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Arescuerconsolesamanwholosthishomeinthe landslideatChooralmala inWayanaddistrictofKerala,Wednesday.AP

Hoursbeforehiskilling,Hamaschief IsmailHaniyeh(centre),
andPalestinianIslamic Jihad’sZiadNakhaleh,metIran’s
SupremeLeaderAyatollahAliKhamenei(right)Tuesday.AP

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

Hamas chief killed
in Tehran, Iran vows
revenge on Israel

NIDALAL-MUGHRABI
&PARISAHAFEZI
CAIRO,DUBAI, JULY31

HAMASLEADER IsmailHaniyeh
was assassinated in the Iranian
capital Tehran early on
Wednesdaymorning, an attack
that drew threats of revenge on
Israelandfuelledfurtherconcern

thattheconflictinGazawasturn-
ingintoawiderMiddleEastwar.
ThePalestinian Islamistmil-

itant group and Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards con-
firmedHaniyeh'sdeath.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

HaniyehwasinTehranforinauguralof
President;GadkarirepresentedIndia

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

ANEW software developed by
theAll IndiaInstituteofMedical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, can ex-
tend specialised diabetes care
consultationtotheremotestpri-
maryhealthcarecentre (PHC).
All that a local-level health-

care professional needs to do is
feedpatient data on risk factors
like blood pressure, cholesterol
and blood sugar into the soft-
ware, which can then process
the information to suggest the
kindoftreatmentandmedicines
needed.
Anine-year-longrandomised

controltrial,conductedonmore
than 1,100 patients from10pri-
vate and public hospitals,
demonstrated themodel’s effi-
ciencyaspatientswereabletore-
ducetheirdiabetes-relatedcom-
plications when they followed
theprotocol it recommended.
“Thestudywasconducted in

low andmiddle-income coun-
triesincludingIndiaandPakistan.
Thissoftwareissuitablefortreat-
ingpatientswithdiabetes,blood
pressureandhighcholesterol.We
wereabletoreduceseriouscom-
plicationsofdiabetessuchaskid-
ney,eyeandnervoussystemsby
32 per cent,” said Dr Nikhil
Tandon, Head, Department of

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JULY31

OVER75 campswith personnel
of the SpecialOperationsGroup
(SOG) in forest areas; regular
training for Village Defence
Committees (VDCs)with tradi-
tionalaswellassemi-automatic
weapons; and an increased de-
ployment of BSF personnel on
theborderwithaspecialfocuson
tunnels— these are someof the
keypoints of a security plan the
Centrehasprepared for Jammu,

The IndianExpresshas learnt.
In the wake of an uptick in

terror attacks in the region, in-
cludingmany that inflicted ca-
sualtiesonsecurity forces,mul-
tiple meetings were held by
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
andseniorministryofficialswith
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, J&KLieutenantGovernor
ManojSinha,andseniorofficials
fromtheArmyandCRPF.
According to a source, ques-

tioning of those suspected to
haveprovidedlogisticstoterror-
ists suggests a group of 30-40

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SHAJUPHILIP
MEPPADI, JULY31

CLOSETO48hoursintothedev-
astating landslide that tore
through the hills of Wayanad
district early Tuesdaymorning,
Mundakkai, GroundZero of the
tragedy,isaghostvillage—many
of its inhabitants are dead, oth-
ers remain missing and those
whosurvivedweretakenoutaf-
teranarduous rescuemission.
According to the state gov-

ernment’s control room that’s
monitoringtherescueoperation,
by Wednesday evening, the
death toll from the landslides
stood at 174while around 170
peoplewerereportedmissingas
central and state agencies
worked alongside local volun-
teers to carry out search, rescue
and relief operations. Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said1,592peoplehavebeenres-
cuedsince the landslideshit.
But it’sMundakkai, a village

in the lap of theWestern Ghats
thatposedthebiggestchallenge
totherescuers.Oncedottedwith
resorts, homestays and coffee
plantations, the entire village,
part of theMeppadi panchayat,
had been turned inside out as
the torrent of mud and water
washed away everything in its
path — hundreds of houses,

CONTINUEDONPAGE13

In devastated villages, ambulances
bring the dead, funeral prayers on
SHAJUPHILIP
MEPPADI, JULY31

OVER 24 hours since massive
landslides struck the hills of
Meppadi panchayat in Kerala’s
Wayanad district, the torrent of
mud andwater has receded to
bare scenes of devastation —
mass burials and relief shelters
withpeoplewhohavenohomes

togoback to.
At the hillock burial ground

oftheJumaMasjidinWayanad’s
Meppadi, funeral prayers have
been ringing out ceaselessly
since Tuesday. Here, around 50
volunteers drawn from various
mahallu committeeshavebeen
digginggraves,preparingtofind
a restingplace for theunending
stream of bodies brought in by
ambulances.

The landslides that swept
through several villages of
Wayanad early Tuesdaymorn-
ingleftat least174dead.Mostof
thevictimsatthisburialground
are from Mundakkai and
Chooralmala, two villages in
Meppadi panchayat, where en-
tire families and even neigh-
bourhoodshavebeenwipedoff.
According to Juma Masjid
CONTINUEDONPAGE13

9-year trial
later, AIIMS
software to
take diabetes
care to PHCs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE DIRECTORATE General of
GST Intelligence (DGGI) has
slappedaRs32,403-crorenotice
onInfosysforservicesavailedby
the company from its overseas
branchesoverafive-yearperiod
starting2017.
Bengaluru-basedInfosys,ina

stockexchangefilingWednesday,

called themissive from the tax
department a “pre-showcause”
noticeandsaiditbelievestheGST
isnot applicableontheexpenses
incontention.
The IT company said the

KarnatakaStateGSTauthorities
have issued a pre-show cause
notice for payment of GST of Rs
32,403 crore for the period July
2017toMarch2022towardsthe
expenses incurred by overseas
branchofficesof InfosysLimited,

andaddedthatithasresponded
to thepre-showcausenotice.
“...the Company has also re-

ceived a pre-show cause notice
fromtheDirectorGeneralofGST
Intelligenceonthesamematter
and the Company is in the
process of responding to the
same,” the filing stated. The
company believes that as per
regulations, GST is not applica-
bleonsuchexpenses.

CONTINUEDONPAGE13

Why this will rattle the
region and worry Delhi
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Infosys slapped with Rs 32,403 cr GST
demand notice, says it has paid all dues

DEATHTOLL INWAYANADCLIMBSTO174

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, JULY31

A BUS ride from the Olympic
VillagetotheTableTennisArena
takes 45 minutes. And for an
Indianboxer,travellingononeof
thehottestdaysof theGamesin
a non-air-conditioned coach, it
felt likea “journey tohell”.
“There was a small vent for

ventilation but you couldn’t

openthewindowsandhence, it
was very suffocating. I was
sweating even before I entered
the arena,” the athlete, request-
ing anonymity, said. “It was

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Athleteshavecomplainedabout living inthetinyGames
Villageroomswithoutair-conditioners.Reuters

Why Olympians are losing sleep — heat,
not enough food, theft, transport woes
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SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

INDIA WOKE up to the
news of Hamas leader
IsmailHaniyeh’s assassi-
nation in Iran,marking a
definingmoment in the
ongoing Israel-Hamaswar since
theOctober7,2023attacks.

Until Wednesday evening,
NewDelhi had not issued a re-
sponse. On Tuesday, Union

MinisterNitinGadkariwas
in Tehran to attend the
inaugurationofthe newly-
elected Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian —
HaniyehwasalsoinTehran

for the ceremony. What does
CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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cooler outside than inside the
bus.” She isn’t theonlyonecom-
plainingandheatisjustoneofthe
woes expressedby the elite ath-
leteswhohaveconvergedherefor
theGamescostingcloseto$9bil-
lion. Besides the transport head-
ache,Olympians in Paris are los-
ingsleepduetoemptystomachs
or concerns about their belong-
ings.AJapaneserugbyplayerhas
lost his wedding ring. An
Australiancoachcomplainedofa
stolencreditcard.TheAmericans
havemocked the crampedbed-
rooms. SouthKorean swimmers
checkedoutafterjustoneday,cit-
ingtransportationissues.Andthe
Indiansfeelthefoodisinadequate
andrationed—TeamGreatBritain
flewintheirownchef.
Forthousandsofathletes, the

sprawling Olympic Village is a
“home”. But they arenot feeling
athome.“Fromsleepingtobusto
food… I don’t think there’s any
athleteIhavespokenwith(who)
is satisfied,” India’s top-ranked
singlestennisplayerSumitNagal
said. Badminton doubles star
Chirag Shetty admitted that he
“wouldn’t say it was the best”.

BoxerAmitPanghalhasbeenor-
deringdalandrotifordinnerfrom
anearby Indianrestaurant. Two-
time Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu,aftersecuringherspot in
theknockoutroundsWednesday,
said the fanworked for her the
night before, the hottest of the
Olympicssofar,butwasn’tsureif
otherscouldsleepwell.
Toreducethecarbonfootprint,

ParisOlympicsorganisersdecided
todoawaywithair conditioning
insideathletes’rooms.Maybe,the
noblegreenthoughtdidn’tfactor
intheheatwavethathitParis,re-
sulting in sweaty Olympians
crampedinpokeyquarters.
Earlierthisweek,USA’stennis

sensationCocoGauffgaveherfol-
lowers on TikTok a glimpse into
the rooms where she and her
teammatesarestaying.Thevideo
hadscreamingsoundeffectswith
acaptionthatread:“10girls, two
bathrooms”.AnIndiantableten-
nis player said the “cardboard”
beds are so uncomfortable that
they faced trouble “sleeping
peacefully” for the first coupleof
nights.“Butthatissomethingwe
stillgotusedto.Therealproblem
isat thedininghall,whereeither
there isn’t enough foodor, if it is
available, thequeue is very, very
long,”thepaddleradded.
Supplyissueshavemarredthe

football-field-sizeddiningarea—
the3,500-seaterhallfeedsaround
15,000peopleandhasbeenserv-
ingupto40,000mealsperday—
sincethefirstday.
Shuttler Tanisha Crasto said

the day therewas rajma on the
menu,“itgotoverevenbeforewe
could reach”. And the containers
werenotrefilled.Vegetarianitems
aren’ttheonlyonesthatarebeing
rationed—eggsandgrilledmeats,
too,havebeeninshortsupply,ac-
cording to leading French sports
newspaperL’Equipe.

AnofficialwiththeIndiancon-
tingentsaidtheissuewasflagged
with the organisers andnormal
servicewasslowlyresuming.“We
have advised our athletes to be
careful in ordering fromoutside
sincewecan’tbesureofthequal-
ity.InsidetheVillage,atleastqual-
itywon’t be compromised,” said
theofficial.
TheIndiancontingent,mean-

while,isbracingitselfforotheris-
sueswhich“canbeunderitscon-
trol”.Ontopofthatlististransport.
Team India has kept one sta-

tionwagon,aminiSUV,twomini-
vans and four other vehicles on
standbytoferryathletesfromthe
Village to the Games venues,
which are spread all over Paris.
“Everynight,welookatthesched-
ule for the next day and assign
thesevehiclestoeachathletewho
issettocompete.Thisisaback-up,
justincasethebusisrunninglate,”
said the official, adding that this
advanced planning came in
handyforthebadmintonplayers
andequestrianteammembers.
Indianathleteshavealsobeen

askedtousesafetyvaults intheir
roomstostorevaluablesafter in-
cidentsofrobberywerereported.
According to the Japan Times, a
Rugby Sevens player from the
country filed apolice complaint
fortheftofaweddingring,aneck-
laceandcashfromhisroom.The
estimatedvaluewas3,000euros.
Le Parisien reported that an
Australian hockey team coach
filedapolicecomplaintregarding
thetheftofabankcard.Itsaidthe
individualwas contacted byhis
bankfora“suspicioustransaction”
of1,500Australiandollars.
Nagal said he wasn’t im-

pressed with the Village as a
whole.“Thisisthebiggesttourna-
mentintheworldforeverysport.
Ithinktheycouldhavedoneabet-
terjob,”hesaid.

militants fromPakistan, belong-
ing to the Jaish-e-Mohammed,
have infiltrated into Jammuand
arehidingintheforestsofKathua,
Doda, Udhampur, Kishtwar and
Samba.
“Most of the people ap-

proachedbythemarelocalcattle
traders.Theytakedowntheirde-
tailsandgivethemRs500-1,000,
and ask for enough food to be
packed for seven days,” said a
source.
TheJammuregionshares485

kilometres of the border with
Pakistan,interspersedwithdense
forestsandmountainousterrain.
Accordingtosources,strategic

pointshavebeenidentifiedtoset
upSOGcamps,wherepersonnel
will be deployed from the local
police,CRPFandArmy.“Theywill
conductdailypatrollingtolookfor
terrorists,”asourcesaid.
Significantly, it has also been

decidedtorestartregulartraining
forVDCs inusingweapons such
as the traditional .303 rifles and
semi-automatic SLRs. “It also
cametolightthatterroristsareus-

ingthepersonalhotspotconnec-
tions of villagers tomake VoIP
(voiceoverinternetprotocol)calls
to their handlers in Pakistan.
Efforts will bemade to spread
awarenessamongvillagersnotto
share their internet hotspot or
WiFipasswordwithanystranger.
Punitive actionwill be taken if
theydo,”saidasource.
Recently, the Centre also or-

dered the extraction of twoBSF
battalions,comprisingmorethan
2,000personnel, fromOdisha to
beefupsecurityintheJammure-
gion.
“The decisionwas taken to

strengthenthedeploymentinthe
border areas, specifically around
tunnelstopreventinfiltration.The
troopsof these twounits are ex-
pectedtobebasedinSambaand
near the Jammu-Punjabborder,”
asourcesaid.
The BSF guards more than

2,289 kilometres of the
InternationalBoundarythatruns
along Jammu, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Gujarat in India’s western
flank. The Jammuarea is vulner-
able to cross-border tunnels and
its dense forests andmountain-
ous terrain make it an ideal
groundforterroriststolaunchat-
tacksagainstciviliansandsecurity
forces.
OnTuesday,UnionMinisterof

StateforHomeAffairsNityanand
Rai told the Lok Sabha that the
Centrehas apolicy of zero toler-
ance against terrorism. “The ap-
proach of the government is to
dismantle the terror ecosystem.
Security measures are being
strengthenedtosustainpeaceand
stability in J&K. The strategies
adoptedandactiontakenforcon-
tainingacts of terror incidents in
JammuandKashmir include ef-
fective,continuousandsustained
actionsagainstterroristsandsup-
port structures; dismantling of
terror ecosystemusingwhole of
government approach; crack-
downon terror finance such as
seizure/attachmentofproperties
belonging to terrorists and their
associatesunderrelevantsection
of the law; andbanning of anti-
nationalorganisations,”hesaid.
Raialsosaidpreventiveoper-

ations involve identifying the
strategic supporters of terrorism
andinitiatinginvestigationstoex-
pose theirmechanismsof aiding
and abetting terrorism.He said
thata“multi-prongedstrategyto
prevent infiltration” is being fol-
lowed, including “enhancement
of counter insurgency grid, spe-
cial focus onmodernisation and
strengtheningof security equip-
ment, intensified cordon and
search operations to effectively
dealwithchallengesposedbyter-
roristorganisations,sharingofin-
telligence inputs on a real-time
basisamongallsecurityforcesop-
erating in JammuandKashmir,
andday andnight areadomina-
tion”.
“Fourteen civilians killed, 14

security personnel killed, 24 en-
counter/counter-terror opera-
tions, and11terror initiated inci-
dentshavebeenreportedthisyear
till July21,”hesaid.

TheGuardssaid it tookplace
hoursafterheattendedaswear-
ing-in ceremony for Iran's new
President.
Iranianmedia said Haniyeh

was staying at “a special resi-
dence” for war veterans in the
north of Tehran.NourNews, an
outlet affiliated with Iran’s
Supreme National Security
Council, said his residencewas
hitbyan“airborneprojectile”.
Although the attack was

widely assumed to have been
carried out by Israel, Prime
Minister BenjaminNetanyahu’s
governmentmade no claim of
responsibility and said itwould
makenocommentonthekilling.
Haniyeh, normally based in

Qatar, had been the face of
Hamas’sinternationaldiplomacy
as thewar setoff by theHamas-
ledattackon IsraelonOctober7
raged inGaza. Hehadbeen tak-
ing part in internationally-bro-
kered indirect talks on reaching
aceasefire in thePalestinianen-
clave.
The assassination occurred

less than 24 hours after Israel
claimed to have killed
Hezbollah’smostseniormilitary
commanderintheLebanesecap-
ital Beirut in retaliation for a
deadlyrocketstrikeintheIsraeli-
occupied Golan Heights. Two
Lebanese security sources con-
firmed lateronWednesday that
thebodyofHezbollahoperations
chiefFuadShukrhadbeenfound
in rubble left by an airstrike in
Beirut’s southernsuburbs.
Thelatesteventsappeartoset

back chances of any imminent
ceasefireagreementinthenearly
10-month-oldwar in Gaza be-
tweenIsraelandtheIran-backed
Hamas.
Hamas’armedwingsaidina

statement thatHaniyeh'skilling
would“takethebattletonewdi-
mensionsandhavemajorreper-
cussions”. Vowing to retaliate,
Iran declared three days of na-
tionalmourningandsaidtheUS
bears responsibility because of
itssupport for Israel.
Iran's Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
Israel hadprovided thegrounds
for“harshpunishmentforitself”
and it was Tehran’s duty to

avengeHaniyeh’s death. Iranian
forceshavealreadymadestrikes
directly on Israel earlier in the
Gazawar.
In Jerusalem, an Israeli gov-

ernmentspokespersondeclined
to comment on the killing of
Haniyehbutsaidthecountrywas
on high alert for any Iranian re-
taliation. Spokesperson David
Mencertoldabriefingwithjour-
naliststhatIsraelwascommitted
to Gaza ceasefire negotiations
andsecuringthereleaseofIsraeli
hostagesheldbyPalestinianmil-
itants inGaza.
USSecretaryof StateAntony

Blinken,ataneventinSingapore,
sidestepped a question on
Haniyeh'skilling,sayingacease-
firedealinGazawaskeytoavoid-
ingwiderregionalescalation.He
toldChannelNewsAsia that the
US had neither been aware of,
nor involved in, thekilling.
IsraeliDefenceMinisterYoav

GallantsaidIsraelwasnottrying
to escalate thewarbutwaspre-
paredforall scenarios.
Qatar, which has been bro-

keringtalksaimedathaltingthe
fighting in Gaza along with
Egypt, condemned Haniyeh’s
killingasadangerousescalation
of the conflict. “Political assassi-
nationsandcontinuedtargeting
of civilians in Gazawhile talks
continueleadsustoask,howcan
mediation succeed when one
partyassassinatesthenegotiator
on other side,” PrimeMinister
Sheikh Mohammed bin
AbdulrahmanAlThanisaidonX.
Egypt said it showeda lackof

political will on Israel’s part to
calmtensions.China,Russia,Tur-
keyandIraqalsocondemnedit.
Iran’s top security bodymet

to decide strategy in reaction to
thekilling,asourcewithknowl-
edgeof thesituationsaid.
Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas condemned
the killing and Palestinian fac-
tionsintheIsraeli-occupiedWest
Bankcalledforastrikeandmass
demonstrations.
InIsrael,themoodwasbuoy-

ant as Israelis welcomedwhat
theysawasamajorachievement
in the war against Hamas.
Residents in besieged Gaza
feared Haniyeh’s deathwould

prolongthefightingthathasdev-
astatedtheenclave.“Whataloss.
We lost one of our very own,”
said Gaza resident Fatima Al
Saati. Another neighbour,
Hachem Al-Saati, said: “This
newsisscary.Wefeelthathewas
likea father tous.”
Haniyeh’smostlikelysucces-

sor is Khaled Meshaal, his
deputy-in-exile who lives in
Qatar, analysts andHamas offi-
cialssaid.UnderMeshaal,Hamas
emergedasanevermoreimpor-
tant player in theMiddle East
conflictduetohischarisma,pop-
ularityandregionalstanding,an-
alystssaid.
Meshaal narrowly survived

an attempt on his life in Jordan
orderedbyNetanyahuin1997.
Appointed to the topHamas

job in 2017, Haniyehmoved be-
tweenTurkeyandQatar’scapital
Doha, escaping the travel curbs
of the blockadedGaza Strip and
enablinghimtoactasanegotia-
tor in the truce talksor to talk to
Hamas'allyIran.Threeofhissons
werekilled in an Israeli airstrike
inApril.
His deputy Saleh Al-Arouri

was killed in January by Israel,
leaving Yehya Al-Sinwar, the
Hamas chief inGazaand thear-
chitectoftheOctober7attackon
Israel,andZaherJabarin,thehead
of thegroupintheWestBank, in
placebut inhiding.
That assault by Hamas-led

fighters killed about 1,200 peo-
pleinsouthernIsraelicommuni-
ties and some 250 peoplewere
takentoGazaashostages, Israeli
tallies say. In response, Israel
launchedagroundandairoffen-
sive in the coastal enclave that
haskilledmorethan39,400peo-
ple, accordingtoGazahealthof-
ficials, and leftmore than2mil-
lionfacingahumanitariancrisis.
Noendappearstobeinsight

forIsrael'scampaignthereasthe
ceasefire talks falter. The risk of
adeepeningwarbetweenIsrael
and the Lebanese group
Hezbollah has also grown since
the strike in the Golan Heights
thatkilled12childreninaDruze
village on Saturday and Israel's
killingofHezbollahcommander
Shukr.

REUTERS

Hamas chief killed in Tehran
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this assassinationmean for the
region, theworldan India?
First, this is themost high-

profile blowtoHamas since the
October 7 attacks, inwhich the
Palestinian outfit killed at least
1,200 Israeli civilians andmili-
tary personnel, and took about
250 hostages. Since then, the
Israelimilitaryhasbeenpound-
ingGazawithairstrikesandcar-
ried out ground operations, go-
ing after the Hamas leaders, in
whichmorethan40,000people
have been killed. So, from the
Israelipointofview,this isama-
jorvictoryforitsmissiontoneu-
traliseHamas—a stated objec-
tive behind launching the
OperationSwordsof Iron.
Second,Hamasviewsthisas

a major provocation since
Haniyehwas theheadof itspo-
liticalbureau,basedinQatar.He
was the public face of Hamas,
andwas negotiating the terms
of the hostage deal and the
ceasefire,whileYahyaSinwar is
its military leader, responsible
for theOctober7attacks.
In a statement, Hamas

mournedthedeathofHaniyeh,
who it said was killed in “a
treacherous Zionist raid on his

residence in Tehran” after at-
tending the swearing-in cere-
mony of the new Iranian
President. This is certain to
angerHamasanditsbenefactor,
Iran.
Hamas official Sami Abu

Zuhri told Reuters that the as-
sassination of Haniyeh in Iran
wasagraveescalation.
Third,thevenueofHaniyeh’s

assassination isanother impor-
tant element. The fact that the
targeted strike took place in
Tehran will be seen as a major
escalatory move. Haniyeh had
alsomet Iran’s SupremeLeader
AyatollahKhamenei.
TheHamas leader,whowas

living inQatar,gavehimimmu-
nity there. But, bykillinghim in
Iran, it seems, Israel hasmadea
move to signal that the group's
leadersarenotsafeinIranianse-
curity. In April this year, Israel
had targeted Iran in the first di-
rect-assault, after Iranhad con-
ducted strikes on Israel — its
missiles were intercepted by
Israelanditsallies intheregion.
Thereafter, the temperature
cooled somewhat, but this as-
sassination has the potential to
prompt another round of

strikes.
Fourth, within Iran and

Hamas, therewill be now calls
for avenging the death of
Haniyeh, and that is certain to
put pressure on the newly-
electedPezeshkian,who is con-
sidered a moderate, and may
findhimself inatightspot tore-
spond.
Pezeshkian’s own election

campaignwas to start negotia-
tions with the West for eco-
nomic reasons — Iran has been
facingtheheatofWesternsanc-
tions,andhewouldhavehoped
for a restart to the dialogue
process with Europe, to begin
with.
With the assassination of

Haniyeh,Pezeshkianwillbeun-
derpressure fromthe IRGCand
thehardliners in the Iranianes-
tablishment to respond inkind.
Pezeshkian’s first few days

and weeks will be a test of his
skillsasapolitician,negotiating
with the Supreme Leader on
howto respond to the crisis.
Fifth, thisassassinationgives

a lifeline to Israel’s Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Hehasbeenfacingquestionson
his leadership, and his political

survival has been at stakewith
pressureonhimtofinallystrike
the hostage deal with Hamas,
beingbrokeredbytheUS,Egypt
andQatar amongothers.
The assassination will have

the potential to upend all such
efforts for the timebeing, and it
is expected to prolong thewar
in Gaza for some more time.
This will mean that Netanyahu
can stayuntil thewar is over.
Sixth, theUSelectionsareat

a pivotal stage, with Vice
PresidentKamalaHarris looking
toshapetheDemocratic field—
by being anointed as the
Democratic Presidential candi-
date and picking the Vice
Presidential nominee — in the
next coupleofweeks.
She has signalled that she

will be tougher on Netanyahu
on the Israeli response and the
war in Gaza, as she is focussed
ontheyoungerDemocraticvot-
ers,andthisaddsalayerofcom-
plication.
Harris, who has been per-

ceivedasmorevocalonthewar
in Gaza as compared to
President Joe Biden, will now
have to think about how to re-
spondincasethereisescalation

in the region.
Seventh, thewider region is

a tinderbox, because if there is
an escalation by Iran and
Hamas, itwill impact theentire
region. Qatar, Turkey, Yemen’s
Houthis have already con-
demned the assassination, and
top regional players like Saudi
Arabia, UAE are watching the
events closely.
After more than nine

months of war inGaza, this is a
defining moment — after the
development in April when
therewas a risk of escalation—
when the region might get
drawn intoabroader conflict.
Eighth, India is still process-

ing thedevelopments, as South
Block ismindfulof thesensitiv-
itiesofaresponse.While itdoes
not have any positive senti-
mentsabouttheHamasleaders,
itwillbecareful in its framing—
since it involves a targeted as-
sassinationona foreign soil.
The immediate Indian con-

cernwillbethepeaceandstabil-
ity in the regionwhich is home
toabout9million Indians living
andworkingintheregion,apart
from the region supplying al-
mosttwo-thirdofcrudetoIndia.

●Why Hamas chief’s killing will rattle the region and worry Delhi

● Weapons to VDCs, 75 forest camps
Endocrinology andMetabolism
at AIIMS, and one of the key in-
vestigators who did the ran-
domisedcontrolledtrialwiththe
Clinical Decision Support
Software(CDSS).
Besides,patientsontheCDSS

protocol were nearly twice as
likely to achieve andmaintain
target levels for blood sugar,
bloodpressureandLDL-choles-
terol compared to regular pa-
tients.
Given its efficacy, this tool

couldbecomeakeycomponent
ofpublichealthmanagementof
diabetes which, according to a
study by the Indian Council of
MedicalResearch(ICMR),hasaf-
fected101millionpeople.That’s
why the team of researchers
have also suggested integrating
it with the electronic health
recordofpatientsintheNational
ProgrammeforNCDs(non-com-
municable diseases) run by the
Government.
“Integrating the software

into the patient portal will sig-
nificantly benefit the impact of
the national programme. For
this,wehavealso initiated talks
withtheofficialsconcerned,”Dr
Tandonsaid.
Thesoftwarecouldbean in-

tegralpartof treatmentasthere
are many shortcomings in the
diagnosis, treatment andman-
agementofdiabetesinthecoun-
try. “Fifty per cent of people are
notawareoftheirdisease,50per
cent of them do not take treat-
ment. Those on treatment stop
takingthemedicinemidway.At
a clinic, the doctorwastes time
findingoutaboutpatienthistory,
often suggesting more tests.
Sometimes patients do not get
therightadviceinremoteparts,”
hesaid.
For the last nine years, Dr

Tandon and fellow researchers
have been working on CDSS,
whichfollowsdatapromptsand
cansuggestthekindoftreatment
a patient requires if their blood
sugar, blood pressure or choles-
terol levels cross a certain level,
the medicines to be taken for
theirconditionanddosage.Soin
placeswhereatraineddiabetol-
ogistoranendocrinologistisnot
available, physicians can take
supportofCDSSpromptsandad-
visetreatmenttoapatient.
The CDSS has been devel-

oped as part of a study, con-
ducted by the Center for
CardiovascularRiskReductionin
South Asia study trial (CARRS),
which went on from January
2011 through September 2019.
The researchers in the team in-
cluded doctors from AIIMS,
Centre for Chronic Disease
Control and the Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI)
amongothers.
Initially, the studywas done

for two-and-half yearswithnot
justpatientsofdiabetesbutalso
patientswhoneeded to control
theirbloodpressureandcholes-
terol. “The interventionshowed
that we could control multiple
riskfactorsbymorethan200per
centusingourmethodology,”Dr
Tandonsaid.

Howdoes the
softwarework?
The AIIMS team developed

thesoftwareonarule-basedal-
gorithmbasedonacompilation
of 2,000-2,500 patient scenar-
ios, symptoms and treatment
options. So these advisories are
basedonmathematical scenar-
ios, which do not include infor-
mationabout lifestylechanges.
“Itcanprovidearecommen-

dation for therapy which is

basedonevidence-basedguide-
lines. If the variables were re-
stricted to what is fed in the
computer, this would perform
verywellbuttherearevariables
whichcannotbeput intotheal-
gorithmsuchaslifestyle-related
changes. Therefore, the doctor
mayalsoadapttheadvicebased
on the variables related to a pa-
tient’s lifestyleandother condi-
tions,”DrTandonsaid.
“Suppose a patient is taking

two pills for diabetes but the
sugarlevelisstillabovewhatthe
doctors want it to be, the CDSS
canadviseaddingorsubtracting
a dose of medicine. However, it
cannot ascertain the emotional
andmental stress or changes a
patienthasbeenthroughwhich
can affect their disease. It’s the
doctorwhowilldecidehowthe
treatment has to bemodified,”
hesaid.
The software can be oper-

ated by anyonewith computer
proficiency,whocanuploadde-
tailsof thepatient’s test results,
the comparative score of blood
pressure and blood pressure
andprevioustreatment. “Apart
from treatment advisories, it
can even assess if the patient
needs to increase or decrease
dosage of his current medica-
tion,” he said.
Theonlyhumancomponent

in software management is a
care coordinator, who can be a
simplecomputeroperator.“The
othercomponentispoweredby
technology in the form of an
electronichealthrecordsystem,
whichwillkeepall theinforma-
tionofadiabetespatientontheir
tests, reports, past treatment or
lack of it. An integrated clinical
decision support system analy-
ses these inputsbeforesuggest-
inganadvisory,”hesaid.

● AIIMS software to take diabetes care to PHCs

● Why Olympians are losing sleep — heat, not enough food
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PRAGYNESH
NEWDELHI, JULY31

POLITICIANS, OFFICIALS and
coachingcentreheadsarrivedat
the students’ protest site in Old
Rajinder NagarWednesday —
thefourthstraightdayof thestir
overthedeathsofthreeUPSCas-
pirantsatRau’sIASStudyCircle’s
floodedbasement—withprom-
ises toaddress their issues.
MCD Additional Commiss-

ionerTariqThomasadmitted to
lapses by the administration in
preventing the tragedy. “We
have structural issues like you
said and they need to be ad-
dressedinasystematicway,that
ismysolution,”hesaid.
“I am accepting it’s a failure

forallofusandmepersonally... I
amopenlysayingthisshouldn’t
have happened,” he said in re-
sponse toastudent’sgrievance.
Around5pm,Delhi’s educa-

tionminister Atishi came to the
spot.Amidstcriesof‘Goback’and
‘Delhi Sarkar Haye Haye’ by one
section of the crowd,while an-
other tried to ask everyone to sit

andhearherout,Atishistartedjot-
tingdowndemandsof students.
These included a grievance re-
dressal committee; compensa-
tionofRs1croreeachfromRau’s
for the family of the deceased;
CCTV footage and other details
fromthenightoftheincidentbe-
ingmadepublic;andalawtoreg-
ulatecoachingcentrefees.
Atishi then said: “I’ve taken

noteofyourdemands...Allcoach-
ing centres inMukherjeeNagar,
RajinderNagarandLaxmiNagar
willbeinspected.Moneywillbeal-
locatedfromMLA’sfundtosetup
librariesinOldRajinderNagar.No
official,eventhemostpowerfulof
IASofficers,wouldbespared.”
“A grievance redressal board

willbesetupby12pmThursday
inOldRajinderNagarwhich ad-
dressesallcomplaintsofstudents
related towater, electricity... The
Delhicoachinginstituteandallied
businesseslawwouldbebrought
whichwilladdress issuesof rent,
fees, andother servicesprovided
tostudents.Apanelof10students
selectedbyall of youwouldhelp
draftthislaw,”sheadded.
Earlierintheday,VinayKumar,

founderofcoachingcentreInsight
IAS,cametothespot.“I’vebrought
chequesworthRs1.5lakh,asmall
contributionfrommyside,forthe
familyofthedeceased,”hesaid.
Whenasked if his own insti-

tute has a fire NOC, he told The
IndianExpressevery rule is com-
plied with by his centres:
“Whatever rules andcertificates
weareobligedtohave,wedo.”
The protesters were also

joined by Jaya Prada, former
RajyaSabhaMP.Initially,shewas
metwith slogans asking her to
go back. But the crowd later re-
lented,allowinghertojointhem.
“Iamnothereasapolitician.Iam
here as a mother. Those who
dieddeserve justice...,” shesaid.
However, protesters did not

appear satisfiedwithwhatwas
promised.“Differentcommittees
are beingmade. The L-Gmade
one committee... She (Atishi) is
makingonecommitteewithas-
pirants. But there isnoclarityon
when these promiseswould be
fulfilled. Themeetingwith the
MCD commissioner also didn't
lead to anywritten assurances,”
saidAdeshSharma,23,astudent.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

AWOMANandhersondrowned
in a drain in East Delhi’sMayur
Vihar Phase 3 amid the heavy
rain that lashed the Capital
Wednesdayevening. Police said
the twowere returning home
when the boy, Priyansh, slipped
intoanopendrainwhichwasnot
visible due to the surrounding
area being completely water-
logged. Tanuja fell insidewhile
tryingtorescueherson.
Following the downpour,

Education Minister Atishi an-
nounced that all schools, gov-
ernment and private, will re-
main closed Thursday. At the
DelhiAirport,10flightsweredi-
verted—eighttoJaipurandtwo
toLucknow.
The rain left roads sub-

merged, with commuters bat-
tling knee-deepwater and traf-
fic snarls that lasted hours. Old
RajinderNagar,wheretheflood-
ing of a coaching centre’s base-
ment resulted in the deaths of
three UPSC aspirants days ago,
was waterlogged. Area MLA
DurgeshPathakwasseenstand-
inginwaist-deepwater,attempt-
ingtocleartheinundatedstretch.
Despite the rain, students
protesting against the deaths
continuedtheirdemonstration.
TheareainfrontofKarolBagh

Metro Station was also sub-
merged in knee-deepwater; so
wasthepopularConnaughtPlace
wherewaterenteredtheparking
areaandafewshops. “TheNDMC
area,whichpaysthehighesttaxes
in the city, is struggling because
of lackofdesiltingbyauthorities.
No lesson has been learnt from
pastyears...Waterisenteringour
shops...Wearesittingonaticking
time bomb,” said Amit Gupta,
presidentoftheConnaughtPlace
Traders’Association.
Waterlogging choked traffic

in key areas such as ITO,Minto
Bridge, Pul Prahladpur Railway
Underpass, MB Road, Dhaula
Kuan, Mathura Road, Sarita
Vihar Metro Station, the car-
riageway fromMoolchand to-
wards Chirag Dilli, areas of
Jangpura, Gaffar Market, Sadar
Bazar,AnuvratMarg.
The PWD received 30 com-

plaints related towaterlogging,
mostlyfromEastDelhi—Yamuna
Vihar, LaxmiNagar, Preet Vihar
amongothers. TheMCD,mean-
while, received four complaints.
“We have not received many
complaintsyet,butweareantic-
ipatingthatmorewillbefiledby
earlymorning,” anMCDofficial

said.Workisontoremovewater
fromroads,saidofficials.
L-GVKSaxenaurgedofficials

to stay vigilant during theheavy
rainfall. “Apart from ensuring
minimuminconveniencetopeo-
pleingeneral,theyareadvisedto
specificallyaddressissuesatsites
prone towaterlogging, including
coachingcentres,”hepostedonX.
Atishi said, “There has been

veryheavyrainfall inDelhiinthe

lasttwohours.TheDelhigovern-
mentandMCDarecloselymon-
itoring low-lying areas and vul-
nerablewaterlogginglocationsto
preventanyuntowardincidents.”
Delhi Mayor Shelly Oberoi

said, “Have instructed MCD
commissioner and all officials
toaddressanywaterloggingoc-
currences as soon as possible.
We all are available round the
clock.”

Parts of Gurgaon andNoida
were also hit by the rain. In
NarsinghpurontheDelhi-Jaipur
highway,water had entered the
maincarriagewayhinderingtraf-
fic. Other stretches including
Rajeev Chowk underpass,
Medanta Road, Gold SoukRoad,
Golf CourseRoad, amongothers
were affected.In Noida, traffic
washitinSectors98and92,and
atMahamayaFlyover.
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Capital submerged:Mother-son drown in drain

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A DELHI courtWednesday de-
niedbail toManojKathuria, the
50-year-old businessman ar-
restedfordrivinghisSUVonthe
waterlogged road in front of
Rau’s IAS Study Circle where
three civil service aspirants
drownedanddied. The four co-
ownersofthebasement(andthe
building)werealsodeniedbail.
ThiscomesevenastheDelhi

HighCourt, inaseparatehearing
on the incident, castigated the
Delhi Police for its “strange
probe” in arresting thedriver of
thecarandnotanyMCDofficial.
JudicialMagistrateFirstClass

(JMFC) Vinod Kumar said,
“PerusalofCCTVfootageoftheal-
legedincidentshowsthattheac-
cusedcanbeseendrivingthesaid
vehicleonanalreadyheavilywa-
terlogged road at such a speed
causing large displacement of
water,asaresultofwhichthegate
oftheallegedpremisesgaveway
andthewaterwentintothebase-
mentandconsequentlythreein-
nocent liveswerelost...”
“Perusal of CCTV footage

prima facie shows that he
(Kathuria) was tried to be...
warnedof thedangersaheadby
some passersby but he did not
payanyheed,” the judgeadded.
In the HC, the bench lam-

bastedtheMCDoverthedeaths
and said senior officers are not
moving out of their AC offices
andthatthecivicbodyhasfailed
tohold themresponsible.
Directing theMCDcommis-

sioner, DCP concerned, and the
investigating officer in the case
toremainpresentincourtFriday,
the court, which added Delhi
Policeasarespondent to the lit-
igation,alsoorallyremarkedthat
it might consider transferring
theprobe toacentral agency.
The benchwas hearing two

PILs—onefiledbyapublictrust,
Kutumb, represented by advo-
cate Rudra Vikram Singh, seek-
ing a high-level probe into the
deathsandtheother,filedbyone
Amrik Singh Babbar, highlight-
ing illegal libraries operating
frombasements in thecity.
The bench of Acting Chief

JusticeManmohan and Justice
TusharRaoGedelasaidadhering
to a culture of freebies has left

the civic bodywithno funds for
infrastructureupgrades.
AddressingtheMCDcounsel,

ACJManmohanorallyremarked,
“How has water gone into the
basement and why was infra-
structure not upgraded in the
firstplace? Itcannotbethatyou
have centuries-old infrastruc-
tureandyouarechangingbuild-
ing by-laws. There is a funda-
mental menace over here...
Physical, financial andadminis-
trative infrastructure is inmajor
disconnect (in terms of) what
thecitizensneedandwhatthey
aregiven...Youdon’thaveproper
sewage,you’vemixedstormwa-
terwithsewagewater...”
“Administrators have to be

awake... You have a freebie cul-
ture, you’re not collecting any
money,youarenotspendingany
moneyoninfrastructuretoday...”
Thebenchalsopointedtothe

factthatthecivicbody’sstanding
committee has not been consti-
tuted andnoproject aboveRs 5
croreisgettingcleared.“Sincethe
last 2-2.5 years, I don’t thinkyou
havehadastandingcommittee...
Howdoyouplantogovern?...No
MCDofficial hasbeenhauledup
tillnow...Has theroleofMCDof-
ficersbeeninvestigated?”itasked.
Thebenchwentontosaythat

the personwhohas sanctioned
the building has gone scot-free.
“Howcomesomuchwateraccu-
mulatedthere?...Didyouinsistthe
basement has pumps?... That is
theminimumrequirementwhile
sanctioningthebuilding.Theper-
sonwhohasdone all this (sanc-
tioned the building) has gone
scot-free.Hashebeenhauledup?
Hemust have got somedouble
promotion.Theproblemtodayis
thatnoone is accountable in the
system... TheMCD just doesn’t
bother...Itseemsthere’smoregain
bynotfollowingorders...”
“Whereisthepolice?Whois

investigating thismatter? They
are trying to get hold of any
passerbyordriverandsayingthis
happened because you drove a
car... There is some sort of very
strangeinvestigationwhichisgo-
ingon...Wedon’t know if the IO
hasseenthedesiltingplanorthe
approved building construction
plan...Wehaveno ideawhether
he has done that orwhether he
hasinvestigatedtheroleofMCD
officials,” remarked ACJ
Manmohan. WITHPTIINPUTS

Court denies bail to
man who drove past
Rau’s — and HC raps
cops for arresting him
SeniorofficersnotmovingoutofAC
offices:HighCourt lambastsMCD

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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DELHI EDUCATION Minister
AtishiWednesday announced
planstobringinalawtoregulate
coaching centres in the Capital
following the deaths of three
UPSCaspirantsinafloodedbase-
ment of a coaching institute in
OldRajinderNagaron July27.
Twocommitteeswillalsobe

formed—oneby theDelhi gov-
ernment and the other by the
Delhi L-G—with student repre-
sentativesonboardtoformulate
regulationsforcoachingcentres.
Speaking to reporters, Atishi

said:“TheCentrehasnotbrought
anylegislationtoregulateillegal-
ities in coaching institutes. The
Delhigovernmentwillnotwaitfor
the Centre... itwill bring legisla-
tionwhichwill regulateall types
of coaching institutes in the city.
As a long-term solution, the
CoachingInstitutesRegulationAct
willbeintroduced.”
The lawwill specify qualifi-

cationofteachersandminimum
infrastructure needed for a
coaching institute, saidAtishi.
“Fees of coaching institutes

will alsobe regulatedas thishas
emerged as a concern among
students. Therewill be restric-
tions on coaching centres for
misleading advertisements.
Lastly,andmostimportantly,this
will not be a one-time process,
regular inspections of coaching
centreswillbedone,” shesaid.
Shealsosaidthegovernment

will receive public feedback on
the formulationof the law. “The
emailaddressforthispurposeis

coaching.law.feedback@gmail.c
om,” shesaid.
A high-level meeting was

held Wednesday at the Delhi
Secretariattoseekstudents’sug-
gestions for theproposed law.
So far, basements of 30

coaching centres have been
sealedbytheDelhigovernment.
MayorShellyOberoi told re-

porters: “It is very important to
bring in the regulation because
students fromdifferent parts of
the country come to Delhi to
studyincoaching institutes,but
thecentreownersblatantlyvio-

latetheMCD’sbuildingbylaws.”
Meanwhile, the L-G held a

meetingwiththeseniormanage-
ment of over 20 coaching insti-
tutes, senior officials fromDelhi
government departments con-
cerned,DDAVice-Chairman,and
studentrepresentativesTuesday,
followingwhichhedirectedChief
SecretaryNareshKumar to form
acommittee. The panel, headed
byKumar,willcomprisefive-six
representatives from coaching
institutes, students andofficials
fromdepartmentsconcerned.
Officialssaidduringthemeet-

ing, suggestionsweremooted to
create aneducationhubby relo-
catingcoachinginstitutestoareas
likeNarelaandRohini.Saxenadi-
rectedKumar toprepare a long-
and short-term action plan for
graduallyshiftingcoaching insti-
tutestoawell-plannedarea.
AccordingtotheL-Goffice,the

panelwill address issues related
to regulation, exorbitant rents
charged by landlords, fire clear-
ances,desiltingofdrainsandother
immediate needs of students to
create a conducive educational
environment. “The Chief Secre-
taryshalltakeupthematteroffor-
mulationofguidelines/regulatory
framework for coaching institu-
tions/tuition classes, in linewith
guidelines framed by Gover-
nmentofIndia,withtheMinister
Education,”saidofficials.
Officials said following the L-

G’srequest,coachingcentreshave
agreedtoofferfaircompensation
tofamiliesofthethreevictimsand
adiscount on fee for the current
academicsessiontoenrolledstu-
dents who’ve sufferedmental
agonyanddisruptioninstudies.

