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Kerala teen
who tested
positive for

Nipah dies

SHAJUPHILIP

& ANONNADUTT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

A 14-YEAR-OLD boy from
Kerala’s Malappuram, who had
tested positive for the Nipah
virus, died at the government
Medical College Hospital in
Kozhikode on Sunday.

According to state Health
Department officials, he had de-
veloped a fever 10 days ago, and
on Friday, was put on ventilator
support at a private hospital in
Kozhikode.

On Saturday, after the
National Institute of Virology in
Pune confirmed that the boy had
tested positive for the Nipah
virus, he was moved to the
Medical College Hospital.
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AT ALL-PARTY MEET, RAJNATH URGES OPP TO AVOID HOUSE DISRUPTIONS

Budget session begins: BJP faces kanwar

row heat, allies’ special status demands

As Opp demands
debate on key
issues, Paswan
joins JDU special
status chorus

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

AT THE all-party meeting con-
vened by the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment on the eve of the
Budget session of Parliament,
the BJP appeared to have got a
taste of the coalition politics with
its allies as well as erstwhile
friendly parties raising various
demands and a resurgent
Opposition asking the govern-
ment to adopt “anew approach”
in both the Houses.

The crucial three-week ses-
sion starting Monday is taking
place against the backdrop of a
changed political landscape in
the wake of a fractured verdictin
the recent Lok Sabha polls that
did not give the BJP a majority,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Union Ministers and Opposition MPs at the all-party meeting in New Delhi, Sunday. Amit Mehra
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S The task

™ ® ahead
WITHKEY ally JD(U) and

fence-sitters YSRCP and
BJD — who are crucial for
government in Rajya Sabha
— reiterating their special
status demands, the
Budget will generate huge
political interest. NDA’s
floor managers will have

to ensure allies are happy
and fence-sitters content.

TURNOVERUP4 TIMESIN2 YEARS

F&Os surge hurt capital formation,
egrowth; a major concern: SEBI, RBI

SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, JULY 21

FINANCIAL MARKET regulators
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) are worried
that the surging volumes in fu-
tures and options have started
impinging on capital formation
and thus pose a systemic risk to
India’s economic growth.

“Two years ago, when retail
investors flooded the F&O seg-
ment, we worried about losses to
them, and restricted our action to
educating them, warning them.
Indeed, nine out of 10 investors
were losing money as we subse-
quently found out. From a micro
concern of retail investor losses,
it has grown to be a macro prob-
lemin just two years; household
savings are finding their way into
F&Os, itis threatening to hurt cap-

Bangladesh SC scales back govt jobs
quota that led to protests killings

JULHASALAM
& SHEIKH SAALIQ
DHAKA, NEW DELHI, JULY 21
BANGLADESH'S TOP court on
Sunday scaled back a controver-
sial quota system for govern-
ment job applicants, in a partial
victory for student protesters af-
ter days of nationwide unrest
and deadly clashes between po-
lice and demonstrators that have
killed scores of people.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Kanwar order: Jayant says
not well thought out, Praful
calls for its withdrawal

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

TWO DAYS after LJP (Ram Vilas)
leader and Union minister
Chirag Paswan opposed the po-
lice order in Uttar Pradesh ask-
ing eateries along the Kanwar
Yatra route to display names of

ital formation, investment and
growth,” said a source close to
regulatory decision making, who
did not wish to be named.
Futures and options are de-
rivative contracts that derive
their value from underlying as-
sets that include stocks, com-
modities, currencies etc. Based
on their expectation of future
price movement, investors enter
into a contract to buy or sell the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘Many things that
cause ageing may have
evolved as mechanisms

to prevent cancer’
VENKIRAMAKRISHNAN
BIOLOGIST
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Over 2 yrs after Pune man goes missing,
his family see reunion hopes — in an ad

PAGE1
ANCHOR

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
& ATIKHRASHID
PUNE, JULY 21

DNYANESHWAR VISHNU
Tambe’s family have not seen or
heard of him since the 63-year-old
left his home in Pune’s Shirur
taluka in December 2021. Two
days ago, their hopes of meeting
him again were rekindled after,
according to them, he appeared in
an advertisement on the Insta-
gram account of the ruling Shiv

Dnyaneshwar Tambe and
(right) the ad with his photo,
according to his family.

Sena.

The ‘Mahayuti’ government
in Maharashtra, which, apart
from Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde’s Shiv Sena, comprises the

= il dvaien arEenEet i
= ping amfasda oS mEfe
it po paTEEE pEEE

= By THRHA AT
A W WA
FPsE PR

T —

BJPand the NCP (Ajit Pawar), last
week launched the
“Mukhyamantri Teerth Darshan
Yojana”, which provides a sub-
sidy of up to Rs 30,000 to senior

citizens for pilgrimage to promi-
nentreligious destinations in the
state and outside. With Assembly
elections due later this year, the
state government and CM
Shinde’s party have been aggres-
sively publicising the scheme.

It was one such advertise-
ment that took Tambe’s son,
Bharat, by surprise on Thursday.
He says a friend sent him a
screenshot of a WhatsApp status
someone on his contacts list had
posted. “Isaw the screenshot and
couldn't believe it. It was my fa-
ther in the ad of the Teerth
Darshan Yojana,” said Bharat,
who runs an eatery in Shikrapur,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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their owners, another Union
minister, RLD chief Jayant
Chaudhary, on Sunday said the
police move was unnecessary
and the decision was “not taken
after a lot of thought”. Kanwar
yatris don’t check religion of peo-
ple before accepting “sewa” from
them, he said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SC to hear
plea against
kanwar route
order today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE SUPREME Court will take up
for hearing on Monday a plea
challenging the orders in BJP-
ruled Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand asking eateries and
stalls on the Kanwar Yatra route
todisplay names of their owners.
The plea filed by NGO
Association of Protection of Civil
Rights (APCR) has been listed be-
fore a bench of Justices
Hrishikesh Roy and SV N Bhatti.
Two more petitions have also
been filed in the apex court chal-
lenging the move in the two
states. While the plea by politi-
cal commentator Apoorvanand
and activist Aakar Patel sought
the court’s intervention to ask
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT IN 56 YRS TO OPT OUT

Biden drops out

of White House
race, endorses

V-P Kamala Harris

Move under pressure from Democrats
after debate disaster against Trump

PETERBAKER
WASHINGTON, JULY 21

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden on
Sunday abruptly abandoned his
campaign for a second term un-
der intense pressure from fellow
Democrats and threw his support
to Vice President Kamala Harris
to lead their party in a dramatic
last-minute bid to stop former
President Donald ] Trump from
returning to the White House.
“It has been the greatest
honor of my life to serve as your
President,” he said in a letter
posted on social media. “And
while it has been my intention
to seek re-election, I believe it is
in the best interest of my party
and the country for me to stand
down and to focus solely on ful-
filling my duties as President for
the remainder of my term.”
Biden then posted a subse-

‘It's time to come together
and beat Trump’: Biden

quent online message endorsing
Harris. “My very first decision as
the party nominee in 2020 was
to pick Kamala Harris as my

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Budget session begins: BJP faces kanwar row heat, allies’ special status demands

forcingittolean onits NDAallies,
especially N Chandrababu
Naidu-led TDP and Nitish
Kumar-led JD(U).

At the all-party meeting on
Sunday, the Opposition leaders
were united in raising their con-
cerns over the ADG, Meerut
Zone's directive asking the eater-
ies and carts on the Kanwar Yatra
route to display the names of
their owners and employees, 0s-
tensibly clarifying their religion.
They asked the Centre to inter-
vene, calling the order “divisive”.

While the JD(U) and the YS-
RCP, known as one of the BJP's
friendly parties, raised their de-
mand for a Special Category
Status (SCS) for Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh respectively, the B]D, the
Modi dispensation's erstwhile
friendly party, also reminded the
BJPabout its pledge of the SCS for
Odisha ahead of the 2014 elec-
tions.

“Odisha has been deprived of
the Special Category Status for
more than two decades. Biju
Janata Dal has been constantly
demanding it. In the all party
meeting, political parties from
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh also
demanded for the Special
Category Status for their respec-

tive states. We joined our coun-
terparts from the other states as
well since there is arequirement
for such a status for Odisha too,”
senior BJD leader Sasmit Patra
told reporters after the meeting.

Another BJP ally, Chirag
Paswan, Union minister and
LJP(RV) president, also joined the
JD(U) in demanding the SCS for
Bihar.

In a post on X, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh stated: “In
today's all-party meeting of floor
leaders chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, the JD(U)
leader demanded special cate-
gory status of Bihar. The YSRCP
leader demanded special cate-
gory status for Andhra Pradesh.
Strangely, the TDP leader kept
quiet on the matter.”

The SCSisaclassification of re-
gions or states by the central gov-
ernment to provide special assis-
tance in the form of tax benefits
and financial support for devel-
opment of the region. It was first
introduced in 1969 based on the
recommendations of the fifth
Finance Commission. The BJP-led
Centre has made it clear repeat-
edly that it will not consider the
demands for a SCS by any new
state.

e Bangladesh jobs quota

Students, frustrated by
shortages of good jobs, have
been demanding an end to a
quota that reserved 30% of gov-
ernment jobs for relatives of vet-
erans who fought in
Bangladesh's war of independ-
ence in 1971. The government
previously halted it in 2018 fol-
lowing mass student protests,
but in June, Bangladesh's High
Courtreinstated the quotas and
set off a new round of protests.

Ruling on an appeal, the
Supreme Court ordered that the
veterans' quota be cut to 5%,
with 93% of jobs to be allocated
on merit. The remaining 2% will
be set aside for members of eth-
nic minorities and transgender
and disabled people.

The protests have posed the
most serious challenge to
Bangladesh's government since
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
won a fourth consecutive term
in January elections that were
boycotted by the main opposi-
tion groups. Universities have
been closed, the internet has
been shut off and the govern-
ment has ordered people to stay
at home.

The protests turned deadly
onTuesday, a day after students
at Dhaka University began
clashing with police. Violence
continued to escalate as police
fired tear gas and rubber bullets
and hurled smoke grenades to
scatter stone-throwing protest-
ers. Bangladeshi authorities
haven't shared any official num-
bers of those killed and injured,
but the Daily Prothom Alo
newspaper reported Saturday
that at least 103 people have
died so far.

Sporadic clashes in some
parts of Dhaka, the capital, were
reported on Saturday but it was
not immediately clear whether
there were any fatalities.

Ahead of the Supreme Court
hearing, soldiers patrolled cities
across the South Asian country.
Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan said the stay at home or-

run essential errands.

has declared Sunday and
Monday as public holidays, with
only emergency services al-
lowed to operate.

Protesters argue the quota
system is discriminatory and
benefits supporters of Hasina,
whose Awami League party led
the independence movement,
saying it should be replaced
with a merit-based system.
Hasina has defended the quota
system, saying that veterans de-
serve the highest respect for
their contributions in the war
against Pakistan, regardless of
their political affiliation.

Representatives from both
sides met late Friday in an at-
tempt to reach a resolution and
Law Minister Anisul Huq said
the government was open to
discussing their demands. Their
demands included the reform of
the current quota system, the re-
opening of student dormitories
shut by the police following the
clashes and for some university
officials to step down after fail-
ing to protect campuses from
the violence.

The main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
has backed the protests, vowing
to organise its own demonstra-
tions as many of its supporters
have joined the student-led
protests. However, BNPsaidina
statement its followers were not
responsible for the violence and

denied the ruling party's accu- |
sations of using the protests for !
- have developed Nipah symp-

The Awami League and the |
BNP have often accused each |
other of fueling political chaos |
and violence, most recently
ahead of the country's national |
election, which was marred by
a crackdown on several opposi-
tion figures. Hasina's govern-
ment had accused the opposi- !
tion party of attempting to |
- the high-risk category will be

political gains.

disrupt the vote. AP
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In their petition, Apoorvanand and
Patel said the “impugned directives en-
courage discrimination on grounds of
caste and religion and cannot be seen to
serve any 'legitimate purpose’.”

“These directives promote discrimi-
nation solely based on religious and
caste identity, as they do not require the
display of food items being served or a
statement that no non-vegetarian or
non-satvik food is being served, but only
the display of religious or caste identity
explicit in one's name,” the plea said.
This, they argued, “directly breaches”
Article 15 of the Constitution.

The plea said the directions promote
untouchability and compromise the pri-
vacy of the shop owners and their em-
ployees, exposing them to danger of be-
ing targeted.

In her petition, Moitra accused the
Uttar Pradesh government of creating
“conditions for economic boycott of

“Since June 2023, the Respondent
No. 1 (State of UP) continued to em-
power and embolden the anti-social el-
ements by actively targeting Muslim-
owned businesses based on fabricated
and malicious information circulated by
anti-social
Respondent No. 1, through acts of com-

Sources said when the SP's
Ramgopal Yadav spoke against
the police directive for the
Kanwar Yatra route, the entire
Opposition backed him, saying
it would create communal divi-
sionin the country. While Yadav
warned the BJP “not to create a
crisis in the country for some po-
litical benefits”, AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi said the
Centre has the constitutional
powers to intervene because it
was a “divisive order”.

The police directive for
Muzaffarnagar and other districts
has also been adopted by
Uttarakhand, even asit has drawn
criticism from the BJP's own allies
like the JD(U), Jayant Chaudhary-
led RLD and Chirag Paswan.

With the Opposition having
not got a chance toraise theissue
of the alleged irregularities and
leaks in the NEET exams as well
as the Manipur crisis in the first
session after the Lok Sabha polls,
itsleaders asked the government
Sunday to respect the public
mandate. “What the government
needs to do is very simple. It
needs to read the message of the
mandate which is to discuss and
debatein the House,” John Brittas,
CPI(M)MP said, citing his remark

This came even as another
BJP ally — Ajit Pawar's NCP—

lice order and said it should be
withdrawn.

Speaking to reporters after
the all-party  meeting,
Chaudhary, who is the Minister
of State (Independent Charge) for
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Minister
of State for Education, said the
decision to issue the order “was
takenin a hurry and the govern-
ment is now sticking to it”.

Asked about the order,
Chaudhary said his party's UP
unit chief Ramashis Singh has al-
ready made the party stand clear
against the police order.

“Woh koimudda toh hain nahi.
Humarajo stand haiiss issue pe uss
par pradesh adhyaksh bol chuke
hain. Pooriparty ka stand hai (Itis
not anissue. Our stand has been
made clear by the state president.
Itis the stand of the entire party),”
he said.

made in the meeting. “Everyone
was of the view that Parliament's
prestige has to be restored and
healthy debate should be the
norm,” he added.

Gaurav Gogoi,deputyleader of
the Congressin the Lok Sabha, said
inhis remarks that the government
should offer the Deputy Speaker's
posttothe Opposition. He also said
the Standing Committees should
be constituted immediately in
which the Opposition parties
should be given adequate repre-
sentation including the posts of
their chairpersons.

The AAP's Sanjay Singh raised
the issue of the Centre allegedly
misusing the central agencies
against the Opposition leaders.
The DMK's T R Baalu expressed
concerns over the Opposition-
ruled states not being given cen-
tral funds in time.

The meeting also witnessed
heated arguments between the
YSRCP and the TDP when the
former's Vijaysai Reddy raised
the issue of “TDP hooliganism”
in Andhra Pradesh after its vic-
tory in the recent Assembly
elections.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
TDP leader Luv Krishna said:
“They (YSRCP) could raise suchis-

“Jo kanwar le kar jaate hain,
unki sewa mein sabhi log lagte
hain. Na toh kanwar le kar jaane
waala vyakti koi pehchan karta
hai. Jo sewadar hai unki ek ashir-
wad ki tarah prapt karte hain, aur
aage chalte hai. Koi jaati ya
dharam ki pehchan kar ke sewa
nahi leta, aur na hi iss maamle ko
dharam ya jaati se joda jana
chahiye (Everyone is involved in
service of those traveling with
kanwar. The person carrying the
kanwar doesn’t identify anyone.
Those who serve them do it for
their blessings. No one recog-
nises caste and religion before ac-
cepting service and this issue
should not be linked to caste and
religion),” Chaudhary said.

“Sab pratishthan apna naam
likhe. Maalik koi aur ho sakta hai,
brand kuch aur sakta hai.
Mcdonald kya likhega? Khatauli
mein Burger King kya likhega?
Purane brand hain, ek maalik nahi
kayi maalik ho sakte hain (All es-
tablishments can write their

sues in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly whichis meeting from
Monday. This meeting was to en-
sure the smooth conduct of the
Parliament session. They are just
using diversionary tactics.”

TheJD(U)'s Sanjay Jha wanted
the government to respond
promptly to the issues raised by
the members during the Zero
Hour.

During the meeting many
floor leaders were of the view
that the Central Hall in the old
Parliament House building
should be reopened. “In the all-
party meeting of floor leaders
the universal demand has been
that Central Hall should once
again be opened up for MPs to
mingle with each other and im-
prove communications across
the parties. The historic Central
Hall has sadly fallen into disuse
after the opening of the new
building of Parliament,” Ramesh
said in another X post.

Addressing the floor leaders,
Rajnath Singh requested the
Opposition to avoid disruptions
during the speeches of senior
leaders in order to protect the
dignity of Parliament. Singh
was apparently referring to the
Opposition's move to heckle

name. The owner can be differ-
ent and the brand can be differ-
ent. What will McDonald's
write? What will Burger King in
Khatauli write? There are old
brands, and they can have mul-
tiple owners).”

“I feel the decision wasn’t
taken after a lot of thought, and
now that decision has been
taken, they are sticking toit. This
happens in government some-
times. There is still time, maybe
itisn’timplemented very strictly.
[am seeing pressure is not being
put by administration,”
Chaudhary said.

“As far as vegetarian and non-
vegetarianis concerned, it makes
sense. It should be clear that if
food ingredients and process is
vegetarian or not. How does it
matter who makes it. There are
vegetarian Muslims, and non-
veg eating Hindus,” the RLD chief
said.

On Friday, the RLD, whose
bastion is western Uttar Pradesh,

e Kerala teen who tested positive for Nipah dies

Health Minister Veena
George told reporters in
Malappuram that the boy had a
cardiac arrest at 10.50 am and
that he was declared dead at
11.30 am. “All efforts were made
to save his life. Doses of mono-
clonal antibodies were brought
from NIV-Pune on Sunday. A
medical board had met on
Sunday for administering the
antibodies,” she said.

The minister said four peo-
ple in the victim’s contact list

toms. “One of them is critical
and on life support... Although
the government medical college
hospital in Kozhikode and
Virology Lab in
Thiruvananthapuram have the
facility for testing the samples,
amobile lab from NIV-Pune will
be brought to Malappuram for
testing. Samples of all those in

tested,” she said.
Samples of seven people, in-

cluding six friends of the victim,
tested negative for Nipah. The
minister said 330 people, in-
cluding 68 health workers, are
under observation after they
emerged in the contact list of the
14-year-old. Of them, 101 are in
the high-risk category.

The Health Department has
opened a control room in
Malappuram, and an alert has
been declared in the district.
People were advised to wear
masks and a lockdown was de-
clared in selected areas under
Pandikkad panchayat, where
the boy is from, and nearby
Anakkayam panchayat.

Aroute map of the victim has
been published to encourage
people to self-report if they have
come in contact with him. A
door-to-door survey will also be
held in these two panchayats.

The Centre hasrushed a “One
Health” outbreak response team
to Kerala to investigate the case.
The team will identify epidemi-

¢ SC to hear plea against kanwar route

the states to withdraw the orders, the
petition filed by TMC MP Mahua Moitra
accused the Uttar Pradesh government
of “targeting Muslim-owned busi-

mission and omission, created condi-
tions for the complete economic boycott
of Muslim minorities on the pretext of |
their 'impure’ dietary choices,” the peti-

tion said.

Her plea said that “in forcing the dis-
closure of the names of proprietors and
even those of their staff, on the stated
ground of respecting pilgrims' dietary
choices, makes it clear that 'dietary
choices' is a pretext, or a proxy, for the
compelled disclosure of personal --and,
in this case, religious -- identity, through
the disclosure of names. The upshot of
this is to create a socially-enforced eco-
nomic boycott on Muslim shop-owners
and workers, and the loss of their liveli-
hoods”.

The State's affirmative obligation to
maintain public order. The State cannot
outsource or abdicate its obligations by
requiring citizens to give up their rights |
to free speech in order that public order
is maintained, the petition said. This in-

verts the relationship between the State

and the citizen, and amounts to giving
in to the “heckler's veto”.
The plea said the directions impose

unreasonable restrictions on business

elements. The

activities of eatery owners and food-sell-
ers, infringing upon their freedom to
carry on any occupation, trade or busi-
ness under Article 19(1)(g) of the
Constitution. The orders are also mani-
festly arbitrary, disproportionate,and vi-
olate the right to equality, the petition
said.

ological linkages and provide
technical assistance to the state.
The Centre has urged the state to
carry out active search for Nipah
virus cases in the family of the
boy, neighbouring areas, and ar-
eas with similar topography. The
state has also been asked to trace
all contacts of the boy over the
last 12 days. Strict quarantine of
the contacts and isolation of
those suspected to have the in-
fection have been advised.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research, on the state’s
request, has sent monoclonal
antibodies against the infection
to the state. While the mono-
clonal antibodies had reached
before the death, it could not be
used because of the poor gen-
eral condition of the boy, accord-
ing to a statement by the Union
Health Ministry.

Nipahis a viral infection that
mainly affects animals such as
bats, pigs, dogs, and horses, but
can jump to humans who come

e Missing man

-~ about 25 kilometres from Varude
- village, where he lives.

Saying his family had grown

- sceptical of Tambe’s well-being af-
. ter he remained untraceable for
- three years, Bharat urged CM
- Shinde “to oblige me by finding
- myfatherand reuniting him with

us.” “Now we know for sure that

- heis alive and is well. Our hopes
- ofareunion are highnow,” he said.

The police have already begun

- searching for Tambe. Bharat
- lodged a missing complaint on
- Saturday night after the cops ap-
- proached him, said Inspector
- Deepratan Gaikwad of Shikrapur
- police station. “The family had
- never lodged a missing report
- aboutDnyaneshwar Tambeinthe
- past,” Gaikwad said.

DSP Prashant Dhole said,

. “When we interacted with the
- family members, they told us that
- Dnyaneshwar Tambe has left
- home multiple times in the past
- and he used toreturn home on his
- own. Last time he left home dur-
- ing the Covid-19 outbreak in
- December 2021. But the family
. members believed that he would
. return again. So they did not in-
- form the police or lodged any
- missing report about him before.”

“(Tambe’s) family members

- said thatafter leaving home, he of-
. ten visited places of pilgrimage.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his reply to the debate
on the Motion of Thanks on the
President's address to both the
Houses during the last session.

Besides Singh, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju and
JPNadda of the BJP, the meeting
was attended by Gogoi, Ramesh
and K Suresh of the Congress,
the JD(U)'s Sanjay Jha, AAP's
Sanjay Singh, NCP's Praful Patel,
and the R]D's Abhay Kushwaha,
among other leaders.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
Union Budget in Parliament on
Tuesday. Sitharaman will table
the Economic Survey on
Monday.

A united Opposition is set to
corner the Modi government on
issues ranging from the NEET pa-
per leaks to railway safety, to un-
employment and price rise.

The session would have 19
sittings till August 12, during
which the government is ex-
pected to present six bills, includ-
ing the one to replace the 90-
year-old Aircraft Act, besides
getting Parliament's nod for the
Budget of Jammu and Kashmir,
which has been under the
Central rule.

e Kanwar order: Jayant says not well thought out, Praful seeks withdrawal

der will be relaxed from3 pmto
5 pm. on Sunday for people to !
- joined the chorus against the po-
Meanwhile, the government |

including Muzaffarnagar, had
said it will raise its objections
with both the Central and state
governments, of whichitis a part.

On Sunday, NCP leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Praful Patel
joined NDA allies JD(U),RLD and
LJP (Ram Vilas) in opposing the
order to eateries, saying it should
be withdrawn.

“These steps have been taken
for the first time in view of
Kanwar Yatra. It needs amend-
ment. The UP government needs
to take it back,” Patel after attend-
ing the all-party meeting.

On Friday, Union minister and
RLD (Ram Vilas) leader Chirag
Paswan had said he does not
agree with the directive, first is-
sued by police in Muzaffarnagar.
“Itis every government’s respon-
sibility to work for the poor,
whichincludes all sections of so-
ciety such as Dalits, backwards,
upper castes and Muslims as
well,” he had said.

INPUTS FROM ENS, MUMBAI

in contact with infected animals
and cause serious illness. Nipah
usually presents as fever and
swelling of the brain.

Kerala has had a number of
Nipah outbreaks since 2018.

In2018, 17 of 18 infected per-
sons had died. One death was re-
portedin2021,and twoin 2023.
With the death of the 14-year-
old on Sunday, the total number
of deaths due to Nipah in Kerala
since 2018 has gone up to 21.

The state Health
Department has not yet found
how the 14-year-old boy was
exposed to the virus. The de-
partment has also not con-
firmed whether the victimis the
index case for this year.

A study on the 2018 out-
break had found that the first
case was infected from bats, and
others from hospital. The virus
reported in Kerala belonged toa
Bangladeshi strain, which is
known for its high mortality
rate.

They suspect he now went to the
wari procession where his photo-
graphmay have been clicked. We
have formed teams to search for
him now,” Dhole added.

After the advertisement,
Bharat contacted alocal journalist
and the news soonwentviral, even
drawing in the Opposition
Congress, which criticised the state
government. Congress leader Vijay
Wadettiwar, in an X post, said it
was “a crime to use a photograph
of acitizenin this manner illegally
on the advertisement, without
seeking their permission”.
Slamming the Mahayuti govern-
ment, he said its schemes as well
asadvertisements were “hollow”.

The state government denied
it issued the advertisement fea-
turing the missing man. “The state
government has not posted this
ad on any of its social media ac-
counts.Ithasalsonotbeenissued
via the government in any form,”
said a statement issued through
the Director General of
Information and Public Relations.

The Shiv Sena has now deleted
the post. Party spokesperson
Naresh Mhaske said: “As far as
amaware, the advertisement was
issued by the government. But if
it was our social media team that
designed the post, we would
surely try to trace the source of the
photo so that the elderly man can
be traced.”

e Biden drops out of race

Vice President,” he wrote. “And
it's been the best decision I've
made. Today [ want to offer my
full support and endorsement
for Kamala to be the nominee of
our party this year. Democrats —
it's time to come together and
beat Trump. Let’s do this.”

The president’s decision up-
ended the race and set the stage
for a raucous and unpredictable
campaign unlike any in modern
times, leaving Harris just over
100 days to consolidate support
from Democrats, establish her-
self as a credible national leader
and prosecute the case against
Trump.

Although Democratic con-
vention delegates must ratify the
choice of Harris to take over as
standard-bearer next month,
Biden’s endorsement meant the
nomination was hers tolose and
she appeared in a powerful po-
sition to claim it. While Biden, 81,
remained president and still
planned to finish out his termin
January, the transition of the
campaign to Harris, 59,
amounted to amomentous gen-
erational change of leadership of
the Democratic Party.

The president said he would
“speak to the nation later this
week in more detail about my
decision.” One person informed
about the matter said Biden had
told his senior staff at 1:45 p.m.
that he had changed his mind, an
announcement that surprised
many aides who had been told
asrecently as Saturday night that
his campaign was still full speed
ahead. It was not immediately
clear whether he wrote the let-
ter himself or had help, nor did
his aides know when or how he
might address the nation.

The president’s decision
meant that a nomination will be
settled at a convention rather
than through primaries. Harris
starts the truncated process in
the strongest position. Within
minutes of Biden’s announce-
ment, one potential rival,
Governor Gretchen Whitmer of
Michigan, announced she would
not run. Another, Governor
Gavin Newsom of California, had
previously said he would not
challenge Harris.

Biden announced his with-
drawal after a disastrous debate
performance against Trump ce-
mented public concerns about
his age and touched off wide-
spread panicamong Democrats
about his ability to prevent the
former president from reclaim-
ing power. Democratic congres-
sional leaders petrified by dismal
poll numbers pressed Biden to
gracefully exit, angry donors
threatened to withhold their
money and down-ballot candi-
dates feared he would take
down the whole ticket.

No sitting president has
dropped out of a race so late in
the election cycle in American
history, and Harris and any other
contenders for the nomination
will have just weeks to earn the
backing of the nearly 4,000 del-
egates to the Democratic
National Convention. While the
convention is scheduled to take
place in Chicago from August 19

e F&Os surge

to August 22, the party had al-
ready planned to conduct a vir-
tual roll call vote before August
7 to ensure access to ballotsin all
50 states, leaving little time to as-
semble support.

Biden’s campaign for a sec-
ond term collapsed in swift and
stunning fashion after leading
Democrats concluded that he
would be unable to defeat
Trump in the fall. During their
nationally televised debate last
month, Biden, the oldest presi-
dent in American history, ap-
peared frail, hesitant, confused
and diminished, losing a critical
opportunity to make his case
against Trump, a convicted felon
who tried to overturn the last
election.

Although Trump, 78, is justa
few years younger than Biden,
he came across as forceful at the
debate even as he made re-
peated false and misleading
statements. Questions have been
raised about Trump’s own cog-
nitive decline. He often rambles
incoherently in interviews and
at campaign rallies and has con-
fused names, dates and facts just
as Biden has. But Republicans
have not turned against him as
Democrats did against Biden.

The president’s age was a pri-
mary concern of voters long be-
fore the debate. Even most
Democrats told pollsters more
thanayearago that they thought
he was too old for the job. Born
during World War Il and first
elected to the Senate in 1972 be-
fore two-thirds of today’s
Americans were even born,
Biden would have been 86 at the
end of a second term.

Biden consistently main-
tained that his experience wasan
advantage, enabling him to pass
landmarklegislation and manage
foreign policy crises. He main-
tained that he was the Democrat
best equipped to defeat Trump
given that he did so in 2020.

But his efforts to reassure
Democrats that he was up to the
task following the damaging de-
bate failed to shore up support.
Instead, his slowness to reach
out to party leaders and some of
the answers he gave in inter-
views only fueled internal dis-
content.

Inbowing out, Biden became
the firstincumbent president in
56 years to give up a chance to
run again. With six months re-
maining in his term, his decision
instantly transformed him into
a lame duck. But he can be ex-
pected to use his remaining time
in office to try to consolidate
gains on domestic policy and
manage ongoing wars in Europe
and the Middle East.

Biden revitalised interna-
tional alliances that frayed un-
der Trump, rallying much of the
world to stand against Russia’s
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.
He supported Israel in its war
against Hamas following the
October 7 terrorist attack, but he
has grown frustrated with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
saying that Israel is not doing
enough to avoid civilian casual-
ties and guarantee humanitar-
ian aid to Gaza. NYT

RISE AND RISE OF FUTURE AND OPTION TRADE

May 2022

Turnover at NSE and BSE (% lakhcr)

Change
334%

May 2022
May 2024

| 262

Source: Sebi Bulletin

asset in ‘lots’ (a lot has multiple
units of the asset) by payinga small
marginamount.

Data sourced from a recent
SEBIbulletin on futures and options
shows a sharp jump in both
turnover and number of contracts
traded. While F&O combined
turnover at BSE and NSE jumped
more than four times to Rs 9,504
lakh crore in May 2024 from Rs
2,189 lakh crore in May 2022, the
number of contracts traded surged
by more than five times to 1,373
crore from 262 crore during the pe-
riod. SEBI is also cognisant of the
reservations of certain market
players,whostilldonot agree with
a clampdown on F&Os. While re-
tailinvestors are the oneswhoend
up with aggregate losses in F&O,
those on the other side who make
money are largely “proprietary
traders and high frequency
traders”, the sources said. The mar-
ketregulator nolonger believes the
only purpose thatderivatives trad-
ing serves is risk hedging for in-
vestors and businesses at a low
cost. “Much of it is speculation
now,” the sources said.

SEBI had set up a working
group under former executive di-
rector of RBI, G Padmanabhan, to
study the derivatives segmentand

No of contracts at NSE and BSE (cr)

suggest measures for risk manage-
ment and investor protection. The
sources said the working group
met mid-July and is close to pre-
senting a report to the standing
committee of SEBL.

It is learnt, an interim report
with immediate measures that
SEBI canimmediately put in place
islikely. The groupislearnt to have
sought more data on certain as-
pects. “Once SEBI providesaall data,
the group would presentafinal re-
port,” said a source.

Sources said the recommenda-
tions in the interim report may in-
clude anincrease in the minimum
value of FRO contracts by 4-5 times
from the current limit of Rs 5 lakh
and also increase the margin re-
quirement for investors among
others.

Asource, who influences deci-
sion making in the financial mar-
kets, said, “I know that at an indi-
vidual choice level we should not
intervene. But now its notaboutin-
dividual choice.Itisabout the entire
piece and pace of growth. If it
(F&Os)isallowed to continue at the
same pace of growth, we can only
imagine whatwill happen. Alot of
money is going out forno good rea-
son.Sowe need to think about this
atamacrolevel.”
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LIQUOR STORES CLOSED UNTIL PROCESSION ENDS

Internet services suspended in
Nuh ahead of Jalabhishek Yatra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON JULY 21

AHEAD OF the Brajmandal
Jalabhishek Shobha Yatra on
Monday in Haryana’s Nuh, the
state government ordered the
suspension of internet and bulk
SMS services for 24 hours start-
ing 6 pm on Sunday. Police have
also ordered that heavy vehicles
will not be allowed to enter Nuh
before the yatra concludes.

Deputy = Commissioner
Dhirendra Khadgata stated that
the orders were issued by the
Additional Chief Secretary
Anurag Rastogi to prevent any
disturbance to peace and public
order in the Nuh district amid
the procession. The Deputy
Commissioner further said that
exemptions have been provided
for personal SMS, mobile
recharges, banking SMS, voice
calls, corporate and domestic
broadband, and leased line inter-
net. All liquor stores will also be
closed on Monday till the reli-
gious procession concludes, said
officials.

The annual religious proces-
sion covers three templesin Nuh
— Nalhar, Ferozepur Jhirka, and
Singar. Last year, violence broke
out during the yatra, leading to
six deaths. Bajrang Dal members
and a cleric at a mosque in
Gurgaon were among those who

Body of missing
2-yr-old found in
abandoned toilet
near Delhi slum

New Delhi: The body of a two-
year-old missing boy was found
in an abandoned toilet near a
slum area in central Delhi on
Sunday, said police. He was al-
legedly abducted while playing
outside his home. In protest
against the murder of the tod-
dler, his family members
blocked a road near the slum
cluster. However, police dis-
persed the crowd after assuring
strict action in the matter, said
officials.

Said DCP (Central) Harsh
Vardhan, "A two-year-old boy
was found dead in the transit
camp in a jhuggi area at around
10 am today. The body was
found in an abandoned toilet
block around 100 metre from the
slum where he lived." An FIR has
beenlodged and multiple teams
have been formed to probe the
matter. "The manner of death
will be clear after the post-
mortem report is received".

A relative of the toddler al-
leged that there were several as-
saultmarksonthebody. ENS

Security personnel take stock of preparations for the
procession, on Sunday. Express

died.

To instill a sense of security
among the public, a flag march
was conducted on Sunday in the
area in the presence of Vijay
Pratap, Nuh Superintendent of
Police.

Gurgaon Police conducted
meetings with Hindu outfits in
the wake of the procession.
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) West Karan Goel and DCP
Manesar Deepak Kumar gave
necessary guidelines to maintain
peace. The participants have
been asked to not raise any
provocative slogans during the
procession.

Police have urged the public
to not pay heed to any rumours.

Elaborate arrangements are
in place, officials said. Fourteen
duty magistrates have been des-

ignated to oversee the proces-
sion. Police said that comman-
dos, bomb squad personnel, and
CRPF troops will also be de-
ployed at every corner.
“Impenetrable security
arrangements have been made
for this year's Brajmandal
Jalabhishek Shobha Yatra. The
police will monitor every activity
from the ground to the sky.
Police, paramilitary, and com-
mando personnel have also been
deployed up to half the height of
the Aravalli mountains, and sur-
veillance is being conducted by
drones around the Aravalli
mountains and nearby areas.
Additionally, continuous search
operations are being conducted
by the police on the Aravalli
mountains adjacent to the tem-
ples,” said a police spokesperson.

AMID TUSSLE OVER KEJRIWAL'S HEALTH

Attempt-to-murder case may be
filed against L-G, BJP: AAP MP

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

A DAY after Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
wrote to Chief Secretary Naresh
Kumar expressing concern
about Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's “non-consumption
of prescribed medical diet and
medications” in jail, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MP Sanjay
Singh launched a fresh attack
on the L-G and the BJP. Singh
said that the party is planning
to file an "attempt to murder
case" against the L-G and the
BJP.

