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MIDDLE EAST WAR

Calls for
revenge as

[ran mourns
Hamas chief

Militants uree ‘day of turious rage

Arab Mews . o0l

Iran staged a public
Muneral service on
Thursday lor assassinated
Hamas political chief
Ismall Hanlveh amid calls
for revenge for his death.

supreme  Leader
All  Ehamenel led pravers
for Haniveh after moumers
mmcluding women shrowded in
black carried posiers and Pales
tnan lags n 8 procession Uhal
regan Al Tehran University
President Masowd Pezeshkian
and Revolutionary Guards chief
Fen. Hosseln Salaml attended
the Cerefmony

Hanmyeh's body was then flown
to Qatar, where he had lived and
where he will be buried on Fricday.
Harmas called for a “dav of furious
rage” in the occupied Palestinian
territories amnd across the reglon.
“Let roaring anger marches star
fromm every mosque” 1t saad

Hamyveh was assassinated
in 4 presumed Ismacli missile
attack in Tehran on Wednesday,
ours  afier Hezhollah
comimander Fuad Shikr
kKilled by an Israch drone sirike
in south Beirut.

Hezbollah chief Hassan
Masrallah, addressing Shukr's
funeral on Thursday, said lsrack
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~ JEDDAH SEASON

Jeddah Season has cmerged as

a platform for youth employment

anid skill development, attracting
voung saudi talents. P&

- PRISONER SWAP

UE journalist Evan Gershhovich
anicl Tormer US marine Paul
Whelan webe released in one of
the bigrest East-West prisoner
swaps since the Cold War. PB

"MIDEAST AIRLINES

Mideast airlines wilnessed a
0.6 percent growth in passenger
demand in June compared to the

sime periodd i 20053 PN

Avatollah

SETIHIE

Wil

and "those who are behind
it must awalt our inevitable
response. You do not knosy what
red lines vou crossed.”

Before the fumerals, lramtan
ilfThckals Tehran  with
representatives of the so-called
"axis of resistance™ o discuss
their next steps. “Two scenarsos
were distussed: a simultaneoons
response Trorm Ivan and s allies

N d '-il-ili..'El.‘I'l'."l.I respadase from each

el I

SPEEDREAD

Hezboliah chief Nasrallah
sald lsrasl and “those who
are bahind it must await
our ineyrtable response.’

party,” a Hezlollah source said.

Israel warned its adversaries
they would “pay & very high
price lor any aggression.” Prime
Minister HBenjamin Netanyahu
sadel: “Tsraed 15 at a very high level
e preparation [Oor any scenar,
both defensive and  offensive
[hose who attack us, we will
attack in return.”

The forelen ministers of Jordan
andl Egvpl blamed Israel Tor
rsing fenssons, and called for
“die-escalation.”

*Helated reporta Fnoos 6 A
# Crplinlon: Yossl Mekelberg

The Voice of a Changing Region
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Supportars and relatives of laraslls held hastage by the Palestinian milltant Hamas movement in the
Gaza Strip singe the Oct. T attmcks demonstrate in Tel Aviv on Thursday demanding their release. ° 7

BOOST FOR ECONOMY

m o

CIVIL WAR

Famine

officially
declared
inSudan

drab Mows 1

The civil war in Sudan and restric-
tion= on awl have caosed famine
in North Darfur, food security
experts sakd on Thursday.

The finding, linked to an inter-
nationally recognized standad
known as e Integrated Food
Security Phase  Classification,
is only the third time a famine
determination has been made
stnce the system was set up 20
VEArS g,

It shows how starvation and
ciscase are taking a deadly toll
in Sudan, where more than 15
months of war between the
army and the paramilitary Kapid

FASTFACT

Soma victims have been
forced to eat leaves and soll,
and satellite Imagery showed
cermeteries axpanding Fast as

starvation and disease spread,

Support Forces have created the
workl's biggest miemal displace-
ment crisis and left 25 mallion
peaple — half the population — in
urgent eed of humaniiarian aid.
An official review comimitiee
fonind there was acute malnwtri-
thofn and deaths meeting famine
crileria i the ZameEam campy,
which houses 5000040 displaced
people. Parnmilitary forces are
beesieming the area and no aid has
reached the camp for months,

The Islamic Reliel chariis
sald rising numbers of children
needed treatment in clinics

across sucdan, “It is nod too late
for them, but time 8 ranning
oust,” it said.

Iraq signs deal with oil giant to develop Rhirkuk fields

Previous agreement with BP was put on hold after Daesh seized swaths of country

Arabh Mews |

Irag signed an agrecment with oil
giant BP in Baghdad on Thursday
1 develop four oll and gas fhelds
in the northern Kirkuk region.

The Brtish company and Irag's
Ol Ministry had signed a letter
of intent in 2013 1o study the
development of the glant Kirkuk
cillfield. which contains  aboud
g hillion harmels of recoverabde
el

Bt that deal was pat on haold
in 2N+ when the Iraq army

collapsed in the face of Daesh's
sWwetping advance in northern
and westem Irag. allowing the
Rurdish regional government to
fake contrsd of the Rirkak regon.

The deal was sigawed
by Drasey™s Ol Minister
Hayan Abded Ghani
aml B CEO Murray
Anchincloss in the

presence of Prime
Mini ster Mol

Sshiia Al-Saclani.

Baghdad regained full controd
in 2007 after a laied Rurdish
independence referendom.

BF will now start drawing up
A majr plan o boost ouipiit

capacity of crude oil and gas from
the Kirkulk, Bal Hasan, Jambour
and Khabbaz felds, [mag Okl
Ministry officials said.

The Ritkuk fAelds reservolr
was discoversd in 1927 and s
where Irag’s ol mdustry was
founded.

Iraq i= the scoond-bigsest
OFEC producer behind Sandi
Arabia, CAPACItY 1o
prodiuce almost 5 million barrels
of oal a day.

B sabd rehabilitetion of exdsting

with  the

fecilities amd the constmuctan of

new ones, including gas expan-

ghon projects and a  drilling
program in Kiokuk, had the

potential to stabilize production
anel reverse previous decline,

2 Rivals «Vol. XLIX
Now 240 <16 pages
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The GOC and the Assoclation of Southeast
Aslan Natlons are committed to strengthening
cooperation to achiove mutually desired goals
dasaim Al-Budalwi

Secratary-mananl of GGC

Rhahiran
Aramco exhibition

“Arnmeorama” exhibltion cel-
ebrates the legacy of Sawdl Ar-
amoo through carehlly curated
historical images, documents
and artifacts that capiure the
creathon of the company and it
pioneering efforis.

p_—

AlUla

Helicopter tour

Take to the skies to expen-
ence the breath-taking views
of stunning desert vistas and
1icomc landmarks of Allla, such
as Elephant Rock and World
UNESCO site, Hegra

Jaddah

The Laboratory

Challenge darkness and fnd ol
the: truth behind the door of the
secret laboratory, unravel the
hikdden secrets in the other di-
mensions that go beyond reality

and imagination, and discover
new workds.

Jeddah

Haunted Pirates

An integrated and diverse
horror sone in City Walk that
irvcluncles a group of different
experiences siitable for all age
eroups and gives visitors a thnll-
ing and entertaining me.

1 heRe

a " 'Z:.'_,. i':;lr""l I ;
hve Sawdi minister of
Islamic affairs. dawah
and guidance, Abdullatif
Al-Asheikh, sipned an
agreement with Nigeria's Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs in Jed-
dah on Thursday, with the aim of
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THE FICTURES THAT glﬂhﬂl THE DAY

strengthening cooperation between
the nations in efforts to promote the
understanding of Islam and its mes-
sage of tolerance, and ralsing cultural
Awireness amaong Muslims.

The deal will include training for
Nigerian mmams and other religious

ISter

- -.1..-# * .:'._. -::. - 1 '.':'E:-.l_ .‘

Agures in topics such as preaching
and teaching of the Arabic Innguage.
It also covers collaboration in affairs
relating to mosques, inclhoding
consiruction, maintenance and resia-
ration, and the training and develop-
micent of mosgue staff

l i ;." (l J'Ir HTI’E‘I]dng Tolays hot tapics explained by Nada Jan

SUPERHEROES

#“SpiderManDay

Aug. | marks the day
superhero fans celebeate
the Mendly netghborhood-
swinging Spacler-Man.

The character Spider-Man is one of
the most wiklely loved superheroes
across the globe, as the character allows
amy chillel, ar aclult, to put o the suil
writhout the need to reveal ethnicity.

Spider-Man first appeared in Mar-
ve]l Comics” "Amazing Fanlasy #15" in
August 19632, created by Stan Lee and
Steve Ditleo, and since then the chamc
ter has captured the hearts of millions
af people,

With the number of his admirers
growing., X users [ooded their feeds
with Spider-Man content, making #5gmi-
derManliay a globally trending hashtag.

AURA

Yusuf Dikec

The Turkish shooter Yusuf
[hlkec has captivated hearts

q with his casual attitude dur-
I the Olyrpeics.

The 51-vear-old garnered worldwide
attention with hus performance at the
events I0-meter alr pdstol mixed tesm
competition, his relaxed stance being
the notable feature.

The way he appeared with his
hand in his pocket looking like
a hitiman from a meovie, and had
Just regular evegdasses and eare-
plugzs, undithe other compeh-
tors who were cquipped with
famcy eye and ear covers, won
hiearis

Many commented that Dikec
looked like he had walked out of
the audience to participate
in the Odympics, which
syl vodumes for
his confidence.

After sending
the internet nto
meltdown with
his chilled-out
aura, Dikec
claimed a silver

Arab Mews J=ddoh
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& EVA, the vllimate virtiial

world of competitive gaming,
EVA s somet hing for every-
e, The arena s located at Gar-

Betrut, The site also provides
an apportunity to share a coffes
with friends or have a bite, relax

mieclal for his country

Social media users flooded platforms
with his picture and posts of praise, with
ahe post on X reaching 48 million views,

*Turkish shooter Yasul Dikec i a
legend for this,” wrote Bleacher Beport
aon X, alongside a few plctunes

LADHible wrote: “This is what you call
auriL Looking blse he st came out of the
crowd and gave it a go. He just casunlly
toodk home silver at the Olympics”

Enirepreneur Joe Porpliano
pasted: “T love how everyvone
uses specialioed lenses for
shooting to avoid biur and
increase precision. Hut then Tar-
Kive semds out a guy who looks
like hve just packed up the gun
for fun aned wins sibyver”
Wlany impressed us-
ers madle Lan edits
with his photos,
' making him look
like a movie
gtar, while oth-
ersdrew him
45 a hitman

character from
1 comic baoodr

Todqys
Number

NEOM, the sustainable develop-

ment progect in northwest Saud
Arabia, ha= saidd that SO,CH(0
people benefited from its social
responsibility programs over the
st year,

Review

Sunset Oasis

RAHAF JAMD|

“Sunset Oasis.” by Bahaa
Taher, Is a captivating historical
noved that transports readers
to the captivating world of
Teth-century Egypt. The story
follows the life of Asma, a
WoLng woman who finds harsalf
caught up in the turbulent
evants of the time.

Set in the Ottoman ara,
the novel opens with Asma
living a quiet life in the remote
casle town of Siwa, tending
her family's date palm grove
and dreaming of a Bfe bayond
the confines of the desart,
However, her world s upended
when she is forced to flee
Shwa and take refuge In the
busting city of Cairo, There,
she encounters Mahmoud Abul
Ala, a charismatic revolutionary
who draws har into the growing
resistance movement aganst
the ocouplers,

As Asma becomes more
deaply involved in the fight for
Egyvptian indepandancea, she
misst grapple with the ethical
complexities of the conflict
and the personal sacriflces it
darmands. Taher masterfully
weaves together Asma's
intimate personal journey with
the larger historical forces at
play, creating a richly texturad
narrative that explores themes
of identity, duty, and the hisman
costs of political upheaval,

One of the novel's strengths |s
its vivid and Immersive depection

of 19th-century Egypl.
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Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Fajf Sumrise  Dhuhr

Asr Maghrel sk

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

reality gaming cxpericnce, is a
groundbreaking new form of
egparts which will transpor
participants into massive arenas
where they will face off against
other players in epic battles.
Whether you are a seasoned
esports veleran or new to the

denia Flaza in Jidhafs, Bahrain,

® Local producers are selling
frukts, vegetables, Nowers, and
househidd items every Sunday
in a family environment at Bad-
aro Farmers Market, which is
located at College Saint Sauveur,

and enjoy the city, The marked
runs until Dec, 29,

® “A Sneak Peek™ Exhibitlon at
Gatar Auto Museum explones
the past, present, and futare of Abha
the automobile and its impact
on global life and culture

Aug. 2
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These svstems don’t only protect
LEsers hut encourage positive play.
Maria Laurs Scurl

» ] | | -
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Poagrity at EBL FASET Groug

Mara than B0%
of gamers have
Experienoed

harassmant in a
miuttiplayer game

28,

Players who have
stopped playing
their favorite Fames
because of toxic
behavior.
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FIGHTING TOXICITY
IN ONLINE GAMING

SAUDI ARABIA

EYE ON

A.l:)

Artificial intelligence
tooks swuch as
Minerva halp human
moderators maks
guncker and better
decisions to fight
toxheity, at a scale far
absove mmanusl review.

4br|

Monarva hos reviesed
more than 4bn
messages on the
FACEIT platform.

Om

Minerva has sent out
over Bm cormactive
actions T ETNPOVE
player interactions

and police bad actors.

