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/0 more Palestinians killed as
Israel pounds south Gaza city

400,000 civilians ordered to flee ..

Arab Mews Jeddah

At least 70 Palestinlans
were kKilled and more
Chan 200 injured on
Monday as Israel pounded
the city of Khan Younis in
southern Gaza with tank
shells and afrstrikes.

Earlier Israeli forces ordered
civilians to0 move out of the

densely  built-up  area,

1 heBrief

BEOOK FAIR

The Madinah Book Fair will
take place from July 30 to Aug.
&, featuring over 300 publishing
hiowses andd agencies acrnss more
than 200 booths. P4

~ RIOTERS JAILED

The UAE [as imprisoned 57 Ran-

gladeshis, including 3 for life, for

imciting rioks on Fraday mn several
stroets across the coamitry. PT

- SMART CITY PUSH

The Saudi National Housing Co,

fuas partmered with South Rorean

bech irm Naver Corp. o enhance
srart city solutions. P12

wilere

about 4000 people live
bui gave them no time to do

st before the bombardment
b eEan

Tanks advanced lor more than
2km into the eastern suburb of
Banl Suhaila, forcing people to
Bee under fire. Some families
did so on donkey carts, others
om foot, carmying mattresses and
olher belongings.

"It 15 like doomsday,”
Abu Khaled said.

resident

“Many are dead and wounded
on the roads.”

Al Nasser Hospital in Khan
Younis, people stood oulside
the morgue to say hrewell to
diead relatives.

“We are tlred, we are tired in
Gara, every day our children
are killed, every day, every
maoment” sald one of them,
Alhmed Sammour

"No one told us to evacuate
They brought four floors

crashing down an civilians”

Doctors at the hospital urged
residents on Monday (o donate
blood because of the large
number of casaaltics.

“A family, incluoding children,
were all tom to pleces while
they were sleeping” said one
man who arnved at the hospital
in an ambulance carryimg
the bodies.

The Israeh military sawd it had
launched the new bombardment

THREAT OF FAMINE

.but given no time before bombardment began

becanse Palestinian  militants
had fired rockeis from easiern

Fhan Younis and swere adusting
the boundanes of a designated
humanitarian zone in nearby
Mawasi to keep civilians away
from comhbat areas.

(Faza elwil eIRergency
chiels sad the humanitiarian
arcas, where L7 million refugeces
were  sheltering, had  been
reduced from 65 sguare km fo
45 square km.

&FINALLY
MONA TOUGAARD
IN NEW CAMPAIGN

Iraq ‘now
top conduit’

Jor drug
trafficking

Arab Nows J=ddab

Irag s becoming a  migor
conduit for reglonal trafficking
in illegal drogs, a UN repor
warned on Monday.

Authorities im Iraq selzed a
record 24 million Caplagon
fableds worth up (o Sl44
million n 2023, triple the
amount seized the previous
vear and 34 times higher than
in 2018

“Iraq appears to be at the
nexus of regional trafficking
roules  and s
critical juncture in the compdex
trafficking dynamics in  the
Mear and Middle East region,”

hecoming o

Iraq is becoming a
critical junciure in the
complex trafficking
dynamics in the Near

and Midkdle East region.

the UN Office
i said,

Caplagon 15 an amphetamine
derived from a once-legal treat-
ment for narcolepsy and atlen
tion disorder.

Maore than 80 percent of pills
seiped in the reglon are made in
Syvria, and Sawdl Arabia is by far
the blgmest market,

S¥ria and Ireg
under pressure  from  the
KRingdom and other Gulf
states to crack down on drug
irafficking.

Al a regtonal anti-drug confer-

an Drugs and

have  comme

ence, gl Pnme Minster
Mohamed Shia Al-Sudani
called for regional coopera-

tlon “to pursue and dismantle
drug gangs.”

Civilians pay the price for Sudan’s civil war

They face "horrendous levels of violence from both sides, medical charity says

Arab News r-0oah

Civilians in Sudan are f[acing
"horrendows levels of viodlence™
in the countrys 15-month
civil war, the medical charity
Medecins Sans Frontieres said in
a report published on Monday.
"“The price paid by civilians
in this war qualifies a conflict
between  warring
faclions as a war on Lhe: people of
Swedan,” the chanty said.
Fighting broke out In April
2023 between the reguldar army

rEETIngEY

under Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan
and the paramilitary Rapid
support Forces led by his former
deputy Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo, usually referred (o as
Hemedil,

Tens of thousands of people
have beon Killed, and more than
seven million displaced.

Both sides have been accused
of war crimes, including delil-
erately fargeting civihans,
iliscriminate shelling ol
restdential areas, and Mocking
humanitarian awl, and there 1s

r-"inn'hf-rl*i!-' safe for
communithes trapped in
Sudan conllict hot spols,

a threat of famine.

"The population has [aced
horrendous levels of violencoe,
succumbing to widespread
fighting and surviving repeated
attacks, abase,
Medecins Sans Frontieres said,

Yickie Howkins, the charity’s
gencral director in the Nether-
lands, said; “Nowhere is sale [or

and explottation.”

communities trapped in Sudan
conflict hot spots.  Patients
recount  hormiic  stories  of
inhuman treatment and violence
perpetrated by armed groups.”

Theese ke huchied Pl
defections, |looting and arson,
desradinr interroation,

arbitrary arrvest, abduction, and
forture on a systemeatic level”
gl skl

While many akd orpaniza-
tions closed operations in Sudan
beecanse of the war, Mederins
sans Fronlieres continues {o

operate in eight states across the
country. It has treated thousands
of conflict imjuries, most caused
by explosions, gunshots, and
stabkxngs,
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| spoke to UK's Secretary of State for Business
and Trade Jonathan Reynotds on the phone

and discussed cxpanding opportunities for co
operation and joint work in promising Oelds.
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Musical night

Bahiraind sirger Hind, Qatar
singer Fahad Al-Rubaisi, and
Saudi singer Dhom Altlasy will
all perform at King Abdullah
Culiwral Hall on July 25, Visit
arerpoy satdi on Instagram lor
tickets and more details,

Dhahran

Library workshop

Take your children to this work-
shiop Lo sharpen thelr resding
skills and show them how to
take notes. Book through
ithra.com.

Jeddah

Al-Balad tour

This educational tour of Jeddah’s
Al-Balad district takes visitors an
a joarrney throagh histary, from
the arigins of Bayt Nassif to Al-
Sham neighborbood and other
histaoric sites. Book throuwgeh ex-
perencessuplift.com.

i

Alllla
Helicopter tour

Take to the skies and experienoe
breathtaking views of Allllas
siumming desert vistas and iconic
landmarks, such as Elephant Rock
ad the UNESCO World Henitage
Stbe of Hegra, Use the Visit Sancdi
app for bookings and more details.

[eRegiste
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audi Deputy Minister for Politi-
cal Affairs D, Sand Al-Satl met

Swltzerand’s ambassadar to the

Ringdom, Yasmine Chatila, in
Rivaddh on Monday.,

ARAB NEWS Tuesday, July 23, 2024

1ster

During the mecting, they reviewed bilat-

eral relatbons and sses of cormaon interest,

the Foreign Minkstry reported on X.
Meanwhile, the Arab League's assis-
tant secretany-general and head of the

international political affairs sector, Dr.

Khaled Manzlawiy, met Trags perma-
nenl reEpresentative to the league,
Gahian Taha Janabi, in Cairo, the Saudi
Fress Apency reported.

l i /f (l I{ HTI’E‘I]diIlg Tolays hot tapics explained by Nada Jan

JUST MARRIED]

Evad Issa
P

syrian actor Evad Issa has
tied the knot with Nadine
Tahseen Beck alter falling in
tove o the set of the * Brealk-
i Bones”™ series,

The couple were trending on social
media as fans cirenlated pletures and
vidkens af thelr nupkals on Sunday in
Latakia, Svria.

While the groom, 32, donred a light
wray sult, the hride, 46, went with a sol
bk, weanng a tght-Oiting white chress
at the togy that draped inlo a wide skirt
with layers of chiffon. She complement-
el the look with a foral tara and vell on
her head. Onee the sumn set behind the
homeon, Beck changed her dress into a
softer and shorier white dress bt kept
her Aoral Hara and veil.

'HEY, BABY'

Laura Woods

[TV sports presenter Laura
Woods and her partner

c Adam Collard, the “Love
Eslamed™ star, are expecting
Uhesir first chdld.

The 57-vear-ofd took to her Instagram
e fo share the news, posting a pleiure
of heer French bulldog and a sonogram
photo with the caption “Hey. baby”

While it is not known when and hosy
the couple met, they went public with
thedr romance in October 2024 Since
then they have not shied avway from shar-
ing thedr love on =social media.

In an exciusive interview with The
Sun., Collard revealed that he was the
aone who made the frst move
and messaged Woods on
[nstagram to get her
attenithon.

He saidd; “The first
time we met, [
hold my hands up, 1
clicd DM her first and
got a reply but
then notli-
ing hap-
pened,
Then she

1ieRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

Arab Mews J=ddoh

ckam, from July 24 10 Aug. 3 For
mare details, visit calemdar jo.

oL il 6230 U,

ets throdgh the calendar oo Doors

ared e showa

called us out for basically leaving her
on read.

“It's hard to meet people, 't 2 'm
Frogn Neweastle and eventually we met
up. and then went on a very undercover
date, and obwicusly what comes out i
the press, comes oul in the press, bt 115
ol adways the full story. I'm kind of gl

i & wiy as well, as [ fecl fike there's an el-

ement of having to hide too much now”
The presnancy reveal came after
Collard shiared with the media that he
inberids to have a Gunily with Wioods
*T'm protective, whiether it’s Laura, or
my famaly, my friends,” the reality show
slar suck T want to gef marred, 1 want
o have Kids as well, yve always thoughi,
what type of person will 1 be* How can 1
protect my kids?
“Ohviconisdy ['ve never
bl a Kicd, bat Tdon’™
think I'll b plastering
it all over (sodgal e
dial [ want them to

a Charwee nolk

{1 b uclgresd
strakghit

avway,”

have a fair fight and

Im{fg*s

[k

According to Saucdi Press Apen-
ey, Sauddi Arabia’s Baha region
generales around 20 pereent

of the Ringdom's annual honey

praduction, which totals around
1,000 tonnes and contains 15
varieties of honey.

Review

Croi Bakehouse

MADA ALTILARKI

Located in the bustiing city of
Riyadh, Crol Bakehouse offers a
debghtful escape into the world
of artisanal pastries and gourmaet
coffee. Nestled In a cozy comer
of the city, this bakery has
cquickly galned & reputation for its
Imviting ambiance and mouth-
walering traats.

Lpan un‘l:urlng the bakery,

you're fnmediately struck by
the inviting small of freshly
baked poods. The interlor is
tastefully decorated with a
blend of modemn and rustio
slements, creating a relaxed
environment perfect for
anjoying a lslswrely breakfast

or catching up with friends over
aftarnoon tea or coffea,

The star of the show at Croiis
undoubtedly their selection of
wiennolsanes, which are baked
fresh daily. Whether you'ne
craving a flaky oroissant with
a savory pesto and sundried
tomato or a decadent chooolate
tart, the bakery delivers on both
taste and pressntation

Peopls often recommand their
berry Danish pastry, which is
parfectly baked with mascarpomns
chease, custard, raspbearry jam,
and pistachio nuts. The pastries
are not only delicious but also
beautifully crafted, showcasing
a dedication to detall that is
evident in aveary bite,

In addition to their sweet and
savory pastry selection, Croi
offers a range of beverages to
complamant the expariance.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

® The Jerash Festival of Culture
and Arts is a cultural beacon up-

holbding the values of creativity
to achieve sustainable develop-
menl. The festival has heen
dhescribed as "a humanitarian
space that blends the beauty of
the past with the brightness of
the future” Held in Jerash, Jor-

® Moomwallk throweh a nezhit

of unparalleled performances,
stunming visuals, and nostalgie
et as evervone celebrates
U il amd artistry of the global
phenomenon Michacl Jackson on
July 24 at the hastoric Citade] in
Amman, Jordan, Secure your tick:

Asr Maghrel ki

Fajf Sumrise  Dihuhr

starts al B pum. and ends at 10 pam. vily 23

Lo 3 i : Wbk b d; 26
& EVA is a vimtual reality gaming
experience that will transport Madinah 418
Tt InoTs, Franm rj.'-:]mI‘I.'-. '|.'-|-'I!t:r- mi h .48
1S L eV OOIeD s, Il Mmassive
arenas bo [ace off agamst other Abha 2:23
plavers. The arena is bocatod al i, 3403

Gardeia Plaza in Jidhafs, Bahmin

A
B
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i2- 20 J:dd 056 3:35
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JB PRITZKER

Governos of linols since

2018, antraprensaur, and

philanthrapist, previdusly
co-chalred Hillary Clinton's
F008 presidantial campasgn
ARG A promiment surrogate
far Biden on the |::|"'-:1:|i-;.-_'.||
Lk
B possible pick for VP

Age 59

He s ooneicdered

Ephrem Kossalfy hew York City
Roy Honanla Chinoagn

President Joe Biden's

decision to end his
reclection campalgn
and drop out of the
LIS presldential race
has created sufficient
momentum for Vice
Fresident hamala
Harris to hecome the
Democratic Party's
presidential nominee,
according to three Arab
American analysts.

Bicker. who endorsed Harris in
his withdrawal announcement
on Sunday, was tralling former
Prisiclenit Daopanld Trump In
opinion polls amid a growing
Arab American # AhandonBiden
movement, and wider demands
he drop out of the 204 race
I'-:.-I|||'L'|'|||','. hiz disastrous debaie
performance on June 27 in
Atlanta.

What was to b a coronation
for the Bl-vear-old Biden at the
Democratic National Conwven
Hon in Chicago on Aug. 19 has
now become an open contest
in which nearly 4,700
delegates will vode by state for
the nominee of their choice to
challenge Trump, the Repub-
lican Partv nominee.

Harris

R

guickly on
Monday 1o lock up Democralic
iielegates behind her campaign
[or the White House as encborse-
ments came in [rom Maryland

reny el

Governor Wes Moore, Michigan
Governor Gretchen  Whitmer,
[Hinois Governor LB Pritzker
and Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear, leaving a dwindling List
of potential rivals.

Rana Abdar a talk show host
i Washimgton DC [or Asharg
Noews, cxpects Hamis to become
the Democratic nominee,
although several other candi-
tates might also he
ered. However, she balieves e
Democrats "must show anaty™
il they are 1o win the Novembet
ehesr110M1,

"Today, what we are noticing
is that Democrats arc starting
b0 support Harris, one by one,”
ahe told Arah News. “There were
S KT ell'le';.:.urr"-. il a |'4||_||||4' al
states who have already voted
o supporit Harmis. That means
that their votes will reflect
in the Democratic National
Convernian

“The rest of the Democrats
who have nod supported Harris
vel are expecied to Ball in Hne
seeo. AR some point we will see
all the Dvmocrats, or most of
the Democrats, line up behimd
Harris, It B8 very bmpsnrtant for
the Democrals o present a show
af umity after the dilemma thal
their party was facing following
President Bidens announce-
ment that he will not seek a
secomd ferm”

Biden's withdraval from the
race frees up his convention
dedegates from the nation™s S0

slates and provinces Lo support

oS-

ARAB NEWS Tuesday, July 23, 2024

KAMALA HARRIS
Age 59

| Vice prasident, formar Callfornia

senator, and former attorsey
enaral of Californi, OF mioed
black and Asian haritage and
fram the liberal and of the
| political spactrum, shé has won
the ancorsament of Pregicenl
Biden Bill aincd H :!._1':,.' Cinton and
Barack Obama amaong othars

DEMOCRATIC PARTY CANDIDATE

It not kamala Harris, who?

