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Ray Reardon Six-time world champion who
dominated snooker in the 1970s dies aged 91
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As the government prepares to release first 5,500 prisoners from jail
early as part of new policy to ease chronic overcrowding, an alarming
question: who will keep tabs on them and protect the publlc when...

Probation chiel
warns: 97% of the
service is failing
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A little compromise goes a
long way when it comes to
public sector pay

This is where cheap talk about tough choices becomes
expensive. The government’s independent pay review bodies are
understood to have recommended pay rises of 5.5 per cent for
most public sector employees. This is more than inflation but is
needed to keep up with private sector pay, otherwise it will
become even harder for public services to recruit and retain
staff.

[t is also, crucially, more than the 3 per cent assumed in the
previous government’s spending plans, which were accepted as
the baseline for parties’ promises at the general election. That
means the new Labour government approaches its first Budget,
probably in September, with a shortfall of at least £3.5bn a year
- on top of the rest of the gap between opposition rhetoric and
government reality.

The Independent did warn the voters. We repeatedly quoted Paul
Johnson, the head of the Institute for Fiscal Studies, who spoke
of the “conspiracy of silence” between the parties about the
state of the public finances after the election.

[t should therefore not come as a surprise to voters if Rachel
Reeves, the new chancellor, has to raise revenue in ways that
were not explicitly advertised in advance. Nor if she has to make
some uncomfortable decisions to constrain public spending,
notwithstanding election rhetoric about “no return to austerity”.

Such decisions are unfortunate but they are unavoidable. It may
be possible to soften them somewhat if negotiations on pay are
approached in a spirit of constructive compromise. It may be
that half a percentage point could be shaved off the pay awards;
it may be possible to find a small part of the funding for the pay
rise from existing budgets; but most of the award will have to be
paid and it will have to come from taxpayers in some form.

The prime minister and the chancellor can urge restraint on
public-sector trade unions as much as they like, but it is not
union militancy that is the problem here: it is the loss of staff to
the private sector. The one union that was behaving
unreasonably, the junior doctors’ committee of the British



Medical Association, seems ready to accept a compromise deal;
it must be hoped that the other unions follow this example.

The new government cannot allow the public services to be
blighted by staff shortages over the next few years as they have
been in the past few years. There are no easy spending cuts to be
made elsewhere. It would be reckless to borrow to cover current
spending. Therefore, the one group that will have to make the
biggest compromise is the taxpayers.

As Mr Johnson of the IFS says, “there is no fourth option here”.

Taxes are already planned to rise over the next few years, as the
freeze in the cash value of thresholds drags more of people’s
incomes into tax, and at higher rates. But Ms Reeves will have to
go further - and further than the taxes on school fees and non-
doms that were advertised in Labour’s manifesto.

As long as the burden is spread fairly, possibly by taxing those
who have benefited most from the rise in house prices in recent
decades, this is the least bad way of ensuring that the NHS and
schools can afford the staff they need to deliver the services we
deserve.

At a time of national financial stringency, all interested parties
need to be willing to compromise for the greater good; but it is
all of us as taxpayers, and according to means, who will have to
make the greatest sacrifice.

Want your views to be included in T/e Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
Please include your address
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Crisis-hit probation service
not ready for early releases
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The government is preparing the early release of thousands of inmates who have served as little
as 40 per cent of their sentences (Getty)

AMY-CLARE MARTIN
DAVID MADDOX
ANDY GREGORY

The head of the UK’s probation watchdog has warned that the
service is failing in 97 per cent of areas, even before the
government releases thousands of prisoners early. Martin Jones,
the chief inspector of probation, said the service was already



struggling to cope with supervising and managing the number of
prisoners currently released on licence.

The government is preparing early release of thousands of
inmates who have served as little as 40 per cent of their
sentence because of a prison overcrowding crisis in England and
Wales. Prime minister Sir Keir Starmer has warned that the
situation in prisons “was worse than we thought” after Labour
examined the full extent of the issues once it won the election.
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Chief inspector of probation Martin Jones warns it will take

time for new recruits to ‘bed down’ and gain vital experience

as they join a service already chronically overstretched (PA)
There are concerns that potentially dangerous criminals will be
released early in the scheme, putting the onus on the probation
service to ensure they are monitored. But Mr Jones warned that
new recruits promised by the new Labour government to help
shore up the service will not be ready in time for the early

release system’s introduction in the autumn.

On Thursday, the new justice secretary Shabana Mahmood
revealed that 5,500 prisoners would be released early across
September and October as part of a scheme set to last at least 18
months. Ms Mahmood pledged to employ an extra 1,000
probation staff to help manage the newly released offenders in
the community and said she aims to have the new staff in place
by next spring.



However, Mr Jones warned it will take time for new recruits to
“bed down” and gain vital experience as they join a service
which is already chronically overstretched.

Shabana Mahmood announced the emerﬁency scheme after

visiting HMP Bedford and HMP Five Wells (PA)

In a new podcast interview, where he also backed calls for
prisoners serving abolished indeterminate imprisonment for
public protection (IPP) jail terms to be resentenced, he said:
“Clearly, you cannot run out of prison places. The challenge, I
think, is what does that mean for the probation service?

“Our recent reports have found that around 97 per cent of
probation areas are falling short of what we would expect from
them in relation to the supervision and management of
offenders. My question is, as you move people from prisons into
the community, is that going to work effectively? Do they have
the resources in place? Are they prioritising the right areas?

“So, whilst I can understand what is happening, I think it’s an
area that desires a real scrutiny from the inspectorate, but also
from ministers to ensure that the public are kept safe and people
are then given a second chance when they’re released into the
community.”