"Both the BJP and its L-G are
giving out false information re-
garding the health of the CM.
Earlier, when he needed insulin
as his sugar level increased,
they said Kejriwal was eating
mangoes, aloo puri... was in-
creasing his calories, and re-
fused to give him insulin. Then
the court had to intervene and

Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested in the excise policy
case. File

he got insulin. They are now
saying that Kejriwal is not eat-
ing anything, so his sugar level
dropped at night... Which per-
son wants to take his own life
by not eating knowing that he
has diabetes?,” said Singh
while addressing a press con-
ference.

The AAP leader alleged a
“conspiracy to kill the Chief
Minister”, a day after Delhi
Minister Atishi made a similar
claim. Showing a copy of
Kejriwal's “medical reports”,

Nuh Police are also keeping
an eye on the city, Nalheshwar
Temple, Aravalli Mountains,
Badkali Chowk, Jhirakeshwar
Temple, Shringeshwar Temple
(Singhar)which shall be covered
during the procession. The
spokesperson said that videog-
raphy of vehicles of people com-
ing from other states and dis-
tricts to participate in the yatra
will be carried out, and they will
be thoroughly checked to ensure
there are no explosive materials
or weapons. DCP (South)
Sidhant Jain said that drones
have been deployed to monitor
traffic on the Sohna highway
leading to Nuh.

A traffic advisory has also
been issued. Heavy vehicles
traveling from Alwar to Sohna
and Gurgaon should go via
Ambedkar Chowk in Firozpur
Jhirka to Mumbai Expressway
and then via KMP Rewasan to
Sohna or Gurgaon, Nuh Police
stated. Heavy vehicles traveling
from Palwal, Hodal, and Aligarh
(Uttar Pradesh) to Alwar should
go via KMP to Mumbai
Expressway and then via
Ambedkar Chowk in Firozpur
Jhirka to Alwar.

All heavy vehicles travelling
to Nuh from various other loca-
tions should bring their vehicles
to Nuh only after the
Brajmandal Jalabhishek Yatra
concludes, police said.

Singh said, "These are data and
graphs of his (Kejriwal) sugar
level prepared and submitted
by the Tihar Jail doctors, which
clearly show that his sugar level
has dropped and he is showing
symptoms of hyperglycemia."

He accused the L-G and BJP
of spreading false information
about Kejriwal's health. "I want
to ask why the L-G is denying
this again and again (state-
ments on Kejriwal’s deteriorat-
ing health). By doing this, he is
conspiring to harm Kejriwal. If
anything happens to him, the
L-G has to answer. We are con-
sulting advocates to file an at-
tempt to murder case against
people involved in this conspir-
acy... After consulting lawyers,
we will soon file a case of at-
tempt to murder against the L-
G and the BJP because hiding a
patient/person's medical re-
ports is a conspiracy to harm
the person,” he said.

There was noimmediate re-
sponse from the L-G’s office to
Singh’s remarks.

Demolition fear looms in other slum clusters
after hundreds dlsplaced in Khyber Pass

: V‘ﬁ

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

MORE THAN a week after the
demolition at Khyber Pass in
Delhi’s Civil Lines area displaced
hundreds, residents in several
other slum clusters in the city are
on the brink. The deadline to va-
cate houses forlocals in such clus-
tersin Sarojini Nagar and Inderlok
ends on Monday,as per the recent
eviction notices put up here by
Northern Railways. However, res-
idents arerelying on courts for re-
lief.

Other clusters where a similar
fear is said to be prevailing are
Delhi Cantt Jhuggi, Loha Mandi
Jhuggi, Rajiv Gandhi Jhuggi,
Buddha Nagar Jhuggi, Indrapuri
Jhuggi and]] clusters of Daya Basti
and Tulsi Nagar. Several slum
clusters — mostly set up on
Railways'land - have beenreceiv-
ing eviction notices despite being
listed under the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB), the Delhi government’s
nodal agency responsible for the
development of slums and reset-
tlement. While residents of the ]
Camps in Buddha Nagar and
Indrapuri claim they did not re-
ceive any eviction notice, a
Northern Railways official stated,
“We have provided a routine no-
ticeright nowinthe areas thatare
within the safety zone. These are
people living within a 15-meter
radius of the tracks. By doing so,
they pose a threat to passengers
aswell as their own lives. The High
Courthad also earlier ordered that
the encroachments within the
safety zone can be cleared and
that no rehabilitation policies
need tobeimplemented for those

Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj at a slum cluster in Delhi. File

sitting within 15 meters.” Another
senior official said, “Alot of devel-
opmental projects are stuck for
which these encroachments need
tobe cleared. For instance, the rail
line at Shakur Basti needs to be
doubled for the trains that are un-
able to pass through Delhi. "

On Friday, Delhi Minister of
Urban Development Saurabh
Bharadwaj claimed that the cen-
tral government’s “agencies areil-
legally demolishing” slums. “All
settlements where the Railways
has putup notices areincludedin
listed settlements of DUSIB. .. Last
year too, the central government
had illegally demolished houses
of lakhs of people in Delhi... As
per the Delhi government's
norms, first slum dwellers will be
given permanent houses, and
then slums will be demolished,”
he said. He said that the AAP
would not let the demolition take
place until the slum dwellers are
rehabilitated. For the last four
years, the Delhi government and
the Northern Railways have been
in discussions for rehabilitation
and other matters with around
48,000 jhuggis built alongside the
140 km of railway tracks in the
city, as per officials. An order for
the demolition had been passed

by the Supreme Court on August
31, 2020, which also said that no
other court would grant a stay in
the matter. In 2020, the Delhi gov-
ernment told Northern Railways
that demolishing jhuggis along
tracks would be illegal and that
houses built for slum relocation
could be made “ready tomovein”
by March 2021.

However, the houses have not
been allocated yet. In October
2022, 70 to 80 homes were de-
molished in Northwest Delhi’s
Shakur Basti by the Railways, with
residents claiming they were not
warned of the action.

In Sarojini Nagar Flying Club,
more than 200 families live in a
dimly lit cluster under a railway
bridge. Residents living in
cramped spaces say they have

nowhere else to go.

“We have received multiple
notices from Railways to vacate
the area. Railway and airport offi-
cers often complain about the lack
of hygiene here and easily point
fingers at us. We have repeatedly
challenged these ordersin court,”
said Prabhu Rana, who has lived
in the cluster for the last 15 years.
“Thelast notice asked us to vacate
the area by July 11. Thankfully, the
court has put a stay on it, but we
do not know how much longer
we will be allowed to stay here,”
said Rajesh, the Pradhan of the
Sarojini Nagar cluster. InInderlok,
acluster of slumslocated nexttoa
railway track has received similar
notices.

“They have asked us to vacate
our houses by July 22. We received
the notices justa week ago. We are
seeking help from political parties
to challenge these notices in
court,” said Mohammad Haris, a
rickshaw puller who has been
staying in the cluster for 20 years.

As per the annual report of a
nonprofit, Housing and Land
Rights Network (HLRN), on forced
evictions in the country, around
2.78 lakh people were evicted by
various authorities in Delhi be-
tween 2022 and 2023, the high-
est across India.

Delhi Traffic
Police: Elaborate
arrangements in
place in view of
Kanwar Yatra

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

A DAY before the Kanwar Yatra
begins, Delhi Traffic Police on
Sunday issued an advisory urg-
ing commuters to plan their
journey to avoid inconvenience.

"A large number of kan-
wariyas reach Delhi and some of
them go to Haryana and
Rajasthan via Delhi borders. This
year the expected number is
about 15-20 lakh," read the ad-
visory.

With the kanwariyas ex-
pected to set up roadside camps
during their journey, congestion
is likely along Najafgarh Firni,
Rohtak Road, Pankha Road, Dev
Prakash, Shastri Marg, Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road, Outer Ring Road,
Rani Jhansi Road from Baraf,
Khana Chowk to Fire Station,
Boulevard Road and at Azad
Market Chowk, and Mathura
Raod, as per the advisory. "Due to
diversion of vehicular traffic,
bound for Apsara Border and
Maharajpur Border to Ghazipur,
by UP Police, there will be conges-
tion on NH-24 as well," it further
read. Elaborate arrangements
have been made to segregate the
movement of kanwariyas and
other road users and to minimise
inconvenience to the general
public and devotees, police said.

Govt releases nearly Rs 100 cr
for 12 colleges afﬁhated to DU

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE DELHI government on
Sunday released about Rs 100
crore for 12 colleges, which are
financed by it and are affiliated
with Delhi University (DU), as
part of the funds for the second
quarter approved by Education
Minister Atishi.

In the upcoming Budget, a
provision of about Rs 400 crore
has been made by the Delhi gov-
ernment for these colleges for
the financial year 2024-25, as per
an official notification.

Lastyear in April, the govern-
mentreleased Rs 100 crore in the
first quarter for the 12 colleges.

The Indian Express had re-
ported in January that the Delhi
government had said it would
only clear funding once these in-
stitutes were de-affiliated from
DU and became part of one of
Delhi’s state universities. The
statement came after DU Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh wrote
to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, saying
the colleges would remain with
the varsity and the state should
continue funding them.

Citing reports from the
Directorate of Audit, Atishi ear-
lier told The Indian Express that
the special audit conducted in
2020 on six of the 12 colleges
“unequivocally highlighted nu-
merous instances of grave irreg-

At Delhi University Campus. File

ularities and procedural lapses
of the ‘highest levels’ in expen-
diture exceeding hundreds of
crores.” “Let alone the approval,
there should be an inquiry
against these colleges. The Delhi
government has directed strong
action against the administra-
tion of these colleges for creat-
ingillegal posts, including recov-
ering salaries since 2015 of
illegally appointed staff mem-
bers,” Atishi said.

“These 12 colleges have con-
sistently received an annual
grant in aid exceeding Rs 300
crore from the Government of
NCT of Delhi for several years.
They must be held accountable
for any misutilisation of funds,”
she added.

As per the notification on
Sunday, Atishi stated, “Along with
schools, the Kejriwal government
focused on higher educationand

opened three new universities
and expanded the existing uni-
versities. The 12 Delhi University
colleges — fully funded by the
Delhi government - play an im-
portant role in higher education
in Delhi.”

"Many issues of financial mis-
management have come to the
fore in these colleges in the last
few years, but the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has decided that the
teachers and students of those
colleges should not suffer due to
the mistakes of the management
and administration.

Keeping in mind the welfare
of teachers, their medical bene-
fits, pension benefits which were
stuck due to financial misman-
agement, Delhi Government s re-
leasing a fund of Rs 100 crore in
the second quarter for these 12
colleges of Delhi University," she
added.

Boxer arrested a month after he shot at his
uncle in Panipat amid property dispute

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

THE DELHI Police have arrested an
alleged gangster, said to also be a
former state-level boxer, for al-
legedly shooting at his uncle fol-
lowing an argument in Panipat,
officers said on Sunday.

A senior police officer said
Constable Surender of the Crime
Branchreceived a tip-off about the
movement of a gangster named
Rajan alias Mantri, who was

wanted in an attempt to murder
case at the Sanoli police stationin
Panipat.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Satish Kumar said,
"The police source also informed
us that Rajan was carrying illegal
weapons.” A team of Head
Constable Amit, Soni, Trishpal,and
Constable Surender, supervised
by Inspector Pankaj Thakran, was
constituted and a trap was set
near Japani Parkin Rohini. An SUV
was spotted there, with the lone
occupant identified by the in-

former as Rajan, said police. The
team apprehended him and re-
covered an automatic pistol from
his possession.

Two live cartridges were dis-
covered in the pistol. A thorough
search of the carrevealed aloaded
single-shot pistol and a live car-
tridge concealed beneath the dri-
ver's seat. A case was filed under
relevant sections and the accused
was charged. DCP Kumar said that
Rajan had a property dispute with
hisuncle Azad, who used toreside
inthe same village. “Azad had also

previously beeninvolved in crim-
inal cases. A few days ago, Azad
hurled abuses and allegedly in-
sulted Rajan's mother. Enraged at
this, Rajan vowed to take revenge.
OnJune 23,as Azad was returning
to Nangla Paar village in his car,
Rajan, along with his associates,
opened fire at him."

One of the bullets pierced the
car, hitting Azad's waist. Despite
his injury, Azad managed todrive
home and was then taken to a
hospital for treatment of his gun-
shot wounds.
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New Delhi: Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena has issued directions for

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 22,2024
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L-G orders revamp of Red Cross Hospital NO COERCIVE ACTION ON HOMEBUYERS: COURT

Granted relief by SC, buyers bearing brunt
of subvention scheme slam builders, banks

onaninspection of the hospital on
Saturday, they added. “Adeadline
of six months was given to the of-
ficials for achieving a total facelift
of the hospital, which is lacking
modern equipmentand is marred
by amanpower shortage,” an offi-
cial said. PTI

the "complete revamp" of a hos-
pital run by the Indian Red Cross
Society (IRCS) in east Delhi's
Seemapuri area, Raj Niwas offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Heissued the directions while

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
JHARKHAND
22 July 2003

Shaheed SI  On July 22, 2003, troops of 121

BAISHAKHA Battalion of CRPE alongside state

SINGH police, launched an operation

12-05-1949 To against Maoists in Jharkhand.

22-07-2003 During the operation, Maoists

- 121 BN entrenched on a hilltop opened

— - ‘L“'} Punjab fire at the approaching troops.

The troops immediately took
positions and launched a counter-attack. Leading from the front,
Shaheed SI Baishakha Singh was severely injured but continued to
lead his men bravely, forcing the Maoists to flee. Despite being evacuated,
he succumbed to his injuries and attained martyrdom. His leadership,
bravery, and determination will always be remembered by the nation.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Assam
22 July 2001
Shaheed Shaheed
KUMAR YADAY,
! b | ASST. COMDT. KHEM SINGH
21_06_1 973 TO L 19'06'1 968 TO
22-07-2001 . 22-07-2001
40 BN 40 BN
Rajasthan Haryana
Shaheed On July 22, 2001, CRPF troops of
Constable/Dvr . .
40 Battalion of CRPF were moving
RAJBIR SINGH .
15-08-1965 To from Lumding (Nagaon) to
Haflong (NC Hills) to shift stores.
22-07-2001 . o e
Near village Lavse, NC Hills district,
- 40 BN .
H insurgents ambushed the convoy
aryana

from a vantage point in the hilly
terrain. The insurgents fired heavily at the vehicles, prompting the
troops to immediately de-board and launch a counter-attack. A fierce
gunfight ensued as the troops closed in, despite their disadvantageous
position. The brave troops forced the insurgents to flee. In the counter-
attack, Shaheed Asst. Comdt. VK. Yadav, Shaheed Ct/Bugler Khem
Singh, and Shaheed Ct/Dvr Rajbir Singh sacrificed their lives while
charging at the insurgents. Their bravery and sacrifice will never be
forgotten.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Jammu & Kashmir
18 July 1992
The 98th Battalion of CRPF was

Shaheed
Constable deployed in Doda district, Jammu
9 T. RAVI and Kashmir, for anti-terrorist
i 15-07-1970 To ©operations. On July 18, 1992,
22-07-1992 during an area domination
98 BN patrol, the troops were ambushed
Andhra Pradesh Py militants firing from a dense

jungle. The troops retaliated and
advanced, forcing the militants to flee. During the encounter, Shaheed
HC Vijay Shankar Rai and Shaheed Constable T. Ravi fought courageously
from the front and were severely injured. Shaheed HC Vijay Shankar
Rai succumbed to his injuries that day, while Shaheed Constable
T. Ravi attained martyrdom on July 22. The sacrifices of these brave
CRPF men will always be remembered.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Manipur
22 July 1995

Shaheed Head ©OnJuly 22, 1995, the 71 Battalion
Constable
GULAB CHAND Manipur, for counterinsurgency
01-10-1947 To operations. Troops set up a Naka
at Moirang Kampu, Imphal East

71 BN
*_l'“ o & Uttar Pradesh Upon seeing the troops, insurgents
immediately opened fire. The
troops swiftly took positions and retaliated, leading to a fierce
severe injuries. Despite his injuries, he continued firing and supporting
his fellow troops. He later succumbed to his injuries, laying down his
life for the nation. His valour remains engraved in the proud heart of

of CRPF was deployed in Imphal,
22-07-1995
district, to curb insurgent movement.
encounter.During the firefight, Shaheed HC Gulab Chand sustained
the Force.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Sri Lanka
22 July 1988
35 Battalion of CRPF was

Shaheed
Constable deployed in Sri Lanka as part of
= R.S. BESAK the Indian Peace Keeping Force
i (IPKF) to help the war-torn
2 1221%;525;;;“ nation. On July 22, 1988, a bomb
) 35 BN ripped through the vehicle
Maharashtra  Constable R. S. Besak Rao was

traveling in, resulting in his

supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Assam

18 July 1968
Shaheed Constable Om Prakash

Shaheed
Constable was posted to the 1st Battalion,
OM PRAKASH deployed in what is now Manipur,
07-12-1947 To then part of Assam, to maintain
- 22-07-1968 law and order and tackle underground
o = militant activities. On July 18,
Eﬂ ;‘ 3 H;rsaNna 1968, while on duty, his party was

ambushed by insurgents. In the
ensuing encounter, he stood his ground and responded bravely but was

the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
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RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE)
BALDEV SINGH BANSI PRASAD RAMENDRA SINGH

The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers its Bravehearts who in the
true traditions of the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice while
bravely combating terrorists in Puneja, Doda District, (J&K) on 22 Jul
1995. May the Almighty grant eternal peace to the souls of under
mentioned martyrs. Their gallant action will

continue to inspire us all :-

Hav (Late) Rajender Singh, Rfn (Late) Karnail Singh, Rfn
(Late) Hari Kumar Singha, Rfn (Late) Ram Pravesh Singh,
Rfn (Late) Baldev Singh, Rfn (Late) Bansi Prasad, Rfn
(Late) Ramendra Singh

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES

Head Constable
Madan Lal

ITBP salutes its braveheart Head Constable Madan
Lal of 25th Battalion, who made supreme sacrifice
in the line of duty fighting bravely with the militants
on this day in J&K in 2004.
Resident of : Vill.- Yol Jharer, Distt.- Kangra
' (Himachal Pradesh)
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JULY 21

WHEN DHEERA] Sharma, 44, mi-
grated from Firozabad in Uttar
Pradesh to take up a private job
in Noida two decades ago, he had
one dream: a home of his own
with dedicated rooms for his two
children. In 2015, he booked a 2-
BHK flatin Amrapali's Centurian
Parkin Greater Noida by availing
the “Subvention Plan”.

Nine years on, Sharma is yet
to see a trace of the promised
house for which he had paidRs 7
lakh. On the other hand, the last
few years have beena nightmare
for him with the banks bombard-
ing him with notices, asking him
to pay the remaining amount.

For homebuyers like Sharma,
arecent order from the Supreme
Court has brought some relief
with the court directing the bank
not to take any coercive action
against the buyers who booked a
flat under Subvention Plan and
are yet to get possession of their
flats.

Under the subvention
scheme, the banks or financial in-
stitutions would disburse the
sanctioned amount directly to
the builder who is supposed to
pay the pre-EMIs or full EMIs un-
til the possession of the flat is
handed over to the home buyers.
However, in many cases across
the NCR, the builders left the
projects midway, leading to al-
leged harassment of homebuy-
ers by the banks as the loans were
taken in their name.

Narrating his ordeal, Sharma
said, “I bought the flat for Rs 30

Congress slams
BJP, AAP over
Delhi pollution

Devender
Yadav

New Delhi: The Delhi Congress
has criticised both the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) for their al-
leged failure to address the air
pollution in Delhi. The state
unit’s chief, Devender Yadav, ac-
cused both the parties of inac-
tion, despite their significant
representation in the Delhi
Assembly, MCD, and Parliament.

“Despite the BJP having eight
MLAs playing the role of
Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly, more than 100 coun-
cillors in the MCD, and seven
Members of Parliament, the B]P
has not been serving the inter-
est of the people of Delhi. The
(CM Arvind) Kejriwal govern-
ment has been caughtinitsown
contradictions tolive alife of de-
ceitand falsehood, betraying the
people of Delhi,” he said in his
statement to the press.

He said that both the parties
need to collaborate to improve
Delhi's air quality. ENS

WHAT IS SUBVENTION SCHEME?

P "x.\ M Under the
|' £ | scheme, the home

'\% / buyer, builder and
— " thebankenter
into a tripartite agreement,
where the buyer pays 10% of the
money upfront while 80% of the
amount is paid by the bank to
the builder directly in the form
of aloan, so that it can continue
construction work.

M The remaining 10% is paid by the
buyers to the builder after the
delivery of the flat. The loan is
disbursed to the builder in the
name of buyer only, provided that
the builder will pay the EMI

until the possession of flat.

Act, 1881 shall be entertained on
behalf of Banks/Financial
Institutions or
Builders/Developers against

THE COURT ORDER

M “...there shall be interim stay
in all the matters, to the effect

lakh. I did not have the money,
butIwanted aflat for my children
at any cost. The builder told me
about a subvention plan and I
thought that it could be a good
opportunity as it will give me
three years' time to arrange the
money and the builder will pay
the EMI (interest part only) till the
delivery of the flat. They gotaloan
of Rs 17.801akh in my name. A to-
tal of Rs 21 lakh loan was sanc-
tioned on my flat. But the builder
paid the EMI only for six months
and disappeared...,” said Sharma,
who works at a private university
in Noida.

He said that despite buying a
flat, heis still living on rent in sec-
tor-122.

“I am paying Rs 15,000 rent
every month. At the same time,

that no coercive action .. . homebuyers,” said the
including complaint bench of Justice Suryakant
under section 138 of the /' and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan in
Negotiable Instrument : _ff'; itsorder dated July 15.

the banks are sending me notices,
demanding payment of dues.
They have declared my account
a non-performing asset (NPA).
Once I needed to take a loan but
could not borrow a penny be-
cause the bank spoiled my CIBIL
score. Now the banks are saying
thatIhavealiability of Rs 55 lakh
and will have to pay Rs 66,000
per month as EMI to clear the
dues. I don't even make that
much money every month, how
will I be able to repay this loan?”
said Sharma.

On the Supreme Court order,
he said, “Of course, the stay order
is a relief for buyers like us. But
our hope is that the court gives a
clear decision in this, which has
a clear roadmap to solve the
problems of this subvention

8 held for duping man of
Rs 91 L with promise of
higher returns in trading

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

AWHATSAPP group, a promise of
higher returns in stock and cryp-
tocurrency trading,and analleged
fraud of Rs 91 lakh — Delhi Police
has busted a gang and arrested
eight men, including a contractual
bank staff,ina case of cybercrime.

Hemant Tiwari, DCP,
Intelligence Fusion, and Strategic
Operations (IFSO) unit, said that
Sachin Bansal, the complainant,
alleged he was cheated of Rs 91
lakh on the pretext of providing
“handsome returns” in stocks and
crypto trading. “The complainant
was added to a WhatsApp group
wherein perpetrators were giving
stock recommendations, and
upon persuasion of the accused,
Bansal opened an account on a
website —www.yotemog.com —
and transferred Rs 91 lakh to 19
different accounts. After inquiry,
acase of criminal conspiracy was
lodged.”

During probe, the alleged ac-
counts were frozen. One of the
bankaccounts had abalance of Rs

BARAPULLAH OLD STONE BRIDGE

| Mughal-era bridge that lends its name to a busy flyover, key drain

DEEPIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

FROM A key flyover in South
Delhi to a drain notorious for
overflowing during monsoon,
making its way into people's
homes and shops this season,
Barapullah lends its names to
two iconic landmarks of the
Capital. But the original
Barapullah is not far from these
two: A 17th-century stone
bridge, it stands quietly under
the Barapullah flyover as a slug-
gish Barapullah drain passes un-
derneath.

Once a thoroughfare, it now
houses abustling and congested
Sabzi Mandi (vegetable market)
in Block D of Jangpura.

Educationist and reformer

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan describes
the bridge as “very beautifully
constructed and located four
miles south of Shahjahanabad
on the way to Faridabad near an
inn” in his book Asar-us-Sanadid
published in 1847.

The bridge is said to have

been built by Mihrban Agha, the
chief eunuch of the court of
Mughal Emperor Jahangir in
1611-12, according to Zafar
Hasan's book Monuments of
Delhi. The bridge is protected by
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI).

Commenting on its signifi-
cance, author and filmmaker
Sohail Hashmi tells The Indian
Express, “This must have been
animportant passage inits time
as it falls right in the area con-
necting Nizamuddin area to
Mathura.” On the history of the
drain, he says, “There used to be
around 10-12 streams flowing
from the Aravallis, carrying fresh
water to the Yamuna. These
would join behind Nizamuddin
and form the Barapullah drain.
Sadly, instead of fresh water, it
carries untreated sewage into
the river now.”

Congress leader and former
mayor Farhad Suri says the area
once used to house a canal built
by Sher Shah Suri who ruled
Delhi in the mid 16th Century.

“The bridge was later built to

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

46 lakhinit, said officials.

The accused have beenidenti-
fied as Ajay, Mohit, Shankar (con-
tractual bank employee),
Partyaksh Koshar, Manish Jawla,
Shrayance Pandit, and Dinesh,
who would open bank accounts
on fictitious addresses and sell
themto other cyber fraudsters, as
per officials.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
was investigating another case of
cyber fraud where they had iden-
tified one such account and sub-
sequently frozen it. The accused
allegedly sent an e-mail to the
bank manager,impersonating the
investigative officer of the IFSO
unit and asking him to immedi-
ately “de-freeze” the said account.

“During the investigation, all
suspected accounts involved in
the crime were frozen by the bank
on the directions of the police.
After analysis of bank accounts, it
was found that one of the ac-
counts, which was registered in
the name of Gaurav Trading, had
Rs 46 lakh as available balance,
and the same was immediately
seized,” DCP said.

(With inputs from PTI)

Abird’s eye view of the
bridge over the Barapullah
drain; (R) the sabzi mandi
with a 400-year-old pillar
seen in the background.
Abhinav Saha/Deepika Singh

ease travel from Agra, the then
Mughal capital, to Delhi which
the emperor used to frequent to
call on Humayun's tomb and
Nizamuddin Dargah,” he tells
The Indian Express. “In its time,
this was considered the most

15,000:

Approximate number of
buyers in Noida and Greater
Noida who are stuckin
subvention schemes, facing
notices from the banks
after builders defaulted
on payment of
EMIs.

Il The Supreme Court also
granted two weeks’ time to
builders/developers to file reply
affidavits, including details of
their assets, failing which, the
court said, it “shall be
constrained to take coercive
action to secure their presence.”

scheme.”

Like Sharma, 53-year-old
Rakesh Bhatia, a Delhi resident
and government employee, had
booked a flat in Greater Noida
west under a government
scheme - Aadarsh Awaas Yojna
— under Subvention Plan.
Around a year after the booking,
he got to know that the project
never existed and was scrapped
in absence of permission from
the authority.

"Ibooked this flatin2016 and
a loan of Rs 36 lakh was sanc-
tioned; around Rs 12 lakh was
disbursed to the builder. Though
it was a government scheme, it
was being developed by
Amrapali, which has now been
taken over by NBCC after the
builder went bankrupt. The proj-
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ect was to be developed in three
phases, but the builder sold the
flat for the fourth and fifth phase
also. My flat was in the fourth
phase and after around a year, we
got to know that the builder was
misleading us,” said Bhatia.

He further said, “The builders
had created this scheme to take
advantage of the helplessness of
the common man and with the
connivance of the banks, crores
of rupees were lost. Many a times,
people do not have enough
money to make the full payment
in one go. So in this scheme, the
buyers were in a position to save
some money and pay the EMI
and get the flat after three years.
But this is where we were
cheated...”

NEFOWA, a body of flat buy-
ers, said buyers in projects such
as Earth Infrastructure, Airwil,
Unibera, Amrapali, Unitech,
Jaypee, Rudra Builders etc. are
“victims of the irregularities” in
the Subvention scheme.

“This is one of the biggest
scams happening in broad day-
light in the name of buyers. The
banks, in collusion with builders,
have loaned crores of money
without due process and after
they (builders) ran away, buyers
are facing the brunt,” said
Abhishek Kumar, President of
NEFOWA.

“RBI guidelines have been
flouted at every step. This is a big
relief, the stay from the SC but
will the builders be prosecuted
for cheating the buyers and
banks as well? How can they go
against the agreement and de-
stroy the lives of thousands of
buyers?” he added.

— BRIEFLY —

Murder
accused held
after 12 years

New Delhi: A 51-year-old
murder accused and nar-
cotics smuggler, who was
on the run for the last 12
years, has been arrested
here, officials said on
Sunday. Mohammad
Umar was arrested on
July 16 for allegedly
killing his associate
Taslim in Delhi's Sonia
Vihar area in 2012 and
disfiguring his face by
pouring acid to hide his
identity, they said. He was
declared a proclaimed of-
fender onJuly 18,2013, by
acourtand areward of Rs
50,000 was announced
forinformation leading to
his arrest, the officials
said.

Womandies
afterfalling

from balcony

New Delhi: A 29-year-old
woman died after she fell
from the balcony of a
building in Dwarka, po-
lice said Sunday.The vic-
tim's father alleged her
husband pushed her
from the balcony of the
second floor in the
Kakrola area. "On the in-
tervening night of July 19
and 20, a call was re-
ceived at Dwarka North
police stationregarding a
woman falling from a
building. Staff found the
woman lying in a pool of
blood...” police said.
PTI

Revamp in store for Civil Lines to
Kashmere Gate Ring Road stretch

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

A KEY section of the Ring Road,
stretching from Civil Lines-
Metcalf Road to Kashmere Gate
ISBT, isall set to undergo arevamp,
officials said. Besides, beautifica-
tion of sidewalks on both sides of
the road would be carried out,
they added.

The stretch, which is about
4.5-kmlong, connects North Delhi
with Central Delhi starting from
Chandgi Ram Akhara to
Nigambodh Ghat, near Kashmere
Gate ISBT.

According to senior Public
Works Department (PWD) offi-
cials, the stretch is due for repair
and strengthening. “Itis one of the
key Ring Road stretches because
not only it connects North Delhi
with Central Delhi, italso connects
VIP routes such as CM house, L-G
house, Delhi University North
Campus, ISBT, Hanuman Temple
besidesITO, Pragati Maidan, Sarai
Kale Khan, and Mathura Road,”
said an official.

“Currently, the road has many
potholes and cracks. Besides, bi-
tuminous layers are peeling off

beautiful road in Delhi, lined by
trees on both sides. Like a boule-
vard....you can say.”

In her book The Forgotten
Cities of Delhi, author and histo-
rian Rana Safvi writes, “The orig-

REVAMP PLAN

M Main carriageways to
be relaid with new
bituminous layers.

M All potholes, cracks
and breaks along with
Central verges and
sideways to be repaired.

M Beautification of
sidewalks on both sides
of the road.

and thisadds to the already heav-
ily packed stretch... We have con-
ducted a thorough assessment of
this stretch with the assistance of
experts, following which it has
been decided torepairit..Once the
road is strengthened, it will be
helpful in reducing traffic jams
and giving a safe and smooth ride
tocommuters,” said another offi-
cial.

Officials said the revamp of the
stretch has got financial approval
from the PWD minister in March,
adding the project could not start
due to the implementation of
Model Code of Conduct ahead of
Lok Sabha polls.

inal bridge had 11 arches and the
name came fromits 12 (baarah)
pillars... It was made of lime
mortar and stone, and isnow an
unkempt market near the
Hazrat

“Now, tenders have been
floated. The bidding process and
work of award will take about one
month...Once the work is
awarded, the repair work will be-
ginby September,” said an official.

As part of repair and strength-
ening work, the main carriage-
ways of the stretch will be relaid
with new bituminous layers.
Besides, all the potholes, cracks
and breaks along with Central
verges and sideways will be re-
paired. Officials said the contrac-
tor which will be awarded the
work will also maintain the
stretch — bituminous work for
five years and thermoplastic
paints for two years. Besides, the
defect liability period of the work
will be for 12 months.

The stretch is used by more
than one lakh commuters using
vehicles suchas cars, bikes, trucks,
tempos and buses.

Besides, on Tuesdays, the
stretch is heavily packed espe-
cially during the evening hours as
large number of devoteesvisit the
Hanuman Temple.

Officials said this stretchis part
of the redevelopment of 60 key
roads being undertaken by the
PWD in three phases on priority.

towards functional heritage
structures once they lose their

purpose.”
He tells The Indian Express,
“Once upon a time, this bridge
was so impor-

Nizamuddin tant with a trib-
r.:ailway Str?_ ;J(tary . of
tion. The amuna flow-
bridge itself ing through it.
is in poor PIN CODE Now, it is sur-
condition...” 110001 rounded by

Hashmi neglect and ap-
says the athy. The bridge

bridge used to carry traffic on it
well into the 1980s before a slip-
way was built parallel to it to
ease congestion.

Now, around 400 years after
it was built, the bridge is home
to a market selling everything
under the sun - from fresh meat
to shoes to fruits and vegetables
to garments. When asked about
the historic bridge, most shop-
keepers draw a blank.

Rameen Khan, founder of
City Tales, which conducts her-
itage walks in Delhi, says
Barapullahis “the perfect exam-
ple of the apathy that we have

gives its name to the extremely
busy modern flyover. Lakhs use
itand stilldon't know how it got
its name while the defunct
Barapulla dies a slow death.”

As hawkers shout “bhindi,
taroi, lauki (okra, ridge gourd,
bottle gourd)” and patrons
nudge the butcher next door to
cut them a premium piece, the
bridge continues to serve as an
object of utility and conven-
ience, hosting a market catering
to dwellers of nearby slums as
well as upscale residents of
Jangpura and Nizamuddin
East.



Govt. of Haryana

¥ Information, Public Relations and Languages Department, Haryana (G e Fe - T L R Ty e e

JNdlalieapl coadeUl
Tl B

U o EE . ol [ B




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 22,2024

Parliamentary Proceedings”.

POST PROTOCOL

JANATA DAL (United ) working president Sanjay Kumar Jha on
Sunday criticised a Congress leader for “posting live updates” on
X from the all-party meeting held ahead of the Budget Session.
Jhasaid he wished the senior Congress leader had “respected the
sanctity of Parliamentary proceedings”. Jha didn’t name the
leader, but Congress MP Jairam Ramesh's poston Xat 11.51 am
highlighted some of the issues raised during the meeting. “...the
JD(U) leader demanded special category status for Bihar. The
YSRCP leader demanded special category status for Andhra
Pradesh. Strangely, the TDP leader kept quiet on the matter,”
the post read. Quoting Jha's post, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said, “This is unfortunate... Everyone must maintain
the sanctity, propriety and protocol of Parliamentary traditions”.
Taking a swipe atJha's post, Congress leader Pawan Khera said,
“There’s a difference between an All Party meeting and

DiGitaL RACE

AT AN industry event on digital health held earlier this week,
NITI Aayog member (health) DrV K Paul, while appreciating the
pace at which digital technologies are advancing in the country,
said that adoption of one of the government's flagship Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission has not kept pace in the private sector. Of
the 40 crore health records created on the platform so far, only
1.7 crore are from private players, said Dr Paul.

SESSION ‘CONCESSION’

AT SUNDAY'’S all-party meeting, some Opposition leaders raised
theissue of “decreasing number of Parliament sittings”. CPI(M)'s
Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas, in fact, claimed “a clever ploy was
being adopted” in drawing up the calendar for House sessions,
resultingin “reduced number” of sittings. Pointing out that the
Monsoon Session beginning Monday (july 22) is also sched-
uled to end on aMonday (August 12), Brittas argued that there
would be pressure on the MPs to end the session on Friday (
August 9)itself so they can avoid travelling to the national cap-
ital just for the first day of the week. The MP said this “trend”
was seen during some sessions of the 17th Lok Sabha too.

Congress dissolves
its Odisha unit in poll
setback aftermath

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 21

THE ALL India Congress
Committee (AICC) Sunday an-
nounced the complete dissolu-
tion of the Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee (OPCC).
Party president Mallikarjun
Kharge approved the proposal
for OPCC's dissolution, including
the removal of the state unit
president and all other office
bearers, AICC general secretary K
CVenugopal said in a statement.
The OPCC executive commit-
tee, district/block/mandal Cong-
ress committees, frontal organi-
sations, departments and cells will
be dissolved with immediate ef-
fect, the statement said, adding
current DCC presidents will serve
as acting presidents until new
DCC presidents are appointed.
The AICC move came amid
demands from a section of lead-
ers within the Congress in
Odisha for the resignation of
OPCC president Sarat Pattanayak

in light of the party’s poor per-
formance in Assembly and Lok
Sabha polls.

Even as Congress improved
its tally in the Assembly from just
nine seats in 2019 to 14 seats in
2024, the party’s vote share re-
duced to just 13.26%, which was
16.3% five years ago. In Lok Sabha
polls, the party managed to re-
tained its lone Koraput seat, and
its vote share reduced to 12.52%
against 14%in 2019.

Days after the results came,
OPCC chief was doused with ink,
allegedly by some “disgruntled”
Congress members, following
which the Congress expelled five
local workers.

