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IN BRIEF
�

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day refused to set up a Spe-
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) headed by a former
top court judge to probe
the allegations of “quid pro
quo” among political par-
ties, public servants, com-
panies and even o�cers of
law enforcement agencies
revealed through data
made public on electoral
bonds. 

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud termed
these allegations sheer “as-
sumptions” at this stage
and refused to embark on
what it called a “roving
and general inquiry”.

The Bench summarised
that the petitions, includ-

ing one by NGOs Common
Cause and Centre for Pu-
blic Interest Litigation,
were based on primarily
two assumptions.

One, that there was pri-
ma facie quid pro quo whe-
never the date of purchase
of electoral bonds and do-
nation to a ruling political
party was proximate to
change in policy or award
of contracts. Secondly, the
involvement of o�cers of
investigative agencies in
the corruption and quid
pro quo did not guarantee
a fair probe.

‘Accessories to graft’
The petitioners had ar-
gued that o�cers of the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation, Enforcement Di-
rectorate, and Income Tax
Department “appear to

have become accessories
to corruption”. They said
data showed the purchase
of bonds by accused per-
sons had coincided with
the sudden fading away of
hotly pursued criminal
prosecutions.

“But these are only as-
sumptions at the present
stage,” the Chief Justice
Chandrachud said.

Besides, the court
pointed out that the elec-
toral bonds scheme was

embodied within several
enactments or amend-
ments made by Parliament
until it was found uncon-
stitutional by a Constitu-
tion Bench in March. 

“Donations were made
to political parties through
electoral bonds on the ba-
sis of laws enacted by Par-
liament,” the Chief Justice
Chandrachud reasoned.

The court said if the pe-
titioners suspected an
“element of criminality” in
any individual instance of
proximity between the
purchase of bonds and go-
vernment largesse, they
should �rst invoke the nor-
mal remedies available un-
der the law of criminal
procedure.

The petitioners could
�le writ petitions with the
State High Court con-

cerned under Article 226 if
agencies refused to investi-
gate or �le a seemingly un-
founded closure report.

The Bench said any writ
petition �led under Article
32 in the Supreme Court
must be preceded by the
invocation of normal re-
medies. The court found it
both “premature” and “in-
appropriate” to constitute
an SIT. It would be prema-
ture as there were other
remedies available in law.
The petitioners had to test
them �rst, and approach
the apex court only when
they had failed.

Again, it would be inap-
propriate to order an apex
court-monitored probe by
an SIT now as this would
postulate that the normal
criminal remedies were
not e�cacious, it said.

Quid pro quo via poll bonds are assumptions for now: SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The court found 
it both ‘premature’
and ‘inappropriate’
to constitute an 
SIT to probe the
allegations as there
are other remedies
available in law

HC transfers probe
into IAS coaching
centre case to CBI

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Friday

transferred the probe into the

drowning of three Civil Services

aspirants in the basement of a

coaching centre in Old Rajinder

Nagar on July 27 from Delhi

Police to the Central Bureau

of Investigation. » Page 2

Delhi govt. orders
probe into shelter
home deaths

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on

Friday ordered a magisterial

probe into the deaths of 

14 inmates at Asha Kiran, 

a shelter home in Rohini for

the intellectually disabled.
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Governor should
act as a bridge: PM
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for negotiations: SC
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Lakshya enters last
four, makes history
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Guidelines to get
China-India ties
on stable track 
Chinese Ambassador 
Xu lists ‘�ve mutuals’
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ISS MISSION

India names
two crew
members
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T
he Supreme Court
on Friday pro-
nounced a scathing

judgment calling out the
“�ip-�ops” of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) in
the conduct of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test, 2024 for admission to
undergraduate medical
courses, and put the go-
vernment on a deadline to
completely restructure the
exam process.

“The manner in which
NTA organised the exam
this year gives rise to se-
rious concerns... NTA has
su�cient resources at its
disposal. It has adequate
funding, time, and oppor-
tunities to organise exams
such as the NEET without
lapses of the kind that oc-
curred this year,” Chief Jus-

tice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud, who authored the
verdict, criticised the
agency.

The three-judge Bench,
headed by the Chief Jus-
tice, directed the Centre,
acting through its high-po-

wered committee headed
by former Indian Space
Research Organisation
Chairperson K. Radhak-
rishnan, to recommend
and implement top-to-bot-
tom overhauling of the test
process, including rectify-

ing “serious security laps-
es”, introduce data protec-
tion measures, periodic
audits, surprise inspec-
tions of test centres, grie-
vance redress mechanisms
for students and foolproof
logistics while speci�cally
highlighting how question
papers were transported
in e-rickshaws for the May
5 test.

The court directed the
Radhakrishnan committee
to submit its report to the
Education Ministry by Sep-
tember 30. The Ministry
has to take a decision on
the committee’s recom-
mendations within a
month thereafter and im-
plement the plan of action.
The government has to �le
a compliance report in the
court.

SC asks govt. to overhaul
NEET-UG on a deadline
Top court pulls up NTA for lapses in conducting the test, directs committee led by ex-ISRO chief

K. Radhakrishnan to submit to Centre its recommendations on restructuring the test by Sept. 30

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 8

Joint teams of the Army,
State police, National Dis-
aster Response Force,
Coast Guard, and volun-
teers scoured the land-
slide-devastated Chooral-
mala, Mundakkai, and
Attamala localities of
Wayanad for survivors, as
search and rescue opera-
tions entered the fourth
day on Friday.

The laborious, and of-
ten dangerous work,
seemed to enter a new
phase as rescuers and o�-
cials quietly acknowledged
that the possibility of �nd-
ing survivors remained re-
mote, as operations conti-
nued amid the expansive
and muddy �eld of man-
gled bodies, displaced
boulders, uprooted trees,
and collapsed houses. 

Friday’s search yielded
14 more bodies. 

The government put the
o�cial death toll at 210 —
96 men, 85 women and 29

children — with 146 of them
being identi�ed by
families.

Over 134 body parts
were retrieved by Friday
evening.

Local hospitals have
been treating 273 persons
admitted since July 30. The
government has housed
hundreds more in nine re-
lief camps.

Search continues amid
fading hope in Wayanad
E.M. Manoj
KALPETTA

Sustained e�orts: The Army’s Engineer Task Force personnel

conduct a rescue operation in Wayanad on Friday. ANI

The two tales
of survival that
kindled hope

KALPETTA

In two tales of survival that

kindled hope among rescuers

in Wayanad, a tribal family,

with three children, was

rescued from a rock face by a

forest team after a seven-km

trek, and four members of a

family were rescued from their

surprisingly intact house near

Chooralmala. » PAGE 5

The death toll in separate
incidents of cloudbursts
and �ash �oods across Hi-
machal Pradesh rose to six
on Friday, even as rescue
and search operations con-
tinued on a war footing.

As many as 47 people
are still missing in Shimla,
Mandi and Kullu districts,
after heavy rain left rivers
in spate. Fifty-�ve people
have been evacuated so
far, while 27 are stranded
at di�erent places.

Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, who visit-
ed Samej in Shimla district
to review the ongoing relief
and rehabilitation e�orts,

said, “Each a�ected family
will receive ₹50,000 as im-
mediate assistance and
₹5,000 per month, for
three months, for hiring
rented accommodation.” 

Mr. Sukhu said wides-
pread damage was report-
ed in Shimla, Mandi and
Kullu districts on Wednes-

day. Vehicular tra�c was
disrupted across the State
as several roads were
blocked due to landslides
and debris. The rain has
damaged several roads, in-
cluding national and State
highways and bridges,
causing losses worth
crores of rupees.

Himachal �ood toll mounts
to six; 47 people still missing
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Task at hand: A rescue operation under way at Rajvan village in

Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh on Friday. PTI

Citing The Hindu’s fact-
check on Home Minister
Amit Shah’s speech in Par-
liament on the landslides
in Wayanad, the Congress
has moved a privilege mo-
tion in the Rajya Sabha
against him for misleading
the House.

Congress chief whip in
the Rajya Sabha Jairam Ra-
mesh wrote to Chairman of
the Upper House Jagdeep
Dhankhar citing The Hindu
report, which, he said,
shows that Mr. Shah’s “em-
phatic statements on early
warnings issued by the Un-
ion government have been
proven to be false”.

He said privilege pro-
ceedings should be initiat-
ed against the Home

Minister.
Answering a calling at-

tention motion, Mr. Shah
had said that the �rst ad-
vance warning was sent to
the State on July 23 and
subsequent warnings were
issued on July 24, 25 and
26.

Nine NDRF teams were
sent on July 23 to prepare
for the impending tragedy,
he had said. 

Cong. moves privilege
motion over Shah’s
speech on Wayanad

Amit Shah

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON 
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Most of India’s personal in-
come-tax payers have
moved to the simpler new
tax regime in the �nancial
year 2023-24, with 72% of
those who had �led their
returns opting for it, even
as the number of Income
Tax (I-T) return �lings rose
7.5% to hit a record high of
almost 7.29 crore.

“Out of the total ITRs
[I-T returns] of 7.28 crore
�led for Assessment Year
2024-25, 5.27 crore have
been �led in the new tax
regime compared to 2.01
crore ITRs �led in the old
tax regime,” the Central
Board of Direct Taxes said
on Friday, terming the in-
crease in number of tax-
payers under the new tax
regime “heartening”.

The switchover has like-
ly been expedited by signif-
icant changes in the new
tax regime. Apart from
making the new system
“the default tax regime”,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had slashed
the tax rate slabs to �ve
from six and raised the tax-
free income limit to ₹3 lakh

from ₹2.5 lakh. Last year’s
Budget had also granted a
hike in the tax rebate limit
from ₹5 lakh to ₹7 lakh a
year under the new tax re-
gime, compared with ₹5
lakh a year applicable for
the old tax regime. 

72% of assessees opted for
new tax regime in 2023-24
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 8

End of a long wait

Great win: Goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh was in his element as India beat Australia 3-2 in a Pool B men’s

hockey match on Friday. India, which posted its first win over the Kookaburras in the Olympics since

1972, has made the quarterfinals as the second best team in the pool. AP (FULL REPORT: PAGE 15)

DEATH RAINS ON WAYANAD 

» PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 8
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Timings

DELHI

SATURDAY, AUG. 03

RISE 05:45 SET 19:11

RISE 04:17 SET 18:46

SUNDAY, AUG. 04

RISE 05:45 SET 19:10

RISE 05:18 SET 19:25

MONDAY, AUG. 05

RISE 05:46 SET 19:09

RISE 06:17 SET 19:58

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

DEATH

DEATH

F
inance Minister At-
ishi ordered a ma-
gisterial probe into

the deaths of 14 inmates at
Asha Kiran, a shelter home
in Rohini for people with
intellectual disability, and
promised that if found, ne-
gligent behaviour “would
not go unpunished”.

Lieutenant-Governor
V.K. Saxena also directed a
comprehensive inquiry in-
to all shelter homes run by
the Delhi government, and
ordered a White Paper on
the homes run by the So-
cial Welfare, Women and
Child Department and the
Delhi Urban Shelter Im-
provement Board. 

O�cial data stated that
25 inmates died at the go-
vernment-run shelter
home since February, with
14 deaths — including that
of a minor and six women
— occurring in July alone.

Reports stated that sev-
eral of the deceased were
su�ering from health is-
sues, including lung infec-
tions, tuberculosis and
pneumonia. Results of the
post-mortem are awaited. 

“Initial investigation re-

vealed that many de-
ceased su�ered from phys-
ical problems other than
intellectual disability.
Fourteen deaths in a
month is a very serious
matter. Given this, we have
ordered a magisterial in-
quiry and a deadline of 48
hours has been given for a
preliminary investigation
report,” Ms. Atishi said at a
press conference. 

The facility houses 980
inmates, and has round-
the-clock medical care un-
its, which include six doc-
tors, 17 nurses, and 450 ca-
regivers. 

The Minister said strin-
gent action would be taken
against those found guilty
of negligence. 

A letter from the L-G of-

�ce to the Chief Secretary
also stated that the parents
or guardians of the indivi-
duals must be contacted
and compensated suitably.

“Mr. Saxena has ob-
served that this lack of sen-
sitivity and absence of su-
pervision points not only
to dereliction of duty but is
also an act of criminality
against the most helpless
and disadvantaged, who
were entrusted to the care
of the government,” the
letter stated. 

‘Horror home’

Rajya Sabha member Swati
Maliwal visited the shelter
home and termed its con-
dition “horri�c”.

“People who need spe-
cial care are being treated

like animals. It’s a horror
home!” she posted on X.
Ms. Maliwal added that
during her visit, she had
observed overcrowding
and a lack of beds. The
former Delhi Commission
for Women chief said she
would raise the issue in
Parliament.

BJP workers carried out
a protest outside the shel-
ter home on Friday, with
party leader Rekha Gupta
stating that the crores of
rupees allocated by the
Delhi government to run it
were being “misused”.

“There is nothing in the
name of facilities inside
the shelter home. The chil-
dren are being given dirty
water through tankers,
and there is no ambulance
facility to take them to the
hospital,” she said.

Delhi Mahila Congress
workers too staged a prot-
est outside the facility.

The National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights and National Com-
mission for Women’s
Rights also took cogni-
sance of the issue.

The AAP government,
meanwhile, declined to is-
sue a reply to the allega-
tions levelled against it. 

Atishi orders inquiry into
deaths at govt. shelter home

Delhi Mahila Congress workers protest against the government

outside Asha Kiran shelter home on Friday. ANI

14 deaths in July at facility for people with intellectual disability a serious matter, says Minister;

absence of supervision points to criminal act: L-G; inmates treated like animals, alleges Maliwal

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

A portion of a three-storey
building collapsed in north-
west Delhi’s Jahangirpuri
area on Friday, killing three
persons and injuring four,
said the Delhi police.

According to the Delhi
Fire Services, an emergen-
cy call was received at 12.51
p.m., following which �ve
�re tenders were pressed
into service. National Disas-
ter Response Force teams
were also rushed to the
spot. 

“The building was being
repaired after occupants re-
ported severe water seep-
age when the roof col-
lapsed following heavy
rain, trapping the workers
inside,” said a senior police
o�cer.

The o�cer said a man

named Jitendra owned the
commercial building. He
had rented it out to several
people who ran small busi-
nesses like sewing shops.
An FIR under relevant sec-
tions has been registered
against him.

After an hours-long res-
cue operation, two persons
— a woman, Phoolwati, and
a man, Vinod — were
rushed to Babu Jagjivan
Ram Memorial Hospital,
where they were declared
dead on arrival. Another

person, Mukesh, suc-
cumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment. Four others,
including three men — Tha-
kur Das, Hari Shankar and
Jasin — and one woman,
Nirmala, sustained injuries
and are being treated.

Rescue operations were
completed by 7 p.m., as per
an update by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).

In a statement, the civic
body said the building was
located in an area deve-
loped by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA).“Till
date, the area has not been
handed over to the MCD for
repair of roads or drains,” it
said.

The DDA, however, stat-
ed that the building was
“neither constructed nor
maintained by it”, and was
built on private land. 

Three dead, four injured after portion
of building collapses in Jahangirpuri 
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The building crumbled during repairs, trapping several people

under the rubble. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

The Delhi High Court on
Friday transferred the
probe into the drowning of
three Civil Services aspi-
rants in the basement of a
coaching centre in Old Ra-
jinder Nagar on July 27
from Delhi Police to the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI). The court said
it took the decision after
taking into account “the se-
riousness of incidents and
that it may involve corrup-
tion by public servants”.

A Bench of Acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela
asked the Central Vigilance
Commission to appoint a
senior o�cial to oversee
the CBI probe in a time-
bound manner.

The court wondered
how the police arrested the
SUV driver who was driv-
ing past the institute where
the incident took place in-
stead of the o�cial who
did not notice that the
stormwater drain in the
area was dysfunctional. It
pulled up the police for not
questioning any Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) o�cial or even seiz-
ing the relevant �le from
the civic body, which could
have been an important
piece of evidence.

“Mercifully, you have
not challaned the rainwa-
ter for entering the base-
ment... You would have
said, ‘How dare the water
enter the basement’. You
could have �ned the water
also, the way you arrested
the SUV driver for driving
his car there,” the Bench
remarked.

It constituted a commit-
tee to revamp and reform
the administrative, �nan-
cial, and physical infras-
tructure in the Capital after
observing that the city was
heading “from one crisis to
another”. 

The panel, headed by
the Delhi Chief Secretary
and comprising the DDA
Vice-Chairperson, Delhi
Police Commissioner, and
MCD commissioner, was
asked to submit its report
within eight weeks.

Court hauls up police,
transfers IAS coaching
centre case to CBI 
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Mercifully, you have not
challaned the rainwater
for entering the
basement... You could
have �ned the water
also, the way you
arrested the SUV driver
for driving his car there

HIGH COURT BENCH

At least four coaching insti-
tutes — Vajiram & Ravi Insti-
tute for IAS Examination,
Drishti IAS, NEXT IAS, and
SRIRAM’s IAS — have of-
fered ₹10 lakh each to the
families of Shreya Yadav,
Tanya Soni and Nevin Dal-
vin, the three Civil Services
aspirants who died after
they were trapped for over
four hours when water sud-
denly gushed into the base-
ment of Rau’s IAS Study Cir-
cle in Old Rajinder Nagar
on July 27.

Drishti and SRIRAM’s
have also o�ered a compen-
sation of ₹10 lakh to Nilesh
Rai, another UPSC aspirant,
who was electrocuted in
Patel Nagar on July 22. In a
statement on X, Vajiram &
Ravi said it is “volunteering
to admit free of cost stu-
dents who are currently en-
rolled with Rau’s IAS Study
Circle” preparing for the
Mains Exam 2024 and Pre-
lims-cum-Mains 2025.

Scores of Civil Services
aspirants, who have been
staging protests over the
deaths of the three stu-
dents, called the compen-
sation a gimmick.

Meanwhile, the faculty
members of Rau’s IAS Stu-
dy Circle said online classes
will begin from August 5.

4 coaching
institutes o�er
₹10 lakh each
to victims’ kin

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

With Delhi University ad-
missions entering the se-
cond phase of the Com-
mon Seat Allocation

System, under which can-
didates can mark their
preferences on the DU
dashboard, the Dean of
Admissions on Friday
held a webinar to explain
the process in detail.

DU holds webinar to explain
admission process to students

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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Angered by the disruption
in the supply of potatoes,
the Odisha government an-
nounced plans to reduce
its reliance on West Bengal
by opting to bring in the
tuber from Uttar Pradesh.

Food Supplies and Con-
sumer Welfare Minister
Krushna Chandra Patra
said, “We have already
brought in 10 trucks of po-
tato from Uttar Pradesh.
We will not entirely stop
our purchase from West
Bengal...we will no more
solely depend on the State
for potato.”

“Gradually, we will in-
crease our production and
reduce the ‘import’ of oth-
er food commodities also,”
Mr. Patra said, comment-
ing on increase in price of
potato due to its shortage.

A quintal of potatoes
will cost ₹2,600 if brought
from West Bengal while
the higher transportation
costs from U.P. will raise
the price to ₹2,700.

The West Bengal go-
vernment last week
stopped truckloads of po-
tato at the Odisha border,
forcing the trucks to re-
turn. This led to a sharp in-
crease in potato prices.
Some traders managed to
smuggle potato-laden
trucks into Odisha, but

these were insu�cient.
State traders’ associa-

tion president Sudhakar
Panda said, “The prices of
potato are getting stabil-
ised following ‘import’
from Uttar Pradesh. More
trucks are likely to arrive in
the coming days.”

Though there was anger
among government func-
tionaries and traders about
stoppage of potato at the
border, traders are also ap-
prehensive of the quality of
tuber coming from U.P.
The longer time taken in
transportation can deterio-
rate its shelf life.

Chief Minister Mohan
Majhi had held a discus-
sion with his counterpart
Mamata Banerjee during
recent NITI Aayog meeting
in New Delhi. The discus-
sion did not yield the de-
sired result. 

Former CM and Leader
of the Opposition Naveen
Patnaik too had written to
Ms. Banerjee requesting
her intervention.

Odisha taps U.P. to
reduce its potato
reliance on Bengal

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

We will not entirely stop
our purchase from West
Bengal...we will no more
solely depend on the
State 

KRUSHNA CHANDRA PATRA
Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare MinisterT

he IAF’s Chinook
and MI17 helicop-
ters on Friday

joined the rescue opera-
tions in Uttarakhand to
evacuate stranded pilgrims
on the rain-ravaged trek
route to Kedarnath.

The route to Kedarnath
had su�ered extensive
damage as a result of a
cloudburst in Junglechatti
near Lincholi on Wednes-
day night.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said since the
start of rescue operations
on Thursday morning,
5,000 people have been
evacuated to safety, with
some being airlifted. 

The State Disaster Res-
ponse Force (SDRF) and
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) aided in the
e�orts, he said.

“If the weather remains
good, all stranded pilgrims
will be taken to safe loca-
tions by this evening,” Mr.
Dhami said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to Mr.
Dhami over the phone on
relief and rescue opera-

tions, and assured him of
all possible help.

According to o�cials,
nearly 2,100 people were
rescued on Friday by 3.30
p.m.. Aerial and surface
rescue operations by NDRF
and SDRF personnel on
Thursday led to the safe
evacuation of more than
3,000 pilgrims.

As many as 18,000 food
packets and 35,000 water
bottles have been distribut-
ed among pilgrims in Ke-
darnath, Lincholi, Bhimba-
li, Sonprayag, Shersi,
Guptkashi and Chaimasi, a

State government release
stated. Two helpline num-
bers — 7579257572 and
01364-233387 — and one
emergency number 112
have also been issued by
the district administration
to help people get informa-
tion about their stranded
kin among the pilgrims,
they said.

‘Give funds to all’
Meanwhile, Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge
demanded that the Modi
government immediately
provide additional disaster

management funds to
States without any
discrimination.

He also called for im-
proving disaster manage-
ment and taking steps by
adopting a scienti�c ap-
proach to make a solid pol-
icy for dealing with the ef-
fects of climate change
such as �oods, heavy rain-
fall, cloudburst and
drought-like situations.

He made the remarks
while condoling the loss of
lives due to cloudburst and
heavy rainfall in
Uttarakhand.

IAF’s Chinook, MI17 choppers
join rescue operations in
Uttarakhand; 5,000 evacuated

A tough task: SDRF and police personnel climbing a steep hill while rescuing stranded pilgrims on the

Kedarnath Yatra’s Sonprayag-Gaurikund route on Friday. ANI

SDRF and NDRF are aiding in the e�orts, says CM Dhami; 18,000 food packets, 35,000 water

bottles distributed among pilgrims; Union Home Minister assures all possible help to the State

Press Trust of India
RUDRAPRAYAG 
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The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has seized docu-
ments containing informa-
tion about suspicious
transactions worth ₹21
crore for 23,000 patients
during searches conducted
in connection with a case
of alleged generation of
fake Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana cards in Himachal
Pradesh, it said on Friday. 

The searches were car-
ried out at 20 locations in
Delhi, Chandigarh, Punjab,
and Himachal Pradesh
(Kangra, Una, Shimla,
Mandi and Kullu) on July 31
against several hospitals
and their managements. 

373 fake cards
The probe is based on an
FIR registered by the State
Vigilance & Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau in Himachal
Pradesh’s Una. “During in-
vestigation, as many as 373
fake Ayushman cards have
been identi�ed wherein
claims of about ₹40.68 lakh
were made for reimburse-
ment from the government
in the name of treatments
given to the said card be-
ne�ciaries...hospitals have
made claims for treat-
ments/surgery/admission
which were actually never
given/done to the patient,”
it said.

ED seizes
documents in
fake Ayushman
cards case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday dismissed a plea by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s close aide Bibhav Ku-
mar challenging his arrest
in connection with the al-
leged assault on AAP MP
Swati Maliwal at the CM’s
residence.

Mr. Kumar, currently in
judicial custody, is alleged
to have assaulted Ms. Mali-
wal on May 13 at the Chief
Minister’s o�cial resi-
dence. Subsequently, he
was arrested on May 18.

Mr. Kumar, in his plea,
had sought a direction to
declare his arrest as illegal
and in gross violation of
the provisions of Section
41A (notice of appearance
before police o�cer) of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and against the man-
date of the law.

Delhi Police had op-
posed the petition and sub-
mitted that Mr. Kumar was
not arrested “in haste” and
he was taken into custody
as per the law.

The FIR against Mr. Ku-
mar was registered on May
16 under various provi-
sions of the IPC, including
those related to criminal
intimidation, assault or cri-
minal force on a woman
with the intent to disrobe,
and attempt to commit cul-
pable homicide.

HC dismisses
Bibhav’s plea
challenging
his arrest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Rajya Sabha MP Parimal Nathwani on Friday said
he has drawn the attention of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to various issues related to Asiatic
lions in Gujarat and the need for more facilities
and infrastructure for tourists visiting Gir forest.
Mr. Nathwani, a member of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, presented the �rst copy of his
new book Call of the Gir to Mr. Modi in New Delhi
on July 31. Talking to reporters about his
interaction with the Prime Minister, Mr.
Nathwani said he stressed the need for new lion
sanctuaries like Barda Wildlife Sanctuary. PTI

Modi urged to create new
lion sanctuaries in Gujarat 

INBRIEF
�

In a major crackdown on reckless behaviour, the
Railway Protection Force has arrested a
YouTuber for endangering public safety by
criminal tampering with railway tracks for
publicity. Viral videos on Twitter had shown a
person placing various kinds of objects on
railway tracks, including a gas cylinder, stones,
birds with their legs tied, prompting an urgent
investigation. The culprit, Gulzar Sheikh, has
uploaded more than 250 videos on his YouTube
channel, which has over two lakh subscribers.
His on-camera activities posed a signi�cant risk
to both railway safety and operations, the
Ministry of Railways has stated.

RPF arrests YouTuber for
dangerous rail track stunts 

T
he Supreme Court
on Monday advised
statesmanship and

empathy on the part of the
government while reach-
ing out to protesting farm-
ers, who have blockaded
the Shambhu border link-
ing Punjab and Haryana. It
also suggested the setting
up of a “neutral panel” to
negotiate with the farmers.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant was consi-
dering the prospect of
opening the boundary in a
phased manner to allow
free movement for com-
muters, especially ambu-
lances and senior citizens
travelling between the
States.

