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Wildfire surpasses

370,000 acres as heat,
wind and topography
work against efforts to
bring it under control.

By GRACE TOOHEY

As the Park fire marches
into history books — becom-
ing California’s sixth largest
on record — experts say it
still has much life left, with
several challenges hindering
firefighting as the blaze con-
tinues to chew up remote
wilderness at an astonishing
clip.

Burning across mostly
rural areas of Butte and Te-
hama counties, the Park fire
surpassed 370,000 acres
Monday, with a shift in
weather forcing firefighters
toreact tonew hot spots and
unpredictable flare-ups.

“There’s more to be seen
from this fire,” said Don
Hankins, a Chico State Uni-
versity professor of geogra-
phy who has expertise in py-
rogeography and fire man-
agement. “As soon as those
conditions change, [fire
growthis] back on again.”

Almost 5,000 personnel
are now responding to the
wildfire, and they have been
able to secure 12% contain-
ment as of Monday. Much of
the fire’s future, however,
rests with factors beyond
human control: weather and
terrain.

“I definitely see the po-
tential for it to be a much
larger fire,” said Hankins,
whose family has been evac-
uated from their home in
Forest Ranch, northeast of
Chico. Their house hasn’t
been damaged, he said, but
he worries about what this
fire could do — and where it
could reach — if it continues
to burn into the autumn
months, which he said could
happen unless there is a
dramatic change in condi-
tions. He noted it wasn’t un-
til rain hit the deadly Camp
fire in 2018 that it fizzled out.

“The topography and the
landscape there makes it dif-
ficult [for firefighters] to
work in,” Hankins said of the
Park fire, which is burning
throughout the rugged Ishi
Wilderness.

After a weekend of lower
temperatures and increased
humidity, which aided fire
suppression, increased heat
and winds are starting to
again fuel fire activity, offi-
cials said. Last week, the ex-
plosive wildfire more than
doubled in size several times

[See Fire, A5]

Biden ideas for
Supreme Court

The president endorses
term limits, but experts
say a constitutional
amendment would be
needed. NATION, A4

Restaurant gear,
dreams recycled
As the industry ails,
Fred Bush’s company is
doing well buying, re-
storing and reselling
equipment. BUSINESS, A6
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SOLUNA LORA and her children console one another after they unveiled the gravestone this month of 2-year-old Ezekiel Rivera, who
died from a fentanyl overdose. Among the states, California has the most deaths overall from fentanyl, with 6,473 in 2022.

Competing concepts of
oender roles also on ballot

In reframed election, Harris leans hard into her vision of
female empowerment as Trump stresses physical strength

By NOAH BIERMAN

INDIANAPOLIS — Less than
two days after she in effect clinched
the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, Vice President Kamala
Harris was introduced to a crowd of
6,000 Black women, all dressed in
their sorority colors, as “America’s
No.1lady.”

“When I was a United States sen-
ator, I would see this group of power-
ful leaders walk through the halls of
Congress in white and blue,” Harris
said at the national meeting of Zeta
Phi Beta in Indianapolis. “I always
knew I was looking at some of the
most powerful advocates for justice
in America.”

That night, former President
Trump’s rally in Charlotte, N.C., was
full of testosterone as he recalled
“the Hulkster” and Kid Rock speak-
ing at his party convention and the
night he overcame bullets “flying” at
him during this month’s assassina-
tion attempt.

“They said, ‘Sir, we have a
stretcher for you,”” Trump re-
counted. “I said, ‘That’s not going to
lookvery goodifIget carried outona

[See Gender, A5]
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CAST IN BRONZE

American skateboarder Nyjah Huston performs
Monday at the Paris Olympics with an effort that
won him a satisfying bronze medal. SPoRTs, B10

DARRON CUMMINGS Associated Press

stretcher. ” KAMALA HARRIS is introduced to 6,000 Black sorority

sisters as “America’s No.1lady” last week in Indianapolis.

Legal drama embroils
COVID test startup

Innova founder and
former executives are
battling in court over
the Pasadena firm’s
$2 billion in profits.

BY LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

A script forabiopic called
“Overnight Billionaire” re-
counts the extraordinary life
of Charles Huang, a Chinese
villager who overcomes long
odds to educate himself and
become a Hong Kong corpo-

rate analyst.

After immigrating to Los
Angeles, Huang builds a
COVID-testing company
that is key to the United
Kingdom weathering the
pandemic.

The draft concludes on a
high note, with a TV host ac-
knowledging to the now-
fabulously wealthy Huang
that his story is “one in a bil-
lion.”

Reality has beenlessrosy
for the real-life Huang.

After securing a lucrative
testing deal with the British
government, Huang and his
partners have become em-

[See Innova, A7]

Infants,
toddlers
among
fentanyl
victims

In Bakersfield, a
2-year-old died from
acute toxicity from
the drug. His father is
charged with murder.

By MEL1ISSA GOMEZ

BAKERSFIELD — Ezek-
iel Xavier Rivera idolized his
father.

The 2-year-old loved to
follow Raul Rivera around
the house and ride in the car
with him, said Soluna Lora,
Ezekiel’s mother.

On June 3, 2023, Lora left
the little boy with his father
in Bakersfield while she took
his older brother for a hair-
cut. She and Rivera, who
have three children together,
are separated. When she re-
turned to drop Ermias off
too, Lora said, she spotted a
bulge in Rivera’s sock. It was
a roll of cash and what she
said she later learned was a
baggie of drugs.

Shedemanded that Rive-
ra let her take the children
home with her, but he re-
fused. She never saw Ezekiel
alive again.

Two days later, the tod-
dler was dead from acute
fentanyl toxicity; Ermias —
who was 3 — had tested pos-
itive for the drug. Riveranow
faces a first-degree murder
charge in connection with
one son’s death and a felony
count of child cruelty, ac-
cused of exposing his other
son.

“They didn’t only lose
their brother, they lost their
father as well,” Lora said of
Ermias, now 5, and his sister,
EvaRose, 7. “They loved be-
ingwith him. ... Ezekiel loved
[Rivera] so, so much.”

As the fentanyl crisis rav-
ages communities across
the country, toddlers and in-
fants increasingly are be-
coming unsuspecting vic-
tims of an opioid that is 50
times more potent than her-
oin. Adults make up the vast

[See Fentanyl, A10]
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Fighting deep-sea mining of battery metals

California and Hawaii
lead charge against
scraping ocean floor
for cobalt and nickel.

BY SUSANNE RUST

Astheglobal energy tran-
sition stokes demand for
critical minerals, the Inter-
national Seabed Authority
hasbeen meetinginJamaica
to debate the future of deep-
seamining, and whether the
industry can begin scraping
the ocean’s floor for battery
metals.

The discussions come
amid heavy criticism from
environmental groups, who
say the risk of damaging sea
life is too great.

The proceedings are also
occurring without a vote
from U.S. officials, since the
United States hasn’t signed
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea —
the international law that
created the authority.

But that hasn’t stopped
California and several other
states from establishing
their own bans and restric-
tions. It also hasn’t stopped
a group of Democratic law-
makers from calling on Pres-
ident Biden to place a mora-
torium on seabed mining.

“Seabed mining is not
safe and it’s destructive,”
said California Assembly-
member Luz Rivas (D-
North Hollywood), author of
a 2022 law that bans the
practice in state waters. “We
shouldn’t be doing it any-
where, in any ocean, on any
seafloor.”

But mining operations
say the metals they plan to
harvest, such as cobalt and
nickel, will help grow the
green economy and spare
land habitats from disrup-
tion.

“The transition away
from hydrocarbons is like
Day 1, and we’ve got a long
way to go,” said Gerard Bar-
ron, president of the Metals
Co., or TMC, a Canadian
mining company that is
planning to harvest metals
in the Pacific’s Clarion-Clip-
perton Zone — a 4,500-mile
stretch of ocean between
Hawaii and Mexico.

“Ifyou start looking at all
the other transportation
forms and grid storage, and
thenyoulook at the demand
coming from the industrial-
ization of the developing
world, if it ain’t grown, it’s
mined,” he said.

The bounty for such min-

ing operations are poly-
metallic nodules — mineral
spheres that are roughly the
size of a baseball and found
far offshore, thousands of
feet below the ocean’s sur-
face.

Since state waters ex-
tend just three miles off-
shore, restrictions passed by
California, Washington, Or-
egon and Hawaii are largely
toothless.

Still, the bans help send a
message totheinternational
community “that a sizable
and powerful” contingent of
the U.S. population objects
to the practice, said Chris
Lee, a Democrat in the
Hawaii state Senate.

Also,adozen Democratic
lawmakers — including
Reps. Sydney Kamlager-
Dove, Zoe Lofgren and Jared
Huffman of California, Ed
Case of Hawaii and Raul Gri-
jalva of Arizona — have
called on Biden to place a
moratorium on seabed min-
ing in federal waters. They
say too little is known about
the environmental effects to
justify plowing ahead.

Barron and other mining
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advocates insist that deep-
sea extraction causes much
less environmental and so-
cial disruption than mining
onland. He said that you can
either dig on the seafloor, or
“underneath equatorial
rainforests. And that means
that to get access to it, you
need to push out the Indige-
nous peopleliving there. You
need to remove the rainfor-
est, dig away the topsoil to
get to the nickel-bearing ore.
And that’s just the begin-
ning of the impacts, because
thenthereis waste.”

Lee, the Hawaiian law-
maker, said the push to be-
gin mining was premature
and “frustrating,” especially
since battery and magnet
technologies are evolving
toward using more afford-
able and plentiful materials,
such as sodium.

He arguesthere are other
options — including recy-
cling and repair laws — that
would allow for these mate-
rials to be harvested in ways
that don’t involve mining or
destroying ecosystems and
habitats.

It’s why he’s working to
create and support laws
that not only provide incen-
tives for recycling but also
create roadblocks for the
deep-sea mining industry.
In 2023 he helped to pass a
law that “basically gives au-
thorization to our Depart-
ment of Transportation to
block our harbors from use
for any vessels doing any
undersea mining activity,”
he said.

In December, a TMC ship
set to dock at Honolulu Har-
bor was turned away as pro-
testers — native Hawaiians,
navigators and environmen-
talists — gathered to ex-
press their displeasure.

Lee said his law was not
enforced during this event
because the ship turned of
its own accord, but it does
pose a deterrent.

Barron acknowledged

the pushback from state
lawmakers and Hawaiian
natives, and said he’d met
with some of the “elders,”
had “listened to their
thoughts,” but “there’s alot
of niche groups who have a
lot of thoughts, right?”

He noted that his com-
pany is sponsored by the Pa-
cific Island nations of Nauru,
Kiribati and Tonga — “na-
tions that were heavily im-
pacted by climate change ...
and exploited for their natu-
ral resources” — and that
they are looking to benefit
from his company’s industry
“through jobs and royalties
and some economic oppor-
tunities.”

His company required
sponsorship from a sover-
eign nation in order to apply
for a license from the inter-
national governing body to
mine the ocean’s floor.

The Jamaica-based au-
thority is deciding how and
whether to allow deep-sea
mining as a growing number
of nations voice concern.
More than two dozen coun-
tries have called for a ban,
pause or moratorium on
deep-sea mining.

The authority, which is
the global custodian for in-
ternational deep waters, has
granted 31 mining explo-
ration contracts but has not
authorized any exploitation
as the debate continues.
TMC has threatened to ap-
ply for permission before
deep-sea mining rules and
regulations are in place.

Barron said that despite
Lee and others’ worries,
his company is concerned
about the environment and
has sponsored and con-
ducted studies showing its
harvesting activities will
cause only minimal disturb-
ance. He referred a reporter
to work from MIT that
showed the sediment
plumes — or underwater
dust clouds — caused by
mining machinery travel

only a few meters, remaining
relatively localized.

He said the result of driv-
ing over the sea floor with gi-
ant rakes and vacuum clean-
ers really won’t make all that
much of a difference to deep-
sea ocean habitat.

“There are a handful of
different habitat types ... all
of which are ubiquitous,” he
said. “And what we will be
doing is essentially convert-
ing one nodule-rich habitat
into one that doesn’t have as
many nodules. But both of
those habitats are ubiqui-
tous. So it’s simply trans-
forming one into another
and then providing the abil-
ity” for the disturbed habitat
“torecolonize.”

Research has shown that
at the depths where these
nodules are found — be-
tween 9,000 and 12,000 feet
below the surface — the
darkness and pressure
make recolonizing life a very
slow process.

“Life down there just
moves at a much, much
slower pace,” said Douglas
McCauley, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of
Ecology, Evolution, and
Marine Biology at UC Santa
Barbara. “The oldest organ-
ism that we know on the
planet lives in these ecosys-
tems. That’s a black coral.
Some of the specimens that
scientists collected and
dated were effectively born
when people were building
the pyramids.”

Barron said that when
his machines have plowed
through, it has allowed the
ecosystem to “thrive.”

“If you think about the
life down there as measured
in grams per square meter,
there’s around 10 grams of
biomass ... and 80% of that is
bacteria,” he said. “So, if you
are a sessile organism sitting
on a nodule, and we collect
you, then that’s probably the
end oflife. But for the bacter-
ia, you know, what our stud-

CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times

ANDREW K. SWEETMAN, a professor at Heriot-Watt University in Scotland, was among the scientists helping the Metals Co. with its
deep-sea mining research. The practice causes much less environmental and social disruption than mining on land, the firm’s leader says.

ies are proving is that actu-
ally there may be a net pos-
itive impact ... a little bit like
tilling the soil.”

He said their work, which
is not published, shows that
when they went back to test
areas they’d mowed over
12 months before, they found
the biomass was “thriving.”

Asked how they could tell
that the bacteria and other
organisms were thriving, he
said, “They’re there. They’re
alive and ... if they weren’t ...
they’d have a different ap-
pearance.”

MecCauley said he could
not comment on these ob-
servations because the work
hasn’t been published, but
pointed to a variety of organ-
isms that have been discov-
ered at these depths —
“crystalline sponges that
look like something out of
Tiffany’s brochure; ghost
white ‘Casper’ octopus that
have more hits on YouTube
than I ever will, and gummy
squirrels.”

He emphasized also that
there is still little known
about how animals, such as
beaked whales and squid,
use this ecosystem.

“The impacts that keep
me up at night in ocean min-
ing are those associated
with the mining wastewater
plumes that would be cre-
ated in the middle of the
sea,” he said. “Gigantic,
moving plumes that could
smother the Pacific’s best
tuna fishing grounds, the
planet’s largest daily migra-
tion of life from the deep to
the surface across the
ocean’s twilight zone, a re-
gion that contains the most
abundant vertebrate life on
the planet, and is traversed
by whales, sea turtles and gi-
ant squid.”

And he said, research
shows deep-sea mining
“may become theloudest ac-
tivity everin the ocean and a
massive source of noise
pollution.”

North Korea seeks drugs for Kim’s
obesity-related issues, Seoul says

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEOUL — North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un has
regained weight and ap-
pears to have obesity-re-
lated health problems such
as high blood pressure and
diabetes, and his officials are
looking for new medicines
abroad to treat them, South
Korea’s spy agency told law-
makers Monday.

The 40-year-old Kim,
known for his heavy drinking
and smoking, comes from a
family with a history of heart
problems. Both his father
and grandfather, who ruled
North Korea before he took
powerin 2011, died of heart is-
sues.

Some observers said
Kim, who is about 5 feet 8
and previously weighed 308
pounds, appeared to have
lost a large amount of
weight in 2021, probably

from changing his diet. But
recent state media coverage
shows he has regained the
weight.

On Monday, the National
Intelligence Service, South
Korea’s main spy agency,
told lawmakers in a closed-
door briefing that Kim is
estimated to weigh about
308 pounds again and be-
longs to a high-risk group for
heart disease, according to
Lee Seong-kweun, one of the
lawmakers.

Lee said the NIS told law-
makers that Kim has shown
symptoms of high blood
pressure and diabetes since
his early 30s.

Another lawmaker, Park
Sun-won, said the NIS be-
lieves Kim’s obesity is linked
to his drinking, smoking
and stress.

Lee and Park quoted the
NIS as saying it obtained
intelligence that North Ko-
rean officials have been

trying to get medicines
abroad for Kim’s suspected
high blood pressure and dia-
betes.

North Korea is one of the
world’s most secretive coun-
tries, and there is virtually
no way for outsiders to
know Kim’s exact health
conditions. The NIS also has
a spotty record in confirm-
ing developments in North
Korea.

Kim’s health is the focus
of keen attention outside
North Korea because he
hasn’t formally anointed a
successor who would take
charge of the country’s ad-
vancing nuclear arsenal
targeting the United States
and its allies if he were inca-
pacitated.

The NIS in its Monday
briefing also maintained
its assessment that Kim’s
preteen daughter, report-
edly named Kim Ju Ae, is
probably bolstering her

status as her father’s heir
apparent. But the South
Koean spy agency said it
cannot rule out the possibil-
ity that she could be re-
placed by one of her siblings
because she has not been
officially designated as her
father’s successor.

Speculation about Kim
Ju Ae, who is about 10, flared
as she has accompanied
her father on high-profile
public events starting in
late 2022.

State media called her
Kim Jong Un’s “most
beloved” or “respected”
child and churned out
video and photos proving
her rising political standing
and closeness with her
father.

The NIS told lawmakers
that at least 60% of Kim
Ju Ae’s public activities
have involved attending
military events with her fa-
ther.
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[sraeli army investigates alleged detainee abuse

Nine soldiers are held
for questioning over
the treatment of a
Palestinian prisoner.

By SaAM McNEIL
AND SAMY MAGDY

SDE TEIMAN BASE, Is-
rael — The Israeli military
said Monday that it was
holding nine soldiers for
questioning after allega-
tions of “substantial abuse”
of a detainee at a shadowy
facility where Israel has
held Palestinian prisoners
throughout the war in Gaza.

The military did not dis-
close additional details sur-
rounding the alleged abuse,
saying only that its top legal
official had launched an in-
quiry. An investigation by
the Associated Press and re-
ports by rights groups have
exposed abysmal conditions
at the Sde Teiman facility,
the country’s largest deten-
tion center.

A report by the United
Nations agency for Palestin-
ian refugees, UNRWA, earli-
er this year said that detain-
ees alleged they were sub-
jected to maltreatment and
abuse while in Israeli cus-
tody, without specifying the
facility.

The military has general-
ly denied mistreating de-
tainees. After the accusa-
tions of harsh treatment
that prompted a court case,
Israel said it was transfer-
ring the bulk of Palestinian
detainees out of Sde Teiman
and upgrading it.

Israeli media reported
that military police officers
who arrived at Sde Teiman
in southern Israel to detain
the soldiers were met with

TSAFRIR ABAYOV Associated Press

SOLDIERS gather at the gate of the Sde Teiman military base in southern Israel, the country’s largest deten-
tion center. Israel’s military has been holding Palestinian prisoners at the facility throughout the war in Gaza.

protests and scuffles. Later,
dozens of protesters who
had come to show support
for the soldiers burst
through the facility’s gate,
waving Israeli flags and
chanting “shame.” The mili-
tary said it was working to
clear the protesters.

Israel has detained thou-
sands of Palestinians since
the Oct. 7 Hamas attack
that sparked the war in
Gaza, according to official
figures, though hundreds
were released after the mili-
tary determined that they

were not affiliated with
Hamas. Israeli human
rights groups say the major-
ity of detainees have at some
point passed through Sde
Teiman.

The Public Committee
Against Torture in Israel
said it welcomed the mili-
tary’s investigation but said
its claims are of systemic
abuse at the facility and not
just one case.

Israel has long been ac-
cused of failing to hold its
soldiers accountable for
crimes committed against

Maduro declared winner in
disputed Venezuela election

The results shock
opposition supporters
who thought they had
a landslide victory.

By JosHUA GOODMAN
AND REGINA
GARciA CANO

CARACAS, Venezuela —
Venezuelan President
Nicolds Maduro was for-
mally declared the winner of
his country’s disputed presi-
dential election Monday, a
day after the political oppo-
sition and the entrenched
incumbent both claimed vic-
toryin the contest.

The National Electoral
Council, which is loyal to
Maduro’s ruling party, an-
nounced his victory, hand-
ing him a third six-year term
as the leader of an economy
recovering from collapse
and a population desperate
for change. The ministers of
defense, communications,
technology and the head of
the National Assembly were
among those in attendance
who applauded.

“We have never been
moved by hatred. On the
contrary, we have always
been victims of the power-
ful,” Maduro said in the na-
tionally televised ceremony.
“An attempt is being made
to impose a coup d’etat in
Venezuela again of a fascist
and counterrevolutionary
nature.”

“We already know this
movie, and this time, there
will be no kind of weakness,”
he added, saying that Vene-
zuela’s “law will be re-
spected.”

There was no immediate
comment from the opposi-
tion, which had vowed to de-
fend its votes.

As Maduro spoke, dem-
onstrators began to gather
at a few points in Caracas,
the capital, and some at-
tempted to block freeways.

Officials delayed the re-
lease of detailed vote tallies
from Sunday’s election after
proclaiming Maduro the
winner with 51% of the
vote, compared with 44% for
retired diplomat Edmundo
Gonzédlez. The competing
claims set up a high-stakes
standoff.

“Venezuelans and the en-
tire world know what hap-
pened,” Gonzalez said. But
he and his allies asked sup-
porters to remain calm and
called on the government to
avoid stoking conflict.

Several foreign govern-
ments, including the U.S.
and the European Union,
held off recognizing the elec-
tionresults.

After failing to oust
Maduro during three rounds
of demonstrations since
2014, the opposition put its
faith in the ballot box. The
elections were among the
most peaceful in recent
memory, reflecting hopes
that Venezuela could avoid
bloodshed and end 25 years
of single-party rule.

The country sits atop the
world’s largest oil reserves
and once boasted Latin
America’s most advanced
economy. But after Maduro
took the helm, it tumbled
into a free fall marked by
plummeting oil prices, wide-
spread shortages of basic
goods and hyperinflation of
130,000%.

U.S. oil sanctions sought
to force Maduro from power
after his 2018 reelection,
which dozens of countries
condemned as illegitimate.
But the sanctions only accel-
erated the exodus of about
7.7 million Venezuelans who
have fled their crisis-
stricken nation.

The opposition’s call for
calm partly reflected protest
fatigue among voters, who
polls show are in no rush to
upend theirlives by takingto
the streets as they have pre-
viously.

Voterslined up as early as
Saturday evening to cast
ballots, boosting the opposi-
tion’s hopes it was about to
break Maduro’s grip on

power.
The official results came
as a shock to many

who had celebrated, online
and outside a few voting
centers, what they believed
was a landslide victory for
Gonzalez.

“I’'m so happy,” said Mer-
ling Fernandez, a 31-year-old
bank employee, as a repre-
sentative for the opposition
campaign walked out of a
voting center in a working-
class neighborhood of Cara-
cas to announce results
showing Gongzdlez with
more than double Maduro’s
vote count.

Dozens of people stand-
ing nearby erupted in an im-
prompturendition of the na-
tional anthem.

“Thisisthe path toward a
new Venezuela,” added Fer-
nandez, holding back tears.
“We are all tired of this yoke.”

Gabriel Boric, the leftist
leader of Chile, called the re-
sults “difficult to believe,”

while U.S. Secretary of State
Antony J. Blinken said
Washington had “serious
concerns” that the an-
nounced tally did not reflect
the actual votes or the will of
the people.

The U.S.-based Carter
Center called on Venezuelan
authorities to immediately
publish the tallies of 30,000
individual voting machines.
The center in Atlanta sent a
small group to Venezuela for
the election.

Opposition leader Maria
Corina Machado said the
margin of Gonzalez’s victory
was “overwhelming,” based
on tallies the campaign re-
ceived from representatives
stationed at about 40% of
ballot boxes.

Authorities postponed
releasing the results from
each of the 30,000 polling
booths nationwide, promis-
ing to do so only in the “com-
ing hours.” The delay ham-
pered attempts to verify the
results.

Gonzalez was the unlike-
liest of opposition standard-
bearers. The T74-year-old
was unknown until he was
tapped in April as a last-
minute stand-in for opposi-
tion powerhouse Machado,
who was blocked by the
Maduro-controlled
Supreme Court from run-
ning for any office for 15
years.

The delay in announcing
a winner — which came
six hours after polls were
supposed to close — indi-
cated a deep debate in the
government about how to
proceed after Maduro’s op-
ponents came out early in
the evening all but claiming
victory.

Authorities set Sunday’s
election to coincide with
what would have been the
70th birthday of former
President Hugo Chavez, the
revered leftist firebrand who
died of cancerin 2013, leaving
his Bolivarian revolution in
the hands of Maduro. But
Maduro and his United So-
cialist Party of Venezuela,
which controls all branches
of government, are more un-
popular than ever among
many voters who blame his
policies for crushingly low
wages that spurred hunger,
crippled the oil industry and
separated families as people
fled the country.

Goodman and Garcia Cano
write for the Associated
Press. AP writer Fabiola
Sénchez contributed to this
report.

Palestinians. The allega-
tions have intensified during
the war in Gaza. Israel says
its forces act within military
and international law and
says it independently inves-
tigates any alleged abuses.

The detentions of sol-
diers prompted an outcry
among members of Israel’s
far-right government, who
called the investigation into
their conduct an affront to
their service.

“Our soldiers are not
criminals and this despica-
ble pursuit of our soldiers is
unacceptable to me,” Yuli
Edelstein, a veteran law-
maker from Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
Likud Party, wrote on the so-
cial media platform X.

The detentions came as
international mediators are
trying to get Hamas and Is-
rael to agree to a cease-fire
deal that would wind down

the war in Gaza and free the
remaining hostages held
there.

Officials from Egypt and
Hamas said Monday that
mediators were still working
to smooth out sticking
points.

The officials, who have di-
rect knowledge of the nego-
tiations, said the con-
tentious points include Isra-
eli demands to maintain a
presence in a strip of land on
the Gaza-Egypt border
known as the Philadelphi
corridor, as well as along a
highway separating Gaza’s
south and north.

Both officials spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t author-
ized to discuss the sensitive
talks with the media.

They said Israel refuses
to leave the area between
Egypt and Gaza during the
cease-fire. They said Israel

has linked its forces’ depar-
ture from the border corri-
dor to installing under-
ground sensors and an
underground wall to moni-
tor any future efforts by
Hamas to build tunnels or
smuggle weapons.

Officials in Israel did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

Israel says Hamas uses
tunnels that pass under the
corridor to smuggle weap-
ons, although Egypt denies
the allegation and says it de-
stroyed many in an earlier
crackdown.

Israel’s military seized
control of the Philadelphi
corridor in early May along
with the Rafah crossing be-
tween Egypt and Gaza when
it began its invasion of the
city of Rafah.

The Egyptian official said
no agreement has been
reached on the corridor and
the reopening of Rafah, add-
ing that direct negotiations
between Egypt and Israel
were continuing.

The Hamas official,
meanwhile, rejected Israel’s
demands, including its de-
sire to maintain Israeli
troops along the highway
halving Gaza, which is
meant to vet Palestiniansre-
turning to their homes in
northern Gaza and weed out
any militants. The Hamas
official said the group will
hand its written response to

mediators Qatar and Egypt
inthe coming days.
Both officials said

Hamas still wants written
guarantees from mediators
that negotiations will con-
tinue during the first phase
of the cease-fire to establish
apermanent truce.

CIA Director William
Burns, Qatari Prime Min-
ister Mohammed bin Abd-
ulrahman al Thani and
Egypt’s head of intelligence
Abbas Kamel met Sunday
with Mossad chief David
Barnea in Rome to discuss
Israel’slatest demands.

Associated Press writers
McNeil and Magdy reported
from Sde Teiman base and
Cairo, respectively.
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Congress seen as means to Supreme Court reform

President backs term
limits. Constitutional
amendment would be
required, experts say.

By DAVID G. SAVAGE

WASHINGTON — Term
limits for Supreme Court
justices are a popular idea,
but would require amending
the Constitution and would
be unlikely to affect the cur-
rent justices, legal scholars
say.

On Monday, President
Biden endorsed term limits
as one of “three bold reforms
torestore trust and account-
ability” in the court.

Biden also called for a
constitutional amendment
to say former presidents
have no immunity from
criminal charges for their ac-
tions in the White House,
which would reverse the
Supreme Court’s decision in
early July.

And he endorsed a “bind-
ing code of conduct” that ap-
plies to the Supreme Court
justices.

Biden was less clear on
how term limits could be-
come law and whether they
would apply only to new jus-
tices or instead force older
justices into retirement.

“I support a system in
which the president would
appoint a justice every two
years to spend 18 years in ac-
tive service on the Supreme
Court,” Biden said Monday
in an op-ed in the Washing-
ton Post.

Legal experts say such a
shift could be implemented
only through a constitu-
tional amendment.

“I strongly support 18-
year term limits for Supreme
Court justices, but I believe
that this would require a
constitutional amendment,
especially if applied to cur-

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE Associated Press

POLLS FIND most Americans back the idea of limiting the terms of Supreme Court justices, shown in 2022.
But it takes the support of two-thirds of Congress and three-quarters of the states to amend the Constitution.

rent justices,” said UC
Berkeley Law School Dean
Erwin Chemerinsky.

Polls show that most
Americans support the idea
of limiting the terms of
Supreme Court justices.Itis
particularly popular with
many Democrats and pro-
gressives, who seek to limit
the power of the court’s cur-
rent 6-3 conservative major-
ity.

But amending the Con-
stitution requires the sup-
port of two-thirds of the
House and Senate and
three-quarters of the states.

An Associated Press poll
last summer found that 67%
of Americans supported the
idea of fixed terms for

Supreme Court justices
rather than the current life
terms. This included 82% of
Democrats and 57% of Re-
publicans.

The Constitution says
judges and justices, once ap-
pointed, “hold their offices
during good behavior,”
which was understood then
and ever since to mean they
had lifetime terms.

Democrats in the House
and Senate have proposed
bills that would set an 18-
year term for Supreme
Court justices and would
push the olderjusticesintoa
semi-retired “senior status”
after 18 years on the court. If
enacted now, it would push
aside three conservatives:

Justices Clarence Thomas
and Samuel A. Alito Jr. and
Chief Justice John G. Rob-
ertsJr.

But the bills have no
chance of moving forward in
this Congress, and they
would face a stiff constitu-
tional challenge if they were
enacted in the next Con-
gress.

Georgetown law profes-
sor Steve Vladeck wrote that
Biden’s “belated push for
unattainable (and ineffec-
tive) reforms only drives
home the opportunities he’s
missed to change the na-
tional conversation about
the Supreme Court.... These
reforms have no chance of
being adopted, and even if

they’re adopted, they’re un-
likely to be effective anytime
soon.”

When Biden took office in
2021, he was under pressure
to do something about the
conservative court that had
three new Trump appoint-
ees.

He appointed a presi-
dential commission to study
the matter and issue a re-
port, but nothing further
was done.

“For most of American
history, members of Con-
gress have assumed that
the only constitutional way
to achieve term limits for
Supreme Court Justices
is through constitutional
amendment,” the report

[owa bans most abortions after 6 weeks

Providers have said
they will continue to
operate in compliance
with state’s new law.

By HANNAH FINGERHUT

DES MOINES — Iowa’s
strict abortion law went into
effect Monday, immediately
prohibiting most abortions
after about six weeks of
pregnancy, before many
women know they are preg-
nant.

Iowa’s Republican lead-
ers have been seeking the
law for years and gained mo-
mentum after the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned
Roe vs. Wade in 2022. The
Iowa Supreme Court also is-
sued a ruling that year say-
ing there was no constitu-
tional right to abortion in
the state.

“There is no right more
sacred than life,” Republi-
can Gov. Kim Reynolds said
in June. “I'm glad that the
Iowa Supreme Court hasup-
held the will of the people of
Iowa.”

Now, across the country,
four states ban abortions af-
ter about six weeks of preg-

nancy, and 14 states have
near-total bans at all stages
of pregnancy.

ThelawinIowaand other
restrictions across the coun-
try will be a focus of the 2024
election, with Republicans
celebrating their successes
and Democrats criticizing
them as an attack on wom-
en’s rights. Vice President
Kamala Harris, who is the
front-runner to be the
Democratic presidential no-
minee, has said reproduc-
tive rights are at stake this
November.

Her campaign released a
video Monday to draw atten-
tiontotheissue asIowa’slaw
becomes enforceable.

“What we need to do is
vote,” Harris said. “When I
am president of the United
States, Iwill signintolawthe
protections for reproductive
freedom.”

Iowa’s abortion pro-
viders have been fighting the
new law while still preparing
for it, shoring up abortion
access in neighboring states
and drawing on the lessons
learned where bans went
into effect more swiftly.

They have said they will
continue to operate in Iowa
in compliance with the new
law, but Sarah Traxler,

Planned Parenthood North
Central States’ chief medi-
cal officer, called it a “devas-
tating and dark” moment in
state history.

The Iowa law was passed
by the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature in a special session
last year, but a legal chal-
lenge was immediately filed
by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Iowa, Planned
Parenthood North Central
States and the Emma Gold-
man Clinic. The law was in
effect for just a few days be-
fore a district judge tempo-
rarily blocked it, a decision
Reynolds appealed to the
state’s high court.

The Iowa  Supreme
Court’s 4-3 ruling in June re-
iterated that there is no con-
stitutional right to an abor-
tion in the state and ordered
the hold be lifted. A district
court judge last week said
the hold would be lifted
Monday morning.

Marjorie Dannenfelser,
president of Susan B. An-
thony Pro-Life America,
called it a “historic day for
Iowa.”

The law prohibits abor-
tions after cardiac activity
can be detected, which is
roughly at six weeks. There
are limited exceptions in

cases of rape, incest, fetal
abnormality or when the life
of the woman is in danger.
Previously, abortion in Iowa
was legal up to 20 weeks of
pregnancy.

The state’s medical
board defined standards of
practice for adhering to the
law this year, though the
rules do not outline disci-
plinary action or how the
board would determine non-
compliance.

Three abortion clinics in
two Iowa cities offer in-per-
son abortion procedures
and will continue to do so be-
fore cardiac activity is de-
tected, according to repre-
sentatives from Planned
Parenthood and Emma
Goldman.

A law based on cardiac
activity is “tricky,” said
Traxler, of Planned Parent-
hood. Since six weeks is ap-
proximate, “we don’t neces-
sarily have plans to cut peo-
ple off at a certain gesta-
tional age,” she said.

For over a year, the re-
gion’s Planned Parenthood
also has been making invest-
ments within and outside
Iowa to prepare for the re-
strictions. Like in other re-
gions, it has dedicated staff
to work the phones, helping

people find appointments,
connect with other pro-
viders, arrange travel plans
or financial assistance.

It also is remodeling its
center in Omabha, just over
the state line in Nebraska,
and newly offers medication
abortion in Mankato, Minn.,
about an hour’s drive from
Iowa.

But providers fear the
drastic change in access will
exacerbate health inequal-
ities for Iowa’s women of col-
or and residents from low-
income households.

Across the country, the
status of abortion has
changed constantly since
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Dobbs vs. Jackson
Women’s Health Organiza-
tion, with trigger laws im-
mediately going into effect,
states passing new restric-
tions or expansions of ac-
cess, and court battles
putting those on hold.

In states with restric-
tions, the main abortion op-
tions are getting pills via
telehealth or underground
networks and traveling,
vastly driving up demand in
states with more access.

Fingerhut writes for the
Associated Press.

2 ex-FBI oftficials settle lawsuits with Justice Dept.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Two
former FBI officials have set-
tled lawsuits with the Jus-
tice Department, resolving
claims that their privacy
rights were violated when
the department leaked to
the news media text mes-
sages that they had sent
each other that disparaged
former President Trump.

Peter Strzok, a former
top counterintelligence
agent who played a crucial
role in the investigation of
Russian election interfer-
ence in 2016, on Friday set-
tled his case for $1.2 million.
Lisa Page, an FBI lawyer
who exchanged text mes-
sages with Strzok, also
reached a separate settle-
ment. Court records re-
viewed by the Associated
Press show she is to be paid
$800,000.

The two had sued the

Justice Department over a
2017 episode in which offi-
cials shared copies with re-
porters of text messages
that they had sent each
other, including ones that
described Trump as an “idi-
ot” and a “loathsome hu-
man” and that called the
prospect of a Trump victory
“terrifying.”

Strzok, who also investi-
gated former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton’s use of
a private email server, was
fired after the text messages
came tolight. Pageresigned.
They alleged that depart-
ment officials leaked the
texts to promote a false nar-
rative of anti-Trump bias
within the FBI and to elevate
the department’s status
with Trump after his relent-
less attacks on then-Atty.
Gen. Jeff Sessions.

Justice Department in-
spector general reports ex-
amining the handling of the
Clinton email and Trump-

JACQUELYN MARTIN Associated Press

FORMER FBI lawyer Lisa Page, left, and ex-FBI
agent Peter Strzok sued over leaked text messages.

Russia investigations did
not find evidence that parti-
san bias within the FBI in-
fluenced investigative deci-
sions.

Trump attacked Strzok
and Page foryears, including
during his presidency, call-
ing them out by name at ral-

lies and on social media.
Strzok has also sued the
department over his termi-
nation, alleging that the FBI
caved to “unrelenting pres-
sure” from Trump when it
fired him and that his 1st
Amendment rights were vio-
lated. Those constitutional

claims remain pending.

“This outcome is a criti-
cal step forward in address-
ing the government’s unfair
and highly politicized treat-
ment of Pete,” Strzok’s law-
yer, Aitan Goelman, saidina
statement Friday announc-
ing the settlement.

A spokesman for the Jus-
tice Department declined to
comment Friday.

“While I have been vindi-
cated by this result, my fer-
vent hope remains that our
institutions of justice will ne-
ver again play politics with
the lives of their employees,”
Page said in a statement.

Her attorneys said in a
statement that “the evi-
dence was overwhelming
that the release of text mes-
sages to the press in Decem-
ber 2017 was for partisan po-
litical purposes and was
against the law.”

Los Angeles Times staff
contributed to this report.

said. “Starting as early as
1807, and continuing to the
present, more than two hun-
dred proposals have been in-
troduced in Congress to
amend the Constitution to
establish term limits for
Supreme Court Justices or
for federal judges more gen-
erally.”

None were adopted. The
first bill proposing to set
term limits was introduced
in 2020, the report noted.

Chemerinsky said set-
ting term limits by law
“would be particularly prob-
lematic if applied to current
justices because they were
appointed and confirmed
with the clear understand-
ing that they were lifetime
appointments.

“However, if term limits
don’t apply to the current
justices, they won’t make a
difference for along time.”

He noted that six of
the current justices are
under age 70, and conserva-
tive Justices Brett M. Ka-
vanaugh, Neil M. Gorsuch
and Amy Coney Barrett are
likely to serve for 20 years
ormore.

FBI will
Interview
Trump in
shooting
Inquiry

WASHINGTON — For-
mer President Trump has
agreed to be interviewed by
the FBI as part of an investi-
gation into his attempted
assassination in Pennsylva-
nia this month, a special
agent said Monday in dis-
closing how the gunman be-
fore the shooting had re-
searched mass attacks and
explosive devices.

The expected interview
with the 2024 GOP presi-
dential nominee is part of
the FBI’s standard protocol
of speaking with victims
during the course of its crim-
inal investigations. The FBI
said Friday that Trump was
struck by a bullet or a frag-
ment of one during the
July 13 shooting attack at a
campaign rally in Butler, Pa.

“We want to get his per-
spective on what he ob-
served,” said Kevin Rojek,
the special agent in charge of
the FBI's Pittsburgh field of-
fice. “It is a standard victim
interview like we would do
for any other victim of crime,
under any other circum-
stances.”

Through roughly 450 in-
terviews, the FBI has
fleshed out a portrait of the
gunman, Thomas Matthew
Crooks, as a “highly intelli-
gent” but reclusive 20-year-
old whose primary social cir-
cle was his family and who
maintained few friends and
acquaintances throughout
hislife, Rojek said.

The FBI has not uncov-
ered a motive as to why he
chose to target Trump, but
investigators believe the
shooting was the result of ex-
tensive planning, including
the purchase in recent
months of chemical precur-
sors that investigators be-
lieve were used to create the
explosive devices found in
his car and his home and the
use of a drone about 200
yards from the rally site in
the hours before the event.

