall not be
liable for their act or omission.
Sd/-
Roop Narain (Advocate)
Ch. No. 320, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify that M/s Accurate Freight
Carriers Private Limited has applied to
avail loan Facility from AU small finance
Bank against the Land measuring 7739.54
Sq. Mtrs. Comprised in khasra Nos.
49//18/2min, 14/1, 13 and 8/2, situated in
the revenue estate of village Alawalpur,
District Rewari, Haryana.
Earlier this property was owned by Parveen
Kumar son of Sh. Narayan Singh vide deed
No. 540 dated 07.06.2017, registered in the
office of S.R. Dharuhera.
The above mentioned deed No. 540 dated
07.06.2017 has been lost.
If any concern, Bank, or anyone having any
claim, objection to the above transaction,
including deed No. 540 dated 07.06.2017
and mortgage of the said property with
Bank, He/ She may kindly contact to me
within 7 days, failing which no claim will
be entertain later and AUSFB will disburse
the loan.
Sd/-
Amit Kumar
Advocate
114, Deep Plaza,
Opp. District Court, Gurugram, HR.
9540286055

[Be il &neswn (hal our cienl, Nidhl
Saana, Wio Shishir Migam, Residant
of Kottingham, United Kingdom had
inshitufed @ suit dor padifion and
randifon of Accounts beering Mo, 3
| (05} 4662024 Sad "Hidhi Samana Vs
Vinry Shukla and Ors” befora Hon'ble
Hagh Court Of Defhi
ITnE Aoin'ble High Court has vide ordar
{Daled 30.052024 and 05.06.2034
|diracted o mainten Stabus-Ous a= o
lithe and possaston af praparty
barng Flal ko C-25, Vijay Mangal
Ersclang, Delhe-31001 T
Be it ko thal any persen dasling
wiekh aibowa proparly shall be doing =0 a8
| Ui s 1K, COSL conSaoUencas and
in viclation of Hon'le High Cours
|Crder Dated 30.05.2024 and
(05062024 and would be liable for
apprapriate contempt proceadings.

K. Datta & Assopiates [Adwczlas)

2210, LEF. Saddanung Develooment Area,
N Dl 110010

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Chander Dev S/o Late
Sh. Tribhuvan Prasad and Smt. Usha
Devi W/o Sh. Chander Dev, both R/o
D-149, S-1, Pappan Kalan, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075 have disowned/
debarred their elder son Sh. Sushil
Kumar and his wife Smt. Bhawna and
their younger son Sh. Sunil Kumar and
his wife Smt. Diksha from all their
movable and immovable
properties/assets and have severed all
relations with them by all means.
Furthermore, my clients shall not be
responsible/ liable for any dealings
whatsoever, done with the above
debarred/disowned persons.

Sd/-
MANVANTRA SINGH REKHI
Advocate
ENR. No. D-4776/2019
OFFICE: 17/24, Subhash Nagar,
New Delhi-110027

PUBLIC NOTICE
Puiic nplaoe 19 i5aued on bangdt of
my client MOHINDER KALR Wio
Lale Shi Mohinder Siegh. Ehe
lourcfiasad 3 FlElrlll.'II'l ol Lower
Growrd FloorBasemant measunng
approximatsly 1500 sg. f supar
area of Propery Mo DD-35, Nehiu
Enclava, Kalkaji, Mew Dalbd-110018
folot of land measuwing 56T sg. pds
fram Shni Suresh Kumar Anand Sio
Sh. M.L. Anand, Shr Sodhir Kwmar
Chiatrath S/oLate S0 5.5, Chatrath
and 5h. Subhesh Gupls Sio Shri
AR Gupia, wde Agreament to Sall
dated Tth March, 2001 and othar
ralgvant documanis executad inhar
favour dufy registared in the office
af the Sub-Ragesirar, Mew Dalhi.She
IS 5068 OwWner and In l:"-'!'_-'-&lEE':
possession of e above said porfion
|-:|f tha said progery. Sha has bean
lastimisplaced all original
dotimants such as Agresment fo
Sel pnd General Poeer of Atlomey
as well as complela chain
docuements of the abowve said
propedy #d onlme FIR bas been
ragsiered regarding 1he Same. I
ary olher persons or financial
nsbbubords, s als, Easihayvs
army clam by way of llens, Mofzage
mberitance, frusd or o any ofhar
mannar whalsosyar in raspect of the
Zaid portion of the sad properdy may
send lheir claimis alangwith
Inecessary decurmamany proal o he
undersigned within 13 days from
dale kereal af oflice | B-16, Nehru
Enclawe, Kalkajl, Mew Dalbi-1100 19,
atherstzs their clamds shall be
desamad o be waned and iy e
shall procesed lor all purpoess.

(SANYOGITA), Advocale
Dialil Hlﬂh Court, New Dealhl

PUBLIC NOTICE

By it known that my client Smt. Madhu
Sadana Wife of Shri Rajeev Sadana,
Resident of B- 4/107, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi, is intending to purchase the
A-57, Meera Bagh, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110087, from Smt. Pramila Sood
Wife of Shri Raj Kumar Sood,
(hereinafter called the sellers), That the
said Seller has represented that the above
mentioned property is free from all sorts
of  encumbrances (registered or
un-registered) including but not limited to
prior sale, gift, mortgage, charges, lien,
claims, disputes etc. Any other person(s)
having any claim against, into or upon the
said property or any part thereof,
howsoever and of whatsoever nature is
hereby required to notify the same in
writing  along  with  supporting
documentary evidence to the undersigned
within 15 (Fifteen) days, from the date of]
publication of this notice, failing which
my client shall conduct the sale and any
claim and/or objection if any shall be
considered or waived and abandoned and
shall not be binding upon my client.

PUNEET CHUGH (Advocate)
Enrolment No. D-989/04
Resi./Office: House No. A-2/141,
Second Floor, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110063

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public at large is hereby notified that
my client Naresh Gupta s/o Lt. Sh. RK.
Gupta R/o C-38, Gali No.4, Mahendru
Enclave, Delhi, intend to purchase Entire
Upper Ground Floor alongwith Stilt Parking
of Prop. No. BQ-113, Area 126 sq.mtrs,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 from the
Owner Sh. Rajiv Solanki s/o Lt. Sh. R.S.

G, 2] punjab national bank

Bre prarin pos can BANK upeai

SECURITY DEPARTMENT,
ZONAL OFFICE: DELHI, 2nd FLOOR,
BHIKAJI CAMA PLACE, NEW DELHI

Email: zodelsec@pnb.co.in

Solanki R/o GH-232, Windsor Park, 5,
Vaibhav Khand, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
U.P. and the owner also declare that the
Original ~ Allotment-Cum-Demand Letter,
Possession Letter, site Possession slip,
Sanction Letter, Sanction Plan, Form C&D
of the above said property has been lost/
misplaced and are not traceable. A FIR has
been lodged vide LR No0.1005542/2-23
dated 11.10.2023.

That Sh. Rajiv Solanki being absolute owner
of the above said property hereby undertakes
that the above said property is free from all
sorts of encumbrances, including but not
limited to prior sale, gift, mortgage, charges,
lien, claims, disputes etc.

That if anybody has any claim, right,
title, interest or lien over the above said
property may file such claim/objection
to the undersigned within a period of 15
days otherwise it will be presumed that the
said property shall be free from all sorts of
encumbrances, charge and/or lien failing
which, Sh. Naresh Gupta will proceed with
the purchase of the said property and no
claim whatsoever shall be entertained in
future regarding the said property.

KANHAIYA AGGARWAL (Advocate)
(M): 9810041930
Office at: RU-352, Pitampura, Delhi

EMPANELMENT NOTICE
Punjab National Bank, Zonal Office, Delhi
invites open empanelment application and
rate registration for TENDER FOR
EMPANELMENT OFSYSTEM
INTEGRATORS (Sls) & RATE
REGISTRATION FOR SUPPLY,
INSTALLATION, TESTING,
COMMISSIONING (SITC) &
MAINTENANCE OF CCTV SYSTEM AT
BANKS BRANCHES/ OFFICES UNDER
ZONAL OFFICE DELHI
Full details for e-tender are available on our
website www.pnbindia.in. and Any
corrigendum/ clarification in respect of this
Advertisement shall be released only at
Bank's website https://pnbindia.in  which
may be visited regularly.
Last date of submission of empanelment
application: 19/08/2024 at 12:00 PM
Asstt General Manager
Security Department-Z0 Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SHRI DEEPAK GULATI IS THE OWNER OF
GROUND FLOOR WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS OF
FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING NO. 105, IN
BLOCK-B, POCKET-3, SECTOR-16, AREA
MEASURING 60 SQ. MTRS. SITUATED IN THE
LAYOUT PLAN OF ROHINI RESIDENTIAL
SCHEME, DELHI-110089. & IN THIS PROPERTY

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

SMT. DARSHNA VERMA EXPIRED & SHRI
DEEPAK GULATI DOES NOT POSSESS THE SMC
& DEATH CERTIFICATES.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN

THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD

INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE

UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA

Advocate

Enrl. No. D-446/2002

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,

INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

UJVIN

LTD.

v/ j H.O.: 'UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135 - 2763808, Fax 0135-2T63508
CIN No. : L40101UR20015GCH26888, Website : www.ujvnl.com

Letter No. 680 Short Torm e-TENDER NOTICE Dated 02.08.2024

Office of the Executive Engineer PCM Dhalipur, Dehradun  invites
online bids from interested parties. Bref summary of the tender is given
below:

E- Tender Mo :04/EEPCM/Dhalipur! 2024-25

Mame of work | Construcbon of Transformer Foundation & Rall Line
Laying work at Dhalipur Fower House Switch-Yard, Dhalipur, Dehradun
Estimated value of Tender: Rs. 39,76, 460.00 (excluding GST)

Cata & Time of availability of bid document on website From 1700 Hrs of
03.08.2024

Last Date & Time for submission of tender : Upto 1700 Hrs 17.08 2024
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal

“http:/fuktenders.gov.in” Executive Engineer

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed thal one
Male person (depicted in the photo) name
unknown, residence and family is unknown
age about 45-50 years was found dead at In
Front Of Shop No. 4089-90, Nai Sadak,
Chawri Bazar, Delhi on 31.07.2024 at 9:34
am. In this regard a DD No. 24A, Dated
31.07.2024 has been lodged at PS Hauz
Qazi, Delhi. The dead body has been
preserved MAMC Mortuary, Delhitor 72 hours
foridentification.

His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: about 45-50 yrs., Height: 5' 6" fl., Complexion:
Shallow, Details of Injury: Old Injury on Head, Identification Mark:
Mole on Hand, Wearing: White Colour Shirt and Blue Pant

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased may
kindly inform  fo the undersigned on the following address or
telephone numbers:-

SHO

PS: Hauz Qazi, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23210414
Mob.: 8750870425
DP/10227/CDf2024

Website:http://cbi.nic.in

E-mail: cic@chi.gov.in

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641
Fax MNo.: 011-24368639

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Imran, Sl/o: Mohd. Unish Rfo: J.11830
Jahangirpun, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 198/2019, Uls 323,341
IPC, P.5.: Mahendra. Park, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused person(s) Imran cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
person(z) Imran has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person(sjlmran of FIR No.
198/2019, Ufs 323,341 IPC, P.5.: Mahendra. Park, Delhiis
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complainton or before 12.09.2024. B

y Order

Smt. Niharika Kumar Sharma
Ld. ACMM (North), Room No. 117,
Rohini Court, Delhi

DPMA0164/NWIZ024
(Court Matter)

PCM-Dhalipur, Dehradun
“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me thal accused
person namely Jai Prakash S/o Hari Ram R/o H.No.JB-6/185,
Welcome, Delhi have committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence under FIR. No. 489/20 U/S 33/53/M116
EX. Act., has been registered at P.S. Welcome Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said, Jai Prakash cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Jai Prakash has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Jai
Prakash of under FIR. No. 489/20 U/S 33/53/116 EX. Act,,
registered at PS., Welcome, Delhi s required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
12.09.2024. By Order

Aridaman Singh Cheema MM-03,

DP/10035/NE /2024

Shahdara Room No. 19, KKD Courd, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sukhwinder @Sukha, S/o Khajan Singh, Rlo
B-427, Jahangir Puri, Delhi has committed {oris suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 404/2020, Ufs
25/54/59 A. Act, registered at P.5.: Mahendra Park, North West
District, Delhi and the warrant has been returned writing upon it
that the said accused Sukhwinder @Sukha cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown o my satisfaction that the said
accused Sukhwinder @Sukha has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation 15 heresby made that the said Sukhwinder
@Sukha accused FIR No. 404/2020, U/s 25/54/59 A. Act,
registered at P.S.: Mahendra Park, North West District, Dethiis
required to appear before this court to answer the said

complainton or before 06.09.2024.
P By Order

Ms. Niharika Kumar Sharma, Ld.
ACMM (N) Room No. 117
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/M0173/NW/2024
{Court Matter)

PROGLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Azharuddin, Slo: Sh. Asruddin, Rlo: H.No. 729/2, Ilird Floor,
Jogabai Extn., Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi has committed {or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in Ct, Case No. 4745/2019,
Ws 138 NI Act, P.5.: Kotla Mubarakpur, Delhi and it has been
returned to-a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Azharuddin cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Azharuddin has absconded (or is

concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Azharuddin accused
of Ct. Case No. 4745/2019, U/s 138 NI Act, P.5.: Kotla
Mubarakpur, Delhi s required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint on or before 05.10.2024.
By Order
Sh. Abhitesh Kumar
DP/10179/SD/2024 Metropolitan Magistrate-01 (NI ACT)
{Court Matter) Saket Court, New Delhi

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that this Boy
idepicted in the photo) namely Rajkumar Sfo
Late Ram Kunwar Rio Jhuggi No. 418, DDU
Camp, Road No. 77, West Punjabi Bagh, Delhi
has bean missingkidnapped from the area of RS
Punjabi Bagh, Delhi since 18.07.2024 at 10:30 PM.
In this-regard a FIR No. 393724, Uls 137(2) BNS,
Dated 19.07.2024 has been registered at
P53 Punjabi Bagh, West Distt., Delhi. Sincera
efforts have been made by local police to trace out
this person but no clue has come to light so far
Her physical description is asunder:-

