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PAN DAVAS

Yudish
Exiled King of Indraprastha
Laader of tha Pandava Clan

Makula and Sahadeva

Twin Suparwarriors
Master Swordamen
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Duryodhana

Arjuna Bhima
Master Archar Dastroyer, Arrmed wilh
Most Faarad Supesnsarrior tha Macea Worldbrealkear

Abhimanyu Krishna
Son of Arjuna Living God
Vicious Swaordsman Arjuna‘s‘-ﬁnwmlear
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First Brother of Duryodhana
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Karna Shakuni
Grand-LUincle to the Kaurava Loyalist Evil Master Tactician
Kaurava Clan Fierce Superwarrior
host Poswrarful Advisor to Duryodhana forbidden to fight
Supensarrior in Bharat in theWar




A CONVERSATION WITH

GRANT

Q: With epic fantasies like The Lord of the
Rings capturing the imagination of people,
what made you turn towards Indian mythology
and The Mahabharata in particular?

GM: The source material is incredibly rich and
while | enjoy The Lord of the Rings a pgreat
deal, it's a story that presents an often
simplistic, dualistic view of human nature and
the world. The Mahabharata on the other hand
i filled not only with fantastic spectacle, magic
and epic combat but with flawed, relatable
characters, all of whom must break their own
rules to win the day, all of whom must face the
consequences of their every action. At its
centre, the story also has the Bhagavad Gita,
the wellspring of spirtual, contemplative
thought, which provides it with an incredible
transcendent dimension. Quite simply, it is
among the greatest stories ever told and it

URRIS
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remains fresh and relevant to our lives.

When | met Sharad Devarajan many yvears ago,
he shared with me his passion to build
characters, heroes and stories that tap into the
unique creativity and mythic culture of India
but appeal to audiences worldwide in the same
way The Lord of the Rings, Clash of the Titans,
Harry Potter or Batman have been able 1o do,
When we discussed The Mahabharata, it was
clear there was no better partner for me to
work with on this story. The project started
many years ago and it has been a labor of love
for all of us o get it this far. Graphic India is
really pioneering a new space in Indian
character entertainment and the quality of the
artwork being done by Jeevan J. Kang, Mukesh
Singh and many of the other talented creators
in India that have worked with Sharad is some
of the best being produced in the world today.



Q: How do you make The Mahabharata and
tha philosophias of the East relatable and
accessible to audlences In the West, and what
do vou think audiences in the East will be able
to take away from 18 Days?

GM: Audiences In the East can expect a new
take on a story they probably know by haart.
They can expect to see the story removed from
antiquity = most depictions of the battle show
armor and weapons which suggest specific
periods in the history of India but we've chosen
instead to place the action in a mythic time;
this battle s always happaning, it's always
playing out in the timeless world of symbaols
and archetypes s0 it should always feel new,
Wa've also added some big twists to tha old
story — and one in particular which will speak
directly 1o those of us living through the Fourth
Aga of Kali and hopafully makea the outcome of
the battle seem much more urgent and
relevant to our lives today,

| spent some time attempting to “translate” the
complex starvielling of The Mahabharata
inta somathing that could be undarstood in
terms of familiar western archetypes. If it
works out, audiences in the West will be
introduced to ona of tha greatest human
staries ever told, as well as some of the most
compelling, nuanced and human characters
created prior to Shakespeare.

Q: How did you research The Mahabharata and
what was important to you while crafting your
Interpretation of it?

Gz For me, the process involved re-familiarizing
myself with the epic in several different
versions, particularly R. K. MNarayvan's
condensed retalling, Rameash Manon's 2-volume
‘modern rendering” and the short, punchy
Penguin Guide o the Mahabharata which
manages to axplain everything in 138 pagas
and is probably the best book for the
newcamer. Also particularly helpful on the
spiritual side were Sri Sri Paramahansa
Yogananda's God Talks With Arguna and
Perennial Philcsophy of the Bhagavad Gila by
Swami Rama.

Once | felt I'd intermalized the structure of The
fMahabharata, 1| was able to braak it down,
re-arrange it in a new confiduration and add a
couple of sci-fi twists to give this version a new
and more contamporary flavor. | really felt | had
to immerse myself quite deeply in the
background and to try and understand things
like the Bhagawad Gita, which took a lot of
reading obviously, So it was important to get it
right. But at the same time it was also
impartant to maka it universal because the
story is universal, The themes are actually not
necessarily culturally bound so we wanted to
honor the origins of the story, but at the same
time create a new version of it that was, as |
say, much more universal and global.

i}: Has the epic scale of the story of The
NMahabharata been a challenge to you while
craating 18 Days?

G Mot =0 much a challenge as an inspiration.
Although tha story of the battle is immense,
invalving millions of men, animals and
machinas, 1t's also the story of the human
heart — the battle at Kuruksheatra is fought in a
thousand ways, every day, by ordinary people in
the real world, In The Mahabharata, small
human momants trigger miythic confrontations
and | like that idea. The tiniest snowflake can
trigger an avalanche that changes the world.
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