In addition, Rojek said,
Crooks looked online for
information about mass
shootings, improvised ex-
plosive  devices, power
plants and the attempted
assassination in May of Slo-
vakia’s populist prime min-
ister, Robert Fico.

The FBI has said that on
July 6, the day Crooks regis-
tered to attend the Trump
rally, he Googled: “How far
away was Oswald from Ken-
nedy?” That’s a reference to
Lee Harvey Oswald, who
shot and Killed President
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.

Crooks’ parents have
been “extremely coopera-
tive” with investigators, Ro-
jek said, and the extensive
planning that preceded the
shooting was done online.
The parents have said they
had no knowledge of Crooks’
plans, and investigators
have no reason to doubt
that, the FBI said.
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Park fire is state’s sixth largest on record

[Fire, from Ail]

in a matter of hours and pro-
duced fire whirls, or “firena-
dos,” asit grew.

“As the week progresses,
temperatures are expected
torise,” said Sergio Arellano,
a Park fire spokesperson. “It
will make fire behavior, obvi-
ously, increase due to the
high heat — it’s going to dry
out the fuels more — plus
we’re expecting some light
winds.

“Wind is always our ene-
my,” headded. Winds, as well
as thick smoke, can ground
helicopters, which have be-
come Kkey in battling the
flames throughout the re-
mote terrain.

Highs Monday were ex-
pected to reach into the low
90s, and southwest winds
were expected to hit 20 mph
in some upper elevations,
Arellano said, with warming

expected to continue
through the week.
The blaze ignited

Wednesday afternoon in
what authorities say was an
act of arson, when a man
pushed a burning car into a
gully near Chico. The fire
quickly ballooned into the
state’s largest of the year.

More than 26,000 people
have since been ordered to
evacuate across Butte, Te-
hama and Shasta counties,
Arellano said Monday, and
many more are under evacu-
ation warnings, including in
western Plumas County.

At least 109 structures
have been destroyed and
4,200 are threatened, ac-
cording to the California De-
partment of Forestry and
Fire Protection. The fire’s
eastern edge remains a ma-
jor concern, with flames
jumping across Highway 32
and Highway 36 to the north.

Asthe weather started to
clear Sunday afternoon, it
got hotter and drier, pushing
away the smoke and cloud
cover, allowing the fire to
breathe, Mark Bunton, the
operations section chief for
the Park fire’s unified com-
mand, said at a morning up-
date.

“With that, we ended up
with ... a number of areas
that gave us challenges,”
Bunton said.

He said some areas saw
spot fires — blazes set off by
sparks jumping beyond the
fire’s perimeter — spread
over more than 100 acres, but
crews are working to estab-
lish and hold containment
lines, despite the challeng-
ing conditions. He said
much of the fire’s western
edge is almost impossible to
reach with ground equip-
ment, requiring “very labori-

Nic COURY Associated Press

A FIREFIGHTER monitors a burn operation on Highway 32 to combat the Park fire near Forest Ranch in Butte County on Sunday.

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

LAGUNA BEACH firefighter Brian Adams keeps an eye Sunday on part of the
Borel fire in Kern County in and around Sequoia National Forest.

ous work and time consum-
ing” hand crews to lead the
firefight.

Lassen Volcanic National

Park, in southern Shasta
County, has been closed and
evacuated, with park offi-
cials concerned the fire will

reachitshistoricdistrict and
headquarters in Mineral,
which escaped the wrath of
the Dixie fire in 2021, the na-

tional park said in a state-
ment. Its staff has been as-
sisting with evacuations and
“serambling to save historic
artifacts stored in the 1927
Loomis Museum.”

The Park fire is far from
the only concern across Cali-
fornia, with crews respond-
ing to more than 22 wildfires
statewide.

The Borel fire in Kern
County continues to burn in
and around Sequoia Na-
tional Forest, growing to
53,010 acres Monday morn-
ing, according to federal
officials.

Already the blaze has left
a path of destruction, with
significant structure loss in
the historic mining town of
Havilah and concern about
more damage, given the
area’s red flag warning — an
alert for dangerous fire
weather — through Monday
night.

Several nearby commu-
nities are under evacuation
orders and warnings, and
much of the national forest
and federal lands have been
closed.

“Moderate to rapid fire
spread will continue to move

to the east and north, poten-
tially impacting structures
and infrastructure in Bod-
fish, Moreland Mill, and
French Meadow areas,” fed-
eral officials said in a Mon-
dayupdate. “Fire may exhib-
it very high rates of spread,
high intensity and difficulty
of control.”

The Borel fire is now be-
ing managed with two other
fires in Kern and Tulare
counties, previously referred
toasthe SQF Lightninginci-
dent. The other fires are the
Trout fire, which has burned
23,369 acres and is 33% con-
tained, and the Long fire,
which has burned 9,204
acres and is 95% contained,
accordingtofederal officials.

“The summer is far from
over, so staying prepared is
crucial,” Cal Fire wrote on
social media.

The historic nature of the
Park fire “underscores the
urgent need for wildfire pre-
paredness. ... Have your go
bag packed and know two
evacuation routes. Stay in-
formed by signing up for
emergency alerts, stay pre-
pared, and help protect our
communities.”

With Harris in

the race,

notions

about gender
roles are on ballot

[Gender, from Al]

Just over a week into a
reframed general election, it
is clear that the race be-
tween Trump and Harris is
not just between a man and
awoman, but about compet-
ing notions of gender roles.

Trump has built his im-
age on hyper-masculinity
from an era where men
sought to present them-
selves as physically strong
and might dismiss allega-
tions of sexual assault by
claiming “she’s not my type,”
as he did before losing a civil
case against E. Jean Carroll.
Professional wrestler Hulk
Hogan and Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship Presi-
dent Dana White lauded
Trump’s toughness as they
introduced his convention
speech.

Harris has achieved a
number of firsts in an age
when women could redefine
power in feminine clothes,
while adding issues such as
maternal health and repro-
ductive rights to the na-
tional agenda. She has made
her mark in the Biden ad-
ministration by leading the
fight to restore abortion
rights and has continued to
push that message during
campaign appearances.

In a historical coinci-
dence, Trump not only faced
off against the first woman
to lead a presidential ticket,
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, but is now
also facing off against the
second.

Clinton embraced the
role of glass ceiling breaker
in 2016 but ultimately lost to

Trump, who had no qualms
about physically blocking
her out during a debate.
Harris is eager to erase that
history and taunted Trump
by accusing him of “back-
pedaling” after he declined
to agree to a Sept. 10 debate
that had been scheduled
with President Biden.

Trump sounded annoyed
with the excitement around
Harris as he sought to di-
minish her during a rally
Wednesday by casting heras
alightweight liberal.

“Putinlaughed at herlike
she was nothing,” he said of
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, whom Trump has
often praised.

“I’ve never seen a turn-
around like this,” he added,
blaming the media for the
hype. “Three weeks ago,
four weeks ago she was the
worst politician in America.
Now they say: ‘Isn’t it amaz-
ing? Look at her. She’s so
beautiful.” ”

The size of the divide be-
tween male and female vot-
ers will probably determine
the election. Trump beat
Clinton among men — 52%
to 41% — while Clinton won
the women’s vote — 54% to
39% — in 2016. Clinton won
the popular vote, but
Trump’s edge with blue-col-
lar men helped him defeat
Clinton by small margins in
several swing states, where
she was not able to make up
enough ground with college-
educated women.

The candidates narrow-
ed the gender gap in 2020,
with Biden winning women’s
votes 55% to 44% and Trump

winning men’s votes 50% to
48%, according to post-
election analyses by the Pew
Research Center.

A New York Times/Siena
College poll released Thurs-
day shows Harris within a
percentage point of Trump
among likely voters, carry-
ing women by 15 points but
losing men to Trump by 16
points. The wider margins
are closer, but not identical,
tothe 2016 election. The elec-
torate has also changed:
Women outnumbered men
in the college-educated
workforce for the first time
in 2019, and continued to do
so through the COVID-19
pandemic, according to Pew.

Sen. Laphonza Butler, a
Democrat from Los Angeles
and a longtime political ally
to Harris, cautioned against
comparing Harris’ cam-

paign to Clinton’s or defin-
ing the election by gender,
arguing that Harris is build-
ing a broad coalition that in-
cludes Black women, Lati-
nas and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, as well as men.

“We are where we are in
2024, not 2016,” said Butler,
who led the women’s politi-
cal group Emily’s List before
being appointed to the Sen-
atelast year.

The 2022 Dobbs decision
overturning abortion rights
affects both men and wom-
en, as did the pandemic,
Butler said.

“We have seen our chil-
dren struggle to recover,
which impacts mothers and
fathers,” she said. “And so to
make a gender story — or to
try to somehow, I think, min-
imize the totality of what it’s
going to [take to] win this

election —evenifit’s going to
be close, is not telling the
whole story.”

That hasn’t stopped Har-
ris from leaning hard into
her vision of female empow-
erment. Her first official
campaign video launched
Thursday used the Beyoncé
power anthem “Freedom,”
which she also plays at cam-
paign events. In the video
and speeches, Harris has
put “freedom to make deci-
sions about your own body”
at the center of her message,
along with gun violence,
healthcare, child poverty
and Trump’s legal problems.

“In this moment, we are
in a fight for our most funda-
mental freedoms,” she said
at an American Federation
of Teachers convention in
Houston. “And to this room
ofleaders, I say: Bring it on.”

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times
KID ROCK performs during the Republican National Convention on July 18 in Milwaukee, where former
President Trump spoke about overcoming bullets “flying” at him during this month’s assassination attempt.

Harris’ message so far
seems especially resonant
with women, who have filled
online events. Rochelle Allen
said Harris is “our only hope
right now” as she waited for
her to speak in Houston.

But the 74-year-old from
Detroit, who teaches at
Wayne State University, is
also worried and would have
preferred that Biden stay in
the race. She came of age
when women were taught to
put menfirst and allow them
to lead, even in her church
where she now serves as a
pastor, she said.

“There are some people
who just won’t vote for a fe-
male to be the leader. That’s
backwards thinking, but it is
the truth,” she said. “That’s
why it’'s really important
that everybody else get out
tovote.”
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He runs the failed-restaurant
oraveyard, tends to the ghosts

Fred Bush deals in used kitchen gear. Sellers abound as industry ails.

By DANIEL MILLER

Fred Bush cut across the failing
pizzeria and headed behind the
counter where a hulking oven idled in
the pre-lunchtime gloom. He opened
its door and peered inside.

“That is the stone where you put
the pizza,” he explained. “You want to
check to make sure the stones aren’t
broken.”

As Bush inspected the Inland Em-
pire restaurant’s equipment — a
mixer, meat slicer and more — the
owner explained why he planned to
close the pizzeria.

Like so many other Southland
restaurateurs who’ve struggled in re-
cent years, his business had been
bludgeoned by an array of issues: De-
livery service commissions cut into
revenue, diners were spending less,
good employees departed for better-
paying jobs, and the landlord of the
outdoor shopping center where he’d
operated since 2019 wouldn’t renegoti-
ate thelease.

The man, who asked that he and
his restaurant not be identified over
privacy concerns, said he was working
seven days a week, handling every-
thing from cooking to deliveries, but
was not turning a profit.

“Thisisverynormal,” Bush told the
owner. “You ... just realize, ‘No matter
what I do, I'm not going to make mon-
ey.”

The proprietor was grateful Bush
understood.

“Tough business, really tough,” he
intoned on his way out.

A restaurant closure is almost uni-
versally seen as bad news. But not nec-
essarily from Bush’s vantage point.
That’s because he deals in used equip-
ment and furniture, buying stoves,
sinks, shelves and thelike from owners
who’ve thrown in the towel. His Co-
rona-based Fred Bush & Associates
meticulously restores the items and
sells them at steep discounts from the
original retail prices. Recent clients
include Cobi’s in Santa Monica, Ca’
Del Sole in Toluca Lake, and the
Brentwood Italian spots Toscana and
Divino. He’s also worked with chains
including Starbucks and Rubio’s
Coastal Grill.

These days, the drought settling
over the restaurant landscape is, in a
way, a boon for Bush: His 26,000-
square-foot showroom brims with
merchandise.

“We literally get a call a day from a
restaurant that is closing,” said Bush,
76, adding that he’s running out of
space at his warehouse. “I never turn
down anything good.”

Bush, who’s been in the trade for
40-plus years, prefers to focus on the
positive ashe goes through pained vis-
its with owners of cratering eateries:
The wares that he buys and later sells
help people pursue their entrepre-
neurial dreams.

“It’s a tough business because
you’re catching people at their lowest
—but you'rein it to make money,” said
Kevin Lanouette of KL Kitchen Sup-
plies, a Canyon Lake, Calif.-based
supplier of new restaurant equip-
ment. “[Bush’s] bedside manner has
got to be good. It’s not something I
would look forward to.”

Bush said that when he meets with
proprietors, they often are in a good
mood, pleased that their ordeal is
nearingits end. And he takes pleasure
in that part of the job. But the Inland
Empire pizzaiolo hadn’t seemed at
ease. Still, Bush was adamant that the
man would soon find peace. Bush ulti-
mately offered $4,500 for the bulk of his
equipment, about 30 items in all.

He estimated the wares had cost
the owner at least $75,000. Once they
were restored, Bush would list them at
prices totaling about $15,000.

As of mid-July the man hadn’t ac-
cepted, Bush said, and no one was an-
swering the phone at the pizzeria.

‘Pretty much brand new’

Bush’s business is a key cog in the
Southern California restaurant indus-
try: People working in the space said
they knew of no other used equipment
dealer on his level.

He grew up in West L.A. and got
into the business in 1976, working with

a partner to buy secondhand restau-
rant equipment at auction and resell
it. But the partnership was rocky, and
he struck out on his own in 1982.

Two years later, Bush was tapped
by the organizers of the Olympic
Games in L.A. to remove five tempo-
rary kitchens that had been built
across the region to feed the athletes
who were competing. He purchased
the equipment and was able to quickly
resell it, owing in part to its pristine
condition.

“Everything was two weeks old,”
Bush said.

Not everything that passes
through his warehouse doors arrives
so clean. In fact, much of the gear is
filthy. But Bush takes pride in refin-
ishing wares so that they look “pretty
much brand new.”

Many items are sold for less than
half their retail price and come with a
30-day warranty. Bush, for example,
recently listed a Montague Co. con-
vection oven for $9,500 — far below its
original price of roughly $21,000. He
said he’d paid about $2,500 for it.

On a recent tour of his company’s
facility, Bush pointed out the booth
where equipment is repainted, and a
sheet metal shop where stainless steel
parts are fabricated. All items are dis-
assembled, cleaned and rebuilt as
needed. A Hobart mixer that was
ready to be delivered to a customer
shined next to arow of the same model
that had yet to be repaired. They were
coated in grease and grime.

“We totally recondition every-
thing,” Bush said.

Joaquin Caldera, vice president of
Fred Bush & Associates, has worked
for the company since 1991 and is a big
reason it is able to bring almost any
piece of ragged gear back to life, Bush
said. The walls of Caldera’s office are
covered in dozens of clear baggies
filled with the parts of equipment on
which he commonly works, a testa-
ment to Bush’s boast that Caldera
“canrepair anything.”

George Qualls, operations man-
ager for a barbecue restaurant com-
pany, recently worked with Bush to
outfit a handful of locations of the
chainin San Diego County.

But the first time Qualls saw the
sorry state of the equipment taken in
by Bush — specifically a grubby char-
broiler — he was shocked.

“He showed it to me, and gave me a
price, and I said, ‘Fred, really?’”
Qualls recalled. “And he said, ‘No, no,
it’s not going to look like that.” I went
back four days later, and it looked like
a brand-new piece of equipment. It
was really crazy.”

Qualls bought the charbroiler for
$550 — about a quarter of what it
would have cost new.

Devoted to diners

Bush lives and breathes restau-
rants: He invests in them and is
friends with proprietors.

He said he’s even furnished his two
grown children’s homes with used
restaurant furniture. They benefited,
he said, when Starbucks was closing
stores about a decade ago and needed
tounload armchairs, coffee tables and
sofas.

“My kids would want to see what

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times
“WE LITERALLY get a call a day from a restaurant that is closing,”
said Fred Bush, shown in his company’s Corona warehouse in June.

we got from Starbucks and put it in
their houses,” he said. “Most of the
stuff... was [like] new.”

Bush is often on the road, looking
in on places that are shutting down so
that he can assess their equipment.
Helogs heavy miles: During a two-day
span in June, he went from Upland to
Brentwood to Lake Forest. Some of
the visits are purely happy ones:
Bush also buys equipment when
restaurants are remodeling or ex-
panding.

Still, heregularly tours troubled es-
tablishments — and sometimes be-
fore their plans to shutter have been
announced. As such, he may know the
fate of a restaurant ahead of its em-
ployees or the public.

Indeed, Bush said that days before
the Rubio’s chain announced in June
that it was closing 48 restaurants in
California, he had visited one location
at the company’s behest to make a
survey of what equipment he would
buy.

He now has some of the chain’s
chairs for sale. They’re available for
$20 apiece.

A dream in a down market

During the visit to Bush’s Corona
showroom, a handful of prospective
customers perused neat aisles of
mostly stainless steel equipment
gleaming under florescent lights: re-
frigerators, convection ovens, steam
kettles, fryers, griddles, blast freezers,
ice machines, stoves, broilers, mixers,
coffee makers, dishware, utensils, ta-
bles, chairs and more.

Bush pointed out an enormous
piece of decorative wood that he’d
purchased from a Japanese restau-
rant in South Coast Plaza. He’d been
having trouble selling it. “It probably
weighs 500 pounds,” he said.

Then he ran into Sam Harris, co-
owner of Sherman’s Deli & Bakery in
Palm Springs. He’d recently bought
an ice machine from Bush and had
come back to check out ovens.

“I always come in here and leave
with something,” Harris said.

In a tough economy, repeat cus-
tomers — especially those with exist-
ingeateries — are key. Though the cur-
rent climate for restaurants has
helped Bush build hisinventory, it also
means that there are fewer new
restaurants opening. And that means
lower sales.

Lanouette of KL Kitchen Supplies,
whose clients have included Re-
publique and the Hotel Bel-Air, said
that when projects he’s working on
call for used equipment, he sources it
from Bush. And in today’s economy,
when expediency is key, refurbished
wares often fit the bill.

“Timesbeingwhat theyare...it’sall
about getting the doors open and
putting money back into [a restaura-
teur’s] pocket,” Lanouette said.
Bush’s merchandise is “very helpful to
alot of my clients who don’t have deep
pockets but have a dream.”

There will always be people chas-
ing that dream of opening a restau-
rant. Bush believes it’s innate in some
people —they just want to feed others.

“They’ve gotta keep trying,” he
said. “And, ultimately, we all have to
eat.”

SpaceX to move
splashdowns back
to California coast

BY LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

SpaceX’s Dragon space-
craft will take a new route
home beginning next year
after the company an-
nounced it will move its
splashdownsback to the wa-
ters off California.

Long Beach Mayor Rex
Richardson said Sunday on
X that the city’s port would
be the new home for
SpaceX’s recovery opera-
tions.

“Excited to share a Space
Beach update! Long Beach
will be the new home to
@SpaceX’s Dragon recovery
vessel as their West Coast
Recovery Operations team
based out of the @portof-
longbeach will welcome
back both @NASA and
other private astronauts
who are returning to Earth
from orbit and beyond,”
Richardson wrote.

The announcement
came just a few weeks after
SpaceX founder Elon Musk
announced he is moving the
headquarters of the
Hawthorne-based SpaceX
and the San Francisco-
based X, the social media
platform formerly known as
Twitter, to Texas — citing
several criticisms he has of
California.

Moving the splashdown
sites from off the Florida
coast to California was nec-
essary to address concerns
over debris from the Dragon
that has crashed to Earth on

previous missions.
The Dragon, which has
carried astronauts and

cargo into space on more

than three dozen flights
since 2012, has two main sec-
tions: the capsule that
carries people and cargo,
and an expendable part
called the trunk.

In 2019, SpaceX moved
the Dragon’s splashdowns
from the West Coast to Flor-
ida, a move that allowed
“teams to unpack and deliv-
er critical cargo to NASA
teams in Florida more effi-
ciently and transport crews
more quickly to Kennedy
Space Center,” the company
said in a statement on its
website.

As part of that move, the
company developed a new
way of dealing with the
trunk, detaching it from the
capsule while it was still in
orbit. Engineers calculated
that the trunk would com-
pletely burn up as it fell from
orbit and through the
Earth’satmosphere. Howev-
er, pieces of the trunk have
been found in Australia and
elsewhere, forcing SpaceX
back to the drawing board.

When splashdowns in the
Pacific begin next year, the
trunk will remain attached
to the capsule until after the
spacecraft has left orbit, al-
lowing SpaceX to control its
descent into the ocean away
from land, the company
said.

Phil Larson, a former
SpaceX manager, said it
takes several dozen employ-
ees to handle splashdowns,
so he didn’t expect the re-
turn to West Coast recover-
ies would have a big impact
on local job creation, with
some employees possibly
deciding to remain in Flor-
ida.

Big Lots to close over
50 stores 1n state; its
viability is uncertain

By CAROLINE
PETROW-COHEN

Big Lots, the discount re-
tail chain known for carrying
a wide assortment of goods,
is closing more than 50
stores in California amid
flagging sales that have
thrown the chain’s future
into question.

In a June filing with the
Securities and Exchange
Commission, the company
said it expects to close 35 to
40 stores in 2024. However,
according to closure notices
on individual store websites,
the actual number will be
higher.

Big Lots currently op-
erates 109 stores in Califor-
nia, the second highest in
the country behind Texas.
There are about 1,400 Big
Lots nationwide. The chain
is known for offering an ex-
tensive and somewhat eclec-
tic collection of items at low
prices, including brand-
name goods and discount
products.

“Our customers may be
on a tight budget,” the Big
Lots website says, “or they
may just enjoy our treasure-
hunt atmosphere.”

Big Lots, however, has
been struggling. The com-
pany reported a net loss of
$205 million in the quarter
ending May 4 — similar to
the $206-million loss it
posted for the same period

last year. Net sales of around
$1 Dbillion in the quarter
marked a 10% decrease com-
pared with the same period
lastyear.

Those losses, the rate at
which the company has
spent down cash reserves in
recent years, and gloomy
projections for the future
“raise substantial doubt
about our ability to continue
as a going concern,” the
company wrote in the filing.

Shares of the company
closed Monday at $1.04, a
nearly 87% decline from the
start of the year.

Inflation and rising costs
of goods have put pressure
onretailers as many custom-
ers, especially those on a
tight budget who may be
drawn to discount chains
such as Big Lots, limit their
spending.

This year, California-
based 99 Cents Only Stores
announced the closure of all
371 of its locations, citing in-
flation and changes in con-
sumer demand.

“We missed our sales
goals due largely to a contin-
ued pullback in consumer
spending by our core cus-
tomers, particularly in high
ticket discretionary items,”
Big Lots President Bruce
Thorn said in a statement.
“We remain focused on
managing through the cur-
rent economic cycle by
controlling the control-
lables.”

MARKET ROUNDUP

Stocks drift to a mixed finish ahead of a frenetic week

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — U.S. stock
indexes drifted to a mixed
finish Monday to kick off a
week full of earnings reports
from Wall Street’s most in-
fluential companies and a
Federal Reserve meeting on
interest rates.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 index edged up by 4.44
points, or 0.1%, to 5,463.54,
coming off its first back-to-
back weekly losses since

April. The Dow Jones indus-
trial average slipped 4941
points, or 0.1%, to 40,539.93,
and the Nasdaqg composite
added 12.32 points, or 0.1%, to
close at 17,370.20.

ON Semiconductor
helped lead the market with
ajump of 11.5% after the sup-
plier to the auto and other
industries reported stronger
profit for the spring than
analysts expected.

McDonald’s rose 3.7% de-
spite reporting profit and
revenue for the latest quar-

ter that fell shy of forecasts.
Analysts said the perform-
ance of its U.S. restaurants
wasn’t as bad as some in-
vestors had feared.

They helped offset slides
for oil-and-gas companies
after the price of oil sank
back toward where it was
two months ago. Cono-
coPhillips lost 16% and
Exxon Mobil fell 1% amid
worries about how much
crude China’s faltering econ-
omy will burn.

Several of Wall Street’s

biggest names are set to re-
port their results this week:
Microsoft on Tuesday, Meta
Platforms on Wednesday
and Apple and Amazon on
Thursday.

The Fed will hold its lat-
est policy meeting on inter-
est rates this week, and an
announcement will come
Wednesday.

Treasury yields held rela-
tively steady in the bond
market, and the yield on the
10-year Treasury slipped to
4.17% from 4.19% late Friday.

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 40,539.93 -49.41 -0.12 +7.56
S&P 500 5,463.54 +4.44 +0.08 +14.54
Nasdaq composite 17,370.20 +12.32 +0.07 +15.71
S&P 400 3,069.72 -5.24 -0.17 +10.36
Russell 2000 2,235.33 -24.74 -1.09  +10.27
EuroStoxx 50 4,815.39 -47.11 -0.97 +6.50
Nikkei (Japan) 38,468.63 +801.22 +2.13  +14.95
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 17,238.34 +217.03 +1.27 +1.12

Associated Press
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[Innova, from A1l]

broiled in multiple legal dis-
putes over at least $2 billion
Pasadena-based Innova
Medical Group earned in
profits during the pandemic.

Huang has alleged in civil
lawsuits that two former
executives defrauded In-
nova of more than $100 mil-
lion, which they have denied.
One of those executives ac-
cused Huang of squander-
ing company funds to fi-
nance “alavish lifestyle, half-
cocked business gambles
and luxuries for his friends
and girlfriends,” according
to a Los Angeles County Su-
perior Court lawsuit filed
last year by Robert
Kasprzak. “Huang is a high-
end con artist who claims he
can see the future,” the law-
suit says.

Another lawsuit, filed by
Kening Xu, one of Huang’s
former business associates,
accuses Huang of treating
Innova’s private equity par-
ent as his “personal proper-
ty,” awarding himself and
others more than half its
shares while making “nu-
merous reckless invest-
ments.” Huang has denied
the claims.

The unusually con-
tentious litigation includes
at least 10 state and federal
lawsuits, among them a sex-
ual battery complaint filed
against Huang by a former
employee, which he has de-
nied. Huang also alleges he
was the victim of an extor-
tion plot being prosecuted in
Pasadena that involves a
purported sex tape.

Huangdid not respond to
a detailed list of questions,
but in a statement Innova
disputed the claims.

“These baseless accusa-
tions come from people who
have either engaged in un-
lawful or improper activity,
vastly overstated their con-
tributions to the company,
or claim to be entitled to mil-
lions of dollars they neither
earned nor deserve. The
companies and Dr. Huang
choose to litigate these mat-
ters in the proper venue, a
court of law, when they ex-
pect to be completely vindi-
cated and to see justice
served,” the statement said.

The controversy — a fa-
miliar tale of what can hap-
pen to a startup suddenly
flush with success and mon-
ey —hasrenewed scrutiny of
Innova and its antigen test.
In 2021, the Food and Drug
Administration said the
tests lacked adequate trial
dataand “could present a se-
rious risk to the public
health.” The company later
resolved those issues with
the agency.

The British government
stuck by Innova, citing its
own studies, but questions
have lingered about the
test’s efficacy and how the
business was able to win
such large contracts. An
independent inquiry into
that country’s pandemic re-
sponse is expected to in-
clude the Innova contracts.

“This was an enormous
sum of money that was
spent, and we still don’t
understand how Innova
came to be chosen,” said
barrister Jo Maugham,
founder of the Good Law
Project, a UK. legal advo-

cacy group.

Humble beginnings
in rural China

Huang, 60, grew up in a
poor village outside Wuhan,
China. The oldest son of a
large family, he managed to
gain entrance to Wuhan Uni-
versity and go on to receive
an MBA and a doctorate in
marketing at the University
of Strathclyde in Scotland,
according to a translated in-
terview he gave to ODK Me-
dia, an Asian streaming
service.

He headed to Hong
Kong, where he worked on
and off for more than a dec-
ade as an analyst, including
coveringthe automotive and
pharmaceutical industries.
He boasts on the website of
his Pasaca Capital private
equity firm that he predicted
the Asian financial crisis in
1997.

Huang also partnered
with Yang Rong, the billion-
aire founder of Brilliance
Group, a Chinese vehicle
maker. Yang, also known as
Benjamin Yeung, fled China
in 2002 after getting into a
dispute with a Communist
Party leader, settling in the
upscale San Gabriel Valley
community of Bradbury.

Huang eventually settled
with his family nearby in Ar-
cadia. In 2009, the two men
proposed building a $4-bil-
lion hybrid vehicle plant in
Baldwin County, Ala., but
the project fizzled.

In 2016, Huang formed
Pasaca Capital Inc. to look
for acquisitions, and laterre-
connected with an old busi-
ness associate: Daniel Elli-

[Legal fight renews scrutiny
of Innova, its COVID test
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A WORKER processes an Innova COVID-19 test at Hull University in Britain in 2021. Questions have lingered
about the test’s efficacy and how the Pasadena startup was able to win $5 billion in contracts from Britain.

ott, an entrepreneur and en-
gineer who also had ambi-
tions to make it big.

Elliott, who grew up in
Rancho Dominguez in L.A.
County, forged a career in
battery technology and elec-
tric vehicles. In 2007, he was
invited to the White House,
where he advised President
George W. Bush on electrify-
ing the transportation sec-
tor. Later, he was the chief
executive of a company that
proposed building a
$372-million battery plant in
Kentucky, but the project
ended up in bankruptcy.

Elliott, 52, said Pasaca
was in negotiations to buy
Sandoz, the generic phar-
maceutical business of the
Swiss drug company Novar-
tis, when the pandemic
struck and Huang pitched
anotheridea.

“Charles called me in
January [2020], and said,
‘Hey, do you want to get into
the COVID-testing busi-
ness?’ and I was like, ‘What
the hell do I know about
COVID testing?’ ” Elliott re-
called.

Soon convinced, Elliott
called on an old friend for
help: Kasprzak, an attorney
he had worked with on past
ventures.

A promising
antigen test

Huang incorporated In-
nova Medical Group as a
subsidiary of Pasaca in
March 2020.

Thepartners first tried to
sell off-the-shelf tests that
detect antibodies created by
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that
causes COVID-19.

When that didn’t work,
Elliott said, he called Dr.
Deborah Birx, President
Trump’s coronavirus re-
sponse coordinator. She told
him what were needed were
tests that could detect anti-
gen proteins produced by
the immune response to
COVID that could be done
at home.

Birx said that she doesn’t
recall the conversation but
that at a White House meet-
ing on March4, 2020, she told
a group of pharmaceutical
executives that they needed
to make the tests, with Ab-
bott Laboratories produc-
ing its BinaxNow test by
June.

Innova scoured Asia for
test makers, settling on Xia-
men Biotime Biotechnology
in Xiamen, China. A deal
was reached for the com-
pany to make 1 billion tests,
Elliott said.

Elliott said he called gov-
ernments around the world
and made headway in Brit-
ain, with Innova submitting
tests for evaluation by Oper-
ation Moonshot, a program
in then-Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s administra-
tion that involved mailing
millions of antigen tests to
households.

Innova needed a U.K.
company to submit its appli-
cation and hand-deliver
tests to a government labo-
ratory evaluating drug com-
pany submissions, Elliott
said. Innova reached a deal
with Disruptive Nanotech-
nology Ltd. “I probably was
sleeping two hours a night,”
recalled Elliott, who said he
was constantly on the phone
with government officials
and the prime minister’s of-
fices at 10 Downing St.

Dr. Tim Peto, an Oxford
University scientist who led

BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI Getty Images
DANIEL ELLIOTT, right, with President George W.
Bush in 2007, was Charles Huang’s partner in Innova.

“This was an enormous sum of money
that was spent, and we still don’t
understand how Innova came to be

chosen.’

— Jo MAUGHAM,

founder of the Good Law Project, a U.K. legal advocacy group

the initial government
study, said Innova was cho-
sen after its test “passed the
threshold of performance”
and the company showed it
could supply large quan-
tities. “It wasn’t taken for-
ward because it was clearly
the best of the bunch,” he
said.

On Sept. 17, 2020, the gov-
ernment placed an initial
$138-million order for tests,
with Innova delivering 18
million in 15 days, Elliott
said. The British military
flewto Chinatoreceive them
from Biotime.

In the ODK YouTube vi-
deo, Huang called it his
“proudest moment.” “De-
spite numerous challenges,
we conquered them all,” he
said.

In all, Innova would deliv-
er about 2 billion tests to the
British government, Elliott
said, with the company sign-
ing additional contracts.

The total revenue from
the contracts was at least $5
billion, according to a U.K.
government website, with
Xu claiming in his lawsuit
that profits from the govern-
ment contract topped $2 bil-
lion. Elliott said 178 improve-
ments were made to the test,
with the company selling
themin smaller quantitiesin
about 20 countries, includ-
ing France, Brazil and
Qatar.

The incredible success
was liberating after all the
struggles to raise funds,
Huangtold ODK Media: “We
no longer have to seek mon-
ey from investors, as we are
investors ourselves.”

A financial windfall
for top executives

One of Innova’s early ac-
quisitions, Elliott said, was
MPS Medical, an Orange
County company it wanted
to employ for making anti-
gentestsforthe U.S. market,
which it didn’t pursue. For-
mer British Prime Minister
Tony Blair was hired as a
consultant to assist in ex-
panding business interna-
tionally.

“I thought we were there
to build a legacy company
that my kids could work in,”
Elliott said. “We were buying
other technologies and
other companies.”

Huang leads multiple
businesses, according to a

spokesperson, including
drug distributor Mullan
Pharmaceutical and Nano-
jet Technologies, ahigh-tech
disinfectant company.
Pasaca also operates a jet
charter service.

With his newfound
wealth, Huang displayed re-
markable generosity, buying
Elliott a $110,715 Patek Phil-
ippe watch and giving
Kasprzak a $163,705 Breguet
watch, according to lawsuits
filed last year against the
two men in Nevada by
Pasaca and Innova.

His philanthropic aspira-
tions were even larger. In
September 2021, he gave $70
million to the University of
Strathclyde. An additional
$40 million was donated to
Wuhan University. He was
recognized as Philanthro-
preneur ofthe Yearin 2021 by
the California Assembly.

But Elliott said he was
becoming frustrated with
how the company was being
run and in April 2021 sent a
memo, reviewed by The
Times, to board members
expressing his concerns.

Elliott resigned May 1,
2022, after negotiating a sev-
erance package that in-
cluded $62.5 million in cash
for his Pasaca stock, a Gulf-
stream jet and the forgiv-
eness of $19.5 million in com-
pany loans, according to the
Nevada lawsuit filed against
him. He had previously re-
ceived $63 million in divi-
dends and additional com-
pensation, the lawsuit said.

Kasprzak, Innova’s chief
legal officer, was named the
company’s chief executive,
and it seemed like a good fit.
In the ODK YouTube video,
he praised Huang as a “vi-
sionary.”

The honeymoon didn’t
last long.

Kasprzak in his lawsuit
says he reached an agree-
ment with Huang to buy out
his Pasacashares for at least
$75 million as part of his exit
agreement. However, he al-
leges he was terminated in
September and defamed by
Huang, who said he was tak-
ing over as interim chief exe-
cutive in an companywide
email that stated: “I have
zero tolerance for internal
and external corruption,
racial discrimination, sexual
harassment and all other
bad behaviors.”

An Innova representa-

tive denied the email was de-
famatory, saying Huang was
making only a “statement of
principles” and that section
of the email was not “di-
rected to any person in par-
ticular.”

Allegations
of stolen funds

Huang alleged he had
learned that commissions
he believed were going to
Disruptive Nanotechnology
and Nano LiquiTec, another
Innova intermediary, were
actually stolen by Elliott and
Kasprzak, according to the
Nevada  lawsuits filed
against the men.

The lawsuits accused the
men of setting up a company
in October 2020 called Nano
Holdings — a name they as-
sert was intended to confuse
Huang — to skim 2% of com-
missions from the U.K. test
sales. Atotal of $106 millionis
alleged to have been stolen,
largely through that
scheme.

The lawsuit against Elli-
ott cites messages between
the two men allegedly dis-
cussing the “scheme,” in-
cluding a WhatsApp mes-
sage Elliott sent to Kasprzak
on the day he asked Huang
to sign the Nano Holdings
commission agreement:
“You and I will make $10m
EACH! In our side business
thisyear.”

The messages are pre-
sented out of context, said
Elliott’s attorney, Mark
Holscher. Elliott alleges that
Huang knew and agreed to
the creation of Nano Hold-
ings as a way to increase the
two men’s compensation
without other Innova and
Pasaca employees finding
out and demanding addi-
tional compensation.

Two Pasaca business as-
sociates have signed sworn
declarations viewed by The
Times stating that Huang
told them he knew the Nano
commission payments were
going to Elliott and
Kasprzak, Holscher said.
Huang has denied such
knowledge.

Kasprzak also statesin a
declaration in response to
the Nevada lawsuit filed
against him that Huang
knew the details of the Nano
Holdings venture. He is al-
leged to have made $77 mil-
lion in compensation and
other benefits in addition to
the stolen commissions.
Kasprzak then filed his own
L.A. County lawsuit in April
2023 accusing Huang of mis-
appropriating funds from
the company.

The lawsuit said the alle-
gations of wrongdoing
against him were a pretext to
fire him without paying him
the $75 million for his shares
— despite his allegations
that Innova’s success was
largely due to his and Elli-
ott’s efforts. The lawsuit
cites a letter sent by Boris
Johnson’s secretary of state
for health and social care to
the two men, applauding
their “hard work” and “dili-
gence” in securing the anti-
gen tests. It does not men-
tion Huang.

The lawsuit further
states that Huang took ad-
vantage of his control over
Pasaca and Innova to divvy
up ownership shares to his
benefit, transfer $200 million
to bank accounts in Hong
Kong and Singapore and
make more than $200 million
in bad investments.

Huang also is accused of
spending funds on private
jets, an $18-million Bradbury
mansion dubbed the “CEO
house,” to hire mistresses
and to produce the “fiction-
alized and idealized”
“Overnight Billionaire”
movie project. All in all, it
says that more than $1 bil-
lion was transferred out of
Innova to Pasaca.

An Innova representa-
tive said all the allegations
against Huang are false.

The Elliott and Kasprzak
disputes are now being
heard in separate arbitra-
tion cases. Kasprzak de-
clined an interview through
his attorney, Chris
Casamassima, who said his
client “did not receive any
improper compensation
from Pasaca or anyone else,
and to the contrary, heis still
owed a substantial sum of
money.”

Also in arbitration is the
lawsuit by Xu, 61, who is the
nephew of Yang, Huang’s
former business partner. He
is demanding $400 million,
or about afifth of the alleged
profits, as one of the five “co-
venturers” of the enterprise.
Huang denies he owes the
money.

This month, two former
Pasaca executives filed a
federal lawsuit in L.A.
against Huang citing accu-
sations in Kasprzak’s com-
plaint and seeking hundreds
of millions of dollars in resti-
tution. Huang denied any
wrongdoing.

Disruptive Nanotechnol-
ogy has sued Ellott,
Kasprzak and Huang, as
well as Pasaca and Innova,
alleging it was defrauded
out of $500 million when its
commissions were reduced.
Elliott, Kasprzak and
Huang deny any wrong-
doing.

Amid thelegal wrangling,
Huang found himself the
target of an alleged extor-
tion plot. In May 2023, the
L.A. County district attor-
ney’s office filed felony extor-
tion charges against a mar-
ried couple and Sunny Sun,
aformer Pasaca employee.

The alleged plot involved
a purported video of Huang
having sex with Sun surrep-
titiously recorded at a com-
pany condo, according to a
Los Angeles County Sher-
iff’s Department investiga-
tive report reviewed by The
Times. Huang told investi-
gators he had sex with Sun
and had been threatened
that the video would be
posted online unless he paid
$20 million, the report said.
All three have pleaded not
guilty and posted bail. A pre-
liminary hearing has not yet
been held.

Garo Madenlian, Sun’s
attorney, said he believed his
client would be exonerated.
“Infact, I think sheisthe vic-
tim,” he said.