Farmers have been prot-
esting on the inter-State
boundary since February
over various issues, includ-
ing a statutory guarantee
for minimum support
price for crops.

“Do not hurt their senti-
ments. Show statesman-
ship. Try to convince them

that their tractors, JCBs,
and agricultural equip-
ment ought to return to
where they are required, in
their farms and lands,” Jus-
tice Kant addressed Harya-
na, Punjab, and the
Centre.

The Bench suggested
having a former top court
judge with an agricultural
background to be part of
the “neutral panel” to ne-
gotiate with the farmers
and the government. It
mooted inclusion of agri-

cultural scientists, econo-
mists, and professors from
agricultural universities in
Punjab and Haryana in the
committee.

‘No suspicion’
Justice Kant said though
there may be seasoned pol-
iticians who could be part
of the panel, it did not
want to raise any suspicion
in the minds of the farmers
that such people would
take advantage of the prot-
ests to ful�l their political

agendas. 
“We want a smooth be-

ginning to the dialogue
process. Sometimes there
is a mindblock when a pol-
itician comes into the pic-
ture. We suggest neutral
persons,” Justice Kant ob-
served orally.

The court scheduled the
next hearing for August 12.

In the previous hearing,
the court had referred to a
“trust de�cit” between the
agitating farmers and the
government.

SC suggests setting up of
a ‘neutral panel’ for talks
with protesting farmers

Tractors parked at the Shambhu border in Punjab by protesting farmers . FILE PHOTO

‘Do not hurt their sentiments. Show statesmanship. Try to convince them that their tractors, JCBs

and agricultural equipment ought to return to where they are required, in their farms and lands’ 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The resignation of a former
MLA on Friday has reignit-
ed the battle between the
“original” and “imported”
leaders within the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) in
Assam.

Ashok Sarma, who was
the Nalbari MLA from 2016
to 2021, said the lack of res-
pect for elders in the party
was the primary reason
why he quit the BJP. He
was denied a ticket in 2021
and found himself side-
lined in the party since.

“I did not leave the BJP
during its bad days nor did
I revolt when I was not gi-
ven the ticket in the 2021
Assembly polls,” he told
journalists after submitting
his resignation.

“A few who joined the
party over the past few
years do not know how to
respect the elders,” said
Mr. Sarma, who was issued
a show-cause notice in May
for criticising the BJP’s

State leadership. He said
he would join Congress on
August 9.

Mr. Sarma is the second
people’s representative
from the “old” or “origi-
nal” set of leaders who quit
the BJP in the last �ve
years. The �rst was former
MP Ram Prasad Sharma af-
ter he was denied a ticket
to contest the Tezpur par-
liamentary constituency in
2019.

Closed-door meeting
The ex-MLA’s resignation
coincided with the second
closed-door meeting vete-
ran BJP leader Rajen Go-

hain held with disgruntled
old party leaders in
Golaghat.

Mr. Gohain, a former
Union Minister, held a si-
milar meeting with other
party veterans of eastern
Assam in Tinsukia on July
31. He did not disclose
what was discussed at the
two meetings.

Friday’s developments
have triggered specula-
tions about the BJP house
not being in order with less
than two years to go before
the next Assembly
elections.

Reacting to the former
MP’s meetings, Chief Mi-
nister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma said: “We are not wor-
ried about who is going
where but they should re-
main good Hindus. The
Hindu society of Assam is
at stake.”

The Chief Minister and
many MLAs who defected
from Congress in 2015 and
thereafter are referred to
as “new” BJP leaders while
those who strengthened

the party since the 1980s
are called the “old”
leaders.

Ahead of this year’s Lok
Sabha polls, Mr. Gohain
had publicly criticised the
2023 delimitation exercise
that changed the demo-
graphic composition of
Nowgong (now Nagaon),
the Lok Sabha seat he re-
presented four times from
1999-2019.

‘Take measures’
Another BJP leader, Manoj
Kumar Mahanta appealed
to eight former presidents
of the party to examine
why the senior leaders
want to quit the party. He
said appropriate measures
should be taken to arrest
this tendency.

“The BJP is enjoying
power in Assam for the se-
cond successive term be-
cause of the hard work and
sacri�ce of thousands of its
workers. Unfortunately,
the party seems to be on
the path of disintegration
now,” he said.

Former MLA quits, reignites ‘original’
and ‘imported’ divide in Assam BJP
Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Ex-MLA Ashok Sarma

Months after a 23-year-old
Dalit girl, who was a victim
of sexual harassment, died
after allegedly falling from
an ambulance in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sagar district,
the police has claimed that
its investigation has found
no foul play in her death.

Additional Superinten-
dent of Police, Sagar, San-
jeev Uikey told The Hindu
on Friday that a forensic in-
vestigation of the girl’s mo-
bile phone has revealed
that the incident in which
she died did not involve
any criminal conspiracy.

The girl, a resident of Sa-
gar’s Khurai, had passed
away on May 26 after she
reportedly fell from the
ambulance while taking
home the body of her un-
cle, who died after he was
allegedly thrashed a day
before by some men over a
dispute.

Forensic report
negates foul
play in girl’s
death: police 

Mehul Malpani
BHOPALSamajwadi Party chief Akhi-

lesh Yadav on Friday de-
manded the permanent
withdrawal of the Uttar Pra-
desh Nazul Property (Man-
agement and Use for Public
Purposes) Bill, 2024, calling
it a decision that would
completely uproot homes.
“It is entirely a decision to
uproot homes because a
bulldozer cannot run over
every house,” the SP presi-
dent said in a post on X. 

The Lok Sabha MP ac-
cused the BJP of deriving
joy by causing su�ering to
people. “Ever since the BJP
came to power, people have
been struggling for liveli-
hood and employment, and
now the ruling party wants
to snatch away their homes
as well,” he said.

Nazul land refers to go-
vernment-owned land but
not directly managed as
State property. These were
originally acquired during
the colonial period for pur-

poses such as public utili-
ties, administrative func-
tions or settlement of
displaced individuals. Over
time, they have been used
or leased for various public
and private purposes.

Objections raised
On Wednesday, the State
Assembly had passed the
Bill that aims to prevent its
conversion into private ow-
nership. However, on
Thursday, the Legislative
Council did not approve it,
and sent it to the Select
Committee of the House on
the demand of the mem-
bers of the ruling party. 

The Bill proposes that
any court proceedings or
applications for transfer-
ring Nazul land to private
individuals or institutions
will be cancelled and reject-
ed, ensuring that these
lands remain under govern-
ment control. The Bill al-
lows the State government
to extend lease for current
leaseholders in good stand-
ing, who regularly pay rent

and comply with the terms
of the lease. 

The Bill has faced dissent
from members of both the
Opposition and the ruling
National Democratic Al-
liance, including several BJP
legislators.

Apna Dal leader and Un-
ion Minister Anupriya Patel
and Nirbal Indian Shoshit
Hamara Aam Dal (NISHAD)
chief Sanjay Nishad have
called it “unnecessary” and
“against public senti-
ments”. “I �rmly believe
the government should
withdraw this Bill,” Ms. Pa-
tel posted on X, hours after
the Bill was passed.

Mr. Nishad, State Minis-
ter and BJP ally, said, “If we
[government] displace
anyone living on these
lands for 70-80 years, these
poor people will displace
the ruling regime in 2027.
The government should
take vacant land, but
should accommodate the
poor living on Nazul land.”

(With inputs from The
Hindu Bureau)

U.P. govt. continues to face
heat over Nazul land Bill
Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW
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Stepping out of home un-
escorted proved to be a
costly misadventure for 18-
month-old Pulluri Vihaan
at Adarsh Nagar Colony of
Jawahar Nagar, located
about 25 kilometres from
the zero mile of Hyderabad
city. The toddler’s mother,
Venkata Lakshmi, saw him
last around 6.30 p.m. on
July 16 this year while going
out with her husband to
buy medicines for her ail-
ing daughter. 

The family, originally
from Siddipet district, had
been staying at Lakshmi’s
brother’s house in Hydera-
bad. “Vihaan came run-
ning to the gate, o�ering a
piece of banana to me. I
petted him and left along
with my husband, with the

image of my cheerful son
imprinted in my mind,” re-
calls Lakshmi, a homemak-
er. 

Just hours later, she saw
her son’s body at the mor-
tuary of Gandhi Hospital in
Hyderabad — dis�gured,
swollen and full of deep
gash wounds.

As soon as Vihaan had
stepped out of the gate es-
caping his grandmother’s
watch, he was dragged
away by a pack of stray
dogs that attacked him vi-
ciously for 20 minutes be-
fore anybody noticed.

Two private hospitals
refused admission seeing
the boy’s condition. He
was �nally shifted to Gand-
hi Hospital, 16 kilometres
away. Vihaan died on the
way.

Municipal apathy
Local residents blame the
incident on the apathy of

municipal authorities,
whose lack of action, they
allege, has turned the go-
vernment land into a ha-
ven for dogs and drug
addicts.

“Under the cover of
darkness, meat sellers and
restaurateurs dump waste
here every night. Stray
dogs feed on that and
thrive. Attacks on people
returning home at night

are a routine occurrence,”
says K. Satyanarayanacha-
ri, a resident.

Door-to-door garbage
collection, segregation and
disposal as enunciated in
the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, is still a
distant dream for Telanga-
na, which bagged over 20
awards in Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2024.

Mounds of garbage line

both sides of the main road
leading to Adarsh Nagar
area, with packs of dogs
rummaging through the
waste for food.

“Private garbage collec-
tors charge ₹100-150 per
month, which people here
cannot a�ord to pay. They
deposit the trash in dum-
per bins installed at select
locations by the municipal-
ity or in the open for the
dogs to forage,” says K.
Kishore, president of the
Adarsh Nagar Welfare
Association.

Vihaan is the 15th fatali-
ty due to canine attacks in
Telangana this year alone.
About 75% of the victims
are children.

Less than three weeks
before Vihaan’s death, se-
ven-year-old Vishal, son of
migrant labourers from Bi-
har, was mauled to death
by stray dogs in Isnapur of
Patancheru mandal, San-

gareddy district. On the
same day, three kilometres
away in Muthangi village, a
seven-month-old was also
attacked by dogs but was
fortunately rescued and ta-
ken to hospital. In April,
Deepali, another toddler,
had been mauled to death
in Jeedimetla area.

The news of Vihaan’s
death sparked outrage
across the city. Residents
held a demonstration at
the attack site, seeking so-
lution to the stray dogs is-
sue. 

Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy was forced to
take note, and issued in-
structions to prevent the
recurrence of such inci-
dents.The Greater Hydera-
bad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) dog-catching
squads descended on the
area, capturing over 100
dogs and relocating them
to animal care centres

managed by Blue Cross, an
NGO.

Call for culling
The demand for euthanis-
ing stray dogs is growing
shriller with each new at-
tack. Post Vihaan’s death,
Forum for Better Hydera-
bad, a civil society organi-
sation, invoked provisions
of the GHMC Act to argue
that strays can be culled.

In a letter to the Princi-
pal Secretary of Municipal
Administration & Urban
Development, the forum’s
president, M. Padmanabha
Reddy, questioned why
dogs may not be killed
when culling orders are is-
sued for wild animals like
boars and elephants when
they become unmanagea-
ble. 

Srinivasulu Chelmala, a
Zoology professor at Hyde-
rabad’s Osmania Universi-
ty with a special interest in

wildlife biology, o�ers a
unique perspective into
the aggression among stray
dogs, and attributes it to
absence of early imprint-
ing of the human as the
leader of the pack. “Dogs
evolved from wolves. Their
domestication happened
around the time humans
shifted to agriculture-
based lifestyle, which is ve-
ry recent in anthropologi-
cal perspective. When wild
instincts kick in, dogs are
equal to wild animals,” he
says. 

If puppies are exposed
to human petting and con-
trol, they will not exhibit
such aggressive behaviour,
he says. Even if one dog
without this early imprint
initiates an attack, the oth-
ers form a pseudo-pack
and join in. 

Disquiet in Telangana as canine attacks claim 15 lives in the State this year

Swathi Vadlamudi

The spot in Jawahar Nagar where Vihaan was killed. NAGARA GOPAL
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Announcing an inde�nite
strike with immediate ef-
fect from Friday, the mem-
bers of all �shermen asso-
ciations in Rameswaram
said they would resume
work only when their grie-
vances were redressed by
the Tamil Nadu and Union
governments. An urgent
meeting of various �sher-
men associations was held
at Rameswaram under the
leadership of Sagayam.

The meeting resolved to
boycott �shing from Friday
until all the �shermen
from Tamil Nadu arrested
by Sri Lanka were re-
leased. The members stat-
ed that though the govern-
ments helped in release of
the arrested �shermen in
the past, the impounded
mechanised trawlers were
yet to be returned. Hence,
the governments should
get back the boats that
were in good condition
and provide compensation
for those crafts that were
beyond repair.

The meeting thanked
Tamil Nadu government
for immediately providing
solatium of ₹10 lakh to the
family members of �sher-
man K. Malaisamy, 59, who
had died mid-sea after his

boat was allegedly dam-
aged by a surveillance ves-
sel of the Sri Lankan Navy
on Wednesday night. In
the same incident, another
�sherman V. Ramachan-
dran, 64, was said to be
missing, while Mookiah,
54, and Muthu Muniandi,
57, had been detained by
the Sri Lankan Navy.

‘Centre should help’
Speaking to mediapersons,
Mr. Sagayam said the
Centre should come to the
rescue of �shermen as it in-
volved their livelihood. 

Thanking the govern-
ment and the o�cials for
carrying out search opera-
tion along the Palk Straits
after Ramachandran went
missing, he said the go-
vernment should give com-
pensation within about 10
days to the family mem-
bers regardless of if the
�sherman was found. 

Fishermen bat for
release of those
held by Sri Lanka

A meeting of fishermens’

associations on Friday.

The Hindu Bureau
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T
wo gritty survival
episodes provided
a glimmer of hope

for rescue workers scour-
ing forests and far-�ung
hills in the landslide-�at-
tened localities in Waya-
nad for signs of life.

On Friday, a forest team
led by Forest Range o�cer
(Kalpetta) Ashif Keloth
found Santha, a tribal wo-
man, and her four-year-old
son looking lost in the for-
ests near Erattukunnu. The
rugged locality is home to
the Kattu Paniya tribe. Mr.
Keloth told The Hindu in
Wayanad that the tribe
members were courteous
but generally aloof in stran-
gers’ presence.

Mr. Keloth and his team
had visited the locality af-
ter the landslide on July 30.
They evacuated 24 tribe
members to the quarters of
a nearby plantation. He
was surprised to �nd the

lone tribal woman and her
son in the deep jungle.

Short on food
After much convincing,
Ms. Santha told the o�cer
that her husband, Krish-

nan, and three children,
aged 3, 2 and 1, had sought
refuge in a hollow on a
rock face a little distance
from the Sentinel waterfall
(Soochipara). She said the
family was short on food. 

Armed with ropes, the
forest team trekked with
the mother-son duo 7 km
through a switchback of
forested hills and dense
valleys to reach the top of
the rockface. The team
then rappelled down the
precipice to reach the cave
where the rest of the family
had taken refuge. 

The team found the chil-
dren naked and shivering.
A few half-eaten fruits were
strewn around. The forest
enforcers used a torn blan-
ket to secure the children
to their bodies as their col-

leagues hauled them up
the slithery and perilous
escarpment. 

On Friday, an Army and
NDRF team combing Pada-
vatti Kunnu for survivors
found four members of a
family hunkering down in
their surprisingly intact
house. The house abutted
one of the worst-hit and
far-�ung localities in Choo-
ralmala. The survivors es-
caped the worst ravages of
nature because their home
was away from the path of
the massive earthfall. 

The family appeared
shocked but willing to trek
to safety with their Army
escorts. 

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan lauded the Forest
Department and Army for
their bravery.

Two tales of survival kindle hope
among Wayanad rescue workers 

Trekking to safety: The Army rescuing four members of a family

from a landslide site on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A tribal family, with three children, cocooned in a hollow in a rock face, was rescued by a forest team after a 7-km trek;

Army and NDRF team combing Padavatti Kunnu found four members of a family in their surprisingly intact house 
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KALPETTA

Rahul Gandhi, Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, has said the Con-
gress will construct 100
houses for the survivors of
the landslides in Wayanad.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter visiting survivors and
families of the dead in
Wayanad on Friday, Mr.
Gandhi described the land-
slides as a “terrible trage-

dy” that should be treated
di�erently. The Congress
MP said he is going to raise
the matter in Delhi and
with Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan as “this is a dif-
ferent level of tragedy and
should be treated
di�erently”.

Right now the focus is
on �nding the bodies and
potential survivors, mak-
ing sure that the displaced
are comfortable in relief
camps, and rehabilitating

them, he said.
The MP said rehabilita-

tion is going to be very im-
portant as a lot of survivors
told him that they did not
want to go back to the land-
slides-hit areas. 

“So, I think it is impor-
tant that they are rehabili-
tated in a safe area and are
not forced to go back.
These are the things that
we have already raised
with the Kerala govern-
ment,” he said.

Congress will build 100 houses for survivors: Rahul 
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and K.C.

Venugopal visit Wayanad on Friday. ANI 

The Southern Bench of the
National Green Tribunal
has taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the devastating
landslides in Wayanad and
has directed the Kerala and
Tamil Nadu governments
to �le reports on landslide-
prone areas in the two
States.

The Bench comprising
Justice Pushpa Sathyana-
rayana and expert member
Satyagopal Korlapati on
Friday expressed deep
concerns about the inci-
dent, which has claimed
210 lives so far in Mundak-
kai and Chooralmala, in
Wayanad.

When the standing
counsel for Kerala noted
that nearly 90% of the
houses at the incident sites
were part of earlier settle-
ments, Justice Sathyana-
rayana remarked that the
terrain, characterised by
loose soil rather than rocky
ground, can only support a
limited amount of
development.

She then questioned the
State governments’ reluc-
tance to implement the re-
commendations from the
Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel, led by ecolo-
gist Madhav Gadgil, and
the High-Level Working
Group, chaired by re-
nowned scientist K.
Kasturirangan.

The next hearing on the
matter has been posted on
September 9.

NGT impleads
Kerala, T.N. in
suo motu case
on Wayanad
landslides
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Upping his ante against Go-
vernor Thaawarchand
Gehlot for issuing a show-
cause notice to him over
the alleged irregularities in
the allotment of sites by
the Mysuru Urban Deve-
lopment Authority (MUDA)
to his wife, Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday accused
the former of working as a
“puppet” in the hands of
the Centre.

This came a day after
the Council of Ministers
held a meeting and asked
the Governor to withdraw
the “illegal and anti-consti-
tutional” show-cause not-
ice issued to the Chief
Minister.

Speaking to pressper-
sons on his arrival in Mysu-
ru before proceeding to re-
view the �ood situation in
Kodagu, Mr. Siddaramaiah
accused the Centre of mis-
using the Raj Bhavan to
destabilise an elected State
government, while calling

upon the Governor to with-
draw the notice
immediately.

Mr. Siddaramaiah em-
phasised that he had no
role to play in the allot-
ment of residential sites to
his wife. 

He also accused T.J.

Abraham, an activist
whose complaint was the
basis for the Governor issu-
ing the show-cause notice,
of being a “blackmailer”
who had submitted such
complaints against several
people. 

In haste
He sought to know the rea-
son for the “haste” with
which the Governor had is-
sued a show-cause notice.
“Before issuing a show-
cause notice to the Chief
Minister, shouldn’t the Go-
vernor go through all legal
aspects comprehensively,”
he asked.

Though the Chief Secre-
tary had sent a detailed ex-
planation to the Governor
the same day, the Raj Bha-
van had not considered it. 

Governor is working as ‘puppet’ of Centre,
says Siddaramaiah on MUDA ‘scam’ notice 
The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah speaking to reporters on his arrival at

Mysuru airport on Friday. M.A. SRIRAM

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Friday described the
proposed BJP-JD(S) pa-
dayatra against alleged ir-
regularities in the Mysuru
Urban Development Auth-
ority (MUDA), as a yatra “of
the corrupt, by the cor-
rupt, for the corrupt”.

The seven-day foot
march from Bengaluru to
Mysuru is set to begin on
Saturday.

At ‘Janandolana’, a pro-
gramme organised by the
Congress to “expose the
BJP scams”, he said,
“When the BJP-JD(S) pa-
dayatra reaches Bidadi, we
want them to answer our
questions on their ₹87-

crore scam in the Bhovi
Development Corporation
and ₹47-crore scam in the
APMCs during their re-
gime. I challenge them to
answer within a week, else
we will give the details of
the scam.” “Why are the
BJP and the JD(S) not �ght-
ing this corruption or in-
vestigating it,” he asked.

Challenging Union Mi-
nister and JD(S) State presi-
dent H.D. Kumaraswamy
to disclose his and his fami-
ly’s assets, Mr. Shivakumar
said, “His family has hun-
dreds of acres near Bidadi
and 200 to 250 acres near
Kumbalgod. Let him dis-
close the value of his
property.”

We will expose BJP scams,
says Karnataka Deputy CM 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

D.K. Shivakumar participating in a bike rally in Bidadi on Friday. 

The Telangana Assembly
has taken a serious view of
a morphed video of the As-
sembly proceedings insult-
ing Panchayat Raj Minister
Danasari Anasuya alias
Seethakka in circulation in
the social media.

Speaker G. Prasad Ku-
mar said orders would be
issued for a serious exami-
nation of the morphed vi-
deo and stringent action
will be initiated against
those found guilty of the
o�ence. 

Stern action
The Speaker said civil so-
ciety would hang its head
in shame once it watches
the morphed video and
therefore it was decided to

deal sternly with such de-
velopments. 

He was responding to
Legislative A�airs Minister
D. Sridhar Babu’s request
in the House on Friday. 

The Minister, during a
discussion on amend-
ments to Telangana Civil
Courts Act expressed con-
cern that the morphed vi-
deo was an a�ront to the

dignity of the House. 
“All the legislators need

to join hands cutting across
party lines in protecting
the dignity of the House,”
he said.

BRS member K.T. Rama
Rao suggested that the
House study the practices
in the Parliament on
whether taking videos and
photographs inside the
House was permitted. 

Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy, who was an MP in
the past, said there was no
such provision in the Par-
liament and it was strictly
prohibited. 

He recalled that a Con-
gress Rajya Sabha member
Rajni Patil was suspended
for the entire session on
the charges that she took
videos of the proceedings
in the Upper House.

Telangana House takes serious
view of morphed video of
proceedings involving Minister 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Danasari Anasuya

Tirumala Tirupati Devas-
thanams (TTD) Executive
O�cer J. Shyamala Rao on
Friday said extensive prep-
arations were under way
for the annual Brahmotsa-
vams of Lord Venkateswa-
ra, beginning October 4.

He told the media that
work was in full swing and
would be completed by the
end of September.

The pushkarini (temple
tank) has been closed since
August 1 for renovation
and maintenance works,
and the ‘Pushkarini Ha-
rathi’ rituals will remain
suspended till August 31,
Mr. Rao said. 

Tirumala
getting ready
for annual
Brahmotsavams

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUMALA

The Telangana govern-
ment has resolved to bring
out a comprehensive
sports policy to encourage
budding sportsmen from
the State to participate in
tournaments in the nation-
al and international arena.

Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy said the go-
vernment has made bud-
getary allocation of ₹321
crore for sports this year.
Studies of policies under
implementation in di�e-
rent States were taken up
and it was found that Ha-
ryana has the best policy
relating to the encourage-
ment and assistance to
sportspersons. “A compre-
hensive policy will be ta-
bled in the Legislature in
the next session,” he said.

He recalled that infras-
tructure was created for
hosting the Afro-Asian
games in the city, but suc-
cessive governments ne-
glected the sports sector.
The government was fo-
cussed on prompting
sports infrastructure and
had accordingly held dis-
cussions with the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
for constructing a world
class stadium in the pro-
posed city at Mucherla. 

Mr. Revanth Reddy re-
called that sports events
were held for legislators in
the past, but the practice
was not followed since the
formation of a separate
State. He asked Speaker G.
Prasad Kumar to constitute
an all party committee to
�nalise details relating to
legislators’ sports meet so
that it could be held soon.

Telangana to unveil
comprehensive
sports policy soon
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment has resolved to sanc-
tion Group-I posts of Depu-
ty Superintendent of
Police to boxer Nikhat Za-
reen and cricketer Mo-
hammed Siraj in apprecia-
tion of their outstanding
performance in their res-
pective sports �elds.

The State government
has amended the Telanga-
na (Regulation of appoint-
ments to public services
and rationalisation of sta�
pattern and pay structure)
Act, 1994 to facilitate the
appointments. A Bill to this
e�ect was passed by the
Legislative Assembly on
Friday.

Nikhat Zareen won the
World Championship Gold

medal at Istanbul in 2022
and in New Delhi 2023 In-
ternational Boxing Associa-
tion Women’s World Box-
ing championships. She
had won 11 international
and seven national medals
in addition to winning best
boxer award three times.
This was in addition to win-
ning two gold medals at
70&73 Strandja Interna-

tional Boxing Tournament
at So�a, Bulgaria.

Mr. Siraj represented
the country in the World
Test Championship, and
One Day International
World Cup �nals. Recently,
the country won the T-20
World Cup after 13 years
and Mr. Siraj was the only
cricketer from Telangana
who was part of the squad.

Telangana government to give
Group-I posts of DSP cadre to
boxer Zareen, cricketer Siraj 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Nikhat Zareen, and, right, Mohammed Siraj

Bollywood movie Laila
Majnu, a tragic romance
that portrayed Kashmiri
characters in the backdrop
of the peaceful valley in
2018, has run houseful on
Day One of its re-release at
the INOX Theatre in Srina-
gar on Friday.

“We had all the tickets
sold for the �rst show. It
was houseful,” Vikas Dhar,
Managing Director of the
Taksal Hospitality Pvt. Ltd.
that owns the multiplex,
told The Hindu.

The tragic love story
with all the trappings of lo-
cal culture and family set-
tings failed to make a mark
on the box o�ce in 2018.
The movie consciously
stays away from showing
any aspect of con�ict,
whether masked militants
or gun-toting security per-
sonnel, and managed to
win hearts locally for
bringing real cultural and
emotional aspects of Kash-
mir to the silver screen.

“This �lm always ad-
dressed my nostalgia by

portraying Kashmir as it is
when I studied in Bengalu-
ru. I was waiting for its re-
release in Srinagar. It’s a
dream come true to watch
the movie in Srinagar to-
day,” Majid Altaf, an engi-
neering student, said.