Meanwhile, the AICCalso ap-
pointed three-time MLA Rama
Chandra Kadam, a tribal face, as
the leader of the Congress legis-
lature party (CLP) in state Ass-
embly. First-time MLA from
Basudevpur, Ashok Das, was ap-
pointed CLP deputy leader. Also,
two-time tribal legislator C S
Raazen Ekka was appointed the
party’s chief whip.

NITIREVIVES 15TH FINANCE COMMISSION'S PLAN

Govt considers 50,000 crore scheme to
incentivise states for agrlcultural reforms

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

ALMOST THREE years after the
Union government was forced to
repeal its three farm laws in Nov-
ember 2021, the Centre is con-
sidering a new scheme with an
outlay of Rs 50,000 crore to
incentivise states to adopt agri-
cultural reforms, The Indian
Express has learned.

The proposed scheme — once
finalised and approved — will al-
low states to avail central funding
toimplement farm sector reforms
related to agriculture marketing,
contract farming and land leasing.

It is learnt that the scheme
was mooted by NITI Aayog offi-
cials in a powerpoint presenta-
tion to the Prime Minister's
Office soon after the Lok Sabha
elections results were an-
nounced, giving the NDA a third
consecutive term. The presenta-
tion, titled “India’s Amrit Kaal:
Mobilising the nation to sustain
fast growth”, touched all sectors
of the economy.

The scheme is among the
ideas discussed by officials at the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare and NITI Aayog
as part of their efforts to identify
farm sector-related regulatory
and institutional reforms under
“transformative interventions”
being planned to roll out during
India’s 'Amrit Kaal',a 25-year pe-
riod from 2022 to 2047. The
other ideas include passing of
the long-pending Seed Bill, rais-
ing public investment in agricul-
ture to 5 per cent of Agriculture
GVA (Gross Value Addition).

According to sources, the pro-
posalis essentially arevival of the
ideamooted by the 15th Finance
Commission in its report for the
financial year 2020-21.In this re-
port, the Commission suggested
performance-based incentives
for implementation of agricul-
tural reforms by the states.

Under the Finance Commi-
ssion's proposal, states would
have been eligible for financial in-
centives if they enacted and im-
plemented all features of the
Model Agricultural Produce and

Scheme entails reforms
linked to marketing, contract
farming and land leasing

Livestock Marketing (Promotion
& Facilitation) Act issued by the
Agriculture Ministry in 2017, the
Model Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Contract Farming and
Services (Promotion & Facil-
itation) Act of 2018, and the Model
Agricultural Land Leasing Act,
2016 prepared by the NITI Aayog.

The above reforms were
identified for incentivisation by
the Commission since it was felt
they were necessary to liberalise
“agricultural markets, provide
for seamless trading, promote
competition and catalyse organ-
ised investment from the private
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sector for better growth in the
agriculture sector”.

However, after the Centre en-
acted the three farm laws to usher
in agricultural reforms in 2020,
the 15th Finance Commission
broadened its recommendations.
“It is pertinent to mention that
out of these three policy reforms
recommended by us, the Union
Government has passed two Acts
— (a) The Farmers Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act2020and (b) The
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services Act
2020. We feel that with these two
laws already in place, there is no
need for the Commission to in-
centivise States to adopt the
Model APLM Act and the Model
Contract Farming Act. However,
the Model Agricultural Land
Leasing Act still remains on our
agenda,” the Commission noted
inits report for 2021-26.

“After intense deliberations,
we have selected four areas and
parameters for performance-
based incentives covering poli-

cies, investments, development
initiatives and outcomes: i.land
lease reforms, ii. sustainable and
efficient water use in agriculture,
iii. export promotion, and iv. con-
tribution towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” it had said. “We recom-
mend that Rs 45,000 crore be
kept as performance-based in-
centives for all the States for car-
rying out agricultural reforms
during the award period.”

While the government had ac-
cepted the Commission’s other
recommendations, on grants to
states for specific sectors includ-
ing agricultural reforms, the
Department of Economic Affairs
said, “Government will give due
consideration to sectors identified
by the Commission while formu-
lating and implementing existing
and new Centrally Sponsored and
Central Sector Schemes.”

According to government
sources, the move to revive the
idea mooted by the 15th Finance
Commissionis significant as there
has been no progress on farm sec-
tor reforms since the three farm
laws were repealed.

Mamata says will give shelter if anyone

from Bangladesh knocks on our door

With Akhilesh in rally,
Bengal CM says NDA
govt ‘may fall any day’

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JULY 21

WITH OVER 100 people killed in
Bangladesh as protests against
job quotas convulse the neigh-
bouring country, West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee Sunday
said she would keep her state’s
doors open for “helpless people”
from the neighbouring country.

While maintaining caution
not to comment on “a different
country”, Banerjee said “we have
compassion and sympathy for
anyone whose blood is shed...”
and offered “shelter” to anyone
from Bangladesh if they “knock
on the door of Bengal”.

Sources in the Ministry of
External Affairs called the CM’s
comments “totally misplaced”.

“These are matters handled
by the Union Government. A
state government has no locus
standi on the issue and as such,
their comments are totally mis-
placed,” said a ministry official.

Speaking at the Martyrs’ Day
rally in Kolkata, Banerjee said: “I
will not comment on Bangl-
adesh. It is a different country.
Whatever there is to say, the
Indian government will say. Jodi
asohai manush banglar dorja
thokthokai, amra tader asroy debo
(But if helpless people knock on
the door of Bengal, we will shel-
ter them). There is a UN resolu-
tion that neighbouring areas can
help if someone is in trouble.
Earlier, when some people faced
problems in Assam, they took
shelter in Bengal.”

“I will ask everyone not to
comment on Bangladesh, not to
fall prey to instigations. We have
compassion and sympathy for
anyone whose blood is shed. We
are sad for those people,” she said.

She also said that her govern-
ment was ready to help in the
evacuation of Indian citizens stuck
in Bangladesh. “If there are rela-

Award will continue to have
Biju’s name, says Odisha CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 21

TWO DAYS after the Odisha’s
Sports Department decided to
rename the state’s highest sports
award - the Biju Patnaik Sports
Award - CM Mohan Charan
Majhi Sunday said the prize
would continue to be named af-
ter the former CIVL.

On July 19, the Sports Depart-
ment had issued a notification
renaming the Biju Patnaik Sports
Award as “Odisha Rajya Krida
Samman”.

“Icame to know about name
change of the Biju Patnaik Sports
Award from the media. No deci-
sion was taken about changing
the name of the sports award,”
Majhi said at state secretariat.

He said his government re-
spected legendary personalities

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi with BJD chief
Naveen Patnaik in Bhubaneswar on Sunday. P11

of Odisha,and the social and polit-
ical contributions of “Biju Babu”
would remainin the memories of
both the state and the country.
The Sports Department’s
move had led to criticism from
the Opposition BJD. Senior BJD

leader Arun Kumar Sahoo had ap-
pealed to BJP government to “re
frain” from taking such decisions.

“The government was forced
to reconsider its decision as it
likely realised that it could back-
fire,” a senior official said.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee and SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav at Martyrs’ Day rally in Kolkata on Sunday. Partha Paul

tives (of Indian citizens) in Bang-
ladesh. They may have gone there
to work or to study. We are ready
to help their return,” she said.
OnX, shelater wrote: “Hund-
reds of students and others are re-
turning to West Bengal/ India,
from the trouble-torn Bangla-
desh. I have asked our State ad-
ministration to render all help
and assistance to returnees. For
instance, around 300 students ar-
rived at Hilli border today and
most of them left for their respec-
tive destinations safely: 35 of
them, however, needed help and

Agartala: Even as the Supreme
Court of Bangladesh scaled back
the reservation quotain govern-
ment jobs, 314 Indian and Ne-
palese students returned to the
Indian territory via Srimantapur
and Akhaura Integrated Check
Posts (ICP) in Tripura Sunday.

Atotal of 693 students have
so far been evacuated from vi-
olence-hit Bangladesh.

A senior BSF official said
Sunday that of the 314 stu-

we provided them with basic
amenities and facilitation assis-
tance. United we stand!”.
Meanwhile, the BJP’s IT Cell
chief Amit Malviya posted on X:
“Who gave Mamata Banerjee
the authority to welcome any-
one in India? Immigration and
citizenship are exclusively in the
Center’s domain. The States have
no locus-standi. This is part of
I.N.D.I Alliance’s evil plan to set-
tle illegal Bangladeshis from
Bengal to Jharkhand, so that they
can win elections.”
WITHENS, NEW DELHI

314 students entered India;: BSF

dents, 152 entered India
through Akhaura ICP and 162
through Srimantapur ICP.

BSF Tripura Frontiers IG
Patel Piyush Purushottam Das
said, “The current law and or-
der situation in Bangladesh
due to anti-reservation protest
is having security challenges
and implications for BSF also as
Tripurais a bordering state cov-
ered on all sides by
Bangladesh.” ENS

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JULY 21

FLANKED BY SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee, while addressing the
Martyrs’ Day rally in Kolkata, tar-
geted the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment at the Centre, saying it will
not complete its five-year term
and might “fall any day”. Yadav
said the BJP government’s “fall”
would usher in “happy days”.
Launching an attack on the
NDA government, Yadav said,
“Yeh sarkar kutch din ke mehman
hain. Yeh Dilli ki sarkar chalnewali
nahi, gimewali hain (this govern-
ment is a guest of few days. This
government in Delhi won't fall,
it will fall)”.
Echoing Yadav, Banerjee said,
“I thank you. I want to congratu-
late Samajwadi Party. The game
you played in Uttar Pradesh... BJP
should have resigned, but it has
no shame. You will have to waita
few days.Iagree with you that the
Government in Delhi, which was
brought to power using central
agencies and the Election
Commission, is not stable. It may
fall any day. Enough is enough.”
Banerjee also attacked the
CPI(M) and the Congress. “We
fought against three parties. I
salute the people of this state.
The more we win, the softer we
need to become,” she said.
“Bengal is the soil of move-
ments. Gandhiji was born in
Gujarat but half of his life was
spent in Bengal. During British
rule, there were three places
where an independent govern-

ment was formed. One is
Bengal’s Tamralipta, the other
two are Balia (UP) and Satara of
Maharashtra. If Bengal was not
there, Independence would not
have been achieved... The BJP
can’t run movements. They can
only file PIL petitions. They used
to say we could eat 26,000 jobs
and we could eat 45,000 jobs.
They are trying to end OBC reser-
vation. But we will fight. We
have already filed an appeal to
the Supreme Court.”

However, throughout her ad-
dress, Banerjee stressed the need
for transparency in public life.
“Ami bittoban chai na, bibekbaan
chai (I don’t want the rich; [ want
morally strong people),” she said.

“Thank the people. Try to fin-
ishincomplete work. If you can’t,
inform the party. Don’t travel ina
car.If possible, walkin your area...
Itis better to roam on a scooter or
a bicycle,” she told her party’s
leaders and cadres.

Banerjee said: “Our party is
notonly a political organisation. It
isalsoasocial organisation. Today
you may have money. Tomorrow
you may not have it. But there is
no alternative to standing beside
people. If we get any complaints,
we will take action.. . Give respect
to women as well as SC, ST and
minority sisters and brothers.”

For several years now, Baner-
jee has used Martyrs’ Day rally
to set the TMC’s roadmap for the
next 12 months. “This year, the
main focus will be on the prepa-
rations for 2026 Assembly polls,”
said a senior TMCleader, adding,
“presence of Akhilesh and other
INDIA bloc leaders will be a good
advertisement for the party.”

Panchamasali Lingayats in Karnataka to
renew stir for 2A category reservation

NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE PANCHAMASALI Lingayats,
a dominant agrarian caste in
Karnataka, are on a warpath
again, demanding 2A category
reservation under the OBClist.

OnJuly 23,about 150 Pancha-
masali lawyers fromacross Karna-
taka will gather in Bengaluru to
exert pressure on the Siddara-
maiah government to argue in
favour of 2A category reservation,
which provides for better benefits
including higher quota share than
2D, the category under which
Panchamasalis currently fall.

A prominent seer of the
Panchamasali community, Jaya
Mruthyunjaya Swami of
Kudalasangama Peetha, has said
that Panchamasali MLAs of both

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Why state
can’tsnub
® theirdemand

EXPLAINED

THE PANCHAMSALIS are
an important voting bloc
in Karnataka, forming
about 80% of the politi-
cally powerful Lingayat
caste group. Two chief
ministers —B S
Yediyurappa and
Basavaraj Bommai —
were accused of not
heeding to the commu-
nity’s demand for 2A cat-
egorisation. Both faced
electoral debacle in the
state, with the BJP losing
to the Congress by a huge
margin in 2023.

the Congress and the BJP are in
favour of 2A category status. “All
the MLAs from both parties have
always been in favour of reserva-
tion for our community,” he said.
There are over 20 Panchamasali
MLAs in the Assembly.

“The MLAs of both the ruling
Congress and the BJP will raise
the issue in the Assembly,” a
Panchamasali Lingayat leader
told The Indian Express. From the
Congress, Vijayanand Kashapa-
navar will lead the demand and
the BJP’s Arvind Bellad will also
raise the issue, the leader said.

The Panchamasali Lingayats
have been demanding special
reservation for nearly a decade,
citing social backwardness of the
community. The former BJP gov-
ernment, which was in power in
Karnataka till last year, had given
them 2D category reservation af-

ter scrapping the quota for
Muslims. This was challenged in
the Karnataka HC, which di-
rected the government not to vi-
olate constitutionally provi-
sioned reservations.

As the matter is currently un-
der judicial review, the 150
Panchamasali lawyers have been
broughtin to fight for the commu-
nity, a Panchamsali leader said.
“Jaya Mruthyunjaya Swami has
passed the baton to the lawyersas
he thinks the matter will have to
be fought out in the Supreme
Court, if the government does not
relent,” a source said.

The Siddaramaiah camp is
confident of “resolving” the cri-
sis. Asked about the Pancha-
msalis’ demand, a Congress
leader said, “We are looking into
the reservation demand and will
soon take a call on this.”
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Uttarakhand may
consider giving
Agniveers quota
in govt depts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JULY 21

REITERATING ITS decision to pre-
pare a programme to employ
Agniveers, the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment Sunday said their plan
includes a proposal to give quota
to those who have completed four
years as Agniveer in the Army to
get recruited in Uttarakhand
Police and other government de-
partments of the state.

Preparations are also being
made to implement Skill Training
Scheme in the state, through wh-
ichretired Agniveers will be given
employment-related training, a
state government statement said.

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Sin-
gh Dhami has instructed officials
to prepare a proposal and if nec-
essary, it canalsobe broughtinthe
upcoming Assembly session.

“.. Dhami has said
Uttarakhand is a soldier-domi-
nated state. The youth here are
recruited in the Indian Army on
alarge scale. Therefore, the state
government will leave no stone
unturned in employing retired
soldiers after completing four
years of service in the Army,”
said the statement, adding that
the Sainik Welfare Department
has already started preparing a
proposal.

Earlier in the day, Dhami re-
called that in June 2022 itself he
had said that Agniveers will be
accommodated in state govern-
ment departments. If there is a
need to make a provision for
reservation for Agniveers, it will
be decided by the Cabinet.

‘Ban’ on govt
staff taking part
in RSS activities
removed: Cong,
BJP cite ‘order’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE CONGRESS Sunday cited a
purported government order is-
sued last week to claim that a
“ban” on participation of govern-
ment employees in the activities
of the RSS has been removed.

While the veracity of the pur-
ported government order, which
was posted on X by Congress
leaders, could not be ascertained
immediately, BJP’s IT cell chief
Amit Malviya also shared the scr-
eenshot of the order and said that
an “unconstitutional” directive is-
sued 58 years ago has been with-
drawn by the Modi government.

Congress general secretary
(Communications) Jairam
Ramesh shared an office mem-
orandum, dated July 9, issued by
the Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pension pertain-
ing to participation of govern-
ment servants in RSS activities.

“The undersigned is directed
to refer to the OM (office memo-
randum)..dated 30.11.1966, OM
No. 7/4/70-Est.(B) dated
25.071970 and OM No.
15014/3(S)/80- Estt. (B) dated
28.10.1980 on the above subject.
2.The aforesaid instructions have
been reviewed and it hasbeende-
cided to remove mention of Ras-
htriya Swayam Sewak Sangh
(R.S.S.S) from impugned OMs
dated 30.11.1966, 25.07.1970 and
28.10.1980,” the purported order
read.

Inapostalong with the picture
of the order,Ramesh said, “Sardar
Patel had banned RSSin February
1948 following Gandhiji’s assas-
sination. Subsequently, the ban
was withdrawn on assurances of
good behaviour. Even after this the
RSS never flew the Tiranga in
Nagpur.” In 1966, a ban was im-
posed - and rightly so-on govern-
ment employees taking part in
RSS activities, Ramesh said.

“After June 4th, 2024, rela-
tions between the self-anointed
non-biological PM and the RSS
have nosedived. On July 9, 2024,
the 58-year ban that was in force
even during Mr Vajpayee’s tenure
as PM was removed,” he said.

Tagging the order, Malviya
said, “The unconstitutional order
issued 58 years ago, in 1966, im-
posing a ban on Govt employees
taking partin activities of RSS has
been withdrawn by the Modi
Govt.” Sharinga screenshot of the
order, Congress' media and pub-
licity department head Pawan
Khera said 58 years ago, the cen-
tral government had imposed a
ban. The Modi government has
withdrawn it, he said.
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Duped into working as ‘cyber slaves’ in
Cambodia, how these Goans got away

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
RIBANDAR, PANAJI, JULY 21

ON A hot April day,a 26-year-old
ran over 2 km from the hotel
where he was holed up for two
months to the Indian Embassy in
Phnom Penh, the capital of
Cambodia, desperately hoping to
return to his home in South Goa.

In May, a 25-year-old, also
from South Goa, faked illness to
escape the compound, where he
had been forced to work in
Phnom Penh for nearly amonth,
and ended up at the Indian
Embassy there.

In March, The Indian Express
had reported how over 5,000
Indians were “trapped” in
Cambodia and forced to carry
out cryptocurrency frauds.
Government estimates at the
time said fraudsters had duped
people in India of over Rs 500
crore through such scams.

In Goa, after a directive from
Ministry of Home Affairs, the
state’s cyber-crime police sifted
through a list of Goans who had
“overstayed” their tourist visas
in South-East Asia countries
such as Thailand, Cambodia,
Myanmar and Laos and traced
three such “cyber slaves” who
had been lured by human traf-
fickers on the pretext of “lucra-
tive jobs” in Cambodia. The
Indian Express spoke to two “cy-
ber slaves” who have since re-
turned home to Goa about their
ordeal.

“I contemplated jumping off
a building on many occasions. [
cried daily...could not sleep. It
was like a prison,” the 26-year-
old says, recounting his trau-
matic stay in Cambodia.

Since returning, he has been
driving a cab for Rs 13,000 a
month — a far cry from the
promised monthly salary of

$700 (nearly Rs 60,000) for a
“data-entry job” abroad. Until
2023, he made Rs 10,000 per
month as a cement factory su-
pervisor. With his elder brother
suffering a spinal injury, the re-
sponsibility of being the family’s
breadwinner was thrust on him,
forcing him to look for a lucrative
job.

In January, a recruitment
agent “Lisa Fernandes” con-
tacted him via an acquaintance
fora“data-entry job” ata casino
in Thailand. She told him the
owners wanted to fill the posi-
tion “without an interview”.
Lodging costs and meals would
be borne by the company. He
and his friend, 28, boarded a
flight to Thailand on February 14
to start a new life.

With a return ticket and ho-
tel bookings provided by ‘Lisa’ —
partof the ruse to trickimmigra-
tion officers — they got an on-ar-
rival tourist visa at Bangkok air-
port. She reportedly told them
that their employer would get
them a work visa later. Picked up
by her associate from the air-
port, they stopped at a restau-
rant near the Thailand-

Hlustration:Suvajit Dey

Cambodia border. Another
“agent” — identified as “Aurora”
in police files — briefed them
about their “interview” and got
their passports stamped at the
Cambodia check-post for a “fee”
of $200 (around Rs 17,000).

“Aurora”, who said he was
from Sri Lanka, and the duo
walked into Cambodia. Having
never stepped out of Goa before
this, the 26-year-old says he
“had no idea we were in
Cambodia”. Then, “Aurora”
drove them for over four hours
to a compound, spread over 20
acres near the coast, for “a late-
night interview”.

On the way, he gave them
tips: “speak in English and do
not speak unless spoken to”. The
26-year-old says they failed the
interview — and another one
the next day — due to “lack of
fluency in spoken English”.
While his friend - feeling home-
sick and disillusioned, returned
home, he asked “Aurora” to keep
looking for a job.

On February 19, he cleared
an interview in Phnom Penh.
The job would pay $700 (around
Rs 60,000) per month, but there

Eight Indians trapped in Myanmar
job scam rescued, says embassy

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

EIGHT INDIAN citizens, victims
of job scam, who were stuck in
Myanmar's strife-torn Myawaddy
region, were rescued Saturday
and handed over to local authori-
ties, the Indian Embassy in Laos
said Sunday, adding that over the
last two days, 11 other Indian na-
tionals, were rescued.

“Eight Indian nationals, vic-
tims of a scam centre in Hpa Lu,
Myawaddy, were rescued and

handed over safely to Myanmar
police/immigration yesterday,”
the Embassy posted on X and
thanked Myanmar.

“Inthelasttwodays, 19Indian
nationals were rescued from scam
compounds in Myawaddy, of
which 11 victims were in Shwe Ko
Koand eightin HpaLu. Due tothe
ongoing armed conflict in the
area... we strongly advise all to
guard against their job offers,” it
said.

This comes almost a week af-
ter External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar had taken up the issue

14-hour work in I'T sector:
Employees’ union slams
Karnataka govt’s plans

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU, JULY 21

KARNATAKA STATE IT/ITeS
Employees' Union (KITU) has
urged the Siddaramaiah-led gov-
ernment to reconsider its re-
ported plans to extend the work-
ing hours of the IT/ITeS/BPO sector.

According to the union, the
government plans toincrease the
working hours to 14 hours a day.

The proposal to amend the
Karnataka Shops and
Commercial Establishment Act
in thisregard, was presentedina

recent meeting called by the
labour department with various
stakeholders in the industry, it
said in arelease.

Labour Minister Santosh Lad,
officials from the Department of
Labour and IT-BT Ministry at-
tended the meeting, in which
the representatives of the union
took part. The union strongly op-
posed the proposed amendment
which, it said, poses an “attack on
the basic right of any worker to
have a personal life.” The labour
minister agreed to have one
more round of discussion before
taking any decision, it added.

with his Myanmar counterpart U
Than Shwe on the sidelines of are-
treat session of the foreign minis-
ters of BIMSTEC member nations
in New Delhi.

Sunday, the Indian Embassy in
Yangon reiterated its advisory
against fraud job offers targeting
Indian citizens. The latest advisory
came onMay 31, which said there
has been an increase in the inci-
dents of Indian nationals falling
victim to the international crime

syndicates active in the
Myawaddy region on Myanmar-
Thailand border.

Phnom Penh: At least 14 Indian
citizens trappedinacybercrime
scam in Cambodia were res-
cued, the Indian Embassy said in
astatementonSaturday andin-
formed that they are working for
their expeditious return.

The Indian Embassy in col-
laboration with the authorities
got the 14 Indian citizens re-
leased and they are being looked

14 Indian victims of scam
rescued, says embassy

after by the Cambodianside, the
embassy said ina poston X.
The embassy provided spe-
cificleads to the Cambodian po-
lice leading to their rescue. The
rescued individuals are currently
being cared for by an NGO work-
ing in collaboration with
Cambodia’s Ministry of Social
Affairs, Veterans and Youth
Rehabilitation. PTI

was a rider — creating fake so-
cial media accounts to lure
Indians to invest in a cryptocur-
rency app.

During the few days he spent
in the compound, he saw “hun-
dreds” of Indians sitting in front of
desktops for “12-15 hours per
day” to get victims to invest up to
$1,000 daily. He says they were
trained in creating fake social me-
dia identities: using photos of
“good-looking women” from an
“ideal” Instagram profile — some-
one with 500-20,000 followers.
To appear “real”, they looked for
someone who posted photos of a
“routine life” — with family, com-
muting, drinking coffee, etc.

They were also given a script,
in Hindi and English, on initiat-
ing a chat with Indians on
Telegram and Facebook
Messenger. “Newcomers shad-
owed seniors for a week to refine
their chatting skills. During the
chats, they would casually men-
tion how investing in a trading
app had doubled their money,
making it possible for them to
buy a designer bag that day,”
says an investigator.

As soon as the targets in-

vested in the app or investment
fund, they would be “ghosted (all
communication stopped sud-
denly) or blocked”.

The 26-year-old says failure
to meet daily targets would re-
sult in solitary confinement,
physical assault, push-ups or
squatting for hours and delayed
food breaks. “During our shift,
the calling room would be
locked from outside. We could
not leave the building and
guards were stationed at all exit
points,” he says.

He reached out to his agent
in afew days, saying he wanted
to quit. The agent took him to
“Long Live Hotel” in Phnom
Penh, where he ended up stay-
ing for two months “with very
little cash”. The agent, he
claims, kept stalling his request
to get his passport back from
the company.

One April day, he simply ran
from the hotel to the Embassy,
where he was issued a white
passport (an emergency certifi-
cate for Indians whose pass-
ports have been lost, stolen or
damaged). FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Indian-origin man shot dead
in US, road rage suspected

Washington: A 29-year-old
newly wedded Indian-origin
man was shot dead in front of his
wife ina suspected road rage in-
cident in Indiana, police said.
The incident happened
when Gavin Dasaur was on his
way home with his Mexican
wife. Indianapolis Police
Department (IMPD) Officer
Amanda Hibschman said offi-
cers responded to a report just
after 8 pmon Tuesday last week
on Indy city's southeast side.
Arriving officers said they
found a man on the ground in
the middle of the road suffering

from at least one gunshot
wound.

“Iheld him as he bled out and
I was waiting for the ambu-
lance,” the victim's widow,
Viviana ZaMora said.

Dasaur, reported to be hail-
ing from Agra, and Viviana
ZaMora, had just got married on
June 29, a little over two weeks
before his death.

Witnesses told police the
shooting occurred over a road-
rage incident between the Chevy
driver and Dasaur, who was driv-
ing a black Honda, local WTHR
reports. PTI

Karnataka High Court admits ‘error’,
withdraws order on child pornography

ARNAV
CHANDRASHEKHAR
BENGALURU, JULY 21

THE KARNATAKA High Court has
withdrawn its earlier order that
stated that merely watching child
pornography would not consti-
tute an offence.

Asingle-judge bench of Justice
M Nagaprasanna withdrew the
original order, delivered by the
same bench on July 10, and al-
lowed proceedings under the IT
Actagainsta man whose phone’s
IP address was used for “access-
ing child pornography”.

The bench had earlier stated

s-f=ifdcr Jan

®] U.P. Project Corporation Ltd.

(1S0 9001:2015 Certified Company) Gomti Barrage, Left Bank, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow

WEH ST, ST WS Weieed I 10 1 3N ¥ S g e T ey SEE-26 07 2024 |
e HUNTE 02:00 T o et smEfe o omh ¥ e e g d-Ffa o B2 07 2024 6 ogates |
0500 &9 W 26072024 1 AUTE 0200 O OF TEN YOVl WIEW W9 e-procurement o dawmET |
http://etender up.nic.in | ETeTes, aers T @ "o & o Bfae f=re 26 07 2024 7 AN 0300 T9 |
TR & AT | Tied St g St A | '

]

w1 | FfEe EE = & AT wirma (w0 | Ffdgryrs | Sof
] AEHo) | TR
WIOTHOE0
wfea (w0 )
| 02/PCL/PM- 33/ | Construction of tollet block under scheme 3.41 Rs, 354000 | "E* & Upper
2024-25(1-3) | of PM. Shree for Rajkiya Inter Coflege at
Meerut, Distt, Meerut
2| Repainng and maintenance works of farmer 14.29 Rs, 2900.00 | "D"&Upper
hostel, Vivekanand hostel and Patel
hostel onthe old campur of SYPUA &T Maerut
3| | Repairing and maintenance worksofnew girls | 1463 | Rs,5900.00 | "D"&Upper
hostel onthe campus of SVPUA & T Meerut

AT Tl 18 |

fafaer & srefrae fawge faeso fawm & dawrge wwwupprojects.org U9 dreaivee q".rf'cff
http:/etender.up.nic.in T 9% Feeifiad fS=Te & SUome BT, 56 Hrere W wae qE-y, Thy = S daege 17 |
1 TS B, e § F1E w8 B wrd | s RitsErat 9 andfie S wm—gnn ge dgeEe

TRATAAT WG
SHIE—33 "

that since the man was only ac-
cused of watching the material as
opposed to publishing or trans-
mittingit, Section 67B of the IT Act
could not be applied.

The bench revisited the order
on Friday and noted that sub-
clause (b) of Section 67 of the IT
Act had been erroneously over-
looked. This sub-clause refers to
offenders who, “create text or dig-
ital images, collect, seek, browse,
download, advertise, promote, ex-
change or distribute material in
any electronic form depicting chil-
dren in obscene or indecent or
sexually explicit manner”.

The bench observed that
judges were alsonotinfallible,and

recalled its previous order quash-
ing the criminal proceedings.

Reading out the order, Justice
Nagaprasanna said, “We judges
are also humans. Infallibility is
not known to humanity...
Therefore, to perpetuate this er-
ror after coming to know that
there is folly in the order is no
heroism... | deem it appropriate
toanswer the judicial conscience
and am compelled to recall the
order dated 10th July and permit
further investigation to go on
against the petitioner.”

The bench rejected the argu-
mentof the accused’s counsel that
the court could not recallits order
due to Section 362 of the CrPC.

World needs to see India
without prejudice: PM

DIVYAA

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
UNDERLINING THE significance
of India’s heritage as not just “iti-
haas (history) but also vigyaan
(science)”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Sunday said in or-
der to know India, thereisaneed
for “or a mind free of pre-con-
ceived notions”.

He was talking about the re-
cent archaeological findings in
Uttar Pradesh’s Sinauli, where the
remains of a4000-year-old horse
drawn carriage were discovered
by the Archaeological Survey of
India, corresponding to Vedic pe-
riod, rather than the Indus Valley
civilisation.

“Jaisejaise naye tathya saamne
aa rahe hain, jaise jaise itihaas are
vaigyanik verification ho raha hau,
humein ateet ko dekhne ke naye
drishtikon viksit karne pad rahe
hain (as new facts are coming to
light, as history is getting scientif-
ically and technologically verified,
we have to develop new perspec-
tives to see history),” the Prime
Minister said, addressing the
gathering at the opening of the
46th session of the World
Heritage Committee (WHC) at
the Bharat Mandapam here.

While the Western scholars
proposed that chariots and
weapons came to India with the
Aryan invasion, ASI says the
Sinauli excavation shows evi-
dence of burials of warriors,
weapons and chariots which is

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with UNESCO Director
General Audrey Azoulay at the opening of 46th Session of
the World Heritage Committee at Bharat Mandapam. P11

indigenous in nature.

Talking about the discovery of
the 4000-year-old horse-driven
chariot, the PM said, “Such discov-
eries stress that in order to know
India, there is a need for preju-
dice-free new concepts.”

The World Heritage
Committee meets annually and
is responsible for managing all
matters on World Heritage and
deciding on sites to be inscribed
on the World Heritage list. India
is hosting the WHC Meeting for
the first time.

Referring to the artifacts re-
turned from abroad the Prime
Minister mentioned that more
than 350 heritage items have
been brought back in recent
times. “This return of ancient her-
itage artifactsisa display of global

Sharad Pawar biggest
‘sargana’ of graft in

Indian politics: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 21

SOUNDING THE poll bugle for the
upcoming Assembly elections in
Maharashtra, Union Home
Minister and BJP leader Amit Shah
Sunday alleged that NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar has “institution-
alised corruption” in the country.

Addressing the two-day BJP
workers’ conclave in Pune Shah
said, “If there is any biggest ‘sar-
gana (leader)’ of corruption in
Indian politics, it is Sharad Pawar.
There is no confusion in my mind
about this. I am saying it openly
that Pawar has institutionalised
corruption in the country.”

Training his guns at MVA
leaders, Shah dubbed Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray
“the head of the Aurangzeb fan
club” who was sitting with peo-
ple who sought pardon for 1993
Mumbai serial blasts convict
Yakub Memon.

Inhis first visit to Maharashtra
after Lok Sabha polls in which the
BJP faced setback in the state,
Shahurged the workers not to be
disappointed and asked them to
ensure that party comes back to
power in Maharashtra.

The BJPwhich fought the polls
under the Mahayuti alliance won
just nine of the 28 seats it con-
tested.

The Union minister further
said that whenever the BJP came
to power in the state, the
Maratha community was given
reservation. He claimed that the
state had made progress under
the Mahayuti rule and during
2014-2019 when the BJP-led
coalition was in power.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah at the BJP conclave in
Pune on Sunday. Pavan Khengre

Shahalso slammed the Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi saying that he s celebrat-
ing hisloss.

“A student who always stood
firstand got 80 per cent decided
to aim for 90 per cent (in the ex-
ams)while another student who
failed four times in the class de-
cided to aim for 30 per cent in-
stead of his 20 per cent. The re-
sults showed that the student
who had aimed for 90 per cent
got 85 per cent, while the other
student got 25 per cent,” he said
in an apparent reference to per-
formance of Congress and BJPin
the Lok Sabha polls.

The NCP (SP) hit back, saying
it is the BJP which has “legit-
imised” corruption by incorporat-
ing tainted leaders in the saffron
fold. “They accuse political lead-
ers of corruption, and then once
those who they accuse join BJP,
they are all given a clean chit. This
is the BJP's washing machine
process of legitimising corrup-
tion,” NCP(Sharadchandra Pawar)
national spokesperson Clyde
Crastostated. WITHPTIINPUTS

generosity and respect for his-
tory,” he said. He also pointed out
the growing research and tourism
opportunities in the field as the
technology progresses.

On Delhi hosting of he global
meet, Modi said one can find her-
itage and history at every step of
the way. He cited the example of
the 2000-year-old Iron Pillar
which has been rust-resistantand
gives a glimpse of India’s metal-
lurgical prowess in the past.

Union Minister for External
Affairs S Jaishankar, Union
Minister for Culture and Tourism
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Director General of UNESCO Ms
Audrey Azoulay and Chairperson
of World Heritage Committee
Vishal Sharma were present on
the occasion.

Ajit says NCP to
g0 solo in civic
body elections

Maharashtra
Deputy CM
\‘ Ajit Pawar

AJAY JADHAV
PUNE, JULY 21

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister and NCP
chief Ajit Pawar on Sunday said
that his party will contest the
civic body elections in the state
independently.

“We contested Lok Sabha
elections in alliance and will be
contesting Assembly polls in al-
liance.I want to declare the party
will be contesting civic elections
independently,” Pawar said, ad-
dressing the Pune unit of NCP.

The NCP will contest civic
elections on its strength, so the
local leaders and cadre should
work to strengthen the party in
their respective areas, he said.

This comes after a section of
local leaders of NCP in Pimpri
Chinchwad left and joined the
Sharad Pawar camp.

The schedule for elections to
local bodies is not yet finalised.

After his party’s poor per-
formance in Lok Sabha elections,
Ajit Pawar is facing the challenge
to prove political mettle in forth-
coming Assembly elections.

Pawar said some local lead-
ers in Pimpri Chinchwad left
“but most of the party cadre have
continued to be with the NCP”.

NCP’s Pune unit chief Deepak
Mankar denied speculations of
local leaders leaving the party.

He also said that there will be
more development in the state
when the same alliance is ruling
in the state and Centre.

Why ‘Bhil Pradesh’ demand is back in Rajasthan

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, JULY 21

THE DEMAND of the Bhil tribal
community for a separate state is
gaining momentuminRajasthan.
OnJuly 18, many members of the
Bhil community gathered for a
“maha sammelan” at Mangarh
DhaminBanswara, a tribal-dom-
inated district, and raised the de-
mand for a separate state of “Bhil
Pradesh” by carving out 49 dis-
tricts from four states.

The demand for Bhil Pradesh
has been frequently raised by
tribal leaders over the years, and
the Bharat Adivasi Party (BAP),
formed last year as a breakaway
faction of the Bharatiya Tribal
Party (BTP), has been buoyed by
its performance in the recent Lok
Sabha polls to champion it with
renewed vigour.

The BAP, which was founded
by first-time MP from Banswara
Rajkumar Roat, had included the
demand for Bhil Pradeshinits Lok
Sabha poll manifesto and said it
would be the party’s focus after

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

the elections. Roat had also called
for the meeting of the community
at Mangarh Dham.

According to the BAP, the pro-
posed Bhil Pradesh would cover
49 districts across four contiguous
states including Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Maharashtra. This would involve
12 districts from Rajasthan.

As per Census 2011, there are
1.7 crore Bhils across the country.

cultures and languages, then why
not Bhil Pradesh? Moreover, it is
not correct to say that the newly
created state will be just for Bhils.
At the gathering organised on July
18, there were Rajput, Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe and
Muslim community leaders sup-
porting our cause,” Roat told The
Indian Express.