Meanwhile, Huang and
another Pasaca executive
have been accused of sexual
battery and sex traffickingin
civillitigation filed in Aprilin
Los Angeles County Superi-
or Court. The complaint by a
Jane Doe alleges she was
hired to lead Pasaca’s public
relations in 2022 despite a
lack of experience. She as-
serts in the suit she was ac-
tually lured to the company
to provide Huang sexual
services.

An Innova representa-
tive said the allegations are
false and part ofan extortion
attempt.

As for “Overnight Billion-
aire,” an Innova representa-
tive said the film was being
delayed because of all the lit-
igation. It has a new title,
“One in a Billion,” according
to IMDb, which lists the the
film as “in development.”
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Huntington
Beach hasa
bublic access
problem

4

State should examine the city’s
settlement with air show and
whether event has proper permits.

HERE’S NO question that the an-
nual Pacific Airshow in Hunt-
ington Beach is popular. For
three days in early fall, military
and civilian planes put on an
aerobatic display over roughly a mile of
oceanfront for nearly 700,000 spectators.

Fans flock to the show, and this year they
will pay the event organizers $30 to just
plant themselves on the sand or up to $80 to
sit on the pier. Tickets for seating and food
and drink under a tented pavilion can cost a
few hundred — or thousands if it’s a re-
served table for 10. RV parking spots next to
the beach for four nights can go for $4,500.
It’s a fun time for paying customers, and a
lucrative gig for the event management
company, Code Four, which has owned and
operated the air show since 2016.

The problem is that the roughly mile-
long stretch of beach where the event takes
place is public land, which isn’t supposed to
be cut off completely from free public ac-
cess. Yet, that is happening, the state Coast-
al Commission has repeatedly warned city
officials and the air show operator. Last
year, for example, the show organizers
erected a fence around the entire three-day
event, ostensibly, to keep the nonpaying
public out. Nonpayers were also kept off the

IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times

U.S. AIR FORCE Thunderbirds perform at the Pacific Airshow on Oct. 1, 2022, in Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcons.

pier and out of the water.

That’s unacceptable. California law re-
quires public access to beaches, and it’s the
responsibility of the Coastal Commission to
ensure, through the permitting process,
that events such as the air show provide it.
But commission officials say Code Four ne-
ver bothered to apply for the coastal per-
mits required to put up equipment and
structures or take nearby public parking
spaces out of use for nearly a month.

Of course Code Four needs to obtain the
required permits, and the city of Hunting-
ton Beach should insist it does. The city
says that the show does provide some free
access and that it’s the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration that cuts off water access. If so,
all that needs to be explained in a permit ap-
plication.

But a troubling settlement struck by the
city last year — the full terms of which were
kept secret until recently — shows the city is
too willing to give all sorts of benefits to the
Pacific Airshow. The deal settles Code
Four’s lawsuit over a 2021 coastal oil spill

that caused the city to cancel the final day of
the air show, and gives the operator millions
of dollars in taxpayer funds and the exclu-
sive right to stage the event for up to 40
years.

The city agreed to pay the show op-
erators nearly $5 million, plus up to $2 mil-
lion more depending on what the city might
get from pending litigation against the com-
pany that owns the pipeline that leaked. Ad-
ditionally, the city waives various fees and
offers the use of 3,500 city parking spots to
monetize during the show — 600 of which
the organizers can use for nearly a month
setting up equipment before the show and
taking it down. The settlement’s terms on
parking spots and length of time the show
would operate don’t go into effect until there
is a signed contract approved by the City
Council.

The arrangement stinks, and Atty. Gen.
Rob Bonta should investigate, as three cur-
rent Huntington Beach City Council mem-
bers have requested. Councilman Dan
Kalmick called it an egregious “gift of public

funds.” State Sen. Dave Min (D-Irvine) also
called for a state audit.

What could possess a city to enter such a
breathtaking settlement for making a deci-
sion to protect public safety? The city attor-
ney says the city was legally vulnerable be-
cause the decision to cancel was made with-
out first calling an emergency meeting of the
City Council. Huntington Beach City Coun-
cilmember Tony Strickland, who was mayor
at the time of the settlement, says the air
show brings in revenue of $120 million to
Huntington Beach and if it hadn’t settled,
Kevin Elliott, the chief executive of Code
Four, would have taken the show to another
beach city.

If he’s right, that makes it all the more
important that state officials examine pub-
lic giveaways such as this so that cities ar-
en’t pressured to make sketchy deals.

We want events such as the Pacific Air-
show to continue to thrive — so long as they
don’t hold up a city for excessive perks or
violate California’s historic guarantee of
public access to its magnificent beaches.

LETTERS

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

OHIO SEN. J.D. Vance accepts the vice presidential nomination during the Republican convention July 17.

‘It’s me, childless cat lady”’

Re “Kamala Harris and ‘cat ladies’ versus GOP’s racism and sexism,” Opinion, July 28

rounds are bizarre. The response shouldn’t be “but I tried to have a baby” or “I chose not to have a baby.” It should

T HE RANT BY Ohio Sen. J.D. Vance, the Republican vice presidential nominee, and its counterargument making the

be, “My worth stands separate from reproduction.”
Everything that’s being said is being said about women, not men. It’s as though women are islands unto themselves
when it comes to having or not having children, but it’s not a solo sport. In all cases, a man is involved.
There are many reasons a woman is childless, and often it’s not due to a woman’s infertility, but rather a man’s inability
to reproduce or simply his choice.
Don’t defend your decision to have or not have children. Defend your worth as a human being. Using kids to pin women
down is a practice that’s been around since time began.
And I’d bet that more than half of all abortions are done at the suggestion of a man. So if there’s punishment awaiting
those aborting unwanted pregnancies, then both men and women should be burned at the stake, not just the woman.

LisAa HARMON, Yakima, Wash.

Hey, Sen. Vance, it’'s me,
childless cat lady. You got
one thing really wrong: I'm
not miserable.

Infact, 'mhaving a
joyful time writing a check
to Kamala Harris for Presi-
dent.

MELANIE HINSON
San Pedro

I agree with Robin Ab-
carian that some of the
things that are being said
about Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, the presump-
tive Democratic presi-
dential nominee, are just

plain stupid. I would advise
Vance to say, “My bad,” over
his “cat ladies” comments
post haste.

But if Abcarian thinks
that playing the “sexist and
racist” card is going to de-
feat former President
Trump in November, she’s
badly mistaken.

My feelingis that the
American public in general
istired of all of this name-
calling by both parties.
What the “regular voter”
wantsis to tell the two
parties this: It’s the econo-
my, stupid.

MARK WALKER
Yorba Linda

Vital transit link
for Inglewood

Re “Inglewood needs the
people mover, Rep. Waters,”
Opinion, July 26

It isunbelievable that a
leader from California
would oppose a project to
reduce carreliance.

When the Rolling Stones
played at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood on July 13, I
worked diligently to find a
transit option. After the
show, I wanted to avoid
getting in my car and navi-
gating across Los Angeles.

The downtown Ingle-
wood K Line stationis
about 1.5 miles from SoFi
Stadium, making it impos-
sible to utilize a transit
system that the public has
spent billions to build.

Rep. Maxine Waters’
(D-Los Angeles) opposition
to federal funding for the
people mover linking Ingle-
wood’s major venues to the
K Lineis along-term conse-
quential blunder by a public
official. Thanks to Ingle-
wood Mayor James T. Butts
for supporting this impor-
tant transportation project.

LEE MEISTER
San Pedro

Let the professional
sports teams that play at
SoFi Stadium and the Intuit
Dome pay for the Inglewood
people mover.

They will lose revenue
from their outrageous park-
ing fees, but it will help the
public not just for the 2028
Olympics, but also for the
future events at SoFiand
Intuit.

LAURIE KELSON
Encino

.o
.o

Iwill not go to Inglewood
unless passing through on
the way to LAX.

There are events I would
like to attend at the Kia
Forum, SoFi Stadium and
the Intuit Dome, but the
traffic and parking situation
is so horrendous and so
expensive that 'm OK
missing one more Rolling
Stones concert or even the
2028 Summer Olympic
eventsin Inglewood. Iwas
hoping the Metro system
would eventually have a
direct link to these venues.

Waters is worried that
the “last mile” link will not
help residents. What about
the money those of us from
therest of Southern Cali-
fornia spend when we want
dinner or shopping before or
after an event?

A closed-off system will
eventually rot and die.
Please don’t kill off Ingle-
wood, Rep. Waters.

WiLLIAM TURNER
Sherman Oaks

When crowds
kill the charm

Re “Tourists are a plague. I
was part of the problem,”
Opinion, July 27

Itoowas apart ofthe
overtourism problem.

For 45 yearsIproduced
travelogue movies. Like
Rick Steves, my message
was to just get on the plane
and go. But I never could
have imagined the explo-
sion of travel.

In 1985, Imade a film on
an Alaska cruise that two
ships with 600 passengers
apiece made each week.
Today, at least 20 ships
make the journey weekly,
many with passenger ca-
pacities of 3,000. The charm
hasvanished.

In 1974, 1 spent eight

weeks in Venice, Italy, mak-
ing a film. To say it was
magicalis an understate-
ment. Today, St. Mark’s
Square is more like Times
Square.

But the saddest thingis
nobody is looking at what
they came to see. Onmy
first trip to Paris in 1968, I
stood in front of the Mona
Lisaandreveled in the
moment. Today nobody
looks at the Mona Lisa —
they are too busy taking
selfies, never spending a
moment looking at the
painting itself.

Yes, the Mona Lisa is
Instagramready. But what
did you see? What did you
learn? How were you
moved?

DouaG JONES
Los Angeles

We are octogenarians
who have traveled interna-
tionally, as tourists, for most
of ourlives. Last month we
were on a tour of Scandi-
navia, a place where neither
of us had been.

We started in Bergen,
Norway, and arrived two
days before the tour began.
We like to explore destina-
tions by ourselves for a few
days and get over jet lag, so
we walked all over Bergen.

We like to see how people
live in whatever cities we
visit. We ate at local restau-
rants, talked with the locals
and wandered around,
discovering what life is like
“offthe grid.”

Therest of our trip, an
organized tour that in-
cluded Denmark, Sweden,
Finland and Estonia, gave
us a great exposure to life
and culture in that part of
the world. Yes, there were
lots of tourists in the usual
places, but going out by
ourselves on foot gave us
marvelous experiences in
places we never kKnew.

When we can no longer
do these faraway trips, we
will always adventure to
learn something new — even
in our own wonderful city.

FRIMA AND MICHAEL
TELERANT
Westwood
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CAROLYN KASTER Associated Press

VICE PRESIDENT Kamala Harris and former President Barack Obama at the White House in 2022.

Obama symbolized hope. Harris has
to be an avatar of give-'em-hell

The Democrats’ leading presidential
candidate faces enormous pressure to
take her party across the finish line

BJECTIVELY, IT IS an
amazing  progres-
sion in a short win-
dow of time. In 2008,
Barack Obama, a

Democrat, became the nation’s
first Black president. Sixteen
years later, Kamala Harris is
poised to become the first Black
woman chosen by the party tobe
its candidate for president.

But much has changed in 16
years.

The defining significance of
Obama’s historic candidacy, its
brand, was hope. Just the sym-
bolism of a Black man in the
White House moved millions of
us to think differently about our-
selves. Harris’ ascension is no
such symbol. She becomes the
Democratic candidate because
asvicepresident, she’sbeenhan-
ded the baton by an aging white
man forced to step aside because
of worries about his ability to get
thejob done.

In other words, Harris’ color
is not nearly as important as her
ability to do that job, not just to
take President Biden’s place on
the ticket but to take Democrats
across the finish line. She must
salvage the desperate, dwin-
dling hope that the whole nation
can regain its moral footing in
the onslaught of MAGA reck-
lessness and self-righteousness
that’s eroding America’s shaky
democratic foundations.

That’s a much bigger task
than Obama had. During his
candidacy the country also
faced a crisis, the housing melt-
down that led to the Great Re-
cession. Certainly that shifted
votes in Obama’s favor, though
the hope that was at the core of
his campaign retained its power.
When he won, the joy and opti-
mism that erupted around the
country was about the triumph

By Erin Aubry Kaplan

of “better angels,” not “it’s the
economy, stupid.”

What Harris is facing is an ex-
istential crisis that may paralyze
as much as it motivates. This
election proceeds not from joy or
hope, but from an anxious ques-
tion: Can we ever again assume
that whoever is in charge — not
just Democrats — will be people
of good will? There’s growing
cynicism that Republican tricks,
from voter suppression laws to a
stacked Supreme Court that
carves out criminal immunity for
Trump, will just keep coming, re-
gardless of the vote. Elections
simply won’t matter.

Harris seems well-matched
to this fraught moment. She
wants to fight. Trump has made
fighting central to his campaign,
especially after the assassina-
tion attempt, although MAGA
has always been belligerent, in-
your-face, sneeringly dismissive
of “wokeism.” Harris, a former
prosecutor, is already in battle
mode. She knows Trump’s type,
as she’s been telling rally audi-
ences, because she took on pred-
ators, fraudsters and abusers.
She’s offering what the Demo-
crats have badly needed: an ava-
tar not of hope, but of give-em-
hell.

Harris seems to relish the
prospect. All of her past mis-
steps and public struggles to
convey a core ideology, as vice
president and before that in her
failed 2020 presidential cam-
paign effort, may be forgiven if

she leads with an obligation to
punch back.

That it would be a Black
woman punching back will be
that much more satisfying.
Trump is a racist who holds
Black women in contempt, espe-
cially those who have dared to
criticize or hold him accountable
— Fulton County Dist. Atty. Fani
Willis, federal Judge Tanya
Chutkan, U.S. Rep. Maxine Wa-
ters.

Harris would have a platform
like no other. As a presidential
candidate she would be on equal
footing with Trump, his counter-
part. And as a Black woman she
would ably carry the legitimate
anger of so many Americans —
women, gay and trans people,
poor people and immigrants —
all of whom find themselves
caught in the MAGA crosshairs.

For all the grimness and high
stakes of the moment, there is
undeniable magic. Harris had a
golden career in California, ris-
ingfrom D.A. of San Francisco to
state attorney general to U.S.
senator with relative ease. She
branded herselfas a progressive,
and while critics have taken is-
sue with that, especially because
of her actions as a prosecutor,
she is, at the very least, a solid
Democrat.

Her 2020 primary campaign
stalled her ambition only briefly;
Biden chose her as his running
mate, the first Black and South
Asian woman to be on the presi-
dential ticket of a major party.

Having broken that barrier, she
is set to break another in a sud-
den twist of fate.

That drama of it all does ex-
cite certain segments of the
party, especially Black women, a
key constituency that must turn
out in order for the Democrats to
have any chance at winning in
November. The “Black woman
phone call” that happened right
after Biden’s withdrawal an-
nouncement catalyzed Harris’
unprecedented groundswell of
financial support. The Zoom
gathering, hosted by the organi-
zation Win with Black Women,
raised $1 millionin anhour, hark-
ing back to the infectious racial
pride of Obama’s first campaign.
A friend of mine who was on the
call, which grew to include thou-
sands more women than ex-
pected, described it as “truly
something to behold.”

I have no doubt that it was.
But I can’t forget that Harris is
being rapidly embraced not so
much for who and what she is,
but for who and what she is not:
Trump, and in a different way for
different reasons, Biden. She is
the likely Democratic nominee
who will become a lifeline for us
all, for progress itself, and if be-
ing of color makes her a better
lifeline, that’s a plus.

But of course we don’t know if
it will be. What hasn’t changed
over the last 16 years, what has
only gotten uglier, is that race
and gender divide.

There’s a lot of onslaught
coming. Whether we beat it back
depends less on Harris than on
the “we” that is democracy’s real
foundation.

ERIN AUBRY KAPLAN s a
contributing writer to Opinion
and a columnist at Capital &
Main.

With Supreme Court reform ideas,
Biden is playing the long game

HARRY LITMAN

HE FIRST and easiest

question to answer

with respect to the

package of Supreme

Court reform mea-
sures that President Biden
announced Monday is whether
there is any hope of their pas-
sage or enactment by the cur-
rent Congress.

There is not.

With Congress hopelessly
polarized and the Supreme
Court hopelessly politicized,
there is no chance of action on
Biden’s proposals in the coming
months, and the administration
well understands that point.

Indeed, before Biden even
unveiled them in a speech at the
LBJ Presidential Library in
Texas, Republican House
Speaker Mike Johnson pro-
nounced them “dead on arrival.”

Why then choose now to
introduce them? After all, Biden
has steadfastly resisted pleas
from progressives to try to
reform the court — and he has
been under pressure since he
took office, because President
Trump had just tilted the court
to the right by appointing three
justices.

The straightforward expla-
nation for the timing is to make
the Supreme Court, now quite
possibly the most unpopular of
all federal governmental institu-
tions, a focus of the election,
which would presumably nudge
voters toward Vice President

Kamala Harris.

It was no surprise (and pre-
sumably exactly what Biden
and Harris wished) when
Trump came out with a strident
defense of the court.

But the proposals shouldn’t
be dismissed as a mere political
gesture. Biden and the Demo-
crats are also playing the long
game, looking in particular to
make the court a campaign
issue. Then if they win control of
both chambers and the White
House, they can portray their
election as a mandate for sub-
stantial reforms.

Biden’s proposals are in
three basic areas. First, ethics,
responding to the series of scan-
dals involving eyebrow-raising
or nakedly partisan conduct by
Justices Clarence Thomas and
Samuel Alito. Second, time of
service and method of appoint-
ment, which Biden proposes be
changed to 18 years per justice
and a fixed allotment of two new
justices per presidential term.
And third, the court’s recent,
stunningly broad immunity
opinion in the Jan. 6 Trump
prosecution brought by the
Justice Department.

Biden announced the re-
forms in a Washington Post
op-ed that, interestingly, led
with the immunity decision,
which Biden wrote transgressed
abedrock principle of the na-
tion: “No one is above the law.”

Indeed it does, but Biden
and Harris, who was quick to
endorse the proposals, obvi-

ously have calculated that of all
the court’s recent unpopular
moves, the immunity decision
most offends the most Ameri-
can voters who might swing
toward Harris.

The ethics provision of the
Biden package probably has the
strongest chance of passing. It is
conspicuous that the Supreme
Court justices — alone among
government officials — get to
make and apply their own rules
onissues such as whether they
can take or must disclose gifts
from parties who may have an
agenda with the court. Al-
though the court adopted ethics
rules for itselflast fall, they have
no teeth.

But in my view, the most
important component of Bid-
en’s package is his proposal to
change Supreme Court terms
from lifetime to 18 years, and,
with the consistent rhythm of
that span, guarantee each presi-
dent precisely two appoint-
ments.

The design of the reform is to
obviate the Armageddon quality
of current confirmation battles.
Lifetime appointments create
very high stakes, leading to
carefully curated fairly young
nominees who can serve 40
years or more and have enor-
mous, longstanding influence,
as with the relatively young
cadre of Trump appointees.

Term limits would prevent
the imbalance that results if one
president makes many appoint-
ments and others make few.

Democrats are understandably
frustrated at the bad luck — and
GOP obstructionism — that
allowed Republican presidents
to choose six of the current nine
justices, in a country in which
more people identify as Demo-
crats than as Republicans and
in which Democratic presi-
dential candidates have won the
popular vote in seven of the last
eight elections.

This proposal would do
nothing to alleviate the current
imbalance. Progressives had
been pushing Biden to instead
propose four additional seats on
the court to undo the current
uber-conservative hammerlock.
The Constitution permits such
an expansion, but the history of
FDR’s court packing plan and
similar efforts obviously per-
suaded Biden that the approach
would freight the package with
political controversy and long
odds that would diminish the
clean appeal of the rest of the
provisions.

Asfor the court, today’s
proposals only reinforce the
grave loss of confidence it has
brought on with its own over-
reaching. As a matter ofraw
power, it can continue onits
path and remain oblivious to its
many self-inflicted wounds. But
Supreme Court history teaches
that whatever its recognized
authority inindividual cases, it
is untenable for it to operate
indefinitely so against the grain
ofthe American people.

As Alito said in an overheard
comment, “one side or the other
is going to win.”

HaRRY L1TMAN is the host of the
“Talking Feds” podcast and the
“Talking San Diego” speaker
series. @harrylitman

Chatter about
Josh Shapiro
as a running
mate displays
antisemitism

LZ GRANDERSON

WE know Vice President
Kamala Harris, the likely
Democratic nominee, has .
set an Aug. 7 deadline to
announce arunning mate.

The question of whom she
should pick dominates
conversations among
donors and political panels on TV. Howev-
er, the starting point ought to be “what
does she need to win?”

The very premise of this question
points out the glaring difference between
the two parties heading into November.
While mocking Sen. J.D. Vance is enter-
taining, the reality is that he’s a sideshow.
If 34 felony convictions didn’t hurt Trump
in the polls, his vice presidential selection
ultimately won’t make a difference to
voters either.

The stakes feel higher for Harris, as her
selection will also reveal what the cam-
paign believes she needs to do to win — to
convince the movable middle to trust her.

AsT've written in the past, I believe Sen.
Mark Kelly of Arizona should be the lead-
ing choice, primarily for his military expe-
rience. Sources have told me she is consid-
ering a governor, such as Kentucky’s Andy
Beshear, for their executive experience.
And there are electoral college factors to
consider: Pennsylvania’s Gov. Josh Sha-
piro could potentially bring 19 electoral
votes, ifadding him to the ticket won over
his home state — more than would pre-
sumably come with any other contender
routinely mentioned.

What the Harris campaign believes she
needs to win is a complicated question.

But one fight that the campaign
doesn’t need for victory is pretty clear, and
it comes up in response to Shapiro’s name.

“Every potential nominee for Vice
President is pro-Israel,” Rep. Ritchie
Torres (D-N.Y.) posted on social media in
response to a post that contained “#geno-
cideJosh.” “Yet only one, Josh Shapiro,
has been singled out by a far-left smear
campaign.... The reason heis treated
differently from the rest? Antisemitism.”

Torres is not wrong. When other con-
tenders’ names come up, their position on
the war in Gaza is rarely the first topic
discussed. And the fact that Shapiro is
Jewish would seem to be a major reason
his stance on the war is prominent in
detractors’ minds.

It’s not as though the governor of Penn-
sylvania has had a bigrole in U.S. foreign
policy, not even as much as any senator
would have had. And yet the concerns over
a “protest vote” mostly shadow him — the
fear that a faction of Democratic voters
would stay home on election day or would
cast a symbolic vote for some write-in
candidate, just to avoid endorsing a Har-
ris-Shapiro ticket that is linked to the war
in Gaza. Remember the Michigan Demo-
cratic primary? More than 100,000 voted
“uncommitted” in response to the Biden
administration’s handling of the Gaza
war.

For her part, Harris was not shy in
calling out the atrocities directly to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
last week while also calling for a cease-fire.
Itisnot radical to oppose the war or be-
lieve that Israel haslargely beenin the
wrong as it has devastated Gaza. Yet there
is an extremist wing of the party that goes
further, pushing the notion that Shapiro
should not be the vice president simply
because he is Jewish. This is obviously
nonsensical and antisemitic, and this kind
of hateful thinking seems destined to
smear Harris as well, because her hus-
band, Second Gentleman Douglas
Embhoff, is Jewish.

For Trump, hurling disparaging re-
marks and slurs at an opponent is an
essential messaging tool. When rioters
chanted “Jews will not replace us” in the
streets of Charlottesville, Va., back in 2017,
he called the white supremacists “fine
people.” The incident inspired President
Biden to run for the White House, and in
2020 he earned more votes than any other
candidate in our nation’s history.

However, four years later, some pro-
gressives are being called out for anti-
semitism — areminder that Republicans
haven’t cornered the market on prejudice.
You know, in case the flashes of anti-
semitism on our college campuses weren’t
enough of a hint.

Democratic leadership should not turn
ablind eye to this. I'm glad Torres didn’t.
Wondering whether the Gaza war could
affect voter turnout is a fair question,
given the number of protest votes regis-
tered during the primary and how tight
this race is expected to be. By all means,
look closely at the records of vice presi-
dential contenders (Jewish or not) to see
where they stand on the Gaza war.

But singling out Shapiro because heis
Jewish is not right and is not even good
polities. It’s simply acquiescing to anti-
semitism. Not unlike when the Senate
decided to start having Judiciary Commit-
tee hearings for Supreme Court nominees
after a Jewish man, Louis Brandeis, was
nominated. Or when Marty Glickman and
Sam Stoller, two Jewish American sprint-
ers, werereplaced on the U.S. 4x100-meter
relay team at the 1936 Olympic Games in
Berlin.

Harris’ choice of a running mate will
delight some supporters and bother oth-
ers. Whomever she chooses, antisemitism
has no place in the discussion.

@LZGranderson
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Fentanyl

[Fentanyl, from Ai]
number of fentanyl-related
deaths, but public health ex-
perts say they are alarmed
that more children below the
age of 5 are dying or arriving
in emergency rooms testing
positive for the drug.

The number of drug over-
doses nationwide has fallen
forthefirst time in years, but
the incidences of children
overdosing has surged, doc-
tors say, as they are exposed
to opioids and drug para-
phernalia at home or by acci-
dental ingestion.

Although West Virginia
has the highest fentanyl-re-
lated death rate, California
has the most deaths overall,
with 6,473 in 2022. Officials
nationwide are struggling to
come up with solutions to
prevent young children from
dying.

“If you have these chil-
dren that are left in chaotic
homes,inhomesthat have...
drugs around, that just in-
creases the risk exponen-
tially, particularly for these
little vulnerable kids that ex-
plore their world by putting
everything in their mouths,”
said Dr. Emily Rose, co-au-
thor of a study about recog-
nizing and treating pediatric
and adolescent opioid over-
doses.

America’s Poison Cen-
ters, which represents 55 ac-
credited poison control cen-
ters in the U.S,, reports a
dramatic increase in fen-
tanyl exposure in young chil-
dren nationwide. In 2016, the
centersreceived 10 reports of
fentanyl exposure in chil-
dren under age 6. That num-
ber was 539 in 2023.

Fentanyl can be pre-
scribed by doctors in pill or
patch form, though illegally
it typically is smoked, in-
jected or found laced in
other drugs as a white pow-
der.

Preliminary data from
the California Department
of Public Health show 11 fen-
tanyl-related deaths oc-
curred in the state in chil-
dren younger than 5 during
the first three quarters of
2023, the most recent stat-
istics available. There were
10 deaths for all of 2022 and
six fentanyl-related deaths
in 2021.

In Kern County, where
Ezekiel died, the rate of fen-
tanyl-related deaths is
higher than the 2022 state
average: California had a
rate of 0.77 deaths per 100,000
residents, while Kern
County had 14 deaths, ac-
cording to the county’s an-
nual child death report.

Brynn Carrigan, the
county’s public health direc-
tor, said she expects the
number of 5-year-olds get-
ting sick or dying from fen-
tanyl to be even higherin the
coming report, which will be
released in October.

“I have an idea that
there’s going to likely be
some of our much younger
children that are impacted
by fentanyl in this next re-
port,” Carrigan said.
“They’re completely inno-
cent victims. I mean, you
can't educate a 2-year-old
not to touch fentanyl that
maybe their parent has left
lying around. It becomes a
very difficult issue to solve.”

Lora said she knew Ezek-
iel was going to be special
from the moment he was
born. As she drove herself to
the hospital, he just couldn’t
wait. She gave birth alone in
the car.

Ezekiel loved to play in
the mud and spend time
outdoors with his siblings.
He wasn’t old enough to play
a sport, but she always pic-
tured him in a baseball uni-
form. She called him her “lit-
tle caveman.” He had long
brown hair and ran around
naked because he didn’t like
wearing clothes. He loved
the “Toy Story” movies and
the character Buzz
Lightyear.

Lora said she was with
Rivera for seven years, and
their relationship experi-
enced tense moments. They
finally separated and split
time with their children by
verbal agreement. Loralived
with her sister, and Rivera
lived at his parents’ home on
a quiet street on the east
side of Bakersfield.

It was a hot Saturday
afternoon when Lora met
Rivera in his driveway. She
spotted a bulge in his sock
and demanded to know
what it was. He told her
it was money, she said, but
she saw a baggie of drugs fall
out.

Lora became incensed
and demanded that her sons
go home with her. Rivera re-
fused and went inside. Rive-
ra’s mother called the Kern
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment because of their loud

fentanyl.’

— BRYNN CARRIGAN,

Kern County’s public health director

arguing. Lora told the two
deputies who responded
that Rivera had drugs in his
possession and that her
boys were in the house. The
deputies, Lora said, de-
clined to search the home
or get the children out for
her.

“I felt like they just didn’t
want to hear me,” she said.

Humberto Guizar, Lora’s
attorney, said authorities
“had an obligation right
there — whether they knew
there was drugs or not — to
let her take her child away.
But by not letting her take
her child away, they caused
the death of Ezekiel.”

The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and county attorney
declined to comment, citing
pendinglitigation.

Ezekiel and Ermias re-
mained at their father’s until
June 5, 2023, when author-
ities responded to a call of a
toddler who had overdosed,
according to a probable
causedeclarationin Rivera’s

criminal case. It was first re-
ported by the Bakersfield
Californian.

The call came in about 11
p.m. By the timelaw enforce-
ment arrived, Rivera was
gone, Kern County detect-
ives said.

A surveillance system in-
side the home captured the
last moments of Ezekiel’s
life.

At 1:41 a.m., according to
the probable cause declara-
tion, the little boy was seen
entering Rivera’s room. At
3:50 p.m., Rivera came out of
the room carrying Ezekiel’s
body, which appears lifeless,
before returning him to the
room.

Ezekiel’'s  grandfather
found the boy’s body about
seven hours later, according
tothe declaration.

Inside Rivera’s room,
Kern County detectives
found two pipes used for
smoking narcotics. They
photographed residue on a
“low standing piece of furni-

ture.”

Rivera was arrested Aug.
3 on an unrelated warrant.
He admitted to detectives
that he had used fentanyl in
theroom where Ezekiel died,
snorting it off the furniture
detectives had photo-
graphed. Rivera told detect-
ives that he found Ezekiel
unresponsive at least one or
two hours before he carried
the 2-year-old out of the
room. He said he was scared
and didn’t believe calling for
medical aid would have
helped his son.

Rivera, 24, acknowledged
that he was “aware of the
dangers of fentanyl and the
potential for overdose,” ac-
cording to the declaration.

Lora said she got a call
from one of Rivera’s neigh-
bors and learned Ezekiel
had overdosed. She raced
over tothe house.

Then she saw EzekKiel
come outinabody bag.

She cradled Ermias —
whose eyes, she said, were
red and puffy. She eventually
took him to the hospital,
where he tested positive for
fentanyl.

Lora is suing Kern
County and its Sheriff’s De-
partment, saying they failed
to protect Ezekiel when she
begged to get her boys out of
Rivera’s home.

“If they would have just

SOLUNA LORA held a gravestone-unveiling ceremony this month at the Hill-
crest Memorial Park cemetery in Bakersfield for her son Ezekiel, who loved the
“Toy Story” movies and one of the films’ main characters, Buzz Lightyear.

s victims include the very young

Photographs by JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

THE GRAVESTONE for 2-year-old Ezekiel Rivera, who died last month, is unveiled in a cemetery in Bakersfield this month.

“You can’t educate a
2-year-old not to touch

sat there and listened to a
crying mother ... I would still
have my son,” Lora said.

In January, the Kern
County district attorney’s
office charged Rivera with
one felony count of first-de-
gree murder and one felony
count of willful child cruelty.
He has pleaded not guilty
and is being held on $1-mil-
lion bail.

His family declined to
comment. Rivera’s lawyer
did not return a request for
comment.

A study published in
March in the Journal of the
American College of Emer-
gency Physicians Open ac-
knowledged the recent in-
creasesinpediatric and ado-
lescent opioid fatalities due
to “accidental ingestions,
prescription misuse, and
household exposure.”

“Historically, opioid over-
dose has been associated
with adults, but trends show
an increasing incidence
among pediatric patients,”
the study says. “Opioids are
the most common cause of
fatal poisonings in young
children and represent a sig-
nificant public health chal-
lenge.”

Roseis a co-author of the
study and an associate pro-
fessor of clinical emergency
medicine at the USC Keck
School of Medicine.

The drug decreases the
ability to breathe, Rose said.
An adult can become hypox-
icin a matter of minutes, but
for a child, it can happen in
less than one. Naloxone,
which can reverse an opioid
overdose, must be adminis-
tered quickly.

In the last five years, she
said, she’s seen more young
children coming into the
hospital with fentanyl over-
doses. The youngest patient
she treated who tested pos-
itive for fentanyl was 2
months old.

“It’s our duty as a society
to protect the most vulnera-
ble group of us,” she said.
“It’s absolutely shocking
and horrifying.”

A bill authored by state
Sen. Dave Cortese (D-San
Jose) asks the California De-
partment of Public Health
to monitor trends of fen-
tanyl-related deaths among
those ages 5 and younger
and develop guidance to dis-
tribute information to local
health departments on how
to protect children from fen-
tanyl exposure.

Senate Bill 908, Cortese
said, would allow for a multi-
agency approach — such as
those charged with family
services and child welfare —
on how to navigate situa-
tions such as family reuni-
fication when a parent has a
history of substance abuse.
The bill has passed in the
Senate and currently awaits
afiscal review.

Cortese said in an inter-
view that the fentanyl over-
dose death of 3-month-old
Phoenix Castro pushed him
to introduce the bill.

Phoenix and her family
lived in San Jose. She died
May 13, 2023, from metham-
phetamine and fentanyl
while in her father’s care, ac-
cording to the Santa Clara
County district attorney’s

office. In court, prosecutors
said the crime lab found fen-
tanyl on the infant’s onesie,
including on the snaps,
according to the Bay Area
News Group.

The home she lived in
was “littered with opioids,”
the district attorney’s office
said. A baby bottle was
found next to glass pipes.

Her father, David An-
thony Castro, is facing a fel-
ony count of child endanger-
ment with a special allega-
tion of causing the infant’s
death and a misdemeanor
count of possession of a con-
trolled substance, said Dep-
uty Dist. Atty. Maria Ger-
shenovich. Castro has
pleaded not guilty.

In November, the Santa
Clara County district attor-
ney’s office charged two par-
ents with murder after their
18-month-old daughter,
Winter, died from ingesting
fentanyl and methamphet-
amine. The county coroner’s
office found the toddler’s
“fentanyl blood concentra-
tion” to be more than 14
times the fatal amount.

More recently, 1-year-old
Justin Bulley died in Febru-
ary from the “effects of fen-
tanyl” while in custody of the
Los Angeles County child
welfare system, during an
approved visit with his
mother, according to
Justin’s father.

According to the medical
examiner’s investigation,
there were “several versions”
as to what happened, but
Justin’s mother said she’d
been drinking alcohol, and
Justin’s grandfather had
been smoking fentanyl. The
grandfather told officials
that the child had an “inter-
action with fentanyl at some
point.”

This month, twin 3-year-
old boys died after being ex-
posed to drugs laced with
fentanyl in their Canoga
Park home, according to Los
Angeles County authorities.
Prosecutors have charged
their mother with murder
and child abuse.

On June 5, ayear after his
death, Ezekiel’s family gath-
ered at the Hillcrest Memo-
rial Park cemetery in Bak-
ersfield for the unveiling of
his gravestone. He was bur-
ied beside his 37-year-old un-
cle, who died before he was
born.

Paper pinwheels were un-
moving in the hot, still after-
noon. Photos of Ezekiel
decorated a tower of white
balloons. Family members
and friends wore shirts me-
morializing the little boy. Af-
ter her son’s death, Lora had
aportrait of him tattooed on
her thigh.

She crouched beside
EvaRose and Ermias as the
two pulled away a blanket,
revealing a black gravestone
with Ezekiel’'s name and
photo. Gasps and sobs rang
out from the small crowd.

The image on the head-
stone is one of Lora’s favor-
ites. She remembers, she
said, giving Ezekiel a simple
instruction before snapping
his picture: Blow me a
kiss.

And there heis, etched in
stone, pursing his lips to
make his mother smile.



s $$05 Angeles Gimes s

CALIFORNIA

- A b s »

ol s o g
B S ol

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

FARM MANAGER Jose Pineda pauses while tending to young pistachio trees near Corcoran, Calif., in 2023.

Farmers fight efforts to
reduce groundwater use

In the Tulare Lake subbasin, they are challenging a state crackdown on
chronic overpumping. A judge gives growers a temporary reprieve.

By IAN JAMES

With long-term declines in ground-
water levels putting thousands of do-
mestic wells at risk and causing the
ground to sink in parts of the San
Joaquin Valley, state regulators are
moving forward with efforts to force lo-
cal agencies to take stronger steps to
begin to rein in chronic overpumping
by California’s agriculture industry.

But these efforts have recently run
into complications as growers in one
area, the Tulare Lake subbasin, are su-
ing to challenge state officials’ decision
to intervene by placing the area on pro-
bationary status — a step that’s called
for under California’s groundwater law
when local water managers fail to come
up with adequate plans to curb de-
clines in waterlevels.

The State Water Resources Control

Board’s attempt to intervene was
slowed this month when a judge in
Kings County issued an order tempo-
rarily putting on hold the state’s deter-
mination and delaying a requirement
that farmers begin measuring and re-
porting how much groundwater they
pump.

“We’re fighting for everybody in
Kings County, and we’re fighting for
everybody in the state of California,”
said Dusty Ference, executive director
of the Kings County Farm Bureau,
which sued the state in May over the
board’s decision.

Ference said his group aims to over-
turn the state’s decision and reject
measures that farmers view as unrea-
sonable, damaging to the local econo-
my and “overreaching” beyond the re-
quirements of the state’s Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act, or
SGMA.

“We think that it will set precedent,”
Ference said. “We hope that the state
more carefully considers whether or
not to place a subbasin on probation,
and understands that their decisions
have real consequences up and down
the state.”

The extent to which the case might
hinder state-led efforts to manage
groundwater will depend on upcoming
court hearings.

Inthe meantime, state officials took
a step toward intervening in another
part of the San Joaquin Valley, an-
nouncing Thursday that they are rec-
ommending the state water board also
place the Kern County subbasin on pro-
bation. They said the area’s local plans
don’t adequately address chronic low-
ering of groundwater levels, sinking
land or impacts to water quality, and
that alack of coordination among 20 lo-

[See Groundwater, BR]

9 ex-Rosemead High students sue,
allege sex abuse by district employees

They are the second
group to claim that
the school district
failed to protect them.

By NATHAN SOLIS

A second group of former
Rosemead High School stu-
dents has sued the El Monte
Union High School District
over the sexual abuse they
allege they experienced as
minors at the hands of their
teachers, athletic coaches
and other employees.

Nine women filed suit in
Los Angeles County Superi-
or Court, alleging abuse that

took place from 1992 to 2003,
when the women were teen-
agers.

Their complaint last
week comes two months af-
ter three other women sued
the school district, alleging a
culture that allowed and
protected sexual abusers at
the school between 2005 and
201l. These women alleged
that teachers and district
employees groomed their
victims, and that adminis-
trators did not report the al-
legations to police when the
students came forward with
them, according to the law-
suit.

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

THE LATEST suit by former students accuses the
El Monte Union High School District of negligence.

The nine women claim in
the new lawsuit that their
[See Students, B5]

Carmel school let antisemitism fester, U.S. says

Probe finds instances
of swastika drawings

and Hitler references.
District OKs 10 steps.

By VERONICA
ROSEBOROUGH

Jewish students at a
Carmel Unified School Dis-
trict campus were subjected
to pervasive, antisemitic
harassment over a three-
year period, exposed to re-
peated swastika graffiti in
bathrooms and on desks, a
reference to Adolf Hitler and

a verbal threat targeting
Jewish people, a federal civil
rights investigation found.
The incidents “poten-
tially exposed hundreds of
students to antisemitic im-
agery,” resulting in a “hostile
environment” — one that
the district failed to elimi-
nate, investigators with the
Department of Education
wrote in a 13-page letter to
the district Friday outlining
the violations and remedies.
Although the district did
not admit it violated the law,
school officials entered into
an agreement with the de-
partment’s Office of Civil
Rights to address campus

adherence to Title VI — a
federal law that prohibits
discrimination based on
race, color ornational origin,
including shared ancestry.
The district will take 10 ac-
tions, including revising
policies for reporting and re-
sponding to harassment
complaints and training ad-
ministrators to investigate
and document complaints.
“I am fully committed to
creating a safe environment
for all of our students, as a
schoolneedstobe aplace for
growth and learning, not
trauma,” Carmel Unified
Supt. Sharon Ofek said in a
statement. “As a Jewish-

American, I fully support
this major step towards en-
suring that antisemitism is
completely eradicated from
the classroom, culture, and
overall learning environ-
ment. To the victims whose
unfortunate experiences led
to the OCR investigation,
know that you are not alone,
and I am always here to sup-
port you.”