The movie stars actors
Avinash Tiwary and Tripti
Dimri. Directed by director
Sajid Ali, who is a brother
of �lm-maker Imtiaz Ali,
the �lm was conceived and
the shoot began in a year
when Kashmir erupted
with street violence after
the killing of Hizbul Muja-
hideen ‘commander’ Bur-
han Wani. 

“When I visited a cine-
ma hall after the movie’s
release outside J&K, it had
just 25 people, including
my family. There was just
one poster promoting it.
Cut to 2024, it is houseful
in Srinagar. The re-release
has become a reality be-
cause of the love shown by
Kashmiris. When the mo-
vie was made there were
no cinema halls in Kash-
mir. Today, I sat with the
audience to watch it,” actor
Tiwary said. 

Laila Majnu runs
houseful in Srinagar
on its re-release

Locals pose for photos with actor Avinash Tiwary during the re-release

of the movie Laila Majnu in Srinagar on Friday. IMRAN NISSAR 

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR
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Corrections & Clarifications

Ms. Preeti Sudan is the fourth woman to head the UPSC, and not second

as mentioned in a report, “Preeti Sudan appointed Chairperson of UPSC”

(August 1, 2024).

T
he jurisprudence of a�rmative action has
been evolving constantly. From a notion
of formal equality rooted in a general

principle of non-discrimination, it has reached a
point where the aim is substantive equality. Re-
servation is no more seen as an exception to the
equality norm, but as a deepening of the idea of
equality by embracing diversity and accommoda-
tion of those su�ering from historical and social
disabilities. The latest Supreme Court judgment
allowing States to classify Scheduled Castes (SC)
into groups and give preferential treatment to the
weaker and more backward among them is in
line with this progression. By a majority of 6:1,
the Court has rejected the idea that the SCs con-
stitute a single homogenous class and that sub-
classi�cation will violate the equality rule. The
verdict dislodges a 2005 Constitution Bench
judgment (E.V. Chinnaiah vs AP) that had struck
down an Andhra Pradesh law classifying SC com-
munities into groups as unconstitutional. The
Court had then ruled that once the President not-
i�es the list of SCs under Article 341, Parliament
alone could modify it by law, and that States were
barred from “tinkering” with the list. This judg-
ment was cited by the Punjab and Haryana High
Court while quashing a preferential sub-quota for
Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs within the SC quota.
When the matter came to the apex court, a
Bench doubted the correctness of E.V. Chinnaiah
and referred the question to a larger Bench.

The majority verdict is based on a clear recog-
nition that SCs do not constitute a homogeneous
class. Under the Presidential List, they have a
common constitutional status, but it does not
mean that there are no di�erences in the extent
of backwardness among them. A history of un-
touchability is indeed a common feature among
them, but there is historical and empirical evi-
dence that the level of advancement is not un-
iform. States are empowered to further identify
the weaker sections among SCs and extend be-
ne�cial treatment. Four judges have taken the
view that excluding the “creamy layer” among
the SCs from reservation bene�ts is necessary to
give full e�ect to the principle that the weakest
should get the bene�ts of a�rmative action and
not be elbowed out by those more advanced than
them. Applying the ‘creamy layer’ concept, hith-
erto con�ned to OBCs may not be easy. Justice
B.R. Gavai, who writes in support of the exclu-
sion of the better-o� among the SCs, also notes
that the creamy layer norms cannot be the same
as those prescribed for the OBCs. The exclusion
of the more advanced sections among Dalits was
not an issue before the Bench, and the opinions
may be non-binding as of now. While excluding
the creamy layer may happen some day, the fo-
cus should be on the marginalised among Dalits
getting adequate representation.

Weakest �rst 
Allowing sub-quotas to least advanced

among SCs deepens social justice 

O
n Nicolás Maduro’s watch, Venezuela’s
economy contracted 80% in less than a
decade. Some 7.8 million Venezuelans

�ed from the economic hardships. If extreme po-
verty was at 11% in 2013, the year Hugo Chávez
died and Mr. Maduro ascended to presidency, it
now stands at 53%, while household poverty is
much higher, at 82%, as per the UN. The oil-rich
country had witnessed anti-government protests
in recent years which were met with crackdowns.
Before the July 28 presidential election, opinion
polls showed that Edmundo González, the main
opposition candidate, had a 20-point lead over
the President. But none of these seemed to have
mattered in the election, according to o�cial re-
sults. Mr. Maduro won 51% of the vote, while Mr.
Gonzalez secured 44%, said Venezuela’s election
authority. Mr. Maduro can now extend his rule
for six more years. But the opposition has report-
ed widespread irregularities in the counting, and
accused the President and his allies in state insti-
tutions of stealing the vote. According to the op-
position, its vote tallies show that Mr. González
won some 7.1 million votes against Mr. Maduro’s
3.2 million. Anti-Maduro protests broke out after
the o�cial results were announced. And the go-
vernment is yet to release detailed voter data. 

Mr. Maduro is not singularly responsible for
the economic crisis. Chavez, a former tank com-
mander who rose to power through elections, de-
�ed the liberal economic orthodoxy and built a
new welfare state that was funded by oil reve-
nues. By the time Mr. Maduro, who lacked his
predecessor’s charisma, came to power, falling
oil prices had dealt a blow to Venezuela’s econo-
my. The sanctions by the Trump administration
on the oil industry, pushed the economy to the
brink of collapse. Mr. Maduro’s response was to
tighten his grip on power. His regime seemed
helpless when Venezuela was gripped by hype-
rin�ation and scarcity of essential goods and
medicines. In the run-up to the elections, the go-
vernment had promised a free and fair vote. But
even before the campaign started, María Corina
Machado, the opposition’s most popular candi-
date, was banned from contesting. Mr. Maduro
has rejected the opposition’s claims of fraud after
the vote, but he is also under pressure. The U.S.
on Thursday recognised Mr. González as the win-
ner and called for a peaceful transition. Even Mr.
Maduro’s leftist allies in Latin America, including
Colombia and Brazil, have called for full and tran-
sparent voting data. Mr. Maduro now has the sup-
port of the military. But the deepening divisions
at home and isolation abroad would continue to
pose questions of legitimacy to his presidency.

Stealing the vote 
Maduro seems to have resorted to
irregularities to hold on to power  

I
arrived in New Delhi, on May 10, as the 17th
Chinese Ambassador to India, and
presented the letter of credence to the
President of India, Droupadi Murmu, on

May 31. Over the past three months, I have met
many Indian friends from all walks of life and
visited two other States. I am glad to see that this
land, which has nurtured a splendid ancient
civilization, is brimming with new vitality. I am
also deeply impressed by the broad public
support for China-India friendship, and the
con�dence and the expectations for bilateral
relations.

Five guidelines of ‘Mutuals’
China and India are close neighbours. We learned
from each other in ancient times, shared weal
and woe in modern times, and have a common
cause of rejuvenation today. China-India relations
have become one of the most important bilateral
relations. President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attach great importance to
China-India relations, and have reached an
important consensus that China and India are not
rivals or threats to each other, but are partners in
cooperation and development opportunities.
This provides a clear direction for the
development of bilateral relations. We need to
�gure out how to implement it. Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met with India’s External A�airs Minister
S.Jaishankar twice recently, and stressed that
China and India should adhere to mutual respect,
mutual understanding, mutual trust, mutual
accommodation and mutual accomplishment.
The “Five Mutuals” provide a signi�cant path for
us to implement the above consensus. They
should also be the guiding principles for the two
big neighbours to get along well. Against the
backdrop of profound changes unseen in a
century, I believe that the “Five Mutuals” are
conducive to bring China-India relations back to a
stable and sound track.

Mutual respect is the prerequisite for the
development of China-India relations. As an
Indian proverb goes, “jaisa des waisa bhes”
(which roughly means ‘adapt the environment in
which you are living’). Not long ago, I visited
Maharashtra, attended a traditional Indian
wedding, wore local folk costumes and tasted
masala tea. I realise that as two ancient
civilisations, both China and India have their own
uniqueness in terms of dietary habits, lifestyles,
cultural traditions and development paths.
However, these di�erences did not impede us
from attracting and inspiring each other in
history. In the new era, it is of even greater
signi�cance for us to view each other with an
open mind, respect each other’s development
path, social system and role on the world stage,
and jointly promote development and prosperity

of the two countries, the region and the world.
Mutual understanding is the basis of the

development of China-India relations. The two
peoples empathised with and supported each
other in their respective struggles for national
independence and liberation. China understands
India’s aspiration for national rejuvenation, and
supports India’s foreign policy of strategic
autonomy. We are both among the largest
developing countries. No country understands
better than China what a great cause it is to
enable more than 1.4 billion Indians to live a good
life, and how much e�ort it requires. Meanwhile,
when I interacted with the Indian people, I found
that the exchanges and understanding between
us are not enough. We need to further promote
dialogue and communication at all levels in
various �elds, encourage the two peoples to have
more exchanges, and promote mutual
understanding and political trust, so as to
consolidate the political and public foundation
for the development of bilateral relations.

Mutual trust is the key to the development of
China-India relations. The international situation
is more volatile and uncertain than before. More
and more people have realised that as being
among the largest developing countries, China
and India should avoid mutual suspicion and
attrition in order to rise together. We need to
view bilateral relations from a strategic
perspective, form the right perception of each
other, view each other’s strategic intentions
objectively, and stick to the right vision — that
China and India are partners and development
opportunities to each other instead of being rivals
or threats. We could work together for peaceful
coexistence and insist on resolving disputes in a
peaceful manner. With political trust, not even
the Himalayas can stop us from strengthening
friendly exchanges. Without it, not even level
land can bring us together. The Chinese people
are willing to be good friends and partners of the
Indian people forever, living in harmony and
pursuing common development.

An ‘all-round relationship’
Mutual accommodation is the guarantee of the
development of China-India relations. China and
India are neighbours who cannot be moved away.
It is natural for us to have di�erences and
frictions. The key is to form a correct perception
of di�erences and handle them in a proper
manner. As we both inherit the political wisdom
of ancient oriental civilisations, it is believed that
we can �nd e�ective ways to mutually
accommodate each other’s core interests and
major concerns, properly handle di�erences
through dialogue, and reach a mutually
acceptable solution. Meanwhile, our relationship
is all-round and cannot be de�ned by certain

di�erences, and our cooperation cannot be
disrupted by a single incident.

Mutual accomplishment is the direction of the
development of China-India relations. As
important emerging economies, China and India
are both at a critical stage of national
development and revitalisation, and enjoy broad
common interests and the space for cooperation.
The third plenary session of the 20th Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China,
which concluded recently, launched a new
journey of comprehensively deepening reform.
China is advancing Chinese modernisation on all
fronts, which will provide new opportunities to
the world. India also has the vision of “Viksit
Bharat 2047”. China hopes to develop itself well
and wishes India the same. We are glad to see
India make new achievements in national
development and play a constructive role in
international and regional a�airs. We would like
to work with India to help each other succeed,
achieve common development and revitalisation,
promote the unity and cooperation of the Global
South, and join hands to build a community with
a shared future for mankind.

From the principles of peaceful coexistence
The “Five Mutuals” carry forward and further
develop the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, and echo the “mutual respect,
mutual sensitivity and mutual interests”
proposed by the Indian leader. They are also a
useful guide for both sides to implement the
important consensus reached by the two leaders.
I believe that they will be understood and
recognised by the Indian side. It is normal to have
ups and downs in China-India relations. I believe
that as two great ancient civilisations, both sides
can look beyond the horizon and steer bilateral
relations in the right direction, and jointly usher
in a new future. In June 2024, I attended the
inauguration of the new campus of Nalanda
University in Bihar, and visited its ancient ruins
where Monk Xuanzang studied nearly 1,400 years
ago. I deeply recognise that we had close
historical and cultural ties. In the 21st century,
there is no reason why we cannot develop
bilateral relations well.

President Xi Jinping stated that if China and
India speak with one voice, the whole world will
listen. Prime Minister Modi said India and China
are “two bodies with one spirit”. A
“Dragon-Elephant Tango” is the only correct
choice for the two sides. 

I �rmly believe that under the strategic
guidance of the two leaders, both sides have
enough wisdom and the capability to handle
bilateral relations well and forge a right path for
the neighbouring countries to coexist in harmony
and develop hand in hand.

The �ve guidelines to a Dragon-Elephant tango 

Xu Feihong 

the 17th Chinese
Ambassador to India

The
formulation of
‘�ve mutuals’
can help bring
China-India
relations back
to a stable and
sound track

“W
e are nudging industry to
use less automation and
more labour,” said Finance
Secretary T.V. Somanathan

in a post-Budget interview. He was referring to
the Narendra Modi government’s Budget
announcement of a new employment linked
incentive (ELI) scheme for corporates. Under the
scheme, companies will be provided a �nancial
incentive for every new employee they hire.
Dozens of commentators and experts have
critiqued it and have questioned the assumption
that a company will hire more people, merely for
a �nancial incentive. This is a myopic and
technocratic analysis that misses a fundamental
shift in economic thought. The Finance
Secretary’s statement symbolises a signi�cant and
profound change in the economic policy
direction of the Modi government. It signals a
recognition of the misplaced faith in chasing GDP
growth, the big capital-labour skew, and the need
for course correction.

Initiatives that did not work well
For a decade, the Modi government’s economic
philosophy was the traditional Washington
Consensus’ trickle-down development model that
emphasised the e�cient production of goods and
services, in the assumption that it would
automatically lead to jobs, incomes and
prosperity for people. When companies produce,
GDP grows, and jobs are created, was the
doctrine. ‘Make in India’, which was launched in
2014, was this quintessential example that aimed
to spur manufacturing in the hope that it would
make companies hire large numbers of workers.
In 2019, the Modi government made a sudden
o�-Budget announcement of a big cut in
corporate tax rates for companies, again in the
hope that it would lure industry to invest more,
which would then trickle down to more jobs. In
2020, the government announced a new
production linked incentive (PLI) scheme of a
whopping ₹2 lakh crore as �nancial incentives to
be provided to companies based on the achieving
of certain production targets. Once again, the
intent was to incentivise companies �nancially to
produce more, which would then lead to more

jobs. Of course, we know now that none of these
initiatives yielded the expected number of jobs.
Companies either pocketed the tax cuts without
investing or they invested more in equipment
than in hiring people. Simply put, production
incentives or tax cuts for corporates neither
trickled nor dripped down to enough people
through jobs and incomes.

ELI is a recognition of this failure and a change
in course to provide direct incentives to
corporates to employ people rather than through
indirect trickle-down means. After all, if one
agrees that production incentives can entice
companies to produce more by lowering
marginal production costs, then, by the same
logic, employment incentives should propel
companies to hire more people by lowering
marginal labour costs. ELI must be viewed in the
context of PLI and not as a standalone idea for
job creation. PLI is an incentive for the economy
to pour more into the top of a funnel. ELI is an
incentive to collect more at the bottom of the
funnel, which is the eventual objective anyway.

ELI is the �rst such policy of the Modi
government that acknowledges the breakdown
between GDP growth and jobs. If the ultimate
goal of economic development is to improve the
living standards of the median citizen, then the
neo-liberal economic development paradigm of
chasing GDP growth has run its course because it
has stopped translating into jobs and prosperity
for people. Which is why the bombastic rhetoric
about India being the fastest growing economy in
the world has no signi�cance for the average
Indian. The natural next step then is to call for
direct policy interventions for jobs for people,
rather than for economic output. And a PLI to ELI
transition is the �rst attempt in this shift in
economic direction.

It can make a di�erence
ELI by itself may not incentivise corporates to
create more jobs. But it can impact �rm level
decisions at the margin, of buying equipment
versus hiring more people. Ceteris paribus, an
ELI scheme encourages �rms to hire people
rather than use machines. When a million small,
medium and large enterprises are ‘ELI nudged’ to

choose labour over machines (capital), it can
make a meaningful di�erence to overall job
creation.

Neo-liberal economists, for whom
technology-led productivity and e�ciency are the
cornerstones of economic development, would
deem ELI blasphemous. Their argument is that it
would render Indian companies less productive
and, hence, less competitive globally. They are
partially justi�ed in their fears but the current
model of development that prizes capital over
labour and headline GDP over jobs is
unsustainable in a democratic society.

Jobs de�cit and ideas de�cit
The shortage of jobs is the root cause of
dangerous and foolhardy proposals such as the
recent one in Karnataka to reserve all jobs for
locals. When there are very few jobs generated
overall in the economy, political compulsions in a
democracy are bound to induce a mad rush to
grab as many of the few available jobs for their
voters. It is intellectually dishonest to merely
criticise such proposals but not provide concrete
ideas to create new jobs. India not only has a jobs
de�cit but also an ideas de�cit to bridge the jobs
de�cit. The stock response by economists for
creating more jobs is the much abused ‘R” word
— reforms. Their standard refrain is that a
concoction of labour, education, skills and ease of
doing business reforms is the magic pill to create
more jobs, which is easier written than done.

ELI may or may not work to create additional
jobs, but it is certainly a concrete new idea to
alleviate the capital-labour imbalance and jobless
growth woes of India’s economy. More
importantly, it marks a distinct shift in policy
direction from trickle-down economics to
bottom-up interventions. “India is ready for ELI,
regardless of whose idea it is” was the last line in
my article in a daily on the morning of Budget
2024. Just a few hours later, much to my utter
surprise, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the ELI scheme in Parliament. ELI
was proposed in the Congress’s manifesto, and it
is extremely laudable that the Finance Minister
chose to keep politics aside to adopt this idea in
the larger national interest.

An unstated shift in Modi’s economic direction 

Praveen
Chakravarty

Chairman, All India
Professionals’
Congress

The new ELI
scheme for
corporates is an
acknowledge-
ment by the
Narendra Modi
government of
the breakdown
between GDP
growth and jobs

Endless quotas?

After the top court’s verdict,
it will be a case of
sub-classifications and
more quotas (Page 1,
August 2). It could become a
mammoth task to settle for
these from an objective and
political angle. Our political
leaders could also begin to

multiple ground reports of
passengers crammed like
sardines in the general and
sleeper coaches. He could
have clarified whether the
share of air-conditioned
coaches would increase
after the new arrivals.

Kamal Laddha,
Bengaluru

Previously, the ratio was
around 4:1. This has
resulted in a significant
shortage of seats in the
lower classes, as seen by

non-air-conditoned and
air-conditioned coaches on
trains (“Railways will soon
add 2,500 general coaches,
says Minister”, August 2).

categorisation should not
be made or perceived to be
made on political reasons.
Dr. D.V.G. Sankara Rao,

Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh

Rail coaches

The Railway Minister
appears to be content with
the ratio of 2:1 between

manipulate quotas to suit
their political needs. 
Gopalaswamy J.,

Chennai

States must act with care
and the identification of
groups should be based on
unchallengeable evidence
and reason. The

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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GROUND ZERO

Trigger warning: The following article has dis-
turbing details. 

I
n the early, dark hours of July 30, Nature
staged a macabre dance on two sleepy vil-
lages in the lap of the Vellarimala hill range
in the Western Ghats. In a few minutes,

roughly 200 households in the biggest ever land-
slide in Kerala’s history, were wiped out. 

When the sun rose in the morning, Mundakkai
and Chooralmala, twin settlements in Wayanad’s
Vellarimala village in Meppadi panchayat had
vanished, transforming a landscape of rolling
hills into a horrifying trail of havoc. Two land-
slides, at about 1 a.m. and 4:10 a.m. have killed
over 200 people so far and injured about 500.
The number of people missing is nearly 300.

The Indian Space Research Organisation’s Na-
tional Remote Sensing Centre would later release
satellite images showing that 86,000 square
metres of land had simply slipped out of place.
The swift �owing debris, from crown to run-out
zone, lasted 8 kilometres. The crown zone was “a
reactivation of an older landslide,” it observed.
The landslide plunged into the Iruvazhinjipuzha,
one of the tributaries of the Chaliyar river, swol-
len with the rain. Both raged and burst their
banks. The combination of cascading heavy mud
and gushing water took its toll. 

Now, families count missing loved ones. Every
family has losses, some more than others. “I lost
my sister Afeeda, her husband Sattar, and their
children Filu, Adi, and Sanu at Mundakkai. Twen-
ty-�ve members of Sattar’s family have disap-
peared,” says Sakeer K., a construction worker
who had asked his sister to come to his house at
Nellimunda, a couple of kilometres away, far
from the river. “I feared for them as it was raining
unusually heavily that night.”

Jitika Prem, a dance teacher from Mundakkai,
shudders at the thought of her missing students.
She attempts to describe how she and her family
ran out of their house to safety when giant rocks
and logs �attened their home. She lost her cou-
sins Sivan, Jijina, and Pramodini, who were
found in a huddle, in death. Many gathered in a
resort near Mundakkai to shelter.

The last time Kerala witnessed devastation like
this was during the �oods of 2018 that claimed
433 lives and a�ected over 5.4 million people.
The Puthumala tragedy of August 2019 left 17
dead and �attened 58 houses.

Rescue and relief was quick, with over 1,800
personnel coming in, from the Indian Army, Na-
vy, and Airforce; Indian Coast Guard Disaster Re-
lief Team; and the National and State level Disas-
ter Response Forces. State forces from the police,
forest, excise, and motor vehicle departments
are providing logistical support.

Forewarned but unarmed 

The �rst landslide took place at around 1 a.m.
The thunderous sound of the �oodwaters woke
people up, but many could not get out of their

houses in time. Local WhatsApp groups were
soon �ooded with screams for help. The cry of a
woman named Minnath went viral as it was for-
warded from group to group. “Many people are
stuck in their homes. Please come; help us. The
house behind Basheerka’s shop is gone. I don’t
know what happened to my husband.” Her cries
were heard, and she was saved by local people. 

Onapparambil Moidu hung on to a ceiling fan
after standing on a cot along with his daughter
and her eight-month-old child. The swirling wa-
ter and mud reached his neck. At that point, he
says he made the most decisive move of his life,
to get through a half open door. “I stared death in
the face. The bypass surgery I recently under-
went has weakened me. I mustered all my ener-
gy; my daughter hung on to my back, and I held
my grandchild over my head. We pushed our-
selves through the mud for about 250 metres,”
recounts Moidu, at a relief camp at Government
Higher Secondary School, Meppadi town, about
15 km from the disaster zone. His feet were ban-
daged for injuries he su�ered during the escape.
Two camps in Meppadi of the 82 camps across
Wayanad are catering to survivors. They are esta-
blished in a government and a private school.

Moidu’s was a two-storey concrete house,
about 50 metres from the Iruvazhinji that �owed
through Chooralmala. Nothing of it remains now.
“I lost my wife’s mother, her sister, her husband,
and their children in Mundakkai. Several of my
family and friends have disappeared,” he says.
Then adds, “If the �rst landslide was a test dose,
then the second was nature’s prescription.”

Deadly deluge 

When he heard the news of the �rst landslide,
Wayanad District Panchayat president Samshad
Marakkar reached Chooralmala at 2 a.m. along
with his friends. “The second landslide came af-
ter 4 a.m. unleashing the sound of a dinosaur in a

DTS theatre. It was so huge that it wiped out eve-
rything in its path. I retrieved the �rst body of a
man that morning, followed by that of a girl, and
took them to hospital,” he says.

The landslide took away people in their sleep
and brought their mangled bodies to the Chaliyar
downstream at Munderi. Many bodies went
through the steep waterfalls of Soochippara, Kan-
thanpara, and Meenmutty before reaching Mun-
deri in Pothukal near Nilambur. 

It knocked down a bridge connecting Chooral-
mala with Mundakkai and Attamala, the Shiva
temple of Chooramala, a mosque at Mundakkai,
a Government Vocational Higher Secondary
School in Vellarimala, and houses and business
establishments. A few resorts were destroyed. 

“I had several of my friends in Mundakkai and
Attamala. They are missing,” said Dheera Singh, a
tea estate labourer from Madhya Pradesh, as he
stands dazed at the site where the Shiva temple
had stood. A �cus tree next to the temple site still
stands, a witness to what is lost. So does a portion
of the large temple auditorium. Temple priest Ku-
mar Swamy’s body was recovered and taken to
his home State of Tamil Nadu. Mundakkai Masjid
Imam Shihab Faizy Qayyoomi’s body was re-
trieved from the Chaliyar at Pothukal. The land-
slide took away a portion of the masjid in which
Qayyoomi was sleeping.

Shailaja K.M., who used to help Kumar Swamy
clean the bronze lamps at the Chooralmala tem-
ple, says Shiva helped them get out of the chest-
deep water. “My children and I gathered in one
room as �oodwaters began rising. We thought we
would die. I sent messages on WhatsApp to my
brothers, bidding them farewell,” she remem-
bers. They managed to push through the mud to
safety. “We climbed to the second �oor of our
neighbour Azeez’s house,” says Shailaja.

It was pitch dark as the power lines had
snapped. Some with clothes on and some with-
out, ran into the co�ee and cardamom planta-
tions nearby to escape. There, they confronted
elephants, but remained safe. “We realised that
the wild elephant understood our plight. The
tusker did nothing to us,” whimpers Sujata, who
was trapped in front of an elephant in the dark
chilly night.

Trauma and support 

Until the Army constructed a Bailey bridge across
the Iruvazhinjipuzha, using prefabricated trusses
on August 1 evening, the search for bodies in
Mundakkai was hard, as rescue teams and ma-
chines could not make it across the river. “The
bridge will make a big di�erence in the search op-
eration. We have to search the whole area using
earth movers and other heavy equipment. It will
speed up the search and rescue operation,” says
Maj. Gen. V.T. Mathew, general o�cer command-
ing (GOC) of Kerala and Karnataka sub-area, in
charge of the rescue operations at Mundakkai.

Search teams too had harrowing experiences
to report. “When our men entered a mud-co-
vered abandoned house, they were anguished to
see the bodies of three children huddling on a so-
fa under the concrete rubble. Similarly, they
found the body of a man lying peacefully on a cot
in another house,” said a Fire and Rescue Servic-
es senior o�cial. 

When it rained during the search, people on
the site raised worries about a fresh landslip.
Toys, books, spectacles, children’s clothes, uten-
sils, medicines, framed marriage photos were
found in damaged homes. Gas cylinders were
seen under the rubble of some houses. “We ex-
pect bodies to be trapped under the debris,
whether it is concrete or logs,” says Sajeer Madas-
sery, a volunteer.

