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Soldier killed in

cunfight in Poonch,
infiltration bid foiled

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 23

A SOLDIER was killed as the
Army thwarted an infiltration
bid by terrorists along the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district early Tuesday, of-
ficials said. "Alert troops foiled
an infiltration bid by effectively
engaging infiltrating terrorists...
in the Battal sector at 0300
hours," White Knight Corps said
on X. "During the exchange of
heavy fire, one braveheart was
injured. Operations are continu-
ing," the Corps said.

According to sources, troops

picked up the movement of the
group of terrorists in the Battal
forward area of the Krishnagati
belt and forced the terrorists to
retreat. Lance Naik Subash
Kumar was injured in the in-
tense gunfight and later suc-
cumbed, they said, adding ter-
rorists too suffered "loss".

The postmortem has been
conducted and the soldier's body
handed over to the Army, a po-
lice officer said. A search opera-
tion has been launched in the
area, the officials said. There has
been a spurt in terror activities
inJammu in recent months, rais-
ing fears about the revival of mil-
itancy in the region.

Gallantry award to
Haryana IPS officers:

MHA seeks details
of ‘firing’ on farmers

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JULY 23

THE UNION Ministry of Home
Affairs has sought the details of
“firing” by twoIPS officers and two
HPS officers whose names have
been recommended alongwith
that of two others by the Haryana
government for “Police Medal for
Gallantry” for stopping at the
state’s Shambhu border the farm-
ers who were marching from
Punjab to the national capital as
part of their Dilli Chalo agitation
in February.

The MHA requisition came
even as Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urging him to reconsider
Haryana’s recommendation say-
ing that awarding gallantry
medals to the officers involved in
such action against farmersis akin
toadding insult to injury.

The Haryana government in
February had set up barricades at
Shambhu and Khanauri points on
its border with Punjab after the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha announced a march to
Delhi in support of various de-
mands, including a legal guaran-
tee of minimum support price
(MSP) for crops.

In the recommendations sent
to Centre on July 2, the Haryana
government has sought gallantry
medal to three IPS officers —

Sibash Kabiraj (IGP, Ambala),
Jashandeep Singh Randhawa (SP,
Kurukshetra) and Sumit Kumar
(SP, Jind). The three HPS officers
include Narender Singh, Ram
Kumar and Amit Bhatia (all DSPs).
The government forwarded the
names after receiving recommen-
dations from DGP Shatrujeet
Kapur for “their exceptional brav-
ery and leadership”.

However, on July 8, the MHA
sent two communications to the
Haryana home department
pointing out that all the requisite
details have not been shared along
with the applications submitted
online. According to multiple
sources who have seen the com-
munication, the MHA observed
that “firing details of all recom-
mendees and status of criminal
cases against agitators” have not
been uploaded. The MHA asked
the state to provide these details
urgently. In the communication,
the MHA observed that the per-
sonnel of Central Armed
Paramilitary Forces were also de-
ployed along with the Haryana
Police at the state borders but no
such recommendation for the of-
ficers of these forces have been
made. The MHA query is likely to
put the Haryana governmentina
spotasit has never officially stated
that its forces opened fire at the
protesting farmers. The state gov-
ernment has always said that its
forces have only used tear gas
shells and rubber pellets against
the protesters.

Nigerian national gets bail
in Cordelia drug raid case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 23

THE BOMBAY High Court
Tuesday granted bail to a
Nigerian national arrested by the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
in connection with the Cordelia
cruise ship drug raid case in
October, 2021.

He was the last accused in the
case who was yet to get bail from
the courts.

Chinedu Igwe from Nigeria
was arrested by the NCB claim-
ing that ecstasy tablets weighing
15 g were seized from him.

Igwe had approached the HC
after the special court desig-
nated under Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act had rejected his bail plea in
March noting that prima facie
there was evidence of his in-
volvement in the case.

A single-judge bench of

Justice N J Jamadar passed a ver-
dictinanapplication by Igwe not-
ing that the applicant had beenin
custody since October 7,2021.

The court directed that Igwe
be released on bail on furnishing
personal bond of Rs 1 lakh along
with sureties of the same
amount.

It directed Igwe to mark his
presence at NCB office in
Mumbai once every month for
three years or till conclusion of
the trial, whichever is earlier.

Italso said that subject to de-
portation proceedings which
may be initiated against the ap-
plicant, he shall not leave India
without prior permission of the
special court.

As many as 20 people, in-
cluding actor Shah Rukh Khan's
son Aryan Khan, booked in the
case initially by the NCB in
October-November 2021,

Later, charges against six
were dropped later.
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because of RBI's dividend bonanza
of Rs 2.1 lakh crore. The Finance
Minister also promised a declin-
ing trend in government debt-
GDP ratio going ahead.

The markets were not sure
how to read the Budget. The
benchmark 30-stock Sensex was
marginally up when Sitharaman
started the speech but plum-
meted 1,200 points as she an-
nounced hikes in the long term
capital gains tax and the securities
transaction tax on futures and op-
tions. It, however, ended the day
more or less flat at 80,429 points.

With 28 MPs of TDP and
Janata Dal (United) helping the BJP
—downby 63 seats from 2019and
32 short of a majority - return to
the Centre, the Budget almost
came across as a payback plat-
form.

From support for multilateral
funding of Rs 15,000 crore to
Andhra Pradesh this year to Rs
47,400 crore for development
projects in Bihar, the Budget re-
flected the ruling party’s political
imperatives too.

In an echo of what the
Opposition had promised in its
manifesto on the employmentis-
sue, the Budget announced three
new Employment-Linked
Incentive schemes, which come
now as an addition to the
Production-Linked Incentive
scheme. The PLI scheme was crit-
icised for rewarding companies in
14 sectors for achieving higher

sales turnovers, without necessar-
ily boosting jobs.

Sitharaman provided Rs
10,000 crore to the labour min-
istry towards the ELI schemes for
first timers, job creation in manu-
facturing, and support to employ-
ers foradditional jobs. She also al-
located Rs 2,000 crore to the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs to-
wards internship opportunities
for 1 crore youth over five yearsin
the top 500 companies.

Sitharaman also did away
with the “angel tax”, which had
constrained the start-up ecosys-
tem from raising capital. It also
sought to tamp down the recent
exuberance in the stock markets
by raising the securities transac-
tion tax on futures and options
segment, which has been a cause
of concern for financial regulators.

She also did away with index-
ation benefits on capital gains
upon sale of real estate and gold,
and rasied the long term capital
gains tax to 12.5 per cent from 10
per cent. But her personalincome
tax tweaks bring Rs 17,500 in an-
nual tax savings for the salaried.

Though it was the third NDA
government’s first Budget, it did
not spell out a cogent and ambi-
tious reform programme.
Sitharaman, however, did allude
toitin herlist of nine priorities. In
itseleventh year, the NDA govern-
ment said it would formulate an
‘Economic Policy Framework’ to
delineate the overarching ap-

proach to economic development
and set the scope of the next gen-
eration of reforms for facilitating
employment opportunities and
sustaining high growth.

Much of these, however, are
largely in the domain of states;
and the NDA government in its
previous terms too tried to push
these through. Sitharaman did
note that these reforms required
“collaboration between the
Centre and the states and build-
ing consensus, as development of
the country lies in development
of the states”. That is easier said
than done given how Opposition
states have reacted to the way the
Budget has singled out the twoal-
lies.

The first Budget of the NDA
government in its third term is
distinct from the Budgets in the
first years of its previous two
terms. In 2014, it was about the
freshness of ideas such as Jan
Dhan and Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao, plus at least a dozen
schemes with tokenallocations of
Rs 100 crore each, whichwasina
way a thanksgiving to those who
elected the BJP to power.

The second term, which saw
Narendra Modi return to power
with a bigger mandate of 300-
plus, took key policy decisions in-
cluding FDI caps in aviation and
media, and a big disinvestment
push.

After the Budget, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said iten-

e Thank you to allies: Bihar roads to Andhra capital

These announcements, ac-
cording to Leader of Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi,
came at the expense of other
states. He called it a “kursi bachao
Budget” which had made “hollow
promises” even to BJP allies.
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said “half-hearted rewadis
(freebies)” had been distributed
“to dupe coalition partners so the
NDA survives”.

Inher speech, acknowledging
the “need” for Andhra Pradesh to
have a capital, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said the
Centre will “facilitate special fi-
nancial support” of Rs 15,000
crore in the current financial year.
The amount will be key to devel-
oping Amaravati, Naidu’s dream
project which was shelved when
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy came to

power in 2019.
She also announced two in-
dustrial corridors,

Visakhapatnam-Chennai and
Hyderabad-Bengaluru; a special
backward areas fund for
Rayalaseema, Prakasam and

North Coastal Andhra; and finan-
cial help to complete the
Polavaram irrigation project.

Ahead of the Budget, Naidu
had made three rounds of Delhi
to meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah as well as Cabinet Ministers
including Sitharaman to press for
the state’s demands.

The Rs 15,000 crore for
Amaravatiis a bigboost for Naidu,
whose TDPisan NDA constituent
with 16 Lok Sabha MPs, as well as
his cash-starved state. Naidu can
finally hope to finish the construc-
tion of the capital city he dreamt of
building after bifurcation of the
state, but had toleave midway af-
ter losing to Reddy.

“Today the Centre promised
Rs 15,000 crore financial support
in the Budget. There is hope that
happy days are here again,” Naidu
said in the Assembly during a de-
bate on Tuesday.

The JD(U), which has 12 Lok
Sabha MPs, too appeared satisfied
with the Budgetannouncements.
Speaking to The Indian Express,

JD(U) advisor and chief national
spokesperson K CTyagi said, “we
are very happy with what Bihar
got”.He said there was no pointin
reading too much into the Centre
not considering special status for
the state. “Let the Opposition cry
foul. The idea is to ensure devel-
opment of Bihar. An annual pack-
age of Rs 1 lakh crore has made a
good start for us,” he said.

The Purvodaya project, which
concentrates on development of
the country’s easternregion, is ex-
pected to help both Bihar and
Andhra Pradesh.

Sitharaman also announced
that on the Amritsar-Kolkata in-
dustrial corridor, there will be an
industrial node at Gaya, “which
will serve as a good model for de-
veloping ancient centres of cul-
tural importance to future centres
of modern economy’”.

The government will also sup-
portroad connectivity projects, in-
cluding Patna-Purnea
Expressway, Buxar-Bhagalpur
Expressway, Bodhgaya, Rajgir,
Vaishali and Darbhanga spurs,and
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sured inclusive growth, benefit-
ing every segment of society and
paving the way for a developed
India. “The ELI scheme will create
crores of jobs... The first salary of
the first job of a youngster will
now be borne by the government.
Working in top companies under
the scheme, the young interns will
find new avenues of possibilities,”
he said.

Inits estimates, the Budget for
2024-25 did not deviate from the
interim Budget presented on
February 1. Sitharaman has pro-
jecteda 11 per centincrease in tax
revenues for the current year, al-
most similar to the previous year.

The Finance Ministry expects
to forego Rs 29,000 crore from its
direct tax giveaways and Rs 8,000
crore from indirect tax cuts, and
mobilise Rs 30,000 crore from the
various tax measures. Net-net, this
will result in revenue foregone of
Rs 7000 crore.

Despitea8.5 per centincrease
in the Budget size to Rs 48,20,512
crore, Sitharaman hopes to cutthe
fiscal deficit by 0.7 percentage
points to 4.9 per cent of the GDP
in2024-25.

The Budget estimates a 10.5
per cent nominal growth rate in
the current financial year. While
the Budget estimates a nominal
GDP growth rate of 10.5 per cent
for the year, an average inflation
of 4.5 per cent as projected by RBI
would suggest a real GDP growth
rate of around 6 per cent.

an additional two-lane bridge
over Gangariver at Buxarata cost
of Rs 26,000 crore. Power projects,
including a new 2,400 megawatt
plant at Pirpainti, will be taken up
at a cost of Rs 21,400 crore,
Sitharaman said, while also an-
nouncing “new airports, medical
colleges and sports infrastructure
inBihar”.

Rs 11,500 crore has been set
aside foran “accelerated irrigation
benefit programme for flood pre-
vention and management”.

Sitharaman said that “com-
prehensive development” of
Vishnupad Temple at Gaya and
Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya
will be supported, modelled on
the Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Corridor, to transform them into
“world class pilgrim and tourist
destinations”.

“We had proposed that if spe-
cial status wasn't feasible for tech-
nical reasons, Bihar should receive
special assistance (vishesh madat)
from the Centre in another form,
which has been announced to-
day,” Nitish said later.

e PLI to ELI: Three schemes, internship to boost employment

acknowledgement of the unem-
ployment challenge, a hot-button
issue in the Lok Sabha election
campaign. There is growing con-
cern over rising unemployment
and a shift of workers towards
agriculture and other informal
sectors after the pandemic.

Schemes under the Prime
Minister’s Package for
Employment and Skilling have re-
ceived aBudget outlay of Rs 2 lakh
crore spread over the next few
years. With only eight monthsre-
maining in the ongoing financial
year 2024-25, the schemes have
beenallocated Rs 12,000 crore for
this year, out of which Rs 10,000
crore has been allocated to
Ministry of Labour and
Employment for the three ELI
schemes and Rs 2,000 crore has
been given to Ministry of
Corporate Affairs for the intern-
ship programme.

Enrolment in the EPFO
(Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation) will form the basis
of the three ELI schemes, which
will focus on recognition of first-
time employees, workersin man-

ufacturing, and additional job cre-
ation. The Finance Minister also
announced a comprehensive in-
ternship scheme for providingin-
ternship opportunities to youth
aged between 21 and 24 years in
500 top companies. This is ex-
pected to benefit 1 crore youth in
five years.

“They will gain exposure for 12
months to real-life business envi-
ronments, varied professions and
employment opportunities. An
internship allowance of Rs 5,000
per month along withaone-time
assistance of Rs 6,000 will be pro-
vided. Companies will be ex-
pected to bear the training cost
and 10 per cent of the internship
cost from their CSR (corporate so-
cial responsibility) funds,”
Sitharaman said in her Budget
speech.

The ELI scheme came as a re-
sponse to political criticism of the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme which sought to extend
benefits to companies for higher
sales turnover, even if these did
notresultinany employment cre-
ation.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

According to the Budget docu-
ments, the three ELI schemes will
include the following features:

Scheme A

For first-timers: The
scheme, which will be for two
years, will provide a month’s
wage to all employees entering
the workforce in all formal sec-
tors. There will be direct benefit
transfer of one month’s salary —
up to a limit of Rs 15,000 — in
three instalments to first-time
employees as registered with the
EPFO. The salary eligibility limit
for this scheme will be Rs 1 lakh
per month. The scheme is likely
to benefit 2.10 crore youths,
Sitharaman said. Employees will
have to undergo compulsory on-
line financial literacy course be-
fore claiming the second instal-
ment and the subsidy will be
refunded by the employer if the
employment to the first-time
employee ends within 12
months of recruitment.

Scheme B
Job creation in manufactur-

ing: This scheme will be
launched with a view to incen-
tivise additional employmentin
the manufacturing sector linked
to the employment of first-time
employees. All employers, cor-
porate and non-corporate enti-
ties, with a three-year record of
EPFO contribution, will be eligi-
ble. Incentives ranging between
8-24 per cent will be paid for
four years to both employees
and employers. The government
expects the scheme to benefit 30
lakh youths and their employers.

Scheme C

Support to employers for ad-
ditional jobs: This employer-fo-
cussed scheme will cover addi-
tional employment in all sectors.
All additional employment within
a salary limit of Rs 1 lakh per
month will be counted under the
scheme. The government will re-
imburse to employers up to Rs
3,000 per month for two years to-
wards the EPFO contribution for
each additional employee. The
scheme is expected to incentivise
additional employment of 50lakh

o In boost for start-ups,
Govt scraps ‘angel tax’

bodies like the Confederation
of Indian Industries (CII) and
even government agencies like
the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT).

“To bolster the Indian start-
up ecosystem, boost the entre-
preneurial spirit, and support
innovation, I propose to abolish
the so-called angel tax for all
classes of investors,” Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in her Budget speech.

During a post-Budget press
conference, asked why the tax
was abolished when it was first
introduced as a measure to
check money laundering,
Sitharaman said it was prima-
rily a tax provision, not a sys-
tem to check money launder-
ing.
“There are other measures
for the Income Tax department
to address issues of money
laundering and to trace the
source of funds. Provisions of
the Companies Act can also be
invoked if there is deliberate
undervaluing of shares,”
Finance Secretary T V
Somanathan said.

While the start-up ecosys-
tem was upbeat about the de-
cision, there were concerns
about tax demands that were
raised prior to the announce-
ment. “It looks like the abolish-
ment is only happening from
this point onwards. That does
not solve the problem of the tax
demands that the government
had earlier raised,” a start-up
founder told The Indian
Express on condition of
anonymity.

Responding to a question on
the retrospective effect of the
tax, Revenue Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra said at the press con-
ference: “There is no retrospec-
tive tax which we have im-
posed... if there is any such
previous case, those cases will
continue. We will see them in
the light of facts and circum-
stances of each case... itis only
where there is actually money
laundering... only in those cases
will it be imposed.”

The decision comes amid a
funding winter that has en-
gulfed the start-up ecosystem
since 2022 owing to geopoliti-
cal tensions, and rising scrutiny
into firms' corporate gover-
nance structures.

According to a report by
market intelligence platform
PrivateCircle Research earlier
this year, start-up funding in
India fell over 62 per cent in

persons.

More details of these schemes
are expected to come in later
when they get notified. In addition
to these ELI schemes and the in-
ternship programme, the govern-
ment also intends to upgrade
1,000Industrial Training Institutes
(ITIs) in hub and spoke arrange-
ments in five years.

Inadequate employment gen-
eration and loss of jobs in the in-
formal sector was also flagged in
the Economic Survey for2023-24
that was tabled in Parliament on
Monday.

According to the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS), more
than 45 per cent of the workforce
is employed in agriculture, 11.4
per cent in manufacturing, 28.9
per cent in services, and 13.0 per
centisinconstruction. The Survey
had pointed out that the predom-
inance of agriculture in providing
employment to nearly half of the
population, especially females, is
both a challenge and an opportu-
nity.

The employment data under-
scores the importance of creating
jobs in the formal sector. As per
the Survey, in terms of employ-

2023 to Rs 66,908 crore, from
Rs 1,80,000 crore in 2022. This
is the lowest since 2018, when
startups in India raised Rs
1,00,930 crore.

“Previously, the require-
ment for Income Tax officers to
understand and assess valua-
tions led to unnecessary con-
flicts and delays, involving
chartered accountants, valuers
and tax officials. Valuation as-
sessments were never meant to
fall within the purview of
Income Tax officers, and this
change eliminates those com-
plications,” said Anirudh A
Damani, managing partner,
Artha Venture Fund.

'Angel tax' was first intro-
duced in 2012, when India’s
start-up ecosystem was at a
nascent stage, to deter the gen-
eration and use of unaccounted
money through the subscrip-
tion of shares of a closely held
company at a value that is
higher than the fair market
value. During last year’s Budget,
its scope was widened to in-
clude non-resident investors
from April 1 this year.

With start-ups depending
on foreign capital, non-resident
investors are among the biggest
sources of funding. Some of the
most successful Indian start-
ups have been backed by in-
vestors based in the United
States, Middle East and China.

In May, the Finance Ministry
exempted investors from 21
countries, including the US, UK
and France, from the ambit of
the 'angel tax'. But the list did
not include countries like
Singapore, the Netherlands and
Mauritius, which have tradi-
tionally been key geographies
for start-ups to raise money.

Last September, the Finance
Ministry notified rules on an
'angel tax' mechanism to eval-
uate the shares issued by un-
listed start-ups to investors.
The rules included an addi-
tional sub-clause on compulso-
rily convertible preference
shares (CCPS) which said the
valuation of CCPS can also be
based on the fair market value
of unquoted equity shares.

Besides the discounted cash
flow (DCF) method for resident
investors, the tax department
prescribed five valuation meth-
ods for non-resident investors:
comparable company multiple
method; probability weighted
expected return method; op-
tion pricing method; milestone
analysis method; and replace-
ment cost method.

ment status of workers, 57.3 per
cent of the total workforce is self-
employed, and 18.3 per cent is
working as unpaid workers in
household enterprises. Casual
labour comprises 21.8 per cent of
the total workforce and regular
wage/salaried workers are 20.9
per cent of the total workforce.
The Indian economy needs to
generate anaverage of nearly 78.5
lakh jobs annually until 2030 in
the non-farm sector to cater to the
rising workforce, the Survey said.

The Survey had also called
upon the private sector to step up
its role in employment genera-
tion, terming it the “real bottom
line” for the private sector. “It is
worthreiterating that job creation
happens mainly in the private sec-
tor. Second, many (not all) of the
issues that influence economic
growth, job creation and produc-
tivity and the actions to be taken
therein are in the domain of state
governments. So, in other words,
India needs a tripartite compact,
more than ever before, to deliver
on the higher and rising aspira-
tions of Indians and complete the
journey to Viksit Bharat by 2047,
it had said.
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2020 RIOTS CASE: ACTIONS AMOUNT TOHATE CRIME, COURT RAPS DELHI POLICE
‘Hoping justice will
finally be served’: Kin

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

UNDERLINING that the police-
men’s actions amounted to a
“hate crime” that was “moti-
vated and driven by religious
bigotry,” the Delhi High Court
Tuesday directed the CBI
to probe the death of 23-year-old
Faizan during the Northeast
Delhi riots in 2020.

The court took note of two
purported videos that went vi-
ral online, in which the deceased
was seen lying injured as police-
meninriot gear were seen beat-
ing him; hurling abuses while
forcing him to sing Vande
Mataram and the national an-
them during the 2020 riots.

“Itis extremely important to
note that this case presents al-
legations of gross violation of
humanrights,in as much as the
unlawful actions of the police-
men, who are yet to be identi-
fied, were motivated and driven
by religious bigotry and, there-
fore, would amount to a ‘hate-
crime’,” the HC said.

The HCwas hearing a petition
by Kismatun, mother of Faizan,
seeking a court-monitored SIT
probe into her son’s death. Inthe
petition, it was alleged Faizan
was “targeted, brutally assaulted”
and “injured by policemen” at
Kardampuri and subsequently
“illegally detained” in an injured
condition at Jyoti Nagar police
station between February 24-25,
2020.He was denied timely crit-
ical medical care resulting in his
death later at a hospital, claimed
the petition.

Inthe 38-page order by Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani, the HC
came down heavily on the Delhi
Police, observing that “perpetra-
tors of the crime are therefore still
atlarge, though they are allmem-
bers of the police force in Delhi.”

“Even if it is assumed that
Faizan and/or the other young
men had sustained some injuries
earlier during rioting, several po-
licemen present at the spot are

WHAT TRANSPIRED OVER THE PAST 4 YEARS

FEB 28, 2020: FIR filed at
Bhajanpura police station
under IPC sections 143, 144,
47,148,149 and 308

DEC 22, 2020: Faizan’s mother
Kismatun files petitionin
Delhi HC seeking that a fresh
probe by an SIT, comprising
senior police officers with
credibility and unblemished
records, be ordered

FEB 1,2021: HCinstructs police
to file an affidavit stating the
functioning of CCTVsin Jyoti
Nagar police station on Feb 24
and 25, 2020, where Faizan
was detained, hours before his
death ata hospital

MARCH 22, 2021: Police tells
HC that Jyoti Nagar police
station CCTVs were not
working between Feb 24 and
March4in 2020 due to
technical reasons and there
was no tampering involved

JAN 11, 2022: Police say it has
made further progress in the
probe and tells the court it has
identified and questioned a
head constable in the case

FEB 22,2022: HC expresses
dissatisfaction with police’s
probe status report

MARCH 7, 2024: Court notes
that forensic analysis of

Grab from the purported
video that showed the
men, including Faizan,
writhing in pain. Express

evidence has been pending

for almost 10 months; special
public prosecutor says ready to
proceed with the matter but
seeks in-chamber hearing

M Of the 33 dates when the
matter was listed before the
HC, it was materially heard
only about 14 times, according
to the official case details.

M Hearings were stalled for
around 4 months for want of
forensic analysis. On the other
hand, Kismatun’s side
requested for early hearing of
their case at least twice

clearly seen surrounding, drag-
ging, kicking and striking blows
on Faizan and the other young
men with batons/ lathis; abusing
them; and ordering them to sing
the National Anthem while they
are lying seriously injured and
helpless on the roadside. All this
has admittedly happened on
24.02.2020,” the order stated.
The HC noted that four-and-
a-half years have elapsed and not
evenone policeman “involvedin
the abuse and assault conclu-
sively (hasbeen)identified in the
course of the investigation” so far.
“Without making too much
of aharsh comment, this courtis
constrained to observe that in-
vestigation in the present case

has evidently been tardy, sketchy,
and conveniently sparing of the
persons who are suspected to be
involved in brutally assaulting
the petitioner’s son. What is
worse is that the suspects were
entrusted to act as custodians of
thelaw, and were in a position of
power and authority, but seemed
to have been driven by bigoted
mindsets,” it underlined.

Special Public Prosecutor
Amit Prasad had told the court
that the Delhi Police, at first, was
unable to identify the policemen
seen wielding lathis and kicking
the men because all policemen
on duty during the riots were in
riot gear and their faces could not
be seen in the video.

HC: CBI to probe death of man
‘forced to sing national anthem’

The order notes that during
the course of the hearing, the po-
lice’s counsel had said “they have
put two policemen, a head con-
stable and a constable — identi-
fied as being present at the spot
at the relevant time — through a
polygraph test at FSL Rohini”. It
was stated that the responses of
these policemen were found to
be “deceptive”. It was also stated
that the “two policemen” had
been put through a voice-match-
ing test, wherein their voice sam-
ples had matched certain words
spoken at the spot.

However, the HC said “there
is no gainsaying that what the
Delhi Police have done so far is
too little, too late”. “In the opin-
ion of this court, transfer of inves-
tigation is necessitated in the
present case to guard credibility
of the investigation and to instill
confidence in the victims as tothe
fairness of the process, if for no
other reason,” the High Court
said, directing the investigating
officer concerned to transfer all
records, including material and
evidence collected and state-
mentsrecorded in the case sofar,
to the Director, CBI, in 7 days.

The HC also noted that it has
refrained from engaging in any
detailed consideration of evi-
dence collected by the investigat-
ing officer so far, some of which
have been shared with the court
“during hearings in-chamber”.

Referring to the Supreme
Court’s 2018 decision in ‘Tehseen
SPoonawalla vs Union of India &
others’, the High Court said the
apex court has enunciated the
meaning and articulated the
“abhorrent” nature of hate
crime, in the context of mob vig-
ilantism and mob violence.

“It must be understood that
mob vigilantism and mob vio-
lence do not cease to be so
merely because these are perpe-
trated, not by ordinary citizens,
but by policemen themselves. If
anything, the element of abom-
ination gets aggravated if a hate
crime is committed by persons
in uniform,” the HC said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JULY 23

FOUR YEARS after Faizan’s death
during the 2020riots, his family’s
hope for justice was revived.

On Tuesday, after a seven-
month hiatus, his brother
Nadeem, 40, got a call from their
lawyer. “We did not know it was
the day of hearing. There has
been no case update since
December. We were told a CBI
probe was ordered in the case.
We are hopeful justice may fi-
nally be served,” he said.

In the plea filed by their
mother Kismatun in the High
Court, it was alleged that the
23-year-old was “targeted” and
“injured by policemen” and
subsequently “illegally de-
tained” in an injured condition
at a police station on February
24-25, 2020, where he was de-
nied timely critical care, result-
ing in his death. A purported
video showed he was forced to
sing the national anthem.

Kismatun, who said she has

been tackling health issues since
Faizan’s death, was at a hospital
when she was told of the order.
“They said we won and a new
agency will probe. We've come
this far, we'll win again,” she said.

“He was my best son and
was earning for the family at a
young age. He was about to get
engaged. I think of him every
day,” she said.

Nadeem, who lives with the
family in Northeast Delhi’s Kar-
dampuri, recollected two phone
callsinthe pastthat gave theman
illusion of hope: “Once, our la-
wyer (Vrinda Grover) said two of-
ficers who were at the spot were
identified. The second time, police
said they initiated inquiries. We
thought action would follow both
times... but nothing happened.”

Soutik Banerjee, one of the
lawyers appearing for Kismatun,
said the HC's observations are
“significantand profound”. “The
HC acknowledged Delhi Police
personnel have committed a
hate crime motivated by reli-
gious bigotry. This is a significant
observation,” he said.

Remove posts against
Om Birla’s daughter:
HC directs Google, X

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

THE DELHI High Court Tuesday
directed Google and X (formerly
Twitter) to remove various social
media posts that alleged Indian
Railway Personnel Service officer
Anjali Birla cleared the UPSC
exam in her first attempt by “in-
dulging in corrupt practices and
misusing” her father Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla’s influence.
Asingle-judge bench of Justice
Navin Chawla passed the ex parte
ad-interiminjunction order while
hearing Anjali’s defamation law-
suit. “Having considered the con-
tentions of the plaintiff (Anjali
Birla), and having heard the sen-
ior counsel for the plaintiff, 'm of
the opinion that the plaintiff has
been able to make out a prima fa-
cie case in her favour. The balance
of convenience is also in favour of
the plaintiff and against defen-

dants... The social media posts
complained of donotappeartobe
made after due verification,” the
High Court said.

It also said the posts did not
“appear to be bonafide”. X and
Google have been directed to
“remove or block within 24
hours” the social media content
flagged in Anjali’s lawsuit “till
further orders”.

Appearing for the IRPS offi-
cer, senior advocate Rajiv Nayyar
said, “My private pictures have
been posted as if I'm a model. I
had attended a wedding recep-
tion...it's slanderous.”

Nayyar argued that only be-
cause Anjali’s father happens to
be the Speaker, which is a con-
stitutional post, a “false and ma-
licious campaign” was started
against her and her family. He
said the social media content is
“per se defamatory and incorrect
and made in a reckless manner”
only to tarnish her reputation.

é}.% KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA

el GOle Market, New Delhi-110001

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

NAVEATHNA COMPANY
(A Govi. of Indla Underiaking)
Websie : www irooncrg CIN - L4SZ050L 197860108111

eon
g-Procurement Notice
e-Tender No.: IRCONELECTIS01T/NELS. DDITEP/IOTI41 Date: 22.07.2024
e-Tender for and an bahkalf of Central RHadway i5 invided from biddars meabng qualifyng
requiraments for the work of "Supply, Erection, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Test
Benchas, etc. in connection with setting up of New Electric Loco Shed at Daund, Sholapir
Divislon, Central Radlway."

Estimated Cost of the Work

Rs. 22641671

Last Date & Tims of E-E-id Eutlmissiun 12 04. Il.'lidu upln 17.00 I'IFR

.I".mnﬂﬁfnenls. Carrigendum, rf:ang.- widd e hested on fha .t'eb‘:IIE arky
Chiel General Manager/Electrical,
-4 District Canfra, Sakal Mew Dakhi-110017 (India)

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Sibian Road. Bathinda - 151003 { PUHJAEL“
63

Phone: 0164-2270261, 2760262 Fax: 0164-227
E-mall: gslayalinfleo.ln: skbagariai@nfl.co.n

Ref No. NFBIMM/PQ S/2024 Dated : 24-July-2024
Applications are invited for pre-qualification of suppliers for the following:

Estimated Annual
Sl No. St procurement Value
Pre-Qualification of Vendors for Repair!
N | Reblading of Rokoes . 300 takhs

Co - Sponsor

state Parther

The list of suppliers finalized against this advertisement will be applicable
to all Units of National Fertilizers Limited (i.e., Nangal, Bathinda, Panipat &
Vijaipur), For other details regarding Scope. Eligibility Criteria and
documents to be submitted by the applican! etc. please refer our Website:
www.nationalfertilizers.com, CPP portal hitpsifeprocura.gov.in. Any
subsaguent amendments of the above Motice shall be displayed on
aforesaid websites only. The interested suppliers may submit their applications
tothe above address, so as o reachus lalestby 02.09.2024

TENDER NOTICE

Kendriya Vidyalaya Gole Market invites the tender for
Whitewash / Painting and other M&R work of Vidyalaya
building from the reputed firms. Tender can be obtained
on payment of Rs. 500/- cash or bank draft in favour of
Kendriya Vidyalaya Gole Market 2nd Shift VVN Alc
during 10.30 AM to 1.30 PM on all the working days from
25.07.2024 to 07.08.2024. The last date for submission
of tender is 08.08.2024 by 3.00 PM and will be opened
on 09.08.2024 at 12.30 PM.

Principal

@NIAB

National Institute of Animal Biotechnology
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National Institute of Animal Biotechnology

An Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt of India
Sy. No.37, Opp. Journalist Colony, Extended Q City Road, Near Gowlidoddi, Gachibowli,

Hyderabad-500032, Tel: +91 40 2312 0103/115; Email: admin@niab.org.in; Web: www.niab.res.in

Advt. No. 21/2024
NIAB, an autonomous institute under the aegis of the Department of Biotechnology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India, is aimed to harness novel
and emerging biotechnologies and create knowledge in the cutting edge areas for
improving animal health and productivity. NIAB invites applications from Indian
citizens for the following position:

Position : Scientist-G | Pay Level -14 | No of post:1-0BC

Chief Manager (Materials)

ASEOCIlE Parimer

Formore details, please visit NIAB website www.niab.res.in

Date of commencement of online applications: 22" Jul 2024 Sd/-
Last date for submitting online applications: 23 Aug 2024

Organiser

Co - Organiser
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Uttar Pradesh Fire Labour Department, OF EGI:IAEEHGEIIE-I&?IEDEUETM ﬂm.:"F;::L;;plenﬁ a.sggf:?nnnn
National Disaster Relief Commissioner Office, & Emergency Services  Govt of Uttar Pradesh
Gaovt Of Uttar Pradesh VOICE OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE

Ma nagement Authariw Govt Of Uttar Pradesh
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UTTAR PRADESH FIRE & SAFETY

EXPO AND CONFERENCE

UFSEG

AN EXCLUSIVE EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE ON
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY(HSE) FIRE SAFETY &

24"-25" JULY 2024

DISASTER RESPONSE

UTTAR PRADESH'S BIGGEST

FIRE & SRFETY
EXPO AND CONFERENGE

Inauguration Today

Don't miss the opportunity to connect

with industry leaders and stay updated on the latest safety
trends in HSE, Fire Safety and Disaster Response

Disaster Response Fire Safety
TITLE SPONSOR PLATINUM SPONSORS DIAMOND SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORS SUPPORTING PARTNER “"EE{#&ESE P:":ﬁ:*:n
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Time: 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Address: Hall No. 01, India EXPO Centre and Mart,
Knowledge Park 2, Greater Noida

EN'HV Spot Registration (Conference)
I:“EE Kaushik Floria +91 88824 64168

epaper.indianexpress.@nm.. .
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ANANDVIHAR IHBAS PUSA ROHINI SKYWATCH
Moderate Satisfactory Satisfactory Moderate July24
Generally cloudy sky.
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“TOUCHED IRON GATE THAT HAD ELECTRICITY RUNNING THROUGHIT’

UPSC aspirant dies after electrocution
on waterlogged lane in Central Delhi

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

ON MONDAY afternoon, 26-year-
old Nilesh Rai was heading back
to his paying guest accommoda-
tionin South Patel Nagar’s Block 8
after a study session at the Book
Lounge library nearby. He was
preparing for the civil services
exam. It had rained a little during
the day and the weather was
pleasant but the lane in front of his
PG was waterlogged. Nilesh
hopped across a dry patch and
held onto the iron gate near his
PG’s building to cross the clogged
section — within seconds, he was
electrocuted to death.

The gate had electricity run-
ning through it, owing to a naked
wire touching it.

DCP (Central) M Harsha
Vardha said at 2.43 pm, a police
team rushed to the spot near
Power Gym, Patel Nagar Metro
station, following a PCR call to
Ranjit Nagar police station.

“It was found that the victim
was electrocuted due to an elec-
tric currentin the iron gate. There
was also waterlogging on the
road. The victim was taken toRIVIL
Hospital where he was declared
dead by doctors,” he said.

A case was registered under
sections 106(1) (causing death of
any person by doing any rash or
negligent act not amounting to
culpable homicide)and 285 (dan-
ger or obstruction in public way
or line of navigation) of the BNS
against unknown persons.

The Indian Express had re-
ported in July that over the last
year, as per data shared by sources
in the power department, 50 in-
stances of electrocution were re-
ported in which 26 people died.

A major reason behind these
incidents was encroachmentand
illegal extension of houses around
electricity poles.

— BRIEFLY —

YouTuber
Elvish Yadav
appears before
EDinmoney
laundering case

Lucknow:  YouTuber
Siddharth Yadav alias
Elvish Yadav appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate on Tuesday
for questioning in a
money laundering case
linked to the suspected
use of snake venom as a
recreational drug in par-
ties he hosted and related
financial transactions, of-
ficial sources said.The
agency will record his
statement at its zonal of-
fice located at Ashok
Marg. The central agency
had registered a case in
May.

PTI

GTB shooting
accused, 3

othersarrested

New Delhi: Four sharp-
shooters of a gang active
in the trans-Yamuna area,
including one allegedly
involved in the fatal
shooting of a 32-year-old
man inside a ward in the
GTB Hospital, were ar-
rested, officials on
Tuesday said. The ac-
cused have been identi-
fied as Rahul Singh (33),
Suhail (22), Mukesh (27),
and Sameer (22), they
said. According to the po-
lice, Sameer was also in-
volved in the GTB hospital
murder case, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(special cell) Pratiksha
Godara said. She further
said that these accused
were wanted in many
cases, including murder,
robbery, extortion and
Arms Act. A 32-year-old
man was shotdead inside
a ward of the GTB
Hospital, Delhi on July 14
inwhatwasdescribedasa
case of mistaken identity.

PTI

The iron gate near Patel Nagar Metro station had a live wire

touching it. Amit Mehra

‘Watched helplessly’

Nilesh’s friend Abhishek Singh
(26), who lived in the same PG,
said he watched helplessly as it
happened.

“We ran down... shouted for
help and tried pushing him off the
gate with a wooden ladder... but
the water was also electrified and
the ladder was wet from the rain.
It was too late...,” said Abhishek,

also a UPSC aspirant.

He alleged a building next
door was using the wire that
caused the electrocution to power
an electric water pump.

Nilesh had been preparing for
his fourth attempt at the UPSC
exam. While he couldn’t clear the
preliminary exams the last three
times, he did so this year and was
studying for the main exam. A

PREVIOUS INCIDENTS

JUNE 25, 2023: 34-year-old
school teacher electrocuted
outside New Delhi railway
station after accidentally
coming in contact with a live
wire amid rain

APRIL 24, 2024: 12-year-old
boy dies after coming in touch
with a telephone pole in
Dwarka’s Chhawla area

JULY 13:

M 34-year-old woman was
wading through a waterlogged
street in Yamuna Vihar when
she was electrocuted by a live
wire that had fallen on the
ground.

Nilesh Rai died on
Monday. Express

HWDelhi cop electrocuted when
he went near a high-tension
wire while inspecting a crime
scene in Najafgarh; he died a
week later

civil engineering graduate from
IISC in Bangalore, he hailed from
Uttar Pradesh’s Ghazipur. His fa-
ther is a district court lawyer.
“He was a bright student and
really wanted to be successful for
his family’s sake,” said Abhishek.
Kapil Singh (27), another fel-
low aspirant, said he had spoken
to Nilesh just a few days ago.
“We talked about the exam
and our futures like we usually
did. I was coming to Delhi for
some work and we had made
plans to meet,” he said. “He was
such a cheerful and jolly guy. Ask
anyone in this neighbourhood,
from the tea shop to the book-
shop, everyone knows him for his
good nature.” Kapil and Nilesh
had become friends after meet-
ing in Vajiram, a UPSC coaching
institute, in 2019. “We used to sit
inthe back and discuss the topics
that were being taught. That’s
how we became friends,” he said,
adding, “After that, we both chose
to study on our own and would
meet in the library in ORN (Old
Rajinder Nagar) almost every
day.”
The man’s death was also

flagged by AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal. Ina poston X, she
wrote: “This is not an accident, it
is a murder caused by failure of
the government system... An FIR
should be filed... and immediate
action should be taken against all
responsible persons.”

ATata Power-DDL spokesper-
son responded to the death, say-
ing the incident was “due to elec-
tric current leakage from the
customer’s damaged motor
wiring, which touched the iron
gate at the entrance of a colony.
Onreceiving the information, our
breakdown team promptly ar-
rived at the site.”

The spokesperson added,
"We extend our deepest sympa-
thies to the family of the de-
ceased. At Tata Power-DDL, we
are committed to ensuring a safe
monsoon season for our con-
sumers and preventing such
tragic incidents... We urge the
public to be cautious during the
monsoon, and follow safety
guidelines, such as avoiding wa-
terlogged areas, staying clear of
fallen wires, and promptly report-
ing any electrical hazards.”

UNION BUDGET: WHAT'SINIT FOR DELHI

‘Why should Delhi be penalised by

Centre for being surplus-budget statep’ hiked for 3 central
govt hospitals, minor

decline for Safdarjung

AS THE allocation for the
Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi (GNCTD)in the
Union Budget 2024-25 remained
stagnant at Rs 1,168 crore, DELHI
MINISTER ATISHI slammed the
Centre for "injustice".
Developmental and infrastruc-
tural work — such as the exten-
sion of flyovers and drainage
overhaul — has been affected due
to funds, she told JATIN ANAND.

Excerpts:

What is your biggest disap-
pointment with this year's
budget allocation?

Delhi, despite its special sta-
tus, operates its finances like all
states through consolidated
funds composed of its revenue
and allocations from the Centre.
Unlike other states, however, you
(the Centre) are not giving us our
share. This is our biggest disap-
pointment. We were just asking
for 8-10% , which is our rightful
due — half for the MCD and half
for the Delhi government. How
will Delhi, and by extension the
country, develop further with this
approach?

The BJP's rebuttal is that the
Centre invests several times
your ask in Delhi's infrastruc-

Atishi addresses media on
budget allocation to Delhi,
on Tuesday. Express

tural development. Your com-
ment?

Centrally-sponsored schemes
and institutions operate in all
states. Despite that, states get
their share in taxes, but not Delhi.
The Delhi government pays Rs
40,000 crore in taxes - including
GST and VAT - and, in total, con-
tributes Rs 2.5 lakh crore in taxes.

Delhi is a surplus-budget state.
What issues does it face in
terms of its developmental
needs due to stagnant alloca-
tion by the Centre?

Being surplus-budget means
that we run the government, and

its schemes, on the one hand; and
efficiently raise our revenue on
the other hand. Why should we
be penalised for that? We should
actually get incentives for efficient
management but you (the
Centre)are doing the exact oppo-
site. We are even paying the loans
of previous governments, along
with the interest component
which has accrued over the years.
Look at the injustice.

Are any schemes, in particular,
facing delays because of the
budget allocation?

Developmental and infra-
structural work gets deferred due
to funds. For instance, Delhi's
drainage system needs an over-
haul because of the change in
rainfall patterns.

Earlier, the drainage system
was designed to be able to tackle
a maximum of around 100 mm
of rainbut now it (the rain) goes to
200 mm and sometimes even to
300 mm.

For a drainage system over-
haul, an expense of around Rs
8,000toRs 10,000 crore would be
incurred. If we got the due share,
more than the 25 flyovers and
their extensions, which we have
built over the last 10 years,
would have come up in Delhi.

In Delhi, the expenditure on
police is borne by the Centre.
However, close to Rs 500 crore
has been slashed from the al-
location. How do you view this
cut?

The one thing that they (the
Centre) have todoinDelhi s this.
They have had the Delhi Police
under them for the last 10 years,
and we have had education and
power. Can anyone say that the
law and order and security situa-
tion in Delhi has improved over
this period? On the other hand,
everyone will tell you how the ed-
ucation and power sectors in the
city have improved since we took
over.

The MCD has not been allo-
cated anything in this year's
budget. How do you view this?

We give urbanlocal bodies 70
to 80% of their funds. All states get
money from the Centre for civic
bodies, but not Delhi. I challenge
the BJP to tell me one thing you
have done for Delhi in the last 11
budgets — no new hospital, uni-
versity, sports complex.

Delhi is now home to three
crore people. What is the public
interest value in venues like
Bharat Mandapam which you
have built?

At Rs 1,168 crore, Delhi’s share unchanged

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

DELHI HAS got the same alloca-
tion from the Centre this year as
it did in 2023-24 -- Rs 1,168
crore. The transfer to Delhi from
the Union home ministry in-
cluded Rs 1,168 crore under the
revenue head and Rs 0.01 crore
under the capital head, showed
the budget document tabled in
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

The grants in return for
Delhi’s share in the pool of cen-
tral taxes and duties were
clubbed under “central assis-
tance to Union Territories” in
the 2023-24 budget estimates.
This practice was followed in
2024-25 as well. This allocation

in the 2024-25 budget esti-
mates for Delhi was Rs 951
crore, the same as the budget
for 2023-24.1t is provided for fi-
nancing schemes of the Delhi
government.

Criticising the Budget,
Finance Minister Atishi said
Delhi has not received a single
penny as its share in central
taxes despite paying Rs 2.34
lakh crore in taxes to the Centre.

“Like every year, the Modi
government presented its
budget and did not give any
share to Delhi... Delhi’s demand
is just 5% of the taxes it submit-
ted to the central government
but it has not received its share
of allocation for 2024-25,” she
said at a press conference

Tuesday.
“E B

Atishi said Delhi paid Rs 2.32
lakh crore, including Rs 2.7 lakh
crore as taxand Rs 25,000 crore
as its CGST share, to the Centre
last year: “... What did the peo-
ple ask from the central govern-
ment? Only 5% of taxes -- Rs
10,000 crore -- for infrastruc-
ture development and an addi-
tional 5% share for civil devel-
opment and beautification
under the civic body head.
Overall, itis Rs 20,000 crore --a
10% share from our taxes and
0.4% of the total union
budget....”

She also challenged the BJP
government to show a single
work or contribution they have
made to Delhi in the last 11
budgets.

Hitting back, Delhi BJP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

President Virendra Sachdeva
welcomed the Budget and said,
“The Delhi government was de-
manding 10% of direct taxes
collected from Delhi, which is
around Rs 21,000 crore, but the
budget gives back almost 30%
of the tax collected under vari-
ous service heads... It will be
better for the Delhi govern-
ment to stop trying to mislead
Delhiites as they are well aware
of the Centre’s contribution in
making Delhi a true national
capital.”

Leader of Opposition in the
MCD, Raja Igbal Singh, said, “It
is shameful to see the Arvind
Kejriwal government demand-
ing special funds for MCD from
the Centre even as it is itself
denying proper funds to MCD.”

RRTS-Metro corridor to Noida
airport: NCRTC revises project

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JULY 23

IN FIVE years, a super-fast rapid
rail will take you from the up-
coming Noida International
Airport (NIA) to Delhi’s Sarai Kale
Khanin less than an hour. Going
to Delhi Aerocity, meanwhile,
will take just 66 minutes.

This will be made possible by
the 72-km-long Rapid Rail-
Metro corridor that will connect
Ghaziabad RRTS station with
NIA in Jewar.

In a crucial step towards se-
curing approval for the project,
the National Capital Region
Transport Corporation (NCRTC)
has submitted a revised detailed
project report (DPR) with
changes to the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA).
Officials said with the new report,
it is expected that the Uttar
Pradesh Cabinet will give its nod
to execute the projectin this form.

Dr Arun Vir Singh, CEO,
Yamuna Authority, said: “The
DPR has been sent to the UP gov-
ernment; the Cabinet will take
the final decision. Apart from the
change in alignment, the major
thing is how the project will be
funded and which department
will spend how much money.
After these changes, we are
hopeful to receive anod from the
government soon.”

Project details

The project will integrate the
Delhi-Meerut RRTS at Ghaziabad,
Aqua Line Metro at Char Murti
Chowk, and Noida Airportat GTC
(Ground Transport Centre). It will
have 22 stations — 11 will be
RRTS-cum-Metro stations and
the rest will be Metro stations.
There will be a provision to incor-
porate 13 stations in the future.

Officials said a majority of the
corridor will be elevated, except
the last station at NIA which will
be underground.

The proposed alignment
starts from Ghaziabad RRTS sta-
tion. It will then traverse along

THE PROJECT

The corridor will integrate the Delhi-Meerut RRTS at
Ghaziabad, Aqua Line Metro at Char Murti Chowk, and
Noida Airportat GTC (Ground Transport Centre)
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Vishwakarma Road (Siddharth
Vihar/Pratap Viharin Ghaziabad),
Taj Highway, Char Murti Chowk
and Greater Noida Link Road
(Knowlege Park V). It will turn to
Surajpur-Kasna Road, pass
through Pari Chowk, Dankaur,
YEIDA Sector 18, YEIDA Sector 21,
and end at Ground Transport
Centre (Noida International
Airport opposite Terminal 1).

In the proposed system, two
typesof services are included. The
first is a fast RRTS service; with a
speed of 114 kmph, it will stop at
limited stations. The second is the
metro service; withaspeed of 46
kmph, it will stop at all stations.

In the fast service, the travel
time from NIA to Sarai Kale Khan
will be 56 minutes, 66 minutes for
Delhi Aerocity, 37 minutes to go to
Ghaziabad, and 72 minutes for
Meerut. In the normal RRTS serv-
ice (84 kmph), travel time will in-
crease by 13 minutes onall routes.

Officials said the corridor will

subsume a 10-km Aqua Line
Metro extension proposed be-
tween Char Murti Chowk and
Knowledge Park V. Also, a pro-
posed light rail transit planned
between NIA and YEIDA Sector
21/Film City will be subsumed
under this corridor.

The proposed alignment is
expected to carry about 3.26
lakh daily passengers with a
peak hour peak direction traffic
(PHPDT) estimated at 8,784 in
the 2030-31 financial year. This
is expected to grow to 7.57 lakh
daily passengers with a PHPDT
of 23,957 by 2054-55.

The cost is estimated to be Rs
20,637 crore and construction will
take five years. The NCRTC has
proposed to develop the corri-
dor on an equity-sharing model
between the central and UP gov-
ernment — 20% from the Centre,
20% from UP, and the remaining
60% taken as a loan from multi-
lateral agencies.

Budget allocation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

IN THE Union Budget presented
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday, three
central government hospitals —
AIIMS Delhi,Ram Manohar Lohia
(RML), and Lady Hardinge
Medical College (LHMC) —saw an
increase inallocations this year. Of
the three hospitals, RMLhas seen
the maximum hike compared to
last year at 23%. However,
Safdarjung Hospital, the largest
central government hospital, has
seenaminor decline of 3% in com-
parison to last year. The budget
allocation for AIIMS Delhi has in-
creased by Rs 397.33 crore or
around 8.7% to Rs 4,523 crore this
year. The revised budget for thein-
stitutelastyear was Rs 4,278 crore,
adecline of around Rs 55 crore as
compared to 2022-2023.

A major share is set to go into
providing salaries for doctors and
staff. AIIMS official spokesperson
Dr Reema Dada said the institute
has got whatithad asked for. “The
increase in budget is meant for
technology upgradation, in-
creased footfall of patients... and
mainly for the salary of doctors
and staff where almost Rs 2,500
crore goes. These are our main ex-
penditures,” she added. Every
year, the institute sends a proposal
for a 10-20% hike in view of the
salaries and DA (Dearness al-

cost-of-living adjustment. The
premium medical institute, how-
ever, has not disclosed the hike it
sought. The Budget is meant for
salaries, and general expenses
suchasoil and transport expendi-
tures, consumables, office expen-
ditures; machinery equipment
like MRI and ultrasound ma-
chines, research PCR, real-time
PCR, sonicators, ultrasonicators;
and major equipment for surger-
ies like surgery tables, high-end
microscopes, SET facility,and var-
iousrobotics. “Forall the high-end
equipment, the Budget we have
got is good for meeting our de-
mands,” said Dr Dada.
Meanwhile,  Safdarjung
Hospital has seen a decrease of
around 3% in the grant in 2024-
2025 withanallocation of Rs 1,874
crore to the hospital and its asso-
ciated medical college. The hospi-
tal's official spokesperson refused
to comment on the allocations.
At RML Hospital, Medical
Superintendent Dr Ajay Shukla
said the allocated budget will be
spent on constructing a medical
college building among other
steps. Around 600 beds and 150
ICU beds will also be ensured for
the same. “We will also invest in
strengthening the oncology de-
partment at RMLand purchasing
radiotherapy and linacmachines,”
said Dr Shukla. The hospital has
received a grant of Rs 1,610 crore.
In 2023-2024, it was allocated Rs
1,272.18 crore, which was revised

lowance) for the staff, whichisa  toRs 1,304.10 crore.
ALLOCATION FOR CENTRAL GOVT HOSPITALS
Hospital [ m
AIIMS, Delhi 34,278 cr 34,523 cr
Safdarjung Hospital 1,933 cr 1,874 cr
RML 1,304 cr %1,610cr
LHMC and Sucheta 3625 cr X750 cr
Kriplani Hospital
Kalawati Saran X167 cr X180 cr
Children’s Hospital

Delhi Police gets

Rs 11,400 crore,
Rs 531 crore less
than last year

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

THE DELHI Police has been allo-
cated Rs 11,400.81 crore in the
Union Budget 2024-25 -- a de-
crease of Rs 531.19 crore from last
year. In the 2023-24 budget, the
force was allotted Rs 11,932.03
crore. The budget has been allo-
cated forroutine expenses as well
as infrastructure and IT projects,
including developing a modern
traffic system and communica-
tion networks.

Officers said the reduction
could impact some flagship
schemes such as the Rs 1,400-
crore  Integrated  Traffic
Management System (ITMS) of
the Delhi Traffic Police. It aims to
introduce Artificial Intelligence
into the traffic management sys-
tem to reduce accidents. The proj-
ectinvolves installing more mod-
ernised traffic signals, blinkers,
and speed-capturing cameras
aimed at providing better analy-
sis of traffic volume and move-
mentinreal time. An officer said,
“ITMS is supposed to be com-
pleted by the year-end. The proj-
ect is still being implemented
withvarious procurementsinthe
pipeline such as Al-based cameras
and automatic traffic signals.”

The Delhi Police Crime
Branch’s plan to enhanceitsinfra-
structure may also take a hit.

A senior officer, requesting
anonymity, said the Crime Branch
is set to procure 15 forensic sci-
ence lab vans and around 70 cell-
site analysers to help examine call
detail records of mobile phone
networks. “More FSL vans will
mean the Crime Branch can de-
ploy them at crime spots, espe-
cially with the demand for foren-
sic examination increasing... the
cell-site analyser will be a useful
tool for investigation purposes.
Now, with the reduced budget,
certain procurements might have
to be reworked,” said the officer.

Routine procurements related
to personnel such as wireless
communication systems and
weapons are also set to be im-
pacted due to the allocation, offi-
cers said.
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and unclaimed amounts of the aforesaid dividend became due for transfer to
Fund. The corresponding shares of the holders who have not encashed/ claimed
their dividend for seven consecutive years are also liable to be transferred to IEPF
Authority's Demat Account.

Shareholders may please note that if any amount/ shares are transferred to the
Fund, then the same has to be claimed from the ‘Investor Education and
Protection Fund Authority' following the procedure as provided under IEPF Rules,
2016.