The Carmel Unified case
is one of about 32 open
investigations into discrimi-
nation based on national or-
igin in California schools, ac-
cording to the education de-
partment database.

[See Carmel, B5]
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Origins of
Flamin’ Hot
Cheetos 1s
focus of suit

Former employee who
says he invented the
spicy snack is suing
Frito-Lay for fraud.

BY SANDRA MCDONALD

The man who says he in-
vented Flamin’ Hot Cheetos
is suing his former employ-
ers for fraud, defamation
and other violations, saying
he was harmed when Frito-
Lay and PepsiCo denied his
role in creating the popular
hot snack.

The 62-page lawsuit by
Richard Montanez refer-
ences a 2021 Los Angeles
Times article that chal-
lenged his claim to be the
godfather of the spicy junk
food. The article cited chro-
nological inconsistencies in
Montanez’s story, archival
proof of the release of test
products, and comments by
Frito-Lay executives.

“For decades, [Frito-

Lay] recognized Mr. Mon-
tanez as the creator of
Flamin’ Hot Cheetos,” the
lawsuit says.

Inthe 2021 article, howev-
er, Frito-Lay said in a state-
ment, “None of our records
show that Richard was in-
volved in any capacity in the
Flamin’ Hot test market.”
The company added, “That
doesn’t mean we don’t cele-
brate Richard, but the facts
do not support the urban
legend.”

Thelawsuit lays out Mon-
tanez’s version of the story,
in which he took a batch of
unflavored Cheetos back to
his home kitchen to experi-
ment with different sea-
sonings. According to the
lawsuit, he took inspiration
from elote, a traditional
Mexican street food.

“Armed with nothing but
a $3tie, prototype and entre-
preneurial spirit, he re-
quested — and received — a
meeting with none other
than Frito-Lay/PepsiCo
CEO himself, Roger Enrico,”
thelawsuit says. “Theyloved
it.”

Montanez met resistance
working with the research
and development team
while creating a spicy sea-
soning for mass production,

[See Flamin’ Hot, B4]
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RICHARD MONTANEZ alleges “deep-seated rac-
ism” in the company’s denial of his role as creator.

County proposal for
ethics panel leaves
some reformers cold

Measure would also
expand the Board of

Supervisors. A critic
calls it ‘half-baked.’

By DAVID ZAHNISER

For the last month, the
big news out of Los Angeles
County government has
been the plan to expand the
Board of Supervisors, which
has divided political allies
and produced heated de-
bates at the Kenneth Hahn
Hall of Administration.

That proposal, planned
for the Nov. 5 ballot along
with several other changes
to county government, has
come under fire from some
on the board, who warn that
it still has an unknown price
tag.

Critics say the proposal,
which would expand the
board from five to nine mem-
bers, comes with a sweet-
ener to make it irresistible to
voters: anew ethics commis-
sion charged with rooting
out wrongdoing.

Supervisor Lindsey Hor-
vath, who was co-author of
the proposal, described it as
“once-in-a-century ethics
reform.” She also argued
that, given the events of re-
cent years, an ethics watch-
dogislong overdue.

Last year, former Super-
visor Mark Ridley-Thomas
was convicted on corruption
charges involving votes he

cast at the county. (He has
filed anappeal.) Theyearbe-
fore that, real estate devel-
oper Arman Gabay was sen-
tencedtofouryearsinprison
for giving bribes to Thomas
M. Shepos, a high-level offi-
cial in the county’s real es-
tate division. (Shepos was
also convicted.)

Then, there are the many
criminal cases targeting Los
Angeles City Hall, which
have resulted in the convic-
tions of two former council
members, a deputy mayor, a
former city commissioner
and several others.

Horvath said that better
enforcement of laws regulat-
ing campaign fundraising,
lobbying and conflicts of in-
terest would help rebuild
public confidence. She also
pushed back on the idea
that the new ethics commis-
sion is an enticement to get
voters to expand the board.

The package of govern-
ment changes, including the
establishment of an elected
countywide executive, is
“not just individual im-
provements,” Horvath said.
“They collectively aim to dis-
rupt the status quo and bet-
ter serve all Angelenos,” she
said.

Some aren’t quite as ex-
cited about the rollout of the
new ethics commission —in-
cluding groups that are gen-
erally supportive of these
types of changes.

Sean McMorris, who han-
dles ethics and accountabil-

[See Ethics, B4]

SPORTS ON THE BACK: Dodgers acquire Edman and Kopech in a three-way deal. B10
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Farmers fight state’s groundwater clampdown

[Groundwater, from B1]
cal agencies has also been
problematic.

The state water board
plans to decide whether to
intervene in Kern County at
a Feb. 20 meeting, after con-
sidering whether to take
similar measures in two
other areas of the San
Joaquin Valley, the Kaweah
and Tule subbasins. They
are among six areas where
the state has declared local
groundwater plans inade-
quate.

“All of these basins face
urgent and irreversible
harms occurring due to
groundwater  overdraft,”
said Natalie Stork, assistant
director of the board’s Office
of Sustainable Groundwater
Management.

A state analysis found
that about 230 domestic
wells could go dry during a
drought, based on water lev-
el trends in the Kern sub-
basin, she said. The analysis
also found that plans pre-
sented by local agencies
could allow for water levels
to decline so dramatically
that more than 400 wells
would go dry.

Land subsidence caused
by groundwater depletion is
also a major concern, with
the ground having sunk as
much as 24 feet in some
areas since 2015, Stork said.
Where the ground is sinking
at such rates, it can damage
canals, roads, levees and
other infrastructure.

As water levels drop,
harmful contaminants such
as arsenic and nitrate can
also become more concen-
trated in water pumped
from wells, posing health
hazards.

After state regulators de-
termined in 2022 that the
Kern groundwater plans
were inadequate, the 14 so-
called groundwater sustain-
ability agencies in the area
began splitting and forming
new local agencies, Stork
said. There are now 20 differ-
ent groundwater agencies in
the area, and they recently
submitted seven separate
revised plans.

“I think that is a reflec-
tion of the management
challenges in this subbasin,”
Stork said.

She said some local agen-
cies have also recently split
in the Tulare Lake and Tule

regions over the last few
months, “which is concern-
ing since this will make coor-
dination more challenging.”
Stork noted, however,
that although having a large
number of separate agencies
and plans may complicate

coordination, it’s allowed
under the state’s 2014
groundwater law.

“Coordination is critical
to sustainable groundwater
management,” she said.
“Otherwise actions or deci-
sions in one area could ad-
versely impact another.”

In another region, the
Delta-Mendota subbasin, 23
separate local agencies re-
cently got together and sub-
mitted a single plan covering
the entire area, which Stork
said is expected to improve
coordination.

The state groundwater
law, which was signed nearly
10 years ago, requires local
agencies in many areas to
develop groundwater plans
and curb overpumping by
2040.

In parts of the Central
Valley, state officials have re-
peatedly disagreed with lo-
cal water officials about the
pace at which pumping re-
ductions should occur and
the adequacy of measures to

protect drinking water sup-
plies and combat land sub-
sidence.

As the law’s limits on
pumping gradually take ef-
fect in the coming years, the
restrictions are expected to
require taking some farm-
land out of production in the
Central Valley, requiring ma-
jor changes in a farming re-
gion that produces vast
quantities of nuts, fruits and
other crops, as well as cattle
and dairy products.

When Stork was asked
during a conference call with
reporters about how the
Kings County court case
could affect state efforts
elsewhere, she said: “It only
applies to the Tulare Lake
subbasin, so it doesn’t im-
pact our work in other
basins.”

Edward Ortiz, a spokes-
person for the state water
board, said the agency’s offi-
cials disagree with the
court’stemporary order sus-
pending the requirement for
well owners to report how
much water they are pump-
ing. He said this require-
ment is an important part of
the probationary process
and “protects groundwater
resources for the benefit of
all Californians.”

The lawsuit over the deci-
sionto place the Tulare Lake
region on probation was
widely expected after the
board’s vote following a con-
tentious debate in April
Farmers and representa-
tives of local groundwater
agencies had urged the state
water board to postpone the
intervention and give them
more time to improve their
plans.

But the five-member
board found local plans
didn’t include adequate
measures to address de-
clines in water levels or the
problem of sinking ground,
which has repeatedly dam-
aged levees.

Last year, the long-dry
Tulare Lake, which was
drained generations ago to
serve agriculture, reappear-
ed on thousands of acres of
farmland. The lake then re-
ceded, and growers have

continued relying on

groundwater.
Thearea’slargelandown-

ers, among them J.G.

Boswell Co., pump ground-
water to irrigate tomatoes,
cotton, pistachios and other
Crops.

Ference, a citrus farmer,
said agriculture generates
about $2 billion in gross rev-

IRFAN KHAN Lo Ageles Times
CRAIG Branco owns an olive orchard and a rental home near Visalia, Calif., where two wells went dry in 2021.

enues each year in Kings
County and provides 1 in 4
jobs.

“Agriculture funds this
county and this community.
And without it, KXings
County becomes a ghost
town very quickly,” Ference
said. “What’s at risk is our
ability to pump ground-
water. And without the abil-
ity, then we lose our entire
foundation.”

He said growers agree
that changes will need to be
made to achieve sustainabil-
ity and meet the require-
ments of the groundwater
law.

“But we have to make
those changes in a way that
doesn’t decimate not only
the agriculture industry but
the community,” Ference
said.

The Kings County Farm
Bureau is asking Superior
Court Judge Kathy Ciuffini
to issue a preliminary in-
junction that would put
state intervention on hold
while the case is heard.

Ference said the state
water board’s approach is
“arbitrary and capricious.”

“They’ve arbitrarily
moved the compliance date
from 2040 to today,” he said.
“We’ve not been given the

opportunity to implement a
plan and even see ifit’s going
towork.”

He said the state plan to
impose pumping fees of $300
per well and $20 per acre-
foot of water pumped would
be far too costly and would
go toward “funding a police
force with unmitigated au-
thority.”

Instead, those funds
would be better used locally
to build infrastructure to
help recharge the aquifer, he
said.

The Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act “is designed for local
control, and that’s where it
needs to stay,” Ference said.

The state water board, he
said, should “allow the proc-
esstowork, allowus the time
to work through implement-
ing plans.”

Others argue the state
water board was right to put
the area on probation.

“Locals have had years
now to get their ground-
water management plans
correct,” said Nataly Es-
cobedo Garcia, water policy
coordinator for the group
Leadership Counsel for Jus-
tice and Accountability.

The lawsuit is concerning
because it could impede ef-
forts to move toward solu-
tions, Escobedo Garcia said.

“I think unfortunately
this could really slow down a
lot of the progress we’ve
been making as a state,” she
said.

Researchers have
warned that plans prepared
by local agencies would al-
low water levels to decline
significantly between now
and 2040, potentially putting
thousands of wells at risk of
going dry.

Scientists have also
found that crops’ water de-
mands are growing because
of rising temperatures driv-
en by climate change, which
is contributing to declines in
aquiferlevels.

“Our aquifers are still
critically overdrafted. And
while 2040 sounds really far
away, there is a lot of work
that hasto gointo aquiferre-
covery,” Escobedo Garcia
said.

She said further delays
could put in jeopardy the re-
gion’s ability to truly move
toward sustainability by
2040, as the law requires.
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RICH PEDRONCELLI Associated Press

THE LAWSUIT alleges that since 2017, the plan pays for smoke damage only if it is detectable to the unaided
eye or nose of an average person rather than requiring lab testing. Above, a wildfire in Napa, Calif., in 2017.
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Suit against FAIR Plan
seeks to represent
more than 365,000
policyholders.

BY RUBEN VIVES

A class-action lawsuit
against the California FAIR
Plan Assn. accuses the
state’s insurance program of
last resort of unlawfully sell-
ing policies with subpar cov-
erage for fire and smoke
damage.

The lawsuit was filed last
week in Alameda County Su-
perior Court on behalf of
four California residents
who seek to represent more
than 365,000 FAIR Plan poli-
cyholders.

Funded by a pool of pri-
vate insurers that write poli-
cies in the state, the FAIR
Plan serves as backup insur-
ance for people unable to ob-
tain coverage from private
sources, especially those in
high-risk areas where com-
panies are reluctant to pro-
vide coverage.

Over the last few years,
the state insurer has seen a
wave of new policyholders
amid extreme and destruc-

tive wildfires that have
caused insurance compa-
nies to leave the state or to
stop renewing policies.

As of March, the FAIR
Plan was exposed to $340 bil-
lion in liabilities because of
the high number of policies
it had issued.

The Department of In-
surance requires fire insur-
ance policies to cover “direct
physicalloss” caused by fire
and smoke.

But since 2017, the lawsuit
alleges, the FAIR Plan began
limiting coverage after state
officials approved a stand-
ard policy that, among other
provisions, paid for smoke
damage only if it was detect-
able to the unaided eye or
nose of an average person
rather than requiring labo-
ratory testing.

Dylan L. Schaffer, the at-
torney for the plaintiffs, said
the changes created a policy
that is unlawful and fails to
provide mandatory min-
imum coverage for losses
caused by a fire. It also
places residents at risk
to contaminants that may
not be visible to the human
eye.
“The illegal policy gives
FAIR Plan and its member
companies like State Farm

and Nationwide license to
refuse to properly investi-
gate and pay wildfire smoke
damage claims,” Schaffer
said.

A spokesman for the Cali-
fornia FAIR Plan Assn. said
it does not comment on

pendinglitigation.
Because of those
changes, Schaffer said,

thousands of wildfire claims
have been improperly de-
nied.

But the lawsuit also
serves as an attempt to
hold the Department of In-
surance accountable for fail-
ing to enforce its own poli-
cies.

The lawsuit alleges that
the department wrote a let-
tertothe FAIR Plan in Janu-
ary 2021 saying the amended
fire insurance policy was un-
lawful because it failed to
provide “the mandatory
minimum coverage required
by California law.”

The letter also told the
FAIR Plan that it had ob-
tained approval for its policy
based on “misrepresenta-
tions” and “concealment of
material facts,” according to
the lawsuit.

The letter directed the
FAIR Plan to reform its poli-
cies, the lawsuit says, and

Men robbed stores, bragged
on Instagram, officials say

Four L.A. County
residents are arrested
in connection with
the armed incidents.

By CORINNE PURTILL

Four Los Angeles County
men have been arrested in
connection with a series of
armed robberies of 7-Eleven
stores and a CVS last year
that they later allegedly
posted about on Instagram.

In an indictment un-
sealed this month, federal
prosecutors said Charles
Christopher, 24, of Comp-
ton; D’Angelo Spencer, 26, of
South Los Angeles; Jordan
Leonard, 25, of Torrance;
and Tazjar Rouse, 22, of Hol-
lywood committed multiple
armed robberies between
Nov. 4 and Dec. 24.

Christopher and Leon-
ard pleaded not guiltyin U.S.
District Court in downtown
Los Angeles and were or-
dered jailed without bond.
Their trial is scheduled for
Sept. 17.

Rouse appeared last
week in federal court in Kan-
sas City, Mo., and Spencer
was expected to be ar-
raigned in federal court in
Los Angeles. The indict-
ment details the alleged rob-
beries.

While at least one of the
group would remain outside
as a lookout or getaway
driver, the indictment says,
the others entered
the stores during business
hours, leaped over counters
and took money from
the cash registers that they
stuffed into a black Nike

bag.

During the robberies,
prosecutors allege, one de-
fendant, usually Christo-
pher or Leonard, pointed a
gun at a store employee or
customer and demanded
their cellphones or wallets.

The indictment also al-
leges that the men made
multiple Instagram posts af-
ter the robberies that de-
picted cash or goods match-
ing those taken from the
stores, and that showed
them wearing clothes and
with a gun apparently iden-
tical to those seen in surveil-
lance video during the
crimes.

On Nov. 4, the indictment
says, Spencer, Christopher
and two other men traveled
to a South Los Angeles 7-
Eleven in a blue BMW and
fled with $2,495.

Spencer’s Instagram ac-
count, hours later, showed
him next to a stack of cash,
wearing black clothes and a
black ski mask that
matched the description of
the clothing worn by a sus-
pect during the robbery.

On Nov. 28, the indict-
ment alleges, Christopher,
Spencer and at least one
other person stole cash and
an employee’s cellphone
from a 7-Eleven store in
South Los Angeles.

Later that day, Spencer’s
Instagram showed multiple
shots of stacks of cash.
Leonard’s account also fea-
tured a photo of cash along
with the caption “love my
bros we go hit every time,”
while tagging the Instagram
accounts of Christopher and
Spencer, according to the in-
dictment.

Two nights later, Leon-

ard posted a video on Insta-
gram of a man’s hand hold-
ing cash next to a Smith &
Wesson semiautomatic pis-
tol.

The gun in the video ap-
peared to be the same model
and finish and from the
same manufacturer as the
one captured in surveillance
video in 7-Eleven robberies
on Nov. 28, Dec. 11 and Dec.
24, according to an affidavit
made public with the indict-
ment.

On Dec. 11, the indict-
ment says, Christopher,
Leonard and Rouse entered
a CVS in Hollywood, leaped
over the counters and stole
cash and prescription medi-
cation off the shelves.

The next day, Rouse al-

legedly made several Insta-
gram posts advertising
medication for sale and
sent a direct message to an-
other user stating, “I got syr-
up.”
On Dec. 19, Spencer
posted an Instagram video
that showed a group of men
standing near a cluster of
prescription bottles and a
black plastic trash bag.

“The prescription medi-
cation bottles were identical
to the property taken during
the CVS robbery; the black
trash bag matched the one
used to store the stolen med-
ication during the CVS rob-
bery; and the clothing worn
by the depicted persons was
identical to that worn by
suspects during the crime,”
LAPD Officer James A.
Douglas wrote in an affi-
davit.

All told, the men are al-
leged to have stolen $7,617 in
cash, the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice said in a statement.

ome 1nsurer accused
equate fire coverage

review claims it had re-
jected.

The lawsuit alleges that
the results of the depart-
ment’s findings were once
again confirmed in a May
2022 report on the FAIR
Plan’s handling of wildfire
claims.

A spokesperson for the
Insurance Department did
not immediately respond to
arequest for comment.

Schaffer, who is also liti-
gating a separate suit on be-
half of more than 1,000
homeowners in Los Angeles
who say the FAIR Plan
wrongly denied their claims,
said the plan continues to
sell the same policies despite
the department’s findings.

The lawsuit asks the
court to order the associ-
ation to comply with the law
and increase the scope of
wildfire coverage in all of its
California policies.

“We’re not asking for any
money, we're just asking the
California FAIR Plan to
come into the light, to come
in where all its member
carriers are,” Schaffer said.
“They all investigate smoke
damage, they determine
smoke damage and they pay
for reasonable amounts for
remediation.”

Thefts of circuit
breakers surge;
suspect arrested

Thousands of units
were seized from
reseller, Riverside
County officials say.

BY SANDRA MCDONALD

Circuit breakers appear
to have joined the list of po-
tential targets for thieves
across the state who prey on
metals and infrastructure.

Riverside County sher-
iff’s deputies started investi-
gating an increase in circuit
breaker thefts in February,
the department said in a
news release Wednesday.
Deputies arrested 65-year-
old Eugene Popa of Perris
and seized thousands of al-
legedly stolen circuit break-
ers stacked in large storage
bins across two locations.

Deputies allege that
Popa purchased stolen cir-
cuit breakers from thieves
who took them from new
home construction sites or
retail stores. He then sought
to resell them online, depu-
ties say.

In recent years, thieves
have taken a growing
amount of copper, bronze
and other metals from
streets, buildings and con-
struction sites, hoping to sell
the goods for scrap. The
thefts have left some streets
and bridges, such as Los An-
geles’ rebuilt 6th Street
Viaduct, in the dark.

A Carson cemetery had
more than 100 plaques
stolen. Fire hydrants, with
their brass innards, became
such such popular targets
that utility companies
changed their design so
thieves could not access

their bolts as easily. Nearly a
dozen century-old light
polesin Pasadena have been
ripped from the ground.

Now, circuit breakers ap-
pear to be drawing thieves’
attention. Theidea of buying
abreakerthatisn’t newinits
packaging, though, troubles
Ronnie Gor, a licensed con-
tractor and developer.

Secondhand circuit
breakers like the ones Popa
is accused of selling online
can be dangerous. If repair-
ing a circuit breaker in your
home, you should stick to a
new breaker and call a li-
censed electrician, Gor said.

“If something goes
wrong, your life could be in
danger,” she said.

As a protection against
theft during construction,
circuit breakers typically go
into homes that are almost
finished and have locks or
other forms of security al-
ready in place, Gor said.
She’s had tools and other
equipment stolen from job
sites, she said, but never cir-
cuit breakers.

Individual circuit break-
ers can cost $7 to more than
$60, depending on amperage
and model.

Paul Dashevsky of
GreatBuildz, a site that
helps connect consumers
with contractors, said cir-
cuit breakers were stolen out
of a home he was renovating
for sale about 10 years ago,
but none since then. “One
day you have your electrical
panel,” he said, “and the
next day you have no
switches.”

The cost to replace them
was about $400, he said.
“Certainly it’s frustrating,”
he said, but the loss didn’t
break the bank.

KEN TANNENBAUM Getty Images/iStockphoto

BUYERS should avoid secondhand circuit breakers,
including stolen ones, a licensed electrician says: “If
something goes wrong, your life could be in danger.”

Man carried out fatal shooting from
back of bus in S.F., prosecutors say

Jose Adrian Flores
Garcia is accused of
killing Alex Fernando
Torres on June 18.

By NATHAN SOLIS

A 28-year-old man has
been charged with murderin
connection with a deadly
drive-by shooting from the
back of a city bus in San
Francisco.

According to the San
Francisco district attorney’s
office, the man, Jose Adrian
Flores Garcia of San Fran-
cisco, was riding a Muni bus
around 11 p.m. June 18 when
his victim and two of their
friends got on the bus.

The trio later got off at
Mission Street and Silver
Avenue and Flores Garcia
remained aboard the bus,
the district attorney’s office
said in a news release last
week.

After the trio got off the
bus, prosecutors allege, Flo-
res Garcia opened a bus win-
dow, stuck his arm out and
shot at the victim. He then
allegedly yelled at the bus
driver to drive away from the
scene.

When San Francisco po-
lice arrived, they found the
unarmed victim, who later
died from his injuries, ac-
cording to the D.A.’s office.
The San Francisco medical
examiner’s office identified
thevictim as23-year-old San
Francisco resident Alex Fer-
nando Torres.

Authorities have not re-
vealed a motive behind the
shooting.

Flores Garcia was ar-
rested July 18 after an inves-
tigation by San Francisco
police, according to the dis-
trict attorney’s office. He
was charged with murder
and discharging a firearm
from a moving vehicle, with
the allegations that he com-
mitted a drive-by murder

and personally and inten-
tionally discharged a fire-
arm, according to prose-
cutors.

“I would like to offer my
condolences to the victim’s
family and friends,” San
Francisco Dist. Atty. Brooke
Jenkins said in a statement.
“The cold-blooded Killing
and use of public trans-
portation to flee the scene in
this case is chilling. Al-
though nothing we do can
bring the victim back, my of-
fice will do everything in our
power to fight for justice in
this case.”

Flores Garcia is sched-
uled to appearin court Tues-
day. Although charges have
been filed against a suspect,
prosecutors want members
of the public to come for-
ward with any tips about the
shooting or the case. Con-
tact the San Francisco Po-
lice Department Tip Line at
(415) 575-4444 or text a tip to
TIP411 and begin the text
message with SFPD.

JEFF CHIU Associated Press

“THE COLD-BLOODED killing and use of public transportation to flee the scene
in this case is chilling,” Dist. Atty. Brooke Jenkins said. Above, a Muni bus.
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County ethics

proposal called
‘half-baked’

[Ethies, from Bi]

ity issues for the advocacy
group California Common
Cause, sent the supervisors
aletter warning that the bal-
lot proposal lacks the neces-
sary specifics, and safe-
guards, to ensure the new
ethics commission is truly
independent.

Some of the details sur-
rounding the ethics propos-
al — which calls not just fora
new commission but also an
office of ethics compliance
and the creation of an ethics
compliance officer — would
be worked out after the bal-
lot measure is approved by
voters.

Horvath has said she is
committed to making the
new ethics commission truly
independent. At the same
time, she has repeatedly re-
minded her colleagues that
she is not interested in let-
ting “the perfect be the ene-
my of the good.”

That argument has not
swayed Rob Quan, an organ-
izer with Unrig LA, which
has pushed for anti-corrup-
tionmeasures at the city and
county. Quan said the ballot
language leaves open the
possibility that members of
the ethics commission could
be removed by the supervi-
sors for political reasons.

Quan told the supervi-
sors that the ethics proposal
“feels like cheap sweetener
thrown in to punch up the
other reforms.”

“To say these are half-

baked reforms is actually a
gross overstatement,” he
said. “This might be the
least independent ethics
commission ever imagined.
Telling voters otherwise
would be deeply mislead-
ing.”

Horvath’s proposal,
which was co-authored with
Supervisor Janice Hahn,
has drawn opposition from
someone Kkeenly familiar
with the formation of ethics
agencies.

Former Los Angeles City
Councilmember Ruth Gal-
anter, who held office from
1987102003, said she thinks a
new county ethics commis-
sion would be a waste of
money. Galanter signed the
ballot argument opposing
Charter Amendment H,
which created the city’s eth-
ics commission.

That measure, which was
approved by voters in 1990,
ushered in an array of
changes, including public
funding for political cam-
paigns. It also delivered a
major pay increase to L.A.
City Council members,
which Galanter opposed.

Galanter believes a new
county ethics commission
would simply duplicate the
work of the Fair Political
Practices Commission,
which is charged with en-
forcing campaign finance
and conflict-of-interest laws
up and down the state. She
said the FBI and the L.A.
County district attorney, not

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

THE CITY of L.A. has had an ethics panel for years. Now, one is pitched as part of a county ballot measure.

the city Ethics Commission,
have been responsible for
uncovering major corrup-
tion at City Hall in recent
years.

“We have the evidence,”
she said. “They’ve had a city
ethics commission for 30
years. And does it make any-
body more ethical? It
doesn’t appear to. It doesn’t
work.”

Galanter has expressed
interest in writing the ballot
argument against the pro-
posal for board expansion
and the new ethics office.

Horvath, for her part, has
been working to rebut the
critics, pointing out that the
work of the ethics office
would go well beyond root-
ing out misconduct, taking
on tasks such as educating
voters and making election
information more easily
available.

Once the new office is up
and running, Horvath said,
it would ensure online ac-
cess to an array of campaign
material. For the county,

JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

FORMER L.A. County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas was convicted on cor-
ruption charges involving votes he cast while in office. He has filed an appeal.

that would be a sea change.
The city’s ethics agency,
which has dozens of employ-
ees and a budget of more
than $6 million, has made a
huge amount of election ma-

terial — campaign mailers,
radio ads, television com-
mercials — accessible to the
public on its website. Those
aren’t available on the coun-
ty’s site.

The proposal still needs
one final board vote before
heading to the ballot. Even if
voters reject it this fall, the
county could still create a
new ethics office.

A defamation suit over origins of Flamin’ Hot Cheetos

[Flamin’ Hot, from B1]
according to the lawsuit.
“Dissatisfied that Mr. Mon-
tanez — a poor, uneducated
Mexican plant worker and
janitor — had successfully
developed a new product,
Frito-Lay’s R&D personnel
completely shut out Mr.
Montanez from the devel-
opment process,” the law-
suit says.

Separately, a similar but
unrelated Flamin’ Hot Chee-

tos test product went out
around 1990 in Detroit, Chi-
cago and other markets in
the central United States,
managed by a separate divi-
sion within Frito-Lay, the
lawsuit says. Montanez was
unaware of those test prod-
ucts, according to the com-
plaint.

“Only recently has it be-
come clear that the discrimi-
natory and hostile treat-
ment that Mr. Montafnez en-
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David Scott EATON

March 16, 1940 -
July 22, 2024

David Scott Eaton, 84,
passed away peacefully at
home on Monday, July 22,
2024. David was born in Erie,
Pennsylvania, and settled in
Los Angeles after completing
his Navy service (mainly in
Asia) in 1961.

After 27 years with the U.S.
Postal Service, David retired
in 2003 to “oversee” the
remodeling of his Glendale
home; scour book stores,
swap meets, and toy soldier
shops for must have items;
fish with his sons as often as
they could; and, when Sheila
retired, travel internationally
to enjoy local food, drink and
sites of interest in Japan,
London, Spain and Portugal,
and domestically to cruise
the Mississippi River and
visit nearby Civil War sites,
enjoy opera in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, and cheer for
the UCLA football team at
away games.

David is survived by
Sheila, his wife of 47 years;
three sons, Mike (Selina),
Dave (Kristen), and Aaron
(Shannon); sister Gloria Bean;
brother J.C. (Cheryl) Eaton; his
extended family, including
in-laws, nieces and nephews;
and many supportive friends
and long-time neighbors.
David was predeceased by
his brother Bill.

No memorial services are
planned, but we ask those
who knew David to celebrate
in ways unique to each, recall
the times they shared and
raise a glass, or many, of their
favorite beverages to toast
a life well lived. If you wish,
donations in David’s memory
may be made to the Pasadena
Humane Society, 361 S.
Raymond Ave,, Pasadena CA
91105.
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dured from Frito-Lay’s
R&D group was intended to
discourage or disadvantage
the development of Mr.
Montanez’s spicy Cheetos in
order to heavily favor the
Midwest division’s formu-
lation, spearheaded by more
traditional R&D employ-
ees,” the lawsuit alleges.

The lawsuit claims that
Frito-Lay changed the way it
talked about Montanez’s
role in creating Flamin’ Hot
Cheetos, “which can only be
explained by some combina-
tion of a regime change,
spite, and deep-seated rac-
ism.” The shift caused po-
tential documentaries
about Montanez’s life to be
abandoned, the lawsuit
says.

His version of the story
was told in the 2023 film
“Flamin’ Hot,” directed by
Eva Longoria, and in two
memoirs.

The Times article, which
included 20 interviews of for-
mer Frito-Lay product de-
velopment employees, said
no one could recall Mon-
tanez’s story of a janitor
pitching to the chief execu-
tive a new spicy snack that

ScoTT OLSON Getty Images

THE SUIT says Frito-Lay changed how it described
Montaifiez’s role in creating Flamin’ Hot Cheetos.

would cater to the Latino
community.

Montanez, who worked
his way up the ranks to be-
come avice president of mul-
ticultural marketing and
sales at PepsiCo, claims in
the lawsuit that the com-
pany pushed him to make
company-approved spee-
ches telling his story to large
audiences across the coun-
try while he worked there.

After he retired in 2019, he
continued on to a second ca-
reer as a motivational
speaker and consultant.
Prior to publication of
Frito-Lay’s remarks in The
Times, the lawsuit says,
Montanez booked 35 en-
gagements per year at
$10,000 to $50,000 per speech.
“Since the article’s publica-
tion, and Defendants’ con-
tinued and relentless cam-

paign to spread misinforma-
tion about him, Mr. Mon-
tanez has lost numerous
partnerships, and seen a sig-
nificant decrease in book-
ings, having booked just four
speaking engagements this
year,” the lawsuit alleges.

A Frito-Lay spokes-
person said the company
would not comment on
pending litigation.

Shortly after the initial
publication of The Times’
article in 2021, Montanez
posted a video to his Insta-
gram account, addressed to
“allyouyoungleaders.”

“I don’t care what room
you're in, there’s always
somebody in the room that’s
goingto try to steal your des-
tiny. They may even say you
never existed,” Montanez
says to the camera. “I want
you to do this: Write down
your history, because if you
don’t, somebody else will.
Remember that. And also
remember this, the best way
to destroy a positive mes-
sage is to destroy the mes-
senger. Never allow that to
happen to you. I'm certainly
not going to allow it to hap-
pentome.”

‘Out of this world’: Missy Elliott beaming over
NASA JPLs transmission of her hit to Venus

Hip-hop classic “The
Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)’
travels at the speed of
light on its journey.

By TYRONE BEASON

Temperatures on Venus
hover around 870 degrees,
but the second-closest plan-
et to the sun got a little bit
cooler recently when NASA
showered it with Missy Elli-
ott’s hit song “The Rain
(SupaDupaFly).”

The feat took place at
10:05 a.m. July 12, when
NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in La Canada
Flintridge beamed the song
via a 12-foot-wide radio dish
antenna near Barstow, Calif.

The signal crossed the
solar system at the speed of
light, covering a distance of
about 158 million miles in
just 14 minutes.

The transmitter, which is
coincidentally also named
Venus, is part of the Deep
Space Network, or DSN. The
network is an array of radio
antennas that’s used to
track, send commands and
receive scientific data from
spacecraft headed to the
moon and elsewhere in the
solar system.

NASA catapulted Elliott,
who released the song on
July 15, 1997, into the record

TYRONE BEASON Los Angeles Times

MISSY ELLIOTT performs during her space-
themed Out of This World tour on July 12 at Crypto-
.com Arena, where she dressed as an astronaut.

books. It was the first hip-
hop track, and only the sec-
ond song ever, that NASA
has radioed into space. The
Beatles’ “Across the Uni-
verse” was the first.

The “Evening Star” —
which is also known as the
“Morning Star” when visible
at sunrise —is the artist’s fa-
vorite planet.

“I still can’t believe I'm
going out of this world with
NASA through the Deep
Space Network when ‘The
Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)’ be-
comes the first ever hip-hop
song to transmit to space!”
Elliott said in a NASA state-
ment ahead of the event. “I
chose Venus because it sym-
bolizes strength, beauty,
and empowerment and I am

so0 humbled to have the op-
portunity to share my art
and my message with the
universe!”

NASA’s collaboration
with the futuristic artist
arises as the agency pre-
pares for two upcoming, un-
crewed Venus missions
aimed at gathering data
about the mysterious plan-
et, where an atmosphere
made up mostly of carbon
dioxide and clouds of sulfu-
ric acid create unlivable con-
ditions for Earthlings.

The partnership is fitting
because “both space explo-
ration and Missy Elliott’s art
have been about pushing
boundaries,” said NASA
spokeswoman Brittany
Brown, who initially reached

out to Elliott’s team.

The interplanetary mu-
sic drop took place on the
second night of Elliott’s
swing through Los Angeles
on her space-themed Out of
This World tour at Crypto-
.com Arena in Los Angeles,
the first headlining tour of
her three-decade career.
And it came days after the
famous Cancer treated fans
to a free party in downtown
L.A. to celebrate her
birthday — complete with
an air show in which choreo-
graphed drones took the
shape of her face as well as a
flying saucer.

Opening the concert for
Elliott were longtime pro-
ducing partner Timbaland,
the rapper Busta Rhymes
and singer Ciara.

The “Get Ur Freak On”
singer wowed fans again
with dancers in glow-in-the-
dark costumes, projections
of spaceships and an anima-
tion of Elliott dressed as an
astronaut and grinning as
she glides through the cos-
mos.

Fans were given wrist-
bands with remote-con-
trolled lights that flickered
like stars to the beat.

At the close of the show,
Elliott was lifted by a hy-
draulic riser with jets of
smoke streaming around
her, as if she were ascending
to the heavens in the mother
ship.
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9 more allege sex abuse while at Rosemead High School

[Students, from B1]
complaints were ignored or
that school administrators
conducted internal investi-
gations that ultimately went
nowhere.

One woman said she was
targeted in the 1990s by mul-
tiple employees who made
inappropriate actions
toward her, but she couldn’t
find help from people she
trusted at her school.

“It was my mentor that I
turned to, and my mentor
became my rapist,” the
woman said during a news
conference last week at Car-
rillo Law Firm, which is rep-
resentingthe womenin their
lawsuit.

“Our voices should have
mattered,” she said.

She was surprised to see
that the other women
named in the lawsuit were
younger than her, meaning
that the alleged abuse did
not end with her class and
continued for years.

The women are identified
as Jane Does in the com-
plaint, and they asked to re-
main anonymous for fear of
retaliation from any sup-
porters of the men whose
names appear in the com-
plaint.

The Times’ policy is not
to name victims of sexual as-
sault who do not want to be
identified.

For years, some of the
women did not realize that
they were victims of sexual
abuse until a startling arti-

3.
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SIX WOMEN, photographed in a way to protect their identities, appear at a news conference this month.

cle brought them back to
what they had endured, they
said.

The lawsuit cites “The
Predator’s Playground” by
Business Insider journalist
Matt Drange, a Rosemead
High School alumnus, who
initially reported on sexual
abuse allegations made
against his former journal-
ism advisor. Drange’s article
described a culture of inap-
propriate actions openly

Antisemitism led
to ‘hostile’ climate

at school,

[Carmel, from Bi]

The database shows the
investigation opened in
2022, when a female student,
who was not identified, al-
leged that the district dis-
criminated against Jewish
students by failing to
“promptly and effectively”
respond to reports of swas-
tika drawings at an uniden-
tified school. The student
also said that the district re-
taliated against her after she
alleged discrimination,
though investigators did not
find sufficient evidence to
substantiate this claim.

Investigators found nine
instances involving swas-
tikas and one instance of the
N-word in 2021 and 2022.
During the 2023-24 school
year, six more incidents of
harassment were reported.
Due to high staff turnover,
the district said, no records
could be found for the 2022-
23 school year.

Although district offi-
cials investigated several of
the incidents and sought
disciplinary measures, they
failed to prevent them from
happening again. They also
did not recognize and try to
eliminate the hostile envi-
ronment the incidents cre-
ated for Jewish students, ac-
cording to the letter.

In repeated instances of
swastika graffitiin the bath-
rooms, staff reviewed hand-
writing samples and cam-
pus security recordings and
monitored the bathrooms
before and after class, but
were unable to find the per-
sonresponsible.

Swastikas were also
found on desks, on rulers
and on a student’s skin, the
investigators found. One
student was suspended.

Though administrators
visited classrooms to dis-
cuss hate speech, graffiti
and the consequences for
such actions, they did not
discuss swastikas or the
meaning behind them, the
federal report said. The
school also could not prove
that it offered counseling to
those who witnessed or were
victimized by the harass-
ment.

“All we received was an
unhelpful five-minute spiel

U.S. says

in ... class,” a student said
during public comments at a
2022 Board of Education
meeting. “The five-minute
spiel just said that hate
speech was happening and
that the consequences
would be suspension and
possibly expulsion.”

By that point, the school
had formed an Anti-Hate
Speech Task Force made up
of students, staffand admin-
istrators. They held at least
10 meetings, set goals toward
improving the school cli-
mate and sent out a race re-
lations survey, which found
that 40.5% of respondents
were “upset” when they
learned about the “racially
motivated hate graffiti in
bathrooms, on backpacks,
and elsewhere.”

However, the Office of
Civil Rights found no evi-
dence that tangible steps
were taken to meet those
goals or change the campus
climate.

The incidents continued
in the 2023-24 school year.
The Office of Civil Rights re-
ceived reports of more swas-
tika graffiti and a Hitler ref-
erence, destruction of a
movie poster and a verbal
threat by a student target-
ing Jewish people that was
not investigated, according
to the letter.

As part of its agreement
with the Department of Ed-
ucation, the district will ad-
dress incidents of alleged
harassment dating back to
2021, revise and disseminate
its harassment policies and
procedures, and develop a
new way to track com-
plaints. District officials
have also agreed to educate
students and parents on the
types of discrimination that
Title VI prohibits and how to
report alleged violations,
conduct a school climate
survey with an eye toward
antisemitism and come up
with a planto address there-
sults.

On the administrative
side, the district must train
those responsible for inves-
tigating and resolving com-
plaints on how to do so, and
relay those responses to the
Office of Civil Rights for the
next two years.