According to HM Inspectorate of Probation’s most recent
report, 30 out of 31 probation delivery units inspected in 2022-
23 were assessed as “inadequate” or “requires improvement”.



The report, authored by Mr Jones’s predecessor, Justin Russell,
said that in two years since probation services were reunified
into a single public sector service, provision had “got worse, not
better” as inexperienced officers struggled with soaring
caseloads.

Thousands of probation staff have left the service over the past
two years, with almost two-thirds of the 359 officers who quit in
the year to March 2023 taking with them five or more years of
experience. As of March, 5,113 full-time probation officers were
in post — 25 per cent below the required staffing level of 6,794.

o

We are completely overwhelmed, morale is low, and
we have multiple people in our offices on long-term

sick leave - so six months or more - because it is so

stressful

9

Two-thirds of probation officers described their caseload as

Probation service officer

“unmanageable”. And, in what inspectors say is a reflection of
the stress many employees are under, 55 per cent of working
days lost to staff sickness in the most recent year were due to
mental health issues — up from 43 per cent five years earlier.

One probation service officer who joined as a “job for life” in
2018 told The Independent last year that she now reluctantly
planned to quit, saying: “We are completely overwhelmed,
morale is low, and we have multiple people in our offices on
long-term sick leave - so six months or more - because it is so
stressful.”



Mr Jones, who was appointed in January, said while he
welcomed Ms Mahmood’s plans to bring in an extra 1,000
trainee probation officers by the end of March 2025, they will
not be in place when the early release scheme starts in
September.

“I think I could probably be pretty confident in saying that we’re
not going to have a thousand new probation officers in post by
the autumn; I think they’ll be coming along in due course,

maybe by the time you get into the spring of next year,” he told
Trapped: The IPP Prisoner Scandal.

“If you’re joining as a trainee probation officer, newly qualified,
it takes time to build your experience, given the nature of the
caseload that you’re dealing with. And there’ll be a world of
difference between somebody that is freshly trained and they’re
entering this really complex and difficult world, versus
somebody that has maybe 10, 15 years experience.

“So the challenge will be, I think it’s absolutely right to recruit
extra probation officers, but it’s going to take time for those
people to bed down to ensure that they have the experience. It’s
not like buying an accountant from the job centre, where you
can go out and say, ‘OK, then, we need accountants’ and they
know how to do the maths immediately.”

There are just a few hundred prison spaces left in England
and Wales (PA)



There had already been a national recruitment drive to fill the
gaps left by the exodus of more experienced officers, with some
2,600 people training to become probation officers as of March
2023. However, the most recent data showed nearly one in six
trainees was giving up.

Meanwhile, the Tory government’s emergency end of custody
supervised licence scheme — which first saw inmates freed up to
18 days early before being increased to 35 and then 70 days -
will remain in place until September, despite warnings it has
caused “absolute mayhem” for probation. Some 10,000 inmates
have already been freed under this scheme.

Napo probation union chief Ian Lawrence previously told 7/e
Independent: “That’s caused absolute mayhem for probation staff
because we’re trying to deal with people at short notice. If
they’re not in place with a rehabilitation plan, the chances are
they’ll be recalled |to prison| in a week or two, so it’s a revolving
door scenario.”

Mr Jones also told the podcast — which has helped to shine a
light on the injustice facing prisoners trapped in imprisonment
for public protection sentences - that he hoped the new
government will “look again” at the sentences, which are
“hugely costly, hugely burdensome for the system”.

A 70-strong coalition of criminal justice experts and
campaigners last week urged Sir Keir Starmer to end the
injustice of almost 3,000 prisoners languishing on
indeterminate sentences with no hope of release.

A Ministry of Justice spokesperson said: “The prison system is
in crisis which is putting significant pressure on the whole
justice system. We are gripping the situation and supporting our
hardworking staff, including recruiting 1,000 more probation
officers to deliver robust supervision and protect the public.”

Listen to “Trapped: The IPP Prisoner Scandal’ here

Want your views to be included in T/he Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
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Tui passengers are worst hit
as software chaos continues
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The global IT outages led to long queues at airports like Edinburgh yesterday (Photos PA)

SIMON CALDER
TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT

Thousands of passengers across the UK have faced fresh
cancellations and delays to flights as airlines recover from the
impact of one of the largest global IT outages ever.

Dozens of flights were axed yesterday, with data showing 73
cancellations by 4pm, in addition to the more than 400 flights



that were grounded on Friday. That represents around 75,000
passengers across the two days who were booked to fly are not
where they intended to be.

More than 9,000 flights around the world have been cancelled
so far, according to aviation analyst Cirium. Worst affected
yesterday were travellers on British Airways to and from London
Heathrow, with easyJet grounding eight flights to and from
London Gatwick.

“We are stuck in Tenerife where it seems Tui have abandoned
us.” So said Sarah Murdoch, one of an estimated 6,000
holidaymakers whose trips with the giant travel firm have
become unexpectedly prolonged due to the outage affecting
Windows systems.

“Waited at the airport for hours with no Tui rep in sight. We had
to arrange our own accommodation and we are flying back
tonight with Jet2.” Tui says all its customers overseas are being
looked after by resort teams.

At least Ms Murdoch had enjoyed the holiday she booked before
the CloudStrike IT “upgrade” — which Microsoft said had
affected 8.5 million Windows devices - put paid to her
homebound journey. Thousands more had their long-anticipated
package holidays with Tui summarily cancelled.
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Passengers at Gatwick airport yesterday



Tui was hit even harder than the major UK airlines because its
crewing system was directly hit by the software calamity. On
what was expected to be the busiest day this decade for flights
from UK airports, Tui cancelled 64 flights.

