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BIDEN EXITS RACE

President endorses Kamala Harris as party nominee after weeks of pressure to step aside « s

U.S. President Joe Biden walks up the steps of Air Force One last week. Mr. Biden's decision to end his campaign thrusts Democrats info a moment of uncertainty. SUSAN WALSH/AP
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MOMENT IN TIME

NEWS PHOTO ARCHIVE

RANDY VELOCCI/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

ENTERTAINING
WEARY TRAVELLERS

For more than 100 years, photographers and photo edi- make the terminal more friendly. One of those im-

tors working for The Globe and Mail have preserved an  provements was a piano lounge, as shown in the

extraordinary collection of news photography. Every photo above from The Globe and Mail’s Randy Ve-

Monday, The Globe features one of these images. This locci. However, the terminal couldn’t compete with

month, we’re showcasing Toronto’s Pearson Airport. the large, sun-filled terminals that sprouted on ei-

ther side. Terminal 3 opened in 1991, and a huge new

o say Toronto Pearson International Air- $s5-billion Terminal 1 opened in 2004. Terminal 2 -

port’s former Terminal 2 was unloved is to  obsolete, unused, unloved - was demolished in

put it mildly. Opened in 1972, it had all the 2008 to make room for more tarmac space. Howev-

charm of a Soviet-era housing project and er, its piano lounge was ahead of its time. Weary

was drab and dark. It eventually became Air Cana- travellers in Terminal 1 and 3 can listen to more than

da’s hub and, in 1991, the airline joined forces with 100 live performances, in all genres, throughout the
Transport Canada to unveil a $140-million facelift to  year. PHILIP KING
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Businesses’ reliance on
major tech platforms
puts their strategic
autonomy at risk = s4

Calls by premiers for
changes to the federal
equalization program
are not baseless = a11

Safe handling practices
can prevent outdoor
meals from becoming
contaminated = a12

{ CORRECTION }

An article Thursday in the News year under the program, $34-million
section, on a proposed Newfoun- more than Ontario. In fact, New-
dland and Labrador lawsuit over the  foundland and Labrador will get
federal equalization program, $218-million; Ontario will get $576-
incorrectly reported that the prov- million.

ince will receive $610-million this

Some of the world’s cleanest pigs are being
raised to grow Kidneys and hearts for humans

LAURAN NEERGAARD
BLACKSBURG, VA.

Wide-eyed piglets rushing to
check out the visitors to their un-
usual barn just might represent
the future of organ transplanta-
tion - and there’s no rolling
around in the mud here.

The first gene-edited pig orga-
ns ever transplanted into people
came from animals born on this
special research farm in the Blue
Ridge Mountains - behind locked
gates, where entry requires wash-
ing down your vehicle, swapping
your clothes for medical scrubs
and stepping into tubs of disin-
fectant to clean your boots be-
tween each air-conditioned barn.

“These are precious animals,”
said David Ayares of Revivicor
Inc., who spent decades learning
to clone pigs with just the right
genetic changes to allow those
first audacious experiments.

The biosecurity gets even tight-
er just a few miles away in Chris-
tiansburg, Va., where a new herd
is being raised - pigs expected to
supply organs for formal studies
of animal-to-human transplanta-
tion as soon as next year.

This first-of-its-kind building
bears no resemblance to a farm.
It’s more like a pharmaceutical
plant. And part of it is closed to all
but certain carefully chosen em-
ployees who take a timed shower,
don company-provided clothes
and shoes, then enter an enclave
where piglets are growing up.

Behind that protective barrier
are some of the world’s cleanest
pigs. They breathe air and drink
water that’s better filtered against
contaminants than what’s re-
quired for people. Even their feed
gets disinfected - all to prevent
them from picking up any possi-
ble infections that might ulti-

e it

Pigs stand in pens at the Revivicor research farm near Blacksburg, Va.,
where the animals are raised for animal-to-human organ transplant
experiments. SHELBY LUM/ASSOCIATED PRESS

mately harm a transplant recip-
ient.

“We designed this facility to
protect the pigs against contam-
ination from the environment
and from people,” said Matthew
VonEsch of United Therapeutics,
Revivicor’s parent company. “Ev-
ery person that enters this build-
ing is a possible pathogen risk.”

This is what it takes to clone
and raise designer pigs for their
organs - including a US$75-mil-
lion “designated pathogen-free
facility” built to meet Food and
Drug Administration safety stan-
dards for xenotransplantation.

Thousands of Americans each
year die waiting for a transplant,
and many experts acknowledge
there never will be enough hu-
man donors to meet the need.

Animals offer the tantalizing
promise of a ready-made supply.
After decades of failed attempts,
companies including Revivicor,
eGenesis and Makana Therapeut-
ics are engineering pigs to be
more humanlike.

So far in the U.S. there have
been four “compassionate use”

transplants, last-ditch experi-
ments into dying patients - two
hearts and two kidneys. Revivicor
provided both hearts and one of
the kidneys. While the four pa-
tients died within a few months,
they offered valuable lessons for
researchers ready to try again in
people who aren’t quite as sick.
Now the FDA is evaluating
promising results from experi-
ments in donated human bodies
and awaiting results of additional
studies of pig organs in baboons
before deciding next steps.
About 300 pigs of different ag-
es live on this farm, nestled in
rolling hills, its exact location un-
disclosed for security reasons.
But in neighbouring Chris-
tiansburg is the clearest signal
that xenotransplantation is en-
tering a new phase - the sheer
size of United Therapeutics’ new
pathogen-free facility. Inside the
77,000-square-foot building, the
company expects to produce
about 125 pig organs a year, likely
enough to supply clinical trials.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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U.S. President Joe Biden and Vice-President Kamala Harris attend an event in Raleigh, N.C., in March.
Mr. Biden's departure abruptly plunges the Democratic Party into a moment of uncertainty just one
month before it expects to crown its nominee at a convention in Chicago. DOUG MILLS/NYT

Biden withdraws from
U.S. presidential race

Democrat’s decision, after weeks
of increasing pressure from within
party ranks for him to stand aside,
marks a surprising reversal

NATHAN VANDERKLIPPE
INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

U.S. President Joe Biden has abandoned his re-
election campaign with only 107 days until vot-
ers choose their next president, leaving Demo-
crats, some of whom had called for his exit, just
afewweeks to pick anew candidate as they seek
to keep a resurgent Donald Trump from taking
back the White House.

Mr. Biden said he would step aside “in the
best interest of my party and the country,” and
endorsed Vice-President Kamala Harris to take
the party’s nomination in his stead. He said he
would continue serving as President for the
remainder of his term, which ends in January.

The President’s decision stamps an end date
on his long political career, which began with
his first local election win in 1970. The 81-year-
old was praised as a patriot by his Democratic
peers for leaving the race to make way for a
younger contender. He promised to say more
later this week about his reasons for leaving.

Questions about Mr. Biden’s mental fitness
have grown more acute since his stumbling de-
bate performance last month suggested he is
beginning to succumb to the frailties of old age.
In the weeks that followed, calls for him to cede
his position as presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee grew more insistent from within party
ranks, as congressional leaders, prominent fun-
draisers and even close allies made public their
concern about the viability of his candidacy.

His decision on Sunday marks a stunning
personal reversal. Until the moment he an-
nounced that he would drop out through a
statement posted to social media, Mr. Biden and
his campaign insisted that he alone was best
suited to vanquish Mr. Trump, as he did in 2020.

There is no modern American precedent for
a party’s chosen leader voluntarily leaving the
race at such a late moment, after the conclusion
of primary elections in which voters over-
whelmingly chose Mr. Biden as their candidate.

It brings yet another major jolt to a presiden-
tial race already shaken by this month’s assassi-
nation attempt on Mr. Trump, the Republican
candidate, and his criminal conviction in May.

Mr. Trump issued a new fundraising appeal
within minutes of his rival’s announcement,
saying Mr. Biden “just quit the race in COM-
PLETE DISGRACE!” Soon after, he began selling
his trademark red Make America Great Again
hats in white, saying they were to commemo-
rate Mr. Biden’s departure. Mr. Trump, who has
for months enjoyed a slim lead in polls, must
now remake his own campaign against a new
and, for now, unknown opponent.

For Democrats, meanwhile, Mr. Biden’s
departure abruptly plunges the party into a
moment of uncertainty just one month before
it expects to crown its nominee at a convention
in Chicago.

His withdrawal frees delegates to that con-
vention from their commitment to any candi-
date, placing the future of the party - and per-
haps the country - in their hands, although Mr.
Biden is likely to maintain considerable moral
suasion, giving Ms. Harris an edge.

It is unclear whether there will be a competi-
tion for the nomination; as of Sunday evening
no other Democrats had said they would vie for
the spot, and some possible contenders, includ-
ing California Governor Gavin Newsom and
Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro, had
endorsed Ms. Harris.

The intricacies of the selection process will
almost certainly need to be reformulated for the
exceptional new circumstances. Another com-
plication: The party’s chosen nominee will
themselves have to select a running mate, cre-
ating the potential for a disruptive secondary
contest.

At the same time, some Democratic Party el-
ders and major donors moved quickly to sup-
port Ms. Harris, hoping to prevent a period of
fractious infighting less than four months from
this year’s election.

Ms. Harris is a former California prosecutor
and attorney-general who as Vice-President
drew criticism for failing to stem large numbers
of illegal migrants, but plaudits for her advoca-
cy on maintaining legalized access to abortion,
a key Democratic campaign plank. On Sunday,
she pledged to “earn and win” the party’s

support, saying she would “do everything in my
power to unite the Democratic Party - and unite
our nation - to defeat Donald Trump” and his
“extreme” agenda.

Former president Bill Clinton and Hillary
Clinton, the 2016 Democratic presidential nom-
inee, said in a joint statement that they support
Ms. Harris as the party’s candidate. They were
joined by influential wings of the Democratic
Party, including its Congressional Progressive
Caucus and Black Caucus.

Reid Hoffman, a major Democratic donor,
also said he would support Ms. Harris. “It’s time
for us to unite,” Mr. Hoffman, the co-founder of
LinkedIn, said in a statement. The chairs of
Democratic state party organizations across the
country gave their “full support” to Ms. Harris,
sources familiar with the matter told the Reu-
ters news agency.

Other notable Democrats, however, did not
immediately support Ms. Harris, including for-
mer president Barack Obama and former
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Some Democrats believe the party would be
best served by a competitive process, even if
brief, to evaluate who will be better positioned
to challenge Mr. Trump, who boasts formidable
campaign skills and growing support from
groups of voters that have traditionally voted
Democratic, including Black, Hispanic and
young Americans.

Ms. Harris, who is of Black and South Asian
descent, became a political pioneer as the first
woman to become vice-president. If elected,
she would be the first woman to become presi-
dent.

But she has struggled in other campaigns,
including her failed 2020 attempt to become
the Democratic presidential nominee, when
she dropped out more than two months before
the first primary vote took place.

“Running in a primary campaign is difficult
enough and that didn’t go especially well for
her. But a one-on-one general-election cam-
paign against someone like Trump is an im-
mense challenge,” said Dan Schnur, a long-time
California political strategist.

“The main reason the Democrats might ben-
efit from even an abbreviated competitive proc-
ess is to test the mettle of the candidates, Harris
included, to see who might be best prepared for
that challenge.”

Failing to hold a competitive process may
also provide Republicans new grounds for polit-
ical attack.

“I'm worried about the consequences to our
democracy if the Democrats decide not to open
up the nomination process,” said Frank Luntz,
the prominent Republican pollster and strate-
gist. “Trump will claim it’s a rigged nomination
and independent voters already think the elites
in Washington have too much power.”

Democrats, however, may not have much
choice. Reopening a primary selection process
would not only encounter daunting logistical
hurdles, it would violate party rules and the law
insome states, said Sandy Maisel, a government
professor emeritus at Colby College in Water-
ville, Me.

Any challenger “would have to be so self-
assured that they had a better chance at beating
Trump than Harris did - and that they could
beat Harris - that they would risk their entire
political career for that.”

Ms. Harris, as a lawyer, is seen as capable of
more sharply parrying Mr. Trump’s verbal
blows than Mr. Biden, although she may strug-
gle to match Mr. Biden’s skill in speaking to
independent voters.

She possesses other advantages, however,
including access to the powerful campaign
organization already built for Mr. Biden, and
preferential access to the funds it has raised.

The “likely outcome is there will be a general
rallying round Harris, just because there’s no
obvious alternative that wouldn’t tear the party
apart,” said Gary Jacobson, an emeritus scholar
at University of California San Diego who has
written extensively on U.S. politics.

Democrats, too, hope Mr. Biden’s departure
will allow them to revive a campaign they
intended to cast as a referendum on Mr. Trump.
That strategy had splintered as questions about
Mr. Biden’s age and mental acuity rose to the
fore.

“All of us want to get back on offence.Tam so
tired of playing defence in this race and watch-
ing the Republicans gloat,” said Mike Nellis, a
prominent Democratic technologist and fun-
draiser who is founder of digital marketing
agency Authentic.

“Every Democratic activist I talk to is so tired
of fighting with each other.”

Kamala Harris is the
Democratic Party’s best
chance. They should take it

DOUG
SAUNDERS

Il ANALYSIS

amala Harris has not been
I< very visible during the past

3V years, as is often the
case with U.S. vice-presidents.
Despite a robust set of responsib-
ilities, she rarely makes front-
page news. A scattering of
memes and gaffes have given
Americans a sense, however inac-
curately, that she is awkward. Her
public-favourability ratings are
not very strong. When she ran in
the presidential primary in 2020,
she was seen as a lacklustre cam-
paigner.

But she is the best hope the
Democratic Party has of defeat-
ing Donald Trump now that Pres-
ident Joe Biden has abandoned
his re-election bid. She is the par-
ty’s only truly viable candidate,
and needs to be running for pres-
ident now.

To understand why better-in-
formed Democrats have come to
that conclusion, it may be worth
looking at polls - but not the
ones we usually see. In those, Mr.
Biden has consistently averaged
several points behind Mr. Trump
since his shambolic June 27 de-
bate performance gave voters a
sense that he was suffering a seri-
ous impairment.

Ms. Harris has generally fared a
bit better. When voters are asked
about a hypothetical Trump-Har-
ris election, she has sometimes
come out ahead by a couple
points, sometimes behind. But
those polls aren’t that useful, be-
cause most Americans know lit-
tle about their Vice-President.

More important are surveys
that pit Mr. Trump against what
pollsters call “generic Democrat”
- that is, any opponent who isn’t
Mr. Biden. The last time this was
asked directly in a large-scale
poll, in November by NBC News,
Mr. Biden lost by two points to
Mr. Trump while the generic fig-
ure won by an impressive six
points. Another poll this month
showed “generic Democrat” fig-
ures, albeit at the congressional
level, leading Republicans by
three points. Such polls have gen-
erally shown Democrats ahead of
Republicans all year. Indeed,
CNN found earlier this month
that three times as many U.S. vot-
ers believed “someone else”
would have a better chance of
winning an election than Mr. Bi-
den.

In other words, if you erase
voter concern about Mr. Biden’s
appearance of advancing age and
incomprehensibility, and replace
him with any Democrat who
doesn’t have those liabilities, you
probably have a winning candi-
date.

And Ms. Harris is the only per-
son who can plausibly put on this
“generic Democrat” T-shirt in
time to win the election. In an
imaginary world where Mr. Biden
had quit the race in January, oth-
er candidates might have fared
better during the eight-month-
long ritual of primaries and cau-
cuses leading to the late-August
Democratic National Conven-
tion.

Given the threat posed by Mr.
Trump, there is no way the Dem-
ocrats can wait a month to field
their presidential candidate. Nor
could they survive a contested
convention in which a field of
candidates say negative things
about one another on national
airwaves.

Any other candidate would
take additional weeks to build up
a campaign and gain public rec-
ognition - and there are only 10
weeks between the Democratic
convention and the Nov. 5 elec-
tion. Ms. Harris, as the sitting
Vice-President, has been viewed
by leading Democrats as the nat-
ural replacement candidate since

June, and was endorsed on Sun-
day by Mr. Biden himself.

Besides, senior Democrats
have reportedly warmed to the
possibility that Ms. Harris might
be a very strong candidate indeed
in 2024, given the contrast she
strikes not only against Mr.
Trump but against Mr. Biden,
who is a weak candidate against
Republicans and has also disillu-
sioned key sectors of Democrats.

To understand her strengths,
it’s worth revisiting the TV ad she
aired during her 2020 primary
campaign, which portrayed her
as “the anti-Trump” in every
way:

“He’s a world leader in temper
tantrums; she never loses her
cool. She prosecuted sex preda-
tors; he is one. She shut down
for-profit colleges that swindled
Americans; he was a for-profit
college - literally. He’s owned by
the big banks; she’s the attorney-
general who beat the biggest
banks in America and forced
them to pay homeowners $18-bil-
lion.”

As a figure seen as somewhat
to the right of Mr. Biden, as a for-
mer tough-on-crime prosecutor
and California attorney-general
with little interest in the very on-
line identity-politics issues derid-
ed by Republicans as “woke,” she
has strong prospects with moder-
ate Republican and independent
voters. She also lacks some of Mr.
Biden’s liabilities: She does not
share his polarized stand on the
Israel-Hamas war, which has dri-
ven away younger voters in im-
portant states such as Michigan.
She does not have any family
scandals such as the one involv-
ing Mr. Biden’s son Hunter, con-
victed of unlawful gun posses-
sion this year, that have dragged
down Mr. Biden’s popularity
among swing voters.

Given the threat posed
by Donald Trump,
there is no way the
Democrats can wait a
month to field their
presidential candidate.

Ms. Harris’s perceived liabili-
ties tend to be things having little
to do with her actual perform-
ance. Some Democrats fret that
American voters may not be
ready for a woman of colour - es-
pecially given Mr. Trump’s evi-
dent popularity despite his over-
tly misogynist and often racially
charged views.

But big majorities voted for a
Black president, Barack Obama,
twice in 2008 and 2012. A major-
ity voted for a female candidate,
Hillary Clinton, in 2016. This sug-
gests that most Americans, ex-
cept those deeply tied to Mr.
Trump’s candidacy, have no
problems with Ms. Harris’s iden-
tity. (Indeed, a recent poll
showed that Michelle Obama, a
former first lady who has ex-
pressed no interest in entering
politics, would be by far the
strongest Democratic candidate
against Mr. Trump were she to
run, and the only one sure to beat
him.)

Ms. Harris’s identity as a Cali-
fornian could be more of a liabil-
ity. Mr. Trump and his vice-presi-
dential candidate, J.D. Vance,
both routinely denounce Califor-
nia as a failed state filled with
street poverty and flaky gender-
identity politics.

But she could just as well char-
acterize them as two Ivy League-
educated millionaires from the
ultra-elite worlds of finance and
real estate.

As a starting position in what
will be a brutal, everything-on-
the-table battle for the future of
America and the world, that’s not
bad - and she is the only candi-
date who is anywhere near the
starting blocks.

U.S. Vice-President Kamala Harris, seen in May, has been viewed by
leading Democrats as the natural replacement candidate for Joe Biden
since June. Mr. Biden himself endorsed her Sunday. JOHN RAOUX/AP
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U.S. President Joe Biden, seen in March, 2023, dropped out of the 2024 presidential race on Sunday. He
endorses Vice-President Kamala Harris to succeed him as the Democratic nominee. ANDREW HARNIK/AP

Biden’s decision marks
moment of changed history

By stepping aside,

he sets in motion

a cascade of moves
that reshape the

2024 presidential race

DAVID SHRIBMAN

W ANALYSIS

bandoning the indefensi-
Able, Joseph  Robinette

Biden Jr. bowed to the inev-
itable and, ultimately, the un-
avoidable.

By stepping aside from the
quest for a second term, Mr. Biden
set in motion a cascade of ex-
traordinary developments that
reshapes the 2024 presidential
race even as his withdrawal
placed his fingerprints on Amer-
ican history by endorsing Vice-
President Kamala Harris, a Black
and South Asian woman, to suc-
ceed him.

His decision, creating yet
another astonishing turn in a tur-
bulent, immensely consequential
presidential-election year, brings
to a sudden end Mr. Biden’s
fourth presidential campaign; as-
sures the eclipse of his half-centu-
ry at the centre of American poli-
tics; and throws into upheaval
the general-election plans not
only of his own party but also of
Donald Trump’s Republicans. Mr.
Biden’s rivals had been planning
for more than half the year on a
campaign against an 81-year-old
whose decline provided fodder
for his opponents but was heart-
breaking to his allies.

Confined by COVID-19 in his
Delaware beach house, under
intense pressure and facing the
saddening likelihood that the
White House years that he had
yearned for in an arc of nearly
four decades would be circum-
scribed, Mr. Biden overlooked
Cape Henlopen State Park for
days while looking over his op-
tions. Outside the Biden home,
speculation swirled. Inside, a
President seethed, and then,
almost on impulse, he relented.

With his disastrous perform-
ance at the late June debate with
Mr. Trump, Mr. Biden - who, as
early as 1987, when he began his
first quest for the White House,
was regarded as a symbol of the
vigour and potential of America’s
youthful political class - was es-
sentially chased from the cam-
paign. He was recast in the public
eye not as a striving man of po-
tential but as a halting senior with
rapidly declining mental acuity.

The result was an extraordin-
ary spectacle in which an incum-
bent who wished for another
term was all but denied the
chance to seek it.

This episode is a poignant echo
of the withdrawal from the 1968
race by president Lyndon B. John-
son, which occurred when Mr.
Biden was a 25-year-old law stu-
dent. It was an inflection point in
the American passage that clearly
shaped the rhetoric the 46th pres-
ident used in his own withdrawal
statement.

In a period of tumult that -
with political strife and the spray
of bullets - resembles 1968, Mr.
Biden adopted and adapted the
rationale that the 36th president,
also facing possible defeat for re-
election, employed for his with-
drawal. Both told the American
people they would focus their
energies on completing the work

they had begun and, implicitly,
would make way for fresh new
leadership.

The Biden decision represent-
ed a remarkable reversal in the
President’s fate and destiny at the
same time as it reshaped presi-
dential history, which in almost
every case assures a president
who seeks a second term a
chance to do so. One exception,
along with the Johnson example,
was Franklin Pierce, also an
American chief executive in a
time of political convulsion - in
his case, the contention over slav-
ery that led to the Civil War. The
Pierce effort to win the Democrat-
ic nomination of 1856 stalled out
after 15 ballots at a national con-
vention that delivered the nomi-
nation to James Buchanan on the
17th ballot.

For about a month, Mr. Biden
resisted the call of senior party
leaders because he knew that
they, and their forebears, have
underestimated him for decades.
Indeed, that has been a pattern
since late 1971, when he ap-
proached the Democratic Nation-
al Committee for assistance only
to find that the party wise men -
wrong for not the last time - rude-
ly dismissed him as a callow 29-
year-old in a hopeless challenge
to a popular Republican Senate
incumbent that he eventually
won.

The Biden decision
represented a
remarkable reversal
in the President’s fate
and destiny at the same
time as it reshaped
presidential history,
which in almost every
case assures a president
who seeks a second
term a chance fo do so.

The Biden decision was greet-
ed with praise from fellow Demo-
crats, who created a chorus that
swelled to the sentiment ex-
pressed by Democratic Senator
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, whoinan
interview Sunday, said, “As a
patriotic American, the President
did the right thing.” In a separate
interview, Senator Angus King of
Maine, an independent, said,
“He’s clearly decided that this
decision, while personally diffi-
cult, is in the best interest of the
country.”

Mr. Biden has put the full
weight of his office and the power
that comes with his years of party
service behind Ms. Harris. That
likely short-circuits the possibili-
ty of the first American open con-
vention since 1952 - a prospect
that sent party elders, who prize
stability and reliable political
processes and deplore the kind of
chaos such an event might pro-
duce, into eruptions of worry.

“Kamala benefits from very
low expectations,” said Steven
Grossman, a former chairman of
the Democratic National Com-
mittee. “She’ll do well with voters
of colour, women, young people
and seniors.”

Though Harry Truman did not
endorse his vice-president, Alben
Barkley, for president in 1952, and
though Barack Obama did not
endorse Mr. Biden in 2016 - a
source of recurrent Biden family
resentment aimed at the Obamas
- in many respects, Mr. Biden
could do little else in the case of
Ms. Harris.

Mr. Biden, who on Sunday
described his Vice-President as
“an extraordinary partner,” chose
the former California senator as
his understudy nearly four years
ago. On that day in August, 2020,
he argued that she was “ready to
do this job [of the presidency] on
Day One.” He thus is on record
with that sentiment, which
would have been awkward to
reject, even at a time of profound
party crisis. He also almost cer-
tainly believed - and many party
leaders agree - that a party whose
core loyalists are Blacks and
women could not turn away from
a Black woman.

Cardiologists know that shock
often is followed by confusion,
and this is surely the case in the
American body politic.

Mr. Trump said that his long-
time rival had “quit the race in
COMPLETE DISGRACE!” The
Republicans now must complete-
ly recalibrate their autumn ap-
peal, aiming it at Ms. Harris rather
than at Mr. Biden. There were
indications from the Trump cam-
paign Sunday night that the for-
mer president might choose not
to debate Ms. Harris.

Mr. Biden’s decision - one of
those moments in the life of a
country that is shocking but not
surprising - does not settle
accounts in the Democratic Party.
Indeed, it raises several substan-
tial questions that must be an-
swered in the days and weeks
ahead.

One of those questions is not
likely to be a challenge to Ms. Har-
ris’snomination. One Democratic
senator, seeking anonymity so as
not to discomfit the Biden camp,
said that he had surveyed all the
possible replacements for Mr.
Biden and found that none had
the taste for a challenge to Ms.
Harris for the nomination. For-
mer president Bill Clinton and
former secretary of state Hillary
Clinton, the Democrats’ 2016
nominee, were among the first in
a parade of party leaders to en-
dorse the Biden endorsement.

Now the question is whether
Ms. Harris will choose her own
running mate or, like the 1956
Democratic nominee Adlai Ste-
venson of Illinois, request an
open contest at the party’s con-
vention in Chicago a month from
Monday. It is a prize worth hav-
ing, even if the Harris ticket is
defeated in November.

In the possibility of a Harris
defeat, the presidential field
would be open four years from
now for any or all of those who
might become the Democrats’
2024 vice-presidential nominee.
They include Senator Mark Kelly
of Arizona, a former astronaut
and husband of former represen-
tative Gabby Giffords, who was
shot in the head in 2011, and gov-
ernors Gretchen Whitmer of
Michigan, Josh Shapiro of Penn-
sylvania, Andy Beshear of Ken-
tucky, J.B. Pritzker of Illinois and
Roy Cooper of North Carolina.

Every one of those figures
knows that vice-presidential
nominees such as Theodore Roo-
sevelt, Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, Calvin Coolidge, Harry Tru-
man, LBJ, George H.W. Bush and
Mr. Biden himself eventually
have become president, and oth-
ers, including Hubert Humphrey,
Walter Mondale and Al Gore,
have won presidential nomina-
tions.

Now, Ms. Harris is on the pre-
cipice of joining the list.

Special to The Globe and Mail

Endorsed by Biden,
Harris could be first
female U.S. president

CHRIS MEGERIAN WASHINGTON

he’s already broken barriers, and now Kamala Harris
could shatter several more after President Joe Biden
abruptly ended his re-election bid and endorsed her.
Mr. Biden announced Sunday that he was stepping
aside after a disastrous debate performance catalyzed fears
that the 81-year-old was too frail for a second term.

Ms. Harris is the first woman, Black person or person of
South Asian descent to serve as vice-president. If she
becomes the Democratic nominee and defeats Republican
candidate Donald Trump in November, she will be the first
woman to serve as president.

Mr. Biden said Sunday that choosing Ms. Harris as his run-
ning mate was “the best decision I've made” and endorsed
her as his successor.

“Democrats - it’s time to come together and beat Trump,”
he wrote on X, the social-media platform formerly known as
Twitter. “Let’s do this.”

Ms. Harris described Mr. Biden’s decision to step aside as a
“selfless and patriotic act,” saying he was “putting the Amer-
ican people and our country above everything else.”

“Iam honoured to have the President’s endorsement, and
my intention is to earn and win this nomination,” Ms. Harris
said. “Over the past year, I have travelled across the country,
talking with Americans about the clear choice in this
momentous election.”

Prominent Democrats followed Mr. Biden’s lead by swiftly
coalescing around Ms. Harris on Sunday. However, her nomi-
nation is not a foregone conclusion, and there have been sug-
gestions that the party should hold a lightning-fast “mini pri-
mary” to consider other candidates before its convention in
Chicago next month.

A recent poll from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research found that about six in 10 Democrats believe Ms.
Harris would do a good job in the top slot. About two in 10
Democrats don’t believe she would, and another two in 10
say they don’t know enough to say.

The poll showed that about four in 10 U.S. adults have a
favourable opinion of Ms. Harris, while about half have an
unfavourable opinion.

A former prosecutor and U.S. senator from California, Ms.
Harris’s own bid for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomi-
nation imploded before a single primary vote was cast. She
later became Mr. Biden’s running mate, but she struggled to
find her footing after taking office as Vice-President.
Assigned to work on issues involving migration from Central
America, she was repeatedly blamed by Republicans for
problems with illegal border crossings.

However, Ms. Harris found more prominence as the White
House’s most outspoken advocate for abortion rights after
the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. She
has also played a key role in reaching out to young people
and voters of colour. In addition, Ms. Harris’s steady perform-
ance after Mr. Biden’s debate debacle solidified her standing
among Democrats in recent weeks.

Even before Mr. Biden’s endorsement, Ms. Harris was
widely viewed as the favourite to replace him on the ticket.
With her foreign policy experience and national name recog-
nition, she has a head start over potential challengers, includ-
ing California Governor Gavin Newsom, Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whitmer and Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro.

Ms. Harris will seek to avoid the fate of Hubert Humphrey,
who as vice-president won the Democratic nomination in
1968 after president Lyndon Johnson declined to run for re-
election amid national dissatisfaction over the Vietnam War.
Mr. Humphrey lost that year to Republican Richard Nixon.

Mr. Nixon resigned in 1974 during the Watergate scandal
and was replaced by vice-president Gerald Ford. Mr. Ford nev-
er won a term of his own.

Vice-presidents are always in line to step into the top job if
the president dies or is incapacitated. However, Ms. Harris
has faced an unusual level of scrutiny because of Mr. Biden’s
age. He was the oldest president in history, taking office at 78
and announcing his re-election bid at 8o. Ms. Harris is 59.

She addressed the question of succession in an interview
with the Associated Press during a trip to Jakarta in Septem-
ber, 2023.

“Joe Biden is going to be fine, so that is not going to come
to fruition,” she stated. “But let us also understand that every
vice-president - every vice-president - understands that
when they take the oath, they must be very clear about the
responsibility they may have to take over the job of being
president.”

“I'm no different.”

Ms. Harris was born Oct. 20,1964, in Oakland, Calif., to par-
ents who met as civil rights activists. Her hometown and
nearby Berkeley were at the heart of the racial and social-
justice movements of the time, and Ms. Harris was both a
product and a beneficiary.

She spoke often about attending demonstrations in a
stroller and growing up around adults “who spent full time
marching and shouting about this thing called justice.”

Ms. Harris chose a career as a prosecutor, a move that sur-
prised her activist family. She said she believed that working
for change inside the system was just as important as agitat-
ing from outside.

A little more than two years after becoming a senator, Ms.
Harris announced her campaign for the 2020 Democratic
presidential nomination. But her campaign was marred by
infighting, and she failed to gain traction, ultimately drop-
ping out before the Iowa caucuses.

When Mr. Biden selected Ms. Harris as his running mate,
he reflected on what her nomination meant for “little Black
and brown girls who so often feel overlooked and underval-
ued in their communities.”

“Today, just maybe, they’re seeing themselves for the first
time in a new way, as the stuff of presidents and vice-presi-
dents,” he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. Vice-President Kamala Harris, pictured in March, describes
Mr. Biden's decision to step aside as a ‘selfless and patriotic
act,’ saying he was ‘putting the American people and our
country above everything else.” TOM BRENNER/REUTERS
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A Kamala Harris presidency would be better for Canada

While a potential Poilievre-led
government might work better
with Trump, the Vice-President
would defend the rules-based
order that Canada values

JOHN
IBBITSON

[l oPiNION

here are good reasons to believe

that a Kamala Harris administra-

tion would be a friend to Canada,

now that President Joe Biden has
left the race and endorsed his Vice-Presi-
dent to succeed him.

But a Canadian government led by Con-
servative Leader Pierre Poilievre, as polls
suggest is likely, might well work better
with a second Donald Trump administra-
tion.

You could argue that there are pluses
and minuses to various scenarios, depend-
ing on what happens during their electoral
cycle and ours. But so much more is at
stake. Mr. Trump and his vice-presidential
candidate, J.D. Vance, would challenge the
fundamentals of what Deputy Prime Min-
ister Chrystia Freeland calls “the rules-
based international order.”

Whatever the Vice-President’s
strengths and weaknesses - and we are
about to learn more about those - a Harris
presidency would continue to defend
those fundamentals.

Most Canadians will be wishing her
well.

Relations between Canada and the
United States have generally gone well
when Democrats are in the White House
and Liberals are ensconced in Ottawa.
(Franklin Roosevelt and Mackenzie King;
John F. Kennedy and Lester Pearson; Bill
Clinton and Jean Chrétien; both Barack
Obama and Joe Biden and Justin Trudeau.)

Ms. Harris would know Canada better
than any of her predecessors, having at-
tended high school in Montreal from 1978
to 1981. As Vice-President, she has talked
often with Mr. Trudeau, on issues ranging
from gender equity to trade.

The Biden and Trudeau administra-
tions get along well. “I've known President
Biden for years,” Mr. Trudeau tweeted Sun-
day after the announcement. “He’s a great
man, and everything he does is guided by
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U.S. President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau meet in Ottawa in 2023. Mr. Trudeau called Mr. Biden ‘a great man’ on Sunday
after the American leader announced he would not run for re-election. SEAN KILPATRICK/THE CANADIAN PRESS

his love for his country.”

The United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, or USMCA - the successor to
NAFTA that was negotiated when Mr.
Trump was president - is up for review in
2026. On the whole, Canadian negotiators
would much rather conduct those talks
with a Democratic administration than a
Republican.

In the world of realpolitik, however,
there is reason to believe that a second
Trump administration might get along
better with a Canadian government led by
Mr. Poilievre. The two men appeal to a
roughly similar electorate: suburban and
rural voters who believe that the liberal
elites in both countries have forsaken their
best interests through environmental and
socially progressive obsessions.

President Trump and prime minister
Poilievre, were such to come to pass,
would speak roughly the same political
vernacular, though not in the realm of
immigration, which Mr. Trump wants to

curtail - and then some - and which Mr.
Poilievre supports.

Mr. Trump is threatening, if elected, to
impose punitive tariffs on imports to the
United States. Which Canadian govern-
ment do you think would be more likely to
persuade the Americans to exempt Cana-
da from such tariffs: one led by Mr. Tru-
deau, or one led by Mr. Poilievre?

Durham MP Jamil Jivani, who is expect-
ed to be a major player in a Poilievre gov-
ernment, is a good friend of Mr. Vance.
Both men broke through barriers to reach
Yale Law School at the same time, where
they became close friends.

We shouldn’t overstate that personal
bond, but it’s fair to say it would be help-
ful.

But to keep on assessing the advantages
and disadvantages of a Trump versus a
Harris White House for Canada is to ignore
the far larger issue. A Kamala Harris
administration would defend the Western
alliance. A Donald Trump administration

would threaten it.

That alliance is embedded in Canada’s
DNA. At Vimy Ridge and Normandy, dur-
ing Bretton Woods and the founding of
NATO, in Afghanistan and Latvia and in its
support for Ukraine, this country has con-
tributed to and fought for democracy and
the rule of international law in the face of
authoritarian threats.

The democratic anchors in the United
States withstood the first Trump presiden-
cy and may well withstand the second.
Republicans are right to question NATO’s
over-dependence on the United States.
Both Democrats and Republicans have
good cause to assail Canada for failing to
meet its defence obligations. The whole
Western alliance needs a good shakeup by
a new generation of leaders.

But shaking up is not destroying. Even
though she arrives in the presidential race
at almost the last minute, Kamala Harris is
a safer bet for the United States, for Cana-
da, for the world.
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Canada won’t tolerate interference, Joly tells China

In an interview with

The Globe, Foreign Affairs
Minister says there is still work
to be done before a formal
reset with Beijing could occur

ROBERT FIFE
STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA

Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly says
she didn’t soft-pedal Beijing’s interference
in Canadian affairs or its human-rights re-
cord during blunt talks with her Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi last week, a one-day
visit aimed at reopening channels of dia-
logue after six years of a deep freeze in
bilateral relations.