Google Maps
OFFICIALS with the Carmel Unified School District
agreed to take 10 actions to address Jewish students’
complaints of antisemitic harassment on campus.

carried out by teachers and
school employees — an envi-
ronment in which teachers
sent inappropriate text mes-
sages to their students and
administrators ignored
complaints for years.

Teachers told students
that they should wear re-
vealing clothes or that they
had “bedroom eyes,” accord-
ing to the complaint.

The women accused the
district of negligence, alleg-

ing it allowed the perpetra-
tors to continue to abuse
their victims. These men
were “cloaked within the fa-
cade of normalcy” at the
school district, according to
the complaint.

The lawsuit seeks dam-
ages from only the school
district, although it identi-
fiesanumber of the teachers
and staffers whom the wom-
en accused of abusing them.
The El Monte Union High

School District did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

A lawsuit filed in May on
behalf of three women
named Rosemead High ten-
nis coach Wing Chan, former
teacher Alex Rai and former
cross-country coach Ed-
uardo Escobar as defend-
ants, along with the school
district.

Attorney Luis Carrillo
said that the statute of limi-

tations for bringing criminal
charges related to the al-
leged abuse has lapsed.

The district continues to
contest the allegations, ac-
cording to an internal email
that was shared by the law
firm during the news confer-
ence.

During the news confer-
ence, the women tearfully re-
layed how the abuse they say
they experienced as stu-
dents has affected theirlives
in a multitude of ways that
they cannot fully describe.

As students, they said,
they were worried about be-
coming pregnant by their
teachers and mentors. They
lived with fear and anxiety
about calling unwanted at-
tention to themselves. One
oftheirabusers claimed that
if they revealed what was
happening, it would ruin his
career and family life, ac-
cording to the women.

The consequences of the
school’s grooming culture,
the women said, have rip-
pled through their lives for
years.

One of the women added
that there was “nothing
more terrifying” than know-
ing that some of the men
who target young girls are
still employed at the school
district.

Speaking to any current
students at Rosemead High
School who may be victims
and not know it themselves,
she said, “Please know that
you’re not alone.”
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| Legal Notices

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION (CEC) invites pub-
lic comments on the Initial Study and Proposed Nega-
tive Declaration for amendments to the statewide
2025 Building Energy Efficiency Standards (codified
in California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Parts 1 and
6), referred to as the “Proposed 2025 Amendments!
These documents were prepared in accordance with
the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.

Project Description

The CEC is considering revisions to the statewide
California Building Energy Efficiency Standards (also
known as the Energy Code). The Energy Code es-
tablishes minimum energy efficiency levels for new
buildings and for additions and alterations to existing
buildings.

The Proposed 2025 Amendments focus on residential
and nonresidential building enclosures, multifam-
ily domestic hot water heating, and heat pumps for
space heating and water heating. Additional topics in-
clude requirements for new pool and spa water heat-
ing systems, updated battery energy storage system
requirements for specified buildings, industrial pipe
insulation requirements, and additional electric-ready
requirements. The amendments aim to improve clari-
ty, consistency, and alignment with national standards
and other parts of the California Building Standards
Code.

Environmental Impact

CEC staff have determined that the proposed project
does not have a significant effect on the environment.

Public Hearing

The public hearing to discuss and possibly adopt will
be scheduled on September 11, 2024.

Document Availability

The documents will be available on July 29, 2024
at https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-
topics/programs/building-energy-efficiency-
standards/2025-building-energy-efficiency. ~ Submit
comments by 5 p.m. on August 29, 2024.

Commenting

Comments can be submitted online, via email, or by
mail.

Electronic commenting system:

https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Lists/DocketLog.
aspx?docketnumber=24-BSTD-01

Email: docket@energy.ca.gov (include docket number
24-BSTD-01 in the subject line)

Mailing Address: California Energy Commission, Dock-
et Unit, Docket No. 24-BSTD-01, 715 P Street, MS-4,
Sacramento, CA 95814.

Copies of the Initial Study and Proposed Negative
Declaration and all documents incorporated by refer-
ence are available for review during business hours
at California Energy Commission, 715 P Street, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814

Public Participation

To receive notice of any updates to this proceeding,
including notice of the public meeting when this topic
will be discussed, please subscribe at https://public.
govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31895.

The CEC'’s Office of the Public Advisor, Energy Equity,
and Tribal Affairs provides assistance with public par-
ticipation. Contact the Public Advisor’s Office at (916)
957-7910 or publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov.

Media Inquiries

Contact CEC's Media Office at (916) 654-4989 or medi-
aoffice@energy.ca.gov.
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Legal Notices | Legal Notices

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 23STFL11933

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Lori Ann Rosene

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
Daniel Joseph King

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

Stanley Mosk Courthouse

111 N. Hill Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Michael L. Whitmarsh

1900 Avenue of The Stars, Suite 1850

Los Angeles, CA 90067

310-552-3505

Date: (Fecha) November 11,2023

David W. Slayton Clerk
(Secretario)
L. Murillo  Deputy
(Adjunto)
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

The units The noise
brand-new. is driving
78\ This is not me crazy!
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HE WAS TRYING TO FIND OUT
WHERE THE RATTLING SOUND WAS

OHO®

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

\ COMING FROM BUT COULDN'T ---
Now arrange the circled letters
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Jumbles: RUNNY

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)
GLOAT BASKET WINDOW
The skunk Olympic gymnast was doing well until
she — “STUNK” THE LANDING
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Today in Southern California Today in North America

A warmup on the way: High temperatures near the historical average are expected again across much of the Stormy northern Plains: The northern Plains and western Midwest will

region as a dome of heat remains in the east across the southern plains. Morning low clouds are expected but continue to feel the effects as severe weather trudges through the region.

will be confined primarily within a few miles of the coast. Another stretch of heat will return, especially in This time around, large hail will be one of the main threats in addition to
interior areas, as temperatures begin to tick up Wednesday. isolated tornadoes and strong winds.

5-day forecasts _ - A -

y Pressure: Low High Warm Front Cold Front Jet Stream Trough

High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone. 2 54 %% LN
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Canada’s fast rise
1S NOW 1n question

After Olympic spying
scandal, it’s fair to
wonder if success
came from cheating.

KEVIN BAXTER
ON SOCCER

PARIS — So how we
know what helped fuel
Canadian soccer’s rise from
pretender to global con-
tender. It wasn’t just grit,
camaraderie and good
coaching that got the coun-
try into the men’s World Cup
for the first this century and
earned its women’s team
three straight trips to the
Olympic medal stand.

There were also drones
involved.

Last week, the women’s
national team was caught
spying on New Zealand in
advance of the Olympic
opener for both countries,
and the damage that has
been done to Canadian
soccer two years before the
World Cup returns to North
America could be devas-
tating. The country’s soccer
federation and FIFA have
both launched investiga-
tions, with federation chief
executive Kevin Blue saying
he fears cheating might
have become a “long-term,
deeply embedded systemic”
part ofthe national team’s
culture.

This all blew up last week
when Joseph Lombardi, an
analyst with the Canadian
women’s team, was stopped
by French police after he
retrieved a drone that had
been flying over the New
Zealand team’s training.
Canada’s Olympic commit-
tee quickly moved to control
the damage in the hope of
keeping the scandal from
growing larger.

It was a plan that failed
miserably.

First it expelled Lom-
bardi and assistant coach
Jasmine Mander, who was
aware of Lombardi’s activ-
ities, and backed coach Bev
Priestman’s decision to sit
out the New Zealand game
as an act of contrition. But
the more investigators and

reporters, especially those
at the Toronto Globe and
Mail and TSN, began to pull
at theloose threads of the
story, the more it began to
unravel.

Lombardi, it turned out,
also flew drones over a
second New Zealand prac-
tice. That led to the expul-
sion of Priestman, who at
first was evasive about the
accusations, dodging direct
questions from reporters
and telling the Canadian
Olympic Committee that
she was unaware of what her
staff was doing.

Filming an opponent’s
practice — especially a
closed practice — can be
extremely helpful to a
coaching staff because it
canreveal formations, the
likely starting lineup and
who is taking the penalty
kicks and set pieces. So
FIFA, which manages the
men’s and women’s tourna-
ments in the Summer
Games, got involved, sus-
pending Priestman for a
year, fining the team about
$225,000 and deducting six
points from Canada’s total
in the group-stage table,
severely hindering its
chances of successfully
defending the gold medal it
won in Tokyo three years
ago.

Priestman, just 38, prob-
ably has coached her final
game for Canada.

But that’s just the puni-
shment. It turns out the
drone flights in France
reportedly weren't isolated
incidents, but rather a
regular practice.

According to the Canadi-
an sports network TSN,
assistant coaches and con-
tractors working with Cana-
da’s men’s and women’s
teams have for years been
secretly filming the closed-
door training sessions of
opponents, including dur-
ing the Tokyo Olympics and
in men’s qualifying for the
2022 World Cup.

John Herdman, now the
manager at Toronto FC, was
the men’s coach when Cana-
dawon that CONCACAF
qualifying tournament to
advance to the World Cup
for the first time in 36 years.

HaMIsH BLAIR Associated Press

CANADA COACH Bev Priestman was suspended by
FIFA for a year after staff secretly filmed opponents.

Herdman had previously
coached the women’s team,
taking it fromlast inits
group in the 2011 World Cup
to the quarterfinals four
years later and to bronze
medals — Canada’s first
Olympic medals in women’s
soccer —in London and Rio
de Janeiro.

Anuncomfortable Herd-
man called news of the
sSpying “a surprise and a
shock” and, like Priestman,
repeatedly danced around
direct questions before
saying, “I'm highly confi-
dent in my time as a head
coach at an Olympic Games
or World Cup, we’ve never
been involved in any of those
activities.”

Which might be true, but
the answer seemed strange-
ly precise — apparently with
good reason. According to
TSN, Canada, under Herd-
man, used a drone to record
aU.S. training session be-
fore a 2019 game in Florida,
and two years later Hon-
duras stopped a training
session in Toronto after
someone spotted a drone
ahead of a World Cup quali-
fier against Herdman’s
team.

Priestman is a Herdman
protegee, having played and
learned underhimasa
12-year-old in England, then
following him to Canada as
an assistant coach with the
women’s team.

American Jesse Marsch
took over the Canadian
men’s team in May and
federation CEO Blue said
the coach told him he de-
nounced the use of drones
to spy on competition.

Players, meanwhile,
scrambled to defend their
reputations.

“Iwant to be clear that
having been a national team
player for 23 years, we were
never shown or discussed
drone footage in team or
individual meetings I've
been present for,” Christine
Sinclair, a three-time
Olympic medalist and the
all-time leading scorer, male
or female, in international
soccer history, wrote on
Instagram. Sinclair, now
retired from the national
team, played for both Herd-
man and Priestman.

Blue seemed to back
that, telling reporters the
playersin France never saw
any of the video taken by
Lombardi. But sources told
TSN the practice of filming
opponents’ training ses-
sions was an open secret
among the staff, which
justified it based in the false
beliefthat other teams were
doing it as well.

Infact, the practice was
so prevalent and accepted
in Canada that when con-
tractorsrefused to take
part, they were replaced,
TSN said.

That reporting will make
it difficult to pin the blame
solely on the two head
coaches since, as Blue sug-
gested, the cheating seems
to have been systemic. So
expect more penalties —
and revelations — to be
announced as the investiga-
tions by FIFA and Canada
Soccer continue, although
the size and depth of those
penalties could be limited
since Canada has already
invested heavily in prepara-
tions to stage 13 World Cup
games in 2026.

Inthe meantime, expect
Canada to keep its drones
grounded.

For foil fencer Itkin,
historic bronze a ‘blur’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

American foil fencer Nick
Itkin won the bronze-medal
bout 15-12 Monday night
against Kazuki Iimura to
add that medal to the team
bronze he won in Tokyo.

“It’'sablur. It’s so fast, but
it’s a moment of relief,” he
said.

After Lee Kiefer and Lau-
ren Scruggs won gold and
silver in women’s foil Sun-
day, Itkin’s medal made it
the first time that the U.S.
has won individual medals
in men’s and women’s fenc-
ing events at the same
Olympics.

Hong Kong had won just
two Olympic gold medals be-
fore Paris. It has doubled
that tally inside of three
days, thanks to its fencers.
Cheung Ka Long beat Italy’s
Filippo Macchi 15-14 in a
dramatic final with three
stoppages on 14-14 for video
reviews before Cheung was
finally awarded the point he
needed to defend the gold he
won in Tokyo in 2021.

It was the second gold
medal in Paris for Hong
Kong after Vivian Kong Man
Wai won the women’s epee
Saturday.

U.S. women open
with win over Japan

A’ja Wilson scored 24
points and Breanna Stewart
added 22 to help the U.S.
beat Japan 102-76 in the
Olympic basketball opener
forboth teams.

The Americans have a 56-
game Olympic winning
streak that dates to the 1992
Barcelona Games.

Japan, which was se-
verely undersized against
the U.S., used its frenetic
style of shooting threes off
drives to the basket to try to
keep the game close. It
worked for about 17 minutes
as Japantrailed by only 37-32
with 3:01 left before the half.
The U.S.thenscored 13 of the
final 19 points before break,
including a three-point play
by Wilson with 8.2 seconds
left to open up a double-digit
lead.

Gauff, Djokovic
reach third round

Coco Gauff is making it
look easy at the Paris
Olympics so far, adding a 6-1,
6-1 victory over Maria Lour-
des Carle of Argentina in the
second round of singles to
her growing collection oflop-
sided results.

Her match was played at
Court Suzanne Lenglen at
the same time that, across
the way at Court Philippe
Chatrier, Novak Djokovic
was beating Rafael Nadal 6-1,
6-4 in the 60th head-to-head
matchup between two rivals
who have 46 Grand Slam ti-
tles between them.

Gaulff said she was “kind
of sad” that she missed the
chance to watch a contest
between two players who
“mean alot” to their sport.

Gauff’s American team-
mates, Danielle Collins and
Emma Navarro, also won.
Collins eliminated 2018 Aus-
tralian Open champion Car-
oline Wozniacki 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Men moving into the
third round included Carlos
Alcaraz, who defeated Tal-
lon Griekspoor of the
Netherlands 6-1, 7-6 (3).

U.S. women dealt

rare water polo loss

The U.S. women’s water
polo team was handed arare
lossin Saint-Denis, falling 13-
l1toBea Ortizand Spainina
rematch of the final at the
Tokyo Games.

The U.S. is going for its
fourth consecutive gold
medal. No team — men or
women — has won four
straight water polo titles at
the Olympics. It was the pro-
gram’s second loss at the
Olympics since the 2008 fi-
nal. It went 5-0-1 in London,
6-0 in Rio and 6-1in Tokyo.

Budinger, Evans
win opener on sand

Chase Budinger, the for-
mer Arizona and profes-
sional basketball player and
his partner, Miles Evans,
beat host France in straight
sets 21-14, 2111 to win their
opening match of the beach
volleyball tournament.
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PARIS OLYMPICS
MEDALS TABLE

THE LEADERS

WEDNESDAY'’S TV
LISTINGS

Live TV broadcasts unless noted (subject
to change). All events stream live on
NBCOlympics.com or Peacock with a
streaming or cable login. Paris 1 Extra and
Paris 2 Extra are temporary channels
available on most cable and satellite
packages. All times Pacific.

MULTIPLE SPORTS

1 a.m.-7 a.m.: Basketball, handball,
field hockey, table tennis and more | Paris
Extra 1

1a.m.-9:20 a.m.: Judo, boxing,
shooting and more | Paris Extra 2

6:50 a.m.-8 a.m.: Fencing and archery
| USA

7 a.m.-2 p.m.: Soccer, handball, water
polo and more | Paris Extra 1

8:15 a.m.-9:30 a.m.: Basketball and
3x3 basketball | E!

9:20 a.m.-2 p.m.: Archery, fencing,
boxing, badminton and more | Paris Extra
2

8 p.m.-11 p.m.: “Primetime in Paris”:
Swimming, men’s gymnastics, diving and
more | NBC

3X3 BASKETBALL

Pool play

3:30 a.m.: Men’s pool play (delay) |
USA

Noon: Women: France vs. Spain
12:30 p.m.: Women: United States
vs. Azerbaijan | E!

1:05 p.m.: Men: Lithuania vs. France |
E!

1:30 p.m.: Men: United States vs.
Poland | NBC

ARCHERY

5 a.m.: Men’s and women'’s individual
eliminations | USA

5:45 a.m.: Men’s and women’s Round
of 32 | E!

BADMINTON

Group play

1:15 a.m.: Men’s and women'’s singles
and doubles | USA

BASKETBALL

Men’s group play

2:30 a.m.: Australia vs. Spain | CNBC
8:15 a.m.: France vs. Brazil | CNBC,
Telemundo

12:15 p.m.: Greece vs. Canada | CNBC
5 p.m.: Germany vs. Japan (delay) | USA

BEACH VOLLEYBALL

Pool play

1 a.m.: Women: Huberli/Brunner
(Switzerland) vs. Ludwig/Lippmann
(Germany) | E!

6 a.m.: Women: Hughes/Cheng
(United States) vs. Vieira/Chamereau
(France) | NBC

1:45 p.m.: Women: Melissa/Brandie
(Canada) vs. Esmee/Zoe (Switzerland)
(delay) | USA

CANOE SLALOM
10:45 a.m.: Women'’s single final
(delay) | USA

CYCLING BMX

4:10 a.m.: Women's freestyle park final
| USA

5:45 a.m.: Men’s freestyle park final |
USA

DIVING
2 a.m.: Women’s synchronized 10-meter
platform final | E!

EQUESTRIAN
7 a.m.: Dressage individual grand prix,
Day 2 (delay) | E!

FENCING

6:50 a.m.: Men’s sabre team classifica-
tions, eliminations | USA

1:30 p.m.: Men’s team sabre team
bronze/gold finals (delay) | E!

FIELD HOCKEY

Women'’s pool play

4:15 a.m.: Australia vs. United States |
E!

GYMNASTICS

8:30 a.m.: Men’s all-around final | NBC
8 p.m.: “Primetime in Paris”: Men’s
all-around final (replay) | NBC

HANDBALL
Men’s group play
3 p.m.: France vs. Egypt (delay) | USA

ROWING

2:50 a.m.: Men’s and women'’s double
sculls semifinals; men’s and women’s
quad sculls finals | E!

SOCCER

Women’s group play

10 a.m.: Australia vs. United States |
E!, Universo

Noon: Colombia vs. Canada | Universo

SWIMMING
2 a.m.: Qualifying heats | USA

G:5
S:4

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
G:5
S:3
B:1

THE OTHERS

Country
Italy
Canada
Hong Kong
Kazakhstan
South Africa
Brazil
Sweden
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Germany
Belgium
Moldova
Azerbaijan
Romania
Uzbekistan
Fiji

Kosovo
Mongolia
Poland
Tunisia
Croatia
Egypt
Spain
Hungary
India
Ireland

Mexico
Slovakia
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
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7 a.m.: Qualifying heats | NBC

11:15 a.m.: Women’s 100-meter
freestyle final; men’s 200 butterfly final;
women’s 200 butterfly semifinals;
women’s 1,500 freestyle final; men’s 200
backstroke semifinals; women’s 200
breaststroke semifinals; men’s 200
breaststroke final; men’s 100-meter
freestyle final

8 p.m.: “Primetime in Paris”: Swimming
finals and semifinals (replay) | NBC

TABLE TENNIS
3:45 a.m.: Men’s and women’s singles,
Round of 32 | E!

TRIATHLON

11 p.m. (Tues.): Women’s individual
final | USA

7:45 a.m.: Women’s individual final
(replay) | NBC

VOLLEYBALL

Pool play

4 a.m.: Men: Japan vs. Argentina |
Universo

8 a.m.: Women: United States vs.
Serbia | USA

2 p.m.: Women: United States vs.
Serbia (replay) | NBC

5 p.m.: Men: Poland vs. Brazil (delay) |
USA

WATER POLO

Group play

10 a.m.: Women: ltaly vs. United
States | USA

MATTHIAS SCHRADER Associated Press

AMERICAN Ryan Murphy, who took bronze in the 100-meter backstroke, takes a selfie on the podium with
Thomas Ceccon of Italy, center, who won the gold in 52 seconds flat, and silver medalist Xu Jiayu of China.

Murphy’s backstroke bronze 1s
second-best news of the night

After medaling in
his third consecutive
Olympics, he learns
he has a baby girl.

By KEVIN BAXTER

PARIS — Ryan Murphy
did something Monday that
hasn’t been done for half a
century, swimming to a
medalinthe men’s 100-meter
backstroke during a third
consecutive Olympics.

But that was only the sec-
ond-best news he got on the
third night of competition at
the Paris Games. Because as
he was standing near the
medal stand, he spotted his
wife in the stands. And she
had a message for him.

“I saw Bridget holding up
a sign that said ‘Ryan, It’s a
Girl’,” he said. “That was a
great way to find out. That
really lit me up and brought
this night to anotherlevel.”

East Germany’s Roland
Matthes, in 1976, was the last
man towin a 1l00-meterback-
stroke medal in three
straight Olympics. And for
most of Monday’s race it
looked as if Murphy would
match that by making his
third medal a gold one. But
after leading until the final
meters, he watched world
record-holder Thomas Cec-

con of Italy sweep by to win
in 52 secondsflat. China’s Xu
Jiayu was second in 52.32,
0.07 seconds ahead of Mur-
phy, who has a chance at an
eighth Olympic medal when
he faces Ceccon and Xu
again in the 200-meter back-
stroke heats Wednesday.

However, Murphy, 29,
wasn’t counting medals
Monday; he was counting
daughters.

“It’s really exciting to
learn that I'm going to be a
girl dad,” he said. “Up to this
point swimming has been
the most important thing in
my life. Every major decision
in my life has been made
with swimming in mind.
That’s going to change.

“Everythingis going to be
dedicated to that little girl.”

In the women’s 100-meter
breaststroke, an event Lilly
Kingusedtoown, the Ameri-
can missed a medal by 0.01
seconds. South Africa’s Tat-
jana Smith claimed the gold
in 1:05.28, with China’s Tang
Qianting second and Ire-
land’s Mona McSharry just
out-touching King for third.

King, 27, who has said
these are her last Olympics,
will have a chance at her
sixth Olympic medal in
Thursday’s 200-meter
breaststroke, the weaker of
her tworaces.

In the evening’s other
featured event, the women’s
200-meter freestyle, Austral-

ia’s Mollie Callaghan upset
teammate Ariarne Titmus
— and she needed to break
Titmus’ Olympic record to
doit, winningin 1:53.27.

Titmus, who beat Ameri-
can Katie Ledecky towin the
400-meter free on Saturday,
was second in 1:53.81 while
Siobhan Bernadette
Haughey of Hong Kong was
third in 1:54.55.

The Tasmanian-born
Titmus, known as the Tas-
manian Terminator, won
four medals, including two
golds in Tokyo, but she
wasn’t sure she’d even be in
Paris, much less making two
trips to the podium, after
undergoing surgery to re-
move a large growth on her
right ovary last September.

Her swimming career
suddenly seemed a minor
thing compared to the
prospect she might have
cancer or be unable tohave a
child. But the two tumors
doctors cut out proved be-
nign, and after a few weeks’
recovery Titmus resumed
training.

Her race Monday
brought her to tears.

“These are happy tears,”
she said. “Honestly, it’s
really hard to hold your emo-
tions in in these situations. I
know what it’s like to be
Olympic champion. I had
nothing to lose tonight. I'm
Olympic champion forever
in the 200 and the 400 and I

gave it everything.

“I don’t actually know
why I'm crying. I'm really
happy with silver. It’s hard to
holditinandsoit’s just com-
ing out now.”

In the first race of the
night session, Canadian
teenager Summer McIntosh
cruised to her second medal
of these Games, winning the
women’s 400-meter individ-
ual medley in 4:27.71, nearly
six seconds head of Katie
Grimes of the U.S., who also
cried briefly as she received
her medal.

American Emma
Weyant, who was second in
Tokyo, closed fast to nip
Great Britain’s Freya Con-
stance Colbert for the
bronze in 4:34.93.

In a razor-tight men’s
200-meter freestyle, Roma-
nian’s David Popovici tou-
ched the wall 0.02 seconds
ahead of Great Britain’s
Matthew Richards to win
gold in 1:44.72. American
Luke Hobson was .005 sec-
onds back of Richards in
third.

“I couldn’t be happier,”
Hobson said. “It was a really
closerace and Igaveit every-
thing I had in the last 50 me-
ters.”

The U.S. has medaled in
nine of the 12 finals in Paris,
winning two golds and 11
medals overall, nearly dou-
ble the total of second-place
Australia, which has six.

Skateboarder adds a medal to resume

[Huston, from B10]
moments, no massive fails,
on the way to the podium. It
helped that, by all accounts,
Monday’s competition ran-
ked among the greatest in
the sport’s history.

The defending Olympic
champion, Yuto Horigome
of Japan, needed a massive
270 nollie bluntside on his fi-
nal attempt to leapfrog over
Huston and silver medalist
Eaton.

“Nyjah and Jagger were
keeping such good scores,”
Horigome said through a
translator. “I stopped focus-
ing on the medal and just
tried the best trick I could.”

Both Americans led at
some point during the com-
petition and had one more
shot at gold, but they missed
on their last attempts.
Eaton, who upgraded from
bronze three years ago, was
asked about the roller-
coaster final.

“The roller coaster was
that I thought I won,” he
said. “ThenIgot offtheride.”

Huston had similarly
mixed emotions about sur-
rendering an early lead but,
given the challenges he
faced this time around, it
was hard to be too upset.

Hisriseto stardombegan
more than two decades ago.
Growing up at his family’s
skate park in Davis, Calif.,
Huston signed his first en-
dorsement contract at age 7
and won his first big
amateur contest a few years
later.

His pro career took off
with the debut of Street
League Skateboarding in
2010. He won the inaugural
season, paving the way to
those world championships
and a record 23 overall
skating medals at the X
Games.

Prize money and en-
dorsements allowed him to

start his own skateboard
company and made him a
millionaire several times
over.

But when the Olympics
added skateboarding for the
Tokyo Games, his failure to
add that accolade to his ré-
sumé rankled him.

“I'm sorry,” he said after
the competition. “I know I
definitely let some people
down.”

There was no need for
apologies on Monday.

After his early stumble,
Huston seemed to gain con-
fidence with each attempt,
pumping his fists and smil-
ing broadly.

At the start of the finals,
which consisted of two runs
and five individual tricks,
Huston stood first with
Eaton close behind and
Horigome in fourth. His lead
grew as the evening wore on,
but he was hardly feeling
cocky.

“Being in that first-place
spot and seeing everyone
have a couple more tries,” he
said, “it’s like nerves.”

Eaton jumped into first
with a score of 95.25 on his
fourth trick. Horigome
needed every bit of a 97.08 in
the final round to win by a
tenth of a point.

For his final try, Huston
summoned one of his tough-
est concoctions: A switch
heel crooked grind.

“It’s a trick I've been
working on for a long time
now,” he said. “I've landed it
in a couple other contests on
smaller obstacles.”

This time, he did not.

But talking to reporters
afterward, Huston couldn’t
seem to let go of that medal.
He seemed at ease, so differ-
ent from three years ago in
Tokyo. It seemed as if he got
what he wanted.

“A little bit of redemp-
tion,” he said, “you know?”

U.S. men’s gymnastics wins its first medal since 2008
‘We ended the drought.

Sixteen years in the making
and couldn’t be happier for

[Gymnasties, from B10]
more than two points.

Frederick Richard,
Brody Malone, Paul Juda
and Asher Hong stood
shoulder to shoulder with
their arms draped across
one another’s backs as Ne-
doroscik mounted the pom-
mel horse to clinch the med-
al. When the 2021 pommel
horse world champion’s feet
hit the ground on his dis-
mount, they burst into a eu-
phoric celebration.

MecClure tried to hold his
emotions, figuring he
wanted to wait for the official
results. Tears soon flowed as
he watched the athletes cel-
ebrate under a U.S. flag he
handed to Malone, the team
captain.

“‘Just the progress that
we’ve made over the last few
years building his team cul-
ture, team belief and ac-
countability and expecta-
tions and all these things
that you preach on a daily

basis,” said McClure, who
won a team silver medal for
the United Statesin 2004, “to
step back and watch them
do this on their own and take
control of this is like I did my
job.”

When he left the Tokyo
Olympics three years ago,
McClure knew the program
had to change to challenge
for an Olympic medal. The
Americans were already
knocked off the podium be-
fore they entered the arena.
Their difficulty score during
the team final was seven
points behind the top team
Japan, a chasm even perfect
execution could not close.

More than straighterlegs
or stronger arms, the pro-
gram needed to tip the math
inits favor.

In an effort to boost the
team’s difficulty score, USA
Gymnastics used a compli-
cated bonus system that en-
couraged athletes to demon-
strate upgraded skills. Typi-

everybody.’

— PAuL JUDA, U.S. men’s gymnast

cally, a fall while attempting
a difficult element would de-
cide an athlete’s standing on
the national team and the fi-
nancial and marketing op-
portunities that come with
the designation. But the
bonus system, which began
in 2022, offered a safety net of
additional points at domes-
tic competitions for more
difficult skills that would
have offset a fall.

It was a bold strategy. It
was rough at first, coach
Sam Mikulak said, as ath-
letes and coaches tried to
buy into the process to learn

more daring skills. But as
the three-time Olympian
wrapped Nedoroscik in a
hug and lifted him off the
ground after his clinching
routine, Mikulak knew it
paid off.

“All of the sudden, you do
that hard stuff long enough
and sure enough, here we
are,” said Mikulak, who
coaches at EVO, the Florida
gym where Malone and Ne-
doroscik train. “We’re just
gonna stay on this trajectory
and we’re gonna be even
hungrier going in the fu-
ture.”

The United States trailed
Japan and China by four and
3.3 points, respectively, in
difficulty Sunday.

After a shaky qualifica-
tion round that landed the
team in the dreaded fifth
place, the United States hit
all 18 routines in the final.
Nedoroscik’s effort was the
exclamation point.

The 25-year-old had
waited two hours to perform
his lone routine of the night.
When he stuck his dismount,
hepunched the airwith both
fists.

“It was just the greatest
moment of my life,” Ne-
doroscik said with the
bronze medal draped
around his neck.

For the United States,
the third-place award felt as
good as gold.

“We ended the drought,”
said Juda, whose stuck vault
to lead off the second rota-
tion helped turn momentum
toward the United States.

“Sixteen years in the making
and couldn’t be happier for
everybody.”

Juda, Hong and Richard
were part of the 2023 team
that won the program’s first
world championship medal
since 2014, winning bronze.
All are still in their early 20s
with Judabeingthe oldest at
23.

With a home-country
Olympics looming, this
could just be the beginning
of a golden age of American
men’s gymnastics under Mc-
Clure, whom Richard cred-
ited with “really raising the
standard of who we are: not
just to be Olympians, but to
bring medals home.”

“I think going forward to
L.A., we're gonna put new
strategies in place for us to
compete, pushing the next
level, pushing that stand-
ard,” the 20-year-old Michi-
gan star continued. “So once
we compete in L.A., we’ll
really be the top dogs.”
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STANDINGS

Through Sunday

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI0
DODGERS 63 44 589 - 73
San Diego 57 51 528 6% 7-3
Arizona 55 51 519 7% 64
San Francisco 53 55 491 10% 64
Colorado 38 69 355 25 46
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Milwaukee 60 45 .571 - 64
St. Louis 54 51 514 6 46
Pittsburgh 53 52 505 7 64
Chicago 51 56 .477 10 55
Cincinnati 50 55 476 10 46
East W L Pct. GB LI10
Philadelphia 65 40 .619 - 37
Atlanta 56 48 538 8% 46
New York 55 50 524 10 64
Washington 49 57 462 16% 55
Miami 39 67 .368 26% 64
AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pet. GB LI10
Houston 55 50 .524 - 55
Seattle 56 51 .523 - 46
Texas 51 55 481 4% 55
ANGELS 46 60 .434 9% 55
Oakland 44 64 407 12% 7-3
Central W L Pect. GB LI10
Cleveland 63 42 .600 - 55
Minnesota 58 46 .558 4% 55
Kansas City 57 49 538 6% 55
Detroit 52 55 486 12 5-5
Chicago 27 81 250 37% 0-10
East W L Pect. GB LI10
Baltimore 62 43 .590 - 55
New York 62 45 579 1 46
Boston 55 49 529 6%  3-7
Tampa Bay 54 52 509 8% 64
Toronto 49 56 .467 13 6-4
Today’s games

Dodgers at San Diego ........cccoerverinne 6:30 p.m.
Angels vs. ColOrado .........ceovvvvreennaee 6:30p.m.

Cleveland at Detroit ....
Toronto at Baltimore ...
New York (AL) at Philadelphia . .
Miami at Tampa Bay ..........ccceeeriennnne 3:45 p.m.
Chicago (NL) at Cincinnati ............ceevens 4 p.m.
Minnesota at New York (NL)
Seattle at Boston ..
Texas at St. Louis .. "
Atlanta at Milwaukee ............cccecvnvninne 5 p.m.
Kansas City at Chicago (AL) .......c.ceevens 5p.m.
Pittsburgh at Houston ...
Washington at Arizona ... .
Oakland at San Francisco ................. 6:45 p.m.

Edman, Kopech g

[Dodgers, from B10]

the deal, the Cardinals acquired
starting pitcher Erick Fedde and
outfielder Tommy Pham from Chi-
cago.

The Dodgers also acquired mi-
nor league right-handed pitcher
Oliver Gonzalez from St. Louis in
the deal.

Edman is the bigger get for the
Dodgers, who’ve long had the 29-
year-old utility man on their radar,
according to a person with knowl-
edge of the situation but not au-
thorized to speak publicly. The
five-year veteran has experience at
second base, shortstop, third base
and all three outfield positions in
his MLB career, winning a Gold
Glove at second in 2021. He has a
career OPS of .726 — just about
league average — and slightly bet-
ter numbers as a left-handed hit-
ter.

For the Dodgers, he could fill
myriad roles.

The team’s third base plan is
unclear, as Max Muncy remains
sidelined by an oblique strain. The
Dodgers are currently without ei-
ther of their primary shortstops,
Miguel Rojas and Mookie Betts,
who are both on the injured list.
Their outfield needed reinforce-
ments, as well, with Vargas, rookie
center fielder Andy Pages and vet-
eran Jason Heyward all slumping
inrecent weeks.

The question with Edman is
health. After being dogged by wrist
issues in 2023, when he batted a ca-
reer-low .248, Edman underwent
surgery last October that forced
him to sit out the start of this sea-
son. Hisreturn was further delayed
by a sprained ankle he suffered in
late June while fielding ground
balls.

Edman has spent much of this
month on a rehabilitation assign-
ment with the Cardinals’ double-A
affiliate, batting .207 in eight
games. But he has not appeared in
the field in that stretch, serving as
adesignated hitter in each game.

Kopech will offer more immedi-
ate assistance to an overworked
Dodgers bullpen.

The right-hander hasn’t been
lights out this season, mostly be-
cause of his 12.6% walk rate (sev-
enth highest among MLB relievers
with atleast40innings pitched). Of

ive Dodgers depth

PAUL SANCYA Associated Press

MICHAEL KOPECH has an effective 98-99-mph fastball, but his high walk rate has been an issue.

his 14 save opportunities for the
last-place White Sox, he has blown
five.

The 28-year-old does throw a 98
to 99-mph fastball. He has a stellar
30.9% strikeout rate (15th best
among MLB relievers). And he will
give the Dodgers another late-in-
ning option, a welcome addition to
arelief unit that has combined for
93 %3 innings this month, third
most in the majors.

Vargas was the centerpiece of
the Dodgers’ three-player package
to the White Sox.

A former top prospect who had
struggled to find a place in the line-
up the last two years, Vargas’ ca-
reer .201 batting average in the big

leagues belies the natural talent
many evaluators see in his bat.

At 24 years old, his relative
youth alsoincreased hisvalue. And
despite arecent slump, this season
had still been his best at the plate
in the majors, with a .239 batting
average and .735 OPS.

Perez and Albertus were mid-
tier prospects in the Dodgers or-
ganization, ranked 17th and 23rd in
their farm system, respectively, by
MLB Pipeline. The two infielders
were both with Class-A Rancho
Cucamonga.

As news of the trade leaked
Monday, there were conflicting re-
ports that another Dodgers
prospect, infielder Noah Miller,

would be going to the White Sox in
the deal as well.

Miller is the club’s 26th-ranked
prospect, and was acquired this
spring in a trade that sent Manuel
Margot to Minnesota.

But Miller’s name was not in-
cluded in the final package — one
that industry observers saw as
good value for the Dodgers, even if
they’ve yet to land a true impact
player ahead of Tuesday’s dead-
line.

Earlier Monday, the Dodgers
traded right-hander Ricky
Vanasco to the Detroit Tigers for
cash considerations. Vanasco had
been designated for assignment
last week.