Severalareasof theCapitalwerewaterloggedWednesday; (right)AAPMLADurgeshPathak
wadesthroughafloodedRajinderNagar.PraveenKhanna

■Studentsyoungerthan
16tonotbeenrolledin
coachingcentres

■Coachingcentres
shouldnotmake
misleadingpromises
orguaranteeranksto
parentsandstudents

■Penalisecentresup
toRs1Lforcharging
exorbitantfees,causing
unduestressleadingto
studentsuicide&other
mal-practices;orcancel
registration

■Registrationofnew
andexistingcoaching
centreswithin3months
aftersuchguidelines
comeintoeffect

■Stategovtswillbe
responsible for
monitoringcentres

CENTRE’S
GUIDELINES

AAP-Delhi govt mulling law to
regulate coaching centres; L-G
sets up panel to form guidelines
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EVEN AS Delhi recorded the
highest averageminimumtem-
peratureinJulyinnearly10years
at27.8degreesCelsius,themon-
soonunleasheditsfuryinthelast
few hours of the last day of the
month.A redalertwas sounded
in the Capital Wednesday as
heavy showers led towaterlog-
gingandtrafficsnarls.Mostofthe
rainwas received between 6.30
pmand8.30pm,
TheSPSMayurVihar station

saw 119 mm of rainfall while
other stations such as the
Safdarjung base station logged
79.2mm of rain between 8.30
amto8.30pm,asperofficials.
Amoderate flash floodrisk is

likelyoverafewwatershedsand
neighbourhoodsoftheHaryana-
Chandigarh-DelhiMet subdivi-
sions Thursday, said officials.
“Surface runoff or inundation
mayoccuratsomefullysaturated
soilsandlow-lyingareasoverthe
areaofconcern(includespartsof
Delhi),” read the guidance bul-
letinbytheFlashFloodGuidance
Cell of the IndiaMeteorological
Department(IMD).
Explainingthereasonbehind

theintensespellof rain,Krishna
Mishra, an IMD scientist, said,
“Till yesterday, the monsoon
trough was to the south of its
normal position. Today it has
madeitstransitionfromsouthof
itsnormalpositiontoitsnormal
position alongwith lower level
moisturesupplyfromtheBayof
Bengal as well as the Arabian
Sea."Headdedthattheweather
office had initially predicted
moderaterainfallWednesdayin
its seven-day forecast on
Monday.
A yellow alert (be aware) is

issuedtillFriday,predictinglight
to moderate rain or thunder-
storms. There is nowarning in
the national capital from the
weekendtill Tuesday.
Meanwhile,thecitygrappled

with above-normal tempera-
turestheentiremonthwithhigh
humidity levels. TheSafdarjung
base station recorded the high-
estmaximumtemperature this
monthat39.3degreesCelsiuson
Tuesday.Themaximumtemper-
ature recorded onWednesday
was 37.8 degrees Celsius, three
notchesabovenormal.Themin-
imumtemperaturewasthesec-
ondhighest onWednesday this
monthat30.4degreesCelsiusaf-
ter July2 (30.7degrees).

EducationMinisterAtishimeetsprotesters inOldRajinderNagar,Wednesday. PraveenKhanna

Senior official admits to ‘failure’;
Atishi says no one will be spared

HOWMUCHRAINDIDDELHI-NCRGET?
District Station Rainfall

(inmm)

EastDelhi SPS,MayurVihar 119.0

GautamBuddha NCMRWF, 118.5
Nagar (UP) Noida62

Delhi Safdarjung 79.2

Delhi DelhiUniversity 77.5

Delhi LodhiRoad 77.0

Delhi Pusa 66.5

Gurgaon,Haryana KVKGurgaon 32.5

HEAVYRAINLASHESDELHI; ALLSCHOOLSSHUTTODAY

@AAPDelhi

Parts of Capital see
over 100 mm of rain,
more in store today

ONDAY4OFSTUDENTS’PROTESTOVERDEATHOF3UPSCASPIRANTS

TILAKBRIDGE

OLDRAJINDERNAGAR

0-50 Good

ASHOKVIHAR
Satisfactory

0 500

85
AQI
PM10

IHBAS
Satisfactory

0 500

RKPURAM
Satisfactory

0 500 500

51-100 Satisfactory 101-200 Moderate 201-300 Poor 301-400 VeryPoor 401-500 Severe

SIRIFORT
Satisfactory

0

76
AQI
PM10

73
AQI
PM10

69
AQI
PM10

August1
Generallycloudysky.Lightto
moderaterain/thundershowers

S K Y WA T C H

MAX:33
1.4°C belownormal

MIN:25
2.1°C belownormal

At12am

COACHINGCENTREDEATHS
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thCorr. Address: 5 Floor, Plot No. 108, IT Park, Udyog Vihar, Phase 1, Gurgaon 122016
(CIN No. U70109HR2006PLC118103, Website: www.dhani.com)
JUVENTUS ESTATE LTD.

PUBLIC NOTICE

For Juventus Estate Ltd
Authorized Signatory

Place: Gurugram
Date: 01.08.2024

Whereas, Juventus Estate Ltd. is in the process of undertaking
development of aGroupHousingColony, in Sector-104,Gurugram
Manesar Urban Complex, Gurugram, Haryana over an area
measuring 34.0229 acres (13.789 Hectare apprx.) in
parts/phases, in accordancewith the provisions of LicenceNo. 246
of 2007 dated 29.10.2007, 56 of 2011 dated 23.06.2011, 37 of 2012
dated 22.04.2012, 66 & 67 of 2012 dated 21.06.2012 and 43 & 44
of 2014 dated 16.06.2014 in Sector-104, Gurugram by Director,
Town&Country Planning, Haryana,Chandigarh ('DTCP').
And whereas, Phasing plan of the said group housing colony
(hereinafter referred to as "Project Phasing Plan"), earlier
approved vide DTCP Memo No. ZP-968-IV/AD(VK)/2023/43622
dated: - 27.12.2023 (Approved Phasing Plan) is now proposed to
be revised for which in - principle approval has been granted by
DTCP vide Memo No. ZP-968-VOL-VIII/AD(VK)/2024/23682
dated. 29.07.2024 (Revised Phasing Plan).
And whereas, building plans of the said group housing colony
(hereinafter referred to as "Project"), earlier approved vide DTCP
Memo No. ZP-968-Vol-ll/SD(DK)/2021/27758 dated: - 28.10.2021
and approved vide DTCP Memo No. ZP-968-Ill/JD(RD)/2023/
21798 dated: - 05.07.2023 (Approved Building Plans) are now
proposed to be revised only in Phase 2 to 6 for which in - principle
approval has been granted by DTCP vide Memo No. ZP-968-
VOL-VIII/AD(VK)/2024/24037 dated. 30.07.2024 (Revised
Building Plans).
And whereas, vide above referred Memo dated. 29.07.2024 &
30.07.2024, the office of the DTCP has required seeking of
objections/suggestions (if any) against the said revision of the
earlier approved phasing plan & building plans as a pre-condition
for allowing such revision in the earlier approved phasing plan &
building plans.
And whereas, there is no existing allottee in Phase 2 to 6 of the
above-mentionedGroupHousing.
Accordingly, vide this Public Notice, objections/suggestions, if any,
are hereby invited from the existing allottees (if any) on the revised
phasing plan & revised building plans. The approved phasing plan
& revised phasing plan and approved building plans & revised
building plans are available for perusal/reference of the existing
allottees (if any) on: - a) our website- www.dhani.com: b) in the
office of the undersigned at "Juventus Estate Ltd" office at 5th
Floor, Plot no. 108, IT Park, Udyog Vihar, Phase 1, Gurgaon
122016 c) At the project site office in Sector-104, Gurugram
Manesar Urban Complex, Gurugram. Haryana & d) in the office of
Senior Town Planner, Gurugram, Town & Country Planning
Haryana,HSVPComplex, Sector-14,Gurugram,Haryana.
Any of the existing allottee (if any) having any objections/
suggestions on these revised phasing plan & revised building
plan(s), may file his/her/their/its objection/suggestion in the office
of the Senior TownPlanner, Town&Country Planning Department,
HSVP Complex, Sector-14, Gurugram and in the office of the
undersigned within Thirty (30) days of publication of this Public
Notice, failing which it shall be assumed that there are no
objections to the proposed revision in the

and the consent is considered as deemedapproved.
phasing plan (s), building

plan(s)

E-BUSFACILITYEXPANDED

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

IN A huge relief for attendants
ofpatients,All India InstituteOf
MedicalSciencesDelhi (AIIMS)
inDelhihasannouncedplansto
set up three lounges. The gov-
ernment hospital receives
around15,000patientsdaily in
the OPD and an equal number
of attendants come alongwith
the patients. The three lounges
will be set up for a cost of Rs
39.3 crore under a CSR (corpo-
ratesocial responsibility) initia-
tive, said officials.
These lounges, officials

added, will be free and at par
with airport loungeswith a ca-
pacity to receive 5,000-6,000
attendants throughout theday.
The attendants can utilise the
facilitiessuchasreclinerchairs,
toilets, and vendingmachines.
Alongwiththis, theinstitute

hasalsoannouncedplanstoex-
panditselectricbusfleettopro-
vide last-mile connectivity for
trainandbuspassengers tokey
areaswithin the campus.
“Another set of these e-

buses(20-seaters)withmodern
conveniencessuchasair-condi-
tioning, low floor, and wheel-
chair access will be provided,”
said anofficial.
Themovecomesamidcom-

plaints of difficulties being
faced by patients, especially
thosewithmobilitychallenges,
tocommutefromnearbyMetro
stations and bus stops to vari-
ous facilitieswithinAIIMS.
Onthe loungefacility,adoc-

tor said, “The lounge facility is
much required, especially for
patients coming from far-off
places toDelhi. Theyhave to sit
outside tackling the harsh
weatherasthewaitingtimecan
be long and can stretch for
months. With these lounges,
the attendants can sit andwait
till the treatment is ongoing.”
At present, AIIMS has no

suchfacility forattendants.The
three guest houses at the insti-
tute can accommodate 5,000
people. Many attendants end
up sleeping on the pavement
outside the hospital and inside
the subway while the patient

undergoes treatment.
The lounges have been fi-

nanced by the Rural
Electrification Corporation
(REC),National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC), and
Airpors Authority of India as
partof corporatesocial respon-
sibility. Amemorandumof un-
derstanding (MoU) has been
signedwiththethreeorganisa-
tions.
“While Rs 11.73 crore has

been received from Airport
Authorityof India,Rs19.3crore
has been received from REC,
andRs8crore fromNTPC,” said
anofficial.
Thethree loungeswillbeset

upatdifferent locations—near
theMother and Child Block, at
New Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
(RAK) OPD, and above the un-
derground parking near the
RAKOPD.

These loungeswillbe free, saidofficials. File

Manyendup
waitingoutside
thehospital in
harshweather

Soon,AIIMStohave
airport-like lounges for
attendantsofpatients

NEETIKAJHA
NOIDA,JULY31

AROUND7:30 pmonMonday,
Sheelacametovisithersister-in-
law,Meenu, at her rented one-
roomhouse inNoida’s Sector 8.
While leaving, the 30-year-old,
who lives in Sector 11with her
family, took her 12-year-old
nephewandMeenu’s son, Abhi,
toherhouse. “Itwashot,Ithought
hecouldsleepatmyhouseforthe
night,”Sheelarecalled.
Abhididnotknowatthattime

that he wouldn’t see his three
younger sisters again. The three
girls—aged10,7and5—died in
a fire that brokeout in the room
justhourslater. Hisfather,Daulat
Ram, a 34-year-old e-rickshaw
driver,wasseverelyinjuredinthe

blaze.Hehasbeenadmittedtothe
SafdarjungHospital inDelhi. His
wife,Meenu,toosufferedanelec-
tricshockandisrecoveringatthe
districthospital inNoida.
Daulat Ram had shifted to

Noida from Legaon village of
Mainpuri inUttar Pradesh seven
years agowithhiswife, son and
twodaughters. He had rented a
roomon the first floor of a two-
storeyedbuildinginNoida’sSector
8JJColonyforRs3,500amonth.
On the ground floor of this

building is a small grocery shop.
The first and second floors have
tworoomseach,whicharerented
to different people. The room,
whichwasrentedbyDaulatRam,
hasbeensealedbythepolice.
Chief Fire Officer Pradeep

Kumarsaid,“Ataround4am,the
Fire Service Control Room re-

ceived information that a fire
brokeout inaroominaJJColony
neartheSector8electricityoffice.
Firefightingvehicleswererushed
tothespot.”
“Aswe reached the site, we

foundthefivepeoplewhiledous-

ing the fire,” said Rambadan
Singh, Deputy Commissioner of
Police,Noida. Aneighbour,Sunil,
describedtheblazeas“massive”.
“We shouted and called for help
and started throwingbuckets of
water…thentheofficialsarrived.
I have sustained some minor
burns,”hesaid.
The family awaits the bodies

of three children— 10-year-old
Astha, 7-year-oldNaina, and 5-
year-oldAradhya—whodied.The
bodies have been sent for post-
mortem.
Recallingtheturnofeventsthe

night before, Sheela on
Wednesday said she dropped
Abhiatherhomeandcameback
toherbrother’shome.“Ourhouse
is nearby. I could not sleep so I
cameback at around 10:15 pm.
Wetookamat to theterraceand

weweretalkingtill11pm.Meenu
then camedownstairs and slept
withherhusbandontheveranda
of her rented room as the girls
sleptonthebedinside,”shesaid,
adding that the familywas un-
awarethatatragedywaswaiting
tohappen. “Iwas sleeping alone
ontheterracebutataround3am,
Ifeltalittleanxiousandwokeup.
After a while, I noticed some
smoke.Ithoughtsomeonehadset
some used cartons on fire. But
onceIchecked,mybrother’sroom
wasonfire,”Sheelarecounted.
She then screamed in panic.

“Mybrothertookawoolenshawl
and rushed togetmynieces. But
they had already died. When
Meenu tried going inside the
room, shewas thrown outside
duetoanapparentelectricshock,”
shesaid.

7YRSAFTERHESHIFTEDTONOIDAFROMVILLAGE INMAINPURI

E-rickshaw driver loses 3 daughters in fire at home

Thethreechildrendied
whentheyweresleeping in
therentedone-roomhouse.
GajendraYadav

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEWDELHI,JULY31

“OUTSPOKEN AND young at
heart”— this is howSudha (53),
describes herself. A seasoned
Kanwarpilgrim,however,itisget-
tingdifficult forhertocoverlong
distances on footwith age, she
says. So, this year, she and her
familyaretravellingbytrainwith
agroupofpilgrims.
AresidentofDelhi, this isher

16th year of participating in the
KanwarYatra,theannualpilgrim-
age that devotees undertake in
North India. They carry water
fromGanga andoffer it to Shiva
temples in their hometowns.
Sudha's husband, daughter
Kusum(26),mother-in-lawAsha
Devi(71),andniecePoonam,who
is all of 12, arepart of the group,
whichisundertakinga200-km-
journey. Sudha, however, com-
plains about the lackofmedical,
andsanitationfacilities.

Poonamskips school for this
annual family ritual. This is her
fourthyatrabutthisyear,herpar-
entscouldnotcomealongdueto
work. She has to use the same
washroomandbathareaasallthe
othermenintheKashmereGate
camp. The camp is supposed to
be the largest of its kind and
claimstobeabletoaccommodate
20,000 people at once. While
DelhiRevenueMinisterAtishihad
alsoannouncedseparatehallsfor
male and femalepilgrims, there
doesn’tseemtobeanyprovisions
for femalewashrooms. Anopen
area is the designated space for
bathing,anditconsistsofjustnine
hugetubsofwater.
Mamata, 51, anotherpilgrim,

fightsthroughacrowdofmento
gettoatubofwater.“Whatisthe
purposeofundertakingtheYatra
if youhave a comfortable time,”
she says. This is her 27thyear of
liftingthekanwar,whichrefersto
the bamboopolewith pitchers
full of holy water from Ganga
hangingontwosides.
Devotees are supposed to

bathe after everymeal. Lakhs of
kanwarspassDelhieveryyearbut
women constitute just 2-10%of
women,asperestimates.
With improvement in facili-

ties,however,numberofwomen
pilgrims isalso improving, some
say.
(DevanshMittalisaninternwith
TheIndianExpress)

Sanitation and safety concerns for
women pilgrims amid Kanwar Yatra

In Memoriam

DEVENDRA NATH DWIVEDI
(30.03.1935 - 01.08.2009)

POLITICIAN, LAWYER AND THINKER
Remembered by Friends, Colleagues and Family.

Smt. Vidya Dwivedi
Garima & Shivendra Dwivedi

Devika & GayatriM:9899050083

Dronesto
monitor
movementof
kanwariyasin
Gurgaon
Gurgaon: Following the
accident on the Delhi-
Jaipurhighwaythatkilled
a kanwar pilgrim in the
early hours of
Wednesday, police said
droneswill be deployed
to ensure smoothmove-
ment at busy intersec-
tions in thecityamid the
annual Kanwar Yatra.
Police on Wednesday
launchedtheprogramme
byflyingdronesinthesky
at Subhash Chowk and
RajivChowk. ENS

Teendiesas
shegets
entangledin
dough
kneading
machine
NewDelhi:A 15-year-old
girldiedafterherhandgot
entangled and her head
was pulled into a dough
kneadingmachine, used
to make momos and
springrolls,inwestDelhi's
Rohini, police said on
Wednesday.Accordingto
the police, the incident
took place on Tuesday
evening in Begumpur
area,where themachine
wasoperatingfrominside
aroom. PTI

Blazebreaks
outatbuilding
inKirtiNagar,
10 rescued
New Delhi:Ten people
were evacuated from a
residentialbuildinginKirti
NagaronWednesdayafter
afirebrokeout,officialsof
theDelhiFireServicessaid.
"Acallregardingafire ina
housewasreceivedat8.40
am.Twofiretenderswere
pressed into service," a
seniorDFSofficersaid..The
officerfurthersaidthatthe
flames spread to two
scooters, and electrict
boards.

PTI

BRIEFLY
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

FIRST-TIME LUCKY
DURING THE debate on Demand for Grants for Railways in
LokSabhaonWednesday,LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlamade
a light-hearted remark that Congress’s first-timeMP from
Rajasthan’sBarmerUmmedaRamBeniwalwasspeakingfor
thethirdtime.Birlasaidthismusthavehappenedforthefirst
time as somemembers don’t get a chance to speak even in
fiveyears.SomeonefromtheflooroftheHousethenremarked
that the Speakerwas right, towhich Birla saidwith a smile:
“Galat tohboltanahihunmain (I amseldomwrong).”

GOODWILLGALORE
FORMERMADHYAPradeshCMShivraj SinghChouhanenjoys
unparalleledgoodwill amonghis party colleagues.Whenever
heenterstheLokSabha,manyBJPmembersgetupinreverence
tohim.WheneverChouhanleavestheHouse,manyMPsfrom
MadhyaPradeshfollowtoseehimoff.Healsoenjoyswarmties
withOpposition leaders. Theotherday, hewalkedup toTMC
member SudipBandyopadhyay andhadabrief conversation
withhim. Itwas a rare sight at a timewhen theTreasury and
Oppositionbenchesdon’tenjoycordialties.

PAUSE&PRAISE
WHILE SHEwas citing examples of Karnataka andHimachal
Pradeshonminimumwagesduringherresponsetothediscus-
sions on Budget in Rajya Sabha, FinanceMinister Nirmala
Sitharamanwas asked to pause by Rajya Sabha Chairman
JagdeepDhankhar.Heappreciated the FM’s fairness in touch-
ing thestatesof theLeaderofOppositionandthe leaderof the
House.Thenhewentontoaddthathewasprivilegedtobethe
ChairmanatatimewhentheHousehaspresidentsofthecoun-
try’stwoleadingpartiesasmembers.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI, JULY31

RICEANDwheatbreeding-cum-
research in India has tradition-
allybeenapublicsectormonop-
oly. But now, two private sector
seedmajors—theAlvin(Texas)-
headquartered RiceTec Inc and
Jalna (Maharashtra)-based
MahycoPvtLtd—havecometo-
gether to form a joint venture
(JV) formaking the rice-wheat
croppingsystem“moreclimate-
smartandsustainable”.
ParyanAlliancePvtLtd,asthe

50:50 JV is called, will focus on
technologiesforfarmerstogrow
ricebydirectseeding(insteadof
transplanting and flooding of
field) andwheat through zero
tillage(withoutburningtheleft-
over stubble from the paddy
cropandploughingthefieldbe-
fore sowing).

These includeRiceTec’s pro-
prietary ‘FullPage’directseeded
rice(DSR)croppingsolutionand
the ‘FreeHit’ zero tillage (ZT)
technologythatMahycohasde-
veloped in collaboration with
GeneshiftersLLC,anagri-biotech
company at Pullman
(Washington),US.
“Ourtechnologiesarecomple-

mentary:Wheat is sown after
harvestingofriceinabout12mil-
lion hectares area, fromPunjab
and Haryana to eastern Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. Paryanwill
work with farmers of the two
large-acre crops, providing them
access to both FullPage and
FreeHit,”AjaiRana,managingdi-
rectorofSavannahSeedsPvt.Ltd,
the South Asia subsidiary of
RiceTec,toldTheIndianExpress.
Mahyco had incidentally, in

1997, formed a similar JVwith
Monsanto to introduce the erst-
while US life sciences giant’s

‘Bollgard’ geneticallymodified
(GM)Btcottontechnology,which
led to a near-trebling of India's
productionofthenaturalfibrebe-
tween2002-03(thecommercial-
isationyear)and2013-14.
More than increasing India’s

riceandwheatproduction,Paryan
JV aims to reduce the water,
labour and fuel consumption, as
wellasgreenhousegasemissions,
incultivatingthetwocerealcrops.
The rice hybrids of RiceTec/

Savannah (‘Sava 134’ and ‘Sava
127’) andMahyco’swheat vari-
eties(‘Goal’and‘Mukut’)contain
amutated gene, whose altered
DNAsequenceallowsfarmersto
spray Imazethapyr, a herbicide
that can control a range of
broadleaf, grassy and sedge
weeds. Imazethapyr can’t be
usedonnormalriceorwheat,as
the chemical does not distin-
guish between the crop and in-
vasiveplants.Themutatedgene

in the hybrids/varieties bred by
Savannah andMahyco enable
theirplantsto“tolerate”theher-
bicide’s application, so that it
onlykills theweeds.
“Wehaveintroducedtheher-

bicide-tolerancetraitviamutation
breeding,notGM.There’snofor-
eigngenehere(unlikewithBtcot-
ton or the still-to-be-approved

GMmustard),”Ranapointedout.
Traditional rice cultivation is

bothwater-andlabour-intensive.
It entails preparing nurseries,
where the paddy seeds are first
raisedintoyoungplantsthatare
uprooted and replanted around
30 days later in themain field.
The field inwhich the seedlings
are transplanted is “puddled”or

tilled instandingwater tochurn
the soil andmake it soft. For the
initial three weeks or so after
transplanting,farmershavetoir-
rigateevery1-2daystomaintain
awaterdepthof4-5cm.Thispre-
vents the growth of weeds —
such as Echinochloa colona
(commonlycalledjanglichawal)
and Cyperus rotundus (motha)
—duringthecrop’searlystage.
DSRsavesroughly30%water,

by dispensing with puddling,
transplantingand flooding. It re-
placeswater(anaturalherbicide)
with Imazethapyr. RiceTec’s
FullPage tech incorporates the
herbicide-tolerance trait aswell
asDSR-compatibleplantgenetics
andseedtreatmentsolutions.
“Germination is poor inDSR.

OurricehybridsarebredforDSR.
Theyhavestrongrootsandstalks,
with higher plant populations
(35-40 per square meter, as
against 15-20 in normal trans-

planting).Weare alsoproviding
‘Squad’,aseedtreatmentsolution
ofmicro-nutrients,fungicideand
insecticidethathelpsingermina-
tion, protection fromsoil-borne
diseasesandpests,”saidRana.
In wheat, farmers not only

burnthestubblefromtheprevi-
ously-harvestedpaddycrop,but
alsoploughthefield3-4times—
twice using aharrowor cultiva-
tor, followed by one irrigation
and either onemore ploughing
witharotavatorortwowithhar-
row/cultivator. “The ploughings
are basically formanaging the
paddystubbleandweeds,which,
inwheat,includePhalarisminor
(gullidanda)andChenopodium
album(bathua).WithFreeHitZT
technology, you can sow the
wheatseedsdirectlywithoutany
stubbleburningorlandprepara-
tion.Theweedsaretakencareof
by Imazethapyr along with
Metribuzin,” said Shirish

Barwale,MD,Mahyco.
InZT, farmersfirstuseatrac-

tor-mounted Super Seederma-
chinewith a rotavator that cuts
the standingpaddy stubble and
mixes it in the soil. They sow
wheat after that with a regular
seed-cum-fertiliserdrillandap-
plytheherbicideswhenthecrop
is about 25 days old. The
RiceTec/Savannah rice hybrids
wereplantedin4,000acreseach
of farmers’ fields in Punjab and
Haryana, 3,000each inMadhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, and
1,000 acres inwestern UP dur-
ingthiskharif season.Mahycois
awaitingregulatoryclearancefor
the launchof ‘FreeHit’ ZTwheat
in theensuingrabi season.
“Paryan is open to licensing

ourmutantImazethapyr-tolerant
trait in rice andwheat to other
seedcompanieswantingtointro-
duce it into their ownhybridsor
varieties,”addedBarwale.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JULY31

LEAVING RED faces in the BJP,
ally JD(S) has publicly pulled
out of a proposed march
plannedbythetwopartiesfrom
Bengaluru toMysuru over cor-
ruption allegations against
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah,allegingslightsto
its leaderHDKumaraswamy.
The differences between the

twopartiesover themarchhave
beenapparentforthepastcouple
ofdays,withasectionofthelead-
ers questioning the viability and
purposeofthe140-kmpadyatra,
tobeheldfromAugust3to10.On
Wednesday, Kumaraswamyde-
clared that the partywould not
bepartof themarch, saying that
many JD(S) leaderswere not in
favourofitatatimethatthepeo-
plewerebattling rain-related is-
sues, and going on to accuse the
BJPof “sidelining”theJD(S).
Speaking to reporters in

Delhi, Kumaraswamy said: “In
the region between Bengaluru
andMysuru, we (the JD-S) are
strong.Inthissituation,if theydo
not take us into confidence in a
propermanner,why shouldwe
support (the march)?”
Kumaraswamy also suggested
thattheJD(S)neednottoeitsbig-
gerpartner’s lineoneverything.
“This matter has hurt me

emotionallyaswell...Theperson
they have appointed to lead the
protestprogramme...whoisthat
PreethamGowda?...Heistheone
whosetouttodestroythefamily
of DeveGowda (former PMand
thefatherofKumaraswamy).He
is called to the samemeeting as
I...Therearelimitstotheamount
ofinsultIcantolerate,”headded.
PreethamGowda is believed

tohavebeenbehindthedistribu-

tionof pendrivescontainingex-
plicit videos of JD(S) MP and
Kumaraswamy’snephewPrajwal
RevannaacrossHassanaheadof
theLokSabhapolls inApril.
Kumaraswamy said hewas

“emotionally hurt” seeing
Preetham’spresenceatthemeet-
ingheldonSundaybytopBJPand
JD(S)leaderstochalkoutplansfor
themarch.TheformerKarnataka
CM said that the heavy rain in
mostpartsof thestatealsomade
themarchunviable.“Whenthere
isasituationlikethis,canwe...pro-
ceedonaprotestmarch?Wehave
to considerwhat thepeoplewill
think.Wehavetoberesponsiveto
theiremotionsandpain...Politics
mustnottakecentrestage.”
Kumaraswamy’s statement

cameadayafteraJD(S)corecom-
mitteemeetinginBengaluru, led
byGTDeveGowda,anMLAfrom
theMysuru region, concluded
that themarchwould send the
wrong signal given the rain de-
struction.SeveralJD(S)leaders,in-
cludingKumaraswamy, GTDeve
Gowda,SaRaMahesh,havebeen
accusedbytheCongressofbene-
fiting fromsiteallotmentsbythe
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority—allegationsalsoraised
againstSiddaramaiah’swife.
TheBJP is also facingopposi-

tionfromwithinitsranksoverthe
march against Siddaramaiah,
with many unhappy with BJP
statepresidentBYVijayendra.BJP
MLA Basanagouda Patil Yatnal
hascalledtheplannedmarchpart
of a “hidden agenda” of the BJP
state leadership to make
CongressDeputyCMShivakumar
theCMinplaceofSiddaramaiah.

HD
Kumaraswamy

‘Constructive’: India, China hold
talks to resolve standoff at LAC

‘JD(S) will not take
part in anti-CM
march with BJP’

Breaking up our party
every day: Adhir’s fight
against TMC continues Centre urges SC to declare mineral

royalty judgment ‘prospectively’
SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,JULY31

INAsignificantsetbacktotheBiju
JanataDal (BJD), itsMPMamata
Mohanta on Wednesday re-
signed from the Rajya Sabha,
two years before completion of
her tenure. The leader from
Odisha’s Mayurbhanj also re-
signed from the regional party,
saying shewas taking the “hard
decisioninpublic interest”.
The move, which her col-

leagues called “sudden and un-
expected”, comes at a time the
BJD has stepped up its attack
against theNarendraModigov-
ernmentat theCentre.After the
BJD’sdefeatintheLokSabhaand
Assembly polls, the regional
party had announced that it
wouldstoplending“issue-based
support” to the NDA govern-
ment,andbecomea“strongand
vibrant” opposition in
Parliament. This is a departure
from its stand before the drub-
bing insimultaneouspolls.
AnnouncingMohanta’sresig-

nation from the Upper House,
Rajya Sabha chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar saidhehad receiveda
letterfromheroverthis. “Shehas
resignedfromherseatbywriting

tothechairman,andhanded(the
letter)personallytome...accepted
the resignationwith immediate
effect,”hesaidintheHouse.
Speculation is rife that

Mohanta could join the BJP.
Hoursbeforeherresignation,she
had attended themorning ses-
sion.Withher resignation,BJD’s
number in the Rajya Sabha
comesdowntoeight.TheBJPhas
onememberinRajyaSabhafrom
Odisha,AshwiniVaishnaw,who
waselectedearlier thisyear.
Inherresignationletterfrom

the party, Mohanta expressed
hergratitudetoBJDchiefNaveen
Patnaikforgivinghertheoppor-
tunity to serve theMayurbhanj
peopleandrepresentthestateat
the national level. “However, I
feel thatthereisnorequirement
of theservicesofmyself andmy
communityintheBJD.Therefore,
Ihavetakenthisharddecisionin
thepublic interest,” shewrote.
Mohanta(47)comesfromthe

Kudumi caste, a backward com-
munitythathasastrongpresence
intheMayurbhanjregion.

BJDMP
Mamata
Mohanta

RS setback for BJD as
MP Mamata Mohanta
resigns from House

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

LESSTHANaweekafterExternal
AffairsMinisterSJaishankarmet
his Chinese counterpartWang
Yi, India and China held “con-
structive”and“forward-looking”
conversations to resolve the
border standoff between the
twocountries.
The Ministry of External

Affairs(MEA)saidrestorationof
peace and tranquillity, and re-
spect for the LAC are “essential
basis” for restoration of nor-
malcy inbilateral relations.
The bilateral meeting was

held in Delhi under the frame-
work of Working Mechanism
for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China
BorderAffairs (WMCC).

TheMEA described the dis-
cussion at the meeting as “in-
depth, constructive and for-
ward-looking”, adding both
sides agreed on the need to
jointly uphold peace and tran-
quillity on the ground in accor-
dance with relevant bilateral
agreementsandprotocols.
The Chinese delegationwas

led by Hong Liang, Director
General of the Boundary and
Oceanic Department of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Hong also called on
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, according to theMEA.
Misri has served as India’s

ambassadortoChina.Theprevi-
ous round ofWMCC talkswere
held inBeijing inMarch.
“Further to discussions

betweenthe twoforeignminis-
ters in their recent meetings

at Astana and Vientiane, the
two sides reviewed the current
situationalongtheLineofActual
Control (LAC) with a view
to finding an early resolution of
theoutstandingissues,”themin-
istry said.
“Restoration of peace and

tranquillity, and respect for the
LAC are an essential basis for
restorationofnormalcyinbilat-
eral relations,” it said.
“They agreed on the need

to jointly uphold peace and
tranquillity on the ground in
the border areas in accordance
with relevant bilateral agree-
ments, protocols and under-
standings reachedbetweenthe
two governments,” it said in a
statement.
“Thediscussionat themeet-

ing was in-depth, constructive
andforward-looking.Bothsides

agreedtomaintainthemomen-
tum through the established
diplomatic andmilitary chan-
nels,” it said.
Joint Secretary (East Asia) in

theMEA, Gourangalal Das, led
theIndiandelegationatthe30th
meetingof theWMCC.
External Affairs Minister

Jaishankar and Chinese Foreign
MinisterWangheldtalksonJuly
25 inVientiane on the sidelines
ofASEAN-relatedmeetings.The
twoforeignministersalsohada
bilateral meeting in Astana on
July4onthesidelinesof thean-
nual summit of the Shanghai
CooperationOrganisation(SCO).
India and China have been

locked in a border standoff for
more than four years now, as
more than 50,000 troops on
each side are stationed on both
sidesof theborder.

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JULY31

WITHINHOURS of it emerging
that Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
68, was out as West Bengal
Congress chief, hewasonsocial
media making it clear that he
wouldnotdialdownhisattacks
ontheTrinamoolCongress—the
party’s opinion on the matter
notwithstanding.
“Amader lokeder marchhe, je

kormi-ra raat din Trinamool-er
haatemaar khelo, khacche, tader
jonneamibolbonatohkebolbe(If
Idon’tspeakupforourworkers,
who are getting assaulted day
and night by TMC, whowill)?”
postedChowdhuryonTuesday.
“Everyday, theTMCisbreak-

ingupourparty.Beingpartofthe
INDIAblochasn’tstoppedatroci-
tiesonus...Eventoday,ourwork-
ersarejailedinfalsecases,andour
partyofficesarebeingsnatched...
If I remain silent, itwould be in-
justicetoourworkers,”headded.
The senior Congress leader-

shipbelievesChowdhury’sinces-
sant attacks on theTMC, specifi-
cally its chiefMamata Banerjee,
wereoneofthemainreasonsthat
an electoral pact could not be
reachedbetweenthetwoparties
inBengal for theLokSabhapolls,
despitebothbeingpartof INDIA.

With Chowdhury out of the
picture,thepartywouldrethink
its ties with the TMC, Congress
sources toldThe IndianExpress.
The party has begun talks

with around twodozen leaders
fromBengal to choose the new
statepresident.Chowdhurytook
aswipeatthistooinhisseriesof
social media posts, including
videos. “Delhi should alsomeet
our workers who have been
fightingheredayandnight, hit-
ting the streets with the party
flag in hand. One needs to hear
their opinion too. They should
also be called to Delhi,”
Chowdhurysaid,addingthathe
could not “compromise with
wrongdoingand injustice”.
Sharing videos of interac-

tions with themedia, he indi-
cated he was surprised at the
partyclaiminghehadsubmitted
his resignation,withaCongress
leader introducing him as “for-
mer” state chief at themeeting
inNewDelhi.
“Letme clarify: themoment

MallikarjunKharge took charge
asthepartychief,everythingbe-
cametemporary.Panelsandstate
chiefs became temporary (since
the party chief will choose fresh
panelsandstatepresidents)...,”he
said, suggesting that itwas only
in this context that his position
couldbeheldas“temporary”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

POINTINGOUT the “impact” of
theJuly25judgment,whichheld
that states are entitled to collect
royaltyonminerals“issubstantial
and far reaching”, the Centre on
Wednesdayurged the Supreme
Court“todeclarethat“it...shallap-
ply”only“prospectively”.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehtatolda9-judgeConstitution
benchpresidedbyChief JusticeD
YChandrachud that “a prelimi-
nary estimateof thepotential fi-
nancial impact of the judgment
duetopastStatelevieswhichmay
becomedue(intheformofaddi-
tionalstateleviesoftaxes,interest
andpenalties) on thepublic sec-
torunits engaged inmining, and
inproduction activities depend-
ent onminerals (likepowerpro-
duction), isRs70,000crore”.
While states like Rajasthan

andMadhyaPradeshalsobacked
theprospectiveapplicationofthe
judgment, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhandsaidtheywereforret-
rospectiveapplication.
ThebenchonWednesdayre-

serveditsdecisiononthequestion

whether the ruling should apply
prospectivelyorretrospectively.
Mehtasaid“theimpact”ofthe

ruling “will be felt in themarket
for everymineral andby exten-
sion ineveryoneof thecore sec-
tors of the economy. Virtually,
everyindustrycriticaltotheinfra-
structuresector(power,steel,ce-
ment, aluminiumetc.) is heavily
dependent onmineralswhose
pricing regimewill be governed
by the judgment”. He said: “The
effectofthejudgmentistosignif-
icantlyraisethepriceofanessen-
tialinput/rawmaterialandthere-
foresubstantiallyraisethepricein
thehandsof the final consumers
served by these core industries,
namely,theaveragecitizen.”
Illustrating this, he said that

55% of India’s total commercial
energyproductioniscoalreliant,
and68%ofthiscoalproductionis
currentlyused in thegeneration
ofelectricity.“...Anincreaseinthe
price of coal on account of state
levieswouldhaveacascadingef-
fect on the price of every com-
modityorservicethatusespower
as an input, which is virtually
everycommodityorservice.”
TheSGsaidthat“theinflation-

aryimpactinIndiawillbesignif-

icant,whichrequires”the“court's
interventionbymakingthejudg-
mentprospective.Thepowerbills
across thenationwouldalso see
significant increases to account
forthepaststateleviesonthecore
rawmaterial of coal, if imposed
andcollectedbythestates”.
Mehtasaiddemandsbystates

fromsomePSUs“areestimatedto
beinexcessoftheirnetworthand
wouldpose anexistential threat
to these firms’ remaining going
concerns. Thiswill not be in na-
tionalinterest”.Heurgedthecourt
to “consider stating that neither
the statemay demand any levy
retrospectively nor the private
parties/PSUs who paid would
seekanyrefundofthemoney,”as
thiswilldojusticetobothsides.
Appearing for Mahanadi

Coalfields,SeniorAdvocateHarish
Salvesaidtheruling if allowedto
operate retrospectivelywould
lead todemands in excess of the
networth ofmany firms and in

turnpushthemintobankruptcy.
In an 8-1majority, the nine-

judge Constitution Bench had
upheldthepowerofstatestolevy
royaltyonextractionofminerals
fromtheirlandandsaidtheycan
also tax the lands which com-
priseminesandquarries.
Themajorityverdict,delivered

by CJI Chandrachud for self and
JusticesAugustineGeorgeMasih,
Hrishikesh Roy, A S Oka, Satish
Chandra Sharma,ManojMisra, J
B Pardiwala, and Ujjal Bhuyan,
overruled the1989decisionof a
7-judge Bench in India Cement
LtdvsTamilNadu,whichsaidroy-
alty is tax and state legislatures
lackcompetenceto levytaxeson
mineralrightsbecausethesubject
matteriscoveredbytheMinerals
and Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, enactedbyParliament
inexerciseofpowersunderEntry
54ofList Iof theConstitution.
Disagreeingwiththemajority

ruling, JusticeBVNagarathna, in
adissentingjudgment,cautioned
againstthelikelyconsequencesof
overruling the IndiaCement rul-
ingincludinga“breakdownofthe
federal system” and “unhealthy
competition”betweenstates.

Wantretrospective
application,sayUttar
PradeshandJharkhand

BJP MLA Bajpai
opposes UP govt
Bill on Nazul land
Lucknow: Taking all by surprise
in the UP Assembly, BJP MLA
from Prayagraj Harshvardhan
Bajpai on Wednesday spoke
against his government’s Bill
preventing the conversion of
Nazullandintoprivatefreehold.
His objections put the treas-

urybenches inanawkwardsitu-
ation with the Parliamentary
AffairsMinister SureshKhanna
making an interventionwhile
Bajpaiwasspeaking.“Aapsamajh
nahi rahein ho. Pahle padh toh lo
(You are not getting it. First, go
throughit,”KhannatoldBajpai.
UndertheUPNazulProperty

Bill, 2024, Nazul land — land
owned by the government but
often not directly administered
as state property — in the state
canno longerbe converted into
privateownership. ENS

TAKING CHARGE
JharkhandHighCourtActingChief JusticeSujitNarayanPrasadadministersoathto
GovernorSantoshGangwaratRajBhavaninRanchionWednesday.ANI
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Whatare
thesecrops

GROWINGPADDYusing lesswaterwithoutburning
stubble, andwheatbynotploughing the landhasbeen
aholygrail for agricultural scientists andpolicymakers
alike.Direct seeded rice andzero-tillagewheatbasedon
non-geneticallymodifiedherbicide-tolerant technology
canoffer awayout. That’s anopportunity the
RiceTec-Mahyco JV is alsoeyeing.

For direct-seeded rice, zero-tillage wheat, RiceTec & Mahyco form JV
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WORDLYWISE

Byworking faithfully eighthours aday you
may eventually get to be boss andwork

twelvehours aday. — ROBERT FROSTTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Your editorial suggests that
the new law strikes at
dissent. However, it is
important to differentiate
between legitimate dissent
and activities that endanger
public order and safety. The
Maharashtra government’s
approach is not about
suppressing dissent but
about ensuring that the state
does not remain hostage to
individuals and groups that
engage in violence and
undermine the rule of law.

A TWO-PRONGED RESPONSE
MaharashtraPublicSecurityBillcomplementseffortstoaddressNaxalism’srootcauses

IAMWRITINGinresponseto therecented-
itorial critiquing the enactment of the
Maharashtra Special Public Security Bill,
2024(‘Billofwrongs’, IE, July16).WhileIap-
preciatetheeditorial’sviewpointthattheex-
isting Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) issufficienttoaddressthestate’sse-
curity concerns, I believe it is crucial to un-
derstand theunique andevolvingnature of
the Naxal problem inMaharashtra, which
necessitates the introduction of more spe-
cific and targeted legislation.
The Naxalitemovement has been a sig-

nificantchallengeforMaharashtra,particu-
larlyintheGadchirolidistrictandotherrural
areas.TheviolentactivitiesofNaxaliteshave
notonlydisruptedpublicorderbuthavealso
stifleddevelopment,instilledfearamongcit-
izens, anderodedtheruleof law.TheUAPA,
while comprehensive, has proven to be in-
sufficient in addressing the Naxal threat,
which involves a combination of armed in-
surgencyand ideologicalpropagation.
One of the critical shortcomings of the

existing framework is its inability to effec-
tively address the root causes of Naxalism.
TheNaxalmovement thrives on socio-eco-
nomicgrievancessuchaspoverty, lackofed-
ucation,andunemployment.Thesemustbe
tackled alongside stringent securitymeas-
ures.Recognisingthis,theMaharashtragov-
ernmenthastakenaffirmativestepstogen-
erate employment opportunities and
improvebasicinfrastructureinNaxal-prone
areas. For instance, the recent laying of the
foundation stone for a second steel unit in
Gadchiroli,withaninvestmentofRs10,000
crore, is a testament to the government’s
commitment to fostering economic devel-

opment in these regions. This project is ex-
pectedtocreatemuch-neededemployment
opportunities and address the socio-eco-
nomicdisparities that fuelNaxalism.
Moreover, the individuals leading the

Naxalmovement do not believe in the rule
of law,andcertainvestedorganisationscon-
tinuously incite unrest. The Bill is designed
toaddressthedualchallengesofphysicalvi-
olenceand ideological support thatperpet-
uate theNaxal insurgency.
It is also crucial to acknowledge that

Naxalismisnotconfinedtoremoteruralar-
eas.Urbanareasare increasinglybecoming
breedinggrounds forNaxal frontal organi-
sations, which provide logistical support
and safe havens for armed cadres. The
spreadof theseactive frontalorganisations
underscores the need for legislation that
can address urban Naxalism as well. This
Billencompassesprovisionstocurbtheac-
tivities of these urbanNaxal fronts, ensur-
ing a comprehensive approach to combat-
ting themovement.
The current laws have been ineffective

and inadequate, asevidencedby thespread
of violent Naxal activities. The newBill will
grantthegovernmentandpolicemachinery
powers to combat unlawful activitiesmore
effectively. Specifically, the bill states that
“any actionwhich constitutes a danger or
menacetopublicorder,peace,andtranquil-
ityorinterferesortendstointerferewiththe
maintenanceofpublicorderor interferesor
tendstointerferewiththeadministrationof
law or its established institutions and per-
sonnelwillbeconsideredanunlawfulactiv-
ity”.Thisprovisionisessentialtoensurethat
law enforcement agencies have the neces-

sarytoolstomaintainpublicorderandsafe-
guardcitizens’ rights.
Youreditorial suggests that thenewlaw

strikesatdissent.However, it is importantto
differentiatebetweenlegitimatedissentand
activities that endanger public order and
safety. TheMaharashtra government’s ap-
proach isnotabout suppressingdissentbut
about ensuring that the state does not re-
mainhostagetoindividualsandgroupsthat
engageinviolenceandunderminetheruleof
law.TheMaharashtraSpecialPublicSecurity
Bill, 2024, complements efforts to generate
employmentandimproveinfrastructure,ad-
dressing both the symptoms and the root
causesofNaxalism.
In conclusion,while theUAPAprovides a

broadframeworkforaddressingunlawfulac-
tivities,thespecificandpersistentthreatposed
byNaxalisminMaharashtrarequiresamore
focussedandrobustlegislativeapproach.This
Billisanecessarysteptowardsensuringpub-
licsafety,fosteringdevelopment,anduphold-
ingtheruleoflaw.Bysimultaneouslyaddress-
ingsocio-economicgrievancesandenhancing
securitymeasures, theMaharashtragovern-
mentisworkingtowardsaholisticsolutionto
theNaxalproblem.
I urgeyour readers to consider the com-

prehensive strategy being implemented,
which includes both the new legislative
measuresandsignificantdevelopmentalini-
tiatives. It isthroughthisdualapproachthat
Maharashtra can hope to eradicate the
scourge of Naxalism and secure a peaceful
andprosperous future forall its citizens.