Three Arab American analysts assess the Democrats seeking to be the candidate who will challenge Donald "Trump

any candidate during the conven-
tion. Many alternative names arc
being floated, incloding centrist
sen, Joe Mandchin, former Firs
Lady Michelle Obama, Pritzker
and Pennsylvania Josh
Shapiro,

Abtar sad third-party  candl-
dates, such as  indepemndent
candidate Robert F. Rennedy Jr.
and Green Party candidate Dr.
Il Steln, are often viewed as
"|'|-|_'-:'l1||1:|.--.||||1|-|'|'.--.r — people Wi
might dran votes from Harris or
even from Tromp.

"Rennedy's  numbers  are
considered pretty high for an
independent candidate and his
vioters might make a difference
in the election season by taking
away voles [From ... Tridmp or
Hamms ... 1f she gets the oflicial
nomination.” Abdtar said.

Firas Maksad, a senior fellow
af the Middle East Institute,
believes Farris ks “all but certain™
1o replace Biden as the nomines,
and sugpested that Michigan
ow, Gretctwn Whiltmer could
b B running mate on the first
“all woman ticket.”

He told Arabh News: “The
speculbition is keavily focused on
who will be b vice-presidentlal
running mate, imclhading possibly
an all-women ticket should =he
choose Whitmer. That's unprec-
edented and carries risks. Buoi
Whitmer could help deliver the
kev swing state of Michigan,
and an all-woman team could
re-enerelize the currently largely
chemaoralized Democratic base.”

Lyl

CONVENTION
PROCLESS
® The Democratic National

Convention takes place
August 18-22 in Chicago.,

® Had Biden remained in the
race, delegates slected to
suppaort his candidacy in the
primaries would have bean
‘mandated’ to cast their vote
for his nomidnation.

® Since Biden has withdrawn,
it opeans the way for an "open
convention’ in which delegates
are 'released’ to vote for
whomever they wish,

* On Wednesday,
representatives of the 50

stetes and 7 territories are
expected to anpnounoe who thay

:nLr|:||:|-|:|r1; for president and VP,

& Whoever receives a
majority will become the
afficlal nominee for president
and for vice president.

He added: “Harmis's likability
ratings with the American public
have never been high, But a
this podant, Uhe chescasiorn |!:-_'. e
Democrate Party and President
Biden to put her name forward
is largely based on funding and
finances. She is the only one who
will be able o qualily for all the
momey, Lhe hiindeeds of mutlions
of diollars, that have been rased
qir far, Therelfore, her cholee for
d runmimg mate will also be key

MICHELLE OBAMA

Age 60
Formes first [acy, best -
seling author, and advocala
E-:Iln:.lj__lll sha haes not thrown
hier hat Into the ring, mon
prEviously SOt a norminabion

A racant lpsos poll Mourd she
% the anly hypoathetica
nanclidate that wouldd n:r'ir:1u.ue;=::.-
defeat Donald Trump.

in terms of bringing around
that Democratic base and for
the peneral likability of that
Democratic theket ™

Maksad  believes  Biden's
withdrawal from the pres-
dential race, and speculation
ahout Whitmers adcition to the
ticket, might hold sway over the
strong Arab and Muslim vote in
Michigan, many of whom voted
against the Blaen-Hams Team
i the Feb, 27 Democral Party
primary contest

“Arab Americans arc nod
manalithic ™ he said. “They are
a diverse group with differing
priovitics spread out  across
four battleground states.
Michigan gets a lot of attention,
bl al=o Flopda, VirEinia ancd
Pennsylvania,

“In Michipan, where there
are 100,000 of them, they have
sirong feelings about the wa
in Gara amd Telen
not doing enough o stop the
war. Having Biden step aside
opens up the potential for the
Democratic  Parly  to  make
inroads among Arab Americans
in Michigan azain. And shonld
the vice president (chodicel in fac
b the povernor ol Michigan,
that will then give Democratls
ovenl  more  opportunities  to
make inroads and win Michigan
over again, as a key battleground
slate,”

Amal Mudallali, a former
ambassador to the UN and
CECY i IRt ianal

Criroup, Harms has a

Prées=acleyl

Bridges
thinlks

“probiem of perception.”

She todd Arab News: “The
perception is that she was not a
strong vice president, that she
will not be a strong candidate
and that she will not be able to
clefeat T

Although Democrals seem (o
b moving fast to rally behind
Harris, including former Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi's
endorsement R Al orwday
Muckalbali remmaans caulions

“Its all up in the air becawse
there are stlll very powerful
Democrals calling lor an open
convention and o have an open
ficld for evervbody to throw
their hats into the ring, and to
see if they can get the strongest
for the
arty to be able todeleat Tromp”
shve said.

The impact of the independent
candidates in the election cannod
b writien off either, shve aclded

“Lets say if Kenmedy was
able to get a lot of votes from

Canmnchiclate Da=acrath

the [Demmocrats,  this ool
furt  Democralts maore and
that will be a bhig problem for
them "Muodallali said.

“Hut =20 far we dont Emow
whir the Democratc  Party
candiclate wall be, I the
mddividual s a very strong canddi
date, the party might be able to
unite the anti-Trump constito-
ency, which will overwhelm-
ingly vote for the candidate on
the Democratic side. In that case
the independents will not make

A difference”
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CED af the Saisd] Roal Estate Registry Mehammed Al-Sulalman recehied the award Fram Esr CEQ Jack Dangermond. 505

VISION 2030

Prestigious award
highlights Saudi
Real Estate Registry's
exceptional work

CEO discusses organization’s innovative use of spatial technologies

Arab Mews o

The Sandil Real Estate
Registry has been
honored with the 2024
Special Achievement in
1S Award, presented

by the Environmental
Syvsiems Research
Instiiute, the Saudi Press

Agency reported.

The accolade, awarded at the
international Esri User Confer
ence in the US, recognizes the
reElsirys  inhovative  applica-
ton of geographic information
syslem technology,

According to  the SPA,
Mohammed Al-Sulaiman, CEO
of the Saudh Real Estate Remistry,
received the award from Esn CEOQ
Jack Danpermond, highlizhting
the organizations excepthonal
use of spatial technologies and
Al-supporied geospatial data
predictive analysis. The registry

HIGHLIGHTS

#® The registry aims to produce
a reliable and updated

real estate map, the first

of ite kind in the Kingdom,
covering more than 100,000
s4. km of urban arcas.

& The Initiative will enhance
transparency and raliability
in the real estate sector,
ensuring its sustainability,
tha CEO said.

has developed a detatled geospa-
tial map of Saudi Arabia’s real
estate using ArcGIS and Esn
techinalogles.

“This award confirms our
world-class implementation of
GIS technologies” Al-Sulaiman
said. It supports our vision
ol  Ccreating & -:'||JI:'|||I:|'|'|I.'|:'|.-
ive real estale pegis=tty for all
property data and information
in the Ringdom, with geospatial

surveying as the foundation for
property registration™

Since s inception, the Real
Estate Registry has emploved a
range of advanced technologies
In executing geospatial opera-
bions, including drones, digital
prospatial solutions and systcms,
remnote sensing, Al and satellite
based GPS, the SPA reported.

The regisiry alms to produce a
reliable and updated real estate
map, the first of its kind m the
Kingdom, covering more than
IO 000 s km of urban areas,
encompssing 8 millon  plois
and generating 5,000 terabyies
o dlata.

Al-Sulaiman sabd that the indtla-
tivee will enhance transparency
and reliability in the real estate
sector, ensuring  its  sustain
ability, and boosting s invest-
ment appeal and  contribution
i Sandi Arabdas pross donwestic
product, in fine with the goals of
the Ringdom's. Vision 20340,

CULTURE

Arab Mews Jecddab

The third Madinah Book Fair will
take place from July 30 to Aug. 5,
the Literature, Publishing, and
Translation Commission said on
Maomickay.

The Sadi Agency
reported that the evenl promises
lo be a culiural cxtravaganza,
[eaturing over 300 Arab and
imternational publishing houses
and agencles spread across more
than 200 bhood s,

Mohammed Hasan Alwan,
CED o the commission, -|'|||||||.|.

sized the sipmificance of the far,

Press

highhghting the contimaous
support  the  cultural  sector
IrCCeives.

He saxicd the event showeases the
cultural importance of Madinah
andd iis role in enhancing  the
artistic  movement and  the
Kingdom's growing status in the
pukalishang sty

The fair has become an annual
event, attracting thousands of
visitors from all walks of life.

Alwan  explained that  the
commission  has  ensured  the
latest edition provides a nch and
integrated knowledge experience
for visitors of all ages, balcdimng

Madinah Book: Fair lo fealure
over 300 publishing houses

oai Lhe remarkable sucoesses of
previous fairs.

Accordine to SPA, the Madinah
Boak Fair aims to be a cultural
platform that encourages the
community to take an interest in
reading, highlighting the talenis
of Sawcl writers and crealors
while  altracting  prominent
writers and publishers from the
Ringdom, the region, and the
warld

The fair will feature culiural
and intellectual activities aimed
at enriching the cultural sector
aned  knowledge production,
promobng a reading cultare,

TheSpace

ee Quantum leap by

Saudia Group to enhance
Hajj and Umrah services

BASIL M.K. AL-GHALAYIMNI

arliesr thes year, Snudia Hajj ard
Umrah, a subsidiary of the hodding
company, cbtained a kcense from
the Mirnstry of Hajj and Umrah to
serve pilgnms. The group aligns with
the Kingdom's commitment to enhance the
pligrimage axperience In all aspeacts Including

transportation,

Last weaek Saudid Group and Lilium NV, &
Iu:n:ling alectro-agircraf manufacturer and
pionaer in Regional Alr Mobility, signed an
agraemeant for 50 Lillum Jate, with options for

purchasing a further 50.
The contract was signed
by Fahad Al-Jarboa, CEQ of
Saudia Private, and Lillum's
CEQ Klaus Roswea, This was

in the presance of Ibrahkim
Al-Omar, director-generl
of Saudia Group, Michasl
Kindsgrab, the German
ambassador to Saudi Arabis
and Lilium Chairman Tom
Enders,

The sale agreement, which follows the
mamarandum of understanding betweaan
Saudia Group and Liliem signed in Dotaber
2022, marks the largest of its kind in the Middle
East North Africa region. It also reprasants an
important industry milestone as the |largest
reported arder of eVTOL airoraft hg,r an airfine.

Al=0mar confirmed that Saudia Group would

acguire all-alaotric aVTOL jats. This reflects the
national carner's commitment to continuously
reduce its carbon footprint and become an
mdustry leader in regional electno aviation
Besides the Hajj and Umrah seasons, Saudia
Group plans to operate the all-electnic aircraft
on regional podnt-to-podnt alr services, and in

it hub alrports for tourist flights assoclated

with sporting and entertainmeant avants,
np:rating o routes of up 1o 76 km.

As part of its mission, Saudia Hajj and
Urnrah aims to deliver high-quality services to

pligrima. This includes affering packages that

ER
The group is aligning
with the hingdom's
commitment to enhance

the pllgrimage experience

inall aspects including
transportation.

cover flight bookings at bath
domestic and mtermatianal
airports, accommodation,
transportation betweaen
cities, and organizing visits to
historical Istamic sites.

The development of Haj] and
Umirah sarvices for pilgrims
and visitors in the Kingdom
5 enpected to continue

wnabated. It is among the top priorities of the

government's vision for the sector.

Saudia Group's order of these slectric fiying
taxis is a testimony to a guantum leap stap in
the mobility and logistics arena to provide
further high-quality services with comfart for
Hajj and Umrah pilgrims.
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Major attraction

Al-Baha Honey
Festival to begin
on Tuesday

Limdder the patronage of Al
Haha Gov. Prince Hussam
hiln Saved bin Abculeziz, e
IGth Tnternational Tlomey
Festival begins on Tuesday,
arganized by the Ministry
ol Environment, Water and
Agriculture and held at the
Cooperative Association of
Beekeepers headguariers in
i'-.'ll._il.ll'd.'-.hl BT ETTHIALE,

Fabhdd Al-Zahmanl, director
general of the ministry's Al-
Baha branch, said the festival
will continue for 14 dayvs undil
AUg. o

He sasd the festival will
witmess the participation of B0
e Keepiers fioam seven counires
Lo showcase thelr prociicis

Al-Zahrani adced that all
typies of honey exhibited are
tested carefully to ensure
guality. SPA Al-Baha

BAUDI AlID AGENCY PROWJECTS IN YEMEN

Moy J0za

-_-____
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THE BEST QF THE REST
Sustainabllity Assistance

Financial district
in Rivadh carns
top certification

The King Abdullah Financial
Listrict obtained the SmartScore
MNegehborhood cerification by
Wineksoore, the world's leacling
authority on smart building
technologtes, for s escellenee in
attvanced digatal infrastreciume:
that provides a robust network,
sustainability andd seamilessnress,

With this certification, thwe
fimary-ixl disirict beoorses the firss
develrpnent in the Middle Eas
ami Africa 1o receive WirsdSoores
SmartScore Neighborhood
oertification.

The recosnithon comes after
a rigorous cvaluation and
certification process that started
If Sept. 2023, when WiredSoore
ariioeiced] al a Cityscape Glolal
evenl in Rivadh that BAFE med
the pre-certification critena for
the SmartSoore Neighborhood
certification. SPA Riyvadh

hsrelieldelivers
essentianl aid (o

Syria and Swudan

Saadi Arabia’s humanitarian
agetcy KSrelief has delivered
fouwd and adher ald to thousands
Of vulnerakde people in Svria and
Suckan,

[1h FeceEnt operallons i Syras
[idlih, the aid agency dastnbiited
LOTS [oodd baskets amd hygsense
kats for G 4468 individuals, the
Sauwdi Mress Agency reporied on
SUWiAY.

Elsewhiiere in northern sGfe ol
Sudam, the apency provided 600
shelter bags for 3450 indiveduals
&5 4 part of an ongoing aid
project. Both effors reflect Szudi
Arabias commitment, through
ESsrelicf, to support vulnerable
peapbe worldwide, the SPA
repirted,

Earlier, the agency' distributed
25,000 bags of bread in Akkar
and Miniveh regions in Lebanon

SPA Riyadh

e Follow firnkb News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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Mermaids
make waves
in the

Red Sea

First-of-its-kind diving course
in Jeddah offers aquatic
adventures for summer

Nada Humesesd Jodolals

Inspired by mythical
sea-dwelling creatures, a
diving center In Jeddah s
offering a Arst-of-bts-Kind
mermaid diving course for
Lhose wanling to splash
around in cool waters
during the suimmer.

Scuba Schools Infernational at
Al-Haddad Scuba in the ooastal
city offers o whimsical yet invigo:
rating experence for those in
serch of an aguatic adventore,

All oer the world, mermabds
represenl beauty, danger, trns-
formation, duality, and eminine
power. Today they contines to
inspire literature, film, Fashion,
.|I'||l e TTEaF e L:-::IIL".-I"I"l.iI”I:I'Il
efToris.

Arab News spoke o Corimna
Davids, an Austrian scuba diving
ancd swimmaing mstrsctor known
for her groundbreaking approach
to mermmakd diving. She developed
the 551 Mermaid Program after
vears of expertise in free diving
abcd sWirnming

Daveds became an  instructor
in swimming and scuba diving
at 851 when she was 18 and has
shoe revidutionized the diving
Incduslry, makig  waves  wilh
her innovative technigques andd
passion for the sea,

Mermaid diving, she explained,
is an art form that combines the
techmigue of dolphin kick wsed in
swimming with an exagperated,
sesthetically pleasing movement,
Thi=s unique siyle not  only
looks Beautithul bl also ensures
efficiency and safety.

“By mastering  vanous fun

skills and tricks, S81 mermakds
can  perform  beautifully  while
muaintaining safety protocols” she
todil Arab News,

Davids say= that to become a
mermaid one necds only  basic
water confidence. "The prosram
iz ensily accessible, and o become
il |||-:'r|11.:|:|-|| FsAncior, e nerdds
tor complete additional steps after
becoming a mermaid,” she added.