Enter the Al moderator

Cheating and harassment in multiplayer online games could be a thing of the past thanks to automated analysis

e ranging from in-game actions a key market for gaming. r pp— — . "thanks to the wealth of data "Counter-Strike 2% was
e T tericfing and sabotapging A report by the US-Sandi l }] [ ) 1||i '[,“ h\{]“f’"m] Mincrva has analyzed.” released on the FACEIT
As the world's leading teammates) to verbal and text Business Council found thal “The Al has a human-like platform in September Last
online platform for abuse (mic spam, insults and mare than 68 percent of young FACEIT is an esports uncerstanding of interpersonal — vear. There are several punish-
competitive gaming, cursing! (o largeled allacks Sauch Arabia cilizens and 58 platform founded in interactions. For example, nod ments thal Minerya can
FACEIT is leveraging the based on a player’s identity percent of the population as a 2012 that ad""'"'ﬂﬂl'” every curse word or prece of dish out if wsers act owl
power of Al Lo ensure (sexism, racism and more) whale self-identify as gamers. leagues for games including slang is malicious” she said. Players who violate FACEIT s
a sale environment lor Maria Laura Scuri, vice sourl savs Al tools like "Countor-Strie 2. “Instead, Minerva looks code of conduct may be
its glohal 25 million president of labs and commu- Minerva help human medera: b 50199 FAGEIT ard for patterns in behavior and tempararily banned, face
nser community. nity integrity at ESL FACEIT tors make quicker and better ! ts company ESL ware thi= futll comtext of text and multi-year suspension, or
Group, told Arah News. decisions to fight toxicity. acquired by Saudi Arabia's voloe messages (o determine receive a warning. Meanwhile,

The FACEIT platform uses "ACEIT 15 the digital platform  “These systems don't only Savvy Games Group for $1.5bn, I belavior is worthy of & flag. “cocldowns™ are fime-hased
Minerva, a specialized Al aflering ol ESL FACEIT Group, profect users bul encourage As a whole, this work allows restrictions placed on accounts
technology thal can under- A gaming and esports company posilive play, be it by acknowl- FACEIT s Minerea FACEIT to not only efficiently for smaller infractions,
stand in-game actions and procured for $£1.5 billion in cdging players' impact on & Fis a specialized Al ilentify bad behavior, but do It is hoped that the automatic
other non-text chat behav- 20022 by Saudi Arabia’s Savvy improving their comimuity technology that analyzes g0 At a scale that meaningiully detection of such viola-
lors, identifying trends that Games Group, which is 100 and the FACEIT platform,” iﬂdmﬂtmtl:? text, audic shapes how players experi- tons by Minerva will make
sETesi ;:-|||||'.-.||||-|'I'-.|||.1||:|5-:|'|i||. PeEreeTil ow el ||].' [ fyee Coanlry's SO SV i syslem and the behavioral datn. cAce Lheir favorste games.” |'||:|||||'I:|1i1.':' Framing Lairer and

“"Toxicity and harassment Fubfic Investment Fund. Is “almost human™ in s Popular multuplayer ensure the online enviren-
take many shapes and forms, Saudi Arabia is considered Judgment and performance first-person shooder gume ment is safe and enjovable,

Navigating ethical dilemmas in reproductive tech

RAFAEL HERNANDEZ DE SANTIAGD

magine a world where the miracle
af childbirth = no longer bounc by
biology, Enter " The Pod Genera-
ton,” & Ailm worth watching, where
artificial wombs (or pods) can be
rented, allowing parents to cof-
tinue their busy lives while their offspring
gestate in sleek, transparent orbs.
o the surface, this seems like the
I:'Iilﬂl FIEIE" 1 II. AN T _".;r:. INaeE" FTILE E] I1I'r:
sickness, no strefch marks and ne labor
pains Just a guick swipe of the credit card
and, nine months later, voila. Your baby
s ready topidck upe But beneath this shiny
verder Hes a nest of ethilcal conundmims.
The: pod svstem promeses unparalleled
efficiency. Imagine balancing a high-
powered career with Tamily lfe, free from
the physical constrames of pregnancy

Women can shatter the glass ceiling without
worrving aboant thedr hiological clocks
From an eLhical standpoint, thee pods
could democratize reproduction. Individ
nals with infertility issues or health risks
can experience the joyvs of parenthood
without the barmiers posed by tradh
tional gestation. Ina world cheessed
with equality and inclusivity, this seems
ke a step in the right direction,
However, Lhe pods, much ke any Al,
are anly as good as their programming. Al
For all its promise, is not immune to bias.
Reproductive technologies, influenced by
the clata and preferences they are Fed, couled
madvertently perpetuale socwetal brases, Rafoel Hemancer de Sarviag
Take, for example, the alzorithms wiacount of ERtas s d

Oy n bl TiaTho nddl Sl g b

i 1 N pr B 1 B 1 " 1 TE ol Lo
determinkng e optimal genetic tradls. sl Arabis sl working &

Who decices whal is “optimal® Do we the GuF fesaamh O

risk slicing down the slippery slope of

etigenics, crafting a generatbon of desipner

babaes based on superhcial sdeals? If
we are ol vigilant, our silent acguies-
cefce cotild lead ws down a dark path
Let us also address the elephant in the
rocim — reproduction bias, Al systems
trained on historical data often inherit the
prefudices embsedded within that dat,
Tagginee a pod svstem that, based on
shewed data, [avors certain genetic
traits over others, This could exacerbate
existing social inequalities, creating a
society where diversity is sacrificed at
the altar of artificial “perfection.” Tn o
quest for convenience, are we at risk of
treating human life as a mere product?
Diespite Uhye T viels of AL thers

15 adso an preplaceabde value i the

hurman towuch, Pregnancy, with all its
trlals and tribulations, fosters a unbgue
bond between mother and child. i
i= & comnection that no sterile pod,
I‘Ille.'I.'I_'lu L1 | iIl!l!'.'jIEI:-I'l:'II_ sl |1'||||r'.'|!I-e'.

Perhaps i1 is through these natural
processes, painful as they may be, that the
essence of humanity is truly preserved.

The integration of Al into human
P CIan 15 |!:-.l||.1r|-|'|||;.'..||'l_
teclenng between the uloman and Lhe
dyvstopian. The key lies in vigilance,
cmpathy and ethical foresight.

The future is full of promise amnd peril.
It i5 up to us o navignte this brave nesy
wiorkd with wisdom and cantion. Let
s hope that in cur forward march,
we clo ol bese skghit of the humanity

that makes life worth Iiving,
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ESPORTS WORLD CUP

Qiddiya City to host
Final Fantasy VII
Rebirth exhibition

Role-plaving game's producer and divector to leature at event

Arab Mews Hyadn

Qiddiya Clty, a destination
for entertalnment,
sports and culture,

has collaborated with
International video game
publisher Square Endx (o
bring “Final Fantasy VII
Rehirth® to The Bonlevard in

the heart of Riyadh, during
the 2024 Esports World Cup.

The evenl will run from Aug. 11
with Final Famtasy VII Rebirth
producer Yoshinori Ritase  and
director Naoki Hamaguchi making
2 special appearance at the event
o AE. 16,

Visalors can immerse Uhemseves
m thee story of the role-playing game
& the more than L5000-square-
foot retrospective experience takes
the form of the legendary city of
Midegar, complete with scaled
replicas of the In-game vehickes
Ty Bronco andd the Bugey.

Fans wall have the oppor-
tunity to play the game at the
evenl. Addibonally, VIFP ticket

halders can win prizes, inclsding
limited-edition sigred posters amd
merchandise,

Fans can attend a one-nghl
event featuring a special presenda-
tion and Q&A session with Ritase
amd Hamagzuachi as they share thedr
experiences of creating the game,

The evernl will take place ai

FASTFACT

Fans will have the
opportunity to play the game
at the avant. Additionally,
VIP ticket holders can win
prizes, inoluding limited-
edition signed posters

and merchandise,

Rivadh's Falcons Team HQ al B
pm. Tickets can be purchased
from Aug. 1 on WeHook oom.
For intermational fans, the evenl
will be Ive-streamesd on Twatch
amd supporied by a live walch
party featuring popular saming
influercers,

Artnab Bhattacharva, director of
strategy [or the Gaming & Esports
District at Qiddiva. saik "The
bepend of Final Fantasy VI, with
beloved relatable characters, an
imcredible story, stunning art ancd
epic soundirack, is exactly the type
of interactive experience we aspire
Lo dediver to gaming fans across the
globwe as we continee o develop
the wonder and bore of Ciddia
Cily's Gaming & Esporis [hsirict.”
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Commarclal activitios durling the seasoen raRge from food and beoverage services to diverse marketing inltinthees. -F5

Jeddah Season boosts youth
employment and skills development

Bk Jescraah

Jeddah Season 20024 has emerged
as a sigmificant platform  for
vouth cmployment and skill
development, ativacting young
talents and providing them with
opporiunities o showease thedr
creativity and gain valuable work
CX[CTECTICE.

The event has focused on
recruiting voung talents  and
ecreative  individuals 1o partict-
pale iR various activities, offering
them chances to display their
skills i product  developamen!
and desigm. Additionally, it has

created numerous job opportu-
nities, allowing youths to goin
practical experience and fnan-
cial benefits, particularly during
the summer scason.

The National Center for Events,
through its “Matlooh™ placform,
has  opened
voung men and women o work
In  various capactbes durnng
the Jeddah Season 2024, Roles
inciude event organization, game
(el an andd visliar reCepion,
providiing  ennching profes-
sional experiences that enhance
practical abilites,

The: National Center [or Evenits

regi=iration  for

15 a Sauch entity that focuses on
pionecring the development and
growih of 4 promising waorld-
class events sector,

Commercial activities during
the season, ranging from
food and beverage services
o creative design  exhibitions
and diverse marketing  initia-
tives, have seen notable compe-
tition among voung Saudi
nationals, including students.
These young peopde are deliv-
ering high-quality, professional
services and ocontributing  to
tourism  guldance anmd  event
oranization lor visitors,

TheSpace

ee Transformation of

the luxury industry
throughout history

GAAD MAJDY BASLOM

e oncept of luxury has bean a
fundamental part of human civilization
for thousands of years, serving as a
symbol of status, poswer and one's
position in the societal hierarchy. From
ancient times to the modern era, the definition
of houry has undergone major transformations.
I thes articla, we will dahwe into the historical
developrment of |luxury, exarmining s changing
nature, its basic functions, and the social
implications it has had across different eras,
We will explore how the concept of luxury has
shifted bean reformulated, regulated and

in ancient Greecs [the debate l:l'lulﬂr|L|Il.l':|I']: The
Gireeks had a complex refationship with luxury,
While some saw it as a positive force driving
societal improvement, others saw it as a threat to
virbue, This duality reflects musch of the very early
debate in human history about the interpretation
and role of luxury and its broad affects on soclety.

Medieval and Renaissance

views on luxury

The Middle Ages: Luxury was usually seen as a sin,
Dwring the Middie Ages, luwoury was often aguated
with earthly pleasures and was viewed as a vice.

democratized, reflecting e The Christian church called

broader aultural, economic and & far humility and considered

sockal transformations. axcagsive wealth and luswry as
The Renaissance marked 0

Luxury origins ashiftintheconceptol . .o cnacted to reguiate

in early societies luxury, while itwasstill o eotrict usury to maintain

Luury trade is one of the oldest ina morphology. soclal order and prevent moral

forma of businesa, dating back

to ancient civilizations, In sarly socleties, ooy
items were not just matenal possessions, but
symbols of power and status. Preciows jewelny,
elaborate clothing and intricately designed
antlgues often accompanied the alite in life and
death. They sarved as signs of their high soclal
SlRiuUS.

Anchent Egypt: Lusury was ambodiad In
splendor and exclusivity. The pharachs and
priests used unury tems such as perfumes and
omate antiques to indicate their high status and
divime connoction

Anclent Asian socleties: Jewelry and weapons,
Luseury tems such as jewalry and weapons found at
n:rnl‘tu-nh;.gi-nn] sifoes indioate hiE:h social stancdards
and the importance of luxury comes from its rode in

decay. Thasa laws were designed
to reducs axtravagancs and ensure that luoery did

not disrupt the social and moral fabne of society,

The Renaissance Era:

The era of luxury rebirth

The Renamsance marked a shift in the concept
of luxury, while it was still in a morphology and
reformulation phase. Beauty and the joys of |ife
began to be appreciated again, and aristocrats
and the emerging bourgeoisie embraced
howry as & means of demonstrating powsr and

sophistication.

Sl Mg 1Sy BlRHa™ af riedre el B :,'—.l.'-.--l" e s i
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distinguishing between social classes.
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THE BEST ©OF THE REST
LEARN 2024 Vision 2030 Investment
Global experts to Asir's deputy Fish farmings
discuss education emir discusses vital food security

in Riyadh

Fliyacth is =eq 1o host the
edlucational conderenos LEARN
20024 om Ot 67,

The two-day event aligns with
Sanicll Visdom 2000 poals fo
i The quiality’ of lile threugh
educational excellemee,

The event will featune mone
than 120 speeakers from global
sERerTment sectors, dhistry
leaders, and academic pdoneers,
with arcumd 2000 attemndees,
inclucing key stakeholders
sl i1|.-:|'|,:.-l|.'_'.'|§|1lll.|r'|:||1-r:-i.

The conference will expdore
coucation’s role in achieving the
targeis of Saadl Vision 2050,

AN Riyadh

tourism challenges

The depuity emlr of Asir, Prince
Ehalid bin Sattam, said that

it is important to harmess all
local capabilities to ensure that
pourists and otlver visitors to the
regrion are able 1o fully enjoy all
the attractions and services i
has to offer.

Hie was speaking during his
weekly meeting at the Roval Hall
in Al-Khalidiy, Abha, that he
hiosts to discuss with residents
aticl offv-dals the ssanes and
challenges facing the region amd
its peogde, Also present wiere
represeniatves of povernmeni
departiments and the military,
boaarist guddes. SPA Abka

role highlighted

Fish Farming ks vital Tor the
Fingdom's food secunty needs,
acoording to Rivadh Al-Fageeh,
eeneral divector of the National
Center of Fisheries.

Al-Fageeh said there are
significant mvestment
opportunities in the industry,
in line with the ohjectives of
Saudi Vision 2050 to bodost
agriculture, the Saudi Press
Agency reported recently.