Thewriter is vicepresident,MumbaiBJPand
managingpartner, ParinamLawAssociates

Hitesh Jain

AT6AM,onAugust9,2018,oneofus(Unny)
received a frantic call from theirmother in-
forming that their house in Palakkad is get-
ting flooded and that thewater level in the
canal adjoining theKalpathy river is rapidly
increasing.Laterthatday,theshuttersof the
Malampuzha Damwere opened, further
raisingthewaterlevelinthecanal.Theflood
that ensued sank the family’s car anddam-
aged appliances and furniture, andwith it,
theability toenjoy the rain.
Every year since 2018, many Keralites

have gotten into the habit of moving their
valuablesupstairswhen the rains getheav-
ier. Neighbourhoods remain in a constant
state of preparedness and anxiety every
monsoon season. On Tuesday morning,
cameanothercall,a familiarnoteofpanic in
thevoice. Thehousewas floodedagain.
Keralaisastatewhoseresiliencehasbeen

tested time and time again. Monsoons are
nowwelcomedwithagreatdeal of caution
andworry.Homes, livelihoods,andafeeling
ofpeaceandsafetyare losteveryyear.Since
2018, therehavebeen fivesevere landslides
— in Kozhikode, Palakkad, Wayanad and
Malappuramdistricts — inwhich a total of
160 people have been reported dead.
According to the central government data,
Kerala faced the highest number of land-
slides between 2015 and 2022. Out of the
3,782 landslides reported in the country,
2,239were reported fromKerala.
The enormity of the 2024 landslides in

Wayanad can be conveyedwith this fact —
twovillageshavebeenwashedawayentirely,
Madikkai andChooralmala. Thesewerevil-
lages, home to roughly 1,000 people each,
thatbuzzedwithactivity tillMondaynight.
Therainshavenotabatedandare impeding
the rescueandrelief activities.
Kerala’s annual landslide problem has

againputthespotlightonthereportsof the
MadhavGadgilCommittee(2011)andtheK

Kerala is a state whose
resilience has been tested
time and time again.
Monsoons are now
welcomed with a great deal
of caution and worry.
Homes, livelihoods, and a
feeling of peace and safety
are lost every year. Since
2018, there have been five
severe landslides — in
Kozhikode, Palakkad,
Wayanad and Malappuram
districts — in which a total
of 160 people have been
reported dead. According to
the central government data,
Kerala faced the highest
number of landslides
between 2015 and 2022. Out
of the 3,782 landslides
reported in the country,
2,239 were reported
from Kerala.

Kasturirangan-led High Level Working
Group (2013), as well as the resistance to
their recommendations. The areas of
Wayanadthathavebeendevastatedbythe
landslidewereamongthosethatwererec-
ommended to be demarcated as
Ecologically Sensitive Areas by the Gadgil
Committee. These areas were, in turn,
graded intothreecategoriesbasedontheir
environmental fragility.Several restrictions
were proposed to be placed on construc-
tion and developmental activities, includ-
ing a ban onmining, quarrying, polluting
factories etc. According to the Gadgil
Committee Report, in the Ecologically
Sensitive Area-1, no forest land could be
changedtonon-forest landandagricultural
land could not be changed to non-agricul-
tural land. The report also stated that
SulthanBathery,Vayittiri,andManantavadi
inKerala’sWayanaddistrictwereespecially
vulnerable and therefore needed to be
placed inthehighestcategoryof ecological
sensitivity. Similarly, Perinthalmanna and
Tirur taluks in Malappuram were to be
placed in the ESZ- II category. The report
also highlighted the importance of involv-
ing local communities in any conservation
effort and ensuring that their livelihoods
arenotadverselyaffectedbythesepolicies.
Italsorecommendedthattourisminthere-
gion be regulated to ensure that it
remains environmentally sustainable
and does not disrupt the region's fragile
ecological balance.
The recommendation to prohibit

change of land-use subsequently led to a
group of farmers protesting in the hilly re-
gions. Protests spearheadedbyall sections
of the political class erupted in 2013 in
Keralaandothersouthernstatesagainstthe
perceived imposition of the report on the
public, without stakeholder consultation.
Even though there were claims that the

protestswereorganisedatthebehestof the
mining mafia, the threat of being evicted
rangtooclosetohomefor thesettler-farm-
ers in the high ranges. Both theGadgil and
KasturiranganCommitteereportswerealso
criticised by various sections as being too
“environmentally forward” and not
being people-centric enough. The public
pressure forced the government at all
levels from carrying out any of the meas-
ures they recommended.
It is said that the only thing natural

about a natural disaster is the event itself.
Ineveryphase, fromthecauseandthevul-
nerabilities tothepreparednessandthere-
sponse, many years of action and inaction
determine theoutcomes. Inaway, someof
the course of the disaster is predictable. In
light of the heart-wrenching stories one is
hearing fromWayanad today, it is perhaps
time to not just rebuild, but build better.
This includes not just rescuing people and
communities fromthepresentdisaster,but
also building safeguards against all such
tragedies in the future.
At the same time,Wayanad’s story tells

us that environmental conservationcannot
beatop-downendeavour.Adoptionof con-
servationmeasuresrequiresthesupportand
participationof thepeople.Thismeans that
thepoliciesmustalsostrivetoovercomethe
binaryofenvironmentversusdevelopment.
Inthecomingyears,wearelikelytowitness
moreandmoreextremeweatherevents, in-
tensifying vulnerabilities in disaster-prone
stateslikeKerala.Ourpeopledeservethein-
frastructure,politicalwill,andenvironmen-
talpoliciesthattakeintoaccounttheirneeds
and livelihoods.

Unny isanAdvocateonRecordat the
SupremeCourtandVasudevan isan
environmentandclimatechange

professionalbased inDelhi

THE SLIPPING LAND
Wayanadtragedy isawarningof theperilsof ignoringecology

andscience indevelopmentplanning

THEMOUNTINGTOLL inWayanad is a grim reminder of thedangers of giving
short shrift to Kerala's ecological frailties.Warningswere issuedmore than a
decadeagoby twoexpert committees thatmapped theeco-sensitivityof the
WesternGhatsingreatdetail. In2011,apanelchairedbytheeminentecologist

MadhavGadgil underlined the need to regulate developmental activities in the entire
1,60,000sqkmstretchof theGhats.TheGadgil committee's recommendationsweremet
with resistancebyall statesandpartiesacross thepolitical spectrumin thebiodiverse re-
gion,especiallyinKeralaandKarnataka.Twoyearslater,aHighLevelWorkingGroup(HLWG)
headedbyscientistKKasturirangansoughttostrikeanewbalancebetweenenvironment
anddevelopment. It recommendedthat37percentof theWesternGhatsbedemarcated
asanecologicallysensitivearea(ESA)andcalledforacompletebanonminingandquarry-
ing in these protected zones. TheHLWGreport,whose suggestions too remain onpaper,
hadincludedpartsofWayanadwherelandslidesstruckonTuesday.TheGadgilcommittee,
likewise,demarcatedtheareareelingunderthetragedyas“highlysensitive”.
About half of Kerala comprises hills andmountainous regionswith slopes greater

than 20 degrees. The construction boomof recent decades has stripped the once lush
hillsof thestateof theirforests.A2022studyintheInternationalJournalofEnvironment
andPublicHealthrevealedthatWayanadhadlost60percentof itsforestsbetween1950
and 2018. The erosion of the green cover hasmade Kerala susceptible to landslides. In
July2022, theMinistryof EarthSciences informed theLokSabha thatKeralawitnessed
thehighestnumberofmajorlandslidesinthecountrysince2015—nearly60percentof
landslidesinthisseven-yearperiodwerereportedfromthestate.Thereweremajorland-
slides during the floods of 2018, including inWayanad. ISRO’s LandslideAtlas, released
lastyear, lists thedistrict amongthe top15regionsprone tosuchdisasters.
Wayanad,alongwithKasargod,CalicutandMalappuramdistricts,hasbeenreceiving

above-averagerainfallforthepasttwoweeks,largelybecausethewarmingoftheArabian
Sea has led to the formation of a deep cloud system over parts of theWestern Ghats.
ClimatescientistssaythatthesoutheastArabianSeaisbecomingwarmer,causingtheat-
mosphere above this region, including inKerala, to become thermodynamically unsta-
ble. It's tooearly to link theWayanad tragedy to climate change.However, it's clear that
theexcessiverainfalldisturbedthealreadyfragilegeologyof theregion.TheIMDhadin-
dicated thepossibilityof landslides twodaysbefore the tragedy.Butvery little couldbe
donetoprevent itbecauseKerala, likemost Indianstates,doesnothavea landslidemit-
igationplan. Itdoeshave landslidemaps,but therearenostudies thatexplain the route
a landslidecan takeonce ithasbeen triggered. Thesemapscanbecomeeffectivewarn-
ing tools only if the state government— and the political class — summons thewill to
payheedtoscience,whileplanningdevelopmental activities.

ON THE PRECIPICE
AssassinationofHamas leader, airstrike inBeirut,make
ceasefirebetweenIsraelandHamasall themoredistant

HOWCANMEDIATIONsucceedwhenonepartyassassinatesthenegotiator?”
The question posed by Qatar's PrimeMinister SheikhMohammed bin
AbdulrahmanAlThani—Qatarisamediatorintheceasefirenegotiationsbe-
tweenHamasandIsrael—intheaftermathoftheassassination,allegedlyby

Israel, of Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas's politburo and one of its primary negotiators,
frames the fundamental issue in theMiddle East. TheBenjaminNetanyahugovernment,
seeminglyimmunetointernationalpressureorcriticism,isplayingamaximalistgamethat
makesanegotiatedpeaceamoredistantpossibility.Thenumberofdeaths inGazaisnow
atnearly40,000andinjuriesareovertwicethatnumber.Lessthan24hoursbeforeHaniyeh's
killinginTehran,IsraelclaimedithadkilledaHezbollahcommanderinanairstrikeinBeirut.
IsraelmustknowthatthishardmilitarismdoesmorethanjustmakePalestinians,andthe
region,moreinsecure—italsodamagesitsownsocialandpolitical fabric irretrievably.
Haniyeh'sassassinationandtheBeirutstrikethreatentoexpandtheconflictintoanall-

outregionalwar. Iran'sSupremeLeaderandRevolutionaryGuardsCouncil(IRGC)haveal-
readyspokenof retaliation, including throughthe“axisof Resistance”—atermituses for
thenetworkofnon-stateactors includingHamas,HezbollahandtheHouthis thatareen-
gagedinvariousdegreesofconflictwithIsrael.TheassassinationonIraniansoilshowsthe
depthof Israel'spenetrationof itssecurityshield.TheIRGCcannotappeartobeweak,and
itmaywellbethecasethatthecycleofviolence—throughproxiesandagents, ifnotmore
directly—couldcontinueandescalate.Indiahashugeeconomicstakesintheregion,apart
fromitscommitmenttopeace, thatareendangeredbytheconflict. Inadditiontotheesti-
mated8.9millionmigrantworkers,ithasmuchtogainfromtheIndia-Middle-East-Europe
EconomicCorridor(IMEC),announcedattheG20summitinNewDelhi lastyear.Without
peaceandstability, theIMECcannottakeoff.AsafriendtoIsraelaswellasPalestine,Delhi
shouldcontinuetodoall itcantobringbothsidestothenegotiatingtable.
Earlierthisweek,Israel'smilitarypoliceweresurroundedbyright-wingprotesters—en-

dorsedbysomeleadersoftherulingcoalition—afterthearrestofsoldiersaccusedofabuse
of Palestinians in a detention facility. In essence, hate and impunitywere being champi-
onedoverdueprocess.Foracountrythatpledgescommitmenttotheruleoflaw,thatshould
beunacceptable.Netanyahumustrealisethattherearenowinners inthiswar.

QUIET HIRING
Arecipe forburnout, itmaynotbethestaffingsolution

thatHRmanagersbelieve it tobe

JOHNMAYNARDKEYNEShaditwrong.In1930,theeconomistclaimedthatinthefu-
ture, capital and technological progresswould ensure that everyonewouldwork a
15-hourweekandthe“permanentproblem”wouldbe figuringouthowto“occupy
leisure”.Keyneshadnotaccounted for today’shumanresourcesdepartmentwhich

isensuringthat far fromhavingmoreleisuretime,workersarenowsaddledwithrespon-
sibilitiesaboveandbeyondtheirjobs--withoutmatchingthemwithapromotionoraraise.
Welcometotheeraof“quiethiring”,amanagementripostetorecentemployeetrends

such as “quiet quitting” (doing nothingmore than theminimumrequirements of one’s
jobs),“reesenteeism”(stayinginajoboneloathesanddoingaslittleaspossible)and“quiet
vacationing”(takingtimeoffwithout informingone’semployers). Inbrief,quiethiringin-
volveseschewingthetraditional routeof interviewingandhiringnewtalent foropenpo-
sitions and, instead, identifying eager-to-please existing employeeswho can be bread-
crumbedintoacceptingmorework—“goingtheextramile”,astheysayontheHRfloor--
withthepromise,fingerscrossed,ofbeing“considered”forpromotionsandotherrewards.
Fromtheemployers’perspective,anoptimumuseofcompanyresourcesandaconvenient
waytosavemoneyonhiring; fromtheemployees’perspective, a recipe for those familiar
ailmentsofmodernwork-life--burnout, resentment,depression.
It ispossiblethatthoseresortingtoquiethiringmaynotbeappreciatingtheironybuilt

intothis latest tactic:That itcould leadtooverworkedemployeesquitting, thus leadingto
evenmoreopenpositions thatwouldneedtobe filled.But for that, of course, theywould
have to see employees not as “resources” to be “maximised”, but as humanbeingswith
hopesanddreamsofbeing,anddoing,morethanthelatesttaskassignedtothem.

FIGHT IN J&K HOUSE
GMSHAH, CHIEFMINISTER, won a vote of
confidence in the Jammu and Kashmir
LegislativeAssemblyaftertheSpeaker,Wali
MohammadItoo,wasvotedoutandMangat
RamSharma,seniorCongress(I) leaderwas
electedtheSpeaker.TheOppositionwalked
outafteranoisywrangle.Thevoteoccurred
amid fistfighting between pro-Farooq and
Congress (I)members.

RUSHDIE APOLOGISES
SALMANRUSHDIEHAS expressed “sincere
apologies” toPrimeMinister IndiraGandhi,

forthepassagehewroteconcerningherand
her family in his award-winning book
Midnight’sChildren.Thepublishershavealso
apologised. Theapologiesweremade in re-
sponse toa libelwrit filedbyMrsGandhi.

MCD IN DENIAL
THEDELHIMUNICIPALCorporationhasde-
vised a novelway of keeping the incidence
of malaria low— by not registering a large
number of positive cases. While malaria
ragesall over thecity, thecivicbodycontin-
ues to claim that the disease is well under
control. Many patients who were turned
away by the corporation dispensaries after

beingtoldthattheirbloodtest formalaria is
negative,havebeengoingtoprivatedoctors
onlytodiscoverthatthefevertheyaresuffer-
ing fromismalaria.

ATHLETES DISAPPOINT
INDIANMARKSMENCONTINUEDtoputon
a disappointing performance in the 23rd
Summer Olympicswith the country’s best
bet, Randhir Singh, finishing a poor 31st in
Olympic trap shooting. On the second day,
Randhirfetched68outof75,takinghistotal
tally to 134/150. Also dismalwas Bhagirath
Samai’sperformance,whofinished45thout
of 71 in thesmallbore free rifleevent.

AUGUST 1, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO

In lightof theheart-wrenching images fromKerala
today, it is timetonot just rebuild,butbuildbetter

A Wayanad story

Mukund PUnny andAathiraVasudevan

DEAREDITOR,
I DISAGREE

Afortnightlycolumnin
whichweinvite readers to
telluswhy,whenthey
differwith theeditorial

positionsornewscoverage
of ‘TheIndianExpress’
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“Tokenism will never lead to women’s empowerment; it will prove detrimental to
the realisation of our dreams. Gender equality requires more than symbolic
gestures; it demands substantive change in how we treat women.”

—THEKATHMANDUPOSTTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

An eye
on debt

BIDEN’S HYPOCRISY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Tightrope in the wind’ (IE, July 31).
This year’s Quad meeting of foreign
ministersseemedtobeaholdingoper-
ation.TheQuadavoidsdescriptionsof
it as a security grouping, and has not
named China in any of its statements
thus far.But thereason for thegroup’s
existenceagainstChinesebelligerence
andquest for supremacy is evident in
the calls for “a free and open Indo-
Pacific”where“nocountrydominates
andno country is dominated”. India’s
tightrope walk on Russia’s war in
Ukrainewasput to thetestonceagain
as the meeting expressed “deepest
concern”. Regardless, theQuad’s con-
cern for Ukraine and Gaza would
sound more sincere if the Biden ad-
ministrationstoppedpumpingmoney
andweapons into the twowars.

KhokanDas,Kolkata

RESPONSE TO CASTEISM
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Caste
questions for Rahul’ (IE, July 31). It is
evident from reports of rising caste
atrocities across the country that the
RSS continues to struggle with the
vexed issue of caste discrimination.
RSS-BJP’s rejectionof socio-economic
caste survey defies logic, given that
such information helps the govern-
ment’s formulation of effective wel-
fare programs. Rahul Gandhi’s advo-
cacy for a caste census by calling out
caste identities in public culture dur-
inghis budget speechmayappear of-
fensive to sensibilities of the privi-
leged. But let us not ignore the
prevailing public culture of stigmati-

sationandhumiliationheapedonSC,
ST, OBCs employees in public and of-
fices. Rahul Gandhi has tried to en-
thusemarginalisedgroups toopenup
against casteism.

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

A NECESSARY EVIL
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘RSS
smoke and mirrors’ (IE, July 31).The
RSS can also be arguedas anecessary
evil,playingacrucial role inprotecting
and preserving our cultural values.
Historical figures like Gandhi and
Hedgewar,despitetheirdifferingprin-
ciples, emphasised the value of na-
tionalism. Similar to the Gulf nations
where religionplaysa significant role
in fosteringcooperation,our religious
conservatismmaybecritiquedbyout-
siders — yet, it preserves our Hindu
cultural roots andhistory.

ShaswatJena,Ghaziabad

INDIA, THE MEDIATOR
THISREFERSTO the article, ‘Not some-
bodyelse’swar’(IE,July31).Unlikeinthe
past, today’s India has necessary eco-
nomicandpoliticalheft tobecomease-
riousactorininfluencingEuropeansecu-
rityarchitectureandplayingmediatorin
international conflicts. Itwill help India
in countering Chinese geopolitical de-
signsbesidesbalancingherover-depend-
enceontheUS.AccesstoEuropeantech-
nologywillhelpIndiainbridgingthegap
especially in the security domain.Most
importantly,sinceIndiahasnobaggagein
European affairs, both Russia and
Ukraine,inprinciple,willhavenoserious
objectionsif Indiaplaysthemediator.

ShubhadaH,viaemail

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Apart from the professed
aim of ‘I want to change the
country’, what is it exactly
that is pushing these
aspirants through uncertain
loops of study-revise-restart?
Home is a place that comes
up occasionally but is it the
source of the pressure
students take upon
themselves? And what
happens when all the
chances are exhausted?

a systemwhere thewinner takesall doesn’t
ever pierce the nostalgia-cloakedworld of
classes, friendshipsandcrammedPGdigs.
And there can be somuch darkness in a

racewhere there is notmuch space on the
podium. As a character in 12th Fail tells an-
other, “Of the two lakhHindimediumaspi-
rants,only25to30becomeIASorIPS.Forthe
rest, it’sbacktozeroandthenre-start.”
BackinOldRajinderNagar,theonce-aspi-

rant, now-teacher, tells his class, “Here you
willseecountlessstoriesofhopesanddisap-
pointments.Somestoriesstartedandended
here.Butsomestoriesmadehistory.”
It isperhaps in thenatureofmotivational

storiesandfilmsthatweforgetthecharacters
whosedreamsfellbythesideandremember
—andare inspiredby—theoneswhomade
history. The aspirantwhogot through in the
last attempt, theonewhomade it despite all
odds. For therestwhodidn’tmake it, there is
alwaystherestartbutton.ButforOldRajinder
Nagar,theirstorystartedandendedhere.

devyani.onial@expressindia.com

IN A COACHING class in Old RajinderNagar
intheOTTseriesAspirants,ateacher,oncean
IAS aspirant himself, sums up twoways of
changing the country. One is from the bot-
tom— as a labourer, a farmer, through ac-
tivism.Theother,he says, is fromthe top,by
becominganIAS, IPSor IRSofficer.
There are no prizes for guessingwhich

way most people would want to take to
change the country — and their circum-
stances.SoAbhilashSharmafromAspirants,
a series which started streaming on Prime
Video in 2021 and got a second season last
October,andManojKumarSharmafromthe
film12thFail(2023),a“Hindimediumtype”
from the badlands of Chambal whomakes
Delhi’s other coaching hub, Mukherjee
Nagar, his home, give it their all to succeed
atthecivilservicesexamination.Thetwoen-
tertainerschronicle thegritanddetermina-
tionofsuchaspirants,puttingthelensonthis
obsessive world of studies and revisions,
coachingclasses,andthequesttocrackcom-
petitiveexams.
The UPSC (Union Public Service

Commission), as it came to be known after
India adopted its Constitution in 1950, con-
ducts examinations for recruitment of offi-
cers to theAll India Services and theCentral
Civil Services. A legacyof theBritishRaj, the
prestige and the sheen of the civil services,
the competitive examinations for which
started in1855andwereearlierheldonly in
London, has remained intact over the cen-
turies. If anything, the on-screen depiction
hasonlyburnishedthecivil services’halo.
At present, over onemillion candidates

compete for just arounda thousand seats in
the civil services, ensuringmoreheartbreaks
thanhigh fives. Through the cinematic jour-
neyoftheseaspirants,weseewhatbeingabu-
reaucratmeanstoalargesectionof Indiathat
wants to claw its way out of a system so
arrangedagainst it that itwants tobecomea
part of it. In 12th Fail,Manoj’s character, in-
spiredbyareallifepoliceofficerandplayedby
actorVikrantMassey,whowonseveralacco-
ladesforit,hashadaroughride.Hisfatherhas
been suspended for hitting a corrupt officer,
his brotherhashada run-inwith thehench-
manofanMLAandbeenframed,andtheonly
personwhohasshownintegrityandstoodup
torogueauthorityisapoliceofficer.Anofficer
whohadstoppedcheatinginManoj’sschool,
inspiring him to join the police force. So, for
Manoj,theuniformisvestedwiththepowerto
undopastinjusticesandactforfuturegood.
Meanwhile, in Aspirants, as the camera

pans over the congested streets of Old
RajinderNagarinDelhi,youknowyouarein
the“MeccaofUPSC”.Thecoachinginstitutes,
aroundwhich spin theworldof civil service
aspirants, thebook-lined shops, the conver-
sations over prelims,mains, number of at-
tempts, and theadvice that comes freewith
the chai, capture an ecosystem that swings
madlybetweenhopeanddisappointment.
The vibe is right and the screen stories,

helpedbynuancedacting,managetochron-
icle thestruggles, friendships, triumphsand

failures of the students, butwhat theydon’t
reallyconveyisthecrushingweightofexpec-
tationsandwhatpressurecandototheseas-
pirants. Apart from the professed aim of “I
want to change the country”, what is it ex-
actlythatispushingtheseaspirantsthrough
uncertain loops of study-revise-restart?
Home is aplace that comesupoccasionally,
but is it the source of the pressure students
take upon themselves? Andwhat happens
when all the chances are exhausted and, as
one character says, you look back and six
yearsof your lifehave justvanished?
Then there are issues such as dangerous

infrastructure, high fees andquality of serv-
icesofferedbycoachingcentres,allofwhich
have come to light after the tragic death of
three civil services aspirantswho drowned
inan illegal basement inOldRajinderNagar
onJuly27, thatnever takecentrestage.
The genial teacher, that one “bhaiyya”

whoisonhislastexamattemptbutisalways
readytohelpothers,bluntthetoxicenviron-
ment,bothphysicalandmental,thatstudents
oftenendure.Thedarknessthataccompanies

Hope and heartbreak

EACH OF THE Indian states is unique in
terms of the factors that support its econ-
omyandthechallenges it faces inmeeting
its developmental goals. Fiscal outcomes
tendtovaryacrossthestates,bothinterms
of the size of their deficits aswell as their
stockofdebt.Thisisinspiteofthecommon
rulesregardingborrowings,whichareelab-
orated intheConstitutionof India.
Goingahead, the recommendationsof

the16thFinanceCommissionwillguidethe
sizeofthefiscaldeficitatthestatelevelfrom
2026-2027 to 2030-31.We are working
with the assumption that the state fiscal
deficitwill remain pegged at 3 per cent of
GDPover themediumterm.Thiswill then
provide an anchor for the net borrowing
ceiling (NBC) that is calculated by the
Governmentof India (GoI) andcommuni-
catedtoeachstateatthebeginningofevery
financialyear.Theamounttoberedeemed
ina fiscal is added to the individualNBCto
arrive at the gross borrowings that states
arepermittedtoundertakeeachyear.
Loans from the Centre used to be the

chiefsourceofstategovernmentdebtuntil
the 12th Finance Commission recom-
mended that the Centre disintermediate
fromstateborrowings.Since2006-07,mar-
ketborrowingshaveemergedas themain
sourceoffundingthegapbetweenthestate
governments revenues and expenditures.
More recently, states’market borrowings
surgedtoRs10.1trillionin2023-24fromRs
4.8trillion in2018-19.Atend-March2024,
the stock of state government securities
(SGS)outstandingisestimatedtohaverisen
toRs56.5trillion.Toprovidesomecontext,
thiswas equivalent to around 55 per cent
of the estimated outstanding stock of
Governmentof Indiasecurities(G-secs)on
thatdate.However, intermsofgrowth,the
stockofSGSexpandedatafasterpacethan
that recordedbytheG-secs.
Based on the current stock of debt,we

estimate that the amount of SGS to be re-
deemedwouldjumptoasmuchasRs20.7
trillionduring2025-26and2029-30andRs
18trillioninthefouryearsthereafter,ledby
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,Maharashtra,
Karnataka,andGujarat.Thiswillensurethat
thegrossmarketissuancebythestategov-
ernmentswill remain elevatedduring the
next10years.
The amount borrowedby the states in

eachyearandthetenorof thesecurities is-
sueddeterminestheredemptionprofileof
thestockofmarketborrowings.Upto2011-
12,moststatesborrowedonlyinthe10-year

bucket.However,wehaveseenalotofvari-
ationinrecentyears,withsomestatespre-
ferringshortertenordebt, thatis,below10
years and aminority borrowing between
15and40yearsaswell.
One of the key risks faced by the is-

suersofdebt istheroll-overriskortherisk
of refinancingtheirdebt.Thisriskgetsac-
centuated when the amount to be refi-
nanced is relatively large. The weighted
averagematurityof thestockofdebtout-
standingisausefulwayofgaugingtheex-
tentof roll-overrisk.Alongeraveragema-
turity of the stock would imply that a
relatively smaller portion of debt would
be required to be rolled over in the near-
term. The weighted average maturity of
the stock of SGS outstanding at end-
March 2024 was 8.5 years, up from 6.7
years at end-March2019. Thisbenefitted
from the increase in the proportion of
issuance of more than 10-year papers
by states.
In2023-24,AndhraPradesh,Karnataka,

Kerala,MadhyaPradesh,Punjab,Telangana
andWestBengalborrowed75-100percent
of their total issuance in the longer-tenor
segment. The increasing preference for
longer dated papers reflects the relatively
attractive interest rates for this segment
compared to the short-term rates and
highly front-ended redemptionprofile for
mostofthestates.Atthesametime,Gujarat
and Chhattisgarhwere outliers as over 85
per cent of their borrowing was in the
shorter tenorsecurities inthatyear.
Coming back to the loans from the

Centre.Asmarketborrowingstookoverand
theexistingloanswererepaidtotheCentre,
theirstockoutstandingstartedslidingfairly
rapidly. However, two new forms of such
loans emerged amidst the Covid-19 pan-
demic. One is the back-to-back GST com-
pensation loans,whichwere raisedby the
GoI andon-lent to the states, andare tobe
repaidthroughtheGSTcompensationcess
collections.Anothercategoryisthe50-year
interest-free loans from theCentre,which
were also introduced after the pandemic
started,andhavecontinuedthereafter.
Out of the Rs 2.7 trillionGST compen-

sation loans raised during 2020-21 and
2021-22, theGoI had repaidRs781billion
using the GST compensation cess collec-
tions. Out of the balance, Rs 551 billion is
due for maturity in June and November
2025andRs1.4trillion inApril2026.
Meanwhile,thesizeoftheinterest-free

capex loan scheme has jumpedmanifold
fromRs118billionin2020-21toRs1.3tril-
lion in the budget estimates for this year.
HowmuchtheGoI chooses toallocateun-
der this scheme in the coming yearswill
helpdeterminetheresourceavailabilityof
state governments for capital spending. It
mayalsohavesomeimpactontheamount
theyborrowfromthemarket.

Thewriter isChiefEconomistandHead,
ResearchandOutreach, ICRA

CR Sasikumar

Stategovernmentsare
increasinglyborrowingmore,
whichraisesrolloverrisks

Therecanbesomuchdarkness inaracewhere there isnotmuchspaceonthepodium.What is
itexactly that ispushingUPSCaspirants throughuncertain loopsof study-revise-restart?

IN ANOFFICEmemorandumdated June 3,
the government outlined new guidelines
for arbitration andmediation in contracts
related to domestic public procurement.
While the memorandum ostensibly pro-
motesmediation, itexplicitlysignalsashift
away fromarbitration for government un-
dertakings.Consequently,oncethecurrent
pipeline of arbitration cases dries out, fu-
ture contracts are likely to resort to litiga-
tion through the traditional court system,
therebysignificantly increasingtheburden
onanalready stretched legal system.
Despite representations from industry

bodiesandtheArbitrationBarof Indiaadvis-
ingagainst thismemorandum, itappears,at
least forthetimebeing, tobeafaitaccompli.
This decisionwill have significant neg-

ative repercussions for private litigants,
both individualsandcompanies, for India’s
ranking in the “Easeof DoingBusiness” in-
dex, forForeignDirect Investment(FDI),and
for the legal system as a whole. This deci-
sionwill put additional pressure on the al-
ready overburdened courts, likely causing
delays in final outcomes and increasing
court interference.Theappealsprocesswill
becomemoreextensive,withthepotential
for evidence to be re-evaluated at the first
appeal stage, prolonging the resolution of
disputes.Moreover, given that the govern-
ment will be one of the disputants, it is
likely that litigation will frequently travel

all theway to the SupremeCourt.
The landmark2015amendmentswere

aimed at establishing India as an interna-
tionalarbitrationhub.Theenergy in the le-
gal market, both domestic and interna-
tional,waspalpable.Until2018, themarket
remained upbeat. With minimal judicial
interference, India seemedwellon itsway.
However, repeated calls for third-party
funding legislationandopening the Indian
market to foreign lawyerswentunheeded.
Legislatively, the baffling regression of
reformswasevidentwitheachsubsequent
amendment in 2018, 2019, and 2021,
culminating in the present setback of the
2024memorandum.
Curiously, at the heart of these amend-

ments is the concern that matters are be-
ingresolvedtooquickly.Themainobjective
of the2015amendmentswastoreducethe
time taken in courts. It is baffling that the
very reform that improved India’s “Ease of
DoingBusiness”rankingwouldbereversed
for being too successful!
Another incorrect perception being

bandiedabout is thatarbitrationsarebeing
lostdue to the inferiorqualityorperceived
corruptionof arbitrators.The fact is,weare
speaking intwovoicesonthis issue.Onone
hand, we tout India as an arbitration hub,
emphasising the high-quality talent avail-
able here. On the other hand, we criticise
ourownarbitrators,expectingthe interna-

tionalcommunitytosomehowbuyintoour
contradictory narrative and bring all their
arbitrations to India despite confusing
guidelines on their entry. If we don’t trust
our own arbitrators, whywould the inter-
national community?
Thereal issue,whichnooneiswillingto

address, is that one party often pays their
lawyers poorly which ends up facing a
highly qualified team of lawyers on the
otherside.Arbitrationsarenot lostbecause
of corrupt arbitrators; they are lost due to
bad facts and poor-quality legal represen-
tation.Evenincasesofpoorquality/corrupt
arbitrators, the solution is to tackle the is-
suethroughaccreditationandtraining,not
by banning arbitration and tarnishing an
entire community.
Whiletheinternationalarbitrationcom-

munity awaits clarity on the confounding
rules for their entry, Indianarbitrationwas
survivingdue toa robustdomesticarbitra-
tion market. With the government's exit
fromarbitration,themarket is fastspiralling
towardsdoom.Largedomesticprivatepar-
ties will opt for a foreign seat, leaving
smallerdisputesbetweenprivateparties to
be arbitrated in India. It is not surprising
thatthereissignificantdespondencywithin
the Indian legal market, especially among
arbitrationpractitioners.
While this paints a bleak picture, there

may be a slim ray of hope: An increase in

commercialcourt litigation.Althoughthere
will be a pressing need to enhance capac-
ity, infrastructure,andtrainingtoefficiently
managetheexponential increaseinthevol-
ume of cases and trial management, this
shift could lead to the development of ro-
bust jurisprudence in areas such as dam-
ages, indemnities,discovery,andtrialprin-
ciples. India needs to expand its law on
damages,andpartiesshouldpushformore
frequentuseof indemnities. Litigantsmust
encourage lawyers to think creatively and
utilise the underdeveloped tort law in
Indianjurisprudence.Theincreasedvolume
of commercial litigation will also create a
demandforskilledtrial lawyersadept in lit-
igation, damages, and cross-examination,
ultimately strengthening the overall legal
ecosystem.Allof thiswill,of course, require
substantial investmentbytheGovernment
of India.
Itappearsthat Indianarbitrationisdead

for now. While the immediate future for
India’s arbitration industry seems grim,
there is a glimmer of hope in the potential
for long-term improvements in the coun-
try's legal infrastructure and the develop-
ment of jurisprudence in commercial law.

Thewriter is a practising advocate and
founder of JusContractus, India’s only all-

women law firm specialising in commercial
lawanddisputes

Towards dispute irresolution
Payal Chawla

Newguidelinesforarbitration,mediationdamageasectorwithhugepotential

Aditi Nayar

Devyani Onial
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INPARLIAMENTBudgetSession
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NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEWDELHI, JULY31

COUNTERINGOPPOSITION’Sal-
legations of discrimination to-
wards states in not adhering to
cooperative federalism, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
SitharamanWednesdaysaidthe
Union Budget struck a fine bal-
ancebetweenseveraloverriding
priorities such as growth, wel-
fare,employmentandfiscalcon-
solidation.
Replying to a discussion on

theUnionBudgetinRajyaSabha,
Sitharaman defended the gov-
ernment’srecordoncontrolling
inflationandsaid“Congressmat-
labmehangai” (Congressmeans
price rise).
“Thisbudgetstrikesafinebal-

ance among several overriding
priorities…growth, employ-
ment, welfare spending, capital
investments and fiscal consoli-
dation are all equally given a
place. I had promised in this
House in 2021-22 that the gov-
ernmentwillendeavourtoattain

afiscaldeficittotheGDPlevelbe-
low 4.5% by the year 2025-26...
andwearewellontracktoattain
that target,” shesaid.
Ontheproductionlinkedin-

centive (PLI) scheme, shesaid it
remains attractive for theman-
ufacturing sector. “Together
with the PLI incentive given for
mobiles, India produced 97% of
allmobilephones indemandin
thecountryand30%of produc-
tionhasgone forexportsexclu-

sively,” she said.
RespondingtoformerFinance

minister P Chidambaram’s de-
mand to scrap the Agnipath
scheme, Sitharaman said itwas
broughttokeepthearmedforces
“battle-ready, young and fit”. “I
am sure the former Finance
Minister, who also served as
HomeMinister,understandsthe
nuancesinnationalsecurity.One
of theexpectedoutcomesof the
scheme is thatarmedforceswill

haveamuchyoungerforcebyre-
cruitingthoseintheagegroupof
17.5-21 and retaining only 25%,
reducing the average age of the
Army,”shesaid.
AttackingtheCongressonin-

flation during the UPA regime,
she said that reckless policies
and ineptmeasures led to dou-
bledigitinflationduringthatpe-
riod.“Domesticinflationusedto
be higher than the global aver-
age,” shesaid.
Comparingtheinflationrates

during theNDA andUPA years,
Sitharaman said that the Atal
BihariVajpayeegovernmenthad
left behind a strong economy in
which the inflation ratewas 3%
anditroseto8.1%duringtheUPA
regime. “Over the last decade,
India’s average inflation was
5.1%, lower than the average of
5.8% among emerging
economies. Congress means
mehengai. Even the common
man knows and says Congress
aayi,megengai laayi (Congress
comes,brings inflation).”
Onthemeasurestakenbythe

government to provide relief to

consumers, she said thegovern-
menthas reducedexcise on fuel
and alleged that Congress-ruled
stategovernmentsdidnotreduce
tax on fuel prices. “Every state
triedtoreducefuelprices.Forpo-
litical point scoring, Congress
states did not, inflation there is
higher. The first thing their gov-
ernmentdidinHimachalPradesh
wasincreasethefuelprices.Here
theyasktocontaininflation,there
theyincreaseit,”shesaid.
Emphasising that financial

positionof theUTof J&Khas im-
proved,shesaidthatunlikeother
UTs, J&K is plagued by external
terrorismandtherewasahistor-
ical legacy of “poor governance
and low revenue base”, which
had created a situation of “near
perpetual distress and depend-
enceontheUniongovernment”.
“TheJ&Kbankhasmadeare-

markableturnaround.Fromaloss
ofRs1,139crorein2019-20,ithas
madeaprofitofRs1,700crorein
2023-24.Thisisthekindof turn-
aroundandefficiencywithwhich
thebankisnowbeingrunprofes-
sionally,”shesaid.

ASADREHMAN
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE CONGRESS Wednesday
submitted a notice to move a
privilegemotion against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
sharing on socialmedia “a por-
tion of remarkswhichwere ex-
pungedfromtheproceedingsof
theHouseby theChair”.
Modi had posted a YouTube

link of BJPMP Anurag Thakur’s
speechintheLokSabhaTuesday,
portions of which were ex-
pungedbytheChair.
The notice for the motion

was moved by former Punjab
Chief Minister and now
Jalandhar MP Charanjit Singh
Channi under Rule 222 of the
Rules of Procedure that gives a
member the power – with the
consent of the Speaker – to
raise a question involving a
breach of privilege either of a
member of the House or of a
Committee.
“Iherebygivenoticetomove

a privilege motion under Rule
222 of the Rules of Procedure
andConduct of Business in Lok
Sabha against the Prime
Minister forhaving tweetedon
X a portion of remarks which
were expunged from the pro-
ceedings of the House by the
Chair,” readtheletterbyChanni
submittedtoLokSabhaSpeaker
OmBirla.
“On30July,2024,certainob-

jectionable remarks made by
Shri Anurag Singh Thakurwere

expungedfromtheproceedings
of theHousebytheSpeaker,Lok
Sabha. Relevant extracts from
proceedings are enclosed,” said
the letter.
The letter further said that it

is “shocking to note that these
expunged portions had been
tweeted by the PrimeMinister
onX...”
“As laid down in Practice

andProcedureofParliamentby
Kaul & Shakdher (7th Edition),
it is well established that: ‘The
effect in law of an order of the
Speaker expunging words, re-
marks or a portion of the pro-
ceedings isas if thosewords/re-
marks or that portion of the
proceedings had never been
spoken. Publication of the ex-
punged words or expressions
would amount to a breach of
privilege’.”
ThelettersaidthatthePrime

Ministerpostingtheremarkson
social media which “had been

expungedfromtheproceedings
of LokSabhaclearlyamounts to
a breach of privilege and con-
temptof theHouse”.
“I, therefore, contemplate to

move a privilege motion
against thePrimeMinister and
requestyoutopleaseadmitmy
motionandpermitmetomove
the same. Request that privi-
lege proceedingsmay be initi-
ated against the Prime
Minister,” he said.
On Tuesday in the Lok

Sabha, UnionMinister Anurag
Thakur, who did not name
Gandhi but targeted him over
his demand for caste-based
census, said, “Jiski jaat ka pata
nahin,wohgananaki baat karta
hai (The personwhose caste is
notknowntalksaboutcensus).”
Theremark led toanuproar

and SP’s Akhilesh Yadav ques-
tioned how anyone could ask
about a person’s caste in the
House. Jagdambika Pal, who
was chairing the proceedings,
said nobody should ask about
anyone’scaste intheHouseand
that hewould expunge the re-
mark. But until Wednesday
evening, there was no official
communicationontheremoval
of the remark from the House
records.
PostingaYouTubelinktothe

speech of Thakur on X, Modi
said, “This speech bymy young
and energetic colleague, Shri
AnuragThakur is amusthear.A
perfectmixof factsandhumour,
exposingthedirtypoliticsof the
INDIAlliance.”

Congress MP Channi moves
privilege motion against PM
for sharing ‘expunged’ remarks

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, JULY31

RAJYASABHAchairmanJagdeep
DhankharWednesdaycameout
in support of theRSS, saying the
organisation had “unimpeach-
ablecredentials”andhadConstit-
utionalrightstocontributetothe
developmentof thenation.
While asking a supplemen-

taryquestionabouttheNTAdur-
ingQuestionHour in theUpper
House,SPMPRamjiLalSumanal-
legedthatthegovernment’smain
criterionforappointmentswasif
apersonbelongstotheRSS,citing
a report in The Indian Express
aboutrecommendationsfromthe
RSSforappointments.
Takingexceptiontothecom-

ment, the Chairman asked
Suman to stick to asking his
question.WhenLoPMallikarjun
KhargesaidDhankharshouldal-
lowthemembertospeakaslong
asruleswerebeingfollowed,the
Chairman responded Suman
had “trampled the Constitution
of India”.
“RSSisanorganisationwhichis

aglobalthinktankofthehighestor-
der... Iwillnotpermithonourable
membertosingleoutanorganisa-
tionwhich isdoingnationalserv-
ice... IherebyrulethatRSSisanor-
ganisation that has full
constitutionalrightstoparticipate
inthedevelopmentjourneyofthis
nation. This organisation bears
unimpeachablecredentials, com-
prisespeoplewhoaredeeplycom-
mitted toserving thenationself-
lessly. To take exception that a
memberof thisorganisationcan-
not participate indevelopment
journeyofthenationisnotonlyun-
constitutional, but beyond the
rules,”hesaid.
“... if we take exception like

this,itisindicativeofundemocra-
tic situations. It is antithetical to
thepreambleofourConstitution...
I increasinglyfindthatpeopleare
engaging into divisive activities.

This is aperniciousdesign, a sin-
istermechanismtorundownthe
growthof thecountry,”hesaid.
Hesaidanyorganisation, in-

cluding the RSS,was entitled to
contribute to the journey of the
nation.Recently, theCentrehad
liftedrestrictionsongovernment
employees participating in RSS
activities. Department of
PersonnelandTrainingonJuly9
issued theofficememorandum
removing mention of the RSS
fromOMs from1966, 1970 and
1980 that banned government
employeesfromengaginginRSS
activities.
WhileDhankharwasspeaking,

OppositionMPswalkedoutbutre-
turnedtotheHouseshortlyafter.
The chairman’s remarks

sprangfromthequestionbyShiv
SenaMPPriyankaChaturvedion
NTAfunctioningandactiontaken
regarding the alleged irregulari-
ties and leaks inNEET (UG) and
UGCNETexamlastmonth.Educ-
ationMinisterDharmendraPrad-
hansaidtherevisedresultofNEET
(UG)2024hadbeendeclaredon
July 26 and the UGCNET 2024
examhadbeencancelled.
AskedbyChaturvediaboutac-

tiontakenagainstthecoachingin-
dustry,hesaid:“Ihavenohesita-
tion in saying coaching centres
shouldnotbethere.Wewillhave
tobringstudentsoutoftheworld
ofcoachingcentres.”

