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SAN QUENTIN — To someone liv-
ing outside these dank walls, the
changes might seem small.

A sergeant greets a prisoner with
“good morning” rather than barking an
order. Guards start calling the pris-
oners “residents.” They shake hands,
exchange jokes. 

The toilet paper locker gets replen-
ished when it’s empty. The men don’t
have to ask. 

At California’s oldest and most infa-
mous state prison, a monumental shift
is underway through an experiment
dubbed the California Model, an effort
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced in
March 2023 to reimagine prison life,
starting at San Quentin.

The changes are modeled after pris-
on operations in Norway and other

SAN QUENTIN SkunkWorks, a nonprofit made up of inmates and prison reform advocates, held a chess tournament in March.
Photographs by Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Can chess and toilet paper
change state’s prison culture?

California is reimagining life in lockups, starting with San Quentin 

By Hannah Wiley

ALONG with chess matches, San Quentin is host-
ing kickball tournaments and flag football games.

Scandinavian countries, where incar-
ceration is considered less a tool for
punishment than an opportunity for
recovery and rehabilitation.

Newsom said he envisions a prison
system that doesn’t just confine law-
breakers but better prepares them for
reintegrating into communities after
their release. That means expanding
job training and substance-use treat-
ment, but also replacing a prison
culture built on hierarchy and fear with
opportunities for connection and nor-
malized social interactions. 

It will take years and hundreds of
millions of dollars to fully implement
the California Model at San Quentin.
And whether there’s support for ex-
panding the approach across the 

[See Prison,A10]

Cornell Belcher, a promi-
nent pollster who worked for
the Democratic National
Committee and both
Obama campaigns, wishes
the party’s leaders would
shut up about President
Biden’s poll numbers. 

“There’s too much talk
about polling right now,”
Belcher said. “As a pollster,
it’s driving me out of my ...
mind that people are trying
to drive whatever narrative
they want by using polling.”

In recent days, Biden has
faced mounting calls to drop
out of the race from mem-
bers of his party. Many have
pointed to worsening poll
numbers for the 81-year-old
incumbent since a disas-
trous debate performance
last month. Some fear that
questions about the presi-
dent’s mental acuity will
doom down-ballot candi-
dates too.

But with Biden repeat-
edly insisting that he is not
stepping aside, Belcher said,
Democrats harping on his
slipping support were hurt-
ing, not helping, their cause.

“Over the last three
weeks, Democrats have
done more damage to our
ability to win in November
than what Donald Trump
and Republicans have been
able to do,” Belcher said.
“They have to stop [the] cir-
cular firing squad that
they’re currently in, because
it’s a death spiral.”

While calls from Con-
gress members and major
donors for Biden to step
aside have dominated head-
lines in recent days, plenty of
other Democratic loyalists 

Party’s
difficult
choices,
Biden or
no Biden 

Democrats need to
act now to unite on a
candidate and refocus
message on beating
Trump, experts say.

By Kevin Rector

[SeeDemocrats,A9]

county watchdog, regularly
referring to Inspector Gen-
eral Max Huntsman as a “fel-
ony suspect” and asking
county officials to remove
him from the job at least
twice. At one point, Villa-
nueva cited the probe as
part of the justification to
lock Huntsman out of de-
partment databases.

But in May, prosecutors
with the state Department
of Justice quietly notified
the Sheriff ’s Department in
a memo that they would not
file criminal charges in the
investigation launched in
2019. 

The department has ne-
ver fully explained the alle-
gations against Huntsman
and four other people
named as suspects. But an
80-page Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment report recently re-
viewed by The Times — part
of a more than 300-page in-

A multi-year criminal
investigation under former
Los Angeles County Sheriff
Alex Villanueva into the
agency’s inspector general
— a probe that a legal advis-
or for the county called “not
legally viable” — was based
largely on unfounded accu-
sations that state and fed-
eral prosecutors repeatedly
turned down, documents re-
viewed by The Times show. 