Ms. Joly met with the Chinese foreign
minister for three-and-a-half hours at the
Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing on
Friday, but the two ministers did not
break any significant ground in strained
bilateral relations. A major reset is unlike-
ly in part because of unfavourable percep-
tions of China among Canadians, she said.

Polls in the past few years consistently
show Canadians hold strongly negative
views on China after its imprisonment of
Canadians Michael Kovrig and Michael
Spavor and revelations of Chinese govern-
ment interference operations here that
compelled Ottawa to establish a public
inquiry.

“There are many things that we need to
do before a formal reset. There are too
many aspects core to our relationship that
need to be addressed, including foreign
interference, including trade issues,” Ms.
Joly said in an exclusive interview with
The Globe and Mail.

“It’s not the government. It’s more Can-
adian perceptions toward China, which
are negative right now. And it’s important
for China to understand that.”

Ms. Joly said China interfering in Cana-
dian elections, setting up illegal police sta-
tions and bullying diaspora communities
were all put on the table in Beijing, as
were its intimidation and disinformation
campaigns against members of Parlia-
ment.

“I raised it very firmly, and specifically
because this is core to our national inter-

Mélanie Joly met with her Chinese counterpart last week in Beijing to start a conversation
on bilateral and global issues, even if the two countries remain far apart on topics like
foreign interference. ADRIAN WYLD/THE CANADIAN PRESS

ests. So I said clearly that we would not
tolerate any form of interference in our
democracy, intimidation of our people
and our politicians,” she said.

Ms. Joly said she referred to the public
inquiry headed by Quebec Court of Ap-
peal Justice Marie-Josée Hogue that con-
cluded in its first report in May that China
is the “most persistent and sophisticated
foreign interference threat to Canada at
the moment.”

“I was able to present clear examples,
and therefore was able to address directly
the situation with him,” she said, but ac-
knowledged that Mr. Wang denied that
China interferes in the domestic affairs of
other countries.

“I am not saying that they’re accepting
of what Canada is presenting,” she said,
but the forthright talk drove home the
point: “They know this is core to our na-
tional interests. And that was the No. 1
issue that I raised with him.”

She also raised the expulsion of Chi-
nese diplomat Zhao Wei last year after
The Globe reported he had targeted Con-
servative foreign affairs critic Michael
Chong and his relatives in Hong Kong in
an attempt to gain leverage over the MP,

who had sponsored a Commons motion
on Beijing’s repression in Xinjiang.

“Diplomats need to stay in their lane,
and they need to abide by the Vienna
Convention. So when they don’t, there are
consequences,” Ms. Joly said. “That’s why
having a clear conversation with China -
that this is happening in our jurisdiction,
we know about it - but also you can’t
overlook it

On trade, Ms. Joly said Mr. Wang dis-
cussed Beijing’s concern about Canada
likely joining the U.S. and Europe in im-
posing massive tariffs on Chinese-made
EV vehicles and ending federal subsidies
to Canadians for EVs imported from Chi-
na.
The Minister said she told her counter-
part there is a consultation process going
on right now that is being handled by Fi-
nance Minister Chrystia Freeland, and “if
they want to participate in it, it’s up to
them.”

She also pressed Mr. Wang to take mea-
sures to stop the shipment to North Amer-
ica of chemicals used in the production of
fentanyl. The Chinese foreign minister
was open to the proposal that President
Xi Jinping promised U.S. President Joe Bi-

den last year to help curtail shipments of
the materials used to produce fentanyl.

“We both know fentanyl is killing too
many Canadians, too many Americans,
too many people in the world. And I think
there is good faith on both parts,” she
said.

The two foreign ministers discussed Ot-
tawa’s desire to get Beijing to once again
allow tourist groups to come to Canada
and to let Canadians visit China visa-free.
But there was no immediate signal that
China will change that policy, she said.

On the larger issues of human-rights
abuses, Ms. Joly said she raised concerns
about China’s crackdown in Hong Kong,
brutal treatment of Muslim Uyghurs and
Tibetans, and military threats to invade
the self-governing island democracy of
Taiwan.

In the Chinese readout of the meeting,
Mr. Wang told Ms. Joly that Beijing will
brook no criticism of its human-rights re-
cords or its menacing of Taiwan, calling
those subjects a red line that should not
be crossed.

“I won’t go into the details of the con-
versation,” Ms. Joly said. “Was I surprised
by their reaction? No, because it’s a typical
reaction.”

Ms. Joly said she went to Beijing to
open a dialogue on bilateral and global
issues, even if the two countries remain
far apart on major ones, including foreign
interference. She did not invite Mr. Wang
to come to Canada. For now, both coun-
tries will ramp up bilateral visits by senior
officials.

“There needs to be much more confi-
dence measures, particularly on issues
linked to our bilateral relations, to be able
to get there. And at the same time, we
need to be able to work with China on key
geopolitical issues,” she said.

The two ministers did not “see eye to
eye” on Russia’s war against Ukraine. Chi-
na has been accused of providing weapon
parts to Russia and buying its oil and gas
in support. But Ms. Joly said they did have
a common approach to the Israel-Hamas
conflict.

“China and Canada and many other
countries, the vast majority of the world, I
must say, agree that we need a ceasefire,
that hostages need to be back, and that
there’s a humanitarian catastrophe hap-
pening in Gaza.”

The Trudeau Show is on summer hiatus

CAMPBELL
CLARK

Il oriNiON

ou might not know much
1 about Steven MacKinnon,
but for the past six months,

his job in the House of Commons
has been to take the questions

the Prime Minister would rather
avoid. Those are the ones without
easy answers where the govern-
ment wants to deflect blame,
drown debate or stall.

As the government’s acting
House Leader, filling in during
the maternity leave of Karina
Gould, Mr. MacKinnon fielded all
manner of uncomfortable ques-
tions. And right after he was

sworn in as Labour Minister on
Friday, he was doing the same
thing outside Rideau Hall.

That was very unusual because
Justin Trudeau had been with
him at a swearing-in ceremony
only minutes before. But Mr. Tru-
deau slipped out the back door
while Mr. MacKinnon, a perma-
nent member of the cabinet for
less than an hour, gave a news
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conference fielding a bunch of
questions about what the Liberal
government will do now.

The understudy had been
called in. The Trudeau Show is on
summer hiatus.

The Prime Minister attended a
cabinet meeting later Friday, but
it was virtual, even though he was
in Ottawa. Then he left for two
weeks’ vacation.

In fact, Mr. Trudeau’s public
appearances in recent weeks
have been sparse. At least he
wasn’t answering tricky queries.
He has taken questions from the
press just twice in the four weeks
since the Liberals’ shock by-elec-
tion loss in Toronto-St. Paul’s.

At the first, he rebuffed de-
mands from Liberal MPs for an
emergency caucus meeting and
in the second, at the NATO sum-
mit in Washington, he deflected
questions about whether he is go-
ing to replace Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland with former
Bank of Canada governor Mark
Carney. No wonder he left the mi-
crophone to Mr. MacKinnon on
Friday.

There has been a lot of shout-
ing for Mr. Trudeau to do some-
thing. Prominent Liberals have
called for him to step aside.
Sources in the Prime Minister’s
Office told The Globe and Mail
that they were concerned about
Ms. Freeland’s ability to commu-
nicate the government’s econom-
ic message. Liberals wanted him
to signal some kind of change.

Instead, Mr. Trudeau has tried
to avoid the line of fire. And now,
he’s taking a break. He has appar-
ently decided to wait for things to
cool down. Check back later.

In the meantime, Mr. MacKin-
non went out to deliver the hold-
ing lines.

Members of the government
are proud of the things it has
done, such as dental care, and
they’re going to continue on, he
said Friday. It’s a challenging time
for people, and things are chang-
ing fast, but Liberals will keep on

course, and highlight the “con-
trast” with Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre.

He countered the suggestion
that Toronto-St. Paul’s voters re-
jected the Liberal government by
arguing that things can change
dramatically with time. In
French, he said Liberals are “se-
rene.”

“I'm a part of a team as well, a
team of caucus colleagues that
wake up every day and try to do
the work for Canadians. That
work is going to continue,” he
said. The messages were simple:
no panic. Keep on keeping on.

Perhaps there wasn’t much
choice but to try to change the
channel on all the calls for
change. Every question for Mr.
Trudeau is about how he plans to
dig out of a hole. His MPs
screamed for a plan to get the
government back on track - a re-
boot, a shakeup or something.
The call for him to change things,
immediately, has been loud.

The buzz around Liberals was
about them flailing around look-
ing for a plan, but Canadians out-
side of the Ottawa bubble don’t
particularly want to see the Liber-
al government working obses-
sively on strategies to save the
Liberal government. Maybe it’s
best for the Liberals that Mr. Tru-
deau disappears for a while.

The swearing-in of Mr. MacKin-
non to replace Seamus O’Regan
in a limited, one-person shuffle
suggests that Mr. Trudeau proba-
bly won’t embark on a major cab-
inet shuffle for months.

Still, it’s a little much for Liber-
als to accept Mr. MacKinnon’s
suggestion that events and time
might change things and that
they’ll just have to keep working
and wait for the wheel of fate to
stop spinning.

Mr. Trudeau will inevitably be
back on centre stage soon. A re-
boot might bring in new charac-
ters but as long as he’s Prime Min-
ister, the focus will be on him. For
now, he’s on hiatus.

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT CALLS FOR LONG-RANGE WEAPONS

AFTER DRONE ATTACK ON KYIV

Ukraine needs long-range weap-
ons to protect its cities and
troops on the front line from
Russian bombs and drones,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said Sunday after an
overnight drone and missile
attack.

Russia launched its fifth
drone attack on Kyiv in two
weeks overnight, with Ukraine’s
air-defence systems destroying

all the air weapons before they
reached the capital, Ukraine’s
military said.

Ukraine’s air force said that its
air-defence systems destroyed 35
of the 39 drones and two cruise
missiles that Russia had
launched overnight. The weap-
ons targeted 10 of Ukraine’s
regions. It was not immediately
clear how many drones were
launched at Kyiv. REUTERS
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Extreme heat fuels wildfires in Alberta, B.C.

High temperatures

in Western Canada
trigger heat warnings

as blazes force hundreds
to flee their homes

JEFFREY JONES

Extreme heat across Alberta and
British Columbia fuelled numer-
ous wildfires on the weekend,
forcing hundreds of people to flee
their homes and choking much of
the region with thick smoke.

Temperatures in Western Can-
adahovered in the 30s - and areas
of the B.C. Interior surpassed 40 C
- triggering heat warnings for
much of the region. Forecasts
called for more of the same at
least until the middle of this
week, along with windy condi-
tions in some areas, generating
ideal conditions for blazes to ex-
pand.

Heavy smoke prompted Envi-
ronment Canada to issue air qual-
ity warnings covering much of the
region,anow-familiar occurrence
each summer owing to hot and
dry conditions that have been
worsened by climate change.

On Sunday in Alberta, 154 wild-
fires were burning, including the
Semo Complex, which forced the
evacuation of the Little Red River
Cree Nation, in the northern part
of the province.

The nation encompasses three
communities - Fox Lake, Garden
River and John D’Or Prairie - and
is home to more than 5,000 peo-
ple. The largest of five fires in the
complex had grown to 9goo square
kilometres on Sunday and was
just 4.2 kilometres from the Fox
Lake community, according to Al-
berta Wildfire.

Members of that community

Flames and smoke from the Shetland Creek wildfire rise on Saturday outside Ashcroft, B.C. Residents of the
village west of Kamloops are on evacuation alert. JESSE WINTER/REUTERS

were displaced by the Paskwa and
Davidson Lake wildfires last year,
when more than 100 buildings
were destroyed, including an
RCMP detachment and a store.
Residents of Garden River were
toldtoleave on July10,and thelat-
estevacuation order for Fox Creek
and John D’Or came into affect on
Saturday.

“I never thought we’d be doing
this again, a year after the Paskwa-
Davidson Complex fires, especial-
ly with what we went through
with Fox Lake. Now we have to do
a nationwide evacuation,” Little
Red River Cree Chief Conroy Se-
wepagaham saidinavideo posted
on the First Nation’s social-media
page.

About 200 firefighters, 10 heli-
copters and 132 pieces of heavy
equipment were battling the fire.

Wildfires near Fort McMurray and
Lac La Biche were also considered
top priority. In total, 7,500 people
were under evacuationin Alberta.

Christie Tucker, wildfire infor-
mation unit manager, said the
lengthy heat wave has yielded
more fires than the province ex-
perienced in the spring, which is
normally the most active period.
The thick smoke has brought
some upside, she said, by lower-
ing temperatures somewhat and
increasing the humidity close to
the ground.

“We were anticipating poten-
tial extreme wildfire activity this
weekend, but it did turn out, rath-
er surprisingly, that the smoke did
us a favour as far as firefighting
goes,” Ms. Tucker said.

In Edmonton, city officials acti-
vated two formal extreme weath-

LCBO stores to reopen Tuesday
after union ratifies tentative deal

EMERALD BENSADOUN

Unionized employees of the Li-
quor Control Board of Ontario
have ratified a new three-year col-
lective agreement, marking a for-
mal end to the two-week strike
that’s closed hundreds of LCBO
retail stores across the province.

Stores are set to reopen on
Tuesday.

“We as workers thank all of On-
tarians for understanding and
seeing what this fight was really
about,”said Colleen MacLeod, the
Ontario Public Service Employees
Union (OPSEU) bargaining team
chair. “It was about protecting
their asset - our asset - that we re-
fuse to allow this government to
devalue.”

More than 660 LCBO stores
have been closed since the strike
began on July s, leaving restau-
rants, bars and summer events
like weddings in disarray. OPSEU,
which represents 10,000 LCBO
employees, walked off the job cit-
ing fears of job losses because of
the provincial government’s plan
to expand alcohol sales to allow
convenience stores and all groce-
ry stores to sell beer, wine and
ready-to-drink cocktails.

The agreement, signed Friday,
promises to convert roughly 1,000
casual workers to permanent
part-time status and hire 60 per-
manent full-time employees in its
warehouse operations, and in-
cludesbetter access to healthben-
efits and improved severance
packages.

It also includes an 8-per-cent
wage increase over three years -
up from 7 per cent in the original
offer on July 4 - as well as an addi-

tional 7.8-per-cent wage increase
for the LCBO’s lowest-paid work-
ersand a wage adjustment for cer-
tain warehouse trade positions.

As Ontario’s alcohol expansion
plans are set to continue, the set-
tlement also makes it clear that
no LCBO retail stores will close be-
cause of marketplace develop-
ment, so long as the agreement is
alive. A cap on the number of in-
dependent retailers that sell
LCBO products is also part of the
deal.

“We had to take strike action
because we needed to protect our
futures,” said Ms. MacLeod. “With
this tentative agreement, we've
done just that. We’ve protected
ourselves for the life of the collec-
tive agreement. And we won’t see
any store closures, we have a guar-
antee of no layoffs.”

The LCBOsaid on Saturday that
both sides had signed off on a re-
turn-to-work protocol. Doubts
were cast on a previous settle-
ment reached on Friday after-
noon when the LCBO accused the
union of “bad-faith bargaining”
and said it planned to file an un-
fair labour practice complaint be-
causeitsaid the union introduced
new monetary demands after the
tentative agreement was signed.

The union says that while the
new contract sets Ontario on a
better path, the strike has made it
clear that Doug Ford’s alcohol ev-
erywhere plan is ultimately bad
news for the province.

“Ontarians are more aware
than ever that Ford’s plan isn’t for
them, it’s for big-box CEQOs,” JP
Hornick, OPSEU president, said in
apressrelease. “We have no doubt
that Ford’s webs of corporate bud-
dies and corrupt backroom deals

will continue to be exposed.”

May Brand, owner of Sweaty
Betty’s bar in Toronto, said she’s
happy a deal has been reached,
but is frustrated to learn stores
could be reopening just as she fin-
ishes stocking her shelves from al-
ternative retailers.

With her bar’s busiest day of
theyear around the corner onJuly
27 during the street festival Oss-
Fest, Ms. Brand said she panicked
when the strike began. With the
LCBO closed, she was forced to
stock up on whatever was availa-
ble fromlocal distillers, which can
cost double. “We ran out pretty
quickly and it’s not easy to get li-
quor through any other distribu-
tor in Ontario,” she said. “We had
to spend money we didn’t have.”

Alex Purdy, head bartender at
Toronto restaurant Florette, said
trying to order alcohol online and
over the phone during the strike
was a “nightmare” and the restau-
rant received no support.

“We're a small business. I feel
like the bigger businesses would
have had an easier time getting al-
cohol from other sources,” he
said. “How are people supposed
to get their booze and stay open?”

During the strike, Mr. Purdy
said Florette completely ran out
of vodka. However, he noted that
guestsin the restaurant were sym-
pathetic and that it pushed the
restaurant to make connections
with local distilleries and brewer-
ies, some of which gave Florette
good deals on cases of alcohol to
help them stay afloat.

“We all said, ‘All right, let’s see
how we can fair this storm togeth-
er’”

With reports from Pippa Norman

er responses effect: one covering
the bad air quality with smoke
blanketing the city, and the other
covering the heat. The city said on
its website that people seeking
respite could go to recreation cen-
tres, libraries and indoor pools.
Staff were on hand to distribute
Nos masks to those requiring
them, it said.

In B.C., there were 320 active
wildfires burning, with some of
the largest out-of-control blazes
near Kamloops as well as in the
Slocan Valley to the east.

In recent days, municipal au-
thorities issued evacuation or-
ders and alerts for parts of villages
of Cache Creek and Ashcroft, lo-
cated west of Kamloops, owing to
danger posed by the Shetland
Creek fire, which had grown to 148
square kilometres. In total there

were nine evacuation orders in ef-
fectin the province and 15 alerts to
ready residents to potentially
leave their homes.

Ashcroft’s 1,700 residents were
on alert in case the fire advanced
on the village. An area to the
southwest is already under evac-
uation order, though there are
few homes there. Mayor Barbara
Roden said a drop in the wind on
Sunday had slowed the growth of
the fire, though residents were
still coping with thick smoke and
heat.

The village struggled with ma-
jor nearby blazes in 2017 and in
2021, and are now accustomed to
the drill, such as saying doors and
keeping windows closed, the
mayor said.

“Obviously it’s very stressful,
and there’s that initial feeling of
being very on edge, very nerv-
ous,” Ms. Roden said. “And living
under a state of evacuation alert is
not pleasant, but people are calm.
T've heard that people are prepar-
ing to-go bags if they need to evac-
uate.”

Most of the fires this year have
been caused by lightning, though
a campfire ban remains in place
for almost all of the province.

The situation remains danger-
ous after three weeks of searing
temperatures and little precipita-
tion, said Donna MacPherson, fire
information officer for BC Wild-
fire Service.

That is expected to remain the
case for the next several days,
with winds picking up Sunday
and Monday, and some chance of
lightning in the north.

“So all of that together means
we are very much in wildfire sea-
son,” she said.

B.C. suffered its most destruc-
tive wildfire season in 2023. So far
this year, the numbers are stick-
ing close to the 10 year average,
Ms. McPherson said.

Joy in Newfoundland after
‘Lucky 7’ fishers survive
harrowing days lost at sea

SARAH SMELLIE

MICHAEL TUTTON NEW-WES-VALLEY, N.L.

There was a powerful word being repeated in the joyful New-
foundland community of New-Wes-Valley on Sunday: “Mira-

cle”

Over and over, residents out walking or chatting to one
another in local stores said the fact that seven fishermen
from the area had somehow survived roughly 48 hours in a
life raft in the Atlantic Ocean and were found by search-and-
rescue crews was nothing short of miraculous.

Daphne Crocker leaned over her balcony and spread out

her hands.

“What a mighty God we serve,” she said about the fisher-

men coming home.

The Elite Navigator fishing boat and its crew seemed to
vanish on Wednesday night after several days at sea fishing
for turbot. The craft was reported missing on Thursday after
transmitting its final signal at around 8:30 p.m. the night be-
fore, the Canadian Coast Guard said. The vessel had caught
fire, forcing the crew to abandon the ship and wait for rescue

on the life raft.

A massive search soon followed, involving four coast
guard ships, a Cormorant helicopter, a Hercules aircraft and

many local fishing vessels.

In New-Wes-Valley, which is an amalgamation of three
small fishing communities along Newfoundland’s northeast
coast, people braced for the worst. Fishing is among Canada’s
deadliest professions, and tragedy is a common thread link-
ing people in fishing communities across Atlantic Canada.

But on Friday night, out on the ocean, searchers saw a light
from a flare. It brought them to a life raft, where the seven
fishermen - who people are now calling the Lucky 7 - were
waiting. The men spent about 50 hours adrift in the raft,
about 220 kilometres away from land, said Eugene Carter, the
crew’s captain. The fire broke out on Wednesday night in a
locker on the main deck when they were just a couple of
hours into a 25-hour journey home, he said.

“We tried to extinguish the fire once, and then it just shot
right back at us,” Mr. Carter said in an interview. “It’s like
wood burning. We heard the cracking. So we knew that it was
pretty serious and that it was out of our control.”

He put out three distress calls, he said, but they weren’t
answered. “The fire probably melted the devices, stuff like

that, wouldn’t allow it.”

The crew passed the time in the life raft telling jokes and
passing their flashlight around as if it were a microphone to

interview one another.

It was cold and foggy and wet, and the men were crammed

into a boat roughly the size of a small car. Sleep was scant,
coming only if they managed to nod off with their heads
tipped onto their chests. Birds - “a lot of birds” - swooped
and flitted around the raft, “driving us crazy,” Mr. Carter said.

As Friday wore on, a few of the fishermen seemed to be
losing hope they’d ever be found. But Mr. Carter said he had a
feeling. He had two flares left, and he knew he had to wait out
the fog before he used either one. That night, when the sky
finally cleared, he set off a smoke flare. Nothing happened for
afew hours, he said, but then a helicopter appeared and flew
right over the raft. Mr. Carter said he scrambled to light his
hand-held flare in time to wave it at the helicopter.

“They didn’t see it, and that was my last flare,” he said. “But
a coast guard ship was actually looking out, and seen it. And
that’s what got us rescued, my last flare.”

Fisher Toby Peddle said he was terrified as he leapt from
the burning fishing boat onto the life raft. He can’t swim, he
said in an interview, and he didn’t have a survival suit on.

“It was either jump and risk drowning or stay and be
burned,” he said.

A parade is planned for Sunday evening in New-Wes-Val-
ley to celebrate the men’s survival, and Premier Andrew Fu-
rey is in the community and is expected to attend.

More than 660 LCBO stores have been closed since July 5. The union says the strike has made it clear that

Doug Ford's alcohol everywhere plan is ultimately bad news for Ontario. COLE BURSTON/REUTERS THE CANADIAN PRESS
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Hold the front page!

Two great newspaper wars helped shaped the landscape
of Canadian media. In one, The Globe stood above the
fray; in another, it was at its centre

ROY MacGREGOR

n idyllic setting in the Eastern Ontario

town of Almonte includes a bridge over

tumbling falls on the Mississippi River, and

benches beside the Trans Canada Trail that
runs along its banks. One of them is dedicated to
Val Sears, who died in Almonte in 2016. The plaque
reads “The Most Powerful Words in the English Lan-
guage ... ‘Let Me Tell You A Story.”

Val Sears was one of the best storytellers this
country has ever known. He was also at the very
centre of one of two great newspaper wars that
shaped the landscape of Canadian media.

The Globe and Mail stood on the sidelines of one
of those wars, but was at the very heart of the other.

The notion of the newspaper war dates from the
late 19th century, when Joseph Pulitzer, owner of
the New York World, and William Randolph Hearst,
owner of the New York Journal, went at it tooth and
nail over the Spanish-American War, prohibition
and presidential politics.

In the 19508, Toronto experienced its own great
newspaper war, when The Telegram and Daily Star
each sought to triumph over the other. It was a peri-
od that Sears, who spent three decades as a writer
and editor at the Star, captured magnificently in his
1988 book, Hello Sweetheart ... Get Me Rewrite: Re-
membering the Great Newspaper Wars.

Though he had once claimed, “the Telegram was
one paper that came with the garbage already
wrapped in it,” he later said that was not so. “It
wasn’t garbage,” he wrote. “It was the fragrant leav-
ings of contemporary history. It was the refuse of a
battle between the Star and the Tely that consumed
10 years of our lives, some of our loves, all of our
skill. And oh what a lovely war.”

The mercurial newspaper baron George McCul-
lagh - who in 1936 acquired and merged The Globe
with the Mail and Empire, creating today’s Globe
and Mail - launched the war when he acquired The
Toronto Telegram in 1946 for the express purpose of

taking on “Holy Joe” Atkinson’s Toronto Star, which
conspicuously crusaded for social justice. The two
men despised each other.

“The outstanding thing that brought me into this
evening-newspaper field was to knock off the Star,”
McCullagh told Tely employees the day after he
bought the paper. (After Atkinson died in 1948, the
Star was helmed by president Harry Hindmarsh,
whom McCullagh also despised, and then-publish-
er Beland Honderich, whom Sears called “a tough,
unforgiving man.”)

McCullagh, who fought mental illness his whole
adult life, was found dead in a pond near his home
in 1952, having most likely died by suicide. His role
as publisher of The Telegram was filled by a young
John Bassett from the Sherbrooke Record, a news-
paperman Sears described as “a big, powerful,
wide-striding, high-rolling man, with piercing blue
eyes that could make nuns and virgins wistful.”

Globe and Mail city editor Doug MacFarlane be-
came The Telegram’s editor, “inspiring in reporters

Nurses at
Toronto's
Hospital for Sick
Children read
the news on
Nov. 27, 1948,
about Globe
publisher
George
McCullagh’s
acquisition of
The Telegram
newspaper. THE
GLOBE AND MAIL

an equal mixture of fear and worship,” recalled
Sears. MacFarlane’s counterpart at the Star was soft-
spoken Borden Spears, who would later tell a biog-
rapher, “I knew at the time what we were doing
wasn’t respectable. But it was so much goddam
fun.”

During this period, the fight escalated between
the Star (circulation approximately 400,000) and
the Tely (approximately 200,000).

The Telegram mastered the art of the sensation-
alist headline: “Radioactive human roams Toronto
streets.” “Boyd, killer pals on loose - police ‘shoot
on sight. ” It created entertainment pages and an
“action line” column to advocate for readers who
had run-ins with businesses.

The Star expanded its classified ads to great suc-
cess. The Tely pushed to get the first woman to the
North Pole.

The two papers were profoundly different from
The Globe and Mail, which stayed largely above the
fray, focusing on expanding its business and na-
tional coverage.

“Unlike writers on the other papers,” wrote Mi-
chael Enright in Canadian Newspapers: The Inside
Story, “Globe reporters shunned the personal ap-
proach to stories. A cardinal sin was the use of the
personal pronoun in a story. The Star and the Tely
thrived on the first person, I-was-there approach,
thinking it brought the reader closer to the writer
and the newspaper.”

The Star and Tely fought over coverage of the no-
torious Boyd Gang’s string of bank robberies and
prison escapes. When 17-year-old Marion McDowell
went missing from Lovers’ Lane, the Tely brought
over “Fabian of the Yard.” With a young Sears as-
signed to accompany him, Robert Fabian, who had
once headed up Scotland Yard’s murder squad,
drifted about the city and its bars, finding nothing.

The best tale of the wars concerned a young
swimmer named Marilyn Bell, who was the most
famous Canadian of her time. Only 16 years old, she
was determined to swim across Lake Ontario, a dis-
tance of 52 kilometres. As a 1954 promotion, the
Canadian National Exhibition had decided to spon-
sor English Channel swimmer Florence Chadwick
in a solo crossing, but Bell wanted to race Chadwick.
They set out on Sept. 8. At midnight, Bell passed
Chadwick, who by dawn was vomiting and had to
be pulled from the water.

Bell was instantly the biggest story in the country
- and the Star had it, having signed a contract for
exclusive access that included a Star reporter in the
boat accompanying her. Bassett had turned down a
chance to sponsor her for $5,000 and was now
deeply regretting it. The swim was a sensation.
About 150,000 people had gathered at Sunnyside
Beach to await her arrival.

MacFarlane came up with a plan to dress reporter
Dorothy Howarth as a nurse and have her sneak
into an ambulance to interview the swimmer. The
Star thwarted the scheme, whisking Bell off to a
suite in the Royal York Hotel.

No matter. The Tely decided to tell her story any-
way. Howarth wrote the account as though she
were Bell herself. The front-page piece appeared
over Bell’s faked signature: “Marilyn’s story - I felt I
was swimming forever.” It was compelling stuff: «...
the eels kept coming around me,” Howarth (as
Bell) wrote. “I could feel them. One of them fas-
tened on my leg. I could feel its sucking mouth. It
slowed me a little and finally I kicked it off ...”

Years later, Bell would tell MacFarlane that, “I



MONDAY, JULY 22, 2024 | THE GLOBE AND MAIL

NEWS | A9

liked my story better in the Tely than my story in
the Star.”

But the Star’s emphasis on growing revenue
through classified ads proved more successful than
the Tely’s attention-grabbing headlines. In 1971,
Bassett folded the paper. In perhaps the greatest of
all Canadian newspaper wars, the Star was the clear
winner.

The Globe and Mail could not remain aloof during a
later great Canadian newspaper war, because it was
the target.

By the late 1990s, rising media mogul Conrad
Black’s Hollinger Inc. had taken over both the
Southam chain, which included many of the major
dailies across the country, and the Sun tabloids. Un-
able to purchase The Globe and Mail from the
Thomson family, Black determined that his compa-
ny would create its own national newspaper that
would both compete with The Globe and dominate
the national-news dialogue.

The idea was to build a general daily called the
National Post around the existing Financial Post,
which Black also owned. The Post would offer a
conservative alternative to The Globe, which Black
and others perceived to be too aligned with the lib-
eral establishment. It would push to unite the right
- at that point fractured between the old Progres-
sive Conservative Party and the Reform movement
that had risen in the West - and it would be distrib-
uted across the country through the facilities of the
various Hollinger dailies.

Though Black considered it a favourable time for
such an undertaking, others had misgivings. As for-
mer Globe and Mail editor-in-chief John Stack-
house wrote in his 2015 book, Mass Disruption: Thir-
ty Years on the Front Lines of a Media Revolution,
newspaper advertising peaked in the United States
in 1999 at US$65.8-billion annually. Fifteen years lat-
er, that number had plunged by more than half, as
emerging internet giants such as Google and Face-
book captured the market.

Undeterred, Black acquired a brilliant young
Canadian magazine editor, Ken Whyte, who set
about assembling an all-star cast of writers and co-
lumnists, cherry-picking freely from the best of the
regional papers. He hired Toronto’s Christie Blatch-
ford as the paper’s general columnist, Edmonton’s
Cam Cole as its sports columnist and dozens of oth-
ers, myself included, to cover everything from Par-
liament Hill to personal grooming.

It was a grand time to be a Canadian journalist.
Those who initially balked at accepting Whyte’s in-
vitation were offered tens of thousands of dollars in
raises as well as a leased car to change sides.

Whyte brought in a brash and nervy young Brit,
Martin Newland, from Black’s The Daily Telegraph
to be his managing editor. Another recruit from the
Telegraph, David Walmsley, would become The
Globe’s editor-in-chief 15 years later.

The first edition of the National Post appeared
on Oct. 27, 1998. The paper looked slick and smart.
Alberta premier Ralph Klein pushed to “unite the
right” in the lead news item. The paper was well
designed and immensely readable.

A newspaper war was on.

The Post was bright and sharp and sexy. “Like
Coke versus Pepsi, or McDonald’s versus Burger
King, the Post frequently drew The Globe into its
wake, at least for a time,” Stackhouse wrote. “Where
Christie Blatchford went, [The Globe’s] Jan Wong
might follow. The Post hired Rebecca Eckler to be its
flirtatious female columnist. The Globe countered
with Leah McLaren.”

Cost was not a factor in the early years at the
Post. Most staff travelled business class. Black and
his wife, columnist Barbara Amiel, celebrated the
paper’s first anniversary with a huge gala held at
the Royal Ontario Museum. They told staff that they
could have an extra week off in summer to do any-
thing they wished, so long as they wrote about it. (I
took my son Gordon on a fly-fishing adventure.)
‘When the Concorde took its final flight in 2003, the
Post sent Blatchford to London to buy a multithou-
sand-dollar ticket and write about the experience.

“It was really no-expense-spared from the begin-
ning,” said Michael Cooke, an experienced editor
Black brought in from the Vancouver Province to
work on the early prototypes.

The Post was unabashedly pro-America and was
so anti-Liberal that prime minister Jean Chrétien’s
wife, Aline, banned it from 24 Sussex Dr. Ottawa
Citizen reporter Chris Cobb documented those
early years in Ego and Ink: The Inside Story of Cana-
da’s National Newspaper War, published in 2004. The
new paper, Black told Cobb, “gelignited the fetid
little media log-rolling and back-scratching society
in Toronto.” Once readers looked up “gelignite,”
they agreed that the Post had “exploded,” not just
in Toronto, but across the country.

The Post had its detractors. Ottawa-based satiri-
cal magazine Frank called it the “Daily Tubby,” a
shot at Black’s girth. Toronto Star executive editor
James Travers described the content of the new pa-
per as “tits and analysis.” But it worked, at least for a
while. As Cobb wrote, “the National Post knocked
the 154-year-old Globe and Mail off kilter with stag-
gering speed and apparent ease.”
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George McCullagh, seen in 1936, acquired and merged
The Globe with the Mail and Empire, creating today’s
Globe and Mail. JOHN H. BOYD/THE GLOBE AND MAIL
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MARILYN < SWIMS LAKE

The Globe on Sept. 10, 1954, after Marilyn Bell
completed her swim across Lake Ontario.

Globe and Mail staff, seen in 1970, remained largely
out of that era’s newspaper wars, leaving the rivalry
to the Toronto Star and The Telegram. The latter
folded in 1971. HARRY MCLORINAN/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Cobb wrote that in the Post’s “hottest year,”
2000, the new paper generated $130-million in rev-
enue, compared with The Globe’s $250-million.
However, the Post was spending so much money
and giving away so many free copies that $190-mil-
lion went out the door, an ominous sign.

Fighting back, The Globe’s owners had brought
in Phillip Crawley as publisher. A Newcastle native
who had worked everywhere from Fleet Street to
New Zealand, Crawley was tough, creative and fear-
less. On the eve of the Post’s launch, Stackhouse
later wrote, “Crawley held his first town hall with
Globe staff, explaining the newspaper’s finances
and market position and warning that any breaches
of confidence would be met with the offending par-
ty swinging from the rafters.”

Crawley also believed that The Globe had grown
stodgy and stuck in its ways, a self-inflicted victim
of largely unchallenged success. He hired Richard
Addis, a Fleet Street editor who was, as Stackhouse
put it, “unapologetic about his ignorance of Cana-
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da,” as editor-in-chief. (At one point, Addis asked
senior editor Edward Greenspon, “Who is Wayne
Gretzky, and why would we put him on the front
page?”)

The paper brought in colour in a break with its
bland black-and-white tradition. Crawley brought
back a proper sports section, something that had
withered on the vine since the glory days of Scott
Young and Dick Beddoes. Addis had the paper rede-
signed by London’s David Hillman, who had a soar-
ing reputation following his overhaul of The Guard-
ian.

In the late summer of 2001, CanWest, owned by
the Asper family of Winnipeg, took full ownership
of the National Post and the rest of Black’s Cana-
dian dailies. Mere weeks later, on Sept. 17, more
than 130 staffers were laid off. The paper shut down
its sports and lifestyles departments, leaving only
columnists to give a sense of coverage.

Morale plummeted. The layoffs, a week after the
terrorist strikes of Sept. 11, were a body blow. Reac-
tion to the changes from advertisers was so nega-
tive that the Aspers soon reinstated dropped de-
partments such as sports and arts and lifestyle.
Nonetheless, many of the paper’s most prominent
journalists began to leave, some of them moving to
The Globe, myself included. By spring 2003, the Post
was on its way to a $23-million loss. Circulation had
fallen from a high of 327,108 to 243,000. Deliveries
to much of Atlantic Canada were suspended. Whyte
was told he was being “transitioned” out.

In 2010, Postmedia, a newly formed group head-
ed by National Post CEO Paul Godfrey, assumed
ownership of the Post and the other Asper papers,
two-thirds of the sale paid for by a New Jersey
hedge fund. With the Post reeling, The Globe began
to rise perceptively above the fray. Addis was re-
placed by Greenspon, who recruited several new
columnists. The paper modernized its presses,
though its more lasting innovation was to transi-
tion to a revenue model based largely on digital
subscriptions.