He sabd the center was
[l ‘I'rr1:|'-|ll-|_':|-:|v|'.=1:|.g'-|:- Ti]
Jeddah, and subseqieenthy
developed partnerships with
a number of international
organizations. SPA Jeddah

e Follow firnkb News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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Tareq Al-Thagafi flakkah

Over 5S040 elderly men
and women, including

a 105-vear-old woman,
participated in the
literacy campaign held
this summer by the Saudl
Minlstry of Education,
represented by the
General Administration
of Education, in Jazan.

Around 233 make and 598 female
students enrolled In 28 educa-
Homal centers across Lhe reglon
in  Samtah, Ahad al-Masar-
ihah, Al-Harth and Al-Arwdhah
EOVErnorates.

several educational, cultural,
sl amwl health activities and
events were held i partnership
with govermmenl agencics and
the nonprofit sector.

These activities aim to develop

NEVER TOO LATE

Shaqraa Tohari, aged 105,
shatters literacy barriers in Jazan

Learning to read and write a key pillar of the governments efforts to empower elderly citizens

| pes, -
e N

Shagraa Tohan, 109, srvolind at Al-Dabra sducational center in Ahagd
Al Musarihah, reflecting her strong dosire to lbarn rosding and writing. S0 b

the beneficiartes™ lfe skills
and ensure they achbeve their
educational and cultural goals
to guarantec their equitable
and comprehensive  gquality
education.

Cine such student was 105-year-
ol Shagraa Tohan, who enrolbed
at Al-Dabra educational center
in Ahad Al-Masarihah, reflecting
b stromgs desire to bearm reading
and writing.

St said she felt elated stamding
meXt to the board to wrilie the
alphabet, or sitting on her seal
o wrile and read numbers, or

=l Surah Al-Fatiha or short
surahs from the Holy Qurian,
while enjoving the support of
het teachers.

"1 was passionate  abouod
lcaming how o read and write,
even if [ am past 100 vears old. It
i5 & deeam 1 have waited (o realize
for many vears and decades”
she sabd.

“Diespite all the challenges and
the fact of me gelting older, Uis
ciream has become a reality, I is
a golden opportunity that 1 could
have never missed ™ said Tohari.

The centurion reveabed that
she spent her life raising her Hve
sons and four daughters. She
educated them and dedicated
her life for them.

However, i the depth of her

FASTFACT

Mother of nine is just one
of more than 800 elderly
paopla in the region to take
part In literacy campaign.

soul, she always wished to be
able to teach them and help them
do their bomework.

“The Kimgdom's interest in
providing education for all and
eradicating illiteracy helped me
achieve my dream, It motivated
mé and the women [om my
village to move forward in terms
of learning and caich up with
what we have missed.

“Education amd  learning
are  everyones dream, aimed
towards eradicating ignorance
and illiteracy.

“{Wee) have been enrching our
Enowledpe with simple science

facts provided by their teacher
in the elderdy education center”
s b acldhed.

Tohari™s son, Ibrahim, said thai
his mother was extremely happy
o enroll in the adult educa-
[WOE PIOETaAm, as It represents
the dream she has been waiting
te achieve for many decades,
belicving In her right to learn,
write and read, like other women.

Ihrahim’s sister, Nourah, drives
their mother to the educattonal
center every afternoon, and her
other chibdren help her with

si-hinodwork

Om  suwecessfully  completing
her first vear, Thrahim  said,
the women of the villape were
extremely proud of his mother.

Ispaliim wiai
cisfinguishes his mother 15 her
kecnness and determination to
complete her studies and learn
new sithpecis

stated  thai

SPA Talf

The juniper tree, revered as the
“Lady of Trees®™ and a symbaol
of Iush forests and towering
mountains i Sawdi Arabia, plays
a pdvatal robe In maintaining the
delicale balance of termrestrial
eoDSyslems.

Serving &= a refuge Tor wildlife,
these ancient trees have stood
the test of e, creating vital
hahitats across the provinoes of
Taif, Al-Baha and Asir, the Saudi
Press Agency recently reported,

Under the watchful care of

the National Center for Vegela
Hon Cover Development and
Combating  Desertification, the
venerable junipers are nuriured
o ensure their longevity and
s feguard natural resources.

Preventing
practuces and [osterng contin:
wous guklance and awarencss,
especially  amidst the influx
of tourisis to the Al-Hada and
Al-Shafa villages in the Makkah
eI, femalns a top prionty,

Dir. Ahmed Al-Ghamadl, director-
general of research and inpova-
ton at the NCOVC, emphasised

deirimental

RICH BIODIVERSITY

‘Lady of Trees’ are nature’s sentinels in Sarawat Mountains

An officer of the National Center for Vegetation Cover Dievalopment and
Combating Deaartifccation an patral at the Sarawat mauntalhe, 54

the significance of the juniper
tree and the threats it faces. This
mclades the sgnificant degrma-
dation of juniper enviromnments
imn the Kingdom's southwestern
highlands due to human activities
ancl elimatic factors

Thiz degradation has led to
dichback n junipers, visible in
degraded areas with lifeless trecs.

Al-Ghamdi said that despite
bednig a new entity, the NCVC is
actively  involved in rehabilita-
fon efforts It alms to address
the causes of degradation and

expand  forest  coverage  with

FAST
FACT

Juniper trees
have stood
the test of
time, creating
vital habitats
across the
provinces of
Talf, Al-Baha
and Asir.

Thriving
I Wak i LS

thioso steadfast
DT T O
mmbody tho
mansncs af

the pron's

SR

juniper trees, in line with the
Sl Green  Imitkative’s  goal
o planting 10 billion trees o
the Kingdom.

Dr. Saleh Al-Shaeel, a bhodany
enthosiast, said that  juniper
irees in the Sarawal Mouniains
embaddy  the reglon's . natural
brauty and resthicnce, nurtare
a mich biodiversity amd have
sirnificant influence on the local
clirrte

Thriving In various environ-
ments, these steadfast evergreens
ernbkxdy  the
Arei's ecosysiem.,

ey of  the
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Sneed Al-Batat] A -Pikais

Yemens internationally reoos-
nized  Presidential  Leadership
Council and political parties
have hailed a UN decision to bift
sanciions against former Prosi-
dent Ali Abdullah Sakleh and his
AT,

The UN Security Council’s
Yemen sanchions  commiliee
removed both men Mrom 1S Hst
of sanctioned individuals and
businesses on Tuesday, sparking
celebration among  Yemenis,
particularly the former presi-
dent's lovalists.

A decade ago, the UN Security
Council s=sanchoned — Saleh,
who miled Yemen for 33 years
before being deposed inm 2011
following Arab Spring-inspired
protests, and his son Ahmed,
commander of the elite Republic
Guards and later Yemen's ambas-

saclor to the UAE, Tor impeding

political transition 1In Yemen
and supporting the Houthis
during their expansion across
the country,

In late 20017, Saleh switched
sides and launched a molitary
uprising against the Houthis in
sanaa, which ended days after
he was Rilled.

The Yemen  govermment
recently asked the UN sancticons
commilties to walve sanctlons on
Sakeh and his son, who lives in
the UAE.

Yemeni government officials
and political party leaders were
among those who applaiuded the
UN commitiess decksion.

Tareq Mohammed Abdullah
Sabeh, the former president’s
nephew and former commander
of his bodyguards who is also a
PLC member, prased the presi:
dential coanctl, Sawdi Arabia,
and the TTAE for persuading the
LTN commmittes to lift its sanclions

APPRECIATION

Joy in Yemen as UN lifts sanctions on former president, son

Yemaen| I'i.lrm-ﬁp-:ll dates during the annual harvest season in Mards. 570

apainst the two individuals,

"1 would like W0 express my
gratitude to the (presidential)
Leadershap Council for all of
their efforts. as well as to our
brothers in the Kingdom of
satdi Arabia and the United

Arab Emirates” he saicd,

According to the official news
agency, PLC member Othman
Mujalli contacted Ahmed 1o
congratulate him, as well as 1o
cxXpress appreciation o Saodi
Arabia and the UAE, and to rally
Yemenis to fight the Houthis

Former Vice President Al

Mohsen Al-Ahmer, who backed
anti-Saleh rallies im 2011, praised
the UN decision in a post on X on

Thursday,

Li, Gen. Sagheer bin Aziz, chiel

of staff of the Yemeni army, and
Sultan Al-Barakani, the parlia-
mentary speaker, also expressed
delight at the mowve,

This comes as the US Treasury
Department on Wednesday
announced sANCthons N1
two people and  four  firms
headgquartered m China  and
Yemen for helping the Houthi
militia  acquire  components
for weapons used in its attacks
on ships,

“The Houthis have sought o
exploit key Jurisdictions like

the PRC (People's Republic ol

China) and Hong Rong i order
to source and transport the
componenis necessary for their
deadly weapons systems,” Under

Secretary of the Treasury lor

Terrorism and Financial Intel
ligence Brian Nelson said in a
siatement.

Sanchions were  Imposed
o Ahmed EKhaled Yahya
Al-Shahare and Maher Yahya
Muhammad Mutahar Al-Kinai,
while Al-Shahari United Corp
Ltd, ©Guangzhou  Alshahari
United Corp. Lid, Hongkong
Alshahari United Corp Lid,
and Yemen Telecommunica-
Honn Asset Co, for  Informa-
fion Technology were also
blacklisted.

In response to Houthi attacks
o ships In international
shipping lanes, the US led a
coalitbon of marine task forces to
provide protection, designated
the Houthi militia as a terroris
organization, imposed sanctions
on frms and individuoals who
assisted the militia in obtaining
weapansg, amnd launched strikes
o Hoaithi targets in Yemen.

Majla Houssar| Berut

sSecurlty measures in
Lebanon increased on
Thursday lollowing

Lthe assassination of

Hamas leader Ismail
Hanliyeh In Tehran on
Wednesday morning.
This, in turn, came afller
the assassination of
senior Hezbollah military
commander Fouad Shukr
on Tuesday night In
Beirut's southern suburhs.

Hezbodlah asked those in southern
towns nod to Alm security cvenis
and to disconmect Axed survedl-
lamce cameras from the Imtermet,
which I claimed was “infiltrated
by Israel”

Caution  prevailed om  the
sotthern  fromt, Intermupted by
[sraeli raids and shelling on border
lowns,

In an effort to contain any
deterioration in security, British
Foreign Secretary David Lammy
and Defense  Secretary John
Healey armived in Beirut for talks
with Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berm, Prime Mindster Najih Miloti,

and Forelgn Minlster Abdullal
Bow Habib, Lammy called on “all
parties to respect amd mplemend
Hesolution P01 and all its provi-
stons and stipulations.”

Healy commended "the pariner-
ship between the Lebancse and
British armies™ and called for
“achdressing all conflicrs through
chindogue and diplomatic means, as
the vicdlence will have dire conse-
quences for everyvone”™

Bermli  informed the  British
debegation “that Lebamon does mol
want war but is ready 1o defend
itself, and lsrael arrosance is
dragging the region towand unpre-
dictable dangers.”

GRAVE CRISIS

Fears mount in LLebanon of a wider
war as Hezbollah vows retaliation

[n talks with British delegation, Mikati urges international community to press Israel to stop ageression

Lebanese hdﬁmnlhﬂruﬁ'h:“rdlhumhivuﬂdufblhnhimlmﬂdrrﬂdm a town in southeam hhlmnmﬂurldnr .!l.i'-'l:'

Mikati said Lebanon  appre-
clated the message ol support
from Brtish Primwe Minister Keir
starmer, conveyed by the two
sectetaries of state,

He stressed that “lsracl has
violated Lebanese soversignty and
attacked our land, in violation of
international laws, and it assaults
civilians blatantly every day” and
atided: "The solution can only be
political by implementing inter-
natkond resoluticns, ncluding UN
Resohition 17017

He called on Britain and the
micrnational community to "pat
pressure on Isracl to stop its
FEETESSION.”

Mikatis appeal came as the
Ministry of Foreign AfTadirs fled a
complaont with the UN Secunty
Councll and the UN secretary-
general through its  permanent

FASTFACT

UK Dafense Secretary John
Healey commendad ‘the
partnership betweaen the

Lebanese and British armies”
and called for 'addressing all
conflicts through dialogue
and diplomatic means, as
the viclence will have dire
consequences for everyone,”

mission i New York.

The ministry called on Secarity
Concdl mermbers “tocotrdemn the
Israell cyberiltacks on Lebanon,
which pose a seriows threat to el
aviation servioes and endanger the
security and safety of coommunica-
non networks, devices, applica-
toms, and electronke data in vital
Lebanese facilities"

The minkstry’s actions are hased
ol a report from the Lebanese
Ministry of Telcommunications,
which revealed: *The source
of GPS jarvming s in morthern
el and cauged a decline in
the accuracy of positloning
Lebanon, affecting transport and
ooinimnicalion services,

"Repeated warmings [mom the
Network Time Protocol server
were  reporied, showing  the
frequuent boss of GPS signals and
a decline in the qualkty of service
ancl wser experence for mobile
neiwork operators”

The Ministry of Foreizn Affairs
has also requested s perma-
nent misslon in Geneva o file a
complaint with the International
Telecommunlcation Undon,
callmg lfor necessary techndeal
measures 10 stop such attacks and

assist Lebanon n ensunng proper
functioning of its communication
networks,

Alo on Thursday, Egvpiian
Ambassador o Lebanon  Alaa
Moz discussed the latest devel-
opments wilh Berri

The emwvoy affimmed Egypis
reec Lloa of any agperession agsains
Lebanon and highlighted Egypl’s
supporl. Moussa stressed  the
importance of calm a8 expansion
of the conflict would result in dire
consedguences for both Lebanon
andl the entlire region.

He sapk "We have already
warned that the Isracli aggression
against Gaza will expand the cycle
of viodence circle and confronta-
thons on many and muoltiple fronts,
which actually happened in the
kst chays”

The ambassador conveved a

messaze from Ezvpl that warmed
“resorting 1o political
nations amd  the conseguences
restling of thes approach that will
Bead us into a vicious circle”

Moussa added the interna-
tonal commundiy  must  assurme
their responsibilities through the
UN Secunty Councid by pesung
a binding resolution o rexch
A ctasefie i Gaga, achieving
de-cscalation on all fonts and
cepecially in south Lebanon.