Shareholder(s) may refer to “IEPF Details” under the “Investors” section of the
website: www.ntpc.co.in for further information for unclaimed/ unpaid dividend/
shares due to be transferred to IEPF Account. To avoid the inconvenience of
claiming the refund/ shares from 'Investor Education and Protection Fund
Authority', shareholders who have not received/ claimed/ encashed warrant(s)
relating to the Final dividend for the financial year 2016-17 paid in September,
2017, may lodge their claims with the RTA i.e. Beetal Financial & Computer
Services (P) Ltd., Beetal House, 3” Floor, 99 Madangir, Behind Local Shopping
Centre, Near Dada Harsukhdas Mandir, New Delhi-110062. Tel.: (011) 29961281,
29961283, Fax: (011) — 29961284 and Email: ntpc@beetalfinancial.com or with
the Dy. Nodal Officer, Investor Services Department, NTPC Ltd. at the address
indicated above. Shareholders may kindly ensure that claim, if any, is received
by the RTA/ NTPC Ltd. on or before 24.10.2024 to ensure that unclaimed/
unpaid dividend amount and shares are not transferred to the Fund.

Subsequent last dates for lodging claims for unpaid/ unclaimed dividend and
sharesto IEPF are as under:-

Financial Nature of

NTPC Ltd. had also issued Tax- Free Bonds — 2013, Tax-Free Bonds — 2015 and
Bonus Debentures. Investors are also requested to check the details of such
unclaimed interest amounts of Tax-Free Bonds and Bonus Debentures under
the “Investors” section of the website: www.ntpc.co.in and lodge the claim with
Kfin Technologies Limited (RTA for Tax-Free Bonds and Bonus Debentures) at
Selenium Tower-B, Plot No. 31 & 32, Gachibowli Financial District,
Nanakramguda, Serilingampally, Hyderabad-500 032, Phone No: 040-
67162222; and Email: einward.ris@kfintech.com or with the Dy. Nodal Officer,
Investor Services Department, NTPC Ltd.

Shareholders(s) are requested to keep their email ID and other relevant details
updated with their Depository Participant (DP), in case of shares held in
dematerialized form and with the Company/ RTA, in case of shares held in
physical form.

Forand on behalf of NTPC Ltd. www.ireps._gov.in :
- Asd/-) B51-AR/24 (/—
. Itu Arora o 15 on ¢ VB B ANV Raibeays [ N Reiteays
Date: 24.07.2024 Company Secretary & Compliance Officer . Harei
Place: New Delhi M. No.:F5270

Leading the Power Sector

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER

CPM GSU NWR Ajrmer on bahalf of The
Presidant of India invites E - Tenders for
I Bolbawlng work up o 15.00 Hrs. an lha
meniioned date, Tendar Mo, SHNT-GSU-
Al-2024-25-01, Mame of work: S&T
wark in connection with- *Additional DF G
conmection betesen IR and WOFC at
Maw Kishangarh -Madar (Block Seclion)
at Madar Station of Almer Divislon
NWR." Approximate cost of work :
¥ B9,6171,008.68. Bid Security:
#1.393000-. Date & Time af closing
E-Tender: 16.082024 8t 1500 Hrs.
Date & Time of opening E-Tender:
16.08.2024 at 15.30 Hra.The details of
abowe E - tender are available on websita
www.ireps.gov.in

851-AR/24

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER

All-2024-25-01 Mame of work: 5&T
work in connection with- “Additanal DFC
connection between IR and WDFC al
Mizw Kishangarh -Madar [Biock- Seclian)
at Madar Station of Ajmer Division
MNWH." Approximate cost of work
£ 69,61, 006.658. Bid Security:
# 1,30,300/-. Date & Time of closing
E-Tender: 16.08.2024 al 1500 Hrs,
Date & Time of opening E-Tender:
16.08.2024 at 15.30 Hre. The details of
above E - lender ane availabls on website

TORRENT PHARMACEUTICALS iI.-IHITED\\

’///e-h: rrent-

PHRRMA

Registered Office:

(

=

\ \

Year Dividend Div_idend % | Last date of Lodglr_lg claims CPM IGSLY NWR Ajmer or hehalf &f The (
2017-18 |n}§r|m 27.30% 04.03.2025 Prasident of India inviles E - Tendars for
2017-18 Final 23.90% 24.10.2025 b bl ok 5316 S600 Hiw.o0 e '
2078-19 Tnterim 35.80% 04.03.2026 ety cpdiupeugid

File Your ITR Correctly
Get Your Refunds Timely

Is your refund due?

Thank you for being a responsible Tax payer

Torrent House, Off Ashram Road.
CIN: L24230GJ1972PLCO0O2126 Ahmedabad - 380 009, Gujarat, India.

Website; www.torrentpharma.com Ph. -+ 91 79 26599000
Email; investorservices@torrentpharma.com Fax : + 91 79 26582100

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results
for the Quarter ended June 30, 2024

[¥ in croves except per share data]

Then please note:
e Refund claims are subject to verification checks, which may cause delays.
e Accurate filing of ITR leads to quicker processing of refunds.

® Any discrepancies in the claims made will prompt a request for a revised return.

Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended L
: June 30, 2024 March 31, 2024 June 30, 2023
Particulars
Unaudited Audited Unaudited

Total Income Trom operations 2839 10728 25491 BQ DQNIT

Net profit/(loss) for the period 656 1764 531

belore tax and exceptional ilems ; <3 = ™ Hegularly visit the E-ﬁﬁng pnrtal. P, Incurrectly claim TDS amounts.

Met profit/(loss) for the period 656 oo 53] .

before tax and after exceptional items : e ) ¢ Check for any communication regarding e Und % -

: A . ; nder-report your income.

Met profit'{loss) tor the period = , our ITR processina.

after tax and exceptional items 437 1656 378 4 P g

Total comprehensive income 423 1673 418 | ® Promptly take necessary actions based on ® Exaggerate deductions.

Paid up equity share capital 16923 169,23 169.23 the communication.

Other equity excluding revaluation 6687 ® Ensure all claims made are correct and e Submit claims for bogus expenses.
| reserve ' accurate,

Earnings per share

(Face value of ¥ 5 each)
| (not annualised for the quarter):

Basic 13,51 48,94 11,18 ; S ; , ’ i e

[ Diluted T 1351 3894 118 Please login to the e-filing Portal using link https://www.incometax.gov.in/iec/foportal/

Notes : and visit 'Dashboard' for Processing Status and visit Pending Action>>Worklist section

| Summary details of standalone audited financial results of Torrent Pharmaceuticals Limited:

che 15401/13/0003/2425

(% in crores] to check if any action item is pending for closure.

Purticilice Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended o . 4 .
June 30,2024 | March 31,2024 | June 30, 2023 Filing a false or bogus claim is a punishable offence.
Total Income [rom operalions 2438 X533 Il
Profit before tax 667 1917 475
Protit after tax 469 1357 323
Total comprehensive income 4(4 | 3XH 356 E h.: E

2 The above 1s an extract of the detailed format of Financial Results for the quarter ended June
30, 2024 filed with Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI {Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of the same, along with the

Income Tax Department
Central Board of Director Taxes

For more information,
Scan QR Code

Wy torrentpharma_ com.

For TORRENT PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED
SAMIR MEHTA

Executive Charman

DIN: ﬂﬂl}ﬁlﬂlIW
| .

For further assistance, please visit the website of the Income tax Department: www.incometax.gov.in
Place : Ahmedabad, Gujarat

\Datu : July 23, 2024

e - P

T . P Iy - - . .
[in) Income Tax India Official | .‘{:::I incometaxindia.gowin
e L

—_—

| @incometaxindiaofficial

dincomeTaxindia
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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FISCAL CONSOLIDATION ROADMAP

Shifting focus
from fiscal deficit
to debt-GDP ratio

The govt has cut the fiscal deficit target to 4.9% of
the GDP for FY25 from 5.1% in interim Budget

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23
EVEN AS the government announced
schemes to boost employment and assistance
to some states in Union Budget 2024-25, it re-
iterated its intent to stick to the fiscal consol-
idation roadmap and announced a lower fis-
cal deficit target.

In what could be a signal to rating agen-
cies, the government cut the fiscal deficit tar-
get to 4.9 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product

ment hereon would focus more on the debt-
GDP ratio than fiscal deficit. “There is an ap-
proach which is outlined in that sentence
whichis that hereafterit is not the intention to
focus onadeficitnumber but rather tolook at
what will keep reducing our debt-to-GDPra-
tio innormal years. The reason for this is a fixed
figure which historically was enshrined in the
FRBM Act in the past does not take into ac-
count the specific dynamics of the fast grow-
ing economy like India...what is sustainable
in a fast growing economy is very different

from the debt whichis sus-

tainable in a slow growing

=

(GDP) for financial year [ economy. Indiais today the
2024-25 from 5.1 per cent — fastest growing large econ-
in the interim Budget, while j omy in the world. The
underlining that the central a. deficit which we can sup-
governmentdebt will be on ﬁ a port, without expanding
a declining path as a per- our debt, is not necessarily 3
centage of the GDP. REVENUE per cent, it is much more

~ “The fiscal consolida- EXPENDITURE than 3 per cent. It is proba-
tion path announced by me bly less than 4.5 per cent

in 2021 has served our THE LOWERING of the but without getting into
economy very well,and we FY24 fiscal deficit has specifics, yes, itisanew ap-
aim toreach adeficit below come on the backof a proach that the govern-
4.5 per cent next year. The compression in revenue ment has spokenabout,” he
Government is committed expenditure and lower said.

to staying the course. From capex along with higher The lowering of the fis-
2026-27 onwards, our en- tax revenues. cal deficitinFY24 has come
deavour will be to keep the ontheback of asharp com-
fiscal deficit each year such pression of revenue expen-
that the Central FISCAL DEFICIT diture and lower capital ex-
Government debt will be TO GDP RATIO penditure or capex.

on a declining path as per-
centage of GDP,” Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said while pre- 9.2
senting the Budget.

The government had
pegged the fiscal deficit tar-
get at 5.9 per cent of the
GDP in Budget 2023-24,

All Figuresin %

6.4
5.6
6.7 -«»..J. \5\1.9
4.6

Revenue expenditure fell
by 1.3 per cent from the re-
vised estimates for FY24 to
Rs 34.94 lakh crore in the
provisional actuals. Capex
also reduced in FY24 to Rs
9.491akh crore, 0.2 per cent
lower than the revised esti-
matesand 5.2 per centorRs

which it was able to lower
to 5.8 per centin the revised
estimates. The Budget
2024-25 documents pre-
sented on Tuesday showed that as per the
‘provisional actuals’ data, fiscal deficit for FY24
stands at 5.6 per cent of the GDP.

“There isacommitment to lower the debt-
to-GDP ratio. So every year it has to be re-
duced. There will necessarily have to be a par-
ticular level of deficit which we cannot exceed
and that will depend on prevailing growth
rates, interest rates and other parameters,
which go into the calculation of the debt dy-
namics. But I can tell you that it is most likely
tobe afigure, notabove 4.5 per cent,” Finance
Secretary TV Somanathan said in a media
briefing after the Budget.

Somanathan also said that the govern-

2019-20

Source: Finance Ministry

52,455 crore lower than
budget estimate for FY24.

The government fi-
nances gained on the back
of a sharp rise in tax and non-tax revenues.
Tax revenues have grown 10.9 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 23.27 lakh crore in FY24. Non-
tax revenues also rose 40.8 per cent from pre-
vious fiscal to4.02 lakh crore in FY24. For FY25,
tax revenues have been estimated to rise 11
per cent to Rs 25.83 lakh crore, while non-tax
revenues are seen rising 35.8 per cent to Rs
5.46 lakh crore. For FY25, the government
stuck to the capital expenditure target of Rs
11.11 lakh crore set out in the interim budget,
marking anincrease at a slower rate of growth
compared to previous years at 17.1 per cent
over the provisional actual number of Rs 9.49
lakh crore in FY24.

2024-25
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Centre’s subsidy bill to fall
to five-year-low in 2024-25

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE CENTRE'’S outgo on subsidies is bud-
geted to decline to a five-year-low in 2024-
25, both in absolute terms and as a percent-
age of gross domestic product (GDP). This is
despite no increases in the prices of fertilis-
ers for farmers or that of foodgrains sold
through the public distribution system
(PDS).

The subsidy bill peaked at Rs 758,165
crore (3.8 per cent of GDP)in 2020-21, which
is expected to fall to Rs 428,423 crore (1.3
per cent) in the current year. The lower
spend is on account of two factors.

The first is the discontinuation of the free,
additional 5-kg grain allocation to the 80
acre-plus PDS beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana.
The extrarice or wheat - over and above the
regular 5 kg/person/month PDS quota - was
given during the post-Covid period from
April 2020 to December 2022. That ended
from January 2023.

With the annual grain offtake through
the PDS and other schemes falling - from
93.7 million tonnes (mt) in 2020-21, 105.8
mtin 2021-22 and 93.1 mt in 2022-23, to
67.7 mtin 2023-24 and a projected 61.1 mt
in 2024-25 - and the government’s procure-
ment as well as stocks in godowns declin-
ing (translating into reduced carrying cost
of buffer beyond operational requirements),
the food subsidy is budgeted at just Rs
205,250 crore this fiscal.

The subsidy hit an all-time-high of Rs
541,330 crore in 2020-21, when the Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also made a
one-time provision to enable the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) repay some Rs
339,236 crore of outstanding loans taken
from the National Small Savings Fund.
Previously, the Centre wasn’t wholly funding

OUTGO ON SUBSIDIES (X LAKH CRORE)

M Food Fertiliser I TOTAL¥*

3.82% —;

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

EZ REE N

*Includes petroleum, interest and other subsidies;
2023-24 s revised and 2024-25 is budget estimates

M %of GDP

1.49% 1.31%

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

578 W 441 | 428

the subsidy, arising from the difference be-
tween the FCI's economic cost (what it in-
curs in procuring, distributing and storing
grain) and its average issue price. This gap
had to, then, be bridged through borrow-
ings. FCI's economic cost is Rs 39.75/kg for
rice and Rs 27.74/kg for wheat, while the
same grains are being issued entirely free to
PDS beneficiaries.

The second major driver for the Centre’s
lower overall subsidy provision is fertiliser.
At Rs 164,000 crore, the budgeted fertiliser
subsidy for 2024-25 is down from the record
Rs 251,339 crore of 2022-23, which resulted
from high global prices following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Landed prices of imported urea, di-am-
monium phosphate (DAP) and muriate of
potash (MOP) are currently at around $350,
$560 and $280 per tonne, as against their
corresponding recent highs of $900-1,000
(in November-January 2021-22), $950-960

(July 2022) and $590 (till March 2023).

Even prices of key inputs, phosphoric
acid and ammonia, have eased to $950 and
$380 per tonne, from their peaks of $1,715
(July-September 2022) and $1,575 (April
2022). “The budget has provided Rs
118,999.80 crore towards urea subsidy and
Rs 45,000 crore for other fertilisers. But with
global prices of DAP hardening (towards
$600/tonne), the latter figure could rise. The
overall subsidy requirement may, however,
not increase if urea and natural gas prices
hover at current levels,” said N Suresh
Krishnan, chairman of the Fertiliser
Association of India.

The fertiliser supply situation is comfort-
able for now with planting of kharif crops in
full swing. There could be an availability
problem in respect of DAP for the coming
rabi (winter-spring) season. “ expect some
shift happening from DAP to NPK complex
fertilisers due to that,” added Krishnan.
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“We will endeavour to maintain
strony fiscal support for

infrastructure over the next

ﬁ ve years... 7

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey

From divestment to kickstarting private
investment, the many silences

UDIT MISRA & ISHAN BAKSHI
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE SLUGGISH PACE of investments by
Corporate India has been possibly the
biggest policy conundrum leading up to
the first Budget of the NDA government’s
third term under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

However, the Union Budget speech for
2024-25 is silent on why private sector in-
vestments haven’t quite commenced de-
spite the corporate tax breaks in 2019, the
significant ramping up of government’s
capex over the last few years, the improv-
ing profitability of India Inc, and healthy
bank balance sheets.

On Monday, the Economic Survey, au-
thored by Chief Economic Advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran, sought to answer if
“the corporate sector had responded” to
the cut in taxes in September 2019 to fa-
cilitate capital formation.

Delving deeper into the issue, the
Survey had found that in the four years till
FY23, the private sector was investing
more in ‘dwellings, other buildings and
structures’ and not in ‘machinery and
equipment and intellectual property’.
“This is not a healthy mix,” it said.

This, however, was not the only ques-
tion on which the Budget remained silent.
Nor was this the only issue on which there
was analignment between the Survey and
the Budget, something that hasn’t hap-
pened in recent years.

For instance, both the Budget and the
Survey acknowledge the need for greater
job creation in the economy. The Survey

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Union Budget speech for
2024-25 is silent on why
private sector investments
haven’t quite commenced
despite the corporate tax
breaks in 2019

had estimated that 78.5 lakh jobs need to
be created annually over the coming years
to absorb those joining the labour force
and those exiting agriculture. On Tuesday;,
the Finance Minister announced three
schemes to boost employment.

The Budget is also quiet on the other
big policy question: Why is private con-
sumption low? It did attempt to boost
household purchasing power by rejigging
income tax slabs and leaving more money
in the hands of the people. For its part, the
Survey had pointed out that private con-
sumption grew at 4 per cent last year ata
time when the broader economy grew at

over 8 per cent.

Another key issue to which the Survey
merely paid lip service and the Budget
speech sidestepped is the disinvestment
of public sector enterprises. In the past, dis-
investment was front and centre to the
BJP-led NDA government’s promise of
“minimum government, maximum gov-
ernance”. Modi had, in fact, said there was
no business for the government to be in
business.

The issue of pushing through long
pending second generation reforms was
also acknowledged in the Budget. In
essence, these reforms relate to various
factors of production such as land, labour,
capital and entrepreneurship, and tech-
nology. Reforms in these factors are ex-
pected to make them more efficient and
improve productivity.

In the Budget, the Finance Minister an-
nounced that the government will formu-
late an economic policy framework that
will initiate and incentivise reforms for im-
proving productivity of factors of produc-
tion. And while the Budget did announce
some proposals, these fall short of a full set
of factor market reforms as have been en-
visioned in the past.

The Modi-led government had, in its
first term, attempted to reform land acqui-
sition. However, the ordinances brought
to this effect were eventually allowed to
lapse. In the second term, the government
tried to bring about labour market reforms
by introducing new labour codes. But, as
the Survey notes, these “are yet to be fully
operationalised and many states are found
to be reintroducing the older restrictions
under the new laws”.
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HIGHER STANDARD DEDUCTION, SLAB TWEAKS

New Tax Regime sweetened

‘The government’s intent is to have a simple
income tax regime and widen the tax base’

SANDEEP SINGH &
SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

IN A bid to provide surplus at the hands of
the middle class, Finance Minister Niramala
Sitharaman announced an increase in the
standard deduction to Rs 75,000 from Rs
50,000, and also tweaked the tax slabs un-
der the simplified New Tax Regime (NTR)
marginally. These decisions will provide a tax
benefit of up toRs 17,500 per year to individ-
ual taxpayers under the NTR.

Tax payers falling in the highest tax
bracket—those with a taxable income of Rs
15 lakh or more--will save Rs 7,500 on ac-
count of enhancement in the standard de-
duction limit under the NTR. In addition to
this benefit, the rate rationalisation will lead
to savings of Rs 10,000 for this segment of
taxpayers, taking their total savings to Rs
17,500.

While all taxpayers with taxable income
of over Rs 12 lakh will save Rs 10,000 on ac-
count of rate rationalisation, their savings on
account of the increase in standard deduc-
tion would be lower than those in the top tax
bracket. This is because the savings due to
higher standard deduction are calculated
based on the applicable income tax rate,
which would be different for different in-

come groups.

Earlier, those falling in Rs 3-6 lakh taxable
income bracket paid income tax at the rate
of 5 per cent. The FM announced a change in
this slab to Rs 3-7 lakh. Similarly, the slab for
10 per cent tax rate has been changed from
Rs 6-9 lakh to Rs 7-10 lakh. The tax slab for
15 per cent rate has been changed from Rs
9-12 lakh to 10-12 lakh.

The Old Tax Regime (OTR) was left un-
touched in the Union Budget for 2024-25, and
the additional savings offered under the NTR
may be seen as further sweetening of the new
regime in a bid to attract more salaried tax-
payers toit. Over the past few years, the gov-
ernment has been trying to make the simple
and exemption-free NTR the preferred tax
regime for salaried taxpayers.

In a post-Budget media interaction,
Sitharaman said that the government’s in-
tent is to have a simple income tax regime
and widen the tax base, and the simplified
NTR is part of that effort. Responding to a
question on whether the government is
planning a sunset for the OTR as part of the
planned comprehensive review of the
Income Tax Act, Sitharaman said that she
cannot comment onittill the review is done.

According to Revenue Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra, of the around four crore taxpayers
who have so far filed income tax returns for
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NEW TAX REGIME GETS MORE COMPETITIVE

Gross Taxable Salary 1,500,000 1,500,000 1,500,000
Standard Deduction -50,000 -75000 -50,000
Gross Taxable Income 1,450,000 1425000 | 1,450,000
LESS: DEDUCTIONS

Interest on Home Loan u/s 24 200,000 -

Investments u/s 80C 150,000 -

NPS 50,000

Deductionu/s 80D 25,000

Deductionu/s 80TTB/80TTA 50,000 -

Net Taxable Income 975,000 1,425,000 1,450,000
Normal Income 975,000 1,425,000 1,450,000
Taxon Normal Income 107,500 125,000 ] 140,000
Taxon Special Income = - J -

Cess@ 4% 4,300 5,000 5,600
Total Tax Payable 111,800 130,000 .~ 145,600
Benefit of NTRvs OTR -18,200 | -33,800

Assumptions: In 15 lakh taxable income scenario, the taxpayer is claiming deductions of ¥4.75 lakh

financial year 2023-24, around 70 per cent
opted for the NTR, suggesting that the gov-
ernment’s efforts to sweeten of the new
regime and make it more lucrative vis-a-vis
the OTR in recent years has borne fruit.

How the New Tax Regime fares
against Old Tax Regime

A set of fresh tweaking in the New Tax
Regime has brought the tax outgo much closer

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

further

EXPLAINED

L
OLD REGIME UNTOUCHED

IN A signal to wane off the
deduction regime, while the
government tweaked new tax
regime to make it more attractive,
it left the old tax regime
untouched. Under the NTR,
taxpayers will saveX17,500 as a
result of the change in tax slab and
increase in standard deduction

towhat one pays under the old tax regime af-
ter availing all the deductions available. Foran
individual with a taxable income of Rs 15 lakh
and availing the maximum available deduc-
tion of Rs4.75 lakh, while the tax outgo stands
at Rs 111,800, under the new tax regime
(2023-24) the tax outgo was higher by Rs
33,800. However, after the changes an-
nounced on Tuesday, the tax outgo under the
new tax plan will now be higher by only Rs
18,200. It is important to note that if the de-
duction claimed is limited to Rs4 lakh (instead
of Rs4.751akh)under the old tax regime, then
the taxpayer would end up saving Rs 2,600in
the new tax regime.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

As a result of these changes, a
salaried employee in the new tax
regime stands to save up to

X17,500/- in income tax”

GOVERNMENT
WITHDRAWS 2%
EQUALISATION LEVY

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced to withdraw the 2 per cent equali-
sation levy on e-commerce supply of goods
or services with effect from August 1, 2024.

Effective April 1, 2020, India imposed an
equalisation levy on considerations received
or receivable by the non-resident e-com-
merce operators. The imposition of the levy
became a bone of contention between India
and the US, with the US even threatening to
impose tariffs up to 25 per cent on several
Indian products.

“The withdrawal of the Equalisation Levy
is a significant step, long-awaited by the global
taxpayer community. The lack of clarity inits
interpretation and inconsistent application
across different sectors and transactions made
it a contentious issue,” said Gaurav
Mehndiratta, Partner and Head, Corporate and
International Tax, KPMG in India.

RENTALEARNING TO
BE CLASSIFIED AS
PROPERTY INCOME

RENTALINCOME of taxpayers fromresiden-
tial properties will now be charged under the
head 'income from house property' and not
as income from business or profession, ac-
cording to the Union Budget 2024. The mem-
orandum explaining provisions in the
Finance Bill, 2023, said that some taxpayers
were reporting their rental income gener-
ated by letting out of the house property, un-
der the latter and were reducing their tax li-
ability “substantially”. The Budget has
recommended an amendment to Section 28
of the Income Tax Act to clarify that any in-
come from letting out of a residential house
or a part of the house by the owner shall be
chargeable under the head “Income from
house property”.

HIGHER DEDUCTION
FOREMPLOYERS ON
NPS CONTRIBUTION

The Union Budget 2024 has raised the de-
duction on employers’ National Pension
System (NPS) contribution to employees' ba-
sic salary from the current 10 per cent to 14
per cent. The change will apply to both pub-
lic and private sector companies under the
new tax regime. "Employees opting for the
new tax regime will now get higher deduc-
tion up to 14 per cent of basic salary for con-
tribution made to NPS by the employer on
employee's behalf under Section 80CCD(2)
(of Income Tax Act). This will help them to
save more taxes and create a bigger pension
pool for social security,” said Shalini Jain, Tax
Partner, People Advisory Services, EY India.
ENS

(ovt hikes long-term capital gains tax to 12.9%

from 10%:; clamps downon FO tradlng raises STT

HITESHVYAS
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday raised taxation on income on
short-term and long-term capital gains and
also doubled the Securities Transaction Tax
(STT) on futures & options (F&O) of securi-
ties.

In the Union Budget 2024-25,
Sitharaman announced an increase in the
long-term capital gains (LTCG) onall finan-
cial and non-financial assets to 12.5 per cent,
from 10 per cent. However, the exemption
limit of Rs 1 lakh for LTCG on these assets
has also increased to Rs 1.25 lakh.

The rate on short-term capital gains
(STCG) has been hiked to 20 per cent from
15 per cent. The new rates on LTCG and
STCG are applicable from July 23.

In a bid to check the exponential rise in
volume in the derivative segment,
Sitharaman proposed to double the
Securities Transaction Tax (STT) on futures
& options (F&O) of securities, effective
October 1,2024.

Therise in taxation on capital gains and

STT resulted in a sharp fall in the domestic
stock market. The 30-share BSE Sensex
plunged 1,277 points, or 1.6 per cent, to
touch anintraday low of 79,224.32 after the
announcement. The broader Nifty 50
tanked 435 points, or 1.77 per cent, toaday’s
low of 24,074.2. Both the indices, however,
recovered later, with the Sensex ending at
80,429.04 and Nifty at 24,279.05 on
Tuesday.

This increase in STT, which is levied on
transactions in specified securities, comes at
a time when the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) and the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) have raised concerns over the
rise in volumes in futures and options seg-
ment, which can pose a risk to macroeco-
nomic stability. Sources close to regulatory
decision making said the F&O frenzy is
threatening to hurt capital formation, in-
vestment and growth and pose a systemic
risk. “Security Transactions Tax (STT) on fu-
tures and options of securities is proposed
to be increased to 0.02 per cent and 0.1 per
cent respectively,” Sitharaman announced
in the Union Budget 2024-25.

Presently, the rate of levy of STT on the
sale of an option in securities is 0.0625 per
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cent of the option premium, while the rate
oflevy of STT on the sale of a future in secu-
rities is 0.0125 per cent of the price at which
such futures are traded. However, a section
of the market said the hike in STT may not
serve its purpose as investors are likely to
absorb the higher tax rates and continue the
business as usual. The rate of levy of STT on
delivery trades in equity shares is 0.1 per
centon both purchase and sale transactions,
while in the case of sale of an option in se-
curities where the option is exercised, the
rate of levy is 0.125 per cent of the intrinsic
price (i.e the difference between the settle-

ment price and the strike price) and is
payable by the purchaser.

Commenting on the announcement,
Nikhil Kamath, Founder and CEO, Zerodha,
said, “We collected about Rs 1,500 crore of
STT last year, @zerodhaonline. If the vol-
umes don'tdrop, this will increase to about
Rs 2,500 crore at the new rates.”

“The long-term capital gains tax has
beenincreased from 10 per cent to 12.5 per
cent, and the short-term capital gains tax
has been increased from 15 per cent to 20
per cent. Both will be applicable from today
(July 23). If the idea was to cool down the
activity in the markets, this might just do
the trick,” Kamath wrote on X (formerly
Twitter). According to Kotak Securities’
President and Head Digital Business, Ashish
Nanda, since STT is charged only to the
seller,on around trip premium turnover of
Rs 10,000 in options STT will increase from
Rs6.25 toRs 10. Similarly, in futures, STT will
lead to an increase from Rs 1.25 to Rs 2 for
every Rs 10,000 of turnover, he said.

Futures and options are derivative con-
tracts that derive their value from underly-
ing assets that include stocks, commuodities,
currencies etc.
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8 TAXATION

ALSO REMOVED FOR GOLD SALE

No benefit of
indexation for

property sale,
LTCG rate 12.5%

Old investments in real estate will continue to get
indexation benefits up to year 2000: Officials

Despite the changes in the LTCG tax regime, sellers of residential properties can
continue to claim exemption under Sec 54 of the IT Act. Abhinav Saha/File

SANDEEP SINGH
& SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

IN A major move that may alter the flow of
investments in real estate and gold, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Tuesday proposed to remove the indexation
benefit available for calculation of any long-
term capital gains presently available for
property, gold and other unlisted assets. The
government also proposed to rationalise cap-
ital gains tax on these assets at 12.5 per cent
as against 20 per cent earlier that came with
indexation benefit.

“With rationalisation of
rate to 12.5 per cent, index-
ation available under sec-
ond proviso to Section48is
proposed to be removed for
calculation of any long-
term capital gains which is
presently available for
property, gold and other
unlisted assets,” the Budget

EXPLAINED

FLOW OF

So will the new tax rate of 12.5% without
indexation benefit be better or the old tax
rate of 20 per cent with indexation? Rough
calculations show that if the inflation levels
are low and the property price increase is
faster, then the new system will work out
better for sellers.

For example, if a property’s price doubles
in 10 years from310lakh to201lakh and the
average inflation is 5 per cent, then the in-
vestor will benefit from the old system as he
would have paid a tax of 74,000 as against
a tax of 31.25 lakh under the new system.

However, if the property price triples in
the same period, then the new system would
be beneficial. So, if the price of the property

rises three times from %10
lakhto301lakhin the same

10-year period and the in-

flation remains same at 5

per cent, then in the old

system the seller would

pay a tax of 32.74 lakh as

= against 32.50 lakh under
the new proposed system.

So, while the govern-

document stated. ment has proposed the
It stated that this move INVESTMENT new taxation of 12.5 per
will ease the computation of cent without indexation,
capital gains for the taxpayer Many in the real estate sellers would hope for a
and tax administration. industry and faster growth in property
In a post-Budget inter- investment advisory prices to be better-off.
action with journalists, top space say that with real Many in the real estate
Finance Ministry officials, estate taxation coming industry and investment
however, clarified that old at par with long term advisory space, however,
real estate investments capital gains tax of say that with real estate
will continue to get index- 12.5 per cent on equity taxation coming at par
ation benefits up to the investments, investors with long term capital
year 2000. This means that may sway towards the gains tax of 12.5 per centon
if aresidential property equity segment, which equity investments, in-
was purchased in 1975 and is relatively far more vestors may sway towards
is sold now, the seller can liquid and has ease of the equity segment, which
avail indexation benefit up transaction. is relatively far more liquid

t0 2000, but not for the re-
maining 24 years.

Itis worth noting that despite the changes
in the long-term capital gains tax regime,
sellers of residential properties can continue
to claim exemption under Section 54 of the
Income Tax Act. The section provides for an
exemption on the long-term capital gains tax
from sale of residential property if the pro-
ceeds from the sale are used to purchase or
construct another residential property.

and has ease of transaction.
“Only the salaried class may avoid real es-
tate and switch to equities for ease of trans-
action and liquidity, after the tax rate for both
have come at par. Those dealing in cash and
investing large sums in real estate will con-
tinue toinvest in the same (real estate),” said
the CEO of a mutual fund who did not wish
to be named. He said this move may lead to
an increase in black money transactions go-
ing forward.
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CUGTOM DUTY

will veduce disputes and litigation
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“The purpose (of the I-T Act

review) is to make it concise, lucid,
easy to vead and understand. This
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Govt decriminalises late payment of TDS, to
reduce litigation with Vivad se Vishwas scheme

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE UNION Budget has proposed a number
of tax simplification measures including a
comprehensive review of the Income Tax
Act, decriminalisation of late payment of tax
deducted at source (TDS) and the Vivad se
Vishwas Scheme 2024 for settling direct tax
disputes.

The other proposed measures include de-
criminalisation of non-reporting of small for-
eign assets, a simplified tax regime for char-
ities and a tweak in limits for reassessments
toreduce disputes.

The Budget also proposed legislative
changes to provide forimmunity to benami-
dar or any person other than the beneficial
owner who turns approver against the ben-
eficial owner under the Benami Transactions
(Prohibition) Act, 1988.

“Abeginning is being made in the Finance
Bill by simplifying the tax regime for chari-
ties, TDS rate structure, provisions for re-
assessment and search provisions and capi-
tal gains taxation. The two tax exemption
regimes for charities are proposed to be
merged into one,” said Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

At present, the Income Tax Act has two
main regimes for trusts or funds or institu-
tions to claim exemption. Now, it is proposed
to merge trusts under the first regime with
the second regime for exemption and also
provide for rationalisation of filing of appli-
cations and the timelines for registration and
approval of certain benefits to charitable
trusts and institutions.

The Budget also proposed to decrimi-
nalise several provisions under the Income
Tax Act. Indian professionals working in
multinationals get ESOPs (employee stock
ownership plans)and invest in social security

schemes and other movable assets abroad
and non-reporting of such small foreign as-
sets has penal consequences under the Black
Money Act. Now, such non-reporting of mov-
able assets up to320 lakh has been proposed
to be de-penalised.

The Budget has also proposed to decrimi-
nalise late payment of TDS, if the payment is
made before the time prescribed for filing the
TDS statement. Time limits for reassessment
are proposed to be reduced from ten years to
five years along with rationalisation of the pro-
cedure for reassessment. “An assessment
hereinafter can be reopened beyond three
years from the end of the assessment year only
if the escaped income is 50 lakh or more, up
to a maximum period of five years from the
end of the assessment year. Even in search
cases, a time limit of six years before the year
of search, as against the existing time limit of
tenyears, is proposed. This will reduce tax un-
certainty and disputes,” Sitharaman said.

The 5 per cent TDS rate has been proposed
to be 2 per cent on several transactions in-
cluding payment of insurance commission,
payment in respect of life insurance policy,
commission on sale of lottery tickets, pay-
ment of commission or brokerage, payment
of rent by certain individuals or HUF. These
changes will be effective from October 1.

The 20 per cent TDS rate on repurchase
of units by mutual funds or UTI was with-
drawn, while the TDS rate on e-commerce
operators has been proposed to be reduced
from 1 per cent to 0.1 per cent.

The Budget has also proposed to increase
the monetary limits for filing appeals related
to direct taxes, excise and service tax in tax
tribunals, high courts and the Supreme Court
t0360 lakh,2 crore and 35 crore, respectively.
The current limit involves tax demand ofI50
lakh, X1 crore and X2 crore, respectively. The
details of Vivad se Vishwas will be notified by
the Finance Ministry in the coming days.

REVENUE RECEIPTS OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

Tax Revenue (April-May 2024-25)

Source: CGA; and Union Budget Documents.
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Customs duty slashed on range of input materials including gold and silver

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
& GEORGE MATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

TO RECTIFY the inverted duty structure
hurting manufacturing in various sectors,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday announced a reduction in customs
duty on a range of input materials — from
critical minerals, electronics and chemicals
to precious metals such as gold, and silver
among others effective from July 24.

Sitharaman said that the government is
focused on boosting labour-intensive sec-
tors and will undertake a comprehensive
review of the rate structure over the next
sixmonths to rationalise and simplify it for
ease of trade.

Inverted duty structure is a phenome-
non caused by to the difference in tax rates
applied on the production of a good which
uses imported materials as inputs. Inverted
duties refer to a situation where the import

tariff oninputs is higher than the tax levied
on the final output.

Aimed at boosting exports of the labour-
intensive gems and jewellery industry that
has been taking a hit due to weak demand
in the West, Sitharaman announced a re-
duction in customs duties on gold and silver
to 6 per cent from the current level of 15 per
cent and that on platinum to 6.4 per cent
from 15.4 per cent.

Stating that with a three-fold increase
in domestic production and an almost 100-
fold jump in exports of mobile phones over
the last six years, the Indian mobile indus-
try has matured, the Finance Minister an-
nounced a reduction in the basic customs
duty on mobile phone, mobile phone PCBA
(printed circuit board assembly), and mo-
bile phone chargers to 15 per cent. These
components attracted a Basic Custom Duty
(BCD) of 20 per cent earlier.

Another crucial duty cut was madeina
long-standing industry demand in the crit-
ical mineral segment. Fully exempting cus-

REDUCTION IN DUTY

Commodity From (%) To (%)
Gold and silver bars 15 6
Critical minerals (including lithium and nickel) 10/7.5/5/2.5 Nil
Cancer drugs* 10 Nil
Certain additional capital goods for use in 7.5 Nil
manufacturing solar cells and modules

Mobile phones 20 15
Wet white, crust and finished leather 10 Nil
*Trastuzumab Deruxtecan, Osimertinib, Durvalumab; Source: Union Budget

toms duties on 25 critical minerals,
Sitharaman said that minerals such as
lithium copper, cobalt and rare earth ele-
ments are critical for sectors like nuclear en-
ergy, renewable energy, space defence,
telecommunications and high-tech elec-
tronics.

BCD on two other critical minerals was
also reduced in order to provide a “major
fillip to the processing and refining of such
minerals” and help secure their availability
for these strategic and important sectors.

“Steel and copper are important raw
materials to reduce the cost of production,
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I propose to remove The BCD on ferronickel
and blister copper.I'm also continuing with
nil BCD on ferrous scrap and nickel cath-
ode and concessional BCD of 2.5 per cent
on copper scrap,” Sitharaman said.

Like most countries around the world,
India is heavily dependent on imports from
China to meet rising demand for critical
minerals. “Further, China’s overwhelming
dominance in the supply of processed crit-
ical minerals and materials for energy tran-
sition renders a true decoupling between
the two nations neither easy nor likely,”
the Economic Survey 2024-25 said.

Sitharaman reduced duty on input ma-
terial for the marine industry and leather
and textile sector too.

“India’s seafood exports in the last finan-
cial year touched an all-time high of more
than Rs 60,000 crores. Frozen shrimp ac-
counted for about two-thirds of these exports.
To enhance their competitiveness, I propose
toreduce BCD on certain broodstock, folicate,
worms, shrimp and fish feed to 5 per cent. |

also propose to exempt customs duty on var-
iousinputs for the manufacture of shrimp and
fish feed,” Sitharaman said.

To enhance the competitiveness of ex-
ports in the leather and textile sectors,
Sitharaman proposed to reduceBCD on real
down filling material from duck or goose.

“lam also making additions to the list of
exempted goods for the manufacture of
leather and textile garments, footwear and
other leather articles for export. To rectify
inversion in duty, I propose to reduce BCD
subject to conditions on Methyl Diphenyl
Isocyanate for the manufacture of spandex
yarn from 7.5 per cent to 5 per cent,” she said.

Gold prices plummeted by over five per
cent after Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced a sharp import duty
cutingold and silver prices. Gold prices de-
clined by 5.72 per cent, 0r4,162, at 368,556
per 10 grams on the MCX platform amid
speculation that gold imports will rise after
the duty revision. Silver prices fell by 4.77
per cent toI84,949 per kg after the duty cut.
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“With states, our govt will facilitate
development of cities as growth hubs...
through economic & transit planning,
and development of peri-urban aveas”

POWER DEMAND

INSTALLED POWER GENERATION CAPACITY (INMW)

2019-20 | 2020-21

To bolster grid,
push for thermal
& energy storage

High efficiency 800 MW thermal plant to be set up;
plans for energy storage policy with focus on hydro

AGGAM WALIA & AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

IN AN attempt to counterbalance the vari-
ability of renewable energy and strengthen
India’s baseload power capacity, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced
plans to set up the country’s first 800 MW
advanced ultra supercritical (AUSC) thermal
plant based on indigenous technology.
Sitharaman also unveiled plans to formu-

tricity storage options, the Finance Minister
unveiled plans to formulate a policy on
pumped storage projects (PSPs). “A policy for
promoting pumped storage projects will be
brought out for electricity storage and facil-
itating smooth integration of the growing
share of renewable energy with its variable
& intermittent nature in the overall energy
mix,” she said.

Pumped hydro storage is a large-scale
energy storage technology that uses grav-
ity to generate electricity. During low de-

Biopower 10,023 10,314
Small-Hydro 4,683 4,786
Solar 35,607 41,236
Wind 37,693 39,247
Coal 2,05454 | 2,09,344
Hydro 45,845 46,355
Nuclear 6,780 6,780
Gas 24922 24,890
Total 3,71,009 | 3,82,955
Growth rate (y-0-y) 3.2%

Source: iced.niti.gov.in

2021-22 | 2022-23
10,682 10,802 10,941
4,848 4,944 5,003
53,996 66,780 81,813
40,357 42,633 45,886
2,10,749 2,11,905 2,17,589
46,748 46,868 46,928
6,780 6,780 8,180
24,866 24,814 25,028
3,99,029 415,527 441,370
4.2% 4.13% 6.22%

CONSTRUCTION OF NATIONAL HIGHWAYS

M Construction (in km)

M Construction (in km/day)

late a policy for energy stor-
age focusing on promoting
pumped storage projects(a
type of hydroelectric en-
ergy storage) and under-
scored the need for devel-
oping nuclear energy
capacities through private
sector collaboration.

“A joint venture be-
tween NTPC and BHEL will
set up a full scale 800 MW
commercial plant using
AUSC technology. The gov-
ernment will provide the
required fiscal support,”
Sitharaman said. In 2021,
BHEL had completed a re-
search and development
project to develop indige-
nous technology for AUSC
thermal plants, which
boast higher efficiency and
lower fuel consumption,
with a project outlay of

EXPLAINED

EYEON BASE LOAD
CAPACITY

India’s thermal capacity
addition has slowed
down in recent years
and existing coal-fired
plants are pumping out
more power to meet the
ever-increasing
demand. The output
from renewables,
meanwhile, is
inconsistent and may
fall at the time of peak
demand (typically, late

mand, excess power is
used to pump water to an
elevated reservoir; when
demand peaks, this water
is released through tur-
bines to generate electric-
ity. It is considered a sup-
plement to renewables
like solar or wind.

As of May 2024, eight
PSPs are operational in
India with a cumulative
storage capacity of 4,745
MW, according to data
with the Central Electricity
Authority. At the same
time, four projects of 2,780
MW are under-construc-
tion and 33 projects of
42,150 MW are undergo-
ing feasibility studies.

Nuclear power

The budget has sig-
nalled a fresh push for nu-
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1 crore houses for poor &
middle class under Ph-2
of urban housing scheme

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

HIGHLIGHTING URBAN development as one
of the nine priorities of the Union Budget,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-
Urban 2.0 — with X2.2 lakh crore central as-
sistance over five years — to construct one
crore houses.

“Under the PM Awas Yojana Urban 2.0,

%3,000 crore for credit-linked subsidy
scheme (CLSS) for the economically weaker
section (EWS)/Lower Income Group (LIG),
%1,000 crore for CLSS for Middle Income
Group (MIG) and X500 crore for the Credit
Risk Guarantee Fund Trust, which is a re-
structuring of an earlier scheme that will
help informal sector workers who apply for
home loans to get credit guarantee.

The details of the scheme, including the
income criteria for applicants of different cat-
egories, were still being finalised, sources

housing needs of one crore
urban poor and middle-

said. Launching the scheme
is on the Ministry’s agenda

class families will be ad- Housing needs of for the first 100 days of the
dressedwithaninvestment ~ 1crurbanpoorand  Modi government’s third
_of 10 lakh crore. This V\_lill middle-class families terrP, itislearnt.

include the central assis- . . For redevelopment of
tance of ¥2.2 lakh crorein ~ Willbe addressed with  existing cities, government
the next fiveyears.Aprovi- ¥10lakh crinvestment. willformulateaframework
sion of interest subsidy to e o for enabling policies, mar-
facilitate loans at affordable Thisincludes centra!l ket-based mechanisms and
rates is also envisaged. In ~ Shareof32.2lakhcrin  regulation. Transit-oriented
addition, enabling policies the next five years development plans for 14
and regulations for efficient cities with a population
and transparent rental I above 30 lakh will be for-

housing markets with en-
hanced availability will also be putin place,”
the minister said.

The Cabinet had last month approved
three crore additional houses — two crorein
rural areas and one crore in urban areas — in
its first meeting in the third term of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government.

With PMAY-U coming to an end on
December 31 this year, the Budget made a
provision 0f%30,170.61 crore for the scheme.
This would include funding for PMAY-U 2.0,
ministry sources said. The amount included

mulated...” she said.

She also announced water supply,
sewage treatment and solid waste manage-
ment projects for 100 large cities in partner-
ship with state governments and multilat-
eral development banks. The government
will come up with a scheme for development
of 100 weekly haats or street food hubs in se-
lect cities in five years, she said. The alloca-
tion for the PM Svanidhi scheme, which gives
street vendors working capital loans, was re-
duced from 3468 crore in BE 2023-2024 to
%326.32 crore.

(ovt looks to boost e-commerce exports, will set up

around X900 crore. “In evenings). To boost the clear energy through the
Phase-II, the world’s first ‘base load capacity’ (the deployment of still-under-
800 MW AUSC Technology minimum level of development small mod-
Demonstration Plant demand from a grid ular reactors (SMRs).
(TDP)is planned under the over a period) the Sitharaman said the gov-
aegis of the Ministry of government is looking ernment will partner with
Power (MoP) and NTPC,” at new thermal plants the private sector for re-
BHEL says on its website. and a policy for energy search and development

Sitharaman also an- storage. and deployment of indige-
nounced a 2,400 MW ther- nous SMRs. But she did not

mal plant in Bihar's
Pirpainti at a cost 0f 321,400 crore.

India’s thermal capacity addition has
slowed down in recent years, growing only at
6 per cent to 218 GW in FY24 from 205 GW in
FY20. At the same time, generation by coal-
fired thermal plants grew by 34 per cent from
960 billion units (BU) to 1,290 billion units
(BU) and the average plant load factor (PLF),
or capacity utilisation, jumped from 53 per
cent to 68 per cent.

The slowdown in thermal capacity addi-
tion has come at a time when lack of effective
storage options to counterbalance the vari-
ability of surging renewables capacity hasin-
creased the pressure on India’s grid man-
agers. Peak electricity demand, typically
during late evenings, often coincides with re-
duced output from solar and wind capaci-
ties due to natural constraints. As a conse-
quence, the grid depends heavily on thermal
and nuclear plants to maintain base load ca-
pacity and ensure overall system stability.

Recognizing the need for boosting elec-

offer any timeline or de-
ployment target.

SMRs are advanced nuclear plants with a
capacity of up to 300 MW per unit, much
smaller than conventional reactors. Their
modular design ensures faster construction
and deployment. Potential advantages in-
clude lower capital costs, scalability, and en-
hanced safety. At the same time, SMRs are not
considered replacements to conventional nu-
clear plants, which serve as base load plants.

Barring one reactor in China and another
in Russia, SMRs are not in operation any-
where in the world right now, and the tech-
nology is still under development.

But much more nuclear energy is needed
to power India’s clean energy transition.
Since it is available all the time, nuclear en-
ergy is considered the only viable alternative
to thermal power for providing baseload
electricity. SMRs are meant to serve this de-
mand for a quick ramp up of nuclear energy;,
even though integrating them into the elec-
tricity grid may still be a few years away.

PPP hubs along lines of

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman
Tuesday announced the setting up of e-
commerce export hubs across the country
in public private partnership (PPP) mode
along the lines of several Southeast Asian
countries that are benefiting from the rapid
growth of e-commerce exports.

While Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) and artisans in China,
South Korea, Japan and Vietnam have wit-
nessed a surge of exports through e-com-
merce, India’s exports through this route,
at $5 billion, have only been a fraction of its
total goods exports of $450 billion. In con-
trast, China’s exports through this medium
alone have crossed $300 billion.

The step comes at a time when Indian
goods exports are facing several disrup-
tions due to external shocks emanating
from the Russia-Ukraine war, the Red Sea
crisis and container shortages due to grow-
ing trade tensions between US and China.
Goods exports during the last financial year
had slipped by 5 per cent.
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India’s exports through the e-commerce route, at $5 billion, have only been a
fraction of its total goods exports of $450 billion. File

“To enable MSMEs and traditional arti-
sans to sell their products in international
markets, E-Commerce Export Hubs will be
set up in public-PPP mode. These hubs, un-
der aseamless regulatory and logistic frame-
work, will facilitate trade and export related
services under one roof,” Sitharaman said.

The Commerce and Industry Ministry in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

its Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) released last
year had increased the consignment-wise
cap on e-commerce exports through courier
from 5 lakh to X10 lakh. The ministry had
said that e-commerce export potential in
the range of $200 to $300 billion by 2030.
India’s e-commerce industry is prima-
rily dominated by small businesses that ex-

Southeast Asian countries

port products valued between $25 and
$1,000 and popular items include handi-
crafts, art, books, ready-made garments,
gems and jewellery. As per think tank
Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), ex-
ports from the segment have the potential
to grow at a faster pace than its IT exports
did in the early 2000s.

“India’s current e-commerce export
provisions are a patchwork of rules framed
for regular business-to-business (B2B) ex-
porters. This creates an enormous compli-
ance burden on small firms, and India
needs to address all such issues in one
place. To address such needs, the report
recommends that the Indian government
issue a separate e-commerce export pol-
icy,” the GTRI report said.

While growth of Southeast Asia’s e-
commerce market has accelerated since
the mid-2010s, the COVID-19 pandemic
has propelled it into a new phase,
McKinsey & Company said in a report.
"From 2016 to 2021, the total value of e-
commerce sales grew fivefold, or 40 per-
cent, annually. And e-commerce’s share of
all retail sales surged to 20 percent, from 5
percent,"” the report said.
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MONTHLY ALLOWANCE OF ¥5,000, ONE-TIME ASSISTANCE OF ¥6,000

Internship for 1 crore youth, industry seeks clarity

To provide opportunities in 500 top companies; expected to cost about 366,000 crore, with each company likely to shell out over %13 crore for the govt’s plan

GEORGE MATHEW &
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

EVEN THOUGH the general consensus across
the industry about the government’s an-
nouncement to create internship opportu-
nities for a crore individuals at hundreds of
top companies in the country was largely one
of optimism, a number of questions around
how the scheme would actually be opera-
tionalised on the ground has tempered the
sanguine mood.

The scheme is part of the central govern-
ment’s larger focus in the Union Budget 2024
on creating employment avenues for the
country’s youth, and comes after the issue
became a hot button during the Lok Sabha
polls held earlier this year.

To fill the talent void and also generate
initial employment for young people, the
government will launch a scheme for pro-
viding internship opportunities in 500 top
companies for one crore youth in five years,

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said.
An internship “allowance” of 5,000 per
month along with a one-time assistance of
Rs 6,000 will be provided. Companies will be
expected to bear the training cost and 10 per
cent of the internship cost from their corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR) funds.

The scheme is expected to cost about
66,000 crore, with each company having to
shell out over %13 crore for the government’s
plan, corporate circles said.

However, a section of the corporate sec-
tor is uncertain about the implementation
of the scheme. There are doubts within the
industry whether all the companies will be
ready to execute the plan. Clarity on these
fronts is expected in the next few days.

“There are a lot of fine print details
needed to understand how successful the in-
ternship scheme can be. For instance, the
government has said that it will provide in-
ternship opportunities at top 500 compa-
nies. But, what are these companies going to
be? Is the government going to decide it? Is
there going to be a bureaucratic hurdle or de-

PLI schemes for
automobile and
electronic sectors
get a major push

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

EXPECTING HIGHER manufacturing output
and employment in sunrise sectors, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Union
Budget 2024 presentation on Tuesday sub-
stantially hiked allocation for the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes for automo-
biles, auto components, smartphones, lap-
tops, IT hardware and the

tion of laptops and semiconductors.
Moreover, the budgetary allocation for
Research and Development (R&D) in the IT
and electronic sector has also been increased
from 1,000 crore toX1,148 crore.
However,amid concerns of leakage, alloca-
tion for the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing
of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles in India (FAME)
scheme has been reduced by 44 per cent to
2,651 crore from 34,807 crore. This comes af-
ter an investigation by the heavy industries
ministry revealed that these

food processing industry.

companies have availed fis-

While there was no new Amid concerns of cal incentives under the
PLI scheme announced in  leakage, allocationfor scheme by violating norms.
the Budget, the hike in allo- the Faster Adoption The central government
cations were seemingly . reportedly sought 3469
donebasedontheperform- ~and Manufacturingof  (ore from seven electric
ance of the scheme. The bet- Hybrid and Electric two-wheeler makers, in-
ter performing schemes . . . cluding Hero Electric and
among the 14 schemes orig- Vehicles in India Okinawa, for claiming in-
inally announced in 2020 scheme has been centives while not comply-
have received higher budg- reduced by 44 per cent ing with the FAME II
etary allocation in Budget scheme norms.

2024-25. S| Ahead of the Budget

The PLI scheme for auto- presentation, the Indianin-

mobiles and auto components saw a 620 per
centjumpinallocation toRs 3,500 crore inthe
Budget Estimate (BE) 2024-25 compared to
Rs 484 crore as per the Revised Estimate (RE)
2023-24.

This comes after the scheme attracted a
proposed investment of 367,690 crore,
against which 14,043 crore that has been
invested till end-March 2024, as per the
Economic Survey 2023-24. Applicants have
proposed employment generation of 1.48
lakh, against which 28,884 of employment
has been generated, the Survey added.

A substantial hike of 37 per cent was an-
nounced for PLI schemes under the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeiTY)-- from34,500 crore t036,200 crore.
The PLI for mobile phones under MeitY has
been driving manufacturing and exports in
the segment and the ministry is now look-
ing to replicate the same model in produc-

dustry had sought a widening of the PLI
scheme to labour-intensive sectors such as
textiles and leather sectors as they have been
witnessing a decline in exports due to ad-
verse global demand in the West.

A renewed push in these sectors comes
as the Economic Survey concluded that the
evidence of India’s enhanced global supply
chain participation is reflected in increased
investment by foreign firms in electronics,
apparel and toys, automobiles and compo-
nents, capital goods and semiconductor
manufacturing in India.

The Survey stated that India’s large do-
mestic consumer market is an added attrac-
tion for firms setting up shop here as firms
such as Apple assembled 14 per cent of its
global iPhones in India in FY24 and Foxconn
invested in the states of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu to set up new manufacturing plants for
components.

The scheme comes after employment became a hot button issue during the Lok

Sabha polls held earlier this year. File
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lay in the decision making process?”
Rituparna Chakraborty, co-founder of
staffing firm TeamLease Services, told
The Indian Express.