By the middle of the last decade, the Post-Globe
newspaper war was essentially over. It had been fun
for those reporters involved, though things never
got as wild as the Star-Tely battle of the 1950s. For
the owners at Postmedia, as losses mounted, it was
no fun at all.

“The biggest factor in the decline of the newspa-
per industry in the last 25 years, not only in Canada,
has been ownership instability,” Crawley said in the
spring of 2023. “Businesses that were once in good
hands, like the Southam and Sifton families, were
replaced by owners who lost the plot and destroyed
value for readers and shareholders alike. The Globe
and Mail remained successful because the Thom-
son family stuck to its principles.”

Chris Cobb, looking back in 2023, finds it “a sad
irony that the introduction of a new daily newspa-
per in 1998 caused a domino effect that has contrib-
uted to the death and decimation of so many others
- and with it, an uncertain future for the role of all
levels of professional journalism across this
wealthy G7 democracy.

“Unintended consequences.
them.”

Every war has

This is an excerpt from A Nation's Paper: The Globe
and Mail in the Life of Canada, a collection of history
essays from Globe writers past and present, coming
this fall from Signal/McClelland & Stewart.
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The subject who is truly loyal to the chief magistrate will neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures - Junius

The urgent
need for more
climate action

hree years ago, when the Pacific Northwest suffered

under a deadly heat dome, scientists quickly deter-

mined the central role played by climate change in
one of the worst natural disasters in Canada’s history - one
that killed 619 people in British Columbia.

The conclusion was unequivocal. Scientists at World
Weather Attribution said the intensity of the heat dome -
temperatures peaked at almost 50 degrees Celsius in B.C. -
was “virtually impossible without human-caused climate
change.”

This work is what’s called rapid attribution analysis - and
its goal is to help the public and political leaders better un-
derstand the lashings of climate change when its effects are
clear yet also difficult to discern. Detailing and highlighting
climate change’s role in the increasing litany of extreme
weather is essential.

This is especially true as some political leaders, such as Al-
berta Premier Danielle Smith, attempt to deny it by promot-
ing fossil fuels, undermining clean power and attacking “cli-
mate alarmism.” In B.C., Conservative Leader John Rustad,
running close in the polls with the governing NDP ahead of a
fall election, insisted during a recent interview with The
Globe’s editorial board that it was “false” that humans burn-
ing fossil fuels is the cause of climate change. “It doesn’t mat-
ter how much we try to reduce carbon,” Mr. Rustad claimed,
“it is not going to change the weather.”

These are varying degrees of climate science denial in the
mainstream of Canadian politics and all of it ignores factual
reality, starting with the mountains of evidence produced by
the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change.

Climate change is no longer some theoretical future. It is
today’s reality. Canada is one year removed from catastroph-
ic forest fires that burned the equivalent of one-quarter of
Manitoba to the ground. Globally, over the past year, every
single month has registered at 1.5 C or higher than preindus-
trial times, the mark at which the world aims to limit heating
under the Paris Agreement. Last November, there were two
days at 2 C higher than preindustrial times. This should be a
five-alarm call to action.

Environment Canada recently debuted its pilot project of
rapid attribution analysis. It looked at the heat wave in June
this year in Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic Canada that saw
peak temperatures as much as 10.7 C above average. Envi-
ronment Canada, using a scale that includes a measure of
uncertainty, concluded that the heat wave was “much more
likely” to have happened because of climate change, a range
between two times and 10 times more likely.

All countries must take greater action. In recent months,
there has been a groundswell of support to push military
spending in Canada to the promised 2 per cent of GDP. Cana-
da needs the same widespread conviction behind climate ac-
tion. The climate-policy push has to be more than the Liber-
als in Ottawa. Too many provinces, save for the likes of B.C.,
aren’t doing enough. And the federal Conservatives, like the
B.C. Conservatives, appear skeptical about climate action,
with limited proposals that are in part centred on increased
exports of methane gas.

Greenhouse gas emissions in Canada are down 7 per cent
as of 2022, the latest official figures, from 2005. Canada’s ini-
tial Paris Agreement pledge was a 30-per-cent cut. Where did
that number come from? Stephen Harper. It was then main-
tained by Justin Trudeau’s Liberals; in 2021, as part of the Pa-
ris Agreement’s call for escalating action, the goal was in-
creased to 40 per cent. By Dec. 1 of this year, Ottawa is legally
bound to deliver a 2035 target under the Canadian Net-Zero
Emissions Accountability Act.

While reasonable progress has been made, there’s a long
way to go to 40 per cent, never mind a new, more ambitious
target. Pending policies such as Ottawa’s clean electricity reg-
ulations must be amended and finalized, and embraced
across the country. Provinces need to work together and con-
nect their power grids, instead of acting like insular fiefdoms.

In 2018, the UN warned, “Limiting global warming to 1.5 C
would require rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented chang-
es in all aspects of society.” Work to show how extreme
weather is exacerbated by climate change is key to under-
scoring the urgent need for change. And most of all, remarka-
ble advances in technology - starting with solar power and

batteries - make such change possible and realistic.

ROCK ON

Re “Party invite” (Letters, July 19):
Aletter-writer states, “If the Liber-
als hope to remain in power, they
should find a rock star with
brains.”

Chrystia Freeland is a rock star
with brains.

Tom Cmajdalka Oakville, Ont.

Perhaps instead of looking for a
“rock star with brains” to replace
Justin Trudeau as leader, it would
be best for the Liberals to develop
compelling policies that address
the many problems faced by our
nation, and a way to convince the
electorate that, if re-elected, they
actually will implement them.
Michael Arkin Toronto

Chief of staff Katie Telford report-
edly thinks that Chrystia Freeland
isineffective in selling the govern-
ment’s economic policies. That
this seems true is likely due to the
message as well as the messenger.

Ifind the Liberal economic pol-
icies (of which Ms. Freeland is un-
doubtedly an author) indefensi-
ble, no matter who is doing the
selling.

John Harris Toronfo

ON SECOND THOUGHT

Re “The Trudeau Senate is not a
better Senate” (Editorial, July 19):
The Senate was supposed to be
the voice of the provinces in Otta-
wa. So if undue partisanship in
Senate appointments is a prob-
lem, let’s get back to basics.

Allow provincial governments
to nominate a slate of candidates
for Senate vacancies in their prov-
ince, and the prime minister re-
quired to appoint from that slate.
Overly partisan nominees would
be rejected and provinces would
get a real voice in Ottawa.

We would get a less partisan
and more representative and ef-
fective Senate. And when there
are future complaints, the prime
minister can blame the provinces.

Steve Parish Ajax, Ont.

I suggest fast-tracking Mark Car-
ney to cabinet.

In Canada, the Prime Minister
can appoint senators based on ad-
vice, expertise and regional repre-
sentation. Senators can then be-
come cabinet ministers at the
Prime Minister's discretion,
alongside elected MPs.

Ray Brow Three Rivers, PEI

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Re “Canada’s trade and industrial
policy in the balance as it contem-
plates Chinese EV tariffs” (Report
on Business, July 15): We cannot
ban imports of Chinese electric
vehicles with punitively high tar-
iffs without punishing hard-
working Canadians.

There may be more than
125,000 good-paying jobs in the

automotive industry, but there
are more than 26 million vehicle
owners trying to maintain trans-
portation options according to
their needs. Lower- and middle-
class Canadians, who can’t afford
an average EV price of nearly
$73,000, shouldn’t be forced into
gasoline-only options. Is gas the
fuel of the poor, electricity the en-
ergy of the rich?

We should not wave our arms
in the air, like our American
neighbours, and impose ablanket
100-per-cent tariff because doing
the homework is too hard. Envi-
ronmental and labour practice
deficiencies are not black magic;
they are well studied and cost-
quantifiable. Canada should
match those issues with propor-
tionate tariffs.

Let China compete and allow
Canadians to fairly buy whichever
EVs we choose.

Michael Campbell Toronto

NON-ATTENDANCE

Re “Trump recounts assassina-
tion attempt, calls for unity and
attacks Democrats as he accepts
GOP nomination” (July 19): Read-
ing and watching coverage of the
Republican convention, much is
made of the unity of the party. I
see it as a misleading veneer.

Not attending the convention
to lend their support to Donald
Trump were Mike Pence, George
W.Bush,Jeb Bush, Dick Cheney, as
well as most members of his first
administration.

It is not hard to show unity
when all critics have been hound-
ed out of the party.

Philip Unger Toronto

CASE BY CASE

Re “Despite lung cancer’s deadly
toll, screenings remain inaccessi-
ble for many” (July 16): Appropri-
ate use of screening has the po-
tential for major benefit, but also
for harm.

One important consideration
is learning the characteristics of
people whose lives are most likely
to be improved or lengthened
with screening, as reported in the
2021 article “Predicting Life Ex-
pectancy to Target Cancer Screen-
ing Using Electronic Health Re-
cord Clinical Data” from the Jour-
nal of Internal General Medicine.

For some, including those with
multiple serious chronic diseases,
early detection and treatment can
cause unnecessary suffering or re-
duced life expectancy.

Some, but not all, patients have
the knowledge to ask about the
chances, in their circumstance, to
benefit or be harmed by screen-
ing.

David Zitner
Senior health policy fellow,
MacDonald Laurier Institute; retired
professor and founding director,
medical informatics, Dalhousie
University; Halifax

FALLING BEHIND

Re “You can take workplace pen-
sions off your list of things that
are broken in Canada” (Report on
Business, July 16): I retired more
than 20 years ago. Inflation has
rendered my pension pitiful, and
with it my medical benefits.
Michael Feld Vancouver

HOMEGROWN

Re “Mainframes, the back-end
computers supporting everyday
life, are facing a looming crisis”
(Report on Business, July 17):
Contributor Farhaz Thobani la-
ments the lack of trained main-
frame staff.

How about his company and
others train their staffin the need-
ed skills?

It’s easy to point fingers at uni-
versities, colleges, etc. But why
not invest in a company’s own
people?

John Anderson Burlington, Ont.

COLD COMFORT

Re “Safekeeping” (Letters, July
18): A letter-writer suggests that
wills might well be kept in a freez-
er for safekeeping. This brings to
mind the putative wisdom of
those like me who were writing
PhD theses in London in the early
1970s.

Travel to Paris, Amsterdam and
other delights was close at hand,
cheap and popular. We all knew
that our precious handwritten or
typed drafts and notes were safest
in our refrigerators when we trav-
elled (freezers were available only
in pubs).

“My flat burned down” was not
an excuse for delay. Starting
afresh was the only option.

The fridge was our friend in
need.

lan Newbould Toronto

BULLET POINT

Re “I write lists. Daily. Lots of
them. I cannot help myself” (First
Person, July 16): I feel vindicated
after reading this extensive expla-
nation of being a list-maker.

Itoo am a list-maker and have
been all my life. I too am the sub-
ject of jest from family members.
One year, when my granddaught-
er whispered to me that her mom
was giving me a big box of yellow
stickies for Christmas, I said,
“Great, I won’t have to buy them
now.”

Inever got the stickies.

Beth Barnes Mississauga

Letters to the Editor should be
exclusive to The Globe and Mail.
Include name, address and daytime
phone number. Keep letters under
150 words. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity. E-mail:
letters@globeandmail.com
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Will the Democrats be undone by the chaos?

Unpredictability is a
normal and necessary
part of democracy. Joe
Biden’s resignation
pushes the envelope

DEBRA
THOMPSON

Il oriNION

A contributing columnist for The

Globe and Mail

hat was once considered
Wto be a somewhat tame,

less pandemic-ridden
rematch of the 2020 presidential
election just a few short months
ago has now entered unprece-
dented political territory. The
chaos would almost be exciting
if American democracy didn’t
hang in the balance.

On Sunday, embattled U.S.
President Joe Biden withdrew his
candidacy from the presidential
election. Promising to give more
details about his decision later
this week, Mr. Biden wrote on so-

cial media that it is “in the best
interests of my party and my
country for me to stand down
and focus solely on fulfilling my
duties as President for the re-
mainder of my term.”

This was clearly both the right
and the only move for Mr. Biden
to make. After his catastrophic
performance during his debate
against former president Donald
Trump last month, the (so-called
liberal) media latched on to the
question of whether Mr. Biden
had the mental acumen to con-
tinue as head of the executive
branch of the government of the
United States for another four
years.

But Mr. Biden’s resignation
only came after weeks of turmoil
within the Democratic Party. Do-
nors threatened to withdraw
their support and, more damn-
ingly, many of the President’s ar-
dent supporters - including for-
mer Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi, Leader of House Demo-
crats Hakeem Jeffries, and even
former president Barack Obama
- reportedly suggested to Mr. Bi-
den in private that he reconsider
his hardline stance of staying in
the race. Future historians won’t

have to struggle with the ques-
tion of whether Mr. Biden fell or
if he was pushed because the re-
cord is clear - if there even are
historians in the future, that is.
A surprising turn of events in
the presidential nomination
process of the Democratic Party
isn’t necessarily a bad thing. Nor
would an open Democratic con-
vention, scheduled to be held in
Chicago next month, be the end
of the world for the party’s
chances of not being completely
decimated in competition for the
468 Congressional seats (33 Sen-
ate and all 435 of the House of
Representatives) that are up for
grabs this November.
Unpredictability is an impor-
tant part of democracy. A central
principle of democratic rule is
the concept of “bounded uncer-
tainty,” which means that the
possibility of electoral change
must exist. We do not know in
advance which party will win
and what policies they will pur-
sue, and even in a country that
has long been dominated by a
particular governing party, there
is always the chance that former
electoral winners will become
the new losers this time around.

The same logic holds true within
political parties, one of the core
vehicles in a democracy for mo-
bilizing and articulating collec-
tive interests.

But what’s good for democra-
cy writ large might ruin the
Democratic Party’s chances of re-
taining the presidency come No-
vember. The recent internal con-
flict and chaos stand in stark op-
position to the party’s political
strategy in the elections of 2020
and even the midterms in 2022,
in which they tried to project an
image as the more reasonable,
internally coherent option be-
tween the two parties for govern-
ing the country.

In contrast - and somewhat
shockingly for those of us who
have followed the longue durée of
American politics - the Repub-
lican Party now appears to be
much more unified in its goals,
platform and priorities than the
Democrats. Republicans have
now fallen in line behind and in
support of Donald Trump. For-
mer rivals for the presidential
nomination, including former
United Nations ambassador Nik-
ki Haley, businessman Vivek Ra-
maswamy, and Florida Governor

The equalization system may be headed for a reckoning

KELLY
CRYDERMAN

[l oPiNION

wan refuses to collect carbon

taxes for home heating, and
Ontario’s Doug Ford asks “what
the guy is smoking” when he
talks about the Prime Minister’s
policies, it feels like a return to a
more genteel era to fight about
something as old-school as equal-
ization.

In 2024, it’s not just conserva-
tive Alberta voices lamenting the
hypocrisy of the province’s oil
wealth being redistributed to a
large degree to Quebec, where
drilling for fossil fuels is banned.
The Premiers of Newfoundland
and Labrador and British Colum-
bia are worried about equaliza-
tion, too.

The premiers don’t agree on
why the equalization program is
flawed, and part of their battle is
likely about bolstering their own
approval numbers before ap-
proaching elections.

But that doesn’t mean their
calls for change are baseless. The
program carries much emotional
weight in this decentralized and
disparate country, and could use
a re-examination. It’s been two
decades since any kind of in-
depth review.

The money for the 67-year-old
equalization program doesn’t
come from provincial coffers, it
comes from federal taxes paid all
across the country. From that, Ot-
tawa makes transfers to provin-
cial governments based on an es-
tablished formula. As is en-
trenched in the Constitution, it’s
about ensuring “provincial gov-

In a country where Saskatche-

Some of Canada'’s premiers, all shown here at the Council of the Federation meetings last week in Halifax, are
prepared to reopen the contentious equalization file. DARREN CALABRESE/THE CANADIAN PRESS

ernments have sufficient reve-
nues to provide reasonably com-
parablelevels of public services at
reasonably comparable levels of
taxation.”

Quebec now gets about half of
the total $25-billion pot, Manito-
ba about one-quarter, and the
rest is divided up between the At-
lantic provinces and Ontario - al-
though Newfoundland and La-
brador, as well as Canada’s most
populous province, get only a ti-
ny percentage of the equalization
kitty. Alberta, Saskatchewan and
B.C. don’t receive equalization
payments.

Premiers have some cause to
be annoyed. Yes, it’s a completely
federal program, and opening it
up for review will be a thankless
headache for any finance minis-

ter no matter which party is in
government - especially when it
means ruffling feathers in head-
ache provinces such as Alberta
and Quebec. But the politically
potent program moves a lot of
money in this country, and Otta-
wa has been treating what are
supposed to be once-every-five-
year reviews as a mere formality.
The system as we know is locked
in until 2029.

The federal government also
tends to conflate its discussion
points on equalization with other
federal transfer programs or one-
off cash infusions. Provinces are
also annoyed with a nine-year-
old Liberal government that over-
reaches into provincial jurisdic-
tion while not focusing enough
attention on running its own ex-

isting programs.

That friction is now coming to
a head. Newfoundland and La-
brador will receive just more than
$200-million in equalization this
year, but believes it is due hun-
dreds of millions of dollars more.
It announced this spring that it is
launching a constitutional chal-
lenge, with Liberal Premier An-
drew Furey arguing Ottawa does
not consider the cost of delivery
of services to his geographically
dispersed province. The province
is also challenging the way natu-
ral-resource revenues are calcu-
lated, and says excess funds in the
program shouldn’t go only to
have-not provinces.

It’s not a surprise that feisty
Saskatchewan will support New-
foundland and Labrador’s action.

Ron DeSantis, appeared as a
united front for the Trump cam-
paign during the Republican Na-
tional Convention last week.

Mr. Biden, likely hoping to in-
still some sense of continuity in
the midst of the chaos, has en-
dorsed Vice-President Kamala
Harris to replace him as the pres-
idential nominee. This could
work, especially if Democrats de-
cide to wholeheartedly unify
around Ms. Harris and find a way
to spin these unexpected mis-
haps into a message of calm and
coherence.

That said, the best time for Mr.
Biden to have resigned himself
to the fact that he would be a
one-term president was at least a
year-and-a-half ago. This is the
first time a sitting American
President has withdrawn from
the race this late in the electoral
season, and the effect is that Ms.
Harris, if she does pursue, win,
and accept the Democratic nom-
ination, has a little more than
100 days to turn this ship
around. Her messaging will need
to be careful and clear if the
Democrats hope to overcome
this latest dose of political chaos
in America’s democracy.

But even on the West Coast, B.C.
NDP Premier David Eby is adding
his backing, saying the current
equalization system is resulting
in “perverse outcomes.” The
province as a whole sends more
to Ottawa on a per capita basis
than they get back, and Mr. Eby
said it’s unreasonable for B.C. res-
idents - who are struggling to af-
ford the soaring cost of living - to
see their federal tax dollars flow
to other provinces.

It is surely no coincidence, ei-
ther, that the B.C. premier, who is
usually friendly with the feds, is
picking a novel fight with Ottawa
as his approval numbers dip be-
fore an October election.

But the housing crisis that has
hit B.C. hard didn’t exist when
then-federal finance minister
Ralph Goodale ordered a review
of equalization in early 2005 - a
review that eventually informed
changes enacted by his Conserva-
tive successor Jim Flaherty. Al
O’Brien, the respected former civ-
il servant who led that expert
panel when the program was less
than half its current size, has said
that after 20 years, it’s time to
have another look.

For instance, he told me, the
equalization pot is adjusted to
keep the total program payout in-
creasing in line with the econo-
my. This is problematic, as in re-
cent years it means the size of the
program has grown significantly
even while fiscal capacity dispar-
ities between the provinces have
eased. Mr. O'Brien added he fears
Canadians have forgotten about
the importance of equalization
and its simple, original intent to
keep Confederation balanced
and working “when there’s oil in
Alberta, and they don’t have as
much in New Brunswick.”

What's with all the churn among the most senior officials in Canada’s public service?

DAVID McLAUGHLIN

Il oriniON

Former clerk of the executive council
and cabinet secretary in Manitoba,
and past CEO of the Institute on
Governance

s Canada’s public service
Iquietly preparing for the

change in government that
voters are expected to deliver
next year - or is the significant
juggling in our bureaucracy just
more of the same, in terms of se-
nior-public-servant office churn?

Just one year into his new job
as Privy Council Clerk and the
federal government’s top public
servant, John Hannaford has
presided over 14 shuffles affect-
ing 30 deputy-minister and asso-
ciate-deputy-minister-level offi-
cials. The public service has not
seen this kind of senior official
churn since the first term of Jus-
tin Trudeau’s Liberal govern-
ment.

Over the nine years it has been
in power, the Trudeau govern-
ment has shuffled senior officials
08 times, with more than 300
specific changes - some individu-

als multiple times. On average,
there have been about 10 shuffles
per year. Meanwhile, there are
now 41 deputy ministers - more
than ever before.

Changes in the deputy-minis-
ter ranks get far less attention
than cabinet shuffles. But they
are equally - and sometimes
more - consequential to govern-
ment success. They occur for in-
ternal reasons that are either
prosaic (such as retirement, tac-
tics, or matching skills and
strengths to specific positions
and ministers) or empowering,
including promoting women and
traditionally underrepresented
societal groups. Some shuffles
are unexpected, and others are
planned, such as after a new
Clerk takes over or following an
election.

These are hard, demanding
jobs. You must run your organi-
zation while navigating the ed-
dies of shifting political priorities
and sometimes capricious edicts
from a centralized government.
Choosing the right deputy candi-
date is both art and science.

So why are we constantly
changing them?

There’s a legitimate question
as to whether such senior exec-

utive churn is truly good for the
large, complex set of organiza-
tions called the Government of
Canada. Natural Resources has
had five deputy ministers over
the life span of this government;
so, too, have Environment and
Climate Change, Intergovern-
mental Relations, Immigration
and Citizenship Canada, the
Treasury Board and Public Safe-
ty.

There has been more stability
at Finance, Health, Industry,
Transport and Infrastructure,
with deputies serving five years
on average. The most stable de-
partment has been Infrastruc-
ture, with just one DM serving
since 2017.

But these are the outliers. The
average deputy minister can look
forward to being changed at
about the three-year mark or
even earlier; for the average PCO
Clerk, it’s between three and four
years. This churn is worse than
what has been seen in the British
government. By contrast, the av-
erage tenure of a CEO of a For-
tune 500 company in the U.S. re-
mains more than seven years.

At present, only two of 17 key
departmental deputy ministers
have been in their current roles

for more than two years. Nine of
those have served just one year
or less in that position.

From a leadership and man-
agement perspective, it makes
little sense to constantly shift se-
nior management around like
this. It can take a new deputy up
to two years to learn fully about
their department. While doing
so, a deputy minister must con-
tend with changes in their own
senior management teams.

Almost half of the more than
300 changes since 2015 were
around associate deputy minis-
ters and heads of agencies, who
report into a deputy minister.
This adds leadership instability,
as some of those officials are be-
ing groomed for even higher of-
fice.

Fresh perspective on a task or
mission is always useful, and pro-
moting people into senior ranks
is necessary for talent-building.
But rampant shuffling has conse-
quences. It commodifies deputy
ministers. It devalues subject
matter expertise and institution-
al wisdom in favour of manage-
ment and system conformity. It
weakens the crucial minister-
deputy relationship that comes
from longer periods of working

together, and it does the same for
the extensive stakeholder and
delivery apparatus that sur-
rounds modern government. It
undermines the institutional
memory and corporate knowl-
edge that underpins the whole
ethos of an independent, perma-
nent public service.

Most importantly, it divorces
senior officials from results. Indi-
vidual responsibility for seeing
things through is diminished
when you know it will be your
successor who will be carrying
the can. This accountability
serves as a form of collective pro-
tectionism - a kind of omerta -
for the public service system as a
whole.

Post-pandemic, Canadians are
expecting that the institutions of
government perform  Dbetter.
Right now, that is wanting. From
procurement to service delivery
to appointments, there are obvi-
ous institutional failures.

As voters increasingly clamour
for change and accountability at
the highest political levels, now
is the time for the highest public
service levels to adopt this same
attitude as their own. Arresting
the churn at the top should be at
the top of that list.
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Twisters swirls to $80.5-million at box office

The movie, directed

by Lee Isaac Chung,
makes for the biggest
opening of a live-action
movie yet this summer

LINDSEY BAHR

oviegoers ran toward the
\/l tornadoes this weekend,
propelling Twisters to a
blockbuster opening. The standa-
lone sequel to the 1996 hit made
US$80.5-million in ticket sales
from 4,151 theatresin North Amer-
ica, according to studio estimates
Sunday.

That’s about US$30-million
more than analysts expected ini-
tially, and makes for the biggest
opening of a live-action movie yet
this summer.

“We had big aspirations for it to
begin with, and it certainly ex-
ceeded those,” said Jim Orr, who
heads distribution for Universal.
“We’re seriously over-indexing
between coasts, which is fun to
see as well.”

Its overperformance recalled
Oppenheimer’s debut last year on
the same weekend. There are
some similarities: the studio, Uni-
versal, and the numbers. But
there are also important differ-
ences: Oppenheimer was three
hours long, R-rated (Twisters is
PG-13) and historical, not to men-
tion the collective enthusiasm
around its release date compan-
ion, Barbie.

Twisters, meanwhile, is a fran-
chise. It may not be a direct sequel
to Twister but it is benefiting from
the brand recognition. The origi-
nal Jan de Bont-directed film star-
ring Helen Hunt and Bill Paxton
was a financial hit at the time and
has only become more beloved
over the years. This film, directed
by Lee Isaac Chung, does not in-
clude any of the characters from
the original and introduces a new
crowd of storm chasers.

It openedlast weekend insome
markets internationally and con-
tinued its expansion this week-
end. Globally, its total earnings is
estimated to be US$574.4-million.

The Universal, Warner Bros.
and Amblin production cost
US$155-million to produce and
millions more to promote. Part of
the push included a country-mu-

Al

From left: Harry Hadden-Paton, Glen Powell, Daisy Edgar-Jones, Anthony Ramos and director Lee Isaac Chung pose at the premiere of the film
Twisters in London on July 8. VIANNEY LE CAER/INVISION/AP

sic-heavy soundtrack, with a new
Luke Combs single Aint No Love in
Oklahoma, which has racked up
more than 56 million audio
streams. The soundtrack as a
whole, featuring the likes of Bai-
ley Zimmerman, Tucker Wet-
more, Tanner Adell, Lainey Wil-
son, Tyler Childers, Thomas Rhett
and Miranda Lambert, has over 75
million streams.

Critics were mixed but mostly
positive about the two-hour
thriller. Audiences gave it an en-
thusiastic A- CinemaScore and 4.5
stars on PostTrak, suggesting
word of mouth will be good. Also
of note: 24 per cent of moviegoers
polled by PostTrak said actor Glen
Powell was a main draw.

“Our director crafted exactly
whataudienceswanttoseein the-
atres: a very immersive, exciting,
mayhem everywhere story with a
charming cast,” Orr said.

Bob Bagby, the chair of the Na-
tional Association of Theatre
Owners and the CEO of Kansas
City-based B&B Theatres, which
has about 580 screens, said their

4DX auditoriums have been near-
ly sold out all weekend. 4DX is an
“immersive” presentation format
for films that includes seat-shak-
ing and wind effects.

Twisters may not be a
direct sequel to Twister
but it is benefiting from
the brand recognition.
This film does not
include any of the
characters from the
original and introduces a
new crowd of storm
chasers.

Twisters has also whipped up
some spirited online discourse
and debate, some about the film
not explicitly referencing climate
change and some about the lack
of akissbetween Powell and Daisy
Edgar-Jones. A video showing the
kiss that was left on the cutting

room floor made the rounds on
social media over the weekend.
Bagby appreciated that there was
no “surprise political or social
agenda.”

“I'm in the movie business. We
show everything. There’s been
many movies about global warm-
ing, and that’s important,” he
said. “But sometimes you go to
the movies, and you don’t want to
bebroughtbacktoreality andlose
your escape. You just want to have
a good time.”

Universal also had the No. 2
movie in the country with Despic-
able Me 4, now in its third week-
end. It added US$23.8-million
from North America, where it is
still playing in more than 4,000
theatres, bringing its domestic to-
tal to US$259.5-million.

Third place went to another
animated juggernaut: Disney and
Pixar’s Inside Out 2, now in its
sixth weekend, and boasting a
global total of US$1.4-billion. It is
quickly closing in on Frozen 2 to
earn the title of the biggest ani-
mated movie of all time.

Five food safety precautions to follow this summer

LESLIE
BECK

Il oriniON

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

becues, family picnics and

weekend camping trips, op-
portunities to enjoy eating meals
outside.

If you're not careful, though,
your outdoor meal could come
with unwanted guests: Campylo-
bacter, salmonella and E. coli, to
name a few.

These invisible, odourless and
tasteless bacteria thrive in warm
weather, which can cause food to
become contaminated with ill-
ness-causing microbes.

And depending on where you
are, you may be without the safe-
ty controls of your kitchen, such
as temperature-controlled cook-
ing, refrigeration and washing fa-
cilities.

With much of the country ex-
periencing higher-than-normal
summer temperatures, it’s im-
portant to be extra vigilant about
safe food handling practices.

Here’s a food safety primer for
the warm weather months and
the rest of the year, too.

It’s the season of backyard bar-

FOOD POISONING: PREVALENCE,
SYMPTOMS, WHO'S AT RISK

According to Health Canada,
more than four million Cana-
dians get food poisoning every
year.

Food poisoning, or food-borne
illness, occurs when you eat food
or drink water that’s been con-
taminated by bacteria, bacterial
toxins, viruses or parasites. Most
cases are caused by bacteria.

Common symptoms of food
poisoning include nausea, vomit-
ing, abdominal cramps, diarrhea,
fever and headache. Symptoms
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With much of the country experiencing higher-than-normal summer temperatures, it's important to be extra
vigilant about safe food handling practices. NIKADA/GETTY IMAGES

can start within hours of eating
the contaminated food or several
days later.

Individuals at greater risk for
food-borne illness include chil-
dren younger than five, adults
aged 65 and older, people with
weakened immune systems and
those who are pregnant.

Foods can become contami-
nated at any point - the farm, the
processing plant, during trans-
port or at home. The most com-
mon cause of food contamina-
tion is poor food handling.

Practise the following strate-
gies to guard against food poi-
soning.

KEEP EVERYTHING CLEAN

Wash your hands, utensils, cut-
ting boards and countertops

with hot soapy water before and
after handling foods. Bring hand
soap and water with you to pic-
nics and campsites.

Rinse and gently run fresh
fruit and vegetables under cool
running water to remove dirt
and residue. Before cutting, use a
clean vegetable brush to scrub
ones that have firm skin or rind.

Every month, clean the crisper
drawers in your fridge with hot,
soapy water and then sanitize us-
ing a disinfectant cleaner or a
mixture of bleach and water (1.5
teaspoons of bleach per eight
cups of water).

DON’T CROSS-CONTAMINATE

To prevent unintentionally
spreading bacteria from one food
to another, separate raw meat,

chicken, fish and eggs from other
foods in your fridge. Ditto for
your grocery cart, grocery bags,
and picnic cooler.

Use separate cutting boards
and utensils for raw and cooked
foods.

USE A DIGITAL FOOD
THERMOMETER

To kill harmful bacteria in raw
meat, it needs to be cooked to a
safe internal temperature. You
can’t tell if your beef burger or
chicken breast is safe to eat by its
colour or texture, so the reliable
way is to test using a digital food
thermometer.

Cook to the following safe in-
ternal temperatures: beef burg-
ers 71 C (160 F), turkey burgers 74
C (165 F), chicken pieces 74 C (165

Last year on this weekend ‘Bar-
benheimer’ helped propel the
box office to over US$311-million.
This weekend was never going to
match that, but progressisstill be-
ing made after a difficult start for
the crucial summer movie-going
season. “Things have really turn-
ed around since May,” said Paul
Dergarabedian, the senior media
analyst for Comscore.

But another force is storming
theatres next weekend in Dead-
pool & Wolverine, which is tracking
to open in the US$160-million
range. That would be enough to
unseat Inside Out 2 for the biggest
opening of the year. How it will af-
fect Twisters in its second week-
end is a big unknown.

“Much as Barbenheimer was a
phenomenon last year, we could
be looking at a weekend where
people want to go see two block-
busters back to back,” Dergarabe-
dian said. “It’ll give that second
weekend of Barbenheimer a run
for its money.”
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F), pork sausages 71 C (160 F),
fish 70 C (158 F).

If you want to reuse some of
the marinade used on raw meat
as a sauce for the cooked food,
boil it first to kill any harmful
bacteria. Always marinate meat
in the fridge.

The safe ways to defrost meat
are in the fridge, in cold water or
in the microwave. If thawing in
cold water or the microwave,
cook immediately after. Never
defrost meat at room temper-
ature on the kitchen counter.

WATCH THE CLOCK: THE
ONE-HOUR RULE

Tllness-causing bacteria multiply
rapidly in a temperature range of
4 C (40 F) and 60 C (140 F),
known as the “danger zone.” In
fact, bacteria can double in num-
ber in just 20 minutes.

In hot temperatures (above 32
C or 9o F), don’t leave food sit-
ting outdoors for more than one
hour. For temperatures that are
less hot, don’t let food linger out-
side for longer than two hours.

TRANSPORT FOODS SAFELY

Place cold food in a cooler with
plenty of ice or frozen gel packs
to maintain a constant cold tem-
perature. Pack foods first that
you're likely to use last.

Pack drinks in one cooler and
perishable foods in another so
perishable foods won’t be ex-
posed to warm air every time
someone grabs a cold drink.

Transport your cooler in the
back seat of an air-conditioned
car, not the hot trunk. At the pic-
nic or campsite, keep it out of the
sun.

Leslie Beck, a Toronto-based
private practice dietitian, is director
of food and nutrition at Medcan.
Follow her on Twitter
@LeslieBeckRD
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How I learned to love tai chi

FIRST PERSON

I found an activity

in my seventh decade
where change and
growth are not just
possible but expected,
Heather Avery writes

n the 1980s, I lived in a Victorian tri-

plex close to Ottawa’s Chinatown. My

days were spent hunched over an IKEA

desk, reading, taking notes and writing
for a master’s degree. Mostly, I persevered
through all distractions, fully absorbed in
what I was learning. But on warm summer
days, I would bring my notecards to Dun-
donald Park. It was there that I first en-
countered tai chi.

Men and women would gather, in loose
formation, and begin to move with slow
thoughtful deliberation, in unison. Their
actions combined to achieve a meditative
dance, and it soothed me just to watch.
There was a beauty and grace to their ses-
sions that resembled a time-lapse video of
a water lily opening.

Tai chi was mesmerizing, but I couldn’t
see its point. I could achieve my fitness
goals from exercise classes, swimming
and cycling - and it didn’t seem that mov-
ing so slowly would do much to tone mus-
cle, my Jane Fonda-inspired objective for
all activity. I chose only to admire this
martial art as it was practised by others,
and kept my distance.

But tai chi stayed with me - a seed
planted. And amazingly, decades later, the
necessary conditions for flowering have
emerged. More time - thanks to retire-
ment - coupled with a recommendation
from my doctor have brought me full cir-
cle, only this time I am not on the park
bench watching, but inside the formation,
literally stumbling toward growth.

Thad some false starts at the outset. The
first group I joined was led by a caring
instructor, but its late afternoon timing
and its setting - a windowless church
basement - left me uninspired. After
learning the first eight steps, I took a break
and never returned. The second try, six
months later, was more successful. I found
a morning class in a much brighter space -
and the tiny seedling began to push
through the soil.

Naively, I had thought that my goal
would be to master the choreography of
the 108 movements that form the basis of
tai chi. Technically right, but wrong on so

many counts. Rather, I quickly learned,
what required mastering were my own
personality traits.

The class was full of lovely people who
glided effortlessly, seemingly never con-
fused about where to move next or what
the names of the moves were. They
assured me that they had been beginners
once too, and that I would be able to
remember all the moves within three or
four years. Three to four years! Graduate
degrees took less time.

But I could see they were right. After six
months, I still found it difficult to com-
plete even the opening 13 moves on my
own. I could only watch and copy, watch
and copy - waiting for the day that my
own body would memorize the internal
rhythms of the set.

The patience needed for such slow pro-
gress was so antithetical to the way I nor-
mally approached physical activity that I
found it almost unbearable. Previously,
any sport that I couldn’t do easily, I just
rejected. I never did learn how to throw a
softball or catch it, or how to do the front
crawl. I stuck to activities that needed no
honing.

