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Kamala Harris hails
Biden’s ‘unmatched
legacy’ and declares:
‘We will fight -

and we will win’

In her first appearance after President Biden quit the election race, the VP said Americans were 'deeply grateful’ to him

£700 MILLION
to send just four*
people to Rwanda

*AND THEY WEREVOLUNTEERS PAIDTO GO

Home secretary Yvette Cooper slams Tory flagship migrant
policy ‘as worst waste of taxpayers’ money I have ever seen’

HOLLY BANCROFT asylum seekers to Rwanda - £290m payment to Rwanda,
SOCIAL AEEAIRS and was planning to spend a as well as “chartering flights
CORRESPONDENT further £10bn. The home that never took off ... and
————— X X secretary called the abandoned paying for more than a

Yvette Cooper has revealed project the “most shocking thousand civil servants to work
that Rishi Sunak’s government  waste of taxpayers’ money I on the scheme”, adding that
had already spent £700m on have ever seen”. She told MPs  four volunteer migrants were

the failed scheme to remove that money spent included a paid to be flown there.
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Harris brings hope but has
a lot of convincing to do

President Joe Biden’s belated decision to end his misguided bid
for re-election has changed the 2024 race for the White House
beyond all recognition. In place of an elderly opponent whose
faculties have been visibly failing, Donald Trump will now face
someone considerably younger than he is.

In place of a man, the chances are that he will face a woman who
now says she will do “everything in her power” to beat him in
November. In place of a nominee whose party support is
divided, he is likely to face a candidate buoyed by a newly
energised Democratic Party; their divisions over Biden’s
candidacy left behind.

Many of the calculations made by Trump and his campaign team
may thus need a rapid rethink. If his graceless response to
Biden’s withdrawal is an early sign of that rethink, then he may
find his wider support shrinking, even as he reinforces his ultra-
loyal base. The early timing of the Republican Convention, once
seen as an advantage, could now turn out to be a liability. His
resilience in the face of the failed assassination attempt will
remain an asset, along with the images of all-American heroism,
but the competition for public attention may start to be more
even than it was.

For all the hope now invested in vice-president Kamala Harris,
however, starry-eyed optimism should be avoided at all costs -
whether it comes from Trump opponents in the United States
who have a vote on 5§ November, or from those abroad,
concerned about the implications of a second Trump presidency.

Serial smasher of glass ceilings Harris may be, but it is not at all
clear from her three-and-a-half years as first reserve that she will
be the one to shatter that final one. If as substantial a political
figure as Hillary Clinton could not do it, Harris has a lot of
convincing still to do.

On the plus side, she has her youth - at 59 - relative to Trump’s
grizzled 78. Being a lawyer and former attorney general could
give her debating points against Trump, given his brushes with
the law that continue, despite the Supreme Court’s recent ruling
on presidential immunity.

Her background - of mixed race, with a Jamaican father and an
Indian mother - could enhance her appeal to America’s younger



and more ethnically diverse voters. Being a woman and a
staunch supporter of abortion rights could also help her to win
women’s votes, in a US election where those rights are at issue
for the first time in 50 years.

As of now, though, the doubts at least balance, and risk
outweighing these assets. It would be an understatement to say
that she does not have a good record as a campaigner. When she
contested the early Democratic primaries in 2020, she was
singularly unimpressive and gaffe-prone, including in debates
where a lawyer and advocate should shine. In her time as vice-
president, she has failed to emerge from the president’s shadow
— was this a sign of loyalty or of weakness? And what price
loyalty if it serves to prolong the campaign of a president who
should not be seeking a second term?

When she was chosen by Biden as his running mate, there were
accusations of tokenism from which she has never successfully
escaped. And she conspicuously failed to get to grips with the
one defined job she was entrusted with by Biden: migration, and
the situation on the southern border. In mitigation, it could be
said that this was always an impossible task, as Biden well knew.
But it counts as a failure nonetheless — as does her seeming
inability to have carved out anything approaching her own
platform or identity over the years.

Senior Democrats may be rushing to embrace Harris as the
candidate with the best prospects of challenging Trump, and so
with the best chance of uniting their fractious party. But if she is
to command the credibility essential to electoral success, she
needs to set out what she stands for and communicate it, clearly,
consistently and without delay.

Trump is a formidable communicator, with an impassioned,
even fanatical, core of supporters. She has to project something
of the same self-belief. In his letter announcing the end of his
campaign, Biden summarised what is, on balance, a positive
domestic record in the White House. Harris could do worse
than share the credit for the relatively strong state of the US
economy, the jobs created and the expansion of healthcare
provision.

In her first speech as the presumed nominee, she paid generous
tribute to Biden, saying his record was “unmatched in modern
history” and suggesting she would campaign to continue what
she sees as his “legacy of accomplishment”. But she also needs to
have answers to Trump on migration and his hard-nosed foreign
policy, on relations with China - in the first instance - and the
war in Ukraine.

