.U""

US VP Kamala Hams sayﬁ she mtem:ls toearn &
win Democratic Party nomination for presidency
even after endorsement by Prez Biden. Former

speaker Nancy Pelosi too declares support

for Harris to replace Biden in Nov election, P 17

SC seeks IIT’s expert help o
- NEET-UG physics question

BJP backs move to
end ban on govt
staffers-RSS link

"he govt and BJP put up a
strong defence of the de-
cision lifting the ban on govt
employees’ participation in
the RSS activities, while the
saffron fountainhead welco-
med the move, saying the
previous ban was imposed
for political reasons. The op-

- 44-yr-old ban, PAGE OPP

position, however, suggested
that thedecision was motiva-
ted to appease the Sangh. As
TOI reported in its July 22
edition, a notification to this
effect was issued on July 9,
sources saild. PAGE OPP

Bengal buys potato
directly from farmers

yengal govt on Monday

) bought 750 tonnes of po-
tato directly from Hooghly
farmers and sent the stock
to Kolkata markets. This
was meant to blunt a strike
by potato traders and curb
middlemen’s influence. P2
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Four Marks At
Stake May Alter
Test Rankings

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

: New Delhi: Supreme Courton
: Monday sought help from ex-
: pertsinIIT-Delhitodetermine
* which of the two answers app-
. roved by National
: Agency toan elementary ques-
'; tion on atomic theory is to be

Testing

deemed correct, even as 1t told

. PAll NTA staff on contract
§ or outsourced, P 20

Billionaire Elon Musk and venture capitalist Vinod
Khosla slug it out over Trump’s candidature. Khosla

says Trump has ‘no values, lies, cheats, rapes,
demeans women', and ‘*hates immigrants' like him.

Musk says Trump ‘doesn’t hate you. Meet him...' P 17

A Bangladeshi student group that is Ieadlng
demonstrations that have spiralled into deadly
violence suspends protests for 48 hrs, with

its head saying they do not want reform

‘at the expense of so much blood', P 17

‘SUBMIT OPINION BY NOON TODAY’

» An MCQ on atomic theory
had 2 statements and
candidates were asked which
of the 2, both or neither was
the correct answer

» Petitioner tells 5C one
statement is correct as per
new NCERT course and other
was also held to be right as per

correct as per old textbooks.
NTA gave marks to both

> The petitioner, who scored
715/720 marks, didn't attempt
this question as options were
‘ambiguous’. Demands either
the question be scrapped

or marks be given only for
correct answer

books prescribed prior to 2019 | . s¢ 4sks [T Delhi to form
» 5G Tushar Mehta says over | 3-member panel to decide on
9 lakh students chose correct | which answer is correct and
option as per new syllabus and | give its opinion preferably by
4.2 lakh chose answer deemed | noon on Tuesday
> Will NEET-UG merit list »Raj SOG quizzes suspect
change a 3rd time? P 20 in cheating case, P 20

After TN, K'taka
cabinet moves to
pull out of NEET

E S arnataka cabinet passed a
“\ resolution asking Centre
to scrap NEET for state-speci-
fic assessments for admis-
sions to medical colleges. It
will be tabled in the assembly
Tuesday or Wednesday: If clea-
red, Karnataka will become
the second state after TN to
passsuch aresolution, Thesta-
te plans to reintroduce the old
system of admissions to engi-
neering and medical colleges
through a common test. P20

¢ petitioners that they were yet
. to provide evidence to support
¢ their allegation that the sanec-
: tity of the entire NEET-UG
i 2024 had been compromised.

With a single mark’s diffe-
rence leading tovarianceof se-
veral notches in the rankings

of over 13 lakh students vying
for MBBS admissions, SC's de-
cision to enlist experts from
IIT could reshuffle the orderof
successful candidates.
Raising the 1ssue, advocate
Suriti Chowdhury told SC that
for a question on atomic theo-

ry, the NEET-UG exam paper
had provided two statements:
*a) Atoms are electrically ne-
utral as they contain equal
numberof positive and negati-
ve charges; and b) Atoms of
each element are stable and
emit their characteristic spec-

trum”. The students had to
choose from four options: (1)
statement ‘a’ is correct; (2) sta-
tement ‘b’ is correct; (3) state-
ment ‘a’ and ‘b’ are correct:
and (4) both are wrong.

> ‘Where's the proof?’, P 20

Rahul says entire exam system is a ‘fraud’; -
‘We have nothing to hide,’ replies Pradhan

Oppn tried to suppress my voice: PM in Parl

( * 0 to the battlefields of the election in 2029. Till then, the only
1 priority should be the country, its poor; farmers, women and

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The first Question
Hourof thel8th Lok Sabha wit-
nessed a combative education
minister, Dharmendra Prad-
han, facing off with leader of
the opposition Rahul Gandhi
and decrving as “sad” and
“condemmable” the latter’'s sta-
tement that the “entire exam
system of the country has be-
comea fraud and is paid”.
“The minister has blamed
evervbody except himself. |
don’t think he understands the
fundamentals of what is going
on here,” Rahul said during a

by being noble...

vouth,” PM Modi told opposition Monday. “We ha-
ve fought a full-throttle battle since Jan. But that
phase is over, the countrymen have given their ver-
dict. Now we have to fight for the country and fight
rising above party lines,” he said.
Referring to opposition sloganeering during his re-
ply to the Motion of Thanks on the President’s add-

ress, M:}dlﬁald “Aneffort wasmade to suffocate the PM and supp-
ress his voice. This has no place indemocratic traditions.” P9

discussion on the NEET row
Pradhan replied govt had
nothing to hide and investigat-
ions over the paper leak were
on in a transparent manner

*SC is hearing the case ... let's
wait and watch. Govt will abi-
de by SC judgment,” he said.

»'Here at mercy of...', P 20

Govt rules out
- Bihar spl status
sought by JD(U)

yJP-led central govt has
: I ruled out special catego-
: 1y status for Bihar, turning
: down the demand of ally
: JD(), a decision which will
: have implications for a simi-
- lar demand from another al-
. 1y TDP for Andhra Pradesh.
: The stand was conveyed
by junior finance minister
: Pankaj Chaudhary in a writ-
: ten reply to JD(U) MP Ram-
: preet Mandal. Calling “spec-
: jal category™ a Planning Co-
: mmission term, Shambhavi
. Choudhary of LJP said sta-
i tes had benefited from speci-
. alpackages instead.P6

Coach Gambhir says hls relatmnahm
with Virat Kohli is ‘one between mature °
individuals, not for public l:urlsumptlun Z
adds Virat and Rohit have ‘lots :

of cricket left in them', P 18

n Survey upbeat on economy,

backs more freedom for biz

Flags Climate
Change, Al
As Challenges

Team TOI

mala Sitharaman took
over as finance mini-
ster, she appeared uncertain
amid criticism of waning
orowth, resulting in a series
of post-Budget announce-

FULL COVERAGE: P 12, 15, 16

l “ive years ago, when Nir-
-

ECONOMY IS GROWING
AT A HEALTHY RATE...
in % 97 g2

21-32 212-23 23-24 24-25
(B} (B} (B8 (E

.AND GOVT'S DEFICIT
HAS BEEN FALLING...

Q.2 == Fiscal deficit %
== Revenue deficit %

5.6

20

FYa3

2l Fa2 FY24 (PA)

Licensing, inspection & compliance requirements that

all levels of govt continue to impose on businesses is an
onerous burden. Relative to history, the burden has lightened.
Relative to where it ought to be, it's still a lot heavier —Eco Survey

ments, including a massive
cut in corporate tax. As she
presents a record seventh
straight budget, the Modi
govi’s report card presented
an economy which is on a
strong footing — projecting
6.5%-7% growth this year
with robust publie finances,
high tax collections and im-
proved quality of spending.

Thecontrastcould not ha-
ve been sharper, and has be-
en laid out vividly in the Eco-
nomic Survey 2023-24 tabled
in Parliament on Monday.

It did flag the challenges

‘Must create 78.5L
jobs a year till 2030’

ndia needs to generate 78.5

lakh jobs a year on average
until 2030 in the non-farm se-
ctor to cater to the rising wo-
rkforce, Economic Survey
estimated, urging the priv-
ate sector to contribute. P16

Quality, timely data
must, says Survey

l Jconomic Survey has said
. statistics ministry must
be equipped to produce and
integrate data with the desi-
red guality and timelines,
for formulating policy and ti-
mely decision-making. P16

— from the geopolitical situa-
tion resulting in greater pro-
tectionism, toclimate change
and impact of Al— but soun-
ded more comfortable with

the inflation trajectory. Italso
underlined the need of “let-
ting go for good governance”,

P Survey flags need... P13

Fire & firefight damage
warship, sailor missing

New Delhi/Mumbai: A
frontline Indian frigate, INS
Brahmaputra, suffered ex-
tensive damage after a ma-

jor blaze erupted on board

and the warship keeled over
due to flooding during fire-
fightingoperationsatthena-
val dockyard in Mumbai on
Sunday, report Rajat Pan-
dit & V Narayan.

A junior sailor is missing
after the mishap, which has
once again raised questions
on the planning and manage-
ment of refits at naval docky-

INS Erahrnaputra was undergoing
a refit at Mumbai dockyard

ards and the “watertight in-
tegrity and air-pressure tes-
ts” conducted on warships.

»‘Tough to salvage',P 8

Soldier, civilian
wounded in
Rajouri attack

soldier and a civilian we-
re wounded when terro-

: rists simultaneously attack-
: ed the house of a civilian
: Shaurya
: andanadjacent security post
. in Gundah village of Budhal
 inJ&K's Rajouriat3.10amon
: Monday, 24 hoursafter Army
: chief Gen Upendra Dwive-
. di'sJammu visit,

Chakra awardee

Retaliation by the Army

forced the terrorists to retre-
1 at, sources said, reports
: Sanjay Khajuria.P11

HSBC India wins Euromoney
Best International Bank Award.

The second best award.

INTERNATIONAL BANK

The first as always
IS your trust In us.

Wealth & Personal Banking | Global Commercial Banking | Global Banking & Markets

‘X} HSBC | Opening up a world of opportunity
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State Bypasses Striking Traders, Keeps Supply Line Intact

Falguni Banerjee & Krishnendu
Bandyopadhyay | Tnn

Hooghly/Kolkata: In the back-
drop of an ongoing strike by a sec-
tion of potato traders, the state govt
on Monday directly procured 750
tonnes from thefarmers in Hooghly
and sent the stock to Kolkata mar-
kets to tide over any impending
stock crisis.

Taking on the striking traders
and to curb the influence of middle-
men, the state has also decided to fi-
nancially back self-help groups
(SLGs) to do the last-mile trade of
potatoes that farmers have kept in
cold storages to sell but have to bank
on traders tosend the produce to the
markets,

Junior agriculture marketing
and panchayat minister Becharam
Manna said: “The govt procured
15,000 bags, each containing 50 kg of
potatoes, from cold storages and
sent them to Kolkata markets. Simi-
lar actions will be taken in the futu-
re to ensure the supply line does not
dryup.”

Manna also indicated that the
state will financially help SHGs to
buy bonds to directly procure pota-
toes from cold storages. While Man-
na did not spell it out, sources indi-
cated the state measure was aimed
at loosening the stranglehold of the
tradersfor the last-mile trade.

Meanwhile, the strike by potato
traders protesting the govt’s ban on
inter-state movement of potatoes
continued on Monday Sukumar
Samanta, secretary of the Progres-
sive Potato Traders’ Association,
said: “We havefailed tomake the ad-
ministration understand that the
potatoes we send toneighboring sta-
tes are not consumed by the people
of Bengal. Without the inter-state

Govt procures potato
directly from farmers

Supama Gaswami

FOCUS ON LAST—MILE TRADE

" Kolkata's
consumption

» 1.8 lakh tonnes
a month, 21 lakh
tonnes a year
Bengal's
consumption

» 5 lakh tonnes
a month, 60 lakh

movement of potatoes, alarge amo-
unt will be left to rot.” Lalu Mukho-
padhyay, the association president,
added: “"About 80,000 potato traders
inthe state have joined the strike.”

The strike did not affect the cold
storages in and around Hooghly's
Ratanpur - among the biggest pota-
to trading hubs in Bengal. Prahlad
Mandal, joint secretary of the Sing-
ur-Ratanpur Potato Traders’ Asso-
ciation, said; “Wesupport the strike
but we kept the market open for the
sake of commeon people. Otherwise,
potato prices would have skyvrocke-
ted. The govt should intervene to
solve the issue and arrange for the
release of the frucks that are being
held.”

But impacts were felt in other

districts that provide the bulk of po-
tatoes. Navkumar Bhuiva, presi-
dent of the Salboni branch of the
Potato Traders’ Association In West
Midnapore, said: “The strike has
started in the stores. Potatoes have
not been taken out of the cold stora-
ges,” East Burdwan DM K Radhika
Ajvar said: “We have already ope-
ned Sufal Bangla stalls in various
places in the district.” Regarding
the demand for sending potato
trucks to other states, the DM said:
“We are acting according to the sta-
te’s regulations.”

For the past few days, Jvoti pota-
toes have been selling for Rs 33 per
kg and the Chandramukhi variety
for around Rs 40 per kg in the open
markets.
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RUSSEL STREET HAWKERS TO BE RELOCATED TO
STALLS AT STREET-FOOD HUB | 4

Kolkata’s CNG

pain to ease In
2 months: Min

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay

@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The CNG supply to Kolkata is ex-

pected to ease within two
months, according to trans-
port minister Snehasis
Chakraborty. The govt
has reportedly made signi-
ficant progress in laying a
250m CNG pipeline in Galsi,

which will facilitate an uninterrupted
supply to Kalyani. From there, Bengal Gas
Company Ltd (BGCL) will be able to supply
51 tonnes of gasto Kolkatadaily

“We have managed to register a bre-
akthrough in laying the CNG pipeline at
Galsi, Weexpectto havethesupply toKalyva-
ni in two months. BGCL officials told us
that it will facilitate them to supply 51 ton-
nes of CNG to the eity daily” Chakraborty

Currently, BGCL manages to supply on-
Iy 16 tonnes of CNG to the city using caskets
on trucks, which leaves a significant gap

between demand and supply Kolkata's

NEW PIPELINE AT GALSI

CNG demand now stands at 51 tonnes. By
the end of this vear; the CNG supply thro-
ugh the pipeline can be expected, according
to a senior state official.

Meanwhile, Chakraborty on Monday
met representatives from app-cab aggrega-
tors such as Uber, Ola, ImDrive and Rapido,
along with operator unions who requested
the govt to establish fixed fares for the bene-
fit of both the riders as well the operators.

However, the transport department cla-
rified to the operators that the app-cab me-
chanism cannot be altered and that it can-
notinterfere in theirsystem. “They provide
a system which is extremely useful to ri-
ders. It is driven by market mechanisms,”
the department stated.

Diespite this, the transport minister ur-
ged the app cab aggregators to be more judi-
cious in blocking the registration of driver
partners. The meeting reflects the govt's ef-
fort to balance market-driven services with
regulatory oversight to protect the inter-

tonnes a year

Prices

> 134/kg | Jyoti : told TOIL.

» 740/kq | :'
The state's focus is to keep the supply line smooth | Chandramukhi :
2024 90 lakh tonnes [, :
i 5. 17 : Concern over potato supply to |

- CIOYe TONNES | city as traders’ body calls Hll‘lkﬂ

2022 80 lakh tonnes | e SRR -
2021 =— 11 crore tonnes | 555
2020 85 lakh tonnes

Zeeshan Jawed &
Biplab Bhattacharjee | Tnw

in Kol’s 11 Bangladesh

Kolkata: Demand for rooms
in the budget hotels in Mirza
Ghalib Street-Marquis Street
pocket — an area often refer-
red to as mini Bangladesh —
surged on DMonday with
at least four buses arriving
from the protest-hit neighbo-
uring country. Several Bang-
ladeshi tourists, already
staving in Kolkata, had also
postponed their departure.
Hotel owners in the area said
the occupancy has goneup by
about 30% in the past couple
of davs.

For instance, Mohammad
Suman Hussain—a Bangla-
deshi native—had to extend
his stay in Kolkata after sub-
sequent trains to Bangladesh
got cancelled. He had to vaca-
te his room in a Mirza Ghala-
ib Street hotel on Monday
morning as it was already bo-
oked by other tourists, arri-
ving from Kustia. He checked
into a different hotel in the
evening.

Similary a Bangladeshi
family of eight . who reached
Kolkata from Vellore in Ta-

: lg't )
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A family that arrwed frnm EtanglaHESh on Mﬂnday fnr treatment

mil Nadu in the morning, had
to wait for over two hours be-
fore they could manage to get
hotel rooms. They are sche-
duled to leave for Dhaka on
Tuesday afternoon. “Majori-
ty of the hotels we visited had
said they didn’t have enough
vacant rooms,” said Moham-
mad Arshad Danish, a mem-
berof the family

Nazim Ahmed of Golden
Apple Hotel on Tottie Lane
near Sudder Street claimed
that several tourists have
postponed theirtravel backto
Bangladesh due to the unrest.
Owners of Hotel Afsha on

Marquis Street said new gu-
ests had arrived on Monday
while those staying with
them had posiponed their
check-out. “Several tourists
have been enquiring about
rooms,” said the staffer at the
reception at the hotel.

Mini Bangladesh has clo-
se to 150 hotels and lodges,
mostly occupied by people
from Bangladesh. “We expect
the situation to get better in
the next week asnormalcey re-
turns to the country,” said
Harmit Singh, president of
Central Kolkata Hotel Ow-
ners’ Association.

ests of both consumers and operators.

Scurry for budget hotels 305 km from Dhaka, Bangladesh protest
heat singes business in New Market

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The upheaval in
Bangladesh has dealt a debili-
tating blow to 4,500 shops in
and around New Market.
Bangladeshis, who comprisea
bulk of customers at shops
in the belt, have disappeared
since Saturday, leading toa bu-
siness loss of nearly Rs6.5cro-
re sofar

All markets in the zone wo-
re a deserted look on Monday
evening. Shops that were busy
attendingto customersand do-
ing roaring business till Fri-
dayv had hardly any walk-ins
on Monday. “The markets in
this area, including New Mar-
ket, are completely dependent
on Bangladeshi customers
who make up nearly 55%-60%
of the footfall and contribute
to nearly 70% of the turnover,
Troubled by the violence back
home, they have suddenly
stopped coming to the mar-
kets. Italmost feelslikea rerun
of 2021 when Bangladeshis we-
re unable to travel due to Co-
vid,” said S5 Hogg Market Tra-
ders Association general se-
cretary Uday Kumar Shaoo.

Ballygunge dhobi’s son
irons out odds, now a CA

Debobrata Shome

Aman Kumar (right) with his father, Raj Kishore Rajak, and mother, Anju Devi, at Ballygunge's Sunny Towers

Srishti.Lakhotia
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Theuntlinching de-
terminationof a dhobiin Bal-
Iyvgunge — despite financial
challenges — contributed to
the success of his 22-year-old
son, Aman Kumar, who had
cleared CA-final from the In-
stitute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of India (ICAI) in May
this vear:

Aman’s father, Raj Kisho-
re Rajak, has been running a
laundry service at the base-
ment of Sunny Towers in Bal-
Iygunge since 1999. Raj had le-
arnt about CA as a profession
from his customers.

Back in Bihar's Muzaffar-
pur; hisrelatives discouraged
him—warning him of the
hurdles—but Raj stood his
ground and fuelled the dre-
ams of Aman. Life in the met-
ro city had its own share of

Every time my
father returned to
Muzaffarpur, he
would talk to me
about the CA course. He
had learnt about the
profession from his
customers in Kolkata

Aman Kumar
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

challenges. But Raj left be-
hind farming and his ancest-
ral home in Bihar to ensure
his children dream big.

After Amancompleted his
high school studies in Bihar
under the state board there in
2019, Raj shifted his entire fa-
mily to Kolkata.

With the money he had sa-
ved over the years, Raj bought
an one-bedroom house in
Kasbha for Rs 3.5 lakh so that

Amancouldchasehisdreams
in the city.

‘Every time my father wo-
uld return home to Muzaffar-
pur, he would talk tome about
the CA course. Over the years
working at Sunny Towers, he
had gathered information re-
garding the course and had
started saving money for coa-
ching classes and buying me
books,” he said, adding his
father had spent more than a
lakh for him to pursue the CA
courses.

Though Aman was good at
mathematics and science and
his teachers suggested himto
pursue a career in enginee-
ring, he passed the CA foun-
dation course in 2019 and its
intermediate level in Nov,
2020. Later, he completed the
three-year CA articleshiptra-
ining at a multinational com-
pany. His internship was
completed in March this year.

COUNTING LOSSES

Markets No. of shops Loss in 2 days

(Left) A d25erted New Market on Monday;
Wahid Masudinar (above) from Dhaka, the
only Bangladeshi TOI could find in New

Market between 3pm and 4pm on Monday

New Market 2,700 33.8¢r
Shreeram Arcade 300 3421
Simpark Mall 202 T29L
Treasure Island 170 $24L
Globe Mall 100 T14L

'~ Business loss at Citimart, Firpo's Market
and shops on Lindsay and Bertram Street
_ estimated at 1.5 crore in 2 days

However, unlike the situa-
tion three vears ago when the-
re were hardly any Banglades-
his in Kolkata due to travel
restrictions, a few thousand
Bangladeshis are in the city at
present, a majority of them
stranded due to lack of travel
options after most of the
flichts and buses and all train
services between Dhaka and

Kolkata were suspended. But
with uncertainty looming lar-
oe over when the situation will
improve in the country, they
have become cautious about
spending.

Wahid Masudinar from
Dhaka’s Mohammadpur;, the
only Bangladeshi TOI could
find in New Market between
dpm and 4pm on Monday, ex-

plained that it was not just the
gloom that had prompted
Bangladeshis to stay away
from markets, there was also
the uncertainty over how long
they would have tostay and the
limited cash at their disposal.
“I came to Kolkata around
10days ago. We were scheduled
to return on Monday but are
unable to. There is no certain-

ty when the situation will im-
prove and transport services
will resume. Till then, we have
to put up in hotels and pay in
cash as credit card transac-
tions are not going through as
we cannot get OTP on mail due
to the internet blackout in
Bangladesh,” said Masudinar.

Shops that sell drv firuits,
chocolates, cosmetics, luggage
and garments are the worst af-
fected as Bangladeshis shop
for these products for not only
themselves but also carry ho-
me stuff ordered by friends
and relatives. With dry fruits,
chocolates, cosmetics and Iug-
gage categorised as luxury
items and attracting 300%
GST in Bangladesh, it makes
sense to buy them in India de-
spite the lower exchange rate.

“We usually sell dry fruits,
chocolates, cosmetics and
whole spices in huge quantiti-
es to Bangladeshi shoppers da-
ily. Though we knew trouble
was brewing in the country, it
seemed business as usual till
Fridav But since Saturday
there has hardly been any bu-
siness,” said Md Shahbuddin
of the Choconut store in New
Market.

Epar-Opar Bangla film collabs sufter ajolt as 225 more students return
violence puts promotions, dubbing on hold - home from stir-hit B'desh

Privanka.Dasgupta
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A little more than a
week ago, renowned Bangla-
deshi actor Chanchal Chowd-
hury started promoting his
forthcoming Indian film —
Srijit Mukherji's highly-anti-
cipated ‘Padatik’— on various
social media platforms. Theci-
nematic venture — an homage
to legendary director Mrinal
sen with Chowdhury portray-
ing the iconic filmmaker - i
slated to release simultaneo-
usly in both nations on Aug15.
However, given the current
turbulent situation in Bangla-
desh, the prospects of the
film's promotional activities
have now become ambiguous.
For film-makers who have be-
en collaborating with Bangla-
deshi stars inrecent times, the
circumstances are somewhat
precarious with a few of them
having to stall their dubbing
Process.

‘Padatik’ producer Firdau-
sul Hasan told TOI that his
Bangladeshi distributors are
inawait-and-watch mode now.
“If the situation doesn't im-

PLANS IN LIMBO
|

Our promotional
plans are supposed
to begin from July 25.
We will be affected if the
situation doesn’t improve

prove, we will have to think of
push back the Bangladeshi re-
lease to a later date. But that is
not something we want todo.”

Mukherji's wife, actress
Rafiath Rashid Mithila, and
daughter Avra, are currently
in Bangladesh. On a personal
level, there is stress since he
hasn't been able to connect
with them in the past twodays.
The other issue is the promo-
tion of hisforthcoming movie.

by then — Srijit Mukherji | oirecTor

(Far left)
Chanchal
Chowdhury
in ‘Padatik’;
Ziaul Farug
Apurba in
‘Chalchitra’

period

"We can’t do any online pro-
motions now since there will
be no reach. Luckily our pro-
motional plans are supposed
to begin from July 25. We will
be affected if the situation do-
esn’'t improve after July 25,
Mukherji said.

Loss of a single day’s pro-
motion for a Bengali film like
‘Padatik’, which has a box offi-
ce clash with Amar Kaushik-
helmed horror comedy ‘Stree

I shudder to think of the

consequences had we
scheduled the shooting
during this tumultuous

Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury | pirecTor

2" and John Abraham-starrer
*Vedaa’'. can be a big setback,
At least two fillm-makers
from Kolkata are facing issues
with dubbing. Director Anik
Dutta’s ‘Joto Kando Kolkata-
tei’ has Bangladeshi star Qua-
zi Nawshaba Ahmed. “Dub-
bingisyvettostartinfullswing.
Under the current circums-
tances, there is a slight appre-
hension about travelling from
Bangladesh to India, We too

are wondering if she will geta
visa. I will be having a word
withmy producer next week to
find out what we will be do-
ing,” Dutta told TOL

It is a similar problem for
Pratim D Gupta who has Bang-
ladeshi star Ziaul Farug Apur-
ba in his next film titled ‘Chal-
chitra’. Originally planned for
a Puja release, the film is still
not ready. Dubbing with Apur-
ba was supposed to be done in
Kolkata during Aug. “This 1s
not the perfect climate to ask
an actor to come from Dhaka
and dub for afilm. Itcan't be a
priority for a sensitive human
being,” the director said.

Director Aniruddha Roy
Chowdhury is among the pri-
vileged few to have finished
the filming. His new film ‘Dear
Maa’ features Bangladeshi ac-
tor Jaya Ahsaan. “Ishudder to
thinkof the consequences had
we scheduled the shooting du-
ring this tumuliuous period.
We would have been compel-
led to postpone the filming in-
definitely, Fortuitously, the
movie is currently being edi-
ted by Arghvakamal Mitra,”
Roy Chowdhury

Tamaghna.Banerjee@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The Border Security Force (BSF) as-
sisted 225 more Indian and Nepalese students,
studying in Bangladesh, to return home after
they crossed the Indo-Bangla border on Mon-
day. In the past four days, 1,419 students had

crossed the border.

On Monday, 134 Indian and 29 Nepalese stu-
dents crossed the border at Petrapole, while
another 42 Indians and 6 Nepalese crossed the
border at Gede. There were no fresh crosso-
vers along the border at Mahadipur and Gho-

jadanga.

“Onreaching the border, the South Bengal
Frontier of BSF is conducting medical check-
ups to ensure the health and well-being of the
students. Understanding the impact of the

turmoil on their mental state, we havealsoar. D=l

ranged counselling sessions with doctors to
helpthem deal with anxiety and fear,” said AK
Arya, DIG and BSF South Bengal Frontier's

spokesperson.

The officer said all of them were provided
with fresh meals and refreshments at the bor-
der before being transported to their respecti-
ve destinations in BSF vehicles.

“Border Guard Bangladesh safelv escor-
ted the students to the border after which the

BSF took over,” he said,

So far, more than 4,500 Indians have retur-
ned home from Bangladesh as the neighbou-
ring country continues to reel under violent
clashes that have killed over 100 people,

So far, more than 4, EIII{II Indians have returned hnm&
from trouble-torn Bangladesh

Meanwhile, cross-border trade through

land ports remained suspended for the second
day inarow on Monday, as violence continued
todisrupt normal operations.

According toofficials, the movementof go-

ods trucks has been halted since Sunday, with
the Bangladeshi side of the Petrapole land

port remaining closed due to a government-

officials said.

declared holiday and onlvemergency services
functioning. At present, about 800 trucks car-
rying various goods are stuck in parking lots,
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Monsoon pain: Traffic police

Breakdowns
And Rain
Bring Down
Kol Speed

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Traffic snarls are
back in the city with the onset
of monsoon, the first working
day on Monday morning wit-
nessing one of the worst slow
movements of traffic in re-
cent weeks.

Cops attributed multiple
reasons behind this - general
slowing down of vehicles due
to rains, vehicles breaking
down inthemiddleof the road
that included buses, construc-
tion work and deteriorating
road conditions besides the
spurt of private vehicles in
the school sector. Attempts by
passers-by and bikers to esca-
pe the rains and hence block-
ing traffic under flyvovers, all
added to the problems.

CHOCK-A-BLOCK

» General slowing down of vehicles due to
rain, vehicles breaking down in the middle of
the road, construction work and deteriorating
road conditions besides the spurt of private

vehicles in the school sector

> Attempts by passers-by and bikers to
escape the rain and blocking traffic under
flyovers added to the problems

Biplab Bhatta-::nar,ee

Trouble Spots

Sarani-CR Avenue crossing

» Bentinck Street, where the Shahid Diwas
rally took place, was reopened to traffic but
had to be regulated multiple times to allow
trucks to remove the dais and open all lanes

> A hawkers’ rally that blocked the Lenin

Traffic jam on Shakespeare Sarani on Monday

> Traffic moved at a snail's pace between
Maa flyover up to New Town due to craters

» Traffic was slow between Pathakpara and
Alipore zoo after a bus broke down

Bentinck Street, where the
Shahid Diwas rally took pla-
ce, was reopened totraffic ear-
Iy on Monday morning but
had to be regulated multiple
times to allow trucks to remo-
ve the dais items and open all
lanes of the road for traffic.
However, what came as the
biggest stumbling block in
central Kolkata wasa rally led
by hawkers that blocked the

Lenin Sarani-CR  Avenue
crossing and then moved to-
wards Moulali.

Traffic moved at a snail's
pace between Maa flyvover and
all the way up to New Town.
Bidhannagar Police said it
wasnot before 1 pm that traffic
police could normalize the si-
tuation. Traffic was extreme-
ly slow between Behala Pat-
hakpara and Alipore zoo too

‘Silted pores
on brick sewer
flooded metro

station’

Ajanta Chakraborty
& Saikat Ray | Tnn

Kolkata: Metro Railway said
on Monday that it has investi-
gated and found out the actual
reasons behind the flooding at
Park Street metro station on
May 28, when Cyclone Remal
lashed the city:

“The century-old EKMC
brick sewer line has pores
which were silted up in the
past few weeks. The manhole
wall also has holes, which led
to the water seepage into the
station. These holes are being
plugged now with grouting. In
fact, grouting is being done at
different locations of Park
Street metro station and ce-

REMAL EFFECT

ment injected inside the di-
aphragm wall to prevent wa-
terseepage infuture,” a Metro
spokespersonsald on Monday.
In a statement released on
Monday, the carrier said that
between May 28 and July 15,
645 bags of cement have been
injected into the diaphragm
wall.

Asked to comment, a KMC
engineer told TOI, *We don't
quite agree with Metro's fin-
dings, We have also inspected
the site and found that water
was seeping through the di-
aphragm or diaphragm wall
of the station box.”

Another engineer added,
“Even if, for the sake of
argument, one is ready to
agree with Metro Railway
that it is the KMC sewer that
needs to be repaired to add-
ressthe waterloggingthat had
occurred inside Park Street
metro station, why are they
(metro) injecting grout into
the diaphragm walls?"

after a bus broke down on
Burdwan Road, adding to the
perils due to metro constrruc-
tion at Mominpore (waterlog-
ging slowing down traffic).
Cops said they were forced
to turn off automated signa-
ling at multiple crossings and
follow the manual mode.
School traffic too made its
contribution. “School gates
got clogged with a much hig-

truggle to keep clty moving

her number of privately ow-
ned two-wheeler and four
wheeler wehicles,” said an
East Traffic Guard officer,

Kolkata Traftic Police said
that multiple measures have
beent planned to counter the
increasing number of break-
downs. “We have set up new
cut outs to place broken down
vehicles. We are helping
KMDA clean up the road in
the wee hours to remove all
nails and other items from the
road that can lead to punectu-
res. This exercise will be done
regularly from now,” said an
officer from the east guard.
WBTC has been asked to crea-
te breakdown repair teams
and stationthem across the ci-
tv rather than depend on par-
ticular WBTC depots.

Cops have also decided to
use alternate routes to push
out vehicles whenever they
stagnate. “Just like we push
vehicles onto PC connector
when Maa flyover chokes, we
have decided to use alternate
routeslike Wood Street, Preto-
ria Street and Lord Sinha Ro-
ad to drain out the smaller ve-
hicles,” said an officer:

‘Showers over 3 days reduce July
rain deficit to 10% in Kolkata

MONSOON STATS

Prithvijit.Mitra
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Frequent spells of
drizzles since Saturday have
narrowed down the July rain
deficit in Kolkata to a mere
10%, though the deficit rema-
ins a wider 28% in Gangetic
West Bengal or south Bengal.
The seasonal deficit in Kolka-
ta is 30% which could get re-
duced by the month end, said
weather scientists at Regio-
nal Meteorological Centre,
Alipore. In south Bengal, the
seasonal deficit stood at 48%
on Monday. Kolkata had a de-
ficit of 49% inJune.

Thecity hasreceived 242.8
mm rain between July 1 and
22 against a normal count
269.1 mm. “This is taken as
normal rain since a deficit or
surplus of up to19% is taken
to be within the acceptable
range. Since the citv is now
getting regular showers, the
rain count could rise fast.
One heavy spell could wipe
out the narrow deficit and ta-
ke the count bevond the nor-
mal mark,” said RMC weat-
herscientists HR Biswas.

But the seasonal deficit
for Kolkata remains wider
The period for the seasonal
count beginsfrom Junel, tho-

» Kolkata has a rain deficit
of 10% in July

» The deficit remains a
wider 28% in Gangetic
West Bengal

» Kolkata had a deficit of
49% in June

» Between June 1 and July
22, Kolkata received 386
mm rain against a normal
count of 552 mm, a deficit
of 30%

» Seasonal deficit in south
Bengal is 48%

» Normal rain in June and
July: 522.1 mm

» Normal rain in July in

Kolkata has been getting
frequent showers since
Saturday

Kolkata: 261 mm

» Normal between July 1
and 22: 269.1 mm

» Kolkata has received
242 8 mm

ugh the official date for onset
of monsoon in Kolkata and
south Bengal is June 11. This
vear, monsoon had set in Kol-
kata on June 22, “While mon-
soon arrived late, the monso-
on trough remained weak
and often moved away from
south Bengal and remained
stationed across north Beng-
al triggering heavy rain the-
re. There were few low-pres-
sure systems over Bay of
Bengal that could trigger con-
sistent rain, keeping the rain

count low. Now, we are having
more frequent low-pressures
that have started pushing the
countup,” explained Biswas.

Between June 1 and July
22 Kolkata has received 386
mmrainagainstanormal co-
unt of 552 mm, a deficit of
30%. Like Kolkata, the July
deficitinsouth Bengal hasco-
me down to 28%. July is the
rainiest monsoon month in
Bengal.

Between 2010 and 2017,
Kolkata received less than

normal in July on five occa-
sions, It doesn't necessarily
indicate a deficiency for the
season, though, said Biswas.
“Even though the seasonal
deficiency is high sofar, there
is still enough time for a ma-
ke-up. August is also peak
monsoon period and it often
rains heavily in September.
S0, the final count will de-
pend on the number of sy-
stems that we have in the re-
gion in the coming weeks.”
said Biswas

A depression over north-
west and adjoining westcen-
tral Bay of Bengal entered
Odisha on Sunday, turning
into a low-pressure system.
Along with the monsoon tro-
ugh passing through Chand-
baliinOdisha, thesystem has
been triggering frequent
spells of rain since the wee-
kend. On Monday Kolkata
oot 144 mm rain and 34.2 mm
between Sunday and Monday
evening.

“The monscon trough is
expected move northward
and enter south Bengal wit-
hin the next two days. Once it
does, the spells of rain could
get frequent. Kolkata and so-
uth Bengal will continue to
bedrenched by showerstill at
least Friday,” said Biswas

Z3.0cr approved for Sec VI connectivity

Suman.Chakraborti
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The state urban
development department on
Monday approved a funding
of Rs 3.6 crore to the Sector
V1 (Bantala) industrial
township authority under
the Development of Munici-
pal Area scheme for setting

up new roads and repairing
the existing bituminous ro-
ad to improve the connecti-
vity of the area with the city.

A new bhituminous road
has been planned to be
constructed beside 10A zone
of Kolkata Leather Comp-
lex, Bantala, for which aro-
und Rs 1.4 crore has been
approved. Another new ro-

ad is planned from SLF gate
to ESR site for which Rs 98.5
lakh has been approved. The
existing bituminous road
from Bastu Biharto Ashram
More crossing at Bhatipota
mouza will also be repaired
and restored for which Rs1.2
crore has been approved.
Thetotal fund will be disbur-
sed in four phases till the fi-

nancial vear of 2026-27.

sector VI Industrial
Township Authority was
formed in 2015 where Banta-
la was included to function
under the urban develop-
ment department’s purview
like Sector V's IT hub that
functions under the purvi-
ew of NabadigantaIndustri-
al Township Authority.

Cops foil
robbery, two
Bangla men

among 4 held

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Cops from the Anan-
dapur police station foiled a
robbery at a marble shop off E
M Bypass and arrested four
persons, iIncluding two Bangla-
deshis who had crossed over
the international border ille-
gally The arrest was carried
out around 2 pm on Sunday.
“Wereceived a tip-off about
four persons loitering in front
of Bhowmick Marbles in
Anandapur, possibly planning
to commit a crime. Upon rea-

MARBLE SHOP

ching the spot, four persons
were found trving to flee in a
car. Since their behaviour was
suspicious, we decided to gues-
tion them,” said additional CP
() Murlidhar Sharma.

During questioning, found
two of them—Sobuj Kundu
(28) and Rahul Sk (27)—were
from Nakashipara in Nadia.
The other two, said police, we-
refrom Rajbari in Bangladesh.
The two, Mijan Sk (38) and Ru-
bel Sk (27), could not show any
valid identity documentor any
paper for their India stay. Poli-
ce said the two confessed to ha-
veentered India illegally. They
were arrested under section
14A(b)of the Foreigner Act.

Tree topples
in Ekbalpore

Kolkata: A full-grown maho-
gany tree uprooted in an Ek-
balpore neighbourhood on
Mondav morning.

A Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration official said the adja-
cent land was being dug up for
drainage upgrade work and it
might have led to the uproo-
ting of thetree.

Though residents of the
area claimed that 2 man was
injured when the tree toppled,
a KMC official said no such in-
formation had reached the ci-
vicheadquarters.

The upreooted tree was
sawed and removed by after-
NOON. TN

Chunk falls off
six-storey bldg

Kolkata: Thebalconyof asix-
storey building on Satyen Roy
Road in Behala collapsed aro-
und 11.15 am on Monday du-
ring the morning rain. Police
said a passer-by had a narrow
escape and no one was injured
in the incident.

An officer said, “The ch-
unk was around 10 feet by 4 fe-
et and fell off thefifth floor™ A
case has been lodged.

JJ) Board summons
student, parents

Kolkata: The Juvenile Justice
Board has summoned the Class
X boywhohadusedan Alappto
create objectionable images of
Class XI and XII girls of the
same school. The parents will
accompany the student to the
counselling session organised
by the JJ Board.

DCP(Behala)Rahul De con-
firmed a complaint was recei-
ved and that they informed the
JJ Board about it.

Bldal for Biden
e

&

.

= IOE bread mem laave

b
s

datunha/AB/ 962

Molested in auto,
woman hauls
co -passenger to cops

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A woman, travell-
ing in an auto with her hus-
band, was allegedly molested
by a co-passenger, twice, on
Saturday night. Even as the
accused denied the charge
and started arguing with the
couple, the woman spotted a
policeman on the road and so-
ughthis help.

Based on the woman's
complaint, the accused, San-
jib Dutta, was arrested by the

ONWAYTO

ULTADANGA

Jorabagan police. He confes-
sed tothe crime, police said.
According to police, the
woman and her husband bo-
arded the auto from Joraba-
gan around 9 pm and were on
their way to Ultadanga. Dut-
ta boarded the auto from the
same place and sat next tothe
woman. In her complaint. the
woman stated that Dutta tou-
ched her inappropriately af-
ter the auto reached Ahirito-
la. When sheprotested, Dutta
claimed his action wasnot in-

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

tentional and that he had
brushed against her as he co-
uld not keep his balance with
the auto travelling through a
rough stretch of road, police
said. When the auto reached
sovabazar, Dutta allegedly
molested the woman again.
This time, the woman stood
up against Dutta, and her hu-
sbhand also protested.

A senior officer said, “On
reaching Hatibagan, the wo-
man forced the accused to get
off the auto and reported the
incident to a policeman on
the road. He took all three to
Jorabagan police station. Ba-
sed on the woman's compla-
int, theaccused wasarrested.
Dutta works at a clothing sto-
re in Jorabagan and the inci-
dent occurred while he was
returning home from work.”

Dutta was presented in
Bankshall Court on Sunday.
The defence lawver pleaded
for bail but the public prose-
cutor opposed it, stating the
woman's confidential state-
ment had not vet been taken.
If released, the accused
might intimidate the woman.
The court sent Dutta to police
custody

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Diamond Harbour biker
dies in S Kol accident

Sarthak.Gatimesofindia.com

Kolkata: A 39-yvear-old resi-
dent of Diamond Harbour,
Badal Halder, died after his
bike was hit by a truck on
Prince Anwar Shah Road ne-
ar a shopping mall on Sun-
dayv night.

Intheimpactof the truck
hitting his bike, Halder was
thrown to the ground. He
was taken to SSKM Hospital,
where he was declared dead.

Police said he was wearinga
helmet at the time of the ac-
cident. The truck driver fled.

In another accident, an
auto plying the Dhapa-Chit-
taranjan route Keeled over
near VIP Bazarat9.30 pmon
sunday. The autodriver, who
was injured in the accident,
had lost control of the vehi-
cle, said cops. He was taken
to a private hospital from
where he was later dischar-
ged. Cops seized the vehicle.

Inter-state racket

in RBU mobile theft

Kolkata: While investi-
gating a case of cellpho-
ne thefts from two ex-
aminees at the Rabindra
Bharati University cam-
pus in Salt Lake last we-
ek, cops have come
Across an interstate cri-
me racket. Two persons
have been arrested sofar,
A probe is on to arrest
therest of the gang. Tnu

GATE-CRASH

A huge bamboo scaffolding gate collapsed on Mend ay evening
when a bus bound for Bihar hit it. Traffic on the busy S N
Banerjee Road came to a standstill for over half an hour. DMG
personnel rushed to the spot to ease the situation

Sudipto Das

‘Skulls, bone in Kasba
belong to 3 women’

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The Kasba Police

twoof the three human bo-
dv partsrecovered thusfar,

According to police, the
area from where the hu-
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is filled with alcohol bott-
les, suggesting that the ac-
cusedcould have been mee-
ting there regularly. Cops
are now ascertaining if
there was any illegal dig-
ging in the nearby gravey-
ard. “We have not yet ruled
out the possibility of these
human parts were being
dug from nearby spots,” sa-
id an officer,

Cops said they will car-
rvout DNA profiling of the
skeletal parts and the pro-
cess will be videographed,

has now received a report
that the two skulls and the
bone of a hand that were
recovered from an under-
construction site at Haltu
in Kasba on July 18 belong-
ed to three women.

The entire postmortem
and forensic reports are
still awaited, but cops have
confirmed that only the
two skulls were that of wo-
men. Suggestionsthatthey
were used for black magic
has also gained credence.
Cops have also ruled out
any homicidal chance in
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Reach out to ‘missing’ UG students to HC lawyers protest after
~ cop assault in S 24 Pgns

Upgrade
Round To Start
Tomorrow

Poulami.Roy@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The state higher
education department has
asked colleges to contact stu-
dents, who have been allotted
undergraduate seats thro-
ugh the centralised portal
but have not vet paid the fees
or taken admission. The de-
partment has shared the list
of applicants with the insti-
tutes so that the authorities
can get in touch with them,
clear their contusion about
seat selections if any, help
them rectifv any mistake in
the application forms, pro-
mote their campuses and con-
vince them to participate in

1.6L SEATS UP FOR GRABS

> Total applications: We expect around
5.2 lakh 25,000 students to opt
> Seats allotted: for upgrade, but we want to
4.2 lakh reach out to as many
> No. of candidates applicants as possible and
who took admission: | so, we need support from
3.6 lakh college authorities, too. We
» Seats vacant: L6 | will share the list of
> Upgrade round: candidates with the colleges
July 24 to July 28 —A state edu dept official

the upgrade round from Wed- were allotted to candidates

nesday so that they can take
admission incoursesand col-
leges of their choice.

The state higher educa-
tion department conducted a
virtual meeting with nodal
officers of colleges on Mon-
day to guide them about how
to help out candidates before
starting the upgrade round.

Of the 4.2 lakh seats that

through the centralised ad-
mission portal, 3.6 lakh stu-
dents have taken admission.
At the end of the first round
of the admission, around
60,000 seats were found va-
cant though those were allot-
ted to candidates based on
their first preference. Moreo-
ver, 1lakh-odd candidates ha-
ve been put on wait list as so-

me had mistakenly marked
their preferred courses and
institutes as second or third
choices, some had made er-
rors in application processes
and some could not be allot-
ted their preferred courses in
colleges of choice. So far, of
the 4.2 lakh seats, 1.6 lakh we-
revacant, said an official.

The upgrade round will
start on Wedne-

fill admission gap: Govt to colleges

ked to make calls to the candi-
dates within this two-day gap
before the upgrade process
starts.” The nodal officer of
another college said, “We we-
re asked to reach out to candi-
dates who marked our insti-
tute as a second or third choi-
ce. We are supposed to promo-
te our campus and courses so
that the candidates can get a

clear knowled-

s:iay_ and w:1ll ge_hefﬂm_ﬁna-
suny oy | MISSIONSSTR e
EE}IAt the mee- nnMISSIo“ - E!dl.lﬂﬂt-lﬂl‘ig L’tE;I:

ting, state offi-

cials asked colleges to promo-
te their institutes before the
upgrade round started. The
admission nodal officer of a
college said, “The education
department officials told us
toreach out to listed candida-
tes and convince them to take
admission. We have been as-

partment offi-
cer said, “We expect around
25,000 students to opt for up-
grade, but we want to reach
out to as many applicants
as possible and so, we need
support from college authori-
ties, too. We will share the
list of candidates with the
colleges.”
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Metro eye on budget today 22 airport touts
for city project push

INTERIM BUDGET ALLOCATIONS

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The Airport-New
Metro, which received the
highest allocation of Rs 1,791
crore in the interim budget
may get more funds in the ge-
neral budget on Tuesday. The
Orange Line aims to extend
the service 8 km bevond Ruby
crossing till Metropolitan by
Dec. All eves will be trained
on East-West Metro, which is
expected to complete the
16km corridor with services
ateither end being bridged af-
ter trains start plving betwe-
en Sealdah and Esplanade.
The Salt Lake-Howrah Mai-
dan Green Line had received
an allocation of Rs 900 crore.
The East-West Metro,
which currently operates in
two disjointed stretches, one
between Sector V and Seal-
dah and the other between Es-
planade and Howrah Maidan,
has an interface with the
Orange Line at Sector V.
When E-W's 2.5km Esplana-
de-Sealdah section is comple-
ted, passengers can board the
metro from Howrah Maidan,
cover 16km under the Hoogh-
ly to Sector V, switch over to
the Orange Line and alight at
any of the stations on Salt La-
ke bypass and EM Bypass.
The 3km Noapara-Dum
Dum Cantonment section or
Phaselof the Yellow Line un-
derwent safety checks in Ma-
rch. “We expect the section to

» New Garia-Airport
(29km): ¥1,791.3 cr against
last year's 1,700 cr

» Joka-Esplanade (14km):
©1,208.61 cr against last
year's ©1,350 cr

» East-West Metro (16km):
900 cr against last year's
71,000 cr

» Noapara-Barasat via
Airport (18km): T200 cr
against last year's T650 cr

be launched any time,"” a rail-
ways official said. The 16km
Noapara-Barasat Metro or
the Yellow Line received a
paltry Rs 200 crore because of
land logjams beyond airport.
But the airport ‘Jai Hind' sta-
tion was shaping up fast and
might be connected to the Yel-
low Line in the next few mo-
nths, an official said. He said
more funds might be alloca-
ted for the Yellow Line in the
budget as a major hurdle in
the way of the airport-New
Barrackpore section had be-
en cleared with Airports Aut-
hority of India allowing the
use of 18m-tall cranes at the
construction site. AAI has al-
so given the NOC to Metro Ra-
ilway to work outside the air-

The Airport-

New Garia

8 Metrois

4| expected to
i extend the

# service 8 km

§ beyond Ruby

crossing till

Metropolitan

rra Dy Dec

pt:rt and Micheal Nagar

Commuters can ride all
the way from Ruby crossing
{(Orange Line) to Dum Dum
Cantonment because the
5.5km New Garia-Ruby line
has an interchange with the
North-South or Blue Line at
New Garia. Once the Yellow
Line opens, Noapara will ha-
ve two metro lines—the exis-
ting Blue Line that termina-
tes at Dakshineswar and the
new Yellow Line that will go
up to Dum Dum Cantonment.

Hectic work is on on the
5km underground section of
the Joka-Esplanade or Purple
Line, which received Rs 1,200
crore in Feb. Construction of
the Victoria Metrostation has
started.

‘nabbed in 3 days

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Mayukh Sengupta | T

Kolkata: Airport cops have
arrested 22 touts in the past
three days. TOI had written
on July 19 how taxi touts we-
re back at Kolkata airport,
cashing in on a spike in do-
mestic passenger footfall
owing to a rise in business
traffic and because of many
students traversing in and

According to sources,
cops had arrested nine men
on July 19, six on July 20 and
seven on July 21

Along with touts, cops
have also started booking
app bikers who have been fo-
und picking up passengers
from outside the airport's
arrival zone. “While app bi-
kes are permitted to drop off
passengers at the airport,
they are not allowed to enter

out of the city
in the admis-
sion  season.

Taxi touts come back at airport
as student travel season Im:ts in

the facility to
pick up riders
since there is
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During multi-
ple visits, to-
uts and dri-
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vers were fo-

an absence of
a system 1o
collect access
fees from the

und standing

outside gates Tﬂl JULY 19 2024
2A/B

1A/B,

and 4A/B, approaching pas-
sengers and following them
even when many declined
their services.

Following the crack-
down, TOI found the num-
ber of touts diminishing
sharply and passengers
enjoying a peaceful exit
out of the integrated termi-
nal. While some touts were
still spotted approaching
passengers near the taxi
kiosks, most flyers heaved a
sigh of relief,

“We have intensified our
drive against touts and the
arrests will continueon are-
gular basis till touting is eli-
minated from the airport
premises,” said an officern

6 bram—eatmg amoeba cases in a year

Sumati.Yengkhom
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Institute of Neuro-
sciences Kolkata(INK)hasde-
tected six cases within a vear
of an infection where a rare
amoeba eats into the human
brain. One patient is still un-
der treatment. Doctors won-
dered 1if immunological
changes due to Covid-19 have
pushed this amoeba to infect
humans more often.