To avoid the situation becoming unmanageable, Tui took the
remarkable step of cancelling thousands of holidays - an act
which will cost the company millions of pounds in forfeited
revenue, as well as lost goodwill from disappointed customers.
The company, Europe’s biggest travel firm, is offering them
vouchers for future trips in addition to full refunds or switching
to holidays going ahead on advantageous terms.

But even customers whose holidays have not been cancelled are
experiencing severe disruption. Tui passengers at Manchester
expecting to depart for Cancun in Mexico at noon yesterday
discovered their Boeing 787 was going to fit in a short hop to
Palma de Mallorca and back - delaying the transatlantic trip by
at least eight hours.

Many people took to social media to complain - and were
immediately pounced upon by scammers who set up dozens of
“imposter accounts” on X/ Twitter in a bid to defraud frustrated
travellers. CrowdStrike warned of the threat of criminals seeking
to exploit the fallout from the outage to their advantage. The
Australian Signals Directorate, the equivalent of the UK’s
GCHAQ), also issued an alert about hackers sending out bogus
software fixes claiming to be CrowdStrike.

A spokesperson for Tui said: “Due to the global IT issue at
airports and airlines around the world, TUI’s overall service
level was heavily impacted and we would like to apologise to
everyone affected.

“Whilst the original I'T issue was outside of our control, an
essential system needed to run our airline operation remained
unstable late into |Friday| night. We therefore made the difficult
decision to cancel a number of outbound flights and delayed a
number of inbound flights returning to the UK.

“We are very sorry to all those customers impacted as we
understand how disappointing this would have been and



recognise that many customers were already at the airport
waiting for their departure.”

The 64 Tui departures grounded on Friday represented one in
six of the flights cancelled to, from and within the UK,
according to aviation analyst Cirium.

European air passengers’ rights rules specity that any airline
cancelling a flight must provide stranded travellers with an
alternative means of reaching their destination as soon as
possible, plus a hotel and meals while they wait. In practice,
though, at times of severe disruption, airlines pass on their
obligation to the passenger - leaving travellers to find a room
and an alternative flight home.

Carriers will collectively have lost millions of pounds over what
was supposed to be the most lucrative time of the year.

Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.

Please include your address

BACK TO TOP A



SUNDAY 21 JULY 2024

News Y

Third of English pharmacy
drug supplies hit by outage
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Hospitals across the country have declared critical incidents following an update from
cybersecurity company CrowdStrike crashing Microsoft Windows systems on Friday (PA)
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REBECCA THOMAS
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

A global IT outage hit one-third of drug deliveries to pharmacies
in England, as thousands of GP practices were affected and
hospitals across the country declared critical incidents.

GPs, pharmacies and NHS 111 services across the country
suffered major disruption on Friday after an update from



cybersecurity company CrowdStrike crashed Microsoft
Windows systems. The IT bug hit the Emis I'T system used by
around 60 per cent of GP practices - 3,700 - to access patient
records, book appointments and issue prescriptions.

According to the National Pharmacy Association, one-third of
deliveries in pharmacies across England were hit after a major
wholesaler declared it had been affected by the issues. Although
deliveries have resumed in many areas, the issue is expected to
impact pharmacies into early next week, it said yesterday.

Meanwhile, several NHS services nationwide, including five
NHS trusts, were forced to declare critical incidents due to the
disruption.

Leyla Hannbeck, chief executive of the Independent Pharmacy
Association, told The Independent that pharmacies were more
worried about the lack of access to patient prescriptions than
supply issues. She said if patients needed urgent prescriptions,
pharmacies have been told to refer them to NHS 111.

Nick Kaye, chair of the National Pharmacy Association which
represents independent community pharmacies in the UK, said
yesterday that systems were largely back online and medicine
deliveries had resumed in many pharmacies. However, he said:
“|Friday’s| outage will have caused backlogs and we expect
services to continue to be disrupted this weekend as pharmacies
recover.”
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Around 3,700 GP practices are thought to have been hit by
Friday’s IT outage (PA)



The Independent understands at least eight critical incidents
were raised, including by Barts Health NHS Trust, Homerton
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, Royal Surrey County
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, Oxford Health Foundation
Trust and Chesterfield Hospital Foundation Trust.

Officials covering the London region, Cheshire and Merseyside
and out-of-hours services in East Berkshire also declared
incidents.

Chief executive of London Ambulance Service Daniel Elkeles
said on Friday that its call handlers and ambulance crew were
busy with “huge” increases in the number of calls to 999 and
NHS 111 services. By 2pm, it had received 3,000 999 calls and
3,000 111 services — a third higher than it would usually receive
in 24 hours.

NHS services in London were already facing huge disruption
following a cyberattack last month which hit pathology systems
used by hospitals and GP practices in south London. As a result
of that cyberattack, thousands of patient appointments have
been cancelled.

Specialist cancer hospital The Christie in Greater Manchester
reported that under a third of its patients were affected on
Friday.

Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust said that radiotherapy
treatments at its hospitals had also been impacted by the outage.
[t declared a critical incident, saying it was “currently unable to
deliver our scheduled radiotherapy treatments”.

On Friday, Professor Kamila Hawthorne, chair of the Royal
College of GPs, said: “Our members are telling us that today’s
outage is causing considerable disruption to GP practice
bookings and IT systems — practices using Emis IT systems
appear to be particularly affected.

“Outages like this affect our access to important clinical
information about our patients, as well as our ability to book
tests, make referrals, and inform the most appropriate treatment
plan.”
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Public sector pay rises could
cost extra £10bn, IFS warns
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Jur;ior doctors could be among 6 million workers to get a 5.5 per cent pay rise next year (Photos
PA

REBECCA THOMAS

The government could need up to £10bn extra to cover public
sector pay increases if reports of a 5.5 per cent rise prove true, a
leading economist has warned.