Most bodies retrieved by the search teams
were dis�gured and mutilated. Identifying them
remains a hard task at the Community Health
Centre, Meppadi. Forensic surgeons have been
brought in from di�erent government medical
colleges for postmortems. “We are making sure
that postmortem procedures are done as fast as
we can to help relatives identify and claim the bo-
dies,” says Dr. Reena K.J., Director of Health Ser-
vices, Kerala.

The identi�cation of mangled bodies is anoth-
er traumatising experience for the survivors.
“There is nothing more painful,” says Basheer
Saadi, Wayanad district president of the Santh-
wanam help group that is volunteering here.

Mass graves have been dug at the graveyards of
Meppadi Juma masjid, Nellimunda Juma masjid,
and St. Sebastian Church at Chooralmala. Mass
pyres have been prepared at Meppadi public cre-
matorium. Many funerals were over with none
shedding tears, because traumatised survivors
and their relatives have been numbed by the tra-
gedy. “The trauma is so deep; it will take a long
time for them to recover. We are prioritising
counselling for them,” says Dr. Reena.

The State and Central governments responded
to the disaster by mobilising forces for rescue and
search. The State has posted four ministers at
Meppadi to supervise the rescue and rehabilita-
tion. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan says, “Coun-
selling and privacy are very important for the sur-
vivors now.” The Education Department will
soon send teachers to the relief camps to teach
the children lodged there.

Forest and Wildlife Minister A.K. Saseendran
says the government will work on rehabilitation
after completing the search operations. “It’s go-
ing to be a top priority for us. We will use all our
experience for it,” he says.

Times of trouble 

While the Prime Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced ₹2 lakh for the next of kin of the de-
ceased and ₹50,000 for the injured, the tragedy
opened up a debate between the Centre and the
State. Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that
the Centre had warned Kerala of heavy rains and
landslides on July 23, 24, and 25.

Kerala Chief Minister, even when calling for
joint measures to parry natural disasters caused
by climate change and extreme weather condi-
tions, refuted Shah’s claims. He said that neither
the India Meteorological Department (IMD), nor
the Geological Survey of India (GSI), nor the Cen-
tral Water Commission had issued a red alert for
Wayanad ahead of the July 30 landslides. IMD is-
sued a red alert for Kerala in the early morning of
July 30, a few hours after the State witnessed its
worst landslide.

The GSI had however, categorised the Vellari-
mala region of Wayanad as a highly vulnerable
zone after the 2019 Puthumala landslide that
took place just a few kilometres downhill from
Mundakkai. In an atlas of landslide-prone areas
made by ISRO, Wayanad is said to be the most
vulnerable in Kerala and is in the 13th position
among the country’s 147 landslide-susceptible
districts.

In 2011 the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Pa-
nel, headed by ecologist-author Madhav Gadgil,
had categorised the area into three ecologically
sensitive zones, with the now impacted Vythiri
taluk being one of the most sensitive. In an inter-
view with The Hindu after the disaster, he had
said, “No development should have taken place
in these highly sensitive areas.” There are resorts,
arti�cial lakes, and other commercial construc-
tion in the area. 

Experts say the continuous rain the region wit-
nessed over the last two weeks had softened the
soil, triggering the landslides. But they di�er on
how it happened. According to former GSI depu-
ty director general C. Muraleedharan, heavy rain
caused the supersaturated soil to blast like a dam,
leading to a debris �ow.

According to C.P. Rajendran, professor at the
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengalu-
ru, deforestation and unplanned buildings too
were responsible. A study published in the Inter-
national Journal of Environmental Research and
Public Health in 2022 found that 85% of Wayanad
was under forest cover until the 1950s and 62%
disappeared between 1950 and 2018, whereas
area under plantations went up by 1800.75%. Ho-
wever, Kerala Forest Statistsics 2020 records
show that forest cover in Wayanad stands at
74.18%, and is the highest in the State. 

“The frequency of landslides has gone up in
Wayanad,” says Rajendran, suggesting long-term
strategies. Imaginative and humane initiatives are
the need of the hour for Kerala, which has a high-
density population, he says, adding that landslide
risk mapping is a must, using all available re-
sources, including satellite images.

Meanwhile, rainfall continues in Wayanad. 

Sombre recovery A body being transported across the river using a rope and pulley by rescue personnel at the landslide hit Chooralmala. THULASI KAKKAT

Death rains on

Wayanad
Over 200 people died, two settlements were wiped out, and one severely impacted, after heavy

rains caused a landslip in north-east Kerala’s hilly district. Abdul Latheef Naha �nds a land

battered beyond recognition, with about 500 injured and many still missing. Even as support

from across India pours in, questions are raised about why this happened

I lost my
sister
Afeeda, her
husband
Sattar, and
their
children....
Twenty-�ve
members of
Sattar’s
family have
disappeared

SAKEER K.
Construction
worker

The bridge is going to make a big di�erence
in the search operation.... It will speed up the
rescue and search operation

MAJ. GEN. V.T. MATHEW
GOC, Kerala and Karnataka sub-area

People stranded at Attamala after the landslide, being evacuated via a temporary bridge THULASI KAKKAT
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A majority judgment of the
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day has backed the consti-
tutional validity of a Tamil
Nadu law that o�ered pre-
ferential treatment among
the Scheduled Castes (SCs)
to socially and educational-
ly backward Arunthathi-
yars. A seven-judge Bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud, in
a 6:1 ratio, held that sub-ca-
tegorisation within a class
was a Constitutional re-
quirement to secure sub-
stantive equality.

“The principle of sub-
classi�cation will be applic-
able to the SCs if the social
positions of the consti-
tuents among the castes/
groups is not comparable,”
the judgment held. The Ta-
mil Nadu government was
represented by senior ad-
vocate Shekhar Napahde
and advocates Purnima
Krishna and M.F. Philip. 

The Tamil Nadu State
Legislature had enacted
the Tamil Nadu Arunthath-
iyars Reservation Act,
2009, to provide the Arun-
thathiyars reservation in
appointments or posts in

State services on a prefe-
rential basis among the
SCs.

Listed castes
The Act de�ned Arun-
thathiyars to include the
castes — Arunthathiyar,
Chakkiliyan, Madari, Madi-
ga, Pagadi, Thoti, and Adi
Andhra — from the list of 76
SCs noti�ed by the Presi-
dent under Article 341 of
the Constitution. 

Section 3 of the Act stip-
ulated that 16% of the seats
reserved for the SCs in edu-
cational institutions should
be o�ered to the Arun-
thathiyars, if available, hav-
ing regard to the social and
educational backwardness
of the community. Section

4 makes a similar provision
for the Arunthathiyars in
the recruitment to govern-
ment posts. 

The batch of matters
challenging the Tamil Na-
du Act was tagged with a
batch challenging a similar
law in Punjab, which gave
preference to Balmikis and
Mazhabi Sikhs among the
SCs. A Constitution Bench
of �ve judges referred the
case to a Constitution
Bench of seven judges in
August 2020 for an author-
itative pronouncement on
the question whether
States could sub-classify
SCs “if the social positions
of the constituents among
the castes/groups is not
comparable.” 

Supreme Court upholds
validity of Tamil Nadu’s
Arunthathiyar quota law 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The batch of matters challenging the Tamil Nadu Arunthathiyars

Reservation Act, 2009, was tagged with a batch challenging a similar

law in Punjab. FILE PHOTO 
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But The Hindu report, published on August 2,
pointed out that the weather warnings issued by
the India Meteorological Department (IMD) car-
ried an orange alert for Kerala for July 25 and a yel-
low “watch” alert for July 23, 24, 26 and 27. 

A yellow alert does not speci�cally call for ac-
tion. It also said that the IMD had issued an orange
alert for very heavy rainfall at isolated places over
Kerala and Mahe on July 29 and a red alert for July
30 was issued after the landslides hit Wayanad.

Privilege motion moved
over Amit Shah’s speech

From Page One

However, rescue workers continued their relent-
less search for survivors. They actively pursued
signals picked up by ground-penetrating radars
and points �agged by the Army and police dog
squads. GPS-aided digital maps were used to pin-
point locations of houses in the disaster zone. The
spots were excavated for possible survivors and
bodies. Simultaneously, a large posse of police
personnel, local divers, scouts, and guides
combed the banks of the Chaliyar river in Malap-
puram for bodies of Wayanad landslide victims
washed downstream by the swollen Iruvanjipuz-
ha river, which abuts the disaster zone. 

The government moved heavy machinery, in-
cluding earthmovers, to the disaster-hit Mundak-
kai area, which remained cut o� for more than
two days after the catastrophe.

The massive earthfall had swept away the
bridge across the Iruvanjipuzha, forcing rescue
workers to take perilous detours and ropeways to
reach Mundakkai. The impact had bifurcated the
river into two fast-�owing streams.

The government has requisitioned several
classrooms in a local school to set up a temporary
morgue powered by diesel generators.

Search continues amid
fading hope in Wayanad

The court pointed to how NTA initially gave 1,563
students grace marks after realising that they were
allotted the wrong question paper, and then later
decided to withdraw their scores and conduct a
re-test. “A body such as NTA which is entrusted
with immense responsibility in relation to highly
important competitive exams cannot a�ord to
misstep, take an incorrect decision, and amend it
at a later stage. Flip-�ops are an anathema to fair-
ness,” the court chastised. 

The Chief Justice said the mishaps orchestrated
by the NTA was a “luxury students cannot a�ord”.

“The Centre has to restructure the whole pro-
cess of the NEET through the high-powered com-
mittee. It has to ensure that we do not have furth-
er such examples in the future,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud said. In the judgment, the court
pointed to varying versions given by the NTA
about when and where the question papers were
breached, including that it was taken away by pe-
ople who had breached the “rear door” of an ex-
am centre. The judgment then referred to the
NTA’s decision to grant marks for two options to a
physics question in the NEET paper, reasoning
that both answers were right. 

SC asks govt. to overhaul
NEET-UG on a deadline

I
n the aftermath of the
devastating landslide
in Wayanad in Kerala,

the Union government has
reissued — for the sixth
time in a decade — a draft
noti�cation classifying
parts of the Western Ghats
in six States as ecologically
sensitive areas (ESAs). 

This will impose restric-
tions on economic activi-
ties such as quarrying,
mining, and large infras-
tructure development in
these areas. A senior o�-
cial told The Hindu that the
timing of the sixth draft
was “coincidental”, and
not related to the Wayanad
disaster.

The last time the draft
was issued was in July
2022. Among other areas,
it had proposed to declare
13 villages in Wayanad,
spanning the three taluks
of Mananthavady, Sulthan
Bathery, and Vythiri, as
part of an ESA. Despite its
six iterations, the draft not-
i�cation is yet to become
law as all six a�ected States
— Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu — have ob-
jected to speci�c places

that have been included in
the ESA regions. The domi-
nant sentiment in Kerala
was that this noti�cation
will subsume agricultural
plantations, curtail the
State’s hydroelectricity
plans, and would lead to a
migration crisis given the
State’s high population
density.

The current draft, is-
sued on July 31 and made
public on Friday, is “open
to comments” from the pu-
blic for 60 days. While
such noti�cations typically
become law after that pe-
riod, the Union govern-
ment has historically re-
frained from doing so with

regard to this particular
noti�cation given the sev-
ere public backlash that it
has invited. 

A senior o�cial said the
latest noti�cation was not
connected to the Wayanad
disaster. “The �fth version
of the draft was issued in
July 2022. While open for
comments for 60 days, a
draft is valid for 725 days
and this ended on the 31st
( July 2024). So we had to
reissue it. There is no
change in the content. The
tragedy in Wayanad is just
coincidental,” he said. “It is
di�cult to get the States to
arrive at a consensus and
the committee is looking

into it,” he added. The �rst
version of the draft had
been issued in March 2014.

No consensus
A committee steered by
ecologist Madhav Gadgil
and mandated to examine
the degree of protection
needed in the Western
Ghats recommended in
2011 that the entire region
— spanning 1,29,000
square km — be declared as
ecologically sensitive. Fol-
lowing consultations with
residents, industrialists,
and government o�cials,
the Gadgil panel recom-
mended the creation of
three broad zones — ESA 1,
ESA 2 and ESA 3 — with the
�rst two inviting the stric-
test restrictions on eco-
nomic activity. With the
States unwilling to accept
the recommendations, a
second committee, led by
former ISRO Chairman K.
Kasturirangan, recon-
vened the exercise and
halved the area of protect-
ed regions.

The committee also in-
vited the States to draw up
their own ESAs. Kerala was
the �rst to do so. While
there have been several
meetings involving the
Centre and the States that

have spanned both the
UPA and the NDA govern-
ments, it has been a chal-
lenge to arrive at a consen-
sus ESA zone within the
Western Ghats.

New panel
A separate committee has
been formed to examine
the concerns of the States
and it was expected that a
�nal noti�cation would fol-
low upon the recommen-
dation of this committee.
“The said Committee is ad-
dressing the issues raised
by the States in the West-
ern Ghats region on discre-
pancies or information
gaps in the draft noti�ca-
tion... July, 2022, on the
correct names and area of
villages to be included in
the Ecologically Sensitive
Area. The Committee is al-
so examining the sugges-
tions received from the
States,” the latest draft
says.

This committee, consti-
tuted in 2022, is mandated
to balance “conservation
aspects of the disaster-
prone pristine ecosystem,
and the rights, privileges,
needs and developmental
aspirations of the region”,
but is yet to submit its
report.

Centre reissues draft noti�cation on
ecosensitive areas in Western Ghats

The fifth version of the draft notification was issued in July 2022

and its validity ended on July 31, said an o�icial. FILE PHOTO

Despite its six iterations, the draft noti�cation is yet to become law as Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and T.N.

have objected to speci�c places being classi�ed as ecologically sensitive areas; panel formed to study the concerns of States

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The India-U.S. relationship
has been one policy that
has “not been inconsistent
or partisan” whatever the
public debate on it is and
the two countries are con-
sistently beating market ex-
pectations for the past 25
years, External A�airs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said on
Friday, while acknowledg-
ing that there have been
bumps and divergences.
The comments came
against the backdrop of re-
cent friction in the rela-
tionship, the latest being
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Russia last
month.

“To me, the U.S. rela-
tionship, more than any
other relationship, is testi-
mony of the changing
world. I feel that often the
pessimistic scenarios hap-
pen because they are be-
hind the curve. They’re
not actually understanding
today where the relation-
ship is. We have bumps.
I’m not saying we don’t.
We have issues, we have di-
vergences. But we are con-
sistently beating market ex-
pectations because the
market is consistently be-
hind us where this relation-
ship is concerned, not

now, for the last 25 years,”
Mr. Jaishankar said speak-
ing at the Jasjit Singh Me-
morial Lecture organised
by the Centre For Air Pow-
er Studies.

Days after Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit to Russia in July, U.S.
Ambassador Eric Garcetti
cautioned that the relation-
ship with the U.S. should
“not be taken for granted”
and that “in times of con-
�ict there’s no such thing
as strategic autonomy”. 

Narasimha Rao’s role
Tracing the trajectory of
the India-U.S. relationship,
Mr. Jaishankar said there
were opportunities in the
early 1940s to 1950s and
then after the 1962 war
with China. “Then I have a
bit of a question mark
about it you can say in the
[PM] Rajiv Gandhi era,” he
remarked, but “I think
structurally we were too
close to the Soviets for that

really to work. In fact, I
would give more credit to
[former PM] Narasimha
Rao as a person who in a
way, you know, freed up
our system there.”

“But and I think subse-
quently, every government
has built up on it. At least
that’s one policy which has
not been inconsistent or
partisan, actually, at least
where the actual policy is
concerned, whatever the
public debate on it is,” Mr.
Jaishankar noted.

Pointing out that the
world has changed, Ameri-
can interests have
changed, and so has global
competition, the Union Mi-
nister said: “Our value in
the world is di�erent for
the world, but for the U.S.
as well. America’s utility
for us is also very di�erent.
That also is not a point to
be forgotten.” 

“So a large part of, when
you say grand strategy, is
actually to continuously in
today’s parlance is to keep
pressing the refresh but-
ton. Because the moment
we are three years, �ve
years out of date, we are
actually not on the right
track. That we are pursu-
ing something which is
outdated, which is proba-
bly not going to happen be-
cause of that.”

India-U.S. ties testimony to
changing world: Jaishankar
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

S. Jaishankar

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
approved the proposal of
the Union Home Ministry
to repatriate Nitin Agarwal,
Director-General (D-G) of
the Border Security Force
(BSF), and Y.B Khurania,
Special D-G of the BSF, to
their parent cadres of Kera-
la and Odisha, respectively.

The Ministry sent a pro-
posal to the ACC to prema-
turely repatriate Mr. Agar-
wal, a 1989-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) o�cer
on July 30, while the pro-

posal to send back Mr.
Khurania, a 1990-batch IPS
o�cer, was sent on July 26.

“The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the proposal
of the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs for premature repa-
triation of Nitin Agarwal,
IPS , D-G, BSF to his parent
cadre with immediate ef-
fect,” the government or-
der said. Mr. Agarwal was
appointed the D-G on June
12, 2023, and he had a te-
nure till July 30, 2026.

As Special D-G (West),
Mr. Khurania was in charge
of the security along the
Pakistan border. On Fri-

day, Mr. Khurania arrived
in Jammu on a two-day vi-
sit. 

“He was briefed on op-
erational aspects and pre-
vailing security situation in
J&K. The SDG appreciated
troops dedication and pro-
fessionalism in perfor-
mance of duties,” the BSF
Jammu Frontier posted on
X. A day ago, the BSF shot
dead an “intruder” in the
Samba border area of
Jammu.

The repatriation comes
amid reports of in�ltration
from the Jammu border,
which is under the opera-
tional control of the BSF.

Since 2021, there has been
a spate of terror attacks in
the Jammu region. 

Around a dozen securi-
ty personnel have been
killed in targeted attacks by
armed militants who are
said to have freshly in�l-
trated from the Jammu
border in the past few
months.

The attacks suggest con-
certed attempts to revive
militancy in the Jammu re-
gion — in the Chenab Valley
comprising Doda, Kisht-
war, Ramban, Kathua, Ud-
hampur and Reasi districts
and south of the Pir Panjal
after almost two decades.

BSF chief, Special Director-General sent
back to parent cadres as tenures curtailed
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Meitei and
Hmar communities in Ma-
nipur’s Jiribam agreed at a
peace meeting to try and
prevent arson and ex-
changes of gun�re in the
district, a house in the Lal-
pani area was torched on
Friday evening by mis-
creants, the police said.

They said the Meitei fa-
mily occupying the house
had managed to �ee to sa-
fety and that no injuries or
casualties were reported.
The Lalpani area is domi-
nated by the Bengali com-

munity with a few Meitei
households.

Jiribam’s Superinten-
dent of Police M. Pradip
Singh told The Hindu, “A
case will be registered for
arson in the matter. It ap-
pears to be an attempt to
derail peace processes be-
ing attempted in Jiribam.”

“Given the location, it is
very unlikely that any of
the parties that signed the
peace pact were involved,”
a source said.

The peace meeting, bro-
kered by district and secur-
ity o�cials, was held in As-
sam’s Cachar district on
Thursday.

House torched in
Manipur’s Jiribam

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With Budget 2024-25 raising the standard deduc-
tion to ₹75,000 from ₹50,000 and rejigging the
tax slabs under the new regime again, there could
be a greater impetus for taxpayers to opt out of
the old regime. Nearly 58.6 lakh I-T returns were
�led by �rst-time �lers, a fair indication of widen-
ing of tax base, the Department said. A little over
6.77 crore returns had been �led by the July 31
deadline last year, while total ITR �lings were 8.61
crore. Taking the �rst-time �lers into account,
back-of-the-envelope calculations show that about
7.19 lakh taxpayers have not met the deadline this
year.

Responding to tax practitioners’ concerns
about slow processing and down times on the I-T
e-�ling portal ahead of the deadline, CBDT Chair-
person Ravi Agarwal had told The Hindu that
those issues had been resolved by ramping up the
portal’s handling capacity. The �lings data for the
last few days suggests thisclicked.

From about 28 lakh �lings on the portal on July
24, the number of ITRs �led soared to almost 70
lakh on July 31. “The �ling of ITRs peaked on July
31 [due date for salaried taxpayers and other non-
tax audit cases] with over 69.92 lakh ITRs being
�led on a single day and a highest per hour rate of
5.07 lakh recorded between 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Ju-
ly 31,” the I-T department said.

The highest per second rate of ITR �lings was
917, achieved on July 17 early morning, while the
highest per minute rate of ITR �lings was 9,367, at
8.08 p.m. on the deadline day.

“During the peak �ling period, the e-�ling por-
tal successfully handled huge tra�c, providing a
seamless experience to taxpayers for �ling of
ITRs. On July 31, 2024 alone, successful logins
stood at 3.2 crore,” the statement said.

Over 43.82% of ITRs were �led using the online
utility available on the e-�ling portal and the ba-
lance have been �led using offline ITR utilities.

72% of assessees opted
for new tax regime

India on Friday issued an
updated advisory for In-
dians living in Israel, ask-
ing them to avoid “unne-
cessary travel” and to stay
vigilant in light of the “pre-
vailing security situation”. 

The advisory follows the
killing of Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh in Tehran on
Wednesday. Iran has
blamed Israel and the U.S.
for the killing of a “guest”
and threatened to exact
“revenge” for the violation
of its sovereignty.

“In view of the prevail-
ing situation in the region,
all Indian nationals in Is-
rael are advised to adhere
to the safety protocols as
advised by the local auth-
orities,” the Indian Embas-
sy said in its notice, with-
out mentioning any
speci�c references to the
killing. 

“Please exercise cau-
tion, avoid unnecessary
travel within the country
and stay close to safety
shelters,” it said, adding
that the embassy was
“closely monitoring” the
situation.

There are about 18,000
Indians living in Israel as
students, professionals,
construction workers, and
caregivers.

Indian
nationals in
Israel told to
‘stay vigilant’

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
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Jawhar Sircar, Rajya Sabha member, on Friday
accused the Centre of concealing information on
the draft Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill
after the Information and Broadcasting Ministry
largely sidestepped a written query by him on
the contentious law. The Bill, whose original draft
was put out for public consultation last year, has
had a subsequent version provided con�dentially
to select stakeholders. Mr. Sircar asked the
government to name any “other democratic
country” that subjects online content to this
requirement. Minister L. Murugan did not
address that query.

Centre is suppressing truth on
Broadcast Bill: Trinamool MP

INBRIEF
�

The Minister of Electronics and Information
Technology, Railways, and Information &
Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday
acknowledged the Supreme Court’s stay on the
noti�cation of the Press Information Bureau’s
fact check unit, set up to report alleged
misinformation and fake news about the Union
government. The noti�cation “has been stayed
by the honorable Supreme Court… but our point
is, [for] anything related to the Government of
India, only the Government of India can say
whether it is a correct fact or a wrong fact,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said in response to a supplementary
question. “That is still under contest.”

Only govt. can fact-check
news on Ministries: Minister 

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Fri-
day urged the Go-

vernors to be an e�ective
bridge between the Centre
and the State
governments.

Addressing a two-day
Conference of Governors,
which was inaugurated by
President Droupadi Mur-
mu at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van, the Prime Minister
said that the post of Gover-
nor was an important insti-
tution that could play a
crucial role in the welfare
of the people within the
framework of the Constitu-
tion, particularly with refe-
rence to tribal areas.

“In his address, the
Prime Minister urged the
Governors to play the role
of an e�ective bridge bet-
ween the Centre and the
State and interact with pe-
ople and social organisa-
tions in a manner to co-opt
those who are underprivi-
leged,” a release from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said. 

President Murmu, Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhank-
har and Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah also ad-
dressed the inaugural
session. 

In her opening remarks,
Ms. Murmu said it was cru-
cial for the smooth func-
tioning of democracy that
various Central agencies
work with better coordina-
tion across all the States. 

As constitutional heads
of their respective States,
Governors should think
how they can promote this
coordination, she said.

Ms. Murmu said the
agenda for the conference
included carefully chosen
issues that were crucial in
achieving national goals.
The two-day conference
will cover a wide range of
issues that play a critical
role in not only shaping the
Centre-State relations but
also promoting welfare
schemes for common peo-
ple, the release from the

Rashtrapati Bhavan said.
The President said that

deliberations of the confe-
rence would be an enrich-
ing experience for all parti-
cipants and help them in
their functioning. 

She expressed con�-
dence that all Governors
would continue to contri-
bute to the service and wel-
fare of the people, doing
justice to the oath taken by
them.

‘New era’

Commenting on the imple-
mentation of three new
laws related to criminal jus-
tice, Ms. Murmu said a new
era of the justice system
had begun in the country. 

Noting that quality high-
er education was an intan-
gible asset for individual

development and social
change as well as innova-
tion and economic pro-
gress, Ms. Murmu said the
National Education Policy
has placed emphasis on
improving the accredita-
tion and assessment sys-
tem of educational institu-
tions. 

“The President also
urged Governors to contri-
bute to this reform process
in their capacity as the
Chancellors of State un-
iversities,” the Rashtrapati
Bhavan statement said.

In his address, Mr.
Dhankhar urged Gover-
nors to discharge their
constitutional responsibili-
ty of making people aware
of social welfare schemes
and the “incredible deve-
lopments” that have taken
place during the past
decade.

“The Modi government
is working towards making
the coordination between
the States and the Centre
even more seamless to
reach out to more people
with services and solu-
tions,” Mr. Shah said in a
post on X, adding that the
Conference of Governors
served as a meeting point
of not only the Constitu-
tional heads of the States
but also of ideas.

Governor should be a bridge
between Centre and State: PM

Droupadi Murmu, Jagdeep Dhankhar, Narendra Modi, and Amit

Shah at the Governors’ conference, in New Delhi, on Friday. ANI

President urges Governors to contribute to the reform process as Chancellors of universities;

Modi says they can play a crucial role in the welfare of the people, particularly in tribal areas

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHITrinamool Congress MP
Mamata Thakur, the par-
ty’s Matua face, de-
nounced the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
during the Zero Hour in
the Rajya Sabha on Friday,
calling the process of seek-
ing citizenship under the
law “degrading” and “de-
humanising”. Evoking the
national unity seen at the
ongoing Olympics, she de-
nounced attempts to di-
vide citizens or impose
conditions on their
citizenship.

The Matua sect was
founded in what is now
Bangladesh and lakhs of its
members have migrated to
India for decades. Many of
their descendants are now
being pushed to apply for
formal citizenship under
the CAA.

