an

N
ik

Che Cribune

CHANDIGARH | GURUGRAM | JALANDHAR | BATHINDA | VOL. 144 NO. 209 |18 PAGES | ¥5.00 | REGD. NO. CHD/0006/2024-2026 ESTABLISHED IN 1881 B DELHI

~
| &

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

[d/memieunecip B/ THETRIBUNECHD WWW. TRIBUNEIND [A.COM MONDAY 29 JULY 2024

IPJROFESSIONAL
UINIVERSITY

Traﬂf/bﬂﬂfnj Education Trﬁnxfbﬁﬁf!y India

PRRIS 202\

2 4 LPU STUDENTS PARTICIPATING

IN THE PARIS OLYMPICS 2024

Globally, Second Largest Contingent after
Stanford University (USA)

21%0 of the Indian Olympic Contingent is from LPU
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Manpreet Sing Saikhom Mirabai Chanu
(Hockey) MBA, (Welghtlifting) M.A.

Harmanpreet Singh
[Hockey) B.A.

Anshu Malik Loviina Enrguhai‘ﬁ
(Wrestling) M.A, (Boxing) B.A.
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Hardik Singh Jarmanpreet Singh Curjant Singh Mandeep Singh
[Hockey) B.A. [Hockey) (Hockey] MBA [Hockey) B.A.

Sukhjeet Singh
(Hockey) B.A.
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Paramjeet Bisht Kiran Pahal Vikash Singh Jaismine Lamboria
[Athletics) [Athletics) B.A. (Athletics) (Boxing) BPE

Preeti Salpawar
{Boxing) B.5c.
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Dhiraj Bornmadevara
[Archery)

Samsher Singh
[(Hockey) B.A.

Tarun Deep Roy
[Archery)

Antim Panghal
(Wrestling)

Nisha Dahiya
(Wrestling) M.A.

Arjun Singh
[Shooting) M.A.

Balraj Panwar
[(Rowing] BBA

Contact us:

01824-405528

LOVELY PROFESSIONAL UNIVERSITY (LPU)
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Jalandhar-Delhi G.T. Road, Phagwara, Punjab 2024

Think

At ‘

SCAN TO APPLY




g
-

| —

GLOBE TROT

CANMNON SALUTES: Roval Guards fire a series of cannon

salutes during the celebrations to mark Thai King Maha
Vajiralongkorn's 72nd birthday in Bangkok. REUTERS

‘Climate change causing change in rainfall’
maniLA: Climate change 15 driving changes in rainfall pat-
terns across the world, sdentists said ina paper published
on Frday, which could also be intensifving typhoons and
other tropical storms. Tanvan, the Philippines and then
China were lashed by the vears most powerful typhoon
thisweek, with schools, businesses and financial markets
shut as wind speeds surged up to 227 kph. rares

Venezuelans vote in highly charged election
CARACAS: Venezuelans waited in line at polling stations
and cast ballots on Sunday in the most consequential
election in a quarter-century of socialist party rule,
with President Nicolas Maduro confident of victory:
Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado has been
the star ofthe coalition cam paign, even after aban on
holding public office forced her to pass the torch to
candidate Edmundo Gonzalez. rReuters

SpaceX, NASA to launch Crew-9 mission
wasHiNGTOR SpaceX and NASA said they plan to launch
the space agency's Crew-9 mission to the International
Space Station no earlier than Aupust 18. The announce-
ment comes aday after the Fedeml Aviation administra-
tion cleared SpaceXs Faleon 9 mocket to return to space
following a rare mid-flight failure this month. Reuters

TEL AVTY, JULY 28

A rocket strike on Saturday
at a soccer field killed at
least 12 children and teens,
Israeli authorities said, in
the deadliest strike on an
[sraeh target along the coun-
trv' s northern border since
the fighting between Israel
and the Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah began. It
raised fears of a broader
regional war.

Israel blamed Hezbollah
for the strike m the Israehl-
controlled Golan Heiphts,
but Hezbollah rushed to
deny any role. Israeli Prime
Mimister Berngamin
Netanyvahu warned that
Hezbaollah “will pay a heavy
price for this attack, one that
it has not paid so far”,

The Israch military’s chief
gpokesman, HRear Adm
Daniel Hapari, called it the
deadliest attack on Israeli
civillans since the Hamas
attack on October 7 that
sparked the war in Gaza. He
saild 20 others were wounded.

“There 15 no doubt that
Hezbollah has erossed all the
red lines here, and the
response will reflect that,”
Israeh Foreipn DMinister
[srael Katz told Israel Chan-
nel 12, “We are nearing the
moment in which we face an
all-out war” Hezbol-

Kamala calls herselfunderdog

evil, crazylibe

WASHINGTON, TULY 28

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris cast herself as the “under-
dog"” in the presidential race
and called her Republican
opponent Donald Trump
“just plam weird,” while
Trump painted Harris as
“evil,” *sick” and “unhinped”
as the rivals exchanged barbs
from afar on Saturday:

The duelling appearances
capped a whirbvind week
that saw Hamis ascend to the
top of the Democratic ticket
after President Joe Biden, 81,
dropped his reelection bid
under mounting pressure
from his fellow Democrats, A
senes of polls mdicate that
Harris' entry erased the lead
Trump had emjoved over
Biden in a matter of days.

Harris, speaking at a pri-
vate fundmiser headlined by
singer-songwriter James Tay-
lor in Pittsfield, Massachu-
setts, sard much of the theto-
ric coming from Trump and
his running mate, US Sena-
tor JD Vance, was “just plain
weird.” Her use of the word
“welird” to describe her oppo-
nents was part of a new strat-
epy from Democrats.

The Harris campaign called
Trump “old and quite weird”
followang his appearance on
Fox News on Thursday, and
at least one supporter showed
up outside Saturday’s event
holding a sipn proclaiming
“Trump 15 weird."”

As she did during a blitz of
campaign stops this week,
Harmris, 59, again contrasted
her backgmund as a prosecu-
tor with Trump's record as a

MobileInternet
restoredin
Bangladesh

DHAKA, JULY 28
The mobile Internet connec-
tiom  was  restored in
Bangladesh on Sunday, 10
days after it was restricted by
authonties across the country
to stopthe spread of fake news
on social media amidst the
deadly nationwide wviolence
over reforms in the quota sys-
term n govemment jobs.
Minister of State for Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology Zunaid Ahmed
Palak announced that 5GB
Intemet will be given for free
to all users for three days
after the connection 1s
restored. the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper reported. — PTI

ral, says Trump

TEXT MINNESOTA TO BB0O22

TARCE

Conald Trump and Republican vice-presidential candidate
JOVance greet each other at a campaign rally in Minnesota. ap

HARRIS CAMPAIGN RAISES $200 MN IN WEEK
Washingtorn: LIS Vice-President Kamala Harris's

election campaign said on Sundayithad raised
5200 million in the week since she becamea
presidential candidate. “In the week since we
gotstarted, @ KamalaHarris has raised $200
million. 66% of that is from newdonors.
We've signed up 170,000 newvalur
teers,” her deputy campalgn manage
Rob Flaherty posted on X. reuters

ocomvicted felon and sad her
bid was about the future, while
Trump, 78, wanted to retum
the country toa “dark past.”

Hours later, Trump
unleashed a barrage of hyper-
bolic attacks at a rally in 5t
Cloud, Minnesota, asserting
that Harris would “destroy
the country” and eriticizing
her on issues ranping from
public safety to immigmtion.
“If a crary liberal like Kamala
Harris gets in, the American
dream is dead.” Trump said.
adding that Harris is “even
worse”” than Biden.

The former president's
speech made dear that his

short-lived call for unity fol-
lowing the attempt onhis life
two weeks ago had dissipat-
ed altoget her.

*“I want to be nice. They all
zay, ‘I think he's changed',”
Trump said. “No, I haven't
changed. Mavbe I've gotten
worse.” The former presi-
dent's event at an 8,000-seat
ice hockey arena complied
with the US Secret Ser-
viee's recommendation that
he avoid large outdoor
events following the assassi-
nation attempt at a Pennsyl-
vania rally Trump said he
would continue to hold out-
door rallies. — Reuters

WORLD
Rocketstrike inIsraeli-controlled Golan

X
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Mourners at the funeral of some of those killed inthe rocket strike in Golan Heights. ar

GURUGRAM

IRAN WARNS ISRAEL AGAINST ‘NEW ADVENTURE' IN LEBANON

Dubai: lranwarned lsrael on Sunday againstwhat itcalled any "new adventure” in Lebanon, ina
staternent issued by foreign ministry spokesperson Nasser Kanaanil. israell authorities blarmed lrarr
backed Lebanese group Hezbollahfor a rocket attack that hit afootball ground inthe lsraelboccu pied
Golan Helghts Klling 12 people on Saturday, and vowed to inflict a heavy response. ReuTers

US DOES NOT WANT
ESCALATION: BLINKEN

Tokyo: US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
on Sunday he does not want
to see an escalation of con-
flict on lsrael's northern bar-
der after lsrael accused
Hezbollah of Killing 12 chil-
dren and teenagers in a
rocket attack in Golan
Heights. *| emphasise
(Israel's) right to defend its
citizens and our determina-
tion to make sure that
they're able to do that,”
Blinken said.
"But we also
don'twant SESS
toseethe B
conflict -

escalate. ‘L.

Heightskills 12, Tel Avivvows response

We don't
want tosee it §

spread.” .-
REUTERS

’

lah chief spokesman
Mohammed Afif told The
Associated Press that the
group “ecategorically denies
carrving out an attack™ on
the town of Majdal Shams, It
15 unusual for Hezbollah to
deny an attack.

The office of Netanvahu.
whowas onavisit tothe Unit-
ed States, said he would cut
short his trip by severml
hours, without specifving

Putin warns US
of Cold War-style
missile crisis
MOSCOY, TULY 28

Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Sundav warned the
United States that if Wash-
ington deploved long-range
missiles in Germany then
Russia would station similar
missiles in striking distance
of the West.

The US said on July 10
that it would start deployving
[ong-range missiles in Ger-
many from 2026.

Putin warned the TS that it
risked triggering a Cold War-
stvle missile crisis with the
move, “The fight time to tar-
gets on our territory of such
missiles, which in the future
may be equipped with nuclear
warheads, will be about 10
minutes. We will take mirror
measures to deploy, taking
into account the actions of the
United States, its satellites n
Europe..” — Reuters

when hewould return. It said
he will convene the secunty
Cahinet after arriving.
Far-nght
Netanvahu's  government
called for a harsh response
against Hezbollah, But anall-
out war with amilitant group
with far supenor firepower to
Hamas would be trving for
Israel’s military after nearly
10 months of fighting in Gaza,
Footage aired on Israeli

REOTERS

members  of

Channel 12 showed a large
blast in one of the vallevs in
the Druze town of Majdal
Shams, inthe Golan Heights,
which Israel captured from
Syria in the 1967 Mid east war
and annexed in 1981, Some
Druze have Israeli atizen-
ship. Many still have sympa-
thaes for Syria and rejected
Israeli annexcation, but thedr
ties with Israeli socety have
grown over the vears.
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CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE EXPLODES, -

BECOMES LARGEST IN US

B Thousands of firefighters were battling a rapidly growing
wildfire in northem California after the blaze more than
doubled insize in a 24-hour span.

® The Park Fire had burnt morethan EEG.GDEI acres about

narth of the state capital city of Sacramento as of Saturday,
according to the California Departrment of Forestry and Fire

Protection, or Cal Fire.

The strike at the soccer
field, just before sunset, fol-
lowed earlier cross-border
vialence on Saturday, when
Hezbollah said three of its
fighters were killed, without
specifying where.

[srael’s military said its air
force targeted a Hezbollah
arms depot in the border vil-
lage of EKfar Kila, adding
that militants were inside at
the time. — AP
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Italian PM for
revivingties
with China

ROME/BH]JING, JULY 28

[talian Prime Minister Gior-
Fia Meloni vowed on Sunday
to “relaunch® coooperation
with China, signing a three-
vear action plan during her
first official visit to Beging
since taking office.

Melomn, who has led a nght-
wing government since 2022,
made the announcement
during a meeting with Chi-
nese Premier La Qilang, as
Rome seeks to impmve
trade ties with Bening after it
exited President Xi Jinping's
flagship Belt and Road nfra-
structure investment
scheme last vear

The Italian leader said her
five-day trip was a "demon-
stration of the will to begin a
new phase, to relaunch our
bilateral cooperation”. The
action plan aims to expen-
ment with new forms of
cooperation, she added in a
video shown Italy’s RAT state
television network.

The industrial cooperation
memorandum signed by
[taly and Chma ‘inchides
strategic industrial sectors
such as electric mobility and
renewables,” Meloni said lat-
er in the day

Meloni, who sees Chinese
investment as a way to spur
[taly's anaemic economic
growth, will meet Xi and
China's top legislator, Zhao
Leji, third in the leadership
hiermarchy. — Reuters

B Cooler termperatures and more humid air were expected in the

region, potentially helping efforts to slow the spread of the fire,
which was 10% contained as of Saturday evening. The fire has
destroyed 134 structures, the au_mn ﬁtiea_f.a:rd.

® The fire was the largest of dozens of active blazes across the

country that have burnt more than 2 million acres, accord-
ing to the National Interagency Fire Center. reuters

British SikkhMPwantsto 30 killed, 145 injured in clashes
boost LaboursIndiaties hetween two tribes in Pakistan

LONDNN, LY 28

Jeevun  Sandher one  of
Britain's newest members of
Parliament elected in the
Labour Party's landshlide
general election victory earli-
er this month, is determined
to restore trust in politics and
strengthen his party's con-
nection with India and its
diaspora communit ies.

The British Sikh MP was
elected from Loughborough
inthe East Midlands, “From a
personal perspective, Tam a

part of the Indian diaspora so
I se it a8 a natural connec-
tion, for the Liabour Party and
the incoming Labour govem-
ment,” he said. “It 1sa hupgely
important strategic partner-
ship for us, which i1s why (For-
eipn Secretary David) Lammy
has gone out there to stress
that it is an meredibly mpor-
tant partnership for us in the
region and globally.” he said.

Sandher was born in Luton
to parents who migrated
from Punjab. — PT1

PESHAWAR, JULY 28
At least 30 people were killed
and 145 others injured in
armed clashes between two
tribes fighting over a piece of
land 1n Pakistan's restive
tribal distriet in northwest,
officials said on Sunday:
Offidals said that heavy
clashes started five days agoin
Boshera village in Upper Eur-
ram distict, which has wit-
nessed deadly conflicts ameong
tnbes and religious groups as

well as sectarian clashes and
militant attacks in the past.
Police said the tnbal clashes
left 30 people dead and 145
others injured in the last five
davs in Khyher
Pakhtunkhwa's Kurram dis-
tnet. bordering Afphanistan.
Officials with the help of
tribal elders, military leader-
ship, police and district
administration have bm-
kered a truce between Shia
and Sunmi tribes in Boshera,

Malikhel and Dandar areas a
short while ago, police said.

However, firmg 15 still con-
tinuing in some other parts of
the district. An officdal said
efforts were being made to
reach a ceasefire in the
remalmng areas too.

Clashes bmke out between
the twn tnbes over a land dis-
pute four days ago. The clash-
es spread to other areas such
as Peewar, Tangi, Balishkhel
and Khaar Kalay, — PT1

How El Chapos son helped US arrest fabled narco chiet 'El Mayo

NEWYDRE, JULY 28
As a propeller plane on
Thursday whimred towands
the TUSMexico border to
eross  illegally, US agents
raced to meet it at a small
municipal airport near El
Paso, Texas, and amest two
men who were part of Mexi-
can drug trafficking royalty.
The szon of jailed former
Sinaloa Cartel kingpin
Joaquin *El Chapo” Guzman
planned to give himself up
upon landing. The other pas-
senger —lependary septuage-
narnan trafficker Ismael “El
Mayvo"” Zambada — did not
and was duped into gettingon
the plane by the yvounger
man, according to two current
and two former US offiaals

familiar with the situation,

FZambada's arrest followed
lengthy surrender talks
between US authorities and
El Chapo's son, Joaguin
Guzman Lopez, the sources
gsaid. But many American
officials had given up hope
on Joaquin turning himself
in, and were caught unaware
when he sent a last-minute
message that he would
arrive with a kngpin US
authonties had beenchasing
for four decades.

“El Mayo was the cherry on
top,” said one US officdal, who
declined to be identified
because he was not autho-
rised to speak publicly about
the arrests, “Itwasn't expect-
ed atall.” Guzman Lopez had

lsmael 'El Mayo' Zambada is accused of being one of the most
consequential traffickers in Mexico's history. REUTERS

convineed Zambada to board
the plane by telling him that
they were flving to see real

estate in northern Mexion,
according to the two current
and one former US officials.

The US Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and the
Homeland Security Invest-
gations (HSI), the two agen-
cies who carried out the oper-
ation, scrambled agent s from
their local E1 Paso of fices and
barely reached the airport by
the time the private plane
was landing, according to a
fifth source, a US official who
declined to give further
details on the arrests.

One worker at the Dona
Ana County International
Jetport, near El Paso, told
Reuters he saw a Beecheraft
King Air plane land on
Thursday aftemoon on the
runway. where federal agents
were already walting., “Two
mdmiduals got off the plane

... and were calmly taken into
custody” said the man.

The unexpected arrest of
El Mavo, in his late T0s, and
the way he appears to have
been betraved by Guzman
Lopez, who is about 38 yvears
old, has jolted the Mexcan
drug tmfficking world, trig-
gering fears of a bloody fis-
sure mn the Sinalba Cartel
between the two families
that control the group's
biggest power bases.

Zambada 15 accused of
being one of the most conse-
guential traffickers in Meaa-
co's history, having co-found-
ed the Sinaloa Cartel with “El
Chapo” Guzman, who was
extradited to the US in 2017
and 15 serving a life sentence

iIn 4 maximum security
prson in Colorado.

Reuters could not deter-
mine why Guzman Lopes
betraved his father's long-
time partner, though the four
cumrent and former sources
gaid it was likelv due to his
desire to obtain a more
favourable plea bargain deal
from US authonties and help
his brother, Ovidio, who was
amrested and extradited to the
United States in 2023,

Hiz lawver Frank Perez
said on Friday Zambada did
not come to the US voluntan-
Iy, On Saturday night, Perez
said Gueman Lopez had
“forcibly kidnapped” in Mex-
o and brought him tothe US
against his will. — Reuters
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Delhi coaching centre deaths
spark outrage, owner arrested

Murder, claims BJP ﬁAP hlts back | Protesting students detained

NEERA] MOHAN

THIHIEKE 5 EWS REHVICE

MANU WINS BRONZE, HEARTS

In Gita, Krishna tells Arjuna

‘you focus on your karma and
not on its outcome’. Only that was
runnlng in my head. — Manu Bhaker

E-ec omes first Indlan
woman shooter to claim an
Olympic medal by bagging

WNEW DELHI, JULY 28
A day after three IAS aspi-

the bronze in 10m air

Jaishankar, Blinken discuss
Ukraine war, regional issues

Bilateral relations pmgresalngsteadlly Says EAM

TRIBUNE NEWS bﬂmr[cﬁ

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

External Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar on Sunday held
“wide-ranping” talks withhas
American counterpart
Antony Blinken against the
backdrop of an unease in
India-US tes followng
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's recent visit to Russia.

During the meeting, the US
mentioned the importance of
realising a just and enduring
peace in Ukraine, consistent
with the UN Charter This
comes after the US called on
India to use its good offices
with Moscow to end the Rus-
sia-Ukramne conflict.

Jaishankar and Blinken are
in Tokyo to attend a meeting
of foreipn ministers of the
four-nation grouping Quad or
Quadrilateral coalition.

Us State  Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller
gaid, “Secretary  Blinken
underscored the mmportance
of realising a just and endur-
ng peace for Ukmine consis-

EAM .!atshanharat the urmsel Ilng DfMaha’m'la Gandhls bust in wa-n FTI

MAHATMA'S MESSAGE OF PEACE TIMELESS

&6 Bapu's achievements continueto inspire usto
this day and his message of peace and non-violence

is timeless. S Jaishankar, cxmy srmsuneen
tent with the UN Charter” US-India collaboration on
“Blinken and Jaishankar shared priorities”.
affrmed the commitment of The talks also came amid
the Us and India to promote  Washington consistently

a free, open amd prosperous
Indo-Pacific region,” said
Miller, adding that the two
leaders discussed “upcom-
ing opportunities to deepen

seeking accountability from
New Delhi in the case relat-
ing to the alleged foiled plot
to kill Sikh exdremist

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Taxclearance
certificate not
for all: Govt

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

After somal media outrage
over a Budget proposal mak-
ing it mandatory to pet tax
dearmnce certificates for
poing abroad, the govern-
ment on Sunday clarified that
the proposed amendment is
not for all. Only those accused
of financial 1repularities or
having substantial tax amrears
need such clearance,

ONLY MEANT FOR THOSE WITH
DUES, HIGHVALUE DEFALILTERS

The Finance Ministry, in
the Finance Bill, 2024, has
proposed to add the refer-
ence of the Black Money Act,
2015, to the hst of Acts under
which any person should
dear his habilities to obtain
the tax clearance certificate.

“The proposed amendment
does not require all the resi-
dents to obtain the tax clear-
ance certificate,” the min-
1stry said in a statermnent.

As per Section 230 of the
Income Tax Act, 1961, every
person 1§ not required to
obtain a tax clearance certifi-
cate. Only certain persons, in
respect of whom eircum-
gstances exst which make it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

‘Can't forget PMs security breach in Punjab

Anuragsays no state has been discriminated against in Union Budget

e —

k |
Hamirpur MP Anurag Thakurin
Chandigarh. MmN smmTAL

Mann-Guvties

CHANDIGARH: The  appoint
ment of a new Punjab Gover-
nor may bring some respite
from the love-hate relation-
ship between outgoing Gover-
nor Banwarilal Pumhit and
CM Bhagwant Mann. New
Governor Gulab  Chand
Eataria is expected to take
oath on July 31. Mann said he
would be molling out the red
carpet for the new Govemnor 1
gpoke to him this morning to
congratulate him on his
appointment as the Governor
af Punjab. I assured ham of my
full cooperation and I hope we
work together” he said INSIDE

":A.NDE.E.P H.A.MA
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28
Hamirpur MP  Anurag
Thakur on Sunday said the
nation would never forget
that PM Narendra Modi's
security wias compromised
by the Punjab Government
during his visittothe state in
February 2022.

He was addressing a press
conference here after a meet-

ing on the Union Budget. On
Purgab CM Bhagwant Mann's
charge of discrimination
against the state in the Budpget,
Thakur said., “No state has
been disenminated against. 1
want to tell the Punjab CM.
who often fights with the state
Govermnor, that he should not
indulge in cheap politices.”
Without any break in his
sentence, Thakur said, *Dur-
ing the visit of PM Modi, the

Punjab Government com-
promised his security. The
CM should know he 15 not
just ours {(BJP's), but the
entire country’s PM."

He clamed the BJP pgov-
emment had implemented
the Swaminathan Commis-

sion report for the welfare of

farmers, “The UPA govern-
ment had not done anything
in this regard. It is the Modi

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

rants drowned after flooding
in the basement of a coach-
mg centre 1n Delhi's Rajin-
der Nagar, leaders of both the
niling and opposition parties
mdulged m a political
slupgfest on Sunday, accusing
each other of neghpence.

The Delhi Police registered
an FIR and formed multiple
teams to probe the madent.
The ocamer and the coordina-
tor of the Rau's TAS Study
Circle have been arrested and
booked for culpable hamicide
among other charges,

Students held a pmotest in
Old Rajinder Nagar here,
demanding action against
those responsible for the
deaths and compensation for
their families. Ascuffle emupt-
ed between the students and
police, after which a few pro-
testers were detained

The madent has handed
the BJP ammunition agamst
the AAPled Delhi Govern-
ment as it gears up to raise
the 1ssue in both Houses of
Parliament on Monday in a
bid to shift the focus from
the standoff over NEET-UG

Securty personnelstand guard outside the coaching institute in New Delhion Sunday. Manas RANIAN BHUI

paper leak controversy.
BJP's New Dellmn MP
Bansuri Swaraj said. “T wall
raise the issue mn the Lok
Sabha” She urged the Del-
hi Police to file FIRs against
various state departments
and the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, blaming them

for the deaths. Terming the
deaths as “murder”, BJP's
Delhiunit president Virender
sachdeva alleged. “Local
residents had urged AAP
MLA Durpesh Pathak mul-
tiple times to get the drain
cleaned. This 15 very sad-
dening.” He demanded the

Educationin tatters, 28 Gurdaspur
schools sans teacher; basic infra

Ravi DHALTWAL
GURDASPUR, JULY 28

The standard of education in
government schools located
near the Intermational Border
(IB) has slid to abyvsmally kow
levels — a development that
is slowly leading to a com-
plete decay of the system.