The brain-eating amoeba
causes a condition called Pri-
mary Amoebic Meningoen-
cephalitis (PAM) with 90%
mortality. Kolkata reported
the first PAM case in 2015, in
which a teenager succumbed
during treatment. Another
case was reported in SS8KM
this Jan, which TOI reported.

90% MORTALITY

» The amoeba causes a
neurological condition
called PAM, which has 90%
mortality

» Found in fresh warm
water, it enters the body
through the nose, enters the
brain and feeds on cerebral
tissues, destroying the
central nervous system

> Symptoms include
fever, headache, vomiting,
convulsions, disorientation
and unconsciousness

Now, there have been six cases
in a single hospital in a span
of avear,

“In 2023, we got two cases
which wereported in the Indi-
an Academy of Neurology

and we detected four in the
past few months. We need to
have an epidemiological stu-
dy to search for the reason be-
hind the spurt,” said neurolo-
gist A Shobhana, senior con-
sultant incritical care, stroke,
and tropical neurology, INK.
While immuno-compro-
mised individuals are suscep-
tible to infection, some pati-
ents at the Park Circus hospi-
tal were seemingly healthy
ones. According to experts,
there are four genera of such
amoebas: Naegleria, Acan-
thamoeba, Balamuthia and
Sappinia, all of which cause
central nervous system (CNS)
infections. Transmission to
humans occurs though inha-
lation of infested water, Alt-
hough risk of infections has
been reported to be high in re-

creational water sports, the
Indian subcontinent has re-
ported cases in people not In-
volved in such activities as
well. “In 20% cases, no clear
source of infection may be de-
tected. Out of the six cases in
our hospital, only one had ex-
posure to a swimming pool,”
Shobhana said.

Treatment includes admi-
nistering medicines inside
the fluid-containing areas in
the brain. Some may require
surgery for complications,
like hvdrocephalus. While fe-
ver, headache, vomiting, alte-
ration in sensorium and con-
vulsions are common mani-
festations, classic symptoms
may be absent, especially in
the elderly, who may exhibit
change in behaviour, memory
loss or locomotor problems.

S and N 24 Pgns, Darj have most bird

species with declining population trend
BENGAL HIGHLIGHTS

KrishnenduMukherjee
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: South 24 Parganas,
Darjeeling and North 24 Par-
ganas have the most number
of high-priority bird species
in Bengal. Thestate is hometo
895 bird species, spread over
88,752 square kilometres, said
the Bengal data of State of In-
dia's Bird (SOIB) Report, 2023,
that was released during the
Bengal Birders’ Meet in the ci-
tv on Monday It was also an-
nounced that this winter, the
state may Kick off a projectto
map distribution and abun-
dance of birds for the first ti-
me to prepare a bird atlas.

According to the SOIB re-
port, bava weaver (baya tanti),
pied cuckoo (chatak)and hou-
sesparrow numbers are decli-
ning in Bengal compared to
the national trend over the
last eight years.

“While South 24 Parganas

habitat

compared to national trend

» 895 species in 88,752 sq-km

> 5 24 Pgns, N 24 Pgns, Darj have
most high-priority species, like

brown-winged kingfisher, rufous-
necked hornbill & great parrotbill

> Baya weaver, pied cuckoo &
house sparrow populations declining

Brown-winged
kingfisher

has 59 high-priority species,
Darjeeling has 50 and North
24 Parganas has 48,” the re-
port said. High-priority speci-
es are those whose population
shows a trend of decline du-
ring theexercise.

However, Ashwin Vishwa-
nathan of Nature Conserva-
tion Foundation's (NCF) bird
monitoring team said the ba-
yva weaver, pied cuckooand ho-
use sparrow are not on the
priority list in Bengal as they
still have a large and diverse
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range across India.

The report also highligh-
ted district-wise high-priority
species, like brown-winged
kingfisher in South 24 Parga-
nas, rufous-necked hornbill
in Alipurduar and Darjeeling
and the great parrotbill in
Darjeeling. According to the
report, North and South Di-
najpur and Cooch Behar need
more birding as the lowest
number of bird lists were

las, Birdwatchers’ Society
(BWS) secretary Sujan Chat-
terjee said the initiative is lik-
ely to span three vears and
will focus on covering at least
2% of the habitat across the
state by then.

The state will be divided
into 6-km grids, each segmen-
ted into 36 sub-grids of 1 sq-
km. These sub-cells will be
monitored four times annual-
ly, in summer, monsoon, win-
ter and spring, to map the na-
ture of habitats and record
bird species found in them, sa-
1d Chatterjee on the sidelines
of the meet, a collaborative ef-
fort by Birdwatchers’ Society,
eBird and Bird Count India.

According to Praveen J of
NCF's bird monitoring team,
each sub-grid will be survey-
ed with a focus on recording
the species, their migratory
or passage migratory status,

bikers,” the
officer said.
Frequent

flyers appreciated the cop
drive and urged them to con-
tinue the same. “An airport
is the most prominent and
prestigious gateway to the
city and the presence of to-
uts approaching passengers
the moment they come out
of the terminal tarnishes
the city’s image. We are ac-
customed to such scenes at
railway stations but such
menace at airports should
not be tolerated. The cops
are taking theright stepand
should continue with the
drive to erase the menace,”
said Dwaipayvan Roy, a resi-
dent of Behala who frequ-
ently flies between Kolkata
and Delhi.

BMC puts up

. notices banning
- fire for cooking

inside mkts

Suman.Chakraborti
@timesofindia.com

Subrata Chattoraj| T

Kolkata: Businessinthe Cal-
cutta High Court came to a
halt on Monday due to lawy-
ers’ protest following an as-
saultonahigh courtadvocate
at the Nepalganj police out-
post under Bishnupur police
station in South 24 Parganas
on Sunday.

The incident had happe-
ned when lawyer Sourav
Mandal accompanied his cli-
ent to the Nepalganj police
outpost over a land dispute.

Calcutta High Court lawy-
ers stayed away from the co-
urt rooms following a resolu-
tion adopted by the Calcutta
High Court Bar Association.
Association secretary San-
kar Prasad Dalapati drew the
attention of the chief justice
of the Calcutta High Courton
this matter.

The association chose to
do a rethink only after senior
police officers came to the
high court on Monday afier-
noon and tendered a written
apology for what had happe-
ned on Sunday. The associa-
tion, however, did not imme-
diately withdraw its strike
and said it will meet again at
10.30 am on Tuesday,

The daylong I:EaSanurk on
Monday will impact the case
disposal in Calcutta High Court

Diamond Harbour SP Ra-
hul Goswami also served a
show-cause notice to sub-in-
spector Sudipto Sanyal on
Mondayv and sought a reply
on the sameday The SP, in the
show-cause, wanted an expla-
nation from the sub-inspec-
tor on the unlikely behaviour
from one of the members of
the “disciplined force”. Cops
ordered an inquiry into the
incident.

Advocate Sourav Mandal
complained that police offi-
cer on duty Sudipta Sanyal

had joined the discussion
drunk and started abusing
the lawyver and his client.
Mandal, in his written comp-
laint to the director general
of police, stated that Sanval
had dragged the lawvyer to the
floor and beat him merciless-
lyv. Mandal was injured and
had to be rushed to Amtala
rural hospital.

The high court advocate
appealed to the police brass
for preserving the CCTV foo-
tage at the Nepalganj police
outposton Sunday Mandalal-
s0o complained that the sub-
inspector had threatened the
advocate saying that he wo-
uld be implicated in a narco-
tics case.

The day-long cease-work
will impact the case disposal
in Calcutta High Court, The
HC hasl.61lakh pending cases
inthe appellate side and anot-
her 16,720 cases pending in its
original side, accordingtothe
National Judicial Data Grid.
In June, the HC's appellate si-
dewasabletodisposed,267 ca-
ses and the original side was
able to dispose 212 cases. The
HC now has 34 permanent
judges and 10 additional jud-
zes, The sanctioned strength
of the HC is 72.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘Itahancmsmels
gaining popularity’

Civic waste
sliding down
Darj hill slopes

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: An expert committee
formed by the NGT bench of
Justice B Amit Sthalekar and
Arun Verma has found huge
dumping of municipal solid
waste at Amar Jyoti Gram in
Darjeeling by the Darjeeling
Municipality The waste hasbe-
en sliding down the mountain
slope nearly 100 meters, confir-
ming the concerns raised by
oreen activist Subhas Datta.
During consultations with
Darjeeling Municipality offici-
als, the committee discovered

NGT PANEL

plans for a scientific waste col-
lection and disposal system. A
new segregation and proces-
sing unit is being developed ne-
ar Mukti Dham, 100 meters
downhill from the current
dumping site.

The panel recommended an
immediate halt to MSW dum-
ping at Amar Jyoti to comply
with the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules. They also warned
that the accumulated waste co-
uld release large amount of
methane, posing fire risk.

pContinued from P 1

SASNA Were now as pop-

ular in Kolkata as Chi-
nese fried rice and chilli
chicken, said Hrishi Bajoria,
owner of Chillis Grill & Bar;
which has several Italian dis-
hes on its menu. “Till recent-
Iv, eating out would mean or-
dering Chinese and Mughlai,
but now an Italian spread is

P izza, pasta, risottoand la-

Italian cuisine, we have seen
a consistent spurt in demand
every year,” said Anjan Chat-
terjee, chairman, Speciality
Restaurants. He added that
pizza and pasta had gradu-
ated from being fast food to
fine-dine choices.

Pradip Rozario, owner of
KK's Fusion, said when he in-
troduced Italian cuisine 25
vears ago, there were not ma-
ny takers. *There were hard-

WHERE KOLKATA DINES

Fine-dining restaurants | 33%
Quick service | 21%
Casual dining | 17%
Food courts | 12%
Cafes | 6%

Others | 11%

it

justas popular,” he added.
Places like Cafe Mezzuna,
Serafina, Chillis Grill & Bar;
Sorano, Beanshot, Pepe Rosa
and Makatl are now seeing
dishes like pizza Carbonara,
pasta Aglio e Olio or ravioli
flving off shelves. Even cafes
that have sprung up in resi-
dential neighbourhoods
thrive on Italian orders. “At
Cafe Mezzuna, which serves

ly any Italian restaurants in
the city then. But now, at
KkK’s. the demand for Italian
food is increasing,” he said.

Most restaurateurs fee]
Chinese cuisine will never
lose its popularity in Kolkata.
“Italian is growing in pop-
ularity, but Chinese food re-
tains its hold,” said Bajoria.
who opened Royal China four
vears ago.

‘Russel St hawkers to get
stalls at street-food hub

Saikat.Ray@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The Kolkata Muni-

Sukhomoy Sen

Kolkata: Following a deci-
sion taken by Bidhannagar
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) last Dec, prohibiting
use of fire for cooking on the
premises of stand-alone com-
munity markets in Salt Lake,
BMC has started putting up
notices at all the markets on
the same.

“Action will be taken aga-
inst those who flout the rule,”
said BMC MMiC{markets) Ra-
jesh Chirimar. The civic body
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One of the notices at a market

will also send a list of repeat
offenders to the fire and emer-
gency services department.
The decision to ban use of
fire to cook inside markets
was taken after one person di-
ed and 14 were injured after a
gas cylinder in a road side ea-
tery exploded in the Kestopur
Rabindrapalli loeality This
vear, too, afire incident occur-
redin a Salt Lake market.
Officials said other coo-
king methods, like induction
cookers, could be allowed.
Most of the shopkeepers
running eateries or pice ho-
tels in the markets said BMC
should arrange for some alter-
native space nearby for them
to cook. “For food like chow-
mein or rolls, customers don't
like them pre-made. And these
can'tbeprepared oninduction

cipal Corporation (KMC)
has decided to accommodate
food hawkers of Russel Stre-
et inthenewly built street-fo-
od stalls. These food hawkers
are currently encroaching
on the carriageway, which is
not permissible according to
Town Vending Commitiee
rules. If everything goes ac-
cording to plan, KMC will
open thesestalls by themidd-
leof Aug.

According to a KMC offi-
cial, since the civic body has
constructed 32 food stalls un-
der a scheme to set up street-
food hubsintheecity, it will be
easier for them to rehabilita-
te the hawkers there. “We ha-

smart, clean strect food hubs ready to
rodl ot i Patuli, Bossel Street and Tala
- FURST DHE MAY GFEN [N & MONTE

TOI | JULY 15, 2024
ve decided to make the best
use of the newly constructed
food stalls for the rehabilita-
tion of food hawkers who ha-
ve been facing an eviction
threat, especially afteracity-
widedriveagainst encroach-
mentof public property,” the
civicofficial said.

According to a KMC offi-
cial, this is the first rehabili-
tation package being offered
to the city's food hawkers af-
ter the anti-encroachment
drive was launched more
than three weeks ago. The
street-food stalls have been
built by the KMC slum deve-
lopment department.

The food hawkers on Rus-
se] Street offer office-goers a
variety of street food, rang-

32 STALLS BUILT

Makhanilal Das | roon HAWKER

The hawkers on Russel Street will be relocated
to the new stalls by the middle of Aug

The KMC scheme is quite lucrative — we |
will be accommodated at the new stalls
and the KMC won’t charge us for that

A KMC official

LS
.

We have identified 32 hawkers at the
food zone and accordingly built the
same number of stalls for their rehabilitation

ri to sweets. According to
Makhanlal Das, a food haw-
ker on Russel Street who
supplies lunch to office-go-
ers, the hawkers were told to
apply for possession of stalls
by producing documents
that would establish the
hawker’'s rights and make
him eligible for the stall.
“The scheme that the KMC
hasoffered is quite lucrative.
We will be accommodated at
the new stalls and the KMC
won't charge us for that,” sa-
id Shaw

Binod Das, who sells so-
uth Indian dishes, said he
was apprehensive of being

uploaded from there. and whether theyv are juvenile cookers,” said an eatery staf- ing from masala muri to ousted after the KMC-cop jo-
Talking about the bird at- m*breeding. fer at a market. chowmein, and fromkhichu-  int drive against encroach-
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ment on carriageways three
weeks ago. “I was tense till
the KMC officials visited my
stall on the carriageway and
assured me that 1 would be gi-
ven a space on the pavement.
I hope the distribution of
stalls begins as soon as pos-
sible,” Das said.

According to a KMC offi-
cial, the civie body has con-
ducted a surveyv on the exis-
ting nature of food business
on Russel Street and will
draw lots for distribution of
the stalls soon. “We have
identified 32 hawkers at the
food zone and accordingly
built the same number of
stalls for their rehabilita-
tion,” the official said.
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SHARAD PAWAR MEETS MAHA CM EKNATH SHINDE,  INDEPENDENT LS SEAT RIVAL WHO LOST CHALLENGES
DISCUSSES MARATHA-OBC QUOTA ISSUE AMRITPAL VICTORY IN HC, SAYS HE CONCEALED INFO

B'luru police slap FIRon 2ED
officials for ‘bid to frame CM’

Complaint By State Official Gives Tribal Fund Scam New Turn

Suraj Revanna granted
~ bail intwo cases, set to i | LDEN
.~ walk out of prison today g i 2UTH

Bengaluru: JD(S) MLC Suraj Revanna, -y THE TIMES OF INDIA
who was arrested over allegations of unna- ;
tural sex, was granted conditional bail in
both the cases registered aga-
inst him, by a special court in
¥ Bengaluruon Monday.

Santoshkumar.B that transferring the corpo- In the first case, filed by a
@timesofindia.com Additional director of ration fund to the MG Road 27-vear-old JIXS) functionary
H branch was wrong. So I clar- at Holenarasipura Rural poli-
Bengaluru: The tribal fund social welfare ified that I had transferred cestation in Hassan districtof CAN I GET A
scam in Karnataka took a department Kallesh B themoneyaccordingtoagovt @ Karnataka, Suraj got regular bail, while in PROPER BILL FOR
new turn on Monday as Ben- claimed before IJﬂlit:E order on March 25, and the il- the second case filed by the MLC’s 30-vear-old
galuru city police registered that he was pl‘ESSIlI"Ed to legal transfer of the fund was close aide at the same police station, he got an- EVERY GO L D
an FIR against two top En- implicate Sidd iah done on March 5. I did not ticipatory bail.
forcement Directorate offi- IILITP II:EI e sl ! a_mﬁ commit any mistake, After According to sources, Suraj may be relea- PURCH ASE?
cials based on a complaint fil- (in pic), ex-minister my clarification, he threat- sed from the Central Prison, Parappana Agra-
ed by a social welfare depart- B Hagemlm and the ened he would arrestme and I hara, on Tuesday. The bail conditions stipula-
ment officer accusing ED offi- dEﬁtl’tlﬂEl‘lt in the tribal would not get bail for two te that Suraj must not threaten prosecution
cials of pressuring him to yvears,” Kallesh stated. witnesses or complainants, tamper with evi-
implicate the chief minister, welfare fund scam He claimed Kannan had denceormeetthe victimsdirectlyorindirect- | Ag g customer, itis your right to

finance department and for-
mer minister B Nagendra in
the scam.

Kallesh B, additional di-
rector of the department,
stated in his complaint that
ED had summoned him over
the phone on.July 16 for inves-
tigation into the Karnataka
Maharshi Valmiki Sched-
uled Tribes Development
Corporation.

Wilson Garden police reg-
istered a case under BNS for

criminal intimidation, inten-
tional insult, and criminal
liability when two or more in-
dividuals act with common
intention. They mentioned
an official identified only by
his surname Mittal as ac-
cused No. 1 and one Muruli
Kannan as accused No. 2 in
the FIR.

Kallesh said, “I appeared
before ED) assistant director
Muruli Kannan, who asked

me 17 questions. I answered
allthe questionsexceptthree,
for which T sought time as 1
had to source documents and
check with my subordinates.
Kannan agreed and asked me
toappear before him for ques-
tioningat 2pmon.July18.”
Kallesh alleged the ED of-
ficial did not give any endor-
sement for his statements.
“However, he started to ask
questions orally He told me

assured him that ED would
help him if he confessed that
there was an instruction
from former minister Nagen-
dra and the finance depart-
ment. Kallesh added that
KannansenthimtoMittal, an
IRS officer in the ED office.
“Mittal abused and pres-
sured me (to make state-
ments against CM and Na-
gendra),” Kallesh said, re-
guesting police to take action
against the ED officials.
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Assam cash-for-job
scam: APSC ex-chief
among 32 convicted

Punjab man

gets 70-year
jail term for
triple murder

Times News NETWORK

Patiala: A district and ses-
sions court in Ropar, Pun-
jab, has sentenced a man
from Morinda town to 70
vears in jail for the murder
of his wife, sister-in-law
and wife's nephew, besides
injuring another nephew.

District and sessions
judge Ramesh Kumari
agreed with the additional
public prosecutor that the
convict, Alam, was guilty of
both murder and attempt to
murder. He was awarded
three life sentences of 20
years each for the triple
murder and a 10-year jail
term for the attempt to mur-
der. The order, pronounced
Saturday, made it clear that
the sentences will run
consecutively:

On the night of June 3,
2020, Alam had hacked to
death his wife Kajal, sister-
in-law Jaspreet Kaur and
Jaspreet’sson Sahil, withan
axe, while they were asleep
at his wife’s parental house,
Healso attacked and tried to
kill Jaspreet’s second son,
Bobby, but he survived.

In Feb 2021, police
framed charges against
Alam, and the trial conclud-
ed on July 20, 2024,

Mukut.Das@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: A former chair-
person of Assam Public Ser-
vice Commission (APSC)and
29 agricultural development
officers appointed during his
stint were among 32 people
convicted Monday by a spe-
cial court in a 2014 jobs-for-
cash scam that was under
probe for eight yvears. Special
judge Dipak Thakuria ac-
quitted 11 people, seven of
them officers whose appoint-
ments were under a cloud.
The court held ex-APSC
chief Rakesh Kumar Paul,
two former members of the
commission Samedur Rah-
man and Basanta Kumar Do-
ley and the 29 officers who
bribed their way to govt jobs
guilty of cheating, criminal
conspiracy and forgery under
sections of IPC and Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, 1988,
Special judge Thakuria
said Paul violated the Assam
Agriculture Service Rules,
1980, by injudiciously award-
ing marks to the beneficiary
candidatesfor“additionalqu-
alification and experience”.
“The convicted APSC
trioalsodid not allow princi-
pal controller of examin-

Twenty-nine agricultural
development officers appointed
during Paul’s stint, some seen
above in court on Monday, were
among those convicted

ations toperform his duty In
the name of selecting right
candidates, they (commis-
sion) selected their favoured
candidates.”

The judge said that some
deserving candidates were
disqualified in the bargain
by unfairly reducing their
marks while publishing the
merit list. “The entire inter-
View process was a mockery
of procedure.”

The court ordered the
convicts be taken into judi-
cial custody till their sen-
tencing. It said the onus was
now onthe state govt to build
public confidence in the
recruitment process,

K’taka HC cites human error,
recalls child porn judgment

Vasantha.Kumar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Stating that
“fallibility is not alien to the
functions” of judges and “to
immortalize an error is no
heroism”, Karnataka HC
has recalled its own order in
a child-porn case, paving the
way for continuation of in-
vestigation against an ac-
cused person caught watch-
ing child porn on a website.
After recalling the order,
Justice M Nagaprasanna
held a fresh hearing of the
petition on Friday and
passed an order, observing
that investigation against
petitioner, M Inavathulla,

should continue as Section
678 (b) of Information Tech-
nology Act clearly opens a
prosecution against a per-
son who browses child por-
nographic material.

Police had registered an
FIR against Inayathulla,
from Hoskote town, for view-
ing a child pornographic site
on hismobile phone in March
2023. He had challenged the
action, claiming Section 67B
wasn't applicable in the case
as hewasn’'t publishing child-
porn content, On July 10 this
vear, Justice Nagaprasanna
had quashed the proceed-
ings, holding Section 67B
punishes only those who
publish or transmit material

containing child pornogra-
phy and the allegation
against Inayathulla was that
he had viewed a website.

However, the state govt
submitted an application
seeking recall of the order,
pointing out that under Sec-
tion 678B(b) of the Act, even
browsing and downloading
child pornography were
punishable,

The state govt admitted
that though an application
had beentiled beforethetrial
court for invoking provi-
sions of Section 15 of Pocso
against the petitioner, the
same was, however, not
brought to the notice of the
high court.

Court rejects
Khedkar mom’s
bail pleain
murder bid case

Asseem.Shaikh
@timesofindia.com

Pune: A magisterial court on
Monday rejec- >
ted the bail plea
of Manorama
Khedkar, mot-
herof probatio-
nary [AS offi- [
cer Puja Khed- #
kar, in an attempted murder,
rioting, threatening, and
Arms Act violation case.

Pune Rural police’s local
crime branch produced Mano-
rama before the magistrate fol-
lowing the end of her extended
police remand. The court orde-
red her remand in magisterial
custody for 14 davs as the poli-
cedid not press for further cus-
todial questioning,

The police in Paud had re-
gistered a case against Mano-
rama, her husband Dilip, and
five others on July 12 after a vi-
deoshowing her brandishinga
licensed pistol at some farmers
during an argument on June 5,
2023, over a land ownership
dispute at Dhadhawali village
in Mulshi taluka went viral.

One of the farmers, Pand-
harinath Pasalkar, lodged a
complaint in this connection.
The crime branch arrested
Manorama on July 18 at a pri-
vate homestay at Hirkaniwa-
diin Raigad district.

Assistant public prosecu-
tor Amar Nanaware told TOI,
“Judicial magistratefirstclass
Sudhir Barde informed the la-
wyers appearing in the bail
matter that the court had no po-
wer to grant bail in a non-bai-
lable offence under section 307
(attempted murder)of [PC.”

The court also rejected de-
fence lawver Sudhir Shah's
pleato grant interim bail. The
plea stated that the court can
exercise its discretion for
such relief as his client i1s an
elderly person suffering from
amedical ailment.

Shah moved the bail appli-
cation on her behalf on gro-
unds that a woman is entitled
to bail as a special privilege
under Section 438 of CrP.

However, the court rejec-
ted the bail plea. A Pune court
has granted Dilip Khedkar in-
terim protection against ar-
rest till July 25, when his anti-
cipatory bail plea is slated for
a hearing.

NTA has put off 16 exams since its establishment

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: National Testing
Agency (NTA) has postponed
at least 16 exams, mostly be-
causeof Covidsinceitsestab-
lishment, said minister of
state for education, Sukanta
Majumdar.

Detailing reasons for post-
ponement, Majumdar told
DMK's Kanimozhi Karuna-
nidhi: “Since most of the ex-
aminations conducted by
NTA are held in multiple sub-
jects, multiple shifts and span
over a number of days, there
have been instances due toun-
foreseen circumstances like
Covid-19 pandemic, logistical
andtechnical issues, adminis-
trative issues, legal orders,
etc, when examination dates
initially notified in respect of

DMK MP Kanimozhi shields
herself from the rain in New Delhi

specific subjects or shifts
could not be adhered to.”
Majority of theexamscon-
ducted by NTA had to be post-
poned multiple times due to
disruption by the pandemicin
2020 and 2021. NTA was estab-
lished in 2017 and was deliver-
ing various exams from 2018.

Till then, NEET-UG was con-
ducted by CBSE,

The data provided by the
minister revealed that four
exams — JEE-Main (2020),
NEET-UG (2020), JEE-Mains
(2021), and NEET-UG (2021) —
were postponed due to Covid.
Additionally, four other ex-
ams, including CSIR UGC-
NET (2020), UGC-NET (Dec
20203, UGC-NET (May 2021),
and Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR)
AIEEA (2020), were post-
poned due to a combination
of the pandemic and logisti-
cal challenges.

Delhi University Entrance
Test (DUET) 2020, which was
meant for admission to UG,
PG, MPhil, and PhD) courses,
was postponed as the registra-
tion process was put on hold by

DU due to Covid. Comimon
Management Admission Test
(CMAT)-2021 was postponed
due to the revision of the ex-
amination pattern by AICTE.
All India Ayush Post Graduate
Entrance Test ), 2021, and Joint
Integrated Programme in
Management Admission Test
(JIPMAT), 2021, were also post-
poned due to the pandemic.

In 2022, IGNOU PhD En-
trance was postponed due to
administrative regasons,
while in 2023, Graduate Apti-
tude Test Biotechnology
(GAT-B) was postponed after
consultation with regional
centres for biotechnology In
2024, National Common En-
trance Test (NCET) was post-
poned duetotechnical issues,
and CSIR-NET was post-
poned due tologistical issues.

Iv He was told to submit his passport and was
also barred from leaving the state without ob-
taining a written permission from the court.
The MLC was directed to appear before
the investigating officer (I0)on every second
sunday of the month between 9am and 5 pm
for the next six months or untilachargesheet
isfiled, Additionally, he isrequired toappear
before the 10 whenever called for the purpo-

seof the probe. Tnu

Amid guv stand-off, MLAs t

ask questions. As a responsible
jeweller, it is Malabar Gold &
Diamonds’ duty to provide precise
and transparent answers backed by
documented proof. We only offer
pure and precious jewellery sourced
legitimately from authorised sources.

to

be sworn in by speaker today

Debashis Konar & Krishnendu
Bandyopadhyay | Tnn

Kolkata: Amidthestand-off
with governor CV Ananda
Bose over the swearing-in of
newly elected MLAS, the sta-
te assembly’s business advi-
sory committee on Monday
decided that the four would
be administered oath of offi-
ce by speaker Biman Baner-
jeeat1pmon Tuesday.

The decision came hours
after Bose wrote to Sayanti-
ka Banerjee and Reyat Hos-
sain Sarkar — who were si-
milarly administered oath
by speaker Banerjee on July
5—reminding them of Arti-
cle 193, which penalises
MLASs who have not been ad-
ministered oath by the go-
vernor or his representati-
veswithafineof Rsallevery
day they attend assembly
Bose's letter also inguired
whether the MLAs were
sworn in by his authorised
representative, deputy spea-
ker Asish Banerjee.

The decision came
hours after Bose
wrote to Sayantika
Banerjee and Reyat
Hossain Sarkar
reminding them of
Article 193, which
penalises MLAs
who have not been
administered oath
by the governor or
his representatives

Sayvantika said: "Being
anelected MLA, it wasmy le-
gitimate right to take oath
because I have responsibili-
ties to the people of my cons-
tituency. The letter came to
me from Raj Bhavan and [
conveyed this to the appro-
priate authority Now I am
walting to get instructions.”

Rule 50f Chapter 1l of the
rules of business of the as-
sembly, which was cited to
administer oaths to Baner-
jee and Sarkar, would be app-

lied on Tuesday as well, sour-
ces said.

The MLAs — Supti Pan-
dey, Mukutmani Adhikari,
Krishna Kalyani and Mad-
huparna Thakur — were
elected in the bypoll held on
July 10. Parliamentary affa-
irs minister Sobhandeb
Chattopadhvay had written
to the governor seeking a ti-
me for the swearing-in but

was not given any. Raj Bha-

van, instead, shot back some
queries. Chattopadhvay said
the speaker was well within
his rights to administer
oaths to MLAs at the start of
asession.

Bose has sent a report to
President Droupadi Murmu
on the matter, The governor
argues that if there is any le-
gal conflict, a constitutional
provision that allows him to
administer oath should su-
persede other rules. He has
also referred to several judi-
cial orderson the primacy of
thegovernorincertainlegis-
lative duties.

Assembly to table resolutions
on NEET, new criminal laws

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Thestate assembly
will debate resolutions on
NEET and the newly passed
criminal laws this week,

In the first business advi-
sory committee meeting for
the monsoon session on
Monday, it wasdecided thata
motion under Rule 168 would
be introduced on the NEET
1ssue on Tuesday and a two-
hourdebate would take place
on the topic on Wednesday at
11 am. On Friday, another
motion against the new cri-

...........................................

Times News NETwWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt on Monday closed pro-
ceedings on a PIL seeking
an investigation into the
recent canopy collapse at
IGI airport amid heavy ra-
in that caused the death of
ataxidriver.

The court recorded the
Centre's stand that a high-
level expert committee had
been formed to examine
the incident. Separately, an
FIR has been lodged.

Govt told the bench of
acting Chief Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela that the autho-
rities had taken several
steps, such as the registra-
tion of an FIR for alleged
"death by negligence” and
"hurt by an act endange-
ring life or personal safety
of others" under the Indian
Penal Code.,

The petitioner, Civil Sa-
fety Council of India, had
sought a probe by a "multi-
disciplinary special inves-
tigation team,”" headed by
expert engineers or an
agency suchas CBL

The petitioner high-

......................................

HC closes PIL
seeking probe into
IGI canopy collapse

minal laws will be introdu-
ced and debated for an hour-
and-a-half.

Speaker Biman Banerjee
said the motion, demanding
scrapping of NEET and res-
toration of the previous sy-

WEEK'S AGENDA

stem of individual state
govts conducting such ex-
aminations, would be moved
on the floor of the House on
Tuesday. The second resolu-
tion would be on the three
new criminal laws introdu-

ced in India, he added.

Trinamool has strongly
criticised the NEET paper le-
ak and demanded that Union
education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhanresign. The
party, and CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee, have also raised their
objections to the hasty imp-
lementation of the new cri-
minal laws without adequa-
te consultations, both inside
and outside Parliament.

The resolutions, once
passed by the assembly, will
be sent to President Droupa-
di Murmu for consideration.
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Ex-Union min’s
. son gets regular
bail in Kheri

violence case

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday granted bail to
Ashish Mishra, who had
been out on interim bail in
the Lakhimpur Kheri (Ut-
tar Pradesh) violence case
related to the mowing down
of five persons in Oct 2021.

A bench of justices Su-
rva Kant and Ujjal Bhuvan
modified the earlier order
of the court and made the
interim bail order absolute.
Mishra, son of former
Union minister Ajay Mis-
hra, was granted interim
bail last year in Jan.

The apex court, which
had barred Ashish Mishra
from visiting the state, al-
lowed him to stay in Luck-
now after hislawvertold the
court that his father wasno
longer a minister or mem-
ber of Parliament and he
could not influence the trial
proceedings in the case, As
Lucknow is more than 150
km away from Lakhimpur,
the court allowed him fto
stay at the state capital.

Noting that only seven
out of the 117 witnesses
have been examined so far,
the bench directed the trial
court to expedite the pro-
ceedings and fix a time
frame to wrap up the hear-
ing and deliver the verdict.

“We direct the trial
court to fix the schedule,
keeping in view the other
time-bound or urgent mat-
ters that are pending but
prioritising the subject
trial. The public prosecutor
shall inform the trial court
of the witnesses (not less
than five) who shall be pro-
duced on the date fixed. The
State shall ensure that all
witnesses shall remain pre-
sent,” the bench said.

ThE court rEmrl:Eed Eentre 5
stand that a high-level expert
committee had been formed to
examine the incident

lighted that within a short
span of time, there were
three instances of structu-
res collapsing at three air-
ports — in Delhi, Rajkot,
and Jabalpur — raising se-
rious concerns regarding
the safety of the public and
the state of structural in-
tegrity of the airports. The
plea urged the court to di-
rect that the report of the
inguiry be made public.

The court was further
told that all airport buil-
dings arebuilt in accordan-
ce with standards laid
down in the National
Building Code or by the
Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA), lea-
ding the court to end the
proceedings.
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NOTICE INVITING BID

, CIDCO

WE MAKE CITIES

Integrated Infrastructure Development of 20M &
above wide Roads, Construction of Various Major
& Minor Structures (Viz Flyover, Minor Bridges,
VUPS, PUPS etc.) And Allied Electrical Works
(Street Light) in TPS - 8, 9 and TPS-12 under
NAINA Project.

CIDCO of Maharashtra Limited through the process of
E-tendering invites “ON LINE" Iltem Rate Percentage
Bids in two bid system (Part-l Technical Bid & Part-ll
Commercial Bid) from experienced prospective bidders
fulfilling the mandatory eligibility criteria and scoring
minimum gualifying marks of 75 in the Technical bid
evaluation, comprising of total 100 marks as per
Annexure-l, registered with CIDCQO Ltd. or with Central
or with State Govt. of Maharashtra and its
undertakings in appropriate class & Cat
completed work of similar nature as defined below for

Govt.,

the work mentioned below:
1) Name of Work:

23/07/2024 at 17.01 Hrs.

[CIN - U399 MH 1970 SGC-014574]

,Iwww.nldcn.maharashtra.gw,m ,—CIDGGIFRHTEIEUM-EE,

Integrated Infrastructure
Development of 20M & above wide Roads,
Construction of Various Major & Minor Structures
iz Flyover, Minor Bridges, VUPS, PUPS etc.) And
llied Electrical Works (Street Light) in TPS - 8, 9
and TPS-12 under NAINA Project.
01/CIDCO/EE(NAINA-1)/2024-25 3) Cost
Bid: ¥1908,83,17,416.79 (excluding GST)
¥1881,71,70,287 .45 (Biddable Part +
¥27,11,47 129.34 Non-Biddable) 4) E.M.D.:
£19,09,00,000.00 5) Registration Class: Class — |A
(Without Limit)-(Civil) 6) Completion Period: 1825
One Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty Five Days
(including Monsoon) 7) Tender Processing Fee:
$70,800.00/- (including 18% GST (Non-Refundable))

Bid Document along with bidding programme will be
available on the website mahatenders.gov.in from

Superintending Engineer

ory, who have

2) C.A. No.:
put to the

(NAINA)
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Likely To Impact
TDP’s Similar
Andhra Demand

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Centre has ruled out
special category status for Bihar,
turning down the demand of BJP's
ally JD(U}, a decision which will al-
sohave implicationsforasimilarin-
sistence by another coalition part-
ner, TDPE, for Andhra Pradesh.

»Related reports, P9 & 13

Though the decision is signifi-
cant because of the cruciality of
Lok Sabha numbers of TDP and
JD(U) for Modi govt, it is a reitera-
tion of Centre’s known stance, was
expected, and is unlikely to cause
political risks; at least not in the
nearrumn.

Centre’s stand, conveyved by ju-
nior finance minister Pankaj
Chaudhary in a written reply to
JD{U)ymember Rampreet Mandal, is
based on recommendation of the

The meeting saw JD(U) working
president and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Jha reiterating Bihar CM Nitish Kumar's
demand for special category

had cited the increase in devolution
of central funds to states — from
32% to42% — to call for doing away
with the scheme for special catego-
ry status, a measure devised to sup-
port backward states with incen-
tives like tax concessions to indus-
tries willing to make investments in
their jurisdictions.

Both TDP and JD(U) appear to
have factored this in their political
calculus. During his interactions
with BJP, Andhra CM and TDP

14th Finance Commission, which

chief, N Chandra Babu Naidu has

appeared to be more focused on cen-
tral assistance for projects such as
development of Amaravati as the
new capital tosubstitutefor Hydera-
bad and Polavaram dam project. At
the all-party meeting on Sunday;
TDP representative Lavu Sri Krish-
na Devarayalu did not raise the is-
sue, much to the apparent annoy-
ance of Congress, which has ap-
peared to be egging on the party not
tolower the ante on the issue.

The same meeting saw JD(U)
working president and Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Jha reiterating Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar’'s demand for spe-
cial category, while also showing
empathy for Centre’sstand and indi-
cating his party could settle down
for centiral assistance for fighting
floods. Predictably, Lalu Prasad’s
RJD seized upon Centre's stand to
taunt JIXU). “Nitish Kumar has as-
sured special status for Bihar. Since
Centrehasrefused, heshouldresign
immediately,” said Lalu.

Union minister Giriraj Singh re-
taliated by pointing out that Lalu
kept mum when UPA denied special
category status to Bihar “When
RJD is raising this 1ssue, it makes
me laugh. When Lalu bhaivausedto

be called a ‘kingmaker’ and he was
playing in the lap of Congress, he
could have got the special category
status to Bihar,” Singh said.

Inawritten reply, Pankaj Chaud-
hary said special category status
was granted in the past by National
Development Council (NDC) to
some states which were character-
ised by a number of features neces-
sitating special consideration
which included — hilly and difficult
terrain, low population density or
sizeable share of tribal population,
strategic location along borders
with neighbouring countries, eco-
nomic and infrastructural back-
wardness and non-viable nature of
statefinances. Thedecision was tak-
en based on a consideration of all
the factors listed above and the pe-
culiarsituationof astate, theminis-
tersaid.

LJEB(RV) MP Shambhavi Choud-
hary said, “Special status was a
term that existed until the Planning
Commission. After formation of Ni-
ti Aayog, nobody was provided any-
thing under special category status
but states have definitely received
special package that would speed
updevelopment...”

Centre rules out spl status for Bihar

Ukhand to split its aid
for deceased soldiers

between wife, parents

Kalyan.Das@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: Uttarakhand govt
is planning to divide the com-
pensation amount offered by
the state to the family of fallen
soldiers between the wife and
parents.

The development has come
following a recent row be-
tween the wife and mother of
Kirti Chakra awardee Captain
Anshuman Singh in which his
parents alleged that their
daughter-in-law took the en-
tire compensation amount
provided by govt and left the
house without giving them
any share.

If the initiative is imple-
mented, Uttarakhand would
become the first state in the
country to adopt such a move.

Currently, state govt adher-
es to the “next of kin"” rule of
the armed forces, which stipu-
lates that the compensation is

SITUATION
VACANT

ADMINISTRATION

ASSISTANT
MANAGERS

LOCATION

*JOB IN New Branchs as

- 5. Post. Retd/Expd M/F

. can apply for Managiral

* level. High Package.

. Call:9007162232/6289013290

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

4 F#FRFAFERLINEE PR ETREFEERRE RS

OFFICE
- JOB

-PARMANENT Full/

« Part-Time work in All

: Branch of Kolkata Retd/

* VRS Age:ds-T0 Earning: 50-
» BOK, Nijhum: 87770 71136

‘Y

{ JOB FOR Retirees (All |
i Govt/pvt/VRS/Bank)40- |
i) 5.+ for kol Office, |
L Salary+PF+ESI+ Scope. |
i E. TOUR 9903206784 i

TIMES Inter:las»

F—m e Py

TO BOOK
AN
ADVERTISEMENT
PLEASE CALL

9836901018
9830131661

tender &

]

TIMES Inter:lap ==

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

PUBLIC NOTICE |

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE NOTICE 15
HEREBY GIVEN THAT, THE
SHARE CERTIFICATES NOS
62233 AND 128458 ISSUED

BY ITC LIMITED FOR
ORDINARY SHARES
BEARING DISTINCTIVE
NOS. FROM 100339471 TO
100340810 AND FROM
2553602881 T
2553603550

RESPECTIVELY OF ITC.

LIMITED STANDING IN THE
NAME OF ME. .
RAJGOPALAN & LEELA
RAJAGOPALAN HAVE BEEN

LOST AND AN
APPLICATION FOR THE
ISSUE OF DUPLICATE

SHARE CERTIFICATES IN
RESPECT THEREOF HAS

BEEN MADE TO THE
COMPANY'S INVESTOR
SERVICE CENTRE, ITC

LIMITED, 37 JL. NEHRU
ROAD, KOLKATA 700071,
TO WHOM OBJECTION, IF
ANY, AGAINST [S55UANCE
OF  SUCH DUPLICATE
SHARE CERTIFICATES
SHOULD BE MADE WITHIN
15 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

THE PUBLIC ARE
CAUTIONED AGAINST
DEALING 1IN ANY WAY
WITH THESE SHARES.

Sd/- Leela Rajagopalan

| COURT NOTICE

NOTICE
My client has entered into
an agreement for sale of
a plot measuring 4 katha
2 chittak appurtaining fo
L.R. Dag Nos 407, 408,
414 JL. no 75 at Mouza
Dhamaitala, Touzi No. 3-
5, Pargana- Magura, P.S.
Sonarpur, being Holding
no 39 within Ward No. 25
of Rajpur - Sonarpur
Municipality along with
easement rights over a
12'ft. common passage,
from Vendor Mrs. Shiuli
Halder, wio Mr. Narendra
Nath Halder residing at
Dhamaitala School
Road, P.O- South
Jagaddal, P.S. Sonarpur,
District South 24
Parganas, Pin- 700151. If
anyone has any claims or
objections regarding the
said transfer he or she is
required to contact the
undersigned with proper
evidence within 7 days
from the date of
publication of this notice
failing which the said sale

transaction  will be

completed,

PRIYANKAR DEB SARKAR
Adv&cate|

18, Alipore Judges' court Road,
Kolkata - 700027

Contact : 9836058982]

I,PAMPA Dev W/ /0
Arindam Dey B0 of Gantl
Saradapally,p.e.Airport kol
7001532 shall henceforth he
known as PAMPA DEY
DUTTA vide affidavit sl.
rc. 134548, 12.07. 2024 sworn
bofore judicial magistrate
Ist class at Barasat

I Jotirmoy Nandvy & Jyotirmoy
Mandy was counted as the same
persan said Alipore first class
judicial Magistrate court
Affidavit no:9673,

BE it known to all concerned
that I, Smi. Anjali Basak
daughter of Late Gopl Krishna
Basak, wife of Birendra Nath
Basak residing at 35/1F/3
Umesh Mukherjee Road,
Eolkata - 56 have changed my
name to Anjana Basak vide
Affidavit No.197 on 3rd July
2014 at the office of the First
Class Judicial Magistrate in
Alipore, Kolkata. Anjali Basak
and Anjana Basak are one and
the same person

NAME CHANGE

I, SAIMANTIKA SANBUI,
daughter of Pijush Kanti
Roy, wife of Saikat
Sanbui, residing at 1A
223, Sector-lll, Salt Lake
City, Kolkata-700097,
shall henceforth be known
as SAIMANTIKA ROY

SANBUI as  declared
before the First Class
Judicial Magistrate
Metropolitan Court,

Kolkata, West Bengal, vide
Affidavit No. 97AB790589
dated 12.07.2024
(SAIMANTIKA  SANBUI)
and (SAIMANTIKA ROY
SANBUI) both are same
and identical person.

GENERAL

I, Pabitra Sahoo, 8/0 Late

Privanath Sahoo, Kultikri,

Jhargram, WB, 721135, declare
that my name is wrongly
writlen as Praltra Sahoo In UTI
MF being folio no, 105305525 (as
a second holder). The actual

mame of mine is Pabitra Sahoo,

which may be amended
accardingly.

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

Avail ad collection service between 10am to 5pm for kolkata j
Pay through Netbanking, Paytm or Digital Wallet
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given entirely to the spouse if
thetallen soldier was married.
If unmarried, the compensa-
tion is given to his parents or
other dependents.

Ganesh Joshi, minister of
soldier welfare in Uttarak-
hand, said, “A meeting on the
issue has been held with a few
retired officers and the matter
has been discussed indetail.”

“At present, the state govt
offers Rs 25 lakh to the next of
kin (wife, if the soldier is mar-

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
dismissed a plea by Aaftab Po-
onawala, accused of murde-
ring and chopping his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar into
35 pleces, seeking only two da-
tes per month in the ongoing
trial so hiscounsel getssuitab-
le time to prepare his defence.
The court of additional ses-
sions judge (fast track court)
Manisha Khurana Kakkar, in
its order dated July 6, stated
that Poonawala was trving to
deliberately delay the trial
“The number of prosecution
witnesses is excessive and con-
siderable timeisrequired tore-
cordthelengthy testimoniesof
prosecution witnesses, especi-
allv police witnesses,” it sta-
ted. The court further noted
that out of the 212 prosecution
witnesses, 134 had been exami-
ned and consecutive hearings
were necessary for examina-
tion of outstation witnesses.
The court also refused to
immediately release the bones
of the victim for her cremation
on her father’s request, saying
they were required for identifi-
cation by police witnesses.
“However, keeping in view the
fact that the father of the vic-
tim has a right to cremate the
bones of his deceased daugh-
ter, the matter shall be takenup

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Former Jawahar-
lal Nehru University student
Umar Khalid's bail plea was
renotified for July 24 after one
of the judges recused himself
from the matter.

Justice Amit Sharma recu-
sed himself from hearing Kha-
lid’sbail pleaina UAPA casere-
lated to the alleged larger cons-
piracy behind the Feb 2020
riots. The matter was listed for
hearing before a bench of justi-
ces Prathiba M Singh and
Sharma. “This has to go before
another bench,” Justice Singh
said. “List before another
bench, of which Justice Amit
Sharma is not a member, on
July 24, the court ordered.

Earlier, Justice Sharma
had recused himself from hea-
ring a batch of petitions on the

Currently, state govt
adheres to the ‘next
of kin’ rule of the
armed forces, which
stipulates that the
compensation is
given entirely to the
spouse if the fallen
soldier was married.
If unmarried, the
compensation is
given to his parents
or other dependents

ried) as per the norms of the
armed forces. We are, however,
planning to divide that
amount among the wife and
parents to prevent any mone-
tary issues in future,” Joshi
said, adding that a final deci-
sion would soon be taken after
holding another meeting.

An official of the depart-
ment mentioned that there
had been cases in the past
where the soldier’s widow left
his elderly parents to fend for
themselves after receiving the
compensation.

“This initiative would pre-
vent such incidents in the fu-
ture. However, the proportion
in which the compensation is
to be divided would be decided
after contemplating on all the
aspects related to the issue,”
the official said.

Correct flagged
mistakes: Delhi

HC to Bharti on
Swaraj plea

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Pointing out seve-
ral mistakes in a plea that
challenged BJP MP Bansuri
Swaraj’s election, Delhi High
Court on Monday adjourned
the petition filed by AAP func-
tionary Somnath Bharti to
next month.

Justice Manmeet PS Arora,
at the very outset of the hea-
ring, flagged numerous typog-
raphical errors that made it
difficult tounderstand the con-
tents of the petition. The court
highlighted that the reference
to parties arrayved in the peti-
tion did not correlate with the
respondents mentioned in the
memo of parties and synopsis.
The court gave Bharti 10 davs
to file a corrected petition,
which will be heard on Aug 14,

When Bharti's counsel ur-
ged the court to issue notice to
the respondents on the peti-
fion, the judge responded,
“There are too many mistakes.
Correct the petition first, 1
can't issue notice like this. 1
will simply adjourn it. Please
file a corrected petition”.

The petition, filed under
the Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, alleges corrupt practi-
ces by Swaraj, her election
agent, and other individuals. It
also claims that former AAP
minister Raaj Kumar Anand
contested the electionon a BSP
ticket toaid Swaraj by splitting
the vote share.

“Poonawala’s plea to hold trial
only twice a month rejected

Aaftab Poonawala is accused of murdering his live-in partner Shraddha
Walkar and chopping her body into 35 pieces

expeditiously on consecutive
dates of hearingeachmonthin
order to conclude the prosecu-
tion evidence, after which at le-
ast some part of the bones may
be released to him for crema-
tion, at an appropriate stage of
proceedings,” it stated.

“Moreover, the right of the
accused to a fair trial cannot
be allowed to completely
trump the right of the victim
to a dignified cremation as
well as the right of the survi-
ving heir of the deceased to
cremate the body of the decea-
sed with dignity and respect,”
itadded.

The court further said that
these rights could not be comp-
letely thwarted by slackening
the pace of the trial at the
whims and fancy of the accu-
sed, who had been adequately
accommodated on each date of
hearing to give him ample op-
portunity to prepare his defen-
ce as well as to cross-examine

2019 Jamia Millia Islamia vio-
lence, as well as
the NIA'sappeal
seeking death
sentence aga-
inst terrorist
Yasin Malik.,

Khalid, who
wasarrested by Delhi Police in
Sept 2020, has challenged a re-
cent trial court order that refu-
sed to grant him bail in the ca-
se, Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, and
several others have been char-
oed under the anti-terror law
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) and provi-
sions of the Indian Penal Code
for allegedly being the “mas-
terminds” of the Feb 2020
riots in the national capital,
which left 53 people dead and
over 700 injured.

The violence erupted du-
ring the protests against Citi-
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the witnesses.

Special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad earlier submitted
before the court that fixing two
dates of hearing inamonth wo-
uld “severely prejudice and
protract the trial” and signifi-
cantly delay the trial. Recor-
ding the testimony of one poli-
ce witness, constable Deepak,
took seven dates, herecalled.

Walkar was allegedly
strangled by Poonawala on
May 18, 2022, The 6,629-page
chargesheet filed by Delhi Poli-
ce in Jan 2023 says Poonawala,
afterchopping her body into pi-
eces, kept them in a fridge and
disposed of the pieces in deso-
late places across the city over
several days, which were disco-
vered later. In May last year, the
court had framed charges aga-
inst Poonawala for the offences
under sections 302 (murder)
and 201 {causing the disappea-
rance of evidence of offense)
of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.

Judge recusal delays Khalid’s
bail plea hearing to July 24

zenship Amendment Act and
National Register of Citizens.

On May 28, the trial court
rejected Khalid's plea seeking
regular bail for the second ti-
me, stating its previous order
dismissing his first bail appli-
cation had attained finality
“When Delhi High Court has
already dismissed the crimi-
nal appeal of the applicant
(Khalid) vide order dated Oct
18, 2022, and thereafter; the app-
licant approached the Supre-
me Court and withdrew his pe-
tition, the order of thiscourt as
passed on March 24, 2022 (on
thefirst bail plea), has attained
finality, and now, in no stretch
of imagination, this court can
make an analysis of the facts
of the case as desired by the
applicant and consider the reli-
ef as prayed by him,” the trial
court had said.