[he mermaid diving expeni-
ence 15 ncomplete withowt the
mermaid costume. She recome
s LLsdhE high-quality
monofing, such as the Mahina
Nlanolin, whilch
efficiency and aesthetic appeal
The tail skin, made from Lycra or
scuba fabric, completes the ook
and will give mermaids the confl-
chence 1o shine

In April, Davids held the hiest
mermail  diving course  for
instruciors  In Sacl Arabia,
focusing on salety, technioguee and
teaching methods to ensure that
trainees are able to teach mermaid
diving tw shdents of all levels.
T]:I'I' {THESE |:'II|"IIEIIII:"|II'!'- -e':n.h'u:-:l'l.:.'

theory sesspons, m-waler tnudninge,

prvicles

and evaluagbons of teachine
ahilites,
“The ocourse rmeceived an

cverwhelmingdy positive
response [rom the rainees, who
showed sigmificanl improvement
throungdeout the program,” she sald.

The newly certified instructors
will ber able 1o teach the mermaixd
diving program throughout Saudi
Arabia.

“The parimary alm of conducting
Lhis eourse 1 Saucy Aralaa wak Lo
niroduce a new, fun program thal
woukld appeal to kids and adults
alike. Mermaid diving offers an

course, mchullng a swimming
mstructor  and  feguand, (wo
scuba instrectors (one of whom
i a doctor), and a fee-divins
mstructor who is also an air traffic
el ber,

Al Avoirh, a certifeesd mermeac
diver and scuba instructor from
Al-Haddad Scuba, tobld Amb
News: “Saudi Arabia has been
undergeing  considerable  social
and  cultural  transformations,
with more emphasis on leisure
and recreational activities,

“Inthatives such as the Yision
2030 plan aim fo diversify the

Initiatives such as the Yision

2030 plan aim todiversify  cconomy and promote tourism,

the economy and promote which incihudes the developmeni

tourisim, which includes of new recreational

the development of new activities like mermaid
frvimg

recreational activities like

_ Avoubr  added  that

mermalkd diving. : ' .

i ; mermak]  diving  requires

3 —J!Ii:au-.nlﬂﬂ--J.-_ oartiftad mermskd diver strong  swimming abihibties anc
poodd physical finess. "Practice
swimming regularly, work on

exciiing experience for those  your breath-hobding technigues,

anel consicer taking ree-diving
courses o improve your under-
water endurance,” he advised.

He adided that mermatd divers

who may be hesitant 1o ey scuba
chving or freediving,” Davids said,

Four participants from diverse
backgrounds took part in the

HIGHLIGHTS

® In April, Corinna Davids
held the first mermaid diving
course for instructors in
Saudi Arabia.

® The course comprises
extensive theory sessions, in-
water training, and evaluations
of teaching abilites.

Saud| model Wafan Al-Masry
sald the mermald diving
course was “a fun and unigue

sxparbence.’ Supplied

AGRICULTURAL INGENUITY

Carinnn Davids,
am AuEtrimn
scuba diving
and awlmiming
instructor,
developed the
Scuba Schaols
Internoticnal
Mormaid
Program

after years

of axpertise

in frea diving
and swbmeming.
IFELAST 8T
sorinnia Nowreta s

can  peirticipate in edwcational
programs lor schools, community
eroups, &nd public events; “They
can share information  abood
marine ecosysiems, the threats

they face, and hosw indivicheaks

can  help.  Their captivating
presence can  make leaming

:|'Ir|||_|I! IR i!'-E'.LIIE'!'. [ ] Sl ] B B | RS
il menorabie”

Walaa Al-Mas=rv, 22, a Saudi

model, took the mermaid divine
course under the supervision of
cosch Aveuh, She told Arab News:
T was o fumn ared dnkgue expen-
cnoe. Inthially, 1 thought it sooaald
b difficult, but with the traindings
anid the coachs puddance, 1 found
it easy amd emjovahle.”
She =aid that
techmiques,
and  mastering
method were new  skills
she managed  differently
throughout the mermaid
course. “The trainer was
excellent  In providing
IsArcton, rra kg
the expenence fun, and
delivering valuable Infop-
meatbon,” she aclcecd

breathins
relaxation,
the [

Saudi farmer turns worm waste into wealth in innovative move

Aral News 2| a2h

A Saudi farmer has developed
a fechnique that transformes a
cormon garden nuisance mito a
wseful resource.

Mohammed Al-Shaer, af
Al-Dhafir village in Haha, has
established a thriving vermicoom-
posting operation on his farmn,
producing  igh-quality organic
fertilizer  from earthworms,
acoording toa report by the Saudi
Press AFency.

Al-Shaer’s veriiire besgsan
approximately a year ago with a
simple setup: a single Smeter
long, 60 cm-high tank hotesing

|'-::-u;:|'| Iy 2,000 WOrms, The waorms
were [ed a diet of dry leaves,
orgamnic waste, amd food scraps
and were closely monitored for
Four months, yiekling over 300
kg of nutricni-rich compost
anvd a tenfold increase in their
P ation,

“Through extensive fiell] trials
amd research into global best
practices. | have gaincd insighits
into worm behavior, needs, and
breeding  technigques” Al-Shaer
explaned In an interviesw with
the SPA. His operation has since
expanded to four tanks, producing
ENoLED vermicompost o Tertilze

roughuly 250 trees on his propery,

Baha farmer
Mohommed
Al-Shaer's
WO Oompost
accelerates
plant growth,
enhances fruit
produwcticn,
s Improvoes
eVl aall
mEeakth, 554

FASTFACT

Maohammed Al-Shaar's
venture began approximately
A year ago with a simple setup:
a single S-meter-long, 60
cmi-high tank housing reughly
2 000 Worms.

The benehis of this orgamc
fertilizer are manifold. It acceler
ates plant growth, enhances fruit
procduction, and improves overall
=0l health,

Al-Shaer added; "The worms
naturally enhance sodl quality,
oplimize  nutnent cvcling  for

develop  sotind
agncultural practices 1o enhanoe
the production of fots  and
veEetahles”

Loaking ahead, the farmer aims
o scale up his project to develop
it inko a comprehensive operation
that produces large quantities of
WO Coampost,

He also mtends (o ralse aware-
nessabout this ceofriendly practice
amonee fellow farmers  through
agriculiural  festivals i Sandi
Arabda, encouraging his contem-
poraries (o use ofganic fertilizer
as an altermative (o chemical fertal-
pzers, which can harm soil, plants,
amicl human health,

Crops, e
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AFP Susya, Palestinian Territonag

Thi siress shows on the face of
samiha lsmail, who since Oct, 7
has been stuck in her home inan
occupied West Bank village that
Ives in constant fear of attack by
Lsracli settlers.

The day after the Hamas raid
into southern  lsrael, settlers
entered Susva, a hilllop village
in the south of the West Bank,
vowing retribution and “humilia-
tion,” the 33%-yvear-old Palestinian
recalled.

More than ninc months on,
[smail i= among 450 inhabit-
ants who spend most of the day
indoors, Even their sheep are nol
allowed oul of thewr sheds,

"Every time we take them to
pasture, the settlers chase ns”
sl the paniclked Ismail.

Instead, the sheep of lsraels
setilers now dot the nearby hills.

susvas inhabitants say  their
livelihodd has gone,

One  intemational asd group
has sent counselors to help Susya
resicents with their mental health.

“Belore tie war, we woutld have
thefended oor land, but today,
nobody moves.” she said.

The settlers are armed and
pratecied by the army, she added,
and her hushand and =on have
Been “beaten up” several times.

since the start of the Gaza war,
laraeli settlement of the occupied
West Bank — considered (llegal
under international law — hais hit
TEW records,

Excluding  anmexed Fast
Jerusalem,  some HER0, 00
Israch settlers live in the West
Bank alongside some 3 million
Palestinians,

In June, the Israell government
declared more than 12 sq, km. of
the West Bank to be state land,
the largest land appropriation
sitice the 18853 Oslo Aocords set
pail the foundations for land use
in the territory.

Land that is declared as 1sraeli
state property can be wsed For
more selllemenis,

Inm addition, 25 settlement
outposis — not even authorized
by lsrae]l — have sprung up across

STRUGGLE

SPEEDREAD

gince the start of the Gaza
war, lerash settlement

of the occupled Wast
Bank — considered illegal
under international laow

— has hit new records.

the West Bank since the start of
the vear, according (o Peace Now,
a seltlement walchdog,

Men i military atigues have
meanwhile raided Susya at nighi,
Kicking down doors and looting

lsrne|l ety
forces ¢loss
ofT & main

ontrance to
Huwaro town Im

the accupled
‘Weost Bank

settiors.
Flla/AFP

property, including donkeys and
mules, locals said.

some have even entered houses
at night to intmidate reskdenta

“Mo=t of us no longer sleep at
might.” Ismail saicl.

Mohamed Al-Nawajaa, 7B, was
born before the expulsion of
hundreds of thousands of Pales-
tidans when Israel was created
in 1948 — known as the Makba, or
catastrophe, to Palestindans.

“Alter Oclober 7, they ook
all these hills, We were Kicked
out in 1948, 1967 ... and again in
2hx4. But this land is ours.” the

shepherd said, s head wirapgeed
in a trachitional keffiveh scarf.
Israel’s offensive has killed at
beast 38,006 people in GGaza sinee
0aed, 7, according o data from the
Health Ministry in the territory,
sSince the war erupted, violence
has soared in the West Bank, with
at least 570 Palestinians Killed in
violence with settlers or lsraell

troops, according (o the Pales-
linian authorities.

Al least 18 Israelis, Including
soldiers, have been Killed in
attacks 1nvolving Palestinians,
according to official Isracli fipures.

MNawagaa said  his  bigpgest
concern 1z his grandchikdeen, He
dowes ned let themn leave the hoase.

He said the settlers had struck
him and left him lyving on the floor
of his house. Others in the village
have had similar experiences,

"They come at night, around
3 am. They =ay, “this house is
mikne " he said

The harasmend  has  fraged
nerves in Susya The Doclors
Withowut Borders, or MSF, charity
get up tent clinics this year due to

West Bank village lives in constant fear of Israeli settler raids

coftcerns for the villagers' mental
health.

“There is no doubt that this
is the higgest problem here”

gl Simona Ombdi, an  MSF
coardinator,
"We can't talk about posi-

traumatic  disorder here. It's
never post; its a permanem
frauma.”

Abdul Rahim Al-Nawajaa s
despondent about the Future.
“The saulfering s endless” said
the 60-vear-old Bedouin as he
pruned s acacia tree, the only
one left standing since his olive
trees were “vandalized "

Settlers  killed his father a
few vears ago in a dispute over
1 sheep and have demolished
Abdul’s house “several tmes.”

“The settlers act in  total
impunliy, A soldier might put a
gun Lo your head, and vou can'l
do anything” the shepherd
sabil.

Fears of a new lorced exodis
stalk  Susyva, But Mohamed
Al-Nawajaa dehantly declared:
“We will stav in our houses"

Majia Houssar Helut

Isracl warplanes broke the
sound barrier over Beirul,

Sidon and other parts of
Lebanon on Monday,

The planes conducted mock
raids over the Hashayva area and
the oocupied Sheban Farms,
reaching as far as Bekai.

Although hostile operations
onn the southern front have
significantly decreased, sporadic
sirikes continue,

One Isracli air raid targeted a
house in the towmn of Chihine in
the Tyre district,

The rmid resulted in injuries,
and the Syman Social Nationalst
Party reported that one of its
members was killed.

A Lebanese  Army  unit,
meanwhile, found the wreckage
of a drone in the town of Aatha
in the Razhaya district. Army
command did not claly the
nature of the drone or whether
it was [Isracli-made or from
anather source.

A Lehanese Army watchiower
wiis attacked by Israel on Sunday
night on the outskicts of the town
of Alma Al-Shaab in southem
Lehanon, resulting in “moderale
injurics to two soldiers, who
were transferred to a hospital
for treatment,” according to the
muilitary.

Hezhollah, meanswhile,
targeted the Israch military site
of Al-Malikivah with an attack
drone, hitting one of its bunkers.

The developmenis in  the
siith and the i=sue of renewing
UNIFILs mandate, which is
on the UN Security Council’s
apenda, have been the focus of
internal political attention.
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GROWING RISKS

Sonic booms heard over Beirut as
Israeli raids on L.ebanon continue

[.ebanon expects extension of UN interim force’s mandate for another year, PM Makati says
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Fauldents chock o destroyed velich in tha afRemath of an lsrasll adratrile near Lebanon s southam villige of Jrmaljmen amid ongolng cross-bdides clashes =0 H

Carctaker Pnime Minister Najib
Mikati said at a meeting with key
officials  that recent develop-
ments "naturally call for caution,
but we continue to discuss with
concerned parties and engage in
necessary diplomatic contacts 1o
prevent matters from spiraling
into undesirable consequences.”

He apdded: "We cannoi say
there are reassurances and
Fuaraniess, 48 nNo  one  can
guarantee the Israeli enemy's
intentions. However, we
continue our diligent efforts 1o
adclress the situation,”

Begarding the renewal of the
mandate for the international
forces operaling in the south
of Lebanon, Mikati said: "We
continue  diplomatic contacts
o ensure a calm  extension
of UNIFIL® mandate, whose
essential role in the south we
highlv appreciate, along with
the fruithul cooperation between
them and the army.

“From the contacis we have
mate, we have sensed a keenness
i maintain this role, especially
under the delicate clircumstances
the south i= going through.”

Speaking  after a  mecting
with Mikat, Forelgn Minlster
Abdullalk Bou Habib said he
informed the prime minister
that “there is a quasi-agreement
o renew the work of UNIFIL
forces for one year, under the
same  conditions and  without
any modifications.”

Bou Habib, who briefed Mikati
upan his return from New York,
al=o sald that US and Enropean
officials he met with empha-
sizged “the Importance of nod
expanding the war and working
o avoid escalating military

actions in the soath”

He added: “There i a Kind of
optimism, or keSS pessimism,
about the outbreak of a wide war
in Lebanon®

Also on Monday, a group of
opposition MPs  submitted  a
petition  reqguesting  Pariament
speaker Nabith Berri hold a
session (o discuss the repercus-
gions of the ongoing conflict
between Hezbollah and  the
Israch military, now in its 10th
manth.

The opposition MPs — Georges
Okais, Mark Daou, Ashralf Rifi,

and Salim Sayerh — demanded
Berm "hold a padiamentary
session at the earliest oppor-
funity to discuss the ongolng
war, prevent [is excalation, and
ensure  that the government
fulflls its constitutional duties.”

In their petition, the parlia-
mentarians called for diplomatic
efforts o retum o the 15449
ceasclire agreement and fally
implement UN Resolution 1701

They siressed the need io
put an end to military actions
“outside the framework of the
Lebanese state amd its  insti-
tutions, declare a state of
emergency in the south, hand
over control o the army, and
allow it to respond to any attack
o Lebhanese terriiary”

They referred to the “escala-
tiom and threats reaching the
highest level since Oct. B, and
the increasing fears of the
expansicn of the ongoing war,
which has cost us hundreds of
Lehanese lives and thousands of
dhestroved residential units so far,
in addition to the economic and
environmental damage caused
by daily Israch attacks, and the
repercussions of this in light of
the political and ecomomic crises
plagulng the country, and the
oixstruction of elecling a presi-
dent for the country”

Mahil Qaouk, a member of the
Central Councll of Hezhallah,
slated that Israel had gt the
region “on a path of escalation.”

He said that “the suppor
fromis in Lebanon, Tracg, and
Yemen have entered a new
phase, infroducing now  feld
equations through which we
hopee to Increase pressure on the
Israeli enemy to stop the aggres-
ston on the Gaza Strip”
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to find swift solution to Sudan crisis

DIPLOMACY

Egoypt ‘keen to work with partners

African Union official praises Cairo for its pivotal role in eflforts to enhance regional security and stability

Gobrran Mohamead Caro

Egypt carned praise
during talks on Monday
in Accra, Ghana, for the
pivotal role it plays in
elforts to enhance
security and stability on
the African continent.