Out of %0 primary schools
near the IB, 28 have no
teacher. This does not end
here. There are 35 schools
which are functioning with
just one teacher.

As far as senior secondary
and high schools are con-
cemed, a total of 40 posts of
principal and headmaster
are lying wvacant. Nobody
knows when the vacancies
will be filled.

Having a "myopic vision',
the department is offenng
temporary solutions to per
manent problems, Like
sending tutors from adjoin-
ng schools on a day-to-day
basis to fill in the gaps in
“teacher-lesg” schools,
mstead of recruiting a fresh
ot of educators,

Chemistry  teachers are

L. - C R

PICTURE OF NEGLECT: A dilapidated classroom of a border school.

being asked to take Punjabi
languape classes because
vacancies of Punjabi teach-
ers have not been filled for

the past several vears,
“The policy makers should
understand that for poverty
CONTINUED ON PAGE §

resignation of Education
Minister Atishi and suspen-
sion of local officials. He
called for Rs 1 crore com-
pensation for the families of
the deceased students.
AAP however, sought o
blamethe BJP over the moident,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

BBMB mulls mini
damsatBhakra,
Pongreservoirs

Viay MoHAN
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

The Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment DBoard (BEME) 1s
exploring the pmospect of
constructing “mini dams” on
the periphery of reservorrs at
the Bhakra and Pong dams
that will enable generation of
several thousand MW of
additional green power to
meet  the evergmwing
demand for electricity.

WILL AUGMENT GENERATION
OF GREEN POWER

“We have prepared a feasi-
bilbity report in this reganrd
and four/five viable spots at
each dam have been identi-
fied where such mini dams,
called pumped power storage
plant (PSP), can come up,” a
senior BEMB official said.
“This will be taken up with
the stakeholders. including
the Power Ministry and state
governments, to discuss the
way forward,” he said.

The PSP requires cone
structing dams and meser-
voirs at a height above the
main reservolr It could be an

CONTINUED ON PAGE §

Chandigarh college etchesitsname on Indias architectural landscape

Producesfirst repository of exquisite floonng pattems Lutyens designed for Rashtrapati Bhavan

Ateam of the Chandigarh College of Architecture with President
Droupadi Murmu atthe Rashtrapati Bhavan.

ADrTI TANDON
NEW DELHI, JULY 28
Le Corbusier's Chandigarh
this week etched its name on
India's architectural land-
seape with a team of faculty
and students from the Chandi-
garh College of Architecture
(CCA) concluding a presti
pious project captunng floor-
ing patterns British architect
Edwin Lutvens designed for
the abode of the Viceroy, now
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The two-volume work,
“Interpreting Geometries:
The Floonng Pattems of the

i
-t
- -

THOSE BEHIND THE FEAT

Faculty: Principal Sangeeta Bagga,
SaumyaSharma, Shilpa Sood, Vipen-
dra Thakurwelkversed in consenation,
materialand building techniques | Six

= - i PG students: Madhur Manan, Indranil
g: == Mita, Ashwathy Nair, Heena Lakhani,
2 25 4% KaranArora and Yogesh Makkar.
T
Rashtrapati Bhavan', 15 the decodesd] patterns acmoss the

first repository of intncate
flooring designs at  the
majestic building, and was
presented to  President
Droupadi Murmu on Friday.
While the first wvolume
examines 22 spaces and

Today's Bue ol 18 pages, inchiding fourgag & De i Triuine

ceremonial areas of the Rashe-
trapati Bhavan, a three-sto-
ried, H-shaped building; the
second covers floor patterns
acmss the bullding's intimate
spaces — family and guest
wings apart from the Presi-

dent and Cabinet secretanat.

Speaking to The Tribune
about the work, CCA prinei-
pal Sanpgeeta Bagga, who led
the project, said the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan was a much-
written about national her-
itage, but there was no work
about its flooring,

The CCA had bagged the
project among 470 m stitutions
and the work was formally
commissioned after Bagga's
reconnaissance survey of the
site in September 2021,

The first volume describes
the design philosophy and
inception of the Rashtrapati

Bhavan m Raisina Hill, its
unique floormg and features
multiple architectural floor
pattern drawings apart from
interpretation  sketches to
understand the designs.
*“The second volume under-
takes a comprehensve analy-
z15 of the intneate geometrical
floormg pattems that adom
the 340 rooms of Hashtrapati
Bhavan. It Interprets design
prancples, materials and ther
functional moles in the build-
ing's layout, explores the
mathematical matios and rela-
tionships within floor patterns
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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BJP’s OBCleadersraise bogey
of Cong ‘role’in Jat quota stir

PRADEEP SHARMA

THIHUEAE 5005 GEHVECH

CHANDIGARH, JULY 28
Senior Other Backoward Class-
es (OBC) leaders of the BJP

today again mised the bogey of

2016 Jat quota agitation and
Congress' role in it, a develop-

ment which is seen as part of

the Jats versus non-Jats narm-
thve of the saffron party in the
run-up to the October Assem-
bly elections.

The OBC leaders — Rajva
Sabha member Ram Chan-
der Jangra, Deputy Speaker
of Harvana Assembly Ranbir
singh  Ganpwa, Harvana
OBC cell chief Kamn Dev
Eamboj and Mavor of Yamu-
nanagar Municipal Corpora-
tion Madan Chauhan — took
potshots at the Congress for
its alleped role in triggering
the Jat quota riots that led to
large-scale damage tothe life
and property, including van-
dalisation of the house of for-
mer Fnance Mimster Capt
Abhimanyu in Rohtak.

They also went to the extent
of playing the purported audio
of Virender Singh. a confidant
of former Chief Mimster
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, to

underscore the alleged mle of

the Congress in trig gering vio-

i
p.a.-'ﬁu;r.

BiF's Rajya Sabha member Ham Chander langra {End from rlgh’r,-
addresses mediapersons in Chandigarh on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

NEED TO REMIND BHUPINDER HOODA
VOTERS OF MATTER OWES EXPLANATION

When asked why the BIP o -

was raking up the Jat quota EﬂThEEﬂI‘IEFESSi‘BS

rots after eight years and launched Haryana Mange

before the Assembly elec Hisaab' campaign todivert

tions, Rajya Sabha member attention fromits own

Ram Chander Jangra said : :

‘certain things' needed to shoricomings. It s Hooda

be reminded to the elec who owes an explanation

torate atthe righttime."We  for acts of omission and

will forget Lord Rama if we R

do not stage Ramlila every commission inhs rule.

}'EET'," heqmpped wwammm
lence dunng the Jat quota agi- over eight wvears, Jangra
tation. “The Congress tned to asserted that ‘certain things’
vitiate the stmosphere of com-  needed to be reminded tothe

munal hammony in the state
through its questionable mle
in the riots,” Jangra alleged.
When speafically asked as
to why the BJP was raking up
the Jat quota agitation after

electorate at the right time.

“We will forget Lord Rama if

we do not stage Rambila every
year,” he quipped.

He, howewver, refuted allega-
tions that the BJP wanted to

BJP setto make a hat-trick by
retummg to power: Badoli

TRI.EIJNE.N EWS BEmm:E

PAIWAL FARIDABAD, JULY 28
state BIP chief Mohan Lal
Badoli has expressed confi-
dence thathis party will retumn
to power for the third time in
the state.

Speaking at the party's fune-
tions held at Pabwal and Fand-
abad during his first wvisit to
these districts on Sunday after
his appointment as the state
unit president. Badoli said the
party was unlikely to face any
major obstacle or hindrance in
the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions and would retum to pow-
er for the thid consecutive
time. Hesaid the party secured
lead in as many as 46 Assem-
bly sepments aganst 42 seg-
ments of the Congress party in
the recently concluded Lok
Sabha elections.

He said the party enjoved
the support of the majority
of the voters in the state and
this would ensure a clear
mandate or victory of the
party for the third time. He
said the BJP rule in the state
for the past about 10 vears
had been full of achieve-
ments as the government

had addressed the issues of

all segments of the society in
a fair manner.

Deseribing the oriticism of

the opposiion  parties

State BIP chief Mohan Lal Badoli at an event in Faridabad.

regarding the i1ssue of 1ignor-
ing the interests of Harvana
in the Union Budpet this
vear, the BJP lead er said this
was an attempt to mislead
the people as any projects
regarding the roads, rail and
industry in the neighboring
states would also benefit the
residents of Harvana.
Regarding the recent ED
raids against some of the lead-
ers of the Congress party, he
said the wrongdoers would be
subject to inquines and probe
and there was nothing wrong
in it. He saxd many more such
leaders may face action if all
the imepularities committed

in the past get unearthed.

Interacting with party lead-
ers and workers earlier,
Badoli asked them to work
hard to ensure the return of
the BJP to power. He said the
foruswould be on booth man-
agement. Regarding  the
selection process of the candi-
dates for the upcoming elec-
tions, Badoh said all aspirants
were well aware that the
names of the candidates
would be finalized by the par-
ty padiamentary board. He
gaid the party's manifesto
would be prepared after tak-
ng su grestions from the pub-
he and the party workers.

In ‘Mann Ki Baat, PM mentions
handloom industry of Rohtak

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 28
Under
Harvana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, the
Haryvana Government has tak-
en several significant steps for
women development and
empowerment. Initiatives for
gender equality, 50 per cent
reservation in Panchayati Raj
mstitutions, uplift through
selEhelp groups, and steps to
improve the sex ratio have
rnarked significant progressin
women's empowerment.
Many women are actively
contributing by joining self
help groups. They made sig-
nificant contributions in the
handloom industry, sewing,
embmidery, and other handi-
crafts. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi acknowiedged this
fact on his popular radio pro-
gramme ‘Mann Ki Baat.” Dur-
mg the programme, he men-
tioned the handloom industry

the leadership of

PRAISES WOMEN
SELF-HELP GROUP

B PM Narendra Mod i said owver
250 wormen associated with
the ‘Unnati Self Help Group'
were now trained in block
prnting anddyeing

B The PM emphasised these
wamen had created a new
identity with their confidence
and hard work, and their
efforts had proven thatif
worme nwaorked unitedly, they
could evercome army chak
lenge and become selfrellant

in Rohtak distnet of Harvana
and particularly praised the

women of the Unnati Self

Help Group,” which had taken
steps towards economic self
reliance through ther hard
work and dedication.

Modi said over 250 women
associated with the ‘Unnati
=elf Help Group’ were now
trained in block printing and
dveing. This training has not

only enhanced their skills
but has also empowered
them economically These
women are supporting their
families by creating mapc
with colours on fabries and

have become a source of

inspiration in society.

The Prime  Minister
emphasised how  these
women had created a new
identity with their confi
dence and hard work and
their efforts have proven that
1ifwomenwork unitedly, they
can overcome any challenge
and become selfreliant.

The Prime Minister said
the efforts of the ‘Unnati
Self Help Group' were not
only promoting the hand-
loom industry but also mak-
1ng a positive contributionto
the local economy He
encouraged women from
other distriets across the
country to join  similar
groups and bring about
changes in their lives.

go to the Assembly polls an
the non-Jat plank, damming
that the party was working in
the spirtt of ‘sab ka saath, sab
ka wvikas' by taking 36
biradaries {communities) on
the road to development.

The Congress has launched
“Harvana Maange Hisaab”
campaign against the BJP
government to divert the
attention of the people from
its own shotcomings, assert-
ed Ganpwa. “It is Hooda who
owed an explanation to the
people of Harvana for var-
ous acts of omission and
commission durmg his 10-
year regime. We will go the
vaters on the basis of our 10
vears' development in the
state,” he said.

Sayving that the BIP govern-
ment provided compensation
worth erores of rupees to vie-
tims of the Jat quota agita-
tion, Kamba alleged that
regionalism, casteism and
poondaism ruled the roost
during Hooda'sregime. “The
BJP government, first under
Manohar Lal Ehattar and
now under Nayvab Singh Sai-
ni, instilled trmnsparency in
administration besides doing
equitable development across
the state,” Kamboj claimed.

Che CTribune
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BJP govt biased against Dalits: Hooda

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, JULY 28

sStepping up attack on the BJP
government, fommer Chief
Minister and Leader of Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh Hooda
has said the BIP has been con-
tmuoushy curbing the reserva-
tionand nghts of the Dalits and
Backwand Classes ever since it
has come to power in the state.

Addressing Guru  Daksha
Prajapati Maharj Javanti in
Azad Nagar locabity, whach 1s
part of Nahva Assembly seg-
ment, Hooda alleged that the
BJIP was suffering from anti-
SC and OBC mentality:

“This 18 the reason why BJP
15 eliminating permanent gov-
ernment jobs thmough privati-
sation and skall comporation.
Along with this, the education
gystem 15 being handed overto
private hands by dosing gov-
emment schools. Reservation
of SC-0BC will automatically
end. if povernment jobs and
government educational insti-
tutions are abolished.” he sad.

Hooda said the Congress and
backwand socety complement
each othet “The Congress is
out of power only when the
Badkoward Classes move mway
from the Conpress. When the
Congress 15 out of power, the
backward society has to bear
the biggest loss becauseall oth-
er parties attack the nghts of
the Badoward Classes,” he said.

faim

Ex-CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda in Hisar on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

PROMISES PLOTS, HOUSES FOR POOR

Former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda promised

100 sq yd plots and tworoo m houses for the poar, SCs and OBCs,
free treatmentscherme up to 25 lakh, pension of 6,000 tothe
elderdy and old pensionscheme benefits to e mployeess,

“The BJP also tarpeted this
segment when it came to pow-
er a3 the creamy layer celling
was reduced from Rs 8 lakh to
Rs 6 lakh toend the reservation
of the Backward Class. Along
with this, apricultural and
salary moeome was also added
to it. Whereas the Congress
povernment had separated
from creany laver, so that the
soctety could get the full bene-

fit of reservation,” he said
The former CM said the BJP
mereased the creamy laver cedl-
g back to Bs 8 lakh to pget
votes in the elections. “Why has
the BJP not apologised till now
for the anti-Badoward Class
decision? Due o this decsion
ofthe government, thousands
of children from the Baclowand
Classes were deprived of
almission o MBES., engineer-
g and other courses and thou-

sands of youth could not pet
government jobs in the past 7
yvears, Whowill compensate for
their loss?" he questioned.

“Not only this, this povern-
ment has completely abolished
the reservation of the SC-0OBC
by mplementing  Kaushal
Rorgar Nigam. There isneither
reservation, nor ment or trans-
parency in thiscontract system
ofthe BJP Underthis policy, all
future recruitment will be done
thmugh the Kaushal Nigam
and indirectly reservation will
be abolished automatically
That is why 2 lakh permanent
jobs are ving vacant in the
state and a backlog of thou-
sands of OBC posts has been
created. but the BJP does not
want to fill it,"” he stated.

Hooda announced that after
the formation of Congress gov-
ernment, this backlog will be
dleared and permanent recruit-
ment will be made on the
vacant 2 lakh posts by pring
the benefit of reservation. “All
Jobswill be prven on the basisof
merit by eliminating paper
leak and recruttment mafia.
The creamy layver limit wall be
mereased from Es 8 to Bs 10
lakh,” he promised.

Hooda also promised 100 sq
yd plots and two-room houses
for the poor, 5Cs and OBCs,
freetreatment scheme uptoRs
25 lakh, pension of Rs 6.000 to
the eldedy and old pension
seheme benefits to employees,

Stay united to overthrow safiron party: Seljatoworkers

DeErPENDER DESWAL

THIHINE NEWS SENVECE

HISAR, JULY 28
Apparently seeking credit for
the victory of three out of fhve
Lok Sabha seats bagred by
the Congress in Harvana, Sir-
ga MP and former Union Min-
ister Kumari Selja today
thanked the people for ensur-
mg win of Hisar MP Jai
Prakash besides the party's
win in Sirsa ard Ambala par-
hamentary constituencies.
Addressing  the workers'
meeting in Barwala Assembly
constituency in Hisar distnct
on the second day of her Con-
press Sandesh Yatra today,
Selja said, “We won five seats
in Harvana out of 10 seats. Of
these five seats won by the
Conpgress, [ amthankful to yvou
that vou helped win Jai
Prakash firom Hisar besides
sirsa and Ambala,” she said.
Selja’s statement 15 signifi-
cant as by thanking people for
victory in these three Lok Sab-

Promises legal guarantee on MSP, employment for youth

Sirsa MP Ku manSeha ata ﬁnngrﬁss wnrhers meeting in Barwala town of Hisar on Su nday. TRIEUNE PHOTO

ha constituencies, she was
mdirectly stalang daim forthe
victory for herself, While she is
a resident of Hisar, she wasa
candidate from Sirsa
(reserved), she also went to
campaign for the Congress
candidate Varun Mulana i
Ambala(reserved).

Hrwever, Selja gave a call to
the Congress workers to stay
united to overthrow the BIP
“Time for change has come.
The people of the state have
suffered a lot under the mis-
rule ofthe BJP for the past 10
vears,” she said.

The former Union minister

My father first raised issue ot
Ahir reglment in Par], Indel]lt

R.WINDER ":.um

ROHTAK, JULY 28

Union Mimster Rao Indergit
Singh has said youth would
have to come forward to
keep the principles alive in
politics. The political torch
would have to be handed
over to voung leaders.

Rao stated this while
addressing public meetings
in Kosli and Jatusana towns
in Rewan district on Sunday.
He pointed out that his fam-
ily had been in politics for
nearly a century and the peo-
ple's love for the family was
gtill intact. The minister also
appealed to the leaders sit-
ting on the dais to end mutu-
al disputes and unite for the
betterment of the region.

“My father had raised this
issue in Parliament for the
Ahir Repiment when he was
in powet [ too had supported
the community’'s demand
by going to the dharna in
Delhi despite being a part of
the government. Manvother
people from the community
have been Defence Minister
but they did not raise the
volce for the Ahir Rep-
ment,” the minister claimed.

Rao maintained that when
he was the Minister of State
for Detence, the leaders used
to talk about shifting the
sainik School to some other
place from Rewari, but he
gotthe Sainik School built in
Rewari itself. Kosliplayed an

e

Union Minister Rao Inderjitata public meeting in Rewari

important mole in construct-
ng the Sainik School as the
maximum number of sol-
diers in the region was from
here, he added.

speaking on the ongoing dis-
pute between Kosli and Bhaldh
villages, Rao sad both the vil-
lages should maintain brother-
hood. “Lam ready to mediate o
resolve the issue between the
two villages, This 1ssue should
be resolved by forming a com-
mitteeof the village and nearby
villages,” he suggested.

Rao said his family had
abways suffered political loss-
es for mising the voice of the
public. “His father Rao Biren-
dra Singh was removed from
the Cabinet when he raised
the voice of this region and
Hindi-speaking people
against the then Kairo Singh
government.” he informed.

Rao pointed out that former
MLA Vikram B&8Singh was
made a minister in the state
government and faced the
allegations of corruption, but
to date, no investigation had
been done in this regard.
“Whoever stays with Indrajit
15 declared corrupt,” claimed
Rao, adding that he would
become a lawyer of this area
and raise its demands in front
of the state government.

Aarti Rao, daughter of Rao
Inderjit, said she had been get-
ting the love of the people of
Ensh since childdhood. “When
her father started politics, the
people of this area were the
first to grv e their blessings.
People here have shown ther
political stren gth to the parties,
In the coming days ton, we
have to take political decisions
with unity,” she added.

sawl the state has become
number one o unemploy-
ment. “When yvouth asked for
jobs, they were beaten with
gticks. When farmers and
sarpanches made  some
demands before the BIP gov-
emment, they weme cane-
charged. This has been going

on for 10 vears. Farmers are
ghill sitting on the roads, but
not a word has been said for
them by the BIP" she alleged.

She took a dig at Chief Min-
1ster Nayab Singh Saind forthe
fiazco in Fatehabad when he
named six works approved by
the previous Con gres s povern-
ment, stating that nothing has
been done i the name of
development, and the BJP
leaders are counting the workes
done by Congress.

Selja said the BJP has
worked to divide society by
plaving caste politics. “We
want evervone o walk topeth-
er and the one who 15 left
behind should be heard first so
that Haryvana can progress,”
she sawd adding that the BJP
chanpged the CM, but this will
not change anyvthing because
the BJP's policdies are anti-
people. She also promised
legal puarantee for the MSE
hike 1n the wages of labourers
and more jobs for the vouth,

AICC national secy
Ashish Duainrace

for Gurugram ticket

SUMEDHA SHARMA
THIRENENEWSSENVICE
GURLUGIRAM, UL 28

Ashish Dua, presently the
national secretary of the All-
Indian Congress Cormmmittee
{AICC) and incharge Maha-
rashatra, 15 in the race for the
party's candidature from
Gurugram. With Raj Babbar
having left a mark in Punjali
population and urban pock-
ets in Gurugram, the party
plans to bank on tned and
tested mantra; and with Dua
fitting the bill, he is being
considered as the frontrun-
ner for the post.

Dua, 57, a Gurugram resi-
dent and mech anical engineer,
15 beheved to be dose to Gand-
his and has been voeal about
the civie cnses in Gun gram.
He is more active in national
politics. He was a contender
for the ticket in 2019 also, but
Sukhbeer Kataria was given
the chance. Katara lost by a
huge margin to BJP's Sudhir
singla. Sourcesclaim that fac-
ing a dearth of strong party
leader m aty since 2014, the
Congress is looking for a fresh
face that not just fits the com-
munity equations, but man-
ages to chek with the uban
population that has been a
decisive factor in the Lok Sab-
ha lections.

“Gurugram isbigissue for us,
After Dharambir Gabawe have

Considered close to
Gandhis, is party
observerin 15 states

not had a strong mass leader
from the city. Even in the Lok
Sabha, we had to get Raj Bab-
bar who managed o ratle the
BJP with minimal ime for the
campaign. The Punjabi com-
nunity and urban volers of
condominiums and sectors
strugpling with davie woes
emerFed our supporters. We
need to now bank on this
stronghold. The party will con-
duct on ground research and
then decde the candidate”
said a servor leader of AICC,
Dhaa is believed to be close to
Besides being the incharge
from Maharashtra he is a party
chserver for 10 states. Speaking
0 The Trbune, he sad
“T have filed my application and
the rest1s party’s decision.”
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‘CLASSIFIEDS'

SITUATION VACANT

MRl Sabha Punjab [Divisiowal
Commiszioner  Office  Complex,
Jalamdhar D1EL-3057373  Walk-in-
interview a walk in intervicw will he
held om 3lat July 2024 at 11 am
onward for the post of Estate Officer
for full time. Qualification- Gradwaie
in Civil Engineering with knowled ge
of maintenance of building and other
asscrisproperty. Minimum  owork
experience of 2 years, Salary- Mo bar
for deserving candidstes. Candidates
ame advized 1o bring their resume and
relevant documents. {CL24039693)
Flathed Trucking Company, Canada,
hiring staft for [ndia office- Experienced
Flathed Dispatclers, Agcountant, Safety
Manager, Co-ondinaior. Looking  for
expericnoed, relinhble mnd responsible
person.  (ffice setup  in Pumnjahb.
Competitive salary, Semd us resumse
Email:  safetytnoosaved@email oom
(CL240386594)

Principal required for Shemrock
Wordd, well established, CBSE
Afliliated School, Ropar. The
aspirant  must  be  highly
mativated, dvnamic, an inspired
individual with deter mination,
Vishon, Passion Tor excellence.
Postgraduate having experience
of at least 10 vears Teaching and
5 Years Principal. Proficient
in  Rules/ Regulations of
CBSE Education Department.
Competent to Lead, motivate
highly dedicated faculty. Able
extract  Co-operation  from
Parents and inspire their
wards. Female Candidate age
around 45 wvears  preferred
Excellent ar ganizational,
Communicational,
Administrative/ Leadership
qualitics are a prereguisite to the
position. No Salary constraint for
deserving candidate. Applv with
bio-data, recent Photograph:
roparworldio shemrockschooleo
m (CL24039488)

A renow ned CBSE
School in Sangat  Kalan,
Bathinda is hiring qualified.
expericnced candidates  for
Director, Principal and
Academic Coordinator
positions. Minimum 5 vears
expericnce  required.  Local
candidates from Bathinda
District preferred. Send resume

Lo ciishig vahoo.com or contact:
+91-96542-47656. (CL24039588)

A Chartered Accountant flrm over
35 years in execllence of serviee with
Head Office in Chandigarh reguires
{&) Chanered Accountant | MNos (B)
CA {inter) 3 Mos (C) Retired Bank
Manager | Mos (D) Fresh Commerce
Graduates 10 Nes.  [nterested
applicants Ly hiroowse A
wwwakeolffioo com 1o know abow us
and apply with brief profile  a
anili@akeoffice.com or
akcofficef@yahoo.com
[CL24039657)

Gold Coast Hotel Moga requires
Mssistant Managers, T5054 0005,
gecmogai@omail com [ CL24039710)

ADMISSION GUIDANCE

Foradmission guidance in MBES in
Mepal. Contact Dir. Dieepak Walia and
D Lilly Walia. 19-A, Tagore Magar,
Lwafhiamna, 991 55-1 07023, ®ET61-94923
[CL24038431)

PROPERTY FOR SALE

For Sale at
sadhupull {Solan}
Duplex 03 Bed rooms,
Drawing dining, living
roeom 1, Flat -2 Hed

room cach 02 and

adjoining 02 acre land

9418056242
Contact
Eaniach 98142 EEEE{]

PUBLIC NOTICES

L, Fardeep Kumar 50 Sh. Veerchand
Gocl ro #66, Sector B, Panchkula-
134104 {Harvana) have changed my
name o0 Pardeep Kumar Goel
[{CL24038588)

L. Sanskar Sharma Si Anll Kumar
Fuio H. Mo 320011, %P0, Purana Bazar,
Tch. Sunder Magar, Distt. Mandi H.P.
declare that [ have changed my name
from Sanskar to Sanskar Sharma
Affi Mo IN-HP2062 1 50822 T06 9,
[CL240396865)

L. Murari Lal Ramavat sfoc Ram
Chand r'o Street Mo, 2, Sunder Wagri,
Abohar have changed my name to
Murari Lal Sharma. ({CL24039711)

I. Swadesh Ramavat w/o Murar Lal
Sharma 1o Strect No. 2, Sunder Magri,
Abohar have changed my name to
Swdesh Shamua, (CL24038712)

COURT NOTICE

(U/O 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Cowrt of
hs. Krishnanuja Mittal
Additional Cral Judge
{ Sentor Division),
Fatehgarh Sahib.
Igbal Singh
Vs,
Ciurjotmderpit Smgh
CNR No.:
PBFGO2-001395-2022
Next Date: 23.08.2024
Pubhcation ssued to:
Gurpotinderjit Singh
- Igbal Singh, Vill. Bhaini
Kalan, Teh. and Distt. FGS.
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant{s)/
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 23.08.2024 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to:
https:/highcourtchd. gov.in/?
trs=district nohced distnct=
fatehgarhsalib
Dated, this day of 23.07.2024.
sd'-
Additional Civil Judge
{ Senior Drvision),
Fatehgarh Sahib.
CL24039545

. .