I also needed to lose the excuses, my

favourite strategy for avoidance. Declaring
natural clumsiness or bad hips or that I
still can’t tell left from right instinctively
(all true, by the way) just wouldn't fly.
Commit and improve: That was the only
mantra available.

Oh, and one more thing: I needed to
listen - another skill where I lacked profi-
ciency. This realization came to me power-
fully in my first master class. I had trav-
elled to a tai chi centre for a two-hour
session with a well-known instructor. I
was excited and nervous. There were peo-
ple from all over Canada, and I was a new-
bie compared to almost everyone there.
We began with foundation exercises, and
almost immediately, the teacher singled
me out for instruction.

To be singled out is an honour, but I
was mortified. As is required, all the oth-
ers in the class stopped and turned to
watch me (so that they could learn, too)
while the instructor corrected my posi-
tioning. “Don’t lean back,” he said, and I
repeated the movement. “Still leaning
back,” he observed laconically, and on it
went - probably for only a few minutes,
but it seemed an eternity.

I couldn’t say, “Yeah, I get it.” I had to

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEX DEADMAN-WYLIE

show that I did. In those seconds, I con-
centrated as I had never done before, lis-
tening intently to what the instructor was
saying, watching his movement and then
willing my body to move in imitation. I
was simultaneously unlearning and learn-
ing, crowding out any self-consciousness
to focus. As I corrected, my emotion shift-
ed from humiliation to exhilaration. I
realized that I was learning not just a new
step but a new way of being in the world -
truly listening, open to correction, deeply
vulnerable.

I don’t know that I will ever master the
108 moves. What I do know is that I have
found an activity in my seventh decade
where change and growth are not just pos-
sible but expected, even when my stub-
born personality tendencies re-emerge at
every turn.

Gradually, I have become that lily
unfolding, awoken not by sunlight and
warmth but by this gentle martial art.

Heather Avery lives in Peterborough, Ont.

First Person is a daily personal piece
submitted by readers. Have a story tfo tell?
See our guidelines at tgam.ca/essayguide.

Fans in Key West celebrate Ernest Hemingway’s legacy

DAVID FISCHER KEY WEST, FLA.

rnest Hemingway spent the

1930s in Key West, Fla., and

more than six decades after
his death, fans, scholars and rela-
tives continue to congregate on
the island city to celebrate the
author’s award-winning novels
and adventure-filled life.

Hemingway Days started in
1981 with a short-story competi-
tion and a look-alike contest. This
year’s celebration concluded Sun-
day on the 125th anniversary of
Hemingway’s birth on July 21,
1899.

As anovelist, short-story writer
and journalist, Hemingway’s spot
in the pantheon of American lit-
erature is undeniable, and his leg-
acy permeates the culture and
character of Key West.

Hemingway’s great-grandson,
Stephen Hemingway Adams, was
born nearly three decades after
Hemingway died. Adams said
working with his grandfather,
Patrick Hemingway, who was
Ernest Hemingway’s second son,
helped him gain a deeper under-
standing of his famous ancestor.

“I got to work with my grand-
dad, and we put out a book called
Dear Papa, which was all of the let-
ters between Ernest and my

I

Curator Cori Convertito shows off Ernest Hemingway's First World War ambulance-driver uniform and other belongings at the Key West Museum of
Art & History at the Custom House in Key West, Fla., last week. DAVID FISCHER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

grandfather,” Adams said.

The difference between the
public perception and the docu-
mented reality of Hemingway can
be fuzzy. He loved big-game fish-
ing in the Caribbean and hunting
in Africa. He loved bullfighting,
baseball, boxing and bar-hop-
ping. But he also was a serious art-
ist who won Pulitzer and Nobel
prizes. He put so much of his life
experiences into his writing that
it can be tricky to separate the
man from the myth.

Adams said he’s fine with some
people loving the adventurer
more than the writer.

“I think it’s a split, and I think
that’s what’s fun,” Adams said of
the throngs of look-alikes who
visit Key West every year.

The Key West that Hemingway
first visited in 1928 was a rustic
fishing village, not a bustling
tourist destination. Hemingway
and his second wife, Pauline, had
only planned a brief stop to pick
up a car during their move from
Paris to Arkansas, where Pau-
line’s family lived. But the car
wasn’t ready, and they had to wait

several weeks.

Hemingway quickly made
friends with local business own-
ers and fishermen. The couple
made frequent visits to the island
and eventually bought a French
Colonial home on a 1.5-acre (0.61-
hectare) lot in 1931.

After spending most of his 20s
in Paris, Hemingway embraced
the vastly different island life-
style, according to Cori Convert-
ito, a curator at Key West Museum
of Art & History at the Custom
House.

“He doesn’t come here to act
like a recluse and just write,” Con-
vertito said. “He’s out at the bars
all the time. He’s out fishing with
people. He’s interacting in boxing
matches.”

Convertito pointed out that
Hemingway was in his 30s for
most of the time he lived in Key
West, not the white-bearded
“Papa Hemingway” most look-
alike contestants emulate. A Fare-
well to Arms was finished shortly
after he began visiting Key West
and that book’s reception, along
with his coverage of the Spanish

Civil War in the late 1930s,
increased his fame.

Much of Hemingway’s time in
Key West was devoted to big-
game fishing with friends. Con-
vertito said Hemingway began to
pioneer new techniques after get-
ting his own boat, the Pilar, in
1034.

“He was desperate toland a ful-
ly intact marlin,” Convertito said.

The slow process of reeling in a
trophy fish left them vulnerable
to sharks, similar to the giant
marlin caught in Hemingway’s
1952 novel, The Old Man and the
Sea.

Hemingway focused on catch-
ing fish and removing them from
the water quickly. He was an early
member of the International
Game Fish Association and
named a vice-president in 1940.

He also became an advocate for
the Florida Keys and the people
who lived there. To Have and Have
Not, which was published in 1937,
is set in a Key West ravaged by the
Great Depression.

Hemingway was a vocal critic
of how the federal government

responded to the 1935 Labour Day
hurricane. The official death toll
was 423, but more than 250 of the
fatalities were First World War vet-
erans hired through a federal jobs
program to build the Overseas
Highway, which connects the
Florida Keys to mainland Florida.

Hemingway drove an ambu-
lance during the First World War
and felt a particular kinship with
the veterans. Corey Malcom, a
historian with the Florida Keys
History Center, said Hemingway

joined the recovery efforts and
used his own boat to pull bodies
out of the ocean.

Michael Morawski, chief exec-
utive of the Hemingway Home &
Museum, credits his great-aunt,
Bernice Dixon, as one of the first
people to help preserve Heming-
way’s legacy in Key West. The local
jewellery store owner bought the
house for $80,000 in 1961, shortly
after Hemingway’s death.
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TODAY’S SUDOKU SOLUTION

TODAY'S KENKEN SOLUTION
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WORLD FORECAST NATIONAL FORECAST
TODAY  TOMORROW  WEDNESDAY TODAY  TOMORROW  WEDNESDAY
AMSTERDAM  23/17 SH 21/15 SH 20/12 S |BANFF 3/16 S 3013 S 3014 S
ATHENS 3727 S 37/26 S 36/26 S | BARRE %17'S 2717 T 26/18 SH
BANGKOK 3/%6 T 31/2% R 30/26 R |BRANDON %15 T 2516 S 2819 S
BELING 37/26 SH 39/29 PC 38/24 PC | CALGARY DN7S 3B/18S 18 S
BERLIN 25/14 SH 27/17 SH 23/13 SH | CHARLOTTETOWN 24/16 S  23/17 PC 23/17 PC
BRUSSELS 23/17 PC 21/14 SH 22/11 PC | CHICOUTIMI 19/12 PC 22/13 PC 25/16 PC
COPENHAGEN ~ 19/13 R 20/16 SH 20/16 PC | CHURCHIL 2/14 PC 24/16 S 208 PC
FRANKFURT ~ 25/15 SH 25/14 PC 21/12 SH|CORNERBROOK 19/14 SH 2011 S 22/13 SH
HONGKONG ~ 29/28 T 30/28 SH 31/20 T |CORNWALL 7/18'S 2518 T 26/19 SH GHURCHILL ».%
JERUSALEM 3321 S 3321 S 3121 S |EDMONTON 3324 S 3320 S 31/19 S (714/PC -
LAS VEGAS 43S 4333 S 43/33 S | HALFAX /155 B/17 PC 2117 SH ; \‘
LONDON 23/17 SH 23/14 SH 24/15 SH | HAMILTON 26/18 PC 26/18 T  27/19 SH vy g
LOSANGELES 29/ S 29/22 S 30/2 S |HUNTSVILE  26/16 S 2717 T 2517 SH /{ EWONTON—:\\CII'
MADRID 35/2 S 3824 S 40/24 S |IQAWIT 14/6 PC 13/8 SH 10/5 SH . R/uss O ‘
MIAMI 32/26 T 30/28 T 33/28 S | JASPER 3/15 T 29/13 §  28/13 § |l REGINA
MOSCOW 2/14 SH 24/14 PC 26/17 S | KELOWNA 3716 s B S 35S 1 30/18/§7 %57 / N £
NEW DELHI 3520 SH 34/27 T 31/27 T|KNGSTON %/20 s 25/0 T 2521 SH [ o ®
NEW YORK 8/22 T 27/2 T 26/22 R|LONDON 218 T 27/18T 2619 SH N A Lb‘%’ OWM” ‘\(" =MONTREAL ¢/
NICE 30/24 S 29/24 S 29/25 S | MONTREAL /17 S 26/17 T 2519 SH 7}’ / T b 4\ 25/‘7 B
ORLANDO 34/25 T 33/25 SH 34/25 T|NWAGARAFALS 27/20 PC 26/20 T 26/21 SH ¥
PARIS 25/18 PC 2515 SH 25/16 S|NORTHBAY 2415 S 2516 S 23/16 SH 7%%;%%%% 7
PHOENIX 43/3 S 44/3 S 44/33 S| OTIAWA %/16 S 26/7 T 26/18 PC ; /
ROME 34/22 SH 36/24 S  36/24 SH| PRINCEGEORGE 31/12 S 22/11 S 21/10 SH b
SANFRANCISCO 18/14 S 20/15 § 20/14 PC|PETERBOROUGH 27/17 S 26/17 T 2619 SH { §
SEOUL 27/2%5 T 2825 T 29/25 T | QUEBEC %/15 S 24/15 PC 25/18 SH s
SINGAPORE ~ 31/28 T 3128 T 30/28 T |REGNA 30/18 S 32/20 S 362 S
SYDNEY 19/8 S 197 S 19/10 PC|SASKATOON  30/19 S 32/21'S 3523 S
TokYo 33/27 T 3227 SH 33/27 PC|SAUITSTEMARE 26/15 S 23/17 R 24/16 R
'WASHINGTON 29/24 R 33/25 SH 31/25 T | SAINTJOHN 24/15 S 22/16 SH 22/17 PC
SEPTILES 19/13 PC 18/12 S 18/13 S
STIOHN'S N15S WS 215 S LOS ANGEL
LEGEND SUDBURY %/15 S 26/16 PC 23/17 R 29/23/s
Daytime high, overnight low, and conditions THUNDERBAY  24/15 T 19/14 SH 2/13 S
THOMPSON ~ 23/13 S 2516 S  28/18 SH ---
TORONTO 25/20 PC 2520 T 25/20 SH A
ccoupy RS RAIN/SNOW VALD'OR 2/13 PC 214 € 24/15 R Snow Rain Thunder  Freezing 4
FGFOG SSUN VANCOUVER 28/14s 2/14S B/14S storm rain
FR FREEZING RAIN SN SNOW VICTORIA B/12s 213S 213 S L /
HZ HAZE SF SNOW FLURRIES WHISTLER 26/12 S 2411 S 21/11 PC
NA NOT AVAILABLE SH SHOWERS 'WHITEHORSE 21/14 SH 20/10 T 18/10 SH |;| % % On I%J / WJUM
PC PARTLY CLOUDY T THUNDERSTORMS WINNIPEG 26/15 T 25/16 PC 27/17 S Stream Front Front 9 z41/he Weather Ne "
RRAIN W WINDY YELOWKNFE ~ 26/18 PC 29/20 §  25/19 R . e /7117 /
BRIDGE NORTH This deal appears in Terence But a little thought reveals that  of diamonds, South has the J-9-
BY STEVE BECKER 0K 64 Reese’s book “Reese on Play.” the contract can still be made if 6 of diamonds, and West has
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2024 YAKIS South makes six diamonds even West has precisely a 3-3-4-3 dis- the A-10-8.
though West’s A-10-8-7 appear tribution. The prospects are not  Declarer leads the king of
+KQ3 to constitute two impregnable good, but at least the outlook is hearts from dummy and ruffs
*A107 trump tricks. Even when you nothopeless. with the jack, rendering West
South dealer WEST EAST study g\ll four. hands, the slam So, South cashes the ace of helpless. I_f he overruffs with the
Both sides vulnerable aJ102 A0875 seems impossible to make. hearts and ruffs a heart, then ace, he will be forced to return
: Y072 ¥Q9653 Neverthelgss, the contract can leads a spade to the king and the 10 or eight, and iq either
+A1087 P be made w1§h proper play. The ruffs another heart. The purpose case South scores the n1ne'and
The bidding: a a play starts innocently enough of these ruffs is to reduce South’s  king. If West underruffs the jack,
%942 dJ853 when South wins the spade lead trump holding to the same South leads a diamond toward
south West  North  East SOUTH with the queen and returns a length as West’s. the king, and again West makes
1[D] Pass 2[H] Pass AAQ3 low diamond. West plays the  Declarer next cashes his last only one trump trick.
3[D]  Pass 4NT Pass v4 seven and dummy the queen, on  spade and three clubs, endingin ~ There is no escape for West.
5[D]  Pass 6[D] 4196542 which East shows out. Prospects  dummy. With everyone down to  One of his two apparently cer-
Opening Lead — jack of spades. &K 06 of making the slam now appear three cards at this point, dummy  tain trump tricks simply vanish-
4K Q to be virtually nil. has the king of hearts and K-3 esinto thin air.
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INSTRUCTIONS Fill in the grid so that each row of nine squares, each column of nine
and each section of nine (three squares by three) contains the numbers 1 through 9
in any order. There is only one solution to each puzzle.

F
o 4— 72% 6+ KENKEN
INSTRUCTIONS
VDT T TG G X 1. Each row and each
CRYPTIC CLUES QUICK CLUES 6 11+ |5+ column must contain
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS the numbers 1through
, . I 6 without repeating.
1 The lamb’s tender (11) 2 Rabbit cage, shed 1 Dismissive treatment (5,6) =
9 nglt and rantf(r;))m 3 ;m; Churcg (St) ith ® AekleEdive mele) ) a = = ,. The numbers within
a Belgian por irds can do it wi 10 A tropical fruit (5) “the heavily outlined
10 Account gets credit with their eyes shut (4) 11 Small whirlpool (4) boxes, caﬁ/ed cages,
11 pan o Y ol formation | 12 Firstrate(35) = K e given operstonn
ain in stomac 14 Waver (6,
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Ottawa looking at more asylum supports

Federal government says
it hopes to have a plan
within months to help
provinces grappling
with rising numbers

MIKE HAGER
XIAO XU VANCOUVER

A spokesperson for Immigration
Minister Marc Miller says his of-
fice hopes to have a plan within
months to offer more support for
provinces - not just Ontario and
Quebec - that are grappling with
rising numbers of people seeking
asylum.

Aissa Diop, Mr. Miller’s director
of communications, said the min-
ister acknowledges the com-
plaints made by premiers at their
meeting last week in Halifax.

“We will keep having those
conversations about how can we
work collaboratively to make
sure that asylum seekers feel sup-
ported, but provinces also feel
supported,” she said.

Last week, B.C. Premier David
Eby and Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith complained that they

hadn’t received any of the extra
money Ottawa had given to Onta-
rio and Quebec over the past year
to aid in the resettlement of asy-
lum seekers.

Federal data shows a record
number of 143,575 people seeking
asylum came to Canada last year,
with the vast majority - 9o per
cent - settling nearly equally in
Quebec and Ontario.

While British Columbia, Alber-
ta and Manitoba have had rela-
tively fewer claims, this class of
newcomer has increased by
roughly double or even more in
all three provinces during the first
five months of the year compared
to the same period last year.

Ms. Diop said Mr. Miller noted
the premier’s anger over the
funding gap and is committed to
working with the provinces and
territories “in  the coming
months” to better support them.

“When provinces receive asy-
lum seekers, they are also front-
liners in helping them settle
down, so we acknowledge that,”
Ms. Diop told The Globe and Mail.

Quebec Premier Francois Le-
gault said it was unfair that most
provinces receive nothing while
Quebec was given $750-million
from Ottawa this year to help but-

Israel shoots down
missile fired from
Yemen after deadly
strikes on Houthi rebels

JOSEF FEDERMAN
MICHAEL WAKIN

tress its stressed social infrastruc-
ture.

“It would help if the federal
government would give them at
the same time some money to
transfer asylum seekers to other
territories or provinces,” he said.

Housing asylum seekers is a
provincial responsibility, but the
federal government has been
paying for these newcomers to
stay in hotels in Ontario and Que-
bec since the beginning of the
pandemic because shelters in
those provinces are full.

Ms. Diop stressed that the fed-
eral government cannot control
when and where people show up
to claim asylum in Canada, and
once they do, Ottawa needs their
consent to move them to another
province and the agreement of
that province.

At the close of the three-day
premiers’ summit, only the lead-
ers of Manitoba and Newfoun-
dland and Labrador publicly of-
fered to welcome asylum seekers
who first land in Quebec and On-
tario - as long as Ottawa pitches
in with funding to transfer them.

Mr. Eby and Ms. Smith declined
to show such support.

Both said their housing mar-
kets and social services agencies

are already bursting at the seams
after recruiting and welcoming a
record number of other immi-
grants in recent years.

Over the first five months of
this year compared to the same
span in 2023, B.C.’s number of asy-
lum seekers nearly doubled to
4,390 and Alberta’s inflow more
than tripled to 3,740 claimants,
according to federal data.

“Our most recent total for last
year was 180,000 new British Co-
lumbians,” Mr. Eby said last week,
conflating overall immigration
with the small number of asylum
seekers when reporters asked
about the issue.

“And that’s great, and that’s ex-
citing, and it’s necessary, and it’s
completely overwhelming.”

Mr. Eby’s office said although
B.C. takes the third-most asylum
seekers, neither the province nor
any of its municipalities have re-
ceived any federal funding, in-
cluding any money from the $1.1-
billion Interim Housing Assist-
ance Program for cities and prov-
inces to stop the newcomers from
becoming homeless.

Ms. Diop, Mr. Miller’s spokes-
person, said B.C. has not applied
to this fund since 2019.

Ontario took in 40,240 asylum

seekers between January and
May, more than double the year
prior. Quebec took in 28,165, com-
pared to 26,220 last year.

Canada’s asylum claims drop-
ped sharply after the end of
March, 2023, when Ottawa struck
a deal with the United States to
turn away people trying to walk
over an unofficial border crossing
at Quebec’s Roxham Road, but
they soon climbed back up,
fuelled largely by more people fly-
ing into Montreal and Toronto
and then claiming this status.

Sharry Aiken, an immigration
scholar and law professor at
Queen’s University in Kingston,
said asylum seekers should not
be scapegoated for further stress-
ing any province’s housing mar-
ket or filling its hospitals.

She said the overall immigra-
tion of permanent and tempora-
ry residents alike has grown sig-
nificantly over the past three
years.

“Perhaps there’s a degree of a
lack of co-ordination in the vari-
ous policy envelopes in govern-
ment, and it’s landed us where we
are, which is a huge strain on pub-
lic infrastructure, whether it’s
education, health or housing,” Dr.
Aiken said.

The Israeli military said it intercepted a missile fired from
Yemen early Sunday, hours after Israeli warplanes struck
several Houthi targets in the Arabian Peninsula country.

The Israeli air strikes - in response to a deadly Houthi
drone strike on Tel Aviv - were the first time Israel is known
to have responded to repeated Houthi attacks throughout
its nine-month war against Hamas. The burst of violence
between the distant enemies has threatened to open a new
front as Israel battles a series of Iranian proxies across the
region.

The Israeli army late Saturday confirmed the air strikes in
the western Yemeni port city of Hodeidah, a Houthi strong-
hold and crucial entry point for aid and other supplies. It
said the strikes, carried out by dozens of aircraft, including
U.S.-made F-15 and F-35 warplanes, were a response to hun-
dreds of Houthi attacks.

The Health Ministry in Yemen said the Israeli strikes
killed six people and wounded 83 others, many with severe
burns from a major fire. Another three people were missing,
the ministry said in a statement shared by the Houthi-run

Police stand behind a barricade after violent clashes in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Sunday. Protests erupted in the
country related to a lower court ruling about the allocation of civil service jobs. The country’s Supreme Court
dismissed that order on Sunday. MAHMUD HOSSAIN OPU/ASSOCIATED PRESS

al-Masirah TV.

Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdulsalam posted on X
that the “blatant Israeli aggression” targeted fuel storage fa-
cilities and the province’s power station.

“The Israeli enemy picked those targets specifically as
part of their targeting of the Yemeni economy,” said Abdul-
Malek al-Houthi, leader of the rebels.

The Israeli military said that the surface-to-surface missile
fired Sunday was intercepted before reaching Israeli territo-

ry.

'Israel, along with the U.S., the UK. and other Western al-

lies with forces in the region, have intercepted almost all of
the Houthi missiles and drones. But early Friday, a Houthi
drone penetrated Israel’s air defences and crashed into Tel
Aviv, Israel’s commercial and cultural capital, killing one

person.

An Israeli air force official said Sunday that human error
accidentally classified the drone as a non-threat as Israel was
simultaneously tracking other drones launched from Yemen
and approaching Israel from the east.

The Israeli military said Saturday’s strike on Hodeidah,
about 1,700 kilometres from Israel, was among the most
complicated and longest-distance operations by its air force.
It said it hit the port because the area is used to deliver
Iranian arms to Yemen. Israel’s Defence Minister, Yoav Gal-
lant, vowed to carry out similar strikes “in any place where it

may be required.”

The Houthis are among several Iranian-backed groups to
have attacked Israel in solidarity with Hamas since the Oct. 7
attack by the Palestinian militant group triggered the con-

tinuing Israeli offensive in Gaza.

In addition to fighting Hamas, the Israeli military has
been engaged in daily clashes with the Hezbollah militant
group in Lebanon. These clashes have raised concerns that
the fighting could spill over into a full-blown war with Leba-

non and beyond.

Yemen has been engulfed in civil war since 2014 when the
Houthis seized much of the north and forced the interna-
tionally recognized government to flee from Sanaa.

A Saudi-led coalition intervened in support of govern-
ment forces, and in time, the conflict turned into a proxy
war between Saudi Arabia and Iran. The war has killed more
than 150,000 people, including fighters and civilians, and
created one of the world’s worst humanitarian disasters.

The Houthis said Israel’s attacks will only make Yemen’s
people and armed forces more determined to support Gaza.
“There will be impactful strikes,” Mohamed Ali al-Houthi of
the Supreme Political Council in Yemen wrote on X.

“All of this won’t stop the Yemeni people or the Yemeni
leadership, military and missile forces in targeting the Israeli
entities,” said Moatasem Abdel Salah, a Sanaa resident.

Since January, U.S. and U.K. forces have been striking tar-
gets in Yemen, in response to the Houthis’ attacks on com-
mercial shipping that the rebels have described as retalia-
tion for Israel’s actions in the war in Gaza. However, many of
the ships targeted weren’t linked to Israel.

Analysts and Western intelligence services have long ac-
cused Iran of arming the Houthis, a claim Tehran denies. The
joint force air strikes so far have done little to deter them.

The Houthis have long-range ballistic missiles, smaller
cruise missiles and “suicide drones,” all capable of reaching
southern Israel, according to weapons experts. The Houthis
are open about their arsenal, regularly parading new mis-

siles through the streets of Sanaa.
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Bangladesh top court scraps most job quotas
that triggered deadly protests

SAM JAHAN
SUDIPTO GANGULY

Bangladesh’s Supreme Court on
Sunday scrapped most quotas on
government jobs that had
sparked nationwide protests that
spiralled into clashes that killed
at least 139 people, but some or-
ganizers said the protests would
continue.

Dismissing a lower court order,
the Supreme Court’s Appellate
Division directed that 93 per cent
of government jobs should be
open to candidates on merit, At-
torney-General AM. Amin Uddin
told Reuters.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na’s government had scrapped
the quota system in 2018, under
which 56 per cent of jobs were re-
served for groups such as free-
dom fighters’ families, women
and people from underdeveloped
districts.

But the lower court reinstated
it last month, sparking the pro-
tests and an ensuing clampdown
that included an internet shut-
down and a curfew with the army
on the streets.

The recent clashes followed
similar violent protests ahead of
January’s national elections by
Ms. Hasina’s opponents in re-
sponse to what they called her au-
thoritarian rule, and by garment
workers demanding better pay
amid high inflation.

“Students have clearly said
they are in no way part of the vio-
lence and arson that have taken
place in Bangladesh since Mon-
day,” Amin Uddin said.

“I am hoping normalcy will re-
turn after today’s ruling and peo-
ple with ulterior motives will stop
instigating people,” he added.

Internet and text message ser-
vices in Bangladesh have been
suspended since Thursday, as se-
curity forces cracked down on
protesters who defied a ban on
public gatherings.

At least four protest co-ordina-
tors told BBC Bangla that they
planned to continue their action
until they secured the release of

some detained student leaders
and the restoration of internet
and other cellular services.

“The judgment of the Supreme
Court seems unclear to us. There
is no clear-cut solution for all
types of quotas,” said Abdul
Quader, one of the co-ordinators.

Soldiers have been patrolling
the largely deserted streets of the
capital Dhaka since the govern-
ment ordered a curfew late on Fri-
day. A tank was stationed outside
the Supreme Court gates at the
time of the hearing.

The recent
clashes followed
similar violent protests
ahead of January's
national elections by
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's opponents in
response to what they
called her authoritarian
rule.

Local media had reported scat-
tered clashes earlier in the day be-
tween protesters and security
forces. At least 139 people have
been killed so far, according to da-
ta from hospitals.

The government on Saturday
extended the curfew indefinitely,
according to local media. Restric-
tions were eased for two hours on
Sunday to allow people to shop
for supplies.

Tanvir Hasan, a grocer in Dha-
ka, said, “As curfew eased, people
swarmed in like bees. We just had
a couple of very busy hours.”

The clashes have injured thou-
sands across the country in re-
cent days, as police used tear gas,
rubber bullets and sound gre-
nades to disperse protesters
throwing bricks and setting fire to
vehicles.

Experts attribute the unrest to
stagnant job growth in the pri-
vate sector and high youth unem-
ployment, making public sector
jobs with regular wage hikes very
attractive among the group who

make up nearly a fifth of the pop-
ulation.

Bangladesh also faces eco-
nomic difficulties and secured a
US$4.7-billion bailout from the
International Monetary Fund in
January last year after struggling
to pay for energy imports, which
cut into its dollar reserves and
fanned inflation.

Ms. Hasina, 76, who won power
for a fourth straight term in Janu-
ary, has been credited with turn-
ing around Bangladesh’s econo-
my and its garment industry.

But critics also accuse her of
authoritarianism, human rights
violations, crackdowns on free
speech and suppression of dis-
sent, charges her party denies.

The Supreme Court directed
the government to cut the job
quotas for families of independ-
ence fighters to 5 per cent from 30
per cent, the attorney-general
said.

The remaining 2 per cent of
jobs still subject to quotas are for
people from so-called backward
groups and the disabled, he add-
ed.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from groups affected by re-
duced quotas following Sunday’s
verdict.

The court asked protesting stu-
dents to return to classes and also
asked the government to issue or-
ders on the quotas.

Many opposition leaders, ac-
tivists and student protesters
have been arrested in the current
crackdown, said Tarique Rah-
man, the exiled acting chairman
of the main opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party.

Police arrested Nahid Islam, a
leading student co-ordinator, on
Saturday, the protesters said.

Universities and colleges have
been closed since Wednesday.

India said on Sunday that
more than 4,500 Indian students
have returned home over the past
few days.

It also said 500 Nepalese stu-
dents and 38 from Bhutan had ar-
rived in the country.

REUTERS
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With economy
slowing, BoC
expected

to cut rates
again

MARK RENDELL

The Bank of Canada is expected
to deliver a second dose of inter-
est-rate relief this week, as infla-
tion moderates and economic
growth remains sluggish.

The central bank began a long-
awaited easing cycle last month,
lowering its policy rate to 4.75 per
cent from 5 per cent - the first
cut in four years. There’s a broad
consensus among analysts and
traders that Governor Tiff Mack-
lem and his team will follow up
with another quarter-point cut
on Wednesday.

The highest interest rates in
two decades have done their job,
curbing consumer spending,
cooling the overheated housing
market and rebalancing supply
and demand in the economy.
That’s helped reanchor consum-
er prices: Inflation has been be-
low 3 per cent since the start of
the year, down from a peak of 8.1
per cent two years ago.

With inflation closing in on
the central bank’s 2-per-cent tar-
get and the Canadian economy
stuck in the doldrums, current
interest-rate levels look too re-
strictive. The question is how fast
the Bank of Canada will move to
get borrowing costs back to a
more neutral level.

“If you start to lower too fast
and things just pick up and you
get inflation again, you've
wrecked your credibility a little
bit,” said Jeremy Kronick, direc-
tor of the Centre on Financial
and Monetary Policy at the C.D.
Howe Institute in an interview.

“But if you look at the trend,
it’s pretty good. Inflation has
gone down ... and the economy
is definitely softening.”

Mr. Macklem said last month
that it’s “reasonable” to expect
further rate cuts if price pres-
sures keep easing. Since those re-
marks, May inflation data came
in surprisingly hot. But the June
numbers, published last week,
showed inflation back on a
downward path, with headline
inflation falling to 2.7 per cent.

“Disinflation continues to be
the theme, and spread across cat-
egories in the Consumer Price In-
dex from furniture prices to gro-
cery prices,” said Tu Nguyen, an
economist with RSM Canada, in
an interview.

“In fact, the only stubborn
part of inflation that’s left is shel-
ter.”

BoC, B6
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FERTILE GROUNDS

B.C.-based Ovry makes low-waste, affordable pregnancy, ovulation and male fertility tests
that are sold in pharmacies across the country mes

Jackie Rhind founded Ovry after becoming frustrated with a lack of options for pregnancy tests. She
surveyed friends and family to help develop her products. CHRISTOPHER KATSAROV/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Rift between Dye & Durham founding brothers escalates
to pivotal court case for software company

SEAN SILCOFF
TECHNOLOGY REPORTER

A growing rift that pits the two brothers
behind Dye & Durham Ltd. against each
other has escalated into a nasty court bat-
tle as the legal software company attempts
to fend off a revolt by dissident investors.

How Ontario Superior Court Justice Pe-
ter Osborne rules on a dispute between ex-
chairman and chief strategy officer Tyler
Proud and Toronto-based D&D, led by his
brother, Matthew Proud, could open the
door to changes at the board, giving dis-
sidents control of the acquisition-fuelled,
heavily indebted company.

Court filings reveal raw, at times person-
al tensions over D&D’s leadership, strategy
and performance, building on rival news
releases from the two camps this month.

e

LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS

Biden’s exit from race brings uncertainty
to stock and bond markets ahead of November’s

U.S. presidential election
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Exhibits filed by Tyler Proud’s private
holding company OneMove Capital Ltd.
include an insulting, obscenity-laced text
sent to him by then-D&D chief legal officer
Charlie MacCready in April. D&D’s litiga-
tion counsel Joseph Groia said in a letter to
OneMove’s counsel the texts came from
“Mr. [MacCready] in his capacity as a sha-
reholder expressing his significant con-
cerns” and were “not made in any corpo-
rate capacity.” Mr. MacCready is no longer a
D&D executive.

D&D claims Tyler Proud, who co-funded
and built the entity with his brother,
ceased to be a director once it went public
in July, 2020, because he was “a combative
and disruptive force” on the board, affect-
ing its ability to function and fulfill its
mandate. Its application alleges Tyler
Proud has since sought “to improperly
control D&D” and accuses him of working

in a co-ordinated fashion with other dis-
sidents to overhaul the board.

Tyler Proud stated in a sworn affidavit
he pushed D&D to no avail for more than a
year to improve its performance, fix its
strategy, slow its pace of acquisitions and
reduce debt. He said he has also pushed for
the board to improve its “weak oversight
over management” although he didn’t
name his brother.

Each side had accused the other of using
intimidation tactics. None of the claims
have been proven in court.

“Look, it’s a tough one,” chief executive
Matthew Proud said in an interview. “At
the end of the day he’s my brother. I really
want to resolve this and I think he wants
the same thing.” He declined to comment
on specific allegations in D&D’s legal ac-
tion.

REVOLT, B6

TD Bank hires another financial crimes
expert as U.S. probes continue

RITA TRICHUR

Toronto-Dominion Bank has hired an-
other top-tier financial crimes expert as
the lender moves to strengthen its risk
controls and resolve lengthy money-laun-
dering investigations in the United States.

Canada’s second-largest bank has
recruited Stuart Davis to serve as an ad-
viser to chief risk officer Ajai Bambawale.

Mr. Davis, who left his previous job at
the Bank of Nova Scotia in May, is an
American who has more than three dec-
ades of experience in anti-money laun-
dering, sanctions compliance and regula-
tory risk management in Canada and the
United States. His expertise includes re-
mediating compliance programs and rec-
tifying regulatory issues for financial in-
stitutions.

“Stuart will be joining TD on a short-
term contract as an adviser to Ajai Bam-
bawale and the risk leadership team on a
range of strategic initiatives,” bank spo-
keswoman Elizabeth Goldenshtein wrote
in an e-mail in response to a query from
The Globe and Mail.

Mr. Davis declined to provide further
details about his new role when contacted
on Friday afternoon.

His appointment comes at a critical
time for TD. The bank has spent the last
year increasing its bench strength in anti-
money-laundering compliance while also

remediating weaknesses in its risk con-
trols amid probes by three regulators and
law enforcement in the United States.
Those investigations are tied to a US$653-
million money-laundering and drug-traf-
ficking case and could result in financial
penalties and other potential conse-
quences that could constrain TD’s growth
south of the border.

Mr. Davis, who is also one of North
America’s foremost experts on combat-
ting human trafficking, was last employed
as executive vice-president of internal da-
ta protection at Scotiabank, according to
his LinkedIn profile. Prior to that role, he
served as executive vice-president of fi-
nancial-crimes risk management and
group chief anti-money-laundering officer
at Scotiabank.

He has also held various anti-money-
laundering leadership roles at Bank of
Montreal, USAA Financial Services, First
Data/Western Union Financial Services
and Capital One.

Mr. Davis is the latest in a string of sea-
soned financial crime, regulatory and risk
experts hired by TD.

Last week, The Globe reported that TD
hired Nathalie Martineau as vice-presi-
dent of anti-money-laundering, govern-
ance and control for Canada, Europe and
Asia-Pacific. Ms. Martineau, who will join
TD on Aug. 13, has both regulatory and
banking experience.

TD, B6
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Tech outage leads to mass flight disruptions

Businesses across

the globe grapple with
computer problems
triggered by CrowdStrike
software update

NEW YORK

More than 1,200 flights were can-
celled within, into or out of the
United States on Sunday, led by
cancellations for top carriers Del-
ta Air Lines Inc. and United Air-
lines Inc., according to data
tracker FlightAware.com, in the
wake of Friday’s global cyber out-
age.

Airlines are struggling to re-
cover from the tech outage that
forced multiple carriers to
ground flights on Friday.

Delta on Sunday said it had no
further comment. It said Satur-
day that most of its technology
systems have been restored, but
that it would continue to see can-
cellations and delays over the
weekend. It also said it had ex-
tended a travel waiver through
Sunday for customers.

CNBC reported Sunday that
Delta was offering its crews extra
pay to staff flights as it recovers
from the outage. United Airlines
was not immediately available
for comment.

A software update by global
cybersecurity company Crowd-
Strike Holdings Inc., one of the
largest operators in the industry,
triggered widespread systems
problems not just for airlines but
in other services as well, such as

Travellers rest in a terminal at Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport on Sunday. Airlines are struggling to
recover from the tech outage that forced multiple carriers to ground flights on Friday. JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES

health care and banking, around
the world on Friday.

On Saturday, Microsoft Corp.
estimated the update deployed
by CrowdStrike affected 8.5 mil-
lion Windows devices world-
wide, The breadth of the outages
highlighted the fragility of a dig-
itized world dependent on a few
providers for key computing ser-
vices.

Canada’s airports, hospitals
and police services were still re-
turning to normal operations
over the weekend.