The baody of Hezbollah's Fouad
shukr was found under the debris

of a residential badbding in Hared
Hreaks, along with a second body
that was Mentified as Iranian
achviser Milad Bedi. The bodies of
Hamaa Bashire and her daughter,
Dr. Sahwa Zuhair Al-Bitar, who
lived in the targeted budlding,
were also recoversd. This brings
the total number of Tsracli vrstrike
vickim= to eighl, two of whom
werne children.

Iranian news agencies reported
that Bedi was a “mdlitary adviser ol
Al-Gads Forve, the overseas arm of
the: Revodutionary Guards,

Shortly before Shukrs funeral,
Hezbollah hung glant poriraits
of him bearing the words “Fuad
Al-Mugawama®™ — Arabic for "the
heart of resilience” — on roads to
the sonth.

The Lebanese people heled their
breath on Thursday amd [ears of
refalintion from Hezbollah and
Iran.

Private institutions i Belro
shortened  working  hours  for
emplovess 0 4 pam., an hour
before Hezhollah chief Hassan
Masrallih's speech at  Shukrs
funerl procession.

Nasrallah wamed the group was
bound to respond to the killing
aml slel the deaths of both Shakr

amd the Hamas beader
el liess”

sl

“rromsetl
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STRAINED TIES

Turkiye blocks NATO-Israel

cooperation over (Gaza war

Ankara ‘will not allow Israel to continue its interaction with NATO until there is an end to the conflict,” source SAY'S

Reuters Anlars

Turkiyve has blocked
cooperation between
NATO and Israel since
Detober hecanse of the

war In Gaza and sald the
alliance should not engage
with Israel as a pariner
until there is an end Lo the
conflict, sources familiar

with the process said.

[srae] carries the status of NATO
partner and has fostered close
relations with  the military
alliance and some of its
members, notably its higmest
ally the 1S,

Prior 10 Israel™x offensive in
Faza — prompted by Hamas'
Oct. T rampage — NATO member
Turkiye had been working to
mend its long-strainesd ties with
[sracl.

since then, Ankara has been
fiercely critical of Israels opera-
which [
amounts to a genocide, and has
halted all bilateral trade.

It has also slammed many
Western allies for their support
of Tsrael,

Speaking on condition ol
anonymity, the sources sad
Turkive had vetoed all NATO
engagemenl with Israel since
Cictober, including joint
mectings and exercises, viewing
[araels “massacre” of Palestin-
lans In Gaza as a violatlon of

fion In Gaea, sy

Dispiaced Palestinians return to the sastern slde of Khan Younis after Israsll foroces pulied out from the area_ Fli=/Heul=rs

NATOY founding principles.

A UN ingquiry in June Found
that both Isracl and Hamas had
committed war crimes in the
early stages of the Gaza war.

It said Isracl's actions consti-
tuted crimes against humanity
because of the immense civilian
losses, Israel rejecis this and

BAChGROUND

Turkey has been ‘ﬁu-n:lulr
crntical of |srael’s operation in

gays s operation in Gaza, which
hias Killed nearly 40,000 people,
aims to eradicate Hamas,

The sources sald Turkive

woutld maintain this block and

Gaza, which it says amounts not allow Israel to continue or
to a genocide, and has advance its interaction with
halted all bilateral trade, NATO untd] there was an end o
the conflict, as |t helleves Israel's

STRUGGLE

artlons in Gaza violile interna-
ticnal law and universal human

nghits.
After a NATOD summit in
Washinglon in July, Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said it was not possible for NATO
to continue its partnership with
the lsracll adminisiraiion,

Earlker this week, Israels
foreign minister uarged the
alhiance (o expel Turkive after
Erdozan appeared to threaten
to enter Israel, &= it had Libva
and  Nagomo-Harabakh i
the past.

Erdogan has condemned the
"porfidious assassination™ in
Tehran of his close ally and
“brother™ Ismail Handyeh, the
political leader of Hamas.

“May God have mercy on
my hrother Ismail Haniyveh,
fallen in martyrdom alter this
cddious attack” Erdogan wrole
on the X social media platform,
denouncing "Lionist barbarity.”

“This shameful act ams (o
sabotage the Palestinkan cagse,
the glonous Gazan resistance
and our Palestinian brothers’
just fight. amd to intimidate
Palestinians,” Erdogan acded

Thousands of protesters
marched after evening prayersin
Istanbul to condemn the killing,
many waving Turkish and Pales-
timian fags and chanting slogans
hostike to Israel, while an Isracl
flag was burned.

“I am here because lsrael
martyvred the representative
of the Palestinian people”
sald #4-vear-old demonstraior
Mehmet,

"The greal powers have an
imporiant role to play. If they
dont prevent these massa-
cres ... history will accuse us of

loaking on”

Supporters say Iranian Nobel winner’s health deteriorating in prison

AFP Yiois

The health of jailed Iranian
Mobel laureate Narges Moham-
medi has deteriorated in prison,
supporters Thursday,
demanding  her freedom  and
calling to give her access (o
medical care “without delay.”
Rights activist Moham-
medi, 52, has  been  jailed
since November 2021, and has
spent muwch of the past decade

sl

in and owt of prison,

A group of supporters of
Mohammedi, who in 2023 won
the Mobel Peace Prize in recos-
nition of her advocacy waork,
sabl they had been informed
of the results of medical tests
carricd out [ast month "which
showed a worrying deteriora-
tion of her health”

“The Free Narges Coalition
is extremely worried about
the detertoration of Narges

Mohammadi®s health in deten-
tion,” the group said in a state-
ment, noting  cardiovascular,
gastrointestinal and other risks.

Mohammedd, who s held in
Tehrans Evin Prison. should
e released “immediately” and
have access to medical care
“without delay,” the coalition
added.

In the past cight months,
Mohammedi has been suffering
fromn acute back and knee pain,

In the past eight months,
Narges Mohammedi

has been suffering from
acuie back and knee pain,
including a herniated
spimal dise.

including a herniated spinal
disc, the supporters sakd.

Mohammedi has st
campaigning even behind bars
and sirongly supported the

profesis thal erupbed  acnoss
Iran following the Seplember
2022 death in custody of Mahsa
Amini who had been arrested
for allegedly wviolating the
Islamic republics strict dress
rules for woamen

In recent weeks, Mohammedi
and other women held with her
at Evin have staged protests in
the prison vard againsi death
sentences handed to two Iranian
Kurdish activisis, Pakhshan

Azizl and Sharifeh Mohammed
who were tried for membership
of an illegal armed group.

Narges Mohammedi in June
recelved a new one-vear prison
term for “propaganda agains
the state”™ on top of a hitany
of other verdicts that already
amounted to 12 years and three
months of mmprisomment, 154
lashes, two yvears of exile and
variouws sockal and paolitical
restrictiions.

UNREST

Police
fire tear
gasal
prolesters
in Abuja

AFP Abujn

Nigerian police lred tear gas to
break up protesters in the capital
Abuia and the northern oty of
Fano on Thursday as thousands
of demonstrators in cities across
the country joined rallies agminst
the hizh cost of living,

Africa’s most populois country
s strugpling with soaring Infla-
ton amdl a sharply  cevided
naira after Presideni  Bola
Ahmed Tinnbu ended a costly
fieel subsidy and liberalized the
CLIFTENCY mone than a Veur ago 1o
itnprove the economy,

Tageed #EmdbadGovernance-
inMNiEera, the protest moyvemesl
waon  supposi with an  online

officials  had

campaizn, but
warned against attempts to copy
recent violent demaonstrations In
Renva, where prodesters foroed
the government to abandon new
LAXCs.

Many Nigerians are strugehing

Thousands of
people staged

protests across
Nigwria an
Thursday. AF

with high costs — food inflation is
at 40 percent and fuel is triple the
price fromm o vear ago — bt many
people were alse wary  aboot
insecurnty around protests

In Kano, the countrys second
largest oy, prodesters sel fme

io tires outside the state gover-
nor s office and police responded
with tear gas, lorcing most of
the demonstrators back, an AFFP
correspondent at the scene said.

“"We are hungry even the
police are hungry, the army are
hungry,” =aid factory worker Jite
Ulmioee, Ak,

“1 have two children and a wife
bt T can’t feed them amvmore”
b saicd, calling for the govern-
ment to redwce fuel prices.

Protesters  later torched and
ransacked a digital center of
e NEEETE
Commission near the governor's
office and podice fired shots 1o the
alr to cisperse them

Podice  reported

Cormmunbcations

pockei=s ol

looting and arson i the city and
arrested LY people.

In Abagn, securty  forces
blocked off roads leading to Eagle
Square — one of the planned
prifest siles — and fired tear gas
and =i up barbed wine fencong

o provent several  hundred
profesters  from reaching  the
park.

Security  loroes  also  fired

tear gas o disperse crowds in
Mararaba on the outskirts of the
capital, an AFF reporter sadcd
Around 1,000 people marched
peacefally in the mealnlamd area
of the coonomic capital Lagos,
where they chanted “Tinubu
Ole” the Yoruba anguage wond

for thael,
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Turklye has coordinated in Ankara an exohange of twenty-six prisoners between Russia and soveral Western countries, on Thursday. oFF

AFP Ardpera

L'S journalist Evan
Gershkovich and former
US marine Paul Whelan
were released Thursday,
the Turkish government
announced, n one of
Lhe higgest East-Wesl
prisoner swaps since the
Cold War.

Prizsoners from the US, Germany,
Poland, Slovenia,  Norway,
Felaris and Russia were inviolved
in the swap “carried out™ by

COORDINATION

Russia frees US
reporter in major

prisoner swap with West

Turkives presidency says swap carried out” by its intelligence service

confirmation from US officials,
although the swap was widely
reporfed by US  television
networks. The Rremlin declined
to comment on any exchange.

Wall Street Jourmal reporter
Gershkovich, 32, was detamed i
March 20023 and convicted in July
on spyving charges in a fst-irack
trial denounced as a sham by the
United States,

signs of an imminent prisoner
swap had picked ap momentum
earlier Thursday, amid reports
a plane used I oa  previoas
exchange deal had landed in the

including Whelan, went missing
from prisons where they were
serving  long  lerms,  Tueling
speculation  they were  being
movied ahead of a swap.

As a rule, swaps can only
happen after a conviclion
Russia, and the disappearance
of several high-profile political
prisoners al opce s extremedy
e,

Among those expected o be
returmed to Bussia in exchange
i9 Vadim HKrasitkov, a Hussian
cliizen Imprisoned in Germany
[or Killing a former Chechen

whose wice president, Kamala
Harris, faces Republican Domald
Trump in the November ebsction.

This would be the first prisoner
exchange betwesn Russla and
the West since star TS basket-
hall player Britiney Griner was
swapped in return for convicted
Russian arms dealer Vikior Boud
in December 2022,

I woubd also be the biggest
cxchange since 2000, when 14

alleged spies were exchanged
between Hussia and the West

They  included double agent
sSergel Skripal, who was sent by

Turkive's MIT  intelligence Russian exclave of Raliningrad. rebel commander in a brazen Moscow fo Britain and under-
service,  Turkives  presidency Hopes hiad also risen in recent assassination, cover Hussian  agend  Anna
saicl, cdavs aller a number of high- The exchange would be a  Chapman, sent by Washimgton
There was o immeddiate  profile prisoners im0 Rossia. victory for President Joo Biden, o Russia,
JOB QUOTA

Teachers, TV stars rally against student
arrests as Bangladesh protests resume

Bhehab Sumon ok

Hundreds |
university teachers and TV
stars  held demonstrations  in
Dhaka on Thursday, demanding
the withdrawal of pobice from
campuscs and the release of
students arrested in a crackdown
over last month's mass protests.

Students have been demon-
gstrating since the beginning of
July against a rule that reserved
the bulk of povernment jobs for
the descendant= of those who
fought in the country's 1971 liber-
Ation War.

The prodests turmed violent
in mid-Tuly, when nationwide
campus rilles were attacked by
pro-government groaps, leading
to clashes with security foroes,

Hangladeshi

A week-lomg  communications
blackout, a curfew, and more
than 200 deaths.

The Supreme Court eveniu-
ally serapped most of the gquotas
last week to open civil service
positions o candidates on
merit, but this was followed by
a crackdown on stwdent leaders
and protesters, with thousands
arrested.

Demmonstrations resL e
this week, with more groups
oming the  students and
holding separate rallics across
Dhaka amnd in other cities to
demand accountability for the
vicdenoe and the release of those
arpested,

"Around 200 teachers [from
Dhaka University amd some other
universities joined with us ... This

teachers” prolest 1s 10 express
soiclarity with the students
facing  oppression, — armest”
samina Luifa, a lecturer in the
sociology department of Dhaka
University. told Arab News,

The teachers” protest in Dhaka

FASTFACT

At least 11,000 people
arrested following last
month's job quota protests,

took place in front of the Apara-
jevo Bangla, a sculpiure on
the university campus and a
memorial to those who fought
in the 1971 hberation war against
Pakistan that resulied in Bangla-
chesh's independence,

They  also  demonstrated
against the presence of security
forces, which eniered the
campus two weeks ago to expel
profesting sidents,

"We  demanded  immediate
withdrawal of police force from
the Dhaka Unbversity campus,”
Lutfa said,

“Teachers from many other
universities  also  organized
protests at thelr campuses tocday.
I have already recetved informa-
tiomi from Rajshahi University,
Jnhangimagar University, North
south University, Independent
University. Teachers from both
pubilic amd private universities

joined the protest.”
At least 1,000 peaple, mosthy
shisclents, have been arrested

following the job quota protests,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Monsoon rains

Lahore sees
record rainfall,
street floodings

Pakistan's cultural city
of Lahore saw record-high
ratnfall early Thursday,
leaving at least three people
deacl, while Aooding streets,
disrupting traffic and alfecting
nosmal life, officials said, as
the death toll from rain-relat-
ed incidents over the
past month surpassed 100,
In July, 99 people died
in rain-related mcidents
and most of the deaths
were reporied ineastern
Funjab and northwesiern
Khyber Fakhtunkhwa proy-
inces, the National Disaster
hManagement Authority
sabdl. Inam advisory, it
said the rains are Llikely to
cause flash flooding and
landslides. AP

Extreme weather
Dorens dead,
missing in central
China

Al least 30 people are

cheswdd amed 25 are miszing in
eentral China, state media
reported Thursday, follow-
ing daws af torrential rain that
lashed the country earlier
this week

The downpours were inig:
gered by Typhoon Gaenud,
which moved an from the
Philippines and Taiwan (o
make landfall in eastern
China a week ago, with hilly,
landiocked Hunan province hit
particwlarly hard,

Many roads connecting
townships in the Zixing area
were temparartly cut off by the
extreme wealher, which also
affected the power supply and
communications infrastmac-
ture. AFP
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Office

ANDY GREENE
Andy Greene's "The Office” The book gives fans and
gives us the true inslde pop culture buffs a fromt-row
stary bahind the soat to the saguence

antire show, from
its origing on

the BBC through

its impressive
ninNE=SS@ason run

in America, with in-
depth research and
aRGlSsive Interviews.