Naushad Forbes, co-chairman of Forbes
Marshall, told this paper that with the
scheme, the government could be trying to
“incentivise lower end job creation, and is a

EXPLAINED

&
CONCERNS OVER CRITERIA

WHILE THE industry has largely
welcomed the internship scheme,
some concerns have emerged over

the eligibility criteria for
companies that would be selected
as part of the plan, whether it will
be mandatory and the basic
qualifications an individual needs
to have to qualify as a beneficiary.

reasonable attempt”. “We’d have to see what
impact it has and whether Indian entrepre-
neurs warm up to it. These jobs can be cre-
ated in sectors such as garments, leather

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey
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“Open architecture databases for

rapidly changing labour market.. a
mechanism to connect job-aspivants
with employers will be covered”

goods, electronics etc. and if India has to cre-
ate lower-end jobs, these are the sectors that
need to be targeted,” he added.

“We are waiting for the fine print of the
scheme. How will they select the compa-
nies? Is it on the basis of market capitalisa-
tion? Is it mandatory for a company to im-
plement the scheme? The big question is
whether it’s workable,” an official of a
Mumbai-based firm, said.

Chakraborty also flagged whether these
internships can fall under the Apprenticeship
Act. “Fromalabour law perspective, anything
that is not an apprenticeship falls under em-
ployment. Apprentices receive stipends and
employees receive a salary. But the term used
in the Budget is allowance. It is unclear what
an allowance means in that context,” she said.

Asenior executive from a major industry
group said that the scheme should also
clarify the individuals who could be eligible
to be beneficiaries. “Are these people going to
be undergraduates, graduates, or even school
dropouts? A lot of clarity is needed,”
they said.
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Focus is on being future-ready by investing in education, employment, skilling’

BY NILESH SHAH

DESPITE MULTIPLE continuing global uncer-
tainties, the Indian economy has continued
to thrive like an “oasis in the desert”. It is
against this backdrop that all eyes were on
the Union Budget of 2024-25 to see whether
further steps would be taken by the govern-
ment to achieve the Viksit Bharat dream.
The biggest takeaway from the Budget
was the continuing focus on fiscal consoli-
dation with the targeted fiscal deficit going
down to 4.9 per cent of the GDP. This figure
iswell ahead of the 5.1 per cent setin the in-
terim Budget earlier this year. The reduced

fiscal deficit target indicates the govern-
ment’s continued focus on maintaining
macroeconomic stability.

The Union Budget has maintained a fine
balance between productive expenditure
and fiscal consolidation. It has made good
use of the additional %1,23,000 crore divi-
dend that the government received from the
RBI this year. The assumption of growth in
tax collections for the year also seems quite
conservative. Therefore, we believe the in-
tended fiscal deficit figure is credible and re-
alistic. More importantly, the government
continues to move ahead on the path of fis-
cal consolidation seeking to bring down the
fiscal deficit to below 4.5 per cent of the GDP
in FY26, along with guidance to reduce the
debt-to-GDP ratio in the future. As a conse-
quence, net and gross market borrowing will
be lower than the levels of FY24.

The Budget outlined four key segments
for focus — the poor, women, youth and
farmers — and nine priority areas for growth
and development of the economy.

Building productivity and resilience in

Budget focuses on investingin
education, employment and skilling. File

the agricultural segment seems to be one of
the priorities, as the government focuses on
its policy of “Atmanirbhar Bharat” in every
sector of the economy. This should also help
strengthen the rural economy over a period
of time. Increased focus on road connectivity
in rural areas and three crore additional
houses to be built under the Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana (PMAY) scheme should also
help rural development.

This Budget also reaffirms policy conti-
nuity in areas of manufacturing and infra-
structure development, including urban de-

forms” to meetrising aspirations and to gen-
erate employment opportunities for all. The
budget focuses on being future-ready by in-
vesting in education, employment and
skilling. The slew of employment-based in-

velopment, energy security centives for creating new
and housing. The Budget walksthe 2andadditionaljobsisawel-
The commitment to- . come move, and a much-
wards investment-led talkin terms of the needed one.
growth is visible in the policy focus of the While priority has been
Budget presented on given to growth and pro-
Tuesday. Over the last govemn,lent towards ductivity, energy transition
decade, we have built as sustainable and and mitigating the impact
Ir)nu.?h infragfruc}tlure as \f/vas productive gf clir?ate c:han%e1 h%veCl not
uilt until then after . . een forgotten. The Budget
Independence. This has eXp.endftl}re while emphasises green energy,
created a multiplier effect maintaining fiscal energy security and transi-
and has pushed India to be- prudence tion focusing on environ-
come the fifth-largest mental sustainability.
economy — given the cur- o} Interms of taxation, the

rent growth trajectory,
India will likely become the third-largest in
the near future.

Supply-side reforms of the last decade
have to now pave the way for “next-gen re-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

budget seeks to enhance
compliance, simplicity of structure and
bringing more people under the tax net.
Some relaxation is also provided on the in-
come tax under the new tax regime, with

changesinslabs/rates and anincrease in the
standard deduction. While the short-term
and long-term capital gains taxation were
increased, the fact that there is no change in
the tenure for long-term capital gains tax for
equities should aid a longer-term investment
horizon. Rationalisation of tax rates between
financial and non-financial assets should
help investors make the right choices based
on risk-return profile, rather than tax arbi-
trage. The government has also mentioned
itsintention of further rationalisation of tax-
ation structure over the next six months.

Insummary, the Union Budget walks the
talk in terms of the policy focus of the gov-
ernment towards sustainable and produc-
tive expenditure while maintaining fiscal
prudence. It also promotes manufacturing
with afocus on employment generation. The
transformative changes outlined in the
Union budget should help in building a
strong foundation for a Viksit Bharat. As al-
ways, execution will be key to achieving the
goals that have been set out.

The writer is MD, Kotak Mahindra AMIC
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or Annadata, we had announced
higher MSP for all major crops,
delivering on the promise of at least
a 50% mangin over costs”

DPIIN AGRICULTURE ROLLED OUT

leap to digitise
farming sector

Overall agriculture allocationX1.5 lakh cr; digital
crop survey in kharif season to cover 6 cr farmers

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday announced the implementation of
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in agricul-
ture over three years, an
ambitious plan that would,
among other things, ease
farmers’ access to govern-
ment schemes and services
and allow them to receive
customised advisories.
She also announced a
DPI-based crop survey in

EXPLAINED

DYNAMIC

agri-techindustry and start-ups,” she had said.
Since then, Agriculture Ministry officials
had been working to roll out pilot projects un-
der the DPI in agriculture, in coordination
with the state governments. According to
sources, 14 states and UTs have already signed
MoUs with the Centre, while many more
were getting ready.
According to sources,
DPI in agriculture is aimed
at enabling the “develop-
ment of innovative farmer-
centricdigital services” and
to make “timely and reli-
able” agricultural informa-
tion available. It comprises

400 districts across the three broad components —
country during the ongoing DATABASE “AgriStack, Krishi-DSS, and
Kharif season (June- Soil Profile Maps”.
October), which will create DPI in agriculture will Under AgriStack,
adigital database of six crore create a dynamic digital sources said, three founda-
farmers and their crops. database of farmers, tional registries will be pre-
“Our government, in crops and land. It will pared — afarmers’ registry,
partnership with the states, enable farmers to easily an Aadhar-like unique ID of
will facilitate the imple- avail govt schemes and farmers linked dynami-
mentation of the Digital help the govt take cally with land records; a

Public Infrastructure in
agriculture for coverage of

evidence-based
decisions. It will also

crop sown registry, based
on digital crop survey of

farmers and theirlandsin 3 pave the way for crops sown, and Geo-refer-
years. During this year, a development of new enced maps of villages.
digital crop survey for kharif services and solutions. The farmers’ registry

using the DPI will be taken
up in 400 districts. The de-
tails of 6 crore farmers and their lands will be
brought into the farmer and land registries,”
Sitharaman said in her Budget speech.
This Budget, the overall allocation for agri-
culture sector isX1.52 lakh crore.
Sitharaman had announced the creation
of DPIfor agriculture in the 2023 Budget, say-
ing it would be “an open source, open stan-
dard and interoperable public good”. “This will
enable inclusive, farmer-centric solutions
through relevantinformation services for crop
planning and health, improved access to farm
inputs, credit, and insurance, help for crop es-
timation, market intelligence, and support for

2 CRORE ADDITIONAL HOUSES UNDER PMAY-GRAMIN; ¥69,000 CRORE FOR JAL JEEVAN

PMGSY stretches into 4th phase:
villages to be linked with all-weather roads

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced Phase IV of Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) to connect 25,000 vil-
lages with all-weather roads, and allocated an
outlay of Rs 19,000 crore for the financial year
2024-25.

She also announced three crore additional
houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojanain
rural and urban areas. Of these, 2 crore homes
will be constructed in villages under PMAY-
Gramin (PMAY-G) with an allocation of Rs
54,500 crore.

The Jal Jeevan Mission has been allocated
Rs 69,926.65 crore, Sitharaman said in her
Budget speech.

While the overall outlay for rural develop-
mentis Rs 2.66 lakh crore — up 11.2% fromRs
2.39lakh crorein the last fiscal — the three an-
nouncements on PMGSY, PMAY and Jal Jeevan
are a big push to capital expenditure that will
spur investment and growth in rural areas.

Under PMGSY, which was launched in

2000 by the then NDA government headed
by PM Vajpayee, over 7 lakh km road length
of the sanctioned 8.25 lakh km has been com-
pleted — in three phases and a separate com-
ponent for areas affected by Left Wing
Extremism.

The three PMGSY phases were supposed
to be completed by 2024-25. Now, Phase-4
means the rural roads scheme will continue.

The Indian Express had earlier reported that
the launch of Phase IV of PMGSY was on the
Rural Development Ministry’s 100-day
agenda after the BJP-led NDA came to power
for the third consecutive time in June.

The PMAY-G, launched in 2016, was aimed
at constructing 2.95 crore rural houses, of
which 2,94,66,340 have been sanctioned till
July 23,2024.

In her Budget speech, Sitharaman said,
“Three crore additional houses under the PM
Awas Yojana in rural and urban areas in the
country have been announced, for which the
necessary allocations are being made.” Of
these 3 crore houses, two crore will be con-
structed under the PMAY-G, as Sitharaman
had earlier announced in the Interim Budget

The three PMGSY phases were
supposed to be completed by
2024-25.Phase-4 means the

rural roads scheme will
continue
I
in February.

Granting formal approval to these addi-
tional 3 crore houses was the current
Government’s first Cabinet decision.

The Government has also decided to in-

was rolled out as a pilot in

one district each of UP and
Maharashtrain the last fiscal. While six crore
farmers will be enrolled in the current fiscal,
sources said another 3 crore will be added in
2025-26 and 2 crore in 2026-27.

The Krishi-DSS is a repository of
Geospatial data covering various indicators
like weather, soil, crop and groundwater
data. It will enable evidence-based decisions
by officials, said a source.

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhansaid: “It takes atleast 15-20 days to
get a crop loan today. With the digital sys-
tem, this will be completed in half an hour...
farmers will find it easy to sell their produce.”

25,000

crease the unit cost under PMAY-G from the
existing Rs 1.2 lakh to 2 lakh in plain areas, and
Rs 1.3 lakh to Rs 2.20 lakhs in IAP
districts/Hilly/ North Eastern States and diffi-
cult areas from 2024-25 onward. It is esti-
mated that Rs 4,18,200 crore (including 2%
Admin Funds)will be spent on the schemein
the coming years.

Construction of one PMAY-Gramin house
of 25 sqmt (267 sq ft), on an average, requires
9,000 bricks, 110 cement bags, 750kg steel, 12
cubic metre (cmt)sand,40 mmx 3 cmt metal,
and wood/steel for four doors, four windows,
said a source. PMAY-G also generates employ-
ment, directly and indirectly. Generally, the
labour component in a house constructionis
about 25 per cent, said a source.

Sitharaman also announced rural land re-
lated reforms. “Rural land-related actions will
include (1)assignment of Unique Land Parcel
Identification Number or Bhu-Aadhaar forall
lands, (2) digitisation of cadastral maps, (3)
survey of map sub-divisions as per current
ownership, (4) establishment of land registry,
and (5) linking to farmers registry. These ac-
tions will also facilitate credit flow,” she said.

{200 crore for Namo Drone Didi scheme, T364 crore for natural farming mission

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman has
allocated %500 crore for Namo Drone Didi
scheme, an initiative aimed at providing
drones to 15,000 selected women self-help
groups (SHGs). She also announced support
to one crore farmers for natural farming,
The Namo Drone Didi scheme aims to
provide drones to 15,000 selected women
SHGs during the period 2023-24 to 2025-
2026 for providing rental services to farmers.
In her budget speech, the minister said,
“Inthe next twoyears, 1 crore farmers across
the country will be initiated into natural farm-
ing supported by certification and branding.
Implementation will be through scientificin-
stitutions and willing gram panchayats.

10,000 need-based bio-input resource cen-
tres will be established.”

The Finance Ministry has allocated
%365.64 crore for National Mission on Natural
Farming for 2024-25, which is lower thanlast
year's allocation of 3459 crore and higher than
the revised estimate of X100 crore.

Onagriculture research, Sitharaman said,
“Our government will undertake a compre-
hensive review of the agriculture research
setup to bring the focus on raising productiv-
ity and developing climate resilient varieties.
Funding will be provided in challenge mode,
including to the private sector. Domain ex-
perts both from the government and outside
will oversee the conduct of such research.”

“New 109 high-yielding and climate-re-
silient varieties of 32 field and horticulture
crops will be released for cultivation,” she said.

The minister also announced thatissuance

Namo Drone Didi scheme aims to provide drones to 15,000 women SHGs. File

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

of Jan Samarth-based Kisan Credit will be en-
abledinfive states. Jan Samarth, an online plat-
form provides a single window facility for 13
government schemes application submission.

Referring to the missions for pulses and
oilseeds, Sitharaman said, “For achieving self-
sufficiency in pulses and oilseeds, we will
strengthen their production, storage and mar-
keting. As announced in the interim budget,
astrategy is being put in place to achieve ‘at-
manirbharta’ for oil seeds”. The announce-
ment is significant as India is dependent on
imports to meet its edible oil demand.

On vegetable production and supply
chains, the Finance Minister said, “Large-scale
clusters for vegetable production will be de-
veloped closer to major consumption cen-
tres. We will promote farmer-producer or-
ganisations, cooperatives and start-ups for
vegetable supply chains, including for collec-

tion, storage, and marketing.”

A National Cooperation Policy will be
brought for anall-round development of the
cooperative sector, Sitharam an said.

“Fast-tracking growth of rural economy
and generation of employment opportuni-
ties on a large scale will be the policy goal,”
she said.

On shrimp production and export,
Sitharaman said, “Financial support for set-
ting up a network of nucleus breeding cen-
tres for shrimp broodstocks will be provided”.

Of the 1.52-crore allocation made for
agriculture and allied sector,X1.32 lakh crore
have been earmarked for the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, while an
allocation of X7,137 crore has been made for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying.
The Finance Minister, however, kept the allo-
cation of the PM-Kisan at Rs 60,000 crore.
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Loan support for higher education, UGC sees big cut

Provision of X1.48 lakh cr in Budget for
education, employment, and skilling

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FOR YOUTH who are not eligible for any ben-
efit under government schemes and policies,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in her Union Budget speech Tuesday anno-
unced financial support forloans up toX101lakh
for higher education in domestic institutions.

“E-vouchers for this purpose will be given
directly to 1 lakh students every year for an-
nual interest subvention of 3% of the loan
amount,” Sitharaman said.

With the Budget emphasising on em-
ployment and skilling, Sitharaman an-
nounced that a provision 0ofX1.48 lakh crore
has been made in the Budget for education,
employment, and skilling.

In collaboration with state governments
and industry, Sitharaman announced a new
centrally sponsored scheme for skilling which
will benefit 20 lakh youth over a period of five
years. For this purpose, 1,000 Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs) will be upgraded in

“hub and spoke arrange-
ments with outcome ori-
entation”. The course con-
tent and design will be
aligned to the skill needs of
industry, and new courses
will be introduced for
emerging needs, she said.
As announced in the
provisions of the interim
budget in February, alloca-
tions for certain school ed-
ucation related schemes
have gone up. This in-
cludes the PM-POSHAN
scheme, the school meal
programme, for which al-
location has increased by
X867 crore. In this year’s
Union Budget, a provision

0f 12,467 crore for PM-POSHAN has been
made compared to 311,600 in 2023-24.

EXPLAINED

STRESSON
RESEARCH

also seen anincrease inal-
location by around X2,050
crore. In the Union Budget
this year, 36,050 crore for
the PM-SHRI scheme has
been allocated up from
34,000 crore in 2023-24.
Allocation for the
Strengthening Teaching-
Learning and Results for
States (STARS) project is
also up by 3450 crore, from

In afillip for central X800 crore last year to
universities, there has 1,250 crore in this year’s
beenanincreasein Budget. The STARS project
Budget allocation by Rs supports the states in de-

4,400 crore - from
%11,258 crore last year to

veloping and implement-
ing interventions that can

%15,928 crore this year. “improve education out-
Research and innovation comes.”
section has alsoseena Altogether, school edu-
hike in allocation by cation has seen anincrease
around 3144 crore. of 34,203 crore in Budget

allocation. Last year, it was
368,804 crore as against

this year’s ¥73,007 crore.
In higher education, allocation for the

The PM-SHRI scheme, which aims to set
up “exemplar schools” that showcase aspects
of the National Education Policy 2020, has

University Grants Commission (UGC), as was
indicated in the interim budget, has been
slashed by %2,860 crore in the Budget.

Compared to an allocation of 35,360 crore in
the 2023-24 Budget, the UGC was allocated
2,500 this year. Similarly, for [IMs there has
been a decline in allocation from 3300 crore
last year to 3212.21 crore this year.

On the allocation for UGC, the commis-
sion’s Chairperson M Jagadesh Kumar said
that the Budget for the UGC comprises three
pivotal components - UGC, central universi-
ties, and deemed universities. “Starting from
the financial year 2024-25, funding for spe-
cific colleges affiliated with central universi-
ties is realigned from the UGC budget line to
the central universities budget line. This re-
alignment comes with enhanced funding un-
der the central universities budget line... and
reduction under the UGCbudgetline,” he said.

In afillip for central universities, there has
been an increase in Budget allocation by
34,400 crore - from 11,258 crore last year to
15,928 crore this year.

The IITs have also seen an increase of 3663
crore in allocation - from 39,661 crore last
year to 310,324 crore in this year’s Budget.
The research and innovation section, which
includes schemes like the Scheme for
Promotion of Academic and Research
Collaboration, has also seen a hike in alloca-
tion by around X144 crore - from 3210.61
crore in 2023-24 to X355 crore this year.

HEALTH SECTOR
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“For helping youth...I am happy to
announce a financial support for

loans up to X10 lakh for higher

education in domestic institutions

Customs duty cut
on 3 cancer drugs:
Hope for patients

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

IN HER Budget speech Tuesday, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, “To pro-
vide relief to cancer patients, I propose to
fully exempt three more medicines from cus-
toms duties,” she said, referring to
trastuzumab deruxtecan, osimertinib and
durvalumab, three targeted therapy drugs
with effective treatment outcomes that work
by precisely identifying and inhibiting the
growth of cancer cells.

At present, these patented drugs, which
are imported, are prohibitively expensive,
costing around Rs 5 lakh a month, keeping
it out of reach for most patients. Which is
why, Sitharaman’s announcement - of
slashing customs duty on the three drugs
from 10% to zero - holds out hope for can-
cer patients, bringing the cost of a vial to
under a lakh.

These drugs have proved to be lifesavers
for many, including a 60-year-old woman
from Delhi’s Saket area. Two years ago,
when she was diagnosed with Stage IV lung
cancer, doctors gave her between two and
nine months to live. With the targeted ther-
apy drug osimertinib, she has outlived her
doctor’s prognosis. Same is the case of two
other women with the same cancer--a77-
year-old woman from CR Park and a 53-
year-old who was being treated at AIIMS for
gastrointestinal complaints but was diag-
nosed with the cancer and put on the os-
imertinib therapy.

Osimertinib — sold as Tagrisso —is a
medication that helps in treating certain
types of lung cancer by blocking the action
of a protein that leads to the cancerous cells
multiplying. It costs around 1.5 lakh for a strip
of ten pills. Trastuzumab deruxtecan — sold
as Enhertu — is a monoclonal antibody that
is used for the treatment of breast and stom-
ach cancers.

The drug was first approved by the US
Food and Drug Administration for gastricand
gastrointestinal cancers in 2021. Earlier this
year, the US regulator approved the drug for
all cancers with HER-2 receptor, including
breast cancers.

The cancerous tissues grow quicker
when there are HER-2 receptors. Patients
have to shell out around R1.6 lakh per vial of
the medicine. Durvalumab — sold as Imfinzi
— is used for the treatment of certain lung
and bladder cancers. It trains the body’s im-
mune system to look for a PD-L1 protein
that is found on cancer cells and attack it.
This drug costs around R 1.5 lakh for every
10ml vial.

Even an exemption of 10 per cent duty on
these expensive drugs is a significant one
given the financial burden these long-term
therapies place on patients.

Dr Abhishek Shankar, oncologist from the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS), explains, “The drugs are still under
patent, which means we do not make them
here, and hence cost a lot as they have to be
imported. These cost typically over a lakh.
But these are all targeted immunotherapy

THE THREE DRUGS

TRASTUZUMAB DERUXTECAN

USE: Breast and stomach cancers
that have HER-2 receptors.

CURRENT COST: Rs 1.6 lakh per vial
of the medicine

OSIMERTINIB
USE: Lung cancer

CURRENT COST: Rs 1.5 lakh per
strip of ten pills.

DURVALUMAB

USE: Ccertain lung, bladder, liver
and biliary tract cancers.

CURRENT COST: Rs 1.5 lakh per
10ml

drugs which give much better results than
other available therapies for certain types of
cancers. This is the reason we prescribe these
therapies to even patients at AIIMS and they
shell out huge amounts. Any reductionin the
prices will help patients.”

There was a time when the family of the
77-year-old lung cancer patient from Delhi’s
CRPark had to make a hard decision before
the treatment protocol.

“We first chose a second-generation
drug called Afatinib but then she had severe
side effects like diarrhoea, itching and toe
infection. We were told osimertinib, the
third -generation drug, could give her up to
three years, improve her quality of life and
have fewer side effects. But we signed up for
osimertinib only when its manufacturer,
Astrazeneca, put us on a patient programme
that allowed us to get three strips of ten pills
each for Rs 1.5 lakh. Otherwise, each strip
costs Rs 1.5 lakh. Still, we ran out of money
and then got the drug from the grey market
at lower prices,” says her daughter.

Dr Ankur Bahl, senior director of medical
oncology at Fortis Gurugram, who is treat-
ing the 60-year-old patient of lung cancer,
says he prescribes osimertinib to two or three
patients every week.

“I' have prescribed it for a particular type
of lung cancer which accounts for 25 to 30
per cent of incidence in non-smoking
women. I know patients who have survived
with this medicine for four years. But many
have to either sell their assets to get the ther-
apy or opt for two other drugs — knowing
that they are not as good — because they can-
not afford osimertinib. Any reduction in the
costs will help,” he says.

Dr C S Pramesh, Director, Tata Memorial
Hospital, says that after the customs duty cut,
the pharma industry should ensure that the
tax benefit is passed on to patients.

“These three drugs have all been shown
to improve outcomes in breast, lung, and
some other common cancers, and the cus-
toms duty cut will make these drugs more
affordable for patients with these cancers,”

he says.
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In govt outreach to tribals, a new scheme for development of 63,000 villages

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

WITH A saturation approach for achiev-
ing social justice, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Tuesday announced
a new scheme for socio-economic devel-
opment of 63,000 tribal villages that will
aim to cover 5 crore people from tribal
communities.

In the Budget for Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment, the government
has also increased allocations for skilling of
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribes
(ST), the National Overseas Scholarship

Scheme for SCs and mechanised sanitation.

In her Budget speech, Sitharaman said
the government will launch the Pradhan
Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan by
“adopting saturation coverage for tribal
families in tribal-majority villages and as-
pirational districts”.

The scheme signals continuation of the
government’s welfare outreach to ST com-
munities. In the previous Budget,
Sitharaman had announced the launch of
the Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN), a welfare
scheme targeted to improve the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

The Ministry of timate of ¥9,835.32 crore.
Tribal Affairs has been The Department of The Department of
allocated 13,000 Social Justice and Empowerment of Persons
crore, whichisRs 539 with Disabilities was allo-
crore more than what Empowerment has been catedx1,225.27 crore, which
was granted last time, allocatedX13,000 crore s, paltry rise against last
and a massive 70%  as compared to312,847  year'sX1,225.15 crore.
more compared to . Central sector schemes
the revised estimate granted in the last and centrally sponsored
of ¥7,605 crore for Budget schemes of both ministries
2023-24. saw arise inallocation. The

The Department F— Eklavya Model Residential

of Social Justice and

Empowerment has been allocatedX13,000
crore as compared to312,847 granted in the
last Budget — 30% more than the revised es-

Schools (EMRS), established
to provide quality education to ST students
in residential schools, were allocated
36,399 crore, a rise of 456 crore over last

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

year’s allocation. The scheme’s allocation
was revised down substantially to
32,471.81 crore last year.

The post-matric scholarship for ST stu-
dents also saw arise in its allocation. From
X1,970.77 crore, the allocation was hiked to
32,432.68 crore.

Furthermore, the PM Janjatiya Vikas
Mission (PMJVM), which promotes liveli-
hoods and entrepreneurship among ST
communities, saw its allocation slashed by
X136.17 crore in this Budget. Last year, the
scheme’s allocation was reduced to 3143
crore from 3288.49 crore.

In the central sector schemes imple-
mented by the Department of Social

Justice and Empowerment, the PM DAKSH
scheme, which is aimed at skilling people
from the SC and ST communities, saw its
allocation increase from 392.47 crore to
%130 crore.

The allocation for the National Overseas
Scholarship Scheme for SCs, which pro-
vides comprehensive financial coverage for
higher studies in foreign universities, was
hiked to 95 crore from 50 crore.

The National Action for Mechanised
Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) scheme,
aimed at eliminating manual scavenging by
replacing it with mechanised cleaning of
sewers, was allocated ¥116.94 crore com-
pared to last year’sX 97.41 crore grant.
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13 ALLIES IN

THE POLITICS

Budget reflects new
reality of Modi govt:
Allies, job concerns

and MSME issues

-

PM Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and Nitin Gadkari
in Lok Sabha as Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presents the Budget. P11

MANOJCG, LIZMATHEW
& VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE NARENDRA Modi government’s first
Budget after returning to power for a third con-
secutive termreflects the changed political dy-
namics after the Lok Sabha polls — including
the BJP’s reliance on coalition partners for lack
of a majority, and the realisation that unem-
ployment and rural distress likely played arole
inthe party’s LS tally dropping from 303 to 240.

Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
highlighted this in his reaction to the Budget.
Congress leaders also pointed to the Budget's
big announcements as bearing a resemblance
to the party’s Lok Sabha election manifesto.

Gandhi posted: “Kursi Bachao Budget.
Appease Allies: Hollow promises to them at
the cost of other states. Appease Cronies:
Benefits to AA with no relief for the common
Indian. Copy and Paste: Congress manifesto
and previous budgets."

The focus on jobs and by extension youth
was, in fact, the most striking feature of the
Budget. In the interim budget ahead of the
polls, which the BJP had expected to sweep,
the word “employment” had appeared seven
times and “job” once. In Union Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s Budget speech Tuesday,
the words job and employment, including in
subheadings, featured eight and 34 times, re-
spectively, as she announced three
“Employment Linked Incentive” schemes,
apart frominternship opportunities in 500 top
companies for one crore youths over five years.

The Opposition can read this as a political
victory, given its emphasis on the unemploy-
ment issue during the elections.

Sitharaman began her Budget speech by
talking about MSMEs, and went on to refer to
them 21 times in her speech. Again, the
Congress was quick to point out that a help-
ing hand to the MSMEs - struggling under the
successive blows of demonetisation, GSTand
Covid - was another key issue for the
Opposition during the elections.

The third focus was farmers, even though
the Budget did not really have much for
them. Among the promises was “109 new
high-yielding and climate-resilient varieties
of 32 crops”, and initiation of “1 crore farm-
ers” into natural farming,

Apart from these issues, the Modi govern-
ment Budget wore its alliance loyalties on its
sleeve. So, there was a separate section on the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, with
promises to facilitate financial support for the
development of the state’s capital Amaravati,
a pet project of BJP ally TDP.

For Bihar, there were a list of proposals

for financial and industrial support, which
are expected to help sustain the political for-
tunes of the BJP’s other big partner, JD(U).

In its first reactions to the Budget, the
Congress said the Modi government appeared
to have borrowed its ideas fromits Lok Sabha
poll manifesto, starting with the scheme to
provide internship opportunities to youth. The
Congress manifesto had promised a “right to
apprenticeship programme”, which Gandhi
referred to in his campaign speeches as “pehli
naukri pakki (guaranteed first job)” scheme.

Congress communications head Jairam
Ramesh posted on X: “The Finance Minister
has taken a leaf out of the INC's Nyay Patra
2024, with its internship program clearly
modelled on the INC's proposed
Apprenticeship Program. .. However, in their
trademark style, the scheme has been de-
signed to grab headlines, with arbitrary tar-
gets (1 crore internships) rather than a pro-
grammatic guarantee...”

Another Congress promise was to “create
a new employment-linked incentive (ELI)
scheme for corporates”. The party said the
Budget’s announcement of three employ-
ment-linked schemes, including one under
which the government will provide one
month's wage to those entering the workforce
in all sectors, was similar to this.

Another Budget promise, of setting up
working women hostels to promote their
participation in the workforce, had also
found a mention in the Congress manifesto.
“In partnership with state governments, the
Central government will double the number
of working women hostels in the country,”
the Congress manifesto had said.

The Congress also claimed credit for the
Budget proposing the abolition of angel tax
for all classes of investors.

The party saw Sitharaman’s announce-
ment that the Central government will set
up a critical mineral mission as a reflection
of its manifesto promise too. The Congress
manifesto had promised to “launch a strate-
gic mining programme to explore and mine
rare earths and critical minerals, with the ob-
ject of increasing the share of mining to 5 per
cent of the GDP and creating 1.5 crore jobs”.

The Budget was largely silent on poll-
bound Maharashtra, Haryana and Jharkhand,
despite how crucial these elections are for the
party. BJP leaders from Maharashtra and
Haryana did not hide their disappointment.

CPI(M) MP John Brittas said that even in
putting Andhra and Bihar frontand centre, the
Budget had failed to address their concerns
with any finesse. “All of a sudden, eastern cor-
ridors have been redrawn to stretch them to
Andhra Pradesh since power in Delhi runs
through there.”

Focus
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Poll-bound states
left in cold as

Andhra, Bihar
bag hefty shares

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

WHILE IN the Union Budget presented in
Parliament Tuesday, the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment announced hefty financial pack-
ages for Andhra Pradesh and Bihar - the
states ruled by the BJP's two major NDA allies
TDPand JD(U)respectively - the poll-bound
states, including Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand, and the UT of J&K failed to get any
such benefits.

These states as well as J&K are slated to
go to the Assembly polls later this year.

The government’s move has sparked a
slugfest with Jharkhand Congress spokesper-
son RK Sinha accusing it of “strengthening its
crutches” through the Budget, referring to BJP’s
critical dependence onitsallies TDPand JD(U)
for remaining in power.

“The people of Jharkhand are feeling be-
trayed by the BJP, which tries every tactic to
come to power in the state but takes no spe-
cial step for welfare of its people,” he said.

However, the Jharkhand BJP’s spokesper-
son Pratul Shahdeo said, “The Centre has lau-
nched a plan for tribal welfare and Jharkhand
will benefit fromiit. State was not mentioned in
the scheme but itis covered in the Budget.”

Significantly, Jharkhand is the only poll-
bound state that found mention in Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s Budget
speech as a part of the Centre’s “Purvodaya
(rise of the east)” scheme, which is aimed to
ensure all-round development of eastern
states like Bihar, West Bengal, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh. Jharkhand, which has a
nearly 26% tribal population, will also reap
indirect benefit under the PM Janjatiya Unnat
Gram Abhiyan aimed at improving the so-
cio-economic conditions of tribal commu-
nities. A total of 34 of the 81 seats in the
Jharkhand Assembly are reserved for the STs.

Haryana BJP spokesperson Sanjay
Sharma said, “Haryana is a land of farmers,
who will reap the benefits of allocations for
them and the agriculture sector. Salaried
people will benefit from relaxations in in-
come tax. Youth, women and traders also
will benefit.”

Package good start, Bihar Budget adds fresh fuel to
taken care of, says JDU  Naidu’s Amaravati dream

SANTOSH SINGH
& DEEPTIMANTIWARY
PATNA, NEW DELHI, JULY 23

WITH A slew of projects announced for the
state, the Union Budget appeared to have
done enough to satisfy JD(U), the third largest
constituent in the NDA with 12
Lok Sabha MPs.

Speaking to The Indian
Express,]D(U)advisor and chief
national spokesperson K C
Tyagi said “we are very happy
with what Bihar got”.

“Let the Opposition cry foul
overit. Theideais to ensure de-
velopment of Bihar. An annual
package of X1 lakh crore has
made a good start for us,” he
said. “WhenaTMCleader calls
it a ‘Bihari budget’, it means
special care is taken of Bihar.
What a special category status
(for the state) would have done
is to create employment and discourage mi-
gration, besides addressing poverty. All the
projects, especially making Bihar a part of
the Kolkata-Amritsar economic zone with
its headquarters in Gaya, announced today

- ’_5
v

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar

would generate employment,” he said.

“We got approval for an airport and a
medical college, locations for which will be
decided by the state government. Besides,
we also got Patna-Purnia, Bodhgaya-
Vaishali and Bhagalpur-Buxar highway
projects,” he said.

Speaking to reporters shortly after the
Budget presentation, Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar said, “We had
proposed if special status was-
n’t feasible for technical rea-
sons, Bihar should receive spe-
cial assistance (vishesh madat)
from the Centre in another
form, which has been an-
nounced today.”

“The CM has been demand-
ing a special package for Bihar.
Thisisas close toitasit can get.
Then we have a government for
five years. As and when the
need arises, the government
will provide more assistance,”
JD(U)working president Sanjay
Jha told The Indian Express.

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) president
and Union minister Chirag Paswan said the
budget's announcements for Bihar will help
realise his vision of "Bihar first Bihari first".

SREENIVAS JANYALA
& NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, JULY 23

ACKNOWLEDGING THE “need” for Andhra
Pradesh to have a capital, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Tuesday said the Centre
will “facilitate special financial
support” 0f15,000 crore “thr-
ough multilateral develop-
ment agencies” in current fi-
nancial year.

Amount will be key to dev-
elop Amaravati, CM Chandr-
ababu Naidu’s dream project
which was shelved once Jagan
Mohan Reddy came to power.
This will be followed up with
special financial support in

Andhra”. She also announced the Centre
would extend funds and help to complete the
Polavaramirrigation project, “whichislifeline
for Andhra Pradesh and its farmers” and “will
facilitate our country’s food security as well”.

The 15,000 crore for Amaravati is a big
boost for Naidu, whose party TDP is an NDA
partner with 16 Lok Sabha MPs. “Today Centre
promised 315,000 crore finan-
cial supportin the budget. There
ishope that happy days are here
again. Had Amaravati been com-
pleted, the state would have had
a32-3 lakh crore asset,” Naidu
said in the Assembly.

In a post on X, Naidu wrote,
“On behalf of the people of
Andhra Pradesh, I thank Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Finance Minister Nirmala

subsequent years too, Sitharaman for recognising the
Sitharaman said. Andhra Pradesh CM needs of our state and focusing
Shealso announcedtwoin- ChandrababuNaidu  on a capital, Polavaram, indus-

dustrial corridors - Visakh-
apatnam-Chennai and Hyder-
abad-Bengaluru - would be established to
“promote industrial development”.

A special backward areas fund has also
been announced for “backward regions of
Rayalaseema, Prakasam and North Coastal

trial nodes and development of
backward areas in AP.”

Andhra Pradesh IT and Electronics
Minister Nara Lokesh said, “A new sunrise for
Andhra Pradesh. I am extremely delighted
and grateful for the Union Finance Minister's
announcement today in the Budget.”

Interim budget to now, BJP govt changes tack, shows poll lessons learnt

Nitish, Naidu chose cash for development rather than Cabinet posts. It also suited PM well to keep the portfolios and retain impression of business as usual

THENEERJA
CHOWDHURY
COLUMN

Weekly insight into what’s changing
in national politics —and why

A COALITION government is in the saddle
again. That was the underlying message of
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s seventh consecutive Budget
on Tuesday, with BJP allies Nitish Kumar
and N Chandrababu Naidu cornering a ma-
jor share for their states. It was also a re-
sponse to Mandate 2024 - and the lessons
drawn from it.

The TDP chief and Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister, Naidu is known to be a tough ne-
gotiator, and his bargaining skills were on dis-
play in Sitharaman allocating Rs 15,000 crore

to his state this year for his dream capital
Amaravati-- with a promise of more fundsin
the years to come. There was also the prom-
ise to build industrial corridors between
Vizag and Chennai, and Hyderabad and
Bengaluru, apart from development of three
backward regions in the state, for starters.

Nitish, known more for his savvy in forg-
ing successful caste alignments, also showed
financial acumen. Or his team did. While the
CM may not have got special status for Bihar;,
asdemanded by the JD(U), Nitish has reason
to be happy given the announcements of ex-
pressways, airports, bridges over the Ganga,
and development of religious and cultural
centres in Gaya and Bodh Gaya and Nalanda
to promote tourism.

Primarily, the 16 MPs of the TDP from
Andhraand 12 of the JD(U) from Bihar — apart
from others such as 5 of Chirag Paswan’s Lok
Jan Shakti Party (Ram Vilas) and 1 of Jitin
Majhi’s Hindustani Awam Morcha - prop up
the Modi government.

And in a coalition ministry, no one is as

well placed as a party whose support the
government relies on to remain in power —
which was also evident during the 25 years
of coalition governance in the country from
1989-2014.

Nitish and Naidu appear

political control for himself and for the BJP.
The heavyweight portfolios as well as the
Speaker’s post remain with BJP leaders, help-
ing the Modi government give the impres-
sion of business as usual and of being as

much in control of the situ-

to have played their cards

ationaswhentheBJPhad a

well in choosing hard cash Sitharaman’s majority on its own. Modi
to propel their develop- outreach to the would be well aware of
ment agenda for their iddle cl isal how weakened a PM buf-
states, rather than benefits middieclassisalsoan  ¢.i.4 5round by his allies
such as lucrative Cabinet ~ attempttowinback  canappear.

posts. They did notevenin- many in the BJP’s However, what remains
sist on the post of Speaker, to be seen is how the states
asonce expected of themto former base which voted for the BJP will
do, and which the I react to Andhra and Bihar

Opposition parties egged
them on todemand. A Speaker’s position can
become critical ina coalition ministry if splits
take place and the ruling party tries to ac-
quire a majority.

Equally significantly, this deal appears to
have suited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who, in the trade-off, ensured unchallenged

cornering the Budget’s ben-
efits. The party did some juggling in this re-
gard with Sitharaman talking of a ‘Purvodaya’
plan for development of the eastern region,
in which she included West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Andhra. The eastern
belt has been on the BJP’s radar for quite
some time now.
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Normally, it is the interim budget pre-
sented before the elections which is populist
in nature - for reasons that are obvious. This
year though the interim budget focused
more on fiscal consolidation and less on
sops, which was seen as a sign of how con-
fident the Modi government was about
coming back to power without any need for
populism.

Again, normally, the first Budget of a gov-
ernment takes the tough decisions -- like, say,
second-generation economic reforms, which
have been pending. But the government
went against the grain Tuesday, hewing
closer to the nature of a coalition govern-
ment’s politics.

Besides keepingits allies in good humour,
the BJP brass is conscious of the need to win
state elections due year end in Maharashtra,
Haryana and Jharkhand - to seize the polit-
icalinitiative again and undo the impression
that the party is losing ground. While there
were no overriding promises for the poll-
bound states, the Modi government appears

tobe calculating that the larger focus on jobs
will help it fight the public discontent re-
flected in the Lok Sabha results.
Sitharaman’s outreach to the middle class
is also an attempt to win back many in the
BJP’s former base, who may have voted
against it but may have begun to feel guilty
that the party ended up losing its majority.
This suggests that the BJP has drawn the
right lessons from the general elections, par-
ticularly regarding issues such as jobs,
MSMEs and rural distress which it has been
accused of ignoring. And has shown flexibil-
ity to make the concessions that rivals have
accused it of being incapable of making.
Infact, on Tuesday, the Congress’s refrain
was about the many “parallels” between its
poll manifesto promises and the Budget. A
backhanded compliment to Nirmala
Sitharaman?
Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing Editor, The
Indian Express, has covered the last 11 Lok
Sabha elections. She is the author of How
Prime Ministers Decide
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

HOPE DEFERRED: A
HOLDING OPERATION

First budget of Modi 3.0 is circumscribed by the election verdict.
On jobs and private investment, a patchwork of proposals; on
taxation, some good ideas — a bold, reformist plan s elusive

NION FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman's sixth full-fledged budget

— the first in the Narendra Modi-led government's third term — does not

adequately address the three major problems confronting the Indian econ-

omy: Investment, employment and consumption. It performs a holding
operation instead of presenting a coherent economic framework to deal with these press-
ing concerns as well as the more long-term structural impediments to growth. Whether
the lack of policy boldness or reform impetus in the budget has to do with the BJP being
unable to secure a majority in the recent national elections isn't clear. The budget's focus
seems to be more on the Modi government’s efforts to cement its stability by securing the
support of key allies, especially the JD(U) in Bihar and TDP in Andhra Pradesh.

Both states have been provided significant financial assistance. This includes Rs 15,000
crore to AP for the development of its capital Amaravati and the early completion of the
Polavaramirrigation scheme, and a new 2,400 megawatts power plant, along with proj-
ects for road connectivity, flood control, airports, medical colleges and religious tourism
for Bihar. Of course, a fiscal stimulus like this for Bihar has positive cascading effects. But
there’s no escaping the politics behind this economics — no wonder that other states are
calling it out.

ITHIN THESE CONSTRAINTS — many of them self-imposed by a dispensa-

s ; g ; tion used to governing without the pulls and pressures of coalition compul-

sions — the budget has specific positives. It stays the course on fiscal con-

solidation. The finance minister has targeted the Centre’s fiscal deficit at 4.9 per cent of

GDP in 2024-25, a significant reduction from 5.6 per cent last year. Sitharaman has also

restated her intention to bring down the deficit to below 4.5 per cent by next year. More

importantly, the government aims to keep the annual deficit from 2026-27 at levels that
ensure that its debt-GDP ratio is on a declining path.

This commitment to macroeconomic stability — also extending to low inflation and
current account deficit — is necessary for long-term sustainable growth. Equally welcome
are the proposals to abolish the angel tax for all investors in the start-up ecosystem, low-
ering of the corporate tax rate on foreign companies from 40 to 35 per cent, and furtherin-
centivising of the shift to the new income tax regime sans exemptions. The budget has
raised the capital gains tax, on both short- and long-term assets, and also the securities
transaction tax rate on futures and option trades in securities. This was in line with the
Economic Survey noting that financial assets are “claims on real goods and services” and
“itis a harbinger of market instability” if these are excessively high. The government be-
lieves, based on the evidence, that the markets are overheated and asset price inflation,
whetherin equities or real estate, could present a new source of macroeconomic instabil-
ity. The stock markets didn't take kindly to the announcements initially, but recovered dur-
ing the day. Ultimately, it is earnings, not irrational exuberance, that should drive prices.

the need to create an estimated 78.5 lakh jobs annually and the private sector

not investing enough to enable the same. The government may have done its bit
in capital spending, which is budgeted at Rs 11.11 lakh crore or 3.4 per cent of the GDP in
2024-25. But the augmented public investment is yet to really crowd-in private sector
investments. The latter has not taken the baton, which alone can sustain a virtuous cycle
of investments, job creation, income generation and consumption.

The budget does not offer a way out of the conundrum. What it has is a patchwork of
proposals: Providing a one-month wage of upto Rs 15,000 to all new entrants in the for-
mal workforce; reimbursing employers up to Rs 3,000 a month for two years for their
contribution to the employees’ provident fund; and a monthly allowance of Rs 5,000 for
those doing a one-year internship at the top 500 companies. These schemes, however, do
not tackle the primary problem of why corporates aren't investing in the first place —
hard to believe how a financial transfer to those who have got jobs will create jobs.

Fixing that will call for steps to assuage genuine risk concerns of companies, invest-
ments in education and skill development, and factor market reforms. The budget has
no big ideas that will inspire investor confidence or set in motion a process that will pre-
pare the next generation for the disruptive changes that lie ahead. At best, it does no great
damage. That is not what one would expect from the first budget of a government that
claims a historic mandate in its third term.

But given that the next budget will be due in just over six months, the current budget,
it can be argued, has a limited shelf life. Hopefully, by then the government would have
learnt to work constructively with its coalition partners as well as manage a resurgent
Opposition. That will then enable it to present a more ambitious economic plan that a
country with a growing young population with rising aspirations desperately needs.
That's the hope.

THE ECONOMIC SURVEY had outlined the “real” challenges facing the country —

ACTS OF RESISTANCE

James C Scott’s work nudged social scientists to look at
ways in which marginalised struggle against power

N THE LATE 1950s, when a young doctoral researcher at Yale University left for

fieldwork in a Malaysian village of 70 families, several of his friends and teachers

warned that the “unglamorous” move could prove detrimental to his career. About

three decades later, the experience would provide James C Scott the basis for his
groundbreaking work, The Weapons of the Weak. It explored the techniques used by peas-
ants to resist state power and launched Scott as one of the leading figures of resistance
studies. Scott, who died on July 19 aged 87, often described the book that explored the non-
ideological ways in which the farmers opposed authorities — food dragging, evasion, gos-
sip — as a piece of work that gave him the most satisfaction. “The greatest emancipatory
value for human freedom and the promise for liberty,” he was to write in one of his last
works, Two Cheers for Anarchism, “have not been the result of orderly institutional proce-
dures, but disorderly spontaneous action cracking open the society”.

Scott's work has been a major influence on scholars — practitioners of the Subaltern
Studies school, for instance — who believe that most resistances do not speak their name.
It made social scientists realise that by paying attention only to formal organisations and
public protests, they had pushed away a lot of resistance from their radar. Weapons of the
Weak gave a new lens to examine acts such as jaywalking, army desertions — as opposed
to mutinies — as struggles for citizenship rights. It nudged sociologists and economists
to examine assembly-line slowdowns as a form of resistance against factory elites.

Other works — Seeing Like the State and The Art of Not Being Governed — placed Scott
amongst the ranks of seminal critics of the hyper rationalism and overconfidence of the
modern state. Ironically, as a student on field work, the anthropologist had given infor-
mation to US intelligence on his Southeast Asian respondents. Scott has written about
this experience as a matter of fact, and it is not known if he ever regretted his actions.
What is well known, however, is his support for “open democratic politics as a process of

gradual education”.
iE n |
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WORDLY WISE
IT'S NOT FROM THE BENEVOLENCE OF THE BUTCHER,
OR BAKER THAT WE EXPECT DINNER, BUT FROM
THEIR REGARD FOR THEIR INTEREST. — ApamMm SMITH

Prudence and plumbing

With fiscal space exhausted, demand will have to

come from structurally lifting consumption, exports

SAJIID Z CHINOY

TO UNDERSTAND THIS year’s budgetary
choices and trade-offs, it’s first important
to appreciate the global and domestic con-
text against which it was presented. There
seem to be two conflicting forces at play.
First, even as global growth has remained
resilient, global disinflation has been grad-
ual and halting, such that interest rates in
some parts of the world remain at multi-
decade highs. Add to this, elevated geopo-
litical uncertainty and the prospect of a US
election that could upend the world
order, and the global backdrop borders on
the hostile. At home, despite strong growth
last year, India’s combined public debt/GDP
actually edged up. All this would suggest
there was no room for macroeconomic ad-
venturism. Fiscal deficits would need to
keep coming down. The only question was
how much?

But there were other forces pulling in
the opposite direction. Thus far, the heavy
lifting on investment in India has been un-
dertaken by the public sector. However,
given the aforementioned fiscal and debt
constraints, the investment baton will even-
tually have to be handed over to the private
sector. The good news is that corporate bal-
ance sheets are the healthiest in years. The
challenge is that firms need more demand
visibility to invest with conviction. This is
dramatically accentuated by events in
China. The sheer quantum of manufactur-
ing excess capacity there has created fears
of a China Shock 2.0, wherein China’s ex-
cess capacity (and deflationary impulses)
are being exported around the world.
Consider this: The US Treasury estimates
China’s planned production capacity of
electric vehicles in 2030 will be above 70
million, even as total global EV sales that
year will be just 44 million! All this
simply raises the bar on-demand visibility
for the private sector to invest around the
world, including in India. Where will that
visibility come from? In India’s case, with
the public sector having to retrench, it will
have to come from private consumption
and exports.

This, then, was the delicate balance the
budget had to pull off: It has to remain fis-
cally prudent and yet sow the seeds for
private consumption and exports to lift
more structurally.

On fiscal prudence and budgetary math,
policymakers have checked all the boxes.
First, this year’s deficit is pegged at 4.9 per
cent of GDP, even lower than the interim
budget. This, in conjunction with last year’s

With fiscal space exhausted,
demand will have to come
from structurally lifting
consumption and exports
growth. In turn, the fate of
private consumption is
inextricably linked to quality
employment. In particular, a
growing concern over the
last two decades is that, even
as India is undergoing its
demographic transition,
manufacturing has been
becoming increasingly
capital-intensive. The key to
boosting quality
employment, apart from
higher growth rates, is
therefore to redress the
balance between capital and
labour in the production
process. The budget
signalled important first
steps in this regard by
announcing several
'Employment-Linked
Incentives' that will provide
incentives to both employees
and employers to increase
formal sector employment.

larger-than-expected consolidation, means
the Centre's fiscal deficit will be reduced by
a sizeable 1.5 per cent of GDP across two
years, which will go a long way in helping
with inter-temporal debt sustainability.
Second, assumptions on the revenue side
are very conservative. After a realised tax
buoyancy of 1.4 last year (gross taxes grow-
ing at 13.5 per cent on nominal GDP growth
of 9.6 per cent) the assumed buoyancy is
just 1 this year (taxes are budgeted to grow
at 10.8 per cent on nominal GDP growth of
10.5 per cent). Third, the extra resources the
government had (around 0.4 per cent of
GDP) vis-a-vis the interim budget were
used in a balanced manner, with half being
assigned for more consolidation and the
other half to increase revenue expenditures.
Fourth, the quality of discretionary expen-
diture (measured as the ratio of capital to
revenue expenditures, ex-interest) has dou-
bled from 0.2 in 2020 to 0.4 in 2024. Fifth,
one potential concern of reducing the
deficit too quickly is the contractionary im-
pact on aggregate demand.

Fortuitously, this year’s consolidation is
helped by the large RBI dividend, a large
fraction of which was non-contractionary
because it accrued from foreign interestin-
come and Rupee revaluation profits.
Therefore, even as this year’s fiscal consol-
idation is a sizable 0.7 per cent of GDP, the
contractionary impulse is less than half of
that. A case of fiscal consolidation without
commensurate eConomic compression.

The fiscal prudence was accompanied
by financial vigilance. The relentless rally in
equity markets and the surge in futures and
options create the prospect of financial sta-
bility risks down the line. It was, therefore,
important to throw some sand in the
wheels, which authorities did in the form
of increasing capital gains and securities
transaction tax. In doing so, the budget has
sent an important signal that asset prices
should not veer too far away from underly-
ing economic fundamentals.

Fiscal and financial prudence apart, the
real contribution of this year’s budget is in
starting a much-needed conversation on
the plumbing of different parts of the econ-
omy. With fiscal space exhausted, demand
will have to come from structurally lifting
consumption and exports growth. In turn,
the fate of private consumption is inextri-
cably linked to quality employment. In par-
ticular, a growing concern over the last two
decades is that, even as India is undergoing
its demographic transition, manufacturing

has been becoming increasingly capital-in-
tensive. The key to boosting quality employ-
ment, apart from higher growth rates, is
therefore to redress the balance between
capital and labour in the production
process. The budget signalled important
first steps in this regard by announcing
several “Employment-Linked Incentives”
that will provide incentives to both
employees and employers to increase for-
mal sector employment.

Of course, incentives will only work if
workers exceed a minimum threshold of
employability to compete with capital, for
which skilling and education are so crucial.
On this account, the budget announced
new skilling and internship programmes,
alongside skilling and education loans. To
be sure, making labour a more attractive
factor of production will require a thousand
small steps. And combined spending on
health, education, skilling and health -
which for now is the same share of GDP as
last year — will eventually have to go up. But
at least we have started that conversation
and begun to take explicit measures to ad-
dress the challenges.

Similarly, on the exports front, it was re-
freshing to see customs duties across sev-
eral sectors reduced or done away with. A
foundational theorem in trade theory is that
an import tariff is equivalent to an export
tax. If we can continue on this path of ratio-
nalising tariffs, we are simply making our
exports more competitive.

Finally, the budget spoke about the need
to undertake factor-market reforms encom-
passing land, labour and capital in conjunc-
tion with the states. It also spoke about de-
veloping a vision for the financial sector and
undertaking a comprehensive review of the
Income Tax Act, all important cogs in the
structural reform agenda. Implementation,
however, is now the key.

What is the bigger message? We live in
a dangerous and unpredictable world.
Cyclical policy space is largely exhausted.
Sustaining growth will require the less
flashy task of fixing the economy’s plumb-
ing. This will be a hard slog but is unavoid-
able to improve competitiveness and en-
sure the fruits of growth are more
equitably distributed across the factors of
production. The budget must be com-
mended for acknowledging this and start-
ing down this path.

The writer is Chief India Economist at JP
Morgan. Views are personal

A SETBACK FOR THE FARM

Neglect of agriculture R&D in budget risks growth and food security

ASHOK GULATI AND PURVI THANGARA]

LET US START with the good news. In 2023-
24, the Indian economy registered an over-
all GDP growth rate of 8.2 per cent, and it is
likely to remain above 7 per centin FY25 ac-
cording to most projections. However,
growth in the agriculture sector declined
from 4.7 per cent in FY23 to 1.4 per cent in
FY24. Against this backdrop, one would
have expected that agriculture would get a
booster dose in the budget.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
has provided a roadmap for the pursuit of
Viksit Bharat @2047. She has identified nine
key priority areas — productivity and re-
silience in agriculture, employment and
skilling, inclusive human-resource devel-
opment and social justice, manufacturing
and services, urban development, energy
security, infrastructure, innovation, re-
search and development and next-genera-
tion reforms. Agriculture being at the top of
the list raised hopes of a significant alloca-
tion for improving productivity and increas-
ing climate resilience.

The best way to do that would have been
to focus on agri-R&D. It's well known that
the marginal returns of investing in agri-
R&D are over 10 times — in other words, an
extra investment of 1,000 crore will mean
Rs 10,000 crore in terms of agri-GDP.