A little less than a month remains until the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago, which is as late in the political season as
the Republican Convention was early. Assuming that Harris 1s
the nominee, these will be crucial weeks that will make (or
break) her chances of beating Donald Trump to the White
House. Any mistake or evident weakness will cost her dear. But
the race has entered a new stage, and it is — by a long way - not
over yet.
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Cooper reveals Tories spent
£700m on Rwanda scheme

New home secretary calls asylum backlog ‘Hotel California’
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Yvette Cooper said the Rwanda plan was ‘a shocking waste of taxpayer money* (Parliament TV)

HOLLY BANCROFT
SOCIAL AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENT

Home secretary Yvette Cooper has revealed that Rishi Sunak’s
government has already spent £700m on the plan to remove



asylum seekers to Rwanda and had planned to spend a further
£10bn.

In a stinging speech in the House of Commons yesterday, Ms
Cooper said the Tory government had left an asylum backlog
like “Hotel California” because it stopped processing thousands
of cases. She revealed that four migrants had been paid to
volunteer to go to the east African country as she branded the
policy the “most shocking waste of taxpayer money I have ever
seen’.

The amount already spent on the Rwanda plan includes a
£290m payment to Rwanda, as well as “chartering flights that
never took off, detaining hundreds of people and then releasing
them, and paying for more than a thousand civil servants to
work on the scheme”, she said.

Ms Cooper said the Home Office had predicted the Tory
government would spend over £10bn on the partnership with
Rwanda in six years, adding: “They did not tell parliament that.”

Shadow home secretary James Cleverly, who presided over the
department before the election, accused Ms Cooper of using
“made-up numbers” and criticised the government’s
“discourtesy” to the Rwandan government.

Ms Cooper blamed the previous government for leaving her
with an asylum “Hotel California” where “people arrive in the
asylum system and they never leave”.




Cooper and shadow home secretary James Cleverly clashed

in the Commons over Britain’s asylum cases backlog (PA)
Ms Cooper told MPs civil servants had “effectively stopped
making the majority of asylum decisions” due to the impact of
the Illegal Migration Act, a piece of legislation brought in under
the Tory government.

She said it was the “most extraordinary policy that I've ever
seen”, adding: “Thousands of asylum caseworkers cannot do
their proper jobs and, as a result, the backlog of asylum cases is
now going up.”

Housing these people in taxpayer-funded hotels would cost
£30-40bn over the next four years, according to Home Office
projections, she said. Ms Cooper told MPs she has directed the
Home Office to restart making asylum decisions. The home
secretary will use legislation to end certain provisions in the
[llegal Migration Act so that the Home Office can “immediately
start clearing cases from after March 2023".

She said she would redirect savings from the abandoned Rwanda
scheme to the new border security command. The home
secretary warned that high levels of small boat crossings in the
Channel are likely to persist throughout the summer.

Ms Cooper said she wanted to prioritise returning migrants to
safe countries and said she has tasked the immigration
enforcement team with “intensifying enforcement activity this
summer targeting illegal working across high-risk sectors”.
Home Office staff have been redeployed from the Rwanda
scheme and into returns and enforcement.

Responding to Ms Cooper, Mr Cleverly said the small boats
problem would get worse under Labour because “they have no
deterrent”, adding: “The initial decisions that her government
has made have made this problem worse and not better.”

Enver Solomon, CEO of the Refugee Council, said Ms Cooper’s
statement confirmed that “our warnings went unheeded, and
that previous policies have left the system in meltdown”. The
British Red Cross welcomed the news that asylum cases would
be processed.



Want your views to be included in The Independent Dailp Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.

Please include your address

BACK TO TOP A



TUESDAY 23 JULY 2024

News

Biden says he will ‘work like
hell’ to get Harris elected

President speaks at vice-president’s campaign launch
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Ready for the race: Kamala Harris enters her campaign headquarters in Delaware (Getty)

ALEX WOODWARD

In his first remarks since he ended his presidential campaign,
president Joe Biden spoke remotely to campaign staff and
supporters as Kamala Harris launched her bid for the
Democratic nomination at the campaign HQ in Delaware last
night.



“I know yesterday’s news was surprising and, it was hard for you
to hear, but it was the right thing,” said Mr Biden, who had
announced that he was ending his re-election campaign and
throwing his support behind Harris in the race against Donald
Trump.

“The name is changed on top of the ticket, but the mission
hasn’t changed at all,” he told supporters in Wilmington. “And
by the way, I’'m not going anywhere. I’'m going to be out there to
campaign with her, with Kamala. I'm going to be working like

hell.”

Mr Biden, who has been isolating after being diagnosed with
Covid-19 last week, promised to be “fully engaged” with Ms
Harris’s campaign as he finishes out the next six months of his
administration.

In her first stump speech as the likely Democratic nominee, Ms
Harris hailed Mr Biden’s legacy in office, promised to unite the
Democratic Party around her campaign, and took aim at her
Republican rival, framing Mr Trump as a career criminal up
against her history as a top law enforcement official in
California.

As a former prosecutor, she “took on perpetrators of all kinds”,
including “predators who abused women, fraudsters who ripped
off consumers, cheaters who broke the rules for their own gain,”
she said.

“So hear me when I say, I know Donald Trump’s type,” she
added.

Ms Harris declared her support for restoring constitutional
rights to abortion care, combatting the proliferation of high-
powered firearms, reviving the Voting Rights Act, and
dismantling the Project 2025 framework bolstering Mr Trump’s
campaign - all key elements of Mr Biden’s now-finished
campaign.