Travellers with Porter Airlines

saw many of their flights can-
celled on Friday and the vast ma-
jority of arrivals and departures
between Canada and the US. at
airports in Toronto, Vancouver,
Calgary and Montreal were post-
poned or called off.

On Saturday, Montreal’s Tru-
deau airport announced normal
operations had resumed and the
majority of flight departures and
arrivals at airports in Toronto,
Vancouver and Calgary were
landing and taking to the skies in
spite of delays.

Staff at British Columbia’s hos-

Climate-related extreme weather presents
growing risk for fossil-fuel companies

AMANDA STEPHENSON CALGARY

closure document last year

laying out what would hap-
pen if extreme weather were to
force a 10-day shutdown of its
massive Base Plant oil sands mine
in Northern Alberta.

The document - which Suncor
filed with CDP, a global non-profit
that maintains a database on cor-
porate environmental action and
climate risk - details the financial
risk posed to the company by
such a scenario.

While the likelihood of ex-
treme weather events remains
“unknown,” Suncor said in the
document that a 1o-day Base
Plant shutdown could cost the
company $56-million a day (more
than half a billion dollars in total)
in the form of lost revenue be-
cause of production losses.

When analysts talk about the
oiland gas sector’s exposure to cli-
mate change-related risk, they of-
ten come at it from a policy or de-
mand forecast perspective. They
look at the risk that climate
change will prompt governments
to impose more regulation on the
fossil-fuel sector, or that the ener-
gy transition will lead to a decline
in demand for oil and gas.

But the oil and gas sector, like
all industries, is also exposed to
climate risk in a physical sense.
That risk has been hammered
home this month, as out-of-con-
trol wildfires in Northern Alberta
forced several Canadian oil sands
companies to evacuate non-es-
sential workers from their sites.
Suncor itself, Canada’s second-
largest oil sands producer by vol-
ume, has temporarily curtailed
production at its Firebag complex
because of the fire danger.

Also this month, Hurricane
Beryl forced the temporary shut-
down of offshore oil platforms
along the U.S. Gulf Coast, one of
North America’s most important
regions for energy resources and
infrastructure.

“0il and gas infrastructure, like
everything else, has been increas-
ingly exposed to severe weather
events fuelled increasingly by cli-
mate change,” said Craig Stewart,
vice-president of climate change
for Insurance Bureau of Canada.

“We've seen it all the way back
to Hurricane Katrina, which dis-
rupted activity in the Gulf of Mex-
ico back in 2005. We saw it in the
Fort McMurray fire in 2016, where
oil and gas sector or oil sands ac-
tivity was disrupted for a month
... and we've seen it elsewhere in
the world as well.”

More than 40 per cent of the
world’s commercially recovera-
ble oil and gas reserves are highly
exposed to the effects of climate
change, according to a 2021 report
by riskintelligence company Veri-
sk Maplecroft. The report pointed
to that year’s deep freeze in Texas
that knocked U.S. oil and gas out-

S uncor Energy Inc. filed a dis-

Suncor Energy, whose oil sands operations near Fort McMurray, Alta., are
pictured, has temporarily curtailed production at a complex in Northern
Alberta because of the danger posed by wildfires. VICTOR R. CAIVANO/AP

put to a three-year low, as well as
the effects of Hurricane Ida, which
caused arecordssspillsin the Gulf
of Mexico and created historic dis-
ruptions to the supply of both
crude oil and refined products.

Refineries, drilling rigs, export
terminals and pipelines are also
vulnerable to flooding, tornadoes
and even drought, which has the
potential to limit the amount of
water theindustry can draw on for
processes such as hydraulic frac-
turing. And all of these weather
events are becoming more com-
mon, Verisk Maplecroft said.

“These types of events are go-
ing to become more frequent and
more extreme, creating even
greater shocks within the indus-
try,” the report stated.

There’s big money in oil and
gas, which means there are mil-
lions of dollars at play every time
atropical storm rearsits head ora
refinery trips off during a heat
wave. If weather knocks out a sig-
nificantamount of a jurisdiction’s
oil output, it can cause temporary
commodity price spikes that
trickle all the way down to the
consumer.

For example, nearly half of the
total petroleum refinery capacity
in the U.S. and 51 per cent of that
country’s total natural gas proc-
essing plant capacity is located
along the Gulf Coast.

Earlier thisyear, the U.S. Energy
Information Administration
warned of the potential for a “par-
ticularly intense” hurricane sea-
son in 2024, suggesting there is a
heightened risk of weather-relat-
ed production outages.

In Canada, the largest oil-pro-
ducing region is the oil sands, lo-
catedin theboreal forest of North-
ern Alberta - an area highly prone
to wildfires. Thousands of oil
sands workers were evacuated in
the 2016 wildfire that destroyed
part of the community of Fort
McMurray, forcing companies to
reduce their oil output by a mil-
lion barrels a day.

Theresulting economicimpact
was so severe that Canadian GDP
contracted 0.4 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter of 2016. Economists

said GDP would have grown o.1
per cent that quarter, excluding
the impact of wildfires on Cana-
dian oil production.

Environmentalists say it’s iron-
ic that the fossil-fuel sector is be-
ing affected by climate change-re-
lated disasters, even as it makes
plans to continue to grow oil and
gas output in the future.

“They’re just throwing fuel on
the fire,” said Keith Stewart, se-
nior energy strategist for Green-
peace Canada. “These companies
havebusiness plans that are going
to make extreme weather even
more extreme.”

But Thomas Liles, vice-presi-
dent of upstream research for Rys-
tad Energy, said while the risk re-
mains, the energy industry is bet-
ter prepared for weather-related
disasters than it was a decade ago.
Companies have spent years de-
veloping detailed emergency re-
sponse plans to protect their
workers and their assets.

“I think the industry at large is
pretty used to judging risks and
dealing with those accordingly,”
he said, adding that even if ex-
treme weather intensifies in the
years to come, it’s unlikely to dis-
suade companies from investing
in lucrative areas such as the oil
sands or the Gulf of Mexico.

‘What fossil-fuel companies are
increasingly doing, the IBC’s Mr.
Stewart said, is seeking insurance
coverage to protect them against
not just physical loss and damage,
but against the effects of business
interruption in the event of ex-
treme weather. So far, they have
had “varying” success, he said.

“Reinsurers have reduced their
exposure to the commercial mar-
ket in Canada over the last five
years due to the growing threat of
climate-driven  disaster,” Mr.
Stewart said, adding that getting
insurance in wildfire-prone areas
such astheboreal forest is becom-
ing increasingly difficult for busi-
nesses. “Any operations, whether
oil or gas or something else, that
are located in those areas are go-
ing to have difficulty.”

THE CANADIAN PRESS

pitals and health facilities had to
pivot to paper to manage every-
thing from lab work to meal or-
ders during the outage, but on
Saturday providers including On-
tario’s University Health Net-
work and Sunnybrook Hospital,
as well as Newfoundland and La-
brador’s health care provider, all
announced that regular oper-
ations had been restored. In Ed-
monton, police said 911 lines had
been restored after a major dis-
ruption to emergency communi-
cations.

The effort to restore IT systems

appeared to divide those affected
into haves and have-nots. Major
customers of Microsoft and
CrowdStrike are getting IT sup-
port to resolve the issues, but
many smaller businesses whose
Windows PCs may have received
the problematic update are still
struggling.

For many small businesses
that are affected, that could
mean working around the clock
to make sure their systems are up
and running, said Wedbush tech
analyst Dan Ives.

“Small businesses rely on third
parties for this not to happen,
and instead, it became a ‘code
red’ situation,” Mr. Ives said.

“The ripple effects from this
could be felt for days and weeks
ahead.”

The issue is affecting small
businesses differently.

Chris Seabrook, who owns a
locksmith services business in
Melbourne, Australia, called As-
guard Locksmiths, told the Asso-
ciated Press in a Friday e-mail
that the IT outage had thrown a
“significant wrench” in his daily
operations. He hadn’t been able
to send and receive e-mails, ac-
cess critical files, manage his
schedule or create invoices.

“My Microsoft PC is essential
for many important functions in
my business,” he wrote. “As a
one-man business, every minute
counts and this disruption has
forced me to adapt quickly to en-
sure my services remain as unin-
terrupted as possible.”

REUTERS with reports from
Associated Press and
The Canadian Press

Barcelona to raise tax
for cruise ship visitors
after anti-tourism protests

Barcelona will raise the tourist tax for cruise passengers
visiting the city for less than 12 hours, its mayor said in an
interview published on Sunday.

Jaume Collboni said the current tourist tax for stopover
cruise passengers was €7 ($10.45) a day. He did not say by
how much the tax would be increased.

“We are going to propose ... substantially increasing the
tax for stopover cruise passengers,” he told El Pais newspa-

per.

“In the case of stopover cruise passengers [less than 12
hours] there is intensive use of public space without any
benefit for the city and a feeling of occupation and sat-
uration. We want to have tourism that is respectful of the

destination.”

He said tourists, not local taxpayers, should pay for local
projects such as air conditioning at schools.

The Catalan regional government will have to agree on
the proposal, Mr. Collboni said.

In recent weeks, anti-tourism activists have staged pro-
tests in popular holiday destinations across Spain, such as
Palma de Mallorca, Malaga and the Canary Islands, saying
visitors drive up housing costs and lead to residents being
unable to afford to live in city centres.

Mr. Collboni announced last month that the city will bar
apartment rentals to tourists by 2028, an unexpectedly dras-
tic move as it seeks to rein in soaring housing costs and
make the city livable for residents.

Meanwhile in Italy, Venice city officials said Friday that
the day-tripper tax netted €2.4-million ($3.6-million) dur-
ing a test phase this summer, and that decisions on how to
proceed would be made in the fall after a full analysis of the

data.

According to the city, the €5 tax was paid 485,062 times
over the 29 test days, mostly weekends and holidays, from
April 25 to July 14. The final numbers included paper access
tickets sold to bus tours, cruise ships and some tour oper-
ators, accounting for about 1,000 entrances on each of the

test days.

Italians accounted for 60 per cent of visitors to the ticket
website during the period, followed by U.S., German and
French visitors, with each group ranging from 6.5 per cent
to 4 per cent of the totals.

City officials have indicated that the system, where day
trippers pay an entrance fee, would be extended next year,
and doubled to €10, at least on some days, but did not make
any immediate announcements.

Mayor Luigi Brugnaro said the city would consider ad-
justing the fee based on if the tax is paid in advance, or at
the last minute. He defended the tourist tax from critics,
who called it a failure for allegedly not deterring arrivals, as

envisioned.

“We listened to citizens, to associations, to thousands of
people, but in the end, there were no alternative solutions
to ours,” he said. “We thought to take this road of the
controls, which were light enough, not invasive.”

Visitors not staying in lodging in the city were required to
download a QR code showing they had paid the tax; offi-
cials said the average length of the transaction was two
minutes. Hotel guests, who pay a lodging tax, were exempt,
as were people living in the Veneto region, visitors under 14,
and those visiting relatives, among others.

Venice has long been grappling with overtourism, with
estimates of 25 million to 30 million annual arrivals of both
day-trippers and overnight guests, roughly confirmed by
cellphone data tracked from a Smart Control Room since
2020, according to city officials.

The day-tripper tax, delayed by the pandemic, was her-
alded by UNESCO member states when they decided
against a recommendation to place the city on its list of
world heritage sites in danger. The city had escaped in-
clusion on the list two years earlier when it imposed a
cruise ship ban down the Giudecca canal and through St.

Mark’s Basin.

The city’s top tourist official, Simone Venturini, said the
entrance fee marked “a cultural revolution.”

“For the first time in the world, a city has an instrument
that allows to finally have clear data, and not just approxi-
mate estimates, not longer interpretations of data, but ex-
act data” of people entering and leaving the city, he said.

REUTERS with reports from the Associated Press
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Biden’s move
set to increase
uncertainty

in markets

NEW YORK

U.S. President Joe Biden’s deci-
sion to end his re-election cam-
paign adds a new element of un-
certainty to stock and bond mar-
kets leading up to the November
election.

Mr. Biden on Sunday an-
nounced his plan to step aside,
leaving the presidential race in
uncharted territory. He endorsed
Vice-President Kamala Harris as
the Democratic Party nominee,
but his move opens the door to a
contest among party members to
seek the nomination and take on
former president Donald Trump.

“I think you’ll see a little more
volatility just because it’s added
uncertainty. Trump is still a very
strong favourite to win, but Biden
was so awful any replacement has
a slightly higher chance to beat
him,” said James Koutoulas, chief
executive officer at hedge fund
Typhon Capital Management.

Stocks have hit new highsinre-
cent weeks as investors bid up
small-cap stocks, though indexes
retreated somewhat in recent ses-
sions amid a pullback in certain
technology names. The U.S. econ-
omy hasbeen strong, and as infla-
tion has abated investors have in-
creasingly priced in expectations
of an interest-rate cut by the U.S.
Federal Reserve, likely this fall.

With Mr. Biden dropping out,
all eyes will be on who might
emerge as the Democratic nomi-
nee, if not Ms. Harris, and what
their policies might mean for the
economy, trade, taxes and mar-
kets.

“We may see a bit of reversal in
what has worked in the market
over the last two weeks, with
smaller-capitalization stocks run-
ning, but by no means would I ex-
pect the market to give all those
gains up,” said David Wagner,
portfolio manager at Aptus Capi-
tal Advisors LLC in Fairhope, Ala.

“The bigger event for the mar-
ket will be who will be on the tick-
et for Democrats because their
policies and regulation ideas
would be more impactful,” he
said. “Biden endorsed Harris, but I
think there’ll be a lot of cooks in
the kitchen over the next two
weeks vying for the position-Ibe-
lieve it’s wide open.”

Ellis Phifer, market strategist at
Raymond James, predicted the
bond markets will end up on the
negative side on Monday.

For Canada, the U.S. political
race also adds uncertainty, and
risk. Many see Mr. Trump and Re-
publican running mate J.D. Vance
as the favourites, and more likely
to create headwinds for the Cana-
dian economy.

Mr. Trump promises to make
trade more expensive for coun-
tries exporting goods into the
United States, in a bid to boost do-
mestic production. And he may
move to cut corporate taxes,
which could make Canada rela-
tively unattractive for businesses
considering investing in new op-
erations.

For now, investors are braced
for more volatility in markets.

“I would imagine we will see a
knee-jerk risk-off move, purely as
a result of that increased uncer-
tainty. By and large, we're still four
months out from the election. So
perhaps one of the biggest take-
aways is people are going to start
thinking about the election ... a
lot earlier than we’ve seen in prior
political cycles,” said Michael
Brown, senior market analyst
with Pepperstone in London.

For some investors, the ques-
tion is whether anyone can stop
Mr. Trump, who would be the
more destabilizing force for the
economy, and even the world.

“Lookslike Kamala Harris is go-
ing to be the Democratic nomi-
nee, a former prosecutor against
somebody who has 34 felony con-
victions. It’s fantastic,” said Bill
Strazzullo, chief markets strate-
gist with Bell Curve Trading in
Boston.

“It’s great for the country be-
cause to me all the things we're
going through market-wise - po-
tential slowdown of the economy,
persistentinflation, the questions
about what the Fed’s going to do -
all that stuff is trivial in compari-
son to what the damage would be
of a second Trump administra-
tion - whether it’s his crazy eco-
nomic policies across the board,
tariffs, his just basically abandon-
ing of Ukraine and how destabiliz-
ing that would be in Europe.

“He has no interest in defend-
ing Taiwan. I mean, the economy,
the markets and the world would
be thrown into just utter chaos
with him.”

REUTERS

Pregnancy
Test Strip

Ovry, based in Revelstoke, B.C., manufactures and sells pregnancy tests, ovulation tests and a male fertility test. The products are made
in Surrey, B.C., and are available at more than 3,000 retail locations across Canada. CHRISTOPHER KATSAROV/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

B.C.-based company Ovry takes
innovative approach to pregnancy tests

Co-founder says her own
experience inspired products
that are more affordable,
discreet and create less waste

PIPPA NORMAN

ackie Rhind remembers the experi-

ence of buying pregnancy tests as a

teenager, awkwardly trying to conceal

the bulky package she was toting

and worrying she might run into
someone she knew.

In university, Ms. Rhind, who has a
blood clotting disorder that prevents her
from taking most forms of hormonal birth
control, said she discovered she could buy
similar tests at the dollar store for less
without having to compromise on accu-
racy. However, she was still frustrated by
the cumbersome, excessive packaging
and an average of only two tests a pack.

Convinced there had to be a better op-
tion, Ms. Rhind started surveying her
friends and family, researching the indus-
try and figuring out how to strip down the
traditional test. Several years later, this led
her to found Ovry, a reproductive health
company that specializes in making tests
that are more affordable, more discreet
and produce less waste than competing
brands.

“Ovry was really born out of my person-
al need, as well as a deep sense of frustra-
tion with the products that you could ac-
cess on the market,” Ms. Rhind said.

When Ovry launched in 2020, it made
$300,000 in annual sales. Since then, it
has doubled its sales every year and
grown from two to five employees. Run by
Ms. Rhind from her home in Revelstoke,
B.C., Ovry’s products are manufactured in
Surrey, B.C., and sold at more than 3,000
retailers across Canada, including Wal-

mart, Rexall, Metro, London Drugs, Jean
Coutu and Shoppers Drug Mart.

The company’s pregnancy tests, which
resemble a litmus test from high-school
science class, are one of three products it
sells, alongside an ovulation test and male
fertility test. Unlike a mid-stream preg-
nancy test, users of Ovry’s version collect
a small amount of urine in a plastic cup
that comes in each box and then dip the
test into the urine for five to 10 seconds to
see a result.

The tests can be bought in packs of four
to 18 and, if bought online, will ship in
unbranded shipping envelopes. They can
detect pregnancy just as early as tradition-
al tests, which is six days before a missed
period, Ms. Rhind said.

The look and feel of pregnancy tests
haven’t changed in decades and innova-
tion is lacking in the industry, said Diana
Wark, parent program co-ordinator at the
Centre for Sexuality in Calgary, adding
that being able to buy more than a couple
of tests a package is a much-needed, prac-
tical approach.

Pregnancy tests are often marketed
around a joyful surprise or flashy reveal,
“instead of normalizing that women need
pregnancy tests often throughout their
lifespan,” Ms. Wark said.

“I think more often than not, women
are using pregnancy tests not because
they’re excited and happy about a poten-
tial pregnancy, but because they’re wor-
ried or scared about a potential pregnancy
that they haven’t planned.”

Compared with other brands, Ovry’s
test is made with 9o per cent less plastic,
doesn’t include any digital features that
generate electronic waste - and is discreet,
Ms. Rhind said.

“We spent a lot of time having modern,
largely recyclable packaging that doesn’t
have babies on the boxes, which can be
triggering for so many people.”

Ms. Rhind’s products are about half of

the price of some of her competitors. On
Shoppers Drug Mart’s website, a pack of
two Clearblue or First Response tests costs
$23.99 and one Life Brand test costs
$12.49, while Ovry’s four-pack retails for
$22.99. On Ovry’s website, it’s even slightly
cheaper: Four tests cost $20, 10 cost $33
and 18 cost $42.

Ms. Rhind said she doesn’t have the
marketing budget to compete with lead-
ing brands and it has been difficult to land
her pregnancy test on the shelf.

While some retailers, such as Jean Cou-
tu and Walmart, carry different-sized
packs of Ovry’s pregnancy tests, Ms. Rhind
said that’s not the case everywhere. With
Shoppers Drug Mart, for example, Ovry
only recently struck a deal to have its
pregnancy test four-pack carried on a trial
run in 300 of the chain’s 1,200 stores. Ms.
Rhind has yet to find out if the trial run
will be expanded.

Meanwhile, her male fertility test,
which faces little to no market competi-
tion, is for sale in all 1,200 Shoppers Drug
Mart stores.

Dr. David Olson, a professor of obstet-
rics and gynecology at the University of
Alberta, said these difficulties extend into
the wider pregnancy product industry. His
own efforts to develop and commercialize
a product that can predict when the deliv-
ery of a baby will occur have shown him
how a lack of competition and investment
in the industry makes new ideas hard to
sell.

Despite the challenges, Ms. Rhind said
she’s focused on expanding in-store sales
and dreams of eventually making Ovry a
first-of-its-kind reproductive health co-
operative, in which customers could
choose to become part owners of the busi-
ness.

“Our mission was to take this kind of
outdated category and make these impor-
tant products more accessible to Cana-
dians,” she said.
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Court File No. CV-24-00723586-00CL

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Good Natured Products Inc. and its subsidiaries
(together, “"GDNP" or the “Petitioners”)

On June 28, 2024, Good Natured Products Inc., and its subsidiaries sought
and were granted an initial order (the “Initial Order”) under the Companies’
Creditors Arrangement Act, RSC 1985, ¢ C-36, as amended (the “CCAA")
from the Supreme Court of British Columbia (the “Court”). Pursuant fo the
Initial Order, Alvarez & Marsal Canada Inc. was appointed as monitor of
GDNP.

Pursuant to an Order granted on July 11, 2024, by the Court, a sale and
investment solicitation process (“SISP”) was approved and Capital West
Partners was appointed as sales agent in the SISP.

Pursuant to the SISP, Capital West Partners, in its capacity as sales agent, is
soliciting interest in one or more or any combination of:

i) a restructuring, recapitalization or other form of reorganization of the
business and affairs of one or more of the Petitioners as a going concern; or

i) a sale of all, substantially all or one or more components of the Petitioners’
assets and/or business operations as a going concern or otherwise.

Interested parties may contact Capital West Partners by email at
michael@capwest.com to receive a summary of the opportunity and a form

of non-disclosure agreement.
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Dividend Computershare

Notice is hereby given that the following dividend has been declared.
All amounts shown are in Canadian dollars unless otherwise specified.

Record Payable Rate
Date Date

July 31,2024 August 15,2024 $0.10

Issuer Issue

Northland Power Inc. ~ Common

ONTARIO
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE
COMMERCIAL LIST

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS
ARRANGEMENT ACT, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS
AMENDED

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF
COMPROMISE OR ARRANGEMENT OF

THE BODY SHOP CANADA LIMITED

TAKE NOTICE THAT on July 5, 2024, The Body Shop Canada Limited (the
“Applicant”) continued its proceeding to file a Notice of Intention to Make
a Proposal under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, under the Companies’
Creditors Arrangement Act pursuant to an order (the “Initial Order”) of the
Ontario Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) in Toronto, Ontario.

The Initial Order, among other things, appointed Alvarez & Marsal Canada
Inc. as Monitor of the business and financial affairs of the Applicant. Notice
is hereby given that a copy of the Initial Order has been posted on the
Monitor’s website at: https://www.alvarezandmarsal.com/TheBodyShop.

The Monitor will post additional relevant information and documentation
related to this proceeding on the Monitor's website as they become avail-
able. For further information, contact the Monitor directly at:

Alvarez & Marsal Canada Inc.
Royal Bank Plaza, South Tower
200 Bay Street, Suite 2900, P.O. Box 22
Toronto ON M5J 2J1
Attention: The Body Shop Canada Limited Monitor
Monitor Hotline: 1-833-591-1287
Email: TheBodyShop@alvarezandmarsal.com

To subscribe CALL 1-800 387 5400 | TGAM.CA/SUBSCRIBE
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Grocery code system is disappointingly DIY

Instead of solving power
imbalances, we gave

the sector homework
and let them figure

it out themselves

VASS BEDNAR
DENISE HEARN

Il oriniON

Vass Bednar is a contributing
columnist for The Globe and Mail
and the host of its Lately podcast.

Denise Hearn is an author and
researcher who focuses on how
economic power shapes the world.
They are the authors of the
forthcoming book The Big Fix: How
Companies Capture Markets and
Harm Canadians.

anada has what seems like a
C rare win in the competition

space. Stakeholders are cel-
ebrating the finalization of the
Grocery Code of Conduct - a mile-
stone more than three years in
the making that was threatened
this year when Loblaw and Wal-
mart indicated they wouldn’t be
signing.

Now, the grocery industry has
slightly better processes to re-
solve disputes among suppliers
and retailers regarding issues that
include random fees, sudden cost
increases, lack of clarity on con-
tracts and late payments. The
code includes important ele-
ments such as no unilateral con-
tract modification, no refusals to
deal and a board with representa-
tives from across the supply
chain.

But the design of this new sys-
tem is disappointingly DIY. It
trusts that the industry would po-
lice itself, and being merely a

Stakeholders are celebrating the finalization of the Grocery Code of Conduct — the development of the code,
three years in the making, was led by industry players. NATHAN DENETTE/THE CANADIAN PRESS

code of conduct, whole swaths of
it are difficult to enforce. Instead
of pursuing harmonized or feder-
al legislation with teeth, we
stayed in our comfort zone and
took our sweet time while con-
sumers stretched their food bud-
gets. We are a country that’s be-
come too accustomed to settling
for scraps.

The code has been industry-
led, ostensibly allowing the sector
to co-design a pact to play more
fairly. And while the parties that
dedicated their time and effort to
this cause deserve kudos for their
perseverance, these efforts may
prove wanting. What the code of
conduct misses, fundamentally,
is the inherent power imbalances
between a set of highly concen-
trated grocery retailers and their
counterparties.

While the code “strongly en-
dorses” written contracts, Ama-
zon and Walmart have, for years,
been using artificial intelligence
to negotiate contract terms with
their suppliers to gain price con-
cessions. They use a software
called Pactum AI Inc, and Wal-
mart claims that since introduc-
ing the program in early 2021
(during the COVID-19 pandemic),
it saves about 3 per cent on con-
tracts handled through the soft-
ware. The largest companies to-
day have a range of superior tech-
nology and data that they can
weaponize in negotiations to get
concessions, not only on prices,
but also on payment terms and
contract details.

Fear of retaliation from a sup-
plier’s biggest customer is diffi-
cult to overcome with voluntary

Businesses are striking a Faustian
bargain as they rely more on Big Tech

ANDREAS SCHOTTER

Il oriniON

Professor of general management and
international business at Western University's
Ivey Business School

n the race to embrace digital innovation,

Canadian businesses risk sacrificing their

strategic autonomy to the influence of ma-

jor tech platforms. Indeed, my latest re-
search suggests a troubling paradox at the
heart of our digital economy: The very plat-
forms that promise growth and efficiency may
be stifling the long-term competitiveness of
the firms that depend on them.

As Canadian entrepreneurs increasingly rely
on platforms such as Apple’s App Store or
Amazon Marketplace, they gain access to vast
customer bases and cutting-edge technologies.
However, this digital opportunity comes with
significant constraints. I would describe these
constraints as a “Faustian bargain,” where
businesses trade long-term control over their
strategic direction for the potential of rapid
scaling in the short term.

This isn’t merely an academic concern. The
European Union’s recent antitrust investiga-
tion into Apple’s App Store practices high-
lights the real-world consequences of platform
dominance. Innovation and fair competition
are at risk when a tech giant can dictate terms
to its ecosystem of developers and merchants.

While big platforms strive to be innovators
for consumers, they also act as puppet mas-
ters, pulling the strings of countless smaller
companies. Through surveying global tech
platforms and platform-dependent digital
firms and an analysis of regulatory filings, my
research shows three specific tactics that allow
platform powerhouses to create a web of de-
pendence that stifles true innovation and en-
trepreneurship.

First, they employ weak backward compat-
ibility and mandatory updates. Take Apple’s
i0S - updates are forced upon users and ven-
dors alike, often rendering older apps useless.
This “upgrade or die” mentality puts immense
pressure on digital firms doing business on the
platform.

Most of the 214 companies surveyed said
that weekly updates are common. Some of the
most dependent firms must employ anywhere
from a few dozen to a couple of hundred pro-
grammers who focus on Apple App Store and
Google Play Store compatibility. Aside from
that large operating expense, the unpredict-
ability of the form, and sometimes timing, of
the major updates leaves also no room for in-
dependent innovation.

Second, powerful platforms enforce ecosys-
tem exclusivity. Apple’s “walled garden” ap-
proach is a prime example. By restricting
cross-platform compatibility, they force com-
panies to develop exclusively for their ecosys-
tem or face prohibitive costs. Epic Games
learned this lesson the hard way when they
dared to challenge Apple’s payment system

monopoly. When Epic attempted to bypass
Apple’s payment system to avoid the 30 per
cent commission, Apple promptly removed
Fortnite from the App Store.

Finally, Big Tech maintains an iron grip on
scalability exploitation. While digital plat-
forms offer unprecedented growth potential,
companies like Google control the very APIs
(the digital protocols) that enable this scalabil-
ity. After companies have spent time and mon-
ey to establish themselves on tech platforms,
they are essentially stuck with them because
the cost to move away and re-establish them-
selves is too much. The platforms can now
change the game’s rules at any moment, forc-
ing digital firms to dance to their tune or risk
obsolescence.

This multifaceted dependence can pro-
foundly shape a firm’s choices, creating a stra-
tegic straitjacket. Our research found that
companies often shift from proactive innova-
tion to reactive adaptation. Resources that
could fuel groundbreaking innovations are in-
stead squandered on keeping up with arbi-
trary platform changes. The digital economy
promised democratization and opportunity,
but instead we’re witnessing the rise of new,
more insidious monopolies.

The implications extend beyond our bor-
ders. As these platforms expand globally,
they’re reshaping markets and regulatory
landscapes. In countries with less developed
institutions, they often become de facto rule-
setters.

While this can bring short-term benefits in
terms of economic development, it raises trou-
bling questions about digital sovereignty and
the long-term consequences for national eco-
nomic autonomy.

Addressing these challenges requires a mul-
tifaceted approach from Canadian policy mak-
ers, starting with modernizing antitrust frame-
works. We must look beyond traditional metri-
cs to consider data control, network effects,
and platforms’ indirect influences on innova-
tion. Promoting interoperability and data por-
tability can reduce lock-in effects and foster a
more competitive ecosystem, potentially
through legislation similar to the EU’s Digital
Markets Act.

Enhancing digital literacy and skills training
for businesses and entrepreneurs will enable
them to navigate platform ecosystems more
effectively. Targeted support programs can
help small firms and startups diversify their
digital presence and reduce over-reliance on
single platforms.

Finally, implementing regulations that re-
quire major platforms to provide greater trans-
parency about their algorithms, terms of ser-
vice changes, and data usage will help busi-
nesses make more informed decisions and bet-
ter anticipate potential risks in their platform
partnerships.

The conveniences and opportunities of-
fered by digital platforms are undeniable.
However, as we embrace them, we must care-
fully consider the long-term implications for
our digital sovereignty and economic compet-
itiveness.

governance. For example, Britain
introduced a voluntary code in
2010, and a 2013 review stated
there was “a widespread belief
among the supermarkets’ suppli-
ers that the code was not working
effectively, and that it had not
brought about any change in the
behaviour of the supermarkets.
The key reason they gave for this
was fear of the consequences of
complaining.”

What Canada should do in-
stead is look toward other juris-
dictions that are using public pol-
icy to actually curb corporate
power. In the United States, the
Packers and Stockyards Act re-
quires transparency and fairness
in the dealings of meat, livestock
and poultry retailers with their
suppliers, which can extend to
grocery store practices, and some

states have considered limiting
slotting fees (these are a cost that
manufacturers pay to place their
products on retail shelves). The
European Union has guidelines
that discourage excessive slotting
fees,and a directive (2019/633) on
unfair trading practices in the
agricultural and food supply
chains.

Legislators should consider a
Canadian version of the U.S. Rob-
inson-Patman Act to combat an-
ti-competitive price discrimina-
tion. The U.S. act, initially enacted
in 1936, prevents unfair pricing
and promotional practices that
harm competition. Without simi-
lar legislation, larger companies
can engage in predatory pricing,
offering lower prices to big buyers
while charging more to smaller
ones, which creates barriers for
small businesses. A Robinson-
Patman-like law would help pre-
vent monopolistic behaviour,
promote market efficiency and
foster a competitive marketplace
where businesses compete on
merit and quality, not just size.

We're all hungry for a big fix -
that one simple trick that will re-
balance power in the economy.
Instead of solving for structural
power imbalances between pur-
chasers and suppliers, we gave
the sector homework and let
them figure it out themselves.
Tasking sectors with self-regula-
tion risks allowing the largest pri-
vate players to set market terms,
once again, in their favour while
promising to play nice. It’s not
enough to hope for fair and eth-
ical dealings with a handshake.

Ultimately, this new code high-
lights the necessity of a concrete
policy framework. The govern-
ment should establish that and
make that framework the law. In
doing so, these principles can
even carry over from grocery to
other sectors such as manufactur-
ing and technology.

Fuss over greenwashing rules
is much ado about nothing

JANIS SARRA

Il oriNiON

Professor of law emerita at
Peter A. Allard School of Law af the
University of British Columbia

e have been hearing
Wmuch criticism of two
amendments to the

Competition Act on deceptive
marketing practices regarding cli-
mate-related claims that received
royal assent on June 20. Reactions
include oil sands companies re-
moving their environmental per-
formance claims from their web-
sites and the Alberta government
threatening to “use everylegal op-
tion” to push back against the leg-
islation.

These moves mask the reality
that companies have been getting
away with bold unsubstantiated
climate-related claims and now
they need to withdraw them or
temper them to be realistic.

The purpose of the Competi-
tion Act is to encourage competi-
tion in Canada to promote the ef-
ficiency and adaptability of the
Canadian economy. And part of
healthy competition is that com-
panies accurately represent their
products and services to consum-
ers. The two new provisions aug-
ment existing protection of con-
sumers from deceptive market
Ppractices.

Under the first provision, the
Competition Bureau, as the inde-
pendent law enforcement agency,
can review a company’s conduct
to investigate its public-facing
claims. The bureau can investi-
gate a company if it represents to
the public (directly or indirectly)
a product’s benefits as protecting
the environment or mitigating
the environmental, social and ec-
ological causes or effects of cli-
mate change.

Critics have cried foul over this
provision, saying it overly polices
their marketing claims. But com-
panies have an easy defence built
into the statute - that they have
adequately tested their claims.

Is that so hard? If companies
find that burdensome, what does
it say about them - that they had
previously made claims without
any verification, and want to con-
tinue doing so? The second new
provision limits how a company
can make a representation to the
public with respect to the benefits
of a business activity for protect-

ing or restoring the environment
or mitigating the environmental
and ecological causes or effects of
climate change. A company can-
not do so for a claim that is not
based on adequate and proper
substantiation in accordance
with internationally recognized
methodology. Here, again, an
easy defence exists. The defence is
new,but creates alot of protection
as a company need only demon-
strate that it relied on any interna-
tionally recognized methodology
in making a claim.

Companies are using the
amendments as an excuse to back
away from existing unsubstan-
tiated claims and reset their
claims to be accurate, which is a
good thing. While companies are
spending a small fortune on new
disclaimer clauses, qualifying cli-
mate-related claims is good busi-
ness practice. Disclaimers, such as
that the claims are based on best
available science, make sense as
climate science is continuing to
evolve. What is key here is that
consumers need protection from
the plethora of claims regarding
environmental performance so
they are able to make informed
decisions in their purchases.

What also seems lost in the
frenzied concern that companies
will stop making claims that they
will reach net-zero carbon emis-
sions is that all publicly traded
companies already need to report
material climate-related and oth-
er environmental risks and how
they are managing them.

The Competition Act amend-
ments give protections to con-
sumers that investors already
have under securitieslaw and also
creates a baseline of accountabil-
ity in respect of the environmen-
tal claims made by both private
and public companies.

The Competition Bureau, as it
always does, will issue guidance
to companies on the new provi-
sions and is consulting with Cana-
dians as it develops this guidance.
It is in all our interests to have
companies base their environ-
mental claims onreal dataand ac-
cepted methodologies, including
international sustainability ac-
counting standards.

The amendments will help ad-
vance Canada’s goal of financial
sustainability, and by requiring
claims to be accurate, will ensure
that the markets for green and
net-zero products operate to in-
centivize production thatactually
generates these effects.
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Sewing patterns offer a new design for sustainability

Clothing brands sell
digital blueprints that
customers can use

to assemble garments
themselves at home

NICOLE THOMPSON

hen Michelle Larsen
W started her fashion
brand, she planned on

making each item herself, with an
eye to transparency, sustainabili-
ty and fair labour practices.

She held fast to those princi-
ples as her brand evolved over the
years but she recently flipped her
original vision on its head: Many
people are now making one of her
designs.

Ms. Larsen’s line, Fortiv, is one
of a handful of small fashion
brands that have started selling
PDF sewing patterns — blueprints
for cutting and marking fabric
and instructions on how to sew
those pieces into a garment - in
addition to, or instead of, ready-
to-wear clothes.

“Thad this connection a couple
of years ago that it really aligned
with my values to make sewing
patterns because it was giving
other people the possibility to
make things,” she said from Van-
couver. “There’s a layer of accessi-
bility there that I really value.”