Dhankhar: RSS global
think tank of highest
order, its credentials
are unimpeachable

RajyaSabhaChairman
JagdeepDhankhar,Monday

JalandharMPCharanjit
SinghChanni

InRS,SitharamansaysAgnipathbrought tokeeptheArmedForcesbattle-ready,youngandfit

Budgetbalancesgrowth,welfare, saysFM,
attacksCongresson inflationduringUPA

UnionFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanspeaks inthe
RajyaSabhaonWednesday.PTI

LALMANIVERMA
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ALTHOUGHIMRANMasoodhas
become the Lok SabhaMP for
thefirsttimenow,hehasbeena
prominentfaceinwesternUttar
Pradeshpoliticsforseveralyears.
IntherecentLokSabhapolls,

Masood, 54, won from the
Saharanpurconstituencyonthe
Congress ticket, defeating the
BJP’sRaghavLakhanpal,withthe
BSP’sMajidAli finishing third.
Masood is carrying forward

the political legacy of his family,
whichhasbeeninfluential inthe
Saharanpur belt for decades.
Knownearlier for his controver-
sial remarks, heworked on his
imageasaMuslimhardlinerover

thelastfewyears,refrainingfrom
commenting on the communal
issues. Instead, he tried to reach
out toHinduvoters, andwas of-
ten seen saying, “Rammilenge
maryada se jeene mein, Ram
milengeHanumanke seenemein
(Youwill findRambylivingwith
dignityandinHanuman'sheart).”
Last week, Masood inaugu-

rated a “Kanwar camp” in his
constituency for “Shiv Bhakt
Kanwariyas”, where he served
themfoodand fruits.
Masood’s great-grandfather

QaziQayumAhmedwaselected
the chairmanof Gangoharea in
1923,whilehisgrandfatherQazi
Masood Ahmed served as the
Gangoh Nagar Palika Parishad
chairman for over 27 years be-
fore he got elected as an

IndependentMLAfromNakurin
1969. Imran’s father Rashid
Masood, too, served as the
GangohMunicipalitychairman.
However,hewas inspiredby

hisuncleRasheedMasood,who
waselectedMPforthefirst time
fromSaharanpurin1977,getting
electedforthefifthtermfromthe
seatasaSPcandidate in2004.
ImranMasood entered the

mainstream political arena by
contesting the election for the
Saharanpur Nagar Palika
Parishadin2001.By2006,hebe-
came its chairman. In 2007, he
was elected as theMLA for the
firsttimeasanIndependentcan-
didate from theMuzaffarabad
Assembly seat (knownasBehat
since the2008delimitation).
Overtheyears,Masoodgrew

out of the shadow of his uncle,
and in 2012, he was picked by
the Congress as a youth face in
Rahul Gandhi’s team. The same
year, he contested the election
from the Nakur Assembly seat,
but lost to the BSP’s Dharam
SinghSaini inaclose fight.
Justbefore the2014LSpolls,

a video clip surfaced, in which

Masoodwas seen purportedly
threatening Narendra Modi,
thenthePMcandidateoftheBJP,
asheblamedtheBJPandtheRSS
forthe2013Muzaffarnagarriots.
Acasewasregisteredagainst

him for hate speech. In the Lok

Sabhapollsthatfollowed,helost
to theBJP’sRaghavLakhanPal.
Masood’s electoral setbacks

continued in the2017Assembly
and2019LSpolls,inwhichhelost
toBJPandBSP,respectively.
Ahead of 2022UPAssembly

polls,Masoodendedhisassocia-
tionwiththeCongresstojointhe
SP.ButinOctoberthatsameyear,
he left the SP to join the BSP,
where hewas immediately na-
med its coordinator forwestern
UPbypartysupremoMayawati.
But in August 2023,

Mayawati expelled Masood
fromthepartyonchargesof in-
disciplineand"anti-partyactiv-
ities", following which he re-
turned to theCongress. Sources
in theBSPsaid theparty leader-
shipwasupsetwithsomeofhis

media statements, inwhich he
praised topCongress leaders.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Masoodsaid,“Ihavegrownupin
apoliticalfamily.Ibeganwithstu-
dentunionpolitics in1987when
ItookadmissioninLucknowUni-
versity formygraduatedegree. I
amtakingaheadmyfamilylegacy,
toservethepeopleofSaharanpur,
UP,andsocietyatlarge.”
Sharinghisexperienceof the

first session of the 18th Lok
Sabha, theCongressMPsaid, “It
wasencouraging. I got coopera-
tioninParliament.Seniormem-
bers from across parties sup-
portedthenewmembers.When
IconcludedmyHousespeechon
thePresidentialaddress,several
BJPMPs, including twominis-
ters,appreciateditandsaid,aap

bahutachchabole.”
In Parliament's ongoingBud-

get session,Masoodhas several
questions listed.He is also going
to table a privatemember's Bill.
“SofarIhavenotgotanyopportu-
nitytospeakontheUnionBudget,
butI’lldosoduringthediscussion
ondemandforgrants,”hesaid.
“Whenever I get to speak in

theHouseoverthenextfiveyears,
Iplantoutilisethetime.ForSah-
aranpur,myfirstconcernishealth
services.Ihavesoughttimefrom
theUnionHealthMinistertodis-
cussit,”hesaid.Aboutthediscus-
sions in theHouse so far, he said,
“Undoubtedly, Rahul Gandhi ji
made a superb opening speech.
This time, thegovernmentwon't
be able to ride roughshod. The
Oppositionisinastrongposition.”

NEWHOUSE,
NEWFACES

MasoodbecameanMLAfor
first timein2007
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TAMILNADUrecordedthehigh-
est number of educational loan
applicationsof57,950withpub-
lic sector banks in 2023-24, up
from 30,488 in 2019-20 while
Maharashtrarecordedthehigh-
est number of applications of
15,243withprivatesectorbanks
in 2023-24,more than thrice of
4,892 in 2019-20, according to
theresponsetoaquestioninthe
LokSabha lastweek.
The data from the Indian

Banks’Associationwas submit-
tedbyUnionMinisterofStatefor
EducationSukantaMajumdarin
response to a question from
Janasena PartyMP Balashowry
Vallabhaneni, who had asked if
nearly 90%of educational loans
aregivenbypublicsectorbanks.
Majumdar’s reply states

that theeducation loanamount
disbursed by public sector
banks in 2023-24 was Rs
28,699 crore, while private

banksdisbursedRs7,749crore.
In 2023-24, Maharashtra

was a close second after Tamil
Naduwith 56,947 applications
with public sector banks. In
terms of applicationswith pri-
vate sector banks, Karnataka
camesecondafterMaharashtra
with 9,506 applications in
2023-24.
Publicsectorbanksreceived

4,65,965 education loan appli-
cations in 2023-24, up from
2,87,309 applications in 2019-
20, and 2,26,690 in 2020-21.
However, in2023-24,itwasalit-
tle lower than the4.87 lakh ap-
plications recorded in2022-23.
Last year, in response to a

similar question in the Rajya
Sabhaoneducational loans, the
government had said the loans
disbursedbypublicsectorbanks
has “consistently increased”
since 2018-19, except for 2020-
21, “due to theCovidcrisis.”
Ithadsaidthenthat the loan

amountdisbursedbypublicsec-
tor banks in 2018-19 was Rs
13,784crore.

EDUCATIONAL LOANAPPLICATIONS

Source:Response toaquestion inLokSabha
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MoS: PSBs got highest
education loan requests
from TN in 2023-24

IN ANOTHER FIELD
TrinamoolCongressMPsPrasunBanerjeeandYusufPathanduringtheBudgetSessionof
ParliamentonWednesday.PTI
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WITHASSEMBLYelectionscom-
ing up in key states, Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP)
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
Wednesday said the “mahaul
(publicmood)” is in the party’s
favour while pointing out that
thePMNarendraModi-ledNDA
government continues to be
“self-delusional” even after the
slump in their number of seats
after theLokSabhaelections.
At theCPPmeeting at Samv-

idhan Sadan, Gandhi cautioned
party leaders against compla-
cencyandover-confidentafterthe
goodwill generated for it in the
LokSabhapolls. “TheUniongov-
ernment, especially its top lead-
ership,continuestobeself-delu-
sional as crores of families are
devastated bymounting unem-
ploymentandpricerise,”shesaid.
“Wewould have hoped the

Modi governmentwould draw
the right lessons from their sig-
nificantdecline in theLokSabha

elections. Instead, they are per-
sistingwiththeirpolicyofdivid-
ing communities and spreading
an atmosphere of fear and ani-
mosity.Fortunately,theSupreme
Court intervened at the right
time.But this canonlybea tem-
porary respite,” Sonia said in an
apparentreferencetothestayon
UP and Uttarakhand govern-
ments’KanwarYatrarouteorders.
Commending the role of the

LeadersofOppositioninboththe
Houses and their colleagues, she
said they “spoke out and expre-
ssedourparty’s views forcefully,
alongwithother INDIAblocpar-
ties,duringthedebateonMotion

of Thanks on the President’s
Address.” Criticising the Budget
for “ignoring the pressing de-
mands of farmers and youth in
particular”,shesaidoverthepast
fewdays,manyoftheOpposition
MPshave“effectivelybroughtout
theBudget’smanyinadequacies”
“Allocationsinanumberofvi-

talsectorshavenotdonejusticeto
the tasks required tobe fulfilled.
There iswidespreaddisappoint-
ment in spite of PM Narendra
Modi, FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharamanandotherstalkingup
the Budget and its so-called ac-
complishments,”shesaid.
Regarding the security situa-

tioninJ&KandManipur,shesaid,
“Over thepast fewweeks, there
havebeenatleast11terrorattacks
intheJammuregionalone.There
have been similar attacks in the
Valleyaswell.Securitypersonnel
andmanycivilianshavelosttheir
lives. Thismakes amockery of
claimmadebyModigovernment
thatalliswellinJ&K.Thesituation
inManipur showsnosignof any
improvement.ThePMsteadfastly
refusestogotothestate.”

NewDelhi:Theintroductionofa
Bill to replace the British Era
Aircraft Act, 1934 ran into trou-
bleintheLokSabhaWednesday
following the Opposition’s ob-
jectiontoithavingaHindiname.
After Civil AviationMinister

RamamohanNaidu introduced
the Bill, Bharatiya Vayuyan
Vidheyak, 2024, RSP MP N K
Premachandranopposed it, say-
ing,“Thenameof theoriginalBill
wasAircraftBill,1934.Thetitleof
the Billwas in English. The con-
tentof (this)Bill isalsoinEnglish.
Butthegovernmentjustwantsto
change the nameof the Bill. For
peoplefromSouthIndia,itisvery
difficult to even pronounce
BharatiyaVayuyanVidheyak.”
Premachandran argued the

BillwasinviolationofArticles348
1B, 120 and 340 of the Consti-
tution.HealsosaidtheBillwasnot
in accordancewith Section 3 of
theOfficialLanguagesAct. ENS

Aviation Bill
opposed in LS
over Hindi name

NewDelhi: Taking exception to
“parivarvaad” remarkmade by
BJPMPGhanshyamTiwariTues-
day, Leader of Opposition in
RajyaSabhaMallikarjunKharge
Wednesday urged Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar to expunge
theremarkthathisentirefamily
was inpolitics.
Kharge said, “I was the only

one frommy family to join poli-
tics — student politics, labour
movement and then became a
Congress member and block
president at the age of 25.”
Dhankhar said hewould exam-
ine the record and expunge any
remarkthathadhurthim. ENS

Kharge: Expunge
‘parivarvaad’
remark against me

SoniaGandhiarrives for the
CPPmeeting,Wednesday. PTI

Cong MP Imran Masood’s journey: Muslim hardliner to Kanwar sewak

PTI

Modi govt ‘self-delusional’, spreading
fear even after election setback: Sonia



“The Company believes that, as
perregulations,GSTisnotapplicable
ontheseexpenses.Additionally,asper
a recent Circular (circular number
210/4/2024dated June26, 2024) is-
suedbytheCentralBoardof Indirect
Taxes and Customs on the recom-
mendationsoftheGSTCouncil,serv-
ices provided by the overseas
branches to the Indianentityarenot
subjecttoGST,”Infosyssaid.
In its notice, theGSTprobewing

has invoked reverse chargemecha-
nism, where the recipient of
goods/servicesassumestheresponsi-
bility for taxpayment, insteadof the
seller. A detailed query sent to the
DGGIdidnotelicitaresponse.
In itsexchangefiling, Infosyssaid

GSTpayments are eligible for credit
orrefundagainstexportofITservices.
“Infosyshaspaidall itsGSTduesand
isfullyincompliancewiththecentral
andstateregulationsonthismatter.”
Theparticularcircularreferredto

by thecompany (No.210/4/2024) is-
suedinJune,whileflaggingthecaseof
importofservicesbyaregisteredper-
soninIndiafromarelatedpersonlo-
cated outside India, stipulates that
“the tax is required tobepaidby the
registeredperson in India under re-
versechargemechanism”.Whilenot-
ing that in suchcases, the registered
person in India is required to issue
self-invoiceunderSection31(3)(f)of
CGST Act and pay tax on reverse
chargebasis,thecircularclarifiesthat
“...incaseswheretheforeignaffiliate
isprovidingcertainservicestothere-
lateddomesticentity,andwherefull
inputtaxcreditisavailabletothesaid
relateddomestic entity, the valueof
suchsupplyofservicesdeclaredinthe
invoiceby the said relateddomestic
entitymaybedeemedasopenmar-
ketvalueintermsofsecondprovisoto
rule28(1)ofCGSTRules.”
“Further,incaseswherefullinput

taxcreditisavailabletotherecipient,
if the invoice is not issuedby the re-
lateddomesticentitywithrespectto
any service providedby the foreign
affiliate to it, the value of such serv-
icesmaybedeemedtobedeclaredas
Nil,andmaybedeemedasopenmar-
ketvalueintermsofsecondprovisoto
rule28(1)ofCGSTRules.”
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Particulars
Quarter

on
30.06.2023

ended Financial year
ended on

31.03.2024

Audited Audited AuditedAudited

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and
exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax)
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital
[Face value ` 1 per share]

Reserves excluding revaluation reserves

Securities premium reserve

Net Worth

Paid-up Debt Capital

Net Debt Equity Ratio

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

NOTICE

` Crore

1,38,247.55

Quarter
on

31.03.2024

endedQuarter
on

30.06.2024

ended

32,959.66

4,699.38

4,462.81

36,540.07 35,486.80 1,40,892.43

6,102.43 5,687.98 22,983.34

5,460.71 5,676.74 9,347.66

3,329.03 4,083.19 5,214.17 5,507.63

3,482.94 4,257.43

1,222.40

6,199.38

1,248.60 1,248.60

31,290.24

1,36,293.04

1.12

31,290.24

1,39,776.18

1,248.60

31,290.24

` Crore

Particulars

Unaudited AuditedUnaudited

Quarter
on

30.06.2024

ended Financial
ended on

31.03.2024

year

54,771.39 58,687.31 59,489.66 2,29,170.78

2,734.75 2,403.34 1,841.95 6,667.04

(4,909.61)

1,855.371,808.872,376.82

1,094.50 232.10 (2,647.86) (8,137.51)

1,247.44 1,247.44 1,221.24 1,247.44

0.88 0.78

Quarter
on

31.03.2024

ended Quarter
on

30.06.2023

ended

Unaudited

0.77 (3.62)

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and
exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax)
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital
[Face value 1 per share]

Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves)
and Non controlling interest

Net Worth

Net Debt Equity Ratio

Earnings per equity share:

`

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

Note:

Koushik Chatterjee
Executive Director &

Chief Financial Officer

T V Narendran
Chief Executive Officer &
Managing Director

Mumbai: July 31, 2024

918.57 554.56

0.78

524.85

0.69

(1,147.04)

91,185.30

12,823.89

0.27

2.67

2.67

1,328.75

8.70

1,36,293.04

0.27

3.27

1,328.75

9.25

14.48

5,370.38

1,39,906.80

10,624.84

0.27

4.18

1,328.75

10.55

12,823.10

0.27

4.41

1,328.75

10.32

2.55

89,815.10

0.77

1,328.75

1.64

3.19 2.91

2.21

1,328.75

0.49

3.55

0.47

1,328.75

0.52

2.47

0.68

1,328.75

(3.62)

88,623.82 97,935.69 88,623.82

0.49 0.52

3.13

3.27 4.18 4.41

12,823.10

31,290.24

Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2024

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2024

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone and Consolidated financial results for the quarter ended on

30th June 2024 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing and Other

Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and Consolidated results for the quarter

ended on 30th June 2024 are available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com / www.bseindia.com)

and the Company's website (www.tatasteel.com).

Committee Vice-President
Musthafa Moulavi, 30 bodies
havealreadybeenburiedandvol-
unteers are digging 50 more
graves. Three to four graves are
beingprepared inasinglepit for
theburialof families,hesaid.
Manaf,avolunteer, ishelping

burythosewhohavenofamilyor
relativeslefttomourn.“Wedon’t
want these people to leave the
world as orphans, so we are
standing in for their relatives in
their final journey,”hesaid.
Metresaway,at theMeppadi

schoolthatservesasareliefcamp,
thosewhosurvivedthelandslide
now face an uncertain future—
many of themhave lost almost
everythingtheyowned.
Kavungal Hamza, 60, from

Chooralmala,oneoftheworst-hit
villages, narrowly escaped the
landslide. Sittingwith his wife
andchildren in the relief shelter,
he says, “My house was com-
pletely destroyed. Not a single
brick is left on our small plot of
land.Mychildrenhave lost their
schoolbooks.Wehavelostallour
householditems.Atthisage,how
can I rebuild my life?” says
Hamza,whoworksasadriver.
Hamza’swasamong the few

families from Chooralmala to
have escaped to safer locations
beforethelandslidestruck.Before
getting to a relief camp on

Wednesday,
Hamza,hiswifeJameela,and

theirtwochildrenhadtakenshel-
terinasmallshedonahillforthe
previous two nights. “I don’t
knowwheretogo.Itwasonlyfive
years ago that I built my house
with allmy savings. Now, I can’t
buildanotherone,”hesays.
Farm labourer Ajitha T, 50,

from Mundakkai, too, has no
home to go back to. “My house
cannotberebuilt.Weareafraidof
going back to the village. How
long canwe stay in this school?
Thereisnoplacetoreturnto,”she
says.
Zeenath, 50, a daily-wage

worker,survivedthelandslidesas
shehadgonetoarelative’shome
just before the disaster. “I sur-
vived, but lostmyhouse and all
thebelongingsthatIhadtoiledso
hard for. There is nothing left for
mehere,”shesays.
People continue to pour into

the relief camp,where food and
basic survivalmaterial are being
provided by government agen-
ciesandvolunteergroups.
Bindu,who ispart of agroup

ofteachersdistributingclothesto
the survivors, says, “Most of the
survivors have no clothes other
thanwhattheyarewearingnow.
So, wemobilised used clothes
fromMeppadi, and people con-
tributedgenerously.”

FROMPAGEONE

● Ambulances bring the dead

● Infosys

amosque, a post office, a resort
andseveralbuildings.
With a bridge across the

Iruvazhanjiriverwashedaway,for
severalhoursafterthetragedy,the
village remained cut off from
Chooralmalajunction,2kmaway.
Itwas only by Tuesday evening
that a 30-member NDRF team
reachedthevillage.Therescueat-
tempts began on Wednesday,
when 100-oddmembers from
thestateFireandRescuedepart-
ment, alongwith a 55-member
scubadivingteamfromKochi,and
ArmyandNDRFpersonnelman-
aged to access the village and
started retrieving bodies — on
Wednesday, the team found 10
bodies. Army personnel used a
ropeand formedahumanchain
as they stoodwaist deep in the
swirlingwatersoftheIruvazhanji
river to rescue the stranded sur-
vivorsinMundakkai.
Mundakkaipanchayatmem-

berKBabusaid,“Thevillagehad
a population of around 1,200.
Thereisnotasoullefttherenow.
Wehavetakenoutallthosewho
survived the tragedy,’’ he said,
addingthatMundakkaihad540
houses,whichincludedquarters
of thecoffeeestateworkers.Less
than50of thosestandnow.
Babu,who lives in Kottanad

village in Meppadi and was
among the first to reach

Mundakkaivillageaftertheland-
slide, said, “Manypeople are still
missing, so we can’t say how
many from Mundakkai died.
Severalbodieswerelikelywashed
away in the landslide. The pan-
chayathas toldASHAworkers to
visitreliefcampsandgetdetailsof
those fromMundakkaiwhosur-
vived,’’hesaid.
ByWednesdaynoon, theres-

cue team managed to take an
earth mover across the
Iruvazhanji river toMundakkai.
Themachine,whichwaslowered
into the river, shiftedhugeboul-
ders in itspathtoget totheother
side.
Official sources said that a

temporary, narrow walkway
erected over the river got sub-
merged due to the heavy rains
onWednesday.By6pm,theres-
cueworkersmadeanadventur-
ous return fromMundakkai us-
ing the same walkway and
hauling themselves acrosswith
ropes.
A team from the Army’s

Madras EngineerGroupwill in-
stall a Bailey bridgebyThursday
eveningtofurthereasethemove-
mentofrescueworkersandrelief
material.Theequipmenttosetup
the190-footbridgewas flown in
fromDelhi toKannur airport on
Wednesday, and brought to
Wayandin17trucks.

Landslide Ground Zero

APURVAVISHWANATH
&ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JULY31

REGULATIONOF AYUSHmedi-
cines and their advertisement
has come under the Supreme
Court scanner, with no require-
ment for these formulations to
demonstratesafetyandefficacy
being one of the points high-
lighted in the case filed by the
Indian Medical
Association against
PatanjaliAyurveda.
The case was filed

amidst the pandemic
againstthecompanyfor
maligning allopathic
medical practice and making
false claims about ayurvedic
drugscuringcertainlifestyledis-
eases.
Noting that current provi-

sionsforpenaltywerebeingun-
der-utilised and complaints
weren’t being transferred be-
tween states, the court directed
unionAYUSHministry tocreate
a centralised portalwhere peo-
plecanregister complaints.
The court asked the AYUSH

ministry to create a central por-
tal for registering and tracking
complaints. There was also a
generaldirectiontostatestofol-
low-up on complaints and im-
prove inter-state coordination,
accordingtopersons inknowof
thematter.

Whenitcomestoapprovalof
AYUSH therapies, the court
notedthattrialsforsafetyandef-
ficacyarenotneeded,unlikeal-
lopathic medicines. The Drugs
and Cosmetics Act and various
rules under it stipulate phase I,
II, and III trials for approval of
new allopathic medicines or
equivalencestudiesthathaveto
be conducted for generic ver-
sions.
MostAYUSHdrugshowever,
accordingtotheAct,can
be approved based on
therationaleprovidedin
authoritative texts of
that particular stream.
Safety trials have to be
conducted only for for-

mulations that use around 60
specific ingredients listed in the
act, suchassnakevenom,snake
head, heavymetals such as ar-
senic and mercury, and com-
poundssuchascoppersulphate.
Forlicensingofdrugscontaining
theseingredientsandtraditional
drugs used for new indications,
proof of effectiveness has to be
provided, according to theAct.
“Thecourtspecifically raised

theissueofdilutingtherulethat
required proof of effectiveness
whenusingthedrugsfornewin-
dications. Otherwise, the only
proof required for granting ap-
provaliswhatissaidinthetexts,”
thepersonquotedabovesaid.
The court also noted that

even the existing provisions for

penalty—underdrugsandcos-
metics act, drugs and magic
remediesact,andconsumerpro-
tection act— are under-utilised
bystates.Actionshavebeen ini-
tiatedbyveryfewstates,suchas
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and
Gujaratamongothers.Penalac-
tionorprosecutionhasbeenini-
tiatedbystatesinaround400in-
stances. It was also pointed out
thatmoststatesdonotcancelor
suspendlicensesasawayofpe-
nalising companies formaking
falseclaims.Veryfewstatessuch
asDelhi,Odisha,Jharkhand,Goa,
andWestBengalhavedonethis.
And, there were instances

whereno action could be taken
becausetheadvertisercouldnot
be traced. This could be pre-
vented by the 2018 rule under
drugs and cosmetics act which
states that ads forAYUSHdrugs
must be cleared by the state li-
censing authority where the
manufacturerorcorporateoffice
is located. A unique identifica-
tionnumberhastobeprovided,
whichmoststatesdonotdoyet.
Thestatusofcomplaintsand

actions taken by the
Uttarakhand government are
not immediately known.
Uttarakhand is one of the drug
manufacturinghubsinthecoun-
tryandthecasebyIMAwasfiled
onthebasisof advertisementof
productswhosemanufacturing
licenseshadbeensuspendedby
thestategovernment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE SUPREME Court will pro-
nounce its judgment Thursday
on the question whether sub-
classification of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes is
permissible for the purpose of
reservation.
A seven-judge Constitution

bench presided by Chief Justice
of IndiaDYChandrachudhadon
February 8, 2024, reserved its
judgmentonthereferencemade
to it.
The bench also comprised

JusticesBRGavai, VikramNath,
Bela M Trivedi, Pankaj Mithal,
ManojMisra,andSatishChandra
Sharma.
Reservingitsdecision,thetop

courthadsaid thatnotallowing
thesub-classificationwillleadto
asituationwherethe“advanced
among” them “would grab all
benefits”.
Thebench isexamining if its

2004judgmentinEVChinnaiah
vs State of Andhra Pradesh in
whichitwasheldthatScheduled
Castes formed a homogenous
groupandhencetherecannotbe
any sub-division among them,
needarelook.
Thebench is also examining

thevalidityofthePunjabSCsand
Backward Classes (Reservation
inServices)Act,2006whichpro-

vided50%quotaandfirstprefer-
ence to Valmikis andMazhabi
Sikhs in public jobs within the
quotameant for theSCs.
In 2010, the Punjab and

HaryanaHighCourtstruckdown
Section4(5)of thePunjablawas
unconstitutional, one of the
grounds being that it violated
thejudgement intheChinnaiah
case.
The respondents have ar-

gued that there cannot be any
suchsub-division.
The Centre backed the sub-

classificationandsaidit“furthers
theactualpurposebehindreser-
vation”.
The Centre said that “if the

aim of the State and the
Constitution is to provide par-
ity, equalityof opportunityand
socialandeconomicmobilityof
the backward classes/castes in
need, enabling of sub-classifi-
cationwouldensurethatbene-
fits are extended to persons
more in need of the said bene-
fits by carefully apportioning
the reserved quota within the
reserved class”.
Hearing the matter, the

Supreme Court had remarked
that thoseamongthebackward
casteswho had benefited from
itshouldnowmoveoutofthere-
served category andmakeway
for themore backward among
them to avail the benefit of the
affirmativeaction.

Without trials, no way to tell
what are misleading claims

NewDelhi: “So ja beta, nahi toh
Gabbar aa jayega.” Quoting the
oft-remembereddialogue from
theblockbusterSholay,Supreme
CourtWednesday “confirmed”
its earlier order staying thepre-
mature release of gangster-
turned-politician Arun Gawli
who is serving life imprison-
ment inamurdercase.
AbenchofJusticesSuryaKant

and Dipankar Datta made ab-
soluteitsJune3orderstayingthe
operationofApril5orderofBom-
bayHC’sNagpurbenchandpos-
ted the appeals for hearing on
November 20. HC had directed
state authorities to consider
Gawli’sapplicationforpremature
releaseunder2006remissionpol-
icy.SenioradvocateNityaRamak-
rishnan,appearingforGawli,said
otherco-accusedhadbeengiven
bail andBombayHCwasright in
grantingprematurerelease.
“The state government has

changed its remission policy (in
2015) but your lordships have
held thepolicywill applywhich
was applicable when he was
convicted. The 2006 policywill
apply since hewas convicted in
2009,” shesaid.At this juncture,
bench observed, “But madam
youshouldknownoteverybody
isArunGawli.InSholay,thereisa
dialogue, ‘So ja beta, nahi toh
Gabbar aa jayega. This can be a
casehere’.” PTI

AYUSHMEDICINES Top court verdict on
sub-classification of
SCs and STs today

Citing Sholay
dialogue, SC
confirms order
staying release
of Arun Gawli

Shimla:TheEDWednesdaycon-
ductedsearchesatpremisesofRS
BaliandDrRajeshSharma—both
Congress leaders fromHimachal
Pradesh—someprivatehospitals
and their promoters as part of a
money launderingprobe linked
to case pertaining to creation of
fakeAyushmanBharatIDcards.
While Bali is legislator from

NagrotaBagwanAssemblyseat,

Sharma is considered close to
CMSukhvinderSinghSukhu.
In searches that began early

morning, the ED teams targeted
19locationsinHimachalPradesh,
Delhi, and Punjab, and Chand-
igarh.EDallegedfakecardswere
used to generate medical bills
causingalosstoexchequerwith
total “proceeds of crime esti-
mated tobe`25crore”. ENS

ED raids Himachal Cong
first-time MLA, Sukhu aide
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VIKASPATHAK
NEWDELHI, JULY31

DAYSAFTER theUnionbudget’s
presentation, UnionMinister of
Road Transport and Highways
NitinGadkari has asked Finance
MinisterNirmala Sitharaman to
removethegoodsandservicestax
(GST) on life andmedical insur-
ancepremiumswhich currently
attractan18percentGSTrate.
Forwarding amemorandum

by the Nagpur Division Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
EmployeesUnion,Gadkariwrote
inhisJuly28letter:“Inviewofthe
above, you are requested to to
consider thesuggestionofwith-
drawalofGSTonlifeandmedical
insurancepremiumonpriorityas
it becomes cumbersome for the
senior citizens as per ruleswith
dueverificationalongwithother
relevantpointsraised.”
Asourcesaidunionrepresen-

tativesmetGadkariduringhisre-
centvisittoNagpur—hevisitshis
constituency during theweek-
ends — and that he forwarded
their demands to the Finance
Minister“asperprocedure”.
The letter said: “LevyingGST

on life insurance premium
amountstolevyingtaxontheun-
certaintiesof life.TheUnionfeels
that the personwho covers the
risk of life’s uncertainties to give
some protection to the family
should not be levied tax on the
premium to purchase cover
againstthisrisk.Similarly,the18-
percentGSTonmedicalinsurance
premiumisprovingtobeadeter-
rentforthegrowthofthis...which
issociallynecessary.”
The letteralsobrought to the

notice of the FinanceMinister
“other relevantpoints raised”by

the union— reintroduction of a
“separateandsubstantialexemp-
tionlimitforlifeinsurancepremi-
ums in the new tax regime”, in-
cludingdeductionsallowedinthe
old tax regime on health insur-
ance premium in the new tax
regime,andmergerofpublicsec-
torgeneralinsurancecompanies
into a single entity so that they
benefit fromeconomiesof scale.
Congress MP Karti

Chidambaram welcomed
Gadkari’slettertoSitharaman.He
told news agency PTI on
Wednesday: “I amvery happy...
MrGadkarihasendorsedmyde-
mand that Imade yesterday on
the floor of theHouse...Weare a
veryunder-insured country, and
wemustencouragepeopletoin-
sure themselves. By levyingGST
youaremakingthepremiumsex-
pensive.Youmusttreatinsurance
notonlyasasocialcoverbutalso
as a mode of saving.”
ChidambaramalsosharedonXa
videoof his speech in LokSabha
Tuesdaydemandingwithdrawal
ofGSToninsurance.
Assam CMHimanta Biswa

Sarmasaid:“Ithinkitwillbede-
cided by the GST Council.
Normally, any positive sugges-
tiongetsaccepted...Asyouknow,
theFinanceMinistercannottake
a decision onGST, it goes to the
council.Thecouncilalwayswel-
comespositive suggestions.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE UNION Public Service
Commission (UPSC) on
Wednesday cancelled trainee
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS)officerPujaManoramaDilip
Khedkar’s candidature in the
2022Civil Services Examination
(CSE)andbarredherfromappear-
ingforanyfutureexaminationsof
thecommission,afterfindingshe
had violated rules by appearing
for the exammore times than
whatwasallowed.
The UPSC had issued

Khedkarashow-causenoticeon
July18for“fraudulentlyavailing
attempts beyond the permissi-
blelimit...byfakingheridentity”.
Shewasaskedtosubmither re-
sponse to the notice by July 25,
butsheaskedforfurthertimetill
August4. TheUPSCallowedher
till 3.30 pm on July 30 tomake
her submissions.
“Despiteextensionintimeal-

lowed to her, she failed to sub-
mit her explanationwithin the
prescribed time. The UPSC has
examined the available records
carefullyandfoundherguiltyof
acting in contravention of the
provisions of the CSE-2022

Rules,” aUPSCstatement said.
Itaddedthatinthebackdrop

ofKhedkar’s case, theUPSChad
examined the data of the over
15,000 recommended candi-
dates from 2009 to 2023, and
found that apart from her, no
other candidate had availed of
moreattemptsthanwhatisper-
mittedunder theCSERules.

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, JULY31

NEARLY 18 months after the
SupremeCourttransferredtoit-
self theconstitutionalchallenge
totheanti-conversionlawsfrom
eight states, including Uttar
Pradesh,thebatchofpetitionsis
yet tobeheard.
On16January,2023,athree-

judgebenchheadedbytheChief
Justice of India allowed lawyers
totransferpetitionspendingbe-
forerespectivehighcourtstothe
topcourt.
“MrKapilSibal,seniorcounsel

appearingonbehalfoftherespon-
dents (challenge against the
Gujaratlaw),statesthatinviewof
thependencyof theproceedings
beforediverseHighCourtsinvolv-
ingcognateissues,atransferpeti-
tionwould be filed before this
court for thepurposeof clubbing
and transferring thepetitions for

adjudicationbeforethisCourt.We
standovertheseproceedingsto30
January, 2023. In theevent that a
transfer petition is filed in the
meantime, it shall be listedwith
thepresentbatchof petitionson
thenextdateoflisting,”theSChad
saidinitsorder.
While pleas from Gujarat,

Chhattisgarh,Madhya Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka and UPwere trans-
ferred, a challenge against the
Haryana lawwas added in July
2023. However, despite the
transferpetitionsfiled,thecases
have not been heard since.
Officialrecordsof thecasestatus
shows that in sixhearings since
January 2023, the SC has only
addednewercasesconnectedto
the issue to thebatch.
Since2020,severalBJP-ruled

stateshavepassedstringentanti-
conversionlawsthatoutlawsre-
ligious conversion solely for the
purpose of marriage. While a

commonfeatureofalltheselaws
isrequiringpriorapprovalof the
stateforconversions,declaration
of inter-faithmarriageswithout
stateapprovalas “null andvoid”
andreversingtheburdenofproof
on theman that a conversion of
thewomanis lawful.Theselaws
also prescribe penal conse-
quences, including a jail termof
fivetotenyears.
These laws then cameup for

challenge before various high
courts.InAugust2021,theGujarat
HighCourt stayed certainprovi-
sions of theGujarat Freedomof
Religion(Amendment)Act,2021
in an interimorder from the re-
verseburdenof proof, banon in-
ter-faithmarriages involving a
conversion and theprovision al-
lowingfamiliestochallengesuch
amarriage. TheGujarat govern-
menthadmovedanappealinthe
SC and it was during one such
hearing that the ideaof transfer-
ringallcasestoSCwasmade.

Puja
Khedkar

No apex court hearing for 18
months on pleas from 8 states

ANTI-CONVERSIONLAWS

Gadkari urges FM to
withdraw 18% GST
on life and medical
insurance premiums

NirmalaSitharaman;
NitinGadkari

Pak refugees in J&K put on
par with POJK displaced,
get land ownership rights

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JULY31

AHEADOF the Supreme Court
fixedSeptember30deadlinefor
holding assembly elections in
JammuandKashmir, theUTad-
ministrationinasignificantdeci-
sion has granted proprietary
rights on “State land’’ in the
UnionTerritorytoWestPakistan
Refugees(WPRs)andalsothose
displaced during 1965 India-
Pakistanwar fromChhamb, on
which their ancestorswere set-
tled by the then state govern-
ment over 70 and 55 years ago,
respectively.
The decision was taken by

the Administrative Council

whichmet in Srinagar Tuesday
under the chairmanship of J&K
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha. The
meeting was attended by J&K
government advisor Rajeev Rai
Bhatnagar, chief secretary Atal
Dulloo and the LG’s principal
secretaryMandeepKBhandari.
The decision ends over

seven-decade-long“discrimina-
tion” with the “displaced per-
sonsfromWestPakistan’’asthey
too have been granted propri-
etary rights on state land as has
been the casewith people dis-
placedfromtheareasofPakistan
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(POJK),officialssaid,addingthat
itwould “empower” thousands
of WPR families settled across
the Jammuregion.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY31

KOLKATAMAYORandTMCmin-
isterFirhadHakim’s remarkata
religious event led to an uproar
intheWestBengalAssemblyon
WednesdayasBJPlegislatorsde-
manded his apology for his
“communalspeech”andthreat-
enedtoboycotthim.
At a Quran competition in

KolkataonSaturday,Hakimsaid:
“Thosenotborn in Islamareun-
fortunate. They are born with
misfortune... it shouldbespread

amongnon-Muslims...” BJPMLA
andLeaderofOpposition,Suvendu
Adhikari, said: “He talkedabout
urgingpeoplefromothercommu-
nitiestoconvert.Wehavetofighta
dharmayuddh(holywar).”
During Question Hour, BJP

MLAsaskedhimtowithdrawhis
statement. “Thematter didn’t
takeplace in theAssembly. So it
should not be discussed here,”
Hakimsaid.“Ihavebeenasecular
person throughout my life.
WhatevercommentsIhadmade
havenothingtodowithpolitics,”
Hakimsaid, leading toawalkout
byBJPMLAs.

Uproar in Bengal House over
minister remark at Quran event

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE SHIPMENTS of Tur/Pigeon
peas from Nacala Port in
Mozambique, disrupted by an
“anti-India”group,haveresumed
after theMinistry of Consumer
Affairs raised the issuewith the
Ministry of External Affairs and
the IndianHigh Commissioner
therepersuadedthematterwith
the local authorities, The Indian
Expresshaslearnt.
According to sources, the

Indian High Commissioner to
Mozambique has informed the
Consumer AffairsMinistry that
1,400 containers carrying about
35,000 tons of Tur/Pigeon peas
have already left for India from
Nacala port. The remaining 400
containers — apart from some
containersfromMalawi—which

alsousesthesameporttoexport
Tur/PigeonpeastoIndia—areex-
pectedto leavebymid-August.
Indiaistheworld'slargestpro-

ducer of pulses, but it is still de-
pendent on imports tomeet its
domestic demand. The country
imports about a dozen types of
pulsesfromdifferentcountries,in
whichMozambique is itsmain
sourceforTur/Pigeonpeaimports.
During 2023-24, India im-

ported 7.71 lakh tons of
Tur/Pigeon pea, of which one-
third(2.64lakhtons)camefrom
Mozambique. The figure was
even higher in 2022-23 when
half (4.6 lakhtons)of India’s to-
talTur/Pigeonpeaimports(8.94
lakh tons) were from
Mozambique. Malawi, the
fourth largest Tur/Pigeon peas
supplier to India, shipped a
quantity of 52,773 tons during
thelast financialyear, recording

a drop of 12 per cent as com-
pared to60,463 tons in thepre-
viousyear.
The sources attributed this

drop in imports from these two
countriesduring the lastyear to
a “series of hurdles” in
Mozambique which had im-
pededthesmoothflowof trade.
However, the issue did not

resolve fully as traders reported
obstructions by an anti-India
group in shipment of pulses
fromNacalaport.
In a letter to PrimeMinister

NarendraModi,DeepakPareek,
Founding Convener, Global
Grains and Pulses Council,
sought the government’s inter-
vention in thematter.
“TheauthoritiesofNampula

ProvinceinMozambique,which
oversee the Port of Nacala, are
obstructing the shipment of
agricultural commodities to

India... Unfortunately, a local
groupwithabackgroundinanti-
India activities hasbeen collud-
ingwiththeseauthoritiestoim-
pede the flow of goods,” wrote
Pareek.
“The issue began last year

when Indian importers were
asked to pay a ransom for ship-
ping pigeon peas, and cargo
boundforIndiawasillegallyde-
tained.Thisdistressingscenario
is repeating itself, with cargo
from both Mozambique and
Malawi being restricted, and a
private group demanding USD
70-100toreleasetheshipments.
This situationnot only compro-
misesthe interestsof the Indian
tradingcommunitybut also led
to food inflation in pulses last
year, with a potential for recur-
rence thisyear,”hewrote.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Pareek said, “Money is

stillbeingpaid…Onlythosecon-
tainers are shipped where
money ispaid.”
There isapossibilitythatthe

materialinthosecontainersmay
befromthepreviouscropasthe
harvesting of the new crop has
justbegun,headded.
Mozambique had entered

into anMoUwith India to sup-
ply 2 lakh tons of Tur/Pigeon
peas till 2025-26.
As per the pact, India pro-

vides assuredmarket access to
Mozambique.AsimilarMoUhas
been signed with Malawi for
supply of 0.50 lakh tons of
Tur/PigeonPeatoIndiaannually.
India imports about adozen

pulses fromdifferent countries.
During 2023-24, India’s pulses
imports rose to a record high of
47.38lakhtons,almostdoubleto
the level of 24.96 lakh tons in
2022-23.

Import of tur dal fromMozambique
resumes after Centre’s intervention

BIHAR

5-yr-oldboy
opensfire in
school, injures1
Patna: Afive-year-oldboy,
studyinginClass2,tookout
apistolWednesday from
hisbagandshotathis10-
year-old school mate in
Bihar,injuringhisleftarm.
The incident tookplaceat
aprivate school in Supaul
districtandtheinjuredboy
isundergoingtreatmentat
a private hospital in
Triveniganjtown. Thepo-
lice said that the firearm
was unlicensed and the
boybroughttheweaponto
school assuming itwas a
toy. Supaul SP Shaishav
Yadavsaid:“Wehavespo-
kentotheschoolprincipal.
Aswe cannot take action
against a boy agedbelow
seven,we are looking for
theboy'sfatherforpossess-
ingillegalarms.”Following
theincident,localresidents
protesteddemandingthat
thepolicetakeimmediate
actionagainsttheboy’sfa-
ther,whohadcometothe
school but later fled to
evadearrest. ENS

UTTARAKHAND

HCorderon
interfaithlive-in
couplemodified
Dehradun:Modifying its
previous order that al-
lowedprotectiontoanin-
terfaith live-in couple—
given they applied for
mandatory registration
under the newUniform
CivilCode(UCC)Actwithin
48 hours — the
UttarakhandHigh Court
has removed the para-
graphs,mentioning that
theAct isyet tocomeinto
force in the state. TheHC
decisioncameonMonday,
and the order was up-
loaded on Tuesday. The
previous orderwas in re-
sponsetoapetitionfiledby
a 26-year-old Hindu
womananda21-year-old
Muslimman, who have
been living together for
sometime.Thepetitioners
hadapproachedtheHCfor
protection,statingthatthe
live-in relationship, led to
threats from the parents
and brother of one of
them. ENS

UTTARPRADESH

Rapeaccused
shotdead,kinof
victimbooked
Lucknow: A 28-year-old
man,whowas outonbail
in a rape case,was found
deadwithabulletwound
on his chest outside his
house in Bareilly on
Tuesdaynight, police said
Wednesday. Police said
they have booked the fa-
ther and a relative of the
minor girl, who was al-
legedlyrapedbytheyouth.
“Wehavedetained them
forquestioninginconnec-
tionwith themurder.We
are collecting evidence,”
saidaseniorpoliceofficer,
addingnoarresthasbeen
madeyet. Police said that
theyouthwas arrested in
2018forallegedlyrapinga
minor girl. “He had re-
turnedhome toBareilly a
fewmonthsago,”apolice
officersaid. ENS

BRIEFLY

MONSOON SESSION
Thefloodedcorridorsof theVidhanBhavaninLucknowonWednesday.Vishal Srivastav

New Delhi: A Delhi court
hearinganticipatorybailplea
movedbytrainee IASofficer
PujaKhedkarWednesdayre-
serveditsorderinthematter
tillThursday.Sheallegedbe-
fore Additional Sessions
Judge Devender Kumar
Jangalathatacasewasbeing
lodged against her because
shefiledasexualharassment
complaint against the Pune
Collector. ENS

COURTRESERVESORDER
ONKHEDKAR’SBAILPLEA

UPSC cancels Khedkar
selection, bars her from
taking exam in future

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

FORMER PRESIDENT Ramnath
KovindandRSSGeneralSecretary
DattatreyaHosabaleWednesday
saidhistoryhadnotdone justice
to Maratha ruler Chhatrapati
ShivajiMaharaj and that distor-
tions in history hadmade him
smaller than what even the
Britishprojectedhimtobe.
The statements weremade

during an event to launch four
bookseach inEnglishandHindi
on Shivaji by Shivaji Raigadh
SmarakMandal, Hindavi Samaj
Sthapana Mahotsav Aayojan
SamitiandBharatiPrakashanat
NDMCConventionCentre.
Hosabale, also spoke about

another book on Shivaji by Anil
MahadevDavewhichdescribes
the“goodgovernance”provided
by theMaratha ruler during his
rule and talks about what an
idealkingshouldbe.Thepreface
of thebookhasbeenwrittenby
PMNarendraModi, who at the
time of the book’s publishing
wasGujaratCM.

“Societies across the world
engageindisseminatinginspira-
tional stories fromhistory to the
newgeneration. Jews take their
community members from
Britain to Israel every year. The
FrenchtellthestoryofNapoleon.
TheChinesetelltheirownstories.
InIndia,throughdistortionofhis-
toryinIndependentIndiaShivaji
was made even smaller than
what theBritishpaintedhimas.
But Shivaji became part of the
folklore and these distortions
cannot erase him from the col-
lectivememory,”Hosabalesaid.
Speaking on the same lines,

Kovind in his speech said, “I feel
that historydidnotdo justice to
ShivajiMaharaj.Andthisrespon-
sibility is on all of us today.We
mustmakeeffortstoensurethat
hegetshisrightfulplaceinIndia’s
presenthistoryandallstatesgive
himtherespecthedeserves.”

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE INDIANAir Force (IAF)will
behostingitslargest-evermulti-
lateralexerciseTarangShakti24
startingthismonth,whichisset
to seeparticipation fromnearly
30countriesincludingIndiaand
150foreignandIAFaircraft,sen-
ior IAFofficers saidWednesday.
AsperAirMarshalAPSingh,

Vice-Chiefof theIAF,atotalof51
countries have been invited for
the “landmark event,” of which
10 countries will participate
with air assets and18 countries
will join in as observers. Along
withIndia,anothercountrywill
also likely join the exercise
whichwillbeheldintwophases
over August and September at
Sulurand Jodhpur, respectively.
He said the exercise is not

aimedatanyparticularnation.
Aside from observer coun-

tries,Germany,France,Spainand
the UK are slated to participate
inthefirstphase,whileAustralia,
Bangladesh, Greece, Singapore,
the United Arab Emirates and
theUSwillparticipateinthesec-
ondphaseof theexercise.

30 countries, 150
aircraft: IAF to
host its largest
exercise ever

Distorted history didn’t
do justice to Shivaji:
RSS Gen Secy Hosabale

RSSGeneral
Secretary
Dattatreya
Hosabale

JIMMYLEIVON
&SUKRITABARUAH
IMPHAL,GUWAHATI, JULY31

ANOTHER SESSION of the
Manipur Legislative Assembly
beganonWednesday–thethird
sincetheoutbreakofviolencein
the state last year –without the
presence of the 10MLAs from
theKuki-Zomicommunity.
The ongoing session of the

60-memberManipurLegislative
will continue tillAugust12.
OnWednesday, when Chief

MinisterN.BirenSinghtabledthe
Budgetforfiscalyear2024-2025,
the notable absencewas that of
the10MLAsfromtheKuki-Zomi
community.Thiscomesamidthe
conflict in thestatebetweenthe
Kuki-Zomi community and the
Meiteicommunity.
Ahead of the Assembly ses-

sion, the CMhad said that “invi-
tations” had been sent by the
Assemblytothe10MLAsandthat
“Theyshouldcomeandjoin.”
The Indian Express had

reached out to several of the 10
legislatorsforcommentbutthey
didnotrespond.Inthepast,they
havestatedthat theyareunable
to travel to capital Imphal to at-
tend the Assembly for security
reasons.
On the opening day of the

session, the CM told the House
that the state’s economy,which
hasbeenoneof the “casualties”
of the ongoing unrest, is seeing
somesignsof improvement.
The Chief Minister, who is

alsoinchargeof finance,wasde-
livering his speech on the floor

of the House on Wednesday
while tabling thebudget.
“Reduced revenue collec-

tions, increased expenditure on
securityandreliefoperations,in-
flation, difficulties in themove-
mentofgoodsandservices,and
difficulties in the implementa-
tion of projects and schemes
amongotherswerea fewof the
challenges that we faced.With
normalcyreturningtotheState,
our tax collection is showing a
positive trend,”hesaid.
Tomake up for the revenue

losses suffered by the state, the
Centre approved special assis-
tance for revenue loss of Rs 500
crore,hesaid.
Elaborating on the relief

measureextendedbytheCentre,
Singhsaidthatasaspecialmeas-
ure,theCentralgovernmentap-
proved a relief package of Rs.
101.75 crore as a one-time spe-
cial assistance for the operation
of relief camps for people dis-
placeddue toviolence.
Another package he in-

formedtheHouseaboutwasRs.
209.45 crore for running
schemes for relief and rehabili-
tation of victims/persons af-
fectedbyongoinglawandorder.
Elaborating on the rehabili-

tationmeasures,Singhsaidthat
a scheme for interim relief to
peoplewhose houses had been
burntdownhasbeenstartedby
the state to give relief to dis-
placed persons. In addition, the
ChiefMinistersaidthestatehad
created a Rs. 10 crore State
Corpus Fund for extending ex-
gratia to the deaths and injured
persons.