Independent pay review bodies are reported to be preparing to
recommend such an increase for teachers and around 1.3 million



NHS staff, according to reports, well above the figure the
government is thought to have been preparing for.

Paul Johnson, director of the influential Institute for Fiscal
Studies, said he was “not terribly surprised” by the figure, which
would be in line with pay rises across the economy and would
cost an extra £3bn for schools and the NHS alone.

He told the BBC’s Todap programme: “In terms of the cost,
there isn’t a specific number that is budgeted for schools, it’s
probably 1 or 2 per cent, it’s certainly nothing like 5.5 per cent,
so we’d certainly be looking at at least an additional £1bn on
schools’ costs relative to what they’re currently expecting.

“And at least double that across the NHS if the proposals for the
NHS are similar, which it appears that they might be.”

Mr Johnson added that if the 5.5 per cent figure was replicated
across the public sector, it could mean the government needs to
find an extra £10bn.

Paul Johnson, director of the IFS, says he is not surprised by
the 5.5 per cent figure

A higher-than-expected pay rise could pose a significant
challenge for chancellor Rachel Reeves’s first budget, likely to
come in the autumn, after promising to control borrowing and
ruling out a string of tax rises during the election campaign.

Schools and hospitals are unlikely to be able to meet a 5.5 per
cent pay rise from their existing budgets without making cuts
elsewhere. Both NHS England and the Department for Health



and Social Care have previously suggested to independent pay
review bodies that increases don’t exceed 2.2 per cent, which
would be covered under the current 2024-25 healthcare budget.

In evidence to the NHS’s independent pay review body for
2024-25, NHS England said, “Pay awards higher than the levels
included within the funding settlement and which are not
supported by additional government funding, will put further

pressure on the NHS budget.” NHS England added that this
could have a knock-on impact on NHS staffing numbers.

In the 2022 autumn Budget, the sector was awarded an
additional £3.3bn to address higher than planned pay and non-
pay inflation. However, NHS England said: “Inflation has still
been higher than the assumed level, and NHS real-terms
funding growth into 2024-25 remains low by historical
standards.”

Rachel Reeves faces a potential headache for her first Budget
if pay review bodies recommend the increase across the
public sector

Last week the government announced it had agreed to enter
into negotiations with the British Medical Association after
more than a year of strikes over pay.

Asked where the additional money for public sector pay rises
could come from, Mr Johnson said: “It can only come from
higher borrowing than they’re planning, higher taxes than
they’re planning or cuts in spending elsewhere. There is no
fourth option here.”



But failing to meet the recommendations of the pay review
bodies, expected to be published this month, would set up a
clash with trade unions representing the 6 million public sector
workers.

Daniel Kebede, general secretary of the National Education
Union, warned that ignoring the recommendations of pay-
review bodies could result in strike action.

Noting that the new education secretary, Bridget Phillipson, had
“worked really hard” to improve relations with the teaching
profession, he said: “It would be highly problematic for the
Treasury to then intervene and then not implement a 5.5 per
cent pay award. We absolutely would want to avoid strike action,
but that would almost seem inevitable if the Treasury were to
make such an intervention.”

A government spokesperson said: “We value the vital
contribution the almost 6 million public sector workers make to
our country. The pay review process is ongoing, and no final
decisions have been made. We will update in due course;
however, we are under no illusions about the scale of the fiscal
inheritance we face.”
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Chancellor says ‘big bang’
reform of savings will boost
pensions and unlock growth

Rachel Reeves hopes to ensure better returns for savers, increasing the average pension pot by
more than £11,000 (Getty)

CHRISTOPHER MCKEON

The chancellor hopes to boost pension pots by £11,000 and
unlock billions more in investment with a review of retirement
savings.



With pension schemes expected to manage about £800m by
2030, the review will look at how they can be encouraged to
invest in productive assets such as infrastructure.

As well as supporting the government’s aim of boosting
economic growth, the Treasury said this would also ensure
better returns for savers, increasing the average pension pot by
more than £11,000.

The announcement follows the inclusion of the Pension
Schemes Bill in Wednesday’s King’s Speech, to help savers by
introducing automatic consolidation of small pension pots and a
value-for-money framework to improve governance.

Rachel Reeves said: “Despite a very challenging inheritance, this
new government is getting on with the job of delivering our
mandate to get the economy growing so we can make every part
of our country better off.

“The review we are announcing is the latest in a big bang of
reforms to unlock growth, boost investment and deliver savings
for pensioners. There is no time to waste. That is why I am
determined to fix the foundations of our economy so we can
rebuild Britain and improve people’s lives.”

The review will be led by new pensions minister Emma
Reynolds, the first to work jointly with the Treasury and the
Department for Work and Pensions.

Ms Reeves and Ms Reynolds will chair a meeting with the
pensions industry tomorrow to discuss the review, before the
chancellor chairs the first “Growth Mission Board” on Tuesday,
focused on the government’s mission to secure the highest
sustained growth in the G7.

Other measures being considered by the government include
further consolidation of the Local Government Pension Scheme
for England and Wales, which is currently split across 87 funds
and pays £2bn a year in fees alone.

Ms Reynolds said: “Over the next few months the review will
focus on identifying any further actions to drive investment that
could be taken forward in the Pension Schemes Bill before then



exploring long-term challenges to ensure our pensions system is
fit for the future.

“There 1s so much untapped potential in our pensions markets,
with an industry worth around £2 trillion. The measures we
have already set out in our Pension Schemes Bill will help drive
higher investment and a better deal for our future pensioners.”

The announcement of the review has been welcomed by the
pensions sector.

Andrea Rossi, chief executive of investment firm M&G, said the
review was “long overdue”, adding: “Consolidation, combined
with the role of advice, has huge potential to align the interests
of savers with the UK’s growth ambition. We look forward to
supporting the government on this landmark review.”