-______________________________________________________________________________|
BASEBALL : SUNDAY FLASHBACK

TAMPA BAY 2, CINCINNATI 1

CLEVELAND 4, PHILADELPHIA 3

BALTIMORE 8, SAN DIEGO 6

DODGERS 6, HOUSTON 2 ANGELS 8, OAKLAND 6

Los Angeles AB R H Bl Avg. Houston AB R H BI Avg. Oakland AB R H BI Avg. Angels AB R H BI Avg.
Ohtani dh 410 0.314 Altuve 2b 312 0.309 Butler rf 511 0.255 Schanlb 22 2 1.251
THem4 If 522 1.265 Bregman3b 300 0.254 Andujar If 410 1.286 Rengifo3b 31 0 1.300
Lux 2b 221 2.238 Awarezlf 400 0.297 Bleday cf 311 0.234 WardIf 51 2 4.227
Heywardrf 401 1.200 Diazdh 411 2.288 Rookerdh 412 3.296 Calhoundh 50 1 2.254
KHerna3b 501 0.204 Pefiass 400 0.281 Brown 1b 400 0.218 Pillarcf 51 3 0.308
Biggio 1b 501 1.207 Singleton1b 401 0.232 Toro 2b 311 1.254 OHoppec 40 1 0.278
Outman cf 311 1.152 Meyerscf 300 0.238 McCann ¢ 401 1.284 Drury2b 40 0 0.160
Barnes ¢ 301 0.281 Caratinic 200 0.259 Nevin 3b 411 0.205 Netoss 22 1 0.256
Ahmed ss 300 0.235 Loperfidorf 300 0.236 Schue ss 300 0.256 Adell rf 31 0 0.192
Totals 3468 6 Totals 3024 2 Totals 34676 Totals 33810 8

Los Angeles 000 012 021-6 8 0 Oakland 006 000 000-6 7 O
Houston 000 002 000 -2 4 0 Angels 003 410 00x-8 10 1

Walks—Los Angeles 7: Ohtani 1, Lux 3, Outman 1, Bames 1, Ahmed 1.
Houston 3: Altuve 1, Bregman 1, Caratini 1. Strikeouts—Los Angeles 11:
Ohtani 2, T.Herndndez 2, Heyward 1, K.Hemandez 2, Biggio 2, Outman 1,
Bames 1. Houston 11: Bregman 1, Alvarez 1, Peiia 3, Singleton 1, Caratini 2,
Loperfido 3. LOB—Los Angeles 9, Houston 4. 2B—Singleton (7), Altuve 2
(21). HR—Outman (4), off Arrighetti; Lux (6), off Arrighetti; T.Hemandez (22),
off King; Diaz (9), off Vesia. RBIs—Qutman (11), Lux 2 (32), T.Hernandez (69),
Biggio (7), Heyward (23), Diaz 2 (57). SB—Ohtani (27). SF—Heyward.
Runners left in scoring position—Los Angeles 3 (Ahmed 2, Biggio);
Houston 2 (Loperfido, Alvarez). RISP—Los Angeles 1 for 6; Houston 1 for 10.
Runners moved up—T.Hernéndez, Meyers. GIDP—Diaz. DP—Los Angeles

Walks—O0akland 3: Bleday 1, Toro 1, Schuemann 1. Angels 7: Schanuel 2,
Rengifo 2, 0'Hoppe 1, Neto 2. Strikeouts—Oakland 11: Butler 2, Rooker 2,
Brown 2, McCann 1, Nevin 2, Schuemann 2. Angels 8: Rengifo 1, Ward 2, Pillar
1, 0'Hoppe 2, Drury 1, Adell 1. E=Drury (4). LOB—0akland 4, Angels 10.
2B—Nevin (7), Rooker (20), McCann (4), Pillar (10). HR—Ward (16), off Bido.
RBIs—Andujar (27), Rooker 3 (75), Toro (26), McCann (12), Rengifo (30),
Calhoun 2 (19), Ward 4 (51), Schanuel (38). SB—Schuemann (11), Neto (19).
C€S—0'Hoppe (3). Runners left in scoring position—0akland 2 (Rooker,
Nevin); Angels 5 (Drury, Rengifo 2, 0'Hoppe, Ward). RISP—Oakland 3 for 9;
Angels 3 for 12. Runners moved up—Rengifo, Drury, Calhoun.
GIDP—Brown. DP—0akland 1 (McCann, Toro, McCann); Angels 1 (Neto,

Cincinnati AB R H Bl Avg. TampaBay AB R H Bl Avg. Cleveland  AB R H BI Avg. Philadelphia AB R H Bl Avg. San Diego AB R H Bl Avg. Baltimore AB R H Bl Avg.
India 2b 400 0.263 YDiaz 1b 300 0.270 Kwan dh 412 1.342 Schwar dh 422 3.248 Arraezlb 50 2 0.314 Cowser If 511 0.235
DLCruzss 403 0.263 1-Cabal3b 010 0.236 MartinezIf ~ 40 1 0.244 Turner ss 500 0.326 1-Wade 00 0 0.235 Santanderrf 320 0.240
Stephe dh 400 0.234 Blowe2b 412 0.262 Ramirez3b 311 0.271 Harper 1b 300 0.285 Profar If 30 0 1.301 Hendess 411 1.283
Steer If 400 0.237 Pare3b-1b 200 0.245 Fry 1b 411 0.290 Bohm3b 200 0.29% 2-Johnson 00 0 0.128 OHeandh 312 1.279
Candel 1b 400 0.228 Jlowe rf 400 0.212 Noel rf 413 3.250 Castell rf 400 0.241 Cronen2b 40 0 0.248 b-Ruts dh 010 0.266
Fairchildcf 210 0.230 Siri cf 000 0.199 Giménez2b 401 0.249 Hayslf 400 0.125 Mach 3b 41 1 0.262 Mount1b 512 4.270
a-Fried! cf 200 0.208 Rosariodh 400 0.307 Freemancf 400 0.219 Sosa2b 301 0.276 Bogaedh 41 1 2.272 Westb3b-2b 501 0.266
Espinal3b 301 0.221 Palacios If 200 1.236 Rocchioss 400 0.204 a-Stott 2b 100 0.239 Merrill cf 41 1 0.284 Mullins cf 201 2.219
b-Fraley 101 0.279 Delucacff 301 0.176 B.Naylor ¢ 400 0.202 Marsh cf 401 0.251 Peralta rf 42 2 0.243 Norby 2b 300 0.179
Slater rf 200 0.111 Rortvedtc 300 0.258 Totals 3549 4 Stubbs ¢ 311 0.200 Kim ss 31 2 1.232 a-Kjerstad 100 0.277
c-Benson 100 0.193 Wallsss 300 0.144 Totals 3335 3 Higas ¢ 40 1 1.228 Uras3b 000 0.236
Wynns ¢ 201 1.368 Totals 2823 1 Cleveland 000 300 1004 9 1 Totals 35610 5 McCann ¢ 211 0.216
Totals 33161 Phil . 102 000 000—3 5 0O Totals 3389 8

Cincinnati 010 000 000 -1 6 0 y i San Diego 000 032 001-6 10 1
Tampa Bay 000 000 02x—2 3 3 a-grounded out for Sosa in the 8ih. Baltimore 006 000 02x—8 9 2

a-popped out for Fairchild in the 7th. b-singled for Espinal in the 9th.
c-struck out for Slater in the 9th. 1-ran for Y.Dfaz in the 8th.

Walks—Cincinnati 1: Slater 1. Tampa Bay 4: Y.Diaz 1, Paredes 1, Palacios
2. Strikeouts—Cincinnati 10: Stephenson 3, Steer 1, Candelario 1, Fairchild
1, Slater 2, Benson 1, Wynns 1. Tampa Bay 8: J.Lowe 3, Rosario 2, Deluca 2,
Walls 1. E—Paredes 2 (7), Rortvedt (5). LOB—Cincinnati 7, Tampa Bay 8.
RBIs—Wynns (2), Palacios (21). SB—De La Cruz 3 (55), Steer (16), Deluca
(8), Caballero 2 (27), B.lowe (2). Runners left in scoring

1 (Ahmed, Lux, Biggio). Schanuel). position—Cincinnati 3 (Steer 2, Candelario); Tampa Bay 5 (Deluca 2,
Los Angeles H RER BB SO NP ERA Oakland IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Rortvedt 2, J.Lowe).
211 3 8 91 082 Bido, L, 2-2.. 677 4 6 79 500 | Cincinnati IPH RER BB SO NP ERA
1110 1 18 193 McFarland 000 0 0 3 428 w7200 1 5 100 297
100 0 1 13 400 | Otanez. 11120 17 5.00 %122 2 2 34 481
Huneywell 000 0 1 13 0.00 Alexander. 200 0 2 28 2.82 LB 000 11 10 3.67
Houston H RER BB SO NP ERA 100 10 23 3.02 IPH RERBB SO NP ERA
Arrighetti, L, 4-9 433 2 8 97 558 H RER BB SO NP ERA 2310 0 1 29 540
000 1 0 15 296 | Soriano. 563 2 2 62 3.69 2100 0 4 32 051
222 1 1 12 318 Marte... 200 1 2 32 329 1000 0 1 6 265
100 1 2 19 514 | Contreras, W, 1- 000 0 1 13 4.40 2100 1 2 38 270
111 2 0 20 4.70 Quijada, H, 1 000 0 3 14 0.00 Cleavinger, W, 7-2. 1000 0 1 17 321
Inhentedrunnersscored—Vesmll,nglO Dubin 2-1. WP—Kelly, | Joyce, H, 5 000 0 3 25 211 Fairbanks, §, 20-22.....1 1 0 0 0 1 9 311
Garcia, S, 4-6 .. 1000 0 0 9 371 Inherited runners-scored—Sims 3-1. HBP—Rodriguez (Wynns),
Inherited d—Alexander 3-1, Marte 1-1, Contreras 2-0. Greene 2 (DeLuca,Paredes). WP—Cruz.
TORONTO 7, TEXAS 3
Texas ABR HBI Avg. Toronto  AB R H BI Avg. ATLANTA 9, N.Y. METS 2 MINNESOTA 5, DETROIT 0
Semien2b 50 1 0.246 Howitz2b 310 0.291
Seagerss 51 3 0.276 Clement3b 411 0.262 Atlanta  AB R HBI Avg. NewYork AB R H BI Avg. Minnesota AB R H BI Avg Detroit  AB R H BI Avg.
Smith3b 41 1 2.282 Guerrero1b 3 11 2.301 Duvall rf 410 0.190 Lindorss 301 0.255 C2b-3b-2b 42 3 0.263 Vierct3b 301 0.256
Langford If 41 1 0.244 Tumerdh 412 0.254 Riley 3b 422 2254 b-Winkerlf 100 0.000 Miranda3b 00 0 0.324 Keith 2b 300 0.256
Garciadh 40 1 0.214 Varsholfcf 321 2.202 Ownadh 511 0.306 Llgles2bss 400 0.342 T-Mar2b-f 31 1 1.242 dbiiez 000 0.284
lowelb 40 2 1.269 Kikc 4110.229 Osontb 411 3.227 Nimmodh 310 0.233 Waliner If 40 2 1.254 Pérezif 400 0.248
Grossrf 40 1 0.259 Bargerf 402 2.169 dAmaudc 321 0.259 Alonsolb 412 2.244 clewis3b 00 0 0.296 Canhadch 300 0.231
Heim ¢ 40 00231 Kermaiercf 201 0.190 laureanocf 411 2.245 Vientos3b 401 0.285 Jeffersdh 50 1 1.230 Madisib 300 0.300
Taverascf 40 0 0.225 1-Bemoalf 100 0.111 NAwarez2b 401 0.087 McNeilr-2b 400 0.230 Santana1b 40 0 1.243 Viladelf-cf 300 0.267
Totals 38310 3 Jimenezss 200 1.250 Arcia s 311 1.220 FAvarezc 400 0.266 Margotcf 51 3 0.243 Mckin3b 200 0.182
Totals 3079 7 Williams f 200 0.083 Taylor cf 302 0.232 Keplerr 50 1 0.261 a-Malloylf 100 0.211
Texas 000 001 020-3 10 O a-Rosariolf 200 0.164 GamelIf-rf 201 0.182 Lee ss 30 0 1.250 Rogersc 200 0.202
Toronto 303 001 00x—7 9 1 Totals 3598 8 Totals 3227 2 Vazquezc 41 1 0.208 b-Kellyc 100 0.240
tran for Kieraier in the 6th. Alanta 000 400 320-9 8 o | lws 375125 Baoss 2090178
Walks— Toronto 2: Horwitz 1, Varsho 1. Strikeouts—Texas 5: Smith 1, New York 000 000 020-2 7 0O _
Langford 1, Garcia 1, Grossman 1, Taveras 1. Toronto 1: 1-Berroa 1. E~Clement a-grounded out for Williams in the 7th. b-struck out for Lindor in the 8th, |~ Minnesota 011 000 102-5 12 0
Detroit 000 000 000-0 1 0

(8). LOB—Texas 8, Toronto 4. 2B—Langford (16), Grossman (3), Clement
(14), Barger (3). HR—=Smith (11), off Cabrera; Varsho (13), off Herndndez;
Guerrero (19), off Herndndez. RBIs—Lowe (43), Smith 2 (45), Guerrero 2 (64),
Varsho 2 (45), Barger 2 (6), Jimenez (3). SB—Smith (7). SF—Guerrero,
Jimenez. S—Kiermaier. Runners left in scoring position—Texas 5
(Garcfa 2, Langford, Heim 2); Toronto 2 (Horwitz, Kiermaier). RISP—Texas 1
for 8; Toronto 2 for 7. Runners moved up—Jimenez.
Texas P R ER BB SO

Walks—Atlanta 3: Riley 1, d’Armaud 1, Arcia 1. New York 3: Nimmo 1, Taylor
1, Gamel 1. Strikeouts—Atlanta 13: Duvall 2, Riley 2, Olson 3, d'Amaud 1,
N.Alvarez 2, Arcia 1, Williams 1, Rosario 1. New York 10: Lindor 1, Winker 1,
Alonso 1, Vientos 2, McNeil 1, F.Alvarez 2, Taylor 1, Gamel 1. LOB—Atlanta 3,
New York 6. 2B—Alonso (25), Taylor 2 (12), Vientos (13). HR—0lson (15), off
Peterson; Arcia (8), off Stanek; Riley (14), off Stanek; Laureano (2), off
Diekman; Alonso (21), off Herget. RBIs—O0lson 3 (48), Arcia (29), Riley 2 (42),

H NP ERA Laureano 2 (6), Alonso 2 (55). SB—Lindor (21). Runners left in scoring
i . e 000 (1) 8 32 3'33 position—Atlanta 1 (Duvall); New York 4 (FAivarez 2, Nimmo 2).
Letrznandez, 9" 51’ ? ? 10 e 262 RISP—Atlanta 2 for 5; New York 1 for 9. Runners moved up—McNeil.
La """ 11 1 ‘81 GIDP—J Iglesias. DP—AtIamalh\rma N.Alvarez, 0Ison)
orenzen . 3 0 55 3.8 Atlani R BB NP ERA
Toronto H RER BB SO NP ERA Lépez 3300 1 2 57 2.06
Berrios, W, 9-8 611 0 5 100 3.93 Lee, W, 3 300 0 1 32 188
Cabrera 422 00 18 3.67 JOthISOVH 000 0 2 14 288
Pop, S, 000 00 16 546 Minter.. 000 1 1 18 2.83
Gray pitched to 0 batters in the Oth Herget.. 2122 1 4 30 4.82
Inherited runners-scored—Latz 1-1, Pop 2-0. New York IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Peterson, L, 5-1............ 54 44 3 7 88 3.52
AYoung 1000 0 1 0.00
PITTSBURGH 6, ARIZONA 5 1233 01 15 27.00
Diekman 1222 0 2 21 5.62
Pittshurgh  AB R H BI Avg. Arizona  AB R H Bl Avg. Ottavino .. -1 000 0 2 15 466
McCutcdh 401 0.224 Carroll if 501 0211 Uu- Ryan Additon, Will Little, Gabe Morales, Doug Eddings. T—2:38.
Cruz ss 321 1.253 Perdomoss 500 0.246 | Tickets sold—26,916 (42,136).
Joe 1b 301 0.239 Pedersondh 211 0.277
b-Tellez 101 0.251 d-Martedh 100 0.296
1-Willi 2b 020 1.210 Walker1b 400 0.255 ST. LOUIS 4, WASHINGTON 3
Palacios rf-If 50 0 0.237 Mcpanhy If 421 1.284
| 501200 Simh 20035 | e mnang s 0ol
Mo 1000 e 300 0a | e 100138 Nars 4000
cBatc 1011245 eoeno 100 0.25 | yoofie 417 0236 Bulesonli 300 0285
Tiolo 20-f 500 0.198 Hemerac 200 0.280 | (00 4o o ER WL e
Baecfricf 311 0.200 fGuriel 111 1.267 pez : renado :
Gran c-1b 210 0.18 Totals 3355 5 Garcia 2b 400 0.276 Goldsch1b 412 1.230
Totals /675 Ramirezdh 402 0.319 Donovan2b 300 0.263
Vargas 3b 402 0.266 Nootbaarrf 120 0.236
Pittsburgh 000 001 001 4 _ 6 7 O Adams ¢ 210 0.222 Pagésc 302 1.245
Arizona 000 200 000 3 _ 5 5 0 a-Ruiz ¢ 100 0.217 Sianicf 302 1.245
arstruck out for Suwingki in 7th. b-doubled for Joe in 9th. c-doubled for |  Youngef 412 0.252 Totals 2947 4
Taylor in 9th. d-grounded out for Pederson in 9th. e-grounded outfor Newman | 1°talS 34393
in 10th. f-homered for Herrera in 10th. 1-ran for Tellez in 9th. Washington 002 001 000-3 9 0
Walks—Pittsburgh 7: McCutchen 1, Cruz 2, Bart 1, Bae 1, Grandal 2. St. Louis 110 000 101-4 7 0

Arizona 3: Pederson 1, Suérez 1, Newman 1. Strikeouts—Pittsburgh 14:
McCutchen 1, Cruz 1, Joe 1, Palacios 2, Hayes 2, Suwinski 2, Taylor 1, Triolo 2,
Bae 1, Grandal 1. Arizona 7: Carroll 2, Perdomo 1, Walker 1, McCarthy 1, Thomas
1, Herrera 1. E—Herrera (1). LOB—Pittsburgh 8, Arizona 4. 2B—Tellez (11),
Bart (5), Pederson (14). 3B—McCarthy (5), Carroll (8). HR—Cruz (17), off
Mantiply; Sudrez (13), off Holderman; Gurriel (14), off Holderman. RBIs—Cruz
(53), Bart (22), Williams (3), Hayes 2 (23), McCarthy (23), Sudrez 3 (54),
Gurriel (57). SB—Bae (3). SF—Sudrez. S—Herrera.

Pittsburgh IP H RER BB SO NP ERA

L7222 2 6 97 3.30

1000 1 1 18 4.84
Chapman, W, 3-4 1000 0 0 6 3.72
Holderman 332 00 26 2.09
Arizona H RER BB SO NP ERA

5100 4 7 79 4.05
Mantiply, H, 9. 211 00 12 419
Ginkel, H, 10 000 0 O 3 254
Puk, H, 1 000 0 3 13 0.00
Thompson, H, 19 000 0 1 5 1.84
Sewald, BS, 16-2 211 0 3 24 376
Martinez, L, 4-2 143 2 0 16 2.18
Janvis .. 100 1 0 13 324

T—-2:57. Tickets sold—27,162 (48,359).

No outs when winning run scored. a-lined out for Adams in the 9th.

Walks—Washington 1: Adams 1. St. Louis 3: Burleson 1, Nootbaar 2.
Strikeouts—Washington 5: Abrams 2, Wood 1, Garcia 1, Ramirez 1. St. Louis
9: Winn 3, Contreras 1, Burleson 1, Donovan 1, Nootbaar 1, Pagés 1, Siani 1.
LOB—Washington 6, St. Louis 4. 2B—Thomas 2 (16), Young (15). 3B—Wood
(1), Pagés (2). HR—Contreras (13), off Herz; Goldschmidt (16), off Floro.
RBIs—Abrams (51), Thomas (40), Yepez (14), Contreras (29), Pagés (15),
Siani (15), Goldschmidt (41). SB—Young 2 (26). SF—Yepez. Runners left
in scoring position—Washington 4 (Adams, Wood, Yepez 2); St. Louis 2
(Siani, Winn). RISP—Washington 1 for 9; St. Louis 1 for 3. Runners moved
up—Abrams, Wood. GIDP—Young, Donovan, Arenado. DP—Washington 2

(‘(;;Iarcw’a_, Abrams, Yepez, Abrams, Yepea; St. Louis 1 éWinn, Go\dschm‘\dé).
ashington IP H ER BB SO NP RA
Herz 5322 1 8 79 479
, H, 100 1 0 18 3.14
Garcia, BS, 0-2 %211 10 18 434
Floro, L, 3-3 . % 111 0 1 15 2.06
St. Louis IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Mikolas .6 733 1 3 89 4.99
King.. 100 0 1 10 2.63
Kittredg 000 0 1 11 3.19
Helsley, W, 4- 100 0 O 7 215

T-2:17. Tickets sold—. 37 639 (44,494).

a-struck out for McKinstry in the 8th. b-struck out for Rogers in the 8th.
c-intentionally walked for Wallner in the 9th. d-walked for Keith in the 9th.
1-ran for Miranda in the 1st.

Walks—Minnesota 3: Castro 1, 1-Martin 1, Lewis 1. Detroit 3: Vierling 1,
Ibéfiez 1, Canha 1. Strikeouts—Minnesota 10: Wallner 1, Jeffers 2, Santana
2, Margot 1, Kepler 2, Lee 2. Detroit 13: Vierling 1, Pérez 1, Canha 3, Madris 1,
McKinstry 2, Malloy 1, Rogers 1, Kelly 1, Béez 2. LOB—Minnesota 11, Detroit 4.
2B—Margot (10), Wallner (5), Martin (10). RBIs—Lee (12), Santana (47),
Wallner (11), Martin (10), Jeffers (48). SF—Lee, Santana. Runners left in
scoring position—Minnesota 7 (Vézquez, Castro, Santana 2, Kepler 3);
Detroit 0. RISP—Minnesota 2 for 17; Detroit 0 for 0. Runners moved

tm_ Kepler.

innesota IP H RER BB SO NP ERA

Ober, W, 10-5 8100 21 98 3.76

Th\elbav 000 1 2 25 5.74
H RER BB SO NP ERA
211 0 3 29 3.58
211 10 20 5.40
511 0 4 83 6.72
000 0 O 13 454
222 10 10 3.72
100 1 3 17 3.16

Foley pitched to 3 batters in the 9th

SAN FRANCISCO 5, COLORADO 4

Colorado  AB R H BI Avg. SanFran. AB R H Bl Avg.
Tovar ss 523 0.287 Solerdh 51 3 1.240
Black dh 401 1.256 Schmitt2b 31 1 1.244
Doyle cf 100 0.274 Wisely2b 10 0 0.264
Goodmanlf 302 1.176 Fitzgss 50 1 0.319
McMa 3b 300 0.261 Chap3b 40 3 2.242
Rodgers2b 40 0 0.263 Baileyc 50 0 0.268
Toglia 1b 422 1.215 Yastrzrf 40 1 0.249
Cave rf 401 0.251 Villar 1b 40 0 0.242
Stallings ¢ 400 1.263 Confortolf 31 2 0.225
Hilliard If-cf 40 0 0.222 Hill cf 42 2 1.300
Totals 3649 4 Totals 38513 5

Colorado 000 101 101-4 9 2

San Francisco 120 002 00x-5 13 0

Walks—Colorado 1: McMahon 1. San Francisco 3: Schmitt 1, Chapman 1,
Conforto 1. Strikeouts—Colorado 11: Blackmon 2, Doyle 1, Rodgers 2, Toglia
2, Cave 2, Stallings 1, Hilliard 1. San Francisco 11: Soler 2, Fitzgerald 2,
Chapman 1, Bailey 1, Yastrzemski 1, Villar 2, Conforto 1, Hill 1. E=Stallings (3),
McMahon (10). LOB—Colorado 6, San Francisco 12. 2B—Tovar 2 (31),
Conforto (18), Soler (23). 3B—Hill (1). HR—Toglia (18), off Hicks; Schmitt (3),
off Gomber. RBIs—Blackmon (35), Goodman (22), Toglia (39), Stallings (25),
Schmitt (7), Hill (1), Soler (40), Chapman 2 (48). Runners left in scoring
position—Colorado 3 (Rodgers 2, Tovar); San Francisco 6 (Yastrzemski,
Bailey 2, Fitzgerald 2, Schmitt). RISP—Colorado 3 for 8; San Francisco 3 for
10. Runners moved up—Blackmon, Slalhngs

Colorado IP H S0 NP ERA
Gomber, L, 2- . 6 3 3 1 6 85 4.79
Davis. 520 1 3 50 3.24
Kinley 000 1 1 20 720
Vodnik 200 0 1 18 3.90
San Frani H RER BB SO NP ERA
Miller 000 0 2 11 3.40
Rodriguez, W, 3-1. 211 0 3 45 411
Ta.Rogers, H, 000 0 3 11 216
Hicks, H, 1 322 0 1 35 411
Bivens, H, 200 1 1 21 237
Doval, S, 20-24. 1211 01 21 439
Inherited runners-scored—Davis 1-0, Kinley 2-0.

Walks—Cleveland 1: Ramirez 1. Philadelphia 5: Schwarber 1, Harper 1,
Bohm 2, Stubbs 1. Strikeouts—Cleveland 4: Martinez 1, Noel 1, Giménez 1,
Rocchio 1. Philadelphia 9: Schwarber 1, Turner 1, Harper 1, Castellanos 1, Hays
2, Sosa 1, Marsh 1, Stubbs 1. E~Ramirez (7). LOB—Cleveland 5, Philadelphia
8. 2B—Giménez (15). HR—Noel (6), off Allard; Kwan (11), off Alvarado;
Schwarber 2 (22), off Cantillo. RBIs—Noel 3 (11), kwan (30), Schwarber 3
(63). SB—Ramirez (20). Runners left in scoring position—Cleveland 3
(Giménez, Freeman 2); Philadelphia 3 (Hays, Castellanos, Turner).

RISP—CIeve\and 1 for 6; Phllade\pma 0 for 5
Clev B SO NP ERA

Cannllo . 4 3 3 75 810
Smith . 1% 000 0 3 24 1.99
Sandlin %100 0 2 13 3.86
Herrin, W, 5000 0 O 2 130
Gaddis, H, 23 1000 2 0 18 1.08
Barlow, H, 19 1000 0 0 13 3.16
Clase, S, 33-36........1 0 0 0 0 1 7 073
Philadelphia IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Allard.. .4 633 0 1 63 6.75
Soto.... 1000 0 1 12 341
Kerkering 1200 0 0 16 2.27
Alvarado, L, 1- 1111 00 15 4.25
Hoffman. 1000 1 1 18 1.02
Strahm.. .1 000 0 1 10 1.80
CHICAGO CUBS 7, KANSAS CITY 3

Chicago AB R H BI Avg. Kansas City AB R H Bl Avg.
Hoemer2b 50 1 2.250 Massey2b 310 0.254
Wisdom1b 51 1 1.210 Wittss 411 0.341
Suzuki rf 31 00.268 Pasqualb 301 0.259
Happ If 41 1 0.232 Perezdh 400 0.274
Morel dh 10 0 0.199 Renfroe rf 401 2.234
a-Buschdh 41 2 1.262 Melendezlf 400 0.193
Swansonss 40 1 1.220 Ferminc 411 1.294
Bote 3b 41 1 1.333 Isbelcf 200 0.233
C-Armstrcf 41 3 1.196 Garcia 3b 301 0.235
Bethan ¢ 41 2 0.500 Totals 31353
Totals 38712 7

Chicago 002 002 003-7 12 O
Kansas City 200 100 000 -3 5 1

a-flied out for Morel in the 4th.

Walks—Chicago 3: Suzuki 1, Happ 1, Bote 1. Kansas City 1: Massey 1.
Strikeouts—Chicago 8: Wisdom 2, Suzuki 2, Happ 2, Busch 1, Bote 1. Kansas
City 8: Massey 1, Perez 2, Renfroe 2, Melendez 1, Fermin 1, Isbel 1. E—Isbel (4).
LOB—Chicago 9, Kansas City 4. 2B—Hoemner (21), Bethancourt (1), Busch
(22), Bote (4), Garcia (17). HR—Wisdom (6), off McArthur; Fermin (5), off
Assad. RBIs—Hoerner 2 (33), Bote (6), Crow-Armstrong (18), Wisdom (18),
Busch (39), Swanson (32), Renfroe 2 (40), Fermin (24). SB—Bethancourt (1),
Crow-Armstrong (19), Hoerner (15). SF—Swanson. S—Pasquantino. Runners
left in scoring position—Chicago 4 (Busch, Suzuki, Happ, Bethancourt);
Kansas City 2 (Massey 2). RISP—Chicago 4 for 13; Kansas City 1 for 4.
Runners moved up—HuerIr‘)er, Garciﬁ.

Chicago H ER BB SO NP ERA
Assad, W, 5-3 533 1 5 81 323
Miller, H, 6. 000 0 O 15 144
Leiter, H, 13 000 0 2 16 421
(¢ 000 0 1 16 3.58

H RER BB SO NP ERA

8 4 4 1 7 102 337

Schreiber 000 0 O 1 414
Harvey 000 2 0 22 338
Zerpa.. 100 0 1 12 3.00
McArthur 333 00 20 5.44

Inherited runners- scoved Leiter 1-0, Schreiber 1-0, Zerpa 2-0.
HBP_Miller (Isbel), McArthur (Suzuki). WP—Leiter.

U— Quinn Wolcott, Ramon De Jesus, Junior Valentine, Adrian Johnson.
T—2:41. Tickets sold—24,839 (38,427).

a-struck out for Norby in 7th. b-walked for 0Hearn in 8th. 1-ran for Arraez in
9th. 2-ran for Profar in 9th.

Walks—San Diego 3: Profar 1, Cronenworth 1, Kim 1. Baltimore 8:
Santander 2, Henderson 1, 0’Hearn 1, Rutschman 1, Mullins 1, McCann 2.
Strikeouts—San Diego 6: Cronenworth 1, Machado 2, Bogaerts 1, Merrill 1,
Kim 1. Baltimore 14: Cowser 3, Santander 1, Henderson 1, 0'Hearn 1,
Mountcastle 1, Westburg 1, Mullins 1, Norby 3, Kjerstad 1, McCann 1.
E—Higashioka (5), Henderson 2 (16). LOB—San Diego 6, Baltimore 10.
2B—Merrill (16), Kim (14), Mullins (12). 3B—0Hearn (3). HR—Bogaerts (5),
off Webb. RBIs—Kim (44), Higashioka (33), Bogaerts 2 (19), Profar (67),
Henderson (64), 0'Hearn (40), Mountcastle 4 (50), Mullins 2 (38). SB—Kim
(20). CS—Kim (5).
San Diego R ER BB SO NP ERA

Vasquez, L, 3-6 46 6 4 2 63 4.82
De Los Santos. 200 1 4 41 446
Jacob... 100 1 4 39 0.00
Estrada 111 1 3 29 272
Morejon... O A R S | 13 274
Baltimore IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Sudrez. 533 3 2 83 3.62
Webb 222 0 3 22 291
Pérez, W, 000 0 O 19 426
Dominguez, H, 000 0 1 10 0.00
Cano, S, 4-7.. 31100 30 288

Inherited runners-: scured De Los Santos 2-2, Morejon 1-1, Webb 1-0.

HBP_Pérez (Profar). WP—Morejon.
U— Jim Wolf, Alan Porter, Sean Barber, Ryan Blakney. T—3:19. Tickets
sold—38,411 (45,971).

SEATTLE 6, CHICAGO WHITE SOX 3

Seattle AB R H BI Avg. Chicago AB R H Bl Avg.
Robles cf 512 0.379 Lopezss 401 0.237
Arozarena If 412 0.375 Phamrf 401 1.266
Raleigh ¢ 512 3.216 Robert cf 400 0.210
Polanco2b 411 0.210 Sheets 1b 400 0.220
Rojas 3b 000 0.235 Jiménezdh 401 0.236
Garver dh 500 0.174 Benintendilf 311 0.199
Mo 3b-2b 421 0.206 Delong3b 411 2.228
Haniger rf 300 0.204 Baldwin2b 301 0.219
Locklear b 200 0.159 Leec 311 0.216
aVoslertb 100 0.222 Totals 33373
Rivas ss 400 1.200

Totals 3768 4

Seattle 212 100 000 -6 8 0
Chicago 001 000 200 -3 72

a-struck out for Locklear in the 8th.

Walks—Seattle 4: Arozarena 1, Rojas 1, Haniger 1, Locklear 1. Chicago 1:
Benintendi 1. Strikeouts—Seattle 9: Raleigh 1, Polanco 1, Garver 3, Haniger
1, Locklear 1, Vosler 1, Rivas 1. Chicago 7: Pham 2, Robert 2, Sheets 1, Baldwin
1, Lee 1. E-~DeJong 2 (14). LOB—Seattle 8, Chicago 4. 2B—Moore (15),
Robles (6), Baldwin (4), Benintendi (9). HR—Raleigh (22), off Crochet; DeJong
(18), off Miller. RBIs—Raleigh 3 (66), Rivas (1), Pham (19), Delong 2 (40).
SB—Moore 2 (19), Polanco (3). Runners left in scoring
position—Seattle 3 (Raleigh 2, Moore); Chicago 2 (Robert, Lopez).
RISP—Seattle 2 for 9; Chicago 2 for 5. Runners moved up—Polanco.
GIDP—Benintendi. DP—Seattle 1 (Locklear, Rivas, Locklear).

Seattle P R ER BB SO

H

733 0 6 88 3.46
Voth, H, 10 000 0 1 9 335
Garcia, H, 2. 000 0 O 7 0.00
Mufioz, S, 18-21 . 000 1 0 20 128
Chicago H RER BB SO NP ERA
Crochet, L, 6-8 653 1 3 64 323
Kuhl 211 2 4 75 3.82
Brebl 000 1 2 18 5.09

Umpires_Home, Stu Scheuwater T-2:32. Tickets sold—17,100
(40,241).

MILWAUKEE 6, MIAMI 2
Miami ABRHBI Avg. Milwaukee AB R H Bl Avg. N.Y. YANKEES 8, BOSTON 2
Edwardsss 42 4 1.379 Turang 2b 412 1.266
DLCruzlf-rf 402 1.245 Contrerasdh 300 0.286 NewYork AB R H BI Avg. Boston AB R H BI Avg.
Bell 1b 401 0.239 ChouriorfIf 411 1.259 Verdugorf 52 2 0.237 Duran cf 500 0.289
Burger dh 200 0.233 Bauers If 322 2.22 Soto If 30 0 0.306 Refsnyderlf 411 1.310
J.Sanchezrf 300 0.243 Perkins cf 000 0.253 Judge dh 31 1 1.314 Wongc 411 1.297
aRivera3b 100 0.213 Adamesss 400 0.244 Wells ¢ 42 2 1.241 Devers 3b 402 0.297
Lopez2b-f 400 0.230 Hoskinslb 111 1.218 Chisholmcef 51 1 0.200 O'Neill rf 400 0.271
Bride 3b-2b 400 0.229 Mitchellcf-f 212 0.275 Torres 2b 31 1 2.237 Gonzd 1b-2b 300 0.276
Gordon cf 300 0.231 b-G.Sanchez 100 0.213 Rice 1b 31 1 1.196 DJansendh 302 0.667
ASanchezc 300 0.184 Frelick rf 000 0.264 leMah1b 00 O 1.176 Rafaelass 401 0.251
c-Wall 100 0.000 Ortiz3b 401 1.248 Volpe ss 50 1 0.251 Westbr2b 200 0.154
Totals 3327 2 Haase ¢ 400 0.370 Cabrera3b 40 1 2.246 a-Smithlb 200 0.227
Totals 3069 6 Totals 35810 8 Totals 3527 2

Miami 100 000 100 -2 70 New York 300 100 121-8 10 1

i 200 220 00x-6 9 O Boston 000 200 000 -2 73

a-struck out for J.Sanchez in the 8th. b-struck out for Mitchell in the 8th.
c-struck out for A.Sanchez in the 9th.

Walks—Miami 3: Edwards 1, De La Cruz 1, Bell 1. Milwaukee 5: Contreras
1, Bauers 1, Hoskins 2, Mitchell 1 Strikeouts—Miami 11: De La Cruz 1, Bell 1,
Burger1, J.Sanchez 1, Rivera 1, Lopez 1, Bride 2, Gordon 1, A.Sénchez 1, Wall 1.
Milwaukee 9: Turang 1, Adames 3, G.Sanchez 1, Ortiz 2, Haase 2. LOB—Miami
10, Milwaukee 6. 2B—De Lla Cruz (19), Edwards (5), Mitchell (4).
3B—Edwards (1), Bauers (2). HR—Edwards (1), off Myers; Bauers (8), off Tyler;
Chourio (11), off Ramirez. RBIs—Edwards (9), De La Cruz (51), Bauers 2 (35),
Ortiz (31), Turang (44), Chourio (42), Hoskins (53). CS—Gordon (5), Mitchell
(1). SF—Hoskins. Runners left in scoring position—Miami 5; Milwaukee

R ER BB SO NP ERA
5 75 474
3 51 219
22 491
NP ERA
75 3.10
21 242
22 426
11 441
24 0.00

IP H

4
3
1
P
A4
2
1
1
1
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Williams .

a-struck out for Westbrook in the 7th.

Walks—New York 7: Soto 2, Judge 2, Torres 2, Cabrera 1. Boston 2:
Gonzdlez 1, D.Jansen 1. Strikeouts—New York 5: Verdugo 1, Wells 1,
Chisholm 1, Cabrera 2. Boston 11: Duran 2, Refsnyder 2, Devers 1, 0'Neill 2,
Rafaela 2, Westbrook 1, Smith 1. E=Torres (13), O'Neill (5), Gonzlez (2),
Devers (7). LOB—New York 10, Boston 8. 2B—Verdugo 2 (23), Wells (10),
Rice (6), Cabrera (8). 3B—Devers (5). HR—Refsnyder (5), off Roddn; Wong
(10), off Roddn. RBIs—Judge (96), Torres 2 (41), Rice (21), Wells (25),
Cabrera 2 (32), LeMahieu (13), Refsnyder (26), Wong (35). SB—Chisholm (1).
SF—Rice, Wells, LeMahieu. Runners left in scoring position—New York
5 (Soto, Chisholm, Wells 3); Boston 3 (Rafaela, Duran 2). RISP—New York 3
for 13; Boston 0 for 6. Runners moved up—Chisholm, Judge Torres

P ER 0 ERA

New York H R BB

Roddn, W, 11-7 522 17 105 434
Cousins, H, 1 100 0 2 17 255
Ferguson 100 1 2 19 513
Boston H RER BB SO NP ERA
Houck, L, 8-7 5 43 4 2 97 2.79
Booser. 111 10 15 2.80
Weissel 221 2 2 42 424
Criswell .. 211 0 1 20 4.09

Inhented runners-! scored—Cousms 1-0, Weissert 2-1.
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Time for talk over, Bruins ready
to let the actions speak for them

By BEN BoLCcH

Merecifully, for DeShaun
Foster, the time for talk is
over.

His brutal opening
monologue at Big Ten me-
dia days — was saying
“We’re in L.A.” supposed to
be ajoke? —became the
talk of the event, evenifthe
criticism might have been a
bit unfair.

After fumbling over his
words and making jaws
drop to the Lucas Oil Sta-
dium turf during several
excruciatingly long pauses,
UCLA’s new football coach
went on to deliver amusing,
insightful takes on his team
while meeting with smaller
groups of broadcasters and
reporters.

Asked what he knew
about Iowa football, Foster
praised the Hawkeyes’
tradition and recalled being
impressed by former star
running back Tavian Banks.
The coach then wryly de-
cided he would be the one
asking questions.

“What do you guys know
about the Bruins?” Foster
asked the handful of report-
ers gathered around him,
prompting laughter.

Responded one reporter:
“InL.A.

Said Foster: “There you
go.”

Later, Foster explained
his struggles on the big
stage by saying he felt more
comfortable answering
questions than speaking
extemporaneously. So here
are five questions facing the
Bruins as they prepare to
open fall training camp
Wednesday on campus:

What will make a success-
ful debut season for Fos-
ter?

Foster smartly said he
wouldn’t furnish a number
of wins that would make
him happy, preferring to
focus on competing in every
game while exhibiting his
pillars of discipline, respect
and enthusiasm.

Declining to provide a
tangible win-loss threshold
leaves a lot more wiggle
room for the rookie coach to
declare his first season a
success, but there should be
some baseline expectations.

Six wins and above —
resulting in a bowl game —
should be universally hailed
as awild achievement given
Foster’s whirlwind hiring in
mid-February and the
heavy personnellosses on
defense.

Four or five wins while
showing promise amid a
strong finish to the season
—including a victory over
USCon Nov. 23 at the Rose
Bowl — should satisfy fans
and the recruits that Foster
will need to compete at a
high level in the Big Ten.

Three wins or fewer, well,
yikes. While some might
consider this a write-off
season for Foster given the
circumstances and UCLA’s
most challenging schedule
since predecessor Chip
Kelly’s debut in 2018, it’s
going to be hard to generate
any buzz with victories over,
say, Hawaii, Indiana and
Minnesota offset by three
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FIRST-YEAR coach DeShaun Foster and UCLA look to make a splash in their
Big Ten debut. But can the Bruins win more than a couple of conference games?

times as many losses.

Can UCLA make a quick
transition to the Big Ten?

Defensive lineman Jay
Toia has already started
studying his new, beefier
counterparts.

“The Big Ten has alot of
great O-linemen — you
know, you look at Nebraska,
Iowa, Ohio State, just,
everybody,” Toia said last
week. “Just the competi-
tiveness and the amount of
O-linemen that have been
drafted [into the NFL] from
the Big Ten Conference, it’s
justinsane.”

What has Toia done to
prepare for the bigger bod-
ies? He’s actually slimmed
down into the best shape of
his career, shedding pounds
to increase mobility. Toia
said the Bruins won’t be
intimidated given they’re
used to playing physical
teams such as Utah and
Oregon State.

There will also be some
new fans headed to the Rose
Bowl. Indiana has not
played in the stadium since
1968, absorbing a 14-3 loss to
USCinits only appearance
in the Rose Bowl game. Iowa
has worked with Delta
Airlines to add a nonstop
flight from Cedar Rapids to
Los Angeles on Nov. 7 for
fans seeking a more conven-
ient route to Southern
California ahead of the
game the following day.

Foster said the biggest
adjustment could be the
wow factor of his players
walking into Beaver Sta-
dium on Oct. 5 and seeing
more than 100,000 fans
dressed in white before
playing Penn State.

“Just to get out there and
play in a huge stadium and
play areally good football
team,” Foster said, “Idon’t
think they’ve been in that
hostile of an environment
before.”

How will Bruins handle all
those extra travel miles?
Using Google Earth to
measure the distance be-
tween each team’s home
stadium and its respective
game sites, Bookies.com
calculated that UCLA will
travel the most miles — a
whopping 22,048 — of any
Big Ten team this season.

(Yes, we know the Bruins
are an outlier among confer-
ence teams considering they
play home games so far
away from campus, but the
point remains.)

That a decent chunk of
those miles will be logged
making nonconference trips
to Hawaii and Louisiana
State won’t lessen the Bru-
ins’ chances of qualifying for
elite status on multiple
airlines.