COURT NOTICES

{Uin & Rule 2 CPC)

[n the Court of Sh. Arun Gupta
District and Sessions Judge,
Fatchgarh Sahib
Bl inad or K anr
Ve rsus
Surijit Kaur
CWE Moo PERGE] N 524-202 3
Mioxt Diate: (400 2024

Appeal against the Jud pement Dated
23002023 passad by the Court of Ms.
Ekta Sodha, PCS, lkearned Civil Judme
{Jumior Division), Khamanon

Publication issucd to:

I. Surjit Kawr daughter of Baj Karan
alleged wife of Kaka Singh resident of
Village Jakhlan, Tehsil Dhuri, District
Sangrur, 2. Surinder Kaur alleged
daughter of Kaka Singh, residemt of
Village Jakhlan, Tehsil Dhur, Disiric
Samgrur, 3. Karnail Kauwr wife of
Bakicw Singh daughtcr of Arjan Singh
resident of Yillage Kotla {Bharn,
Tehsil Sanrala, District Ludhiana now
deccased throurh her LRs: &) Suninder
Eoaur {daughter) wife of Balraj Singh,
resident of Village Majra, Tehsil
Khanma, District Ludhiana. Bb)
Kuldcep Kaur {daughier) wife of
Gurinder Singh, resident of Village
Kotla Bhar, Tehsil Samrala, Disirict
Ludhizna, ¢) Baldey Singh {hushand)
resident of Yillage Kaotla Bharn, Tehsil
Samrala, District Lwdhiana.

[In  abowe titled ecase, the
abg fenadan ] 2 Vrespondent(s) could nod
e served It iz ordered  that
defendant{s)’ respondent{s) should
appcar in porsen or throwegh counsel on
. 00 2024 at 10000 a.m.

For details logon to
hitps:higheourtchd. oo inMrs=
disirict notice&districi=fatchgarhsahib
Dated, this day of 200072024,

Sd'- District and Scsssions Judge,
CL240 395448 Fakhgarh Sahib

Far Circulation and Advertisement
booking and olher relaled gueries
please call at following mumbers
from Monday 1o Salurday
belween 10.00 am. and 500 p.m.

Circulation:
017 2-26 10319, 2670250, 2670442
E-mail at
circulationg iribune mal com

Advertis erme nt:
Classfied: 0172-26T0257, 2670338
E-mail at
classfiad@inbunemal. com

Display: 0172-2670256, 2670342
E-mail at advi@bbunemad.com

(U0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Manpreet Sohi, PCS,
Civil Judge { Junior Division),
Jagraon
State Bank of India
Versus
Maninder Singh
CNR No.
PELDBO-000214-2024
Next Date: 10,09 2024

Suit for recovery Rs
3.65,264/~
Publication 1ssued to:

1. Manmder Singh 5/o Hardev
Singh S/o Sher Singh, 2.
Pargat Smgh 5/o Hardev Smgh
S/o Sher Singh, both resident
of HNo. 324 Village Rauwal,
Tehsil  Jagraom, District
Ludhiana.

In above titled case. the
defendant{s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)’
respondent(s) should appear in
person or through counsel on
10,09 2024 at 10:00 am.

For details logon to
https:/highcourtchd gov.in'?
trs=district noticed&district=

ludhiana

Dated, this

12.07.2024.
s5d/~ Manpreet Sohi, PCS,
Civil Judge (Jr. Division),
CL24039550 Jagraon.
(U 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Prtpal Singh
Additional Pnncipal Judge
Family Court,
Crurdaspur
Poonam Mehra
Versus
General Public
CNR No.
PBGDOI-001311-2024
MNext Date: 22.08.2024
GW/iE2024
1ssued to:

day  of

Publication
Creneral Pubhc
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)y
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 22.08.2024 at 10200 a.m.
For details logon to
https:/mghcourtchd. govan/?
trs=district_notice& distnict=
gurdaspur
Dated, this
23.07.2024.
Sd/- (Pritpal Singh)
Additional Pnincipal Judge
Family Court,
CL24039553 Crurdaspur.

DISCLAIMER

“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility
for the contents
of the advertisements
{Display/ Classified)
carried in this

day of

newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are

requested to verify the
contents on their
own before acting
there upon.”

Portal fornew
beneficiariesto

apply forplots

KURUKSHETRA, JULY 28
Harvana Chief Mmister
Nayvab Singh Saimi today
gsald the government wall
soon launch a portal to help
the new eligible beneficiar-
1e5 apply for plots.

He was addressing a gath-
ering on the occasion of
Abhinandan Samaroh organ-
ised by Valmiki Sabha and
Maharisha Valmiki Ashram
Society in Kurukshetra.

The Chief Mimister said,
“The government will give
plots to all ehgible beneficiar-
s for which a portal wall soon
be launched. The beneficiar-
s will just have to apply on
the portal and all of them will
pet the plots.” Saini highlight-
ed the development works
carried out in Kurukshetm
over the past 10 years, — TNS

HARYANA
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Death of youth in Russia: Surjewala
slams Centre, BJP govt for inaction

PARVEEN ARORA
KARNAL, JULY 28
The family members of
Rawi. a vouth of Mator vil-
lage in Kaithal, who was
allegedly killed on the
Russian warfront, along
with families of five others
from the same village who
are missing, met Rajyva Sab-
ha MP Randeep Surjewala
today. Surjewala lambasted
the Union and the state pov-
ernments for their inaction.
He accused the government
for not taking the issue seri-
ously despite it being raised
on April 7.

He allepged that the BJP
government has failed to
bring back Harvana yvouth

DECEASED WENT TO RUSSIA ON JAN 13
- ‘ MAay, brother of Rawv, said his brother

along with five other youths of the village

werl to Russia on January 13 this year for

| ajob. He said they were in touch with him

— forsome days, but he was latersent on

x| thefrontline. They had no communication
e, with him after March 12,

FAMILY ASEED TO PROVIDE FATHER'S DNA

Theembassy of India in Moscow, which has confirmed
the death of Ravi in Russia, in reply to Ravi's brother
Ajay's mail, has asked them to provide the DNA of his
father, as their mother had passed away in 2018, The
embassy has assured tosend the mortal remainsto
India after the confirmation of DNA test,

stuck in Russia to India.
“We had written to External
Affairs Minister S Jais-

Manu's family ecstatic at
her shot to Olymplc fame

I 3

.+.:i. '

Family members of Manu Bhaker celebrate at Goriva village in Jhajjar on Sunday. susim THARAN

H..'-WINDER Eum.r[

THATAR, JULY 28

The moment shooter Manu
Bhaker entered the top three
in the 10-metre air pistol event
in Paris Olympics today, her
frandmother, uncle, aunt and
other family members. who
were watching the proceed-
ings lve, at the ancestral
house in Gormva village of the
district broke into thundems
applause,

The family was so confident
about Manu winning a medal
that thev had almeady made
the armngement for laddoos
in advance. Manu's parents,
who currently reside in Fand-
abad, visit thevillage repulady
due to her practice.

When The Tribune team vis-
ited her house in Gorva vil-
lage today, her family mem-
bers were plued to the TV
They would cheer the shooter
by clapping as soon as she hit
a good shot.

"Manu could not win a
medal in the Tokyo Olympics
as her pistol malfunctiomned.
She would have definitely
made thecountry proudin the
last games, had it not been for
her pistol.” saud an elated Bal-
jeet Singh, Mamu's uncle,

Mahendra &Singh PBhaker
another unde of the shooter,
said: “Manu 15 a polden girl. We
are hopefil that she will prove
this by clinching gold in her
neat two events, However, win-
ning a bronze in the Obmpics
15 also a great achievement.”

Manu's grandmother Dava
Kaur said she was glad by the
medal-winning perfformance

HER STRUGGLE FOR LICENCE 7 YEARS AGO

Olyrmipie Bronze medalistManu Bhaker had to struggle for over
two monthsto geta licenceforher pistol from Jhafjar district
administration over seven years ago. AL that time, she had to go

abroad to participate in an international shoating championship.
Manu's father Ram Kishan Bhakeralso tweeted the CMO and

the then Sports Minister. The case wasalso highlighted bythe
rmedia. After more than two months, finally their efforts bore fruit
and theyoung shooter succeeded in getting the licence,

¥4,500 HER FIRST
CASH AWARD

Manu got $4,500 as her first
cash award farwinning gold

in the shooting championship
held in Mahendragarh in
2016, She won the medal just
after 15 days of practice. Her
mather Sumedha Bhaker, a
housewife, said Manu kept
this cash award safely for a
longtime. Manus' father Ram
Kishan Bhaker is a marine
engineer, his brother is pursu-
ing LLB. To assist Manu, her
mather had to leave the job
of schoal principal.

MANU STARTED
SHOOTING IN 2016

Manu started pistol shoot-
ing inApril 2016 at her Uni-
versal SeniorSecondary
School in herGoriya wil-
lage, where a manual
shooting range has been
established. In her first
national games in 2016,
she won a gold inthe team
event, but she created a
record by elinching 15
medals, including 11 gold,
inthe national garmes held
inKeralain 2017. The

rest is history.

of her granddaughter I am
elated to watch Manu at the
podium. sShe has filfilled not
only hers, but also evervone's
dream in the fanily. I wall gft
her my pgold ornaments as
soon as she retums from
Paris,” she added.

Meanwhile, Ram Kishan
Bhaker, proud father of Manu,
reacted “This is just the bepin-
ning. Manu has two more
events in the coming days and
Ihope that shewill perform bnl-
hantly in both the events and
win medals forthe country”

He added that Manu's sue-
cess was the result of the love
and blessings of the country-

men as well as the support
extended by the shooting fed-
eration and others.

“A large number of vouth
from Harvana practise shooting
at various places. Manu's
achrevement will not only boost
their morake, but also mise the
populanty of the game in the
state, Besides shooting, Manu
has also plaved kamate, skating
and beedng in her childhood.
She alsowonmedal sat the state
and national level in all these
games. Since shooting is amore
transparent game than others,
perhaps that 15 why Manu has
been ploying this game for a
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|Enfercement) Rules, 2002

Mokcs s hemby given fo Tie publicin genard and o e bomowes quaraniorsimarigagars in paricular, fiat fie under menfoned
property mortgaged %o Mottal Oswal Homs Finance Limided (Barler Known as Asgre Home Finance Corporatbon Brnsted | owdll be
said an “As s whene 5%, <Asis wihat is™, and “Whatever there s, by way of “anline e-asction™ or recovery of dues and urhe
Inferest, chames and cosis aic. as detalled befow in ferms of the provisions of SARFAES] At read with Rules 8 & 9 of Secwrity

Interest (Enforcement] Rules, 2002) hrough wabsite motilalo swalh eom™as par e details given balow -

Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited
CIMN Musmber |- UG5 02 BAHA1IPLC24AT4 1 Corparate Office @ Motlal Ozwal Tower, Rakimilah
L. A Sayani Foad, Oppasiie 5T Depot, Prabhadest, Mumnba-800025 . Email @ hiquerpiimotBicaswal com
Branth Eﬂ'ﬂm Oifice Mo.151, 181 Floor, Om Shulsham Tower, Mear Medam Chowk, Fardabad - 121001, Hagyana. -
93T4ETE502 & DINESH PARMAR 9326483975 .

FPUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION CUM SALE

E-Auclion Sale Notice of 15 Days for Sale of Immovable Asset|s) under the Secwritization and Reconstrection of Finaneial
Aszsels and Enforcement of Securily Inerest Act, 2002 read with provision 1o rule 8 and 9 of the Security Intenest

Borrovwen(s) Demand Notice | Description of the Resernve Price, Date and
Guarantors)/ Loan Diate amnd Immovable property EMD & Last Date of time of
Apcount Aot Submisslon of EMD E-Auetion
LN LA MO FAR DA T24 08-12-2022 Wakabawa, Gounchi | Resserve Price: Ra.1530000/- Date:
-220603445 For Ra: ! Tehzl Balabga, | (Fifeen Lakh Thirty Thousand 20-08-2024
Branch: FARIDABAD 1852256/~ Arafi  Khazra, HNo DOnily) 11:00 Am to
Bomowern SURA {Eiiginteen 6232, Piol No 22, . 11:30 Am
KUMAR LakhFifty Two | Faddabad, Haryana E’;}?ﬁ:ﬁm n“laﬂhm {with undimited
Co-Borrower: REETA Thousand Two 121004 EEE T
DEVI Hundred & Fifty Last date of EMD of 5 minule
Six Onily) Deposit: 19-08-2024 each)

Tenms and Comditions of E-Auction:

1. The fuction s conducted as per e urher Terms and Condions of the Bid document and as per the procedure sai oul
thercin. Biddars may vt to e Web Portal: Mips )/BestAuctionDealeom of our e-Auctbon Seraca Povider, s, Globe Tech
Infoeya e Private Limibed for bdding sdarmatan & suppe, the detals of the sacured asset put upior a-Aucton and tha Bid
Fasm which will be submified anlfine. The inlemsied buyers may go thiough e auckon leems & conddbons and pmoess an fe
=arme portal and may contact 1 MAHENDRA JANI - 9374876502 & DINESH PARMAR -9326483378 ., detals avalable in he
above menlanad Web Poda and may contad e Cantmlizad Help Destc +31 98100 89933, +91 124 44 70 455, E-mal 100

Carsi BastAuction Deal com

Place:Harayana
Date : 29.07 2024

Autherised Offi cer
Motilal O=swial Home Finance Limited
{Earier Known as Agpire Home Finance Gorporation limibed)

Sdi-

R R

hankar on April 7, seeking
the return of eight vouth of
Harvana, including six

from Mator village in
Kaithal district, one from
Tohana mm Fatehabad, and
one from Sambli in Karnal
district, but no help was
provided by the govern-
ment,” Surjewala said.

The MP also slammed
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Sainl and the BJP govern-
ment for being “mute spec-
tators” to the plight of the
vouth stuck on the Russian
battleground.

“We kept knocking the
doors of the Modi govern-
ment and Saini government,
but they did not act and in
the meanwhile a yvouth from

Harvana died. The news of

Ravi's death is heart-break-
ing. It's an example of the

BJP government’s incompe-
tence towards the wouth.”
surpewala questioned the
government's responsibile
tv, asking whether the
Harvana Government had
no role in bringing back the
mortal remains of Ravi and
ensuring the safe return of
the other missing vouths.
surjewala also  accused
the BJP of glorifying the
visit of PM Narendra Modi
to Russia, elaiming that the
PM had discussed the issue
of return of the vouth to
India with President
Vladimir Putin during his
recent visit to Russia, but
no result has come out of it
and we only got the news of
Ravi's death.” he added.

Mid-day meal workers demand
pay revision, retirement benelfits

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, JULY 28
Hundreds of members of
the Harvana Mid-Day Meal
Workers' Union staged a
demonstration here today
to highlight their pgriev-
ances over the non-accept-
ance of their long-pending
demands. Education Minis-
ter Seema Trikha who
reached the protest site was
handed over a memoran-
dum of demands. The pro-
testers had threatened to
lay siege to the house of the
minister this morning.
Union general secretary
Sarbati said the protest had
been part of the ongoing
apitation over their long-
pending demands. She fur-
ther said the state govern-
ment had failed to redress
the grievances of around
30,000 mid-day meal work-
ers employved in the govern-
ment primary schools.
sarbati added that the union

Uneasy times for ticket-seekers

The political chessboard for the upeoming
Aszsembly Elections in the state has been
laid. All parties are busy in planning for the
elections in their own way. Ticket aspirants
in all parties are also occupied in preparae
tions and leaving no stone unturmed to
stake claim on the ticket for the Vidhan
Sabha elections. But the new entrants are
achallenge for them aswell as forthe
selectors. Recently Vijay lain, former BIP

MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO EDU MINISTER

The Hanana Mid-Cay Meal Workers' Union on Sunday handed
over a memorandum of demandsto Education Minister Seema
Trikha. The union's demands include the revision of minimum
wages o 26,000 a month, which s paid all 12 months, retire-
ment benefitof To lakhand enhancing the retirement age to 65,
besides the uniform allowance of 2,000 per year.

affiiated to the Centre of

Trade Union had submitted a
memomndum seeking  the
revision of minimum wages to
Rs 26,000 a month, which is
paid afl 12 months, retirement
benefit of Rs 5 lakh and
enhancing the retirement age
to 65, besides the uniform
allowance of Rs 2000 per vear

CITU state president
Surekha said the mid-day
meal workers were petting a
paltry amount of Bs 7,000 and
that also not on time, result-
ing 1n financial hardship to
them and their families, All-
India State Government
Employees’ Federation
national president Subhash

Diary

(CONTRIBUTEDBY DEEPEMDER DESWAL, BUENTR A AHLAWAT, MUKESH TANDON, NITISH SHARMAAND SHIV EUMAR SHARMA |

councillar joined the Congress in Panipat
Gramin Assembly constituency, increasing
the tension of ticket aspirants. Similarly, in
the Samalkha Assembly constituency, the
entry of Manmohan Bhadana, who isa
son of former minister Kartaar Bhadana,
has also created a stir in the BJP camp.
Before it's decided who gets the ticket,
there will definitely be some fireworks for
sure. The Assembly elections are going to
be interesting this time.

Show of strength at Cong yatra

Congressticket aspirants, belonging to
Sirsa MP Kumari Selja faction, yesterday
showed their strength at various loca-
tions during the Congress Sandesh
Yatra-2 held in Ambala City in view of the
upcoming Assembly elections. About
elght welcome points were distributed
amang local party leaders from Agarsen
Chowk to Jagadhri Gate to welcome the
yatra and show thelir strength. Bven dur-
ing the address of Birender Singh and
Kumari Selja, supporters of the aspi-
rants kept raising slogans in support of
their respective leaders. A Congress
leader said the aspirants had deployed
their supporters in large numbers at vari-
ous points to getthe attention of Kumari
Selja. Bvery leader has the right to stake
claim but the leaders know who are actu-
ally working on the ground.

Prominent Dalit face in HSSC

With the appaintment of Master Amar
Singh as a member of Haryana Staff
Selection Commission (HSSC), Yamu-
nanagar district has again got represen-
tation inthe commission. Earlier, Bhaopal
Singh Khadri from the district became
the chairman of the HSSC. However, he
stepped down from the postin March
2024, According to political observers,
the state government would have had
two mothves behind appointing Amar
singh. First, the Yamunanagar district
hias got representation inthe HS5C and
second, there will be an opportunity to
appease the Dalit community through his
appointment. Master Amar Singh, wha is
aHaryana government teacher, is ata
senior position in the RS5 and is also a
praminent Dalit face in the state.

Lamba said their demands
had been justified and the
protest was perhaps the last
option for the emploveeswho
had been at the receiving end
due to faulty policies. He
said the Education Mimster
supported the demand for
the payment of the wages for
12 months, but failed to
express support for the revi-
sion of salary.

However, Mid-Day Meal
Workers' Union president
Sarn] Dujana said the matter
would be discussed i a state-
level meeting of the associa-
tion next week in which the
further plan of action would
be chalked out.

it
# Haryana

Hooda, Selja loyalists walk tightrope

Two Congress veterans Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Kumari Selja recently argan-
ised programimes in two Assembly seg-
ments in Hisar district. While the former
Chief Minister was the chief guest at
Daksh Prajapati Jayanti Sammelan held
in Malwa segment, the Sirsa MP
addressed a meeting of party workers in
the Barwala segment. However, loyalists
af the respective leaders made sure they
didn't attend the functions of the other
faction. In a display of their loyalty, even
local leaders avolded being seen in the
rival group's event. During a press confer-
ence in Hisar, Hooda was asked about
Selja's programmes and whether the two
leaders would share the stage. However,
Congress state chief Udai Bhan took the
question and replied that “Selja is the
general secretary of the party and Hooda
was also working to strengthen the party.
Who has the prablem with this?"

Garbage issueraises stinkin Parl

By raising the garbage and poor cleanli-
ness issue related to Faridabad and
Gurugram cities in Parliament, senior
Congress leader and MP Kurmari Selja
hias nat anly ghven political fodder of
attack to the Opposition, but has also
putthe ruling party and its supporters in
a kind of embarrassing situation.
“Thaugh the BIP hasthree ministers
from Haryana in the Modi Cabinet, the
sorry state of affairs of civic amenities in
the two metropolitan cities, which are
major revenue contributors of the state,
could further erode the ruling party's
voters base in the upeoming Assembly
elections,” say political analysts,

.
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CM flags oft 58 hi-tech ambulances

Will work intandem with Sadak Su Mhya Force to ensure precious lives are saved

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 28
Reiterating his  povern-
ment's commitment to pro-
vidingquality health services
to the people, Chief Mmister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
flagped off 58 new hi-tech
ambulances to serve the peo-
ple of the state.

The CM, flanked by Health
Minister Dr Balbir Singh, dedi-
cated the ambulances to the
people of the state. With thas
addition to the fleet of ambu-
lances, 320 ambulances have

been pressedinto the service of

peopte o ensure that they get
health serviaces in time. These
ultremodern ambulances
have been mandated to reach
to the needy within 15 minutes
in urban areas and 20 minutes
in rural areas,

These ambulances will work
in tandem with the Sadak
Surkhya Foree to ensure that
precious lives of people are
saved in cases of emerpency.
The 58 hi-tech ambulances
have been purchased at a cost
of Bs 14cmoreand areequipped
with bfe-saving drups and
ultra-modern equipment.

PUNJAB

Ambulances ready to be flagged off by CM Bhagwant Mann in Chandigarh on Sunday. PHOTG: PRADEEF TEWARI

Talking to mediapersons,
Mann later said the Union
Government had stalled
state’'s Rs 1,000 crore funds
under the National Health
Mission, “Tt is not my prob-
lem that Punjabis have
rejected the BJE Maybe they
are giving vent to their frus-
tration of lnging all Lok Sab-
ha seats in Punjab by deny-
ing us our dues,” he said.

He said though they were

committed to imparting qual-
ity health services in the state,
the Union Government was
hatching conspimcies todeny
these to Punjahis. “They have
gtalled the release of grant
under the NHDM just to tormpe-
do pro-people initiatives being
taken by the state govern-
ment, as Punjab has a non-
BJP povemment,” he said
The CM said it was stmnge
that despite immense contri-

Katarias appointment may
help calm ‘sour CM-Guv ties

RucHIKA M KHANNA

THLIHIEN E SEW 5 5EHVIC L

CHAN DIGARH, JULY 28

The appointment of a new
Punjab Govemaor may bring
some respite from the on and
off love-hate relationship
between outgoing Governor

Banmwarilal Purohit and Chief

Minister Bhapwant Mann.

New Governor GulabChand
Kataria 15 expected to take
oath on July 31, and wall come
here with the baggage of this
aweet-sour relationship, How-
ever, on his part, Chief Minis-
ter Mann has said that he wall
be rolling out the red carpet
for the new Governor. ¥1 spolke
to him this morning to cone-
gratulate him on his appoint-
ment as Governor of Pungab., 1
assured him of my full cooper-
ation and I hope we work
together” he said.