“Our campaign has always been about two different versions of
what we see as the future of our country,” she said. “Two
different visions for the future of our country, one focused on



the future, the other focused on the past. Donald Trump wants
to take our country backward to a time before many of our fellow
Americans had full freedoms and rights, but we believe in a
brighter future that makes room for all Americans.”

Republican officials have called on Mr Biden to resign from the
presidency after he dropped out of the race, and Mr Trump and
his allies have thrown out baseless arguments that he was never
sick with Covid at all.
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Kamala Harris told supporters she will ‘make the case to the
American people — and we are going to win’ (Getty)
The president’s endorsement of Ms Harris on Sunday was
followed by a wave of support from Democratic officials and
delegates who will cast their vote for her as the party’s nominee
at next month’s Democratic National Convention in Chicago.

More than 28,000 people have signed up to volunteer for the
first time atter Mr Biden left the race and endorsed Ms Harris,
according to the campaign.

The campaign also hauled in more than $81m from donors
within its first 24 hours, with Mr Biden’s running mate-turned-
preferred nominee standing to inherit the president’s massive
campaign war chest.

Mr Biden, sounding hoarse while recovering from Covid,
thanked his team and urged their support for his vice-president.



“I know how hard you’ve worked, how many sacrifices you’ve
made, and so many of you ... uprooted your lives for me and the
kind of commitments few people make for anything these days,
but you made it,” he said. “And I’ve been honoured and
humbled. I mean, this is from the bottom of my heart ... for all
you’ve done for me and my family.”

Ms Harris, who made her entry into the campaign headquarters

2

to Beyonce’s “Freedom”, acknowledged the “rollercoaster” of an
election cycle that marked the end of Mr Biden’s chances of a
second term while propelling her to the top of the Democratic

ticket

“And we’re all filled with so many mixed emotions about this,”
she said. “I love Joe Biden, and I know we all do, and we have so
many darn good reasons for loving Joe Biden, and I have full
faith that this team will be the reason we win in November.”

With a little over 100 days left before election day, Ms Harris
intends to “make the case to the American people — and we are
going to win,” she said.

She pointed to Mr Biden’s legacy in office over the first three
and a half years of his administration - noting his response to
the Covid crisis and his advocacy for democracy at home and
abroad - but acknowledged “there is still more work to do”.

“In this election, we know we each face a question, what kind of
country do we want to live in — a country of freedom,
compassion and rule of law, or a country of chaos, fear and hate,”
she said.

“We each have the ability to answer that question,” she added.
“We have work to do. We have doors to knock on, we have
people to talk to, we have phone calls to make, and we have an
election to win.”

On Sunday, Ms Harris used her first public appearance since
President Biden withdrew from the race to compare him
favourably with his predecessors and praise his record.

Ms Harris, who spoke on the White House’s South Lawn while
standing in for Mr Biden at an event to honour teams from this



past collegiate athletics season, told attendees that Mr Biden’s
achievements were, in her words, “unmatched in modern
history”.

She added: “In one term, he has already surpassed the legacy of
most presidents who have served two terms in office.”

Ms Harris recalled how she’d first met Mr Biden through his late
son, Beau, while he was serving as Delaware’s attorney general
and she was serving as California’s. She said Beau often spoke of
his father in glowing terms, adding that the qualities Mr Biden’s
late son “revered in his father” were the same ones she had seen
in the president “every day” during their time serving together,
including “his honesty, his integrity, his commitment to his faith
and his family, his big heart and his love, |and his| deep love of
our country’.

“And I am first-hand witness that every day our president, Joe
Biden, fights for the American people, and we are deeply, deeply
grateful for his service to our nation,” she added.

Within hours of the president’s announcement on Sunday, the
Biden-Harris re-election campaign had officially rebranded itself
as “Harris for President” in Federal Election Commission
paperwork and on social media.
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Biden was bad news but
Harris 1s not a unifying

figure for the Democrats
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The US president didn’t immediately endorse his VP to be candidate upon announcing he was
stepping down (AP)

JON SOPEL

[f this isn’t a contradiction, the news that Joe Biden is pulling
out 1s simultaneously shocking but not in the least surprising.
America seems to specialise in this.



But reading through his letter announcing that he is leaving
November’s presidential race — a decision that had been forced
on him by the money drying up, the poll numbers tanking and
the questions about his health mounting - it is what you would
expect: a long list of his achievements, that he couldn’t have
done it without the American people and the support of those
around him.

There was praise for his veep, Kamala Harris — but there was one
sentence conspicuously absent. I reread the letter twice to
check. There was no endorsement of her to be his successor.
Nothing. And given how much focus there would have been on
this most salient point, and how many drafts the letter would
have gone through before being released, it was notable. And
here’s the problem.

The reservations about Kamala Harris run deep — and not just
among Republicans. Very recently I was with a senior US
diplomat and I asked how Kamala Harris was doing as vice-
president. The response was telling: “Oh, she’s doing a little
better, you know.” If the phrase damning with faint phrase
means anything...

Biden quickly followed up his initial letter with a statement
saying he fully backs Kamala to succeed him, and that he wants
her to be the Democratic Party’s nominee. I think a lot of the big
guns will follow his lead.