Teacher locks up, beats Dalit
boy for not plucking fruit

Bareilly: A student of Class 4 was “punished”
by his primary school teacher for refusing to
pluck fruitsfor her at Kuladia in Bareilly, police
said. Parents alleged that their 9-yvear-old son
was locked in a “elassroom and mercilessly be-
aten by his teacher”. Bareilly’'s Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA suspended the teacher on Mon-
day evening, reporis Kanwardeep Singh.
Bhanwati, adaily-wage worker who lives in
Biharipur Abdul Rahman village with her hus-
hand and minor son, told police her child retur-
ned home with several injuries on his shoulder
and back on Saturday. Bhanwati said, “My son
was crying and told me that his teacher Rani
Gangwar was forcing him toclimbup a ‘jamun’
tree and pluck fruits for her. When he refused,
she locked him inside the classroom and thras-
hed him continuously for nearly two hours.”
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Morth Bengal Development Departrrent
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E.E., HNEDD, invites online e-Tender Vide
e=MIT Wo- 15 (5 Na, 01 to03) of 2024-25
of E.E. NBDD, Details will be seen from
the Office Notice Board, NBDD,
Uttarkanya, Fulbari, Jalpaiguri, Pim-
734015 an any working days and in the
website:- wwwowhbtenders, govin &
wiww. whnorthbengaldev.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNorth Bengal Development Department
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E.E., MBDD, invites onlineg e-Tender Vide
e-NIT Na- 14 of 2024-25 of E.E, NEDD,
Details will be seenm from the Office
Motice Board, MBDD, Uttarkanya,
Fulbari, lalpaiguri, Pin-73401% on any
waorking days and in the website:-

www whtenders.gov.in &
www.whnorthbengaldev.gov.in

Sdf- Ewecutive Engineer, North Bengal
Development Department
ICA-T12015(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal State Warehousing
Corporation
TENDER NOTICE

Tender ID: 2024_WBSWC_716801_1
WBSWC invites e-tenders fram
professionally competent & financially
sound reputed agency for on-site supply
of Quality Control Equipment at the
godowns located at sewveral places of
West Bengal under WBSWC, For details,
please wvisit the website:
wisawbtenders.govin Bid Submission
Closing Date: 10/08/2024 upto 16:00

Hrs. 5d/- Managing Director, WBSWC.
ICA-T12006(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-N.I.T No - WBIW/EE/KIDIVISION/
e-NIT- 03 (e)/2024-25 under Kakdwip
Irrigation Division, Kakdwip
Online e-tender has been invited by the
undersigned for 04 (Four) nos. of work,
amount put to tender ranging from
Rs.2.48 Lakh to Rs.9.74 lakh. Last date of
submission of online bid 30.07.2024
upto 12:00 Hrs. All necessary details may
be obtained from West Bengal
Government e-tender portal

whtenders.gov.in 5d/- EE, KID.
ICA- T11987[2) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTIFICATION REGARDING E-TENDER
Quotations along with necessary
testimonials are invited in prescribed
format for participation in ETENDER
process published on 16/07 /2024 in the
websita http://whtenders.govin for
purchasing laboratory instrument and
equipments for 50il Testing Laboratory,
WMRS, Ranaghat, MNadia under Soil
Health and Fertility Scheme, 2023-24
and 2024-25. The last date for
participation in the E-TEMDER process,
29/07/2024. Sdf- Project Officer & Ex
Officio Joint Director of Agriculture,
Water Management Research Station

Ranaghat, Nadia. ICA-T11991{1},/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Abridged Notice Inviting e-Tender
NIT No. WBFOR/DIR-SFTI HULLS
e-NIT 13/5PAP of 2024-25 and
WEBFOR/DIR-SFTI HILIfe-NIT 14/
SPAP of 2024-25
Director, State Forest Training Institute,
Hijli invites Tenders from eligible
bidders/suppliers having similar waork
experience for “12th Batch 1(One)
Manth Promotee Frontline Staff Training
Course (FG) at SFTI, Hijli*. Interested
bidder may visit the website:

1f in or
warw whtenders.gowvin or Office of thea
undersigned for more details and the
last date for online. Bid submission Is
30,07,2024 upto 3:00 pm, Sd/- Kamal
Sarkar, WBF5, Director, State Forest
Training Institute, Hijli, Kharagpur.
ICA-T12005(2) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION AND WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGIMEER
MAYURAKSHI HEAD QUARTERS DIVISION
SURI, BIRBHUM

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
eN.1T. No. WBIW/EE/MHQD/e-NIT-
02/2024-25
e-Tender is being invited by the
undersigned from the eligible bonafide
contractors for 6 (Six) nos. works under
Mayurakshi Head Quarters Division
under 505 Plan Maintenance 2024-25,
Last date & time of downloading of
tender documents is 13.08.2024 up to
15:00 hrs, Dther details of tender notice
may be seen at website
www. whbiwd. gov.in &
https://wbtenders.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Mayurakshi Head Quarters

Division, Surl, Birbhum
ICA- T11988(3)/2024
e

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No. WBIW /EE/BUEDD4/
e-NIT- 03/2024-25

Above mentioned e-Tender is hereby
invited by the undersigned from eligible
contractors having sufficient credential
and financlal capacity for 1 No. Electrical
work at Kapainatsal Purba Bardhaman.
Tender Id: 2024 WD _717596_1, Last
date of online submission of the bid;
30.07.2024, 1700 HR5. The other details
may be seen from the wehbsite:
https://www.whtenders.gov.in and
https:/fwww.wbiwd govin and also
from office of the undersigned on any
working days. 5df- Executive Enginesr,
Durgapur Mechanical & Electrical
Division Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman,
|&W Die, g,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI
WRIEDD, e-NIT
Executive Engineer { A-M), Balurghat {A-
M) Division mvites e-tender for Tumkey
basis works of Energisation, Renovation
of WTA along with all necessary supply
of materials, Construction of Pump
House and Electnical connection to Motor
& Intermal wirtng of Pump House ot
Hossaimpur-Il Major RLI schemes in the
District of Dakshin Dinajpur  under
Balurghat (A-M) Division under CORE
SECTOR Programme in the F.Y 2024-25
vide e-NIT No -01/2024-25, Tender ID-
2024 WRDD 717920 1, estimated
value Rs73,0523300 and last date of
Bid submission : -06.08.2024 up 1o 4
PM. Iniending bidders are requested 1o
visit the website hitp//whienders.gov.in
for details
5d/- Executive Engineer [A-M)
Balurghat (A-M) Division
ICA-T12076(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
West Bengal Tourism Development
Corporation Limited.

(A Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIT No. 15/WBTDCL OF 2023-24
(Technical) 2nd Call
Tender ID- 2024 _WBTDC_715505_1

WEBTDCL invites the following e-Tender
from the reputed, bonafide and
experienced agencles having reguisite
credentials. Retrofitting, Strengthening,
Renovation and Repairing of Morgan
House Tourism Property, in Kalimpong
District. (Rs. 1,37,07.432.00/-}. Start
date & time of documents download:
22.07.2024, 11:00 Hrs. Last date & time
of Bid Submission: 12.08.2024 up to
16:00 Hrs, Details are available in
website:- www.whtdecl.com/f
whtenders.gov.in 5d/- Superintending
Engineer, West Bengal Tourism
Development Corporation Limited

ICA- 12011 (4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
West Bengal Tourism Development
Corporation Limited.

(A Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIT No. 14/WBTDCL OF 2023-24
(Technical) 2nd Call
Tender ID- 2024_WBTDC_715332_1

WEBTDCL invites the following e-Tender
from the reputed, bonafide and
experienced agencies having requisite
credentials, "Through repair &
renovation of sanitary and plumbing
works, Wooden wall paneling works of
Room Mo: 101 to 106 and other allied
works including electrical works
(Repairing wirings, Fittings and fixtures)
of Morgan House Tourism Property in
the District of Kalimpong under WBTDCL
in the Financlial Year 2022-23
(Rs. 94,66,422/-]". Start date & time of
documents download: 22.07.2024,
11:00 Hrs. Last date & time of Bid
Submission: 05.08.2024, 17:00 Hrs.
Details are available in website:-
www.whidcl.com / whtenders.gov.in
Sd/- Superintending Engineer, West
Bengal Tourism Development

LSdf- Ewecutive Engineer, Narth Bengal
Development Department
ICA-T12014{a)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TEMDER NOTICE
WBAGR/SC-JAL/MIT{e}-1/24-25,
dated-15/07/2024
{https://fwhtenders.gov.in &
https://jalpaiguri.gow.in)
E-tender is hereby invited in Percentage
of Rate basis far the execution of Soil
Conservation Works wnder RAD CC
during 2024-25, in three clusters of
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and Siligurl, Last
date of application for Tender Paper is
03.08.2024 up to 1500 hours. For
Detalls, visit the site or Office of the
Asstt. DA [Admn), Soil Conservation,
Jalpaiguri 735101. Sd/- Director of

Agriculture, West Bengal,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
E-TENDER NOTICE OF
WEST BEMNGAL STATE WAREHOUSING
CORPORATION
(A STATUTORY CORPORATION) OF
SE, WLB.5.W.C
emall ce-swoE@wib.gov.in
NIET Mo. 09{2nd Call) of 2024-25 of
SESWBSWC
Tender ID- 2024 _WBSWC_T716252_1
REPAIR OF WEIGH BRIDGE RAMP
APPROACH ROAD AT DUBRAJIPUR RIDE
BIRBHUM. Rs. 52049000, LAST DATE
OF SUBMMISSION- 29.07. 2024, Far
detaliled MIET i ea
https://fetender.wh.nlc.in
Sdf- Superintending Enginesr, ‘West
Bengal State Warehousing Corporaticn.

ICA-TL2007(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
Dy. Director of Agriculture{Admn),
Purba Medinipur invites |tem rate
tender of different Micro Mutrients
against tender Ref No.: WBAGR/DDA
(ADMN)/PURBA MED/e-NIT 01/2024-
25(2nd Call) and WBAGR/DDA
[ADMN)PURBA MED/e-MIT 02/20243-
25(2nd Call}), Tender ID:
2024 _DOA_714777_18&
2024 _DOA 714792 1. Details can be
viewed in waowwbtenders. govin from
19/07/2024 at 10:00 hrs. Last date of e-
submission is 02/08/2024 upto 15:00
hrs. &df- Dy. D.A{Admn), Purba

Medinipur. ICA-T12001(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

I. WBSDB/EE/CED-II/ NIT-01(e)/2024-25
Il. WB5SDB/EE/CED-IIf NIT-02(e}/2024-25
e-Tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Civil Engineering Division Na.-
I, Sundarban Development Board from
the reliable bonafide resourceful
contractors for the Constructlon of
Concrete Road, Culvert & Bridge in
Lagar, Kakdwip, & Patharpratima Block
of South 24 Pargana, West Bengal,
Details may be had from the office of the
EESCED-1/5DB on working days during
affice hours or Iin website:
https://fwhtenders. govin Publishing
date : 22.07.2024 at 16:00 hrs. Bid
submission start Dt. - 23.07.2024 at
11:00 hrs. Bid submission end Dt. -
12.08. 2024 at 15:00 hrs. 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Civil Enginecering Division NMo.-
11, Sundarban Development Board

ICa- TT1BES{ 32

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No. WBIW/EE/COB/e-NIT-
04/2024-25

Open Tenders are invited by the
Executive Engineer, Cooch Behar
Irrigation Division on behalf of the
Governor of West Bengal for 10 nos
maintenance work through e-Tendering
from eligible bonafide outsiders having
sufficient credential B financial capacity
for execution of work of similar nature,
Details of NIT & Tender documents may
be downloaded fram
www. whiwd.  gowv.in or
https://whbtenders. gov.in Bid
submission end date is 08.08.2024 upto
16.00 hrs. 5df- (B. Sheikh), Executive
Engineer, Cooch Behar lrrigation
Division, Debibari, Cooch Behar

ICA- T11989{3)2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE

EE, Kalimpong Electrical Division, PWD
invites online e Tender for the work of
"Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of 38.5 KVA Silent D.G
set at Kalimpong  Gowvt, Polytechnic,
Kalimpong."Tender Ref. No:
WBPWD/EE/KED/NIQ-09 of 2023-
24(4th call) Tender IO
2024 _WBPWD_717345_1, Bid
submission Opening datelonline): 19-7-
0024, 05:15 PM Closing date  {(online):
01-08-2024 06:45 PM Corrigendum if
any will be  published in website only.
Details of M.1LO and Tender document
may be downloaded from:
http://whtenders gov.in 5d/- EE,
Kalimpong Electrical Division, PWDte.
Sd/-Executive Engineer, Kalimpong
Electrical Division, PWDte Kalimpong

ICA-T12057(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
NIT No. WBFOR/KFD/NIT-01/2024-24
(ONLINE e-TENDER FOR CREATION
OF PLANTATION (COMPENSATORY
AFFORESTATION)
The Divisional Forest Officer, Kalimpong
Forest Division invites 1nos of Tender
for upgrading and Creation of
plantation (compensatory
afforestation) wunder Kalimpong Forest
Division as per schedule of work, Details
of the e-Tender Motice, Terms &
Condition and BOQ will be available Tor
the website http://whbtenders.gov.in
Documents download/Sale start date
(Online: 22.07.2024 (11:00 a.m.
onward) Last date of submission of Bid
{online)- 06.08.2024 upto 5:00 p.m. Bid
opening date for Technical Proposal
{online)- 08.08.2024 after 10:30 a.m.
Sd/- Chitrak Bhattacharya, IFS, Divisional
Forest Officer, Kalimpong Forest
Division. ICA-T12031(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender Is invited by The Executive
Engineer , Mechanical Electrical
Division Berhampore PHE Dte vide Ref,
No. WBPHED/EE/MEDB/NIeQ-11 OF
2024-25 and Tender ID:
2024 PHED 717808 1 to 3 for
Operation & Maintenance in different
PWSS Last date for Submission of
Technical and Financial Bid (online):
29-07-2024 upto 4.00 P.M. Dated of
Opening technical proposal (online):
31-07-2024 after 6.00 P.M. NB: All
others of the above NieQ will remain
unchanged. All detalls can be seen
from the websiteh
ttp://whtenders.gov.ink

www.whphed.gov.in
ICA-T12074(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
West Bengal State Export Promotion Society
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

24-25/Pvin/5B(2nd Call)
Director & Member Secretary, West
Bengal State Export Promotion Society
invites e tender from bonafide, reliable
and experienced agencies/Contractors/
organizations for enlistment of capable
organizations for three years for
undertaking the job of construction and
decoration of temporary pavilion/stall/
gateffencing etc. and supply of different
related items on hire basis in the Expos/
Fairs/Exhibitions/ other programmes
etc. in Kolkata and inother South Bengal
districts. Detailed e-Tender notice and
corrigendum if any are available in the
official website of West Bengal State
Export Promotion Society:
wwwwhseps.com and Government of
West Bengal e-tender portal:
http:/wbtenders. gov.in from
19/07/2024 at 10 A.M. Last date and
time for submission of e-tender:
09/08/2024 at 5:30 pm. 5d/- Director &

Member Secretary.
ICh- T12008{4)'2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNorth Bengal Development Department
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E.E., NBDOD, invites online e-Tender YWide
2=-MIT No.- 16 {51 Na, 01 to 03) of 2024-25
of E.E, MNBDD. Details will be seen from
the Office Motice Board, NBDD,
Uttarkanya, Fulbari, Jalpaiguri, Pin-
734015 on any working days and in the
website:- waw wbtenders. gov.in &
www. whpnorthbengaldev.gov.in
S/~ Executive Engineer, Morth Bengal

Development Department
ICA-T12016(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
e-Tenders is invited by the
Commissioner of Police, Kalkata Supply
& installation of 2000 mitrs. Speed
Retarder for Traffic Wing of Kolkata
Paolice. The |ast date for submission of
the tender is on 06.08 2024 up to 15.00
hours, The NIT Document and other
details will be availlable in the website:

sd/f- for
Commissioner of Police, Kalkata
ICA-T120181(3),/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Irrigation & Waterways Directorate

Govt, of W.B,
2-N.1.T No - WBIW/EE/NDID/

e-NIT-1 of 2024-25

a-TEMDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Morth Dinajpur
Irrigation Division, Raiganj Uttar
Cinajpur invites e-Tender [online] for
Eight {8) Mos Warks vide e-M.LT Mo-
WBIW/EE/NDID/e-NIT-1 of 2024-25,
Maotice Memo no- 345 dated. 16.07.2024
of the EE/NDID. Document Download
start date s 23/07/2024 at 1100 hours.
Bid submission start date s 230772024
17:00hours & bid submission end date is
29/07/2024 at 17:00 hours, For details
please visit website:
www. whtenders_.gov.in &
www. whiwd.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer North Dinajpur Irrigation

Division, ICA-T12025| 2}/ 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Deputy Director of
Agriculture [SEWM), Birbhum

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NieT No. 03/PIA/PMKSY/WDC2/2/2024-
25, Dated: 15.07.2024 for Plantation of
Mixed Horticultural Orchards {16 Mos.)
at different placez of Suri-l Block,
Birbhum District under PMESY WDC 2.0.
Last Date of submission of bid -
24.07.2024, Tender Inviting Autharity ;-
Assistant Director of Agriculture [Water
Management Tralning) &
PiafBirbhum/PMESY/ WDC2,/02/2021-
22, Details of advertisement will be
available at O/0 Deputy Director of
Agriculture (SEWM), Birbhum, 3rd
Floor, Golbari Market Complex, Suri,
Birbhum & Website:
www.birbhum.govin Sd/f- Director of
Agriculture, West Bengal.

ICA-T11999(2) (2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE

No-WEBIW/EE/SDP/RRI/eMNIT-03/2024-25
e-Tender s hereby invited by the
Executive Engineer/SDP/RRI from the
ligible bonafide contractors for 1 NO. of
SURVEY WORK: 1. Various types of
metecrological data collection and
dissemination such as rainfall data, wind
direction data, humidity data, sea wave
data, water level data, sediment sample
& water sample etc in the District Purba
Midnapore under River Research
Institute, Mohanpur during the year
2024-25. Last date and time of Bid
submission s 06082024 tll 17:30 hrs.
IST. Details of tender notice may be seen
at http://wbtenders.gov.in or
hitps://wbiwd.gow.in S5d/- Executive
Engineer, Sunderbans Delta Project
River Research Institute, Irrigation &
Waternways Directorate.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-NOTICE INVITED QUOTATION
Matice inviting Re e-tender vide Tender
Notice Mo, 396/1-NIT/Re e-Tend/2024-
25 dated 16/07/2024 for analysis of
Pesticide and other Chemicals Residue
in Organic produce by MABL accredited
Laboratories under PEVY by the Office of
the Deputy Director of Agriculture
[Seed Certification), West Bengal,
2304, N.5.C. Bose Road, Kolkata-700
040 under West Bengal State Seed &
Organic Certification Agency during the
financial year 2024-25. Tender Papers
containing all the terms & conditions can
be obtained from the wehbsite:
https:/ fwhtenders.gov.in Last date of
submission of tender paper is upto 5:00
p.m.on 05/08/2024 and will be opened
on 06/08/2024 at 1:00 p.m. 5d/- Dr. 5.
Karmakar, Deputy Director of

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Deputy Director of
Agriculture (Administration),
Uttar Dinajpur
Tender Notice (E-Tender Mode Only)
Procurement Rate contract for Input as
per requirement of the office of the
Deputy Director of Agriculture
(Administration), Uttar Dinajpur. The
item is to be supplied to different blocks
i.e., Of/o the Assistant Director of
Agriculture, (Blocks) of Uttar Dinajpur
district. Tender Reference No.
AGRI/UD/e-NIT-04/2024-25/Pesticide,
dated 12/07/2024 (Estimated initial
procurement value is Rs. 32.50 lakhs
approvimately). Last date of submission
of the e-tender is 02/08/2024.
Corrigendum {If any) will be published/
uploaded in http//wbtenders.govin
only. All Details will be available at

3 nders.gov.in 5d/- Deputy
Director of Agriculture(Admin), Uttar
Dinajpur District.  \ca-T12000(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

WEST BENGAL GREEN ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.
CIN: L40108WB20075GC121189
[A Govt. of West Bengal Company)
Bikalpa Shakti Bhawvan, Plot-J-1/10 EP,
GP Block, 5alt Lake Electronics Complex,
Sector-V, Kolkata - 700 091
Ph: 033-2357-6361,

Email: wbgedcd@rediffmail.com/
whgedcl2007 @gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
MNieT No. WBGEDCL/NIeT-02/2024-25
WBGEDCL invites e-tender for "Design &
Engineering, Manufactur/ Procurement,
Testing, Supply, Installation and
Commissioning of Organic waste-based
Biogas Plant [Horizontal Single Tank
based) of capacity of 250 kgs per day
including 5{five) years comprehensive
maintenance on turnkey basis at Pavlov
Hospital, Kolkata.” Detailed NIT may be
seen & downloaded from WBGEDCL
website www.whgedcl.in Detailed NleT
may be seen B downloaded from
WBGEDCL website www.whgedclin
Interested bidders may obtain bidding
documents by registering themselves to
the e-tendering portal
hitps://wbtenders.govin and thereby
downloading the bidding documents
from 15.07.2024 and the offer shall be
submitted online up to &:00 P.M,. on

12.08.2024. 5d/- Chief Engineer.
KA T 19R2{3)2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MNOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

FOR CREATION OF MISCELLANEQUS
PLANTATION

Rate quotations/bids are invited from
banafide resowurceful contractars for
¥Year-2 Activities of Creation of
Miscellaneous Plantation 2023-24 &
Znd, 3rd E 4th Year Maintenance of
Miscellaneous Plantation under
Jalpalgur] So0il Conservation Division
during the FY 2024-25 for - 1. NIT No:
05/15CD/2024-25, 06/ISCD/S2024-25,
07/15CD/2024-25, DB/ISCD/2024-25 for
¥ear-2 Activities of Creation of
Miscellaneous Plantation 2023-24,
2. NIT Mo: D9/1SCD/2024-25,
10/15C0D/2024-25 & 11/15CD/2024-25,
for 2nd Year Maintenance of
Miscellaneous Plantation. 3. NIT No:
12/15C0/2024-25, 13/I5C0D/2024-25 &
14/15CD/2024-25, for 3rd Year
Maintenance of Miscellaneous
Plantation. 4. NIT No: 15/15CD/2024-25
& 16/I5CD/2024-25, for 4th Year
Maintenance of Miscellaneous
Plamtation. 5. Bid submission starting
date [onling): 23-07-2024.6. Last date
of anline submission of bids:
02-08-2024. Far viewlng and
participating in the e-Tender wvisit
www.whienders.govin All other details
are available at

W i : in & in the
Office. 5df- [Partha Sarathi Pramanik,
WEBFS, Divisional Forest Officer,
Jalpaiguri Soil Conservation Division,
Phone 03561-230294 E-mail 1D:

dfojpgsc frd-whi@bangla gowin
ICA-T12024(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Marth Bengal Development Department

E.E., NBDD, invites online e-Tendear VWide
e-NIT No.- 13 {51 Mo, 01 to 03] of 2024-25
of E.E, MBDD. Details will be seen from
the Office Motice Board, NBDD,
Uttarkanya, Fulbari, Jalpaiguri, Pim-
734015 on any warking days and in tha
website:- www whtenders.gov.in &
www . whnorthbengaldev.gowv.ln
Sdf- Executive Engineer, North Bengal
Development Department
ICA-T1X013(4

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is hereby invited by the
Aszsistant Engineer-ll, RCFA Division-l,
PHE Dte. Vivekananda Pally, Ismile West,
Asansol-1, for 28[Twenty-Eight) nos.
works of different water supply scheme
under RCFA Division-l, PHE Dte, (As per
the attached enclosure with the eNIT).
MieT Mo. 02/2024-25/AE-II/RCD-I/PHE
Dte. (Memo no. 1757/RCD-l dt.
18.07.2024). Last date of Bid
Submission:-31.07.2024, Ph-0341-
2284210, For deatails wisit

r W,

ICA-T12045(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
[N.LT. ND. 07,/ WBTIDC/2024-25)
(Abridged e-Tender)
E-Tender, in prescribed form in two parts
viz, Technical & Financial Bids are invited
for the work : 1. Re-furbishment /
Renovation of Gangway cum Pontoon
Jetty including Link Platform, Passenger
waiting Area and lighting arrangement
with Solar system for the jetty, at Burul
Ferry Ghat in the District of South 24
Parganas, Tender |D:
2024 WEBTID_T717791_1. Please visit
website: : n
Sdf- Superintending Engineer, WBTIDC

Lid. MCA-T12022{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the CMOH, DHEFWS,
Purba Medinipur
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender ID-2024 HFW _T716488 1
MIT Memo No: CMOH/Pbmd//4239/2024-25
Dt 16.07.2024
g-Tenders are invited for supply of
"Working Tea, Tiffin & Lunch” by the
CMOH B Secretary, DHEFWS, Purba
Medinipur. Technical & Financial Bid
Submission Closing Date: 07/08/2024 at
3:00 PM. For Detall, Please visit the
website www. whhealth.gov.in &
www, purbamedinjpur.gow.in or the
Office of the Undersigned. 5df- Chief
Medical Officer of Health, Purba

Medinipur,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-N.L.T No - WBIW/EE/MBD/
NIT No-02(e)/2024-25
On behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, e-tender is invited by the
undersigned for 02(two} no. of works
under Mahananda Barrage Division, | &
W Dte. Online Bid Submission closing
date is 30.07.2024 at 17:30 Hrs. Other
details may be seen in the website:
www . whiwd.gov.in &

http:/ /whtenders.gov.in Sdf- Executive
Engineer, Mahananda Barrage Division,

= : it
inbatti More, Siliguri e a)2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Short Notice Inviting Tender
e-N.I.T No. WBIW/EE/BDD/

e-5NIT- 10{e}/2024-25

On behalf of the Governor, West Bengal,

e-tender is invited by the Executive

Engineer Bidyadhari Drainage Division,

from the eligible reliable, bonafide &

resourceful contractors for 01 (One) no.

Woerk amounting Rs. 4.58 Lakh {approx).

All necessary details may be had in Govt.

website www.whiwd.pov.in or

https://whtenders.gov.in Publishing
date; 22.07.2024 on 17:00 Hrs, Bid
submission 5tart date: 22.07.2024 from

17:30 Hrs. Bid submission end date:

26,07.2024 till 17:00 Hrs. Sd/- Executive

Engineer, Bidyadhari Drainage Division,

Taki Rood Barasat, Kol-700124.

ICA-TL2026(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Hon'ble Governor of
West Bengal, online e-Tenders are
invited from bonafide agencies for the
following eNIT. e-NIT No-
WEIW/EE/WMD/e-NIT-03e,/2024-25.
For total Sixteen Mos. of work and
amount Minimum Rs. 1.25 Lakh &
Maximum of Rs. 2.66 Lakh. Bid
submission start date: 23.07.2024 at
10.00 Hrs. Last date of bid submission:
05.08.2024 up to 17.30 Hrs. Further
details may be obtained from the office
of Executive Engineer, West Midnapore
Division or from the Dapartmental
Website. Sdf- (Indranath Mukherjee),
Executive Engineer (I&W Dte.}, West
Midrapore Division, Midnapore,

Pazchim Medinpur, ICA-T12012{2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Abridged Notice Inviting e-Tender
WERBIW /EE-II/CD/fe-NIT-112/2024-25
Executive Engineer-ll, Canals Division,
Sech Abasan, Salt Lake, Sector-ll,
Kolkata-700106. invites online tender
far the work "Construction of cement
concrete block pitching [Length-B26 M)
and dwarf wall (length 40 M} in between
0.0 km, to 1.0. km of Keorapukur khal
within Ward Nos. 114, 115 of EMC area,
P5.-Regent Park, District - Kolkata"
Amount Put to Tender is Rs.30.04 Lakh.
Tender forms and other details may be
obtained from the departmental
website www wbiwd. gov.in and
hitp:/fetenderwb nic.in (direct site),
Last date of submission of e-bid online is
06.08.24 at 16:00 Hrs. 5d4/- Executive
Engineer-ll, Canals Division | & W
Directorate. ICA- T11993(3) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
&-N.L.T No- WBIW/EE/MDD/e-NIT-
d(e)/2024-25

On behalf of the Governor, West Bengal
e-tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Mograhat Drainage Division
from the reliable bonafide and
resourceful contractors for the work,
Eviction of encroachment along both
bank of Adiganga In connectlon with
"Construction of fencing along both
bank of Adiganga Khal from Kamalgazito
sagshan [length of 17025m)} within
Rajpur Senarpur Municipality and Block-
Barwipur, P.5.- Narendrapur, Sonarpur,
Barulpur, Dist.- South 24 Parganas.
Details may be had from the office of the
undersigned on working days during
office hours or on website
https://whbtenders. gov.in &
www.whiwd. gov.in Publishing date:
23.07.2024, 5d/- Executive Engineer,
Mograhat Drainage Division

ICA- T11990(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
ESI HOSPITAL BELUR(TB)
HOWRAH
e-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender notice is being invited by the
Superintendent, Belur, ES] Hospital,
Howrah for selection of reputed
bidder/agencies/Company/contractor
for (i) Carrying of Medical gas Cylinder
(Oxygen and Nitrous Oxide) {Loading
unloading & Carrying) for the period of
two (2) years 2024-26 vide Memo No.
ESI/BEL/NIT-01,/0C/2024-25/500 dated
20.06.2024. and (i) Supply of Different
types of Local Purchase Medicine for the
period of two (2) years 2024-26 vide
Memeo No., ESIJBEL/NIT-02/LP
Medicinef2024-25/473 dated
18.06.2024 for the Belur ESI (TB)
Haspital, Howrah, E5l [MB} Scheme,
W.B. and detalls information of Terms &
Conditions, MIT and others essential
documents for e-tender will be available
In the officlal Websitae
wwwewbtenders.gov.in from 25.07.2024
and the submission of bid documents for
e-tender will be through the same
website. Bid documents submission will
start from 10.00 A.M. on 25.07.2024 and
closing date is 12.08.2024 up to 05.00
PM. Any tender related corrigendum
will be publishedfavailable on
www.whtenders.gov.in and
www esiwh. gowv,in
Sd/- SUPERINTENDENT, ESI HOSPITAL

BELUR ICA-T12033(3}/2022

TIMES NATION

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Notice Inviting e-Quotation
NleQ No. PHE/NTKC/SE/NIeQ-01/2024-
2025- CORRIGENDUM AND ADDENDUM
NO-1is uploaded by the Superintending
Engineer, New Town Kolkata 'W/S Circle,
PHE Dte. Details information about the
corrigendum is available in the website-

www.whtendergowin ., conss

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TEMDER MOTICE
On behalfl of the Governor of West
Bengal, E-Tender is invited by the Chief
Medical Officer of Health, Diamond
Harbour Health District, South 24
Parganas, Pin-743331 for Repair &
Renmnowvation works to set up X-Ray rooms
at Kulpl BH, Magrahat RH & Sagar RH
under DHHD, from resourceful, eligible
agency having experience In similar
rature of works. Technical & Financial
Bid Submission Closing Date:
30/07/2024 at 5:00 P.M. For Detail,
Please wvisit the website:
www.whtenders.gowin or the Office of
the Undersigned. 5d/- CMOH, DHHD.

ICA-T12042(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, E-Tenderis invited by the CMOH,
Dakshin Dinajpur for following e-tender;
1. Tender No. DHFWS,/NPCB/2036 dated
18.,07.2024 for Selection of Agency for
distribution of free spectacles. from
resourceful, eligible agency having
experience In similar nature of works.
Bid Submission Closing Date:
12.08,2024 at 05.00 P.M. For Detall
[e-tender]}, Please visit the website
wwinwbtenders. povin and Office of the
Undersigned. Sd/- CMOH, D/Dinajpur

ICA-T12035(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender of MIT Mo. 05 of 2024-25 by the
of E.E./Diamond Harbour Highway
Division. EE, Diamond Harbour Hwy
Div, Dakshin Hazipur, Diamond Harbour-
743331 invites an line percentage rate
etender whose ID No.
2024 SH 717366 1. The details can be
obtained from the website
https:/ fwbtenders.govin & office notice
board. Corrigendum or Addendum if
lssued willbe published only on website
previously mentioned. Documents
down load end date [online} & Bid
submission  end date {onling) will be
07.08.2024 upto 14.00 Hrs. 5d/- EE,
Diamond Harbour Highway Division

PW.[Roads) Directorate, Govt. of WB

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Englneer, Birbhum Highway
Division Il, PW. [(Roads) Directorate
Invites online e-tender for the work of 1)
Boring and sinking of submerssible
pump for water supply to the Bolpur
Inspection Bungalow and the office of
Bolpur Highway sub-Division wnder
Birbhum Highway Division-ll in the
district of Birbhum during 2024-
2025({3rd call).; Estimated Amount :- 1)
Rz, 801622.00 e-NIT No.3, 51-1 of 2024-
25/EE BHDII. Tender Id. 1}
2024 WBPWD _717305_1. Bid
Submission start date (online):-20-07-24
at 10.30 PM  Bid submission closing
date (online):-31-07-24 at 3.00 PM
Details of NLT. and Tender documents
may be downloaded from:
http:/fwbtenders. govin 5df-EE, BHDII,
PW.R.D. Govl, of WB ICA-T12050(2)/2024

THE TIMES OF INDIA, KOLKATA
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e-Tender Notice

Hooghly Zilla R.M.C. inviles e-Tender

vide MN.I.T.MNo, 33/R1/HZRMCISLT/

2024-2025 Date : 22.07.2024, Last date

of submission of Bid-31.07.2024 up to

1 M. The details of the e-Tenders are

available on the website
https:/flwww.wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-

Secratary

Hooghly Zilla R.M.C

SOUTH 24 PARGANAS ZILLA PARISHAD
NIT - 12 of 2024-25 for
e-Tendering (Various Calls)
e-Tenders are invited by the District
Engineer for 15 (fifteen) nos.
various works of different blocks
under South 24 Parganas. Last
date of online submission of Tender
Document : up to 2:00 PM on
07.08.2024 Details informations
may be obtained from the website
zps24pgs.wbh.gov.in &

wbtenders.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WRILDD, &-NIT
Executive Engineer (A-M), Balurghat (A-
M) Division invites e-tender for Turnkey
basis works of Energisation, Renovation
of WTA along with all necessary supply
of materials and Electrical connection to
Motor & internal wiring of Pump House/
Barge at Lakshminarayanpur-l Major RLI
schemes in Tapan Block, in the District of
Dakshin Dinajpur under Balurghat (A-M)
Division under CORE SECTOR Programme
in the F.Y 2024-25 vide &-NIT No -
02/2024-25, Tender -
2024 WRDD_T17928_1, estimated
value Rs.6841,206.00 and last date of
Bid submission : -06.08.2024 up to 4
PM. Intending bidders are requested to
wisit the website http//whbtenders.gov.in

ICA-T12077(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION AND WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
NORTH IRRIGATION CIRCLE-Il BERHAMPORE,

MURSHIDABAD
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
eM.LT. No, WEBIW SE/NIC-II/NIT-2{e)/2024-25
e-Tender is being invited by the
undersigned from the eligible bonafide
contractors for 1 (One) no. work under

Berhampore Irrigation Division under

505 head. Last date & time for

submission of bid is 12.08.2024 upto

11:00 hrs. Other detaiis of tender notice

may be seen at website

www whiwd.gaow,.in &
https://whtenders.gov.in
5d/- Superintending Enginear, Morth

Irrigation Circle-ll Berhampore,

MMurshidabad. ICA-T12034(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Madia Construction
Division, PW.Dte invites online e-Tender
for the works of : Replacement of
Damaged Water Tank and repair of
water tank platforms in the entire
Hospital Campus at IJNM E COM
Hospital, Kalyani, Madia under Kalyani
Construction Sub-Division, PW.D. under
Madia Construction Division, PW.D.
during the year 2023-2024. Estimated
Amount ; Rs. 14,41,167.00 e-N.T-10
(3rd call SI. 02) of 2023-24 of
EE/NCD/PWDte, Tender Id :
2024 _PWD_717281_1. Bid Submission
start date [online) : 26.07.2024 from
4,00p.m. Bid submission closing (online)
: 09.08.2024 wupto 4.15p.m.
Corrigendum, if any, will be published in
website only. Details of N.LeT and
Tender Documents may be download

form https://whtenders.gov.in Sd/-
Executive Engineer, Nadia Construction

Division, PW.Dte. ICA-T12058(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WRILDD, e-NIT
Executive Englneer (A-M), Balurghat (A-
M) Division invites e-tender for Turnkey
basis works of Erverglsation,
Procurement of Electrical items and
Electrical connection to Motor & Internal
wiring of Pump House at different Major
ALl schemes in the District of Dakshin
Dinajpur under Balurghat [(A-M) Division
under CORE SECTOR Programme In the
F.¥Y 2024-25 vide e-NIT No -03,/2024-25,
Tender 1D-2024_WRDD_717936 1w 6,
estimated valueg Rs.12.89,250.00;
Rs.13,27,703.00; Rs.13,02,753.00;
As.13,20,719.00; Rs133201400 &
As.13,11,224.00; respectively, and last
date of Bid submission : -06.08.2024 up
to 4 PM. Intending bidders are reguested
to wisit the website
http//wbtenders.gow.in for details.
5d /- Executive Engineer [A-M)
Balurghat {A-M) Division
ICA-T12078(4)/2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Superintending Engineer, Westearn
Electrical Circle, PW.D . invites online e-
Tender for the work of Repair and
Renovation of CES{Ortho) including all
ad|elning rooms and corridor and tollets
in the compound Burdwan Medical
College and Hospital, Burdwan.. eNIQ
No.- WBPWD/SEWEC /BED [NIT-
43/2024-25. Tender 1D:
2024 WEPWD_717454 1. Bid
submission  start date{online):
23.07.2024 from 06:00 P.M. Bid
submission closing datefonline)
29 . 07.2024 upta 11.00 A.M,
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of NG, and
Tender documents may be downloaded
from : http:/fwhtenders.gov.in
5d/-5.K.Biswas., Superintending
Engineer, PW.D. Wester Electrical Circle.

ICA-T12071(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

=

a-TEMDER NOTICE
on behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, E-Tender is invited by the CMOH,
Dakshin Dinajpur for following e-tender:
(E-tender Mo, DHFWS/HBRC/ 2047
dated 1B.07.2024] from resourceful,
etligible agency having experience in
similar nature of works. Bid Submission
Closing Date; 20,07, 2024 at 04,00 P,
Far Detail {e-tender), Please wisit the
weoebsite wwwwhtenders gowin and
wwwe. whbhealth.gowv.in Office of the
Undersigned, Sd/- ChWOH, D/ Dinajpur,
ICA-TLZ040{2) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
e-M.I.T. Mo-WEIW/EE/KCD2/eNIT-
04/2024-25(2ZND CALL). On behalf of
the Governor of WB, the Executive
Engineer, Kangsabat| Canals Division-1l,
khatra invites online e-tender. Online
bid submission end date:- 30,07.2024
£l 11:00 Howrs IST. Details may be seen
in the website: www.wbtenders.gov.in
and www.whiwd powvin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Kangsabati Canals Division-11,

Khatra. ICA-T12028(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
TEMDER ID-2034_PHED_712169_1 o 4
(0 & Mtc), Electronic Notice Inwviting
Tender No.03/WBPHED/EE/BD-1/2024-
25, Last date of Documents downioad f
sell closing date {OQnline) is on
26.07.2024 upto 06.00 P.M. Date of
opening of technical Proposals (Online)
on 2907 2024 at 11.30 AMM. Further
details will be avallable In our website
wiawLwhitenders.govin Sdf- Executive
Enginesr, Bearhampore Divisiaon-, PHE

Dre, ICA-T12047(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Bishnupur Division,
PWD invites online Tender for the work
of -1. Mending of cracks & pores and
through water proofing of the roof of
Bishnupur Sub Divisional Court Buildings
under Bishnupur Division, PWD in the
district of Bankura during the year of
2024-25. Amount Put to Tender Rs.
1369193.00. Tender 1d :
2024 WBPWD_704954 1, e-NIT No: 02
of 2024-2025 of EE/BD/PWD; Bid
submission closing date 25.07.2024
upto 12.00 pm. corrigendum if any will
be published in website only. Details
only. Details of MNIT and Tender
documents may be downloaded from

: Eovin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Bishnupur Division, PAW. Dte.
ICA-T12065(2) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
O behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, E-Tender is invited by the CTRWMOH,
Dakshin Dinajpur for following e-tender;
1. E-Tender No. DHFWS/NTEPR/2038,
dated 18.07. 2024 for Transportation of
Specimen [(all pulmonary and EP
specimens to linked laborataries) for TS
Diagnosis and/ or for follow-up
examination. 2nd call from resourceful,
eligible agency having experience in
similar nature of works. Bid Submission
Closing Date: 16.08,2024 at 05.00 R.M,
Far Detall (e-tender), Please wisit the

Office of the Undersigned. Sd/- CMWMOH,
DfDinajpur, ICA-TL203S[2)/2024

NIT No.:- H5T/4T-100-2024,/DI-RT/2024/307;
Dated 18-07-2024
Re e-Tender for procurement of drug
items listed under table- A, for two yvears
from the date of Award of Contract
(AOC) is invited from the Bidders.
Interested bidders may visit the website:
n ] r ov.in" or
" heal in® for further
details. Bid submission start date
lonline): 31.07.2024; Bid submission
clesing date {online): 14.08.2024; Bid
opening date [online): 14.08.2024,
Sdf-D.0H.S. [E&S), WB. ICA-T12038(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is hereby invited by the
Executive Engineer, RCFA Divisian-1, PHE
Dte. Vivekananda Pally, Ismile West,
Asansol-1, for 3 (Three) nos works of
operation and maintenance of different
water supply scheme under RCFA
Division-1, PHE Dte. [As per the attached
enclosure with the eNIT). NleT No.
07/2024-25/EE/RCD-I/PHE Dte. [Memao
no. 1762/RCD-I dt. 19.07.2024). Last
date of Bid Submission:- 27.07.2024,
Ph-0341-2284210. For details visit
WAL tenders. gov.|
ICA-T12045(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, PW.D, Dakshin
Dinajpur Electrical Division Invites
online e-tender for the work of
"Construction of Child Friendly Court at
Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur, Project 1D;
JD2324063765000 - Electrical Work.—
SITC of Air-Conditioning System." e-NIT
No:  WBPWD/EE/DDED/e-NIQ-06 of
2024-25, Tender |d:
2024 WBPWD 696194 1, Bid
submission closing date{online):
03.07.2024 uwp to 11:30 Hrs. ,
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website anly. Details of NIT and Tender
Documents may be downloaded from:
http://whtenders.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, PW.D. Dakshin Dinajpur

Electrical Division ICA-T12054|2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
e-tender invited by the Executive
Engineer, PW.D. Howrah Electrical
Division, Onkarmal Jetia Road, Howrah -
711103, NIT No. WBPWD/EE/HED/NIT-
149 of 2024-2025. Memo. 2137 Dt
19.07.2024 Tender 1D
2024 WBPWD_717422 1. Mame of
Work : Lightning Conductor |nstallation
at 5.M.M. Home (School Building,
Rescue Building, S5ima Bhawan, Office
Building),Howrah.Project 1D:-
WC2425185835000. Intending bidder
may download the Tender/Quotation
documents from the website ;
www.pwdwh.in 5d/- A, Das. Executive
Engineer, PW.D. Howrah Electrical

Division. Govt. of West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Birbhum Division,
PW.0. Invite online Tender wide MieT
Mo.-07F of 2024-25 for the work “Special
Safety treatment to Suri-Ahmedpur road
(SH-G) and on its approach roads with
Humps, RBumble strips, Bus stop, Traffic
islands, Fassenger shelters and
restoration of flanks ete. during the year
2023-2024.7 Bid submission start date
(online} 22.07.2024 after 5.30p.m, Bid
Submission end date [online)
06.08. 2024 upto 2.00p.m. Details of
MleT and Tender documents may be
downloaded from
- win Sdf- Expcutive
Engineer, Birbhum Division, PW.D.

ICA-T12053{3)/2024

Will be tough

to salvage

ship: Officer

»Continued fromP1

n officer said: *The

gulded-missile fri-

gate 1s now resting
on one side on the jetty It
will be extremely diffi-
cult to salvage the wars-
hip.” A multi-role 3,850-
tonne warship like INS
Brahmaputra, which is
packed with weapons
and sensors along with a
crew of around 450 inclu-
ding around 40 officers,
would easily cost up-
wards of Rs6,000crore,

After Navy chiel Ad-
miral Dinesh K Tripathi
briefed defence minister
Rajnath Singh about the
mishap on Monday eve-
ning, an official said,
“The minister praved for
the safety of the missing
sailor, He also directed
the Navy chief to take
appropriate action.” A
board of inquiry has be-
en ordered to ascertain
the entire sequence of
events and the reasons
for the mishap.

INS Brahmaputra,
which was commissio-
ned in April 2000 after be-
ing built by defence shi-
pyard Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engi-
neers Limited at Kolkata,
was undergoing a refit at
the naval dockyard when
the fire broke out on bo-
ard on Sunday evening.

The fire was brought
under control by the
warship’s crew with the
assistance of firefighters

9-yr-old girl |

dies of

dengue
in Siliguri
Roshan Gupta | Tun

Siliguri: A nine-vear-
old girl succumbed to
dengue fever in Siliguri
on Sunday, making her
the north Bengal city’s
first wvictim reported
this vear. According to
officials, around 46 peo-
ple have been infected
in Siliguri till Sunday.

The deceased was
identified as Zaina Kha-
tun, a resident of Swa-
minagar under ward 7
of Siliguri Municipal
Corporation.

Khatun’'s family
members said the girl
was suffering from se-
vere fever for the last fo-
ur days. She was on me-
dication but her condi-
tion deteriorated and
she was admitted to a
private nursing home
on Saturday night, She
tested positive for NS-1.
The child’s platelets
dropped below 10,000
when she was admitted.
Khatun was immediate-
Iy provided with it but
her condition worsened
further and she died on
Sunday,

Though 46 people ha-
ve been infected till now
— the number is low
compared to previous ve-
ars — experts said the fi-
gure could actually be
much higher as tests we-
re not done in many ca-
ses. The health depart-
ment hasordered dengue
tests on doctors’ advice
whenever fever occurs,

Locals alleged that
garbage had accumula-
ted near the residence
of the deceased minor.
They claimed that wa-
ter had accumulated in
plastic containers and
no spraying or fogging
was done in the area.

e TR
The INS Brahmaputra (file
photo). On Monday, the
frigate began ‘listing’ (when
a ship takes in water and
tilts to one side)

from the naval dockvard,
which was followed by
“sanitisation checks” for
any residual risks.

On Monday afterno-
on, however, the frigate
began “listing” (when a
ship takes in water and
tilts to one side) to the
port side from water
pumped into the vessel
during firefighting ope-
rations. “The ship conti-
nued to list further
alongside her berth and
is resting on one side at
present,” another officer
said. The junior sailor
still to be accounted for
probably went missing
during the attempt to
jump off the listing ship.

Another Brahmaput-
ra-class frigate, INS Bet-
wa, had slipped from her
dock blocks, tilted and
then crashed flat on her
port side while being un-
docked during a mainte-
nance refit in the Mum-
bai naval dockyard on
December 5, 2016.

Driver found
dead in Malda
Ice-cream
freezer

Subhro Maitra | Tun

Malda: The body of a
driver was found in the
freezer of an ice-cream
godown in Malda on
Monday afternoon, trig-
gering panicinthearea.
Mrinal Kanti Basu (40)
had been missing since
Monday morning.

Empty liquor bottles
were found near the fre-
ezer, Police sources said
Basu might have ente-
red the freezer in an in-
ebriated condition and
could not come out after
the heavy lid closed.

Basu, a resident of
Bongaon in North 24
Parganas, had been wor-
king as a driver at the
godown in Bachamari,
under Malda PS, for se-
ven years. Manager
Santosh Ghosh began to
look for him in the mor-
ning to deliver an order
but Basu was missing.
Workers finally opened
the deep fridge and fo-
und Basu's body,

Jayanta Pal Choud-
hury, the godown owner,
said: “Basu had been
working here for a long
time. It wasusual thaton
holidays, he stayed here
and rested. We can't un-
derstand how he entered
the deepfridge.”

Police came to the
spot and sent Basu's bo-
dy for postmortem. A
case of unnatural death
has been registered.
Malda police superin-
tendent Pradeep Yadav
gald: “We cannot deter-
mine the cause of death
till the postmortem re-
port reaches us. The bo-
dy did not have any inju-
ry marks. In CCTV foo-
tage, it was seen that the
man himself closed the
door from inside.”

J&K bans JeM’s video
misusing Saif’s picture

Jammu: J&K Police is-
sued on Monday an advi-
SOy cautioning citizens
against sharing a “prop-
aganda video” cre-
ated by Pakistan-
based terrorist
outfit Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM),
misusinga picture

one. Anybody who re-
ceives the video is re-
quired toreport who sent
it to them. The report
should include
the sender's tele-
phone number,
along with the
date and time of
receipt,” the advi-

of actor Saif Al
Khan and a poster of his
new film Phantom, re-
ports Sanjay Khajuria.

The 5:55-minute vid-
e0 was released around
2pm, a police spokesper-
son said. “J&K Police
have outlined strict in-
structions for the public
to not forward the video
in any manner to any-

sory states,

“Posting and for-
warding such content is
an offence under sec-
tions 13 and 18 of the Un-
lawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.”

JeM orchestrated the
attack in Jammu's Doda
last week inwhich an Ar-
my officer and three oth-
er soldiers were Killed.
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‘Don’t Let Work

Of House Suffer
For Partisan
Purposes’

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An aggressive
PM Narendra Modi on Mon-
day said while opposition
parties are welcome to fight
the 2029 elections with full vi-
gour, they should respect the
mandate of the last polls and
not let the functioning of
Parliament suffer because of
partisan purposes,

“Go to the battlefields of
election in Jan 2029. Till
then, the only priority
should be the country its
poor, farmers, women and
the vouth,” PM said in his ad-
dress to media ahead of Par-
liament session.

Modi said the “negative”
tactics of many Parliamen-
tarians in the last session de-
prived many MPs of valuable
opportunity to raise the con-
cerns of their constituents.

Anindya Chattopadhyay

‘Y .nﬁ':'H il
We have fought a full-throttle battle since last Jan. Eut now that
phase is over, the countrymen have given their verdict, PM said

“I urge all the MPs, no

matter which party they be-
long to... | want to say em-
phatically that

since last Jan. We have told

whatever we had to tell the

public. Some tried to show

the way, some tried to mis-
lead. But now that phase is
over, the countrymen have

given their verdict,” PM
said.

*“It is the duty of all elect-
ed MPs, it is the special re-

sponsibility of all political

parties that we have fought
all the battles we had to fight
for the party, now for the

we have
fought a full throttle battle

coming five years we have to
fight for the country and we
have to fight by being noble,
Let us use this dignified plat-
form of Parliament for the
coming four and a half years
by rising above the party
lines and dedicating our-
selves only to the country,”
he further added.

Modi referred to heckling
by Congress during his reply
todebate on motion of thanks
to President. “Nation wit-
nessed how an undemocratic
effort was made to muzzle a
democratically elected govt.
For over two-and-half hours,
an effort was made to suffo-

PM to oppn: Welcome to fight
In 29 but respect 24 mandate

cate PM of the country and
suppress his voice. This has
no place in democratic tradi-
tions,” the PM asserted, refer-
ring to the opposition’sslogan
shouting when he delivered
his speech on vote of thanks
on the President’s speech dur-
ing the recent LS session.