Sex: Male, Age: 153 years, Height: 4" 10" ft., Complexion: Fair, Face:
Long, Built: Average, Wearing: Yellow colour T-Shirt and blue colour
lower and red colour slippers infeet,

Any person Is having Information or clue about this missing' kidnapped
person may kindly inform to the following address and telephone
numbers:= SHO

Website: http://cbi.nic.in PS: Punjabi Bagh, Delhi
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph.: 011-25225616
acp-aks-dli@delhipolice.gov.in Mob.: 8750871124
Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 9555915852

Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/10115/WD/2024

RAJKUMAR

Email: adv.puneetchugh@yahoo.com

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
person (1) Amit @ Sabri, Sfo: Shaanti Swarcop, Rlo H. No. A-
104, DDA Flats, Jahangirpuri, Delhi (2) Aftab, 3/o: Javed Bari
R/o Peer Baba ki Majaar, Near Gate No-5, Azadpur Mandi, Delhi,
has committed {oris suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No. 278/2024 Dt. 28.05.2024, U/s 376/328/ 120B/506 IPC,
P.5. Mahendra Park, North West Distt., Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused (1) Amit @ Sabri (2) Aftab cannot be found, and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused (1) Amit @ Sabri (2) Aftab have absconded (or is
concealing themself to avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that (1) Amit @ Sabri (2) Aftab the
said accused of FIR No. 278/2024 Dt. 28.05.2024, U/s 376/328/
120B/506 IPC, P.S. Mahendra Park, North West Distt., Delhi
are required to appear before this court to answer the said
CﬂmpEEIII'IE onar bE‘fﬂ e 1 Qﬂg -2“24. E,!' I]ﬂfﬂr
Ms. Niharika Kumar Sharma
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate (North),
Room No.-117, Rohini Gourt, Delhi

DPAD19/NW/2024
(Court Matter)

L = B cEAncHrorMiSSNG
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON [ SERCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that this
woman (depicted in the pholo) Namely:
Manshi Bajaj, Wio. Aman, Rlo: 3365,
Chaitanya Goria Math, Paharganj, Delhi has
been kidnapped/Missing from her home since
24.07.2024. In this regard a missing report
case vide DD No.66 A dated 28.07.2024 has
been registered at PS - Paharganj, Delhi.

Her Physical description is as under:-

Sex: Female, Age: 27 Years, Height: 5’ 3", Complexion: Wheatish,
Face: Long, ldentification Mark: Tatioo on Chest Right side.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police o trace out the missing

woman but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone having any
information about this person please inform undersigned.

Manshi Bajaj

SHO
PS - Paharganj
Ph. : 011-23524746, 011-23520787,

DP/10152/CD/2024 8750870427, 9968550005

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that
one Female Namely: Reshama Khatoon
W/io Prakash and Anjal Dfe Prakash Age 1
Years 8 Months Rlo Kh. No. 1236 Block-b
Malikpur Kohi Alias Rangpuri New Delhi,
Sex: Female, Age: 22 Year, Height: 5',
Complexion: Fair, Face: Round Built:
Medium, Wearing: White Suit and
Chappal. has been missing since
27.07.2024 from Kh. MNo. 1236 Block-b
Malikpur Kohi Alias Rangpuri New Delhi,
from the Jurisdiction of Vasant Kunj South,
Reshama Khatoon new Delhi. In this regard DD Ne. 91A

Date: 27.07.2024 has been registered al
P.S.; Vasant Kunj South, New Delhi. Sincere efforts have been
made by local police to trace out the Missing Female but no clue has
come to light so far. Ifanyone have any information about this Missing
Female. Please inform to the following.

Website : hitp://icbi.nic.in SHO
E-Mail ID: cic@ebi.gov.in P.5.: Vasant Kunj South,
Fax: 011-24368639 New Delhi

Phone: 9015720777

DP/10076/SW/2024

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

years of age whose name: unknown,
residence, and family is unknown has |
found dead in front of APHO Building, 1GI
Airport, New Delhi on 22.07.2024. In this
regard, an information has been registered
vide DD No. 64A Dated 22.07.2024, P.S.
IGI Airport, New Delhi. Sincere efforis
have been made by the local police to identify the deceased
person, but no clue has come to light so far,

The description of the UIDB is as under:

Sex: Male, Age: 40-45 Years, Height: 57", Complexion:
Fair, Wearing: Dark Grey Shirt, Identification: Mole over
front neck.If anyone has any information about his relatives,
kindly inform the SHO/ |Gl Airport, New Delhi.
E-mail : cic@chi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641

Fax : 011-24368639
DPMRaTeNGIARD24

Unknown

SHO
PS, IGI Airport, New Delhi
Tel. No. 011-25652325,9205463815
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
JAMMU & KASHMIR
3 August 1994

Shaheed Lance On 3 August 1994, an up convoy
Naik traveling from Jammu to
a Jagdish Prasad  grinagar was ambushed by
S F S ; 1::’); %;;I s:g%;ro militants between Khannabal
112 BN and Bijbehara on the Jammu
Srinagar highway. Despite the
attack, the convoy continued

moving to pass the ambush, with convoy protection returning

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

— i NOTICE INVITING OPEN-E-TENDER DATED 31.07.2024

Cn behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Lid,, Senior Regional Engineer,
Ratnagiri is inviting Open E-Tenders for the following work. Sr No. 1: Name
of Work: Through deep screening of tracks under AEN/Chiplun: section.
(Tender No.: KR-RMN-W-2024-36). Estimated cost: T 143,97,286/- EMD:
T 2,22,000/- Last date and time of depositing of tender online: 23/08/2024
upia 15:00 hrs.

Sr Mo. 2: Mame of Work: Deep screening and sleeper replacement in Tike
tunnel Km 211/573- Km 212/500 under SSE/Ratnagiri zection. (Tender No.:
KR-RMN-W-2024-32). Estimated cost ¥ 51,00,550/- EMD: ¥ 1,02,000/-Last
date and time of depositing of tender online: 23/08/2024 upto 15:00 hrs.

For further details, contact office of Regional Railway Manager, Offica, MIDC
area, Mirjole, Batnagin. (Web site: hitps://www.lreps.gow.in)

= =
'DIEAST CENTRAL RAILWAY &
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Senior Divisional Elecirical Enginesr,
East Ceniral Railway, Samastipur for and on
behalf of the President of Union of India
invites Tender from competent and
axpanancad Contractors hawing technical
expertiss, financial sofvency through E-
Tendening mode of IREPS web portal of
Indian Railway for execution of the fallowing
works. Tender No. & Date : EL-TRD-10-24-
25(Open).

1. ‘Name of the work wih it [ocabion &
completion period : Power supply
arrangement in NKE-RXL by separate
leeder from RALTSS. and prowision of
[ackaling of mast o avosd haiting of mast in
33 goods siding. 2. Apprax. Cost of Weork
274.61,108.04, 3. Earmest money :
214920000, 4. Date & Time for closing
and opening of tender ; Date of Closing of e-

‘j NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Notice of Invitation Tender
Divigional Raiway Managear, NW. Ry
Bikamer for and on behalf of President of
India invites sealed opan tander for the
following works on the date shown as
below. Tender No, ! S&T-BKMN-ET-
2687R Name of Work with its Location :
Prosesion of OFC as redundant media in
longer biock. section to improve the
refigbility of BPAC over BEM division
Approx, Costol Work : 7382423832 Bid
Securlty Amount (in Rs.) 51990000
Date & Time for submisslon of Tender &
opening of tander : Up to 1500 Hrs. of
23.08.2024 Website from Which
camplete Tender details can be soen &
download iwww.ireps.gov.in

B92-CRI24

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

PROVISION OF SOLAR POWER PLANT

Tender MNotice MNo. DRMIRJT/E-
Tender/Z017-2018/03 (EL) DL27-07-

(£3] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY €24
Letter No:-DRM/C/AGRA/PARKING /E-AUCTION/2024 Dated:-31.07.2024

E-AUCTION NOTICE

On Behall of the Prasident of India, The Sr. Divislonal Commaercial
Manager-North Caniral Rallway-Agra invites E-Auction as per
categories given as under:-

Category : Parking | Auction Catalogue No. : PARKING-2024-04

Asset Details: Agra canii Railway Station, Circulaling Area- Cycla, Scooler
& Moter cycle Parking.

E-Auction Start Date and Time: Date:- 16.08.2024 Time:- 11:30

E-Auction End Date and Time: Date:- 16.08.2024 Time:- 1200

Note:-Prospective bidders are requested to visit E-Auction Leasing Module
on IREPS website (www.ireps.gov.in), The Lot-wise details are a-.laﬂahlu

therein under the above rnant-una-dﬂa plogue Mumber,

H' Morih cantral rall WiyE . T T T et | I|||1|_I-||I.!I|:J.I..L'i|g-. gov.in i CPRONCR

E-AUCTION LEASING FOR PARCEL SPACE

E-Auction contract for leasing of SLR's and VP, Description; Parcel Space
in SLR Coach (Elnr.]il.‘l compartmant), Rate Unit: Par Trip Licensing Fea