The problem for the party at this agonising moment is there are
probably better candidates — most notably the governors of
California and Michigan, Gavin Newsom and Gretchen
Whitmer respectively — but to get from Biden stepping down to
one of those winning the nomination would probably necessitate
a bloodbath, while Donald Trump sits with his feet up, watching
the carnage unfold.

In Kamala Harris’s favour, she has been energetic while
campaigning on abortion rights issues - a key concern in this
election — and wherever a woman’s reproductive rights have
been on the ballot, voters have gone for a woman’s right to
choose.
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There is an opportunity in who Kamala picks as her
running mate - if she secures the nomination. What
you want is someone who reaches a demographic
you don’t ... think JFK picking Lyndon B Johnson

9

But the negatives are long. One of the issues that Biden gave her

to mastermind was the issue of immigration and the southern
border. It has been a disaster. The border is still one of Trump’s
trump cards. She gave the impression that she didn’t really want
to get mud on her high-heeled shoes by getting stuck into this.

There is a question of misogyny, too. When Hillary Clinton ran
in 2016, that was undoubtedly a factor in her defeat (although
she ran a lousy campaign - not to mention other issues).

But one more pressing question is the age-old one: what did she
know and when? If the reason that Joe Biden is stepping aside is
because of his cognitive decline, how long has he been like that?
Were the Americans duped about the real state of his health?
Why was she still fully backing him if she knew he wasn’t
physically capable?

Republican attack ads have been prepared and are ready to go.
And a taste of the style of assault was on show from Donald
Trump on Saturday night. She’s nuts, he was telling his audience
in Michigan. “You ever watch a laugh? She’s crazy. You can tell a
lot by a laugh. She’s crazy,” he revelled in telling the audience.

And her record as a liberal Californian will bear no relation to
reality — but hey, this is US politics. Don’t let the facts get in the
way of a good story. It will be ugly. That’s the bad news.



There 1s an opportunity in who she picks as her running mate -
if, of course, she secures the nomination. What you want ideally
from a running mate is someone who reaches a demographic
you don’t, the balancing of the ticket. Think JFK - a
northeastern, liberal, elite, wealthy Catholic picking Lyndon B
Johnson, a Texan redneck from the South with whom he had
nothing in common.

Donald Trump hasn’t done that this time around. When he
chose the former Indiana governor, Mike Pence, in 2016, it was
smart. Here was a God-fearing evangelical who put faith above
politics, giving reassurance to the evangelicals of America that it
was safe to vote Trump.

But in 2024, Trump has gone for the Maga mini-me in the shape
of JD Vance, who is arguably more “out there” on economic
populism, isolationism, the border and anti-abortion policies
than Trump himsell.

In other words, the centre ground of US politics is sitting
vacant. Make the right choice of running mate, get some energy
into the campaign, suck the oxygen away from Trump and you
never know. Because then, all of a sudden, the focus will switch
to age — and Trump will be the old man in the race. In fact, the
oldest person in US history to become president.

November is still a long way away.

‘fon Sopel was the BBC's North America editor throughout Donald
Trump’s presidency and now hosts the ‘News Agents’ and ‘News
Agents USA’ podcasts
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Could anything stop Harris
from being the nominee?

2-(29 cu)rrent vice-president has enjoyed a surge of donations following Joe Biden’s endorsement
etty

MARY DEJEVSKY

When Joe Biden announced that he was abandoning his
campaign for a second presidential term, he endorsed vice-
president Kamala Harris to replace him as the Democratic
nominee. While this smoothes her path to the nomination, it
does not absolutely guarantee that she will secure it.



Why can’t Biden decide who should replace him?

It would be a lot simpler if he could. But even the official
nominee, as Biden was, cannot just designate a replacement if
stepping down, for whatever reason.

Winning a party’s presidential nomination is the result of half a
year of primaries and caucuses at state level that are part and
parcel of US democracy. The process gives state-level legitimacy
to the nominee eventually chosen. This year, the process was
not as visible or protracted as it often is, because Donald Trump
was the outright favourite for the Republican nomination and
Biden, as the incumbent president, faced almost no opposition
from his party so nominations were decided early.

In the event a nominee needs to be replaced, there is no time for
the whole process to be repeated. But the principle that states
decide on the nomination for the federal office of president is
not something to be jettisoned lightly.

The president’s endorsement counts for a lot and has already
encouraged other senior party figures to follow suit, making
Harris the out-and-out favourite. But it is not the last word.

What about the money?

This i1s another major complication. Raising money is a big
element in US elections, and it is often the candidate who raises
the most money who wins. An exception was Donald Trump
when he beat Hillary Clinton in 2016.

Most of the money goes to the individual campaign, not to the
party. So, in theory, this has to be undone if there is a change of
candidate. Biden cannot hand over all his campaign funds to
Harris without the approval of donors, who tend to have a keen
sense of the way the political wind is blowing. Donors halting
their support for Biden was one of the factors that brought about
the end of his re-election bid. Since his announcement, money
has flowed to Harris, but an ability to raise funds will be a
consideration for anyone thinking of challenging her for the
nomination.

So what happens next?