Such an investment could have pushed
agriculture towards a higher growth trajec-
tory. But, the budget expenditure numbers
don’t give such an assurance. The
Department of Agricultural Research and
Education (DARE) has received Rs 99.4 bil-
lion, a marginal increase of just 0.7 per cent
from Rs 98.8 billion (RE) in FY24. This is way
below expectations, and in fact, in real
terms, it is a climbdown.

Our research shows that agriculture
R&D Expenditure touched Rs 160 billion in
2020-21, with 89 per cent coming from the
public sector and 11 per cent from the pri-
vate sector. While these numbers give an
idea of the scale, it is important to consider
the percentage relative to agriculture’s

The food subsidy is
budgeted at Rs 2.05 trillion,
down from INR 2.12 trillion
in FY24. Despite this
decrease, the subsidy still
predominantly benefits
consumers rather than
farmers. Providing free
rations to more than 800
million people through the
PM-Garib Kalyan Yojana is
perhaps correct from a
political perspective.
However, questions remain
about the necessity of
continuing this support for
such a large population. This
is especially pertinent in
light of the FM’s statement
that approximately 250
million people have been
lifted out of multi-
dimensional poverty
during 10 years of the
Modi government.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Gross Domestic Product (Agri-GDP), esti-
mated as Agriculture Research Intensity
(ARI). The ARI peaked at 0.75 per cent in
2008-09 and stands at 0.43 per cent in
2022-23.This will fall further in FY25, as the
allocation to this segment has gone down
in real terms. This is not good news for the
country’s food security as well as for arrest-
ing food inflation.

The vision of Viksit Bharat@2047 could
remain unrealised if the agrarian-rural
economy is left behind. Almost two-thirds
of India still lives in rural areas
and agriculture engages the largest seg-
ment of the working population (45.8 per
centin 2022-23).

The budget has allocated Rs 1.52 trillion
for the agriculture and allied sectors. The
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare received a budget of Rs 1.22 trillion
(BE), an increase of just 5 per cent from Rs
1.16 trillion (RE) in FY24 — this barely
compensates for inflation.

The allocation to the Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
has increased 27 per cent — Rs 56 billion
(RE) in FY24 to Rs 71 billion (BE). This is a
good sign for this fast-growing sector.

Much of the support for the agriculture-
food-rural sector has focused on welfare
measures and subsidies. Food and fertiliser
subsidies and the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) are the key components of this
support. Although these measures are not
directed at the agriculture ministry, they
benefit the agri-food-rural sector, aiding
either farmers or consumers. Significant in-
come support from the Agriculture Ministry
itself comes through programmes like
PM-KISAN, credit subsidies, and PM-Fasal
Bima Yojana.

In all, these welfare and subsidy
measures are projected at Rs 5.52 trillion
for FY25 — slightly less than the revised
estimate of Rs 5.8 trillion for FY24. This sup-
port represents 11.5 per cent of the overall

budget (Rs 48 trillion) and a notable 21.4 per
cent of the central government's net tax
revenue for FY25.

The food subsidy is budgeted at Rs 2.05
trillion, down from INR 2.12 trillion in FY24.
Despite this decrease, the subsidy still pre-
dominantly benefits consumers rather than
farmers. Providing free rations to more than
800 million people through the PM-Garib
Kalyan Yojana is perhaps correct from a
political perspective.

However, questions remain about the
necessity of continuing this support for
such a large population. This is especially
pertinent in light of the FM's statement
that approximately 250 million people have
been lifted out of multi-dimensional
poverty during 10 years of the
Modi government.

The Government of India has reflected
our concerns in the Economic Survey 2023-
24 by recognising the need to reorient agri-
cultural policies that have been working at
cross-purposes, overlooking farmers' inter-
ests and inadvertently harming natural re-
sources. Although these policies have in-
creased agriculture productivity, they have
diminished soil fertility, depleted ground-
water, increased nitrous oxide and methane
emissions and starved crops of nutrients.

They have also undermined public
health by becoming a catalyst for a diet rich
insugar and carbohydrates, instead of fibre
and protein. There is an urgent need to
transform agriculture into an engine of
growth through farming practices that ben-
efit both farmers and the planet.

Effective policymaking through re-ori-
enting subsidies, can generate higher value
addition in agriculture, boost farmers' in-
comes and create opportunities for food
processing and exports. Perhaps that has
been left for the next budget.

Gulatiis Distinguished Professor
and Thangaraj a consultant at ICRIER.
Views are personal
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A five-year roadmap

With an eye on generating employment, improving infrastructure and rationalisation of GST,
Budget 2024 offers elements of a medium-term framework for economic policy

R KAviTA RAO

THERE WERE TWO clear expectations for
the economy from the first budget of the
NDA government’s third term, which was
presented on July 23: First, a roadmap on
fiscal consolidation and second, aroadmap
for medium-term interventions, in terms
of the challenges facing the economy. The
budget speech paid attention to both of
these fronts.

The Finance Minister needs to be com-
mended for sticking to the path of fiscal
consolidation with a further reduction in
the fiscal deficit target, compared to the in-
terim budget. The estimated fiscal deficit
for 2024-25 is 4.9 per cent of the GDP, bring-
ing it closer to the target of 4.5 per cent in
the next fiscal. Debt to GDP for the central
government too has been forecast to reduce
from 58.2 per cent to 56.8 per cent. While
the budget speech does not provide a clear
roadmap beyond 2025-26 in terms of target
fiscal deficit, it does propose “to keep the
fiscal deficit each year such that the central
government debt will be on a declining path
as percentage of GDP.” The flexibility pro-
vided by the lack of firm announcements
would allow for nimble policymaking but
limits predictability for the wider economy.

While fiscal consolidation is one pri-
mary concern of the government, augment-
ing expenditures is often seen as the other
priority. In the last three years, additional
fiscal space, made available through more
buoyant tax revenues, has been utilised to
raise the allocations for various spending
programmes. Unlike in previous years,
some of the additional resources available
have been used for fiscal consolidation as
well — the resources to undertake fiscal
consolidation in this budget can be traced to
the surplus to be received from the Reserve
Bank of India. Some additions to expendi-
ture and marginal compression in tax rev-
enues too are observed when compared to
the interim budget.

Working on the challenges flagged by
the Economic Survey 2023-24, the budget
speech presents an overview of the initia-
tives proposed for the current year as well
as the next five years. Concerns regarding
employability and employment for the
youth and improved infrastructure in the
country emerge as key points for motivat-
ing policy initiatives. Anumber of initiatives
are proposed to create better employabil-
ity through skilling and higher employment
through financial support for provident
fund contributions. While these initiatives
are welcome and flag the concerns of citi-
zens and the government, an overall frame-
work would help identify the synergies
among potential initiatives. The govern-
ment’s proposal to present an economic
policy framework is a welcome announce-
ment in this regard — it can help establish
consistent medium-term expectations on
likely reforms to be undertaken.

On the tax front, the budget communi-
cates a season of changes. Within indirect
taxes, it signals the possibility of rationalisa-

tion of the GST rates and expansion in the
base and continued recalibration of customs
duties. Apart from the initial years which
witnessed a slew of rate changes, the GST
regime has been remarkably stable in terms
of structure and design of the tax. However,
some rationalisation of the structure s called
for. The likely changes in the GST regime are
widely anticipated and discussed, and would
constitute an important step in completing
the reform of the regime before it can settle
into a stable and predictable regime for tax-
payers as well as governments.

Unlike the GST regime, the customs duty
regime is now used to address varying con-
cerns in the economy — to reduce compe-
tition in some cases and to increase com-
petition in others. The need for regular
recalibration in customs duties too could
benefit from an overall framework. The pro-
posed economic policy framework could
provide a basis for this, suggesting stability
and predictability in the regime.

The medium-term approach is evident
in the section pertaining to direct taxes as
well: It begins with a proposal to undertake
areview of the Income Tax Act with the ob-
jective to “make the Act concise, lucid, easy
toread and understand”. Arecurring theme
in this section is the intent to reduce disputes
and litigation. The budget proposes to intro-
duce a “Vivad se Vishwas, 2024” scheme to
reduce the amount of revenue locked in lit-
igation. Manpower allocated to address the

The medium-term approach
is evident in the section
pertaining to direct taxes as
well: It begins with a
proposal to undertake a
review of the Income Tax Act
with the objective to ‘make
the Act concise, lucid, easy to
read and understand’. A
recurring theme in this
section is the intent to reduce
disputes and litigation. The
budget proposes to
introduce a ‘Vivad se
Vishwas, 2024’ scheme to
reduce the amount of
revenue locked in litigation.

CR Sasikumar

backlog of cases of first appeals too is pro-
posed to be augmented. Further, the budget
proposes to limit the cases of appeal by the
departments in case of income tax, excise
and service tax cases — cases involving small
liabilities are not to be contested. The focus
on dispute resolution is commendable; the
source of large numbers of disputes too per-
haps could use some attention.

Emerging discussions on direct taxes
across the globe flag concerns of increasing
inequality and the need to bring in higher
levels of tax on “the rich”. The Economic
Survey articulates the concern in terms of
differential taxation of labour income and
capital income. The budget seeks to address
this concern by raising the taxes on capital
gains, both short-term and long-term,
while providing some relief to retail in-
vestors by raising the exemption to Rs 1.25
lakh. This initiative, along with the en-
hanced securities transaction tax on futures
and options transactions, could cool some
of the fervour in the capital markets in the
short term and reduce some of the irra-
tional exuberance, bringing in stability for
the medium term.

While the budget provides some
elements of a medium-term frame
work, adding more elements to it would
be helpful for stability and predictability in
the economy.

The writer is Director, NIPFP

An economy in search of a plan

Budget seems to lack vision for fundamental structural changes

RoHIiT LAMBA

“MEN ARE HAUNTED by the vastness of
eternity, and so we ask ourselves: Will our
name echo across the centuries? Will
strangers hear our name and wonder who
we were? How bravely we fought? How
fiercely we loved?”

The opening lines of Hollywood’s 2004
adaptation of Homer’s Iliad kept coming to
me as | thought about the economic vision
of Modi 3.0. Walking into his mid-70s, does
Narendra Damodardas Modi think of how
history will remember him? Of course he
does, kept coming the reply, almost axiomat-
ically. They all must when destiny puts them
in such positions of high power. And yet, on
the economic front, the question endures.

The honourable Prime Minister’s hand
of destiny is different from his peer group
in that it is simply a big hand — the only
leader since Jawaharlal Nehru to get three
consecutive terms in the de facto highest
office of the land. While the cultural agenda
under his tenure may have had a cogent vi-
sion, the economic one is arguably still me-
andering, in search of a plan.

For starters, it is not clear if the govern-
ment understands that India’s current eco-
nomic growth rate is overstated — it simply
cannot be, as Josh Felman and Arvind
Subramanian have convincingly argued,
that consumption, jobs and inflation remain
low even as growth is going gangbusters.

Measuring growth numbers is not a parti-
san issue, but an academic one, and this
record must be set straight.

The question endures because even
while marketing the growth story exter-
nally, there is a gnawing fear that the truth
is not even being spoken of internally. This
is important because the policy prescrip-
tions for an economy at 8-9 per cent GDP
growth (with manageable inflation) are dif-
ferent than a 5-6 per cent one. But what is
our growth rate?

To the credit of the government, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s budget
speech seems to have internalised that
there is indeed a jobs problem — there are
few good jobs on offer, the emerging pool
of workers is simply not skilled enough, and
the youth is delaying joining the labour
force. To that end, employment-linked in-
centives have been proposed to induce the
private sector to hire more formal workers
and presumably train them.

This is a laudable start but is unlikely to
have much effect unless the more basic
problems of fixing labour practices are ad-
dressed. Why will an employer who has set
up an entire business on contract labour
take the risk of hiring permanent labour in
return for a Rs 3,000 monthly subsidy in
EPFO contributions for two years?

The question remains, for out beyond

the myopia of a scheme here and a freebie
there, it does not seem like the government
has the consistency to see through funda-
mental structural changes in the economy.
New reforms have often been approached
in an event-management style, setting
them up for failure — demonetisation and
farm laws come to mind.

I was trying to count the number of
times the honourable Finance Minister used
the word “scheme” in her speech, and at
some point, [ gave up. For a young country
yearning for prosperity, this itself should be
the cause of a revolution, at least an intel-
lectual one. As a budding economist, I was
excited when the Prime Minister had cate-
gorically stated in 2014 that his will be a
“minimum government” with “maximum
governance”. But alas, the answer to all
questions today is a scheme.

The question endures because the Modi
1.0 and 2.0 legacy is a repackaging of Indira
Gandhi’s labharthi model, albeit with better
targeting, and combining it with a return to
crony forms of capital. Yes, pushing through
the digital stack and infrastructure reforms
are praiseworthy. But, at this point, one has
toaskif there is enough audacity in the Modi
machinery to follow its dharma, of doing
what is right, not worrying about the next
election, but working in the infinite justice of
the universe, of asking the Homeric ques-

tion: Do [ want to be remembered in world
history as the one who changed the course
of India’s economic trajectory?

The good news is there are enough good
homegrown ideas out there to know what
should be the dharma. Read Sajjid Chinoy
on fiscal and monetary policy, Manish
Sabharwal on labour, Karthik Muralidharan
on education, Nachiket Mor on health, Ajay
Shah on finance, Ashok Gulati on agricul-
ture, Navroz Dubash on climate, Yamini
Aiyar on governance, to name a few.

Oh, how the biography would read: The
one who centralised power to remain in
power, then systematically decentralised it
to revolutionise delivery of primary health
and education. Oh, how our grandchildren
may applaud how universities were liberated
from the clutches of the state and went to pro-
duce world-class ideas, and that the indus-
try, liberated from tax raids, commercialised
these ideas into world-beating products.

We need to think big, do big, as Deng
Xiaoping did for China, and Narasimha Rao
initiated for us in the early ‘90s. There are
simply no two ways about it. Hopefully, in
the next budget.

The writer is an economist at New York
University Abu Dhabi and Cornell University,
and a co-author of Breaking the Mould:
Reimagining India’s Economic Future
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Compromises are what allows Europe to move forward. It's not too late for France

to draw inspiration from this method.”

—LE MONDE, FRANCE

Responsible
and inclusive

The budget has struck a welcome balance
between pushing growth, welfare
and keeping India on the right fiscal path

PRACHI MISHRA,
SHOHAN MUKHERJEE,
AND ANKITA NAIR

THE FY25 BUDGET continues the commit-
ment to being responsible. The fiscal deficit
is projected at 4.9 per cent of GDP in FY25
and seeks alarge 0.9 pp correction relative to
FY24 (and a 0.2 pp lower deficit even com-
pared to the interim budget) — a decline of
1.8 pp over the last four years. This would be
the largest annual reduction in deficit since
2013, excluding the post-Covid normalisa-
tion. This is despite the skew towards capi-
tal spending in the budget (the capital to cur-
rent ratio increasing from 18 per cent to a
projected 30 per cent), with obvious multi-
pliers. The Finance Minister also pointed to
the plan to bring down the deficit further to
4.5 per cent in FY26, and emphasised the
goal to bring sovereign debt on a declining
pathas a percentage of GDP. Amodest nom-
inal GDP growth and tax buoyancy also sug-
gest prudence, giving room for upside sur-
prises, and flexibility to deal with unknowns.

That said, is the consolidation envisaged
in the near- and medium-term enough?
Ultimately, what matters for macroeco-
nomic stability and growth are the overall
fiscal deficit and liabilities of the sovereign.
The budget aims for restraint on borrowings
of Central Public Sector Enterprises (flat at
1.1 per cent of GDP). Even excluding state
PSEs, for which we do not have reliable esti-
mates, the consolidated deficit is running at
8.8 per cent of GDP, and debt/GDP at 82 per
cent.In FY24, the Centre is estimated to have
spent close to 40 per cent of its revenues on
servicing its debt burden. Notably, interest
payments are budgeted at three-quarters of
the fiscal deficit, while the primary deficit
(deficitexcluding interest payments)is pro-
jected at only 1.4 per cent of GDP in FY25.
Deleveraging by the sovereign will be essen-
tial to convert the outlook upgrade by rat-
ing agencies into actual rating increase,
which is long overdue. The budget clearly
signals continued progress towards this goal.

The sustained push towards capital
spending indicates consistency. The encour-
agement through Rs 1.5 lakh crore for cap-
ital spending as a 50-year interest-free loan
is effectively a grant to states and should en-
able them to utilise these resources in crit-
ical areas like health and education. States,
however, had not used such additional re-
sources. Ironically, because states are un-
able to spend on capital outlays, it provides
fiscal room to the Centre. As the Economic
Survey correctly pointed out, the goal of
Viksit Bharat can be achieved only through
a collective compact, and states have to be
an integral part of it.

The budget emphasised agriculture and
MSMEs, sectors crucial foremploymentand
for the low- and middle-income popula-
tion. Apart fromincreased allocation to agri-
culture, the budget has focused on sustain-
ability, whether through the promotion of
pulses, climate-resilient varieties, or veg-

etable clusters. There was also a push for
branding and certification to promote nat-
ural farming. While we can address the is-
sue of value distribution through coopera-
tives, there is a need for value creation in
agriculture, which has been recognised. The
emphasis on safety and quality can be a
springboard for agri-exports which the
budget highlights. We know that only pro-
ductive firms or farms succeed in exports.
The mix of the push to productivity along
with credible systems for quality, safety and
health can be a major factor in scaling up
success in agriculture.

Exports are not necessarily about selling
to other countries — different states can ex-
port to each other, and there can be trade
based on comparative advantage. We need
to look at all possible trade links and the
whole matrix of trade costs and the budget
sends the right signals.

The Economic Survey 2023-24 indicated
increases indemand and approval of credit
guarantees under the CGTMSE scheme,
which features credit pooling for MSMEs.
The budget indicates further leveraging of
the digital footprint of MSMEs in the econ-
omy, and enhanced credit assessment to
help to cover enterprises without formal ac-
counting systems. Doubling Mudraloan lim-
itson the condition of successful repayment
of previous loans is also welcome.

Digitisation also extends toland, a nec-
essary area of reform for the China+1 goal.
Unique identification of rural and urban
land records is being introduced via the
unique land parcel identification number
(ULPIN), in addition to better map digitisa-
tion. This will allow for the quicker flow of
agricultural credit.

What does the budget do for India’s
commitment to the orderly transitionto a
Green Economy? The commitment to an
enabling mechanism will allow for greater
capital flows to climate adaptation and
mitigation practices.

Does the budget sufficiently address the
health and education sectors? The govern-
ment has made education and skilling for
employment a huge priority by allocating
Rs 1.48 lakh crore. There are provisions for
educational loans up to Rs 10 lakh for each
student pursuing higher educationinIndian
institutions. India with her glorious past can
be the university for the world, just as she
has been the pharmacy of the world. Despite
some encouraging steps, the overall budget
allocation for both health and education re-
mains minimal, and low by global standards.

Finally, the budget takes a step towards
reducing inter-state disparities by allocat-
ing resources for “Viksit Bihar”, the state with
the lowest per capita income. When India
gained independence, an explicit govern-
ment objective was to have amore egalitar-
ian society, coupled with the balanced de-
velopment of different regions. Active state
intervention was envisaged to reduce dis-
parities. The budget, through allocations for
the poorer states, moves the needle in the
right direction to fulfil this vision.

Overall, the budget strikes the right bal-
ance between responsible, inclusive, and
sustainable growth.

Mishrais former Chief of Systemic Issues
Division at the IMF and Professor of
Economics at Ashoka University. Mukherjee
and Nair are research associates at the
Observer Research Foundation

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TEST FOR DEMOCRATS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Biden
bows out’ (IE, July 23). Good sense even-
tually belatedly when President Biden
dropped out of the race for the upcoming
US election. Many Democrats quickly en-
dorsed current Vice President Kamala
Harris as the nominee for the presiden-
tial race. She is most eligible, consider-
ing her ability to connect with multiple
sections of society. Since only three more
months are left for campaigning, she has
to use her talent prudently to influence
the electorate. Hopefully, she will remain
balanced in her speeches including the
September 10 presidential debate, and
fight the good fight. This is an opportu-
nity for the United States to get its first
female black President.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Biden
bows out’ (IE, July 23). Biden’s move has
come alittle late,a mere four months be-
fore the decisive, presidential election.
For the Democrats, there are two options.
One, nominate Kamala Harris and make
herapossible scapegoatin Biden'’s stead
—given Trump’s post-shooting bravado
with the vivid image of a clenched fist.
Two, stage a grand debate where their
candidates battle over how they intend
to run the nation. The party convention
must set exemplary tenor and substance

by navigating through issues on hand
rather than throwing mud on a Teflon-
coated Trump, on whom nothing seems
to stick. The time available should be
used by the party to strengthen its re-
solve. Remember Trump carries heavy
baggage of his own.

R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

CLIMATE BLINKERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who’s the
greenest of all?’ (IE, July 23). The expo-
sition on Chapter 13 of the Economic
Survey, a special on Climate and Mission
LiFE — revealed the obduracy of the de-
veloped world in refusing to accept any
responsibility for the overexploitation
of natural resources in its capitalist
dream at the cost of serious climate
change proving to be an unmitigated
challenge for the world. The US and
other Western countries engrossed in
climate pledges put preconditions and
propose the New Collective Quantified
Goal (NCQG) contributions to be “vol-
untary” which reflects the mindset of
neo-colonialism towards the Global
South. Studies suggest that although the
Global Southis the least responsible for
emissions, most low-income countries
face the worst impacts. Climate change
is one of the legacies of colonialism and
requires decolonisation.

LR Murmu, New Delhi




UNION BUDGET 2024-25

MSMES

THE INDIAN EXPRESS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 24,2024

PUBLIC BANKS TO ASSESS CREDIT ELIGIBILITY; HARASSMENT WILL END: FISME

New credit rating mechanism for
smaller units; Mudra loan limit up

Mudra loan limit up to Rs 20L; new credit guarantee scheme for purchase of equipment without collateral

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
& AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman, in
her Budget speech Tuesday, proposed a new
assessment model for credit to Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) that re-
quires public sector banks (PSBs) to assess
credit eligibility themselves instead of rely-
ing on external assessment.

She also proposed to increase the limit of
Mudra loans from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 20 lakh
and introduce a credit guarantee scheme for
purchase of machinery and equipment with-
out collateral or third party guarantee.

“[PSBs] will also take a lead in develop-
ing or getting developed a new credit assess-
ment model, based on the scoring of digital
footprints of MSMEs in the economy. This is
expected to be a significant improvement
over the traditional assessment of credit el-
igibility based only on asset or turnover cri-
teria. That will also cover MSMEs without a
formal accounting system,” she said.

The credit guarantee scheme for pur-
chase of machinery and equipment without
collateral will operate on pooling of credit

risks of MSMEs seeking to
benefit from the scheme,
Sitharaman said. “A sepa-
rately constituted self fi-
nancing guarantee fund
will provide to each appli-
cant guarantee cover up to
100 crore rupees. While

EXPLAINED

to develop their own risk
assessment models was a
demand it had raised with
the Ministry of Finance.
“This will end the expenses
and harassment MSMEs
faced at the hands of rating
agencies,” it said.

the loan amount may be
larger, the borrower will
have to provide an upfront

BASED ON DIGITAL
FOOTPRINT

Sitharaman also in-
creased the turnover
threshold of buyers for

guarantee fee and an an- UNDER THE new mandatory onboarding on
nual guarantee fee on the assessment system, PSBs the TReDS platform from
reducing loan balance,” will have to assess credit Rs 500 crore to Rs 250

she said.
In a press release, the

based on MSMEs’ digital
footprint. It is expected

crore. TReDS is an online
platform that allows

Federation of Indian Micro tobe asignificant MSMEs to unlock working
Small &  Medium improvement over the capital by converting their
Enterprises (FISME) said: traditional system, trade receivables from
“Instead of going through based on asset or buyers into cash.

a complicated project as- turnover, and will also “This measure will
sessment process, busi- cover MSMEs thatdo bring 22 more CPSEs and
nesses can now seekloans not have a formal 7,000 more companies
under the scheme to buy accounting system. onto the platform.

machinery without any
collateral or third-party

guarantee. This will significantly boost tech-

nology upgradation.”

FISME added that the move to ask banks

AUTOMOBILE SECTOR INDICATORS

Medium enterprises will
also be included in the

scope of the suppliers,” Sitharaman said in
her speech.
Vinod Kumar, president of India SME
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Forum, said: “Doing away with external
credit ratings, the reduction of the turnover
threshold to enterprises with a turnover
over Rs 250 crore for mandatory onboard-
ing on the TReDS platform... will signifi-
cantly improve liquidity for smaller enter-
prises and unlock working capital more
efficiently.”

Sitharaman also announced that the loan
limit under PM Mudra Yojana will be en-
hanced toRs 20lakh from Rs 101lakh for those
entrepreneurs who have availed and suc-
cessfully repaid previous loans under the
‘Tarun’ category.

The flagship scheme of the MSME
Ministry was launched in 2015 to facilitate
easy collateral-free micro-credit to non-cor-
porate, non-farm small and micro-entrepre-
neurs for income-generating activities.

To further improve access to credit,
Sitharaman said SIDBI will open new
branches to serve all major MSME clusters
within 3 years, including 24 branches this
year, which will expand coverage to 168 out
of 242 major clusters.

Notably, the estimated budgetary alloca-
tion of Rs 22,138 crore to the MSME Ministry
for 2024-25 is the same as the revised esti-
mate for the previous financial year.

AP
il

Illustration: Bivash Barua
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“This Budget provides special
attention to MSMEs. We have

Sformulated a package for MSMEs
to help them compete globally”

WHAT STAKEHOLDERS SAID

“Budget 2024 looks to be the
Government’s continued and
focused commitment and support
with robust Central investments
for the infrastructure sector,
facilitating states’ investments for
the sector and providing Viable
Gap Funding for promoting private
investments in the sector for
overall strengthening of the
nation’s infrastructure. Overall, the
Budget is going to be a big booster
to facilitate India’s economic
growth; roads and highways
sector, being the prominent infra
sector, is expected to get much-
needed impetus through adequate
fund allocations.

VIRENDRA D MHAISKAR,
CMD, IRBINFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPERSLTD

This is a bold Budget by the
Government, keeping in view
longer-term fiscal prudence. With
no easy giveaways, it focuses on a
longer, more sustainable path of
job creation through
manufacturing in the country and
astrengthened role of the MSMEs.
Skilling the youth, formalising job
creation, continued infrastructure
spending, and urban development,
along with the climate of
enhanced local capex spending
will encourage the private sector to
joinin... The key to unlocking the
full potential will be execution on
the ground and simplification of a
plethora of taxes and compliances,
as promised.

SANJAY NAYAR,
PRESIDENT, ASSOCHAM

Budget will play a key role
in creating jobs: Mandaviya

New Delhi: Union Labour and Employment
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Tuesday
said that the announcements for jobs in the
Union Budget will play a crucial role in creat-
ing more employment opportunities for
youth, skilling the labour force and facilitat-
ing ease of doing business.

The initiatives, such as the employment
linked incentive schemes and substantial in-
vestments in education and skilling, are de-
signed to generate numerous job opportu-
nities across various sectors, an official
statement quoted him as saying,.

By incentivising first-time employees and
supporting both employees and employers,

the government aims to integrate more in-
dividuals into the formal workforce, he said.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Tuesday announced three employment-
linked incentive (ELI) schemes for two years
and an internship programme in partnership
with India Inc for five years, in a bid to push
employment in manufacturing and job cre-
ation in formal sectors of the economy.
With only eight months remaining in the
ongoing financial year, the schemes have
been allocated Rs 12,000 crore for this year,
out of which Rs 10,000 crore has been allo-
cated to the Ministry of Labour and
Employment for the three ELI schemes. ENS
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New credit reliet system for stressed
MSMEs: ‘haltway house’, says FISME

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman
on Tuesday announced a new mechanism
for facilitating continuation of bank credit
to MSMESs with stressed loan accounts un-
der the special mention account category.
The proposed mechanism s likely to bring
relief to stressed MSMEs that have faced
difficulty in utilising existing credit lines
to pay dues.

“While being in the ‘special mention
account’ (SMA) stage for reasons beyond
their control, MSMEs need credit to con-
tinue their business and to avoid getting
into the NPA stage. Credit availability will
be supported through a guarantee from a
government promoted fund,” Sitharaman
said.

In a press release, the Federation of
Indian Micro Small & Medium Enterprises
(FISME) said members have welcomed the
announcement of a fund to help stressed

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

MSME:s red-flagged under the SMA cate-
gory. “However, they termed the measure
a ‘halfway house’ as the major issue of a
lack of empowered officials at branch lev-
els remains unaddressed,” it said.

Before a loan account turns into NPA
(non-performing asset), banks are re-
quired to identify incipient stress in the ac-
count by creating a sub-asset category
called special mention accounts. An ac-
count is transferred to this category once
the earliest signs of sickness or irregulari-
ties in loan repayment are identified.

There are three types of SMAs:

SMA-0(when principal or interest pay-
ment is not overdue for more than 30 days
but account is showing signs of incipient
stress); SMA-1 (when principal or interest
payment is overdue between 31-60 days);
and SMA-2 (when principal or interest
payment is overdue between 61-90 days).

Classification under SMA can trigger
penal actions, impact credit score, and
even restrict access to credit.

In the recent past, MSMEs have com-

plained that the current SMA classifica-
tions, instead of supporting businesses, ef-
fectively restrict them from accessing
credit at crucial times. They argue that the
moment an MSME loan account is classi-
fied as SMA-0, the banker will single it out
and block access to credit.

In the weeks leading up to the Budget,
associations representing MSMEs met
with officials from the Ministry of Finance
and Reserve Bank of India to extend the
threshold period for stressed loan ac-
counts under the SMA-2 category to 180
days from 90 days currently as it can take
up to 200 days for an MSME to get paid by
buyers. They argued that the current time-
line pushes stressed MSMEs towards de-
fault.

As per industry data compiled by India
SME Forum, the gross NPA in the MSME
sector stood at 4.4 per cent in March 2024,
compared to 6.8 per cent in March 2023.
Sectoral experts have argued that inci-
dence of NPA has grown in recent years,
especially after the Covid pandemic.
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When I say I'll review the
income tax... there’s a lot that

needs simplification. We'll

work towards it. So you don’t

need to read such a big book

on income tax, it'll just be a

simple form. Even the

follow-up should be simple

If we have to summarise the entire
Budget, it promises employment. What
are your thoughts behind focusing so
much on employment?

Today, Indian youths are working in great
places worldwide. Employers trust them
when it comes to talent. But the opportuni-
ties for them in India are not adequate.
Therefore, through the government, we
launched these five schemes. We will spend
more than 2 lakh crore in this regard, bene-
fiting 4.1 crore youths. Some youths reap
benefits through these schemes in the form
of their first jobs, some in terms of getting
better employment. In both these situations,
we are also providing benefits to the employ-
ers so that they make the effort to hire these
youths and retain them for at least two years.
In the last 15-20 years, there has been not
enough investment in state-controlled
Industrial training institutes (ITIs) for teach-
ing material, machines and equipment for
hands-on training. There’s a demand for
Industry 4.0, which means thatevenif anin-
vestment was made then, the requirements
today are different. We will buy Industry 4.0-
ready equipment for the ITIs with the help
of the private sector. The Central govern-
ment, in partnership with the private sector,
will hire good trainers for the ITIs. Close to 1
crore youths will directly benefit (from these
efforts) because the Government of India will
directly talk to the top 500 companies, which
will join this initiative through their CSR ef-
forts. These companies can provide trainers
in ITIs and give exposure to these youths on
their company floor through year-long
hands-on learning internships. If one of these
companies is on their CVs, their value in the
job market will increase, giving rise to the
readiness of employers to hire them.
Through these five schemes, we have created
training modules for youths on every level.
With the Prime Minister’s focus, these
schemes have been tailor-made.

You've provided 31.52 lakh crore for the
agriculture sector and ¥2.66 lakh crore
for rural development. How does this
meet the goal of making agriculture an
engine for growth?

See, one thing I want to dispel. When we
say these kinds of amounts, people don’t re-
alise these are other than what are running
as schemes. (People say) the Finance Minister
has not mentioned MGNREGA. It doesn’t
mean that I'm going to stop MGNREGA to run
this. They are on-demand programmes
which keep going, for which I've made pro-
vision.I have not mentioned itin the speech,
but it is in my records. It’s in the Budget. So
this misconceived notion that if it doesn’t ap-
pear in the speech, it’s not there at all is
wrong. I want to make that clear. Inputs wor-
thy for farmers to toil in the soil are very im-
portant. So it’s one thing you give MSPs, it's
one thing you give PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi,
all that will go on. But farmers today require
high-quality seeds and better inputs,and we
need good research for that. | made one an-
nouncement also in this Budget: 109 vari-
eties of climate-resilient seeds, both for field
crops and horticulture. Most of our farmers
today buy seeds that can’t take this extreme
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It’s one thing you give MSPs,
PM-Kisan... But farmers today
require high-quality seeds

and better inputs, and we

need good research. I

announced 109 varieties of

climate-resilient seeds, both

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

‘Opportunities not adequate, job
schemes to benefit 4.1 cr youth’

‘The way in which we have decided to spend money in building capacities, in making sure youth get
trained properly to get into good quality jobs... all this will generate economic activity’

heat, sudden flooding and scarcity of irriga-
ble water. Indian agriculture scientists have
come up with these 109 resilient varieties,
which I'm sure will soon be launched. We
will be taking it down to the farmers so that
they can benefit. We are looking at giving in-
put support. More than 50 per cent cost
should be met by the amounts that we give
them. Rural development is looking at not
just PM Gram Sadak Yojana or PM Awas
Yojana, where big amounts are going. Three
crore new homes, 25,000 new Gram
Panchayats will get road network. We are
looking at actually hard infrastructure in the
rural areas. Whether you're having silos for
the storage of grains, three-phase power go-
ing there with smart meters and making sure
that 5G connectivity reaches them because
today e-commerce for agriculture, MSMEs
and meeting the global markets is a require-
ment in the villages.

Canyou clarify if older schemes like
MGNREGA, Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana and PM-Kisan will continue?
Absolutely. In my speech, which was one
and a half hours long, how many subjects will
Ibe able to cover? Several states complained
that I did not talk about them in my speech.
This does not mean that no money will go
into that state. Every scheme is functioning

in that state. Apart from these schemes, even
those projects that are being carried out in
those states with the help of the help of the
World Bank and the Asian Development
Bank will continue. In the last 70 years, the
country did not think of Maharashtra. It will
soon get the Vadhavan Port, the country’s
largest, which will draw some of the best
large vessels to Indian shores. Our Cabinet
has approved X76,000 crore for that project.
But was it mentioned in the Budget? [ want
to clarify that existing schemes will continue.

You did mention projects for Bihar and
allocation for Andhra Pradesh. Are you
sending out a special message here?

No, first of all, the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act required all this tobe done
anyway. In the ten full years since the AP
Reorganisation Act came into being — the two
states were bifurcated — we have been giving
money for the backward districts programme,
taking some of the primary institutions — Al-
IMS, IIT, IlIT — (to the state). So there are certain
projects which are getting staggered.
Polavaram is one of the biggest national irriga-
tion projects with adam, storage capacity be-
ing immense, Godavari waters being kept
there, and from there irrigation going into the
fields. This is a national project, we will cer-
tainly support it, and that is what [ have em-

phasised. Similar is the backward region de-
velopmentin Andhra Pradesh — Rayalaseema
and north coastal Andhra Pradesh — are all
part of that. We are only definitely assuring
the newly elected government in Andhra
Pradesh that we are with them.

We will stand by them, we will ensure
those promises which are given in the AP
Reorganisation Act will be fulfilled.

You announced projects worth 347,000
crore for Bihar in a speech. Can you talk
aboutit?

Every year, north Bihar goes through loss
due to floods. It makes you feel sorry. If you
analyse this, it is not Bihar’s fault; the rivers
are coming from Nepal. We have been talk-
ing to the Nepal government for years. It is
nobody’s fault. But there has been a delay.
Till the matter is resolved, will Bihar get some
relief or not? Therefore, we launched the
Kosi-Mechi project. We are trying to divert
the scattered water forirrigation so that Bihar
does not suffer due to floods.

How will these e-commerce hubs that
are being set up with the public-private
partnership work and how will the
benefiting MSMEs reach the
international markets?

The e-commerce hubs, we announced it

for the MSMEs. You look at the example of
what this open network for digital com-
merce (ONDC) is doing. It’s actually given at
the cost of the government, meaning they
don’t have to pay any charge for it, access for
MSME:s to reach the global markets. ONDC
has proven a very powerful catalyst. Now
when you form e-commerce hubs, you are
making sure because of these digital assets
that we have, and MSME:s in particular can
benefit from, it’s like creating a special eco-
nomic zone, somewhat.

In the new tax regime, you had kept no
tax tillX7 lakh. Under the new slab,
what’s the motive? You said you'll
review the Income Tax act in the next six
months. Are we going towards a direct
tax code?

Yes. We are moving toward it to simplify
it. Why was the new tax regime needed?
Instead of filling forms in the same system
with a hassle, whether you need an exemp-
tion or not, come into this system. Rate is less
too. If you don’t need exemptions, you're get-
ting a better rate here.

Secondly, after the scheme’s launch, peo-
ple said to give the minimum possible stan-
dard deduction. We took it till 350,000. This
time, that has been raised toX75,000. So that
people have money left in their hand.

for field crops and horticulture

Apart from this, even in the rate, we've
simplified and reduced. So the middle class
getsreliefinincome tax, and we’re moving to
have more money in their hands. This time,
with the tax rates and standard deduction,
it’s relief for the middle class.

When Isay I'll review the income tax... |
gave the example of the old and new regime,
but there’s a lot else that needs simplifica-
tion. We'll work towards it. So you don’t need
to read such a big book on the income tax,
it'll just be a simple form and you can file
taxes. Even the follow-up should be simple...

And your overall tax proposals, you talk
about a revenue foregone of about
X7,000 crore. So is this a shortfall, or do
you hope to make this up because we are
having growth and tax GDP ratio is going
to improve?

Yes, because the way in which we have
decided to spend money in building capaci-
ties, in making sure there are more efficien-
cies brought, productivity increase, and mak-
ing sure youth get trained properly to getinto
good quality jobs... all this will generate eco-
nomic activity which will give me that com-
fort to make up for revenue foregone. Which
netout, I read it out today, thatX7,000,38,000
crore we can, we hope. Because the ways in
which we are bringing in factors for produc-
tivity gains will help us.

And other than that, of course, we also
make sure that the tax net is widened...

How will the youth benefit from the
schemes announced in the Budget?

..Joday, forinstance, in scheme one, if you
recruit a new fresh employee, the govern-
ment will give 315,000 as one month’s wage,
which will be spread in three instalments. In
this, the employer also receives because he’ll
register himas an EPFO employee. Thisis one
scheme. Here, the employee and employer
getincentive.

The second scheme looks at employees
which are first time, and also for somebody
else who can get into the job, for him we give
allowances for both employee and employer.
In this, if the employer doesn’t retain him for
two years, and removes him within a year,
let’s say, every incentive given to the em-
ployer will have to be refunded or paid back.

We are making sure that under each
scheme, there are more and more new people
comingin, freshappointments happening, com-
panies will be incentivised to grow. Suppose
you're already running a company of 100, and
you can get 50 more, you get the incentive.

Its your seventh budget. What
framework do you see for the economy?
Like our president said, our budget has a
futuristic vision. Technology has been in-
cluded. Training our youth for Industry 4.0 is
not because we don’t have jobs or something
like that. Train youths in such a way that
they're job-ready. We’ve got a cruise to India.
[t will increase employment, tourists, there’ll
be hotels in each centre, people who work
there will increase, opportunities for handi-
craft will increase.
EDITED EXCERPTS FROM
ANINTERVIEW GIVENTODD

Budget brings new energy & opportunities, will create more jobs, empower all: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

HAILING THE Union Budget 2024 as one
that would “empower every section of so-
ciety”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday said it will usher in better growth
and development.

“Today’s Budget brings with it new en-
ergy and opportunities. It will bring better
growth and a bright future. It will be a cat-
alyst for India becoming the third largest
economy and a developed nation,” Modi
the Prime Minister said in an address after
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman pre-
sented the Budget.

Modi said the Budget will help in job cre-
ation and uplift the poor. “The government
has announced an employment-linked in-

centive scheme in this Budget. Through it,
crores of new jobs will be created. Under this
scheme, our government will give the first
salary of ayouth who gets the first job in life,”
he said. “With 1 crore internships for the
youth, sons and daughters of poor and rural
families will work in top companies. New
doors of possibilities will open for them.”
Focusing on steps taken for MSMEs and
employment generation for the disadvan-
taged, the Prime Minister said, “We have to
create entrepreneurs in every city, village
and home. For this, the limit of Mudra loan
has without guarantee been increased from
10 lakh to %20 lakh. This will help gener-
ate self-employment for women, Dalit,
Adivasi and backward households.”
“Together, we will make India a global
manufacturing hub. The MSME sector is as-
sociated with the middle class. Its owners

PM Narendra Modi speaks on the Budget on Tuesday. PTI

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

are middle class and it gives a lot of employ-
ment to the poor. Empowering MSMEs is
an important step. This Budget has an-
nounced a new scheme to increase ease of
credit for MSMEs.”

“Itis a Budget that will take villagers, the
poor and farmers on the path of prosperity.
In the last 10 years, 25 crore people have
come out of poverty. This Budget is a Budget
for constant empowerment of the new
middle class that has been created. It will
give countless new opportunities to the
youth. It will provide a new scale to educa-
tion and skill. It will give a new strength to
the middle class,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister also said that “farm-
ersare a big focus of this Budget”. “After the
biggest storage scheme of the world, we are
going to create vegetable production clus-
ters. Small farmers will access new markets;

for the middle class, there will be higher pro-
duction of food and vegetables,” he said.
“There have been announcements to
end poverty and empower the poor. Three
crore new houses for the poor will be con-
structed. Jan Jatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan will
join 5 crore tribal families with basic serv-
ices. Gram Sadak Yojana will connect 25,000
new rural areas with all-weather roads.”
Touching upon other aspects of the
Budget, Modi said, “E-commerce, export
hubs, 100 units for food quality testing —
these will help the campaign for one district,
one product. For our startups and innovation
ecosystem, this Budget has brought many
new opportunities. To give a boost to the
space economy, there will be a fund of 31,000
crore. Many decisions like the one to do away
with angel tax have been taken. It will be a
driving force of a high capex economy.”
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THE UNION Budget for 2024-25 — Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman'’s seventh in a
row and the twelfth Budget of the Narendra
Modi government — departs significantly
from all previous Budgets presented by this
government in its approach towards man-
aging India’s economy.

Budgets serve two essential purposes.

They provide details about a govern-
ment’s finances, how much the government
earned, how muchit spent,and how muchit
borrowed during the past financial year,and
what its projections are on all these three
counts for the next financial year.

Too much borrowing by the government
(technically referred to as the fiscal deficit)
adds to the overall burden of the country’s
debt, which has to be paid by taxpayers —
present or future. Prudential norms suggest
that the government should always look to
reduce deficits and spend in such a manner
that overall debt — as a proportion of the
country’s total economic output or GDP —
keeps coming down.

But budgets are also the most important
instrument in the hands of the government
to manage India’s economy. Whom does the
government tax and how much, where does
it spend and how much — such questions
qualitatively shape the fortunes of millions
of businesses and billions of people across
the various sectors of the economy.

Approach since 2014...

Prime Minister Modi’s first two terms
were unique in one very crucial respect:
these were the only two governments since
the beginning of economic reforms in the
1990s in which a single political party en-
joyed a majority in Lok Sabha.

This situation allowed the BJP to boldly
follow its economic philosophy for India’s
growth. Until then, ruling coalitions often
pulled in different directions — a situation
that is captured well by the former Deputy
Chairman of Planning Commission Montek
Singh Ahluwalia’s observation that India had
“a strong consensus for weak reforms”.

To be sure, Prime Minister Modi came to
power with a bold declaration: “Minimum
government, maximum governance”. He ap-
peared to believe that the Indian government
should move out of the way and allow the
private sector take the lead in the economy.

This meant that both in terms of the things
thatitdid and the people thatitemployed, the
government would shrink in size — even
though the necessary governance thata mod-
ern economy requires would be protected.

In this philosophy, government revenues
would go up not because the government

(]
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“Effective implementation of
several of these reforms requires
collaboration between Centre and
the states, building consensus...”

Making sense of the Budget

India’s broader economy has not been doing as well as the GDP growth numbers suggest, and
the Lok Sabha election result has conveyed to the government that there is a political cost to
denial. Major proposals indicate an attempt at course-correction

would raise tax rates, but because it would
reduces tax rates while widening the tax
base and encouraging compliance.

Another necessary corollary would be
strict adherence to prudential fiscal norms
— driven by the understanding that if the
government borrows less money from the
market, it would leave more for the private
sector to borrow (and presumably at lower
interest rates) for their expansion needs.

While the government spends more and
more on building essential infrastructure
(technically called capital expenditure), the
bustling private sector would provide jobs to
the millions entering the Indian labour mar-
ket each year.

More formalisation and digitalisation
would allow the government to efficiently
monitor the economy, raise resources with-
out getting entangled in the inefficiencies
that are typical of the public sector, and the
rent-seeking and red-tape that are often a
defining feature of large bureaucracies.

...had limited success

For the past 10 years, expectations have
been running high that India would finally
usher in the so-called second generation re-
forms — pending on the agenda since the first
generation of reforms that began in 1991,
opening up the Indian economy to global
competition, and liberalising it internally by
removing the dreaded licence-permit rajand
inspector raj.

That did not happen — however, the past
decade has, indeed, witnessed several big re-
forms that had been left on the table by pre-
vious coalition governments. These included
the restructuring of India’s indirect taxes
(called the Goods and Services Tax), the bol-
stering of the insolvency architecture (now
called the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code)
and amassive push towards digitalisation and
the financial inclusion of millions of Indians.

Perhaps the biggest bet taken by the gov-
ernment was the historic cut in the corpo-
rate tax rate that was announced in late 2019.
This was in line with the broader philosophy
espoused by the government — that lower
taxes would encourage businesses to make
fresh investments, which would create lots of
jobs and which would, in turn, bring all

round prosperity.

But as many have pointed out, the deci-
sion was poorly timed. India’s economy had
started to lose momentum from 2017 on-
ward. In 2019-20, the GDP grew at less than
4%. All the data pointed to an alarming rise
in unemployment and an all-round stagna-
tion in incomes, which together started to
take a toll on overall consumption levels in
the economy.

And then came the

egy it had laid out. Finance Minister
Sitharaman compared India’s corporate sec-
tor to Lord Hanuman in an episode of the
Ramayana where He had forgotten about His
ability to fly.

Then came the results of the Lok Sabha
election. Contrary to expectations of the BJP
retaining, if not improving upon, its 2019 tally
of 303 in Lok Sabha, the election stripped the
party of the majority it enjoyed in the House.
The result in UP, which

Covid-19 pandemic that de-

sends the most members to

stroyed incomes and ate Finance Minister Lok Sabha, was a serious
into people’s savings. Nirmala Sitharaman  setback.

Low levels of consump- The proposals in the
tion since — including a K- started her ],Budg?t Union Budget should be
shaped recoverywherethe ~ SPeechbydelineating  yiewed in this background:
rich recovered much faster nine top priorities, the broader economy has-
out of the pandemic than Agriculture n'tbeendoing as well as the
the majority of Indians — ’ GDP growth numbers sug-
led to an unravelling of the employment, and gest, and the government
government'sgrowthstrat-  gkjlling topped the list has probably learnt that
egy. Most Indian businesses there can be a political cost
simply pocketed the corpo- NN (0 denial.

rate tax breaks instead of

creating fresh and additional capacity be-
cause they did not see the business case for
doing so.

The 2024 election

Up until the time the Interim Budget was
presented on February 1 this year and per-
haps ever later, the government in its state-
ments and decisions appeared to be in de-
nial about the broader economic distress in
the country.

At the same time, it questioned the pri-
vate sector for not responding to the strat-

Course-correction

A COALITION BUDGET: Crucial NDA
coalition partners in Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh, Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) and N
Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP respectively, have
had several proposals directed the way of
their states. Bihar will get several road con-
nectivity projects such as the Patna-Purnea
and Buxar-Bhagalpur Expressways, and a
bridge over the Ganga, flood control struc-
tures, and a new power plantin Pirpainti. The
Finance Minister has announced that “new
airports, medical colleges and sports infra-
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structure” will also be constructed in Bihar.

The FM'’s plan for the all-round develop-
ment of the eastern regions of the country
(called Purvodaya), will cover both Bihar and
Andhra Pradesh, apart from Odisha (where
the BJP has just won the state Assembly elec-
tions) and Jharkhand.

Andhra Pradesh will get funds for pro-
moting industrial development and essen-
tial infrastructure such as water, power, rail-
ways and roads.

RECOGNITION OF AGRARIAN &
RURAL DISTRESS: One of the oldest prom-
ises of the Modi government has been the
doubling of farmer incomes. However, in-
come growth has been disappointing, and
farmers have seen repeated instances where
either the prices of their produce were too
low to be remunerative, or when policy
measures stopped them from benefiting
from higher prices.

One of the biggest policy flashpoints in
the previous term (2019-24) was the three
farm laws that aimed at modernising Indian
agriculture. They were bitterly opposed,
leading to their repeal.

The FM started her Budget speech by de-
lineating nine top priorities, and agriculture
topped the list. The Budget has promised to
transform farm research, new missions
aimed at boosting the output of pulses and
oilseeds (which Indiaimports inlarge quan-
tities), and promoting natural farming.

FOCUS ON JOBS & SKILLS: In its previous
term, the government had introduced a
Production-linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme. The
government would provide companies a sub-
sidy that was linked to levels of production.
Critics had pointed out thatina labour-surplus
country, providing PLI was sub-optimal since
itwas possible for companies to replace labour
with machinery and collect the subsidy.

PLI did little to boost job creation. Former
RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan had pointed
out that taxpayers have to shell out Rs 3.2 crore
per job created at the proposed Micron semi-
conductor plantin Gujarat. Other economists
have pointed out that previous Budgets did
little to promote labour-intensive industries
such as textiles and leather products.

This Budget’s second biggest priority is
Employment and Skilling. Within this, too,

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

the first measure is a bunch of three schemes
that follow “Employment-linked Incentive”.
In essence, these schemes will witness gov-
ernment providing financial assistance to
first-time employees and their employers. It
is a shift from PLI to ELI

Apart from unemployment — which rises
with educational attainment — unemploy-
ability is an acute problem. While unemploy-
ability is not new, the sheer scale of the prob-
lem with the rise in the youth population is
daunting. The Budget rededicates to skilling:
“20 lakh youth will be skilled over a 5-year
period,” the FM said.

BIG IMPORTANCE OF SMALL BUSI-
NESSES: Between sudden unexpected
shocks such as demonetisation and the pan-
demic-induced lockdowns to structural pol-
icy changes such as the introduction of GST
and digitalisation, India’s small businesses
(technically called the Medium Small and
Micro Enterprises or MSMEs) have taken a
financial battering.

These small businesses serve a great pur-
pose — they contribute about 45% of manu-
facturing output, more than 40% of exports,
and more than 28% of the GDP while em-
ploying more than 11 crore people, often far
from the big cities. Yet most of the policy de-
cisions and focus — such as the corporate tax
cut — continued to focus on big businesses.

The fourth top priority in the Budget is
“Manufacturing and Services”, but what is
crucial to note is that all the initiatives under
this head pertain to alleviating the stress in
the MSME sector. “This Budget provides spe-
cial attention to MSMEs and manufacturing,
particularly labour-intensive manufactur-
ing,” the FM said.

RECOGNISING THE CENTRECAN'TDO
IT ALONE: Over-centralisation in policymak-
ing can undo even the best of policies when
it comes to implementation since all imple-
mentation happens at the state level. The
Centre having done ts bit in terms of policy —
be it the push towards capital expenditure or
the cutin corporate tax rate or initiatives such
as PLI — the Budget speech showed accept-
ance that genuine change requires working
along with states as partners instead of polit-
ical opponents. Across initiatives, the FM re-
iterated the need to work with the states.

While talking about second generation
reforms (such as those relating to land and
labour), the FM said: “Effective implemen-
tation of several of these reforms requires
collaboration between the Centre and the
states and building consensus, as develop-
ment of the country lies in development of
the states. For promoting competitive feder-
alism and incentivising states for faster im-
plementation of reforms, I propose to ear-
mark a significant part of the 50-year
interest-free loan.”

Similarly, while talking about industrial
parks, the FM said: “Our government will fa-
cilitate development of investment-ready
‘plug and play’ industrial parks with com-
plete infrastructure in or near 100 cities, in
partnership with the states and private sec-
tor, by better using town planning schemes.”

The Budget upshot

Both in its priorities and in its approach,
the Budget signals that the policy tools
adopted during the time of the BJP’s single-
party majority are no longer the primary in-
struments. The first Budget of Modi 3.0 recog-
nises that despite several big policy reforms
and decisions, and notwithstanding encour-
aging growth rates of GDP, there is consider-
able economic distress in the country.

The recognition of distress is the first step
towards finding solutions. Sitharaman has
stated that the government will come out
with an economic policy framework which
will “delineate the overarching approach to
economic development and set the scope of
the next generation of reforms for facilitat-
ing employment opportunities and sustain-
ing high growth.”
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Former Pakistan PM
Imran Khan. File

PAKISTAN

Imran, wife move
court for better
jailamenities

Islamabad: Jailed Pakistan
prime minister has
moved a top court here to
get jail amenities in line
with international stan-
dards for him and his wife,
according to a media re-
port on Tuesday. Geo
News reported that Khan
and Bushra Bibi filed the
petition at Islamabad
High Court on Monday to
seek “high-quality facili-
ties” at Rawalpindi's
Adiala Jail where they are
lodged. The plea also re-
quested that a complete
list of those persons who
wanted to meet the jailed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder at the
Rawalpindi jail should be
summoned, as well as a

report on the duration of
their meetings. PTI
THAILAND
Marijuanato be
legalised for
medical use

Bangkok: Thailand will
work towards legislating
marijuana for medical use,
a deputy prime minister
said Tuesday, signalling a
U-turn on plans to re-
criminalise the plant and
another change in the gov-
ernment's hazy position
on cannabis. Deputy pre-
mier Anutin Charnvirakul,
whose party was instru-
mental in pushing for
marijuana liberalisation,
said Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin had now
agreed thatlegislation was
the appropriate step
to take.” REUTERS

SOUTH AFRICA
Presidentsigns
1stbroad climate
changeAct

Johannesburg:  South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has signed
into law a broad climate
change act that will set
caps forlarge emittersand
require every town and
city to publish an adapta-
tion plan. The Climate
Change Bill aims to enable
South Africa to meet its
emissions reduction com-
mitments under the Paris
climate agreement, the
presidency said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. South
Africa, which is the
world's most carbon-in-
tensive major economy
and among the top 15
greenhouse gas emitters,
is on track to miss those
targets because of to its
heavy reliance on coal for
electricity. REUTERS

FRANCE HOSTS WORLD’S LARGEST SPORTING EVENT AMID HEIGHTENED SECURITY FEARS, POLITICAL TURMOIL

19 THE WORLD
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BiD To BuiLD CONSENSUS ON TAXATION OF WEALTH FAILS
BrAziL PLAN TO TAX SUPER-RICH OFF G20 TABLE

An agreement on Brazil’s proposal to tax the super-rich remains off the table as officials from the
Group of Twenty (G20) countries meet in Rio de Janeiro this week, German sources said on Tuesday.
Brazil is aiming to build international consensus on the taxation of wealth this year, and was pushing

for ajoint declaration at the meeting of G20 finance ministers and central bankers.