Manipur Assembly
session starts, no
Kuki MLA present
CMBirenpresentsBudget,announces
schemesforviolence-affectedpeople
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SHAJUPHILIP
MEPPADI, JULY31

THE DEATH toll from the land-
slides that struck Kerala’s
Wayanaddistrict Tuesdaywent
upto174byWednesday,ascen-
tral and state agencies worked
alongside local volunteers as
part of amassive search, rescue
andrelief operation.
Around170peoplewerestill

missingafterthelandslidestore
through villages in the hilly
Meppadi Panchayat in the early
hours of Tuesday, with people,
houses and vehicles either
buried inmud orwashed away
into theswollen river.
The rescue efforts in

Mundakkaivillage,thecentreof
the landslides, were hampered
Tuesday because the main
bridgeleadingtoithadbeende-
stroyed.OnWednesday,person-
nelof theArmyandtheNational
Disaster Response Force built a
rope bridge to rescue those still
strandedontheother side.
A team from the Army’s

Madras EngineerGroupwill in-
stallaBaileybridgebyThursday
evening to further ease the
movement of rescue workers
and relief material. The equip-
ment to set up the 190-foot
bridgewas flown in fromDelhi
to Kannur airport on
Wednesday, and brought to
Wayand in17trucks.
TheArmymoved additional

columnstojointherescueeffort
on Wednesday, and a Coast
Guard team has also been de-
ployed. Two helicopters were
mobilisedtodropreliefmaterial
intoaffectedareas.
Kerala Chief Minister

PinarayiVijayansaid1,592peo-
plehavebeen rescued since the
landslideshit. “Atpresent,thefo-
cus is on rescue atMundakkai,
andtwoothervillages–Attamala
andChooralmala,”hesaid.
TheCMsaidthegovernment

was looking to deploy a ‘buried
object detection system’, and
that ithadsoughtexperthelp.
Rescuers are also set to de-

ploy sniffer dogs that are being
flown in fromDelhi to look for
bodiesburied in themud.
A group of peoplewho sur-

vived the landslides by taking

refuge at two resorts on
Mundakkai hills were rescued
Wednesday byArmypersonnel
whousedropestoformahuman
chaintocrossintothecutoffarea.
Amongthebodiesrecovered

were 48 found in the Chaliyar
river inMalappuramdistrict.
According to the Army, six

Humanitarian Assistance and
DisasterResponsecolumnscom-
prisingaround500personnel,in-
cludingmedicalstaff,alongwith
bridging equipment and rescue
dogshavebeendeployed.During
theday,AirForcehelicoptersun-
dertookmultiple sorties, drop-
ping foodandreliefmaterial.

Race against time: Over 170missing
Rescueeffortsgainmomentumasmoreteamsarrive in landslide-hitareas, connectcut-off villageusingropebridge;1,592rescuedso far, saysCM

NARAYANANS
MEPPADI, JULY31

WHEN THE day was winding
down at the family health cen-
tre inMeppadi onWednesday,
the sparse crowd muttered,
"Oncemore, tomorrow.”
As each ambulance entered

themuddied compound, they
anxiouslywaited for the bodies
tobetakento thetables insidea
makeshiftroof foridentification.
They knew their loved ones
wouldn’tcomebackalive,butall
theywantedwas closure—a fi-
nalkissontheforehead,adigni-
fied funeral.
Suresh fromMundakkai lost

his sister and her family in the
deadly landslides in the early
hours of Tuesday. He had been
here since Tuesday afternoon,
and found the bodies of his sis-
ter and her husband around
midnight. But his niece and his
sister's in-laws remainedmiss-
ingevenuntilWednesdaynight.

"Shelivednearme.Ihadtold
herweshouldmoveout,consid-
eringtheweatherconditionson
Monday. She and her family
went to her brother-in-law’s
house, whichwas also nearby.
Mysister'ssonsurvivedbecause
hewas atworkwhen the land-
slide struck. I hadmoved out of
Mundakkai to another sister's
house near Kalpatta. If only she

had listenedtome,"hesaid.
He returned to the health

centre byWednesday noon, af-
terthecremation.“Iwanttofind
myniece. There is no one left in
her familynow. It is nowmyre-
sponsibility to ensure that her
bodyisalsocrematedaccording
to rituals,”hesaid.
Shabbir, fromMundakkai,

wasamongthoserestlesslylook-

ing for their loved ones— in his
case, his wife's sister, her hus-
bandandtheir threedaughters.
“Wehave given their details

to the authorities. Allwe cando
iswaithere,”hesaid.
The bodies brought to the

healthcentre—fromMundakkai,
Chooralmala and some as far as
NilamburinMalappuramdistrict
—were cleaned to remove the
mudanddirtbeforebeingtaken
totheidentificationtable.
Attheinformationdesktothe

far left, two or three volunteers
gathered information on land-
slidevictimsfromtheirrelatives.
Theycollectedphotosfromthose
whocouldprovidethem.
Twowhiteboards on either

side displayed updates on the
numberofbodiesbroughtin.As
of 6.35pm,119bodieshadbeen
received — 62 men and 57
women—and92hadbeeniden-
tified. Thewhiteboards had an-
other column— of body parts
found. OnWednesday evening,
that figurestoodatnine.

TRAILOFDESTRUCTION:Adroneviewofa landslidesite inWayanaddistrict.Reuters

NARAYANANS
WAYANAD, JULY31

ONEDAYbeforethelandslidesin
Kerala’sWayanad, an environ-
mental organisation tracking lo-
calweatherdata flagged thepo-
tential disaster to the district
administration. And now, it has
warnedofmorelandslidesinthe
district thismonsoon.
According to the Hume

Centre for Ecology andWildlife
Biology, based in Wayanad’s
Kalpettatown,multipleareasin
the district — Lakkidi,
Kappikkalam, Sugandhagiri,
Thondernad, Kurumbalakotta
andManikkunnumala—cansee
landslides if heavyrainpersists.
Thealertisbasedonlocalised

rainfalldata—theHumeCentre
hasmappedWayanadintomul-
tiple 25-sq. kmgrids, placing at
leastoneraingaugeineachgrid.
“Many regions inWayanad

have crossed 3,000mmrainfall
fromthebeginningof June1.All
thewaterbodiesareheavilysat-
urated. The dams are full. Any
more heavy rain in such a cir-
cumstance can trigger land-
slides,”CKVishnudas,directorof
HumeCentreandaconservation
ecologist,toldTheIndianExpress.
“Different regions have dif-

ferentthresholdvalues, like600
mmwithintwodaysor900mm
withinthreedays.If therainper-
siststhereisapossibilityof land-
slides in those regionsbasedon
ourmodel,”hesaid.
TheHumeCentrehas classi-

fiedWayanad into threezonesof
landslide susceptibility: High,
mediumand low.All the regions
theorganisationhasnowwarned
offallinthehigh-riskcategoryand
received heavy rain (see chart).
LakkidiandSugandhagirisawover
300mmrainonTuesdayalone.
Vishnudas said they have-

sharedtheseinputswithofficials.
“WehaveaWhatsAppgroupwith
thecollectorandemergencystaff.
Wepersonallyinformtheofficials,
too.Theyaresupposedtogivethe
warning,”hesaid.
As for the landslides at

MundakkaiandChooralmalaearly
Tuesday,hesaidtheHumeCentre
hadnotifiedthepossibilityofland-
slides to the administration on
Monday. “Puthumala,where the
nearest weather gauge to
Mundakkai is situated, recorded
200mmrainfallonMondayanda
further372.6mmonTuesday.This
wasahugefactorbehindthedisas-
ter at Mundakkai and
Chooralmalabeneathit,”hesaid.
Vishnudas does not believe

the datawas ignored, but sug-
gestedmore people could have
beenevacuated. “Thepanchayat
had informed people based on
ourinputsandafewpeopleinar-
easabovetheChooralmalaschool
wereevacuatedbefore the land-
slides struck, is what I under-
stand.Mostcasualtieswerefrom
areasbelowtheschool,”hesaid.
In2020,theHumeCentrehad

helpedavert adisasterhere. “We
gaveawarninginMundakkaiand
peoplewereevacuated. Thenext
morning,therewasalandslide,but
notof thismagnitude. Therewas
nocasualty,”saidVishnudas.

RAIN IN HIGH-RISK
WAYANADAREAS
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Inside a health centre that became
a camp for identifying the dead

ArmypersonnelduringarescueoperationWednesday. PTI

Relativesofmissingpeoplegatheraroundabodykept for
identificationatahealthcentre inMeppadi.NarayananS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

AWAR of words erupted over
the Wayanad landslide
Wednesday, with Union Home
MinisterAmitShahtellingRajya
Sabha that the Centre had
warned the Kerala government
ofapotentialcalamityandChief
MinisterPinarayiVijayansaying
it was “baseless” to claim the
statedidnotheed thewarning.
At least 174 people were

killedinTuesday’slandslidesand
morethan170arestillmissing.
Clarifying the government’s

stance after a Calling Attention
motion in Rajya Sabha on the
Wayanaddisaster, Shah said the
CentrehadwarnedtheKeralagov-
ernmentonJuly23ofthepossibil-
ityofexcessrainfallandlandslides.
HesaidnineNationalDisaster

Response Force teamshadbeen
senttoKeralaonJuly23,andsub-
sequentwarningswereissuedto
thestategovernmentonJuly24,
July25andJuly26.
Vijayan said in a statement:

“This is not the time to blame
each other.” He said an orange
alertwasinplaceinthedisaster-
hit areas, rather thanaredalert,
and that the actual rainfall was
more thanwhatwas forecast.
Aredalertindicates‘heavyto

extremely heavy rain’ (over 20
cmin24hours),whileanorange

alertmeans ‘very heavy rain’ (6
cmto20cm).
The Chief Minister said the

CentralWater Commission had
notissuedanyfloodwarningsfor
Iruvazhinji river, which flows
through the affected area, from
July23to29."So,wecanseethat
whatwas said inParliament to-
daywasbaseless,"hesaid.
“I am not blaming anyone.

This is not the time for blame
games. But, the Centre needs to
understandthatclimatechange
has led tosignificantalterations
inourenvironmentandthatwe
need to take proactive steps to
address and adapt to these
changes,”Vijayansaid.
Shah said while the

OppositionMPshaddemanded
anearlywarningsystemforsuch
situations,warningsweregiven
in this case. He said the govern-
menthadspentover`2,000crore
on earlywarning systems since
2014, andeverystate isgiven in-
formationsevendaysinadvance.
“Thisisthetimetostandwiththe
Keralagovernmentandthepeo-
ple of Kerala,” Shah said, adding
thathewasnotblaminganyone.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

AS PARLIAMENT debated the
Wayanad disasterWednesday,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
toldLokSabhathathewill intro-
duce a Bill on disastermanage-
mentduringthecurrentsession.
He said: “I haveone request.

Incasesofdisastermanagement,
allstategovernmentsshouldfol-
low all the schemes introduced
after 2014. I amabout tobringa
Bill, too, in this session. I will
speak indetail about it then.”
Earlier in the Lok Sabha, a

CallingAttentionmotionwasin-
troduced on the landslides.
Congress member K C
Venugopalsaid:“Wecanonlyre-
quest the government todo the
maximum.Shorttermactionfor
rescue operations and immedi-
ate relief to the deceased, and
longtermmeasurestoascertain
the people to get away from
thesekindsof tragedies.”
Hesaidthestategovernment

mustclarifyontheUnionHome
Minister’s statement that a
warning had been issued on
June23itself. Butheaddedthat
the issuecanbepoliticisedafter
rescueoperationsconclude.
Speaker Om Birla then ap-

pealed to themembers to keep
thediscussionsconstructive.
Leader of Opposition in Lok

Sabha Rahul Gandhi called the
landslides a “huge tragedy” and
said that themilitarywasdoing
a good job. “Iwould request the
governmenttohelpthepeople,”
hesaid.

“It isquiteclearthatthisarea
has an ecological issue so this
shouldbelookedintoandwhat-
ever high tech solution can be
brought forward thatwould be
good,”addedtheLOP.
Kerala Congress member K

FrancisGeorgesaid:“TheUNin-
tergovernmental panel on cli-
mate change had reported that
inthenext20years, itwillcause
havoc andwidespread natural
calamities inKerala.That report
camelongbackandIwould like
toknowfromtheministerwhat
steps have been taken by the
Central government to warn
about these kinds of issues and
whatpreventivestepshavebeen
taken.”
BJPmemberfromBangalore

SouthTejasviSurya,meanwhile,
allegedthatthestatehadnotre-
movedillegalencroachmentsin
calamity-proneareasamidpres-
sure from religious organisa-
tions.
He then triggered an uproar

in theHouseby targetingRahul
Gandhi, who was anMP from
Wayanad.
The Lok Sabha proceedings

resumed after a brief adjourn-
ment,withVenugopalattacking
Suryafor“politicising”theissue,
demanding an apology from
himand seeking the removal of
his remarks fromtherecords.
SpeakerBirla said Suryahad

not levelled any allegation
against any member. “And if
there isasubjectwhich isnotas
perthetraditionsofthisincident
and House, it will be removed
from records after discussions,”
Birla said.

Govt says disaster
management Bill will
come this session

UnionMinisterAmitShahinRajyaSabhaonWednesday.PTI

AMITABHSINHA
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THOUGH KERALA’SWayanad
receivedmore than five times
the normal rainfall onMonday,
leadingtodevastatinglandslides
earlyTuesdaythatkilledat least
174, the district and the state
haverecordedadeficit inrainfall
so far thismonsoonseason.
According to data from the

IMD,Wayanadhada15percent
deficit in rainfall so far this sea-
son,andKeralaasawholehada
four per cent deficit. Themon-
soon season began in June and
lasts fourmonths.
This unpredictability in pre-

cipitation, wherein very heavy
rain happens in a short span of
timewhiletherestofthedaysgo
relatively dry, has been an in-
creasingtrendin India,oftenat-
tributed to climate change and
as the cause of several disasters
in recentyears.
While overall rainfall during

themonsoon season over India
asawholehasremainedlargely
unchanged, the number of wet
daysduringthisfour-monthpe-
riod has been on a decline.
However, the lower number of
wet days have been producing
relativelylargeramountsofrain.

Some of these days have been
yieldingexcessivelyhighrainfall,
resultinginlargescaleflooding-
- particularly in densely popu-
latedurbancentres--andevents
likelandslidesorglaciallakeout-
bursts in theHimalayanstates.
There has not been a single

yearsincethe2013Uttarakhand
disasterthathasgonebywithout
at least one extreme rainfall
event resulting in lossof lifeand
property.Severaloftheseevents,
like inKashmir in2014,Chennai
in2015,Gujaratin2017,Keralain
2018,andHimachalPradeshlast
year, turnedintomajordisasters
thatclaimedhundredsof lives.
Monday’s rainfall in Kerala

was not extraordinary by these
standards. Wayanad had 140

mm of rain on the day, while
Keralaasawholereceivedabout
118mmof rain. These are high
amounts, but not rare in Kerala
duringthemonsoonseason.The
IMD defines rainfall more than
204 mm as extremely heavy
rainfall. Monday’s rainfall in
Keralawasthusclassifiedonlyas
“veryheavy”rainfall,something
that is not unusual in the state
during themonsoon. Also, the
eventwaslimitedtojustoneday.
The2018incidentinthestate

wasmuchbiggerincomparison.
Thereweretwospellsof torren-
tial rainfall in August, each one
ofthemlastingforfour-fivedays.
At least 500 people were re-
portedtohavediedinthefloods
and landslides.

KeralaCM
Pinarayi
Vijayan

Shah says Centre
warned Kerala days
ago; CM says not the
time for blame game

RescuerssearchforsurvivorsonWednesday.Reuters

Wayanad, Kerala still have
deficient rain this monsoon

More landslides likely: Local
agency that sounded alarm
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

HAMASLEADER IsmailHaniyehwasas-
sassinatedinanairstrikeinTehraninthe
earlyhoursofWednesday.AthoughIsrael
has not claimed responsibility for
Haniyeh’s killing, Hamas and Iran have
blamed Israel for the strike, and prom-
ised“major repercussions”.
Experts believe that Iran could hike

upattacksagainstIsraelthroughitsallies
— a coalition of Iranian-backed groups
known as the ‘axis of resistance’.
Hezbollah,Hamas,thePalestinianIslamic
Jihad (PIJ), and the Houthis are some of
themajorgroups in thealliance.

Howwasthecoalitionformed?
The roots of the ‘axis of resistance’ go

back to the Iranian Revolution of 1979,
which paved the way for radical Shia
Muslim clerics to come to power. To ex-
panditspoliticalandmilitaryinfluencein
aregionwheremostpowers—suchasUS-
allySaudiArabia—areSunni-majorityna-
tions, Iran’snewregimebegantosupport
non-state actors. Another reason for this
wastodeterthreatsfromIsraelandtheUS
—IranhasseenIsrael’screationin1948as
ameansfortheUS(andtheWest)toinflu-
encetheregionforitsstrategicinterests.
The coalition’s name is said to be in-

spiredby formerUSPresidentGeorgeW
Bush’suseoftheterm‘axisofevil’— refer-
ring to Iran, IraqandNorthKorea— inhis
2002Stateof theUnionaddress.

Whichgroupsarepartof the Iran-led
‘axisof resistance’?

■SetupbyIran’sRevolutionaryGuards

in the early 1980s, Hezbollah (meaning
‘PartyofGod’)isaShiitemilitantorganisa-
tion.ItwasformedtofightIsraeliforcesthat
had invadedLebanon in1982.Hezbollah
isthebiggestandmostpowerfulmember
oftheaxis.Itisbelievedtopossessasignif-
icant arsenal, and has 30,000 to 45,000
members. Hezbollah and Israel have
clashedwith each other onmany occa-
sions. They fought awar for the first time
in 2006, and have since then often ex-
changedfire,especiallyafterOctober7.

■Hamas,aPalestinianSunnimilitant
group, has been running the region of
Gaza since 2007. It emerged during the
first Intifada, or Palestinian uprising,
against Israeli rule in 1987. Hamas op-
poses Zionism, the 19th-century politi-
cal project that advocates for an ethnic
homeland for the Jewish people. Iran is
knowntosupply funding,weapons, and
expertise to themilitantgroup.

■PIJisaSunniIslamistmilitantgroup,
whichaimstoestablishanIslamicstatein
Palestine. According to the US govern-
ment, “It is the second-largest militant
group in the Gaza Strip and theWest
Bank, founded in 1979 as an offshoot of
theMuslimBrotherhood inEgypt”.

■Houthis are a Zaydi Shia militant
groupwhichhasbeeninvolvedinthecivil
war in Yemen for over a decade. They
seized Sana’a, Yemen’s capital, in 2014,
andtodaycontrolnorthernYemen.They
also have a presence inmost regions of
the country. In response to Israel’s on-
slaughtonGazaafterOctober7,thegroup
began to attack ships crossing the Red
Sea,demandinganendtotheinvasionof
thePalestinianenclave.

WITHINPUTSFROMREUTERS

BABIESWITHpeanutallergieswillbeex-
posed to peanuts from an early age in
Australia, in what is described as a
“world-firstmodel aiming to transform
allergycare.”TheNationalAllergyCentre
of Excellence (NACE), funded by the
Australian Government, has partnered
with10paediatrichospitalstointroduce
a free,nationwideprogramme.
Underthis,allergicchildrenunder12

monthswill follow a carefully planned
dailydosingscheduleof peanutpowder
over twoyears.
Professor Perrett, head of the pro-

gramme,said,“Afoodallergytestattheend
ofthetreatmentwillhelpdetermineif re-
missionwasachieved.Thesechildrenwill
thenbefollowedinroutineclinicalcarefor
at least12months tohelpusevaluate the
acceptability,safetyandeffectiveness,qual-
ityof lifeandlong-termoutcomes.”
In recent years, peanut allergy cases

among childrenhavebecomea causeof

concern in many developed nations.
Exposuretopeanutscanresultinbreath-
ing difficulties, hives, swelling or other
symptomsof severeallergic reactions.
AccordingtotheMountSinaiHospital

in theUS, themost convincing theory to
explain the rise in allergies in the devel-
opedworldisthe“hygienehypothesis”.It
suggeststhat“cleanliving”,withlessfarm
living and theuseofmedications topre-
vent and quickly treat infections, leaves
ourimmunesysteminastatethatismore
prone to attack harmless proteins like
those in foodsandpollen.Other theories
pertaintothetimingoftheintroductionof
the food,andhowthefoodisprepared.
Some studies suggest that giving

peanuts to infants “dramatically” de-
creasestheriskofdevelopingallergies. If
successful, Australia’s plancouldalsobe
useful for devising treatments for other
kindsof allergies.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

AUSTRALIA’S ‘WORLDFIRST’MODEL
TOCOMBATPEANUTALLERGY

AJOYSINHAKARPURAM
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE UTTAR PRADESH Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of ReligionAct, 2021,
which prohibits religious conversion
through “unlawful”means, was passed by
the state assembly four years ago. On
Tuesday, the assembly passed an amend-
menttothisAct,makingitstricterandmore
widely enforceable.

Whywastheamendmentbrought in?
TheAmendmentwas introducedbythe

BJP government in UPwith the stated aim
of protecting certain groups of people, in-
cluding minors, people with disabilities,
women, and persons belonging to
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe
(ST)communities. Itsaysthatthepenalpro-
visions under the2021Actwere “not suffi-
cient to prevent and control religious con-
version andmass conversion” of persons
belonging to thesegroups.
ThisreflectstheviewexpressedbyJustice

RohitRanjanAgarwalof theAllahabadHigh
Court on July 1. In his order rejecting a bail
application filed by an accused under the
2021Act,hestatedthat“unlawfulactivityof
conversion of people of SC/ST castes and…
economicallypoorpersonsintoChristianity
is being done at rampant pace throughout
theStateofUttarPradesh”.
TheAmendmentisalsosettoresolvecer-

tain difficulties that have arisen in the past
pertainingtoSection4ofthe2021Actwhich
allowed“Anyaggrievedperson,his/herpar-
ents,brother,sister,oranyotherpersonwho
is related to him/her by blood,marriage or
adoption” to fileanFIR forunlawfulconver-
sionwith thepolice.
TheAllahabadHighCourt,onat least two

occasions in 2023, has held that the phrase
“any aggrievedperson” does notmean that
anyonecanfileanFIRforunlawfulconversion.
InSeptember2023,inthecaseofJosePapachen
vs.StateofUttarPradesh,thecourtheldthatthis
phraseis“qualified”and“completelywhittled
down”bythecategoriesthatfollowit(parents,
brother, sister, etc). The court gave a similar
analysis in a February 2023 order in the
FatehpurMassConversioncase.

WhatchangesdoestheAmendment

introducetothe2021Act?
TheAmendmentremovesrestrictionson

who can file an FIR, proposes stringent bail
conditions similar to those for accusedper-
sons in terrorism andmoney laundering
cases,andincreasesthepunishmentforun-
lawful conversion.

■ ‘Anyperson’ canfileFIR
TheAmendmentchangesthewordingof

Section4toaddresstheaforementioned“dif-
ficulties”. The revised provision states that
“anyperson” can file anFIR related toviola-
tionof the2021Act inthemannerprovided
under thenew lawgoverning criminal pro-
cedure, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS).
Under Section 173 of the BNSS, which

deals with the registration of an FIR, infor-
mationregardingacrimecanbegiventothe
officerinchargeofapolicestation“irrespec-
tiveof theareawheretheoffenceiscommit-
ted”.Thismeansthatany individualcanap-
proach any police station to file an FIR for
allegedcrimesunder theAct.

■Strictbail conditions
Section3ofthe2021Actpunishesreligious

conversionthrough“misrepresentation,force,
undue influence, coercion, allurement or by
any fraudulentmeans”,which also includes
“conversionby solemnisationofmarriageor
relationshipinthenatureofmarriage”through
theuseof thelistedillegalmeans.
For those accused under Section 3, the

Amendment introduces stringent bail con-

ditions that are akin to the bail conditions
under thePreventionofMoneyLaundering
Act, 2002, and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act, 1967.
Under the new Section 7, an accused

cannot be releasedonbail unless two con-
ditionshavebeenmet.First, thepublicpros-
ecutor (theadvocaterepresentingthestate
government prosecuting the crime) must
begiventheopportunity toopposethebail
application. Second, thecourtmustbe sat-
isfied that there are “reasonable grounds
forbelieving thathe isnotguiltyof suchan
offenceandthatnooffencecanbecommit-
tedbyhimwhile onbail”.

■Enhancementofpunishments
Apartfromincreasingtheyearsof impris-

onment under Section 5 of the Act (refer to
thebox),theAmendmentalsoaddstwonew
categoriesof offences.
First, if the accused has receivedmoney

from “foreign or illegal institutions” in con-
nectionwithunlawfulconversion,theymay
bepunishedwith7-14years imprisonment
anda fineof at leastRs.10,00,000.
Second, if the accused causes any per-

sonto“fearofhis lifeorproperty,assaultsor
uses force,promisesor instigatesmarriage,
conspiresor inducedanyminor,womanor
person to traffics or otherwise sells them”,
theyshallbepunishedwithaminimum20
yearsimprisonmentwhichcanbeextended
to life imprisonment.
With the inclusionof “promisesor insti-

gatesmarriage” in the category of offences
that carries a prison sentence of 20 years to
life, the Amendment greatly enhances the
punishment for unlawful conversion
throughmarriage from amaximumof the
previousmaximumof10years.

What isnext foranti-conversionlaws?
With other BJP-ruled states such as

Uttarakhand,Gujarat, andMadhyaPradesh
havingenactedsimilaranti-conversionlaws,
UttarPradesh’sAmendmentcouldseethem
followsuit.
Thatsaid,suchlawshavebeenchallenged

incourtbyvariousindividualsandorganisa-
tionssuchastheNGOCitizensforJusticeand
Peace(CJP)andtheJamiat-Ulama-i-Hind.CJP
hasfiledapetitionseekingtotransferall the
challenges to anti-conversion laws before
variousHighCourts to theSupremeCourt.
Theapexcourtisyettoruleonthematter.

Anti-conversion law in UP
TheUttarPradeshAssemblyhaspassedanamendmentto its2021anti-conversionlaw.What is theUP
government’sexplanationforupdatingthelaw? Whatchangehastheamendmentbrought in?
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Iran-backedanti-US,anti-Israelgroupingcomprising
Hezbollah,HamasandtheHouthis, amongothers

‘AXISOFRESISTANCE’

THISWORDMEANS

PRANESHDEY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

ABOMBARDIERCRJ200 jetwith19people
on board crashed shortly after takeoff at
Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan International
AirportonJuly24.Thepilot,CaptainManish
RajShakya,was thesole survivor.
Afive-memberpanelhasbeensetupto

probe the crash but its find-
ings are not likely to bepub-
lished any time soon. That
said, it is possible to make
some informed conjecture
basedonvideofootageof the
incidentwhichhasemergedovertheweek
since it took place. The ill-fated aircraft is
seen banked steeply to the right before
ploughing into theground.

Unusual attitude
TheBombardier’sexcessiverightbankput

the plane in an ‘unusual attitude’. Attitude
refers to an aircraft’s position relative to
Earth’shorizon—anaircraftfliesstraightand
level (wingsparallel to thehorizon), climbs
(noseabovethehorizon),descends(nosebe-
lowthehorizon),andbanksright(rightwing
lowerthantheleftwing)orleft.

For passenger jets, straight and level
flight,climb,descent,andbankswithinstip-
ulatedlimitsare‘normalattitudes’.Anyde-
viation from these— such as an excessive
nose-high attitude, or a steep dive— is an
unusualattitudeoran‘aerodynamicupset’.
The Pilot’s Manual: Instrument Flying,

published by the Aviation Supplies &
Academics,Inc.(ASA),describesanunusual
attitude as (a) bank angles in excess of 30

degrees; (b) nose-high atti-
tudeswith a decreasing air-
speed;(c)nose-lowattitudes
withanincreasingairspeed.
An unusual attitude is

usually followed by a ‘stall’
i.e.theaircraftisunabletogenerate‘lift’, the
aerodynamic force which sustains flight,
and literally begins to fall out of the sky.
Unless a pilot is able to quickly restore the
aircraft to straight and level flight, the up-
set canpotentially turn fatal.

Stalls, angle of attack
Aircraftwingshaveacambershape—the

topsurfaceiscurvedandthebottomflat.As
air travels over and below thewings, the
pressure difference produces lift. But the
wingsgenerateliftsolongastheangleofat-
tack(AOA)doesn’tcrossthecritical limit.

AOAistheangleatwhichthewingsmeet
theoncomingairflow—itiscrucialforlift.At
small angles of attack, the air travels
smoothlyfromthewings’leadingedge(front
part) tothetrailingedge,producing lift.The
air is thus ‘attached’ tothewing’ssurface.
But,oncetheAOAcrossesacriticalangle

(say14-15degrees,thisvariesaircrafttoair-
craft), the oncoming air no longer travels
smoothlyalongthewing’ssurface.Theair-
flow becomes disturbed, and ‘separates’
from thewings. This causes the onset of a
stall. The aircraft starts juddering, controls

becomesluggish,thenosedrops,and,ifnot
arrestedquickly, it canentera spin.
While an excessive nose-high attitude

is behindmost stalls in passenger jets, an
aircraft can stall in any attitude if the criti-
cal AOA is exceeded. For example, fighter
jets,whicharedesignedtofly inadive,can
stall duringsuchmanoeuvres.
Recoveryfromastall issimple:pushthe

nose down to reduce the AOA, so that the
wingsstartproducingliftagain.Becausethe
noseneedstobepusheddown,anystallre-
coveryresultsinalossofaltitude.So,anair-

craftapproachingastallclosetotheground
canbehazardous.

Wing stalls
Not all stalls are preceded by a nose

drop, though. Sometimes, onewingmay
stall firstbefore theother. This isknownas
a‘wingstall’.Thestalledwingdropssharply
andtheaircraftrolls intoanexcessivebank,
which may have been the case with the
crashedBombardier.
Instinctively, a pilot may feel a strong

urge to raise theaffectedwingbyapplying

‘ailerons’, the fin-likemovable surfaces lo-
cated on thewing’s trailing edge, close to
thewingtipwhichareused tobankanair-
craft. But ina stalledwing, theailerons too
becomeineffectiveandusingthemtoraise
the dropped wing will worsen the stall.
Therefore, recovery from awing stall also
lies in pushing the nose down, applying
rudder in the opposite direction of the
droppedwing,holdingtheaileronsneutral
andaddingpower.

Fate is the hunter
Hadtheemergencystruckwhentheair-

craft was several thousand feet in the air,
Capt Shakya probably would have suc-
ceeded in saving the aircraft and its occu-
pants. Unfortunately, he did not have the
advantage of altitude to recover from the
upset, run the appropriate checklists, and
landbackat theairport.
Perhaps,hisnextbestoptionwas to re-

cover—whichmighthaverequiredpushing
the nose down and losing altitude— from
the ‘upset’ and crash-land straight ahead.
But the planewas so low, he probably ‘ran
outof sky’ inno time.
In the video, one can see thewings be-

comelevelbrieflybefore the jetplunges to
theground, erupting ina fireball.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, JULY31

PARAKH—astandard-settingbodyunderthe
NCERT for student assessment, and theeval-
uationofallschoolboardsinIndia—hassub-
mittedan‘equivalence’reporttotheMinistry
of Education. The report gives recommenda-
tions onhowacademic standards across all
schoolboardscanbemadeanalagous.

Whatdoesequivalenceacrossschool
boardsmean?
Currently, there are 69 school boards in

India, includingstateboards,CBSE, ICSE, the
NationalInstituteofOpenSchooling(NIOS),
open school boards, andmadrasa boards,
among others. These boards are different
from one another in terms of curricula, ex-
aminations, structure, functioning, etc. As a
result,someofthemareseenas“better”than
others, according toagovernmentofficial.

The ‘equivalence’ reportmakes sugges-
tionswhichwillhelpchangethat.Itsetsstan-
dards for the boards across five categories:
administration,curriculum,assessment, in-
clusiveness, and infrastructure.
The official said equivalence of boards

would ensure that “every
learnerwhoenrols inaschool
affiliated in any board…
[would] get certain standard-
ised, benchmarked facilities
forperformance.”

Whatarethereport’srecommendations?
■ The report suggests that a student’s

performance in classes 9, 10, and 11 should
becountedtowardstheirfinalmarksforclass
12.Theclass12reportcardshouldbeenvis-
agedas a “cumulative” one, andaweight of
15%forClass9,20%forClass10,25%forClass
11,and40%forClass12shouldgointothefi-
nal class12results.

■Assessmentsshouldbeintermsofcred-

its ineachgrade.Astudentcanearnacertain
numberof credits foreachsubject, forpursu-
ing online courses, and for activities that are
partof theholisticprogresscard.Thiswill in-
cludethestudent’sevaluationof themselves,
andtheteacher’sassessmentof thestudent.

■Thereportsuggeststhat
boards develop a cadre of
“professionalpapersetters”—
teacherswhowill be trained
topreparequestionpapersto

ensure standardisation in the assessments
inclasses9,10,11, and12.

■ For standardisationof questionpapers,
thereportrecommendsthatforclasses9and
11, boards create aquestionbank for all sub-
jects offered, and ablueprint for developing
questionpapers. Questionpaper blueprints
havealsobeensuggestedforclasses10and12.

■The report says that theguidelines for
school affiliation specified by the boards be
finalisedaccordingtoitsrecommendations.
It suggests that the boards should conduct

periodicreviewsofaffiliatedschools,andaf-
filiations shouldbegranted foramaximum
of threeyearsonly.

■The boards should incorporate digital
literacyinaffiliatedschools, includingtrain-
ing incodingandcybersecurity, andadhere
to the National Curriculum Framework for
SchoolEducation.

Howwasthereportprepared?
Atotalof32boards,excludingtheSanskrit

boards,madrasaboards,andtechnicalboards,
wereassessedtodeterminetheirpresentsta-
tus. PARAKHgaveaquestionnaire, compris-
ing questions on different parameters such
as administration and curricula, to these
boards, and then analysed their responses.
Thebodyalsoexaminedtwoyears’worthof
questionpaperspreparedbytheboards.
Lastweek,PARAKHheldaconferencewith

representatives of seven state boards to dis-
cuss the report’s recommendations. Con-
ferenceswiththerestwillbeheldinAugust.

What ‘equivalence’ among school boardsmeans
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What is ‘wing stall’, potentially behind the recent Kathmandu plane crash
BEHINDAIRPLANES’ FLIGHT: A FEWKEYCONCEPTS

Horizon

Angleof attack

ANGLEOFATTACKIS
CRUCIALFORLIFT

THEAILERONS
CONTROLROLL

THEELEVATOR
CONTROLSPITCH

Velocity Aileron

Aileron

Elevator

Pitch
angle

Flightpathangle

BEFORE
1-5YEARS imprisonmentandafine
of at leastRs15,000for thebase
offence;

2-10YEARS imprisonmentand
afineof at leastRs20,000 if thevictim
isaminor,woman,ora
personbelongingtoanSCorST
community;

3-10YEARSandafineof at least
Rs50,000 incasesofmass
conversion.

AFTER
3-10YEARS imprisonmentandafine
of at leastRs50,000for thebase
offence;

5-14YEARS imprisonmentandafine
of at leastRs1,00,000 if thevictimisa
minor,awoman, fromanSCorST
community,hasaphysicaldisability,
orhasamental illness;

7-14YEARS imprisonmentandafine
of at leastRs1,00,000 incasesofmass
conversion.

AMENDMENTHAS INTRODUCEDSTRICTERPUNISHMENTS

TheAmendmentwaspassed inUttarPradeshAssemblyonTuesday. PTI
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PVSINDHU
BADMINTONWOMEN’SSINGLES

WORLD VIEWFINDER: SIMONE BILES INACTIONAGAIN.INDIA VIEWFINDER: SWAPNILKUSALEWILL BE INTHE 50MRIFLE 3-POSITIONMEN'S FINAL.

Alsokeeptrackof: Archery:Men's recurveR64,Pravin JadhavvsKaoWenchao:2.31pm(R32 ifhewins); Shooting:50mRifle3-PositionWomen'squalification:3.30pmnjumMoudgil, SiftKaurSamra.

BOXING
WOMEN’S50KGR16:
2.30PM

NIKHATZAREEN

Inprobably themostsignificantboutof
hercareersofar,Nikhatwill takeonthe
hugechallengeofChinesefavouriteWu
Yu, inabattleofworldchampions.

SHOOTING
50MRIFLE3-POSITION
MEN’SFINAL: 1 PM
SWAPNILKUSALE

After struggling toqualify formost
finals inTokyo, Indiahavehadadecent
hit-rate inParis,withSwapnil the latest
to reachthemedal round.Sift and
Anjumwillbe in50m3Pqualification
round.

HOCKEY
MEN'SPOOLB, INDIAVS
BELGIUM:1.30PM

In abattleof twoteamswhohave
alreadyqualifiedforthequarterfinals,
HarmanpreetSinghandCowill facea
litmustestof their levelagainstanelite
teambeforeknockouts.

BADMINTON
ROUNDOF16: QUARTERS:
TIMESTBC

PVSINDHU,HSPRANNOY,LAKHSYASEN,
SATWIK-CHIRAG

Thursdaywill determine to a large
extent if Indian badminton’smedal
run can continue at the Olympics. PV
Sindhu faces a tough test vs He, as do
SatChi against Chia-Soh.

ATHLETICS
MEN/WOMEN20KMRACE
WALK:11AM

PARAMJEETSINGHBISHT,AKSHDEEPSINGH,
VIKASHSINGH/PRIYANKAGOSWAMI

India'sathleticscontingentwillget
goingwiththe20kmracewalkers first
enteringthefray.Botharemedalevents.

GOLF
MEN'S INDIVIDUAL,
ROUND1: 12.30PM

GAGANJEETBHULLAR,SHUNBHANKARSHARMA

Golfwasanunexpectedhit for the
Indiancontingent inTokyo,whereAditi
Ashokmadewaves.Actionbegins in
PariswhereShubhankarandGaganjeet
teeoff in themen'sevent. Itwillbegin
with first roundof strokeplay.

ARTISTICGYMNASTICS
WOMEN’S INDIVIDUAL
ALL-ROUNDFINAL:9.45PM

SimoneBileswinning a goldmedal
alongside herUSA teammateswasn't
exactly a surprise but it should ease
anydoubts in hermind. Now, it is a real
challenge as shewill be up against her
teammate Sunisa Lee. A title here
would be an incredible feat.

SWIMMING
WOMEN’S200MBUTTERFLY
FINAL:12.00AMIST(FRIDAY)

SUMMERMCINTOSH

SummerMcIntosh, the17-year-old
Canadian is someoneweare going to
hear a lot innear future and shewill be
upagainst Tatjana Smith in a close
battle for the200mfly title. There are
four finals scheduled.

TENNIS
WOMEN'SSINGLESSF:
3.30PMONWARDS

Asuperb semifinal is on the cards in
thewomen's drawasoutright favourite
Iga Swiatekwill takeonZhengQinwen
todecidewho reaches the final. Can
Swiatek continue todominateon clay?

TABLETENNIS
MEN'SSINGLESQUARTERS:
2.30PMONWARDS

QFactiongets interestingasTruls
Moregard'smassivewinagainstNo.1
seedWangChuqinhasensuredthat
therewillbeutmostonlyChineseonthe
men's singlespodium,araresight.

WHATTOWATCH

Athletes withdraw against Israelis, anthem jeered and their players booed

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, JULY31

THEJUDOKAToharButbulemergedfromthe
tunnelslappinghisfaceandarms,lettingout
a roar. With much purpose, the Tokyo
Olympics bronzemedallistmarched to the
centreofthemat,whereheturnedandstood
facingtheentrance,waitingforhisopponent
to emerge.Hewaited andkeptwaiting. But
no one stepped out. Messaoud Redouane
Dris, from Arab-majority Algeria, did not
wanttocompeteagainstButbul,whoisfrom
Israel.Officially,Drisdidnotpasstheweigh-
in; hewas 400 gramsheavier than the per-
missibleweight in the73kgcategory.
Butinreality,theinstancethattookplace

onMondaymorningatLeArenaChampsde
Marswasanotherinstanceofanathletefrom
Israel being snubbed at the Paris Olympics
in thebackdropof theconflict inGaza.
At the Paris Olympics, Team Israel isn’t

exactly ‘Bienvenue-d’.

Days before the opening ceremony, a
Memberof theParliamentrepresentingthe
La France Insoumise party, Thomas Portes
said Israeli athletes ‘are notwelcome at the
Paris Olympics’. Inside the Parismetro net-
work, stickers demanding a ‘ban’ on Israel
werepastedonthedoorsofmanytrainswith
a statement, in bold and caps, that read:
“Genocide isnotanOlympicSport”.
WhenIsrael’sfootballteamtookthefield

fortheir firstmatchof theGamesattheParc
desPrinces,againstMalilastweek,thecoun-
try’s national anthemwas so loudly jeered
that the volume of the stadium’s speakers
hadtobeincreasedtodrownoutthatnoise.
And at the swimming arena, 100m

women’sbackstrokespecialistAvivBarzelay
walked out for her heat to a smattering of
boos.Wherevertheywent,the88Israeliath-
letes competing at the Paris Olympics have
beenmadeto feelunwelcome.
ThatmorningattheChampsdeMarswas

justanotherdayinthelifeofanIsraeliathlete
attheGames.“Unfortunately,Ialreadyexpe-
rienced this at the lastOlympics against an-
otherathlete,”Butbul told reportersafterhe
lost inthesecondround.
InTokyo, twoofhispotentialopponents,

Algeria’s Fethi Nourine and Sudan’s
MohamedAbdalrasoolwerereadytogiveup

their Olympic dreams rather than facing an
Israeli. Butbul added: “It's hard because I
wantto fight, toexpressmyself. It'smyjob. I
amanathlete.He'sasportsmantoo,I'msure
hewanted to fight, he alsoworked hard to
gettothispoint.Buthe, liketheothers, isthe
victimof decisions thatarenothis.”

Intheoverallcontext,anopponentwith-
drawingmustbetheleasttroublingissuefor
Israeliathletes,whohavefaceddeaththreats
andbeentargetsof cyberattacks.
Earlierthisweek,LeMondereportedthat

the French police opened an investigation
into death threats received by three Israeli

athletesat theParisGames. Thenewspaper
added that the incident came days after
‘Israel’s foreignministerwarned his French
counterpartofanallegedIranian-backedplot
to target Israeli athletes and tourists during
theParisOlympicGames.’
The incidentoccurredwhenFrance’s cy-

bercrime unit, which goes by the acronym
OFAC,wasaskedtoremovetheprivatedataof
Israeli athletes. According to the Agence
FrancePresse,data—includingbloodtestre-
sultsandlog-incredentials—werepublished
on socialmedia, with the hackers allegedly
also revealing themilitary service status of
Israel’sathletesonly.“Pharos,aplatformthat

reports unlawful content online, has called
ontheOFACtoremovetheathletes'details,”
theAFPreported.
TheIsraelicontingenthasbeenprovided

high-levelsecurityattheGames.Unlikeath-
letesfromothernations,alotof themarees-
corted to and from events by elite security
units and have been given round-the-clock
protection, including at the Village. Israel’s
internal security service, Shin Bet, is also
helping with the team’s security and the
sportspersons have been cautioned over
how to react against any possible provoca-
tionsdirectedat them.
ThelocalFrenchauthorities,meanwhile,

also shifted amemorial ceremony for the
Israeli athletes killed in the 1972 Olympics
fromParis’ CityHall to Israel’s embassy.
Inside the Games Village, meanwhile,

Israel’s athletes said theyareminglingwith
other athletes, going to the dining hall and
freelywearingtheircountry’scolours. “Iam
feelingverysafeandverygoodherebecause
of the security,” badminton player Misha
Zilberman,whoisparticipatinginhisfourth
Olympics, told The Indian Express. “At the
Olympic Village, we are all athletes there.
There isnopressure. It is quite comfortable.
I canwalk freely,noescorts. InParis, too,we
canwalk freely.”

EXPRESSAT
OLYMPICS

Israeli judokaToharButbul’sopponentMessaoudRedouaneDrisofAlgeriadid
not turnupashewas400gramsover theweight limitatweigh in. Reuters

WhenIsrael’s football teamtook
thefieldfor their firstmatchof
theGamesat theParcdes
Princes,againstMali lastweek,
thecountry’snationalanthem
wasso loudly jeeredthat the
volumeof thestadium’s
speakershadtobe increasedto
drownoutthatnoise.