The PM reminded the
Parliamentarians that peo-
ple of the country have given
their mandate to serve the
county and not the agendas
of political parties,

“This House is not meant
for political parties, this
House is meant for the coun-
try. It is not meant to serve
the Parliamentarians but
140 crore citizens of India,”
Modi further added.

He highlighted that India
is the fastest growing coun-
try among the major econo-
mies with about 8% growth
in the last three consecutive
yvears. Today, opportunities
areatthe peak due to positive
outlook, investment and per-
formance, he said.

Concluding the address,
the PM expressed the belief
that all Members of Parlia-
ment will contribute to-
wards fruitful discussions.

BJD ups ante on spl
status for Odisha

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: The all-party
meeting on Sunday set the
ground, and the Upper Hou-
se on the first day of the bud-
get session got a glimpse of
what lies ahead, as B.JD ma-
de a vociferous demand du-
ring zero hour for special
status for Odisha, citing the
state’s vulnerabilities in the
face of cvclones and other
CONcerns.

Raising the issue in zero
hour, BJD member Muzibul-
la Khan said that during his
tenure as Odisha chief mini-
ster, Naveen Patnalk wrote
repeatedly to Centre but the
govt did not address the is-
sue, Even BJID MPs have be-
enraising this issue in Parli-
ament but no one has paid
heed, he added.

Khan said that the party

is aware that there are certa-
in criteria for granting the
status but for the welfare of
people the laws can be amen-
ded and demanded that
changes should be made ta-
king into view of the vulne-
rabilities faced by the state.
BJD's Sasmit Patra backed
the demand.

Meanwhile, RJD mem-
ber Manoj Jha too raised the

‘STORM’ AHEAD

demand for special status
and special package for Bi-
har, asserting the need for
stepping up the develop-
ment of the state.

Patra said that his party
will play the role of a strong
opposition on thefloorof the
House. He underlined that
his party was neither with
the opposition INDIA bloc
nor the govt,

Oppn’s timing poser
as LS talks Olympics

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha
on Monday took up a discus-
sion on India’s prepared-
ness for the Paris Olympics
with opposition members
questioning the timing of
thedebate on the Gamesthat
begin later this week.
During the discus-
sion, Congress meni-
ber Deepender Hooda
raked up the issue of
alleged sexual harass-
ment by former BJP
MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. Though he did not na-
me Singh, Hooda said asitua-
tion should not come when
playvers have to fight their
own govt and the system.
Parliamentary affairs
minister Kiren Rijiju, who
had earlier held charge of
the sports ministry, interve-

ned tosay that members sho-
uld avoid raising “federa-
tion fights™ in the House.

Initiating the discussion,
BJP's Sanjay Jaiswal said
the opposition finds the dis-
cussion on sports irrele-
vant. He said the govt has in-
vested over Rs 400 crore for
16 disciplines and is
making all-out efforts
to ensure athletes get
the best training and
facilities.

The  discussion
was included through
a supplementary agenda.
When Speaker Om Birla as-
ked the House to take up the
discussion, RSP's N K Prem-
chandran questioned the ti-
ming and asked what sug-
gestions could the House of-
fer when the Indianteam has
already left for the Olympics
beginning July 26.

FM to present
Budget today:
LS, RS to have
20-hr debates

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lok Sabha and
Rajva Sabha are each likely to
— have a 20-hour
discussion on
&4 the Union Bud-
Bl get, which fi-
nance minis-
ter Nirmala
Sitharaman
will present on Tuesday, with
the Lower House expected to
have separate debates cover-
ing ministries of railways,
education, health, MSME and
food processing.

The business advisory
committees (BAC) — which
have representatives from dif-
ferent parties — of the two
Houses met on Monday to fi-
nalise the agenda for the ses-
sion. Govt, however, isentitled
to introduce any new item, de-
pendinguponexigencies, with
the permission of the Chair.

In Rajva Sabha, sources
said, a discussion for eight
hours is likely to be scheduled
on appropriation and finance
bills, and a four-hour debate
each on four ministries,
which are yet to be identified.

A Congress MP said his
party highlighted its demand
for short-duration discus-
sions on issues like Agnipath
scheme and NEET row during
Lok Sabha BAC meeting.

A govt source said a 20-
hour time slot for the general
discussion on Budget will also
providedifferent parties anop-
portunity to raise their issues.

‘No info to prove
exit polls used to
manipulate mkts’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Minister of sta-
te for finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary on Monday said that
those who alleged that exit
polls were used to manipula-
te markets have failed to
back their charge with spe-
cific information.

“Though SEBI has recei-
ved representations on the
above stock market move-
ments, no specific informa-
tion on any unfair trading
has been provided,” said
Chaudhary, in a written re-
ply in Lok Sabha inresponse
to questions by members.

He was asked whether it
isafact that there wasanun-
precedented fall of stock pri-
cesamountingtoalossof Rs
30lakh croreto investors im-
mediately on June 4.

Indian stocks witnessed
a bloodbath on the day Lok
Sabha results were announ-
ced, where incumbent BJP
performed below par and se-
emed set to fall well short of
exit poll predictions and the
majority mark on its own.

Trinamool Rajva Sabha
member Saket Gokhale had
written a letter to financial
market regulator SEBI, see-
king a probe into the stock
market activity ahead of the
declaration of Lok Sabha
election results. He had alle-
ged “manipulation” in tra-
ding activities, a day after
exit polls were announced.
Earlier, Congress leader Ra-

The indices recovered within
three days and have reached
record levels since June 4, 2024,
MoS finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said on Monday

hul Gandhi had alleged a Rs
30 lakh ecrore stock market
scam due to “fake” exit polls
and sought an investigation
into the role of Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi, home
minister Amit Shah and fi-
nance minister Nirmala Sit-
haraman alleging they gave
investment advice to people
ahead of poll results.
Sensex  declined by
4,389.73 points and Nifty by
1,379.40 points on June 4.
“The indices recovered
within three days and have
reached record levels since
4th June 2024, registering an
increase of 12.9 per cent and
13.3 per cent respectively as
on 18th July, 2024,” the mini-
ster said. The decrease of
around Rs 30 lakh crore in
market capitalisation of
companies listed on NSE
and BSE on June 4, 2024 was
recovered within a period of
five days and it has increa-
sed by around Rs 591akh cro-
re since then as on July 18,
2024, the minister added.

RS chair rejects oppn notices
on UP kanwar vyatra order

TimEes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: On the first day
of the budget sessionthe Upp
er House opened with opposi-
tion demanding suapensiml

in conformity to
ments of Rule 267 nor to direc-
tions given by the Chairand so
the same are not accepted.

require-

Opposition MPs inclu-

ding Congress and Aam Aad-

of business to discuss
the UP govt's order as-
king eateries along the
Kanwar Yatra route to
display names of their
owners and staft,
Rajva Sabha chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Monday rejected notices from
opposition MPson the ground
that the notices were neither

mi Party had given no-
tices under Rule 267 se-
eking suspension of
the business of the day
to take up discussion
ontheissue, Dhankhar
sald that he had recei-

ved notices under Rule 267
from seven MPs across diffe-
rent opposition parties,

Earlier, Dhankhar while

making his opening remarks
at the 265th session of Rajva
Sabha drew attention of the
members to what he descri-
bed as “an important and con-
cerning aspect”. “Many a ti-
me, members’ communica-
tions to the Chairman find
way to public domain and so-
metimes even before the
same reach the addressee.
This inappropriate practice
of garnering publicattention
is at best avoided.” He urged
all members to foster an envi-
ronment conducive to robust
parliamentary discourse.

UK foreign secy

visiting India
this week, FTA
tops agenda

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: UK secretary
of state for foreign affairs
David Lam-
my will visit
India  this
week for
what be the
first high le-
vel engage-
ment betwe-
en India and

the new La-
bour govt in
the UK,

The visit
is expected David Lammy
to see both will hold talks
sides reaffir- with minister
ming com- S Jaishankar
mitmenttoa on Thursday
mutually be-

neficial FTA, while also dis-
cussing other bilateral issu-
es, including the Indian
govt's case for action aga-
inst separatists who confti-
nue to target Indian inter-
ests in Britain.

Lammy will hold talks
with his counterpart S Jais-
hankar on Thursday and al-
g0 meet commerce minister
Piyush Goyal to discuss
progress in efforts to con-
clude negotiations for the
FTA. UK Prime Minister
Eeir Starmer told his coun-
terpart Narendra Modi in
their conversation earlier
this month he stood ready
to conclude a deal that
worked for both sides,

In the talks, both agreed
there was a wide range of
areas across defence and se-
curity, critical and emerging
technology, and climate
change, for the two countri-
estodeepen cooperation on.

Just before the elections
in UK, Lammy had critici-
sed the then ruling Conser-
vative govt for failing to clo-
sethe trade deal and said he
intended to getthe itdoneas
soon as possible.

"My message to finance
minister Sitharaman and
minister Goyal is that Labo-
ur is ready to go. Let’s final-
ly get our free trade deal do-
neand moveon,” he said.

The Daily Telegraph qu-
oted a source in New Delhi
as saving the Indian side
would seek clarity on whet-
her the Labour govt intends
to pick things up from whe-
re they were left off or start
afresh in some way.

NSHM Business School

MBA WITH
INTERNATIONAL
STUDY TOUR

MALAYs|a  Otudent exchange programme with
U UNIVERSITY  the opportunity to gain global
exposure through a study tour in
Malaysia. This immersive experience
includes live classroom sessions,
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industry visits and faculty-led teaching
in association with Malaysia University
of Science and Technology, established
in collaboration with Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, USA.
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» Partnership with Calcutta Management Association offers valuable
insights through live case studies and interactive learning, led by
industry professionals

» Collaboration with the National Entrepreneurship Network empowers
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support for business plans, and hands-on training
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NSHM Knowledge Campus, Kolkata
[Established by H.C.G, Charitable Trust)
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[Formerly 124, BL. Saha Road)
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v Fund & Nutrition v/ Znulngv v Efs.-r:ngra[;:uhu,‘r

& 4 years B A {Huns. & Hons. wnth Hesearch}

Major Subjects -

v English v Geography v Hindi

v'Journalism & Mass
Communication with Film
Studies as Minor

» 3 years B.A (Multidisciplinary)
[Formerly known as B.A (Genl.)]

Core Subjects -

v'Hindi v English v Bengali v History
v Political Science
v Journalism & Mass Communication

**Semesterwise Four / Three years courses of studies with exit option at the end of 2nd / 4th / 6th Semester as applicable

TARA DEVI HARAKH CHAND KANKARIA
JAIN COLLEGE

(Affiliated to University of Calcutta & Accredited by NAAC)
(A Self-financed Govt. approved Minority Institution run-under the auspices of Shree S. S. Jain Sabha)

Special Scholarship for MERITORIOUS STUDENTS ® For details visit our College Website : ©@ www.thkjaincollege.ac.in
6, Ram Gopal Ghosh Road, Cossipore, Kolkata - 700 002

© % 98313 78911, 98313 68911, 97487 68911 | thkjaincollege@gmail.com

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)
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The West | Power Dﬂnlopnﬂnt Corporation Limited

Govl. of Wes Enterprise)
No. U401 wmmmm
Bandel | Power Station

P.0. Tribeni, Dist. - Hooghly, Pin - 712503

Notice Inviting E-Tender
Ref. No.: WBPDCL / Tend -Adv/24-25/BTPS/CC-2059

Corporate lde

Date: 16.07.2024

NIT No.: WBPDCL /BTPS/NIT/E2422/24-25
E-Tenders in prescribed trmat are invited at https://wblenders.gov.in by the General Manager,
ETP&WEFDELhm Cmﬁd mE[Hm}Pﬂnhld
1, il Cooled, Transformer for

of 500kVA, 3.3kV/43

CAPEX- 2024-25 Tandar mant Dﬂﬂﬂlﬂd Slart Date: 24.07.2024 at 15:00 hrs. Bid
Submission End Date: 16.08.2024 at 16:00 hrs. Contact Person: Mrs. Ranjana Bhaduri,
Add. General Manager (M&C). Phone: 033 2681 2311, E-mail: purﬂxasa_bmag:bpdd

For detaiis pleasa wisit: hitps:/'wbtenders.gov.in

ICA-T12073{3)/2024

for ‘Procurement
1 Sub-Station under

ooin

ahTaterg satervrrdt sifies, wnfrfa. woe ween, ssaw
NIT No., 04/2024-25 feaier:-12.07.2024
Motice Inviting Bid

Bids for “Varous Road's & Bullding Construction, Renewal, Strengthening YWorks in
various schemes in District Udaipur (Raj.) are invited from interested bédders upto §.00 PM,
Dated D808 2024 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on (he procurement portal
[htip:flerpc.rajasthan.gov.in, http./fsppp.raj.nic.in) of the Rajasthan and
hitp:'pend. rajasthan.govin website. The approxamate value of the procurement is Rs. BET.00
Lacs.

HIB -PWD2425A0739

UBN No. 1= (PWD2425WS0B0ZE2E)
UBH Mao. 2 -- (PWD2425WS0B02826)
UEHN Mo. 3 - (PWD2425W50B02EIT)
UBN MNo. 4 - (PWD2425WS0B0ZE2E)
UEH Mo. 5 - (PWD2425W50B0282)

DIPRICI61 65/ 2024

wE -261

Your's faithfully

Sd/-

(Kapil Kumar Awasthy)
Executive Engineer
Public Works Department
Dn. Kotra Udaipur

HOOGHLY RIVER BRIDGE COMMISSIONERS
St. Georges Gate Road, Kolkata-21
Telefax no : 033-2248-6787
Abridged N.l.eT NO.: HRBC/JPM(W)/KR/03/24-25
Online bid is invited by J.P.M (Works), HRBC for 01 (One) No work
for 1) Repair, replacement & maintenance of gap slab of
Vidyasagar Setu. Bid submission starting will be on 23/07/2024 at
01.00 PM. Last date of submission of bid (online) will be on

07/08/2024 at 12:30 PM. Other details may be seen from the website
http:/letender.wb.nic.in & www.hrbc.in.

o

Sd/-
Joint Project Manager (Works)

The West Bengal Power Developm Emc’grrlpumﬁun Limited
A Govt. of West Bengal

No, U40104WB19855GC039154
Thermal Power

P.0. Monigram, P.S. Sagardighi, Dist. - M Pin - 742237

Notice Inviting E-Tender

Rel. No.: WBPDCL / Tend - Adv/24-25/SqTPP/CC- 2061 Date: 16.07.2024

NIT No.: WBPDCL /SGTPP/NIT/E2717/23-24 Dated : 04.01.2024
-Tnndnrs In prescribed lormat are invited at hitps.//wbtenders.gov.in by the General

Hanager PP, WBPDCL from eligible Agencies/Companies in three (03) Part bid

am for el'm:! & Insulation Work during Overhauling of Unit-4, SgTPP".

Corporaie |

ender Document [Imlrnlnnd Start Date: 23.07.2024 at 10:00 hrs. Bid Submission
End Date: 31.01.2024 at 15:00 hrs. Contact Person: Mr. Manas Mallick, AGM (M&C).
Mobile: 8336903847. E-mail: m.mallick@wbpdcl.co.in For details please visit:
hﬂps:.‘mhﬂnﬂmpgw.m

ICA-T12043(2)/2024

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited
coan ot o estow ol

E-mail ;- acejaipurd. pwd-rjl acezongii@yahoo.com

Additional Chief Engineer PW.D. Zone-ll, Jaipur
PWD Campus, Jacob Road, Jaipur
Phone 0141-2226537 Ex.:-299 pate- 16/07/24

Short-Term NIB NO-04/PMGSY/2024-25

Bids for 01- No. Package for Renewal of Rural Roads Jaipur District
are invited from interested bidders upto 12-00 Noon on 29-07-2024 Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(hitp://eproc rajasthan.gov.in, http/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state;
http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in and htip://pmgsytendersraj.gov.in.The
approximate value of the procurement is Ks. 397.795 lacs. Sdl-

UBN.PWD2425WS0B02992 Addl. Chief Engineer
DIPR/C/6296/2024 PWD Zone-ll, Jaipur

File No-982

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer, PWD, Zone, Ajmer

& Metro Railway, Kolkata

E-Tender Motice is invited by Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/RS/C,
Dum Dum Car Depot Complex, Metro Railway, Kolkata-700 090 for
and on behalf of the President of India for the following work:
Name of work: Blowing of Equipment by outside agency in BHEL
Make AC (MRE300) Rakes during schedule inspection for two years.
Tender Value: ¥ 3,19,745.40; Earnest Money: ¥ 6,400/-; Date
and Time of closing: Up to 15.00 hrs. (IST) of 28.08.2024. Notice
Board Address: Office of the Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/RS/C,
at the above mentioned address. Website particulars:
https.:flwww.ireps.gov.in.
E-Tender No. MR-EL-RS-NOA-0OT-23-24-06R1

Follow us at: B /metrorailwaykol €) /metrorailkolkata
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JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004
Date : 20.07.2024

i
No.: JDA/EE-9/2024-25/757

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No.: JOA/EE-9 024-2
Online Bids are invited up-to 06:00 PM of 29.07.2024 for "Road side
plantation including 2 years maintenance in zone 9, 10, 14, 1DA Jaipur"
Estimated cost Rs. 236.00 Lacs. Details may be seen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the website of State Public Procurement
Portal www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN No.: JDA2425WSOB00170
To participate in the bid, bidder has to be :-
A. Registered on IDA website www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in. For
participating in the Bid, the Bidder has to apply for the Bid and pay the
Bidding Document Fee & RISL Processing Fee online only and Bid
Security declaration stamp.
B. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of Government of Rajasthan
www.eproc.rajasthan.gowv.in for online e-Bid submission,

Raj, Samwad/C/2024-25/ 2614 Executive Engineer-9

o

(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

@ TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

Me.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennal-600008, Phone:2B191830/ 28190259, Fax: D44 -Z28190636

No.:-ACE/AJTECH/F2(30A-NIT)/2024-2025/D-1245  Date:-15.07.2024 E-Tender Notice _ :
Bakreswar Thermal Power Pl'ﬂ NIBE No ‘-PWDE#ESAD?IET }m Reference Mo. (STM/DT/01/E-TENDER- Sl. Online Tender na. / Rate Contract (RC) No./ item with gty./ sale Period Pre hid Last date Opening
P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - TETIN E Notice Inviting Bid No, 04/2024-2025 59/042/2024 & Tender ID : . __Document Cost Submission
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER ; T e i i 2024 _HFW_715918_1 Dated- Tender No.E1185/VEN/KCS5H/ TNMSC/ENGG/ 2024, 2307202410 | 30072024 | nRo8 2024 | DROS.2024
Ref No.: WBPDCL /Tend-Ady/24-25/BKTPP/CC-2066 Date: 16.07.2024 _ Bids for 01 No. ROB Work (EPC MODE) are invited from IﬂtEFEEtEd 23.07.2024) is invited by the Director, dt:19.07.2024- Pulmanary Ventilator Parameter Manitaring seanin | tinoane | 1igoas. | 1200 Moo
HIT No.: WBFDELJ"BI{TPF.’H |TJ'E3T4I:| /24-25 bidders upto 6.00 PM on Tuesday 06 August 2024. Other particulars of School of Tropical Medicine, 108 C R Systern {10] & High End ICU Ventilator (25] - Rs 5,725/
WEPDCL fom Agencies/ Companies in 2 Pan bid syslem for of 33KV Potential |  |(http:/leproc.rajasthan.gov.in, hitp://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the State;and DI PR Procurement of Vaccine for Department L Lt HL?EEﬁiEﬁ?ﬂiﬁﬂwﬂﬁ T —
Transformer for Ipm Double Circuit Line at EhTFFﬁ under EM-OPH Dept.”, Tender |  |departmental website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs, of ID&AM, 5TM. Technical & Financial t:19.07,2024- Interventiona Mult System Video Endoscogy | 22072024 1o | 01082024 | 09.08.2004 | 09.08.2024
Document Download Start Date: 15.07.2024 at 13.00 hws. Bid Submission End Date: 05.08.2024|  |3614.06 Lacs. Sd/- gﬁfua?rijgﬂ e F'mf :: il g at o Systen (5) - is.3,435/- ' 08.08.2024 | 1100AM | 11.004M | 12.00 Noan
at 14:00 hrs. Contact Person: Mr. Sumit Dasgupta, Dy. General Manager, HOD (Purchase Depit i at 12: . For detatls : -
BKTPS, WBPDCL. Mobile: 11_5.“-;:;‘5_ ooin/purchase wp ) UBN No.:-PWD2425WLOB02784 {"u".Elf 'f;‘"] please visit : wwwwbtender& gov.in ,-" ET;E;;‘ ;;ﬂiﬁg‘ﬁ?ﬂ;”gSéjizﬁﬂiﬁ:;m on Systern | 23072024 to | 01082024 | 09.08.2024 | 09.08.2024
For details please visit: hitps:/'wbtenders.gov.in ICA-T12029(2)/2024 Additional Chief Engineer, I mma (2] Rs.5.725- 0B.0R2024 | 11.30AM | 110048 | 12,00 Noon
DIPRIC/e131/2024 PWD, Zone, Ajmer. ICA- T11997(3)2024 i Aty gﬁfjﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬁ;ﬂ resiuray | 2507202810 | 02082024 | 28.08.2004 | 28.08.2024
e = ' 27.08.2024 | 1100AM | 1100AM | 12.00 Noon
The West I Power Development ralinn Limited ~ 855,725/
Wﬂﬁfﬂh Identity No. ummwmmsmm H.Y, L \ " . 81:15.07.2024- E-arm Compatible OT Table (58) — Rs.5,725/- 13082004 | 17.004M | 110048 | 12.00 Noon
oot Tharmal P Pro : : i TE MDE R MJT ICE N 1_1 C UN'.!I_.‘.:#- RC Tender No,E1191/CEN/RE/TNMSCENGG/ 2024, dt-19,07.2024-| 30.07.2020 10 | 06.08.2024 | 14.08.2004 | 14.08 2004
P i‘.‘.l BKTPP, Dist. EI’rrbhumF s %1 04 mﬁmmqaﬁmmmmﬁmmw MAY/03 DATED: 13-05-2024 Refrigaratad Centrifuge (13) & Vartex Miser {14] - Rs.5,725/- 13082024 | 1130AM | 11.00AM | 12.00Noan
= n, " C 4wl has beos d RC Tender No.E1192/EVE/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2024, dt-19.07.2024- | 31.07.2024 to | 07.08.2024 | 20.08.2024 | 20.08.2024
Ref No.: WBPDCL /T ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂ% .ErgﬁEFl Date: 16.07.2024 o1 T2 7. 3, TR BT & HIA, HTer agarr?srlngETr;r:]ur:f H:s EEISDF;EI;L:IEI;J ® | operatiog Microscnpe Low End (13)- Rs 3,435/ i TR e R, S U i
L5 I an = i - iy 4 ; T ; ME, 08, ;
NIT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3171/24-25 ﬁwrsz . www.mpscsc.mp.gﬂv.ln BLT/2024/07, For details please wvisit 49 E,E;iﬁh:&;ﬂﬁgﬁ:fﬁ;’;ﬁ?EHGEHDM' QI 200 aiﬂﬂﬂf {:?]Flfnlﬂl&f:' 2:31?;325;4 121?% Sgi‘:
E- Tenders in prescribed formatl are imviled al hifps/fwbtenders.gov.in by the General Managar - ‘ﬁ?-l' . o WWW.ireps.gov.in RECT, Mo E1194 E/RC/TNMSE ENGE 2024,
BETPF, WEBPDCL from Elllgtblﬂ Agencies ﬂﬂ“"ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ in 2 Part bid Si'ﬂ?m or “pmm“nﬁl{ af é’ : mpsese@gmail.com Chief Engineer/Con, 5 10 dt::l;ﬁ;[l;- ;aii:![sii?mﬂi:gnhrgs:nw;{t{nﬁ} and ”i;ﬁg;ﬂf ﬂfiulfﬁlf:f ?f;f::f Eﬁjm
3;“5:'”“‘“%{;:&“;4 oo 'ﬁ*ﬂﬂf 1";1";’?“2‘%{‘55'1 gﬂmgﬂalgfsﬁgf" St ‘Eﬁ&. T/ ITFRl-Ta=1/2024-25/387  wrare, B 21.07.2024 HDHTHEAET IER RAILWAY Instruments for Hip Surgery (5] - Rs.5.725/: s i) Ko e
08,08, Eﬂﬂimaul 12:00 hs. Contact Person: Mr, Sumit Dasgupta. Dy, Generalmuamgl ar HOD . = (Construction Organisation) qp |FC Tender W E1195/MO0NRCTNMSCENGGS 2024, 01.08.2024 10 | 08.08.2024 | 21.08.2024 | 21.08.2024
% . iy i 3 m‘;‘:rq' = drving gr:19.07,2024- Multdpara Manitar {213] - Re 5, 725/- 20,08 2024 11,30 AM 1100 &% 13,00 Maan
{Purchase Daptt}, SkTF'S, WEPDCL. Mobile: 5338003911 E-mai: s.dssquptagiwbpdol.coln) Mekehi chd &d HelHehlc ARSE] RC Tender No.E1196/HTPCA/RC/TNMSC/ENGG, 2024, 02.08.2024 o | 09.08.2024 | 22.08.2024 | 12082004
purchase_bk £on For datails pleass visit: hitps:/'whienders.gov.in ) : 1
TG0 ; ) d1:19.07.2024- Real Time PCR (36] = Rs.5,725/- 21082024 | 1100AM | 1100AM | 12.00Maon
meTyeTl & Wi foel % i wme EE WSS Ug v RC Tendar No.E1197/RAD-Consumables/AC/TNASC] ENGG/Z02Y, | 05 08 o074 1 | 06 08 2020 | 22082008 | 72 08 228
A TE N D E R 13 |1:19.07.2024- Fixing rate contract for Radiotherapy Consumables | ~2- =t o % | E 2 it | Sttt | 1300 Moan
S-30/31 SNTHT 8000 HZH Werd U A9 24 U 99l =2 — 55,725/
- r "'\J \\a - Lk -
o : - : : RC Tender Mo £1198/SCOPE/AC, THIVISC, ENGG/ 2074, 02.08.2024 1o | 09.08.2024 | 22.08.2024 | 22.08.2024
Fferareil @ stiens Fiear s st 21 ffEer aom, sEan N OTICE M- | t:19.07.2024. Sigmoidoscope {5) - 85.5,725/- 21082024 | 1200 Noon | 11.00AM | 12.00 Hoan

@ Frates i e e 5 e st favum da seam
TTUTH- 0294 — 2481538 F-WH- ace.uda.phed@rajasthan.gov.in

WHI- Y. A/, /2024-25 3728-35-3737  femiEi-15.07 /2024

5 - Fafaay Jern A 21202425
I T it fasm = 3y & wdi e fasdteng § ' fenfae 2= & wem
T A9 E B ATE (A v WA ey & - e wem 21/ 2024 25 feAw
18-07-2024 W:10.00 74 | oA 16-08-2024 HiT 6.00 F= 7 AT T A6
faz & wefus woem AR UEEREHEZ 9P hitp:/feproc. rajasthan.govin 9
hitp://sppp._ral nic in T S8 3 TS R

Sdi-
0. T - { wire = A )
sifafra g g
NIT No. 21/24-25UBN No. PHE2425WLOB02891 | ey serressy srfirerifirsst e
DIPR/C/62T7/2024 i Ty

U 9T geATfE FE http://mptenders.gov.in o, 2T AT A 2
FAiened fafas g o & sife fafer 12.08.2024 stz 3 79
AR TUT AT A4 =t sifaw fafer 12.08.2024 |77 5 = 76 w5711
fferaT FriFT UF qul FETES FUAEE F GEEE www.mpsese.
mp.gov.in T @1 ST HFal 2| =1 gears v ffeer afwn
AT F & Halfed T Henfd 7 ST & fore i Ja
0755-2677847 W HI% 3 0 8l

HY. HIEAH/115477/2024 HETT R (JTahT)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PASCHIM BANGA GO-SAMPAD BIKASH SANSTHA
(A GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL ORGANIZATION)

e-Tenders are invited by the Chief Executive Officer, PBGSBS, Salt Lake, Kolkata-
F00106 for the following:
-
Dastriotion of Rams J Wik Bigl sulirmabidban | Bd suilbrmiasion
Slarns on Cloess O
Supply of Digital Auoclese, Digital Hot Ar Oven & incubator at
hf:'i_‘lﬂ # wrmwn production Labeegtory fom Goost a2 Harnghsts
Nadia

23073029 J0LOT 2024

Supphy ol pil Fleder, Eigitnl Welghing afance, Magnetic Shirrer
B Y Staviliper a1 Begicnal Semen praduction Lalssratory 5o
Goat o1 Maringhata, Masdia

23.07.3024 I007.2074

Supphy ard installation o Laminar A Flaw ot Kegional Semen

productian Laboratory lar Goat at Harirghata, Nadia 23.07.2024

30.07.2074

Lupphy ard irstallabon of Dynamic B Static Pass Bos ot Aegeonal

23.07.3074 ALOT. A

_u;-mnl prolucElen | ;l,m I|||r_|rl|l |r|r ,_.l_'..il J‘I Far |r|||'|:||a Masslhia

| 5u|-|1|'|- of Phase Contrau -'-.-'an:-'.mpr with Hot Fate at Ragisnal

Semen production Laboratary for Sost a1 Haringhata, Naddia 0. 08, 2014

20072024
The detailed e-MNIT may be obtained from the e-Tender Portal:
hitp:/ fwhbtenders, gowv.in Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, PB.G.5.B.5.

ICa- T11995{ 32024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

/0 the Superintending Engineer, PWD
South-Western Electrical Circle,
Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani, Midnapur-721101
MOTICE INVITING E-QUOTATION
Mo, - WEPWD/SE/SWEC/NIOQ23/2024-25 Tender ID:
2024 WEPWD 717232 1 Last date of submission of bid - 27.07.2024 up to
12:00Hrs  Name OF Work: SITC of silent DG set, UPS and AC machines alongwith
related El work within the campus of Government Fish Technology Station (G.FT.5)
at Junput in the dist of Purba Medinipur— Electrical Installation with allied works
& Motice Inviting e-Quotation No.—  WEBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ24/2024-25 Tender
10:; 2024 WEBEPWD_717234 1 Last date of submission of bid ;- 27.07.2024 up to
12:00Hrs Mame Of Wark: SITC of silent DG set, UPS and AC machines alongwith
refated El work within the campus of Gowvernment Fish Technology Station
[G.FT.5) at Junput in the dist of Purba Medinipur— SITC of Air-Conditioning
machines & Motice Inviting e-Quotation No, —  WEBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ25/2024
25 Tender I1D:2024 WEBPWD_717235_1 Last date of submission of bid :-
27.07.2024 up to 12:00Hrs  Mame Of Work: SITC of sifent DG set, UPS and AC
machines alongwith refated El work within the campus of Government Fish
Technology Station [G.ET.S) at Junput in the dist of Purba Medinipur-- 5ITC of
Diesel Generator Set & Motice Inviting e-Cuotation Mo, -
WEBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ26/2024-25 Tender ID: 2024 WBPWD_717237_1Last
date of submission of bid .- 27.07.2024 up to 12:00Hrs  MName Of Wark: SITC of
silent DG set, UPS and AC machines alongwith related El work within the campus of
Government Fish Technology Station (G.FT.5) at Junput in the dist of Purba
Medinipur-- SITC of UPS Further details can be seen in the above mentioned
office during working hours or in Official Website www.pwdwb.gowin  For all
details  and online tender submission wisit  hittps:/fwhtenders.gowin Sd/-
5E,5WEC, PWDte. ICA-T12072(3)/2024

RASHTRIYA RAKSHA UNIVERSITY

(An Institution of National Importance)
Pioneering National Security and Police University of India

NOTICE FOR E-TENDER OF Construction of
Artificial Climbing and Rappelling Wall
The Rashtriya Raksha University is inviting
E-Tender for Construction of Artificial Climbing
and Rappelling Wall from interested bidders
(From all over India) vide this advertisement.
Interested bidders from all over India can
download and submit tender document from
the website hitps://eprocure.gov.infeprocure/
app from Dt. 18/07/2024 at 14:00 hrs. Any

other mode of submission shall not be
entertained.
INF-559-2024-25 - Registrar

EASTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING E-AUCTION

E-Auction Notice No. COM/PUB/HWH/RDN/LOCO, dated : 19.07.2024.
E-Auction is invited by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern
Railway, Howrah, 4th Floor, Rail Yatri Niwas Building, near Howrah station,
Howrah-711101 for awarding contract of Commercial Publicity Rights :
Catelogue No. : HWH-RDN-LOCOQ-4. Auction Start Date & Time :
05.08.2024 at 11.00 hrs. Seq. No.; Lot No. and Description are as follows
. AAM; ADVT-HWH-HWH-05D-94-23-1 and Installation, operation and
maintenance of Digital Passenger Reservation Chart Board Kiosk at
Howrah Station (PF-9) with scope of commercial advertisements on 50:50
time/space sharing basis for a period of five (05) years. AAfZ; ADVT-
HWH-LLH-0O5D-119-24-1 and Awarding contract for supply, installation,
operation and maintenance of Dual Display Fare Repeater system (DDFRS)
at Passenger Reservation System (PRS) counters & Unreserved Ticketing
system (UTS) counters with provision of Dynamic BHIM UPI QR code at
Stations under Cluster - 1 (Liluah, Belur, Bally, Dankuni, Uttarpara, Konnagar,
Rishra & Srirampur as detailed in Annexure - [} of Howrah Division with
scope of commercial advertisements for a period of three (03) years.
AA(3; ADVT-HWH-SHE-OSD-120-24-1 and Awarding contract for supply,

For details visit wwrwitenders.tn.gowin and THMEC website www.tnmsctn.gowin
DIIPRAZS00 Tander 2024

General Manager [Equipment)

Quotations are invited

(http://www.buruniv.
ac.in) for research
consumables from SERB
project, Pl, Dept. of
Biotech, Burdwan Univ.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, Southern
Cirche, Social Sector, PW. Dte. invites
anline e-tender for the work of "New
Construction (Civil Work) of [G+3)
building for NTS, Ashokenagar S5tate
General Hospital, Morth 24 Parganas Fire
fighting with sprinkier and hydrant
system.” eMNIT Mo, D5/SESCS5PWD of
2024--2%, Teander ld:
2024 WEBPWD_ 717421 1. Bid
Submission Start Date {online):
26.07.2024 at 032.00p.m. Bid Submission
Closing Date (online): 16.08.2024 upto
03.00p.m. Corrigendum if any will be
published in the website only, Details of
N.IT. and Tender Documents may be
downloaded from
hitps://whtenders govin 5d/- SE 5C 55
PWDte, ICA-T12067(3) /2024

August, 2024.

No.09/ wisfiio RERa {3memeil-06/2021/......

For further detalls please visit ;
www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar
PR- 004404 (Urban ) 2024-25

Urban Development and Housing Department

1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New Secretariat, Patna-800015

govt otpmar [ TEl:0612-2215580: Fax: 2217059: Email: urbansec-bih@nic.in, tcpobihar@gmail.com)

https://state bihar.gov.in/urban
/Up&HD, Patna

Applications are invited for the appointment to the post of Member in the Real
Estate Regulatory Authority, (RERA) Bihar, established with the provisions of Sections 20, 21, 22,
23 and 24 of the Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016.

The Member of the Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), Bihar shall hold office
for a term not exceeding 5 years from the date on which they enter upon their office, or until they
attain the age 65 years, whichever is earlier and shall not be eligible for reappointment. The
Chairperson of RERA, Bihar shall perform such duties and functions and exercise such powers as
provided under the aforementioned Act and the Bihar Real Estate (Regulation and Development)
Rules, 2017, made thereunder. The Head office of the Authority is at Patna.

For complete information on eligibility criteria, term of office, salary and allowances
payable, Application form and other details, the interested persons may visit and download the
same from the Department's website https://state.bihar.gov.in/urban under the Notice board
and Recruitment links. The last date for receipt of applications complete in all respects is 12

Project Officer-Cum-Additional Director,
Urban Development & Housing Department,
Bihar, Patna.
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Government of West Bengal 0-131 WAL ooy Cracimai.ecny
Sumangalam Home for Boys GOVT. OF ODISHA
Bhnancc. Bakira OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
: RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR
Niet No, 01/E/SKH/2024 Dt. B t Notice for Road Work der DMF
22/07/2024 under Sumangalam OFOUHERIINGIN e L i - Lkl E':
Home for Boys No. 2370 / Date : 18-07-2024
Sealed e-Tenders are .inuﬂgd hl.'l" 1. Mama of the work o Eﬂ:ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬂf roads under DMF fior the FinancialYear 2024-
the Superintendent, 2. No. of work 11 (Eleven) Nos.
sumangalam Home for 3. Estimated Cosl - A per Annexure in NIT
supplying of Dietary, Clothing, 4, Class of Contractor (Eligible) - Ag per Annexure in NIT
: . 5. Period of Completion - As per Anmsxure in NIT.
E-Egdlﬁg -Ell"lﬂg SUE: UIhE; Hﬂéﬂ‘EE G. Drher delaiks = A par Ansdsure in NIT
o Sumangalam Home for Boys : , 0222 | pue 8 Tore o e
for the period of one year, Other |  Bu " :a: " e 00 AW Mﬁm:?“
details will be available in the P Cfcer o e
: Mo From To T Technical Bid | Financial Bid
office of the undersigned on any - . 5 3 z Tk - B
‘“’“”‘".”9 Hays:And msn. i ﬂ_}E Chief Engineer, NCB-09/ | DL2507.324 | DLOSOB.24 | DLOTO824 | DL09.08.24 Will be
website www. bankura.gov.in, Rural Works Circle, RWCHKIR | at up to up to at intimated
For further details please visit Keonjhar 202425 | 11.00AM. | 500PM. | S00PM | T100AM. later
the Government Website: vl- Furihar details can be seen from the websie: wwwtandarsnnm;a gov.in
http://wbtenders.gov.in. G o
Sdl= R.W. Circle, Keanjhar.
Superintendent, OIPR-25177/11/0013/24-25
sumangalam Home for Boys
Kharikasuli, Morar, Bankura M-17
Memo No-447 VADV DICOIBNK OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

FISHERY ENGINEERING DIVISION, CUTTACK

installation, operation and maintenance of Dual Display Fare Repeater

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Regd. Office : Vidyut Bhavan, Block-D4, Sector-1l, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700 041
CIN : 4D T09WB20075GC 1 13473, www whsedclin
WBSEDCL invites e-Tenders as follows:
1) NIT Mo.: BHND/E-TENDER/24-25/566, Dt.: 15.07.2024 of the Divisional Manager, Bhangar
Division, WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: 2 38,23 469,65 for ‘Laying and dressing of 17 kV 3X300 sq. mm,

XLPE cable for drowf of new 17 k¥ feeder for providing quality pewer to 00 Office, Traffic Guard Office &
Traffic Signal of Kolkata Podice inder Bhangar 33,71 kW Sub-Station under Shangar Divisian, WESERCL

2) NIT No.: RM/DDRO/CETENDER/2024-25/02, Dr.: 11.07.2024 of the Regional Manager, Dakshin
Dinajpur Region, WBSEDCL, Estimated Cost: 7 19,713,050/~ for Construction of approach road from
the gutside (NH-512) main road to the internal approach wiy towaeds unigdpur Divisional Office Compus
along with providing arrangement of cilver? aiang the (newly created) enfrance gateway fo Buniodpur
Divisianal (fice Campus, construction of security goomty, cor parking space and other affied civil wirks
o the premises of Buniadpur 3311 kY Sub-Station under Buniadpur Division, WBSEDCL

3) NIT No.: DDROVE-TENDER/E 2024-25/02, Dt.: 12.07.2024 of the Regional Manages, Dakshin
Dinajpur Region, WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: T 12,317,833/ for 2 Call for conversian of HTOM 33 kIf
& 11 kV feeder network info underground system on the premises of Bunfadpur 33777 kU Sub-Station
under Buriadpar Division, WESEDCL
4) NIT No.: BHND/E-tender/2024-25/576, Dt.: 16.07.2024 of the Divisional Manager, Bhangar
Division, WBSEDCL, Estimated Cost: ¥ &, 30,000/~ for Supply & deffvery of 350 nos, 6! 17 kV V-bracker
fov PCC pote Bm Jong, 350 nos. 61 17 kY top adapter for PCC pote 8m Jong, 250 nos. G 17 kY V-bracket
| for PCC pode Smlong & 150nes, &1 17 kY tapadapter for PCC pode Smilog fo Bhangar Diviston, WESEDCL
ICA-T12020{1)/2024
Far details, visit https://whtenders.gov.in & www.whsedcl.in

WBIFDLL

VAISHAL PATLIPUTRA DUGDH UTPADAK SAHKARI SANGH LIMITED

(Patna dairy Project)
Feeder Balancing dairy Complex, PHULWARISHARIF, Patna, BO1505
(Phones: 2252553, 2252542, 2251622, Fax: D612-2250 325
E-Mail-vpmu.engg@gmail.com | GST no, T0AAAAVES6I81EV

iting Tender
{Through e-tendering mode only on website- www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in}

NIT No.: VPMU:ENGG:C\W:2836 Date :20.07.2024
1.0 Name & address of advertiser : Managing Director, VAISHAL PATLIPUTRA DUGDH UTPADAK
SAHKARI SANGH LTD. (VPMLU). Patna Dairy Project, Feeder Balancing Dairy Complax,
PHULWARISHARIF, Paina-801505 2.0 Start date of bid submission : From 25.07 2024 (Thursday)
through afove website, 3.0 Date & time of pre bid meeting : 01.08.2024 {Thursday) from 11.00AM up 1o
17.00 Hours at VAISHAL PATLIPUTRA DUGDH UTPADAK SAHKAR| SANGH LTD. (VPMU), Patna Dairy
Project, Fesder Balancing Dairy Compésx, PHULWARISHARIF, Paina-801505 4.0 End date & time for
bid submission/uploading : 16.08.2024 [Friday} up to 17.00 hours on www.eprocZ.bihar.gov.in
5.0 End date & time as allowed in tender document for Physical document submission : 15082024
(Monday} up to 15.00 Hours al VAISHAL PATLIPUTRA DUGDH UTPADAK SAHKART SANGH LTD.
(VPMLI), Patna Dairy Project, Feeder Balancing Dairy Complex, PHULWARISHARIF, Patna-B01505
6.0 Date Time & Place of opening of Techno commercial bid (Bid part-1) ; 19.08 2024 {Monday) uplo
1700 Hrs. on www.eprocZ. bibar.gov.in 7.0 Date & time of opening of price bld : Cate & time will bea
cormmunicated ialer subsequent to approval of lechne commercial bid, Place www.aproc2. bihar.gov.in
E.0 Bid validity ; 180 Days (One hundred eighty days) 9.0 Details of work is as given below:

81 |Name of the work/item |Eg|:}m;u£ Cost of tander Eamest | Bid processing [Completion
[Me. amount | documenttobe |money to bel fees to be paid | Period
paid through on depnsl:edbﬂl through online
line (Non refundable) [Mon refundable)

A | Supply, Installalion, testing | Rs 1575 Rs 500000  |Rs 3200000| AsperEproc? | 6 (3ix)
and commissioning of| Lakh wedsile Moriths
Crate washer without dner
of 1200 CPH cagacity as
per lechmecal spacification

11.0 For participation in the above e- lender process the bidders ane requined to get themszalves registerad
a5 per details given al www.eproc2. bihar.gov.in an that the user 1D, Password and digital signalures are
issued fo them. 12.0 Tender Document can be seen and purchased on website
www.eproc bihar.gov.in. Any modificationiamendment in tander will be nobfied on e-portal. The
undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason.
Managing Direcior

System (DDFRS) at Passenger Reservation System (PRS) counters &
Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) counters with provision of Dynamic
BHIM UPI QR code at Stations under Cluster - 2 (Sheoraphuli, Baidyabat,
Bhadreswar, Mankundu, Chandannagar, Chuchura & Tarakeswar as
detailed in Annexure - |) of Howrah Division with scope of commercial
advertisements for a period of three (03) years. AA/4; ADVT-HWH-BDC-
0SD-121-24-1 and Awarding contract for supply, installation, operation
and maintenance of Dual Display Fare Repeater System (DDFRS) at
Passenger Reservation System (PRS) counters & Unreserved Ticketing
System (UTS) counters with provision of Dynamic BHIM UPI QR code at
Stations under Cluster - 3 (Bandel, Nabadwip Dham & Katwa as detailed
in Annexure-l) of Howrah Division with scope of commercial adverlisements
for a period of three (03) years. AA/S; ADVT-HWH-PDA-OSD-122-24-
1 and Awarding contract for supply, installation, operation and maintenance
of Dual Display Fare Repeater System (DDFRS) at Passenger Reservation
System (PRS) counters & Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) counters.
with provision of Dynamic BHIM UPI QR code at Stations under Cluster-
4 (Pandooah, Memari, Barddhaman, Bolpur & Rampurhat as detailed in
Annexure-1) of Howrah Division with scope of commercial advertisements
for a period of three (03) years. ABM; ADVT-HWH-HWH-0O5N-123-24-
1 and Awarding contract for Commercial Publicity Right through LED
FLANGE at platform no.1 to 7 & platform no. 17 to 23 of Howrah Railway
Station for a period of 03 years. AB/2; ADVT-HWH-BZL-0OSN-22-22-1
and Awarding confract of Commercial Publicity Rights at Belanagar Station.
AB/3; ADVT-HWH-DNHL-0SN-35-22-1 and Awarding contract of
Commercial Publicity Rights at DHANIAKHALI HALT Station. AB/4; ADVT-
HWH-GRAE-OSN-38-23-1 and Awarding contract of Commercial Publicity
Rights at Gurap station. AB/5; ADVT-HWH-KCY-OSN-52-22-1, and
Awarding contract of Commercial Publicity Rights at Kaichar station. For
ACM; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-HWH-95-23-1, AC/2; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-
HWH-96-23-1, AC/3; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-HWH-97-23-1, AC/4; ADVT-
LOCO-HWH-HWH-98-23-1, AC/5; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-HWH-99-23-1,
AC/6; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-HWH-100-23-1, AC/7; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-
HWH-101-23-1, AC/8; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-102-23-1, AC/9; ADVT-
LOCO-HWH-BWN-104-23-1, AC/10; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-105-23-
1, AC/M1M1; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-106-23-1, AC/12; ADVT-LOCO-
HWH-BWN-107-23-1 : Advertisement Rights for displaying of Commercial
Advertisement by way of Branding (by the mean of PU painting) on the
exterior surface of Electrnic Locomotive (WAP-4) primarily maintained by
Howrah Division (Howrah Diesel shed depot) for a period of 03 years.
For AC/13; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-108-23-1, AC/14; ADVT-LOCO-
HWH-BWN-109-23-1, ACM15; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-110-23-1, AC/1E;
ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-111-23-1, ACMT; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-
112-23-1, AC/18; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-113-23-1, AC/19; ADVT-
LOCO-HWH-BWN-114-23-1, AC/20; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-115-23-
1, AC/21; ADVT-LOCO-HWH-BWN-116-23-1, AC/22; ADVT-LOCO-
HWH-BWN-117-23-1 : Advertisement Rights for displaying of Commercial
Advertisement by way of Branding (by the mean of PU painting) on the
exterior surface of Electric Locomotive (WAG- 9) primarily maintained by

Howrah Division (Barddhaman Diesel shed depot) for a period of 03 years.
HWH-178/2024-25
Tender Notice s also available at websites : www.erindianrailways.gowin [ www.ireps.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Email Id: eefedcuttacki{@gmail.com Ph. No.- 0671-2415090

Follow us at : ] @EasternRailway ) @easternrailwayheadquarter

Notice Inviting e-Tender

The District Information &
Cultural Officer, North 24
Parganas, under the Dept. of
I&CA, Govt. of West Bengal
invites e-tender for (1) Publicity
through Permanent Hoarding
(vide NIT no. 2340/DICO/
N24Pgs dt. 22.07.2024, Tender

and Feed

Lahnratura I:I|
ua

EOI No. 3061 Date : 22.07.24
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR

“Procurement of Laboratory Equipment for Soil and Water Quality Analysis,
Fish Disease Diagnosis and Fish Feed Quality Analysis Laboratories”
Executive Engineer (C), Fishery Engineering Division, Cuttack invites sealed bids from
reputed, reglstered experienced and financially sound Supphers.’ Firms for supply of

uipment for Soil and Water Quah% Analysis, Fish Disease Diagnosis
ity Analysis Laboratories. Bidders
of the EQI can access and download the complete EQI Document and other details from
https:/lodisha.gov.in/state-tenders-advertisemeant

The bid calendars under the end-to-end process are ;

ifilling the prescribed eligibility criteria

ID : 2024 ICAD_718938_1. Bid gl

List of Key Events Critical Dates

submission will be started on

Date of Issue of Tender Call Notice

22.07.2024

23.07.2024 (from 12.00 PM) and
will be closed on 07.08.2024

Bid processing Fee (Non-refundable)

Rs. 5000/- + G.5.T 18% = Rs. 5800/-

(up to 3 PM). Details may be

Date for Submission of Bid

26.07.2024 to 07.08.2024 (1:00 PM)
working days only

obtained from the Website:

Date of Gpemng of Technical Eld Document

07.08.2024 (3:00PM)

www.wbtenders.gow.in.