According to Roat and other
BAP leaders, the demand for Bhil

Their largest con- Pradesh datesback
centration is in to 1913. The BTP
Madhya Pradesh at *_*J leaders claim that
about 60 lakh, fol- Govind Giri
lowed by 42 lakhin Banjara, a tribal ac-
Gujarat, 41 lakh in DEC ODE tivist and social re-
Fa}jﬁsthan and26 | POLITICS formgr,cl first Bdhe—l
ak in manded a Bhi

Maharashtra. statein 1913 when

When asked about the ne-  hemobilised a gathering of thou-

cessity for a separate Bhil
Pradesh, Roat said the demand
is based on the geography, cul-
ture and language.

“If you talk to people in
Dungarpur or in Nashik, we all
speak Bhiliand have a similar cul-
ture. If Gujarat and Maharashtra
can be carved out due to similar

sands of tribals at Mangarh Hill.
On November 17, 1913, around
1,500 tribals were massacred by
the British for their rebellion.
Roat said his party was just fol-
lowing the footsteps of their an-
cestors. “Govindji Maharaj de-
manded a separate Bhil state, so
that the exploitation of tribals,

which has been going on for so
long, will end. The British govern-
mentevendrafted amap forasep-
arate Bhil state in the 1900s, which
is proof this is not a newly created
demand but that we are fightinga
battle for our existence,” he said.

Sources in the Congress say
the party has always supported
the Bhil Pradesh demand asit has
a strong presence in tribal belts.
However, since the rise of the BTP
and the BAP, the Congress has
backed down over the issue and
decided not to vocally support it.

The demand for a separate
Bhil state was raised in the
Rajasthan  Assembly last
Thursday. Thawarchand Meena,
the BAP MLA from Dhariawad,
said, “Today, when I am speaking
in the House, 10 lakh tribals from
four states are attending the maha
sammelan at Mangarh Dham. We
tribals have been divided into
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan. Our lan-
guage, culture, customs are the
same, then why can’'t we together
form a Bhil state?”

The BAP leaders have even

said that they do not consider
themselves Hindus. Two weeks
ago, state Education Minister
Madan Dilawar had asked the
tribal leaders to take a DNA test if
they do not consider themselves
Hindus. Dilawar later apologised
in the Assembly after protests by
the BAP leaders. Both BAP MLAs
wore ‘Bhil Pradesh’ T-shirts dur-
ing the Assembly session.

Samaram Garasiya, the BJP’s
tribal MLA from Sirohi district’s
Pindwara-Abu seat, said tribals
who do not consider themselves
Hindus do not have the right to
reservation. “Tribals convert to
Christianity. If they are not Hindus,
then why are they taking advan-
tage of reservation? Such people
are notentitled to take advantage
of the schemes run for the tribal
areas. We do not support a state
made on the basis of one commu-
nity,” he said.

On]July 18, Roat and other BAP
leaders acknowledged that their
demand for a separate state would
not be fulfilled soon, but they
would continue their struggle to
keep the movement alive.
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Truck dumps
gravel on 2 MP
women; Cong
targets govt, CM
says accused held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JULY 21

TWO WOMEN protesting the
construction of aroad ataMadhya
Pradesh village were nearly
buried alive when gravel was
dumped on them from adumper
truck, police said.

The incident took place in
Hinauta, in Rewa district. The
women, MamtaPandey and Asha
Pandey, were buried up to their
waist and neck respectively in
gravel before being rescued by lo-
cal residents. One of the women
had lost consciousness and re-
quired medical attention.

The driver of the dumper
truck, Vipin Pandey, has been ar-
rested and the vehicle has been
seized by police. The women
were protesting the construction
of a road that they claimed was
coming upintheirleasedland. As
the opposition Congress targeted
the BJP-ruled state government,
raising questions over thelawand
order situation in MP after the in-
cident, Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said women's safety has
been a top priority of his govern-
ment. Police took swift actionand
arrested one of the three accused,
the CM said. MP Congress chief
JituPatwari said the Rewaincident
has once again raised serious
questions about women's safety
under the BJP-ruled government
as MP “ranks first in atrocities
against women”. He claimed the
MP government has repeatedly
failed to stop crimes against
wome. (WITHPTIINPUTS)

India comes
4th at Maths
Olympiad, PM
lauds team

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 21

IN ITS best performance since
1989 when the International
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO)
began, the Indian team created
history in the event held at Bath,
United Kingdom, earlier this
month with four gold medals, a
silver medal and an honourable
mention.

The team was led by Professor
Krishnan Sivasubramanian of the
Department of Mathematics, IIT-
Bombay. It had AdhityaMangudy
Venkata Ganesh from Pune and
Rushil Mathur from Mumbai,
Ananda Bhaduri from Guwahati,
Assam, and Kanav Talwar from
Noida, Uttar Pradesh — all who
won gold medals. Arjun Gupta
from Delhi won silver medal and
Siddharth Choppara from Pune
won honourable mention.

The team’srankis4 out of 108
participating countries. Before
this, the team recorded its best
performance withrank 7 in 2001
and 1998. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi congratulated the
teamviaa poston X, appreciating
their remarkable achievement.

India’s total score at the
Olympiad is 167, which is only a
mark behind South Korea which
ranked third.

As student numbers dip, Kota’s 1

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
KOTA, JULY 21

AROUND 17 km from the hubbub
of Kota, where lakhs of JEE and
NEET aspirants spend years in
hope of walking the corridors of
India’s top engineering and med-
ical institutes, a Rs 1,500-crore
luxury hostel project in the
Rajasthan city has started resem-
bling a ghost town.

‘To-Let’ and ‘For Sale’ posters
dot the nearly 300 buildings to-
day, which sprang up in Coral
Park on Baran Road over the past
five years in response to plans to
move Kota’s numerous coaching
institutes to this government-al-
lotted education zone.

Since January this year, in-
vestors of the ambitious Coral
Park have been feeling the pinch
due toa30-40%dip inadmissions
in Kota, which is usually home to
over 2 lakh JEE and NEET aspi-
rants annually. ALLEN Career
Institute in Kota, which had
1,25,000 students last year, says it
has just 82,000 students this time,
while Resonance Kota has 7,000
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After ‘love jihad’ claims unravel, familiesin  F|R filed against

Uttarakhand town grapple

‘We act like we've
forgotten and
moved on’

AVANEESH MISHRA
PUROLA, JULY 21

ONTHE surface, life seems to have
returned to normal in the small
town of Purola, nestled among the
hills in Uttarakhand’s Uttarkashi
district, after the chaos it wit-
nessed last year. Familiar faces
were back in the market, which
bustled with activity — a stark
contrast to the agitations and
shuttered shops seen last year.

Beneath the surface, however,
there were deep, unhealed
wounds for dozens of families
who, despite having lived and
done business in the town for
decades, had to flee as “anti-out-
sider” sentiment boiled over last
year in the aftermath of a single
allegation that could not be sub-
stantiated in court.

On May 26 last year, a com-
plaint by a 14-year-old girl’s ma-
ternal uncle accused two young
men, Ubaid Khan (25) and
Jitendra Saini (24), of attempting
to abduct his niece. This accusa-
tion sparked a wave of unrest in
Purola, as allegations of “love ji-
had” ignited tensions.

Protest rallies held by right-

-

At the market area in Purola in Uttarkashi district. Express

wing groups, local traders union,
and some residents called for ac-
tion against the accused and de-
manded verification processes of
those they deemed “outsiders”.
Posters appeared overnight,
threatening Muslim traders with
dire consequences if they did not
shut down their shops. The case,
however, fell apart in court. The
girl’'s uncle admitted that his com-
plaint was based solely on what
he had been told by a neighbour,
Ashish Chunar. Chunar, who had
claimed to be an eyewitness,
failed to identify the accused in
court and confessed he did not
know if they were taking the girl
somewhere. Ubaid and Jitendra
were acquitted.

The damage done to the rela-
tionship between communitiesin
the town was harder to undo. A
Muslim shopkeeper recounted

Shirur landslide: Army,
Navy roped in for rescue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JULY 21

IN A bid to rescue three persons
caughtinalandslide along NH-66
at Shirur, the Karnataka govern-
ment has roped in the Army and
Navy. The incident took place in
Uttara Kannada district onJuly 16.
The soldiers have been calledinto
scan the waters nearby for possi-
ble traces of the missing people.
According to the government,
10 people were caught in the land-
slide and bodies of seven — five
from the same family — were re-
covered by Saturday. The rescue
operations, which entered its sixth
day, continue to be hampered by
the spell of very heavy rainfall.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
who visited the spot Sunday, said
that the state government would
petition the Centre to initiate ac-
tion against those responsible for

CM Pushkar Singh Dhami with his mother. Express
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- . ‘Highway works

.- = unscientific’;
CM seeks

action

et

the unscientific highway works
that caused the accident.

A total of 44 Army personnel
joined the rescue operations on
Sunday, adding to the force of 44
State Disaster Response Force and
24 NDRF personnel at the land-
slide site. Multiple earth movers
are deployed to clear the debris
piled atop the highway stretch.

Among the three missing per-
sons, one is identified as Arjun
from Kerala. He was alorry driver.
Both Arjun and his vehicle remain
untraced.

Of the sevenbodies traced, the
five from the same family ran a
small hotel along the stretch of the
accident.

LN |

admissions this year, against last
year’s 8,800.

Around 4,000 hostels or “res-
idencies” and 40,000 paying
guests (PGs)in Kota are depend-
ent on these aspirants for their
livelihood. In fact, almost every
residential property here has
been converted to a rental ac-
commodation charging about Rs
7,000 per student per month, in-
cluding food.

Realtor Sunil Aggarwal, the
president of Coral Park Society
and owner of two hostels, in-
cluding one in Coral Park, says
his monthly income has dipped
from around Rs 3 lakh to Rs
30,000 this year.

When coaching institutes like
ALLEN and Physics Wallah first
opened shop on Baran Road
around 2019, he says there were
no hostels in the area. After mul-
tiple meetings, investors decided
to build 300 luxury hostel build-
ings in Coral Park.

Spread over 68 bigha, most
buildings are owned by a single
owner and have 40-70 rental
units (a room and an attached
washroom) each. On the ground

floor is a common dining room.
The rent, locals say, varies de-
pending on the facilities — AC,
bigger room, balcony, television,
a kitchenette — availed.
Designed solely for coaching as-
pirants, Aggarwal says only
8,000 0f 22,000 rooms are occu-
pied at present.

As per 2023 official estimates,
Kota’s coaching industry and its
ancillary businesses were worth
nearly Rs 12,000 crore. On an av-
erage, a student pays about
Rs 1 lakh annually as coaching fee
in Kota, besides boarding and
lodging expenses.

Even shopkeepers at Coral
Park have been affected. Sitting in
front of their shops, Manoj Singh
and Rajesh Saini say they open at
9 am each day, but usually make
their first sale only by evening.
They say they had decided torent
shops in this “up-and-coming
area” in 2019.

“Back then, shop rentals here
were around Rs 30,000. Since
January, most owners have cut
the rent in half. Hostels charging
Rs 15,000 per room earlier are
now renting them for just Rs

how theincident forced nearly all
of the town’s 40 Muslim families
to flee. While most returned after
several months, seven-eight fam-
ilies chose toleave Purola for good.

“While everything appears to
be the same as before, on the in-
side, we can sense a new dislike
towards us. When all that was
happening last year, my kids
asked why the others were abus-
ing us. I did not have an answer
then,Ido not have ananswer now.
Those same people who ignited
all this come to my shop now and
act like nothing ever happened.
Wealso act like we have forgotten
everything and moved on,” said
the shopkeeper.

During last year’s unrest, the
flex boards displaying his shop
name were removed. He has not
reinstalled the board. His family
had come to Purola in 1978 from

Bijnor,and his shop was one of the
firstfewinthe area, he said. Three
generations of his family lived
here. “This is my birthplace. I stud-
ied in the local Saraswati Shishu
Mandir. Most of my friends here
are Hindus. I never felt like an out-
sider... But an incident, that too
anentirely fake incident, changed
our lives.Now, I do not feel like liv-
ing here anymore. I feel suffo-
cated. I have started thinking
about leaving town,” he said.

Sitting alone at his tailoring
shop, 30-year-old Shahnawazalso
recounted how his family wasim-
pacted. They had purchased their
own house in the Purola market
area in 2004, a place that his fa-
ther had rented since 1992.
Shahnawaz used to live there with
his elder brother and his mother.
But after the incident last year, he
sold the house. “This place broke
my mother’s heart, and she was
too scared to live here. This is why
she and my brother, Shahid, left
for Vikas Nagar (a Muslim-major-
ity locality) in Dehradun. I stayed
here to continue my tailoring
business,” said Shahnawaz. His
business has also been hit. “We are
rarely greeted by others. My busi-
ness has also gone down by
around 50%,” he said.

The Muslim manwho used to
run a readymade garment shop
below Shahnawaz’s tailor shop
has shut down his business per-
manently and left town. Another
garment shop, which belonged to

one Saleem Ahmad and was
named after his father Shakeel
Ahmad, has been renamed
“Raghunath Garments” under
new ownership.

In the complaint, the uncle of
the 14-year-old girl had alleged
that on May 26 last year, Ubaid
Khan and Jitendra Saini had lured
her to a shop at Kumola Road and
was preparing to take heraway on
the promise of marriage when
Ashish Chunar, the “eyewitness”,
intervened and foiled the plan.

However, Chunar told The
Indian Express that while he saw
two men with the girl and as-
sumed that they were abducting
her, he had never named Ubaid
and Jitendra. According to the
court order of May 10 acquitting
the twomen, the girl had testified
that she had gone to the market
to get a kurti stitched and asked
the two men where the tailor’s
shop was and requested them to
take her there. From there, Chunar
came and took her away, she said,
adding, “The accused were not
taking me anywhere. Rather, they
were going with me to the tailor’s
shop whenlasked.”

Chunar said, “After the acquit-
tal of the accused, my father
scolded me, thinking thatI created
unnecessary trouble for two inno-
cent men... However, after court
order came, they (the two ac-
cused) thanked me for my state-
ment (in which the two were not
identified, leading to acquittal).”

3 dead, 8 hurt in Kedarnath landslide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JULY 21

ATLEAST three people were killed
and eight injured on the
Kedarnath yatra route in
Uttarakhand’s Rudraprayag dis-
trict after a landslide hit the area
on Sunday morning,.

According to the information
provided by the SDREF, the land-
slide occurred near Chirbasa
when the pilgrims were travel-
ling on foot to reach the
Kedarnath temple from
Gaurikund. The deceased were
identified as Maharashtra na-
tives Kishore Arun Parate, 31,
from Nagpur; Sunil Mahadev
Kale, 24, from Jalna; and Anurag
Bisht, 22, from Rudraprayag.

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami offered condolences to
the families of the deceased.
“Relief and rescue work is going
on at the site, | am constantly in
touch with the officials,” he said.

Plant a tree in

mother’s name;
CM'’s festival call

Dehradun: On the occasion of
Guru Purnima, Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
participated in a program in
Dehradun with his mother and
planted trees under the ‘Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam'. the Chief Minister
also urged people to plant trees.
Alarge number of X users made
posts backing Dhami’s appeal, af-
ter which #Join
EkPedMaaKeNaam started trend-
ingonX. ENS

Rescue operation underway at the landslide site on
Kedarnath trekking route in Rudraprayag on Sunday. P11

Punjab man gets 70 years
in jail for three murders

JAGDEEP SINGH DEEP
MOHALI, ROPAR, JULY 21

A COURT in Punjab has sen-
tenced a man to 70 years in jail
for three murders and an at-
tempt to murder.

The district and sessions
court in Rupnagar (Ropar)
handed out three life terms to
the convict in a triple murder
case.

The court also awarded him

Designed solely to meet the residential needs of coaching
aspirants, only 8,000 of 22,000 rooms in Coral Park are
occupied at present. Parul Kulshrestha

3,000. We will vacate our shops
soon if the situation remains the
same,” says Singh.

Blaming coaching centres, so-
ciety president Aggarwal says,
“Their owners are investing in
centres in other states instead of
helping us. We will go bankrupt

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

if students stop coming to Kota.”

District Collector Ravindra
Goswami says a decline in stu-
dents has impacted the city’s
economy. “Nearly 70% of the city’s
economy is dependent on coach-
ing. Teachers, maids, shopkeep-
ers, labourers — almost everyone

10-year jail for attempt to mur-
der. The convict will have to un-
dergo a total of 70 years in jail as
the court ordered that all sen-
tences will run consecutively.
The court of Rupnagar
Sessions Judge Ramesh Kumari
convicted Alam, a resident of
Morinda town, onJuly 20.On the
intervening night of June 3 and
4,2020, the convict, Alam, had
murdered his wife Kajal, sister-
in-law Jaspreet Kaur and
nephew Sahil with an axe.

here is somehow dependent on
the coaching industry. We are
hopeful that things willimprove,”
he told The Indian Express.

Even small business owners
are suffering. While a retail sta-
tionery shop owner says his busi-
ness has been operating at barely
“30%” since January,a wholesaler
said his sales had dropped to “just
50%".

The situation is equally bleak
in the nearly 500 messes in Kota,
where students can grab a meal
forRs 100.Lata Verma,acookata
mess in Jawahar Nagar, says four
of her colleagues were fired due
to lower student turnout, while
Kamala Devi, a house help, says
most domestic helps, cooks and
over 40,000 others in the unor-
ganised sector are scared of being
out of work by next year. Inmany
hostels, owners have fired war-
dens and cooks due to low occu-
pancies.

Naveen Mittal, president,
Hostel Association of Kota, says
the decline in student numbers
was “evident” from February this
year. “By February, we would get
about 20 calls a day enquiring

with new normal CEQ of firm for

‘molesting’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 21

THE BIDHANNAGAR Police in
West Bengal Sunday registered
an FIR against a top executive of
a firm with links to Naveen
Jindal-promoted entities for al-
legedly molestinga womanona
flight from Kolkata to Abu Dhabi
on July 16.

“We have received a com-
plaint via email. On the basis of
the email, an investigation has
been initiated... The email is be-
ing treated as the FIR
Aishwarya Sagar, DC (Airport
Division) of Bidhannagar City
Police told The Indian Express,
adding, “We have assured the
woman of a thorough investiga-
tion.”

The investigators will speak
with the woman through video
conference on Monday, sources
said. The accused is most likely
to be summoned soon, they
added.

The case has been filed under
BNS sections 74 (assault or use of
criminal force with intent to out-
rage modesty), 75 (uttering
words or making gestures or ex-
hibiting any object in any form
insulting the modesty of a

woman on flight

woman)and 79 (modesty of any
woman, utters any words,
makes any sound or gesture, or
exhibits any object in any form).

The 28-year-old woman,
whose social media profile de-
scribes her as the co-chair of the
India Conference at Harvard,
identified the accused as Dinesh
Kumar Saraogi, the CEO of
Oman-based Vulcan Green Steel.

In her social media posts, the
woman had written that after
asking if she likes to watch
movies, the accused allegedly
“whipped out his phone and ear-
phones to show me porn” and
“he started groping me”.

The executive has been
placed on administrative leave
by the Jindal Group, which has
alsoinitiated a third-party inves-
tigation into the matter.

Onits website, Vulcan Green
Steel calls itself a sister company
to Jindal Shadeed Iron & Steel
LLC, an Oman-based firm con-
trolled by key management per-
sonnel of Jindal Steel and Power
Ltd (JSPL).

Saraogi stepped down as an
executive director of JSPL’s board
in March 2023, according to
company reports. He was also
the CEO of the company’s steel
business until he stepped down.

Amroha, Alwar, Nadia:
3 goods trains derail
in 24 hours, no casualty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEERUT JULY 21

ONE AFTER another, three goods
trains derailed in three different
states — Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan
and West Bengal — between
Saturday and Sunday evening. No
casualty was reported in any of
the incidents.

The firstincident was reported
near Amroha railway station in
Uttar Pradesh, where nine wag-
ons of a goods train derailed late
Saturday evening, bringing move-
ments on both up and down
tracks on the Lucknow-Delhi sec-
tion to a standstill.

Routes for at least 28 passen-
ger trains were redirected and ap-
proximately six local and passen-
ger trains were cancelled. Normal
rail traffic on the route resumed
by Sunday afternoon.

“Nine wagons of a goods train
which was on its way to
Ghaziabad from Gonda in Uttar
Pradeshderailed near the Amroha
railway station on the Moradabad
section. The drivers, Igbal and
Amit, got command of the goods
train from Moradabad and they
said there was a sudden slumpin
the pressure in the locomotive,
forcing them to apply the emer-
gency brakes which perhaps
caused the derailment,” said

about hostel accommodations,
but we got barely two calls per
day this year. Hostel business is
down by nearly 40%. Many hos-
tel owners here lease their build-
ings, but lessees are struggling
this year due to lack of occu-
pancy,” he says.

While many reasons are be-
ing floated to explain this drop, in-
stitutes cited two mainissues: de-
lay in NEET results due the
ongoing court cases over the re-
cent paper leaks and opening of
multiple coaching centres in
other states. The decline has also
been attributed to the Central
government prohibiting coach-
ing institutes from admitting stu-
dents younger than 16 years of
age or those who have not cleared
Class 10. Earlier, Class 6 students
would move to Kota to prepare
for NEET/JEE.

RKVerma, founder and man-
aging director of Resonance Kota,
told The Indian Express, “NEET re-
sults have impacted admissions
in Kota. Besides, many institutes
have opened centres in big cities,
where their intake is 10,000-
20,000 students. Students sui-

Restoration work underway
after a goods train derailed,
near Alwar, on Sunday. P11

Aditya Gupta, the senior divisional
commercial manager.

In Rajasthan’s Alwar, three
wagons of a goods train derailed
in the early hours of Sunday,
Railway officials said. The incident
happened at2:30am, the officials
said. “The Alwar-Mathura route
was affected but since there was
no passenger or freight train dur-
ing that time it didn't affect train
operations,” he said.

In Bengal's Nadia, an empty
goods rake derailed at Ranaghat
station on Sunday evening. The
minor accident did not disrupt
any rail service in that division.
Eastern Railway in a release stated,
“During internal shunting in
Ranaghat goods yard, brake van of
empty BCN goods rake derailed
on Point no.133. However, the
brake van was quickly rerailed at
21:56 hrs in Sealdah Division.”

uxury hostel project turns into a ‘echost town’

cidesin Kota have given the citya
bad name butIbelieve thatevery
institute here maintains a safe en-
vironment for aspirants since our
livelihoods depend on them.”

ALLEN declined to comment
on theissue.

Anemployee of a coachingin-
stitute that has opened “centres
in 65 cities in 15 years” says par-
ents now prefer to send their chil-
dren to local institutes and not
Kota due reports on student sui-
cides. “We have also tied-up with
schools, where our faculty
teaches students on the school
premises. Thisis helping keep the
business afloat,” says the em-
ployee.

Yet, employees at two Kota-
based institutes claimed their
salaries had been cutaround 30%
on grounds of “fewer admissions”
this year.

An employee adds, “Every
business sees a peak, followed by
adecline. This may well be the de-
cline of Kota. While the coaching
business remains profitable,
those who have hitched their
wagon to these centres alone will
be the worst affected.”
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REVERSE THE SLIDE

Government’s first budget should bring agricultural research
in public and private sectors back to centre stage

NDIA EXPORTED BASMATI rice valued at over $5.8 billion or Rs 48,389 crore in

2023-24.More than 90 per cent of that comprised varieties such Pusa Basmati 1121

and 1509 bred by the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI). IARI varieties

also cover roughly a third of the country's 30 million hectares-plus annual acreage
under wheat. Yet, this institution, acclaimed as the cradle of India's Green Revolution, had
abudget of just Rs 710 crore last fiscal. Out of that, Rs 540 crore went for paying salaries and
pensions, and another Rs 98 crore towards administrative expenses. Where does it leave
money for research and breeding or investing in equipment — from scanning electron mi-
croscopes and robotic DNA sequence analysers to liquid chromatography-mass spectrom-
etry instruments — to enable these through high-throughput screening of large numbers
of plants for their morphological and other specific traits of interest? Or attracting talent,
including through lateral recruitment of those with specialisation in genome editing, block
chain and artificial intelligence technologies in agriculture?

The public farm R&D system, comprising the various Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) institutes and state agricultural universities, is in dire need of rejuvenation.
Most of them were set up during the 1960s and 1970s; the IARI campus in New Delhi goes
back to 1936. There’s definitely a case for a one-time fund of, say, Rs 5,000 crore — over and
above ICAR’s nearly Rs 10,000 crore annual budget — to help revamp their dilapidated build-
ings and create modern research infrastructure. Such fund infusion should be accompanied
by organisational restructuring and reforms. ICAR has too many institutes focusing on single
crops (from soyabean and cotton to grapes, litchi, pomegranate and mushroom)and even an-
imals (camel, pig, yak, etc). Farmers don’t grow wheat, mustard or chanainisolation; they plant
these after harvesting rice, soyabean or maize. What's required is a cropping systems-based
research approach tailored to varied agro-climatic zones and, perhaps, more IARIs bringing
together specialists across multiple disciplines. All these institutions should also have auton-
omy in hiring the best and raising resources, whether through public-private partnerships
and sponsored research or charging royalty on seeds and other technologies.

Indian agriculture is today facing challenges different from the Green Revolution pe-
riod. Then, it was about producing more crop from more inputs. Now, it's about more
output from less nutrients, water and labour, while simultaneously coping with climate
change and extreme weather events. The first budget of this government’s third term
would be an apt occasion to bring agricultural research — both in the public and private
sector — back to centre stage. This also means providing greater intellectual property pro-
tection for breeders and technology developers. The lack of an enabling environment
there is already showing in India’s falling cotton and stagnant oilseeds production. That
needs to be reversed.

DHAKA’S GRIM TEST

Bangladesh protests speak of simmering discontents.
Government should use court’s reprieve to apply healing touch

N SUNDAY, BANGLADESH’S Supreme Court scaled down the quota in gov-

ernment jobs for descendants of freedom fighters from 30 per cent to 5 per

cent. The decision will hopefully restore calm in the country after nearly a

month of unrest. But the Sheikh Hasina government, which has accused the
Opposition of fomenting protests, cannot afford to ignore the political and economic fault-
lines that have widened in recent years — in particular the discontent among students, who
were at the frontlines when the Awami League, led by Hasina’s father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
steered Bangladesh’s national movement. The government has denied allegations of using
security forces indiscriminately against the protestors. Its claims are, however, belied by the
mounting toll: More than 100 people have lost their lives, at least 50 of them on Friday.

While Bangladesh has had job quotas for women, residents of backward districts, eth-
nic minorities, and people with disabilities, the reservation for families of martyrs has been
contentious. Critics claim that the system gave disproportionate benefits to those close to
the Awami League. In 2018, a student movement forced the government to revoke the
quota. Butin]June, the Supreme Court reinstated the reservation, triggering protests. What
started as a peaceful agitation in the country’s campuses swelled into a civil unrest in less
than a week. The Hasina government’s handling of the situation aggravated matters. The
PM, who has time and again made the Awami League’s leadership of Bangladesh’s free-
dom movement an election plank, is reported to have compared the protestor to “razakars”
— aterm used for collaborators with the Pakistan Army during the liberation struggle.
Bangladesh is amongst Asia’s fastest-growing economies. However, progress has not

translated into jobs that meet aspirations in a country where 28 per cent of the population
is in the 15-30 age group. Textile exports earn Bangladesh almost $40 billion annually.
However, by all accounts, the country’s educated youth, especially university graduates, do
not want to work in factories. Many enterprises are yet to recover from Covid-related dis-
ruptions. Allegations of corruption and Hasina’s autocratic ways have stoked resentments.
That people from diverse sections — from underprivileged minorities to religious funda-
mentalists — joined the students on the streets, speaks of discontent pent up over several
years. Particularly worrying from Delhi’s standpoint are reports of the presence of Islamists
amongst the protestors. Anti-India sentiments are not a new feature in Bangladesh poli-
tics. But they have rarely gone beyond the margins. In the coming days and weeks, the
Narendra Modi government should tap into the goodwill it enjoys with Dhaka to ensure
the turmoil does not spill over into India’s Northeast.
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Quota’

s edge

Student unrest over reservation policy in Bangladesh
highlights political and social tensions in the country
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WORDLY WISE
POLITICAL CHAOS IS CONNECTED WITH
THE DECAY OF LANGUAGE.

— GEORGE ORWELL

SANJAY K BHARDWA]J

THERE S A sense of hard dichotomies, of the
people choosing between two zero-sum op-
tions that permeates Bangladesh'’s politics.
This began soon after the country gained in-
dependence and its leadership began draw-
ing hard lines between competing goals and
principles — democracy vs economic devel-
opment, political participation vs national
integration, liberty vs equality, and pro-liber-
ation vs anti-liberation forces.

In the ongoing anti-quota protests, too,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has invoked
“liberation” by comparing those opposed to
her policy with “razakars” — a pejorative ep-
ithet for those who collaborated with
Pakistani forces during the country’s struggle
for liberation. The pro/anti-liberation di-
chotomy has been deployed often in the re-
cent past with regard to controversial poli-
cies. These include the Digital Security Act,
sending “war criminals” to the gallows and
banning the Jamaat-e-Islami.

The current protests were spearheaded
predominantly by left-wing and liberal stu-
dent groups. The Student Federation of
Bangladesh, and Bangladesh Jatiotabadi
Chatra Dal were among the organisations
that backed the campaign, along with the
Workers’ Party of Bangladesh (WPB). They
have also been supported by the country’s
main opposition party, the Bangladesh
National Party (BNP), which boycotted the
recently concluded elections, alleging unde-
mocratic practices. To be sure, the BNP’s own
track record in this regard is hardly without
blemish, and thanks in part to the boycott,
its political influence and organisational
strength is waning.

InBangladesh, students’ politics hasalong
and storied history. These groups have been
at the centre of crucial movements, starting
with the Language Movement from 1948 to
1952, which advocated for Bengali to be
recognised as the co-lingua franca, alongside
Urdu, of what was then undivided Pakistan, to
avoid the imposition of Urdu on the Bengali-
speaking populace of East Pakistan. It eventu-
ally led to the creation of Bangladesh.
Students’ movements were also crucial in the

The current trouble began on
June 5, when the High Court
Division of the Supreme
Court of Bangladesh
nullified the government’s
decision to scrap the quota
system. It reinstated 30 per
cent reservations for
freedom fighters and their
progeny. This irked
opposition parties, especially
the BNP. The opposition
argues that the ruling
benefits the families of pro-
government groups who
support the Awami League.
Protesting students too felt
disappointed and angry at

being compared to ‘razakars’.

liberation struggle from 1969-1971, the
protests against the Ershad regime in 1989,
against army intervention in 2007, and the
Shahbag Movement in 2013, calling for cap-
ital punishment of all those involved in
crimes committed during the Liberation War.

Given the long-standing ideological differ-
ences between the country’s prominent polit-
ical parties, along with flailing political institu-
tions, itis easy to understand why such protests
become massive. Students’ protests have grad-
ually shifted from common issues and asking
for social change to ideological mobilisation.

This time, students of Dhaka University
are raising their voices against the govern-
ment’s policy of “positive reverse discrimi-
nation” (the quota system). The students
claim that the current reservation policy goes
against the constitutional values of equality
and equal opportunity. They are invoking
Article 29 (1) of Bangladesh’s Constitution,
which says, “There shall be equality of op-
portunity for all citizens in respect of em-
ployment or office in the service of the
Republic”. However, the student wing of the
ruling Awami League argues that the reser-
vation policy is a tool for achieving the cher-
ished goal of social justice and equity. They
cite Article 29 (3) (a) which says “the state
can make special provisions in favour of any
backward section... for the purpose of secur-
ing their adequate representation in the serv-
ice of the Republic”.

The quota system was introduced in
Bangladesh as early as 1972.1t mandated that
30 per cent of seats in public-sector jobs and
higher education institutions would be re-
served for freedom fighters and later, for their
children and grandchildren. Subsequently, an-
other 10 per cent of seats were reserved in
favour of women and an additional 10 per cent
reservation was provided for candidates com-
ing from backward districts. Moreover, 5 per
centreservation was provided to members of
tribal communities and 1 per cent reservation
was awarded to persons with disabilities.
Thus, in total, the country has 56 per cent
reservation. This became a bone of contention
as many believe that such a high proportion of

reserved seats ignores merit. The students
have been demanding that the system be re-
formed. In 2018, they carried out massive
protests and successfully pressured the gov-
ernment to discontinue the quota system.

The current trouble began on June 5,
when the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh nullified the
government’s decision to scrap the quota
system. It reinstated 30 per cent reservations
for freedom fighters and their progeny. This
irked opposition parties, especially the BNP.
They argued that the ruling benefitted the
families of pro-government groups who sup-
port the Awami League. Protesting students
too felt disappointed and angry at being
compared to “razakars”. The situation turned
violent and conflagrations erupted between
the pro-government student groups and the
police on the one side and the anti-quota
demonstrators on the other, killing over 100
and injuring over 2,500 injured.

While the Hasina government sees the
protests as an effort to dislodge Awami
League from power, it did appeal to the
Supreme Court to review the decision. The
Bangladesh Supreme Court has now ruled
that 93 per cent of the jobs have to be based
on merit; the job quota for Liberation War
veterans’ has been reduced to 5 per cent.

Unemployment is a major concern in
Bangladesh. However, the acceptance of vi-
olence as a means to express political dis-
agreement will profoundly affect the coun-
try's stability. Hasina’s fourth consecutive
victory has provided comparative political
security to Bangladesh and this has yielded
dividends for the economy. Bangladesh s set
to graduate from being a Least Developed
Country by 2026. As it does so, the issue of
unemployment needs to be tackled carefully.
It's important to find the balance between
aspirations on the one hand and levelling the
playing field on the other. What the country
needs is to cultivate a culture of greater
dialogue as it seeks reforms.

The writer is professor, School of
International Studies, INU

THE KANWAR’S JOURNEY

Challenge is to underline ways in which hybrid culture is becoming embattled

MRINAL PANDE

MUZAFFARNAGAR IS SAID to have been
founded in 1633 by Syed Muzaffar Khan, a
chieftain in the service of Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan. Located in the fertile Doab region,
fed jointly by the Ganga and Yamuna rivers,
the city in western Uttar Pradesh is fast be-
coming a centre of sabre-rattling. The polar-
ising ways of the state governmentimpartan
extra edge to the communal tension during
the annual march of kanwariyas.

In the past, much blood has been shed in
Muzaffarnagar over zar, joru and zameen
(gold, women and land). It has also seen com-
munal violence. The city, ironically, has also
been home to writers and artistes, leaders
and rebels: From Alam Muzaffarnagari,
Vishnu Prabhakar, Vishal Bhardwaj and
Nawazuddin Siddiqui to Liaquat Ali Khan, the
first PM of Pakistan, and the farmer-leader
Rakesh Tikait to rebels-turned-dons such as
Indrapal Jat and Ramesh Kaliya.

The population of western UP includes Jat
farmers, cattle-rearing Gujjars and
Muslims.The vast orchards of the region —
many of them planted by Muslims — produce
some of the best mangoes, lychees and
guavas. The community also set up factories
that produce a range of items, including fur-
niture and musical instruments. The thriving
sugar industry and steel and paper mills are
major parts of the region’s economy.
Muzaffarnagar is located along the national
highway between Delhi, Haridwar and
Dehradun as well as the ones linking Delhi,
Mumbai and Amritsar.

Last week, the DIG of the area ordered all

This is no time to be
intoxicated with thoughts of
the Union government not
lasting its entire term. The
challenge today is to engage
with a social milieu, not just
the government. It is not just
human rights, democracy
and justice that are
embattled. The entire
cultural space that gave birth
to along and steady
hybridisation of
communities, languages and
art forms is being attacked in
the name of racial purity,
while the “Other” is being
pushed towards ghettos.

eateries and vendors lining the Delhi-
Haridwar route to display the name of the
owner (an indicator of his/her caste and reli-
gion)along with the mobile number - he has
since made adherence to the directive volun-
tary. According to reports in Hindi newspa-
pers, one Yashvir Maharaj of the Baghara
Ashram in Muzaffarnagar, had claimed that
the Muslims in the area were pasting photos
of Hindu gods outside their shops and giving
these shops misleading names to attract cus-
tomers. The kanwariyas, he said, have a right
to know what they are eating is pure Hindu
vegetarian cuisine, unsullied by the touch and
cooking ware of flesh eaters.

The news created an immediate furore.
Surprisingly, the naysayers included one of
the token minority leaders of the BJP. He said
this discriminatory order from ati utsahi
(overzealous) state officials would strengthen
untouchability. Asaduddin Owaisi protested
that the order would isolate Muslims further.
But by now the dissenters’ voices were
drowned in the din. The Chief Minister’s of-
fice reiterated that no halal products can be
sold on the route and Muslim owners must
not camouflage theiridentities by giving their
eateries Hindu-sounding names. Samajwadi
Party leader, Akhilesh Yadav, raised a perti-
nent question: Who can tell the dharm or caste
of afruit seller named Munna, Fatte or Guddu?
But overall, the political narrative seems to be
completely bereft of empathy and rationality.
The kanwar yatra seems to have become in-
tertwined with rumours about attempts to
"pollute” the food of Hindus, who are deemed

to be "endangered (khatre mein)”.