Bankole Adeove, the African
L'nion's commissioner for polit-
ical affalrs, peace and security,
sabd he wax Keen (o conlinue
to coordinate with Cairo om all
priority issues related to the bloc,

[l came as he held talks with
Badr Abdelatty, Egyvpt™s minister
of foreign affairs, emigration
and Egyvptian expatriates, on the
sicddelines of the sixth Mid-Year
Coordination Meeting of the
Alrican Union and the Regional
Economic Communitics.

They discusscd the latest
poditical and security develop-
ments in the crisis in Sudan
and agreed on the need to unite
the countrys civll political
[orees, preserve natlopal unity
amdd  institutions, and coordi-
nate regional and international
mediation.

Abdelatnty sald Egypt was
aware of the seriousness of the
situation and eager o work with
all partners and mechanisms
o resalve the crisis  swiftly,
He stressed the importance of

b
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Volunteers provide meals at a displacement camp in Gedaref ofty in the sast of Sudan. The war has left ters of thousands dead and displaced more than 10 milon people. 2= F

fully involving Sudan in talks
absoul wavs Lo resolve the situa-
Hon, to preserye “our Sudancse
brothers” ownership of these
solutions and proposals.”

The mnister weloomed
consiltations and coordina-
tion with the African Union's
L'||!|'r||1:i:5-:=-:i.||ll|‘r o [sace :|||:I
securily in Afmca. He  said

EEVDL rensains coanmibied 1o
suppor! the organization and its
agencies, and to participation in
its Peace and Security Council,
in pursuit of peace and stability,

Abdelatty  emphasized the
need [or increased consulta-
fion and coordination between
member states and the ounion's
Agencies  in response (o

escalating securily challenges
om the continent, the expanding
soope of conflicts and the assoct-

aled human sulfering.

He also outlined Egypi's
agenda  and  planned  activi-
ties for its chairmanship of the
Peace amdd Security Council in
Dctober. He said its plans prior-
fize the operationalization of
the Afncan Union Center for
Post-Conflict Heconstruction
and Development, an  effort
that President Abdel Fattah
El-5is1 has led within the union
o support countries  facing
multiple crises

Egvpt welcomedd the approval
by the Peace and Security
Council of a request from the
somali government o extend
the time frame [or the third
phase of the African Umnron
Transition Mission in Somalia,
Abdelatty said. He highlighted
plans [or the deployment of
a new mission in the country
when the current one expires,
and emphasized the need o
support  the Somall
ment’s  efforts o
security and stability.

Adeove amd Abdelatty also
discussed other issues of mutual
concern, Including the Great
Lakes issue, the Benaissance
Damn, security challenges in the
R Sea, and the sttuation in the
Hoin of Alrica,

EOVETTI-
enfnce

Reutars Baghong

[raq has resumed rice culti-
vatlon after a two-year ban
prompled by waler scarcity and
i5 besting out a strain of the graimn
that consumes less water than
traditionally planted versions.

Deputy Agviculiure Mindster
Malhi Sahar Al-Tubourd said the
couniry had earmarked 150 =g
ki for rice growing this season
and forecast a vield of 150,000
tonnes, as officials sad water
is more abundant due to heavy
winter rainfall and the promise of
meore water flows from Turkive.

This [lollows a two-year
production ban that saw just 5 o
[0 =g km of rice planted anmwally
for seed extraction amid a water
crisis thal experts say was ted 1o
upstream dams built by Turkive
andl Iran, less rainfall, and other
climite change-driven factors,

Irag 1= one of the worlds top
10 importers of rce and wheat,
o supply a huge food rationming
program held over from the era
of Saddam Hussein.

Decadies ago, the country grew
most of its riee amnd exported
wheeat and barley and at one time
wias the worlds top exporter af
dates, unfill problems with so1l

TESTING TIMES

Iraq resumes rice cultivation
with new climate-friendly strain

.-.. | '-|- _.II‘I|'| tl-m.r.ﬂﬁl |r.|!_ I-J. Er_l 3

bragql agricultursl aclentists have developed o new atraln of dce named Ghid, <000

salinity, poor migation systems,
drought, and decades of conflict
all kit its agricultural sector and
made it a major bayer on world
mearkets.

Grain board officials said that

[ragg will =tll need to impor

around 1.25 million tonnes af

rice this year to mect domestic
demand, the same as last vear.
Rice farming in [raq typically
begins in June and conclodes
with & harvest in November.
several  rice wvareties  are
grown, with Amber rice, known
for its unigque aroma and Havaor,

: - .I:I'I'j o T
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the most popalar.,

Iragi  agricultural scientists
have developed a mew strain of
roe named Ghin, a hybnd of
the Amber and Jasmine varieties
that can be planted using fixed
spravers without Nooding.

It was planted on a small
sciale this season and 15 under
irial after being tested at the
Al-Mishkhabh Hesearch Station
last year,

Plans are in place to broaden
it= cultivation in future seasons,
Jubourd saiel in an  Interview
with Keuters,

The government aims for the
sector to transition from the
traditional irrigation method,
which involves flooding the
erap with water, o using fixed
imigition systems and mechan-
ical seeders.

Farmers adopting modern
agriculiural methods ke sprin-
kler systems will be offered
incentives akin to the support
provided for wheat production,
such as higher prices for their
produce, Jubowur sad.

For the 23024 scason, rice
farming has been permitted in
five provinces: Najaf, Diwanivah,
Muthanna, Dhi Qar, and Bakwel,

MNajal province has  been
allocated the largest share,

Muhsin Abdul Ameer, head of
the farmers” association in Najal
province, sakd that approx
nrately BO s km of agriculiural
land in the province has heen
planted, representing
37 percent of the total agricul-
fural land allocated across the
country. The planted varieties
inclide Amber, Jasmine, and
Euphirates rice.

Abdul Ameer said the planting
season in Najal provinee, which
bean in the middie of Junc, has
now been completed,

absannd

INVESTIGATION

UAE authorities jail 57
Bangladeshis, including
3 for life, over riols

Arih Naws Sl Thoasd

The UAE has imprisoned 57
Bangladeshls, including three
for life, for inciting riols on
Friday in several strecis acnoss
the country, stale news agency
WAM reported.

The Abu Dhahi Federal Court
ol Appeal handed the life impris-
onment terms to three people
who called for the demonstra-
tons o pressire their home
governmaent.

The remaining 53 defendants
received LO-vear prison terms,
with one, who entered the
country Hlegally and took part
in the nod, belng sentenced {o
1l vears.

The Bangladeshi nationals
will be deported afler serving
their sentences, WAM reported.

On  Friday, UAE Attorney-
reneral Hamad Saif Al-Shamsi
ordered an Investigation indo
the amrest of several Bangla-
deshi nationals who were appre-
hended for inciting riots against
their home couniry, which has
been struggling 1o gquell viokemt

student-led  protests over a
controversial job guota scheme,

The Investigation, led by
g team of 30, conlirmed the

defendants’ involvement  in
assembling in public spaces,
“inciting  unrest, disrupting
publle security, and promoting
siich gatherings and protests”
WAM =and.

They recorded and published
aundiovisual footage of their
actlons online. A court withess
during the trial said that demon-
sirators did not respond to a
pollce warning  to  disperse,
according to WAM.

The wilness confirmesd thal

FASTFACT

UAE Attorney-General Hamad
Saif Al-Shamsi ordored an
imvestigation into the arrest of
aseveral Bangladeshl nationals
who were apprehended

for inciting riots against

their home country.

the defendants gathered and
organiscd large-scale marches
in several streets across the
UAE in protest against decisions
macde by the Bangladeshi
governiment.

Several of the defendants
confesscd to the crimes with
which they were accused,
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Shehab Surmon Diaks

Bangladesh remains under
curfew and a widespread
communications blackout
on Monday, a day after the
Supreme Courl scaled back
a comtroversial job-gquola
system following deadly
clashes that have Killed
more than M) people over
the past weelk.

University  students have been
demonstrating since the beginning
o this maonth 1o demand a refor-
mation of the quota system that
reserved 30 percent of povern-
ment jobs for relatives of veforans
who fought in Bangladesh’s 1971
liserathomn war.

The peaceful protests turned
violent East week, with clashes
between student protesters  and
securily forces killing 174 people
and injuring thowsands, acoording
toa coumt by Bengali daily Prothom

MNature’s fary People wade across flood water after the hobe River overflowed following heavy
rains in Lukulamo, North Maluku, Indenesia, on Monday. Infrastructure was affected by floodwaters.

TENSE SITUATION

Bangladesh continues
curfew as students await
notice on govt job reforms

Main student group says not all of their demands have been met

Alo, which reported over a dozen
deaths on Sunday alone.

Bangladesh was sl  under
curfesw For a third day on Monday,
with military personnel patrolling
the capital and other areas, while
Internet connection  remained
suspenced acroess  the couniry
since B was dismupted  from
Thursday nighi.

“Everything s im onder today
achiss the colntry, except a few
separate  mcwknts im0 Dhaka,
Maravangan) and  Narsingti”
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A Bangindesh
BrPY persannel
Alwnds guard
hear the
parlloment
house amsd o

curfew following
clashan

etwenn police

and protesters
in Dhaka on

Monday. AFF

Biplab Barua, special assistand fo
Primwe Minister Sheikh Hasina, told
Arab News

On Sunday, the Supreme Courl
ortlered for the guota reserved
for refatives of veterans to be out
i & percent and for 83 percent
of jobs to be allocated on meerit,
while the remainimg 2 percent
will be reserved for members of
ethmic minorities and people with
hisalulitlie

Bangladesh's lexp conart
was niding on an appeal The

—"t.-"

government had abolished the
quotas following student protesis
ity 2018 hut they were retnstated by

the High Coarrt {n June, setting ofl

i fresh round of demonstrations,
"Uur studenis are not respon

sihle for the anarchy and atrocities

o thee streets. IS the opposithon

pearties .. which hijacked the
movement fom  the stodents”
Raru sul

“Students’ demands hive been
fulfilled by the court, and the
government will issue a circular
by Tuesday regarding the quota
system in the govermment job”

Students Against  Discrimina-
tion, the main protest organizing
group, said on Momnday that some
of their demands are still unmet,
including the reopening of univer-
sitics as well as investigations into
the desdly cracldown.

Student  protesters are  also
walling for the government o
g an official notification on the
Supreme Court decision,

AFP

DEFENSE

Blinken, Austin to meet Japanese counterparits for talks

AFP Tolyo

LS Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Secretary aof
Defense Lloyd Austin will meet
lhear  Japanese  counterparts
for four-way talks this month,
Tokyo's Foreign Ministry said
Momday.

Meeting In Japan on July
28 they will discuss "security
challenges facing the two
countries” amd the “strength-
ening of the determence and

response  capabilities of the
Japan-U15 alliance,” a minisiry
statement said.

It follows a state wvisit by
Japon's Prime Minister Fuimio
Eishida to Washington in Apnl.

At that meeting. Kishida and
President Joe Biden unwveiled
plans to restrocture the US
millitary command in Japan, the
biggest such change since the
RELEILS

The wos  abmed  al
making US and Japanese foroes

MHIVEe

more nimble in the event ol
threats, such as a Chinese
invasion of Taiwan.

Blinken and Anstin will also
hold a “ministerial meeting on
extended  deterrence” when
they meet Japanese Foreignm
Minister Yoko Ramikawa and
Defence Minister AMinoru
Rihara, Monday’s statement
s

“The four Ministers wall
discuss hilateral cooperation Lo

further strengthen US extemnded

deterrence, bolstered by Japan's
defense capabilities.” it said.

Japan plans to double its
defense spending 1o the NATO
standard of 2 percent of GDP
by 20627, although the falling
value of the ven may dent its
purchasing power.

Blinken will be in Japan from
July 28-29 as part of a trip that
also includes an Association
of  Southeast Aslan Natlons
minisierial meeting in
this week.

1

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Strong allies

Belarus FM

to visit North
horea today

Moscow ally Belarus® foreign
minister will on Tuesday
g0 1o North Korea, a pariah
state with which Rus=ia has
strengthened ties, for a
three-day visit, the Belaru-
sian Foreign Ministry said.
"Omn Z23-25 July 2024, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Belarus,
Maxim Rvzhenkov, will pay
an ofhicial return visit to the
Democratic People’s Bepub-
lic of Rorea at the invitation
of the Ministry of Foreign
AlMairs of the DPREK,” the
mirnisiry said in a statement
in Englizh, referring to the
acronvm of North Korea's
official name. Bussia used
Belarus as a launchpad for its
invasion of Ukraine in 20032,
AFP

Facing criticism
India blocks
rule dividing

eateries by religion

Indias top court on Momday tem-
parartly siispended directives
sl by Pwo state governmenls
regquirmng eaternes to display Lhe
narmes of thelr owners following
eriticism e rale was intended
to divade restaurants by religson.
I its interim order Monday,
the Supremse Court sadd that
whike shops eed niot specify
their owners' numes oulside,
they shoalod desplay the Food
1tems on offer, the kegal website
LiveLaw reported. The Uttar
Pradesh government sxid it was
meant to maintain the purity of
thee faith of the pilerims, known
as “kanwarias” But detraciors
el Lhe move, including allies of
the: Hindhu-nationalist BIP, saad
it was meant o stop the pilerms
from patronizing eateries owned
b Muslims. AFP
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANKE

‘Europe’s Sea Mammals’

ROBERT STILL, HUGH HARROP. LIRS DIAS, AND TIM STENTON

This cutting-adge
photographic identification
guide to Europe’s sea
mammaeals—the only such guide
af its Kind—oovers = -

from lcaland to Macaromesia
and the Meditamansan,
Caspian and Baltic seas,

Written and Bustrated by a
 team of professional

the 38 speciesof | GRUER.. & | tour guides with
whales, dolphins s e i . | extensive experience
and porpolses and | presenting the region's
B spacies of seals | sea mammals, the gukds
found mn tha region, | faatures more than
which spans the 180 color photographs,
eastemn Atlantic 'l miaps and graphics,

i

Ongolng Investigation

Five Killed
in Croatian
nursing home

An assailant entered an
elderly care home on Monday
in central Croatia and shot five
peopde dead, Croatian media
repaorts said,

The Index news portal said
five people died immediately,
while others were still receiv-
ing meedical assistance.

The suspect fled the soene, but
e palice soon caaght him in a
cale near the Bacility in the town
of Darurvar, the report said

Authoritics are investigating
thee teotive behind the attack. AP

Carruption Inguiry
Spanish PM to
testify in grafl

case against wile

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez will testify on July 340
in a preliminary corruplion
imquiry into his wife Begona
Gomces business tics, a Ma-
eirid court said Monday.
Judge Juan Carlos Peinado
will hear Sanchez as a "wil-
ness” at his official residence
A 1100 am, on July 340, 4
erlrl Siatemeenl said.

He will be questioned
over suspected influence
peddling by his wife.
AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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YOUR DAILY ARABIC PROVERHE

Fovee yowrself to bear the andesined, beeanse
e suveetest Hmes are Hnged will il eriess.

Basnenar bin flura
| & DD S -G et

e recent escalation of
tensions in our region
compels me to reiterate a
warning 1 have sounded
for vears about the threats
we face, which peopar-
dize our security in the Gull Cooperation
Council. Today, more than ever, | sense we
are on the brink of a sigmifcant confronta-
tHon in our area.

Following the Israeli airstrikes on
Yemens Red Sea port clty of Hodeidah on
Saturday, there are growing fears that a
regional war could ignite. We might know
when it starts, but we cannot predict how
or when it will end.

Statements accusing Arab countries
of aiding Israeli aviation in its attacks on
Yemen are emerging. These accusations
st the stage for a dangerous scenario,
aligning with the long-standing imcite-
ment podicy pursued by Iranian militia
platforms in the region, incloding the

&%
Despldite onr
allempis (o mend

relations with the
Iranian regime, its
proxies continue

to Mght us

CECURTEAY akiial Ak el is Hil=ss B A

Opinion

People of the Gulf, beware

Houthis in Yemen, the Popular Mobili-
zation Forces in Iraq and Hezballah in
Lebanon. These groups accuse our Gulf
nations of treason and ssee explich
threatls against us.