“If the governors do not
infringe upon the constitu-
tional rights of the elected
povernments, there will be no
problem. I had nothing per-
sonal against the (outgoing)
Governor He (Purohit) is like
my family elder, and I would
always touch his feet when I
met him. But our paths often
clashed, leading to conflicts
as he would create hundles in
the smooth functioning of the
government. In fact, he start-
ed running a parallel admin-
1stration by taking along the
DGP and the Chief Secretary
on his border area visits when
I had also announced my

PUROHIT RAN PARALLEL ADMN

#elfthe govemors do not infringe upon the
constitutional rights ofthe elected govemments, there

will be no problem...

started running a parallel administration
by taking along the DGP and the Chief

- Secretary on his border area visits when |

had also announced my public

programmes in Jalandhar.®®
Bhagwant Mann, cier MNSTER

In fact, he (Purohit)

public pmprammes In
Jalandhar,” the CM said.

It mav be mentioned that
the one constant thing 1in over
two-vear rule of the Aam Aad-
mi Party in Punjab has been
the rather tumultuous rela-
tion between the Governor
and the Chief Mimster.

Their relationship began
to turn sour within a few
months of the AAP govern-
ment's formation when the
Governor undertook the
first tour of border districts
and publically decried the
poor law and order condi-
tion in the state.

As time passed, the two
sides developed differences
over the appointment of vice-
chancellors of state-run un-
versities, convening of the
Vidhan Sabha sessions and
Bills remaining pending with
the Raj Bhawan.

The outgong Governor,
known for his knowledge of
the Constitution and other
govemance issues, also fre-
quently questioned the gov-
emment over the law and

omder situation, state of econo-
my andthe conduct of aminis-
ter: “He should have focussed
on Inaugurating seminars in
universities and attending
convocations,” said Mann.

At a pubbc meeting at
Jalandhar Last week, the CM
said how he could perfonm
his duties when his govern-
ment’s officers were with the
Governor on his tour. “There
can't be two parallel streams
of government. The govern-
ment-appointed search pan-
els would ddentify candidates
for the selection of VCs, and
he would reject all of them.
Our committees only wanted
Punjabis to be at the helm of
affairs, because they know
the ethos and culture of uni-
versities. I only objected to
that. This said, with the new
Governor, I am hopeful of
good ties,” he added.

On outpoing Governor
Purohit's statement that he
resipned because he felt that
mavbe the CM did not like
him, Mann said how could he
foree the Governor to resign?

bution in the freedom strug-
gle, making the country self-
reliant in food production
and safepuarding the unity,

integrity and sovereignty of

the country, Punjab has been
completely ignored in the
Union Budget.

He said the Niti Aavog
meetings were a futile exer-
cise as statesdid not even get

proper time to flag ssues of

their concern.

{1 croredrug
money seized
in Amritsar

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMREITSAR, JULY 28
The counter intelligence (CI)
wing of the Punjab Police on

Sunday sewed Rs 1.07 crore of

drug money from two oper-
tves of foreign-based drug
modules being run by notori-
ous drug traffickers Gupant
Singh, alias Bhohu, and Kinder-
hir Singh, abas Sunmy Dyal,
DGP Gaurav Yadav said
their two operatives arrested
by the pobice were dentified
as Dilbagh Singh of Lohka vil-

lage and Kamaldeep Singhof

Patti in Tarn Taran. The police
also seized a cash counting
machine and two mobile
phones from their possession
besides mpounding a car in
which they were travelling,

Giving details, he sad the
Amntsar CI recemved specific
nteligenceinputs that Gurjant
Bholu and Sunny Dwval were
ninning anorganised drug traf
ficking and flegal weapon dis-
tnbution racket acmss the bor-
derstate. They had tasked their
operatives to collect the drug
money, which would be mouted
through hawala,

Eillowing this, the CI
nabbed its opemtives from a
rented accommaodation on the
Fatehpgarh Chunan road. Pre-
hminary probe revealed that
theywere intouch with Bholu
and Dwval via encrypted social
media platforms and were
sending the dmg money to
the tune of Bs 1 crore to them
using hawala route.

Aweekon, antl-drug panel starts delivering

AR{"H[TWATTS
MUKTSAR, JULY 28
An  antidrug committee
formed by around 100 resi-
dents of Gurusar village in
Gidderbaha Assembly  seg-
ment last week has started
producing positive results. Tt
has so far obtained affidavits
from four villagers that they
will neither consume nor sl
drugs in future. The panel has
also got two addicts admitted
to a drug de-addiction centre.
The committee members,
mostly yvoungsters, not just
share the information related
to drug peddling with the
police, but also visit the fami-
lies of those who either con-
sume or sell drugs and appeal
to them to mend their ways.
They also hold “nakas”
and do community policing,
*When we get information
related to the suspicious
movement of an outsider in
the village, we ask the per-
gon to establish his identity
and the reason to visit the

Mem ber of the anti-drug com mittee of Gurusar village in Gidderbaha. TRIBUNE PHOTO

village. If we find something
fishy, we report the matter to
the police. As of now. we
have been able to motivate
four persons, including a
man and his nephew, to quit
selling or consuming drugs.
They have even given us
affidavits m that regard.
Besides, two drug addicts
have been admitted to a de-
addiction centre and two
more will be admitted

tomorrow,” said Ranjit
Singh (ill, a founder mem-
ber of anti-drug committee,
Gurusar village.

“[ appeal to the residents of
other willages too to form
anti-drug committees. It will
surely decrease the preva-
lence of drugs. Our job is to
assist the police and not to
take law into our hands. Our
committee has decided that if
someone 15 found selling

drugs, no one from the vl
lage will assist the family n
getting the accused released
on bail,” he said.

Faridkot IGP Gursharan
singh Sandhu, while presid-
ing over a drug awareness
programme m Malout, said.
“If someone gives us informa-
tion related to drugs, hisher
name will be kept secret. We
will also provide security to
the informer, if needed.”

KEEN ON REVIVING
VIDHAN PARISHAD

CM Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday said his gavern-
ment was keen an reviv-
ing the Punjab Vid han
Parishad, which ceased
toexist in 1970. Mann
said he wanted to involve
in decision making intel-
lectuals, who did not want
to contest pall, but would
be an asset for good gov-
ernance. "l have asked
the Advocate General to
examine this," he said.

NO POLITICAL PLAN
FOR CM'S WIFE

The CM categarically
denied that there was any
plan to politically launch
his wife Dr Gurpreet Kaur
Mann, after her successful
campaign for the Jaland-
har bypoall. “We wentthere
as family to support the
party. She, like ather party
volunteers, went all out to
suppart the party candi-
date.Since she is not prac-
tising as of now, she is serv-
ing peaple by remaining in
the political field," he said.
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(Govt hasno data on deaths due
to polluted groundwater: Minister

SANJEEV SINGH BARIANA
CHAN DIGARH, JULY 28
Not disputing the widespread
groundwater pdluion acmoss
the state, especially in the Mal-
wa region, Minister of State for
Jal Shakt R Bhushan Chaud-
hary, dunng the ongoing Lok
Sabha session on Friday, said
the government had no dataon
the number of deaths caused
due o the consumption of con-
taminated water

In reply to a question by
Member of Padiament Cha-
ranjit Smpgh Channi dunng
the ongong parliamentary
session, the Mod said, “As per
the mfhmmation recernved from
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, no specific
data is available regarding the
deaths caused in the state due
to proundwater pollution.”

Talking to The Tribune, for-
mer Chief Minister Channi
said, “A number of studies
have been carried out by var-
ious insttutions, including
Panjab University and Guru
Nanak Dev Universit v, show-
mg the magnitude of ground-
water pollution and its
impact on the health of the
public. I have sought the data

SAMDEEP JOSHI

Toxic. elements in
Punjab groundwater

i
414
At

That is why 1 don't put any
water in wy drink |

only to underline the magni-
tude of the problem and
demand animmediate action
plan from the government.”

Mos Bhushan Chaudhary
had underlined that “water
being a state subject, sustain-
able devedopment and man-
agement of proundwater
resources, including the quab-
ty aspect are the responsibility
of the state governments”.

Former CM Channi said,
“Water is a state subject, but
the Centre cannot close its
eyves to the responsibility of
addressinga problem of such
enormity.”

‘Publish MSP panel
report in 2 months’

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

N EWDELHI, JULY 28

Rajva Sabha member from
Pungab Vikrmam Sahney this
week demanded that the
report of the committee set
up by the Centre to examine
the MSP issue in the wake of
farmers’ agitation be made
public within a month or two.

Speaking on general dis-
cussion on the Union Budget
in the Rajyva Sabha, Sahney
demanded a significant share
for Punjab out of the Rs 1.5
lakh erore long-term interest-
free loans to states.

“The MSP committee
report should be published in
the next 30-60 days. Farmer
producer organisations
should be promoted and for-
mation rules made more flex-
ible to empower farmers,” he
said listing skilling for jobs,
absorption of 50 per cent
Agniveers In  paramilitary
forces, mega industrial park
in Jalandhar or Ludhiana,
upgradation of SCL park 1n
Mohali, among key pnorities.

Centreready to hold talks with farmers: Bittu

TrIBUNE REPORTERS

SANGRUR/ PATIALA, JULY 28
Union Minister of State for
Raibwayvs and Food Process-
ing Industries Ravneet Singh
Bittu said the Union Govern-
ment was ready to meet
farmer leaders and hold talks
with them. Besides, no one
has been stopping the farmers
from wvisiting Delhi as agitat-
ing farmer leaders had recent-
Iy visited Delhi and met the
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi in Padiament
Complex some days ago.
Bittu was here todayv to
inspect the ongoing develop-
ment works being executed

under Amrit Bharat Station
Pmject at the Sangrur rail-
way station.

With regard to allotment of

flinds to Punjab, the minister
accused the AAP povernment
of not holding any meeting
with the Pnme Minister or
any other Umon Mimster
before the Budpet to pet
funds. The CM had now boy-
cotted the meeting of the Niti
Aayog. Had he attended the
meeting, the state’s require-
ments could have been placed
before the aayvog, he added

Regarding withholding of

the Rural Development
Fund and the NEHM fund
by the Centre, he said the

state povernment should go
to the Centre to give details
about earlier spent funds
under these schemes, so
that the withheld amount
could be released.

Talking about the Ministry
of Raibways, he said the Cen-
tre had earmarked Rs 5,147
crore for Punjab’s railway
projects in the Budget.

Later while addressing the
media at Patiala, Bittu high-
ighted the Centre's exten-
sive procurement efforts and
questioned  the motive
behind the continued block-
ade by a segment of farmers.
“The Centrl Government i3
procuring every grain from

Punjab, vet a few farmers
from the state are protesting
and blocking the highway,”
Bittu remarked.

Bittu expressed concernon
the demand s for alegal puar
antee on the minimum sup-
port price (MSP), stating that
such a move could under
mine the mandi (market)
mfrastructure in the state.
He said the government
spent Bs 4 to 5 lakh crore on
cmp procurement annually,
Arcording to Bittu, if a legal
pguarantee on MSP was
implemented, Punjab’'s
share of procurement could
decrease, adversely affecting
the state's mandi system.
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Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Punjab State
Open University, Patiala
C-28, The Lower Mall, Patiala
Recruitment Notice 03/2025
Applcatons are mwied for fhe following posis in the above mentioned unnersity:-

Sr Name of Post No. of Remuneration in Rs.

Mo. Posts

1. |Professor-Chair 01 | The Consobdsted Pay of s, 1,44, 2000
{Bhagean Shi Parshuram {Motifications MNo. HED-EDU
Ji Chiair) 1OMISCH 2172022-5EDU, dated 28th
- Contract Basis September, 2022 of Govt of Punjab)

Last Date & Time of ondine registafion: 200082024, 11:50 PM

For details logon to; www.psou.ac.in

Mote: Any comgendum{s)to the recruitment notice shall be pubEshed on the

above website.
D-Ba83

Rﬂ-Ehstrar

2.0

4.0

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
DEPARTMENT OF EXCISE AND TRKATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

Invitation of applications for filling up the post
of Chairman, VAT Tribunal, Punjab.

1.0

Qualification

Sub-Section 4 of Punjab VAT Act 2005 which
contains the qualification of this post reads

as under:-

“The applicant shall either be a retired judge of
the High Court or a retired or serving officer of
the rank of Chief Secretary to the State
Government or Secretary to Government

of India”.
3.0

for re-appointment.

5.0

Secretariat, Sector-1,

19.08.2024 (Till 5.00 PM).

The terms and conditions will be applicable as per the
Punjab Value Added Tax Act, 2005 and amendments

if any.
Note:-

to apply afresh.

VIKAS PRATAP
Additional Chief Secretary-cum-
Financial Commissioner Taxation
Department of Excise and Taxation
Punjab, Chandigarh.

Applications are invited for the above post from
the interested candidates.

The Chairman ofthe Tribunal shall hold office for
a term of two years from the date he assumes
charge of his office and he shall not be eligible

Mo person shall be appointed or continue as
Chairman of the Tribunal, if he has attained the
age of sixty seven years.

The applications (5 sets) duly completed in all
respects should reach in the office of Under
Secretary, Government of Punjab, Depatment of
Excise and Taxation,

Those who had responded to the earlier
advertisements inviting applications shall need

2nd Floor, Punjab Civil
Chandigarh on or before

DPFR/PRIG0S3
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Step towards peace

Jamaat-edslami eyes political resurgence

{E announcement by the Jamaat-e-Islami

Jammu and Kashmir (Jel-J&K) of its inten-

tion to return to the political mainstream, pro-

vided the ban imposed on it 15 lifted. marks a

gignificant moment in the region's tumul

tuous history. The socio-religious party, which has been

akey force in Kashmir for decades, has now expressedits

readiness to re-engage with electoral politics. Senior Jel-

J& K member Ghulam Qadir Lone has underscored the

party’s commitment to serving the people and operating

within the democratic framework. This shift from a

banned entity with alleged militant links to a political

contender indicates a strategic recalibration, possibly

nfluenced by the changing geopolitical dynamics and
mnternal pressures within Kashmir,

Allowing the Jel-J&K tore-enter the political arena
could have profound implications. It may provide a
legitimate platform for the party’s substantial support
base, reducing the appeal of militancy by offering a
peaceful means to pursue political objectives. This
move could also signify a broader strategy by the gov-
ernment to integrate disenfranchised groups into the
democratic fold, thereby stabilising the region.

However, this transition is fraught with challenges,
The legacy of the Jel-J&K's affilations with militant
groups and its pro-Pakistan stance raise concerns about
its commitment to India’s sovereignty and democratic
principles. Also, there is the risk of rifts emerging with-
in the party and a potential backlash from hardline ele-
ments opposed to this political shift. Despite these con-
gtraints, the party’'s cimbdown could be a step towards
peace and stability in Kashmir, As the region stands ata
critical juneture, the actions of both the Jel-J&K and the
government will be pivotal to shaping the political land-
scape of Jammu and Kashmir,

Agnipathrow

Gowvt must thoroughly review the scheme

HE Agnipath scheme has been under intense
serutiny ever since it was launched two years
ago. From time to time, retired defence offs
cers have voiced concerns over the scheme for
short-term recruitment intothe armed forces,
flagging 1ssues such as madequate retention — only 25
per cent of the Agniveers will be absorbed in the perma-
nent cadre — and manpower shartage. Recent inddents
of Agniveers reportedly being involved in criminal activ-
itieg are warrisome, even as gquestions remain over the

'OPINION!
Shifting realities of India-US ties

Seeing Delhias a strategjc allyand also criticising its alleged human rights violations is contradictory

G PARTHASARATHY
CHANCELLOR, JAMMU CENTRAL
UNNERSITY, & FORMER HIGH
COMMISSIONER TO PAKISTAN

YEBROWS WE e

raised in the Western

world over Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi's recent vasit to
Moscow at the invitation of
Russian President Putin just
when the NATO alliance was
meeting in Washington to take
decisions on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. Like his past
visits to Russia, this one was
guccessful in addressing a num-
ber of 1s5ues — most important-
ly, energy and defence coopera-
tion. The trip came weeks after
the US Department of State
published a report on alleged
human rights abuse in India.
The report described Indiaasa
country where human rights
were violated routinely. It
asserted that Manipur had
been shaken by instances of
rape, armed conflict and
assaults, accompanied by the
destruction of homes, shops
ard places of worship.

The US report noted that
activists and journalists in
India had reported violence in
the northeastern state. This
can happen in any democracy
when sections of the people
take to arms. Mediacoverage of
such happenings is not new in
India. The media 1s free to cov-
er incidents across India. The
Modi povernment predictably
deploved security forces to
enforce curfews in response to
the pgrowing violence n
Manipur The Supreme Court
has also intervened over the
developments in Manipur, call-
ing for effective measures for
restoration of peace.

MOOT POINT: It emains to be seen whether Kamala Harnis, if she wins the presidential race, will focus on
the strategic ties that have taken the USIndia relationshipto a new high. 711

whichis located near the border
with China, has largely ended.
There has been oariticism of the
government's policies  in
Manipur by the Opposition
sSuch issues are resolved within
the framework of the country's
Constitution, with the active
participation of the Opposition
and often the involvement of
the Supreme Court. The US
report on the developments in
India, however, appears one-
gsided, unrealistic and undiplo-
matic. It can only be described
as an ill-advised effort, set to
leadtoa downward spiral in the
India-US relationship.

The main question for India
now 15 whether Kamala Harns,
if she wins the presidential
race, will follow the confused
and somewhat less-than friend-
Iy path of her mentor Joe Biden
ar forus on the strategic ties
that have taken the USs-India
relationship to a new high. One
can only hope for a new begin-
ning in India-US ties.

Interestingly, The Wall Street
Jouwrnal has noted: “Democrats
are newly energised as they
rally behind Kamala Harris for
President.” One has to take

Onehasto take note of

the growing readiness
and confidence ofthe
Democratic Party to
confront Trump in the
presidential elections.

and confidence of the Democ-
ratic Party to take on former
President Donald Trump in the
presidential elections.

The US Administration’'s
major attention in the coming
months will be on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict; the Western
world, led by Biden, continues
to pour in money, arms and
ammunition to the Ukrainian
government. According to a
German institute, the US and

pledged or provided “more
than %380 billion” in military,
financial and humanitarian aid
to Ukraine since 2022, The
impact of the Ukraine conflict
is being felt across Europe.
Even Arzerbatjan has supplied
bombs to the conflict zone via
Sudan. Not to be left behind.
Pakistan has also reportedly
provided Ukraine with
Kamikaze  drones, man-
portable air-defence systems
and surface-to-air missiles,
One wonders how long this
conflict will continue, with the
loss of hves mounting. This is a
war that will go on, unless
Trump. who has opposed US
mvolvement, is elected Presi-
dent. Trump has left no doubt
that he is not interested in
spending US taxpayers' mon-
ey on the conflict in Ukraine.
There are, however, Serious
challenges ahead i1f Harris
chooses to continue the Biden
policy of pouring in money
and armaments into a seem-
mgly unending conflict. While
Russia may be willing to cede
some terrttory it has taken
over, it will never agree to a
settlement without retaining a

EI‘IE EI‘.'“JI!I‘.IE JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 29 JULY 2024

sea, which it has historically
controlled. The Russian mili-
tary intervention in Ukraine
started only after it became
evident that Ukrainian Presi-
dent Zelenskyvy was joining
the US 1n measures which
would compromise Russia's
territorial integrity and
national security.

India certainly has no inter-
est in getting drawn into the
rivalry and ambitions of Euro-
pean powers. But it cannot
afford to turn the other cheek
when a foreign power seeks to
promote a propaganda barrage
apainst it. New Delhi has, after
all, been dealing with a ruler
{Biden)in Washington, who, as
Vice-President, had chosen to
travel all the way from Islam-
abad to Rawalpindi tocall ona
Pakistani four-star General.

The US Secetary of State
Antony Blinken, meanwhile,
commenced his reference to
human rights from the days of
his July 2021 visit to India. He
had then said: “There are few
relationships in the world that
are more vital than the one
between the US and India. We
are the world's two leading
democraces and our diversity
fuels our national strength...
Both of our democracies are
works in progress. sometimmes
that process is painful. Some-
times it's ugly. Butthe strength
of democracy is to embrace it

It is not clear how Harris wiall
run the State Department if
she becomes President. One
hopes that the people in Wash-
ington realise that there is a
contradiction between refer-
ring to India as a strategie ally
on the one hand and then erit-
ieising  its  alleped human
rights violations in official doe-
uments on the other,

Interestingly, Harris has
moved ahead with campaign-
ing against Trump, whose can-
didate for Vice-President 15 39-
vear-old Senator JD Vance: the
latter's wife 15 Indian-orngin
Usha Vance. We are headed for
interesting times as the elec-

prospects of recruits after they are released from service,
Some veterans have even stated that the time-tested
recruitment system should not have been tinkered with.

Apart from the disagreement within the military com-
munity, Agnipath has become a bone of contention in the
political arena. In his address on Kargil Vijay Diwas last
week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi not only stoutly
defended the scheme but also accused the Opposition of
playing politics over the recruitment process. Asserting
that Apnipath was aimed at making the forces younger and
fitter, he trashed the claims that the scheme was launched
tosave pension money, Led by theCongress, several Oppo-
sition parties have demanded thatthe scheme be scrapped.
Notably, some allies of the ruling BJE, especially the Jana-
ta Dal (United), have sought its comprehensive review:

The government cannot afford to let things drift as the
lack of consensus will have a bearing on the combat pre-
paredness of the armed forces. Several BJP-ruled states
have announced reservation or preference for former
Agniveers for jobs in uniformed services like the police,
However, this may not be enough to silence the naysay-
ers. The Cenftre must be receptive to the feedback and
take pains to remove the scheme’s shortcomings. An
inflexable attitude can be counter-productive, as shown by
the yeardong protests that followed the enactment of the
three Central farm laws (which were eventually repealed).
At stake are national security and the morale of the troops.
Political grandstanding must take a back seat.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.
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Hakim Ajmal Khan's statement

IT must be admitted that beyvond certain general observations
permeated by a true spirit of nationalism, there is nothing in the
greater part of Hakim Ajmal Ehan's statement on the Delhi
riots which can be said to be of immediate practical value, The
one thing which the public is most ardaousto know on the mor-
row of such happenings is, who or what was immediately and
directly responsible for them? Where the happening is a com-
munal one, the first question that is invariably asked is, which
community was the aggressor inthe case or was more to blame?
Hakim Sahib's statement scrupulously avoids answering the
question. It has much, almost everything, to sayabout the *pre-
disposing causes”, so far as those causes were general. They
were “sectarian intrigues, narrow, selfish prejudices born and
bred in a general atmosphere of mutual distrust and suspicion
and of mischievou s machimations of interested individuals and
parties”. The evil, says the statement, had been in exastence for
long and was growing worse day by day, when Hakim Sahib,
who had been away from Delhi since April on account of his
daughter's illness and his own bad health, visited the city dur-
ing the last week of June. To quote from the statement, *I con-
sidered it my duty to warn the responsible leaders and workers
of both communities that unless these objectionable and inflam-
matory publications were forthwith effectively curbed, a breach
of the peace and the breaking of heads wasinevitable. The wam-
ing, with all its serious implications and the advice offered, Tam
extremely grieved to say, was not listened to.”

The violence In Manipur note of the prowing readiness

the European Unwn have firmcontrolofits accessto the tion gathers steam.

A great democracy must be progressive or it will soon cease to be a great democracy. —TheodoreRoosevelt

The myriad ways
ol destiny

SATISH KUMAR SHARMA

/ dential race, Kamala Hams has declared her candi-

dature for the top post. Of the 49 vice-presidentsthe

US has had till now, 15 went on to become the President.

There are many instances when destiny went out of the way
to make a winner of the most unlikely candidate.

Mary Todd was a voung woman living in Springfield, I1li-
nois, in the 1830s. It is said that one day. she declared to
someone proudly, ' My husband wall be the President of the
US. The boast was not entirely an empty one because one
of her suitors was Stephen A Douglas, a brilliant lawyer,
orator and politician with a bright future. But as things
turned out, Mary married Abraham Lincoln, a lesser-
known lawyer. Destiny, however, proved Mary right when
Lincoln won the 1860 presidential election in a four-way
contest in which Douglas was also a contestant.

Gerald Ford's rise to presidency was even more curious. In
1973, he was a Congressman looking forward to retirement
when Spiro Agnew resigned from vice-presidency. To fill the
vacancy, then President Richard Mixon appomted Ford as his
VE Not long afterwands, Nion resigned as a result of the Water-
gate scandal. S0, within eight months, a Congressman mse to
become the US President without contesting any election.

Closer home, Narasimha Rao had packed his bags to leave
New Delhi around April 1991 because Rajiv Gandhi had
denied him the ticket to contest the General Election. But
within two months, the situation changed dramatically in his
favour and he became the Pime Minister who served his full
term despite the Congress being short of the majonty.

