America’s billionaires are
worth a record $6 trillion

800 of them hold more wealth than half of the
nation. How did this happen? In Money

Cheatle
on Trump
shooting:
‘We failed’

Secret Service director
grilled by House panel

John Bacon, Josh Meyer, Bart Jansen
and Ken Tran
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Embattled Secret
Service Director Kimberly Cheatle
faced heated questioning Monday at
the House Oversight Committee’s
hearing on the agency’s missteps in
the assassination attempt against for-
mer President Donald Trump at a cam-
paign rally in Butler County, Pennsyl-
vania.

Numerous GOP lawmakers, includ-
ing House Speaker Mike Johnson, and
at least one Democratic congressman
have called for Cheatle’s resignation.
Cheatle signaled Monday she has no
intentions of resigning, saying she is
“the best person to lead the Secret Ser-
vice at this time.”

Committee Chairman James Com-
er, R-Ky., opened the hearing by laud-
ing the efforts of individual Secret Ser-
vice agents that day. But he said he
was concerned the agency lacks the
“proper management” and said Cheat-
le should resign. In prepared remarks,
Cheatle said “we failed” and took “full
responsibility” for security lapses.

“I'will move heaven and earth to en-
sure that an incident like July 13 does
not happen again,” Cheatle said.

Monday’s hearing marked the first
round of congressional oversight of
the attempted assassination. On
Wednesday, FBI Director Christopher
Wray will appear before the House Ju-
diciary Committee. And Johnson is
also due to unveil a bipartisan task
force to serve as a nexus point for
House investigations.

Lack of answers unacceptable

Lawmakers Monday questioned the
significant delay between when au-
thorities identified the gunman, 20-
year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks, as
acting suspicious and his subsequent
“neutralization” by a Secret Service
sharpshooter.

Crooks, positioned on a rooftop
approximately 150 yards from Trump,
managed to discharge as many as
eight rounds from an AR-style
weapon, injuring Trump, Killing

See CHEATLE, Page 2A

Kimberly Cheatle, director of the
Secret Service, is sworn in at a
hearing of the House Committee on
Oversight and Accountability before
testifying about the assassination
attempt on former President Donald
Trump. MEGAN SMITH/USA TODAY
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NASA rover on Mars makes
accidental rare discovery

Curiosity’s wheels crushed a section of rock and
uncovered pure yellow sulfur crystals. In News

TAYLOR HILL/WIREIMAGE

Billy Joel
bids farewell
to 10-year
residency

He reflects on “magic”
and “crazy crowds” at
Madison Square Garden.
Any pop-up guests for
his final show will remain
a surprise. In Life
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Surprise, then action

dJ

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a White House event Monday honoring NCAA championship teams from the

2023-2024 season a day after President Joe Biden announced he was dropping out of the 2024 campaign and endorsing
his running mate to lead the Democratic ticket into the November election. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

VP and team hit the ground running
after phone call that changed the race

Francesca Chambers and Rebecca Morin usa TODAY

WASHINGTON - Kamala Harris was at the vice president’s residence
when she got the call from POTUS. e President Joe Biden was ending

his reelection campaign. And he was endorsing her. e Harris got to
work immediately. Still in her Howard University hoodie, workout
sweats and sneakers, she whipped up a statement. She placed calls to

lawmakers, governors, civil rights leaders and union bosses. e She

thanked them for their endorsements. She told them she planned to

earn the Democratic presidential nomination.

She prayed with her pastor, Amos
Brown III, of San Francisco’s Third
Baptist Church, and his wife over the
phone. Harris’ husband, second gen-
tleman Doug Emhoff, was not in Wash-
ington.

Harris would ultimately make more
than 100 calls over the next 10 hours,
speaking to Biden multiple times as
she took the reins of the flailing 2024
presidential campaign. It was her turn
at the top of the ticket. And she set
about making it her own.

Unlike her first presidential bid,
which fizzled out in less than a year,
Harris was at the precipice of power.
She had quit that race before the first

More coverage

Seeking momentum: Harris’ support
grows as Trump goes on offense. 2A

Now what? USA TODAY Opinion staff’s
views on Biden dropping out. 7A

contest was held. But now, as the sit-
ting vice president, she was getting a
second chance.

In her first public remarks since
Biden dropped out of the race, Harris
praised an absent Biden’s legacy at the
White House.

See HARRIS, Page 3A

Susan Page
' Washington Bureau Chief
USA TODAY

Democrats’
fourth-quarter
gamble has

no playbook

WASHINGTON - It ranks as one of
the biggest gambles in American polit-
ical history.

Only100-some days before the elec-
tion, Democrats pushed the incum-
bent president and presumptive nomi-
nee off the ticket - and not because
there’s any guarantee that Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris or anybody else
will win in November.

They did it despite President Joe Bi-
den’s resistance because the possibil-
ity of disruption, even chaos, seemed
more promising than the status quo.
Now victory may not be assured, but
key officeholders and strategists and
voters had concluded that defeat was
all but guaranteed without a change.

See PAGE, Page 3A

Olympic tattoos have made their mark

For athletes, inked rings
are a badge of honor

Tom Schad
USA TODAY

Nevin Harrison had been an Olym-
pic gold medalist for less than a month
when she decided to get her very first
tattoo - the iconic symbol of five inter-
locking rings, stenciled into the side of
her left wrist. She said the inches-wide
piece cost $500. She’s pretty sure she
got ripped off, but she has no regrets.

“I had no idea what I was doing,”
said Harrison, who won the women’s
200-meter canoe sprint at the 2021 To-
kyo Games. “I just wanted to get the

IN SPORTS

‘For my mom’: Olympian keeps spirit
of mother alive each time she runs. 1C

Opening ceremony: LeBron James is
named a Team USA’s flag bearer. 1C

best one and have perfect circles.”
Harrison said she got the Olympic
rings tattooed on her wrist in part be-
cause that’s what she saw so frequently
in the Olympic village in Tokyo. She was
eager to take part in what has become a
well-worn tradition among Olympic
athletes, who have been getting tattoos
of the rings since long before Harrison,

See TATTOOS, Page 4A

Ukrainian high jumper Iryna
Gerashchenko sports the Olympic
rings on her ankle in Budapest,
Hungary, for the World Athletics
Championships in August 2023.
Gerashchenko, 29, competed at the
2016 and 2020 Summer Games.

KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY SPORTS
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Harris endorsements continue to grow

Trump goes on offense,
comparing VP to Biden

Dan Morrison, Michael Collins, Karissa
Waddick, Rachel Barber, Sudiksha
Kochi, Savannah Kuchar, David
Jackson, Marina Pitofsky, Julia Gomez
and Emily DeLetter

USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Americans woke up
Monday to an upended presidential
campaign after President Joe Biden
dropped his troubled reelection bid and
endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris
as his successor in the Democratic Par-
ty’s race to stop Donald Trump from re-
gaining the White House.

Harris paid tribute to Biden in her
first public remarks since becoming the
de facto presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee. His “legacy of accomplishment
over the past three years is unmatched
in modern history,” she said Monday
during an NCAA event at the White
House. “In one term, he has already sur-
passed the legacy of most presidents
who have served two terms in office.”

Biden, 81, faced a wellspring of pres-
sure to leave the race after he appeared
disoriented at a televised debate with
Trump last month. After passing the
torch Sunday to Harris, who announced
her campaign shortly after, the Biden
campaign machine switched gears to
benefit the vice president.

Some Democratic donors celebrated
what one called the “shot of adrenaline”
Harris could bring to the pivotal race.

ActBlue, the Democratic fundraising
platform, raised almost $50 million
hours after Biden announced an end to
his reelection bid.

“This has been the biggest fundrais-
ing day of the 2024 cycle,” the nonprofit
said in a post on X, formerly Twitter.

The initial $46.7 million donation
haul includes the total amount donated
to the nonprofit, not just to Harris’ cam-

paign.
Harris endorsements are growing

The growing list of Democratic gover-
nors who have endorsed Harris include
Gavin Newsom of California, Tim Walz
of Minnesota, Michigan’s Gretchen
Whitmer, Illinois’ Gov. JB Pritzker and
Maryland’s Wes Moore.

Scores of top Democratic lawmakers
came out in support of the vice presi-
dent’s campaign, including House Dem-
ocratic Whip Katherine Clark D-Mass.,
and House Democratic Caucus Chair
Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., the No. 2 and No. 3

Correspondents use the White House Briefing Room to file reports
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of President Joe Biden’s decision not to seek reelection

on Sunday in Washington, D.C. With four months until Election Day, Biden endorsed his running mate Vice President
Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party nominee. Endorsements for Harris have grown since Biden’s announcement.

CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES

ranking House Democrats, respectively,
and House Democratic campaign chair
Rep. Suzan DelBene of Washington
state.

“To continue to move our nation for-
ward and fulfill the promise of the
American dream for everyone, it’s abso-
lutely essential we return the House
majority to Democrats and together
with President Kamala Harris, we’ll de-
liver real results for working families
and everyday Americans,” Delbene said
in a statement.

Trump’s strategy (so far): Link
Harris to Biden

Meanwhile, Trump’s apparent cam-
paign strategy against Harris is to link
her to Biden.

“Harris will be even WORSE for the
people of our Nation than Joe Biden,”
said a memo from Trump senior advis-
ers Susie Wiles and Chris LaCivita, de-
scribing the vice president as an “en-
abler” for Biden.

“They own each other’s records, and
there is no distance between the two.”

Trump’s running mate, Sen. JD
Vance of Ohio, called Biden the “worst”
president of his lifetime and said Harris

“has been right there with him every
step of the way.”

Delegates will pick Democratic
nominee

All eyes are now on Chicago, where
the Democratic National Convention is
set to take place Aug.19 through Aug. 22.
Although Biden endorsed Harris to be-
come the Democratic nominee, there is
no system to automatically transfer the
delegates from Biden to Harris. It’s the
party’s 3,896 delegates who will pick
their candidate. Delegates can vote for
someone other than Biden even if he
won their state’s primary earlier this
year.

That’s possible because of a section
in the DNC rules referred to as the “good
conscience” clause, which states dele-
gates shall “in all good conscience re-
flect the sentiments of those who elect-
ed them.” The word “sentiment” is
where much of the delegates’ support
will hinge and opens the door to inter-
pretation.

West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin, an
independent who left the Democratic
Party in May, reportedly had considered
registering again as a Democrat and

seeking the party’s presidential nomi-
nation after Biden announced he
wouldn't run for a second term. But
Manchin told CBS News on Monday he’s
not running.

How does Harris fare against
Trump in the polls?

Some polls show Harris beating
Trump by one or two points and others
showing her almost neck and neck with
the former president.

A Washington Post/ABC News/Ipsos
poll conducted between July 5 and July
9, found that 49% of registered voters
would choose Harris while 47% would
choose Trump.

But an NBC News poll conducted af-
ter the debate found Trump leading
Harris 47% to 45% among registered
voters. Likewise, a Fox News poll con-
ducted between July 7 and July 10 found
that 48% of registered voters would
choose Harris if the election were held
today compared to 49% for Trump.

Contributing: Francesca Chambers,
Rebecca Morin, Kathryn Palmer, Natalie
Neysa Alund, Ken Tran, Susan Page,
Maya Homan, Isabel Hughes and Este-
ban Parra, USA TODAY Network

Cheatle

Continued from Page 1A

Pennsylvania firefighter Corey Comper-
atore and leaving two other men in criti-
cal condition.

If the Secret Service knew there was
a suspicious person in the crowd with a
rangefinder and they couldn't locate
him, why did they allow Trump to take
the stage? And why did it take so long to
remove Trump from the stage after a
bullet came within half an inch of killing
him?

Footage of Trump standing and
pumping his fist three times post-attack
has drawn criticism for exposing him to
potential secondary threats.

Cheatle admitted under questioning
that she did not know whether the gun-
man put the AR-style rifle on the roof
sometime before witnesses saw him
climbing up the side of the building to
the rooftop and shooting — another po-
tentially significant security failure.

“Was the gun already on the roof, or
did the shooter carry the gun up with
him?” Republican Rep. Andy Biggs of
Arizona asked Cheatle.

“Ido not have that information at this
time,” Cheatle replied.

“Well, when was the last sweep of
that roof done prior to the rally?” Biggs
asked.

“Ido not have that information at this
time,” Cheatle said.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
D-NY., told Cheatle her 60-day goal to
review planning for the rally was

“unacceptable” with an election 100
days away and candidates under inter-
national threats.

“There need to be answers,” Ocasio-
Cortez said. “This is not a moment of
theater. We have to make policy deci-
sions and we have to make them now.”

No knowledge of ‘legitimate
threat’ before Trump took stage

Cheatle said Secret Service agents
would have never let Trump on stage to
begin speaking if they had known of a
legitimate threat to his life from a gun-
man at the rally. Democratic Rep. Raja
Krishnamoorthi of Illinois told Cheatle,
however, that media reports and video
footage show that the Secret Service, lo-
cal and state authorities and even rally-
goers had known of the threat at least
20 minutes before the gunman began
shooting.

That’s when the “state police in-
formed the Secret Service of their con-
cern,” he said, citing NBC News report-
ing that also said that “at 5:53 p.m. the
Secret Service notified its snipers about
the gunman” - or 18 minutes before the
first shot was fired.

“The rally wasn’t paused at that point
either, correct?” Krishnamoorthi asked.

“No,” Cheatle responded.

Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., noted
the “considerable delay in removing the
president from podium after the shoot-
ing began.” The shooter had several
magazines of bullets, Lynch said, and
“the capacity and the ability if he was
not neutralized to basically mow down
that whole Secret Service detachment,

Secret Service Director Kimberly
Cheatle said agents would have never
let Trump on stage to begin speaking
if they had known of a gunman posed a
legitimate threat to his life.

MEGAN SMITH/USA TODAY

as well as the president.”

Cheatle said agents threw them-
selves on top of Trump in under three
seconds after the shooting began. “Our
personnel created a body bunker on top
of the president, shielding him,” she
said.

Cheatle says no requests for extra
security for rally were denied

House Judiciary Chair Jim Jordan, R-
Ohio, got into a heated exchange with
Cheatle on past requests for additional
security Trump’s campaign made that
the Secret Service denied for events.

“More than once they’'ve asked for
additional help and you’ve turned them
down,” Jordan said.

“What I can tell you is that for the
event on July 13, the details that were

requested, the assets that were request-
ed for that day, were given,” she said.

While acknowledging her agency has
rejected requests from Trump’s cam-
paign before for increased security, “a
denial of request is not equal to vulner-
ability,” Cheatle said.

Rep. Gary Palmer, R-Ala., questioned
why the Secret Service didn’t put per-
sonnel on the roof of the building the
gunman occupied by saying a fictional,
comic sheriff’s deputy could have pro-
tected Trump better.

“You could have a put Barney Fife on
the roof and kept somebody from get-
ting up there,” Palmer said, referring to a
deputy sheriff character on “The Andy
Griffith Show.”

Who is Kimberly Cheatle?

Cheatle, the 27th director of the
agency, was sworn in to office Sept. 17,
2022, according to her bio on the agency
website. It says Cheatle was “responsi-
ble for successfully executing the agen-
cy’s integrated mission” of dignitary
protection and investigations by 7,800
special agents and others.

Prior to her appointment, Cheatle
served as senior director in Global Secu-
rity at PepsiCo, where she directed and
implemented security protocols. Before
joining PepsiCo, Cheatle served “with
distinction” for 27 years in the Secret
Service, her bio says, including as Assis-
tant Director of the Office of Protective
Operations. She also was part of the
protective security detail for then-Vice
President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill,
forming a close bond with both of them.
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Harris

Continued from Page 1A

“Joe Biden’s legacy of accomplish-
ments over the last three years is un-
matched in modern history,” she said.
“In one term, he has already surpassed
the legacy of most presidents who have
served two terms in office.”

She honored the president by also
speaking about her relationship with
his son Beau Biden, who died of cancer
in 2015. She said Beau often spoke about
the kind of man his father is, including
“his honesty, his integrity, his commit-
ment to his faith and his family, his big
heart and his love - deep love of our
country.”

“I am a firsthand witness that every
day our president, Joe Biden, fights for
the American people,” Harris said. “And
we are deeply, deeply grateful for his
service to our nation.”

On Day One of her candidacy for the
Democratic nomination, Harris planned
a visit to Delaware to meet with mem-
bers of the state’s delegation in New
Castle County, U.S. Sen. Tom Carper
said. She also planned to visit the Biden
campaign headquarters in Wilmington,
Harris wrote on X.

“One day down. 105 to go. Together,
we’re going to win this,” she said.

Harris must still go through the Dem-
ocratic National Committee process for
the nomination. The party’s convention
rules committee will meet to establish
the procedure to elect the Democratic
nominee at a meeting Wednesday.

But the Democratic Party was al-
ready unifying behind her. Messages of
support were streaming in. Her fore-
most political rivals were standing
down on 2024 presidential bids.

EMILYs List, the Congressional Black
Caucus, Reproductive Freedom for All —
full state delegations to the Democratic
National Convention quickly came out
to support Harris.

With its convention just beginning in
Houston this week, the American Fed-
eration of Teachers’ executive council
called an emergency meeting and came
to a swift decision to back Harris, sub-
ject to the approval of its members.

“We wanted to make our intentions
known as quickly as possible,” said Ran-
di Weingarten, president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers.

The afternoon was a blur. Sometime
in the early Sunday evening, Weingar-
ten got a call from Harris.

She had left word with Harris” staff
about the union’s plans. “She called to
tell me that she was running, and I said
... we've already taken the first step to
endorse,” Weingarten told USA TODAY.

Quick turnaround

Biden’s campaign aides insisted for
weeks that he would not be dropping
out. Yes, they had conducted polling on
Harris, but that was normal, they said.

“There is no consideration about
passing the baton to her, because Presi-
dent Biden has made his decision,”
deputy campaign manager Quentin
Fulks said in an NBC interview a week
before Biden called it quits.

But the pressure from party leaders
proved insurmountable. Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump had just survived a
failed assassination attempt. The image

Kamala Harris praised President Joe Biden in her first public remarks since Biden
exited the 2024 race, saying his “legacy of accomplishments over the last three
years is unmatched in modern history.” BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

of his bloodied fist in the air was instan-
taneously iconic.

His party was rallying behind him at
the Republican National Convention in
Milwaukee. Trump named his vice
presidential pick, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, a
first-term lawmaker who was half his
age. Former rivals Ron DeSantis, the
governor of Florida, and Nikki Haley, the
former governor of South Carolina, ap-
peared on the stage.

It was a contrast with Biden, all right,
but not the one Democrats wanted.

Holed up at his home in Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware, with COVID-19, Biden
published a letter to social media. It was
official. He was dropping out.

The letter thanked Harris for her
work in his administration. But it did
not include an endorsement. He fol-
lowed up in a second post that made it
clear he was giving his vice president
the keys to their reelection campaign.

His announcement was shocking,
though not wholly unexpected. In the
weeks since the June 27 debate perfor-
mance that prompted steep concerns
about his cognitive ability, Democrats
put a greater emphasis on the Biden-
Harris campaign and the ticket includ-
ing both candidates’ names.

The first campaign ad after a pause
following Trump’s near-death experi-
ence? A one-minute spot on Black
maternal health, one of Harris’ signa-
ture issues.

Minutes after Biden posted his letter,
former Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missou-
ri said no one knew Biden was going to
step back on Sunday. But she said that
behind the scenes, there has been a lot
of work to plan for a “what if” scenario.

“A lot of this work has been going on
behind the scenes,” she said in a phone
interview on MSNBC. “And I don’t mean
that anybody ... knew that President
Biden was going to do this today.  mean
that when you're this close to an elec-
tion, a lot of people work ‘Well, what if;
... and I think there’s a lot of people out
there ready now to execute plans.”

Still, Harris herself appeared to have
been caught off guard by Biden’s deci-
sion. She did not have a campaign an-
nouncement prepared. How could she
without it looking as if she was pulling
levers behind the scenes?

Her first public comments did not

come almost two hours after Biden en-
dorsed her nonexistent candidacy. In a
statement that thanked Biden, Harris
confirmed she was running.

Amid the swirl of calls that immedi-
ately followed, the vice president made
sure her staff was well fed. Lunch was a
menu of salad and sandwiches. Pizza
and salad were served for dinner. Harris
treated herself to one with anchovies.

Harris gets a second chance

Harris’ first presidential campaign
ended in disaster. Her first two years as
vice president weren’t planned well, ei-
ther. She struggled to find her bearings
on key policy issues such as migration
in Latin America and saw hefty staff
turnover in her office.

At the time, it caused concerns
among Democrats on whether Harris
could step up to take over for Biden
should the president step down.

And while many Democratic leaders
rushed to support Harris, an AP-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research re-
leased days before Biden’s decision
showed 22% of Democratic voters didn’t
think she would make a good president.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom and
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg
- two Democrats whose names have
been thrown around as Democratic con-
tenders in 2028 - issued back-to-back
statements of support Sunday evening.

Ilinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker waited until
Monday. He said he wanted to speak
with party leaders first. But he ultimate-
ly endorsed Harris and pledged to work
hard to get her elected.

Buttigieg, a Democratic presidential
contender in 2020, said Sunday evening
that he he would do everything to help
Harris, too. “Kamala Harris is now the
right person to take up the torch, defeat
Donald Trump, and succeed Joe Biden
as President,” he wrote on X.

Newsom, who had been mentioned
as a possible alternative for the Demo-
cratic nominee ahead of Biden stepping
aside, also backed Harris. “With our
democracy at stake and our future on
theline, no one is better to prosecute the
case against Donald Trump’s dark vi-
sion and guide our country in a healthier
direction than America’s Vice Presi-
dent,” Newsom wrote on X.

A digital change of direction

Democrats who work closely with
Harris were taken by surprise.

After a whirlwind couple of weeks in
politics, EMILYs List President Jessica
Mackler had hoped to take a quick
break. Mackler was on vacation with
her family and out for ice cream when
she saw the news come through that Bi-
den was stepping aside. She missed a
call from Harris on Sunday evening, she
said. “But I'm sure we’ll connect soon.”

Harris has been actively involved
with EMILYs List throughout the presi-
dential campaign and Biden’s presiden-
cy. Days after aleaked draft showed that
the U.S. Supreme Court was readying a
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson that would
overturn Roe v. Wade in 2022, Harris
spoke at the organization’s annual gala.

She spoke again at the organization’s
gala in 2023 just weeks after Biden ini-
tially announced their reelection cam-
paign last year.

“We know she is a candidate that real-
ly does energize voters,” Mackler said.

Democrats expect that Harris will en-
ergize women and Black voters to get off
the sidelines in the election. Harris has
been the leader in the administration on
abortion rights, said Mini Timmaraju,
president and CEO of the liberal group
Reproductive Freedom for All.

“She’s been out there building the
campaign around the Dobbs response,
since Dobbs two years ago,” she said.

Abortion rights is a top persuasion
issue, she said. And having Harris lead-
ing the ticket, “that is going to be incred-
ibly powerful, incredibly motivating.”

As the vice president logged call
time, the Biden campaign told the Fed-
eral Election Commission it was becom-
ing a vehicle for Harris.

By 10:30 p.m. local time, BidenHQ,
the name of the Biden campaign’s social
media account, transitioned to
KamalaHQ. The Harris campaign team
leaned into online memes - images,
videos or text that spread across the in-
ternet.

The campaign’s header on X was
switched to a chartreuse background
with simple black text that said “kamala
hq” - areference to Grammy-nominated
artist and songwriter Charli XCS’s new
album, “BRAT.” The campaign also
changed the account’s bio to say “Pro-
viding context,” a reference to a viral
video of remarks by Harris in which she
is quoting her mother.

“You think you just fell out of a coco-
nut tree? You exist in the context of allin
which you live and what came before
you,” Harris said.

Win With Black Women, an organi-
zation that aims to support Black female
candidates in elections, hosted an im-
promptu Zoom call after Harris threw
her name in the campaign. At least
44,000 people called in and more than
$1.5 million was raised for Harris in just
three hours, the organization said.

Roughly seven hours after Harris an-
nounced she was seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination, ActBlue, the PAC
that raises money for Democrats, said it
raised $46.7 million from grassroots
supporters.

“This has been the biggest fundrais-
ing day of the 2024 cycle. Small-dollar
donors are fired up and ready to take on
this election,” ActBlue wrote on X.

Contributing: Susan Page and Sarah
Wire
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Better to embrace disorder than ac-
cept disaster.

There’s no neat precedent for what
happens next, no ready template.

The closest may be the 1968 election, a
year of political upheaval. Democratic
President Lyndon Johnson, beleaguered
by the Vietnam War, announced he
wouldn’t seek another term - in March,
not July. The party’s leading candidate,
Robert F. Kennedy, was assassinated.
Then-Vice President Hubert Humphrey
was nominated at a convention in Chi-
cago riven by anti-war protests.

He narrowly lost in November to Re-
publican Richard Nixon.

On Thursday, triumphant Republi-
cans nominated former President Don-
ald Trump at their Milwaukee conven-
tion with widening confidence the GOP
was poised to win not only the White
House but also unified control of Con-
gress in November.

That was a political lifetime ago,
before the Democratic ticket and the
political landscape shifted.

What’s next?

A flip in the age narrative?

The most damaging issue against Bi-
den - his mental acuity at age 81 - has
vanished for the Democrats and turned
on the Republicans.

Now Trump, at 78, is the senior

citizen seeking another term. His ram-
bling language and verbal slips, over-
shadowed for months by Biden’s more
serious instances of confusion, are like-
ly to face more intense scrutiny.

Democrats are poised to jump, how-
ever abruptly, to a new generation of
leaders. Harris, for one, is 59.

Republicans have accused Harris of
being part of a cover-up at the White
House that prevented Americans from
judging for themselves Biden’s fitness
for office until last month’s debate with
Trump. That’s an allegation she hasn’t
yet answered.

“Kamala was in on it,” declared an ad
now being aired by a pro-Trump super
PAC, MAGA Inc., that intercuts Biden’s
stumbles with Harris’ defense of him.

Even so, Trump complained on Truth
Social that “we have to start all over
again” with the campaign. He suggested
that Republicans should be “reimbursed
for fraud” for all the money they’ve
spent running against Biden.

A prospective televised debate be-
tween Trump and Harris probably
would be far different from Trump’s
romp at the debate with Biden last
month. Harris was an effective debater
against Vice President Mike Pence in
2020, and she has gained experience
since then.

She often displays a prosecutor’s
confidence on the stump, more effective
than Biden in pressing abortion rights
and the question of Trump’s conviction
on hush-money charges. His sentencing
in New York is now set for Sept. 18, in the
middle of fall's campaign sprint.

Reminder: Democrats still divided

Minutes after announcing he with-
drew from the race on Sunday, Biden
backed Harris as the nominee in a post
on social media. Even before she said
she was running, a cascade of endorse-
ments followed, including from former
President Bill Clinton and Hillary Clin-
ton as well as dozens of governors, sen-
ators and House members.

But Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, House Democratic leader
Hakeem Jeffries and speaker emerita
Nancy Pelosi made no endorsement. On
Monday morning, West Virginia Sen.
Joe Manchin said in a series of televi-
sion appearances that there should be
“a process,” though in the interview on
CBS he seemed to rule out running for
president himself.

“Some path, some debates, we’d like
to see something,” Manchin said. “I
want the center of this country to say we
have a voice.” Republicans portray Har-
ris’ ideology and her roots in California
as far-left, a potential problem for Dem-
ocratic candidates running for Congress
in red and purple states.

Still expected: Huge demonstrations
outside the Democratic National Con-
vention in Chicago over the Biden ad-
ministration’s support for Israel in its
war against Hamas and the toll that has
taken among Palestinians in Gaza.

Like Humphrey and Vietnam, Harris
will have to balance responsibility for
her administration’s actions with de-
mands by activists and others for a
change in policy.

A force on both sides: Trump

Trump is the singular force that has
unified the Republican Party, unchal-
lenged not only for his nomination but
also for his version of a stripped-down
platform that virtually abandoned the
party’s long-standing positions on re-
stricting abortions and reducing the na-
tional debt.

Trump is also the singular force that
has unified the Democratic Party, de-
spite its divisions on economics, immi-
gration and the Gaza war.

Just about every ranking Democrat
has warned that Trump’s election to a
second term in the White House would
threaten democracy itself, from the
sanctity of elections to the independ-
ence of the Justice Department. That
fueled the fast-forward efforts to push
him from the ticket in the space of
weeks - even though he had won every
state primary and the allegiance of al-
most every convention delegate, and
despite broad praise for the achieve-
ments of his presidency.

Now that same concern has prompt-
ed many Democrats to coalesce behind
Harris - despite concerns among some
about her unsuccessful 2020 campaign
and her liberalism. Even those with
national ambitions of their own have
fallen in line.

“I think Democrats understand the
stakes in front of them,” said Jessica
Mackler, president of the political pow-
erhouse EMILYs List.

Will their gamble work? They decid-
ed it was worth a shot.



4A 1 TUESDAY JULY 23,2024 1| USA TODAY

NEWS

Curiosity rover makes mineral discovery on Mars

Scientist calls rare find
‘completely unexpected’

Cybele Mayes-Osterman
USA TODAY

The Curiosity rover made an acciden-
tal discovery on Mars — and uncovered a
mineral never before found in its pure
form on the Red Planet.

As the rover rolled over the planet’s
rocky surface on May 30, its wheels
crushed a section of rock, revealing
crystals of elemental sulfur, an unex-
pected and rare find, according to a
NASA news release.

The find was “completely unexpect-
ed,” said Abigail Fraeman, the Curiosity
mission’s deputy project scientist. “It’s
probably one of the most unusual things
that we found the entire 12-year mis-
sion.”

Although scientists have come
across many different types of sulfur on
Mars, the discovery marks the first time
they found pure sulfur.

“Usually, it’s coupled with oxygen
and other elements that make it into a
salt or something similar, but here, what
we found was just chunks of pure sul-
fur,” Fraeman said.

Elemental sulfur is bright yellow and
has no odor. It forms in only a narrow
combination of conditions — scientists
didn't expect to locate such a large
amount on Mars.

“It’s telling us something new about
the history of Mars and what sorts of
potentially habitable environments it’s
sustained in the past,” Fraeman said.

Scientists nicknamed the 5-inch
sample of yellow sulfur crystals “Con-
vict Lake” after a lake in California’s Si-
erra Nevada mountains, according to

NASA'’s Curiosity Mars Rover snaps a self-portrait at a site called Vera Rubin
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Ridge on the Martian surface in February 2018 in this image obtained on June 7,

2018. PROVIDED BY NASA VIA REUTERS

NASA.

Curiosity snapped photos of the
piece of sulfur using its Mastcam, a
camera mounted on its head at around
human eye level, with a color quality
similar to that of two digital cameras,
the news release said.

The rover later detected the mineral
usingits Alpha Particle X-ray Spectrom-
eter, attached to the end of its robotic
arm.
Curiosity found the sample as it tra-
versed the Gediz Vallis channel, which
runs down Mount Sharp, according to
Fraeman.

The discovery came after scientists
directed Curiosity towards a brightly
colored field of rocks, she said.

Curiosity has been climbing the 3-
mile-high peak for a decade, the news

release said.

The area is rich in sulfates, a sulfur-
based salt left behind when water dried
up billions of years ago.

NASA scientists say the channel is
one of the main reasons they sent Curi-
osity to Mars. They believe it was carved
out by streams of water mixed with de-
bris, as evidenced by the rounded rocks
found in the channel that were likely
shaped by the flow of water, like river
stones. Some rocks also have white halo
markings, which also indicates water.

Fraeman said it will take more time to
figure out what the discovery could
mean about the kind of environment
that once existed in the area.

“Right now, we’re kind of analyzing
all of the data we collected and trying to
figure out what observations we can

make that can either support or cross off
some of these environments,” she said.

Curiosity searches for evidence of
life on Mars

The discovery came on the 4,208th
Martian day of Curiosity’s mission,
NASA said.

The rover landed on the planet’s sur-
face nearly 12 years ago with the objec-
tive of investigating whether Mars was
ever habitable.

And it succeeded - early in the mis-
sion, Curiosity uncovered chemical and
mineral evidence that the planet’s envi-
ronment was previously habitable for
small life forms known as microbes.

“We've certainly found with Curios-
ity that Mars was not only once habit-
able, but it was habitable for an extend-
ed period of time,” Fraeman said.

In 2018, Curiosity found organic mol-
ecules in a crater that scientists believe
was once a shallow lake.

The molecules, similar to the molec-
ular building blocks of Earth’s oil and
gas, showed that the crater was habit-
able 3.5 billion years ago, around the
same time that life developed on Earth
under similar conditions.

The $2.5billion rover is packed with a
wide range of tools, including 17 cam-
eras, and 10 science instruments, in-
cluding spectrometers, radiation detec-
tors, and sensors to probe the Martian
atmosphere and environment.

Fraeman said Curiosity has held up
surprisingly well — all of its instruments
are working as well as the day it landed.

Still, the terrain is filled with sur-
prises.

“On Mars, something catastrophic
could happen any day,” she said. “We al-
ways treat every day as if it’s precious.”

Tattoos

Continued from Page 1A

22, was born.

Over the past two decades, the rings
tattoo has become almost ubiquitous at
the Summer Olympics - visible on the
arms, necks, torsos, ankles and feet of
athletes competing across disciplines
and in almost every sport. Some go big,
with sprawling, colorful and at times or-
nate versions of the rings that are im-
possible to miss on TV. Others opt for
something smaller or more subtle. But
for most, the mark’s meaning is the
same. It's an ever-present reminder of
the hard work they've put into their
craft, and the success they’ve achieved.

“I do think it’s become a rite of pas-
sage,” said Chris Jacobs, a swimmer
who won three medals at the 1988
Summer Olympics in Seoul. “It’s almost
like a little card for a somewhat exclu-
sive club.”

Jacobs, 59, is credited with starting
the tattoo trend more than 30 years ago.
After noticing that a handful of Canadi-
an swimmers, including the late Victor
Davis, had small tattoos of the Canadian
flag on their chests, Jacobs said, his
mind wandered to another iconic sym-
bol: the Olympic rings.

So during a trip to Hawaii on his way
back from the Seoul Olympics, Jacobs
got a small tattoo of the rings on his hip,
low enough that it would be hidden by
under his swimsuit during competi-
tions. A few years later, he got another
one a bit higher up on his hip. Then he
decided to go even bigger - a sizable,
colored version of the rings drawn on
the inside of his right bicep.

“They represent a lot to a lot of peo-
ple,” Jacobs explained. “I wanted to
mark that period in my life, I suppose.”

Before long, some of the biggest stars
in swimming - including Michael
Phelps and Ryan Lochte - were sporting
prominent versions of the rings in the
pool. And the trend quickly spread to
other sports.

Allyson Felix, the most decorated
track and field athlete in U.S. history,
has the rings inked on her right ankle.
Reigning 100-meter world champion
Noah Lyles has them on the right side of
his rib cage. And each of the past two
women’s all-around gymnastics cham-
pions, Simone Biles and Suni Lee, have
them on their wrists.

“It represents just an amazing era of
my life,” Olympic sprinter Gabby Thom-
as said. “Whether or not I continued to
run and no matter what I did on the
track after that, I will always remember
this time period and how spectacular it
was and how much I've learned and
grown from it.”

Thomas got a black-and-white ver-
sion of the rings tattooed on the back of
her neck after winning bronze and silver
medals on the track in Tokyo. She
thought about getting the tattoo in a
more prominent spot, or at least one
where she could see it. But she decided
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American Ryan Lochte is among swimmers who have prominently worn the Olympic rings. ROB SCHUMACHER/USA TODAY NETWORK

Spanish gymnast Sergio Munoz in the men’s qualification for artistic gymnastics
at the London Olympics in July 2012. THOMAS COEX/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

she didn’t want to be constantly looking
atit - nor have other people always ask-
ing about it.

“What a conversation starter,” Harri-

son said. “There’s Olympic rings on your
arm.”
Evy Leibfarth, another canoe/kayak
athlete, made her Olympic debut in
Tokyo at 17 but waited until she turned
18 to get the rings. She always knew she
wanted the Olympic ink but couldn’t
decide on the best spot. “And one day I
was just like, (forget) it, 'm going to go
to the shop,” Leibfarth said. In a spur-of-
the-moment call, she opted for the left
side of her torso.

On the opposite end of the spectrum
are athletes like Kara Goucher, who
didn’t get a rings tattoo until 15 years af-
ter she first appeared at the Summer
Games in 2008. “I felt like I hadn’t
performed well there,” she wrote on
Instagram, noting that her son helped
persuade her to take pride in being an

Olympian.

Ben Hallock, who captained the U.S.
men’s water polo team in 2021, said he
waited seven years. “Just sort of wanted
to think about why I was getting it and
what it meant to me,” he said.

The tradition has also spilled over to
the Paralympics, where several para-
athletes have gotten rings tattooed -
and then been required by Paralympic
organizers to blot them out during com-
petition.

Philip Dorward, a spokesperson for
the International Paralympic Commit-
tee, wrote in an email that athletes are
required to cover any tattoos that could
be considered advertising - and the
Olympic rings, because they represent a
competing trademark, meet that defini-
tion. (The Paralympic logo is the Agitos,
which resemble a trio of swooshes or
check marks.)

“Even as recent as Rio, the Olympic
rings still represented the entire
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movement,” U.S. para-swimmer Jamal
Hill said. “But now, when you come into
the Paralympics, if you have Olympic
rings tattooed on you, they make you
black it out with a sharpie.”

Many athletes have started looking
for new ways to make the classic rings
tattoo their own. Long jumper Tara
Davis-Woodhall got “Olympian” written
in Japanese, with plans to add a French
translation after this summer’s Games.
U.S. shooter Mary Tucker got a partial
sleeve on her right arm, with French iris-
es and Japanese cherry blossoms serv-
ing as a backdrop for the rings.

“I think it’s so cool how everybody
makes their Olympic tattoos their own
in a way,” said archer Casey Kauthold,
who has an arrow running through the
middle of the rings inked on her ankle.

When it comes to Olympic ink, really
anything goes — with one notable excep-
tion: Superstition dictates that an ath-
lete get the tattoo only after they have
actually competed in the Games.

There are horror stories among
athletes of those who jumped the gun
and then got hurt or sick; Tucker said
she knows of at least four athletes who
got the tattoo early and then wound up
missing the Olympics for one reason or
another. She said she tempted fate her-
self when she scheduled a tattoo ap-
pointment for fall 2020, then decided
not to reschedule it when the Games
were postponed by a year, feeling com-
fortable with the risk because she had
long since secured her qualification
spot. The North Carolina native wound
up winning a team silver medal at the
2021 Games.

“It’s just something to have with you
all the times,” Tucker said. “It’s one of
the most memorable moments of your
life, so you want to get reminded of that.
And be sure both to remember what you
have done, but also stay humble and
prepare to do it again.”
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Biden exit sends a jolt across USA

Some go from exhausted
to energized by the news
in a tumultuous season

Trevor Hughes, Terry Collins and
Lauren Villagran
USA TODAY

In Oakland, Calfornia, grocery store
checker Erica Guthrie burst into tears
when she heard the news.

In Philadelphia, the Rev. Carl Day
says we're living in “the worst reality TV
show in the world right now.”

And in Colorado, stormchaser Jen
Walton wants a vacation “from unprec-
edented times.”

After months of a seemingly inevita-
ble clash between two long-known and
well-understood presidential candi-
dates, President Joe Biden’s decision
Sunday to halt his reelection effort up-
ended both the campaign and the day-
to-day lives of Americans still reeling
from the attempted assassination of
former President Donald Trump the
weekend before.

It all comes atop years of nonstop po-
litical turmoil, and many Americans say
they’re exhausted, excited, anxious and
baffled, sometimes all at once.

“This is literally like living in a meth
lab, 24/7 said Walton, a professional
storm photographer and science com-
municator who founded the Girls Who
Chase initiative to help diversify the
stormchasing community.

Liberal voters, energized,
confused and concerned as Biden
quits, Harris lines up support

Some liberals were energized by Bi-
den’s decision and began lining up Sun-
day behind Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, who announced her candidacy and
secured Biden’s and other key endorse-
ments.

Other liberals fretted over whether
the Democratic Party can coalesce be-
hind a last-minute candidate and as-
semble a cohesive campaign to beat
Trump, the former president, reality TV
show star and real estate tycoon.

Meanwhile, some conservatives de-
manded Biden quit the presidency im-
mediately while also sharing conspiracy
theories about his campaign withdraw-
al, including obsessing over why he an-
nounced his decision via a statement
that didn’t bear the presidential seal. Bi-
den is isolating at home in Delaware
with COVID-19, but some speculated
there might be a more nefarious reason
he didn’t appear in person.

Harris’ candidacy also raised ques-
tions across the spectrum about wheth-
er the United States is willing to elect a
Black woman as president.

A month ago, Michigan sisters and
self-described “double haters” Olivia
and Macayla Jones said they couldn’t
bring themselves to vote for either Bi-
den or Trump. Sunday, they said that Bi-
den did the right thing in stepping back
— and that they’d now vote for Harris if
she tops the ticket.

But they worry about her chances as
a Black woman. While the Jones sisters
are Black women themselves, they won-
dered aloud if having a white man run
against Trump would be smarter politi-
cally.

“While I personally would love to see
a Black female president in my lifetime,
I don’t think we should have a woman of
color against Trump,” Olivia Jones said.
“It’s unsafe territory. Of course, I'm go-
ing to support her, but it’s not the smart
pick. This is such an important election.
This is not the time to chance it.”

Macayla Jones echoed her sister.

“People feel more comfortable having
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Marty Carpenito of White Plains, NY, left, was sorry to hear Sunday that President Joe Biden had dropped out of th

presidential race. He supports former President Donald Trump and was confident of his victory against Biden.

SETH HARRISON/USA TODAY NETWORK

a man, a white man, running for presi-
dent,” Macayla Jones said. “So, I feel like
Vice President Harris could be the vice
president again for the next Democratic
candidate. But if she’s the nominee, I
don’t think she will become president.”

Still, many liberals don’t think either
Biden or any other Democrat should be
struggling against Trump and his doz-
ens of convictions, along with bank-
ruptcies, divorces, business failures and
ongoing attacks against democratic
norms, including the Jan. 6, 2021, insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol.

“It’s very confusing to me how the
GOP line is all about loosening regula-
tion and ‘don’t tread on me’ - as they’re
slowly taking over women’s right to
choose what they do with their own
bodies, and the rights of marginalized
groups to live the way they choose,”
Walton said. “I deserve freedom to live
my life the way I choose, just like any
other American, and no one gets to tell
me otherwise. Period.”

Harris’ candidacy sparked an out-
pouring of financial support for Demo-
crats, with nearly $50 million raised in
the hours following Biden’s announce-
ment, the biggest one-day take for Dem-
ocrats in the 2024 presidential election
cycle, the liberal fundraising platform
ActBlue reported.

Trump supporters say Biden was los-
ing because his economic, social and
border policies were out of touch with
everyday Americans who are struggling
to pay grocery bills and afford housing
and are worried about the influx of mi-
grants across the southern border.

A Detroit Free Press poll released
Sunday before Biden dropped out
showed Trump beating him in the bat-
tleground state of Michigan 49%-42%.
Nine percent of voters said they would
rather pick someone else, were unde-
cided or would decline to vote, accord-
ing to the poll, which had a margin of er-
ror of plus or minus 4 percentage points.
Biden easily beat Trump in Michigan
four years ago, before the Jan. 6 insur-
rection and Trump’s criminal convic-
tions.

Day, a liberal-learning pastor who
conducts street outreach for young

Daniel Schmitt stands in downtown Milwaukee on Sunday, the day President Joe
Biden announced he would not seek re-election. Schmitt said he was not
affiliated with either political party, but would rather vote for a potted plant
than Donald Trump. MAX CORREA/USA TODAY NETWORK
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Barbara Brown of White Plains, NY, was shocked to hear that President Joe Biden
dropped out of the 2024 presidential election. She said the Democrats should
have given him another chance. SETH HARRISON/USA TODAY NETWORK

Black men in Philadelphia, said he’s
frustrated the Democratic Party didn't
have a clear succession plan for Biden,
given the growing concerns about his
age.

“They knew he was 81 years old. I felt
like they’ve caved into the public hyste-
ria and debate pressure instead of stick-
ing to the achievements of the last three
years of the president,” he said. “I'm not
certain at this point that the party will
be able to create enough unity amongst
itself and confidence from the American
public to win right now.”

Still, Day said, he’ll back whomever
the party picks to challenge Trump.

Scott James, a Colorado Republican,
commended Biden for stepping down, a
decision he called “right for himself, his
family and our nation.” And he said he
hopes that whoever replaces Biden on
the ticket commits to helping cool the
political rhetoric.

“I continue to hold hope that the vit-
riolic temperature that exists in this na-
tion will lower and that we can remem-
ber that ‘e pluribus unum’ — from many,
one — is this nation’s motto,” he said. “I
want the campaign to focus on the
American people and not on the big per-
sonalities of D.C.”

Voters are ‘scared of the
unexpected’ as Biden exit
roils presidential race

The news of Biden dropping out pop-
ping up on her smartphone brought
Guthrie, 46, to tears as she was checking
out a shopper’s groceries Sunday.

An independent voter, Guthrie said
she’s not a big fan of Biden and doesn’t
like Trump or Harris, but Biden stepping
away at “such a crucial time” has her
distraught about the state of the nation.

“I'm just scared of the unexpected,”
said Guthrie, her eyes welling up. “I was
just telling my husband that I don’t
know what America is turning into. The
cost of groceries is high, gas is high and
now this on top of the craziness we’re al-
ready experiencing. Can America be
more chaotic? It’s a lot to take in.”

As for what she plans to do come

Election Day?

“I still don’t know who I'm going to
vote for,” Guthrie said as she shook her
head slowly in disbelief.

Not everyone was as stunned. Until
now, Diego Abel Amolitos, of El Paso,
Texas, had managed to tune out politics.

The mechanic, 24, has never voted.
The last time politics was front and cen-
ter in his life was when he was a child
and his Hispanic family got excited
about Barack Obama’s election as the
first Black president, he said. He’s regis-
tered to vote, he said, but just hasn’t
bothered to participate.

But after a week of unprecedented
political events, Amolitos, who also
drives for Uber and DoorDash, said he
may have to start paying attention.

“Ilive in Texas, right, and people here
say a lot of good things come from how
they vote in a conservative way,” he said
as a cross with the Virgin of Guadalupe
dangled from the rearview mirror of his
Uber on Sunday. “But I don’t know
enough to really make judgment on
that.”

He says his vote is up for grabs, and
what matters to him most is his family’s
health and the price of basic goods.

“When I think of my family, I think of
health care,” he said. “The better service
the country can provide, the less I have
to worry about. And also, of course in-
flation and things like that, the price of
gas.”

In Colorado, progressive activist Sara
Loflin said she hopes Harris’ candidacy
will breathe new life into Democratic
voters. Many polls have shown young
liberal voters were reluctant to vote for
Biden, in part because of his age, even
knowing that withholding their vote for
him would help return Trump to the
White House.

“I think what progressives are des-
perate for is a clear direction, and I think
today we got that,” Loflin said Sunday.
“Today is a day to take a breath and have
gratitude for Joe Biden. And tomorrow
we’ll wake up and fight like hell to elect
the first Black woman president in the
history of the United States, with who-
ever she decides is her running mate.”
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COVID-19 has returned for a summer visit

We should be on alert
as seasonal peak arrives

Karen Weintraub
and Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY

With infections peaking again across
the country, it’s natural to ask: Is CO-
VID-19 still worth worrying about?

The answer: yes and no.

Yes, if you or someone you're likely to
come into contact with is 65 or older,
pregnant or immuno-compromised.

Or if you're headed to an event you
don’t want to miss, such as a wedding or
a summer vacation.

If you don’t mind the possibility of
getting sick, infecting others, missing a
week of work or slacking on other obli-
gations or opportunities, then no.

Every summer since the pandemic
began in 2020, there’s been a peak in in-
fections, though it hasn’t ever been as
high as those in the winter. This sum-
mer looks to be the same.

Wastewater surveillance data, which
tracks the viruses we all shed when we
go to the bathroom, has been trending
higher for weeks, indicating that more
Americans are carrying around the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19.

“COVID does not disappear the way
influenza does during the summer,” said
Dr. William Schaffner, an infectious dis-
ease expert at Vanderbilt University
School of Medicine in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. “It’s like a two-humped camel.”

People travel a lot in the summer and
spend time in enclosed spaces to get
cool, he noted, which are “all opportuni-
ties for the virus to spread.”

Not everyone will get sick if exposed
to the virus, as we learned early in the
pandemic.

And most people, now that they've
been vaccinated and infected at least
once, won't get very sick. The virus is
not new to our immune systems as it
was in 2020.

But the people who can’'t mount a
strong immune response to the virus —
those with compromised immune sys-
tems because of age, sickness, pregnan-
cy or inherited problems — remain at
risk of severe disease and even death if
they get the disease.

Although the federal government has
stopped tracking COVID-19 deaths,
someone dies every day from COVID-19
in New York City alone, local hospital
data shows.

“People are not taking the appropri-
ate precautions,” said Dr. Seth Feltheim-
er, internist and associate professor of
medicine at Columbia University Vage-
los College of Physicians and Surgeons.
“It makes it more important to be fully
immunized with the boosters.”

How do older adults fare against
COoVID-19?

Health experts note that older folks
are naturally more at risk than those un-
der 65 because their immune systems
are no longer as robust and protective as
they once were.

“If you’re going to pick one thing that
is the most predictive of problems with
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acute COVID, age is the biggest risk fac-
tor,” said Dr. Daniel Griffin, an infectious
disease specialist and clinical instructor
of medicine at Columbia University.

As people age, their immune systems
slow down and cannot respond to an in-
vading virus as fast and strong as they
once could, Feltheimer said.

People 65 and older also are more
likely to have underlying diseases that
worsen with an infection.

But the COVID-19 that older adults
are getting is not the same novel virus
that ravaged the country four years ago.

In 2020, more than 300,000 people
65 and older died from causes involving
the virus, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. In
2023, about 45,000 people died in that
age group according to data updated in
September.

However, this population remains by
far the most vulnerable to the worst CO-
VID-19 outcomes, accounting for about
63% of hospitalizations and 90% of
deaths in 2023, according to a study
published in October’s Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report.

Staying up to date on booster shots
and getting prompt treatment, using the
antiviral Paxlovid, are the best ways to
stave off severe disease in older Amer-
icans.

It’s unclear if Paxlovid causes re-
bound cases of COVID-19, which can
also occur without the medication. The
CDC recommends high-risk patients
take the antiviral, especially older
adults, as evidence suggests the bene-
fits outweigh any risk of rebound ef-
fects.

Vaccines aren’t great this time of
year

People at high risk of a severe infec-
tion can get an additional booster this
summer, but now is not the time for
healthy, young people to get another
shot.

People at higher risk are eligible to get
vaccinated three times a year, which
Schaffner said is effective at preventing

“COVID does not disappear
the way influenza does
during the summer. It’s like a
two-humped camel.”

Dr. William Schaffner
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

cases serious enough to require hospi-
talization.

Anyone likely to get mildly sick,
based on their age and other conditions,
does not need a shot more than once a
year, according to the CDC.

The shots available now are targeted
against last year’s virus and the one cir-
culating this year is somewhat different.
The new vaccine should become avail-
able in September.

Though because the virus tends to
peak right after the holidays, it might be
best to wait until later in the fall, unless
you expect to be in alarge crowd, around
avulnerable person or have a can’t-miss
event sooner.

Schaffner recommends getting an-
nual flu and COVID-19 vaccines together
in October for winter protection.

A booster takes less time to become
fully effective than an initial vaccine —
just 7 to 10 days, according to Schaffner.

Protecting yourself in the
meantime

Vaccines remain the best protection,
but there are other tools available.

Of course, you can avoid crowded in-
door spaces, such as bars, concert halls
and airport security lines.