Ms. Larsen and her peers see
the sewing pattern model as a
continuation of their “slow fash-
ion” mission - in contrast to fast-
fashion companies such as Zara
and Shein - to reduce their indus-
try’s negative impact on people
and the planet.

But slow fashion is often pricey,
because in addition to reducing
the number of designs released
per season and garments made
per design, a pillar of the model is
paying a fair wage to everyone in-
volved in the process.

“There are many people, in-
cluding myself, honestly, that
can’t afford higher-priced items,”
Ms. Larsensaid. “It feelsreally nice
to be able to say to someone, ‘Hey,

While home sewists may
make mistakes that lead
to inadvertent waste or
make more garments
than they need, the scale
of that waste would pale
in comparison with that
of fast-fashion brands.
LILY SMITH/

ASSOCIATED PRESS

It feels really nice to
be able to say fo
someone, ‘Hey,

if you can't afford
this $240 tulip top
that | make,

you can sew it.’
MICHELLE LARSEN

FASHION DESIGNER,
FOUNDER OF FORTIV

if you can’t afford this $240 tulip
top that I make, you can sew it ”

Ms. Larsen has so far released
only that pattern: a corset-style
sleeveless shirt with lace-up sides
and wide scallops at the hem.

A second pattern, an elastic-
waist skirt with gathered side pan-
els, is entering testing and should
be available to customers soon.

The tulip top PDF is priced at
$22before tax,and it requires only
a metre or so of fabric, which Ms.
Larsen noted is easy to find at a
thrift store for just a few dollars.

The pattern pieces are narrow,
so they fit easily into offcuts for
thosewho already sew. That’s part
of why she designed the shirt that
way.

“I'm constantly aware of my
own usage of resources as 1 go
about my business,” she said.

Butbeyond reducing waste, the
move also makes good business
sense.

Though the number of people
who know how to sew is lower
than the number who need to
wear clothes (a designation that
encompasses nearly everybody),
Ms. Larsen doesn’t see the move
as shrinking her customer base,
since she will continue to sell

made-to-order pieces.

“It’s coming full circle in a way,”
said Leah Barrett, a fashion pro-
fessor at Toronto’s George Brown
College. “I am old enough to re-
member a time when clothing
was made at home.”

Much of the fashion industry’s
environmental impact comes
from overproduction, said Prof.
Barrett, who specializes in sus-
tainability in apparel manufac-
turing.

It’s possible home sewists - a
preferred term for many, given
sewer’s unfortunate homonym -
may make mistakes that lead to
inadvertent waste, or make more
garments than they need. But the
scale of that waste would pale in
comparison with that of fast-fash-
ion brands, which have to guess
how much to produce to satisfy
customers.

“There’s alot of that prediction
of demand that goes wrong and
leaves designers with serious in-
ventory issues,” Prof. Barrett said.
“There’s no way around it.”

Except, perhaps, selling pat-
terns.

Though there’s still prediction
involved - will customers like a
garment enough to buy the pat-

tern and take the time to sew it? -
there isn’t much waste if design-
ers guess wrong.

Prof. Barrett pointed to anoth-
er Canadian clothing company
that’s expanded into the sewing
market: Weyburn, Sask.-based
Cedar & Vine, which s selling 100-
per-cent linen fabric that sewists
can use to make the patterns it re-
cently released.

“A style can fail if it’s not in the
right fabric,” she said, so offering
fabric - or, at the very least, fabric
suggestions - will “minimize fail-
ure,” and therefore waste.

Pivoting to pattern-making
seemed like a good solution to de-
signer Brooke Cannon, who has
long felt torn. She wants to create,
but the world is already overflow-
ing with stuff.

“It’s like a negotiation with my-
self,” she said. “Iwould tell myself,
‘It’s just a small amount and I
would rather people invest in my
brand and my artwork rather
than a fast-fashion brand’ But at
the end of the day;, it’s still partici-
pating in it.”

She and business partner Katie
Beaton decided toshutter theirre-
spective online shops - accesso-
ries line Never Ending Weekend
for Ms. Cannon and cult favourite
slow-fashion line Beaton Linen in
Ms. Beaton’s case - and start
something new together.

Theresultis the B.C.-based Bea-
ton Weekend, which will soon re-
lease patterns of some of Ms. Bea-
ton’s best-loved designs.

Ms. Cannon has spent the past
several months sketching the de-
signs and writing and illustrating
the sewing instructions.

“I'm basically spending all my
time doing very nerdy and not ve-
ry dopamine-driven work,” she
said.

Ultimately, she hopes it will be
worth it.

“The thing about creating pat-
terns is that once they’re made
and they’re out in the world, it’s
passive income. It’s done. You've
created something, and it’s digi-
tal,” she said. “It just kind of takes
care of itself.”
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BoC: Interest-rate swap markets put odds of quarter-point cut this week at about 90%

FROM B1

“But that is not going to get fixed
by keeping rates high, because
we know that a big part of shelter
inflation is actually mortgage in-
terest payments, which are rising
because of the higher interest
rates,” Ms. Nguyen said.

There was a sour note in the
June inflation data. The bank’s
two preferred measures of core
inflation, which strip out the
most volatile price movements,
moved higher on a three-month
basis.

Financial markets shrugged
this off. Interest-rate swap mar-
kets, which capture expectations
about monetary policy, put the
odds of a quarter-point cut on
Wednesday at around 9o per
cent, according to Refinitiv data.
Twenty-two out of 30 economists
polled by Reuters said they ex-
pect a cut this week.

Ultimately, the central bank
isn’t just looking at where infla-
tion is today. It’s trying to figure
out where it will be in six to eight
quarters, and most signposts
point to further easing of price
pressures.

The unemployment rate in
Canada has risen to 6.4 per cent
from a record-low 4.8 per cent
two years ago. Businesses aren’t
laying off workers in large num-
bers, but job creation has failed
to keep pace with rapid popula-
tion growth.
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Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem, pictured in June at a news conference, said last month that it's
‘reasonable’ to expect further rate cuts if price pressures keep easing. JUSTIN TANG/THE CANADIAN PRESS

A looser labour market im-
plies slower wage growth, which
can influence how companies set
prices.

Meanwhile, the pullback in
consumer spending on discre-
tionary goods and services
means that businesses can’t be as
aggressive in raising prices. A
Bank of Canada survey, publish-
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ed last week, found that most
businesses expect sales to be
weak over the next year and that
few are planning large wage or
price increases.

The central bank will publish a
new forecast for inflation and ec-
onomic growth on Wednesday in
its quarterly monetary policy re-
port.

Stuart Davis, a new adviser to Toronto-Dominion Bank's chief risk officer, is the latest in a string of
financial-crime, regulatory and risk experts hired by the bank. SAMMY KOGAN/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

TD: Bank has spent past year increasing bench
strength in anti-money-laundering compliance

FROM B1

Her career has included roles at the Financial
Transactions and Reports Analysis Centre of
Canada (FinTRAC), the Office of the Superin-
tendent of Financial Institutions Canada, the
International Monetary Fund, BMO and

JPMorgan Chase.

TD also hired former U.S. Department of
Homeland Security director Brian Davis as its
head of intelligence, emerging risk and trends

in the US.

In his previous role, he worked in the de-

partment’s cross-border financial crime cen-

tre.

in that role.

The lender also appointed Erin Morrow its
new chief compliance officer. Ms. Morrow,
who was hired by TD in January from New
York-based Citibank, replaces Monica Kowal

Prior to leaving TD at the end of June, Ms.

Kowal was jointly overseeing part of the
bank’s remediation efforts. OSFI had ordered
the lender to repair deficiencies in its regu-

latory compliance management, or RCM, pro-

gram after its own probe.

India’s battery-storage sector hopes to play
major role in country’s energy transition

SIBI ARASU BENGALURU, INDIA

In January, energy giant Reliance Industries
said it will build a 5,000-acre factory in Jamna-

taCoca-Colafactory on the outskirts of

Chennai in southern India a giant bat-

tery powers machinery day and night,

replacing a diesel-spewing generator.
It’s one of a handful of sites in India powered by
electricity stored in batteries, a key component
to fast-tracking India’s energy transition.

The country’s lithium ion battery-storage in-
dustry -which canstore electricity generated by
wind turbines or solar panels for when the sun
isn’t shining or the wind isn’t blowing - makes
up just 0.1 per cent of global battery-storage sys-
tems. But battery storage is growing fast, with
around a third of India’s total battery infrastruc-

ture coming online just this year.

“Our orders are growing exponentially,” said
Ayush Misra, chief executive of Amperehour
Energy, the company thatinstalled the batteries

at the Chennai factory.

India currently has around 100 megawatts of
storage capacity frombatteries, with anothers.3
gigawatts of clean energy storage coming from
hydro power. The Indian government estimates
that the country will need about 74 gigawatts of
energy storage from batteries, hydropower and
nuclear energy by 2032, but experts think India
actually needs closer to double that amount.

Some customers are still wary of using bat-
tery technology for storage, and the storage sys-
tems can be seen as more expensive than coal.
The supply chain of batteries is also concentrat-
ed in China, meaning the sector is vulnerable to

geopolitical volatility.

But markets don’t think customers will be
hesitant about batteries for long, with major In-
dian businesses announcing significant invest-

ments in the industry.

gar, Gujarat. And in March, Goodenough Energy
saiditwill spend US$53-million by 2027 toset up
a 20-million-kilowatt-hour battery factory in
the northern region of Jammu and Kashmir.

Alexander Hogeveen Rutter, an independent
energy analyst based in Bengaluru, said upping
storage capacity should be done alongside
ramping up renewables.

“Clean energy combined with adequate stor-
age can be an alternative to coal. Not in the fu-
ture but right now,” he said. He said it’s a “myth”
that clean energy is more expensive than coal,
as current prices of renewable energy combined
with storage are cheaper than new coal.

One of India’s unique challenges is that ener-

gy needs are growing more rapidly than most

countries: The population is increasing and ex-
treme heat fuelled by climate change means
more and more people are using energy-guz-

zling air conditioning. India’s electricity de-

mand grew by 7 per cent last year and is expect-
ed to grow by at least 6 per cent every year for
the next three years, according to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency.

To encourage further growth of the battery
sector, the Indian government announced last
year a US$452-million scheme to support an ad-
ditional four gigawatts of battery storage by
2031. But the government also provides subsi-
dies for coal plants, making that electricity a
cheaper bet for some utility companies.

Future government policy could level the
playing field. The country is set to announce a

new national budget later in July that industry

energy storage.

leaders hope will contain incentives for clean

ASSOCIATED PRESS

“The economy is now operat-
ing with visible disinflationary
economic slack, as evidenced by
labour market softness and an
extended run of mediocre
growth that has trailed the
Bank’s estimate of the economy’s
non-inflationary potential,“ Av-
ery Shenfeld, chief economist at
Canadian Imperial Bank of Com-

merce, wrote in a note to clients.
“Current interest rates would be a
hurdle towards any improve-
ment, with the Bank likely to
again mention mortgage renew-
als as a drag ahead.”

Another rate cut would be
good news for homeowners with
variable-rate mortgages, which
track changes in the central
bank’s policy rate.

It might not, however, have a
big impact on interest rates for
fixed-rate mortgages. These are
determined by bond yields. And
bond markets have already ad-
justed in expectation of moneta-
ry-policy changes, Robert Hogue,
assistant chief economist at Roy-
al Bank of Canada, said in an in-
terview.

“It’s going to take a little while
longer for interest-rate cuts really
to have an impact on the [hous-
ing] market via a broader drop in
rates, and not just for variable
rates.”

Real estate markets in some
Canadian cities perked up after
the rate cut in June. But there
hasn’t been a flood of sales or
surge in prices, as many would-
be buyers remain sidelined by
prohibitively high mortgage
rates.

“I would not expect the mar-
ket to take off either after a rate
cut [this] week,” Mr. Hogue said.
“I think it’s going to take a while
for confidence to build, and also
for cuts to make a difference.”

Revolt: D&D denies request to
replace board director, says issue
relates to ‘personal grievance’

FROM B1

Tyler Proud did not respond to an
interview request.

At issue is an attempt by Tyler
Proud to replace his nominee to
the board, Edward Prittie, a direc-
tor since the initial public offer-
ing, with hedge fund manager Er-
ic Shahinian, at a coming share-
holder meeting. The meeting has
been postponed from its original
date of Aug. 20 because of the liti-
gation, which is scheduled to be
heard later that month. The court
has also restricted D&D from tak-
ing defensive measures such as is-
suing stock or entering into trans-
actions that could affect the
meeting’s outcome.

Under an investor-rights agree-
ment between the brothers’ per-
sonal investment holding com-
panies and D&D, OneMove is en-
titled to nominate a director - not
Tyler Proud - at shareholder
meetings as long as it owns 5 per
cent of the stock. OneMove,
which has an 8.4-per-cent stake,
does not have the unilateral right
to remove its nominee from the
board.

D&D agreed to put forward Mr.
Shahinian’s name as a nominee
to shareholders. But it refused to
include a proposal by OneMove
to also vote Mr. Prittie off, calling
itinvalid and related to “a person-
al grievance.” OneMove disagreed
the move is personal, accused
D&D of disenfranchising it and
sued this month.

The Aug. 20 meeting was
prompted by a challenge from an-
other dissident. In March, D&D re-
vealed New York activist hedge
fund Engine Capital LP, which
owns 6.6 per cent of the stock,
had requisitioned a meeting for
investors to vote on removing
three other directors - Brian
Derksen, current chair Colleen
Moorehead and Leslie O’Donogh-
ue - and replace them with three
of its own nominees. Ms. O’Do-
noghue resigned this month.

Engine accused D&D of chronic
underperformance and missteps,
including overpaying for acquisi-
tions, issuing stock at lower prices
than it had previously paid to buy
back stock and mismanaging a re-
financing. D&D has pushed back,
saying Engine doesn’t under-
stand its business, and threat-
ened to sue. D&D has received no-
tice from a second activist, Ire-
land’s Blacksheep Fund Manage-
ment, that it will nominate its
chief investment officer, Alexis
Fortune, to join its board.

In his affidavit, Tyler Proud, a
Bahamas resident, said he had
similar concerns about D&D and
had lost confidence in Mr. Prittie -
a friend who owns a neighbour-
ing cottage - to drive change at
the board. He delivered that
message to Mr. Prittie several
times last fall and winter, includ-
ing in person while staying as the
director’s guest in Switzerland for
a ski trip in February, repeatedly
pressing him to resign. Mr. Prittie
refused, and in early March,
D&D’s litigation lawyer accused
OneMove of making threats and
engaging in conduct contrary to
its investor agreement obliga-
tions.

If the court rules in favour of
D&D, that would keep Mr. Prittie
in place, and five nominees nomi-
nated by dissidents would contest
three board spots, leaving at least
four incumbents in control (as-
suming D&D appoints a friendly
replacement for Ms. O’'Donoghue
beforehand).

But a ruling in favour of One-
Move would be a blow to incum-
bent directors including Matthew
Proud. It would put Mr. Prittie’s
directorship in play, and if share-
holders vote him off, up to four
dissident-backed outsiders could
join the board, upending the
power balance.

D&D has created a lot of drama
in its brief life as a public compa-
ny. Its penchant for buying legal
software companies with dom-
inant competitive positions and
then sharply hiking prices has
outraged many clients and
prompted complaints to the
Competition Bureau and an at-
tempted class-action lawsuit.

At issue is an attempt
by Tyler Proud
to replace his nominee
to the board, Edward
Prittie, a director since
the initial public
offering, with hedge
fund manager Eric
Shahinian, at a coming
shareholder meeting.
The meeting has been
postponed from
its original date
of Aug. 20 because
of the litigation.

An attempted multibillion-dol-
lar takeover of an Australian com-
pany failed, and Britain’s compe-
tition regulator forced it to divest
another acquisition. In spring
2021, Matt Proud tried to lead a
management buyout, abandon-
ing the effort as the board granted
him options valued at $99-mil-
lion. Shareholders approved that
pay package in late 2021 but voted
down a resolution to grant op-
tions to the company’s directors.

More recently, investors have
been troubled by D&D’s high
debt. D&D has taken steps to
lighten its financial load by cut-
ting capital and operating costs,
launching a strategic review of
non-core assets and, in April,
completing a debt refinancing
that cut annual interest costs by
$20-million. D&D has shed 100 of
1,300 jobs in the past seven weeks.
Chief revenue officer Aaron Ei-
chenlaub and chief product offi-
cer David Nash are among recent
exits.

But its stock has languished. At
its peak in 2021, D&D shares trad-
ed above $50 and it had a market
capitalization of $3.5-billion-plus.
Its stock closed Thursday at
$13.03, leaving D&D valued at
$880-million. On Friday, D&D re-
leased preliminary fourth-quar-
ter data including slightly better-
than-expected revenue of $120-
million, up 15 per cent year over
year.
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How to teach lessons from spending mistakes

When your child buys
something they later
regret, they will be
feeling the emotional
pain that comes with it

ANITA BRUINSMA

W oriNiON

Toronto-based financial coach and a
parent of two teenage boys. You can
find her at Clarity Personal Finance.

S parents, we want to pro-
Atect our kids from making

mistakes. But mistakes are
an effective way to learn life’s
most important lessons and
financial mistakes are no differ-
ent.

How do you let your teenager
make manageable mistakes?
Well, it means letting them de-
cide how to spend their money,
even if you don’t agree with their
choices.

Of course, the degree of mis-
takes we let our kids make has to
be age-appropriate. Little kids
can make little mistakes and big
kids can make big mistakes. We
can guide our kids through the
ages and stages of making mis-
takes, increasing the stakes slow-
ly so that by the time they are
teenagers, they will have had lots
of practice and be better at mak-
ing good decisions.

Your child’s relationship with
money starts at a young age.
When they are little and they get
money for their birthday, you

From birthday money to earning from jobs, your child’s relationship with finance starts at a young age,
teaching them about buyer’s remorse can help them make better spending choices. FATCAMERA/GETTY IMAGES

have control over it. You can
take some of it and tuck it away
in savings and tell them how
much they have to spend.

At age six this is appropriate:
give them $5 to S20 to spend on
whatever they want. You might
not like their choice and you
might foresee the tears of regret
that are to come, but you need to
let it happen.

You can increase the amount
of whatever-you-want money as
they get older. It might go up to
$30 and then $40. The more
money they spend on something

they regret, the greater the
buyer’s remorse and the more
impactful the lesson. As the par-
ent, it will also get harder to keep
your opinions to yourself so
you'll need some fortitude.

‘When your kids get to be teen-
agers, this approach doesn’t
work any more - nor should it.
They are gaining independence
and don’t want to be microman-
aged. When a 14-year-old gets
money as a gift or earns money,
they won’t be okay with you tak-
ing it.

And once your kids start earn-

Ottawa’s disability benefit risks
helping provincial coffers more
than low-income Canadians: critics

ERICA ALINI

The issue, he said, is that the federal govern-
ment is proposing to deliver the financial aid as

Ottawa’s new benefit for people with disabili-
ties risks becoming an indirect financial trans-
fer to many of the country’s provinces and terri-
tories if more jurisdictions don’t take steps to
avoid automatic clawbacks of social-assistance
payments that will be triggered by the federal

income support, experts warn.

The Canada Disability Benefit, or CDB, will
provide up to $2,400 a year - or $200 a month -
to eligible low-income beneficiaries, the federal
government announced in its April budget. The
amount was far below what many people with ty.
disabilities and their advocates had expected
from a program the Trudeau government had
promised would lift hundreds of thousands of
vulnerable Canadians out of poverty.

But recipients of the new income support
wholive on social assistance will stand to see lit-
tle or no financial benefit at all without amend-
ments to provincial and territorial regulations
that currently would trigger a reduction of their
welfare incomes for every dollar they receive
from Ottawa, experts say. Without those chang-
es, the federal funds would simply translate into
lower spending on social assistance, padding
regional government coffers rather than help-

ing those with disabilities.

While the CDB would deliver only a modest
financial boost for eligible welfare recipients,
clawbacks could save the provinces up to hun-
dreds of millions dollars a year, according to
Alexi White, director of systems change at May-

tree, an anti-poverty think tank.

“This is not a rounding error for provinces -
particularly larger provinces and even for

smaller provinces,” he said.

So far, only four jurisdictions - Manitoba,
Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and
Nunavut - have publicly committed to avoid re-
ducing social assistance for recipients who will
also get the federal benefit. Disability and anti-
poverty advocates hope the other provinces

and territories will follow suit.

“It would be a pretty sad failure in executive
federalism if premiers and senior cabinet min-
isters wouldn’t be able to agree on that for one
of the most vulnerable groups in the country fi-
nancially,” said Michael Prince, a professor of
social policy at the University of Victoria.

But many provincial and territorial govern-
ments have so far kept mum about how they’ll
handle the new federal payments, even after Ot-
tawa recently released draft regulations for the
CDB that provided much-needed insight into its

design, Mr. White said.

reductions.

calculated.

the low figure.

a benefit rather than as a refundable tax credit,
which would have likely avoided the problem.

But, Mr. White added, there’s a relatively
straightforward fix that provinces and territo-
ries could implement, and in short order:
amendments to their own regulations that
would exempt the CDB from the automatic

Sheltering the CDB from welfare clawbacks
would ensure the new benefit delivers at least
some financial relief for many working-age Can-
adians with disabilities who live in deep pover-

While Canada’s official poverty line varies
across jurisdictions, social assistance for people
with disabilities falls short of that threshold by
an average of around 40 per cent, accordingtoa
study by the Parliamentary Budget Office. To
close the largest gap, Ottawa would have had to
deliver more than $14,000 a year to eligible ben-
eficiaries through the CDB as of 2024, the PBO

The announcement in the latest federal bud-
get that Ottawa was contemplating a benefit
that would provide just $2,400 a year left many
aghast, including Prof. Prince, who resigned
from a federal advisory group on disability over

Critics have also lambasted the Trudeau gov-
ernment for tying eligibility for the CDB to the
Disability Tax Credit, or DTC, which has noto-
riously been difficult or impossible to access for
many Canadians with disabilities.

Around 1.1 million people with disabilities

aged 15 and older lived below the poverty line in
the country in 2022, according to data from Sta-

tistics Canada. But just 600,000 are expected to

ly promised.

beeligible for the CDB, according to federal bud-
get figures. And last month, Ottawa released
new estimates showing it expects the program
willlift only around 25,000 adults out of poverty
—farshort of what the government had original-

Only some people who receive social assist-

ance for disabilities have successfully applied
for the DTC and will be able to receive the CDB,
Mr. White said, adding that it’s proven hard to
estimate the precise overlap between those wel-
fare programs and the new federal support.

Prof. Prince argues the focus of Ottawa’s dis-
cussions with the provinces should broaden
from the issue of clawbacks to allowing anyone
who qualifies for social assistance because of
disabilities to also access the CDB.

“That would have sent a way better message

to Canadians with disabilities,” he said.

ing money by working, it won’t
even make it to within arm’s re-
ach of your control. This is when
you'll start to see the effective-
ness of the lessons they've
learned.

But just how big of a mistake
should we let our 16-year-old
make? A $100 one? A $200 one?
It’s true that the stakes are high-
er, but they are still not devas-
tating. And, yes, we should let it
happen.

A common teenage mistake -
one that I've witnessed first hand
- is buying a gift for a boyfriend

or girlfriend only to break up
shortly after the gift is given.
Ouch. But the next time your
teenager is thinking of buying an
expensive gift, they’re more like-
ly to stop and consider whether
to spend all that money.

Older teens who are working
and are supposed to be saving
for college or university are even
more independent. They proba-
bly have a lot of money in their
bank account.

At this stage, your ability to
control how they save and spend
is pretty much zero. But if you've
allowed them to manage their
own spending from a young age,
you should have nothing to
worry about.

They will have learned the
hard lessons of buyer’s remorse,
and have the ability to see the
benefits of delayed gratification
as they save for the school year
ahead.

No matter how old they are,
offering some support and ad-
vice is always appropriate. When
your child buys something they
later regret, they will be feeling
the emotional pain that comes
with it.

Once the initial pain has
passed and they are in a better
place to talk about it, you can
delicately step in and reinforce
the lesson. Let them know that
everyone has  experienced
buyer’s remorse at one time or
another and that even though
they made the wrong choice,
they can learn from it, let it go,
and start rebuilding their sav-
ings.

It’s a money lesson they won’t
forget.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Earnings include: Cleveland-
Cliffs Inc., Verizon Communi-
cations Inc., Nucor Corp.

TUESDAY

Euro area consumer confi-
dence

8:30 am. ET: Canada new
housing price index for June

10 am. ET: U.S. existing
home sales for June
Earnings include: Canadian
National Railway Co., Alphabet
Inc., Tesla Inc., Visa Inc., Coca-
Cola Co., Texas Instruments
Inc., Danaher Corp., General
Electric Co., Philip Morris In-
ternational Inc., Comcast Corp.,
United Parcel Service Inc., Lock-
head Martin Corp., Sherwin-
Williams Co., Moody’s Corp.,
Freeport-McMoRan Inc., Spotify
Technology SA, Capital One
Financial Corp., General Motors
Co., Kimberly-Clark Corp., MSCI
Inc., PulteGroup Inc., KB Fi-
nancial Group Inc., Mattel Inc.

WEDNESDAY

Japan manufacturing PMI
Euro area manufacturing
PML Germany consumer confi-

dence

8:30 am. ET: U.S. goods
trade deficit.

8:30 a.m. ET: U.S. wholesale
and retail inventories for June.

9:45 a.m. ET: S&P Global
PMIs

10 am. ET: U.S. new home
sales for June.

9:45 a.m. ET: Bank of Cana-
da policy announcement and
monetary policy report. Press
conference at 10:30 a.m.
Earnings include: A&W Reve-
nue Royalties, Aecon Group
Inc., Athabasca Oil Corp., Celes-
tica Inc., Methanex Corp., Rog-
ers Communications Inc., Sun-
cor Energy Inc., Teck Resources
Ltd., Tilray Brands Inc., West
Fraser Timber Co. Ltd., White-
cap Resources Inc., Internation-
al Business Machines Corp.,
AT&T Inc., Boston Scientific
Corp., Waste Management Inc.,
General Dynamics Corp., Chi-
potle Mexican Grill Inc., CME
Group Inc., Ford Motor Co.,

Newmont Corp., Las Vegas
Sands Corp., KBR Inc., Thermo
Fisher Scientific Inc., Whirlpool
Corp.

THURSDAY

Germany and France busi-
ness confidence

8:30 am. ET: Canada payroll
survey and job vacancy rate for
May

9:30 a.m. ET: U.S. initial
jobless claims.

8:30 am. ET: U.S. real GDP
for the second quarter. Consen-
sus is for expansion of 1.9 per
cent annualized.

8:30 a.m. ET: U.S. durable
goods orders for June. Consen-
sus is for a rise of 0.4 per cent.
Earnings include: Bombardier
Inc., Baytex Energy Corp., Can-
for Corp., Cenovus Energy Inc.,
Eldorado Gold Corp., Loblaw
Companies Ltd., MEG Energy
Corp., Mullen Group Ltd., Astra-
Zeneca PLC, Union Pacific
Corp., Unilever PLC, Honeywell
International Inc., British Amer-
ican Tobacco PLC, Northrop
Grumman Corp., Norfolk South-
ern Corp., Valero Energy Corp.,
Vale SA, Weyerhaeuser Co.,
Southwest Airlines Co., Lear
Corp., American Airlines Group
Inc.

FRIDAY

China industrial profits.
Japan CPI

European Central bank
three-year CPI expectations.
France and Italy consumer
confidence

Canadian budget balance

8:30 a.m. ET: U.S. personal
spending and income.

8:30 a.m. ET: U.S. core PCE
price index for June. Consensus
is for a monthly rise of 0.2 per
cent, or 2.6 per cent from a
year ago. In May it rose 0.1 per
cent.

10 am. ET: U.S. University of
Michigan consumer sentiment.
Earnings include: Canfor Pulp
Products Inc., George Weston
Ltd., Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.,
Southern Copper Corp., Colgate-
Palmolive Co., 3M Co., Royal
Caribbean Cruises Ltd.

MEETING DATES

DATA SUPPLIED BY ISSUING COMPANIES THROUGH THE SERVICE OF CDS CLEARING AND DEPOSITORY SERVICES INC.
* = CHANGE IN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED INFORMATION % = CANCELLED MEETING; @ = ADJOURNED MEETING; A = ANNUAL; S = SPECIAL

RECORD MEETING TYPE
DATE  DATE

RECORD MEETING TYPE
DATE  DATE

RECORD MEETING TYPE
DATE  DATE

; G = GENERAL; X = EXTRA; E = EXTRAORDINARY

RECORD MEETING TYPE
DATE  DATE

RECORD MEETING TYPE
DATE  DATE

Abaxx Technologies Inc.
AbraSilver Resource Corp.
Acasti Pharma Inc.
Algoma Steel Group Inc.
Altima Resources Ltd
Arrow Exploration Corp.

Jul29 Sep12 AGS
Aug 01 Sepl8 AS
Aug 06 Sep 30 AGS
Aug06 Sep24 A

Jul05 Aug26 AG
Aug 06 Sep 25 AGS

Awale Resources Limited Aug 06 Sep 10 AGS
Cross River Ventures Corp. Augl4 Sepl8 AG
CMC Metals Ltd. Aug13 Sep25 AG

Deveron Corp. Aug16 Oct04 AS

Diamond Estates Wines & Spirit Aug 07 Sep 26 AGS
Doseology Sciences Inc. Aug 07 Sepl2 AG
Elcora Advanced Materials Corp %Jun12 Aug09 S
FendX Technologies Inc. Aug06 Sepll AG
Fidelity Minerals Corp. Aug 02 Sep12 AGS

Flow Metals Corp. Aug09 Sep24 AG
Galore Resources Inc. Aug 01 Sep 05 AGS
Go Metals Corp. Aug09 Sep24 AG

Greenway Greenhouse Cannabis Aug 09 Sep18 AS
Hydaway Ventures Corp. Aug 07 Sepl2 AG

Hydreight Technologies Inc.
Hypercharge Networks Corp.
IberAmerican Lithium Corp.
Impact Development Group Inc.
Interra Copper Corp.

Lifeist Wellness Inc.

Lions Bay Capital Inc.

Max Power Mining Corp.
Medexus Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Metalore Resources Limited

Aug 06 Sep27 AG
Aug13 Sep17 AGS
*Aug 08 Sep 26 AGS
*Jul15 Aug 20 AGS
Aug 09 Sep20 AG
Jul19 Sep 05 AGS
Aug08 Sepl2 AG
“Jull6 Sepl3 AGS
Aug06 Sepl9 AG
Aug22 Sep28 AG

Miza Ill Ventures Inc.
Mogotes Metals Inc.

Olive Resource Capital Inc.
Pan Global Resources Inc.
Parvis Invest Inc.
Powerband Solutions Inc.
Prime Drink Group Corp.
Prosper Gold Corp.
ProStar Holdings Inc.
Quebec Nickel Corp.

Aug 08 Sep12 AGS
Aug 07 Sep 1l AGS
Aug 09 Sep 25 AGS
Aug12 Sep19 AGS
Aug09 Sep24 AG
Aug12 Sep18 AGS
“Jul 26 Aug 30 AGS
Aug06 Sepl2 AG
Aug12 Sepl7 AG
Aug08 Sepl2 AG

“Jull7 Aug26 AG
*Jull6 Aug30 S
Aug12 Sep 26 AGS
%Jul12 Aug2l AS
Aug 08 Sep12 AGS
Aug 07 Sep 06 AGS
Aug09 Sep13 AG
Aug12 Sepl9 AG

Rapid Dose Therapeutics Corp.
Sprout Al Inc.

Taranis Resources Inc.
Tornado Global Hydrovacs Ltd.
Trail Blazer Capital Corp.
Trillium Acquisition Corp.
Verses Al Inc.

Vertical Exploration Inc.
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Al and climate change make cooling hot

The cooling needs

for data centres

are extraordinary,
giving rise to electrical
power utilities

SCOTT
BARLOW

Il oriNION

he artificial intelligence in-
T vestment frenzy has sent

chip maker Nvidia Corp.
higher by about 140 per cent so
far this year. Electrical power
utilities arose as an Al peripheral
play resulting from the expected

rapid expansion in Al-support-

ing data centres. The normally
stodgy S&P soo Utilities Index
climbed 17.5 per cent between
the end of February and May 21
this year despite bond yields
climbing for the bulk of the peri-
od.

BofA Securities analyst An-
drew Obin believes he’s found
another promising play on Al
one that also benefits from de-
carbonization and the U.S. pop-
ulation migration to southern
states such as South Carolina,
Florida and Texas: refrigeration
and air conditioning. BofA ex-
pects that the Al infrastructure
market, which includes electrical
power and heating and cooling,
will show a 16-per-cent com-
pound annual growth rate to at

BofA expects that the Al
infrastructure market,
which includes electrical
power and heating and
cooling, will show a
16-per-cent compound
annual growth rate to

at least 2026.

least 2026.

The cooling needs for data
centres are extraordinary. In a
June research report, Mr. Obin
wrote “The next generation of Al
chips run so hot that traditional
air cooling is insufficient ... An
incremental one megawatt of
electricity for IT loads would re-
quire about 285 tons of cooling,
or similar to the requirements of
a 115,000 square foot commercial
building.”

Mr. Obin’s top picks to benefit
from the AI theme are Vertiv
Holdings LLC and Eaton Corp.
Vertiv is almost a pure play on
data centres, generating 75 per
cent of its sales from related
products and services. In late
2023, Vertiv acquired CoolTera
Ltd., a provider of liquid cooling

A Boeing 737 Max jet is seen at the company’s facility in Renton, Wash., in June. A cabin panel that blew off mid-air in January on a similar
plane prompted a slowdown in production as well as heightened regulatory and legal scrutiny. JENNIFER BUCHANAN/AP

Boeing sees improvements at 737 Max factory
after safety crisis slowed down production

LONDON

Boeing Co. is seeing a significant improve-
ment in production flow at its 737 Max fac-
tory, its new commercial planes chief said
on Sunday, as the U.S. plane maker battles
to overcome a safety crisis.

Speaking to reporters in London ahead
of this week’s Farnborough Airshow, Ste-
phanie Pope said the changes Boeing was
making to the Seattle-area factory were sig-
nificant.

“This isn’t minor change. This is trans-
formational change,” she said in her first
remarks to media since being appointed
earlier this year.

“We are a stable company,” she added

Boeing is mired in crisis after a cabin
panel on a 737 Max g jets blew off mid-airin
January, prompting a slowdown in produc-
tion of its top-selling plane as well as
heightened regulatory and legal scrutiny.

Boeing has also agreed to plead guilty to
a criminal fraud conspiracy charge over a
probe related to two earlier fatal 737 Max

crashes, the Justice Department has said in
court filings. Ms. Pope declined to com-
ment on a plea deal.

The company is seeing a “significant im-
provement in the flow of our 737 factory,”
Ms. Pope said, while acknowledging that
Boeing has disappointed airline custom-
ers.

She said Boeing would need to be more
predictable on deliveries after production
slumped.

The Federal Aviation Administration in
January took the unprecedented step of
barring Boeing from increasing production
beyond 38 Max planes a month until it is
satisfied with the plane maker’s quality
and manufacturing improvements.

“This isn’t about safety and quality ver-
susschedule,” Ms. Pope said. “These are not
competing priorities.”

Speaking at the same event, the head of
Boeing’s defence and space division sig-
nalled that unit was having a tough quarter.

“We had a good start to the year, but this
quarter you'll see to be significantly chal-
lenged,” Ted Colbert said.

“It'lllook like it looked in the third quar-
ter of last year as we go through some more
challenges on the fixed price development
programs,” he said.

Ms. Pope became chief executive of Boe-
ing’s commercial division as part of a
broader management shakeup that will
see CEO David Calhoun stepping down by
year’s end.

Ms. Pope has been cited as a possible
contender to take the reins of Boeing, al-
though the company is facing calls from
airlines and some industry officials to
choose a leader with an engineering back-
ground which she lacks. Ms. Pope said she
was focused on her current role “24/7.”

She reiterated that the company expects
to bring Max production back to a rate of
around 38 a month by the end of 2024.

Ms. Pope also said the plane maker had
settled on a design to address an engine an-
ti-ice system that has significantly delayed
certification of the 737 Max 7, and suggest-
ed a fix could be completed by next year.

REUTERS

ExxonMobil aims to transfer operations of assets for
two Malaysian production-sharing contracts to Petronas

SINGAPORE

ExxonMobil Corp. intends to transfer the
operations of all assets of two production-
sharing contracts in Malaysia to state ener-
gy company Petronas, ExxonMobil said on
Saturday.