Barclays’ chief executive CS Venkatakrishnan said: “Pensions
reforms are critical to unlocking institutional investment in
growth equity and, alongside a streamlining of listing
requirements, will give a significant boost to UK capital markets
and growth.”

The previous government also targeted pension schemes as a
potential way of unlocking investment in British businesses and
infrastructure schemes, and then chancellor Jeremy Hunt
announced a series of value-for-money reforms in March.

PA
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Two senior Tories back
Tugendhat as new leader

Tom Tugendhat is being touted as a leader who can unite the fractured party (PA)

HELEN CORBETT

Two senior Tories have thrown their weight behind Tom
Tugendhat to be the new Conservative Party leader. Damian
Green and Steve Baker, who lost their seats in the 4 July election
but are influential figures in the party, have endorsed shadow
security minister Mr Tugendhat.



Mr Baker is an ardent Brexiteer, and former leader of the
European Research Group, while Mr Green was chair of the
One Nation group of Tory moderates.

They wrote in The Dailp Telegraph: “We ought to choose to
transcend old divisions of L.eave versus Remain, One Nation
versus right. We cannot spend the next five years in
recriminations over the past 10. We cannot spend our time in
opposition seeking to expel one wing of the party or another.

They urged MPs not to turn to the “hard right” in response to
the drubbing the Conservative Party received at the general
election. “Some colleagues’ tone often meant that we were cast
as a ‘hard-right’ party or the ‘nasty’ party, leading voters to turn
against us or to whichever party in their area was most likely to
rid them of us,” they warned.

“That won’t do. Our leader must be someone who can
communicate robust ideas with resolve and humility so that the
nation is carried, not divided. For these reasons — not despite
but because we are from different wings of the Conservative
Party — we both see Tom Tugendhat as the individual to deliver
the leadership we need.”

Those believed to be preparing leadership bids include Mr
Tugendhat, shadow communities secretary Kemi Badenoch,
shadow home secretary James Cleverly, former ministers Suella
Braverman and Robert Jenrick, and former cabinet minister Priti
Patel. Ms Braverman has suggested the Conservatives should
welcome Nigel Farage into the party and said that his Reform
UK party “presents an existential threat to us electorally™.

The 1922 Committee of backbenchers will set the rules and
timeline for the race to succeed Rishi Sunak. There have been
divisions in the party over how long the contest should take.

In a Conservative Home survey of 995 Tory party members last
week, Mr Tugendhat polled at 13 per cent - in second place
alongside Mr Jenrick, ahead of Ms Braverman (10 per cent) and
Mr Cleverly (9 per cent). Ms Badenoch polled first at 26 per
cent, with Ms Patel in sixth with 3 per cent.
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Labour MP pregnant at 15
was ‘groomed’ by older man
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Natalie Fleet, 40, warns there is not enough support for women who have been raped (GB News)

TARA COBHAM

An MP who has revealed she became pregnant at 15 after being
“eroomed” by an older man has vowed to be a voice for “women
that have children in far from ideal circumstances”.



Labour MP Natalie Fleet, 40, disclosed that she still suffers
“weekly nightmares” as a result of the harrowing ordeal but is
determined to use her platform to enact change.

She said her family had been struggling when she was growing
up and at one stage even found themselves homeless before she
gave birth to her daughter.

In an interview with Gloria De Piero on GB News to be
broadcast today, Ms Fleet said: “At the time, when I was 15, I felt
full of shame and guilt and responsibility.

“And all I was determined to do was make sure that she had a life
that was as good as she would have had to any age parent. That
was what [ was determined to do, I didn’t think about me or the
impact.”

But, with her daughter now 23 and “the absolute love of my life”,
Ms Fleet said she could look back and think “that wasn’t okay”.

She said: “That was an older man. That was potentially, I mean
now we have labels like grooming that we didn’t have then. I
didn’t know we were having unprotected sex. I was a child and
this is statutory rape. You know, at the time this isn’t something
that we were talking about. It’s not how I saw myself.”
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Natalie Fleet is interviewed by the former Labour MP Gloria
De Piero (GB News/PA Wire)

When she came to tell her daughter about what happened, Ms
Fleet said she had been shocked that she was unable to find any

advice for women in her situation.



She said: “There was nothing. There’s no acknowledgement that
it happens in the UK. And the more research I’'ve done, I've
found that there are over 3,000 conceptions every year from
rape, but there’s no charity to support these women.”

Ms Fleet is now a mother of four and was elected earlier this
month in the Bolsover seat represented for decades by Dennis
Skinner before being won by the Conservatives in 2019.

In that position, she pledged to use her platform to talk more
about women in her situation “and do something about it”.

She said: “I really want to be a voice for all of those people, all of
those women that have children in far from ideal
circumstances.”

Adding that her childhood experiences still had a “massive
impact” on her, she said she was still “so excited about what the
next Labour government is going to do”.

She said: “We’re going to make sure that we’re smashing down
barriers to opportunity so that there can be more stories like
mine. I am a product of the last Labour government. It wasn’t a
perfect government, but it changed my life and it was
transformational.

“And that’s the reason that it’s worth doing a job where you can’t
g0 to the shop in your pyjamas anymore, but where you still have
a panic alarm in your bag, your own children are potentially at
risk, that’s really awful. But when it means that you can make
other children’s lives, who aren’t as fortunate, better, that’s
incredible.”

The interview will be broadcast today on GB News between 1pm
and Ipm
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Government rejects Straw’s
two-state Cyprus solution
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Tayyip Erdogan, left, meets with Turkish Cypriot leader
sh Presidential Press Service)
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DAVID MADDOX
POLITICAL EDITOR

Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdogan has led celebrations of
the anniversary of his country’s intervention 50 years ago, which
left the island of Cyprus split in two.