The Trinamool has been
rallying against the CAA,
saying its Rules require pe-
ople who have been living
in India for decades to re-
nounce their Indian citi-
zenship to apply afresh.
The BJP, however, has
been campaigning that the
law allows groups such as
Matuas to formalise their
citizenship. 

There has been a tepid
response to its campaign,

with very few applicants so
far seeking Indian citizen-
ship under the law in West
Bengal.

“Attempting to divide
our citizens on grounds of
religion, language, sub-na-
tional identity, caste is nev-
er right. No citizen should
be served with conditions
in order to pursue a life of
peace in this country. We
stand for natural, uncondi-
tional citizenship. We are
against making citizens
show any unnatural paper
for that,” Ms. Thakur said.

A person who has valid
identi�cation to cast their
vote should not be forced
to furnish documents over
and over again, she ar-
gued. “Making them re-
nounce citizenship in or-
der to apply for citizenship
all over again is degrading.
Adding conditions in the
name of giving citizenship,
forcing them to submit an-
cestral documents, and re-
fusing citizenship if they
fail to do so, and sending
them to detention camps is
immensely dehumanis-
ing,” she said.

Citizenship process
under CAA Rules
degrading, says MP

She says making
people renounce
citizenship to apply
for it all over again
is dehumanising 

Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Friday that the “anti-
farmer mentality” of the
past Congress govern-
ments was the reason for
the problems plaguing the
agriculture sector at
present.

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha during a debate on
the functioning of his Mi-
nistry, he alleged that the
priorities of the previous
Congress governments for
the sector were wrong. 

“Anti-farmer mentality
is in the DNA of the Con-
gress,” he said and alleged
that former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru wanted
to implement the “Russian
model” of agriculture in In-
dia, which was opposed by
farmers’ leader Charan

Singh, who later became
the Prime Minister. He said
the policies of the Con-
gress government led to
the import of wheat from
the U.S. and the lack of re-
munerative prices for agri-
culture produce. “Things
have changed after Naren-
dra Modi took over as the
Prime Minister,” he said. 

Mr. Chouhan said the

Centre had set six priori-
ties for the growth of the
agriculture sector — in-
creasing production, re-
ducing input cost, provid-
ing remunerative prices,
granting proper compen-
sation in case of natural ca-
lamities, diversi�cation
and value addition in agri-
culture and promotion of
natural farming. His reply

will continue on Monday. 
On questions about a

statutory guarantee for mi-
nimum support price for
farmers, he said farmers
sold at the MSP only when
the market price of the
crop was lower than the
MSP. “If farmers are getting
the right price, they will
not sell at MSP. The market
price of many crops is
much higher than the
MSP,” he said. 

At this point, Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said the pro-
blems of farmers must be
understood from the right
perspective, and asked the
Centre to regularly raise
the MSP. Mr. Chouhan re-
plied that the Modi govern-
ment was committed to
providing remunerative
prices to farmers by pur-
chasing their produce at
the MSP.

Minister blames Congress regime 
for problems in agriculture sector 
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan speaks in the Rajya Sabha in

New Delhi, on Friday. PTI

With Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi saying the the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) is planning a raid
against him, senior BJP
leader Rajeev Chandrasek-
har on Friday accused the
Congress leader of trying
to evade accountability for
the loss of over 300 lives in
the Wayanad landslides.

The war of words was
started by a post by Mr.
Gandhi on X, in which he
said the government did
not like his speech during
the Budget discussion in
which he had accused it of
pushing the people into a
“chakravyuh [a battle for-
mation]”. “Apparently, 2 in

1 didn’t like my Chakravy-
uh speech. ED ‘insiders’
tell me a raid is being
planned. Waiting with
open arms @dir_ed.. Chai
and biscuits on me,” he
said. The post came in the
middle of his Wayanad vi-
sit. 

Mr. Chandrasekhar told
presspersons: “Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress
have perfected the strategy

that whenever they are
confronted with a tough
set of questions or issues
that they have no answers
to, they try and wriggle out
of it by creating a new nar-
rative.” 

Stating that Mr. Gandhi
as MP of the constituency
was the “last” to reach
Wayanad, Mr. Chandrasek-
har said: “He [Rahul Gand-
hi] wants to be the centre
of attention, he wants to be
playing the victim card...
you can do this once, you
can fool people some time,
[but] you cannot fool peo-
ple all the time. This is
nothing but a silly attempt
by Rahul Gandhi to take
the new story away from
Wayanad and on to this
make-believe imaginary at-
tempt by the ED on him.”

Rahul says ED set to raid
him; BJP says Congress
creating a new narrative
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi

Lack of Central grants for
the healthcare sector,
NEET question paper leak,
rising number of deaths
among the youth from
heart attack, lack of man-
power, and appeal for
more AIIMS-like institu-
tions dominated Friday’s
discussion in the Lok Sab-
ha on the demands for
grants of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
for 2024-25. Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Minister J.P.
Nadda is expected to pre-
sent his response on Au-
gust 5.

Raising concerns about
young and middle-aged In-
dians becoming prone to
various non-communica-
ble diseases, Bangalore Ru-
ral MP C.N. Manjunath said
60% of the deaths today
were caused by non-com-
municable diseases — the
number one killer being
heart attack. Those in the
age group of 25-45 were be-
coming prone to it, Dr.
Manjunath said.

‘Lack of doctors’

Shiromani Akali Dal MP
from Punjab Harsimart
Kaur Badal noted that the
existing AIIMS in her State
did not have enough man-
power or infrastructure. 

Demanding that the Un-
ion government bring in
measures to reduce the ris-
ing out-of-pocket health ex-
penditure, Congress MP
Shivaji Bandappa Kalge
said the tax on medical
equipment should be
brought down, besides al-
locating more funds for the
healthcare sector. “We are
dealing with a situation
where there is a lack of
doctors in the rural sector
and this needs to be cor-
rected,” he added. 

Independent MP Rajesh
Ranjan stressed the need
for standardisation of
charges for various medi-
cal investigations. All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen MP Asaduddin Owai-
si said most primary
healthcare centres lacked
basic infrastructure. 

MPs demand
more funds,
manpower for
health sector 

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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Faith in the higher being and social consciousness have al-
ways been the hallmark of south Indians from time imme-
morial. Natural resources, especially rivers, are revered
and treated as divinity itself. Tiruvalluvar’s Kural sums it
up. The poet says, “If the rains were to fail there would be
no more o�erings and festivals to the Gods.” River Cauv-
ery is dei�ed and treated as a goddess and worshipped, es-
pecially on the 18th day of the Tamil month of Aadi, said
Dr. Sudha Seshayyan in a discourse. On this day, the river
swells and �ows gracefully through the delta and the feel-
ing of piety and the happy emotions it generates in the re-
sidents of this area is unquanti�able. 

The south-west monsoon, originating in the Western
Ghats, �lls up water bodies and �ows southwards. For
eons, dwellers near the rivers Cauvery, Palar, Vaigai and
Tamirabharani have prayed primarily for rains, for with-
out rainfall, there can be no sustenance of life on earth.
The upswing of devotional ferrous is triggered on Aadi 18
since the river is viewed as no less than a mother who
nourishes her o�spring. The swollen river is a sign that the
future is secure. Such is the personalised characteristic of
this day that men and women hold the river to be ‘preg-
nant’ and o�er bangles, auspicious turmeric and hold a ri-
tual one normally associates with pregnant women. 

Aadi 18: �ood of devotion 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

A hoarding collapsed on Friday morning at
Kalyan in Maharashtra’s Thane, injuring two
persons and damaging three vehicles. Kalyan
Tehsildar Sachin Shejal con�rmed that heavy
rain with gusty winds were the cause for the
collapse that happened around 10.15 a.m. at
Sahajanand Chowk. “We will initiate action
against the erring contractor for failing to adhere
to the guidelines laid out for billboards and
hoardings,” Kalyan-Dombivli Municipal
Corporation Commissioner Indurani Jakhad said.
This has happened in just a few months after the
hoarding collapse in Ghatkopar on May 13,
claiming 17 lives and injuring over 80 individuals.

Hoarding collapses in Thane;
2 injured, 3 vehicles damaged

The Supreme Court on Friday issued a formal
notice to the Union government in a petition
challenging the exclusion of gay persons,
transgender persons, and women sex workers
from donating blood. A three-judge Bench also
sought responses from the National AIDS Control
Organisation and the National Blood Transfusion
Council. The petition has questioned the validity
of Clause 12 of the ‘Guidelines for Blood Donor
Selection & Blood Donor Referral, 2017’ issued by
the National Blood Transfusion Council and the
National AIDS Control Organisation.

Plea in SC on blood donation 
by transgender persons 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Arden)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Service backed by unions - there are too many hitches,
perhaps (4,9)

10 Say it's absolute (5)

11 Dispatched a pack inside for a religious ceremony (9)

12 A newsroom broadcast "Ladies in a row" (9)

13 Hard soil, not right, land not cultivated (5)

14 A way to fall in line is more palatable (7)

16 Paints the school colours, all of them in the end accept
title (7)

18 Four emptied, double that consignment (7)

20 Clear order, one million to recover (7)

22 Work and exercise initially did put one to sleep (5)

24 Ten photos developed then and there (2-3-4)

26 Loyal caller exposed the big man (9)

27 Speech - PM gets India backing (5)

28 Follow what the photographer wants to do (3,3,7)

Down

2 Star workers can cover 100 square metres (7)

3 Jump over, breaking law - that's huge (9)

4 Tea - collect from bottom to top (5)

5 "No vehicle came up"- true version of his story (9)

6 Change of heart - a desire to be under water (5)

7 Upgrade? Leave out the banks (7)

8 Auto foundries struggling, clueless (3,3,2,5)

9 Simultaneously after a damage, estimate them (2,3,4,4)

15 Reason to limit booze (9)

17 St. Michael blessed old man of science (9)

19 Get rid of old dal in Indian kitchen (7)

21 "He wants a job as a salesman", they say... (7)

23 ...till it follows one, for example (5)

25 Foreign tourist or missing tribesman? (5)
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I
ndian astronaut-desig-
nates Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla

and Group Captain Pra-
santh Balakrishnan Nair
have been shortlisted to go
to the U.S. to train for the
Axiom-4 mission to the In-
ternational Space Station
(ISS). 

The National Mission
Assignment Board has re-
commended them as
prime and back-up mission
pilots for the mission.
Group Captain Shukla will
be the prime mission pilot
and Group Captain Nair
will be the back-up. 

The Axiom-4 mission is
the fourth private astro-
naut mission to the Inter-
national Space Station.

The India-U.S. joint
statement during the state
visit of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to the U.S. in
June 2023 envisioned a
joint ISRO-NASA e�ort to
the ISS.

Towards the goal of
mounting a joint ISRO-NA-
SA e�ort, the Human
Space Flight Centre (HSFC)
of the ISRO has entered in-
to a Space Flight Agree-

ment with the NASA-identi-
�ed service provider
Axiom Space Inc., U.S., for
its upcoming Axiom-4 mis-
sion to the ISS, the ISRO
said.

Scienti�c research
The agency added that the
assigned crew members
will be �nally approved to
�y to the International
Space Station by the Multi-
lateral Crew Operations Pa-
nel. They will commence
training for the mission
from the �rst week of Au-
gust, it said. 

“During the mission,

the Gaganyatri will under-
take selected scienti�c re-
search and technology de-
monstration experiments
on board the ISS as well as
engage in space outreach
activities. The experiences
gained during this mission
will be bene�cial for the In-
dian Human Space Pro-
gram and it will also streng-
then human space �ight
cooperation between ISRO
and NASA,” the ISRO said.

Group Captain Shukla
and Group Captain Nair
are among the four select-
ed for India’s Gaganyaan
mission. 

Group Captain Shukla is
an alumnus of the National
Defence Academy and was
commissioned on June 17,
2006 in the �ghter stream
of the IAF. He is a �ghter
combat leader and a test
pilot with approximately
2,000 hours of �ying expe-
rience. He has �own a va-
riety of aircraft, including
Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29,
Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and
An-32.

Group Captain Nair is an
alumnus of the NDA and
recipient of the Sword of
Honour at the Air Force
Academy. 

He was commissioned
on December 19, 1998 in
the �ghter stream of the
IAF. He is a Cat A �ying in-
structor and a test pilot
with approximately 3,000
hours of �ying experience. 

He has �own a variety of
aircraft, including Su-30
MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29,
Hawk, Dornier, and An-32.
He is also an alumnus of
the United States Sta� Col-
lege and a DS at the De-
fence Services Sta� Col-
lege, Wellington, and the
Flying Instructors School,
Tambaram. He has com-
manded a premier �ghter
Su-30 squadron.

India selects 2 crew members

for Axiom-4 mission to ISS

Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair (left) and Group Captain

Shubhanshu Shukla. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Shubhanshu Shukla and Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair, Group Captains in the IAF, will train in U.S.;

experience gained during the mission will be bene�cial for human space programme, says ISRO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) has
received ₹172 crore as
royalty from Bharat Bio-
tech International Ltd. for
jointly developing Covax-
in, an indigenously deve-
loped vaccine for CO-
VID-19, Union Health
Minister J.P. Nadda said
during Question Hour in
the Lok Sabha on Friday.

The Minister said that af-
ter the Union government
objected to the failure to
list ICMR as a co-owner
and co-inventor during the
�ling of the patent for Co-
vaxin, Bharat Biotech had
accepted its mistake and
recti�ed it. “Now ICMR,
National Institute of Virolo-
gy, along with three scien-
tists are co-owners and co-
inventors of Covaxin,” Mr.
Nadda said. 

He informed the House
that India had given Covax-
in supplies to seven other
countries under the Vac-
cine Maitri programme.

Covaxin was jointly de-
veloped by the ICMR, Na-
tional Institute of Virology
(NIV) and Bharat Biotech
in two phases. The �rst
was to isolate the virus,
and study the challenges
and related issues, and
these were done by the
ICMR and the NIV. 

Then, the development
of the vaccine was done by
Bharat Biotech, which
spent around ₹60 crore to
that end, the Minister said. 

The ICMR spent around
₹35 crore on the develop-
ment of Covaxin, including

₹20 crore towards the
Phase 3 clinical trial which
involved funding 25 sites
for screening and recruit-
ing 25,800 participants.

Patent application
Responding to Trinamool
Congress member Sougata
Roy, who had asked wheth-
er the government took
any punitive action against
Bharat Biotech for not
mentioning the names of
ICMR and NIV in the patent
application, the Minister
noted that there had been
a joint memorandum of
understanding between
the ICMR, the NIV and
Bharat Biotech for the vac-
cine’s development.

Initially, when Bharat
Biotech �led the patent ap-
plication, it only included
its own name. As soon as
the government and the
ICMR came to know about
it, “we questioned them”,
Mr. Nadda said and added
that after the objection was
raised, the application was
corrected by Bharat Bio-
tech. 

ICMR got ₹172 cr. from Bharat
Biotech for Covaxin: Nadda
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Covaxin was jointly developed

by the ICMR, NIV, and Bharat

Biotech. 

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved eight nation-
al high-speed road corri-
dor projects totalling 936
km at a cost of ₹50,000
crore. They include a four-
lane ring road for Ayodhya
for pilgrims visiting the
Ram Mandir and a bypass
for Guwahati that will con-
nect various cities in the
north-eastern region.

The pilgrim town of
Ayodhya will get a 68-km-
long four-lane access-con-
trolled ring road at a total
capital cost of ₹3,935 crore
enabling seamless connec-
tivity to tourists arriving
from airports in Lucknow
and Ayodhya as well as ma-
jor railway stations.

The Cabinet has also
okayed a 214-km six-lane
high-speed corridor bet-
ween Tharad and Ahmeda-
bad in Gujarat, which will
provide connectivity bet-
ween two key national cor-

ridors connecting Amritsar
with Jamnagar and Delhi
and Mumbai Expressway.
This will provide seamless
connectivity for freight
vehicles originating from
the industrial regions of
Punjab, Haryana, and Ra-
jasthan to the major ports
in Maharashtra, the go-
vernment said in a press
release.

Guwahati will get a 121-
km bypass to be developed
at a total cost of ₹5,729
crore. A major bridge
across the Brahmaputra
will also be constructed as
part of the project. The
road will provide seamless
connectivity to long-dis-
tance tra�c plying on Na-
tional Highway 27, which is
the gateway to the north-
east, the statement said.

Agra will get a national
high-speed corridor which
will connect it with Gwa-
lior. It will be 88 km in
length and will be deve-
loped at a cost of ₹4,613
crore.

Cabinet approves 
8 high-speed road
corridor projects
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Fri-
day wrote to Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and urged her
to withdraw 18% GST on
life insurance and health
insurance premiums.

She said the imposition
of the GST on premiums
increases the �nancial bur-
den on the common peo-
ple. “With deep anguish, I
am writing to you regard-
ing the imposition of 18%
GST on life insurance and
health insurance policies/
products and the withdra-
wal of deductions in the
new tax regime under Sec-
tions 80C and 80D of the
Income Tax Act, which, to
me, are highly anti-people
in nature,” she said.

The letter came a day af-
ter Ms. Banerjee threa-
tened protests if the Union
government does not roll
back the decision.

Mamata urges
Nirmala to
withdraw GST
on insurance 

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

The YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) o�ce in Kuppam,
the constituency of And-
hra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu in
Chittoor district, which till
recently buzzed with
heightened political activi-
ty, is all set to make way for
a multi-cuisine Indian res-
taurant titled, ‘Amaravati’.

The o�ce located at the
entrance of Kuppam town
and close to the govern-
ment hospital was the par-
ty’s busiest nerve centre
during 2014-2024.

Even when Mr. Naidu
was the Chief Minister
from 2014-19, the o�ce
had attracted a large num-
ber of cadre from all over
the constituency spread
over Kuppam, Ramakup-
pam, Shantipuram, and
Gudupalle mandals.

Party strongman and
former Minister Peddired-
di Ramachandra Reddy’s

repeated vows to defeat
Mr. Naidu in Kuppam had
generated immense politi-
cal heat, which made the
o�ce a hub.

Poster announcement 
A few days ago, a �exi
came up on the closed
gates of the o�ce an-
nouncing that a restaurant
would be coming soon.
Some temporary struc-
tures of the party were be-
ing demolished to accom-
modate the restaurant. In
the recent days, two dozen
cadre of the YSRCP, who
included MPTC and ZPTC
members, and municipal
councillors, joined the
TDP. 

In this backdrop, admir-
ers of Mr. Jagan attributed
the “glory and decline” of
the party o�ce to Mr. Ra-
machandra Reddy, saying
had he not created hype of
defeating Mr. Naidu, the
closure of Kuppam o�ce
would have gone unnot-
iced.

Restaurant ‘Amaravati’
to come up at YSRCP
o�ce in Kuppam!
K. Umashanker
KUPPAM

Landslides and torrential
rain pummelled northern
West Bengal on Thursday,
resulting in multiple road
blocks on National High-
way-10 and closures in Ka-
limpong. 

The latest incident cor-
roborates data from the
Geological Survey of India
(GSI) and the Indian Space
Research Organisation (IS-
RO) on the region’s excep-
tional vulnerability to land-
slide-related calamities.

NH 10 shut
Tra�c was shut on Nation-
al Highway 10 on Thurs-
day, a day after it was reo-
pened for the movement of
light vehicles following a
prolonged month-long clo-
sure in July. This National
Highway, prone to land-
slides and damage due to
surges in water levels in
Teesta river, is considered
critical in connecting Ka-
limpong in the State’s
northern region to Sikkim
by road.

Places suh as Melli, 27
Mile, 29 Mile, Ravijhora,
and Birikdara in Kalim-
pong experienced road
closures due to landslides
on Thursday. 

According to Kalimpong

district authorities, heavy
rain also slowed down op-
erations surrounding de-
bris removal from roads
and resumption of vehicu-
lar tra�c movement.

Parts of the National
Highway which were re-
cently restored after land-
slides in the last two
months, were again dam-
aged under the impact of
rubble and boulders on
Thursday.

Alert issued
The GSI’s National Land-
slide Forecasting Centre
has issued landslide fore-
casts in places across Dar-
jeeling and Kalimpong dis-
tricts with an orange
(“high”) alert between Fri-
day and Saturday and a yel-
low (“moderate”) alert bet-
ween Saturday and
Sunday, on its online
portal.

Of the 3,782 landslides
that took place in India bet-
ween 2015 and 2022, West
Bengal comes second only
to Kerala with a total of
376, show GSI data. Kerala
tops the list with 2,239 inci-
dents during the given pe-
riod, according to a recent
reply given in the Lok Sab-
ha by Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) of the
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Jitendra Singh.

Landslides, rain
cause disruptions 
in north Bengal
Moyurie Som
KOLKATA
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The U.S. unemployment
rate jumped to near a
three-year high of 4.3% in
July amid a signi�cant
slowdown in hiring,
heightening fears the la-
bour market was deterio-
rating and potentially mak-
ing the economy
vulnerable to a recession.

The increase in the un-
employment rate from
4.1% in June marked the
fourth straight monthly in-
crease, the U.S. Labor De-
partment reported on Fri-
day. It has risen from a
�ve-decade low of 3.4% in
April 2023. The labour
market is slowing, driven
by weak hiring, rather than
layo�s, as the Federal Re-
serve’s interest rate in-
creases in 2022 and 2023
weigh on demand.

The employment report
also showed the increase in
annual wages last month
was the smallest in more
than three years, e�ective-
ly sealing the case for the
U.S. central bank to cut in-
terest rates in September.

“The latest snapshot of
the labour market is con-
sistent with a slowdown,
not necessarily a reces-
sion,” said Je�rey Roach,
chief economist at LPL Fi-
nancial. “However, early
warning signs suggest
further weakness. If [it]...
weakens further, markets
will likely price in three
cuts this year.”

Nonfarm payrolls rose
by 1,14,000 jobs after rising
by a downwardly revised
1,79,000 in June, the Labor
Department’s Bureau of
Labor Statistics said.

Unemployment
rate hits 4.3% in
U.S. as job
growth slows

Reuters
WASHINGTON

MARKETS
�

MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 80,982 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -1.08

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddd 83.72 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.01

Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 72,850 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.48

Brent oilddddddddddddddddddddddddd 77.24 ddddddddddddddddddddddd -3.67

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3160.90. . . . . . . . -56.35

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1588.00. . . . . . . . . . -2.15

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6710.15. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.75

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3106.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.35

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1160.85. . . . . . . . -11.45

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9616.20. . . . . . -114.30

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1623.45. . . . . . . . -11.35

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6725.00. . . . . . . . -46.65

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1493.80. . . . . . . . -11.70

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 347.10. . . . . . . . . . -2.00

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5720.35. . . . . . . . . . -9.80

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1528.80. . . . . . . . -17.40

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 524.50. . . . . . . . -15.90

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4991.25. . . . . . . . . . 73.35

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6964.15. . . . . . . . . . 76.20

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4726.70. . . . . . -242.10

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2706.80. . . . . . . . -60.20

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1609.30. . . . . . . . -31.25

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1659.15. . . . . . . . . . 20.35

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 707.40. . . . . . . . . . -6.20

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5274.20. . . . . . . . -97.65

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 648.05. . . . . . . . -25.45

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2692.55. . . . . . . . -23.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1196.55. . . . . . . . -13.55

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1404.30. . . . . . . . -15.55

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1821.20. . . . . . . . -31.40

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 489.10. . . . . . . . . . -4.60

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 899.55. . . . . . . . -35.00

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1803.45. . . . . . . . . . 10.80

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3665.70. . . . . . -113.60

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5509.90. . . . . . -169.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2749.65. . . . . . . . -78.75

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 12726.40. . . . . . -632.65

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2495.10. . . . . . . . . . 11.10

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 419.70. . . . . . . . . . -3.75

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 330.10. . . . . . . . -11.65

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 358.25. . . . . . . . . . -2.85

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2998.65. . . . . . . . -31.95

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1744.90. . . . . . . . -22.35

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 847.85. . . . . . . . -14.80

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2992.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.85

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1731.65. . . . . . . . . . 16.45

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1193.65. . . . . . . . -14.70

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1096.65. . . . . . . . -47.75

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 158.22. . . . . . . . . . -4.84

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4283.05. . . . . . -114.05

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1507.70. . . . . . . . -36.75

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3462.35. . . . . . . . . . -6.00

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11764.50. . . . . . -220.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 502.15. . . . . . . . -19.40

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on August 02

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 83.55. . . . . . . . . . 83.87

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 90.51. . . . . . . . . . 90.85

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 106.48. . . . . . . . 106.89

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 56.07. . . . . . . . . . 56.29

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.60. . . . . . . . . . 11.64

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 95.96. . . . . . . . . . 96.33

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 62.74. . . . . . . . . . 62.99

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.20. . . . . . . . . . 60.44

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 18.57. . . . . . . . . . 18.66

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 54.42. . . . . . . . . . 54.63

Source:Indian Bank

Toyota Kirloskar Motor has reopened bookings
for the Innova Hycross ZX & ZX (O) models.
Owing to high-demand, the bookings for these
top-end grades were put on hold temporarily.
“During this period, bookings for other grades of
the Innova Hycross, both hybrid and gasoline,
continued unabated. With streamlining and
enhanced supply, the waiting period has been
reduced and the bookings for Innova Hycross
top-end grades commenced,” the company said. 

Toyota reopens bookings
for Innova Hycross models 

INBRIEF
�

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., (TMB) reported
standalone net pro�t for the June quarter rose
10% to ₹287 crore on improvement in asset
quality and interest income. Interest income rose
to ₹1,281 crore from ₹1,156 crore and non-interest
income by ₹67 crore to ₹234 crore, the private
sector lender said. Net interest income grew by
10% to ₹567 crore. Net interest margin increased
to 4.12% from 4%. Gross NPAs slid 12 bps to 1.44%
while net NPAs contracted by 1 bps to 0.65%.

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Q1
net rises 10% on asset quality

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (U.S.
FDA) issued a Form 483 with three observations
to Gland Pharma post inspection of the generic
injectable-focused company’s Pashamylaram
facility in Hyderabad. The observations are
neither repeat observations nor related to data
integrity. The corrective and preventive actions
for the observations will be submitted to the U.S.
FDA within the stipulated period, Gland Pharma
said in a �ling on Friday. 