In the early 1990s, when I was serving as an IPS officer in
Gujarat, we had a DGP who was kind to young officers and
was not averse to opening his heart before a junior. One day,
he confided in me, ‘God has been very kind . You know there
was no chance of my becoming the DGP of the state!”

When I asked him how it had happened, he said he
belonged to the first batch of the IPS in Gujarat after the state
was carved out of the state of Bombay. There were four offi-
cers senior to him in service but younger in age in the state,
Seniority used to be sacrosanet in those days. 50,1t was near-
Iy mmpossible for him toreach the top. But as luck would have
it, of the four officers ahead of him, one quitand took upajob
in the private sector, another got his cadre changed and vet
another resigned and joined politics.

I asked him what happened to the fourth officer senior to
him. The DGP became grim. He said, ‘His case was very
unfortunate. A few vears into service, he got fed up with the
police job. He resigned and tried his luck in business, He
succeeded initially but later suffered heavy losses. He went
into depression and committed suicide.’

\ TH Joe Biden finally bowing out of the US presi-
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Key sectors given short shrift
With reference to ‘Health & education are
nobody's baby' (The Great Game); it 15 unfortu-
nate that despite several recommendations by
experts acmss the world for nvesting more in the
key sectors of health and education, the goven-
ment continues o give them short shnft For
vears, India has been one of the lowest spenders
n the world on health. Further, funding for edu-
cationas a shareof the GDP hasonly gonedown.
While it is easy to pont fingers at the ruling dis-
pensation and Opposition parties for the neglect
of the sectors, the mainstream media also bears
responsibility for its failure o adequately high-
light the poor state of healtheare and education
facilities mn the country:

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Health, education get sidelined
The government's neglect of the health and
education sectors 1s plaring (The Great Game).
Despite allthe grandstanding on national secu-
nty, the Budpget reveal s a stadk truth: health and
education are not high on the hist of priorities of
our deasion-makers. The paltry increase of 1.9
per cent in the Health Ministry's budget is not
enough to ensure the elimination of tuberculo-
zis by 2025 or facilitate universal child immuni-
sation. Besides, the allocation for the education
sectorremains well belowthe global benchmark
of'4 to 6 per cent. Both the nuling regime and the
Opposition are to blame for the sorry state of
affairs, India deserves better than this. All polit-
eal parties must pnontise health and education.

AMANJOT KAUR, MOHALI

PM played politics over Agnipath

A war memorial stands as a solemn
reminder of the valour and sacrifice of our
martyrs. It is a place for citizens to honour
those who laid down their lives for the
nation. PM Narendra Modi was wrong to
bring up the controversial Agnipath
recruitment scheme during his address on
the 25th anniversary of the Kargil Vijay
Diwas. His politically charged remarks on
the sombre occasion were uncalled for. PM
Modi's defence of Agnipath, which has
been met with opposition from several
guarters, shifted the focus from the sacri-
fice of our martyrs. Cur leaders must learn
to refrain from plaving polities with the

memory of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice for the country.
LT COL GURPARKASH SINGH VIRK (RETD), BY MAIL

Drowned in a coaching centre
It 15 shocking that three students drowned in
the basement of a UPSC coaching centre in
Delhi's Old Rajinder Nagar on Saturday
after it was flooded following heavy rainfall.
Coaching centres are being run from base-
mentsillepgally. It also raises questions about
the failure of the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi to desilt the dmins. Stnet action must
be taken against those responsible for the
avoidable tragedy. This kind of prave negh-
gence must not go unpunished.

RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA

Steps to simplify tax system flawed
The reduction inlong-term capital gains (LTCG)
tax on property and gold and the removal of the
indexation benefit seem like flawed efforts to
simplify the tax system. A better approach
wolld be to give the sellers and buyers a chowe
between two taxoptions: 20 per cent with index-
ation and 12.5 per cent without it. This would
prevent the seflers from demanding exctra cash
to cover tmees, check the use of black money and
hd pthosewith moderate means secure proper-
ty loans. The owners ofinherited property would
not benefit from the policy changes, despite
their long-term mvestment in maintenance.
Further, the new policy might push the middle
class to trade property more frequently to aveed
the LTCGtaxof 115 per cent. Adjusting income
taxesemptions and slabs forinflation would cre-
ate a more fair and effective tax structure.

K KUMAR, PANCHEULA

Stop youth from going astray
Most yvoungsters these days seem to lack
discipline. They remain glued to their
phone screens for much of the day. They
often stay up past midnight and wake up
late in the morning. This not only adversely
affects their academic performance butalso
takes a toll on their physical and mental
health. The onus is on their parents and
teachers to ensure that the yvoungsters
mend their ways. The need of the hour is to
engage them in productive activities.

LYSHA KAUSHAL FARIDKOT

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letters@tribunemall.com
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IPKF did the job |

;“ . :

MAJ GEN ASHOK K MEHTA (RETD)
FORMER GOC, IPKF {S0UTH)

T was exactly 37 vears
ago (July 20, 1987) that
the India-Sn Lanka
Arcomd  was  signed;
under its mandate, the
Indian Peace-Keeping Force
(IPEF) was formed and Oper-
ation Pawan was launched. Tt
took the Sri Lankan security
fomes another two decades to
end the cival war
Last week, the country cel-
ebrated 25 vears of the Kargil
‘skirmish’, the official term
used for the limited cam-
paign that was launched to
throw out Pakistani intruders
— at an avoidably high cost.
The war was fought during
the BJP-led government's
term; it exposed major defi-
ciencies in intellipence and
higher defence management
that triggered off the biggest
defence reforms through the
Kargil Review Committee
report, But India's first out-
of-area force pmojection,
masked as a padafying force
to subdue a deadly guerrilla
force (LTTE), has been con-
signed to oblivion. IPKF vet-
erans have been urging the
government for the past few
vears that they be permitted

to ‘offically commemorate’
the sacnfice of 1,172 brave-
hearts (and 3.000-0dd wound-
ed) at the National War
Memaorial with the autho-
rnsed panoply of ceremonial
honours. Therr pleas have
fallen on deaf ears; as a for-
merGOC, IPEF (South ). I am
adding my voice to theirs,

Ona visitto Colombo some
vears ago, I met the then Sri
Lankan Army Commander,
Gen Hamilton Wanasinghe,
who told me: *“Your boys did
a splendid job. Our task was
made easier as you had bro-
ken the back of the LTTE
despite yvour mission getting
mired in domestic polities of
Colombo and New Delhi.
Thanks to the IPKE we man-
aged to defeat LTTE in 2009,
even then not without Indi-
an assistance.”

On May 14, 2024, the Min-
1stry of Home Affairs extend-
ed by five vears the ban on “a
disintegrated LTTE”. It is
mstructive to recall the deeds
and dilemma of the IPKF,
which, despite a mission-
reep mandate and the
absence of strategic puidance
(armed with a British tourist
map), achieved its military
and political objectives.

After initial setbacks in
Jaffna following LTTE
SUpremo Prabhakaran
reneging on the Delhi
agreement, the IPEF, which
constituted the military
component of coercive
diplomacy, succeeded in
creating a security environ-
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PEACE ENFORCERS: The IPKF was formed under the mandate of the IndiaSri Lanka Accord,
whichwas signed on July 29, 1987, FiLE maTo

ment conducive to holding
the first-ever provincial as
well as parliamentary and
presidential elections in the
merged northeastern
region, enabled by the 13th
amendment of the S
Lankan Constitution,
Restoring the democratic
process  in msurgency-
rocked provinees entailed
gystematic marginalisation
of the LTTE, including
pushing its members mto
the jungles. Taking over
security duties in the north-
east, the IPKF freed the Sri
Lankan security forces to
eliminate Marmast JVP
{Janatha Vimukthi Peramu-
na) rebels in the south. By

A grateful Sri Lanka
has raised a war
memorial
honouring the
gallant Indian
soldiers who shed
their blood for
IS security.

degrading the LTTE's capa-
bility and motivation, the
[PEF prevented he creation
of the Eelam (separate
homeland for the Tamils),
thereby protecting the terri-
torial integrity and sover-
eignty of Sri Lanka. All this
was done despite the severe
handicap of a regime
change in Sri Lanka and
India. Then President
Jayewardene was replaced
by Premadasa, who had
engineered a secret deal
with the LTTE to evict the
[PEF. He zerved a notice on
the IPKF to vacate Sri Lan-
ka, a move that was
endorsed by then Prime
Minister VP Singh, who

succeeded Rajv Gandha.

This double jeopardy rep-
resented a clear fallure of
coercive  diplomacy and
political intelipence. But
conveniently, the IPKF was
made the scapegoat. The Sri
Lankan imbroglio required
a political antidote, and as
PM Narendra Modi recently
told Russian President
Viadimir Putin: *The solu-
tion to any war does not lie
on the battlefield”. Op
Pawan was the first triser-
vice campaign with a joint
command and overall force
commander. In their new
book on the IPKF Vahiant
Deeds - Undying Memories,
Col Atul Kochhar and Col
Ravi Nair recall the gal-
lantry and bravery of the
force. One Param Vir
Chakra and Uttam Yudh
Seva Medal each, six Maha
Vir Chakras and 93 Vir
Chakras, besides other
medals, were won by the
force consisting of four
infantry divisions (70,000
personnel) supported by the
artillery, a tank regiment,
special forces, paramilitary
forces, combat helicopters,
the IAF and the Navy A
prateful Sri Lanka has
raised a war memorial hon-
ouring the gallant Indian
soldiers who shed their
blood for its security.

A group of committed vet-
erans has been waging
another battle in the corri-
dors of South Block, calling
for recognition of Op Pawan

In Sri Lanka desplte heavy odds

as an honourable and suc-
cessful military campaign
where Indian peacekeepers
became peace enforeers.
The performance of sokdiers
15 measured by acts of val-
our and gallantry, which are
commemorated regardless
of victory or defeat. The
British-led campaign In
Gallipoh during World War 1
was an acclaimed fuasco.
Yet, Australia and New
Zealand (Indian units were
also involved) commemo-
rate it on April 25 annually.
The UUS honours its brave
soldiers who fought in Viet-
nam on March 29 Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus com-
memorate the Afghanmistan
expedition on February 15.
And the list goes on. Op
Pawan was a military sue-
cess, even though there was
a political and diplomatic
failure. In India, the wars of
1971 {liberation of
Bangladesh) and 1999
(Kargil) are offiaally com-
memaorated and celebrated.
IPEF veterans recently
wrote to the Service Chiefs
and the Mimnister of State for
Defence and have received
the reply: “the matter is
under consideration”. They
want ‘official recognition’
and declaration of July 29as
the date of commemoration,
besides an enlisted bugler to
play the Last Post in memo-
ry of their fallen comrades.
Operation Pawan was defi-
nitely neither a minor oper-
ation nor just a skirmish,

Stagnation impeding Raﬂways eﬁoﬁs to address new challenges

I

SARABJIT ARJAN SINGH
FORMER GM, RAILWAYS

HE political justifi-
cation for merging
the mibwvay budget
with the Union
Budget in 2017
was ostensibly to streamline
thefinanoial framework ofthe
govemment. It was expected
to improve financial planning
and the allocatiom of resources
across different sectors, It
would potentially lead to the
synchronisation of mibvay
policies with other infrastnie-
ture sectors, resulting in the
coordinated development of
transport infrastructure,
which 15 crucial for hohstic
economic development.

To what extent these objec-
tives have been achieved is
still an open question, but it
has made the Raihways a full
partner in the mfrastructure
development initiative. This
has led to the mvestment of
ever larger sums in the Rail-
ways, with the objectrves of
enhancing  freijght  prowth,
infrastructure upgrades and
safety enhancements,

As part of this nfrastructure
development mitiative, this
vear s rallway budget has a
capital expenditure allocation
of Rs 262 lakh crore, the high-

provided in last vear's budget.
These allocations are signifi-

cantly above the Bs 28174
cure provided in the 2013-14
budget. Such large mvest-
ments should have shown up
in an increase in the market
share of the Railways, but that
has not happened. Nar has the
situation improved in the pas-
senger sector Walting hists still
remain, and coaches continue
o be overcowded even
though the passenger market
share of the Indian Railways
(IR} is faling The milway
budget makes no mention of
henwr these issues, especially the
steadyerosion of market share,
will be addressed.

Why the hupe mvestment
has not shown up in a rise in
the market share ofthe IR 15 a
hit of a mystery. On the other
hand, when it comes to roads, a
similar level of investment is
visible m a larger and
mmproved road network, In the
1950s, the market share of the
Raihways stood at 85 percent. It
was, however, clear that this
was nothing but the concomi-
tant outcome of the undevel-
oped mad network and would
start shrinking as the economy
grewy and the mad network
expanded. Based onthe espen-
ence of some deveoped coun-
tries, it was felt that the Rail-
ways should move to holding
on to 40 to 50 per cent of the
share by evolving appropriate
marketing and network devel-
opment strategies. To enable
the Railways to maintain a
market share of 40 to 50 per
cent, the noemental loading
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LIFELINE: The Railways, the main modeof transport ater Independence, has helped build theecononmy, oo

growth rate. If the Raillways
had been able to achieve this,
its market share would have
stabilised around 40 to 50 per
cent. This change should
have taken place in the
1990=. But it did not, and the
growth continued to be 1.5
per cent lower than the eco-
nomic growth rate, resulting
in a steady dechne in the
Railways' market share,

Im 2001, it was around 36 per
cent. And today, it is hovenng
amund 20 per cent. And it
seems that the govemment,
despite pumping in huge
amounts, is unable to reverse
the trend This 1s quite a seri-
ous 1ssue because, in order to
reduce logistic costs and car-
bon emissions, the Raibvays
needs to move at keast 40 per
cent of the indand freipht
demand by 2030. This 15 a
huge challenge for the reason
that the consolidated in-land

14 Would you like {3.5) B

Without a vision, the
Railways cannot
determine which of
the past methods
and rules it
should retain
and which it
should jettison.

metne tonnes). And if the
Raibways 15 targeted to move
45 per cent of i, the IR will
have to ramp up s capacity to
moving 3,700 MMT from the
current 1,539 MMT by 2030,
This requires the IR to grow
by 15.7 per cent CAGH {com-
pound annual prowth rate).
This is a tall order The budg-
et doruments give no clue on
how the IR proposes to
achieve this or why the huge
capital expenditure fails to
mcrease the market share,
The problem of falling mar-
ket share seems to be perenni-
al. It has been declining since
the 1360s, suggesting that the
Railways has some broad
structural problems that need
to be fioced. In away, these has
been recopnised. TheIlRisone
of those organisations thathas
been the sulbject of study by
numerous committees and
commissions before and after
Independence. The first one
was the Robertson committee

of 1902, And the last onemn the
series of panels was the 2014
Bibek Debroy committee on
raibway reforms. Where do we
fo from here? It 15 one of
those difficult questions,
especially when so many
expert committees have not
been able to find an answer to
pet the IR out of the rut. This
does not mean that all is lost.
But it does bring home the
need to re-look at what the IR
has been doing right and what
it is petting wrong,

The IR. the main mode of
transport after Independence,
has helped build the economy:
It 15 still capable of doing so,
provaded its structure is adapt-
ed to confront the novelty of
the new technologies and the
resultant complexdties. Tt is
olear that there has been adrift
that has led to stagnation
because of a lack of vision on
heorwy to address the novelties,

Without a vimion, the Rail-
ways cannot determine which
of the past methods and niles
it should retain and which
ones it should jettison to
become the premer mode of
transport of the 215t century.

This lack of vision is pethaps
one of the reasons why the
Ralways has not been able to
address the issues, restraining
it from plaving its due role in
the economic development of
this country and raising the
market share, What should
this vision centreon? Itshould
forus on changing the nile
stnucture of the organisation.
After all, it is rules, formal and
informal, as Nobel laureate
Douglas North puts it, that
oonstmin human behaviour

And these rules evolve in
accordance with the intention-
ality of those who make them.
Intentionahty is the product of
social learning and how it
shapes the structural fhounds
tion of the organisation and its
capacity to adapt to changing
croumstances,

The IR suffers from various
mstahilities. They come from
the very short tenures of the
board members and the con-
stant change in ministers,
which is mevitable ina demo-
cratic systern. A new minister
brings m hisorherown inten-
tionalities, which have an
mmpact on how the rules are
mterpreted. It may explain
why the market share has
been eroding. The current
Railway Minister, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, is confronted with
the problem of addressing the
endless novelty of 1ssues aris-
ng from the moreasing come
plexities of the IR's evolving
technical and market emamon-
ments. These problems will
only mount as new technolo-
pies like AT {(artificial intelk-
gence) bring in fresh come
pleadties. He is already facing
that problem with new sig-
nalling systems, which have
led to accudents. Besdes,
many decsion-makers do not
even understand the ‘true’
nature of these issues, A chal-
lenge for the minister, hence,
is to bnng in new decsion-
makers, who have a better
understanding How  he
addresses these issues will
determine, to a great extent,
how successful he will be in
reverzsing the trend of the
falling market share.
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Kangra tea farmers allege losses, Govtinitiatives resulted in
improved tourist foottall

LaniT MoHAN
DHARAMSALA, JULY 28
Tea farmers of Kangra are
suffering losses as they say
there is lack of demand for
their produce from
exporters in Kolkata market.
sSources here said Kangra
tea, which fetched an aver-
age price of Rs 400 per kg
last yvear, was getting price
from Rs 150-200 per kg now.
The farmers are alleging
that they were forced to
resort to distress sale as the
exporters, who used to be
the primary buyvers of Kan-
gratea, are not willing to buy
it due to reduced demand in
international market.
Amanpal Singh, manager
of atea estate, the biggesttea
garden of Dharamsala, said
that this year exporters were
not buying Kangra tea. Many
lots of tea were Iving unsold
in warehouses of Kolkata,
Tea farmers are being foreed
to sell their produce in dis-
tress at prices ranging from
Rs 150 to Rs 200 per kg.
Crash in prices had doubled
the losses this vear. Initially,
the farmers suffered due to
loss of production bacause
of lack of rain and high tem-
peratures in the months of

say torced to resort to distress sale

RUE LACK OF GOVT SUPPORT
B Farmers saythat tea, which in intermational market.
fetched T400 per kg last ® Farmers rue of lack of sup-
year, was getting price from port from the state govt
R G T e B Tea board has suggested
B Exporters are not willing to state government to help
buydue to reduced demand farmers sell their produce

PRODUCTION HIT BY LACK OF RAINS

@8 Prices of Kangra tea have crashed due to changed
international scenario and poor demand in
international market. The farmers suffered double loss
A as tea production was reduced by about 20 percent
B duetohigh temperature and lack of rains in May and

. June. The state government has been urged to support

BEYS
| the teafamers for selling their produce locally. ®®

Sunday. PHOTO : KAMAL JEET

Workers pluck leaves at a tea garden in Dharamsala on

Tea Board of India official

May of June and now due to
crash in prices.

Kz Butail, another leading
tea farmer from Palampur
region of Kangra, said that
the Kangra tea cannot sus-
tain without pgovernment
support. The state govern-
ment does not allow any oth-
er activity on land of tea gar-
dens in Kangra but also does
not support the tea farmers
of the state. “We had given
sugpgestions to the povern-
ment that they should be
provided warehouse facility
in Kangra for keeping their
produce. Presently, since no

warehouse facility 15 avail-
able for tea in the state, the
farmers are forced to sell
ther pmoduce to warehouses
in Kolkata. The farmers had
also demanded that the state
government should help
them sell their produce local-
lytothe tounsm department
and at other government
outlets, However, till date no
support has come from the
state povernment,” he said.
Abhimanyu Sharma from
the Tea Board of India office
in Palampur said that prices
of Kangra tea had crashed
due to changed internation-

CPM condemns state govt's
decision to hike bus tare

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 28

The Commumst Party of
India (Marxist) has con-
demned the state govern-
ment's decision to hike bus
fares from a minimum of Bs
atoRs 12 whichisa 145 per
cent increase, and demand-
ed its rollback.

The CPMhas also lambast-
ed the decision to hike 50 per
cent increase in school bus
rental fee by the Himachal
Road Transport Corporation
(HRTC), as well as therise in
rates for subsidised Yellow
Card, Smart Card, and Sam-
man Cand schemes.

In a press statement issued
here, CPM district secretary
Sanjay Chauhan said due to

the absence of railway lines
in the state, public bus serv-
ice remains the sole means of
transportation in both rural
and urban areas. Therefore,
any hike in bus fares would
disproportionately affect var
s segments of society,
especially farmers, labour
ers, students, employees,
women and yvouth.

“The government justifies
the hike by claiming that it
15 necessary to support the
HERETC, but this reflects a
poliey of privatisation in the
transport sector, leading to
continuous reductions in
bus numbers and routes in
the public sector, while pri-
vate operators are granted
permits primarily on prof-
itable routes,” he said.

*The substantial increase in
bus fares, particularly in
urban areas like Shimla,
which 15 already struggling
with severe traffic problems,
15 anticipated to have a signaf-
1cantly adverse impact. Hik-
ing bus fare might encourage
people to prioritise private
vehides for sechool, office and
other purposes. This willonly
worsen the traffic and pollu-
tion problems in the town,”
said Chauhan.

He added that privatisa-
tion of transport services
has not vielded favourable
results globally and many
countries are now transi-
tioning from private to pub-
lic sector operation, even
offering free transport serv-
ices in several cities
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al scenarin and poor
demand in international
markets. He said this vear
the farmers suffered double
loss as tea production was
reduced by about 20 per
vent due to high tempera-
ture and lack of rains in the
months of May and June,
Abhimanyu said the state
government had been
ur ged that it should support
the tea farmers for selling
their produce locally. A sug-
gestion has been made that
the gtate  Fovernment
should have an outlet in
Golden Temple complex in

Amritsar for helping farm-
ers sell their tea to devotees
coming there. Besides, it
can also be sold in temples
of Himachal, he said.

Arcording to experts, the pro-
duction of Kangra tea has fall-
en tojust § lakh kg per annum
agamnst 17 lakh kg per annum
recorded in 1998. The said pro-
duction 15 just 01 per cent of
the total 90 milbon kg produc-
tion tea in the country. Though
the tea has its own Geographi-
cal Indicator (GI) that is also
recognized by the European
Union the fammers prowing it
are suffering losses,

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 28

A little over one crore
tourists have wisited the
state in the first six months
this vear. The number is
maore than the tourist footfall
in the corresponding period
in 2022, when 8642 lakh
tourists visited the state.

Attributing the increase
in tourist footfall to the
sueccessful initiatives and
promotions by the Sukhu
government, a pgovern-
ment spokesperson says
the current government
has development robust
infrastructure for the
tourism industry.

“Road network and air
connectivity are being
strengthened. The expan-
sion of Kangra Airport is
underway, while heliports
are being constructed in
every district headquarters
to ensure better air connec-
tivity. The construction
work on five heliports has
already started. The San-
jauli heliport would be
made functional shortly to
ensure better air connectiv-
ity to Shimla,” said Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
singh Sukhu.

As per the tourism depart-

o8 The expansion of Kangra Airport is
underway, while heliports are being
constructed in every district
headquarters to ensure better air

- connectivity. The construction work on
five heliports has already started. The

Sanjauli heliport would be made functional shortly
to ensure better air connectivity to Shimla. *®

Sukhvinder Singh Sukthu, cHErF WssTER

ment's data, 89 lakh
tourists visited the state in
the first half of 2018, 99.57
lakh in 2019, 22.04 lakh in
2020, 1975 lakh in 2021, and
86.42 lakh in 2022 *“The
Congress government has
prioritized tourism develop-
ment, recognizing its cru-
cial role in strengthening
the state's economy. New
tourist destinations are
being developed in Chan-
dratal. Kaza and Tandi of
Lahaul-Spiti as well as
Rackchham, Nako, Chango
and Khab of Kinnaur dis-
trict. Addtionally, a Sky
Walk Bridge wall be con-
structed in the popular
tourist spot Hassan Valley
near EKufrl,” said the
spokesperson.

Aiming to attract nearly
five crore tourists annual-
lyv in the hill state, the gov-
ernment 15  promoting
adventure tourism. reli-

gious tourism, and rural
tourism to offer visitors a
memorable experience,

In the 2024-25 Budpget,
the Chief Minster has out-
lined its vision for a pros-
perous and ‘self-reliant’
Himachal over the next 10
vears, with a key focus on
making the state a premier
tourist destination, Accord-
ing to the spokesperson,
Kangra district has been
declared the Tourism Cap-
ital of the state through
substantial infrastructure
developments.