Thousands of mostly Muslim Turkish Cypriots in the north of
the island joined their president Ersin Tatar and Mr Erdogan to
watch a “peace parade” of tanks, soldiers, jets and military
vehicles, followed by an air performance carried out by the
Turkish Stars (the Turkish version of the Red Arrows) yesterday.

But while there have been celebrations in the north, Greek
Cypriots in the south of the island have approached the
anniversary in a much more sombre mood, with many on both
sides having lost their homes and land as well as family members
to the conflict five decades ago.

[t comes as former Labour foreign secretary Jack Straw, writing
vesterday in 7he Independent, accused the recognised |Greek]|
Cypriot government on the island of being “happy with the
status quo” and demanded that the United Nations, the
European Union, and the UK, as a guarantor power, propose a
two-state solution to force an end to the 50-year crisis.

Newly appointed Europe minister Stephen Doughty has,
though, stuck with UK foreign policy - that the island needs to
come back together in a federal structure that recognises both
communities. This is the solution the UK attempted to create in
the 1960s when it withdrew as the colonial power, only holding
on to its two key military bases.

The presence of what are two highly important bases for the
UK, facing out onto the Middle East, have made the Cyprus
crisis a critical issue and one that is difficult to navigate
diplomatically.

In a tweet, Mr Doughty said: “For too long now, the people of
Cyprus have been divided. On the 50th anniversary of the
events of 1974, the UK restates its commitment to a lasting,
comprehensive and just settlement which benefits all Cypriots,
within the UN parameters of a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation
with political equality.

“We urge all sides to show openness, flexibility and
compromise, and to engage with UN-led efforts to reach a
settlement.”



The events of 20 July 1974 are referred to by Turkish Cypriots as
an “intervention” by Turkey, and by Greek Cypriots as an
“illegal invasion”. They came after what both sides acknowledge
was a coup by a Greek Cypriot military junta with the aim of
“enosis” or unification with Greece. Almost immediately, Greek

Cypriot militias armed by Greece turned on Turkish Cypriots
and killed hundreds.

A military parade in Nicosia yesterday (Reuters)

[t is estimated that some 5,000 individuals from both
communities, also including 300 Turkish soldiers, were killed
during the contlict, and 200,000, including 160,000 Greek
Cypriots, were made refugees as they fled to their respective
parts of the island.

The war that followed saw the Turkish army occupy the north of
the island and take almost a third of the territory. The Turkish
military has remained in bases there to this day, with the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) declared about a decade
later, although it remains unrecognised by countries other than
Turkey.

The TRNC has remained isolated to this day, with the UK and
other countries even banning direct flights there, despite
300,000 Turkish Cypriots living in Britain. Former Tory leader
Sir [ain Duncan Smith has joined Mr Straw in campaigning for
direct flights to be allowed on humanitarian grounds.



Mr Straw has insisted that the problem has become an impasse
because of what he describes as the mistake of allowing Cyprus
to join the EU in 2004, after the southern part of the island
reneged on the UN-brokered Annan deal to bring the island
back together again, a solution the citizens of the unrecognised
TRNC accepted. In 2017, the Cypriot government walked away
from Crans-Montana in Switzerland with a solution close.

When Ersin Tatar was elected president of the TRNC in 2020,
he won on a platform backed by Mr Erdogan for a “two-state
solution”, claiming that, after five decades, hopes of bringing the
two communities together were dead.

“It is the facts on the ground,” he noted. “What we have at the
moment is peaceful coexistence with two neighbouring states.
Different people, different language, different history, different
culture. Therefore it was our true right to establish our own
state, which we did |in 1983].

“Since 1974 we have been separated. The young generation
don’t know one another. They have different language, culture
and experiences. There have been so many bitter experiences
that there is no hope for a federal relationship in the future.”

Now Mr Straw, who played a leading role in the Annan talks,
appears to have backed a move opposed by the UK, Cypriot and
Greek governments as well as the EU and UN.

He said: “The possibility of partition is the one thing which
could, and likely would, prompt the south to compromise,
because if not, they would have an entirely separate,
internationally recognised, independent state to their north. The
absurdity of the current situation, which makes |Ursula| von der
Leyen’s 2021 view so risible, is that, de facto, that’s what we
have anyway. Why should innocent people in the north continue
to be punished through the inconvenience of international
isolation, when their negotiators have repeatedly cooperated
only to face obduracy from the south?”

President Tatar and Turkish Cypriot campaigners have
welcomed his comments.



Rikki Williams and Cetin Ramadan, co-chairs of the
organisation Freedom and Fairness for Northern Cyprus, said:
“As the former foreign secretary, Jack Straw witnessed first hand
the Greek Cypriot rejection of the Annan plan in 2004 and
despite this, their entry into the European Union. This not only
compounded the isolation of the Turkish Cypriots which had
begun in 1963, but it also removed all incentive for the Greek
Cypriot side to negotiate a fair and sustainable settlement.

“Twenty years later and Jack Straw’s statements are truer than
ever. Labour were in government in 1974, 2004 and now 2024 -
they owe it to the Turkish Cypriots to view them as equals at the
negotiating table with their inherent sovereign rights
recognised. It is time for two states on one island. We would
hope that Mr Straw can talk directly to his friends in the new
Labour government.”