Manika’s dreamy
Olympic run ends

MIHIRVASAVDA
PARIS, JULY31

WITHA confident glint in her eyes,Manika
Batracrouchedso lowtoservethatonlyher
Olympicringsandtri-colourpaintedfinger-
nails protruded over the table. By the time
sheemergedtolaunchthesliceservetoopen
thematch, the trailblazing Olympian was
grippedbynerves.Theballtumbledintothe
net, andManika smiled and shrugged. For
therestof thenight, theshrugremainedbut
thesmilehaddisappeared.
Painfulasitwastowatch,shefoughtwith

thedemonsinherheadandenduredamelt-
downinfullpublicview.Inbetweentherare
‘cho’ — her rallying cry every time she con-
nectedwellwiththeball—Manikahadlooks
ofdisgustanddisbelief,sheflungthepaddle
once on the table and smashed the ball on
the floor, slapped her thigh in anger and
lookeddisconsolatelyathercoaches—Aman
BalguinthestandsandMassimoConstantini
inhercorner.
Manika lost 1-4 (6-11, 9-11, 14-12, 8-11,

6-11) to Japan’sMiuHirano in theRoundof
16 of the Paris Olympics in a 47-minute
match, at the end of which she exited the
North Paris Arenawith her head bowed. It
wasacampaign,however,thatsheneednot
feel embarrassedabout.
Fighting for a spot in thequarterfinalsof

theOlympicswasanunchartedterritorynot
just forManika but for Indian table tennis
overall. Tomatch the occasion,Manika said
shefelttheneedtodosomething‘different’.
“I was trying to win, win, win, win… and
then lostmy calmness. She (Miu) didn’t do
anything different today, but I had to,”
Manikasaidafter thematch.
Indeed,Miuwassimplybeingherself.The

Japanese star is a player unlikemanyon the
circuit.Sheusedhershoulders tohit theball
off thebounceratherthanwaitingtomeetit
onthehighestpoint. Itwasahigh-riskstrat-
egyfraughtwithriskbecause,asithappened
duringacoupleofpoints,shemissedtheball.
But italsogotherhighrewards, as shedom-
inatedtherallieswithherspeedandattacked
Manika’s shotsaggressively.
Miustartedbytargetting,usingherback-

hand,Manika’sforehand,whichwasn’tflow-
ing. As thematch progressed, the direction
of her attacks changed and she began to
crampManika for space on the backhand

side,placingtheballacoupleof inchesaway
fromthehip.Manikadidn’thaveananswer
to that — a couple of times, she just caught
theball andreturned it toheropponent.
ButasmuchasMiu’scounter-hitting,this

was also amatchwherenerves got thebet-
ter of Manika. At one point, when coach
Constantini sensed trouble as themomen-
tumwasswingingrapidlyinMiu’sfavour,he
called for a time-out. “You hit the ball too
nervously,”saidtheItalian.“Thinkwhatkind
of spinyoucangive…”
ItwasthefirsttimeConstantinimadedi-

rect intervention; until then hewas sitting
in the chair andwildly gesticulating, telling
Manikaallthethingsshecoulddobetter.And
thereweremany.
Whensheracedtoearly leadsonly toal-

lowMiutocomeback,Constantiniwouldtell
her tomake the Japanesemove rather than
keeping the ball within her reach. When
Manika did that— cleverly playing atMiu’s
backhand and then changing the direction
with thenext shot—shegot instant results.
Whenshegotthispartof thegameright,

the serveswouldeludeher, falling sonicely
forMiuthatshecouldstarttheralliesonthe
frontfoot.Constantiniwouldonceagainsig-
nal frombehind, invain, tomix thingsup.
Withnothing goingherway,Manikabe-

gan to lose her cool. In the first game,when
Miuerasedathree-pointadvantage,Manika
dumpedherracquetonthetableandwalked
inanoppositedirection.AfterMiurecovered
thelostgroundsimilarlyinthesecond,Manika
lookedhelplesslyfirstandBalguandthento-
wards Constantini. When shemounted a
slightcomebackbywinningthethird,Manika
raisedherfistandpunchedtheairaggressively
inMiu’s direction, but in the fourth after the
Japanese foxedherwithher speed and spin,
Manikawouldhelplessly laughatherself.
“Icouldhaveputinmoreeffort,”Manika

said.“Internally, Iamnothappywithmyself
withhowIstartedthematch.Today, Icanbe
sad.Fromtomorrow,Ihavetoprepareformy
teamevent.”

ManikaBatraduringherroundof16matchagainstMiuHiranoof Japan.Reuters

Loses to higher-ranked JapaneseMiuHirano6-11,
9-11,14-12,8-11,6-11 in thepre-quarterfinals

Fightingforaspot inthe
quarterfinalsof theOlympics
wasanunchartedterritorynot
just forManikabut for Indian
tabletennisoverall.

Pos. Country G S B Total

1. Japan 6 2 4 12

2. China 5 3 2 10

3. Korea 5 3 1 9

4. France 4 7 3 14

5. Australia 4 3 0 7

25. India 0 0 1 1

RESULTSDAY3
SHOOTING
50m3PositionsMen’s
Qualification:
■ Swapnil Kusale finishes
seventh, qualifies for final
Swapnil Kusale qualified for the
finals of 50mrifle 3positions
here after finishing seventh in
thequalification roundbut
AishwaryTomar endedat the
11thposition tomakeanexit.
The finals of 50mrifle 3positions
will beheldonThursday.

BADMINTON
Group stage:
Men’s singles:
■ Lakshya Senbeats Jonatan
Christie 21-1921-11
Women’s singles:
■PVSindhubeatsEstonia’s
KristanKuuba21-521-10

TABLETENNIS
Women’s singlesR32:
■ SreejaAkulabeats China’s
Zeng Jian4-2
Birthdaygirl SreejaAkulamade
historyby joiningManikaBatra
(who last later in theday) as the
only Indians to reach thepre-
quarters at theOlympics.Was
made to toil but prevailed in the
crucialmoments, especially the
tiebreakers in the sixth and
crucial game. PlaysherR16 later
in theday (aftermidnight).

Women’s singlesR16:
■ManikBatra lost to Japan’sMiu
Hirano1-4.

ARCHERY:
Women's individualR32
■DeepikaKumari beats
Netherlands’ QuintyRoeffen6-2.
Men's individualR32
■ TarundeepRai loses toBritain’s
TomHall 4-6.

MEDAL’S TALLY

*Atmidnight

Team USA
and Biles earn
redemption
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, JULY31

SIMONE BILES, Jordan
Chiles and Sunisa Lee
spent the night before
perhapsthebiggestgym-
nasticsmeetof theirlives
restless.
Therewas tension in

theair. They'dallbeen in
the Olympic spotlight before, experiences
that left themwithmedalsbutalsothekind
of scars—betheyphysical,psychologicalor
both — that heal but never really go away.
Andhere theywere inParis, the leadersof a
star-ladenUSteameveryoneexpectedtofin-
ish atop themedal stand, and something
wasn't right.
In a different time, in a different era, it

might have festered. Might have followed
themonto the floor atBercyArenaand into
thehistorybooks, too. This isnotadifferent
time.This isnotadifferentera. This isnow.
SotheoldestteamtheUShaseversentto

theOlympics, includinga trio thathasspent
their respective careers breaking barriers
aboutwhat a female gymnast can and can't
do,whattheycanandcan'tbe,didsomething
theyneverusedtodo.Theytalked,withBiles
—threeyears removedfromaTokyoGames
thatdragged theconversationaroundmen-
tal health and sports kicking and screaming
into the light — right in themiddle of it. “I
think therewas a little bit of struggle,” she
said. “So itwasreallyneeded.”
Bythetimetheywalkedontothefloorfor

the Olympic final, the tension was gone,
largelyreplacedwithjoy.Andnotsoonafter,
gold.Theself-described“RedemptionTour,"
the moniker given to a team filled with
womenwhowantedtoreturntotheGames
fordeeplypersonalreasons,endedwithBiles
and theAmericanswhere theyhavealmost
alwaysbeensincesheburstontothescene11
years ago: on top of the podium, the rest of
theworld lookingup.
EightyearsafterwinninggoldinRiowith

ateamthatcalledAlyRaismangrandmabe-
cause shewas all of 22, Biles—now27 and
married—was back againwith Jade Carey
(24),Chiles(23),Lee(21)andteenagerHezly
Riveraatherside.“Wedon'thavetobeputin
the box anymore,” Biles said about a group
thathasdubbeditself“TheGoldenGirls.”No,
theydon't.WithBilesather show-stopping
best,theAmericans'totalof171.296waswell
clearof ItalyandBrazil andtheexclamation
point of a year-long run inwhich Biles has
cementedher legacy as the greatest ever in
her sport.

GYMNASTICS
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SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,JULY31

LAKSHYASENwas too busy getting good at
badminton all these years to leaf through
Frenchphilosophy.TheAlmorashuttlerdoes-
n’t do furrowedbrowsanyway. At 2-8down
in the opening set against title contender
JonatanChristie inamust-winshoot-off, Sen
wasn't drowning in existential angst of the
Olympicvariety.Whenaskedofhis treacher-
ouspathtoParisknockoutsthatwentthrough
Christie,Sentoldthemediauncomplicatedly,
anduncomplainingly, "Forme, thatwas the
onlywaytogoforward."
Jean-Paul Sartre, born just 10 kms away

frombadminton'svenuePortdelaChapelleof
the18Arrondissement,whodisdainedpeo-
plemakingexcuses, andofwhomSenmight
know scant or nothing about, would have
chuckled at this APDhillon-version of opti-
misminexisting.
Half of Sen's fanbasehadbeenmuttering

away restlessly about his toughdrawand its
assortedunfairnesses - an extramatch than
everybodyelse,thenadeletedmatchlikeno-
bodyelse,andfinallythetoughestearlymatch
againstaTop3toevengetoutofGroupL.Sen
whobelieves big events deserve bigmatch-
ups, stayed undeterred as he clinically and
charismatically tookapart thirdseed Jonatan
Christie, ina21-18,21-12feast.
Itwasclinicalbecause21-12inthesecond

was a stroll. Itwas charismatic because Sen
pickedamomentat18-19downintheopen-
ingset, to convert thenon-believers. Senhad
overcome the2-8deficit, by forcing thepace
inChristie's face literally.The Indonesianwas
strugglingtofindprecisiononhittingcorners
onthebackline,his radaroff,hisshuttle-con-
trolbadlybuffering.AndthenSenwasdefend-
ingevery shuttle like adream.Hevacuumed
thebreathingspaceChristiewastryingtobuy
himselfbyslowingrallies.TheIndianwhohad
lostfourtimestoChristie,chosetheOlympics
stagetoambushandevicthimwithfinality.
Sen's cross smashes are flat becausehe is

not too tall, but they travel wickedly fast.
Christie reads gameswell, knewhis strong
forehandwasbeingpummeled,butcoulddo
nothingwhenpepperedcontinuously.

Rally roll
TheIndianhadbuffeduphissmasheswith

power too. He's so fit, and had summoned
Korean coachYooYeon-Seong fromtheUSA
solelytopreparehimforhigh-intensity feed-
ingforpreciselysuchrallies.Christieisnomug
onflatdefense,buthejustcouldn'tcrowdSen
withbodysmashes,andthenthe18-19rever-
saldeflatedhim.Senhadshowncasual swag
bynotsweatingthesmallstufflikewhichside
of thecourt tochoose, afterwinning thetoss.
Heopted to receive, not even serve, tomake
his nonchalance evenmore vivid. So froma
better side gifted to him, Christie hadmade
heavyweatherofreaching18-16intheopener.
Hewas literally huffing andpuffing to get to
that lead. Senmade it 18-19 in a blur, and
Christieknewthesnapathisheels.
Twopoints away from securing the set,

Christieservedandhisfourthreturnwastothe
net,whereSenscoopeditupwithaforehand.
Christie playeda flat drive to Sen's backhand
inriposte.Itwasmaddeninglyquickandclever,
for Senwouldneed tomove from front and
rightwherehismomentumwasfromthepre-
viousshot,tobackandleft.Hedidnoneofthat.
Swivellinghisshoulderintheotherdirection,
pivotingonhis left foot,hecaughttheshuttle
on the back-swing in a behind-the-back
beauty.Droppinghiswrist, he gave it such a

thwack that it loopedover thenet to float to
the flanks forcing Christie to scramble right
while aghast. It looked stunning, but for Sen
the10thshotof therallywaspurelyreflexive.
Christiepaledinfrontofmillionswatching

onTV, at the outrageous shuttle. His return,
shotNo11wasthehalf-cookedbodyshotofa
stunnedman,andSensentNo12backto the
centreof the courtwhichChristie couldonly
senddriftingwide.19-19.Therestofthematch
might well have glazed in Christie's eyes.
Asked about the return later, Sen told BWF,
"ThatissomethingIdidn'tplanfor.Itjusthap-
pened.AndI'mhappythatitwent.I'veplayed
itafewtimesinpractice.ButIwouldn'tplayit
intentionally at thatmoment," he saidmod-
estly. Hemight have an inkling of how that
shot, described as aMatrix and Rajnikanth
gimmick, ended theAll England champion's
Olympicdream.

Punchypunches
Christie'sPlanBwasalwaystoslowdown

rallies, and he surewon themost bruising
amongst them.But Senhasdeveloped a fol-
low-up to his attacking drops and set up
smashes, and itwas this secondblitz thatgot
Christie. The long rallies tired out the
Indonesian,whileSenkeptbouncingandde-
fending aggressively. It tookhim from2-8 to
9-8,andensuredhecruisedinthesecond.
Christieknewhehadtogoforthelinesow-

ingtoSen'sdefense,whichreflexiveorother-
wise,pickedeverythinginthecourtconfines.
HealsosawChristiefumblegoingfortheback
line, trying in vain to play themargins. But
nothingcould'vepreparedhimforthatblind-
sidedbrilliantreturn.Whentheopponentdid-
n't think it through and played on instinct,
whatwas the chance Christie could've out-
thunk him? Zilch. Sen, described as a nasty
floater by Anders Antonsenwhomno one
wantedintheirgroup,scalpedaTop5assoon
ashesightedhim.ThisSeninParisain'tsafeto
wadeintoeither.JonatanChristiewasjustthe
firstrippleofabuildingwave.

LakshyaSentookapart JonatanChristie21-18,21-12 inamust-winmatchat theParisOlympicsonWednesdaytoreachtheRoundof16.PTI

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JULY31

INDIA'S MEDAL aspirants Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shettywill take on
Malaysia's AaronChia andSohWooiYik in
acrackingmen'sdoublesquarterfinalat the
ParisOlympics badmintonevent.
TheIndians,seededthird, finishedtopof

GroupConWednesdayafterbeatingformer
world No. 1s Fajar Alfian andMuhammad
Rian Ardianto in straight games. It meant
theyearnedtheC1notationandwouldhave
faced one of the three 2nd-placed teams
fromtheother threegroups.
After Group Dmatches came to a close

on Wednesday, the men's doubles draw
tookplace.AaronChia-SohWoiYook,who
are history-makers for Malaysia as the
country's first-ever World Champions in
2022,will now takeonSatChi.

What's SatChi's recordagainstChia-
Soh?
On paper, it is a slightly alarming 3-8.

Chia-Sohwere once proving to be Satwik-
Chirag's nemesis, when the Malaysians
reeled off win after win, going up 8-0 in
head-to-headatonepoint.Oneof thosede-
featswasaheartbreakingthree-gameaffair
in theWorld Championships semifinals in
TokyowheretheMalaysianswentontowin
goldwhiletheIndiansfinishedwithbronze.
However, Since losing eightmatches in

arow,SatChihavewonthe last threemeet-
ingsagainstChia-Soh,allof theminstraight
games.Themostsignificantof themwas in
the Indonesia Open final last year. SatChi

also beat Chia-Soh at the IndiaOpen at the
startof thisyear.Therecentedgeiswiththe
Indian formerworldNo1s.

So,what'snext?
Here's where it gets tricky. Satwik-

Chiraghavebeendrawn into the samehalf
as world No.1s LiangWei Keng andWang
Chang. Liang-Wang are the top seeds, and
have troubled the Indians consistently in
recent times,most tellingly in the finals of
China Masters and Malaysia Open. The
ChinesealsowontheThomasCupquarter-

final tie in May – and offer a significant
threattotheyoungIndianduo’sgold-medal
hopes. The overall H2H stands at 2-5 now
but the Indianscan takeheart fromadom-
inant win in the Asian Games team event
final last year in theChinese's backyard.
Of course, before all this, Liang and

WanghavetoovercomeAlfian-Ardianto in
the quarterfinals. The Indonesian former
world No.1smight have been blown away
bySatChi intheGroupCdecider,butwillbe
smarting tobounceback.

Whatdoes itmean for India'smedal
chances?
Firstthingsfirst, Indiamustovercomethe

defensivemight of Chia and the variety of
Soh in the quarterfinals. If they reach the
semis, they will be guaranteed a shot at a
medalbecausetheywilleitherplaythefinal
or aplayoff for thebronze. Theymighthave
toovercometwopairswho theyhavea los-
ingrecordagainstbutattheirbest,SatChiare
capableof beatingmostpairson theday.

Is this agooddraw?
Well,whenwearetalkingaboutthebest

pairs in men's doubles, there are no easy
matches.TheIndians'potentialopponents,
apart from Chia / Soh, were Danes Kim
Astrup / Anders Skaarup Rasmussen, or
Thais Supak Jomkoh /KittinupongKedren.
The Danish world No. 2 are tactically per-
haps the pair the Indians have foundmost
difficult to dealwith, so avoiding them is a
good omen. In the end, at the Olympic
Games, one has to beat the best to be the
best.

Inhismasterful ripping
apartof theWorldNo.3
JonathanChristie,
LakshyaSenshowedhe
meansbusiness inParis

Age of rea-Sen
Theway I prepared for this tournamentwas really goodand tobeat 100%fromdayone, thatwas theplan.

LAKSHYASEN, INDIANBADMINTONPLAYER

How does the knockout draw play out
for Satwik-Chirag’s medal chances

Gaekwad: Gutsy batsman, no-nonsense coach and India selector

TUSHARBHADURI
JULY31

FORMEROPENING batsman and ex-Team
IndiacoachAnshumanGaekwadpassedaway
inVadodaraonWednesday.Hewas71.Avet-
eranof40Testswassufferingfrombloodcan-
cer and had recently returned after having
treatment in London.He also servedas a se-
lectorandheadcoachof thenationalside.
Gaekwad's longailmentbroughtmanyof

hiserstwhilecolleaguesforward,eitheroffer-
ingfinancialhelporaskingtheBCCItorelease

somefunds.Boardsecretary JayShahhadre-
centlyreleasedRs1croreforhistreatment.
“It’salosstothecricketfraternity.Hewasa

greattaskmaster.Alwayspassionateandloved
talkingaboutcricket.Ihadmethimonemonth
agoandhis situationwasn’t nice.We looked
uptohimwhenwewereyoung. Iplayedun-
derhimtoo,”formerIndiawicketkeeperKiran
Moresaid.
“Heneverlikedplayersreachinglateatthe

ground.Healwayshadagreatvisionforcricket
andwas a student of the game.Onedoesn't
findpeople anymore.He continued toplay a
roleinadministration.Hewasagemofaper-
son. He helpedmeduringmy early days in
cricket.HewaslikealioninBarodathosedays.”
Shahalsoexpressedhisgriefatthedemise

of the former cricketer. “Mydeepest condo-
lences to the family and friends of Mr
AnshumanGaekwad.Heartbreaking for the
entire cricket fraternity.Mayhis soul rest in
peace,”hewroteonX.

Brave, defiant
In an international career spanning 12

years, Gaekwad also appeared in 15 ODIs
andwasknownasagutsyandcourageous
batsman, never hesitant to take blows on
the body for the team. What he lacked in

stroke-play, he made for up in bravery
against the fearsome pace bowlers of that
period.Anaverageof justover30with two
Test hundredsmaynot appear too special,
but he did have a double hundred against

Pakistan in Jalandhar in 1983, an innings
that lasted671minutes, theslowest200 in
first-class cricket at that time. His only
other ton at Test level came against West
Indies inKanpur in1979, against an attack

that included a youngMalcolmMarshall.
ButGaekwadis likelytobeknownmore

forhisdeterminationandguts inscoring81
against theCaribbeanspeedsters in the in-
famous 1975-76 Test in Kingston, Jamaica.
That innings - played against the likes of
Michael Holding, Wayne Daniel, Vanburn
HolderandBernardJulien- lasted450min-
utes before the opener was pinned on the
ear by a Holding bouncer that punctured
his eardrum, necessitating an operation.
Those were the days before helmets and
bouncer restrictions, and theWest Indies
werecomingoff theperceivedhumiliation
of their inability to defend a 400+ target in
the fourth innings in the previous Test at
Port of Spain, Trinidad.
His openingpartner SunilGavaskar re-

calls the incident in his book Sunny Days.
“On the dot of lunch, Anshuman,whohad
taken many blows on the body and his
hands, was hit just behind the left ear. It
was yet another short ball and itwent like
a guided missile knocking Anshuman's
spectacles off... Anshuman Gaekwad rep-
resented thesplendid fightingspiritof our
team.Whenhewas forced to retire,much
against his wish, our will to fight also got
knocked out.”

GaekwadalsohadadecentstintasTeam
India head coach during the second half of
the1990s.HewastherewhenIndiadefeated
MarkTaylor'sAustralia2-1inahomeTestse-
ries, and soonafterwards, beat themtowin
a tri-series in Sharjah. That tournament is
memorable for the two back-to-back hun-
dreds from Sachin Tendulkar against Steve
Waugh'smen. The first one, duringwhicha
duststormblewoverthevenue,ispopularly
referred toas the 'DesertStorm'.
Gaekwadwas also the coachwhen Anil

Kumble took all 10 wickets in an innings
against Pakistan, led byWasim Akram, at
Delhi in1999. Thatvictoryhelped India, led
byMohammadAzharuddin,tolevelthetwo-
matchTestseries.ThepreviousTesthadseen
thevisitorsprevailingby12 runs in aheart-
stopping climax, after a late-order collapse
subsequenttooneof thegreatestTendulkar
hundreds.
TheotherhighlightsofGaekwad'sstintas

coachwere the1998 IndependenceCup tri-
umphinBangladeshandIndiamakingittothe
final of the inaugural ICCChampionsTrophy,
thenplayedinaknockoutformat, inKenyain
2000,wherethey lost toNewZealand.At the
first-classlevel,Gaekwadhad34hundreds,the
lastofwhichcameinhislastgame.

FormercricketersKapilDev,DilipVengsarkar,SunilGavaskar,RogerBinny,Sachin
Tendulkar,ZaheerKhan,G.R.VishwanathandKarsanGhavriduringthelaunchof
AnshumanGaekwad'sbook 'GutsAmidstBloodbath', inMumbai.PTI

Zareen faces test
of strategy, skill
against Wu

SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI,JULY31

FORNIKHAT Zareen, her ‘Welcome to the
Olympics’moment comes on Thursday. A
pointless seeding exercise by the Paris 2024
Boxing Unit means that the 2023 50 kg
Women'sWorldChampionfacesthe202352
kgWomen’sWorldChampionWuYu, at the
Paris Olympics in the Round of 16. Zareen’s
pathtoamedalispavedwithabunchofheavy
hitters andup first is theChineseboxerwho
pippedhertotheHangzhouAsianGamesgold.
On the faceof it,WuYushouldbeabeat-

ableprospectforZareen.Ifyouvieforthegold
medalattheOlympics,chancesarethatabevy
ofthebestinyourdivisionwillbringthefight.
ButagainstWu,Zareenhasanopponentwho
isgoodenoughtochallengeherbutalsobeat
herinasettingliketheParisGameswherethe
judgingisn’tgoingtobeasskeweredasitmight
beatahomeWorldChampionshipsorahome
AsianGamesforthatmatter.
WuoperatesadivisionaboveZareen–and

the last time she faced an Indianwas Sakshi
Chaudhary at theWorld Championships in
New Delhi. In that bout, the Chinese had
blanked the Indian 5-0 in the semi-final. At
Hangzhou,thefightbetweenZareenandWu
was supposed to be the best in theirweight
categoryuntil Thailand’s ChuthamatRaksat
wonasplitdecisionoverZareen.
With three Indianboxers out of the Paris

Olympicsalready,it'sbecomingclearthatthey
are nowchoosing to heed the optics of how
theygoaboutafight.Zareenhastolooknofur-
ther than her own teammate and Tokyo
OlympicsbronzemedallistLovlinaBorgohain.
TheAssameseboxer cameout all smiles for
her first fight of the Paris Games against
Norwegian 2022 JuniorWorld Champion
SunnivaHofstd. Shekept that smile going as
both faced off, smackedher younger oppo-
nent’shand, rather thantap itandessentially
letthejudgesknowthatthiswasaneasyfight
forher. Thematchwasanythingbut, consid-
eringBorgohaindropped the third roundon
thescorecardsof threeof thefivejudges.
On Thursday Zareen is going to have to

think of her strategy similarly. At theWorld
Championships,Wupreferredtoobserveher
opponentforabit,andthenlandhershots,as
shedidintheRoundof32inNewDelhiagainst
Greekboxer FilippaGiannakopoulou. This is
somethingthattheNizamabad-boxerprefers
aswellbuthasconfessedmightnotbethebest
strategyatanOlympics.
Oneworrying tidbit for Zareenwouldbe

Wu’s recordagainstboxerswhohavebeaten
her. At the AsianGames, the Chinese boxer
stoppedRaksataswellasUzbekistan’sSabina
Bobokulova.
It's aminefield and howmuch detail to

strategiesandhowmuchoftheringworkwill
be based on impressing judges,will dictate
how far the 28-year-old canprogress in this
competition.Wuwasnotatechniquemonster
ofaboxerliketheKazakhsandUzbekstendto
be,when she fought inNewDelhi. But she
bringsgreatmovementtothetableandispar-
ticularlyeffectiveatlandingshotswhenoppo-
nents try tostep intoherrange.OnThursday,
Wubecomesthefirstofpossiblymanyincom-
ing tests to seewhether theworkput inover
thelastyearwilldeliverresults.

SatwiksairajRankireddyandChirag
Shettyhavea3-8recordagainst the
Malaysians. PTI

ANSHUMAN GAEKWAD

1952-2024

NikhatZareen.PTI
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GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JULY31

ANUNFAVOURABLEbaseeffect
brought down the overall non-
foodcredit growthof thebanks
to13.9percentatRs163.46lakh
crore as of June 30, 2024 as
against 16.3 per cent in June
2023, even as gold andhousing
loans rose sharply, according to
theReserveBank’s latest data.
The growth in credit card out-
standing, meanwhile, declined
during the12-monthperiod.
Analysts have attributed the

slowerratetoRBImeasuressuch
as higher riskweights on unse-
cured loans, ahigherbaseeffect
and banks’ focus onmanaging
thecredit-to-depositratio.Gold
loan outstanding jumped by
30.5percenttoRs123,776crore
as of June 2024 fromRs 94,872
crore (19.3 per cent growth) in
June2023.Creditcardoutstand-
ing rosebyRs51,000crore toRs
273,044crore,showingaslower
growth of 23.3 per cent as
against 37.6 per cent a year ago,
according toRBIdata.
“The rise ingold loans could

be due to the sharp rise in gold
prices inthelastoneyearwhich
promptedpeopletopledgegold
toraisefinances,”saidabanking
source. Gold loan NBFCs also
hold a sizeable gold portfolio
withMuthootFinancealoneac-
countingforaloanassetportfo-
lioof Rs63,200crore in2023.
Overall growth in the per-

sonal loan segment was lower
at 16.6 per cent (Rs 50.91 lakh
crore)inJune2024ascompared
to 21.3 per cent a year ago,
largely due to moderation in
growth recorded in ‘other per-

sonal loans’ and ‘advances
againstfixeddeposits’.However,
credit growth to housing, the
largest constituent of the seg-
ment, accelerated by 18.2 per
cent at Rs 24.27 lakh crore in
June2024from14.8percent(Rs
20.52 lakhcrore)ayearago,RBI
data shows.
RBI measures to check the

unprecedentedgrowthinunse-
cured loans had slowed down
the growth in the segment. In
November2023,theRBIhadin-
creased risk weight on the ex-
posure of banks towards con-

sumercredit,creditcardreceiv-
ables and non-banking finance
companies (NBFCs) by 25 per
cent up to 150 per cent. The
move was aimed to address
build-up of any risks in these
segments.
RBI data shows that credit

growth toagricultureandallied
activitiesremainedrobustat17.4
percent(y-o-y)inJune2024,but
itwaslowercomparedwith19.7
percentayearago.
Credittoindustrygrewat7.7

percenttoRs37.12lakhcrorein
June2024ascomparedwith7.4
per cent in June 2023. Among
major industries, while y-o-y
growth in credit to chemicals
and chemical products, food
processing and infrastructure
was higher in June 2024, credit
growthtobasicmetalandmetal
product, petroleum, coal prod-
ucts and nuclear fuels and tex-
tilesmoderated, RBI says.
However, credit growth to

services sectormoderated sub-
stantiallyto15.1percentinJune
2024 from 26.8 per cent a year
ago, primarily driven down by
lower credit growth in non-
banking financial companies

(NBFCs) and trade segments.
AccordingtoCareEdgeRatings,

if the credit anddeposit inflows
over the past 3 months and 6
monthsarestudied,creditofftake
at5.3percentforsixmonthsand
2.3 per cent for 3 months has
lagged thedeposit growthnum-
bersof6.0percentand3.4percent
forasimilarperiod.
Meanwhile, in absolute

terms,depositsexpandedbyRs.
23.9 lakh crore over the last 12
months and reached Rs. 211.8
lakh crore as of July 12, 2024.
Depositgrowthisexpectedtobe
prominent in FY25asbanks in-
tensify efforts to strengthen
their liability franchise. The
banks are also sourcing funds
via certificates of deposits (at a
relatively higher cost) which
haveshownsignificanttraction.
Thisaimstopreventconstraints
on credit uptake due to deposit
growth.Theabsolutegrowth in
credit offtake stood at Rs 8.4
lakhcroreforsixmonthsandRs
3.8 lakh crore for 3months has
lagged the deposit numbers of
Rs 11.9 lakh crore and Rs 7 lakh
crore for the similar period,
CareEdge said.

CREDITCARDOUTSTANDINGRISESBY`51,000CRORE

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,JULY31

LEGALNOTICESover alleged in-
tellectualpropertytheft,massive
pricecutsto luredevelopers,and
India-specific changes— it’s all
happening in the digital maps
market in the country.With at
least threekeyplayers—one in-
ternational and twodomestic—
fightingitout,thefutureofmaps’
domination in Indiahangs in the
balance.
GoogleMaps,MapMyIndia,

and riding the nationalistic fer-
vourOlaMaps,allfindthemselves
pittedagainsteachother,withthe
endof the road being control of
thelucrativedigitalmappingand
navigationmarket in India.None
canaffordawrongturn.
The last two months have

seenunprecedentedactioninthe
Indian maps market.
MapMyIndia sent a legal notice
to Ola alleging that the IPO-
boundfirmhas“copied” itsdata
and“reverse-engineered”itsapp
tomake OlaMaps. Earlier this
month, Ola had exited fromus-
ingGoogleMapstoitsownmap-
ping system in a bid to save
money as its founder Bhavish
Aggarwal drumsup the need to
have domestic champions. And
Google, equippedwith its deep
pockets, has responded to the
movebyannouncingabigprice
cut fordevelopers.

MapMyIndia’s B2B
advantage,Google’s
consumerdomination
MapMyIndia is the oldest

companyof thethree. In fact, the
company, formally knownasCE
InfoSystems,isolderthanthefirst
version of Google itself, having
startedin1994.
WhileMapMyIndiahasama-

joritymarket share—close to80
percent—intheautomotiveOEM
space, Google rules the roads as
farasconsumer-endnavigationis
concerned.Anumberofapplica-
tionsthatneedmapsandnaviga-
tiondata,suchasridehailingfirm
Uber,alsorelyonGoogle’ssystem.
MapMyIndia, on theotherhand,
powersconsumerendnavigation
servicessuchasAppleMaps.
EvenasGoogle’s turnbyturn

navigation is considered to be
fairlyaccurate,especiallyinmajor
Indian cities, the fact that all
Androidphones comeequipped
withGoogle’ssuiteofservices,in-
cluding itsmaps appalso allows
ittocorneritabigmarketsharein

theconsumerspace.Itistypically
theonlymapsappthatpeopleuse
ontheirsmartphones.
WhileGoogleMapsisfreefor

end-users, businesses have to
payforintegratingitwithintheir
service.

Analleged IP theft
OnMonday,MapMyIndia, in

a legal notice, alleged that Ola
Electric breached their licence
agreement In 2022, Ola Electric
onboardedMapMyIndia to offer
navigation services for its S1Pro
electricscooter.
“You have duplicated our

client’sAPI(applicationprogram-
ming interface) and SDKs (soft-
waredevelopmentkits)frompro-
prietarysourcesbelongingtoour
client to build OLA Maps. It is
firmly stated that our client’s ex-
clusivedatahasbeencopied/de-
rivedbyyoutofurtheryourillegal
motiveand foryourunjust com-
mercialgains,”MapMyIndiasaid
inthelegalnotice.
The notice asks Ola to cease

anddesistanyuseofAPIandmap
data developedbyMapMyIndia
andhandoverallwrittenorelec-
tronic information, descriptive
matterincludingdrawings,spec-
ifications,descriptions,tapes,and
documents related to their intel-
lectualproperty.
Olahasdeniedtheallegations.

“Wewould liketostateunequiv-
ocally that these allegations are
false,malicious andmisleading.
OlaElectricstandsbytheintegrity
of its business practices.Wewill
suitably respond to the notice
shortly,” the company said in a
statement.

Olamove forcesGoogle
hand
Earlier this month, Ola’s

Aggarwal announced that his
companywas shifting fromus-
ingGoogleMapsandshifting to
its inhouseOlaMaps—whichis
currently being alleged of theft

byMapMyIndia.
Ola, however, has attributed

OpenStreetMapon its app, indi-
cating theOlaMaps solutionhas
beenbuiltontopof it,alongwith
proprietary data from Ola.
OpenStreetMapisanopen-source
and free-to-use map, with an
openlicence.
“We used to spend Rs 100

croreayearbutwe’vemadethat
0 this month bymoving com-
pletelytoourinhouseOlamaps,”
Aggarwal had posted on social
mediaplatformX.Hehadalsoan-
nouncedAPIsfordeveloperstoin-
tegrate Ola Maps within their
service and move away from
GoogleMaps.
In response, Google intro-

duced India-specific pricing for
developers using the Google
Mapsplatformwithupto70per
cent lower costs onmostAPIs. It
alsosaidthatitwascollaborating
withtheOpenNetworkforDigital
Commerce (ONDC), offeringde-
velopersbuildingforONDCupto
90per cent off on select Google
MapsPlatformAPIs.
WhileGoogle’spricecutwas

seemingly a direct response to
OIa’s moves, it also had an un-
intended consequence on
MapMyIndia, highlighting the
intertwined fate of the three
competitors: whenGooglean-
nounced these price cuts,
MapMyIndia’ssharefellcloseto
11 per cent during intraday
trading.
Aggarwal slammedGoogle’s

“belated” price cuts, and re-
spondedwithamore aggressive
pricecutforOlaMaps.
A fewdays later, Google also

announcedIndia-specificfeatures
onMaps, includingalong-stand-
ing demand to showwhether a
particularflyovershouldbetaken
or not. Theupdate also includes
EV charging station information
andAI-driven routing capability
to reducenarrowroadusage for
four-wheelerdrivers.

Mumbai:TheNationalPayments
Corporation of India (NPCI) on
Wednesday said that C-Edge
Technologies Ltd, a technology
service provider who caters
mostly to cooperativebanks and
regional rural banks (RRBs), has
beenpossiblyimpactedbyaran-
somware attack. The attack has
likely impacted150-200cooper-
ativebanksandRRBs.
“To prevent larger impact to

thepaymentecosystem,NPCIhas
temporarily isolated C-Edge
Technologies fromaccessing the
retailpaymentsystemsoperated
byNPCI,”NPCIsaidonX.Custom-
ersofbankservicedbyC-Edgewill
notbeabletoaccesspaymentsys-
temsduring the period of isola-
tion,NPCI,theumbrellaorganisa-
tionforoperatingretailpayments
and settlement systems in the
country,said,“Restorationworkis
underwayonawar-footingalong
with C-Edge Technologies and
necessary security review is in
process. Connectivity to the af-
fectedbanks shall be restored at
theearliest,” itsaid. ENS

Ransomware
attack disrupts
at least 150-200
cooperative
banks, RRBs

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JULY 31

THEUS Federal Reserveheld in-
terestratessteadyonWednesday
butopened thedoor to reducing
borrowingcostsassoonasitsnext
meetinginSeptemberasinflation
continues coming into linewith
theUS central bank’s 2 per cent
target.
“Therehasbeensomefurther

progress towards the
Committee’s2percentobjective,”
the central bank’s Federal Open
MarketCommitteesaidinastate-
mentattheendofatwo-daypol-
icymeeting inwhich it kept its
benchmarkovernightinterestrate
inthe5.25-5.5percentrange,but
also set the stage for a rate cut at
itsSeptember17-18meeting,just
sevenweeksshyoftheNovember
5USelections.
Inflation, the Fed said, was

nowjust“somewhatelevated,”a
keydowngrade fromtheassess-
mentthatithasusedthroughout
much of its battle against rising
prices that inflation was “ele-
vated.”Thecentralbankusesthe
personal consumption expendi-
turespriceindexforits2percent

annual inflation target. The PCE
price index rose 2.5 per cent in
Juneafterexceeding7percentin
2022.
TheFeddidnotcommitinits

statement to a rate cut in
September, and repeated that
policymakersstillneed“greater
confidencethatinflationismov-
ing sustainably towards 2 per
cent” before lowering borrow-
ingcosts.
But the changes to the state-

ment seemconsistentwith that
confidence being reached by
September, something investors
have been expecting. The Fed
raised rates fromMarch2022 to
July2023,hiking thebenchmark
rateby5.25percentagepoints.

(Rs lakhcrore)

Source:RBI

Segment AsonJune30 %
2024 2023 Rise

Industry 37.12 34.47 7.7

NBFCs 15.55 14.34 8.5

Housing 24.27 20.52 18.2

Creditcard 2.73 2.21 23.3

Goldloan 1.23 0.94 30.5

Vehicle 6.03 5.25 14.9

LOANSOUTSTANDING

Overall bank credit growth drops;
sharp rise in gold, housing loans

No room for wrong turns:
Google, MapMyIndia, Ola
vie for mapping dominance

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAII,JULY31

INORDER to restrain speculative
trading in indexderivatives seg-
ment,theSecuritiesandExchange
Boardof India, (Sebi)onTuesday
proposed sevenmeasures. The
steps,which include increasing
theminimumcontract size re-
quirement for derivative con-
tracts,rationalisationofweeklyin-
dex products and upfront
collectionofoptionpremium,will
enhance investor protectionand
promotemarketstabilityinderiv-
ativemarkets,whileensuringsus-
tained capital formation. These
measurescomeamidrisingcon-
cernsover anexponential rise in
volumeinthefuturesandoptions
(F&O)segment.

Whatare Futures&
Options?
Futuresandoptionsarecalled

derivativecontracts,whichessen-
tially derive their value fromun-
derlyingassetsthatcouldinclude
stocks, commodities, currencies
etc.Basedontheirexpectationof
futurepricemovement,investors
enterintoacontracttobuyorsell
theassetin‘lots’(alothasmultiple
units of the asset) by paying a
smallmarginamount.Speculative
activity in thederivativemarkets
hasbeenacauseforconcerninre-
centmonths,particularlypartici-
pation by individual players.
Governmentandregulatorshave
been raising concerns over the

surge in volumes in futures and
optionstradingasitcanposearisk
tothecountry’sgrowth.

SEVENKEY PROPOSALS

1:Minimumcontract size
Sebihasrecommendedtoin-

crease the minimum contract
size for index derivatives con-
tractbetweenRs15lakhtoRs20
lakh. This, after sixmonths, can
beincreasedbetweentheinter-
vals of Rs 20 lakh to Rs 30 lakh.
At present, theminimum con-
tract size requirement is in be-
tweenRs5 lakh toRs10 lakh.

2:UpfrontcollectionofOption
Premium
The regulator has proposed

that brokers can collect option
premiums on an upfront basis
fromtheclients.

3: Intraday monitoring of
position limits

Sebisuggestedthattheposi-
tion limits for index derivative
contracts should be
monitored by the clear-
ing corporations/ stock
exchanges on intraday
basis,with an appropri-
ateshort-termfix, anda
glidepathforfull imple-
mentation.

4:Rationalisationofweeklyin-
dexproducts
Sebi has proposed that

weeklyoptionscontractsshould
be provided on a single bench-
mark indexof anexchange.

5:Removalof calendarspread
benefitonexpiryday
Sebi has recommended that

themargin benefit for calendar
spread positions would not be
providedforpositionsinvolving
anyof the contracts expiringon
thesameday.

6: Rationalisation of options
strikes
Thepapersuggestedthatthe

strikeintervalwillbeuniformup
to a fixed percentage coverage
nearprevailingindexprice—i.e.
4per cent aroundprevailing in-
dexpriceandtheintervalwillin-
creaseas the strikesmoveaway
fromprevailing price (around 4
percent to8percent).
The strike price of an option

is thepriceatwhichaputorcall
(buyor sell) option canbeexer-
cised. Sebi proposed that not
more than 50 strikes should be
introduced for an index deriva-
tivescontractatthetimeofcon-
tract launch.

7: Increase inmargin
nearcontractexpiry
To address the issue

ofhighimplicitleverage
inoptionscontractsnear
expiry, creating a high

riskonnotional basis for entities
dealinginoptions,themarginson
expirydayandthedaybeforeex-
piryhavebeenproposedtobein-
creased.

WHYHAVE THESE STEPS
BEENPROPOSED?
Themarkets regulator said

thatderivativesmarkets assist in
better price discovery, help im-
provemarket liquidityandallow
investors tomanage their risks
better.However,burstsof specu-
lativehyperactivity in derivative
markets, particularly by individ-
ualplayers,candetract fromsus-

tained capital formation by en-
dangering both investor protec-
tionandmarketstability.
IntheUnionBudget2024-25,

announced on July 23, Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanpro-
posed to double the Securities
Transaction Tax (STT) on F&Oof
securities, effective October 1,
2024.TheSTT,which is leviedon
transactions in specified securi-
ties,hasbeenincreasedto0.02per
centand0.1percent,respectively.
The consultation paper

showed that in FY24, 92.50 lakh
unique individuals and propri-
etorshipfirmstradedinindexde-
rivativessegmentofNSEandcu-
mulativelyincurredatradingloss
ofRs51,689crore.
Further, of these 92.50 lakh

unique investors, 14.22 lakh in-
vestorsmade net profit i.e. ap-
proximately85outof100madea
nettradingloss(asperNSEdata).

HOWWILL THESEHELP?
Marketparticipantshavewel-

comedtheproposedmeasuresas
thesewillhelpcurbtheirrational
exuberance of retail investors in
thederivativesmarket.
According toDhiraj Relli,MD

&CEO,HDFCSecurities, thepro-
posaltorationaliseweeklyexpiry
andrestrict it tooneperweekon
the benchmark index per ex-
changewilllikelyimpactvolumes,
as the recent volumes in the eq-
uity derivatives segment have
beendrivenbyweeklyexpiries.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

How will Sebi’s proposed measures curb
speculative trading in futures & options?

Fiscaldeficitat
8.1%offullyear
targetatJune-end
NewDelhi:TheCentre’s fiscal
deficit at the end of the first
quartertouched8.1percentof
the full-year target, govern-
mentdatashowed. PTI

Keyinfrasectors’
growthslowsto
20-monthlow
NewDelhi:Thegrowthinpro-
ductionof8keyinfrasectors—
coal, crudeoil, natural gas, re-
fineryproducts,fertiliser,steel,
cement and electricity —
sloweddown to a20-month
lowof4%inJune. PTI

Windfall taxon
crudereducedto
`4,600/tonne
NewDelhi:Thegovernmenton
Wednesday slashedwindfall
taxondomesticallyproduced
crudeoiltoRs4,600pertonne
fromRs7,000pertonne. PTI
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TheFederalReservebuilding inWashington,DC. ReutersFile

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
MUMBAI, JULY31

MAHINDRA&Mahindra(M&M)
onWednesdayreportedastand-
alonenetprofitofRs2,613crore
fortheJunequarter,afallof5per
centyear-on-year (y-o-y).
Excluding one-time gains of

Rs 763 crore, made in Q1FY24,
the profits are up a good 23 per
cent y-o-y. Operating profits at
the Mumbai-based company
came in at Rs 4,116 crore, ahead
of consensusestimates.
Revenuesfromoperationsat

Rs27,039crore,whilebelowes-
timates, were up 12 per cent y-
o-y.Thetop linewasboostedby
sustaineddemand for its sports
utility vehicles where volumes
surged 24 per cent. Volumes in
thefarmequipmentsector(FES),
on the other hand, posted a
lowergrowthof 6percent.
In early July, M&M had

slashedthepricesof avariantof
itsflagshipXUV700,raisingcon-
cerns about a margin impact.
Thecompanyclarifiedthefinan-
cial impact of thismovewould
be negligible adding similar ac-
tioncouldbeexpectedforother
models too.
ManagingdirectorandCEO,

Anish Shah, said prices were
hikedwhen the company faced
capacity constraints and com-
modity prices were higher. “As
commodity prices came down,
aschipsuppliesbecamenormal
and its prices also came down,
wedecidedtopassonthebene-
fit tocustomers,” Shahsaid. FE

M&M net
profit falls
5% in Q1

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY31

MARUTI SUZUKI India on
Wednesday reported a46.9 per
cent rise instandalonenetprof-
its (year-on-year) to Rs 3,649.9
crore on the back of cost reduc-
tion efforts, favourable com-
modity prices and foreign ex-
change.
Theautomakerreportedrev-

enues from operations of Rs
35,531.4crore,up9.9percenty-
o-y. A better product mix and
pricing helped the company
achieve this level of top line
growth.Volumesrosebyjust4.8
per cent y-o- y during the June
quarter to5,21,868vehicles.
Profitabilitywasstrongasthe

operatingmarginforthequarter
expanded by nearly 350 basis
points, tohit 12.5per cent com-
paredto9.2percentinthesame
quarter the previous year.
Consequently, the company’s
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisation
(Ebitda)wasupastrong50.9per
cent toRs4,502crore.
Maruti stock rose 2.82 per

cent after the earnings an-
nouncement on the Bombay
Stock Exchange to end the ses-
sionatRs13167.95.
The company said on a post

earningscallitwouldlaunchone
EVmodel everyyearuntil 2031.
Thefirstoneistobedisplayedat
theBharatMobilityGlobalExpo
in January2025and the second
one is “close behind,” a
spokespersonfortheautomaker
said. Maruti has lagged other
carmakers like Tata Motors in

launchingnon-fossil-fueldriven
cars.Thecarmakerisplanningto
investRs45,000croretodouble
itsannualproductioncapacityto
4millionvehiclesby2031,chair-
man RC Bhargava told share-
holders inAugust lastyear.
Maruti’smarket share in the

passenger isashadeover40per
centandthestrongperformance
in categories like sports utility
vehicles(SUV)andcrossoversin
theJunequarterhavehelpedthe
companypostgoodresults. FE

Maruti Suzuki net
soars 47% in Q1

File

File

■Profitabilitywas
strongas theoperating
margin for thequarter
expandedbynearly
350basispoints, to
hit12.5%compared
to9.2% in the
samequarter the
previousyear.