fire, surprising the militants. During the exchange, a stray tender at 12.00 hours on 21.08.2024. Date e
) ) _ 2024. Tender No. DRM-RJT-EL-2024-
bullet struck LNk Jagdish Prasad, who succumbed to his of apening of 8-tender from 12.30 NOUTS ON| | ap25.49 (1) Name of Work: Rajkot Auction Catalogue No. SLR-Leasing-044
in]uries and attalned martyrdom‘ Ei%gi:tmﬁﬁ Eﬁs?;mmp:;lllgilaar;é1:§|ﬁ' Division; |I:'Fl:l'|.'i‘:'|il:ll'l of roof o =solar mm' Lﬂw 1‘“‘
pawer plant at various siation. AAM | 05893-SLR-F2-RNY-RPAN-23-1 (P -SLH 730 |
NORTHERN RAILWAY ?:; tender can be seen . hifpiwwwirspg.govin| | (1) Approx. Cost: ¥ 76537 677 85/ = : = L = JI |
fi775] NORTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LIMITED TENDER NOTICE dritniabotsay | | DRM (Elect) OfficalTROISP (ili) Earnest Money: T 532700/ AA/2 | D5862-SLR-F1-DKGN-RNY-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) | 730 |
CIN No.U40109TG2000SGC034119 Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system. Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer {GS)/ | [{iv) Tender Closing Date time: on 26- AA3 | D5B01-SLR-F2-NBQ-GHY-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
Tender Notice Principal Chief Materials Manager. Northern Raitway, New Delni-110001, for and on ECR/Samastipur| |28-2024 up o 15-.:I:|I:I Hours. WM"'?“_“ 'fﬁi,.‘; Eéhﬁ-{-ﬂh—-lﬁ? -HEE;*JFHJ'!’:EE:‘IHF:H IL-J':S"L_E-" ' .;35...
'I'\;IGNPfDCL is intends to Purchase the Materials through e-Procurement platform from the EE;::;_E:_ mgﬁilrlaui:?:;flfn::dﬁl invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for PRIB18/SPJEGENIT/24-25/36 E:an‘;';\r ?élgzﬁ'ilcaﬁlw'-:;;irt::n E:illl::; ANS | 05893-SLR.F1-RNY-RPAN-231 ':F‘ = : SLR:I 0
t . i = . ' - i L 11 g =
Ssgéjifizz(iatl}l;ir?\lo.: C_GMIP&MMISTN-’!O1 to STN-120/2024-25 and OT-51 to OT-70/2024-25 Fathi Cnmpﬂu nd, HE||I-c|:|t-3E|} 001, Wah - [ i j ;
B S e Dok o Exarics, oS | 5. |Tender Brief Description Qty. |Closing site particulars: www.ireps.gov.in ;1 AAE | 15895-SLR-F1-RNY-MZS-22-3 (Parcel-SLR) 730
II?owfnlrct)r::\dindg ?f_lTen_dirs throtugthn;L:ne e-Procure[nentdstarts frtom 0:.?8.2024 at 11.00AM |No. Mo, Date Like us on “ facehan -..l:..-rn"a'n'esh:rnﬁlj AAST 15813-SLR-F1-DKGM-MZ5-22-3 (Parcal-SLR) T30 |
or turtner detalls visit www.tender.telangana.gov.in and www.tgnpdci.com r F
o Obtaimie Dol Koy vieHt wnrar et e gnp | 01 [ 022417864 | ALUMINILM EXTENSION LADDER 11.2 MTRS| 473 NOS |26.08.24 AAB | 15827 SLR.F1-RNY-NTSK.22.2 (Parcel SLR) 218 |
Phone N0.9490610271 Mail Id: cgmpmm@tsnpdcl.in | 02| 02241158 |SCROLL COMPRESSOR THREE PHASE. 367NOS [27.08.24 PINJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED i
DIPR R.0.N0:297-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25 Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER (P&MM) ||| 415 V. 50HZ (Reid OFF: PSER Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147 001} AAMD | 15008-SLR-F1-NHLN-TSK-22-2 (Parcel-5LR) odt
03 | 02240068 [HERMETICALLY SEALED COMPRESSOR | 806 NOS [27.08.24 Camavite Fdsailty Narabir: OPRL0SCONTIR L
?—$ NORTHERN RAILWAY | gcﬂrg-LL ITCH"HI;'E. 3 PHASE, 415V, 50 HZ %i', S et 11:1. k.?.:l.!.'.” WL H: :]:.I.J' ol AATE [ttt el Ioatr i SN ) LA
Fre ol Indicative Notification 04 | 092430328 [ENAMEL SYNTHETIC, EXTERIOR, 27055 LTR[20.08, 24 Mauhbile ! AAMT | 05861-SLR-F1-RNY-DKGN-22-2 (Farcel-SLR) 730
- FINISHING, WHITE ' l
. — I-_-T ml r l-u N q-l‘~‘ul=' 1'} ‘h‘lP‘lr‘lr l"'HB fated 01.08.24 AAM2 | 05861-SLR-R1-RNY-DKGMN-22-3 (Parcal-SLR) 730
In terms of Railway Board's letters no.2018/Trans CelliS&T/||| 05 |02241756A |CONDENSER FAN MOTOR 0.75KW /1.0HP | 866 NOS [04.02.24 e oo — Bhiocriz i AA13 | 15967 SLR-F1-RNY.LEDO-22.2 (ParcelSLR >
Contractual Staff dated 25.10.2018 and no. 2021/W-I/Genl./Gati| || o0& | 192408804 [SET OF LASYRINTH RING AND BEARING COVER | 206 SET |11.09,24 Dy, Chiel Engmeer’ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGESTP, Roopnagar . : Tilffd 5 —e<-< {Farcel ) il
Shakti pt (e-3397961) dated 20.02.2023, it has been decided to||[ o7 | 12241208 [CONNECTING ROD WITH CRANK SHAFT | 103NQS [23.09.24 ||  |mvifes B-Tender ID No. 2024 POWER 124801 1 for Replacement of damagged AATT4 | C5862-SLR-R1-DKCN-RN'Y-22-2 (Parcel SLR) | 730 |
Re-engage the retired J5/35/JAG officers of Signal & Telecom (L |ASsEMBLY | ] Rubber Lapging Sheel of Pulleys of Conveyor belt system of Coal Handling AAMS | 05804-SLR-F2-RPAN-RNY-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
Deptt. on Re-engagement basis. Note: 1). Vendors may ;I:lttll'm- IREPS website i.g. WHW, 1[Elps gow.in for % Plant, GGSS TP, Rupoagar, AA/1E | 15818-SLR-F1-NHLN-SKHV-22-1 (Parcel-SLR) —
i detsils. 2. No Manual affer will be enbertained, For defailed NIT & lender Specification please refer fto : -
Total-01 Consultancy Position Tender Notice No. 39/2024-2025 Dated: 02/08/2024 : hipssleproc,puniib.gov.in from dated D2.08.24/01:00 PM cnwards, AAMT | 15816-SLR-F1-DKGN-GHY-22-3 (Parcel-5LR) 730 |
S%T DEF:;;ILH‘DEIIIIGT.] DFJE{EE%L‘I:]A{QGEAI T SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE e Noter Corrigendum & addendum, ([ any will be published online o AAME | 22411-5LR-F1-NHLN-ANVT-22-2 (Parcel-5LK) 209
1. Date of Walk-in Interview : 20.08. . (Tuesday) hitpas/eproc.punjab. gov. in e o : ;
2. Address for Walk-in Interview: CAOIC Office/K.Gate W . R AR |8 L o e INE I S T Sraet- S v niill
Officer has to come at the venue alongwith three sets of their (A Govl. of Maharashtra underiaking) AA21 | 05B62-5LR-F2-DKGN-RNY-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
application, Bio-data including place of posting, work experience Opp. Bandra Aeclamation Bus Depot, K.C. Marg, Bandra (W), HIMACHAL Pﬁfggﬁi ﬂﬂﬁanﬁl‘:ﬁmﬁ:}r BOARD LTD. ALIZZ | 15805-SLR-F2-ANY-MZ5-22-3 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
Awards & D&Arecords. Mumbai ~400 050, Maharashtra State, INDIA. - = : 1
BAS 15813- -R1-DKGN-MZ5-22-3 (Parcel-SLR T30
i ined:| | MSRDC Tel.: 022-26517813 Website - www.msrdc.in “Press Tender Notice” (E-Tendering Mode Only) 23 13-5LR-R1-DKGN-MZS5-22-3 (Parcel-5LR) | 73
i, FIONL WHBHS: SPRNNSALON  POVEL (6, He - arleneC, E-mail 1D : sksurvase@msrdc - i - AA24 | D5801-SLR-F1-NBQ-GHY-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730
From Northern Railway website www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in E-TEII:I 5 "a'fr:"'hnpi:;}%; h:tlgl'l dartatensi Online Tenders are hereby invited for the following work: vl B A e i :
5. Eligibility Criteria: 1. Candidate should be a retired person CIN No. U45200MH 1996560101586 Tender Description of Material AA/25 | 05894-SLR-F1-RPAN-RNY-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
from the post of JS/SS/JAG officer of S&T deptt. & age less than E-TENDER NOTICE Specification No., AA/26 | 05893-SLR-R1-RNY-RPAN-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730
65 years. He/she will be Re-engaged only after required medical S , - §8D-535/2024 | Design, Engineering, Manufacturing, Supply, Testing of| || AA/27 | 15867-SLR-R1-RNY-LEDO-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 312 |
fitness. Online digitally signed offers il invited by MSROC for the work of | | rqinmant, Delivery, Storage at Site, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of AA28 | 15895-SLR-R1-RNY-MZ5-22-3 (Parcel-SLR) [ 730 |
2. The below mentioned seli-attested documents must be| | Gonsultancy Services (Authority’s Engineer) for Hindu Hrudaysamrat | |equipment along with other allied works & Civil works on turnkey basis for| |t s o en e e e oot
p g / AAI29 | 15813-SLR-F2-DKGN-MZS-22-2(Parcel-SLR) 730
enclosed alongwith original application Balasaheb Thackarey Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg, | |construction of 01 No. 220 kV Transiormer Bay and 01 No. 66 kV Transformer d
1) 2 Passport sized photograph Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) Ray at 220/66 KV, 5/5tn. Upperla Nangal in Himachal Pradesh, AA/3D | D5861-8LR-F2-RNY-DKGN-22-3 (Parcel-SLR) 730
2) Date of birth proof {High-School/Equivalent) » The detailed tender notice can be viewed on 03.08.2024 and tender | |SSD-536/2024  Design, Manufacture, Testing at Manufacturer's works and AAI31 | 05801-SLR-R1-NBQ-GHY-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730 |
3) Copy of Aadhaar & PAN Card document can be viewed/downloaded through e-tendering portal, | |delivery at FO.R. destination stations of 198 kKV-10 KA, 120 kV-10 kA, 60 kV-10 AASA2 | 15827-SLR-R1-RNY-NTSK-24-1 (Parcel-SLR) 52
4) Photocopy of PPO of retired officer hitps://mahatenders.gov.in from 03.08.2024, KA, JORV-10 kA, 18 KV-10 KA, B kV-5 kA & 9 kV-10 kA Surge Arrester (Polymeric Auction Start Date & Time: 11.30 hrs. of 16-08-2024 Auction
5) Service Certificate (Got at the time of retirement) « Right to accept or reject any or all the offers without assigning any Housing) for various Sub-Stations in Himachal Pradesh, Close Date & Time: 17.10 hrs. of 16-08-2024
Website : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in Issued by reason whatsoever is reserved with MSRDC. The dates of sale, receipt and opening of Tenders are mentioned In the detailed Auction Catalogue No. VP-Leasing-07 -
Assistant Personnel Officer/C g
) . . - Motice Inviting Tendars which can be downloaded free of cost from the website
2360/2024 For Chief Administrative Officer/Const, Vice Chairman & Managing Director hIIpS'thpten?iers gov.in I;nr ather dstais on e-ilendering please contact i pad N TV = w o
Serving Customers With A Smile M.5.R.D.C. (Ltd.) Mumbal I'-.inhullila.lmn. 70180 -‘501'&.3_ S T AAST | 15611-15612-VP-1-RNY-SCL-24-1 (Farcel-Parcel Van) | 826 |
(Er. KK. Bhardwal),| | o ction Start Date & Time: 11.00 hrs. of 17-08-2024. Auction

Superintending Engineer (Design],
Electrical System, HPSEB Lid., Hamirpur (HP)-177001.
E-mail; sedeshmridgmall.com

North Bihar Power Distribution

Company Limited
(Regd. Office : Vidyut Bhawan, Baily Road, Patna)
(Department of Stores & Purchase)
CIN NO: U40109BR20125GC018920 b
Contact No. : /763815015 Email- cesnpd.nb@gmail.com '

NIT No:- 53/PR/NBPDXCL/2024
Morth Bihar Power Distribution Co. Ltd. {(NBPDCL), 3 Government of Bihar Under
taking, invites online Tender for Supply of 11 KV Polymer Pin Insulator, in Two-tier

Close Date & Time, 11.30 hrs, of 17-08-2024 Prospective bidders
are requested o vislt E-Auction Leasing Module on IREPS wabsite
www.Ireps.gov.in

Seave Ewergy for the Benefir of Self and Nargon

_ Divisional Rallway Manager (C), Ranglya
@ HﬂHTHEAT FHDEH RAILWAY

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION

MECHANICALENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

e-Tenders are invited for the following work by Superintending Engineer |
(Mech / Q.C), as per Tender condition

M.E.D.C.No. M1 /1456 / 2024 !
Purchase of 500 Nos of Battery Operated vehicle with lithium lon battery for door |

Himachal Pradesh Road and Infrastructure Development

Corporation Limited

Siate Roads Project, Nirmon Bhawan, Migom YVikar Shimla-171002
Fax: 0177-2620663: Tel: 0177-2620663/2627602, E-mall: pdsrp-hpinic.in

Technical and Financial) from eligible and experienced Original Manufacturer e ey
S j f: 2 3 to door collection of Garbage in Zone 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 as per Tender Condition. NOTICE INVITING BID
rEEIEtEFEd Lil!'IIjE'r' EDmpElr'l'y' Ack lgEEI cid an? ﬂthET ECt . th:s rEEard fDr NEPDCL & Thsa [direo o | Peafecisd FIPRECK 'L, Wiewn Dsswan, Migam Vihar, Shimbi= 0T 002, [Hmachal MPedesh, ndi beyises the Wogaesi e Propcaal {0107t
SBPDCL, ThE DEtﬂilE dlreé ds FG”EIWiI'IE:' EMD Amuunt As F-Er TE“dEr Duﬂument .I Conmnlvancy Servioes Tor Consdroction Supecissan of Dalueee Camtibover Beidge of Clarkhal in Hinschad Prsdes)
b1 MName of material ﬂt'.' -IMI:I'E.] EE_timateT:I Earnest Tender Cost La St Da_tﬂ 'and Tlme 'nf Su hmlssln_n : z?na 2024 3 u'n PM : I Mg ol | ‘Tt Dhurwthon | Vemidanr Few it ol mvidlods ki y [ Mool i & Timwe Toa
Mo, Cost Money {in Rs} TE“d‘E.r Dpﬂﬂl"g DHtE‘ Hnd TIrIIE 28 .ﬂﬂ_ 21]24 3 3‘“ FM : Woork af Fraject {lm s} of bl doewmeni . winbimbsslom ol Bids _
{in Bs) {in A5.) |[Consulinney  mervices  for  Constrscison I s
= -__5-2_E;E1D no'e -_TIEI-EI_[-H_}-E*_ For Further details Please visit hﬂPS'”tﬂtﬂﬂdErE 5":“'-'"- {Supervision of Balance Cantilever Bridpe sf| 34 Monibas ‘ i ::,I GET Aupust- 13 | 224 Apgust X7, 2004
g ; SLERLS - T3 (Clarkhal i Himnachal Prodesh I
11 KV Polymer Pin | [NBPDCL-30,000 Applicable DIPR / 2776 / Tender / 2024 Superl ntendlng Engineer {M.f l1.l:]| | (| R P - .
- Insulatar no's. & SBPDCL- 1_,1]'?,‘35,[?‘2'5‘.:"- EJDS'GEEII- GhT @18% __ RFPwil] b ol labbe ai e o wets sae ol HPREIDIC L wnder lsk s himachnlservices o im B dsHPSR TP el
i ek i E Ay Turcher addendany Ui goselumt 1 1his Bafoest (o Proposal docusmend gl B ayvaibable s gl imterdsied ams on e eame web Ik Mropossl mosl
42,000 no’s) extra 7, I w1 150 s C1ST postiivels

The Time line for the above tender is as follows:
16.08.2024 , from 11.00 Hrs

W hnisaeser

STty A aifere qﬁ'q'q' q";w EGIKIT ERRE  [Fa i she e e

1 Plense nile that the Executing Agency reserves ihe righi s accepd o regect il o amy of the Bids withisn sssigning any rensan

Start Date of Online Sale of Bid
Document/request of Bid/Bid Documents;
Last Date of Online Submission of bid along

with Tender Cost & processing fees:
Last Date of submission of EMD and hard
copy of receipt of BSEDCL processing fee &

IMrecior | Projecis),
Sipde Honds Project, HIFRIDCL
heman Sl nmn, Shimls- 071003

&Hih / 5326 / A.97./24

Fremgr, faqia:- 29/07/2024
-:: §-TATEST ATOT F=AT -

N Q2482034202 331

05.09.2024 , up to 18:00 Hrs

AR wiferet gfieg fraerge e aw g FesfefE sl & A Ga g9

HrAYTcd® AT &1 Hraia,
§-2vzfin agfa 4 4-wrd= Od& (www.mptenders.gov.in) W HIHER 21 FfEeT >