RUNNING MATE TO BE PICKED BY AUG 7; BIDEN SET TO ADDRESS NATION

Harris close to clinching ticket with
Democratic delegates’ endorsements

Outlines plans to attack Trump, refers to her past of pursuing ‘predators’, ‘fraudsters’

N U

REUTERS
JULY 23

VICE PRESIDENT Kamala Harris
will campaign in the critical bat-
tleground state of Wisconsinon
Tuesday for the first time as a
presidential candidate after
enough Democratic delegates
pledged to endorse her, clearing
her path to the nomination.

Less than 36 hours after
President Joe Biden endorsed
Harris, she secured the nomina-
tion on Monday night by winning
the pledged support of a majority
of the party's delegates, the cam-
paign said. Meanwhile, President
JoeBiden said he will give a prime-
time televised address on
Wednesday night about his deci-
sion to drop out of the 2024 pres-
idential race.

An unofficial survey of dele-
gates by the AP showed Harris
with more than 2,500 delegates,
well over the 1,976 needed to
win a vote in the coming weeks.

The Wisconsin trip offers an
opportunity for her to reset the
Democrat campaign and make
the case that sheis best positioned
to beat Trump. She offered a sense
of how she plans to attack Trump,
referring to her past of pursuing
“predators” and “fraudsters”.

Democratic National
Committee chair Jaime Harrison
said the party had to move quickly
to get the ticket on ballotsinall 50
states, and that the vice presiden-
tial pick needed to be made by
August 7. Potential running mates
include Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear, North Carolina Governor
Roy Cooper, Arizona Senator Mark
Kelly, Pennsylvania Governor Josh
Shapiro, Illinois Governor ].B.
Pritzker, and Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whitmer, say people fa-
miliar with policy discussions.

Kamala Harris speaks at her campaign headquarters in Wilmington on Monday. AP

AFTER FACING BIPARTISAN CONDEMNATION

Secret Service chief quits over Trump shooting

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JULY 23

US SECRET Service Director
Kimberly Cheatle resigned on
Tuesday after the agency came
under harsh scrutiny for its fail-
ure to stop a would-be assassin
from wounding former
President Donald Trump during
a campaign rally, according to
media reports.

The agency did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment. The Secret Service,
which s responsible for the pro-
tection of current and former US

Bangladesh to formally
accept court ruling on
quotas after protests

REUTERS
DHAKA, JULY 23

BANGLADESH IS expected on
Tuesday to formally accepta court
ruling to cut most government job
quotas, meeting a key demand of
students whose protests have
sparked one of the deadliest out-
breaks of violence in years.

There was no fresh trouble for
a second straight day in Dhaka
and most major cities but the
army chief said security had still
notbeen entirely restored after he
surveyed the capital city by heli-
copter.The government shut mo-
bile internet services, imposed a
curfew and deployed the army
from Saturday at midnight to con-
tain clashes between protesters
and security forces that spread
across the country.

Almost 150 people have been
killed in the protests with more
than 1,600 arrested.

Students were furious be-
cause quotas left less than half of
state jobs open to merit amid an
unemployment crisis, particu-
larly in the private sector, mak-
ing government sector jobs with

amid heightened security fears.

Police inspect people amid a
curfew in Dhaka, Tuesday. AP

their regular wage hikes and
perks especially prized.
Protesters on Sunday gave the
government 48 hours to meet
eight new demands, such as a
public apology from Hasina and
the reopening of university cam-
puses shut when the violence be-
gan, but did not say what would
happenif the deadline wasn't met.
Hasina told business leaders
in Dhaka on Monday that her po-
litical opponents were responsi-
ble for the violence, and that the
curfewwould be lifted “whenever
the situation gets better”. The
main opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)denied in-
volvement in the violence.

peared to suggest he was unlikely

Secret Service chief Kimberly
Cheatle at the Capitol Hill for
a hearing on Monday. Reuters

presidents, faces a crisis after a
gunman fired on Trump from a
roof overlooking the rally in
Butler, Pennsylvania on July 13.

Cheatle faced bipartisan con-
demnation when she appeared
before the House of
Representatives Oversight
Committee Monday, declining to
answer questions from frus-
trated lawmakers about the se-
curity plan for the rally and how
law enforcement responded to
the suspicious behavior of the
gunman.

Cheatle, who has led the
agency since 2022, told lawmak-
ers she took responsibility for the

‘Prosecutor
versus felon’
® theme

EXPLAINED

THE PROSECUTOR-VER-
SUS-FELON approach
may appeal to undecided
voters who had been
sour on both Trump and
Biden. It may also goad
Trump into using the
language he has used
against other Black fe-
male prosecutors, whom
he has called “racist” and
attacked in personal
terms. Facing a Black op-
ponent could also scram-
ble Trump’s attempt to
win over Black and
Latino men without col-
lege degrees, who have
been more receptive to
him than any Republican
in modern history.

shooting, calling it the largest
failure by the Secret Service since
then-President Ronald Reagan
was shot in 1981.

The Secret Service faces in-
vestigations from multiple con-
gressional committees and the
internal watchdog of the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security, its parent organization,
over its performance. President
Joe Biden has also called for an
independent review.

The rooftop was declared
outside the Secret Service secu-
rity perimeter for the event, a de-
cision criticized by former agents
and lawmakers.

Russian MPs seek punishment for
troops using smartphones amid war

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JULY 23

RUSSIA'S LOWER house of par-
liament, the Duma, has pro-
posed disciplinary detention for
up to 10 days for troops using de-
vices with camera and geoloca-
tion functions in combat zones
such as Ukraine, Russia's TASS
state news agency reported.
Mobile phones have been
used by both sides to identify tar-
gets in the Ukraine war, both by
tracking signal locations and by

Russian soldiers at an
undisclosed location. AP

accessing the photographs or
messages posted, according to
Russian and Western officials.

According to a draft law sup-
ported by the State Duma Defence
Committee, the use of electronic
devices meant for "household
purposes” and which allow for
filming, audio recording and
transmission of geodata while in
the combat zone in Ukraine, will
be classified as gross disciplinary
offence, TASS reported.

The bill would allow com-
manders of military units to de-
cide on the imposition of discipli-
nary arrest fora period of up to 10
days for one gross disciplinary of-
fence, TASS reported.

Founder of South Korean tech giant
held over K-Pop stock manipulation

THENEW YORK TIMES
SEOUL, JULY 23

THE BILLIONAIRE founder of the
South Korean technology giant
Kakao, Kim Beom-su, was ar-
rested on Tuesday over allega-
tions of stock price manipulation
related to the company’s invest-
ment in one of the country’s
largest K-pop agencies.

A high-profile bidding war
broke out over the agency, SM

Entertainment, early last year.
Prosecutors accused Kakao of
manipulating SM
Entertainment’s stock price to
block Hybe, the company behind
BTS, from acquiring the agency.

Kakao ultimately acquired a
major stake in SM Entertainment,
in a move intended to help it ex-
pand abroad by establishing a
foothold in K-pop.

The Seoul Southern District
Court confirmed that Kim had
been arrested Tuesday morning

on similar suspicions.

While Kim has not been for-
mally charged, the courtissued an
arrest warrant to allow prosecu-
tors to question him in custody.
Kakao said ina statementreleased
last week that Kim had told staff:
“The allegations are not true. I
have never instructed or con-
doned any illegal acts.”

Asked for comment about
Kim’s arrest, a Kakao spokes-
woman said that “the current
situation is unfortunate.”

acknowledged the fallout from

REUTERS

ISRAELIPM TO ADDRESS U.S. HOUSE TODAY

Deal could be near
to free hostages:
Netanyahu to kin

MAAYANLUBELL
& NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
JERUSALEM, CAIRO, JULY 23

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu told fami-
lies of hostages held in Gaza that
adeal that would secure their re-
lease could be near; his office said
on Tuesday;, as fighting raged in
the battered Palestinian enclave.
Israeli forces pressed on with
araidinto Gaza's southern area of
Khan Younis after ordering civil-
ians to evacuate some districts
they said had been used for re-
newed attacks by Palestinian mil-
itants. Thousands of people were
fleeing for safer areas as Israeli
airstrikes hit, UN officials said.
Netanyahu is currently in
Wiashington and is expected to
meet U.S. President Joe Biden
later this week after making an
address to Congress.
Speakingin the U.S. capital on
Monday to families of hostages,
he said: “The conditions (for a
deal) are undoubtedly ripening.
Thisisagood sign.” Efforts toreach
a ceasefire in the war between
Israel and Hamas have gained
momentum over the past month.
“Unfortunately, it will not take
place all at once; there will be
stages. However, I believe that we
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canadvance the deal and leave us
in possession of the leverage to
bring about the release of the oth-
ers,” Netanyahu said.

Ruby Chen, the father of dual
U.S.-Israeli citizen Itai Chen, a sol-
dier whose body is being held in
Gaza, was one of the family
members who met with
Netanyahu. “He did say that con-
ditions were ripening but I'm
taking that with a pinch of salt,”
Chen told Israeli Army Radio.
Chen said he hoped Biden
would apply more pressure on
Netanyahu to secure the deal.

Senior Hamas official Sami
Abu Zuhri told Reuters there was
nothing new in Netanyahu's
stance. “Netanyahu is still
stalling and he is sending dele-
gations only to calm down the
anger of families of Israeli cap-
tives,” he said.

An Israeli negotiation team
was due on Thursday to resume
talks that would include hostages
being released in return for
Palestinian prisoners held in
Israeli jails. REUTERS

Palestinians flee parts of Khan Younis amid Israeli air and
ground offensive on Monday. AP

In Beijing,

Hamas,

Fatah agree on unity
govt in Gaza after war

REUTERS
BEIJING, CAIRO, JULY 23

PALESTINIAN FACTIONS includ-
ing rivals Hamas and Fatah
agreed to end their divisions and
form an interim national unity
government during negotiations
in China that ended on Tuesday,
China's foreign ministry said.
The Beijing Declaration was
signed at the closing ceremony
of a reconciliation dialogue
among 14 Palestinian factions
held in China's capital from July
21-23, according to the readout.
The meeting was held amid
attempts by international medi-
ators to reach a ceasefire deal for
Gaza, with one of the sticking
points being the “day-after” plan.
Senior Hamas official Hussam
Badran said the most important
point of the Beijing Declaration
was to form a Palestinian national
unity government to manage the
affairs of Palestinians. “This cre-

Paris during the Olympics have

(From left) Fatah deputy chief
Mahmoud al-Aloul, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
Hamas official Mussa Abu
Marzuk in Beijing, Tuesday

ates a formidable barrier against
all regional and international in-
terventions that seek to impose
realities against our people's in-
terestsin managing Palestinian af-
fairs post-war,” Badran said.
“Instead of rejecting terrorism,
(Fatah leader) Mahmoud Abbas
embraces the murderers and
rapists of Hamas,” Israeli Foreign
Minister Israel Katz said on X.

French Sports Minister Amelie

Macron’s failed political gamble casts a hngermg shadow over Paris Olympics

ELIZABETHPINEAU
& MICHEL ROSE
PARIS,JULY 23

FRENCH PRESIDENT Emmanuel
Macron hoped the Paris Olympics
would cement his legacy. But a
failed bet on a snap legislative
election has left him politically
stunted, casting a lingering
shadow over Macron's moment
on the international stage.

As he prepares to welcome
more than 100 heads of state and
tens of thousands of spectators for
Friday's opening ceremony,
Macron is a fragile force - an un-
popular president presiding over
acaretaker government as it hosts
the world's largest sporting event

“Macron expected to wel-
come the Games like an emperor,”
said French historian Patrick Weil.
“But now he's a lame duck.”
Walking around the Olympic
Village on Monday, Macron de-
fended his decision to dissolve
parliament and denied the ensu-
ing political instability would
overshadow the Games.

“It was me who decided,” he
said, referring to his determina-
tion to call the election ahead of
the Games. “There is no bitter
taste. On the contrary, we did the
things that needed to be done be-
fore (the Olympics). Now we can
fully focus on the Games.”

And in a bid to keep the crisis
at bay for a few weeks, he ap-

toname a prime minister until the
Games were over. “There is a sort
of truce,” he said.

Macron called the legislative
vote after a thumping by the far-
right National Rally (RN) in last
month's EU election, saying he
wanted the poll to provide clarity.
Instead, French voters delivered a
hung parliament and no bloc has
sofarbeen able to form a govern-
ment, leaving Macron's previous
cabinet to manage day-to-day af-
fairs in a caretaker capacity.

Macron aides, Olympics offi-
cials, lawmakers and public fig-
ures stressed to Reuters that the
show would go on, with years of
security and logistics planning un-
affected by the politics. But some

President Emmanuel Macron with volunteers at the Olympic
village for the 2024 Summer Olympics on Monday. Reuters

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

the political crisis would hang
over the Games.

It was not supposed to be this
way.In his New Year's Eve address
to the nation last December,
Macron spoke with pride and op-
timism about the year ahead.
“Only once in a century does one
host the Olympicand Paralympic
Games,” he said. “2024 will be a
year of determination, of choices
and of regeneration.”

But sixmonthslater, Macron's
hopes of regenerating his man-
date have evaporated, while the
political crisis provoked by his
quickfire election has also con-
tributed to weaker-than-expected
tourist appetite for the Games.

Flight and hotel bookings to

come in lower than expected,
Reuters reported earlier this
month, with experts pointing the
finger at high travel and accom-
modation costs, security fears -
and political tumult.

The ceaseless dramaof the US.
election - which has so far in-
cluded an assassination attempt
against Republican candidate
Donald Trump and President Joe
Biden dropping out of the race -
hasalsolured eyeballs away from
Macron's flagship event.

At the Olympic Village
Monday, Macron shook hands
with volunteers, wearing a confi-
dent smile. “We are ready,” the
president told police officers be-
fore thanking Olympic Village staff.

Oudea-Castera acknowledged
that the last few weeks had been
“difficult politically”. But she re-
jected the idea that the political
crisis had stained the Games.

Arielle Dombasle, a U.S.-born
French singer and actor, recently
set social media alight with her
performance of a stomping, oper-
atic Olympic number at Paris City
Hall, in which she was dressed in
awhite, hooped, floor-length skirt
and peroxide wig,

“There is a terrible bashing
among the French of the
Olympics... There is an atmos-
phere of anxiety. The world is in
disorder, to say the least. But these
Games are the occasion for the
greatest celebrations.” REUTERS



THE INDIAN EXPRESS WEDNESDAY, JULY 24,2024

20 UNION BUDGET s

MHA gets

X 2.19 lakh cr,
major share to
central armed
police forces

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman has allocated Rs
2,19,643.31 crore to the Ministry
of Home Affairs, with the major-
ity of it - Rs 1,43,275.90 crore -
being given to central armed po-
lice forces (CAPFs) that are re-
sponsible for internal security,
border guarding, and security of
vital installations.

This time, X 1,309.46 cr have
been allocated for census. This is
a significant reduction from
2021-22 when3 3,768 cr was al-
located for the decadal exercise.
It was X 578.29 in 2023-24.%
42,277.74 cr has been allocated
to Jammu and Kashmir.
5,985.82 cr has been given to
Andaman and NicobarIslands,3
5,862.62 cr to Chandigarh,
5,958 cr to Ladakh, % 2,648.97 cr
to Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and DiuandX 1,490.10 cr
to Lakshadweep.

Among the paramilitary
forces, the CRPF got X 31,543.20
cr, up from a revised estimate of
331,389.04 crin 2023-24, the
BSF got X 25,472.44 cr (R
25,038.68 crin 2023-24), the
CISF was allotted X 14,331.89 cr
(X12,929.85 cr in 2023-24), the
ITBP got 8,634.21 cr(38,203.68
crin2023-24), the SSB was given
X 8,881.81 cr (X 8,435.68 crin
2023-24) and the Assam Rifles
was allotted X 7,428.33 cr (X
7276.29 crin 2023-24).

The Intelligence Bureau (IB)
has been allocated Rs 3,823.83 cr
(X3,268.94 crin 2023-24), the
Delhi Police got Rs 11,180.33 cr (X
11,940.33 cr in 2023-24), the
Special Protection Group got X
506.32cr(¥446.82 crin2023-24).

Meanwhile, X 3,756.51 cr has
been allocated to the Border
Infrastructure and Management,
%3,152.36 crhasbeengiven for de-
veloping police infrastructure,
X 1,105 cr for women’s safety,
%9,305.43 cr for various projects
and schemes sponsored by the
home ministry,33,199.62 cr for se-
curity-related expenditure and X
1,050 cr for Vibrant Villages
Programme.

WEST BENGAL, KERALA CMs COMPLAIN OF IGNORING STATES

4 Opp CMs to boycott NiTl Aayog

meeting over ‘discriminatory’ Budget
&

OPPSLAMS GOVTFOR ‘NEGLECT

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY 23

AT LEAST four chief ministers, in-
cluding three from the Congress,
are set to boycott the NITI Aayog
meeting scheduled for July 27 in
protest against the “discrimina-
tory” Union Budget, presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday.

While Tamil Nadu CM M K
Stalin made the announcement
atapress conference on Tuesday
evening, Congress general secre-
tary K C Venugopal, in a social
media post at night, wrote, “The
Union Budget presented today
was extremely discriminatory
and dangerous, which com-
pletely goes against the princi-
ples of federalism and fairness
that the Union Government
must follow. In protest, INC CMs
will be boycotting the NITI Aayog
meeting. This government’s at-
titude is completely antithetical
to Constitutional principles. We
will not participate in an event
thatis solely designed to hide the
true, discriminatory colours of
this regime.”

The Congress CMs include
Telangana’s Revanth Reddy,
Karnataka’s Siddaramaiah, and
Himachal Pradesh’s Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu.

"We don't feel Kannadigas are
heard, and hence thereis no point
inattending the NITI Aayog meet-
ing," Siddaramaiah posted online.
“We have decided to boycott the
NITI Aayog meeting, which will be
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on July 27,as a
mark of protest.”

"Despite my earnest effortsin
calling for an all-party MPs meet-
ing in New Delhi to discuss
Karnataka's essential needs, the
Union Budget has neglected our
state's demands," Siddaramaiah
said. “Even our farmers' demands
to approve Mekedatu and
Mahadayi have been ignored.
There was no attempt to rectify
their sin of reducing funds to our
state under various categories.

1,000 cr fund to boost

space economy by 5
times in next 10 years

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman Tuesday announced
a 31,000 crore venture capital
fund to give a push to the space
economy. “With our continued
emphasis on expanding the space
economy, by 5 times in the next
10years, a venture capital fund of
1,000 crore will be set up,” said
Sitharaman.

Thisis the government’s vision
is to increase India’s share in the
global commercial space econ-
omy to 10% by 2030. Despite be-
ing a major spacefaring nation,
India currently accounts for only
2 per cent of the global space mar-
ket. While the government had
been hand-holding the upcoming
private players — providing policy
support, technical assistance,and
even sharing infrastructure — this
is likely the first policy to provide
financial assistance as well.

Lt. Gen. AK Bhatt (Retd.),
Director General, Indian Space
Association (ISpA) said: “We pre-
viously advocated for increased

financial incentives to support the
burgeoning space startups in the
country. The announcement of a
%1,000 crore VCfund is a step for-
ward, addressing the funding
challenges faced by these nascent
ventures in this capital-intensive
domain. These measures are piv-
otal for the growth and develop-
mentofIndia's space ecosystem.”
The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe) does have a
seed funding scheme, but it is a
limited amount meant fora select
fewworking towards using space
technology to solve challenges of
the man. The sector was opened
to private players in 2020, to cap-
ture the global market, while ISRO
worked on missions such as
Chandrayaan-3, Aditya-L1, and
Gaganyaan.
Sitharamanalsoreiterated the
government’scommitment of set-
tingupacorpusof1 lakh crore to
provide long-term, interest-free
loantoencourage researchand de-
velopment by private sector. The
Anusandhan National Research
Fund will support research and
prototype development.
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(Clockwise from left)

M K Stalin; Revanth Reddy;
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu;
Siddaramaiah

Funds for metro and other infra
projects are still adistant dream.”

He said the PM had notlooked
beyond Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
in the Budget in order to protect
his government. "This budget is
anti-people and has completely
neglected the poor, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in
particular. Abiginjustice hasbeen
done to the farmers in this budget.
Farmers have been demanding
the creation of the Minimum
Support Price Act for five years.
But there is no mention about this
inthe budget," Siddaramaiah said.

Stalin said Tamil Nadu had suf-
fered the "biggest betrayal" in the
Budget. He expressed a strong dis-
content with the Centre’s fiscal
policies and allocations that have
“consistently ignored the needs
and demands of Tamil Nadu”. He
also highlighted the negligible in-
crease inallocation for crucial sec-
tors such as health, education,and
agriculture, describing it as
“alarming given the current needs
of the state”.

He criticised the Budget for
failing to address critical issues like
unemployment and inflation
which, he said, are "severely af-
fecting the common people”.

He pointed out that the allo-
cation for state welfare schemes
has been drastically cut, with no
mention of any new initiatives to
support the economic develop-

ment of Tamil Nadu. "The state
government has been continu-
ously demanding a fair share of
central funds, but this budget has
once againignored our legitimate
demands,” he said. The reduction
in funding for social welfare pro-
grams, according to Stalin, will "di-
rectlyimpact the most vulnerable
sections of our society”.

He said the state's request for
financial support toimprove road
and transport infrastructure has
been overlooked. "Itis also disap-
pointing to note that there has
beennoincrease in the allocation
forinfrastructure developmentin
Tamil Nadu," he said.

He described the Budget as
"short-sighted" and accused the
Centre of failing to take into ac-
count the ground realities faced
by the states. "The budget lacks a
long-term vision and is more fo-
cused on short-term political
gains,” he said.

Stalin said DMK MPs would
stage a protest on Wednesday in
Delhi. "The central government
boycotted Tamil Nadu in the
Union Budget,” Stalin said, echo-
ing similar sentiments expressed
by his colleagues in the INDIA bloc.
He accused the BJP of selectively
announcing schemes to satisfy a
fewregional parties, ultimately to
keep the NDA governmentafloat.
"To satisfy a few regional parties
that made a 'minority BJP" into
'majority BJP', schemes were an-
nounced for afew states,” he said.

He also highlighted the re-
gionalimbalanceindisaster relief
funding. While Tamil Nadu sub-
mitted a detailed report request-
ing Rs 37,000 crore as disaster re-
lief, he said, the Centre has
released only about Rs 276 crore
so far.In contrast, Bihar alone will
receive Rs 11,500 crore for disas-
ter mitigation. "This is a great in-
justice to the people of Tamil
Nadu," Stalin said.

While they have not joined
the NITI Aayog boycott so far,
West Bengal’'s Mamata Banerjee
and Kerala’s Pinarayi Vijayan also
criticised the Budget for ignor-
ing their states.

Kursi Bachao Budget.
Appease Allies: Hollow
promises to them at the
cost of other states.
Appease Cronies: Benefits
to AA with no relief for the
common Indian. Copy and
Paste: Congress manifesto
and previous budgets

RAHUL GANDHI,
LEADER OF OPPOSITIONINLS

In order to satisfy a few
regional parties that made
a ‘minority BJP’ into
‘majority BJP’, schemes
have been announced in
the Budget for a few states.
Tamil Nadu has been
completely ignored. DMK
MPs will stage a protest in
Delhion July 24

MK STALIN, TAMIL NADU CM

The Union budget has
neglected most of the
states including Kerala.
The budget made several
announcements which are
essential for the political
survival of Union govt

PINARAYIVIJAYAN,
KERALA CHIEF MINISTER

The Budget ignored the
interests of the youth and
farmers and it has nothing
for UP. The allocations for
Bihar and Andhrareflect
BJP’s political compulsion
to save its government

AKHILESH YADAV,
SAMAJWADIPARTY CHIEF

Bengal has been
completely deprived in
the Budget, which

doesn’tlook into the
interest of the poor. The
Budget is directionless.
Itis only to serve a
political mission

MAMATA BANERJEE,
WEST BENGALCM

The Union Budget...
follows the same old
pattern, where except for a
handful of rich and
wealthy people, it offers
little hope of good days for
the country’s poor,
unemployed, farmers,
women, labourers...

MAYAWATI, BSPCHIEF

Nirmala Sitharaman has
given Karnataka ‘Chombu’
(asmall, round water
container). Karnataka has
got nothing

SIDDARAMAIAH,
KARNATAKA CM

I can understand the BJP
wanting to save its govt and
giving Bihar and Andhraa
huge sum. But whatis
Maharashtra's fault? That
we are the largest taxpayer?
Was Maharashtra
mentioned even oncein
Budget? Why does the BJP
hate and insult the state
somuch?

AADITYATHACKERAY,
SHIVSENA (UBT) LEADER

Itis a kursi bachao budget
(budget to save chair).
NDA means ‘Naidu-Nitish
Dependent Alliance’

REVANTH REDDY,
TELANGANACM

Next tourism destination to be in East:
From UP, focus shifts to Bihar, Odisha

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

WHILE BIHAR got the biggest
share of the tourism pie in the
Union Budget this time with the
development of Vishnupad tem-
ple in Gaya, Mahabodhi temple
inBodhgaya, along with Nalanda
and Rajgir finding a pride of
place in Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's Budget
speech, a plan for an overall de-
velopment of tourism sites in
Odishawas also announced. The
BJPrecently formed its first gov-
ernment in Odisha.

While Uttar Pradesh got
maximum focus in Narendra
Modi government's previous
terms, with Ayodhya and
Varanasi getting an overhaul
with the redevelopment of tem-
ples and upgradation of ground
infrastructure, the tilt seems to
have moved eastwards to Bihar
and Odisha, along with the
party’s political ambitions and
successes.

While presenting the Budget,
Sitharaman said they have for-
mulated a plan called
'Purvodaya’ for the all-round de-

The Finance Minister has promised to support the
development of Nalanda as a tourist centre. File

velopment of the eastern region
of the country, including Odisha.

“The states in the eastern part
of the country are rich in endow-
ments and have strong cultural
traditions. We will formulate a
plan 'Purvodaya’ for the all-
round development of the east-
ern region of the country cover-
ing Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh. This will cover human
resource development, infra-
structure, and the generation of

NEPAL, SRI LANKA, BHUTAN, MALDIVES, AFGHANISTAN AND MYANMAR GET LION’S SHARE

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

A MONTH ago, when the NDA
government began its third
term, India spelt out clearly that
itwould focus on its neighbour-
hood. The presence of leaders
from the neighbourhood and the
Indian Ocean region, including
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Sri Lanka
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, at the inaugu-
ration of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s third term,

reaffirmed that policy.

In keeping with that,a major
chunk of the Ministry of External
Affairs’ outlay, Rs
4,883 crore, hasbeen
earmarked for “aid to
countries”, of which
countries from the
neighbourhood -
Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, Maldives, |

EXPLAINED

uments released after Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented the Union
Budget 2024-25
Tuesday. It gets the
highest aid at an esti-
mated Rs 2,068.56
crore, which is
slightly less than Rs
O 2,400 crore last year.
The provision is

Afghanistan and

Myanmar - get the lion’s share.
Bhutan has emerged as the

top recipient of Indian govern-

ment aid to foreign countries, ac-

cording to the Union Budget doc-

for India’s multilat-
eral and bilateral aid and assis-
tance programmes to neigh-
bouring and other developing
countries. This assistance is
provided to immediate neigh-

economic opportunities to make
the region an engine to attain
Viksit Bharat," she said.

The Union Ministry of
Tourism had recently an-
nounced a change in its ap-
proach from circuit-based
tourism to destination-based
tourism, wherein overall devel-
opment of one destination will
be taken up - in terms of tourist
facilities, infrastructure, connec-
tivity and other related aspects.

In line with this, the outlay

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel with Bhutan King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck in Ahmedabad on Monday. ANI
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for the Swadesh Darshan
scheme has seen a spike fromRs
1,412 crore in the 2023-24
Budget to Rs 1,750 crore this
time. The outlay for the other
flagship scheme for pilgrimage-
related tourism - the PRASAD
scheme - has remained more or
less the same over the last few
years - at Rs 240 crore this time.

Sitharaman said tourism has
always been a partof India’s civ-
ilization and the government's
efforts in positioning India as a
global tourist destination will
also create jobs, stimulate invest-
ments and unlock economic op-
portunities for other sectors. On
Odisha, she said the temples,
monuments, craftsmanship,
wildlife sanctuaries, natural
landscapes and pristine beaches
of Odisha make it an ultimate
tourism destination. "Our gov-
ernment will provide assistance
for their development,” the
Finance Minister said.

However, stakeholders in the
industry were not too buoyed
with the tourism-related an-
nouncements as they had held
several rounds of discussions be-
fore the Budget and were ex-
pecting some relief in taxation.

bouring countries and also to
the countries of Africa, Central
Asia, South Asia and Latin
America.

Maldives will get Rs 400
crore in the new Budget, the
same as last year, even as the re-
vised Budget for 2023-2024
showed a higher amount of Rs
770.90 crore. Despite the anti-
India protests as well as remarks
from its top leadership late last
year, which caused a diplomatic
row, India’s investment in the ar-
chipelago nation continues to re-
main consistent.

Nepal stands out as a signifi-
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“To reduce litigation... we will
expand the scope of safe
harvbour rules and make them
move attrvactive.”

Cong: Copycat
Budget... from
our manifesto

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi at
Parliament on Tuesday. P11

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

TERMING THE Union Budget pre-
sented on Tuesday as a “copycat”
Budget, the opposition Congress
said the government borrowed
from its election manifesto ideas
such as the Apprenticeship
Scheme and abolition of Angel Tax.

Leader of Oppositionin the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi called the
Budget a “Kursi Bachao” Budget.
“Appease Allies: Hollow promises
to them at the cost of other
states. .. Appease Cronies: Benefits
to AA with no relief for the com-
mon Indian... Copy and Paste:
Congress manifesto and previous
budgets,” he posted on X.

Calling it a “copycat Budget”,
Congress president and Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge said the gov-
ernment “could not even copy
Congress's justice agenda prop-
erly”.Kharge said: “After 10 years,
limited announcements have
been made for the youthwho are
bearing the brunt of the slogan of
two crore jobs per year.”

“There is no revolutionary
scheme for Dalits, Adivasis, back-
ward classes, minorities, middle
class and rural poor people like the
one implemented by Congress-
UPA,” he said.

Taking a dig at the govern-
ment, former Finance Minister
and Congress MPP Chidambaram

said heis “happy” that the Finance
Minister read the Congress’s man-
ifesto after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. “She has virtually adopted
the ideas underlying our propos-
als on Employment-linked
Incentive (ELI) scheme, the
Apprenticeship Scheme with an
allowance to the Apprentice, and
on the abolition of the Angel Tax.
I wish she had adopted many
more ideas from the Congress
manifesto,” he said.

Stating that “unemployment
is the biggest challenge facing the
country”, Chidambaram said,
“The response of the government
istoo little and will have only little
impact on the grave unemploy-
ment situation. The claim that the
schemes announced by the FM
will benefit 290 lakh people is
highly exaggerated.”

Helisted inflation as “the other
major challenge” and said that
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) in-
flation is 3.4 per cent, Consumer
Price Index (CPI)inflationis 5.1 per
cent, and food inflation is 9.4 per
cent. On healthcare,
Chidambaram said that “public
healthcare is growing quantita-
tively but not in quality”.

The former minister said that
“wages have stagnated in thelast6
yearsafter adjusting forinflation”.
Chidambaram also said that “the
minimum wage should be fixed at
Rs 400 per day for every kind of
employment”. FULL REPORT ON:

www.indianexpress.com

New Central Sector
scheme for industrial
development in J&K
gets extended till 2037

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE CENTRE Tuesday announced
the extension of the New Central
Sector scheme for Jammu and
Kashmir up to 2037.However the
budget allocation for the scheme-
--announced in 2021 for a period
of 10 years following the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and bifurcation
of the erstwhile state into two
Union Territories---remains the
same at328,400 crore.

Sources said the extension to
the scheme, announced in the
Union Budget, is to encourage
more businesses to invest in
Jammu and Kashmir. However,
keeping the same budget alloca-
tion may come as a disappoint-
ment to the UT administration.

“The scheme for industrial
Development of Jammu and
Kashmir shall be effective from
the date of issue of notification
and up to 31.03.2037 with the to-
tal outlay 0fX 28,400 crore during
scheme period providing the fol-

cant beneficiary with an alloca-
tion of Rs 700 crore, marking a
substantial increase of Rs 150
crore from the previous year's
budget of Rs 550 crore, later re-
vised to Rs 650 crore. Besides
Nepal, there have been increased
allocations for Sri Lanka and
Seychelles as well, at Rs 245
crore (up by Rs 95 crore from last
year's allocation of Rs 150 crore)
and Rs 40 crore (up from Rs 10
crore), respectively.
Theincrease is dependent on
the needs and requirements of
each country. These allocations
are intended for infrastructure

lowing Incentives: i. capital invest-
ment incentive, ii. capital interest
subvention, iii. Goods & Services
taxlinked incentive (GSTLI)and iv.
working capital interest subven-
tion,” announced Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

In January 2021, the govern-
ment had announced the New
Central Sector Scheme for indus-
trial development in J&K, for
which it allocated 328,400 crore
to fund incentives such as 300%
GST refund on investment, inter-
est subvention on loans, and 30%
capital incentive.

"There is no such scheme any-
where in the country. But many
large investors feel realizing 300%
of GST refund in 10 years in J&K
may not be possible...One must
understand that big business will
remain a bit apprehensive about
peace in the Valley and logistical
challenges of operating so up
north. So, there is an expectation
from the government to increase
the time period of the scheme as
well as the allocation,” said an in-
dustry insider.

support and development proj-
ects. Afghanistan and the
Maldives have not seen any
changes in their allocations, re-
maining at Rs 200 crore and Rs
400 crore, respectively.

The Chabahar port projectin
Iran continues to receive a steady
allocation of Rs 100 crore, un-
changed for the past three years.

The total Budget estimate for
the MEA for 2024-25isRs 22,155
crore, which exceeds the Rs
18,050 crore allocated in 2023-
24. However, it falls short of the
revised estimate of Rs 29,121
crore for the same fiscal.

Neighbourhood tirst in External Affairs allocation tor aid to countries
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MAHARASHTRA
CopsprobelAS
trainee’s claimof
parents’ divorce

Pune: The Pune City police
have started an investiga-
tion to determine if trainee
IAS officer Puja Khedkar’s
parents, Dilip and
Manorama Khedkar, are di-
vorced which she report-
edly claimed in her appli-
cation while applying for
the Civil Services
Examination held by the
Union Public Service
Commission. Confirming
the investigation into her
parent’s marital status, a
senior officer of Pune City
police said, “On the instruc-
tion of the Central
Government, we have
commenced a probe to ver-
ify if Dilip and Manorama
Khedkar are divorced.”
ENS

MADHYA PRADESH
23-year-old
woman killed over
dowryinRajgarh

Bhopal: A 23-year-old
woman was allegedly mur-
dered by her in-laws for
dowry in Madhya Pradesh’s
Rajgarh district, police said.
Police identified the de-
ceased as Reena Tanwar. Her
family alleged that her in-
laws cut off her limbs before
cremating her. They said she
was under pressure for
dowry. “We went directly to
Kalipeeth police station.
From there, we reached the
spotwith the police.On see-
ing us with police, Reena's
in-laws fled the spot, leaving
herburntbody on pyre,” said
Reena's father, Rampreasad
Tanwar. ENS

NEW DELHI

Pradeep Bhandari
appointed BJP
spokesperson

New Delhi: BJP president ] P
Nadda has appointed
Pradeep Bhandari,a pollster
who runs Jan Ki Baat, as the
national party spokesper-
son, with immediate effect,
from Tuesday. He had
worked with TV channels.

ENS

Defence budget pegged at X6.22 lakh cr, Courts should stay bail
minor hike in modernisation allocation

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

AMID A spike in terror attacks in
J&K and the ongoing military
standoff with Chinaalong the Line
of Actual Control in eastern
Ladakh, India's defence budget for
2024-25 saw aminor hike of3500
crore over the interim budget fig-
ures 0f36,21,540 crore announced
in February this year.

The total defence budget ear-
marked at36,21,940 crore, includ-
ing defence pensions ofX1.41 lakh
crore, is 4.79% higher than 35.94
lakh crore allocated in the previ-
ous fiscal. The allocation is ap-
proximately 12.9% of the total
budget outlay for 2024-25.

The defence budget saw a
hike of over 44% from 2019-20
when the Narendra Modi govern-
mentassumed its second termin
office, and an increase of over
171% from %2.29 lakh crore allo-
cated in2014-15 during the Modi
government's first term in office.

The military modernisation
budget for the three defence serv-
ices for 2024-25 stands at 31.72
lakh crore, a hike of over 6% from
%1.62 lakh crore allocated in the

previous fiscal.

Like in the interim budget, the
defence budget for 2024-25 did
not make public the individual
capital budgetary allocations for
the Army, Navy and the Air Force,
adeparture from the normin the
previous years.

The ministry had earlier said
this was aimed at fostering joint-
ness among the services by con-
solidating the demands of the
three services into similar items
of expenditure such as land, air-
craftand aero engines, heavy and
medium vehicles among others.

As per sources, the limited
hike in the capital budget for de-
fence is due to fewer new con-
tracts signed by the Armed Forces
and certain slippages in sched-
uled payments and deliveries.
The revised estimates of the cap-
ital budget for 2023-24 at X1.57
lakh crore was lower than the
%1.62 lakh crore allocated in that
fiscal, reflecting this as well.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated the Finance
Minister for presenting an “out-
standing budget, which will help
inmoving towards making a pros-
perous and self-reliant Viksit
Bharat”. “Inspired by PM Shri

Narendra Modi's vision of
Inclusive and fast paced
Development this Budget will ac-
celerate India’s economic trans-
formation,” Singh posted on X.

In a statement, the Defence
Ministry said its allocations are the
highest among the ministries. An
additional allocation to the tune
of Rs 400 crore hasbeen made for
innovation in defence through
Acing Development of Innovative
Technologies with iDEX (ADITI)
scheme, under which the Defence
Ministry engages with “start-
ups/MSMEs and innovators tode-
velop Def-Tech solutions and sup-
ply the Indian military with
innovative and indigenous tech-
nological solutions”.

While the government did
not list out the expenditure plan
for the defence capital budget for
this fiscal, during the interim
budget it had said that moderni-
sation of existing Su-30 fleet,
along with additional procure-
ment of aircraft, acquisition of ad-
vanced engines for existing MiG-
29, acquisition of transport
aircraft C-295 and missile sys-
tems will be funded out of it.

It also mentioned that Navy
projects such as acquisition of

‘If you need tiffin money, I will give’:
Mamata slams Bose for fine on MLAs

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JULY 23

A DAY after West Bengal
Governor CV Ananda Bose di-
rected two newly elected TMC
MLAs to pay a fine of Rs 500/day
for attending the Assembly, say-
ing their oath-taking was in viola-
tion of the Constitution, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee ac-
cused him of “creating hurdles”
in the functioning of the
Assembly. Speaking in the
Assembly after four more newly
elected TMC MLAs were adminis-
tered oath by Speaker Biman
Banerjee, the chief minister said:
“(The Governor) should know
that Raj Bhavan is selected and
the Assembly is elected. He (Bose)
can't fine criminals or those in-
volved in the NEET scam. He can
only fine those who were elected.
(He) should not be biased to-
wards a political party.”

“Don’t you have enough
money? Do you need tiffin

HC grants bail to man in
cow slaughter case with
a condition: ‘Deposit

25k to Gau Seva Aayog’

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 23

THE ALLAHABAD High Court
granted bail to anaccused booked
under the Uttar Pradesh
Prevention of Cow Slaughter Act,
imposing a condition to deposit
Rs 25,000 to UP’s Go-Seva Ayog.
The court directed the accused to
deposit the money within four
weeks from his release date and
to submit the receipt before the
trial court. The court passed the
order while hearing the bail plea
of Shabbir, who was booked along
with three othersinacaselodged
under the cow slaughter act sec-
tions 3,5, and 8, at Gainsari police
station, Balrampur, in April this
year. Shabbir hasbeeninjail since
May 12024

Based on information of cow
beef being sold, a police team ar-
rested four persons, including
Shabbir. The police allegedly re-
covered 70 kg of cow beef along
with a knife and other articles.

The petitioner’s lawyer alleged
thathisclienthas beenfalsely impli-
cated, as there are no independent

Indrani Mukerjea
told not to travel
abroad till July 29

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday directed for-
mer media executive Indrani
Mukerjea not to travel to the
United Kingdom and Spain un-
til July 29 as it passed an ad in-
terim order on the Central
Bureau of Investigation's plea.
The CBI had challenged a
special court order permitting
Mukerjea, who is accused of
killing her daughter Sheena
Borain 2012 and is currently out
on bail, to travel to these coun-
tries once for 10 days within the
next three months. ENS

witnesses to the recovery. A
chargesheet has been filed in the
case,and the accused has no previ-
ous criminal history, the lawyer
said. The government advocate op-
posed the bail and submitted a
medical analysisreport stating that
therecovered meatwasfromacow.

Taking into consideration that
the applicant has no criminal his-
tory and charge-sheet hasalready
been filed, “arguments advanced
bylearned counsel for the parties,
for the period forwhich heisinjail
and without expressing any opin-
ionon the merits of the case, I find
it to be a fit case for enlarging the
applicant on bail,” said the court.

The court ordered bail for
Shabbir “on his furnishing a per-
sonal bond and two sureties each
in the like amount to the satisfac-
tion of the court concerned with
the following conditions which
are being imposed in the interest
of justice: The applicant shall de-
posit a sum of Rs.25,000/- with
Gau-Sewa Ayog, U.P. within a pe-
riod of four weeks from the date
of his release from jail on bail and
submit a receipt thereof before the
trial court”.

West Bengal
CM Mamata
Banerjee

money? Askme,andIwill arrange
it,” the chief minister said in a re-
tort to the Governor’s directive.
On Monday, when the
Assembly convened for a 10-day
session, two TMC MLAs —
Sayantika Banerjee and Reyat
Hossain Sarkar — received letters
from Governor, telling them that
their swearing-inonJuly 5 was an
instance of “constitutional impro-
priety”, and therefore if they
would take partin Assembly pro-
ceedings or vote in the House,
they would have to pay a fine of
Rs 500 per day. In the letter, the
Governor contended that he had
assigned Deputy Speaker Asish
Banerjee to administer the oath
to the new MLAs, but instead
Speaker Biman Banerjee presided

over the swearing-in ceremony.
When the Constitutional head of
the state designated someone to
administer the oath to the MLAs,
the Speaker had nojurisdictionin
the matter, the Governor wrote,
citing Article 193 of the
Constitution.

Meanwhile, Speaker Biman
Banerjee on Tuesday adminis-
tered oath to four TMC MLAs —
Supti Pandey (Maniktala),
Madhuparna Thakur (Bagdah),
Mukutmani Adhikari (Ranaghat
Dakshin), and Krishna Kalyani
(Raiganj) — who were elected in
the July 10 bypolls.

Backing the Speaker’s deci-
sion to administer the oath to the
newly elected MLAs in the
Assembly, the chief minister said:
“I have read in media reports
what the Governor said. I fully
support the Speaker. What the
Speaker has done is correct.
Thereis a tradition in democracy.
The tradition is that newly
elected MLAs take oath in the
Assembly.”

deck-based fighter aircraft, sub-
marines and next generation sur-
vey vessels will materialise
through this allocation.

The overall revenue budget for
defence, which includes pay and
allowances for the Armed Forces
and allocations for stocking up on
fuel, ammunition and mainte-
nance of assets through procure-
ment of critical spares and other
capabilities, saw a raise at 32.82
lakh crore from32.7 lakh crore in
the previous fiscal. This also in-
cludesanallocation of over6,000
crore towards the Agnipath
scheme under the three services.

However, the revenue expen-
diture (other than salary) which
is meant for sustenance and op-
erational commitment stands at
392,088 crore.

The total allocation to Ex-
Servicemen Welfare Scheme for
2024-25 at Rs 6,968 crore is 28%
higher than the previous fiscal.
The budgetary allocation to
Defence  Research  and
Development Organisation has
been increased to 323,855 crore
in 2024-25 from323,263.89 crore
in the previous fiscal.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

orders only in exceptional
circumstances, says SC

‘The court must record brief reasons for staying bail’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE SUPREME Court on
Tuesday ruled that an order
granting bail can be stayed only
in exceptional circumstances
when a very strong prima facie
case of the existence of the
grounds for cancellation of bail
is made out.

A bench of Justices A S Oka
and Augustine George Masih
said that the prima facie case
must be of a “very high stan-
dard” and that if the high court
or sessions court concludes that
an exceptional case is made out
for the grant of stay, the court
must record brief reasons and
set out the grounds for coming
to such a conclusion.

The bench also cautioned
against ex-parte stay of the or-
der granting bail and said that

“asastandard rule, (stay) should
not be granted”.

Such power “has to be exer-
cised in very rare and excep-
tional cases”, it said adding “the
court concerned must apply its
mind and decide whether the
case is very exceptional, war-
ranting the exercise of drastic
power to grant an ex-parte
stay...”.

The court said that “liberty
granted to an accused under the
order granting bail cannot be
lightly and causally interfered
with by mechanically granting
an ex-parte order of stay” and
added that the court “must
record specific reasons why it
concluded that it was a very rare
and exceptional case...”.

“Since the issue involved is of
the right to liberty of accused
guaranteed by Article 21 of the
Constitution, if an ex-parte stay
is granted, by issuing a short no-

tice to the accused, the court
must immediately hear him on
the continuation of the stay,” the
SCsaid.

The bench pointed out that
an “undertrial is not a convict”. It
added thatif and when the bail is
cancelled, the accused has to be
taken into custody and “hence,
it cannot be said that if the stay is
not granted, the final order of
cancellation of bail, if passed,
cannot be implemented”.

The bench was hearing a plea
by one Parvinder Singh Khurana,
accused in a case under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, challenging the
Delhi High Court order staying a
June 17,2023, trial court order
granting him bail.

The Supreme Court set aside
the High Court stay order and
said that the trial court order
granting bail will continue to op-
erate.

2 years after major paper leak, Arunachal
passes prevention of unfair means Bill

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JULY 23

THE ARUNACHAL Pradesh as-
sembly unanimously passed the
Arunachal Pradesh Examination
(Measures for Prevention of
Unfair Means in Recruitment)
Bill Tuesday --- a development
that comes two years after the
state was rocked by a major pa-
per leak.

The Bill, which follows simi-
lar legislations passed by the
Centre and a clutch of other
states, has penalties of impris-
onment of up to 5 years and
fines up toRs. 1 crore for candi-
dates found guilty of engaging
in unfair practices in recruit-
ment examinations. Under the

Bill, service providers engaging
in such practices are liable to
fines up toRs 10 crore as well as
having the proportionate cost of
conducting the examination re-
covered from them.
Individuals engaged in or-
ganised crime face alonger sen-
tence --- up to 10 years along
with a fine of Rs 1 crore --- and
institutions engaging in organ-
ised crime will be subject to
their property being attached.
The state had witnessed
public outrage over the func-
tioning of the Arunachal
Pradesh  Public  Service
Commission (APPSC) following
a 2022 leak in a recruitment
exam for assistant engineers
and had cast a shadow over
Chief Minister Pema Khandu'’s

last government. The current as-
sembly session is the first after
he was voted back to power
with a BJP government in the
state earlier this year.

“The origin of this bill is that
in 2022, the whole system had
been shaken by news of the pa-
per leak in the public service
commission examination. I re-
member the first day on which
this news came in the media, at
that time [ was in Ziro for a tour
programme. Media persons
there had questioned me then
on the news of these events in
Itanagar which was spreading,
and I had told them on that first
day that this was very unfortu-
nate news and that [ have no
words to define the criminality
involved in this. I had said that

we will deal with this matter
with an iron hand,” he told the
assembly on Tuesday.

He also acknowledged the
loss of credibility the govern-
ment had faced after the leak.

“It posed a lot of problems
for the government in the last
couple of years and rightly so,
because the future of our state
and society is the youth and
working in a government insti-
tution is an aspiration. This is a
hope for their parents as well.
Since there has been a complete
overhaul of the APPSC.
Chairman and members and all
the staff have been changed,
they have worked on their SOP
and the recruitment process for
some positions has begun as
well,” he said.

@ Union Bﬂﬂﬁ

Regional Office-Patna, Nasheman Bhavan,
1st Floor, Mazharool Haque Path,
Frazer Road, Patna

DEMAND NOTICE

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

Foltowing E- Tenders are invited by
HENAWSIAINWER-Amear at 15.00 Hrs
an the mentionad date. E<-Tender Motice
MNo.: DBR-Workshop-All-2024-25, Date:
220712024, Hame of work: Ajmer-
Infrastruciune devalopment for feduction
in POH cycie time of rolling  stock - in
Carriage work shap Ajmar and
Augmentation of berthing capacity to
deal all type of wagons including
BTPGLMN wagon in Loco workshop
Approximate Cost: Rs. 16,41,21,973.93
Earnest Monay/Bid Security:
#F070,60000 E-Tender closing Date:
14.08.2024 at 15:00 hrs. The detailed.
information of the above Tender is

available on wabsite wwwiireps.gov.in
and al thie notice board of this olfice

B55-AR24
Foliow us an - [l B B ®0VEabways [l NWRaiksays

EXPRESS

dreers

Advertisement Mo. 67/2024
Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the posl of

Director (Corporate Planning
& Personnel)

Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers Limited (GRSE)

Last date of submission of application by
applicants is by 15.00 hours on
19" Auqust, 2024

Last date of forwarding of applications by the
Modal Officers to PESB is by 15.00 hours on
28" August, 2024
Far details login to website
http://pesb.gov.in

Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha
Vidya Prasarak Samaj

Lal Taki Road, Ahmednagar. 414001,
Tel : (0241)2329649 Email : ajmvps2016@gmail.com

WANTED

Applications are invited for the post of Principal in the following
Non-Grant Colleges of the Sanstha, which are affiliated to the Savitribai

Phule Pune University Pune.

SR. Name of the College Total Reservation
NO Post
1 Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj College, Deolali | 01
Pravara, Tal. Rahuri, Dist. Ahmednagar
2 Janata Arts and Science College, | 01 Open
Ruichhattishi, Tal. Nagar, Dist. Ahmednagar to All
3 Shree Mulikadevi College, Nighoj, Tal. | 01
Parner, Dist. Ahmednagar

Note :- 1) Qualification, Experience, Pay-scale & Service conditions will
be as per Govt. of Maharastra, Savitribai Phule Pune University and
UGC rules 2) All relevant copies of marksheets, certificates and other
testimonials should be attached. 3) Candidate should submit their verified
A.P.l. records as per the requirement of the post. 4) Appointment for the
said post will be for a tenure of five years from the date of appointment
or upto the attainment of superannuation, whichever is earlier. 5) Apply
within 15 days from the publication of this advertisement. 6) Candidates
who are in service should send their application through proper channel.
7) Incomplete/late application will not be entertained. 8) Right to fill
the above post is reserved by the Management. 9) Working hours of
the Santha office is, hours Monday to Friday 11.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.,
Saturday 10.00 a.m. to. 01.00 p.m 10) T.A., D.A. will not be paid for

attending the interview.

Adv. V. D. Athare
(Secretary)

Security Interest Act, 2002.

collect detailed notice lving in our office.

MNotice under Sec. 13(2) read with Sec.13(3) of Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Demand Maotices were issued to the below mentioned borrower/guarantor in respect of loan availed by them and after the loan account
becoming NPAgiving them 60 days' time to pay the outstanding dues of the bank. Notice(s) sent but acknowledgment yel not received. We
have indicated our intantion of taking possession of secured assets detailed below in case of failure of borrower/guarantor in repaying the
outstanding dues within the said lime of 60 days. Thesea borrower(s) guarantor(s) are nolified hereby o repay the oulstanding dues as
mentioned below within 60 days from the publication of this notice to avoid further action under SARFAESI Act.. They are also advised to

£, Janta Road Gardnibagh, Palna -
800001.

2. 5n Sunil Kumar Raw, Clo Jai Prakash
Singh, V.K.5. Nagar Road No 2, Janta
Road Gardnibagh, Patna - 800001

Branch: —=Rajabazar45320

&1 amecl ks ourt 1 Enerammiad Description of secured assets and date of mortgage | Date of Elﬂﬂtﬂ':?iﬂg
; moun
No. Guarantor's | Mortgagor's NPA/Date U lied
of Demand nappite
and Branch :
Notice interest! Total
Dues (Rs.)

1. | 1. S0 Vijay Kumar S/o Late Raghu Nath | Land with building thereon in name of Vijay Kumar, s/o Late| 31.08.2017./| gs.7.00.211.00/
Prasad, Musallahpur Hatt, Macchli Bazar, | Raghu Math Prasad under khesra survey plot no 57, kahata no | 31.05.2024 | ps 530091000
Mahendr P.5-KadamKuan, Patna-800007 | 76, thana no .2, tauzi no 228, municipal survey plot no 759, 760 Rs 10.40 202.00

VoL - . & T61(part). sheel no. 105, circle no 36, ward no 13(old), 48 :
2. amt K K Wio-V K . -
Musaliahpur Haft, Macehii Bagar. |(neW). holding no 157 (old), 59/3/164,236/168 (new) situated at
Mahendru P.S-KadamKuan, Paina-800007 | Mauza musallahpur p.s pirbahore, patna area admeasuring 2 ¥4
i ru S . katthas and bounded by: Morh-govt road, South- house of
Branch - Shrikrishna Nagar Laxmi Dubey & others, East- house of Sita Ram., Wesl-
house of Laxmi Dubey & others.