OPERATINGMARGIN
UPNEARLY350BPS

Tokyo: The Bank of Japan
raised its key interest rate
Wednesdaytoabout0.25per
cent from a range of zero to
about 0.1 per cent, acting to
curb the yen’s slide against
theUSdollar. Themovewas
widelyexpected,andtheyen
gained sharply against the
dollar ahead of and after
Wednesday’sdecision, trad-
ingbelow152yen.Concerns
have been deepening about
theyen’srecentdropto160-
yen levels to thedollar. AP

Bank of Japan
raises key rate

US Fed holds rates steady, says
inflation ‘somewhat elevated’



SALUTE THE SOLDIER
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

JAMMU & KASHMIR
24 July 2001

On 24 July 2001, the
Company Commander of 30
Battalion of CRPF was
inspecting posts in the
Shopian town of Pulwama
district. While passing
through a crowded market,

a militant hurled a grenade at his vehicle, injuring Shaheed
Head Constable Balkar Singh. Despite a swift cordon and
search operation, the culprit escaped. Shaheed Head
Constable Balkar Singh succumbed to his injuries on 1 August
2001 during treatment.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
JAMMU & KASHMIR

1 August 1991
Threecompaniesof58Battalion
of CRPF were stationed at
Ikhwan Hotel. On 1 August
1991, while jawans were
having lunch, a plastic
grenade was thrown into
their mess, exploding on

impact. Many personnel, including Constable Nani Gopal Roy,
sustained severe injuries. All were evacuated to the hospital,
where Constable Nani Gopal Roy succumbed to his injuries
and attained martyrdom.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
PUNJAB

28 July 1990
75 Battalion of CRPF was
deployed in Tarn Taran district
of Punjab for antiterrorist
operations. On 28 July 1990,
a platoon was tasked with a
combing operation in the
village of Jhabal Mannan.

As they laid a cordon around the village, terrorists hiding in a
field opened fire. The platoon immediately took position and
returned fire. The exchange continued intermittently, but the
terrorists managed to escape using the cover of the fields.
Constable K. Mani and Constable Barmeshwar Singh sustained
bullet injuries. Constable K. Mani attained martyrdom on the
same day, while Constable Barmeshwar Singh succumbed to his
injuries on 1 August, both making the ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
JAMMU & KASHMIR

1 August 2006

To stifle terrorist movement in the Dalgate area of Srinagar,
172 Battalion of CRPF set up a Naka near Bachwara Market.
While securing vehicles, Shaheed Head Constable Mohd.
Avesh and Shaheed Constable Kapil Kumar Yadav noticed
suspicious activity in a nearby lane. As they investigated, they
were fired upon at close range and critically injured. The
militants escaped using civilian cover, preventing effective
retaliation due to the risk of collateral damage in the crowded
area. Both personnel were immediately evacuated but succumbed
to their injuries en route to the hospital. Their selfless sacrifice
will always be remembered by the nation.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
Constable Rajnish Kumar

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable
Rajnish Kumar of 10th Battalion, who laid
down his life in the line of duty on this day
in Arunachal Pradesh in 2017.
Resident of : Vill.- Uthra Gram, P.O.-
Ramerh, Distt.- Kangra, State- Himachal

Pradesh.

Shaheed

Constable
Nani Gopal Roy

11-06-1966 To
01-08-1991

58 BN

West Bengal

Shaheed Head

Constable
Balkar Singh

24-08-1952 To
01-08-2001

30 BN

Punjab

Shaheed Head

Constable

Mohd. Avesh

05-01-1969 To

01-08-2006

172 BN

Gujarat

ShaheedConstable
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01-08-2006

172BN

UttarPradesh

Shaheed
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Singh

06-01-1961 To

01-08-1990

75BN

Uttar Pradesh

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MINIMATA BANGO DAM DIVISION NO. 03 MACHADOLI DISTT. KORBA (C.G.)

IN NIT No.: 06/SAC/2024-25, Machadoli, Dated 22-07-2024 System Tender
No. 1563 (1st Call) Whose G.No. is 242501274/1 Dated 24/07/2024 following
amendments are made-
S. Particulars Previous Amendment Time
No. Published Date Date
1. Bid Start date & time 29-07-2024 05-08-2024 17:31

(The date and time from which
bidders start preparation /
submission of their bid
response, before this bidder's
action will not be allowed.)

2. Bid Due date & time 12-08-2024 20-08-2024 17.30
(The last date & time for sub-
mission of bid response, after
which no bids can be submitted.)

3. Bid Open, Start date & time 13-08-2024 21-08-2024 11.30
(The date of opening of
Envelope- A & B online)

Note:- All other terms and conditions of NIT will remain unchanged.
sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MINIMATA BANGO DAM DIVISION NO. 03

MACHADOLI (C.G.)
For, Chief Engineer

Minimata (Hasdeo) Bango Project
Bilaspur (C.G.)

CORRIGENDUM NO.1

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f,
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff,
d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸faOX»f,

QdÃf¯ffä f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX̄ f d³f¦f¸f d»f., WXf±fSXÀf

dUÄfd~: dUôb°f dU°fS¯f ¸f¯O»f Wf±fSÀf IZ
Àf·fe Àf¸¸ffd³f°f C´f·fûö fAûÔ I û Àfcd¨f°f
I S³ff W`, dI ¸ffq Cq´fiq dUôb°f d³f¹ff¸fI
Af¹fû¦f »fJ³fD I e Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff
¹fcq´feqBÊqAfSqÀfeq/ Àf`IZ MÑe /
dU³f¹f¸ffU»fe 2022-262 dQ³ffÔI
21.07.2022 IZ A³fb´ff»f³f ¸fZÔ dUôb°f
dU°fS¯f ¸f¯O»f Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°fÊ¦f°f
"C´f·fûö f ½¹f±ff d³fUfS¯f R ûS¸f" I f
¦fN³f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ IZ d»f¹fZ ¨fü±fZ EUÔ ÀU°fÔÂf
ÀfQÀ¹f IZ ¸f³fû³f¹f³f W Z°fb d³f¸³ffÔdI °f
¹fû¦¹f°ff / AWÊ°ff ²ffSI ûÔ ÀfZ AfUZQ³f dI ¹fZ
þf°fZ W `: Af¹fû¦f õfSXf ³ffd¸f°f EIY ÀU°fÔÂf
ÀfQÀ¹f 1. ¸f¯O»f ÃfZÂf I f C´f·fûö f
(ÀU¹fÔ A±fUf ´fd°f/´f}e) þû I ¸f ÀfZ I ¸f
À³ff°fI WûÜ 2: EI EZÀff ½¹fdö Wû¦ff þû
dÀfdU»f ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ Wû A±fUf SWf Wû þû dI
EqOeqE¸fq / Àff°fUZÔ UZ°f³f Af¹fû¦f I f ´fZ
¸f`dMÑ¢Àf »fZdU»f-11 IZ ´fQ ÀfZ ³fe¨fZ ³ff WûÜ
3. ¸füþcQf ßfZ¯fe IZ d´fL»fZ °fe³f U¿fûÊÔ ÀfZ
»f¦ff°ffS C´f·fûö f SWZÔ WûÔ/ SWeÔ WûÔ, dþ³fI f
´fcUÊUÈ°f (Antecedents) A¨Lf SWf Wû
°f±ff dþ³fIZ dUø ð dUôb°f QZ¹fûÔ I f
¶fI f¹ff ³f WûÜ C´fSûö f³fbÀffS Ud¯fÊ°f,
¹fû¦¹f°ff/AW Ê°ff SJ³fZ Uf»fZ AfUZQI
dQ³ffÔI - 10.08.2024 °fI dI Àfe ·fe
I f¹fÊ dQUÀf ¸fZÔ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dUôb°f dU°fS¯f
¸f¯O»f, Wf±fSÀf 132 IZ qUeq, dUôb°f
C´fIZ ³Qi, AûPÞ´fbSf, Wf±fSÀf ´fS Àf¸´fI Ê
À±ffd´f°f I S AfUZQ³f ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ÀfI °fZ W `Ü
WXÀ°ff./-, A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f
d½f°fSX¯f ¸faOX»f WXf±fSXÀf, ´fÂf Àfa.-3395/
d½f.d½f.¸fa.WXf./E-1,dQ³ffaIY: 31.07.2024

Government of Rajasthan
Urban Development Department

F.19(2)UDH/2023 Jaipur, Date:..........

VACANCY NOTICE

Applications from eligible persons are invited for appointment of one
member in Rajasthan Real Estate Regulatory Authority on
recommendations of the Selection Committee. The format of application,
eligibility, remuneration and other conditions of Service can be
downloaded from the website www.udh.rajasthan.gov.in The
complete application along with certified copies of relevant documents
in support of age, pay scale, present/post employment etc. may be sent
to the Principal Secretary to the Government, Urban Development and
Housing Department, Government of Rajasthan, Room No. 5105, main
building First floor, Secretariat, Jaipur, so as to reach him on or before
20 August, 2024 by 5:00 pm Application form complete in all respects
along with all the annexures can also be emailed on or before 20 August,
2024 by 5:00 pm to udh@rajasthan.gov.in

DIPR/6926 Principal Secretary to the Government

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃfIY EUÔ ÀfQÀ¹f Àfd¨fU AfSXE¸fAfSXEÀf,
Àfb´fSX À´fZdVf¹fd»fMXe d¨fdIY°Àff»f¹f SXfþIYe¹f d¨fdIY°Àff

¸fWfdUôf»f¹f EUÔ ÀfÔ»f¦³f d¨fdI °Àff»f¹f Àf¸fcW, SÔ¦fUfOe SûO, I ûMf (Sfþ.) d´f³f I ûO-324005

IiY¸ffÔIY ´f.()/ AfSX E¸f AfSX EÀf/ I`Y±f »f`¶f/2024-25/996 dQ³ffÔIY: 29/7/2024

NIB. CMK2425A0039
Afg³f »ffB³f Jb»fe ¶fû»fe Àfc̈ f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 16/2024-25 (E-Tender)

ONLINE OPEN BOLI NO: 16/2024-25.
UBN: CMK2425GLOB00040

dUØfe¹f U¿fÊ 2024-25 Àfb´fS À´fZdVf¹fd»fMe d¨fdI °Àff»f¹f, I ûMf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f SfþÀ±ff³f ¸fZdOIZ ¹fS dS»feR ÀfûÀff¹fMe IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
d¨fdI °Àff»f¹f WZ°fb Ib »f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f SfdVf ø . 1.77,50,000/- (AÃfSZ EI I SûOÞ Àf°fWØfS »ffJ ´f¨ffÀf WþfS ÷ ´fE)
IZ I fdOÊ¹fû»ffgþe dU·ff¦f ¸fZÔ Consumable Items: Sirolimus Eluting Stent, IVUS Catheter and FFRWire
Ii ¹f I S³fZ W Z°fb dõUfd¿fÊI QS ÀfÔdUQf WZ°fb ¸fc»f d³f¸ff°ffÊAûÔ/Ad²fIÈ °f Oe»fÀfÊ ÀfZ BÊ-C´ff´f³f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ U`¶fÀffBM
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS Afg³f »ffB³f ¶fû»fe Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü Àf¸fÀ°f ¶fû»fe EUÔ ¶fû»fe ´fi´fÂf dQ³ffÔI
29.07.2024 I û ´fif°f: 10:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ Afg³f »ffB³f ´fiÀ°fb°f I e þf ÀfIZ ¦feÜ ¶fû»fe ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f A³¹f Àf¸fÀ°f dUUS¯f EUÔ þf³fI fSe
UZ¶fÀffBM www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in, www.education.rajasthan.gov.in/gmckota EUÔ ÀMZM ´fûMÊ»f
UZ¶fÀffBÊM sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

WXÀ°ff./-
(OXfgq d³f»fZVf þ`³f)

A²feÃfIY EUÔ ÀfQÀ¹f Àfd¨fU
AfSX.E¸f.AfSX.EÀf.

EÀf.EÀf.E¨f. IYûMXf (SXfþ.)DIPR/C/6827/2024

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2024-25/8889-8903 Date: 31.07.2024A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc̈ f³ff Àfa£¹ff 093/2024-25
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûþ³ffAûÔ ´fS SfþÀ±ff³f Sfª¹f ÀfOI dUI fÀf EUÔ d³f¸ffÊ¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f. (RSRDC Ltd.) ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f Mû»f I »fZ¢Vf³f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ ´f±fI S UÀfc»fe
WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSÔ¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W` :-

d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fí fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fdUQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ U Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc̄ fÊ dUUS¯f EUÔ ÀfÔVfû²f³f UZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü
B¨LbI ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdþM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdþÀMOÊ I SUf³ff AfUV¹fI W`Ü

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)
Collection of Toll Tax on following Road for the period of 02 years

(1) On "Bikaner Byepass Road." UBN:RRC2425SLOB00209 4034.25 Lakh

(2) On "Hanumangarh-Suratgarh Road" UBN:RRC2425SLOB00210 3465.74 Lakh

(3) On "Pratapgarh-Mandsaur Road" UBN:RRC2425SLOB00211 1021.54 Lakh

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY
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PR 331332
Road(24-25).D

Executive Engineer,
Planning & Investigation Division,

Road Construction Department, Ranchi.

Note:- Only e-Tender shall be accepted. Further details can be seen on e-
procurement portal (https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in/).

OFFICE OF THE EXEOFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEERCUTIVE ENGINEER
PLANNING AND INVESPLANNING AND INVESTIGATIGATION DIVISIONTION DIVISION

ROROAD CAD CONSONSTRUCTRUCTION DEPTION DEPARARTMENT (RTMENT (RCD),RANCHICD),RANCHI
NirupanBhawNirupanBhawan, 3ran, 3rdFloor,RdFloor,Room No. 401,56-Set,oom No. 401,56-Set,

DorDoranda,Ranchi-834002anda,Ranchi-834002
e-Procurement (Very Short Tender Notice)
Letter of Invitation (LOI) No.-08/2024-25

nd2 Call
e-Tender Ref No RCD/PID/RANCHI/08/2024-25 Date:-29.07.2024%&%&

1 Name Of Work

Consultancy Services for Preparation of
Detailed Project Report for Widening/

Reconstruction of Rukotand (On Giridih-
Gandey-Narayanpur-Jamtara road)-

Hadmadih-Medho-Paharpur-Gadi-Sirsiya-
Charghara-Barmasiya-Sijua Dubrajpur-
Sabrajpur-Patrapur-Nawadih-Mundhari-

Chapuadih (on NH-114A) road and
Kundalhari- Kusamba-Maheshmunda link

road including replacement/New Proposal of
Culverts, Bridges, ROB’s, RUB’s, Complete
Land Acquisition Plan including Ownership
details all complete as per latest guidelines,
Resettlement and Rehabilitation Proposal,

Forest Diversion Proposal and Utility
Shifting Proposal in details etc. as required
by the Department (If any) under Giridih
District in the State of Jharkhand*Only
Empanelled consultant with RCD under

category-I vide letter No. 3063(S) WE Dated
22.08.2022are allowed to bid.

2 Tentative Length 25 Km

3 Period of Completion of
Work 90 Days

4
Cost of Tender documents

&
Earnest Money Deposit

Cost of tender documents is Rs. 5000/- (Non-
Refundable)

EMD:- The quotationers have to deposit a
fixed amount of Rs 30000.00 (Thirty
thousand only) as Earnest Money.

As per the Departmental Letter no.-4652(S)
dated 06.10.2023, cost of tender document

and Earnest Money Deposit will be received
in online mode only through e-procurement
portal (http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in) by
internet banking/NEFT/RTGS facility as per
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) issued
by Information Technology & e-Governance
Department, Government of Jharkhand vide

letter no- 120 dated 03.10.2023.
5 Mode of Bid Submission e-tendering(https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in/)

6 Date/Time of Publication
of Tender on Website 01.08.2024,10:30 AM

7 Online Last Date/Time of
Bid Submission 07.08.2024 17:00 PM

8 Date and Time of Bid
opening 08.08.2024 17:30 PM

9 Bid validity 120 days

10
Designation and Contact
no. of Tender inviting

Officer

ExecutiveEngineer, Planning and
Investigation Division,RCD, Ranchi, Mob

No.-9471650883
11 Advertisement no. PR 329858 (Road) 24-25 (D)

Tender No : 38, 39 & 40/2024-25/SE/PHC/MVPA

KIIFBI- Augmentation of WSS to Angamaly (38) Construction of 9m dia well cum PH , Supply and laying of
600 mm DI RWPM, Supply and erection of 400 KVA Transformer, Raw water pump set at Thopilkadavu (39)
P Malayattoor-neeleswaram & Ayyampuzha Pts- Laying of CWPM, Supply and erection of clear water Pump
set, Construction of OHSR Chully, Renovation of existing structures & road restoration, (40)Laying of CWPM
and construction of OHSRs at Thuravoor &Manjapra. EMD : Rs. Rs.5,00,000/- each Tender Fee : Rs.16,540/-
each Last Date for submitting Tender : 30-08-2024 04:00 pm Phone : 0485 2835637 Website:
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in Superintending Engineer

PH Circle
MuvattupuzhaKWA/JB/GL/6/317/2024-25

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

II,, KAMTARAM, SonofGORAKH
PRASAD, resident ofA-318,
SangamVihar, Pushpa
Bhawan, Delhi-110062, have
changedmyname from
KAMTARAMtoKAMTARAM
GUPTA, videaffidavit dated
30.07.2024 atNewDelhi.

0040741212-1

II,, JAGMOHANPATHAKS/O
HARISHCHANDRAPATHAK
ResidingAtD-48, UpperGF
VishwakarmaColony, Pul
PehladPur, NewDelhi-110044,
HaveChangedMyNameFrom
JAGMOHANPATHAKToANKU
PATHAKVideMyAffidavit No.
IN-DL27648056224396WDated
30.07.2024 ForAll Future
Purposes SwornBefore
Rajkumar, Notary, Delhi.

0040741272-1

II,, Inderjeet S/oBakhtawar Singh
Residingat#404, Sector-22A,
Gurgaon -122015 have changed
myname to InderjeetGrewal
Affidavit Dtd: 30/07/2024 at
Gurgaon.

0050247135-1

II,, HimanshuS/oMaheshKumar
R/o 1703/1, Nangla Enclave-1,
NIT, Sec-22, Faridabad-121004
have changedmyname to
HimanshuBhardwaj

0070915766-1

II,, GovindRai Bansal s/oPrem
ChandBansal r/oM-65, Vikas
Puri, Delhi-110018have
changedmynameGOVIND
BANSALpermanently.

0040741246-1

I, GovindKumar S/oKishanPal
R/o-126, Kallupura, Ambedkar
Bhawan,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201001, declare that
mynameGovindKumar is
mentioned inmyAadhar and
PanCard, I amalso knownas
HarshKumar. GovindKumar
andHarshKumarbothare same
person. 0040741195-1

II,, GauravS/oVishnuDutt R/o
RZ-243/M, RajNagar-2, Palam
Colony, Delhi-110077 have
changedmyname toGaurav
Dutt 0070915768-1

II,, GOPALSINGHKARWASRA
RESIDENTOF 204/6 SUBROTO
PARKNEWDELHIHAVE
CHANGEDMYSON’SNAME
FROMNAMISHTONAMISH
CHOUDHARY VIDEAFFIDAVIT
DT29/07/2024BEFORE
PATPARGANJTRILOKPURI

0040740985-1

II,, GAYATRI SANTOSHMALI,
SpouseofNo.17013629H(CFN)
MALIMANOJBHILA, resident of
Village-Deur, Post-Vadali,
Tahsil-Shahada, Distt.-
Nandurbar,Maharashtra-
425423, have changedmyname
fromGAYATRI SANTOSHMALI
toGAYATRIMANOJMALI, vide
affidavit IN-
DL28040846531660W,
dated:31/07/2024, before
Notary, Advocate:Rajkumar,
Regd.No.-6536, NewDelhi.

0070915706-1

II,, DharmendraKumar S/ORam
LakhanPrasad, R/o 247,GBlock
Mangolpuri,Magolpuri S Block,
NorthWestDelhi, Delhi-110083,
Declare that nameofMineand
MyWife hasbeenwrongly
writtenasDharmendraand
Soni inmyminorDaughter
Taru, agedabout 16Years, In
her 10thClassMarksheetCum
Certificate. Theactual nameof
MineandMyWife are
DharmendraKumarandSoni
Kumari,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070915762-1

II,, DeepaliMallW/oVishal
MaxuelMall R/oQuarterNo-
2.8, Block-II, Staff Quarter, St.
StephensHospital, TisHazari,
Delhi-110054 have changedmy
name toDeepali VishalMall

0070915742-1

II,, BrahamPal SinghS/oHari
SinghR/o 413, Pahansu,
SaharanpurU.P. have changed
myname toBrahmPal Singh
for all futurepurposes.

0070915748-1

II Sunrika Sharmaw/oAditya
kumar jhaR/oB14 second floor
Vivek vihar.Have changedmy
nameSunrika jha to Sunrika
sharma for all purposes.

0070915697-1

II,, Amit Kumar S/oOmParkash
JainR/o,A-3/272, U.G.F.,
Janakpuri,NewDelhi-110058,
have changedmy-name to
Amit Kumar Jain for-all-
purposes. 0040741294-2

II,, Amit Kumar&Amit Kumar
Narangbothnamearemine in
future shall be knownasAmit
KumarNarangS/oGopal Das
NarangR/oC-12A, 2nd Floor,
EldecoResidencyGreens, Pi,
GreaterNoidaU.P.

0070915765-1

II SoniaMittalW/oSh.Pardeep
KumarMittal R/o 120, Upper
GroundFloor, Engineers
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-34
declares thatmyhusband
namewronglywrittenas
PardeepKumar inmyPassport
No.Y4120159.Myhusband
correct name is Pardeep
KumarMittalwhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040741189-1

II Satyabir SinghS/oRameshwar
Dayal R/oDhanota(277),
Mahendragarh, Haryana-
123001havechangedmyname
toSatyavir Singh for all
purposes. 0040741189-2

II Rajat S/oSh.SurenderDahiya
R/o 254-255, 3rd Floor, Pocket-2,
Rohini Sector-25, Near Ryan
International School, Rohini,
NorthWestDelhi, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
Rajat Dahiya for all purposes.

0040741189-4

II RISHITAD/OVINODSHARMA
R/OVILLAGE-CHAURASECTOR-
22, NEARSHIVMARKET,NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDDHANAGAR, UP-
201301, HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORISHITASHARMAFOR
ALL FUTUREPURPOSES

0070915756-1

II Naiti DeviW/oShivmurat Bind
R/oBhabhua,WardNo.-09,
Bhabua, Bhabua, Kaimur
(Bhabua), Bhabua, Bihar-
821101, have changedmyname
toBhodhi Devi

0070915704-1

II Lily BhattacharjeeDasD/o
JnanendraMohanDasR/oG-
11, 2507, NiralaGreenShire,
Sector-2, Opposite. St. Jhon
School, SupertechEco village-
1, GreaterNoidaWest, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, UPhave
changedmyname to Lily
Bhattacharjee for all future
Purposes.

0070915705-1

II HarvinderKumar S/o
Sh.Chander ParkashR/oRZ-F-
1/1, 2nd Floor, Gali No.3,
Mahavir Enclave, Palam
Village,PostOffice Palam,
Distt. SouthWest, Delhi-45
have changed thenameofmy
minor son from IshaanSingh to
IshaanKumarNaveen for all
purposes.

0040741189-3

II BhavyaKumari Jha, D/o-Vivek
Kumar JhaR/o-RZ-R,101-C,
ChanakyaPlace, Part-2, Near
Maa JagdambaSweet,New
Delhi-110059have changedmy
name toBhavya Jha for all
purposes.

0040741249-1

II AAKASHVERMAS/o LATESP
VERMAR/oD-2307, SAVIOUR
GREENARCH,GRENOWEST,
GAUTAMBUDDHANAGAR,
UTTARPRADESH-201306, have
changedmyname toAKASH
VORMA for all futurepurposes.

0070915707-1

II Pompaw/oAmit KhareR/o
2490, 24th floorAmantha tower
Gaur SaundaryamTechZone IV
GreaterNoidaBishrakhDist
GautamBudhaNagarU.P-
201306have changedmyname
fromPOMPA toPOMPA
SENGUPTAKHAREhenceforth I
will be knownby thenameof
POMPASENGUPTAKHARE for
all futurepurposes

0070915717-1

I,Sudhir Kumar,S/O-Shri
Tilakraj,R/O-D-138,Prashant
Vihar,Rohini,Sector-14,Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toSudhir KumarGoel.

0040741288-1

I,SUKHMANI SETHI,D/O
Raminder SinghSethi,R/O
No.A-288,2ND Floor,Defence
Colony,NewDelhi-110024, have
changedmyname to
SUKHMANIKAURSETHI.

0040741289-4

I,MukeshGoel,S/O-Late Shri
LaxmanPrasad,R/O-D-
408,TagoreGardenExtn.,New
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toMukeshKumar for all
Purposes.

0040741288-3

II PoonamDahiyaW/oShri
KuldeepR/o,F-224, Upper-
Ground-floor PrashantVihar
sector-14Rohini Delhi-85 have
changedmyname toPoonam.

0040741294-1

IItt is for general information that
I,MOHAMMADABRARS/O
MOHAMAD IQBALR/OB-7/53,
TYPE-2, PITAMPURAPOLICE
LINE, NEWDELHI-110034,
declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
MOHD.ABRAR inmyminor
daughter namelyRAAYNA
ABRARaged15 years in her
school record. Theactual name
ofmine isMOHAMMADABRAR
whichmaybeamended
according.

0040741215-1

IItt is for general Information that
I,DeepikaGaur,W/oSh.Rohit
Nagpal,Mother of,Hriday
Nagpal bornon13.01.2017,R/o-
Flat.No.401, Tower.No.O-3,
OxirichAvenue,NihoScottish
GardenSociety, AhinsaKhand-
2, Indirapuram,Ghaziabad-
201014, earlier, R/o-B-732,
Sarojini-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110023,declare that inmy
child’s,HridayNagpal,birth-
certificate, dated-
19.01.2017,havingRegistration
No.MCDOLIR-0117-006944939,
mynamehasbeenwrittenas
DeepikaNagpal. Themother’s
nameonmychild’s birth
certificate shouldbeamended
andenteredasDeepikaGaur.

0040741211-6

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSimran,D/o
Rishi Raj R/o-613/31,Gali.No-
3,GramSabha-Colony
Bindapur, UttamNagar,West
Delhi,Delhi-110059,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasSimran
Chauhan.

0040741279-4

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasHAJROO
NISAaliasNISHA,D/o-MOHD
MANEER,W/OMOH.NASIR,R/o-
D-170,BRARSQUARE, DELHI-
CANTT, SOUTH-WEST,DELHI,
DELHI-110010,have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasHAJROONISA.

0040741279-6

II,,UUMMAADEVI,W/o-JABARSINGH
RANA,R/o-KA-304,SHALIMAR
CITY,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar
pradesh-201005,have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownas UMARANA.

0040741288-5

II,,TTAAMMAAAALLKRISHAN
MAHAJAN,S/O-AMIT
MAHAJAN,R/O-582,4TH-
FLOOR,SECTOR
14,FARIDABAD,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOTAMAALKRISHNA
MAHAJAN,FORALL, FUTURE
PURPOSES.

0040741274-5

II,,SSuunniill kujmarpal S/o-
HarswroopSinghpal,Address-
165/2,bonjhaGhaziabadU.P-
201001, changedmyname to
Sunil kumarpal.

0040741276-3

II,,SSuunniill KumarNisadS/OKalika
Prasad,R/OB-101,14, Pratap
Nagar,Mayur-Vihar Phase-
1,Delhi-110091,HaveChanged
myName toSunil Kumar
Nishad.

0040741279-5

II,,SShhaaiikkhhRubina Iqbal
Husain,W/OShabab
Alam,R/O,C144 street.no.11,
westVinod-NagarDelhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toRubeena Fatima,for all
purposes.

0040741276-4

II,,SSHHAAIILLLLYY SWARUP,W/O-
RHITENDRASWARUP,R/O-
FLAT.NO-321,ROSEWOOD-
APARTMENTSSEC-13PKT-A,
DWARKA,DELHI-110078, HAVE
CHANGEDMYMINOR
DAUGHTER’SNAMEFROM
AYANASWARUPTOAYANA
RHITENDRASWARUP,FORALL
PURPOSES.

0040741279-1

II,,SSAAYYAARRAABANO,W/O-MEHRAJ
KHAN,R/oA-41gali.no.2main-
roadChandbaghkarawal
nagar,north east delhi-
110094,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMESAYRABANO.

0040741274-3

II,,RRaavviinnddeerr Kaur,S/o-Harvinder
Singh,Address-J-12/37,Rajouri
GardenTagoreGardenDelhi-
110027,changedmyname to
Ravinder kaur Sethi

0040741289-5

II,, P.P. SinghS/oHoshiyar Singh
R/o 23, LoombaNiwas,
Shivpuri, Bulandshahr have
changedmyname toPratipal
Singh. 0070915770-1

II,,RRaakkeesshh Singh,S/oPrithvi
Singh,R/o-Flat.No. H-102,1st
Floor,FriendsApartment,
Plot.No.45 IP, Extension,
Patparganj Society,EastDelhi-
92,this is inform that RAKESH
SINGHSHISHODIAandRAKESH
SINGH,bothnamesareof same
person. 0040741289-2

II,,RRAAJJKKUUMMAARR,,SS//OOSH.ANIL
KUMAR,R/0-2185/15,SHADI
KHAMPUR,OPP:WEST-PATEL
NAGAR,NEWDELHI-
110008,have changed thename
ofmyminor daughter
ARADHNAaged-13-years and
she shall hereafter be known
asARADHNAKUMAR

0040741274-9

II,,QQaammaarr Uddin S/o-
JalaluddinHousenumber-127-
128,street number-8 jafrabad
jaffrabadDelhi- 110053,
changedmyname to
Qamruddin 0040741289-1

II,,PPoooojjaa Yadav,D/oShivmurat
SinghYadav,R/o-Plot
No.Old.No.2A,Khasra
No.376,KaranVihar,Phase-1,
Kirari SulemanNagar,Delhi-
110086,that nameofmy father
mistakenly entered inmy
school recordandboard-
documents asShivmurat Singh
insteadof Shivmurat Singh
Yadav. 0040741289-3

II,,PPaarraammjjiitt Kaur, spouseof
JagmohanSinghR/o Flat
No.201, T-9,WadalaRoad,New
GreenModel Town, Palm
Royale Estate, Jalandhar,
Punjab-144003havechanged
myname fromParamjit Kaur to
Paramjeet Kaur vide affidavit
dated 31.07.2024 atNotary
Noida, G.B.Nagar(U.P)

0040741243-1

II,,NNoo--1144886622221155YY,,,,HHaavv//SSKKTT,,
ShatishKumar,
Regiment/Corps-ASC,S/O- Late
Shri Budhwar Singh, R/O-
HouseNo-830,ThakurDiya
Chouk,Manikpur,District-
Korba,Chhattisgarh-495682. In
myservice recordsmy
mother’s DoBnamely
Budhiyarin Bai hasbeen
wronglymentionedas 06-07-
1975 insteadof 23-10-1968 as in
herAadharCard. It needs
corrections. Objectionsbe
filled to concernedauthorities.

0020479202-1

II,,MMeelloonnaaNoottikattuXavierW/o
Benston John,R/o-H.No.A-
11,Krist Jyoti-
Apartments,Parwana
Road,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,have changedmyname
toMelonaNXavier.

0040741276-5

II,,MMaanniisshhKumar,S/o-RamMilan
Sudhakar,R/oD-1204,Raksha
Addela,GreaterNoida
West,GautamBudh
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201009,have changedmyname
toManishKumar Sudhakar.

0040741288-4

II,,MMEEHHRRAAJJ S/OMEHMOOD
KHAN,R/o,A-41gali.no.2,main
roadChandbaghkarawal-
nagar north east,delhi-
110094,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMEMRHRAJKHAN.

0040741274-2

II,,MMAANNOOJJ KUMARTHEREJA,S/O
VIRBHANTHEREJA,H.NO-
1596,FIRST-FLOOR, LAXMIBAI-
NAGAR, DELHI-110023,have
changedmyname toMANOJ
THEREJA,for all futurepurpose.

0040741274-10

II,,MMAADDAANNSINGHBISHT,S/O-
BACHESINGHBISHT,R/O-
HOUSE.NO-62,GALI.NO-1
SATYA-VIHAR,KAMALPUR
DELHI-110084,HAVECHANGED
MYNAME,FROMMADANSINGH
TOMADANSINGHBISHT,FOR
FUTUREPURPOSE.

0040741276-7

II,,KKaammaalljjiitt Singh,S/OArur
Singh,R/O-3145/1Kh.No-
29,Ground-Floor Street.No-
1,Ranjit-Nagar Patel
Nagar,Delhi-110008,Have
ChangedMyNameTo
Kamaljeet Singh forAll
Purposes.

0040741276-2

II,,LLAAVVAANNYYAAKAMAL,D/O-KAMAL
SINGH,residingat,B-60-
A,STREET.NO-10,GANESH
NAGARPANDAV-NAGAR
COMPLEX,DELHI-110092,have
changedmyname to LAVANYA
KAMALSINGH,for all,future
purpose.

0040741274-6

II,, VishalMaxualMall S/oVinod
SMall R/oQuarterNo-2.8,
Block-II, StaffQuarter, St.
StephensHospital, TisHazari,
Delhi-110054have changedmy
name toVishalMaxuelMall

0070915738-1

II,,KKRRIISSHHNNAADEVI,mother
of,DAULATRAM
BHARDWAJ,Presently,residing
at,DWARKA,SAMARGOPALPUR
(90), Distt.Rohtak,Haryana-
124514,have changedmy
name,fromKRISHNADEVI to
KISHANIDEVI,vide-affidavit
date-31.07.2024.

0040741211-11

II,,KKV JALAJA,mother of,AnoopM
P, permanent, residingat,
Mannel, vayalar p.o, cherthala,
alappuzha, kerala-688536,have
changedmyname fromKV
JALAJA to JALAJA,vide-
affidavit date-31.07.2024.

0040741276-8

II,,JJaayy Shree,W/O-SureshKumar
P, R/O-B-9/169,Sector-
3,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname to Jayshree
Suresh for all purposes.

0040741288-2

II,,IInnddrreesshhW/oLalit Bhati R/o
GateNo.2 SarupaMarket,
SalarpurKhadar,Noida-
201304,HaveChangedMy
NameToNamrataBhati,For
Future.

0040741211-1

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo knownas
DHARMVEERALIASDHARM
BEER,S/O-RAGHBIR,R/O-
H.NO.54,CHAUPALWALI-
GALI,LAMPUR,PO:LAMPUR,DIS
T:NORTH-WESTDELHI,DELHI-
110040,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asDHARMBEER.

0040741211-2

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo KnownAsAnita,W/o
Sunil Kumar Jain,R/o-74-
A,3Rd.Floor, Street.No.9,West-
AzadNagar,Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasMamta
Jain. 0040741279-3

II,,GGeeeettaaDevi Sharma,mother
of,PradeepKumar Sharma,
presently,residing
at,V.P.O.Kheri, Tehsil-
Narnaul,Distt.-Mahendergarh,
Haryana-123021,have changed
myname fromGeetaDevi
Sharma toGeetaDevi,vide
affidavit,date-31.07.2024.

0040741276-10

II,,GGaannggaavviirr Singh,S/o -Ram
Dass,R/o F, 111,Gali No.9,
Khajoori Khas,KarawalNagar,
North eastDelhi,Delhi-110094,
have chagedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
GangaBir. 0040741288-6

II,,GGOOPPAALLBISHT,S/O-ANAND
SINGHBISHT,R/O-
BB/26C,SHALIMAR-BAGH
(WEST), SHALIMAR-
BAGH,DELHI-110088,have
changedmyminor child
name,fromAVYUKTBISHT to
ARINBISHT. 0040741274-7

II,,DDiinneesshhKumar,s/o Jai
BhagwanVerma,R/o-
180105,Block-M,14th
Avenue,GaurCity-2,Sec-
16C,GreaterNoida,
G.B.Nagar,U.P-201318,have
changedmyname toDinesh
KumarVermaPermanently.

0040741274-1

I,DeepakChoudhary,S/o
Mr.KamalKrishana
Choudhary,R/o-HouseNo-
461,Ground-Floor, Sector-
45,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122003,have changedmy,name
fromChoudharyDeepakKumar
toDeepakChoudhary for
all,futurepurpose.

0040741276-6

II,,BBrriihhmmii DeviW/oLTChandRam
R/o-791
Bayyanpur(207)Sonipat
Haryana-131001 inform that
BrahamiDevi,Birmi
Devi,Brahami, BhirmiDevi all
thesenamesbelongs to the
sameperson’s name.

0040741211-3

II,,BBIIMMLLEESSHHKUMARTIWARI,R/O-
FLAT.NO-502 TOWERFAJNARA-
AMBROSIA,SECTOR-118,NOIDA
GAUTAMBUDHANAGAR,U.P-
201301,HAVECHANGEDNAME
OFMYMINORSON,FROM
SHREYASH. TOSHREYASH
TIWARI. 0040741279-7

II,,BBAALLJJEEEETT SINGH,S/O-
HARBHAJANSINGH,R/O-
KH.NO.18/20,A-BLOCK,
124,GALINO-2,HARIT
VIHAR,KAMALPUR
MAJRA,BURARI, DELHI-
110084,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOBALJIT SINGH.

0040741274-8

II,,AANNIILL KUMARSHARMA,S/o
SHRICHANDSHARMA,
ADD:WZ-20,POSANGIPUR,
JANAKPURI,NEWDELHI-
110058,have changedmyname
toANIL SHARMA.

0040741274-4

II,,AAjjaayyKumarBhola S/oBhim
SenBholaR/oPlotNo.2060/B,
1st Floor RoadNo.5, Kongposh
Colony JainNagar, Tirthankar
NagarKaralaDelhi-
110081,have changedmy
minor daughter name
Vaibhavi Bhola aged 12Years
toDinayraBhola.

0040741211-5

II,,AABBHHIISSHHEEKKKUMAR,S/o
SANTOSHKUMAR,R/o FLAT.NO-
101, GANGA-YAMUNA
RESIDENCY,SEC-1,BISHRAKH,
BEHINDACE-CITY,GAUTAM
BUDH-NAGAR,U.P-201306,have
changedmyname to
ABHISHEK,for all,future
purpose. 0040741276-1

It hasbeen informed that original
documents (DeedofAllotment
issuedondated
21/02/2011,original receipts,
Possession Letter) ofmyFlat
No.A-105 inNRI Residency, GH-01,
OMEGA-II, Pari chowk,Greater
Noida, issuedbybuilder SDS
Infratech Ltd., are lost. Theuseof
thesedocumentsbyanyonewill
be illegal. VinodKumarShishodia
D-344, Shastri Nagar, Ghaziabad,
UP-201002,Mob:9313333038

0070915736-1

II,, RakeshKumarGupta S/oOm
PrakashGupta, have lostmy
property documents (GPA,
Agreement to sell, Affidavit,
receipt etc. and
RelinquishmentDeed. If found
please contact- RZ-71/234,
Dayal Park,West Sagarpur,
NewDelhi-110046.

0040741206-1

II,, TapanKumarAich, S/oRohini
KumarAich, R/oD-402,
PawittraCGHSLtd., 12
Vasundhara Enclave, Delhi-
110096, lostmyShare
Certificate of BandhanBank
Limited, vide folio no. 00015234
(Gruh Finance Limited Folio
Number), ShareCertificateNo.
6669, No. of Share-2840,
DistinctiveNo. from1588448755
to 1588451594. If foundplease
contact: 9654574789.

0040741201-1

II,, have lostmyOriginal General
PowerofAttorneyof FlatNo.B-
1/912, 9th Floor, Purvanchal
Silver City-2, Sector Pi-II,
GreaterNoidaU.P.MonikaSuri
W/oSanjeevSuri &Sanjeev Suri
S/o LateR.K. Suri R/o Flat
No.804, Laleshwari Vatika
Sector 21-D, Faridabad

0070915780-1

II,, hitherto knownasNIYATI
SHAHD/ONARESHKUMAR
SHAHW/OVARUNBHARDWAJ
R/OD-263, NARMADA
APARTMENTS, ALAKNANDA,
KALKAJI, SOUTHDELHI, DELHI-
110019have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asNIYATI BHARDWAJ.

0070915779-1

II,, Sunil Kumar Sachdeva, S/o
TotaRamSachdeva, R/oB-16,
GroundFloor, Opp. RanaPratap
Bagh, C.C. Colony,MalkaGanj,
Delhi-110007, dohereby
declare that Sunil Kumar
SachdevaandSuneel Sachdev,
are the sameperson.
Henceforth, I have changedmy
name fromSuneel Sachdev to
Sunil Kumar Sachdeva for all
futurepurposes.

0040741191-1

II,, SubhashChandS/OAttar
Singh, R/o F- 274Hanuman
Mandir LadoSarai SouthDelhi-
110030, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asGautamChaudhary.

0070915760-1

II,, SrawanKumarBairwas/o
Ramchandra r/oWZ-250, FF,
GuruNanakNagar, TilakNagar,
Delhi-110018 have changedmy
name toSRAWANKUMAR.

0040741202-1

II,, Sheo Ji SinghR/oSamtaVihar
Part-2, Gali No-11,Mukundpur
Extension, LibasPur, Delhi-
110042have changedmyname
toShivji Singh 0070915757-1

II,, ShahnawazKhanS/oShaheed
KhanR/oE-337, Beta-1, Greater
Noida U.P. have changedmy
name toShahwaj Khan for all
futurepurposes.

0070915751-1

II,, SanjayKumar SinghS/oShivji
SinghR/oSamtaVihar Part-2,
Gali No-11,Mukundpur
Extension, LibasPur, Delhi-
110042have changedmyname
toSanjay Singh

0070915753-1

II,, SANJIVMAINI, S/o
SurindernathMaini, R/o 802,
Shivalik Tower, Kaushambi,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010, have
changed myname toSANJIV
SURINDERNATHMAINI, for all
purposes. That SANJIVMAINI
andSANJIVSURINDERNATH
MAINI is oneand the same
person. 0040741221-1

II,, S. RevathyaliasRevathy
SelvarajW/oMohanDassR/oT-
9,GF, Eldeco, Residency
Green,Sector PI
Greater,Noida,Gautam,Budh
NagarPin-201310,Uttar
Pradeshhave changedmy
name toRevathySelvaraj.

0040741211-4

II,, Ritu SainiW/oSushant Saini
R/o 461GF,Orchid Island,
Sector 51, Gurugramhave
changedmyname toRitu
Vohra for all futurepurposes.

0070915675-1

II,, RajenderKumar S/oBaduRam
R/o 174/B, Gali No.-11, Chander
Vihar,Mandawali, Delhi-110092
have changedmyminor
daughter’s nameBaby to
Vedika, aged 13 years for all
futurepurposes.

0040741256-1

II,, RAJUDUBEYS/ORAGHUNATH
R/OA-608NEARBLOCK-T ,
PREMNAGAR, PATELNagar
DELHI-110008HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOHARERAMDUBEY
FORALLPURPOSES.

0070915781-1

II,, Preeti JainW/oAmit Kumar
JainR/o,A-3/272, U.G.F.,
Janakpuri, NewDelhi-
110058,have changedmyname
toPriti Jain for-all-purposes.

0040741294-3

I, P SinghW/oPratipal SinghR/o
23, LoombaNiwas, Shivpuri,
Bulandshahr have changedmy
name toPoonamSingh.
0070915769-1

II,, Navinder S/oHari Ram
Badsiwal R/oE-16/31, Anand
Puri, TankRoad,Gali No-3,
Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005have
changedmyname toNavinder
Badsiwal

0070915749-1

II,,Md. Sarfaraj AlamS/oMohd.
AslamR/oNU-29C, NearYadav
Namkeen, Pitampura, Delhi -
110034, have changedmyname
toSarfrazAlam.

0040741279-2

II,,MUKESHGARGS/O JAI
PRAKASHGARGR/O118,MAIN
ROAD, SHAKTIVIHAR,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034
HAVECHANGEDMYMINOR
DAUGHTER’SNAMEFROMPEHU
GARGTOPIHUGARGFORALL
FUTUREPURPOSES.