D&D‘&Eﬂld.up o l.iI:IL'?Hrs _ A
&1l YHUSe, AhENyX |

e & fasmr,

tender cost R YA L E-mail : rwdchakradharpur{@gmail.com
Date of opening of Techno -Commercial 06.09. 2024 , after 14:00 Hrs. & | w. F1f &1 AT F1d & fafaar fafaer Hﬁl WW g’_ Eqﬁﬁm ATHAY] YA
bid{Part-1) . o .
_ - A | ST | e go— yalifrar wean — 02/R1/2024-25/RWD/CHAKRADHARPUR  Riia—01.08 2024
19.08 .2024 ,at 11:00 Hrs. at office oF I T4 BEMD fafar L Sy ;
5 . chamber of Chief Engineer (S&P) G L ‘i“-ijf*Ti?' ﬂTHjITmﬁ ’: TAAT (3 |9.'51?J ﬂw}“ﬂII , .
Date of Pre-bid Meeting NBPDCL,3rd floor, Vidyut Bhawan 1| 2024_ | CONTRACT FOR MANPOWER 12 HTE 15000/- 28.08.2024 EAL '$"-:~1"h v, a6 _‘&-H[ &l W Irﬁﬂé{%ﬂ g e g &
pailey Anad, Patis UAD_ | SUPPLY FOR SANITATION AND | 350 7me| 175000/ SR e-procurement T 1 A s LR
_ e — - _ 360508 | OTHER WORKS RELATED TO yrgwferd ¥ (o #) | o1l
For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar SANITATION AT PITHAMPUR = A e — B g . " it | F
Electrical Superintending Engineer (S&P ; LiEe | CiL ! ]
PR- 005185 (B & C ) 202425 ectrical suj ":-HFIIH;IE gineer { ) MURNICIPAL COUNCIL Ll @ ) | (s ;ﬂ_fﬁ:[ CIG] |
91 ¥ g9 6 & S ¢ SUEN, §% Whed IR IRaN ¥ WR| e R qifee e (et et gRar wew) RWD :ﬂw LELE i il
qiferT gtz famg SeAET 1 | CHAKRADHARP | war AT AT | 5p4348 | TRETE | e | oot |
SPECIAL BRANCH T e T B anE o ot T rihwm " i ﬁmiﬂl |
POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL ~ / — [ — =
2. deHrae # i gemeE # [ 0s.08 2024
“ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE” 4. feifereT e &) 9 od O9: 16.08.2024 AUTEE 11:00 99 |
E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police, Specia] 5: Hmvi':l AilEe e A weTeETd @ S vl ger— ssriarers e, avdrr s fae, e
Branch (G) M.P., Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following ' iLh : ”;‘;‘;T; f::‘:ﬂ i ik B et ) T i s
i i - in/ni - e e fg ferwmen wefa 9 - 3 b T g e B
ltem.Ol’l WebSIte httpS._//mptenders.gOV_.lIl/Ilngep/app mm..i]' I\!I:'I f:_‘l',._h]'.{_l fe[q_"-;r e Eﬁ - -I'.l'!|,l_-| '|-'a'.|..'|'|']'|' er_ ,i.'ﬁﬂ',l_[ ,_;.,Tu'r,:.g [ﬁ ﬁl‘ '|=‘-"'.'_‘| Trﬂ ﬁa‘gl‘[aﬁ. E"IJ.I'I =] ﬁ I+ |||;|.- ?-!w-.':"q:' T ATE ﬁ'[_a]' $ﬁ Dnh“p "‘[ﬂ'dl- o "#'_".f[ f,"r.l"ﬁ‘ [
S. Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender Fees (Rs.)| EMD (Rs.)| Tender ) LLL e o o 7 - F4feT W F ST Ho— 7970758588
No. : : No. TERUATIYT SIS/ TETRIINE] @ 70 361 SIww 3G/Higher Generation ST g =t & @9 daude jharkhandtenders.gov.in 7 & o wea & |
Paid Online Through Closed User Group |CUG) SIM &1 a1 S9&e v &q 18 forwmmr usfa @1 AfEE *
mptenders.gov.in e T wmEr | i ";g?imﬁf ﬂu&i&ﬁ
1 Safari Suit 301 2,000/- 45,000/~ | Ist Tender | |®1d @1 [@awofl - ~ PR 331561 (West Singhbhum) 24-25 (D) AHECN | |
2 Garam Suit 301 3,000/- 72,000/- | 1st Tender
| . | . _ et I &1 wrEe Suare YR o iR sregore el )
1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be| | #030 w1 @ Fasma - i @ fargma=r
exempted in any condition & must submit online through website [Eﬂ_'}lﬂ AT gt dyorm wivfran & steofo fre od 202428 @ Ry gebm ot smure 9 Pragee @ @
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app. . | 1 Commissioning 61 361 no's 36 o7 Higher e forg gags afre dvrg oefigrdt & omles i fvg omy @, ol s gror # 31032028 T
2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police Generation based Closed User Group Sim | irorn vl | weiferard, . v, onf gf oee @ weely o amar 9¢ i Y o wenaie Wi @ anfer ot ) g g
(Www.mppolice.gov.in) for Engineers and other officers in frerTe fr‘-‘Fﬁ' '.v!-E{I'-'I'\".". 50,000 3 dy o fon ooaooow aian I, ol B | amirEw ohaE saop o024 o el oerd Camen W s
i ) . ) Planning & Development Department, T CERECIE _ J
3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: e e e et o800 WO W WM o200 Wb ww ooy o 3z RS sreme wiefloa # wfere Ry ongh
https://mptenderS.gOV.in/nicgep/app 1 ﬁm T TS U9 O e -ﬂ@- EFI'{iTm Wm cEmaw wearae oft whifae Wl 2oon2024 B {"‘-‘tl’l wrm wvedy Wy el o aaema ofy e
4. Tender Schedule: Rrerw st & e s ges & omge) |
NO. Tender Activity Date & Time 2 ﬁmg-ﬁr‘ﬁ-ﬂ -"-]ﬁ ﬁfﬁl e ra"ﬂ':ﬁ‘ —02.08 2024 Lr. Mo, Famsa af Fowl ::'d?:'n‘:':;;:‘ dgpe Limii 1:::;:::I:T Ezzsenilal Qualifications
i |Submission of written queries|12/08/2024 up to 1600 hrs. | |3 fafa= wits @1 faf — feia—14.08.2024 UF fETio— 16.08.2024 i
through e-mail: sec25- 4 T 918 Ug O 9 @ - BAe—19.08.2024 BT ANEA00 Tl i T
Sb@mppolice.gov.in T}'f'[ ﬁ'lm Q_-..[ T T:]ﬂ:T-'!E-Tﬂ%T #FS :Lril' HE[W 400 ?{ﬁ H#m 1 EAeiical Gifficer Tatal- 01 ARG5S yaars s, BOOD0S ﬂt::?ln:r':lhi::uh:[t;lrj:'ﬁ:;:ir::::t
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CROSSWORD 5433

1 i 3 a

ACROSS DOWN

1 Change gear as temporary 2 Unable to sleep because of an
measure (9) all-night party (5)

8 Check the advance of a sick 3 One of two or one in three
man’s comeback (5) perhaps(6)

9 Splitting hairs in divorce (7)
10 Disliking some poetry (6)

4 Comb manufacturer(5,3)
5 The first French composer to

11 There’s your hidden error (6) &0 abroad (6)

12 Hole-in-the-middle 6 Boxed in the yard; finished
mint (5-3) bloodstained (7)

father’s away from home imminent departure (4,5)
more (8) 11 Wives assist officers at
18 One who cares to make sea(9)

an offer (6) 13 Upright but lacking

20 Demanding like royalty energy (8)

canbe? (6) 14 Money that’s not well-
21 Unusually angered and earned (4,3)

upset(7) 16.Plgce to find capital in
22 The poet’s muse tore out Britain (6)

aheart(5) 17 Not just dark? (6)

23 A fresh run on the daily 19 Urge preparation for
presses(9) breakfast? (3,2)

Solutions Crossword 5432 Across: 1 Piccolo, 4 Cargo, 7 Inch, 8 Admonish, 10
Enterprise, 12 Bright, 13 Libido, 15 Embankment, 18 Guardian, 19 Port, 20 Tides, 21
Enhance Down: 1 Prime, 2 Cocktail, 3 Orders, 4 Chopsticks, 5 Rail, 6 Othello, 9
Archimedes, 11 Pipedown, 12 Brought, 14 Karate, 16 Title, 17 Paid

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Knowledge rests not upon___alone,butupon___also.-Carl Jung (5..,6)
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IPORR BCNYHU
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PR 331549 (Jharkhand State Housing Board)24-25*D

PIMPHI CHINCHWAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, PIMPRI, PUNE - 411018,

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

OVERRUN...

HONEY....SN'TTHIS A  FWELETONE | THIS ENDS
UTTLE EXTREMEFOR A OF THEM TAKE "
aRb e oteane  aovaviace | INVOW!

SQUIRRELZ  /~ THEN WELL BE

T HAVENT SEEN
CALYIN FOR
ABCUT 15

MINUTES NOW .

s it By A Bl cls

THAT PROBARBLY
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= Tk Saflwe

W 5o
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...| WOULD
HAVE REMAINED
AN ONLY CHILD

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions 8 3

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, i ' |
every digitfrom1to9 | _ 6 1) 3 _

nine vertical columns, in

must appearin each of the 9 2 7
7

rows andin each of the

each of the nine horizontal 2
nine boxes. 1

SUDOKU 5641

Difficulty Level

3s=Medium; 4s=Hard:; ] | | |
5s=VeryHard; 4

1s = Very easy; 2s =Easy; ' 7 i 4 '

- oo elwlvdo o
o N~ ole s o
0 &~ ololw o -
I Ens e
& N=a|oo o woe
o ~wlol = aln oo
N ololswalo o~
[ —L.-h '--l.m.c,n m.m-m
~ oo omN|s = w

6s=Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 5640

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL
DELHI CANTT

SADAR BAZAR ROAD, DELHI CANTT-110010
www.apsdelhicantt.com

TENDER NOTICE

=edled Tenders are invited from firms with professional expertise for
House Keeping Services at Army Public School, Delhi Cantt. Tender
Forms can be downloaded from school website www.apsdelhicantt.com.
Tender Form duly completed in all respect be submitted to APS Delhi
Canit by 24 Aug 2024 along with DD (Tender Form Fee Rs. of T 2500/
& EMD of 7 3,21,844/-) as Tender Form fee & EMD respectively in favour
of Army Public School, Delhi Cantt. Last date for submission of Tender
Formis 1030hr on 24 Aug 2024. Opening date of Tender is 24 Aug 2024
al 1100hrs. For any queries contact APS Delhl Cantt on 25693777,

26692720, Presiding Officer

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

deal to say for
Even though the tone of the
practical projects, and even
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

marvellously
matters whether you devote
gain a sense of satisfaction -
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

You have a great
@ yourself, and now is

the time to say it.
times is impatient, you may
begin to slow the pace in
change your mind over long-
term plans.

Your stars really are
8 looking quite

profitable, and not a
little extravagant. It scarcely
your day to saving or
shopping, just as long as you
and the feeling of a good day
well spent.

The Sun aligns with
your chartina

@ formation which

brings passion and,
with it, peace - but only for a
while. This is an ideal moment
to make friends and fall in

love. But you will have to make

the running, otherwise

opportunities will slip

by unnoticed.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
This could be quite a
busy time, which
means that even
when relaxing

you'll remain active.

Hopefully, once routine chores

have been dealt with, you will

have enough energy left over
for a favourite interest: you
know you have it in you to
achieve great things.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Your social stars
have been strong
lately, and today
they achieve yet
another of their periodic
perfect alignments. A hint of
fantasy or mystery will now
add spice to romantic liaisons.

But what you really need is

variety - and a sense that new

options are opening up.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

If your professional
hopes are high,
there is no better
day than today for
building contacts. You need to
move forward on all fronts
whether your ambitions are
personal or professional.

Circumstances may stand in

your way, in which case

concentrate on any
community activities.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Your romantic
hopes will soon
span the globe. This
could mean that

you love all humanity, or that

the person dear to youis far
away. It could also mean that
there is a great distance
between you and someone
close to your heart.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Simple cashissues,
such as how much
you've got in your
purse, determine

what you canand can't get

away with today. This is a

positive moment for teaming

up with partners in projects
which combine business with
pleasure. In short, the thing
you want might be the thing
you need.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

You may be feeling

alittle more

emotional than

usual, but that's
good if it helps you bring
out your caring and

compassionate qualities,

breaking down a few personal

barriers in the process. Please
don’t be too sensitive to
criticism though - it might be
good for you.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You will be keeping
to yourself today,
and even when
you’re in company

there’ll be much going on in

your head and in your heart.

You may even consider

cancelling one engagement

butyou don’t want to let
someone down.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
You may like to seek
solace and support
in the arms of your
friends after what,

by all accounts, has been a

fairly important time in your

life. Even in imperceptible
ways, trivial events over the
past fortnight have changed
the future irrevocably. You'll
find out how in good time.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Among the many
issues jostling for
your attention are a
few which could

involve the law, or perhaps

ethical questions. Itis
important to do what you
know to be right in your heart.

People are bound to respect

you more when they see that

you're doing your best.

RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY, JAIPUR

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN

No. 749 Date:- 30/7/24

NIT No. 08/2024-25
INVITATION OF BIDS FOR TOLL COLLECTION
Bids for collection of user fee on "Barmer-Sindhari-Bishangarh Section and Sanderao-Bali-Mundara
Section of SH-16 in the State of Rajasthan" under RSHIP Tranche-1, Package-02 are invited from interested
bidders upto 11:30 AM on 13.08.2024.
Other particulars of bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state. The estimated value of Annual Remittance is Rs. 14.616 Cr.

UBN No: POD 2425 SLOB03661 Sd/-
(V. L. Dhankhar)

Member (WC & O),

RSHA, Jaipur

Email: ho.rsha@rajasthan.gov.in

DIPR/C/6900/2024 Tel: +91-141-2223547

CIVIL PROJECT DEPARTMENT

E-TENDER NOTICE No: - CIVIL/PROJECT/11/02/2024-2025

Otfers by way of e-tendering (Percentage) are invited by the Chief Engineer, Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation from

confractors in e-tendering system for following works.

1) The contractor shall quote his Percentage offer onthe Cost of work excluding Material testing charges as mentioned below.
2) The offer for work shall be exclusive of GST. The GST atthe applicable rate shall be paid separately by PCMC for work.
3) Regarding the Royalty, the policy that the corporation determings will be binding on you.