"Date of Opening of Financial Bid Document

08.08.2024 (1:00 PM)

=0 Rl o B ]

Sd/-
District Information &
Cultural Officer,
North 24 Parganas

Bid submission and opening at {Address)

Olo. The Executive Engineer, Fishery
Engineering Division, Cuttack Inside
the campus of Directorate of AH &
VS, Mangalabag, Cuttack - 753001

Memo No.: Z341{3DICON24Pgs, Dt: 22.07 2024

1 IR T T
EASTERN RAILWAXY
E-Tender Notice No.: Engg/Storm
Water/24-25/LLH. E- Tenders ara invited
by Chief Works Manager, C & W
Workshop, Eastern Railway, Liluah,
Howrah-711204 from reputed approved
and eligible contractors of Railways and
those of appropriate list of Dapt. of
Govt./Public sector undertaking for the
under mentionad works:- MName of work:
Open e-tendear for Balance work of
Improvement of drainage system of Liluah

The bid has been invited under dual bid system as Technical Bid and Financial Bid. The bid
complete in all respects must reach the undersigned by Speed Post/Registered Post/Drop
in the Tender Box at Office of the Executive Engineer, Fishery Engineering Division,
Cuttack only latest by 7Tth August 2024 before 1:00 PM in a sealed envelope clearly
mentioning on the top of it “Procurement of Laboratory Equipment for Seoil and Water
Quality Analysis, Fish Disease Diagnosis and Fish Feed Quality Analysis Laboratories”
in which two separate sealed envelope i.e. Technical Bid & Financial Bid shall be kept. The
Bid processing fee of Rs. 5,800/- (Ru
Banker's Cheque/ DD in favour of Executive Engineer (C), Directorate of Fisheries,
Odisha, Cuttack drawn in any scheduled commercial bank payable at Cuttack. The
proposals received beyond the last date and time will be rejected. The authority reserves
the right to reject any/all proposals without assigning any reason thereof.

s Five Thousand Nine hundred) only in shape of

Sd/f-
Executive Engineer
Fishery Engineering Division
Cuttack
OIPR-52010/11/0003/24-25

Workshop in connection with underground
storm water drainage system fo prevent
flooding {Phase-1) in CEW Workshop,
Eastern Railway, Liluah. Tender value:

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH

Rs. 1,60,00,148.97. Earnest Money: Rs. TENDER NOTICE
2.40,000/-, Cost of Tender Document:
Nil. Completion period: 270 days. Date I'ns.lr' Name of Work Bid Suhmfssi_un ﬂperring Teufhninal
and time of closing of tender: D, Schedule (Online) Bid (Online}
12.08.2024 up to 12.00 hrs. The details| | EXECUTIVE ENGINEER - Horticulture Division No. 2
of tender are available at websile 1.| Operation, Maintenance and Watch & Ward of Fountains in
https:/fwww.ireps.gov.in Tenderers various Green Belts /| Parks at various |ocations under the | 22.07.2024 56,07 2024
are requested o submit their ofier an lina jurisdiction of SDE MCPH Sub Division No.19, Chandigarh under | (at 5.30 P.M ) ~ ot
an thg above website. No manual Revenue Head. (Re-invite) To 20 07.2024 11.00 AM
offer will WWGEF"E':‘HIE’E 10912024.95 DNIT Amount : Rs.1,01,98,799/-  Eamest Money : Rs.2,03,976/- | (10.30 A.M.) : e
Tonder N 5 "I-hhu : : Time Limit : Twelve Months
ender Notices are also available at Website
www.er.indianrailways.gov.infwww.ireps.govin CONDITIONS
, - 1. The tender documents will be downloaded by the contractors / bidders from the website
Follow us at : E @Eastemﬂaﬂwa]r Chandigarh.nic.in/Chandigarh.gov./tenders.gov.in EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
O @easternrailwayheadquarter Hort. Divn.No. 2. M.C. Chandigarh

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)
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J&K Security Post Attacked, 2 Injured In Strlkes X

Sanjay Khajuria | T

Jammu: A soldier and a ci-
vilian were wounded when
terrorists simultaneously at-
tacked the house of acivilian
Shauryva Chakra awardee
andanadjacent security post
in Gundah village of Budhal
in J&K's Rajouri around
4.10am Monday, barely 24
hours after Army chief Gen
Upendra Dwivedi's stocktak-
ing visit to flashpoint Jam-
mu. Instantretaliation by the
Army forced the terroriststo
retreat, official sources said.

Theattack was the second
pre-dawn terrorist strike on
a security camp in Jammu
division in less than a week.
Two soldiers were wounded
last Thursday when armed
men attacked the camp
housed in a govt school at
Kastigarh in Doda, the epi-
centre of J&K's latest spurt
of terrorism-linked vio-
lence, including the July
15 shootout in which four
Rashtriya Rifles personnel
were Killed.

Monday’s attack on the
house of Parshotam Kumar,
the Rajouri Village Defence
Guard member who received
a gallantry medal this year
for taking on terrorists, was
carried out by a large group
of terrorists who apparently
split into two groups. with
one of them targeting the se-
curity post nearby.

“An Army column de-

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

4 Bihar youths
drown in Ganga

Bhagalpur: In a tragic inci-
dent, four youths drowned
in a swollen Ganga at Mad-
hurapur Jahaz Ghat in Nau-
gachhia subdivision of Bi-
har’'s Bhagalpur district on
Monday morning, reports
Kumar Rajesh.
Ajointteamof policeand
SDRE with the help of local
divers and boatmen, recove-
red the bodies of Alok Ku-
mar, Shivam Kumar, Sonu
Kumar and Sanju Kumar.
Police said the deceased-
went midstream while ta-
king bath, and were swept
away by the strong currents.

Terror hit on Shaurya
Chakra winner’s home [

Army vehmles patrol Gundha area of Rajouri district after an
encounter between security forces and terrorists on Monday

ployed in the vicinity of the
village rushed tothe spot and
foiled the attack...A cordon-
and-search Was then
launched to track down the
terrorists, triggering a gun-
fight,” an Army source said.
“Three to four militants are
still trapped in the area.”

Civilian Vijay Kumar, a
relative of the Shaurya
Chakraawardee, was wound-
ed in the shootout along with
a soldier whose identity
wasn't disclosed. Both are in
hospital but out of danger,
sources said. Unconfirmed
reports said one of the ter-
rorists injured in the gun-
fight may have died.

The Army’s Nagrota-
based 16 Corps, aka White
Enight Corps, wrote on X,
“#IndianArmy acted on #in-
telligence, anticipating the
threat to a Village Defence
Guard inaremote area in Ra-
jouri - Reasi. Tactical teams
swiftly intervened, ensuring
no harm to the #VDC mem-
berand hisfamily.”

T Heifaaray,

A spokesperson for White
Knight Corps said late Mon-
day that the combing oper-
ation was underway.

Operations spearheaded
by the Army and involving
J&K Police and the Central
Armed Police Forcesarealso
continuing in parts of Doda,
Udhampur, Reasi, Kathua
and Poonch districts.

The Army’'s Udhampur-
based Northern Command
said the ongoing offensive
was meant to eliminate all
“foreign terrorists” who re-
cently infiltrated the Jammu
region.

Sources said terrorist
outfits were now increasing-
ly targeting security posts
between midnight and dawn
as part of a new strategy.
Barring the Billawer Kathua
ambush, all recent attacks
have occurred in the dead of
night.

In the past 32 months, 48
security personnel have been
killed in terrorist strikes
within Jammudivision.

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
a1 PN Reaflerey,

COLLEGE OF HORTICULTURE

CENTRAL AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

— 798 188

THENZAWL, MIZORAM — 796 186

E-mail: dean_cohmz@yahoo.com
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The Fnrd Mutnr Cumpany
sold its first car, the Model A,
to a Chicago dentist for around
$850 on this day in 1903

=i =% HC asks Swamy, Gandbhis to file

notes in National Herald case

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Monday asked BJP MP
Subramanian Swamy and
Congress's Sonia Gand-
hi and Rahul Gandhi to
file short notes on sub-
missions in the Nation-
al Herald case.

Justice Neena Ban-
sal Krishna gave them
four weeks to file the notes
but added that if they werefil-
ed later, they would be accept-
edonly with costs of Rs15,000.
The HC then listed the matter
for Oct 29,

The high court is dealing
with a plea by Swamy against
a trial court’s refusal in Feh
2021 to allow him to lead evi-

dence to prosecute the Gand-
hisand others in the case.

In 2021, it had issued a no-
tice to the Gandhis and some
others— including the late
AICC general secre-
tary Oscar Fer-
nandes, Suman Du-
bey, Sam Pitroda and
the entity Young In-
dia (YI)— to spell out
their stand on Swa-
my's plea and staved proceed-
ings in the case. On Monday,
the HC extended its stay until
the next hearing.

In his plea, Swamy has
spught summoning of some
witnesses with directions
to prove certain documents.

The witnesses include
secretary general (registry

officer) of the Supreme
Court, a deputy land and de-
velopment officer, and a dep-
uty commissioner of the in-
come-tax department.

In a private criminal com-
plaint in the trial court, Swa-
my accused the Gandhis and
the others of conspiring to
misappropriate funds of the
entity that ran the National
Herald newspaper:

Swamy claimed they paid
only Rs 50 lakh, through
which Young Indian Private
Ltd (YI) obtained the right
to recover Rs 90.25 crore that
Associate Journals Lid— the
owner of National Herald
newspaper— owed Congress.
All accused had denied the
allegations.

TT-UA1 Ay J09 &2 /North Eastern Epac:e Applications Centre

HITH HIahTT FG-wernment of India, afAfrar favm JrDEpt of Space

It [Umiam - 793103, EPII_-*-I_-nrMeghalaya
779 [Tel : 0364-2570140

Advt. No.NESAC/RMT-TEMP/WI-01/2024 Date: 23 July 2024

Morth Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC) invites
eligible candidates to attend "Walk-in-Interview" for the
positions of Research Scientist and Junior Research Fellow on
temporary Project Basis at NESAC, Umiam on 05th & 06th
August 2024 at 08:30 AM {Reporting Time).

For detailed advertisement, kindly visit NESAC Website:
www.nesac.gov.in. Corrigendum/addendum, if any, will be
published only in the NESAC website,

Sd/-

Director, NESAC

ADVERTORIAL

DEAR WEEKLY LOTTERY

3 CRORE WON BY

NORTH 24 PARGANAS RESIDENT

held on 25.05.2024. His
winning ticket number is
69H 83510, He has
submitted his prize-winning
ticket along with the prize
claim form to the Nodal
Officer, Nagaland State
Lotteries located at Kolkata.

-Lm}“i-u

BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS

EASTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
Advertisement No. ERO02(STC-SP)/2024

Requirement of Consultant

|. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), a Statutory Body under the administrative control of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Gov. of India, is the National Standards Body of India and is responsible for activities in the field of Standardization,
Product and System Certification, Halimarking, Laboratory Testing etc., in the country

2. BIS offers excellent opportumities to Indian nationals with proven academic credentials, professional achievements, good working
knowledge of Marketing strong communication, interpersonal skills and leadership qualities for engaging with BIS as Consultants
on short-term basis (six months} for Standards Promotion for our seven branch offices under Bureau of Indian Standards Eastern
Regional Office. The details of the advertisement are as follow

Plot No. 7/T, 718, CP Block,
Sector V, Bidhannagar,

Sector V, SaltLake, Kolkata
West Bengal 700091

Tel. : {033) 23670014

Email: ero@bis.gov.in
Websde: hitps:/'www.bis.qov.in

§1, No. Particulars

Description

Remuneration

01 {No. of Positions

2 for each branch office (Kolkata Branch Office-1, Kolkata Branch Office-11, Jamshedpur| A Consolidated

Branch Office, Guwahati Branch Office, Bhubaneswar Branch Office, Raipur Branch Office]  Monthly
& Patna Branch Office) Remuneration
02, | Method of Recrutment | Through Interview at our respective branch offices, “fﬁuﬁf '

03, |Educational
Qualifications

a) Essential Qualification required: M.B.A. (Marketing) or equivalent degree n Mass| Fiftv Thousand
Communication or Masters in Social Work (MSW)

b) Desirable: 1. Proficiency with IT tools (e.g. M5 Otfice). n. Fluency 1n wnitten and oral
English, Hinds and Local Language.

¢} Experience required: Two years of expenence in marketing and mass communication,
preferably m Central Govt State Govt,/PSU/ Autonomous l]rg&mm[mm.

Unly)

Date: 20th July, 2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Selection of exam centre for various non-teaching posts
advertised under Central Agricultural University (Imphal)
It is hereby notified to all the candidates applied for the
upcoming various non - teaching posts advertised by Central
Agricultural University, Imphal to select their preferred exam
centre. (Advertisement No.13/2023 dated 5th December,
2023).

Note: Candidates are advised to visit CAU website:
www.cau.ac.in to select their exam centre carefully, as changes
will not be entertained later. The exam centre once selected

Mr. MANO] BAIRAGI from
NORTH 24 PARGANAS,
WESTBENGAL haswon Rs. 1

centre is 27.07.2024.

will be final and binding. The Last date for selection of exam

Registrar

Crore as first prize in Dear
Weekly Lottery in the draw

“This occasion could be the
happiest moment in my life. |
have never expected that I
could become a Crorepati.
Dear Lottery has lightened
my life's journey with a prize
money of One Crore rupees. |
would like to extend my
heartfelt thanks to Dear
Lottery and Nagaland State

Lotteries for this golden
opportunity,” said the
winner.

(4. | Job Description Please see detailed Advertisement at our website- www,bis.gov.in|

05, | Lastdate for submission | 12,08.2024
of application

06, | Dates of mterview

At Jamshedpur Branch Office & Guwahati Branch Office - 20.08.2024

At Kolkata Branch Office-1, Patna Branch Office & Bhubneshwar Branch Office - 22.08.2024
At Kolkata Branch Office-1l & Raipur Branch Othice - 21.08.2024

For detailed Advertisement and applymg for the post, please wisit BIS website www.bis.gov.in

Interested candidates may apply through the below mentioned link along with Bio-Data,

https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/v4Zq Ybs-QUWM-OIQXbyHMOSHKKISDNux3Nh W Zkl edit .

Asst, Director (A&F), ERO
E-mail : adminero/a bis.gov.in

Gartex Texprocess India 2024 promises attendees a comprehensive business experience featuring specialised exhibitions,
insightful seminars, and interactive workshops on garment manufacturing industry and textile technologies

artex Texprocess India
024, scheduled from
August 1 to 3, 2024, at

Yashobhoomi (India Interna-
tional Convention and Expo
Centre), renowned for its state-
of-the-art facilities and mod-
ern infrastructure, Dwarka,
New Delhi, is set to redefine
the textile technologies and
garment manufacturing indus-
try landscape. Organised joint-
Iy by MEX Exhibitions Pvt Ltd.
and Messe Frankfurt Trade
Fairs India Pvt Ltd., this pres-
tigious expo is supported by
the Ministry of Textiles, Gov-
ernment of India, highlighting

its pivotal role in the industry.
In collaboration with asso-
ciation partners such as the
Garment Exporters Associa-
tion of Rajasthan and the
Noida Apparel Export Cluster,
Gartex Texprocess India 2024

brings together more than
200 exhibitors and more than
600 leading brands encom-
passing cutting-edge solutions
in garmenting and apparel
machinery, fabrics, trims and
accessories, denim fabrics and

manufacturing value chain,
automation software and ser-
vices/ CAD-CAM, screen
printing technology, laundry
and finishing technologies,
knitting machinery, embroi-
dery machinery and technolo-
gy, digital textile printing
machinery, sewing machines,
and allied industries.

Gartex Texprocess India
presents an exclusive opportu-

nity to connect and engage
with the entire manufacturing
value chain through its co-lo-
cated show, the Denim Show
(India’s premier exhibition on
the entire denim value chain),
and also the inclusion of zones
on fabrics and trims and a spe-
cial zone for Screen Print India.

Gartex Talks @Gartex Tex-
process India features confer-
ences and workshops that

enhance understanding of the
latest industry trends and
innovations in garment and
textile manufacturing, The ses-
sions provide insights into sus-
tainable practices, advanced
machinery, and the future of
textile industry. Experts will
share their knowledge, helping
participants stay ahead in a
rapidly evolving market.
Incorporating Denim

GDHSUMEH CONNECT INITIATIVE

Biggest show on garment and textile value chain

Show brings together suppli-
ers, manufacturers, distribu-
tors, retailers, designers, and
more, creating a dynamic
space for exploring the denim
manufacturing trends and
innovations. A specially
curated section, Denim
Trends, highlights the latest
trends, technologies, designs,
and fabrics in the denim
industry. Denim Talks pre-
sents conferences and work-
shops dedicated to enhancing
the understanding of devel-
opments in the denim sector.

India’s textile and garment
industry holds a pivotal posi-
tion in the global market, pro-
jected to reach USD 350 bil-
lion by 2024, The industry’s
diverse landscape and robust
growth underscore its impor-
tance as a key contributor to
the economy, driving employ-
ment and export revenues.

Gartex Texprocess India
2024 promises attendees a
comprehensive business
experience featuring special-
ised exhibitions, insightful
seminars, and interactive
workshops.

For editorial gueries,
contact: Resp. Edit
[@timesgroup.com

VISIT

India’s Premier Exhibition on
Entire Denim Value Chain

Ol - 03 AUGUST, 2024
Yashobhoomi (IICC) Dwarka

Delhi, India

i, .
e ME2X | "Bl messe frankfurt

SCAN AND REGESTER
FOR YOUR FREE E BADGE

VISIT

Integrated Expo on Garment
Manufacturing & Textile Technologies

GARTEX

texprocess

INDIA

WW w.gurtexindiu.cum

<
Q@ MEX | "Bl messe frankfurt

Ol|02 |03

AUGUST, 2024

Yashobhoomi (IICC) Dwarka
Delhi, India

Time: 10:00am to 6:30pm

SCAN AND REGISTER
FOR YOUR FREE E BADGE

Incorporating Featured Zones
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This is a B2B trade exhibition | www.denimshow.com
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SEEDING
GROWTH

Land Consolidation Is A Key To Boosting Agricultural Yields

Number of Holdings operated in India as per
Agriculture Census 2015-16

3.8%

Medium

0.5%
Large

58.5%
Marginal

FM’s roadmap: Keep options

Average size (in hectare) of operational
hnldings as per different Agriculture Censuses
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open for futures in agri mkt

Reversing Export Bans, More Pvt Investment Among Proposals
INFLATION MENU CARD

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
survey on Monday empha-
sised on the pressing need for
comprehensive reforms in
India’s agricultural sector
and recommended five policy
points to ensure that the mar-
kets function in the interest
of the farmer. It also pitched
for striking a delicate bal-
ance between incentivising
farmers to increase produc-
tion and keeping food prices
within acceptable limits, and
suggested addressing the is-
sueof land fragmentation.
Elaborating on five policy
recommendations, the survey,
tabled by finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman in Parlia-
ment, suggested not opting to
ban ‘futures or options’ at the
firstsignof pricespikes. Other

Contribution (%) of food
items to food inflation
WFY23 EFY24

Cereals

I /. 3
I 33.3
Vegetables

. 7.3

| Elevated inflation rate (%) in
. vegetables, pulses and spices
. MFY23 MFY24

i Cereals

. I 11.0

. I 10.7

| Vegetables

. Il 3.0

. I 14.9
| Spices

| N 16.7

four suggestions include in-
voking export bans only under
exceptional circumstances, re-
examining the inflation-tar-
geting framework, increasing

thetotal net irrigated area, and
making farming consistent
with climate considerations.
It said the agri sector re-
quires structural transforma-

tion due to challenges of water
scarcity and climate change.
The survey called for enhanc-
ing private sector investment
in agriculture sayving it is vital
forimpetus. Itsaid investments
in production methods, mar-
keting infrastructure, technol-
ogyv and reduction in post-har-
vest losses need to be scaled up.

Chief economic adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran in the
preface to the survey high-
lighted the need for policy re-
orientation despite existing
subsidies and support mea-
sures, The survey noted that
the sector provides livelihood
support to 42.3% of the pop-
ulation and has a share of
18.2% in GDP at current pric-
es. The sector has seen aver-
age annual growth rate of
41% at constant prices over
last five years.

Climate
change fight
smart tactic
In geopolitics

Team TOI

New Delhi: An active role in
fighting climate change also
makes for good geopolitics.

This is what the Economic
sSurvey says, pointing out that
by helping small island na-
tions, most vulnerable to cli-
mate change, building disas-
ter resilient infrastructure is
helping India build a network
of allies in the Indo Pacific re-
gion, where China has in-
creasingly been aggressive
and expanding.

India’s contributions
through its International So-
lar Alliance (ISA), Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infras-
tructure (CDRI), creation of
LeadIT, Infrastructure for Re-
silient Island States (IRIS),
and Big Cat Alliance are sig-
nificant, the survey said.

The India-headquartered
[nternational Solar Alliance
(ISA), an inter-governmental
hody of 110 countries, has the
potential of unlocking $1 tril-
lion of investments by 2030,
creating a market system to
tap the benefits of solar power.
The ISA is an Indian initia-
tive, launched in 2017.

India’s guest for global
leadership roles also saw the
launch of New Delhi-based
CDRI, which works for shar-
ing of expertise to build disas-
ter resilient infrastructure
across the globe. CDRI was
launched by PM MNarendra
Modiin 2019 at the UN climate
summit in New York and has
33 countries, multilateral
banks, UN agencies and many
international financial insti-
tutions as its members,

Recently, CDRI invited pro-
posals for funding of %8 mil-
lion to develop resilient in-
frastructure as part of its In-
frastructure for Resilient Is-
land  States  Programme
(IRIS), which has financial
commitments of $40 million
from Australia, the European
Union, India and the UK.

Team TOI

New Delhi: Excessive use
of social media, screen
time, sedentary habits, and
unhealthy food don't just
raise the risk of non-com-
municable diseases such as
diabetes, heart diseases and
certain types of cancer. The
Economic Survey 2023-24
has warned that the lethal
mix of these lifEbt}’]E relat-
ed factors that is highly
prevalent among India's
working-age population al-
soposesathreattothe coun-
try’seconomic potential.
“For India’s working-
age population to be gain-
fully employed, they need
skills and good health,” the
survey says, adding that the
private sector has made
substantial contributions
tothistoxic mix of habits.

Obesity, fatty foods threat to
healthy & wealthy India

LIFESTYLE REBOOT

The survey recom-
mends Indian businesses
embrace traditional life-
style and recipes. “India’s
traditional lifestyle, food
andrecipeshave shownhow
to live healthily and in har-
mony with nature and the
environment ..it makes
commercial sense for Indi-
an businesses to..embrace
them,” the survey says.

Nearly 56% of the disease

burden in India is due to un-
healthy diets, according to
the latest dietarv guidelines
for Indians published by the
Indian Council for Medical
Research. The survey cites
this data and says a surge in
the consumption of highly
processed foods laden with
sugars and fat, coupled with
reduced physical activity
and limited access to diverse
foods, may add to thecrisisas
it would exacerbate micronu-
trient deficiencies and over-
welght/obesity problems.
Excess weight and obesi-
ty, two common lifestyle
problems that plague nearly
17% of India's population,
are costing the country
1.02% of its GDP, the World
Obesity Federation and the
RTI International had said
in a report published in
BMJ Global Health in 2022,

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
Survey 2023-24 highlighted
the need to eguip India's
workforce with employable
skills and knowledge to meet
the demands of the global la-
bour market.

With only 4.4% of the
young workforce tormally
skilled, the survey suggest-
ed linking skill develop-
ment initiatives with Pro-
duction-Linked Incentive
(PLI) and employment-link-
ed incentive schemes in
high-growth potential sec-
tors such as toys, apparels,
tourism, logistics, and tex-
tiles. This approach would
facilitate the upgrading of
akills as production moves
up the value chain.

Currenily the Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme is available for14 sec-
tors. Industry bodies have

Just skill it: Incentivise job
creation to meet global needs

HIRING SQUAD

been demanding introduc-
tion of an employment-link-
ed incentive scheme to pro-
mote job creation in the econ-
omy, in the face of a growing
voung populationamidst con-
cerns about jobless growth.
The survey emphasised
the importance of maximis-
ing the outcomes from skill-
ing initiatives by promoting
convergence and utilising
synergies with other employ-

ment-ceniric programmes.
The govt is actively partner-
ing with the industry to en-
hance skilling and employ-
ability, ensuring that job and
entrepreneurial  opportuni-
ties align with the aspira-
tions and abilities of youth.

“Measuresare being tak-
en by govt to translate In-
dia's demographicdividend
intoaproductivity dividend
by enabling job and entre-
preneurial  opportunities
that are in sync with the as-
pirations and abilities of In-
dia’s yvouth. It is partnering
with the industry to en-
hance skilling with employ-
ability,” said the Survey.

By linking skill develop-
ment with PLI schemes and
employment-linked incen-
tive schemes in high-growth
sectors, the govtaims to sup-
port the upgrading of skills
as production advances
along the value chain.

Average yield comparison for major agricultural
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‘Go digital to
put infra
projects in
fast lane’

Team TOI

New Delhi: With land acqui-
sition issues delaying infras-
tructure projects, particular-
Iv higchways, airporis and
power, the Economic Survey
has called for faster onboard-
ingof digital land records and
obtaining clearances.

The report highlights that
despite the large build-up of
connectivity infrastructure
and energy-related assets,
both sectors are hit by delays
in land acquisition, The govt
1stackling ithy focusingon de-
veloping  access-controlled
MNHs and upgrading existing
ones. “Implementing single-
window clearances is crucial
for enhancing roadway ser-
vices' efficiency and effective-
ness in India’s transportation
network,” itsaid.

The report also said that
India needs more private par-
ticipation in building infras-
tructure, along with more da-
ta about investments and as-
setsin the sector, instead of re-
lyving on public expenditure,
Private sector participation is
not forthcoming to the extent
desired, it says.

“For India to continue
building quality infrastruc-
ture, a higher level of private
sector financing and resource
mobilisation from new sourc-
es will be crucial. Facilitating
this would not only require
policy and institutional sup-
port from the Centre, but state
and local govts would have to
play an equally important
role,” the survey said.

Blatant lies on
boverty: Cong
attacks govt
on Survey

Team TOI

New Delhi: Congress on Mon-
day said that the Economic
survey presents an “illusion™
andthat India’seconomyis “at
its most precarious” in years.

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge hitoutat PM Na-
rendra Modi, postingon X, “You
were lamenting today about be-
ing ‘throttled for two-and-a-half
hours’, but the truth is that vour
govit has crushed the aspira-
tions of 140 crore Indians in 10
vears! The Economic Survey
tells a blatant lie by claiming
that poverty has almost been
eradicated. The truth is that the
gap between rich and poor is
highest in 100 years.” Kharge al-
so highlighted unemployvment
as a serious concern.

Deputy leader of opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha, Gaurav Go-
gol, said the Economic Survey
is an “example of the illusion
that everything is fine”. “The
PM is always concerned about
himself, when the fact is that
the common man, students,
poor, labourers are being
strangled by this govt.”

Congresswillraisefarmis-
sues, joblessness, Agniveer,
theadvisory on Kanwar Yatra,
NEET exams and Manipur vi-
olence in Parliament.
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Richer states like TN, Kerala
corner more NREGS funds

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
Survey has questioned the
conclusions that higher work
generation and fund use un-
der the jobscheme implies ru-
ral distress, arguing that if it
was so, then poorer states
with higher unemplovment
should be leading the per-
formance in MGNREGA as
against the fact that richer
states have a better record of
tapping the scheme. The sur-
vey raised the possibility that
there may be a correlation be-
tween MGNREGA fundusage
and reduced unemployment,
in what appears to argue that
the job scheme is mitigating
joblessness.

The survey stated that in
202324, Tamil Nadu, which

HAVES & NOTS

Ratio of proportion of MGNREGS
fund released to states and

proportion of poor population
TOP 5

Kerala
Mizoram - 18.3
Tamil Madu - 17.9
sikkim [ 14.9
Ladakh [N 14.1

BOTTOM 5
Jharkhand | 0,6

Gujarat | 0,6
Haryana | 0,5
ttar Pradesh | 0.4
Bihar | ﬂ.3
has less than 1% of countrv’s
poor population, accounted
for 15% of MGNREGS funds
released, while Kerala with

just 0.1% of poor

population
used 4% of MGNREGS funds.
TN and Keralatogether generat-
ed 51 crore persondays of work,

In contrast, Bihar and UP
with 45% of poor pnpulatmn
accounted for only 17% of the
scheme’s funds and generated
53 crore persondays of work.

The survey further added
that “states with highest rural
unemployvment rates did not
necessarily use the most
MGNEREGS funds.”

The survey also noted that
irregularities and leakages also
result in higher fund usage, and
the funds do not reach the in-
tended beneficiaries, which
makes “demand an unreliable
distressindicator”. Itsaid Rs935
crore over four yvears was found
to have been misappropriated,
as per social audit units.

With $2.5bn exports, India joins
top 25 defence exporters’ club

Team TOI

New Delhi: With defence
production rising every
vear, India clocked the high-
est-ever arms exports of $2.5
billion (Rs 20,915 crore) in
2023-24, finding a place
among the top25armsexpor-
ter nations.
“..therehasbeenarisein
the namber of export au-
thorisations issued to de-
fence exporters. From 1,414
export authorisations in
FY23, the number has in-
creased to 1,5051n FY24.” the
Economic Survey said.
Around 100 domestic
companies are exporting a
wide range of defence prod-
uctsandequipment, ranging

AIMING HIGH

Rising defence exports
UsD hillion
Fy22 I 1.7

from Dornier-228 aircraft,
artillery guns and BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles
to Pinaka multi-launch rock-
et systems, radars, simula-

tors and armoured vehicles.
While the survey did not
identify nations to which In-
dia was exporting arms, the
former Soviet republic of
Armenia has emerged as a
major destination, with
deals inked for Pinaka rock-
ets and Akash air defence
missiles. As per the defence
ministry, India posted high-
est-ever annual domestic de-
fence production in 2023-24,
reaching Rs1.26lakhcrorein
terms of value, 16.7% higher
over the previous fiscal.
India, of course, still re-
mains in the strategically vul-
nerable position of being the
world’s largest arms impor-
ter, accounting for 9.8% of to-
tal global imports in 2019-23.

Chalk up higher
school enrolment
to girl power

Team TOI

New Delhi: It's underpriv-
ileged sections that power-
ed the rise in higher educa-
tion enrolment, with the
growth fastest among fe-
males, says the Survey,

“In higher education,
the female gross enrolment
ratio (GER) has been grea-
ter than male GER for five
consecutive vears. While
this implies the rising im-
portance of girls’ educa-
tion, its translation to eco-
nomic empowerment will
require better learning
outcomes, employability,
labour force participation
and conducive infrastruc-
ture,” it said.

Girl enrolment in high-
er education increased to
2.1 crore in FY 22 from 1.6
crore in FY 156 — a 3L.6%
jump. This implies better
employment opportunities
for backward sections.

However, central, state
and loecal govis need to
work together to improve
quality of education, par-
ticularly in  primary

ELDSIHG THE GAP

schooling, saysthe Survey.

Well-designed pro-
grammes should be imple-
mented in a mission-mode
and cost-effective manner
to improve academic out-
comes, it says, highlighting
National Education Poli-
cy’s goal of achieving foun-
dational literacy and nu-
meracy for every child
passing the third standard.
It also stressed the need for
spending on pedagogy and
governance to increase
cost-effectiveness of public
spending on education,

Govtspending on social
services, including educa-
tion, increased 9.4% to Rs
23.5 lakh crore in FY24,
with Rs 8.3 lakh crore spent
on education alone.

Doomsday
warning for
‘doom scrolling’

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
Surveyisanunlikely dwelling
place for Jonathan Haidt and
‘doom scrolling” — the act of
obsessively checking nega-
tive news and videos online.
But, with internet addiction
along with mental health mus-
cling its way into the list of pub-
lic health priorities, Haidt —an
American social psychologist
and author of the New York
Times bestseller *‘The Anxious
Generation’, and doom-scroll-
ing — an emerging form of in-
ternet addiction disorder, have
found a mention inthe Survey.
The report recommends in-
creasing the number of psychi-
atrists, from 0.75 per lakh pop-
ulation in 2021 to the WHO
norm of 3 per lakh, in addition
to integrating mental health
intervention in schools by de-
veloping age-appropriate men-
tal health curriculum and ba-
lancing the role of technology.
“Unrestrained and unsu-
pervised use of internet by
children can lead toarange of
problems, from obsessive con-
sumption of social media or
‘doom scrolling’ to severe
ones such as cyberbullying,”
the survey report 2023-24 says.

Rubbing the wrong way: Toilet
paper doesn’t wash with planners

Getty ImagesAstockphotn

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
survey focuses on the exces-
sive use of toilet paper by the
West and the need for a beha-
vioural change.

“The entire developed
world uses toilet paper made
of ‘virgin wood’ for the most
regular body activity, every
single davy multiple times
over. Making one single roll
of toilet paper uses 1.5 pounds
of wood, 37 gallons of water
andl.3kwhof electricity,” the
survey quotes a report.

It suggests that advanced
countries learn from some of
the poor and developing na-
tions in Asia where they have
adopted a more nature friend-

DUMPIT

ly lifestyle when it comes to
maintaining basic hygiene.
“Many Asian couniries
provide wvaluable lessons
around these, vet their non-
capitalist strategies often re-

main excluded from main-
stream discussions because
behavioural and lifestyle
change seems tobe more diffi-
cult than climate change,”
the published report said.

It also points out how the
developed world is reluctant
tofocusonthe impact of their
‘consumption-oriented life-
stvle’. Growing red meat for
consumption in these coun-
tries, which has a large im-
pactonclimate change, isone
example. The OECD Environ-
mental Policies and Individu-
al Behaviour Change survey
of 2022 said that 43% of re-
spondents reported regular
consumption of red meatand
showed resistance to change
this lifestyle.

Team TOI

New Delhi: The Economic
Survey calls for strategic re-
forms to create a robust care
economy in India to not only
address the expected rise in
demand for such services but
address the challenge of
‘motherhood penalty’.

Childbearing and child-
care is found to have asignifi-
cant financial impact on
women's careers. ‘Mother-
hood penalty’ shows up as a
drop in ‘female labour force
participation rate’ during
child-bearing vears and re-
sultant loss of income.

“The economic value of
developing a care sector 1is
two-fold — increasing female
labour force participation
rateand promoting a promis-
ing sector for output and job

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

hoto

-GELt rmaea.-"Etutk

creation

' the survey said.
According to the Indian La-
bour Organisation (ILO), the
care sector is one of the fas-
test-growing sectors global-
ly, and investments in care

services sectorareestimated
to generate 475 million jobs
globally by 2030

In India, direct public in-
vestment equivalent to 2% of
GDP has the potential to gen-

erate around 11 million jobs,
nearly 70% of which will go
to women.

According to the ILO,
care work consists of activ-
ities involved in meeting the
physical, psychologiecal, and
emotional needs of adults
and children, old and voung,
frail and able-bodied.

“India’s care needs are
slated to expand significantly
in the next 25 years, as an age-
ing population follows demo-
eraphic transition while the
population of children stays
relatively sizeable. Thus com-
pared to 50.7 crore persons in
2022, the countrvy would need
to care for 64.7 crore persons
in 2050, the survey said.

The report asserted that
the additional requirements
for care would be further up-
scaled as more women partici-

pate in paid work with preva-
lence of nuclear families in-
creasing.

In a section on social and
economic empowerment of
women, the survey calls for
measures to enhance asset
ownership among women
and normalising female
property rights. “For devel-
opment to be led by women, it
will also have to be ‘owned’
by them,” the report said.

On financial inclusion, it
has pointed out that the PM
Jan Dhan Yojana has facili-
tated the opening of 52.3
crore bank accounts, of
which around 56% of ac-
count holders are women, as
of May 2024. This is accom-
panied by a rise in average
deposits by nearly four
times, from Rs1,065 in March
2015t0 Rs 4,398 in May 2024,

No more red cards f r ‘motherhood penalty’
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T The court prima facie
agreed with the argu-
ments put forth by se-

nior advocates Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, CUSinghand
Huzefa Ahmadi, who sub-
mitted that kanwar wvatra
had been going on since pre-
Independence but no such di-
rective was ever issued
which is against constitu-
tional provisions and secu-
larism and it was meant for
social and economic boyeott
of acommunity

At the outset of the hear-
ing, the bench asked whether
some formal order had been
passed by govt or it was just
voluntary for shopowners to
display thenames. Seniorad-
vocate Singh, whoalong with
lawver Fauzia Shakil ap-
peared for the Association
for Protection of Civil
Rights, told SC that coercion
was in the nature of the or-
der as a fine was being im-
posed by state police on shop-
keepers. He claimed a bull-
dozer was being deployed for
its compliance,

Singhvi, appearing for
Trinamool Congress MP Ma-
hua Moitra, submitted that
the purpose behind thedirec-
tive was exclusion by identi-
tv. which is not envisaged by
the Constitution. He said
people of all religions, in-
cluding Muslims, help kan-
warivas on their way, and
added that it was a double
whammy for shopkeepers —

Police can’t usurp authorities’
powers without legal basis: SC

QY1 LINE OF NO CONTROL _swecwamwew,  HOE & relief for traders

FINALLY, WE'LL
BE ABLE TO HAVE

FROPEE MEALS
INGTEADP OF
SUEVIVING ON
UNSOLP FEUITS

on ‘kanwar highway’

Sandeep Rai, Mohd Dilshad &
Deepak Lavania| tvn

Meerut/Muzaffarnagar/
Agra: Awave of hope and ju-
bilation spread across ow-
ners and employees of Mus-
lim-run fruit carts, tea stalls,
tiny dhabas and restaurants
dotted along highways and
roads that are partof the kan-
war vatra route that leads
from UP to Uttarakhand.
“Once again, the court
has come to our rescue. We
can heave a sigh of relief, at
least for now,” said Moham-
med Nisar as he took down a
poster that read ‘Nisar Phal
(fruits)’. “I was petrified my
sales would plummet. We ea-
gerly wait for this yvatra the

entire vear and welcome kan-
warivas like our brothers.”

Rizwan Chaudhary, ow-
ner of Tiranga dhaba in Kai-
rana, was elated. Chaudhary
said, “I was asked to shut
down my eatery by the police,
I'm sure this will make them
reconsider. The moment the
SC order came, I rushed to
openmy shop.”

Bijnor-based trader Wase-
em Ahmed said: “The admi-
nistration’s move would've
had a debilitating impact on
the local economy. I run an
outlet by the name of Saini
dhaba because all my emplo-
yvees and managers are from
the Saini caste..Now if my
name is put on display, it wo-
uld jeopardise our business.”

if they disclose they are
damned, if they don'tthenal-
g0 they are damned. In both
cases there is exelusion and
hundreds from the Muslim
community are losing jobs,
he told the bench.

Examining the issue, the
bench also raised questions
on the need and expectation
of vatris who take vegetarian
food during the pilgrimage. It
asked whether it was needed
that food be cooked and served
bv a member of a particular
community and whether the
farming of the grain was also

to be done by a member of the
same community.
Emphasising that clean-
liness and hygiene is more
important than who cooks or
serves food, Justice Bhatti
shared his experience when
hewasin Kerala. Hesaid that
there were two vegetarian
restaurants side by side —
onerun by a Hindu and other
by a Muslim and he went to
the latter because of its hy-
gienestandards and the own-
er, who was a Dubai return-
ee, had displaved evervthing
about cleanliness, safety and

standard of food onaboard.
Ahmadi, appearing for
Apoorvanand Jha and activ-
ist Aakar Patel of Associ-
ation for Protection of Civil
Rights, said the directives
were discriminatory and
would further the cause of
untouchability and violative
of Articleld,15(1),17and 19(1)
(g) of the Constitution. He
said that requiring vendors
to display the names of the
owners and staff cannot by
itself be read as ameasure to
ensure vegetarian food.
Prima facie not agreeing

with the directives, the bench
said, “It is permissible for the
authorities to ensure that the
kanwariyas are served vege-
tarian food conforming to the
preferences and also ensure
hygienic standards. In fur-
therance to this, the compe-
tent authority may perhaps
issue orders under the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006 and the Street Vendors
Act, 2014. However, the legal
powers vested on the compe-
tent authority cannot be
usurped by police without le-
gal foundation.”

pContinued fromP 1

meant to be a compre-

hensive official account
of the financial vear gone by,
said on inflation. India had
handled the price situation be-
tter than peers and the short-
term outlook was benign.

“The Economic Survey
highlights the prevailing
strengthsof our economy and
also showcases the outcomes
of the various reforms our
govt has brought. It also iden-
tifies areas for further growth
and progress as we move to-
wards building a Viksit Bha-
rat,” said PM Modion X.

Of course, employment
has been identified as a chal-
lenge, with the document un-
derlining the need to create
78.5 lakh non-farm jobs an-
nually until 2030, while sug-
gesting that the Centre alone
cannot deal with the issue. “It
is worth reiterating that job
creation happens mainly in
the private sector Second,
many (not all) of the issues
that influence economic
growth, job creation and pro-
ductivityand theactionstobe
taken therein are in the do-
mainof the state govts.”

Chief economic adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran, also
waded into the debate on in-
equality by citingdatatoargue
that as India’s GDP expanded
12 times since 1993, per capita
income also increased seven-
fold between FY1990 and
FY2024: a pointed rebuttal to
Thomas Piketty and his aco-
Iytes. Nageswaran is confident
about the trend continuing as

r l“'rhe Economic Survey

he projected a healthy growth
rateupto 2047,

However, he alsosignalled
his sensitivity to the rich-
poor gap, flagging the role of
tax policies asa possible solu-
tion, and Al as a disruptor
which could add to the chal-
lenge. “Tax policies on the
treatment of capital and la-
bour incomes will likely play
a more important role in the
coming vears, especially
since the deployment of tech-
nology like Al may have a
more deleterious impact on
employment and income.”

The Survey stood out from
its predecessors in its candid
acknowledgement of several
bumps that the govt needs to
navigate to ensure sustained
growth over a quarter century.
Ithighlighted how compliance
burden and approvals were
hobbling economic activity.

“The Indian state can free
up its capacity and enhance its
capability to focus on areas
where it has to by letting go of
its grip in areas where it does
not have to. The licensing, in-
spection and compliance re-
quirements that all levels of
the government continue to
impose on businesses is an on-
erous burden. Relative to his-
tory, the burden has lightened.
Relative to where it ought to be,
it is still a lot heavier. The bur-
den is felt more acutely by
thoseleastequipped to bearit-
small and medium enterpris-
es. It holds them back, leashes
their aspirations, and, in the
process, holds the country
back.” Nageswaran said in the
preface of the sedateeconomic
analysis, The compliance bur-

Survey flags need to create 78.5L
-~ non-farm jobs annually till 2030

den on SMEs is seen to be par-
ticularly heavy,

Apart from jobs, inequali-
ty and deregulation, the nine-
point policy thrust for the
short- and medium-term
some of which may be ad-
dressed by Sitharaman in the
budget on Tuesday - included
a focus on skilling as just
around half the wvouth is
deemed emplovable.

It also called for tapping
the full potential of the farm
sector by targeting higher
vields and land consolida-
tion, crop diversification and
better price discovery,

Besides, it sought to draw
attention to the policy on Chi-
na, where govt has imposed re-
strictions, arguing that boost-
ing FDI from the neighboring
nation with which India is en-
gaged in a border dispute,
could help bridge the mount-
ing trade deficit and also inte-
gratedomesticcompanies into
the global value chain. The ob-
servation came in the back-
drop of slowing FDI inflows.

On the critical issue of en-
ergy transition, the Survey
recommended an India-spe-
cific approach and also cau-
tioned about protectionism
in climate change policies in
the developed world.

“Over the last 10 vears, the
visionary policies of Modi Ji
have placed Bharat at the pin-
nacle of economic growth. The
survey documents Bharat's
rise to the pedestal of the fas-
test-growing major economy
while prominently outlining
its future trajectory to emerge
as a developed nation,” home
minister Amit Shah tweeted.

4 ministers

Ex-soldier kills 6 family members over land dispute

T T 'ﬂ.l|.: i

-

from BJP allies
get Lutyens’
bungalows

New Delhi: In the first lot
of official accommodation,
for ministers in Lutyens’
Delhi, four cabinet minis-
ters from BJP allies have
been allotted bungalows
falling under the biggest
category of type-VIIIL.
Whilecivilaviation min-

UMBRELLA DIARIE

Jaskaran Singh | Tnn

Ambala: A retired soldier al-
legedly axed todeath five mem-
bers of his extended family
two of them children, and set
ablaze an injured child over a
property dispute in their nati-
ve village of Punjab’s Ambala
district late Sunday:

Bhushan Kumar also at-
tempted to burn the bodies of
his mother, brother, sister-in-
law and two of the slain child-

killings across the wall of his
house near Rataur village of
Naraingarh block, police said
on Mondayw.

surti Devi (60), her son Ha-
rish(3s), thelatter's wife Sonia
(32) and the couple’s children
Taru (5), and Mavank (5
months) were apparently the
first victims, Bhushan and Ha-
rish's wounded father Om Pra-
kash (65) rescued a grand-
daughter, Pari(7), fromawater
tank into which she had jum-

died Monday evening at Chan-
digarh’s PGIMER.

Bhushan, who retired from
the Army about seven vears
ago, lives with his wife and two
sons on the other side of their
divided ancestral property’s
shared wall.

Ambala SP Surender Singh
Bhoria said that based on Om
Prakash's statement, police
arrested Bhushan, his wife Po-
onam, two brothers-in-law —
Amal "Tony’ and Manish ‘Jo-

sons Makhan and Prince, and
sister-in-law Baby,

survivor Om Prakash told
police, “The dispute is over
two acres that my wife and |
had split between oursons. For
a long time, Bhushan and his
in-laws were forcing us fto
transfer the entire land to
him."” He said Bhushan first
struck Surti Devi and swung
his axe at him. “I managed to
block the blow. He then entered
Harish’s house and, one by

ren after the frenzied burst of ny' of Manglai village — his  one, targeted hisfamily.”

CANCELLATION OF MAITREE EXPRESS

Due to operational reasons, 13110 Dhaka - Kolkata Maitree
Express, scheduled to arrive at Kolkata on 24.07.2024 and
13108 Kolkata - Dhaka Maitree Express, scheduled to depart
from Kolkata on 24.07.2024, both will remain cancelled.
Inconvenience to be caused to the passengers deeply regretted.

Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

ister Kinjarapu Ram Mo- ped after being set ablaze. She
han Naidu from TDP has
been allotted 22, Akbar
Road, heavy industries min-
ister H D Kumaraswamy
fromJD(S)hasbeenallotted
6. Kushak Road. Food proe-
essing minister from LJP
(Ram Vilas) Chirag Paswan
and HAM leader and MSME
minister Jitan Ram Manjhi
got 1, Sunehri Bagh and 7B,
Janpath respectively. tuw

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LAND

& LAND REFORMS OFFICER
MURSHIDABAD

NOTICE

Applications are invited for
Engagement of 40 (Forty) "DEOQ
Contractual” in this District under
DL & LRO Setup.

Detailed information and application
form are available in the website
www.murshidabad.gov.in. Last
date for submission of applications
is 13.08.2024.

INFORMATION WANTED

EASTERN RAILWAY
Follow us at : E§ @EasternRailway €3 @easternrailwayheadquarter

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav along with MPs of other opposition parties outside the
Parliament on the first day of monsoon session in New Delhi on Monday

Bakreswar Thermal Power Project
P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Ref No.: WBPDCL /Tend-Adv/24-25/BKTPP/CC-2064

NIT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3167/24-25

Telangana. Ph.No.: +31-040-23237386, E-mail : nizamsugars@gmail.com,
Website . hitps:/itender.telangana.gov.in

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR REVIVAL OF NIZAM
SUGARS LTD., (NSL) UNITS IN TELANGANA STATE

ADM(LR) & DL & LRO
® GOVERNMENT OF TELANGAMA
= The West Bengal Power Development Co n Limited Murshidabad
4 hurt as drunk driver | it Pows: Dovwlopmmsnt Carpo NIZAM SUGARS LIMITED (NSL) | [RRERNLTC

W 7 Corporate identity No. U40104WB19855GC039154 5-10-174, Shakar Bhavan, Fateh Maidan Road, Basheerbagh, Hyderabad-500 004, Date: 22.07.2024

rams Audi into 2 autos

Mumbai: A speeding Audi
car, driven by a man alleg-

foret-sret/wifeearEe
Pt T fAefe

Date: 16.07.2024

This is the photograph of Asraf Sk, Son

CONCIAAR 16 sa%0 b D ahd: of Lt. Humayun Kobir, of Vill-

ble, the official said.

E- Tenders in prescribed format are invited at hitps./whienders.gov.in by the General Manager R : BC- M : The Consultancy Services invited vide Rel No.: NSUHO/REVIVAL/RFE/01
i i i ol - BKTPP, WBPDCL from eligible Agencies / Com niminzﬁﬂﬁwsmmfm "Procurement| [Radnunathpur, PS-Murarai, PO- y No.. OR .
édly in an Inebriated state, Police have collected | | fou o0 eite Halway i BRTPS". Tandar Document Downioad Siart| |Beliapaiss, 731219, who has been | | Dated : 03.07.2024,

rammed into two station- the accused’s blood sample Date: 19.07.2024 at 14.00 hrs. Bid Submission End Date: 10.08.2024 at 12:00 hrs.| |missing since 03.07.2024 from

“Submission of bids has been extended up to 05:00 PM of 30" July 2024".

ary autorickshaws in  andsent itto Kalina Foren- Contact Person: Mr. Sumit Dasgupta, Dy. General Manager, HOD (Purchase Deptt.), BKTPS, gesidence. Hfarqrarn. Birbhum, W.B., i
T 2 i 3 : WEBPDCL. Mobile: 8336303911, : 5.0asgupta J00.4n/ purchase | Lom gscription ar this missing person is ° -
Mumbai’s Mulund area on  sic Science Laboratory. It For details please visit: hitps:/wblenders.gov.in Ica-T1207912)/2024 | | Age-14 years, Complexion-Falr, Height- | | R.0. No.: 203-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25 MANAGING DIRECTOR

was found that he was un-
der the influence of alcohol

Mondayv, leaving four per-
sons injured, police said.
Police have arrested the

153 cms., Wearing- Black Punjabi, Black
Pajama, Blue and Black Bag, Language-
Bengali. Please inform whereabouts of

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

ed, Dattatray Gore, MUM HIT & RUN . Eex the missing person, tothe Spl, Supdt.
i;f‘;s resid:ﬂtaﬂ?}f{anﬁg_ West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti of Police, C.1.D. (W.B.), Bhabani Bhaban, West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti ¥
marg, from his sister's atthe time of the accident, Swasthya Bhawan, Wing-'B’', 3™ Floor Kolkata-700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120. Swasthya Bhawan, Wing-'B', 3" Floor j’ |. L
house after he fled the theofficialadded, GN-29, Sector-V, Bidhannagar Kolkata - 700 091 ICA-D1236(3)/2024 GN-29, Sector-V, Bidhannagar Kolkata - 700 091 fareifia fraad

A case has been regis-
tered under relevant provi-
sions of Bhartiva Nyay
Sanhita (BNS) and Motor
Vehicle Act (MVA), the offi-
cial said.

This incident follows a
recent accident in Worli,
where a BMW fatally
struck a womanridingasa
pillion on a two-wheeler, pn

scene, leaving the vehicle
behind, an official said.
The incident occurred
ataround 6.15am on Dump-
ing Road, and the police of-
ficials later impounded the
high-end car, he said. The
car had rammed into two
stationary autorickshaws,
injuring two drivers and as
many passengers. Their

‘Guj razed
503 illegal
religious

structures’

Ahmedabad: State govt
on Monday informed
the Gujarat High Court
that 503 religious strue-
tures, illegally con-
structed on public plac-
es, were removed across
state in the last one

Brief R it { Not
West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti intends
to engage on contract basis for the position of State
Consultant (Climate Change) under National Health
Mission, Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of West Bengal.

Details of the position are as follows:

SL. NAME OF NUMBER OF
No| CONTRACTUAL | VACANCIES
POSITION

| | State Consultant
(Climate Change)

Eligible candidates should apply online in the prescribed
format as given in the Department’'s website for the
mentioned position.

Visit www.whhealth.gov.in at the link "Recruitment” for details.
Starting date of online application is 24" July, 2024 and the
last date of completing the online application is 7™ August,
2024,

Brief R it { Noti

West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti will engage
personnel for various positions as listed below on contract
basis under National Health Mission, Department of
Health and Family Welfare, Government of West Bengal.

Details of the position are as follows:
SL. NAME OF NUMBER OF

No| CONTRACTUAL VACANCY
POSITION

: State Consultant -

Patient Care Services

2 [Co-ordinator- Patient
are Services

Eligible candidates should apply online in the prescribed
format as given in the Department's website for the
mentioned positions.