What might be more
significant than the miles
flown is the number of time
zones traveled — 26, also a
high among Big Ten teams.

The Bruins are tailoring
their departure times to
best keep their players
performing at an optimal
level — and providing some
much-needed rest and
relaxation on the back end
of each trip whenever pos-
sible. After playing Hawaii
inits season opener Aug. 30,
UCLA will remain in Hono-
lulu for an extra day instead
of flying back to Los Angeles
immediately after the game.

Can Ethan Garbers make
the offense elite?

It depends on how many
games the redshirt senior
quarterback can play.

Ifheis able to avoid the
injury issues that sidelined
him for parts of last season
—remember those dreadful
home losses to Arizona
State and California? —
thenthere’s noreasonto
think that Garbers can’t
emerge as one of the Big
Ten’s top quarterbacks in
his final college season.

It’s anissue that Garbers
listed playing in every game
as his top personal goal. It
will be up to areconstructed
offensive line to keep him
from sustaining too many
hits. Transfer Reuben Unije
(Louisville) projectsasa
possible starter at left
tackle alongside fellow
newcomer Alani Makihele
(Nevada Las Vegas) at right
guard. They will probably be
joined by Josh Carlin at
center, Spencer Holstege at
left guard and Garrett Di-
Giorgio at right tackle as
part of aunit that wants to
at least cut in halflast sea-
son’s 42 sacks given up,
which ranked No. 113 out of
130 major college teams.

Garbers has been riding
amassive high since coming
off the bench to complete
nine of 12 passes for 152
yards and two touchdowns
during UCLA’s comeback
victory over Boise State in
the Los Angeles Bowl. He
closed spring practicein
strong fashion after master-
ing Eric Bieniemy’s West
Coast offense.

How big of a drop-off will
the defense experience?

There’s no sugarcoating
theloss of linebacker Darius
Muasau and edge rushers
Laiatu Latu, Carl Jones Jr.
and twins Grayson and
Gabriel Murphy, who last
season combined for 32 of
the team’s 43 sacks.

But the Bruins possess
enough playmakers to forge
an above-average defense in
their new conference.

“It’s going to be more of a
collective [effort] than just
one guy coming out and
replacing Latu,” Foster said,
referencing the Bruins’ only
first-round NFL draft pick.

Toiais theliteral and
figurative centerpiece, an
interior defensive lineman
capable of stopping the run
and pressuring the quarter-
back. Linebacker Ale Kaho
is set to return after missing
most of the last two seasons
with foot injuries and will be
joined at the position by the
talented Kain Medrano and
Oluwafemi Oladejo.

Transfer safeties Ramon
Henderson (Notre Dame)
and Bryan Addison (Ore-
gon) should complement
returning cornerbacks
Jaylin Davies and Devin
Kirkwood as part of one of
the better secondaries on
the West Coast.

The question is how
much of a pass rush the
Bruins can generate. If they
can sustain pressure on the
quarterback, then they will
likely go bowling in Foster’s
first season. If not, then the
Cleveland.com preseason
media poll that picked
UCLA tofinish 15th in the
18-team Big Ten might be
spot on, and the Bruins’ new
coach might have some
explaining to do.

“Actions,” Foster said,
alluding to his verbal stum-
bles, “speak louder than
words to me.”

Santa Cruz makes most of every day

Two years after his
life-threatening injury,
the Venice senior is
‘pushing to get better.’

ERIC SONDHEIMER
ON HIGH SCHOOLS

On the first official day of
high school football practice
Monday, senior Nathan
Santa Cruz of Venice
needed no one to remind
him what it means to be on
the field again.

“I'think I have alittle bit
more maturity because I
know every single day you
could be wide awake and in
asecondyoucouldbeina
coma. I never take any day
for granted,” he said.

It was two seasons ago,
in Venice’s season’s opener
on Aug. 19,2022, when Santa
Cruz sustained a head
injury that threatened not
only his football career but
also hislife.

Fast action by medical
and athletic training per-
sonnel saved him.

He made a memorable
return to sports competi-
tion in spring 2023 by run-
ning track.

Then played his junior
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NATHAN SANTA CRUZ’S injury gave him a new
outlook. “I have a little bit more maturity,” he says.

season of football last fall
with no complications and
finished second in the 400
meters at the City Section
track finals.

He’s areceiver with
speed, determination and
an outlook on life rare for
someone who doesn’t turn
17 until next month.

“I'mreally excited to see
where the season takes me
and excited to go to college
and keep pushing to get
better throughout life,” he
said.

City Section schools
began practice Monday with
conditioning workouts.
Players need three days
before being allowed to put

on pads and helmets.
Scrimmages are scheduled
for the week of Aug. 15, with
Week 0 games the following
week. Southern Section
schools with Week 0 games
also began practices Mon-
day.

Four-time defending
City champion Birming-
ham, which hasn’t lost a
game to a City Section
school since since 2017, is
facingits toughest challenge
in years, with Marine
League schools San Pedro,
Banning, Carson, Narbonne
and Gardena the ones to
watch.

Venice coach Angelo
Gascais entering his 42nd

year of coaching. He’s been
at Venice for 35 years and
head coach for 25. Only
Crenshaw’s Robert Garrett,
in his 37th season, has been
around longer than Gasca
at the same school.

Gascamissed the first
day of practice after feeling
ill over the weekend but has
confidence in his team with
the improvement of sopho-
more quarterback Jaiden
Noel.

Santa Cruz serves as an
inspiring example for Gasca
why he coaches and for
teammates to understand
what they love about com-
petingin football.

“Obviously he’s been
through alot and came
through it and is really
developinginto a great
receiver. We're expecting
him to have a great season,”
Gasca said in a phone call
from his home.

Santa Cruz understands
how quickly life can change,
so he’s focused on making
the most of every day.

“Ithink people mature a
lot when they have a life-
threatening moment,” he
said.

He reminds everyone
that he has nolimitations.

“I'mjust having funlike a
normalKkid,” he said.
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

Ex-Dodger, Angel
Moronta dies at 31

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Former major league re-
lief pitcher Reyes Moronta,
a standout for the San Fran-
cisco Giants whose career
included stints with the
Dodgers and Angels, died
Sunday. He was 3L

Moronta reportedly died
inavehicle crashin hishome
country of the Dominican
Republic.

The Mexican Baseball
League and Bravos de Ledn,
one of Moronta’s former
teams in the league, con-
firmed his death in separate
social media posts Sunday
night.

In 2022, Moronta pitched
22 games for the Dodgers,
with a4.18 ERA, before being
designated for assignment
in August. After being
claimed off waivers by Arizo-
na, Moronta appeared in 17
games and had a 2-2 record
with two saves and a 4.50
ERA. He signed with the An-
gels the following spring and
had a 6.75 ERA in two ap-
pearances.

—CHUCK SCHILKEN

The playoff-contending
Kansas City Royals ac-
quired veteran right-hander
Michael Lorenzen from the
Texas Rangers in exchange
for minor league left-hander
Walter Pennington. ... The
Cincinnati Reds picked up
veteran first baseman Ty
France and cash from Seat-
tle in exchange for minor
league catcher Andruw Sal-
cedo. ... Boston acquired
right-handed pitcher Quinn
Priester from the Pitts-
burgh Pirates for minor
league infielder/outfielder
Nick Yorke in an exchange of
former first-round draft
picks. Texas acquired
catcher Carson Kelly from
the Detroit Tigers in ex-
change for two minor leagu-
ers. Kelly will likely back up
Gold Glove winner Jonah
Heim. Brewers closer
Trevor Megill was put on
the 15-day injured list, retro-
active to Friday, because ofa
lower back strain.

ETC

Dallas’ Williams
out for season

Dallas Cowboys defen-
sive end Sam Williams suf-
fered torn ligaments in his
left knee while taking part in
special teams drills Sunday
night, and will need season-
ending surgery.

Williams was hurt during

a blocking drill with the
Cowboys not yet in pads in
Oxnard. Hewastended to by
trainers for several minutes,
then didn't put any weight
on his leg while being helped
onto a motorized cart that
took him off the field.

The New England Patri-
ots said defensive tackle
Christian Barmore was di-
agnosed with blood clots
and there was no timetable
for his return. The team said
Barmore, who turned 25 on
Sunday, was evaluated and
treated over the weekend at
Mass General Brigham.. ...
Indianapolis Colts owner
Jim Irsay returned to the
sideline Sunday, making his
first public appearance
sincebeinginjuredinafall at
his home in early December.
... The Minnesota Vikings
signed 10-year veteran de-
fensive back Bobby McCain,
still seeking depth and expe-
rience for their secondary. ...
Detroit Lions tight end Tay-
lor Decker signed a $60-mil-
lion, three-year extension,
according to a person famil-
iar with the situation who
spoke to the Associated
Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the terms
were not announced.
Houston Texans defensive
lineman Denico Autry was
suspended for the first six
games of the regular season
forviolating the NFL's policy
on performance-enhancers.

Lauren Coughlin won
the CPKC Women’s Open on
Sunday for her first LPGA
Tour title, pulling away from
Haeran Ryu with a two-
stroke swing on the par-
three 17th. Tied for the lead
after Ryu three-putted for
bogey on the par-four 16th,
Coughlin hit a six-iron to 8
feet and birdied the 195-yard
17th. Ryu then missed a 3-
foot par try to fall two shots
back.

The Carolina Hurricanes
agreed toatwo-year, $13-mil-
lion deal with forward Mar-
tin Necas. ... Minnesota Wild
GM Bill Guerin saw more
than enough potentialin for-
mer King Brock Faber’s
rookie season to sign the de-
fenseman to an eight-year,
$68-million contract exten-
sion. The deal doesn’t start
until the 2025-26 season
once Faber’s rookie contract
expires.

Novak Djokovic with-
drew from next week’s U.S.
Open tuneup tournament in
Montreal after his victory
over Rafael Nadal at the
Paris Olympics.



s $$05 Angeles Gimes s

Y

SPORTS

TUESDAY,JULY 30,2024 : LATIMES.COM/SPORTS

PARIS € € ® oLymPICS

WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times

NYJAH HUSTON warms up before the men’s street skateboard competition. After placing seventh in Tokyo, the six-time world champion was happy to win bronze.

or Huston, this bronze 1s no bust

Three years after his
disappointment in Tokyo,
U.S. skateboarder gets a
measure of redemption.

By DAVID WHARTON

PARIS — It took Nyjah Huston
all of three seconds to fall on his
first run at these 2024 Summer
Olympics. Scrambling to his feet,
he landed a couple of tricks, then
fell again. The look on his face said
it all.

No. Not again.

As one of the iconic figures in
competitive skateboarding, the
six-time world champion had fal-
tered at the Tokyo Games three
years ago, missing the same
trick over and over to finish sev-
enth.

Nearing 30 and no longer the
best skateronthe U.S. team —that
honor arguably goes to Jagger
Eaton — Huston came to Paris
looking for some measure of re-
demption in the men’s street com-
petition.

But after that shaky start in the
preliminary round, it looked like
Tokyo all over again.

“Of course thoughts like that
come through my mind,” he said.
“All you can do is try to pick
yourselfup and land the next one.”

There would be no Hollywood
ending for Huston, no golden mo-
ment at the Place de la Concorde.
But the way he kept glancing at the
bronze medal around his neck,
rubbing it between his fingers, sug-
gested he was fine with the way
things ended.

There were a few highlight-reel

[See Huston, B7]
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U.S. GYMNASTS, from left, Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen
Nedoroscik, challenged themselves to raise their difficulty levels and it resulted in a team medal.

Fencer’s historic
bronze is a ‘blur’
American Nick Itkin adds

to the team medal he won
in Tokyo in 2020. Bé

Canada’s fast rise in
soccer is questioned
After Olympic spying scan-
dal, it’s fair to wonder if suc-
cess came from cheating. B6

Bronze medal is just
the second-best news
Ryan Murphy places in his

third straight Olympics, then
learns he has a baby girl. B?

U.S. men’s
gymnastics
revels in its
medal feat

By THUC NHI NGUYEN

PARIS — He didn’t need official
results. All Brett McClure needed
was the sight of Stephen Ne-
doroscik’s feet hitting the mat on
another clean routine to know.

His scheme worked.

The U.S. high performance di-
rector’s three-year plan to end the
country’s 16-year Olympic medal
drought paid off Monday as the
Americans won the bronze in the
team final at Bercy Arena. After
three consecutive fifth-place
Olympic finishes, the TUnited
States has now won world and
Olympic medals in consecutive
years for the first time since 2003
and 2004.

Japan overcame a shocking fall
from reigning Olympic all-around
champion Daiki Hashimoto on
pommel horse to take gold over
China, which suffered three falls on
high bar in the final rotation.
Japan, which doubled down on its
2023 world championship, won
with 259.594 points, 0.532 points
ahead of China. The United States
finished with 257.793 points, clear-
ing fourth-place Great Britain by

[See Gymnasties, B7]
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TOMMY EDMAN, long a target of the Dodgers, has
not played this season because of multiple injuries.

Utilityman Edman,
reliever Kopech
acquired in trade with
Cardinals, White Sox.

Who’s new in blue?

in a three-way trade Monday:
2B | TOMMY EDMAN >>>

A statistical look at the two players the Dodgers acquired

Dodgers flash a dose of depth moves

infield and outfield; Kopech
as a talented former first-
round pick whomovedtothe
bullpen this year after being
astarterin 2022 and 2023.
Both will fill holes on the

Avg. |OB% |SLG%| R RBI | HR

SB Dodgers’ roster — providing

By JACK HARRIS 2023 .248 .307 | .399 69 47 13

57 added depth in the bullpen
and at thebottom of theline-

Career .265 319 | 408 | 343 | 222 | 53

106 up

Bothare under team con-

After waiting until the
eve of this year’s MLB trade RHP | MICHAEL KOPECH >>> trol through the end of next
deadline to make their first W-L-S | IP H BB | SO | ERA |WHIP  gseason.
big move, the Dodgers ex- 2024 2-8-9 |432/5| 35 24 | 59 | 474 | 1.35 In return, the Dodgers
ecuted a complex maneuver Career 17-33-9 | 376 309 198 416 | 4.38 1.35 sent outfielder Miguel Var-

Monday — landing utility
man Tommy Edman and re-

gas and two minor league
prospects, Jeral Perez and

lief pitcher Michael Kopech
in a three-team trade with
the St. Louis Cardinals and
the Chicago White Sox, ac-
cording to multiple people
with knowledge of the situa-
tion who weren’t authorized
to speak publicly.

It was far from a block-
buster deal for the first-
place but injury-plagued
Dodgers. Edman is a career
.265 hitter who has yet to
play this season because of
an offseason wrist surgery
and an ankle sprain. Kopech

is a hard-throwing, yet walk-
prone, right-hander with a
4.74 ERA and nine saves this
season.

But, both players come
with upside — Edman as a
switch-hitter and versatile
defensive option in both the

Alexander Albertus, to the
White Sox. In addition, the
Dodgers are sending a play-
er to be named later or cash
to the Cardinals and the

White Sox.
In the other portion of
[See Dodgers, B8]
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AMED ROSARIO batted a career-best .307 in 76 games with Tampa Bay this season after signing as a free agent. Liast year, he was not on the Dodgers’ playoff roster.

Dodgers acquire Rosario at deadline again

By JACK HARRIS

The Dodgers’ second move of
the trade deadline was a rather fa-
miliar one.

Just as it did last year, the team
acquired utility infielder Amed Ro-
sario in a trade with the Tampa
Bay Rays on Monday in exchange
for minor league pitcher Michael
Flynn. Long reliever Ryan
Yarbrough was designated for as-
signment to make room on the 40-
manroster.

The move came hours after the
team added another utility player,
Tommy Edman, to its roster in a
three-way trade with the St. Louis
Cardinals and the Chicago White
Sox (the Dodgers also picked up
reliever Michael Kopech in the
deal). Rosario’s return will further
bolster the Dodgers’ infield depth
and bottom-of-the-order options.

A 28-year-old veteran who fin-
ished last season with the Dodgers

(though missed the cut for their
postseason roster) after being ac-
quired from the Cleveland Guard-
ians, Rosario signed with the Rays
as a free agent this offseason and
batted .307 in 76 games.

For the Dodgers, Rosario will
provide a right-handed infield bat,
something the club is currently
missing with Chris Taylor, Miguel
Rojas and Mookie Betts on the in-
jured list. Rosario also provides
versatility, having made starts at
second base, third base, shortstop
and right field this season.

The Dodgers acquired Rosario
at the deadline last year from the
Cleveland Guardians, trading him
for then-struggling pitcher Noah
Syndergaard. But Rosario batted
only .256 with a .709 OPS over the
remainder of the season. And after
missing out on the Dodgers’ Na-
tional League Division Series ros-
ter, it was no surprise he signed
elsewhere last winter.

As amember of the Rays, Rosa-

rio was putting together one of his
best bigleague seasons. Though he
wasn’t playing on an everyday ba-
sis, Rosario’s batting average was a
career high, while his 17 doubles
ranked fourth on the team. His .748
OPSisthe second-highest mark he
has had in a season. And his 114
OPS+ (an all-encompassing offen-
sive stat in which 100 is considered
league average) was the best of any
of his eight MLB seasons.

Rosario gives the Dodgers add-
ed coverage at third base, where
Max Muncy has been absent for
more than two months because of
an oblique strain. It gives the club
another shortstop option, with Ro-
jas and Betts currently on the in-
jured list. Most importantly, he
represents a potential upgrade
over the team’s other bottom-half
hitters, an area of concern the Dod-
gers wanted to address at the
deadline.

Yarbrough, a fellow 2023 dead-
line acquisitionwhohad a3.74 ERA

this season, was the odd man out
from Monday’s moves, creating
room on the 40-man roster for Ro-
sario and in the bullpen for
Kopech.

The Dodgers could still look to
trade Yarbrough before Tuesday’s
deadline similar to how they dealt
starting pitcher James Paxton last
week after designating him for as-
signment.

Withlessthan 24 hoursto goun-
til the deadline, and lineup and
bullpen additions now secured, the
Dodgers’ main focus will probably
shift to starting pitching, where
the team remains in play for Gar-
rett Crochet and Jack Flaherty, ac-
cording to people with knowledge
of the situation who weren’t au-
thorized to speak publicly.

Ex-Dodger Turner
traded to Mariners

The Seattle Mariners acquired
veteran Justin Turner from the To-

ronto Blue Jays in exchange for mi-
nor league outfielder RJ Schreck
and cash considerations.

Turner is expected, for now, to
get the bulk of playing time at first
base for Seattle, but he can also
play third base and was the desig-
nated hitter for 71 of the 89 games
he appeared in for Toronto. The 39-
year-old is hitting .254 with six ho-
mers and 31 RBIs but since June 1
has batted .301 with an .800 OPS.

Turner played in nine consecu-
tive postseasons with the Dodgers,
hitting .270 with 13 home runs and
42 RBIs in 86 games.

“Justin has been one of the most
productive corner infield bats in
theleague for over adecade,” Mari-
ners general manager Justin Hol-
lander said. “With his track record
at the plate and extensive experi-
ence in the postseason, heis avalu-
able addition.”

Associated Press contributed to
thisreport.

Stafford’s planned off

day lets Rams feature
Garoppolo, Bennett

STAFF REPORTS

No elbow problem. No money-
related hold-in.

Just a scheduled day off.

Rams quarterback Matthew
Stafford did not practice Monday
— the team’s first in pads — but
coach Sean McVay shut down
speculation quicker than a
Stafford-delivered pass during a
two-minute drill.

“This was part of the plan all
along,” McVay said, adding,
“There’s nothing wrong with him.
He’s good.”

Jimmy Garoppolo took
Stafford’s place with the first-team
offense and Stetson Bennett
worked with the second team.

Although both excelled at
times, there is no replacing
Stafford. The 16th-year pro is the
key player for a team that will enter
the season with far greater expec-
tations than the 2023 version that
finished with a better-than-antici-
pated 10-7 record and made the
playoffs.

So managing Stafford’s work-
load, and keeping the 36-year-old
injury free, remains paramount.

In 2022, after the Rams’ victory
in Super Bowl LVI, Stafford did not
throw passes during the offseason
and was limited in training camp
because of right elbow tendinitis.
Midway through a lost season, he

sustained a concussion that forced
him to sit out a game and then a
spinal injury that sidelined him the
last seven games.

Last season, Stafford returned
to an elite level. After sitting out
one midseason game because of a
thumb injury, he led the Rams’ sec-
ond-half surge to the postseason.

During the offseason, Stafford
surprised the Rams by asking for a
contract adjustment. The Rams fi-
nally gave inlast week and resolved
the situation as players were re-
porting for training camp.

Stafford looked sharp through-
out the first week of workouts, de-
livering passes from all angles to
Cooper Kupp, Puka Nacua and
other Rams receivers. But after a
day off Sunday, he was not in his
jersey Monday.

McVay said the decision to sit
Stafford was made because of the
amount of throws he made and be-
cause Monday’s practice would be
heavy on running plays. Stafford
will practice Tuesday, McVay said.

“We have amuch better grasp of
... just where he’s at in this part in
his career,” McVay said. “You don’t
ever want to have any of those el-
bow issues creep up again.”

Garoppolo, 32, has a history of
injuries, but the llth-year pro —
who signed a one-year contract
with the Rams — got through off-
season workouts unscathed and
passed well in the first week of

RYAN SUN Associated Press

JIMMY GAROPPOLO, left, talking to Matthew Stafford, took first-team reps with the offense
Monday. Said Rams coach Sean McVay: “He’s got great command. You can see he’s played a lot.”

camp. On Monday, his experience
and increasing comfort in the of-
fense showed. A touchdown passto
tight end Hunter Long in the back
of the end zone harked to throws
Garoppolo made with the San
Francisco 49ers against the Rams
while forging an 8-0 record in regu-
lar-season games.

“He’s got great command,” Mc-
Vay said. “You can see he’s played a
lot.”

Bennett, a second-year pro,
spent all of last season on the non-
football injury/illness list. Monday
marked his first extended work in
team drills since the summer of
2023.

Bennett made several out-

standing passes, one on a sideline
route to receiver Xavier Smith and
another on atouchdown passtore-
ceiver Tyler Johnson. He alsomade
some mistakes.

“He had some really good reps;
some things where we can be alittle
bit cleaner,” McVay said, “But what
you do see from Stetson is the ath-
leticism. The ability ... if we lose
contain up front, he can break it
and make plays with his legs.”

Bennett enjoyed his first oppor-
tunity in full-team drills.

“It went pretty well,” he said.
“There were some mistakes, but
made some good plays too. Just
learn fromit.”

—GARY KLEIN

Slater returns to
Chargers’ practice

After Rashawn Slater left prac-
tice early Friday and sat out the
Saturday session because of an
undisclosed injury, the startingleft
tackle returned in full pads Mon-
day. Taking Slater out Friday was
“out of an abundance of caution,”
according to Chargers coach Jim
Harbaugh.

Although Slater did not partici-
pate in the first 11-on-11 session, he
was back in for the second. He also
had some one-on-onereps later, in-
cluding one against star edge
rusher Khalil Mack.

—MARIssA KRAUS
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ITALY’S Alice D’Amato soars on the uneven bars during qualifying for women’s team gymnastics. She also represented her country at the Summer Games in Tokyo.

Hitting the competitive heights

HANDS collide during a women’s water polo match between the U.S. and
Greece. The Americans, seeking a fourth consecutive gold medal, won 15-6.

U.S. GYMNAST Simon Biles smiles during a training session. Despite a calf EGYPT’S Mohamed El-Sayed celebrates his bronze medal in men’s epee
injury, she will compete in four events in the team finals on Tuesday night. fencing. The 21-year-old from Cairo defeated Neisser Loyola of Belgium 9-8.
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X HAS kept its original lineup — DJ Bonebrake, from left, John Doe, Exene Cervenka and Billy Zoom — for most of its years.

In front of a handful of Alex’s
Bar employees hustling to prep
for a sold-out club show on a re-
cent hot summer night in Long
Beach, the members of X are
busy warming up at soundcheck
for the first of two local gigs last
month to Kick off the cycle for the
album that the iconic L.A. punk
band says will be its last. John
Doe is holding his bass and tack-
ling vocal duties, while his long-
time tag team partner, the band’s
sparkplug Exene Cervenka, is
also testing the mic with her vo-
cals. Billy Zoom swaps between
his guitar and saxophone while
D.J. Bonebrake keeps the beat
moving.

Unlike other local underplay
kickoffs, this show in support of
their final album, “Smoke & Fic-
tion,” carries an extra bit of ur-
gency. The lengthy tour extends
into 2025, with no true end in
sight, but this evening, it’s busi-
ness as usual. New songs, like the
title track and “Flipside,” pack a
punch, while the band’s classics,
“Water & Wine” and “Come Back
to Me,” retain their urgency.

Once Zoom and Bonebrake
leave the stage, Doe and Cer-
venka soundcheck a cover of the

X marks
the end
after almos
50 years

The longtime L.A. punk band
is touring for one final album,

‘Smoke & Fiction.’

By DANIEL KOHN

Blasters’ “4th of July.” As they
trade vocals, the pair lock eyes,
their onstage connection as
strong as ever.

“We know where each otheris
going, even if it’s a new place or
phrasing,” Doe says backstage as
he nurses a ginger beer. “So we do
share a brain in that way. In a lot
ofrespects, Ithink Exene is one of
the best writers ever.”

“We’re just a band,” Cervenka
says afew dayslater at the band’s
rehearsal space in Orange. “Peo-
ple have so much attached to
bands. It’s just people playing
music. It’'snot a big deal.”

Depending on which member
you ask, there will be a different
answer as to how and when the
decision came for X to hang up its
gear. But, specifics aside, it was a
mutual decision in which all the
members agreed that the time
was right to call it a career. “It
really is our last record,” Bone-
brake insists backstage at Alex’s
Bar. “Sometimes you just have to
say, ‘OK, thisis it.” But we had to
have one last hurrah.”

Unlike 2020’s “Alphabetland,”
the band’s first album in 27 years

ALBUM REVIEW

How
about a

OTOUp
shrug?

True to form, Ice
Spice is the picture
of indifference in
debut album ‘Y2K?”’

MIKAEL WOOD
POP MUSIC CRITIC

Two years after crashing
into pop stardom with an all-
timer of a Kiss-off in “Munch
(Feelin’ U),” Ice Spice has fi-
nally delivered her debut al-
bum — the young Bronx rap-
per’s long-awaited opportu-
nity, we’re meant to under-
stand, to prove she’s more
than just aviral hitmaker.

Eh, why bother?

That’s the nonchalant
vibe — and the not-inconsid-
erable appeal — of “Y2K!,”
onwhichIce Spice spendsall
of 23 minutes shrugging
through 10 songs about sex,
competition and the cold
calculus of infidelity: “If he’s
cheating I'm doing him
worse,” she reasons. “I don’t
care ’cause he did it first.”

An instant addition to
the long line of great New
York City voices, Ice Spice
arrived in 2022 with a blasé
attitude perfectly suited to
TikTok’s bite-sized presen-
tation. Since then she’s
reached the top five with
PinkPantheress, gone to
“Barbie World” with Nicki
Minaj, scooped up four
Grammy nods and made a
bestie of no less than Taylor
Swift. (She even shot a
Dunkin’ Donuts commercial
with Ben Affleck.) Yet she
still sounds entirely unim-
pressed on “Y2K!,” as
though global celebrity has
turned out to be — sigh —
one more irritation.

“Everybody be knowing
my name,” she notes in “BB
Belt.” “Just want the money,
Idon’t want the fame.”

What makes this ap-
proach work is the way she
plays her low, talky flow
against her producer Riot-
USA’s beats, which can be
icy and menacing (as in “Oh

[See Ice Spice, E2]

Celebrating a
directing duo

A documentary hails
the collaboration of
filmmakers Michael
Powell and Emeric
Pressburger. E3

Founder of the
Chills dies at 61
Martin Phillipps led
the influential New
Zealand indie-rock
band across four

and first with Zoom since 1985 — decades. E3
[See X, E6] Comics..........oun..... E4-5
Puzzles .........cceuuuen. E5
COMIC-CON

Rockers cap Oft! run with shows, film

Hardcore group’s final
concerts coincide
with release of feature
film ‘Free LSD.’

BY STEVE APPLEFORD

On a recent Sunday
morning on the 134 Freeway,
singer and punk rock icon
Keith Morris was behind the
wheel of his Honda, rolling
toward a final rehearsal with
his band Off! in a Pomona
studio. Blasting on his car
stereo were songs from “Free
LSD,” the quartet’s latest al-
bum, so Morris could reac-
quaint himself with the re-
cord’s far-out lyrics of alien
invasions and mind control.

As he drove, the record-
ing of nervous guitar riffs
and Morris’ panicked vocals
roared ominously from the THE BAND’S members — singer Keith Morris, left, drummer Mario Rubalcaba,

[See Off!, E2] bassist Autry Fulbright II and guitarist Dimitri Coats — met about 20 years ago.

STEVE APPLEFORD

Marvel hits the reset
button fantastically

The presentation high-

Kevin Feige deliversa  lighted upcoming releases
1 full of . that include “Captain
pancl Tull or Surpriscs America: Brave New World,”

and nostalgia after a “Thunderbolts,” “Fantastic

Four” and a couple of
rocky few years. “Avengers” films.

Marvel’s biggest surprise
was the reveal that Robert
Downey Jr. will be making

It was a big weekend for his return to the MCU as
Marvel Studios. Doctor Doom in the next

Marvel Studios Presi- “Avengers” film. After help-
dent Kevin Feigereturnedto  ing Kick off the franchise in
San Diego Comic-Con’s hal- 2008’s “Iron Man,” Downey
lowed Hall Hon Saturdayto portrayed the billionaire
hype the studio’s upcoming playboy Tony Stark, one of
projects armed with exclu- the leaders of the Avengers,
sive footage, surprises and in more than nine films over
more. (Just a couple days the course of his 1l-year ten-
earlier, the same hall in the ure. He last appeared in
Anaheim Convention Cen- 2019’s “Avengers: Endgame,”
ter was the site ofrevelry cel- in which Stark died to save
ebrating “Deadpool & theuniverse.

Wolverine.”) [See Comic-Con, E6]

By TRACY BROWN
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Satisfying end for ‘buddies’ turned bandmates

[Off!, from Ei]

speakers: “Disappeared
without a trace / Another
world beyond therealm/The
flying lights, not of this
Earth ... The hour of reckon-
ing’s here!”

The songwas “War Above
Los Angeles,” araging high-
light from the 2022 album,
written by Morris and Off!’s
co-founder and guitarist
Dimitri Coats. But after
months of touring with his
otherband, the reunited Cir-
cle Jerks, Morris needed to
clear his head of one band’s
set list and replace it with
the other. He would study up
on Off! lyrics for another few
days before leaving for a final
run of shows in Chicago, New
York and L.A. before the
band officially disbands.

“Those guys, they're all
going to be good,” Morris
says confidently of his band-
mates in Off! At 68, bearded
and with dreadlocks stretch-
ing past his knees, the singer
has never been busier. “Once
we start rehearsing, that’ll
help me cough up a lot of
that stuffin my head.”

Off! is now on indefinite
hiatus after its farewell per-
formance Friday at the Be-
lasco in downtown Los An-
geles, but this punk rock
swan song comes at a mo-
ment of celebration for the
hardcore supergroup.
That’s because the final
shows coincided with the
hard-won release of the
band’s feature film, also
called “Free LL.SD,” arock 'n’
roll science fiction comedy in
the tradition of 1984’s “Repo
Man.”

Morris stars as the unful-
filled owner of an adult spe-
cialty shop, who spends his
free time hosting a conspira-
cy-themed podcast on
UFOs, pyramids and
Sasquatch. When he falls for
a younger woman but can’t
perform sexually, he turns to
a mysterious doctor who
prescribes a drug that not
only cures erectile dysfunc-
tion but opens his mind to
other dimensions. He dis-
covers an alternate plane of
existence where he’s the
singerinaband at the center
of a battle between good and
evil extraterrestrials.

The film was written and
directed by Coats, and fea-
tures the band alongside a
cast that includes Jack
Black and underground mu-
sic figures David Yow from
the Jesus Lizard, Davey Ha-
vok from AFI, Chris D. from
the Flesh Eaters, Don Bolles
from the Germs, late Dead
Kennedys drummer DH
Peligro, Zander Schloss
from the Circle Jerks and
Angelo Moore from Fish-
bone.

“It’s areal hodgepodge of
punk rock royalty,” says
Coats, who studied acting at
Juilliard before turning to
music. “Look, we didn’t
make ‘Citizen Kane’ here.
It’s a midnight movie. It’s
also an expression coming
from our scene. It’s from the
streets. We prided ourselves
using as many of our friends
inthe music world whohad a
little bit of acting chops.”

The “Free LSD” film will
haveitslocal premiere at the
Nuart Theatre in Santa
Monica on Friday, followed
by several other screenings
across Southern California,
all with live Q&As with
Coats and Morris. The film is
released to major streamers
on Aug. 9, with a Blu-ray
loaded with bonus features
planned for later this year.

“Thebottomline formeis
that this movie is the great-
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Photographs by STEVE APPLEFORD

BASSIST Autry Fulbright II, above; singer Keith Morris, below; and drummer Mario Rubalcaba, bottom,
rehearse for Off!’s final concerts. The punk supergroup’s feature film, “Free LLSD,” which shares its title with
Off!’s acclaimed last album, will have its local premiere Friday at the Nuart Theatre in Santa Monica.

est artistic, creative adven-
ture that I've ever been a
part of,” says Morris, speak-
ing in his distinctive rasp.
“Honestly, it is my proudest
achievement.”

It also marks the end of
Off! after a 14-year run, at
least in the foreseeable fu-
ture. The band’s Econoline
van has already been sold,
and Morris will focus on per-
forming with the Circle
Jerks. That first-wave SoCal
punk band is more in de-
mand now than at any time
since the 1980s, playing big-
ger rooms and traveling
overseas regularly for the
first time.

“Dimitri’s idea was that if
we’re going out, we might as
well go out on a high note,”
Morris says of Off!, but adds,
“We are going to be open to
whatever comes our way. We
gotta shut this down for the
time being.”

At the rehearsal, Morris
unfurls long rolls of paper
where he’s written the
band’s set list in big block
letters with a marker, and
hangs them up in a studio
filled with vintage sound
equipment. Coats stands
with his guitarbeside a table
covered with his electronic
gear, providing a new noisy
element to the band’s sound
on “Free LSD.”

They’re joined by drum-
mer Mario Rubalcaba and
bassist Autry Fulbright IT as
they rip through the “Free
LSD” songs, followed by ma-
terial from the band’s first
threereleases. It’'sanintense
repertoire and they attack
the set list without interrup-
tion.

The new album is still
rooted in the band’s snarling
core sound, whichbeganasa
throwback to Morris’ days as
the founding singer in Black
Flag. But the new songs have
an added layer of electron-
ics, psychedelic noise and
jazzy improvisation to ac-
company lyrics less self-ob-
sessed than paranoid about
alien forces, as Morris
warns: “There is another
side/We are not alone!”

The plan was to stretch
out in new ways and break
the usual boundaries of
hardcore. “It felt like the fu-
ture and the past coming to-
gether at the same time,”
says Coats, who has pro-

duced all of Off!’s albums. “I
said, ‘Come on, dude. Let’s
go way outside of our com-
fort zone for this. Let’s risk
making fools of ourselves for
the sake of maybe breaking
completely new ground. Not
only for ourselves, but for
this genre that you come
from.” ”

The album is the band’s
first collection of new mate-
rial since 2014’s “Wasted
Years,” and was declared “a
frenetic masterpiece” by
Mojo magazine, while the
online AllMusic guide called
it “a gloriously weird tri-
umph.”

The members of Off! met
about 20 years ago when
Coats’ first band, the Burn-
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ing Brides, was signed to V2
Records, where Morris then
worked in the A&R depart-
ment. Coats wasn’t from the
punk rock world and didn’t
know who Morris was. But
the singer was immediately
drawn to the Burning Brides
song “Glass Slipper,” a driv-
ing minimalist rocker that
sounded to him like some-
thing from his Black Flag
days. They became close
friends.

“This band in generalis a
beautiful accident becauseit
started out for years just us
hitting it off as friends and
going to get meals together,
going to record stores,” says
Coats. “He’s been in the hos-
pital when my kids have

been born. We’re like broth-
ers.”

Morris recruited him to
produce the next Circle
Jerks album, which would
have been their first in 15
years. That project -col-
lapsed amid conflict be-
tween band members and
Coats over his role as pro-
ducer, and Morris quit
to start Off! with the guitar-
ist.

The duo then found the
rest of the founding lineup:
bassist Steven McDonald
and Rubalcaba. They re-
corded in classic hit-and-
run style, echoing first-wave
hardcore but with a contem-
porary fire that made it
sound new again. Most
songs clocked in at barely a
minute inlength.

Off! immediately found
an audience of excited
punks and tastemakers.Ina
2010 rave review, Pitchfork
declared, “Off! are not just
refreshing, but totally neces-
sary.”

The idea for making a
movie first came to Coats in
2015. An early attempt ran
aground when a Kickstarter
fundraising campaign fell
short. During an extended
period of frustration, as Off!
struggled to get the album
recorded and a movie
funded, the band lost its
original rhythm section.

Soon after, Metallica

reached out with an invita-
tiontorecord one ofits songs
for a high-profile tribute al-
bum, “The Metallica Black-
list,” which marked the 30th
anniversary of the metal jug-
gernaut’s “Black Album.”
Off! chose to record a cover
of “Holier Than Thou” and
brought on Fulbright (for-
merly of ..And You Will
Know Us by the Trail of
Dead) and drummer Justin
Brown, an accomplished
jazz player whose resume in-
cluded Thundercat and
Herbie Hancock.

“He came in not knowing
anything about punk rock
except Bad Brains, and he
had that swing that we loved
about Mario,” says Coats.
“But he just took the materi-
al to a completely different
place.” (After Brown was
pulled away to other proj-
ects last year, Rubalcaba re-
turned to Off!)

Even as the movie plans
foundered, Coats recog-
nized that Off! had written
an album of songs that
promised to push the band
into adventurous new terri-
tory. And in a meeting with
Morris, he suggested that
might be enough. They
could leave the movie
dreams behind.

“And Keith’s eyes welled
up with tears, and his voice
got real shaky, and he said,
‘Dimitri, we have to make
the movie,” ” Coats recalls.
“And I got chills, and goose-
bumps, because that’s when
I realized that it was just as
important to him as it was
forme.”

After they completed the
album, financing for the film
came together. And with a
short window available be-
tween Circle Jerks tours,
“Free LSD” began shooting
in the summer of 2022 at lo-
cations around Los Angeles
with a budget under $1 mil-
lion. A rough early cut of the
film was chosen as the clos-
ing movie oflast year’s Slam-
dance Film Festival.

After a final screening
Aug.7atthe Los Feliz 3, Mor-
ris will be back on the road
with the Circle Jerks, and
there are plans for a new al-
bum. There may also be fu-
ture activity with Flag, his
band featuring former Black
Flag members Chuck
Dukowski, Dez Cadena and
Bill Stevenson (with De-
scendents guitarist Stephen
Egerton).

For Coats, he’s learned
some things about making
and financing independent
films and wants to make
more. He is starting a film
production company with
Kurt Kittleson, a veteran
film producer who helped
him make “Free LSD.” He’s
also planning to turn down
the volume and record a solo
acoustic album.

“I'm really into singer-
songwriters who fingerpick
on acoustic guitar and write
sad songs,” says Coats.

Morris turns to him and
says, “So you go home and
you be depressed with all of
your sad songs. Just don’t be
asad sack.”

If there are any mixed
feelings about ending Off!,
they insist it comes with real
satisfaction of what the
band has accomplished for
itsfinal act.

“It just feels like it’s time.
Everybody has bigger and
better things to do,” says
Coats. “I personally just
want to go back to being
buddies, the way we started
out. That’s always been
what’s been most important
tome.”

Refreshing in era of lavishness

[Ice Spice, from Eil]
Shhh...” and “BB Belt”) or
chipper and sprightly (as in
“Think Uthe S— [Fart]”and
“Did It First”). His vivid pro-
duction is rooted in drill but
pulls in traces of trap and
Jersey club. Together he and
Ice Spice know how to turn
an offhand phrase — “Fat
butt, pullmy pantsup”isone
of them — into a deviously
catchy hook, then how to
turn that hook into a kind of
low-boil mantra.