Knife attack

Uk charges
17-year-old in
child Killings

A T7-vear-old boy appeared in
an English court on Thursday
charged with the murder of
three young girls at a summer
dance class that has sparked
two nights of violent protesis.
Axe] Rudakubana first ap-
peared at Liverpood Magis-
trates’ Court on Thursday over
Monday's incident at 3 “Taylor
Swift voga and dance work-
shop™ summer vacation event
for children in Southport,
He is charged with three
counts of murder, 10 counts
of attempted murder and
one of possession of a bladed
article. Rawters

of avants that

launched the sanes
Into wild popularity,
changing the face of
television and how
weo all seo our office
Ives For decades to
O,

Extradition request

Japan seeks
anti-whaling
activist Watson

Denmark’ Justice Minkstry sadd
Thurscay that it had received
Japan's extradition request

for anti-whaling activist Faul
Wiatson, who was detained in
Greenland last month on an
international arrest warrant.

Watson, the T3 -vear-old
Amencan-Canadian founder
of the 5ea Shepherd activist
group, was arrested on July
21in Greenland over a 2000
altercation with Japanese whal-
ing ships.

Watson, who featured in the
reabity TV series "Whale Wars,”
15 known for confrontations
with whaling ships at sea. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Africa looks at the GCC as a partner without greed

ruesome viden footage
emerged this week of rebel
Aehters in Africa surroumided
by clesd hodies, while
Finshots were aiclible in the:
backzroumd, The scencs were
[rom a badtle i northern Mall, where Wagner
mercenarnes, acoompanying Malian troops,
were ambushed by a coalibion of Tuareg rebels
and an Al-Qacda affiliate known as JNIM
INIM claimed the ambush killed 540
Russians and several Malian sobdiers,
while it also caplured some survivors,
Ukrainin mteligence allegedly aided the
rebels. Wagner Group channels reported
heavy losses, including the death of their
cormimander and a promianent military
BlogeEer, While exact casualty numbers
renmtain unverified, this attack marks one
of thee worst sethacks for Bussian psranldi-
laries in Africa, a= well as higshlighting the
extremcly volatile situation in the continent.
This footage outlines the main issues faced
in Africa and the shifting of geopolitical
equilibrium. France, the UK and, more

o0
Greal power
competition is

causing great
misery for the

African people
and s creating

disasirous
olcomes

PEA AL HAY B LA H=- -0 A ]

asocl Pezeshkian was thas
weck afficially maugurai-
el as the ninth president
of Iran by Supreme
Leader AN Bhameaes after
laking the oath m parii-
met, He faces several signifcant challenges
domestically, regionally and glohally, What are
these major challenges and what are the pros-
pects of him efectively addressing them®

The most pressing challenge is related to the
econormle sitiation and the living standands
of ordbnary liandans, The recent presbdential
an] parhiamentary elections in Iran saw a
historscally low voter harmout, Several factors
contributed to this low engagement, with
widespread dissatisfaction over the economic
sttation being one of the prmary reasons

The second major challenge i the
widespread sense of sociopolitical dissatisfac-
tion among the Iranian popalation. This is
meest ikely linked to the imposthon of strct

recenily, the US are looking to stop China and
Hussias advance. This great poseer compet-
tion s causing great misery for the African
|_|-|.'-::I|||r':|.|||| 15 CREIINE dISASTIO0s Ol Codmes.
Foreign miterference and proxy wars, mostly
comchected to aceess ey resources and logs-
tes potes, have grown in intensity in the past
vears. There 1s, neveribeless, no doubl that

something 1s changing. Indeed, there 1s a new

viskon that loalks to butld Africa and develop
an African voice, In this new and third route,
African capdtals are coming to the realization
that Gull Cooperation Councll counlries are
sodic azvd valed pariners that can suppsort o
developmend that greal power competition
has never allowed. It is an aliznment of a
cowrridor of middbe poswers that have suffered
the samie ills and look at the development of
thelr conniries & a prioviiy.

Gull countries have an exceflent under-
stancling: of the intricate Bsapes thal cofme
with natural resources and the economic
transformation and diversihcation needed
to bring their countries to the next phase of
erowth. They have also shown the capacity

refigrous laws, particularly those affecting
wioinen, which has previously sparked
widespread protests and international
coipeeTTy, The sociopolitical landscape in Iran
I= domimated by conservatbve and hand-

line ickeologhies, which many cilizens view

a5 disconmected from ther contemporary
societal values.

O the ghobsal stage, a critical issue s Iran's
nuclear program and the potenbial revival
of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
nuclear deal. Tensions with the West have
el et e I||T-|'1||:|1|."-.|||:|;_'||i||;.'_:||.|'l.':|!|-:'-|'-
e ol 1ts nschear activites, With the Islamic
Hepublie not fully cooperating with the Inter
national Atomic Eneregy Agency.

Ome of Pegeshkian's campaten promises
wis 1o lmprove relations with the West ina
bl b esise sanctions, However, this woutld
recpuire adkdressing concerms aboat Iran's
nuckear program and complying with LAEA
regulations,
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to rebalance the equilibrium of relations. And
sa, since thedr independence, they have balt
true and respectiul partnerships with foreign
couniries 1t s a lesson African countries can
learm [roam.

Moreover, GUU countnes” approach to
Africa cormes withoat greed aned even with
goodwill, They are Jooking to support e
development of these countries and estab-
lish mutually beneficial relations. This ks an
approach that is set on the long term, unlike
those of some ather actors, There are fvo kevs
1o this approach; the political aspect and Uhe
ecorcanic, and Uhey go hamed 1n hand

We have noticed stromper political
relations between GCC and African coumiries
emanating from an understanding of the
risks of instability for both regdons, We
have witnessed strategic alliances and
elipomatic engagements that are muheally
beneficial. The GOC nathons, particularh
Sawndi Arabia and the UAE, have strength-
ened pofitical ties with African nations to
enhance regional security. This has included
siEming defense agreemenis, establishing

Anvither sigmifwcant challenge s the
escalating tensions between Iran and Ismacl
[0 a highly sienificant event, Hamas' top
palitical leader Tsmall Haniveh was killed
i Tram on Wednesday, sparking concermns
o i poessibile escalation toa full-scale war
between Israel and Iran, whiach could tum
intor a regional conflagration.

These tensions also spiraled out of control
earlicr this yvear, leading to direct confronta
tions between the two rivals before revertinge
o an indirect bt intensified conflict. A war
Betwesn Imn and Israel would have sevepe
repercussons lor Tehran amd the region
For Iran, such a conflict would hkely lead to
devastating economic and mbrastrectural
cbarsage, exacerbating existing ecotomic
hardships and potentially destabilizing the
povernimenl. Regaonally, o war coukd disripl
the delicate balamce of power in the Micddle
Fast, bswding to widespread instalaility, I
oould draw i neljghbonng cmintnes and

military cooperation and mediating regonal
conflicts. These political engapements are
part of a broader stratesy to budld stability in
key African regions, while also addressing
security amd potitical challenges that impxect
btk the Maddle East and Afnca. The other
s o this eFEEET e 1= 08 L {ERR R RATIT 41 1
sicle, Sauchi Arabia has significantly increased
its mvestments in Afca, contnbuting to
poonemic development and regional stabdlity
through various strategic initiatives.

This ks making Afrcan countries look
v the GOC as a rellable partner and
even d medibor,

While: the road ahead is sill Alked with diffa
culties and Images of destracton will continue
b e presenit, there is o doubi that the
Arica-GOC corriclor has e potential (o ¢rete
historical opportunites for Africa. A contineni
that contld feed itself and the Middle East is
unfortumately stll & met impsorter. 1 is Key issies
and opportuniees such as thas that GOC palbsic-
privaie partnerships are looking to develop,
Already, African capitals kivow that they have a
parimer withot preed ot witls haogpe.

The most pressing
challenge is related
o the economic
situnation and the
living standards of
ordinary Iranians

Pezeshkian’s major challenges as Iranian president

global powers, potentially escalating mto a
[arger regional or even intermational conflict.
Expectations that Pezeshldan will be able
to abdress these challenges effectively are nol

hiigedy. Trsun’s closmestic and forega policies ane
primeartly indluencesd by o powerful entibes:
Rhamened and the senior leadership of the
Islamic Revelutionary Guard Corps. The role
of Iran’s president is largely to advance the
peopalitical, strategic and ideological mterests
of the supremse leader and the IRGC.

It a nutshell, fran's new president faces
nmerous challemges on the domestic,
regianal and ghobal fronts. Ty entremnched
influence of some particular conservative
ciemiends within the country’s power strecture
cormplicates the mplementation of fonds-
reeritad andd significant podicy relorms. Asa
restalt, m spate of the cntical nesd For change
and progress, Pezeshlaan’s ability to poten-
tially mavigate these challenges and deliver
stlrstantad resulls remalns uncertain,
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Israeli far right’s ‘miracle’ is a disaster for everyone else

t would take extreme (and prob-

ably unfounded} optimism, or mone

probably sheer insanity, to find any

positives in what is currently taking

place between Israe] and the Pales-

tinians. To poriray if as a "miracle”
bring=s insane idealosical extremism to
new heights altogether.

You are prohably more familiar with
[sraell ministers ke amar Ben-Gvir
andl Bezalel Smotrich,
the more recognizable
[aces of the religious

a8

of settlements and, by extension, the
annexation of the West Bank and possibly
the Gaza Strip. Thus, a peace based on a
Iwo-state solution, or indeed any political
arrangement that would grant Palestin-
lns political, civil and human nights, 1s
being rendered impossible. This person’s
euphicria that such levels of human
suffering have created a splnoil she
delights in is shocking bevond words.
The members of
the camp that Strook
belongs to might not

messianic ultranation- Any political all ngree with her on
Sdeewdls  sresgumen e
than {]I:'Tll Strook, iHntl that would wrant thon, bt they still agree
whenever she speaks in-~ Palestinians political,  that it is an opportune
1_:|u1.1l.i:|: — and 1 dare not civil and human momnent o complete
PNy rightlehelng S
the other fwo look rendered |“1I1'“-'ﬂii|l"-‘ a settlement project

almost ressonable,

she was recently
recorded as sayving, during a visit to
one of the settlements in the Dccupied
Territories, that how we live now is “like
a period of miracles. 1 feel like someone
standing at a traffic light ... and then there
i a green light,” referring to the increase

in settlement building in the West Bank.
“We wanl to do as much as possible”
Strook added.

strock's reasoning for her distoried
views is that, thanks to the ongoing
war, new conditions have been created
that are conducive to the expansion

that |5 by now ane of

mensireus proporions,
It i5 a project that, in one way or another,
ts dictating the nature of relations between
thee Esrachis and the Palestinians,

And while the eves of the world are
focused on what is taking place in Gaza,
on the border with Lebanon and even
in Yemen, the settler movement sees
the green light (inod that any red light
cver stopped 1) for its project that will
lead to the disappearance of the Green
Line. They have sneakily, step by step,
created imeversible facts on the ground,
not only in terms of real estate, but
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equally structurally and legally, while
intimidating the local population into
subrission.

The current government wis borm
in the sin of Prime Minister Benjamin
Nelanyahu's legitimization of the far rnight
in order to allow him to escape justice.
To this end, he caves in to most of thedr
demands, including giving the enemies
of peace within Israeli politics dispro-
portionate powers

that not only does the [srach government
finance setllements that inits own eyes -
and cnly its own eves — are legal, but is also
fnancing 68 farms it considers to be illegal
by U tame of 29 million shekels (8104
million) in 2024 This makes a mockery of
the rule of Isracli law and of the interna-
tional community that is united in its obyjec-
b o these settlements

Last week, at long last, the Inter-

national Court of

over the West Bank. ,’.i Tustice pubdished
Being in charge of the 15 advisory opinion
Ministry of National Isracls government clearly asserting that
Security, as well as that was horn in the the Isracli scttle-
for settlements, gives _ ments are illegal under
them immense power to sin ufHElﬂII&'uhll'H international law. The
dictate the future of the legitimization of eour called on Israel
Oceupied Territories, the far l'lﬂ',‘h:t in to end the ocoupa-
This power was rde B tion and evacuate all
further increased when o I' .t-ﬂ' H]I““ him to of its settlers from the
MNetanyahu iransferred l.‘!n-l.ﬂl]lfjilhlll:-li' West Bank and East

to one of the most

zealows Religiows Zionist

leaders, Smotrich, all governing powers
in the West Bank excepl those directly
relating to secunty,

For decades, the settlers have perfected
their exploitation of rdministrative-
hureancratic procedures and mechanisms,
with the tacit support or apathy of most
Israedis, (o advance their strategic aims: to
grab more land, build more settiements,
expand them and, by that, control the
ocoupied land and people,

Earlier this month, the Israchi nongovern-
menial organization Peace Now revealed

Jerusalem. In addition,

it called for Israe] to pay
reparations to Palestinians for damages
caused by the occupation,

[sraels government is operating in a
parillel universe and believes it can indefi-
nitely defy international law, morality
and the need for security and prosperity
through peace and political bogic, And it
s s0 because it is allowed complete
mpunity. If you believe in miracles, the
one that Israel and the Palestinians really
need is one that will remove the warmosn-
gers and put people who desire peace in
power instead.