[espite our attempts to mend relations
with the Iranlan regime, 118 proxies
continue o Aght us, Trust is impossible
with those who practice duplicity in
their dealings.

Hezhollah Secretary-Greneral Hassan
MNasrallah, in a televised speech, openly
threatened Saudl Arabia, claiming it
mncited and funded Istael for its attacks
on Hexbollah. The Houthis have vowed
b strike Saudi Arabia again. And Irantan-
backed Shiite militias in Irag provoke
and threaten our countries with bascless
accusations. Clerics there exploit Ashura’s
commermaration, using plaiforms to
spread lies against Gull countries,
Muctada Al-5adr’s recenl speech is a
glaring example of their provocations and

il gl Afwmims] B =l o
N & proecesel LA EwaSer sy i
wud charman of [Fes M-sialbEoo
Sroup ond Cubal Natonol
FAUNNC S Ond FoaG unarc e
CEOUTEOITY. Ha
wiH The orwy non-LISs msmdiesd
ol the Wtk Doarg of
Csprrrd ol B Amaican
Urited Sonice Craanlrators
From 136 1o 1857

FEHALAF AHMAD AL-HABTOOR

insults, especially when he distorts verses
of the Holy Qur'an, compares Najal to
Maklkah and curses the Umavyads entirely,
insisting on entenng God's house only
through Ali's gate.

Maoreover, statements from Ahmed Alam
Al-Huda, 3 member of Tran's Coundcil od
Expeerts and representative of the supremse
leader for Hazavi Rhorasan provinoe,
openly admit that Hexbollah, the Howthis,
the Popular Mohilization Forces and
others are working for Iran against the
countries they are present in, He boasts
that Iran has surmounded the Arabian Gulf
nathons with the goal of dismantling them,

Given that these militias are
directed by Iran, one must question
where the promises of a new relation-
ship stand. lrans method of waging war
through proxies ndicates s alm to turn
edir Aral lands into battbegroinds 1o
further its agenda.

Evervihing | am warning about today [

highlighted decades ago, compaled into a
bstaks titlecd “Ts Anyhody Listening?™ The
fundame=ntal question remains What
are wie doing to counter the danger that
threatens our security and existence?

We miest revive the unification of our
rikitary forces within the Gulf as a deter-
rent against any ac1s of ageression, We are
strong and not weak; our reach can extend
everywhere, but we musi remain vigiland
and cautions.

[ urge our leaders to foeus on the Teagql
border, where the threat of an Iranian
proxy war against us is brewing. Pay
attention ta the statements of the Trankan
militia leaders in Irag and their clerics.
Understand the gravity of their threats
and you will understand the urgency of
my Warnings.

We mniest act now to ensure we do not fal
o recogmize the seriousness of The iiua-
tron before it is too late, But the question
remains: " Is anyhody listening™

This could be one of

the most profound
opinions the couri

has ever delivered.
Il did sowith

near nnanimity

Key states now have a duty to act on Israel’s occupation

nother pinch vourself

moment. Palestindans and

those who support thelr

rights have despaired of

mternational institutions

walering down the legal
rights to which they are entithed. Lasi
week, however, the International Court of
Justice dhicd nod biink. It delivered.

The shock was nod in the legal advice.
Nobody should be shocked at its contents,
more the courage to stand up to huge
pressure, This could be one of the mos
profound opinions the court has ever deliv-
ered. It did so with near unanimity.

The court, the top judicial body in
the world, was siuing a legal opinion
following a December 200282 requcst by the
LN General Assembly. 1t is not binding
but its authoritative legal status showld
become the benchmark for all states fo
assess Lhe legal consequences of Israel™
F7-year-old occupation.

The key indings were as follows: Isrpels
continued presence in the Oecupied

Territories is unlawful. It muost end
the occupation and s under an ohligation
tor bring to an end its unlawul presence
A= rapilly as possible. Israe] is under
an obligation to immediately ceasce all
new settlement activities and to evacuate
all setthers, The court also determined
that Israell policies and practices
amounted to annexation of lange parts of
the Occupded Territories. Isracl also has
Lhie obligation to provide Dull reparation
for the damage caused to “all natural or
legal persons concerned.”

The International Court of Justice
algo advised international bodies and
third-party states that they were “under
it abhigation not (o recogmze as legal
the situation arising from the unlawful
presence of the State of Israel in the
Oocupled Palestinian Territory and not
ter render ald or assistance in malntaining
the situation.”

This means the International Court of
Justice can be added to the extensive list of
legzal bodies and human nghts groups that

CHRIS DOYLE

Chr= Dosde s irscAnr of
the Coendll tor &rai-Britiss
LUnder=tanding m London

X: mDoylech

For Tl warslon, og on 1o

WYrs Arabnaws coms apinian

consider Israe] (o be imposing systematic
discrimination, perhaps a system of apart-
heid, in the Occupied Territories. Tt did not
examine the situation within Israed itsell

The official Israeli reaction (spoiler alert:
[srael rejected the opinion) was laugh-
ingly predictable, Tts leaders’ contempd
for international Llaw is matched by their
contempt for international bodies and
human rights organizations.

Palestinians are rightly asking whether
this will make any difference, with mos)
believing it will nod, Yet, the clanty of
this opinion hardens the legal position.

Mo serions legal body or lawver can now
serpoisly claim that Isracls occupation is
legil. The begal debate should be over, but
the paolitics s way behinl

Third-party states have a duly To act.

As Lhe court determined, stales musl
nod “render aid or assistance™ toward
Lsrael maintaining its presence in the
Decupled Territories.

The amens are nol great, The US, TR and
Canada had argued that the court shoubd

not Esue an opimion; given the result,

it is clear why, The US claimed to respect
thee court bul sakd the opinion “will compli-
cate efforts to resolve the conflict” as
opposed to the llezal actions of its ally, The
Ireshly installed UK government merely
stated it was reviewing the opmion, The
ELl issued perhaps the most supportive
staterment: "It is our moral doty to reaffirm
our unmwavering commiiment to all ICT
decisions in a consistent manner, irmespec-
tive of Lhe subject in question.” Wil it act
on this fine principle?

Ome wonders if America or any European
states will insist that Israel end ks occupa-
tion or pay reparalbons.

To =ive meaning to this opinion, key
stiates have to change their language and
palicy. Will any of them implensent a ban
on setthement trace? That is e logical
conclusion of this opinion, and it would be
long overdue. 1E is time for all European
countries to recognize the state of Pales-
P oo Ul 19967 baopders amd dermand tha

the occupation of that state be terminated
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5 Presudent Joe Biden's

much-criticized perfor-

manece in last month’s de-

Irete with former President

Daonabd Trmp undowubded-

[y raised concems among
many Democrais about his ability to win
November's election.

Howesser, the truth 85 that we did nod
need to see Biden's debate performance
to Ko that he was in
trouble. His unelectability

hiad already been

i-—. F o

second term m the White House
should put the spotlight on the role
Arab and Muslim American voters will
May in the election.

Without the support of Arab and Muslim
Amenicans, Biden would have lost thosse
kiey states, even if they did not switch to
Trump and instead voted for a third-party
candidate such az Dy, Jill 5tein, a progres-
give Jowish independent who opposes
[grael's government and
supports the two-state

solution for Palestinians,

determined in the primary The trwih is that Instead of recognizing
clections as a conse- we did nod need o this fact — that the
quence of the 4 Abandon- abandonment of Biden by
Biden movement, which see Biden's debate Arab and Muslim voters
encouraged Democrats 1o performance (o doomed his reelection bid
withdraw their suppor know thai e wwas — the media and politicians
of Biden in several key in irouble are focused only on Biden's
swing states. dismmal debate performance,
This recvement siphomned Arabes and Muslims

Arab and Muslim votes away from Biden
in states such as Michigan, Arizona,
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Minnesola,
Georgla, New Jersey and Nevada, Without
their returm, Biden's reclection hopes
were doomed,

Monday's momentous decision by Biden
to withdraw from the race and not seek a

are among the most marginalized voter
constiluencies in America. They are
Enored by the mainsiream news media
and by the political system,

Thi= was demonstrated in the altermath
of the brutal Hamas violence against Israel
on Oct. T, 2023, Tel Aviv has used that act
of vielence, which was one of a serles of

RAY HANAMNIA

Ry Hirsirsa is an awird-wrrrg
former Chicago City Hak poitiox
rEparier @nd colamrist He oan

oo resoinesd omn his parsonol
welwaila Gl sy M caa i roam

X: @#MayHananis

vident acts perpetrated by boith Hamas
and lsrael, as justification to seek the
ethnic cleansing of Gaza’s Christian and
Muslim Palestinians, hoping to push
them out in order to annex the important
coastil land.

The Biden administration subseguently
failed to wse its influence to foree 1sracks
government to restrain its response,
which has resalted in the murder of at
least 30,000 CGrazans —
and perhaps as many as
186,000 — and the destruc-

&8

Arab and Muslim Americans key to US election

soine Democrats to put Vice President
Hamala Harris in his place. Biden has
endorsed Harris to replace him on the
ballest amel Farris anmounced her intention
Loy run. But for Arabs and Muslims, Harris
is no different than Biden, She was silent
on the call for a ceasefire and has been in
leckstep with Biden.

Alternate candidates are expected 1o
surface as comtenders to sucoeed Biden,
including third-party
independent Robert F.
Rennedy Jr., Sen, Joe

tiom of the homes and lives o Democratic Manchin, former First

of more than L5 million. candidate can win Lady Michelle Obama and
Demands in the early : former Democratic hopeful

weeks of the Israeli the White House Sem. Bernie Sanders.

carnage for a ceasefire thar Unless they address Yed, no matter who

mught have prevented so the concerns of the party rallies around

many deaths were ignored Arabs amd Muslims succecd Biden, no

by the Biden adminisira-
Hom, This angered Arab
and Muslim Amenicans so much that they
sipnificantly undermined Biden's election
chances by not voting for him in the swing
sfale primaries, Instead, they voded for
other candidates or even cast blank votes
for “undecided” or "uncommitied.”

Now that Biden has withdrawn from the
election, there s a campalgn by

Democratic candwdate

can win the White House
unless they address the concerns of Arabs
and Muoslims and the powerful voter
display seen during the primary elections.

Without a major realignment of

Amenican foreign policy toward Pabestine,
Israc] and the Middle East, the Democrats
are in for an uphill election fight they are
almost certain to lose.

Orban’s ‘peace mission’ exposes EU divisions

b ELT is considering taking
action aganst Hungary
rezarding its presidency of
the Council of the European
Unibon in the second half of
204 dhue 1o conoerns over
Budapest's adherence to EU valwes and the
e of law. The last European Parliament
passed a resolution questioning Hungary's
ability to credibiy fulfill the role of the coun-
cil's presidency, citing democratic backslid-
ing and rule-of-Law violations by Prime
Minlster Viktor Orban’s government.,

the hodder represents the entire bloc,
Despite the official explanation outlining
the bilateral dimension of the so-called
peace mission, the EU is pondering the
option of suspending Hungary's presidency
of the council. Indeed, it appears that the
Spanizh and Belgian gpovernments coubd
act agains Hungary’s presidency, as they
[orm — together with Hungary — the
presidency tno, with a common program.
Moreover, following a request from Poland,
the coumncil’s legal service explained that

Orbean's peace mission violated EU freatles

This issue was further andd common foreign policy,

igruted after the Hungarian g For now, top EUT officials have
M this month made a I" deciced 1o boyoott Hungan's
series of visits to Kyiv Orban’s foreign meetings as a result of Orban's
Mkrakne), Moscow (Russia), visit {o Putin,
Shhushia (Azerhaifan, Being trips were Some EU member states
{Chinal and Washington ambiguous in have coarmplained about the
(the U5} The talks with terms ofthelr European Commisson's
Russian President Viadimir decision (o bovooll the
Putin were part of what goal, as well as Hungarian presidency. The
Orban described as a their bilateral Europsean Commission has
“peace mission™ over and ‘or European  announced that it will seot
Russia®s wiar in Ukrdne dim send its commissioners 1o
and also invelved meetings g informal council mestings
with Chinese President Xi during Hungary's presi-
Jinping and former US President dency and that it has canceled s mrip to
Donald Trump. Buckapest, a rouline visil that the commission

The European debate is related to umnderiakes at the beginnimg of cach new

Hungary's role as the council’s presadent.
Orban's forelzn trips were ambizuous in
terms of thedr goal, as well as their bilateral
andl for European dimensions. EU member
states were concerned that Orban appeared
Lo s s couminy’s presidency to add weight
o his diptomatic propects. The six-mondh
presidency s termporary and does not mean

srm
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Estabfahod in T9ET by
Prince Ahmad bin Salman bin Abdulagiz
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council presidency. This decision was seen
by sorme EUY member states as an electoral
prcdve £ suppotrt the candidacy of Ulrsuls
von der Leven as president of the: European
Commission.

Ciher EU keaders onticized Orban for his
peace mission because he had no official
randate from the ELUL The most vocal
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criticism came from Poland, Germany,
France, Italy, Czechia, Denmark, Finlandd,
Sweden, Lithuwania, Latvia and Estonia.

All insisted that the Hungarian PM was

mol representative of the EUL According

o former Estonian Prime Minister Kaga
Ralla=: " In Moscow, Vikior Orban in mo way
represenis the EU or the EU's positions. He is
explodting the EU presidency position to sow
confusion. The EU is united, cheardy behind
Ukraine and against Russian ageression.”

Federation, the US, China amd the ETI"
Hungary’s lmited support imside the
ELl could change in the event of Trump's
reclection. After November, Budapest may
have the confidence o use s presidency of
the coundcil to secure a mpprochement with
a foture Repubbcan administration that is
mare supportive of strong peace efTorts 1o
e the war in Ukraine, Other EU member
states should prepare for this scenano to
avoid undermining the bloc’s credibility in

The political boyoott of events militarily supporting Ukraine.
ancl meetings during the six months Om the Internal frond, the rise of far-right
of the rotating Hungarian political parties is alse a
preswdency is the most 5 = signal that, even if Orban
likely consequence of ‘ remains isolated among the
the widespread criticism Political boycotts El.u'l:il:l-l:arl elite, his strategic
Trowm Orbsan’s coanter- during th thinking is popular among
parts regarding his peace : lﬁ'l]:u:;f a sigmificant part of the
muission, While some S1X manins European pablic,
::'E:Erba f-almd?%m-ﬂrhm the rotating hﬂrﬁil?mﬁjhimveunt
::l]'['!iilil'l:i'll.'_':" -:rrﬂl.l;i::ﬂlsi.rj|:.''rt;.-'Ei H = _— ::nl: m':;lril;n}'ﬂrllﬁduﬂjrmm
POWETS, CONCIELE MEAsures presidency are ﬁ:-nnalmcéaagt of unity,
have vet to be decided. The the most lkely with the notable excep-
debate contimues within Hiowy of Slovakia, there is a

CONSCOQIenCe '

the EU on the Best course state of disunity in the EU
of action to address these loward the Ukraingan crisis.

concerms, while maintaining the
integrity and functionality of the rotating
presxiental sysiem.