But if you still want to have fun this
summer without risking infection, ex-
perts suggest you do what they do and
wear a face mask.

They typically wear N95 or KN95
masks, which provide a better seal than
the paper ones typically available at the
doctor’s office, Schaffner said.

Most people can get used to wearing
one, he said. For people whose ears get

Residents and
4 staff gather
during an
Easter concert
for vaccinated
residents at
the Ararat
Nursing
Facility on
April 1, 2021 in
Los Angeles.
The concert
was the first
social event at
the facility
since the
beginning of
the pandemic.
MARIO TAMA/
GETTY IMAGES

irritated by the elastic loops, he suggest
you try another brand or a version that
goes behind the head instead.

“If you wear them under your nose or
on your forehead, they don’t work,”
Schaffner said, noting that masks
should fit snugly around the nose,
cheeks and chin.

What to do if you do get infected

The advice for people who catch CO-
VID-19 remains the same: Stay away
from others as much as possible for at
least five days.

You never know if a stranger you en-
counter might be vulnerable and if you
don’t want to be responsible for some-
one else’s severe illness, stay home or
isolate as much as possible.

It may not matter if it's COVID-19, if
you’re at low risk and not around any-
one else.

But if you're at high risk for severe
disease, it’s important to know that you
have the virus so you can get an antivi-
ral.

COVID-19 tests aren’t perfect — they
can take a day or longer after symptoms
appear before they turn positive — and
they’re now expensive, Schaffner noted.

The antiviral Paxlovid has been
shown to reduce the risk of hospitaliza-
tion for medically vulnerable people
over 65 and not up-to-date on their CO-
VID-19 vaccines, but it must be given
within five days of the start of symp-
toms.

Don’'t wait until your symptoms get
bad to call the doctor if you're in that
high-risk category, Schaffner advised.

Unfortunately, the medication
doesn’t seem to be highly protective
againstlong COVID, in which symptoms
last months after the initial infection re-
solves, nor does it decrease the number
of days a vaccinated person has symp-
toms.

In general, Schaffner urged con-
tinued caution against COVID-19, par-
ticularly for people at high risk. “Wear
the mask. Get yourselfrevaccinated and
enjoy yourself while being careful.”

Residents are evacuated as wildfires rage in West

Acreage in Utah and
California is ablaze

Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

Wildfires ignited over the weekend
engulfed hundreds of acres in California
and Utah, prompting evacuation orders
as they torched homes, threatened
nearby communities and, in Salt Lake
City, burned near the state capitol.

The fires roared across the West amid
an unrelenting stretch of intense heat
that’s expected to continue through the
week. The National Weather Service
has issued heat warnings and adviso-
ries from Southern California to Wash-
ington, Idaho and Wyoming as triple-
digit temperatures are expected across
multiple states.

In Southern California, the Hawar-
den Fire, just 4 miles south of down-
town Riverside, began on Sunday after-
noon and grew over 520 acres, forcing
residents to leave their homes as the fire
rapidly expanded. Three homes were
destroyed in a roaring blaze that was
captured on video by local news crews.

Riverside Deputy Fire Chief Steve
McKinster said at a news conference
Monday that four other structures were
damaged and that 1,500 homes are in
the surrounding area. Damage assess-
ments were set to begin Monday morn-
ing, he said. One firefighter has sus-

~

Wildfires caused evacuations in the West, including near Salt Lake City capitol
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tained a minor injury, McKinster said.

Another wildfire in Riverside County,
the Eagle Fire, broke out on Sunday and
spread across 1,600 acres, triggering
evacuation orders that were eventually
downgraded as firefighters were able to
contain at least 50% of the blaze and
stop its “forward progress,” according to
Cal Fire. The blaze began in the city of
Corona, about 18 miles southwest of
Riverside. Several locations remained
under evacuation warnings through
Monday morning.

In Humboldt County, west of Redd-
ing, several areas were under evacua-
tion orders as the Hill Fire burned over
5,580 acres since last Tuesday. The
blaze, which has been contained by 7%,
caused at least five injuries, according
to Cal Fire. In Lake and Colusa counties,
the Ridge Fire prompted officials to
evacuate some residents as the flames
spread across 2,500 acres since Satur-
day, according to Cal Fire.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom at the
news conference earlier this month said

while the number of fires has been on
track with previous year averages, the
state is experiencing “a disproportional-
ly high number of acres burned.” New-
som cited the “unprecedented heat” as a
central factor in the sharp increase.

Utah fire threatens homes
near state capitol

The wildfires were not only con-
tained to California. Over the weekend,
a blaze broke out in Salt Lake City just
north of the state capitol, where it
threatened homes and sparked evacua-
tion orders.

The Sandhurst Fire was first reported
Saturday afternoon as it quickly spread
over 200 acres, leading local emergency
responders to knock on doors and evac-
uate some residents in a hilly area north
of the capitol complex.

As of Sunday, the blaze was10% con-
tained, according to the Utah Wildfire
Dashboard.

There were no reports of injuries or
damaged buildings.

The fire was listed as “human
caused” though officials have not pro-
vide any details. The Salt Lake City Po-
lice Department announced Sunday on
X that all evacuation orders were lifted.

Nearly 600 wildfires have scorched
more than 40,000 acres across Utah
this year, according to Utah Fire Info.
Approximately 425 of the wildfires were
labeled human caused.
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Biden finally drops out. Now what?

A roundup of views from
our Opinion columnists

Democrats can finally focus
on beating Donald Trump

Finally.

President Joe Biden finally dropped
out. The angst and guessing are finally
over. Democrats can finally focus on
beating Republican presidential nomi-

nee Donald Trump and
rallying voters who have
1 been waiting.

First, let’s not speed
past this historic mo-
ment. An incumbent
president has decided
not to seek reelection as
the nation watches his candidacy and
health deteriorate.

This is not a small moment. It is a
time to acknowledge and reflect on
what it means for the state of American
politics and our government. Historians
will study this era and find us broken.

Today, though, we can realize that Bi-
den has gifted us the opportunity to
wake up and decide what we want for
this country.

Biden’s decision comes after three
weeks of his campaign fighting off a
mounting effort to unseat him. His
failed debate performance, the failed at-
tempt to fix it, the polls that became
overwhelming and, honestly, the iconic
photo of Trump raising his fist after lit-
erally dodging an assassin’s bullet was
all too much for a Biden campaign.

Biden is the oldest president in our
history who now joins a small list of in-
cumbents who decided not to seek a
second term.

Trump, the second oldest president,
is a convicted felon who is leading a re-
imagining of the Republican Party that
for decades has presented itself as the
“Party of Reagan.” President Ronald
Reagan also survived an assassination
attempt, by the way, on the way to
changing the party.

Democrats still have a chance to
write how they’re remembered and pre-
vent losing to one of the most divisive
presidents in modern history who has
made election lies and fear the core of
his party’s movement.

Despite Biden’s endorsement of her, I
don’t know if that process should in-
clude Vice President Kamala Harris. She
spent most of Biden’s presidency rele-
gated to obscurity.

What I do know is that Democrats
have to handle the swap with a level of
campaign savvy that has eluded them.
With one name change, they can inject
their base with the renewed energy the
campaign desperately needs.

Republicans who have wrapped
themselves in criticizing Biden’s age no
longer have the protection of those few
extra years when talking about Trump.
They’ll need to reflect on the aging of
their own candidate, who would turn 80
in office if reelected.

Republicans now have to hear about
how electing Trump is really just elect-
ing their younger vice president, JD
Vance, for when Trump leaves office.
And they have to realize that Democrats
publicly questioned if Biden is still the
future of the party. They publicly decid-
ed to put country over party. It wasn’t
pretty, but they did what Republicans
have been unwilling to do.

— Louie Villalobos

Conservatives told the truth.
Democrats just didn’t listen.

If I were a Democrat, I'd be furious.

As an American, I'm appalled at the
way Biden’s exit from the election, an-
nounced Sunday afternoon, has played
out. It’s far from democratic.

Biden should have made this an-
nouncement last year, ahead of his par-
ty’s primaries. Democrats voted for him
in large part because there wasn’t a ro-
bust competition, and Biden’s advisers,
family and many in the media tried to
hide the president’s true condition.

Even though there were plenty of
warning signs, as I've written about for
months, the majority of the country
didn’t see Biden's decline for them-
selves until the disastrous debate he
had with Trump in late June.

After that, the facade was ripped
away, and there was no coming back.

People stand outside the White House to show their appreciation for President

Joe Biden after he announced his withdrawal from the presidential race Sunday.

SAMUEL CORUM/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

We're just over a week past the at-
tempted assassination of Trump at a
Pennsylvania rally, and days from the
end of the Republican National Conven-
tion in Milwaukee, where the GOP stood
behind Trump as its nominee.

Democrats are only four weeks away
from their national convention in Chi-
cago, and now they head
into that event without
the incumbent president
atop their ticket.

Biden offered an en-
dorsement for his vice
president Sunday, and
while many Democrats
think it would be easiest if she would
take the reins, it’s hardly a done deal.

Convention delegates will have to
agree on nominating Harris. Democratic
leaders likely hope that the delegates
have forgotten how unpopular Harris
has been as vice president, usually poll-
ing as even less popular than her very
unpopular boss. I'm not sure it will be so
easy to forget the past four years in the
next four weeks.

Republicans are not surprisingly
questioning whether Biden is fit to serve
out the rest of his presidency. If he can’t
campaign — and his very real decline is
preventing him from the duties required
of him — then it’s a fair question to raise.

And actually, if Biden resigned the
presidency, it could put Harris in a bet-
ter position going into the Democratic
National Convention as the de facto
commander in chief.

I've disagreed with pretty much ev-
erything Biden has tried to do during his
presidency, and it’s been obvious to me
he wasn’t up to the task of president.

Yet, on a human level, this is all very
sad for Biden. His family and close ad-
visers clearly gave him bad advice and
failed to tell him the truth about his
chances come November.

“It has been the greatest honor of my
life to serve as your President,” Biden
wrote in a letter to Americans. “And
while it has been my intention to seek
reelection, I believe it is in the best in-
terest of my party and my country for
me to stand down and to focus solely on
fulfilling my duties as President for the
rest of my term.”

Biden could have been spared the in-
dignity of the past few months if he had
stepped down from the race last year.

Now, this late-in-the-game accep-
tance of reality will define his legacy.
And that’s on Democrats.

— Ingrid Jacques

Harris carries baggage,
and so does Trump

Biden has proved that, for the first
time in years, the GOP is the more orga-
nized political party in our country.

Over the past month, while Republi-
cans were putting the finishing touches
on their Trumped-up party platform
and campaign ticket, Democrats were
debating whether the man who has
been running the country for four years
was capable of running for reelection.
The infighting and public conversation
from Democrats made it clear. They
were losing faith in their leader.

Now that Biden has dropped out, that
debate is over.

The president’s decision is a stun-
ning admission that Democrats do not
think Biden can defeat Trump in No-

vember, and it raises the question of
whether he can still run the country.

For Republicans, it shows that their
plan to attack Biden on policy worked
and can be effective on Harris.

I don’t knock Biden and the Demo-
crats for this change. Trump has been
gaining momentum since the presiden-
tial debate on June 27, and the assassi-
nation attempt on July 13 only grew that
momentum.

Then came last week’s Republican
National Convention, which solidified
Trump as the figurehead of the party
and the party as the most organized in
this country.

Republicans have their presidential
nominee and vice presidential nominee
and are surging in voter polls. While we
certainly have our disagreements on the
right, we aren’t at the
point where we are aban-
doning candidates just
months before a pivotal
~ election.

"I @' The Democrats have
s M now ditched their candi-

date presumably for the
Biden-endorsed Harris, who shares
roughly the same favorability ratings as
Biden.

It’s unclear whether Harris poses a
higher political threat to Trump than Bi-
den did, but there is no doubt in my
mind Trump remains in a prime posi-
tion to retake the White House.

The best chance the Democrats have
is to highlight Biden’s exit from the race
as an honorable decision, placing the
future of the country and his party over
his desire to cling to power.

This is the only angle from which Bi-
den’s exit is somewhat commendable,
and any time Harris is asked about the
transition, she would be wise to speak
highly of his decision.

For Republicans, the adjustment
from Biden to Harris isn’t extraordinary.
Harris was in the administration insti-
tuting the same policies for which Re-
publicans have ripped Biden for the past
four years.

She remains nearly as unpopular as
her predecessor, and there is no reason
for a significant change in strategy.

The new question for the Republican
Party: If Biden isn’t capable of running
for reelection, how is he capable of re-
maining in the White House?

The Republican Party would be wise
to hammer that angle from now until
Election Day, highlighting the disarray
of our executive branch under the Biden
administration.

The historic decision would be more
impactful if Americans were thrilled
about it. We live in a weird scenario
where a party admitting the man repre-
senting them in the White House for the
past four years is unfit is favorable to al-
lowing him to remain on the ticket.

The only reason Democrats have a
glimmer of hope in this process is the
fact that their opponent is Trump, one
of'the most politically vulnerable people
in America.

Even despite his momentum, Demo-
crats have a plethora of angles through
which they can attack Trump more than
any other conservative who could have
been the nominee.

His legal troubles, degenerate char-
acter and actions following the 2020
election all pose vulnerabilities for a
Trump campaign — vulnerabilities that

other Republicans wouldn’t have. Dem-
ocrats would be wise to exploit each of
these and ask the GOP why they are be-
holden to a man with so much baggage.

While they are still fighting an uphill
battle, Biden’s decision gives Democrats
a chance to try something new. That’s
better than remaining in limbo with Bi-
den, who clearly could not win.

— Dace Potas

Gen Z progressives wanted
Biden out. Now it’s on us.

I was not looking forward to voting
for President Biden.

I struggled to support him in 2020
when a full Democratic
primary provided young-
er or more progressive
options. This year, I
struggled with his re-
sponse to the Israel-Ha-
mas war. In the past few
weeks, I struggled with
concerns over his age and mental acuity.

I was ready to accept Biden as the
nominee, but I was going to hold my
nose and vote for him to keep Trump
from ever reaching the White House
again. On Sunday, Biden solved my mor-
al dilemma by dropping out of the race.

In Biden’s letter, the president said it
was “in the best interest of my party and
the country for me to stand down.”

He’s right — this is the best decision
for the country.

In doing this, Biden is cementing his
legacy as a decent president.

In doing so, he is also doing some-
thing that Trump could never do - put-
ting his own ego aside for the best of the
nation.

Biden also could awaken the Gen Z
progressives who were never big fans of
his but also want Trump to go away.

Biden can now celebrate his wins as
president. He led the country through
the remainder of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, improved our economy, signed major
climate and gun legislation, declassified
marijuana and canceled student debt
for millions of people.

He has done what he could with his
time as president. I believe that we are
better under his administration than we
ever would have been had Trump won
the 2020 presidential election. Despite
my initial qualms, I believe that Biden’s
win was a good thing.

Whether it was his bad polling, Dem-
ocrats calling for him to step aside or
news coverage that led to Biden’s drop-
ping out, the decision was always going
to be his alone. Stepping down from the
presidential race had to have been a dif-
ficult decision and one that requires a
level of humility.

I applaud Biden for that.

For months, I've heard from other
young people that there was no good op-
tion in this year’s election. Trump is a
nonstarter, and Biden was clearly out of
touch with what young progressives
wanted, especially on issues such as Is-
rael. There has been a sense of apathy
among those of us who have helped de-
liver Democratic victories after Trump
was elected in 2016.

The polls reinforce what I've heard.
According to the NPR/PBS NewsHour/
Marist poll from May, the president had
just a24% approval rating among voters
ages 18-29.

This is the best thing for Gen Z voters
who felt helpless in the face of a deci-
sion between two old men. Now, it’s up
to young progressives to prove that this
was the right move by delivering a win
to Democrats in November.

Gen-Z for Change, a nonprofit fo-
cused on mobilizing young voters, said
it would begin the work needed to get
Vice President Kamala Harris elected. I
assume we’ll see similar commitments
from other youth organizations in the
coming days.

If Harris is the nominee, I'm excited
to see if she remotivates Generation Z,
those born between 1997 to 2012. I hope
she does.

This is the best decision for the Dem-
ocratic Party, and I am happy that Joe
Biden finally made it.

It’s time for progressive Gen Z voters
to help Democrats defeat the Republi-
can nominee on Election Day. We want-
ed this to happen. Now, we have to prove
it was needed and the correct path for-
ward to beating Trump.

— Sara Pequerio
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Only 3% of delegates at RNC were Black

Still-low figure is up from
representation in 2016

Daniel Bice
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK

MILWAUKEE - Back in 2016, former
President Donald Trump made a con-
cession about the Republican National
Convention.

The delegates and audience were not
racially diverse enough, Trump said.

“The truth is, I didn’t like it,” Trump
said during a television conversation
with Bishop Wayne T. Jackson. “With
that being said, I don’t like the job the
Democrats have been doing represent-
ing African American people.”

So how did the 2024 convention in
Milwaukee stack up? Only slightly bet-
ter.

Only 1,780 of 2,429 RNC delegates re-
ported their ethnicity, according to con-
vention officials. Of that number, 55 del-
egates said they were Black — represent-
ing 3% of the those who provided this
demographic information.

That number, while still very small, is
up from 2016 when only 18 delegates re-
ported that they were Black — fewer
than 1% of the total. That was the least
amount of racial diversity in an RNC
crowd in perhaps a hundred years.

By contrast, the peak year came in
2004, during the reelection effort for
George W. Bush, according to the Wash-
ington Post. That year, nearly 7% of the
Republican delegates were Black.

Overall, Blacks make up about 14.4%
of the American population, according
to the Pew Research Center.

In a statement, Republican officials
played up the 300% increase in Black
delegates since the last convention in
2016.

“The growing representation of dif-
ferent perspectives and backgrounds
within the Big Tent GOP is indicative of
the groundswell of support for Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump’s vision to Make
America Great Again,” said RNC spokes-
man Kush Desai.

But Democrats said the numbers
suggest that Trump’s vision is not res-
onating with Black voters and other mi-
nority groups. Democratic President Joe

Delegates attend the third day of the Republican National Convention at Fiserv
Forum. The third day of the RNC focus on foreign policy and threats.
WILLIAM GLASHEEN/USA TODAY

Biden won more than 90% of the Black
vote in 2020.

In 2016, the Democratic National
Convention had 1,182 Black delegates
out of 4,766 — roughly 25% of the total.
Vox reported that half of the Democratic
delegates in 2016 were people of color
while it was only 6% of Republicans.

Democrats hold their convention
next month.

“Republicans offer lip service and
photo ops in place of meaningful out-
reach to Black voters, while Trump’s di-
visive rhetoric and insulting stereo-
types — like suggesting that Black vot-
ers support him more because he is a
felon — won’t win over Black Wiscon-
sinites in November,” said DNC senior
spokesman Marcus W. Robinson.

Black delegates offered differing
views on the racial diversity at last
week’s convention in Milwaukee.

Scherie Murray, a delegate from New
York who is Black, said he’d like to see
more than 3% of the crowd being Black,
yet at the same time, Murray said she
never felt out of place at the convention.

She said she attended a number of
events over the past week just for Black
conservatives.

But Murray said Republicans can do
more to boost its numbers, including

greater civic engagement and more in-
volvement in the Black community. She
said GOP officials should emphasize the
impact of Trump’s 2017 tax cut on mi-
nority communities and their financial
support for historically Black colleges
and universities.

As for South Carolina Sen. Tim
Scott’s suggestion that America “isnota
racist country,” Murray wasn't com-
pletely on board with him. She said she
believes people, regardless of race, have
the potential to be racist. But she added
that class issues often get confused
with racial ones.

Jerris Jackson, a delegate from Cali-
fornia who is Black, said he didn’t care
how many delegates were Black.

“When I look at the crowd, I'm not
really looking for people’s race or color
or ethnicity,” he said while on the con-
vention floor Thursday night. “We’re all
Americans. We all want to make Amer-
ica great again.”

When asked about racism in society,
Jackson pointed the finger at Demo-
crats, saying they are responsible for
discriminatory and racist policies over
the years.

“I'm happy with the fact that Repub-
licans are bringing in more people and
broadening their base,” said Rodney

Harrison, a Tennessee delegate who is
Black. He said he was seeing increasing
racial diversity at the local level, too.

Several of the Black delegates predic-
ted that Trump would either double or
triple his share of the Black vote in No-
vember.

Not all Black officials walked away
from the convention happy.

Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson,
the city’s first elected Black mayor, on
Friday said his “blood was kind of boil-
ing” listening to model Amber Rose’s
speech as he sat in the convention hall.
She proclaimed in her convention
speech that she had concluded Trump
was not racist.

Johnson, a Democrat, spoke specifi-
cally about the music video to rap song
“Trump Trump Baby” by rapper Forgiato
Blow. Rose was featured in the video,
too, wearing a gold chain with a gold
Trump head, complete with red MAGA
cap, attached to it.

Johnson noted Blow’s tattoos and the
pair’s gold chains, saying if they went to
a conservative white neighborhood
dressed like that someone would call
the police on them.

“It’s absolutely ridiculous, and it’s
notreal,” he said. “They want these folks
for their influence on other people of
color and for their vote, but if they
brought their true selves to those com-
munities, to those neighborhoods,
they’d be shunned.”

Asked if he worried about impact of
speakers such as Scott on a national
stage denying racism, Johnson said
some Republicans seem like they don’t
want the history of racism to be told.

“As a Black person, I think about poor
little Ruby Bridges going to school or the
Little Rock Nine in Arkansas, and you
see these vile images, these gross im-
ages of people just being racist and yell-
ing just profanities and vulgarities and
the N-word and all that stuff,” he said,
referencing Black students who inte-
grated segregated schools.

“They want to erase that ... but that’s
important so we don’t forget it,” he con-
tinued. “If we really want to have racial
healing in this country then we can’t for-
get what happened in the past. We can’t
forget that.”

Alison Dirr of the Journal Sentinel
staff contributed to this report.

There’s no denying that people — mostly
women — are on a mission to discover the
best way to eliminate fine lines and wrinkles
permanently. The $14 billion dollars spent
on aesthetic procedures in 2021 alone is a
clear indication of that fact.

But now science appears to be offering a
simpler solution. It’s a special delivery tech-
nology adapted for skincare that gets supe-
rior results.

Known as advanced liposome technology,
this powerful distribution system ensures
that vital nutrients are delivered exactly
where your skin needs them the most, pro-
viding your skin with maximum anti-aging
benefits.

New Age-Defying ‘Dermal Filler’
Cream in High Demand

Al Sears, MD, of Palm Beach, Florida,
recently released an anti-aging cream that
adapts this breakthrough medical technolo-
gy into the realm of skincare, and he’s strug-
gling to keep up with consumer demand.

Dr. Sears is South Florida’s leading an-
ti-aging pioneer. He has authored over 500
reports, scientific papers, and books on
anti-aging. A frequent lecturer at global an-
ti-aging conferences, Dr. Sears spoke at the
WPBF 25 Health & Wellness Festival fea-
turing Dr. Oz, along with special guest, Su-
zanne Somers. Thousands of people were in
attendance as Dr. Sears discussed his latest
anti-aging breakthroughs.

This powerful cream, known as Restore,
keeps selling out faster than it’s produced —
and people are raving about the effect it’s
having on their skin.

“Within a few minutes of applying the
cream, it visibly plumps out the under-eye
area and my cheeks as well as those annoy-
ing lines that deepen as we age between the
nose and lips. It also felt like it was tight-

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ening and smoothing my skin at the same
time. I definitely feel I look younger when-
ever I use it,” said Amy B., of Montville,
New Jersey.

“The lines around my mouth and eyes are
filled in and my skin is tightened. I love hav-
ing younger-looking skin, so I will continue
using Restore” raves Cathy C., of Florida.

The best part is that this cream has no ad-
verse side effects, doesn’t require a doctor’s
visit or prescription, and is 100% natural.

“Advanced liposome
technology ensures that
vital nutrients are delivered
exactly where your skin
needs them the most.”

Powerful Delivery System
Ensures Nutrients Penetrate
Deep into Your Skin

The dermis is the underlying layer of skin
that supplies nourishment and oxygen, and
removes waste. In other words, it’s respon-
sible for keeping your outer layer of skin
healthy. Liposome technology is designed
to support and nourish this deeper layer of
skin by delivering nutrients directly to it.

“All of Restore’s powerful ingredients are
encapsulated in a liposome shell — an or-
ganic container that carries the beautifying
agents deep into the skin cells,” explained
Dr. Sears.

“Restore’s liposome shell is composed of
phosphatidylcholine or PC for short. While
cell membranes repel water, they absorb PC
because they’re actually made of it. As a re-
sult, Restore is delivered deep into the cell
for maximum firming and volume.”

When you apply liposome cream to your
face, the liposomes in the skin cream work
their way inside your skin, fuse with the

Takes 10 Years Off Your Face
In as Little as 10 Minutes

Women are raving about the life-changing effects of this powerful formula.

Revolutionary Formula Reduces the Appearance of Wrinkles in Minutes

skin cell membranes and then release their
contents directly to the cells. Regular skin
creams don’t have this capability.

A Formula Designed to Take
Years off Your Face in Minutes

Once it’s penetrated the deeper layer of
skin, Restore releases a unique blend of
botanicals, vitamins and essential oils that
reduces the appearance of fine lines and
wrinkles, gives skin a more even tone, and
moisturizes the interior layers of your der-
mal cells, firming and plumping your skin.

Restore’s first skin-enhancing agent is
Madonna lily leaf stem cell extract. It helps
produce an even-toned complexion. In
a clinical study reported in the Journal of
Cosmetic Dermatology, participants treat-
ed with this extract for 28 days showed
improvements in skin luminance and tone
around the eyes.

Restore is also loaded with vitamin C,
which British researchers have found reduc-
es both wrinkles and dryness. “In Restore
we use magnesium ascorbyl phosphate, a
more stable form of vitamin C that doesn’t
break down in liquid as does ordinary C,”
explains Dr. Sears. “That means the antioxi-

dant molecules stay intact within your skin
cells where they can prevent damage from
dangerous free radicals.”

This powerful formula also features gua-
rana seed extract, coenzyme Q10, and av-
ocado oil. Japanese researchers have also
found that coenzyme Q10 supports produc-
tion of the thin membrane that separates
layers of your skin, and French studies have
shown that avocado oil improves skin cell
metabolism and enhances skin thickness.

Where To Get Restore

To secure the hot, new Restore formula,
buyers should contact the Sears Health Ho-
tline at 1-800-725-2259 TODAY. “It’s not
available in retail stores yet,” says Dr. Sears.
“The Hotline allows us to ship directly to the
customer.” Dr. Sears feels so strongly about
Restore, all orders are backed by a 100%
money-back guarantee. “Just send me back
the bottle and any unused product within 90
days from purchase date, and I'll send you
all your money back.”

Call NOW at 1-800-725-2259 to secure
your supply of Restore. Use Promo Code
USARS32 when you call. Lines are fre-
quently busy, but all calls will be answered!

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY FROM PERSON TO PERSON. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULT SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL.
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PROVIDED BY CUSTOMS/BORDER PROTECTION

GIANT LAND SNAILS FOUND
IN BAGGAGE SCREENING

Customs and Border Protection offi-
cials in Detroit stopped a slimy cargo
from messing up American crops last
month. Officials conducting a second-
ary baggage screening found 90 giant
African land snails in the luggage of a
passenger arriving from Ghana. Ac-
cording to a news release from CBP,
there was a “strange smell” emanating
from the traveler’s baggage that
caught a specialist’s attention. The
passenger declared other prohibited
items including beef skins and fresh
peppers, but did not mention the
shails before inspection. “These snails
are an invasive species that could
negatively impact our economy,” act-
ing port director John Nowak said in a
statement. According to CBP the
snails, which ranged in size from 3 to 6
inches, were intended for consump-
tion and were seized at the airport.

TESLA TO DEPLOY HUMANOID
ROBOTS FOR INTERNAL USE

Tesla will have humanoid robots in
“low production” for the company’s
internal use next year, CEO Elon Musk
said on Monday, months after he an-
nounced a rollout by the end of 2024.
The automaker will have the robots
“hopefully” in high production for
other companies in 2026, Musk said in
a post on social media platform X.
Musk had said in April that the Tesla
robot, called Optimus, would be able
to perform tasks in factory by the end
of this year and could be ready for
sale as soon as the end of 2025. Hu-
manoid robots have been in devel-
opment for several years by Japan’s
Honda and Hyundai Motor’s Boston
Dynamics. Tesla put out the first gen-
eration of its Optimus robot, dubbed
Bumblebee, in September 2022. This
year, the company posted a video of a
second generation of the bipedal
robot folding a T-shirt at the firm’s
facility. Tesla is set to report its sec-
ond-quarter results on Tuesday, with
Wall Street expecting margins to hit a
more than five-year low, but focus
also will be on Musk’s ambitious plans
for robotaxis and Al products.

YOU CAN WIN FREE FOOD BY
PLAYING CHICK-FIL-A GAME

Chick-fil-A is offering the chance to
win free food this week by playing the
limited-time Code Moo game, avail-
able through the Chick-Fil-A app. By
playing Code Moo, customers can race
for weekly food rewards through Aug.
17, while supplies last. Here’s how it
works: Code Moo is available as of July
22 via the Chick-Fil-A app, which can
be downloaded on the App Store and
Google Play. You can also play the
game on a mobile device by visiting
PlayCodeMoo.com. Users will pick a
cow and race through a course, avoid-
ing obstacles, collecting powerups
and painting over burger-centric bill-
boards along the way. Players can
receive a Chick-fil-A reward each week
after the racing mission is complete,
and new missions launch each Mon-
day. Food rewards are available while
supplies last, and are limited to the
first 2 million per week, according to
Chick-fil-A.

NOE PADILLA/USA TODAY NETWORK
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hear about a data breach

I It’s easy to ignore news, but your No. 1 goal is to I
protect yourself from future scams. Page 3B

What you should do when you You can check the headlines
from your home state or city

We survey and compile the top news stories
from all 50 states plus Washington, D.C. Page 4B

Mark Zuckerberg’s net worth is $187 billion. GARY A. VASQUEZ/USA TODAY SPORTS

US billionaires’ wealth
has doubled since 2017

Daniel de Visé usa ToDAY

America’s billionaires are now collectively worth a record $6 trillion.

Their wealth has more than doubled since the passage of the landmark
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in 2017. e Is that good news, or bad? It depends

on whom you ask.

The analysis comes from Americans
for Tax Fairness, a left-leaning non-
profit that advocates for wealthy Amer-
icans to pay their fair share.

Progressive tax groups contend
Donald Trump’s 2017 tax cuts will cost
the nation $1.9 trillion in lost revenue
over 10 years, citing research by the
Congressional Budget Office. They say
extending the cuts, as Trump proposes,
would cost another $400 billion a year
starting in 2027.

“When you have just a handful of
people with this much money, I think it
distorts our democracy,” said David
Kass, executive director of Americans
for Tax Fairness.

Advocates for the Trump tax cuts
say lower taxes boost the economy, cre-
ate jobs and put more dollars in every-
one’s pockets.

According to the federal Survey of
Consumer Finances, even the poorest
one-fifth of Americans are wealthier

now than in 2017. That group, measured

by income, saw median net worth dou-
ble from $8,000 to $17,000 between
2016 and 2022.

The billionaire’s report presumes
“that the growth in the wealth of the

very richest comes at the expense of

everyone else. And that’s not how the
economy really works,” said Kyle Po-
merleau, a senior fellow at the right-
leaning American Enterprise Institute.

800 billionaires hold more wealth
than half of the nation

Progressives counter that wealth is
increasingly concentrated among the
wealthy. The nation’s roughly 800 bil-
lionaires now hold 3.8% of U.S. wealth,
according to Americans for Tax

See BILLIONAIRES, Page 2B

Top 10 billionaires

1. Elon Musk (Tesla): Net worth rose
from $20 billion in 2017 to $258 billion
in 2024

2. Jeff Bezos (Amazon): Net worth rose
from $83 billion to $216 billion

3. Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook): Net
worth rose from $72 billion to
$187 billion

4. Larry Ellison (Oracle): Net worth
rose from $61 billion to $177 billion

5. Larry Page (Google): Net worth rose
from $46 billion to $157 billion

6. Sergey Brin (Google): Net worth
rose from $45 billion to $151 billion

7. Bill Gates (Microsoft): Net worth
rose from $90 billion to $136 billion

8. Steve Ballmer (Microsoft): Net
worth rose from $35 billion to
$135 billion

9. Warren Buffett (Berkshire
Hathaway): Net worth rose from
$81 billion to $131 billion

10. Jensen Huang (NVIDIA): Net worth
rose from $5 billion to $118 billion

Inflation pushing more
teens into the workforce

They pay for cellphones,
clothes ... and even rent

Bailey Schulz and Jessica Guynn
USA TODAY

At 18, Michelle Chen covers her cell-
phone bills as well as school expenses.
She squirrels away money for college.
And, with her earnings from a summer
job with the Boston’s SuccessLink
Youth Employment Program, she helps
her parents by stocking the fridge with
groceries when the shelves are bare
and makes sure her two younger broth-
ers have pocket money.

Chen, a nursing major at Simmons
University in Boston this fall, said she
began working in fourth grade when
her family ran a Chinese takeout res-
taurant. Since then, she has worked in
social media marketing for a hair care
company and as a coding instructor,
learning soft skills that aren’t typically
taught in school such as teamwork and
time management.

Those skills, she said, helped her
thrive in her classes. And the extra
pocket money means she can pitch in
with family expenses.

“I've done many programs with un-
derrepresented students my age all
over Boston, and I've noticed a lot of my
peers contribute to their families with
their earnings,” said Chen, who is Chi-
nese American.

With consumer prices up more than

T
A%
Michelle Chen covers her cellphone
bills and college costs while pitching
in with family expenses.

PROVIDED BY MICHELLE CHEN

20% over the past three years, more
teens are getting jobs to help out par-
ents who are feeling the financial
pinch.

Alicia Sasser Modestino, a professor
of economics and public policy at
Northeastern University, says more
than half of teens work to contribute to
household expenses such as rent, util-
ities and groceries or to cover their own
expenses such as a cellphone, clothing
and shoes.

See TEENS, Page 2B

Delta hits
hurdles in
recovery from
tech outage

Zach Wichter
USA TODAY

It's been a bad few days for Delta Air
Lines passengers.

Though much of the global aviation
industry was disrupted by Friday’s
CrowdStrike outage, Delta seems to be
having a uniquely difficult time recov-
ering. According to the airline, the im-
pact on its crew scheduling software is
largely to blame.

Delta and its wholly-owned regional
subsidiary Endeavor Air together can-
celed nearly 4,500 flights between Fri-
day and Sunday, and as of Monday
morning were already posting more
than 1,000 additional delays and can-
cellations, according to flight tracker
FlightAware.

Kristi Gatto, a traveler who went to
school with the reporter on this story,
was one of those affected.

“I get it. Things happen. This was
probably the worst flying experience
that I've had,” Gatto said.

Her Saturday flight from Seattle to
New York was canceled after Delta said
it was unable to fully staff the flight,
and ultimately, Gatto paid for her an-
other ticket to fly home from Vancouver
on JetBlue instead.

See DELTA, Page 2B
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Delta

Continued from Page 1B

Though Delta said it’s working on re-
covering operations, it’s little comfort to
passengers like Gatto, now separated
from their luggage and out thousands of
dollars in contingency expenses.

What'’s happening at Delta?

In an open letter to customers, Delta
Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian said the carri-
er's ongoing headaches are largely
caused by struggles with its crew sched-
uling system.

“The issue impacted the Microsoft
Windows operating system. Delta has a
significant number of applications that
use that system, and in particular one of
our crew tracking-related tools was af-
fected and unable to effectively process
the unprecedented number of changes
triggered by the system shutdown,” the
letter said. “Our teams have been work-
ing around the clock to recover and re-
store full functionality.”

Delta’s disruptions are reminiscent of
Southwest Airlines’ meltdown in Decem-
ber 2022, when winter storms threw a
wrench in the carrier’s crew scheduling
system, leading to almost 10 days of trav-
el chaos and more than 17,000 canceled
flights. United Airlines had similar dis-
ruptions last summer when Federal Avi-
ation Administration issues and Unit-
ed’s own staffing squeeze led to thou-
sands of canceled flights.

“There is no excuse for Delta to have
had this problem because they had a
huge data center problem in 2017 when
they lost power. They have had some
other technology problems in the in-
terim,” Henry Harteveldt, president of
Atmosphere Research, a travel industry
analytics firm, told USA TODAY. “More
importantly, in the past three years, they
have seen American, Southwest and
United get bogged down by their own
technology problems.”

United Airlines also took a big hit by
knock-on effects from the CrowdStrike
outage, but its operations were largely
recovered by Monday.

fs,

Delta employees show up to help out as people wait to retrieve their luggage

after long delays following cyber outages affecting airlines at Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta International Airport in Atlanta on Monday. MEGAN VARNER/REUTERS

What are passengers entitled to?

According to the Department of
Transportation, which classifies Friday’s
IT failures as “controllable” disruptions
on the part of the airline, Delta is re-
quired to honor its customer commit-
ments. Those include rebooking passen-
gers whose flights are canceled or signifi-
cantly delayed on other services at no
additional cost, as well as providing ho-
tels and meals and ground transporta-
tion vouchers for eligible travelers.

The DOT says it has received hun-
dreds of complaints from Delta custom-
ers who did not receive those accommo-
dations and is investigating those
claims.

“Thave made clear to Delta that we ex-
pect the airline to provide prompt re-
funds to consumers who choose not to
be rebooked, and free rebooking and
timely reimbursements for food and
overnight hotel stays to consumers af-
fected by the delays and cancellations,
as well as adequate customer service as-
sistance to all of their passengers,”’
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg
said in a statement. “No one should be
stranded at an airport overnight or stuck

on hold for hours waiting to talk to a cus-
tomer service agent. I will ensure that
our department supports Delta passen-
gers by enforcing all applicable passen-
ger protections.”

Delta said it would reimburse custom-
ers for hotel, meal and ground transpor-
tation expenses paid out of pocket as a
result of the disruptions, but not for “pre-
paid” costs like hotel reservations at the
customer’s destination, vacation experi-
ences, lost wages, concerts or other
tickets.

Travelers like Gatto, who book their
own alternative flights, will be entitled to
refunds for their original Delta tickets
but may not be able to claim reimburse-
ment for the new flights.

Gatto said she still plans to fight for as
much compensation as she can get.

“I plan to really lay into them and let
my inner New Yorker come out,” she said.

Where does Delta go from here?

Delta likely will continue to be all
hands on deck this week to restore relia-
bility in its operation. But once that im-
mediate hurdle is cleared, experts say,
the company will have to do some seri-

ous reflection — and make some major in-
vestments — as a next step.

“It's a competitive landscape out
there for software, for this exact purpose.
Maybe they’ll have to take a look at doing
a transition,” Jon Haass, a professor of
cyber intelligence and security at Arizo-
na’s Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity, Prescott, told USA TODAY. “This
might be the impetus, that might be the
good news, the sliver lining that kicks
the airlines into saying we have to treat
this as a modern problem, let’s use mod-
ern tools to resolve it and not be behol-
den to the old, old tools that become
more complicated with every new regu-
lation that comes out.”

Airlines often rely on older technology
than many other industries, in part be-
cause their sprawling operations make
upgrades cumbersome.

Haass said airlines’ tight profit mar-
gins mean shareholders often don’t want
to see large expenditures made on back-
end systems, but this could force their
directors and executives to do it anyway.

“As a business, they’re caught in a
bind, but that’s why leadership has to
have the nerve to say to its shareholders
and say to its people: folks, here’s what
we’re doing. Follow the flag,” he said.
“We’ll see whether their CEO is a leader.”

The fallout from this week is also like-
ly to tarnish Delta’s brand image.

“Clearly, the CrowdStrike Microsoft
problem was an extraordinary unantici-
pated disaster, and it’s not like Delta had
an obligation to think what would hap-
pen if we lost all of our Microsoft-based
computers, but what Delta should have
been doing is looking at all of its soft-
ware,” Harteveldt said. “For an airline
that holds itself out as being premium,
it’'s embarrassing to see it take so long to
recover, especially when peer airlines
like American and United have been able
to do a better job of recovery.”

He added that the next few days will
be “make or break” for the airline.

“My hope is that we start to see mean-
ingful progress from Delta within the
next 48 hours. If we don’t see Delta re-
duce the number of canceled flights by at
least halfin the next 24-48 hours, there’s
amuch bigger problem brewing in Atlan-
ta than we realized,” Harteveldt said.

Teens

Continued from Page 1B

In fact, research shows an increase in
the percentage of young people paying
for household bills, with two-thirds pay-
ing for some kind of household bill.

About 64% of parents living with chil-
dren under 18 said they felt financially
secure in 2023, down from 69% in 2022,
according to a survey released in May by
the Federal Reserve.

When “you look at where rents have
gone, where the price of groceries has
gone, then having teenagers working
during the summer is absolutely essen-
tial,” Modestino said.

Why are more teens working?

Teen participation in the labor market
is bouncing back after decades of decline
dating back to the 1970s. The labor force
participation rate in June for people ages
16 to 19 was 37.4%, according to the
month’s jobs report — up nearly 3% from
the year before and hovering near levels
not seen since 2009 during the Great Re-
cession.

Much like during the late-2000s fi-
nancial crisis, many teens are driven to
work by financial need, according to An-
drew Challenger, senior vice president of
Challenger, Gray & Christmas, an out-
placement and executive and business
coaching firm. He expects employers to
add 1.3 million jobs for teens this sum-
mer.

“There’s no shortage of applicants,”
said John Linehan, president and CEO of

Zoo New England in Massachusetts, an
employer partner with the City of Bos-
ton’s youth employment program.

Modestino said the spike in teen
workers comes from a combination of
push-and-pull factors, with employers
looking for extra help to fill entry-level
jobs in a tight labor market and teens
seeking additional income to combat in-
flation.

But it’s not just money teens are after.
Teens crave more social interaction after
months of isolation during the pandem-
ic.

“COVID made me more shy. I wasn’t
really social. But when I started this job,
it got me out of my comfort zone and it
helped me talk more and make new
friends,” said Mia Gardner, 16. Gardner
makes at least $15 an hour as part of City
Spotlights Summer Leadership Program
at the Boch Center, a nonprofit arts and
culture organization and an employer
partner to the City of Boston’s youth em-
ployment program.

Increasingly, teens are working to
cover their own expenses. Alexandria
Hibbler, 19, says she’s working at the Las
Vegas Municipal Court this summer to
boost her savings and to “live a little,”
spending money on things like nails,
hair, food, clothes and vacations.

Other teens are turning to summer
jobs to better prepare for careers after
high school.

Saleena Johnson, 17, works three jobs,
including a gig at Boston’s Franklin Park
Zoo through the ZooTeen program.

Johnson dreams of a future as a veter-
inarian or zookeeper and said her role
with the zoo helps prepare her for that. A
$15 hourly wage means she can save for

college and prepare to buy a car.

“I want to bring joy to other people,
and I want to help animals,” she said, but
“college is really expensive.”

Challenger said jobs teach skills teens
otherwise would “never get during
school” and can help college graduates
build out their resumes.

Kayla Washington, 19, a student at
Prairie View A&M University in Texas,
said she’s working at an all African
American family practice through the
Strong Future Las Vegas Youth Employ-
ment Program to get work experience to
make her resume stand out after college.

But students who aren’t after a four-
year degree benefit, too. With some uni-
versities estimating the cost of atten-
dance for the upcoming academic year at
nearly $100,000, more families are re-
considering the expense and looking at
pre-apprenticeship programs, trade
schools, the military, or immediately en-
tering the workforce.

Modestino says summer jobs and
part-time work during the school year
can help teens figure out which path is
best for them.

“If you are not going to college, you
certainly need job experience to figure
out what it might be you would do other
than college,” Modestino said.

Are there risks to too much work?

Research shows having a job in-
creases high school graduation rates, re-
duces criminal justice involvement and
increases wages.

But there is such a thing as too much
work for teens. A 2011 study from the
University of Washington found stu-

dents who worked during the school year
had similar school performance as other
students — so long as they worked fewer
than 20 hours a week. Working 20 hours
a week or more during the school year
was linked to a slide in academics and
more behavioral issues.

More teens pitching in

A 2021 car accident left 34-year-old
Philadelphia resident Annabel Moldona-
do with migraines and light and noise
sensitivity, affecting her ability to work.
Since then, her son has done what he can
to pitch in.

Arad Ginez, 16, has worked at an ener-
gy company, a day care and Bank Of
America’s Financial Center Internship
Program. Some of the money goes to-
ward rent, some to school supplies, some
for food for his three siblings.

“I can’t repay her for everything she’s
done for me, but I'm trying to,” Ginez
said.

“The fact that things cost more means
that more families have less money left
over for the other things that teens would
want, clothes, eating out or going to the
movies,” said Modestino, of Northeast-
ern University.

Moldonado said she initially pushed
back against her son getting a job, wor-
ried it would affect his grades. But while
Ginez said work can make keeping up
with extracurriculars and homework
more difficult, he tries to get homework
taken care of during school hours and
has maintained a spot on the honor roll.

“He proved me wrong,” Moldonado
said. “There’s no way for me to express
how proud I am.”

Billionaires

Continued from Page 1B

Fairness, while the bottom half of Amer-
ican families control only 2.5%.

“Wealth inequality in our country is
staggering and just growing worse,” said
Steve Rosenthal, a senior fellow at the
Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center. “To
me, that wealth inequality creates a lot
of social problems. Those who have can
call the shots, and those who don’t have
to struggle to get by.”

The group’s report, titled The Billion-
aire Century and released on July 11,
draws from an analysis of Forbes data
on billionaires.

Trump’s 2017 tax cuts
Trump enacted sweeping tax cuts in

2017. Billed as the largest tax overhaul in
three decades, the Tax Cuts and Jobs

Act lowered taxes across the board.
Some of the cuts delivered big savings to
the wealthy:

e The top individual tax rate, for the
highest earners, dropped from 39.6% to
37%.

e The wealth threshold for paying es-
tate taxes doubled from $5.5 million to
$11.2 million.

e The corporate tax rate dropped
from 35% to 21%.

e A new deduction reduced taxes by
up to 20% for pass-through businesses,
such as partnerships and sole propri-
etorships.

The wealthiest Americans benefit
from other tax breaks that predate the
Trump presidency. For example, when
well-heeled investors sell a long-held
asset, such as a property or stock
shares, they typically pay a maximum
capital gains tax of 20%, which is far be-
low the 37% top tax rate on personal in-
come. The capital gains tax rate has
been comparatively low for decades.

Different paths on tax cuts

Trump has vowed to double down on
his tax cuts, which largely expire in
2025, if he wins the election in Novem-
ber. President Joe Biden, who has since
announced that he will not seek a sec-
ond term, had pledged to extend some
of the cuts but to raise taxes on wealthy
individuals and corporations.

This month, the Biden administra-
tion announced it had recovered $1 bil-
lion in past-due taxes from high-wealth
Americans. The effort focused on tax-
payers with more than $1 million in in-
come and more than $250,000 in docu-
mented tax debt.

Economists across the ideological
spectrum have faulted both parties for
their aversion to raising taxes. The na-
tion faces a $1.27 trillion budget deficit
in fiscal year 2024.

“There’s this kind of myth out there
that there’s disagreement between the
parties over tax increases,” said Michael

Strain, director of economic policy stud-
ies at the American Enterprise Institute,
in a May interview with USA TODAY.
“The reality is that one party, the Re-
publicans, don’t want to raise taxes on
anybody, and the other party, the Demo-
crats, don’t want to raise taxes on 98%
of the people, and that’s just a terrible
situation to be in.”

‘Resources of a small nation’

Celebrity billionaires have amassed
eye-popping wealth over the last eight
years, doubling their collective net
worth from $2.9 trillion in 2017 to $6 tril-
lionin 2024, according to the Americans
for Tax Fairness analysis.

The typical billionaire near the top of
the list is “not merely somebody who’s
well-off. It’'s somebody who has the re-
sources of a small nation,” said Joe
Hughes, a senior policy analyst at the
left-leaning Institute on Taxation and
Economic Policy.



MONEY

USA TODAY I TUESDAY JULY 23, 2024 1 3B

ASK HUMAN RESOURCES

Evaluating workplace culture on a job hunt

Johnny C. Taylor
Columnist
USA TODAY

Johnny C. Taylor Jr. tackles your hu-
man resources questions as part of a se-
ries for USA TODAY. Taylor is president
and CEO of the Society for Human Re-
source Management, the world's largest
HR professional society and author of
"Reset: A Leader’s Guide to Work in an
Age of Upheaval.”

Question: When looking for a job,
how can I identify what kind of cul-
ture a company has? What questions
should I ask in interviews to deter-
mine if a job fits me? — Corwin

Answer: Identifying a company’s
culture is an underrated component of
job seeking. So, thanks for asking the
question. We could all benefit from
strategies to evaluate workplace cul-
ture, knowing how a particular work en-
vironment will mesh with your unique
personality and work style.

Before you turn your eye toward any
prospective employer, it’s important to
understand your preferences and work
style. Consider the following questions
to help clarify your opinions:

e Decision-making: How do you like
to make decisions? Are you cautious, or
are you a risk-taker?

e Dealing with ambiguity: How
open are you to accepting unclear or
new situations in the workplace?

e Structure: How do you respond to
varying degrees of structure within a
company?

e Managerial styles: How comfort-
able are you with different managerial
styles?

e Teamwork: Do you prefer to work
alone or in teams?

e Adaptability: How adaptable are
you?

Additionally, clarify your values.
What ideals or fundamental beliefs do
you live by, both personally and profes-
sionally? What motivates you? What
qualities do you admire in your role
models?

Even before an interview, you can be-

Before you turn your eye toward any prospective employer, it’s important to
understand your preferences and work style. GETTY IMAGES

gin to compile insights into an employ-
er’s unique culture. Review their web-
site to understand their mission, vision,
values, and history. If possible, speak
with current or former employees about
their experiences. Look at employee re-
views on platforms such as Glassdoor or
Indeed to better understand the compa-
ny’s culture.

During interviews, aim to get a clear
understanding of the culture. Remem-
ber that even within a smaller group or
department, there may be a subculture
to consider. Your interview is an oppor-
tunity to identify what it means to work
for the prospective company, in a spe-
cific department, and for your potential
manager.

Here are some questions to ask dur-
ing an interview to gauge company cul-
ture:

e Can you describe a typical day in
this role?

e How does the company incorporate
its values into daily work?

e How does the team collaborate on
projects?

e How are decisions typically made?

e What opportunities are available
for professional growth and develop-
ment?

e How is feedback given and re-
ceived?

e How does the company celebrate
successes and achievements?

e What typically happens when
something goes wrong?

Understanding yourself and the
prospective employer will empower you
to make an informed decision. I hope
your next position suits you well!

I’'ve worked as a materials engineer
for almost five years. 'm weighing a
couple of internal job promotions.
One is a supervisory position oversee-
ing people who hold my current job.
The other is a more specialized ma-
terials engineering position that re-
quires some intensive training. Both
offer similar pay, but they are very dif-
ferent. What should I consider in
weighing these two career moves? —
Kasim

I commend you for reaching out as
you look to move up the ladder. Many
people are content to remain in similar
roles throughout their careers, while
others seek dynamic evolution. Moving
forward doesn’t necessarily mean mov-
ing into management; it can also mean
advancing toward increased specializa-
tion. As you stand at this career cross-

roads, weighing these fundamentally
different paths is crucial to shaping your
future.

Niche specialization can often be ex-
tremely rewarding and offer a more sta-
ble career path. As your work becomes
more specialized, fewer people are
available to perform it, which can drive
up the demand for, and value of, your
skills. However, there are other aspects
to consider.