The key issues as Harris mulls her vice presidential pick

fter President Joe Biden

la=t month dropped aul

of the US presidential

race, Yice President

Hamala Harris became

the presumpdtive Demao-
cratic nominee, She has recewved a slew
of endorsements from influential hgures
in her party, including former Presidents
Bill Clinton and Barack

thit she must win In the following seven
swing states Arizona, Georgia, Michigan,
Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania
and Wisconsin.

There are limitations on Harris as she
deliberates her cholces, It would be
wery odd if she selected former First
Lady Michelle Obama or Michigan Gov,
Gretchen Whitmer, as voters might not

accept A two-Wolan

Obanma, Harris has now ii presidential ticket,
requeested vetting mate- Each of the candidates
rial for several prominent Each of the have strengths and
nﬂml-nnrnt.u: for her consid- candidates have weaknesses, None of
eralion as Lo who could Lthem are well known on
be her running mate. Her HI.I‘EI‘IE‘I]IE and a national scale. Cooper
campaizn has announced weaknesses, has already withdrawn
that the name of her vice “Youe of them are from consideration as
presidential candidate a podential vice presi-
will b= announced by well known on & dential nominee, All of
Aug. 7. national scale lhem share Harris' liberal

Among those being
vetted are Pennsylvania Gov. Josh
Shapira, Arizona Sen, Mark Eelly, North
Caralina Gov. Hoy Cooper, Rentucky
Gow. Andy Beshear, Minnesota Gov. Tim
Walz and Transportation Secretary Pete
Bulligieg, while the name of Michigan
Sen. Gary Peters has also been mentioned
recently, Other Democratic leaders could
be contacted, but their names are being
kept secret. Harris is fully cosnizant
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views, such as the right

of women to have abortions, legalizing
recreational or medical marijvana and
hindering the ability 1o have acoess Lo
weapons unbess there is a need for them.
Notably, all of them support President
Biden's backing of the Isracll government
of Benjamin Netanvahu in its war against
the Palestinians i Gaza.

These candidates have many vulner-
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pubdaher, ard wrmer
K. mhliyrasin

Fer Tull warslon, oy on 1o

national security experience.

Eelly will resign his Senate seat
if chosen, allowing the Republican
governor of Arizona to select a Repabe-
lican to replace him. This would deprive
the Democrats of their majority in the
Senate, Meanwhile, Peters has many
credentials, among them being his
family's long history in Amcrica. One
of his ancestors foughi

system granting voting rights to felons.

There is no electoral advantage in
choosing Walz, as Minnesota has voted
Democratic since 189772, And there is no
puarantee that his selection would help
Harris win the two neighboring states of
Wisconsin and Michigan.

Imporiantly, the vice presidential
nomince selected by Harris will have to

debate against Hepublican

alongside George .”.i counterpart 1D, Vance,
Washington during the S0 far, Vance has been
Revolutionary War, The problem for on the attack against the
However, this is nnll 7 Harrls is that Demaoceats. He is putting
reason ta vote for him. them on the defensive in
He has been losing she cannot find a cach argument he enters.
popularity and barely vice [ll'["-!ii{ll‘ﬂ“lll The problem for

won his Senate seat in candidate who s Harris is that she cannot
20001 By selecting him, find a vice presicdential
Harris would aim to win more conservative catdidate who ks more
the 15 electoral votes of than her conservative than her,

Michigan. But people in
America vote for the president, not the
vice president,

Beshear in 2009 signed an exccutive
order that restored the voting nghis of
mare than 140,000 peoapbe comvicted of a
lebony crime, He justified this by saying that
they had served their sentences and that
their voting righis should nod be denicd.
Nevertheless, many Amernicans fear that

ahilities, All lack foreign policy and
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She is not deliberating
the chodce of a centrist Democrat. This
represents a governing dilemma for the
Democratic Party, which is now adopting
many left-wing and radical liberal ideas
and policies, The party s ticket for 115
president could alienate many conserva-
tive-leaning Democrats, who might find it
more rewarding to vole for Donald Trump
if Harris is joined on the ticket by another
liberal politician with similar convictions.
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Demand grew across all regions | =
as the peak northern summer
traved season began in June.

wWillic Walsh
ATA drecnar ganarsl

#
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Load factor |s
a metric usad
in the aviation
. N——— N sactor that
e = T I :lll;l_:t X fuar e 170 i —a. FEEEE FLES maasuras the
L34 i E— _'- ! | __ TR LY WSEITE pﬂrﬁﬂﬂtﬁgﬂ
JALE LUEFAR ENEIZ . 1 1:1:'1' ET tr: of availabla
(1] - | PRS- Y |I||;IE|I:I :-I:._:zlI :H:I:I: .:i LEAT Ed o ::I.:r;q et Hﬂti:l'lE
o o - A £ FEE ta ::;1:11 ety [~ W - e ':_I'I':" S capacity that
GRS BT TR ETH Lk 1EmE 1 i ' e Iraay “wai §lNMEEE LERES has bean
3 .:-.?IE-:II-'.I.Ell'E'.EIJI:Iil'I: TH :;-!;.'. Ea24 1 T (T 8 | i-p | AT '.ll.'.l:.n o - fillad with
..'._':!::: :-_'_-' = Iillll.i.' d -:;I!: . TR passengers. A
| signifies that
an airline has

Capacity amoang
alr carrers in
the Anla-Paciic

reglon Wie up
4Z.89 parcent
yEar an year in
Jumne, making
the Africn-Asia
rowte the fastest
oxparding
reglonl palbr.

St ok

Mirmal Narayaman R yach

Alrlines operating in the
Middle East wilnessed

a 9.6 percent growth in
passenger demand in
June compared to the
same period in 2025,
driven by the snmmer
holiday season, according
to an industry body.

The International Air Trans-
port Association revealed that
the total capacity of Middle
Easterm  [hghts also  surged
by 9.4 peroenlt year on vear
in June.

IATA said that the total load
factor among carciers in the
region stood at V8T percent

im  June, represeniing  a
marginal increase of Ol
percentage poinl  compared

to the same month of the
previous vear.

The load factor is a metric
used in the aviation sector that
meisiires the percentage of
available seating capacily that
has been [illed with passen-
gers. A high load factor sighi-
fies that an alrline haz sold
most of its available seats,

Strengthening  the aviation
wrclor & ocrucial far Middle
Eastern countres, ncluding

Saudi Arabla, as natlons alm
to diversifly thelr economies
and lessen their reliance on oil
revenues,

The HRingdom’s ambitions
aviatlon sirategy aims o triple
the number of passengers by
2030 compared to 20159, It also
foresees handling 4.5 million
tonnes of cargo and estab-
lishing over 250 direct desti-
nations from airports in Saudi
Arabia.

In May, the Kingdom's
General Authority  of  Clvil
Aviation revealed that the

aviation sector contributed $21
billion to the country’s gross
domestic product in 2023

According 1o the report,
carriers in the Middle East
region handled 8.4 percent
ol the passengers globally in
June., a figure that remained
unchanged from May.

IATA said that total demand
growth waorldwide increased
by 8.1 percent in June compared
to the same period in 2023,

"IDemand grow  across all
regions as the peak northern
summer travel season begun in
June, and with overall capacity
growith lagging demand, we
AW A very strong average
factor of 8BS percent
achieved in both domestic and

lesach

REPORT

Mideast airlines witness 9.6%
passenger demand surge

[.oad factor among carriers in the region stood at 79.7 percent in June: IATA

international operations,” said
Willie Walsh, TATA's director
eeneral.

He added: "Operating with
such high load factors is both
gnod and challenging. It makes
it even more important for all
the stakeholders o operaie
with equal levels of efficiency
o minimize delays and get
travelers to their destinations
on schedule”

The analysis further said that
dlermand for international travel
rose annually by 12.3 percent,
while total capacity edged up
by 12.7 percent during the same

pericd.
IATA said that domestic
demand increased by 4.3

percent Year on vear in June,

Leading from the front
According to the industry body,
flights operating in the Asia-
Pacific region posted strong
erowth in June, with passenger
demand rising by 226 percent
Vear on year,

Capacily among air carTiers
in the Asia-Pacific region was
up 22.89 percent year on yvear in
June, making the Alrica-Asia
roule the fastest expanding
regional  pair, growing  at
38,1 percent during the same
period

HIGHLIGHTS

& According to IATA report,
carriars [n the Middle East
handlad 3.4 percant of the

passengers globally in June.

® Damand for Intemational
travel rose annually by 12.3
paroent, while total capacity

edged up by 12.7 percent
during the same pariod.

& Middle Eastern carriers
saw 13.8 percent year-on-
year demand growth Tor

air cargo in June, while the
capacity rose by 6.9 percent
during the same period,

Flights operating 1 the
region also handled 307
percent of the passengers
globally in June, a figure that
remained unchanged from last
maonth.

European alr Carriers
handled 271 percent of the
overiall  travelers in June,
followed by North Amcrica at
24.2 percent.

African air carriers witnessed
a 18,9
passenger demand growth in
June, while the capacity edged
up by 5.8 percentl.

Adrlines  [rom  the

PEFCent Yedar-on-yeir

Latin

American reglon wiinessed a

iraveler requirement growth of

153 percent in June compared
to the same period the previous
vear. The total capacity of these
Mights alzo rose by 15.6 percent
in the same month,

The load factor among Latin
American airlines, however,
decreased by 0.2 percentaze
points o 85,1 percent,

European carriers saw a f.l
percent year-on-vear increase
in demand in June, while their
capacity surged by 5.8 percent
during Lhe same year,

North Ameorican carmiers
witnessed a 6.6 percent year-
on-year increase in traveler
demand In June. The total
capacily of these Mights edged
up by &&F percent, while
the load factor stood at BR.Y
percent, the highest among all
FCglins.

IATA said that it is optimistic
about the increase of future
passenger growth globally,

"Orverall, international travel
demand is strong and keeps
showing promise for the
future,” sald the indostry body.

Cargo demand surges

On June 30, the organization
released another report, sayving
that global air cargo markets

| = sold most of its
| —— available seats.

sl @ el percent ],.':ll:tl.'l.'lil
in total demand, measured
in  carge  lonne-kilometers,
comparcd to the wvear-ago
pericd. This is the seventh
consecutive month of double-
digit year-on-vear growth.

According to the analysis,
this surge in the requircment
for air cargo was driven by
maritime shipping constraints.

"Air cargo demand surged
in June., Strong growth across
all regions and major trade
lanes combined for a record-
breaking  [irst  half  perfor-
mance in terms of CTHs
Maritime shipping consirainis
and a booming e-commerce
sector are among the sirongesi
growth drvers,” said Walsh.,

The report revealed that total
alr cargo demand growth in the
first halfl of this year increased
by 134 percent compared fo
the first six months of 2023

Capacity, measured in avail-
able cargo lonne-Kilometers,
rose 8.8 percent yvear on yYear
m June.

According to IATA, Middle
Eastern carriers saw 13.8
percent yvear-on-year demancd
growth for air cargo in June,
while the capacity rose
by 6.9 percent during the
same period,
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Saudi Arabia’s real estate
price index rises 1.7% in Q2

Arab News Hlyadh

Saudi Arabla’s real estate
price index edged up

by L.7 percent in the
second guarter of 2024,
compared to the same
period Last vear, driven
by a surge in residential
sector costs, official data

showed.

Genersl
SUlsies,

According o the
Authority far
housing sector prices increased
by 1.8 peroent year on year in
the second quarter, mainly due
to a 2.8 percent rise in land plod
Crsls

The development of the
residential sector is cracial for
Saudi Arabia’s economic diver-
sification as it evolves inlo a
tourism and business hub.

The Ringdom's real estate
imchustey 5 among  the

S TATISTICGS

Housing sector prices increased by 2.8 percent year on year: ofhicial data

The prices of
cormemsere lad
Dugdings
stabliized i the
socond guaarter of
this yewr. snd no
signitficwnt relathes
change wiks
recahdad
Shuterghock

Seciors i

[E%  market

Fastest-growing
ithe Micdle
volume 1= projecled (o reach
S6O.45]1 billion im 2024 and
S10LG2 billion by 2020, with
an estimated compound annual
growth rate of B percent,
according to the Real Estate
General Authority,

FTi

“Gziven the heavy weight of
the residentlal secior in the
general index, i1 had a signifi-
cant impact on the rise in the
general index,” stated GASTAT.

Apartment prices increased
by 2.9 percent year on ycar in
the second quarter.

ASTAT, however, noted thai

-
.- |

the real estate prices in the
coanimero il
by (L4 percent Year on Year in
the second guarter, affected
by the decrease in the prices of
commercial land plots by 0.4
peroent.

The report  highlighted
that the prices of commercial

sector  decreasad

FASTFACTS

& Apartmeant prices in the
Kingdom inoreased by
2.8 peroent year on year

in the second quarter,

® Agriculitural land prices
rose by 1.8 percent in the
second quarter compared
to the first quarter.

® Saud| Arabia’s real estate
market valume s projected to
reach $69.81 billion in 2024
and $101.62 billion by 2029,

buildings and commercial
cenlers stabdlized in the second
guarter of this vear, and no
significant relative change was
recorded.

Agricultural land plot prices
increased by L5 percent year
on year in the second guarter.

Compared to the first three

maonths of this vear, the real
estate price index surged by L]
percent in the second quarter.

“The quarterly real estate
index was affected by the rise
in resicdential sector Prices h-_'.'
L& percent, influenced by the
ris¢ in prices of residential
land plots, which rose by 16
percent,” said GASTAT,

The prices [or apariments
increased by 2.1 percent quarter
on  gquarter in  the
gquarier, while the purchasing
costs of villas edped up by 0]
percent.