This broad Enropean criticism directed
at Orban had one important exception,
namely Slovakia, Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico explained that “there b= no
military solution to the conflict in Ukraine,
[ am among the politicians who suppsort an
immediate ccasefire and the start of peace
negodiations valving Ukralne, the Russian
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Hungary s besding this rift and we will see
mare “peace efforts™ with the rise of Tar-right
extremists across the continent. Indeed,
miost of the European public does not sec the
need for & lome war against Hussia,

The widespread official criticksm of Hunga-
ry's peace mission is therefore not o musch
of a sigm of unity among EU member states
bul rather a manifestation of a widening gap
between most European citizens and the
Frussels techmocratic elite,

SURRCRIFTION
Hoad Of¥oo: (Feyndh)
PO Boa SR04, Saach 1283
Tat [BEE-TE34195933 Foot [S9R88-TE 4200550
TOLL FREE: 58 B00- 2 00T
Errall Fifeparubmadissa
wah wws arabmodinco com

FRINTING CENTER

Riyade F.O Box 213
Rlavacin 11383 Tal (585112851000

Fia=: iSEE-1r288580040
Bales: Tel GOG-1TETORADT
Fas: 250~ T4 T DRI
W halmnriripe sk o

MSCLAIMEN
Wi anprassed by wribars
in this sacticn mrs thalr
ovn &And oo niot nacesanrily
reflect Arab News' pobt of view,




Emerging markets are gaining
traction, with funds adopting
a selective approach.
dosette Rizk

Hiadd of ks EaoT and AlFlES af vedcr:

Mirmal Naroyanan =rpads

Middle Eastern sovereign
Investors are following
thelr global counterparts
by prioritizing India and
other emerging markets
amid concerns over
weopolitical tenslons,

an analyvsis sald.

In lts latest reporl, Invesco, a
US-based mmvestment  manage-
ment firm, said that 88 percent
of glebal wealth funds, including
00 percent of those In the
Middle East region, consider
the South Asian couniry the
mast attractive destination for
ivestments among emergng
eCONIMeS,

Saucli Arabia’s Pubfic Invest
ment Fund has already expressed
iis appetite N emerging nations
lilee Trickian. In September 2023, the
Ringrom™s Investment Minisier
Rhalid Al-Falih expressed the
possibility of establishing a
sovereign wealth fund  office
in the Asian countrv, as well as
investing in Indian startups that
cater o the Saudi markeis via
veniure capital funds

Commenting on  her s
report, Joseile Hizk, head of
Middle East and Africa at Inveson,
saiel:  “Amid an  unpredictahble
ATt ELIOnment,
efEn investors are pecalibrating
thelr portfolios, pivoting toward
erpuites,  privale
hidge: fumds,”

SOV

creddit,  and

Sovereign imvestors in the

region are increasingly
adopting Al in their

investment processes,
recognizing iis potential to
hecome an essential tool.

Josottes Rizk
Head of Middle Eaat and adricn &t freseso

S sakl: "Emerging markets
are gaining traction, with funds
atopting a sclective approach.”

According to the report, weilth
funts are looking to reshape
their portfolics to reflect the
new macro environment, with
27 percent and 50 percent in the
Mickdle East planning to increase
allocations (o mirastracture over
thi: next year.

Invesco's findings are based on
the views of 0 chief investment
cllieers, heads of assel classes,
and senior portfolio strategists
at 83 soverelen wealth funds and
57 central banks, who together
manage 322 trillion i assels,
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CHALLENGES

Sovereign investors in Mideast
exploring emerging markets

Geopolitical tensions are most serious risk to economic growth, study says

The study snid
the US s the
fheEl attractive
market fior

private cradit.

AFP

Geopolitical tensions
The analysis revedled that 85
peroent  of .-.-:al.-'-e'n‘h,,-:u HIvesines
in the Middle East region opimned
geopsolitkcal tensions as the st
sertous rsk o economic growth
over the next 12 months

Acconding to the report, infla
fion also remains a sipmificant
concern for these investors, with
3 percent of soverelgn wealth
funds and central banks globally
and 68 percent in the Middle East
expecting it to seitle above apex
banks' targels,

The study further noted that
almost three-guarters of inves-
tors — 71 percent worldwide andd
70 percent in the Middle East —
anticipale interest rates and Bond
viclds to remain in the mid-single
digits owver the long term,
indicating a shift in expectations.

The rise of private credit
The report noted that private
credit is also gaining popularity,
with only 35 percent of sovereign

wiealth funds globally and 22

percent  in the Middle East
currenily having no investments
in private credit.

Inwescn opned that the appeal
of private credit ls driven by

diversification from  tracitional
fioved income and its relative value
compared to conventional debds.

The study said that the US is
the most attractive market for
private credit, with the country
being mated the vonte option
by &7 percent of the wealth fands
globally and 71 percent in the
Mickdle East.

However, Invesco said there is
2 prowing interest in emerging
market private debt, as more
than hall of the respondents,
inchuhng 58 percent in the
Middle East region, beheve there
are unexplored opporiunities in
these countries.

"Private credil s increasingly
attractive o sovereign wealth
funds, with many investing
thirough Dands and direct deals

sovereien weilth fumds in the
region developed markeis buat
are also explorineg  emerginge
markets while balancing defen-
give amd opporiunistic  strate-
gies o navigate the competitive
landscape,” Hizk saidl

The implemen-

tation of Al

Invesco also noted thal more
than one-third of sovercien

investors  globally are using
advanced technologies  like

FASTFACTS

@ in 2023, Saudi Investment
Minister Khalid Al-Falik

expressed the possibility

of establishing a soversign
wenlth fund office in India

® Wealth funds are looking
to reshape their portfolios
to reflect the new macro
environment, with 27

percent and S0 percent in
the Middle East planning.

® The study noted that
almost three-quarters of
investors anticlpate interast
rates and bond ylelds to

rarmain in the mid-single
digits over the long term.

artificeal intellizence n their
Investment process,

T vk Fri oIty — 53 perceni
worldwide and 100 percent in
the Middle East — believe Al will
cventually play a role in their
organization.

The rise of generative Al has
prompied &6 percent of sover-
elzn wealth funds and central
banks globally and 83 percent
in the Middie East o reevaluate
their current Al strateges and
explore new applications for this
technology.

Thee survey also Tound that hall

of these investors globally and
A0 percent in the Middle East are
confident that the implementa-
tion of Al can enhance returns.

InvescD s
findings ara
Nasid am the
whres of 140
ahilaf investment

afficers,
heods of asset
classes, ond
senior poartfelic

strategists at B3
soveraign wealth
funds and &7
eamtral hinka.

“BOvercign INVestors in
the region are increasingly
adopting Al in thelr Invest-
menl processes, recognizimg 1S
potential to become an essen-
fial tool, While challenges exist,
funds are investing in training
and partnerships to overcome
barmiers,” Rizk said.

Growing impor-

tance of ESG

Invesco sacd that mvestors who
took part in the study consider
ereciwashing to be one of the
higgest challenges, as cited by
84 percent of the wealth Tunds
worldwide and 294 percent in the
Middle East.

The report also foumnd  thd
SOVETelEn Inveslors . are moving
toward preater  accountability,
with 50 percent of accounts
in the Middle East modeling
and tracking their porifolios o
combal clmate change.

"ESG (environmental, social,
and povernance) adoption
continues (o nse among
the Middle East's central
banks, while SWFs refine
their approach as the market
maiures.” Rizlk =ak

She sakl: “Investors are mcreas-
mgly recogmizing chmate nsk
as A material factor and aligning
portfolios with global climate
Engagement  with
allocation o renewables  are
preferred over complete divest-
ment oo deive the  energy
irnsition,”

g s, anel
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PARTNERSHIP

Saudi Arabia, Egypt to
boost energy cooperation

Measures to diversify energy mix and will address challenges in energy sector

Arab Mews Hiynoh

Saudi Arabla and Egypt

are set Lo boost energy
cooperation following

a meeting between

top officlals to expand
ties in petrolenm, gas,
electricity, renewable
energy, and hydrogen.

On July 21, Sawdi Minister
of Energy Prince Abdulaziz
bin Salman met with Egvpl's
Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral RHesources Karim
Badawi amnd  Minister of
Electricity and  Henewable
Energy  Mahmoud Esmat al
his minsiry'’s headguariers in
Riyadh.

This comes as Saudi Arabia
and Epypl deepen their energy
cooperation, with Egvpt
siming a $¢ billion deal with
saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power in
December 2023 o develop a
green  hydrogen project. The
apreement includes a work plan
for the fArst phase, targeting a
production  capacity of up to
GO0 tonnes  annually  of

ETeen ammaonia,

During the meecting, the mins-
bers ehlscussed various aspects
ol coopermbion  befween the
two countries, aiming o align
their efforts with the shared
visions of their leadership and
the ambitions of thelr peoples,
according o a statement Trom
the Saudi Enerey Ministry.

“The encregy strategices of both
countries were reviewed, and
kev work areas and measures
to diversify the encrgy mix
and address challenges in the
energy seclor were discussed,
all within the [ramework of
ensuring sustainable and afford-
able cnergy sources,” said the
statement.

The recent Rivadh meeting
also peviewed the progress ol

T

joint  projects,  Including  the
ehecirical inlercomnection
between the Saudi and Egyvptian
grids — the largest in the region.

This nitiative aims Lo enhance
the stability and reliability of the
clectrical supply between the
two couniries and maximize the
ecopombe  and  developmenial
benefits of their collaborative
elecirical  undertakings,  the
statrment added.

In asimilar statement isswed by
the Egyvpiian Minstry of Petro-
leum and Mineral Resources,
Badawid emphasized the depth of
the parinership and the distin-
gushesd refations between Egyvpl
and Saudi Amabda, which have
spanned decades acToss variows
helds, particularly in energy.

He sabd that the strategies of

both countries wepe feviewsd,

Sawd| Minister of Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman met with Egypt's m&mmm-ﬁWHMMlmm&nH&:

FASTFACTS

& Saudl Arabia and Egypt
deapen thair snergy
cooparation, with Egypt
signing a $4 billion deal with
Saudi Arabia's ACWA Power
in Decamber 2023 to develop

a green hydrogen project.

® The agreement includes a
work plan for the first phase,

targeting a production capacity
of up to 800,000 tonnes

annually of green ammonia,

including kev work areas and
measures to diversily the emergey
mix and address challenges In
the sector to ensure sustainable
and affordable energy sources.

i

increasing production, acceler-
ating exploraltmon achivities, and
utilizing availlahle capacites i

refineries  and  petrochembcal
plants,
Badawit also stressed the

importance  of  enhancing
cooperation with the Kingdom
and other allied countries, as
well as exchanging expertise
and sharng suceess stores to
maximize integration between
the two nations and increase the
adlchedd value of natural resources.

The Epyptan  statement
also  underlined the mpor-
fance of  developing  action

plans with realistic and fanda-
mental solutions grounded In
coonomic principles to ensure
sistainability, and the need for

of voung talent, amd women's
EIPWerment.

The meeting agreed on the
veesd] do optimbze the wse of petro-
feum resources while observing
environmental consicderations, It
discussed expanding programs
and  indtiatives o reduce
carbon  emisslons,  Including
improving enerey elficsency and
enhancing the value of carbon
through modern technologies
and innovative mesthods such
s enhanced ol recovery, the
Egvptian ministry added in its
statement.

The meeting concluded with
the formation of joint working
groups to focus on priority areas
of cooperation that will develop
implementation mechanisms o
ensure actlonable cutcomes are

actibeved,

SMART CITY SOLUTIONS

National
Housing Co.
pariners
with
horean

Jirm Naver

Arab News Hiyodn

The Sawdi real estate sector is set
o embrace advanced technolo-
gles after the National Housing
Cion. partmered with Eorean tech
firm Naver Corp. to enhance
smart city solutions.

The oollaboration, formal-
ized in the presence of Housing
Minister  Majid  Al-Hogail,
will integrate Digital Twin
technodogy, utilizing MNaver's
adlvanced choud system.

The  technology MErTars
real-world entities In a virtual
environment, supporting real-
fime decision-making through

SPEEDREAD

& The collaboration will
integrate Digital Twin

technology, utilizing Naver's
advanced cloud system,

& The technology mirrors
real-world entities in a wirtual

amvironment, supporting
real-time decision-making

through data analysis,

& This move aligrs with Vision
2030 goals, aiming to usea
this technology for urban

planning and flood predictions.

data analysis, prediction, and
optimization. It will be cloud-
based, with a locus on threse-
dimensional digital modeling.

This move aligns with Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030 poals,
aiming touse this technology for
urban planning and food predic-
tions while advancing smart city
developmeni.

The integration of Diglial
Twin technology s part of the
Ringdom's broader strategy to
modernize its real estate sector
and adopt cutting-edge solutions
i enhance urban management

and Infrastructure eMciency.

The minkster sabd that his contineed investment I human
minkstrys  prioftes inclode resources,  the development
TADAWUL

Saudi main index slips to close at 12,174

Arab News Fiyndh

Sanach Arabia's Tacdawul
All Share Index slipped on
Monday, losing 20T points,
ar 0233 percent, to close at
L

The total trading tumover
of the benchmark index was
SHAE34 bhillion ($2.22 hillion)
as 127 of the stocks advanced,
whitle 96 retreatled.

The Ringdom's parallcl
market Nomu rose 27753
points, or LO8 percent, to close
al 2604047, This comes as 35
al the listed stocks advanced,
while 30 fell.

The MSCI Tadawul Index lost
6.03 points, or 0,39 percent, to

close at 1 523 434

The best-performing stock of
the day was Dr. Soliman Abdel
Rader Fakeeh Hospital Co, The
company'’s share price surged
702 percent to SRGE,

Other top performers were

Sadr Lozistics Co. as well as
United Cooperative Assurance
(43,

The worst performer was Al
Sagr Cooperative Insurance
i, Whose share price dropped
by 478 percent (o SRI1.90,

Other stocks to fall were
Miahona Co. and ACWA Power
L,

On the announcements
front, Aldrees Petroleum and
Transport Services Co,  has
announced its interim [nancial
resulis for the period ending
omn June 30,

According to a Tadawul
statement, the firm's net profit
stood at SE1S98 million at the

end of the first six months of

2024, up 134 percent from the
corresponding period in 20023,

The Increase in net profil
is due to the rise in petrol
and transport division sales,

sukiik,

as well as revenue from joind

deposit  income, and

HIGHLIGHTS

@ The best-performing
stock of the day was
Dr. Sollman Abdel Kader
Fakeeh Hospital Ca,

@ Othor top performers
were Sadr Logistics Co. as
wall as United Cooperative
Assurance Co,

venture project invesiment.
There was a decrease in the
tdher  Ineome  ancd
marketing, selling, and general
costs as well as administrative,
financing, and zakat expenses.
Sauddi Exchange Also

Ty =

announced the listing and
frading units of SEDCO Capdtal
Multi Asset Traded Fund as
g closed ended invesiment
fraded fund on the main
market on July 24 with the
symbaol 4703 and ISIN Code
SAIGZGS29FLE, and with « /- 340
percent daily price Auctuation
Himits and +/- 10 percent static
price Muctuation limits,

A bourse filing revealed that
these fluctuation limits will be
applicd during the frst three
davs of listing, and from the
fourth trading day onwards, the
daily price Auctoation limits
will revert to +/- 10 percent
andl the static price Muctustion
lirnits will no longer apply.
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sSemalor features expert distiliation and
curation of the best content out there
alomg with its original contenl. 4
Justin Smith
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Mews platform Semafor Gulf will feature original reporting and a theice-weskly nowsistter that will analyzre the region's fanancial, business and gropoitical scenarios snd thelr impact around the world, =Hotia ook
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Semafor to launch Gulf edition as

hird instalment in global expansion

Former Dow Jones reporter Mohammed Sergie set to lead platform

Tarwk Al Ahwrad | 0000

News platform Semafor
will launch in the

Middle East on Sepl. 16
with former Dow Jones
reporter Mohammed
Sergle as edlior, marking
the firm's third edition

In addition to the U'S and
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Semafor Gulf will feature original
reporting  and a  thrice-weekly
mewsletier that will amalyvee the
regionys nancial, basiness  and
geopoditical scenarios and their
impact around the world.