Consider the long- and short-term
value of the field you would work in. Is
there a sustained demand for special-
ized skills in this area? If so, it pays to
stay at the forefront of technological ad-
vancements and new tools in your field.
Highly specialized work can be lucra-
tive, but technological changes could
make certain specializations obsolete.
Commit to continuous learning to re-
main relevant and adaptable. Under-
stand how this role fits into the bigger
picture and interacts with other organi-
zational functions.

Moving into management means
adopting an entirely new skill set. As a
supervisor, you'll lead front-line work-
ers in executing your organization’s
strategic vision. There are key aspects
to consider here as well.

Are you interested in inspiring, eval-
uating, and empowering others? Effec-
tive management goes beyond task exe-
cution; it involves motivating a team to
work well together. A people manager’s
success is tied to the performance of the
team. Your performance will reflect how
well the people under your supervision
perform. Do you see yourself enjoying
the responsibilities of leadership? Man-
agement often involves resolving con-
flicts, making strategic decisions, and
handling administrative tasks.

Ultimately, both paths offer opportu-
nities for growth and fulfillment. By
carefully considering your interests, ca-
reer goals and the insights from those
around you, you can make a decision
that aligns with your aspirations.
Whichever path you choose, you can
still have a dynamic, lucrative and ful-
filling career if you prepare accordingly.

I'wish you the best in making this sig-
nificant decision and continued success
on your professional journey!

What you should do
after a data breach

L Tech Talk

Kim Komando

Ticketmaster, Advance Auto Parts,
Santander Bank, ATT, Bank of America,
file transfer service MOVEit, Trello and
Discord. Those are just some of the ma-
jor companies targeted in data breaches
so far this year.

It’s easy to ignore news of a data
breach, I know. There are just so many
that it all turns into white noise. The
Change Healthcare hack alone exposed
one-third of Americans. That’s either
you or someone you love dearly.

So, what do you do if your data is ex-
posed? Your No.1goal is to protect your-
self from future scams.

Do these things right away

e Make a list of your data that was
exposed. Keep a document, Post-it, a
note on your phone, or whatever works
for you. Be suspicious of anyone who
references it in an email or phone call to
prove they’re legit.

e Watch your money. Update your
PIN and banking login credentials. Even
if they weren’t involved directly in the
breach, hackers can use your personal
info to access it. Keep an eye on your
bank and credit card statements.

e Freeze your credit. This will keep
scammers from opening a credit card or
loan in your name. Like setting up a
fraud alert, you’ll need to contact each
of the three credit bureaus. It takes a lit-
tle work, but it’s a solid defense.

Crooks love to play the long game

They’ll wait until your guard is down
and target you months after the initial
breach. This is part of the reason so
many people fall for phishing scams.

e Be wary of any email requests.
Even if a request is legit, it’s OK to take
your time to figure it out. If it’s the first
you're hearing of something, it’s not ur-
gent. Better safe than sorry.

e Watch out for health-care-relat-
ed requests. If you receive an explana-

tion of benefits or a bill for services you
didn’t receive, contact your health care
provider and insurance company right
away. Someone else may have gotten
those services using your name.

e If you get an out-of-the-blue mes-
sage from an old friend, be extremely
cautious. Hackers love to use your info
to pose as friends or family. Ignore texts
from strangers who pretend to have the
wrong number and want to chat, too.

What about revealed passwords?

On July 4, Hackers posted a file
named RockYou2024.txt to a dark web
forum. The file includes a mind-numb-
ing 9,948,575,739 passwords. And
there’s a very good chance it puts you at
risk. The RockYou2024 leak is made up
of passwords from both old and new da-
ta breaches.

It’s one thing when criminals have
your name, phone number and financial
details. Having access to your pass-
words is a whole different ball game.

A tactic called credential stuffing

This is when crooks take your leaked
passwords and try to break into as many
services, sites, accounts and apps as
they can. They’re hoping you got lazy at
least once and reused that password
somewhere else.

Any system that isn't protected
against brute-force attacks is at risk,
and this goes beyond smartphones and
computers. Even internet-connected
cameras and industrial equipment are
on the hackable list.

What are your next steps?

Visit Cybernews’ Leaked Password
Checker to see if your passwords were
exposed. HavelBeenPwned is another
option. Enter your email address into ei-
ther one, and I'll bet you’ll find yourself
on the list.

Now the hard part: Reset the pass-
words for every single account associat-
ed with those leaked passwords.

Your browser can help

Your browser’s password manager

If your data has been exposed, your No. 1 goal is to protect yourself from future
scams. GETTY IMAGES

can alert you if your passwords have
been involved in a breach. Here’s how to
view or enable this feature in three pop-
ular browsers:

e Google Chrome: Password alerts
are enabled by default. If you think you
might’'ve missed one, head to Google’s
Password Manager and run a Password
Checkup.

e Microsoft Edge: You'll need to turn
on Edge’s Password Monitor. To do
this, go to Settings and more (the
three-dot menu at the top right of your
browser window) > Settings > Profiles
> Passwords. Then, toggle on the
switch for Show alerts when pass-
words are found in an online leak.

e Apple Safari: Password monitor-
ing is on by default for browsers running
on MacOS 14 or iOS 14 and later. To
check for alerts on your iPhone or Mac,

and to update any compromised pass-
words, go to Settings > Passwords >
Security Recommendations > Change
Password on Website.

Oh, and this is important to remem-
ber: Any random two-factor authentica-
tion (2FA) codes you receive via email or
text that you didn't ask for could mean
someone is trying to access your ac-
counts.

Share this tip with someone you care
about. Protecting others from scams
starts with knowledge.

Learn about all the latest technology
on the Kim Komando Show, the nation’s
largest weekend radio talk show. Kim
takes calls and dispenses advice on to-
day’s digital lifestyle, from smartphones
and tablets to online privacy and data
hacks. For her daily tips, free newslet-
ters and more, visit her website.
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News from across the USA

ALABAMA Tuscaloosa: Former Uni-
versity of Alabama football coach
Nick Saban was inducted into the
Alabama Business Hall of Fame,
along with six other prominent fig-
ures in the state.

ALASKA Juneau: Officials said two
black bears were euthanized by the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
in downtown Juneau last week after
displaying aggressive behavior
around trash cans, KTOO reported.

ARIZONA Phoenix: Reports of fatal
drownings for children up to 5 years
old are increasing in Phoenix, accord-
ing to data from Children’s Safety
Zone. The Phoenix Fire Department
has reported eight drowning deaths
for children 5 and under, as of July
2024.

ARKANSAS Little Rock: The state of
Arkansas responded to a challenge
brought by Arkansans for Limited
Government, the group behind a
proposed ballot measure to legalize
limited access to abortion in the
state. Arkansas Attorney General Tim
Griffin filed a motion to dismiss a suit
before the Arkansas Supreme Court
concerning Secretary of State John
Thurston’s refusal to begin the certifi-
cation process for the ballot question.

CALIFORNIA Indian Wells: The BNP
Paribas Open’s impact to the Coa-
chella Valley economy was more than
$400 million prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, according to one report.
This year, that number more than
doubled. The annual tennis tourna-
ment, held at the Indian Wells Tennis
Garden in March, generated an esti-
mated total gross economic impact of
more than $852 million on the Coa-
chella Valley regional economy, ac-
cording to a study.

COLORADO Pueblo: Major improve-
ments are coming to Pueblo County’s
trail system with the help of nearly
$9 million in funding from the U.S.
Department of Transportation.
Scheduled for completion in early
2026, the Medal of Honor Boulevard
Trail will serve as a connection for
bicyclists and passengers traveling
between the city of Pueblo and Pueb-
lo West.

CONNECTICUT Hartford: Recent
Census estimates show that Connect-
icut has the third lowest share of
housing built in the 21st century in
the country, The CT Mirror reported.

DELAWARE Wilmington: More than
three years after being officially an-
nounced, demolition and remediation
will begin later this summer on the
long-delayed, more than $100 million
project that will change the face of
Delaware’s largest city. Riverfront
East, which will redevelop the east
side of Wilmington’s Riverfront to
mirror the 30-plus years of devel-
opment on its west side, will trans-
form the now largely abandoned

86.3 acre site into blocks of new retail
shops, residences, office space and
greenways with a riverwalk along the
Christina River.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing-
ton: Officials said an investigation is
underway after four people were
injured in a multi-vehicle crash in
Northeast, D.C.

FLORIDA Daytona Beach: After a
record-breaking 13 guns were in-
tercepted at the Daytona Beach Inter-
national Airport in 2023, numbers for
the first half of 2024 show a decrease
not only for the local airport but also
statewide. According to a news re-
lease from the Transportation Securi-
ty Administration, just two guns have
been intercepted at the Daytona
Beach airport so far. This time last
year, the TSA had intercepted nine
guns. The decrease is also reflected
statewide with 382 intercepted guns
reported in the first six months of
2024. By July of last year, 396 had
been intercepted.

GEORGIA Atlanta: Bus systems in
two cities will receive nearly $20 mil-
lion in federal funds to replace older
buses with electric models, Capitol
Beat News Service reported.

HAWAII Honolulu: Officials said a
University of Hawaii football athlete
has been arrested on felony abuse
charges, Hawaii News Now reported.

IDAHO Boise: City officials said two
historic pools will be getting a make-
over to keep up with newer codes and
regulations, KTVB7 reported.

ILLINOIS Springfield: A then-Sanga-
mon County Sheriff’s Deputy shot
Sonya Massey in the face while in her
home, even as Massey put her arms
in the air and said “I'm sorry” while
ducking for cover.

HIGHLIGHT: TEXAS

Jessi Silva attended the Blackwell School during a period of segregation of

Mexican Americans from white people. OMAR ORNELAS/USA TODAY NETWORK

Marfa: The Biden administration established a formerly segregated school for
Mexican American students as the country’s newest national park, making it the
third National Historic Site to document the experiences of Latino Americans
before the Civil Rights Movement. Open from 1909 t0 1965, the Blackwell School
is one of the last remaining “Mexican schools” in the U.S. The school, which oper-
ated under the doctrine of “separate but equal” education, exemplifies the rac-
ism and cultural disparities that dominated the United States during the period
of de facto segregation from 1889 t01965, according to the National Park Service.

INDIANA Lake County: A Lake
County resident is the first person
in the state this summer to contract
West Nile virus, a mosquito-borne
disease that can cause severe
symptoms, the Indiana Department
of Health announced.

IOWA Des Moines: Attorneys for
the state have filed to dismiss a
lawsuit challenging the investiga-
tion that roiled Iowa collegiate ath-
letic programs and resulted in mul-
tiple criminal charges. More than 20
people, mostly student athletes at
the University of Iowa and Iowa
State University, were accused last
year of underage gambling and
identity theft, the latter for allegedly
using other peoples’ online gam-
bling accounts to place wagers on
athletic events.

KANSAS Salina: Kansas isn’t just a
flat, barren land consisting of only
crops and cattle. That’s the message
that the filmmakers of “Kansas from
Above,” a documentary showcasing
aerial footage of the Sunflower
State, want their audience to real-
ize. The documentary, which will
have three additional showings over
the next few weeks at the Salina Art
Center Cinema, uses drone footage
to look at the varied topography of
Kansas, traveling east to west.

KENTUCKY Louisville: More details
are continuing to emerge about a
new public-private nonprofit taking
the lead on economic development
in Louisville, as its board members
met for the first time last week. The
Louisville Economic Development
Alliance, or LEDA, was formally
established this month but has been
in the works since late last year,
growing out of a recommendation
from the city’s economic plan,
Growing Louisville Together, re-
leased in December.

LOUISIANA Baton Rouge: A Louisi-
ana federal judge said five school
systems will have to wait to post the
Ten Commandments in classrooms
until at least Nov. 15 as the case
questioning the constitutionality of
the state’s new law begins in Middle
District Court in Baton Rouge.

MAINE Arundel: The Maine Classic
Car Museum will host “Astrocar,” an
art exhibition opening on Friday.

MARYLAND Annapolis: The Mary-
land Department of Natural Re-
source is moving forward with its
shrimp pilot program that could be
a financial boon for the state. The
department recently announced it is
working with the Tidal Fisheries
Advisory Committee’s Shrimp
Workgroup to develop a commercial
Shrimp Pilot Program in state wa-
ters of the Atlantic Ocean using a
16-foot beam trawl. That could be
the first step of expanding shrimp-
ing operations already seen in
neighboring states like Virginia.

MASSACHUSETTS Newburyport:
Plum Island’s iconic Pink House is a
long unoccupied two-story house
that was built in 1925. Incredibly
photogenic, it has been steadily
sinking into the area’s saltwater
mazrsh ever since. Now, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has put the
well-known house up for auction.
The auction is the last chance for a
group, named Support the Pink
House, to save the local landmark
from demolition.

MICHIGAN Bellevue: The Eaton
County Sheriff’s Office said it is
investigating after a pair of excava-
tors were damaged by vandals at
Cheney Limestone Quarry.

MINNESOTA Brooklyn Park: Offi-
cials said a 3-year-old child is in
critical condition after getting at-
tacked by two dogs, KARE reported.

MISSISSIPPI Jackson: The state of
Mississippi can continue denying
people previously convicted of cer-
tain felonies the right to vote, ac-
cording to a new ruling by the U.S.
5th Circuit Court of Appeals.

MISSOURI Columbia: Interest is
growing in converting an unused
portion of the city-owned Colt Rail-
road into a trail system.

MONTANA Great Falls: The state’s
largest nursing home plans to close
its doors weeks after being termi-
nated from the federal Medicare
and Medicaid program after “a his-
tory of serious quality issues” and
violations for deficient patient care,
Montana Free Press reported.

NEBRASKA Omaha: Officials said a
mosquito-borne virus called the
Jamestown Canyon Virus has been
detected for the first time in the
state, WOWT reported.

NEVADA Carson City: A proposed
voter identification ballot measure
has qualified for the general election
in Nevada, organizers announced.
The Nevada Secretary of State con-
firmed that Repair the Vote’s pro-
posed constitutional amendment
passed the signature validation
process and will appear before vot-
ers this fall. Nevadans will have to
approve it in two subsequent gener-
al elections — 2024 and 2026 — be-
fore it can go into effect.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Concord: Gov.
Chris Sununu announced he has
signed House Bill 1205, banning
transgender girls from participating
in school sports in grades 5-12.

NEW JERSEY Bridgewater: The
Raritan Headwaters Association, a
watchdog group that keeps an eye
on the longest river within the bor-
ders of New Jersey that supplies
drinking water to more than 1.8 mil-
lion state residents, says the health
of the region’s waterways has slight-
ly improved, but still earns a grade
of C.

NEW MEXICO Socorro County: The
New Mexico Congressional dele-
gation announced significant fund-
ing toward the replacement of the
Nogal Canyon Bridge along a section
of Interstate 25 in Socorro County.

NEW YORK New York: A federal
judge refused to halt New York
City’s crackdown on unlicensed
sellers of cannabis, citing public
safety concerns.

NORTH CAROLINA Gaston: For the
last two years, Gaston County
Schools’ nutrition department has
worked to cultivate its farm-to-
lunchroom program. With help from
local agriculture professionals and
Deep Roots farm owners Wisdom
and Cherie Jzar, the program is
expected to expand in coming years.

NORTH DAKOTA Pembina County:
Officials said a motorcycle driver
was seriously injured and his pas-
senger was Killed after crashing into
a deer, KVRR reported.

OHIO Mechanicsburg: A new solar
farm in Madison County is tackling
the longstanding complaint that the
growing number of utility-sized solar
projects in Ohio are taking critical
farmland out of production. Renew-
able energy company Savion has
opened Madison Fields Solar Farm, a
180-megawatt project capable of gen-
erating enough power to run 38,000
homes. The farm will also test on
whether it is possible to grow crops
between and around the rows of
400,000 solar panels on about

1,000 acres of land in Pike Township.

OKLAHOMA Bartlesville: After al-
most a year of delay, Buffalo Roam
Studio will take ownership of one of
Bartlesville’s historic sites and trans-
form it entirely. In October of last
year, the Bartlesville City Council
unanimously approved $2 million in
city investments and other measures,
paving the way to repurpose the for-
mer First Christian Church into a
“cutting-edge” film studio and film
school.

OREGON Salem: An Oregon man,
using a dead child’s identity to evade
authorities, was arrested after more
than 20 years on the run.

PENNSYLVANIA Upper Makefield
Township: Upper Makefield has
hired an independent consultant to
submit an old part of Washington
Crossing village for designation as a
historic district by the state preserva-
tion office.

RHODE ISLAND Providence: Rhode
Islanders are not very happy this
summer about the “direction of the
state” and Gov. Dan McKee’s job per-
formance, according to a newly re-
leased poll by the University of New
Hampshire Survey Center.

SOUTH CAROLINA Charleston: The
case against two men charged in the
deaths of two Simpsonville women
will continue after a judge denied a
motion to alter the charges.

SOUTH DAKOTA Sioux Falls: The
president of a South Dakota-based
election integrity group, and a Dis-
trict 11 candidate who was narrowly
defeated in a June primary election,
are asking the South Dakota Supreme
Court to compel a number of state
and local officials to take a number of
actions regarding the state’s elections
- including invalidating 132 votes
that have already been the subject of
controversy.

TENNESSEE Knoxville: While Ten-
nessee falls behind nearly all other
Southeast states on the amount of
electricity it produces from solar
power, the Knoxville Utilities Board is
a solar leader in the state, according
to a new report from the Southern
Alliance for Clean Energy.

UTAH Logan: Utah State University
announced it has officially fired foot-
ball coach Blake Anderson, two
weeks after giving him notice of the
school’s intent to terminate his con-
tract.

VERMONT Shelburne: A new neigh-
borhood is coming to Shelburne, with
nearly 100 affordable homes and
apartments.

VIRGINIA Staunton: An illegal credit
card skimming device was recently
discovered at a Kroger store in Staun-
ton, and police said more than 100
people unknowingly used the com-
promised credit card keypad, court
documents show.

WASHINGTON Seattle: Three Wash-
ington girls are being hailed as heroes
after they stopped the attempted
kidnapping of a 6-year-old girl.

WEST VIRGINIA Summersville: Offi-
cials said the body of a missing man
has been recovered near Summers-
ville Lake, WDTV reported.

WISCONSIN Superior: The federal
government is giving away a light-
house in Superior, and qualifying
groups have until Aug. 5 to complete
an application to be a potential owner
of the historic landmark. This is the
second time in just over a decade that
the government has tried to offload
the building. It first tried to give the
lighthouse away around 2013 after
the building was declared excess
property for the Coast Guard and the
Department of Homeland Security.
During that first go-around, no or-
ganization applied or qualified to take
the building over.

WYOMING Cheyenne: A new study
ranks Wyoming as the third best
state in the nation for access to ad-
diction treatment, Casper Star-Tri-
bune reported.

From USA TODAY Network and
wire reports
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First-time U.S. Olympian McKenzie Long will run the 200
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meters in the Paris Summer Games. “There’s power,” she says, in knowing her mom “is up there protecting

Spirit of Olympian’s mom kept
alive each time Long runs

Lindsay Schnell
USA TODAY

PARIS — McKenzie Long’s mom is ev-
erywhere and nowhere at the same
time.

In the stands of every track stadium,
she is next to her daughter before races
as Long listens to “Softest Place on
Earth” by Xscape, her mom’s favorite
song.

At the starting line, when Long folds
her 5-foot-6 frame into the blocks, she
swears she can feel her mom’s spirit,
from the tips of her peach nails to the
toes of her pink Adidas spikes.

And at the finish line, she is waiting
to celebrate Long, a 24-year-old sprint-

ing star from Ole Miss who will compete
in her first Olympics in Paris.

“I talk to her every day, every race,”
Long told USA TODAY Sports. In June at
the NCAA Championships, where Long
won three titles, an Instagram post of
her sitting solo in the stands went viral.
It looked like the 24-year-old was mere-
ly taking a quiet moment to herself. Few
knew the whole backstory.

“I'm talking to God, too: ‘God, hug my
mom really, really tight as she watches
me run across this track, ” Long said. “I
(tell) my mom, ‘T want to feel you. Ease
my mind. Let me go out there as confi-
dent as I can be. Allow me to be who
McKenzie Long is.””

There’s power, Long said, in knowing

her mom “is up there protecting me and
watching me, and sees everything un-
fold before I can see it.”

Long’s world shattered on Jan. 29,
when she received a call that her mom,
Tara Jones, died of a heart attack in her
sleep at her home outside Honolulu. She
was 45.

That Long will run in the prelims of
the women’s 200 meters on Aug. 4 is as-
tounding not because her talent is a sur-
prise, but because no one would have
blamed her if she’d decided competing
was too hard as she navigated grief. Her
coach, Holland Sherrer, would have un-
derstood if she’d walked away. But he

See LONG, Page 4C
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“l talk to her every day,
every race. I’'m talking to
God, too: ‘God, hug my mom
really, really tight as she
watches me run across this
track.’l (tell) my mom, ‘I
want to feel you. Ease my
mind. Let me go out there as
confident as | can be.”

US Olympic sprinter McKenzie Long

LeBron one of USA’s
flag bearers in Paris

Tom Schad
USA TODAY

One of the most recognizable ath-
letes on Team USA will lead the delega-
tion into the Paris Summer Olympics
this week.

LeBron James has been voted by his
fellow U.S. athletes as one of the two
flag bearers for Friday’s
opening ceremony,
which will take place on
barges floating down the
Seine River in the middle
of Paris.

James, who is the
NBA’s all-time leading
scorer, is making his
fourth and perhaps final Olympic
Games appearance after previously rep-
resenting Team USA in 2004, 2008 and
2012.

“It’s an incredible honor to represent
the United States on this global stage,
especially in a moment that can bring
the whole world together,” James said
in a statement released Monday by the
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee.

“For a kid from Akron, this responsi-
bility means everything to not only my-
self, but to my family, all the kids in my
hometown, my teammates, fellow
Olympians and so many people across
the country with big aspirations. Sports

James

have the power to bring us all together,
and I'm proud to be a part of this im-
portant moment.”

James will be Team USA’s male flag
bearer at the opening ceremony, while
the USOPC said the delegation’s
female flag bearer will be unveiled
Tuesday. The flag bearers were select-
ed by a vote of the 592 athletes on
Team USA, orchestrated by the team’s
athletes’ commission.

According to the USOPC, James is
the first U.S. men’s basketball player to
serve as flag bearer and just the third
basketball player of any gender, join-
ing Sue Bird (2020) and Dawn Staley
(2004).

The opening ceremony will begin at
1:30 p.m. EDT (or 7:30 p.m. local time)
on Friday.

It has been billed as a spectacle by
the International Olympic Committee
and Paris 2024 organizers, with the
ceremony taking place along a three-
plus mile stretch of the Seine rather
than a traditional stadium.

The typical parade of nations will
feature delegations of athletes floating
down the river in boats before disem-
barking in front of the Trocadero.

Because the U.S. is hosting the next
edition of the Summer Games, in Los
Angeles in 2028, it will be the second-
to-last boat in Friday’s order — only
ahead of the current hosts, France.

Harbaugh leads Ravens’
defense against QB critics

Chris Bumbaca
USA TODAY

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — An illness
kept Lamar Jackson from attending
the Baltimore Ravens first training
camp practice of the 2024 season.

Jackson’s absence did not stop
head coach John Harbaugh from de-
fending the two-time MVP from the
various criticisms the quarterback has
received since the Ravens fell to the
Kansas City Chiefs in last season’s
AFC championship game. Harbaugh
went so far as to say Jackson will be
“recognized as the greatest quarter-
back ever to play in the history of the
National Football League.”

“For whatever reason — there’s a lot
of great things said about Lamar — but
there’s alot of stuff that’s said that you
have to just scratch your head about
and wonder ‘What’s that person’s even
thinking?’ ” Harbaugh said Sunday
during an impassioned two-minute
speech. “But we take it personally.”

Fox NFL analyst Mark Schlereth
made waves over the Fourth of July
weekend by claiming Jackson had
failed to develop wide receivers during
his six-year career — on top of a 2-4
postseason record.

The comments apparently caught
the attention of Ravens brass and Har-
baugh.

“I read the stuff. I see the guys say

what they say on the shows ... the good
ones, I just scroll past because that’s
candy, that’s not real,” Harbaugh said.
“But it’s the bad ones - I read it right
away. [ don’t let it go.”

To Harbaugh, it’s unfair that Jackson
continues to receive the same scrutiny
since he was a junior in high school.

“The success he’s had in the National
Football League, and it still comes up,”
Harbaugh said. “He’s still growing; he’s
got a growth mindset. He’s going to get
better and better, no doubt. But what
does he have to do to prove himself to
some people, right?”

Baltimore believed in Jackson
enough to create an offense for him in
2019, Harbaugh said, which was his first
MVP campaign. When that system no
longer worked, the Ravens created a
new one for him in 2023 under offensive
coordinator Todd Monken. Again, Jack-
son won MVP and the Ravens were the
No. 1seed in the AFC.

But it was another season without
Jackson’s ultimate goal: the Lombardi
Trophy. Until he hoists it, the doubters
and critics will find screen time on Har-
baugh’s phone.

“That’s the vision,” Harbaugh said of
winning a Super Bowl. “It’'s going to
happen by Lamar, his work ethic and his
brilliant talent — by all of us pouring into
that effort together as a team.

“That’s how it’s going to happen. And
I believe it like we've already seen it.”
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NFL RECORD PROJECTIONS

Rodgers may face familiar foe in end

Nate Davis
USA TODAY

Like an already convulsive presiden-
tial election cycle, the NFL is about to
kick into high gear with teams set to re-
port to training camps en masse this
week. And like the election, just when
you think you have fully grasped what’s
going on with America’s most popular
sports league ... well, think again. And
then again. Upsets, injuries, firings,
pressure, chemistry and other factors
can all instantly change the complexion
of the pro football landscape - just ask
Aaron Rodgers, Joe Burrow, the Eagles,
Bill Belichick or even eventual champi-
on Chiefs, each veering into unexpected
outcomes during a wild 2023 campaign.

Onward.

With preseason just around the cor-
ner, and all 32 rosters about as opti-
mized as they’re going to be, it’s time to
delve into our annual exercise of pro-
jecting each club’s record — and that
means caucusing our way through the
league to find the best teams before
winnowing the field to 14 postseason
qualifiers and, ultimately, attempting to
determine who’s atop the Super Bowl 59
ticket seven months in advance. And
while it doesn’t drive the outlook, be
mindful of history — and that means
some team is probably going from worst
to first place (or vice versa), the playoff
field will turn over by at least four teams
(as it has in each of the previous 34 sea-
sons) ... and, sorry K.C., there probably
won't be a three-peat champion, none
ever materializing in the Super Bowl era
(since 1966).

(A note on methodology: Using the
most current information amid a few it-
erations of this exercise, I predict win-
ners and losers for all 272 regular-sea-
son games to arrive at projections. The
outcomes allow me to apply tiebreakers,
when needed, to determine and seed
the 14-team playoff field before arriving
at a champion. Warning, past perform-
ance is no guarantee of future returns.)

Now, without further ado, the results
of our way-too-early exit polling:

NFC EAST

(3) Philadelphia Eagles (10-7): They
have their third set of coordinators (of-
fensive coordinator Kellen Moore, de-
fensive coordinator Vic Fangio) since
the start of the 2022 campaign, when
they advanced to Super Bowl 57; said
goodbye to retired former mainstays Ja-
son Kelce and Fletcher Cox; and wel-
comed free agent RB Saquon Barkley
and DE Bryce Huff (and welcomed back
DB C.J. Gardner-Johnson) before add-
ing what appears like another strong
draft class. Quite a bit of turnover. But
what rarely changes about this fran-
chise is its ability to win — Philly missing
the playoffs just once since the start of
the 2017 season. No team has success-
fully defended this division’s crown in
20 years, another reason to expect the
Eagles to reclaim the top spot — though
they’ll have to survive a September slate
that includes two road games and one
home date ... in South America.

Dallas Cowboys (8-9): Owner Jerry
Jones will doubtless publicly disagree
with this assessment at his annual news
conference assessing the state of the
franchise ... and perhaps quadruple
down on his avowed “all-in” mantra for
2024. But his coach (Mike McCarthy),
quarterback (Dak Prescott) and, argu-
ably, best player (CeeDee Lamb) are cur-
rently scheduled to enter a lame-duck
campaign on the heels of an offseason
when the Cowboys were depleted by
free agency, apparently unwilling to fur-
ther cripple their cap in the near term.
To survive, they’ll likely need new (and
former) coordinator Mike Zimmer to
sustain what’s been an opportunistic
defense and McCarthy to prove this of-
fense is more than an aerial show while
enduring a brutal four-game stretch fol-
lowing a Week 7 bye that includes three
opponents that were 2023 playoff
teams. Feels like too much to ask, espe-
cially given what could be lingering off-
field distractions.

Washington Commanders (7-10):
New front office, new coach (Dan
Quinn), new locker room leaders, in-
cluding first-round QB Jayden Daniels,
and just a generally growing good-feels
vibe as this organization continues
moving beyond its former regime.
Though the bottom fell out on the field
last year, it seems like Washington
should get back to the seven- or eight-
win plateau where it has hovered for
the better part of a decade. But it feels
like the Commanders are actually chart-
ing a positive course this time rather
than treading water — and don’t be sur-
prised if they struggle early and finish
strong, which would seem to align with
their schedule and the familiar arc of

NFL stars Patrick Mahomes, Christian McCaffrey (23) and Aaron Rodgers (8) head into the 2024 season with major
expectations. ILLUSTRATION BY SPENCER HOLLADAY

many rookie passers.

New York Giants (4-13): If you've
been watching “Hard Knocks,” you've
gleaned insight into GM Joe Schoen’s
offseason thinking — namely to diversify
his cap allotment beyond now-departed
Barkley while trying to build a roster
that will allow the team to provide one
more fair assessment of convalescing
QB Daniel Jones (ACL) ... and, yes, the
Barkley divorce certainly doesn’t seem
like a decision that will serve Jones well.
Maybe the arrival of hyped first-round
WR Malik Nabers and a fortified O-line
will provide the desired offset. But un-
less first-year coordinator Shane Bo-
wen’s defense dials in quickly and spec-
tacularly, it’s difficult to find many wins
here — particularly before December — in
what’s actually the NFC East’s most dif-
ficult schedule (based on opponents’
2023 winning percentages).

NFC NORTH

(2) Green Bay Packers (13-4): What
a dazzling statement QB Jordan Love
made in his first year as the post-Rodg-
ers starter, driving what was the NFLs
youngest roster in 2023 to the verge of
an appearance in the NFC champion-
ship game. This talent-teeming nucleus
should continue to ascend, especially if
it enjoys the expected boosts from the
new set of rookies and free agent addi-
tions like RB Josh Jacobs and S Xavier
McKinney. But the real delta here could
occur courtesy of new DC Jeff Hafley,
who’s shifting the scheme and charged
with shifting the fortunes of a bunch
that’s underachieved despite being
armed with seven first-round picks.
Fresh rings in Titletown? Could be.

(5) Detroit Lions (11-6): Like the
Pack, their Lombardi bid last season
came up just short in a playoff loss at
San Francisco. However, outside expec-
tations will now match what HC Dan
Campbell has demanded internally
from his team the past few years. The
rest of a division the Lions just won for
the first time is also fast improving. A
pathway to the first Super Bowl berth in
franchise history likely requires a strong
start as the Lions play just two home
games over an eight-week period span-
ning October and November. But it
could happen if a young core continues
to blossom - WR Jameson Williams
needs to step up — and reaps results
from an upgraded pass defense.

(7) Chicago Bears (9-8): The narra-
tive that no No.1overall pick has entered
a more favorable situation in the com-
mon draft era (since1967) than QB Caleb
Williams? We're buying it. The 2022
Heisman Trophy winner is surrounded
by weapons on offense and supported
by a defense that found its footing after
last year’s midseason trade for DE Mon-
tez Sweat. Williams obviously had no
role for a club that won four of its final
six games in 2023, but he has a great
chance to sustain that momentum giv-
en Chicago plays the easiest schedule
(aside from NFC South teams) — and, if
you count San Francisco’s Brock Purdy
in 2022, could well make it four seasons
in a row that a rookie quarterback has
led a team to the postseason.

Minnesota Vikings (5-12): Starting
with All-Pro WR1 Justin Jefferson,
there’s quite obviously ample talent on

this roster. There’s also bound to be am-
ple whiplash as the organization transi-
tions from QB Kirk Cousins, likely to
journeyman Sam Darnold and then
again to first-rounder J.J. McCarthy —
quite possibly at some point this year.
Throw in the fact that five of the Vikes’
first seven opponents were playoff
teams last season, a list that doesn’t in-
clude their London date with the Jets?
All signs point toward a mulligan, even
if HC Kevin O’Connell likely manages to
field a competitive squad.

NFC SOUTH

(4) Atlanta Falcons (9-8): Their su-
perflex approach to roster building will
doubtless draw further scrutiny during
camp and preseason given the likeli-
hood first-round QB Michael Penix Jr.
will flash mobility and arm strength
Cousins could only dream of. But the
Falcons didn’t sign the veteran to a four-
year, $180 million deal without the ex-
pectation he’d significantly upgrade a
position that began to betray the team
when Matt Ryan went into decline in
2021, his final year in the ATL. The Fal-
cons have plenty of talent, a new coach
(Raheem Morris) who was hired over
Belichick and has been consistently
praised by his players elsewhere and the
benefit of the league’s weakest sched-
ule. Between Week 3 and 9, the team will
play five home games and face all of its
divisional foes — a stretch that could
launch Atlanta to its first NFC South
crown since 2016.

New Orleans Saints (8-9): They're
25-26 and without a playoff appearance
since QB Drew Brees’ retirement — and
little reason to expect much else now.
Despite quite a bit of churn behind cen-
ter the past few years and, now, philo-
sophically after the departure of long-
time OC Pete Carmichael Jr., the roster
doesn’t look markedly different overall -
even with last week’s news that RT Ryan
Ramczyk is unsurprisingly lost for the
season to chronic knee issues. Unless
new OC Klint Kubiak can ignite this at-
tack — and that will mean significantly
more from QB Derek Carr and contrac-
tually disgruntled RB Alvin Kamara —
the Saints don’t have much of a prayer.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers (8-9): Let’s
first salute an organization that hasn’t
missed the postseason since 2019 and
hasn’t finished outside first place in the
division since 2020. Let’s also be real-
istic about a squad that’s 18-19 over the
past two seasons, playoffs included,
and has benefited from its station in the
NFC South. The Bucs literally allocated
hundreds of millions into continuity
this spring, specifically a three-year,
$100 million reinvestment in QB Baker
Mayfield. But staying on top, even amid
this quartet, won't be easy. Between
Week 2 and 10, Tampa Bay will have
three divisional games and four more
against all the teams that reached last
season’s conference championship
round.

Carolina Panthers (4-13): With new
HC and quarterback whisperer Dave Ca-
nales and his positive vibes in the build-
ing, every reason to expect major pro-
gress from QB Bryce Young — and that
could realistically mean doubling Caro-
lina’s 2023 victory total, as modest a
goal as that is.

NFC WEST

(1) San Francisco 49ers (13-4): Log-
ical as it is to keep WR Brandon Aiyuk
now (and well into the future), this is
probably the Niners’ last crack at Super
Bowl glory with this entire foundation
given the cap-crushing windfall that’s
invariably coming to Purdy a year from
now. But presently, San Francisco cer-
tainly has the horses — many of them
thoroughbreds - to make a very deep
playoff run ... and maybe win the photo
finish this time after Super Bowl 58’s
near miss. Primo opportunity for a fast
start with five of their first six contests
against 2023 non-playoff teams.

(6) Los Angeles Rams (10-7): For the
second straight year, they enter the sea-
son with major questions on defense —
this time due to the retirement of Aaron
Donald and the departure of Morris,
who’d been the coordinator since 2021.
But the Rams invested heavily on that
side of the ball in the draft while reallo-
cating copious cap resources into the of-
fensive line. And if WR Cooper Kupp can
play his first full season since a scintil-
lating 2021 showing, LA could have the
best receiver tandem in the league if
Puka Nacua simply approaches his rec-
ord-setting rookie effort. October could
be a critical stretch given the Rams will
be home the entire month.

Arizona Cardinals (7-10): Despite a
new coaching staff, limited snaps for
QB Kyler Murray and widespread roster
reboot, the Cards were a tough out near-
ly every week last season. This year,
Murray should be physically recovered
from his 2022 ACL tear and assisted by a
draft haul that brought seven players
among the top 90 overall selections —
with the primary focus on first-round
WR Marvin Harrison Jr. Arizona will be
tested early, facing 2023 postseason
squads in five of the first six weeks. But
this season could be a springboard to a
breakout 2025 for this club.

Seattle Seahawks (5-12): New
coaches, new playbooks, new culture ...
and hardly any guarantee that this ros-
ter currently fits the philosophies of
Mike Macdonald, 37, now the youngest
HC in the league. Hard to believe a group
that’s been ineffective defensively while
struggling to run the ball in recent years
will suddenly do an about-face in 2024
— and having just three home games in
the season’s second half certainly won't
help.

AFC EAST

(2) New York Jets (12-5): Let’s try
this again. The roster — on paper — looks
as good as any in the league. The de-
fense, a top-five unit the past two sea-
sons despite a general lack of offensive
support, might be the NFLs best ... on
paper. Buffalo, division champs since
2020, appears diminished by salary cap
adjustments. Most important, Rodgers
says he’s healthy after a torn Achilles
ended his much-hyped 2023 debut sea-
son with the NYJ after four snaps. Given
the supporting cast around him, includ-
ing a bolstered offensive line and arriv-
als of WRs Mike Williams and rookie
Malachi Corley, Rodgers shouldn’t need
to vie for a record-tying fifth league
MVP award for this team to break
through for its first title in 56 years. And
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wouldn’t it be something if that hap-
pened against his former employer in
Wisconsin? To get there, the Jets will
have to surmount a schedule that in-
cludes six prime-time dates and a Euro-
pean detour in the first 11 weeks.

(5) Buffalo Bills (10-7): They won
seven of their final nine games last sea-
son, both losses by three points (includ-
ing a playoff heart-breaker at home
against the Chiefs), after installing Joe
Brady as the offensive coordinator.
Though WR Stefon Diggs wasn’t a major
component of that hot finish, Buffalo
will have to carry on without him, WR2
Gabe Davis and quite a few former key
players the team just couldn’t afford to
keep. And the Bills better adapt to their
new reality by midseason because, be-
tween Weeks 9 and 15, they’ll face just
one team that didn’t reach the postsea-
son in 2023 - and that apparent re-
prieve is a Week 11 trip to Indy. Maintain-
ing their divisional eminence might be
too much to ask of QB Josh Allen and Co.
in the midst of this adjustment period.

Miami Dolphins (8-9): If you believe
football teams should be built inside out
and/or that games are won in the
trenches ... then this might not be the
crew for you given the interior stalwarts
(DT Christian Wilkins, G Robert Hunt,
C Connor Williams) who were not re-
signed. And if you don’'t believe in a
team that’s faded badly in both of HC
Mike McDaniel’s seasons, albeit each
concluding in the playoffs, then you
won’t be encouraged by the fact that the
Fins’ last six games come against four
2023 playoff teams (three on the road)
and the Jets (twice).

New England Patriots (3-14): For a
team that plays in the shadow of a light-
house, 2024 has been a sea change —
most notably from the organizational
chart to the quarterback depth chart.
Rookie HC Jerod Mayo and rookie QB
Drake Maye may both be great ... even-
tually. Yet given how little the roster has
evolved otherwise — one that won four
games in legendary Belichick’s final
season in Foxborough - expectations
have to be realistic. And it might be
something of a wait before Mayo breaks
into the win column ... though the Pats
could very well “win” the No.1pick of the
2025 draft.

AFC NORTH

(4) Cincinnati Bengals (11-6): Your
most likely worst-to-first candidate —
hardly a hot take given Cincy won the
division in 2021 and ’22. The numbers
say the Bengals have, by far, the easiest
schedule in the division, the other
teams saddled with the three hardest
dockets in the league. But they’'ve also
got hurdles: the departures of OC Brian
Callahan, RB Joe Mixon, WR3 Tyler
Boyd and DT D.J. Reader; unhappy
campers in WR2 Tee Higgins and DE
Trey Hendrickson; and Burrow, the key-
stone to the operation, on the road back
from last year’s season-ending injury to
his passing wrist. But RB Zack Moss, S
Geno Stone and third-round WR Jer-
maine Burton could be among this sea-
son’s most underappreciated newcom-
ers. And the margin for error at the out-
set seems pretty generous given the Pa-
triots, Commanders and Panthers -
owners of the league’s three worst rec-
ords in 2023 — show up on Cincinnati’s
September schedule.

(7) Cleveland Browns (10-7): The
won 11 games and nearly the division in
2023 despite a slew of major injuries,
most notably QB Deshaun Watson
(shoulder) and RB Nick Chubb (ACL)
missing most of the season with ail-
ments to, respectively, the most con-
cerning parts of their bodies from a pro-
fessional standpoint. It’s imperative for
Watson to finally find his footing in this
offense, and new WR2 Jerry Jeudy and
last season’s top-ranked defense are
good things to lean on. However, with
the Bengals the only 2023 non-playoff
team among Cleveland’s final five oppo-
nents, the Browns can’'t afford a slow
start — especially since they’re stuck
with the NFLs toughest schedule (their
opponents with a .547 winning percent-
age in 2023).

Baltimore Ravens (10-7): Optimism
is inevitably building given the addition
of RB Derrick Henry to a team that fin-
ished a win shy of the Super Bowl after
earning a No. 1 playoff seed last season.
But how well will an established 30-
year-old back accustomed to running
starts from a deep backfield alignment
actually mesh with QB Lamar Jackson,
the two-time league MVP so often at his
best when not under center? And de-
spite Henry’s arrival, the Ravens must
also overcome a litany of losses from the
roster, particularly on defense and the
offensive line, as well as Macdonald’s
departure from the DC post. This isn’t to
suggest Baltimore, which faces four
2023 division winners in the first seven
weeks, isn’t playoff caliber — the Ravens
only miss the postseason field in this
projection after very narrowly losing the
strength-of-victory tiebreaker to Cleve-
land.

Pittsburgh Steelers (9-8): Heading

The Packers running back group is boosted by the addition of Josh Jacobs (8). MARK HOFFMAN/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
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into his 18th season at the helm, we
know HC Mike Tomlin won’t be associ-
ated with a losing ledger. But while
these Steelers appear more formidable
following the acquisitions of QBs Rus-
sell Wilson and Justin Fields, plus what
might be this year’s most enviable class
of rookies, things could certainly get
messy as Arthur Smith installs a new of-
fense for an organization attempting to
get back to its hard-nosed roots — all
while also trying to determine whether
one of its new quarterbacks, with dis-
parate skill sets and experience, is the
answer for 2025 and beyond even
though neither is signed for next sea-
son. And coming out of their Week 9
bye, the Steelers hit the road five times
in a seven-week span. Pittsburgh hasn’t
finished in last place since divisional re-
alignment in 2002, but there’s a first
time for everything — last year being the
first in the Super Bowl era when an en-
tire divisional membership (AFC North)
finished above .500. Déja vu?

AFC SOUTH

(3) Indianapolis Colts (11-6): They
got a combined 14 games out of All-Pro
RB Jonathan Taylor and rookie QB An-
thony Richardson in 2023 - yet nearly
made the playoffs anyway. Just wait un-
til coach and strategist extraordinaire
Shane Steichen is playing with a full
deck — Richardson, a self-described mix
of Jackson and Cam Newton flashing
as advertised — one that now includes
rookie WR Adonai Mitchell. The defense
has also been augmented by a rookie,
first-round DE Laiatu Latu, and should
field one of the league’s best pass rush-
es. And with no 2023 playoff teams on
the schedule after Week 12, the Colts are
set up to perhaps be postseason dark
horses in 2024.

(6) Jacksonville Jaguars (10-7):
They spent big bucks in free agency and
might’ve gotten a gem in first-round WR
Brian Thomas Jr. But if newly minted QB
Trevor Lawrence and WR Christian Kirk
are fully healthy, and key youngsters
(Lawrence, LB Devin Lloyd, OLB Travon
Walker and OT Anton Harrison among
them) continue to develop, a club com-
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ing off dissimilar 9-8 campaigns — end-
ing with a surge in 2022 and flameout
in 2023 - could be back in the playoff
mix.

Houston Texans (9-8): Coming off a
stunning turnaround in 2023, led by
rookie HC DeMeco Ryans and QB C.J.
Stroud, they’ll justifiably be a chic Super
Bowl pick in some quarters. And Stroud
could take another step, backed by an
offense he deemed a “five-headed mon-
ster” last week given the additions of
Diggs and Mixon to a group that already
included WRs Nico Collins and Tank
Dell and TE Dalton Schultz (not to men-
tion RB Dameon Pierce, who nearly
rushed for 1,000 yards as a rookie in
2022). Yet sophomore slumps happen,
too. Unfamiliar expectations can be-
come overwhelming. And a team that
finished one game ahead of the injury-
riddled Colts and Jags in 2023 must now
play a first-place schedule, which also
projects as the AFC South’s hardest in
2024 - one that includes three consec-
utive division winners from last season
coming out of a Week 14 bye. Progres-
sion? Regression? Stay tuned, but the
latter must be considered in equal mea-
sure with the former.

Tennessee Titans (6-11): For a team
brining in a first-time head coach (Call-
ahan) while purging cornerstones Hen-
ry and QB Ryan Tannehill, the Titans’
freewheeling  offseason  spending
seemed a bit unusual. And while it
makes sense to juice the offensive menu
with more targets (WRs Calvin Ridley
and Boyd, RB Tony Pollard) for second-
year QB Will Levis and the passing game
Callahan is known for, it remains to be
seen if this approach is sustainable over
the long term. Regardless, while a play-
off return might be a stretch in 2024, the
Titans have too much talent to be any-
one’s patsy.

AFC WEST

(1) Kansas City Chiefs (13-4): With
speed receivers Hollywood Brown and
rookie Xavier Worthy now in the fold,
widespread expectations that — despite
an open question at left tackle — an of-
fense that bogged down at times in 2023

Postseason predictions
NFC playoffs

Wild card: (2) Packers def. (7) Bears;
(6) Rams def. (3) Eagles; (5) Lions def.
(4) Falcons

Divisional: (1) 49ers def. (6) Rams;
(2) Packers def. (5) Lions

Championship game: (2) Packers def.
(1) 49ers

AFC playoffs

Wild card: (2) Jets def. (7) Browns;
(6) Jaguars def. (3) Colts; (4) Bengals
def. (5) Bills

Divisional: (1) Chiefs def. (6) Jaguars;
(2) Jets def. (4) Bengals

Championship game: (2) Jets def.
(1) Chiefs

Super Bowl 59 (New Orleans)

Jets def. Packers

could return to its combustible ways.
The defense has never been better since
HC Andy Reid arrived in 2013. And given
the generally moderate (at best) fore-
cast for the remainder of a division the
Chiefs have ruled since 2016, it seems
highly likely they’ll improve on last sea-
son’s 11-6 record — the worst since Pat-
rick Mahomes became QBI1 in 2018. Be-
yond that, this very capable team has a
tall task if it’s to break ground as the first
to achieve a Super Bowl three-peat —
none of the previous eight teams that
have gone back to back since 1966 have
gotten back to Super Sunday the follow-
ing year, and three missed the playoffs
entirely.

Los Angeles Chargers (9-8): The
last time new HC Jim Harbaugh took
over an NFL team, the 2011 49ers, it
made a seven-win improvement and
nearly qualified for Super Bowl 46 be-
fore falling in overtime of that season’s
NFC title game. That might be too much
to ask of these Bolts, particularly after
they were forced into some offseason
cost purging that hit the receiving corps
especially hard. Still, plenty of talent re-
mains, and the Chargers are seemingly
in better shape at quarterback than
those Niners with Justin Herbert, who’s
set to operate behind an O-line re-
charged by rookie RT Joe Alt. What
seems to be a favorable season-ending
schedule could vault this team into
what might be a watershed 2025 cam-
paign.

Las Vegas Raiders (6-11): They've
got some nice players in premium spots
- DE Maxx Crosby, LT Kolton Miller,
first-round TE Brock Bowers, Wilkins
and WR Davante Adams ... as long as
he’s around — and a new coach in Anto-
nio Pierce who galvanized this group
during his nine-game interim stint last
season. But questions abound other-
wise, notably regarding Adams’ future
and at quarterback, where Gardner
Minshew II and Aidan O’Connell seem
to be vying for a bridge role to an un-
known successor.

Denver Broncos (4-13): Rookie QB
Bo Nix may execute HC Sean Payton’s
offense more efficiently than did Wil-
son, his two-year tenure in the Rockies
coming to an abrupt and expensive end
in March. But Nix doesn’t appear to have
nearly the help that fellow rookies Caleb
Williams and even Daniels have in what
has all the makings of a reset in Denver
- one that may not bear serious fruit for
several years.
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Brennaman back - is hiring deserved?

Mike Freeman
Columnist
USA TODAY

About four years ago, broadcaster
Thom Brennaman did something dis-
graceful. Thinking he was off the air, he
uttered a gay slur during a live broadcast
of a Cincinnati Reds vs. Kansas City
Royals baseball game. He referred to
Kansas City as “one of the (gay slur)
capitals of the world.”

Because the internet moves at warp
speed, the clip didn’t just go viral, it
went so viral, so fast, that not long after
he said that, Brennaman was fired from
all of his various baseball duties. It
didn’t help that as he was apologizing,
he suddenly stopped, and described a
Nick Castellanos homer. That meme is
still in heavy circulation on social media
today.

That moment went like this: “I made
a comment earlier tonight that I guess
went out over the air that I am deeply

ashamed of. If I have hurt anyone out
there, I can’t tell you how much I say
from the bottom of my heart that [am so
very, very sorry. I pride myself and think
of myself as a man of faith, as there’s a
drive into deep left field by Castellanos,
that will be a home run, and so that will
make it a 4-0 ballgame.”

Why is all of this important now?

Brennaman was just hired by the CW
as the network’s lead voice for national-
ly televised college football games. So,
remarkably, he’s back.

That fact is in itself fascinating. Peo-
ple deserve second chances but it
doesn’t really seem like Brennaman has
done much to earn one.

But there’s a bigger issue and it has to
do with first chances.

The CW had an opportunity to hire a
fresh face. Maybe a woman. Maybe a
person of color. Someone looking for a
break or even a veteran looking to ex-
pand their opportunities.

Again, second chances are a good
thing. I've gotten them. You have, Many
have. Did it have to be this one for Bren-
naman? When there are so many talent-

ed people out there?

In many ways, this is a
real DEI hire, at least in
the way right wingers
talk about DEI. DEI has
been a huge talking point
on the right (and an ugly
one). There are excep-
tions, of course, but it would be rare for a
woman or person of color to have such a
public, disgraceful, and memed flame-
out and get a job of this magnitude af-
terward. This is true Didn’t Earn It.

Brennaman has his supporters. “Nei-
ther Thom nor anyone else denies that
he had a serious misstep,” legendary
broadcaster Bob Costas told The Athlet-
ic. “A misstep for which some conse-
quence would have been appropriate.
But the price he has paid is beyond dis-
proportionate. Especially when you
consider that he had a fine reputation
prior to the incident, and took every
proper step to make amends subse-
quent to it.

“His return to the booth is overdue
and I am sure the audience will be happy
to hear his voice again.”

Brennaman

The Brennaman story, as the Defec-
tor notes, feels more like a processed
and packaged rollout thin on the actual
merit of him deserving this job and big
onhejustdeservesitbecause... because
... because he just does.

“If the sports media world wants to
welcome Brennaman back into the fold
and give him another job, the least it can
dois be clear-eyed about what has actu-
ally happened over the last four years,”
wrote Tom Ley. “Despite themselves,
every story published about Brennaman
has made it abundantly clear that he’s
been engaged in a sustained public and
private campaign to get his job back,
and that he sees himself mostly as a vic-
tim. Returning to the booth wasn’t
enough of a victory on its own, either.
He needed one more chance to let us all
know how hard the last four years have
been for him, what a good man he is, and
how much he deserves this opportunity.
We all appreciate the update.”