Sr. Name of work Estimated | Cost of Work Royalty | Testing Earnest Security | Time limit | Cost of Tender
Mo costputlo | excluding (Rs) Charges money Deposit | in calendar Document
the Material (Rs) (0.50%) (5%) months G.5.T.
Tender (Rs) testing (Rs) (Rs) including (Non
(4+6) | charges (Rs) Monsoon Refundable)
(Rs.)
1 2 3 4 5 3] 7 8 9 10
i | Construction of Subway
at Rakshak Chowk on [22.77.49,259] 22.74.80,924 | 64,90123] 2,68,335| 11.38,746 | 1,13,87.470 18 37,430
Sangavi Kiwale Road.
2 | Concretization of Road
from Shivar Chowk to
Govind Garden Chowk
(Kunal lcon Road) at  [42,43,90.968| 42.41,43173 | 76,76,971] 247,795| 21.21.955 | 2.12.19.550 30 37,430
Pimple Saudagar in
Prabhag No. 28 with
Maodermn Method

Time table for the SR NO.1 tenders shall be as follows:

Online sale of tenders i

Date 05/08/2024 to Date 12/08/2024

Last date of submission of tenders| -

Date 12/08/2024 up to 3.00 pm

Pre Bid Meeting Date & Time =

Date 09/08/2024 at 3.00 pm

Place of Pre Bid Meeting -

Office of Chief Engineer, Civil Project Dept 1st Floor, PCMC Main Building Pimpni, Pune -18

Date of opening of tenders -

Date 14/08/2024 at 3.00 pm (if possible)

Time table for the SR NO.2 tenders shall be as follows:

Onling sale of tenders o

Date 05/08/2024 to Date 19/08/2024

Last date of submission of tenders| -

Date 19/08/2024 up to 3.00 pm

Pre Bid Meating Date & Time -

Date 09/08/2024 at 3.00 pm

Place of Pre Bid Meeting -

Office of Chief Engineer, Civil Project Dept 1st Floor, PCMC Main Building Pimpn, Pune -18

Date of opening of tenders -

Date 21/08/2024 at 3.00 pm (if possible)

The Municipal Commissioner PCMC reserves the right to accept or reject any tender partially or completely without any reason thereof. The details of
above works, such as Security Deposit, Earest Money Deposit, Terms & Conditions of the Tender and Schedule of works, are available on web site

www.pemeindia.govin, hitp://mahatenders.gov.in

In case of any technical problem related to the tender document, the same can be referred to the NIC email support at eproca@mic.in or on telephone

numbers 0120-4200462, 0120-4001002, 0120-4001005,0120-627787.

ADVT No: 86
No: ENGG/TEN/14/WS/136/2024
Date: 02/08/2024

Sd/-
iShrikant Savane)
Chief Engineer,

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation, Pimpr, PLFB 411 ) .I.

U ARTAT BT HrATAY.
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Email ;- rwdsahibganjigigmail.com Phone NO: 06436-356078
LE|
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PR 331624 (Rural Work Department) 24-25 (D)

Govt. of Jharkhand
Energy Department
Jharkhand Renewable Energy
Development Agency (JREDA)
3rd Floor, S.L.D.C. Building, Kusai Colony,

Doranda, Ranchi-834002.
Ph.: 0651-2491161, Fax: 0651-2491165,
E-mail: info@jreda.com;
Website: www,jreda.com

e-Procurement Notice
Tender reference no.:
08/JREDA/SOLARCITY/RESCO/24-25
Dated: 01.08.2024

Online bids are invited for selection of Developers for Design,
Manufacture, Testing, Supply, and Installation & Commissioning
of Ground Mounted Solar Power Plants on RESCO Mode under
Glru:hh Salar City Scheme, The details are as follows:
| Name of tha work [ Selechion of Developers for Design,
Manufactisre, Testing, Supply
Installation & Commissioning of 18
MW Ground Mounted Solar Power
Planmts on RESCO Mode under Giridih
- Solar |:I"'r' Si:he me.
TEnta‘tl'-.e %uar'ﬁy [KWE] | i
Completion of work | [rETghte&n Months
“Perod of confract wenty-five) Years
Diate of publication of NIT on 115 I}E 2024 (Monday)
website: http://
| Jharkhandtenders.gov.in |
Date & time of Fre-bid meakng 1Z08.2024 E]Hundaf] at 100

Fi Last date & time for receipt of | 27.08.2024 (Tuesday) upto 05:00
| onfing bids PM
B Submission of erginal copies of | 27.08,2024 [Tuesday) upbo 05:00
Bid fee AEMD through Onlins P
via SBI Payment Gateway af

L1 Iharkhand Tenders
0 “Technical Bid Jpening Date

L o Ll

o

29.08.2024 (Thursday) at 300

[0 Name % address of office ‘Direckar, ]harkﬁand FHenewable
initing tender Enr_*'lglt.r Devefopment
ency(JREDAYI™ Floor, SLDC
Bulldin |":IJ53| D‘ﬂrﬂll'lﬂlﬂ Randhi-
[IT | Contact na. fcff procurement | 0B51- 24911'53.-%7,"51 a5 TIJ'IJBE??T" [
__officer

[CI1Z 1 Helpline no. of e-procurement. | OREI-ZA9T1R3/B7/R1

Any corrigendum/addendum can be seen on website:
http:/ /iharkhandtenders.gov.in & wwwjredacom. Further
details can be seen on website: hiip/jharkhandienders. gpov.in B

www reda.com Sd/- Director
PR 331553 (Energy)24-25°D JREDA, Ranchi

dNexXpress.com

| RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LIMITED

'||.-l__;,.l

it CIN- U40102RI0005G0016484 (A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking)

O CE (TD), 501, Dreaman Plaza, Sahkar bMarg, laipur, Ermail; dyce.td.jps @ rrvun, com
E-TENDER NO: TN-22(RVU2425GLOB00813)

Online tenders are invited by RRVUN for "Supply of 01 No, 2x600 HP
twin power pack locomotives for CHP Railway work at SSCTPP,
Suratgarh. Tender detaiis are available on websites
http:f/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
wiww.energy.rajasthan.govin/rvunl & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
| Reaj s /CF 24 /3074

RVUN/PR-1035

(for e-tender),

SE (Thermal Design-I]
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EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION No. 68/2024 Dated: 31 .ﬂ?.EﬂEt‘l

Applications in the prescribed forms are invited for the following Teaching/
Other Academic and Model School Teachers Posts: for warious
Deparments’ Directorate of istance Educationd CTEs! Polytechnics!
Caners/Of-Campuseas’ Libraries’ Model Schools:

(TEACHING POSTS)

Education-3, Women Education-1,

1. Professor: Zoology-1,

Botany-1, Law-1, B.Noc.-1, Comparative Studies-1,
DODE-1

2. Professor-Director: DDE-1, ECSSIU -1 (Tenure post), CWS-1
[Tenura post).

3. Assoclate Professor: Physics-1, Zoology-1, B.Voc.-1,
Linguistics-1, Public Administration-1, History (DDE)-1

4. Associate Professor-cum-Deputy Director; ECSSIU -2
[Tanura posis).

5. Assistant Professors: Law -2, Education (DDE) -1,

6. Assistant Professor-cum-Assistant Director: ECS33IU -1
( Tenure post)

7. Head of the Department (HoD) for Polytechnics: Computer

Science Engineering-1, Electronics ‘& Communication
Engineering-1, Electrical & Electronics Engineering-1,
Mechanical Enginearing-1.

8. Lecturerfor Polytaechnies: Civil Engineering-1, English-2.

(OTHER ACADEMIC & MODEL SCHOOL TEACHERS POSTS)

1. ﬂth.é_r_ .ju-:adnmlc DIFEEECI-F F"hysmal Educ:'au::nn -1, University

Deputy Libraran -1.

2. Model School Teachers: Principal (Model Schoolsp2, TGT-
English=1, TGT-Hindi-1. Work Experience Teacher, [Sewing,
Meadia Work and Embroidery)-2, Yoga Teacher-1, Primary
Teacher-2 {Lien Vacancy).

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION No. Eﬂ!EﬂEdDatEd 31.07.2024

(NON-TEACHING POSTS)

Applications in the prescribad format are invited for tha following Non-
Teaching posts on direct recruitment basis in the University:;

Regional Director-02, Execufive Engineer-01, Assistant Registrar-01,
Assistant Regional Director-07, Assistant-01, Instructor-Polylachnic
(Civit Engineerning)-01, Computer Operator-01, Professional Assistant-
01, Stenographer-01, Library Assistant-1, Lab Technician-1, Lab
Assistant-1, LDC-5, Workshop Attendant-1.

Tenure posts: Research Assistant-1, Stenographer-1, Library Attendant-1
Information Booklet relating to qualifications, experience, etc., and link for
online application form are available on the Universily, The last date for
submission of applications onfine iz 31st August, 2024 and last date for
recaipt of hard copy of application form is 9th September, 2024.

Please visit our website www._manuu.edu.in for further details.

5d/- Registrar
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MEDAL TALLY
Pos. | Country | G | S | B [ Total_

1. China 13|88 | 29
2. Australia[10 | 6 | 5 | 21
<} USA 9 (18|15 | 42
4, France |9 |11|12| 32
i GBritain | 9 | 9| 8 | 26
44 [India_ (0[O0 |3 | 3 |

*At midnight

STORY OF MEDALS
Tokyo paindissolves
into Paris glory

The agony of missing out on a podium
place in Tokyo by one-hundredth of a
second was finally washed away for the
British lightweight sculls pair of Imogen
Grantand Emily Craigon Friday as they
won the gold medal in dominant fash-
ion. "I'm not going to be sad about being
able to say that we are Olympic cham-
pions forever, from a selfish point of
view," Craig said. It is just over three
years since they were edged out by the
Netherlands crew of Marieke Keijser
and Ilse Paulis, with only 0.01 of second
separating them from the bronze
medal, a finish that has haunted them
ever since. REUTERS

RESULTSDAY 7

ARCHERY
Mixed team

M The history-making Indian
mixed team of Ankita Bhakat and
Dhiraj Bommadevara came
agonisingly close to ending
India’'s 36-year wait for an
Olympic medal in archery but fell
short to finish fourth at the
Games here on Friday.

SHOOTING
Women’s 25m Pistol:

B Manu Bhaker kept herself on
track for a hat-trick of Olympic
medals, coming up with one of
her most memorable
performances in her favourite
event, the 25m sports pistol, as
she booked a place in the final.

HOCKEY
Men’s Pool B:

M The Indian men's hockey
team beat Australia at the
Olympic Games for the first
time since 1972, outsmarting
the formidable rivals 3-2 to
finish second in Pool B.

ROWING
Men’s singles sculls

M Balraj Panwar ended his
campaign in 23rd position after
signing off at fifth in the Final D
round here on Friday. The 25-
year-old from Haryana clocked
7:02.37.

ATHLETICS
Women’s 5000m

M Parul Chaudhary finishes with
aSeason Best of 15:10.68
(although hasn’t competed that
much this season, so that’s not
too significant). She came 14th
in the heat. Both Ankit and Parul
are out of this event.

JUDO
Women’s +78kg

M Indian judoka Tulika Mann
crashed out of the women's
+78kg event at the Paris
Olympics. The 25-year-old, a
silver medallist at the 2022
CWG, lost to Idalys Ortiz, who
has four Olympic medals, 0-10
by ippon at the Champ-de-Mars
Arena.

22 SP
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PRRiIS 202Y4

I am playing with fourth generation in this team. Some were not even born when I started playing hockey.
A few years back, players wanted to do it for Dhanraj Pillay. I am Dhanraj for this generation

Liberated Indian attack
adds precise one-touch
play, Sreejesh’s
point-blank saves take
down Kookaburras

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, AUGUST 2

THE FRENCH call it I'echelle de Zidane.

Loosely translated as the Zidane scale’, it’s
a phrase used to describe the pleasure gener-
ated by a sporting spectacle.Ona Zidane scale
of 10', the scenes at the historic Yves du Manoir
Stadium would go off the charts.

Ending decades of hurt, erasing the mem-
ories of all the recent and old spankings, India
defeated Australia, their bete noire, 3-2 in their
concluding Pool B match. The unlikely win
meant they finished second behind Belgium.

This must be a new feeling for an Indian
hockey follower, who is so used to watching
the team getting thrashed by the Kookaburras
on the biggest stages — before Friday, India had
not beaten Australia at the Olympics since
Munich 1972.

What was different, you'd wonder?
Nothing profound - it was as close as India got
to playing a perfect game, returning to their
roots of fast, counterattacking hockey, not mak-
ing any of their typical errors, and impeccable
decision-making.

As was the case in Tokyo, where India fin-
ished on the podium for the first time since
1980, it was goalkeeper PR Sreejesh who had
the final say. With Australia upping the ante in
the final five minutes when they reduced the
deficit to 2-3, they made a final foray into the
Indian ‘D’ with barely seconds left to play.

Sreejesh stepped off his line to thwart the
attack and was on his backside when an
Australian attacker unleashed a desperate shot
inside a crowded ‘D’. Sreejesh stuck out his left
hand and parried the ball away. The hooter
sounded and the Indians just let out a huge,
audible sigh.

But this match wasn’tabout Sreejesh alone.
It needed a complete team effort for India to
stop Australia from going on another rampage
like they did in Tokyo, and all the other previ-
ous big tournament matches. It also needed a
massive tactical intervention from coach Craig
Fulton, whois revealing his cards one ata time.

The noticeable difference was how India
attacked. Until this match, India have largely
been patient in build-ups, passing the ball cau-
tiously to not lose possession, spotting the gaps
on the field and then moving forward.
Sideways passing isn’t how India played. A
team thatloves to be direct, the players looked
alittle constrained in this approach, unable to
show the full scale of their prowess.

Australia shaken

On Friday, they were liberated. Like the
India of the past, they went from zero to 100
within the blink of an eye and complemented
the pace with immaculate precision. It was a
rare day when the ball moved from stick to
stick effortlessly (some of India’s one-touch
play in the attacking third was sparkling), the
trapping errors were few and the decisions
spoton.

The decision-making was evident in the
way India scored the first goal. Lalit Upadhyay
got the ballinside Australia’s ‘D’ and tooka shot,
whichwas blocked by the goalkeeper. It landed
at the stick of Abhishek, who did not panic or
pass. The young forward took a couple of
touches to take the ball to the top of the ‘D’,
where he is most comfortable,and on the turn,
unleashed a power hit that gave the Australian
goalkeeper no chance.

The 12th-minute goal seemed to have
shaken Australia, who are so used to scoring
first in this fixture. On this day, it was India
showing the same level of ruthlessness. A
minute later, Manpreet Singh — who was im-

PR SREEJESH, INDIAN GOALKEEPER
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PR Sreejesh thwarts an Australian attack on the Indian goal during the Group B game on Friday. P11

After 52 years, India counters

mense; joining the attack, helping the defence;
he even made a last-ditch goal-line clearance
on a rare occasion when Sreejesh was beaten
—and then threaded a through ball that would
have made even Zidane proud.