U.S. FDA issues 3 observations
to Gland Pharma’s facility  

R
eversing the bul-
lish trend, bench-
mark stock indices

slipped by more than 1% on
Friday led by a sell-o� in
auto and steel stocks, after
weaker-than-expected U.S.
jobs data triggered a global
equities slump.

The S&P BSE Sensex
witnessed a decline of
885.60 points, or 1.08%, to
80,981.95. Sensex stocks
that lost the most included
Maruti down 4.63%, Tata
Motors (4.17%), JSW Steel
(3.66%), Tata Steel (2.97%),

L&T (2.91%) and M&M
(2.84%). The NSE Nifty-50
index slid 293.20 points, or
1.17%, to 24.717.70, a day af-

ter it had crossed the
25,000-point mark.

Most sectors mirrored
the benchmark’s decline

and the broader indices al-
so fell each losing half-a-
percent, an analyst said.

“Today, our markets fol-
lowed the trend of world
equity markets, which
closed with a massive drop
in the last few days,” Amol
Athawale, VP-Technical Re-
search, Kotak Securities
said commenting on the
slide in stock indices.

“They were down due
to weak economy-related
data as well as disappoint-
ing quarterly numbers. Ho-
wever, our markets held
up relatively better than
world markets, which fell
by over 1.50%.”

Sensex, Nifty slip over 1% led
by sell-o� in auto, steel stocks 

Global wobble: Equity investors become poorer by ₹4.4 lakh crore

as markets crashed. REUTERS

Weaker-than-expected U.S. data, with unemployment rate rising to 4.3% in July amid a signi�cant

slowdown in hiring, triggered a global slump with the contagion e�ect not sparing Indian bourses

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC), which will
be meeting from August
6-8, would likely keep poli-
cy rates unchanged on ac-
count of elevated food in-
�ation, economists at
Barclays India & Goldman
Sachs Economics Research
said in separate notes.

“Enduring upward food
price pressure on headline
in�ation would likely keep
the MPC cautious,” Shreya
Sodhani and Amruta
Ghare of Barclays wrote.

“We expect the MPC to
keep policy settings un-
changed in a 4-2 vote. With
no urgency to cut rates gi-
ven steady growth, we see
a risk of rate cuts being de-
layed beyond December,”
they added.

“The MPC has lots to
digest since the last meet-
ing in June: food price
pressures halted the disin-
�ationary trend in the hea-
dline rate in June, the Un-
ion Budget maintained its
commitment to �scal con-
solidation, and the U.S. Fed
is now hinting at a Septem-
ber cut. Domestic growth

indicators remain broadly
steady, which should be ta-
ken as a source of comfort
by the MPC,” the Barclays
economists wrote.

Goldman Sachs econo-
mists stated that elevated
and broad-based food in-
�ation had kept H1 calen-
dar year 2024 headline in-
�ation near 5%.

“Going forward, even
though a high base... is go-
ing to pull headline in�a-
tion down towards 4% in
Q3, there are upside risks
to food in�ation due to an
uneven monsoon,” the
economists added.

‘Elevated, broad-based food
in�ation to force RBI to hold’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India is
working to streamline the
fundraising process for
�rms and simplifying IPO
documents for investors,
Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch said on Friday.

SEBI is working to
merge rights issues and
preferential allotments to
expedite fundraising, Ms.
Buch said, adding it would
cut the time companies
need to raise funds by half.

‘SEBI targets
reduction in
time taken to
fundraise’

Reuters
MUMBAI

Rane Holdings Ltd. (RHL)
reported consolidated net
pro�t rose 61% from a year
earlier to ₹19.5 crore.

Revenue from opera-
tions contracted by 7% to
₹831 crore, the holding
company of the Rane
group said in statement.

Revenue from Indian
original equipment cus-
tomers grew by 9% sup-
ported by strong growth in
passenger vehicle seg-
ment, while revenue from
Indian aftermarket seg-
ment decreased by 1%.

Global revenue dips
Rane Holdings’ revenue
from international custom-
ers decreased by 17% pre-
dominantly on account of

divestment of Rane Light
Metal Casting Inc.’s busi-
ness. 

On an organic basis, it
declined by 5% due to end
of certain customer pro-
gramme for steering and
occupant safety products. 

The board approved
reappointment of Vice
Chairman Harish Laksh-
man as Joint Managing Di-
rector for a period of �ve
years from August 1.

Rane Holdings Q1 net
surges 61% to ₹19.5 cr. 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Cotton Corporation of
India (CCI) has procured 33
lakh bales of cotton at Mi-
nimum Support Price
(MSP) from farmers during
the current cotton season
that will end next month.

CCI CMD Lalit Kumar
Gupta told The Hindu that
it holds two e-auctions ev-
ery day — one for textile
mills and another for all
buyers. The o�take by
mills was low reportedly
because of yarn stocks
with the mills and slow-
down in demand. It sold
only 25,000-30,000 bales
of cotton for almost 25
days. However, the sales
picked up on Thursday
when it sold 20,000 bales.
The CCI currently holds al-

most 20 lakh bales stock.
“We need to be pre-

pared for the next cotton
season (that will start in
October) as we expect hea-
vy MSP operations,” Mr.
Kumar said.

In order to boost sales to
textile mills, the CCI allows
the mills to take delivery in
60 days from August 1 and
has appealed to the mills to
cover their stock require-
ments for the current cot-
ton season.

‘CCI procures 33 lakh
bales cotton at MSP’ 

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Apple, the Cupertino-
based iPhone maker, on
Friday said it saw record
revenue growth across
more than two dozen geog-
raphies, including India in
the June-ended quarter.

Apple reported a new
revenue record of $85.8 bil-
lion, up 5% from a year ear-
lier, and better than what it
had expected. EPS grew in
double digits to $1.40 and
achieved a record for the
June quarter, according to
CEO Tim Cook.

“We also set quarterly
revenue records in more
than two dozen countries
and regions,” he said.

Set quarterly
revenue
record in
India: Cook 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU The National Company

Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT), Chennai accept-
ed the settlement agree-
ment between Byju’s and
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and
set aside the order direct-
ing insolvency proceedings
against Bjyu’s parent Think
and Learn Private Limited.

National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Bengalu-
ru ordered insolvency pro-
ceedings against Think &
Learn on July 16 in a case
�led by BCCI claiming a de-
fault of ₹158 crore.

Byju Raveendran, sus-
pended director, sharehol-
der and promoter of the
edtech �rm, moved an ap-

peal before NCLAT.
Riju Raveendran, broth-

er of Byju Raveendran and
the largest shareholder of
Think & Learn, o�ered to
pay from personal funds.

He said while ₹50 crore
had already been paid via
RTGS, ₹25 crore would be
paid on August 2 through
RTGS and a sum of ₹83
crore would be paid on or
before August 9 via RTGS.

The lenders opposed
the settlement proposal
questioning the source of
funds alleging it was taint-
ed money and argued set-
tlement to the BCCI was a
preferential transaction
violating the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code.

In 2021, U.S. lenders, re-
presented by Glas Trust,
disbursed $1.2 billion to By-
ju’s Alpha, a step-down
subsidiary of Think and
Learn and a missing $533
million of the amount was
the subject matter of a dis-
pute between the parties
before the Delaware Court.

In his undertaking to
NCLAT, Riju Raveendran
said his proposal was not
in violation of any order
and it has nothing to do
with the $533 million.

NCLAT okays Byju’s-BCCI pact,
sets aside insolvency order
Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

cccd5fb0-bb5d-4abe-b278-cf40976f527b

cccd5fb0-bb5d-4abe-b278-cf40976f527b



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

12 Saturday, August 3, 2024
DelhiWorld

X

At least 13 persons died in protests over economic hardship in

Nigeria on Thursday, according to Amnesty International, which

accused security forces of killing peaceful demonstrators.

Thousands took to the streets in cities across Nigeria to protest

against government policies and the high cost of living. AFP

At least 13 dead as protesters hit
Nigerian streets over govt. policies

ABUJA

AFP
X

The U.S. Justice Department filed a lawsuit against TikTok and

parent company ByteDance for failing to protect children's privacy

on the social media app. The government said TikTok violated a law

that requires services aimed at children to obtain parental consent

to collect personal information from users under age 13. REUTERS

U.S. sues TikTok over privacy
violations of children under 13

WASHINGTON

REUTERS
X

An Israeli strike that killed seven charity workers in a Gaza aid

convoy was the result of “mistaken identification” and a raft of

other serious failures, the Australian government found in a report

on Friday. An Australian women was among the group of seven

World Central Kitchen sta� killed by a Israeli strike in April. AFP

Australia blames ‘serious failures’
for Israeli strike on WCK convoy

SYDNEY

REUTERS
X

Vente Venezuela, the movement headed by Venezuela's opposition

leader Maria Corina Machado, on Friday said its headquarters was

vandalised amid ongoing tensions over a disputed presidential

election, as the country’s Foreign Minister said the U.S. was at the

forefront of what the government says is a coup attempt. REUTERS

Opposition headquarters invaded
in Venezuela, govt. claims coup bid

CARACAS

AP

Sport

M
ourners and sup-
porters bid fare-
well on Friday in

Qatar to Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh after his kill-
ing in Tehran, blamed on
Israel, has heightened re-
gional tensions as the Gaza
war dragged on. Thou-
sands of people gathered
at the Gulf emirate’s largest
mosque, where Haniyeh’s
casket, draped in a Palesti-
nian �ag, was taken before
leaving again for burial in
Lusail, north of Doha.

Haniyeh’s predecessor
Khaled Meshaal spoke at
the ceremony, saying the
slain leader had “served

his cause, his people”.
Mr. Meshaal said his

death would only make the
group more determined to
continue its �ght for a free
Palestine. There would be

no concessions over its
principles and no recogni-
tion of Israel, he said.

“Palestine will remain
from the river to the
sea...and the Zionists (Is-

rael) have no place on the
land of Palestine, regard-
less of how many they kill
of us,” Mr. Meshaal said in
a video released by Hamas.

“Our enemies don’t
learn the lesson, they have
been killing our leaders for
over 100 years, what hap-
pened? When a leader as-
cends (to heaven) another
leader comes,” he said.

Senior Hamas o�cial
Sami Abu Zuhri told Reu-
ters by phone: “Our mes-
sage to the occupation (Is-
rael) today is that you are
sinking deep in the mud
and your end is getting
closer than ever. The blood
of Haniyeh will change all
equations.”

Hamas called for a “day
of furious rage”.

Slain Hamas chief buried in
Qatar amid vows of revenge 

Final adieu: Senior Hamas o�icial Khalil al-Hayya, centre, praying

near the co�ins of Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard on Friday. AP

Haniyeh’s death will only make Hamas more determined to continue its �ght for a free Palestine,

says Khaled Meshaal, his predecessor; the Islamist militant group calls for ‘a day of furious rage’ 

Agence France-Presse
Reuters
DOHA

India’s silence for another
day on rising tensions bet-
ween Iran and Israel over
the killing of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh re�ects its
“dilemma” in trying to ba-
lance ties with both coun-
tries, say experts. The as-
sassination of Mr. Haniyeh,
the political chief of the
group that carried out the
October 7 terror attacks in
Israel, who was also Ha-
mas’s lead negotiator with
Israel and other countries
on a possible cease�re deal
and hostage release nego-
tiations that have failed to
fructify for months, is like-
ly to put a pause on the
peace process under way. 

While the Ministry of Ex-
ternal A�airs has put out a
travel advisory for Indians
in Israel and Lebanon, and
is likely to update travel ad-
visories for other parts of
the region, sources said
there would be no state-
ment on the Haniyeh kill-
ing itself.

“The assassination is de-
�nitely a major event for
India, because it has hap-
pened very close to India’s
neighbourhood,” said Su-
jatha Aishwarya, Professor
at Jamia Milia University’s
School of West Asian Stu-
dies. “But the government
appears to be in a dilemma
as to how to respond to the
event,” she added, citing
India’s close ties with Iran
and Israel as a factor. 

Adding to the complica-
tions for New Delhi, India
had sent Road Transport
and Highways Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari to Iranian Pre-
sident Masoud Pezesh-

kian’s inauguration and
Mr. Gadkari was in Tehran
when Haniyeh was killed
and had been in a group
photo with Haniyeh, as
well as Hezbollah leaders
along with dozens of inter-
national dignitaries
attending.

Indian workers 
While India condemned
the October 7 attacks in Is-
rael as terrorist acts, the
government has not
banned Hamas as a terror
group, despite requests
from Israel. On the other
hand, the government has
facilitated the transfer of at
least 5,000 construction
workers and plans for
about 5,000 caregivers to
travel to Israel to �ll in for
jobs where Palestinian
workers were terminated
after the October 7 attacks.
With Air India putting o�
�ights to Tel Aviv for this
week, and more travel ad-
visories expected, the
transfer of Indian workers
may also be put on hold.

“India will want to issue
any statement only after it
carefully studies how it
might impact ties with Is-
rael, which are critical in
certain security and mili-
tary areas, and also Iran,

where [India] has impor-
tant, critical economic
stakes involved,” Ms. Aish-
warya concluded.

Others said New Delhi
may also be concerned
about the impact of the
tensions on two recent in-
itiatives: the India-Middle
East Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEEC)
launched last September,
and the 10-year India-Iran
MoU for additional deve-
lopment of Chabahar port
signed in June this year. 

While bilateral talks on
the IMEEC plan with va-
rious partners, including
the UAE, Jordan and
Greece, have taken place,
the steering committee of
all IMEEC countries has
been unable to meet due to
West Asian tensions for
nearly a year. Any con�ict
in the region, and the im-
plementation of any U.S.
sanctions will also impact
India’s plans for Chabahar
port, including land con-
nectivity to Afghanistan
and Central Asia. In addi-
tion, the India-Israel-UAE-
U.S. I2U2 initiative and
plans to connect Indian
cargo routes through the
International North South
Transport Corridor to Rus-
sia could also be a�ected.

India faces ‘dilemma’ amid
rising Iran-Israel tensions
over Ismail Haniyeh’s killing 

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Nitin Gadkari was in Iran to attend the swearing-in of the new

President when the attack against Ismail Haniyeh happened. PTI

NEWS ANALYSIS

U.S. Vice-President Kamala
Harris e�ectively secured
the Democratic party’s
presidential nomination
on Friday, con�rming her
rise to party standard bear-
er in November’s show-
down against Republican
Donald Trump.

Ms. Harris was the sole
candidate on the ballot of
nearly 4,000 party con-
vention delegates. She will
be o�cially crowned later
this month.

No other Democrats
stepped forward to chal-
lenge her elevation to the
top of the ticket, making
her con�rmation as the
�rst Black and South Asian
woman ever to secure a
major party’s nomination
a formality.

Harris secures
Democratic
presidential
nomination

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Myanmar military air
strikes hit a hospital in a ci-
ty controlled by an ethnic
minority armed group
close to the China border
killing 10 persons, local
media reported on Friday.

Military planes carried
out at least two air strikes
on Laukkai city, normally
home to some 25,000 peo-
ple, late on Thursday
night, a local resident had
said.

Local media outlets qu-
oted one resident as saying

10 civilians were killed in
the air strikes.

The Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) group have held
Laukkai since January after
more than 2,000 junta
troops surrendered there
in one of the military’s big-
gest defeats in decades.

Junta strikes
The junta has bombed
Laukkai several times in re-
cent weeks after the
MNDAA renewed its o�en-
sive in northern Shan
State, shredding a Beijing-
brokered cease�re.

Myanmar air strikes
on border hospital
near China kill 10
Agence France-Presse
BANGKOK

Journalist Evan Gershkov-
ich and two other Ameri-
cans touched down in Tex-
as on Friday for medical
checks, after being freed
by Russia in a huge prison-
er swap.

Wall Street Journal re-
porter Gershkovich, form-
er U.S. marine Paul Whe-
lan, and journalist Alsu
Kurmasheva had hours
earlier been greeted by
President Joe Biden and
Vice-President Kamala
Harris during a brief sto-
pover near Washington.

Their arrival on U.S. soil
on Thursday was met by

cheers from family.
They were among two

dozen detainees released
earlier on Thursday in the
biggest East-West prisoner
swap since the Cold War.

A fourth prisoner, Vladi-
mir Kara-Murza, a Russian
Kremlin critic with U.S. re-
sidency, was also among
those freed but was return-
ing separately to the U.S.

U.S. citizens land in Texas after
huge prisoner swap with Russia 
Agence France-Presse
SAN ANTONIO

Light of day: (from left) Alsu Kurmasheva, Paul Whelan and Evan

Gershkovich after arriving in Texas on Friday. AFP

BENGALURU: Rajesh Narredu’s
ward Excellent Lass, who has
been well tuned, is expected to
score in the Fillies Championship
Stakes (1,600m), while African
Gold, who maintains form, may
complete a hat-trick in the Colts
Championship Stakes (1,600m),
the stellar attraction of the first
two Classic events of the season
to be held here on Saturday (Aug
3). There will be no false rails.

1 GUINDY PLATE (1,200m), rated
00 to 25, 5-y-o & over, 12-45

p.m.: 1 Phoenix Surprise (4) Fa-
izan Khan 62.5, 2. Blues Ballad (3)
Sai Kiran 60.5, 3. Chiraag (7) P.
Mani 59, 4. Recreator (5) G. Vivek
57, 5. Akasi (6) Arvind K 56, 6. Air
Blast (2) Tauseef 55.5, 7. Meghann
(1) Jagadeesh 55.5 and 8. Burning
Arrow (8) Kiran Rai 54.5.
1. RECREATOR, 2. BLUES BALLAD,

3. AKASI

2 MALENAHALLI PLATE

(1,100m), rated 00 to 25, 1-15:
1. Springsteen (7) S.J. Moulin 62.5,
2. Tropical Mist (5) M. Naveen 62,
3. Benzema (6) Koshi K 61.5, 4. Es-
tefania (8) Antony 59.5, 5. Loving
Pearl (3) Dhanu S 59, 6. Striking
Eyes (2) G. Vivek 58, 7. Master Of
Courage (4) Arvind K 57.5 and 8.
Superhero (1) Rayan 57.
1. ESTEFANIA, 2. STRIKING EYES,

3. LOVING PEARL

3 YOUNGSTERS PLATE

(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 1-
45: 1. Amazing Rules (13) Sandesh
60, 2. Step To Destiny (1) Faizan
Khan 60, 3. Crimson Flame (2)
S.J. Moulin 58.5, 4. The Grey
Geranium (11) M. Naveen 58, 5.
Magical Bay (12) Akshay K 57.5, 6.
Southernaristocrat (8) Arshad
57.5, 7. The Golden Dream (9) Sai
Kiran 57.5, 8. Selhurst Park (4)
Dhanu S 55, 9. Super Bold (3)
Rayan 53.5, 10. Avicena (5) Neeraj
51.5, 11. Double Scotch (6) R. Gir-
ish 51.5, 12. Empress Bella (10)
Vinod Shinde 51 and 13. Mystical
Air (7) G. Vivek 51.
1. AMAZING RULER, 2. AVICENA, 3.

MAGICAL BAY

4 JUSTICE P. MEDAPA ME-

MORIAL CUP (1,600m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms), 2-15:
1. Amazing Stride (9) Sandesh 56,
2. Mescalito (11) Akshay K 56, 3.
Michiko (8) Arvind K 56, 4. Pur-
suit Of Wealth (6) Darshan 56, 5.
Rock Bank (10) Dhanu S 56, 6.
Storm Shadow (1) Suraj 56, 7. Ver-
razzano (5) Vinod Shinde 56, 8.
Victor Hugo (3) G. Vivek 56, 9.
Westlake (7) Antony 56, 10. Art Of
Romance (2) Sai Kiran 54.5 and
11. Bowen (4) Tousif 54.5.
1. AMAZING STRIDE, 2. VICTOR

HUGO, 3. STORM SHADOW

5 BRIG R.C.R HILL MEMORIAL

CUP (1,200m), rated 40 to 65,
5-y-o & over, 2-45: 1. Maple Leaf
(6) Tousif 60.5, 2. Macron (1)
Arvind K 57.5, 3. Solo Prince (7)
Darshan 56, 4. Indian Blues (5)

Kiran Rai 55, 5. The Perfect
Choice (2) Sai Kiran 53.5, 6.
Southern Force (3) Neeraj 53, 7.
Millbrook (4) Jagadeesh 52 and 8.
Ultimate Striker (8) P. Siddaraju
50.5.
1. MACRON, 2. THE PERFECT

CHOICE, 3. INDIAN BLUES

6 FILLIES CHAMPIONSHIP

STAKES (1,600m), 3-y-o fil-
lies, (Terms), 3-15: 1. Balmoral (2)
Akshay K 56, 2. Del Aviz (7) G.
Vivek 56, 3. Excellent Lass (5)
Suraj 56, 4. Magnetic (8) Sandesh
56, 5. Masaki (6) Sai Kiran 56, 6.
Nyx (3) J. Chinoy 56, 7. Scarlette
Lady (4) Dhanu S 56 and 8. Te-
sorino (1) Antony 56.
1. EXCELLENT LASS, 2. MASAKI, 3.

BALMORAL

7 STEWARDS CUP (1,400m),
rated 60 to 85, 3-45: 1. Philo-

sophy (1) Sandesh 60, 2. Prana (9)
Suraj 59, 3. Ravishing Form (7)
Antony 59, 4. Galahad (4) Akshay
K 58, 5. English Bay (2) Rayan 57,
6. Vivaldo (5) G. Vivek 56, 7. Fond-
ness Of You (6) P. Siddaraju 54.5,
8. Grizzly (3) Sai Kiran 52.5 and 9.
Aralina (8) Neeraj 51.5.
1. GALAHAD, 2. ARALINA, 3.

PRANA

8 COLTS CHAMPIONSHIP

STAKES (1,600m), 3-y-o colts
and geldings, (Terms), 4-15: 1.
African Gold (3) Akshay K 56, 2.
Casteel (4) Suraj 56, 3. Flight On
(2) Sandesh 56, 4. Mandarino (1)
Antony 56, 5. Mansa Musa (5) C.
Umesh 56 and 6. Santissimo (6)

G. Vivek 56.

1. AFRICAN GOLD, 2. SANTISSIMO

9 MARILINGAIAH MEMORIAL

CUP (1,100m), maiden 3-y-o
only, (Terms), 4-45: 1. Defence
Counsel (5) S.K. Paswan 56, 2.
Forever Royal (8) J. Chinoy 56, 3.
Gismo (6) P. Mani 56, 4. Helios
(11) Sandesh 56, 5. Straordinario
(7) Neeraj 56, 6. Thutmose (12)
Darshan 56, 7. Ananya (2) Koshi K
54.5, 8. Days Date (10) B.R. Ku-
mar 54.5, 9. Divine Art (4) Suraj
54.5, 10. Havaska (1) Antony 54.5,
11. Jully (9) Arshad 54.5, 12. Lo-
veisgod (13) Jagadeesh 54.5, 13.
Martino (3) Sai Kiran 54.5 and 14.
Mriga (14) Dhanu S 54.5.

1. DIVINE ART, 2. MARTINO, 3.

HELIOS

10 RICHELIEU PLATE

(1,200m), rated 20 to 45,
5-y-o & over, 5-15: 1. Breeze
Bluster (7) Faizan Khan 62.5, 2.
General Patton (2) Antony 61, 3.
Lauterbrunnen (8) M. Rajesh K
59.5, 4. Altamonte (4) Vivek 58, 5.
Dawn Rising (3) Arshad 54.5, 6.
Debonair (5) Rayan 53, 7. Sling
Shot (1) Koshi K 52.5 and 8. Em-
bosom (6) Shreyas S 52.

1. GENERAL PATTON, 2. DEBON-

AIR, 3. BREEZE BLUSTER

Day’s best: AMAZING RULER

Double: GALAHAD — DIVINE ART

Jkt: 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10; Tr (i): 2, 3
and 4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7; (iii): 8, 9 and
10.

Excellent Lass and African Gold favoured
RACING

Downtown Heroes FC, a
new entrant to the Indian
club football scenario,
picked up its �rst win of
the Durand Cup by down-
ing Indian Air Force team
2-0 in a Group A league
match at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium here on Friday.

Liberian forward Darius
Snorton found the target
once in each half to secure
the win for the Srinagar-
based team, which was
founded in July 2021.

Downtown Heroes,
which lost its opening
match against holder Mo-
hun Bagan Super Giant,
began strongly against the
airmen, who could not do
much on the attacking
front. 

Snorton found the �rst
goal in the 29th minute o�
an assist from his upfront
colleague Aafreen Bashara. 

He secured the win for
Heroes late in the 84th mi-
nute after making the most
of a lapse committed by

the IAF defence.

In another match, Wad-
jied Ryngkhlem’s early
strike helped host Shillong
Lajong beat Nepal’s Trib-
huvan Army FC by a soli-
tary goal in the opening
Group F match at the Jawa-

harlal Nehru Stadium.

The results: Group A:

Downtown Heroes FC 2 (Darius
Snorton 29, 84) bt Indian Air
Force 0.

Group F: Shillong Lajong FC 1
(Wadajied Ryngkhlem 7) bt
Tribhuvan Army FC 0.

Downtown Heroes rides on Snorton’s brace

Hero! Snorton scored once in each half to give the debutant Heroes their first win. DEBASISH BHADURI

DURAND CUP

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA
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T
he name Charles Bannerman may not
ring a bell. Neither would the rele-
vance of a March day at Melbourne,
way back in 1877. But for those invest-

ed in the classicism of Test cricket and for statisti-
cians obsessed with numbers, March 15 of that
year should have a resonance.

On that day, which ushered in cricket’s inaug-
ural Test, Australian opener Bannerman scored
the �rst ever run in the game’s longest format. He
went on to score 165 before retiring hurt and the
host eventually defeated rival England by 45
runs. Since those old days, cricket has grown and
evolved, and also dealt with disruptions like the
two World Wars and the recent COVID-19
pandemic.

Tests and the two limited-overs variants of
ODIs and Twenty20Is presently co-exist, carving
out distinct loyalties and granular commercial
muscle. While results matter as they de�ne the

yardstick for judgement in a team sport, indivi-
dual numbers o�er relevance, trivia and also fuel
obsessive fandom.

Thrill of the chase

Readers of a certain vintage would have main-
tained a scrapbook, jotting down numbers
stacked up by batters and bowlers. In the 1980s,
it may have been a notepad with tables listed for
Sunil Gavaskar, Vivian Richards, Javed Miandad,
David Gower, Allan Border, Gordon Greenidge
and Dilip Vengsarkar, with their individual scores
in a Test noted down diligently, and then it would
boil down to the whole thrill of �nding out who
was heading the batting race.