Bingo.

Brennaman gets his second chance
and he’s happy to receive it. But does he
actually deserve it?

Long

Continued from Page 1C

also knew she had a rare gift.

“When these situations happen, I be-
lieve you have one of two choices —
you’re either going to use it to help you,
orit’s going to be the end of you,” Sherrer
said. “I told her, ‘McKenzie, the normal
person can go grab a tub of ice cream, sit
on the couch, take a month, a week.
They can quit their job. They can find
something else to do. But you're special.
God has laid his hands on you and
blessed you with a talent that not many
people on this planet have. ”

So Long kept running. Because what
happens when she stops?

Track is grief’s best distraction

With the second-fastest 200 meters
in the world this year, Long is expected
to make the 200 final in Paris’ Stade de
France, in a race built not only on speed
but also on grit and heart, characteris-
tics Long has displayed all season.

She is here after finishing third at the
USATF trials and is a strong contender
to medal. But her journey to cross the
finish line and qualify for Team USA on
June 29 at Hayward Field in Eugene —
five months to the day she lost her mom
— took a lot longer than 21.91 seconds. It
started Feb. 9, at a meet in Arkansas.

Hours after she got the news about
her mother, Long and Sherrer sat on the
steps outside her apartment and talked.
She had a meet in just 11 days. Sherrer
told her that whenever she ran next, it
would be the first race without her mom.
It would hurt no matter the date.

Long knew another truth, too, and
she’s only half-joking about this one:
“She would haunt me if I stopped.”

“That was the meet where I decided,
‘OK, I'm going to continue doing this for
my mom. ”

Long’s love of running started in ele-
mentary school in Ironton, Ohio, two
hours south of Columbus. She’d leave
boys in the dust at recess, crush every-
one in tag with her foot speed. Playing at
home with her two older brothers and
younger sister, she’d bounce off couches
and do handstands in the living room,
forcing Jones to sign her up for gymnas-
tics. (Long claims this is why she has
such good turnover speed on the track.)

She blossomed in high school, win-
ning Ohio’s indoor 60 meters state
championship and finishing runner up
in the outdoor 100 and 200. She started
her college career at North Carolina
State before transferring to Ole Miss
and rewriting the Rebels’ record book.

Along the way, Long and Jones start-
ed talking about the Olympics. Jones
saw big things on the horizon for her ba-
by girl, even if she was often too nervous
to watch her run live. She did once in
high school and could not handle it
again. From then on, she’d leave the sta-
dium - not just walk around the con-
course or visit the concession stand but
go all the way to the parking lot and wait
to hear from her daughter.

Jones was always Long’s first post-
race phone call, the one in charge of giv-
ing her a pep talk, soothing her nerves
and challenging her to continue improv-
ing. Jones was a straight shooter and
because of her age — she had Long when
she was only 20 - they sometimes had
more of a friendship than a convention-
al mother-daughter relationship. It was
Jones who made Long’s workout play-
list titled “Don’t Be A Lazy B****” a fact
that both embarrasses and delights
Long.

“Oh my goodness, my mom, she was

going to be my momager,” Long said.
“She wanted to be involved, included.”

That’s why this summer has been
equal parts rewarding and heartbreak-
ing. Long is the first to say her mother’s
death has fueled her the past five
months.

“If it wasn’t for her being gone, I
would definitely not be as successful. I
am motivated, I am competitive, but
this was a whole other level of finding
my inner self. This was a completely dif-
ferent shift that I never thought that I
was even capable of doing.”

At the same time, not being able to
hug her mom, not being able to bring her
to Paris, breaks her heart all over again.
Track has been both the best and worst
diversion.

She’s not nervous for the Olympics,
though she’s a newbie to the world
stage. But she is nervous for the season
— and her distraction — to end.

‘It doesn’t get better’

The irony of grief is that while known
for its crippling isolation, overwhelming
those going through it with gutting lone-
liness, it is one of the most universal hu-
man experiences. And in the past five
months, Long has waded deep into it.

Some days she wakes up and feels,
for lack of a better word, normal. She’ll
go to practice, laugh with teammates,
smile at the photo of her mom on her
phone’s background. To the uneducated
eye, she’s just like any other carefree 20-
something chasing her dreams.

Other days it “feels like a pit,” Long
said, anchoring her to her bed. She
wakes up and doesn’t want to talk to
anyone or do anything, except look
through pictures of her mom.

Sherrer has been at her side through
it all, conscious to adjust daily to her
needs. The son of a pastor, he called his
father as soon as he heard the news. His
dad’s message was simple: You need to
be there for McKenzie. What that looks
like can change constantly — one day
she’ll need to be hugged, the next day
she’ll need to be pushed. Some days she
comes to the track ready to attack her
workout with teammates. Other days
she needs to be able to practice by her-
self, to be alone with her emotions.

She’s got a lot of those, too. She’s fu-
rious at her mother for leaving her;
heartsick that she was taken from her;
terrified of what might become of her
family in the wake of Jones’ absence.
What about the grandbabies she’ll never
get to meet? The races where she won't
get to hype up Long?

It's an exhausting cycle. And she’s
sick of being told it’ll get better.

“That’s the worst thing you could
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McKenzie Long ran the 2nd-fastest 200 meters in the world in 2024 by a woman.
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possibly say to somebody who’s griev-
ing,” Long said. “I would say you can
navigate it better. You can handle it bet-
ter. But it doesn’t get better. There’s al-
ways that pit of grief in the background
of everything you do.”

She has become a vocal, passionate
advocate for therapy, a practice the
Black community hasn’t always em-
braced. About two weeks after Jones
died, Long had a realization: “I didn’t
want to throw my life away.”

Long never considered self-harm but
knew wallowing forever — “I just didn’t
care about anything that was going on”
— wasn’t the answer.

“Ifelt myself getting to that point and
I was like, this isn’t me, I want help,” she
said.

She also wants people to know it’s OK
to ask for that help. Therapy is “a bless-
ing,” and has helped her understand
that grief, and the roller coaster that
comes with it, is normal.

Her therapist was the one who told
her she didn’t have to push Jones out of
the picture just because she wasn’t here
physically. She could, and should, in-
clude her mom in everything — and no
one should feel forced to bury or hide
their grief. Long knows it “is going to be
there no matter what.” Sharing grief
shrinks its power. That way you don’t
drown.

And yet, Long admitted she protects
herself from grief, too. She did not go to
her mother’s memorial service because
“I knew I would be broken.” She’s not
sure she can ever visit Hawaii again. Her
push to extend her season came both
from a desire to achieve dreams and a
fear of what happens when it’s over.

“I know for a fact once the season is
done and I'm able to breathe, I will prob-
ably be in another sunken mood for sev-
eral days,” she said.

Her younger sister Carmen, 22, is still
in that sunken mood. It scares Long.
Weeks ago, she called Long at 4 a.m.,
crying.

“She was just panicking. She was
like, ‘T don’t want to feel this anymore, ”
said Long, fear and desperation in her
own voice. “It made me cry. I couldn’t be
there. That’s my baby sister, and she is
over there in Hawaii by herself. I'm very,
very worried about her.”

She’s tried to encourage Carmen to
talk to her mom, too, to include her in
every activity. Doing that, Long said, is
the only reason she’s in Paris now.

Her voice in a dream

The morning of the U.S. trials, Long
sat in her Eugene hotel room and
sobbed.

“It was a surreal moment,” she re-
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PARIS 24

Complete guide to the Summer Games

Summer Games preview

On newsstands: Our 56-page edition
takes an in-depth look at the athletes,
the scene, the Seine and other key sites
and themes to know heading into the
Paris Games. How did Simone Biles find
her balance after Tokyo? Why is Katie
Ledecky still the best swimmer in the
world? What did sprinters Sha’Carri
Richardson and Noah Lyles learn about
themselves through struggles on the
way to becoming champions? Plus: 10
more key questions for Paris and the
Games; what you can watch each day;
and a trip back 40 years ago at Los An-
geles, the Games that saved the Olym-
pic movement. We also review the his-
tory of each Paris Olympic event (break-
dancing, anyone?), how they work and
look at the top U.S. and international
athletes within them. Plus, five inspiring
players to watch at the Summer Para-
lympics. The issue is also available at
onlinestore.usatoday.com.

called. “I'd never made a final in any-
thing big, anything major like the Olym-
pic trials. It was crazy. I sat on the floor
and just cried. I cried to her. I was just
like, ‘T wish you could see me. It was a
good cry though. It was needed.”

At the Olympics, Long doesn’t just
want her mom there - she wants to
leave a piece of her behind in Paris.
Maybe she’ll hide Jones’ hairbrush
somewhere, or carve her name into a
city pillar. Something small and silly, to
match Jones’ personality. She wants ev-
eryone to know: McKenzie Long and Ta-
ra Jones were both here. They accom-
plished their dream together.

Long sees “angel numbers” — repeti-
tive digits — everywhere. At the SEC
Outdoor Championships, where she
won the 100 and finished second in the
200, she stayed in hotel room 444. It
was her mom, nudging her.

She dreams about her, too.

“When I do, it’s really, really vivid,”
Long said. “The most recent dream I had
was right before trials, and she was talk-
ing to me, but her physical body was
dead. She was dead, but her mouth was
open and she was talking. You would
think that’s not possible, how is this
even happening? But it didn’t scare me.
I woke up and was confused. What does
this mean? What are you trying to tell
me?”

She told her therapist about
dream.

“She was talking to me, but
wasn’t physically alive,” Long said.

Say it again, her therapist said.

“She was talking to me, but
wasn't alive.”

Say it again.

“She was talking to me, but
wasn’t alive.”

Say it again.

“She was talking to me, but she
wasn’t alive.”

Long smiled. She gets it, and she’s
listening.

the

she

she

she
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Kyle Larson wins
at Indianapolis

Ellen J. Horrow
USA TODAY

Kyle Larson had dreams about cele-
brating at Indianapolis Motor Speedway
in May.

Two months later, Larson kissed the
bricks at Indy after winning NASCAR’s
Brickyard 400 on Sunday in double
overtime under caution.

Larson bested Ryan Blaney on the
second overtime restart and held off Ty-
ler Reddick after taking the white flag
before Cup Series officials threw a yel-
low flag for a Ryan Preece crash. Larson
didn’t have to battle Reddick to the
checkered flag and could instead coast
across the yard of bricks for his first win
at the iconic speedway.

“This is just such a prestigious place
and such hallowed ground,” Larson said
in a post-race interview with NBC
Sports. “Pretty neat just to get an oppor-
tunity to race on the oval again. What a
job by our team, who never gave up at
all”

Two months ago, the 2021 NASCAR
Cup Series champion strapped into an
Indy car for the Indianapolis 500, seek-
ing to become the first driver to win the
motor sports double of the Indy 500 and
NASCAR’s Coca-Cola 600 on the same
day. But a pit-road speeding penalty
spoiled his Indy 500 bid as he finished
18th, and Mother Nature thwarted his
plans at the Coca-Cola 600 when rain
fell at both Indianapolis and Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Everything went right for Larson in
the final stage of Sunday’s Brickyard
400, however, as his No. 5 Hendrick Mo-
torsports team played the right fuel

Kyle Larson celebrates his NASCAR
Brickyard 400 win by kissing the Yard
of Bricks with wife Katelyn Sweet.
BRETT PHELPS/INDYSTAR

strategy and gave him a car that could
rocket through the field — even as some
contenders crashed out of the race and
others ran out of gas.

“What a job by our team; they never
gave up at all,” Larson said. “Today
definitely felt meant to be for us. I just
can’t believeit. It’s surreal to win here.”

But even as Larson and Hendrick
Motorsports digs in to celebrate this
momentous win — his series’ leading
fourth of the season and the 27th of his
Cup Series career — he’s already think-
ing about next year and another at-
tempt at the double.

“How about we come back next May
and try and kiss these bricks in an Indy
car,” Larson shouted to the fans before
detailing his plans, when asked if he
was definitely running the double
again. “I'd love to, I'd love to. We're
working on it. So, I hope we can an-
nounce something soon and see you
all next May.”

Herta, Kirkwood go 1-2
for Andretti in Toronto

Nathan Brown
The Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

Six consecutive times — dating to
the start of the 2022 NTT IndyCar Se-
ries campaign — Colton Herta and the
No. 26 Andretti Global program started
on the pole and failed to win.

Those half-dozen races have ended
a variety of ways, from a DNF (did not
finish) at Long Beach to a runner-up
finish at Toronto, with combinations
of bad luck, strategy miscues and pit
lane mistakes in between.

Sunday, the 24-year-old driver en-
sured there wouldn’t be a seventh.

After leading nearly all 85 laps dur-
ing IndyCar’s annual stop on the
streets of Toronto, Herta and company
executed two almost flawless pit
stops, hit on the proper strategy and
held off a teammate and a six-time se-
ries champ during a late-race caution
and an even later red flag to capture his
first win in 41 starts.

“We’ve been knocking on the door
for a win for so long. 41 starts without a
winis along time. Michael (Andretti) is
an owner that demands perfection and
results, and we’re people who work for
the team that demand it, too, and I'm
so happy,” Herta said. “I wish we didn’t
have this long of a break. I want to go
get right back in for another one.”

With fewer than 15 laps to go, Pato
O’'Ward, sitting sixth, lost the rear of
his No. 5 Chevy coming through the
turn 1 right-hander and slid into the
outside wall. A few spots back, Andret-
ti Global’s Marcus Ericsson couldn’t
avoid O’'Ward’s car in the braking zone
and skidded into the side of O’Ward.

From there, O'Ward’s car would es-
sentially turn into aramp, as Pietro Fit-
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Pole-sitter Colton Herta won in
Toronto, his eighth career IndyCar
Series victory. PROVIDED BY INDYCAR SERIES

tipaldi and Santino Ferrucci ran over the
nose of the No. 5 and went airborne.

The red flag lasted just under 20 min-
utes, with 13 cars left on the lead lap and
16 running when the cars fired back up
and peeled off pit lane, followed shortly
by a race restart with nine laps to go.

The 16 cars still running took the
green flag with nine laps to go, and be-
fore they could turn a single lap, Will
Power lunged on his Team Penske team-
mate Scott McLaughlin, both of them
solidly in the hunt for the championship
entering Sunday, to try and snag fourth
place away for the closing stretch.

As chaos happened behind them,
teammates Herta and second-place
Kyle Kirkwood didn’t put a wheel wrong
all day, with Kirkwood admitting post-
race that he was extra cautious on the
early- and late-race restarts to give his
Andretti Global teammate out front an
extra cushion to ensure they both could
make it through the packed-up mo-
ments unscathed and live to fight it out
on the track.

Nick Dunlap, just 20, wins second title on PGA Tour

Todd Kelly
Golfweek | USA TODAY NETWORK

Nick Dunlap has won again on the
PGA Tour, but this time he gets to cash
the winner’s check.

Dunlap scored 19 points in Sunday’s
final round of the Barracuda Champion-
ship, the fifth and final opposite-field
event on the PGA Tour’s 2024 schedule
and also the lone event that uses the
Modified Stableford scoring system.

Dunlap’s day matched the highest

single-day scoring mark
of the week at the Old
Greenwood course at Ta-
hoe Mountain Club. His
Sunday scorecard fea-
tured seven Dbirdies
(worth two points) and
an eagle (worth five) and
would have added up to a 62 it it were a
stroke-play event. His eagle came cour-
tesy of a 55-foot bomb on the par-515th.

Dunlap vaulted up the leaderboard to
finish with 49 points. He then had to

Dunlap

play the waiting game to see if third-
round leader Mac Meissner or anyone
else could catch up. But no one could
and Dunlap, who doesn’t turn 21 until
Dec. 23, collected a second piece of
hardware this year.

Dunlap won the American Express in
January to become the first amateur
since Phil Mickelson in 1991 to win on
the PGA Tour Dunlap’s amateur status,
though, kept him from collecting the top
prize of $1.512 million. He turned pro
shortly after that and now has a second

tour win on his resume.

He’s the first golfer in PGA Tour histo-
ry win as both an amateur and a pro in
the same season.

His win this time around is good for
$720,000.

Maybe more important, Dunlap, who
was No. 95 on the FedExCup points list
heading into the Barracuda, has shot up
to 63rd. If it holds, it would put him into
the FedExCup Playoffs in his rookie sea-
son. The top 70 make the field at the
FedEx St. Jude Championship.

Chanettee Wannasaen prevails at Dana Open for

Beth Ann Nichols
Golfweek | USA TODAY NETWORK

Chanettee =~ Wannasaen’s second
LPGA victory felt miles different from
her first, when she became the third
Monday qualifier in tour history to win
at last year’s Portland Classic.

This time the 20-year-old came into
the final round of the Dana Open with
some history as she held the 54-hole
lead for the first time in her pro career.

The Thai player was up by as many as
five strokes midway through the round
Sunday but watched that advantage
dwindle to one as last year’s Louise

Suggs Rookie of the Year, Haeran Ryu,
shot up the board.

Xiyu “Janet” Lin was the only top-20
player in the world in Sylvania, Ohio, for
the 40th anniversary of the Dana Open.
Lin, who is still looking for her first
LPGA title, tied for fifth.

“Right now, I feel like I can’t explain
anything,” Wannasaen told Golf Chan-
nel’s Amy Rogers when it was over. “I
just feel so proud of myself.”

Wannasaen held on to win by one
stroke with birdies on the last two holes,
draining an18-footer to clinch the title at
20 under. She becomes the third Thai
player to win this season, joining Patty

MARKETPLACE TODAY

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070 www.russelljohns.com/usat

Tavatankit and Atthaya
Thitikul. At 20 years,
3 months, 5 days, Wan-
nasaen is the youngest
player to win this season.

“Last day I cannot like
calm down because my
heart is like boom, boom,
boom, boom,” she said. “Every hole.”

When the final group made its way to
the 18th tee, a total of four groups were
on the final hole at Highland Meadows.
Wannasaen and Ryu took a rest on a
nearby bench as players ahead attacked
the closing par 5. They waited 24 min-
utes before teeing off.

Wannasaen

2nd LPGA win

Wannasaen’s last tee shot found the
bunker, and though she led by one
stroke, she still pulled out a fairway
metal from 217 yards and opted for the
aggressive play. She got away with the
questionable approach, avoiding any
real danger with her second shot and
getting up and down from short left of
the green to squeak out the win.

In the aftermath, Wannasaen was al-
ready looking ahead.

“Right now, I'm feel like I'm going
looking for third trophy,” she said.
“Yeah, I think it’s coming.”

It’s worth noting that the tour returns
to Portland, Oregon, in two weeks.
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Georgia, o free and independent nation=state,
Cherokee Territory Settlement notice.
Full document can be found at link from
https://www.gadejureassembly.com/gallery/cherokeeterritorynotice.pdf

Notice to Agents is notice to Principals.
Notice to Principals is notice to Agents.

The content of this notice is not the opinion or claims of
this News Paper publication, its employees or management.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Utility,
Transport, Golf, and Recreation Vehicles with Related

Accessories, Equipment, and Services to result in a
contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,
nonprofit, tribal government, and other public
agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than September 10, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Vendor
Managed Inventory and Logistics Management Solutions
for Fleets and Facilities to result in a contracting
solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,
nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal https:/proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.
Proposals are due no later than September 6, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
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FOR THE RECORD

All times ET
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

Baltimore 60 39 606 -
NY. Yankees 59 42 584 2
Boston 53 45 541 6%
Tampa Bay 50 49 505 10
Toronto 45 54 455 15
Central Division
w Pct GB
Cleveland 59 39 602 -
Minnesota 54 44 551 5
Kansas City 55 45 550 5
Detroit 49 51 490 n
Chicago 27 74 267 33%
West Division
L Pct GB
Houston 52 47 525 -
Seattle 53 48 525 -
Texas 47 52 AT5 5
L.A. Angels 42 57 424 10
Oakland 39 62 386 14

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division
W L Pt GB

Philadelphia 63 36 .636 -
Atlanta 54 44 551 8%
NY. Mets 50 48 510 12%
Washington 47 53 470 16%
Miami 35 64 354 28
Central Division

w Pct GB
Milwaukee 57 42 576 -
St. Louis 52 47 525 5
Pittsburgh 50 49 505 7
Chicago 48 53 475 10
Cincinnati 47 53 470 10%

West Division

L.A. Dodgers 59 41 590 -
Arizona 51 49 510 8
San Diego 52 50 510 8
San Francisco 48 52 480 M
Colorado 36 64 360 23

Sunday’s Games
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7
St. Louis 6, Atlanta 2
Washington 5, Cincinnati 2
Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Yankees 4
Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 0
Toronto 5, Detroit 4

San Diego 2, Cleveland 1
Miami 4, N.Y. Mets 2

Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 1
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona 1
Texas 3, Baltimore 2

San Francisco 3, Colorado 2
L.A. Angels 8, Oakland 5
Seattle 6, Houston 4

L.A. Dodgers 9, Boston 6

Monday’s Games
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees
Detroit at Cleveland

N.Y. Mets at Miami

St. Louis at Pittsburgh
Cincinnati at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Minnesota
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox at Texas
Arizona at Kansas City
Boston at Colorado
Houston at Oakland

L.A. Angels at Seattle

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers

Tuesday’s Games

Detroit at Cleveland, 6:40 p.m.
Baltimore at Miami, 6:40 p.m.

St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 6:40 p.m.
San Diego at Washington, 6:45 p.m.
NY. Mets at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 7:40 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago, 8:05 p.m.
Chicago at Texas, 8:05 p.m.

Arizona at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
Boston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.

L.A. Angels at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 12:20 p.m.

St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 12:35 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 1:10 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Boston at Colorado, 3:10 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 3:37 p.m.

Chicago White Sox at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Arizona at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pts

T GF GA
Inter Miami CF 16 4 5 53 56 39
Cincinnati 15 7 3 48 44 33
Columbus 12 4 7 43 47 22
NY Red Bulls 0 4 1 4 42 3N
NY City FC 11 9 5 38 36 30
Charlotte FC 10 8 7 37 30 27
Orlando City 9 9 7 34 39 38
Toronto FC 9 14 3 30 34 47
Atlanta 7 1M 7 28 35 36
Philadelphia 6 10 9 27 45 42
CF Montreal 6 10 9 27 34 49
Nashville 6 1 8 26 26 39
D.C. United 6 11 8 26 35 50
Chicago 6 12 7 25 30 42
New England 7 14 2 23 23 47

WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pts

T GF GA
LA Galaxy 14 7 49 50 36
Los Angeles FC 14 5 5 47 48 30
Real Salt Lake 12 5 8 44 51 34
Colorado 12 9 5 41 50 43
Vancouver 11 8 5 38 43 35
Houston 10 7 7 37 35 30
Seattle 0 8 7 37 34 29
Portland 10 9 6 36 50 42
Minnesota 9 10 6 33 40 41
Austin FC 8 10 7 31 28 37
FC Dallas 8 1 6 30 38 39
Sporting KC 6 14 6 24 41 52
Saint Louis 4 10 1 23 32 46
San Jose 4 19 2 14 31 61

Note: Three points for win, one point for tie.
Wednesday’s Game

MLS All-Stars vs. Liga MX All-Stars at Colum-
bus, 8 p.m.

GOLF

PGA Tour

The Open Championship
Sunday

Troon, Scotland

Royal Troon Golf Club
Purse: $17 million
Yardage: 7,385; Par: 71
Final Round
Xander Schauffele
Billy Horschel
Justin Rose ..
Thriston Lawrenci
Russell Henley
Shane Lowry
Sungjae Im

69-72-69-65-275 (-9)
2-68-69-68-277 (-7)

Jon Rahm.... 73-70-72-68-283 (-1)
Scottie Scheffler 70-70-71-72-283 (-1)
Daniel Brown... .65-72-73-74-284 (0)
Matthew Jordan . 71-71-71-71-284 (0)
Adam Scott...... .70-77-66-71-284 (0)
Byeong Hun An 75-71-68-71-285 (+1)
Jason Day . 3-68-76-68—285 (+1)
Alex Noren 69-75-71-70-285 (+1)
John Catlin 6-70-69-71-286 (+2)

Mackenzie Hughes.
Collin Morikawa..
Dean Burmester .
Daniel Hillier....

9-74-75-68-286 (+2)
73-70-72-71-286 (+2)

Ewen Ferguson...

Padraig Harrington
Sepp Straka.
Laurie Cante

72-73-71-72-288 (+4)
70-74-73-71-288 (+4)

Patrick Cantlay 3-68-75-73-289 (+5)
Corey Conners 1-70-80-68-289 (+5)
Joe Dean.. 69-77-71-72-289 (+5)
Ryan Fox... 3-73-76-67-289 (+5)

Jordan Spiet!
Sam Burns
Eric Cole...
Dustin Johnson
Min-Kyu Kim
Chris Kirk..

71-74-74-70-289 (+5)
76-69-65-80-290 (+6)
2-73-72-73-290 (+6)
4-69-72-75-290 (+6)
73-71-72-74-290 (+6)
0-76-69-75-290 (+6)

Matteo Manassero. 3-73-70-74-290 (+6)
Guido Migliozzi 73-75-71-71-290 (+6)
Justin Thomas
Brendon Todd.

Cameron Young
Kurt Kitayama .
Matt Wallace.
Jorge Campil
Emiliano Grillo.
Max Homa

..70-78-73-72-293 (+9)
72-75-72-74-293 (+9)
75-71-74-73-293 (+9)
73-72-73-75-293 (+9)
72-72-77-72-293 (+9)

Matt Fitzpatrick ..
Robert MacIntyre
Richard Mansell .
Adrian Meronk
Matthieu Pavo
Gary Woodland
Abraham Ancer ..
Joaquin Niemann
Brian Harman......
Rasmus Hojgaard
Phil Mickelson ....
Tommy Morrison
Jacob Skov Olesen.
Jeunghun Wang.
Austin Eckroat
Nicolai Hojgaard.
Hideki Matsuyama.

37277295 (+11)
-74-75-295 (+11)
-72-76-295 (+11)
-74-73-295 (+11)
-72-76-295 (+11)
-77-74-295 (+11)
-72-78-296 (+12)
-75-77-296 (+12)
-75-74-296 (+12)
-77-

1-

Tom McKibbin .... 74-296 (+12)
Davis Thompson 4 -71-78-296 (+12)
Rickie Fowler 9-69-74-75-297 (+13)
Tom Hoge ... .74-70-74-80-298 (+14)
Marcel Siem. 73-71-77-77-298 (+14)

Young-han Song..
Alex Cejka ...
Darren Clark
Aaron Rai..

-76-77-74-298 (+14)
73-74-72-80-299 (+15)

3-74-75-77-299 (+15)
.73-75-78-76-302 (+18)
5-72-79-77-303 (+19)
.77-71-80-78-306 (+22)
LPGA Tour Dana Open 2024
Sunday

Sylvania, Ohio

Highland Meadows Golf Club
Purse: $1.75 million

Yardage: 6,666; Par: 71

Final Round

C. Wannasaen..

Hae-Ran Ryu...
Ssu-Chia Chen:

Darren Fichardt..

66-65-66-67-264 (-20)
67-68-65-65-265 (-19)
169-67-66-68-270 (-14)
67-65-70-68-270 (-14)
65-67-70-70-272 (-12)

Mary Liu

Dottie Ardin, 71 69-68-66-274 (-10)
Celine Borge 1-67-67-69-274 (-10)
Hye-Jin Choi 4-71-69-70-274 (-10)
Sarah Kemp . 8-67-69-70—274 (-10)
Stacy Lewis .

J. Suwannapura..
Pajaree Anannaru
Jiwon Jeon

Mao Saigo....
Yuri Yoshida.
Marina Alex .

Paula Reto ...
Kiira Riihijarv
Sarah Schmelzel.
Alena Sharp.
Maja Stark ...
Lexi Thompson
N. Vongtaveelap.

72-69-69-67-277 (-7)
66-72-72-67—-277 (-7)
69-70-66-278 (-6)
71-67-70-70-278 (-6)
4-67-69-68-278 (-6)

Xiaowen Yin
Arpichaya Yubol .
Aditi Ashok.....
Kristen Gillman
Jin Hee Im
Grace Kim..
Kaitlin Milligan
Brittany Lang ..
Jeongeun Lee6
Wichanee Meechai
Malia Nam ...
Annie Park ...
Weiwei Zhang .
Daniela Darquea.
Lindy Duncan
Gurleen Kaur

70-70-71-69-280 (-4)
71-70-73-67-281 (-3)
169-71-71-70-281 (-3)

Olivia Cowan... 70-69-71-72-282 (-2)
Esther Henseleit 2)
Haeji Kang ...... 2)
Maude-Aimee Leblanc .72- 70 69 71— 282( 2)
Morgane Metrau: (-2)
Jing Yan.............. (-2)
Jaravee Boonchant (-1)
Carlota Ciganda...... (-1
Alexandra Forsterling.... 1)
Soo Bin Joo .... 73-69-68-73-283 (-1)
Cheyenne Knight. .69-70-71-73-283 (-1)
Gaby Lopez..... 73-65-70-75-283 (-1)

Stephanie Meadow.
Hinako Shibuno
Becca Huffer

Gina Kim .. 1-69-71-73-284 (0)
Kaitlyn Papp 1-69-67-77-284 (0)
Matilda Castre 71-68-75-71-285 (+1)
Lauren Hartlag 71-69-72-73-285 (+1)
Yu-Sang Hou... 0-70-69-76—285 (+1)

Agathe Laisne .

73-69-72-73-287 (+3)
71-70-73-73-287 (+3)

Erica Shepherd
Laura Wearn

Sandra Gal 72-69-72-75-288 (+4)
Christina Ki 69-73-74-73-289 (+5)
Ruixin Liu.... 69-70-76-74-289 (+5)
Sophia Popo 70-72-75-72-289 (+5)

Rachel Rohanna. ...72-69-76-76—293 (+9)

DEALS

BASEBALL

Major League Baseball

ATLANTA BRAVES — LF Whit Merrifield Signed
as Free Agent one-year contract. Nacho Alva-
rez Jr. Purchased From Minors. 2B Ozzie Al-
bies Placed on 10-Day IL Fractured left wrist.
FOOTBALL

National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — T Amarius Mims
signed/draft choice Four-year contract (fifth-
year option).

HOUSTON TEXANS — WR Jared Wayne cut. RB
Cam Akers signed/unrestricted free agent
from Minnesota.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — D Santeri Hatakka Re-
Signed One-year, two-way contract.

UTAH HOCKEY CLUB — C Cole Beaudoin
Signed Three-year, entry-level contract.

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Cup Series Brickyard
400 Presented by PPG
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Sunday

1. (5) Kyle Larson, Hendrick Motorsports, 167,
49 points.

2. (1) Tyler Reddick, 23XI Racing, 167, 46.

3. (7) Ryan Blaney, Team Penske, 167, 49.

4. (18) Christopher Bell, Joe GIbbS Racing, 167,
35,

5. (17) Bubba Wallace, 23XI Racing, 167, 42.
6. (24) Todd Gilliland, Front Row Motorsports,
167, 31.

7. (38) Austin Cindric, Team Penske, 167, 30.
8. (25) Daniel Suérez, Trackhouse Racing, 167,
2

(21) Noah Gragson, Stewart-Haas Racing,
167 29.
10. (3) Chase Elliott, Hendrick Motorsports,
67, 36.

11.(9) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, JTG Daugherty Rac-
ing, 167, 32.
12. (30) Carson Hocevar, Spire Motorsports,

7, 25.
13. (11) Austin Dillon, Richard Childress Rac-
ing, 167, 24.

14. (19) Corey LaJoie, Spire Motorsports, 167,
23,

15. (28) Ross Chastain, Trackhouse Racing,
167, 22.

16. (8) Michael McDowell, Front Row Motor-
sports, 167, 26.

17. (27) Zane Smith, Spire Motorsports, 167,
20

18: (36) Cody Ware, Rick Ware Racing, 167, 19.
19. (22) Ty Dillon, Richard Childress Racing,

167,
20. (35) Justin Haley, Rick Ware Racing, 167,
s

21. (26) Brad Keselowski, RFK Racing, 167, 16.
22. (23) Chris Buescher, RFK Racing, 167, 15.
23. (6) Ty Gibbs, Joe Gibbs Racing, 167, 17.
24. (20) Chase Briscoe, Stewart-Haas Racing,
167, 14.

25. (34) Kyle Busch, Richard Childress Racing,
166, 1

26. (31) Ryan Preece, Stewart-Haas Racing,
165, Accident 11.

27. (14) Martin Truex Jr, Joe Gibbs Racing, 165,
13.

28. (29) Erik Jones, Legacy Motor Club, 165, 9.
29. (10) John H. Nemechek Legacy Motor
Club, 161, Accident 14.

30. (32) Daniel Hemric, Kaulig Racing, 161, Ac-
cident 7.

31. (13) Alex Bowman, Hendrick Motorsports,
161, Accident 10.

32. (2) Denny Hamlin, Joe Gibbs Racing, 161,
Accident 23.

33. (33) Jimmie Johnson, Legacy Motor Club,
110, Accident 4.

34, (12)Joey Logano, Team Penske, 109, Acci-

den

35. (37) Josh Berry, Stewart-Haas Racing, 104,
Accident 2.

36. (16) Harrison Burton, Wood Brothers Rac-
ing, 74, Accident 1.

NASCAR Cup Series

Schedule and winners

Feb. 19 — Daytona 500 (William Byron)

Feb). 25 — Ambetter Health 400 (Daniel Sua-
rez,

March 3 - Pennzoil 400 presented by Jiffy
Lube (Kyle Larson)

March 10 — Shriners Children’s 500 (Christo-
pher Bell)

March 17 — Food City 500 (Denny Hamlin)
March 24 — EchoPark Automotive Grand Prix
(William Byron)

March 31— Toyota Owners 400 (Denny Ham-
lin)

April 7 — Cook Out 400 (William Byron)

April 14 — Autotrader EchoPark Automotive
400 (Chase Elliott)

April 21 — GEICO 500 (Tyler Reddick)

April 28 — Wiirth 400 (Denny Hamlin)

May 5 — AdventHealth 400 (Kyle Larson)
May 12 - Goodyear 400 (Brad Keselowski)
May 26 — Coca-Cola 600 (Christopher Bell)
June 2 — Enjoy Illinois 300 (Austin Cindric)
June 9 — Toyota Save Mart 350 (Kyle Larson)
June 16 — lowa Corn 350, Powered by Ethanol
(Ryan Blaney)

June 23 — USA TODAY 301 (Christopher Bell)
June 30 - Ally 400 (Joey Logano)

July 7 — Grant Park 165 (Alex Bowman)

July 14 — The Great American Getaway 400
Presented by VisitPA.comRace at Pocono
(Ryan Blaney)

July 21 - Brickyard 400 (Kyle Larson)

NASCAR Cup Series Leaders
Kyle Larson, 4 wins, 749 points.
Denny Hamlin, 3, 706.
William Byron, 3, 654.
Christopher Bell, 3, 651.
Ryan Blaney, 2, 676.
Chase Elliott, 1, 739.

Tyler Reddick, 1, 734.
Brad Keselowski, 1, 615.
Alex Bowman, 1, 606.
Joey Logano, 1, 525.
Daniel Suarez, 1, 460.
Austin Cindric, 1, 438.
Martin Truex Jr., 0, 653.
Ty Gibbs, 0, 587.

Chris Buescher, 0, 562.
Ross Chastain, 0, 552.
Bubba Wallace, 0, 545.
Chase Briscoe, 0, 469.
Kyle Busch, 0, 440.

Todd Gilliland, 0, 434.
Michael McDowell, 0, 404.
Josh Berry, 0, 388.

Noah Gragson, 0, 383.
Carson Hocevar, 0, 383.
Ricky Stenhouse Jr., 0, 375.
Ryan Preece, 0, 329.

Erik Jones, 0, 329.

Corey LaJoie, 0, 324.
Justin Haley, 0, 319.
Daniel Hemric, 0, 316.
John H. Nemechek, 0, 307.
Austin Dillon, 0, 294.
Zane Smith, 0, 248.
Harrison Burton, 0, 238.
Kaz Grala, 0, 166.

Cody Ware, 0, 47.

Joey Hand, 0, 43.

Jimmie Johnson, 0, 39.
Derek Kraus, 0, 32.

David Ragan, 0, 17.

Kamui Kobayashi, 0, 8.
Will Brown, 0, 6.

Cam Waters, 0, 2.

IndyCar Series

Schedule and winners

March 10 - Firestone Grand Prix Of St. Peters-
burg (Patricio O'Ward)

April 21 — Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach
(Scott Dixon)

April 28 — Children’s of Alabama Indy Grand
Prix (Scott McLaughlin)

May 11 - Sonsio Grand Prix (Alex Palou)

May 26 — The Indianapolis 500 (Josef New-
garden)

June 2 — Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix (Scott
Dixon)

June 9 — XPEL Grand Prix at Road America
(Will Power)

June 23 - Firestone Grand Prix of Monterey
(Alex Palou)

July 7 - Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio (Patricio
O'Ward)

July 14 — Hy-Vee Homefront 250 (Scott
McLaughlin)

July 14 - Hy-Vee One Step 250 (Will Power)
July 21 - Ontario Honda Dealers Indy Toronto
(Colton Herta)

Aug. 17 — Bommarito Automotive Group 500,
Madison, Ill.
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BETMGM

New BetMGM customers can sign
up today and get a First Bet Offer
up to $1,500 using bonus code
USAT. Just download the BetMGM
app, deposit at least $10 and
place your first wager on any
game. If your first bet loses, you
will receive bonus bets in the
amount of your bet (up to
$1,500). Just make sure you use
bonus code USAT when you sign
up. Bet now!

ODDS SPONSORED
BY BETMGM.COM

Gannett may earn revenue from sports
betting operators for audience refer-
rals to betting services. Sports betting
operators have no influence over nor
are any such revenues in any way de-
pendent on or linked to the newsrooms
or news coverage. Terms apply, see op-
erator site for Terms and Conditions.
Gambling problem? Call 1-800-GAM-
BLER CO, DC, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS,
NJ, OH, PA, TN, VA, WV, WY. Call 877-8-
HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369) (NY)
Call 1-800-327-5050 (MA). 21+ to wa-
ger. Please Gamble Responsibly. Call 1-
800-NEXT-STEP (AZ), 1-800-522-4700
(NV), 1-800-BETS-OFF (IA), 1-800-270-
7117 for confidential help (MI), 1-800-
981-0023 (PR). In partnership with Kan-
sas Crossing Casino and Hotel. Visit Be-
tMGM.com for Terms & Conditions. US
promotional offers not available in DC,
Nevada, New York or Ontario.

TENNIS

WTA Tour Livesport

Prague Open 2024

Prague, Czech republic

Purse: $267,082

Surface: Clay

Singles - Round 1

Linda Noskova (1), Czech Republic def. Katari-
na Zavatska, Ukraine 6-3, 6-2; Dominika Sal-
kova, Czech Republic def. Zeynep Sonmez,
Turkiye 6-4, 6-0; Kathinka Von Deichmann,
Liechtenstein def. Anna Karolina Schmiedlova
(8), Slovakia 6-4, 6-4; Laura Samson, Czech
Republic def. Tara Wurth, Croatia 6-0, 6-2; Ena
Shibahara, Japan def. Tamara Korpatsch, Ger-
many 7-6 (5), 3-6, 7-5; Katerina Siniakova (2),
Czech Republic def. Louisa Chirico, United
States 7-5, 4-6, 6-3; Jana Fett, Croatia def. Ali-
son Van Uytvanck, Belgium 6-2, 6-2; Magda
Linette (4), Poland def. Mona Barthel, Germa-
ny 7-6 (4), 6-4; Oksana Selekhmeteva, Russia
def. Barbora Palicova, Czech Republic 7-5, 6-3.

WTA Tour UniCredit lasi Open
lasi, Romania

Purse: $267,082

Surface: Clay

Singles - Round 1

Varvara Lepchenko, United States def. Mar-
tina Trevisan (6), Italy 5-7, 6-4, 6-3; Lea Bos-
kovic, Croatia def. Maria Timofeeva, Russia
7-5, 6-1; Anna Bondar (8), Hungary def. Marie
Benoit, Belgium 6-3, 6-1; Selena Janicijevic,
France def. Gergana Topalova, Bulgaria 6-1,
6-2; Anca Todoni, Romania def. Aliona Falei,
Belarus 5-0, -; Simona Waltert, Switzerland

L Si Woo Kim 76-71-71-74-292 (+8 207270 37. (15) AJ Allmendinger, Kaulig Racing, 74, 2 N def. Ekaterina Makarova, Russia 6-2, 6-2; Pe-
suselin g | TR R | Ll
g:lttz?r:::?; g'lc%ieal;rlr?id’ezgo pr.nm. Thorbjarn Olesen 72-73-76-71-292 (+8) ngl Z;gze"y - 73-69-T1-72-285 (+1) 38. (4) William Byron, Hendrick Motorsports, Ragé Tand 2 Milywaukee Mile Spain 6-4, 6-4; Chloe Paquet, France def. Ma-
San Diego at Washiyng'tonpb:ﬂ;s pm. Calum Scott. 71-75-70-76-292 (+8) | Caroline Mas 73-69-71-73-286 (+2) ;g ’(A;g)'d;n’fﬂai_ s N 15, Engi Sept. 14 — Big Machine Music City Grand Prix, Ra Lourdes %arl; @, Aég?'ln_tlna 6;" 6-2; E'"a
NY. Mets at NY. Yankees, 7:05 p.m. Sean Crocker 2:74-69-78-293 (+9) | Allie White.. 67-71-74-T4-286 (+2) | o cheod, Power source, 15, Engine || ebanon vanesyan (5), Russia def. Leyre Romero Gor-
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 7-07 p.m. Harris English.. ..76-T1-72-74-293 (+9) Auston Kim.. 71-71-72-73-287 (+3) g maz, Spain 6-1, 6-2.
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Saban believes
Texas is SEC-ready
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Texas isn’t quietly slipping into the
SEC through the side door and observ-
ing the room before opening its mouth.
Of course not. If everything is bigger in
Texas, that includes the mouths.

Texas entered the nation’s fiercest,
richest, deepest and most boastful con-
ference like a steer in a china shop.

“We’re not just coming to compete.
We're coming to win,” Texas school
president Jay Hartzell said on the eve of
the Longhorns’ entrance into the SEC.

You thought the SEC had some kind
of ego? You haven’t seen the SEC with
Texas yet.

“We believe the SEC is where we be-
long,” Texas board of regents chairman
Kevin Eltife said recently.

I believe he’s right.

The SEC enjoys football, money and
stroking its ego. So does Texas.

These birds of a feather are finally
flocking together.

Some have suggested the SEC will
rein in Texas’ ego. I disagree. The SEC
will give Texas’ ego room to breathe.
Think Dennis Rodman with the 1990s
Bulls. Never did Rodman’s ego find a
more accommodating home.

SEC sure seems giddy to have
Texas Longhorns

The SEC bent over backward to wel-
come the Longhorns. Not even the
queen receives a reception like this.

On July 1, the SEC’s league office
tweeted an official welcome to Texas be-
fore posting a welcome to Oklahoma.
The SEC Network posted up in Austin
for a live broadcast before broadcasting
from Norman the next day.

Can you tell who’s playing second
fiddle?

The SEC also chose Dallas as host for
the conference’s media days, marking
the first time the event has ever been
hosted west of Birmingham, Alabama.

As excited as the SEC is to have added
blue-blooded Oklahoma, I sense that
it’s especially thrilled to have nabbed
Texas. Why? Well, Texas oozes revenue.
It's one of college athletics’ richest
brands.

But, also, maybe the SEC realizes

Texas
Longhorns
head
coach
Steve
Sarkisian
talks with
Alabama
Crimson
Tide head
coach Nick
Saban in
2022.
SCOTT
WACHTER/
USA TODAY

Texas is poised to become one of the
biggest, baddest, boldest programs in
this big, bad, bold conference.

Nick Saban endorses
Texas football

Even the GOAT respects the Horns.

Nick Saban used to command the
Wednesday spotlight during media
days. Now, Saban occupies the SEC
Network set, and he praised the Long-
horns prior to their turn on stage last
Wednesday.

Saban, the seven-time national
champion coach, picked Georgia and
Texas to meet in Atlanta for the SEC
championship game.

Saban saw firsthand the strength of
Steve Sarkisian’s program last season,
when the Longhorns whipped Ala-
bama inside Bryant-Denny Stadium
en route to a 12-win season.

Saban questioned how the interior
of Texas’ defense will hold up after it
lost some important pieces from a unit
that ranked 15th nationally for scoring
defense last year. Otherwise, Saban
approves of Sarkisian’s roster.

“I really like Texas,” Saban said.

Apparently, Alabama retained Sa-
ban on the payroll to feed Texas rat
poison.

And what of Texas’ influence off the
field? Texas wielded the biggest stick
at the Big 12’s decision-making table.
Saban suggested that stick won’t carry
as much thwack inside the SEC’s
board room.

“They’re not going to run the SEC,”
he said. “There’s a whole lot of arro-
gant people in a lot of places in the
SEC, so they can forget all about that.”

Hmm, we’ll see about that. I expect
Texas’ clout will remain mighty.

As for Texas’ football team, Saban
thinks they’ll get on fine in their new
digs.

“They’ll be a good team and a great
program,” Saban said, “and Sark will
do a great job.”

And Texas will become the SEC’s
best addition ever.

Texas played a role in the South-
west Conference’s demise. Its over-
bearing grip on the Big 12 contributed
to that conference’s years-long dis-
trust and dysfunction.

In the SEC, though, Texas’ bravado
won't be out of place. The Longhorns
found a conference that will embrace
their ample ego.

Colorado head football coach Deion Sanders received a discretionary bonus of
$250,000 late last year. CANDICE WARD/USA TODAY SPORTS

CU gave Sanders
publicity bonus

Brent Schrotenboer
USA TODAY

The University of Colorado gave an
unusual discretionary bonus of
$250,000 to football coach Deion
Sanders late last year for the national
recognition the university received
during Sanders’ first year on the job,
according to records obtained by USA
TODAY Sports.

The bonus hasn’t been made public
until now and was unusual for at least
a couple of reasons:

e It wasn’t part of any specific stip-
ulation or milestone reached in his em-
ployment contract. This made it a gift
of sorts for Sanders, who otherwise
was paid $5.5 million in his first sea-
son at Colorado.

e The bonus came shortly after the
Buffaloes finished the season on a six-
game losing streak and finished 4-8
overall.

“Sanders to earn an Employee Rec-
ognition Bonus for the national recog-
nition he has brought to the University
and Athletics Department this sea-
son,” states the pay form signed by CU
officials in early December.

Not many major college football
coaches, if any, get huge bonuses that
aren’t spelled out in their contracts or
after they lose eight of their final nine
games of the season. But the univer-
sity could make the case that Sanders,
56, deserved it.

Why Deion received this bonus

The employee recognition bonus he
received in this case was due to the na-
tional publicity he brought to the uni-
versity as the flamboyant former two-
sport star in pro football and baseball.

“The employee recognition bonus is
adiscretionary bonus awarded by Ath-
letic Director Rick George for the im-
mense impact Coach Prime has made
on the football program, the Athletic
Department, and the university in his
first season,” the university said in a
statement last week to USA TODAY
Sports.

For example, the university gained

about $343 million in “earned media”
value during Sanders’ first season on the
job from July 31 to Nov. 27, according to
data provided by the university from Ci-
sion, its media monitoring service. By
contrast, it gained only about $87 mil-
lion during the same period in 2022 be-
fore Sanders’ arrival in Boulder, when
the Buffaloes finished 1-11.

That’s not cash revenue but instead
represents the advertising equivalency
value of the media exposure that came
during the football season, when the
Buffs had five of the top 25 most-
watched games in all of college football,
including the College Football Playoff,
according to the university.

Such exposure has residual benefits.
CU Boulder since has reported a record
number of applicants for the fall 2024
semester and a 50.5% increase in Black
applicants.

More context on Coach Prime’s
bonus pay

The bonus pay form was signed Dec. 1
by then-CU Boulder Chancellor Phil
DiStefano, who also authorized it. That
happened to be the day after Sports Il-
lustrated named Sanders as its “Sport-
sperson of the Year,” citing how he revi-
talized the CU football program. The
print edition of the magazine then fea-
tured Sanders, DiStefano, George and
others from CU in a photograph together
on the cover.

The amount of this discretionary bo-
nus still exceeds many other perform-
ance-based incentives in his contract
that he didn’t reach in his first season,
including $150,000 for winning six
games and $200,000 for getting invited
to a New Year’s Six bowl game.

Last season, Sanders ranked fourth
among public school coaches in the
Pac-12 at $5.5 million in guaranteed pay,
behind Oregon’s Dan Lanning, who
ranked first at $6.6 million, according to
the USA TODAY Sports coaches’ pay
database.

The Buffaloes open their second sea-
son under Sanders on Aug. 29 at home
against North Dakota State.

Contributing: Steve Berkowitz

Packers’ Jordan Love won’t practice until new deal

Ryan Wood
Green Bay Press-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Two days before
training camp, Jordan Love informed
the Green Bay Packers he will not partic-
ipate on the field until an agreement is
reached on his contract extension.

Love was a full participant through
the entirety of the offseason program,
taking reps with the starting offense.
The start of training camp is structured
no differently with practices that are not
padded, but Love’s agent informed the
team Saturday night the quarterback
will be sidelined until a deal is struck.

General manager Brian Gutekunst
said he is “optimistic” an extension will
be signed in the next couple of days.

“We’re working really hard to get that
done,” Gutekunst said. “I think it’s really
important for us. At the same time, the
thing that I have confidence in is that we
both want the same thing. We want Jor-
dan here for a long time, give him that
stability for him, and it gives us some
stability for our group as well. These are
big deals. It takes time. They’re not as
easy as some people think.”

Gutekunst said he understood Love’s
decision to hold out until an extension is
reached, though he emphasized the im-
portance for the Packers to have their
quarterback on the field in training
camp.

Love reported to camp last week and
will continue participating in all off-
field portions of training camp.
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VP Kamala Harris praises NCAA champion athletes at WH event

Steve Gardner
USA TODAY

Surrounded by national champion
college athletes, Vice President Kamala
Harris on Monday praised the “grit and
determination” they showed on the way
to reaching their goals.

Speaking at a brief ceremony outside
the White House, Harris noted the pres-

1 ence of seven undefeated
teams, 11 repeat champi-
ons and 20 first-time
winners.

In addition, she sin-
gled out six athletes in
particular who will be
representing the United

States the next few weeks at the 2024

Summer Olympics in Paris.

Harris

“As members of Team USA you are
ambassadors for our nation, and with
pride we will cheer you on,” Harris said.

“And we look forward to congratulat-
ing you when you bring home the gold,”
she added.

In her first public remarks since
President Joe Biden announced on Sun-
day his withdrawal from the 2024 cam-
paign and endorsed Harris to be his suc-

cessor as the Democratic nominee,
the vice president noted that Biden is
“recovering fast” from his bout with
COVID-19.

She also praised the president’s
“honesty, integrity, commitment to his
faith and to his family, his big heart and
his deep love of our country,” coming
less than 24 hours after his stunning an-
nouncement.
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Hall of Famers stir old,

Bob Nightengale
USA TODAY

COOPERSTOWN, NY. - They were a
Tennessee college quarterback, a back-
up catcher who spent 17 years in the mi-
nors, an infielder from the Dominican
Republic sandlots, and a hometown he-
ro from St. Paul, Minnesota.

They came together Sunday after-
noon and delivered stirring, emotional
speeches, mixed in with a healthy dose
of humility and humor at the Baseball
Hall of Fame induction ceremony.

Manager Jim Leyland recalled walk-
ing to a coffee shop in Siesta Key, Flori-
da, with his wife just a few weeks after
being informed he was elected into the
Hall of Fame.