“The core of our editorial kdea
and model around the intema-
tional news opportunity is this
notion that most of the existing
chominam English-language news
medha was created and designed
in the 19th cenfury by Amaerican
and Hritnsh newspapers, 10 a
large extent, that were domestic
mews brands” sald Testin Smith,
co-founder and CEO of Semafor,

These news brands would then
“re-export their content to the rest
of the workd”™ almest as an after-
thought and send their cormespon-
dents around the world to report
back for thelr home country, he
fenld Arab Niewsy,

Az the world has changed and
the number of English-language
readers  has  muoltiplied, he
continued, there is a need for a
mew  mockel where international
reporting “is not done exclusively
o report back news for the home
countey, bl rather is created for

people around the world — news

SEMAFOR e
Gulf & -

T
i
W

Sergle. The
firm will hire

‘At least kol o
dopon Jownalists
acroas tha
roglan.’

l. I;...
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consumers in the regions whene
those journalists are, in addition
o peopls who are interested in
that region.

“This notion of a foreien corme-
spondent in 2024 ks outdated and
nat as relevant”

semalfor Gull, bed by Sergpe,
will launch with a feam of staff
reporters a8 well as columnists
povering Saudl Arabia, the UAE
and Qatar, and will continme 1o
expind through 2025,

sergic, who began his carcer in
the UAE, previously establishwed
the Sauds Arabda burean for Dow
Jones in 2008 and served as an
editor at Blocmberg News.

semwafor i85, In some  Ways,
chifferent from other news bramds
in that 1t 1s “source-agmostic” and
15 "tryving to el the story a little
hit diferently, engagine with
a sophisticated awdence”  <aid
SerEie,

Being a “mulli-source  media
platform,” Semafor  features
“expert cistillation and ciration
of the best content oul there”

along with its original content in
order to provide a holistic under-
standing of a particular story,
explained Justin Smith.

A currently, Sergie added,
“there = a gap in the market of a
smar resid that brings in informa-
tion from all sources,”

For example, in Saadi Arabia,
offictals often share information
through podoasis, which does not
mecessarily feature in “the tradi-
tianal mecha diet people have” he
explained. There is also a different
“seene” in each coantry across Lhe
Gl — a "renakssance” of sorts
prross different mdestrices — that
Semafor wants 1o capture and
biring to the audience, Sergie told
Arah News

In addition to cullure and
business, the Middle East 1= a
geopolitically charged  region
posing  both  challenges and
oiportimbties 1o news platforms.

“The Gulf i this incredibly
important site for politics, and
these things (polltics and other

iogucs ke ecomvaiy and business)

are intertwined,” said Ben Smith,
co-founder and editor-in-chiel of
Semafor.

There will “definitely be a
peopolitical aspect™ 1o Seinalor
Gl s coverage, Serepe adoed.

The firm will hire “atl least
hall a dozen jmnmalists across
the vegion” Justin Smilth  sid,
and roughly hall of them will be
based in Sandi Arabia owing to it
possessing the largest share in the
Crudf market.

In lme with catering o the
regron, Sergwe said the company
woukl  “probably  experiment
with some other channels™ sach
as WhatsApp to reach a broader
auchence, specihcally m the Gull
Cooperation Council area.

Based on his non-pourmnalistic
experience, e believes that st
corporate and  polithcal  leaders
are “glued (o their email” so will
“always consume that way!” And
while he agreed that the average
reader does ol consume news
through cmail, they are not
semafor's target sudience, he saicd

The news brands coverage is

carefully curiled for a specilic

&3
Semafor is different

Cromm other e s

bramds in that inis
sonrce-agnostic and is
irying to tell the story
a liohe bit differently,

cngaging with a
sophisticated
andience.

Mohammed Sorgle
Eidtor ol Semaior Gaif

FASTFACT

Semafor Guif will lawnch with
a team of staff reporters
and columnists covering
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Qatar, and will continue to

expand through 2028,

fype of reader. "We see the
autience as evervbody who is
obsessed with this story, which
certainly Includes bois of people
m the region, but also includes
bots of people outside the region,”
skl Ben Smith,

Moreover, Justin Smath
asserbech: " We are nol a mass news
brand. We're nol mitcrested in
resching every single person.”

Semafor 2 for the leadership
class and for those people who
are based in the msgon as well
gz those based outside i, bud
still “deeply mterested” in it he
explaonedl. And that is a key factor
differentiating Semafor Gulf from
other  English-language news

companies in the region.

Semalor Gulls approach s o
tadkor its contend Tor readers wio
are  sophisticated
aml  passionate
about the region

while removing
the filter that the
LS o UK might
dpaply toa regional
story to make i
maoro

redevani for readers in thelr home
bwses, explained Ben Smith

Global news  owtlets  often
contextualioe storics of and aboud
the region in wavs that make
them more “exotic™ or relevant
W readers i their  home
conntry, he sakd.

These global media ontletsarein
a pease where they ame "constantly
rechscovering the shifts in Sawdi
Arabin” as if it 15 a new story; buod
semafor Gukf woutld like to “write
with the assumption that people
treaders]  actually  knosw  whal's
gring on.” Ben Smith explained.

In terms of distinguishing isell
from regional media outhets, Justin
stmith sxid, Semafor Gulf will add
a “plobal lens” and “connect the
dits” between glohal and resioral
stortes resulting in a more inter-
meational “macro sensibility™ that ks
bess “Western-centrc,”

He continued: “Semafor is a
mosaic of muliiple sources pud
together very carefully and very
mtentionally to bring  ideobog-
il balance, and so you will see
s looking to bring that kind
of  peographic and  deokogcal
balance together, &ven in the
Cralf”

And so, Justin Smith added.
semafor describes itself as an
“tntelligemt service, s much as a
mews brand”™ because as “readers
irv to rangulate this incredabdy
complicated news landscape”
semafor offers a multitade  of
expert content for readers 1o
consume “gquickly and get a much
deeper, more insightful, more
balanced understamsding of any
EIVETl WS sty
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saudl Arabla’s ambltious
eoonoimic transformation presents
sigmificant opporiunilies.

Falzol Bhanno

i .lll'l."_- Firdaw
N4 ond incln

The MENA Information Securiiy
Conference, one of the aldest and
moest trusted cvents among chief
information security officers and
cybersecurity professionals in
the regton, will once again bring
together op  industry  beaders
and decision-makers, [or  ils
I 2th edition, to discuss the latest
cybersecurity challenges and
share ground-breaking solutions.

With the theme, "Hyper
resilient Cyber: Navigating the
Evidving Threat Landscape of
the Interconmecied World of [T,
O, IoT, IloT, and Hybrid Cloud,”
MENA ISC 2024 will address the
rapidly changing cybersecu-
rity landscape and s implica-
tions for the Ringdoms thriving
businesses  and cntical indra-
siructure. The event will be held
in Rivadh from Sept. 10-10.

The mnemployment rate for
Saudis dropped to 77 percent in
the kast quarter of 20023, nearing
the obéective of T percent as set for
Vision 2030, The natlon Is set to
grow by .4 percent in 2024, fucled
by substantial mmvestments In
neon-odl sectors and the ambitious
Vision 20030 initiative aimed at
erciie diversihoation. As Sauds
Arabia’s economy contiues (o
flourizh, this economic upiurn
15 Turther supported by robust
consumer spending,  stabilized
ol prices, casing mflabon amd
a highly digitalized public and
private sector.

As a cigitally advanced natlon,
the Ringdom's residents  have
technodoey integrated imto

Or

FRESS RELEASES
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FIGHT AGAINST CYBERTHREATS

MENA ISC 2024 returns to support
KSA's digital transformation

MENAISC 2023 tock place in parson at Hiltan Riyadh Hetel and Resldences, bringlng together an impressive gnthering of mose than 2,880 delogates.

everyvday life, from government
seTvices on platforms like Absher
i wvarious mobdle applications
[or  healtheape,
ance and other services. Saudi
Arabia 15 recoenized globally for
its digital advancements, ranking
third in the World Banks GovTech
Maturtty Tndex for digital govern-
ment transformation and frst in
the Arab world for digital competi-
tiveness. This widespread digital
integration necessitates the need
for a resilient cvbersecunty infra-
struchure to ensure the sccure
hmctioning of digital services.
The rapid expansion is also
driven by the implementation of
aivanced techmologies such as

fiEanee,  sur-

HIGHLIGHT

MEMNA |SC 2024 will address
the rapidly changing
cybersecurity landscape
and its implications for the

Kingdom®s thriving businesses
and critical infrastructure,

artificial imtellipence, the Internet
of Things, Indusirial Internet
o Things, amd hybrnd cload, n
both pubdic and private sectors.
Reflecting this trend, the cvber-
security market i Sandi Arabis
15 wimessing  unprecedented

growih, with a compoutid annieal
erowth rate of 13578 percent and

-

A market size of 5R21 bidllion (356
bdllion) at the end of 2023

The Kingdom's rapld digital
iransforsmation aml  ecopnomic
cliversithcation under Yision 2000,
increase the volnerability of its
digital infrastructure, making it &
prime target, with the average cost
af a cyberaitack i Saudl Arabla
being  significantly  higher than
the global average, highlizhting
the critical need for cybersecurity
measures such as the govermment's
significant myvestments in devel
oping  cybersocure | infrastruc-
tare amd the establishment of the
Mational Cyvbersecurity Authority,

Four new special  ecopnomic
fones In Saudi Arabia wwere also

S
n

laonched at the end of 2023,
mcloding the Clond SEL, which
aims to atiract leading global eloud
COTREME NG cofmpranies to start thelr
commercial operations with the
capabality to build and operate data
centers throughout the Kingdom,
This was fallowed by major glohal
coppsinbes like Oracle announcing
d SHE Milkon mvestment toward
developing local cloud computing
cefilers, AWS Minouncing a SR20
Ballion investment towarad Baikding
data centers and a signifcant clowd
presence, and Google launching
a new cloud region in Dammam,
widch 15 estimated 1o aded SRA0E
ballion e the countrs GDF
betwieen 20024 amd 2030,

The event ot 33 5t. James's Square, gathered experts from the Kingdom.

KNOWLEDGE SHARING
London roundtable

facilitates financial firms'
entry into Saudi market

Jersey Fimance, an intermational
fimancial center, partnered with
ihe Saawdi Pastish Jodnt Business
Council o host 8 moumdtable m
London titbed “Setting up in Saocds

Practical Insights for Financial
servioe Firms.”

The ecvent at 33 5. Jamess
Square, brought tomether experts
fromn  Samdl  Arabia, including
Fovernment  representatives, o
chisciiss the practical megquiremeiits
and support availlable for Anance
firms looking to establish opera-
tions in the Kingdom.

The roundiablde was led by Falzal
Bhana, Jersey Finandes direcior —
Muddle East. Afrnica amd India. “"These
events are cmucial in providing
fmancial services fimms with the

knowledee and connections they
need o supcessfully navigate the
proscess of setting up in e dymamibc
sauch markel” sid Bhana,

He mided: "Saudh  Arabia’s
ambitions  economic  transforma-
tion presents  siemificant  oppor-
tunitics, and we are commmted
to helping firms leverage Jerseys
expertise 1o establish a presence in
the: Kingedom.”

Theevenl Featured speakers Iom
the Saudi Embassy in London amsd
the Ministry of Investment, as well
a5 leading law firms amd advisory
ems, Abdhodlah Masoosd, coerrmer-
cial attaché at the Embassy of Saudi
Arabia m London, highlighted the
ermhassy’s support for establishimg
linancial services in the Kingrdom,

ESFORTS TOURNAMENT

Mastercard supports Saudi
gaming with EWC partnership

The Esports Waorld Cup Founda-
ton has announced Mastercard
as an official partner of this year’s
Esports World Cuap, the world's
largest gaming festival taking
plece this summer in Rivadh,
Through curating an exciting,
one-of-a-kind  gaming  jowrmey,
Mastercard is helping create an
acoessitde and enjoyahle expen-
ence for all EWC attendees.

The EWC provides an ideal
opportundly to showease Saudi
Arabia's rapldly growing esports
industry, highlizhiing the nation’s
progress in developing its digital
economy and infrastrocture.

Mastercard’ sponsorship will

Marin Modvedovn, country
manager, Saudl Arabéa and Bahrain, |
Mastercard, and Mohammed
Al-Mimar, aales directer, Esparts
Word | Cup Feundation,

enable  enhanced  experiences
for attendees, ncluding seamless
digital payments, and the
chance to win valuable prizes by
competing in a broad selection of
renising challenges, Meanwhibe,
a dedicated Mastercard booth,
located in the Esports Arena,
is hostling on-ground activa-
fions and meet-and-greets with
Saudi esports stars and gaming
perscnalities.

In addition to holding weekly
iournaments that pul gamers'
skill= to the test, Mastercard
will also reward game lovers for
their passion and enthusiasm for
esports with an array ol prizes,

The technology company will
also  challenge visitors
fn  demonstrate thelr
feamwork  ababities by
taking on a movel,

exciting  game  called  “Gen
Blend.” with the aim being to play
and win together.

“Mastercards sponsorship
15 8 sigmibicant milestone [or
EWC, supporting our goals and
harmonizing with Sawdi Vision
2030 focus on diversity, incle-
sbor, and digital  innovation,”
sald  Mobhammed — Al-Nimer,
sales director, EWCFE. "We look
forward to welcoming a diverse
audierce of gamers, tech aficho-
paclos, and industry professionals
o EWC, castimg a brght spaotligi
o the Kinpdom’s digital prowess
anicl eultaral vibramney”

“Al  Mastercard, we are
commitied (o connecting
peopic totheir passions,” said
Miaria Medvedeva, country
manager, Sawdl Arabla and
Bahrain, Mastercard,

Corporate
Briefs
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High-end Audio

Dyson launches
first headphones

‘OnTrac’

Drvson bas unvedbed its firsi
high-fidelity, audio-only head-
phones: the Dhvson OnTrac
headphones. Offering best-in
class noise cancellation, these
hieadphones deliver up 1o 55
howrs of immersive listening.

With more than 2,00
customizable color combina
tions for oater caps and ear
cushions, each ear cushion is
crafted from ulira-soll micro-
fiber and high-grade foam for
superior comfort and acoustic
s, Multi-pdvial gmbal arms
and a unsquely positsoned hat-
tery in the headband ensure
balanced weight distribution

Chief Engineer Jake
Dvsan sabd: = Doesons audlo
ENEIneeEring mission is to
preserye the integrity of
the artist's sound wave, free
from interferemee”

Cybearcrime

Kaspersky
LNCOVEers
Olympics scams

The first in-person Sumimer
Clvmpics since the bfting of
pandemic restrictions is set
to hesgin oo July 26, at{racting
mitllioms of sports enthusi
asts. Raspersky experts have
nated a surge in scamming
activity surroamneding the
evient, with frandsters targel-
ing u=ers' money and data.
With the Olympic Commit-
tee warning of fake ticket of-
Fers amd news of a UK swim-
mer's Famidly being scammed
out of 2,500 British pounds
(53, 2500 while attempting
lo puirchase ekets for the
Faris Clympics, Kaspersky's
telemetry confirmed that
fraudsters are actively crafi-
ing phishing websiies,

Technical Support
Meeram launches

Huawei service
center in UAE

Meeram Technologees has
emererd as the new Hoawed
Authorized Service Center
in thee UAE o serve as the ex-
beribed] techmical support and
resotrees [or all ter pariners
of Huawed, The center will pro
vide comprehensive solubions,
MATAEE SETVICE Fequrirements
and expiore unlimited oppor
tunities for usiness growth in
the commercial market.
Meeram Te ']Ll:l-l:-hlj.'_'_l.'_ x50
Huawen Authorized Service
Center, providges high-guality
services in critical technology
domains, including ATIL agile
methododoey, cloud solutions,
securty, andil, compliance,
data governance, network anal-
vais, forensics, enterprise I'T,
and instaklaton mamtenance,
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Bils FAN

Franca's Presidont Emmarusl Macren during a reception for
intermational journalists accredited for the Parls 20234 Olymplo
Games at the Elyses Presidential Palaoe in Parls on Monday.

Neymar revels in Esports World Cup action in Riyadh

Armb Mowa Foa

Meytuar, the Hrazilian superstar
fossthaller who playvs for Al-Filal
in the Saudi Pro League, was a
diedizzhted spectator in Riyadh at
the inmgrural Esports World Cup,
the ghobe’s largest gaming festival.