Gavaskar scaled ‘Mount 10,000’ with that
dainty late cut of Pakistani spinner Ijaz Faqih at
Ahmedabad in 1987. At that time it seemed too
high a peak for anyone to scale again. It was pres-
umed as being akin to Sir Don Bradman’s Test av-
erage of 99.94, a miracle that perhaps will re-
main untouched for eternity.

But cricket always presses forward, building
new forts, moving past old ones, and triggering
debates about di�erent eras. Gavaskar’s world re-
cords, be it 10,122 Test runs or 34 centuries, even-
tually gave way to the modern stars even if it was
his contemporary Border who �rst went past his
Test tally.

Presently the Mumbai legend is placed 13th in
the run-getters’ list and is joint-sixth when it
comes to hundreds. In both wings, a fellow Mum-
baikar, Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar, reigns su-
preme with 15,921 runs and 51 tons. Again Tendul-
kar’s numerical accomplishment is seen as a
bridge too far to cross for batters, who have fol-
lowed his path towards greatness.

Change, the only constant

But then change is a constant and Tendulkar’s re-
cord in ODIs — 49 centuries — had to cede territo-
ry to Virat Kohli’s current tally of 50! But as for
Tests, Tendulkar’s rare�ed heights are seen as too
far up in the stratosphere for mortals to ascend.
Yet, whispers have begun with an incredulous air
about a Yorkshire man perhaps having Tendulkar
in his sights.

At 33, Joe Root is still doing what he does best:
accumulating runs. All this while staying under
the radar, unlike the ‘look at me’ swag of a Kohli,

the ‘ain’t I cute’ aura of a Kane Williamson or the
‘twitch and turn’ hyperactivity of a Steve Smith.
Against the West Indians, Root was among the
runs, including a 122 at Nottingham’s Trent
Bridge.

Importantly, he now has 12,027 runs from 143
Tests, averaging 50.11, and with 32 hundreds to
boot. He is 3,894 runs away from Tendulkar’s
peak and the �ne print says much could change
in the coming years. Limbs may tire, form could
evaporate, desire might wane, but still remember
this, there is a possibility. That could fuel Root’s
hopes, presuming he is thinking about it but not
telling any of us.

The sporting 30s is seen as a senior citizen
zone, when in real life, at that same age, men and
women are still �nding their way, be it careers,
hearts, matrimony or the whole purpose of life.
However, modern �tness and medical standards
and the assistance of support sta� ranging from
physios to nutritionists have aided the greatest of
sportspersons to keep that twilight zone hanging
around for long.

Years ago, there was a time when South Afri-
can Graeme Smith was making waves in his de-
but season. Runs were plundered at will and the
usual ‘Oh, will he chase down Sachin?’ talk did
the rounds. Sport is a combination of a set histo-
ry, a twitchy present and a future abounding with
surprises. Speculation about the new challenger
was rife even when Tendulkar was the reigning
god of the willows, despite Brian Lara, Ricky
Ponting, Rahul Dravid and Jacques Kallis being
his shadows.

There was also a phase when Imran Khan, just
to perhaps inspire Inzamam-ul-Haq, said that the
latter is a better player than Tendulkar. But Smith
was seen as being cut from a di�erent cloth and it
so happened that Tendulkar was training at Ben-
galuru’s Chinnaswamy Stadium.

It was a day with its slivers of sun, pu�s of
clouds and birdsong from Cubbon Park, but the
maestro was in his zen mode, striking the ball
both with care and vigour. Once the nets con-
cluded and the sweat dried, Tendulkar began to
stride towards the pavilion. A few scribes walked
beside him and one television presenter asked
the legend: “So Sachin, what do you think about
Graeme Smith?”

Tendulkar paused, a half-smile creasing his
face, forehead wrinkled in thought, and then
said: “He looks good, is scoring runs but we have
to wait a bit, we have to give him some time”.
This was a man speaking after deep introspection
and never was there a hint of envy.

The dynamics of longevity

He was right too because players making a splash
on debut often tend to struggle in their second
and third seasons, as by then the bowlers have
observed their �aws, which then get lashed with
boiling oil and rough salt in full public glare.
Smith, having retired in 2014, is now 17th on the
list with a tally of 9,265.

Root has dealt with the vagaries of form, sur-
vived various Ashes battles, scored runs all over,
against varying attacks and on diverse surfaces.
He also has seemingly bolted well ahead of
(Steve) Smith, Kohli and Williamson. Devoid of
the pressures of captaincy, which is the preserve
of Ben Stokes, Root can lengthen his career in the
pursuit of runs and triumphs for England.

In the years ahead, there will be tussles with
the Indians and Australians, tough rivals adept at
�ipping pressure. Additionally, Root has to keep
his head clear on the approach he wants to fol-
low. Coach Brendon McCullum’s ‘The horses
should gallop all the time’ instruction may not al-
ways sit easy.

Busy Root is from the obdurate soil of York-
shire that in the past threw up a Geo�rey Boycott,
who used to compete with Gavaskar for batting
glory. It is delicious that decades down the line,
the Yorkshire-Mumbai joust has pitted Root
against Tendulkar’s jaw-dropping Test runs. Ban-
nerman, resting in his grave, would never have
imagined what he has unleashed.

Does Joe Root have the legs
to scale Mount Tendulkar?
Until recently, the Indian legend’s rare�ed heights were seen as too far up in the stratosphere for mortals to

ascend. But a 33-year-old from Yorkshire, thanks to his unfussy progress and the sheer volume of Test cricket

England plays, is within 3,894 runs of the ultimate peak

K.C. Vijaya Kumar Limbs may
tire, form
could
evaporate,
desire
might
wane, but
still
remember
this, there
is a
possibility.
That could
fuel Root’s
hopes
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A
mong the most striking images from
Paris 2024 have been those of the jam-
packed stands at the iconic Roland-
Garros. Seat of the second Major of the

year, the French Open, it is now playing host to
the Olympic tennis event for only the �rst time in
its history.

The jamboree may be because of the star ap-
peal. Five of the ATP’s top-10, including four of
the top-�ve, and eight of the WTA’s top-10 fea-
tured in the draw in Paris.

And there is a special following for a battered
Rafael Nadal willing himself through matches, a
bruised Andy Murray escaping reality and hiding
the timelessness of an athlete’s struggle, and an
ambitious Novak Djokovic looking to add that
one singles gold medal which will make his the
best CV in men’s tennis history.

Stark contrast

This is a far cry from the late 1980s and 1990s
when tennis was reintroduced as a medal sport
(in 1988) after a lengthy hiatus since 1924.
Though the legendary Ste� Graf won the gold at
Seoul 1988 and went on to complete the ‘Golden
Slam’ (winning all four Majors and the Olympic
gold in a single season), Stefan Edberg was the
only notable name among men that year.

Pete Sampras, the best player of the 1990s,
turned up only for Barcelona 1992, and that came
when he had won none of his 14 Major titles. At
Atlanta 1996, only three of the ATP’s top-10 were
present.

Fellow racquet sports, table tennis and bad-
minton, made their debuts as o�cial medal disci-
plines in 1988 and 1992 respectively, and in no
time the Olympic gold became the ultimate ho-
nour in those sports. Tennis, in contrast, gave the
greatest sporting extravaganza in the universe

the cold shoulder. But not anymore. Tennis’
once tenuous relationship with the Olympic
movement has seemingly ceased and the two are
now moving hand in hand. If Naomi Osaka lit the
Olympic �ame at Tokyo 2020, tennis had an out-
sized presence at the opening ceremony in Paris,
with Nadal, Serena Williams and Amelie Maures-
mo all being part of the torch relay.

The United States of America, which has no
dearth of Olympic champions, gave debutant
tennis player and World No. 2 Coco Gau� the
pride of place, bestowing the opportunity to be
the nation’s �ag-bearer alongside basketball le-
gend LeBron James.

Nadal, injured for a good part of the last two
years, skipped Wimbledon to get ready for the
Olympics. Murray could have had a poetic fare-
well at home at Wimbledon, where he won two
of his three Majors, but instead chose the Olym-
pics as the �nish line.

Djokovic, who has a singles bronze from Beij-
ing 2008, braved a surgically repaired knee and a
radical shift in surfaces — from clay to grass to
clay, with the hard courts to follow — to go on a
hunt for the singles gold.

The duality of the sport

Tennis has long been characterised by a certain
duality. Competitors prize themselves for being
‘independent contractors’, de�ned only by their
ranking and not nationality.

Fan support has mirrored this, with allegiance
more to the player than the country. Until Roger
Federer retired, a ticket to his match was the
most important possession. In recent years, the
four Grand Slam tournaments — Australian
Open, French Open, Wimbledon and US Open —
have only grown in popularity and stature des-
pite having a negligible percentage of home-
grown winners.

But the sport has also been a vehicle for na-

tional identity and tribalistic fandom. In the Da-
vis Cup and Billie Jean King Cup (erstwhile Fed
Cup), tennis has two team competitions with de-
cades-long history.

Sampras may have once famously said that
winning Slams and staying No.1 were his priori-
ties and that if he tried to play Davis Cup, “those
other things will be in jeopardy”, but for the
smaller nations, Cup success is the ticket to
worldwide stardom. As Vijay Amritraj has repeat-
edly stressed, wherever he played, even at the
hallowed Wimbledon Centre Court, it was not he
but always “an Indian” who was playing.

What we are seeing now is the shrinking of the
space between these two divergent strands. The
spirit of tennis is no longer torn between being
global and being nationalistic but is comfortable
in the skin of both.

This has been primarily driven by top players’
changed approach towards the Olympic Games.
They increasingly cherish the camaraderie and
the larger purpose of competing for one’s coun-
try rather than just the individual self.

“You can only play a match at the Olympics
once every four years and it’s a di�erent feeling
when you’re wearing the out�t with the national
colours,” Angelique Kerber, a three-time Slam tit-
list, told Vogue. 

It doesn’t seem to matter that the Games o�er
no prize money. Ranking points, which were in-
troduced at Sydney 2000, were removed ahead
of Rio 2016. The Olympics also doesn’t have an
exclusive slot in the calendar. 

A prominent pit stop

Yet, the big stars of the game have made the
Olympics a prominent pit stop, unmindful of the
thousands of air miles to be clocked, geographies
to be traversed and time zones to get adjusted to.

The last four singles gold medallists among
men have been Nadal (Beijing 2008), Murray

(London 2012 and Rio 2016) and Alexander Zve-
rev (Tokyo 2020). Venus Williams won the gold at
Sydney 2000, Justine Henin at Athens 2004 and
Serena Williams at London 2012. Venus and Sere-
na combined to secure back-to-back doubles gold
medals in 2008 and 2012.

Jack Sock, who won the doubles bronze with
Steve Johnson and mixed doubles gold with Beth-
anie Mattek-Sands at Rio 2016, said ahead of To-
kyo 2020 that those two medals would be the
�rst things he would show his kids.

“If you talk to the average person and you say
you won the Madrid 1000, they will look at you
like you’re talking a di�erent language,” the
American opined. “If you say you won a gold me-
dal, they will know exactly what you mean.”

The transformation may also be because of
tennis’ increasing global footprint. Australia,
France, Great Britain and the United States were
the early hegemonic forces and the champion-
ships in these countries form the four most im-
portant events in the calendar. Davis Cup, which
began in 1900, gave players from these nations a
taste of nationalistic �avour, and until 1974, there
wasn’t a Cup winner other than these four.

But the rise of central and eastern Europe, and
Asia and the rest of the Americas, has democra-
tised the scene and given a new dimension to ten-
nis’ relationship with nationalism. Russian Yevge-
ny Kafelnikov winning gold at Sydney 2000,
Chile’s Nicolas Massu at Athens 2004 and Puerto
Rico’s Monica Puig at Rio 2016 were examples of
this. Djokovic, a demigod in Serbia, is desperate
to be the next.

“I had the greatest honour of carrying the Ser-
bian �ag in the opening ceremony [London
2012],” Djokovic told itftennis.com in May. “It’s so
special to be part of the oldest sports event in his-
tory. Winning a gold medal or any medal for my
country is a great wish and desire. It is one of my
greatest priorities and goals.”

Why tennis’ once tenuous relationship
with the Olympics has changed
In earlier eras, many of the sport’s stars viewed themselves as ‘independent contractors’, de�ned by their ranking not their nationality. But

modern players, in part because of tennis’ increasing global footprint, now also cherish the larger purpose of competing for their country

It’s so special
to be part of
the oldest
sports event
in history.
Winning a
gold medal
or any
medal for
my country
is a great
wish and
desire. It is
one of my
greatest
priorities

NOVAK
DJOKOVIC

A NASCAR driver takes the
chequered flag at the recent
Cup Series Brickyard 400 in
Indianapolis.

The iconic chequered flag
signals that a race has o�icially
finished. It is associated with
the race winner, as they are the

first to ‘take it’ i.e. drive past it.
In addition to denoting the

race’s end, the black-and-white
flag also has a safety-facilitating
role: once drivers see the
chequered flag, they are
required to slow down and
return to the paddock or parc
ferme, as per the regulations of
the series.

The chequered flag has no
standard design; both the
number of alternating squares
and the cloth’s proportions vary
from one to another.

The origins of the chequered
flag aren’t clear. It’s believed
that its roots can be traced to
o�icials, or ‘checkers’, who
stationed themselves at critical

points along the course with
flags. Another theory is that the
idea came from an o�icial
wearing a black-and-white suit
at the finish line.

There are also claims that
the chequered flag predates
motor racing, having been used
in races involving horses and
bicycles.
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Chequered past
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It was yet another case of
‘so near yet so far’ for In-
dia. 

At the magni�cent set-
ting of the 17th century In-
valides arena, with the Eif-
fel Tower, the Grand Palais
and the Army Museum
standing as witness, Indian
archers made a bit of histo-
ry by making it to the
mixed team bronze medal
match, but fell short of cor-
nering Olympic glory in Pa-
ris 2024.

Like several much-
talked about fourth-place
�nishes — including le-
gends such as Milkha
Singh, P.T. Usha and Dipa
Karmakar — the one here
involving Ankita Bhakat
and B. Dhiraj, hailing from
Kolkata and Vijayawada
respectively, has the power
to give Indian archery a big
morale-boosting push.

The Indian duo over-
came the absence of Ko-
rean coach Baek Woong Ki
to shoot consistently well
and won two rounds be-
fore losing to powerhouse
Korea and then a more ex-
perienced USA in the
bronze medal duel.

Composure
Ankita and Dhiraj, who
emerged as the best arch-
ers of the country in res-
pective ranking rounds but
performed the worst in
team events, shot with
composure to help �fth-
ranked India beat the 12th
ranked Indonesian duo of
Diananda Choirunisa and
Arif Pangetsu 5-1.

In the quarter�nals, An-
kita-Dhiraj saw o� 13th-
placed Spain, comprising
World Cup stage team gold
medallists Elia Canales and
Pablo Acha 5-3 following a
keen contest.

After taking the �rst set
and sharing honours in the
second, the Indians

dropped their intensity a
shade to see the scores le-
vel at 3-3 before regaining
rhythm to better the Spa-
niards. 

Bright start
They began on a bright
note against Korea before
losing 6-2 in the semi�nals.

It looked like the In-
dians would do the unthin-
kable by beating Asian
Games champion Lim Si-
hyeon and multiple Olym-
pic and Worlds team gold
medallist Kim Woo-jin,
when the Koreans unex-
pectedly began with an 8
and a 9 and allowed Anki-
ta-Dhiraj to claim the �rst
set.

The soon the Koreans
were in their element and
carried on with the mo-
mentum. 

In the bronze medal
playo� against the third-
ranked USA’s Worlds silver
medallist and World No.1
Casey Kaufhold and multi-
ple Olympics and World
championships medallist
Brady Ellison, India put up
a brief �ght before bowing
out 6-2.

Crumbling
The pressure of the big
stage and the hot and win-
dy afternoon played its
part as Ankita crumbled

with two 7s in her opening
attempts. It handed the
USA the set and upper
hand to take a 4-0 lead.

The Indians clawed
back strongly to secure the
third set as USA slipped a
bit due to Casey’s 7 and 8.

Even though Dhiraj
maintained his cool to hit
the yellow zone, two 8s
from Ankita in the �nal set
dashed India’s hopes.

Objective analysis
“We never came inside the
top-four. It’s good for us
that we’re improving since
the last few Olympics. We
performed the same way
as we normally do in the
World Cups,” said Dhiraj,
veiling his emotions and
analysing their perfor-
mance objectively.

“There are the minor
things that we’ve lacked,
we’ll work on them. This
loss is painful, but it will
make us stronger. 

“The Olympic stage is
di�erent. When there’s no
limit (to the pressure).”

Ankita admitted that
she was under pressure.
“As we were moving for-
ward, I was hoping for a
medal. 

“So, I took some pres-
sure. There was some wind
too. I couldn’t control my-
self,” she said.

Ankita and Dhiraj stumble
in the bronze medal clash
after a game �ght
Y.B. Sarangi
PARIS

So close: While Ankita admitted to feeling the pressure, Dhiraj said

they lacked minor things. PTI
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Hubert Kos took Hungary’s first swimming gold in Paris by winning

the men’s 200m backstroke. Working with Michael Phelps’ former

coach Bob Bowman, he came from behind to touch out in one

minute 54.26 seconds, 0.56 ahead of Greek silver medallist Apostolos

Christou. Switzerland’s Roman Mityukov took bronze.

Kos takes the honours in the
men’s 200m backstroke

HUNGARY’S FIRST

AP
X

Kate Douglass of the United States held o� South African favourite

Tatjana Smith to win a thrilling women’s 200m breaststroke final on

Thursday. Smith, the defending champion, established an early lead

but Douglass was impressive at the turns as she finished in a time of

2min 19.24sec. Tes Schouten of the Netherlands took bronze.

Douglass upstages Smith in
women’s 200m breaststroke 

DETHRONED

REUTERS
X

An Australian team spearheaded by Mollie O’Callaghan and Ariarne

Titmus won the women’s 4x200m freestyle relay gold in the

second-fastest time ever. Led o� by O’Callaghan and brought home

by Titmus, with Lani Pallister and Brianna Throssell in the middle

legs, they touched in an Olympic-record 7min, 38.08sec. 

Australia claims 4x200m freestyle
relay with second-fastest time ever

RECORD SWIM

AFP
X

French swimming superstar Leon Marchand won his fourth gold

medal of the Paris Games with an emphatic victory in the men’s

200m individual medley on Friday. Marchand won in 1min 54.06sec,

the second-fastest time in history and an Olympic record, with

Britain’s Duncan Scott taking silver and China’s Wang Shun third.

Marchand wins a fourth gold with
an Olympic record to boot

PHENOM

GETTY IMAGES

S
kipper Harmanpreet
Singh scored a brace
as the Indian men’s

hockey team registered a
3-2 win over Tokyo Games
silver medallist Australia in
its �nal Pool B match.

Already assured of a
quarter�nal berth before
Friday’s encounter, the In-
dians played valiantly and
dominated the proceed-
ings for the major part of
the match to stun the Koo-
kaburras, against whom
they last won in the 1972
Munich Olympics.

India delivered a power-
packed performance, play-
ing attacking hockey from
the beginning, and defend-
ing well throughout.

Abhishek (12th), skipper
Harmanpreet (13th, 32nd)
scored for India while Tom
Craig (25th) and Blake Gov-
ers (55) found the target for
Australia.

With this win, India will
most likely �nish its pool
engagements in the second
position with 10 points, be-
hind table-topper Belgium
(12). 

India stunned Australia
by taking the lead through
Abhishek. Lalit attempted
a shot which was saved by
Andrew Charter. Abhishek
got the ball on the re-
bound, turned, and ham-
mered it past the rival
goalkeeper.

A minute later, India got

a penalty corner when the
ball touched the foot of
Jake Harvie, and Harman-
preet beat Charter’s de-
fence with a �erce ground-
ed �ick.

Australia got its third pe-
nalty corner in the 25th mi-
nute. 

It was a poor injection
from skipper Aran Zalew-
ski but it somehow turned
into a goal as the Kooka-
burras recovered quickly
to pass it to an unmarked
Craig at the second post,
who de�ected the ball in.

India earned a third pe-
nalty corner when Man-
preet Singh was tackled by
an Australian defender.
Harmanpreet’s goalmouth
strike was obstructed by

Flynn Ogilvie which India
reviewed. The referral re-
sulted in a penalty stroke
and the India skipper
made no mistake in con-
verting the chance.

In the 53rd minute, Abh-
ishek scored another �ne
goal after he was fed by
Mandeep but the goal was
ruled out for a stick check.

Five minutes from the �-
nal hooter, Govers scored
his seventh goal from a pe-
nalty stroke to reduce the
margin.

Thereafter, the Indian
defence stood tall to regis-
ter a famous win.

The result: India 3 (Abhishek 12,
Harmanpreet 13, 32) bt Australia
2 (Craig 25, Govers 55).

The team notches up its �rst victory over the Kookaburras at the Olympics since the 1972 Munich Games; skipper

Harmanpreet continues his good form, scoring twice in the match while Abhishek nets for the second game running

Impressive India edges past
nemesis Australia in a thriller

Press Trust of India
PARIS

On the ball: Abhishek drew first blood for the second consecutive game, drilling home a rebound in the 12th minute. GETTY IMAGES

A look at some of the Indian

performances on Friday:

Archery: Mixed Team: Bronze
medal match: Ankita & Dhiraj lost
to Kaufhold & Ellison (USA) 2-6;
Semifinal: lost to Lim & Kim (Kor)
2-6; Quarterfinal: bt Canales &
Acha (ESP) 5-3; 1/8 elimination: bt
Choirunisa & Pangestu (Ina) 5-1.

Athletics: Women’s 5000m (round
1): Ankita (20th in heat 1) and Parul
(14th in heat 2), DNQ for final;
Men’s shot put: Tajinderpal (29th
overall), DNQ for final.

Badminton: Men (quarterfinal):
Lakshya bt Chou (Tpe) 19-21,

21-15, 21-12.

Golf: Men's Individual Stroke Play
(round 2): Shubhankar (T25),
Gaganjeet (T52).

Judo: Women: +78kg (elimination
round-of-32): Tulika lost to Ortiz
(Cub) 0-10.

Hockey: Men: bt Australia 3-2.

Rowing: Men’s Single Sculls:
Balraj (fifth in final D, 23rd overall).

Sailing: Women’s Dinghy: Nethra
(11th overall after three races); 

Men's Dinghy: Vishnu Saravanan
(22nd overall after four races).

Shooting: 25m Pistol: 2. Manu
(qualifies for final), 18. Esha, DNQ.

THE INDIA SHOW

Indian shooter Manu Bhak-
er kept herself on track for
a hat-trick of Olympic me-
dals, coming up with one
of her most memorable
performances in her favou-
rite event, the 25m sports
pistol, as she booked a
place in the �nal in second
spot here on Friday.

The 22-year-old, who
has already made history
by becoming the �rst In-
dian athlete to win two
bronze medals in one edi-
tion of the quadrennial
showpiece, can add to her
haul if she wins a third me-
dal on Saturday, something
which is well within her
grasp after her command-
ing performance in the
quali�cation round.

Manu, who continued to
dominate the event and re-
mained among the top
three almost throughout
the quali�cation phase of
‘precision‘ and ‘rapid’
rounds, aggregated 590 to
be placed second behind
Hungary’s Veronika Major
who equalled the Olympic
record with a score of 592.

Marked improvement
Manu, who has seen a
marked improvement in
her shooting after partner-
ing with legendary shoo-
ter-turned-coach Jaspal Ra-
na, has won the 10m
women’s air pistol bronze
and 10m air pistol mixed
team bronze pairing up
with Sarabjot Singh.

She was in impregnable
form in the sports pistol
quali�cation rounds, �ring

294 in the gruelling ‘preci-
sion’ round with scores of
97, 98 and 99.

The ‘rapid round’
brought out the best in her

as she shot a perfect 100,
followed by two 98s for an
aggregate of 296.

India’s upcoming shoo-
ter and multiple Hangzhou

Asian Games medallist
Esha Singh faltered, aggre-
gating 581 (291 in precision
and 290 in rapid) to �nish
18th among 40 shooters

and falling well short of the
eight-shooter �nal.

The abysmal Indian per-
formance in shotgun conti-
nued with skeet marksman
Anantjeet Singh Naruka
placed at 26th position
with a score of 68 after day
1 of quali�cation.

The men’s and women’s
trap shooters have already
�nished their assignments
without making an impres-
sion. 

Naruka �red three
rounds of 25 each, which
fetched him 23, 22 and 23.
Legendary Vincent Han-
cock of the USA had three
perfect rounds of 25 each
and was leading the 28-
shooter �eld.

Two more quali�cation
rounds will take place on
Saturday before the six �-
nalists are shortlisted. 

Manu quali�es for the �nal in 25m sports pistol 
Press Trust of India
CHATEAUROUX

Eyeing a third: Manu, who has already made history, has a realistic opportunity to add to her haul.

GETTY IMAGES

A look at some Indians who will

compete on Saturday (all IST):

Archery: Women's Individual (1/8
elimination): Deepika vs Kroppen
(Ger), 1.50 p.m.; Bhajan vs
Choirunisa (Ina), 2.05 p.m.

Golf: Men’s Individual Stroke Play:
Round 3 (Shubhankar, Gaganjeet),
12.30 p.m.

Sailing: Women's Dinghy
(Nethra), 3.35 p.m.; Men's Dinghy
(Vishnu Saravanan) 3.50 p.m.

Shooting: Skeet: Men's
qualification - Day 2 (Anantjeet),
12.30 p.m.; Women's qualification
- Day 1 (Raiza, Maheshwari), 12.30
p.m.; 25m pistol: Women's final:
Manu (1 p.m.).

INDIANS IN ACTION
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Ivan Litvinovich, a Belarusian competing as an
individual neutral athlete, bounced his way to
the men’s gold medal in trampoline on Friday to
successfully defend his title from the Tokyo
Games. Litvinovich became the �rst gymnast to
win multiple Olympic gold medals in the sport,
beating silver medallist China’s Wang Zisai by
more than a point. Wang’s compatriot Yan
Langyu took bronze. Earlier, Great Britain’s
Bryony Page claimed gold in the women’s event
for her third Olympic medal-winning
appearance. Viyaleta Bardzilouskaya, a
Belarusian competing as an individual neutral
athlete, clinched silver, while Canada’s Sophiane
Methot took bronze. The 33-year-old Page had
long been on a quest for gold, having won the
silver at the 2016 Rio Games and bronze at the
Tokyo Olympics.