“Katie, can you believe in your wild-
est dreams that I've been elected to the
Hall of Fame?” Leyland said. “Katie re-
plied, Jim, you’re not in my wildest
dreams.”

The estimated crowd of 28,000
roared.

“My contributions to our beautiful
pastime pale in comparison to the joy it
has brought to my life,” Leyland said,
“the heart of a little boy, and the soul of
an old man.”

Third baseman Adrian Beltre, only
the fifth Dominican player to be induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame, proved that
sleep can be overrated, believing there’s
no need to stress out over a speech. He
danced late into the evening Saturday
with his wife and friends, and then ab-
solutely nailed his Hall of Fame speech,
improvising about a quarter of it.

If Beltre has any nervousness, Hall of
Famer David Ortiz alleviated every
ounce of it by stepping off the stage to
grab a cup of coffee, and then rubbing
Beltre’s head as he walked to the podi-
um to speak, knowing how much Beltre
hates anyone touching his scalp.

“That never relaxes me ...” Beltre said.
“Idon’t love it. I don’t like it. But it was a
little cue to go back to the days when I
was playing, and it’s like, ‘OK, get ready
to go out there and do your best with the
speech.

“I'm open to people being able to play

Class of 2024 inductees Jim Leyland, Adrian Beltre, Todd Helton and Joe Mauer

show off their Baseball Hall of Fame plaques. GREGORY FISHER/USA TODAY SPORTS

around with me.”

Beltre took the opportunity to do a lit-
tle playing around himself, seeing for-
mer Seattle Mariners pitching great Fe-
lix Hernandez in the audience and say-
ing, “To that guy who calls himself,
‘King, I loved playing with you, but I
loved hitting against you even more.”

Helton was the starting quarterback
at the University of Tennessee, sand-
wiched between Heath Shuler, who
played five years in the NFL before be-
coming a U.S. congressman, and Peyton
Manning, a Pro Football Hall of Famer.
After following and preceding these two
stars, Helton knew he better go into
baseball.

Still living in Knoxville, Tennessee,
Helton runs occasionally into people in
town who stop and ask him if he’s that
same great former Volunteers quarter-
back.

“Yes,” Helton said, “but I've played a
little baseball since.”

Mauer, the hometown kid who
played his entire 15-year MLB career
with the Minnesota Twins, got teary-
eyed talking about his grandfathers, fig-
uring out that his parents and relatives
watched him play 1,215 times at the old

Metrodome and Target Field.

“It was tough. I mean there were a lot
of emotions there,” Mauer said after the
ceremony. “Back home, a lot of people
know I lost my dad recently and my
grandpa, both grandpas, a couple of
years ago. They were able to watch my
whole career, and I think they were with
me today making sure that I could artic-
ulate the speech that I had.

“I know they were here.”

It seemed like half of the Twin Cities
was there, too, with Twins fans dom-
inating the crowd.

“I wanted to be a Twin from Day 1,”
said Mauer, who joined St. Paul natives
Dave Winfield, Jack Morris and Paul
Molitor in Cooperstown. “And that feel-
ing never waned ... for 18 years.”

Each 2024 inductee spent consider-
able time thanking their former team-
mates, managers and scouts, along with
everyone who helped them along the
way, but Leyland took it a step further.
He singled out Gene Lamont, his long-
time coach and former minor league
roommate from 1966. He spoke about
how special it was for him to be working
alongside Lamont, with the two of them
getting teary-eyed as he spoke.

new memories

“We became best friends,” Leyland
said. “I have so much respect for him as
one of the best baseball men I've ever
been around. I was so proud that he was
there today. And I thought it would be
totally unfair not to talk about him.”

There was plenty of baseball royalty
in the crowd, with players like Gary
Sheffield, Justin Morneau, Andy Van
Slyke, Charles Johnson, Shawn Greene,
Felix Hernandez, Nelson Cruz, Joe Na-
than, Ian Kinsler, Richie Sexson, Elvis
Andrus, Alex Avila, Brian Dozier, Colby
Lewis and Mitch Moreland. Former
managers Clint Hurdle and Ron Garden-
hire were in attendance, as well as cur-
rent and former general managers Dave
Dombrowski, Bill Schmidt, Derek Fal-
vey, Thad Levine, Terry Ryan, Jon Dan-
iels, Al Avila and Bill Smith.

Helton’s former high school team-
mates and 86-year-old coach Bud Bales
were on hand, too, all wearing special
Knoxvlle Central High School team jer-
seys with Helton’s No. 16 on the back.

“I'm so happy and appreciate of those
guys making the trek up here,” Helton
said. “Some of those guys sat in airports
for 16 hours to get here. Or they ditched
the airport, rented three cars, and drove
12 hours to get here.

“That means the world to me.”

The new Hall of Famers all thanked
their legion of fans, but Leyland, who
alsoled Team USA to the World Baseball
Classic title in 2017, ended his speech el-
oquently, letting everyone know what
the fans mean to the game of baseball.

“No matter which Hall of Famers
you’re here to support today,” Leyland,
“or which team you choose to root for,
your presence is always felt.

“On your feet in the ninth, with the
home team clinging onto a one-run lead.

“Turning on your television for the
first game of the World Series and see-
ing 50,000 fans waving towels, hoping
and praying that this may be their year.

“Or a little boy or girl getting their first
autograph, and scurrying back to the
fans to show mom and dad.

“Ladies and gentlemen, that’s you.

“That’s baseball. And this is the Hall
of Fame.”

MLB POWER RANKINGS

Angels hoping for better 12 months ahead

Gabe Lacques
USA TODAY

No, it probably won't be the worst
season in Los Angeles Angels franchise
history. Yet you’d be hard-pressed to
come up with a more disastrous 12-
month period than the one about to
wrap up.

On July 26, 2023, the Angels were
fired up, trading a handful of prospects
to acquire Chicago White Sox pitchers
Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez. A
day later, Shohei Ohtani pitched his
greatest game as a professional, one-
hitting the Detroit Tigers in a double-
header sweep.

And then? Well, the bottom fell out.

Just three games out of a wild-card
spot and flush with reinforcements, the
Angels finished the season 18-40. Ohta-
ni blew out his arm in August and left as
a free agent in December. The veterans
were flipped to save luxury tax penalties
as quickly as they were brought in.

It’s gone no better this season, with a
42-57 mark and .424 winning percent-
age, which would be third worst in fran-
chise history, and they kicked off the
second half by dropping two of three
games to the woebegone Oakland Ath-
letics and cementing their status in the
bottom five of USA TODAY Sports’ pow-
er rankings.

Some good news: Mike Trout should
return this week after missing nearly
three months with a meniscus tear. Per-
haps that will kick-start 12 months of
better vibes. It’s not a very tough act to
follow.

A look at this week’s rankings:

1. Philadelphia Phillies (-)

e JT. Realmuto returns and the
gang’s all here.

2. Baltimore Orioles (+1)

e They're 13-7 in Corbin Burnes’
starts — and the AL is 1-0.

3. Cleveland Guardians (-1)

e Very quietly have lost seven of 10.
4. Los Angeles Dodgers (+1)

e If your closer (Evan Phillips) is on

the struggle bus, might as well win a
game off your old one (Kenley Jansen).

5. New York Yankees (-1)

e Aaron Boone says they keep getting
beat on third and long, otherwise
known as days Gerrit Cole doesn’t pitch.

6. Milwaukee Brewers (+1)

e They can sweeten the trade market
by knocking the Cubs further from con-
tention this week.

7. Atlanta Braves (-1)
e Shelving Max Fried and Ozzie Al-

bies probably puts division hopes out of
reach.

8. Boston Red Sox (-)

e All-Star MVP Jarren Duran was
drafted three GM regimes ago.

9. Minnesota Twins (-)

e A Brewers sweep in the upper Mid-
west jamboree means they’re once
again tied with the ...

10. Kansas City Royals (-)

e With first career complete game,
Seth Lugo’s starter transformation is,
well, complete.

11. Houston Astros (+1)
e Won't see Mariners again until

Sept. 23. Might live rent-free in their
heads until then.

Carson
Fulmer
reacts
Sunday
after
surrender-
ing a home
run to
Miguel
Andujar,
but the
Angels
rallied to
beat the
Athletics.
DARREN
YAMASHITA/
USA TODAY
SPORTS

12. St. Louis Cardinals (+1)

e Struggling Paul Goldschmidt sinks
to No. 7 in lineup, lowest he’s hit as a
Cardinal.

13. Seattle Mariners (-2)

e Six runs scored Sunday breaks
four-game streak of zero, one or two
pushed across.

14. Arizona Diamondbacks (+1)

e Starting LHP Jordan Montgomery
should be back this week, with LHP
Eduardo Rodriguez and RHP Merrill Kel-
ly not far behind.

15. San Diego Padres (+1)

e Starting RHPs Dylan Cease and Mi-
chael King come out of the All-Star
break unhittable.

16. New York Mets (-2)

e Starting RHP Kodai Senga is back
this week.

17. Tampa Bay Rays (+1)

e Starting RHP Taj Bradley is emerg-
ing as a frontline guy.

18. Pittsburgh Pirates (+1)
e Win a series versus Phillies on a

Paul Skenes-less weekend. This bears
watching.

19. Texas Rangers (-2)

e Reality sets in: They're 1ith among
15 AL teams.

20. San Francisco Giants (-)

e Hayden Birdsong’s 12 strikeouts vs.
Colorado most by a Giants rookie since
Timmy Lincecum in 2007.

21. Washington Nationals (+2)

e James Wood’s three-run homer
caps stirring sweep of Cincy.

22. Detroit Tigers (+2)

e Trade Tarik Skubal? Silly talk.
23. Cincinnati Reds (-2)

e Nine-game trip begins grimly — and
has to turn around at Atlanta and Tam-
pa Bay or it’s break up the band.

24. Chicago Cubs (-2)

e Back of the rotation is low-key kill-
ing them; just 4-14 in Kyle Hendricks’
starts.

25. Toronto Blue Jays (-)

e Will it be one stick of dynamite or a
skyscraper implosion come deadline
day?

26. Los Angeles Angels (-)

e Win their final game ever at Oak-
land Coliseum.

27. Oakland Athletics (-)

e Zack Gelof’s average drops to .199.
28. Colorado Rockies (-)

e Todd Helton could relate to this
squad, as the Hall of Famer finished
fourth or fifth in 12 of his 17 seasons.
29. Miami Marlins (=)

e Jazz Chisholm says Miami is “home
for me.” We'll see for how much longer.

30. Chicago White Sox (-)

e Have been swept 14 times.
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THEY SAID WHAT?
THE STARS’ BEST QUOTES

‘ ‘ “There was a scenario that we
talked about beforehand. |
would basically take a little, tiny point

and just kind of trace the letter ‘A’ -
just the tip of a small knife. There
wasn’t even blood. ... It was more like
a scrape.” — Actor Armie Hammer to
Piers Morgan, discussing 2021 allega-
tions that he carved an “A” into for-
mer partner Paige Lorenze’s pelvis.

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY

Actor Daniel Radcliffe is 35. Guitarist
Slash (aka Saul Hudson) is 59. Singer
Michelle Williams is 45.

HOROSCOPE | SANCTUARY
More: www.sanctuaryworld.co

Aries (March 21-April 19). The urge to
create may arise through a collective
drama. Obsessed with shedding the
light? Express yourself through artist-
ry.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Power
struggles in the outer world may rock
your core. Your courage is tested.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Enlightened
by a fixed belief? The sun opposing
Pluto may expose a way of thinking
that needs to be transformed.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A fixation
on wealth may overtake you. Is your
identity and self-worth tied up in how
much you have?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). The desire for
independence can create intensity in a
relationship. Is the need to control
affecting the connection?

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Work
through ego issues that affect your
well-being. Today shines a light on
your destructive qualities.

Libra (Sept.23-Oct. 23). What brings
you happiness is going through a
complete overhaul.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You want
success, but emotional healing may
have to happen first. Transfigure your
inner world to blossom in the outer.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your
words have immense power. Are you
using them effectively? Get the big
picture of the message you are send-
ing.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Is your
value system undergoing renovation?
Dig deep into what matters to you.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Partner-
ship drama can be an eye-opener
today. Being confronted to change?
Try not to take it too personally.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Putting
your all in your work? Your pride is
intensified. Meditate on this driving
force.

‘Terrifier 3’ gets into the
Christmas spirit, sort of

holiday killing spree. Page 2D
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Billy Joel surveys a Madison Square Garden crowd during one of his
residency shows at the vaunted venue. He'll wrap up his 10-year run on
July 25. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MYRNA SUAREZ FOR BILLY JOEL

Billy Joel
reflects on
the ‘magic’
of the Garden

Melissa Ruggieri usa TODAY

In March, Billy Joel played the 100th show of a residency that be-
gan in January 2014. e His feeling a decade ago was: I'll keep show-
ing up every month or so as long as the demand continues. e De-
mand responded. Mightily. @ For more than 10 years — except the
COVID-19 pause in 2020 — Joel and his airtight band led tens of
thousands through singalongs of “Piano Man” and “Scenes from an
Italian Restaurant,” sold nearly 2 million tickets and reaffirmed
Madison Square Garden as the live music cathedral of the world.
e On Thursday, he’ll say goodbye (not to Hollywood) to the most
successful residency this side of Celine Dion. e “I'm going to miss
doing it a lot,” he told USA TODAY in April during an interview
about the CBS special to commemorate his 100th residency perfor-
mance. “Ilove it. The band loves it. The crowd is a New York-crazy
crowd. The minute you walk onstage you're aware they’re rooting
for you. The only way you could mess up that gig is to try to screw it

See JOEL, Page 2D

Joel takes the stage at Madison Square Garden in New York, where he will
wrap his 10-year residency on Thursday.

Olivia Rodrigo brings the grit
and rock-star swagger on tour

Silly and sadistic Art the Clown returns for a I Legions of fans offer loud acclaim as her GUTS
tour stops in Washington, D.C. Page 4D

Viewing
to get you
ready for
Olympics

Kelly Lawler
USA TODAY

Are you ready to go for the gold?

The 2024 Paris Olympics are com-
ing, with opening ceremonies set for
Friday (NBC and Peacock, 1:30 p.m.
EDT/10:30 a.m. PDT; replay at 7:30
p-m. EDT/PDT). Plenty of “stories” will
play out at this year’s Games: Athletes
who lead double lives as rocket scien-
tists; the return of Simone Biles; and
even excrement in Paris’ Seine river.
But those are only the stories to be told
this year. The worldwide sporting
event has a long history of them.

In preparation for the 2024 Games,
we recommend five documentaries
that illuminate the Olympics then and
now. From a series in which Biles final-
ly speaks for herself to a deeply im-
pactful history of racism to Russian
doping, these five docs will keep you in
the glory and the drama as you count
down to the torch lighting.

‘Simone Biles Rising’

Netflix

Much has been said by commenta-
tors (from experts to the unqualified
members of the peanut gallery) about
Biles’ decision to drop out midway
through the Tokyo Olympics in 2021
because of mental health concerns.
But it’s refreshing to hear from the
gymnast herself, often called the
“greatest of all time.” Biles, now a 27-
year-old married woman in a sport
dominated by teenagers, candidly dis-
cusses Tokyo, her experience as a sur-
vivor of sexual abuse from former
Team USA doctor Larry Nassar (now
serving a decades-long prison sen-
tence for abusing dozens of athletes)
and the unique pressures she faces.
Ahead of her third Olympics, it’s a re-
minder that Biles is a person firstand a
symbol of American athletic prowess
second. We need to give her the com-
passion we give ourselves. (Two epi-
sodes now streaming; two more, cov-
ering her Paris competition, are due
later this year.)

] T .
Simone Biles in the gymnastics venue
in the documentary “Simone Biles
Rising.” PROVIDED BY NETFLIX

‘Sprint’

Netflix

Call it the prequel to the 2024
games. This six-episode documentary
about track and field runners in com-
petitions leading up to Paris has all the
good drama of a sports story and sets
up characters (these lively athletes
really do feel like characters) for bat-
tles of good vs. evil (or at least up-and-
comers vs. favorites) on the track.
From the colorful and spirited Sha’Car-
ri Richardson to the ambitious and en-
ergetic Noah Lyle, you can really get to
know these sprinters before they run
for their lives (and medals) in the City
of Lights. Blink and you’ll miss them.

‘With Drawn Arms’

Starz, Tubi

Many sports stories are cheeky and
cheering, or even lighthearted. But
sports is more than what athletes do
on the field or the court. This spectac-
ular and moving 2020 documentary is

See OLYMPICS, Page 2D
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How great thou Art? Clown returns
in time for Christmas in ‘Terrifier 3’

Brian Truitt
USA TODAY

Let’s hope you're asking Santa Claus
for a stocking full of blood and gore this
year, because Art the Clown is coming to
town.

Though he’s back just in time for Hal-
loween, the silent horror villain plans to
have a very bloody Christmas in the
slasher movie “Terrifier 3” (in theaters
Oct. 11). USA TODAY has a selection of
exclusive images from the film at usato-
day.com/entertainment before a new
teaser trailer drops online Wednesday.

The cult franchise has become a hit
for scary-movie fans and a litmus test
for more squeamish audiences. And
with the new threequel, writer/director
Damien Leone couldn't pass up a
chance to have the silly and sadistic Art
(played by David Howard Thornton) in
yuletide wear.

“You can put this character any-
where, in any setting, in any time, and
he would work. He’s just so ridiculous in
any situation,” says the filmmaker, who
wanted to do his own spin on the “mani-
ac” Santa. “If I put Art the Clown in the
Santa suit, now that makes Art fresh
again.”

“Terrifier 3” catches up with Sienna
(Lauren LaVera) and her younger broth-
er, Jonathan (Elliott Fullam), five years
after the events of the previous film,
which ended with Sienna embracing an
warrior angel spirit and decapitating Art
(who since the first “Terrifier” has been
possessed by a mysterious evil entity).
They’re spending the holidays in Miles
County with their aunt and uncle, but
the ensuing years have been hard cop-
ing with the past trauma.

“Especially for Sienna, it hasn't been
an easy road,” Leone says. “She’sbeenin
and out of a mental health facility just
dealing with all of this — not only just
what she’s been through but what she’s
becoming and what her role is in this
universe.”

Art returns, naturally, and “still has
his eyes set on them with a lot of unfin-
ished business,” the director adds. “Ter-
rifier 3” will reveal more about the evil
entity, which took the shape of Art’s
“Terrifier 2” sidekick, the Little Pale Girl,
and fans will learn “why it resurrected
Art and what its intentions are and why
it’s trying to target Sienna.”

!

—

Art the Clown (David Howard Thornton) returns to Miles County for a holiday
killing spree in the slasher threequel “Terrifier 3.”

Sienna (Lauren LaVera) visits her relatives for the holidays but Art the Clown is
looking for revenge. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JESSE KORMAN/DARK AGE CINEMA

In addition to building out the “Terri-
fier” mythology — Leone teases he’ll “ad-
dress” Art’s connection to Sienna and
her late father — the film features Victo-
ria Heyes (Samantha Scaffidi) in a sig-
nificant role: The disfigured final girl
from the original “Terrifier” is possessed
by the entity, too, and was last seen in
“Terrifier 2” giving birth to Art’s head in
a mental health institution.

Among the supporting cast, AEW
wrestler Chris Jericho reprises his role
as hospital nurse Burke and Jason Pa-
tric will make his franchise debut as a

“really amazing” character, Leone says.
“I literally have a ‘Lost Boys’ magnet on
my fridge.” The filmmaker heard that
Patric, a “Terrifier” fan, dressed up as
Art for Halloween and didn’t believe it.
“Sure enough, it was true.”

“Black Christmas” and Robert Ze-
meckis’ seasonal “Tales from the Crypt”
episode are holiday horror influences on
“Terrifier 3,” as well as “Bad Santa,” Le-
one says. “Pretty much any -classic
Christmas movie trope you could imag-
ine, I try to put Art the Clown in that sit-
uation and see how he would handle

Victoria Heyes (Samantha Scaffidi),
the final girl from the first “Terrifier”
now possessed by an evil entity,
continues to play a major role in the
horror franchise.

that.”

But a silent night for Art equals a
deadly night. Even with ornaments and
decorations all over the place, Leone is
making sure “Terrifier 3” lives up to the
franchise’s grisly reputation, which in
the past has included reports of people
fainting and puking at showings. The
new flick “certainly is way more relent-
less and gory, that’s for sure.”

But trying to outdo his own Kkill
scenes and those of other slasher
movies is one of the harder parts of Le-
one’s job. “There’s only so many things
you can do to the human body,” he says.
“It’s easy toreally just hack somebody to
pieces for five minutes. Can you also be
creative when you’re doing it.” Thank-
fully, Art’s inherent levity, like his pen-
chant for wearing sunflower sunglass-
es, keeps the film from leaning too dark
and grim to be accessible. “As evil as he
is, he’s equally charming and there’s
something sweet about him. You almost
want to be his friend.”

The success of the “Terrifier” movies
“remains very surreal,” Leone says. In
2022, “Terrifier 2” grossed $15.4 million
on a reported budget of $250,000, and
the third film looks to make even a big-
ger splash this fall, when fans can get
their hands on new life-size animatron-
ic “Terrifier” Halloween decorations and
Art Funko Pop toys.

“You know you’'ve made it when they
make a Funko,” Leone says. “I'm always
pinching myself.”

s
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Tamari Davis and Sha’Carri Richardson make a run for it in the Netflix

documentary “Sprint.” PROVIDED BY NETFLIX

Olympics
Continued from Page 1D

a close examination of one of the most
famous and impactful moments in
Olympic history: when Tommie Smith
and John Carlos raised their fists in
support of the Black Panther move-
ment on the winners podium during
the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
Smith looks back on the moment in the
film, a powerful examination of racism
then and now.

‘Icarus’

Netflix

Sports meets true crime in this in-
tense, and intensely fascinating, 2017
Oscar-winning account of the Russian
government’s mass-doping scandal,
which resulted in the country’s banish-
ment from major world sporting events
for four years. More like a thriller than a
nonfiction story, “Icarus” will keep you
glued to the screen with more tension
than most of the Olympic sporting
events this year.

‘The Price of Gold’
ESPN+

Forget “I, Tonya,” this ESPN “30 for
30” documentary is the definitive ac-

“Icarus,” about a Russian doping
scandal in competitive cycling, wons
the Oscar for best documentary.
PROVIDED BY NETFLIX

counting of the Tonya Harding/Nancy
Kerrigan incident, in which Kerrigan
was assaulted in an attack organized
and carried out by people in Harding’s
life.

Measured, unbiased and without
sensationalism, this 2014 film will
make you rethink what you assume
about both skaters, but especially Har-
ding. Often heartbreaking, the inter-
views and archival footage tell a story
that you know and one you don’t, delv-
ing into the psychology of the athletes
but also of American culture at large in
1994.

Joel

Continued from Page 1D
up.”
Joel’s final residency show will air
(notlive) exclusively on SiriusXM’s The
Billy Joel Channel (79), which is back
through Aug. 15. Joel noted that he
hadn’t wrangled any special guests yet
— Sting joined him for the March show
that aired on CBS - but there was “all
kinds of scuttlebutt, so I'm assuming
someone will be there.”

Joel’s representative confirmed that
any potential pop-up performers will
remain a surprise.

Joel says playing Madison
Square Garden is ‘magic’

Joel, 75, first played MSG in 1978,
shortly after the release of “The Strang-
er,” which catapulted him to
superstardom with FM standards in-
cluding “Just the Way You Are,” “Movin’
Out (Anthony’s Song),” “Only the Good
Die Young” and the aforementioned
live darling, “Scenes.”

His final residency show dovetails
with his 150th overall performance at
the venue he describes as “magic” not
only because of its repute — “No one
knows where you're playing in Kansas
City or San Francisco, but when you do
the Garden, the whole world knows it,”
he says — but also because of the ven-
ue’s actual construction.

“The building is on springs,” he says
of the spring-loaded floor stationed
above the ice for hockey games. “So
when the crowd stomps in unison, it
actually moves the building. We're go-
ing up and down on stage like, ‘Whoa,
they’re literally rocking the house.”

Where else is Joel
performing in 2024?

But Joel’s farewell to a standing set
of shows in no way equates to retire-
ment.

As he told Willie Geist on NBC’s
“Sunday Today,” the conclusion of his

MSG contract means he can return to
other venues in the New York area and
specifically mentioned Yankee Stadi-
um, Citi Field (home of the Mets) and
MetLife Stadium in northern New Jer-
sey. He also is adamant that the final
residency performance doesn’t mean
he won’t ever play MSG again.

Joel, who throughout his 10-year
MSG run spiked his schedule with sta-
dium shows both solo and with fellow
megastar co-headliners such as Stevie
Nicks and Sting, already has several
dates checked on the calendar for the
rest of 2024, including a stadium show
with Rod Stewart on Sept. 13 in Cleve-
land, a solo gig at the new Intuit Dome
in Los Angeles Oct. 12 and three dates
with Sting: Sept. 27 in St. Louis, Oct. 25
in San Antonio and Nov. 9 in Las Vegas.

Is that Joel on the LIRR? Maybe.

Fans attending the final residency
show at MSG and arriving via public
transportation might want to keep an
eye out for an unassuming guy in jeans
and a baseball cap. It’s a description
that fits a hefty batch of riders, which is
exactly the point.

This year, Joel mentioned in an in-
terview with Newsday that he ditched
his helicopter rides to MSG - “One day
it occurred to me that maybe this isn’t
the most stable aircraft in the world.
Maybe you’re pushing it,” he told USA
TODAY of his then-15-minute commute
— and hopped on the Long Island Rail-
road instead.

Though his inner circle dissuaded
him from cramming among the public
and expressed concern he would be
recognized and mobbed by fans, Joel
shrugged off the trepidation with typ-
ical nonchalance.

“I said: ‘No one will notice me. No
one will think I could possibly be on the
train” And that’s exactly what hap-
pened,” he says. “We have a cop friend
who was going to meet me at Jamaica
station where I changed trains and I
said, T don’t need a bodyguard. I'm not
Michael Jackson. I've done it a few
times and I'll probably do it again.”

Much like his history at Madison
Square Garden.
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Monday’s Answer: “To achieve great things, two things are needed;
a plan, and not quite enough time.” - Leonard Bernstein
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Rodrigo is all GUTS, grit and rock star sass

Melissa Ruggieri
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Has it been only
four years since we were introduced to
Olivia Rodrigo’s brew of vitriol and val-
entines?

Preternaturally poised and already
schooled in the art of stagecraft, Rodri-
go is not only pop music’s reigning
young Jedi but the type of performer
who is practically mind-melded to her
army of devotees.

She barely needs to stomp a Doc
Martens-clad foot before being blasted
with a level of adoration to nearly knock
her off the stage. A few pogos during her
opening song — “Bad Idea Right?” — and
the concrete floors of a filled-to-the-raf-
ters Capital One Arena trembled from
the collective weight of fans who fol-
lowed her lead. If she ever forgets a lyric,
20,000 people already screaming every
word of every song will fill in any gaps.

It’s not just a concert but a multi-
generational movement. A sanctuary
for her predominantly Gen-Z followers,
sure. But also a mental getaway for their
parents, many of whom were spotted
around the arena in purple attire in hon-
or of Rodrigo’s signature hue.

Since February, Rodrigo, 21, has
bopped around the world on her GUTS
World Tour, named for her Grammy-
nominated sophomore album that
dropped last fall. The 94-date run
launched in February in Palm Springs,
California, detoured to Europe in May
and June and just returned for a second
U.S. leg, which landed in Washington,
D.C., on Saturday for its second date.

For a high-velocity 100 minutes, Ro-
drigo, her formidable all-female band
and troupe of dancers zipped through
serrated-guitar revenge anthems and
heartsick ballads with spunk, sass and
the kind of tautness that comes from
months of perfecting.

Here are some highlights from Satur-
day’s show.

Rodrigo takes flight

About midway through the show, Ro-
drigo climbed into the scoop of a cres-
cent moon that traversed her around the
arena, giving fans a few minutes to bask

Olivia Rodrigo showcases her rock instincts during her GUTS World Tour show at
its California kickoff in February. PROVIDED BY CHRISTOPHER POLK FOR LIVE NATION

in her girlish aura.

Singing “Logical” and “Enough for
You,” Rodrigo waved to the hyperventi-
lating throng — white stars bobbing from
the rafters — as she presented some of
her prettiest vocals of the show.
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‘Vampire’ and ‘Obsessed’
offer cool visuals

Rodrigo slipped backstage for a
handful of outfit changes - silver shim-
mering crop top and a black two-piece

ASTE. SIP.

Looking for a culinary adventure? Look no further
than the USA TODAY Wine & Food Experience,
a nationwide tour of events that celebrate the best
local food and drink in 8 cities. TASTE foods from
acclaimed local chefs, emerging talent and culinary

with fishnets among them - and the
stage-length video screen behind her
served its purpose with some effects
(“The Grudge”), home video of Rodrigo
as a child (“Teenage Dream”) and artsy
reflections of her stage movements.

This wasn’t an ostentatious produc-
tion, just a sleek counterpart to her brisk
songs.

But Rodrigo sneaked in some cool
camera effects during “Obsessed.” A
lens placed under the Lucite catwalk
captured Rodrigo from the floor up, al-
lowing her ample new angles from
which to sneer and intentionally roll her
silver-speckled eyes.

During her hit “Vampire,” which
shuddered with angsty drama, Rodrigo
stood in front of a black and white moon
as the song escalated to one of her hall-
mark booming crescendos. As the mu-
sic accelerated, the stage coloring
turned deep red, providing the ideal
ethereal backdrop to the musical melo-
drama.

Rodrigo subtly nods
to her influences

If you're paying attention to the pre-
show music, you'll get a dose of The
Runaways and their power-punk-pop
classic, “Cherry Bomb,” as well as the
chirpy declaration of “I'm Just a Girl”
from No Doubt.

By the closing quartet of (pre-encore)
songs, Rodrigo channeled her inner Ala-
nis Morissette, stalking the stage in a
fire-red bodysuit as a symphony of elec-
tric guitars wailed behind her for “The
Grudge,” “Brutal,” “Obsessed” and the
sardonic “All-American Bitch.”

She also has shared stages with She-
ryl Crow and Jewel and expressed her
affection for the art-rock of The Killers.

Rodrigo pays attention, dabbing
smidgens of Crow in the songwriting of
“Making the Bed” and “Teenage Dream”
(“T'd tell my 18-year-old self not to wor-
ry,” Rodrigo said before the song) and
adopting a Killers-esque synth swirl
around “Pretty Isn’t Pretty.”

The vulnerability in her songs, as
well as the gleeful spite and anger Rodri-
g0 can conjure, are legit.

Just imagine what she can accom-
plish in the next decade.

leaders. SIP premier wine, beer and spirits from the best

regional and national brands. SAVOR the experience
with music and live demonstrations in an elevated
afternoon with friends for a single admission price.

GET TICKETS NOW AT
WineAndFood.USAToday.Com

DENVER: Sept. 28 o PROVIDENCE: Sept. 28 o LOUISVILLE: Oct.5 o LAS VEGAS: Oct. 12
SAN FRANCISCO: Oct.19 e RALEIGH: Oct.26 e PHOENIX: Nov.2 e NAPLES: Nov. 16




NATION & WORLD EXTRA - USA TODAY NETWORK | TUESDAY, JULY 23,2024 | 1NN

INSIDE

NATION WORLDzz=m::=
HARRIS GAINS SUPPORT

FROM PARTY LEADERS

-

& -

Vice President Kamala Harris’ campaign said it raised $81 million in the 24 hours after President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid. ANDREW HARNIK/GETTY IMAGES

Secures enough votes to become Democrats’ chosen candidate

Sarah D. Wire and Sudkisha Kochi usa Topay

WASHINGTON - Vice President Kamala Harris successfully moved Monday to shore up the support she needed to secure

the 2024 Democratic presidential nomination, potentially avoiding a bitter internal party dispute one day after President

Joe Biden announced he's backing out of his own White House campaign. e A USA TODAY count of delegates shows the
59-year old Harris has secured endorsements of the 1,968 delegates needed to become the party's nominee in the first
round of voting. There are 3,936 Democratic delegates in total, including former presidents, state and local party leaders,

members of Congress and governors, but only about half get to vote in the first round. e California's delegates put Harris

over the top when they voted unanimously to back her.

Next up:
Running
mate choice

Beshear, Whitmer among
those in contention

Trevor Hunnicutt and Nandita Bose
REUTERS

WASHINGTON - President Joe Bi-
den’s weekend decision to drop his re-
election bid and endorse Vice President
Kamala Harris to replace him as the
Democratic candidate leaves Harris
with a major, immediate decision:
whom to pick as her running mate.

Harris has enlisted the law firm of Er-
ic Holder, the former attorney general,
to vet possible running mates, sources
told Reuters.

These are some of the top people
being discussed, according to people
familiar with internal policy discus-
sions.

See RUNNING MATE, Page 7NN

Harris has outlined a series of policies she promised
to pursue including signing laws to protect abortion
rights and ban assault rifles and said she would make
rebuilding the middle class the focus of her
presidency. NATHAN HOWARD/REUTERS

See HARRIS, Page 8NN

Campaign
embracing
meme fame

Internet may help Harris
reach younger voters

Stephanie Kelly
REUTERS

NEW YORK - Kamala Harris is not
yet the Democratic Party’s candidate for
president but her status online is al-
ready clear: she is a meme.

In the latest testament to her viral
presence among Generation Z, those
born between1997 and 2012, British pop
sensation Charli XCX name-checked
her in a weekend tweet that called the
vice president a “brat.”

And Harris’ campaign is leaning into
it.

Soon after the artist tweeted “kamala
IS brat” on Sunday night — giving Harris
the name of her latest album - the vice

See INTERNET, Page 9NN
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NATIONAL SUMMARY In the digital e-edition, you can click anywhere on the US map to get up-to-date forecasts, radar, MinuteCast® and more.
Active conditions will con- Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation for Tuesday. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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Showers and some em-
bedded thunderstorms are 76/54
expected from central and
eastern Texas through the
Eastern Seaboard, extend-
ing westward into parts

of Minnesota and lowa.
Monsoon thunderstorms
will dot the Four Corners,
the central Plains and the
interior West.
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MONDAY EXTREMES TODAY IN HISTORY WEATHER TRIVIA™
NATIONAL (for the 48 contiguous states) INTERNATIONAL (excludes Antarctica) On July 23, 1979, heavy rain pushed the Q: How many t-storms rumble across the U.S.
High: 113 at Needles, CA  High: 120 at Adrar, Algeria Reedy River out of its banks at Greenville, S.C. each year?
Low: 31at Walden, CO  Low: 24 at Oruro, Bolivia  Sections of Kansas received more than 5.00
Precip: 2.49” at Athens, TX  Precip: 5.39” at Bach Longvi, Vietnam  inches of rain. Thunderstorms dumped 2.00
inches of rain on Johnstown, Pa., in just one
hour. 000°‘00L Aj@3eWix0lddy ¥
NATIONAI. CITIES TUESDAY @ Denotes possible travel delays
Air Air Air Air
High/low/W  Quality High/low/W  Quality High/low/W  Quality High/low/W  Quality
Aberdeen, SD 88/63/pc | 69 | Evansville, IN 85/70/t | 63 | @ Levittown, PA 90/73/t | 44 | Rochester, NY 82/66/pc E
Abilene, TX 92/70/t [ 57 ] @ Fall River, MA 80/69/r [40]  @Lincoln,IL 84/66/t (66| @ Rockford, IL 82/64/t [ 52 |
@ Accomac, VA 85/74/t [ 47] Farmington, NM 92/66/s [79] @ Louisville, KY 85/71/t [83] Ruidoso, NM 76/53/c [ 65 ]
@ Adrian, M| 84/64/t [ 51 ] @ Fayetteville, NC 89/75/t [37 ] Lubbock, TX 89/67/pc [ 62 | Salem, OR 86/54/s [31]
Akron, OH 84/66/t [ 45 | @ Fond du Lac, WI 78/63/t [35] @ Manitowoc, WI 73/63/t [38 ] Salina, KS 91/67/t [ 52 |
Alamogordo, NM 88/64/s [56] @ FortMyers, FL 90/75/t [ 53] Mansfield, OH 83/66/t [ 46 ] Salinas, CA 78/59/s [ 50 ]
@ Alexandria, VA 90/75/t [ a7 ] Fort Smith, AR 87/71/c [51]  @Marshall,NC 83/67/t [43] @ Salisbury,MD 88/74/t [44 ]
Alliance, OH 84/65/t [ 42 ] @ Framingham, MA 78/67/r [43] @ Marshfield, W 74/58/t [44 ] San Angelo, TX 88/67/t [ 51 ]
Amarillo, TX 88/65/t [68]  @Freeport, IL 81/64/t [ 45 ] Massillon, OH 85/66/t [50] @ Sarasota, FL 90/75/t [ 4]
@ Ames, IA 82/64/t [ 45 | @ Fremont, OH 85/67/t [50] @ McLean, VA 89/74/t [43] @ Savannah, GA 92/76/t [42 ]
@ Anderson, SC 88/72/t [ 42] Fort Collins, CO 92/61/s [83]  @Melbourne, FL 89/78/t [38] @ Sheboygan, Wi 77/65/t [ 40 ]
@ Appleton, W 77/61/t [34] @ Gadsden, AL 83/70/t [39] @ Memphis, TN 80/72/t [67] @ Shelby,NC 86/71/t [ 37]
@ Asheville, NC 82/67/t [ 43 ] @ Gainesville, FL 92/73/t [47] @ Middletown, NY 83/66/t [42 ] Sherman, TX 90/71/t [ 53 |
Ashland, OH 83/65/t [44] @ Galesburg, IL 85/64/pc (56 ] @ Milford, MA 78/66/sh [38] @ Shreveport, LA 83/73/t (4]
@ Athens, GA 88/70/t [ 42 ] @ Gastonia, NC 87/71/t [37] @ Milwaukee, WI 84/67/t [ 47 | Silver City, NM 84/64/t [ 62 |
@ Augusta, GA 91/72/t [ 38 ] Glen Rose, TX 89/72/t [46] @ Monroe, MI 82/66/t [ 54 | Sioux Falls, SD 88/64/t [ 47 |
@ Austin, TX 86/72/t [46] @ Gonzales, LA 86/75/t [37] @ Monroe, LA 83/73/t [35] @ Somerset, PA 82/64/t [ 35 ]
Bartlesville, OK 87/65/pc [ 59 | Great Falls, MT 103/62/pc [103] @ Montgomery, AL 89/72/t [35] @ Somerville,NJ 90/72/t (45 |
@ Battle Creek, MI 84/65/t (53] @ GreenBay, W 75/61/t [ 38 ] Muncie, IN 84/65/t [62]  @SouthBend,IN 84/66/t [ 61]
Bedford, IN 84/67/t (58] @ Greenville,SC 88/72/t [39] @ Murfreesboro, TN 80/70/t [57] @ Spartanburg, SC 86/70/t [ 40 ]
Binghamton, NY 80/66/t [ a7 ] @ Hackensack, NJ 89/73/t (53]  @Naples, FL 88/77/t [50] @ Springfield, IL 83/66/t [ 67 |
@ Bluffton, SC 90/79/t [43] @ Hagerstown, MD 89/72/t [40] @ Nashville, TN 82/72/t [ 61] Springfield, MO 83/66/pc [ 57 ]
Bremerton, WA 76/49/pc [30] @ Hattiesburg, MS 88/73/t (3]  @Neptune,NJ 86/74/t [40] @St Augustine, FL 89/77/t [39 ]
@ Brockton, MA 77/67/r [ 46 | Henderson, KY 84/68/t [62] @ NewBedford, MA 80/67/r [ & | St. Cloud, MN 76/56/t [43 ]
Brownwood, TX 88/68/t [ 51] @ Hendersonville, NC 83/67/t [ 4] @ New Bern, NC 89/77/t [ 42] St. George, UT 105/79/s [ 65 ]
@ Burlington, IA 83/66/pc [ 56 | Herkimer, NY 82/66/sh [ 51 | New Philadelphia, OH 84/65/t [43] @ Staunton,VA 85/69/t [ 46 |
@ Burlington, NC 86/72/t [ 44 ] @ Hillsdale, M 83/63/t [ 50 | Newark, OH 85/65/t [48] @ Stevens Point, WI 76/61/t [ 4]
Burlington, VT 81/65/pc [39] @Holland, Ml 82/67/t (53]  @Newton,NJ 86/68/t [ 4] Stockton, CA 108/72/s [ 74 ]
Cambridge, OH 87/67/t [ 40 | Hornell, NY 81/62/t [46] @ New York,NY 85/73/t (54 ] @ Stroudsburg, PA 86/67/t [ 44 ]
Camdenton, MO 83/65/pc [54]  @Houma, LA 86/75/t [36] @ Norwich, CT 80/69/c [41]  @Stuart,FL 89/79/t [37]
Canandaigua, NY 81/65/t [55] @ Howell, MI 83/65/t [51] @Ocala,FL 91/74/t [42]  @Sturgis,MI 82/64/t [ 55 ]
Canton, OH 84/66/t [ 43 ] Hutchinson, KS 89/65/pc [ 51 ] Oklahoma City, OK 87/67/s (58] @ Tallahassee, FL 93/75/t [31]
Carlsbad, NM 87/67/pc [(72] Hyannis, MA 76/69/r [34] @ Opelousas, LA 81/72/t [35] @ Thibodaux, LA 86/74/t [ 38 ]
@ Chambersburg, PA 89/72/t [ 42 ] Indianapolis, IN 84/67/t [ 59 | @ Oshkosh, WI 77/63/t [35 ] Topeka, KS 89/68/t [ 56 |
@ Cherry Hill, NJ 90/74/t [ 39 ] @ lowa City, 1A 83/66/pc (56 | @ PalmBeach, FL 89/82/t [3] @ Tuscaloosa, AL 81/73/t [34 ]
Cincinnati, OH 85/67/t [72] Ithaca, NY 80/65/t [ 48 ] Palm Springs, CA 114/88/s [ 80 ] Utica, NY 81/65/sh [ 53]
@ Clarksville, TN 83/70/t [ 60 ] @ Jackson, MS 83/73/t [39] @ PanamaCity, FL 91/78/t 30 ] Ventura, CA 72/61/pc [ 52 ]
@ Coldwater, M| 82/63/t [ 52 | @ Jackson, TN 79/72/t (64|  @Pekin,IL 86/68/t [62] @ Victorville, CA 103/75/s [ 88 |
Columbus, OH 84/68/t [51] @ Jacksonville, FL 93/75/t (48] @ Pensacola, FL 89/76/t [36] @ Vineland, NJ 90/72/t [ 4]
Corning, NY 82/63/t [ 4] @ Jacksonville, NC 88/77/t [ 47 | @ Peoria, IL 85/67/t [ 62 ] Visalia, CA 107/75/s (1]
@ Corpus Christi, TX 88/77/t E Kent, OH 83/65/t I @ Petersburg, VA 86/74/t I @ Washington, DC 91/76/t E
@ Daytona Beach, FL 91/76/t [36] @Kewanee,IL 84/65/t [ 54 ] Phoenix, AZ 112/93/s [ 88 ] Watertown, SD 82/63/pc (44 ]
Deming, NM 90/67/pc [ 53 ] @ Keyser, WV 88/68/t [37] @ PortHuron, Ml 83/65/t [44] @ Wausau, WI 74/59/t [35 ]
@ DeRidder, LA 82/73/t [29]  @Kinston,NC 90/75/t [40] @ Portsmouth, NH 76/65/r (48] @ Waynesboro, PA 90/72/t [42]
@ Des Moines, |1A 84/68/t [ 51 ] @ Knoxville, TN 83/70/t [48] @ Poughkeepsie, NY 83/68/t [44] @ WhitePlains, NY 83/70/t [38 ]
@ Detroit, Ml 83/66/t [ 64 | @ Lafayette, IN 84/65/t [ 58 | @ Providence, RI 78/68/c [33] Wichita Falls, TX 92/70/pc [ 57 |
Devils Lake, ND 77/61/pc E @ Lafayette, LA 84/75/t E Pueblo, CO 90/58/pc E @ Wilmington, DE 88/74/t E
@ Dover, NH 76/65/r [ 40 | @ Lakeland, FL 93/75/t (3] @ Quincy, MA 76/67/r [45] @ Wilmington, NC 91/78/t (44 ]
El Paso, TX 92/71/s [57]  @Lansing, M 84/66/t [ 53] Redding, CA 112/80/pc [47] @ Wisconsin Rapids, WI  76/60/t (4]
Elmira, NY 82/64/t [44] Las Cruces, NM 90/68/pc [ 58 ] Reno, NV 100/70/s [ 76 ] Wooster, OH 83/64/t [ a7 ]
Erie, PA 80/69/t [ 53 ] @ Lebanon, PA 89/71/t [ 47 | Ravenna, OH 84/65/t [46] @ Worcester, MA 76/65/sh [49 ]
Eugene, OR 87/52/s 28 @ Leesburg, FL 93/76/t 39 Richmond, IN 84/64/t [62] @ York,PA 90/74/t | 46 |
Air Quality Index: 0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 101-150, Unhealthy for sensitive groups; 151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, Very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous
INTERNATIONAL CITIES
Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Wednesday
High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W
@® Acapulco 89/77/t 89/78/t @ Cape Town 60/51/sh 59/44/c La Paz 59/27/s 60/28/s San Jose 81/67/t 81/67/t
Addis Ababa 70/56/sh 72/56/r Caracas 89/77/t 88/77/t @ Lagos 83/76/r 83/75/r San Salvador 88/71/pc 87/72/s
Algiers 88/66/s 93/66/s  Casablanca 98/71/s 103/71/pc Lima 67/59/c 66/58/c  Santiago 58/38/sh 64/40/s
Amman 94/72/s 91/73/s  Colombo 88/80/t 88/80/t Lisbon 95/68/s 96/66/s  Sao Paulo 75/53/pc 76/53/pc
@® Amsterdam 70/59/sh 70/57/s Copenhagen 70/60/c 72/57/pc London 75/59/c 77/60/pc Sarajevo 85/61/pc 79/56/t
Ankara 97/67/s 92/64/s @ Damascus 103/70/pc 102/70/pc Madrid 104/71/s 106/71/s Shanghai 100/84/pc 97/84/s
Asuncion 86/65/pc 88/62/pc Dublin 68/56/pc 68/60/c @ Manila 83/79/t 84/80/r Singapore 91/82/t 90/81/t
Athens 98/80/s 96/79/s Geneva 82/60/pc 80/57/pc @ Mexico City 75/58/r 75/58/r Stockholm 71/55/c 75/56/pc
@® Auckland 60/51/sh 60/52/pc  Guatemala City 82/61/t 80/63/pc @ Milan 91/72/t 92/72/pc  Sydney 67/46/s 67/53/pc
Baghdad 115/92/s 114/92/s @ Hanoi 86/77/t 86/79/c Mombasa 85/71/c 85/70/s Taipei 96/80/t 84/79/r
Bangkok 91/81/t 91/80/t Harare 82/49/s 81/50/s Montevideo 72/60/c 72/49/r  Tegucigalpa 85/65/pc 86/65/pc
Beijing 101/82/pc 94/73/t  Havana 93/76/s 92/75/t  Montreal 82/64/pc 83/68/t  Tehran 101/83/s 104/85/s
Beirut 91/80/s 90/81/s Helsinki 72/64/s 71/64/pc Moscow 76/55/r 80/60/s Tokyo 93/82/pc 93/81/pc
Belgrade 90/67/s 82/64/t Hong Kong 93/83/t 94/84/r Nairobi 75/53/pc 76/55/c  Toronto 82/66/pc 80/66/t
Berlin 82/62/pc 75/54/r  Jakarta 90/76/s 90/75/sh New Delhi 95/83/t 93/82/t @ Tunis 93/75/s 95/76/s
Bogota 65/47/r 68/48/c  Jerusalem 90/70/s 88/70/s Panama City 85/76/t 87/76/t  Vancouver 71/55/pc 73/58/s
Brussels 72/58/r 74/56/sh  Johannesburg 72/47/s 69/40/s  Paris 78/57/sh 79/59/pc  Vienna 86/68/pc 81/62/pc
Bucharest 92/68/pc 91/67/pc Kabul 94/69/s 95/70/s Port-au-Prince 96/76/t 98/76/pc  Warsaw 80/60/pc 78/58/c
Budapest 86/65/pc 84/62/t @ Khartoum 98/79/c 96/81/t Rio de Janeiro 75/63/s 77/64/pc  Yerevan 88/65/s 88/64/s
Buenos Aires 64/59/pc 65/49/sh Kyiv 83/65/s 81/62/pc Riyadh 112/90/s 112/90/pc  Zagreb 86/66/pc 82/61/sh
Cairo 100/80/s 99/82/s Kingston 92/81/pc 91/82/c Rome 91/71/s 92/72/s @ Zurich 79/60/pc 78/55/pc
@ Denotes possible travel delays Tuesday Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

©2024; forecasts and graphics provided by @Accuweather | Go to AccuWeather.com
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WEST BANK

Pressure
from below

The International Court of Justice
released a legal opinion declaring Is-
raeli policies and practices in the oc-
cupied West Bank and East Jerusalem
as unlawful, a non-binding decision
that could impact Israel’s interna-
tional standing and add pressure on
the country to agree to a Palestinian
state, Axios reported.

The case began early last year
when the world court was tasked by
the United Nations General Assembly
to determine whether Israeli occupa-
tion of the territories amounted to an-
nexation.

Israel captured the West Bank,
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in
the 1967 Six-Day War. The interna-
tional community considers these
areas as occupied territories and most
Western nations deem the Israeli set-
tlements built in these areas to be ille-
gal, according to the Associated Press.

In Friday’s advisory opinion, the
ICJ found that Israeli settlements and
presence in the occupied West Bank
are in violation of international law: It
said that the policies to expand settle-
ments and exploit natural resources
in the territory amount to “annex-
ation.”

It ordered Israel to end the con-
struction of settlements and remove
existing ones, as well as evacuate
Jewish settlers from the territories.

The court’s opinion also said Israeli
law and actions in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem violated the Conven-
tion against Racial Discrimination. It
added that Israel must provide repa-
rations to Palestinians damaged by
Israeli policies and practices, while
calling on all countries to consider Is-
rael’s presence in the West Bank as il-
legal.

The court stated that the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly and the U.N. Security
Council should contemplate addition-
al measures, based on its advisory
opinion, to bring an end to the Israeli
occupation.
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While the opinion is non-binding
and unlikely to lead to any policy
change, it could impact Israel’s inter-
national reputation and domestic pol-
itics. It has also sparked fears that it
will encourage some Western nations
to impose sanctions against settlers,
entities that operate in the settle-
ments and the Israeli government.
The US government has imposed
sanctions on some settlers and is cur-
rently considering expanding those to
right-wing ministers in the cabinet.

Israel’s governing coalition, made
up of ultra-conservative and pro-set-
tler parties, criticized the ICJ for being
“detached from the reality of the Mid-
dle East.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu condemned it for distorting his-
torical truth and legality.

The legal opinion comes as Israel
and Hamas continue fighting in the
Gaza Strip, which has exacerbated the
humanitarian situation in the Pales-
tinian enclave and prompted interna-
tional condemnation against Netan-
yahu’s cabinet.

The conflict began on Oct. 7 when
Hamas and its allies launched a sur-
prise attack in southern Israel, killing
around 1,200 people and taking
around 240 others hostages. Israel re-
sponded by launching strikes and a
ground invasion in the enclave that
has displaced hundreds of thousands
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and killed more than 38,000 people,
according to health officials in Ha-
mas-controlled Gaza.

Last week, Human Rights Watch
described Hamas'’s October attack as
a planned “systematic” assault
against civilians, the Washington
Post wrote. The organization released
a report Wednesday condemning de-
liberate attacks on civilians, the use of
human shields, and cruel treatment
as war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity.

Meanwhile, observers noted that
the ICJ’s opinion could prompt calls
for a Palestinian state and revive pro-
posals for a two-state solution, which
Israel has thus far ruled out, but is be-
ing pushed to do so by its allies, in-
cluding the United States.