Kamala Harris has said directly that she wants to earn the
nomination. In other words, she would be prepared to compete
with others. At present, it looks as though this will not be
necessary; potential candidates - including California governor
Gavin Newsom - have ruled themselves out, either not fancying
a fight with Trump, or not wanting to jeopardise the incipient
unity in the Democratic Party following Biden’s decision.

[f she is the only declared candidate for the nomination, Harris
will campaign as the de facto nominee until the party’s
convention in Chicago in four weeks’ time. There, delegates
from the states will vote to confirm her nomination - as they
would have done with Biden if he had stayed in the race - and
the nomination will be final.

Could something still go wrong for Kamala Harris?

Usually, the nomination vote is a formality. However, it is
possible that the convention could offer an opportunity for
anyone opposing Harris’s anointment to show their hand. In the
event of such a challenge, there could be one or more hustings
at the convention prior to the vote by state delegates. In this
event, the convention can be the body that actually decides the
nomination.

Is there any sign of a challenge to her nomination?

At present, senior Democrats appear so desperate to heal the
division over Biden’s capacity to serve another term that there is
little overt opposition to Harris’s nomination. Support from Bill
and Hillary Clinton has been particularly significant. However,
there 1s one person whose intervention appears to have been
decisive in forcing Biden to pull out who has yet to endorse
Harris: Barack Obama - whose wife, Michelle, was incidentally
one of those named as a potential replacement. This might
suggest that Harris’s nomination is not quite in the bag.
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Tories to choose leader to
replace Sunak on 2 Nov

L

Kemi Badenoch and James Cleverly are expected to compete to replace Rishi Sunak (Getty)

BARNEY DAVIS

The next Conservative leader will be announced on 2
November, the party has said.

The person chosen to replace Rishi Sunak will be named just
days before the US presidential election, which is on 5
November.



The 1922 Committee has drawn up a timetable for the contest
after the party suffered the worst general election result in its
parliamentary history.

Mr Sunak will remain as acting leader until 2 November.

Former business secretary Kemi Badenoch and ex-foreign
secretary James Cleverly are expected to pitch themselves as
candidates aiming to bring the right and centrist wings of the
party together after the humiliating defeat on 4 July.
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Frontrunner: shadow housing secretary Badenoch is likely to

run as a unifying candidate (BBC)
Robert Jenrick, the former immigration minister, and Priti Patel,
the ex-home secretary, are likely to represent the right of the
party in the contest.

Tom Tugendhat and ex-work and pensions secretary Mel Stride
are expected to run as centrist candidates.

Mr Sunak said: “It’s in the national interest for us to have a
smooth and orderly transition to a new leader of the opposition,
so [ will stay in post until November 2nd, and the result of our
leadership election.

“This will allow our party to fulfil its role as the official
opposition professionally and effectively. I believe this is what is
best for the Conservative Party and, most importantly, our
country.

“It would be inappropriate for me to make any comment about
the leadership campaign or candidates. I am confident that this



timetable decided by the party board and the 1922 Committee
will allow for a thoughtful, professional and respectful contest.”

The party revealed candidates will need a proposer, a seconder
and eight nominations to proceed to the ballot. Nominations
will open on 24 July at 7pm and will close at 2.30pm on 29 July.

The party will then narrow the list down to four candidates, who
will plead their case to party members at the Conservative Party
conference.

The parliamentary party will then whittle it down to the final
two candidates, who will then be subject to a vote by
Conservative Party members.

The ballot of party members will be conducted via online voting
and will close at Spm on 31 October - the result will be
announced three days before the US election.

Bob Blackman, chairman of the 1922 Committee, said: “I am
determined that our party will have a respectful and thorough
leadership debate. I believe that this timetable will allow for this.

“While there are significant debates to be had about our party’s
future, we must remember that the country - and our members
- want to see us engaged in proper debate, not personal attacks.

“I am confident that this process will allow for this.”

The general election saw the Tories reduced to 121 MPs and the
party faces a battle to see off the threat from Reform UK on the
right and the loss of traditional Conservative heartlands to the
Liberal Democrats.
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Labour consider scrapping

‘cruel’ two-child benefit cap

L%

Charities, opposition parties and some of Keir Starmer’s own MPs have all urged the new PM to
abolish the policy (PA

KATE DEVLIN
WHITEHALL EDITOR

The new Labour government will consider scrapping the two-
child benefit cap as Sir Keir Starmer comes under growing
pressure to ditch the “cruel” policy.



Education secretary Bridget Phillipson said the limit would be
looked at “as one of a number of ways” to lift children out of
poverty. Her comments come as Labour could face its first
backbench revolt over the cap, which affects 1.6

million children.

Charities, opposition parties and some of his own MPs have all
urged the new PM to abolish the cap, brought in as an austerity
measure under the Conservative coalition government. Left-
wing Labour MPs were expected to hit out at the policy in a
Commons debate yesterday, while SNP has tabled an
amendment to the King’s Speech calling for it to be axed.

Labour refused to say it would scrap the cap during the general
election, warning the state of the public finances meant it could
not afford to make such a pledge. In an apparent bid to head oft
unhappiness among its own ranks, last week the government
announced a review of potential policies to alleviate rising

child poverty.