The Noo 10 jolnwed  pached

crowids to watch the action at
Boulevard Riyadh City, as teams
in the “Dota2 Rivadh Masters™
and “Counter-Sirike ¥ conlests
bt el 1 ot 1 the fimads,

He also met Prince Faisal bin
Bandar hin Sultan, chaimman of
the Saudi Esports Federation.

The waorld event features a

HIGHLIGHT

Al-Hilal's Brazilian superstar
was avid spectator at the

largest gaming and esports
festival in the world,

ESPORTS WORLD CUT

Ukraine’s Natus Vi

unique  cross-game  structure
pitting the fop clubs and players
apainst one another across XF
glabal competitions in 2 leading
games. Held at the 8,000-capacity
SEF Arena al Boulevard Riyach
City, the event runs until Aug
25, and has a tournament prize
pool of 360 million, the largest

in the history of esporis.

More than 1,500 players, of over
Al nationalities, are participating
at the Esports Waorld Cup,

As well as the “Dota 2 Rivadh
Masters,” week three of the
competition featured elite action
in the "Counter Strike 27 and
“PUBG Mobile™ contests,

ncere clinch

Counter-Strike 2 championship

Vincere beat G2 in the best-of-3 showdown 2-1 to claim $100,000 prize

Arab Mews S'roads-

Naltus Vincere of Ukraine

etched their name in the
esporis history books on
Sunday after overcoming
G2 to win the Esports
World Cup Connler-Strike
2 competition.

Glohal audiences and another
capacity crowd at the SEF
Arena in Bouwlevard Kivagdh City
emjpoved an exciting battle as
the two tcams faced off in an
all-European showdown — the
first in an Esports Warld Cup
rand Final,

With both registering impres-
sivie performances and climi
nating some C53 heavyweighls
en roaste o the final, the match
closed out week three of the
Esports Warld Cup.

With a $400,000 prize and vital
EWC Club Championshilp polntls
at slake, NAY]I came from behind
to win the best of three gramd
final 2-1 and clinch the CS2 title.

Hefleciing on the victory ai

the Esparts World Cup, 1M af

NAYI saick: “It feels amazing to
win — we took this tournament
seriously. We had high expecta-
tions from the siart and we Kept
the same standards throogzhout.
To win the tournament is a great
feeling — for me Individually
andd for us ax a leam — because §i
shows that the hard work we've
been putting in s paying off.

2 played some very pood
CS52 tonight. They provided a
type of test we'd not experienced

Gaimin
Gladialors
celebrate
‘Dota 2
Riyadh
Maslters’
Iriumph

Hatus Vincers of Ukraine etched thalr famae 0 the asperts histary baoks, basting G2 to win Counter-Strike 3 tithe. Soppiad

this week until the grand final,
But we came back and we're
delighied”

For NAYI, winmng ©C52
capped off a memorable week
in Rivadh. Since the 15-team $1
milllon tournament besan on
Wednesday, the Ukranian club
heal FUURIA 2-0 1o the opening
slage before overcoming Fade
Clan 2-0 and MOUZ 2-1 in the
quarterfinals and semifinals,
respeciively.

The NAVI lincup consists

Arnb Mews Fyac

Czaimin  Gladiators celebrated
a deserved “Dota 2 Rivadhb
Masters" triumph on  Suncday
night at the Esports Workd Cup
after whitewashing Team Liguid
J=0 in the final

After nearly two weeks of
“Dota 2 Rivadh Masters™ compe-
hfion af Boulevard Rivadh Citby,
Cralmin Gladiators took the llons
share of the &5 milllon togwrns-
menl prize pocd — Sarning i coo
1.5 molivon.

Team Liguid claimed $300,000
for finishing second, and Sawndi
Arabda £lde Team Faleons earned
00,000 for coming third.

Gaimin Gladiators had quali-
ed Tor the Gramd Final afier

chfeating Team Ligquad 2-0 i

BACRGROUND

Since the 15-team $1 million
tournament began on
Wednasday, the Ukranian club
beat FURIA 2-0 in the opening
stage before overcoming
Fade Clan 2-0 and MOUEZ
2=1in the quarterfinals and
somifinals, reapectively.

"8 ad
L

b

the Upper Bracket Flonal earlier
om Sunday

Team Liqukd then carned a
rematch after beating Team
Falcons 2-0 in the Lower Bracket
Final — but to no avall as e
Camacliann  club  brought  thew
A-ame when it matiered most.

Speaking at  the post-final
press conference, Quuinn, Gaimin

ofr bt (Valerd] Vakhovsilkyv,
Ukrainey; Aleksib tAleksi
Virodainen, Finlancd): jL (Justinas
Lekavicius, Lithuanial; iM (Mihai
Ivin, Romanial; and wOnderful
(Thor Zhandov, Ulkrainel

When asked about the reasons
behind  thedr form
and brilliant performances, jL
sall: “We showed a mental edge
over our opponents, We wenl
behind in matches this week
but showed resilience and came
hack every time. This s a credil

CTENSEstend

Diota 2 Riyadh
Mastors
winnors Galmin

Gladlators.
Supplad

g

Gladiators” Solo Middle plaver,
sapck: 1 thank i's mce o prove (o
pursclves that we can grind from
the botiom back up to the top
again.

“We had a tough vear with
SO issies, so just (o grind back
up to the top was mice. It's cool,
it’s satisfying.”

Coach Cv added: “We wani

1o Lhe psvehology of this team,

“Wetve also been in great form
over the last six months, Winning
here  this  wesk
wie're doing things right — both
between tourmaments and when
we're out there competing”

The Esports Waorld Cup s
running from July 3 (o Aug, 25
with 22 tournaments across 21
titles throughout its cight-week
duration. Week four begins on
Julv 23 with three tournaments
taking place daily until July 28,

shonws Lhal

o aways be the best. We try
i be the best. As long as we're
together in this roster we should
be alipned with that ddea It
oday If we don’l achbeve that bud
wie have Lo pud in the work to ey
and achieve that.”

0N, the Support player lor
Gaimin  Gladiators,  praised
the organization atl Boulevard
Rivadh City for the Esporis
Waorld Cup. “Everyvihing went
super smoathly”

The Gaimin Gladiators lineup

consisis of; Coach Cy  [Aske
Larsem, Denmark), dyrachyo
(A INECH shkredow, Hussin),

Quinn Qainn Callalan, USL Ace
iMarcus Hoelsaard, Denmark),
tOfu (Erik Engel, Germanyl, and
Selerd (Mebchiar
MNetherlancds)

Hillenkamp,

h}f_)_rﬂ‘/
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All set

Macron: France
ready to host
Olympics

President Emmanue
Macron sl on Monday
that France was ready (o
hast the Pares Olympics

A= hie visited the Athletes'
Village four davs before the
{rames begin.

“We are resdy and we will
bt resacdy throwghaoirl the
Games,” Macron said.

“We have been working
on these Games for years
raowy ] we are at the stard
of a deciive wisek which
on Friday will see the open-
g ceremmony and then the
Olympdad which will be
helcd in Paris, 100 vears since
the last one.” AFP

Cyoling

Pogacar hails
‘wolden age?
after third Tour

Tade) Pogacar hailed a

new “gEolden age” fid
cycling after securing a

third Tour de Franoe title

on Sunday to add to his 20020
andl 20021 trinmphs,

The Z-vear-old won the
Fimal day’s time-traal sath
defending champion fonas
Vingeraard coming secomd
at 1 mamute 035 secomds on
the day to seal second overall
ahead of Remeo Evencpoed,
third on the day and also
fhird overall. AFP

For 'non-compllance’
100 puis

USA Cricket
on notice

The International Cricke
Council pat USA Cricket on
notice Monday to comply
with the workd body's mem-
bership ruales, just weeks
after the country co-hosted
the T20 World Cup.

The 178 board and Cricket
Chile “hiave been formsally
putt on notice and have 12
months to rectify their cur-
rent non-compliance with
the IOC Membership Crite-
ria,’ the ICC said in a state
ment following its annual
conference in Colombo,

“medtheer Member 12 consid-
ered (o have i place a bt Tor
purpose detalled governance
and administrative structure
anid systems.” AFP




i

Haobert Do Nire pralsaed UFS Presldent Joe Blden's
decislon to step down from the presldentinl
raca, balling The Hallyweod Reporter, “|Im an act

of shreawd poltics and sslfleas patriotism, Joe
Biden is stepping askde to chear the path for

another emaocrat to becoms president.”

TheSix

Olympic stars

These female sporis stars
froan thie Arab reglon
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et T()ugaard
nabs new

safiva Al-Savegh

The Emirati cyclist made
history last year when she became
the first female cyelist, and the
secopd Fider From the country, fo
qualify for the Olympics,

Dunya Aboutaleb

lsewhkondo star Dunya
Ahoutaleb will take to the rnat
for Saudi Arabia at the women'
$9ke ovent in the Taewhondo
competition at the Clympics.

o

Ray Bassil

Lebanese trap shooter
Ray Bassil will represent her
couniry for the fowrth time
at the Olympics, having
gpualthied due to her resufi
al the 2003 Aslan Shooting
Champaonshiges.

Julyana Al-Sadeq

Asian Games gold medalist
Julvana Al-Sadeq will represeni
Jordan in the women's 67kg
Laekwondo event,

Yommna Avad

Ezvpiian boxer Yomna Avad
gecured her spod in the
H024 Dlvenpécs in September
lnst year after making a name
for herself on the country’s
national boxing {eam.

MNoor Slaoui

Moreccan-borm eventing rider
Noor Staott 15 the first-ever
representative from the MENA
region in the equestrian discipline
of eventing at tee Clymncs,

Arab Mews Dotal

Model Mona Tougaard
Is the face of Marc
Jacohs' Fall 2024
eyvewear collection
“The Sunglasses.”

The catwalk star, who has
Danish, Turkish, Somali and
Ethiopian ancestry, took to
Instagram fo annoance the
campailgmn, posting a photo
along with a simple heart emuoiji.

Last month, Berlin-hased
miagazina-turned-fazhion lbel
032 presented its menswear
spring,summer 2025 collection
at 'aris Fashion Week, where
Tougaard featured.

She simatted down the
ruanway in a form-fitung st
with a cropped blazer and a
Blue buttoned-shirt layverad
uncerneath, The look was
complemented with dark
shades amnd her hair was slicked
hack in a low bun.

she was nod the only regional
mode] on the runsway; Towganrd
wits joined by British-Moroccan
mode] Nora Attal, who wore
a sheer, reflective fishnet-like
black dress,

The collection, designed by

INTERVIEW

‘Those About to Die’ stars tallk Roman epic series

Bhyama Krishna Kumar Dubal

British Yemeni actor Moe Hashim
[“Tedd Lasso™) and leeland's
Jobhanmes Haukur Jdsnnesson
(“Successbon™ spoke (o Arab
Newws recently about plaving
gladiator frenemies in new
swords-and-=ancal series *'Those
About to Die,” streaming in the
Mickile East of Starzplay,

The acton-packed series sel
in Rommee i 79 AL, stars the
legendary Anthony Hopkins as
Emperor Viespasian, the foumder

campaign 4

Maria hoch, is titled
“Everything Counis”
atvel included ouder-
wedr, feminine suiting
and versatile denim
co-ords suitable for day
anid night wear.

Collarbess 032¢ jJackeis
[eatured tonal gothic lettenng,
while army parkas and decon-
structable cargo pants were
paired with boxy vinyl togps,

Last month, O32c also
announced on Instagram that
Tougaard had been named the
artisthe talent directar for the
coliection,

*Tougnard is an inherent
member of the 032c universe,
who has starred on our
ELEAZINE COVETS, GUl el o i:|.|.'-..
ancl auir previous FW-24 show,
[f 1= an organic progression to
IV e 'I'||1:|;:t:|1'-:! :rll::-l'q'-:']u:-.-:'l}'
1 O520's creative processes
topether with creative director
Maria Roch and fashion
director Ras Bartram™ the
Pkt peadd,

Tougaard started 2024 with
a hang. gracing the runway
for Chanel during Faris Haute
Couture Week in January.
Tougaard wore a black thigh-
high coat-stvle dress with white
buttans and a sheer white skirt
uncerneath, teamed with ware
white stockings and black
hecled sandals.

Tougaard started her
modeling career in 2007
after winning the Ellie
Model Look Denmark comipeti-
tionn at the age of 15 Since
then, she has become a
prominent figure in the
fashion industry. known for
her work with top designers
and luxury brands including
Prada, Louls Voltton, Femdd,

Chamel and Valentino,

Madiel Mons
Tougaard
has nabbad
o now fashlan
COFnlET.
Eetly Imagas

Below. The new
Marc Jacobs
sy nwaar Full
2024 e ks callad
“The Sunglasses.’

Supplsd

of the Flavian dymnasty, and is
inspired by Daniel Manmnix's
classic nonfiction book of the
SAMHE EAIME,

Hashirn, Enown for his o
resde o Food balbes Moe Farmber-
catch in it Apgale TV - series
"Ted Lasso,” plays Kwame, a lon
tracker, who has been taken to
train as a gladiator and now faces
an existence that means fighting
Por = bfe every day,

When asked whak drew him to
e serjes. Hasdhlm salck “For me,
[t wirsh Rwame — where he was

Britiash Yeamenl actor Moe
Hashim as Kwame In ‘Those
About to Die.' Supollk=d

DC FILM

Halle Berry
looks back on
‘Catwoman’

Arah Nows [ 100a

Two cheeastleos aller the film's
refease, LS actress Halle Berry
leskes back at her DO saolo outing
with "Catwoman®™ i 200, and
what went wrong,

“1 always thought the idea of
Catwoman saving women from
i face cream Telt a bhit soft”™ the
Academy Award winner tald
Enterfainment Weekly, “All
the cther superheroes save
the world; they don't just save
wonren from cracked faces.

[ always knew that was a sofl
superhero plight, but at that
tinee in my career, [ didn't have
Lhe agency 1 have today or beliel
that I could chalkenge that, so 1
went along with it.”

“Catwoman”™ made £532 million

warldwide against a 100

millon budeet, in additbon to

winmmg Hazzle Aswarls [or
Worst Picture, Worst Actress,
Worst Dipector amd Waorsl
SCTrecnptay.

"I

A ECOND SEASON
‘Gen V'lo
refurn

next year

Arab News Do

The second season of “Gen V™ -
“The Bovs” spin-off sertes from
Amiagon - s ollically i produac-
tion. Amazon MGM Studios'
boss Yernon Sanders confirmed
recently that the show's second
hatch of eplaodes are mow
DEFEng.

“We lowve 'een V. Season 2 s
turming oul to be really strong.
They ve had their hardships
obwionsty with the loss of
Chance (Perdomo) but ultimately
| think all fans of “The Bovs' are
really going to love that second
s, e sad to The YW

from and what he represents. And
1 was very excited because [ was
hke: *This is a chamcter that is nod
reslly spoken about or has been
dacumetited too much in the
Rivman !I:.|:||]||:|1-.'

“And when [ dic the reseaich on
North Africans amd the influenoe
they had in the Roman Empire, [
was like: "Oh, I definitely want to
b part of this for sure™

The stvow also marks the tebesd-
qlom diirectortal debut of hlock-
haester chirector Rodand Emmerich

=Moonball” “The Dav Afer

Tomorrow.™ " Independence Liay")

Said Johannesson: “Haoland is
a whirhwind to work with. He
swieeps vou along. He's very
intense, which is enjoyable. You
S0 1:-|".=-[|'||-|:||1 '-H"‘.Flllfl.].‘lll.ljll:l!-il
jumpon the Roland Emmersch
train. It's an express train.”

Added Hashiome * [t was also fun
getting to know him on a personal
keved, We prracticalby did a tour of
every nestawrant in Fome; we had
all tvpes of pasta and, you know,
cliering those dinners, yvou kind of
gl Lo see wihvo Roland readly es®