Before the court’s decision, the Is-
raeli parliament voted 68-9 against
establishing a Palestinian state, say-
ing its creation will “pose an existen-
tial danger to the State of Israel,” NBC
News noted.

A Pew Research Center poll found
that in March and early April, only
26% of Israelis believed peaceful co-
existence with an independent Pales-
tinian state was possible, down from
35% before the Oct. 7 assault.

The research center highlighted
that this marked a significant decline
from 2013 when around half of Israelis
supported a two-state solution.

DISCOVERIES

Here was
Spartacus

The story of Spartacus, the slave-
turned-gladiator who fought against
the Roman Republic, is immortalized
in the Kirk Douglas movie of the
same name.

Now, history buffs can visit one of
the sites where the rebel commander
and his men clashed with Roman
forces more than 2,000 years ago.

Archaeologists recently discov-
ered an ancient stone wall in a forest
in Italy’s southern Calabria region.
They used advanced ground-pene-
trating radar, laser scanning and soil
core sampling to study the site and
understand its purpose.

Covered in moss and stretching
around 1.7 miles in length, the re-
searchers determined that the wall
was a fossa and agger - or ditch and
mound - defensive system, which
was a typical fortification method
used by the Roman army.

They suggested that the wall was
built by Roman general Marcus Li-
cinius Crassus in 71 B.C. to entrap
Spartacus and his forces. The fortifi-
cation’s construction was also refer-
enced in historical sources, such as
“The Life of Crassus” by Greek phi-
losopher and historian Plutarch.

Spartacus is known for leading
the Third Servile War between
73 B.C. and 71 B.C., according to Na-
tional Geographic.

Daily Chatter
is now Global Post

You may notice that our world news
partner has changed its name from
Daily Chatter to Global Post. This
change reflects the company’s
expansion to form a new parent,
GlobalPost Media Corporation, which
includes the daily world report that
provides the news you’ve been
enjoying here. Please be assured that
the coverage on this page will remain
the same - only the name is new.

Bangladesh PM blames opposition for violence

Says curfew will remain
until improvement seen

Mohammad Ponir Hossain
and Ruma Paul and Sam Jahan
REUTERS

DHAKA - Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina blamed her political op-
ponents for deadly violence that swept
the country during recent student-led
protests against quotas in government
jobs, stating on Monday that a curfew
would be lifted when the situation im-
proved.

Her comments came a day after the
South Asian country’s top court agreed
to scrap most quotas in a ruling on Sun-
day, following days of clashes between
protesters and security forces that
prompted the government to shut down
internet services, impose a curfew and
deploy the army.

Hospital data showed at least 147
people were killed in one of the worst
outbreaks of violence in recent years.

Hasina, 76, won a fourth-straight
term in power in January in a national
election boycotted by the main opposi-
tion party.

“When arson terrorism started, the
protesting students said they were not
involved in it,” Hasina said in an address
tobusiness leaders in the capital Dhaka,
her first comments since her govern-
ment ordered a curfew late on Friday.

“We were forced to impose a curfew
to protect the lives and property of the
citizens. I never wanted it,” she said.
“We will lift the curfew whenever the
situation gets better.”

Hasina blamed the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party and the
Jamaat-e-Islami party and its student
wing for the violence that started last
week.

The parties did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment but
critics, including the BNP, have previ-
ously accused Hasina of authoritarian-
ism, human rights violations and crack-
downs on free speech and dissent -
charges her government denies.

The streets appeared calm in Dhaka
on Monday, a day after the Supreme
Court ruled in favor of an appeal from
the government against a lower court
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A man walks Monday on a partially
damaged footbridge set on fire after
violence erupted following protests by
students against government job
quotas in Dhaka.

MOHAMMAD PONIR HOSSAIN/REUTERS

order and directed that 93% of govern-
ment jobs should be open to candidates
on merit.

The ruling scaled down quotas in
state jobs previously reserved for
groups including families of freedom
fighters, women and so-called disad-
vantaged groups, cutting it to 7% from
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and guard near the parliament house in Dhaka on Monday. MUNIR UZ ZAMAN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

56%.

Experts have blamed the unrest on
stagnant job growth in the private sec-
tor and high rates of youth unemploy-
ment that have made government jobs,
with their regular wage hikes and other
privileges, more attractive.

‘48-hour ultimatum’

Late on Sunday, protesters gave the
government 48 hours to meet a string of
new demands, but most appeared to be
obeying the curfew on Monday in cities
that had seen regular demonstrations
after a high court in June reinstated the
old quotas.

Thousands were injured in protests
that turned violent last week, as securi-
ty forces fired tear gas, rubber bullets
and sound grenades to scatter the dem-
onstrators.

Tanks were seen stationed at several
places in Dhaka on Monday, while
armed security patrols directed the few
motorists who ventured out. There were
no reports of violence in the country, of-
ficials said.

The new demands from protesters
included a public apology from Hasina

for the violence, restoration of internet
connections and reopening of campus-
es.

The Anti-Discrimination Student
Movement also called for the resigna-
tion of some ministers and university
officials and the dismissal of police offi-
cers deployed in the areas where stu-
dents were killed.

“We are giving an ultimatum to the
government to fulfill our eight-point de-
mand within 48 hours,” one of the
Movement’s leaders, Hasnat Abdullah,
told reporters.

He did not say what would happen if
the government did not meet the de-
mands. The government did not imme-
diately comment.

Dhaka police said they had arrested
516 people for involvement in “destruc-
tive attacks.” Police spokesperson Faruq
Hossain said three policemen were
killed in the violence and more than
1,000 injured.

“Normalcy will return within one or
two days,” Home Minister Asaduzza-
man Khan told reporters. The govern-
ment issued a notification that extend-
ed a public holiday declared over the last
two days to Tuesday.
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Google scraps its plan to
remove cookies from Chrome

FINANCIAL MARKETS

Investors
return to
megacap
stocks

Mattel soars after buyer
interest reported

David French
REUTERS

Wall Street’s three benchmarks
ended higher on Monday as investors
returned to megacap growth stocks,
helping both the S&P 500 and Nasdaq
Composite recover from their worst
weekly performance since April.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average
was also back in positive territory,
breaking a two-session skid since hit-
ting an all-time closing high last
Wednesday.

Megacaps Alphabet, Meta Plat-
forms and Tesla all advanced between
2.2% and 5.1% after being major drags
on the market last week.

Nvidia also rose 4.8% after Reuters
reported the artificial intelligence chip
leader was working on a version of its
new flagship AI chips for the China
market that would be compliant with
current U.S. export controls.

The Information Technology index
climbed 2%, topping sectoral gainers
and snapping a four-day losing streak.

“We think this move today probably
has more to do with a rebound from
the selling that occurred last week
than anything else,” said Jason Pride,
chief of investment strategy & re-
search at Glenmede.

Chief among the other factors on
traders’ minds was a reexamination of
the state of the presidential race after
President Joe Biden announced his
withdrawal and endorsed Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris’ candidacy for the
November election on Sunday.

Biden’s exit could prompt investors
to unwind trades on bets that a victory
for Republican Donald Trump would
increase U.S. fiscal and inflationary
pressures. But some analysts said
markets could benefit from an in-
creased chance of a divided govern-
ment under the next administration.

Online betting site PredictIt showed
pricing for a victory by the former
president slipped 4 cents to 60 cents,
while climbing 12 cents for a Harris
win to 39 cents.

Trump-linked stocks were mixed
on Monday, with Trump Media &
Technology Group dropping 0.8%,
while software firm Phunware gained
4%.

Having digested the news of Biden’s
withdrawal, investors will now be
looking for answers to key questions
including who will join Harris on the
Democratic presidential ticket and to
what degree, if any, the vice president
will deviate from the platform which
Biden was headlining.

This element of uncertainty is pre-
sent alongside traders’ angst over
quarterly earnings, including from two
of the so-called Magnificent Seven
companies — Alphabet and Tesla - on
deck this week.

The results will test whether the re-
cent rally in top-tier high-momentum
stocks is tenable and if a move to un-
derperforming sectors will continue.

“We're seeing the market begin to
price in a little bit a faster set of rate
cuts, and that is leading to a bit of a
shift in leadership to favor smaller-cap
stocks and to deviate from the focus on
the largest tech companies,” said Glen-
mede’s Pride.

“Obviously today looks a little bit
different to that, but it’s still a trend in
the background.”

The S&P 500 gained 59.41 points, or
1.08%, at 5,564.41 points, while the
Nasdaq Composite climbed 280.63
points, or1.58%, t018,007.57. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average rose 127.91
points, or 0.32%, to 40,415.44.

Cybersecurity firm CrowdStrike
slumped 13.5%, extending losses after
a software update from the company
sparked Friday’s global tech outage.

Delta Air Lines dropped 3.5% after
canceling over 600 flights as it strug-
gled to restore operations after the
outage.

Verizon Communications fell 6.1%
after a second-quarter revenue miss.

Mattel Inc jumped 15.1% after Reu-
ters reported the toy maker had been
approached by buyout firm L Catterton
with an acquisition offer.

Volume on U.S. exchanges was
10.95 billion shares, compared with
the11.37 billion average for the full ses-
sion over the last 20 trading days.

Yuvraj Malik and Jeffrey Dastin
REUTERS

Google is planning to keep third-par-
ty cookies in its Chrome browser, it said
on Monday, after years of pledging to
phase out the tiny packets of code
meant to track users on the internet.

The major reversal follows concerns
from advertisers — the company’s big-
gest source of income — saying the loss
of cookies in the world’s most popular
browser will limit their ability to collect
information for personalizing ads, mak-
ing them dependent on Google’s user
databases.

The UK’s Competition and Markets
Authority had also scrutinized Google’s
plan over concerns it would impede
competition in digital advertising.

“Instead of deprecating third-party
cookies, we would introduce a new ex-
perience in Chrome that lets people
make an informed choice that applies
across their web browsing, and they’d

be able to adjust that choice at any
time,” Anthony Chavez, vice president
of the Google-backed Privacy Sandbox
initiative, said in a blog post.

Since 2019, the Alphabet unit has
been working on the Privacy Sandbox
initiative aimed at enhancing online
privacy while supporting digital busi-
nesses, with a key goal being the phase-
out of third-party cookies.

Cookies are packets of information
that allow websites and advertisers to
identify individual web surfers and
track their browsing habits, but they
can also be used for surveillance.

In the European Union, the use of
cookies is governed by the General Data
Protection Regulation, which stipulates
that publishers secure explicit consent
from users to store their cookies.

Chavez said Google was working
with regulators such as the UK’s CMA
and Information Commissioner’s Office
as well as publishers and privacy

“We would introduce a new
experience in Chrome that lets people
make an informed choice that applies
across their web browsing.”

Anthony Chavez

Vice president of the Privacy Sandbox initiative

groups on the new approach, while con-
tinuing to invest in the Privacy Sandbox
program.

The announcement drew mixed re-
actions.

“Advertising stakeholders will no
longer have to prepare to quit third-par-
ty cookies cold turkey,” eMarketer ana-
lyst Evelyn Mitchell-Wolf said in a
statement.

Lena Cohen, staff technologist at the
Electronic Frontier Foundation, said
cookies can lead to consumer harm, for
instance predatory ads that target vul-
nerable groups.

ANALYSIS

As president, Biden has pushed
aggressive economic agenda

Impact may be felt long
after his tenure ends

Howard Schneider
REUTERS

WASHINGTON - President Joe Bi-
den may not have gotten much credit
politically for the thousands of grants
and public investments his administra-
tion showered across the country, with
airport or road projects in places like
South Carolina and Wyoming unlikely
to dent former President Donald
Trump’s locked-in status in those
deeply conservative states.

It may take years, moreover, to reveal
whether what Biden attempted — jump-
starting a post-carbon energy transi-
tion, reshoring tech production,
spreading the wealth to less-prosper-
ous cities, and rebuilding degraded in-
frastructure — will pay off as his sup-
porters argue in higher productivity,
more-secure supply chains, and as a
down payment on addressing climate
change.

Critics would say the Democratic
president ran up the deficit, picked
winners in place of private markets,
overstepped on issues like student loan
forgiveness and anti-trust enforce-
ment, and stoked inflation.

Yet as Biden bowed out of his reelec-
tion bid on Sunday, neither supporters
nor opponents doubted his ambition to
be an economically transformative
president by pressing a playbook of
progressive economic ideas gestating
since the 2007-2009 financial crisis.

Biden didn’t wade into the more ag-
gressive and controversial tax ideas
some Democrats have pushed to redis-
tribute wealth and income, though that
informed ideas like boosting Internal
Revenue Service collection efforts.

But he did bring back what used to be
called “industrial policy,” rebranded it
as supply-side economics with a liberal
tilt, and tried to tackle problems he felt
were either strategic — the need to boost
domestic semiconductor production —
or moral — underwriting child care and
student loans.

Biden’s program was “big, dramatic,”
said Mark Muro, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution’s Metropolitan
Policy Program and an advocate of the
president’s focus on seeding technol-
ogy investment in areas that have fallen
behind economically.

“Biden was able to break through a
decade or more of gridlock, ‘small ball,
and skepticism about government to go
big with a major experiment with in-
vestment - in technology, green energy,
and infrastructure,” Muro said. “Run-
ning through it all has been a compel-
ling design focus on places and inclu-
sion” to spread the benefits of innova-
tion beyond traditional hubs like San
Francisco and Boston.

‘Not legacy-defining’

It was also expensive as well expan-
sive, arguably exacerbating an out-
break of inflation in 2022, was more
skeptical of globalization than the vi-
sion of Biden’s Democratic predeces-
sors, Barack Obama and Bill Clinton,
and embraced a broad view of the fed-
eral government’s role.

President Joe Biden signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which
included incentives for green energy production and electric vehicles, into law
on Nov. 15, 2021. JONATHAN ERNST/REUTERS FILE

Over a consequential first two years,
Biden pushed four major pieces of eco-
nomic legislation through Congress.

One pillar of that program, the $1 tril-
lion infrastructure bill in 2021, was
“very reasonable, the type of things you
could imagine previous presidents do-
ing,” said Michael Strain, a resident
scholar and director of economic policy
studies at the American Enterprise In-
stitute.

But “that was not legacy-defining.
What the president wanted to do was
be the next (Franklin Delano Roose-
velt), the next Lyndon Johnson,” Strain
said, referring to the Democratic presi-
dents who introduced the New Deal
and Great Society programs that great-
ly expanded government’s economic
footprint in the 1930s and ’60s.

At its worst, Strain said he regarded
Biden’s spending as “reckless,” with
government debt now equal to 6% of
national economic output, the sort of
hole usually seen during a recession.
Strain also frowned on “silly gimmicks
like student debt forgiveness” that have
expanded the border of federal help for
increasingly middle-class families.

It is hardly the dark travesty painted
by Trump, who is seeking to win back
the White House after losing the 2020
election to Biden. The unemployment
rate under Biden had its longest run be-
low 4% since the 1960s, lasting more
than two years.

‘Making a difference’

In fact Biden and Trump arguably
share one important economic trait:
The use of deficit spending to keep
growth above trend.

Trump relied on a standing Republic
playbook of tax cuts that were not off-
set with spending reductions, while Bi-
den’s was something of a new approach
for Democrats.

Biden, as Obama’s vice president,
had a ringside seat for the Democratic
president’s efforts to counter the 2007-
2009 financial crisis with programs
now considered too tepid.

The recovery from that deep reces-
sion was slow and scarring. The lesson
seemed clear: When a crisis hits, the re-
sponse should be fast and large.

That was the logic behind Biden’s
first major economic bill, the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan. Enacted
less than two months after Biden’s
Jan. 20, 2021 inauguration, it extended
many of the stimulus, unemployment
and other payments rolled out by
Trump at the outset of the COVID-19
pandemic.

While the recovery effort from the
health crisis extended past the end of
Trump’s term and was largely carried
out with bipartisan support, the net re-
sult was an unemployment rate that re-
turned to the mid-4% range in about 18
months after the pandemic-triggered
recession. By contrast, it took more
than seven years to reach that level of
joblessness after the financial crisis — a
turgid recovery that was particularly
tough for blue-collar America and
which helped fuel Trump’s rise.

Subsequent bills included the bipar-
tisan infrastructure plan, money to
boost U.S. semiconductor chip produc-
tion, and the Inflation Reduction Act,
perhaps Biden’s most controversial ini-
tiative for including incentives for
green energy production and electric
vehicles in a bill ostensibly to address
rising prices.

Some of those programs might well
be reversed if Trump wins the Nov. 5
election.

But much of what Biden set in mo-
tion is likely to endure, said Mark Zan-
di, the chief economist at Moody’s Ana-
lytics.

The country got through the pan-
demic with less economic damage than
feared, and if the cost of that was infla-
tion, the alternative could have been far
more painful in terms of chronic unem-
ployment and lost production, Zandi
said. Likewise, the investment in infra-
structure and chip production is largely
out the door.

Itisn’t on the scale of what Roosevelt
did to address the Great Depression,
Zandi said, but it mattered.

“Iview it as expansive, large, making
a difference, but in the context of tradi-
tional macroeconomic policy, not as
transformative or changing the playing
field,” he said. “We are on the same
playing field. He just played with bigger
players and more muscle.”



On Monday, airline
canceled 800-plus flights

Rajesh Kumar Singh
and David Shepardson
REUTERS

Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian on
Monday said it will take the U.S. carrier
another couple of days before its opera-
tions recover from a global cyber outage
that snarled flights around the world.

The Atlanta-based carrier has been
hit hard by the outage. It has canceled
more than 4,000 flights since Friday,
stranding thousands of customers
across the country.

By contrast, disruptions at other
major U.S. carriers had largely subsided.

On Monday, Delta had canceled more
than 800 flights, or about 21% of the
scheduled total as of 3:30 p.m. EDT, ac-
cording to data from FlightAware. It ac-
counted for about half of total flight can-
cellations.

A software update by global cyberse-
curity firm CrowdStrike triggered sys-
tem problems for Microsoft customers,
including many airlines, on Friday.

In a video message to employees on
Monday, Bastian and Chief Information
Officer Rahul Samant provided an up-
date on the situation.

Bastian said the company is working
around the clock to get its operation
back on track, but it will take another
couple of days before the worst is over.

“Today will be a better day than yes-
terday and hopefully Tuesday and
Wednesday will be that much better
again,” he said.

The company’s shares closed down
about 3.5% at $43.83.

About 60% of most critical applica-
tions that Delta uses are Microsoft Win-
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Delta Airlines canceled more than 800 flights across the U.S. on Monday,
bringing the total number of cancellations since Friday to more than 4,000.
JESSICA MCGOWAN/GETTY IMAGES

dows based, and were rendered inoper-
able early on Friday following Crowd-
Strike’s faulty Windows update, the air-
line said.

Delta’s IT teams required to manually
repair and reboot each of the affected
systems, with additional time needed
for applications to synchronize and
start communicating with each other.

But its crew tracker application -
which ensures all flights have a full crew
in the right place at the right time - is
requiring the most time and manual
support to synchronize, Delta said.

“Everything except that critical sys-
tem is up and running,” Samant said.
“And that is what we’re working on fe-
verishly.”

Customer complaints

Delta is widely respected for running
areliable operation. Analysts say its on-
time performance in terms of arrivals
and departures has helped the airline
cement its position as a premium air-
line.

The issue has left customers fuming.
Many complained that they had to wait
hours for assistance as the airline’s hel-
plines were overwhelmed. Some were
forced to rent cars to drive hundreds of
miles, while others said they would have
to wait days for new flights.

“I was very disappointed in the way
Delta handled this,” Bob Pearlman
wrote on LinkedIn. He had booked

About 60% of most
critical applications
that Delta uses are
Microsoft Windows
based, and were
rendered inoperable
early on Friday
following
CrowdStrike’s faulty
Windows update, the
airline said.

a flight from Honolulu to Salt Lake
City.
Bastian said the outage hit the airline
n “the busiest travel weekend of the
summer,” limiting its re-accommoda-
tion capabilities.

The company said its crews are fully
staffed and ready to serve our custom-
ers.

In a staff memo seen by Reuters, Del-
ta said it is “doing everything possible”
to bring stability to its staffing. It has
boosted incentive pay for pilots and
flight attendants.

“The single biggest thing you can do
to help at this point is to pick up trips in
any base,” it said in the memo, a request
for crew to volunteer for extra trips.

Transportation Secretary Pete Butti-
gieg said Sunday his office had received
hundreds of complaints about Delta’s
customer service and asked the airline
to provide prompt refunds, free rebook-
ing and timely reimbursements to cus-
tomers.
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Donna Massey mourns the loss of her daughter, Sonya, who was shot and killed by a sheriff’s deputy on July 6.
THOMAS J. TURNEY/THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER FILE

Video of Illinois deputy shooting
Black woman sparks outrage

Tyler Clifford
REUTERS

The Illinois State Police released
video on Monday of a sheriff’s deputy
killing a woman in her home this
month, revealing details of a shooting
that some likened to high-profile cases
in which law enforcement has used ex-
cessive force on Black Americans.

Sean Grayson, a white deputy who
was dismissed from the Sangamon
County Sheriff’s Office and charged
with three counts of first-degree mur-
der last week, fired three shots at the
woman, Sonya Massey, according to
the indictment. He also faces a charge
of aggravated battery and one of official
misconduct.

“Sonya’s death at the hands of a po-
lice officer reminds us that all too often
Black Americans face fears for their
safety in ways many of the rest of us do
not,” President Joe Biden said in a
statement on Monday.

“Icommend the actions taken by the
Springfield State’s Attorney’s office.
While we wait for the case to be prose-
cuted, let us pray to comfort the griev-

ing,” he said, calling on lawmakers to
pass a stalled police reform bill named
after George Floyd, who was choked to
death by a white officer in 2020.

Grayson, 30, and the second officer
were called to Massey’s home in
Springfield, about 200 miles outside of
Chicago, toinvestigate a report of a sus-
pected “prowler” on July 6 at12:50 a.m.,
according to the indictment.

The video, recorded by cameras
worn by the officers, shows Massey, 36,
in her kitchen removing a pot of boiling
water from the stove at their request. As
she was doing so, the accompanying of-
ficer, who has not been named, backed
out of the kitchen into the living room.
He said he wanted to put distance be-
tween himself and the boiling water.

Massey then said: “I rebuke you in
the name of Jesus,” after which Grayson
aimed his gun at her and threatened to
shoot her in the face.

As Grayson instructed her to drop
the pot, Massey said, “I'm sorry” and
began to duck. Grayson again instruct-
ed her to drop the pot. The second offi-
cer then drew his firearm.

During this exchange, Massey made

no apparent verbal threats nor any
movement in the officers’ direction.

Grayson made two steps toward the
kitchen, yelled at her to drop the pot
again and began shooting. He then
alerted his superiors that he had shot
Massey in the face and turned on his
body camera. The entire incident was
caught on the second officer’s camera.

The second deputy began rendering
aid to Massey two minutes and six sec-
onds after she was shot.

“It is shocking. I mean, every part of
the video,” Ben Crump, a prominent civ-
il rights attorney who is representing
Massey’s family, said at a briefing.

Crump said Massey may have ap-
peared to have mental health issues,
but the officer was not justified in using
deadly force. The video shows she was
neither aggressive nor threatening to
the officers, he said.

“Just imagine if there wasn’t a video,
what the narrative would have been,”
Crump said.

Grayson’s attorney, Daniel Fultz, did
not immediately respond to a request
for comment. The defendant was jailed
until his next court date on Aug. 26.

Judge tosses
defamation
lawsuit
against Fox

Mike Scarcella
REUTERS

Fox News Media and its parent Fox
Corp won a ruling on Monday dismiss-
ing a lawsuit by a former Biden ad-
ministration official who accused the
media giant of defaming her as a pro-
ponent of censorship.

Chief U.S. District Judge Colm Con-
nolly in Delaware ruled that Nina Jan-
kowicz, who resigned from her U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
post in May 2022, could not back up
her defamation claims.

Jankowicz sued Fox last year,
claiming she was forced to resign from
the Disinformation Governance Board
as a result of the company’s broad-
casts. She said Fox had “intentionally
trafficked in malicious falsehoods to
pad its profits.” Fox denied the claims.

Fox News Media said in a statement
on Monday that it was pleased with
the decision, calling the case “a politi-
cally motivated lawsuit aimed at si-
lencing free speech.”

Lawyers for Jankowicz said they
disagreed with the order and would
appeal.

The Disinformation Governance
Board quickly drew criticism from
conservative critics of President Joe
Biden and others after it was formed in
2022. The administration suspended
the board’s work in May 2022, and it
was dissolved later that year.

Connolly’s ruling said most of the
Fox News statements at issue in the
lawsuit were aimed at the board, not at
Jankowicz directly. The judge also said
viewers would likely have understood
the statements at issue to be protected
opinion.

“It is undisputed that from the time
its existence was announced by DHS,
the Disinformation Governance Board
was a hypercharged subject of political
debate,” Connolly wrote.

Connolly also said the board’s ob-
jective “is fairly characterized as a
form of censorship.”

Last year, Fox Corp agreed to pay
$787.5 million to settle a defamation
lawsuit by Dominion Voting Systems
that said Fox News broadcast false
claims that the company’s voting ma-
chines were involved in a conspiracy
to rig the 2020 U.S. presidential elec-
tion.

Fox, as part of the settlement, said it
acknowledged “the court’s rulings
finding certain claims about Dominion
to be false.”
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Senator to preside over
Netanyahu speech in US

VP Hatrris to be on
road Wednesday

Patricia Zengerle
REUTERS

WASHINGTON - The leader of the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee will preside over Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s speech to
Congress on Wednesday, Senate aides
said, as Vice President Kamala Harris
will be traveling outside Washington.

The vice president, who serves as
president of the Senate, was scheduled
to be in Indiana on Wednesday. An aide
said she would meet with Netanyahu
separately this week.

Sen. Ben Cardin, the committee’s
Democratic chairperson, will be presid-
ing, an aide said on Monday. Democrat-
ic Sen. Patty Murray, who as president

pro tempore normally
would preside in the ab-
sence of Harris, said she
was not attending Netan-
yahu’s address.

“Securing a lasting,
mutual ceasefire is of the
utmost importance right
now, and I will continue
to push for one to be reached as soon as
possible,” Murray said in a statement.

She added that she hoped Netanyahu
would use his speech to address how he
plans to secure a cease-fire and lasting
peace.

Murray is one of a few members of
Congress saying they will skip the ad-
dress. Sen. Bernie Sanders, an indepen-
dent who caucuses with Democrats,
said Netanyahu should not be wel-
comed into Congress and in a statement
harshly criticized his “war machine.”

Netanyahu’s visit to Washington to
address Congress was orchestrated by

-
SN
Cardin

the legislature’s Republican leaders,
who have accused President Joe Bi-
den, a Democrat, of showing insuffi-
cient support for Israel, despite the bil-
lions of dollars in U.S. assistance sent
during its war in Gaza.

The Israeli leader traveled to Wash-
ington on Monday, a day after Biden
announced he would end his cam-
paign for reelection, making Harris the
leading contender to be the Democrat-
ic nominee. Former President Donald
Trump, the Republican nominee for
president in the Nov. 5 election, forged
a close relationship with Netanyahu
during his presidency.

Israel has been criticized interna-
tionally over its campaign in Gaza,
which Gaza health authorities say has
killed almost 39,000 Palestinians, as
well as the expansion of settlement
building in the occupied West Bank
and Jewish settlers’” attacks on Pales-
tinians.

Iraq wants to see drawdown
of US-led forces in September

Formal end to coalition’s
work expected in 2025

Timour Azhari and Ahmed Rasheed
REUTERS

BAGHDAD - Iraq wants troops from
a U.S.-led military coalition to begin
withdrawing in September and to for-
mally end the coalition’s work by Sep-
tember 2025, four Iraqi sources said,
with some U.S. forces likely to remain in
a newly negotiated advisory capacity.

The Iraqi position is being discussed
with U.S. officials in Washington this
week at a security summit and there is
no formal agreement on ending the co-
alition or any associated timetable yet,
the Iraqi sources and U.S officials said.

U.S. State Department spokesperson
Mathew Miller told a news briefing that
both sides were meeting in Washington
this week to determine how to transi-
tion the U.S.-led coalition’s mission
based on the threat posed by Islamic
State, adding he had no further details.

U.S.-led forces invaded Iraq in 2003,
toppled former leader Saddam Hussein
and then withdrew in 2011, only to re-
turn in 2014 to fight Islamic State at the
head of the coalition.

The U.S. currently has around 2,500
troops in Iraq at the head of a more than
80-member coalition that was formed
in 2014 to repel Islamic State as it ram-
paged across Iraq and Syria.

They are housed at three main bases,
one in Baghdad, one in western Anbar
province and another in the northern
Kurdistan region.

It is unclear how many troops would
leave under a deal, with Iraqi sources
saying they expected most to eventually
depart but U.S. officials saying many
may remain under a newly negotiated

U.S. soldiers are seen during a handover ce

20 )
remony of a military base to Iraqi

security forces near Baghdad on Aug. 23, 2020. THAIER AL-SUDANI/REUTERS FILE

advise and assist mission.

U.S. officials are keen to have some
military footprint in Iraq on a bilateral
basis, in part to help support its pres-
ence across the border in Syria, where it
has around 900 troops.

The issue is highly politicized, with
mainly Iran-aligned Iraqi political fac-
tions looking to show that they are
pushing out the country’s one-time oc-
cupier again, while U.S. officials want to
avoid giving Iran and its allies a win.

There are also concerns about Islam-
ic State’s ability to regroup.

Thejihadist group was declared terri-
torially defeated in Iraq in 2017 and in
Syria in 2019 but still carries out attacks
in both countries and is on track to dou-
ble its attacks in Syria this year com-
pared to 2023, the U.S. military said.

The group and its affiliates have also

in recent months carried out attacks in
Iran and Russia, as well as in Oman
last week for the first time.

While the coalition’s mission is to
advise and assist Iraqi forces in the
fight against the Islamic State, West-
ern officials say the U.S. and its allies
also see its presence in Iraq as a check
on Iranian influence.

Washington and Baghdad initiated
talks on the future of the coalition in
January amid tit-for-tat attacks be-
tween Iran-backed Shi'ite Muslim
armed groups and U.S. forces sparked
by the Israel-Hamas watr.

An agreement to draw down the co-
alition could be a political win for
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani, who has been under pressure
from Iran-aligned factions to push out
U.S. forces.

US envoy to United Nations
announces $60M in Haiti aid

Michelle Nichols and
Daphne Psaledakis
REUTERS

UNITED NATIONS/WASHINGTON —
The U.S. envoy to the United Nations
announced tens of millions of dollars in
aid for Haiti during a visit a month after
the first contingent of Kenyan police ar-
rived as part of an international security
mission aimed at tackling gang vio-
lence.

The $60 million in humanitarian as-
sistance announced by Ambassador
Linda Thomas-Greenfield while in Haiti
will support the country’s people and
alleviate suffering caused by gang vio-
lence, according to a statement. It will
fill critical gaps in nutrition, food securi-
ty and shelter and improve water and
sanitation services, among other sup-
port.

The U.S., through the Department of
Defense, also will provide a “significant
number” of mine-resistant ambush-
protected vehicles to the international
security mission. The State Department
also intends to procure additional ar-
mored vehicles to assist mission

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations
Linda Thomas-Greenfield met with the
transition council and Prime Minister
Garry Conille on Monday.

ROBERTO SCHMIDT/POOL VIA REUTERS

personnel, according to the statement.

Gang wars have displaced more than
578,000 Haitians, while nearly 5 million
- almost half the population of 11.7 mil-
lion - are facing acute hunger, with 1.6
million of those people at risk of starva-
tion, the United Nations says.

Armed gangs, which now control
most of the capital Port-au-Prince, have
formed a broad alliance while carrying
out widespread Kkillings, ransom

kidnappings and sexual violence. The
U.N. has said that between January
and August 2023, rape cases increased
by 49% compared with the same peri-
od in 2022.

Some 200 Kenyan police arrived in
Haiti late last month as part of the
long-delayed multinational security
support mission to help national po-
lice fight the armed gangs. The full
force is set to number over 2,500, but it
remains unclear when additional
members could arrive and funding has
lagged far behind requirements.

The U.N. Security Council autho-
rized the force in October 2023, a year
after Haiti’s previous government
asked for help. The United States has
provided some $300 million for the
mission, which is not a U.N. peace-
keeping operation.

Thomas-Greenfield during her visit
on Monday met with the transition
council and Prime Minister Garry Co-
nille. S

he also toured the international se-
curity mission’s life support area, ac-
cording to a pool reporter traveling
with the ambassador.

IN BRIEF

Senate panel takes step toward
possible Menendez expulsion

The U.S. Senate Ethics Committee
told Sen. Bob Menendez, who was con-
victed of corruption last week, that it
has taken the first step of a review that
could end in his expulsion, the heads
of the panel said on Monday.

“The Committee anticipates com-
pleting the adjudicatory review
promptly,” Democratic Chairman
Chris Coons and Republican Vice
Chairman James Lankford said in the
statement.

Menendez has remained defiant in
the face of calls for his resignation, in-
cluding from the governor of New Jer-
sey, his home state, and Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer, after he
was convicted on 16 criminal counts
including bribery in federal court in
New York. Menendez, who has repre-
sented New Jersey in the U.S. Senate
since 2006, has said he will appeal the
verdict.

Menendez and his wife accepted
cash, gold bars and car and mortgage
payments as bribes from three busi-
nessmen in exchange for steering bil-
lions of dollars in U.S. aid to Egypt,
where one of the businessmen had ties
to government officials.

Menendez, a Democrat, is running
for reelection as an independent. His
party has nominated U.S. Rep. Andy
Kim to fill his seat in November.

Hunter Biden’s criminal tax trial
to begin Sept. 9, judge says

The criminal tax trial for President
Joe Biden’s son Hunter will begin on
Sept. 9, the federal judge presiding
over the case said in a filing Monday.

The Department of Justice charged
Hunter Biden in December with failing
to pay $14 million in taxes between
2016 and 2019, while allegedly spend-
ing millions of dollars on drugs, es-
corts, exotic cars and other big-ticket
items.

Hunter Biden has pleaded guilty to
the charges. In June, he was convicted
by a federal jury in Delaware on sep-
arate charges of lying about his illegal
drug use to buy a gun. That made him
the first child of a sitting U.S. president
to be convicted of a crime.

Kentucky man charged
with federal hate crime

A Kentucky man was arrested and
charged with a federal hate crime for
threatening a Palestinian American
man with a loaded gun, the U.S. Jus-
tice Department said on Monday, in a
step welcomed by advocates docu-
menting rising Islamophobia.

The Justice Department said the in-
cident occurred at the end of March,
giving no further details. It identified
the suspect as Melvin P. Litteral IIl and
the victim only by his initials, O.S.

The indictment also included a
weapons charge.

“Melvin P. Litteral IIT used force or
the threat of force to intimidate and in-
terfere with the victim - a Palestinian
American man and practicing Muslim
identified in the indictment by the ini-
tials O.S. —because of 0.S.’s race, color,
religion and/or national origin, and be-
cause O.S. was enjoying the goods,
services and facilities of a local restau-
rant,” the Justice Department said.

Other recent alarming U.S. inci-
dents include the fatal October stab-
bing of a 6-year-old Palestinian-Amer-
ican child in Illinois, the February
stabbing of a Palestinian-American
man in Texas, the November shooting
of three students of Palestinian de-
scent in Vermont and the attempted
drowning of a 3-year-old Palestinian-
American girl in May.

Canadian police charge 2 men
with threatening Trudeau, others

Royal Canadian Mounted Police
said on Monday they charged two Al-
berta men with uttering threats
against Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and other Canadian political leaders.

Police said one person allegedly
posted threats on May 10 on social
media platform X to kill Trudeau and
another posted threats on YouTube on
June 7 to kill Trudeau, Deputy Prime
Minister Chrystia Freeland and New
Democratic Party Leader Jagmeet
Singh.

A 23-year-old Calgary man was
charged with one count of uttering
threats and a 67-year-old Edmonton
man with three counts of uttering
threats. Each is scheduled to appear in
court this week.

Following the assassination at-
tempt against U.S. presidential candi-
date Donald Trump earlier this month,
Canada’s Public Safety Minister Do-
minic Leblanc said Canadian security
and law enforcement officials were ex-
ercising increased vigilance.

Reuters
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Former AG Holder to vet
potential running mates

Involvement likely
to reassure Dems

Jeff Mason and Jarrett Renshaw
REUTERS

Former Attorney General Eric Holder
and his law firm, Covington & Burling
LLP, will conduct vetting of potential
running mates for Vice President Kama-
la Harris’ campaign for the U.S. presi-
dency, according to two sources familiar
with the matter.

Harris is running for the Democratic
presidential nomination after President
Joe Biden announced on Sunday he was
stepping aside.

A campaign spokesperson for Harris
declined to comment.

Holder did not respond to a request
for comment.

Harris is aiming to wrap up the Dem-
ocratic nomination in the coming days
and the selection of a running mate is
one of the most important early deci-
sions she can make.

Biden selected her as his running
mate in 2020 and said in his letter an-
nouncing his candidacy withdrawal on
Sunday that it was the best decision he
had made.

Holder served as attorney general for
President Barack Obama for six years
and was the first African American to
hold the country’s top law enforcement
job.

His involvement in the vetting proc-
ess may reassure Democrats that a
longtime political and legal hand is
helping to ensure Harris’ pick, should
she win the nomination, is free of major
conflicts.

Any choice needs also to be suited to

Eric Holder served as attorney general for President Barack Obama for six years
and was the first African American to hold the country’s top law enforcement

job. YURI GRIPAS/REUTERS FILE

help her beat Republican Donald Trump
and potentially to assume the presiden-
cy some day if she were to triumph in
November but then at some point be un-
able to complete her duties.

Potential names that have been float-
ed as possible running mates for Harris
include Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Sha-
piro, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer,
U.S. Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona, Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear, and North
Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper.

Holder is a civil rights advocate and
chairs the National Democratic Redis-

tricting Committee, which works to
oppose Republican gerrymandering —
efforts by politicians to redraw voting
maps in U.S. states to give their party
an advantage.

The group argues that Republicans
have used the power of “redistricting”
to disenfranchise voters, especially
people of color.

Harris is also a voting rights advo-
cate and took on that issue as one of
her portfolios when she first became
Biden's vice president, but her efforts
did not lead to major reforms.

Running mate

Continued from Page 1NN
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear

Beshear has carved a
successful political ca-
reer in a heavily Republi-
can state that voted for
Republican Donald
Trump by a margin of
more than 25 percentage
points in 2020.

He has touted his record of bringing
jobs to Kentucky, supporting public
education and expanding healthcare
access. As governor, he has vetoed legis-
lation banning abortions and gender-
affirming care for transgender youth, al-
though the vetoes were overridden by
the Republican-dominated legislature.

Beshear endorsed Harris on Monday,
saying she could help the country “move
on to something better” for America.

Asked if he would consider the vice
presidency, he told MSNBC that he
loved serving his state but added: “The
only way I would consider something
other than this current job is if I believed
I could further help my people and to
help this country.”

Beshear

Transportation Secretary
Pete Buttigieg

Buttigieg built a strong
fan base among Demo-
cratic voters during his
2020 primary run against
both Biden and Harris,
winning the first-in-the-
nation Iowa caucus.

Seen as a polished de-
fender of Biden policies, Buttigieg later
endorsed Biden and was picked to join
the incoming administration’s Cabinet
in 2021. The former South Bend, Indi-
ana, mayor also has deep ties in Michi-
gan, a critical state for Democrats in No-
vember.

On Sunday, Buttigieg backed Harris’
candidacy, saying “Harris is now the
right person to take up the torch, defeat
Donald Trump and succeed Joe Biden ...
I will do all that I can to help her win.”

2w
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Buttigieg

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper

Cooper has won praise from Demo-
crats for his strong focus on economic
development and his ability to win rela-
tively strong approval ratings in a politi-
cally competitive state that leans Re-
publican and voted for Trump in both

2016 and 2020.

“If you want a nomi-
nee who can put Donald
Trump’s destruction of
Roe at center stage, if you
want a nominee who ac-
tually prosecuted crimi-
nals like Donald Trump,
and if you want a nominee who can put
Trump’s age and fitness in the forefront,
Kamala Harris is the person,” Cooper
told MSNBC on Monday, one day after
speaking with Harris and announcing
his endorsement.

b

Cooper

Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly

Kelly is well liked
among Democratic Party
elites for striking a rela-
tively moderate tone in a
hotly contested state that
traditionally has favored
Republicans, but which
Biden won in 2020. A for-
mer U.S. Navy captain and astronaut,
Kelly is also the husband of former Ariz.
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, who was seri-
ously wounded in a 2011 shooting. Gun
violence is a major campaign issue for
Democrats.

“I couldn't be more confident that
Vice President @KamalaHarris is the
right person to defeat Donald Trump
and lead our country into the future. She
has my support for the nomination, and
Gabby and I will do everything we can to
elect her President of the United States,”
Kelly wrote in an X post on Sunday, re-
ferring to his wife.

Kelly

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro

Shapiro took office
just last year but is al-
§ readyseenasarising star
\ for the party nationally.
Trained as a lawyer, he
« served as the state’s at-

torney general, a legal

background that is simi-
lar to Harris’ own as a prosecutor. He has
a long history of winning elections
against Republicans in a state that
Democrats believe they must win to se-
cure the election in November.

Shapiro and Harris spoke on Sunday,
according to a source familiar with the
matter.

“I've known Kamala Harris for nearly
two decades — we’ve both been prose-
cutors, we’ve both stood up for the rule
of law, we’ve both fought for the people
and delivered results. Kamala Harris is a
patriot worthy of our support,” he said
in a statement, adding that she would

?
Shapiro

“perfect our union, protect democracy
and advance real freedom.”

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker

Pritzker has proven a
major force in the party,
tapping his own finan-
cial resources linked to
Hyatt Hotels to help Bi-
den’s campaign effort
and to stand up the
Democratic = National
Convention in Chicago next month.
While Illinois leans heavily Democrat-
ic, neighboring Wisconsin is one of the
biggest prizes in the 2024 election.

Endorsing Harris on Monday, Pritz-
ker said the two had spoken and that
he felt it was important for the U.S. to
elect a woman as president.

“Harris has proven, at every point in
her career, that she possesses the
skills, strength, and character to lead
this country and the vision to better
the lives of all Americans ... she repre-
sents our party’s best chance to defeat
Donald Trump,” he said.

Pritzker

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer

Whitmer has built a
strong base in the close-
ly contested state of
Michigan, running on a
platform of straight talk
and kitchen-table is-
sues.

She attracted Biden’s
attention in 2020, being vetted as a
possible running mate before Biden
picked Harris. She was a top supporter
of and spokesperson for Biden’s re-
election bid.

A Harris-Whitmer ticket would be
the first all-woman ticket for a major
U.S. political party — a potential bonus
in an election where women’s repro-
ductive rights are a top issue, if such a
pairing could surmount any sexism.

Whimter endorsed Harris in a post
on X on Monday and said she will serve
as co-chair of Harris’ campaign. She
told CBS affiliate WLNS that she would
not take the vice presidential post if
offered it, saying “I am not leaving
Michigan.”

Harris will focus on lowering costs
for Michigan voters, “restoring their
freedoms, bringing jobs and supply
chains back home from overseas, and
building an economy that works for
working people,” Whitmer said in a
separate statement.

“We cannot let Donald Trump any-
where near the White House. Let’s go!”

Whitmer

Kremlin
cautious
in Harris
reaction

Russia says it has
different priorities

Guy Faulconbridge
and Dmitry Antonov
REUTERS

MOSCOW - The Kremlin on Mon-
day was cautious about the possibility
of Kamala Harris’s U.S. presidential
candidacy, saying that the vice presi-
dent had made no discernable contri-
bution to relations with Moscow be-
yond some unfriendly rhetoric.

U.S. President Biden abandoned his
reelection bid on Sunday under grow-
ing pressure from his fellow Demo-
crats and endorsed Vice President
Harris as the party’s candidate to face
Republican Donald Trump in the No-
vember election.

Asked if Russia was surprised by Bi-
den’s move, Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said that events in the Unit-
ed States over recent years had taught
Moscow not to be surprised by any-

thing and that in any
; case Russia had differ-
[ﬁ“ ent priorities.

¢ ! “In  recent years,

N -, what has been happen-
‘ ing in the United States

has taught us not to be
surprised by anything,”
Peskov told reporters.

“We were not very surprised.”

For Russia, Peskov said, the priority
was achieving the goals of what Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin calls the special
military operation in Ukraine. Russia
invaded Ukraine in February 2022.

The Kremlin was unable to assess
what a Harris candidacy would mean
for relations because Moscow had so
far noticed no contribution at all from
Harris to those relations besides some
instances of unfriendly rhetoric, Pes-
kov said.

“At the moment, we cannot assess
the potential candidacy of Ms. Harris
from the point of view of our bilateral
relations because so far her contribu-
tion to our bilateral relations has not
been noticed,” Peskov said.

“There were statements that were
replete with rhetoric quite unfriendly
towards our country, but her actions in
relations to bilateral relations come
under neither a plus nor a minus sign.”

Harris has repeatedly voiced sup-
port for Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy and accused Russia of
waging a “barbaric and inhumane”
war. Asked if Putin and Harris had ever
met or had any contacts, Peskov said:
“To be honest, I can’t remember a sin-
gle contact between President Putin
and Ms. Harris.”

‘Bush legs’

Before Biden’s exit from the race,
Putin said several times that he felt Bi-
den was preferable as the future U.S.
president to Donald Trump for Russia,
even after Biden cast the Kremlin chief
as a “crazy SOB,” though some of his
remarks have been ambiguous.

Russian state television led news
bulletins with the news of Biden leav-
ing the election race and Biden’s sup-
port for Harris, though it said it was
unclear if Harris would earn the Dem-
ocratic nomination.

On the streets of Moscow, some
said that U.S. politics never produced
anything good for Russians, other than
the supply of U.S. chicken legs as the
Soviet Union collapsed.

“What does it matter to us whether
it is Harris, Trump, Biden or (George)
Bush?” Andrei Popkov, a 52-year-old
programmer, told Reuters in the shad-
ow of the Bolshoi Theater in central
Moscow.

“Did we ever have anything good
other than chicken legs?” he said. The
so called “nozhki Busha,” or “Bush
legs,” were supplied to Russia after a
deal between Mikhail Gorbachev and
George HW. Bush.

But others expressed guarded
hopes that a change of leader in the
U.S. could lead to better ties and said
that it was time for Biden to leave.

“It is possible to stop the supply of
weapons to Ukraine and, perhaps, the
war will stop then,” said Alla Goreva-
nova, a 57-year-old. “This is my hope.”
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Hollywood
donors drop
‘Dembargo’

Celebrities line
up behind Harris

Lisa Richwine and Dawn
Chmielewski and Danielle Broadway
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES - A Hollywood
“Dembargo” on political donations
has ended, as key fundraisers and ce-
lebrities from rapper Cardi B to Oscar
winner Jamie Lee Curtis and TV pro-
ducer Shonda Rhimes endorsed Ka-
mala Harris as the next Democratic
nominee for U.S. president.

Relief and excitement spread
across Los Angeles, the world’s film
and television capital and an impor-
tant source of Democrats’ campaign
funds, following President Joe Bi-
den’s decision to end his reelection
campaign on Sunday.

“Lost” producer Damon Lindelof
said he had halted what he called a
“Dembargo,” a call for Hollywood
backers to stop donating money to
Democrats after Biden’s disastrous
debate performance in June.

Lindelof, writing on Instagram,
said he felt “profound relief, gratitude
...and then, for the first time, genuine
EXCITEMENT for the election ahead”
after Biden’s withdrawal.

“Suffice to say, the DEMBARGO is
lifted. And here. We.
GOO0O00000000!” Lindelof added.

Hollywood often is described as
an “ATM for Democrats.” A June
fundraiser hosted by actors George
Clooney and Julia Roberts raised
more than $30 million in what the Bi-
den campaign said was the largest
Democratic fundraiser in history.

But after Biden’s halting perfor-
mance at the June 27 presidential de-
bate against Republican candidate
Donald Trump, Clooney and others
publicly called for the president to
end his campaign.

Lindelof did not back a particular
Democratic candidate, but others in
Hollywood threw their support be-
hind Harris.

“We are all in for Kamala Harris!
Started to work on her behalf the mo-
ment she announced,” Andy Spahn, a
Democratic fundraiser in Hollywood
and president of consulting firm
Gonring, Lin, Spahn, said via email.

‘Ym with her’

Disney heiress Abigail Disney,
who had called on Biden to drop out,
told CNBC she was resuming her do-
nations to Democrats and that she
thought Harris would be an excellent
candidate.

“I'm with her,” actor Bradley Whit-
ford, who played a fictional White
House staffer on “The West Wing” TV
show, wrote on X, next to a picture of
himself with his arm around Harris.

Curtis, recent Oscar winner for
“Everything Everywhere All At Once,”
said she supported Biden’s decision
to endorse Harris. Singer Barbra
Streisand said Harris “will continue
Joe Biden’s work and will be a great
president.”

Sherry Bebitch Jeffe, a political
analyst and co-host of the podcast
“Inside Golden State Politics,” said
she expected Harris to receive strong
financial support from Hollywood.
One reason is that her husband, for-
mer entertainment lawyer Doug Em-
hoff, “is very well-liked and respect-
ed” in the industry.

“Abbott Elementary” actor Sheryl
Lee Ralph posted a photo of herself
beside Harris. “When she wins, we
win!” Ralph wrote.

“When (Kamala Harris) wins, we
win!” actor Sheryl Lee Ralph, left,
pictured with Jamie Lee Curtis,
wrote. MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS FILE

The Harris campaign aims to secure commitments from a majority of the nearly 4,000 Democratic delegates to next
month’s Democratic Party convention by Wednesday evening, sources told Reuters. ERIN SCHAFF/POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Harris
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Harris, building Democratic backing
for her sudden presidential run, rallied
supporters on Monday with a debut
campaign speech vowing to go after Re-
publican nominee Donald Trump like
the courtroom prosecutor she once was.

“I took on perpetrators of all kinds.
Predators who abused women, fraud-
sters who ripped off consumers, cheat-
ers who broke the rules for their own
gain,” Harris told campaign workers. “So
hear me when I say I know Donald
Trump’s type. In this campaign, I will
proudly, I will proudly put my record
against his,” said Harris, who was attor-
ney general of California and a U.S. sen-
ator before serving as Biden’s vice presi-
dent.

Trump is due to be sentenced in Sep-
tember after having been found guilty of
falsifying business records to hide hush
money payments to an adult film actor.
He also faces criminal charges related to
his efforts to overturn Biden’s 2020 vic-
tory. He falsely claims he lost in 2020
because of election fraud.

Biden, 81, who pulled out of the race
on Sunday amid questions about his age
and health, called into Harris’ campaign
event in Wilmington, Delaware. Recov-
ering from COVID-19 at his home in Re-
hoboth Beach, he sounded hoarse but
appreciative of his vice president.

Biden said he thought he had made
the right decision by dropping out. The
oldest person ever to occupy the Oval
Office, Biden said on Sunday he would
remain in the presidency until his term
ends on Jan. 20, 2025.

Harris, 59, outlined a series of poli-
cies she promised to pursue including
signing laws to protect abortion rights
and ban assault rifles and said she
would make rebuilding the middle class
the focus of her presidency.

Within minutes of receiving Biden’s
backing on Sunday, Harris began con-
solidating Democratic support for her
presidential bid, securing commitments
from hundreds of convention delegates,
announcing a massive fundraising haul
and earning endorsements from top
party figures.

These included former House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., who has re-
mained influential since stepping down
as the party’s leader in the House in
2022. The AFL-CIO labor union federa-
tion, which represents 12.5 million
workers, said on Monday it had also en-
dorsed Harris for president.