Commercial secior prices
recorded stability and did no
record any significant relative
change In the second quarter
compared to the first three
manths,

Agriculiural land prices rose
by L& percent in the second
quarter compared to the firs
(juarter.
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Snudl Arabia lad In EBG sukuk lssunnce, accounting for 42.T7 pereent of the Fiteh-rated bonds, followed by the UAE at 33 8 percent, Shotteratook

Arih News Fhac

The global environmental,
soclal, and governance
snkuk market saw
significant growth in

the first half of 2024 —
rising 4l percent year on
vear to reach $43 hilllon,
according to Fitch.

Lata rom the credit rating agency
indicates thar this growth under-
siores Uwe increasing interest and
diedication of povernments and
issuers to sustainahle finance.

By the end of 2023, outstanding
ESG sukuk expanded by 56.8
percent year on year to reach
536.1 hillion globally, with 66.2
percent  denominated in hard
currency, primarily US dollars

Market dynamics
Degpite the robust growth in
the first half of this vear, Fitch

BONDS

Global ESG sukuk
market grows 44% in HI

IFitch Ratings expects slowdown in third quarter of 2024

Ralings anticipated a slowdown
in ESG sukuk issuance in the
third quarter of 2024 This
expected deceleration aligns with
the typical scasonality observed
int the globhal bonds environment.
However, the market is
predicied to regain momentnm
i the lourth quarter of 200204,
"The medium-term growth
potential for ESG debd issuance
remains promising,” Fitch said.
This optimism is underpinned
by the increazing governmental
commiiments to sustainability
and the efMorts of issuers to meet
green mandates and diversify
their funding sources.
Nevertheless, the adoption
of EsSG debd in emerging
markets remains at a nascent
stage compared o developed
markets,
Fitch Ratings also predicted
lower oil prices, with predic-
hons of 550 per barrel 1n 20024

FASTFACTS

# By the and of 2023,
outstanding ESG sukuk
expanded by 56.8 parcent
year on year to reach $38.1
billion globally, with 66.2
percent denominated in hard
ocurrency, primarily US dodlars,

@& Expected interest mte
cuts in the third quarter
of 2024 could contribute
to arise in debt lssuancs,
including green sukuk,

#|n 2023, 98.3 percent of
thoss ware investment-
grade, reflecting strong
oredit quality, with a
significant concentration in
the Middle East and Asla

and $70 per barrel in 2025,

Additionally, expected interest
rate cuts in the third gquarter
ol 20234 could contribute to a
rise in debt issuance, incloding
green sukuk, over the fnal
three monihs of 2024 and the
first quarter of 20725

Issuance trends

In the first halfl of this ycar, B9
percent of all Fitch-rated green
sukuk were investmeni-grade,
demonstrating  strong credit
quality in this segment.

In 2003, 883 percent of
those were investment-grade,
reflecting strong credit quality,
with a significant concentration
im the Middle East and Asia.

During the first six months of
2024, Fitch rated approximately
20 percent of the global green
sukuk issued in hard currency,
totaling 5261 billion, ap 50
PEFCENT VEar on year.

COOPERATION

GOC,
Turkiye
FTAtalks
conclude

on posilive
nole

Arab Mews ~yadh

The first roamcd of negotiations for
a free trade agreement between
the Gulf Cooperation Council
countrics and Turkive concluded
wilhi a positive atmosphene,

Tha discusslans took place in Ankara from July 29-31, 574

The discussions, which took
place in Ankara from July 259 10 31,
ivodved siEnihcant parthcipsation
from Satchi Aralbda, represented by
the General Authonty for Foreigmn
Trade, along with nimc other
EoveErTiment endities,

The discussions covered a range
of topics, including trade in goods
and services, investinent, rules of
origein, technical barriers o trade,
and sanmtary amd phytosanitary
measures, the Saudi Press Aqency
reported,

This initial round amed (o estab-
li=h the: principles and foundations
puiding future  discussions on
these topics and the parties sought
o set a framework for upooming
egritiation rounds,

*The first round of negotiations
was characierzed by posifvaty,
with high flexibility from  all
parties, recoemizing the mmpor-
tance of conclueding the agrec-
muemit at the target ime; to increase
the level of integration betwesen all
parties,” said the SPA report,

The roamnd came alber years of
mending economic ties betworn
the two parties and the signing of
a point staterent to iniiiate the free
ke pact i March,

The GCC has been actively
engazing with  nelghboring
countries 10 increase  reglonal
tracke and strengthen relations.

Bi>Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Energy

Russian gas
exports to
Europeup 5.79%

Hussian energy giant
Gazprom’s average daily
mitural gas supplies o Europe
in July reached their highest
this vear, up 5.7 perceni
compared with a year ago and
|2 percenit lngher than i June,
Heuters caleulations showed.

The month-on-month
increase reflected the emnd
ol maintenance on the:
Turkstream pipeline from
Hussia to Turkey, and analysis
also cited a seasonal increase in
chemandd,

The calculations showed
average daily pipeline exports
increased (o 9.5 millklon cuble
melers last month lrom 86.6
mem in July 2023, Reuters

Denl

BP to develop
new oll, gas fields
inlIrag

Irag sigmed an agreement with
Harttish Petrolewm on Thurscay
by chesveslopy Fouir ol and gas Gields
in Rirkuk.

A memorandam of
uncherstamding was sigmied
by Irang's Ol Mimester Havan
Abdel Ghani and BF CEO
Murray Auchincloss, Prime
Mindster Mohamed Shia Al-
Supdlands media office sald. *The
memorindum inclhades the
rehabilitation and development
of the four oilflelds under the
Nowth Ol Co. in Kivkuk: the
Kirlsuk odlfield, Bad Hassan,
Jamnhur and Khabbaz oilfbelds”
the statement sald. BP s one of
U= Bl plavers in Tracgs oil
=ector, AFP
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Misfit Mogul

HISHAM AHMAL

"Misfit Mogul® is a guide Tor all it feels out of reach

kicls who do not understand it revveals the hidden truths
why they are bored ___. . ‘about finance, and

I citaes, acdits . lasting success. It wil
wio do not take you Lo Wyour “resw
understand why school” a place where
they are bored in " you are cataputted from
Eunﬂr..ﬂ:_:uld Fhomse “ l invisibie to Innovator,
seaking mega- 1 ) saysareview pubdshed
success when T ongoodreads.com.
Survey Cut

Turkish factory BoE lowers its
activity contracts main interest
inJuly rate to 3%

Turkish factory activity The Bank of England has

contrached for the fourth mosth
iy & row i Juldy as demand
weakness continued o mpact
orders, output and employment,
a survey showed on Thursday.,
The Purchasing
Managers” Index for Turlish
manufacturing fell to 47,2
from 47.5 in June, acoording
o a survey by the Istanbul
Chambser of Incdustry and S&P
Global, dropping further below
the SO-point level that marks
grosth in activity,
Purchasing activity was scaled
back markedly, and to the
largrst degree since Novemnbaer
2023 the survey showedl
Reuters

et interest rates for the firsi
time since the onset of the
COVTD-19 pandemic in early
200200

In a statement on Thursday,
the hank said that by a 5-4
margin, itx nine-membser
policymaking panel backed a
quarter-pont redwction in its
main interest rate to 5 percent,
froem the M6-year of 525,

Though inflation has reached
the bank’s target of 2 percent,
several memhers of the
nine-member policymaking
patnee] have vojoed ongoing
concerns about persistent
price pressures in the services
sector. AP

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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ANALYSIS

Test cricket continues
to struggle for relevance

Despite thrilling recent matches, the long format is losing more ground to limited-overs

Jan Pike Lonoon

Devolees of Test-maich

cricket live in troubled
times. Despite July
having a thrilling match
between Ireland and
Zimbabwe in Belfast and
a three-match series
between England and the
West Indles, the matches
rafsed serious questions
about the sustainability
of the format. These
gquestions are not new
but are being observed In

sharper relief.

[t is the norm to allot Ave days
for men's Test matches. The
one in Belfast lasted until a
third of the way into the fourth

cay, The first one in England
wis concluded in slightly over
two days, the second one at the
end of the fourth day, and the
third one by tea limee on the
third day.

A Test match is costly to
put on and relies on not just
broadcasting and sponsorship
revenues bl also on income
[rom ticket sales, hospitality
and in-ground sales of drinks
amdd foodl. Tests which finish
on day two or three mean less
exposire lor advertisers and
sponsors, lower in-ground sales
anl, depending on when the
match fnishes, refunding of
ticket income (o bayers.

Full distance
The reasons why the matches
clich ot oo thee Tull distance
reflect several judpmental but
reasonably arguable factors.

In the case of England and
the West Indies, it s obvioes
that the latter team were inexpe-
rienced both in Test erichet and
English conditions, shorn of
their best players who chose (o
play franchise crickel,

They were also under-
prepared. some plavers armving

late from the Carithbean because
af fAights delayed by Hurricane
Bervld

These factors coalesced (o
produce a tepid performance:
in the first Test. Much improve-
ment came in the secomnd,
marked by several outstanding
batting achievements in the
first inmings that dissipated in
the second.

Fighting spirit was evident
in the third match, to the paoint
where England were on the rack,
anky to be ket off by a failure
to review a deciston against
masterful batter, Joe Root, now
seventh in the all-time list of
Test match min scorers

England turned the screw and
clatmed victory on the third
afternoon in merciless fashion.
Requiring 84 to win, the target
was reached in a meere 7.2 overs.

GLANI“J ﬁR!CKET

'H-ﬂ-l-l.-,-——u?l--‘-l h}l—-—}hl-—;—- :.-—-.—, H1II-r} e mg— }—hlq.-.-} --—I-—:
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England’s Ben Stokas
celabrates reaching his half

century during the third Test
betwesn England and West

Indles at Edghaston Crichet
Ground. This was tha fastest

30 runs soored in English Test
erleket Rlstory Houtes

Entertainment

If the England team were
keen to return home early,
the spectators were prohably
not, having been deprived of
a full days play. No doubt, the
playvers would argue that they
provided the spectators with
entertainiment.

In Bellfast, rich entertainment
was provided in a match which
ebbed and RBowed in the true
spirit of Tesl cricket.

Both teams suffered batting
collapses at critical imes,
Zimbabwe's lower order

T T

proving o be especially inept.
By contrast, Ireland’s top
order collapsed in the fourth

and final innings, Chasing 158
for victory, they were reduced
to 21 for five. The following
maorning, Irelands batters took
advantage of more favorable
batting conditions to achieve

a memorable victory, their
secod in a row out of nine
playved,

A2 International Cricket
Council full members have a
remit to play Test cricket. [tis
something to which new and
potential full members aspire
and it remains at the pinnacle
of cricket for many plavers and
spectators alike.

ICC eveni
However, the bonds are
weakening. The World

Cricketers Assoctation
conducts regular surveys
among a sample of plavers,

A recent survey reveals
that, in the past ive vears,
there has been a sharp increase
in the proportion, especially
among voung plavers, who
consider the T20 World Cup
to be the most important 1OC
EVETL.

In 2009, 85 peroent of
respondents ranked the
S0-over World Cup as the
maost mportant [CC evendt,
compared to 15 percent who
chose the T20 World Cup, In
2024, the imporiance given to
the O World Cup had fallen
to 50 percent, compared with
35 percent who chose the T20
World Cup. The balance of 15
percent voted for the World
Test Championship.

{ Cricket Week [y Bﬁ{g f‘s

THE BEET OF THE REST

As Italian PM hits out

Algerian boxer Imane
Ehelif, who failed a gender
eligibility test last year,
purmmeled ber Ialian op-
ponent in 446 seconds at the
Paris Obympics on Thursday
to spark an angry reaction
fromm Pritne Minister Giorgia
Melon,

A distraught and hurt
off attempts by the Alge-
rian to shake her hand and
collapsed to her knees and
sobibsed before breaking into
tears again in front of dozens
of reporters. AFP

Olympiec tennis

Zheng makes
China history by
reaching fMinal

Zheng Qinwen stunned
women’s world No. 1 [ga
Swiatek on Thursday to be-

come the first Chinese player
to reach an Olympic Games
tennis singles final.

Seventh-ranked Lheng tri-
umphed 6-2, 7-5 and will face
either Croatias Donma Vekic
or Anna Rarolina Schmied-
lova of Slovakia in the godd
eclal match.

1 fee] more than just happy
— happy isn't enough to de-
scribe how 1 feel,” said Zheng,
wio had played back-to-back
three-hour matches to make
the semifinal. =IF vou ask me
to piay another three houars
for my country, [ would. AFP

Olympic basketball
US ease past

SouthSudan to
reach gquarters

Bam Adebayo led the US with
I8 pomis m a 103-86 win over
South Sudan on Wednesday
as the reigning champions
salled into the quarterfinals of
the Clymple men's hasketball

EQUESTRIAN

Saudi
showjumpers
stumble

in Paris
Olympics

Arab Mews Farls

Saudi  Arabias showjumping

am, buoyed by high hopes
and sirong preparation, encoun-
tered a challenging day at the
Paris 2024 Clympics, ultimately
finishing in 19%th place in Thurs-
day's equestnan competition.

Diespite their best efforts and a
strong lineup, the team fell short
of thelr target at the Palace of
Versailles,

Abdulrahman Al-Rajhi
finished on 7706  seconds,
seciuring the frst point in the

Abdulrabman Al-Rajhl.

qualifying round of the competi-
ton with eight penalties,

Shortly after, Khaled Al-Mobty
in the second round finished on
DOAD seconds with 20 penalties,

putting the Saudi tcam in 1Sth
place.

Ramzy Al-Dubami, whose
expericnce was expected o be
invaluable for the team, did not
participate in the final guali-
fving round, which wrapped up
the team's gaimes with a total
fime of 16765 scconds and 28
penalties, pushing them to 19th
place — only the top 10 qualify
for the final,

Al-Diihami, a stalwart in the
gport, returned to the Olymples
for the sixth tme at the age
of 52, His Olyvmpic journey

began at Atlanta 19906,

In a sethack lfor rider Abdullah
Alsharbatly, 41, an injury to his
horse also maled him out of the
competition, according to the
Saucki Olymple and Paralympic
Commillee,

The bronze medalist from
the 2012 London Games was
expected to be a key compset-
itor in Thursdays qualifying
rounds, but lellowing a series
of diagnostic tesis, it was
determined that  his  horse
requires an  extended period
of refrabilitation.