Villanueva long used the
case to try to discredit the

Inside a secretive
investigation into
ex-sheriff’s critics

Villanueva probe 
into inspector general
was based largely on
unfounded allegations,
documents show.

By Alene

Tchekmedyian

and Keri Blakinger

[See Investigation,A8]
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When Elon Musk decided
to start a rocket company
two decades ago, he headed
down Interstate 5 and the
405 and didn’t stop until he
reached the South Bay, the
center of the region’s aero-
space industry, hard hit by a
drop in defense spending af-
ter the Cold War.

There, the Silicon Valley
entrepreneur, flush with
cash from the sale of PayPal,
founded Space Exploration
Technologies in 2002 and de-
fied skeptics, building his
startup into a $210-billion gi-

ant and fueling a revitaliza-
tion of the shrunken indus-
try.

Last week, the
Hawthorne company’s fu-
ture in the region was
thrown into doubt when
Musk posted on X that he
planned to move SpaceX’s
headquarters to the out-
skirts of Brownsville, Texas,
where it is developing its
massive Starship rocket for
planned trips to the moon
and, someday, Mars.

It’s unclear what the fall-
out will be locally.

SpaceX hasn’t com-
mented on how many jobs
will be affected by the reloca-

Musk leaves L.A. aerospace future up in air
CEO’s post about moving SpaceX to Texas could deal a blow to sector

By Laurence

Darmiento

ONE EXPERT predicts that other aerospace firms
will try to hire SpaceX staff who don’t want to move.

Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

[See SpaceX,A12]
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PERSPECTIVES

AT&T is one
of America’s
largest tele-
communica-
tions compa-
nies. Last year
it recorded a
pretax profit
of nearly 
$20 billion on
$122.4 billion in revenue.

So why, you might ask,
has AT&T been so patheti-
cally sloppy about protect-
ing its customers’ private
information that the data of
nearly all those customers
—110 million users — ended
up in the hands of a “finan-
cially motivated” hacker
group? 

The breach was revealed
July 12, although it occurred
in April; AT&T attributed
the reporting delay to re-
quests from federal author-
ities to keep it under wraps
while its possible national
security significance was
under investigation.

This breach, cybersecu-
rity experts say, is especially
alarming because of the
nature of the stolen data.
It’s not merely financial
data such as bank account
or Social Security numbers
that might enable hackers
to raid a victim’s bank ac-
count or engage in identity
theft to open new accounts. 

In this case, it included
information about what
numbers were called by
hacked users and the num-
bers that called them; the
length of calls; and location
data — where you might
have been when making or
receiving a call. The data
the hackers snarfed up
originated in May through
October 2022 and Jan. 2,
2023.

“Telecom providers hold
some of the most sensitive
information on consumers
— a map of their daily lives
— where they are, who
they’re talking with, their
social graph, everything,”
says cybersecurity profes-
sional Brian Krebs. 

The latest disclosure of a
hack at AT&T follows
AT&T’s announcement in
April of an earlier unrelated
breach that may have com-
promised the Social Securi-
ty numbers, PINs, email and

mailing addresses, phone
numbers, dates of birth and
AT&T account numbers of
73 million current and for-
mer AT&T customers.

Both AT&T incidents
pale in comparison with a
massive data breach earlier
this year at UnitedHealth
Group, the nation’s biggest
health insurance and health
provider conglomerate.
According to congressional
testimony by UnitedHealth
Chief Executive Andrew
Witty, a ransomware attack
on the company’s Change
Healthcare subsidiary has
affected as many as 1 in 3
Americans.

Change Healthcare
manages patient payments
and reimbursements to
medical providers. The
ransomware hack crippled
medical services nationwide
and resulted in the exposure
of patients’ treatment de-
tails and billing information.
Patients reported that
pharmacies were refusing to
fill prescriptions because
they couldn’t access insur-
ance approvals, risking the
patients’ health. 