Harris’ campaign said it raised
$81 million in the 24 hours following Bi-
den’s exit, the most for a single day in
the 2024 campaign for either party.

Virtually all of the prominent Demo-
crats who had been seen as potential
challengers to Harris have declared sup-
port for her, including Govs. Gretchen
Whitmer of Michigan, Gavin Newsom of
California and Andy Beshear of Ken-
tucky. Whitmer, in a post Monday on X,
said she would serve as co-chair of Har-
ris’ campaign.

Biden’s departure was the latest
shock to a White House race that in-
cluded his disastrous June 27 debate
performance against former President
Trump and the July 13 near-assassina-
tion of Trump by a gunman during a
Pennsylvania campaign stop.

President Joe Biden called in Monday as Harris met with her campaign staff in
Wilmington, Del. “I watching you, kid,” he said. YVES HERMAN/REUTERS FILE

Biden says he will support
Harris however he can

President Joe Biden dropped in by
conference call as Vice President
Kamala Harris met with her full
campaign staff Monday evening for the
first time since taking the torch from
Biden as the likely Democratic
presidential nominee

“l watching you, kid. I’'m watching you,
kid,” 81-year-year-old Biden told Harris,
59, before she delivered remarks to her
campaign staff — which was previously
Biden’s campaign staff - at the
campaign’s headquarters in
Wilmington. Del. “I love ya.”

In remarks that lasted about 20
minutes, Harris praised Biden’s
accomplishments as “unmatched in
modern history.”

“l know it’s been a roller-coaster, and
we're all filled with so many mixed
emotions about this,” Harris said. “I just
have to say: | love Joe Biden. | love Joe
Biden.”

Harris announced that she retained Jen
O’Malley Dillon, who served as chair of
the Biden campaign, to lead her
presidential campaign. She said Biden’s
campaign manager, Julie Chavez
Rodriguez, will remain in her role as
well.

Joey Garrison, USA TODAY

Harris lauded Biden for his service to
the country. At a White House event to
honor college athletes earlier on Mon-
day, she said: “Joe Biden’s legacy over
the last three years is unmatched in
modern history.”

Harris will travel on Tuesday to Mil-
waukee, which last week hosted a Re-
publican National Convention that of-
fered a stark display of Trump’s domi-
nance over his party.

New generation

Harris, who is Black and Asian Amer-
ican, would fashion an entirely new dy-
namic with Trump, 78, offering a vivid
generational and cultural contrast.

The Trump campaign has been pre-
paring for her possible rise for weeks,

sources told Reuters. It sent out a de-
tailed critique of her record on immigra-
tion and other issues on Monday, accus-
ing her of being more liberal than Biden.

It alleged that Harris favored abolish-
ing the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency and decriminaliz-
ing border crossings, backed the so-
called Green New Deal, supported the
administration’s electric vehicle man-
dates and encouraged “defund the po-
lice” efforts.

Some of those were positions Harris
adopted as an unsuccessful presiden-
tial candidate in the 2020 election when
she was running on a more liberal agen-
dathan Biden but were not ones that the
administration assumed, particularly
with regard to border security and law
enforcement issues.

Eric Holder, who was U.S. attorney
general in the Barack Obama admini-
stration, and his law firm Covington &
Burling LLP will conduct the vetting of
Harris’ potential running mates, accord-
ing to two sources familiar with the mat-
ter.

Trump, whose false claims that his
2020 loss to Biden was the result of
fraud inspired the Jan. 6, 2021, assault
on the U.S. Capitol, on Monday ques-
tioned Democrats’ right to change can-
didates.

At a rally Monday for Trump’s run-
ning mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, Ohio
state Sen. George Lang called for civil
war to save the country if Trump didn’t
win the November election. Lang later
said on X that he regretted the remarks.
“We should all be mindful of what is said
at political events, myself included,” he
wrote.

Harris is expected to stick largely to
Biden’s foreign policy playbook on such
issues as China, Iran and Ukraine, but
could strike a tougher tone with Israel
over the Gaza war if she wins the No-
vember election.

Most public opinion polls conducted
before Biden dropped out did not find
that Harris performed better statistical-
ly against Trump than Biden had.

Biden has not been seen in public
since testing positive for COVID-19. He
plans to return to Washington, D.C., on
Tuesday and is expected to meet Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Thursday, a U.S. official said Monday.

Contributing: Reuters
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VP SEEKS NOMINATION

Opting for unity over chaos, uncertainty

Y

Harris takes torch
of Democratic Party

Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. - Vice
President Kamala Harris effectively
locked up the Democratic nomination
for president just one day after Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s stunning exit from the
2024 election upended the race for the
White House.

For three weeks, Biden had remained
defiant amid a chorus of Democratic de-
tractors calling for him to step aside fol-
lowing his disastrous June 27 debate
performance against former President
Donald Trump.

But Biden finally gave in over the
weekend, issuing a letter Sunday ad-
dressed to Americans saying “it is in the
best interest of my party and my coun-
try for me to stand down.” Harris moved
quickly over the next 24 hours to take
the torch, securing support across the
Democratic Party that makes her nomi-
nation close to inevitable.

Why Biden bowed out
- no explanation necessary

Biden did not explicitly say in his let-
ter why he ended his campaign, but an
explanation wasn’t necessary.

His decision followed intense pres-
sure from Democratic leaders - Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y.; House Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries, D-NY.; and former House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. - sound-
ing the alarm privately to him that his
path to beat Trump in the general elec-
tion had vanished and his candidacy
threatened to doom Democratic
chances in House and Senate races

Biden had long dismissed polls that
showed him losing to Trump. Had the
president dug in further, he would have
risked inviting Pelosi and others to go
public with concerns they had kept pri-
vate, adding to the 35 congressional
Democrats who had already called for
Biden to step aside.

While self-isolating at his home in
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, Biden hud-
dled Saturday night with two of his top
White House advisers, Steve Ricchetti
and Mike Donilon, who supplied the
president with his campaign’s own polls
showing Biden’s chances to beat Trump
were gone, according to reporting by
Politico.

Biden made his decision to exit that
night, notified a larger number of top
White House aides early Sunday after-
noon and posted his withdrawal letter
on X at1:46 p.m. EDT. Biden is expected
to give an address later this week.

Harris quickly clears field
for Democratic nomination

By Monday morning, Harris quickly
coalesced support of the majority of the
Democratic Party, likely ending the pos-
sibility of a contested Democratic Con-
vention next month.

Biden endorsed Harris minutes after
announcing his exit, clearing the way
for his pledged delegates in states
across the country to shift their support
to Harris. Tennessee’s 77 Democratic
National Committee delegates became
the first state to pledge support to

.

Shortly after Kamala Harris confirmed her intention to seek the Democratic
nomination, the Biden campaign headquarters morphed into the Harris
campaign headquarters. ANDREW HARNIK/GETTY IMAGES

Harris, with other states following suit.

All 50 Democratic state party chairs
announced support for Harris. More
than 100 Democratic members of Con-
gress did the same - from Biden ally
Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-S.C., to influential
progressive Democrat Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y. Former President
Bill Clinton and former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton endorsed Harris as
well.

Most notably, several Democratic
governors whose names were once
speculated as possible nominees to re-
place Biden - including Gretchen
Whitmer of Michigan and Josh Shapiro
of Pennsylvania - pledged their support
for Harris, effectively clearing the field
for Harris’ nomination.

Some Democrats had pushed for an
open convention to pick their new
nominee should Biden exit, but Demo-
crats ultimately opted for unity over
chaos and uncertainty.

The Democratic National Conven-
tion’s Rules Committee meets Wednes-
day to outline a framework to nominate
a presidential candidate. The conven-
tion is set to begin Aug. 19 in Chicago,
but DNC leaders announced Monday
that the presidential and vice presiden-
tial nominee would be selected via an
electronic ballot.

The convention’s rules committee
plans to meet on Wednesday to go over
the process.

Harris takes over
Biden campaign funds, staff

Shortly after Harris confirmed her in-
tention to seek the Democratic nomina-
tion, the Biden campaign morphed into
the Harris campaign.

What was previously known as the
Biden for President campaign filed a no-
tice with the Federal Election Commis-
sion changing its name to Harris for
President, making Harris’ presidential
bid official.

This procedural transition was sig-
nificant because it enabled the Harris
campaign to take over Biden’s campaign
account and the $240 million it reported
having in the bank at the end of June.

The ability to seamlessly transition
campaigns is one strategic advantage
Harris held over other potential Demo-
cratic nominees.

In remarks Monday at the Harris
campaign headquarters in Wilmington,
Delaware,the vice president praised Bi-
den’s accomplishments as “unmatched
in modern history.”

“I know it's been a roller-coaster, and
we're all filled with so many mixed emo-
tions about this,” Harris said. “I just
have to say: I love Joe Biden. I love Joe
Biden.”

In addition to the transfer of cam-
paign funds, Harris was able to inherit
the Biden campaign’s organization.
Many former Biden campaign staffers
immediately assumed the same roles
working now for Harris. Biden’s former
campaign chair Jen O’'Malley Dillon and
campaign manager Julie Chavez Rodri-
guez held an all-staff campaign call
Sunday to inform them they were all
now working for Harris, according to a
source familiar with the meeting.

Harris lifted by historic
fundraising haul after Biden exit

After Biden dropped out, Harris
raised massive amounts of campaign
cash online to make up for fundraising
that slowed precipitously after Biden’s
disastrous debate performance.

In all, the Harris campaign an-
nounced it raised $81 million in its first
24 hours from 880,000 individual do-
nors - 60% of whom made their first do-
nations of the election cycle.

The fundraising haul marked “the
highest 24-hour raise of any candidate
in history,” the campaign said.

Democrats appear to be clearly moti-
vated by a fresh face. The deluge of do-
nations reflects a re-energized base of
Democratic voters, who have indicated
in poll after poll they had deeps con-
cerns with Biden’s age and ability to ef-
fectively serve another four years.

The rush of financial contributions
was desperately needed after Biden’s
fundraising dropped significantly while
he faced growing calls from Democrats
to end his campaign bid.

New electoral
strategy against Trump

With Biden as the nominee, Demo-
crats’ path to 270 electoral votes to beat
Trump started to narrow: It appeared
increasingly likely that Biden would

have to rely on sweeping the three so-
called “blue wall” states of Pennsylva-
nia, Michigan and Wisconsin.

But Harris could be positioned to
make stronger plays in southern and
western battleground states where Bi-
den was struggling.

Polling had showed Biden losing con-
siderable ground in three other battle-
grounds states he won in 2020 - Geor-
gia, Arizona and Nevada - as well as a
fourth state that Democrats hope to flip
blue, North Carolina.

Biden’s slide in these states was in
part from underperforming among
Black, Latino and young voters - three
key constituencies in the Democratic
coalition - compared to the 2020 elec-
tion.

Many observers believe Harris has a
chance to improve on Biden’s perfor-
mance with all three of these demo-
graphics, expanding the paths to victory
and changing the electoral strategy
against Trump.

“All year, Biden’s least implausible
path to 270 ran through the Rust Belt
trio rather than the Sun Belt trio,” Dave
Wasserman, election analysts with the
nonpartisan Cook Political Reporter,
wrote on X: “I suspect Harris’s path is
more evenly distributed across the ‘core
six’ (battleground states) owing to more
upside than Biden among young/non-
white voters.”

Trump still leading in polls

If eventually nominated as the Dem-
ocratic nominee, Harris still heads into
the general election the underdog
against Trump, at least for now.

While Biden’s approval rating in of-
fice has typically hovered around 40%,
Harris’job performance has often polled
even worse. According to a 538 average
of polls, Harris has a disapproval rating
0f 50.4% in her job as vice president and
an approval rating of 38.6%.

Hypothetical polling in a Harris-
Trump election has been a mixed bag,
with Harris still a wild card.

A Washington Post/ABC News/Ipsos
poll conducted July 5-9 found that 49%
of registered voters would choose Harris
while 47% would choose Trump in an
election matchup. The same poll found
Biden and Trump tied at 46% apiece.

But a recent poll from NBC News
found Trump leading Harris 47%-45%
in a possible matchup, while a recent
Fox News poll found Trump leading
Harris 49% to 48%.

Harris has some obvious liabilities
the Trump campaign has already sought
to exploit. Harris has a reputation of be-
ing more liberal and hails from San
Francisco. She served as Biden's czar
overseeing the influx of migrants at the
U.S.-Mexico border, an issue the Trump
campaign has attacked relentlessly.
And her previous run for the Democratic
nomination in 2020 was a flop, with
Harris dropping out of the race before
voting got underway.

Republicans have also signaled they
will accuse Harris of helping to “cover
up” Biden’s mental decline over the past
four years.

“Not only would Harris be a disaster
in the White House, but she also helped
Biden cover up his declining health
while in office, which destroys her credi-
bility,” Michael Whatley and Lara
Trump, co-chairs of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, said in a statement.

Internet

Continued from Page 1NN

president adopted the album’s lime
green aesthetic for her “Kamala HQ” ac-
count.

Charli XCX was acknowledging
something that had already taken
off online, where viral memes were
featuring video clips of Harris dancing
and joking against Charli XCX
tracks.

Brat, the singer has explained, is
“that girl who is a little messy and likes
to party and like maybe says some like
dumb things sometimes, who like feels
herself but then also like maybe has a
breakdown... It’s brat, you're brat, that’s
brat.”

Her tweet on Sunday sent the trend
soaring, a phenomenon that could help
Harris’ outreach to younger voters that
could play a pivotal role in the Nov. 5
election.

That contrasts not only with 78-year-
old Republican rival Donald Trump, but
with Harris’s 8l-year-old boss, Presi-
dent Joe Biden, who quit the race at the

endorsed his vice
president, who is 59, as his replacement
at the top of the Democratic ticket.

A spokesperson for Charli XCX de-
clined a request for an interview.

The “brat” trend joins another Harris
viral meme - audio from a 2023 speech
that was pilloried before by critics, but is
now embraced by Gen Z as a sort of exis-
tential philosophy.

““You think you just fell out of a coco-
nut tree?” Harris asks in the speech,

weekend and

Vice
President
Kamala
Harris dances
with Kirk
Franklin
during a
Juneteenth
concert
hosted by
President
Joe Biden at
the White
House on
June 10.
LEAH MILLIS/
REUTERS FILE

quoting what her mother used to say,
before laughing and then growing seri-
ous. “You exist in the context of all in
which you live and what came before
you.”

The internet hive mind has adopted a
coconut emoji as an unofficial campaign
symbol for Harris. TikTokers have used
sound from the “coconut tree” speech in
at least 3,000 videos, according to Tik-
Tok.

Harris’ membership in Alpha Kappa

Alpha - the first Black Greek-letter so-
rority — at Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C,, is also sparking viral en-
gagement online.

“Listening to the opposition knowing
we have 22,190,813 members in the D9
abt (sic) to vote for Kamala!” says one
video on TikTok featuring two women,
one of which is in the AKA colors of pink
and green. D9 refers to a group of nine
historically Black fraternities and soror-
ities.

To be sure, Harris has her share of
haters online. Critics have pushed clips
aimed at portraying her in a negative
light, including compilations of her
boisterous laugh, after Trump himself
referred to her as “Laffin’ Kamala.”

Younger voters, who overwhelmingly
vote Democratic, had so far been unen-
thusiastic about a presidential race be-
tween Biden and Trump.

“It’s very hard to understand Gen Z
unless you're Gen Z,” said Chris Mowrey,
a Democratic social media influencer
with 340,000 TikTok followers.

Internet moments can translate to
the ballot box, Mowrey added: “Young
voters vote significantly more based on
just personality and, like, vibes.”
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MLB

Tigers starting pitcher Tarik Skubal throws a pitch during the first inning against the Guardians at Progressive Field in

Cleveland on Monday. KEN BLAZE/USA TODAY SPORTS

NBA

WBD matches
Amazon’s bid
for TV rights

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

TNT Sports may not be out of the
NBA broadcast game yet.

Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD),
TNT’s parent company, announced
Monday it had matched one of the of-
fers from the latest round of NBA tele-
vision rights negotiations. Several re-
ports indicated that TNT matched the
bid of newcomer Amazon, estimated
to be 11 years for $1.8 billion per year.

The NBA received proposals from
NBC and Amazon earlier this month.
ABC/ESPN, owned by Disney, would
retain the “A package,” which includes
the NBA Finals. The “B package” would
go to NBC and Amazon planned to
have the “C package” stream on Prime
Video. The NBA Board of Governors
approved the deals, worth a combined
$76 billion, last week. Turner, a long-
time NBA partner known for the studio
show “Inside the NBA,” is now trying to
get back in on the action.

“In an effort to continue our long-
standing partnership, during both ex-
clusive and non-exclusive negotiation
periods, we acted in good faith to pre-
sent strong bids that were fair to both
parties,” TNT Sports said in a state-
ment. “Regrettably, the league notified
us of its intention to accept other offers
for the games in our current rights
package, leaving us to proceed under
the matching rights provision, which
is an integral part of our current agree-
ment and the rights we have paid for
under it.

“We have reviewed the offers and
matched one of them. This will allow
fans to keep enjoying our unparalleled
coverage, including the best live game
productions in the industry and our
iconic studio shows and talent, while
building on our proven 40-year com-
mitment for many more years.

The statement, which the NBA has
yet to comment on, finished by leaving
the ball in the league’s court.

“Our matching paperwork was sub-
mitted to the league today. We look for-
ward to the NBA executing our new
contract.”

WBD is currently paying $1.4 billion
per season on a nine-year deal that ex-
pires after the 2024-25 season.

TIGER’S ROAR

Tarik Skubal surrendered a season-high 10 hits but only one run over seven innings and the surging De-

troit Tigers earned an 8-2 road win over the scuffling Cleveland Guardians on Monday night. Skubal

(11-3), a Cy Young Award contender, wasn’t totally sharp but stranded nine Guardians, yielding one walk

and striking out six. ROUNDUP, PAGE 4NS

Charles Barkley is a major part of
TNT’s ‘Inside the NBA.’
KEVIN JAIRAJ/USA TODAY SPORTS

MEN’S BASKETBALL

LeBron rescues Team USA
in win against Germany

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

LeBron James came up clutch for
Team USA with 20 points and the two
biggest buckets of the game in a 92-88
win over Germany in London on Mon-
day.

James played savior again on a
catch-and-shoot 3 from the right wing
to boost the Team USA edge to 90-86,
then isolated in a one-on-four situation
working through four defenders to find
room for a soft lay-in right of the basket
to push his point total to 20 and put Ger-
many in a 92-86 hole with less than a
minute to play.

Germany led 71-68 at the end of three
quarters and the game was tied at 75
with 6:07 left in the fourth quarter.

Franz Wagner led Germany with 18
points and Dennis Schroder, who heard
MVP chants from the sellout crowd, had
13 points and 10 assists.

The United States went 5-0 in the ex-
hibition schedule and begins pool play
in the Paris Games on Sunday against
Serbia.

Wagner challenged James at the rim
with just over two minutes to go and
drew a foul.

He made two free throws to cut the
lead to three points and Dennis Shrod-
er’slob made it a one-point game before
James drained the 3.

After a rescue mission that included
the game-winner to sink South Sudan in
a 101-100 exhibition win on Saturday,
James made 8 of his 11 shot attempts, in-
cluding a double-clutch reverse slam for
the first basket of the game by either
team. He added six rebounds and four
assists.

Joel Embiid had 15 points, eight re-
bounds and five assists for Team USA.

See USA, Page 2NS

LeBron James will be the flag-bearer for Team USA at the Olympics’ opening
ceremony. HENRY BROWNE/GETTY IMAGES
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Inter Miami forwards Luis Suarez, left, and Lionel Messi, right, arrive for a game

against St. Louis City SC on June 1. NATHAN RAY SEEBECK/USA TODAY SPORTS

Messi, Suarez out of
MLS All-Star Game

Safid Deen
USA TODAY

Two of the biggest stars in Major
League Soccer won't be at the league’s
All-Star Game this week.

Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez will
both miss their first MLS All-Star Game
on Wednesday due to injury, Inter Mi-
amiannounced in a statement Monday.

Messi has been dealing with a right
ankle injury he suffered during the Co-
pa America final for champion Argenti-
na, while Suarez will miss the match
due to knee discomfort after his Copa
America run with third-place Uruguay.

Messi, Suarez, midfielder Sergio
Busquets and leftback Jordi Alba were
each voted in by fans for the MLS-All-
Star game. Now, only Busquets and Al-
ba will represent the club at MLS All-
Star week in Columbus, Ohio.

“Leo Messi will miss the All-Star
Game due to an ankle injury, while Luis
Sudrez, who recently returned from in-
ternational duty after over 40 days
away from the Club, will miss the All-
Star Game due to knee discomfort,” the
club said in a statement.

“And their availability for Saturday’s
Leagues Cup match will be assessed
based on their daily recovery process.”

Inter Miami returns to action Satur-
day, hosting LIGA MX side Puebla in
their first Leagues Cup match at Chase
Stadium. They will also face Tigres
UANL in Houston on Aug. 3 during the
tournament, which Inter Miami won
last year.

Messi has been considered week to
week with his right ankle ligament in-
jury he’s been nursing with a walking
boot. He did not play in two Inter Miami
victories in the last week.

Suarez was able to play in both
matches, wins against Toronto and
Chicago, after playing extensively in
Uruguay’s third-place win over Canada
during Copa America. Suarez scored
the game-tying goal to force a penalty
shootout and scored the winning pen-
alty kick in his last major international
match for Uruguay, but played sparing-
ly during most of the tournament.

Inter Miami enters the MLS All-Star
break with the best record (16 wins, five
draws, four losses), and 53 points atop
the Eastern Conference standings.

NHL

Blue Jackets hire
Evason as head coach

Brian Hedger
Columbus Dispatch
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Columbus Blue Jackets have
settled on a new head coach.

Dean Evason will run the Jackets’
bench after agreeing to a multi-year
contract Monday to fill a void created
by the June 17 firing of Pascal Vincent.
Specific terms of the deal were not
made public. Not counting interims,
the 59-year old Evason becomes the 11
coach in the franchise’s 24-year histo-
ry.

“Dean Evason brings to coaching
what he brought as a player — passion,
hard work and tenacity — and I couldn’t
be happier that he will serve as the next
head coach of the Columbus Blue Jack-
ets,” Don Waddell, the team's presi-
dent/general manager, said in a state-
ment. “He has spent well over two dec-
ades in this league as a player, assistant
coach and head coach and I believe that
experience, combined with the out-
standing person he is, will allow Dean
to get the best out of our players and
put us in a position to succeed as a
team.”

Evason steps into the role after vet-
eran Todd McLellan removed himself
from the search process earlier this
month. Evason doesn’t have as much
experience as an NHL head coach as
McLellan, but handled that role with
the Minnesota Wild for five years be-
fore he was fired in November. Evason
went 147-77-27 in 251 games with the
Wild, including four trips to the play-
offs.

“I am incredibly proud and honored
to be named the head coach of the Co-
lumbus Blue Jackets and appreciate
very much the opportunity that Don,
the (majority owner) McConnell family
and (Blue Jackets president) Mike
Priest have extended to me,” Evason
said in a statement. “There is a great
core and a lot of young talent on this
team. I am really looking forward to
working with this group and helping us
become a team that plays extremely

Dean Evason was fired by Minnesota
last season amid a seven-game
winless skid.

JAMES CAREY LAUDER/USA TODAY SPORTS

hard and competes at the highest lev-
el”

McLellan was the leading candidate
for almost three weeks. The other final-
ist the Blue Jackets considered was Jay
Woodcroft, a former McLellan assis-
tant and former head coach of the Ed-
monton Oilers prior to his firing last
season. Evason and Woodcroft visited
Columbus last week to meet with Blue
Jackets brass prior to the team making
this decision.

Evason had a year left with Minne-
sota on a contract that paid almost $2
million. Evason was fired along with as-
sistant Bob Wood last season amid a
seven-game winless skid and 16-game
stretch in which the Wild won just
three games.

Evason originally took over in Min-
nesota for Bruce Boudreau late in the
COVID-19 shortened 2019-20 season.

His postseason record is 8-15, but
Evason’s .639 points percentage in the
regular season ranks fifth among active
NHL coaches with at least 250 games
coached.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

ACC commissioner
VOWS to protect
league amid suits

Derrian Carter
Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Atlantic Coast Conference’s liti-
gation with Clemson and Florida State
has taken its toll on commissioner Jim
Phillips.

So much so, Phillips presented a
more forceful tone during his commis-
sioner’s forum at the ACC Football
Kickoff on Monday. He called the re-
spective lawsuits “extremely damag-
ing, disruptive and incredibly harmful”
to the conference and stated each
member school “willingly” signed the
grant-of-rights agreements and “ea-
gerly” agreed to the league’s current TV
contract.

When asked about his tone, Phillips
said: “Forceful moments deserve force-
ful support and leadership. ... This is a
really important time for the confer-
ence. Either you believe in what has
been signed or you don’t. We are going
to do everything we can to protect and
to fight (for) the league. ...

“This conference is bigger than any
one school, or schools.”

Clemson and FSU sued the ACC over
their grant-of-rights agreements,
which was the first legal step to depart-
ing the conference. The league filed its
lawsuit against Florida State on Dec. 21
in Mecklenburg County, North Caroli-
na, knowing that the school had to vote
before litigating. Florida State sued the
ACC the following day in Leon County,
Florida.

Clemson filed their initial complaint
against the ACC in Pickens County,
South Carolina, on March 19. The ACC
responded a day later with its counter-
suit in Mecklenburg County. Neither
school has announced it is leaving the
conference, and each case will con-
tinue as all four motions to dismiss
were denied.

“With ongoing legal cases, there are
limits to what I can say, but I can state
we will fight to protect the ACC and our

ACC commissioner Jim Phillips speaks
to the media during ACC Football
Kickoff on Monday.

JIM DEDMON/USA TODAY SPORTS

members for as long as it takes,” Phil-
lips said.

While the lawsuits have been a thorn
in the ACC’s side, Phillips said they
haven’t altered the league’s working re-
lationship with both schools. He in-
formed his team to compartmentalize
the issues, separating the legal side
from the on-field activities to ensure
athletes have the “best experience pos-
sible.”

“We've had six months of disrup-
tion,” Phillips said. “I think we’ve han-
dled it incredibly well. ... But I will tell
you there isn’t a day that doesn’t go by
that I don’t spend some time on the le-
gal cases.”

Florida State football coach Mike
Norvell and three Seminole players
participated in ACC Football Kickoff on
Monday. Clemson coach Dabo Swinney
and four Tiger players will take the
stage on Thursday.

Derrian Carter covers Clemson ath-
letics for The Greenville News and the
USA TODAY Network. Email him at
dcarter@gannett.com and follow him
on X, formerly known as Twitter, @Der-
rianCarterO0

LeBron James had 20 points in a 92-88 win over Germany in London on Monday.
CHRISTOPHER PIKE/GETTY IMAGES
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Flag bearer

James will be the flag-bearer for
Team USA at the 2024 Summer Olym-
pics’ opening ceremony in Paris on Fri-
day.

The NBA superstar’s fellow Olym-
pians selected the two-time gold med-
alist to carry the Stars and Stripes.

James, 39, is the first men’s basket-
ball player to receive the honor. Wom-
en’s hoops stars Sue Bird (2020) and
Dawn Staley (2004) previously carried
the flag.

“It’s an incredible honor to represent
the United States on this global stage,
especially in a moment that can bring
the whole world together,” James said
in a statement from London, where
Team USA will play its final pre-Olym-
pic exhibition game Monday against
Germany.

“For a kid from Akron, this responsi-
bility means everything to not only my-
self, but to my family, all the kids in my

hometown, my teammates, fellow
Olympians and so many people across
the country with big aspirations.
Sports have the power to bring us all to-
gether, and I'm proud to be a part of this
important moment.”

James is competing in his fourth
Summer Games after winning gold in
Beijing in 2008 and London in 2012 and
a bronze in Athens in 2004.

Fellow Team USA member Stephen
Curry nominated the NBA's all-time
leading scorer for the honor.

“We are thrilled to announce LeBron
James as one of two flag bearers who
will lead Team USA in the Opening Cer-
emony, and officially open the Paris
2024 Games,” U.S. Olympic and Para-
lympic Committee CEO Sarah Hir-
shland said in a statement. “Being se-
lected by your teammates to carry the
flag is a tremendous honor — and a test-
ament to LeBron’s passion for Team
USA and his dedication to his sport. We
will watch with great pride as the flag
bearers lead our athletes who are about
to embark on a remarkable journey to-
gether.”

Team USA will announce a woman
flag-bearer on Tuesday.
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Packers’ Love holding out of practice

Ryan Wood
Green Bay Press-Gazette
USA TODAY NETWORK — WISCONSIN

GREEN BAY - Two days before train-
ing camp, Jordan Love informed the
Green Bay Packers he will not partici-
pate on the field until an agreement is
reached on his contract extension.

Love was a full participant through
the entirety of the Packers’ offseason
program, taking reps with the starting
offense. The start of training camp is
structured no differently with practices
that are not padded, but Love’s agent in-
formed the team Saturday night the
quarterback will be sidelined until a
deal is struck.

General manager Brian Gutekunst
said he is “optimistic” an extension will
be signed in the next couple of days.

. = — o

Packers quarterback Jordan Love
won’t participate in practice until a
contract extension is reached.

USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

“We’re working really hard to get that
done,” Gutekunst said. “I think it’s really
important for us. At the same time, the
thing that I have confidence in is that we

both want the same thing. We want Jor-
dan here for a long time, give him that
stability for him, and it gives us some
stability for our group as well.

“These are big deals. It takes time.
They’re not as easy as some people
think.”

Gutekunst said he understood Love’s
decision to hold out until an extension is
reached, though he emphasized the im-
portance for the Packers to have their
quarterback on the field in training
camp.

Love reported to camp last week and
will continue participating in all off-
field portions of training camp. His ab-
sence on the field leaves the Packers will
two quarterbacks for reps: 2023 fifth-
round draft pick Sean Clifford and sev-
enth-round rookie Michael Pratt. The
two young passers are vying for the

backup job behind Love this fall.

Gutekunst made clear the delay is no
indication of how the Packers view
Love, calling him the team’s “franchise
quarterback.” The quarterback he ex-
pects to lead the Packers not only this
season, but in their long-term future.

“We’re very down the road as far as
we know he’s our franchise quarterback
and we’re ready to move forward,” Gute-
kunst said. “It’s not like we’re trying to
make that decision. But at the same
time, we want to put the best team
around him that we can. There’s cer-
tainly the structure of it so that we can
do what we need to do for our football
team moving forward, not only this year
but for years to come.

“This is just part of it, not unexpect-
ed. We'll work to get it done, and hope-
fully he won’t miss too much time.”

Brown makes Bengals’ intentions clear on Chase

Kelsey Conway
Cincinnati Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK

Cincinnati Bengals owner Mike
Brown made it clear the franchise in-
tends to do everything they can to keep
Pro Bowl wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase
playing with quarterback Joe Burrow for
the foreseeable future.

Chase, 24, is entering his fourth sea-
son with the Bengals and is eligible for a
contract extension. The former Offen-
sive Rookie of the Year is expected to top
the wide receiver market when he signs
his next deal. Minnesota Vikings wide
receiver Justin Jefferson became the
highest paid non-quarterback in the
NFL this spring when he signed a four-
year deal worth $140 million that in-
cludes $110 million guaranteed.

“I'm gonna be pleased if it gets done
so we retain his rights out into the fu-
ture,” Brown said on Monday. “The earli-
er the better. But he’s a great player, and
we know what he means to the team. He
and his agent have an idea about that
too. Then, what others get paid seems to
impact what he wants to get paid. There
are all kinds of issues that play into this.
It’s not easy to resolve, but our intention
is to keep Ja’Marr Chase.”

The Bengals paying Burrow was the
first domino to fall in Cincinnati’s plans
for the long term. Burrow has been fully
cleared for contact, coach Zac Taylor
told media Monday morning.

Chase is priority No. 2, according to
Brown. When Chase and Burrow are
healthy, they’ve proved to be one of the
most dynamic duos in the NFL. If the
Bengals are eventually able to get a deal
done with Chase, they could have the
highest paid quarterback and wide re-
ceiver on an annual basis.

Justin Jefferson contract sets
Ja’Marr Chase baseline

With Jefferson’s deal now done,
Chase and his representation have their
starting point. What happens in the ne-
gotiations with the Bengals will be in-
teresting to follow as Cincinnati typical-
ly doesn’t hand out contracts with guar-
antees of that magnitude. Burrow was

Team owner Mike Brown takes questions from reporters during the annual Cincinnati Bengals season kickoff luncheon at
Paycor Stadium in downtown Cincinnati on Monday. SAM GREENE/CINCINNATI ENQUIRER

an outlier in that regard when the Ben-
gals gave him $219 million in guaranteed
money when he signed is five-year ex-
tension worth a total of $275 million.

Brown said the Bengals will give their
best efforts to being able to give Chase
the contract he deserves. Whether the
two sides agree on that number will be
the one of the biggest storylines to fol-
low in the league over the next year. For-
tunately for the Bengals, by picking up
Chase’s fifth-year option, they have him
under contract for at least two more
seasons. After that if both sides are still
unable to come to an agreement, Cincin-
nati could place the franchise tag on
Chase ahead of the 2026 season.

The Bengals hope it doesn’t get to
that point though and they know they
have time to work on it with Chase and
his agent Rocky Arceneaux of Alliance

Sports Management.

“Well, we’re going to try hard,” Brown
said. “If you were listing our guys, one-
two, you just did it, and he knows that.
We know it, but it has to get done. We
have both this year and next year where
we have rights to Ja,Marr, so maybe it’ll
take longer than we wish, I wish it were
done, but I understand why it isn’t, and
it’s part of the NFL of today.”

Ja’Marr Chase missed voluntary
workouts

Chase stayed away from the team for
the first time in his career for the volun-
tary offseason program. He did report
for mandatory minicamp but didn’t par-
ticipate in any team drills. It’s unclear at
the moment because Chase declined to
speak to the media upon request during

minicamp if his absence this offseason
was due to contract reasons.

Taylor was asked about Chase’s ab-
sence this offseason and declined to get
into any details but did explain why
they decided to be cautious with him
during the three-day minicamp.

“When someone’s not been here, you
don’t want to rush him into things, but
he clearly has done a great job this off-
season,” Taylor said in early June. “Real-
ly happy to get him back in the building.
He was in all the meetings, did all the
walkthroughs and all that stuff and then
did a great job mentoring some of the
other players as he was out there during
practice. So, I thought we got what we
needed out of him.”

In three seasons with the Bengals,
Chase has caught 268 passes for 3,717
yards and 29 touchdowns.

NOTEBOOK

Rodgers on minicamp absence: ‘Two

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

New York Jets quarterback Aaron
Rodgers said it’s “deceiving” to assert
that he missed the team’s mandatory
minicamp last month since it fell within
the voluntary “OTA schedule.”

He made the remarks on Barstool’s
“Pardon My Take” podcast published
Monday morning. They marked his first
public comments since taking an unex-
cused absence from the mandatory
two-day minicamp to instead take a trip
to Egypt. At the time, Rodgers’ absence
was chalked up to a prior commitment.

“They can arbitrarily put a tag on
whatever week of OTAs they want and
say, ‘This is the minicamp week, which
makes it somehow more mandatory
than the other weeks,” Rodgers said on
the podcast. “But it was an OTA sched-
ule. That’s how words can be a little de-
ceiving from time to time. They can
make a story out of the fact that I missed
minicamp, but it was really two OTA

days, but (I) came to the first 10.”

Minicamp is still a mandatory event,
per the collective bargaining agree-
ment.

“I'm sure I'll get fined for that,” said
Rodgers, 40.

Jets training camp begins Wednes-
day in Florham Park, N.J.

A four-time NFL MVP, Rodgers fol-
lowed a celebrated tenure with the
Green Bay Packers by playing just four
snaps before suffering an Achilles injury
during his debut with the Jets on Sept.
1, 2023.

Rodgers passed for 59,055 yards, 475
touchdowns and 105 interceptions in
230 games (223 starts) for the Packers
from 2005-22, compiling a record of147-
75-1. He made 10 Pro Bowls and guided
Green Bay to a Super Bowl XLV victory
against the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Briefly

Denver Broncos guard Quinn Mein-

erz signed a four-year extension worth a
reported $80 million on Monday. ESPN
and NFL Network reported the value of
the deal last week. Per ESPN, the deal
includes $45 million guaranteed. Mein-
erz, 25, is now under contract through
the 2028 season. In three seasons with
the Broncos, the 25-year-old Meinerz
has played in 45 games, making 39
starts.

He was a third-round pick (98th
overall) by Denver in the 2021 draft.
Denver’s training camp starts Friday. ...

Minnesota Vikings tight end T.J.
Hockenson is ahead of schedule in his
recovery from surgery to repair MCL
and ACL tears suffered on Christmas
Eve. The 27-year-old Hockenson, who
reported to training camp on Sunday,
will begin on the physically unable to
perform list, Vikings coach Kevin
O’Connell said Monday. The Vikings
signed former Packers and Bears tight
end Robert Tonyan in free agency and
start training camp with eight players

OTA days’

on the depth chart at the position. The
team’s leading receiver in 2023, Hock-
enson had 95 receptions for 960 yards
and five touchdowns last season -
thriving despite a revolving door at
quarterback for Minnesota — before the
season-ending injury against his former
team on Dec. 24. Hockenson was ac-
quired from the Lions in 2022. ...
Leaving Las Vegas for an on-the-road
training camp atmosphere took the
Raiders to Los Angeles, where the NFL
rules regarding “exclusive home territo-
ry” for teams in the market will prohibit
fans from attending practices. The Raid-
ers would be in violation of the NFL rule
protecting a geographic perimeter for
the two teams whose home market is
Los Angeles — the AFC West rival Char-
gers and Rams - if they permitted public
access or invited local media to training
camp. Owner Mark Davis told ESPN the
Rams and Chargers enforced the re-
strictions, and there are no established
paths to overturn the exclusivity clause.
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MONDAY’S ROUNDUP

Skubal, Tigers handle Guardians

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Tarik Skubal surrendered a season-
high 10 hits but only one run over seven
innings, rookie Justyn-Henry Malloy
clubbed an early two-run homer and the
surging Detroit Tigers earned an 8-2
road win over the scuffling Cleveland
Guardians on Monday night.

Matt Vierling and Mark Canha each
added three hits and Colt Keith homered
in the ninth for the Tigers, who have
won 11 of 14.

Tyler Freeman had three hits for the
American League Central-leading
Guardians, who have totaled three runs
during a three-game skid that’s come at
home. Carlos Carrasco (3-8) allowed six
runs and nine hits over 5% innings as
Cleveland fell to 8-14 since June 26.

Yankees 9, Rays 1

Carlos Rodon pitched seven dom-
inating innings and the New York Yan-
kees tied a season high by hitting five
homers to beat the visiting Tampa Bay
Rays for a split of the four-game series.

Rodon (10-7) entered with an 0-5 rec-
ord and a 9.67 ERA in his previous six
starts but allowed two hits and two
walks and struck out 10 while matching
his longest outing of the season. He did
not allow a hit until Jose Siri homered
into the right field seats with one out in
the fifth.

Austin Wells (3-for-5) and Anthony
Volpe hit back-to-back homers off Zack
Littell (3-7). DJ LeMahieu also homered
to snap an 0-for-18 slump and Juan Soto
(3-for-5, four RBIs) went deep in the
seventh inning and eighth innings. Os-
waldo Cabrera added a two-run single
for the Yankees, who collected 15 hits.

Pirates 2, Cardinals 1

Nick Gonzales hit a go-ahead single
inthe eighth inning, and Pirates starting
pitcher Mitch Keller was effective
through seven to help Pittsburgh earn a
win over the visiting St. Louis Cardinals.

Gonzales knocked a one-out sinker
from reliever John King (3-2) into right
field to drive in Bryan Reynolds, who hit
a leadoff single and advanced to second
on a wild pitch.

Nolan Gorman homered and Paul
Goldschmidt had two hits for the Cardi-
nals, whose two-game winning streak
ended.

Mets 6, Marlins 4

Francisco Lindor homered twice and
Jeff McNeil also went deep while driv-
ing in three runs as the visiting New
York Mets salvaged a split of their four-
game series with the Miami Marlins.

New York starter David Peterson
(5-0) worked around constant traffic to
earn the win, scattering six hits and two
runs in five innings. He walked four and
fanned four. Three relievers took care of
the rest, with Edwin Diaz bagging his
12th save of the season despite allowing
a run in the ninth.

Marlins starting pitcher Yonny Chiri-
nos (0-2) absorbed the loss after yield-
ing five runs on nine hits in five innings,
walking four and striking out four. New
York finished with 11 hits off four Miami
pitchers after managing a total of only
seven runs in the series’ first three
games.

Reds 4, Braves 1

Hunter Greene received some rare
run support and pitched the visiting
Cincinnati Reds to a win over the Atlan-
ta Braves in the opener of their three-
game series.

Greene (7-4) pitched seven innings
and allowed only two hits, three walks
and seven strikeouts. It was his fifth
scoreless appearance of the season.
Greene has allowed a combined two
runs in his last four starts, a stretch of
24% innings.

Atlanta starter Reynaldo Lopez (7-4)
pitched six innings and allowed a sea-
son-high four runs on seven hits, two
walks and five strikeouts. His ERA rose
from a league-leading 1.88 to 2.12.

Cubs 3, Brewers 1

Ian Happ homered to help the Chi-
cago Cubs to a win against the visiting
Milwaukee Brewers in the opener of
their three-game series.

Michael Busch had two hits and an
RBI and Dansby Swanson also had two
hits for the Cubs, who are 2-2 since the
All-Star break

Brewers rookie right-hander Tobias

Tigers third baseman Matt Vierling (8) slides into second with a double as Guardians shortstop Brayan Rocchio (4) is late
with the tag during the seventh inning at Progressive Field. KEN BLAZE/USA TODAY SPORTS

Pirates center fielder Jack Suwinski (65) steals second base as Cardinals
shortstop Masyn Winn (0) attempts a tag during the fourth inning at PNC Park.
CHARLES LECLAIRE/USA TODAY SPORTS

Myers (6-4) allowed three runs (two
earned) and six hits in 5% innings. He
struck out six and walked two.

Royals 10, Diamondbacks 4

Bobby Witt Jr. collected three hits for
the fourth consecutive game, leading
the Kansas City Royals to a win over the
visiting Arizona Diamondbacks.

Witt tripled in the first inning, dou-
bled in the third and blasted a three-run
homer in the fourth.

Cole Ragans earned the win, tossing
six innings while allowing three runs on
six hits with two walks and five strike-
outs.

Rangers 4, White Sox 3, 10 innings

After back-to-back intentional walks
loaded the bases, Wyatt Langford lined
awalk-off RBI single to left in the bottom
of the 10th inning to give the Texas
Rangers a victory over the Chicago
White Sox in Arlington, Texas.

Langford also stepped up for Texas in
the ninth, doubling with one out, steal-
ing third and scoring on Jonah Heim’s
two-out single to forge a 3-3 tie.

Paul DeJong had put Chicago up 3-2
in the top of the frame, blasting a solo
shot to left.

Twins 7, Phillies 2

Manuel Margot went 2-for-5 with
two RBIs and the Minnesota Twins
pulled away for a win over the Philadel-
phia Phillies in Minneapolis.

Carlos Santana finished 2-for-4 with
an RBI double for the Twins, who won
the series opener after losing two
straight games against the Milwaukee
Brewers upon returning from the All-
Star break. Minnesota’s Willi Castro
also drove in two runs, while Max Kepler
collected two hits and an RBI.

Bryce Harper socked a two-run hom-
er to lead the Philadelphia offense,
which was limited to four hits.

Athletics 4, Astros 0

Hogan Harris matched his career
high with seven strikeouts, Miguel An-
dujar and JJ Bleday stroked consecutive
RBI doubles during a three-run third in-
ning and the host Oakland Athletics
opened a three-game series against the
Houston Astros with a victory.

A second-year major-leaguer making
his 15th career start, Harris (2-3) shut
out the Astros on seven hits over a sea-
son-best 6% innings. He walked two.

Astros starter Spencer Arrighetti
(4-8) matched zeroes with Harris until a
big third inning by the Athletics that be-
gan with Max Schuemann’s one-out
single out of the No. 9 spot in the lineup.

Rockies 9, Red Sox 8, 12 innings

Ezequiel Tovar singled with the bases
loaded in the bottom of the 12th inning,
Sam Hilliard hit a two-run homer in the
10th and the Colorado Rockies beat the
Boston Red Sox in Denver.

Tovar finished with three singles, his
sixth straight multi-hit game, to give
Colorado its fourth win in five games.

Jamie Westbrook and Connor Wong
homered, Tyler O’Neill had three hits
and Romy Gonzalez had two hits for the
Red Sox, who have lost four straight.

Angels 3, Mariners 1

Jo Adell's run-scoring single with
two outs in the top of the ninth inning
broke a tie as the Los Angeles Angels
rallied for a victory against the host Se-
attle Mariners.

Taylor Ward went 2-for-3 with a dou-
ble and an RBI for the Angels, who won
their second game in a row and prevent-
ed the Mariners from regaining sole
possession of first place in the American
League West.

The Mariners wasted a strong start
by Bryce Miller, who pitched seven
scoreless innings. The right-hander al-
lowed three hits, didn't walk a batter
and struck out five.

Dodgers 3, Giants 2

Teoscar Hernandez drove in all three
Dodgers runs, including a go-ahead RBI
single in the eighth inning, as Los Ange-
les increased its post All-Star break
winning streak to four games with a vic-
tory over the visiting San Francisco Gi-
ants.

Hernandez added a solo home run in
the fourth inning while Dodgers rookie
right-hander River Ryan pitched into
the sixth inning of his major league de-
but.

Tyler Fitzgerald extended his home
run streak to four consecutive games for
the Giants, while left-hander Blake
Snell gave up two runs over six innings
in his third consecutive scoreless start
since returning from a groin injury.
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MONDAY’S BOX SCORES

L.A. Dodgers 3, San Francisco 2

SF .eerieeeer.000 100 100- 2 5 O
LAD.............000 101 Olx- 3 6 0
San Francisco AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Soler dh 3 0 0 0| 10 .223
Wade Jr. 1b 3 1 2 0f 11 3m
Ramos cf 4 0 0 0| 0 0 .287
Bailey ¢ 3 0 2 0| 10 .28
Conforto If 2 0 0 0| 0 0 227
b-Matos ph-If 2 0 0 0|0 2 217
Chapman 3b 30 0 0| 1 2 .232
Yastrzemski rf 4 0 0 0f 0 3 24
Fitzgerald ss 31 1 1) 1 1 299
Wisely 2b 4 0 0 0|0 1 2712
Totals 31 2 5 1] 510

L.A. Dodgers AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Ohtani dh 3 0 0 0| 1 2 313
Smith ¢ 3 0 0 0| 1 0 .268
Freeman 1b 3 1.0 0| 10 .290
Hernandez rf-If 4 1 3 3| 0 0 .268
Pages cf 4 0 0 0| 0 1 .252
Vargas If 2 0 1 0| 0 0 .246
a-Heyward ph-rf 10 0 0| 0 0 .203
Taylor 3b 30 1 0|0 1 15
Lux 2b 3 0 0 0|0 2 222
Hernandez ss 3 1 1 0/ 0 0 19
Totals 29 3 6 3 3 6

a-grounded out for Vargas in T7th.

b-struck out for Conforto in 6th.

2B: Hernandez (7). HR: Fitzgerald (5),
Hernandez (21). RBIL: Fitzgerald (11),
Hernandez 3 (67). CS: Ohtani (4). SB:
Bailey (3), Chapman (11). Runners left in
scoring position: San Francisco 5 (Bailey,
Matos, Chapman, Yastrzemski 2), L.A.
Dodgers 2 (Pages, Lux). RISP: L.A.
Dodgers 2 for 6.

San Francisco IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Snell 60 4 2 2 2 483 583
Walker 10 00 0 0 117 236
Miller L, 3-3 02 1 1 1 1 116 343
Rodriguez 01 100 0 0 7 407
L.A. Dodgers IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Ryan 51 4 10 3 273 000
Vesia 02 000 0 21 123
Yarbrough BS, 2 10 111 0 216 374
Treinen W, 4-2 10 00 0 1 220 210
Hudson S, 7 10 0 0 0 1 219 152

Inherited runners: Rodriguez 2-1, Vesia
2-2. WP: Snell. Umpires: HP-Merzel,
1B-Scheurwater, 2B-Carlson, 3B-Metz. T:
2:26. A: 49,576 (56,000).

L.A. Angels 3, Seattle 1

LAA.. 012- 3 4 0
Seattle .. 000- 1 4 1
L.A. Angels AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Rendon 3b 4 0 1 0| 10 24
Schanuel Tb 4.0 0 0| 0 2 24
Guillorme 2b 00 0 Of 0 0 .250
Ward If 3 0 2 110 0 .230
Calhoun dh 4 0 0 0| 0 2 .255
O’Hoppe ¢ 2 0 0 0|0 1 2717
Moniak cf 4.0 0 0| 0 1 .206
Drury 2b-1b 3 1.0 0| 1 1 168
Neto ss 3 1.0 0| 1 0 .257
Adell rf 31 1 1 10 199
Totals 30 3 4 2| 4 7

Seattle AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Crawford ss 0 1 0 O0f 0 0 .204
Raley 1b 3 0 0 0|0 1 .233
Robles cf 4 0 2 0| 0 1 .400
Polanco 2b 4.0 0 0| 0 1 202
Raleigh ¢ 30 1 1 10 .210
Garver dh 4 0 0 0| 0 3 68
Moore 1b-ss 4 0 0 0| 0 4 208
Haniger rf 3 0 0 0| 0 2 .206
Rojas 3b 30 0 00 1 24
Clase If 3 0 1 0|0 1 195
Totals 31 1 4 1| 114

E: Robles. 2B: Ward (18). RBI: Ward (45),
Adell (46), Raleigh (62). SB: Rendon (4),
O’Hoppe (2), Adell (13). SF: Ward. Runners
left in scoring position: L.A. Angels 4
(Rendon, Calhoun 2, Neto), Seattle 3
(Polanco, Garver, Moore). RISP: L.A.
Angels 1 for 7, Seattle 1 for 6.

L.A. Angels IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Anderson 52 3 1.1 1 896 291
Crouse 01 000 0 15 188
Strickland 10 0 0 0 0 215 330
Garcia W, 5-1 10 100 0 219 389
Estevez S, 19 10 0 0 0 0 1 9 245
Seattle IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Miller 70 3 0 0 0 594 341
Stanek H, 15 01 0 11 2 115 438
Munoz BS, 3 02 000 0 01 135
Thornton L, 3-2 10 1.2 1 2 123 397

Inherited runners: Crouse 2-2, Munoz 2-1.
HBP: O'Hoppe 2, Crawford. WP: Garcia.
Umpires: HP-Estabrook, 1B-Bacchus,
2B-Diaz, 3B-Gibson. T: 2:38. A: 22,528
(47,480).

Colorado 9, Boston 8 (12)

Bos...000 040 010 201- 8 13 1
Colo.004 000 100 202- 9 15 0
Boston AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Duran cf 6 2 1 0/ 0 0 .288
Refsnyder If 4 0 1 1 0 2 .298
d-Smith ph 1T 0 1 11 0 0 .236
c-Abreu pr-rf 11 1 11 0 0 .262
Wong c-1b 6 1 1 1| 0 2 .302
Devers 3b 4 0 0 11 0 1 .284
O'Neill rf-If 5 1 3 0| 0 0 .265
Yoshida dh 30 1 0| 1 1 .261
Gonzalez b 4 1 2 0| 0 1 .265
b-McGuire ph-c 10 0 0| 0 0 .215
Rafaela ss 51 1 00 0 .25
Westbrook 2b 2 1 1 3,0 0 .200
a-Hamilton ph-2b 3 0 0 0| 0 1 .266
Totals 45 8 13 8| 1 8

Colorado AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Blackmon dh 6 1 2 2| 1 2 253
Tovar ss 71 3 110 1 .280
Doyle cf 6 1 2 1 0 0 .2719
Toglia 1b 50 1 1 1 1 197
Rodgers 2b 52 1 0| 10 .261
Cave rf 52 1 1/ 10 .258
Stallings ¢ 50 2 1| 1 1 .260
Hilliard If 4 1 1 2 1 1 .250
Schunk 3b 5 1 2 0| 1 1 136
Totals 48 9 15 9| 7 7

a-grounded out for Westbrook in 7th.
b-grounded into a double play for
Gonzalez in 11th. c-ran for Smith in 10th.
d-doubled for Refsnyder in 10th.