LourmEament.

Team USA have never
lost to an African side at the
Cdyrapecs but they had a scare
when they playved South
Sudan in a warmup game in

Loasdon om July 20, Howvever,
there was never any threat
al an wpsel in Lilke az LeBron
James got the US off Lo a fast
start in the frst quarter and
never looked hack. AFP

Follow Arb News
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Loooy Daschanel stars
in ‘Harold and the Purple
Crayon.” in clremos now.

Saudl graphicL

Rovwan Talass Cito

Ever since she was a child,
saudl graphic deslgner
Shoug Almutair] has

hal trouble expressing

herself verbally, she
tells Arab News,

“I have been diagnosed with
ADHD (Attention defictt hyper-
activity disorder), so conveying

anyvihing is ned very easy lor

me,” the Rivadh-based Abmtadn

siys, Y18 easher 1o use visual
limals L e pimess mysedl”
Bomm in 194680, Almutair grew
up in a family of engimoeers
and finance experts. “1"'m the
only design person in the
farmily” she savs, “Bul | never
thotght of mysell as a person
who woald indulze in the arts.
since childhood, I was really
[ornsed on math, loge andd
scienoe. | never thought that
[ could combine all of these
conmponenis and utilize them
i1 clifferent visual language”
Almutarm hadd dreams of
pursuing architectune:, since
she belicved it was the perfect
fit — combining art amnd math,.
Elowever, by 2007 she was
siurdying raphic design at
Frincess Nourah hing Abdud-
raliman Unlversity [ Blvadh.
“My perspective on graphic
diesign is, abways, function
above acsthetics” she explains.
“To me, aesthetics don't mean
a thing if they don't have any
justification behind them.
Posters that are impactiul are
the ones that can reach people
as fast as possible and can
convey the message as fast as
possible. They need 1o be built
nod on aesthetics, but losic”
Dring her college diays,
Almutai laumched an online
platiorm called *Dar Mdrban®
ithe second word means
“sateway” in Bedouin Arabic)
with the aim of creating a
vistial Hbasiry that reflects Sand
Arabia’s typoeraphy lnkdscape,
contemporary cukiture, storied
heritage and intangibe cultune
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{Abeve) Shaug
Alumutniri's
winning poster
on display in
Dubal as part of
the Tasmieom
axhibition. | Right)
Almutair's work
in progress

an the poster,
IFrEgEas sppdled
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"1 started this praoject becawse,
growing up, Iduin® sec myself
bcing represented in culture,”
Almutair says I wanied it to
b o gateway for contermporary
clesigm and experimentation.”

Ome of Almutain’s ilustrations
is currently on view at a grougp

exhibition, ruonning until Aug. 30,

in Dubais 10D Brookfiedd Place
Arts Space. Inspired by personal
memories and coltural fressunes,

thee show 15 called = Memnory Box,”

acting as a third leration of the

designer Shoug
mutairi on her prize-winning work

Posters Almutairi says

venie's ann] Tasmw-em inita-

tive, Tasmmeem 15 a graphic desksm

el poster show that highlighis
wp-and-comang designers and
ilustrators from the region

“Az we transithon from
childhood to adulthood, the
EXperences and namilives we
encounter shape our existence”
reads a staternent published by
orEanizers, "This year’s exhibi-
ton explores the folklonc takes,
dances, music, proverbs, and

games integral to our upbhringing,

revealing the shared experiences
that thread thirowgsh our Bves”

For thes progect, Almutain was
mspared by ber Eather, and her
winning poster is something
of an hoamage o him, One day,
shar cammie across hds old suitcase,
full of personal items close to
ftis heart — cameras, photo-
griaphs and other persanal
clocuments, inclucking ome of
the mvitations to his wedding,

“1 wanted to my explore my
father's history” she says. <[
warnted (o explore s sidbcase
a3l thee achventures that he had
and to dissect the secrets that
b hiad i hds chibdhoosd.”

The monochromatic artwork
has a central text, executed
in cursive Arabic calligraphy,
which reads, "Every home has
b meereis” Admutair] knows
theal the phirase has a negative
conmdstation, but she wanted
to create a relatable work.

“1 wanted something that
waonibd touch every household,
ol just mine,” she says.

Made up of a variety of
geameiric shapes, the mage s —
imtentionally — heavily pixelated
o give a retro feel, harking back

to a time when typography wasn't

exact, In the center, a suitcase

b5 wide open, with components

based on what Almutadri found

amomg her father’s belongings

spilling out. The camel pictures,

for mstance, are basedd 001 mages

she took with her father on a trip.
“He has his wheole life in

this sultcase” she says. “1

s Ty Bather’s life scattered

tharougehow this poster™
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WHAT'S ON IN CINEMAS

Harold and the Purple
Crayon

Staming: Zachary Lew
Director: Carlos Saldanha

Fantasy comedy based
on Crockett Johneson's book
alalt & By WihorSs Mages
crayon alows him to drew
himeelf off the page into
the real world

Late Night with the Devil
Starring: David Dastrnalchian

Direactors: Colln and Cameran
Calrmes

Suparmatural horror following

the evants of a ate-reght talk
ghoww airing on Hallwean 1377
T host = clasperale to boost

ratings — invites an allegedhy

possessed g onto the show,

Il Signore

Staming: Yasir Alsaggaf,
Bayolurmi Fouad

Director: Aymen Khaja

Desperate for work, Balem, a
Saudl enginear, disgulses himaalf
ag an tallan expert, Pablo, to land
A rode with a magor company, His
deception leads Hm to become
invohved with & dangerous gang.

Trap

Staming: Josh Hartrett, Aned
Donoghue, Saleka Shyamalan
Director: M. Night Shyvamalan
A Sergl kfer knosm as Tha
Butcher takes his teanage
daieshtar 1o a concert by pop
gtar Lacly Raven, He then baaims
the e=vent bas bhasn !=|il|':!;|!'!'-:‘| I::,'
polios In order to catoh him

HEVIEW

“Time Bandits’ adaptation channels its Monty Python rools

Matt Ross London

[i's hard to think of many

people better suited to breathe

new Llife into Terry Gilliam's
L9E] surrealist comedy film
“Time Bandits™ than Jermaine
Clement and Taika Waitlt
tereators and stars of “Whai
Wi Do in the Shadows"], and
[ain Mormis (co-creator of
“The Inbetweeners™L After
all, helmers like that clearly
ko hiow 1o tread the fine
[ betweetn silly Tun and selly
stupid, and the backing of
Apple TV means none of the

low-lesch effects and plywoodd

st 1vpecal of The ||r|.|;pr'|;|]
movie, Although some might
argue that its "800z acsthetic
gives Gilliam's Alm much of
its now-heloved charm.

S0 all the signs for this
big-budeet remake series
— which folloaws a cohart of
tme-traveling thieves and a
starry-eved nerdy kid who ends
up being their newesi recruid

are goodl. Kevin (newcomer
Kal-El Tuck) is a history-
ohsessed 11-vear-old with
no [riends, and a family that
doesn't get him. S0 when the
Time Banchits, led by Penelops
(Lisa Rudrow], stumble mto

Li=a Kudinow
{boft) mnd Kal-Ei
Tuok [front,
emnter] in Thme
Bandita’. Aople

_llllI

his bedroam as they iraverse
Limee ancd space, Revin wastes
no tme in tageing along. As he
learns, the troupe have stolen
d map of the universe [rom Lhe

supreme betng (Waltitd), and
allracted the attention of the
sinister Pure Evil {Clement),

They now find themselves
pursued by an array of

wondrous and terrifving
characters as
thoy hopscotch through
the history books Kevin
loves so much

With 10 episodes {two of
which were available at the
time of writing) (o play with,
instead of a 90-minuie movie,
Clement, Waitit: and Morris
have much more freedom to
indulge their silly imagina-
tions — amd they manage a
gl approsimation of that
past-Monty Python, Gilliam-
esque humor — as they
RILTTH 000 historical N L=
from across Lhe ages,

In Tuck they have a pleasant-
enough child star, bat the
redl master stroke here is the
casting of Eudrow as Lhe cease-
lessly sardonic leader of the
Bandits. For while the script is
decent, it's Penelope's wearted
frustrations with her felbow
thkeves — and her hilariously
unlounded distrust of a very
polite 1-vear-old boy — that
give this show its hoolk, thanks
to Kudrow's comedy chojps.

The new “Tlme Bandins™
might have streaming-money
palish, but its still got that
pierringly charming, wonder-
fully silly, Gillian heart,
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Jeina Zhibo AlLa

The Saudi-French caliural
Institution Villa Hegra —
Intended as “an incobator
for artlsts and creators™

— relebrated the fRrst
anniversary of Its pre-

opening program in July.

[t has been a vear marked

by a wide range of cultural
activities and concerts, artistic
retreats and research programs
in the heart of AllUla as part of
Villa Hegra's first pre-opening
evele, which rons untll the end
of This year

Villa Hepgra was officially estab-
lished i an intergovernmental
apreement signed on Dec, 4,
20021, by Saudi Arabia’s Minister
of Culture Prince Hadr bin
Abdullah Al-Saud and Jean-Yves
Le Drian, then-French minister
of Toretgn aflfairs, now president
of AlAlula {the French Agency
for AlUla Development), One of
Villa Hegra's qoals is to foster
cdtural dialogue between Saacdi
Arabia and France,

“It is not a private initiative. 11
15 a state-to-state indtative that
repuesenis the willingness of
two parties lo collaborite at the
cwdtural bevel.” Fénel Fodil, CEQ
of Villa Hegra, told Arab News'
French edition. “The villa will
be a cluster of three asseise the
ciilltural center, where the artist
residencies will take place, and
which will inclucke a schood Fog
tourism and hospitality (Firendi

2,
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Artiats from the
Opeera national
da Parls meot
with studearts of
the AlLNa Music
Hub as poart of
Villa Hegra's
partnership

with the Opera
HNatianal da Paris,

Supnhad

Alllla) an apartment hotel with

B0 roome: and the villa 1tself”

The ultdmate alm is Lo foster

dialogue belween both inter-
national and regional artists,
local communities, and the
oass of Al a,

“Whe=n I think about archi-
tects, I go back to ther ethos
around working with nature
rather than agains i1, When
[ thumls abowt the villa, I want
bo build humble yvet impactful
prozrams (for it)” Fodil said.
“Architects in Alula add,

complete, and transform. They

bl arodand trees Lo preserve
thi nasis.”

Villa Hegra will be home to
spaces for the performing arts,
dancing, research, a digital
studio, viswal arts exhibitions.
and voga and Riness, 1t will
alen hosd artist pesddencies.
The cultural center and the
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CULTURE

Villa Hegra celebrates a year of cultura
exchange in the heart of AlUla

The CEO of the Saudi-French cultural hub discusses its achievements so far and plans for the future

artist residencies are scheduled
fon Lunch towards the end of
2028, lollowing the vear-long
second cyole of the pre-opening
program. The hotel and Firendi
AlULa should open in 20057

Part of Villa Hegra will also
b ddedlbcated (o a regeneration
o the town's aasls, and the
13-hectare site itself will connect
two fundamental elements of
AlULs land=cape; the urban and
the natural.,

"We are not {an add-on), we
are rocted within the town”
saled Fockll, “Tt §s a very dense
plodt, and then very scatiered
in the casis pard. That idesizn)

15 going back to the henitage of
AlULs where vou have a winter
farm ani a ‘'nhla” — or poumey
between the winter farm and the
summer farm.”

Villa Hegra has already initk-
ated research into the cultural

and socio-economic impact of

cultural activations by the Roval

Comrkssion for AlUL on the

local community, " The cultural

center's main objectve is to
engage with the community.

We are working on the culiural

program to reach the villas

local and international ambdtion

;L
i a

equally,” Fodil saicl

Amerlcan Saundl

artist Sarah
Brochém and

Fronch artist Uge
Schiavl were the |
firat artists In

residence at Vilia
Megra in AlUla

Suppled

“We are trving to have
a number of pre-opening
programs — exhibitions for
artist residencles, and public
cfreach activities, around
podcasts, publications, and
cinema” she confinged,

Naturally, French eulture will
play a majpor rode. Following a
successhil concert organized by
Villa Hegra at Marava Concert
Hall in January, the Opdra
mational de Pards will be hack
in Al to perform and o haold
further workshops. The villa's
partnership with the Opéra
national de Paris is in line
with the Ringdom's cultural
ambitions, with the Royal
Dirivah Opsera House a8 60 open
i 2028,

Amnd over the past vear, Villa
Hegra has partnered with
several leading French instifba-
tions to offer undoguee culiural
initiatives, enrich AlUTa's
cudtural landscape, and [acili-
tate the exchange of knowilceder

g
»
e
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Btween Saudi Arabia amd
France. More than 20 French
and Sandi artists have been
collaborating and sharing
knowledgs ot the villa, and mone
thin 300 children and tecnagers
from the local community have
participated in multidisciplinary
waorkshops, There have also
been talks given by experis

in the fields of music, cinema,
visual arts, architecture and the
performing arts,

As part of ifs second
pre-opeming cyche, along with
the performance from the
Opéra national de Paris, the
villa will also host a science and
aris workshop for children and
feenagers, and a week of initia-
thon into moviemaking and the
history of cinema

The distinctiveness of the villa
lies in its duality — Saudi and
French, urban and oasis, open 1o
chibdren and adubis, and with a
focal and mmlermational outreach.

Partnerships are essential
o the cultural identity of Villa
Hegra, Whether through student
exchange programs, research,
or live evenis, the objective is to
bkl mosmentun arcund art in
e regian,

“We are also trying o lnd
partmers from the Saudi side,
such as Hayy Jameel in Jeddah,”
Foedil said. “We are looking for
partnerships that have a look
and feel of dialeeue and have
a training component to them,
while bringtng the best of baoth
French and Sauch expertase.”