Visit www.wbhealth.gov.in at the link "Recruitment” for details.
Starting date of online application is 24™ July, 2024 and the
last date of completing the online application is 7* August,
2024. Sd/-

ICA-N342(2)/2024 Executive Director, WB SH & FW Samiti

T FE I e I, Fet:
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INFORMATION WANTED

PLACE OF POSTING
PLACE OF POSTING

2 (UR-1, Sc-1) (State Head Quarter

State Head Quarter

This is the photograph of Rajat Biswas,
Son of Basanta Biswas, of Maidiya
Putikhali, PS-Krishanganj, 721128,
who has been missing since
05.02.2024 under Hanskhali PS,
Hanskhall, Nadia, W.B., Description of
this missing person is ; Age-27 years,
Complexion-5allow, Height- 166 cms.,
Wearing- White Shirt, Jeans Pant,
Language-Bengali. Please inform
whereabouts of the missing person,
to the Spl. Supdt, of Police, C.1.D,
(W.B.), Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

ICA-D1233(3)/2024

NOTICE INVITING e- TENDER
TENDER ID : 2024_WBP_716608
-1 DATED 18/07/2024, WORK
TITLE: RENOVATION OF FLOOR
AND CEILING WITH ATTACHED
TOILET OF S.P. CHAMBER AT
KHARAGPUR GRP UNDER THE S.P,
G.R.P, KHARAGPUR. BID

CLOSING DATE: 02/08/24 FOR
MORE DETAILS LOG ON TO :

Sd/-
Executive Director
WB SH & FW Samiti

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the District Magistrate &
Collector, Birbhum,
Establishment Section.

Pin 731101

NOTICE

Application are invited form eligible
qualified candidates for the post of
01 (One) vacant Data Entry

ICA-N340(2)/2024

www. whtenders.gov.in
Sd/-Superintendent of Police
Government Railway Police,
Kharagpur ICA-T12044(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti
Swasthya Bhawan, Wing-‘B’, 3" Floor
(GN-29, Sector-V, Bidhannagar
Kolkata-700 091

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti
Swasthya Bhawan, Wing-'B’, 3" Floor
GN-29, Sector-V, Bidhannagar Kolkata - 700 091

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Abridged Tender Notice
MleT No. 06 OF EE/NACD-|| OF 2024-
2025 is here by invited for various works.
Last date of submission: 31,/07/2024 up

INFORMATION WANTED

- & & . 3 & -
month. to 16.00 p.m. For NIeT documents & EIJEMIH_ ﬁﬂLﬂﬂIﬂﬁr € Brief Recruitment Notice Epgralur for Birbhum ljl;[easuryrll
The HC and Supreme other detalils visit: West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti intends to engage aving minimum qualification in

graduation with At least "0" level

certificate in computer application
from DOEAC(erstwhile) or from
NIELIT, Higher qualification A/B/C
level or Diploma Engineer with
computer or IT, BCA/B.Tech/

West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti will engage
personnel on contract basis for the position under National
Health Mission, Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of West Bengal.

Details of the position are as follows:

www.whtenders.gov.in &
www.whphed.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Madia Arsenic Civil Division-Il,
P.H.E. Dte. ICA-T12032{3)/2024

Court have ordered the
removal of all religious
constructions, illegally
put upon public places.
This was in response

on contract basis for the position of Programme Co-ordinator-

Oral Health under National Health Mission, Department of Health
and Family Welfare, Government of West Bengal.

Details of the position are as follows:

to a photograph of a mmmﬁmﬂnhm‘ SL| NAME OF CONTRACTUAL | NUMBEROF | PLACE OF This. s the photograph of missing person SL. NAME OF NUMBER OF Eﬁﬁiﬁ?&ﬂ?%ﬁtvﬁgeﬁﬂpﬁg rrirr?i;
temple in Ahmedabad g-tender ne. 06/2024-2025/Nez No POSITION VACANCY | POSTING Swapna Dutta, wife of Tapan Dutta of No| CONTRACTUAL VACANCY PLACE OF POSTING I8 WaAre to 40 vasie As B
published by TOIin 2006 | .22.00.2004 | g P ey 42110, Vidyasagar Sarani, Kolkata - 700008, POSITION 01.07.2024 as per G.O 2500-F(Y)
after riots broke out in Online {F-:fﬂdErJ tender in two bid | | Programme i State Head who has been missing since 07.05.2017 TR —— dated 20.03.2015. Application
Vadodara, when three | Sy s horobynied orsuply| ] | Heat Qurts || ffum e e, Decipion of i | | 1| S TN 0 (Unservd) | State Head Quarer| | |formt and oiher setails are
mazars were razed by i i: Age — 60 Years Height utrition available from Establishmen

Office of the District Magistrate,
Paschim Bardhaman. Date of
starting bids: 22.07.2024 from
6.00 p.m. Last Date of submission
of bids: 06.08.2024 at 6:00 p.m. For
details visit wbtenders.gov.in and
the office Notice Board. Tender ID:

Eligible candidates should apply online in the prescribed format as Section, Birbhum Collectorate on
given in the Department’s wehsite for the mentioned position.

Visit www.wbhealth.gov.in at the link "Recruitment” for details.
Starting date of online application is 22* July, 2024 and the last date

of completing the online application is 5® August, 2024.

the civic body, The govt
submitted that out of
503 religious structures
that were demolished,
263 structures were in

Eligible candidates should apply online in the prescribed
format as given in the Department's website for the
mentioned position.

Visit www.whhealth.gov.in at the link "Recruitment” for details.
Starting date of online application is 24™ July, 2024 and end

~ 40" Complexion - Black, Built -
Medium, Wearing — Red and white printed
saree, Peculiarity if any - Mentally
Challenged, please inform whereabouts of
the missing person, contact to the 0.C,

any working day and also at District
website www.birbhum.gov.in.
Application will be accepted from
23.07.2024 and the last date of
submission of application from
12.08.2024 at 04:00 P.M.

district areas and 2671n | 12024 DMPSB_71904_1. Sd/- Missing  Persons  Squad, Detective | B date of completing the application is 7* August, 2024. Sdi-
municipal corporation S E e Dk Department, Kolkata Police, Lalbazar, Sd/ District Magistrate &
areas. TNN For District Magistrate e b Kolkata - 700001. (Telephone No.033 - 3 Collector, Birbhum

WHB SH & FW Samiti Executive Director, WB SH & FW Samiti

Paschim Bardhaman ICA-N343(2)/2024 ICA-N341(2)/2024 Mema No.: 95(2)infjadvi)/Bir, Dt: 22.07.2024

1214-1835, 9874902710).  WA-D24x3yA004
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A thought for today

10 do the useful thing, to say the
courageous thing, to contemplate the beautiful
thing: that is enough for one man's life
TS ELIOT

Biden/Caesar

How an American president has played out a
classical tragedy, palace coup included

very tragedy falls into two parts, a complication is followed by

an unraveling or a denouement. Aristotle said this 23 centuries

ago. The 46th American president is living this now. The Biden-
Trump debate was watched by 5lmn Americans on TV alone. In
Biden’stelling, he justhad a bad night. For toomany others, it meant
that he would for sure have a super bad election day. And it isn't just
Americans who have been weighing in on the matter. First, because
of how consequential this election is for the world. Second, because
its theatricality is riveting. Global interest has only intensified
after the failed assassination of Trump. So, when Biden stepped
down from his re-election bid this weekend, the denouement of the
political crisis triggered by his debate performance, it sure vibed
like classical tragedy: Beware the Ides of July.

The classical tragic hero, “highly renowned and prosperous”, is
not downed by vice or depravity, but by some error or frailty
This, too, describes Biden’s situation well
— he was brought down by nothing but
“biological dynamics”. A sitting American
president dropping out of the race so late
in the election cycle, is historic. It's really
an unprecedented offering for “party and
the country”.

Republicans, of course, have a darker
spin on his fate. That it is something like
a palace coup. But talk of Biden being
Julius Caesared is actually bipartisan.
There are Democratic voicesthat areuncomfortable with the way in
which long-time supporters and donors stepped away from Biden in
recent weeks. When Shakespeare's Caesar went down with, “Et tu,
Brute?”, Antony called it “the most unkindest cut of all”. This is
echoed by some Democrats, who accuse Obama and Pelosi, who
did not stage their disaffection publicly, of brutal betrayal. The
theatre was all the more riveting because Biden didn't move
towards denouement meekly. He resisted for days. So did his loya-
lists. There was no better demonstration of thisthanhiscontinuing
to claim until hours before he quit the race that, Hollywoodised
Americanstyle, “I'mthe guy”

S0, ves, Biden has walked into what he and his cohort see asearly,
unwanted and unwarranted retirement. His critics in America’s
liberal establishment, in and outside the Democratic party, reckon
he left it too late. But even if those critics are right, in this epic
political drama, Biden isabit of a tragic hero.

Cooking It Just Right

SC order banning display of names at eateries
along Kanwar route renoves a govt-created blot

The Supreme Court’s interim order putting a pause on UP,

Uttarakhand and MP govt directives — for food stalls, shacks

and eateries along the route of Shiv bhakts’ annual trek,
‘Kanwar yatra’, to display their names and their staff’s - is a relief
for both proprietor and pilgrim. States were wrong to enforce, with
gusto and precision, such a measure. As §C said, food laws require
that menus be displayed, and food be correctly labelled. People,
petitioners argued, visit restaurants basis the menu, not who's serving
or cooking - which directly feeds into politics of “untouchability™.
Thus, the case stood on the trinity of, SC said, “safety, standard
and secularism”.

Livelihood hit | The measure had a
chilling effect with restaurants forced to
ask Muslim employees to stand down
during the yatra. The workers, largely
pasmanda, would thus lose wages, and
. proprietors, their workers. The kanwar

s 5 vatra has been the busiest season for
# decadesfortheseeateries, fruitsellersand
food stalls on the 240km odd route with
multiple paths, catering to hungry, thirsty,
- - exhausted walkers. The non-compliant
would have had to cough up fines. The choice then was between a
fine and the possibility of economic boycott. It was unconscionable
for states toroll out such a targeted measure that hits livelihoods of
certain sections during a certain festival along a certain route -
Muslims along UP’s districts, and OBC/Dalit-concentrated pockets
indistricts from UP into Uttarakhand.

Introducing a fault | Any rationale was missing from the word
go. Unsurprisingly, directives drew new fault lines, Several kanwars
too criticised the directive. There’s, after all, also the matter of
choice. Peer pressure is big in community activity such as this. If a
kanwar were to patronise a restaurant against his group’s choice,
it might destroy camaraderie within kanwar groups. SC's order
rightly brings pause. But these govt directives should be altogether
nixed. They speak to poor governance, and poorer politics.

Attention recession

We now read tweets not books. watch reels not movies
Arnab Ray

What's going to kill humanity, even before rising oceans
and climate change, is our collective inability to concentrate,
Tests became ODIs, ODIs became T20s, long-form magazine
articles became blogs, which became tweets, movies became
videos became reels, news became debates, and debates
devolved into 10-second verbal volleys that became background

noise atdinner.

Politics, all over the world, has been drained clean of nuance to be replaced
by hype and emotion that target one at the moment and no more. People no
longer read books - that’s why bookshops now sell more computer games and
greeting cards. The collective reservoirs of human dopamine have been depleted,
our focus gone, thanks to user-interface designs of social media companies
that make us go back to our phones every few seconds, like rats on a wheel, in
search of areward that will never come.

And if T have to see the destruction of civilisation, I only need to look in the

»  mirror: Where once I could consume one massive tome after

another, curled up inmy bed, Inow struggle tomake it past two pages

N/ without taking a look at my phone. Once upon a time, watching a

movie instead of reading a book made me feel as if I had cheated on

the world. Now, [ cannot watch a film eitherin one go. [ have to pause every now

and then and watech a reel, and then one reel leads to another, At some point, 1

cannot even concentrate on that. Diversion needs a diversion, and I get back to

my movie But notforlong. Isleep. And thenIwake upandstartdoom-scrolling
through my phone.

It's even worse that [ am an author. Every hundred words [ write, Ineed togo
to another tab to listen to another song, change my playlist, read a tweet, and
write a few before I come back to writing the following sentence. A live conver-
sation with apersonsitting oppositeme isnotenough; I need tolook downatmy
phone, prioritise the message of a college friend I never ever liked, and
exchange a stream of texts till [ forget that thread, too, The worst of allisthat I
do not know why I do this while being conscious thatl am doing it. I guessIam
possessed, just like the rest of you.
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LOTUS F IGHTS TO BE POTUS

The battle for America’s soul wil
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[ be fought between Kamala Harris, who represents

a changing country, and Donald Trump, who pushes a quasi-isolationist agenda

Chidanand Rajghatta

A week is a long time in
politics, a British politi-
cian once said, but
he was speaking well
beforethearrival of the
internet and the age
of social media, when even 24 hours is
now an eternity. How things have
changed in the hours after Biden
bowed out - or was bustled out - of
the US presidential election race,
endorsing his VP Kamala Harris as #
the Democratic nominee.

Suddenly, she is poised to fight
the oldest nominee for president
in US history, It's not Biden's
senilityvorinfirmity inquestion
now. It's Trump’s age (78),
fitness, and mental acuity. The
tables have turned.

Trump and his MAGA cons-
tituency’s immediate response
to the development has been to
resume and ramp up attacks
on a person they see as an inter-
loper. The crazies are crawling
out of the woodwork, over-
running moderate Republicans
legitimately opposing Kamala
on political and ideological
grounds.

Birther conspiracies have taken
on new life. Far-right maggots feste-
ring with resentmentat a black-brown
woman taking on white supremacy
among other issues are questioning her
eligibility to run for White House because
sheisan “anchor baby” -borntoparents
when they were foreign students in US.
Twvpical of their ignorance, they're una-
ware that parental status is irrelevant;
she was born in America and that's
what matters.

Expect more such attacks and
vilification in the coming days in a deeply
polarised country, including edited
mishmash of her word salads (still nota
patch on Trump’s actual blather) and
sexist denigration of the way she dresses,
moves and laughs, Patriarchy and
misogyny still rule in conservative
America, illustrated by the continuing

efforts by old white men to regulate the

uterus of women, but who resist regula-
tion of deadlv assault weapons.

Kamala may or may not be the right

answer to America’s pro-

\ blems, but she has every

right to have a fair
shot at White House.

They will make \‘
it hard for her A
country that hasn't
elected a woman to
Oval Office in 248 years,

and whose old white

guard denied the presidency toa
white woman (Hillary Clinton) through
electoral college caprice (even though
she won dmn more popular votes than
the winner in 2016) is hardly likely to
entertain the prospect of a black-brown
woman in White House, Her getting
withinaheartbeat of the presidency was
enough totrigger them.

How does all this matter to the world
and specifically toIndia? For all its flaws,
US still remains the shining city on the
hill, a political, social, and economic
trendsetter. The fallout of what happens
in America will affect not just the global
order, but domestic politics everywhere.
Anydiminution of democracy and move

towards authoritarianism will delight
demagogues and dictators all over the
world.
Indians tend to see Kamala, or any
otherforeign leader of Indian
origin for that matter,
mainly through diaspo-
ric lens, expecting their
ethnicity to supersede
their nationality By now
it’s reasonably established that
any “desi-ness” in such leaders -
be it Rishi Sunak
or Kamala - is
secondary
and subser-

vient to
their natio-
nalloyalty, as it should be.

Simply put, or oversimpli-
fied, Trump may be an existential
threat to US and its democracy, but he is,
inone sense, good for India because he is
transactional, and lately, New Delhi is
good at this dhando (business). He is
easily won over by flattery. There will be
no pious lectures on human rights and
his anti-minority majoritarianism sits
well with the current dominant mood
in India.

In his first term, someone suggested
that all New Delhi had to do to appease
him was buy for its police forces plenty
of Harley-Davidson motorcycles, of
which he was a big votary India
did better; it hosted a public
rally that massaged his ego.
His jettisoning of an Atlanticist
outlook, his prospective diminu-
tion of Nato, and his more agreeable

puppet} while seeking to counter
China, will also be pleasing to New
Delhi. Trump sees India in favourable
terms, much more than Kamala.
Small wonder he has growing
support in India.

In any case, even an improbahle
Kamala victory will be questioned,
challenged, and possibly
overturned. A preview of
the methods was
demonstrated on

Jan 6, 2021 when the loser tried to usurp
power through violence and intimida-
tion trending to insurrection. The stage
has already been set and the acoustics
tested for a repeat performance. Trump
has, in effect, said only a result that
shows him winning will be valid. An out-
come where he loses can only be because
there was cheating and the election was
stolen.

So, domestically, the battle for the
soul of America that Biden often spoke
about has now truly been joined. On the
one side stands an old white misogynist
speaking in racist undertones who
promises to “Make America Great Once
Again” with aquasi-isolationist agenda,
while making it grate inthe four vears he
was inoffice. Ontheotherside will likely
beacandidate, far from perfect, but more
representative of a socially and demog-
raphically changing America that will
want to remain agreeably engaged with
the world. It will be a compelling, tense,
and possibly brutal few weeks ahead.

So strap on your seat belts. It's going
to beawildridetill Election Davon Nov 5
and perhaps even after. The pilot in the
cockpit has passed out, and the co-pilot
andapilotwhowascashiered in 2020 will
be making a grab for the controls. There’s
no telling who will land the plane, how,
and in what condition.

Why La Roja Shines, In White, Black & Brown

That Spain’s a major sporting power goes back to 1992 Barcelona Olympics. But immigration
IS changing the country. Its stars are not all white, whether the far-right likes it or not

Javier Dale

in Barcelona

the Western world.

The two wins' accurate comparison is neither
with the 2010 Fifa World Cup, nor Nadal's long
run in tennis. Instead, we have to go back 32
vears to the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. That
was not only a sports success. It was a public
demonstration that Spain isn’t only about bulls
and paella, and that Spaniards aren't short,
big-bellied, lazy people, but modern, free, arty
and talented citizens of alikeable country,

How did that happen? Was there a sudden
explosion of talent? If anything, there was a

sudden explosion of method.

Before 1992, sports success in Spain was the
result of individual effort. But in 1987, after Barcelona
was nominated to host the Olympics, a plan was put
in place. Program ADOQO, a non-profit govt-based
institution, gave young sports talents the opportunity
to worry about nothing but their careers. Funded with
public and private resources, it gave amateur athletes
the tools for success: from scholarships that, de facto,
equalised their economic situation to that of professio-
nal athletes, to medical, psyvchological and structural
aides like CARs (high performance centres). Alcaraz

Julv 14, 2024 will be a date to remember
in Spain. Carlos Alcaraz’s victory in
Wimbledon and the unexpected success
of the Spanish squad at the Euros were
something more than a breath of fresh
air. They also had a message for the
Columnist based world and to Spain itself as a nation.
“I'm Spanish, what do wou
want me to win?”, a successful
catchphrase of the early 2010s, got back into
circulation on social media. The two victories
have also shown Spain as a changing country
finding its way to be, while the far-right rises in

was trained in former tennis plaver Juan Carlos Ferrero's
academyshapedasa CAR.

Plus, the end of Cold War also brought unexpected
assets. Coaches and trainers of the former red bloc
could move to Spain to add a key element: technique

and expertise.

Those were the facts behind Spain’s 1992 success.
Not just effort, but method; not just talent, but hard
work; not just individuals, but a national goal birthed

by public-private joint ventures. Since 1992 until the
2022 Beijing Winter Games, Spanish sportsmen and
sportswomen have won 144 summer and winter
Olympic medals. From 1896 to 1988, they had won just
27 medals, a number that was almost equalled during
the Barcelona Games alone, with 22 medals.

While sports grew in Spain, the country was gro-
wing too. During the 1990s and early 2000s, its economy
and quality of life saw unprecedented growth. Just
before the 2010 debt crisis, it had the 3rd highest GDP

per capita in the Eurozone. But the debt crisis broke

some basic rules of the welfare state: public expenses

for those in need had to be cut. A suddenly impoverished
country became the breeding ground for a new kind of
far-right, not based in Franco's fascist dictatorship

nostalgia, but in a nationalistic, racist endeavour that
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has seduced thousands of voungsters.

The far-right rise clashed with an undeniable fact -
that Spaniards were moving to other countries, fertility
(1.16 child per woman) and birth (6.7%) rates
were falling, and immigration had become a
need. For Spain, and much of Europe, rise of
nationalism is based on the vote of a frightened
middle class that fears impoverishment without
being poor. This comes with the usual fake news
that sets crimes as aconsequence of immigrants
and illegal aliens, a lie that's been repeatedly
debunked by official data.

Although the
unchanged, immigration ischanging the skin of
Spain. Success has made Spanish sportsmen
and sportswomenavaluable -though notalways
affordable - good for Spanish professional
teams. Only three of the 23 players (13%) that
won the World Cup in 2010 plaved for foreign
teams. In 2024, this percentage has risen to
cAnd some of them, such as Rodri, Fabian
and Dani Olmo, have short or no experience
in Spanish domestic tournaments; they're
migrants themselves.

As 1t happened in 1982, the response to the existential
debate of what we Spaniards are comes from the
pitch. Young footballers Lamine Yamal (17) and Nico
Williams (22) set the bar; a 17-vear-old minor son of
migrants and the son of an illegal alien now repre-
sent the possibility of a future against racism and
warped nostalgia. Spanish society has to choose now.
Between its past and its future. Between its angels
and its demons.

sports method remains

Sacredspace

Be not the slave
| of vour own past
- plunge into the
sublime seas,
dive deep. and
SWIm Im 50
Vou afmﬂumw back with new
.w!j respect, with new power, and
with an advanced experience...

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Absence Of Doership Promotes Inner Peace

Vijay Vancheswar

he core teaching of Ramana
I Maharshifocuses on dissolving
one's sense of individual volition

or doership, kartitva in Sanskrit. The
sage mentionsthat the biggest mental
tapas isto subsume one’'s sense of
control and doership. This can be
sought either through the path of
bhakti, an unconditional acceptance of
the will of a higher power, or through
the path of jnan, a persistent inquiry
intothe sourceof one’sthoughtsto
identify who weare-the query "‘Who
amI? According to the sage, all other
spiritual pathslead and end only in this
guest. The sayving ‘Not a leaf moves
except by His will’ expresses this and
finds resonance inall faiths. “Thy Will
Be Done’ in Christianity and the Urdu
phrase ‘Manzur-e-Khuda 'in Islam
imply that acceptance of the will of the

Divine is an essential prerequisite for
one's peace and spiritual progress.
What we all unconsciously seek in
life is peace. Conflict arises from not
meeting our expected outcomes. The
singular cause of thisdistressisour
sense of control and volition. The
Bhagwad Gita providesa
solution: we have the right to
actions but not the results. -,
Outcomesareneverinour e p24
control. Sometimes, great
efforts donot produce
expected outcomes; at other
times, surprisingly plea-

contingency of ourlot can inspire a
certain humility, enabling us to accept
that, “There, but for the grace of God, or
the accident of birth, or the mystery of
fate,go!’. The wisdom of this under-
standing humbles us and changes our
attitude to life for the better.

Far from advocating
inaction, an absence of doer-
ship promotes non-action, a

positivetrait that focuseson
being in the moment, Eamana

Maharshi explains this by
distinguishing freedom

THE SPEAKING TREE from free will and ego from

sing outcomes are attained
unexpectedly. However, our persistent
and innate nature triggers ustoascribe
all our successes primarily to our efforts.
In his book The Tyrannyof Merit,
Michael Sandel points out that for all
our striving, we are not self-made and
self-sufficient. A lively sense of the

egoism. Freedom, as Ramana
says, isour birthright. We are ever free,
mMore 50 as we persevere to associate
with our true nature or Self, Our
senseof illusory free will provokes
disharmony, more so when outcomes
and expectations are not met. Ramana
alsodistinguishes ego and egoism. A

sage's egoresembles that of a burnt
rope, appearing to be independent but
incapable of assigning volition to itself,
exuding peace and divinity. Helikens
this to the state of ‘wakeful sleep’,
meaning awake to what happens but
without a sense of involvement.
Children until around three vearsold
are in this blissful state, with the diffe-
rence that they are unaware of their
innate divinity, Translating thisfrom
an intellectual understanding to living
by it daily demands reflection and
validation of events we experience. As
we reflect on the everyvday events and
actions that we experience and ascribe
ownership to, we realise that in almost
all cases, ouractions involve a thought,
acall or an accidental meeting, over
none of which we exercise control.
Acknowledging this will, over time,
help us reduce our entanglement with
the sense of doership.
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Eyeing 130% Surge In

PER CAPITA EGG
AVAILABILITY

As India aims to be a
developed nation by 2047,
where will the country be

placed in terms of per capita

egg availability compared
to global benchmarks
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Biden exit effect:
Wall Street picks
up after selloff

\1\ 7all Street rose on Monday,
- regaining some ground
after the previous week's
declines as investors assessed
the odds of a second term for
Republican nominee Donald
Trump in the Nov election after
President Joe Biden withdrew
from the race.

Biden said on Sunday he was
opting out and endorsed Vice
President Kamala Harris's
candidature. Online betting site
PredictIT showed pricing for a
Donald Trump victory slipped 4
cents to 60 cents, while climbing
12 cents to 39 cents for a Harris
Wwin. reuTeRs

crazy bosses
~

YOUR ENTHUSIASM
IS INFECTIOUS, MONTY-
TONE IT DOWN.

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Since finance mi-
nister Nirmala Sithara-
man’s fifth Budget on Feb 1,
2023, Indian investors have
become richer by a stagge-
ring Rs 174 lakh crore —
translating to about $2.1 tril-
lion at the current rupee-dol-
larrate. In the same time, the
sensex has risen 31% (nearly
21k points) while Nifty has
outperformed its more popu-
lar peer with areturnof 39%,
stock exchange data showed,

Gains in the sensex and
Nifty, however, fade when
compared to the returns in
mid and small-caps. While
B5SE’'s Midecap index rose
92% — nearly doubling in-
vestors' money — the Small-
cap index was slightly be-
hind at a 90% gain. The rise
in these indices during the
last18-plusmonthscameon
the back of strong buving
by both foreign and domes-
tic investors. Mutual funds
had net invested Rs 3.4 lakh
crore in the equity market,
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while FPIs net bought worked in tandem to keep

stocks worth Rs 2.1 lakh
crore, official data showed.

The turnaround in the
fortunes of the Indian mar-
ket since Feb 2023 is remar-
kable if we look at how the
global economy and mar-
kets have traded during the
same period. Despite fears
of rising inflation in the US
and the EU, govt and RBI

the impacts of a global infla-
tionary pressure from affec-
ting the Indian economy in
any major way. While RBI
managed liguidity well and
its monetary policies conta-
ined inflation, govt kept its
market borrowings under
check. As a result, the Indi-
an economy didn’t face a ru-
naway inflation and interest

SUNILAGARWALESUNILCARTOONS.COM

Oil extends fall, sees
biggest drop since June

( »]il extended its recent slide
_/ as investors weighed the
fallout from US President Joe
Biden's decision not to seek
reelection. Brent slipped under
$82 a barrel after slumping by
almost 3% on Friday, the biggest
drop since June. sLOOMBERG

CrowdStrike short
sellers gain $461mn

H‘hﬂrt sellers piling into bets
.} against CrowdStrike
Holdings were rewarded on
Friday when a botched software
update from the firm sparked a
global IT outage and sent shares
plunging to their worst day
since Nov 2022, eLoomBErG

PhonePe, Google Pay
cede online share

’ yhonePe and Google Pay saw
a marginal decline in their
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~ Sensex Up 21,000 Pts Or 31%, Market Cap Surges By $2Tn

ALL QUIET ON D-ST ON BUDGET DAY EVE

rates alsodidn’t rise much.

Among the highlights of
the Indian market was the
crash in Adanigroup shares
just around last Budget. Af-
ter US-based short-seller
Hindenburg Research pub-
lished a damning report on
the group on Jan 24, 2023, in
about five weeks, the gro-
up's total market value cras-
hed by nearly 65% —fromRs
19.2lakhcroretoabout Rs6.5
lakh crore. Since then, the
group has recouped most
losses and Sebi didn't find
any proof backing Hinden-
burg’s allegations of corpo-
rate malfeasance by the In-
dian conglomerate.

The market also disco-
unted the Lok Sabha poll re-
sults that saw the BJP's to-
tal seats fall from their
number five vyears ago.
Evenas markets tooka tums-
hle as a knee-jerk reaction,
they soon recovered to take
the sensex over the 80K-
mark — which is seen as a
major psychological miles-
toneforDalal Street.

- Mid & small-cap indices RBI cites Windows outage

~double since last Budget toflag single vendor risks

. Dependence On Third-Parties For Critical Services
.~ Can Create Vendor Lock-In Situations: Dy Guv Rao

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI's deputy go-
vernor M Rajeshwar Rao ci-
ted last week’s global Win-
dows outage to highlight
the risks of outsourcing
and relying on a single ven-
dor for critical services. He
also pulled up lenders for
partnering digital plat-
forms that do not provide
redressal mechanism.

“Last Friday's (inci-
dent) essentially reflects
the kind of risks which I'm
talking about. Third-party
dependencies and digital
outsourcing have become
integral to the operations
of financial service entities
consequent to the rapidly
evolving technology,” the
deputy governor said in a
speech ata BFSI summit or-
ganised by ratings agency
CareEdge on Monday.

Rao said that dependen-
ce on third parties can crea-
te vendor lock-in situations
where regulated entities be-
come reliant or captured by

a single vendor of critical
services. “This lack of ven-
dor diversification can in-
crease dependency risks
and limit the flexibility of
the entities to adapt to
changing market condi-
tions,” he added. Rao said
that despite regulatory ef-
forts, some entities fall

Last Friday's (incident) essentially reflects the

kind of risks which I'm talking about. Third-party
dependencies and digital outsourcing have become
integral to the operations of financial service entities
consequent to the rapidly evolving technology

— M Rajeshwar Rao | ret peputy GOVERNOR

the kind of mechanism
which we thought they wo-
uld be having,” he said.

Rao also stressed the im-
portance of transparency and
effective mechanisms for
handling customer compla-
ints, This includes addressing
issues such as hidden fees and
ageressive sales tactics.

v —

short in customer service
and transparency, which im-
pactstrust and satisfaction.

“Guidelines mandate
that regulated entities sho-
uld ensure that the lending
service providers engaged
by them have suitable grie-
vance redressal mecha-
nisms on their website or
apps. A recent study under-
taken by us has found that
not all of these lending ser-
vice providers or apps have

The deputy governor no-
ted the critical importance of
assurance functions — risk
management, compliance,
and internal audit — in iden-
tifying and managing risks to
sustain financial growth. Rao
said that RBI supports a hy-
brid regulatory approach,
combining activity and enti-
tv-based regulations to adapt
swiftly to changes in the sec-
tor while maintaining robust
risk management.
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araman and her deputy Pankaj Chaudharvwith top
finance ministry officials in her North Block office on Mondav (Standing 1L-R)YCBIC chairman
Sanjay Kumar Agarwal, revenue secretary Sanjay Malhotra, DIPAM secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey financesecretary T V Somanathan, economicaffairssecretary Ajay Seth, financial ser-
vices secretary Vivek Joshi, CEA V Anantha Nageswaranand CBDT chairman Ravi Agarwal
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share of total transactions
processed through UPI in June as
smaller players gained traction.
PhonePe’s share in total UPI
transactions dropped to 48.4%
from 48.7% in May. sLoomeere

BoE plans expanded
repo facilities

London: The Bank of England
said on Monday that banks
should get ready to make greater
use of its repo facilities as it sells
down its govt bond holdings and
plans a major expansion of its
current six-month repo
operation. rReuTERS

figure it ot

$.5 million

worth of $10,000 invested
in Amazon IPO in 1997

i
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source: Yahoo Firance (Value on July &)

Under pressure from IT cos to
allow 14hr work days: K’taka min

CCl sends queries to
Reliance, Disney on
$8.5bn merger deal

New Delhi: Antitrust body CClhas asked
Reliance Industries and Walt Disney
around 100 questions linked to their $8.5
billion India
including details on sports rights as it he-
ightens its scrutiny of the deal, two sour-
cestold Reuters.

Antitrust experts had warned that the
Reliance and Disney deal, which was an-
nounced in Feb, could face intense scruti-
ny asitwill create India’s biggest enterta-
inment player with 120 TV channels and
two streaming services.

The companies will also together own
lucrative rights for cricket — India’s most
popularsport. Ina confidential submission
to CClin May the companiessaid theirmer-
ger would not hurt the competition, and ar-
gued that cricket rights will expire in 2027
and 2028 and allow bidding by rivals, and
advertisers can target cricket-watching
consumers on many rival platforms inclu-
ding YouTube, Reuters reported in May.

The CCI has sought to know why You-
Tube — which mostly has free,user-gene-
rated content — should be treated in the
same market as subscription streaming

media assets merger,

services like Netflix and Disney. tuw

Govt’s stake in UCO
may dip by 2%-3%

Kolkata: The central govt's stake in UCO

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Karnataka la-
bour minister Santosh Lad
on Monday said that the sta-
te gcovt 1s under pressure
fromtheIT industry tointro-
duce legislation allowing
software professionals to
work up to 14 hours aday. He,
however, clarified that no fi-
nal decision has been made
as govt 1s still evaluating the

HCLTech’s policy linking ‘work from
office’ with leaves ‘draconian’; IT union

Bengaluru: IT employees' union NascentIinformation
Technology Employees Senate (NITES) has criticised
HCLTech's policy that links work from home with employee
leaves, calling it ‘draconian’,
According to the union, the policy requiring employees to work
from office for 12 days a month to be eligible for leaves is contrary
to the work-life balance concept. Reports suggested that HCLTech
has started informing certain teams about this policy. T

proposal and seeking a tho-

Bank is likely to come down by 2%:-3% In
the next two quarters with the city-based
public sector lender planning to raise Rs
2,000crore. Govt'sstakeinthe bank isnow
95.4%. This was disclosed by UCO Bank
MD & CEO Ashwani Kumar on Monday
during an interaction with media after
announcement of the bank’s Q1 results.
UCO has registered 147% growth in net
profit in the quarter ended June 30.
According to Kumar, the bank has al-
ready received the approval of its board
of directors for raising Rs 4,000 crore
through QIP or other routes. UCO has al-

rough debate on the issue.

“The Bill has come to us
because of pressure from the
IT industry. It is not the I'T' mi-
nister (Privank Kharge) him-
self who has come up with
this idea but all stakeholders.
That's why it has come to us
(labour department). 1 want
all major stakeholders to de-
bate this and share their opi-
nions, Based on the feedback,
we, asa department, will look
into the issue and take it for-
ward,” Lad said.

Regarding concerns abo-
ut the potential impact on I'T
employees’ personal and soci-
al lives, Lad said, “Let I'T com-
panies, owners, and directors
come forward and discuss
whether it is necessary or
not. Later, we will take a call.”

The state BJP has also
slammed the Congress govt,
arguing that it should focus
onunderperforming sectors
rather than imposing new
policies on the thriving IT
industry “Siddaramaiah’s

govt itself is in sleeping mo-
de but he plans to propose a
bill that will force the IT sec-
tor to work for 14 work hours
aday, 70 hours a week,” Kar-
nataka BJP president BY Vi-
javendrawroteon X.

Govt sources declined to
provide details of the Bill
being proposed. However,
IT industry association
Nasscom said categorically
that they fully support the
48-hour workweek across
the countrv.

s0 sought govt's permission to raise Rs
2,000 crore. “We shall be raising the capi-
tal in tranches. In first tranche, we shall
raise Rs 2,000 crore in this quarter or next
quarter,” Kumarsaid.

Kumaradded thatthe bank had posted
a net profit of Rs 551 crore in the quarter
ended June 30, from Rs 223 crore in the
same period last year.

A bank official said the growth in pro-
fit was largely due to an improvement in
net interest margin along with a reduc-
tion in the cost of deposit and growth in
non-interest income. Income from writ-
ten-off assets hasalsogoneup. ww
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Doting Gen Z ‘parents’ drive pet care market

Nandini.Sengupta
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Powered by millennial
and Gen Z pet owners’ search for
out-of-the-box products and ser-
viees for their pets, India’s pet ca-
remarket isall set to jumpfrom 1
billion in 2022 to $2.5 billion by
2025—a CAGR of morethan15%.
Pet care marketers say the focus
is moving away from the conven-
tional pet food segment to a more
varied bouquet of offerings.
Shashank Sinha, CEO, Drools
Pet Food said, “While pet food is
still 63% of the market, the cate-
gories of supplements, treats, to-
vs, accessories and bowls are in-
creasing which aligns with the
trend observed in mature pet care
markets like the US and Europe.™
What has changed over time
isthe profile of petownersinln-
dia. Today’s ‘pet parents’ — ma-

Food Biz Key, Accessories Catching Up

» The market is growing at a
CAGR of more than 15%

» While pet food holds 65%
share, other categories like
accessories, cosmetics, collars
and bowls are growing fast

» By 2025, 1 in 3 pet parents will
be millennial or Gen Z

> In metros, pet families spend
73,000-5,000 per month on petcare

'

» About 35% of petcare market
will shift online in a few years

ny of whom adopted their furry
friend during the pandemic -
are younger, tech-savvier, and
far more invested in looking for
specialised solutions and servi-
ces for their pet care needs.
Rashi Narang, founder &
CEO of Heads Up For Tails, said,
“If we've learnt anything from

the pandemic, it's the power of
the pet which also supercharged
orowth of the pet care e-commer-
ce market.” She added that the
growth curve is thanks to “digi-
tally savvy millennials and Gen
Z8 who will account for one in
three pet parents by 2025”. Accor-
dingtoSinha, Indiaisexpected to

see its e-commerce share reach
35% within the next few years.
For the pet care market, that
has meant a sudden spurt in in-
vestor interest. Between 2021-22,
the industry attracted invest-
ments totalling $77 million, asre-
ported by Venture Intelligence.
Already, several petcarestartups
are offering everything from pet
cosmetics to tech-enabled smart
collars and pet tracking devices.
Take the IIT-Madras incubated
Vetinstant Healthcare, which of-
fers devices to track pets’ vital
statistics. Its founder Vani Aivar
said, “Pet parents today have se-
en technology deliver across
multiple segments like food, ban-
King, travel and health, so they
are keen to look at new ideas and
new methods of pet care too.”
Bangalore-based wveterinari-
an Archith Sridhar specialises in
regenerative medicine through

his company Animalia Biogene-
sis. “We focus on treating severe
injuries, arthritis, and Kidney is-
sues using stem cells and plate-
lets without side effects of con-
ventional treatments,” he said.
However, this growing trend
of paw-parenting is largely a met-
ro phenomenon. According to
sinha of Drools, *Cities such as
Bengaluru and Hyderabad have
emerged as prominent markets...
Monthly expenses of Rs 5,000 or
maore on pets are becoming incre-
asingly common, with the avera-
ge expenditure in Bengaluru es-
timated at Rs 3,000 per month,”
Pet parents are also networ-
ked using social media and fre-
quently shares tips and compla-
ints. Heads Up For Tails, Narang
added, collaborates with these
communities along with NGOs,
influencers and pet activists to
“encourage conversations”.

‘Baba Kalyani’s niece &
- nephew look to settle

family assets matter

Reeba.Zachariah@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bharat Forge chairman Ba-
ba Kalyvani'snephew Sameer Hiremath
and niece Pallavi Swadi are looking to
settle a dispute over a multi-billion dol-
larestate with theiruncle through a co-
urt-monitored mediation process.

Sameer and Pallavi — grandchild-
ren of forging industry pioneer Neel-
kanth Kalvani — had moved Pune civil
court against their uncle Baba Kalvani
in March, seekingdivision of family as-
sets. They had demanded one-ninth of
the family estate including stakes in
Bharat Forge and Kalyvani Steel as their
share. Sameer and Pallavi are children
of Baba's sister Sugandha Hiremath,
who is also the co-promoter of Hikal, a
pharmaceuticals and chemicals com-
pany. Separately, Sugandha is in an ow-
nership dispute with Baba over Hikal.

The court on Monday asked the
two parties to look at settling their
dispute through mediation after Sam-
eer and Pallavi tabled the mediation
option before the judicial forum. The
siblings told the court that they were
willing to mediate with their uncle as
they were deeply anguished by mud
slinging in court.

If Baba agrees to the mediation,
then from such date for a period of 60
days the matter will stand adjourned,
people familiar with the case said. If
mediation fails, the mediator will file a
failure report and the dispute will con-
tinue at the Pune court.

A Kalvani Group spokesperson sa-
id: Having filed a frivolous suit before
the Pune local court seeking partition
of alleged properties of Kalyanifamily
HUE, both Sameer Hiremath and Palla-
vi Swadi have now sought permission
of the court to permit mediation of the
dispute. The proposal to mediate in the
pending dispute itself demonstrates
that both have no cause of action in fi-
ling the partition suit. Both petitioners

Group's Listed Cos Are
Worth Over 795K Cr

» Sameer Hiremath
and Pallavi Swadi,

the nephew and

niece of Kalyani Group
chairman Baba Kalyani, £

have said that Kalyani family assets
were created because of the efforts

family assets in March this year

» They had attached a list of family
assets along with the suit. They
also wanted other family members
to disclose acquisitions over the
years using family funds

have been indulging in making malicio-
us attemptstodefame certain named fa-
mily members, the spokesperson said.

On Monday, Sameer and Pallavi pro-
duced documents that showed the exis-
tence of the ANK HUF and the assets
that were under its management. Baba
had earlier denied the existence of any
such HUF and had said that Sameerand
Pallavihad noright in the wealth of any
Kalyvani family HUF since they and Ka-
Iyanis do not have any common “male”
ancestor. The siblings, however, argued
that they became coparceners in their
own right in the Kalvani family HUF
upon the introduction of the amended
Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act
1956, in the vear 2005.

In their rejoinder filed on Monday;
the siblings said that the wealth was
created by their great grandfather,
ANEK, which led to the growth of the Ka-
Ivanifamily “Sinceall these businesses
commenced and the investments were
made from the said nucleus, all these
businesses and investments constitu-
ted the properties of the joint family™
the duosaid in their rejoinder.
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Cash reserves relief can help
tackle deposit woes: SBI MD

Mumbai: Lowering the cash deposit/
reserveratio(CRR)or the proportionof
deposits banks are mandatorily requi-
red to park with RBI will help the len-
ders facing low deposit growth, SBI ma-
naging director Ashwini Kumar Tewa-
ri said on Monday. Talks for such a cut
areon, hetold reporters here, clarifying
that the country’s largest lender does
not need such a reduction as it is well
placed on the liquidity front. There has
not been any formal request for a CRR

cut made either, he added.

Tewari said, “We have to look at va-
rious avenues for helping tide over the
challenge posed by lower deposit
crowth.” He specifically mentioned a
request to get bank deposits at par with
capital market investments while refer-
ring to CRR and SLR. On whether the
bank has soughta CRR cut, hesaid, “We
have not sought any formal dispensa-
tion, but it is a conversation we conti-
nuetohave.” agencies
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Employment
& Wage Gap

With robust balance sheets
at their disposal, the private

ensure higher compensation
to workers. While employme

is lot of distance to travel

sector must step up hiring and

in organised manufacturing is
above pre-Covid levels, there
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Domestic Drivers To Support Growth Amid Caution On Al, Market Speculation And Mis-Selling Of Financial Products

Check Chinese imports,

Al casts huge uncertainty on jobs

India Inc Should Plan To Augment Labour Rather Than Displace Workers
MAY REDUCE PRODUCTIVITY

Team TOI

Intelligence (Al) castsa

“huge pall of uncerta-
inty" when it comes to jobs,
considering its impact on
workers across all skill levels
— low, semiand high,saysthe
Economic Survey. “The big-
gest disruption for the future
of work is the accelerated
growth in Al which is poised
to revolutionise the global
economy. India would not re-
main immune to this trans-
formation.”

Taking a note of the gro-
wing concerns around im-
pact of Al on employment,
the survey said technological
leap has potential to disrupt
growth and thus it requires a
concerted effort among Cent-
re, states and even corporates
to minimise disruptions.

P"l“l'he advent of Artificial

Short term challenge |
Generative Al could slow
BPO sector growth, affecting
customer service

Al's emergence might reduce
annual productivity growth by
approximately 0.3 percentage
points in coming years

Long term potential | Broader
Al adoption could lead to

Productivity impact | However,

| significant improvements in
healthcare and education,
- enhancing human capital

“These will create barriers
and hurdlestosustained high
orowth rates for India in the
coming vears and decades.”
To protect jobs, there is a
need toquickly adapt toadvan-
cements. “With Al taking ro-
ots in several spheres of eco-
nomic activity, job market
must adapt, while steering the

technological choices towards
collective welfare is key”

It said while Alhasaconsi-
derable potential for boosting
productivity, it can also “dis-
rupt employment” in certain
sectors. “As Al systems conti-
nue to get smarter and adop-
tion increases, the future of
work will be reshaped... Rou-

tine tasks, including custo-
mer service, will likely wit-
ness a high degree of automa-
tion, creative sectors will see
extensive usage of Al tools for
image and videocreation, per-
sonalised Al tutors can resha-
pe education and sectors like
healthcare can witness acce-
lerated drug discovery.”

The survey also said Indi-
a's services exports, primari-
ly the BPO sector, could be
badly hit due to the advent of
Al, and thus companies sho-
uld devise strategies to tackle
the reversal. “Next wave of
technological evolution
might bring the curtains
down on boom in telecom and
rise of internet facilitated
BPOs. In this milieu, the cor-
porate sector has a responsi-
bility, as much to itself as it is
to society, to think harder
about ways Al will augment

labour rather than displace
workers.” On impact of Al in
the services sector, the sur-
vey said studies suggest it is
likelv to “restrain the growth
opportunities for business
services progressively” and,
therefore, poses a challenge
to long-term sustainability
and job creation.

The survey, however, noted
that even while posing chal-
lenges to jobs, Al will emerge
As an opportunity to create
employment. “... Indiaisanat-
tractive destination for Al in-
vestment due to its relatively
low operating costs and
world’s second-largest pool of
highly skilled Al machine le-
arning, and big data workers.”
India — with its vast demog-
raphic dividend and a very vo-
ung population —is*“uniquely
situated” as Al poses both
risks and opportunity,

India must labour to generate
78.5L non-farm jobs every year

Team TOI

he Indian economy ne-
eds to generate an av-

EMPLOYMENT MATRIX

Annual Requirement For Non-Farm Job Creation

shares of income have to be
fair,” said the survey.

“In their fascination for

Al and fear of erosion of

erage of nearly 78.5
lakh jobs annually until 2030
in the non-farm sector to ca-
ter to the rising workforce,
the survey has estimated,.

It said that to meet the de-
mand of 78.5 lakh jobs in the
non-farm sector per year,
there is scope to supplement
the existing schemes of pro-
duction linked incentive (60
lakh employment genera-
tion over 5 vears), MITRA
textile scheme (20 lakh emp-
loyment generation), MUD-
RA, and others while boos-
ting their implementation.

The survey said that state
govts can grease the wheels
of hiring by businesses by
easing the compliance bur-
den and reforming laws on
land, etc, to suit the prioriti-
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esof development. It said the
jobs are created in the priva-
te sectorand India’s corpora-
te sector has never had it so
good as now, with profitabili-
ty at a 15-year high in FY24.
Profits had quadrupled bet-

ween FY20and FY23.
“Businesses have an obli-
gation to themselves to stri-
ke the right balance between
deplovment of capital and
deployment of labour, Asim-
portant, capital and labour

competitiveness, businesses
have to bear in mind their re-
sponsibility for employment
generation and the consequ-
ent impact on social stabili-
ty," it added.

Calling for a rebalancing
of labour regulations for ge-
nerating employment, the
survey said current labour
regulations have uninten-
ded adverse repercussions
for the general workforce,
and women specificallv

The report showed that a
comparison with other co-
untries reveals that India's
stricter overtime wage regu-
lations are potentially hinde-
ring the growth of the manu-
facturing sector by driving
production to nations with
lower overtime costs,

Gap between
2 NPA cycles
should rise

Team TOI

he banking industry has

been urged to lengthen the
gap between two cycles of
NPAs. Govt's economic report
card has also said that corpo-
rate shift to capital market for
funding is a positive develop-
ment in this regard.

These observations come
atatimewhentheassetquality
of scheduled commercial
banks has improved, with
gross NPAs ratio decreasing to
2.8% in March 2024, which isa
12-vear low “Indian financial
sector isat a turnpike moment.
The dominance of banking
support to credit is being redu-
ced and role of capital markets
is rising. For a country that
aspires to be a developed na-
tion by 2047, this is a long-awai-
ted and welcome development.

No longer an aberration,
mis-selling ‘too rampant’

Team TOI

4 | The Economic Survey
has highlighted the
malaise of mis-selling

in banks and financial servi-

ces and has said that it is ‘too
rampant’ to be dismissed as
an aberration of a few over-
enthusiastic sales personnel.

“Acknowledgement of
mis-selling and misrepre-
sentation and compensa-
ting for consequential los-
ses isagood business practi-
ce enjoined upon stockbro-
king, fund management,
banking and insurance
firms,"” it said.

This is the first time a
govi agency is acknowled-
ging mis-selling as a syste-
mic problem. Previously, re-
gulators viewed mis-selling
as isolated instances of mi-

sconduct. The reason why fi-
nancial institutions get
away with mis-selling is that
there is no punitive penalti-
es for consequential loss and
at best the victims get their
money back after they app-
roach the ombudsman, say

SYSTEMIC

PROBLEM

consumer activists .,
“Identifving and correc-
ting mis-selling and misre-
presentation and compen-
sating for losses are non-ne-
gotiable practices for sec-
tors like banking,
insurance and fund mana-
cement. Stakeholders need
to unite in efforts to bring
the consumer and the in-
dustry on same page to bu-
ild better trust and transpa-

rency between them,"” said
Sarbvir Singh, joint group
CEQ, PB Fintech. He added
that with tech advancement
andriseof Aland ML, ithas
become a lot easier for the
industry to detect and pre-
vent fraud in early stages.
Addressing mis-selling,
the survey also raises the is-
sue of regulatory turf, Whi-
le the mmsurance regulator
recognises banks as corpo-
rate agents, banks are regu-
lated by RBI. Similarly, in-
surance companies offer
nnit-linked insurance plans
(Ulips), promising market
returns. Stock markets are
regulated by Sebi. In the
past, Sebi's attempt to
clamp down on returns pro-
mised by Ulips had resulted
in a turf war, where finance
ministry had to intervene.

Social security
should keep
pace with gig
eco growth

Team TOI

pected toexpand to23.5mil-

lion by 2029-30, forming an
estimated 6.7% of the non-ag-
ricultural workforce or 4.1%
of total livelihood in the co-
untry, which calls for ereation
of effective social security ini-
tiatives for the segment. The
gig economy covers online
platform workers, freelan-
cers, on-call workersand crea-
tive tech talent. Growing con-
sumer adoption of digital ser-
vices in India has fuelled the
growth of the gig economy

GCCs pushing
creation of jobs

India’s global capability
centres (GCCs) have beco-
me new growth engine, acce-
lerating the country’s econo-
miec growth and job creation.
The rapid expansion of GCCs
has bolstered India’s I'T servi-
cesexports, providing a signi-
ficant boost to the industry.

By 2030, GCCs are projec-
ted to contribute a total reve-
nue of $121 billion, which is
approximately 3.5% of India's
GDP Out of this, $§102 billion
will represent export ear-
nings. Revenue from GCCs
has more than doubled to §46
billion in 2022-23 from $19.4
billion 1n the 2014-15, growing
ata compound annual growth
rateof 11.4%.

Iudia’s oig workforce 1s ex-

with internet companies de-
ploving a wider delivery fleet
onthegroundtocatertotheri-
sing demand.

“The new Labour Codes
now provide social security
benefits to gig and platform
workers via a social security
fund, financed by contribu-
tions from the central and
state govts, aggregators, CSR
ete. Additionally, definition of
inter-state migrant labour
has been simplified,” the sur-
vey said.