E: O'Neill. 2B: Smith (12), O'Neill (13),
Gonzalez (6), Doyle (17), Stallings (10),
Schunk (1). 3B: Duran (11). HR: Wong (9),
Westbrook (2), Blackmon (7), Hilliard (3).
RBI: Refsnyder (22), Smith (29), Abreu
(30), Wong (33), Devers (62), Westbrook
3 (7), Blackmon 2 (34), Tovar (47), Doyle
(46), Toglia (35), Cave (22), Stallings (20),
Hilliard 2 (5). CS: Cave (2). SB: Toglia (4).
SF: Devers. S: Hilliard. Runners left in
scoring position: Boston 5 (Gonzalez 2,
Rafaela 3), Colorado 6 (Doyle, Toglia,
Rodgers 2, Hilliard, Schunk). RISP: Boston
4 for 14, Colorado 5 for 17. GIDP: Duran,
Gonzalez, McGuire. DP: Boston 1, Colorado
3.

Bobby Witt Jr. of the Kansas City Royals hits a three-run home run in the fourth inning against the Arizona Di

Stadium on Monday in Kansas City, Mo. ED ZURGA/GETTY IMAGES

Rockies left fielder Sam Hilliard hits a two-run home run in the 10th inning
against the Red Sox at Coors Field. ISAIAH J. DOWNING/USA TODAY SPORTS

Montero 0 100 0 013 471  Smith3b 30 0 0] 2 1 280
Langford If 51 2 110 1 .254
Oakl.and P H RER BBSONP ERA  ~ndord 20 o ol oo e
Harris W, 2-3 62 7 0 0 2 793 298 Lowe 1b 2 0 1 0| 2 0 .265
Adams 01 100 0 19 446  Reimc 20 1 1/ 00 23
Erceg 10 000 0 117 389 Foscue dh 40 0 0[] 0 2 154
Miller 10 000 00M 221 5 jankowskipr 010 0lo0o o0 210
i . R irac: Taveras cf 3 1 1 1] 0 1 230
Inherited runners: Adams 1-1. Umpires: Totate 46 4| 58

HP-Bucknor,  1B-Beck,  2B-lassogna,
3B-May. T: 2:07. A: 4,517 (46,847).
Minnesota 7, Philadelphia 2

Boston IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Houck 60 10 4 4 3 292 27
Winckowski 10 2 11 1 025 332
Booser 0 000 0 0 8 273
Kelly 20 12 1 0 326 209
Weissert 10 000 1 113 430
Horn L, 0-1BS, 1 02 12 1 2 110 300
Anderson 00 100 0 0 2 450
Colorado IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Gomber 52 6 4 4 1 5101 470
Lambert 01 100 0 0 5 540
Mears 10 0 0 0 0 1178 556
Beeks BS, 7 10 3 1.1 0 0 9 474
Vodnik 20 2 2 1 0 127 398
Lawrence W, 3-3 20 1.1 0 0 120 554

Inherited runners: Anderson 3-2, Lambert
1-1. HBP: Yoshida. IBB: Winckowski (3),
Weissert (4), Horn 2 (2). Balk: Kelly (1).
Umpires: HP-Wegner, 1B-Vondrak,
2B-Rehak, 3B-Dreckman. T: 3:26. A: 35,261
(46,897).

Oakland 4, Houston 0
Houston.....000 000 000- 0 8 1
Oakland........003 100 00x- 4 8 1
Houston AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Altuve 2b 4 0 2 0| 0 1 .306
Bregman 3b 4 0 1 0| 0 1 .255
Alvarez dh 30 1 0 12 30
Diaz ¢ 4 0 1 0| 0 1 .284
Pena ss 40 2 0|00 217
Meyers cf 4 0 1 0| 0 0 .236
Dubon If 30 0 00 1 275
Diaz 1b 3 0 0 0| 0 1 .094
a-Singleton ph 10 0 0| 0 0 .235
McCormick rf 2 0 0 O 1 2 204
Totals 32 0 8 0 2 9
Oakland AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Butler rf 4 1 2 0| 0 0 24
Andujar If 4 1 1 11 0 0 .303
Bleday cf 4 0 3 1| 0 0 .238
Rooker dh 4.0 0 0| 0 1 .290
Langeliers ¢ 4 0 0 0| 0 0 .210
Brown 1b 3 0 0 00 1 19
Gelof 2b 2 1 0 0| 1 0 197
Harris 3b 3 0 0 0|0 1 160
Schuemann ss 3 1 2 11 0 1 .260
Totals 31 4 8 3| 1 4

a-grounded out for Diaz in 9th.

E: Dubon, Schuemann. 2B: Alvarez (23),
Andujar (11), Bleday (29). RBI: Andujar
(25), Bleday (36), Schuemann (26). SB:
Gelof (12). S: Dubon. Runners left in
scoring position: Houston 6 (Bregman,
Diaz, Meyers 2, McCormick 2), Oakland 2
(Andujar, Langeliers). RISP: Houston 1 for
6, Oakland 3 for 7. GIDP: Bregman, Meyers
2, Langeliers. DP: Houston 1, Oakland 3.
Houston IP H RER BBSONP ERA

Arrighetti L, 4-8 60 7 4 4 1 394 565
King 10 000 0 11 193

Phila............200 000 000- 2 4 0
Minnesota... 001 020 13x- 7 12 1
Philadelphia AB R H BI|[BB SO Avg.
Schwarber dh 4.0 0 0f 0 1 .24
Turner ss 3 1 1 0| 1 0 .339
Harper 1b 4 1 1 210 1 297
Bohm 3b 4 0 1 0| 0 0 .29
Realmuto ¢ 4.0 0 0f 0 1 257
C: f 3 0 0 O0f 0 1 237
Stott 2b 3 0 1 0 0 0 .236
Wilson If 3 0 0 O0f 0 1 .238
Rojas cf 2 0 0 0| 0 1 .230
c-Marsh ph-cf 10 0 0| 0 0 .258
Totals 31 2 4 2| 16

Minnesota AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Margot If 50 2 20 1 .23
Jeffers ¢ 5 1 2 0| 0 1 .238
Castro ss 4.0 1 2 1 1 265
Buxton cf 50 0 0|0 1 .2717
Santana Tb 4 0 2 1 1 0 .245
Lee 2b-3b 50 1 0| 0 1 .259
Camargo dh 2 0 0 0| 0 1 .000
a-Larnach ph-dh 10 1 0| 0 0 .25
b-Martin pr-dh 0 1 0 0f 0 0 .25
Kepler rf 3.2 2 1| 1 1 .260
Castillo 3b 12 1 0| 1 0 .333
d-Julien ph-2b T 1 0 0| 1 1 .207
Totals 36 7 12 6| 5 8

a-was hit by a pitch for Camargo in 6th.
b-ran for Larnach in 8th. c-grounded out
for Rojas in 8th. d-struck out for Castillo in
6th.
E: Castro. 2B: Jeffers (18), Santana (18),
Larnach (9), Castillo (1). HR: Harper (23).
RBI: Harper 2 (65), Margot 2 (25), Castro 2
(32), Santana (44), Kepler (33). SB:
Santana (3). Runners left in scoring
position: Minnesota 6 (Margot 2, Buxton,
Lee 3). RISP: Minnesota 5 for 15. GIDP:
Harper. DP: Minnesota 1.

i i IP H RER BB SONP ERA

Suarez L, 10-5 51 7 33 1 479 287
Kerkering 02 000 1 114 169
Dominguez 10 2 1 1 0 122 475
Marte 10 3 3 3 3 236 442

i IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Ober W, 9-5 70 4 2 2 1 483 404
Sands S, 3 20 0 0 0 0 230 338

Inherited runners: Kerkering 1-1. HBP:

a-ran for Foscue in 10th.

E: Seager. 2B: Robert Jr. (10), Vaughn (20),
Langford (14). HR: Pham (5), DeJong (17),
Semien (14), Taveras (7). RBI: Pham (18),
DeJong (38), Baldwin (1), Semien (52),
Langford (42), Heim (40), Taveras (25).
CS: Lopez (6). SB: Robert Jr. (12), Baldwin
(1), Langford (9). S: Taveras. Runners left
in scoring position: Chicago 6 (Robert Jr.,
Pham, Vaughn, Lee 3), Texas 3 (Foscue 3).
RISP: Chicago 1 for 14, Texas 2 for 7.

Chicago IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Fedde 61 3 2 2 2 598 298
Kopech 12 0 0 0 0 117 485
Brebbia BS, 2 10 2 11 1 128 522
Wilson L, 1-6 02 1 1 1 2 113 358
Texas IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Lorenzen 50 6 2 2 2 894 353
Leclerc 20 0 0 0 0 422 389
Robertson 10 000 0 112 316
Yates 10 111 1221 124
HernandezW,3-0 10 0 0 0 0 2 9 410

amondbacks at Kauffman

Inherited runners: Kopech 1-1. IBB: Wilson
2 (5). Balk: Kopech (2). Umpires:
HP-Moscoso, 1B-Carapazza, 2B-Hamari,
3B-Jones. T: 2:43. A: 30,832 (40,518).

Kansas City 10, Arizona 4

Arizona........003 000 010- 4 8 0
Kansas City013 411 00x- 10 15 1
Arizona AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Marte 2b 51 2 2,0 2 29
Moreno ¢ 30 0 0| 1 1 .249
Gurriel Jr. If 50 1 0] 0 0 .25
Walker 1b 51 2 0|0 1 .261
Grichuk dh 2 0 0 0| 1 0 .28
a-Pederson ph-dh 00 0 Of 10 .274
Suarez 3b 30 1 110 2 215
Carroll rf 30 0 O 1 1 .209
Newman ss 4 1 1 000 271
Thomas cf 31 1 1| 10 .22
Totals 33 4 8 4| 5 7

Kansas City AB R H BI(BB SO Avg.
Frazier 2b 51 1 0] 0 1 .200
Witt Jr. ss 4 3 3 300 34
Pasquantino 1b 51 3 1], 0 0 .252
Perez ¢ 4 1 1 300 219
Massey dh 50 0 0| 0 1 .265
Renfroe rf 4 1 1 1100 227
Waters If 31 1 0| 1 1 143
Garcia 3b 4 1 2 0| 0 1 .237
Isbel cf 4 1 3 2(0 0 .233
Totals 38 10 15 10) 1 4

Larnach. WP: Marte. pires:

HP-Barksdale, 1B-Little, 2B-Lentz,

3B-Jean. T: 2:36. A: 29,904 (38,544).
Texas 4, Chicago White Sox 3 (10)

Cws........100 100 001 0- 3 7 0
Texas......001 010 001 1- 4 6 1
Chicago AB R H BI|[BB SO Avg.
Robert Jr. cf 50 2 0|0 3 232
Benintendi If 50 0 0| 0 3 199
Pham rf 5 1 1 1/ 0 2 .269
Vaughn 1b 4 1 2 0| 0 2 .23
Sheets dh 4 0 0 0| 0 3 222
DeJong 3b 4 1 1 110 1 225
Lopez ss 10 0 0| 3 1 .239
Baldwin 2b 4 0 1 110 1 143
Leec 4 0 0 0|0 1 213
Totals 36 3 7 3| 317

Texas AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Semien 2b 51 1 110 1 24
Seager ss 4 0 0 ol 1 2 .262

a-walked for Grichuk in 8th.

E: Isbel. 2B: Walker (20), Newman (14),
Thomas (4), Witt Jr. (27), Isbel (6). 3B: Witt
Jr. (10). HR: Marte (20), Witt Jr. (18), Perez
(18), Renfroe (9). RBI: Marte 2 (59), Suarez
(50), Thomas (13), Witt Jr. 3 (69),
Pasquantino (64), Perez 3 (66), Renfroe
(35), Isbel 2 (26). SF: Suarez, Perez.
Runners left in scoring position: Arizona 4
(Walker, Suarez, Newman 2), Kansas City
3 (Frazier 2, Perez). RISP: Arizona 2 for 10,
Kansas City 4 for 8. GIDP: Newman. DP:
Kansas City 1.

Arizona IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Diaz L, 1-1 30 9 77 107 540
Castro 20 2 2 2 0 122 540
Castell 30 4 1 1 0 340 523

Totals 34 4 9 4| 210 (7). SB: Lindor (20), Bader (]4),De La Cruz
:(\tllanga\t AI: lol Ig B(: Bg Sg Az‘?é (3), Edwards (4). SF: McNeil. Runners left
erenic c - in scoring position: N.Y. Mets 6 (Nimmo 2
Al 2] 4 1. > A ’
Ri;’:yr%zbJr b 4 8 g 8 8 2 _‘;‘;2 Alonso, Alvarez, Bader 2), Miami 5 (Burger
Short 3b 00 0 0fl0 0 133 3, Lopez, Sanchez). RISP: Miami 2 for 8.
8|15uonna1‘:)h g 3 g g (} ? «23213 GIDP: Alonso. DP: NY. Mets 1, Miami 1.
Duvall rf 300 0| 1 1 183  NY.Mets IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Rosario If 30 0 110 1 18 Peterson W,5-0 50 6 2 2 4 488 314
Murphy ¢ 1.0 0 0f 3 0 202 ButtoH,2 20 1 1 1 1 329 259
/T\f:'aISS z;‘ ': ; (: g g 212 Maton H, 2 0 000 001 225
otals Diaz S, 12 10 2 1 1 1 128 408
a-grounded out for Benson in 9th. Miami IP H RER BB SONP ERA
2B: Candelario (20), Fairchild (7). 3B: De La Chirinos L, 0-2 50 9 5 5 4 489 630
Cruz (7). HR: Benson (11). RBI: India (40), gralgban %g g g g g %ﬁ 3392;
. . ender . g
Candelario 2 (47), Benson (34), Rosario 0. 0211 102 1
(30). SB: De La Cruz (49), Fairchild (13), HBP: Iglesi Chisholm Jr.._ Umnires:
Benson 2 (13). SF: India, Candelario, HP-D Eesms,m L!lsnkom ;B Rmzlres.
Rosario. Runners left in scoring position: B_Thra e, 124 ! A-a’ -reyburn,
Cincinnati 5 (india 2, Steer 3), Atlanta 3 3B-Thomas. T: 2:45. A: 13,068 (37,446).
(Riley, Murphy, Arcia). RISP: Cincinnati 1 Detroit 8, Cleveland 2
for 5. Detroit.......220 002 011- 8 12 0
Cincinnati IP H RER BBSONP ERA  Cleveland...010 000 001- 2 12 2
Greene W, 7-4 70 2 0 0 3 712 314 Detroit AB R H BI|[BB SO Avg.
Cruz 0 000 0 19 45 Vierling 3b 5 1 3 0| 0 2 .25
Diaz 10 1 1 1 2 021 446 Keith 2b 21 1 1 10 2w
Atlanta IP H RER BB SONP ERA Malloy dh 5 1 1 2(0 3 217
Lopez L, 7-4 60 7 4 4 2 585 212 g;f‘i';elfd i ? g g g 21 ggg
Bummer 20 100 0 330 331 R 43 2 1 0 1 26
Lee 10 100 0 220 208 ;
Urshela 1b 2 0 0 2|0 1 254
HBP: Fairchild, Olson. WP: Greene. Balk: gaez ss : l: 1 (: g ﬁ 21;2
i iras: | ogers ¢ .
Diaz ~ (1).  Umpires:  HP-Mahrley, ;280" %812 711
1B-Hudson, 2B-Wendelstedt, Cloveland % R H BB S0 Mg
3B-Tumpane. T: 2:27. A: 38,779 (41,184). Kwan If 50 1 0/ 0 1 343
Pittsburgh 2, St. Louis 1 Mart_inech 4 0 1 0| 1 0 .262
. Ramirez 3b 50 2 110 1 213
St. Louis......000 010 000- 1 7 O Naylor 1b 50 1 0| 0 1 239
Pittsburgh..001 000 01x- 2 8 0 m’e‘i”r‘f Sy zopo 1 s
Kansas City IP H RER BBSONP ERA St. Louis AB R H BI|BB SO Avg. Freeman 2b 40 3 0|00 225
Winn ss 4 0 0 Of 0 1 .284 Rocchio ss 4 0 0 Of 0 4 208
Ragans .16 80 b33 2% 3B Budesond 40 1 0|0 0 293  Hedgesc 31 2 1/ 0 0 160
ctratton 0 110 2 020 a73  Contreras ch 30 1 0| 1 2 280  Totals 38 212 2|29
2 ' - D If 40 0 0|00 272 - —
Smith 10 100 112 470 omOMAL 30 0 of 10 265 E Hedges, Martinez. 2B: Vierling 2 (17),
Yi.Diaz pitched to 3 batters in the 4th. Nootbaar cf 40 1 0|0 0 239 Canha (16), Perez (13), Martinez (4),
Inherited runners: Castro 2-0. HBP:  Soldschmidtib 402 010 1 .28 Ramirez (21). 3B: Rogers (1). HR: Keith
. o CoL a-Siani pr 00 0 0[O0 0 .235 . . e 5
Moreno, Witt Jr.. WP: Ragans 2. Umpires:  Gorman 2b 41 1 1] 0 1 208 (10), Malloy (7). RBI: Keith (38), Malloy 2
HP-Baker, 1B-Miller, 2B-O’Nora, Pages ¢ 30 1 000 219 (17), Perez (25), Urshela 2 (32), Rogers
3B-MacKay. T: 2:40. A: 16,275 (37,903). Totals 3 17 125 (21), Ramirez (80), Hedges (10). SB: Perez
Chicado Cubs 3. Milwaukee 1 Pittsburgh AB R H BI|BBSO Avg. (8)..S‘F: Urshela 2. Runners left in scoring
. 9 ! McCutchen dh 4 1 1000 1 231 posjtion: Detroit 1 (Greene), Cleveland 9
Milwaukee...000 000 010- 1 5 1 Reynolds If 4 1.1 00 0 288 f .
CHE 001 101 00x- 3 8 o Cuzss 30 1 1] 11 25 (DKV\t'ar!t% fNay7|°2l FryI 4,dR20$chl$i. gllgs-
Gonzales 2b 40 1 1/ 0 1 263 etroit 3 for 7, Clevelan or 14. d
Milwaukee AB R H BI|BB SO Avg. Tellez 1b 4.0 2 0f 00 246 Fry. DP: Detroit 1
Turang 2b 50 0 0| 0 3 .267  Hayes3b 40 0 00 1 24 . -
Contreras ¢ 4 0 1 0| 1 1 284 Suwinski cf 2 0 1 0| 1 0 180 Detroit IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Yelich dh 30 0 0f 1 1 316 Joerf 2.0 0 0/ 0 1 .240 Skubal W, 11-3 7010 1 1 1 697 234
Adames ss 2 1 1 1] 2 0 249 b-Palacios ph-rf 10 1 0] 0 0 .25 Miller 10 100 0 113 493
Frelick rf 40 0 0f 0 0 .269 Bart ¢ 3 0 0 000 245 Lucas 01 1 11 1016 1575
Chourio If 4 0 0 0 0 0 .249 Totals 3N 2 8 2] 25 Chafin 02 000 0 210 348
Hoskins 1o 3099 1 s Z aran for Goldschmidt in 9th. b-singled  Cleveland P H RER BB SONP ERA
Mitchell cf 20 2 ol o 1 243 for Joe in 7th. Carrasco L, 3-8 51 9 6 6 0 696 532
Totals 322 15 1 6 7 2B: McCutchen (12), Tellez (10). HR:  Avila 11100 1 334 330
Chicago AB R H BI|BBSO A  Gorman (19). RBI: Gorman (50), Cruz (51),  herin o ool o am %
Hoerner 2b 4 0 1 000 0 .258 Gonzales (38). CS: Burleson (3). SB: Cruz 2 " " "
Busch 1b 40 2 10 2 20 el : : Inherited runners: Chafin 2-2, Avila 1-0,
Suzakirf 20 0 ol o 2 26  (9), Suwinski (8). Runners left in scoring Herrin 2-2. HBP:  Hed Umires:
Happ If 4 1 1 1] 0 2 237  position: St. Louis 3 (Donovan, Pages 2), errin 2-2. - nedges. Umpires:
Tauchman dh 31 1 0l 10 249 Pittsburgh 6 (McCutchen, Gonzales 2,  HP-Tosi, 18-Bellino, 2B-Riggs,
5wansonss_3b ; g g g g (: 223; Hayes, Joe 2). RISP: Pittsburgh 2 for 13, 3B-Randazzo. T: 2:38. A: 22,451 (34,830).
a-Bote ph-3b 20 0 o/ 0 o 333  GIDP: Hayes. DP: St. Louis 1, Pittsburgh 1. N.Y. Yankees 9, Tampa Bay 1
Amaya ¢ 11 1 0f 20 22 St. Louis IP H RER BB SONP ERA Tampa Bay..000 010 000- 1 3 0
Crow-Armstrong cf 30 0 0|0 1 186 .
Totals 313 8 2|38 Pallam? 60 3 1 1 2 398 392  NYY.......020 210 13x- 9 15 0
- Roycroft 10 2 0 0 0 118 338
a-grounded into a double play for  KingL 3-2 10 3 11 0 125 261 ;’o'g‘a':;z’g Ai g '; BO' Bgsg g"’)’é
Mastrobuoni in 6th. i IP H RER BB SONP ERA Paredes 1b 40 0 0|0 0 25
E: Mr)]Ielrlst ?B: Con;reras ((24;, Ortiz 514;, Keller 70 6 1 1 2 397 334 Xleadab . 13; g g g g (1 'zzzﬁ
Mitchell (3). HR: Adames (16), Happ (16). ChapmanW,2-4 10 0 0 0 0 1 11 393 rozarena -
Lowe 2b 30 0 0| 1 2 238
RBI: Adames (68), Busch (37), Happ (59). ~ BednarS18 10 100 0 1713 493  fH% > 11l
SB: Busch (2), Swanson (6), WP: King. Umpires: HP-Blakney, 1B-Wolf, Caballero ss 30 0 0|0 2 242
Crow-Armstrong (18). Runners left in 2B-Porter, 3B-Barber. T: 2:29. A: 18,970 DeLuca rf 30 0 0|0 2 168
scoring position: Milwaukee 7 (Contreras  (38,747). Jackson ¢ N
3, Frelick 3, Mitchell), Chicago 5 (Suzuki 2, N.Y. Mets 6, Miami 4 N Yankoos 25 R A 518850 Ave.
. g
Bote,  Crow-Armstrong 2).  RISP: 001- 6 1 1 Rice 1b 50 0 0l 0 3 .200
Milwaukee 1 for 9, Chicago 2 for 10. GIDP: 01- 4 9 0 Soto rf 5 2 3 4/ 0 1 3n
Suzuki, Bote. DP: Milwaukee 2. d\‘l‘gl‘i?:cdh g ; g ‘?I g 3 g;g
i IP H RER BBSONP ERA ::drf:: “3 '; '; 52' Bﬁ sg 2'?5' Volpe ss 41 2 10 1 25
Myers L, 6-4 51 6 3 2 2 68 314  Nmmolf 50 1 0| 0 2 242  Verdugolf 30 1 01 1 22
Milner 21 200 1232 466  Martinezdh 41 2 0| 1 0 264 Cabrera2b 412 2100 247
Payamps 01 000 00 4 425  a-Gamelpr-dh 000 000 f:a*:"i‘::fsb g 1 ] q ] 2‘ ‘11%‘1
Chicago IP H RER BB SONP ERA ?{235:’3:’{ ‘2‘ 2 g g 2‘ 3 -ﬁg} Totals 7 915 9 310
Assad 31 100 6 27 315 N e
Smyly W, 3:5 12 100 002 279 pord 4000189 2 2B Soto (19). HR: Siri (14), Soto 2 (25),
Miller H, 4 10 100 0228 152  |giecias3b 31 1 1] o 1 3 Wells(7),Volpe (7), LeMahieu (1). RBI: Siri
Leiter J H. 12 10000 0 312 450  MeNeilob 31 1 3000 221 (35),Soto 4 (71), Wells (21), Volpe (36),
Rodge B le e SR M Baderct 40 2 0[ 0 1 267 Cabrera 2 (29), LeMahieu (12). CS: Volpe
. — - Totals 35 61 6] 58 (5). Runners left in scoring position: N.Y.
Inherited runners: Milner 1-1, Payamps 1-1, Miami AB R H BI|BB SO Avg. ; .
; Yankees 3 (Rice 2, Wells). RISP: NY.
Smyly 2-2. WP: Myers. Balk: Myers (3) Chisholm Jr. 2b 30 0 0| 1 2 249 h
Umpires: . HF; Moralés .1B Eddings. De La Cruz if-If 5 1 3 1/ 0 0 242 Yankees 2 for 10. GIDP: Lowe, Grisham. DP:
> - ) g » Belldh 3 1 1 2| 2 1 225  TampaBay 1, NY. Yankees 1.
2B-Additon, 3B-Jimenez. T: 2:30. A: 35,741 Burger 1b 50 1 00 1 .23 pa %y
g Tampa B IP H RER BB SONP ERA
(41,649). Lopez If-cf 40 0 0| 0 1 243 ampa Bay so
T Edwards ss 31 1 0| 1 0 343  LittellL,37 52 9 5 5 2 6102 446
Cincinnati 4, Atlanta 1 Rivera 3b 2 0 1 0[ 0 1 214  Zuber M2 11 1237 615
Cincinnati...102 010 000- 4 9 O b-Sanchez ph-rf 2 0 0 0| 0 1 .245 Kelly 10 4 3 3 0 226 450
Brujan cf-3b 2.0 1 121 23
Atlanta...... 000 000 001- 1 3 0  sunchere 300 0loo i Mlakees P HRERBESON WA
Cincinnati AB R H BI|BB SO Aug ¢-Gordon ph e e 10 100 0 024 266
De La Cruz ss 22 0l 12 25 aranfor Martinezin Oth. b-struck out for T
Candelario dh 40 2 2[0 1 23 Ri : : . Inherited runners: Zuber 2-2. HBP:
Steer 1 40 0 0l o 1 23 iverain 6th. c-singled for Sanchezin 9th. -0 Umpires:  HP-Valentine,
Stephenson ¢ 40 0 0|l 0 2 238 E: Alvarez. 2B: Burger (11), Brujan (12). 3B: 1B-Wol t.t 9B-Cuzzi. 3B-Jimenez. T: 2‘41’
Fraley rf 40 0 0ol 0 2 215 Iglesias (1). HR: Lindor 2 (19), McNeil (8), A‘40%(2:2(4’16537l; ’ enez. 1. 2:41.
y?'teﬁb 40 10000 19  pa g Cruz (17), Bell (10). RBI: Lindor 2 - 03l
airchild cf 3 1 1 0| 0 1 .229 . H
Benson If 2 1 2 1| 10 194 (54), Iglesias (17), McNeil 3 (30), De La
a-Slater ph-If 10 0 ol oo 189  Cruz(45),Bell2(42),Brujan(11).CS:Bader
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BETMGM

New BetMGM customers can sign up
today and get a First Bet Offer up to
$1,500 using bonus code USATSPORTS.
Just download the BetMGM app, deposit
at least $10 and place your first wager on
any game. If your first bet loses, you will
receive bonus bets in the amount of your
bet (up to $1,500). Just make sure you
use bonus code USATSPORTS when you
sign up. Gambling problem? Call
1-800-GAMBLER (Available in the US).
Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY
(467369) (NY). Call 1-800-327-5050 (MA).
21+ only. Please Gamble Responsibly. Call
1-800-NEXT-STEP (AZ), 1-800-BETS-OFF
(IA), 1-800-981-0023 (PR). First Bet Offer
for new customers only. Subject to
eligibility requirements. Rewards are
non-withdrawable bonus bets that expire
in 7 days. In partnership with Kansas
Crossing Casino and Hotel. See
BetMGM.com for Terms. US promotional
offers not available in North Carolina,
New York, Nevada, Ontario, or Puerto
Rico.

ODDS SPONSORED
BY BETMGM.COM

Gannett may earn revenue from sports
betting operators for audience referrals
to betting services. Sports betting
operators have no influence over nor are
any such revenues in any way dependent
on or linked to the newsrooms or news
coverage. Terms apply, see operator site
for Terms and Conditions. Gambling
problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER CO, DC, IL,
IN, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS, NJ, OH, PA, TN, VA,
WV, WY. Call 877-8-HOPENY or text
HOPENY (467369) (NY) Call
1-800-327-5050 (MA). 21+ to wager.
Please = Gamble Responsibly. Call
1-800-NEXT-STEP (AZ), 1-800-522-4700
(NV), 1-800-BETS-OFF (1A),
1-800-270-7117 for confidential help (MI),
1-800-981-0023 (PR). In partnership with
Kansas Crossing Casino and Hotel. Visit
BetMGM.com for Terms & Conditions. US
promotional offers not available in DC,
Nevada, New York or Ontario.
All times Eastern

MLB

American League

East Division
w L Pct GB
Baltimore 60 39 .606 -
NY. Yankees 60 42 588 1%
Boston 53 46 .535 7
Tampa Bay 50 50 .500 10%
Toronto 45 54 455 15

Central Division
Pct GB
Cleveland 59 40 .596 -
Minnesota 55 44 556 4
Kansas City 56 45 554 4
Detroit 50 51 .495 10
Chicago 27 75 265 33%

West Division
W L Pct GB
Houston 52 48 520 -
Seattle 53 49 520 -
Texas 48 52 480 4
L.A. Angels 43 57 430 9
Oakland 40 62 .392 13

National League

East Division

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2024 |

w L Pct GB

Philadelphia 63 37 .630 -

Atlanta 54 45 545 8%

N.Y. Mets 51 48 515 11%

Washington 47 53 470 16

Miami 35 65 .350 28
Central Division

w Pct GB

Milwaukee 57 43 570 -

St. Louis 52 48 520 5

Pittsburgh 51 49 510 6

Chicago 49 53 480 9

Cincinnati 48 53 475 9%
West Division

L Pct GB

L.A. Dodgers 60 41 594 -

San Diego 52 50 510 8%

Arizona 51 50 505 9

San Francisco 48 53 475 12

Colorado 37 64 .366 23
Sunday’s Scores

Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7
St. Louis 6, Atlanta 2
Washington 5, Cincinnati 2
Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Yankees 4
Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 0
Toronto 5, Detroit 4
San Diego 2, Cleveland 1
Miami 4, N.Y. Mets 2
Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 1
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona 1
Texas 3, Baltimore 2
San Francisco 3, Colorado 2
L.A. Angels 8, Oakland 5
Seattle 6, Houston 4
L.A. Dodgers 9, Boston 6

Monday’s Scores
NY. Yankees 9, Tampa Bay 1
Detroit 8, Cleveland 2
NY. Mets 6, Miami 4
Pittsburgh 2, St. Louis 1
Cincinnati 4, Atlanta 1
Minnesota 7, Philadelphia 2
Chicago Cubs 3, Milwaukee 1
Texas 4, Chicago White Sox 3
Kansas City 10, Arizona 4
Colorado 9, Boston 8
Oakland 4, Houston 0
L.A. Angels 3, Seattle 1
L.A. Dodgers 3, San Francisco 2

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit (TBD) at Cleveland (Curry 0-2),
6:40 p.m.
Baltimore (Suarez 5-3) at Miami (TBD),
6:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Lynn 5-4) at Pittsburgh (Skenes
6-0), 6:40 p.m.
San Diego (Vasquez 2-5) at Washington
(TBD), 6:45 p.m.
NY. Mets (Quintana 4-6) at N.Y. Yankees
(Gil 10-5), 7:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (TBD) at Toronto (Berrios 8-7),
7:07 p.m.
Cincinnati (TBD) at Atlanta (Sale 13-3),
7:20 p.m.
Philadelphia (Wheeler 10-4) at Minnesota
(Woods Richardson 3-1), 7:40 p.m.
Milwaukee (Rea 9-3) at Chicago Cubs
(Taillon 7-4), 8:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Crochet 6-6) at Texas
(Gray 4-4), 8:05 p.m.
Arizona (TBD) at Kansas City (Marsh 7-6),
8:10 p.m.
Boston (Criswell 3-4) at Colorado
(Marquez 0-0), 8:40 p.m.
Houston (Bloss 0-0) at Oakland (Bido 1-1),
9:40 p.m.
LA. Angels (Soriano 5-7) at Seattle
(Gilbert 6-5), 9:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Hicks 4-6) at L.A. Dodgers
(Knack 1-2), 10:10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games

Cincinnati (Montas 4-8) at Atlanta (TBD),
12:20 p.m.
St. Louis (TBD) at Pittsburgh (Perez 1-5),
12:35 p.m.
Philadelphia (Nola 11-4) at Minnesota
(TBD), 1:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Steele
2-4), 2:20 p.m.
Boston (Pivetta 4-6) at
(Quantrill 6-7), 3:10 p.m.
Houston (Brown 8-6) at Oakland (Sears

Colorado
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7-7), 3:37 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Canning 3-10) at Seattle
(Castillo 8-10), 3:40 p.m.

Detroit (Flaherty 7-5) at Cleveland (Bibee
8-4), 6:40 p.m.

Baltimore (TBD) at Miami (Cabrera 1-3),
6:40 p.m.

San Diego (Waldron 5-9) at Washington
(Parker 5-5), 6:45 p.m.

NY. Mets (Manaea 6-4) at NY. Yankees
(Cole 3-1), 7:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Eflin 5-7) at Toronto
(Rodriguez 1-3), 7:07 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-9) at Texas
(Eovaldi 6-4), 8:05 p.m.

Arizona (Nelson 7-6) at Kansas City
(Wacha 7-6), 8:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Ray) at L.A. Dodgers
(Glasnow 8-5), 10:10 p.m.

SOCCER
MLS
Eastern Conference

W L TPts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 16 4 5 53 56 39
Cincinnati 15 7 3 48 44 33
Columbus 12 4 7 43 47 22
NY Red Bulls 10 4 1 41 42 31
NY City FC M 9 5 38 36 30
Charlotte FC 10 8 7 37 30 27
Orlando City 9 9 7 34 39 38
Toronto FC 9 14 3 30 34 47
Atlanta 7 1M 7 28 35 36
Philadelphia 6 10 9 27 45 42
CF Montreal 6 10 9 27 34 49
Nashville 6 11 8 26 26 39
D.C. United 6 11 8 26 35 50
Chicago 6 12 7 25 30 42
New England 714 2 23 23 47

Western Conference

W L TPts GF GA
LA Galaxy 14 5 7 49 50 36
LosAngelesFC 14 5 5 47 48 30
Real Salt Lake 12 5 8 44 51 34
Colorado 1M 9 639 47 42
Vancouver 1 8 5 38 43 35
Houston 10 7 7 37 35 30
Seattle 10 8 7 37 34 29
Portland 10 9 6 36 50 42
Minnesota 9 10 6 33 40 4
Austin FC 8 10 7 31 28 37
FC Dallas 8 1 6 30 38 39
Sporting KC 6 14 6 24 41 52
Saint Louis 4 10 11 23 32 46
San Jose 4 19 14 31 61

Wednesday, July 24
MLS All-Stars vs. Liga MX All-Stars at
Columbus, 8 p.m.

GOLF

PGA Money Leaders
Through July 22

1, Scottie Scheffler, $27,696,858.
2, Xander Schauffele, $12,767,160.
3, Rory Mcllroy, $10,353,190.
4, Wyndham Clark, $9,912,305.
5, Ludvig Aberg, $8,149,523.
6, Sahith Theegala, $7,881,210.
7, Collin Morikawa, $7,827,777.
8, Hideki Matsuyama, $7,597,331.
9, Patrick Cantlay, $5,406,237.
10, Chris Kirk, $5,306,316.
11, Byeong Hun An, $5,175,436.
12, Shane Lowry, $5,093,520.
13, Sungjae Im, $5,062,497.
14, Matthieu Pavon, $5,032,808.
15, Tony Finau, $4,881,060.
16, Akshay Bhatia, $4,842,490.
17, Brian Harman, $4,829,023.
18, Robert Macintyre, $4,710,146.
19, Christiaan Bezuidenhout, $4,651,538.
20, Tom Hoge, $4,188,593.
21, Justin Thomas, $4,153,341.
22, Tom Kim, $4,077,718.
23, Sepp Straka, $4,062,901.
24, Russell Henley, $4,016,969.
25, Adam Hadwin, $3,836,448.
26, Will Zalatoris, $3,790,799.
27, Davis Thompson, $3,762,242.
28, Cameron Young, $3,758,346.
29, Tommy Fleetwood, $3,704,908.
30, Sam Burns, $3,680,980.

31, Stephan Jaeger, $3,669,034.
32, Jason Day, $3,573,685.
33, Taylor Pendrith, $3,572,893.
34, Max Homa, $3,569,566.
35, Corey Conners, $3,484,572.
36, J.T. Poston, $3,468,670.
37, Si Woo Kim, $3,427,483.
38, Thomas Detry, $3,415,469.
39, Matt Fitzpatrick, $3,230,225.
40, Denny McCarthy, $3,156,124.
41, Cam Davis, $3,135,234.
42, Keegan Bradley, $3,133,530.
43, Nick Taylor, $3,093,045.
44, Jake Knapp, $3,012,213.
45, Austin Eckroat, $2,925,155.
46, Aaron Rai, $2,736,990.
47, Harris English, $2,736,950.
48, Alex Noren, $2,690,543.
49, Viktor Hovland, $2,679,227.
50, Adam Scott, $2,662,306.
51, Billy Horschel, $2,595,533.
52, Jordan Spieth, $2,567,374.
53, Mackenzie Hughes, $2,557,374.
54, Eric Cole, $2,525,832.
55, Ben Griffin, $2,494,782.
56, Grayson Murray, $2,471,532.
57, Peter Malnati, $2,467,368.
58, Luke List, $2,444,305.
59, Erik van Rooyen, $2,405,949.
60, Patrick Rodgers, $2,378,482.
61, Min Woo Lee, $2,344,226.
62, Taylor Moore, $2,316,051.
63, Davis Riley, $2,061,309.
64, Mark Hubbard, $2,033,030.
65, Maverick McNealy, $2,016,021.
66, Brendon Todd, $2,000,600.
67, Emiliano Grillo, $1,952,469.
68, Victor Perez, $1,902,132.
69, Seamus Power, $1,897,379.
70, Lee Hodges, $1,799,907.
71, Adam Schenk, $1,789,247.
72, Lucas Glover, $1,765,831.
73, Andrew Putnam, $1,729,344.
74, Nicolai Hojgaard, $1,701,716.
75, Ben Kohles, $1,617,384.
76, Kevin Yu, $1,596,211.
77, Keith Mitchell, $1,586,067.
78, Kurt Kitayama, $1,561,323.
79, Adam Svensson, $1,520,975.
80, C.T. Pan, $1,469,714.
81, Andrew Novak, $1,448,140.
82, Justin Rose, $1,439,683.
83, Charley Hoffman, $1,372,726.
84, Beau Hossler, $1,329,849.
85, Doug Ghim, $1,297,581.
86, Nick Dunlap, $1,255,825.
87, Brice Garnett, $1,246,838.
88, Sami Valimaki, $1,241,489.
89, Chandler Phillips, $1,233,697.
90, Harry Hall, $1,218,820.
91, Nate Lashley, $1,214,355.
92, Tyrrell Hatton, $1,191,868.
93, Sam Stevens, $1,190,430.
94, Justin Lower, $1,187,618.
95, Rickie Fowler, $1,146,676.
96, Max Greyserman, $1,113,128.
97, Taylor Montgomery, $1,111,790.
98, Chan Kim, $1,109,986.
99, Joel Dahmen, $1,089,223.
100, David Skinns, $1,039,126.
LPGA Tour Schedule
May 9-12 - Cognizant Founders Cup
(Rose Zhang)
May 16-19 — Mizuho Americas Open (Nelly
Korda)
May 30-June 2 — U.S. Women's Open
(Yuka Saso)
June 7-9 - ShopRite LPGA Classic
Presented by Acer (Linnea Strom)
June 13-16 — Meijer LPGA Classic for
Simply Give (Lilia Vu)
June 20-23 - KPMG Women's PGA
Championship (Amy Yang)
June 27-30 — Dow Championship ()
July 11-14 - The Amundi Evian
Championship (Ayaka Furue)
July 18-21 — Dana Open (Chanettee
Wannasaen)
July 25-28 — CPKC Women’s Open
Aug. 1-4 — Portland Classic, Portland, Ore.
Aug. 14-18 — Trust Golf Women'’s Scottish
Open
Aug. 22-25 — AIG Women's Open, Fife,

Scotland
Aug. 29-Sept. 1 - FM Global
Championship, Norton, Mass.

Sept. 13-15 — The Solheim Cup,
Gainesville, Va.
Sept. 19-22 - Kroger Queen City

Championship  presented by P&G,
Maineville, Ohio

Sept. 27-29 — Walmart NW Arkansas
Championship  Presented by P&G,
Arkansas, Ark.

Oct. 10-13 — Buick LPGA Shanghai,
Shanghai, China PR

Oct. 17-20 — BMW Ladies Championship,
Gangnam-gu, Korea Republic

Oct. 23-27 - LPGA  Maybank
Championship, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Oct. 31-Nov. 3 — TOTO Japan Classic, Otsu
City, Japan

Nov. 6-9 — LOTTE Championship, Ewa
Beach, Hawaii

Nov. 14-17 — The ANNIKA driven by
Gainbridge at Pelican, Belleair, Fla.

Nov. 21-24 - CME Group Tour
Championship, Naples, Fla.
AUTO RACING

NASCAR Brickyard 400 Presented by PPG
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Sunday
1. (5) Kyle Larson, Hendrick Motorsports,

167 laps, 49 points.

2. (1) Tyler Reddick, 23XI Racing, 167, 46.
3. (7) Ryan Blaney, Team Penske, 167, 49.
4. (18) Christopher Bell, Joe Gibbs Racing,
167, 35.

5. (17) Bubba Wallace, 23XI Racing, 167, 42.
6. (24) Todd Gillland, Front Row
Motorsports, 167, 31.

7. (38) Austin Cindric, Team Penske, 167,
30.

8. (25) Daniel Suarez, Trackhouse Racing,
167, 29.

9. (21) Noah Gragson, Stewart-Haas
Racing, 167, 29.

10. (3) Chase
Motorsports, 167, 36.
11. (9) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, JTG Daugherty
Racing, 167, 32.

12.  (30) Carson
Motorsports, 167, 25.
13. (11) Austin Dillon, Richard Childress
Racing, 167, 24.

14. (19) Corey LaJoie, Spire Motorsports,
167, 23.

15. (28) Ross Chastain, Trackhouse Racing,
167, 22.

16. (8) Michael McDowell, Front Row
Motorsports, 167, 26.

17. (27) Zane Smith, Spire Motorsports,
167, 20.

18. (36) Cody Ware, Rick Ware Racing, 167,
19.

Elliott, Hendrick

Hocevar, Spire

19. (22) Ty Dillon, Richard Childress
Racing, 167, 0.

20. (35) Justin Haley, Rick Ware Racing,
167, 17.

21. (26) Brad Keselowski, RFK Racing, 167,
16.

22. (23) Chris Buescher, RFK Racing, 167,
15.

23. (6) Ty Gibbs, Joe Gibbs Racing, 167, 17.
24. (20) Chase Briscoe, Stewart-Haas
Racing, 167, 14.

25. (34) Kyle Busch, Richard Childress
Racing, 166, 12.

26. (31) Ryan Preece, Stewart-Haas
Racing, 165, Accident 11.

27. (14) Martin Truex Jr, Joe Gibbs Racing,

165, 13.

28. (29) Erik Jones, Legacy Motor Club,
165, 9.

29. (10) John H. Nemechek, Legacy Motor
Club, 161, Accident 14.

30. (32) Daniel Hemric, Kaulig Racing, 161,
Accident 7.

31. (13) Alex Bowman,
Motorsports, 161, Accident 10.
32. (2) Denny Hamlin, Joe Gibbs Racing,
161, Accident 23.

33. (33) Jimmie Johnson, Legacy Motor
Club, 110, Accident 4.

Hendrick

34. (12) Joey Logano, Team Penske, 109,
Accident 3.

35. (37) Josh Berry, Stewart-Haas Racing,
104, Accident 2.

36. (16) Harrison Burton, Wood Brothers
Racing, 74, Accident 1.

37. (15) AJ Allmendinger, Kaulig Racing,
74, Accident 0.

38. (4) William Byron,
Motorsports, 73, Accident 8.
39. (39) BJ McLeod, Power Source, 15,
Engine 0.

Hendrick

TRANSACTIONS

Monday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
ATLANTA BRAVES — LF Whit Merrifield
Signed as Free Agent one-year contract.
Nacho Alvarez Jr. Purchased From Minors.
2B Ozzie Albies Placed on 10-Day IL
Fractured left wrist. LF Forrest Wall
Designated for Assignment. LF Eli White
Sent to Minors.
CHICAGO CUBS — P Julian Merryweather
Removed From 60-Day IL Strained right
shoulder. P Julian Merryweather Recalled
From Minors Rehab. P Luke Little
Transferred to 60-Day IL Strained left lat -
out for season. P Hunter Bigge Sent to
Minors.
COLORADO ROCKIES - P German Marquez
Placed on 15-Day IL Right elbow
inflammation. P Noah Davis Called Up
from Minors.
HOUSTON ASTROS - C Victor Caratini
Removed From 10-Day IL Left hip flexor
strain. C Victor Caratini Recalled From
Minors Rehab. C Cesar Salazar Sent to
Minors. SS Aledmys Diaz Purchased From
Minors. 3B Grae Kessinger Sent to Minors.
DH David Hensley Designated for
Assignment.
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Jose Quijada
Removed From 60-Day IL Recovery from
left elbow surgery. Jose Quijada Recalled
From Minors Rehab. P Adam Cimber
Designated for Assignment. P Adam
Cimber Removed From 15-Day IL Right
shoulder  inflammation. P Jack
Kochanowicz Sent to Minors.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS - River Ryan
Purchased From Minors. P James Paxton
Designated for Assignment.
NEW YORK METS - C Logan Porter Sent to
Minors. C Logan Porter Signed as Free
Agent one-year contract. P Cole Sulser
Designated for Assignment.
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — LF David Dahl
Signed to a Minor League Contract.
SEATTLE MARINERS - Jason Vosler
Purchased From Minors.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — CB Tre Swilling cut.
CB Daryl Worley re-signed/unrestricted
free agent.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — T Amarius Mims
signed/draft choice Four-year contract
(fifth-year option).
HOUSTON TEXANS — WR Jared Wayne
cut. RB Cam Akers signed/unrestricted
free agent.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — G lke Boettger
signed to Detroit Lions.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — WR Kevin
Austin Jr. signed to New Orleans Saints.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — S Tyree Gillespie
signed. S Trey Dean cut.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — RB Cam Akers
signed/unrestricted free agent to
Houston Texans.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

DALLAS STARS — RW Joe Pavelski Retired.
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — D Santeri Hatakka
Re-Signed One-year, two-way contract.
UTAH HOCKEY CLUB - C Cole Beaudoin
Signed Three-year, entry-level contract.

TENNIS ROUNDUP

Siniakova survives scare in Prague

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

No. 2 seed Katerina Siniakova sur-

vived a first-round scare on Monday at
the Livesport Prague Open in her native
Czech Republic. Siniakova outlasted
American qualifier Louisa Chirico,
ranked No. 228 in the world, for a 7-5,
4-6, 6-3 victory in 2 hours and 26 min-
utes.

She offset her seven aces with seven
double faults but saved eight of 12 break
points. Czech countrywoman and No. 1
seed Linda Noskova had no such trouble
in a 6-3, 6-2 win over Katarina Zavatska
of Ukraine.

Also advancing to the second round
were Poland’s No. 4 seed Magda Linette
and No. 6 Magdalena Frech, while lucky
loser Kathinka von Deichmann of
Liechtenstein upset No. 8 Anna Karoli-
na Schmiedlova of Slovakia 6-4, 6-4.

UniCredit lasi Open

American qualifier Varvara Lepchen-
ko rallied for a 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 upset of
sixth-seeded Italian Martina Trevisan
in the opening round in Iasi, Romania.

Lepchenko took advantage of 12 dou-
ble faults and broke Trevisan’s serve 11
times in a marathon match that lasted 3
hours and 8 minutes. Lepchenko trailed
4-3inthe second set and 2-1in the third.

No. 3 seed Jaqueline Cristian of Ro-
mania defeated Italy’s Nuria Brancaccio
6-2, 6-4. Fifth-seeded Elina Avanesyan
cruised 6-1, 6-2 over Spain’s Leyre Ro-
mero Gormaz. France’s Chloe Paquet
knocked out No. 7 Maria Lourdes Carle
of Argentina, while No. 8 Anna Bondar
of Hungary was a 6-3, 6-1 winner over
Belgian Marie Benoit.

Men
Atlanta Open

Fifth-seeded Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina delivered 30 winners while re-
cording a 6-2, 7-6 (4) victory over
France’s Arthur Cazaux in the opening
round.

Davidovich Fokina had an11-8 edge in
aces and saved all five break points he
faced while advancing. Cazaux 16 un-
forced errors, two fewer than Davidov-
ich Fokina, to go with 15 winners.

Belgium’s David Goffin moved on
with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 victory over Denis
Shapovalov of Canada, and Japan’s Yo-
shihito Nishioka notched a 7-6 (4), 6-3
win over Zachary Svajda.

Generali Open

Eighth-seeded Laslo Djere of Serbia
defeated Vit Kopriva of the Czech Re-
public 7-6 (6), 6-3 in the opening round
in Kitzbuhel, Austria. Djere had a 6-2
edge in aces and converted 3 of 4 break
points.

Djere next faces Brazil’s Thiago Sey-
both Wild, who was a 6-2, 7-6 (6) winner

over Austria’s Joel Schwaerzler.

In other matches, Germany’s Yan-
nick Hanfmann defeated Spain’s Jaume
Munar 6-3, 6-4; India’s Sumit Nagal
beat Slovakia’s Lukas Klein 6-4,1-6, 7-6
(3); and Nicolas Moreno De Alboran
knocked off Argentina’s Andrea Collari-
ni 6-4, 6-4.

Plava Laguna Croatia Open Umag

Flavio Cobolli had a16-5 edge in win-
ners while cruising to a 6-2, 6-3 victory
over Argentina’s Mariano Navone in the
first round in Umag.

Brazil’s Thiago Monteiro rallied for a
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Katerina Siniakova survived a first-round scare on Monday at the Livesport Prague Open. INAKI ESNAOLA/GETTY IMAGES

3-6, 6-3, 6-4 win over seventh-seeded
Tomas Machac of the Czech Republic.
Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego won a wild third-
set tiebreaker to post a 6-2, 6-7 (1), 7-6
(9) victory over Mili Poljicak of Croatia.
Sonego saved two match points.

In other matches, Serbia’s Dusan La-
jovic beat Austria’s Filip Misolic 6-4,
3-6, 6-2, while Jakub Mensik of the
Czech Republic rolled to a 6-3, 6-2 vic-
tory over Australia’s Alexei Popyrin.
Also, Matej Dodig of Croatia recovered
for a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 triumph over French-
man Enzo Couacaud and Marco Trun-
gelliti beat Guido Andreozzi 4-6, 6-3, 6-2
in a battle of players from Argentina.