From the centre of the pitch, he drilled a
pass that opened up Australia’s defence, cre-
ated panicand led to them conceding a penalty
corner. India’s conversion rate hadn’tbeenim-
pressive — they had scored only three from the
set-piece from 26 attempts. But the hockey
gods were smiling on them and captain
Harmanpreet needed just one chance to get
on the scoreboard. The cannon-like shot stayed
low and thudded into the wooden boards; the
sweet sound of India doubling their lead.

By theirlofty standards, Australia have had
an average tournament (they still beat New
Zealand 5-0 on Thursday) but even they
wouldn't have seen this coming.

But Australia doesn't surrender cheaply.
And when Thomas Craig made the most of a
defensive error to pull one back in the 25th
minute, the ghosts of the past would have re-
turned to haunt Indian fans who'd have been
bracing for another meltdown.

It never came. The work rate they put in
showed just how much India wanted this win.
Moments after the restart in the third quarter,
Tom Wickham stole the ball from Hardik Singh
and was bearing down on goal, only to be
stopped by an onrushing Sreejesh. The goal-
keeper padded the ball away, leading toanim-
mediate transition.

Within microseconds, India were in
Australia's half. Mandeep did what Mandeep
does - draw a foul. It earned India a penalty
corner, which was stopped by the Australian
defender at the goalpost by his foot. It resulted
in a penalty stroke that Harmanpreet con-
verted to put India 3-1 up.

Australia kept coming back and made it 3-
2 in the 55th minute, and if not for Sreejesh,
would have equalised in the last second.

Under Fulton, as a team-building exercise,
India have scaled the Table Mountain and the
Alps. But there’s been no mountain higher for
them than Australia. On Friday, they conquered
that as well.

INDIA VIEWFINDER: OPPORTUNITY FOR MANU TO ADD TO TALLY

® SHOOTING

( 25M PISTOL WOMEN

FINAL:1PM

MANU BHAKER

It hasbeen an incredible campaign for
Manu Bhaker. Two finals, two medals.
And she did well in the 25m qualification
too, to be in contention for a third medal.

ol GOLF
* MEN'S INDIVIDUAL, ROUND
3:12.30 PM\

SHUBHANKAR SHARMA, GAGANJEET BHULLAR
Subhankar Sharma is the higher-placed
Indian at the halfway mark, carding a 2-
under 69. The other Indian, Gaganjeet
Bhullar, is tied-52nd, two above par. Golf

continues into round 3 at the Paris
Olympics on Saturday.

BOXING
f MEN'S 71KG QF: 12.18 AM
(SUNDAY)
NISHANT DEV

One of the impressive Indian boxers,
Nishant Dev has the chance toend along
wait for India's 2nd men's boxing medal.
QF win assures a podium spot.

g ARCHERY

WOMEN'SRECURVE,R16 TO
MEDAL ROUNDS: 1.45PM

DEEPIKA KUMARI, BHAJAN KAUR

India's archery heartbreaks

continued as Dhiraj and Ankita fell

agonisingly short of a medal. Bhajan

Kaur, Deepika Kumari resume their

individual recurve campaigns from
the round of 16 stage.

A

NISHANT DEV

MEN’S 71 KG BOXING

WHAT To WATCH

POWERFUL STRIKE

Abhishek scores another on-the-turn
goal as Australia overturned in Paris

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
AUGUST 2

FIRST, IT was against Belgium. Indian forward
Abhishek stole the ball high up the pitch af-
ter a defender's miscontrol, ran into the box,
steadied himself to find some space with his
back facing the goal, and unleashed a shot. It
was so powerful that a goalkeeper as good
as Vincent Vanasch didn't see it go past him.

Then, it was against Australia. After Lalit
Upadhyay's shot was parried by Andrew
Charter into Abhishek's path. The 24-year-
old from Sonepat once again had his back to-
wards the Australian goal, before unleashing
a shot on the half-turn. Charter too was
beaten, low to his right this time and from a
tight angle. It was the opening goal of a fa-
mous win for the Indian men's hockey team
as they went on to beat Australia for the first
time at the Olympic Games since 1972.

And it was a reward not just for
Abhishek's endeavours, but also India's plan-
ning for Paris 2024.

Earlier this year, Craig Fulton had identi-
fied one key area where the Indian forwards
could improve. After the Pro League leg in
India, where India had the chance to play top
teams like the Netherlands and Australia, it
was evident that they needed more attack-
ing contributions from their forwards.
Harmanpreet Singh is great at what he does,
scoring consistently from penalty corner sit-
uations. But Fulton said outcomes inside the
circle had to improve, and for that, Indian
strikers must get into the habit of taking
shots on the turn while having their back the
the opponents’ goal.
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Abhishek celebrates after scoring
against Australia. P11

“A lot of the time Indian players like to
face the goal to score goals while a lot of the
Europeans don't face the goal to take shots.
They have their back towards the goal and
they’re hitting through the defender. It's very
difficult to defend,” the 49-year-old had told
The Indian Express in March.

“We are trying to obviously improve both
sides of this, where you can still be able to get
inthe 'D' and get your shot away. Or you con-
nect with another striker, not with a shot but
with a pass. The closer you get to the goal the
less time you have to score. So you're not nec-
essarily looking for a big backswing, a big hit.
It’s all flicking and pushing. And double

Abhishek was at the heart of his
side's Asian Games gold medal-
winning campaign as well,
scoring the critical goal late on
against Korea in the semifinal to
give India a 5-3 lead.

movements like 1v1 against the goalkeeper.
The kind of moves where your back is to-
wards the goal, but you're still able to twist
and turn to try and find the target. This takes
time.”

Abhishek has delivered just what Fulton
was hoping for. India still perhaps don't score
enough field goals,and Harmanpreet is once
again shouldering the burden for finding the
net predominantly, but against two top qual-
ity opponents like Belgium and Australia,
Abhishek has come to the party.

“We all believe that Abhishekis one of the
best players in our team and is very talented.
Whenever you score, your confidence goes
up.Isaid this after the Belgium match as well
thatit's a good sign he's scoring and helping
the team lead,” Harmanpreet told JioCinema
after the win against Australia.

Abhishek was at the heart of his side's
Asian Games gold medal-winning campaign
as well, scoring the critical goal late on
against Korea in the semifinal to give India a
5-3 lead. Speaking to this daily after return-
ing from Hangzhou, he had said that was
“abhi tak poora career ka sabse favourite
goal.” When he returns from Paris, there
might be two new contenders for that spot.

WORLD VIEWFINDER: BILES TAKES STAGE

ARTISTICGYMNASTICS
WOMEN'S VAULT FINAL:

l 7:50 PMONWARDS

SIMEONE BILES
Simeone Biles has garnered eyeballs at

gymnastics at the Paris Games and now
the women's vault final is a chance for
the American to pick up her third gold.
-
Q%. MEN'S DOUBLES: 6:30 PM
ONWARDS

COCO GAUFF, RAFAEL NADAL-CARLOS ALCARAZ

Chinese duo of Wang Chang and Liang
Weikeng's debut Olympics have gone
according to plan, now that they are in
the men's doubles final. Facing them
would be Chinese Taipei's Chi-Lin
Wang and Yang Lee.

BADMINTON

TRACKANDFIELD

WOMEN'S 100M: 12:40 AM
(4THAUGUST)

SIMEONE BILES
It's the Women's 100m final, which

means all eyes are on Sha'Carri
Richardson. She missed out on Tokyo but
is the favourite to take women's crown.
x MEN'SEVENT:11:.05PM
ONWARDS

RYAN CROUSER

American legend Ryan Crouser could
three-peat at the Paris Games,
cementing his legacy as one of the most
dominant track and field stars the
American programme has ever
produced.

SHOTPUT

Also keep track of: Skeet Men's Qualification - Day 2: 12.30 pm (Anant Jeet Naruka), Skeet Men's Qualification - Day 1: 12.30 pm (Maheshwari Chauhan, Raiza Dhillon)

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

SWIMMING

WOMEN'S 800M
FREESTYLE:12:39 AM

KATIE LEDECKY

Katie Ledecky's hunt for Olympic
medals continues with the American
lining up for her fourth gold in the 800m
freestyle in her fourth Olympics.

TABLE TENNIS
b’h MIXED DOUBLES, GOLD
MEDALMATCH: 6 PM
WANG CHUQIN AND SUN YINGSHA
Top-seeds Sun Yingsha and Chen Meng
have reached the Women’s Table Tennis
Singles final and have assured Chinaa
gold-silver combo, the same as the duo

had done at the Tokyo Olympics three
years ago.
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Richardson
cruises on her
Olympics debut

REUTERS
PARIS, AUGUST 2

WORLD CHAMPION Sha'Carri Richardson's
long awaited Olympic debut got off to a ter-
rific start on Friday as the American cruised
through the women's 100 metres heats,
while her Jamaican rival Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce also advanced in her fifth Games.

Richardson won her heat in 10.94 sec-
onds, three years after her Olympic dreams
came crashing down around her when she
tested positive for cannabis and had to miss
the Tokyo Games, while twice champion
Fraser-Pryce (10.92) finished second in her
heat. "I've been having fun,"” said the
American. "This is just the biggest stage to
see that I have the most fun.”

Askediftherun
marked redemp-
tion for not being
allowed to run in
Tokyo, Richardson
said she was fo-
cused on the pres-
ent after fans
cheered at the
Stade de France the
moment she ap-
peared on the
starting line.
Running out of
lane six, the 24-year-old easily took the lead
by the midway point and glided through the
finish before quickly exiting the purple track.

“We're not talking about the past - we're
talking about what's happening right now,"
said Richardson. "I'm honoured to be here
and I'm having a lot of fun and you're going
to continue to watch as well."

She will compete in the semi-finals on
Saturday, with the medal race set for later
that evening. The top three in each heat ad-
vance, along with the next three fastest
across all heats. World leader Richardson is
the United States' brightest hope of ending a
28-year gold medal drought in the women's
blue riband event, after Gail Devers last won
in 1996. Marion Jones was stripped of her
2000 Olympic gold medal for doping.

Marie-Josee Ta Lou-Smith of Ivory Coast
had the fastest time on Friday with 10.87, as
she held off Fraser-Pryce down the home
stretch in a thrilling final heat. She is hungry
for a spot on the podium after fourth-place
finishes in the last two Games.

Britain's Daryll Neita won her heat in
10.92, while her compatriot, twice Olympic
relay bronze medallist Dina Asher-Smith,
moved on in 11.01. "The crowd is amazing,
just came out to get through. There are a lot
of British fans,” said Asher-Smith, the world
silver medallist in 2019. "I'm just having so
much fun."

Lyles targets sprint double

American Noah Lyles will bring his "main
character energy" to the Stade de France on
Saturday as he begins his quest for the
Olympic sprint double in the men's 100 me-
tres heats.The affable showman of the track
has only added to his fame since winning
double world gold in Budapest last year, star-
ring in the popular Netflix docu-series
"SPRINT", and wants the spotlight to himself
in the blue-riband event in Paris. He failed
qualify for the shorter sprint at the Olympics
three years ago and won bronze in the 200 -
his signature event - before embarking on a
period of self-reflection.

"As I go into these Games on the biggest
stage in the world, I am saying to myself, T've
been through the hardest parts, been at the
bottom, fought my way back up and fixed the
weaknesses'," said Lyles.

Lyles clocked 9.81 seconds to win at the
London Diamond League meeting in his fi-
nal Olympic tune-up event last month, a
promising sign for American fans.

While most bookmakers would put him
as a strong favourite in the longer sprint - he
has not lost a 200 metres race since Tokyo -
he could face a tougher road in the 100, as he
takes on young challengers from the United
States' arch-rival Jamaica. Oblique Seville
handed him his only 100 loss of the season in
Kingston in June and Kishane Thompson set
the world leading mark of 9.77 at the Jamaica
team trials.

LAVENDER EQUALS LIGHTENING SPEED?
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Athletes on the starting blocks of Round 1 the women’s 100 metre heats at the Stade de France. express

B World Champion Sha'Carri
Richardson's long awaited Olympic debut
got off to a flying start on Friday as the
American cruised through the women's
100 metres heats (10.94 seconds).

B The American took the lead at mid-way
three years after her Olympic dreams
came crashing down when she tested
positive for cannabis. Jamaica’s Fraser-
Pryce (10.92) finished second in her heat.

M At first appearance, the Purple Mondo
track looks like a hard carpet but there is
more to it than meets the eye. The surface
is made of vulcanised rubber, offering
better grip and elasticity.

M Shape of air cells and dimensions in the
air pickles inside the track have been
optimised for the Olympics. In other
words, the Paris track promises to be the
fastest in history.

B The United States broke their own
world record in the 4x400 mixed relay in
the opening heats on Friday, crossing the
line in three minutes 7.41 seconds. An
early sign of the track aiding speed?

Boxed into a corner in gender fight

Lin Yu-Ting & Imane Khelif receive hostility as heads of state, authors and fellow athletes join the debate

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, AUGUST 2

LIN YU-TING became a boxer to ‘protect’ her
mother from ‘domestic violence’. She did
more than that — the southpaw became a
Taiwanese sensation by winning two World
Championships.

Friday was to be her big day; the first bout
of her Paris Olympics campaign. But when
she came out of the dark tunnel into the
brightly-lit Paris du Nord Arena, all she could
hear was boos. In the stand where team of-
ficials sit, someone whispered: “She is one
of them.”

'Them’ is female athletes with high
testosterone levels.

For a second successive day, boxing was-
n’t a topic of discussion at the Olympics but
the boxer was. More specifically, their gen-
der eligibility. On Thursday, Italy’s Angela
Carini threw in the towel after only 46 sec-
onds against Algeria’s Imane Khelif who, like
Lin, has high testosterone levels. After her
match, Angela said she had “never been
punched so hard”. However, on Friday, she
expressed regret at not shaking hands with
her opponent after the bout.

And so, a decision taken last year in New
Delhi — where Lin and Imane were banned
from competing in the women’s section of
the World Championships — and reversed
in Paris, where they have been allowed, has
triggered a heated debate. It centres around
the rights of women, the rights of women
with a combination of chromosomes found
in men and the right to practise sport safely.