But the Cypriot government and its high commission in London
say that a federal solution and the end of Turkish occupation
would be the only acceptable outcome. Deputy high
commissioner Spyros Miltiades told The Independent: “It is
obvious from the above that the ‘Cyprus problem’ is not a
bicommunal dispute but rather an issue of an illegal invasion and
occupation.”
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Highs of 27C forecast as
schools out for summer

A sunbather enjoys the hot weather at Green Park in central London (PA)

REBECCA THOMAS
ALEXANDER BUTLER

Soaring temperatures are set to hit the UK next week with the
weather likely to improve for the start of the school summer
holidays, the Met Office said.

Highs of 26C or 27C have been forecast for some areas of
southern England from Tuesday and Wednesday after a weekend



of cooler weather. It comes after the UK experienced the hottest
day of the year on Friday with temperatures reaching 31.9C at St
James’s Park, in central London.

Met Office meteorologist Craig Snell said: “It won’t be wall-to-
wall sunshine and we’ll see rain in the North on Monday and the
rest of the country on Thursday. It also won’t be as hot as recent
days but warmer than the start to July. It will be an
improvement. Overall, the South East and South are likely to see
the warmest temperatures next week.”

Meanwhile, the AA warned that routes to the coast would be far
busier than usual this weekend as families flock to take
advantage of the hot weather. Brighton and Bournemouth, on
the south coast, were yesterday experiencing heavier traffic
because of day-trippers, it added.

In August, there will be “occasional very warm or hot spells” but
there is “no strong signal” that high temperatures will be
prolonged or widespread across the UK, he added. East and
southeast England have already seen “almost double” the rainfall
expected for the whole of July, Mr Morgan said.

“I think that’s why a lot of people have welcomed the last couple
of days, but Scotland and Northern Ireland have not seen the
high temperatures that the rest of the UK have seen - they’re
still waiting.”

Clouds returned yesterday and higher temperatures were
restricted to the east and southeast of England, while
thunderstorms and heavy rain hit Wales and southwest England.

Today is forecast to be fresher, brighter and drier, and will
mainly stay around the low 20Cs, which is the July average.
Central areas will see the most sunshine, while showers could be
seen in the North West. By tomorrow, the weather will be
changeable but the week ahead will largely be dry. Tuesday and
Wednesday will be drier and brighter with sunny spells.

Last Thursday, the Health and Safety Authority urged employees
to protect themselves from ultraviolet (UV) radiation. It
suggested employers conduct a risk assessment for “potential



UV hazards”, encouraged breaks, and recommended that staff
wear clothing such as wide-brimmed hats to protect them from
the sun.
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Ray Reardon, world snooker
champion, dies aged 91

The Welshman dominated the green baize in the Seventies and won six world titles (Getty)

LUKE BAKER

Ray Reardon, the six-time world snooker champion who was
affectionately nicknamed Dracula for his widow’s peak hairline
and prominent teeth, has died at the age of 91 from cancer, his
wife Carol confirmed.

Reardon — who was born in Tredegar, south Wales - dominated
snooker in the 1970s as he won all six of his world titles in a



nine-year spell, including four straight crowns from 1973-76.

His final World Snooker Championship win came in 1978, just a
year after the event first moved to the Crucible Theatre in
Sheffield, at the age of 45 years and 203 days — making him the
oldest world champion in history at the time. That record was
only broken by Ronnie O’Sullivan, a player whom Reardon had
coached at one point, in 2022.

Leading the tributes, three-time world champion Mark Williams
said: “Ray is one of the best sportspeople ever from Wales and
the best snooker player. He’s one of the reasons why a lot of us
started playing. He put snooker on the map, alongside Alex
Higgins, Jimmy White and Steve Davis. Anyone playing now
owes them a lot because they brought popularity to the game.
He is a real inspiration.”

Reardon and Alex Higgins squared off in two World Snooker
Championship finals (PA)

By the time of snooker’s boom in the mid-1980s, when the sport
exploded in popularity, the Welshman was a respected elder
statesman of the game. He lost to long-time rival Alex
“Hurricane” Higgins in the memorable 1982 world final at the
Crucible but, that same year became the oldest player to win a
ranking event by triumphing over Jimmy White in the final of
the Professional Players Tournament at the age of 50 — a record
that stands until this day.



He won two non-ranking tournaments, the Welsh Professional
Championship and International Masters, in 1983 and
eventually retired from professional competition in 1991. He
never made a maximum 147 break in tournament play but did
make the even-rarer 146.

Reardon won the inaugural Pof Black tournament in 1969 as
snooker burst onto colour televisions across the UK and he was
the first ever world No 1 when the rankings were introduced
during the 1976-77 season, a position he held for the next five
years.

He was awarded an MBE in 1985 for services to snooker and the
Welsh Open trophy was renamed the Ray Reardon Trophy in his
honour from the 2017 edition of the tournament onwards. He
lived in Devon in his later life and was president of the golf club
in Churston, while managing to hit a century break in his local
club at the age of 91.

His impact on the sport can also be measured by those who took
inspiration from him. Steve Davis, the undisputed dominant
force of the 1980s, had watched Reardon play at Pontins in 1975
and incorporated aspects of the then 43-year-old’s game into his
own. These included a short pause before hitting the cue ball,
his overall approach to the shot, and mimicking the way
Reardon acted around the table, thinking he was special.

Reardon, pictured with his wife Sue, was awarded an MBE in
1985 for services to snooker (Getty)



Ahead of the 2004 world championship, Reardon mentored
O’Sullivan by giving him psychological and tactical help, mostly
focusing on his safety play. “The Rocket” would win his second
world title by beating Graeme Dott 18-8 in the final that year
and credited Reardon in his winner’s speech. The two
maintained a warm relationship for the remainder of his life.
“Ray Reardon brought a side to the game I never knew existed,”
O’Sullivan would later say, citing Reardon as one of the three
most influential people in his career. “I learnt it and now I
appreciate it and use it a lot.”