Education secretary Bridget Phillipson suggested the cap
may be scrapped to ‘lift children out of poverty’ (PA)

Ms Phillipson told Sky News: “Too many young people in our
country are growing up in poverty. That number increased
massively under the Conservatives. There are a range of
measures that we will need to consider in terms of how we
respond to this.” On ditching the two-child benefit limit, she
added: “Unfortunately, it’s also a very expensive measure, but



we will need to consider it as one of a number of levers in terms
of how we make sure we lift children out of poverty.”

She also described housing as a “big factor” saying that for “lots
of families work doesn’t pay in the way that it should, and ...
increasingly what we see is that children are growing up in
poverty where there is at least one person in that household in
work. We will look at every measure in terms of how we can
address this terrible blight that scars the life chances of too
many children.”

Hours later Sir Keir said there was “no silver bullet” to tackle
child poverty but “it’s good that we’re having a debate about it”.
He added: “If there was a silver bullet it would have been shot a
very long time ago.”

Instead, there was a “complicated set of factors” including pay,
benefits, work, housing, education and health “and that is why
you need a strategy to deal with it”. He also acknowledged the
“passion” of Labour MPs who may be considering rebelling over
the issue.

Introduced by the then-chancellor George Osborne in 2015, the
policy limits child welfare payments to the first two children in
most families. The charity Action for Children has called the
measure “cruel” and said it “creates and entrenches child
poverty’.




George Osborne brought in the two-child benefit policy in

2015 when he was chancellor (Reuters)
The SNP motion, which was expected to be debated yesterday,
is thought to be supported by former Labour leader, and now
independent MP, Jeremy Corbyn. It is not yet clear if it will
ultimately be voted on, however, a decision that is up to
Commons speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle.

Ahead of the debate, the SNP’s Westminster leader Stephen
Flynn said: “The two-child cap was the Tories operating at their
worst, so scrapping the cap would deliver on the promise made
to the public for real change.” At the weekend Labour MP Rosie
Duffield warned the two-child cap amounted to “social
cleansing” and was an “anti-feminist and unequal piece of
legislation”. “It legislates against women’s autonomy over their
own bodies, the exact opposite of anything that could possibly
be described as a Labour Party value,” she wrote in an article for

The Sunday Times.

Downing Street later denied the government had changed its
position on the two-child cap. The prime minister’s official
spokesperson told reporters: “I think, as the chancellor said on
the round yesterday, that they weren’t going to make spending
commitments without being able to say where the money was
going to come from. But that doesn’t mean that we can’t take
action to tackle child poverty.”

He also rejected the idea Ms Phillipson had spoken out of turn,
saying “nothing’s out of the scope of the taskforce”.
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Violence against women
soars 40% as police chief
calls it ‘national emergency’

-
Charities say it is important to remember some victims will not report violence to the police
(Photos PA)

MAYA OPPENHEIM
WOMEN’'S CORRESPONDENT

Crimes involving violence against women and girls have surged
by almost 40 per cent in England and Wales in recent years,



according to a new report.

The study, by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and
College of Policing, found the number of recorded crimes has
soared from an estimated 789,703 in 2018-19 to 1,080,157 In
2022-23.

Deputy Chief Constable Maggie Blyth, deputy chief executive
of the College of Policing, branded violence against women and
girls a “national emergency”. Researchers found almost 3,000
crimes of violence against women are recorded by the police
every day — with at least one in 12 women becoming victims
every year.

The new report, titled The National Policing Statement for
Violence Against Women and Girls, found that offences
involving violence against women and girls in 2022-23 made up
20 per cent of all crime. The study calls for a policing hub named
the National Centre for Public Protection to be set up to ensure
forces are given specialist training as well as carrying out
preventative work to tackle the problem alongside other
agencies.

TV star Georgia Harrison, who was a victim of revenge porn at
the hands of her former partner, fellow reality TV star Stephen
Bear, told The Independent: “The fact the statistics show a
dramatic rise in cases is horrifying to me.” Bear was jailed for 21
months in March after he posted a video of the pair having sex
in his garden in Loughton, Essex, in August 2020, to his
OnlyFans account.



Georgia Harrison, who was a victim of revenge porn, says the
statistics are ‘horrifying’

Commenting on the report, Ms Harrison said: “I truly believe
misogynistic online algorithms play a huge part in the rise of
violence against women and girls. I see it so often with young
men scrolling through Instagram with so much of the content
aimed at degrading women and encouraging sexism on every
level. I have hope for change with Labour coming into power.”

Ms Harrison, who has appeared on T/e Onlp Wayp Is Essex and
Love Island, called for men to treat their partners how they
would like their mother, daughter, sister, or aunty to be treated
- “with love and respect”.

Ms Blyth, who is also the lead for violence against women and
girls at the NPCC, said: “We know that continuous
improvement is needed to strengthen policing’s response to
violence against women and girls.

“Improvements must be driven nationally, ensuring consistency
from force to force to give victims the service they expect and
deserve.” She said a centralised hub within policing that
combines “specialised skill sets” would enable police forces to
improve how they deal with crimes involving violence against
women.

Ms Blyth added: “However, this will only achieve progress as
part of a wider, effective criminal justice system, which at
present is overwhelmed and underperforming for victims.