The timing is also important. After the
2024 election results, many advocates of a
secular state believe that all-pervasive reli-
giosity, which often assumes communal
overtones, is a thing of the past. Their opti-
mism is misplaced. The state CM is fighting
his detractors at the Centre and trying to
emerge as the chief protector of cows and
Hindus. Other voices are mocking slogans of
Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas. The kanwar jugger-
naut will be a big presence on crucial high-
ways from late July to the end August — with
demands for nothing but kosher food.

This is no time to be intoxicated with
thoughts of the Union government not lasting
its entire term. The challenge today is to en-
gage with a social milieu, not just the govern-
ment. It is not just human rights, democracy
and justice that are embattled. The entire cul-
tural space that gave birth to along and steady
hybridisation of communities, languages and
art forms is being attacked in the name of
racial purity, while the “Other” is being
pushed towards ghettos.

If you wish to strategise and stall the com-
ing tide, then do not take the North vs South
bait, do not wisecrack about “uncouth” khaini-
chewing “bumpkins” of UP and Bihar or the
“babas” who have been nurturing hatred. And
at the same time, let us also not just watch.

Let us think, report and write honestly for
our own people.

The writer is former chairperson,
Prasar Bharti
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BHAKRA CANAL BREACH

FOR THE SECOND time since Army action last
month, the Bhakra main line canal was
breached. The breach, which occurred near the
Siswan super passage, about 5 km down-
stream of an earlier breach near Romarisinall
probability an act of sabotage. The breach was
about 20 feet wide on the right bank of the
canal when it was detected in the morning.

(GOVT IN THE DOCK

THE MONSOON SESSION of Parliament is cer-
tain to have a stormy opening with various
major and minor opposition parties declaring
their intention to confront the ruling party on

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

its recent actions in Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab and Sikkim. There is near unanimity
among opposition parties in condemning the
dismissal of Farooq Abdullah’s governmentin
Jammu and Kashmir. Home Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, in particular, will have a tough
time in silencing protest on this count.

INDO-PAK ON SIACHEN

PAKISTANI AND INDIAN commanders held
an emergency meeting at a remote
Himalayan glacier to discuss recent clashes
between their troops there, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Yaqub Khan, said. The meeting un-
der a ceasefire flag last week was the first step
towards a solution of a border dispute over

the Siachen glacier. Khan said Islamabad
wanted to improve relations with New Delhi
and efforts were continuing to prevent fur-
ther clashes.

THE RUPEE QUESTION

THE PERSISTENT DEVALUATION of the rupee
in terms of the US dollar over the last three
years has led to a controversy at the highest
official level. While one of the chief advisors
in the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory
Council has taken exception to the manage-
ment of the external value of the rupee,
Finance Ministry circles maintain that the ru-
pee has been appreciating in terms of the
other currencies.
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Bankrolling growth

With rising credit supply and financial innovation,
banks and corporates are in a stronger position

THE ABILITY OF companies to bankroll their
capital expenditure has risen more than
threefold in the past decade after a long
spell of deleveraging and profit growth, a
CRISIL analysis shows. Similarly, a signifi-
cant reduction in bad loans and timely re-
capitalisation have meant that the banking
sector is very well-placed to lend. Together
with rising credit supply from alternative
channels and financial innovation, the
growth finance available for both the “great
Indian infrastructure build-out” and corpo-
rate capital expenditure is arguably the
largest in memory, including as a percent-
age of nominal GDP.

AsIndiaIncdelivered, cash accruals rose,
capex requirements fell and working capital
cycles improved. An analysis of companies
rated by CRISIL (excluding financial sector
entities) shows that the median gearing (ad-
justed debt to adjusted net-worth) was at a
decadal low of around 0.45 times as on
March 31 — a fabulous improvement from
around 1 time as on March 31, 2015.(The to-
tal rated outstanding companies as of March
2024 were around 7,000, out of which the
calculation was done for a subset of around
4,000 companies where consistent data was
available for at least three years).

Assuming this increases to 0.75 times
(this assumption is half of the typical peak
manufacturing gearing of 1.5x, the leverage
potential of each company will vary depend-
ing on business requirements and risk ap-
petite), we still find as many as 2,222 com-
panies having material headroom to take on
new debt.

The study presupposed half of the avail-
able surplus cash can contribute to capex —
as was done for the same set of companies
for fiscal 2015. Given the low median gear-
ing and surplus cash, the ability of India Inc
to undertake capex now is three times more
than in fiscal 2015. Put another way, capex
ability was 3.8 per cent of the nominal GDP
adecade back, compared to 5.2 per cent now.
On their part, companies will closely watch
interest rates, global uncertainties, excess
global capacity, and the uneven recovery be-
fore going for large-scale spending.

The banking sector numbers —March 31,
2024, compared with March 31,2015 — are
extremely encouraging, too. The absolute net
worth of the sector has more than doubled to
around Rs 24 lakh crore from Rs 9 lakh crore.
Net non-performing assets (net NPAs) have
plunged to an all-time low of around 0.6 per
cent from a peak of 6 per cent, while gross
NPAs have crunched to 2.8 per cent last fiscal-
end from the peak of 11.2 per cent as on
March 31, 2018.

Both net and gross NPAs were relatively
low at 2.5 per cent and 4.6 per cent, respec-
tively, as on March 31, 2015, but peaked by
March 31, 2018, while improving thereafter.
The provisioning coverage ratio has risen to
an all-time high of 76.4 per cent from 41.7
per cent as on March 31, 2015, materially lim-
iting the incremental impact on profitability
from potential losses on NPAs. Additionally,
banks have resorted to write-offs to clean up
balance sheets. Gross write-offs (excluding
recovery atalater stage from such accounts)
between fiscals 2015 and 2024 were over Rs
15 lakh crore, a large proportion of which
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ARRIVINGAT 3X POTENTIAL CAPEX: ANALYSIS OF 2,222 COMPANIES
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Year end Total debt Additional debt available Total cash 50% of cash surplus Capex
for capex assumed if surplus available assumed potential
gearing goes up to 0.75x for capex estimated
-- | Rslakhcrore | Rslakh crore ' Rslakhcrore Rslakh crore Rslakh crore
[ l A | B C=A+B
March 31,2015 11.90 2.75 4.00 2.00 4.75
March 31,2024 20.83 1191 6.91 3.46 15.37

1. The total rated outstanding entities as of March 2024 is ~7,000 which is large and diverse portfolio, out of which the median gearing was calculated for a
subset ~4,000 companies where consistent data was available for at least three years
2. The 0.75x assumption is half of the typical peak manufacturing gearing of 1.5x. The leverage potential of each company will vary depending on business

requirements and risk appetite

happened from 2018 onwards.

Capital infusion by the government into
public-sector banks and capital raised by pri-
vate-sector banks have enabled them to
write off NPAs based on the assessment of
recoverability, build a healthy provisioning
coverage ratio for existing NPA stock and yet
maintain strong capital buffers. The public-
sector banks have done particularly well. At
15.5 per cent, their capital adequacy ratio is
the best in two decades.

India’s credit market has seen the advent
of new avenues of fundraising, such as infra-
structure investment trusts (InvITs), real es-
tate investment trusts (REITSs), restricted
groups (RGs), and sustainability-linked and
green bonds driven by environmental, social
and governance persuasions. Itis pertinent to
note here that India’s infrastructure capex
has increased significantly since the past six
fiscals. The outlay budgeted for this fiscal isRs
11.1 lakh crore.

Traditionally, infrastructure projects were
funded either by the government or by large
corporations. There was almost no direct in-
vestment from the public or foreign in-
vestors. InvITs have funnelled both equity
and debt from public and foreign investors
into infrastructure assets and allowed infra-
structure developers to monetise revenue-
generating assets, thereby freeing up capital
for new projects. When revenue-generating
assets move to InvITs, many benefits are en-
gendered — diversification, lower leverage,
well-defined cash flows and regulatory over-
sight. That increases investor confidence in
infrastructure assets housed in InvITs.

Since their introduction in 2017, there
have been over 19 InvITs with assets under
management (AUM) of Rs 4.9 lakh crore, half
of which is funded by debt. REITs are similar
in structure to InvITs, but specific to real es-
tate assets. Four REITs today have AUM of Rs
1.4 lakh crore, a third of which is funded by
debt. Because of the healthy credit profiles
of InvITs and REITs, corporate bond market
participants are also confident of participat-
ing in India’s growth story.

Today, infrastructure
issuances are 15 per cent of
the annual corporate-bond
issuances by volume. Some
structural improvements
via a policy pivot can make
these amenable to patient-
capital investors — insurers
and pension funds. This
can be in the form of
allowing investments down
the credit curve — below
the AA rating, increasing
exposure limits to the
infrastructure sector, and
adoption of expected loss
ratings. And by improving
the capacity and risk
appetite of the corporate
bond market, take-out
financing of operational
infrastructure projects can
be facilitated. This can, in
turn, create additional
credit capacity to fund
capex in new emerging
sectors such as green energy.

CR Sasikumar

Of late, RGs have emerged as another in-
novation, with similar benefits of diversifi-
cation, debt limitation and ring-fencing of
cash flows. Today, there are 13 RGs rated by
CRISIL Ratings, of which 11 are for renew-
ables with rated debt of Rs 14,000 crore,
where it is becoming popular. Such struc-
tures are expected to gain further traction.

Additionally, sustainability-linked and
green bonds are gaining currency given the
emphasis on mitigating climate risk. Green
bond issuances have begun to fund renew-
able energy projects. These are favoured by
overseas investors and can gather momen-
tum with India now being included in the JP
Morgan Emerging Markets Bond Index and
with more such inclusions underway.
However, the domestic corporate bond mar-
ket needs to deepen more to become a sub-
stantial flank of funding. The enablement of
this platform cannot be overstated.

Today, infrastructure issuances are 15 per
cent of the annual corporate-bond issuances
by volume. Some structural improvements
via a policy pivot can make these amenable
to patient-capital investors — insurers and
pension funds. This can be in the form of al-
lowing investments down the credit curve
— below the AA rating, increasing exposure
limits to the infrastructure sector, and adop-
tion of expected loss ratings. And by improv-
ing the capacity and risk appetite of the cor-
porate bond market, take-out financing of
operational infrastructure projects can be fa-
cilitated. This can, in turn, create additional
credit capacity to fund capex in new emerg-
ing sectors such as green energy.

The growth-finance wherewithal is at its
decadal best. Regulatory facilitation will be
the key to its full unlocking. Relentless execu-
tion, strong credit discipline and income
spurs for demand growth will be just as cru-
cial, even as the focus on sustainability is kept
razor-sharp. That will ensure an enduring as-
cent for India.

The writer is managing director and CEO,
CRISIL Limited

Death and desolation in Gaza

Israel’s impunity shows it doesn’t intend to change approach to ongoing conflict

VINAY LAL

DAYS AFTER ISRAEL began its onslaught on
Gaza in retaliation to Hamas’s attack of
October 7, with the intent — as its own lead-
ers openly claimed — of seeking the complete
elimination of Hamas and “total victory”, the
US began casting aspersions on press releases
from the Palestinian Health Ministry that had
a count of the dead and the injured.

At a time when the ministry had docu-
mented the deaths of more than 7,000
Palestinians, President Joe Biden declared that
he had “no confidence in the number that the
Palestinians are using”, reiterating that “I have
no notion that the Palestinians are telling the
truth about how many people are killed.”

One might suppose that he was alluding
only to the fact that in wartime, data on ca-
sualties is neither easily obtained nor verifi-
able. But there is something far more insidi-
ous at work here: In Western discourse, a
supposed aversion to veracity among
“Orientals” is an ingrained idea. Curzon, as
Viceroy of India, exclaimed before students
at Calcutta University that the Indian was ac-
customed to abiding by a much lesser stan-
dard of truth than the Englishman. If
Palestinians are nothing more than “terror-
ists”, no one should doubt that they are liars
and that they have greatly exaggerated casu-

alties to win global sympathy.

However, nine months into the war, it is
the credulity of Israel and the US that is at
stake. On March 7, in his State of the Union
address, Biden conceded that more than
30,000 Palestinians have been killed. The
White House admitted that these figures
were drawn from the Gaza Ministry of Health.
Though two UN agencies — the WHO and the

UN Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs — keep track of casual-
ties in war zones, they have not done soin the
present conflict; rather, they have furnished
reasons for relying on figures released by the
Gaza Health Ministry. As Farhan Haq, a
spokesperson for UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, remarked at a press con-
ference on May 15, “Unfortunately, we have
the sad experience of coordinating with the
Ministry of Health on casualty figures every
few years for large mass-casualty incidents
in Gaza; and in past times, their figures have
proven to be generally accurate.”

The “correspondence” of July 5 pub-
lished in the Lancet, the British medical
journal, on “counting the dead” thus takes
on new and, sadly, alarming significance. As
of June 19, the journal reported, 37,396 peo-
ple had died in Gaza; at least another 10,000

lie dead under the rubble of thousands of
buildings now in ruins. This is scarcely new
information; however, the picture that the
Lancet paints of despair, desolation, disease,
and death in Gaza is of a different magni-
tude. The authors contend, rightly, that in
every such conflict, the proportion of “indi-
rect deaths” to “direct deaths” is atleast 3:1,
sometimes as much as 15:1. Over time, a
large number of people will succumb from
reproductive, communicable and non-
communicable diseases that will spread in
consequence of the nearly complete de-
struction of Gaza. The health infrastructure
is in shambles; desalination plants have
been destroyed; and though famine has not
officially been declared, malnutrition and
starvation have already become wide-
spread. According to the Lancet, it is reason-
able to say that up to “1,86,000 or even more
deaths could be attributable to the current
conflictin Gaza.”

Some ask: Why is Israel apparently being
singled out? After all, the last few decades
alone have seen other conflicts — some of
them, as in Guatemala, Rwanda, Sudan, and
Syria, on a larger scale than what is on wit-
ness now in Gaza. However, Oxfam noted,
around January 10, that “Israel’s military is

killing Palestinians at an average rate of 250
people a day which exceeds the daily death
toll of any other major conflict of recent
years.” But there is much that is distinctive
about this conflict. The US and the democra-
cies of Western Europe, all erstwhile colonis-
ing powers, have condoned what Israel has
done at every turn, despite for decades, shout-
ing themselves hoarse with the slogan,
“Never again”. But there is more to it: Israel
tends to act with impunity while claiming
special status as a victim nation.

There is nothing within the known phar-
macopoeia of how international relations and
violent conflict may be managed which en-
ables the world to deal with such a situation.
The International Court of Justice has, to sim-
plify its ruling, issued restraining orders on
Israel, but it has not made an iota of differ-
ence. Israel speaks of the International
Criminal Court, which has requested arrest
warrants in the name of two leaders each of
Hamas and Israel, including Benjamin
Netanyahu, with contempt. Nothing on the
horizon suggests that Israel has any intention
of changingits approach or thatitis truly vul-
nerable even to pressure from the US.

The wrriter is professor of History, UCLA
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It is most unfortunate that the country’s democratic political system has been
viciously undermined over the past few years... Pakistan cannot continue to
sleepwalk through its crises. The government must start putting out fires instead

of fanning more flames.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

How to heal a
fractured people

Assassination attempt on Donald Trumpisa
signal to leaders everywhere to dial down
on language of hatred, mend broken bonds

VIKRAM PATEL

THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION of
Donald Trump has triggered a wave of
soul-searching about how the US has
found itself on the brink of the unthink-
able. But anyone who has closely followed
US history knows violence is no stranger
to the US, a country founded on the geno-
cide of indigenous people, which enslaved
millions of Africans, is the most militarised
and has waged war in more nations than
any other. The private ownership of guns,
enshrined as a fundamental right of citi-
zens in the Constitution, contributes to one
of the highest homicide rates in the world
and the most tragic of American cata-
clysms — school shootings. Trump is now
the 12th American president, a quarter of
all who have occupied this hallowed seat,
who has been the target of an assassina-
tion attempt — four of them died.
America’s exceptionalism is epitomised by
the country's embrace of violence, meted
out with varying justifications across his-
tory invoking the Bible, racial ideology, or
national security.

All that being said, there is the realisa-
tion that the shooting cannot be unrelated
to the polarisation which has engulfed
contemporary American society, a division
of her diverse peoples which has intensi-
fied inexorably as the country’s reckoning
with destiny in November draws closer.
The polarisation is about profoundly dif-
fering visions for the country. It is hard to
feel, and behave, like one people in such
circumstances. Solidarity, that invisible
glue which binds people, begins to unravel.
Such an unravelling began when the US
embraced neoliberal economic policies,
emphasising market-based reforms and
policies as the key to realising individual
liberty. These policies had profound conse-
quences for American society, with a dra-
matic increase in inequality and the gut-
ting of a once-great manufacturing sector,
rendering the working as almost dispos-
able. These consequences have systemat-
ically dismantled the solidarity built upon
the foundations of the social welfare state
and the civil rights movements initiated
by Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 1930s.

There is a rich vein of scholarship doc-
umenting the impact of inequality on the
fabric of society. All these inquiries con-
clude that inequality fractures the bonds
which ties people who share the same
land, hardening the boundaries which di-
vide one group from another, and amplify-
ing deeply entrenched prejudices about
the other. In short, inequality leads to a
dystopia in which each individual care
only for themselves, and those whom they
identify with. A hellscape where the ma-
jority of the population struggles to sur-
vive with insecure incomes and opportu-
nities while a minority enjoy
unimaginable wealth and power. Such a
dystopia presents a fertile soil to plant the
seeds of hate, against those whose ideolo-

gies differ from yours or, at the crudest
level, those who look, speak or dress dif-
ferently. As solidarity erodes, the narrative
of the other group stealing your country
grips your imagination. Add Trump’s in-
cendiary rhetoric to this tinder and you
have the perfect firestorm.

It is worth pondering whether these
observations have a bearing on India.
Indeed, there are some parallels which
should make us pause and think about the
crisis in the US. After all, India too has a
long history of violence based on identity,
not least in relation to caste and patri-
archy, and is herself no stranger to politi-
cal violence. Recent decades have wit-
nessed an embrace of neoliberal
economic policies to the point that India
has emerged as one of the most unequal
countries in the world, the grotesqueness
of which was on display with the opulent
festivities marking a wedding in the coun-
try’s richest family — juxtapose this with
statistics which reveal that India is home
to the largest number of malnourished
children in the world. Add to this potent
brew the political rhetoric championing
an exclusionary view of the identity of the
people of India, which seamlessly blends
with the dehumanisation of and acts of
violence against minorities, you have all
the ingredients for a dystopic society.
While we can be thankful that Indian so-
ciety is not awash with guns, this is hardly
a consolation for those lynched by knives
or who have been rendered homeless by
government bulldozers.

Trump blamed gun violence on men-
tal health and social disorder. He is, char-
acteristically, both wrong and right. It is
guns which kill, not persons with mental-
health problems. But he is right to point
out that social disorder kills too: The
mounting “deaths of despair”, fuelled by
drugs, alcohol and suicide, are testimony to
the deadly effects of the dystopia on the
forgotten white working-class. Inequality
not only fuels despair but also rage, which
has been mutating across the country in
tandem with ideological polarisation. And
itis inequality which is the bedrock for po-
larisation to flourish, for it is hard to divide
and inflame people when there is solidar-
ity built around a shared destiny and iden-
tity. Itis not coincidental that the happiest
nations of the world are those which are
also the most equal — India ranks along-
side the unhappiest countries while the
US ranks lowest amongst its peers. Both
countries also endure the highest suicide
rates in the world.

There are clear prescriptions on how to
build more equal societies through gov-
ernment commitments to a decent mini-
mum wage, progressive taxation and pub-
lic goods. Strong democratic institutions,
especially the courts and police, are key to
building trust and solidarity. But words
matter too, especially in the world of so-
cial media where they can get amplified at
lightning speed. Itis time, as both US pres-
idential candidates have acknowledged, to
dial down the hateful language. This must
also be a signal to India’s politicians, and
other public leaders, to replace words of
hate with those of solidarity and compas-
sion, to heal our fractured societies.

The writer is the Paul Farmer Professor of
Global Health at Harvard Medical School

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE TRUMP CARD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A bigger
tent’ (IE, July 20). As the Republican
National Convention drew to a close, it
became obvious that former president
Donald Trumpis not only capitalising on
the popularity boost from surviving an
assassination attempt, butis alsoina
strong position to take on incumbent
President Joe Biden. There is much to
analyse in Trump picking the 39-year-
old] D Vance for Vice Presidential candi-
date in the upcoming race. He is evi-
dently keen to win over younger
demographics in this election; heis also
aligned to white, male America, and
whatit stands forin the country’s fraught
politics today. While there is no denying
Trump’s overall strong position and lead
in swing states, three months is a long
time in politics, and that certainly applies
to the US.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

RACISM IN SOCCER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Tainting
avictory’ (IE, July 20). The French Soccer
Federation released a statement con-
demning “racist and discriminatory re-
marks” chanted by Argentina soccer
players targeting French players that
were circulated on social media follow-
ing Argentina’s Copa America victory.

Instances of racism have plagued soc-
cer around the world and have been ex-
acerbated in recent weeks. Three
Spanish fans were recently found guilty
of criminal racist behaviour targeting
Real Madrid’s Vinicius by the
Magistrate’s Court of Valencia in an
unprecedented ruling.

SSPaul, Nadia

A DIFFERENT VERSION

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Trump’s
coming victory’ (IE, July 20). For Trump,
there are many versions of reality of
which truth is just one. Hence, when he
tellslies, heis articulating just one view-
point of reality. He plays to an audience
which requires emotional gratification
rather than a reasoned discourse. To his
devotees, traditional institutions are no
longer relevant for contemporary times.
Soitisacceptable to bend rules to attain
a certain objective. When, in 1990,
Mikhail Gorbachevwas viewed as a pro-
gressive ruler who reformed the Soviet
Union, Trump saw him instead as being
weak and correctly predicted the for-
mer’s role in its dissolution while he re-
gards Putin as a strongman who wants
to make Russia great again. It is only
through this prism can one make sense
of Trump’s attitude and anticipate his fu-
ture course of action.

Animesh Rai, Noida
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NEGOTIATIONS DRAG ON OVER WAGES, OTHER BENEFITS
DISNEYLAND WORKERS VOTE FOR STRIKE

Thousands of workers at Disney’s theme park and resort properties in California voted late
Friday to authorize a potential strike, as contract negotiations drag on over wages, sick leave
and other benefits. The strike authorization was approved by an overwhelming margin,

nearly 99 per cent of the members who cast votes, according to a union statement.

IF NOMINATED, HARRIS WILL HAVE THREE MONTHS TO CAMPAIGN AND UNITE THE PARTY

With spotlight on Harris, Democrats will
bet against US history of sexism, racism

Her candidacy would offer a stark contrast with Trump and Vance, the two white men on Republican ticket

Trump says Kamala
Harris will be easier
to defeat than Biden

JEFF MASON
& BIANCAFLOWERS
JULY 21

THE DEMOCRATIC party will be
taking a historic gamble if it turns
to Vice President Kamala Harris to
becomeits presidential candidate,
betting that a Black woman can
overcome racism, sexismand her
ownmisstepsasa politician tode-
featRepublican Donald Trump.In
more than two centuries of
democracy, American voters have
elected only one Black president
and never awoman, arecord that
makes even some Black voters
wonder if Harris can crash
through the hardest ceilingin U.S.
politics.

“Will her race and gender be
an issue? Absolutely," said
LaTosha Brown, a political strate-
gist and co-founder of the Black
Voters Matter Fund.

Harris would face other big
challenges: if promoted to the top
of the ticket, she would have
barely three months to campaign
and unite the party and donors
behind her. Yet many Democrats
are excited about her chances.
Some three dozen Democratic
lawmakers have voiced fears that
President Joe Biden, 81, will lose
an election that the party has cast
as a battle for the future of U.S.

Vice President Kamala Harris campaigns at Westover High
School in North Carolina earlier this week. Reuters

democracy because he lacks the
mental and physical stamina to
win and serve four more years.

Black support,and bring sharp de-
bating skills to prosecute the polit-
ical case against the former pres-

Many fear Trump ident.

and the Republicans Her candidacy
could not only take g‘m would offera contrast
the White House, but “ with Trump and his
both houses of vice presidential run-
s seistwo  RACETFOR - 8 etno
decades younger than THE WHITE white men on the
Trump andaleade_r in HOUSE Republic;an ticket.

the party on abortion . Harris's approval

rights, anissue which

resonates with younger voters
and Democrats' progressive base.
Proponents argue she would en-
ergize those voters, consolidate

ratings, while low, are
a tick higher than Biden's.
According to polling outfit Five
Thirty Eight, 38.6 percent of
Americans approve of Harris

while 50.4 percent disapprove.
Biden has 38.5 percent approval
and 56.2 percent disapproval.

The USelected Barack Obama,
the first and only Black president
in2008.The only woman to head
a presidential ticket of a major
party, Hillary Clinton, lost to
Trump in 2016. Supporters of
Harris, the first woman and first
Black and South Asian person to
serve as vice president, argue she
has already weathered unfair at-
tacks related to her race and gen-
der and is prepared for more.

“America has a history of
racism, sexism, so I'm sure that
will factor into this conversation,
factor into her campaign,” said
Jamal Simmons, a former Harris
aide. But he said there is a flip
side: Black voters could be gal-
vanized if Harris is put at the top
of the ticket, and women,
including some who regret not
voting for Clinton in 2016, would
back her.

Harris benefits from greater
name recognition than the other
Democratic leaders who have
been floated as potential presi-
dential candidates, he said.
California Governor Gavin
Newsom and Michigan
Governor Gretchen Whitmer are
among those talked about in
Democratic circles as possible re-
placements. REUTERS

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JULY 21

REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL can-
didate Donald Trump said on
Sunday that he thinks Vice
President Kamala Harris will be
easier to defeat in November's
election than President Joe Biden,
who earlier in the daystepped
aside as his party's candidate.
CNN said the Republican for-
mer president made the com-
ments to the network shortly af-
ter Biden announced his
decision. Trump also later at-
tacked Biden on social media,
saying that Biden was unfit to
continue serving as president.
Biden ended his reelection
campaign on Sunday after fellow
Democrats lost faith in his mental
acuity and ability to beat Trump.
Biden endorsed Harris to replace
him as the party's candidate.
Biden had faced growing
doubts about his reelection
chances afteraweak and faltering

Reuters

Donald Trump and ] D Vance
at Grand Rapids, Saturday

performanceinatelevised debate
against Trump late last month. On
his Truth Social platform on
Sunday, Trump said Biden “was
not fit to run for President, and is
certainly not fit to serve.”

Other top Republicans, includ-
ing House of Representatives
Speaker Mike Johnson, also said
Biden was not fit to serve as pres-
identand finish his termif he was
stepping aside.

Trump and Biden had been
mostly tied in polls, but after the
debate some polls showed Trump
narrowly ahead of the president.

What Biden’s exit from Presidential race means, what next

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden’s days
at the White House were num-
bered. On Sunday, he made it of-
ficial, withdrawing from the US
Presidential race.

Ever since his disastrous per-
formance at the US Presidential
debate against former President
and Republican Party candidate
Donald Trump, there had been
demands for Biden's exit.

His announcement had been
predicted over the past few days,
especially with former US
President Barack Obama and for-
mer US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi leaning in favour of him
exiting the race, after several
prominent US Congressmen and
Governors asked him to pull out.

US Vice President Kamala
Harrisis now the top contender to

be on the ticket — but the jury is
out whether she will be the
Presidential nomination or still be
the Vice Presidential nominee.

But what does this mean?
First, Biden’s candidature was in-
creasingly looking like a win for
Trump — some predicted a nar-
row margin, some said itwillbe a
landslide. His health, age, fumbles
and gaffes had made it quite clear
that the octogenarian was not up
for the challenges of the job.

A new poll of Michigan on
Sunday showed Trump leading
against Biden, 49% to 42%. The
EPIC-MRA survey is for the
Detroit Free Press, which reports
that “Trump led in every region
of the state, including in metro
Detroit”, where Biden beat
Trump 56:40% in 2020.

So, by withdrawing himself
from the race for the White
House — Biden has avoided a
walkover by Trump.

President Biden at a press
meet earlier this month. Ap

Second, the natural
question is if not Biden,
who? Harris is the most
likely replacement tobe
ontop of the ticket — the
Presidential nomina-
tion. Biden already gave
his endorsement.

But that will again depend on
the Democratic Party’s nomina-
tion process and whether she is

EXPLAINED

Imran imprisoned in inhumane
conditions, says wife Bushra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JULY 21

BUSHRA BIBI, the wife of incar-
cerated former Pakistan prime
minister Imran Khan, has ex-
pressed grave concerns about her
husband's safety in Rawalpindi's
Adiala Jail, alleging that he was
kept ininhumane conditions and
given contaminated food.
Speaking informally to journal-
ists on Saturday, Bushra revealed
fears for her own life as well, The
Express Tribune reported.

Former

Pak Prime
Minister
Imran Khan

According to Bushra, Khan's
life is in danger, keeping in view
the past incidents where he was
allegedly poisoned and shot at.
She added that theirlegal request
to investigate the poisoning has
not been addressed by the court.

Describing conditions in the
jail, Bushra, 49, alleged that 71-

year-old Khan was keptinunsan-
itary conditions and given con-
taminated food to eat. She said
that during their meeting in
Attock]ail, Khan appeared emaci-
ated and had to pick insects from
his hair throughout the night.
Bushra also said that other
prisoners received VIP treatment
while Khan struggled without
even basicamenities. Responding
to a journalist’s question about
Bushra’s claims of toilet cleaner
being added to her food, she as-
serted the claims were true de-
spite lacking physical evidence.

the most fit candidate. If she
wins the nomination, she will be
the first woman of colour to be
on the party ticket.

Being of African-American
and Indian-American heritage,
she will have those credentials
— butin anincreasingly divided
America, her candidature is not
yet a sealed deal.

Third, Democrats are fighting
against a juggernaut of Trump-
Vance ticket. This is a tough
nomination, though not an in-
surmountable challenge.

Trumpis baskingin
the glory after being
feted at the Republican
National Convention —

Py especially since the as-

sassination attempton

him has transformed

his status to someone who has
defied death.

And, by choosing] D Vance as
the V-P candidate, he has

trumped the Democrats on the
X-factor — Vance is the first
Millennial to be on the ticket.

Despite the Capitol Hill siege
stain on Trump, the party is
backing him as the sole saviour
and has emerged as the most
popular Republican candidate to
lead the campaign.

Fourth, this will be a key mo-
ment in Democratic campaign
where they have to scramble to
find the best possible candidate
toreplace Biden, and a combina-
tion of President-VP to beat the
Trump-Vance duo.

They have to keep in mind the
permutation-combination of var-
ious communities of Hispanic
votes, Arab-Americans, and of
course, the White, Midwest votes
inmiddle America.

Biden, Obama, Pelosi, Chuck
Schumer, Hakim Jeffries, the
Clintons will all be putting their
minds together to come up with

the best possible candidate to take
onTrump and the Republican ma-
chinery —who have the momen-
tum by their side.

Fifth, for India, itis a moment
to watch closely the race to the
White House. The positive ap-
proach towards US-India ties has
been bipartisan.

In the last few months, the
ties had suffered after the alleged
Pannun assassination plot and
India’s embrace of Russia — but
with the fluid situation in
Washington, Delhi has been
hedging its bets.

So, its embrace of Putin may
age well if Trump comes back to
the White House, but the
shadow of assassination plot
may still linger — irrespective of
change in the White House.
Delhi will wait eagerly next few
weeks, till the Democratic Party
announces its candidates in its
convention in August.

Amid property, debt crises, China
releases 60-point policy agenda

REUTERS
BEIJING, JULY 21

CHINA RELEASED a 60-pointdoc-
ument on Sunday on policy goals,
ranging from developing ad-
vanced industries to improving
the business environment,
adopted at the end of a
Communist Party Central
Committee meeting.

The document follows the
closed-doors Central Committee
meeting, led by President Xi
Jinping, which takes place once

Chinese
President
Xi Jinping

in roughly five years, and is
known as a plenum.

It took place on July 15-18 as
the world’s second largest econ-
omy faces a prolonged property
crisis, surging debt and trade ten-
sions. These have led economists
to urge Beijing to shift focus to
boosting consumer demand and

away from a debt-fuelled, invest-
ment-led model that funnels re-
sources into manufacturing at the
expense of households.

But the plenum reasserted
China's quest for “new productive
forces”, a term Xi coined last year
that envisions scientific research
and technological upgrades of the
country.Itlisted as strategicindus-
tries “new generation information
technology, artificial intelligence,
aviation and aerospace, new en-
ergy, new materials, high-end
equipment, biomedicine, and
quantum technology”.

AP

Oil tanks burn after an Israeli strike on the port in Hodeidah,
Yemen, Saturday. AP

Israel hits Houthi

stronghold, downs
retaliatory missile
fired from Yemen

Houthis say will continue to attack
Israel without any ‘red lines’

REUTERS
CAIRO, JERUSALEM, JULY 21

ISRAEL SAID it shot down a mis-
sile launched from Yemen on
Sunday and the Yemeni Houthi
movement said it had fired sev-
eral missiles at the Israeli city of
Eilat after Israel's first public
strike against the Iran-aligned
group a day earlier.

The Houthis have launched
missiles and drones at Israel and
disrupted global trade through the
Red Sea in response to Israel's as-
sault on Gaza, further destabilis-
ing the Middle East as war in the
Palestinian enclave rages on after
nine months. Israel says the
Houthis have launched 200 at-
tacksagainstit since the Gazawar
began, many of themintercepted
and most of them not deadly.

But a rare Houthi drone strike
on Friday hit Tel Aviv and killed
one person, prompting Israel to
announce its first strikes against
the group on Saturday.

The strikes by warplanes hit
near the Yemeni port of
Hodeidah and killed six people,
local medics said.

The Houthi movement,

known formally as Ansar Allah,
said on Sunday it would con-
tinue to attack Israel inresponse.
Houthi spokesperson
Mohammed Abdulsalam told
Qatar'sAljJazeera TV there would
be “noredlines...all sensitive in-
stitutions ... will be a target for us.”
The Israeli military said its
Arrow 3 missile defence system
had shot down a surface-to-sur-
face missile projectile launched
from Yemen on Sunday before it
crossed into Israeli territory.

Israeli strikes kill 15 in
central Gaza

Israeli airstrikes killed at least
15 people including women and
children overnight in Gaza, ac-
cording to hospital officialsand a
body count by an AP journalist
on Sunday. Israel's latest
airstrikes were in the Bureij
refugee camp in central Gaza,
where nine people including
two children were killed, and the
southern city of Khan Younis,
where at least six people were
killed including two girls. Men
and women wept and embraced
the small bodies in white
shrouds. WITHAPINPUTS

Nepal PM Oli wins
trust vote, says he will
step down in two yr's

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JULY 21

PRIME MINISTER K P Sharma Oli
won the vote of confidence in
the House of Representatives, se-
curing parliamentary legitimacy
for his continuing in the post.

Revealing the agreement
reached between himand Nepali
Congress Chief Sher Bahadur
Deuba, Oli confirmed that he
would beinthe post for twoyears
from the date of his appointment
on July 15, and transfer the lead-
ership of the coalition to Deubattill
November 2027. Oli also said that
he and Deuba had agreed to re-
view the strengths and weak-
nesses of the Constitutionand the
complexities in implementing it.

Oli secured 188 votes in
favour of the motion whereas 74
votes — from the Maoists,
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party, and
the Rashtriya Swatantra Party —
against it.

“We (the two parties) com-
pete in our ideologies, but there
are instances of collaboration
between the Congress and the
UML,” he said. “This is a contin-
uation of that collaboration. We
have agreed to work together
to protect national interests,
control corruption, improve
governance, expedite develop-
ment activities, and ensure po-
litical stability, by the public de-
sire,” Oli said.

The veteran Communist
leader was sworn in Monday as
Prime Minister along with 21
other members of the Cabinet.

WITHPTIINPUTS

VENICE Is ONE OF D0OZzENS OF CITIES IN EUROPE GRAPPLING WITH A GLUT OF TOURISTS, CAUSING FRUSTRATIONS AMONG LOCALS

Venice tries 5-Euro entrance fee to deter day—trlppers ease pressure on residents

ELISABETTAPOVOLEDO
VENICE, JULY 21

WHEN VENICE introduced a 5
euro entrance fee in April, offi-
cials said the aim was to dis-
suade day-trippers from visiting
at peak times, in a bid to ease the
pressure on beleaguered resi-
dents forced to share the fragile
Italian city’s limited space and
public resources.

So, did the fee work?