Fear of losing
control helps
debt recovery

Team TOI

|ntmductiun of insolvency
code has changed behaviour
of borrowers, with over Rs 10
lakh erore worth of defaults
being resolved in pre-admis-
sion stage of insolvency pro-
ceedings. Borrowers' fear of
losing control of their busi-
nesses after admission to in-
solvency prompts them fto
work towards resolving debt.

“Anotablefactis Rs10.2lakh
crore of underlying defaults
were addressed at pre-admis-
sion stage. This change in deb-
tor behaviour has been a big bo-
on for banks and other lending
institutions. The code has crea-
ted an optimal incentive-disin-
centive mix to facilitate above-
board and transparent dealings
in creditor-debtor relations.”

Speculation alert on high retail trade

Team TOI

he Eco Survey sounded

| a cautionary note abo-
ut huge surge in num-

ber of retail investors, who
may be coming to the market
in search of higher returns
and possibility of heighte-
ned speculation. It also war-
ned against a runaway stock
market with India’s market
capital-to-GDP ratio at 124%
in Dec 2023, the fifth highest
in the world. It was 77% in
Dec 2019. This indicator says
if market cap of a country is
growing faster than its eco-
nomy, it'stimeto becautious.
The survey also warned
about excessive retail parti-
cipating in derivatives tra-
ding. It said financialisation
of economies 15 a welcome
move but in several develo-
ped nations, this move has
not ended well, with the most
recentexample being the glo-

Buffett’'s Indicator Calls For Caution
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bal financial crisis of 2008.
Companies in BFSI space
have been asked to Keep in-
terests of the consumers in
mind and improve service
gquality through fair selling,
disclosure, transparency, re
liability and responsiveness.
“Significant increase inreta-
il investors in stock market
calls for careful considera-
tion. This is crucial because

possibility of overconfiden-
ce leading to speculation and
the expectation of even grea-
ter returns, which might not
align with real market condi-
tions is a serious concern.”
“For a developing econo-
my suchasIndia, thefinanci-
al sector needs tosupport the
banking sector and fill the
gap in capital required for
economy’s growth,” the sur-

vey said. Recently, RBI gover-
nor said since investors are
increasingly investing their
funds in mutual funds (most
of which in turn invest in
stock market), banks are fin-
ding it tough to mobilise
funds through fixed depo-
gits. Till a few years ago this
was not the case.

“(The) financial sector
should expand at a pace that
is in lockstep with economic
crowth. In particular, India
can ill-afford the economy’s
over-financialisation at its
current development stage.”

“Market capitalisation to
GDP ratio is not necessarily
a sign of economic advance-
ment or sophistication. Fi-
nancial assets are claims on
real goods and services. If
equity market claims on the
real economy are excessive-
Iy high, it is a harbinger of
market instability rather
than market resilience.”

encourage mvestments

Boosting FDI Flows Can Reduce Trade Deficit,
Integrate Local Cos With Global Value Chains

Imports Rise, Exports Stagnate

Team TOI

iscourage Chinese go-
D ods butencourage Chi-

/' nese capital. This is
the twin track approach laid
out by the Economic Survey
to deal with what it calls the
China Conundrum. In a poli-
cy prescription aimed at ta-
kKing advantage of China
Plus One strategy, the docu-
ment suggested a policy ret-
hink, arguing that FDI from
India’s neighbour will help
domestic companies integ-
rate with the global value
chain besides checking the
wideningtrade deficit.

“...to boost Indian manu-
facturing and plug India into
the global supply chain, it is
inevitable thatIndia plugsit-
self into China's supply cha-
in. Whether we do so by rely-
ing solely on imports or par-
tially through Chinese in-
vestments is a choice that
India has tomake,” it said.

Pointing to a recent rese-
arch note, which cautioned
against the risk of coercion
due to Chinese dominance in
certain segments, the Survey
advocated “striking a right
balance between importing
opods and importing capital™
from China. The report had
cited how Bragzil, Turkey and
some European nations had

INDIA'S TRADE WITH CHINA
@ Exports Imports  Datain $Bn
101.7
65.3 65.2 85.0
48.7

Trade Deficit

2019-20 2020-21

£021-24

2022-23 2023-24

Source; oVt

raised import duty on elec-
tric vehicles, but courted in-
vestment from China.

*India has a similar deci-
sion to make, given its large
bilateral trade deficit with
China. It makes India vulne-
rable to potential abrupt
supply disruptions. Repla-
cing some well-chosen im-
ports with investments from
China raises the prospect of
creating domestic Eknow-
how down the road. It may
have other risks, but as with
many other matters, we
don't live in a first-best
world. We have to choose bet-
ween second and third-best
choices,” 1t said. Following
Covid outbreak, India too

had imposed checks on FDI
from neighbouring countri-
es, a move meant to target
Chinese companies. It follo-
wed 1t up with import and
public procurement curbs.
while banning several apps,
including Tik Tok, after ten-
sionescalated in Ladakh.
survey argued imports
from China are so cheap that
*no amount of tariff can re-
duce their price competitive-
ness”, It cautioned against
Chinese goods slipping in
through third countries, wit-
hout getting noticed. Beijing
too has responded by block-
ing India's access to solar
parts after govt launched an
anti-dumping probe.

Govt sees 0.5-7% growth in
FY25, agencies more upbeat

Team TOI

ted to grow by 6.57% in

2024-25, says Economic Sur-
vey, acknowledging that it is
conservative, given the fact
that market expectations are
on the higher side.

The estimate is lower than
KBI's projection of 7.2%
growth for the current financi-
al vear. Several agencies, in-
cluding IME, have raised the
country’s GDPestimatesshar-
ply after better than expected
expansion of 8.2% in 2023-24,
IMF now expects the economy
to grow by 7% in 2024-25.

Thesurvey said domestic
arowth drivers have suppor-
ted economic growth in
FY24, despite uncertain glo-
bal economic performance.
Italsosaid improved balance
sheets will help the private
sector cater to strong invest-
ment demand.

“A note of caution is war-
ranted here. Private capital
formation after good growth
in last three years may turn
slightly more cautious becau-
se of fears of cheaper imports
from countries that have ex-
cess capacity” The survey lis-
ted several risks to growth, in-

lndia’s economy is estima-
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*Financial years for
India; Source: World
Economic Qutlonk
Database, April 2024,
IMF, National Accour
Statistics, Mospi

cluding geopolitical situation,
weather related shocks and
supply chain disruptions.

It said Indian economy re-
covered swiftly from pande-
mic, with real GDP in FY24 be-
ing 20% higher than the pre-
Covid FY20 level. “Overall, In-
dian economy looks forward
to FY25 optimistically, antici-
pating broad-based and inclu-
sive growth.”

The survey says short-
term inflation outlook for In-
dia is benign but listed several
options that could be conside-
red from angle of longterm

price stability. It called for fo-
cused efforts to increase the
production of major oilseeds,
such as sunflower and rapese-
ed, mustard, and explore the
potential of non-conventional
oils, such as rice bran oil and
corn oil. “The possibility of
expanding scope of national
mission on edible oils bevond
palm oil to other major oilse-
eds is worth an examination.”

More efforts are needed
to expand area under pulses,
particularly lentils, tur, and
urad inmoredistricts and ri-
ce-fallow areas.

Timely, quality data must
to improve policy actions

Team TOI

™ ovt's economic report
card has called for
_I strengthening the sta-
tistical system and said the
statistics ministry needs to be
equipped fully to produce and
integrate all required data
with desired quality, regulari-
tyv and timelines.

It also said gquality and ti-
meliness of administrative
and transactional dataof the
ministries must be brought
to levels that facilitate time-
ly course corrections aga-
inst the backdrop of target
of making India a developed
nation by 2047,

The need to shore up the
statistical system with good
data producing capability is
also required for formula-
ting policies and timely deci-
sion-making to address soci-
etal challenges and promo-
ting inclusive growth. In re-
cent vears, the guality of

govt data has triggered a de-
bate and there have been
calls for an overhaul of data
collection and dissemina-
tion syvstems in the country.

Thereporthashighlighted
the need to update the base ye-
ar of important indicators,
stich as GDPE, CPl1and ITP to the
most recent feasible vear at
the earliest. It sald ministry
has undertaken an exercise to
change base year of CPI from
2012 to 2024 and has set up an
advisory committee on Natio-
nal Accounts Statistics todeci-
de on base year for GDP.

It also flagged the need for
high-frequency collection of
price monitoring data for es-
sential food items and link
them in a way that build-up of
prices at each stage from farm
gate tothe consumer isquanti-
fiable and monitorable. The
sugeestion comes against the
backdrop of stubborn food in-
flation and the impact of weat-
her related events on vegetab-

les and other products and pri-
ce spikes, which have confron-
ted policymakers.

The survey has also sug-
gested that iff the granular
ST data of over 1.3 croreent-
ries is made available, it has
potential to analyse the he-
alth of businesses, screen lo-
an applications, provide sup-
port for cash flow-based len-
ding and understand the eco-
nomies of different
gepgraphies deeply It has al-
g0 called for a regular mecha-
nism to aggregate financial
flows to infrastructure and
physical progress — sectoral-
ly and geographically diffe-
rentiated —achieved in ditfe-
rent infrastructure sectors,
atleast on an annual basis.

On the infrastructure sec-
tor, the report has mentioned
that existing databases fall
shortonassessingthedemand
for infrastructure and track-
ing the utilisation of facilities
built in the sub-sectors.
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US BILLBOARD 200 ENDS AS EMINEM DETHRONES HER FROM TOP SPOT

Kamala Vows To ‘Earn’ Prez Race Spot

Bigwigs Like Clintons And Pelosi Back Her,
But Some Dems Suggest Open Convention

Chidanand Rajohatta| T

Washington: US vice-presi-
dent Kamala Harris said Sun-
day that she intends to earn
and win the Democratic Party
nomination for the presidency
even after endorsement by
Prez Joe Biden and other key fi-
gures in the party amid indica-
tions there could be at least one
other marginal challenge,

“T am honoured to have the
president’s endorsement and
my intention is to earn and win
thisnomination. I will doevery-
thing in my power to unite the
Democratic Party — and unite
our nation — to defeat Donald
Trump and his extreme Project
2025 agenda,” Harris said in a
statement, hours after turbule-
nt developments in the Demo-
cratic Party led to Prez Biden
bowing out of the 2024 preside-
ntial election under pressure.

On Monday, Harris paid tri-
bute to Biden at an event for col-
lege athletes at the White Hou-
se, her first public appearance
since he dropped out, sayving he
had “already surpassed the le-
gacy of most presidents whoha-
ve served two terms in office,”

“T am first-hand witness

Musk and Khosla
argue over Trump’s
GOP candidature

New York: Tech billionaire
Elon Musk and Indian-Ameri-
can venture capitalist Vinod
Khosla were engaged in a war
of words on Monday over Re-
publican Donald Trump's can-
didature for the US presidency.

Inaposton X, Khosla said it
is hard for him to support so-
meone like Tru-
mp, who has “no
values, lies, che-
ats, rapes, deme-
ans  women”,
and “hates im-
migrants” like
him. “He may cut my taxes or
reduce some regulation but
that is no reason to accept de-
pravity in his personal values.
Do you want prez who will set
back climate by a decade in his
first vear? " he asked.

Replying to his post, Musk
said Trump “doesn’t hate you.
Infact, I think helikes vou. Meet
him and find out for vourself’
The Tesla CEQO said he is not
suggesting that Trump is wit-
hout flaws, but there should be
an administration that is more
likely to be meritocratic and
promote individual freedoms.

Khosla in his reply said he
agreed with that, “but abandon
climate and drill baby drill? Be
MAGA (Make America Great
Again) and abandon Nato and
American leadership and mo-
ral authority?”. The top Silicon
Valley investor added: “I was a
socially liberal registered fiscal
Republican till climate made
me switch to Independent.”

In support of Trump, Musk
said civilisation will continue
to need oil and gas. “1 don't th-
ink we should demonise an ind-
ustry that is essential for huma-
nity... Sustainable energy prod-
uction and consumption is gro-
wing very rapidly and is tracki-
ni to exceed the use of hydroca-
rbon fuels. That will happen no
matter what Trump does.” pr
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B'desh protests halted, govt | Anti-terror efforts being
- made controversial by

that every day our president,
Joe Biden, fights for the Ameri-
can people, and we are deeply
grateful for his service to our
nation,” Harris said. Biden had
originally planned to speak at
theevent, but remained in Dela-
ware recovering from Covid.
Harris subbing in for Biden of-
fered a well-timed glimpse of
what she could be like in the job
of prezshould she win in Nowv.

Several Democratic vete-
rans and lawmakers, notably
Hillary and Bill Clinton, for-
mer House speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, senator Elizabeth Warren
and congresswoman Alexand-
ria Ocasio-Cortez ( AQC), back-
ed Harris, with the mainstre-
am in the party appearing to
closeranks behind her:

But key party grandee, for-
mer US prez Barack Obama,
did not directly endorse her,
although he has been a close al-
ly. It appears he would like her
to go through the nomination
process and win the support of
majority of delegates, which
also is the route she prefers.
Obama conspicuously with-
held endorsing Harris, instead
alluding to the possibility of an
apen convention. He expressed

Records to her credit...

Kamala Harris, the daughter of an Indian mo
father, is a barrier-breaking prez candidate.
become the first black woman, and first

descent to head a major party's presidenti

TIMES GLOBAL
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HOLDOUT? Kamala Harris (L) with Joe Biden and Barack Obama

0Im a previous aspirant, author
, Marianne Williamson, who de-
clared that "nomination of a
new candidate must be opened
to a genuinely democratic pro-
cess at an open convention”,
“No one should simply be ano-
inted to the position of nomi-
nee; all candidates must be he-
ard and theiragendas explored.
Our party's basic first principle
is democracy. We cannot save
our democracy without practi-
cing it ourselves.” she said.
Another potential opposi-

EIERELY

Why Obama hasn’t endorsed Harris

any of the marguee names in Democratic politics began quickly

lining up behind Kamala Harris on Sunday, but one towering
presence was conspicuously absent: Barack Obama. The former prez
has not yet endorsed Harris; in fact, he did not mention her once inhis
tribute to Prez Joe Biden. “l have extraordinary confidence that the
leaders of our party will be able to create a process fromwhich an
outstanding nominee emerges,” he wrote inthe post. Republicans
interpreted that as a snub. But people close to Obama, who has positi-
oned himself as animpartial elder statesman above intraparty machi-
nations, said not to read too much into it. Endorsing too early now wo-
uld fuel criticism that Harris' nomination was a coronation, they said.
But there are other more personal considerations, Bidenis a deeply
prideful man, and he has never fully forgiven Obama for quietly back-
ing Hillary Clinton in the 2016 campaign. Nor was Biden pleased when
Obamatold him that he should consider sitting out 2020, too, peoplein
his circle have said. Obama wanted Sunday to be about Biden, a cele-
bration of his accomplishments, an ex-White House official said. nyr

confidence in Democratic lea-
ders’ ability to “create a pro-
cess from which an outstan-

the new Democratic nominee
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Public opinion on who should be

and Ist person of and Ist black toserve as.
colour to be vice-prez . California attorey ge o
In 2016, she became only the second lﬁm

Kamala
Harris

2,048

Respondents

Democrats

July 13-16 | Biden vs Trump 0.3

More registered voters expect Kamala Harris to win
against Donald Trump than thought so of Joe Biden

H Joe Biden ® Kamala Harris ™ Note sure M Donald Trump
(% of registered voters)
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July 21 | Harris vs Trump _Em
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July 21 | Harris vs Trump 3.5 f 'ﬂ' 13

July 13-16 | Biden vs Trump EF

Republicans

uly 21 | Harris vs Tump (£ I R

Support for Harris among elected
Democrats as the party’s nominee
M Publicly supported M Did not specify ® Have not commented

tion from Senator Joe Man-
chin, who decamped from the
Democratic side to become in-
dependent following differen-
ces with the party leadership,
but was said to be considering
returning to the fold tomount a
challenge for the nomination,
died on his own accord. “T am
not going to be a candidate,” he
said, but added that hefavoured
the idea of a “mini-primary”.
Biden supporters from bla-
ck and Hispanic caucussuch as
Congressman Jim Clyburn
and AOC, who had said they wo-
uld support Harris if and when
Biden drops out, are keeping
their word. 1 pledge my full
support toensure her victory in
Nov, Now more than ever, it is
crucial that our party and co-
untry swiftly unite to defeat Do-
nald Trump,” AQC posted on X.

ding nominee emerges”,
One direct challenge to her
prospective candidacy came fr-

Donald Trump polls slightly Biden drops out of ther race
better against Kamala Harris {'
than he does against Joe Biden Biden endores vice-prez Harris
35% ® Joe Biden ™ Kamala Harris Biden's delegates aren't obligated to support
Someone else | ®Robert F Kennedy Jr Harris, but they may be inclined to do as he wishes
W Other, Note sure, or | would not v

— 27
Not Sure

vote M Donald Trump

majority leader Chuck Schumer,
House minority leader Hakeem
Jeffries. Ex-speaker Nancy Pelosi
+ backed Harris late on Monday

Do other candidates declare?

v
v v

No Yes
Efforts at unity
Party leaders will try to convince almost 4,000
delegates to coalesce around one candidate
[ Succesds 4———
Y Y
One Candidate emerges Doesn't Succeed
Early votes possible
i +
Uncontested convention Contested convention
Y v
Winperinround 1  No winner in round 1
l v
v Super delegates join votes

{Additional 700 party officials, elders vote in round 2)

|
v

No winner
! Big names among Dems who Ll 'J
have not yet endorsed Harris...
Former Prez Barack Obama, Senate No winner -—,
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gets 48 hrs to meet demands,
including apol{)gy fmm PM

Dhaka: Bangladesh PM Shei- =

kh Hasina blamed her political
opponents for deadly violence
that swept the country during
recent student-led protests aga-
inst quotas in govt jobs. Her co-
mments came a day after the
Supreme Court agreed to scrap
most quotas in a ruling on Sun-
dav. Hospital data showed at le-
ast 147 people were Killed.

“When arson terrorism st-
arted, the protesting students
said they were not involved in
it,” Hasina said. “We were for-
ced to impose a curfew to pro-
tect the lives and property of
the citizens,” she said. “We will
lift the curfew whenever the si-
tuation gets better.” Hasina bla-
med the main opposition Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami party and
its student wing for the violen-
ce, The parties did not respond
torequests for comment.

The streets appeared calm
in Dhaka on Monday. Late on
sSunday, protesters gave the go-
vt 48 hours to meet new dema-
nds, but most appeared to be ob-
eving the curfew Monday. Tan-
ks were seen stationed at sever-

Bangladesh military forces patrol the
streets in Dhaka on MHI'HII&!.IL Internet
& mobile data services are still down

al places in Dhaka. There were
no reports of violence in the co-
untry; officials said.

The new demands from pro-
testers included a public apolo-
gy from Hasinafor the violence,
restoration of internet connec-
tions and reopening of campu-
ses. The Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement also called

for the resignation of some mi-

nisters and university officials
and the dismissal of police offi-
cers deployed in the areas whe-
re students were Killed. “We are
oiving an ultimatum to the govt
to fulfil our eight-point demand
within48hours,” oneof the Mo-
vement's leaders, Hasnat Ab-
dullah, said. He did not say wh-
at would happen if the govt did
not meet the demands. reuters

 political mafia: Pak army

Omer Farooq Khan | TnN

Islamabad: The Pakistanar-
my accused its critics of “po-
liticising” its anti-terrorism
efforts, including a new mili-
tary operation, to the detri-
ment of national interests
following the arrest on Mon-
day of Raoof Hasan, infor-
mation secretary of PTIL hea-
ded by jailed former PM Im-
ran Khan. The army said the
party information secretary
was in charge of PTI's digi-
tal media cell which, it alle-
ged, was involved in run-
ning anti-state propaganda.
Last month PM Shehbaz
Sharif had approved a milit-
ary offensive to counter a spi-
ke in terrorist attacks across
Pakistan, particularly in vol-
atile NW Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and SW Balochistan pro-
vinces, but the idea was criti-
cised by opposition parties,
particularly PTTand the righ-
ts group Pashtun Tahaffuz
Movement (PTM). They ter-
med it a ploy against Pashtu-
nstoearn dollarsfrom big po
wers and exploit resources.

ﬁddressmg a presser in
the garrison city of Rawalpi-
ndi, the military’s spokesper-
son, Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry asked, “Why dida
mafia, a political mafia, and
an illegal mafia say that they
would not let this campaign
{OperationAzme-e-Istehkam,
or Resolve for Stability) hap-
pen?” He added that oppo-
nents of the offensive had tri-
ed to make it “controversial”
and paint it as a purely mili-
tary operation in which thou-
sands of people would be dis-
placed. He did not name any
party or group butcalled the
army's critics “politicalan-
dillegal matias™, an apparent
reference to PTTand PTM. Lt
Gen Chaudhry said they we-
re using “fake news and pro-
paganda” to spread lies abo-
ut the army."This is digital
terrorism,” he said.

The party posted on X, sa-
ying: “It's absolutely shame-
ful how Islamabad police con-
tinues to completely mock
and disregard every law in
this country. Law of the jung-
le isreigning over Pakistan!”

Washington: Secret Service
director Kimberly Cheatle said
Monday that her agency failed
in its mission to protect ex-prez
Donald Trump during a highly
contentious congressional hea-
ring with lawmakers of both
major political parties deman-
dingsheresign over security fa-
1lures that allowed a punman to
scale a roof and open fi-
reatacampaign rally
In her first hearing
over the July 13 assassi-
nation attempt, Cheatle
repeatedly angered law-
makers by evading qu-

Kimberly Cheatle

Who will be Harris’
running mate to
take on Vance?

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Attention has
quickly turned to who Kamala
Harris will choose as her runn-
ing mate in US prezelection. At
least six governors of Democr-
at-run states, couple of lawma-
kers, and cabinet officials are
on the shortlist being floated by
party activists and supporters.
Among them are governors
of Michigan (Gretchen Whitm-
er), Pennsylvania (Josh Shapi-
rojand North Carolina (Roy Co-
oper), all battleground states
which they could help deliverto
Harristoreach the 270electoral
votes needed to win the White
House. Last week, Trump nam-
ed hardline Republican senator
JI} Vance, 39, to serve as his vi-
ce-presidential running mate.
Also in the mix are Califor-
nia governor Gavin Newsom,
Harris' contemporary from
that state; [llinois governor J D
Pritzker; and Andy Beshear,
Democratic governor of Ken-
tucky, a solidly Republican sta-
te. But since Democrats are not
expected to lose California and
[linois, or win Kentucky, they
are considered outside possibi-
lities, as also Michigan's Gret-
chen Whitmer, since having
two women on a ticket in a co-
untry that has never elected a
woman sounds inconceivable,
For the similar reason,
another name making the ro-
unds, transportation secretary
Pete Buttigieg is also an outlier:;
the US is seen as not ready fora
ticket with a black-Asian wo-
man for presidency and a gay,
midwestern man for vice-prez.
Of course, some feminists
and fantasists throw in Hillary
Clinton, Michelle Obama and
Oprah Winfrey into the mix,
but no serious political pundit
entertains that prospect.

ATTITUDE IS ALITTLE
THING THAT MAKES A
BIG DIFFERENCE

— WINSTON CHURCHILL

o 4
RYAN REYNOLDS REVEALS HE GAVE UP SALARY FOR ‘DEADPOOL TO
COVER SCREENWRITERS’ FEES: “WANTED CO-WRITERS TO BEON SET'

GOP trying to run Biden
out of office, which would

put Kamala in WH now

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Democrats may
have bundled US Prez Joe Bi-
den out of the nomination pro-
cess for the 2024 presidential
elections but Republicans are
now tryingtorun himoutof of-
fice — a prospect that would
put Kamala Harris in the Oval
Office even before she has been
nominated for the race orform-
ally elected tothe White House.

Hours after Biden bowed
out of the 2024 race, former
prez Donald Trump himself
led the charge to oust Biden, sa-
ving, “If he can't run for office,
he can't run our country!n”

Regardless of his drop-
ping out of the race, Biden is
constitutionally mandated to
stay in office as president till
Jan 2025, when a newly elec-
ted prez will take over.

Trump also showed what
was transparently phony em-
pathy for Biden, saying the De-
mocratic party “stole the race
from Biden after he won it in
the primaries,” while at the
sametimetrashingthe prez, sa-
vingheis“goingtowakeupand
forget that he dropped out of
the race today!” “Biden never
had Covid. He is a threat to De-
mocracy!” Trump wrote on “T-
ruth Social” as more trash talk
threatened to engulfl’ the politi-
cal process already mired in
mistrust and misinformation.

Republicans are also repor-
ted to be planning tomountale-
gal challenge questioning the
validity of the Biden campaign
handing over finances and ca-
mpaign infrastructure to Har-
ris. The matter could end up be-
fore the six-member Federal
Election Commission panel
that is evenly split between Re-
publicans and Democrats, and
if they hew to party line, it co-
uld further end up in courts, ra-
ising visions of the kind of

NYT

Hours after Biden bowed out,
Trump said, ‘If he can’t run for
office, he can't run our country!!!”

eridlock that occurred during
the 2000 elections involving Ge-
orge Bush and Al Gore.
Regardless, the Harris cam-
paign is now sending out ema-
ils with a “Harris for Presi-
dent” logo, soliciting campaign
contributions. On Sunday; the
campaign raised almost 350
million, making it the single

On Sunday, the Harris
campaign raised almost
$50m, close to the nearly
$53m that Trump raised

in the 24 hours following
his criminal conviction

biggest day for online Demo-
cratic contributions since the
2020 election. It was close to the
nearly $53 million that Trump
raised in the 24 hours following
his ecriminal conviction. The
rapid rise in donations indica-
ted that the rank and file of the
Democratic Party was coale-
scing solidly behind Harris.
Meanwhile, Biden's deci-
siontobailoutof therace, itis
now emerging, was based on
diminishing poll numbers
rather than any word from
“Lord Almighty” which he sa-
id would cause him to quit the
race, Internal surveys showed
him losing in almost every
battleground state, making a
victory almost impossible,
even as big donors began to
withhold contributions.

Americans face deluge of trash talk and
conspiracy theories in election season

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tun

Washington: A tsunami of
trash talk and conspiracy theo-
ries is raining down on Ameri-
cansas MAGA maniacsand ra-
dical left loonies are duking it
out on social media over their
respective leaders’ character
and merit. The exit of Prez Joe
Biden from the 2024 race for the
White House and the promo-
tion of Kamala Harris as the
prospective Democratic nomi-
nee has unleashed a furious as-
sault on evervthing from her
character to her mannerisms.
Trump himself has led the
way, gibing about the way she
laughs and calling her crazyv. “1
call her laughing Kamala. You
can tell a lot by a laugh. She's
crazy. She'snuts,” Trumptolda
rally in Michigan in a meande-
ring speech that led liberal
trolls tojoke that bats in the ani-
mal kingdom were going “Tr-
ump-shit crazy’ (a play on the
expression “batshit crazy™).
MAGA activists backed up
Trump’s jibe by posting an edi-
ted mash-up of Harris laughi-
ng on different occasions in dif-
ferent settings, and worse, im-
pugning her character by tal-

US Secret Service boss says
attack on Trump major failure,
but rejects calls to resign

te the faillures, Cheatle, who has
spent nearly three decades at
the Secret Serviee, remained
defiant that she was the “right
person” to lead the agency:
Cheatle acknowledged that
the shooter, Thomas Matthew
Crooks, had been seen by local
law enforcement beforethesho-
ofing w1t]1 a rangefinder; a sm-
- all device resembling
binoculars. She said
| the Secret Service wo-
| uld have paused the
rally if agents had be-
en told there was an
“actual threat”, but

estions, citing ongoing
Investigations. She called the
attempt on Trump's life the Se-
cret Service's “most significant
operational fallure” indecades.

Cheatle acknowledged that
the Secret Service was told abo-
ut a suspicious person “betwe-
en two and five times” before
the shooting. She also revealed
that the roof from which the
shooter fired had been identifi-
ed as a potential vulnerability
days before therally Cheatlesa-
id she apologised to Trumpina
phone call after the rally. Despi-

shesald there'sadiffe-
rence between someone identi-
fied as suspicious and someone
identified as a true threat.
Asked about why there were
no agents on the roof, Cheatle
said she is still waiting for the
investigation to play out, pro-
mpting outbursts. The Secret
Service has acknowledged it de-
nied some requests by Trump's
campaign for increased securi-
tv at hisevents in the years befo-
re the assassination bid. But
Cheatlesaid that there were “no
assets denied” for therally. ap
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THE ‘COCONUT TREE' MEME

A clip of Kamala Harris from a May
2023 speech quoting her mother
often saying, ‘You think you just fell
out of a coconut tree?', has been
viral since Prez Biden's disastrous
June 27 debate. Harris' supporters,
also known as the ‘KHive', have
been using the coconut tree emaji
as the unofficial campaign icon to
push for her candidacy as US prez

king up a purported affair she
had some 30 years ago.
Conspiracy theories are al-
s0 proliferating by the minute.
They range from Biden's state-
ment on quitting the race not
being on an official letterhead
and the signature on it not mat-
ching his usual signature (and
therefore suspicious), to the fa-
miliar birther theory about
Harris being born outside the
US orbeing an offspring of fore-
ign student, and therefore not
eligible to run for White House.

Activists on both sides also
duked it out on her identity —
on whether she is African-
American or Indian-Ameri-
can, and which heritage she
embraces or avoids. Harris is
Jamaican-American (from her
dad’s side) and Indian-Ameri-
can (from her mom’s side), and
therefore she's black-brown,
not strictly African-American
in the conventional sense.

She often identifies herself
as black but alsoembraces Indi-
an heritage from her maternal
side, growing up closer to her
mother, who brought her up as
a single mom after her parents
divorced when she was six.
Trolls also feasted on edited
mash-upsof Harris' “rambling
word salad”, with one right-
wing outlet suggesting it “may
be a svmptom of a little-known
but common psychological co-
ndition called logorrhoea — al-
soknown as verbal diarrhoea”,

To be fair, liberal trolls ha-
ve confected similar mash-
ups of Trump (who suffers
even more from a similar con-
dition), including parodyving
his scowls, jowls, and other fa-
cial contortions. Al tools are
further helping wreak havoc.

AROUND THE WORLD

Reuters

ADRENALINE RUSH: A person swings 120m above ground at Berlin's
Alexanderplatz. The attraction is said to be Europe’s highest swing

Who's smiling now?
Nirvana, Marc Jacobs
settle logo lawsuit

h, that lawsuit Nirvana

filed against the fashion
line Marc Jacobs for using its
smiley face logo without perm-
ission? Nevermind. After more
than a half-decade of litigation,
the sides have agreed to settle.
The corporate entity represen-
ting Nirvana sued Marc Jacobs
in 2018 after the fashion line
announced it would release a
“Bootleg Redux Grunge” colle-
ction of clothing that featured
a smiley face logo the lawsuit
called “virtually identical to
Nirvana's copyrighted image".
Nirvana's smiley face has an
uneven head, X's for eyes and a
wavy smile with a tongue

sticking out on the right side of
its face. Marc Jacobs' smiley
face, which was part of both
clothing designs and general
marketing promotion for the
collection, looks the same but
swaps in an “M"™ and “J" for the
X's. The rock band has used its
smiley face logo since the early
1990s. The yellow-on-black styl-
ing of the logo and the typefa-
ce used on the shirts were also
too similar to Nirvana's recog-
nisable designs, the band's
lawyers argued. In response,
Marc Jacobs pursued a counte-
rclaim alleging that the band
had not filed proper copyright
registration for the logo and
questioning its lawyer's story
that Nirvana frontman Kurt Co-
bain had drawn it. The terms of
the settlement have not been
disclosed in court documents.
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‘Captain should be §
on the park more E

often than not’

Fitness, Not Form, The Reason Behind Surya’s Elevation
As T201 Skipper Over Hardik, Says Chief Selector Agarkar

Nitin.Naik@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: One of the conten-
tious issues after the team for
the T20I series against Sri Lan-
ka was announced was the ap-
pointment of Survakumar Ya-
dav as skipper, with rising
voung batting star Shubman
Gill named as his deputwv.
Hardik Pandya was vice-cap-
tain to Rohit Sharma in India's
victorious campaign in the T20
World Cup and had a great tour-
nament with bat and ball (144
runs at a strike-rate of 151.57
and 11 wickets at an average of
17.36) and was the hero of the
final too against South Africa.

It was expected that Pandya
will be the natural successor to
Rohit. On Monday, prior to the
team'’s departure to Sri Lanka
from Mumbai, Agarkar re-
vealed that Pandya's battles
with fitness was the prime rea-
son why the selectors took that
call. “The captain should be on
the park more often than not,”
was Agarkar's blunt take on
Pandya’s demotion.

“Why Surya as captain? Be-
cause he is one of the deserving
candidates,” Agarkar stated.

Growing dressing room re-
spect for the dashing Mumbai
batter was also another reason
revealed by Agarkar. “He's been
around the gsroup over the last
vear, we get feedback from the
dressing room a lot. He has a
good cricket brain and is one of
the best T'20 batters in the world.
One of the main issues we dis-
cussed was that you want a cap-
tain who is likely to play all the
oames. We think he is a deserv-
ing candidate and hopefully
we'll see how he develops into
the role,” Agarkar explained.

Agarkar though was full of
praise for Pandya’s skillsets and
utility he offered to the team.

Why was Rahul overlooked?

KL Rahul, a player who has
led India across formats, was
another cricketer who could be
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of captaincy. But judging by
the selectors’ calls, one feels that
(5ill is the chosen one for the
future. “KL hasn't been part of
T201s now for a while. We've got

GAMBHIR (L)
AND AGARKAR
IN MUMBAI
BEFORE
DEPARTURE

il I

“We haven't discussed Surya for ODIs. Shreyas is bac:‘k. KL is

had great World Cups. Rishabh is back as well, so there is some quallt;-.r _
through that middle order. At this point Surya is pust a T20 player.”

“Now that Rishabh's back, you want to get him amund the group -
KL has been terrific in One-day cricket. He had a great World Cup as well.

This is a big Test season (10 matches), we obviously feel these two will

have a huge role to play.” —Ajit Agarkar - w

a chance to hit the reset button.
When Hardik got injured, cap-
taincy became a challenge as
Rohit wasn’t playing T201s. Be-
cause he was still around, it
made our life easier, and he
could come and lead. We don't
want that situation where sud-
denly we have to look around for
a captain in case there are inju-
ries or loss of form. Shubman
has shown decent leadership
gualities, and we want him to
get experiences.”

Why the snubs to Abhishek,
Sanju and Ruturaj

Agarkar was asked if the
calls to drop players like Sanju
Samson (dropped for ODIs de-
spite getting a hundred in his
last outing vs SA in a series-
decider), Abhishek Sharma
(dropped from T20ls despite
getting a hundred in Zimbabwe)
and Ruturaj Gaikwad (dropped
despite impressing in both ODIs
and T201s) were justified. “Eve-
ry player who is left out feels
hard-done by. Our challenge is
fo pick only 15. To try and get
the best balance possible, some-
one is likely to miss out, You've
got to see who is picked ahead
of them (KL Rahul, Shreyvas
Iver). Are those guys not deserv-
ing?" Agarkar asked.

Jadeja not dropped from ODIs

“We know what Jaddu has
done. He's had a terrific S0-over
World Cup. He hasn’t been
dropped. We had Axar Patel in
the squad and either of them
wouldn’t have played all three
games it we'd taken both. A big
Test season is coming up, where
he's likely to feature in a lot of
the Tests,” said Agarkar.

GALLERY

to third seed Malaysia.

under 279,

India teams lose in quarters

India’s boys and girls lost narrowly in the quar-
terfinals of the World Junior Squash Champion-
ships Team competition in Houston, The sixth-
seeded boys went down 1-2 to fourth seed South
Korea and the girls lost by an identical margin

Aditi signs off tied 33rd: Aditi Ashok shot
three-over 74 to finish tied 33rd at the LPGA
Dana Open in Sylvania, Ohio, on Saturday. Aditi
ended up with a four-day aggregate of five-

England rise three spots: England have
moved off the bottom of the ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) standings with a compre-
hensive 241-run victory over the West Indies in
the second Test of their series. The victory saw
England rise past South Africa, Bangladesh and
West Indies into sixth place on the current table.
The West Indies fall to ninth on the standings.

Dominant India face minnows Nepal:
Buoyant India will look to extend their winning
run and seal a semifinal berth when they face
Nepal in their final Group A Women's T20 Asia
Cup match in Dambulla on Tuesday. Meanwhile
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh produced superlative
performances to secure victories over Malaysia
and Thailand in group B and inch closer to the
semifinal berth on Monday. While hosts Sri
Lanka thrashed Malaysia by 114 runs, Bangla-
desh outwitted Thailand by seven wickets.

The

of the ICC.

Lawson

TO SRI LANKA 2~

Gaurav.Gupta@timesofindia.com

Colombo: As was widely expec-
ted, the International Cricket Co-
uncil (ICC), soon after the conclu-
sion of its four-day Annual Confe-
rence here on Monday, announced
thatithadformedathree-member
committee to “review the delive-
ry” of the T20 World Cup which
was co-hosted by the USA and the
West Indies last month,
committee

three directors-former New Zea-
land batsman Roger Twose,
Lawson Naidoo and Imran RS
Khwaja, who is the deputy chair

“The ICC Board confirmed
that there will be a review into
the delivery of the ICC T20
World Cup. This will be overseen
by three directors, Roger Twose,
Naidoo and Imran
Khwaja who will report back to
the Board later in the year,”
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FIRST TEST: Gautam
Gambhir (C) and the

= X Indian team & support
~ ' staff arrive in Colombo
on Monday

A PRIVATE MATTER

Relationship With Virat Not For Public Consumption, Says New Head Coach Gambhir
Ahead Of Team’s Departure To SL, Adds Rohit, Kohli Have Plenty Of Cricket Left In Them

Nitin.Naik@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The rumour industry had
been working overtime ever since it
was announced that former opener
Gautam Gambhir will be the head
coach for India. His firebrand alterca-
tions with batting talisman Virat Koh-
i in the IPL (2013 KKR vs RCB) and
2023 (LSG vs RCB) were probably the
reasons for that.

There was more history, Gambhir
was dropped from the side in 2016 after
the Rajkot Test against England and KL
Rahul, who was reportedly still unfit,
made a curious return as opener, Inci-
dentally, Kohli was the captain then.

However, on a rainy Monday in
Mumbai, it seemed like plenty of water
had flown under the bridge. Ahead of
the team's departure to Sri Lanka for
a six-matech white-ball series (three
T201s and three QODIs), the gritty former
left-handed opener put theories that
suggested it will be a difficult dressing
room with him and Virat in it, to rest.

“What kind of relationship I share
with Virat Kohli, [ think it is between
two mature individuals. It may be good
for TRP, but it's not public,” Gambhir
sald and justified the run-ins with the
superstar batter by adding, “On the
field, everyone has got the right to fight
for their own team, their own jersey,
and want to come back in a winning
dressing room.”

Putting his India hat on, Gambhir
further stressed, “But vou are represent-

ing India and 140 crore Indians now, and
[ am sure we are going to be on the same
page and try and make India proud.”

That their relationship was not in
cold storage was evident during the
2024 IPL when both met cordially and
Kohli, targeting headline seekers, had
famously said, “logon ka masala
khatam” during an event.

Gambhir was asked if he and Kohli
had chatted or exchanged texts after he
was named coach and he stressed,
“How many chats have | had with him,
after my announcement or before my
announcement, during the games, after
the games... sometimes just because we
want headlines.... it is not important.”

But he reiterated the respect he has
for the man who he gave away his man
of the match award for after Kohli's
first international hundred in 2009 in
Kolkata. “He is a thorough profes-
sional, a world-class athlete, a world-

Workload management for

someone like Jasprit Bumrah is
important. For a batter, if they can
play consistently, if they're in good
form, might as well just play all the
games. Rohit and Virat are not playing
T20 cricket. We only have two formats
to look after. I'm sure they're going to
be available for most of the games.”

“A happy dressing room is a
winning dressing room.”

class player. 1 have huge respect for
him as a player and it is going to con-
tinue. And hopefully we can work to-
gether really well.™

Another player, Gambhir will have
to work closely with is Rohit Sharma,
who has retired from T20Is, like Koh-
1i, but will continue to lead India in
Tests and ODIs. And he hoped that
Rohit and Kohli still have a lot of
ericket left in them.,

“They have both shown they can
deliver on the big stage, be it the T20
World Cup or 50-over World Cup. One
thing I can be clear of 1s that both have
a lot of cricket left in them. More im-
portantly, with the Champions Trophy
and a big tour of Australia coming up,
they would be motivated. If they can
keep their fitness, the 2027 ODI World
Cup as well.”

For the record, Kohli will be 39 in
2027, and Rohit will be 40.

“It is important to give players
freedom and not have a relation-
ship of a head coach and a play-
er. The best relationship is one
built on trust.”

“Sometimes international cricket
can be tough. it can be insecure as
well because only 15 can be picked.
It is the job of support staff to keep
them happy.”

—Gautam Gambhir

includes

Rohit Sharma (left) with USA's Harmeet Singh at Nassau County Inter-

national Cricket Stadium in New York during the T20 World Cup

related to the conduct of the
World Cup, although a reliable
source in the ICC has maintai-
nedthatboth Claire Furlongand
Chris Tetley had made up their
mind to quit last year itself but
were asked to stay back for the
Women’'s T20 World Cup (Fur-
long), and the Champions Trop-
hy next year (Tetley).

No discussion on India’s CT
participation: Meanwhile, TOI
understands that there was no
discussion on the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy, to be held in Pakis-
tan in 2025, or India's participa-
tion in the tournament.

the

EB to be more offensive
this season: Cuadrat

[CC stated in arelease soon after
the conclusion of its Annual Ge-
neral Meeting (AGM).
Reportedly, the ICC has in-
curred losses over 320 million
for conducting matches in New
York, Florida and Dallas. Appa-

by Pankaj Khimjiof Oman.

rently, the tournament’s expen-
ses for the US leg overshot the al-
located budget by a long margin,
something that was pointed out

It wasreported that theresig-
nation of two ICC officials was

Bagan rope in one
more Aussie striker
in MacLaren

USA, Chile put on noticeand

given 1 year for compliance: In
what is certainly a big setback
for cricket in the United States
just a few days after their natio-
nal team stunned everyone by
beating Pakistan and making it

Dravid to

RR as head coach?‘

Gaurav.Gupta@timesofindia.com

Colombo: Team India’s former
head coach Rahul Dravid is
likely to return to the Rajasthan
Rovals as the IPL franchise’s
head coach, TOI has learnt.
“Talks are going on between RR
and Dravid, and an announce-
ment in this regard is round the
corner. He is likely to return to
ER, " a reliable source told this
paper. The 51-vear-old Dravid, a
legendary India batsman, has
had along relationship with the
Royals, having been their cap-
tain who led them to the Cham-
pions League T20 final and [PL
playoffs in 2013, before taking
on the mentor’s role with the
Jaipur-based franchise in 2014
& 2015, when they finished third
in the IPL. It was in his stint
with RR that players like Sanju
Samson and Stuart Binny blos-
somed and eventually went on
to play for India.

From 2015, Dravid was as-
sociated with the BCCI as the
head coach of the India Un-
der-19 and India A teams, then
the chairman at the National
Cricket Academy, before finally
taking over the head coach of
the Indian men's team from Oct
2021. It's not clear if the fran-
chise would retain Sri Lankan
great Kumar Sangakkara, who
has been the Rovals’ director of
cricket since 2021 or relieve him
after Dravid comes on board.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka are
taking the help of an Indian

return to

ROYALS
CALLING:
DRAVID /!

ha_nd to prepare fm A six- matn:h
white-ball series (three ODls
and three T20Is) against India,
which will commence in Palle-
kele from July 27.

Zubin Bharucha, the high-
performance director of the
Rajasthan Royals, is currently
taking a nearly week-long ‘bat-
ting master class’ for Sri Lan-
ka’s plavers here in Colombo.

A former Mumbai batsman,
Bharucha is known for his rig-
orous training methods for the
batsmen, which have plaved a
key role in the rapid develop-
ment of India’s talented yvoung
batsmen, opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal and wicketkeeper-bats-
man Dhruv Jurel.

“I'm assisting Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC) coaches in how
they are setting up practice for
all their age groups, from the
academy to the international
players, as well as reviewing
the technical aspects of their
players across all formats,”
Bharucha told TOI on Monday:

As the director of cricket at
RR, Sangakkara has seen the
impressive work put in by
Bharucha. “It was Sangakkara
who recommended his name,”
a source informed.

loped pneumonia,

Boycott in hospital
after ‘turn for worse’

London: England batting gre-
at Geoffrev Boycott was on
Sunday readmitted to hospital
after suffering a setback in his
recovery from throat surgery,
hisfamily revealing “things ha-
ve taken a turn for the worse”.

The 83-vear-old was dis-
charged from hospital only on
Friday after a successful ope-
ration to remove a cancerous
tumour.

However, he has now deve-
“Thank
vou all for the well wishes, we-
've been blown away by the
sheer number of them,” read
a statement from the family
on Boveott's X account.

“Unfortunately, things ha-

1CC forms panel to review conduct of T20 WC |

Gafty Images

to the T20 World Cup Super 8s,
USA Cricket, along with Cricket
Chile, has been formally put on
notice and given 12 months to
comply with ICC’'s Associate
Membership criteria.

Apparently, the USAC has be-
en in breach of Associate Mem-
bers Protocols on two counts -
not having a fulltime CEO and
not having recognition of the US
Olympic and Paralympic Com-
mittee.

Women's T20 World Cup
expanded to 16 teams in 2030:
The ICC Board has approved an
expansion of the ICC Women's
T20 World Cuptol6 teams in 2030,
aligning with its ongoing com-
mitment to equity between the
men's and women's games. The
CEC approved the appointment
of ex-Australian pacer Paul Reif-
fel to the Cricket Committee as
the Elite Panel representative.

ECB open to IPL

ve takenaturn
for the worse
a and my father
£y has developed
pneumonia
and is unable
to eat or drink
so is back in hospital on oxy-
gen and a feeding tube for the
foreseeable.”

Boveott had previously be-
en treated for throat cancer in
2002 with chemotherapy and
radiotherapv.

Boycott is one of a select
groupof cricketers to have sco-
red 100 first-class hundreds.
For England, he scored more
than 8,000 runs in 108 Tests at
anaverageof nearly 48. arp

No proposal for
oﬁshore India-Pak
T201 series: PCB

Karachi: The Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) on Monday
made it clear that it has made
no proposal to play an offsho-
re T20I series against India,
and its current focus is on the
smooth conduct of the Cham-
pions Trophy.

There have been talks abo-
ut PCB Chairman Mohsin Na-
qvi holding discussions with
the BCCl officials on the possi-
bility of a T201 series at an off-
shore venue, likely in either
England or Australia.

“There is no such proposal
on the table or under conside-
ration because right now the
biggeAst challenge forusisto
organise the Champions
Trophy in a befitting manner
and we also have a packed in-
ternational schedule,” a high-
Iy reliable source said.

India have suspended bila-
teral series with Pakistan sin-
ce 2012 after Pakistan visited
the country for a short white
ball series. pri

funds in Hundred

Nagal triumphs: India's top-ranked tennis
player Sumit Nagal on Monday fought back from
the brink to defeat Slovakia’s Lucas Klein in the
opening round of the ATP 250 Kitzbuhel Open in
Austria. The Paris Olympics-bound Nagal won
6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (3).

Fils upsets Zverev to win Hamburg Open:
France's Arthur Fils came out on top after a
three-set encounter with Alexander Zverev to
win the Hamburg Open 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/1).

Zheng defends Palermo title: China's Zheng
Qinwen successfully defended her Palermo
clay-court title with a 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 win over
Karolina Muchova in a major confidence boost
ahead of the Olympics.

Villa sign Everton midfielder Onana: Aston
Villa signed Belgium midfielder Amadou Onana
from Everton in a deal worth a reported $64
million on Monday. Onana agreed a five-year
contract with Villa.

Spurs star Son’s dad accused of abuse:
Tottenham Hotspur star Son Heung-min's father
has been accused of verbally abusing a young
player at his football academy in South Korea,
according to a police on Monday. The family of a
12-year-old, identified only as Kim, told police he
was the target of foul language at Son senior's
academy in November. The boy was also alleg-
edly hit with a corner flag by Son Heung-yun,
the brother of the Tottenham striker, leaving a
large bruise on his left thigh.

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: Women's Asia Cup T20ls, Pakistan vs
UAE, 2 pm; India vs Nepal, 6.30 pm (Star Sports)

Tinmes News NETWORK

Kolkata: With reinforcements in
key positions and Pep Guardiola’s
blessings, East Bengal FC arelooking
tofight for more trophies and strive to
scale new heights this season,

The team, backed by investor
Emami Group, has roped in Greek
striker and Golden Boot winner of
last ISL season Dimitrios Diamanta-
kos aswell as French playmaker Ma-
dih Talal, who had the most assists
(10) in the league. India midfielder
Jeakson Singh hasalsojoined Carles
Cuadrat’s team on a four-vear cont-
ract.

“Inmy 7 years in Indian football,
this is certainly one of the best squ-
ads. Of course, we'll be under pres-
sure (of rising to expectations), but
football is about being under such
pressure and accepting the chal-
lenges,” Cuadratsaid duringthe un-
veiling of his players at the inves-
tor's office in the city on Monday.

The Spanish coach also believed
that his team would be more proac-
tive and attacking this season.

“Last season, the depth of the
squad was not enough to be compe-
titive. So, it was kind of a surprise
when we reached the Durand final
and won the Super Cup. But it
won't be a surprise if we make the
final of a competition this time
around. Last season, it was more
about protecting a goal and win-
ning points. But now we have op-
tions and we are going to be more

Pradip Datta

East Bengal FC's new recruits Dimit-
rios Diamantakos (left) and Madih
Talal on the sidelines of the senior
team’s unveiling in the city on Monday

offensive and aggressive this sea-
son,” Cuadrat pointed out.

Last month East Bengal's assi-
stant coach Dimas Delgado met
Pep Guardiola at a reunion that
was held on the ocecasion of the
current Manchester City mana-
ger’s 16th anniversary of his first
title. Delgado was part of the Bar-
celona B team in 2007-2008 which
was managed by Guardiola before
he took charge of the senior team.

“Since he's from City, Mumbai
City had come up for discussion as
the Premier League club has a tie-
up with the ISL team, but we also
talked about our project at East
Bengal and he wished us luck for
the new season,” Delgado said,

Emami director Aditya Agar-
wal also hoped to see a different
East Bengal. *Keeping the long se-
ason inmind, we have tried toforge
a squad that can challenge for mul-
tiple titles,” he said.

East Bengal will meet IAF in
the Durand Cupon July 29,

Kolkata: Mohun Bagan 5G on
Monday announced the sig-
ning of Australian striker Ja-
mie MacLaren on a 4-year deal.
Thed0-vear-old will be the third
Australian in the Jose Molina-
managed squad after Dimitri
Petratos and Jason Cummings.
“T've had the luxury of play-
ing alongside and against both
(Petratos and Cummings). Di-
mi is a creator, a player who's
very brave on the ball and choo-
ses the right pass for his stri-
kers... About Jase, well he's a
left-footed version of myself
and we both played for Hiberni-
an and we love being inside the
penalty box like any No. 9,” Ma-
cLaren, a five-time A-League
top scorer, said In a statement,
issued by the city club. mn

Nottingham: English cricket
chiefs confirmed on Monday
they have held talks with Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) ow-
ners about acquiring a stake in
their Hundred competition.