2. | 1. Dolly Kumari, W/o Sunil Kumar Raw Clo | Land With Building Thereon In Mame Of Dolly Kumari Slo Sr| 01.05.20197 | Rs. 8 50 183,30/

Jai Prakash Singh, V.K.S Nagar Road No | Raj Kishore Prasad Rao Rio Maghra Sarai , P.s Deepnaga| 30.06.2024 | R 2 18 840,22/

Biharsharif Malanda , Vacant Plot Situated At New Etwarpur
West Of Railway Line Mauza — Vishnupur Pakri , Ps
FPhulwansharif Faina Thana Mo 31 tauzi No 5331 Khata No 240
Khesra No 858 (p) Total Land Area 0.3 Kathha Bounded By:
Morth-6 Ft Branch Rasia, South- House Of Jainandan Kai, Easi-
House Of Nij Pattidar West- House OFf Shankar Prasad

Rs.10,78.023.52

Stand, Disti- Patna (Bihar), Pin-B00004

2. Mr. Deepak Kumar, S/o Dhrub Prasad,
Langer Toli, Nala Road, Near Tempo
Stand, Distt- Patna (Bihar) Pin-800004

Branch - Shrikrizshna Magar

3. | 1. Sn Pramod Pandey, S/o Ram Sudar | Land With Building Thereon In Name Of Chum Chum Devi Win | 15.04.2024/ | Re 5 18 335,35/
Pandey, Vill Amba PO- Amba,|Pramod Kumar Panday Situated At Plot No..530 , Kahata No 50, | 30.06.2024 | ps 30,156.07/
Aurangabad-824111. Thana Mo 470, Tauzu No. 2892 Area 0.780 Decimal Situated At Rs.5.48.491.42
2. Smt. Chumchum Dewi, W/o Pramod | Mauza Amba P.s - Kutumba, North-10t Road, South- House Of
Pandey, Vill: Amba PS - Amba, |Ram Subhag Singh, East- Ram Subhag Singh., West- House
Aurangabad-824111 of Yamuna Sao
M G Road Branch:-Aurangabad

4. | 1. Mr. Pramod Tiwarl, Sio Baliram Tiwarl, | Land and Building standing in the name of Sri Baliram Tiwari| 28.02.2024 / | Rs. §.20.993.00/
Siddharth Magar, Pani Tanki Road, Near | situated at Mauza- Anaith, Thana- Ara, Block- Ara, Distt-| 28.02.2024 | gz as571/)
Zero Mile, Post Anaith, Arrah, Distl- | Bhojpur, Old Ward no-17, Nigam Ward Mo 43, New khata No Rs.6.34 564.00
Bhojpur {Bihar) 802302 54 (Mot Final), Old Khata no-102, New Khesra No 3473, Oid
2. Mr. Baliram Tiwar, Sfo Late Nandlal |khesra No 1639 having area admeasuring 1.875 Decimal l.e
Trwari, Siddharth Nagar, Pani Tanki Road, | 12 dhur and bounded as: North: Nij Lekhyakari, South: Digar
MNear Zera Mile. Post Anaith, Arrah. Distt- | Baidar, East: Private Rasta, West: Amar Koiri
Bhojpur{Bihar) 802302
Branch: Arrah.

5. | 1. Mr. Rahman Faisal, Flat No- 797 Mohiuddin | All Piece and Parcel of land and Building admeasuring abount| 29.07.2018/ | Rs.9,79.979.47/
Enclave, Kautilya Nagar, BMP Road, Raja | 2415 sqft along with Construction thereon located at Mauza-| 31.05.2024 | pe 5 18, 396,00/
Bazar, FO-B.V College. PATNA-800014 | Kumhrar Muhalla- Kautilya Magar, Survey Thana - Fhulwan Rs. 14 96.375.37
2 Mr. Fahad Rahman, Flat No- 797 |sharf, Present Thana Gardanibagh Sub Registry office, Dist-

Mohiuddin Enclave, Kautilya Nagar, BMP | Patna bearing survey Plot no-12 holding no- 208/220¢ within the
Road, Raja Bazar, PO- BV College, |Junsdiction of PMC. Bounded as follows:- North- Plot No, 154,
PATHA- 800014, South-Road, Eazt- Plot Mo, 175, West - Road

Branch: - Shrikrishna Nagar

6. | 1. Mr. Vinay Kumar, Slo Sri Sipahi Thakur, At | Land and building having Area 1 Katha in the name of Sri Sipahi| 10.01.2024/ | Rs.7.28 501.77/
C/71 Near Kali Mandir, Hanuman Nagar | Thakur son of Late Sudama Thakur situated at Mohalla —| 30.06.2024 | ge 23 15050/
Kankarbagh, Patna 800020, Kankarbagh Colony, K — Sector, P.S. — Patrakamagar, Dist. Rs.7.51 65227
2. Mr. Sipahi Thakur, S/o Late Sudama |Patna beaning Ward No. 45, Circle No. 50A, Plot No. C-71,

Thakur, At C/71 Near Kali Mandir, Hanuman | Hanuman Nagar, Kankarbagg, Patna Holding Neo. 77 1/3/C{old)
Magar Kankarbagh, Patna 800020 B&8 (naw) and bounded as under: North = Road, South- Plot
Branch:- Kankarbagh Main Road No. 70, East- RajKumarSharma, Plot No, 71, West - K 180,

7. | 1. Mr. Dhrub Prasad, S/o Late Laala Ram, | All that Piece and Parcef of land and Bullding admeasuring| 01.05.2019/ | Rs 4 49 506.03/

Langer Toli, MNala Road, Near Tempo |about 18.5 Dhurs, situsted at Mouza- Kajipur Virpur, Mohalla-| 31.05.2024 | g 1 95 129.97/

Langar Toll, P.5- Kadamkuan, District- patna Bearing Survey No
842, Khatla no-104/1, Tauzi no- 4, Ward no. 42, Circle no. 28,
Khesra Survey Plot No. 26, Sheel No. 70 and Holding No.
227/188. Bounded as follows:- Morth- House of Kapit Prasad,
South- Gali, East- Sheo Babu & brothers, Weasl- Sohral Sao.

Rs.6.45,636.00

Place: Patna

As per section 13 (13) of the Act, on receipt of this notice you are restrained [ prevented from disposing of or dealing with the
above securities without the consent of the bank. Your attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the
SARFAESI in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Authorised Officer
Union Bank of India
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

My Son’s correct name is Arnav
Kumar instead of Arnav Uttreja
whichis wrongly mentionedin
his school records,S/0-Kapil
Kumar,H.no.284,Paschim-Vihar
Extension,DDA Janta-Flats
Madipur Delhi-63.

0040739840-5

Itis for general information that
l,yashka,D/o Mohd Arif
Hussain,R/0 G-715/14,3rd
Floor,Jaitpur-Extension Part-
2,Gali.No.-14,Badarpur, Delhi-
110044,declare that name of
my father and mother has been
wrongly written as Arif
Hussain and Gudiain my
educational documents.The
actual name of my father and
mother are Mohd Arif Hussain
and Mobin Begum respectively
and they may be known with
theiractual nameinall
respect. 0040739816-10

Itis for general information that
I,Prem Dass,S/0
Bichchu,Presently residing
at,H.No-474,Sector-6,R.K.
Puram,New Delhi,Delhi-
110022.Permanently,residing
at,Nadipar
Katra,Mauranipur,Jhansi,Uttar
Pradesh-284204 declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Vishavnath
inmy Arms Licence No-
SDLC/7/2006/14. The actual
name of my fatheris Bichchu.

0040739809-6

Itis for general information that
I,PankajBagri,S/O Surender
Kumar,R/0,H.N0-10824.Gali No-
16,Pratap-Nagar,Delhi-
110007,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Pankajin my voter ID Card
No. MMX0633883 and SC Caste
Certificate No. 148629.The
actual name of mine is Pankaj
Bagri. 0040739816-8

Itis for general information that
I,DEVKI,W/0 Pankaj Nimesh,R/0
J-1326\Vijay-Nagar,Sector-9
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201009. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as SANJANA In my minor son
namely Bhavya Nimeshin his
10th-class marksheet cum
certificate educational and
birth-certificate no-GHANN-
2008-031610- 86-50-148.The
actual-name of mine is DEVKI,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040739816-9

I,hitherto known Bharti,w/o-
Pankaj Rathore,R/0-F15,
mohan baba-nagar tajpur-
road,badarpur border,new
delhi-110044,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Bharti Rathore.

0040739837-5

I,ZAINAB BATOOL,D/O-AMIR
HASNAIN,R/0O-A-312,
GALI.NUMBER-15,3RD-FLOOR
BRIJPURI-GOKALPUR,NORTH-
EAST,DELHI-110094,IS HERE-
BY,DECLARE THAT BATOOL IS
NOW-WRITTEN AS GIVEN-
SURNAME IN MY PASSPORT
AND CONSIDERED AS ZAINAB
BATOOL,for all,future
purposes. 0040739816-6

LVipin Kumar S/0 Ramji Dass
R/0 A-11,Inder Prashta,
Apartment Sector-14,Rohini
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Vipin Saggar.

0040739840-2

I,Vikas @Vikas Punia,S/o Sh.Vir
Bhan R/0-1445\Vijay-
Nagar,ward.No.24, Jind-
126102(Haryana),is also Known
as Vikas Punia both-name are
of one-person the same-
person. 0040739809-4

I,Sunita Drall W/o Ashok
Kumar,R/0 Village Neelwal, PO-
Tikri Kalan Mundka Delhi-
110041,have changed my name
Sunita for all purposes.

0040739851-1

I,Shreyansh Birendravinita S/o
Birendra Kumar Singh R/o C-2,
Flat no.2521, Vasant Kunj,Delhi-
110070, have changed my name
to Shreyansh Singh.

0040739840-1

I,Shashi Kumar S/o Om Prakash
R/o H.No.87/\Village-
Bakoli,Delhi-110036, in my
son’s school-records his name
was written as Pragyan,
whereas his correct name is
Pragyan Gautam.

0040739840-10

,SHOAB AHMAD,S/0O-JAMIL
AHMED,R/O-TUGLAKABAD
VILLAGE,HOUSE.NO.753,
GALI.NO.15 CHHURIYA
MOHALLA JAITPUR SOUTH
EAST DELHI-110044,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHOYAB AHMED. 0040739837-4

I,SHABBIR KHAN,son of,Sarif
Khan,residing at,House.No-352
At-Nainana jat Dist-Agra State-
Uttarpradesh PIN-282001,have
changed my name,from
SABBIR KHAN to SHABBIR
KHAN vide-Affidavit dated-
15.05.2024. 0040739809-9

ILSANJEEV BAISOYA,S/O
SH.PRAKASH CHAND,H.NO-6,
IST FLOOR, ALIGANI, KOTLA
MUBARAKPUR,NEW DELHI-
110003,Changed my minor son
name from AARAV to AARAV
BAISOYA, permanently.

0040739850-2

I,LSAGAR YOGESH S/O RAVINDRA
KUMAR, ADDRESS-16/417-418,
JOSHI ROAD KAROL BAGH
DELHI-110005,HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO YOGESH SAGAR.

0040739816-1

I, Mukesh Kumar Sharma S/o
Mahendra Sharma, R/0:RZF-
432, Raj Nagar Part-1l, Palam
Colony, New Delhi-110077 Have
Changed My Name to Mukesh
Sharmafor all Purposes.

0070914137-1

I,RAVI BANSAL S/O SURESH
KUMAR R/0 435, WARDNO.18,
GALINO.1,UTTAM-NAGAR,
GOHANA, SONIPAT, HARYANA-
131301. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO RAVI.  0040739809-3

I,Preety Kharbanda W/o
Harmeet Singh R/0.H.N0.2462,
Basti Punjabian Roshanara
Road Delhi110007, have
changed my name to Preeti
Sarna. 0040739840-6

l,Praveen Kumar Rastogi,S/o
Late Shree Radhy Shyam
Rastogi,R/0 M-73B,Malviya-
Nagar New-Delhi-110017,have
changed my name to Praveen
Rastogi. 0040739840-3

I,Poonam,W/0 Amardeep singh
rawat,R/0-B-72 Subhash Park
Extension Uttam-Nagar D.k
Mohan Garden,west delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Poonam rawat. 0040739850-7

,NAWAZ MOHD KHAN,S/O-AYAZ
MOHD KHAN,R/O
02, MOHAMMADPURBARWALA
GESUPUR,BARWALA,
BULANDSHAHR, SIANA, UTTAR
PRADESH-245403,Have
Changed My Name,From
NAWAZ MOHA KHAN To NAWAZ
MOHD KHAN. 0040739850-1

ILNitin Sinha,S/0 Raviansh
Kumar Sinha,R/0 130 SFS
Flats,Ashok Vihar Phase-
3,Shakti Appartments.Ashok
Vihar,North West Delhi,Delhi-
110052,have changed the name
of my minor daughter Iva aged
6-years and She shall hereafter
be known as Iva Jain Sinha.

0040739816-11

I,Neha Manghani,D/0-Neel Kant
Datta,R/0-Flat.No.-703, Tower
Tulip,Divine Meadows, sector-
108, Gautam Budh
Nagar,UP,have changed my
name to Neha Datta,for all
purposes. 0040739837-8

I,Naresh Jasoria S/o Inder Raj
R/0RZ-H/74,Gali No.9,Raghu
Nagar,Delhi have changed my
name to Naresh Kumar Jasoria.

0040739837-1

I,Monika Sharma w/o
Brajeshwer bhushan,R/0 A-27A
Maharani Enclave,Hastsal vill,
Uttam Nagar,New Delhi-
110059,Have changed my name
Monika Sharma to Monika
Sinha. 0040739850-6

I,Mohd. Usman,S/o0 Akbar
Khan,R/0H.N0.1024/5,Pipal
Wali Gali Patel-Nagar
Gurgaon-Vihar Lakkarpur,
Haryana,have changed my
nameto Usman Khan.

0040739809-5

I,Mohd Rashid s/o Mohd Irfan
Qureshi,R/0 H.No 1028,Rajan
Street, Farash Khana,Delhi
110006.Have changed my name
Mohammad
Rashid,permanently.

0040739816-3

I,MUKESH JAIN S/0 BHOPAL
SINGH JAIN R/O D-
115,SAKET,MEERUT
CANTT,MEERUT,UTTAR
PRADESH-250001.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
MUKESH KUMAR JAIN.

0040739837-9

1,LJYOTI W/O ARJUN DABAS R/O
661,VILLAGE LADPUR, DELHI-
110081.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO JYOTI DABAS FOR ALL
PURPOSES. 0040739840-7

I,Harsh S/0 Vijay Kumar R/O RZ-
732/2 Puran Nagar Palam
Village Delhi-110045,Have
Change My Name From Harsh
ToHarsh Kumar. 0040739850-3

I,DHANANJAI KUMAR
PANDEY,S/O-CHANDRA PRATAP
PANDEY,R/0-206,SHIPRA-
APARTMENT NEAR-EDM
KAUSHAMBI,| E
SHAIBABAD,GHAZIABAD,UTTA
R PRADESH-201010,HAVE
CHANGE MY NAMETO
DHANANJAI PANDEY,FORALL
PURPOSE. 0040739851-3

I,Ashutosh,S/0-Shri Parhlad
Rai,R/0O-Pocket-8/85-86,First
Floor,Sector-24,Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
to Ashutosh Garg.

0040739851-5

I,Ashok Kumar Drail W/o Dilip
Singh,R/0 Village-Neelwal, PO-
Tikri Kalan Mundka Delhi-
110041,have changed my name
Ashok Kumar,for all purposes.

0040739851-2

l,Alisha Khan,W/o Raju,R/0
Plot.No.-189,Flat.No.-G-2,B-
Bklock,Shalimar-Garden,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,U.P-
201005 have changed my name
from Alisha Khan to Mohini
Mehta,for all future purposes.

0040739809-1

I,ANIL KUMAR,S/0O RAM RICHH
PAL,H.NO-185-C, MAYUR-VIHAR
PHASE-1, POCKET-1,
PATPARGANJ, DELHI-
0110091,have changed my
name to ANIL SINGLA, for
all,future purpose.

0040739840-4

I,AMANDEEP SHARMA,W/0
PRASHANT SHARMA,R/O-A-
190,NEAR LAVKUSH PUBLIC
SCHOOL,G.D COLONY,MAYUR
VIHAR,PHASE-3,EAST DELHI-
110096,have changed my name
to AMANDEEP KAUR.

0040739850-5

I,AARTI KALRA,W/O VIPIN
DHINGRA R/O HOUSE NO-L-
207,MODEL TOWN ,REWARI,
HARYANA-123401,have
changed my name to AASHU
DHINGRA Permanently.

0040739837-2

I, hitherto known as RASHI
LALWANI ALIAS DIMPLE
CHANCHLANI D/O RAMESH
CHANCHLANI W/0 KAPIL
LALWANIR/O A2/17,
JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI-110058
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
RASHILALWANI. 0070914188-1

I, hitherto known as RAHUL S/0O
SH. CHHATAR PAL R/O HOUSE
NO. C-337, NEARROOP
KRISHNA PUBLIC SCHOOL,
SHAHBAD DAIRY,NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110042 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RAHUL
CHAUDHARY. 0070914182-1

I, Surendra Kumar s/o Krishan
Kumar, R/0 T-2580, Gali No.21A,
Vishwakarma Marg, Baljeet
Nagar, New Delhi-110008 have
changed my name to Surender
Kumar. 0040739811-1

I, Sukhdev Singh S/o Baldev
Singh Saini R/o WZ-197/5A, Gal
No-3, Virender Nagar, Delhi-
110058 have changed my name
to Sukhdev Singh Saini

0070914166-1

I, Sheenu w/o Awadh Narayan,
R/0 A-283, Sudershan Park,
New Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Seenu
Kharwar. 0040739811-4

I,HARISH KUMAR S/0 PURAN
CHAND,House N0.418,SECTOR
07,GOHANA,Haryana-
131301,Have Changed My
Minor Son’s Name RAGHAV TO
RAGHAV BAJAJ, Permanently.

0040739850-4

I,Ghulam Kibriya,S/0 Kasim,
R/0-138,Sultanpur, Sultan
Pur,South Delhi,Delhi-
110030,have changed my name
to Gulam Kibriya,Correct Date-
of-birth.25.07.1966,for
all,future purposes.

0040739816-4

I, Sharuti Behl W/o Sh. Rakesh
Kumar Behl, R/0 J-1, Vishnu
Garden, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-18,
have changed my nameto
Shruti Behl for all future
purposes. 0040739756-1

I, Sarajuddin S/o0 JummaR/0 87,
Kamruddin Nagar, Mandhyaee
Sardhana, Meerut have
changed my name to
Sirajuddin. 0070914172-1

I, Sanyam S/o Pradeep Bhagat
R/o Flat-202, Tower-19, Lotus
Boulevard, Sector-100, Noida,
UP-201304 have changed my
name to SANYAM BHAGAT for
all future purposes.

0070914136-1

I,Gagan Kumar Gupta,S/o Anil
Kumar Gupta, R/0-5/32,
Sikatter Bagh, Farrukhabad,
UP,have changed my name to
Gagan Gupta, for all purposes.

0040739837-7

I,EX-N0-9099476A,NK(TS)Mohd
ShokatS/0 LatifLohar R/O
Tangdar, Tehsil-Karnah,
District-Kupwara. In my
service records name and DOB
of my sonand wife has been
wrongly mentioned son as
Abuzar D/O/B 29/10/2011 Wife
as Naida Bana D/O/B
12/10/1986 instead of son as
Aman Shokat D/0O/B 29/10/2012
wife as Naida Bano D/O/B
01/06/1985 as in education
certificates.It needs
corrections. Objections be
filled to unit 10 JAKLI.

0020478789-1

I,Durgesh Gupta,D/o Chandra
Shekhar Gupta,W/o Titu Gupta
R/0-584/86,Arjun Gali,Vishwas
Nagar, Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Sanjana
Gupta. 0040739837-6

I,Deep Chand S/0O Chhabil Dass
R/0,F-68 Second floor Kalkaji
Ji,New Delhi-110019,Have
changed my Name to Deepak
Garg Permanently

0040739809-2

I, Sanjeev Arora s/o Late Madan
Lal Arora, R/0 MG-1/69, Second
Floor, Vikas Puri, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to SanjivArora. 0040739811-2

I, Nilesh Mankare S/o Dayaram
Mankare R/o Flat N0.503,
Tower-N7,Royal Nest,
Techzone-1V, Greater Noida
West, UP-201318 have changed
the name to NILESH DAYARAM
MANKARE for all purposes.

0070914162-1

I, Nakhat Parween W/o Mirza
Mosharraf Alam R/o K-2-A, Flat
No,103, Abul Fazal Enclave,
Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-110025
have changed my name from
Nakhat Parveen Mirza to
NAKHAT PARWEEN for all
future purposes and legal
documents. 0040739739-1

I, MOHAMMAD NADEEM S/0
MOHD YUSUF R/O 124 GALI
BANDOOK WALI AJMERI GATE
DELHI-110006, have changed
my name to MOHD NADEEM
Permanently 0070914123-1

I, Lalit Kumar Uppal S/o Late Sh.
Vidya Prakash Uppal R/o AD-
12C, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-
110088 declares that Lalit
Kumar S/o Sh. Vidya Prakash,
Lalit Uppal S/o Sh. Vidya
Prakash Uppal and Lalit Kumar
Uppal S/o Sh. Vidya Prakash
Uppal are name of one and the
same person. My original name
is Lalit Kumar Uppal S/o Sh.
Vidya Prakash Uppal and there
isno fraud or
misrepresentation in making
this affidavit. 0070914195-1

I, Chandra Shekhar Chandak
alias Shekhar Chandak alias
Chander Sekhar Chandak alias
Chander Shekhar S/o Brijlal
Chandak R/0 2602, 26th Floor,
Tower-C2, Cleo County,Sec-121,
Noida, G.B.Nagar, UP-201301,
Have changed my nameto
Chandar Chandak. Henceforth,
I would be known by the name
of Chandar Chandak for all
future purposes. 0070914138-1

I, Avadh Narayan s/o Ram Milan,
R/0 A-283, Sudershan Park,
New Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Awadh
Narayan. 0040739811-3

I VIPIN KUMAR S/0 DILBAG RAI
R/0.HOUSE NO-L-207,MODEL
TOWN,REWARI, HARYANA-
123401, have changed my name
to VIPIN DHINGRA
Permanently.

0040739837-3

I, Ankita Harplani D/o Sh. Arun
Kumar Gupta and W/o Sh.
Gaurav Harplani R/0 160, 1st
Floor,Block 6, Ramleela
Ground, Subhash Nagar,
Subhash Nagar West, P.O.
Tagore Garden, Delhi-110027
have changed my name from
Ankita Guptato Ankita
Harplani, vide affidavit number
IN-DL95888940309130W, dated-
19.07.2024, before Judicial
Magistrate Faridabad, for all
future purposes. 0040739742-1

I, Ankita Chaudhary w/0 Vikram
Ranar/o0 180, Vijay Nagar,
Chhipi Tank, Meerut-250001
have changed my nameto
ANKITA RANA. 0040739770-1

I, Amit Sharma S/o Vishnu
Prasad Sharma R/0 805/N1,
Supertech Czar, Omicron-1,
Greater Noida U.P.,have
changed my daughter name
from Kiara Sharmato Radhya
Sharma for all future purposes.

0070914178-1

I, Ajitesh Kumar S/o Anil Kumar
Dubey R/0 C-3 Sharda Puri,
Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-110015,
have changed my nameto
Ajitesh Dubey for all future
purposes. 0040739749-1

I, ASHIKA SINGH R/0 F-
4049,Gaur Green City, Vaibhav
Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad- 201014, UP have
changed my name to ANSHIKA
SINGH. 0070914124-1

I, ASGHARI, W/0 Anees Ahmed,
R/0 3175, Phatak Teliyan,
Turkman Gate, Delhi-110006,
have changed my nameto
ASGARI, forall purposes.

0040739737-1

I, AKANSHA KHANNA, W/O
SAGAR BHASIN, R/0 E-202,
FIRST FLOOR, NEW RAJINDER
NAGAR, RAJENDER NAGAR,
CENTRAL DELHI-110060, have
changed my name to AKANSHA
KHANNA BHASIN for all future
purposes 0070914158-1

I, Kusam Devi W/o late Naresh
Kumar R/o A-502/2, Shastri Nagar,
North West, Delhi 110052 have
changed my name to Kusum Devi
for all future purposes.

0070914177-1

I, Sachin Varshney S/o Santosh
Kumar Gupta, R/0 M1 block
Gyan Sarovar, Near Ramesh
Vihar Road, Koil, Aligarh, UP-
202001 have changed my name
to Sachin Kumar Gupta.

0070914119-1

I, SIDHARTH KACHROO S/0 SHRI
PUSHKAR NATH KACHROO R/O
J-42,4TH FLOOR, GAUR
GRANDUER, SECTOR-119,
NOIDA, DISTT-GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR, U.P.-203207, have
changed my name from
SIDHARTH KACHROO to
SIDDHARTH KACHROO.
henceforth I would be known
by the name of SIDDHARTH
KACHROO for all future
purposes. 0070914170-1

I, Nitya Rajan W/o0 Sumit Gaur
R/o Flat N0.1905, Tower-4,
Panchsheel Wellington,
Crossing Republic, Ghaziabad,
UP-201016 have changed my
nameto NITYA GAUR for all
future purposes. 0070914135-1

I,AMIR HASNNAIN,S/O RAHAT
ALI,R/0,A-312,GALI NUMBER-
15,3RD-FLOOR BRIJPURI
GOKALPURNORTH EAST,DELHI-
110094,have changed my name
to AMIR HASNAIN,for all,future
purposes. 0040739816-5

I, Mehtab S/o0 Noor Mohammad
R/o Incholi, Meerut, UP have
changed my name to Mehtab
Ahmad. 0070914173-1

I, Kavinder S/o-Chandrapal,
Address-G-53/Cblock G
Harkesh nagar Delhi 110020,
changed my name to Kavinder
Kasana.

0040739816-2

I, Nitesh Kumar R/0 F-381, Hari
Nagar Extn.-3, Badarpur, Delhi-
110044 have changed the name
of my minor son Ansh,aged 13
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Shreyansh

0070914165-1

I, D.K.KANVARIA, Son of Shri
H.P.Kanvaria, resident of C-164,
Millennium Apartment, Sector-
18, Rohini, New Delhi-110089,
am the same Person known as
Darmender Kumar Kanvaria or
Dharmender Kumar Kanvaria
as per Aadhaar.

0070914131-1

| Tarun/ Tarun Chandak S/o
Chander Shekhar Chandak R/o
2602, 26th Floor, Tower-C2, Cleo
County,Sec-121, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201301, Have
changed my name to Taruun
Chaandak for all future
Purposes. 0070914139-1

| Pradeep Nailwal S/0, Tara Datt
Nailwal R/0J-1501, AjnaraLe
Garden, Gh-02, Greater Noida
West, Gautam Budh Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh Pin-201306 have
changed my name to Pradeep
Chand Nailwal. 0040739777-1

INeha w/0 Chandan Bhatia R/o
678, first floor, GH-13, Paschim
Vihar Delhi-87, Have changed
my name to Neha Bhatia for all
purposes. 0070914175-1

IMeraj Unnisa Alias Syed
Meeraj Unnisa Alias Syed
Merajunnisa D/o Syed
Magdoom Pasha and W/o Syed
Sameer PashaR/0 4-6-216/1,
Prakash Nagar, Muncipality,
Khammam (Urban), Khammam
Telangana-507001, have
changed my name to
Merajunnisa Begum

0070914160-1

| Km Kanhchan Chaudhary D/o
Surendra Pal Singh W/o
Vijendra Kumar R/o Flat No.102,
F-8/F-13A, Gali No.28, Madhu
Vihar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Kanchan
forall purposes. 0040739743-1

According to my 10th
marksheet,the spelling of
my,name is “SOURABH
SINGHAL”,which should be
changedto “SAURABH
SINGHAL” and my,full name
should also be considered as
DR.SAURABH SINGHAL as well,
S/0 AVDESH SINGHAL, R/0.Flat.
No G-01, T-10,Amarpali Grand,
Sector Zeta-1, Gautam-
Buddha-Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201301. 0040739816-7

epaper.indianexpress.com

I Hitherto Known As Yogesh
Pensia S/0O Tansukh Ram,
Residing At Ward No. 2,4HH
Mahiyanwali, Sriganganagar
Rajasthan 335002, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Hereafter Be Known As Yogesh
Chaudhary. 0050246498-1

I Apurva Shuklaresident of
white house, Bangermau
Unnao have changed my
daughter’s name from Aarima
to Aarima Shukla vide Affidavit
dt 22 July 24. 0070914116-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Sachin Singh S/o Shri R.P Singh
R/019/401, Satyam Khand,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, have
lost my original Allotment
letter, Disb. no. 15428 dated-
13.10.2000. FIRNO
20240000602769 has been made
on 20.07.2024, if found then
contactatthe above address-

0070914191-1

I,Ravinder Singh Chopra,S/0-
Late Shri J.S. Chopra,R/0-99-
B,Pocket Iv,Near Durga
Temple,Mayur Vihar Phase-
1,Delhi had lost my Registry of
my SHOP NO.08B,on Ground
Floor The Mall,Scottish
Gardens situated at Ahinsa
Khand-Il,Indirapuram,if found
please contact SANDEEP
BANSAL # 92056 69939

0040739851-4

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

OTHERS

JOIN OUR TEAM AT
®"
VISIONIAS

MEPIRIHNG IMMOVATIOMN

1. CONTENT DEVELOPER
2. ENGLISH-HINDI
TRANSLATOR
(PRIOR EXPERIENCE)

|
English / f&i

Work Mode

Offline
Only

Desired Skills

& Experience with the Chil
Sarvices (Main| exomination

W Strong ressarch-ond
analytical skills

@ Ability fo oreate engaging
and educotional content

@ Excellant writtan

communicotion and
prasentation skills

Howr o Apply

Email your updated resume at
recruitment@visionias.in

boin YISIONIAS to innovate and
shape the fulure sf oivll sarvice
preparation.

Be port of o feom dedicated
towards excellence in
gducotingl research and Civil

Sarvices preparation

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Jagdish Sharma S/O Late Ram
Lal Sharma & Smt. Sunita Sharma W/O
Jagdish Sharma both Resident of House no.
R-Z-66A, Sita Puri Part-1, Gali no. 10,
Palam Village, S.0., South-West Delhi-
110045 severe all relations & debar their
son Neeraj Sharma and his wife Anita
Kumari from all movable & immovable
properties, due to their misconduct,
misbehavior and immoral attitude. My
Clients & their family members & relatives
will not be responsible for their any acts in
future whatsoever. Anybody deal with them
shall do at his/her own cost and risk.
Sd/-
MANOJ KUMAR
Advocate
Ch. No. 917, Rohini Court Complex,
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large that
I am Surender Kumar, S/o Sh. Kanhaiya
Lal, R/o C-1/995, Madangir, New Delhi-
110062, (Mob. No. 9350230693), Builder
Buyer Agreement and Allotment Letter of
the property bearing Unit No. 429, 4th
Floor at Project Trade9, Cloud9 Towers,
Vaishali Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh are theft
from my home. FIR already registered
bearing FIR No. 80078259/2024 before the
Police Station E-Police Station (Ambedkar
Nagar, South District), District Crime
Branch, Delhi on dated 21.07.2024.

It is further informed to the public at large
that if anyone found said documents in
respect of the above property, kindly
contact concerned police station or me.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public #atice. in respect of antina
budt-up Fraehald Property bearing
Mo, 161, measunng 140 =q. yards,
sityatad af Kailash Hills. East of
keadash, Mew Dethi-110065,

Thal my chanl” S48 SUBHASH
CHANDER ABRCORA -alias S50
Arord, son of Late Shri Téak Raj
Ao regidanl al 167, Kalash Hills,
Easl ol Kadash, Maw Dalli-1100865,
ig the soke-and absolule cwner and
in physical preaession of the entine
built-up. Freehald Propesty bearing
Mo. 161, measunng 140 &q. yards,
situated 81 Kailash Hills. East of
Kailash, Waw Delthi-110065,
comprising of Bazamend, Ground
Floor, First Floor-and Sacond Floor
with tarrace thereon, afong with
frachald ownership rghls 0 the
langl undermeath. Furlhes, declane
thal the s propery 1S free from
dispules, galions, changes, sans,
price sale, gift. manigage, will, prios
agreament, HUF, acquisiticn,
altachmerts  in the decres af any
caurt, courd  injuncticn and other
anCUmbrances whalsoever.

i anybady hes any claim. against,
into-ar wpon tha sead property ar any
pat thareod by virue of =ale, giff,
will, mherstance, agreamant,
confract, morigage, HUF, lien,

charges eic of Glherwise
horestagver and whalsoeder nalune
is heseby required 1o nalify b
same  in writing aleng  wilh

Supparing  documéanis, if - any,
evpdencing o lhe undersigned
within 15 daye, from the date aof
putication of this Motce, failing
which my chent shall conciude 1he
ownership of the sad proparty,
thareafier, the obgactions! claims. if
army. shall ba consdered a5 waved
aref abandoned and shad not ba
brimdireg wpan my client

AMIT ANAND, Advocate

Enrol. No, D-14522003]

PUBLIC HOTICE
RTIGE 5 herely green that Mrs. Rerdinder
Ranr [hercaiatier sefared Baoas he ssd

Martgapare/Bremwers), & pircdacing Ealirg
First Flooe {mifoat roal rights) bt an
Progety Mo WI-233, an Piol N B07104
afmesunig 150 &g, ', Wikage Tikar,
ailiEtad 8k S Naosr, il Basd, Nes Daihi
(hessinather referred 1p as the said propary)
from Mrs_Zurinder Baor who is it's acsolon
fwrier vice Sake Depnl dated 03091365
fepd. &% Documet 8o 3519 read wilh
Refinguishment - Jead dasted [6.113022
bearnizg Dac. ha, 9065 & Rechiiicptos Dead
dated 75 043025 bagmg e, Ma, 10736
Ife Binrgwsr mil cresle morigage in rRapec
of the sad srapay i Teeeur ol s cleets
IBFC Firsk Bank L., ¥ Apor Expraszs
Boidimg, 2-10. Batadsr Skah Tald Marg,
T [ | 1D

finy persen, body, indridusd, msbtutien
hawmg any claim and/ar ijecom in respect
off I 5] progerty by way ol sale eachaage
leasb, lean, morigage, chiage, encomieesce
gift, Erasl, aasement, =aInbERance
interitanin tstamontary degosibog - o
ofRprmine o baving m [heir utody am |1
tecumeris perfsnng lo (he s2id peepemy
shall cammunicate the same b2 the
urdersigrad at qur addeess within 10 days
fmm the pebbcation aof s nelicd with
decimanisry Svdence-in supper Traneal
fading wiich 8l the tem, of such PECEN
shall - ba censidered 12 have Bean waned
ardior abandaned. Aoy ohjeclions el
atter the compiefns of 1he 10 d2ys shall A
e brandan g upan 1 B3k progerty or my claset
Shwela Garg (Advecabe)

k-38, Bailzsh Colory, Mew Delhi-120048
Tel oo 91-1145774545

PUBLIC MOTICE
To be knoan oo s thal my cSam
Mr. Sachin Goval Sl Shei B.L. Goval
Ria 45, Bhama Shah Marg Opp. Kripal
Begh near Menak Piyas Gunidwars,
Werw Diglhi is the cwner of property Fiat
ni, 810, Fourth Flooe, Kondll Gharell,

30082011 In the name of Sachin
Goyal has been ksl &0 FIR of his
gffect has boan lodged vida LR Mo,
19463202024 de 18/07/2024. Any
person clalming any nighis, interest o
having any abjections may
righticontact my cliant at phone numiber
B3 2241545 within 15 deys from the
dade of puilication of this natice,
Acvorate Tushar Upadhyana
E No-D-5211023, Mab: D9ES81516T1
Ch. Wo. F-212 EE.D. Daki-32

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ity cliant Sk Bangal and his vede St
Garey Balo A0 HONo, 183 Gas Nn9
Ambedkar Bast Ghopda Ouelhi-110083
g distrarad © Esenlitled Sher s6n Mr
Mitish Kumar and his wife Sme. Aschans
Waidh, at precesd RAD H.Nao 183 Gat
Mo 8 Ambedkar Basti Ghonda el
170053, fram all thesr movelbi and

immuovabis propotties and abso senned
ail thair relations with them. &y cienl
sha® nol respansible ol any acls, deeds
and things dong Dy their abowé

mendianed son and g wile i hlure
ANy person deakeg =ath them shall be
doing %0 al’ hig own oUSIE, rgk and

CONSBqUENCAE.
Kumldeap Shasma [Adwcabe)
Ch.Ko.351 Paliala House Courds

New Dielhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tir @& &nirmn Lo af thal | Aeni Ewgin Wi
Late Shri PR Beasin A0 Flak no 314, TAE
(GHS LTDL Jda Apadmesd. Mof ko35
Sactor-1, Robml, Deihl 1 10085, bas appled
T coewsersion of The dloracsasd Hat tnoe
lege hald o s hold wide applcdtion
Drigiesal dotumends issued By e sociely of
the abmee sz2id Fet fa. Drigeal Slotment
Letier, Possnsson iefer, Smam Cartficaie
has tean lostfdisplaced, &0 FES-in this
ptten] hak Bean (djed n the Polca safio
o DEled €07/2024 Any Pargonis)
ciaming any righls, inlensi, hasng any
ahpchon o leued 0 possesios olongnal
documents, may wileconac with aboe
nemad person a5 shove podress or Deputy
Dieecior (GH} € Back Sacgad Aopr DDA
affite Vikds Sadan, T Moy Dol Wil e
15 days Tram: the d&ile of pubiclios of Bis
nmiice

PUBLIC NOTICE

"My clients, Smt. Kamlesh W/o Late
Sh. Prabhu Dayal R/o H.No.49,
Mohammadpur Village, South-West
Delhi, Delhi-110066, have severed all
their relations from their Son Hemraj and
his wife Sonam were disowned & debarred
them from all moveable and immovable
properties, assets and bank balances and
shall not be responsible for the acts,
deeds, ominous and things done by Shri
Hemraj and his wife Sonam in past,
present or future."
Omveer Singh
Advocate
Ch. No. 723 Saket Court
New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clents, 1, Ram Crander Gipta, 2. Shiv
Kumar, and 3. Haroer, al sors of Dy
Wand Gopta and Phooiwali, and
grandzons of tha Lale Janki Dass Gupla,
hersiry decians thak they are e leghimali
and rex 500501 Sha Daya Mand Gupla
anid Phookwat. My clents mase  this
deciraton in good ik and 1o the best of
their knowiadge and belief They
ackrowdednn Hal the deed of he family
will was -ewendad by their parents,
regslend under numbers 535 and 356,
dated 12,3.2014, They hereby deciara thal
Ui ] e g v ol | s e ' L

FErEs  mphimanyu [Advocate)

2n. Mo, 609, Sakel Courts, New Dethi-17

IPUBLIC NOTICE)|
|T|'r.= Grner ﬁ.ﬂic:slu:nlﬂ',nlfnn‘r-edllmll
my chants 5h. Dinesh Yerma Sio Late Sh |
{Bmy Monan Singh Verma Rin 26, Pyarss ali
IBRawan, Eam Nagar Gall We.,
{Pataman|, Mew Delhi has sevamd o)
[ refatiors with hig son Sk Prashant Yermal
||'I'IEITE|: 10 =l Al Verma due o s Dij:
joordoct. My abowe nemed dienl has S5
fdnwred and debamed his said 3on fram)
1al his movable and immavable properkes |
[yt daaling with Sh. Frashant Yermaj
Iafl da 55 al hisberihesd oun Rk and
(mespongbiites and my clent wil nad hei
|responsibla for sny acl, daed o daafing]
'IJ:'II'IEE:fEl'I.FI'EE-!'IEI'I| ¥erma

LAKSHAY LARCIYA :,ﬁd-.w;ucam]l

B2 Graured Floor, Maurya Encliue !

]

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Meghalaya
24 July 2012
On 24th July 2012, troops from the
210 CoBRA Battalion launched an
operation against insurgents in the
a Durama Ranges, PS-William Nagar,
East Garo Hills district. Led by Shaheed SI Pradeep Kumar, the troops
stealthily entered the jungle and began combing the area. Shaheed SI
Pradeep Kumar, leading the scouts, noticed suspicious movement in the
distance. He signaled the troops to stop and, with his small team,
crawled closer to the targets. As they approached, the insurgents
noticed them and opened fire. The troops retaliated, injuring one
insurgent. When the insurgents attempted to flee, Shaheed SI Pradeep
Kumar emerged from cover and pursued them. Despite being hit by a
bullet, he continued to chase and injure more insurgents before
sacrificing his life and attaining martyrdom. For his bravery and valor,
he was posthumously awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry by the
Honorable President of India.

Shaheed L/Nk

~—= | Kartar Singh
13-06-1951 To
#, 24-07-1987
; ",

Shaheed SI
Pradeep Kumar
20-07-1984 To

- 124-07-2012

'+ /210 CoBRA BN
Uttar Pradesh

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Punjab

24 July 1987

Shaheed L/Nk Kartar Singh, of 44
Battalion of CRPE was deployed in
Amritsar to assist the Punjab police
in combating terrorism. On July 24,
1987, while on area domination duty at Sultanwind Gate, the troops
were attacked by terrorists. In the ensuing exchange of fire, L/Nk
Kartar Singh fought valiantly until his last breath, sacrificing his life for

44 BN
N

Haryana

the nation.
Shaheed Head Constable] CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Maniram Jammu & Kashmir
12-05-1951 To 24 July 1999
24-07-1999 On 24th July 1999, troops from the
33 BN 33rd Battalion of the CRPF were
- Rajasthan conducting area domination in
: Doda, Jammu and Kashmir.

Militants lying in ambush opened an indiscriminate fire on them. The
troops immediately took positions and retaliated. In the fierce
encounter, Shaheed Head Constable Maniram sustained severe injuries.
Despite his injuries, he fought from the front and laid down his life for
the nation.

Shaheed Constable | CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Punjab
24 July 1988
On 24th July 1988, Constable
Hingole Kishan Gangaram was part
of a team from the 29th Battalion
. » TN - deployed to contain terrorism in
Punjab. The team, led by the Commandant of the 29th Battalion, was
tasked with raiding the farmhouse of Gurmukh Singh, suspected of
harboring terrorists in Pokporra village, Amritsar district.As they
approached the village, terrorists hiding in the farmhouse opened fire.
The raiding party retaliated effectively, forcing the terrorists, armed
with AK-47s, to hide behind a water channel. Ct Hingole Kishan
Gangaram bravely crawled 40-50 yards through the gunfire and killed
a terrorist named Satnam Singh, aka Satta. However, another terrorist
spotted him and inflicted multiple bullet injuries. Despite being
evacuated, Ct Hingole Kishan Gangaram later succumbed to his
injuries. For his gallantry and valor in the face of grave adversity, Ct
Hingole Kishan Gangaram was posthumously awarded the Police
Medal for Gallantry.

Shaheed Constable | CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Shankar Lal Barla |[Jammu and Kashmir
02-10-1979 To 24 July 2018

24-07-2018 The persistent and integrated
23 BN operational efforts of the CRPE in
Rajasthan collaboration with other security
forces, eliminated many prominent
terrorists. Frustrated by these setbacks, the terrorists planned a
cowardly attack on the troops. On 24th July 2018, the troops of the
23rd Battalion were deployed for the peripheral protection of the
secretariat in Pampori building near Punjab National Bank in Srinagar.
Terrorists, hiding at vantage points, hurled grenades and opened fire
on the troops. After recovering from the initial onslaught, the troops
countered with strong, targeted fire and swift maneuverability, causing
the terrorists to panic and flee, taking advantage of the crowd. In this
encounter, Constable Shankar Lal Barla sustained grievous bullet
injuries. He was immediately evacuated to Hospital, where he succumbed
to his injuries, making the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

Hingole Kishan
Gangaram

29 BN
Maharashtra

Office of DGM-01, PIU Song Dam, UPDCC Lid.
Ground Floor, Lakhwad Field Hostel,
Yamuna Colony, Dehradun-243001
E-Mail ID: songproject.gmi@gmail.com
Mational Competitive Bidding
e-Tender Motice
Ofiice of the DGM-01 {Civil), Song Dam Project, UPDCC Limited (A Gov
of Uttarakhand Construction Corporation), Yamuna Colony (Dehradun),
invites online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of bid is given as
below:
Owner's Engineer & Project Management Consultancy Services
for Dam Contract, Construction and Quality Control of Song Dam
Drinking Water Project, Dehradun, Uttarakhand
Bid Identification No:02/DGM-01/PIUS/UPDCC/2024-25

UredC
Ll

Bid Security (in lacs) | 64.86

Date of availability of bid document on | 24.07.2024 11:00 AM
website | onwards

Date of Pre-Bid Meating 27.07 2024 12:00 PMonwards

Lastdate for submission of bids on website OF 08,2024 il UE:_EI{I P
Date of opening of Technical Bids | 08.08.2024 3:00 PM

B

For full -& further details, kindly wvisit e-prnc:uremeﬁt pa&:a.ui ”http:.".f"
uktenders,gov.in™

Deputy General Manager-01 {Civil)

Office of the Director General of Police

Police Computer Wing, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Tth Floor, M.5. Building, Bengaluru 560001,

Tel No.22353871 E-mail: adgppow@ksp.gov.in

MNo. 20/STS/ADGP/PCW/2024-25 Dated: 18.07.2024

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF Dr. SURENDER
MOHIT SINGH, DJ-01, EAST, KKD,
COURTS DELHI

P1 Mr. Benjamin Gomes S/o Late Sh. Dilip
Gomes R/o 85, 1* Floor, Southern Side,
J-Extn. Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

P2 Mrs. Jennifer Gomes W/o Sh. Satyanand
Giri R/o 85, 1* Floor, Southern Side,
J-Extn. Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

........ Petitioners

VERSUS

R1 Ms. Jacina Gomes D/o Late Sh. Dilip
Gomes R/o0 85, 1* Floor, Southern Side,
J-Extn. Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

R2 Mrs. Agnes Gomes W/o Late Sh. Dilip
Gomes R/o 85, 1* Floor, Southern Side,
J-Extn. Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

R3 The State, Through, The Chief Secretary,
Players Buildings, Delhi Secretariat,
Government of NCT of Delhi,
Indraprastha, ITO, Delhi

..... Respondents

PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL/
LETTER OF ADMINISTRATION OF
LATE SH. DILIP GOMES EXPIRED ON
10.06.2019 IN FAVOUR OF PETITIONERS
MRS. JENNIFER GOMES AND BENJAMIN
GOMES UNDER SECTION 276 OF INDIA
SUCCESSION ACT, 1925.

Notice is hereby given to the general public
that any person having objection for Grant
of Letter of Administration of Immovable
Property/Assets of the deceased Dilip
Gomes S/o Ripen Gomes R/o 85-J, Extn.,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092 in respect of
Property Bearing No. 85-J, Extn., Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi- 110092.

Whereas the 17/09/2024 at 10'O clock in
the forenoon has been fixed for hearing of
the case, notice is hereby given that person
having any interest in the administration of
the concerned may if he/she desire appear
in this Court of the said 17/09/2024 and see
the proceedings.

Given under my hand the seal of this court
on this 03/06/2024.

¥ Additional District Judge
Seal East, KKD Delhi.
“"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

e- TENDER NOTIFICATION

The tender are invited in "Two Cover System” as per Karnalaka
Transparency in Public Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through
e-Tender of Government of Karnataka website
(www.kppp.karmataka.gov.in) for Supply and Install of following
items required to the Police Stations across the State,

Sl. | Tender Mo, Particulars Oty | Last date for
Mo submission of
tender
1 | KSP/2024-25/ | Multi-Function | 615 i 13/08/2024 by
INDOO116 Printers 17:30 hrs

Tender forms containing technical specifications, can be
downloaded from https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Those who
are willing to implement the project must necessarily be
registered in e-Procurement portal. The training about
e-Procurement is being pravided at e-Procurement cell,
e-Governance Department, M., 5. Building, Dr. Ambedkar
Veedhi, Bangalore 560 001. The vendors may contact the
helpline no: 91-8046010000 +91-8068948777 For further
details the vendors are requested to visit the website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Tender document will be available on https://kppp. karnataka.
gov.in from 22/07/2024. Downloading of Tender Document
& last date of submission of Tender Documents : From
220712024 to 13/08/2024 before 17:30 Hrs. EMD amount:
Rs.3,60,000/- {Three Lakh sixty thousand only} which shall be
paid online through any of the following modes. a) Credit Card
b) Debit Card, c) National Electronic Fund Transter (NEFT),
d) Detall of the payment mode as mentioned in the bid
document (e-payment document available on website).
Pre-Bid Meeting : 30/07/2024 at 12:00 hrs. Technical Bid :
16/08/2024 at 11:30 hrs. Commercial Bid : 21/08/2024 at

11:30 hrs. Sd/.

Director General of Police,
DIPRICPMO03/AKARI2024-25 Police Computer Wing, Bangalore.




Office of the Executive Engineer (C)

Postal Civil Division
Old Building, Ist Floor, HPO Compound, Civil Lines, Allahabad
Tel: 0532 2622151 & 2622152

No.: PCD/ALLD/AGR/401(38)2024-25/ Dated: 23.07.2024

PRESS NOTICE CORRIGENDUM PERCENTAGE RATE e-TENDER
CORRIGENDUM No.-2

In NIT no. 01/I1Ird/EE/PCDA/2024-25 dated 15.07.2024 for the work “Repairing and painting of Vrindavan HO
under Mathura Division, Agra (3rd Call)”, the Last date/ time of submission of bid and & Opening date/time of
bid is extended to 29.07.2024 upto 12:00 Hours & 30.07.2024 at 12:30 Hours. respectively. The Corrigendum
no. 1 may also be seen.
The Corrigendum(s) can be seen from the website https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app

Sd/- Executice Engineer (C) Postal Civil Division Allahabad
No: PCD/ALD/NIT/A-10/24-25/458, Dated -23.07.2024

| SEAHI'.‘H FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is hereby
informed that this person
Name: Nandu Verma R/o
| Village Bakhtawar Pur, Delhi
Age : 31 years, Height : 5'5",
Complexion : Shallow, Built:
Thin Wearing: Blue colour shirt
& pant and red colour chappal in
feet has been missing since
17.07.2024 from his house. In this
regard a DD No. 10A dated
20.07.2024 has been registered at P.S. Alipur, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about
this missing person may kindly inform to the following,
SHO : P.S. Alipur, Delhi,

Ph. : 011-2720 2265

Nandu Verma

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Wehbsite: http://chi.nic.in
Fax: 24368639,

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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= RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD ] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&)

Mo, = 247 Dated ;- 22/07/2024

Bid fior 1. Plantatl-:in & "-."alnte-nan-ce n".-nrh of Plants f-:ur Fl-.'e "r'ee.rs Mear DTO Mew
RHE Colony HMH, Rs. 13260 Lacs 2. Demarcation & Development work of
Commercial Piot Block & DTO Mew RHB Scheime HMH Ri 12570 Lacs, of subject
matter {5) of (Procurement) are myvited from interested bedders from 24.03.2024 to
13.08.2024 L b E:00 FR, Dther parbdulals il the Bacd iy Esis wiitecd O thé state and
Rajasthan Housing Board Departmeant websites: https:/ ' www.rhb.rajasthan.gow.in,
https://eproc.rajasthan. gov.in sppp.rajasthan.gow.in,

UBM No.:- 1. RHB2425WS0B00102 2. RHB2425WS0B00103
Raj. Samwad/C/24/2695 Dy. Housing Commissioner, Circle-Bilkaner

Tender No., 062351604
CORRIGENDUM BATCH No. 15 A/24 Date: 22.07.2024
E-Tender Notice for supply of materials - "Participation in through” web porial of
IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in offers are invited for supply of the following malenais : The
closing fime for all tenders s af 14.00hr

Sl No. Item Froam To be read as

01 Quantity for PL Code S6TAN01T for

consignes SSE/Sig/Store/DNR, ECR 04 Sels 02 Sals
02

nPPEﬂl FOR IDENTIFICATION

Tel.: 24388638/24 388641 rDFHEﬂIMHﬂﬂﬂ

g3 gdegor yaved, afia aie=r,

yer femior fawmn, guen |
1 s I e G 1 L e 1 G 2 S K B

%- frffrer e i H.{ B r;-.n AP DUM/OT2024-25 Ffs: 2307 2004

| 1 [Co ns-.:.l'tanqr Services for rreparatu:-n of Detailed

| Project Repart [DPR) for Constrection of High

| Level Bridge over unbridge gap ot chainage

|-1.315th Km of Link road of Mohanpur (laipur
More) to Agriculture college upto Bihar Border
road at Deoghar District in the state of

| Iharkhand including its approaches, Land

| acquisiticn proposal with ownership details,

| Besettlement and Rehabilitation proposal foresl

| diversion proposal including clearance of all

| stages etc asrequired if any

| T A
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Hrauras Aty

General public is hereby informed that a
unidentified dead body of a male
namely Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o:
Unknown found dead on 17.07.2024
at 14:48 hrs. Gate No. 5, Tis Hazari
Court, Gokhale Market, Delhi. In this
regard DD No. 5TA, dated 17.07.2024
has been lodged at Police Station Subzi Mandi, Delhi.
identification of unidentified male is as under:

Name: Unknown, Age: 52 Years, Height: 57",
Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: White & Grey Linedar
T-Shirt, Black Colour Pant and Blue Colour Shoes in
Feet.

If anyone have any information or clue about this male
may kindly be inform undersigned.

SHO
P.S. Subzi Mandi, Delhi

DP/9493/N/2024 Ph.: 011-23827354, 8750870186

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL -Il,
Delhi. 4th Floor Jeevan Tara Building Parliament Street New Delhi - 110001.
Motice under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Bank and Financial
Institutions Act 1993 read with rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal
(Procedure Rule) 1993) in the matter of

TANO 308/2024 DATE: 01.04.2024

AX|S BANKLTD. APPLICANT
VERSUS

M'S VISHRANTI HERITAGE HOTELS PVT LTD. & ORS. RESPONDENT

To, Defendant 1. M/S VISHRANTI HERITAGE HOTELS PVTLTD. 2. MR. MICHAL
DALVI. 3. MR. MADHAV DALVI ALL AT: E-300 GROUND FLOOR GREATER
KAILASH PART-1 NEW DELHI - 48 ALSOAT VILLAGE LOWER KANDOLI P O
BADHOLI DEHRADUN - 248001

Yihereas [he above named apphcant (5) has  have institulad a case for recovery of
Rs. 23,60,198.85/-( Rupee Twenty Three Lakh Sixty Thousand One Hundred
Ninety Eight And Eighty Five Paise Only) against you and whereas it has been
shown 1o the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is nol possibia o serve vou inondinary
way. Therefore, this nofice is given by advertisermant directing you fo make
appearance before the Tribunal on 12.08.2024 At 10.30 AM.(for further defails
kindly visit DRT website www atribunal.goviin Phone Number: 0112374247 3), Take
natice that in case of your failure to appear on the above-mentionad day before this
Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence. Due to ongoing
Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through video
Conferencing and for that purpose:- (I) All the AdvocatesiLitigants shall
downdoad the "Cisco Webex™ application/soffware: (Il) "Meeting 1ID” and
Pagsword for the date of heanng qua cases to be taken by Hon'bée Prasiding Officar!
Reqisirar shall be displayed in the daily cause list itself at DRT Official Portal ie.
drt.govin (I} In any exigency qua that the Advocateilitigants can contact the

EMD Rs, 1280 400/ | Rs, 1242 400)-
Pariic

nts are required to submit their offer only on-line through the web portal of
IREPS www.ireps.gov.in before the closing date and time. Other defails reganding
Consignee and detailed description of stores are available in tender document in
fender notice an the above portal,
PR/OTIVIHQ/Store/C/24-25/32 SMM/HOQ

CORRIGENDUM
Due to unavoidable circumstances, the last date of
submission of e-Tender vide No. 1- 88/GEN/ TLDA/
2023 bearing tender ID No. 2024_ARDD_50550_1
uploaded on 03-07-2024 invited for supply of 50,000
doses of Sex Sorted / Sexed Semen to Frozen Semen
Bank, RK Nagar, Tripura (West) in phase manner

ICA/C/964/24

during the year 2024-25 has been extended upto 29-07-
2024 at 5.00 PM.
The technical bids of said e-Tender will be opened on
30-07-2024. The other contents of the e-Tender will
remain unchanged.