“We are convinced that we
limited some peaks,” said Luigi
Brugnaro, Venice’s mayor, who
called the experiment a “great
success.” But at a news confer-
ence Friday, city officials con-
ceded that a more thorough

analysis of the data was neces-
sary before it could definitively
be said that the objective had
been realized in this test phase.

City officials had singled out
29 peak dates from April through
the middle of this month —
mostly national holidays and
weekends — when single-day
travelers arriving in Venice be-
tween 8:30 am and 4pm were
required to pay the 5 euro fee.

Over the course of the period,
the entrance fee was paid 485,000
times, making the city 2.43 mil-
lion eurosricher, according to sta-
tistics presented. “Much more
thanwe expected,” Brugnaro said,
adding thatit had been estimated
that the city would collect about
700,000 euros.

But critics promptly called
the pilot project a bust. “They
brag that they raised a lot of
money with this contribution,
but that shows the opposite,”
said Giovanni Andrea Martini, an
opposition City Council member,
referring to day-tripper traffic. “If
you made that much, it means
you can’t controlit. “It’s evidence
of a failure,” he said.

City officials said Friday that
comparisons of visitor numbers
with previous years was difficult,
because there was no comparable
data. They said a complete report
will be made public in the fall.

Martini said that city officials
had access to comparable cell-
phone data of people arriving in
the city in prior years, and that the

Visitors outside the train station, waiting for inspectors to
verify payment of the entry fee, in June. NYT

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

available data showed that more
people had come to Venice this
year on peak days, regardless of
the fee. “They have all the num-
bers, all of them — they can’t hide,”
he said. Another critic, Franco
Migliorini, an architect who re-
searches overtourism, said 5 eu-
roswas too little to “stop anyone.”

“Just about everything in
Venice costs more than 5 euros,
practically even a coffee,”
Migliorini said.

Veniceis one of dozens of cities
in Europe, and around the world,
grappling with a glut of tourists,
and growing frustrations among
locals thisyearled some residents
of Barcelona, Spain, to take to the
streets and squirt tourists eating al
fresco with water guns.

The wear and tear of mass
tourism has been especially felt
in Venice, a collection of islands
crisscrossed with canals, which
is also threatened by climate
change and rising seas. Last year,
UNESCO, the United Nations’
culture agency, recommended
that the city be put on the list of
its endangered World Heritage
Sites, citing mass tourism as a
principal concern, though Venice
stayed off the “in danger” list af-
ter the access fee was approved.

Officials had warned that
transgressors faced steep fines,
but a city spokesperson said
Friday that none had been is-
sued. Critics said that fines could
have been challenged in court,
so the city tread lightly.

So, will the program con-
tinue? Only after the data has
been further examined will city
officials decide whether to in-
crease the number of days in
which the fee would be levied
next year, or to raise the cost,
which could double on some
days, said Brugnaro, the mayor.

Looking at one graph,
Brugnaro said that compared with
the first weeks, there was a clear
decrease in the number of people
who paid an entrance fee on peak
daysduring the final daysitwasin
effect. “That means something is
there,” he said. Martini disagreed.
“All it means is that there were
fewer people paying the fee, be-
cause they knew no one was be-
ing fined,” he said. NYT
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PATENT APPROVALS TO FOREIGN ENTITIES AMONG HIGHEST IN WORLD

Indian patent applicants lead in FY24,
foreigners dominate final clearances

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

DRIVEN BY increased applica-
tions in sectors such as chemi-
cals, pharma, computer science
and information technology, do-
mestic patent applications in
FY24 have for the first time out-
paced foreign applicants, even
though foreign entities maintain
a dominant share of patents
granted in India, at nearly two-
thirds of the overall applications
cleared, an analysis of Indian
patent data has shown.
Patentapprovals, an indicator
of research and development
(R&D) activity by companies and
firms, continue to be skewed in
favour of foreign entities with
global IT majors such as
Qualcomm Inc, Samsung
Electronic, Huawei Technologies
and Apple taking top spots, edg-
ing out Indian companies,
Controller General of Patents,
Designs & TradeMarks (CGPDTM)
data showed. The skew in final
patents granted too has nar-
rowed, though foreign entities
stillaccount for over 70 per cent of
the final patent clearances.
Trade policy experts said that
the wide gap between domestic
and foreign patent holders re-
flects the inefficiencies in India’s
R&D capabilities that are ex-
ploited by foreign companies of-
ten by pre-empting entry of po-
tential domestic competition in
the fast-growing Indian con-
sumer market. Lower R&D activ-
ity, economists said, results from
weak private investments and
stagnant government spending,.
This has resulted in Indian manu-
facturing depending on imported
machinery, parts, and foreign
technicians to fulfil export orders.

Foreign patents in India
among highest globally

Global comparisons bear this
out. Patents approved for non-
resident Indians and entities
stood at 74.46 per cent in 2022,
whichisamong the highestin any
major economy globally. The

— BRIEFLY —

Vedanta bags
two critical

mineral blocks

New Delhi: Vedanta Ltd on
Sunday said thatit has bagged
two critical mineral blocks
which were put on sale. The
blocks are in Karnataka and
Bihar, the company said inafil-
ing to the BSE. “The company
hasbeendeclared as preferred
bidder’ for the Gollarahatti-
Mallenahalli Nickel Chromium
and PGE Block and Genjana
Nickel, Chromium and PGE
Block,” the filing said. PTI

No shortage of
coal for power
sector: Minister

New Delhi: Union Minister for
Coal and Mines G Kishan
Reddy said there is “no short-
age” of coal for the power
sector and the Centre will en-
sure adequate supply of the
dry fuel to meet demand.
“We are supplying coal to all
thermal power plants. We
have requested plants based
on imported coal to switch
their technology to utilise do-
mestic fuel. There is no short-
age of coal in the country,”
Reddy, said. PTI

Hero MotoCorp
plans affordable
EVsthisfiscal

New Delhi: Hero MotoCorp is
looking to roll out affordable
models in the current fiscal, ac-
cording to CEO Niranjan
Gupta. Addressing sharehold-
ers in the company’s Annual
Report for 2023-24, Gupta said
the two-wheeler major has a
roadmap to scale its electric
vehicle business rapidly. The
company will be launching
products in the mid-and af-
fordable segments this fiscal,
Gupta said. PTI

PATENT APPLICATIONS ININDIA

PATENT APPROVALS BY INDIA

Q

India.m Foreign % of foreign Indian Foreign | % of foreigners \

applicants| applicants | applicants _patentee | patentee holding patents ._° @
2022-23 | 43301 | 39519 47% 202223 | 9239 | 24895 72% —_
2021-22 | 29508 | 36932 | 55% 02122| 6397 | 2367 | 8% | -
202021 | 24326 | 34167 58% 2020-21 | 5629 | 22756 80% | /
2019-20 | 20843 | 35625 63% 201920 | 4003 | 20933 83% | I,! F)
2018-19 | 17005 | 33,654 66% 2018-19 | 2511 | 12,772 83%

Source: Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade Marks (CGPDTM)
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World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) data
showed that the comparable
number in the case of China stood
at 12.87 per cent. Notably, India
has a trade deficit with 8 out of
the top 10 trade partners. India’s
imports in FY24 from China alone
crossed $100 billion.

WIPO data showed that the
countries with high spending on
R&D had a lower share of foreign
patentapprovals. For instance, the
share was aslow as 22.98 per cent
for Japan and 26.61 per cent for
the Republic of Korea. Japanese
and Korean products also hold a
dominant positioninsmartphone
and automobile sales in India.

The foreign domination in
patent approvals in the European
Patent Office stood at 54.83 per
cent, Germany at 40.97 per cent
and theUS at 56.11 per cent.India
is thefifthlargesteconomyin the
world as per gross domestic prod-
uct(GDP)dataafter the US, China,
Germany and Japan and aims to
become the third largest econ-
omy in the next 5 years. Experts
pointed out that the rise in foreign
patents in India has been fueled
by Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) and Paris Convention for
the Protection of Industrial
Property, which is a source of 90
per cent of the patents filed by
foreign entities.

“India had no compulsion to
join PCT in 1998 but India joined
the treaty. Around 142 countries
are members of PCT and it pro-
vides great ease for a multina-
tional company to file patents in

multiple countries simultane-
ously. MNCs target big markets
for expansion and India opened
the floodgates by joining PCT,”
KM Gopakumar, legal advisor,
Third World Network said.

Domestic patent
applications rising

Domestic patent applications,
however, have been steadily in-
creasing since FY19, bridging the
wide gap between domestic and
foreign applicants. The patent ap-
plication of residents in the total
request to the patent office rose
from 34 per centin FY19to 53 per
centinFY24, as per datareleased
by the Office of the CGPDTM.

However, rising applications
have not yet translated into ap-
provals as foreigners’ share in to-
tal patent approval continues to
be above 70 per cent for nearly a
decade. Experts said that one of
the key reasons has been the
quality of patent applications as
well as the patent ecosystem in
the country.

Gopakumar said that the qual-
ity of patent approval considered
sacred in economies driven by re-
search and innovation suffers
from a lower number of patent
examiners in the country. The
number of full-time equivalent
(FTE) examiners in India as per
WIPO stands at 597 who ap-
proved over 1 lakh patents last
year. Whereas, the EU has de-
ployed 3,982 examiners,
Germany 821 and the US over
8,000 examiners. “In 2022 India
was 6th worldwide in terms of

patent grants wherein a total of
30,490 patents were granted,
with 72 per cent awarded to non-
residents. It is noteworthy that this
trend is reflective of the fact that
patents often come with a built-
in time lag due to various proce-
dural timeliness. In simpler words,
patents granted today often stem
from applications filed 4-5 years
prior,” a government official said.
“Until half a decade ago for-
eign entities dominated the
patentfilingsinIndialeadingtoa
majority of grants going to them.
This trend witnessed a dynamic
shift since 2020.In the 2022-2023
period, total patent filings by res-
idents was around 53 per cent
whereas in 2023-24 this figure in-
creased to 55 per cent and this
shiftis likely to be reflected in fu-
ture patent grants, depending on
the merit of their application as
per patentability according to
Indian Patent Act 1970 as
amended,” the official said.

Stagnation in India’s
R&D spending

India’s spending on research
and development as a percentage
of GDP has stagnated over the
years.R&D spending as a percent-
age of GDP is lower than the lev-
els of 0.83 per cent seen in 2008,
the highest in the last two
decades. The comparable num-
ber has slipped by 0.65 per cent
in 2022 as per World Bank data.
This is much lower than the
global average of 2.62 per cent.

Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) professor Biswajit Dhar said

that India’s R&D intensity has
stagnated over the years and does
not augur well for the industrial
growth which is highly depend-
ent on Chinese imports. “One of
the reasons for China’s manufac-
turing success was innovation
which complemented its capac-
ity building. Foreign firms corner-
ing a big chunk of patents would
notonly increase India’s tech de-
pendence but also increase for-
eign exchange outgo,” Dhar
added. Notably, New Delhi’s R&D
spending is lower than the top
economies which are also the
biggest source of patent applica-
tions in India. While neighbour-
ing China spends 2.43 per cent of
its GDP, for South Korea it stands
at 4.93 per cent. In Thailand the
number stands at 1.21 per cent,
European Union 2.21 per centand
the United States 3.46 per cent.
India’s former chief statistician
TCA Anant said that lower R&D
spending is also areflection of the
weaker private investment cli-
mate in the country.

“As far as companies are con-
cerned, corporate investments
are also low right now. Patents
will come down the cycle, once
corporate investments are high
then R&D investments will pick
up. But initially, companies will
try to expand capacity with read-
ily available technology. Research
is a long-term investment. We
were close to China in the 1980s
but since then we have lost
ground to China. Chinese univer-
sities have ramped up research,”
Anant said.

General insurers report lower growth in
premium underwritten in first quarter

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JULY 21

THE OVERALL growth in pre-
mium underwritten by general
insurance companies declined
during the quarter ended June of
FY25 in the wake of the lower
growth rate in the motor and
health segments.

The growth in premium un-
derwritten declined to 13.33 per
centatRs 72,758 croreinthe June
quarter of FY25 as against a
growth of 17.88 per cent (Rs
64,198 crore) in June quarter of
FY23 and 22.15 per cent growthin
the same period of FY22, accord-
ing to data from the General
Insurance Council, the apex body
of general insurance companies
in India. The growth in premium
underwrittenin the healthinsur-
ance segment fell to 16.58 per cent
at Rs 29,915 crore during June

2024 as against the growth of
20.75 (Rs 25,660 crore) in FY23
and 21.77 per centin the same pe-
riod of FY22. On the other hand,
motor premium showed a lower
growth of 11.95 per cent at Rs
21,348 crore during the June quar-
ter this fiscal as against a growth
0f20.93 per cent (Rs 19,069 crore)
in the same quarter of FY23 and
26.32 per centin FY22, according
to GI Council data.

New India Assurance, the
largest general insurer, reported
a 2.82 per cent growth in pre-
mium underwrittenatRs 10,670
crore during the June quarter of
FY25 as against a growth of 8.66
per cent in the same period of
FY24. In the health segment,
standalone insurers reported a
24.95 per cent growth in pre-
mium toRs 8,318 crore during the
latest quarter.

“India, being one of the fastest-
growing insurance markets, still

Lowergrowth
ratein motor
and health

@ segments

EXPLAINED

IN THE wake of the lower
growth rate in motor and
health segments, growth
in premium underwritten
declined to 13.33 per cent
atRs 72,758 crorein the
June quarter of FY25.In
June 2024, however, the
general insurance sector
received a major relief
amounting to over Rs
18,000 crore with the GST
Council dropping demand
for GST oninsurers.

hasarelatively low insurance pen-
etration rate of 4 per cent of its
GDP, leaving a sizable gap. This gap
is largely due to a lack of aware-

ness and accessibility of insurance
and its critical role in financial sta-
bility during unforeseen inci-
dents,” said the CEO of an in-
surtech firm. The industry’s
demand will be sustained by ro-
bust growth in the health seg-
ment as well as in the motor seg-
ment. Additionally, competitionis
slated to rise especially in the
health segments as new compa-
nies have commenced operations
while others continue tobeinline
to enter the segment, said a
CareEdge Ratings report.

The report estimated that the
Indian non-life insurance market
will grow at a rate of approxi-
mately 13-15 per cent in the
medium term. The overall busi-
ness growth would be supported
by macroeconomic factors, a
favourable regulatory environ-
ment and the Bima Trinity, it said.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

MARKET WATCH
MCcAP OF 8 OF TOP-10 VALUED COS JUMPS

The combined market valuation of eight of the top-10 most valued
firms jumped Rs 2,10,330.26 crore in a holiday-shorted last week, with
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and Life Insurance Corporation of
India emerging as the biggest gainers.
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‘Critical mineral processing:
Need US pact to make Indian
products IRA-compliant’

EPSILON ADVANCED Materials, a
Mumbai-based company that
manufactures graphite anodes, is
akey playerin the electric vehicle
(EV) battery supply chain.
Graphite is a critical mineral and
acrucial componentinalithium-
ion battery, serving as the anode.
Epsilon has a manufacturing facil-
ity in Bellary, Karnataka, which
aims to produce 100,000 tonnes
per annum by 2030. It also has op-
erations in North Carolina, US,and
Vassa, Finland, alongside a cath-
ode material technology centrein
Moosburg, Germany.Ina conver-
sation with AGGAM WALIA,
VIKRAM HANDA, Managing
Director of Epsilon, discussed
challenges around battery-grade
graphite manufacturing in India,
the importance of bilateral critical
minerals agreements, and strate-
gies forenhancing the sustainabil-
ity of graphite production.

Whatis the distinction
between natural and synthetic
graphite in terms of use-case
properties?

Both synthetic and natural
graphite have different properties
and end applications. Natural
graphite is made from flake
graphite from the earth, with cer-
tain restrictions in properties and
crystalline structure.

Synthetic graphite is carbon
converted into graphite at about
3,000 degrees, which usually
gives you higher performance.
High-end EVs use synthetic
graphite, while energy storage of-
ten uses natural graphite, which
is about 30 per cent cheaper.

Customers blend natural and
synthetic graphite to balance cost
and performance, with ratios like
50/50 or 60/40, depending on
their proprietary know-how. The
market outside Chinais tilting to-
wards synthetic graphite for
high-performance EV battery
materials.

There have been recent
attempts to auction graphite
blocks for exploration. What
will it take to develop graphite
miningin India?

India’s mines are primarily de-
veloped for thermal coal, iron ore,
or bauxite. Graphite minesinIndia
serve processors like us, not cell
factories or EVs directly. African
graphite often goes to China for
processing before reaching cell
factories. To develop critical min-
eral mines in India, we need to
promote the processing industry.
There’s alack of focus on process-
ing, where China leads. Europe
and the US are addressing this, but
India should do more.

Current graphite mines in
India are small, between half a
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million tonnes to one million
tonnes, but battery production re-
quires large, stable supply chains.

We need 50-100 million
tonnes mines to give supply visi-
bility over 10-20 years. There’s a
mismatch where the processing
industry is not developing and at
the same time no investments are
going into big mines.

What kind of a policy
intervention canbe made to
promote domestic processing
of critical minerals like
graphite?

We’re pushing for a critical
minerals agreement, similar to the
US-Japan agreement, which
would make Indian products com-
pliantwith the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA). It will benefit India be-
cause the whole raw material
ecosystem, technology, capital,
and investments into mines will
come in on its own. It also won't
cost the government anything —
it's not a subsidy scheme.

You are essentially giving ac-
cess to the US market, which is
much more mature. If I talk to an
American company and ask,
“Would you rather invest in
Canada, withwhich theUShasan
FTA, or India to make battery ma-
terial?”, they would ratherdoitin
India because of the ecosystem
and the costtobuild, whichis very
highin North America.'mhoping
that in the next few months, this
opportunity gets more attention.

Coal tar from conventional
steel productionis used to
produce synthetic graphite.
With the market increasingly
looking at green steel

manufacturing, whatis your
outlook on the availability of
coal tar?

Globally, coal taris becominga
dying commodity due to steel de-
carbonisation, with countries like
China and Japan moving to elec-
tric arc furnace manufacturing.

However, India’s steel produc-
tion needs to grow from 130 mil-
lion to 300 million tonnes in 7-10
years. The only way to take those
big leaps is blast furnace technol-
ogy. That's where India offers this
unique opportunity for coal tar
availability. We're also exploring
other feedstocks as well, includ-
ing qualifying petroleum sources
in Europe and North America to
localise supply chains as we ex-
pand globally. Over there, raw ma-
terial won’t be coal tar-based, it
will be petroleum-based.

How can the synthetic graphite
supply chain for lithium-ion
batteries be made more
sustainable and circular?

There’s a perception that mak-
ing battery materials or graphite
is polluting, but with the right
technology and sustainability fo-
cus, it's possible to mitigate this.

We use a lot of power in our
process to produce graphite and
itis 90 per cent renewable power
inIndia, resultingina carbon foot-
print thatis 70 per cent lower than
the same product made in China.

InFinland, it's even lower. The
power source is crucial in deter-
mining environmental impact.
Can this become a totally circular
recycled industry? We believe it
still has along way to go.

Unlike lithium or nickel,
which are easier to recover and
process back into sulphates to
put into a cathode, graphite is a
unique product as it degenerates
ina battery over time. It is possi-
ble to bring it back to life and we
are working on blending recy-
cled graphite with virgin
graphite, but these technologies
are still maturing.

The EV transition in India has
been bumpy off late. As akey
player in the battery supply
chain, where doyou see the
market going from here?
While we all talk about EVsin
India and transition is happening
sometimes slower, sometimes
faster, I think we should really fo-
cus on the energy storage system
(ESS) market because that transi-
tion is much more mature and
happeningata much faster speed.
Renewable capacityis growing re-
ally fast and a lot of that needs
storage- that’s the low hanging
fruitin India
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

FPIs invest 30,772 crore in
Indian equities in July so far

New Delhi: Foreign investors in-
jected Rs 30,772 crore into Indian
equities so far this month, driven
by hopes of continued policy re-
forms, sustained economic
growth and a better-than-ex-
pected earnings season.
Additionally, the anticipation
of a reform-oriented budget has
also lifted investor sentiment,
Himanshu Srivastava, associate

director - manager research at
Morningstar Investment Research
India, said. Going forward, if the
recent trend of weakness in dol-
lar and bond yields persists, FPIs
are likely to continue their buying
in the market, VK Vijayakumar,
chief investment strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
According to the data with
the depositories, Foreign

Airbus assessing 8 sites for HI25 helicopter India assembly unit

SUKALP SHARMA
MARIGNANE (FRANCE), JULY 21

THE LOCATION of the planned fi-
nal assembly line (FAL) to manu-
facture European aerospace ma-
jor Airbus’s best-selling civil
helicopter H125 in India is ex-
pected tobe finalised shortly with
eight potential sites under active
consideration, top Airbus Helicop-
ters officials said. The FAL — the
first in the private sector in India
and expected to be commissioned
in 2026 — will be set up by Airbus
Helicopters in partnership with
Tata Advanced Systems Ltd (TASL).

“We haveidentified eight sites,
which we are currently assessing
... we are still in the final assess-
ment stage, but stay tuned, we
should be in a position to an-
nounce shortly,” Olivier Michalon,
Executive Vice President Global
Business of Airbus Helicopters,
told reporters at the Airbus
Helicopters headquarters in

Marignane on the outskirts of the
French city of Marseille.

While Michalon declined to
name any of the sites under con-
sideration, he said that the final de-
cision would be made based on a
host of considerations, including
attractiveness for employees, and
suitability in terms of industrial ac-
tivity, logistics, and regulations.
Airbus expects the ground-break-
ing ceremony for the H125 India
FAL to be held around October-
November this year. The first
Made-in-India H125 helicopter is
expected toroll out before theend
of 2026. The FAL was announced
onIndia’s Republic Day earlier this
year in conjunction with the state
visit of the French President
Emmanuel Macron to India. This
is the second aircraft FALbeing set
up by Airbus and TASL, with the
twomajorsalready in the process
of setting up the C295 military air-
craft FALin Vadodara.

The India FALwill be the fourth
production unit for the single-en-

E

An Airbus H125 helicopter under production in Marignane,

France.

Sukalp Sharma

gine H125 helicopter with an ini-
tial annual production capacity of
10 helicopters. Currently, Airbus
manufactures the H125 at its hel-
icopters headquarters in Marig-
nane, and in the US and Brazil.
Airbus officials did not comment
oninvestment figures and other fi-
nancial details of the project.
According to top Airbus Helicop-
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ters officials, the India FAL's capac-
ity could be ramped up contingent
upon growth in demand in India
and the broader south Asian re-
gion over the coming years. “I
know 10 doesn’t sound like a lot,
but starting from scratch, it is not
negligible. It could very well be 20,
30, or 50 in some years, depend-
ing on the market demand,”

Michalon said. Civil helicopter use
inIndia lags many other countries
where choppers areroutinely used
for a number of purposes. India’s
massive population and notable
economic growth make it an at-
tractive potential market for in-
creased civil helicopter use. Airbus
expects the H125 production in
India to “catalyse” the use of heli-
copters in the country.

“We have the flexibility to
ramp up how we want it, and we
will be working with our partner
Tatainthis case.Buttheideaatthe
end of the day is to meet the de-
mand in the region from this FAL.
And as the demand picks up, we
canramp up,” said Sunny Guglani,
Head of Airbus Helicopters South
Asia. As per Airbus, the projected
demand for H125 class of helicop-
ters in India and neighbouring
countries — Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and the
Maldives — is pegged at 500 heli-
copters over the next 20 years,
with India likely to account for a

“large majority” of the incremen-
tal demand. Currently, the region
hasaround 350 civil and para-pub-
lic helicopters, of which around
250 are in India. According to
Guglani, Airbus Helicopters has a
market share of 40 per centin the
regionin civiland para-public hel-
icopters. “We have approximately
140 Airbus Helicopters in the re-
gion,and out of those 140, 100 hel-
icopters of Airbus are in India
alone, majority of which are the
H125/H130single-engine class of
helicopters,” Guglani said. US-
based helicopter manufacturer
Bell is seen as Airbus’s closest ri-
valin the Indian market.
Michalon described the cur-
rent civil and para-public helicop-
ter market in India as “embryonic”
and significantly smaller than its
potential, which was a key driver
for Airbus Helicopters to take abet
on India for the planned FAL.
(The correspondent was in
Marignane, France at the invitation

of Airbus)
|

Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have
made a net inflow of Rs 30,772
crore in equities this month (till
July 19). This came following an
inflow of Rs 26,565 crore in equi-
ties in the entire June driven by
political stability and the sharp
rebound in markets. Before that,
FPIs withdrew Rs 25,586 crore in
May on poll jitters and over Rs
8,700 crore in April. PTI

UK Foreign
Secy’s visit
set to revive
trade talks

London: The renewed parame-
ters of the India-UK free trade
agreement negotiations are set
to be defined this week as UK
Foreign Secretary David Lammy
is expected in India on Tuesday,
the first high-profile visit under
the newly elected Labour gov-
ernment in Britain.

The free trade agreement
(FTA) talks began in January
2022, under the then
Conservative government, with
atarget to significantly boost the
GBP 38.1 billion a year bilateral
trading partnership.

Areportin The Daily Telegraph
quoted a New Delhi source to
claim India would seek clarity on
whether the Labour government
intends to pick thingsup.  PTI
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Amitabh Sinha: In Why We Die (Hachette
India/Hodder & Stoughton) you discuss
the processes that go on inside our bodies
when we age and die. Why do you think
it's necessary for people to know this?

[don’t think people need to know. You can
sail through life without actually knowing
what happens. Butit’s been an existential ques-
tion. Humanity has wondered about why we
age and die ever since we became aware of
mortality. We may be the only species that is
aware of mortality. If you look at religions, for
example, they all have different ways of deal-
ing with death. People have also tried to
figure out how to extend life and stay healthy.

The thing that has changed in the last few
decadesis that molecular biology is coming up
with real scientific answers to the question of
why we age. What happens as we age? What
are the causes? What sends you over the edge
into death? I thought this was a good time to
take stock of what's going on.

Amitabh Sinha: You talk about extending
life spans further but stop short of saying
howlong could thatbe possible. What is
the limit we know we can live up to — 150
to200years?

The oldest person on record to have lived
is a French woman named Jeanne Calment,
who passed away in 1997 at the age of 122.
There have been a couple of people who've
lived to be 119 years. Somewhere between 115
to 120 years seems to be the limit of current
longevity in humans. Whether this natural
limit can be exceeded is a
matter of debate. No phys-
ical or chemical law says it

ONLESSONS FROM COVID

can’t be exceeded because
there are species that live
to be 300 or 400 years old,
such as certain kinds of
whales and sharks. There
are giant tortoises that live
tobe almost 200 years old.
But whether we can alter
our natural biology to live
beyond that s stillan open
question, and it would
require some fundamental
breakthroughs in slowing
downorreversing the age-
ing process.

AmitabhSinha: A
significant increase in
average life expectancy
would mean arise in global population,
isn’'tit?

It is not a given that if you increase life
expectancy, you're going to have population
increase. If you look at history, when there were
big advancesin health, for example, the inven-
tion of fertilisers allowing greater food supply,
and the discovery of antibiotics and vaccines,
all of those increased our life expectancy. The
population did go up but thenit stabilised ata
higher level because birth rates fell. Inevitably,
this is what happens.

Today;, fertility rates are dropping all over
the world. Japan, in the last few decades, has
increased its overall life expectancy, yet its
population is not going up.

However, if it doesn’t go up, then the flip
side is that you will have a very long time be-
tween generations because fertility rates will
go down, people will have fewer children, and
the same people will live for a long time, and
the replacement will be slower. That could lead
to a stagnant society.

Leena Misra: How do scientists
prioritise research areas? How do they
decide whether they should be trying to
increase life expectancy or working to
eliminate diseases?

Research priorities are typically deter-
mined by two things. One s, what s possible?
Where can you make meaningful advances?
And, secondly, what are the priorities of gov-
ernments and funding agencies? Ideally, it is
not the job of governments and funding agen-
cies to tell scientists how to do their job. They're
not really qualified to do that. But they're the
ones running the government. Often, they're
the ones who've been elected by the people.
So, itis their right to say that our top priority is
to solve the food security problem, or sustain-
able energy, or cancer, infectious disease or
childhood diarrhoea. They may tell scientists
these are the areas and you tell us how to ad-
dress these problems. And scientists have to
figure out ways todoit.

The reason that ageing research is becom-
ing better-funded now is that societies are fac-
ing an older population and nobody wants
them to live in misery. They also don’t want
them to be a burden on the rest of society.

Amitabh Sinha: One of the diseases that
makes repeated mentions in your book is
cancer. What makes cancer suchan
intractable disease?

Cancer and ageing are closely related.
Many things that cause us to age may have
evolved as mechanisms to prevent cancer early
inlife so that we're able to grow and reproduce
because evolution doesn’t care too much
about what happens toyou after you've grown
up and reproduced. It doesn’t select longevity
because it selects for the propagation of
genes, for the survival of genes or what's
called fitness.

There have been tremendous advances in
cancer. Some cancers, which used tobeadeath
sentence, are now highly treatable.
Occasionally, in many cases, it’s still a terrible
disease. The reasonit’s difficultis two-fold. One
is that canceris not a single disease. It may have
a single root cause, which is a deregulation of
our genetic programme and the programme
of the cell. So, the cell becomes deregulated,
it then proliferates without control, takes over
organs and tissues, and eventually kills the in-
dividual. But that root cause can manifest it-
self in many ways. So, that’s why we have all
these many different types of cancer.
It's a disease of our own cells. It’s not like
a foreign organism, like a bacterium, that you
can use differences between that organismand

THEREAREALOT OF
LESSONS THATWE'VE
HOPEFULLY LEARNT, BUT|
HAVE A FEELING THAT
GOVERNMENTS TEND
TODEPRIORITISE THIS
SORT OF PREPAREDNESS
BECAUSE IT COSTS MONEY
TOCONTINUALLY
BE PREPARED
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VENKI RAMAKRISHNAN
MOLECULAR BIOLOGIST

WHY VENKIRAMAKRISHNAN

British-American molecular biologist of Indian origin, Venki Ramakrishnan shared the 2009 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry forresearch on the structure and function of ribosomes. His recent book, Why We Die, discusses our
understanding of the molecular pathways of death and ageing. As the former president of the Royal Society,
he has contributed significantly to scientific and academic cooperation between different countries
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tion of these entities free of politics and be
really independent. Governments elected by
the people are the ones who have the right to
set overall goals. The overall goal has to be
broad, whether it’s improving agriculture,
drought resistance, diseases, sustainable en-
ergy, whateveritis.

It’s then up to scientists to try to implement
that. There’s a back-and-forth because govern-
ments may say we want to cure this disease.
Scientists will say, okay, but then we need to
understand the fundamental biology of this
disease. So we have to do some fundamental
biology first, then we can start understanding
how this disease works. Both sides have to re-
spect each other. Scientists also can’t say we
want to just do what we want because they're
being funded by taxpayers.

Gopal B Kateshiya: We have a lot of
caregivers from Gujarat going to other
countries to take care of the elderly there.
Given your research, what do you think
are the learnings?

Ifwe have anincreasing fraction of old peo-
ple and all of them are dependent and require
care and you're also not having a great supply
of younger people to take care of them, that’s
going to be a real problem for society.
Economically, there’s a cost as well.

Soif people are living longer, the only solu-
tionis to make sure that they can stay healthy
and independent for a very large fraction of
their lives so that they don’t require care. The
number of years that they require care ideally
should be minimised. This
could happen if there’s a
natural limit to our lifes-

YOU SHOULD HAVEA
CERTAIN FRACTION OF
PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING
INTO FUNDAMENTAL
SCIENCEAND
MATHEMATICS... THE
ADMINISTRATION OF
THESE ENTITIES SHOULD
BE FREE OF POLITICS AND
BE INDEPENDENT

pan. But if you increase
health span, which is a
fraction of years thatyou're
living healthily, the num-
ber of years that you re-
quire care can actually di-
minish. That’s the only way
that this will work. If you
simply extend lifespanand
then have abunch of older
people needing care, that’s
not going to work. That is
to some extent the
situation today. The UK is
full of caregivers from
placeslike India, operating
the care homes for older
people here.

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey

‘Many tings that cause
ageing may have evolved as
mechanisms to prevent cancer’

India-born Nobel Prize-winning molecular biologist Venki Ramakrishnan on the genetic basis of ageing,
gene therapy, how scientists prioritise research areas and learnings from the Covid pandemic.
This Idea Exchange was moderated by Amitabh Sinha, Deputy Editor, The Indian Express

us to selectively kill the organism, like
with antibiotics.

Ageing s the same problem. Ageingis really
when our own cells become deregulated in
some way. The programme is not working as
efficiently as it was when we were younger. So
that's a hard problem as well. It’s also due to
multiple causes. There’s DNA damage, there’s
damage to our cellular components and our
proteins and the way cells communicate with
each other, the way things are modified, like
our immune system. Maybe the underlying
cause is still a breakdown in the genetic pro-
gramme, but it has different manifestations
andit’s our own cells.In that sense, they’re sim-
ilar and that’s why they're both hard to tackle.

Anuradha Mascarenhas: What about
the efficacy of therapeutics, especially
gene therapy, in ageing or cancer? How
promising is research in this area?

Gene therapy is most effective for diseases
where a defect in a single gene causes a
disease. It is not particularly useful for things
like cancer and ageing because although
there may be a genetic component, it's much
more complex.

When theylook at the genetic component
of ageing, the heritability of ageing is only about
25 per cent. There are multiple causes. Some of
it is simply random, what you call stochastic
damage to our genes. Just because it damages
your genes doesn’'t mean it’s genetic in origin.
It’s not something you inherit. This damage is
random and accumulates. There are some
genes which are over-represented in centenar-
ians, forexample. Butit doesn’t mean thatyou

can modify human beings to
have that gene because that
gene may be serving different
purposes inold age compared to
when you're younger.
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Manraj Grewal Sharma: Is
there away we can forecasta
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anxiety is higher in the
middle age group and recedes
asone grows older?

Ihave not heard of that. What
Ido know is that the general dis-
satisfaction with life peaks when
you're in your 40s and early 50s.
So, there’s a sort of U-curve, with

.

person’s lifespan from his people happier when they're
genes, his molecular health e veryyoung. There’sasort of gen-
andsoon? Venkj eral dissatisfaction around 40. As

There definitely is a genetic you get past 55-60, you feel okay

that people can sequence your
genome and tell you how long
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component. Butit’s not clear "

again. What people have ex-
~ plained is that at 40 you realise
you've sort of ended up where

ONINCREASING LIFE EXPECTANCY

IF PEOPLE ARE LIVING LONGER, THE ONLY SOLUTION IS TO MAKE SURE
THATTHEY CAN STAY HEALTHY AND INDEPENDENT FOR A LARGE
FRACTION OF THEIR LIVES SO THAT THEY DON'T REQUIRE CARE. THE
NUMBER OF YEARS THAT THEY REQUIRE CARE SHOULD BE MINIMISED

you're going to live. I don’t think we’re any-
where near that. 'm not even sure that will
ever happen. Because there are so many other
variables, like your lifestyle, environment,
the circumstances of your birth, the circum-
stances of your mother when she was carry-
ingyouin the utero. All of those things count to
your life potential.

Sunanda Mehta: Isit true that death

you're going to be. You know that some of the
dreams of your youth are no longer achievable.
Sometimes that’s hard to reconcile with. By the
time you're 60, you sort of accept it and are
happy again. That's the explanation I've seen.

Harish Damodaran: Iwas looking at the
nightmarish situation where there are too
many old people. The pension bill will
mount because there are fewer people to
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work and more people to be taken care of.

[ think this is one of the reasons why gov-
ernments in developed countries are so inter-
ested in ageing research... One way to solve this
problem, whichis good for old people as well,
is to ensure their good health, so that they can
stay productive. They may notbe able todo the
same jobs that they did when they were
younger, but they can be productive in differ-
ent ways and contribute to the economy in
different ways.

Amitabh Sinha: There have been some
interventions in India in the last few years
to correct some of the structural problems
in scientific research. The establishment
of the National Research Foundation, for
example. Do you think these are steps in
theright direction?

Encouraging young Indians to go into sci-
ence is important because you cannot sustain
abase of either technology or medicine with-
out fundamental science. Even people who
want to be engineers have to know fundamen-
tal physics, chemistry and mathematics.

Besides, applications really come from
basic science. If you don’t have a base of scien-
tists who understand what's going on, even if
the discoveries are made elsewhere, youwon't
be able to exploit them on time and you will
always be catching up. From that point of view,
it's good for the government to think about
investing in science.

You should have a certain fraction of peo-
ple who are going into fundamental science
and mathematics. The exact mechanismis less
important than trying to keep the administra-

Amitabh Sinha: In this book, you have
discussed stem cell research and cloning
butyou haven’t discussed CRISPR
technology. Do you see that technology
playing arole in health research? Also,
what role can Al play in solving some of
the intractable problems in biology?