Reardon, born in 1932 in the coal-mining community of
Tredegar in Monmouthshire, had been introduced to cue sports
as an eight-year-old by his uncle and although initially focused
on English billiards, his aptitude for snooker became apparent.
He won the News of the World amateur title in 1949 and had a
successful amateur career for many years.

He initially worked as a miner at Ty Trist Colliery, wearing white
gloves while mining to protect his hands for snooker. However,
after being buried in a rockfall for three hours in 1960, he
changed career to become a policeman and moved across the
border to Stoke. He would turn professional in 1967, at the age
of 34, and his 1969 victory in the inaugural Pot Black
tournament - a series of one-frame matches broadcast by the
BBC - thrust him into prominence.

.

Reardon beat John Pulman (left) in the 1970 World Snooker
Championship final (Getty)



He won his first of six world titles in 1970 by defeating John
Pulman 37-33 in the final and began a decade of snooker
dominance, which included a satisfying 27-16 win over Higgins
in the 1976 final. The gentlemanly, polite and steady Reardon
stood in notable contrast to the wild, untamed, unreliable style
of Higgins both on and off the table, adding a fascinating
personal twist to their long-time rivalry. Higgins would earn his
revenge in the 1982 world final, leading to one of the most
iconic moments in the history of snooker when the Northern
[rishman beckoned his partner and baby daughter to come and
celebrate lifting the trophy alongside him.

Reardon made a good living on the lucrative snooker exhibition
circuit throughout his life and was a mainstay on British
television screens throughout the 1970s and Eighties with
appearances on shows such as 7/4is is Your Life, Parkinson, A
Question of Sport and The Paul Daniels Magic Show. It was on
the latter where the mischievous Daniels first called him
“Dracula” due to the Welshman’s dark widow’s peak hairline and
sharp-toothed grin. The genial Reardon leant into the nickname
which stuck with him for the rest of his career.

He married Sue, a pottery painter, in 1959 and the pair had two
children together before divorcing in 1986. Reardon had left his
wife in 1985 to live with Carol Covington, telling Dazly Mirror
reporters that Sue had been “fully informed” of his eight-year
affair with Covington, whom he would marry in 1987.
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Restaurateurs blackmailed
over 1,000 fake reviews

Owners threatened with one-star posts if they don’t pay up
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Andy Sheridan and his business partner Sam Morgan faced a demand for £2,000 to stop reviews
being posted on Google and Tripadvisor (BBC Radio 4 You and Yours)

ALEX ROSS

The owners of a group of independent restaurants said they
were targeted by criminals who threatened to post fake one-star



reviews if they did not hand over thousands of pounds.

Sam Morgan and chef Andy Sheridan faced a demand for
£2,000 to stop reviews being posted on Google and Tripadvisor
on their five restaurants by a person using a mobile phone with a
Bangladeshi international code.

After refusing to pay the money, several reviews were posted,
said Mr Morgan, who claimed criminals were using the online
review platforms as weapons to obtain cash. By sharing his story,
Mr Morgan hopes to expose the work of the criminal gangs
while ramping up pressure on the online giants to clamp down
on fake reviews.

Google and Tripadvisor said they have since removed the fake
reviews on Mr Morgan’s Open Restaurant Group outlets while
defending mechanisms to ensure reviews on their sites are
genuine.

Mr Morgan said the blackmail started earlier this month with a
message, seen by The Independent, to a customer service
number used for Restaurant 8 in Liverpool, The Bracebridge in
Birmingham, Black and Green in Worcestershire, and
Restaurant OXA in the Wirral.

The message threatened to post negative reviews on Google and
Tripadvisor if £2,000 was not paid to a bank account - and
when Mr Morgan declined, he was told he would receive 1,000
one-star reviews. Days later, two such supposed customer
appraisals appeared on Google about The Bracebridge. “This
restaurant is just a scam. Be aware,” one post read.

When Mr Morgan asked the person who messaged to remove
the reviews, the amount demanded increased to £2,500. “If you
don’t do this now |pay the money| I'll increase the amount, day
by day,” the person wrote to Mr Morgan.

Mr Morgan decided to turn off the phone before more one-star
reviews appeared for his restaurants. He contacted Google and
Tripadvisor, which he said were too slow to act on the issue.

Mr Morgan said: “Google and Tripadvisor are allowing the
criminals to use their platforms as a weapon for the extortion of



money from hard-working businesses like our own. There needs
to be more stringent policies in place to stop this happening,
and to act quickly when it’s raised.”

He added: “The reason I've raised this is to protect others but
hopetfully encourage those targeted not to pay criminals for fake
reviews. Reviews are hugely important for businesses, so any
threat to the online review platforms is obviously a big concern
to not only the owners but the employees.”

Mr Morgan said he flagged the issue to Google but a chatbot
initially responded with self-help guides that did not help him.
He said he raised the blackmail with Tripadvisor before the fake
review was posted on the platform - but it took six days for the
post to be removed.

Google said fake reviews posted on its site were a violation of its
policy and encouraged users and business owners to flag
suspicious activity. A spokesperson said: “Our policies clearly
state that reviews must be based on real experiences and
information. We’ve looked into this case and are removing the
policy-violating content.”

Tripadvisor said it works hard to keep fake reviews off its
platform, with each review submitted going through a series of
checks, first through an Al tool, then, if necessary, by a team of
investigators.

A spokesperson added: “As a final step, if a review does slip
through the cracks, our community - including business owners
— can report it as suspicious so it can be passed to our team for a
closer look.

“The allegation that Tripadvisor is ‘allowing its platform to be
weaponised by criminals for fake reviews’ is ridiculous.
Tripadvisor has extremely robust processes and policies in place
to protect the businesses listed on our platform from blackmail
and threat<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>