Reuters had reported on Friday that Ex-
xonMobil had agreed to sell its Malaysian
oil and gas assets to Petronas, citing two
people with direct knowledge of the mat-
ter.

“This is not a sale and there will be no
changes to EMEPMI’s working interest in
the Production Sharing Contracts,” Exxon-
Mobil Exploration and Production Malay-
sia Inc., or EMEPMI, said in a statement to
Reuters. “This does not impact our other
businesses in Malaysia - we remain com-
mitted to conducting business here as we
have for more than 130 years,” it added.

In a separate statement earlier Saturday,
Petronas said Petronas Carigali Sdn Bhd is
engaged in discussions with EMEPMI re-
garding the transfer of operations for two
production-sharing contracts located off-
shore Peninsular Malaysia.

“The discussions are subject to further
agreements between both parties,” it said
in response to a Reuters query. “Petronas
Carigali remains committed to safe oper-
ations, as well as maintaining reliable and
uninterrupted energy supply for our

The ExxonMobil oil refinery in Port-Jerome-sur-Seine, France, is seen in 2023. According to
media reports, the oil and gas company has been trying to sell its aging Malaysian upstream

assets since 2020. PASCAL ROSSIGNOL/REUTERS

customers throughout the process.”
Malaysian media have reported that Ex-
xonMobil has been trying to sell its aging
upstream assets in the country since 2020.
Under the transfer plan, Petronas was
taking over operations of ExxonMobil as-
sets including the Tapis oil field in Tereng-
ganu, which began production in 1978,

Reuters reported on Friday, citing three
people.

ExxonMobil staff would be transferred
to Petronas as part of the deal, one of them
said. The terms of the deal were not imme-
diately known.

REUTERS

solutions for new generation
semi-conductors. The company
also partnered with Nvidia to en-
ter the U.S. Department of ener-
gy’s COOLERCHIPS research pro-
gram. Eaton Corp. is a more di-
versified company, generating
only 14 per cent of revenue from
data centres.

In a perfect world, I could re-
port that few investors have dis-
covered Vertiv and Eaton as ben-
eficiaries of the AI investment
theme, but that is not the case.
Vertiv is up 230.7 per cent in the
past 12 months and Eaton is up
58.7 per cent. Still, Eaton is trad-
ing at a still-maybe-reasonable
30.3 times earnings and Vertiv is
in similar territory at 34.8, which
could prove reasonable if growth
continues.

JAPAN'S NIPPON STEEL
HIRES MIKE POMPEO TO
ADVISE ON U.S. DEAL

TOKYO Japan’s biggest steel-
maker, Nippon Steel Corp., has
hired former U.S. secretary of
state Mike Pompeo to help with
its effort to acquire U.S. Steel,
the Japanese company said on
Saturday.

“We look forward to working
alongside him to further empha-
size the ways in which Nippon
Steel’s acquisition of U.S. Steel
bolsters the country’s economic
and national security,” Nippon
Steel said in a statement to
Reuters.

Japan’s Kyodo news agency
and Bloomberg, which first
reported the appointment, said
Mr. Pompeo had been hired as
an adviser.

Nippon Steel said in its state-
ment that Mr. Pompeo had not
been given a specific job title
within the company.

The world’s No. 4 steelmaker
added that Mr. Pompeo, who
served as secretary of state
during Donald Trump’s presi-
dency, was a well-respected
figure among both Democrats
and Republicans.

The steelmaker issued its
statement during the U.S. night.
Although both steelmakers

have received all regulatory
approvals outside of the United
States for their proposed
US$14.9-billion merger, they face
political opposition and regu-
latory scrutiny from within the
United States.

Nippon Steel also faces ob-
jections from the powerful
United Steelworkers (USW)
union, which fears the deal
could lead to job losses. The
Japanese company has pledged
to honour agreements between
U.S. Steel and USW, while of-
fering some other commitments
as well.

Both Republican nominee Mr.
Trump and President Joe Biden
have said they would block the
deal. REUTERS

AIRBUS SEEKS WAYS TO
CREATE SCALE IN SPACE,
SATELLITES MARKETS

LONDON Airbus SE is looking at
opportunities to create scale in
defence, space and particularly
satellites markets, chief exec-
utive Guillaume Faury said on
Sunday.

Airbus and France’s Thales
are exploring a tie-up of some
space activities as new competi-
tion disrupts the sector, two
industry sources said last week.

The sources said preliminary
talks, first reported by La Tri-
bune, were focusing on the
companies’ overlapping satellite
activities.

“We are looking at opportuni-
ties to create scale, and that’s
true in defence, that’s true in
space, and in particular on
satellites,” Mr. Faury said, ahead
of this week’s Farnborough
Airshow. “We would be happy to
find ways to create scale in the
space environment in Europe in
general.”

Airbus and Thales Alenia
Space, in which Italy’s Leonardo
holds a 33-per-cent stake, are
Europe’s largest makers of satel-
lites for telecommunications,
navigation and surveillance.

Demand for their geostation-
ary satellites is increasingly
under pressure as traditional
manufacturers face competition
from massive constellations of
expendable satellites in low
Earth orbit, like the Starlink
network of Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

Airbus last month took a
€900-million ($1.34-billion)
charge on its struggling space
services business, on top of
€500-million ($747-million) last
year. REUTERS
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Herta avoids wreckage

Pogacar wins final stage

to win wild IndyCar race | to secure Tour de France,

in Toronto = s1o

Giro d’Italia double

B12

Xander Schauffele hoists the claret jug after the final round of the British Open on Sunday in Troon, Scotland.
The San Diego native’s victory gives the United States a sweep of the PGA Tour's four majors for the first time since 1982. ANDREW COULDRIDGE/REUTERS

Schautfele collects second major
of the year at the British Open

American upholds calm demeanour to finish at six-under 65 and add the claret jug to his trophy collection

DOUG FERGUSON TROON, SCOTLAND

Xander Schauffele went from the
most nerve-racking putt of his career
to the coolest walk toward an 18th
green he ever imagined.

He won a nail-biter at the PGA
Championship in May. He delivered a
masterpiece Sunday in the British
Open. Two different finishes, two dif-
ferent feelings.

One more conclusion.

Schauffele has more than enough
game and all the confidence in the
world to win the biggest champion-
ships. Questioned at the start of the
season whether he could win a major,
he now has two of them.

Schauffele closed with a six-under
65 with a final round that ranks
among the most memorable in British
Open history, particularly the 31 on
the back nine. It matched the best
score of the week at Royal Troon with
nothing less than the claret jug riding
on the outcome.

He played bogey-free in a daunting
wind and turned a two-shot deficit in-
to a two-shot victory for his second
major of the year.

It also gave the Americans a sweep
of the four majors for the first time
since 1982.

“It’s a dream come true to win two
majors in one year,” he said. “It took
me forever just to win one, and to have
two now is something else.”

He won the PGA
Championship at Val-
halla by making a
six-foot birdie putt on
the final hole for a 65. In
a final round set up for

I think winning the
first one helped me

Kaiser sand told he had felt calm
down the decisive back nine.

“He said he was about to puke,”
Schauffele said.

In the go-year history of four ma-
jors, Schauffele became the first play-
er to win two majors in one season
with a final-round 6s.
Jack Nicklaus is the only
other player to do thatin
his career.

And he never looked
more calm, oozing that

high drama at Royal @ lot today on the  ¢ool California vibe even
Troon - six players one back nine. as the wind presented so
shot behind, nine much trouble at Royal
players separated by XANDER SCHAUFFELE Troon.

three shots - Schauffele PROFESSIONAL GOLFER Schauffele pulled

made a tense Sunday
look like a nice walk along the Irish
Sea.

“I think winning the first one
helped me a lot today on the back
nine,” he said. “I had some feeling of
calmness come through. It was very
helpful on what has been one of the
hardest back nines I've ever played in
a tournament.”

It sure didn’t show. Standing on the
18th tee, Schauffele said he turned to
caddy and long-time friend Austin

away with three birdies
in a four-hole stretch early on the back
nine to go from two shots behind to
leading by as many as three.

He won by two shots over Ameri-
can Billy Horschel and Justin Rose, the
43-year-old from England who had to
go through 36-hole qualifying just to
get into the field. They were among
four players who had at least a share of
the lead at one point Sunday.

They just couldn’t keep up with
Schauffele. No one could.

“He has a lot of horsepower,” Rose
said. “He’s good with a wedge, he’s
great with a putter, he hits the ball a
long way, obviously his iron play is
strong. So he’s got a lot of weapons out
there. I think probably one of his most
unappreciated ones is his mentality.
He’s such a calm guy out there.

“Idon’t know what he’s feeling, but
he certainly makes it look very easy.”

Even with so many players in con-
tention early, the engraver was able to
get to work early on those 16 letters
across the base of the silver claret jug.

Schauffele kept staring at golf’s ol-
dest trophy in his news conference,
looking forward to gazing at it in pri-
vate, wondering what kind of drink to
pour from it. He said he’d leave that
up to his father, Stefan, who missed
his son’s first major title and was blub-
bering on the phone with him.

Where that final round ranks -
Henrik Stenson shot 63 when he won
his duel with Phil Mickelson at Royal
Troon in 2016 - Schauffele left no
doubt where it stood in his own ca-
reer.

“At the very tip-top,” Schauffele
said. “Best round I've played.”

GOLF, B14

Springer’s offence helps Blue Jays stave off sweep by Tigers

TIM WHARNSBY

In what has been a down-in-the-
dumps season for the Toronto
Blue Jays, George Springer has
lifted the spirits of his teammates
and manager in the past month.

Springer played the hero role
again on Sunday, going 3-for-4,
slamming two homers and three
runs batted in to push the Blue
Jays (45-54) to a 5-4 win and avoid
a sweep against the Detroit Tigers
(49-51) before 38,766 at Rogers
Centre.

“You want to watch when Ge-
orge is up because you never
know what you're going to see,”
Toronto starter Kevin Gausman
(8-8) said.

What Gausman and the Blue
Jays saw in the series finale was a

Blue Jays outfielder George Springer hits a solo home run during the first
inning of Sunday’s game against the Detroit Tigers in Toronto. Springer
is batting .377 in his past 21 games. JON BLACKER/THE CANADIAN PRESS

lead-off homer from Springer
and a one-out, two-run blast
from the right fielder in the third
inning for his 23rd multiple long-
ball outing.

He also hustled to make a run-
ning catch in foul territory in the
fifth inning and hurried to force
the issue and gain a double in the
fifth inning to set up Spencer
Horwitz’s game-tying single to
centre.

This was critical because roo-
kie Justyn-Henry Malloy had put
the Tigers in front with his first
grand slam in the top half of the
inning.

“He’s been an aircraft carrier-
type where he’s saying, ‘get on,
I'm going to lead the way,” Toron-
to manager John Schneider said.

The 34-year-old Springer strug-
gled mightily out of the gate this

season. But he worked on chang-
ing the path of his swing and be-
gan to see productive results in
late June.

In his past 21 games, Springer
has batted .377 (29 for 77) with six
doubles, a triple, eight home runs
and 25 RBIs.

Schneider also reported that
during the difficult times, Spring-
er still helped out his younger
teammates like Horwitz and Er-
nie Clement, who came through
with the game-winning hit in the
sixth inning, knocking in Justin
Turner from second with a single
to centre.

“T'll be an open book [for team-
mates],” Springer said.

“It’s my job to help anybody I
can to make a smoother transi-
tion in their career.”

JAYS, B10
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Herta emerges with dominant victory
after dust settles on Honda Indy in Toronto

Andretti Global driver
becomes first person
on circuit to top both
practice sessions, take
pole position and win
a race in one weekend

MYLES DICHTER

Colton Herta celebrated his first
NTT IndyCar Series win in more
than two years with doughnuts.

Upon crossing the finish line at
the Honda Indy Toronto on Sun-
day, the American immediately
began spinning his car around in
triumphant circles.

“Ilove doing doughnuts,” Her-
ta said. “And this engine’s getting
ripped out after this race so I can
destroy it as much I want. I hate
when I don’t get to do doughnuts
and this was the perfect race to
win.”

Teammate Kyle Kirkwood
started and finished in second,
while four-time Toronto cham-
pion Scott Dixon rounded out the
podium of a chaotic race in which
just 15 of 27 cars were able to fin-
ish.

It had been 41 races since Her-
ta, the Andretti Global driver,
topped the podium, including a
pair of pole positions he was un-
able to convert earlier this sea-
son.

But the 24-year-old, who now
has eight career victories, left no
doubts about this one. He be-
came the first IndyCar driver ever
to top both practice sessions, take
pole in qualifying and go on to
win the race in one weekend.

“It's awesome. It’s amazing,”
he said. “For whatever reason it
just hasn’t gone our way. We've
had speed, we’ve had plenty of
podiums, we’ve had a lot of poles,
alot of top fives, but no wins. And
so it feels great to finally get one
back.”

The race featured six restarts,
including a massive multicar
crash that caused a red flag on the
73rd lap when Pato O’Ward, third
in the season-long standings,
spun out into a wall, leaving the
nose of his car jetting out onto
the track.

Marcus Ericsson locked up into
the wall behind O'Ward, then
three more racers - Pietro Fitti-
paldi, Santino Ferrucci and Nolan
Siegel - clipped O’Ward’s nose.
Ferrucci’s car went airborne and
landed upside down, but the
American immediately signalled
to his team that he was okay and

Colton Herta celebrates
after winning Sunday’s
Honda Indy race in
Toronto. Herta claimed
his eighth career victory
in a chaotic race in which
just 15 of 27 cars were
able to finish.

FRANK GUNN/

THE CANADIAN PRESS

| feel like I never get
the 85-lap full green
races to win. It's
always red flags and
yellows at the end.
But it's good, it
makes you work a
lot harder for it so
you feel a lot better
when it happens.
But it is crazy. It was
a crazy race.

COLTON HERTA
ANDRETTI GLOBAL DRIVER
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emerged from his vehicle rela-
tively unscathed.

The other four drivers also es-
caped without injury, but none
were able to continue.

“Ifeel like I never get the 8s5-lap
full green races to win,” Herta
said. “It’s always red flags and yel-
lows at the end. But it’s good, it
makes you work a lot harder for it
so you feel a lot better when it
happens. But it is crazy. It was a
crazy race.”

Herta and Kirkwood appeared
to work together throughout the
race, with the latter giving his
teammate room at the front after
each of the race’s six restarts.

Kirkwood, who enjoyed his
best finish of the year and third
career podium, said he was tak-
ing the result “as an Andretti
Global win.”

“Super happy with second, es-
pecially when a teammate wins.
That was the goal today. We start-
ed 1-2 and we wanted to finish 1-2.
Of course Iwould have [preferred
to] have won but I also wasn’t
gonna push the envelope what-
soever in that situation,” Kirk-
wood said.

Dixon started in 15 and chose

Piastri wins first F1 race after Mcl.aren
teammate Norris defers in Hungary

BUDAPEST

Australian driver Oscar Piastri
won his first Formula One race
after teammate Lando Norris
handed him back the lead to
complete a McLaren one-two at
the Hungarian Grand Prix on
Sunday.

That outstanding result came
after a long, and at times awk-
ward, back-and-forth between
the British team and its top driv-
er before Norris finally obeyed
orders to let Piastri back in front.

Piastri started second behind
pole-sitting Norris and beat him
to the first turn. Norris then got
ahead after a pit-stop strategy
that favoured him despite being
behind his teammate, but he
eventually listened to team or-
ders and let Piastri take the victo-
ry.
“This is the day I dreamed of
as a kid, standing on the top step
of the podium,” the 23-year-old
Piastri said. “A bit complicated at
the end, but I put myself in a
good position off the start.

“I had a lot of trust in Lando,
and I think it was a fair decision
to swap us back at the end.”

Lewis Hamilton finished third
behind the papaya-coloured pair
for his record-extending 200th
career podium.

Points leader Max Verstappen
finished fifth behind Charles Le-
clerc in a Ferrari and has now
gone three races without a victo-
ry. Verstappen still leads the
standings with 265 points to Nor-
ris’s 189 but the Dutchman has
seen Red Bull’s speed advantage
evaporate this summer.

RADIO DRAMA

McLaren’s huge victory will al-
so be remembered for the team
debate over which driver would
finally come out on top.

At first, the team told Piastri

that the pit strategy was to en-
sure Norris could keep Hamilton
at bay, while asking Norris to give
the place back “at his conve-
nience.”

As the laps ticked by and Nor-
ris didn’t budge, McLaren told
Piastri that he could get back in
front when he caught up with
Norris. Finally, the team turned
to pleading with Norris just to let

Piastri by.

| don't know any driver
who, when leading the
race, is happy to swap
back. That's not the
nature of drivers.

ANDREA STELLA
MCcLAREN TEAM PRINCIPAL

“I know you will do the right
thing,” the team told Norris. Af-
ter a long silence, Norris replied
“tell him to catch up then
please.”

The tension was building until
Norris eased up and allowed
Piastri past with two laps to go.

Piastri and Norris exchanged a
brief handshake while taking off
their helmets and, after, both
were congratulated by McLaren
staff and other drivers.

“I don’t know any driver who,
when leading the race, is happy
to swap back. That’s not the na-
ture of drivers,” McLaren team
principal Andrea Stella said.
“That’s why we have to recall our
principles ... in these battles,
Lando will need the support of
Oscar and the support of the
team.”

Lando had no harsh words be-
fore stepping on to the second
spot on the winners podium,
even though he had come so
close to adding to his maiden

Formula One win in Miami in
May - and to chipping further in-
to Verstappen’s advantage in the
standings.

“An amazing day as a team,
that is the main thing. I am so
happy. It has been a long journey
to achieve this on merit,” Norris
said. “Oscar had a good start. [His
win] was coming at some point,
and he deserved it today.”

When asked directly about the
decision to cede his lead, Norris
said curtly: “The team asked me
to do it so I did it, that’s it.”

Piastri, for his part, took a long
breath when asked how he spent
the 20-laps trailing Norris before
admitting it was an anxious spell.

“The longer you leave it, the
more you get a bit nervous, but
yeah, I think it was the right
thing,” he said.

Piastri became the seventh dif-
ferent winner in 13 races this sea-
son that started looking like an-
other cruise for the three-time
defending champion Verstappen
but has now turned into a fight.
Red Bull saw its lead in the con-
structors championship reduced
to 389-338 over McLaren, after
Verstappen’s teammate Sergio
Pérez continued to struggle and
finished seventh.

Piastri was a champion in For-
mula Three and Formula Two be-
fore he made the jump to the
motorsport’s elite competition
last season with McLaren. It was
the Melbourne native’s first vic-
tory in 35 Formula One races. He
finished runner-up twice recent-
ly, in Monaco and Austria. His
previous biggest Formula One
achievement was winning the
sprint race at Qatar in 2023.

The Hungarian GP marks the
start of the second half of the
season. Next up is the Belgian GP
on July 28.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

to pit well after the rest of the
field. The strategy bore fruit as he
re-entered the race in sixth before
slowly moving up the standings
as cars seemed to exit left and
right.

The podium appearance was
the 141st of the New Zealander’s
decorated career, drawing him
even with legendary Mario An-
dretti for the most all-time.

“I didn’t even know anything
about that. That’s very cool,” Dix-
on said. “Podiums are a big deal
and it’s always fun to celebrate.
Obviously you want to be on the
top step but to be at the peak of it,
especially in this current field, it
feels really good.”

Current IndyCar series cham-
pionship leader Alex Palou began
the day in 18th but climbed all the
way up to fourth.

The Spaniard increased his
season-long lead to 49 points
over Will Power, who placed 12th
after he incurred a late penalty
over an incident that caused
teammate Scott McLaughlin to go
into the wall and out of the race.

Christian Lundgaard, the de-
fending Toronto champion,
placed seventh.

Christian Rasmussen went in-
to the wall on the first lap and
Agustin Canapino slammed the
concrete on the fifth almost im-
mediately upon the restart. Both
drivers were forced to exit the
race, but neither was injured.

Rookie Kyffin Simpson was al-
so forced out of the race after
crashing with 18 laps to go.

For the second time in the
race’s history, there were no Can-
adians in the field. The last time
that happened was in 2015.

The IndyCar Series will now
take three weeks off for an Olym-
pic break before returning Aug. 17
in Illinois.

“That sucks because all I wan-
na do, even after three weekends
back toback to back, Ijust want to
go race again and have a chance
at another win,” Herta said.

To that end, Herta added that
his victory celebration would
have to wait a few days as he’s
headed back to Indianapolis Sun-
day night and has a simulation
practice scheduled for Monday.

“I don’t need to celebrate. I'm
just happy that we finally did it.”

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Jays: Guerrero’s three-game
home-run streak snapped

FROM B9

Former teammates Dexter Fowler and Michael Brantley
helped a young Springer in his early seasons with the Hous-
ton Astros. In fact, Brantley is still on speed dial and pitched
in to support Springer through the challenging part of this

season.

“I still annoy him every day,” Springer said. “He claims
he’s retired, but he’s meant the world to me.”

Daulton Varsho also contributed in a big way to the Blue
Jays’ cause on Sunday. He made a game-saving catch, leaping
up against the left-field wall to snag Carson Kelly’s long fly
ball with two on and one out in the eighth inning off reliever
Chad Green, who also pitched the ninth for his seventh save.

Gausman didn’t help his cause with back-to-back walks to
load the bases. Gausman went 6 2/3 innings, striking out five
and yielding four runs on five hits and three walks.

Detroit rookie starter Keider Montero (1-3) was replaced
by Will Vest with one out in the fifth when Clement came
through with his significant single. But Montero was respon-
sible for Turner and took the loss.

Montero gave up five runs on eight hits with three strike-

outs.

Designated hitter Vladimir Guerrero Jr. had this three-
game homer streak stopped, but he did check in with a two-
out double to right field in the seventh inning.

Springer’s leadoff homer on Sunday was the 58th of his
career. He only trails former Blue Jays outfielder Ricky Hen-
derson (81) on the all-time MLB list.

The Blue Jays have a day off before their three-game set
against the Tampa Bays Rays begins at Rogers Centre on
Tuesday. José Berrios (8-7) will start for Toronto. The Rays
will counter with righty Ryan Pepiot (6-5).

THE CANADIAN PRESS

BICHETTE WOULD WELCOME TRADE, REPORT SAYS

Toronto Blue Jays shortstop Bo Bichette has said he would
prefer to be traded, USA Today reported Sunday.

Bichette, who went on the injured list Saturday because of
continuing issues with his right calf, has not indicated publicly
that he wants to be moved, but he “told friends that he
would welcome a trade,” according to the report.

The two-time all-star could be a free agent after the 2025
season, as could feammate Vladimir Guerrero Jr.

Bichette is batting a career-worst .223 this season. He has
four homers and 30 RBIs in 79 games. Over six seasons, the
second-round pick in the 2016 draft is hitting .290 with 93
home runs, 342 RBIs and 56 steals in 607 games. REUTERS
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Natalie Achonwa, of Guelph, Ont., says her bonds with the Canada Basketball community have only
strengthened since returning from maternity leave. CHRISTINNE MUSCHI/THE CANADIAN PRESS

Canadian basketball star
Achonwa ready for her
fourth — and final — Games

Veteran forward finding
balance between
parenthood and
Olympic ambitions
going into Paris

GEMMA KARSTENS-SMITH
VICTORIA

atalie Achonwa had plans
Nfor motherhood.

As a professional bas-
ketball player and competitive
person, she believed she’d quick-
ly figure out feeding and sleep
schedules after her son, Maver-
ick, arrived in April of 2023.

Babies, Achonwa learned,
have little respect for plans.

Balancing parenting with re-
turning to elite sport has been
full of challenges, especially as
Achonwa prepares for the Paris
Olympics with the Canadian
women’s basketball team.

“I'wouldn’t trade being Maver-
ick’s mom for the world. But I
don’t want to glamorize the life
of being a professional athlete
and being a mom at the same
time,” she said.

“I'm not saying you can’t do it.
And I'm not saying women
aren’t superheroes. I want to be
real in the sense that there are
plenty of perks, plenty of fun
things that I get to experience
with him. But it’s hard as hell.”

Achonwa, a 31-year-old for-
ward from Guelph, Ont., joined
Team Canada as a teen.

Her first Olympics were the
2012 London Games and she’ll
play the tournament for a fourth
- and final - time in Paris this
month.

Selected ninth overall by the
Indiana Fever in the 2014 draft,
Achonwa spent eight seasons
playing in the WNBA for Indiana
and the Minnesota Lynx, with
overseas stints in Italy, France,
South Korea and China.

Being a professional athlete
made becoming a mom harder
in some senses, she said.

“I was so hyper aware of how I

should be feeling mentally and
physically that when I was going
through some postpartum de-
pression, I could see myself but I
couldn’t feel it,” she explained at
Team Canada’s training camp in
Victoria, B.C., last month.

“I'm like ‘This is wrong, but T
don’t know what to do about it’
And thankfully, I've created such
an amazing group of family and
friends that really pulled me
through that.”

Achonwa teared up as she de-
scribed how refreshing it felt to
return to the women’s national
team.

Canada finished ninth in
women's basketball at
the pandemic-delayed
Tokyo Games in 2021.

“Coming back to this group
makes me feel whole,” she said.
“Canada Basketball has been a
part of who I am since I was 14,
16 years old. And now, adding my
son, coming back from materni-
ty leave and being a mother has
changed my mindset and
pushed me deeper into this Can-
ada Basketball family and life.”

Paris will mark the fourth con-
secutive time Canada’s women’s
national team has made it to the
Olympics. Achonwa has been on
all four squads. This time
around, the Canadians head into
the tournament ranked fifth in
the world.

The team has a different feel,
Achonwa said.

“This group is different be-
cause I don’t feel like 'm push-
ing them to be somewhere. I feel
like ’'m opening the door for
them to be there,” she said.

Canada finished ninth in
women’s basketball at the pan-
demic-delayed Tokyo Games in
2021. Expectations were high for
the team heading in, with
thoughts they would bring home
a medal.

“I think it was almost a hyper
focus of suffocating your dream,”
Achonwa said. “And throw in
COVID, throw in all the things

Olympics in brief

POPE FRANCIS CALLS

FOR OLYMPIC TRUCE

VATICAN CITY Pope Francis on
Sunday voiced his hope that the
Paris Olympic and Paralympic
Games will provide an opportu-
nity for countries at war to
respect an ancient Greek tradi-
tion and establish a truce for the
duration of the Games. “Accord-
ing to ancient tradition, may the
Olympics be an opportunity to
establish a truce in wars, dem-
onstrating a sincere will for
peace,” Francis said during his
Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s
Square. The Pope stressed that
sport also has “a great social
power, capable of peacefully
uniting people from different
cultures.”

CANADA WOMEN'S SOCCER’S
COLLINS OUT WITH INJURY
PARIS Defender Sydney Collins
will not compete for the Cana-
dian women’s soccer team at the
Paris Olympics after fracturing

her left leg during a closed-door
match against Nigeria in Marbel-
1a, Spain, on Wednesday. The
Canadian Olympic Committee
announced Saturday that de-
fender Gabrielle Carle of Lévis,
Que., will replace Collins on the
roster after previously being
selected as an alternate. Veteran
midfielder Desiree Scott of
Winnipeg will take the alternate
spot vacated by Carle. Collins
was playing her first game since
recovering from a right leg
fracture sustained in February of
2024. Jordyn Huitema of Chill-
iwack, B.C., scored the lone goal
as No. 8 Canada defeated 36th-
ranked Nigeria 1-o in the Olym-
pic tune-up. The reigning Olym-
pic champions begin defence of
their title July 25 against New
Zealand in Saint-Etienne, France.

PARIS RESTAURANTS
STRUGGLE IN OLYMPIC
SECURITY ZONES

PARIS Cafes along the banks of

that kind of derailed our peak,
not to make excuses, but it just
didn’t turn out the way we want-
ed it to.”

The result was tough, forward
Kayla Alexander said.

“We didn’t get the results we
wanted in Tokyo. That was the
worst,” she said. “Firstly, we
didn’t get the results we wanted
and then second, we were stuck
there. You couldn’t leave straight
away and we had to sit in it. It
wasn’t exactly a fun feeling.”

Changes were made. Canada
Basketball hired Victor Lapena
to coach the team in January of
2022. Some players moved on,
others moved up from the devel-
opment program.

Canada finished fourth at the
2022 World Cup, then took
bronze at the FIBA Women’s
AmeriCup in 2023.

In February, though, Canada
nearly missed clinching an
Olympic berth after going 1-2 in
qualifying. The team secured its
spot when Spain beat Hungary
with a dramatic comeback.

“Between [Tokyo] and how
our Olympic qualifiers went?
That is all the motivation I
need,” Alexander said. “That’s
what’s been fuelling me to keep
going, just having those memo-
ries of how it felt and not want-
ing to repeat that experience
again.”

Competition at the Paris
Games will be fierce.

Canada opens the tournament
on July 29 against host France,
who are ranked seventh in the
world. Group play will also pit
the Canadians against No. 3 Aus-
tralia and the 12th-ranked Niger-
ians.

The composition of Canada’s
team is unique, Lapena said.

“Thinking about basketball,
we have great athletes. We can
do pretty dynamic basketball,”
the coach said. “And we have dif-
ferent tools in different positions
that make this team very, very
difficult to defend. Because we
are a little bit unpredictable. And
I like that”

THE CANADIAN PRESS

the Seine in Paris normally buzz
with activity in the summer, but
restrictions ahead of the Olym-
pics have limited movement in
the city centre, leaving restau-
rants empty of diners. Police
have imposed a security zone
along the river, erecting metal
barriers to fence off neighbour-
hoods and requiring autho-
rization - passes with QR codes -
to enter. “There is nobody,” said
Liliane Khalil, owner of Aux
Anysetiers du Roy, surveying
rows of empty tables at her
restaurant. “The worst part is
that you have reservations
because you have been around
for some time already, but peo-
ple don’t know that they need to
have a QR code,” Khalil added.
French officials have said that
while there are no specific ter-
rorism threats to the ceremony,
it has created an unprecedented
security challenge.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS,
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Athletes have mixed feelings
over Russians playing in Paris

DONNA SPENCER

complex issue evokes complex feelings among Can-
ada’s Olympic and Paralympic athletes bound for
Paris.

The International Olympic and Paralympic com-
mittees allowing some Russian and Belarusian athletes entry
into the 2024 Summer Games is a thorny topic.

The curtain had barely come down on the 2022 Winter
Olympic Games in Beijing when Russia invaded Ukraine
with Belarusian support.

The 10C will allow several athletes holding Russian and
Belarusian passports who can prove they don’t support the
invasion to compete as an “Individual Neutral Athlete” or
AIN in the Olympic Games. In the Paralympic Games, they
will compete as a Neutral Paralympic Athlete (NPA).

As of Sunday, 15 athletes with a Russian passport and 17
Belarusians were both cleared and accepted invitations to
compete in Paris under the AIN banner, according to the IOC
website. Another 28 athletes declined invitations.

No athletes from those countries can participate in team
sports. No flag, anthem or colours symbolizing Russia or Be-
larus will be allowed, and no Russian or Belarusian govern-
ment or state officials were invited to Paris.

The Olympic Games officially start with Friday’s opening
ceremonies, although some preliminary competition gets
under way Wednesday. The Paralympic Games open Aug. 28
and close Sept. 8.

Multiple international sports federations, but not all,
banned Russians and Belarusians outright after the invasion,
so it’s out-of-sight, out-of-mind for some Canadian athletes
who became accustomed to their absence.

“I'm more curious about what the environment will be
like at the athletes’ village knowing that a Ukrainian athlete
has to live with a Russian athlete. Will it create tension or
awkwardness?” asked Olympic weightlifting champion
Maude Charron.

Russia hasn’t been recognized as a country at the Olympic
Games since 2016 because of evidence of state-sponsored
doping at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.

And it’s doping that still rankles race walker Evan Dunfee.

“They haven’t cleaned up their house. They haven’t ad-
mitted that what they did was wrong,” he said. “There’s still
systematic problems on the doping side of things. I view it
through that lens a little bit still partly because that’s a world
I know way better.”

Women’s rowing eights cox Kristen Kit has opinions on
both the doping and military front.

“I am on the World Anti-Doping athlete council so I have
been a part of some meetings on this topic,” she said. “As a
person of Ukrainian descent, my dad is a first-generation
Canadian, I do feel strongly that Russian athletes and Belaru-
sian athletes who have ties to the military, whether they’re
paid by the military, or they have appeared in any type of
advertisement or promotion of the military, they should not
be allowed to compete.

“I understand that it’s very hard to do due diligence on
everyone competing, I actually do feel it’s very important,
because there is proof. There is evidence of the Russian gov-
ernment using athletes to validate their operations in Uk-
raine.

“From an anti-doping perspective, we have advocated and
we have looked for every opportunity to make sure that Rus-
sian and Belarus athletes are participating in the clean-sport
movement. The I0C is working very hard to make sure
there’s pretesting. We can always do more. The WADA ath-
lete council is also always advocating for more, but we are
choosing to trust the process.”

Russians won’t compete under the Russian Olympic Com-
mittee (ROC) moniker as they did in Tokyo and Beijing. The
10C booted the ROC in October for absorbing sports orga-
nizations in Ukraine.

There will be fewer AIN athletes in Paris than the 335 ROC
athletes in Tokyo and 215 in Beijing, but their presence in
Paris remains a hot-button topic in the sporting world.

“I'm very much in support of Ukraine and Ukrainian ath-
letes,” said Canadian distance runner Charles Philibert-Thi-
boutot. “To me, being a Ukrainian athlete and having to line
up beside a Russian athlete I would probably be devastated.
However, I do think that putting conditions on athlete par-
ticipation based on army enrolment or political engagement
or political views is really something that is tricky.

“Im all for the Ukrainian athletes, but how do we handle
this is a very difficult question.”

Boccia athlete Alison Levine was not happy when she
heard January’s announcement that ROC would not be
stripped of its result from the 2022 Olympic figure skating
team event despite the disqualification of a team member
for doping, and that Canada would remain fourth.

“It’s a punch to the gut of athletes like myself that believe
in fair, true sport, to have them still representing their coun-
try, but not representing their country, and everyone knows
it,” Levine said.

Given other conflicts in the world, there’s plenty of “what-
aboutism” when it comes to athlete participation in mul-
tisport Games, including Israel-Hamas warfare.

The decision to compete in a World Cup in Cairo in No-
vember of 2023 so soon after that violence began and so
geographically close to it was not an easy one for the Cana-
dian women’s sitting volleyball team. Canada did travel
there and won.

“That was a big decision whether to go or not with respect
to the Israel-Palestine war,” team member Heidi Peters said.
“That was a big thing, safety concerns, general perception of
it, everybody having a different perception and different
comfort level, travelling to said destination and managing
everybody’s feelings around that.

“Even around COVID, even within our teams, we have dif-
ferent opinions on vaccines and different things can get real-
ly political. That’s a really hard thing to navigate. We’ve had a
lot of really hard conversations on our team and have people
who have different beliefs on different things. We are able to
work through it and genuinely see each other’s perspec-
tives.”

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Canadian weightlifter Maude G. Charron says she wonders if
having Russians and Ukrainians mixing in the athletes’ village
could create tension at the Paris Olympics. LUCA BRUNO/AP
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Pogacar wins Tour de France
for the third time and in style

Slovenian 25-year-old races
to victory in 34-kilometre
time trial to finish 6:17

Saturday's
MLS action

TORONTO 1, MONTREAL o

MONTREAL Richie Laryea’s first-
half goal led Toronto to a 1-0 vic-
tory over Montreal on Saturday
night. After combining with Fe-

ahead of Vineegaard derico Bernardeschi, Lorenzo In-
8C8 signe found Laryea at the back

post for a tap in to the open goal

NICE, FRANCE with five minutes left to play in

Tadej Pogacar won the Tour de France for
the third time and celebrated in style with
a victory in Sunday’s final stage - a time
trial ending in Nice.

The 25-year-old Slovenian rider became
the first cyclist to secure the Giro d’Italia
and Tour de France in the same year since
the late Marco Pantani in 1998.

Two-time defending champion Jonas
Vingegaard of Denmark was second over-
all. He also finished the 21st and final stage
in second place.

Pogacar won the 34-kilometre time trial
on the French Riviera’s roads from Mona-
co to Nice in 45 minutes 24 seconds. Vinge-
gaard was 1:03 behind him and Belgian
rider Remco Evenepoel 1:14 back in third
spot.

In the overall standings, Vingegaard
finished 6:17 behind Pogacar and Evene-
poel was third overall, 9:18 behind Poga-
car - whose other Tour wins came in 2020
and 2021.

The race did not finish in Paris as it usu-
ally does because of the Olympic Games.
Nice mayor Christian Estrosi called the re-
gion between the Mediterranean Sea and
the southern French Alps “perfect cycling
territory.”