0070915696-1

II,,MMPANKAJAKSHAN,father
of,AnoopM
P,permanent,residing
at,Mannel,vayalar p.o,
cherthala, alappuzha,kerala-
688536,have changedmyname
fromMMPANKAJAKSHAN to
PANKAJAKSHANMMvide-
affidavit date-31.07.2024.

0040741276-9

II,, Kshitija Jayant Patki,W/o
NiteshBansal, R/o 7295/2, Prem
Nagar, NearKamlaNagar,
Delhi- 110007, have changed
myname toKshitija Bansal.

0040741208-1

II,, KritimaTripathi D/oMr. Kul
BhushanTripathi R/oH.N.-
12/16, Semal Road, Shipra Sun
City, Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201014 have
changedmyname from
Kritima toKritimaTripathi for
all futurepurposes.

0040741270-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT MY
CLIENTS MOHD. IMRAN AQIL S/O MOHAMMED
AQIL R/O H. NO.6456/1, IDGAH ROAD, QURESHI
NAGAR, P.O. SADAR BAZAR, DELHI G.P.O., NORTH
DELHI, DELHI-110006 & MUSTAQEEM QURESHI
S/O MD. AKIL R/O H.NO. 6437, IDGAH ROAD,
QUSABPURA. DELHI SADARBAZAR. DELHI G.P.O.,
NORTHDELHI, DELHI-110006, HEREBY SEVERALL
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THEIR MOTHER &
SISTER NAMELY HAMEEDA BEGUM & FARHEEN
AQUIL ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMPERTINENT.
DISRESPECTFUL, INDISCIPLINED,ANDTHREATENING
BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS MY CLIENTS. ANY ONE
DEALING WITH THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS,
HENCEFORTH, SHALL BE DOING SO AT HIS/HER
OWN RISK AND RESPONSIBILITY AND MY
CLIENTS SHALLNOTBERESPONSIBLE FORTHEIR
ANY ACT/DEED/ OMISSION ETC.

Sd/-
VIDUSHI SINGH (Advocate)

11232, Roop Nagar, Delhi-110007

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general
public that my client Mrs.
Nidhi Soni, wife of Sh. Vivek
Soni, is intending to purchase
land measuring 02 Bighas, 07
B i s w a s , 0 5 B i s w a n s i
(approx.) out of Khasra no.
25/8 min (2- 12), & 25/3 min
(4-16) 14/23 min (2-2)
situated in the revenue estate
of Village Deoli, Tehsil
Mehrauli, New Delhi and has
entered into an Agreement to
sell/purchase of the said land
from the earstwhile owner
Smt.Bharti Grover, wife of
Mr.Harit Grover, R/o A-32,
IIIrd Floor, East of Kailash,
New Delhi-110048 who has
represented herself to be the
true and lawful owner of the
s a m e a n d i s i n
e x c l u s i v e / p h y s i c a l
possession of the said
land/property, therefore it is
hereby notified that any
p e r s o n / i n d i v i d u a l /
institution/s or bank/NBFC
having any sort of right, title or
interest or any kind of
lien/claim with regard to the
subject property may contact
the undersigned or put
forward his/her/their claim
accordingly before the
undersigned within a period
of 15 days of this notice,
o t h e r w i s e i t s h a l l b e
p r e s u m e d t h a t t h e
property/land is free from all
e n c u m b r a n c e s /
charge/lien/mortgage etc.
and further any claim raised
thereafter shall not be binding
upon my client in any manner
whatsoever in respect of the
c a p t i o n e d p r o p e r t y. I f
anybody has any objection to
the sale/purchase, he/she
m a y a p p r o a c h t h e
undersigned within 15 days of
publication of this notice.
P A N K A J B A G G A
ADVOCATE CHAMBER :
CH. NO.59, (CIVIL WING)
TISHAZARI, DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Usha Rani W/o Late Sh. Kishan
Lal R/o 2080/A, Street No.6, 40 Foota Road,
Tirthanker Nagar, Jain Colony, Karala, Delhi-
110081, has severed all her relations with her
son namely Sh. Rakesh Katyal and his wife
Smt. Anju Katyal due to their bad behaviour,
my client has also disowned and debarred her
said son from her movable and immovable
property i.e. 2080/A, Street No.6, 40 Foota
Road, Tirthanker Nagar, Jain Colony, Karala,
Delhi-110081 area ad-measuring 200 sq. yrds.
Anybody dealing with them will do so at
his/her/their own risk and responsibilities and
my client will not be responsible for any act,
deed or dealing done by Sh. Rakesh Katyal
and his wife namely Smt. Anju Katyal.

Sd/-
Bhavna Grover

Advocate
Ch. No. 1024, Rohini Court Complex,

Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
RAMAN LAL S/O LATE SH. MOTI
RAM R/O AG-1/140A, GROUND
FLOOR, VIKAS PURI, NEW
DELHI-110018, declare that name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as RAMAN LAL
SIDHWANI and MOTI RAM
SIDHWANI respectively in my Pan
Card No.AAAPS1027K. That actual
name of mine and my father are
RAMAN LAL and MOTI RAM
respectively as mentioned in my
Aadhar Card no.2605-3489- 9044
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT MY
CLIENTMOHD. AAKIL SO RIYAZUDDIN R/O 6456/1
NAWABROAD,QUSABPURA,DELHIG.P.O., NORTH
DELHI, DELHI-110006 HEREBY DISOWN HIS WIFE
AND DAUGHTER NAMELY HAMEEDA BEGUM &
FARHEEN AQIL FROM HIS ENTIRE MOVEABLE
AND IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES ACQUIRED OR
INHERITED OR TO BE ACQUIRED/ INHERITED IN
FUTURE BY MY SAID CLIENT MY CLIENT ABOVE
NAMEDHAVEALSOSEVEREDALLHISRELATIONS
WITH THEM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS IMPERTINENT,
DISRESPECTFUL, INDISCIPLINED,ANDTHREATENING
BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS MY CLIENT, ANY ONE
DEALING WITH THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS,
HENCEFORTH, SHALL BE DOING SO AT HIS/HER
OWNRISKANDRESPONSIBILITYANDMYCLIENT
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACT/DEED/OMISSION ETC.

Sd/-
VIDUSHI SINGH (Advocate)

11232, Roop Nagar, Delhi-110007

P Vid hi 4hX3 ASB(3)

IN THE COURT OF
SH. NARESH KUMAR

MALHOTRA, LD.DISTRICT
JUDGE (COMMERCIALCOURT-06),
WEST DISTRICT, ROOM No. 403,
EXTENSION BUILDING (NEW),
FOURTH FLOOR, TIS HAZARI

COURT, DELHI.

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code

of Civil Procedure)
CS (Comm.)No/892/2022
CANARA BANK ......Plaintiff

Vs
MANISH KUMAR ....Defendant
To,
(Defendant No 1)
MR. MANISH KUMAR
(BORROWER) S/O SH. NAWAL
KISHORE, PROP OF MEHTA
INSTITUTE H. No. B-3/451,
B-BLOCK, AGAR NAGAR,
PREM NAGAR, KIRARI SULEMAN
NAGAR, DELHI-110008
MOB-9582635949.
ALSOAT: 66, V.P.O.MUBARAKPUR
DABAS, DELHI-110008
WHEREAS you, in view of the reports
already received, cannot be served in
ordinary way. It is hereby notified that
if you shall not defend the case on the
28th day of August, 2024, the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be heard
and determined ex-parte.
GIVEN under my hand and the seal of
the court on this 12th Day of July, 2024.

Sd/-
JudgeSeal

NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARE
CERTIFICATES

Notice is hereby given that the
following share certificate(s) issued
by ICICI Bank Ltd (“the Company”)
are stated to have been lost or
misplaced and the registered share
holder(s) applied for issue of
duplicate share certificate(s).

FOLIO
NO

REGISTERED
SHARE

HOLDER(S)
CERT
NO

DIST
FROM

DIST
TO

EQUITY
SHARES

1041-
658

Saroj
Mittal

375-
97

14924-
410

583111-
3594

455

45

Any person who has/have a claim in
respect of the said certificate(s)
should lodge his/her/their claim with
all supporting documents with the
Company or Kfin Technologies Ltd,
Selenium Tower B, plot 31-32,
Gachibowli, financial distr ict,
Hyderabad-500032. If no valid and
legitimate claim is received within
15 days from the date of publication
of this notice, the Company will
proceed to issue duplicate share
certificate(s) to the share holder(s)
listed above and no further claim
would be entertained from any other
person(s).

SAROJ MITTAL
Date: 01-08-2024 Place: NOIDA

930-
121

14923-
956

583111-
3550

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Munni Devi W/O Late
Vishvnath, R/O H.N.-B-2/50A, Sewak
Park, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, has severed all his relations
and debarred her son Dilip Kumar and
her daughter in law Komal Mandal
allies Komal Kumari from her entire
movable/immovable property due to
cruel behavior. My client shall not be
responsible for his any acts, debts and
deeds in the future.

Kamala Kant Jha
Advocate

Office at: 68B, Village Nawada
New Delhi-110059
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Government of Madhya Pradesh
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief
Water Resources Department,

Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.)
Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in

Tel:- 0755-2767635 / Fax:- 0755-2552406
N.I.T. No. 1082/2024-25/E-in-C/e-tendering Bhopal, Dated 30.07.2024

Bids for following works are invited on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in Last
Date of purchase/download of Bid Document and submission of bid is 20-08-2024,
17:30 hrs. Any amendment/modification can be seen only on the website. Detailed
N.I.T. and other details can be viewed on above mentioned website.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

G-14241/24 (Procurement)

S.
No.

Tender No. Work District Amount
(Lakhs)

1. 2024_WRD_360050 Curtain grouting work in Gallery of
Bansujara Dam.

Tikamgarh 3153.65

2. 2024_WRD_360051 Turnkey Basis:- Construction of
Kabulpur (Kamardipur) pressurized
pipe system in 3100 Ha. and
Gagorani Barrage (with Gates) with
gross storage capacity 3.22 MCM on
Lakhunder river including all
construction related works, as per
detail given in scope of work but not
limited to that.

Shajapur 9361.60

सचंालनालय खेलऔर
युवा कलयाण

टी.टी. नगर सटेडियम, भोपाल, मधयप्रदेश

ई-डनडवदा सचूना
संचालनालय खलेऔर यवुा कलयाण, मधयप्रदशे, द्ारा ‘डरिकेट खेल सामग्ी/
उपकरण रिय हेतु’ ननमामाता अथवा उनके अनिकृत प्रनतनननि से ई-नननवदा
आमनंरित की जाती ह।ै नननवदा प्रपरि व नननवदा की नवसततृ शततें www.
mptenders.gov.in पर उपलबि ह।ै ई-नननवदा प्रकाशन उपरांत नननवदा में
कोई संशोिन व पररवतमान नकया जाता है तो वह मारि उपरोक्त उललेनखत ई-टेण्डर
पोटमाल पर ही उपलबि रहगेा।
म.प्र. माधयम/115656/2024 सचंालक
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FORM No. STK--6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the
Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7 of the Companies (Removal of Names

of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice :ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2024-25/527
Date: -10/07/2024

Reference:
(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (29) companies in the
state of Delhi under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

(2). Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received
applications from the above-mentioned companies under section 248(2)
of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the
register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to
commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the
ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or
operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and
has/have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining the
status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act,
2013 or the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant
company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription
which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a
company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one
hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of
section 10A/ have not been carrying on any business or operations, as
revealed after the physical verification carried out under sub-section (9) of
section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as
companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their
names from the register of companies.

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off
the names of the above-mentioned companies from the Register of
Companies.

(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the
companies from the register of companies may send his or her objection
to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the
date of publication of this notice.

Irkan Tirkey
Assistant Registrar

Centre for Processing Accelerated
CBC 07123/11/0256/2425 Corporate Exit

S.
No

Work
Item CIN Company

Name

1 AA9156105 U45201DL2021PTC388699 INTUITIONS AND DECISIONS SERVICES
PRIVATE LIMITED

2 AA9119769 U74999DL2021PTC388702 CAUVERY SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED

3 AA9110434 U72900DL2022PTC402897 GREWISE TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE
LIMITED

4 AA9099177 U63040DL2006PTC155958 SHIVIK INTERNET PRIVATE LIMITED
5 AA9042391 U29309DL2022PTC407303 GBA INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE LIMITED

6 AA8995501 U36109DL2022PTC402299 PROMECENS BIOSYSTEMS PRIVATE
LIMITED

7 AA8948823 U74900DL2010PTC198409 COMPLETE MEDI VEDA SOLUTIONS
PRIVATE LIMITED

8 AA8944390 U55101DL2015PTC279578 STUDENT HOSTELERS ONLINE SERVICES
PRIVATE LIMITED

9 AA8938643 U93000DL2020PTC362107 ZEST LIFE SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED

10 AA8936345 U29309DL2017FTC322471 CHEMEX MODULAR INDIA PRIVATE
LIMITED

11 AA8936217 U15549DL2022PTC398448 WINCARE DRINKS PRIVATE LIMITED

12 AA8904587 U72200DL2021PTC384697 INKBLOT TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE
LIMITED

13 AA8873786 U31100DL2022PTC393815 SUSDECO ENERGY PRIVATE LIMITED

14 AA8863271 U65999DL2021PTC391494 ARNAV BHATIA HOLDINGS PRIVATE
LIMITED

15 AA8296543 U70101DL2012PTC237224 CREST INFRATECH PRIVATE LIMITED
16 AA8718090 U74899DL1985PTC020576 SHREE GOPAL MOTORS PRIVATE LIMITED

17 AA8658633 U22300DL2021PTC379390 ARYAKHAND TELEVISION PRIVATE
LIMITED

18 AA8624135 U70102DL2010PTC203060 AVS REAL ESTATE PROJECTS PRIVATE
LIMITED

19 AA8615042 U72900DL2020PTC364765 VLX LABS PRIVATE LIMITED

20 AA8614409 U93090DL2020PTC364188 MENON & MAZUMDAR INSTITUTE OF
STARTING UP PRIVATE LIMITED

21 AA8331762 U33130DL1979PLC009933 RAPA RELAYS LIMITED
22 AA8353841 U74999DL2019PTC344523 KURRENT CONSULTING PRIVATE LIMITED

23 AA8613252 U52599DL2023PTC410127 PROFUNDITY MATERIALS PRIVATE
LIMITED

24 AA8599946 U36999DL2022PTC403622 BENHEAVEN RETAIL PRIVATE LIMITED

25 AA8598025 U15490DL2016PLC306438 APPETIZERS AND SNACKS FOODS
LIMITED

26 AA8567195 U63030DL20210PC389135 DTRAVCO (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
27 AA8550516 U92490DL2011PTC225649 KINGS JUNGLE PRIVATE LIMITED
28 AA8549350 U74999DL2016PTC309399 TPM ENTERTAINMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
29 AA8424687 U45400DL2007PTC169348 DELANCO BUILDCON PRIVATE LIMITED

Government of India Ministry of
Corporate Affairs Centre for

Processing Accelerated Corporate
Exit (C-PACE) IICA Building, 7th

Floor, Plot P-6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT
Manesar, Gurgaon, Haryana-122050.

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX IYfSX´fûSXZMX IYf¹fÊ ¸fÔÂff»f¹f

AfBÊ.AfBÊ.Àfe.E. d¶fd»OXÔ¦f, 7Ue ¸fÔdþÞ»f,
´»ffMX P-6,7,8, ÀfZ.-5, AfBÊ.E¸f.MXe. ¸ff³fZÀfSX,
¦fbOX¦ffhU, WXdSX¹ff¯ff-122050.
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Applications are invited for the
following posts.

Newasa Road Naka, Shrirampur,
Tal-Shrirampur, Dist-Ahmednagar (M.S).

Affiliated to Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune,
NAAC Accredited and ISO certified. (Non Grant Basis)

Ɛɹɱʅɵɱʄ ǩɹʄɺ Ťʁʈɺʀɵʄɱʁ ġɵɺɼ ƛɱʊ ķʁɽɽɶɸɶ

Sr.
No.

Post Qualification Reservation

1. Principal (1) Post graduation in English /
Sociology/ Economics /
Political Science / Law -

Ph.D with 15 years
Teaching Experience

Open to all

2. Assistant
Professor
(Law) (5)

LL.M., SET/ NET/ Ph.D ST-1,SC-1,
DT(A)-1)
OBC-1,

SEBC-1.
3. Assistant

Professor
(Non-Law) (4)

M.A/SET/NET/Ph.D
in English / Sociology/
Economics/ Political

Science (Each one) on
academic basis.

Open to all

Note : ÎÎ Interested candidates need to apply with detailed
bio-data, self attested copies of all marksheets, certificates, PAN
card, Aadhar Card, age and domicile certificate, approvals and
two passport size photos within 20 days from the date of publica-
tion of this advertisements to the above address. ÎÎ Qualifications,
experience, service conditions & pay scale shall be as per the
norms of the UGC/ BCI/ Govt/ SPPU/ Trust policy. ÎÎ Reservation :
A reserved category candidate must obtain the acknowledgement
receipt after submitting the application to the Law College. ÎÎ A
copy of the acknowledgement receipt and application set should
be scanned in pdf format and sent to the e.mail Id:reservation@
unipune.ac.in of Reservation cell, Savitribai Phule Pune
University, Ganeshkhind, Pune-07 for information ÎÎ College is like-
ly to get grants as per orders of Hon'ble High Court /Apex Court.

Adminstrator, Khasdar Shri Govindrao Adik Law College,
Newasa Road Naka, Shrirampur (M.S)

09881971789, 09766097006, 7058942801.

ADITyA BIRLA HOUSING FINANCE LImITED

APPENDIX IV
[See Rule 8 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Possession Notice (for Immovable Property)
Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Limited under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of pow-
ers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 had issued a demand notice dated 15-05-2024 calling
upon the borrowers Pradeep Kumar Shrivastava , Bhavana Shrivastava, men-
tioned in the notice being of Rs. 10,63,431.96/- (Rupees Ten Lac Sixty Three
Thousand Four Hundred Thirty One and Ninety Six Paise Only) within 60 days
from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the bor-
rowers and to the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred on him/her
under Section 13(4) of the said Act. read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 30th day of July of the year, 2024.
The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
the Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited for an amount of Rs. 10,63,431.96/-
(Rupees Ten Lac Sixty Three Thousand Four Hundred Thirty One and Ninety
Six Paise Only) and interest thereon. Borrowers attention is invited to the provisions
of Sub-section 8 of Section 13 of the Act., in respect of time available, to redeem the
secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ImmOVABLE PROPERTy
All That Piece And Parcel Of Plot No. 59, Admeasuring 59.54 Sq. Mtrs., Situated At
Khasra No. 1099, 1100, 1092 & 1098, Shivani Residency, Nandlalpur, Mauja:
Naraich, Tehsil: Etmadpur, District: Agra, Uttar Pradesh 282066, And Bounded As:-
East: Rasta 18 Ft. Wide West: Plot No. 62 North: Other’s Land South: Plot No. 60
Date: 30/07/2024 Authorised Officer
Place: Agra Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited

Registered Office- Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval,
Gujarat-362266 Branch Office- Unit No. 710 A | 7th Floor |

Corporate Park | B-109 | Sanjay Place | Agra -282002.

Sahitya Akademi invites books for Yuva Puraskar
2025 from publishers and young Indian writers of
age 35 and below as on 1st January 2025 in all the
24 languages recognized by Sahitya Akademi.
The award carries a cash component of Rs. 50,000/-
The books along with the attested copy of the
Date of Birth certificate must be submitted latest
by 31 August 2024. Books without the attested
date of birth certificate will not be accepted.
For details about the award please refer to the
Yuva Puraskar Rules, available on our website at
www.sahitya-akademi.gov.in.

Sd/-
(Secretary)

Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi
CBC 09104/12/0002/2425

SAHITYA AKADEMI

Engagement of Consultants in CSIR-IGIB, Delhi- 07
Advt. No. IGIB-01/2024/Consultant

CSIR- Institute of Genomics and Intergrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB)
located in Delhi is inviting applications from eligible retired employees
of CSIR/Central Auonomous bodies/ Central Government/PSUs for
engagement as Consultants in CSIR-IGIB, Delhi-07 on short-term
contract basis. The advertisemt are in the field of F&A, Works and
Engineering Services, IT/Server related services. The full advertisemt
along with the qualification criterion and application procedure can be
found on www.igib.res.in. Interested candidates can visit the official
website of CSIR-IGIB for further details.

CBC 36214/11/0002/2425

ÀfeEÀfAfBÊXAfSX-ªfe³fûd¸fIYe AüSX Àf¸f½fZ°f ªfe½fd½fÄff³f ÀfaÀ±ff³f
CSIR-INSTITUTE OF GENOMICS & INTEGRATIVE BIOLOGY

MALL ROAD, NEAR JUBILEE HALL, DELHI-07

Phone : 27662326, 27667806 / Fax : 011-27662099, 27667471

Sd-
Administrative Officer
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CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)
Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL
CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH
TIS HAZARI COURT : SAI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH
CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

NCR
FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412798, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) : PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9711277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAI MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719
GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)
FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :

ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAV GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,

0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com
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APPOINTS MAHMOOD KHAN ACHAKZAI AS REPRESENTATIVE

IMRANOFFERSCONDITIONALTALKSWITHMILITARY
FORMERPAKPMImranKhanhasofferedtohold“conditionalnegotiations”withthepowerfulmilitary
asheservesayearinjail.Khan, inapostinXonWednesday,saidoneoftheconditionsfortalkswasthat
“cleanandtransparent”electionsbeheldand“bogus”casesagainsthissupportersbedropped.Hesaidhe
hadappointedMahmoodKhanAchakzai,aclosepoliticalally, torepresenthimindiscussions. REUTERS

THE 62-YEAR-OLD WAS A HOUSEHOLD NAME IN BRITAIN FOR OVER TWO DECADES

SAMTOBIN
LONDON, JULY31

FORMER BRITISH TV presenter
Huw Edwards, the long-time
face of the BBC's flagship news
programme, pleaded guilty on
Wednesday to three counts of
making indecent pictures of
children.
Edwards was the BBC's

highest paid journalist and top
news anchor until he quit in
April, following allegations he
had paid a young person thou-
sands of pounds for sexually

explicit photos, something
which is unconnected to the
criminal charges.
The 62-year-old was a

household name in Britain for
more than two decades, an-
nouncing the death of Queen
Elizabeth to the nation in 2022
and leading coverage of elec-
tions, royal weddings and the
2012Olympics.
But he has not been on TV

screens for a year and
Wednesday'scourtappearance,
whichcapsadramatic fall from
grace, was his first in public
since then.

Edwards made his way
through a throng of photogra-
phers and camera crews into
London's Westminster
Magistrates'Court,wherehead-
mittedhavingbeensentseveral
indecent imagesof childrenbe-
tween December 2020 and
August2021.
Asked if he wished to indi-

cate a plea to the three charges,
which related to three different
categories of indecent images,
Edwardssaid: "Guilty".
Judge Paul Goldspring said

Edwardswouldbesentencedon
Sept.16andthat"alloptions",in-

cluding an immediate prison
sentence,wouldbeconsidered.
During the 25-minute hear-

ing, prosecutor Ian Hope said
Edwardshadbeensentatotalof
377 sexually explicit images by
an adultmale onWhatsApp, 41
of whichwere indecent, illegal
imagesof children.
PORNOGRAPHICVIDEOS
Hopesaidsevenofthe41im-

ages were of the most serious
kindandthattwoofthoseseven
were pornographic videos of a
child possibly aged between
sevenandnineyearsold.
The last indecent imagewas

sent toEdwards inAugust2021,
when themanwho sent it said
“themale in the filmwas quite
young-looking and that he has
more imageswhich are illegal”,
Hopesaid.
He added that Edwards told

themale"nottosendhimillegal
images and no more are sent
fromthispoint",thoughthechat
continues and further legal
pornographicimagesweresent.
Edwards'lawyerPhilipEvans

emphasised that the charges to
which his client had indicated
guilty pleas related only to im-
ages that were sent to him via

WhatsApp.
"There is no suggestion in

thiscasethatMrEdwardshasin
anywaymade, inthetraditional
senseof theword,anyimagesin
anyphysicalwayor createdany
imagesof anysort,"Evanssaid.
Edwardsmadenocomment

ashe left thecourtbuilding.
Claire Brinton of Britain's

CrownProsecutionServicesaid
inastatement:“Accessinginde-
centimagesofunderagepeople
perpetuatesthesexualexploita-
tionofchildren,whichhasdeep,
long-lasting trauma on these
victims.” REUTERS

Former BBC top news anchor pleads guilty to indecent child pictures charges

HuwEdwardsarrivesataLondonCourtonWednesday.AP

CAMPAIGNSTILLSILENTONV-PNOMINEE

Harris to hold 1st
rally with running
mate next week
in Philadelphia

VicePresidentKamalaHarrisarrives foracampaignrally in
AtlantaonTuesday.AP

REIDJ.EPSTEIN
WSHINGTON, JULY31

VICEPRESIDENTKamalaHarris
will hold her first rallywith her
runningmate next Tuesday in
Philadelphia, the first stop in a
four-day tour of the battle-
ground states next week, her
campaignsaidonTuesdaynight.
Harris’s campaign insisted

that the travel schedule did not
meananythingaboutwhomshe
might select as her vice-presi-
dential nominee,
though one con-
tender, Gov. Josh
Shapiro of
Pennsylvania,was
raised in the
Philadelphia sub-
urbs.
Philadelphia is

also the biggest
city in the largest
battlegroundstate,
andhappenstobe
within an easy train ride from
bothNewYorkandWashington,
the homebases formuchof the
nationalnewsmedia.
After the Tuesday rally in

Philadelphia,Harrisandherrun-
ningmate will onWednesday
begin a circuit with stops in
western Wisconsin; Detroit;
Raleigh, N.C.; Savannah, Ga.;

Phoenix;andLasVegas,thecam-
paignsaid.
The second stop inwestern

Wisconsin is within the
Minneapolis televisionmarket,
wherevotershave longbeenfa-
miliar with Gov. Tim Walz of
Minnesota, who is also consid-
ered one ofMs. Harris’s leading
options fora runningmate.
The travel schedule released

by the campaign suggests that
Ms. Harris will name her run-
ning mate no later than next
Tuesday, earlier than the dead-

line on Aug. 7
that her cam-
paign set last
weektohavethe
vice-presidential
nominee in
place. Reuters
was first to re-
portthatshewas
scheduled to
campaign with
her running
matenextweek.

While the vice president’s
teambeganthesearchforarun-
ning mate by seeking vetting
materials from a dozen people,
just fivearesaidtoremaininse-
rious consideration: Shapiro;
Walz; Senator Mark Kelly of
Arizona; Gov. Andy Beshear of
Kentucky;andPeteButtigieg,the
transportationsecretary. NYT

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

REUTERS
DHAKA, JULY31

POLICE INBangladesh fired tear
gas and lobbed sound grenades
onWednesday to scatter pro-
testersmarchingtodemonstrate
against violence that killed at
least150peoplethismonthdur-
ingstudent-ledagitationagainst
job reservations.
Police said they had to use

forcewhen protesters in Sylhet
broke through barricades to
head for thecourts.
“We requested the protest-

ers tomove from the road, but
theydidn't listenandinsteadat-
tacked the police, forcing us to
dispersethemwithteargasand
stun grenades,” said regional
deputy commissioner Azbahar
Ali Sheikh.
Dhaka, the capital, and the

southernportcityofChittagong
were among several places
where police and protesters
scuffled,domesticmedia said.

The number of casualties
was not immediately clear,
thoughmediareportedsomein-
juries and detentions.
Wednesday’s“MarchforJustice”
was called by the Students
Against Discrimination group
that was at the forefront of
protestsagainstquotas.
Although the students had

agreedtocalloff theirprotestaf-
tertheSupremeCourtscrapped
most quotas on July 21, they
turnedoutagaintodemonstrate
against the deaths, arrests, and
governmentintimidationinthis
month’sviolence.
International rights groups

havecondemnedcloseto10,000
arrestsoverthepasttwoweeks.
Atanevent inDhaka,Hasina

saidBangladeshhadappealedto
the United Nations and various
internationalbodies forhelp.
“We seek their assistance in

conducting a proper investiga-
tion and ensuring punishment
for those responsible,” she
added.

Police fire teargas as
protesters return to
Bangladesh streets

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MOSCOW,JULY31

THE RUSSIAN military on
Wednesdaybegana third round
of drills with tactical nuclear
weapons, part of the Kremlin's
messaging to force theWest to
limititssupportforUkraine.
TheRussianDefenceMinistry

saidthedrillswill featureunitsof
thecentralandsouthernmilitary
districts armed with Iskander
short-rangemissiles. Theywill
practice receiving nuclear

weapons from storage and de-
ployingthemtolaunchareas.The

maneuverswill also include air
forceunitsthatwillarmtheirwar-
planeswithnuclearweaponsand
performpatrolflights.
Meanwhile,Ukraine'sairforce

saidonWednesdayitrepelledone
ofRussia’slargestdroneattacksof
thewarovernight,shootingdown
all89droneslaunchedatKyivand
other areas. The attackprimarily
targetedKyiv and the surround-
ingregionwhereauthoritiessaid
more than 40droneswere shot
down.Anair raidalert remained
inplacemostof thenight.

WITHREUTERSINPUTS

MOSTSENIORMILITIALEADERTOHAVEBEENKILLEDSINCESTARTOFWAR INGAZA

Focused,highqualityandcontained: Israel’sDefenceMinisterpraises forceswhocarriedoutBeirutattack

(Clockwise fromleft)Abuilding inBeirutdamagedinanIsraeli strikeonTuesday;LebanesearmyinBeirutafteran Israeli
strikeonTuesday.Reuters; ageneral strike inWestBankafterHaniyeh’skilling,onWednesday.Reuters&AP
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WHILEHANIYEHwas
nominallyHamas’spoliti-
calchief,hisinfluencewas
morelimitedthatthetitle
suggested.YahyaSinwar,
itsmilitaryleader,wielded
adecisivevetoonany
cease-fireproposaldueto
hiscontrolontheground
intheenclave,according
toUSandIsraeliofficials.A
numberofHamasleaders,
includingSinwar,areseen
asmoreradicalthan
Haniyeh,whowasarela-
tivelypragmaticcounter-
point.Hisdeath“will
makeacease-firemuch
moredifficulttoachieve,”
said HughLovatt,asenior
policyfellowatthe
EuropeanCouncilon
ForeignRelations.

All eyes on
YahyaSinwar

REUTERS
BEIRUT, JULY31

THEBODYofHezbollahmilitary
commanderFuadShukrhasbeen
found in rubble in the southern
suburbs of the Lebanese capital
Beirut, two security sources told
ReutersonWednesday.
Hezbollah had confirmed

earlyWednesdayitsseniorcom-
mander Shukr had been in a
building inthesouthernsuburbs
ofBeirutwhenitwastargetedby
anIsraelistrike.Israelimilitaryan-
nouncedlateTuesdayithadkilled
Shukr,whomitblamedforanat-
tack that left a dozenyoungsters
deadinGolanHeights.
Hezbollahhasdeniedany in-

volvement in Saturday's attack.
Israeli Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant said Shukr “thebloodof
our people has a price, and that
there is noplaceout of reach for
ourforcestothisend”.
Aseniorsecuritysourcefrom

another country in the region
confirmedShukrhaddiedof his
wounds.Atleasttwowomenand
two children were also killed,
medicalandsecuritysourcessaid.
HezbollahonWednesdaysaid

Israel had attacked a residential
building inthesouthernsuburbs
of Beirut, a stronghold for the
group,andthat“anumberofciti-
zens”hadbeenkilledandothers
wounded.ItsaidShukr“waspres-
entinthisbuildingatthetime”but
that the groupwas still awaiting
definitiveresultsonhisfate.Shukr
was an adviser to Hezbollah
leaderSayyedHassanNasrallah.
Hisapparentkillingmarksthe

most senior Hezbollah com-
mander to have been killed in
nearly10monthsofexchangesof
fire between the Israel and
Hezbollah, takingplace inparal-
lelwiththewarinGaza.
Meanwhile,DefenceMinister

YoavGallant saidonWednesday
that Israel is not seeking to esca-
latewarbut is preparing tohan-
dle all scenarios,while praising
forceswho carriedout an attack
in Beirut overnight. During his
visit, Gallant spokewith officers
regardingIsrael'skillingofthetop
commander inHezbollah,who
Israelsayswasresponsibleforan
attackSaturdayinGolanHeights.
“The performance (last)

nightinBeirutwasfocused,high
quality and contained," Gallant
said, according to a statement
fromhis office. “We don't want
war,butwearepreparing forall
possibilities,andthatmeansyou
must be prepared as needed,
andwewill do our job at all the
levelsaboveyou,”hesaid.

Hezbollah top commander Shukr killed
in Israeli strike on Beirut, body found

People takecoverduringa
droneattack inKharkivon
Wednesday.Reuters

Russian military begins third
round of tactical nuclear drills

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIRUT, JULY31

ISMAIL HANIYEH, Hamas'
supreme leader in exile who
landedonIsrael'shitlistafterthe
militantgroupstageditssurprise
October 7 attacks, was killed in
anairstrikeintheIraniancapital
earlyWednesday.Hewas62.
Hamas said Haniyeh was

killed at his residence in Tehran
inan Israeli airstrikeafterheat-
tended the swearing-in cere-
mony of Iran's new president.
Israelhasnotcommentedonthe
accusation.
Haniyeh’s deathmakes him

the latest Hamas official to be
killedbyIsraelsincetheHamas-
ledOctober7attacks.
While Hamas’ Gaza leader

YahyaSinwar isbelievedtohave
been themastermind of the at-
tacks, Haniyeh, seen as amore
moderateforceinHamas,lauded
them as a humiliating blow to
Israel’sauraof invincibility.

“The Al-Aqsa flood was an
earthquake that struck theheart
oftheZionistentityandhasmade
majorchangesattheworldlevel,”
Haniyeh said in a speech in Iran
during the funeralof late Iranian
PresidentEbrahimRaisi inMay.
Haniyehwas also under the

eyeoftheInternationalCriminal

Court, whose chief prosecutor
sought arrest warrants against
himandtwootherHamas lead-
ers, Sinwar and Mohammed
Deif, forwar crimes and crimes
against humanity. Similar re-
quests were issued for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
NetanyahuandDefenceMinister

YoavGallant.
Haniyeh lived in self-im-

posed exile in Qatar since 2019
and the threats against him did
notpreventhimfromtravelling.
HisroleinHamasleadership

alsocosthimhisclosestrelatives.
In April, an Israeli airstrike in
Gaza killed three of Haniyeh's
sons. Hamas said four of the
leader'sgrandchildrenwerealso
killed as well as his sister in a
separate strike lastmonth.
Haniyeh, who was born in

Gaza'surbanShatirefugeecamp,
joined Hamas when it was
foundedin1987.Heservedasan
aidtoAhmadYassin,thegroup's
founder, and rose throughout
theyearsuntilhebecameitstop
political leader in2017.
Hani Masri, a veteran

Palestinian analyst who met
Haniyeh several times, said the
late leader's personality was a
natural fit for the head of the
group'spoliticalbureauinDoha.
Hedescribedhimashavingbeen
sociableandwell spoken.

IsmailHaniyehatIranPresidentMasoudPezeshkian’s
swearing-ininTehranonTuesday.Reuters

Tough-talking face of Hamas, Haniyeh
had been on Israel’s hit list since Oct 7

No talks on new
political chief
now, says Hamas
Beirut:Hamas has a history of
swift and smooth replacement
of fallen leaders killed in Israeli
airstrikes. But after Ismail
Haniyeh’sassassinationinIran’s
capital, “we are not discussing
thismatter now,” a Hamas offi-
cial tells The Associated Press
whenaskedabout theprocess.
The group’s Shura council,

the main consultative body, is
expectedtomeetsoon,likelyaf-
terHaniyeh’sfuneral inQatar,to
nameanewsuccessor.
OneexpertonPalestinianor-

ganizations says the choice is
likelybetweenKhaledMashaal,
aveteranHamasofficialandfor-
merleader,andKhalilal-Hayyah,
apowerful figurewithinHamas
whowasclose toHaniyeh.
Hamas’ new political leader

will have to decide onwhether
to continue themilitary option,
and become essentially a guer-
rilla andundergroundgroup, or
choosealeaderthatcanofferpo-
litical compromises. That’s an
unlikelyoptionat this stage. AP

Stabbings in UK’s Southport spur
violence, police brace for escalation
REUTERS
SOUTHPORT, JULY31

POLICEAREprepared for further
trouble in the English seaside
townof Southport after violent
clashes followed the deaths of
three young girls in a frenzied
knife attack at a dance class, the
area’stopofficersaidWednesday.
A17-year-oldmalewasinpo-

licecustodyonsuspicionofmur-
der and attemptedmurder after
thebloody rampageonMonday
ata“TaylorSwiftyogaanddance

workshop”, a summer vacation
event for children aged 6 to 11.

Morethan50officerssufferedin-
juries in disturbances in
SouthportonTuesdaynightthat
tookplaceafterfalseinformation
was spreadon socialmedia that
thesuspectbehindthestabbings
the day before was a radical
Islamistmigrant.
“Just to reassure thecommu-

nitiesofSouthport,whoIamsure
are reallyworried about 'arewe
goingtoseethisagaintonight?' -
weareabsolutelyplanningforthis
evening and for the weekend
ahead,”saidSerenaKennedy,chief
constableofMerseysidePolice.

Peopleattendavigil for the
victimsof theknifeattack in
SouthportonTuesday.Reuters
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CROSSWORD5431

ARIES (Mar21-Apr20)
Inpersonal
relationships the
physicaldimension
will be important,

and inbusiness itwill be the
cashaccount.Youshould
thinkverycarefullyabouthow
social activitiesmay impinge
onprofessionalworkand
publicduties, andviceversa.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
The truth lies in the
details andeven
small changesand
developments

couldmakeyoumorepractical
andrealistic aboutbusiness
affairs. If youstill feel that
life’s anuphill struggle,wait
until nextweek,whenyou
aredue foranother shot
of celestial energy.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Onechallenging
aspectnowstresses
the relationship
betweenyourown

personalmoneyon theone
hand, and joint financeson the
other. If youactnowyoucan
avert apossibleproblemor
disagreement.Don’t sit
aroundwhileyourworld
falls topieces.

CANCER(June22- July23)
It feels as if somuch
that’shappenedhas
been influencedby
circumstancesover

whichyouhavehad littleor
nocontrol. But thenyou
will eventually find it easier
tounderstandwhat is
happening.Youwill also
realise that agreatdealhas
been toyouradvantage.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youmaypayall the
attention that is
required tohome
and familymatters,

anddon’t letothers, especially
close relations, pull thewool
overyoureyes!Friendsmay
havegoodadvice toofferona
romanticpredicament.
Perhapsanolderpersonmay
beable tohelpyoumost.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
It’s time to think. In
factyoumust
ponder long,hard
anddeeponall

those seriousquestions that
pre-occupyyou.Thesimple
reason is that thedoor is about
tobeopenedonasignificant
romanticbreakthrough. It’s
not somuchamatterof
falling in loveasof broadening
yourhorizons.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It’snecessary to
haveamajorgoal,
otherwiseyou’ll
drift aimlessly. The

plainandsimple fact today is
thatyour life’s task is to sort
outyour financial situation!
That’spartlybecauseyou
don’twant tobedependent
onpeoplewhomightnot
shareyourdreams.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youhavea fair
indication thatyou
can takea few
emotional risks and

putyour footdownathome,
butalso thatyoushould
exerciseyouremotional
healingpowers, helpinga
friendor relative inneed.A
good turn todaywill be repaid
in full -when the time is right.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Youknowwell
enough thatyou
have tocutyour
coat according to

yourcloth, andyourattitude
tomoney is soon tobecome
verymuchmoreshrewdand
calculating,whichmustbea
good thing.Consult olderor
wiser friends, by theway,
andmake full useof
their experience.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
As far as loveaffairs
are concerned, you
shouldbeaware
thatpassiondoesn’t

comeeasily. Thebest
relationshipsare thosebased
onshared interests. Imean,
whatyoureallyneedat the
moment is companionship
rather than rawpassion.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Youmaydevoteas
muchenergyas is
required to
achievingyour

professional goals, and realise
thatenthusiasmisas
importantasyourgraspof the
factsorpreviousexperience.
Success lies inhaving the right
attitude!Putyour ideasacross
as convincinglyasyoucan.

PISCES (Feb20-Mar20)
Just exactlywhereyouwant to

liveandwhoyou
want to livewith
hasbeengivingyou
a fewsleepless

nights. Rationallyyouknow
it’s straightforward, but
unconsciously it’shighly
complex!There isplenty to
getonwithathomeandnotof
all it canbe left toothers.
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius S
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Given beloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake properwords andmove
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.
Somedays you’re a __, somedays you’re a ____. - PriceCobb (3,.,10)

SOLUTION:NISEI,UNCLE,HIDDEN,BOWLEG
Answer:Somedaysyou'reabug,somedaysyou’reawindshield.-PriceCobb

NEIIS EINDDH

CELNU ELOBGW

SolutionsCrossword5430Across:1Rumpus,4Ascribes,9Ageing,10Truelove,12
Sang,13Aries,14Curt,17Disinfectant,20Baconandeggs,23Laud,24Umber,25Etna,
28Goatherd,29Skates,30Thoughts,31PatronDown:1Rhapsody,2Meekness,3Urns,
5Streettrader,6Reel,7Brogue,8Sheets,11Orderofmerit,15Ontap,16Snide,18
Agitator,19Assassin,21Slight,22Rubato,26Thug,27Skua

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1Recovering fromthe
hardestpartof asteeplechase
(7,4)
9Excludedfrom
participationwithoutachance
(3,2,2)
10 Inert formof chemicalof
growing importance(5)
11Painter involved inyoga(4)
12 In theautumnbootout
this (8)
14Mincepie to includea
drug(6)
16Openthebrandywiththe
gameandgetdrunk(6)
18 Its contentsgotopot (3,5)
19Concept that’s less than
perfect (4)
22Fastandquiet in
attack (5)
23Smoulderinganger? (7)
24Publicannouncementsof
secret rites (6,5)

DOWN
2Arecordnumberof runners in
the field (5)
3You’dexpect toseehiminthe
heightof fashion(4)
4Peoplegoing intoan
assembly (6)
5Newlayernot in floridstyle (8)
6Competitor,presumablynotan
outsider (7)
7 It’shelpful tocarryouta
successful revolution(2,1,4,4)
8Whatdeadmendoonbeing
heldupby informers (4,2,5)
13Takeanattitudeover
somethingthat’sbeneathyou(8)
15Havingtrouble, sooff toSpain
(2,1,4)
17Nowadays theopening is
loose (6)
20Studydirectionsaltogether
stupid(5)
21Cliff sometimes leftby
accident (4)

GOVT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,

WATER RESOURCES ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

'e' Procurement Notice No. CEMKS 02 of 2024-25

1 Name of the work :- Protection to scoured bank on Nuna Karandia
right embankment from village Bahakandia
to Dhiasahi.

2 Amount put to Tender :- Rs. 9,27,18,549/-
3 Bid Document Cost :- Rs. 10,000.00 (online)
4 E.M.D :- Rs. 9,27,200/-
5 Class of Contractor :- "A" Class & Special Class
6 Period of Completion :- 12 calendar months
7 Other details are as follows

8 e-mail ID :- celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in

Further details conditions can be seen from the Govt.
website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

OIPR 32252/11/0002/2425

A-194

Sd/-
Chief Engineer & Basin Manager
Mahanadi Kathajodi System

Bhubaneswar

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of Tender
Online for bidding

Date of Opening of
Technical Bid
(Cover-l)

From To

Chief Engineer & BM,
Mahanadi Kathajodi
System, Bhubaneswar

CEMKS MND
01 of 2024-25

03.08.2024
17.00 hrs

19.08.2024
17.30 hrs

20.08.2024
11.00 hrs
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INDIAN English Newspaper 

Deccan Chronicle, 
Economics times, 
Times of India, 
Mirror
Financial Express,
Hans india, 
Indian Express,
New Indian Express NIE
The Hindu, 
Mint, Newspaper 
Business standard,
Business Line
, States Man
, Tribune, Newspaper 
pioneer Newspaper
millennium Post Newspaper
Hitavada Newspaper
The Daily Guardian,
The Telegraph 
Eastern Chronicle
The Goan
First India
Free Press Journal
Mid day English Gujarati
Maharashtra time
And also editorials of all English newspapers.
Etc.....

♨ Also avialble Hindi, Andhra Pradesh language papers
Bengali:   | 
Tamil:  |  
Marathi: 
Kannada 
Mumbai samachar 
Sandesh news paper
gujrati samachar 
The Goan
International Magzine
International Newspaper
Gujrati Marathi newspaper
Urdu Newspaper  
 Telangana kannnada, Malayalam, Tamil Telug

International newspaper

The Economist
The Financial Times
The Observer
The Guardian
The Daily Telegraph
Daily Express
Daily Record
Daily Mirror
Daily Mail
The Globa Mail
The Sun
The Times
The Independent
The Cricket Paper
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
USA Today
The Washington Post
The Washington Times
New York Post
Los Angeles Times
Chicago Tribune
San Francisco Chronicle
The Boston Globe
u Le Monde 
UAE Gulf News 
El País 
 Corriere Della Sera
Pakistan
Aarb News
Qatar - Gulf Times 
Kuwait - Kuwait Times 
Oman - Observer 
UAE - Gulf News

mm

https://t.me/sharewithpride
A l l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  M a g a z i n e s  I n d i a n  m a g a z i n e s

A l l  M a g a z i n e  H i n d i  E n g l i s h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e

Y o u  c a n  g e t  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  b y  j o i n i n g  o u r  T e l e g r a m  g r o u p .

h t t p s : / / t . m e / M a g a z i n e _ 8 8 9 0 0 5 0 5 8 2

https://t.me/Backup_8890050582
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/sharewithpride