Litvinovich and Page bounce
to gold in trampoline

INBRIEF
�

Hubert Kos (Hun): Men’s 200m Backstroke

Kate Douglass (USA): Women’s 200m Breaststroke

Australia (Mollie O’Callaghan, Ariarne Titmus, Lani Pal-

lister, Brianna Throssell): Women’s 4x200m Freestyle Relay

Cameron McEvoy (Aus): Men’s 50m freestyle

Kaylee McKeown (Aus): Women’s 200m backstroke

Leon Marchand (Fra): Men’s 200m individual medley

USA: Women’s Foil Team

Spain (Diego Botin & Florian Trettel): Men’s Ski�

Netherlands (Odile van Aanholt & Annette Duetz): Wo-

men’s Ski�

Chiara Leone (Sui): Women’s 50m Rifle 3 Position

China (Wang Zongyuan & Long Daoyi): Men’s Synchro-

nised 3m Springboard

Croatia (Valent Sinkovic & Martin Sinkovic): Rowing

Men’s Pair

Netherlands (Ymkje Clevering & Veronique Meester):

Rowing Women’s Pair

Ireland (Paul O’Donovan & Fintan McCarthy): LWT Men’s

Double Sculls

Great Britain (Imogen Grant & Emily Craig): LWT Wo-

men’s Double Sculls

Spain (Diego Botin & Florian Trettel): Sailing men’s ski� 

Netherlands (Odile van Aanholt & Annette Duetz): Sail-

ing women’s ski�

Great Britain (Ben Maher, Harry Charles, Scott Brash):

Equestrian Men’s team jumping 

Bryony Page (GBr): Women’s trampoline 

Ivan Litvinovich (AIN): Men’s trampoline

China (Zheng Si Wei & Huang Ya Qiong): Badminton

Mixed Doubles

Korea (Lim Sihyeon and Kim Woojin): Archery Mixed

Team

Beatriz Souza (Bra): Judo women’s +78kg

Teddy Riner (Fra): Judo men’s +100kg

GOLDIES

�

Slovakian swimmer Tamara Potocka collapsed
poolside on Friday morning after a qualifying
heat of the women’s 200m individual medley.
Potocka collapsed as she got out of the water and
almost immediately was surrounded by a
half-dozen medical attendants who put her on a
stretcher after about a minute and carried her o�
the pool deck. Potocka �nished seventh in her
heat in a time of 2 minutes, 14.20 seconds. 

Slovakian swimmer Potocka
collapses after her heats

T
here’s a tattoo
down Lakshya
Sen’s neck that

reads, “The sky is the
limit”.

Whether or not he gets
there, at least an Olympic
quarter�nal isn’t the limit
of his potential. No Indian
men’s singles badminton
player had ever reached
the �nal-four at the Olym-
pics before Lakshya
crashed through the door
and made history at the
Arena Porte de La Cha-
pelle. 

The path to history
wasn’t easy, with the 22-
year-old from Almora hav-
ing to overcoming a one-
game de�cit and push his
defensive skills to the abso-
lute limit to get the better
of Taiwan’s Chou Tien
Chen 19-21, 21-15, 21-12.

“It feels good to become

the �rst Indian male to
reach the Olympic semi�-
nals. I’m happy. But I am
also very tired. I need to
rest before my next
match,” he said. 

Lakshya came into the
match on the back of tre-
mendous momentum, hav-

ing beaten All England and
Asian champion Jonatan
Christie and then compa-
triot H.S. Prannoy. 

But he was far from the
favourite against Chou, a
34-year-old veteran who al-
so had a 3-1 advantage
against the Indian. The

�rst game saw Chou trying
to surprise Lakshya by va-
rying his pace and pulling
out disguised trick shots to
wrong foot the Indian.

Both both players tried
to take control of the net,
and although Lakshya had
a single point lead at 18-17,

the Taiwanese stuck to his
tactics. Although Lakshya
was scurrying around, he
was putting in the work
that would pay o� late in
the contest.

The �rst game might
have been done but Chou
knew he hadn’t yet won.
Every match the two have
played has been a physical
one. This was no excep-
tion. There was a moment
in the second game, ho-
wever, when Chou felt he
had broken the Indian. 

The two were locked 7-7
when, after a breathtaking
rally that had it all — defen-
sive shots piled on jump
smashes paired with diving
retrieves, shuttles catching
the net cord and bobbling
over and drop smashes —
Chou hit a drive over
Lakshya and found the
backline of the court.

Although Lakshya chal-
lenged the call, there was
no review on the big
screen. The umpire,
though, had seen the result
on her private monitor and
given the point to Chou.
Although the Indian com-
plained, there was nothing
to do but play on. 

From the coaches seat,
former All England cham-
pion Prakash Padukone —
at whose academy Lakshya
trains — got up and yelled,
“Josh dikhao (show ener-

gy), josh dikhao.”
Lakshya was near break-

ing point, Chou hit a smash
winner and shrieked as if
he had actually won. But
he hadn’t yet. Lakshya
soaked up all the pressure
he was under and turned it
around.

Resilient
At 11-11, it was Lakshya’s
turn to break the match,
winning a point he
shouldn’t have. Complete-
ly wrong footed, he back-
tracked and hit a no-look
retrieve back at Chou that
forced an error.

As the match drew on, it
was the 12-year younger In-
dian who seemed fresher.
The match continued to be
punctuated with fast,
sharp, �at exchanges.

The errors in Chou’s
game became a �ood as
Lakshya extended his lead.
He took the game and from
then on, while Chou game-
ly tried to hold on, the In-
dian pulled ahead steadily.

“Lakshya was too fast
today,” Chou would admit
after the match.

Just as his tattoo says,
Lakshya may have pulled
through but he is already
looking even further.

“I’m going to rest for a
bit and then I’m going to
start preparing for my next
match,” he said.

The Indian loses the �rst game to Chen before winning the next two; the 22-year-old becomes the �rst Indian male shuttler to enter the last four

Lakshya storms into the semi�nals

Jonathan Selvaraj
PARIS

Proving his mettle: Lakshya was on top of his game in a high-octane clash against Chen. AP 

The record books will
show that Afghanistan’s Ki-
mia Youso� ran the slowest
time in her preliminary
round of the women’s
100m competition at the
Paris 2024 Olympics. Com-
peting in her third Olym-
pics — Rio de Janeiro and
Tokyo — Youso� �nished
with a time of 13.42 se-
conds, slower than the
13.29 three years ago. Most
athletes would be disap-
pointed at this point, with
years of struggle and hard
work culminating in a less-
than-impressive �nish.

But for Youso�, this race
is just the beginning. As
the competition con-
cludes, she removes the
bib pinned to the back of
her jersey, turns it around,
eager to show the camera

what is written on the oth-
er side. It’s important that
people see it.

“Education, Sport, our
right,” it reads.

Each of the runners in
the preliminary rounds has
their own story. Faiqa Riaz,
from Pakistan, is partici-
pating in her �rst interna-
tional competition. She’s
never run in a stadium as
big and �lled with as many

people as the Stade de
France. 

Iakopo Filomenaleonisa
of Samoa, a former body-
builder, has made a multi-
day trip to Paris and set a
national record (12.78). Re-
gine Tugade-Watson of
Guam is a former USA Na-
val Academy member.
Each athlete is pursuing
personal yet signi�cant
goals. Youso� has her own
story, too. But she’s not
running just for that. “Of
course, the Olympic
Games is a big dream for
every athlete. I’ve run at
the Tokyo Olympics and
the Rio Olympics. But in
them, I was running just
for myself. But now I’m
here for Afghanistan’s
girls,” she says.

“I was in Kabul when
the Taliban came. I wanted
to stay because I felt I was
from this country. My peo-

ple needed me. But a lot of
people told me they
couldn’t guarantee my sa-
fety. I was a woman with a
public face because I’d car-
ried the �ag of Afghanistan
just a few days before. I
had to �ee,” Youso� adds.

Youso� is determined to
�ght for all Afghan women.
“I had to choose between
competing as a refugee or
an Afghan. I was born not
in Afghanistan but in Iran
(her parents had �ed to
that country back in 1996
when she was born). So,
when I opened my eyes for
the �rst time, it was as a re-
fugee. But I am an Afghan.
I will always represent my
women and people.

“I have a message for Af-
ghan girls. Look for oppor-
tunities, and then use
them. Don’t give up. Don’t
let others make your deci-
sions for you,” she says.

Afghan sprinter Yousou� tells girls not
to let others make decisions for them

Kimia Yousofi.

Jonathan Selvaraj
PARIS

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and the
International Boxing Asso-
ciation (IBA) have tried to
justify their own stands fol-
lowing the unwanted epi-
sode of Italian woman box-
er Angela Carini
withdrawing from her
66kg pre-quarter�nal bout
with Imane Khelif after 46
seconds amid accusations
of the Algerian being a “bi-
ological male.”

The incident triggered
international outrage and
forced the IOC to issue a
statement and defend the
inclusion of Khelif.

The IBA, which has
been suspended by the IOC
for several irregularities,
has advocated safety of the
athletes and stood by its
decision to disqualify the
Algerian midway through
the 2023 World champion-
ships in New Delhi.

The IOC, which con-
ducted boxing competi-
tions in the Tokyo Olym-
pics through its Boxing
Unit and is now doing the
same here, said, “Every
person has the right to
practise sport without dis-
crimination. 

“All athletes participat-
ing in the boxing tourna-
ment of the Olympic
Games Paris 2024 comply
with the competition’s elig-
ibility and entry regula-
tions, as well as all applica-
ble medical regulations set
by the Paris 2024 Boxing
Unit (PBU). 

“As with previous Olym-
pic boxing competitions,
the gender and age of the
athletes are based on their
passport.”

It said these rules were
applied during the qualify-
ing events too.

The IOC stood �rmly
with Imane and the Taiwa-
nese boxer Lin Yu-ting, say-
ing the IBA decision to dis-
qualify them was arbitrary.

“The two athletes have
been competing in interna-
tional boxing competitions
for many years in the wo-
men’s category, including
Tokyo 2020, IBA World
Championships and IBA-
sanctioned tournaments.

“The current aggression
against these two athletes
is based entirely on this ar-
bitrary decision, which
was taken without any
proper procedure.”

The IBA, meanwhile,
rea�rmed its position.
“IBA remains committed
to ensuring competitive
fairness in all of our events,
we absolutely condemn
the inconsistencies in eligi-
bility to compete in the
boxing competition held in
Paris 2024. 

“To reiterate, both
Imane Khelif and Lin Yu-
ting post testing, did not
meet the required eligibili-
ty criteria to compete with-
in the female category of
our respective events.

“The disquali�cation
was based on two trust-
worthy tests conducted on
both athletes in two inde-
pendent laboratories (in Is-
tanbul in 2022 and New
Delhi in 2023).”

IBA pointed out that
during the tests Lin and
Imane ‘did not undergo a
testosterone examination’
but were subject to a sepa-
rate and recognized test.
This test conclusively indi-
cated that both athletes did
not meet the required elig-
ibility criteria and were
found to have competitive
advantages over other fe-
male competitors.

IBA said its decision to
disqualify both is legally
binding as Lin didn’t ap-
peal to the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport (CAS) and
Imane “withdrew the
appeal.”

IOC and IBA justify
their stands over
boxer’s gender issue

Y.B. Sarangi
PARIS

A �red-up Novak Djokovic
on Friday reached his �rst
Olympic Games �nal,
where he will face Carlos
Alcaraz in a dream gold
medal showdown.

The top-seeded Serb,
seeking an elusive Olympic
title to sit along his 24
Grand Slam crowns, de-
feated Lorenzo Musetti
6-4, 6-2 in a tense semi�nal
at Roland Garros.

Earlier, Spain’s Alcaraz
powered into the �nal with
a brutal 6-1, 6-1 thrashing of
overwhelmed Canadian
Felix Auger-Aliassime.

The 21-year-old is bid-
ding to add the Olympic
gold to the French Open
and Wimbledon titles he
won recently and was in
devastating form on Court
Philippe Chatrier.

“I played at a very high
level from the beginning to
the end,” said Alcaraz, who
was sharper than in his
quarter�nal win against
Tommy Paul. 

“One of my objectives at

the beginning of the year
was to win a gold medal
and now we have this one
match to try to get it and I
am going to have fun.” 

Swiatek claims bronze
Iga Swiatek earned the
consolation of a bronze
medal as she outclassed
Slovakia’s Anna Karolina
Schmiedlova 6-2, 6-1. By
doing so, she became the
�rst Polish player to win an
Olympic medal in tennis.

Meanwhile on Thurs-
day, Donna Vekic became
Croatia’s �rst-ever Olympic

singles �nalist when she
thrashed Schmiedlova 6-4,
6-0. 

Andy Murray's illus-
trious career came to an
end as he and Dan Evans
were beaten 6-2, 6-4 by the
American pair Taylor Fritz
and Tommy Paul in the
men’s doubles
quarter�nals.

The former World No. 1
and three-time Grand Slam
champion had won the
Olympics singles in 2012
and 2016 and also claimed
a mixed doubles silver me-
dal in 2012.

Djokovic sets up a dream
summit clash with Alcaraz
Agencies
PARIS 

Ruthless: Alcaraz dismantled Auger-Aliassime in quick time.
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GOING FOR GOLD

�

Teddy Riner became the
�rst judoka to win four
Olympic gold medals after
the Frenchman defeated
South Korea’s Kim Min-
jong in the heavyweight �-
nal on Friday.

The 35-year-old is just
the second three-time indi-
vidual Olympic gold me-
dallist in judo history, emu-
lating Japan’s Tadahiro
Nomura, who won in 1996,
2000 and 2004. Riner had
won gold in the mixed
team event in Tokyo.

Riner wins a
record fourth
judo gold

Riner. AFP

Agence France-Presse
PARIS
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I
f Sri Lanka squan-
dered games from
winning positions in

the three-match T20I se-
ries, it was India’s turn to
make a mess of a relatively
simple chase as the two
sides played out a sensa-
tional tied encounter in the
�rst ODI at the R. Premada-
sa Stadium here on Friday.

Chasing 231, the visitor
needed just �ve runs o�
the last three overs with
two wickets in hand. And
when Shivam Dube (25)
punched Charith Asalanka
(three for 30) to the cover
boundary o� the third ball
of the 48th, the game
seemed done and dusted.
But the Lankan skipper did
not throw in the towel and
managed to trap Dube and
Arshdeep Singh leg-before
o� consecutive deliveries
to salvage pride for his
team.

On a tricky pitch that of-
fered considerable assis-
tance to the spinners, the
Men in Blue got o� to a
�yer but lost their way as
the Sri Lankan tweakers
kept their side in the hunt,
picking wickets at regular
intervals.

Skipper Rohit Sharma
(58, 47b, 7x4, 3x6) set the
tone for the chase when he
belted out some of his clas-
sics — e�ortless pulls, �icks
and cuts — and sent the Sri
Lankan pacers on a leather
hunt in the PowerPlay. He
did not hold back against
the spinners either, cutting
Dunith Wellalage for two
boundaries and sweeping
o�-spinner Akila Danan-

jaya for a four and six over
square-leg to bring up his
half-century o� just 33
balls.

However, left-arm spin-
ner Wellalage (two for 39)
gave his side an opening
when he removed openers

Shubman Gill and Rohit in
successive overs. From 75
for no loss, India slumped
to 87 for three when Da-

nanjaya had Washington
Sundar leg-before. 

Wanindu Hasaranga
(three for 58) then got the
big scalp of Virat Kohli,
trapped plumb in front,
trying to play o� the back
foot. In the next over,
Asitha Fernando castled
Shreyas Iyer to leave India
tottering at 132 for �ve. 

K.L. Rahul (31) and Axar
Patel (33) stitched a 57-run
partnership for the sixth
wicket to get the innings
back on track. 

Just when things looked
in control, Hasaranga re-
moved Rahul when he
skied to short midwicket,
while Asalanka had Axar
caught behind. Dube al-
most saw India home, hit-
ting two sixes, but failed to
�nish the job.

Earlier, half-centuries
from opener Pathum Nis-
sanka (56) and later Wellal-
age (67 n.o) helped the
host post 230 for eight af-
ter opting to bat. Nissanka,
who topped the run charts
in the T20 series, carried
his good form and looked
positive in his approach.
The 26-year-old played
eye-catching shots o� the
front and backfoot against
the quicks.

As was the case during
the T20Is, Nissanka lacked
support from the middle-
order once the spinners
took over and the home
team looked in trouble at
101 for �ve. Fortunately for
Sri Lanka, Wellalage rose
to the occasion and played
a composed knock, stitch-
ing three vital partnerships
with the lower-order to
help his side reach a �ght-
ing total. It was not enough
to win, but it helped avoid
an 11th straight defeat to In-
dia across formats.

The home team scores 230 for eight, thanks to half-centuries from Nissanka and Wellalage; Rohit’s men, going strong at 80 for one, lose their way; Hasaranga and Asalanka �nish with three-fors

INDIA IN LANKA

Spinners rule the day as Sri Lanka-India share honours 

S. Dipak Ragav
COLOMBO

Clutch performance: Wellalage followed up his unbeaten half-century with a two-wicket haul. AFP

SRI LANKA

Pathum Nissanka lbw b
Washington 56 (75b, 9x4),
Avishka Fernando c Arshdeep b
Siraj 1 (7b), Kusal Mendis lbw b
Dube 14 (31b, 1x4), Sadeera
Samarawickrama c Gill b Axar 8
(18b), Charith Asalanka c Rohit b
Kuldeep 14 (21b, 2x4), Janith
Liyanage c Rohit b Axar 20 (26b,

1x4, 1x6), Dunith Wellalage (not
out) 67 (65b, 7x4, 2x6), Wanindu
Hasaranga c Axar b Arshdeep 24
(35b, 1x4, 2x6), Akila Dananjaya c
Washington b Arshdeep 17 (21b,

2x4), Mohamed Shiraz (not out) 1
(1b); Extras (lb-2, w-6): 8; Total
(for eight wkts. in 50 overs): 230.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-7 (Avishka, 2.3 overs), 2-46
(Kusal Mendis, 13.1), 3-60
(Samarawickrama, 18.3), 4-91

(Asalanka, 23.5), 5-101 (Nissanka,
26.3) , 6-142 (Liyanage, 34.2),
7-178 (Hasaranga, 42.6), 8-224
(Dananjaya, 49.3).

INDIA BOWLING

Siraj 8-2-36-1, Arshdeep 8-0-47-2,
Axar 10-0-33-2, Dube 4-0-19-1,
Kuldeep 10-0-33-1, Washington
9-1-46-1, Gill 1-0-14-0.

INDIA

Rohit Sharma lbw b Wellalage 58
(47b, 7x4, 3x6), Shubman Gill c
Kusal Mendis b Wellalage 16 (35b,

2x4), Virat Kohli lbw b Hasaranga
24 (32b, 2x4), Washington Sundar
lbw b Dananjaya 5 (4b, 1x4),
Shreyas Iyer b Asitha 23 (23b,

4x4), K.L. Rahul c Wellalage b
Hasaranga 31 (43b, 2x4), Axar
Patel c Kusal Mendis b Asalanka
33 (57b, 2x4, 1x6), Shivam Dube
lbw b Asalanka 25 (24b, 1x4, 2x6),

Kuldeep Yadav b Hasaranga 2
(10b), Mohammed Siraj (not out)
5 (11b), Arshdeep Singh lbw b
Asalanka 0 (1b); Extras (lb-4, w-4):
8; Total (in 47.5 overs): 230.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-75 (Gill, 12.4), 2-80 (Rohit, 14.2),
3-87 (Washington, 15.4), 4-130
(Kohli, 23.1), 5-132 (Shreyas,
24.2), 6-189 (Rahul, 39.4), 7-197
(Axar, 40.5), 8-211 (Kuldeep, 44.3),
9-230 (Dube, 47.4).

SRI LANKA BOWLING

Asitha 6-1-34-1, Shiraz 4-0-25-0,
Wellalage 9-1-39-2, Dananjaya
10-0-40-1, Hasaranga 10-0-58-3,
Asalanka 8.5-0-30-3.

Toss: Sri Lanka; PoM: Wellalage.

Match tied.

Second ODI: August 4,
Colombo, 2.30 p.m. IST.

SCOREBOARD

�
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Coach Carlo Ancelotti has said that he considers
Real Madrid to be his �nal club. He expressed
that he is currently not interested in coaching a
national team because he would miss his
favourite aspect of the job — working daily with
players and sta�. While speaking on John
Obi-Mikel’s podcast, Ancelotti said, “My idea is
that Real Madrid will be my last club. At the
moment I am not excited about coaching a
national team because I would miss what I like
most, the day-to-day work with the players and
sta�.”

Carlo Ancelotti: “Real Madrid
will be my �nal club”

INBRIEF
�

S
imone Biles, with
two Paris Olympics
gold medals and

counting, has cemented
her legacy as the greatest
gymnast of all time — an
athlete who transcends her
sport in both triumph and
defeat.

The diminutive dynamo
dazzled at the 2016 Rio
Games, winning gold in all-
around, vault, �oor exer-
cise and team events.

She arrived at the pan-
demic-delayed Tokyo
Olympics with superstar
billing and history in her
sights, but withdrew from

most of events as she strug-
gled with the disorienting
and “petrifying” mental
block that gymnasts call
the “twisties”.

Hailed by many as a
trailblazer for athletes’
mental health but criti-
cised by a few as a quitter,
Biles has returned from a

two-year hiatus, at the age
of 27, as good as or even
better than ever.

She has laid the ghosts
of Tokyo to rest, leading

the United States to a re-
sounding team gold in Pa-
ris and following up by be-
coming, at 27, the oldest
woman since 1952 to win
Olympic all-around gold.

Biles shook o� a disas-
trous uneven bars routine
that had her trailing at the
halfway point to edge Bra-
zilian Rebeca Andrade for
all-around gold on Thurs-
day. She is the third woman
to capture more than one
Olympic all-around title
and the �rst to do so in
non-consecutive Olympics.

Biles now has six Olym-
pic gold medals and nine
medals in total. Her tally of
world and Olympic medals
is an incredible 39 — 29 of
them gold.

The American, who
started that cache with her

�rst all-around world title
in 2013, when she was just
16, remains a must-see sen-
sation. 

Her competitions at Ber-
cy Arena have drawn stars
from Hollywood and billio-
naire entrepreneurs as well
as legions of young girls
thrilled to see their idol

On Thursday, Biles sug-
gested the glamorous tur-
nout was a celebration of
an Olympics freed of the
Covid restrictions that
made Tokyo a sterile a�air.

More than seven million
Instagram followers basked
in the fairytale photos of Bi-
les’s wedding to NFL player
Jonathan Owens, who re-
ceived special dispensation
from the Chicago Bears to
miss a few days of training
camp to watch her in Paris.

Biles is back — maybe even better than ever

Jaw-dropping: Biles has a tally of 39 world and Olympic medals, with 29 of them gold. AP

The American gymnast leads the United States to a team gold; at 27, becomes the oldest woman in 72 years to win an Olympic all-around gold

OLYMPICS

Agence France-Presse

PARIS

Olympics 2024: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & JioCinema, 11 a.m.
onwards

Football: Durand Cup, Sony Sports Ten 2 (SD & HD) & LIV, 3.30
& 7 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

Yet another T20 League
was added to the Indian
cricket calendar with the
DDCA launching the Delhi
Premier League here on
Friday featuring both
men’s and women’s teams,
promising the likes of Rish-
abh Pant and Ishant Shar-
ma headlining the compe-
tition. 

The Delhi & District
Cricket Association also
unveiled the franchise for
the six-team men’s compe-
tition with the top-four bid-
ders also getting owner-
ship for the women’s

teams. The winner’s purse
has been kept at ₹1 crore
and the players divided in-
to four groups for the draft
with the salary for a mar-
quee player in the top-tier
Group A capped at ₹10
lakh.

The franchise auction,
held last Sunday, had seen
the six teams sold for a
cumulative ₹49.65 crore.
The six franchise include
South Delhi Superstars
(Real Force Resources Pvt
Ltd, ₹8.95cr), East Delhi
Riders (Areion Finserve
Pvt. Ltd, ₹8.3cr), Central
Delhi Kings (Utech Deve-
lopers Pvt. Ltd, ₹8.25cr),
North Delhi Strikers (Gup-
ta Jee Tent Services Pvt.
Ltd, ₹8.15cr), West Delhi
Lions (Brew Force Limited,

₹8cr) and Purani Dilli 6
(SISL Infotech Pvt. Ltd,
₹8cr), with the �rst four al-
so owning the women’s
teams.

The league will be
chaired by league commis-
sioner and retired IAS o�c-
er Bimal Julka and held

from August 17-September
8 at the Arun Jaitley Stadi-
um with a total of 40
matches — 33 men’s and se-
ven women’s. 

Virender Sehwag was
named the brand ambassa-
dor for the inaugural sea-
son 

Aryavir will be one of the
270 players in the draft that
also has under-19 and 23
players, said it was a good
opportunity. 

“The league will be a
fantastic opportunity to
those players who work
hard in the nets but don’t
get a chance in any major
tournament. We didn’t get
this type of opportunity in
my younger days,” said
Sehwag. 

“Now my son is playing,
I am glad he will be getting
those opportunities. Delhi
has always been close to
my heart, and I believe this
league will provide a fan-
tastic platform for young
and talented cricketers
from the region to shine,”
he added.

While Pant’s availability
will be subject to national
team commitments, DDCA
president Rohan Jaitley
promised the other big
names including Navdeep
Saini, Harshit Rana and Ay-
ush Badoni will be featur-
ing in the competition. The
tournament trophy and
team jerseys were also un-
veiled at the event. 

“We are proud to show-
case the unique identities
of each team and the spirit
of competition they bring
to the league. This event is
a celebration of Delhi’s rich
cricketing heritage and a
glimpse into the bright fu-
ture we envision for the
sport in our region,” Jaitley
said.

Sehwag, whose son

Rishabh Pant, Ishant Sharma to headline Delhi Premier League

Sports Bureau

NEW DELHI

CRICKET

New start: Virender Sehwag and Rohan Jaitley, president DDCA,

during the inauguration of DPL. PTI
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