From heads of state to novelists, coaches
to sports science experts, all have had their
say on the issue that has been the biggest
talking point at the Games.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Miloni
claimed the bout between Imane and Angela
“wasn’t a fight among equals”. On Friday, in
her meeting with International Olympic

Lin Yu-Ting of Taiwan, one of the boxers embrolied in the gender controversy,
entered the quarterfinals of the 57-kg category on Friday. File

Committee president Thomas Bach, 'the case
of athlete Imane Khelif and the issue of rules
to ensure fairness in sports competitions
were also addressed, Meloni's office said.

Later, Taiwan’s presidential office came
out in support of their athlete, saying it was
wrong that Lin has been ‘subjected to humil-
iation, insults and verbal bullying just be-
cause of your appearance and a controver-
sial verdict in the past.’

Hours before Lin’s bout, IOC spokesper-
son Mark Adams called the issue a ‘minefield’
and added that Imane and Lin have been ‘of-
fered mental support’ following the online
abuse they've received over the last two days.

AnItalian journalist said that in some sec-
tions of the media, traditional and social, Imane
was referred to as ‘he’ with many claiming that
she ‘walked like a man and sounded like a
man’. Author JK Rowling had called Imane’s
smile after the bout the ‘smirk of a male.’

Different rules

Lin and Imane were disqualified from the
2023 World Championships, held in New
Delhi, after failing the International Boxing
Association’s eligibility rules. Umar Kremlev,
the president of the boxing body — which is
now derecognised by the IOC — told The
Guardian that ‘DNA tests on the two boxers
had proved they had XY chromosomes.’

XY is the combination of chromosomes
in males, XX is the combination in females.
The IBA said their rules ‘prevented athletes
with male XY chromosomes competing in
women's events.’

The International Olympic Committee,
which oversees the boxing competition
through an autonomous body it formed, did
not consider those tests and stood by the de-
cision to allow the two boxers to compete.

“Are these athletes women? The answer

is yes,” Adams told reporters. “The Algerian
(boxer) was born female, registered as fe-
male, boxed as a female, and is a female on
her passport. Scientifically, this is not a man
fighting a woman.”

The issue of females with testosterone
levels the same as men competing in
women's sports has been divisive in the
sporting world. Caster Semenya, the South
African track athlete, has been subject to
many tests and eventually, World Athletics
changed the rules that made her ineligible
for short-distance women’s races.

However, it is argued that in contact
sports like boxing, allowing athletes with XY
chromosomes could make it unsafe for their
opponents. Australia’s boxing captain Caitlin
Parker said she had “fears” about her team-
mate fighting in the same weight category
as Khelif, 66 kg. “It can be incredibly danger-
ous,” she added.

Imane’s next opponent, Hungary’s Luca
Anna Hamori, said she would “go to the ring
and will get my win” even as the abuse to-
wards Lin and Imane continued unabated
online. On Friday, Angela — who refused to
fight Imane — said she felt ‘sad’ for her op-
ponent. “If the IOC said she can fight, I respect
that decision. Actually, I want to apologise to
her and everyone else. [ was angry because
my Olympics had gone up in smoke.” Angela
added that if she met Imane again, she would
“embrace her”.

ButImane’s next opponent might not feel
the same way. Hungarian Luca Hamori said
she would ‘go to the ring and will get my win'.
On her social media, she reposted a story of a
womanina bikini with a caption: “Thisis the
girl who is fighting a male boxer tomorrow.”

Lin was subject to similar barbs on Friday.
But she drowned out the noise from the
stands to win the bout and get within sniff-
ing distance of a medal. However, when the
referee raised her hand, her Uzbeki oppo-
nent, Sitora Turdibekova, broke down and
refused to shake hands.

To beat heat at
village, Indian
athletes given
portable ACs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2

IN THE midst of an unprecedented heatwave
in Paris and much of France, the Indian sports
ministry has provided its Olympic contin-
gent 40 portable air-conditioners to ensure a
more comfortable stay at the Games Village.

Temperatures have soared at the Olympic
venues with the mercury touching 40 degree
Celsius on some days in the French Capital.

The organisers have not provided air-con-
ditioning at the Village as they are keen to re-
duce the carbon footprint of the Games.

“Taking into consideration the issues
faced by athletes at the Olympic Games
Village because of the temperature and hu-
midity in Paris, the Ministry of Sports de-
cided to provide 40 ACs in the Games Village
rooms where the Indian athletes are stay-
ing,” PTI quoted a source on the condition of
anonymity.

The decision to air-conditioners were
sent to the Games village after discussions
with the Indian Olympic Association and the
Indian Embassy in France.

“Consequent to the decision, the Indian
Embassy in France purchased the ACs and
delivered them to Games Village.”

Other contingents have also made their
own arrangements to deal with the heat af-
ter being less than satisfied with the facili-
ties at the Games Village to counter the
weather. The Paris Olympics Organising
Committee had decided against air-condi-
tioning and also limited meat, cheese and
dairy items on the menu to reduce carbon
emissions and make this the 'Green Games.'

Instead, the organisers had set up an un-
derfloor cooling mechanism and built-in in-
sulation to keep temperatures down at the
Games Village.

The purchase of the air-conditioners has
been funded by the sports ministry.
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Why China-Sweden TT rivalry isn’t bitter? Thank Jan-Ove Waldner

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
AUGUST 2

THE OTHER night in Paris, a 22-year-old
rookie knocked out the World No.1. Just an-
other upset in the cut-throat competitive
world of Olympics, you would say. Not really,
since the giant who fell was from China, the
giant-killer was a Swede, and the battle was
at the table tennis venue. The two table ten-
nis- obsessed nations have a past.

Wang Chuginlosing to Truls Moregardhin
the Round of 32 was a result that would have
shocked China and made them paranoid about
history's knack of repeating itself. Wang's de-
feat meant China wouldn't win both gold and
silver men's singles medals as they have done
in the last four Olympics. So, was it the snap-
ping of the streak that bothered China? Yes, it
would have certainly wounded their pride, but
the salt was the Swede.

This rare Chinese table tennis setback at
the 2024 Games would have brought back
tormenting memories of the late 1980s and
early 1990s - the period when China's long-
running march since the 1960s had faced a
temporary Swedish roadblock. Moregardh,
meanwhile, would have reminded the
Chinese of a handsome blond legend from
Stockholm - Jan-Ove Waldner, the man who,
back in the day, had tamed the dragon. He

was someone who the Chinese hated once
but later fell in love with. More about the
change of a billion hearts later.

Waldner was the prime-plotter of
Sweden's 5-0 washout of China at the 1989
World Championship. In 1992, he would go
on to win the Olympics gold. That was the
period when the Chinese champions, hold-
ing their paddles like a pen, didn't know what
hit them. The Swede, with his conventional
shakehand grip, was changing the game's
grammar.

Waldner would use every inch of the pad-
dle to vary spin, worked out new angles, and
his steps were measured. He played an en-
ergy-efficient game. Great serve and attack,
great receive and attack. But Waldner's
biggest asset was his mind that could sec-
ond-guess Chinese movements. He was
known as the Mozart of table tennis, he was
also its Pythagoras and Sigmund Freud.

The Swedish star also had 'hawk eye' vi-
sion, he could see what few could, former
Swedish player and Waldner's bio-grapher
Jens Fellke shares.

The Waldner journey has an important
India pit-stop. At the New Delhi World
Championships in 1987, he beat two Chinese
stars - Chen Longcan and Teng Yi - in the
quarters and semi-finals. In the final, he met
champion Jiang Jialiang, whom he lost to af-

ter a tough fight.
. |

Truls Moregardh beat World No.1 Wang Chuqin to secure a Rd of 16 spot. Reuters

Fellke would bump into Waldner in the
evening and would express regret at the
missed opportunity for the world title. “I said
something like this might be a chance that
might never come again. ]J-O looked a little
blankly at me, the lift doors on his floor clat-
tered open and before he stepped out he said
"It will',” he would recall. Two years later,
Waldner made good on his prediction, as he
thrashed all the Chinese who crossed his

path and went all the way.

Unusual inspiration

Around the time their paddlers were miss-
ing the podium, China was struggling to find
its feet in the new world. The early 1990s was
when the world was changing. The Soviet
Union was collapsing and China was at a cross-
roads. And here was alone Swede shaking the
very pillar that unified the vast nation. China

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

faced a dilemma. Should they change their
ping-pong philosophy and play like Waldner?

In a brilliant essay in The Times, ac-
claimed writer and a table tennis Olympian
Matthew Syed masterfully captures China's
confusion. His piece titled “Ping pong, China's
passion” was written in 2008, the year
Beijing hosted the Olympics and opened the
Iron Curtain. He wrote about the question
troubling China at that point and the possi-
ble answer that was staring the nation from
across the table. “How could a nation with
less than 10,000 participants withstand the
might of a country with more than 200 mil-
lion fanatics? ... Central to the answer was
Waldner,” he would write.

But how can they doit? “Since the 1950s,
table tennis principles had been taught as if
they were a branch of Mao’s infallible teach-
ings ... China was not merely unable to adapt
but could not bring itself even to contem-
plate change.”

Syed writes how China's then premier
Deng Xiaoping identified the problem.
“Chinese table tennis, like its moribund econ-
omy, was hamstrung by ideology.”

They needed Waldner clones to find their
lost glory and a big shift did take place.
“Waldner was no longer seen as a harbinger
of foreign cultural imperialism but was em-
braced as a symbol of the new commitment
to innovation,” Syed mentions.

China would embrace Waldner.
Restaurants were named after him, interna-
tional corporations would name him as their
ambassador to push their business in China.
Waldner would get a Chinese nickname. He
would be called Lao Wa, translated as Old
Waldner. Then the nation would go on to do
the unthinkable - they would issue a postal
stamp with a picture of the legend about to un-
leash his favourite serve. The Communist Party
had given the go-ahead - young Chinese pad-
dlers were watching, changing and improving,

Ina classicirony, Kong Linghui, a paddler
who had photocopied the Swede's game,
would defeat an ageing Waldner at the
Sydney Games in 2000. Soon China would
produce their own version of Waldner 2.0.
An introverted kid from Anshan province
would play the modern game and win two
Olympics gold medals and be the World
Champion three times. He is now considered
the uncontested GOAT. Thanks to China's
mystical selection process, defending champ
Ma Long, now 35, wasn't considered for sin-
gles at the Paris Olympics, but kept under
wraps for the team championship.

Paris will once again see a China vs
Sweden final. After beating China's No.1,
Moregardh now meets their No.2 - Fan
Zhendong. But somehow thisisn't a bitter ri-
valry. Callit Stockholm Syndrome or Lao Wa's

legacy.
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Lakshya one step closer

Sen defeats Chinese Taipei’s Chou Tien Chen in three games to keep India’s badminton hopes alive

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST 2

LAKSHYA SEN, genial, icy cool
and polite on court always,
looked prepared to raise hell, if
he was going to be denied his
stomp towards history at Port
de la Chapelle on Friday. Having
had to play one match more
than everyone else in Paris, and
handed the toughest path to a
medal, he had travelled too far
to now back away.

The last man standing from
the famously difficult Group L
of the Paris Olympics, and
Indian badminton's only re-
maining hope for amedal, stood
atthe net,asetand 7-8 downin
the second. He was eyeballing
the chair umpire, stubbornly
demanding to see a challenge
review of a line shot by Chinese
Taipei's Chou Tien Chen on the
giant screen. The shuttle had
caught the line, and a fuming
Sen stood in denial of this 1-
point lead ceded to Chen. He
lost his cool, growled walking
back to his receiving position,
and then the fuse exploded. It
scrunched into those seconds of
the standoff, just how badly he
wanted this win. The pristine
bloody-mindedness of adream
fromage 8, gave hima 19-21,21-
15, 21-12 victory as he reached
the Olympic semifinals, two
matches away from a medal.

He had been fighting for
every point, sending back out-
rageous, defensive retrieves and
cross smashes with an audible
punch, because the tall and
tricky Chen was hammering re-
turns away.

Between a panting heart and
flared nostrils, Sen found the
composure to sneak in two net
tumbles that were so precise
and clinical, it was like striking
a harp chord amidst a drum-
mer's cacophony. Clarity of shot-
making, processing the next
movement all the while hitting
insane heart rates, was how he
crescendoed a comeback. From
7-8 down, Sen reached 10-10,
with an angry cross smash. And
then never relented, despite
Chen's own shot quality never
dipping in anyway.

Thrice, in the last few years,
Sen had been taken to a decider
by Chen, and finished tamely.
Chenis aformer Top 4, rangy and

A s

Lakshya Sen joins PV Sindhu and Saina Nehwal in elite list of India shuttlers to reach the semifinals at an Olympic Games. AP

with endless control on carrying
on with a rally. His smashes hit
deep, and his net game isn't brit-
tle. But Sen's finishing in the sec-
ond set — after he pushed the ac-
celerator, and refused to peg
back the pace, made him a wor-
thy first male Indian to make
Olympic semifinals.

P Kashyap and K Srikanth
both had chances in quarterfi-
nals, but couldn't finish. Sen
brokered no such thoughts of
going downin a brutal, bruising,
energy sucking contest.

Pushing the pace of the ral-
lies knowing he could tire the
34-year-old out came with risks.
The Taiwanese loves the speedy
game. What he wasn't prepared
for was Sen hitting quality
strokes at that enhanced pace.
Exhaustion wasn't the factor
here, out-thinking Chen when
exploding away, was the test.
From 11-11 in the second, Sen

went to 18-13 by continuously
picking shuttles that came to his
low backhand in the front corner
and clears that looped high on
the forehand at the back corner.
He refused to blink in defense,
but unlike all past years and
tournaments and early exits
from tournaments, now Sen's at-
tack had the punch and sting
that comes from an unreal wrist
whippy action, given he is one of
the shortest of the Top 20 men.
Chen had kept a sedate pace
and played body dashes in the
opener to take it 21-19. In the
second, Sen refused to let him
slow down. He was error-less on
the net tumbles and threw him-
self around the court, running
back, scurrying diagonal all the
time striking the shuttle high.
He wasn't dawdling in defensive
rallies in Paris this whole last
week. Lakshya Sen was nailing
more winners than he ever has

Murray, an underrated great in
the shadow of the ‘Big 3, retires

NAMIT KUMAR
AUGUST 2

AFTER THE subdued, unexpect-
edly understated farewell to one
of the highlight members of the
greatest generation of men's ten-
nis, reactions were equally un-
derplayed. Andy Murray, paired
up with the ferocious Dan Evans,
was defeated in straight sets by
the American pair of Tommy Paul
and Taylor Fritz in the men's dou-
bles quarterfinals of the Paris
Olympics on Thursday in what
was his final competitive outing.
As the few members that filled
the stands displayed their affec-
tion, tears welled in his eyes as he
said goodbye, this time conclu-
sively.