Thefourtheditionof thel0(-
ball perside tournament, which
features eight specially created
teams starts on Tuesdaw

Its future remains uncerta-
in, with the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) lookingto
secure private investment in a
bid to cement its position in the
global calendar and boost the fi-
nances of the domestic game.

The ECB are trying to balan-
ce a desire for a cash injection
while retaining control of the
Hundred by selling off a 49 per-

cent stake in each team to priva-
te investors, with host teams re-
taining the remaining 51 percent
of shares. But the hosts could
sell partor all of their shares.

“Control comes at different
levels, it comes at team level
and it comes at competition le-
vel — that's not something we
areceding control of.” ECB chi-
ef executive Richard Gould
told reporters.

“You're right about the
strength of the Indian market
— itrepresents probably 90 per-
centof the revenues comingin-
to the ICC and we have seen the
proliferation of IPL teams mo-
ving outside of their home
market. I think that’s to be wel-
comed,” he added. arp

Randhir all set to head OCA

New Delhi: Former interna-
tional shooter and veteran
sports administrator Randhir
Singh is set to become the first
Indian president of the Olym-
pic Council of Asia(OCA)after
emerging as the sole candidate
for the top post for the Septem-
ber 8 elections.

The 77-vear-old Singh, a for-
mer member of the Internatio-
nal Olympic Council (I0C) and
ex secretary general of Indian

Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA), was
currently ser-
ving as the ac-
ting chief of the
continental
sportsapex body.
“The OCA election com-
mission can confirm that OCA
acting president Randhir
Singh is the sole eligible candi-
date to be nominated for elec-
tion of the OCA General As-

sembly on 8 September, 2024,
the OCA said in a statement.

“The Election Committee,
chaired by Justice Rohinton
Nariman (former judge of Su-
preme Court of India), met to-
day to review the CVs and eligi-
bility requirementsasper QCA
Constitution, the Election Ru-
les and Guidelines, of all nomi-
nated candidates submitted by
Member NOCsof OCA by 21Ju-
Iy 2024 deadline. et

Miss Maya bags
Cup event

Khainin Haidermota

Kolkata: RS Sequeira-nursed
Miss Maya won the first
division of Osman Sagar Cup
at Malakpet on Monday. The
second division saw rank
outsider N R | Superpower,
also from the stable of RS
Sequeira, coming up trumps.
Hyderabad short results
1: (12-5-4) Star Of The Night 1;
Monpariel 2; Desert Hero 3.
2: (4-7-5) Espionage 1; Uchu-
chihshravas 2; Gatiman 3.

£ N
CORNER "4
3: (7-6-2) Duke Of Tuscany 1;
Oliver's Mount 2; Warwick 3.
4: (5-3-7) Born Brave 1; Dec-
can Spirit 2; Imperia 3.
5: (6-16-14) Blazing Gun 1;
Kalki 2; Encore 3.
6: (B-4-7) N R | Superpower 1;
Last Wish 2; Enabling 3.
T: (10-9-1) Miss Maya 1; Mave-
rick 2; Best Buddy 3.
8: (14-13-4) Divine Prophecy 1;
Wallop And Gallop 2; Adbhut 3.
9: (3-16-9) American Flame 1;
Nav Lakhaa 2; Bein Pensant 3.
Jackpot: Rs 57,020 c/o0. Mini
Jackpot: Rs 15,420 c/o.
Treble: (1) Rs 6,190 c/o (1) Rs
3,230 ¢/o (Il Rs 55.
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SREEJESH'S LAST HU

India’s Top Hockey Custodian or—y
To Retire After Paris Games B o e I e——

Participating in the Olympics is

the ultimate pinnacle of
achievement for any sportsperson. | have
been lucky enough to represent India in
four editions. | am 36. There are
youngsters waiting in the wings, and |
reckon it's time they take the mantle
from me. And there is no better stage to
end your career than the Olympics.

ﬂm GOALKEEPER'S
S DOSSIER

- : Full name: Parattu

It was in 2004 that my name was
tagged with an Indian squad for

Manuja.Veerappa@timesofindia.com , T : the first time when | was included in the
; = L w . e U WY . - Hﬂm‘_""dm”?mm%h junior team to tour Australia. After my
Bengaluru: In 2002, a gawky voungster in et 20| 54 S i Py - = ' . Born in: Pallikkara, Kerala selection, | was handed the Indian
a netted sleeveless vest and veshti joined the , g wi Age: 36 goalkeeper's jersey. | didn't have a mirror
country’s junior hockey team probables. He g o . | : vy Position: Goalkeeper in my room and quickly rushed to the
seemed out of place among the boisterous ' - S AAADAAIDARN, —_— = washroom. | wore the jersey and looked
group, his troubles compounded by his lan- o By : India junior debut: 2004 at myself in the mirror. Time stood still as
guage skills, or the lack of them, ' India senior debut: 2006 | saw my name printed on the back of an
He couldn’t speak in any language other Senior caps: 328 Indian jersey for the first time. When |
than Malayalam, his mother tongue. The | came back, | gifted that jersey to my dad,
lanky youngster was mocked by his peers & . paEnag: : : Top Achievements who received it with tears in his eyes.”
for his appearance — his primitive goalkeep- : g YN EG ) .
ing pads were secured by arope — and lack | : Ll T A m:!rmplcs. Eﬂ?ﬂ sronze Our goal is to do better than last
of social skills. Although the youngster was : AREN T e - Asian Games: 2014 Gold, time. We have the team to do that.
close to realising his dream of making it to HE - v i : 2018 Bronze; 2022 Gold | don’t know what to say. All this while, |

the Indian team, he yearned for the comfort Asia Cup: 2013 Silver knew Paris would be my last tournament

of his home in Pallikkara, Ernakulam dis- ; Ea Champions Trophy: 2016 & in Indian colours. It's just been 10

trict, Kerala. Every time he decided to pack || Bhigle b < ]} % : 2018 Silver minutes since | announced my retirement

his bags, he would be reminded of his fam- | iz SRR o S W E— x - : decision. Suddenly, | have gone blank. Let
Asian Champions Trophy:

me give myself some time and focus on
the job ahead.”

ilv’'s sacrifices, His father, PV Raveendran,

a man of modest means but big dreams for 2011, 2016, 2018 & 2023

TOKYO, AUG 5, 2021: Sreejesh sits Gold; 2012 Silver

his two sons, sold a cow to buy him his first - /1 ' —PR Sreejesh
goalkeeping kit. on the goalpost while celebrating A WE LA J ] A | Commonwealth Games: (as told to Prasanth Menon)
The voungster would block out the bul- India's victory over Germany in ISERANAN - Ly . 2014 & 2022 Silver
lying and humiliation and focus on his the bronze-medal match HHT Py iy Awards
dreams. On Monday, wearing his first-ever b 1 Hi;t—;-ETH-}_ 2 : e SHOOT"'IIG I_EGEND BIHDRA
jersey at the Olvmpic Village in Paris, Par- ; 2014 & 2018 Champions GEI'S Ioc OI.YMPIC ORDER
attu Raveendran Sreejesh announced to the = Trophy: Best goalkeeper
world that Paris would be his last dance. 2015: Arjuna Award New Delhi: Abhinav Bindra has been
While the announcement was in the off- ' ' ' i 2017: Padma Shri awarded with Olympic Order by the
ing for a while, when it did materialise, it o - International Olympic Committee (10C) for
marked the beginning of the end of one of £ 2021: Khel Ratna his outstanding services to the Olympic
the most stirring careers in modern Indian | ; 2021-22: FIH best Movement. The award ceremony will be held
hockey. The 36-yvear-old has been the wall of goalkeeper during the 142nd 10C Session in Paris on Aug
Indian hockey for over a decade-and-a-half. 10, a day before the closing of the Games.
Sreejesh is among the very special play- “It is with great pleasure that | inform
ers to have taken the field for India. His agil- you that the 10C executive board has
ity and game awareness are his primary know how to put my feelings in words,” he ment. I wanted to show yvoungsters how to  one. Asl gave it my best one last time, I want IT WAS A decided to award you with the Olympic
strengths and being an ever-dependable said. “Playing hockey is all that I have done say goodbye, There could not have been a them to do the same,” said the former India TOUGH CALL. | Order for your outstanding services to the
team man with the ability to soak up in the past 24 vears. Post Paris, not better platform than the Olympics.” Before skipper. Coming from a state which doesn't DON'T KNOW HOW TO Olympic movement,” the 10C wrote in a
pressure only enhanced his reputa- going back to playing hockey will be  making it known to the world, Sreejesh dis- have a hockey culture, Sreejesh, who refers PUT MY FEELINGS IN letter addressed to Bindra.
tion. The call-ups from the Indian like searching for a path inthedark,” cussed his plans with his family and spoke to himself as a ‘oftavan’ — a lonely tusker | WORDS. PLAYING The Olympic Order is the highest award
junior to the senior team was delayed, he told TOL. about it to teammates during their training — thrived on self-belief. “People thought a | HOCKEY IS ALL THAT | of the 10C, given for distinguished
but since his international debut in Sreejesh, the FIH best goalkeeper camp in the Netherlands. playver from Kerala wanting to make it big HAVE DONE IN THE contributions to the Olympic Movement. It is
2006, he has made the opportunities of 2021-22, wanted to set an example “I've been telling my family for the past in the Indian team was a lofty dream. Even PAST 24 YEARS. POST awarded to recognize an individual who has
count and has been a crucial cog in many  to others on the right time to announce re- eight years that [ plan to retire. This time, my parents thought so, but it didn't hamper | PARIS, NOT GOING illustrated the Olympic ideal, has achieved
landmark Indian victories, including the tirement. “It was about deciding when the when they realised | was serious, they me.” Among Sreejesh’s biggest career re- | BACK TO PLAYING remarkable merit in the sporting world or
bronze medal at the Tokyvo Games. right time was. I believe I've playved a crucial agreed it was the right time. In the Nether- grets is not winning the World Cup despite HOCKEY WILL BE LIKE has rendered outstanding services to the
On Monday, overcome by emotions, roleinIndian hockey, andIwanted tofinish lands, during a meeting, I told the team four appearances in the quadrennial show- SEARCHING FOR A Olympic cause. pri
Sreejesh, eloquent on and off the field, was before | was asked to leave. In Indian hock- about my plans. I also told them I need their piece. He now wants nothing more than a PATH IN THE DARK.”
lost for words. "It was a tough call. I don’t ey, rarely has there been a perfect retire- help to make my last outing a memorable medal in Paris. —PR Sreejesh

Pix: AFP, Getty Images

Israeli contingent to get
round-the-clock security

SCENIC ‘JIEW AT CHAMP DE MARS: The beach 'I.u’G”E:."ball
event will be held under the shadow of the Eiffel Tower

AQUAMEN: Divers take part in a training
session in Saint-Denis, north of Paris

GEARING UP FOR JAPAN: Naomi Osaka serves
during a training session at Roland Garros

Manu determined to leave Tokyo woes behind

Tushar.Dutt@timesofindia.com

Pune: In his autobiography, Abhi-
nav Bindra mentioned the impor-
tance of detaching oneself from
the result, his gold at Beijing being
a strong validation. Much younger
in age and experience, but maybe
not in determination,
Manu Bhaker too has start-
ed thinking along the same
lines as Bindra did before
the 2008 Olympics.

The pistol shooter had a
forgettable outing in her first
Olympics in Tokyo. Yet, it was dif-
ficult for her to forget what un-
folded at the Asaka Shooting
ranges three yvears ago. Nonethe-
less, the Haryana girl gathered her
thoughts and corrected mistakes
made in Tokvo, including getting

back to her former coach,
Jaspal Rana, with whom
she had a fallout just |
weeks before the 2021
Games. Manu, 22, in-
515ts she has grown
wiser as a person and
stronger as a shooter,

“l have very bitter mems-
ories of Tokyo. Two vears
ago, when I used to think
about it, I used to wonder
why it happened to me and
what 1 did wrong. But as
2023 began, I started connecting
the dots. I started understanding
how evervthing turned out the
way it did. Also, what I could have
done to make the results better.
After all those thoughts, [ am just
not willing to make those mistakes
again, no matter what the results

are,” Manu told TOI after
the Olyvmpic trials in
Bhopal in Mav. “We all
must make our peace
with situations which
are not in our hands.
We cannot change the
past and can’t have con-
trol over the future. It
took me a long time to
make peace with my situation.
Once [ started doing it, things
started falling in place,” she said.
Talking about her fallout with
Jaspal at a crucial juncture of her
preparation for the Tokyo Games,
Manu agreed that her perfor-
mance could have been better with
her trusted coach by her side.
oing to Paris, Manu doesn't
want to sulk over the past, “When
someone close to you dies, vou cry

BHAKER

for some days and go about your
routine after some time. You real-
1Ze crying won't bring the person
back, but remembering good
things about the person would
make vou cherish the time vou had
together, I think I had a similar
feeling about my Tokyo experi-
ence. | was sad for some time but
now I think of the good things that
happened to me then,” she said.
She asserted that she has come
to a stage where she now only
thinks of giving her best and not
about the results. The process of
detachment has started, and Bindra
would approve, “An athlete’s life is
kind of a rollercoaster as we face a
lot in a short span of our short ca-
reers. I have been shooting for over
eight years now and now [ feel Iam
prepared for everyvthing.”

Paris: Israeli athletes will re-
ceive 24-hour protection dur-
ing the Paris Olympics,
France's interior minister
said, after a far-left lawmaker
said Israel’s delegation was
not welcome and called for
protests against their partici-
pation. The Games begin on
Friday amid pronounced secu-
rity concerns at a time of
heightened geopolitical ten-
gions over the wars in Ukraine
and Gaza. Israel’s war against
Hamas has become a lightning
rod among France's far left,
with some critics accusing
pro-Palestinian members of
antisemitism.

French interior minister
Gérald Darmanin said that Is-
raeli athletes would be pro-
tected around the clock during
the Games, 52 vears after the
Munich Olympics massacre in
which 11 Israelis were Killed by
Palestinian militants. Darma-
nin spoke after far-left France
Unbowed party lawmaker
Thomas Portes was filmed say-
ing Israel’s Olympic athletes
were not welcome in France.

On Monday, foreign minis-
ter Stephane Sejourne said in
Brussels, "I want to say on
behalf of France, to the Israeli
delegation, we welcome vou to
France for these Games."

FRANCE IS READY,
SAYS MACRON

Paris: President Emmanuel
Macron said on Monday that
France was ready to host the
Paris Olvmpics as he visited
the athletes’ Village four days
before the Games begin.

“We are ready and we will be
ready throughout the Games,”
Macron said. “We have been
working on these Games for
yvears now and we are at the
start of a decisive week which
on Friday will see the opening
ceremony and then the Olym-
piad which will be held in Paris,
100 years since the last one.”

He added: “This is the fruit

of an immense amount of
work which has profoundly
changed the country, in par-
ticular the area” of Seine-
saint-Denis, where the Ath-
letes’ Village is situated.

International Olvmpic
Committee (I0OC) president
Thomas Bach also visited the
Village to the north of the
French capital, where thou-
sands of athletes and officials
are arriving, with up to 14,500
expected there at the peak of
the Games. Macron promised
the area would not be forgotten
after the Olympics. “I will come
back after the Games to see the
legacy with you and to see how
life has changed.” acencies

ABHINAV BINDRA |

RAFAEL NADAL B

74,

NADAI. UNCOMFORTABLE
AHEAD OF GAMES BID

Bastad (Sweden): Rafael Nadal will head to
the Paris Olympics chasing a third gold
medal but admitted his “level was so far
from what it should be” after losing in the
Bastad clay-court final on Sunday. The
38-year-old Spanish great went down to a
straight-sets defeat to Portuguese
journeyman Nuno Borges in his first final
since capturing a 14th French Open in 2022.

“The level was so far from what it should
be. Probably the energy too,” said Nadal. “It
has been a long week with long matches.
Even if my body, | don't have damage, that’s
important. But mentally and physically, | am
not used to playing four days in a row and
playing long matches.”

Nadal was playing his first tournament
since an opening round exit at the French
Open in May. He skipped Wimbledon to
focus on his clay-court bag of tricks ahead
of the Olympics which are being played at
Roland Garros, the site of 14 of his 22 Grand
Slam triumphs. arp

German sports campus boosts Paris hopes & dreams

Pl Spurﬂ_‘.‘ampu: Saar

The Sprawling Facility In Saarland, The Most
‘French’ State In These Parts, Gives Athletes
A Taste Of What To Expect At The Games

Siddharth.Saxena@timesofindia.com

Saarbrucken: It is wrapping up
time here at the SportCampus Saar.
The sandbags are being unhooked
and towed away, weights dismantled
from bars and stowed one atop the
other, creating a few hundred little
pyramids of their own. The heating
of the sauna is being brought down
a few notches, the hoops and rings
being pulled down in the perfor-
mance hallg, hurdles stacked away,
badminton nets rolled away. In the
cafeteria, there are unspoken in-
struction to prepare less quantities
of food from now on.

Elsewhere, in the residential
quarters, athletes are doing their
final last-minute packing, looking
around their rooms — which they
called ‘home’ for the past so many
weeks —to see if nothing has been
left behind. Mavbe they will spot a
sweaty, old tee, a broken shoe, or a
note from family or one to self tell-

ing the person not to give up. not
give in and to go forth and conquer.

A sure favourite of Indian ath-
letes — Neeraj Chopra has an apart-
ment reserved for him — the
sprawling nine-hectare facility will
bear a vacant look from this week
on as the festooning moves east-
ward to Paris. It's a good time for
the folk that run the facility at Saar-
brucken — 10 heads emploved — to
sit and look back at what they may
have helped shape, even if some-
times recollecting the unusual.
“There was a request once for a
saloon from one of the members of
4 training team here,” remembers
Johannes Kopkow, chuckling at the
strangest request they encountered
over the past months.

Teams arrived from over 27
countries from five continents. At
one point, there were 401 guests,
the highest, training and acclima-
tizing for the Olympics in Paris,
which is just and hour and 48 min-

MODEL OF EFFICIENCY: The SportCampus Saar (above) offers ‘unofficial’
residential and training facilities in Saarbrucken, Saarland, where Brazil
(on the right) beat Germany 3-1 in a volleyball friendly on Sunday

utes away by high-speed train. Or,
as Kopkow says, “Just 50 minutes
by car and you are in France.”
“Saarland is the most French
state of Germany,” he says, ex-
plaining how that proximity is the
chief benefit the athletes sought
this time. “"The weather, the alti-
tude, the cuisine here is so similar
to what theyv will find in France.”
Returning to barbershop talk,

Kopkow continues, “We found him
one in the city, of course, but he
would insist that we should accom-
pany him. Strange, but we agreed.
But when he met us, he was already
clean-shaven! We still cannot un-
derstand why he was insisting on
a haircut when he had no hair?”
At 41, Kopkow, chief of the
SportsCampus, happily reaffirms
the old German stereotype of al-
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in Saarland, and one-eighth of the
revenue from it (nearly 14 million
euros annually) goes for the run-
ning of SportCampus.

It doesn’t come cheap for the
visiting athlete. Depending on the
facilities and services they avail,
an athlete per head could cost their
respective countries anything from
between euros 100 to 130 per day.
Thereafter, it's an all-access facil-
ity with minimal or zero presence
of policing. “Everything is free to
use, in that sense. That is our phi-
losophy,” savs Kopkow:

But sometimes, they overreach.
Nearly two vears ago, they found an
army of I0C lawyers at their door.
Reason? “We had bought a website
domain, ‘Paris2020.saarland’ for
training registration purposes. It
cost us just 24 euros, but the Paris

ways needing a mission, to organ-
1ze and help function like fine ma-
chinery. The go-to man, he knows
the ins and outs, remembers the
little details, even knows those lit-
tle secrets that visiting athletes
know are safe with him. He tells
yvou abonut that one hour-long phone
call Neeraj received from a higher-
up at home, when the time came to
take a decision on India's flag-
bearer for the opening ceremony.
The lockdown and the pandem:-
ic forced a reinvention of the facil-
ity, and Kopkow too. Looking for a

new ‘mission’ after having run one
of the biggest sports clubs in the
east near Nuremberg, he travelled
west here. “We wanted a more local
feel to it, so we rechristened it, add-
ing ‘Saar’ to the title.”

Expecting a windfall with the
Olympics nearing, Team SportCam-
pus got to work, pumping in nearly
two million euros over two years to
reach this level of expertise. Sport-
Campus banks on a unique funding
concept to keep it running. The
trust has 42.5% stake in SaarToto,
a regional lottery company based

organisers would not have any of
it. We didn't have the legal means
to fight so it was changed to “train-
ingcamp.saarland’.

The tiny tweak has worked.
“The I0C still doesn’t recognize us
as an official training facility, but
see the results,” savs a satisfied
Kopkow, pointing to the bustling
activity in the boxing hall, where
over a dozen national teams are
training. “We are the busiest train-
ing facility closest to Paris. We can
already see nearly 40 medals float-
ing here in SportCampus.”
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Petitioners claim entire NEET exam proc
flawed. Where’s the proof, asks top court

WILL MERIT LIST

M

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

in a physics question in
this year's NEET-UG ex-
am,apetitionersaid in SCthat
one of four options in the mul-
tiple-choice question was cor-
rect as per the new NCERT
physics syllabus and another
would be held correct as per
books prescribed prior to 2019.
Advocate Suriti Chowd-
hury said, since the options
were ambiguous, her client,
who secured 715 marks, didn't
attempt the question. She said
the guestion and four marks
allotted to it should be either
“completely erased” or “four
marks given to those who
chose the correct answer”.
SG Tushar Mehta said
NTA would leave it to the
court’s discretion to engage
any expert to determine
which of the two statements
is correct. He said over nine
lakh students chose the cor-
rect option as perthe new svl-
labus, while around 4.2 lakh
students chose the answer
deemed correct as per the
courses studies prior to 2019,
However, he said only one of
the answers could be correct.
A benchot CJIDY Chan-
drachudand JusticesJ B Par-

l ointing to an ambiguity

“In order to resolve the issue
as regards the correct an-
swer to the above question,
we are of the view that an ex-
pert opinion should be
sought from ITT-Delhi. We re-
guest the director at II'T-Del-
hi to constitute a team of
three experts on the subject.
The team is requested to for-
mulate its opinion on the cor-
rect option and to remit its
opinion to the secretary gen-
eral of this court, preferably
by July 23,” it said.

Prior to this, during the
day-long inconclusive hear-
ing, senior advocate Narender
Hooda, lead counsel for the
petitioners seeking retest of
NEET-UG, pointed to the pa-
per leak at Hazaribag and Pat-
na in Bihar, the anomalies in
conducting examination at
Jhajjar, and the abnormal re-
sults in 38 centres at Sikar in
Rajasthan and Godhra to ar-
oue that the entire exam proc-
ess was compromised. Healso
questioned the manner in
which the custody of the ques-
tion papers was entrusted to
private school teachers, who
are centre superintendents,
prior to conducting the test.

However, SC said the pet-
itioners have so far pointed
to paper leak at a few places
in Bihar and anomalies in
other centres but haven't

CHANGE A

THIRD TIME

FORNEET-UG?

Supreme Court on Monday asked IT'T-Delhi to
form a panel that will by ‘Tuesday afternoon

give its opinion on the correct answer to a
physics question in the NEET-UG exam that

- v

had an ambiguity in its answer key.

WHAT WAS THE QUESTION?

® Atoms are electrically neutral as they
contain equal numbers of positive and
negative charges.

@ Atoms of each element are stable and
emit their characteristic spectrum.

The option .
(i)1is mrf*ecw?:'nd 5 EXp]
15 incorrect

(i) 1 is incorrect and 2 is correct
(iii) 1 and 2 are both correct
(iv) 1 and 2 are both incorrect

WHAT WAS THE AMBIGUITY?

WILL THE PANEL'S OPINION IMPACT THE
MERIT LIST AGAIN?
It could. If IIT Delhi’s expert panel con-
firms that option iv is the correct answer,
candidates who selected option 11 will no
longer receive 4 marks for this question.
This will lead to a recalcula-
- tion of scores for these stu-
aiis dents. (T'wo merit lists have
already been announced.
One on June 4, when the results were de-
clared, followed by June 30 when the retest
results for were announced)

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS?

|

I
Recalculation
of scores could
cause significant ——
shifts in the rank-
ings because a difference of 4 marks can
trigeer a sharp drop or rise

GQualifying eutoffs could change if the
panel recommends serapping the ques-
tion altogether. That will bring down
NEET-U(r exam’s assessment score from
720 to 716

WIDER IMPACT
This decision could set a precedent for
future disputes regarding exam guestions

diwala and Manoj Misra
chosetotakehelpof threeex-
pertsfromamongthe biggest
academic brains of the coun-
iryv in phvsics to get the cor-
rect option for the elemen-
tary atomic theory question.

been able to provide evi-
dence as to whether entire
process was compromised,
affecting sanctity of NEET-
UG. The proceedings will re-
sume Tuesday,

Students who moved court argued
there could be two correct answers —option
ii based on the old NCERT book (pre-2019)
and option iv according to the new book.
Asg a result, NTA had awarded 4 grace
marks to those who went for option ii

If the panel decides both are correct, noth-
ing changes in the current merit list. But
if’ it picks either of the two as the correct
answer, one set of candidates will lose 4
marks (either grace or awarded for the
correct answer)

and adherence to latest studv material

POLICY REVIEW

NTA might review its policy on study ma-
terial references and grace marks to avoid
suich ambiguities in future

I’'m here at the mercy of my
leader, the PM, says Pradhan

b Continued fromP1

tion Hour in Lok Sabha saw

INDIA bloc members joining
forces with Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav in attacking the
Centre even as education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan held his
own and asserted that the govt had
nothing to hide and investigations
over NEET paper leak were going
on in a transparent manner under
Supreme Court's supervision.

“The issue is there aremillions
of students in this country who
are extremely concerned about
what is going on and who are con-
vinced that the Indian exam sys-
tem is a fraud. If you are rich and
have money, you can buy the Indi-
anexaminationsystem,” leader of
opposition Rahul Gandhi alleged.
“As this is a systemic issue, what
exactly are you doing to fix this is-
sue at the systemic level? he
asked Pradhan.

The visibly upset minister hit
back by reminding opposition that
NEET was conceptualised under
the UPA govt but was never imple-

F l The exchanges during Ques-

mented because of pressure from
private medical colleges, which
cllarge hef‘t}f capitation fees from

= | students. His refer-
ence to “remote-
controlled  govt”
Was seen as a sug-
gestion that Rahul,
having been the all-
powertul figure in
the Congress-led coalition,
couldn’'t wash his hands of the pol-
icy volteface.

“For the first time, students
from ST/SC/OBC categories and
from rural areas have performed
well ... Students from Kerala have
alsodonewell.., Should we now say
that there 1s some wrongdoing
there also?’ the education minis-
ter questioned. “There is no evi-
dence of paperleaksinthelastsev-
en vears in any numbers,” Prad-
han said in response to Congress
MP Manickam Tagore mentioning
that there have been 70 paper leaks
inseven vears.

“Supreme Court is hearing the
case ... let's wait and watch. Govt
will abide by the Supreme Court
judgment. However, questioning

the entire examination process of
the county is very sad and calling
it rubbish and fraud is condemna-
ble,” Pradhan said and also in-
formed the House that the list of
successiul students, as directed by
the apex court, has been uploaded
on the website.

Akhilesh also raised questions
about the exam paper leaks and
claimed govt will create a record
on the issue. Congress MP Hibi
Eden called the NEET issue “the
biggestscam™. RSP MPNK Prema-
chandran demanded a Joint Par-
liamentary Committee (JPC)
probe into the issue.Lok Sabha
speaker Om Birla intervened, say-
ing it was not right to raise ques-
tions about all exams and mem-
bers should discuss the need for
developing a better exam system.

Rahul said it was obvious to the
whole country that there was a very
serious problem in theexamination
system, not just in NEET but in all
major examinations, “Since setting
up NTA, more than 240 examin-
ations have been conducted, and
more than 4.5 crore students partic-
ipated in it,” the minister retorted.

Raj police quiz inmate over 2021 SI exam paper leak

Jaipur: Special Operations Group
(SOG) of Rajasthan police Monday
brought a suspect from Jodhpur jail
toJaipur on production warrant for
hisalleged involvement in assisting
many individuals to cheat in the
Sub-Inspector (SI) 2021 exam.

Amid internet
shutdown & curbs,
Nuh yatra peaceful

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Nuh: Police pickets on ap-
proach roads, wvehicle
checks after every 3km or
so and armed security per-
sonnel at key junctions

Nuh resembled a fortress
on Monday as hundreds of
devotees brought out the
annual Brajmandal Ja-
labhishek Yatra amid a
mobile internet and bulk

On the way to Nuh from
Gurgaon, the first checkpoint
was at Sohna - one of the
areas that was witness to the
clashes last year

The SOG team led by Addition-
al SP Ram Singh is interrogating
the suspect, Om Prakash, alias
Fanji, for his alleged role in the pa-
per leak case. Om Prakash wassent
to jail in 2020 in connection with a
murder case, a senior official who

did not wish to be named told TOL.

“The accused was a close aide
of paperleak mafia Bhupendra Sa-
ran, arrested in the senior teacher
recruitment exam paper leak and
SI paper leak case,” an official
sald. Tnm

‘Core’ exam activities
not outsourced: Sukanta

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: All170 employees of the
National Testing Agency are either
contractual or outsourced staff, the

ministry of education told the Par-

liament on Monday. It also clarified
that “all core activities, including
setting up of question papers” for
exams conducted by the agency are
not outsourced.

This information was shared by
junior education minister Sukanta
Majumdar in response to a question
raised in the Lok Sabha by DME MP
Kanimozhi Karunanidhi. Thedirec-
tor general of NTA is appointed by
the Centre under the Central Stafi-
ing Scheme, the minister said.,

Additionally, 22 emplovees are
currently working on deputation in
NTA, while 39 are contractual em-
ployvees and 132 are outsourced staff,
he added. Oneemployee hasbeen ab-
sorbed in NTA from the parent de-
partment, he further said.

Regarding the tasks outsourced
by NTA, Majumdar explained that,
considering the sensitivity involved
in competitive examinations, a
range of operational and security
measures are undertaken to ensure
their smooth and fair conduct.

“Such measures involve engage-
ment of specialised or experienced
agencies for providing services like
capturing of biometric (data), frisk-
ing, CCTV surveillance and Al
analytics, withaviewtoidentify any
potential impersonation, exam de-
livery, ete.”

In a separate guestion put up
jointly by 31 opposition MPs, includ-
ing Mala Roy (Trinamool Congress).

K’'taka cabinet passes
resolution to scrap NEET

ongress-led Karnataka cabineton

Monday passed a resolution
asking the Centre to scrap NEET for
state-specific assessments for
admissions to medical colleges. The
resolution will be introduced in the
assembly on Tuesday or Wednesday.
Ifcleared, Karnataka will becomethe
second state after Tamil Nadu to pass
such aresolution.

Following a nationwide outrage
over NEET-UG paper leak, Karnataka
has alleged that the national entrance
testis detrimental to the interests of
the poor and rural students.

The state govt has planned to
reintroduce the previous system
whereby admissions to both
engineeringand medical colleges
were conducted through a common
entrance test. Tan

Gaurav Gogol (Congress), Kalanid-
hi Veeraswamy (DMEK), Selvaraj V
(CPI), Anand Bhadauria (SFP), re-
garding “paper leak”, and *work-
ings of NTA", as well as on “scrap-
pingof NEET”, Majumdar provided
further details.

In response to the guestion on
mismanagement and alleged manip-
ulationof NEET results, Majumdar
said that the ministry has asked the
CBI to conduct a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the entire gamut of
alleged irregularities. “There is no
material on record to indicate anyv
proof of any large-scale breach of
confidentiality in this pan India ex-
amination,” he added.

ess Court takes note of

CBI chargesheet
against Kavitha

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: CBl has labelled
Bharat Rashtra Samithi's
(BRS) K Kavitha as a “key
conspirator” in an alleged
scam regarding the formula-
tion and implementation of
the now-scrapped Delhi Exci-
se Policy 2021-22. In its third
supplementary chargesheet,
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion has alleged that she play-
ed a significant role in the
manipulation and tweaking
of the policy.

Kavitha “demanded, col-
lected and provided upfront
money of Rs100 crore to Aam

end of the week. Chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal may be
named in it as CBI earlier said
its investigation against all
other accused was complete.

Meanwhile, the same co-
urt on Monday extended the
judicial custody of Kavitha
and former Delhi deputy chi-
ef minister Manish Sisodia
till July 26.

CBI has claimed that Ka-
vitha was involved in incor-
porating favourable provi-
sions, through co-accused
Abhishek Boinpally, Arun R
Pillai and Butchibabu Go-
rantla, who had stayed with
her at a five-star hotel in Del-
hi during March 14-17, 2021,

Aadmi Party for mani-
pulatingand tweaking
Delhi Excise Policy
2021-22 in favour of the

liqguor businessmen
of south India”, CBI
has claimed.

The court of special judge
Kaveri Baweja took cogni-
zance of the chargesheetaga-
inst Kavitha on Monday, di-
recting her production thro-
ugh videoconferencing on
July 26.

In June, CBI filed the
supplementary chargesheet,
claiming there is enough ma-
terial to prosecute Kavitha.

Special public prosecutor
DP Singh, appearing for CBI,
told the court that the agency
would file the final chargeshe-
et in the corruption case by the

the peak period of Co-
vid-19.

It has alleged that
the call detail records
of many accused du-
ring the same period
show that accused Vi-
jay Nair visited the hotel, and
on March 16, he went to CM's
residence in Civil Lines, whe-
re Sisodia was also present.
On March 19, Nair visited Hy-
derabad to discuss the policy
further. In lieu of the Rs 25-
crore payment asupfront mo-
ney by accused-turned-app-
rover Raghav Magunta to Ka-
vitha through Boinpally and
Gorantla, hew'is gimﬂapart
nership of 32.5% in the who-
lesale liguor licensee (L1)
firm M/s Indo Spirits under
the policy, CBI has alleged.

K’taka cabinet freezes
bill for 4-hour workday

Bengaluru: The Congress
cabinetin KarnatakaonMon-
day put in cold storage its con-
tentious proposal to increase
work timings in the 1T sector
from a maximum permissib-
lel0hourstol4 hours aday.

The cabinet also decided
to postpone an earlier propo-
sal to move a Bill seeking to
introduce job reservation for
local candidates in the priva-
te sector amid a backlash
from captains and associa-
tions of industry,

Nasscom, which repre-
sents the IT industry, said Sa-
turday that itsupported the 48-
hour workweek followed
across the country and had ne-
ver asked for a 14-hour work-
day or a 70-hour workweek.

Labour minister Santosh
Lad, too, was apparently not in
favour of it. Sources linked his
opposition to the proposal to
his unhappiness at not recei-
ving support from the govt on
proposed job reservation for
locals in private sector, Tuw

indranil Das

SMS shutdown.

On July 31 last vear, par-
ticipants in the yatra were
pelted with stones, leading
to riots and communal
clashes that spread
through several districts of
south Harvana over the
next few days. Six persons
died and 88 were injured in
these clashes.

So, this vear, when Hin-
du outfits announced they
would bringouttherallyas
usual, it sparked concerns
over law and order. Securi-
ty arrangements were in
anticipation of that.

On the way to Nuh from
Gurgaon, the first check-
point was at Sohna - one of
the areas that was witness
totheclasheslast year,

Over the next 18km —till
Tauru junction - there

were five more check-
points. At each of them,
cops stopped vehicles to
check for papers and ques-
tioned the occupants about
their
some places,
scanned as well.

*Our job 1s to ensure no
unruly element enters Nuh
today. So far, we have not
COme across any suspiclous
persons. No weapon was
found in any of the vehicles
either,” a policeman at one
of the checkpoints told
TOI. Inside Nuh town too,
there were cops at almost
every
Chowrasta — the epicentre
of last vear's violence
RAF (Rapid Action Force)
personnel were on their
toes along with local cops.

destinations. At
bags were

corner. At Tauru
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Secret Service chief
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hearing, admits that
her agency had failed
in its mission to
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IN THE COURTS

» SC grants bail to Ashish,
son of ex-Union minister Ajay
Mishra, in 2021 Lakhimpur
Kheri case, directs trial court
to hasten proceedings | P S

» HC judge Amit Sharma
recuses from hearing Umar
Khalid's bail plea in NE Delhi
riots case. He earlier recused
from 2019 Jamia violence
case and NIA plea seeking
death for Yasin Malik | P 6

> Punjab man gets 3 life
terms for murder of his

wife, sister-in-law and wife’s
nephew, jailed for TOyrs | P 5

> ‘Judges also humans, so
are fallible,’ says K'taka HC as
it recalls own order, restores
probe against man for
watching child porn | P 5

> JD(S) MLC Suraj Revanna,
arrested over allegations

of unnatural sex, granted
conditional bail | P 5

» Ex-chairman of Assam
PSC & 31 others convicted in
cash-for-job scam | P 5

> Enough prima facie proof
to proceed against 5 Bishnoi
aides in Salman Khan firing

Court: Only Kind
Of Food Needs
To Be Mentioned

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday halted UP, Utta-
rakhand and other state
govts from implementing

> EDIT: Cooking It Right

Kanwar yatra: SC stays
order to name owners

Following SC's order, owners and employees of Muslim-run fruit carts,
tea stalls and eateries on the yatra route heaved a sigh of relief | P 13

case: MCOCA court

B'luru police FIR
against ED officials

1 engaluru city police on

Monday registered an
FIR against two top ED offi-
cials on a complaint by a so-
cial welfare dept officer that
they pressured him to impli-
cate the CM, finance depart-
ment and former minister B
Nagendra in the Karnataka
tribal fund scam.P5

Bareilly admin
razes 11 houses

"he Bareilly administra-
tion on Monday demolis-
hed 11 houses of people from
a minority community after
the death of a person injured
in stone-pelting during Mu-
harram. FLAPINSIDE

their directives to compel
shop owners and hawkers
along the routes of the kan-
war vatratodisplay theirna-
mes, along with those of
staff members, and said that
only the Kind of food they
serve should be mentioned.
A bench of Justices Hris-
hikesh Roy and S V N Bhatti
also suo motu impleaded MP
govt after it was brought to its

notice that Ujjain Municipal
Corporation had also passeda
similar order against shopke-
epers. The court issued notice
to UR MP Uttarakhand and
Delhi govts seeking their re-
sponse by July 26.

“We deem 1t appropriate
to pass interim order prohi-
biting the enforcement of
the impugned directives. In
other words, food sellers (in-

cluding dhaba owners, res-
taurants, foods and vegetab-
le sellers, hawkers, etc) may
be required to display the
kindof food that they are ser-
ving to the kanwarivas. But
they must not be forced to
display thename/identity of
the owners and the employe-
es,” the court ordered.

k‘Can’t usurp’, P13
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Pasta pizzazz: Chinese tops Kol’s
dine-out platter, Italian close 2nd

Prithvijit Mitra &
Uditprasanna Mukherji | tnn

Kolkata: Kolkata loves its
¢ chillichicken but pizza isnot
: farbehind.

Chinese dishes are the

: most ordered across restau-
¢ rants in the city but a bigger
: surprise is that Italian fare,
: particularly pizza and pasta,
: has climbed to the second
: spot, pushing North Indian
¢ ecuisine and Mughlai down
: theorder, claims a survey by
i the National
. Associationof India (NRAI).

Restaurants

The survey, part of NRA-

¢ I'sannual report, shows 52%
: of respondents from Kolkata

ON THE MENU

What Kolkata orders most

Chinese
52%

Italian
45%

Mughlai
42%

North Indian
44% :

said they ordered Chinese
when eating out, while 45%
sald their first preference
was for Italian.

North Indian dishes ran-
kedthirdamongmost prefer-
red options (44%), followed

by Mughlai(42%).

While the city's preferen-
ce for Chinese is well kKnown,
the ascent of [talian cuisine
has taken foodies by surpri-
se. Three major Italian food
chains have been operating
in the city for more than two
decades but these are more
popular for ordering in, in-
dustry insiders say. Over the
past decade, multiple [talian
restaurants have sprung up
in the city, making peppero-
nipizzaand Spaghetti Bolog-
nese almost as popular as
Manchurian chicken and
Schezwan fried rice.

»‘Gaining popularity',P 4
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It’s official: 44-year-old ban on

govt staffers joining RSS lifted

Imposed In '66, ItWas Flrst Llfted In "T7, Then Reimposed In '80

Bharti.Jain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Centre con-
firmed Monday that govt em-
ployees would no longer be
penalised for associating
themselves with RSS, ending
a prohibition that has been
in force since 1966 and which
had not been done away with
even by previous BJP govis,
As was reported by TOI1
in its July 22 edition, a notifi-
cation to this effect was is-
sued on July 9, sources said.
The order, which was
flagged by Congress to attack
govt, may appear to give only
a de jure status to the reality
of RSS activists occupying se-
nior positions in govt as mem-
bers of Union cabinet, But its
significance is its timing,
coming amid a perception in
some quarters about Sangh-
govt differences. More impor-
tantly, it marks another step
towards “mainstreaming™ of
Sangh, which has long faced
curbs because of its alleged

ﬁ.nlruddhnslnqh UII'II:II'E

The order issued by department of personnel and training, which comes
under the charge of PM Modi, for once delinks RSS from Jamaat-e-Islami

Hindumajoritarian agenda.

Theorderissued by DoPT,
which comes directly under
the charge of PM Narendra
Modi, for once delinks RSS
from Jamaat-e-1slami.

The first order, issued by
the then Congress govt in
1966, had tagged RSS with
Jamaat-e-Islami, stating that
“govt have (sic) always held
the activities of these two
organisations to be of such

a nature that participation
in them by govt servants
would attract the provisions
of sub Rulelof Rule5of Cen-
tral Civil Services Conduct
Rules, 1964)". The rule states
that no govt servant shall
be a member of or be associ-
ated with any political party
or any organisation which
takes part in politics, or
shall take part in, subseribe
in aid of or assist any politi-

cal movement or activity.

Followingabanon RSS af-
ter the Emergency clamped
by Indira Gandhigovt in 1975,
DoPT issued another order
on Nov 25 banning RSS, Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Anand Marg
and CPI{ML}, The ban meant
that any person who associ-
ates with such organisations
could invite up to seven
vears in jail and/or fine.

Relief for RSS and other
organisations, however, came
after the Indira govt was dis-
lodged in 1977 by the Janata
alliance. A DoPT clarification
dated April 23, 1977, stated
that consequent upon lifting
of the ban on RSS, Jamaat-
e-Islami, Anand Marg and
CPI(ML) ete, the Nov, 1975 OM
referred to above relating to
the aforesaild organizations
may be treated as deleted.

In 1980, however, the Indi-
ra regime was back in office
and the restrictions on par-
ticipation of govt employees
in RSS and Jamaat-e-Islami
activities were back in force.

BJP, RSS & Union ministers hail govt

move, say ban was politically driven
Rahul Refuses Comment, Says, ‘I'm Focusing On NEET Right Now’

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt and BJP
Monday put up a strong de-
fence of the decision lifting
the ban on govt employees’
participation in RSS activ-
ities, while the saffron foun-
tainhead welcomed the move
sayving the previous ban was
imposed for political reasons.
The opposition, however, sug-
gested that the decision was
motivated to appease Sangh.

The govt decision 1s ap-
propriate and strengthens
the democratic system of In-
dia, said RSS media head Su-
nil Ambekar in a post on X.
“Due to its political interests,
the then govt had baselessly
banned govt employees from
participating in the activities
of a constructive organisa-
tion like Sangh,” he said.

The govt move came
against the backdrop of a
perception of Sangh-govt
differences and a few media
reports about incoherence

Mlgrant worker
found living in
kennel, Kerala
orders probe

Thiruvananthapuram: Ker-
ala may be ‘God’s own coun-
trv’, but for guest workers. it's
a dog’s life out there. At least,
for Shyam Sundar, the expres-
sion has been true, quite liter-
ally The 37-vear-old migrant
workerfrom Bengal wasfound
living in a kennel, and even
paving Bs 500 as monthly rent.

A dailv wager, Sundar :Z

soughtshelterinakennelona
house compound in Piravom
South in Ernakulam district
due to financial constraints.
Asnews spread, police visited
the spot and took Sundar fora
medical checkup. However,
cops said no case had been fil-
ed against the landowner as
the worker said that he pre-
ferred to stay in the kennel on

his own. Sundar opted for the :

tiny space as he could not af-

ford the Rs 3,000 monthly rent :

he was earlier paving for a
house nearby.
However, taking note of

media reports, state’s labour :

minister Vasudevan Sivan-

kuttyhassoughtareportfrom :

the labour commissioner. Tau

Jairam: Babus can
come in knickers

lamming govt's decision,

Cong chief Mallikarjun
Kharge claimed PM Modi
wants to politicise
government officesand
employees on an ideological
basis. "Sardar Patel banned
RSS after Gandhiji's
assassination. Modiji has
lifted a 1966 ban after 58
years,” Kharge said. “The
bureaucracy can nowcomein
knickers too, | suppose,”
added Jairam Ramesh. e

Appeasement, say
Mayawati, Akhilesh

SP chief Mayawati and SP

president Akhilesh Yadav
Monday said govt's order was
a “politically motivated move
to appease the organisation”
and demanded its withdrawal.
“Itis meant to doaway with
the tension between govtand
RSS5,"” Mayawatisaid. "l hope
thatintervention by SC (in the
Kanwarorder) will prompt the
govtto withdraw orders like
‘lifting ban on other practices’
aswell,” Akhilesh said. wn

between the two in the Lok
Sabha polls leading to sub-
stantial loss of seatsfor BJE.

Welcoming the govt
move, Union minister Piy-
ush Goyal said opposition
parties were only interested
in appeasement politics and
had displaved anegative atti-
tude towards Hindus. Goyal
described RSS as a national-
Istorganisation whose mems-

bers were full of patriotism.
Union minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan expressed
gratitudeto PM Modi, saying,
*RSS 1snot an ordinary orga-
nisation, it is a movement
for the nation rebuilding...”
Surprisingly, leader of op-
position in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi refused to react on
the issue unlike his party
functionaries Jairam Ra-

mesh and Pawan Khera, who
have adopted an aggressive
stance. “Nono, rightnowIam
focusing on NEET,” Rahul
said when reporters asked
him about the order. Con-
gress's deputy leader in Lok
Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, howev-
er, said, “I feel this is a jugal-
bandiof RSS-BJP Govtistak-
ing such a decision to end the
resentment of Mohan Bhag-
wat... Today UPSC, NTA are
in such a bad state because
RSS people are infiltrating
every section of the govt.”
AIMIM chief and LS MP
Asaduddin Owaisitermed the
govt decision totally wrong.
“The oath of RSS states that
it doesn't believe in pluralism.
it talks of Hindu nationalism.
Do the NDA allies believe in
this decision?" he said.
Minister of social justice
and empowerment Ramdas
Athawalesaid, “Tthink it'snot
right to discuss such things.
All parties have employees
who support them, and they
do their work within limits.”

BULLDOZERS KEEP ROLLING IN UP & RA)J

5 houses flattened,

35 held days after
Muharram clash

The administration in Bareilly
: started razing 11 houses of people belonging
: to minority community Monday following
. the death of a man injured in stone pelting
: during Muharram procession last week
. when members of two communities target-
. ed each other, reports Kanwardeep Singh.

: Bulldozers were brought in hours after
: Tej Ram, 23. succumbed to injuries sustained
: during the July 18 fracas. Five houses had al-
: ready been brought down at
. the time of filing the report,
. with the action set to continue

Bareilly:

t Tuesday, confirmed police,

This came even as 35 indi- §.

. viduals, all Muslims, weresent [Se=

. to jail following the clash. Vio-
. lence began when antisocial
. elements disruptLd the Mu-

harram procession as it passed MISEIDH DEM{'.ILITIDH

: by a temple. It sparked a con-
frontation that escalated into stone-pelting.
i Videos of the incident circulated on social
: media added to the tensions. prompting ad-
. ministrative response. Next day, the groups
. clashed again, resulting in injuries to sever-
: al. Police filed an FIR for rioting against sev-
eral members of the minority community.
The wife of oneof thejailed accused told
: TOIL “Police have taken one-sided action.
: Nooneisinterested inoursideof the story.”

House of kingpin
In police exam
paper leak razed

Jaipur: Rajasthan authorities demaolished
illegal structures in Churu town built at the
house of Pankaj Bhambhu alias Unique, the
alleged kingpin of a 2021 SI exam paper leak
on the run since this Feb after joining as for-
est ranger. The demolition came amid a con-
tinuing wider crackdown on cheating rack-
ets in the desert state. The structures pulled
down were allegedly constructed by Bhamb-
hu on two plots in Churu’s Poonia Colony.

Investigations indicated
that Bhambhu hid inside a
school in Jaipur's Hasanpu-
ra area where he “discreetly
prised open envelopes con-
taining the subinspectortest

papers with a cutter and stole

them before sealing the enve-
lopeswith tape”, said sources
in Rajasthan Police’s special
operations group that is

handling the leak probes. A hunt is on
for Bhambhu, also under the scanner in
other paper leaks through which he accu-
mulated significant wealth, sources said.

Bhambhu later passed the forest ranger
examandwasundergoingtrainingin Alwar
Sources said he would arrive at the training
centre in luxury SUVs, raising eyebrows.
On Feb 17, just days after he had arrived,
he abruptly applied for leave and left.

Dahi handi goes pro gets corporate touch

Bella.Jaisinghani
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The stakes have
risen at the annual Pro Govin-
da Dahi Handi competition
that is backed by Maharash-
tra govi. This yvear, wealthy
franchisees are acquiring go-
vinda teams, much like bid-
ders do for individual plavers
in IPL. The difference is that
an entire govinda pathak in-
volving scores of players will
be hired, not select members,

CM Eknath Shinde made
the announcement of Pro Go-
vinda League 2024 Monday
Thirty-two govinda teams
have registered for pre-quali-
fiersthat will be held in Thane
Jul 27-28. The final shortlisted
16 teams will participate in

A tutal of 32 govinda teams have neglstered f::rr pre qualifiers. Of them 16
teams will be shortlisted and will participate in the main event on Aug 18

the main event at Dome SVP
Stadium in Worlion Aug18.
Shinde =aid, “Dahi handi
embodies Maharashtra'srich
traditions, bringing commu-
nities together. Pro Govinda

competition will help us pro-
mote this tradition nation-
wide and encourage plavers
for maximum participation.”

Purvesh Sarnaik, son of
Sena MLA  Pratap Sarnaik

who is the founder chairman
of Pro Govinda League, is pres-
ident of the league. He said, “It
wasmy dream totransformda-
hi handi into a brand recog-
nised nationwide, like the Pro
Kabaddi League. We have
combined [PL and Pro Kabad-
di in the Pro Govinda League.”
Purvesh said, "Already 12
franchisees have acquired
teams, The govinda groups
will wear team jerseys and will
be known by their new names,
say Thane Tigers or Mumbai
United, with their old names
like Jai Jawan or United Ko-
kan Nagar used as a suffix.
Each groupwill receive a hand-
some fee running into lakhs
of rupees and the prize money
is substantial too, CM Shinde
will announce the amount.”
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