Additionally; water
tourism activities are set to
begin at Gobind Sagar
reservoir in Bilaspur dis-
trict and Androuli in Una.
In a bid to promote tourism
in the Pong Dam area, the
government plans to boost
hot air ballooning activities,
aimed at bolstering the
local economy,

Flash flood devastates Miyar valley of Lahaul-Spiti

35 families affected, shifted to safer places; irrigation canals, school building damaged

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, JULY 28
In arecentincident of flood-
ing at Karpat Nallah in the
remote Myar valley of tribal
district Lahaul and Spiti,
nearly 13 bigha of agricul-
tural land belonging to local
villagers was heavily silted
last evening, resulting in
significant crop damage.
The flooding occurred sud-
denly, prompting villagers
to evacuate swiftly to safe-
guard their hves.
Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate  {SDM)} Udaipur,
Keshav Ram, stated that
the affected villagers were
relocated to safer areas.
Fortunately, no loss of life
was reported nor major
property was damaged. In
response to the crisis, a
relief and rescue team was
immediately sent to the
spot. The administration
has ensured that all 35
affected families are pro-
vided arrangements for
food and accommodation.
Lahaul and Spiti MLA
Anuradha Rana today vis-
ited Karpat village to
inspect the extent of the
damage. She noted that

Wet spell |

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 28

Light to moderate rain
occurred at many places
and heavy rain at isolated
places over the state during
last 24 hours. Joginderna-
gar receved the highest
rainfall (90mm), followed by
Dhaulakuan (70m) Naina
Devi (60mm), Palampur
{60mm), Sarahan (40mm).

As per the forecast issue
by the weather depart-
ment, the precipitation is
likely to continue over the
next six days in the state
till Aupgust 3.

On August 1 and 2, the
intensity of the precipita-
tion 15 likely to increase fur-
ther  Accordingly, the
department has i1ssued
orange alert for these two
days for heavy to very heavy
rain at isolated places.

Due to the latest spell of
precipitation, a car was
buried in alandslide at Pan-
thaghati 1in Shimla last
night. The car was parked
on the roadside when the
incident happened.

There has been no large

while the primary losses
include damage to agricul-
tural land and crops, some
government infrastructure
was also affected MLA
Rana assured that com-
pensation for the agricul-
tural losses would be
arranged promptly.
“Immediate relief steps
have been initiated, includ-

-
i
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ing the provision of relief
shelters, ration material and
water supply. The adminis-
tration will soon conduct a
survey to look into the rea-
sons of the flash floods. This
assessment will  puide
future preparation amd
action needed to prevent
similar incadents,” the MLA
assured the affected people.

ikely to continue till Aug 3

.ﬂ.idl i 1 (- - "

The structure badly damaged by the flash flood; and (R) MLA Anuradha Rana visits Kat pat village in Myar valley in Lahauland Spiti on Sundany.

According to SDM Eeshav
Ram, the estimated damape
to property was around Rs
2.0 crore. The flooding has
caused substantial damage
to infrastructure, including
four irrigation canals, a vet-
erinary dispensary build-
ing, public toilets and a pri-
mary school buldng. A
detailed evaluation of the
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People use umbrellas to protect themselves during rain at the Ridge in Shimla on Sunday.

change In minimum and
maximum  temperatures
during the last 24 hours.

Average mimimum and
maxmum  temperatures
.

were above normal.
Onverall, the state has so far
sustained damage of around
Rz 411 crore in the mon-
soons season. The maximum

damapge has been reported
b the PWD, which is around
Rs 172 crore, followed by the
horticulture sector worth
around Rs 130 cmore.

damage to other govern-
ment property is currently
underway.

“The authorities were at
the site today, working to
address the 1mmediate
needs and concerns of the
affected residents and to
assess and mitigate the
impact of the flooding,” the
SDM said

NHAl urged to
build flyovers at
villages on
Manali highway

MANDI, JULY 28

The residents of Dadour and
Nagchala in Mandi district
have urged the National
Highways Authority of India
{(NHAT) to construct flvovers
on the Kiratpur-Manal four-
lane road, which passes
thmugh both villages.

According to the locals,
since the construction of the
four-lane road, several acci-
dents have taken place at
Nagchala and the Dadour
Chowk, resulting in loss of life
and property. Therefore, they
have urged the NHAT to build
flyvovers in these villages.

BR Kaundal a social
activist, sad the Dadour
Chowk connected roads from
all sides. One road led to Ner-
chowk, while the other led to
Baggi, Besides, the other two
roads led to Mandi and Kirat-
pur After the construction of
the fourdane road, the move-
ment of wvehides had
increased manifold. and it
had become risky for people
to eross it, he added. — TNS
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Terrorist groups in touch with
each other, Pak handlers: Intel

Coordinate to launch combined ops against security forces

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMU, JULY 28

While security forces contin-
ue search operations in the
forest areas of the region to
eliminate the ultras who
have infiltrated from Pak-
istan, intelhpence agencies
have unearthed that sepa-
rate groups of terrorists
moving upper reaches of the
Jammu division often com-
municate with each other,
directly or indirectly:

Arcording to intelligence
reports, at least 40-50 ultras
are moving inthe forest areas
of Kathua, Reasi, Udhampur,
Rajouri, Poonch and Doda
districts of the division. These
ultras, who stay in groups of 2-
4 persons, do not move
together They sometimes
coordinate to lunch com-
bined operations against
security formres.

Intelligence agences have
found that some of the
groups of these ultras have
high-frequency communica-
tion devices, which mosthy
remain undetected. They
also  use communication
applications on  mobile
phones of Owver Ground

FILE PHOTO

T o

BSF personnel stand guard nearthe Intemational Border in Jammu.,

HIGH-FREQUENCY
DEVICES

W itel agenicies have fond that
some of the groups of these

ultras have highirequency
oommunication devices

B They also use communication
apps oncellphonesof DGWs
whenever they meetthem.

B The communication is muosthy
donewith Pak-based handlers
who further contact terrorists
inather areas for coordination
armong these groups.

Workers {OGWs) whenever
they meet them. The commu-
nication is mostly done with
Pakistan-based handlers who
further contact temrorists in
other areas for coordination
among these groups.

The mtelligence agencies
have arrested several OGWs
m the recent times. Details
from  their  cellphones
revealed that ultras were
using mobile applications for
communication. 50, they
remain undetected by the
agencies. The apps are delet-
ed from mobile phones after
being used by ultras.

“Due to the sophisticated
means of communication, the

security forces are not able to
detect the movement of these
termorists. Years agowhen ter-
ronsts used to have mobile or
satellite phones, their location
was revealed. However, with
the advancement of technolo-
gy and reach of Internet even
mthe niral areas of J&K they
remain invisible to the
forees,” said a senior official
in the Rajouri police.

The apencies have also
found that more than one
group was present duning an
ambush on a bus of pilgrims
on June 9 in Reasi and attack
on two Army vehicles on July
g in Billawar of Kathua, Over
three terronsts were presentat

the spot during these attacks
indicating that it was the
handmwvork of more than one
group who separated after the
attack and apparently went in
different directions. Nine pil-
grims were killed in the Reasi
attack. while five soldiers died
in the Kathua attack.

“These terrorists are com-
municating drectly or indi-
rectly with each other with
help of Pak handlers. They
seem to be highly trained in
remaining dis guised in forest
areas. It is clear that they have
local support due to which
they have been able to sustain
for long time,” a source in the
Army intelligence said.

Jointsearchop
launchedin

Poonch, Reasi

JAMMU, JULY 28

Security forces have
launched joint search opera-
tions in the border and
mountainous areas of Jam-
mu and Kashmir's Poonch
and Reasi districts after
recerving information about
suspicious movements, offi-
aals said on Sunday.

The forces are on high alert
and have urged residents to
report any suspicious activi-
ties in their localities.

The officials said a mas-
sive joint search operation
was initiated early Sunday
in several areas along the
Line of Control (LoC) near
the Salotri-Mangnar for-
ward area of Poonch district.

They added that there
was intelligence about the
suspected movements
along the LoC, following
which thorough searches
imvolving a substantial
number of Army CRPE
and Special Operations
Group (S0G) personnel
were launched covering
VArlous areas,

Similarly, in Reasi district,
police and security forces
launched & cordon and
search operation in the
Dadoya area of Poni after a
woman reported seeing two
suspicious individuals on
the outskirts of the village,
officials said. — PT1

J-K Congress discusses Assembly poll strategy

SRINAGAR, JULY 28

The Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee met here on Sunday to
discuss  the fortheoming
Assembly elections in the
Union Territory.

Tariy Hamid Karra, chair-
man of the committee, said
the meeting also addressed
whether to contest the
Assembly eledions in an
allzance or not.

“The Political Affairs

Committee meeting, which
15 in progress, has been
called to discuss and delib-
erate the issues pertaining
to the Assembly elections
in Jammu and Kashmir
and the issues of people
that need to be addressed
through the poll mani-
festn,” he said.

“There was a mood for
alliances in the Parliamen-
tary elections. Today, we
are discussing whether we

should continue  the
alliance and, if ves, in what
form. Some people, who
were rejected in the Parlia-
mentary elections, have
also approached us. We are
deliberating all aspects.”
Karra said.

The Congress leader said
the party had formed mani-
festo committees, The com-
mittees had been tasked to
identify the issues of people
that need to be addressed.

*We will be giving guar-
antees, which are work-
able. We will not talk about
anvthing that we cannot
do. Some people are mak-
ing promises just for the
sake of popularity” he said.

On the increase mn terror
attacksin the Jammu region,
Karra said it was unfortunate
and a matter of concern.

“Tall claims of the govern-
ment and the LG administra-
tion have fallen flat. These

attacksinJammu, which was
hitherto militancy-free, are
unfortunate and a matter of
concern,” he said.

Karra said the povern-
ment must revisit its policy
on how to deal with the sit-
uation in Jammu and Kash-
mir and its people.

“We have been saying this
for the past 10 vears that jingo-
15m 15 not going to work. The
government needs to revasit
its policy,” he said — PTI

Valleyreelsunder intense heatwave
Sees hottest July day in 25 yrs, Srinagar records 36.2°C

SRINAGAR, JULY 28

Kashmir has been reeling
umder intense heatwave
with several places in the
valley recording their high-
est July temperature in 25
YEears on Sunday:

According to the meteoro-
logical office here, Snnagar
city recorded a high of 36.2
degrees Celsius on Sunday
This was hottest July day
since July 9. 1999 when the
mercury had settled at 37
degrees Celsius.

The hottest July day in Sri-
nagar was recorded on July
10, 1946 with mercury rising
to 38.3 degrees Celsius.

Qazipund and Kokernag
towns m south Kashmir also
recorded their hottest July
day on Sunday Qangund
noted a maxamum tempera-
ture of 35.6 degrees Celsius,
beating the previous high of
a4.5 degrees Celsius record-
ed on July 11, 1953,

In Enkernag, the mercury

Adried-up portion of the Jhelum on a hot summer day in Srinagar, rELTERS

MET PREDICTS RAIN

®The Met has forecast ﬁpelll of rain at isolated ﬁléce& of
the Kashmir valley over the next 24 hours, which is
expected to bring down the mercury.

rose to 34.1 degrees Celsius,
against the previous or 33.3
depgrees Celsius recorded on
July 3 this year.

The mercury in this south
Kashmir town had touched
33 degrees only once earlier

on July 8, 1993,

The Met has forecast spell
of min at 1solated places of
the Kashmir vallev over the
next 24 hours, which is
expected to bring down the
mercury, — PT1

Govt scraps auction
of J&Klithium mine

KEW DELHI, JULY 28

The government has
serapped the auction of three
eritical mineral blocks,
including a lthum mine in
Jammu and Kashmir under
the third tranche of sale of
mines due to a lowerthan-
required numbser of bidders.

The auction is a part of the
government's push towards
cleaner alternatives and self-
relianee in ertical mineral
supplies.

The three blocks are Salal-
Haimna Lithium, Titanmm
and Bauxte (Aluminous
Laterte) Block in Jammu
and Kashmir, Muskaniva-
Gareriatola-Barwari Potash
block in Jharkhand and
Kurumjakulam  Graphite
block in Tamil Nadu.

The auction was annulled as
the “required number of bids
as per the mineral auction
rules have not been recetved”,
accomding to a notice by the
Mines Ministry:

The ministry, on March 14,
put on sale seven erntical min-
eral blocks in the thind round
of auction. The blocks that
received less than three bids
in the first tranche were noti-
fied under this mund.

These seven blocks pertain
to critical minerals such as
Glauconite, Graphite, Nickel,
PGE, Potash, Lithium, and
Titanium and are spread
across the states of Bihar,
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh and the Union
Terrtory of Jammu and
Kashmir. — PT1

Three bodies
foundinDal

Lakeidentified,
probeunderway

SRINAGAR, JULY 28

The bodies ofa woman and two
children recovered from the
Dal Lake m Snnagar city hiave
beenidentified said offictal son
sunday. The police sad the
bodies recovered were of a
mother and her two children
and they belonged to the Ram-
The bodies were refneved from
the foreshore area of Dal Lake
on Saturday evening following
which the police inihated fur-
ther proceedings,

“They were residents of the
Goal area in Ramban district.
Preliminary investigation sug-
pests that this could be the
case of suiade by drowning,
but a conclusion will be made
once the probe 15 completed.”
sai the officials. —IANS

Jaishankar, Blinken discuss
Ukraine war; regional issues

Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun in New York. It 1s not
immediately clear
whether PM Modi's visit
to Russia and the murder-
for-hire plot figured in the
Jaishankar-Blinken talks.
One of the accused Nikhil
Gupta was arrested in the
Czech  Republie and
deported to the US a few
weeks ago,

In a post on X, Jais-
hankar said Blinken and
he had a wide-ranging dis-

cussion on regional and
global issues. “Great to
catch up with Secretary
Blinken in Tokyo today,”
he said.

“Our bilateral agenda
progresses steadily. Also
had a wide-ranging dis-
cussion on regional and
global i1ssues. Look for-
ward to attending the
Quad FFM (foreign minis-
ters’ meeting ) tomorrow,”
Jaishankar added.

Earlier in Tokyvo, Jais-

hankar started his visit by
unveiling a bust of Mahat-
ma Gandhi “Bapu's
achievements continue to
inspire us to this day and
his message of peace and
non-violence 15 timeless.
His principles are even
more relevant today when
the world sees so much

conflict, tension and
polarisation,” said Jais-
hankar The minister
thanked local Mavor

Takeshi Saito.

Educationin tatters, 28 Gurdaspur..

stricken kids, education is a
bridge between poverty and
riches, misery and hope,”
said Harfinder Singh Wadala
Banpger. president of the
Democeratic Teachers Front
(DTF). This union keeps a
close watch on the working
of schools,

Teachers off the record
admit that schools of all the
four border area education
block s — Kalanaur, Dorangla
and Dera Baba Nanak (1 and
2)—are in a shambles.

The EKalanaur senior sec-
ondary school, desipnated as
a smart school, is sympto-
matic of the condition of all
border schools. The post of
Prinaipal here hasbeen lyving
vacant for the past more than
three yvears. There are nine
senior  secondary  schools
which are functioning with-
out Principals. Here, lectur-
ers are acting as Prinadpals.

Teachers claim a wrong
precedent is being  set
because a lecturer has to
teach his subject to class-
es. When he is forced to sit
on the Principal’s chair, he
15 bogged down by files
pertaining to administra-
tive work.

On the face of it., the

KIDS COMING FOR FREE MEAL

B The free midday meal scheme is boasting student numbers. By
a consenative estimate, B0 percent of childendo not cometo
study. They, Infact, come to consume the midday meal. Hunger
isthe force that dives them toschool, unmindful of the distance

enrolment aspect in pri-
mary schools looks good.
But scrateh the surface a
bit and it becomes clear
that it 15 only the free mid-
day meal scheme that is
boosting the numbers.

By a conservative esti-
mate, 80 per cent of chil-
dren do not come to study.
They, in fact, come to con-
sume the mid-day meal
Hunger is the force that
drives them to school.
unmindful of the distance,

“Poor parents do not like
the idea of their kids going
to school. However, when
we tell them their children
will get free food once a day,
the arpuments cease.
Instead of sending kids
with their fathers to do
labour the next day, moth-
ers themselves bnng their
children to schools.” said a
primary teacher,

The government, instead
of extending a helping hand,
is adding to the chaos by

burdening teachers with
non-teaching activities.
They are often designated as
Booth-Level Officers (BLO)
following which election-
related work 15 forced upon
them. They also have to
attend to other tasks like
keeping a record of the mid-
day meal process, attending
to directives sent by the Dis-
trirt Education Officer
{(DEO) and deleting wvotes
from the voters list. At times
when floods ravage the area,
they are put on damage-
assessment duty,

Teachers unions have been
vehemently protesting that
tutors should be exempted
from such duties. Instead,
unions insist, such duties
should be assigned to non-
teaching emplovees.

A seniwor education officer
sald the department was
aware of all these problems.
“We are n the process of
streamlining the entire sys-
tem.” she said.

FROM PAGE 1

Tax clearance certificate..

necessary to obtain a tax
clearance certificate, will be
required to obtain such a
certificate.

The ministry said that the
Income Tax Department
through a 2004 notification
has specified that the tax
clearance certificate might
be required to be obtained
by persons domiciled in
India only in certain cir-
cumstances.

These include — where
the person i1s involved in
gserious financial irrepgulari-
ties and his presence is nec-
essary in the investigation
of cases under the Income
Tax Act or the Wealth Tax
Act and it is likely that a tax
demand wall be raised
agamst him, or where the
person  has direet tax

arrears exceeding Rs 10
lakh outstanding against
him, which have not been
staved by any authority.

The IT Department said
that a person could be
asked to obtain a tax clear-
ance certificate only after
recording the reasons for
the same and after taking
approval from the Principal
Chief Commissioner of
Income Tax or Chief Com-
missioner of Income Tax

such a certificate  is
required to be issued by
the income tax authority,
stating that such person
has no lhabilities under the
Income Tax Act, or the
Wealth Tax Act, 1957, or the
Gift Tax Act, 1958, or the
Expenditure Tax Act, 1987,
it added. PTI

Chandigarh college etches..

and demonstratesthe flusion of
simple and complex patterns
through basic shapes hke
squares, cirdes and tnangles
in vanous confipurations for
flooring pattems,” Bagga says.

It took the team frequent
visits of the Rashtrapati Bha-
van sinte 2021 to accomplish
the project. They often
worked beyvond sunset hours
as mapping of floors was pos-
sible only afterthe official tim-
mngs at the President’s house.

“The work involved molling
up of floor covenngs, incdud-
ing carpets, and removing fur-
niture to capture a complete
floor peometry with an aenal
picture or spreading a trace
sheet to actually draw a floral
reometry by sitting on the
floor,” Bagga explains.

The second wvolume also

contams four semunal writ-
ings to contrnbute to histoneal
scholarship about the design
philosophy and the socio-cul-
tural chimate inwhich work of
Lutvens was set in India. It
starts with Bagga's lead essay
which uses ahistoncal lens to
gare at the construction of
New Delhi, King George Vs
decision to relocate the Bntish
Empire's capital to a central
and secure location; the ool
laboration  between Edwin
Lutyens and Herbert Baker in
designing the new capital
with Lutyvens forusing on the
Vicemy's House and Baker
on the secretariats.

Asked whether the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan design was pure-
by colomial, the tearn said no.

“It has the mfluence of Indi-
an armchitectural elements,

induding Hindu, Buddhast
and Mughal motifs. Lutyens
combined European and Indi-
an traditions, deploying grids
and geometric symmetry to
create the layout of Lutyens’
Delhi, showeasing a fusion of
modernity and tradition,”
CCA students Anav Sharma

The President’s secretariat
hosted the CCA team at Pea-
cock Apartments, a set of styl-
ish, fully-furnished service
apartments equipped with a
small kitrhenette each, a gym
around the corner a swim-
ming pool and a restaurant.
These apartments were added
to the Rashtmpati Bhavan
estate in July 2014 for the use
of sendor officers, aides-de-
camp to the President and
special visitors,

BBMB mulls mini dams at Bhakra, Pongreservoirs

existing rivulet providing
some water inflow or a gorge
that can provide a suitable
head to run turbines, Water
from the main reservoir is
pumped into the reservoir,
which then flows back
thmugh the turbines.
Themini dams may mnge in
gsize up to 100 ft in height and
400 £t in length and one such
dam may be able to genemte
up to 1,500 MW depending
upon the available head and
numberof turbines that can be
mnstalled. In companson, the

Bhakra Dam, which is T41-foot
high and 1,700-footlong, has an
nstalled capacity of 1,325 MW
According to BEMB officials,
a tmes when the power
demand is low, surplus power
can be used to pump up the
water to higher reservoirs,
thereby creating an “enerpy
storagejust ke a glant battery”.
When the demand increases,
this stored energy can instantly
generate dectnoty. The start-
up time for a PSP 15 T5-120 sec-
onds as compared to sbeld
haurs for a themmal plant.

“Traditionally, PSPs are
power ntensive as electriaty
is consumed to pump water
up to the higher reservoir, but
the use of solar power can off-
set this cost.” the offical sad.
Though established to gener-
ate hydropower, the BEMB
has recently fomved nto
solar power generation and 15
in the process of setting up
floating and ground-mount-
ed solar plants at its reser-
voirs and project offices.

The BEME officials said
though the PSPs were tech-

Delhi coaching centre deaths spark outrage..

saying though it was in pow-
er in the muniapal body for
15 wvears, i1t neglected the
city's drainage system. “Our
government has been in
power for the last one year
and we are working on the
drainage. Ido not wantto get
into any blame game. I want
that there should be an
impartial investigation and
strict action taken against

those responsible” Rajinder
MNapgar MLA and MCD in-
charge Durgesh Pathak said.

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi,
while expressing condolences
to the wictims' families,
refrained from directly target-
ng the AAP govemment.
“This tragedy 15 a4 gFrim
reminderof the need fora stonct
enforcement of safety repula-

tions. My heart goes out to the
bereaved families” he said in
post on X

BJP MP Anurag Thakur
questioned, “What has AAP
done to Delhi? In the Nation-
al Capital three promising
yvouths drowned in a base-
ment. Arvind EKejriwal has
brought Delhi tothis state. Is
this the city of lakes that
AAPenvisioned?"

nicallyviable there were sev-
eral associated 1ssues such as
willingness of the state poy-
ernments concerned, alloca-
tion of land, particdpation of
other technical and commer-
cial entities, environmental
factors and funding that
would have to be addressed.
The BEME's estimation for
P5Ps around Bhakra and
Pong is about Rs 6,000 crore.

P5Ps are not new to India
and eapght such projects are
already running in central and
southern India with a com-

bined installed capacity of
4,745 MW Several other proj-
erts In vanous parts of the
countryare also in the pipeline.

The Central Electricity
Authority has estimated the
purnped storage hydro poten-
tial in India to be about 103
gigawatt, In 2023, the Ministry
of Power had issued guide-
lines to pomotedevelopment
of PSPs in the country. World-
wide, the installed PSP capac
ity 15 around 1756 pigawatt,
with China, Japan and the US
being the top three.

‘Can’tforgetPM'ssecuritybreach...

government that is mmple-
menting it,” he caimed.

On Mann boveotting the Niti
Aayvog meeting, Thakur said,
“He should not play politics on
matters related to country's
development and skap enacial
medings.” Healleged the AAP
fovemnmment in Punjab had
claimed that it would imple-
ment the MSPeven if the Cen-
tre didn't. “Where have the

claims gone now? " he said

Taking on the Delhi Gov-
ernment, the MP sad,
“AAP wanted to make Del-
hi a city of lakes. Where
have the lakes vanished?
Three IAS aspirants died
due to drowning in the
basement of a coaching
institute there. What are
they doing about safety of
the city residents?"
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7-time MLA toreplace
Akhileshas LoPin UP

LUCKNOW, JULY 28

The Samajwadi Party {5P)on
Sunday appointed seven-
time MLA DMata Prasad
Pandey as the Leader of the
Opposition {LoP) inthe Uttar
Pradesh Assembly.

Pandev, 82, will replace 5P
chief Akhilesh Yadav, who
resigned as MLA from the
Earhal seat in Mainpuri after
he was elected to the Lok
Sabha from  Kannauj.
Akhilesh Yadav has appoint-
ed Pandey, SP MLA from
[twa in Siddharth Nagar dis-
trict, the LoP in the Assem-
bly, a party leader said.

At a meeting held earlier at
the SP headquarters here,
the party MLAs had autho-
rised Akhilesh Yadav to
choose the LoP The SP also

Post fell vacant after
SP chief won LS poll
from Kannau,

appointed Kamaal Akhtar as
the chief whip and Hakesh
Eumar, alias RK Verma, as
the deputy whip in the
Assembly, a party release
said. “Hearty congratulations
and best wishes to senior SP
leader Shri Mata Prasad
Pandey ji on being elected as
the LoP in UP Legislative
Assembly!” Akhilesh Yadav
wrote on X in Hindi

He said Pandev's “rich
experience”’ would benetit all
5P MLAs, Assembly speaker,
Chief Minister and all his
ministers and MLAs, — PTI
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Omline beds ase mviied for Supply, Instaltation & Comemkssioning of Gied Conneciad
Foofiop Ground Mounted Solar Power Plants of cumulative capacty 20 k.