“Violence against women and girls is a national emergency. We
need the support and direction of government to intervene and
address the current problems within the criminal justice system
and lead the way on a whole-system approach to violence against
women and girls. We aspire to a position where an effective
criminal justice response to violence against women and girls is
the last resort.”

oe

How are we meant to have confidence that police
are treating violence against women and girls as a
priority if they aren’t even rooting out offenders
within their own ranks?

9

The report found child sexual abuse and exploitation has surged

Abigail Ampofo, chief executive of Refuge

by more than 400 per cent between 2013 and 2022. Researchers
found that one in six murders was linked to domestic abuse in
2022-2023 and that arrests for domestic abuse-related offences
surged by 22 per cent in the year ending March 2023, compared
to the previous period.

Despite this, many victims are faced with homelessness or going
back to their abusers because of a chronic national shortage of
refuge places. The study estimated that one in 20 people is the
perpetrator of violence against women and girls each year -
although the true scale of the problem is thought to be
substantially worse.

Sophie Francis-Cansfield, of leading domestic abuse charity,
Women’s Aid, said: “It 1s important to remember that many



survivors will not report their experiences to the police,
therefore we know the issue will be much larger than the data
shows.” She called for collaboration between the government,
the criminal justice system, and experts.

Abigail Ampofo, interim chief executive of Refuge, a domestic
abuse charity with which 7/%e Independent is partnered, said the
report contains a “glaring omission” around how police are
addressing “cultural change and dealing with institutional
misogyny .

She added: “Without a continued, relentless focus on rooting
out police perpetrators of violence against women and girls, we
fear that perpetrators will remain within police ranks. How are
we meant to have confidence that police are treating violence
against women and girls as a strategic priority if they aren’t even
rooting out offenders within their own ranks?”

Responding to the recent Angiolini report, commissioned after
the murder of Sarah Everard by serving officer Wayne Couzens,
Met Police commissioner Sir Mark Rowley said: “We must go
further and faster to earn back the trust of all those whose
confidence in policing has been shaken by events of recent
years.”
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Four members of the same
family killed in horror crash

Two motorcyclists also died in ‘truly horrendous’ collision on
West Yorkshire road that has left an 11-year-old girl orphaned
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Shannen Morgan, her p_artner Shane RoIIer and daughters L|II|e and Ruble (Facebook
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Four members of the same family, including two young girls,
have been killed in a horror car crash that left an 11-year-old girl
orphaned as well as two motorcyclists dead.



Shannen Morgan, her partner Shane Roller, and their daughters
Lillie and Rubie, aged nine and four, died when their Ford Focus
was in a collision with a motorbike on a rural West Yorkshire
road at around 3.54pm on Sunday afternoon.
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Rubie and Lillie Morgan-Roller, aged nine and four, were

both killed in the crash on Sunday (West Yorkshire Police)
West Yorkshire Police said the motorcyclist and pillion
passenger, a man and a woman, were also confirmed dead at the

scene on the A61 between Staincross in Barnsley, and
Newmillerdam in Wakefield.

Organisers of an online fundraiser set up for Ms Morgan and Mr
Roller’s third daughter, 11-year-old Poppie, who was not in the



car, said she “lost her whole world in an instant” as they paid
tribute to her “loving” family.

The scene on the blackened A61 following the collision
between the family’s Ford Focus and a motorcycle (PA)

A GoFundMe page, which had reached more than £50,000 by
yesterday afternoon, said: “We are reaching out to you with
heavy hearts and a plea for help. On 21st July 2024, a tragic car
accident took the lives of Poppie’s entire family - her loving
mum, dad, and two little sisters. At just 11 years old, Poppie has
lost her whole world in an instant.”

“Heartbroken” and shocked family members took to social
media to pay tribute to their loved ones who they said “all had a
heart of gold”. Mr Roller’s brother Callum wrote on Facebook:
“I’'m absolutely heartbroken. I'm go|ing to| miss all of you! It’s
absolutely broken my heart and it’s absolutely broke|n| both
side|s| of |the| famil|y|! You all had a heart of gold and |I’'m going
to| miss you all like crazy! My heart goes out to Shannen’s side
of |the| family and mine! We are all in absolute shock.”



Mr Roller, Ms Morgan and their children were described as ‘a

gem of a family’ in online tributes (Shane Roller/Facebook)
In a post on Facebook yesterday, Ms Morgan’s cousin Mandy
Louise Dawson said: “Rip to my cousin her partner and two
youngest daughters. Thinking of ... my cousins and family at this
sad time. Rip Shannen Morgan, gone too soon.” “Absolute gem
of a family and good friends of mine will miss them dearly

sending love to all family and friends xx,” wrote Michael White.

Jamie Phillips, who was among those leaving flowers at the
scene, told the BBC he was friends with Mr Roller. He said: “He
was a normal, working lad... a nice kid, he was always smiling.
He was cheerful and loved his family.” He added: “I couldn’t
sleep all night knowing what had happened... Barnsley is only
small so it is going to affect quite a lot of people.”

Debris strewn across the rural road following the collision
between the car and a motorbike (Danny Lawson/PA)



Speaking to reporters at the scene, Superintendent Alan Travis
of Wakefield District Police described the incident as “truly
horrendous”, involving a “devastating loss of life”. He said: “My
heart goes out to the loved ones who have lost loved ones in this
incident.”