CRISPR is simply the current prevailing
form of gene therapy. It was not the first,and it’s
not going to be the last either. People may
discover other ways of doing gene therapy
that are actually an advance over CRISPR. For
example, there are already technologies
like prime editing, which allow you to do
gene editing.

Gene therapy is very good for correcting
individual genetic defects. For instance, single
gene defects that cause a disease, those are the
first points of call for technologies like CRISPR.
And CRISPR, of course, is a great research tool.
If you want to understand how a gene func-
tions, you canknockit out or replaceit,and you
candoalot of interesting biology with CRISPR.
It has a great potential for genetic defects and
diseases. Whether it will have any use atall in
ageing is not clear to me. Maybe, in the future,
if we understand more about the genetic basis
of ageing, there might be some potential use
of it, but it's not something immediate.

Amitabh Sinha: It's been two years since
we have come out of the Covid pandemic.
What are the lessons we have learnt in
terms of public health, the challenges that
itposed?

Ithink some countries have learnt lessons.
East Asian countries dealt with the early stages
of the pandemic better because they had expe-
rience with previous outbreaks like SARS. So
when the pandemic started, they very quickly
were able to implement testing and isolation,
use preventives like mask wearing and
social hygiene.

Countries differed very widely. New
Zealand, for example, didn’t have much of a
lockdown and, with very careful testing and
isolation, was able to contain the pandemicin
the early stages. Later, when the virus evolved
to become extremely contagious, it became
hard to contain. But the advantage of doing this
in the early stages is that it buys you enough
time to develop vaccines.

We're also understanding how you can
rapidly develop vaccines against potentially
new infectious diseases. With Covid, we were
somewhat lucky in that we knew what to
make vaccines against because it’s exactly the
same gene as SARS. It’s a spike protein and pre-
vious studies on SARS had shown that spike
proteinis the one that attaches to the receptor
on the cell and makes it infectious. If it was a
brand new virus, youwould have to figure that
out from scratch.

There are a lot of lessons that we’ve hope-
fully learnt, but I have a feeling that govern-
ments tend to deprioritise this sort of pre-
paredness because it costs money to
continually be prepared. You need to have sur-
veillance machinery in place. You have to have
PPE, masks, the preventive gear that people
use, especially in hospitals. You have to have
all the structuresin place in the community to
implement measures. All of that takes money
to maintain.

[liken it to an insurance policy. You might
say aninsurance policy is a waste of money be-
cause most of us aren’t going to have aflood or
afire, but we all buy insurance. Similarly, many
of us buy health insurance because even if
we’re young, we may want to get health insur-
ance. It's somethinglike that. You have to think
of this as some long-term investment for the
good of the country.
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ON THE government’s 100-day health
agenda is the countrywide rollout of U-WIN,
an online vaccine management portal for
childhood vaccination — similar to COWIN
used during the Covid-19 pandemic.

With digitised and individualised immu-
nisation records since birth, the government
hopes to identify and reach the small pro-
portion of children currently outside its vac-
cine net. The platform is already being pi-
loted in several states, and national
implementation is imminent.

What is U-WIN? How does it work
Children, up to the age of six years, and
pregnant mothers are registered on U-WIN
using government ID like Aadhaar, and their
mobile phone numbers. Upon registration,
records of all 25 shots given to a child —

and the two given to pregnant mothers — can
be added.

For this, the platform generates a check-
ered vaccination certificate that colour codes
all vaccines. After each shot is administered
(and recorded on U-WIN), its date gets added
to the card, which also shows the due date
for the next set of vaccines. The platform also
sends SMS reminders to parents before their
children are due for the next dose.

The digital vaccine certificate — which
can be downloaded by parents using their
registered mobile numbers — does away
with the need to maintain the physical vac-
cination booklet, and allows one to get vac-
cinated anywhere in the country. U-WIN it-
self can be used to locate the nearest
vaccination centre, and book an available slot.

As for health workers, the platform can
automatically generate a due-list of children
in their respective areas. Once the database
matures, U-WIN will allow the government
to study micro-trends across areas.

(L4 ¥.\1\130) SCIENCE

PREDICTING ROGUE WAVES

USINGAI

WHATANEW STUDY FOUND

ROGUE WAVES — unusually large waves
compared to ones which come before and
after — pose a threat to ships, coastal and
offshore infrastructure, and human lives.
Unfortunately, there has existed nomethod
to forecast rogue waves — until now.
Using billions of data points collected
by a network of 172 ocean buoys,
University of Maryland mathematicians
Thomas Breunung and Balakumar

Balachandran have trained an artificial
intelligence programme to distinguish
wave patterns that preceded rogue
waves, up to five minutes in advance.

Deadly surprises

In oceanography, sea state refers to
the condition of the surface of a large
body of water at a certain location, at a
certain point of time. The World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) sea
state code characterises sea state based
on wave height on a scale of 0 (no waves)
to 9 (waves over 14 m).

Rogue waves defy the average sea state,
and are twice the size of surrounding
waves, according to the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). Such waves often form when
swells — which occur not due to local
winds, but distant weather systems — con-
verge toraise a single,amplified wave. They
may also form when ocean currents com-
press swells to create strong billows.

While scientists have long known rogue
waves are not altogether unpredictable, the
lack of a real-time forecasting method has
had deadly consequences. According to
oceanographer E G Didenkulova, between
2011 and 2018, rogue waves killed at least
386 people and sank 24 ships (“Catalogue of
rogue waves occurred in the World Ocean
from 2011 to 2018 reported by mass media
sources”, 2020).

Promise of Al
Breunung and Balachandran consid-

Arogue wave moving away froma
ship after crashing into it. NOAA

ered 20-minute long samples recorded
by ocean buoys. For samples containing
rogue waves (as defined by NOAA), the
recording ends at the point when the
rogue waves occur. The rogue wave sam-
ples were then compared to all other
samples (in which rogue waves did not
occur) to train the Al programme.

This programme was subsequently
able to predict about 75% rogue waves one
minute in advance. Roughly 73% rogue
waves could be predicted five minutes in
advance. Crucially, the researchers demon-
strated that the tool could be used to pre-
dict the emergence of rogue waves near
two buoys at widely different depths not
included within the data sets used for train-
ing the Al — suggesting that the tool may
have universal predictive capabilities.

The accuracy and advance warning
time of the Al's forecasts could be further
improved by incorporating physical
quantities such as water depths, wind
speeds, and buoy locations, the re-
searchers said. Breunung hinted that har-
nessing more powerful Al architectures
alongside more data may even lead to
near-perfect predictions in the future.

The study, “Prediction of freak waves
from buoy measurements”, was
published on July 18 in the journal
Scientific Reports.
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ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE INTERNATIONAL Court of Justice (IC]),
the United Nations’ principal judicial organ,
said on July 19 that Israel’s occupation of the
West Bank and East Jerusalem violated in-
ternational law, and its presence in
Palestinian territories should come to an
end “as soon as possible”.

Israel has occupied the West Bank and
East Jerusalem since the Six-Day War in

1967. Prior to this, the territories were under

Jordanian control.

What constitutes an ‘occupation’?
Ininternational law, the most widely ac-

cepted definition of an occupation comes

from Article 42 of the “Hague Convention

(IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of
War on Land and its annex”,1907. It says that
a “territory is considered occupied when it

is actually placed under the authority of the
hostile army.” An occupation must only be

temporary,and cannot involve any transfer

of sovereignty to the occupying power.
Once aterritory has been seized, the oc-

cupying power has certain obligations vis-

a-vis persons within the occupied territory,

as spelled out in the 1907 Hague regula-
tions, and the Fourth Geneva Convention of
1949, which established international legal
standards for humanitarian treatment in
war. These obligations include providing
food and medical care to the population of
an occupied territory. They also prohibit the
occupying power from transfering its own
civilian population into the territory.

Why did IC] give its opinion on Israel’s
occupation?

In December 2022, the UN General
Assembly adopted aresolution seeking the
ICJ’s advisory opinion on the “legal conse-
quences arising from the policies and prac-
tices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem.”
Presented in the UNGA by Nicaragua, it
passed with 87 votes in favour, 26 against,
and 53 abstentions.

This came well before Israel’'s assault on
Gaza following the Hamas attacks of
October 7,2023.

What did the IC] opine?

The IC] assessed the legality of Israel’s
prolonged occupation, and examined its
settlement policy, whether it annexed
Palestinian territories, and Israel’s adoption

U-WIN also registers all births, the three
vaccines against polio, hepatitis B, and tuber-
culosis administered at birth, a child’s birth
weight, and any physical deformities ob-
served at birth. These data-points can be
utilised by other government programmes
as well — theideais to eventually connect all
digital records through ABHA (Ayushman
Bharat Health Account) ID.

U-WIN will also be linked
to the government’s existing
eVIN platform for inventory
management. eVIN tracks all
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How children win with U-WIN, govt’s new

to each freezer.

With U-WIN running on the same prin-
ciples, and using the same digital infrastruc-
ture as CoWIN, adoption should not be a
major challenge. An immunisation expert
who has previously worked with govern-
ment programmes said: “We already know
that the digital infrastructure needed to run
such a big programme exists
in the country. And most vac-
cinators have also worked
with a similar platform, mean-
ing they are likely to be com-

vaccine vials, from large cen-

tral stores to each vaccination site in the
country. It keeps track of the number of
doses used, the number of doses that go to
waste, and the number of open vials that
are submitted back by the sites, and is used
by sites to raise demands for vaccines.
eVIN also keeps track of, in real-time, the
temperature and humidity that a vial has
been subjected to using a sensor attached

fortable with it”.

How will U-WIN help with
immunisation?

There are a number of benefits that the
government foresees with U-WIN.

M Reminders that U-WIN will furnish to
parents are likely to improve compliance.

Bl U-WIN will ensure portability — chil-
dren who have received their first vaccines
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online vaccine portal

in one village/city can receive the rest of the
doses elsewhere in the country. This will be
especially useful to ensure that children of
migrant workers do not drop out.

M The portal might help reduce errors.
The aforementioned immunisation expert
said that the platform can act as a decision
support system. “If a health worker is about
to administer the wrong dose, or administer
the shot before time, the platform will not
allow them to update it, thereby alerting
them,” the expert said.

W U-WIN will provide granular, individu-
alised details of childhood immunisation
across the country. Dr Jayaprakash Muliyil,
epidemiologist and former principal of
Christian Medical College in Vellore, said that
currently, “vaccination data is maintained
only in terms of aggregate numbers and not
individuals”. This does not provide the full
picture as some children might end up get-
ting multiple doses while others remain un-
vaccinated. “The numbers cannot tell the dif-
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ference. But, if the portal has data for indi-
vidual children, they might,” Dr Muliyil said.

M Registration at birth may also help in
bringing down the number of “zero dose”
children — those who have not received any
vaccinations. In India, the coverage of the
first dose of diphtheria, pertussis, and
tetanus (DPT)-containing vaccine is taken
as the proxy for zero dose children. Recently
released data from the WHO and UNICEF
show that while 93% of children received
their first vaccine dose, there were still 1.6
million zero dose children in India in 2023.
The data also showed that 1.6 million chil-
dren missed their first measles-containing
vaccine in 2023, up from 1.1 million the pre-
vious year. This is concerning as in 2022,
five states — Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jharkhand, and Maharashtra — reported a
rise in the incidence of measles. A cen-
tralised database, especially in the long-
term, may facilitate better policy-making
and implementation.

The Governor’s iImmunity

The Supreme Court is set to review the Constitution’s Article 361, which grants Governors immunity from
criminal prosecution. What does the article say? How have the courts interpreted it over the years?

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE SUPREME Court on July 19 agreed to
hear a plea seeking to redefine the contours
of the constitutional immunity enjoyed by
the Governor of a state.

Article 361 of the Constitution shields the
President and Governor from criminal pros-
ecution, and bars any judicial scrutiny of their
actions. Given that the case could have sig-
nificant ramifications on the role of the con-
stitutional head of a state, the court also
asked Attorney General for India R
Venkataramani to weigh in.

Athree-judge Bench — comprising Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud, and Justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra — took up the
issue after a petition was moved by a con-
tractual woman employee of West Bengal
Raj Bhavan. She has alleged sexual harass-
ment by Governor CV Ananda Bose.

What is the immunity provided to
Governors, and why is it under scrutiny?

Constitutional immunity

Article 361 states that the President, or
the Governor of a state, “shall not be answer-
able to any court for the exercise and per-
formance of the powers and duties of his of-
fice or for any act done or purporting to be
done by himin the exercise and performance
of those powers and duties”, unless it is by
Parliament for impeachment from office.

The provision further says “no criminal
proceedings whatsoever shall be instituted
or continued”; “no process for the arrest or
imprisonment” can take place while the
President, or the Governor, holds office.

The interpretation of these phrases — in
Article 361(2) and 361(3) — “criminal pro-
ceedings” and “process for the arrest or im-
prisonment” is what is now before the SC.
The court will consider whether that process
covers aregistration of FIR, initiation of a pre-
liminary inquiry, or a magistrate taking cog-
nisance of an offence, which is the technical
start of a criminal case.

Inthe West Bengal case, the petitioner has
argued thatif none of the aforementioned ac-
tions can be taken against Governor Bose till
he demits office, it could lead to a violation of
rights, and impact the evidence in this case.

In its order, the SC said “the interpreta-
tion of clause (2) [of Article 361 ] arises for de-

of allegedly discriminatory measures. It
then appraised whether these affect the
right of the Palestinian people to self-deter-
mination. Here is what it said.

ON PROLONGED OCCUPATION

Since international law does not specify
any temporal limit for an occupation, the
ICJ noted that the legal status of an occupa-
tion cannot be determined by how long a
territory has been occupied. What does af-
fect the legality of the occupation, the court
said, is the occupying power’s
“policies and practices and the
manner in which they are im-
plemented and applied on the

GLOBAL

Governor of West Bengal CV Ananda Bose (centre) has been accused of sexual
harrassment by a woman employee of the Raj Bhavan. Partha Paul

termination, more particularly, when crim-
inal proceedings would be construed to have

r”

been ‘instituted’.

Origins of Governor’s immunity

The protection given to the President and
the Governor can be traced to the Latin
maxim rex non potest peccare or “the king
cando nowrong”, whichis rooted in English
legal traditions.

The Constituent Assembly discussed the
introduction of Article 361 — or Draft Article
302 as it was known then — on September
8, 1949. On criminal immunity, Assembly
Member H V Kamath from the Indian
National Congress raised certain prescient
questions. In case the President, or the
Governor, commits a crime, he asked “Does
this clause mean that no proceedings can be
instituted against him (the President or the
Governor) during the whole prescribed term,
or whether it means while he is in office
only”. He also asked if the President should
remove “a Governor or a Ruler committing
a criminal act” in case a prima facie case is
made against the Governor concerned.

transfer parts of its own civilian population
into the territory it occupies”;

M The policy breaches Articles 46 (pro-
tection of private property), 52 (general pro-
tection of civilian objects), and 55 (protec-
tion of the natural environment) of the
Hague regulations, as Israel expanded its
settlements in the occupied territories by
“confiscation or requisitioning of large ar-
easof land”;

M The policy’simplementation fails to fol-
low Article 43 of the Hague regulations, which
mandates occupying powers,
“unless absolutely prevented”,
torespect thelawinforceinthe
occupied territories. The court

ground”.

ON SETTLEMENT POLICY

The first Israeli practice that the court
examined was its policy of settlementin the
West Bank and East Jerusalem since 1967.
This, the court said, violated international
law. According to the ICJ:

M The settlement policy, and Israeli mil-
itary measures, have pushed Palestinians
to leave parts of occupied territories against
their will. This violates Article 49 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention which says that
“The Occupying Power shall not deport or

held thatIsrael treats occupied
East Jerusalem “as its own national territory,
where Israeli law is applied in full and to the
exclusion of any other domesticlegal system”.

The court also held that the settlement
policy led to violence by Israeli settlers and
security forces against Palestinians, which
Israel failed to prevent and effectively pun-
ish. This “contributed to the creation and
maintenance of a coercive environment
against Palestinians”, the IC] said.

ON ANNEXATION OF TERRITORIES
Annexation is the permanent control

epaper.indianexpress.mm.. .

However, the article was adopted with-
out any further debate on criminal immu-
nity. In the last decade, the courts have shed
light on what it means for criminal proceed-
ings to be “instituted” against the Governor,
and when the protection under Article
361(2) lapses.

Judicial interpretation

The SCdid so in the 2017 criminal case —
State vs Kalyan Singh & Ors — concerning the
Babri Masjid demolition in 1992. The court
delayed the trial against then Rajasthan
Governor Kalyan Singh, who was one of the
accused in the case.

Inits order, the SC said being the Governor,
Kalyan Singh “is entitled to immunity under
Article 361 of the Constitution aslong as he re-
mains Governor of Rajasthan. The Court of
Sessions will frame charges and move against
him as soon as he ceases to be Governor”.

In 2015, the Madhya Pradesh High Court
categorically held that Article 361(2) “guar-
antees absolute protection from any mali-
cious campaign or publicity against the Head
of a State, so as not to undermine the solem-

over an occupied territory, the IC] said. The
court found that Israel’s policies and prac-
ticesin the West Bank and East Jerusalem are
“designed to remain in place indefinitely and
to create irreversible effects on the ground”.

Apart from the maintenance and expan-
sion of settlements, these include the ex-
ploitation of Palestine’s natural resources,
the proclamation of Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital, and the application of Israeli domes-
ticlaw in East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

This is “contrary to the prohibition of the
use of force in international relations, ” the
IC] said.

ON DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION

The court found that abroad array of leg-
islation implemented by Israel in occupied
territories “treat Palestinians differently”.
This, the court said, “constitutes systemic dis-
crimination” based on, “race, religion or eth-
nic origin” of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1954
and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, 1954, and the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination, 1965 (ICERD).

The court observed that Israel’s policies
serve to maintain “near-complete separation”
in the occupied territories between the set-

nity of that office.”

The observation came in a case pertaining
to the Vyapam scam. Then Governor of
Madhya Pradesh Ram Naresh Yadav was one
of the accused in the scam, and the HChad to
determine if the registration of an FIR against
him would amount to criminal proceedings
being “instituted” in the case.

Inits ruling, the HC allowed investigation
in that FIR against other accused, while “ef-
facing” the name of the Governor till he oc-
cupied the office. As Yadav died in November
2016, the SC did not rule in appeal.

Another judicial intervention on the
Governor’simmunity came in the landmark
2006 ruling in Rameshwar Prasad vs Union of
India. In the case, the SC had to deal with the
Governor’s immunity in civil cases after rec-
ommending the Bihar Assembly’s dissolu-
tion in 2005.

The court said while the Governor enjoys
“complete immunity” when exercising their
powers under Article 361(1), this immunity
“does not, however, take away the power of
the Court to examine the validity of the ac-
tion including on the ground of malafides
(actions taken in bad faith)”.

The SC in that case examined the
Governor’s actions in discharging his con-
stitutional powers, which can be placed on
a higher threshold compared to acts outside
the discharge of constitutional or any offi-
cial duties.

The case for revisiting

The debate on whether executive immu-
nity is a blanket protection has been taking
place in other countries as well.

The US Supreme Court on July 1 decided
that former President Donald Trump, or any
former US President, is entitled to “absolute
immunity” from criminal prosecution for of-
ficial acts but not unofficial or personal acts.

This came as a huge relief for Trump, who
faces a criminal case for allegedly attempt-
ing to subvert the 2020 presidential election
results, while he was in power.

In the Indian context too, this discussion
has to be viewed in the larger context of
the tussle between the office of the Governor,
and governments in opposition-ruled
states. Even the SC has taken note of
instances where Governors have acted with
political motives.

The case is likely to be heard next on
August 12.

What ICJ said about Israel’s occupation of West Bank and East Jerusalem

tlers and Palestinians in clear violation of
Article 3 (the obligation to eradicate apartheid
and practices of racial segregation) of ICERD.

ON SELF-DETERMINATION

In light of all the above, the IC] deter-
mined that Israel’s occupation has violated
Palestinians’ right to self-determination. “...
[The] Palestinian people have been deprived
of their right to self-determination over a
long period, and further prolongation of
these policies and practices undermines the
exercise of this right in the future,” in con-
travention to the fundamental principles of
international law, the court said.

ON FUTURE COURSE OF ACTION

The IC] said that Israel is under obliga-
tion to immediately end its illegal occupa-
tion, cease new settlement activities and
evacuate settlers from the occupied terri-
tories, and make reparation to all affected
people for the damage caused.

The court observed thatinternational or-
ganisations and other states should not recog-
nise the occupied territories as part of Israel,
and refrain from providing aid or assistance to
Israel in maintaining this occupation.

The ICJ’s opinion is not binding or en-
forceable.
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CROSSWORD 5422
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Liberation in a manner of 1 Canit turn the tide for the
speaking (8) overweight? (4)
5 Heated hostility to being 2He maybeinacarorundera
married (4) coach(7)
9 Time to invoke the Muse (5) 3 Not a peaceful departure
10 A dose of processed (75)
shellfish? (7) 4 Give up but accept the
11 Item of wear that'snever ~ contractagain? (6)
wornout (12) 6 A colour used in make up for
131 tarry perhaps and discover appearance (5)
acuriosity (6) 7 Contemplate a change in
141t doesn’t describe the meat diet(8)
present schoolboy (6) 8 Top stylists (12)

17 Declare writers have one on
retirement?(5,7)

12 Outlook shows promise (8)
15 Worshipping a barbaric

20 He demands payment raingod (7)

absolutely right with gold (7) 16 Fear to make the initial

21 Ways out exist perhaps(5) mistake(6)
22Flyinreversetogetakick 18 Make a profit once more
(4) (5)

23 Newspapers cover a long 19 Requests time off from jobs
period in forecasts (8) (4)

Solutions Crossword 5421 Across: 1 Relations, 8 Theta, 9 Endorse, 10 Scorer, 11 Persia,
12 Nowonder, 15 Conquest, 18 Clinch, 20 Linage, 21 Amnesia, 22 Salon, 23 Town crier
Down: 2 Ernie, 3 Arouse, 4 Instance, 5 Stucco, 6 Degrade, 7 Hairbrush, 11 Priceless, 13
Watchman, 14 Inanely, 16 Urgent, 17 Linear, 19 Clime

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Science has not yet taught us if madnessisoris notthe ___ of the intelligence. -
Edgar Allan Poe (9)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

HEY, VERNE! HAMMY

DOORDASHED SCME

GREEN CURRY FROM
THAT THAI PLALE!
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SUDOKU 5629

WHEN'S

BREAKFAST?

Difficulty Level 1s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1t09
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius
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YOU FINISHED YOUR THIS IS
BREAKFAST HALF AN GOING TO
HOUR AGO! BE A
' LONG DAY
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Could it be that Your desire for
sharp words at peace tends to
home will result extend beyond your
from differing immediate circle to
opinions as to your prospects encompass people you
atwork? Or perhapsit's scarcely know. So, on days like

another ambition which is
coming between you? All your
questions will be answered in

today, when everyone is a little
jumpy and excitable, you may
feel personally responsible for

good time. maintaining a cordial
environment!
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
One of your great SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
qualities is your Afinancial crisis
generosity. You are may blow up but, as
not the person to the dust settles, you

hang on to your money while
close friends and loved ones
go short: now is the time to
part with some of your hard-
won cash. It’s also, by the way,
quite the perfect moment for a
trip back to your childhood.

see just how little

there was to worry about. You
are still receiving a fair amount
of monetary protection from
Venus, the traditional planet of
prosperity. But basically it’s
reminding you that money is

not always as importantas it

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) seems.

If you are tiring of

an emotional SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

conflict, surely the You'll be turning the

message is thatitis corner ina number
time to give in to your better of activities which
nature and make amends for closely involve

past hurts and insults. Be sure other pe
that there is no going back to
former mistakes and problems
unless, that is, you are

determined to resolve them.

ople. You might not

say that this is the beginning
of the end, but atleast it’s the
end of the beginning. But,
then, every astrological ending

isaccompanied by a new

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) beginning.

Venus is bound to

bring out the more CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

delicate side of your Today’s lunar

nature, perhaps aspects should
making it more difficult to bring you to the
deal with the ups and downs close of a phase

of fate. Where you score is on
your own kindness and
goodwill, and your willingness
to release somebody else from

which has been concerned
with work, perhaps to the
detriment of seductive social
developments. In love, while

a promise. aiming for the best, don’t be

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) too pushy.
Fiery Mars offers AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
you just the tonic Your mood will
you need. The change from being
consideration now outgoing and

is thatit's not too late to take a

decision that you put off days,
or even weeks, ago. Work hard
to catch up, even though you

sociable, to being

rather quiet. People who you
had been prepared to
take at face value may now

may feel that you're not arouse a degree of suspicion.
getting a suitable financial You might also now be
pay-back. considering the fruits of a
romantic adventure.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Because Mars is PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
now occupying a Today’s sensitive
discreet sector of relationship
your horoscope, you between a series of
may be unwilling to actin the planets brings your

full glare of public attention.
Yet this is an ambitious time
for you, one in which you have
to overcome reservations. You
need to look again at your
dogged devotion to duty, even
when others have backed out.

home and family ambitions to
a turning point. You are now
approaching a phase from
which you know it will be
impossible to return. That’s
good though, isn’tit? For you
can only go one way - forward.

INDIRA GANDHI INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH

(Beemad to Ba University)
Address - Gan. A.K Vaitya Warg, Film City Rea, Santesh Nagar, Goregaan(El-Numbai; 40065, Naarahira

Tender Notice
{HIT No: 1GIDR/ Tender, 2024/CC/05-R )
Tender bads afa imited from reputed Vandors for the menficned works balo at Indira Gandi
Institute of Development Research (IGIDR) at Goregaan (E), Mumbai-200065,
Sr. No. Hame ol Wark
1 SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING OF Wi-FI SYSTEM

Tender documents shall be downloaded fromourwebsite: http: fwwetigide 2¢.in'tenders

The last data for submission of Tender doctments is 127 August 2024 by 5.30 PR,
Corrigendum or addendum, o extension of date; it any, ragasding the above tendar notice will
be published on the mstifute's website on the above link. No separate communication will be
sent.

IGEDR reserves the righl 1o accepl or reject any proposals without 2ssigning any reasons
thereod, Sd'- Registrar

FORM NO. NCLT. 3A
ADVERTISEMENT DETAILING PETITION

[Pursuant to Rule 35 of the National Company Law
Tribunal Rules, 2016]

BEFORE HON'BLE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW
TRIBUNAL MUMBAI BENCH, AT MUMBAI

C.R(CAA)120(MB)2024
Connected with
C.A.{CAA)93(MB)2023

Under section 230-232 of the Companies Act, 2013
In the matter of

M/s. Alcon Resort Holdings Private Limited
CIN : U70101GA1988PTCO00841

o Applicant MNo. 1
{Demerged Company)
AND
M/s. Alcon Real Estates Private Limited
CIN : U701 01GA1975PTC000233

o Applicant Mo, 2
(Resultant Company)

NOTICE OF PETITION

A Petition in the matter of Scheme of Amangement betwean M/s.
Alcon Resort Holdings Private Limited (Demerged Company) having
CIMN: UFD101 GA188BPTCOD0BAT and registered office situated at 2nd
Floor, Alcon Chambers, Opposite Mavhind Times, D. B. Marg, Morth
Goa, Panaji, Goa, India, 403001 and M/s. Alcon Real Estates Private
Limited [(Resulting Company) having CIN U701 GAT975PTCO00233
and reqgistered office situated at 2nd Floor, Alcon Chambers,
Opposite Navhind Times, D. B. Marg, North Goa, Panaji, Goa, India,
403001 with their respective Shareholders under section 230 read
with section 232 of the Companies Act, 2013 was presented by the
Demerged and Resulting Company on the 27th day of June, 2024 and
the said Petition is fixed for hearing befora the Mumbai Bench of
Mational Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) on 02nd August, 2024,

Any person desirous of supporting or opposing the said petition
should send the same to the Hon’ble NCLT, Mumbai bench
along-with advance copy to Petitioner's advocate, notice of his
intention indicating the nature of interest and grounds of opposition,
signed by him or his advocate, with his name and address, 0 as to
reach to the Hon'ble NCLT and to Petitioner's advocate not later than
two days before the date fixed for the hearing of the Petition.

Whera one seeks to oppose the Petition, the grounds of opposition or
a copy of his affidavit shall be furnished with such notice. & copy of
the petition will be fumished by the undersigned to any person
requiring the same on payment of the prescribed charges for the
SAME.

Dated 22.07.2024

Sd/-

Avinash Khanolkar

(Advocate for petitioners)

Address: 52, J B House, 19, Raghunath Dadaji Street, Fort,
Mumbai = 400 001

Mb. 09970229636 E_Mail : avik2646Egmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

We have been instructed by, Mis, SAIUVR PROPERTIES PRIVATE LIMITED, a
company incorporated under the: provisions of the Companies Act, 2013,
{CIN:UTOZ00TN2013PTCO92874) having its Registered Office at # F1, “Sai
Ratan”, 183, Dharga Road, Pallavaram, Chennai 600 043 { “Qur Client"),
informing the general public at large that Mrs, KRISHNAVENI RAMASESHAN,
daughter of late Parameswaran Rama lyver and DR. L R § LASKHMI, daughter
of Late L.\, Ramaseshan, residing a D226, Ground Floor, Rohini Sector 15,
North West Delhi, 110 089 (“Purchasers”) had entered into a Sale Agreement
with our Client on 21.09.2021 for the purchase of an apartment bearing No. 2L,
having a carpet area of 404,18 sg ft in the first floor of the apariment complex
known as “Utsav Prashanti”, off Siruvani Main Road, Alandurai Village, Tamil
Madu 641 101, together with an undivided share of 389.24 sq ft of land in
5.FNos. 584/1A & 5B5/2A, Alandurai Village, Coimbatore Taluk and district,
situated within the Registration District of Coimbatore and Sub Registration
District of Thondamuthur, (“Property”), developed by our Client.
The said Purchasers initially made part payments fowards the purchase of the
property and subsequently had not made any further payments to our client nor
respanded to their phone calls, e-mails, messages and latters of reminders sent
by our client via Speed Posl Registered Posl, whereby they had sought
compieton of full and final payment of the agreed consideration and to complete
the registration of the Sale Deed pertaining to the sad property. The said
Purchasers have not pald the balance payments to our Client nor communicated
on their willingress to confinue to be bound by the terms of the Agreement. due o
which our clients as unable to complete the regisiration process peraining fo the

Property.

in respect of the property.

We hereby call upon the aforesald purchasers or any one known to them or
representing them or related to them in any manner to communicale o either our
address directly or fo the aforesaid address of our client, produce relevant
documents establishing to our client beyond any doubt their relationship with the
said purchasers, procead to express their willingness to complete the pending
payments followed with registration of all appropriate documentation pertaining
to the property, falling which our client shall proceed to terminate the existing
agreements entered between them and the purchasers, consider the property
for sale by prospective purchasers further finalise all necessary documentation

Any person claiming any kind of nght, title and interest in the Property undar the
Purchasers are hereby called upon to notify the undersigned in writing
immediately with appropriate documentary proof of their claim within 15 (fifteen)
days from the date of publication of this notice, to the undersigned, failing which
such caim shall be considered to have been waived/forfeiled andior given up
and our Client shall be entitled to complele the registrabon of all necessary
documentation in respect of the aforesaid Property with the new Purchaser. Any
objection’s andlor claims recaived after the expiry of the period stipulated above
shall neither be entertained nor be binding on our client.

Mr.G.Balasubramanian, Mrs.Anupama Mukunth
LEELA & COQ, Advocates & Legal Consultants,
Fourth flocr, 4/8, Turnbulls Read, Nandanam, Chennal- 600 035,
Ph.No. Ph; 044 - 42111464 | Email:frontoffice@ieelalegal com

Classifieds
— PERSONAL

I, Meenakshi Mani W/o Deepak
Mani R/0 2-D Mansarovar
Apartments, Shoprex Mall,
Sector-61, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, U.P-
201307have changed my name
to Meenakshi Deepak Mani
permanently. 0040739510-2

I, Fatima Kabir D/o Sh.
Kabiruddin Choudhry R/0
313/73-L(New No-133), 3rd
Floor, Anand Nagar, Delhi-
110035 have changed my name
to Fatima Kabir Choudhary
permanently. 0040739510-1

I, Babar S/o Abrar Husain R/0
30, Neknampur Fuldi, Hapur
have changed my nameto
Mohd Babar. 0070913739-1

I, Pammi Mishrais legally wife
of service No 15452094X
NK/CIk SD Kishan Kumar of
AMC Records Residing at VPO-
Phulikhadh PO- Shivrajpur Dist
- West Champaran (Bihar) pin
845438 changed my Name
from Pammi Mishra to Pammi
Kumari, affidavit Singed
advocate and notary on
20.07.2024. 0040739483-3

I, Avarar Khan S/o Anwar
Husain R/0 30, Neknampur
Fuldi, Hapur have changed my
name to Abrar Husain.

0070913740-1

| Gurbaksh Kaur W/0, Baljeet
Singh SandhuR/o Wz L-2/62a
New Mahavir Nagar Tilak
Nagar New Delhi-110018 have
changed my nameto
Gurbaksh Kaur Sandhu.

0040739529-1

I, Arvind Kumar Gupta S/0 Hari
Ram R/O C-403, Vikaspuri,
Delhi-110018. 1 have changed
my minor daughter’s name
from Kashika Guptato
Vanshika Gupta for all future

purposes.
0040739497-1

I Mrs. Reshma Ansari D/o Late
Zafar Khan R/o H-304, J.J.
Camp, Tigri, New Delhi-110080
have changed my nameto
Mrs. Reshma.

0070913727-1

TP SOUTHERN ODISHA DISTRIBUTION LIMITED

(Procurement Department)

TPSODL

BPR North Star Building,
2nd Floor, Khodasingi, Berhampur, Odisha-760010

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

TP Southern Odisha Distribution Ltd. invites tender from eligible vendors for following:

Dt.: 20.07.2024

Sl coo EMD |Tender Fee inclusive' Last date and time of
No| TenderDescription |NIT Numberl (pg) of GST (Rs.) | Payment of Tender Fee
PO for Supply & Installation | TPSODL/OT/ 31.07.2024;
1 of Citrix License at TPS0ODL | 2024-25/024 0,000 %000 18:00 Hrs.

For detailed tender, please visil Tender Section on TPSODL website hitps:/'www.tpsouthernodisha.com

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE
Re:. Propedy bearing Moo 11448
(CHd ), =nd Mew Mo, 2. in Block-23,
area measuring 41925 sq, yis,
siuated &1 Shakli Magar, Main
Road, Dweihi; herainales relermad
to a5 the "said propsrty”,
MNOTICE iz hareby given Lo
ganeral public thal our dienbess,
Mrs. Shiksha Suwreka is the sole
and sbsolute cwner of the
aforesald property vide Caour]
Owrifier dlated. 23042015 passed
By the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
Inddia, Civil Appalate Jurisdiclion
in Civil Appeal No. 6581 of 2012,
titled &5 “Shantl Dewi Gupta and
others Wa, Sushil Humar Gopia
and athers” In favaur of Mrs,
Shiksha Sureka in respect of the
said propery and  Mamorandurnm
of Setlamant dated 30.04.2015
executed betwsen Mr Vinod
Kumar Gupta, Mr. Sushil Kumar]
Gugpds, Mrs, Pushpa Arya Gupts,
Prs. Shiksha Sureka and Mrs,
Ranjana Gupla in ressect of the
said proparty and olher
properties. She has informed that]
the fobowing onginal documents
foming part of chain documents
and hereinafer called the “said
docurments have been  lost,
misplacad and nol fraceabls
viz (1) ongnal Sale Deed daled
31051569 exscuted by Mrs.
Sundn Devi i favowr of Mrs.
Shandi Dewi and Mrs. Blnila Dei
in respect of lhe sod propery,
dred (2] orgiresl - Letter dated
19,08, 1998 iszused by Mrs. Bamla
Devi relinguishing her share in
favour of Mrs. Shanti Devl in
respect of said propery.  An FIR
regarding loss of the said
documenls has bean lodged By
our cliantbess wath Dalle Polco
Crima Branch vide LR
Mo . 1950220/2024 dated
1 EITI202 -
ff the aforesaid omnginal said
documents or any of them arafs
found or havedhas been found by
any person, e same may be
ricberned and doelhvered o the
undersigned al the address
mentionad hearsin balow. Furthar,
if any peraon, body, nstibution &
having any claim andfar
chgection i respect of the said
propary, helshelhay may s
hisfhar! thelr ebjection's, n
writing, with documentary
evidence, by Registered AD
Post, fo the undersigned &t the
addresa mentoned herein below
within 07 days of pubhcation of
this nolice, Otherwvise, aller
axpiry of 07 days from the dals of
publicefion of this nofice, no
objaction shall be acceptabls.
Ganeral Public may also take
note that amy deal or transacton
dane by anybody on the basis off
the sasd documents or any off
the sawd documants  shall ba
ilegal @nd nol binding on our
clientass The parson daoing so
shall be ligtds to be prosacuted
under the |law,
Shivkant Arora, Advocate
For Mfs imlellective Law Officas
A-F4, Lower Ground Flagr,
Dafence Colorty, Mew Delhi-24

Reg: Plot No. 2-A, area
measuning 150 Sqg. ¥ds,, ol o
Khasra Na. 67, Kila Mo, 4,
BIGRTET 142, 151, sibealn

PUBLIC NOTICE J

RECRUITMENT
SITUATION VACANT

as Waka Mauja Badkhal, Tehsil
Badkhal, Disil. Faridabad:
hereinafter referred to as the “said

property”

OTHERS

Be it known to all that our
chentess, Mrs. Rouzan Khatun
(hereinafier called the

“Purchase) inlends 1o purchase
tha said properly from Mes
Taiindar Baur, M Avlar Singh &

JOIN OUR TEAM AT

Mis. Preset Kaur, (hersinafter called
the “Ssller’). In this connection,
the seller has informed the
purcrsaser thal they ang e jomd
owwrizrs ol Thie s=ad properdy. Tha
saflar hawve furher indormad the
purchaser thal the said property
was owned by brSunt Singh vids
Sale Deed reqgistersd as Doc MNo
10852 on 30.08,2007 and

I

o by Pusl Baira and 1. CONTENT DEVELOPER
Sushil Batra. Mr. Sarit Singh

expirad and during his lifa ime, ha 2. ENGLISH-HINDI
had executed & Wil registered as

Document Mo, 1286 on m“mmn
13.12:2013 (B8R0 Faridabad) and

bequeathed 7% udvided share fo (PRIDR EXPERIENCE)

Pr. Pradap Singh aesd 22 undiviced
shara o Mdar Singh, Sagar Singh
and Preet Kaur in the said
property. Later on, Mr Sagar
Singh fransferred his share in
favoir of Awtar Singh and Ms
Prest kaur wde Transher Deed
registerad a5 Documend Ma, 20440
on- 24.08202F (SRO Badkhal)
and similary Mr Pratap Simgh
transfemad his share in favour o
firs. Tajlnder Kaur vide Transfer
Desed regsterad as Document No
2 on 30.06.2022. Thus, tha
sadlar bacame joint ownars of tha
said propsrhy. The seller has afso
informmed the purchaser that the
said property I3 not mongaged
anywhers and Ehene & o change
or disgade or any Iligatkon pending
regarding tha said propaety.