FETT

Starting Date of e-Tender

30,07 2024

Cate of Pre-bed Meatng

120850024 at 1230 p.m.

Closing Date and Bme of e-Tendear

30,08 2024 up 1o 0500 pum.

Date & Tene of Opening of Bids

D e 004 Al Ol pom.

For detads logonlo !

DIPFR/P 36070

eprocpunjab. gowin
HOTE: Any corngendum |sitothe Tender hobce shall be pubiished on Bee welbaile anly.

Director, PEDA

Indiaaccounted
for11.6% of global
hepatitis cases
in2022:WHO

TrRIBUNE NEW SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 28
Arcomding to the Wodd Health
Organisation (WHO), India
accounted for 11.6 per cent of
the world's hepatitis cases In
2022, The country, which was
second to China in terms of
the viral hepatitis burden, reg-
1stered 298 crore hepatitis B
cases in 2022, while the num-
ber of hepatitis C infections
stood at 55 lakh.

There are five main strans of
the hepatiis vinus, refemred to
astypes A, B.C, Dand E While
theyall cause Iver disease, they
differ in vanous mmportant
ways, induding the modes of
transmission, severnty of the ill-
ness, peopraphical distnbution
and preventive methods.

Markin g the World Hepatitis
Day on Sunday, Union Health
Minister JP Nadda said, “Thas
day serves as a powerful
reminder to urgently address
and end the viral hepatitis asit
is a major public health con-
cern. It calls upon all nations to
combat these infections, mise
awareness and  intensify
actions to elimnate them as a
public health threat.”

The objective of the National
Viml Hepatitis Contmol Pro-
Framme in India is to eradicate
hepatitis by 2080. Under the
programme, free drnugs and
diagnosties are offered for hep-
atitis B and C and the manage-
ment of hepatitis Aand E.

Government of Himachal Pradesh

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

"NOTICE INVITING TENDER"

The Assisiant Engnesr, Jal Shakil Sub-Division Khundian nviles folowing tenders on behalf of Governor of|
Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contraciors for the following work through offiine process:-

Sr. Name of wark Esti- |Earnest| Time
Mo mated | Money | comp-
cost letion

1 |Restorafion & rain Damages to LWSS Charambu including disposal of in Tehsil| 127077~ | Z747/- | Three
{Khundian Distt. Kangra (HP ) {Job-Mo-1) {SH:- Repar of Pump House at 15t stage. ) months

2 |Restorafion & rain D to WSS Charambu including disposal of in Tehsil| 1367215 | 2T3- | Three
Khundian Disti. Kangra (HP) {Job-No-2) {3H:- Repair of Pump House at 2ndstage. ) months.

3 |A'R & M/O LWSS Ghama, Lihas, Ropa in Tehsil Khundian Distl. Kangra (HP) (SH:-| 134513¢ | 2690/~ | Three
|Clearance of sit/Malwa in check Dam 15 mirs lenth, 30 mirs wirth and 3 mirs hight monihs

4 |A'R & MAD LWSS Ghama, Lihas, Ropa in Tehsl Khundian Distt. Kangra (HP) (SH:-| 187846 | 3758~ | Three
|{CH0 Chamber) maonths

5 |Resioration & rain Damages of Tip Thalakan {15t Stage ) in Tehsil Khundian Disit | 1423805 | 28477- | Cne
Kangra {HP)) {SH:- Supply of Erection of submersible pumping machinery with maon i

jother afled accessories).

& |AR & MO LWES Khundian in Tehsl Khundian Distt. Kangra {HP) (SH:- Rewinding| 140258L [ 2B08- | One
of 40 HP motor Set Mo-1 and P#F of Starer i) monih

T |A'R & MAD LWES Lahru Buchhwai 2nd stage in Tehsil Khundian Distt. Kangra (HP )| 1271885 [ 2543 | One
{5H:- Repar of 90 HP SKB maks Pump Set Mol and Repair of Starier). meon th

£ |A'R & MAD LWSES Buchhwai in Tehsd Khundian Distt. Kangra (HF) {S3H- Repair of| 1424055 | ZE48/- | Dne
75 HP moior Set Mo, ) month

9 AR & MO WSS Surani in Tehsi Khundian Distt Kangra (HP) {SH:- Repar of 25 1308B5L [ 2814/- | One
HP Pump Set Mod and PYF of starler, copper cable eic.) meoin th

10 |Restorafion & rain of WSS Lahru Buchbwai in Tehsdl Khundian Distt| 1877435~ 3755- | Three
Hangra (HP) {SH- GO RCC jackting of seckor storage tank at Vil Baroglahar (Galu) months

DPFRHF 1100

Last date of submission of tender:- 05 08 2024 up to 11.30 am.
Last date application of tender from this Sub-Division Khundian: - 0308 2024 up fo 4.00 pm.

Jal Shakti Sub-Division Khundian.

Assistant Engineor,

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
*CORRIGUNDUM*

In Continuation of the previous Advertisement Mo, 2610-25 dated 08. 07 2024 from the Jal Shakti
Division Rampur, applications were invited from desirous Himachali bona fide candid ates for 40 posts
in various categories (11 Para Pump Operators, 04 Para Fitters, and 25 Multipurpose Workers). A
darification has been received from the Engineerin-Chief's office vide letter No. JSV-E3-Ill-DW-
Manpowe r-Vol-VI/2022-2 16-4 95 dated 26.04 2024, and further necessary direction conveyed by the
Additional Chief Secretary (Jal Shakti) to the Gowvernment of Himachal Pradesh vide office letter No.
IPH{A) 2 (B)15=-11/2018 dated 16 .07 2024 regarding the resemnation of postsfor SC, 5T, OBC, and EWS
categories. As a result, applications are now invited again for these available posts. The Candidates
who have already applied do not need to apply. However, they must submit SC/ST/OBC category
certificates signed by the competeant authority, as well as income and asset certificates. Additionally,
non-SC/ISTIOBC candidates who have submitted BPL certificates should also submit EWWS cedificates
signed by the competent authority, if applicable, to avail of reser ation benefits. The deadline for submitting
applications/documents to the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Rampur is 05:00
P.M. on or before August Bth, 2024. The updated revised distrbution of available posts is as follows:

Age Limit:= 18 to 45 Years.

of Jal Shakti Vibhag.

General Instructions:-
number of post.

Skill/Physical.

be submitted.

CPWDYPSUs issued by the compatent authority

Sr. |[Mame of Post | Number | Category Essential Qualification
Mo, of Posts | wise Posts
1. | Para Pump 11 5.C.-02 The candidate should have a minimum qualification of
Cparator 5T- 01 Matdculation [10th)with [Tl cedificate in the trade of Electrician/
OB.C-01 | Wireman/Diesdal Mechanic/Pump Mechanic/Motor Mechanic!
EW.5:-01 | PumpOpearaor-cum-MechanicMeachanicMotor Vehicle ) /Pump
UR:-6 Operation and Maintenance from a recognized ITI or
Matriculation {10th) with cerlificate in above cited trade under
Skill Development scheme of the Government.
2. | Para Filter 04 5.C:-01 The candidate should have a minimum qualification of
5.T- 00 Matriculation (101h) with 1T Cedificate in the trade of Fitter
OB.C..- 01 | Plumber from a recognized [Tl or Maticulation {10th) with
EW.5:-00 | cedificata in above ciled frades under Skill development schame
JR:-02 of tha Govt
3. | Multipurposa 25 5.C:- 086 The Candidate shoukd have a minimum qualification of middia
Workars 5T- pass (Bth) and its aguivalent from school duly recognized by
OB.C.- 05 | the State Govl. All candidate mustensure o submil their Bth
EW.5:-03 | slandard mark sheel.
U.R:-10

The numberof posts may increase ordecrease department upon Vacancy position as perthe requirement

The zelected candidates can be posted at anywhe re under the jursdiction of this Division.
The selected candidates will be given monthly remuneration ficed by the Gowt.
Documents to be attached with application forms:

Attested/Sef-attested copies of (i) Legitimate proof of age (i) Proof of BPL Family in case of BPLcandidate
izssued not later than six months (ii) Proof of Education and Technical qualfication (i) Certificate of
Bonafide of Himachal {v) Certificate and experience [if any) of the related tield of JSVIHPPWDV
OR Qutsourcing agency providing service in H.P. Jal
Zhakti Vibhag (vi) category cedificate [SC/STIOBC/EWS) (vil) Income Certificate issued not older
than six months (viii) 8th standard mark sheet for candidate applying for the post multi task worker. For
other desired qualfications, experience details and detailed selection criteria can be had from
hitps:/hwww. hpiph.org OR at Motice Board of J3V Division, Rampur.

1. It shall be the responsibility of the candidates to submit all requisite documents mentioned above
as short listingseligibility shall be done incase the application received are much more than that the

2. The shortlisted candidates based on the eligibilty criteria fived by the Government will have to undergo
Skill/Physical Test. The final merit list will be prepared based upon the submitted documents and

3. If a candidate wants to apply for mone than one post, separate application for each post needs to

4. Onlythose candidates shall be eligible for Skill & Physical test who falls in the ment listi.e. five times
the number of sanctioned posts.

5. The ornginal ceificateftestimonials will be seen at the time of evaluation.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Rampur.
Mo. EE-JSD-RMP-Para Workers/2024:- 3140-55 Dated :- 25.07.2024
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Edureformsinfocusat SCrapsMoD over delay
PM-BJP CMs' meeting

27-28 T2 2024

—_— -

ADITI TANDON

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

The National Education Poli-
¢y (NEP), expectations from
state  govemments  with
respect to fulfilment of its key
poals and strengthening of
examination processes were
kev areas of focus during the
high-level review meeting
chaired by PM  Narendra
Modi with CMs of BIP-ruled
states here on Saturday:

Thirteen CMs of the BJP
ruled states and all 15 deputy
CMs of the party were present
in the meeting Speaking
aboutthe outcomeof the delib-
erations, Vinay Sahasrabud-
dhe, incharge of the BJPs
(Good Governance Cell said
the PM called for community
participation in advanang the
goal of developed Indiaby 2047
and saturation coverage of pov-
emment schemes,

The PM asked the chief min-
isters and ther deputies to
deploy social media tools in
widespread dissemination of
govemnment schemes target-
ing four key pillars of Viksit
Bharat - women, vouth, farm-
ers and poor. It s leamt that
PM Modi also mentioned sev-
erdl Union Budpget takeaways
for marginalised segments
and the middle class and asked
colleapgues to amplify the mes-
sage to counter the “negative”
opposition namrative.

Amajor part ofthe discussions

Prrime Minister Marendra Modi and BIP chief JP Nadda during the

Council of Chief Ministers' meeting in New Delhi onSaturday. aa
13 CMs, 15 DEPUTIES TAKE PART IN DISCUSSIONS

B Thirteen ChMs of the BIP-ruled states and all 15 Deputy
CMs of the party were present inthe meeting.

B Speaking about the outcome of the deliberations, Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe, incharge of the BIP's Good Governance
Cell, said the PM called for community participationin
advancing the goal of a developed India by 2047 and sat-
uration coverage of povernment schemes.

was deveted o implementation
of the NEP which has been lag-
ging in opposition-niled states.
BJPruled Madhva Pradesh has
taken the lead m NEP imple
mentation, with Education Min-
ister Dhamendm Pradhan on
Sunday making a presentation
of outcomesexpected from state
CMs on the NEP and the time-
lines for the same.

In the midst of the paper leak
controversy the leaders also dis-
cussed the need for mbust
examination processes and
plug loopholes, if any. “The Edu-
cation Minister spoke about the
mile of state povernments in the
implementation ofthe NEPand

— INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY ——

K'taka Govt drags
feetontigerreserve
despite Centre’s nod

AKSHEEVTHAKUR

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

While India daims to house
70 per cent of the world's
tiger population, a wildlife
sanctuary in  Karnataka
awaits the state govern-
ment's approval to be
upgFraded as a tiger reserve.

In 2021, the National Tiger
Conservation Authornty
(NTCA) — a statutory body
under the Union Envimon-
ment Mmistry —had prven its
approval to upgrade the MM
Hills waldlife sanctuary to a
tiger reserve. However the
Karnataka Government is vet
to notify it as a tiger reserve
given the huge opposition
coming from several quarters
within the government.

Arcording tosources in For-
est Department, Karnataka,
politicians are eveing the for-
est to use the land for a slew
of projects, including a hydel
praject, which will not be pos-
gible if the sanctuary is
declared a tiper reserve.

An officdal said MM Hills
had 25 tipers now and if it was
declared as a tiger reserve, it
would become a safe breed-
ing ground for them, and
numerous restrctions woulkd
be imposed on the movement
of people in the forest.

“If MM Hills is declared a
tiger reserve, it would be help-
ful in the breeding of tigers.
MM Hills shares its borders
with the Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary, Biligiri  Ran-

POLITICIANS EYEING
FOREST LAND

According to sources in For-
est Department, Karataka,
politicians are eyeing the
forest land to use it for a
slew of projects, including a
hydel project, which will not
be possible if the sanctuary
Is declared a tiger reserve.

ganatha Tiger Reserve and
Sathyaman galam Tiger
Beserve in Tamil Nadu. There-
fore, numerous tiger move-
ments have been observed in
these sanctuaries, which are
connected to each other The
tiger reserve will act as a
bridge between the Western
and Eastern Ghats” a senior
forest official told The Trbune.

“Ahyvdel project is also on the
cards. If MM Hills 15 declared
as a tiger reserve, it will bring
money from the Central Gov-
emment that could be utilised
for protection,” he added.

The sanctuary also houses a
temple, which is annually visit-
ed by thousands of devotees, If
the sanctuary isupgraded as a
tiger reserve, many restnetions
will be imposed on their visit
‘A prominent pilgrimage cen-
tre ensasts within the forest so
the povernment does not want
to offend the devotees. It is
important to protect the tigers,
which have goneexdinet in oth-
er countnes, but in India, we
succeeded I eviving  their
population through esdensive
measures,” the official smd

Students painttheir faces as they take part inan awareness
programme on International Tiger Day in Patna on Sunday. as

the epectations from them,”
sahasrebuddhe sad.

The meeting also saw Chs
mak ing presentations on goond
govemance best practices
UP's village secretariat plan
was detalled by CM Yopi
Aditvanath. The Assam Gow-
ernment’s model of fillngup
povemment vacancies, Trpu-
ra's Amaar Sarkar (my gov-
emment) mitiatve  and
Bihar's strategy to deal with
illegal miners were also dis-
cussed and hailed.

In resolution of military
pension anomalies

Vijay Monan

CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

The Supreme Court has taken
a serous view of the Defence
Ministry's delay in resolving
pension anomabes of retired
officers of the rank of Captain
in the ‘One Rank One Pen-
gsion’ (OROP) scheme.

In orders passed this weelk,
the apex court observed that
it was inchned to enhance the
pension by 20 per cent in
addition to imposing exem-
plary costs if the ministry
continued to seek more time
from the court and delaved
mplementation. The case 15
now scheduled to come up for
hearing on July 30.

The genesis of the 1ssue is
the OROP introduced in 2015
when the pensions of current
refirees was ficed as the pen-
sion of past retirees. As there
was no proper data for the
rank s of regular Captains and
Majors since the minimim
current mnk of retirement on

Theapex court obsered that
itwas inclined to enhance

the pension by 20% in i

addition o imposing

attainment of pensionable
service 1s Lieutenant Colonel,
there were certamn anomales
in the pension tables for Cap-
tains and Majors.

Thereafter, a ‘One Man Judi-
cal  Committee’ (OMIC)
appointed by the Defence
Mmistry had recommended
the resolution of this anomaly
in 20016 but no decision was
thereafter talen by the min-
1stry onit. Later, the Kochi and
Chandigarh Benches of the
Armed Forces Thibunal (AFT)
had directed the ministry to
resolve the anomaly based on
the OMIC recommendations
in a time-bound manner

However, rather than imple-
menting the judgment, the
Defence Ministry challenged
the decision of the AFT in the
SC. Despite multiple opportu-
nities granted by the SC to
take action on resolution of
the anomaly, the ministry
failed to resolve it, leading to
the strong observations
by the SC,

exemplary costs if the min
istry continued to seek more
time fram the court and

delayed implementation.

Harvana and Maharashtra S
govemments were also men- ;
tioned,” said Sahasrebuddhe. ©

“Some spedal initiatives of o
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UNTOLD STORIES FROM THE PROVINCES

Will CM shift
Jalandhar home?

UNJAB Chief Minister Bhapgwant

Mann announced that Jalandhar
would be his “second capital” and that
he would continue to pay attention to
this ancient city even after the bypoll.
Now it seems that the CM will pive up his
rented house and may shift to the house
of Divisional Commissioner Gurpreet
Sapra in the Old Baradar colony - it
helps that the house 1s huge, as bigas 7T
acres, with pardens and areas dedcated
to growing both wheat and vegetables.
An Officer on Special Duty (OS5D) to the
CM has already toured the house and
has proposed certain structural changes
for making space for creating larger
waiting lounges, It helps that senior offi-
cials, including Commissioner of Police,
Deputy Commissioner, DIG Jalandhar
Range and S5P Rural, will practically be
a phone call away, as all of them live in
the same locality,

Fitness matters

\\ fHEN Mansukh Mand aviva was the
' ¥ Union Health Minister, he and his
ministerial team undertook a diet plan
crafted by a Guarat-based doctor. The
whole group lost considerable weight ina
very short time, attracting queries from
all around. Mandaviva's successorin the
Union Health Ministry and Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP) president JP Naddais
also learnt to be consulting the same
shased allopath now:,

Mysteryaround UPSC
chief’sresignation

rl"‘HE news of Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) chairman
Mang] Soni's sudden resignation raised
many evebrows this week. Considered
close to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Soni joined the commission on June 28,
2017, and became its full-time chief in
Mayv 2023. He had five vears of his tenure
left. While he cited personal reasons for
his resignation, insiders said he had quit
long before the Puja Khedkarissue blew
up. It is believed that Soni, a monk ofthe
Swaminaravan Sect's Anoopam Mission
in Gujarat, has returned to serve the
organisation that supported his educa-
tion after his father's untimely demise
when he was still very young. Soni may
land a global role in the sect.

Khudian'sloss

UNJAB Agnculture Minister

Gurmeet Singh EKhudian recently
had to cut a sorry figure in front of
Union Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, when
he went seeking a package for crop
diversification. Chouhan is learnt to
have told Khudian about the central
scheme of incentivising farmers by Rs
17,500 per hectare, for helping shift
from paddy to other crops, which had
been proposed to the state government
some time back. When Ehudian
expressed his ignorance over such a
scheme, Chouhan asked his officers to
give him a copy. It has since transpired
that Khudian was not told about the
scheme because the model code of con-
duct forthe elections had kicked in. The
Centre-state apathy is clearly the loss of
Punjab's farmers as paddy transplanta-
tion was almost over by the time the
scheme was announced.

Cleanbowled!

A day before his resignation was
L X accepted by President Droupadi
Murmu, the Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of UT, Chandigarh, Ban-
warilal Purohit, tried his hand at ericket.
The occasion was the inauguration of the
gully ericket tournament at the Sector 16
stadium. As part of the inauguration,
Purohit took the crease as batter to face
UT 55P Kanwardeep Kaur as the bowler,
The octogenarian media baron-turned-
politician was clean bowled on the very
first ball by the young woman IPS offi-
cer. Nobody then knew that Purchit
would be bowled out from the city the
very next day

Mission seat of
politicos

\,\,F HO savs proximity isn't every-

' ¥V thing? When CM Bhagwant Mann
vigited Muktsar district on Saturday, an
AAP leader asked a flunky to occupy the
zofa right next to the CM's sofa — once
the CM reached the venue and sat down,
the flunky left the sofa for his boss. Ear-
lier, too, when Badals were n power,
four-five people always used to sit on the
rear seat of then Deputy CM Sukhbir
Badal's SUV a few in each other's laps,
just so that thev could be as close to the

centre of power even if it was only as
long as the ride lasted.

Condrilnled by Deeplamal Kaur, Adili Tandon, Ruchika M Khanna,
Nitin Jain and Archil Walls
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Top 5 Viedaltaly

wrs

COUNTRY

SKOREA 3
AUSTRALA 3
CHINA 3
FRANCE 2
JAPAN 2

0

INDIA (19TH)

W

2 : [§n
2 0 5
1 1 5
2 1 5
0 1 3
0 1 1

Indians in action 3]

ARCHERY

Men's team quarterfinals
Tarundeep Rai, Dhiraj
Bommadevara, Pravin ladhav
vs Colombia/ Turkey 6:30pm

BADMINTON

Men's doubles Group C
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy &
Chirag Shetty vs Mark
Lamsfuss & Marvin Seidel
(Germany) 12pm
Waormen's doubles Group C
Ashwini Ponnappa &
Tanisha Crasto vs Nami
Matsuyama & Chiharu Shida
{Japan) 12:50 pm
Men'ssingles Group L
Lakshya Sen vs Julien Caragg
{Belgium) 5:30pm

LIVE ON SPORTS18 1s1

HOCKEY
Men's Pool B
India vs Argentina 4:15pm

SHOOTING

Mixed tearm 10m air pistol
qualification

Manu Bhaker & Sarabjot
Singh, Rhythm Sangwan &
Arjun Singh Cheema 12:45pm
Men's trap qualification
Prithviraj Tondaiman 1pm
Women's 10mair rifle final
Ramita Jindal 1pm

Men's 10m air rifle final
Arjun Babuta 3:30pm

TABLE TENNIS

Warnen's Singles Round of 32
Sreeja Akula v Jian feng

{Singapone) 11:30pm

| was fighting with
all the energy | have. Really grateful
that | could win the bronze. | read
Bhagwat Gitaand always tried to do
whatl am supposed to do, left
everything elseto god. Wecan't
fight destiny.
Manu Bhaker

CHILD

Three yearsafter pistol malfunction, Manu becomes
first Indian woman shooter to win Olympics medal

ing the final.
The last time India won shooting
medals at the Olympies was in
2012 London where rapid-fire
pistol shooter Vijay Kumar
and 10m air rifle marksman
Gagan Narang clinched sil-
ver and bronze, respec-
tively. Narang is the chef
de mission of the Paris
contingent.
The 22-vear-old Bhaker,
who hails from Jhajjar in
Haryvana, fought
hard to get the

CHATEALVROUX, JULY 28

A resilient Manu Bhaker became the first
Indianwoman shooter toclaim an Olympics
medal by snaring the bronze inthe 10m air
pistol event here today, a triumph that
opened the country's account in the Paris
Games and ended a 12-vear wait for its
much-hyped shooters.

Rifte shooters Ramita Jindal and Arjun
Babuta further lifted the spirits of the con-
tingent at the scenic ranpge, located nearly
J00km away from Paris, by securing final
gpots in the 10m air rifle women's and
men's events, respectively, to keep
India in the hunt for more medals.

The scene here was in com- - bronze with a
plete contrast to the Tokvo SCOre of
Olympics three vears back 221.7.
when only 10m air pistol south
shooter Saurabh Chaudhary, Mi.ir:u Bhaker m" Korea's
from the 15 who had gone I"leSﬁflhmEdal 1l Kim Yeji
from India. made it to the shnutlngatﬂ're // claimed the
final. only to fade into oblivion ﬂl}fl'mi-'ﬁ < gilver with a total

of 241.3 while her com-

patriot Jin Ye Oh bagged the gold
with a Games record of 243. 2.

“I was fighting with all the energy 1

in the ensuing years.

Bhaker was part of that team and had
gone home in tears after drawing a blank.
“After Tokyo I was very disappointed and it

Pic of theday

STAR ALERT Actor Tom Cruise with fans during the women's
qualification in the artistic gymnastics event. REUTERS

Quick notes

Women’s archery team crashes out

Bven as the 18yvearold Bhajan Kaur shaot an exceptional 56
out of G0 points, the two seasoned campaigners, Deeplka
Kumari and Ankita Bhakat, proved to be the weak links as the
Indian women's archeryteam lost 51-52, 48-54, 4853 to

Metherlands in thequarterfinals.

Rower Balraj reaches quarterfinals

India's Balraj Panwar progressed to the quarterfinals of the
men's single sculls rowing competition after finishing second
in Repechage 2. Panwar clocked 7 minutes 12.41 seconds.

Tennis: Nagal makes early exit

Sumit Nagal stuck to his strong baseline garme but that
didn't seem to be enough against Frenchiman Corertin
Moltet, who knocked out the Indian with a stylish three-set

win. In his second appearance at the Olympic Games, MNagal
bounced back after lasing the first set but fell 26 64 57,

SL stun India to lift Asia Cup

DAMEITLLA, JULY 28

Captain Chamari Athap-
aththu's turbo-charged fifty
combined well with the stead-
fast halfcentury of Harshitha
Samarawickrama — as a
resilient Sn Lanka carved an
eight-wicket win over defend-
ing champions India to bag
their maiden women's Asia
Cup title here today.