He thanked the police, fire and ambulance crews who worked at
the scene, saying: “This has obviously been an extremely tragic
incident.” He added that the road would remain closed for some
time to come while police investigations continued.

Police forensic officers at the crash site on Sunday - the
motorcyclist and pillion passenger, a man and a woman, were
confirmed dead at the scene (Danny Lawson/PA)

Photographs from the scene showed the badly damaged
carriageway, and a burnt-out, mangled car on a grass verge. Near
the wrecked vehicle, debris can be seen strewn across the road.

Supt Travis said earlier: “This is an absolutely tragic incident
which has resulted in the loss of six lives. Our thoughts go out to
the families of those who have died who we are working with to
provide support at this time.”



Supt Alan Travis of Wakefield District Police described the
crash as ‘an absolutely tragic incident’ (Danny Lawson/PA)

The local MP, Dan Jarvis, described the tragedy as “devastating”
as he sent his condolences on Sunday night. Security minister
Mr Jarvis, who is the MP for Barnsley North, said on X, formerly
Twitter: “Devastating news. My heartfelt condolences go to the
family and friends of those who have tragically lost their lives.”

Anpone with any information is asked to contact West Yorkshire
Police by calling 101, quoting reference 1157 of 21/7.
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Unsung heroes helping to
ombat the climate crisis

The Independent will be launching a list of 100 people
contributing to the frontline fight against global warming -
we need your suggestions for those who deserve recognition
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LOUISE BOYLE
SENIOR CLIMATE CORRESPONDENT

Every day, mankind comes face to face with the eftects of the
growing global climate crisis, its catastrophic impact — and the



need for urgent change.

Last year was the hottest in human history, with nearly half the
days breaching the 1.5C (2.7F) warming threshold set by world
leaders in Paris in 2015, to mitigate against dangerous heat rises
that impact on weather systems and nature as well as our health
and ways of life.

After June broke temperature records, scientists now fear that
2024 could be even hotter. For decades, T/he Independent has led
the way in reporting on the devastating effect of greenhouse
gases and deforestation on global average temperatures, as well
as efforts to cut carbon emissions.

We also feel it is important to highlight the work of those most
effectively working on the frontline of the climate crisis.

In September, we will unveil our Climate 100 List, a roll call of
people working in various fields — science, academia, activism,
philanthropy, sport, travel, business, tech, fashion and
entertainment - all of whom are committed to the fight against
climate change.

From leading lights to lesser-known figures, the 100 people and
organisations on our list will embody T/e Independent’s
commitment to making change happen. What unites them is a
burning ambition to find fast and effective solutions.

Compiled by The Independent, the list will be unveiled in
September, during the United Nations Summit of the Future in
New York, part of the 15th annual NYC Climate Week.

Our inaugural Climate 100 List comes at a critical moment for
the planet. Fortunately, communities and leaders everywhere
are waking up to the size of that challenge - as well as the global
transformation required to prevent disaster.

The world is increasingly turning towards wind and solar power,
with a record 30 per cent of electricity in 2023 produced by
renewables. Clean energy technology - such as electric cars,
critical minerals and battery storage — i1s booming.

Climate change and environmental concerns have been at the
core of The Independent’s journalism for nearly 40 years,



reflecting the passion and activism of our readers. Three out of
four Independent readers consider themselves environmentally
friendly and have acted to make their homes more energy
efficient, to shop locally, and to adapt how they travel and eat.

With that in mind, we would like our readers to get involved in
the Climate 100 List. We have reserved five entries on the list to
be nominated by readers of The Independent.

As communities and leaders worldwide recognise that
transformative action must happen now, we invite you to share
stories of the unsung climate heroes in your community.

Nominations must be submitted by Friday 16 August. The list
will be unveiled in full in the third week of September.

Submit your nominations for The Independent’s Climate 100 list
here - and, to stay up to date, register for our newsletter.

Salute those who
won’t turn away from

the climate crisis
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“This summer in 50C Delhi
1s unlike any other I've had’

In stifling temperatures that stop air conditioners from
working and make tap water scalding hot, Stuti Mishra is
forced to live with India’s new reality of extreme heat

A labourer works in an intense heatwave in Jammu this summer - at least 110 people have died
from heatstroke across the country this summer (AFP/Getty)

Standing outside felt like being in a furnace. Air conditioners
stopped working, tap water was scalding hot, and the physical
capacity for any slightly laborious task plummeted. Burns from



hot surfaces were a real threat, and even a short walk left me
feeling utterly drained.

This summer in Delhi - where temperatures have hovered
around the S0C mark throughout May and June - has been
surreal, exhausting, and unlike any other I have experienced.
The air conditioner, once a luxury, became a necessity, a lifeline.
But despite running non-stop, the cool air struggled to make a
dent against the sweltering temperatures.

There was no respite at night either, when sleeping was a
struggle as power cuts became more frequent and the stifling
heat persisted. Even in the early morning and the late evening,
the mercury would regularly top 40C, all but closing the window
of opportunity to grab just a few moments outdoors in a
temperature that resembled something humane.
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