From early Sunday morning, fans
camped along the popular Promenade
des Anglais in Nice to guard a spot that
would offer the best glimpse of cyclists.

Some fans chanted “Remco, Remco” as
the race-against-the-clock  specialist
zoomed past them.

They may have been surprised to see
Pogacar going flat out.

After his explosive attack on Friday, Po-
gacar said he would not try to win Sat-
urday’s stage. But the UAE Team Emirates
rider could not resist and won that to be-

Tadej Pogacar crosses the finish line of the Tour de France in Nice, France, wearing the
overall-leader’s yellow jersey on Sunday. Pogacar won the 21st and final stage of the race
in 45 minutes 24 seconds. ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

come the second man to win five moun-
tain stages in one Tour after Italian rider
Gino Bartali in 1948.

Pogacar had no need to attack on Sun-
day, either, considering he led Vingegaard
overnight by more than five minutes.

But the lure of another stage victory
proved too strong and he flew down the
winding roads past picturesque Eze and
Villefranche-sur-Mer on the approach to
Nice, where the route begins to flatten out
again.

Pogacar held out three fingers as the
finish line and a sixth stage win ap-
proached on this year’s Tour - the same
number of stages he won when dominat-
ing the Giro d’Italia.

It was Pogacar’s biggest winning margin
of his three Tour wins - beating the 5:20

gap on Vingegaard three years ago, but be-
low the 7:29 victory margin Vingegaard
enjoyed over Pogacar last year.

The battle with Vingegaard was not as
close as it might have been in different
circumstances.

The 27-year-old Vingegaard was hospi-
talized for nearly two weeks in April after
a high-speed crash in the Tour of the Bas-
que Country. He resumed competitive rac-
ing only on this Tour.

Ecuadorean Richard Carapaz won the
best climber’s polka-dot jersey while Eri-
trea’s Biniam Girmay won the top sprint-
er’s green jersey and the 24-year-old Eve-
nepoel capped a fine debut Tour with the
white jersey for best young rider.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

the first half. The goal stood up in
a defensive battle in which To-
ronto finished with two shots on
goal and Montreal had one. Still,
Montreal had two near misses
late in the second half. Toronto
(9-14-3) swept the season series
with Montreal (6-10-9) for the
first time since 2019. Montreal
entered the match riding a seven-
game unbeaten streak at home.
The series between the rivals
now stands at 16-14-5 in Toronto’s
favour. Houston will host Toron-
to FC when play resumes on Aug.
24. MLS now takes a break from
regular-season play, with the all-
star game in Columbus on
Wednesday and the annual
Leagues Cup running from Friday
to Aug. 25.

HOUSTON 4, VANCOUVER 3
VANCOUVER Defender Griffin Dor-
sey had a goal in each half, scor-
ing the winner in the 87th min-
ute as the Houston Dynamo blew
a two-goal lead before rallying for
a 4-3 victory over the Vancouver
Whitecaps on Saturday night.
Houston (10-7-7) took a 2-o lead
into halftime on goals by Adal-
berto Carrasquilla and Dorsey.
Steve Clark finished with three
saves in goal for Houston. Yohei
Takaoka stopped two shots for
Vancouver. Houston has lost just
once in its previous 10 matches.
The Whitecaps lost for the first
time in their past six matches,
going 4-1-1. The Whitecaps will
host Los Angeles FC when the
league resumes play on Aug. 24.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Yuri Yoshida, $22,692
Also

AlenaSharp, $17,672
M. Leblanc, $6,268
Maddie Szeryk, $3,743

Quick-Step, 9:18.

4. Joao Almeida, Portugal, UAE Team
Emirates, 19:03.

5. Mikel Landa, Spain, Soudal Quick-
Step, 20:06.

NBA Summer League: Final: Teams TBA,
SN1,TSN4,5,8p.m.

RESULTS AS OF SUNDAY,
JULY 21, 9:15PM.

All Times Eastern
Ottawa at York, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Boston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs, 8:05 p.m.
Avrizona at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.

Boston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

71-68-71-67—277
72-70-69-71—282
72-70-74-69—285
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THE CLOUDY EcONOMIC
OUTLOOK FOR THE REMAINDER
OF THE YEAR, AND WEAKER THAN
EXPECTED PROFIT FORECAST,
WE BEUEVE IT'S NOW NECESSARY
TO TAKE STEPS TO ENSURE THE
ViaBiLITY OF nuro E

T™M IGNORING MILLIONS OF
PLOPLE RIGHT Now/

AGRIN, THIS WILL GO A LOT
FAGTER 1F YOU HOLD YOUR
APPLMISE UNTIL THE @ND.

Thig may ¢onfirm rumerg of a
pharach who wad a dide-¢leeper.

=
He'd heard it all before. He was being

let go again — because of climate change. koot
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U.S. women’s Olympic basketball knows
it has work to do after loss to WNBA tcam

2021 Olympic team also
lost to WNBA all-stars,
but still won its seventh
successive gold

DOUG FEINBERG PHOENIX

here is no panic in the U.S.
T women’s Olympic team.

The Americans have been
in this spot before.

The United States. lost to the
'WNBA all-star team on Saturday
night 117-109 and are headed on a
flight to London to continue their
prep for the Paris Olympics.
Breanna Stewart said it felt like
déja vu and she wasn’t wrong.

The 2021 Olympic team also
lost to the WNBA all-star team in
a tune-up to the Tokyo Games.
They went on to cruise to a sev-
enth-consecutive gold medal.

Just like in the 2021 exhibition
game, the Americans had no an-
swer for Arike Ogunbowale.

The MVP of Saturday night’s
game scored all 34 of her points
in the second half of the victory.
She also had earned MVP hon-
ours in 2021.

“We’ll take this one on the
chin, keep moving forward,”
Stewart said. “Don’t want to peak
too soon. We're excited to get to
London and really focus on this
team and what our ultimate goal
is”

That goal is continuing one of
the greatest Olympic streaks ever.
The Americans haven’t lost a
game in the Olympics since 1992.

“This is going to help us tre-
mendously. We don’t get that
many game opportunities,” said
Stewart, who had 31 points to
lead the U.S. “We can go back and
watch the film and focus on how
we can continue to be better. It

4

Arike Ogunbowale of Team WNBA, left, steals a pass intended for Kelsey Plum of Team USA during the second half of a WNBA all-star game on
Saturday in Phoenix. The WNBA all-stars won 117-109. ROSS D. FRANKLIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

was like a little bit of déja vu feel-
ing but just locking in.”

The US. women’s team is
scheduled to play Germany in
London in an exhibition game
Tuesday before going to France
for the Olympics. The Americans
are in a pool with Belgium, Japan
and Germany.

“We have work to do and we

know that,” US. coach Cheryl
Reeve said. “Sometimes it’s good,
adversity, etc. I don’t think we
needed a game like this to have
our attention. We know how hard
it is to do what we’re trying to do
and we have work to do to get
there.”

That work starts with getting
time together on and off the

court. The players had a lot of
other responsibilities over all-
star weekend besides the game.
They only got to practice as a
team twice before Saturday’s
game. Now theyll have some
time together with a lot less dis-
traction. That will help them im-
prove and get ready for what
matters most - capping the

Olympics with another gold
medal.

“It’s not time to panic. It’s time
to learn and grow and figure out
how we can be our best together,”
Stewart said. “We have a group of
very unselfish players and every-
body wants to succeed here.”

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. men’s basketball team gets a wake-up call

TIM REYNOLDS

outh Sudan is the 33rd-ranked team

inthe FIBA world rankings, by far the

lowest of any of the 12 countries that

will be vying for men’s basketball
gold in the Paris Olympics.

The United States is ranked No. 1. South
Sudan nearly beat the Americans anyway.

The every-four-years wake-up call for
the U.S. Olympic team seems to have ar-
rived. A 101-100 win over South Sudan on
Saturday in London came on a day when
plenty went wrong for the Americans -
traffic getting to the arena was brutal and
Anthony Davis said arriving late threw off
players’ routines, South Sudan shot lights-
out from 3-point range and outscored the
U.S. 42-21 from deep and the U.S. struggled
in plenty of aspects.

Anditallserves as areminder that at the
Olympics, there are no guarantees any
more. Not even for the four-time defending
gold medalists, a program that lost two ex-
hibitions on the way to Tokyo in 2021 and
thenlost to France to open those Games be-
fore rallying to win gold at the end.

“There’s great teams all over the place
and nothing is guaranteed at this point for
USA Basketball,” U.S. coach Steve Kerr said
earlier this summer. “We know that well, T
know it personally. We won the gold medal
in Tokyo, but we lost three games along the
way. Our gold-medal game against France
went right down to the wire. So, this is an
entirely different competition than it was
in1992.

There was no doubt who was winning
gold in 1992: The first U.S. Dream Team
overpowered every team in its path. Chuck
Daly coached a roster that included 11 fu-
ture members of the Basketball Hall of
Fame; Kerr loves relaying the story that Da-
ly never had to call a timeout that whole
summer, because no game was ever in any
sort of jeopardy.

Kerr had to call one on Saturday with 20
seconds left to get LeBron James the ball
and set up what became the winning, em-
barrassment-saving basket for the one-
point win against South Sudan, a country

Carlik Jones of South Sudan dribbles the ball as Jrue Holiday of USA defends during a
showcase match at The 02 Arena on Saturday in London. The U.S. team edged South Sudan
with a 101-100 victory. HENRY BROWNE/GETTY IMAGES

that gained its independence only 13 years
ago, is set to make its Olympic debut and
doesn’t have a suitable indoor facility for
national team-level basketball training.

“A lot of these teams we’re playing have
been practising either one month or
monthsinadvance,”Jamessaid. “We’re like
maybe two weeks into it, together. So, ev-
ery game, every film session, every oppor-
tunity we have to try to make the most of
it”

The last tune-up, the last pre-Olympic
test, the last measuring stick of sorts for the
U.S., comes Monday in London, where the
Americans take on Germany. The U.S. is fa-
voured by 15.5 points, according to BetMGM
Sportsbook, over the reigning World Cup

champions and team that beat the Amer-
icans in that tournament’s semi-finals a
year ago in Manila. That was of no rele-
vance Saturday, when the U.S. was 43.5-
point favourites against South Sudan.

But if all the warm-up games around the
world this summer have been any indica-
tion, then this whole Olympic tournament
could be wide open.

South Sudan lost to Argentina and bare-
ly beat Britain, two teams that didn’t even
qualify for the Olympics - then nearly
knocked off the U.S. The Americans beat
Australia, which beat Serbia, which beat
France, which went 1-1 against Germany;
the French win came with the Germans
playing without brothers Franz and Moritz

Wagner and the French loss came without
Victor Wembanyama in the lineup.

“We've got a great 12 guys,” U.S. guard
Stephen Curry said. “Basketball is such an
interesting sport that if you don’t play the
right way, if you don’t come with the right
energy and the right focus to go play de-
fence, rebound, not turn the ball over, you
can be beat. It doesn’t matter who you’re
playing. So, it’s a good reminder of that.”

Saturday was also a good reminder of
this: Nobody seems intimidated by the U.S.
Not even 17-year-olds.

A couple of weeks after Cooper Flagg put
on a show against the Olympic team at
training camp in Las Vegas, a fellow Duke
freshman - South Sudan’s Khaman Ma-
luach - found himself going up against his
big-man idols on Saturday in Bam Ade-
bayo, Joel Embiid and Davis.

Just like Flagg did in Vegas, Maluach
more than held his own, scoring seven
points in 13 minutes on 3-for-4 shooting.

“Matching up with them was something
I couldn’t imagine,” Maluach told Euro-
hoops after the game. “It was just in my
head, ‘Oh, I'm playing against these
guys?””

An18-orunin the second half that start-
ed during a third quarter in which the U.S.
outscored South Sudan 37-18 was the dif-
ference for the Americans. James made a
layup to save his team at the end, and what
was supposed to be a meaningless game
sure seemed to have a lot of meaning.

“We can be beat if we don’t play our
brand of basketball and our brand of bas-
ketball is playing defence,” Curry said.
“They made some tough shots in the first
half and they’re a skilled team with a lot of
shooting, so if they get hot, they’re tough.
But we didn’t make them uncomfortable at
allin the first half and they took advantage
of it.

“But we alsolearned we have that gear. If
we can find it, no matter who’s out there on
the court, we can overwhelm teams for 40
minutes. And it’s a great reminder of both.
If we don’t play our game, we can be beat.
We’re not invincible.”
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Canada downs Puerto Rico in pre-Games men’s basketball tune-up game

ORLEANS, FRANCE

point range, in just over 22 min-

the loss.

tune-up schedule with two wins

The Canadians open the

Canada’s national men’s basket-
ball team wrapped up pre-Olym-
pic play with a 103-93 exhibition
win over Puerto Rico on Sunday.

Dillon Brooks paced the Cana-
dian attack with 21 points, while
Nickeil Alexander-Walker and
Trey Lyles each chipped in with
15 off the bench.

Brooks, a defensive specialist
for the Houston Rockers, had a
very efficient offensive perform-
ance, shooting 8-of-12 from the
field, including 3-of-4 from three-

utes of play.

R] Barrett added 14 points and
seven rebounds, while Shai Gil-
geous-Alexander scored 14 and
added six assists.

Canada led 46-40 at halftime
and built a comfortable 23-point
lead in the third quarter only to
watch Puerto Rico make things
interesting in the final quarter by
cutting the lead to five.

José Alvarado kept Puerto Ri-
co competitive with 21 points, in-
cluding 5-of-10 shooting from be-
yond the arc.

Gian Clavell added 19 points in

Both teams shot 50 per cent,
but Canada turned the ball over
just 10 times compared to 18 for
Puerto Rico. Canada capitalized
on Puerto Rico’s mistakes, scor-
ing 21 points off turnovers.

The Canadians also dominat-
ed inside with a 46-34 advantage
in points in the paint and a 10-5
edge in steals. Canada finished
with 30 assists on 37 field goals.

Lyles scored 13 of his 15 points
in the first half where the score
was tied at 23 points after the
opening quarter

Canada finished its Olympic

and a loss. The seventh-ranked
Canadians scored a convincing
85-72 victory over host France on
Friday in Orleans, after dropping
an 86-72 decision to the top-
ranked United States on July 11 in

Las Vegas.
Guard Jamal Murray, who
didn’t play against France,

played just under seven minutes
on Sunday but didn’t figure in
the scoring. Canada Basketball
said Murray, a star guard with
the Denver Nuggets, was pulled
from Friday’s game as “a precau-
tion.”

Olympic basketball competition
on Saturday against 14th-ranked
Greece, led by two-time NBA
MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo, in
Lille, France.

Canada’s men’s basketball
team will be making its first
Olympic appearance since finish-
ing seventh at the 2000 Sydney
Games.

Along with Greece, Canada is
in Group A, the tournament’s so-
called “Group of Death,” with No.
2 Spain and No. 5 Australia.
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Justin Rose ‘choking back tears’ after
Schauffele surges to British Open title

Rose briefly led by one
shot after a fourth-hole
birdie, but finished two
shots behind the lead

KEN MAGUIRE TROON, SCOTLAND

Justin Rose as he tried to keep

pace with Xander Schauffele
on No. 12 at Royal Troon on Sun-
day.

Rose knelt for a closer peek
and stepped to the ball. The 21-
footer looked good and the crowd
was ready to erupt. It caught the
left side of the cup, though, and
lipped out.

Rose tossed his putter in the
air, catching it on the way down.
His British Open dream was dent-
ed, and Schauffele surged to the
title.

Rose’s lone bogey of the day
dropped him a shot behind
Schauffele and two strokes back
of then-leader Thriston Law-
rence.

The 43-year-old Englishman -
carrying the hopes of the country
in search of a champion - never
caught up.

“Just a critical moment mid-
way through the back nine just
momentum-wise,” he said. “Ob-
viously, Xander got it going. L hita
couple of really good putts that
didn’t fall, and then suddenly
that lead stretched.”

Schauffele birdied the next
two holes to pull away. They both
picked up a shot on the 16th, but
it was settled by the time Rose
birdied the last to card a four-un-
der 67.

It felt like a must-have putt for

= -

England’s Justin Rose tees off on the 17th hole during the final round of the British Open at Royal Troon on
Sunday, in Troon, Scotland. Rose finished tied for second on seven under. HARRY HOW/GETTY IMAGES

Rose finished tied for second
with Billy Horschel on seven-un-
der overall, two shots behind
Schauffele.

Rose, the 2013 U.S. Open cham-
pion, briefly led by one shot Sun-
day after his birdie at the par-five
fourth. He had plenty of support
from the home fans. There was
even a dude braving the Firth of
Clyde supporting Rose.

“In terms of how I played and
the execution of my emotions to-
day, my mindset, I left it all out
there. I'm super proud of how I
competed,” he said.

Closing out his weekend with a
birdie was about “being a profes-

sional,” he said.

“Then Iwalk 10 steps later, and
I'm choking back tears. So that’s
the shift. Yeah, just personal, and
enjoying 18 with the fans too. I
just think it’s such an amazing
stage,” he said. “For me, like that’s
the best look in golf, those two
long grandstands that you walk
down and the big yellow leader-
board. That’s what I associate as a
magic moment.”

Rose wasn’t considered a fa-
vourite coming into the week. In
fact, he had dropped out of the
top 50 in the world ranking and
went through a qualification
tournament to earn his spot at

the Open, where he also had a
share of second place at Carnous-
tie in 2018 when Francesco Moli-
nari won.

“I'll have a few more chances,
of course, but you know that this
is a great opportunity today. You
want to walk off the golf course
going, ‘yeah, I didn’t squander
that, ” he said.

“Iran putts at the hole today. I
feel like I had opportunities. I felt
like I took a lot of them,” he add-
ed. “But I felt super comfortable
out there, which the fact that I
haven't really been in conte
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Golf: Mid-round birdie surge propels Schauffele to win in Scotland

FROM B9

Playing in the third-to-last group,
he matched the round of the
championship with a score that
was just over eight shots better
than the field average.

The final birdie was a pitch
over a pot bunker to four feet on
the par-five 16th. The grand-
stands at The Open are among
the largest, lining both sides of
the fairway as Schauffele walked
through and soaked up the
cheers.

“I got chills,” he said.

The 30-year-old from San Die-
g0 became the first player since
Jordan Spieth in 2015 to win his
first two majors in the same sea-
son. And he extended American
dominance on this Scottish links
as the seventh Open champion in
the past eight visits to Royal
Troon.

Rose started one shot behind
and closed with a 67. That was
only good for second place. He
had a chance to set a record by
going the longest time between
majors after his 2013 U.S. Open
win.

“Gutted when I walked off the
course and it hit me hard because
I was so strong out there today,”
Rose said. “Xander got it going. I
hit a couple of really good putts
that didn’t fall, and then sudden-
ly that lead stretched. I left it all

Sports in brief

NADAL FALLS IN

NORDEA OPEN FINAL

BASTAD, SWEDEN Rafael Nadal’s
winning run at the clay-court
Nordea Open ended Sunday
when the Spaniard was beaten
by Nuno Borges 6-3, 6-2 in the
final on Sunday. The seventh-
seeded Portuguese player broke
the Nadal serve five times on his
way to a first ATP tour victory. It
was Nadal’s first final since the
2022 French Open. Nadal was
playing at the tournament in
Sweden for the first time since
he won the title as a 19-year-old
in 2005 as he prepares for the
Olympic tournament on clay at
Roland Garros in Paris.
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CANADA OPENS U-20 MEN'S
CHAMPIONSHIP WITH DRAW
IRAPUATO, MEXICO Canada got
first-half goals from Santiago
Lopez and Myles Morgan, but
had to settle for a 2-2 draw with
the Honduras in its opening
game Saturday at the 2024 CON-
CACAF men’s Under-20 soccer
championship. Lopez scored in
the 17th minute and Morgan
found net two minutes before
halftime as Canada lead its
Group B opener at Estadio Sergio
Le6n Chdvez Stadium. Angel
Gabriel Villatoro Adelino scored

out there. 'm superproud of how
I competed.”

Horschel, who started the final
round with a one-shot lead in his
bid to win his first major, drop-
ped back around the turn and
birdied his last three holes for a
68.

“I'm disappointed. I should
feel disappointed. I had a chance
to win a major,” Horschel said. “I
just made a few too many mis-
takes today when I didn’t need
to.”

Mackenzie Hughes of Dundas,
Ont., shot a 68 on Sunday to fin-
ish as the top Canadian at two-
over, tied for 16th. Corey Conners
of Listowel, Ont., also shot a 68
and ended up tied for 25th at five-
over for the tournament.

The player Schauffele had to
track down was Thriston Law-
rence of South Africa, who bird-
ied three of four holes to end the
front nine with a 32.

Schauffele was two shots be-
hind when it all changed so sud-
denly. Schauffele hit a wedge out
of the left rough on the difficult
1th and judged it perfectly to
three feet for birdie. He hit anoth-
er wedge to 15 feet for birdie on
the 13th, and capped his pivotal
run with a 12-foot birdie putt on
the par-three 14th.

Lawrence finally dropped a
shot on the 12th and didn’t pick
up any shots the rest of the day.

for Honduras in the ssth minute
and Roberto Antonio Osorto
Sanchez tied it four minutes into
stoppage time to complete the
comeback. Canada was able to
earn the draw despite being
outshot 17-8 (8-2 on target).
Canada will face the Dominican
Republic on Tuesday.
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TICATS EARN FIRST VICTORY
OF THE SEASON

HAMILTON James Butler and
Destin Talbert scored touch-
downs set up by turnovers as the
Hamilton Tiger-Cats held on to
beat the Toronto Argonauts
27-24 for their first win of the
season Saturday night. Hamilton
(1-5) earned just its second win
in its past 12 games against its
longtime rival. The Ticats nar-
rowly averted dropping to 0-6 for
the first time since 2017 (0-8
start), delighting the Tim Hor-
tons Field gathering of 22,910.
Toronto (3-3) had its six-game
win streak against Hamilton
snapped and lost its third in four
contests overall. Hamilton start-
er Bo Levi Mitchell completed
20-of-29 passes for 270 yards
with a TD and interception.
Toronto’s Cameron Dukes fin-
ished 20-of-27 passing for 180
yards before giving way to Nick

CHANETTEE WANNASAEN WINS LPGA TOUR EVENT

SYLVANIA, OHIO Chanettee
Wannasaen won the Dana Open
for Children on Sunday for
second LPGA Tour title, birdieing
the final two holes to hold off
Haeran Ryu by a stroke. Three
strokes ahead of playing partner
Ryu entering the round, Wanna-
saen closed with a four-under
67 fo finish at 20-under 264 at
Highland Meadows. The 20-
year-old Thai player won the
Portland Classic last year. Ryu
shot 65, also birdieing the final
two holes. The South Korean
player had six birdies and a

He closed with a 68 and earned a
small consolation - a trip to the
Masters next April, his first time
to Augusta National.

Scottie Scheffler, who got
within one shot of the lead brief-
ly on the front nine, lost his way
with a three-putt from six feet for
a double bogey on the ninth hole.
Scheffler finished his round by
topping a tee shot on the 18th
and making another double bo-
gey. The world’s No. 1 player
closed with a 72 and tied for sev-
enth.

He stuck around to share a hug

Arbuckle in the fourth quarter.
Arbuckle completed eight-of-14
passes for 118 yards with a TD
and interception. The CFL’s week
ended Sunday night, when the
Calgary Stampeders (2-3) played
host to the B.C. Lions (5-1) at
McMahon Stadium. Also on
Sunday, Wally Buono was to
become the soth member of the
Calgary Stampeders Wall of
Fame during a halftime ceremo-
ny. Buono holds the Calgary
franchise records for games
coached (234), victories (153),
playoff victories (12) and cham-
pionships (three). The now
74-year-old guided the Stamps to
six CFL championship games
after being appointed as coach
by then general manager Normie
Kwong in 1990, winning three
Grey Cups in the process.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

CANADA WINS

SOFTBALL BRONZE

CASTIONS DI STRADA, ITALY Cal-
lum Pilgrim literally touched ’em
all on Saturday. The talented
Abbotsford, B.C., outfielder hit a
walk-off grand slam in the 11th
inning, giving Canada an 11-7
come-from-behind victory over
the Netherlands in the bronze-
medal final at the 2024 WBSC
Women’s Softball World Cup.

bogey on the back nine. De-
fending champion Linn Grant of
Sweden and Ssu-Chia Cheng of
Taiwan tied for third at 14 under,
each shooting 68. China’s Xiyu
“Janet” Lin (70) and Mary Liu
(69) were 12 under. Lin was the
highest-ranked player in the
field at No. 15 in the world.
Hamilton’s Alena Sharp, who
will represent Canada at the
Paris Olympics, fired a four-
under 67 on Sunday to finish
tied for 19th place at seven-
under for the tournament.
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with Schauffele, the two top play-
ers in golf. Schauffele was the on-
ly player this year to finish in the
top 10 in all four majors.

He finished at nine-under 275
and earned US$3.1-million, push-
ing him over US$15-million for
the season.

Schauffele went from the
heaviest major trophy at the PGA
Championship to the smallest
and oldest, the famed claret jug.

“Tjust can’t wait to drink out of
it,” he said, smiling as wide as ev-
er.
The Associated Press

Catcher Natalie Wideman of
Mississauga, Ont., ignited the
Canada comeback in the bottom
of the sixth inning, hitting a
three-run homer to tie the con-
test at 5-5. The teams exchanged
single runs in the eighth and
1oth innings, setting the stage for
Pilgrim’s heroics in the 11th.
Canada had three walk-off wins
at this year’s World Cup.
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NEWMAN WINS POLE -VAULT
SILVER, CANADIAN MEN
FOURTH IN 4X100 SPRINT

AT DIAMOND LEAGUE
LONDON Canada’s Alysha New-
man won silver in women’s pole
vault in Diamond League action
on Saturday. Newman, a 30-year-
old from Delaware, Ont., cleared
4.75 metres, finishing behind
Australia’s Nina Kennedy (4.85).
On the track, Canada finished
fourth in the men’s 4x100-metre
final. The foursome of Eliezer
Adjibi, Duan Asemota, Brendon
Rodney and Jerome Blake ran
the relay in 38.35 seconds. Japan
(38.07) placed first ahead of
Australia (38.31) and a team from
Britain (38.32). In the men’s 400
final, 19-year-old Christopher
Morales Williams of Vaughan,
Ont., was sixth in 44.90 seconds.
THE CANADIAN PRESS
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ou Dobbs, a conservative tele-
vision and radio host who
loomed large over the cable
news landscape for decades at
CNN and Fox Business, and later used
his platform to promote baseless con-
spiracy theories and to lend unwa-
vering support to former president
Donald Trump, has died. He was 78.

His death was confirmed Thursday
on Mr. Dobbs’s website and social-
media accounts after Mr. Trump an-
nounced it on the Truth Social plat-
form. No cause of death was given,
and where or when he died was not
immediately clear. Mr. Dobbs had
been absent from The Great America
Show, his podcast on the iHeartRadio
network, for several weeks.

With his boyish face and author-
itative demeanour, Mr. Dobbs had an
on-air presence that could swing
from folksy and avuncular to stri-
dently indignant. He began his climb
to cable news stardom as the host of
Moneyline when CNN was founded in
1980.

Rising in prominence along with
the skyrocketing Nasdaq during the
dot-com boom of the late 1990s, Mr.
Dobbs presided over a show that, as
Ken Auletta wrote in a 2006 profile in
The New Yorker, “served as a sort of
video clubhouse for corporate Amer-
ica”

With his rising cult of personality,
the show was renamed Lou Dobbs To-
night in 2003, and he remade himself
as a conservative populist. The Har-
vard-educated Mr. Dobbs, who de-
scribed himself as “a kid who grew up
poor” in rural Texas, was now a “full-
throated champion of ‘the little guy,
an evangelical opponent of liberal
immigration laws,” Mr. Auletta wrote.

He added that Mr. Dobbs’s hour-
long program features him “in a role
that combines Ralph Nader and Pat
Buchanan.”

“On the air,” Mr. Auletta wrote, “he
boomingly assails the upper manage-
ment of corporate America for its
‘outrageous’ greed, pay packages, and
corruption, its opposition to increas-
ing the minimum wage, its hiring of
‘illegal aliens,’ its ties to ‘Communist
China, and its eagerness to send
American jobs overseas.”

In a 2004 interview with The New
York Times, Mr. Dobbs doubled down
on what he considered a crisis of cor-
porate outsourcing. “Are you willing
to sacrifice 600,000 American jobs
and employees to create jobs over-
seas?” he said. “I love India. I love the
Indian people. But the idea that we
can sacrifice an American family to
create jobs overseas is insensitive be-
yond belief.”

As David Leonhardt wrote in a
2007 article in the Times, Mr. Dobbs’s
new incarnation made him “arguably
this country’s foremost populist,”
which was “an odd role, given that he
spent the 1980s and gos buttering up
chief executives on CNN.”

“But he is now playing it very suc-
cessfully,” Mr. Leonhardt continued.
“He has become a voice for the real
economic anxiety felt by many Amer-
icans.”

Mr. Dobbs was part of a rising sta-
ble of cable hosts, which included Bill
O'Reilly at Fox News and Keith Olber-

Martial arts trailblazer starred in Crouching Tiger,

QASIM NAUMAN

heng Pei Pei, a trailblazer for
women in Asian martial arts
cinema and a star of the 2000
blockbuster Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon, died on July 17 in the
San Francisco Bay Area. She was 78.
Her representatives at Echelon Tal-
ent Management confirmed her death
in a statement. She was diagnosed in
2019 with a neurodegenerative disease
similar to Parkinson’s, they said.
Ms. Cheng was born on Jan. 6, 1946,

LOU DOBBS

TELEVISION PERSONALITY, 78

FORMER FOX BUSINESS HOST BOOSTED
TRUMP’S BASELESS CONSPIRACIES

Beginning his climb to cable news stardom with CNN in 1980, he rebranded himself as a conservative populist
in 2003 and entrenched his reputation with the emergence of Donald Trump on the U.S. political landscape

Lou Dobbs speaks during the annual Conservative Political Action Conference meeting on Feb. 24, in National Harbor, Md.
Mr. Dobbs was an ardent supporter of former U.S. president Donald Trump to the end. MANDEL NGAN/GETTY IMAGES

mann at MSNBC, who built national
profiles as aggressively opinionated
talkers.

Despite CNN’s efforts to position it-
self as a home for straight news, Mr.
Dobbs’s 6 p.m. news program was ac-
companied with the disclaimer that it
would contain “news, debate and
opinion.”

Some of those opinions were high-
ly dubious, such as Mr. Dobbs’s ques-
tioning, against all evidence, of
whether president Barack Obama was
born in the United States, a conspir-
acy theory also adopted by Mr.
Trump.

Mr. Dobbs abruptly left CNN in
2009, as Jonathan Klein, the presi-
dent of the network, said that Mr.
Dobbs “decided to carry the banner of
advocacy journalism elsewhere.” The
next year he joined Fox Business,
lured by the network’s co-founder
Roger Ailes. In his new network
home, Mr. Dobbs would entrench his
reputation as a beacon of lunch-pail
conservatism - a stance that would
bring him more fame, and controver-
sy, with the emergence of Mr. Trump
on the national political landscape.

Louis Carl Dobbs was born Sept. 24,
1945, in the town of Childress, Tex.,
southeast of Amarillo, the younger of
two sons of Frank Dobbs, an owner of
a small propane business, and Lydia
Mae (Hensley) Dobbs, a bookkeeper.

His father’s business failed when
he was 12, so the family pursued a
new life on a farm in Rupert, Idaho,
where Lou attended public schools
and was encouraged by his teachers
to apply to Harvard.

He graduated in 1967 with a bache-
lor’s degree in economics and started
his professional career working in
federal antipoverty programs in Bos-
ton and Washington. He eventually
concluded that his job was doing lit-
tle to save the world, or bolster his
bank account, so he moved to Los An-
geles and took a job as a cash man-
agement specialist at Union Bank.

In 1969, he married Kathleen Ann
Wheeler. The couple’s first of two

sons was born the next year. After
their divorce in 1981, he married for-
mer CNN sports anchor Debi Lee Seg-
ura.

Before long, however, Mr. Dobbs
grew weary of banking. Inspired by
the exciting stories he heard from
journalist friends, he turned his
sights toward the news business and
moved the family to Yuma, Ariz.,
where he took a job for a radio station
covering police and fire news.

With his on-air ease, his talents
were soon noticed, and Mr. Dobbs
ended up at a local television affiliate.
“I found what I really loved to do,” he
told The New Yorker.

In 1979, a recruiter contacted him
about a job at CNN, the new cable
news network that Ted Turner was
launching. Over the next two dec-
ades, he remained a mainstay of the
network.

But after disputes with the net-
work’s president, Rick Kaplan, Mr.
Dobbs left CNN in 1999 and pursued
his own dot-com dreams, starting a
space and astronomy news site called
Space.com. In 2001, with Mr. Kaplan
gone from CNN, Mr. Dobbs returned
to the network.

As a lightning rod, Mr. Dobbs reac-
hed his apex with the network during
the Trump years, serving as one of
the president’s most ardent cham-
pions on television.

That affection flowed both ways.
“At the White House, Mr. Trump
came to see Mr. Dobbs’s program as
required viewing,” the Times report-
ed in 2021. “His allies learned that an
appearance on Lou Dobbs Tonight
would guarantee attention in the
West Wing.”

At times, the article added, the
president even patched in Mr. Dobbs
during White House policy discus-
sions with his staff.

That support of the president ulti-
mately came at a cost for Mr. Dobbs.
After the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the
U.S. Capitol, Mr. Dobbs raised hackles
by downplaying the violence.

“As T listen to some anchors on

CHENG PEI PEI

ACTRESS, 78

in Shanghai. Trained in ballet and tra-
ditional Chinese dance, she began her
acting career in Hong Kong in 1964 and
became one of the stars of the wuxia
genre of martial arts films. Her break-
out role was in the mid-sixties kung fu
classic Come Drink With Me.

“Our mom Cheng Pei Pei wanted to
be remembered for who she was: the
legendary ‘Queen of Martial Arts,”
her family said in a statement. “She
loved being an actress and knew, even
with her hard work, how fortunate she
was to have the career she had.”

Ms. Cheng moved to the United

Cheng Pei Pei
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other networks describing what was
happening,” he told Fox viewers, “you
would have thought it was a full-on
riot with armed looters going through
the building, when, as I watched, at
least, on a number of occasions, look-
ing at the Statuary Hall, the protesters
who had invaded the Capitol were
walking between the rope lines.”

Repeating conspiracy theories on
air that the election had been rigged
to flip millions of Trump votes to Joe
Biden, Mr. Dobbs ended up named in
lawsuits by voting technology compa-
nies.

Fox cancelled his weekday show,
Lou Dobbs Tonight, a day after the
election technology company Smart-
matic filed a US$2.7-billion suit
against Fox Corp. and Fox News and
named Mr. Dobbs, along with Fox
hosts Maria Bartiromo and Jeanine
Pirro, as defendants.

“Lou Dobbs is and was great,” Mr.
Trump said in a statement to the
Times after Mr. Dobbs’s departure.
“Nobody loves America more than
Lou. He had a large and loyal follow-
ing that will be watching closely for
his next move, and that following in-
cludes me.”

Mr. Dobbs started his podcast on
iHeartRadio later that year.

Complete information on survi-
vors was not immediately available.

Mr. Dobbs continued to ruffle
feathers in support of Mr. Trump to
the end, repeating a claim in a recent
post on the social network X that “the
FBI investigation into the Trump as-
sassination attempt stinks to high
heaven.”

Then again, he was never one to
hold back. In his interview with The
New Yorker, Mr. Dobbs brushed off a
suggestion that some of his rock-hard
convictions might represent only por-
tions of the truth.

“In free trade?” Mr. Dobbs said. “In
illegal immigration? In education?
No. Everything I believe, I believe un-
equivocally.”

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

Hidden Dragon

States in the 1970s, where her four chil-
dren were born.

She played the villain Jade Fox in
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, featur-
ing in some of the film’s most memo-
rable fight scenes.

Ms. Cheng chose to keep her medi-
cal condition private, her manage-
ment said.

She donated her brain to the Brain
Support Network, a non-profit organi-
zation that supports people diagnosed
with neurodegenerative disorders.
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The Challenge for Corporate Canada

Canadians with disabilities can make a great impact on
your board. This rich talent is now going untapped.

Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons,
at no cost, is offering to help your business find
highly qualified candidates through a unique vetting process.

Congratulations to our latest candidates*
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Element Fleet Management of Canada

| ¥
1)
b - "
| -

Rose Patten Jim Sanders Duncan L. Sinclair Kate Stevenson John Wallace
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