Later, he did not lose his flair
for making light of the tough
hand he has been dealt in the fi-
nal years of his career. "Never
even liked tennis anyway," he
posted on X, hours after the
match on Thursday. Murray's
typically dry humour, and the
unspectacular reception from a
sparse crowd on a quiet Parisian
night, may give this event, along
time in the making, a sense of
contentment. But if the past five
years are anything to go by, it ev-
idently was not.

It was in January 2019 at the
Australian Open that Murray had,
true to form, converted a foregone
conclusion of a first round draw
matchintoafive-set grind, before
finally accepting defeat as his
body gave way. The tournament
organised a mawkish, premature
retirement ceremony. Hands
were shaken. Well-rehearsed
pleasantries were shared by for-
mer rivals and colleagues. Tears
were shed. That moment, and
Thursday's final outing, may
share similarities in being equally
undeserving a stage for a player
of Murray's stature to be bidding
farewell, but they could not feel
further apart. Over the past five

Andy Murray played his last
match on Thursday. Reuters

years, Murray has flirted with re-
tirement, got hip replacement, re-
turned to the tour with a metal
hip, faced several injury setbacks
and struggled with form, but
throughout, attempted to
squeeze every ounce of tennis
that his talent and fading body
could produce. These five years
may be the lowest point for
Murray's tennis, but at the same
time, perfectly symbolise the
tenacity and persistence he has
shown his entire career to con-
tinue to do what he really loves -
- competing on a tennis court --
no matter how hard it has been
to do it. Work-life balance was
never anoption. Alife post retire-
ment was never a goal. Tennis
was always the thing.

And if five full years seem too
much of a flashback, the past
week alone is a microcosm of all
the traits the 37-year-old has
come torepresent. Evans and him
stared down the barrel of defeat
twice only to inexplicably recover.

After bowing out of
Wimbledon doubles, Murray ex-
pressed regret, saying he wished
he could "play forever." By
Thursday, Murray had come to
terms with it all. "Even a few
months ago, I was told that I

wouldn’t be playing at the
Olympics and I wouldn’t be play-
ing at Wimbledon. So I feel also
lucky that I got that opportunity
to play here," he was quoted as
saying by The Guardian.

The Scotsman departs as an
underrated great forever in the
shadow of the 'Big Three' of Roger
Federer, Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal. A distinguished ca-
reer regardless -- with two sin-
gles Olympic golds, three Grand
Slam singles titles,and 46 weeks
spent at World No. 1 -- but the
trio thatlifted the bar and created
its toughest generation have 66
Major titles between them:;
Murray's haul pales in compari-
son. Yet at their peaks, especially
that of Nadal and Djokovic who
were the same age, Murray al-
most matched them in level of
tennis, constantly battling with
them in the later stages of the
most important tournaments.
There remained a sense of unful-
fillment of his talent, he only won
three of 11 Major finals he
reached, an aberration and poor
conversion rate for anyone inthe
sport, perhaps a sign of mental
rigidity that never let him unlock
his very best on the grand stage.

Ultimately, an Olympics
farewell was fitting. It was in
London 2012, reeling from a de-
feat in the Wimbledon final to
Federer, that he beat the Swissin
the final on the same court towin
gold, and took the next stage of
his career. Over the next year, he
won two Majors, including the
Wimbledon title that the ador-
ing British public were so desper-
ate to see him win - the touch of
irony in a proud Scotsman being
appropriated by dyed-in-the-
wool establishment Brits may be
an argument for another day.

As the seemingly never-end-
ing fight waned, Murray was glad
the end came on court: "I'mglad
that I got to go out here at the
Olympics and finish on my
terms."

in the past, as he raced to level
the sets.

Sen didn't blink in snappy
exchanges, he chased shuttles
that were floating wide like a
man possessed and he ran out
of challenges. Taking off at 13-8
in the decider, he simply refused
toallow Chen the final word, the
last say. A bunch of ambitious
Indian men have tried making
headway at the Olympics but
never could. Sen went to Paris,
refusing to fade away. "There's
lot more work to do. Now real
test starts,” he said at the end.
He's not finished yet.

Dream gold, proposal

AP adds: It was gold and dia-
monds for China badminton
player Huang Ya Qiong at the
Olympics on Friday.

Huang and partner Zheng
Siwei beat South Korea's Kim
Won-ho and Jeong Na-eun 21-8

21-11 in mixed doubles to cap
an unbeaten run in Paris.
Wearing the gold medal hung
around her neck, she said yes to
a wedding proposal by Li
Yuchen, another member of
China's badminton team.

"For me, the proposal is very
surprising because I have been
preparing for the game," Huang
said through an interpreter.

"Today I am an Olympic
champion and I got proposed
(to), so that's something I didn't
expect.”" Huang and Zheng, sil-
ver medalists at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021, went 3-0 in
group play to earn the top seed
in the quarterfinals. They fin-
ished the tournament 6-0 with-
out losing a game in the process.

Zheng said he got engaged
three years ago after losing in
the final and considers this a
better experience for her part-
ner.

On throwback pitch, Indian
batsmen find going tough

VENKATAKRISHNAB
AUGUST 2

THE SLOW pitch at the
Premadasa was a throwback to
the 90s. The seamers found
movement with the new ball, but
quick runs were in the offering
too. Once the spinners came on,
batsmen were in for a grind,
where they had toindulge in ones
and twos. The conditions dictated
batsmen to play a different brand
of cricket, but neither set of bats-
men quite mastered it. After a
seven-and-a-half hour slugfest,
there was nothing to separate
largely ordinary batting from
both teams as the first ODIended
inatie.

If not for Rohit
Sharma’s aggressive ap-
proach at the top where
he mixed aggression
with caution, India
would have fallen way
shortof the target of 231
on a pitch that got pro-
gressively slower under lights. At
71/0 after 10 overs, India were
cruising. But the Premadasa pitch
comes to life under lights, a famil-
iar sight of the 90s. And their spin-
ners often make a match out of
this. Every time India surged
ahead, the hosts hitback,atheme
that repeated throughout the
evening. When Shivam Dube
smashed a boundary off Charith
Asalanka over with 5 needed off
16 deliveries and two wickets in
hand, it appeared over. But
Asalanka dismissed Dube and
Arshdeep Singh off successive de-
liveries to tie the match. Playing
the first ODI in over six months,
rustiness of Indian batsmen was
evident. After Rohit gave them a
head start in the chase, making a
47-ball 58 which included seven
boundaries and three sixes, the
required run-rate remained un-
der control until the end. All that
India needed was one big part-
nership, if not two. But barring the
57-run stand between KL Rahul

and Axar Patel for the sixth
wicket, India’s batsmen lost the
way as Sri Lanka’s spinners took
9 of the 10 wickets. After Rohit’s
57,only Axar and Rahul managed
to cross 30s as Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer and Dube all squandered
starts.

Handy spinners

The Lankan pace attack is in-
experienced, but their spinners —
Wanindu Hasaranga, Dunith
Wellalage, Akila Dananjaya - are
all handy operators in home con-
ditions. Once the new ball became
soft, they made it difficult for
India’s batsmen. Like India’s spin-
ners, they altered the pace adeptlt,
mostly keeping it on 80kph or
thereabouts. As the ball got softer,
it gripped and turned.

But when Rahul and
Axar batted together, it
seemed India have fig-
ured their way out. Most
of theirruns cameinsin-
gles and twos as they
went without a bound-
ary for 52 deliveries. However,
with the game in their graspo,
Rahul would go for a sweep off
Hasaranga, only to top-edge it to
the short mid-wicket. India were
still41 runs away with 10 oversin
hand. But Asalanka ejected Axar
to keep the game on a knife’s
edge. All this could have been
avoided had India’s bowlers had
managed to close out the game
when Sri Lanka were 101/5 in
26.3 overs. Even Dunith
Wellalage, who top-scored with
an unbeaten 67, lived danger-
ously at the start, playing with
hard hands unsuitable on this
surface. But once he got through
the anxious period with a help
from DRS, the 21-year-old ear-
marked for a great career, showed
his mettle. With Liyanagae, he
stitched 41, before adding 36 and
46 with Hasaranga and Akila.

BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka
230 for 8 (Wellalage 67*; Axar 2-
33)tied withIndia 230 (Rohit 58;
Asalanka 3-30, Hasaranga 3-58)

After ninth gold, Biles says she loves her ‘black job’

Paris: Olympic gymnastics cham-
pion Simone Biles entered the fray
of the U.S. presidential race on
Friday with a post that appears to
clap back at former President
Donald Trump’s comment about
“Black jobs.”Ilove my black job,”
Biles posted on X, inresponse toa

post from singer Ricky Davila, who
had said: “Iconic photo of the
GOAT mastering her black joband
collecting Gold Medals."The ex-
change came hours after Biles
held off Brazil's Rebeca Andrade
to win the all-around Paris
Olympics gymnastics finals, tak-

ing home her ninth gold medal.
Trump, the 2024 Republican pres-
idential nominee, has been criti-
cized for arguing during his June
debate with Democratic President
Joe Biden that migrants are taking
“Black jobs” and “Hispanic jobs”
from Americans. AP

“INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE FORCE”

(MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS), GOVT. OF INDIA

RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF CONSTABLE (PIONEER)-2024

Indo Tibetan Border Police Force invites online applications from
cligible Male and Female Indian citizens (including subject of Nepal &
Bhutan) to fill up vacancies of Constable (Pioneer) Group 'C' Non-Gazetted
(Non-Ministerial) on temporary basis likely to be permanent in ITBPF in pay
scale, Level-3 in the Pay Matrix Rs. 21700-69100 (as per 7th CPC). Selected
candidates will be liable to serve anywhere in India or abroad. The applicants
are advised to check their eligibility before applying so as to avoid
disappointment at later stage.

2. Detail of vacancies as per post based roster are as under:-
(a) Constable (Carpenter)

Name of Post Category
UR SC ST OBC EWS Total
Constable (Carpenter) (Male) 31 04 02 10 14 61
Constable (Carpenter) Female| 05 01 0 02 02 10
Total 36 05 02 12 16 71
(b) Constable (Plumber)
Name of Post Category
UR SC ST OBC EWS Total
" Constable (Plumber) Male) | 22 | 03 | 01 08 | 10 | 44
Constable (Plumber) Female 04 01 0 1 02 08
Total 26 04 01 09 12 52
(c) Constable (Mason)
' Name of Post | Category
UR SC ST | OBC | EWS | Total
Constable (Mason) (Male) 27 03 02 10 12 54
~ Constable (Mason) Female | 05 | 01 | 0 02 | 02 | 10
Total 32 04 02 12 14 64
(d) Constable (Electrician)
Name of Post Category
UR SC OBC EWS Total
Constable (Electrician) (Male) 07 01 03 14
Constable (Electrician) Female 01 0 0 01
Total 08 01 03 15

Note:-

The vacancies are tentative and may increase or decrease without any
notice. Any change in the number of vacancies will be intimated through
ITBP Recruitment website 1.e. https://recruitment.itbpolice.nic.in.

a) ITBPF reserves the right to make changes in sequence of the
recruitment procedure after publication of this advertisement. ITBPF also
reserves the right to cancel or postpone the recruitment at any stage due
to administrative reasons.

3. ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS:

a) |Age Limit

Between 18 to 23 years

b) |Educational Qualifications:
1) Matriculation or equivalent from recognized board and

11) One year certificate course from a recognized Industrial Training Institute in the
trade of a Mason or Carpenter or Plumber or Electrician

c) |Cutoff date for Age and Relaxations:

2006 (10-09-2006).

Crucial date for determining the age limit will be the closing date for submission of]
online application i.e. 10/09/2024(10/09/2024). Candidates should not have been
born earlier than 11th September 2001, (11/09/2001) and later than 10th September

4- The candidates whose applications are found in order, shall be issued
admit cards (online) to appear in recruitment tests. Candidates have to
download online admit card from ITBPF recruitment website
https://recruitment.itbpolice.nic.in. Therefore, candidates should provide
genuine and functional e-mail ID and mobile number at the time of filling
online application form. ITBP will not be responsible in case of any failure
of the candidate not receiving admit card online.

5- Applications from candidates will be accepted only through ONLINE
MODE on https://recruitment.itbpolice.nic.in. No offline application will
be accepted. For detailed information about pay & allowances, eligibility
conditions, procedure of filling online application form, recruitment
procedure and tests etc., the applicants are advised to go through the
detailed advertisement appearing on the ITBPF recruitment website i.e.
https://recruitment.itbpolice.nic.in. Any further information/notification in
respect to this recruitment will be made on the ITBPF recruitment website
only. Hence, applicants are advised to log in the ITBPF recruitment website
from time to time and also advised to go through eligibility criteria carefully
before applying to avoid disappointment at later stage.

6. The selection process will consist of Physical Efficiency Test (PET),
Physical Standard Test (PST), Written Examination, Trade Test and Detailed
Medical Examination (DME)/Review Medical Examination (RME).

7. Medical Examination to assess the fitness of candidates will be conducted
in terms of Uniform Guidelines for Recruitment Medical Examination for
GOs and NGOs in CAPFs and AR issued vide MHA U.O. No. A.VI-1/2014-
Rectt(SSB) dated 20.05.2015 and as amended from time to time by the
Government and A.VIL.I/14-Rectt(SSB) dated 24-08-2015 as amended from
time to time by the Government.

ONLINE APPLICATION MODE WILL BE OPENED W.E.F. 12-08-2024
(12-08-2024) AT 00:01 AM AND WILL BE CLOSED ON (10-09-2024)
10-09-2024 AT 11:59 PM.
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