Sd/-
(Dr. Neeraj Kumar Chanchal)
Chief Executive Officer
Tripura Livestock Dev. Agency

Astabal,

Agartala

DP/9260/NWI2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(Section 82 Cr, P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
(1) RAFIQ S/O Mohammad USMAN HAJI {2) JAHAGIR S/O
Mochammad RAFEEQ (3) UJALA W/O RAVI
(4) SABNAM W/O Mohammad RAFEEQ R/O H. NO, 3189/ 234,
CHANDER NAGAR TRI NAGAR, DELHI. has committed (or is
suspected to have commitied) the offence in. FIR No.347M19 U/S
323/341/506/34 IPC, PS Keshav Puram, Delhi. and it has been
retumed to warmrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused persons (1) RAFIQ (Z) JAHAGIR (3) UJALA(4)
SABNAM cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused (1) RAFIQ (2) JAHAGIR (3)
UJALA (4) SABNAM, has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
(1) RAFIQ (2) JAHAGIR (3) UJALA (4) SABNAM in FIR
No.347/19 U/S 323/341/506/34 IPC, PS Keshav Puram, Delhi.
is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 26,09.2024.

Ms. DIVYA ARORA

Metropolitan
Room No.

112, 1st Floor
Raohini Courts, Delhi

By order

Magistrate

No. NIT/2024-25/7847-56

T TR 3 siteTs Fifer e ) o

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

STEIRTAN E-Tiaer o & 074/2024-25
frfofed @ & fau SR WeR & St femi vd 33 it St # dsiga ud srgureh daaet & Fruifa gom 7 €-

Date 22.07.2024

®d o feerur

wE N IFATAE A (T

UBN :RRC2425WS0B00170

Construction of Cement Concrete Road at Nahreda Village on Kotputli-Kuchaman Road.

368.52 Lakh

ffaer & Weiftm gom § ffad gow, sReY I, SRAde #RA 9 Eed @ aRjE dfed 9egul faeRor Td Heiee deEe
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in =1 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc W @1 ST Tehel ¥ |
T Al 1 1o fefiied seer & ead § J9rEe http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in W IS FaMT ewas T

TR

() EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
For and or behalf of the India invited
g-0epn tender (E-Tender Motice Mo, - G-
Sonpur-08-2024) from experienced
contracior for the work given below:-
1. Name of the work with its location
Qutsourcing of Loading fitness work of
BTPN Wagon at GHZ Depot for 8 period of
03 years at Sonpur Division, 2. Approx.
cost of the work : Rs. 35 00.000.000-
{(Rupees Thirty Six Lakh Only), 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited : Rs, 72,000.00/-
(Fupees Sevenly Two Thousand only), 4.
Date & time for submission of tender and
opening of tendar : Tender submission
date & fime: Up to 15:00 Hrs, 16.08.2024
ing date R fime: Afer 15:00 Hre,
16.08 2024, 5. Website particulars notice
board location where complate details of
tender can be seen and address of the
office from where the tender from can be
purchasad etc. : Website:-
https./iwww.ireps.gov.in
Railway administraion reserves the
right fo postponedmodify or 1o cancel the
tender any fime without assigning any

reasons. Sr. DMEICAW/SEE
PR/D0732/SEE/MECHIT/24-25/32

(©) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (@}

| OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
{Construction Department)
|Open a-Tender is invited on Behalf of the
| President of India for the under mentionad
| Wik~
| E-TenderNo. EL/CIS/IMHX/ETEN/D7/24-25
|1, Name of the work with its location: {A)|
| Removal | shifting of HT (33 & 11 KV) & LT
{OH line coming in the akgnmant and byhting |
|arrangement of propesed ROB in lieu of
| Level Crossing Gate No. - 39SPLIT at Km,
[120/03-05 betwean Bhurkunda - Patraly,
| 35/B/T (S&T NC. 13/B/T) at Km. 217/10-12
| between Demu - Latehar & others RUB/LHS |
[{ 4ICIE, B/CIT, &IC/T, TICIE, 10AICIE,
[1UCIT, 16ICIE, 17/CIT, AWCIE, 24/CIT,
[ 2B/CIT, 3B/SpUE, 28/CIE, etc) of Dhanbad
{Division and any other location under
| Dy.CEE/C/S/MHXT. 2, Approx. Cost of the |
|work; Rs. 16,24 66.275.72- 3, Cost of
| Tender form: Rs, Nil, 4. Availability of
Tender: On IREPS website:
| www.ireps.gov.in 5. Eamest money o be
ideposited: Az Per NIT, 6. Completion
| period of the work: 18 months
|T. Date -and firee for closing of tender

|07 08,2024 51 12.00 hrs.
Dy.CEE/Con/South
EC Ry, MHX, Patna
| PRIDOTSOCONSIELECITI24-25036

lare advised to visit website

l'J] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

No. IZN/C/e-Auction/2024/09
e-Auction Notice Date: 22.07.2024

The bids are invited from registered
entities on IREPS by Sr. DCM/IZN
(ACO) through e-Auction for award NFR
& Advertisement contracts. The
Catalogue has already been published
on IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in.
The detail of upcoming e-Auctions of
lzzatnagar division is as under:
Category: NFR/Advt., Catalogue No.:
ADVT- OOH-24-8, Asset Detail:
Commercial publicity rights to display
advertisement at 18 locations i.e.
stations Area/LC Gate/LC Gate Area of
over lzzatnagar division/NE railway for
three (03) years, Auction Start:
30.07.24, 11.00.00, Auction End:
30.07.24, 14.20.00, Category: NFR,
Catalogue No.: IZN-NFR-HVEND-8,
Asset Detail: E-Auction for vending of
various miscellaneous items (excluding
food & PDW) like laptop & mobile
accessories, cosmetics, artificial
Jewellery and accessories, toiletries,
stationery, books, show pieces, toys,
footwear, bags and goggles etc. in all
trains (except Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Vande Bharat, Duronto and similar
special trains) on board in all sections in
the jurisdiction of |zzatnagar Division of
North Eastern Railway for (03) three
years, Auction Start: 31.07.24,
10.00.00, Auction End: 31.07.24,
10.30.00, Category: NFR/Advt.,
Catalogue No.: IZN-RDN-ADV-03,
Asset Detail: Commercial publicity
rights to display advertisement at
station platform over 5 stations of
Izzatnagar Division for (03) three years,
Auction Start: 31.07.24, 12.00.00,
Auction End: 31.07.24, 13.10.00,
Category: NFR, Catalogue No.: IZN-
ADV-VR-24-3, Asset Detail:
Commercial publicity rights for Vinyl
Wrapping/Advertisement on surface of
the side wall of coaches (Barring
mandatory signage's and window) of
train No. 12091/92 (Naini Doon Jan
Shatabdi) for a period of 03 Years,
Auction Start: 01.08.24, 12.00.00,
Auction End: 01.08.24, 12.30.00,
Category: NFR, Catalogue No.: IZN-
NFR-RCR-3, Asset Detail:
Establishment of Rail Coach
Restaurant at Bareilly City and
Rudrapur City station circulating area
for five (05) years, Auction Start:
01.08.24, 12.00.00, Auction End:
01.08.24, 12.40.00. Note: 1. Bidders

, CIDCO

WE MAKE CITIES

g7 gdam yavad, afirs aoem,

concerned official at Ph. No. 23748478, Given under hand and seal of the
g Frafer fawr, g | L

Tribunal this the 01st day of April, 2024.
By Order Of This Tribunal, Section Officer, DRT-1I, Dalhi

www.ireps.gov.in for more information
related to e-Auction. 2. The bids have
been invited through e-Auction Leasing
module of IREPS website. 3. All the e-
Auction related information as eligibility,
scope of work, contract period terms &
conditions of contract etc. are available
on IREPS. 4. Bidders can participate
in e-Auction only as per the date &
timing as indicated above. 5. All the
prospective bidders are requested to
visit website www.ireps.gov.in
regularly for any corrigendum related to

z

CORRIGENDUM NO. 1

Integrated Infrastructure Development of 20M &
above wide Roads, Construction of Various
Major & Minor Structures (Viz Flyover, Minor

Bridges, VUPS, PUPS etc.) And Allied Electrical
Works (Street Light) in TPS -10 and TPS-11

under NAINA Project.

C.A.No.: 02/CIDCO/EE(NAINA-1)/2024-25

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to

PR 330407 (Road) 24-25 (D)

Bank of Baroda
POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)
(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
Wheareas, the undarsigned being the Authonized Officer of the BANK OF BARODA, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

Enforcement of sacurity Interast Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (1:2) read with Rule 3 of Security Interast (Enforcemant)
Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice calling upen the Borrower/Guarantors as given below to repay the amount menticned below within 60 days from the

acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any

Branch: Mathura Main

receipt of the said nofice. The bormower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantors and the public in general that ; : agreements with advertisers above e-Auctions. DCM/IZN
the undersignead has taken possession of the property described herein balow In exercise of powers conferrad on himy her under Section (4) of section 13 Bidders are requested to note the following changes / ZLSLTﬁ;‘Zf;‘Z acting on an || CPRO/C-80 Izzatnagar

any

modifications in the Notice Inviting Bid published in the
leading Marathi & English News Paper viz. “Loksatta”,
“The Indian Express” & "New Indian Express” dated
23/07/2024.

of the act read with rule & of the security interest Enforcement rules, 2002 on the date mentioned below against their names. The Borrower/Guarantors in “DO NOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN"
particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property, and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
BANK OF BARODA MATHURA MAIN BRANCH for the amount detalled balow and intarest together with expenses thereon. The Borrower's attention

is invited to provisions of Sub-saction B of section 13 of the Act, In respect of time available, to redeam the securad assets.

manner whatsoever.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

:5;; Name of the GG o BRGSO || | Outstanding Please note that the Bid Document along with Bidding APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
Borrowars/Guasantors Notice | Amount Programe will be available on the website ion 82 Cr.P
1. | Borrower; 1. M/s Krishna EntafanEls ﬁFrﬂpnel-:lr . Ajay ila‘u-raﬁ Ednh&r],r !'.'I‘aulel Al Jrhal; part and F"arc;el of Equnahla I"..T-::urtg.age \07.05.2024) Rs, mahatenders.gov.in from 26/07/2024 at 17.01 hrs Mﬂn . E]'
Kota, Khasra No. 980 and 881, Gaur Kandra Extension, Mathura, UP- 281005, | o Residential Propery le. House Mo. 6, | | 2,19,43,377.78 instaad of 23.!@ }.2":]24 at 17.01 hrs : : Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

as-on 07052024
+ furihar intenssd
ihereafier
and other charges

Block-4, Shanti Vihar, Dalhi Housing & Land |
Development Corporation Sociely, Karkar- EEEEE
dooma East Delhi, Delhi- 110092 Standing in I‘I"='| 07.2 E"EII
the name of Mrs. Anju Saluja Wo Mr. Umesh |
Saluja, Admeasuring 400.00 Sq. "r'Elrl:.Is.|
Bounded as: East: Service Lane, West: |

2. Mrs. Anju Saluja Wio Mr. Umesh Saleja, Housa Ko 6, Shanti Vihar, Housing |
& Land Development Corporation Sociaty, Karkardooma, East Delhi, Delhi-
110092, 3, Mrs. Simmi Arora Wio Mr, Anil Arora, 1-2, Krishna Magar, Mathura
[~ 281007 . 4, Mrs, Sushma Rani Arora Wio Mr, Brij Bhushan Arora, 1-2. Krishna
Magar, Mathura- 281001, 5. Mr. &nil Malik S/o Late Shr Kishan Lal Malik, 59,
Jamunadhiam Colony, Soverdhan Crossing, Mathura- 281001; 6. Mr. &nil Approach Road 20 fest wide, North: Plal No. |
.ﬁ.rnra Sio Late Shrl Brl] Bhushan Lal, 1-2, Krishna Nagar, Mathura- EBMEH 7. South; Piot Mo, 5.

I]at& 23.07.2024 Place: HIH‘IHI‘!

db

ADMINISTRATION OF UNION TERRITORY OF LADAKN
FOOD, CIVIL SURPLIES AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

Sagar @ Rahul, S/o Chandu Yadav Rlo H.No. 1-93, J.J.
Colony, Shakurpur, Delhi has commitied (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 415/22 u/s
25/54/59 Arms Act, P.S. Keshav Puram, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Sagar @ Rahul cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Sagar @ Rahul has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. This
Corrigendum No.1 shall form part of the Bid document
and shall be uploaded along with Bid Document.
Superintending Engineer
[CIM - a3 MH 1970 SGC-014574] (NAINA)

hmm.:id:n.maharashtra.gnv.in J— C|DCOIPRI 14;.&!31124-25,

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL -,
Delhi, 4th Floor Jeevan Tara Building Parliament Street New Delhi - 110001.
Notice under section 13(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Bank and Financial
Institutions Act 1993 read with rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal
(Procedure Rule) 1993) in the matter of

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda |

[©]EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [®

E-AUCTION NOTICE
On behalf of President of India, DEM
(Commercial), E.C. Raitlway, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya invites e-auction for leasing of

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sagar
@ Rahul of FIR No. 415/22 u/s 25/54/59 Arms Act, P.S.
Keshav Puram, Delhi is required to appear before this

UT SECRETARIAT, LADAKH parcel space in SLR Coach of under OANO 607/2022 DATE: 14.05.2024 Court to answer the said complaint on or before 10.09.2024.
e-mail: seey, fescatd gl com mentioned Ceaching trains originating over AXISBANKLTD. VERSUS APPLICANT By Order,

c-atverimerment of Poans of PresddenyMembers of Stme/Disired Consamer Dispiies Redresss LR Al ai F:I- DEE” DE' EI UD-EE"'I 'f-i'l."iE-iDI'l. DE“E"E‘
R st " g MS SANANASEEM & ORS. RESPONDENT RS NVER AFOrA

) : 5 e - " .
LR SN0, FOF AURERGG BN A Sram e NI i To, Defendant D1. Ms. Sana Naseem, 1908, Tower Man-tova Mahagun Puram Metropolitan Magistrate, North West-04,

1. AAM. Mame of work with frain no. and

Unlime U hime apphicatkons ang wvitgd From the elipihle cundidates Tor being considerod for pppsasnimend : R Crossin HE'I:IIJtl"E- Ghaziabad Also M- Cio The Impenal Hotel JEI'IEJE'“T Road Mew e :
i ime pamt ol Presidents Members For Siate/Disirict Consumer Dispates Redressal Commission. The las Completion period : Aflotment of Parcel ﬂglhi.l'_?'ﬁ 02 Mr. Enrahl’-"‘anduﬁ 1908, Tu'ﬁ'arhﬂan-'ll:'}c?'ua Mahagun Puram, Crossing DP/S26OINW/2024 Fraomm .17, fet Flaor; Rohink Gourts, Do
date for filling ep the appheatan s D-08-2024 (.00 pm). For deindls, Kindly refer o ledakhnbe da, 2;:'3"23 1':'[ FI.?LR iﬂhT]gAE.:ILEHHSﬂ “':él H'EWHIE Ghaziabad Also At Clo Shﬂﬂgfﬂﬂﬁ Hatal Ashoka Road New Dalbi-01. D3
leh.nic.im and kowrgil niedn website along with Consamer Protection A, 2009 rw rules fromed ihere o a!l"_a sl ; A Mis SDS Infratech Pvi. Ltd. Bhagwati Business Cenfre 5-561 School Block- || £ T 1
e s oy A Auction Lot No. : 13024-5LR-F1-GAYA. Shakarour Delhi. 62 a ' Appeal fﬂr |de ntlflcatiOn
} Enaf x.- > s bl caarefinl by rm I"I-. St avialable on wehniie baeling |I||r-|= the ; ||1|~I ki ooid e wor o Eii e HWH-23-1. Date & Time for E-Auction : E- Whereas the above namead gpp-lqrant {53 has | have instituted a case fl:lrrﬂl:ﬂ'ﬁrar!l' of T :
[SNo[ " Post [No. of Vacancies Re-ndveriisement Noi- auction will start af 14:00 hrs.and close Rs. Rs. 87,23,078/- (Rupee Eighty Seven Lakh Twenty Three Thousand o General public is hereby informed that
| Presadent Seaio o No Onel | Re-Advertsement Na: 05-LATFUSECA) of 2024 14:30 hrs on 06.05.2624, _ _ Seventy Eight Only) against you and whereas il has been shown to the satisfaction ; one person NEIITIE']I': Unknown, Sfo:
{ ommission Dated: |9.07. 2024 2. ANE._HHmE _‘Jf wark with train no. and of the Trbunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this Unk Rio: Unk Age: 35 Y
[ 2. | MonberSmic | 4 Nos(bour)  |Re-Advertisement No; (0-LA(FCS&UA ) of 2024 Completion period : Allotment of Parcel notice is given by advertisement diracting you fo make appearance before Ld, g UNKNOWN, R/G. Linknown, Age: rs.,
oo Dated: 19.07.2024 gpaﬂa t?:f:JELH &E_ffhgwhn%hﬁéfﬂ? Hegistrahrm 1a,u9.z:;1;]4m 1r3,3tlb.ﬂ.-hlﬁifogr :;u?:tze; g?ts#ra Kindly uisi:: DRT we-hsiteT ' Height: 59", Sex: Male, Complexion:
3, Prosadent IS Two)  |[ReAdvertisement No: (7-LAFCSECA) of 2074 ayd B I odhi Exp. E- www.etribunal govin Phane Number; 011 473}, Take nofice that in case o ; AR : LA
Lih Kargil Dated: 15072024 Auction Lot Mo, | 12397-5LR-F1-GAYA- wour failure to appear on the above-mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case will Fair, Built: TF'IIFI.IFHCH. Long, Wearing :
4 | MemberlLeh | (1) | No. (One) |Re-Advertisement No: 08-LA{CCS&CA) of 2024 MOLS-24-1. Date & Time for E-Auction : E- be heard and decided in your absence. Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all Red Colour T-Shirt, Green Colour Lower
ii. Karpil {1} 2 Mo's (Two), | Dated: 19072024 auction will start at $4:00 hrs and close at the matters will be taken up through video Conferencing and for that
— 14:40 hrs on 08.08.2024. purpose:- (l) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the "Cisco Webex" :Elnd {IBrEEH & Yellow Colour Rabad Band
] ':I.' bt Uk Membesr or the Presodent of the Suee Comission shall be o worman E-Auction CE[Eh‘.‘:-glIJ& No, . Lease-SLR- EF'FI"I:E‘L'-EII'I.'EDfIWErEZ I:“:I 'IM&EHHQ ID" and Passward for the date of I'IE-'EFiI'Ig Qua In nght Hand, Plaﬂe ﬂf HEED\FEI‘}*:
Wy Al bemsi Ome Member or the President of the Dhstrict Commission shill be § woman DDU-2. Website particular where complate Lt to be Ehﬁ" by Hon'ble F"{.ESIdII'Ig Qfﬁc:ﬂr.f HEQ!EtF‘ﬂf shall be E!!E-plﬂy‘ed in the Found Dead al Main Boad, Badha Vihﬂl’r
- details of E-Auction available - daily cause list itseli at DRT Oficial Portal e, drt.gov in {I1) In any exigency qua that _
# Tom of office, salary, allowances and other ¢comdinon of service will be governed hy the provisions of the Advocate/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No, 23748478, Mukundpun Delhi on 20.07.2024. The

W, Ireps . gov, in (E-auckon Leasing),
Divisional Raitway Manager (C)/

ihe Comamer Protecion Act, 20019 and Bules framed there gnder

Given under my hand and seal of the Trbunal thes the 14th day of May, 2024.

ECR/PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya By Order of this Tribunal
PRAOT43DDUCommliN/24-25/40 SECTION OFFICER, DRT-Il, DELHI

Hraiag forer afug, e |

/-
(Yetindra M. Maralkar)
LAS, Secretnrs

dead body of deceased has been preserved in BJRM Hospital
Mortuary for identification.

In this regard DD No. 42A, Dated 20.07.2024 has been lodged at
Police Station: Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi. Any clue come lo notice
please inform undersign. SHO

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

National Rural Emplovement Program, Ranchi.

‘ery Short SeUBTell-l §—Ffaar v a1 | — 10 /202425 ‘ PS.: Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi
e-Procurement Notice e @ A e | e e frais z2/07 /2004 | | DP/9GOTION/2024 Ph.: 7065036328, 9306933868
e-Tender Refrence No. — National Rural Emplovement Program, Ranchi/RANCHI-13/2023-24 Date :- o | oeiis it tas -aniee 4 EI‘[GHTE? '
51 Name of Scheme | Estimated Earnest | BOQ | Scheme | Tools & =0 | HETS R 0 aifer & if wed _
M. Amaount Mone Cost  |Complétion|  Plant ———— ! — ;I'ﬂ , = L ﬁ';h smnc“ En“ MISSIHG
i Lakh) ( Lakh) Date - :
T Ry R S PO T ER1E 8 ! | T e A S e qe v © A TF 9% © General public is hereby informed that -W‘.
| :‘If?j:u ;;I{'-é'}::!u|.;:;'§fl;|_._:|§ﬁ ﬁ:;ﬂ (2,95, 77,600/ 13.90,600/~ [10,000/- |12Months .Thf ' Y | e 'h:-?l_'lfl ol ﬁu . 4 B 35782500 10000.00 | 736000.00 “h a male namely Suresh Kumar S/o
2. [BMUC Hostel #iereien 7140 & 50 |2,95,77,600/- |5,91,600/- |10,000/- |[2Months _[@14 # o | ey | T @ g wiew {FeeT 1) § W0 | g001¢00 | 10000.00 |141000.00] 7w Nawal Chaudhary. R/o. Dharambir ka
it e B ‘*T"_ i T . | makan, Ambe colony k samne, Holi
3, [t o wwa Sewl o § a0 |2,04.83,5000- |4,50,000/- | 10,000/~ |12Monihs w1 @ 3 | e | Toee whan S % een S S | 3198300 | 1000000 |144000.00| +f e chowk, Village- Pochanpur sector 23-
gl S ok RSl ; il w i TiL ||»|3:r¢ =‘l!«u wquu; an e w | | B, Dwarka New Delhi has been missing
4. |erEa HIeH HrEh geipe A oan  |2.24.83,500/- [4.50.000/- [10.000~ [12Months Eﬂ-lii“-'f- a 2L %?ﬁil%—g Ei: Tn STl R e 7772600 | 10000.00 |156000.00 it =® E'ﬂcﬂ m’;&&mﬂzﬁjﬁgrjhgdimg ;;ﬁ
T SErHTES Jrerd grErawr Feter ) o ' M e e = = 1 . - i i ouse, In s rega 0. a
5. |Meode of Submission of tender Online through & | IH f,éth_” L::JH.' e o G ] fafe 5114700 | 10000.00 | 103000.00| = WE Dpl’gﬂﬁsf:gtzd ;;EE h;enrﬂagrlﬁtﬂr;d“::t
“"-"r"-'!-'..jhﬂ.l’kllﬂﬂﬂtl}l’ldl‘ﬁ.gﬂ\-‘.il’l ) EfTas |'|‘:|'.-_| FEI'ET-.-'-:I '-'IE'I"-‘I Jrl??li:‘ =T 'F-\-."I_rJIT-i"If =T I e or Tty Warka Mew e . ]
. |Date of Publication of Tender on Website Start Date 29.07.2024 to 11.00 AM B | T | Repem) = o 2w AR RE | 7605200 | 10000.00 |153000.00 =t e ;Slnclere ;e_ﬁnrfis htave bee? made bythe |  guresh Kumar
End Date 03/08/2024 up to : 2.00 'M ] TR 7 G 1 ey ocal police 1o trace oul the missing
. — ; Aarse 4 [HAfEaT wearee #1 & 05.08.2024 -
- : ; : : male, but no clue has come to light so
> |Pids online Submission ;t:; t&}?'zcﬂi?ﬂl;‘}:lll"l’idlln::r' P'*Illlﬂ' IE:'::“ 21 ST i o ol 1 mﬁg_rﬁr.ﬂﬁ.ld ¥ 14.08.2024 amrie 5:009 69 | far. The description of the mis*sirtggm ale is as under:
& |Technical Bid Oppening Date Date 05/08/2023 Time : 1100 AM 3. TAIRT e 1 YT Forell GRYE, ElianT | Name: Suresh Kumar, Gender: male, Age: 32 years,
Officer Inviting Bids Executive Engineer 4. TeifeeT Wi 9 T vd 799 16.08.2024 mare 10:00 =9 | Height: 6'0", Complexion: Shallow, Built: Thin, Face: Long
e ; 3 y GIECAR IR =1 GTel TETferRTT &1 STH. 7 Fore a1, fmem ofews, samiamT | % Ay - ' ; ' :
National Rural Emplovement Program, 3 RIFALT e Sl o i .59 9T = Tu T and thin, wearing: Red colour T-shirt and pant and sports shoes
Ranchi. S 6.  fAfeET I 18 e @i i Haet Online Mode g s &t | in the feet. If anyone has any information regarding this missing
Address : National Rural Employement I hr—":"lﬁéﬂ UFE @ SR HO—DES46 261408 —Hal — districtboardhazaribag@gmail.com male, kindly inform SHO Sector 23-B, Dwarka New Delhi.
Program, 8, TifEET e ve e ?#?Tﬁrﬁr??*—-jum 1 g T | R S, S W § A S e 9 | E-mail : cic@ebl.gov.in
Vikash Bhawan, Ranchi. ETY | AT T 95 &9 S oo & O 9ue U Aae s Smgd w1 Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641 SHO
Executive Engineer 9. fafde &t wd wiem @ wae 122 aiwww.jharkhandtenders.gov.in w0 2y S e 2 Fax : 014-24368639 PS. Dwarka New Delhi
National Rural Emplovement furan mﬁﬂmr. .No. 011-
PR 330380 (NREP) 24-25 (D) Peagrimn. It e PR 330335 (District) 24-25 (D) R DP/9292/DW/2024 Tal.No. 011-28051585 8750871021
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 5424 o A e : : DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
LOOK... kS A He HAS H Le# 1 NATE!..TAMMY'S
5 ¥ T
‘ THAT'S CLARAY OWN LITTLE GIRL NOW! i FIRST NORDSY
— SCARY § ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
HC}HF‘?EE%H%EEID mﬁt& CLOWNS! |} The Sun is now For the next month
FROM YEARS TALK F WELL THE CANDY urging you to take a you must put
AGD. .2 10 LS/ 2 THAT  CORN DOESN'T deeper and more additional effort
osed ' g 2 WAS FALLFAR FROM thoughtful into your
i RUDE. THE TREE. perspective on current professional goals, or into any
= I’ AM/ developments. It wouldseem  activity which holds out the
- £ : ikely that before the week is promise of enhanced respect
"ﬂl-.\;_"— NOTZ 47 likely that before th ki ise of enh d
N % L ﬂ'M'!'" out you will have decided and prestige in your
: "5 ¢ " uponasuddenchangeofplan.  community. Within a few
i | !
% But, then, that’s you all over. days, you may be forced to
=§')L depart from previous practice.
"ﬁ-;gﬁ. TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
| Thereistoomuchat  SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
= - stake now for you to You may be sure
8 risk losing your @ that whatever
head or giving up on begins now will not
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson amajor objective. Press ahead be completed until
with your present path and some.tir.ne next month.
QOO0 NEWS, HOBBES! ITLL BE GREAT! WE'LL WE'LL HAVE A SECRET CLUB- | | PEOPLE PR mng ATEEHEM ggg;/ sil(%\l/) E;Lecl%/ 3tglrllr;porary Sg\rltealg]plﬁg?tgt%nyt cven
: B HOWUSE KNOC \
= M STARTING A SECRET THINK OF SECRET k5 miky.A SB:EET_.__ s | 25 m TRIEDL THIES Trim progress. Even if you take two come to your attention until
CLUB, AND YOU FOR QURSEWNES, SECRET 5 TO GET N, YOURE UP TO SOMETHING . steps back, you'll soon be after several days have passed,
ACROSS DOWN = CAN BE IN T CODES FOR OWR. SECRET 2 AHD WE'LL DO T Wk ALL TEE taking three steps forward. so don’t judge the far-distant
o . . . o CORBESPOMDEMCE, A 2| BIG, SECRETWE | SECRECN * future by what happens today.
1 Dukes aren’t given to breaking 1Fruit sounding nothing like a SECRET HAMDSUAXE 2| THINGS ! 7 GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
promises (10) peach (4) D 7 ) Seeing as this is SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
6 Layinsome vanillaicecream(4) 2 Land of France in the depression - : such a lively time of Amongst the new
10 A deal leads to a game (5) is very off-putting (9) g year, why don’t you developments in
11 He struggles with valiant 3 Crow bar?(5) 5 indulge your your life this week
monstrous beast (9) 4 Free in general (2,5) ? instincts and get away for a isanincreasing
12 One who talks one round to 5 People won't be satisfied with B W while? Even if nothing is desire for adventure. I would
composing some music (8) this description (7) 5 E, y planned, youcanbesurethata  strongly advise that you set
13 See cat jump off piano (5) 7 Wooden pale (5) - s change of scene willbedeeply ~ other considerations aside in
15 Above and just behind the clock ~ 8 Satisfied I raise no argument (10) 7 % stimulating and highly order to allow time for a
(7) 9 An outstanding singer perhaps g | enjoyable. There’s still time for ~ journey of exploration. But
17 He plays by himself (7) (8) asentimental journey. will you be embarking on a
19 Take strong objection to 14 Praiseworthy features of a voyage pf the body, or
marriage of Ted and Tess (7) railway? (4,6) MARVIN by Tom Armstron g CANCER (];{me 22 -guly 23t) ; the spirit?
21 Book covering part of North 16 Desmond marries but doesn’t bgl:}?; léZn?r?S? 0 CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Africa (7) expecttobe happy (8) YOU'LL NEVER GLESS WHO TED ANOTHER BIMBO? KIND OF. IT WAS . .
22 Last sign of the Greeks (5) 18 Detectives appear in new tennis FEG‘M WORK DATED MET NIZ H'r.! [ { — YOUK SISTER JANET attenft lon -ng rthe SOCla! suclcess and
24 Height could mean a slight events(9) V_ S nextfortnight, nqt emot} ond
. i . - : so much because of the Sun’s happiness are very
change of latitude (8) 20 British naval man opposite to a i WHAT 7! nfl . . f h ti F
27Beingvillainous, use no fairplay _landlady? (3.4) E : . influence inyour sign as for ~ muchquestionso
0 > . T the simple reason that adopting the right attitude. If
9) 21 Maybeit's me as a painter (7) § artners, symbolised by the ou are open and ready to
28 Limit where firesmaybelit(5) 23 Mischievous out of self-interest 5 . gl anet Ul"a%,lus are insp%,ring chept pa?‘tners on theSiIr own
29 Made to go in tens perhaps (4) G) . i you to new and amazing terms, they will respond with
30 He has to pay the price of ORI E ) E heights of achievement. love and generosity. A legal
publicity (10) 26 Try and listen (4) g LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) matter may come in.
Solutions Crossword 5423 Across: 1Rubbish, 5 Tessa, 8 Big dipper, 9 Ado, 10 Pupa, 12 E i There is now AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Reticent, 14 Static, 15 Curate, 17 Eyesight, 18 Reef, 21 Par, 22 Exception, 24 Evens, 25 5 i nothing to hold you You probably feel
lliness Down: 1 Rub up, 2 Beg, 3lris, 4 Ho;?pgr, 5 Terminus, 6 Stalemate, 7 Apostle, 11 B back. Even at work, thatyou're about
Planetree, 13 Tidiness, 14 Steeple, 16 Chichi, 19 Funds, 20 Opal, 23 Ice i E] where you might be due for some
more than usually conscious recognition for all
of delays and obstacles, you the hours of effort you've put
may get around any problem in, often with little or no
with a little imagination thanks. It's about time people
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 2s - o and sensitivity. It'sallamatter  in general paid you more
Instructions 3 6 2 m of explaining your feelings attention and took better
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move To solve a Sudoku puzzle, O 6 81|49 2|7 (3|5 J with an understanding notice of your fine qualities.
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and everydigitfrom1t0 9 2 7 (g 9 ' 5/ 3|8 ' 11712 ' 6 4 | of partners. You're like a delicate flower
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. flf_) must appearin each of the 1 E ? - { and you need to be cared for.
___istheonly system that persists in asking the powers that be whether they are the © nine vertical columns. in \¢ 74 2|3/ 6 5|11 9 8| VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) o
- i : ! In many ways, it is PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
powers that ought to be. - Sydney J. Harris (9) Te) . . 1 5 4 '5 O ¢ . .
each of the nine horizontal a 37 825 6|l4/19] possible for you to Believe it or not, you
CZAER AILTCC - rows andin each of the 6 ;. 4 o) =) 1 become alaw unto arestillina
—-—. r—. g nine boxes. D 0|1 9|7/3/4]|8 2 6| | yourself. Not a bad privileged position
8 5 1 T — 4/ 2 6|/9/8 1|3/'5/7 | thing, you might think. Yet and will be saved
S — —— (] | there are times when you from some of the troubles
GPROY DEOODM a Difficulty Level 4 2 5 E 86 7152 3|9 4|1 5 Sh'olL111d lisften calrefully tg the besetting other pgople. Yet
1s=V. P T wishes of people around you now you must reflect on your
. - .: :- 353 - ,\:gj?j:_l 4 := H :3 9 T = 2/9/5(1/4/8|6 /7|3 J who, it must be said, are more long-term ambitions and ask if
5s=Ve Har,d' ’ 6 5 3 - 113 4|6/ 7/9|15/8 2] experienced: you still have a these are really right for you.
stueH ‘[ ASupAs - *2q 013ySno Jey) sromod ay) a1e A3y I9UIaym 6s=G Y ’ ® e great deal to learn. Bouncing ideas off others.
9q ey szamod ) Sunyse ur sisisIad Jey3 walsAs AJuo a3 st Lrenowd(q: Iomsuy S=enius (7p)
ddINOOd JLIDVYTADY0d ‘AZVID :NOLLNTOS

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

| General Public is hereby informed that a Male
person Mamely: Unknown, S/o: Unknown,
Rio: Unknown was found at Footpath, near
Majafgarh Road in front of Dominoz,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi on 19.06.2024 at
0117 am. In this regard vide DD No: 8A
dated 19.06.2024 has been lodged at PS

Rajouri Garden, New Delhi.

The description of the deceased is given as below:

Name: Unknown, Sex: Male, Age: Approx 55 years, Complexion:
Wheatish, Height: 5'6°, Wearing: White Colour Shirt with Black line

designed and Blue Pant.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to identify the
deceased but no clue has come to light so far. Anyone having

78 Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.

Victoria Park, Meerut.

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE Open tender is invited through e-
tendering for supply of 13349 Nos. 11/4 KV 25 KVA Distribution
Transformers against tender specification no. PVVNL- MT/MM /96/24-25,
Tender Cost :- Rs. 29,500.00 (with GST), Earnest Money Deposit (EMD):-
Rs. 1,12,81,000.00 (with GST), Last Date of tender submission & Time:-
24.08.2024 at 2:00 PM, Date of tender opening (Part-1st &IInd) & Time:-
24.08.2024 at 5:00 PM, Note:- In case of any amendment in tender
specification or date of extension, the same shall be uploaded on e-tender
website www.etender.up.nic.in and www.pvvnl.org Superintending
Engineer (MM-I) “Help line Number For Information of Theft of
Electricity: “1800-180- 3002 (Meerut), & 9412207451”

ToAih- 291 feAih-23-07-2024 Sd/- Superintending Engineer (MM-1)

LHL*_' 1:' TAMILNADU POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED
L

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Erstwhile TANGEDCO)
E-tender with e-reverse auction through e-procurement platform at https:/tntenders.

SEAHCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN

General public is hereby informed that these
children namely (1) Mamta D/o Vinod Das R/o
H. No. 4466, Gali No.6, Ajeet Nagar, Gandhi
MNagar, Delhi-31 Age: 17 years, Height : 4'9",
Face: Round, Built: Thin, Complexion:
shallow wearing yellow colour kurti & pajami,
red colour duptla and black colour chappal in
feat and (2) Tanu S/o Raj Kumar Rio Jhuggi
Mo. 302, Gali No.5. Chander Puri, Dharm
Pura, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-31 Age: 14 years,
Height : 4'8", Face: Round, Built: Medium,
Complexion: Fair, Hair: Small, Identification:
Mole near mouth & name tattoo on hand
wearing black colour T-shirt and blue colour
lower have been missing from their home. In
this regard Mamta: FIR Mo, 449/23 dated
210.2023 & Tanu: FIR No. 261/23 dated
19.06.2023 have been registered at P.S,
Gandhi Magar, Deihi.

B,

Government of Karnataka

KARNATAKA SCHOOL EXAMINATION

AND ASSESSMENT BOARD

6th Cross, Malleshwaram, Bengaluru - 560 003
No.: KSEAB/DPIE/B6(LPST)/2/2024-BSEC

Date:22.07.2024

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Director, Karnataka School Examination and Assessment
Board, hereby invites tender bidding from eligible bidders for
the “Supply of Laptop computers to toppers of 2024 SSLC
1, 2 & 3 exam” through e-procurement portal only. e-Tender
documents may be downloaded from Board website https://
kseab.karnataka.gov.in & https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
e-Tender commencement date is 23.07.2024, and Last date
for submission is 21.08.2024 at 5.00 PM. Pre-bid meeting is
on 31.07.2024 at 12.00 Noon. Technical bid will be opened
on 22.08.2024 at 5.30 PM. Approximate value of tender is
Rs.3,96,00,000/- and the EMD is Rs. 7,92,000/- for more

: . : ; gov.in/nicgep/app as per the instructions in the tender specification Coal 165 - Any person having any information or clue details contact board during office hours
information about the deceased. please inform the undersianad. Dated 22.07.2024 for the Procurement of following item. Y P 9 any ; i g ) .
b E y g S| | Specification _ . Due date & time for Tﬁ"u about this miﬁﬁing chiidren may Klndh‘ inform Sd/- Director (Exams)
SHO No. No. Description of Materials submission of e-tender Esiniail: ¢ IEID the following.
i : i -mail: cic@chbi.gov.i SHO : P.S. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi
P.S Rajouri Garden, New Delhi Subbly of 4600 GAR Imporled Sieam coal of any Website: http://cbi.nic. : ’
, y at Kamarajar Port, Ennore for a p: in P
DP/A5TTIWD/2024 Phone : 011-25448885 || Coal165 | oot three years2024.25 202526 and o026, | 13082024 Fax: 24368639, ;2GR0 EDTIL; FOUSIIDUR PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
- 22072024 (27 frouch lobal e-tender foloved by exeverse| 1.0 Hours. Tel.: 24368638/24368641 / DP/3210/5HD/2024 APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST as and when required basis for NOTPS -1 See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

No. NFR-HQW/COMM(BDU1/2024

Dated: 22.07.2024

Notice Inviting expression of interest (EOI) for Hiring Management
consultancy for strategic advisory services (freight & logistic market
study) for enhancement of freight traffic throughout on Northeast

Frontier Rallway.

This EQN document iz balng published by Northaas! Frontier Bailbway, The
purpose of this EOl document s to provide interested parties with the

relavant mformation and undarstand

thie scope of the schamea and furmish

budgetary quotations for this EO| dosument carefully befors submitting

their gquotation for the same from interestaed and eligible “Parties”

The

parties are advised 1o study this EOQI notlce. The guotation recelved as
part of tha responsa ta this EOl document may be used lowards formalizing

tha lendar which 18 proposed (o ba 1

nlaasad in tha near future. This EQI

documant s not Ir1nr,11=r:-|l1li; I-!-nr'-r rIr-IFtIIq are as below:

Sty B RS

Interested parties can submit thesr Gumpla_-tEq_Fa-nul:l ci‘*"‘i"‘“ S Ié'_‘”a:l— 23.07.2024 ﬁmﬁlﬁ I'-J'I"HH l:-"-h"-'”'*aﬂl P.S. Maﬁgn’l Puri, Delhi is FE'I'.'IUiI"E'U to appear before this
interest in sealed cover through | |APproximats cost Rs. 20,87 200/~ Inclusive of GET (Rupees Twenty Nine Courtto answer the said complaint on 27.09.2024.
regislered post and directly by hand of work Lakh Minty Saven Thousand Twe Hundred only) ‘ji;l d 2] aa Q:” LC Y |E |ia;| u aiEEIELI q | I% { | g 27.07. H_"I' pﬂrdar‘ Eh Rishabh Hﬂpﬂﬂl"
' : : Am Security |Rs. 60,000/ (Rs. Sy Thousand Only) e : Sh. :
1 |[Mode of submission at following address e 2 2023 2023) ifdha T, e genfera & i g £
s ! Description | The approved definition of similar nature of work k- {‘ ‘} Metropaiitan Magicirate-05 sNorth-livest),

2 |Date of notification

Submission of E-Tender : Through this hyperlink hitps://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

Date & Time of commencement of download of Tender Specification : 24.07.2024 @ 17.00 Hrs.
Date & Time of closing of download of Tender Specification : 13.08.2024 @ 14.00 Hrs.
Tender will be opened: Through the Tamil Nadu Government e-procurement Portal
hitps://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app CHIEF ENGINEER / MECH/COAL
DIPR/2493/Tender/2024 TANGEDCO / CHENNAI-2

Vi NORTHERN RAILWAY

f:f.?:"mapm,, TENDER NOTICE

The SrOMEDesel, Northerm Rallway, Diesel Loca Shed, Tughlakatsad for and on
bahalf of President of Indis‘invites a-Tendars for the following work. The tender will be
aceepted goling only in the prescribed lender document

subject Description

Mame of work Provision for Modification required noexisting Effluend
Treatment Plant (ETP) at Diesel Shed, Tughiakabad

Information regarding EOI

Dy CCMRates & IT

Morthaast Frontier Raikvay,
Maligaon. Guwahali - 781011
22.07.2024

Place of work Diesal Shed, Tughiakabad, New Dethi- 110044,

any canfral Govl./Raibway unilMedrodsiale Govl /PSLs

Wabsiile to download Motification
— |of EQl

W T I e b v . DOOnV
(undar tendar tab)

Technical Eligikility Criteria | As per clawss 101 of tender form (second shesl) of

Tender Document
An per clause 10.2 of tender form (second shest) of
Tendar Document.

Financial Eligibility Criteria

p NIJ[I’IL._HII:HI ﬂr El:ll can ba Eram 10:00 hes. of 23.07.2024 to Website to download and upload e-tender document] www.ireps.gov.in F1-13/2/2023-Estt. (E-File No.5555
. . =1 F F o 1 . 5 - 7y - - S . - l e 0-
'rjr;l.r.;:.:”md“ﬂ fram wabsle 17:00 hrs. of 12.08.2024 Due date & time of uploading of Tender by tenderer  |12.08. 2024 upto 12:00 Hrs APPEAI— FﬂH I“E"TIFIGATI“" ( )
(Hming i Date & Time of Tender opening |12.08 2024 after 12:00 Hrs. . o
5 |Last date of submission of EOl | Up to 17:00 hrs. of 12.08 2024 Validity of offer B aays framopaing o ander General Public is hereby informed that Recruitment Notice
& |Date of opaning of EQ 13,08.2024 Allocation 05-0313-32 an unidentified male namely

Dy. Chief Commercial Manager (Rates & IT)
For Chief Commercial Manager (FM)/NFR

{») NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE™

Tender Documenlt can be downloaded from Indian Railway websile
wislireps.goviin, For defails of work experience, scope of work and berms &
conditions please see Tender document. TENDER NOTICE NO. DSLITEKDIOTIETP
MODUZ024 dated - 20.07.2024 22372024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

- i -
stcdol forarfor fdisnei,

UG §RT HaATERY] mlﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬂwgﬁﬁ
e-Procurement Notice (Very Short Notice) Tender
Ref. No. BCD/EE. Building Div. Jamshedpur 16/
2024-25, Dt. 20.07.2024 FSTEHT TodRo HET—
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s Connaitrs Offe l.:.””mhm Bervice Operation & Mamtenance OR AMC of Waler Treatmant plantElliuan ST | DPHE?‘EJFQDHUI#\I Rohini Courts, Delhi
; ' [ Contract Treatment plant or sewage treatment plant of min, 30 KLD capacity In
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| PR.NO.330406 Building(24-25):D

Unknown, Sfo: Unknown, Rlo:
Unknown, was found dead from the
area Near Budh Vihar Picket in front of
Monastry Market, Ring Road, Civil Line,
Delhi, on 21.07.2024. In this regard
DD No.: 29A, Dated 21.07.2024, has
been lodged at Police Station Civil
Lines, Delhi.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Anil S/o Sh. Rajender R/o ¥-33, Budh
Vihar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence case FIR No, 282/2019 u/s 12/9/55
Gambling Act at P.5. Mangol Puri, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said Anil cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said Anil has absconded (or is
concealing himself to aveid the service of the said
warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C. has been initiated in
the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said Anil
accused of FIR No.282/2019 u/s 12/9/55 Gambling Act at

Room No. 105,

__ @ Delhi State Health Mission
: 06" Floor, ‘B’ wing, Vikas Bhawan-II,
Civil Lines, Delhi, Ph: 011-23812902/03

i il

Delhi State Health Mission is inviting online
registration for various vacant posts under National
Health Mission. Online registration is mandatory
prior to appearing in interview. Last date for
registration is 13" August 2024. The engagement
will be purely on contract basis as per the policy of

OPENING | AMOUNT /
BAFR nbior Identification of unidentified dead body of male is as under:; i 1Q<1 i
S, NAME OF WEBSITE OF THE BOARD NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT y National Health Mission. For details of posts
No. | BOARD/CORP./AUTH PRLRE OF WOWK MOTCE TENDIN EL::I':E ':‘“;:“'] CORP./ AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL Sex : Male, Age: Approx 50 years, Height 58" o L . . p ’
I — - . _(TIME} | RUPEES o Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Beard: White, Build: eligibility criteria, date of Interview, skill test
| HVPHL il ,F,T,,f:.*.‘fcl'f,', \:}'“.k“' ORI | aesaiied || ALISIACS wowews tvpr.org I 0L sl Thin, Wearing: Not wearing any Clothes. The dead body of | |(if required) and registration link please
WNVTDING DUTSOURCING SERVICES REGARDING GENERA ' S deceased preserved for 72 hours in Subzi Mandi Mortuary for .. : . : :
r1_|l.|l.,||-u|'H E KDL KEEP OF NON-RESIOENTLAL BLIDLDERS identlﬂcatiun_ V181t OU.I' WCbSlteS httpS.//health.delhl.gOV.ln &
VPN e O M AR AR T, | ST | i wwew. tpn_orgIn WL e 4R If any one having any information or clue about this male | | https://dshm.delhi.gov.in
WATDH AND WARD OF 133 KV SUR STATION | HYPNL ROHTAK deceased may HII"1E||1,I' be informed undersugned. SHO
DURENG FY 202425 (FROM 0108, 2034 T0 31032025} | | . e . Sd/ -
; L CREATION CF DNE MO, 13KV LINE BAY FOR FEEDING 23KV 19.07 204 RS X 0172-25A 3789 P.S. Civil Lines, Delhi-110034 L. .
ki | S/STN. LOHART RAGHD AT 220KV S/STN, MASUDPURL(HISAR) | 29072004 it ool ix PROGHVPN.ORG.IN l Ph.: 011-23815444, 23810633 Mission Director,
st FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www., hawanaepmcurement .gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in DP/3595/N/2024 Mobile: 8750870127, 9560532339 | | DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0135/24-25 DSHM
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READY TO ROAR

LEADER OF Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi’s speech
during the first session of Parliament was a major point of dis-
cussion during Tuesday’s meeting of the Opposition INDIA bloc.
Many leaders said that Gandhi and the Opposition together
could “eclipse” the ruling alliance in the House. This “realisa-
tion” prompted the leaders to decide to use the floors of both the
Houses and other parliamentary forums such as standing com-
mittees to take on the government and show off their unity,
sources said. Some leaders suggested that the Opposition should
take part in all discussions in Parliament instead of disrupting
the proceedings. The Budget Session, thus, could see amore ag-
gressive Opposition and fewer disruptions, said the sources.

ous part of the rule — “

BUDGET M ANIFESTATION

THE SPECIAL financial package for Andhra Pradesh, an-
nounced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the
Union Budget on Monday, didn't seem to have surprised many
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) leaders in the Capital. Even before
the Budget was tabled, TDP sources were pretty confident that
their demands would be fulfilled by the Finance Minister. One
source even said that the Centre will allot packages based on
the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. The prediction
came true when Sitharaman referred to the 2014 legislation
in her Budget speech and said that the Centre is committed to
honouring the promises made in the Act.

EXTRA TIME

CHIEF JUSTICE of India D' Y Chandrachud, also the adminis-
trative head of the court, recently issued a curious amend-
ment to the Supreme Court Rules, 2013. On the face of it, the
amended Order II, Rule 1, 2 and 3 that deal with the working
hours of the SC registry, seemed same as earlier — “court shall
open daily from 10 am to 5 pm, except for Sundays and holi-
days” — but a close look at the order showed that an innocu-
no work, unless of an urgent nature
will be taken up after 4.30 pm” — was dropped in the amend-
ment. The last half an hour of the day will now be the same as
the rest of the day for the registry.

Jaishankar to visit Japan,
Laos to attend meetings
of Quad and ASEAN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar is headed to Japan
and Laos later this month to at-
tend crucial meetings of Quad
and ASEAN respectively. During
the meeting of the Quad in Tokyo
onJuly 29, foreign ministers will
take forward discussions held
during the last meeting in New
York in September 2023, said a
statement by the Ministry of
External Affairs on Tuesday.

They will also exchange
views on developments in the
Indo-Pacific region, and review
progress on Quad initiatives and
working groups, it said.
Jaishankar is visiting Tokyo from
July 20 to 30 at the invitation of
Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa, the MEA said. India
is also expected to hold the Quad
Summit later this year.

At the Quad meeting which
will see participation from Japan,
Australia and the United States,
the ministers would discuss re-
gional and international issues,
and guide future collaboration to
achieve the shared vision of a
free and open Indo-Pacific region
by addressing contemporary pri-
orities of the region through de-
livery of public goods, the state-
ment said.

Just before his Tokyo visit,

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar. File

Jaishankar will visit Vientiane
from July 25 to 27, at the invita-
tion of Saleumxay Kommasith,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Laos, to par-
ticipate in the Foreign Ministers'
Meetings under the ASEAN
framework.

The visit is of particular sig-
nificance since this year marks a
decade of India's Act East Policy
which was announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
9th East Asia Summit in 2014,
said the MEA.

Jaishankar is also expected to
hold bilateral meetings with his
counterparts from other coun-
tries on the margins of the
ASEAN-related meetings, said
the MEA.
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Top court rules out NEET re-test: Paper leak

in Patna & Hazaribagh, not systemic breach

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
turned down demands for can-
cellation of the NEET-UG 2024,
saying that “at the present stage,
there is absence of sufficient ma-
terial on record to lead to the
conclusion thatresult of the... ex-
amination stands vitiated or that
there is a systemic breach to the
sanctity of the examination”.

The Bench of Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandrachud and
Justices ] B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra also asked the National
Testing Agency (NTA) to revise
the NEET-UG results by correct-
ing the error of awarding marks
for two options to a Physics mul-
tiple choice question, and asked
it to treat only one — option 4 —
as the correct answer.

On Monday, the SChad asked
the IIT-Delhi director to consti-
tute a team of three experts to
look at the question and inform
it of the correct answer.

Delivering its ruling on a
clutch of petitions seeking can-
cellation of the exam, the Bench
said: “We are of the considered
view that ordering the cancella-
tion of the entire NEET-UG 2024
examination is neither justified
on the application of the settled
tests which have been pro-
pounded in the decisions of this
court, nor on the basis of the ma-
terial on the record.”

“Adding to the absence of
conclusive material on record at
the present stage, the data which
has been produced on record
city-wise, centre-wise and the
comparison for the years 2022,
2023 and 2024, is not indicative

of a systemic leak of the question
paper which would indicate a
disruption of the sanctity of the
examination,” it said.

The Bench said it “is also
mindful of the fact that directing
a fresh NEET-UG exam for the
present year would be replete
with serious consequences for
over 2 million students who
have appeared in the examina-
tion, including, in particular,
(i) disruption of the admission
schedule for medical courses
(ii) cascading effects on the
course of medical education
(iii) prejudicial impact on the
availability of qualified medical
professionals in the future and
(iv) a serious element of disad-
vantage to the marginalised
group of students for whom
reservation has been made inal-
location of seats”.

Saying that the CBI is still in-
vestigating the matter, the court
made it clear that any student
found to have been involved in
malpractice would face action,
and would have no right to con-
tinue his/ her admission.

“In arriving at the ultimate
conclusion, the court is guided
by the well-settled test on
whether it is possible to segre-
gate tainted students from those
whose candidature does not suf-
fer from any taint. Moreover, it
would need to be clarified thatif
the investigation reveals the in-
volvement of anincreased num-
ber of beneficiaries than those
who are suspects at the present
stage, action shall be pursued
against any student found to be
involved in wrongdoing at any
stage, notwithstanding the com-
pletion of the counselling
process. In other words, no stu-

HOW THE CASE UNFOLDED

MAY 5: NEET-UG holds exam at
4,750 centres in 571 cities.

MAY 17:SC seeks replies from
Centre, NTA on plea alleging
irregularities in the exam.

JUNE 4: Results declared; 67
candidates bag top rank.

JUNE 11: SCseeks replies from
Centre, NTA on plea seeking a
fresh exam on grounds of
alleged question paper leak.

JUNE 13: Centre cancels grace
marks to 1,563 candidates who
took the exam, and informs SC.
Centre says it will have the
option to either hold a retest or
forgo compensatory marks.

JUNE 14: SC seeks replies from
Centre, NTA on plea seeking a
CBI probe into the allegations.

JUNE 18: SCsays even if there
was ‘0.001% negligence’ on the
part of anyone in conduct of the
exam, it should be dealt with
thoroughly.

JUNE 23: About 813 of the 1,563
candidates earlier awarded
grace marks appear for aretest,
officials say.

JULY 1: Candidates sharing top
rankreduce to 61, from 67.

JULY 5: Scrapping the exam
would ‘jeopardise’ lakhs of

AISA members protest
against cancellation of
NEET-UG re-test, in Patna
on Tuesday. ANI

honest students, Centre tells SC.

JULY 10: Centre tells SC there
was neither any indication of
‘mass malpractice’ nor a
localised set of candidates
being benefited, leading to
abnormal scores.

JULY 18:SCdirects NTA to
declare centre and city-wise
results by 12 noon on July 20,
while masking identities of
the aspirants.

JULY 22: SC asks IIT-Delhi
director to form a team to go into
aparticular question of Physics
asked in the exam, and submit
areporton the correct answer
by the next day.

JULY 23:SCrules out
cancellation and retest.

-With PTlinputs

dentwhois revealed to have en-
gaged in acts of fraud or to have
been the beneficiary of malprac-
tices would be entitled to claim
the vested right or interestin the
continuation of the admissionin
the future,” the SC said.
Pronouncing the brief order,
the SCsaid: “In a matter like the
present, it is imperative that the
final conclusions of the court be

recorded at the present stage
since there is an urgent need to
provide certainty and finality to
a dispute which affects the ca-
reers of over 2 million students”.
The Bench added that it will
come out with a detailed judg-
ment later.