Ay pergon incleding Bankss,
Financial |nstfubonts. relativers

5

VISIONIAS

for GENERAL

_English / &t

Luciiun: Delhi

®"

SPIRING IHMOVATION

STUDIES

Work Mode

Offline
Only

|

having army claim, righl. it or any Desired Skills
intarest of any nature whatsoever & Experiance with the Civil
into or upon the aforesaid property Services (Main} exomination

I5 heratsy called wpon to make the
same  EnowT, Bowniirg,  with
documanlary evidence, by
Ragislered AD Post, fo the
underzigned ai the address
mentoned hersin below within
07 days of publication of this notice
and In the event of no response
having bean recelved o tha
nobce, the tile of the saller {0 tha
eaid property shall be deemead fo
be clear of any charge or
encumbrance of any nature

@ Ab

recr

& Strong research and
unul:,l‘ﬁnn:l gkills

and educational cantent

& Excallent written
communicaticn and
presantation skilla

How to Apply

Ermgil your updated resume at

ity to create engaging

uitment@visionias.in

whatscever and any subssquesn
claim shall not bond owr
cliantess/Purchasar, |n any
manrer whatsosver.
Shivkant Arora, Advocate

Wi Imtedective Law Offices

A-T4, LGF Defence Colony, BMew

Jain

shape the

Be part of o teamn dedicoted

acucational research and Civil

VISIONIAS o innovate and

future of civil service
preparatica

toweards axcallenca in

Servlees prapanation,

Daalhi - 110024

G/13704/24

e vmEn gfew e
WEAYSIT WA

faferer gemr w1 gRte =

(Corrigendum)

- faeN/ARR/2024-25(239),

faor v gferw geaerm i ffasr =1 S SB/Store/2024- 25 (205), Bhopal, Dated
19-06-2024 511 Explosive Vapour Detector & Other 5 Items < %3 2 3-fAfaar g==1 & =t
T % | SHRIG B et & wremm § w9 BRI are SusRe % THE-ARe § enifoter Woler” %
ey # "gfg " (Corrigendum) STRY fF=m T € St website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
TR qeN faumT i JeEEe www.mppolice.gov.in W IUEE # |

Email: sec25-sb@mppolice.gov.in

et 15/07/2024

B/~
39 gferd Heif-rRieteh,
T[Hardl, 9.9, A

U 5h.-0755-2443654
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ROAD TO PARIS

The lonely grind of
athletes and their journeys
that defy all odds; breaking

down intricate concepts
and capturing the buzz
on the ground,

The Indian Express
goes behind the scenes
in the build-up to the
Olympic Games

— OLYMPICS DIARY —

A Parisian
exodus, by force
and choice

Authorities are keen to find space
for the Olympic visitors. Reuters

THE OLYMPICS are returning to Paris
after 100 years. But many Parisians
won't be there to welcome it. Some
have left by choice, due to the strict
regulations, and many more have
been forcefully evacuated.

According to a report released by
French collective Le Revers de la
Meédaille (The Other Side of the Medal)
last month, the Parisian authorities
have removed thousands of homeless
people, as well as others “coming
from vulnerable sections” in a bid to
empty the city “of the people that the
powers that be consider undesirable.”
Per The Guardian, the report details
the expulsion of over 12,000 people
from the streets of Paris, from the start
of April 2023, in the buildup to the
Olympics.

Accusations of “social cleansing”
against Parisian authorities have es-
calated after reports also emerged in
April this year that hundreds of mi-
grants from France’s largest squat,
Vitry-sur-Seine, located in the south
of Paris, have been evicted.

They were allegedly put on buses
and encouraged to occupy other parts
of the country. According to France24,
it was the third such evacuation drive
conducted in theTle-de-France region,
comprising Paris and its surrounding
areas, since the start of 2023.

It's not just the homeless, vulner-
able and migrants who have been
prompted to leave the French capital.
When French Minister of Transport
Clément Beaune asked locals to en-
gage in remote work or take time off
to ease some of the burden on Paris’
public transport system in July-
August, it was seen as a nudge to push
out locals toaccommodate the droves
that will arrive during the Olympics.

Apollin 2023 revealed that nearly
44 percent of residents of the Paris re-
gion expressed a negative opinion
about the Olympics and Paralympics.
According to the surveyor Odexa, in
2021, only 21 percent had reserva-
tions about the Olympics.

According to a Reuters report, lo-
cals now see the Olympics as a major
inconvenience. Many plan remote
work, others are looking for a place for
themselves in other parts of France,
but not all are likely to be so lucky.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

MIHIRVASAVDA
JULY 21

ATTHE Olympics, Russian athletes have been
in a different league compared to their Indian
counterparts. There have been some events,
however, where athletes from the two coun-
tries have crossed paths as equals — prima-
rily in shooting and wrestling. With Russian
athletes not participating in these sports at
the Paris Olympics, the question is whether
India can take advantage of their absence.

Russia’s ‘absence’

When the parade of nations takes place
during the July 26 opening ceremony in the
most unique fashion - on boats down the
River Seine — one country will be missing:
Russia.

Unlike the Tokyo Games three years ago,
where 335 athletes from the country com-
peted in 30 sports, there will only be 16

AMITKAMATH
JULY 21

FOR A training drill that can knock the wind
out of your lungs and make your legs feel like
jelly, the name ‘40-30-20 multi-feed drill’
doesn’t completely capture its full intensity.

But the 40-30-20 multi-feed drill is one of
those grinds in training sessions that are
meant to infuse a sense of confidence when
a tussle on the badminton court enters the
third game and the scoreline reads 18-18 or
20-20.

For Lakshya Sen, who has faltered in de-
ciders a few times this year, including against
Kunlavut Viditsarn in the French Open and
Jonatan Christie at All England, the drill has
become a cornerstone of his plans to keep
up with his opponents at the Paris Olympics
when the clash enters the third game.

“There’s alot of relation between you be-
ing fit and your thinking being a bit differ-
ent. The fitter you are, the better your think-
ing and the better decisions you make,”
Lakshya tells The Indian Express. “When the
rallies stretch long, and you're playing in the
third game, you'll have an advantage over
your opponent if you're fitter. Personally, it
makes a lot of difference to know you're the
fitter person on court. You can see the signs
from your opponent that he’s getting tired
and he’s not able to play those high-inten-
sity rallies towards the end.”

Sowhat s this 40-30-20 multi-feed drill,
or speed multi-feed drill?

Taken at face value, it’s quite straightfor-
ward. Its impact on the body, though, can be
punishing. There is a feeder at the one end
of the net who will pepper 40 strategically-
placed shuttles across the net for Lakshya to
return. He does 10 sets of that. For making it
to the end of the routine, Lakshya’s reward
is a break... of 10 seconds. Then the feeder
will hit 10 sets of 30 shuttles in quick succes-
sionagain. Then, Lakshya s allowed another
short break. Then, another 10 sets of 20 shut-
tles. Once Lakshya reaches the end of this ex-
ercise, there are other training routines that
he has to participate in.

“In singles, there are a lot of flat ex-
changes. The game is all about pace these
days. Everybody retrieves! This is why multi-
shuttle routines are very important ele-
ments. You do this on a daily basis,” says
Vimal Kumar, Lakshya’s long-time coach.

Simulating match situations

Vimal points out that in training, they
tweak the drill to simulate match situations.

“There are a lot of sequences you can do
with that drill. With 40 shuttles, sometimes
you play a lot of defensive rallies... Lakshya
will have to keep the rally going. That’satan
endurance pace. And then sometimes we
raise the pace of feeding him the shuttles
when it comes to 20 shuttles.”

These tweaks prepare Lakshya to con-
tinue rallies against defensive players like
Kodai Naraoka and Viditsarn, who love long
rallies, as well as players like Viktor Axelsen
and Lee Zii Jia, who can increase the pace and
intensity of a rally at the flick of a switch.

Lakshya points out that while the routine
is gruelling in itself, the timing of when they
doitis what makes it more effective.

“We do this multi-shuttle routine of 40-
30-20 at the end of a training session when
I'm really exhausted. Your legs start to feel
the load. The heart rate is highly elevated
since these are long sessions with very short
breaks in the middle. It helps your VO2 max
levels (the maximum amount of oxygen
someone can use during intense exercise).
It’s a really tough one. This lasts around 45
minutes to an hour,” says Lakshya.

He adds: “These sessions help me in court
coverage and overall endurance. It helps in
the latter part of matches when you are out
of breath and the rallies are stretching long.
What makes this effective is thatin an actual
rally, you don’t play that many shots. If you're
hitting 40 shots, that’s an 80-shot rally which
is rare in games.”

PRRIS 2024

PREPARING FORA MARATHON

Sen’s Lakshya: Speed, endurance

To stay fresh in the third game when the match is on the line, the shuttler goes through a punishing ‘40-30-20’ training grind

e
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Lakshya Sen has faltered in the deciding game of a few matches this year and is working tirelessly to redress that. BAI

Lakshya says his peak VO2 max level is
62, a number he is particularly proud of. For
context, elite male cyclists have VO2 max lev-
els in the 70s. “I'm not too proud of the gym
numbers. But VO2 max is something that [
look for,” he says.

AskLakshya —whohasascoreof22.4 on
the yo-yo test — who he thinks is the fittest
player on the circuit and he grins, “Me.”

Of course, there are other training drills
that he does to stake claim to the tag of being
the fittest player on the circuit.

“We usually train seven to eight hours a
day including recovery, strength and condi-
tioning or the on-court part,” he says. “There

When therallies stretch long,
and you’re playing in the third
game, you’ll have an advantage
over your opponent if you're
fitter. It makes alot of difference
to know you’re the fitter person
on court. You can see the signs
fromyour opponent that he’s
getting tired.”

LAKSHYA SEN
INDIA'S OLYMPIC-BOUND SHUTTLER

OLY-XPLAINED
Can India’s shooters, wrestlers take advantage of Russia’s ‘absence’?

Russians at the Paris Olympics in just six
sports. But these 16 athletes won'’t be al-
lowed to display their flag, or the colours of
their flag on their clothes, and will partici-
pate as Individual Neutral Athletes.

This is because of the strict eligibility con-
ditions imposed on Russian — and Belarusian
— athletes by the International Olympic
Committee following the invasion of Ukraine
in2022. Akey criterion was that the athletes
must not have publicly supported Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s actions or be con-
tracted to the country’s military or security
agencies.

The IOC vetted a bunch of Russian ath-
letes and cleared them but many, including
all 10 wrestlers, refused to participate as neu-
trals. Had they accepted the invite, wrestlers
would have formed the largest group of
Russian athletes in a particular sport.

Now, it'll be tennis where seven players
from that country, including Wimbledon
semifinalist Daniil Medvedev, will partici-

Russia’s Vitalina Batsarashkina, who won gold in the 10m air pistol and 25m pistol
events in Tokyo, will not be in the field in Paris. Reuters

pate. Others include three each in canoeing ~ For shooters, an opportunity

and cycling, one each in swimming, tram-
polining and taekwondo.

Russia’s shooters have unfailingly been a
podium presence at the Olympics. Along

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

are different kinds of things that we do. If we
are in an off-season period when we know
that there is no competition for the next
three to four weeks, we usually do along run,
like an eight-kilometre one, under 35 min-
utes. Then, maybe a400m runor 2.4 kilome-
tres within nine minutes.”

Closer to tournaments, he adds, the ses-
sions get shorter and more intense ‘with
sprints and other outdoor training like Tabata
runs’ (a high-intensity interval training rou-
tine where one doesmultiple rounds of
strenuous exercises in quick succession). “Or
we run on the treadmill for 30 seconds and
thenrest for 15 seconds.”

with the USA and China, they are one of the
most successful nations in Olympic shoot-
ing. At the Tokyo Games, Russian shooters
finished third on the overall table with 8
medals - 2 gold, 4 silver and 2 bronze.

But months after the Tokyo Games con-
cluded, the International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF), in March 2022, banned
Russian shooters — most of whom are with
the country’s military - in the aftermath of
the invasion of Ukraine. Consequently, they
won't be there in Paris.

In Tokyo, Russia’s shooters won all their
medals in rifle and pistol events. Vitalina
Batsarashkina had a golden double in the
10m air pistol and 25m pistol events. And the
country had podium finishes in women’s
10m airrifle, men's and women’s 50mrifle 3-
position, and mixed team events.

Coincidentally, India’s strongest chances
to end their Olympic medal drought in the
sportare in these events. But if the perform-
ances at the last two World Championships
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DAYS
TO GO

WHAT LAKSHYA SEN’S
WEEK LOOKS LIKE:

MONDAY AND THURSDAYS:

Lakshya starts at 6 am with an
outdoor running session. This
happens twice a week. Runs from
6 to 7 am. From 10 am to noon, he
will have an on-court badminton
session. In the evenings, he will
have another session from 3:30 till
6 pm. After the evening session
ends, he will have one and a half
hours of recovery session.

TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS:

Tuesdays and Fridays are also
heavy working days.

WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAYS:

After two good days of training,
these two days are half days.
Lakshya only trains in the first
half, and the evenings are off to
recover. He spends more time on
recovery here after the running
and the playing sessions. This day
isreserved for recovery activities
like ice baths and full-body
massages. Or spending 15 to 20
minutes in the hydrotherapy pool
and compression wear for limbs.

SUNDAYS:

Weekly off for Lakshya to recover.
On Sundays, he tries to switch off
from badminton and not think too
much about it. He, however, plans
his coming week. Lakshya does
about an hour and half of recovery
sessions on Sunday mornings
because his weekly training load
has been high. Or he will at least
do some stretching, because he
doesn’t want to just sit and laze
around. He tries to be active on
Sundays — you take a walk or go
out for meals — so the next day
you don’t feel too lethargic.

Photo: Instagramy/senlakshya

At Paris 2024, Lakshya has been drawnin
Group L, one of only two groups that have
four players while the rest of the pools have
three players. He’s clubbed with Jonatan
Christie and Kevin Cordon, expected to test
his patience. In the quarters, there's poten-
tially Naraoka, the endless retriever from
Japan.

All the work he has been putting into his
endurance training will come handy early.
But essentially, Lakshya’s opponents know
he's not going away without a fight, and
dread that he won’t go away at all. Lakshya's
superpower in Group L might well be to be
the Last Man Standing.

— where Russians were absent — are anything
to go by, it won’t be so straightforward.

India’s shooters have been below par in
Olympic events at the Worlds, a trend that
was repeated at the Asian Games, too.

57 kg freestyle wrestling gold

medallist absent

Another prominent absentee would be
the gold medallist in 57 kg men'’s freestyle
wrestling, Zavur Uguev. The Russian had de-
nied India its first Olympic gold in wrestling
when he defeated Ravi Dahiya in the final.

While Dahiya, too, won’t be there in Paris
—helost the selection trial at home - Uguev'’s
absence opens up the field for Aman
Sehrawat. The 21-year-old, the only male
wrestler from India to qualify, still has a tough
job at hand for a shot at a podium finish. His
half of the draw features former Olympic and
World Championship silver medallist Rei
Higuchi of Japan and Worlds bronze medal-
list from Armenia, Arsen Harutyunyan.
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England win series

as Windies collapse

Nottingham: Spinner Shoaib Bashir
took five wickets as England bowled
out West Indies for 143 to secure a
241-run victory on the fourth day of
the second test at Trent Bridge on
Sunday and take an unassailable 2-0
lead in the series. The touring side,
chasing 385 to win, started well
thanks to a solid opening partnership
of 61 between captain Kraigg
Brathwaite and Mikyle Louis. The dis-
missal of Louis by Chris Woakes, how-
ever, prompted a collapse as West
Indies lost five wickets in 35 balls.
After Louis was caught by wicket-
keeper Jamie Smith for 17, Kirk
McKenzie edged Bashir to Smith for
one and Brathwaite fell for 47 when
he feathered a catch to Smith off
Woakes. Kavem Hodge, who made a
century in the first innings, was
trapped Ibw by Bashir for a duck and
Alick Athanaze edged Bashir to Joe
Root at slip for one to leave the West
Indies reeling at 82-5. REUTERS

Nadal beatenin
straight setsinfinal

Bastad: Rafa Nadal suffered a setback
in his Paris 2024 Olympics prepara-
tions on Sunday as he was beaten 6-3
6-2 in the Swedish Open final by
Portuguese seventh seed Nuno
Borges. The 38-year-old Spaniard was
playing his first title match since his
2022 French Open triumph, but saw
his serve broken five times in the one-
hour and 27-minute contest as Borges
won his maiden tour final. Making
first appearance at the ATP Tour 250
event since winning the singles as a
19-year-old in 2005, Nadal was
warming up for his bid for another
Olympic medal at the Paris 2024
Games. REUTERS

Piastri wins first race
in McLaren one-two

Budapest: Oscar Piastri won his first
Formula One race after completing a
McLaren one-two with Lando Norris
at the Hungarian Grand Prix on
Sunday. The 23-year-old Australian
driver started second behind pole-sit-
ting Norris and beat him to the first
turn to take the lead. Norris got ahead
after a pit-stop strategy that favoured
him, but he finally complied with his
team's request to give the lead back to
his partner. “This is the day I dreamed
of, standing on the top step of an F1
podium,” Piastri said. Lewis Hamilton
finished third behind the papaya-
coloured pair for his record-extend-
ing 200th career podium. Points
leader Max Verstappen finished fifth
behind Charles Leclerc in a Ferrariand
has now gone three races without a
victory. Verstappen leads the stand-
ings with 265 points to Norris' 189. AP

Bhambriwins ATP
Tourdoubles title

Gstaad (Switzerland): India's Yuki
Bhambriand his French partner Albano
Olivett clinched the men's doubles ti-
tle at the Swiss Open ATP Tour tennis
tournament with a hard-fought win
over Ugo Humbert and Fabrice Martin
in the final here on Sunday. The pair of
Bhambriand Olivett, seeded third in the
ATP 250 clay court tournament beat
their French opponents 3-6 6-3 10-6to
win the title. The final match lasted one
hour and six minutes with both pairs
refusing to give an inch to the other be-
fore the Indo-French duo of Bhambri
and Olivett emerging winner in the end.
This was the third ATP doubles title for
the 32-year-old Bhambri and second
while partnering with Olivetti. PTI

All kicks but no goal

Football, the world's most popular sport, is plagued by indecision and lack of identity at the Olympics

SANDIPG
JULY 21

THE GRANDEST sporting exhibition in Paris,
the Olympics, would unfold without the
country’s most famous sportsperson, Kylian
Mbappe. The French superstar footballer
had, in the past, expressed his desire to com-
pete in the event and win the “holy grail”,
but his transfer to Real Madrid, which pro-
hibits those that had competed in the Euros
and COPA America from participating in the
Olympics, meant he would miss out. Unlike
continental events and the World Cup, clubs
have the power to decide a player’s partici-
pation in the Olympics.

Some French politicians, rumours
swirled, negotiated an exemption with the
Spanish football giants, but Madrid did not
relent. So when the Olympic torch is lit and
the contingents parade in boats along the
River Seine, past the city’s historic land-
marks, Mbappe would be in Madrid, soaking
in the fanfare and tuning up for the pre-sea-
son that begins on August 1.

“Everyone knows I want to compete at
the Games but if my club doesn’t want that
to happen, I'll understand because I am ma-
ture enough to understand both views,” he
said.

Not only Mbappe, most of France’s rich
pool of footballing talent would be absent
from the Games and wouldn’t be even in
their country. So much so that France’s
Olympic football team coach Thierry Henry
would say: “The last time [ received so many
rejections was at university.”

France is not an aberration, the power-
houses among the 16 nations would be
without their stars — Nico Williams and
Lamine Yamal are not in the Spain squad,;
Argentina is minus Messi and a host of COPA
America winners; Mohammed Salah, the
anointed flag-bearer of Egypt in Paris, has
chosen Liverpool over his country in a last-
minute u-turn, Christian Pulisic wouldn’t
feature for the USA either.

Some of the storied football nations, such
as Uruguay, Italy, the Netherlands and
England, have historically detached them-
selves from the Olympics. Both Asian and
African champions, Qatar and Ivory Coast,
did not qualify through the continental U-
23 championships. Instead, on show in Paris,
would be a clutch of minnows such as Mali,
Uzbekistan and Dominican Republic.
Mismatches and thrashing thus are routine
(Germany thrashed Fiji 10-0in 2016), qual-
ity is not often of the elite level, even though
football is the one sport guaranteed to fill
stadiums.

At the heart of this indifference is foot-

Euro stars Lamine Yamal and Nico Williams aren’t in Spain’s Olympic squad. Reuters

ball’s identity crisis, specifically in the men’s
stream, at the Olympics. No one really
knows what it is, whether it is an exhibition
of superstardom, or a youth development
vehicle, or even an accidental parody. Itis a
paradox — it’s not a fully amateur competi-
tion as it once was; it is not a professional
grandee like the World Cup or the Euros ei-
ther. It's meant for U-23s — though the best
in the group are already established and oc-
cupied in pre-season rigours — but all teams
could field three older than 23. It starts be-
fore the opening ceremony and ends after
most big events have concluded; itisamong
the most featured disciplines in the event,
yet a gold medal is not considered the pin-
nacle. Lots of goals are scored, but there is
hardly any recall value. The Olympics adds
little to football, just as football, in its current
iteration, adds little to the Olympics.

Everything and nothing

Thus, football at the Olympics is a mix of
everything, and like all things without a
sharp, pinpoint focus, it is complex and con-
fused. The great minds that have shaped and
influenced the Olympics have not yet dis-
covered the formula to package football so
thatit could embellish the spectacle, lighten
each other’s existence, rather than existasa
half-baked counterfeit, wandering in a state
of purposelessness.

The sport has been a regular fixture since
1896, even though it was a club affair in the
initial edition. Post the first World War, it
was briefly the most coveted medal in foot-
ball, as no other major international tourna-
ment existed yet. British broadcaster David
Goldblatt called Uruguay’s defeat of
Argentina in the final of the 1928 Olympics,
“football's first world championship”.

But two years later, Uruguay would host
the first World Cup and change the history of
the sport and its relationship with the
Olympics.

The sport was absent from the Los
Angeles Games of 1932. FIFA feared the
Olympics would take lustre off the nascent
World Cup tournament; American organis-
ers contested the “amateurism” of football,
now that a fully professional football tour-
nament has been held. Besides, stories go,
that they were fearful of the sport taking root
in the country and displace established ones
like baseball and American football.

German organisers successfully lobbied
for it to be reinstated for the Berlin Games,
although the teams had to meet the defini-
tion of amateurism. It took another Los
Angeles sojourn, in 1984 to tweak the rules
again. Teams could now field professional
players, but teams from Europe and
Americas should not have competed in the
World Cup or continent tournaments. Eight

TOP-3 FOOTBALLERS AT THE OLYMPICS

ALEXANDRE LACAZETTE (France):
A former Arsenal man, Lacazette will
be leading the frontline for France at
the Olympics in a team featuring
Bayern Munich’s Michael Olise and
Crystal Palace’s Jean-Philippe Mateta,
and coached by the legendary
Thierry Henry.

JULIAN ALVAREZ (Argentina):
Alcarez, who just won the Copa
America with Argentina, will go for
another accolade as he looks to
become one of the first male players
to win the World Cup first and then
the Olympics. He will be joined by
Nicolas Otamendi, Geronimo Rulli
and Thiago Almada.

ACHRAF HAKIMI (Morocco): The 25-

LIONEL MESSI
(Argentina): A
huge name
missing from
Argentina’s
Olympic squad
will be Messi,
who had already
informed

coach Javier
Mascherano that he wouldn’t be able
to take part after a gruelling Copa
America campaign. It would also keep
him away from his club Inter Miami,
who are already playing without him
in the ongoing season.

KYLIAN MBAPPE (France): Mbappe
failed to win his first Euro title and
was unveiled as a Real Madrid player
earlier in the week. Los Blancos had
already made it clear that they
wouldn't allow any of their players to
participate in the Olympics due to the
upcoming season.

LAMINE YAMAL (Spain): 17-year-old

TOP-3 ABSENTEES

year-old Hakimi is the most
recognised face in the Morocco line-
up and one of the key architects of
their fairytale run to the 2022 World
Cup semifinals, defeating the likes of
Spain and Portugal.

NABY KEITA (Guinea): A former
Liverpool man, Keita will be
captaining Guinea, who are drawn in
the same group as France, USA and
New Zealand.

FERMIN LOPEZ (Spain): The 21-year-
old Lopez is arecent Euro 2024 winner
with Spain, playing just 28 minutes in
the whole competition. So that keeps
him relatively fresh heading into the
Olympics. He will be joined by Alex
Baena who also won the Euro.

Yamal, who lit up the Euro in Germany
this year, will not participate in order
to manage his workload. With the
next La Liga season looming over the
horizon, Yamal, who played 50 times
for Barcelona last season and started
in all 7 of Spain’s matches in the Euro,
opted to skip this event.

MOHAMED SALAH (Egypt):
According to reports, even though
Egypt's Olympic team manager
Rugero Micali wanted Salah, the
Liverpool legend opted to join his club
for pre-season duties in the USA.

KUBO TAKEFUSA (Japan): Kubo, who
was once signed for Real Madrid,,
spending most of his 5-year there on
loan to various clubs before
permanently moving to Real
Sociedad, will also not take partin the
Olympics due to his parent club
refusing to release him. The clubs can
do that because the Olympics are
outside of FIFA’s scheduled
international match windows.

years on, it was reformed into an U-23 for-
mat, though at the next edition, three play-
ers over 23 were allowed.

Football at the Olympics, thus, feels like
a forced coexistence, showing both in poor
light. Perhaps, football and Olympics in this
era are not made for each other, perhaps
both need a mutually beneficial divorce. Or

maybe a functional solution could be
worked out — like making it a wholly U-21
or U-19 event, or revamping the qualifica-
tion route, or breathing some context into
it, rather than packing an already packed cal-
endar and letting football unfold as a
farce — to liberate it from its state of pur-
poselessness.

Asia Cup: Richa’s off-side masterclass powers India to win

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JULY 21

WHEN RICHA Ghosh walked into bat in
Dambulla on Sunday against the UAE, India's
scoreread 106/4 in the 12th over. Batting en-
try point in T20 cricket is one of the most crit-
ical tactical aspects these days and for India's
sake, the young wicketkeeper couldn't have
asked for better timing. Eight overs and a bit
left, a solid foundation laid despite losing
three wickets within the powerplay.

And Ghosh made the most of her time in
the middle, with a blistering 64 off 29 balls,
in an innings that was embellished by 12
fours and a six, finishing with a stunning
strike-rate of 220.68.

That innings was critical in powering
India to 201/5 - the first time they crossed
200in women's T20Is - as they made it two
comfortable wins out of two to start their
Asia Cup campaign. The defending champi-
ons won by 78 runs to back up their thump-
ing win against Pakistan on Friday.

The highlight of Ghosh's knock was her
off-side strokeplay. From the moment she
hit her first four of the knock, off the fourth
ball she faced, she kept peppering that side as
UAE bowlers offered her the width to free her
arms consistently. UAE captain Esha Oza was
the first one on the receiving end, as she
floated up a full delivery up outside off-
stump and Ghosh drove it square past the in-
field. Her second boundary was pure power,
as she muscled a six over extra cover off
Kavisha Egodage in the very next over.

Then came the 15th over where she
stepped up another gear and Oza was the
bowler who she went after again. First ball, a
square cut past short-third as she picked up
the length quickly to play off the back foot
despite the ball being full. Next ball, slightly
fuller,and was met with a serene cover drive.
Ghosh made ita hat-trick of fours with arare
shot on the leg side as she pulled a short ball
past square-leg, but finished the over with a
fourth boundary, once more cutting past
point.

While India were already on course for

India’s Richa Ghosh celebrates after
reaching her fifty on Sunday. P11

what would have been a par score, with
Harmanpreet Kaur going steady at one end,
Ghosh turned the heat on UAE and they
found no answers. Ghosh is known for her
power-hitting, but this innings was quickly

developing into one filled with elegant shots
that were more about timing and placement.

In the last over bowled by left-arm spin-
ner Heena Hotchandani, Ghosh was perhaps
guilty of running her captain out at the non-
striker's end as Harmanpreet's knock of 66
(47 balls) came to an end just as she had
found her fifth gear. But Ghosh didn't let that
affect her rhythm as she smashed the re-
maining five deliveries for fours, taking India
to their highest total in this format. She pre-
ferred the off-side so much that one of the
five fours in the 20th over was a reverse
sweep, as she picked up a delivery from al-
most outside leg stump and sent it flying past
point.

Inthe end, 11 of her 13 boundaries came
through the off-side. Indian batters in gen-
eral preferred the leg-side during the match
—what with Shafali Verma and Harmanpreet
both heavily preferring that side of the pitch.
Out of their total of 201, Indian batters scored
83 runs through the off-side. And Ghosh
alone scored 48 of those (57.8%).

Ozaeventually led UAE to a creditable to-

tal but the run-chase was never really on as
India restricted their opponents to 123/7.
"When Jemi and I were batting, we were
looking to run hard rather than playing risky
shots as we had lost three early wickets,"
Harmanpreet - who became the format's
second leading run-getter on Sunday - said
after the match. "We were still targeting
around 7 or 8 runs an over. When Richa came
I told her to keep watching the ball and she
batted beautifully. My role was to stay on the
pitch and keep rotating the strike. We had a
good partnership, especially with Richa and
all the credit goes to her for our big total.”
Having not batted in the recent T20I se-
ries at home against South Africa after suf-
fering a concussion while keeping in the first
match, Richa returned to the XI with a bang.
It was a timely reminder of her X-Factor fin-
ishing skills in India's middle-order that they
have craved for often in the past.
BRIEF SCORES: India 201/5 in 20 overs
(Harmanpreet 66, Ghosh 64 not out, Egodage
2/36) bt UAE 123/7 (Egodage 40, Ozra 36,
Deepti 2/23) by 78 runs.

Open houses, Russian translator: How GCL convinced players to sign

AMITKAMATH
JULY 21

AFTER INTRODUCING a desi tadka to the way
elite chess tournaments are organised with its
first season, the Global Chess League (GCL) will
be back for another season in October this year.
In the first edition, the GCL managed to get
some of the biggest names in the sport to sign
up: from world champions like Viswanathan
Anand, Magnus Carlsenand Hou Yifan to stars
like Ian Nepomniachtchi, D Gukesh, R
Praggnanandhaa, Arjun Erigaisi, Vidit Gujrathi
and Tan Zhongyi.

Five-time world champion Anand hailed
the league recently as an “Indian way” of or-
ganising sport.

“Indians are enjoying lots of sports now.
But we like imposing our own business model
onit. We want something new. That's why last
year we had the Global Chess League, which
was this new Indian way of organising sport,”
Anand said at the recent Express Adda.

Convincing players from different coun-
tries and cultures was easier said than done,
particularly since the GCL would be a team-
based league, which had no precedence in a
largely individualistic pursuit like chess. This
is why organisers had to go the extra mile
ahead of the first season.

“One player we signed for the GCL was

someone who spoke exclusively in Russian.
Thankfully, there was a person in FIDE who be-
came our translator. For Chinese players, we
also got presentation decks made in Mandarin,
which had detailed explanations on how we
saw the league happening. It's not that players
absolutely don’t speak or understand English.
But just to eliminate any communication gap
and make the players completely comfortable,
we did all this. This is how we got players from
over 15 countries to sign up,” Sameer Pathak,
CEO of the Global Chess League, told The Indian
Express.

Pathak says that there was one player with
whom GCL organisers exchanged over 35
emails just to convince him about their vision
for the league.

“Besides the emails, we would also hold
something we called an Open House Hour. We
would send a link to a conference call to all
players that would be active for an hour on
specified dates. Any player who had any doubts
about the league could just hop in on that call
and ask us whatever they had on their mind.
We would be on the other end of the calls to
allay any concerns,” said Pathak. “These calls
would take place after we first approached
players, so that anyone who had any doubts
could get those cleared up. Then, after the play-
ers had signed contracts, we would hold calls
so that anyone who wanted to get familiarised
with our unique points system could have clar-
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The biggest names in chess like Magnus Carlsen played in the inauguaral GCL. Twitter

ity. We had four of these Open House calls
when we were trying to sign players. Then two
more to explain the rules to the players.”

Cooperation and coordination

In chess, most players know who the or-
ganisers are since several tournaments have
been held for decades now. So aquickemail or
a phone call can suffice to get a verbal agree-
ment in place before organisers can draw up
contracts. For the GCL to start, the organisers

needed an assist from FIDE, the global govern-
ing body of the sport, who facilitated the intro-
ductions between the organisers and the play-
ers.

After these emails, the elite players who
showed an interest in participating were ex-
plained the concept of the league by GCL or-
ganisers in individual orientation calls.

“Our strategy was to over-communicate
so that players understand how this league
will be different from anything they had

GCL convinced FIDE to forgo
their strict rules about footwear
— they prohibit players from
wearing sneakers at events. But
the organisers lobbied FIDE to
drop the rule for GCL, realising
the marketing potential of
sneaker endorsements.

played in, what our commercial model was
and soon,” said Pathak. “This was so that they
understood what a team owner’s expecta-
tions from the players would be, why they
would be wearing those colourful jerseys
rather than suits that they usually wear at
chess tournaments.”

He revealed that they also convinced FIDE
to forgo their strict rules about footwear — the
global governing body has a code prohibiting
players from wearing sneakers at events. But
the organisers lobbied FIDE to drop the rule for
GCL, realising the marketing potential of
sneaker endorsements.

“Sneakers are allowed in our league only
because what if some sports shoe brand wants
to sponsor a team? Little things like these were
also something that we had to focus on,” said

Pathak.

The other challenge after getting players to
sign was devising a points system because FIDE
winced at theidea of callingita player auction,
believing it to be demeaning.

“We don't call it an auction because the
word brings up negative connotations. We
didn’t want to get into the money-based as-
pect. So to navigate these complexities, we
devised a system where each team owner
had 1,000 points and there were exactly 36
players in the draft pool for the 36 spots avail-
able. The points had no relation to how much
the players’ contracts were worth. But the
team management knew what they would
have to pay each player if they got someone
via the draft. In the draft, you bid for players
by exhausting these 1,000 points. One of the
owners told us that the draft itself was like a
chess game.”

He revealed that the Indian players — par-
ticularly the golden generation of Indians ris-
ing rapidly in the ranks — were the easiest to
convince to join the league.

“There was nothing like the GCL that ex-
isted in the world of chess.
Praggnanandhaa was the easiest player to
convince. The other young Indian players
like Gukesh and Erigaisi didn't take any
time to decide either. These three guys
were the fastest players for us to get on
board. No discussions of any kind.”
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