This is the second time in
nine Asia Cup editions (WODI
and WT20I) acmss formats
that India have lost a final
The last time India lost the
final was against Bangladesh
in 218 in Kuala TLumpur.

Tasked with hunting down
astrong target of 166, Sri Lan-
kawere served well by Athap-
aththu (61b, 43b, Scd, 2df) and
Samarawickrama (69 not out,
H1b, Gx4, 2xf) and finished at
167 for two in 184 overs.

Athapaththu and Sama-
rawickrama added 87 runs as
Lankans always stayed
ahead of their opponents.

The stand for the second
wicket was also of contrasts
as Samarawikra was the

took me a very long time to overcome that.
Frankly speaking, I really can't explain
how pood I am feeling today,” Bhaker,
whose pistol malfunctioned during the
qualification of the same event three years
ago, said with a wide smile on her face.

“In Bhagwat Gita, Krishna savs to Arju-
na that ‘vou focus on your karma and not
on the outcome of the karma'. Only that
was running in my head,” she revealed
when asked about her state of mind dur-

have. Really grateful that I could win the
bronze. I read Bhagwat Gita and always
tried to do what I am supposed to do,
left evervthing else to god. We can't
fight destiny,” saxd the world champi-
on in the 25m pistol event.

Bhaker was in the second position
till the second-last shot but the Indian
fell behind after Yeji shot 10.5 in
response to her 10.3, ruling her out of
the Fold medal shoot-off. — PTI

3-year curse has been litted: Manus coach Rana

-_—

Vinank PADMADED

NI DELHI, JULY 28

Jaspal Rana, sitting in the
visitors' pallery, was one
emotional man, Manu Bhak-
er had just won thewomen's
10mm air pistol bronze, Itwasa
moment to savour for both,
who were eriticised after the
debacle and its fallout when
both eut ties months before
the Tokyo Olympics.

Back then, Rana, who was
part of the coaching set-up,
had prmoposed that Manu
should skip the women's
25m pistol competition and
concentrate only on the 10m
air pistol mdividual and
mixed team competitions.

The result was that Manu
broke ranks and asked the
then National Rifle Associa-
tion of India president

Legs pinner Ravi Bishnoi struck threscruc ia.l blows a3 India restricted
Sri Lankato a belowpar 161,/9 inthe second T201 on Sundsay. /m

yvin to the vang of her
agpressive  leader  Athap
aththu fetched her fifty in 33
balls, and Samarawickrama
went past her mark in43 balls
and their shot selection too
was vastly diffenng.
Athapaththu scored
through almost every reach-
able place on the field, and
her assault on left-arm spin-
ner Tanuja Kanwar, who she
biffed for two fours and s in
her first over, was stunning.

But at the other end, Sama-
rawickrama cleady lacked the
power of her senior but she
offset that with clever plac
Ings, such as reverse sweeps
off left-arm spinners Deepti
sharma and Radha Yadav,
Brief scores: India: 1656 in
20 overs (Mandhana 60, Rod-
gripues 29, Ghosh 30; Dil-
hari 2/36); Sri Lanka: 167/2
in 18 4 overs (Athapaththu
61, Samarawickrama G9%;
Sharma 1/30). — PTI

Bronze winner Manu Bhaker with 2008 gold medallist Abhinav
Bindra and coach Jaspal Rana. COURTESY: ABHINAY BINDRA

Raninder Singh to inter-
vene. Honak Pandit was
then asked to coach Manu
just a few months before
the Tokyvo Games.

There were differences
between Manu and Jaspal

both temperamental charac-
ters, before the final falling
out. The result in Tokyo,
where shooters falled towina
medal, meant Jaspal was
made the villain, a central fig-
ure that ‘disrupted’ the

Sindhu opens campaign
with dominant victory

PARIS, JULY 28
Two-time Olympics medallist
PV Sindhu began her cam-
paign with a resounding
straight-game win over Mal-
dives' Fathimath Abdul Raz-
zag In a4 women's singles
match. The pulf of class
between the two players was
evident as Sindhu took just
20 minutes to dispatch her
lowerranked opponent 219
216 in the Group M fixture.,
“It was a gond start, I am
happy. I'was able to get used
to the court and the atmos-
phere. It has been a long
time, coming back after
three years, it's a very spe-
aal one,.” said Sindhu.
sindhu has been mentored
by the legendary Prakash
Padukone in the past few
months. “I have been with
Prakash sir for more than six
months now and it's going
on very well. Evervthing 1s
coming together. We have to
know each other very well to
work together.” she saud.

PV Sindhu

HS Prmannoy opened his
matden Olympics campaign
with a straight-game win over
Fabian Hoth of Germany in
the men's singles competi
tion. The 3F-vear-old fmom
Kerala, who was down with
chikungunva for almost two
weeks ahead of the Games,
won21-18 21-12 in a 45-minute
Group K mateh, — PT1

team. It had a lasting impact
on both ther careers, While
Jaspal was seen as an outeast,
Manu's scares began to slide.
On Sunday, though. the
dynamic duo redeemed 1tself,
with India's first medal in
Pans, “I am reheved to be
honest. Belt like the curse that
[ was camrving fom the Tokvo
Games. Iwill not say it 1s over
recww that she has won a medal
but it is such a big relief for all
of us,” Rana told The Trbune
from Chateau rowk, France.
Even this time, things were
not that easy. Jaspal was not
supposed to be in Chateau-
roux as NRAI only recom-
mends sending coaches who
are on its panel. The Indian
Olympic Assocation (JOA)
top brass, mduding PT Usha,
got him the accreditation for
the Games. I knew I would

not be sitting behind Manu
today, as I did not have the
ticket. But we had pre-
pared for this eventuality
and she was so comfort-
able and calm, credit to
her,” Rana explained.

The two came back together
as a unit a httle more than a
vear ago after a realistation
that all the parties were
wrong m their utterances.

“I always overreact and we
came to this conclusion,
everyvone, including us and
the media, played a part in
the faling out. So this time,
starting afresh, we had
decided we wil not talk
about what happened in
Tokvo. As an athlete she has
matured as well. She called
me out of the blue to help
her again, I just couldn't
say no to her” Jaspal said.

Madeusproud:
PMto Bhaker

NEWDELHI, JULY 28

PM Narendra Modi on
Sunday spoke to India's
first medal winner at Paris
Olympics, Manu Bhaker,
and said she had covered
all gaps left in the wake of
her pistol malfunction at
the Tokyo Olyvmpics. “Your
pistol malfunctioned in
Tokyo Olympics but today
yvouwve covered all gaps
and done us proud.” Modi
said to Bhaker.

He also asked her if the
Indian sports contingent in
Paris was satisfied with the
Fovernment arrangements.

“We have tried to make
the best arrangements pos-
sible to ensure the comfort
our athletes need to win,”
PM said to Bhaker. who
gaid the arrangements were
high quality. — TNS

Nikhat enters pre-quarterfinals
with gritty win over Kloetzer

PARLS, JULY 28
Two-time worlkd champion
Nikhat Zareen powered into
the women's kg prequar-
terfinals with a tenacious vic-
tory over Germany's Maa
Carina Kloetzer here today.
Trailing on three cards after
the first mund, the 28-vear
old Indian prevailed by a 5-0
margin against the German
in a ather messy Round of 32
contest.  The  unseeded
Zareen 158 making her Games
debut and is a strong medal
contender. Zareen, who has
been handed a tough draw,
will take on top-seeded Asian
Games and reigning fly-
weight world champton Wu
Yu of China on Thursday.
Azsian  Games bronze
medallist Preeti Pawar began
her campaign on a rousing
note as she picked a unani-
molls dedsion win over Viet-
nam's Vo Thi Kim Anh to
meve to the pre-quarterfinals
in the women's bdkg. — PTI

MNikhat Zareen defeated Germany's Maxi Karina Kloetzer. /i

Sharath makes shock exit

PARIS, JULY 28

Indian table tenmis veteran
Arhanta Sharath Kamal
made a shock exat from the
men's singles ocompetition
but star woman playver Mani-
kaBatra started her campaign
with a 4-1 win in a Bound of 64
women's singles match.

The 42-yvear-old Kamal,
making his fifth Olyvmpics
appearance, lost 12-109-11
6-117-1111-8 10-12 to Deni
Kozul of Slovenia, who
was ranked 86 places
below the India, iIn a
Round of 64 mateh that
lasted 53 minutes, — PT1
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Cheer for Olympic athletes, resume
‘Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign: Modi

Urges citizens to buy khadi, informs about efforts oftiger conservationists in monthly address

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

In his monthly radio broad-
cast ‘Mann ki Baat', Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday urged citizens to sup-
port Indian playvers at the
Pans Olympics.

‘At this moment, the
Olympics are the flavour of
the season in the whole world.
The Olympics give our play-
ers a chance to hoist the Tri-
colour on the wordd stape. Let
us encourage our players...
Cheer for Bharat,” Modi said.

“Inthis Olympiad, students
of India have performed
exceptionally well. Our team
performed its best and won
four pold and one sibrer
medals. Our team was suc-
cessful n reaching the top
five among participants from
a 100 countries,” the PM said.

Modi also informed that the
turnover of khadi villape
industry had crossed Bs 1.5
lakh crore for the first time.
He said the sales of khadi
products had increased by 40
per cent. “This rising sale of
khadi is creating a large num-
ber of new employment
opportunities, The women are
the ones who are benefiting
the most," he said.

Modi announced the launch
of a portal, Manas, to curb
drug menace. “This 15 a very

big step in the fight apainst
drug abuse. A helpline and
portal of Manas’ has been
launched. The government
has issued a toll-free number,
1933. Anvone can call on this
number to pet necessary
advice or information related
to rehabilitation,” he said.

Celebrating the inchision of
Assam's Moidams, the burial
mounds of Ahom rovalty, in
the UNESCO's World Her-
tage Site hist, Modi urged
people to ndude the site in
their travel hsts,

“Charaideo Muoidams
becoming a Wordd Heritage
Site now will mean that more

-

toun sts wall visit the place. You
must include this site in yvour
future travel plans.” he said
He also spoke about a proup
of women in Rohtak whose
handloom products were in
demand in the market. “More
than 250 women assocdated
with the handloom mdustry
joined the UNNATTI Self Help
Group and received training
n block printing and dyeing.
These women who spread
the magic of colours on
clothes are eaming lakhs of
rupees today,” Modi added.
He also cited similar exam-
ples of artisans in Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-

VISIT MOIDAMS
IN ASSAM

2% The inclusion of
Assam’s Moidams in the
UNESCO's World Heritage
Site list means that more

. tourists will visit this

place. A country can only
progress by taking pride

1 in its own culture. You

should also include
Moidams in your future
travel plans. Narendra Mod,

<< Home Minister Amit Shah,
BJF chief JP Madda and

| others listen to PM Modi's

'Mann Ki Baat’ programme
in Mew Delhi on Sunday. am

tra. Jammu and Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh.

On the eve of Global Tigers
Day. Modi gave the example
of the Rajasthan's EKulhadi
Band Panchavat campaign,
under which communities
took an oath tonot cut trees In
Ranthambore, with the aim of
creating a safe habitat for
tigers. “Due to this dedsion,
the forests here are becoming
preen once again and a better
environment is being ereated
for the tigers,” he said. He
added that the local commu-
nities amund Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve of Maha-
rashtra had also taken rapid

Nepal among top 3 recipients of Indian aid

Ajay BANERJEE

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

India’s efforts to expedite
the development of Nepal
are often comparted with
the contribution made by
China to the Himalavan
countrv. An analysis done
by security agencies here
has found that Nepal has
been consistently among
the top-three recipients of
aid from India.

The allocation of aid to
Nepal, when seen in terms of
the percentage of India's
:DP is greater than the por-
tion China allocates, fromits
own GDP In 2023, while
India allocated 0.00295% of
its GDP for Nepal, China
contributed 0.00124% of its
GDP for the Himalavan
country in the same year.

India's approach empha-
g1ses sustainable develop-
ment and fosters a debt-free
relationship, showcasing
India’s commitment to sup-

DRAGON'S DEBT-TRAP DIPLOMACY

B China's loans o MNepal, particularly under the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI, are substantially higher and have raised concerns
about the Himalayan country facing a patential debt trap

B The pattern has been obsenved gobally, where heavy reliance
on Chinese loans for lage-scale infrastructure projects aften
leads ta increased financial dependency and debt challenges

porting Nepal without
imposing financial burdens.
On the other hand, China's
loans to Nepal, particularly
under the Belt and Road
Intiative (BRI), are sub-
stantially higher and have
raised concerns about a
potential debt trap.

The pattern has been
obszerved globally, where
heavy rehance on Chinese
loans for large-seale infra-
structure projects often
leads to increased finan-
cial dependency and debt
challenges for recipient
countries. Explaining this,
the analysis savs, a grant
15 a financial aid provided
without the expectation of

To mark Independence Day,
MoD to plant 15lakh saplings

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MEW DELHI, JULY 28

The Ministry of Defence
(MoD)}willundertake a drive
to plant 15 lakh trees across
the country to mark Inde-
pendence Day.

The plantation drive is a
part of the ‘A Tree m the
Name of Mother campaign’,
and wil be conducted

through the three services,
and assocated organisations
such as DRDO, defence pub-
lic sector undertakings,
NCC., Sainik Schools and
ord nance factories.

It may be recalled that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had launched the
campaign on the occasion
of World Environment Day
on June 5.

CUET-UGresults declared

NEW DELHI, JULY 28
The National Testing Apency
(NTA) on Sunday announced
the CUET-UG 2024 results,
The results have paved the
way to bepin counselling in
the undergraduate courses
which was delayed this year.
The NTA had on July 7
released the provisional
answer kevs of the CUET-UG

2024, A retest for more than
1.000 candidates whose
grievances were found gen-
uine by the agency was con-
ducted on July 19,

The examimnation took
place on May 15, 16, 17, 18,
21, 22 24 and 29 utilising a
hvbrid mode with both com-
puter-based and pen-and-
paper formats. —TNS
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repayment. It is typically
used to support immedi-
ate needs, humanitarian
assistance or developmen-
tal projects.

India’s grants to Nepal,
such as the Rs T00 erore for
this fiscal, provide immedi-
ate financial support for
relief and development,
without adding to Nepal's
debt burden. Under the BRI,
China funds mfrastructure
projects  through  loans,
These oans need to be
repaid, often with mterest.

India has allocated high-
er percentage of grant com-
pared to China in terms of
GDP in the last 6 years.
India's GDP 15 about $3.7

Absence o
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NEW DELHIL, JULY 28

Unutilised funds, absence of
a longterm plan, lack of

sewage treatment plant with
optimum capacity and non-
compliance of pollution
norms by industrie s are ham-

pering the rejuvenation of

the Ganga, said a parliamen-
tary panel report.

The Publie Accounts Com-
mittee report said, “The com-
mittee finds the absence of a
long-term action plan for the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCGQG) alarming, It
urges the NMCG to prioritise
the development of a com-
prehensive river basin man-
agement plan that can puide
the project’s implementation
effectively.”

“The plan should be
shared with wvarious min-
istries and departments.
Besides, a defnite timeline
should be set for cleaning
the Ganga river and main-
tamingits cleanhnessin sub-
sequent phases of the Nama-
mi Gange programime.”

The Namami Gange Mis-
sion-l and I were approved
by the Union Cabinet with a

long-ter
funds hampering re

trillion. China's is much
preater, at %18 trillion
While in terms of absolute
fipures, India's grants to
Nepal are lesser than those
of China, when seen as the
percentage of GDE Indian
grant is higher.

The absolite amount Chi-
na allotted to Nepal was Rs
1.600 crore in 2023, but it
represents a smaller per-
centage of its much larger
GDPE India's approach fos-
ters poodwill and strength-
ens diplomatie ties through
direct support and capacity
building. The focus on
grants and humanitarian
aid reinforces India's role
as a reliable partner.

While China's infrastruc-
ture projects are substantial,
the debt associated with
these investments can lead
to economic and political
leverage over Nepal. This
dyvnamic can influence
Nepal's policy decisions and
strategic orientation.

strides towards eco-tourism.
“¥ou will also be surprised at
the efforts of the ‘Chenchu’
tnbe hving on the Nallamalai
hills in Andhra Pradesh. As
tiger trackers, they have gath-
ered every bit of mformation
on the movement of wild ani-
mals in the forest. They also
keep monitoring illegal actna-
ties in the area.” he said.
Modi also urged citizens to
resume the ‘Har Ghar Tiran-
ga' campaign in the run-up
to the Independence Day on
Aupgust 15, He also asked
them to chick and upload
their selfies with the Tri-
oolour on social media.

23Bangladesh
nationalsheld
inAgartala

AGARTALA (TRIPURA], JULY 28
In a significant operation, the
Government Railway Police
{GRP)arrested 23 Bangladesh
nationals at the Agartala rail-
way station, indluding an indi-
vidual dentified as a tout, All
the suspects arrested on Sat-
urday primarily hailed from
the Chapai Nawabganj dis-
tnct in Bangladesh.

The amested individuals
were identified as Ram Saha
Md Asmaul Hogque, Jakir Hos-
gain, Md Sahin Ali, Thrahim
Khalil, Sahin Alam, Nayan
Al Md Ilahi Hossain, Md Taib
Hossain, Md Dahm, alias
Iman, Md Abdul Ajij. Md Sai-
ful Islam. Sahabuddin Shek.
Md Shahidul Islam, Md
Suman, Md Aminul Islam,
Hajikul Babu, Ramjan Shek,
Md Mypanur, Ali Akbar, Sakil
Shek and Md Rehan Sk. Md
Selim Reja (27 was identified
asthe tout in the case. — ANI

m plan, unutilised
Uvenation of Ganga

As many as 2,706 industries have been classified as "grossly

polluting” that are causing discharge of pollutants into the river.

dedicated outlay of Rs 20,000
crore and Rs 22500 crore,
respectively, for the clean-up
of the Ganga. The Union
Govemment had released
funds to the tune of Rs
13. 79777 crore till 2022-23,
but the NMCG had only
spent Rs 13,207 43 erore.,
Additionally, the committee
also found gapsinthe sewage
treatment infrastructure, It
noted that about 3603 million

litres per day OILD) of

sewage was generated by 97
towns situated on the main
stern of the Ganga river
{based on the projected popu-

lation for 2035). However,
only about 2,100 MLD is
being treated, while the rest
of the untreated sewage goes
directly into the rver, the
report said.

As many as 2,706 indus-
tries  were classified as
“Grossly Polluting Industn-
al Units” that were causmg
discharge of pollutants i
the river in five states.

During the audit, 332 of

these were found to be tem-
porarily closed, 144 were shut
down permanently, while 463
units were still not complying
with the norms.

Che CTribune
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Top courtto take up ED plea
challenging Sorens bail today

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 28
The Supreme Court will hear
on Monday the Enforcement
Directorate’'s petition  chal-
lenging the Jharkhand High
Court's order granting bail to
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
in a4 money laundering case
linked to an alleged land scam.
The ED's petition against
the June 28 Jharkhand High
Court order will be taken up
for heanng by a Bench led by
Justice BR Gavai on Monday:
The JMM executive presi-
dent had resigned as the CM
shortly before the ED amrested
him on January 31 in the case.
After coming out of jail on bail
inthe case, he took oath as the
Jharkhand CM again on July
4. The ED's eounsel had con-
tended before the high court
that if Soren was released on
bail, he might commit a sim-
lar offence. He also referred to
cases apainst ED officers at

JHARKHAND CM ACQUIRED LAND 'lIHI.AWFlILL‘r'
BThe ED alleged that Hemant Soren misused his “‘ e

position to unlawfully acquire 886 acres in Ranchi |

BThe agency claimed that during probe, Soren's
media consultant admitted thathe had instruct-
edhimtomanipulate officlal records to change
theownership details of the plot

the SCST police station.

“Though the conduct of
the pettioner has been
sought to be highlighted by
the ED on account of a first
information report mstitut-
ed by the petitioner against
the officials of the ED, on an
overall conspectus of the
case, there 15 nolikelihood of
the petitioner committing a
similar nature of offence.”
the high court had said.

The HC said the conse-
quence of the findings record-
ed by the court “satisfies the
condition in Section 45 of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act, 2002 to the effect
that there 1s reason to beheve

that the petitioner is not guilty
ofthe offence as alleged”.
The ED had alleged that he
misused his position to
“unlawfully” acquire 8.86
acres in the Bargain area in
the state capital. The agency
had claimed that during the
probe, Soren's media con-
sultant Abhishek Prasad
admitted that the JMM leader
instructed him to mamipulate
official records to change the
ownership details of the plot.
The ED had also claimed
that the original owner of the
land . Raj Kumar Pahan, had
tned to lodge a complaint
when his land was usurped,
butit was never acted upon.

Delhi excise ‘scam: Apex court
to hear Sisodias bail pleas today

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

The Supreme Court will on
Monday hear senior AAP
leader and former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia’s bail pleas in corrup-
tion and money laundering
cases linked to the Dells
excise policy ‘scam’.

Sisndia has sought bail, con-
tending that he had been in
custody for 16 months and the
trnal against him had not made
any progress since October
223, His pleas are listed for
hearing before a Bench led by
Justice BR Gavail on July 29.

The Supreme Court had on
July 16 asked the Central
Bureau of Investigation { CEI)
and the Enforcement Direc-
tomate (ED) to respond Siso-

The fomer Delhi Deputy CM has
beeninjail for 16 months now.

dia's petitions seeking bail in
the cases. Issuing notice to the
probe agences on the senior
AAP leader's petitions, a
Bench led by Justice BR
Gaval had posted the matter
for hearingon July 29, Sisodia
—who has been denied bail by
the top court 1n the past — has
zsought to revive his petitions.

He was arrested by the CEI
on February 26, 2023 for his
alleged role in the ‘scam’ and
he resigned from the Delhi
Cabinet two days later. The ED
arrested him in a money-laun-
dering caserelated to the scam
on March 9, 2023 after ques-
tioning him in the Tihar Jail

Holding that the possibili-
ty of evidence-tampering by
him ecould not be ruled out,
the Delhi High Court had
on May 21 dismissed Siso-
dia's bail pleas. He chal-
lenged the high court's
order, but the Supreme
Court on June 4 refused to
entertain his bail pleas in
the corruption and money
laundering cases lodged by
the CBI and the ED. —TNS
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Contact Stockists
for Tickets :

FORTICKETS &
TOSTARTLOTTERY
BUSINESS CONTACTUS
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ARE YOU THE NEXT

CROREPATI?

% Amritsar : Narang Agency Ph : 99155 68568 ; P.N.Sharma Lottery Agency Ph : 98142 60060 ;
Sahil Agency Ph: 98768 11664 <+ Batala : Sanjay Lottery Agency Ph:8288R 18536 % Bhatinda:
Bhagwati Enterprises Ph : 98728 70805 ; Rattan Lottery Agency Ph : 91507 91506 <+ Ferozepur
City : N.K. Agency Ph : 98553 99777 ; M.5. & Company Ph : 94176 73400 <+ Hoshlarpur :
Alka Lottery Agency Ph : 95014 20125 4 Jalandhar : Brahmala Lottery Agency Ph : 98144 32770 ;
Lucky Enterprises (TTS show room) Ph : 70092 15251 ; Luthra Lottery Agency Ph : 98140 60575 ;
Shree Ganesh Agency Ph : 98726 36794 + Killianwali : City Lottery Agency Ph : 94668 77311
4 Ludhiana : Chander Parkash Trehan Lottery Agency Ph : 98150 25323 ; Ekomkar Lottery
Ph : 98883 49494 ; Gandhi Brothers Lott Ph : 70090 43433; Pooja Lottery Agency Ph : 98887
22222 : R.P Agency Ph : 98151 42727 : Sanjay Agency Ph : 99152 97675, 0161-4662976 ; Som
Agency Ph : 92169 03031 ; 5.5. Lottery Agency Ph : 98728 16044 ; Sunny Associates Ph : 35010
01114 <+ Mansa : Sumnit Enterprises, Sardulgarh. Ph ; 90562 31764 % Moga : Hansika Lottery
Agency Ph : 90410 01791 < Mohali : Baweja Lottery Agency Ph ; 98151 67722 % Muktsar :
Rajesh Lottery Agency Ph : 81465 00943 <+ Nabha : Pawan Kumar Lottery Ph : 96532 21518
< Pathankot : Billa Lottery Agency Ph : 98143 05724 4 Patiala : 1.M.D. Agency Ph : 88378
90286; Punjab Trading Co. Ph : 98143 21975 % Rajpura : Sandeep Lottery Ph : 99884 66584
% Ropar : L.P. Enterprises Ph. 94638 20992 + Zirakpur : Lokesh Lottery Agency Ph : 88157
28878; Rattan Lottery Ph : 98557 33571

VISHESH DISTRIBUTORS, LUDHIANA.
Ph : 90411 52976 / 80591 12345
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TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE
ATALL LOTTERY
COUNTERS