“The fact that the leak of the
NEET-UG 2024 paper took place
at Hazaribagh in Jharkhand and

Patna in Bihar is not in dispute,”
it said. “Following the transfer of
the investigation to it, CBI has
filed its status reports dated July
10,July 17 andJuly 21. The disclo-
sures by the CBlindicate that the
investigation is continuing.
However, CBI has indicated that
at the present stage, the material
which has emerged during the
course of the investigation
would indicate that about 155
students drawn from the exam-
ination centres at Hazaribagh
and Patna appear to be the ben-
eficiaries of the fraud,” it said.

“Since the investigation by
CBI has not attained finality
at the present point of time”, the
SC said it had, “in a previous
order, required the Union
Government to indicate
whether certain trends in regard
to the existence of abnormalities
or otherwise could be drawn on
the basis of the results emanat-
ing from the 4,750 centres
situated in 571 cities. Pursuant
to the direction of the court, the
Union Government has pro-
duced a report of IIT-Madras in-
dicating the position on the basis
of data analytics”.

The Centre, in its affidavit to
the SC earlier, had said IIT-
Madras had found “no abnor-
mality” or “any indication of
mass malpractice”.

The SC said the objections of
the petitioners to the IIT-Madras
report would be considered in
the course of the reasoned judg-
ment which will follow.

“At this stage, in order to ob-
viate any controversy, the court
has independently scrutinised
the data which has been submit-
ted on record by the NTA,” the
top court said.

Accused entered

strongroom,
leaked NEET
paper: CBI to SC

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JULY 23

THE PAPER leak in the NEET-UG
in May occurred in Jharkhand’s
Hazaribagh, the CBI told the
Supreme Court on Tuesday — the
first time that the agency has offi-
cially made the claim since it took
over probe into the case in June.
The CBI told the SC the paper
leak occurred at Oasis School in
Hazaribagh on May 5, the day of
the medical entrance exam. The
paper was solved in the district,
confirmed by the CBI. Oasis
School principal Ehsanul Haque
and NEET-UG exam centre’s su-
perintendent Imtiyaz Alam, who
are in the CBI custody at present,
have denied any wrongdoing.
“We've CCTV footage showing
that the main accused, Pankaj
Kumar alias Aditya, had access to
Oasis School strongroom... Kumar
entered the campus at 7.12 am
and sat in the staff room adjacent
to the strongroom. At 7.53 am, the
front door of the strongroom was
locked... He entered the stron-
groomviathereardoorat8.02am
and leftat9.23 am,” the CBI said.
Kumar allegedly sent photos
of the paper to another accused,
who shared it with the ‘solver
gang’. “They... solved the ques-
tions, scanned a hard copy of the
answer sheet and sent it to an-
other location in Hazaribagh and
two more in Patna,” the CBI said.

National Test Agency to issue revised merit list in two
days, 44 toppers to see ranks slip by at least 88 positions

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

KEEPING IN line with the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court, the
National Testing Agency (NTA)is
expected toissue a revised merit
list for the NEET undergraduate
examination,a move that will af-
fect 44 exam toppers who may
see their ranks slip by at least 88
positions, if not more, The Indian
Express has learned.

In the results announced on
June4, there were arecord 67 can-
didates who had scored a perfect
720 marks and tied for the top
spot. Of these, six topped due to
being compensated with extra
marks for time lost during the ex-
amination because of mistakes

made by invigilators. Apart from
that,as many as 44 made it to the
top because they gotan answer to
a basic physics question wrong
and received “grace marks” for it.

Although the NTA agreed to
compensate the 44 candidates
with an additional five marks be-
cause the incorrect answer they
marked was based on an erro-
neous reference in their old Class
12 NCERT science textbook, the
Supreme Court decided that there
would be just one accurate an-
swer and anyone responding with
anything other than that would
not receive marks forit.

This means these 44 candi-
dates would now have their
scores revised to 715 out of 720.

Apart from the remaining 14
candidates who have scored 720,

there are another 70 who have
scored 716 marks out of 720.
These 44 will now be ranked only
after them. “This means their rank
will most likely be only after the
88th and maybe evenin the hun-
dreds,” said a source.

On Tuesday, after the
Supreme Court verdict, Union
Education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan told reporters that the
NTA would release a new merit
list in two days. Welcoming the
Supreme Court’s rejection of the
demands for cancelling NEET-UG,
Pradhansaid: “Truth prevails, we
welcome the order of the
Supreme Court. We have said
from the beginning, our priority
is the students of the country...
over the past two months, the
government's stand hasbeen that

there has been no large-scale
breach. Today, in the Supreme
Court, this was shown to beright.”
He added that the govern-
ment is “committed to make the
NTA a transparent, tamper-free,
error-free organisation”,and “take
strict legal action against those
whowere involved in this chaos”.
On the UGC-NET which was
cancelled aday afteritwasheldin
June, on the grounds that the pa-
per may have been leaked on the
darknet, Pradhan said the NTA has
announced anew date, indicating
that a retest is still on the cards.
Pradhan also attacked the
Opposition on Tuesday, and said
that the Opposition had at-
tempted to mislead students and
create confusion.
“Inlight of the NEET issue, the

UK Foreign Secy to visit New Delhi today

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 23

JUST OVER a fortnight after the
Labour Party led by Keir Starmer
swept the polls in the United
Kingdom ending 14 years of
Conservative Party-led govern-
ment, the newly-appointed
British Foreign Secretary David
Lammy is coming to India on
Wednesday on a day-long visit.
Arriving in New Delhi on
Wednesday morning, Lammy will
meet External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and will head for the
ASEAN foreign ministers’ meeting
in Laos capital, Vientiane.
Jaishankar is also attending the

Laos meeting. This will be the first
visittoIndia by a top official of the
government led by Starmer, who
had said that he looked forward
to further deepening the “strong
and respectful relationship” be-
tween both the countries.

A day after he led the Labour
Party to a landslide election vic-
tory, Starmer had spoken to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and they agreed to work towards
anearly conclusion of a mutually
beneficial India-UK free trade
agreement (FTA). The British PM,
while discussing the FTA, had said
he stood ready to conclude adeal
“that worked for both sides”.

He had also welcomed Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership on key

British Foreign Secretary
David Lammy. Reuters

global challenges, such as climate
change and economic growth, ac-
cording to the British govern-
ment’s statementissued on July 6.

Downing Street had said the
leaders agreed there was a wide

range of areas across “defence
and security, critical and emerg-
ing technology, and climate
change” for the two countries to
deepen cooperation.

Modi, on the other hand, had
congratulated Starmer on his “re-
markable victory” and had said he
looked forward to “positive and
constructive collaboration” to fur-
ther strengthen bilateral ties.

In the last week of June — just
about 10 days before the elections
in the UK — Lammy had used his
speech at the inaugural day of
India Global Forum’s IGF London
2024 to send a key message to the
Narendra Modi government, em-
phasising the Labour Party’s readi-
ness to finalise an FTA with India.

‘Unparalleled courage’: Head constable Aashiq Ali saves Shiv
bhakt Monu Singh at Haridwar ghat during Kanwar Yatra

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN, JULY 23

A ROUTINE day for Aashig Ali —
a head constable with
Uttarakhand’s State Disaster
Response Force, patrolling
Haridwar’s Kangda Ghat during
the ongoing kanwar yatra - took
a dramatic turn when he no-
ticed 21-year-old kanwariya
Monu Singh drowning in the
river Ganga on Tuesday.

“He was trying to swing
across the river from the other
side, but after crossing around

60 meters of the 100-meter-
wide stretch, he started drown-
ing in the fast-flowing stream. I
jumped and swam around 40
meters to save him,” said Ali,
whose act was captured by his
colleague on video.

This was just one of the res-
cues Ali and his team executed
on Tuesday.

“Every year, on average, we
save 40-50 kanwariyas here...
We have around 500 meters to
cover with just six jawans, but
we try our best,” Ali told The
Indian Express.

Ali highlighted the challenge

of saving someone in a fast-
flowing stream, as the person of-
ten panics and restricts the res-
cuer's movements. “We have
received special training for this,
with regular courses. The expe-
rience we have gained over the
years also helps... [ have saved
over 100 kanwariyas from
drowning since my deploy-
ment,” he said.

Ali joined the Uttarakhand
Policein 2012 as a constable and
joined the SDRF in 2014. Since
2021, he has been posted at this
ghat during every kanwar yatra.

Ina statement, the SDRF said,

“During the kanwar yatra at
Kangra Ghat, 21-year-old Monu
Singh was swept away by the
strong current while taking a
bath, putting him in a perilous
situation. Head constable
Aashiq Ali, displaying unparal-
leled courage, immediately
jumped into the river. Braving
the fast-flowing water, Ali man-
aged to bring Monu Singh safely
to shore, disregarding his own
safety. This selfless and coura-
geous act by Ali has given a new
life to a Shiv Bhakt.”

Later in the day, another 21-
year-old, Sandeep Yadav from

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Gorakhpur, was rescued by Ali
and constable Shivam Singh.

Talking to The Indian
Express, Yadav said, “I have been
going on the yatra for the last
five years, but this happened for
the first time. Before I jumped
into the river, police and SDRF
personnel tried to stop me but|
couldn’t hear them. I had almost
crossed the stream when the
depth suddenly increased and
could not swim anymore. I
waved my hands, pleading for
someone to save me, and saw
two people swimming towards
me.”

“They saved me. I feel like I
have gone through a rebirth. I
can never thank them enough.
The Muslim head constable
who saved me - he is my
brother from this day,” said
Yadav.

During the course of the day;,
the SDRF team, including Alj,
saved several others - 21-year-
old Govind Singh from Rudrapur
Kheda, Uttarakhand; 17-year-
old Karan from Sadar Tikona
Park, Delhi; Ankit, a 15-year-old
from Panipat, Haryana; and
Arun Rathore, a 32-year-old
from Jalalpur, Muzaffarnagar.

manner that the Opposition
adopted... they called the coun-
try’s examination systeminvalid,
said it was a shame, and that it
was rubbish. This shows theirin-
tellectual level. Those who have
cleared these competitive ex-
ams... engineers, doctors, stu-
dents from IIMs have made a
place for themselves in the world.
In speaking ill of these exams,
Rahul Gandhi has spoken ill of
the nation. Misleading the stu-
dents of the country, creating
confusion...this has been a part
of their politics. Since they are not
able to accept consistent electoral
defeat, anarchy and civil unrest
have become a part of their poli-
tics,” said the education minister.

“I would like to appeal to
them to apologise to the stu-

dents. Political discussions can
be different... students are of the
country, not of any particular
party,” said Pradhan adding:
“Satyamev Jayate, the truth can-
not be hidden.”

On the opposition to NEET in
some states, Pradhan said: “The
Supreme Court had given its
opinion that there should be an
All-India test (conducted) by an
agency, because there were alot
of complaints in the old prac-
tice...I think this (opposition to
NEET) is political...  don’t know
whose interests they are serving.
Those who are opposing NEET
today, from Tamil Nadu, were
part of the government in 2010.
The first unified examination
was conducted in 2013. We were
not in charge in those days.”

Environmental release
of GM Mustard: Apex
court gives split verdict

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,JULY 23

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
delivered a split verdict on a pe-
tition challenging the condi-
tional approval granted by the
Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee (GEAC) to the Delhi
University’s Centre for Genetic
Manipulation of Crop Plants
(CGMCP), for the environmental
release of transgenic mustard,
DMH-11, and its subsequent ap-
proval by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC), with one of
the judges striking it down and
the other upholding it.

While Justice BV Nagarathna,
who was part of the two-judge
bench, held the decision as “viti-
ated”, Justice Sanjay Karol, who
was the other judge on the bench
upheld it as “independent, rea-
soned and in consonance with
the rules (Rules for manufacture,
use, import, export and the stor-
age of hazardous microorgan-
isms, genetically engineered or-
ganisms or cells, 1989).”

Both the judges, however,
asked the centre to formulate a
national policy on genetically
modified (GM) crops and organ-
isms and to ensure compliance
with labelling of GM foods, in ac-
cordance with the Food Safety

The SCbench urged the
Centre to formulate a
policy on GM crops

and Security Act, 2006.

Justice Nagarathna noted
that the grant of approval by
GEAC is governed by Rule 13 of
the 1989 Rules, she said that it
“does not contemplate any role
for... MOEF&CC in the decision-
making process” and “therefore,
the lateral intervention by the
said Ministry seriously under-
mines the credibility and in-
tegrity of the decision making as
well as the regulatory process”.

Justice Karol, however, said
that the “conditional approval
granted... shows that the ap-
proval...was on the basis of multi-
ple documents and not only the
comments of the expert commit-
tee, as alleged by the petitioners”.

He said that “the conditional
release of DMH-11 was made sub-
ject to several conditions includ-
ing, among others, that the
MOoEFCC/ GEAC may impose fur-
ther conditions as may be neces-
sary”. “The effect of accepting the
submission... would mean that a
person of science, by being a
member, simpliciter of the
Government body, would be dis-
counted as an ‘expert’...”
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Fresdia

91 9 99 &1 & TS 8 SU9R, 98 Udhed 3N IRaN 9 WR|
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

¢ OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

No. 3424 Date. 22.07.2024
"e" Procurement Notice for Road Works

: |Flood Resilient Road Works under SDMF & Impvt. to Road
under Deposit Scheme

: 102 No. of Road Works

: | Varies from Rs. 328.65 lakhs to Rs. 499.42 lakhs

1.|Name of the Work

2.|Total No. of works:
3.|Estimated Cost of the work:

4.|Class of Contractor

a) Estimated cost more than Rs. 20.00 lakhs
up to Rs. 3.00 Crore

b) Estimated cost more than Rs. 1.00 Crore
up to Rs. 20.00 Crore

¢) Estimated cost more than Rs. 6.00 Crores
up to Rs. 50.00 Crore

: |B Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing
authorities

: |A Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing
authorities

: |Special Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other
licensing authorities

5.|Period of completion : |As mentioned in Column-7 of Annexure
6.|Oftered rates by bidder : | The offered rate by the contractor shall be excluding GST.
7.| Other details
Procurement Officer Bid Availability of Tender on-line Date & Time of opening
Identification No. for bidding of tender
From To Technical Bid| Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6
Chief Engineer, Central Rural| Tender-Online- 29.07.2024 |13.08.2024 up | 14.08.2024 at | To be intimated
Works Circle, Bhubaneswar C.C.19 of 2024 at 11.00 A.M. | to 5.00 P.M. | 11.00 A.M. lateron
Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in pU— GINESSS

OIPR 25194/11/0003/2425

CENTRAL ROW. CIRCLE BHUBANESWAR
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TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVIGES CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)
No. 417, Pantheon Road, Chennai-600 008. Phone: 044-2819 1880, 2818 0258
Website: www.inmsc.tngovin E-Mall : gmdrug.inmsci@tn.gov.in, mngrpurdrug.tnm

Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authonty, Tamilnadu Medical
Services Corporation Ltd., Chennai - 600008, for the supply of Anti Hemophilic
Drugs from the Licensed Manufacturers having three years Market Standing and
holding Good Manufacturing Practice Certificate (as per revised Schedule “M") issued
by the Drug Control Authority. Direct Importers holding a valid Import License and
expenenced in the field fo a minimum period of three years and Loan Licensees having
valid Loan License are also eligible to participate in this tender.

Date and
Tender e-Tender |time of online
Si' Description ;;I::Ld?; Floating Submission | opening of
i decn Period Duration Technical
Bids
Online Tender for
the supply of Anti
Hemophilic Drugs e-012/M(P) 24.07.2024 | 09.08.2024 at
;i HEMOY at4.00 PM ta| 10.00 AM to
to TNMSC Limited .08.

1 THNMSC/2024, | 22.08.2024 22.08.2024 s a0l
under rate contract at 11.00 AM
system for one Hatad Hpsn Upio

i 24.07.2024 1100 AM 11.00 AM
year from the date
of acceptance

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted at
https://tntenders.gov.in. The tender document can also be downloaded at

www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in for reference purpose. 35 {
g el Tender Inviting Authority /

DIPR | 2531 /| TENDER [ 2024 General Manager (Drugs)
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
DRMICAW), DEM office, Bkaner acling
for and on behalf of The President of india
inwitee E-Tenders no.: 06-Mech-CnWV-
2024-25, dated 20.07.2024 Bidders will
be able 1o submit thelr argnalirevised
bids wp to closing date 12.08.2024 Up 1o
15:00 hrs only. Manual offers ara naol
allowied against this tendeas, and any such
manual offer received shall be ignored
Mame of work with its location:
Provisdon of GAMTECH Design Quick
Watering SystemiFacilities at S04G statlon
on Platiorm-Mos. 1, 2and 3 & 4. Approx.
cost of the work: T 1,23,95 541 56/~ Bid
Security to b deposited: T 212 000,00/
(Onfing Paymeant through net banking or
paymeant gateway i F/O 5r DFM, NWR,
Bikaner] Date and time for submission
of tender: Submission of e-tendar up 1o
12.08.2024 =2t 15:00 hrs. Date and time
for opening of tendar. opening of

dender on 12,08.2024 al 15:30 hrs,
Cost of Tender form: € 0/-
particular: www.ireps.gov.in

BG0-AR24

Wiakbaile

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Notice of Inviting E-Tender
Dy.CHME /Carriage Workshap, Ajmer Narlh
Western Rathway acting for and an behalf
af The Presidant of Indiz invites E-Tender
no. Carmriage-10-2024 Date 23.07.2024.
Bidders will ‘'ba able to submit their
anginalirgviged Bids up 1o ciaging dabe and
time ondy, Manual offers are not allowed
against this tender and any such manual
offer received shall be ignorad. Detads
arg a5 under. Mame of work with its
location: "Green Cao Raling of Carmage
Workshap, NWE, Almer location (As per
Scope of Work) (Approximate area
200000 SgM )™ Approx. cost of the work:
T 3,48 410000 Tender Document Cost:
¢ 00.00/- Earnest Money to be
deposited; ¥ 13 000/ Date and time for
submission of E-Tender: Submisaion of
E-Tendsr up 1o 14.08.2024 at 15.00 Hrs.
Website particular: www.ireps.gov.in
Eligibility Criteria: Mol Applicable,
Nate! Eamest Money 1o be deposited
online through payment gateway facility
an the IREFS website only. B5T-ARI24

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open E-TENDER NOTICE
Divl.. Rly. Manager, N.W.Rallway
Jaipur for and on bahalfl of President of
India invites open E-Tender for the
following warks up to 15:30 hours on
the date shown as balow. E-Tender
Notice No.: ENGG-JP-2024-25-61.
MName of Work with its Location: JP-
Ovisians- Gradient venficaton of stations
vands and seclions using Lidar Survay
lechnology. Approx. cost of  work:
% 215 78,000.00/- Earnest Money:
2 2 57.900.00/- Detall i= available on
BN RlY weabsile: www.ireps.gov.in
and Nolice Board in WA saction, DRM
Office, NWR/Jaipur. Tender No.
ENGG-JP-2024-25-81 (5 Lo
be closed on 13/08/2024 al 15.30
hrs and opened on 13/08/2024 at
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Staning date and time for placing e-tenders
Closing daie and time for placing e-tender
By aluarhun of e-tenders
i, The rescrve price and quotn ol these

Excise Policy 2024-25

[he rone-wise deinil of reserve price

mailable on the official website of deparimeni e

Hamvana Excise Act. 1914, the

competeni authority and the Excise Policy fior the vear 202425

any allotment n public inorest

u.;mhtnl rlﬁ'lll,lnd ol ten davs

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT

ROTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FROM GENERAL FURLIC FOR ALLUOTMENT
OF REMAINING RETAIL LIQUOR ZONES IN TEN (10) ISTRICTS IN THE STATE
OF HARY ANA FOR THE EXCISE POLICY YEAR 2024-238,

I li is maosbalied For the indormation ol y-,'lwlq.l |1-|.||h|||,' that e-tenders for allotment of

“Yade

of eountry  liguor Gnd  Indisn

I4A) in 10 districts in the Stale of Harvana are hereby invited for the oxcise policy vear

The district wise detall of 2ones avidlable for e-bidding 18 a8 under:-

Mame of DNatrici Lone Code
| Faridabad | ZTRDT)
| Crurugram (East) . LORR DR
I“I‘n.'lr . SHSRO] LFHEROT
. st ier . fdHALD
K vk sheim | ARKRA
| Narmaul | ZNNLIS il Lt L
[ Punipat ..l*i"‘h| I
| Rewari ..l"H"F'I-H”
Hohiak _,-'}-I_] h_I: 15 ARTEIR
[ Sirsa | £5RS14

3 The schedule for submisalon of e-bids for these zones and evalustion thereol shall be m under: -

been decided as per the provisions of clause 2.16 and other relevant provisions of the Haryana

displayed m the excise arrangement

i. The e-tenders for these zones can be submitied onlineg through the official website
of the department e, www harvenatioe gov.in. The remaining terms and conditions of e-tenders
and allotment of zones shall be same, as informed vide the Public Notice, published in leading
o Moy,

districts in the Siste of Harvana. The copy of Public Notice dated 18" May, 2024 is also

2024, for inviting &

} | From 28" July, 2024 (9.00 AM)
| Till 25" Jlul-u.:nzl 104,00 PM)
25% July, 2024 (5.00 PM)

1 3 sones Tor the purpose of e-tendering has

and g uicilin af these 13 aones shall e

e-tenders for allotment of retail liguor zones of all

woocwd, harvanatax gov.in. The detsiled

Forelgn  Ligquar  sends

procedure of registration for participation in the allotment process and submission of e-tenders is
also avmilable on the olficial website
3. The excise ammangements of these zones containing number of vends, liquor guota,
location of vends, command area as applicable and reserve pnce thereof, as well as the venue for
evaluation of e-tenders shall be conspicuously displaved in the office of DETCs (Excise) -and
DETCs (ST) of the districts concerned. These details shall also be available on the official
wehsite 2. www harvanates.gov.in

All allotmentis) and grant of licence{s) shall be -subjedt 1o the provisions of the

rules fromed thereunder,

procedure may be obfained from the office of DETCs (Excise] in any of the districis. The cops
of Haryans Excise Policy for the vear 2024-25 is available on official website of the departmient

All allotments of loenses are subject to the approval ol the Exeise and Taxation
Commitssionet | Finandal Commidssiones), The ETC (FC) may reledl, withoul sestgndng dany

as the cnse maovy bo,

allotment. In case no decision of Excine and Taxation Commissiomer (FOC) s conveyed within the

Excise and | axatlon Commissioner,

orders/instructions j=swed by the

Any. clarn {tembicn rl..'|!::1r|1||1|,__' thie

wilhin 10 dawvs of the dsle of

the allotment shall be deemed o have beerm approved by the

Harvina

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER
CPM AGSU NWR dgmer an behalf of The
Prasidant of India invites E-Tandars for
the following work up 1o 15,00 Hrs. on
the mentioned dale. Tander No.:
CPM-GSU-AII-MD-VB-2024, Name of
work: Construcbon of Inspection  pit
lime with catwalk, Covered Shed for pit
lima, Path way & olhar miscellanaous
works in ofw Upgradation’ Development
of mamlenance infrastruciure and
maintanance facilities for Vanda
Bharal traing al Madar of Ajmer
Division, Approximate cost of work ©
£10,51,76,062.48/- Bid Security:
T 6,75000.00- Date & Time of closing
E-Tender: 20,08 2024 &t 1500 Hrs
Date & Time of opaning E-Tender:
20.08.2024 st 15.30 Hrs, The detalls of
abawa E - lender ane available on websibé
wiww ireps.gow.in

858-AR/24
on - LA B /N Ralkways B NWHaiays

Folkche us

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

SUPPLY OF STORE ITEMS
THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT TENDERS
TENDER NOTICE MNo: S/52/MWR/AIN
2024|002 Date: 22.07.2024. 5r,
DMANWRAIMER acting ‘for and an
behall of the President of India invites E-
tener on www.lreps.gov.in site as
folbows, The E- lenders will be closed as
an 06.08.2024 at 14.25 hrs. Tender Mo.:
52245259C, Brief Descriplion: Supply,
mstallation and Commissioning of 1BRE
Steam Bodler, a5 per Annesure-A Qby: 1
Mos. Unik: Nos, Due Date: 06,08,2024 al
14.25 hra. Note (1) Inferested tenderars
iy visi the wabsiba ireps.gov.in for Full
detalls! descriptlon/Specificaton/EMD &
tender cosi etc. All fendarers are
requested to abtaln digtal signateres and
get them registered on abowe sie and
guode electronscally andy, (2] For vieswing
and participating in other fenders such as
apan tender costing balow Rs. 25 Lakh,
lmdled fenders, speckal Emdbed lesders
and low walue tenders, please wvisit
WAL Ireps, gaviin

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER
CPM IGELY NWR Ajmer on behalf of The
Prasidant of India mwviles E - Tandars for
the following work up to $5.00 Hrs. on
the mantionad date. Tender Mo.:
CPM-GSU-All-MD-VB-02-2024. Name
of work: Earlh work in Termation,
gxlension of minor bridges, ballasl
supply, fransportation of P-way
material and linkeng of track in  stabling
lines and pit lne and other ancillary
works In connectan ol wp-gracation
Develocpment ol mainlenancea
infrastructurg and maintenance faciliies
for Mands Bharat frains at Madar of
Ajmer Diasion. Approximate cost of
work @ 342 6091526/ Bld Security:
T 521300000 Date & Time of closing
E-Tendaer: 20.08.2024 a1 1500 Hrs,
Date & Time of opening E-Tender:
20.08.2024 at 15.30 Hrs The details of
above E - ender are available on wabsile
WOWWL IS, g in

B53-ARIZ4

WESTERN RAILWAY-BHAVNAGAR DIVISION

INTERLOCKING &
REPAIRING WORK

Mo. W1 18/HIT/E-Tender/2024-25 WA/
14 Date 17/07/2024; Divisiornal Raihway,
Manager (Works), Weslern Hallway,
Bhavanagar para invites e-lenders for the
following works: Tender Details are as
undar:- Sr. No, (1}; E-Tender Mo:
T8/ 2024-25; Mame of Waork: Bhavnagar
Division: Supply installation, testing and
commessicning of sagnaling gears in
cannectfion of (i) Dhasa - Rajula;
Interlocking of LT gate Mo, 41. (0} Dhasa

Rajula; Inledocking of LT gale Mo, 56,
Tender Value: ¥ SG19728.44; EMD: 2
18640000, Sr. Mo. (2); E-Tender Mo
B0 /2024-25; Mame of Work: LHS Mo,
44/8 {Dld LG Mo, 35): repairs (o LHS for
safe Trallic movemen! and [0 preven|
seepaie of water as recommencded by 1T
Gandhinagar; Tender Value: ¥
BEZ260.28; EMD: ¥ 17300.00; For above

both tenders: Date of Bidding Starl
Date: 25/07/ 2024, Date ol Bidding
Closing: D8/ 0852024, The WNIT has been
uploaded on Railway web site

wiwwLireps.govin on 1TF07 /2024, &
Like us on: [ facebook.comWestemRly

Azad iy
At ishotsay

856-AR24

MW Raikuays B NRslwaye

IR ufews Yea

s-FAfde s e
Heet 1ot waes, gatttatn, ow uldn el
SN SR I & 12T & ) vd 35
3T & £-Ffa & wern & wafem Fa 5
S Tt womt o fAfde A ol &
i o e E R o 1
1) §-Frfire sy dwa 2024-25: 92. &
B AW F B Improvement to staff
quarters in RTGH-DNA section.
AT AP = ¥ 2,00,52,930.95. F9H
® 7fdr: T 2,50.300/- 2) §-FifEE g
T 2024-25: 93, ST W A & 2
Construction of Road under Bridge
subway (234 0x2.75) in lieu of manned
LC noC-100 in Merta yard, &
(M6.00mx5.00) LC Mo, 1 (km 0/7-8 on
MTD-MEC), LC Mo, 99 (km 520/1-2 on
DNA-MTD) and LC Mo, 994 km0/7-8 on
MTD Bye Pass) { Total 04 no. RUB aver
Jadhpur division). BIEHTﬁH HT:
T 31,03,15,278.51. T fEN: T 17,06,600/-,
3) §-Pfder e v 2024-25: 94. w1
& AW 7 ¥WME- Left aver work of
Provision of constructing Tno.225 KL &
2Zno. N0 KL capacity RCC owver Head
Tank and under ground Hauze at
Magaur , Merta Road i/c with separate
water supply netwaork for sweet &

salty water in the section of
ADEN/Merta Road of jJodhpur Division.
I I T 1063605227, @M
I T 2,03,200/-, 4) EFAfEE g
T 2024-25: 95, T & AW T =4
Through ballast recoupment of 48.53
K between LN-SMRE section under
the jurisdiction of Sr.DEM/West/jU
HAWR FPTE: T 3,41,64,340 48, FAH
i ¥ 320,200/~ FfEE T wHE
92 to 95 of 2024-25 e w=a F37 &)
ffe 07/08/2024, 09/08/2024 &
12/08/2024 F1 15,00 T3 7% &) J5052
&1 faavm =181 &7 2-ffder & 9 w9 A

] - www.ireps.gov.in
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fm— NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional EngineenC, Morthern Rastway. DEM Ofice, Daedhl Divighan, Stata
Entry Road, Mew Delhi-110055, for and oo behalf of the President of India mvites
sealad opan alecironic-tenders for under nobad work:-

i [ 8 O /NWRallways B sWRalways_ = ofe o

MName of | Hecomdilioning of Whesl Burnsiscabs and Reconditioning of Gupped
the Work | welded joints over Dalhi Dwvision under DENMrack/DLL
Approximate Cost of work LT7.559.500/-

Earnest Money to be deposited 71,56, 200/-

Completion Period 12 Monihs | Date of Dpening 13.08. 2024

s atbar

f-—

--'-mfm.a.

The e-tender is to be submit through railway website 'hitp: ireps.gowin’. The
tender can be aubmit anwebsie wup to 1500 hrs. on 12082024 and shall be opened

No.: 12E-WISKDEN-C/NIT-06/2024-25-WC Dated : 22.07.2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Notice for E-TENDER

222TI2024

1.|Name of the work with lecation: Rate contract of wendors {firmsidistributors!
chemist shops) in Local Purchase to supply of Medicines, Surgical iems &
Consurnables, elc. at Mortherm Railway Divisional Hospital, Delhi as well over all
Health units of Delhi division (situalted in Delhi NCR arsa, Haryana, Uitar Pradesh)

Z. | Approximate estimate cost ; Re. 29,.00,000.00 {Tweniy Mina akhs only) par month

hiundred anly)

3, |EMD to be deposited : Rs. 7058000 (Rs, Seven lakh llve thousand five

4, |Completion period of the work ; Two (02) years from the date of award of work
_|which is extandabde maximum up to 06 months,
5.|Date & Time for submission & npenlng of online bid & Place -
{Twasday) up to 11:00 &M and opaning 11:30 hrs. same day at office of Northem
Railway Divisional Hospital, Shyama Prasad Mukheres Mang, Dalki -

F o e e e s T e )

13,08 2024

110006

. | Onllne tender is to be submitied : www. ireps. gov.in

| 7. [Walidity of offer : 90 days from the date of opening of tendar

Mon-deposition of earnest mianey will result in the tender baing cancelled without
noticg, Bidders will be able (o subadl helr onginaligviged s oaly G e st
date and time. Bids are o be submitted online only, Manual bids/offers are nof
peErmitled 2gamesl kis lender, and any manual offer received will be ignomed, To
participaie in the e-lender sysiem, tenderers are required fo register with Indian
Raibways e-Procurement Syslem SHe |e. WWw.ireps.gov.in, Netessary changes,
corrigendumdaddendum, if necessary, will be posted on this website onby.

Mo, 43-Med/NRDH/LP{Retall) Advi/2024 Dated: 22.07.2024

etk |l bl e o sl U el TS R R EE TR T TR R et o

2235/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Government of JTharkhand
JHARKHAND FLYING INSTITUTE
(A Society Registered under Dept.
of Cabinet Secretariat and
Vigilance (Civil Aviation Division), Jharkhand
STATE HANGAR, BIRSA MUNDA AIRPORT
ROAD, HINOO, RANCHI-2

Email — jfi.govitly

pemail.com Telefax:- 0651-2250

Notice for Expression of Interest

Eol Ref. No.- Eol Aircraft Spares-37/2024/JF1/171
Date:- ?.3 07.2024

Eol Ref. No

2 Name of Work
5 Pre Bid Meeting
415 Et it of Submission of f_r.ll

: L.t51 date for submiission
. _ ofEol
6. Opening of Eol

. |

Officer Inviting Eol

E-nh‘un,r.lft ‘:-mmﬂ 372024/ TF1 171
| For the & I|||.'| wielment of 1L|:__-L"I'I-L-lL-5 'Firms. for

the supply of Atrcraft Spares, Lubncants
and Botables for Jharkhand Flving Institute

Managing Dieector, Jharkhand Flying

Dated-25/072024

. - --IJI;E'I- - - -
307072024 ar 11:30 AM
0182024
1608/ 2024 up to 05040 PM

20/08,2024 up 10 11:30 AM

Institute, Gowt. -::ll |h=1rir.h<tm|

Officer Name/Moh, Ma
for further mquiry

| visit the IPRD Website http://
| and details of EQLL

M. Rathour Nitant K. Sm«h Section

Mob. Mo, B4T7274997, E-Mail-

Officer

l[l: R en Nl Vi bm.u] Com

For D:.tm[:-i the mterested r"n.}__r.nur:H I'u'rih are n.qutt-ml o
www.prdjharkhand.in/iprd for proposal

The Agencies'Firms fulfilling the eligibility cntenia may send
their proposal with relevant supporting documents through speed post/
| courter’ by hand, latest by 16082024 at 05:00 PM to the office of

Managing Director,

Jharkhand Flying

Institute, Civil Aviation

Division, State Hangar, Birsa Munda Adrport Road, Hinoo, Ranchi-

834002,

Tharkhand Flying Institute reserves the right to accept orreject

any or all Eol without assigning any reason. JFI also reserves the right

te call off the process of empanalment at any stage without assigning

{ Ay reason.

Sdi-
Managing Director
Jharkhand Flving Institoie

 PR.NO.330436 Civil Aviation({24-25):D
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ROAD TO PARIS

The lonely grind of
athletes and their journeys
that defy all odds; breaking

down intricate concepts
and capturing the buzz
on the ground,

The Indian Express
goes behind the scenes
in the build-up to the
Olympic Games

— PARIS SNIPPETS —

Pogacar withdraws
due tofatigue

Paris: Three-time Tour de France win-
ner Tadej Pogacar withdrew from the
road race at the Paris Olympics late
Monday, one day after becoming the
first rider to win the
Tour and the Giro
d'lItalia in the same
seasoninnearly three
decades. The
Slovenian Olympic
Team announced
Pogacar had with-
drawn from the Aug. 3 road race due to
fatigue. His professional teammate,
Domen Novak, will replace him rather
than Primoz Roglic, the defending
Olympic time trial gold medalist, who
was left off the nation's provisional
lineup and is likely still recovering
from the crash that took him out of the
Tour. AP

Rapper Snoop Dogg
tocarrytorch

Paris: American rapper Snoop Dogg
will be among the torchbearers car-
rying the Olympic flame in the final
stretch before the opening ceremony
of the Paris Games on Friday. Snoop
Dogg, 52, will carry the torch through
the streets of Saint-Denis, the under-
privileged northern Paris suburb that
is home to the Stade de France
Olympic Stadium, the town's mayor
Mathieu Hanotin said on social me-
dia platform X. "Saint Denis: last step
before the Eiffel Tower. An interna-
tional cast @SnoopDogg for the last
stretch of the Olympic Flame,"
Hanotin wrote. The rapper, who is
also contributing to NBC Primetime's
coverage of Games, is better known
in the sports world for his Snoop
Youth Football League. The champi-
onship game is called the "Snooper
Bowl". REUTERS

MEANWHILE...
Athletes test
anti-sex beds, show
they’re sturdy

Paris: Olympic athletes, including
British diver Tom Daley, have been put-
ting the cardboard beds in the athletes'
village in Paris to the test. The beds are
part of France's efforts to make this
year's Olympics more sustainable. The
beds, that were unoffically labelled
'anti-sex' beds, were used at the Tokyo
2020 Olympics too,and questions were
raised if they were sturdy enough. Four-
time Olympic medal winner Daley
sought to reassure his TikTok followers
there was nothing to worry about. The
30-year-old athlete gave fans a sneak
preview tour of the cardboard, mattress
and mattress topper construction, be-
fore hopping up and down on the bed
and saying: "As you can see, they're
pretty sturdy!". Australian tennis play-
ers Daria Saville and Ellen Perez have
put the beds to the test with a series of
workout exercises. AGENCIES

SHASHANKNAIR
JULY 23

IF THE Rio Olympics' biggest challenge was to
build infrastructure from ground up and Tokyo
had to contend with a virus decimating sport-
ing events, Paris 2024 has chosen to go to war
against an integral component of the French
way of life - its food.

At Paris, athletes, staff and media personnel
will be served an extensive Games Village
menu, but with a limited spread of what the
country is best known for - its meat, cheese
and dairy products. The move comes from a
desire toreduce animal protein intake and car-
bon footprint.

When the Games were awarded to Paris,
one of the key factors in the decision was envi-
ronmental concerns. With most of the sport-
ing infrastructure in place, the only new venue
developed for the Olympics was an Aquatics
Centre at Saint-Denis. That hall is solar-pow-

-

PRRIS 2024
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Dhinidhi Desinghu made it in women's 200m freestyle for the Paris Olympics on a universality quota and will compete along with Indian swimming veteran Srihari Nataraj. Special Arrangement

DHINIDHI DESINGHU, 14 YEARS OLD

Making waves, having fun

India’s youngest Olympian in Paris aims to improve her personal best at the Games, and meet some of her sporting idols

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JULY 23

DHINIDHI DESINGHU had trouble speaking
till she was about three years old. Even sub-
sequently, she was shy and scared to ap-
proach others, preferring to keep to herself.
That prompted her parents to involve herin
a sport and swimming was an obvious choice
as they had a pool right next to their home.
Her parents just wanted Dhinidhi to make a
few friends.

“But I didn't like the
water, [ didn't want to get
in. I couldn't get my feet
into the pool, I couldn't get
my head inside. It was a
struggle,” Dhinidhi tells
The Indian Express. “I was
six back then. When I re-
turned the next year, [ was
still too scared.

“In fact, before I learnt
how to swim, my parents
did so. They got into the
pool to make me feel
comfortable and that is how it all started.”

Fast forward to 2024. Dhinidhi, all of 14,
will be the youngest member of the Indian
contingent at the Paris Olympics. The
teenager made itin women's 200m freestyle
on a universality quota and will compete
along with Indian swimming veteran Srihari
Nataraj. Adream realised, much earlier than
she had anticipated.

It wasn't easy though. Even after she got
comfortable in water, Dhinidhi had trouble
handling the pressure. Her mother Jesitha
recounts an anecdote from when Dhinidhi
was around eight year old. “I knew she had
the talent. She does very well in the pool. But
then at competitions, she felt the pressure.
Either she would fall sick the previous day
with a fever or she would vomit when she
got to the pool for the event.”

event.”
JESITHA,

ered, made fromrecycled and bio-based build-
ing material.

Paris has an ambitious plan for curbing its
carbon footprint - they are estimating a car-
bon footprint of 1.58 million metric tons of CO2,
less than that of the Covid-hit Tokyo Olympics
(1.96 million metric tons of CO2). London 2012
had a CO2 emission of 3.4 million metric tons.

Building new venuesis what drastically in-
creases emissions. The organisers also con-
vinced four contingents (the Netherlands,
Britain, Belgium and Switzerland) to travel via
train to Paris and is requesting visitors from the
continent to do the same. There is a robust pub-
lic transport system and bicycles are available
forlocal travel. But the biggest change is the re-
duction in animal protein intake.

But why food? And particularly, why ani-
mal protein?

According to the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations, livestock
farming - the act of growing cattle for food -
contributes to 15 percent of global greenhouse

...at competitions, she
felt the pressure. Either
she would fall sick the
previous day with a fever
or she would vomit when
she got to the pool for the

DHINIDHI DESINGHU'S MOTHER

A state-level open meet in Mangalore
was the turning point. Jesita and Desinghu
were starting to worry if they were putting
their daughter under undue pressure, but
decided to stick with it.

“I just decided to book a bus ticket. I too
have motion sickness and we were continu-
ously vomiting throughout. After reaching
there, Dhinidhi said, 'no, I am scared. I don't
want to swim'. But we had suffered somuch
to get there so I said we'll just go to see the
pool and then return if she was not up for it.
She walked around the
pool, turned to me and
said, ' think I can do it'".
She came up with the
gold. That's it. Thereafter,
she never had any fever or
vomiting before a compe-
tition,” Jesitha recalls.

Prodigious talent

As of now, Dhinidhi
has the distinction of be-
ing the youngest female
swimmer to win seven
gold medals at the
National Games. She already holds the na-
tional record in women’s 200m freestyle, and
has been to the 2022 Hangzhou Asian
Games.

Dhinidhi trains at Dolphin Aquatics in
Bengaluru, which is headed by Dronacharya
awardee Nihar Ameen, and is coached by
Madhu Kumar. The youngster recalls not
even understanding the basic terms of swim-
ming when she joined the academy.

“I knew the strokes... backstroke, breast-
stroke, and (butter) fly. But that was all I
knew. There were all these kids who were
around 13. And then there was one like me,
just nine years old. I was scared to ask for
help.Ididn't know what to do.”

But Madhu recognised the talent she had
once he saw her swimin Rajkotin 2019. And
once she got past the initial hurdles, Dhinidhi

T e

EARLY PROMISE

DHINIDHI DESINGHU
BORN:17MAY 2010, BENGALURU

EVENT IN PARIS:

COACHES:
Nihar Ameen / Madhu Kumar

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS:

M 7 medals at 2023 National Games
M Competed at Asian Games at 13
M Youngest athlete at Paris 2024

BEST TIMINGS
(NATIONAL RECORDS)

Women’s : Women’s
100m freestyle : 200mfreestyle

51.08s  02:04.24s

proved to be a quick learner.

“Since she's been with us here at
Dolphins, there's never a day when she has-
n't worked hard,” Madhu says. “There are
times when we have to call her out of the
pool, as we know she's struggling and don't

want to push her. But she'll be adamant. It's
the passion she has for swimming. She is also
ready to make every sacrifice for that. She
knows she cannot hang out with friends,
cannot go to birthday parties, but she knows
what it takes.”

At Paris, Dhinidhi is hoping that her ex-
perience of the Asian Games will help. She
didn't have the best of swims there but there
was a lot to learn. Hangzhou was over-
whelming for her.

“I realized that whatever I see on the
screen is nothing like real
life. We enter the stadium
and the aura is so differ-
ent. Standing on those
blocks compared to
watching on TV is so dif-
ferent. It felt a little scary
but it has really helped
me. I learned how the
other competitors swim
over there, how they focus
on their food and how the
(Athletes)village feels like,
the way the buses go back
and forth all the time,” she
says. Dhinidhi also got the chance to meet
Neeraj Chopra and get a picture with him
during dinner.

Have a good time

Madhu, proud of Dhinidhi being an
Olympian at 14, says all he wants from her is
enjoying the occasion in Paris. “In 200m
freestyle, her speed is really good in the first
50m but she can get better at finishing. If she
can improve her third and fourth 50m seg-
ments, she can get a Personal Best. For Paris,
thatis our aim. If she canimprove her PB, it will
be good and then we have the next four years
to prepare her for LA 2028,” the coach says.

Having Srihari alongside will help too, as
Dhinidhi idolises him. She recalls meeting him
as a kid and preserving his autograph from a
meet when he turned up as the chief guest.

| have made this little gift
for Katie Ledecky... more
like aletter. | wrote her
something last yearand
thought, 'okay, if Igeta
chance to go to Paris, |
would give this to her'.

DHINIDHI DESINGHU,
14-YEAR-OLD OLYMPIAN

While most athletes speak about follow-
ing the process, just focusing on day-to-day
routines, Dhinidhi jots down everything in
black and white.

She has a diary where she writes about
every workout session. In the back of that di-
ary, she notes down the timings she wants
to achieve, her best practice times, the na-
tional records and so on.

“Iwrite all of it down so thatin case Iwant
to know what I have to aim for, I know how
far [am. For me, setting goals is a little better
because if [ have some-
thing to work towards, it
makes me realise why I
am doing all this.”

Apart from the diary,
Dhinidhi also has a blog.
She says writing about
her experiences gives her
anoutlet,and it might one
day help someone else
overcome the issues she
faced as a kid.

She is also hoping to
meet some of the world's
best sportspersons.

“I have made this little gift for Katie
Ledecky... well, not a gift, more like a letter. I
wrote her something actually last year and
thought, 'okay, if  get a chance to go to Paris,
[ would give this to her'. I still have it. So I'll
try to give it to her. And [ am going to take a
little book where I'll ask everybody for sig-
natures and pictures,” Dhinidhi says.

For a shy kid who once struggled to speak
and hated getting into the pool, she has come
along way. So much so that she now enjoys
racing in relays, being part of teams. Once
she started enjoying the adrenaline rush that
came with competing, Dhinidhi knew this
was it for her. And her dream was always to
go to the Olympics.

“But now thatI'm here, [ want to reach for
higher stuff. | want to see how much better |
canbe.”

e FOOD FOR THOUBHT ks menmmmmmennssmemsmm s e e
Paris goes green with vegan-heavy menu, reduces meat, dairy items

FOOD AND BEVERACE
CRAB&ECOD 2

Team Ireland athletes at a food kiosk at the Olympic Village in Paris. Reuters

emissions and essentially puts animal protein
in the same bracket as the transport industry.
The World Economic Forum'’s Global Risks
Report 2024 says that when a large group of

people eat plant-based meals, employ sustain-
able public transport for travel and make envi-
ronment- friendly choices, it forces businesses
to cater to changing trends.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

According to estimates, the Olympic
Games Village will prepare 13 million meals
and snacks. The International Olympic
Committee says 60 percent of them will be
plant-based options. The target s 1 kilogram of
CO2 per meal - half of the norm at previous
Olympic Games.

It aims to meet that target by including
more fruits and vegetables while also using
seasonal and local produce (in order to stop ex-
cessive transport of food, France intends to
source 80 percent of ingredients from within
the country).

Meat-based diet

On a day-to-day basis, veganism isn't the
predominant food choice in France. The global
average meat consumption is estimated to be
28.1 kg per capita annually. In France, that
number shoots up to 83.5 kg.

Changing food habits has been tough.
Until 2022, the country had one Michelin star
restaurant that was vegan - it shut down

within a year. One way in which the Paris
Olympics has tried to tackle this issue is by
finalising a menu based on four geographical
regions (France, Asia, African-Caribbean,
World), with 40 different meals on offer
every day.

Some of those meal options are ‘Veggie
Bourguignon’, ‘Cauliflower and baked potato
with turmeric’ (a possible French variant of the
humble Aloo gobhi), ‘Bell pepper, onion,
tomato and pepper stir fry’ and ‘Veggie
Moussaka'.

At La Concorde, where the 3x3 Basketball,
Breaking, BMX Freestyle and Skateboarding
events are set to take place, all food provided
will be vegetarian. “We wanted to focus on veg-
etarian options,” said Philipp Wiirz, whois re-
sponsible for food & beverages at Paris 2024.
“60 percent of the recipes for the general pub-
lic will be vegetarian. We are convinced that
with these Games, we have a unique opportu-
nity todo things differently and show thatan-
other model is possible.”
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SREEJESH'S LAST DANCE

M PR Sreejesh, who has announced that
he was retiring after the Paris Olympics,
posed with his latest jersey as well as his
first-ever jersey from 2000 at the
Olympic Village.

. M Earlier in a thread on X, Sreejesh wrote

. about how he started his hockey journey

i at GV Raja Sports School, went to Australia
. for the first time, and how the London

. Olympics was alearning experience.

BADMINTON STAR Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (R) with Rafael
Nadal at the Olympic Games Village in Paris on Tuesday.

. M Sreejesh is India’s former captain, an

. integral part of the country’s Tokyo

. bronze medal conquest and was also part
. of two Asian Games gold medal-winning
. campaigns, among other accolades.

VISHNU SARAVANAN will participate in his second Olympics
at Paris after debuting at the Tokyo Games.

- Shafali shines on a night

i X

of experiments for India

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JULY 23

ON A NIGHT of few experiments, India were
still too good for Nepal as they finished the
group stage of Women's Asia Cup with a per-
fect record. Opting to bat first, and employing
achanged batting line-up, India posted 1783,
led by Shafali Verma's T20I best score of 81.
Nepal managed to play out the 20 oversin the
run-chase, finishing on 96/9.

The first of many changes for India was
Smriti Mandhana walking out for the toss.
Harmanpreet Kaur, who didn't field for a half of
India's defence against UAE but insisted she is
fine after the match, was evidently rested. Her
Mumbai Indians teammate Sajana Sajeevan
got a game, as did Arundhati Reddy, who re-
placed Pooja Vastrakar, who has been playing
non-stop in recent weeks.

Another experiment came right away af-
ter Mandhana won the toss, as she didn't walk
out for the rest of the Indian innings. It was
Hemalatha Dayalan who got the nod to open
the batting, alongside Shafali. The jury will be
out on whether the experiment worked. On
the one hand, Hemalatha got some time out
in the middle, staying till the 14th over. It was-
n'talways the easiest pitch to bat on, the weari-
ness resulting in slowness and lowness.

But, having said that,a42-ball innings that
resulted in47 runs doesn'tdo heralot of good,
especially if India continue to back herat No 3
against tougher opponents. She had shown
sparks of good intent recently against
Bangladesh. But presuming Yastika Bhatia re-
turns to the scheme of things at some point,
and the value Jemimah Rodrigues could bring
in at one-down, the pressure is bound to re-
main on Hemalatha.

There were no such worries for Shafali
though, who breezed to yet another career-
best knock in quick time. Not long after her
double centuryin the Test against South Africa
in Chennai, Shafali employed much of the
same tactics to punish the Nepal bowlers. She
avoided going for cross-batted shots, targeted
mainly the 'V' region from extra-cover to mid-
wicket, and used the forearm power to good
effect. Nepal's poor catching did help heralong
the way, but to Shafali's credit, she is starting
to show the application to play longer knocks
and that augurs well for India.

"[tried to back my strengths and [ was able
to execute it, so that was nice," Shafali, the
player of the match, said. "Yes, the consistency

Shafali Verma scored 81 in India’s win
over Nepal on Tuesday. ACC

iscoming in butI still would like to finish my in-
nings better. Of course, the 200in the Test gave
me a lot of confidence. It is a big achievement
for a batter, and it gave me a lot of confidence
that I hope to take forward.”

Rodrigues gave India a little bit of push in
the end to take them close to 180 even though
it felt at half-way stage that Nepal had done
well to prevent the tournament favourites
from reaching 200 in back-to-back matches.
But the target was always going to be tough for
an inexperienced Nepal side, with Deepti
Sharma once again leading the way for India.
The off-spinner added a three-fer to her name
to go along with a direct hit for run out.
Arundhati too bowled impressive line and
lengths to pick up a couple of wickets and keep
her name in the mix fora more consistent spot
in the first XI.

"Really happy with the way Shafali batted,"
Mandhana said after the match. "We finished
off really well. Not a lot of pre-decision (in mak-
ing the changes). The wind is different to what
we have back home, so we just want the mid-
dle-order to get some time in the middle."

India's semifinal opponents are yet to be
officially confirmed but having topped the
group comfortably, they are likely to face
Bangladesh, barring any major upset on
Wednesday. Pakistan, who have found some
momentum after a heavy defeat against India,
have finished second in the group and will
likely take on SriLanka in the other semifinals.

BRIEF SCORES: India 178 for 3 in 20 overs
(Shafali Verma 81; Sita Rana Magar 2/25) de-
feated Nepal 96 for 9 in 20 overs (Sita Rana
Magar 18; Deepti Sharma 3/13).

Murray says
Paris Oly will be
final career event

REUTERS
PARIS, JULY 23

BRITON ANDY Murray, the first male tennis
player to claim two Olympic singles gold
medals, said on Tuesday that he will play the fi-
nal event of his glittering career at the Paris

Games before heading
’r A into retirement.

Murray, widely re-
garded as one of
Britain's all-time great
sportsmen, won gold in
London 2012 beating
Roger Federer in the fi-
nal and successfully de-
fended his title in Rio
fouryears later defeating Juan Martin del Potro.

The 37-year-old, who in 2013 ended a 77-
year wait for a British men's singles champion
at Wimbledon and won the trophy again in
2016, had previously said that he was unlikely
to continue his career beyond this year.

"Arrived in Paris for my last ever tennis
tournament @Olympics,” Murray said on so-
cial media, alongside a picture of himself on
the Rio podium.

"Competing for Britain has been by far the
most memorable weeks of my career and I'm
extremely proud to get to doit one final time."

Murray, who was knighted in 2017 for his
services to tennis and charity, was hailed by
International Tennis Federation chief Dave
Haggerty for his contributions.

"Sir Andy has lived and breathed the val-
ues of tennis throughout his long career, cham-
pioning equality and helping to send the mes-
sage that our sport is for everyone," Haggerty
said.

"We will of course remember his two
Olympic golds; his Grand Slam wins and his
never-say-die attitude on the court. We will
also remember his Davis Cup victory with
Great Britainin 2015, helping his team to the ti-
tle for the first time since 1936.

"While this wonderful chapter of his career
is now drawing to a close, we know that Sir
Andy's love of tennis will see him continue to
be involved in helping to grow and develop our
sport globally.”

The injury-plagued Murray received a star-
studded, emotional farewell earlier this month
at Wimbledon, the venue where he won two
of his three major titles, following a first-round
doubles defeat partnering his brother Jamie.

Admission Notification to Class VI in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (2025-26)

Online applications are invited for admission to class VI in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas

through Selection Test for the session 2025-26.

el I
G | Salient featu <« Special features
L eneral Salient features P L

Special emphasis on quality education resulting in:
P JEE MAIN-2024: 4352 (36.5%) students qualified out of 12071
P JEE Advanced-2023: 1228 (32.3%) students qualified out of 3796
- MNEET-2024: 19183 (81.8%) students qualified out of 24529
P Best result in Board Class X and X1 (2023-24)
Class X: 99.09% || Class X1I: 98.90%

P Co-educational Residential School in every District.
Separate Hostel for Boys & Girls

» Free Education, Board and Lodging

P Wide Cultural exchange through Migration Scheme
Promotion of sports & Games

B NCC, Scouts & Guides and NS5
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Eligibility

= Candidates who are bonafide residents of the district and
studying in class V in the academic session 2024-25 In
Govt./ Govt. recognized school in the same district where
JNV is functioning and to which they are seeking admission.
P Studied full academic session in each class and passed classes
11| & IV from Govt. / Govt. recognized school and born between
U1.09.2014 to 31.0/.2015 (Both the dates Inclusive)

Last Date to a
/ pply

16.09.2024

girl students

Reservation

e

P At least 75% Seats in a district will be filled by
candidates from rural areas.

P Reservation for SC, 5T, 0BC and Divyang candidates
as per Govt, Norms

= Minimum 1/3 of the seats are reserved for

Summer Bound - 18.01.2025

Winter Bound - 12.04.2025

For Registration & Details Log in: hitps://navodaya.gov.in

Issued by: Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti
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