In addition to Central
Cee, Travis Scott and Gunna
put in guest appearances on
“Y2K!,” whose title nods to
Ice Spice’s birth date of Jan.
1, 2000. They’re both fine,
though each rapper’s bleary
mumbling tends to fade into
the background behind Ice
Spice’s crisp displeasure.

Does “Y2K!” ultimately
feel a bit slight for how long
it’s taken to materialize?
Sure. Yet the album’s throw-
away quality is actually
pretty refreshing in a year
long on elaborately con-
ceived pop extravaganzas

such as Beyoncé’s “Cowboy

Carter” and Swift’s “The
Tortured Poets Depart-
ment.”

Unlike her pal with the

10K Projects / Capitol Records

IN “Y2K!” Ice Spice stays appealingly nonchalant.

long trail of vexing exes, Ice
Spice bears no discernible
burden in these sneering lit-
tle ditties. She’s floating on
indifference.
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MOVIE REVIEW

Cohen Media Group

EMERIC PRESSBURGER, left, and Michael Powell
on the set of their masterpiece “The Red Shoes.”

Scorsese revives
film duo’s timeless,
subversive magic

BY ROBERT ABELE

Those who believe that
filmmakingis inherently col-
laborative know that the
movies written, produced
and directed by the English-
man Michael Powell and the
Hungarian Emeric Press-
burger prove as much, bril-
liantly. Their 1940s classics
— a wartime-to-peacetime
stretch of visionary team-
work that includes “The Life
and Death of Colonel
Blimp,” “Black Narcissus”
and “The Red Shoes” — are
timeless enchantments that
cracked open the art form in
ways that were deeply hu-
man, subversive and unde-
niably magical.

One rapt convert was
Martin Scorsese, an asth-
matic child glued to the fam-
ily’s TV, especially spell-
bound by the opera fantasia
“Tales of Hoffman.” Since
becoming a director himself
(and befriending Powell in
the 1970s), Scorsese has
made championing their
films a lifelong mission, in
recognition of their subcon-
scious inspiration on his
own work.

Clearly there’s no better
narrator than an obsessive
like Scorsese for an archival
dive into the duo’s unusual
and extraordinary oeuvre.
It’s his heartfelt analysis as
host of filmmaker David
Hinton’s documentary
“Made in England: The
Films of Powell and Press-
burger” that puts this re-
warding, personalized mas-
ter class above most movies
about movies.

Both Powell and Press-
burger apprenticed in for-
eign lands, the former in
France under MGM silents
stalwart Rex Ingram, the
latter as a screenwriter in
Berlin at the legendary UFA
studios. Later they met,
through producer Alexan-
der Korda, in mid-’30s Eng-
land. (Pressburger called his
emigration “being born at
33.”) In an interview clip
from later years, Powell
charmingly recounts his ini-
tial awe at the Hungarian’s
storytelling talent, calling
him “a beautiful mind.”

Their pioneering creative
partnership — eventually
known as The Archers, with
its distinctive bull’s-eye logo
—was forged amid the U.K.’s
need for wartime propagan-
da and cemented in the the-
matic seriousness and in-
genious craft gracing films
such as “Colonel Blimp,”
their slyly patriotic satire of
British war leadership, and
“A Matter of Life and Death,”
the fantastical trial-in-heav-
en romance. But the duo
also bewitchingly fused ro-

‘Made in
England: The
Films of
Powell and
Pressburger’

Not rated

Running time: 2 hours,
13 minutes

Playing: In limited release

mantic comedy and spir-
itual fable (“I Know Where
I'm Going!”), brought a
soundstage-built Himala-
yan convent to feverish
Technicolor life (“Black Nar-
cissus”) and, perhaps most
fittingly for these fierce pro-
tectors of the artistic life,
turned a ballerina’s profes-
sional dilemma into “The
Red Shoes,” a masterpiece
of dreamlike passion. Of
that film’s avant-garde, rap-
turous 15-minute ballet se-
quence, Scorsese says, “You
got the sense that anything
could happen.”

The partnership couldn’t
last, a sadly familiar story
beginning with their loss of
total control, and when Pow-
ell (without Pressburger)
made 1960’s “Peeping Tom,”
about a psychopathic film-
maker, it seemed nobody
wanted whatever strange
dream he was conjuring any-
more. Powell and Pressburg-
er’s friendship remained,
but their reputations — un-
like those of U.K. giants
David Lean, Carol Reed and
Alfred Hitchcock — seemed
to go the way of a burned-off
highland mist. That
changed with the attention
of people like Scorsese, the
stewardship of Scorsese’s
longtime editor Thelma
Schoonmaker (who became
Powell’s wife and widow)
and therise of a cineaste cul-
ture more accepting of un-
compromising artistry.

As enlightening an over-
view as “Made in England”
is, with Adrian Johnston’s
original score playing like a
theme from a lost work of
theirs, it’s also a beautiful re-
minder that love for our fa-
vorite movies is an evolving
relationship. The films may
be locked in place, but the
feelings they evoke can seem
boundless. Scorsese is par-
ticularly moving about this,
citing “Colonel Blimp” and
its wise, witty and melan-
choly tale of old ways, as an
ever-deeper companion of
his over the years. Great art
will always have that hold,
and with any luck, “Made in
England” will not only spur a
rewatching frenzy for Powell
and Pressburger fans but
give birth to new ones.

MARTIN PHILLIPPS, 1963 - 2024

Founder of influential New Zealand
band the Chills sang with poetic flair

MIKAEL WOOD
POP MUSIC CRITIC

Martin Phillipps, whose
band the Chills was a main-
stay of the 1980s New Zea-
land indie-rock scene that
served as a formative influ-
ence on the likes of R.E.M.
and Pavement, has died. He
was 61.

His death was an-
nounced in a statement
posted Sunday on the Chills’
social media accounts. The
statement didn’t say when
or where Phillipps died or
specify a cause but noted
that he’d died “unexpect-
edly.” A 2019 documentary
about Phillipps and the Chil-
1s chronicled the musician’s
struggles with hepatitis C;
New Zealand’s Otago Daily
Times reported that
Phillipps had been admitted
recently to Dunedin Hospi-
tal with liver problems.

A proponent of the so-
called Dunedin sound asso-
ciated with New Zealand’s
Flying Nun record label, the
Chills played jangly yet
propulsive guitar pop that
set wistful melodies against
arrangements drawing on
punk and psychedelia.
Phillipps, who wrote with a
poetic flair about art, death
and romance, was the
band’s only constant mem-
berinacareerthat attracted
a devoted cult following
across four decades.

In a statement Sunday,
Neil Finn of Crowded House
— a fellow New Zealander
whose early band Split Enz
once enlisted the Chillsas an
opening act — called
Phillipps “one of NZ’s great-
est songwriters” and de-
scribed him as having been
“fascinated by and devoted
to the magic and mystery of
musice.”

After playing in a short-
lived group called the Same,
Phillipps formed the Chills
in 1980 with a lineup that in-
cluded his sister Rachel; in
1982, the band signed to Fly-
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JORDI VIDAL Redferns

Martin Phillipps performs during a music festival in Barcelona, Spain, in 2016.
The Chills were known as a formative indie-rock band that influenced R.E.M.

ing Nun —whose other other
tightly connected acts were
the Clean, the Bats and the
Verlaines — and proceeded
to make a string of scrappy
yet tuneful singles including
the stomping “I Love My
Leather Jacket” and “Pink
Frost,” which became per-
haps the band’s best-known
song. “I want to stop my cry-
ing/But she’s lying there dy-
ing,” Phillipps sang over an
oddly buoyant bass line — a
striking juxtaposition that
led Spin magazine to advise
readers to “imagine Paul
McCartney attempting Joy
Division.”

Having already cycled
through more than half a
dozen lineups, the Chills
dropped their first studio
LP, “Brave Words,” in 1987;
for their follow-up, 1990’s
“Submarine Bells,” they
signed in the U.S. to Warner
Bros. subsidiary Slash Re-
cords, which helped drive
the knowingly titled “Heav-
enly Pop Hit” to No. 17 on
Billboard’s modern rock

chart.

Eager to capitalize on
that success, Slash brought
the Chills to Los Angeles to
record the band’s next al-
bum, 1992’s “Soft Bomb.” Pe-
ter Holsapple, who’d played
with R.E.M. on its smash
“Out of Time” LP, contrib-
uted keyboards in the stu-
dio, while Van Dyke Parks
devised a characteristically
whimsical orchestral ar-
rangement for the song “Wa-
ter Wolves.”

Parks, the veteran pop
eccentric known for his work
in the 1960s with Randy
Newman and the Beach
Boys, invited the Chills to
Capitol Studios to watch
him oversee the recording
session, Phillipps told
KCRW in 2022. Yet the band
showed up late: “We took a
wrong turn, so we missed the
speech that Van Dyke gave
the orchestra about what
they were doing,” Phillipps
said. “But it was beautiful
being there and hearing it
come to life.”

The Chills broke up after
touring “Soft Bomb” but lat-
er reunited (with yet anoth-
er lineup); the band’s most
recent album, “Scatter-
brain,” came out in 2021

Information about
Phillipps’ survivors wasn’t
immediately available.

Phillipps spoke candidly
about the challenges of sur-
viving the music industry, as
in a 1992 interview with
The Times in which he ad-
mitted that the “single
biggest problem so far has
been just trying to keep
bands together when we
can’t afford to pay ourselves
anything.”

Yet the Chills’ music put
across an abiding belief in
the power of a great song.

“SoIstand andthe sound
goes straight through my
body / I'm so bloated up,
happy, I can throw things
around me,” Phillipps sang
in “Heavenly Pop Hit.” “I'm
growing in stages and have
been for ages / Just singing
and floating and free.”

Yuval Sharon extends Detroit contract

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETROIT — Yuval
Sharon, founder and co-ar-
tistic director of the ac-
claimed L.A. opera company
the Industry, has extended
his contract as artistic direc-
tor of the Detroit Opera for
three years through the

2027-28 season.
Sharon said he will shift
the company toward

themed seasons: “America”
for 2025-26, “Faith” for 2026-
27 and “Sustainability” for
2027-28. He said he wanted
to get away from seasons
that have unconnected pre-
sentations where “the pro-
gramming is something like
a smorgasbord.”

“Whenever I go to a smor-
gasbord, I have an upset
stomach,” he said.

Sharon started with the
company in 2020. The first of
the seasons under his new
deal will mark the 250th an-
niversary of the Declaration
ofIndependence, the second
will address religious figures
and stories, and the third
will focus on environmental

ERIN BAIANO

SHARON, founder of L.A.’s the Industry, will stay as
artistic director of the Detroit Opera for three years.

justice and climate change.
Four productions are being
scheduled for each season.
“I wanted to experiment
with a format that could ac-
tually fully unify the organi-

zation, so meaning every-
thing that’s happening on
stage and everything that’s
happening off stage can feel
like one piece,” Sharon said.
“I thought, ‘What are the

topics that could open up a
dialog with other institu-
tions or other organizations
in Detroit that could facili-
tate a yearlong engage-
ment?’”

A 44-year-old known for
innovation, Sharon’s initial
2020-21 season in Detroit in-
cluded “Twilight: Gods,” a
version of Wagner’s “Gotter-
dammerung” trimmed to
just over an hour and pre-
sented in a parking lot out-
side the Detroit Opera

House because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
His 2022 version of Pucci-

ni’s “La Bohéme” presented
the four acts in reverse
order, allowing Mimi’s
health to improve rather
than deteriorate. His new
staging of Mozart’s “Cosi fan
tutte” next April explores ar-
tificial intelligence with the
lovers as robotic inventions.
Sharon in 2018 became
the first American to direct
at Bayreuth with “Lohen-
grin” in a production that
will be revived in 2025 as con-
ductor Christian Thiele-
mannreturns tothe Richard
Wagner Opera Festival.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Fabulous Four’ takes
an oft-traveled road

By KATIE WALSH

In“The Fabulous Four,” a
quartet of female friends in
their golden years — played
by a powerhouse group of
beloved and lauded actors —
head out on a vacation,
where their longtime re-
lationships and ingrained
patterns will be challenged,
resulting in cathartic per-
sonal growth. Wait a minute,
didn’t I review this film two
months ago? A year ago?
Twice?

It was while reviewing
“Summer Camp” back in
May that I questioned the
robust proliferation of these
oh-so-familiar films (four
older actresses, one vaca-
tion). The concept must be a
lucrative one, but the for-
mulaisn’t just familiar — it’s
cloned. How can they keep
getting away with this?

“The Fabulous Four” is

only surprising in that Diane
Keatonisnotinit. Susan Sa-
randon steps into the
Keaton role as Lou, an up-
tight, career-driven surgeon
with a penchant for
pantsuits. She’s tricked into
a trip by her old pals, the
wacky, randy singer Alice
(Megan Mullally) and can-
nabis farmer Kitty (Sheryl
Lee Ralph). They want to re-
pair a decades-long rift be-
tween Lou and Marilyn
(Bette Midler), who used to
be best friends until Marilyn
snaked Lou’s boyfriend John
and married him. Naturally,
things have not been the
same since then — for good
reason, one would argue.
Marilyn is now widowed
and has moved to Key West,
where she intends to marry
hernewbeau. With promises
of six-toed Hemingway cats,
Alice and Kitty lure Lou to
the Floridian island and
then suddenly spring it on

Bleecker Street

SUSAN Sarandon, left, Bette Midler, Sheryl Lee
Ralph and Megan Mullally in “The Fabulous Four.”

herthat thetripisincelebra-
tion of Marilyn’s wedding.
Let the misunderstandings,
mishaps and male strippers
ensue.

There are also shroom
trips, parasailing fiascos
and TikTok interludes ga-
lore, cluttering up what
could have been a rather pa-
thos-rich tale about inter-
personal Dbetrayal. Sa-
randon beautifully sells
Lou’s hurt with a palpable
sorrow (thisisan Oscar-win-
ning actor, after all), but ev-
ery time the film settles into

this core conflict, it scuttles
away to something silly, like
Lou using a personal pleas-
ure device as a slingshot on
the street, or a series of pro-
foundly irritating social me-
dia-style interstitials.
There’s also this group of
younger, drunken revelers
who latch onto the women
during the plane ride.
They’re there to be the wild,
inebriated foil to the
straight-laced Lou (a wom-
an wound so tight she never
takes off her complex cross-
body purse, not even for the

‘The Fabulous
Four’

Rated: R, for some sexual
material, drug use and
language

Running time: 1 hour,

39 minutes

Playing: In wide release

closing choreographed
dance number), but they
also prove to be the only
functioning moral compass
in the whole film. They
blanch in horror at the story
of Marilyn stealing Lou’s
boyfriend — as they should,
but as none of Lou’s friends
do. “The Fabulous Four” ne-
ver justifies why Lou and
Marilyn should repair their
friendship, just that they
used to be friends. Some-
times friendships stay in the
past for areason.

Ralph proves to be a
steady supporting presence,
despite a confounding sub-
plot concerning her devout
Christian daughter and gay
grandson. Mullally’s Alice is
just there to be a good-time
gal and stoner, gobbling

gummies and whisking ev-
ery comely waiter into a clos-
et for a liaison. Midler is
game for what her outland-
ish — and somewhat odious
— character gets up to.
Bruce Greenwood and Tim-
othy V. Murphy report for
duty as the age-appropriate
hotties.

Director Jocelyn Moor-
house (“The Dressmaker”)
has a long resume, but she
shoots this in the style in
which every other one of
these films has been filmed:
flat, bright and colorful. Sa-
vannah, Ga., subs in for Key
West, with the island itself
captured only in b-roll, so
the film doesn’t express the
essence of the place.

There’s a version of this
film, about this conflict, with
the twists and turns along
the way, that could be com-
pelling, and Sarandon’s per-
formance shows us what
could be. Which is why it’s so
frustrating when it con-
stantly swerves away from
anything real. This four-
some may be appealing, but
the film is beyond formulaic,
and far from fabulous.

Walshis a Tribune News
Service film critic.
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LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz

YOU'RE A TRUMP
SUPPORTER, AND I'M
WONDERING: WHY YOU
ARE WEARING A FAKE
BANDAGE OVER YOUR EAR?

Wichasl Syraicalon
oo 15: ilaioalam]

oIty Ao

2024 LALO ALCARAZ Distribsedd by
e GG Az Com  elonlcannz el

7i30

PICKLES By Brian Crane

AND THAT WE'RE NOT
IN SOME WEIRD CULT.

ALSO, IT'S NOT A BANDAGE,
IT°S A TINY DIAPER.

YOU WOULLD NoT
BELIEVE WHAT EARL
SAID O ME,
PEARL.

GET THIS. HE THINKS
VM JEALOUS OF HIS
BALPNESS BECAUSE
HE POESNT HAVE TO
SPEND ANY TIME ON
HIS HAIR. I9N'T
THAT RIPICULOLST
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SCU00L STARTS
IN A FEW WEEKS.
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CANDORVILLE By Darrin Bell

YKNOW, | WAS NEVER
_ WARRIZ PRESIDENCY...

INTERESTED IN A KAMALA |-

~UNTIL NOW. ALL OF A
SUPPEN, IM EXCITEP
ABOUT THE PROSPECT.

s

| REALIZED
ACTUALLY
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HOW 16 THAT POSGIBLEZ

ITS LIKE THAT TIME IN
THE MINETIES WHEN [
THOUGHT CELL PHONEE
WERE EIPICOLOVE, UNTIL
1 couLp
AFFOED OMNE.

| WONDER WHAT ELSE
| COULPVE HADP THAT |
TOLD MYGELF | DIPN'T
WANT JUET 'CAUSE |
. THOUGHT IT WAS EUT

: ‘. _

N
THIS |6 EITHER ABOUT
ME OR A NEW $TAR
TREK SHOW.

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKS af  WWW.CANDORVILLE COM

HOU'VE GOT A PHONE
CALL ABOUT HOUR
GRILLING, DAD!

Caps Lock? "
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

| MAN, YOU EVER HAVE ONE OF THOSE |
DAYS 3 ;

|8 SPECTACULAR AND YOU JUST LOVE

EVERY MOMENT 2

OH.YEAH. YOU MEAN WHERE EVERYTHING |

MAYBE ALL OPTIMISTS WERE ONCE
PROPPED ON THEIR HEAPRS.

S
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I'M HAVING ONE
OF THOSE DAYS!
T'M HAVING ONE
OF THOSE PAYS!

MarkTatulli.com |

s ATS S G by Sy Fkem

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE
UNDER SO MUCH STRESS
THESE DAYS.

1 WORRK THAT 40ULL GET
OVERWHELMED BY THE
PRESSURE AND SINK INTO
A PIT OF DESPAIR/

IS 1T FRON GUY FIERI ON
THE FOOD CHANNEL?
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bit me musta
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MACANUDO By Liniers

G0 DEEP [NTO \\')
THE WOOPS... §

WHERE MYSTERIES
ARE WHISPERED.

BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall
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oU TO 5

9.97 COME ON, DAG, I'VE SEEN

YOU GO FASTER

WELL, YOU CAN'T GET
MORE MOTIVATED THAN
THAT -E5
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NEVER EASY WHEN
A PET RUNS AWAY,
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SIX CHIX By Bianca Xunise

DO YOU LIKE TO SLEEP
TO DELI S0unps?
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FRAZZ By Jef Mallett
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MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell
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MIGHT'VE URGED | | COFFEE FOR RECOMMEND READING?
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BEVERAGE FOR
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PEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

il 5UPPOSED TO BE |,
1| GUARDING THIS HOUSE! |-

ALL RIGHT, CHUCK, WHERE 15 HE,
3| WHERES MY || CHUCK ? (HERE'S MY
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Solutions to Monday’s puzzles

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
(or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
You feel like you’re playing a
small part, but glue also feels
that way. Inthe end, time en-
sures it’s the thing keeping
everything else together.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): There’s a growing sense
of contentment creeping up
on you. Today, you’re happy
because you decided to be.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
You feel like your main job is
a moral support position,
and you’re not wrong. By
helping others, you figure
out what your best gifts are.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
Even if you set out to do
things on your own, people
will be drawn to you. To get
time to yourselfis a struggle
that may not be worth it.
Learn from the collective.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
Words mean something dif-
ferent than their definition.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
You’ll make key judgments
today. You’ll pose questions,
gather information and go
with your gut.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
To recognize a boundary
and make sureit’shonoredis
an act of respect that makes
relationships better, espe-
cially ifit’s your boundary.

Scorpio (Oct.24-Nov.21):
It’s your move. Again. Noth-
ing will happen until you act,
S0 it’s your turn until the
next thing happens. If it’s
still unclear if the other per-
son is your opponent or
teammate, they’re both.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): You can’t make
them see it your way, but try.
The exercise teaches you
what’s important to you.
Those who get it join you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Every time a feeling
comes up, it has its own fla-
vor. The best feelings are so
complex, to try to describe

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): Compliments help you
identify strengths, but don’t
let that be your only indica-
tor for making decisions for
your work.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): You’ll be organized in
your efforts to make things
happen. To plan before you
recognize the true nature of
things would be in vain. Ob-
serve well first.

Today’s birthday (July
30): You’ll fulfill a vision for a
life-changing project. Peo-
ple will seek and apply your
wisdom. More highlights:
You'll be drawn to people
who are compassionate,
gentle and loving because
these qualities are so strong
in you. You’'ll attend coveted
events. You’ll enjoy a gift of
status. Gemini and Scorpio
adore you. Lucky numbers:
10, 3, 33,28 and 15.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.

What you come to under- them would only take away The horoscope should be
stand is deeper than words. from the joy of tasting. read for entertainment.
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1 Roadie’s cargo
5 Barrel wood
8 A flat equivalent
14 Bus route, often
15 Bid the most, say
16 Grows tired
17 Spa combo
19 In an overly curious way
20 Fix up, as hair
21 Gee preceder
23 Room under the roof
24 Technique for closing a
seam
27 Knightley of
“Atonement”
29 Painter’s prop
30 Like many consignment
store items
33 Not imaginary
36 Fur baby
37 Happy Valley sch.
38 Author info
39 Schedule opening
41 North Carolina college
town
45 Hawaii Senator Hirono
47 Farm animals with
horns
48 Metaphor for a
repetitive person
52 Jobs
53 Pipe bend shape
54 Ramen soup broth
58 Suspects
60 Hamburger franchise,
and what can be found
at the starts of 17-, 24-,
30-, 41-, and 48-Across
62 NCAA group that will
add four new members
in 2024
63 “__ been wondering ... “
64 Verdi opera
65 Dolorous donkey
66 Barclays Center baller
67 Seethe, as over a slight

DOWN

1 Pillar of Islam known as
Zakat

2 Castle protection

3 Pay (up)

4 “Tell us!”

5 Be a tad short with?

6 Assisted

7 Place setting piece

8 “People Puzzler”
airer

9 Weasel cousins

10 More hurried

11 Slightly

12 Shrine centerpiece

13 Course where one might
study Jung, familiarly

18 June birthstone

22 Make available

25 Tomorrow, for one

26 Texting :-(, perhaps

27 Ship stabilizer

28 Study of bugs

30 Tech that might repeat
“Make a U-turn”

31 Call from the 23-Across,
perhaps

32 Org. with a Popular
Baby Names page

34 Comes down with
something

35 “ur so funny!”

40 Become smitten with

41 Bengals, on scoreboards

42 Brand of battery-
powered lawn
equipment

43 “Royals” singer

44 Enjoyed oneself
immensely

46 Gadget scraped on a
peel

48 Corrupt kickback

49 Perez of “Do the Right
Thing”

50 Petite and playful

51 “Closer” actor Owen

55 Wedding dress, perhaps

56 Jekyll’s counterpart

57 “It didn’t escape my
notice”

59 Small square

61 Nov. honoree

ANSWER TO
PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

“The weatherman some-
times makes a mistake and
guesses right,” a player ob-
served when it rained de-
spite a sunny forecast.

At today’s four spades,
South took the ace of hearts
and cashed the A-K of
trumps. When West dis-
carded, declarer led his
deuce of diamonds to dum-
my’s jack to pick up East’s
trumps.

South next led the king of
diamonds. Had East-West
followed, South would have
made an overtrick. But
when East discarded, the
suit was blocked. South
cashed the queen, but when
he led a club to dummy’s
king next, he lost three clubs
and a heart.

I’'ve heard a weatherman

called yet another person
who doesn’t learn from his
mistakes, but maybe South
learned something here. At
Trick Four he must lead the
king of diamonds and over-
take with the ace.

East’s nine falls. So after
South draws trumps, he can
cash the queen of diamonds,
lead to dummy’s eight and
take the jack and the fifth di-
amond.

Youhold: 4J982¢ Q973
2 ¢ 9 &« AQJ. Your partner
opens one club, you respond
one heart and he bids one
spade. What do you say?

Answer: You have
enough strength to invite
game, especially since your
club honors will fill out part-
ner’s suit. Jump to three
spades. If your jack of
spades were the ace, you
would bid four spades. With
a hand such as J 9 8 2,

Q9732,9,A32,youwould
raise to two spades in case
partner’s hand was strong.

South dealer
N-Svulnerable

NORTH

AT763

v A5

¢AJB53

& K84
WEST EAST
a5 4J)982
vKJ106 vQ9732
¢ 10764 *9
%9652 %AQ)J

SOUTH

aAKQ104

v 384

¢ KQ2

%1073
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST
1a Pass 2¢ Pass
3e Pass 34 Pass
4a All Pass
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ASKING ERIC

Dear Erie: Throughout my
childhood, my cousin always
had to have her friend join
family events.

Fast-forward 40 years
and my cousin has moved
back home after widow-
hood. Guess who’s back at
everything? The friend is a
lovely person. I have noissue
with her. It’s just that some-
times we want it to be only
family. How doIbroach this?

PERPLEXED COUSIN

Dear Cousin: Where I'm
from, people used to talk
about having “play cousins”
— people who weren’t really
related to you but with
whom you were often ex-
pected to hang out because
your parents were friends, or
what have you. I think you
have a play cousin.

And your blood relative,
your actual cousin, may see
her friend as part of the fam-
ily. She may care about her
as if they were related. It’s
also possible that they have
adeeper relationship.

Ask your cousin in a non-
judgmental way to tell you
about the friendship. Ask
her if the friend feels more
like family. Depending on
what your cousin says, you
may just need to set another
place at the table.

Dear Eric: I am a 65-year-
old widow with two adult
sons in their late 20s. No
partners or grandchildren
and that’s fine with me as
they are still young.

One lives too far away to
see more than twice a year.
The other lives close enough
for me to have dinner with
once a week. I try not to be
needy and give them space,
but I'm lonely and sad they
don’t call me more often.

I think they’re just living
their lives and not thinking
about me, which I probably
did tomy parents whenIwas
theirage. AmIexpecting too
much?

Would I be wrong to tell
them I'm lonely and would
like to hear from them more
often? For the record, I am
trying to expand my social
circle and do things I'm in-
terested in, but I'm growing
tired of doing things alone
and it takes a long time to
make new close friends.

LoNELY MoM

Dear Mom: Please tell
your sons howyou feel! Heal-
thy communication can be
such a gift. Please tell them
what they can do to helpyou.

They may have busylives,
but you’re a part of those
lives as well.

Sometimes, in relation-
ships, it’s hard to carry the
burden of advocating for
ourselves. But I believe that
your sons would be sad-
dened to find out that you
had this ache and didn’t ask
for help.

Try setting up a regular
phone date with each of
them, it will give you all
something to look forward
to.

Dear Eric: My brother’s
son, “Dan,” has chosen to to-
tally delete his dad from his
life. My brother has no idea
why Dan has disengaged
without explanation.

My brother continues to
attempt contact via our usu-
al forms of communication
but to no avail. How does a
family approach this conun-
drum? What message is Dan
sending to his two sons: my
brother’s grandsons?

DISMAYED AUNT

Dear Aunt: I'm sorry that
you’re going through this.
Estrangement is jarring.
And for an extended family it
can feel hopelessly confus-
ing.Iknow that your brother
says this came out of no-
where, but I wish that we
had more information from
him about what exactly that
“nowhere” looked like before
Dan cut off all contact.

Often, estranged parents
are willfully or accidentally
blind to the events that pre-
cipitated thedivide. It’shard
to say what a healthy path
forward is without knowing
more about Dan and your
brother’s relationship.

If Dan will speak to you,
you should reach out to him.
Don’t try to lobby on your
brother’s behalf, simply ask
Dan to share his perspective
with you. See if he’s open to
an outstretched hand and a
listening ear.

Email questions to
eric@askingeric.com.
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“He wants you to taste his
bottle, Grandma. Just don't
drink ALL of it.”
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“All right, this time, instead of saying
‘heel, let’s try ‘shoulder.”
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[X, from E1]

recorded theyearbefore and
completed just before the
pandemic — “Smoke & Fic-
tion” came together quickly.
Doe started writing in No-
vember 2022 and as the
songs developed, X tested
them out on last year’s tour.
Cervenka says “Alphabet-
land” and “Smoke & Fic-
tion” are companion albums
thematically.

By the time they went
into Sunset Sound to record
in January, they knew what
they wanted to do. There,
along with producer Rob
Schnapf (at whose studio
they completed the album),
X decided to keep things
lean and punk rock, spend-
ingjust three daysinthe stu-
dio to lay down the basic
tracks paying for the ses-
sions themselves.

“It’s like a military cam-
paign to write the songs to
get them in shape to figure
out how you want the whole
thing to hold together,” Doe
says.

“We’'ve been talking
about this for a couple of
years,” Bonebrake says. “We
were prepared when we
went in, and from there, it
was easy.”

“We probably won’t make
another record because we
probably don’t have it in us,”
Cervenka recalls thinking at
the time. “So, let’s just do
this one and make it great.”

The album’s emotional
centerpieceis “Big Black X.”
Throughout the song, with
Zoom’s buzz-saw riffs lead-
ing the way, Cervenka refer-
ences moments from X’s ca-
reer.

The title of the song is
a reference to the visual of
the band’s name lit up on a
white marquee. Addition-
ally, lyrics like “Cherokee al-
ley/something about a base-
ment” refer to the long-gone
Masque. The song isn’t sen-
timental, but rather looking
back on what happened.

“If I could sum up our ca-
reer in a song, I would say
there it is,” Doe says of “Big
Black X.”

“It’s a funny song,” Cer-
venka adds. She compares it
to “In This House That I Call
Home” and “The Unheard
Music.” “It was just a lot of
freedom [in the band’s early
days] and wildness that kids
might not have as much of
now.”

The band says despite
plenty of references to
punk’s bygone era, the spirit
ofthe album makes an effort
to push past plain old nos-
talgia.

“It just became clear to
me that lyrically, this is a
good way to wrap up,” Doe
says. “But we may record a
song or two here and there,
but you never know.”

“When we moved here in
76, there were still a lot of
remnants of the real Holly-
wood,” Cervenka says. “Ilike
to remember that and put it
back in the world. It’s not
nostalgia, it’s appreciation.”

Cervenka says themes of
love and love lost, and ex-
ploring place and time, are
present throughout the al-
bum.

The best thing that can
be said about “Smoke & Fic-
tion,” which clocks in under
30 minutes, is that it has all

ofthetraits ofalate-eraXal-
bum: the heavy punk mixed
with elements of roots rock,
contemplative lyrics and
roaring riffs. “It’s not in our
nature to reinvent things,”
Doe says. “We have a clear
idea of whowe are.”

X’s members say that de-
spite the busy touring
schedule that will take them
into 2025, they plan on retir-
ing from the road, though
Doe says that doesn’t pre-
clude them from playing
one-off shows in bigger thea-
ters and a select number of
dates. “If you want to see X
in a sweaty club, do it now,”
he says.

A few days later at the
band’s rehearsal space in
Orange County, Cervenka
and Zoom say they’re happy
with how the past handful of
years have gone for the
band. Zoom cites his age (at
76, he’s the band’s oldest
member) as areason to slow
down, while Cervenka says
the vanrides between shows
have become physically
challenging. Since 1998, X
has played over 1,800 shows
and over 4,000 throughout
their career. By comparison,
the Ramones played a little
more than 2,600.

“Every show is hard
work,” Zoom says. “And a
big anxiety trip to get over
with. It’s hard to get up in
front of people and perform.
I enjoy it and it’s a good job,
but when people ask me
what’s my favorite song to
playlive,Ialways say thelast
one.”

“You never know when
the end will be,” Cevernka
says. “Here’s the thing: mak-
ingtworecordsinthelast six
years is pretty amazing. We
did that. And I'm happy

[
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X PERFORMS at the Troubadour last month. Its busy touring schedule for “Smoke & Fiction” is expected to continue into 2025.

L.A. punk institution X calls it a day

THE BAND, Billy Zoom, from left, Exene Cervenka, John Doe and DJ Bonebrake
at the Troubadour. Retiring from music was an amicable decision, they say.

about that. But what is a
tour? We’ve been playing for
the past 45 years and we’ll
play until people stop want-
ing to see us. Or, until one of
us says, ‘Youknow what, this
istoohard.Idon’t wanttodo
it anymore.” And I don’t
know if that’s next week or
next year. It’s a good wake-
up call for people because
we’re not doing this forever.”

Remarkably, when X
hangs it up, a part of L.A.
rock history will disappear
with it. Formed in 1977 by
Doe (who’d bring in Cer-
venka) and Zoom, X became
the standard-bearer of the
punk scene. It conquered
now-defunct clubs like the
Starwood, Madame Wong’s
and Hong Kong Cafe, and its
1980 debut, “Los Angeles,” is

considered a punk classic.

X is the last remaining
link to the nascent days of
’60s L.A. rock, with its direct
connection to the Doors’
Ray Manzarek, who pro-
duced the band’s first four
albums. His production in-
fluence ensured that X
stayed true to the members
and didn’t fallinto recording
traps that would make their
sound of a certain time.

Though they won’t admit
it, X’s time at the top of the
L.A.rock food chain directly
influenced many bands af-
ter them. In particular, Cer-
venka’s poeticlyrics, herand
Doe’s vocal harmonies, and
their willingness to fuse el-
ements of rockabilly into
their sound brought Ameri-
can roots music, along with

the Blasters, and later, So-
cial Distortion, back into
prominence.

“I think we inspired peo-
ple by example, by being
ourselves or being some-
what eclectic,” Doe says.
“Billy, I, DJ, and Exene all
have a very rich vocabulary
of American music.”

Growing up on a steady
diet of roots music, Zoom
seamlessly added that ele-
ment to the band’s sound
(he played with early rock
legends like Gene Vincent)
— so much so that Doe says
that the intro “Sweet Til the
Bitter End” has elements of
Bo Diddley’s guitar style in
it. Alboum nine may be its
last, but the band is giving
the people what they want.

“I'm in the business of

making people happy. Giv-
ing people a gift of the X
record is all I want to do,”
Cervenka says. “If they’re
happy with it. I'm happy
withit.”

Following the Alex’s Bar
show, X returned to familiar
territory with a sold-out
show at the Troubadour.
There, before the encore, it
was presented with a procla-
mation by Dwight Yoakam
on behalf of West Hollywood
declaring it “X Day,” some-
thing that wasn’t lost on the
members as they accepted
the honor.

For 40 of its 47 years, X’s
lineup contained its original
four members. Few, if any,
bands can boast that level of
longevity, even if album re-
leases were few and far be-
tween for nearly three dec-
ades. The members have al-
ways remained true to their
sonic vision and evolved in-
stead of stagnating (never-
theless surviving), as the
first wave of L.A. punk peers
could not and did not do.

“Looking back, I thought
we were going to change the
world,” Cervenka says of the
early punk movement. “And
allthose bands were going to
do great. We were all going to
tourand be ontheradio,and
it was going to be great. It
was gonna be this great
punk rock thing, like rock in
the’50s and ’60s.”

Influencing a generation
of bands in L.A. and beyond
will have to be a sufficient
consolation prize.

“Being authentic is see-
ing the truth,” Doe says.
“You can look back through
rose-colored glasses, but it’s
false. Things were difficult.
But we’re still reaping some
ofthose rewards.”

Marvel welcomes
back Downey

[Comie-Con, from Ei]

But “Avengers 5” marks
not only the return of Down-
ey — it also sees Anthony
and Joe Russo back in the
Marvel fold. The Russo
Brothers have previously
helmed four MCU films:
“Captain America: The Win-
ter Soldier” (2014), “Captain
America: Civil War” (2016),
“Avengers: Infinity War”
(2018) and “Avengers:
Endgame” (2019). It’s almost
asifMarvel Studiosishitting
a bit of a reset after a rocky
few years.

Here are the biggest take-
aways from Marvel’s presen-
tation.

Marvel is forging its future
by mining its past

By bringing Downey and
the Russos back into the
fold, Marvel Studios is sig-
naling that it sees its path
forward in the halcyon days
of its past. The Russos
helmed two of the MCU’s
biggest box office hits —
“Avengers: Endgame” has
grossed more than $2.7 bil-
lion worldwide in its lifetime
— and Downey was the face
of the franchise for more
than adecade.

It’s no secret that Marvel
has struggled to find its foot-
ing since “Endgame.” Both
Phases 4 and 5 have been
lackluster, with some on-
lookers dubbing it Marvel’s
“flop era” after a few under-
whelming releases. To break

out of the slump, the MCU is
changing course.

The audienceresponse to
“Deadpool & Wolverine,”
which opened to $205 million
at the domestic box office
and more than $438 million
worldwide, signals that this
could be a winning strategy,
at least in the short term.
“Deadpool & Wolverine,”
like “Spider-Man: No Way
Home” (2021) before it,
wielded nostalgia as a super-
power and was packed tothe
brim with cameos and
callbacks to superhero
comic book movies past.

Kang, dynasty no more

“Avengers 5,” previously
known as “Avengers: Kang
Dynasty,” has officially been
renamed to “Avengers:
Doomsday.” It is expected to
hit theaters in 2026.

There had been ques-
tions about how the film
would move forward after
Marvel fired Jonathan
Majors last year following
his conviction on assault
and harassment charges.
Would the role be recast
or the entire film (and
MCU trajectory) be over-
hauled?

The new title indicates
that the MCU is shifting its
focus to a new big bad: Doc-
tor Doom. Inthe comics, Vic-
tor von Doom is an evil ge-
nius best known for his
clashes with the Fantastic
Four, but he’s also faced off

JESSE GRANT Getty Images

MARVEL Studios President Kevin Feige, from left, with Joe Russo, Robert Downey Jr. and Anthony Russo on
Saturday in Hall H at San Diego Comic-Con. Downey is set to return to the MCU, this time as Doctor Doom.

against the Avengers and
the X-Men in his quests to
take over the world.

The MCU is leaving Kang
in its rearview mirror, at
least for now.

Focus on the First Family
Pedro Pascal, Vanessa
Kirby, Joseph Quinn and Eb-
on Moss-Bachrach were on
hand in Hall H to tease their
upcoming movie, “The Fan-
tastic Four: First Steps,”
slated for a 2025 release. The
film, which officially begins

production this week, will be
set in 1960s New York,
though its exact place in the
Marvel multiverse remains
unknown.

It was also confirmed
that Marvel comics’ first
ever superhero team will be
seen in “Avengers: Dooms-
day” and “Avengers: Secret
Wars,” meaning the MCU is
going all in on the Fantastic
Four now that they’ve re-
gained the film rights to the
characters. Considering the
official Avengers roster for

the upcoming films remains
a mystery, building excite-
ment around the team that
will launch the MCU’s Phase
6 makes sense.

Silence speaks volumes?
One of the glaring omis-
sions in Feige’s presentation
was “Blade,” which was part
of a big Marvel Studios sur-
priseinapast Hall H presen-
tation. The film, which will
star Mahershala Ali as the
eponymous daywalker, at
one point was attached to a

2025 release date but has ex-
perienced some creative
shake-ups since. Yann De-
mange, the second director
attached to the project, de-
parted the film last month.

Also absent in the pre-
sentation were Marvel’s up-
coming television shows
such as “Agatha All Along,”
“Daredevil: Born Again” and
“Iron Heart.” Perhaps Feige
is saving some news for Dis-
ney’s own convention, D23
Expo, which will be held in
August.