UnitedHealth said it
paid a $22-million ransom in
bitcoin, but it couldn’t be
sure that all the hacked
information was returned. It
also said that it advanced
about $9 billion to providers
to cover their expenses
before their billing could be
restored. 

The company told Con-
gress that it already had in
place “a robust information
security program with over
1,300 people and approxi-
mately $300 million in annu-
al investment,” but of

course those figures are
meaningless — the question
is how much it would cost to
actually have a “robust”
program in place, since 
$300 million obviously isn’t
enough.

The breach occurred,
according to the company,
because UnitedHealth tried
to integrate Change Health-
care’s technology system
with its own without first
ensuring that Change’s
system would require multi-
factor authentication, a
basic security feature that
requires users to enter an
algorithmically generated
code along with their pass-
word to gain access to a
system or account. 

The hackers breached “a
legacy Change Healthcare
server” that didn’t meet the
parent company’s stand-
ards, the company said —
but it used the noncompli-
ant equipment anyway.

Data breaches affecting
hundreds of thousands or
millions of consumers have
become such familiar fea-
tures of the consumer land-
scape that the guilty com-
panies respond with a
standard playbook replete
with promises to customers.

They point out all the
data that wasn’t compro-
mised — AT&T told cus-
tomers that the latest deba-
cle didn’t involve “the con-
tent of calls or texts, person-
al information such as
Social Security numbers,
dates of birth, or other
personally identifiable

information.” That’s a bit
like airlines following up
reports of deadly crashes by
pointing out how many
planes land and take off
safely every day.

The companies typically
offer aggrieved customers
free credit monitoring and
identity theft protection for
a period of time; at United-
Health, that period is two
years. 

The breached companies
also attest to their determi-
nation to get to the bottom
of the hacks, and to their
commitment to customer
security. AT&T’s recent
breach disclosure included
this pledge: “Protecting
your data is one of our top
priorities.”

If there were a trophy for
flagrant lying in marketing
materials, this would be a
strong contender. Under the
circumstances, it’s either
blatantly untrue or reflects
a crucial flaw in the compa-
ny’s fulfillment of its pri-
orities. I asked AT&T what
steps it has taken to disci-
pline or remove any execu-
tives charged with fulfilling
such a crucial priority, up to
and including the CEO.
AT&T didn’t respond di-
rectly to this or other ques-
tions I submitted but re-
ferred me to its news release
and a customer Q&A on the
topic. 

AT&T says the breach
occurred in a company
connection to a third-party
cloud data service called
Snowflake, to which it had

entrusted its customer
data. As it happens, some
165 of Snowflake’s corporate
clients may also have been
targeted by the hackers who
struck AT&T. An ongoing
investigation by cybersecu-
rity experts suggests, how-
ever, that the fault isn’t
Snowflake’s — it’s the fault
of those clients, who didn’t
observe best security prac-
tices.

That points to several
issues that contributed to
AT&T’s breach — and simi-
lar breaches around the
corporate world. One is why
AT&T is hoarding so much
information about its users
in the first place. 

“To have years of call
histories, text message
histories and location data
makes you a massive target
for hackers,” says Albert
Fox Cahn, executive direc-
tor of the Surveillance Tech-
nology Oversight Project, a
New York nonprofit. 

“Why does AT&T keep so
much information on so
many users?” Cahn asks.
“They have a perverse in-
centive to hold on to as
much of our data as pos-
sible, to think about new
ways to mine it for value.
When they do that, we’re the
ones put at risk.” 

In any event, if AT&T is
going to store data this
sensitive, he says, it needs to
employ more rigorous safe-
guards to protect it.

Yet in corporate Ameri-
ca, cybersecurity has been
an afterthought, if it re-
ceives any thought at all.
“These companies at some
point decide that it’s really
expensive to care a lot more
about security when there
really aren’t a lot of conse-
quences for screwing it up,”
Krebs told me. 

“You might get sued or
have to pay a few hundred
million dollars in fines, but
these are rounding errors on
their profits.” 

The European Union’s
General Data Protection
Regulation allows for a fine
of up to 4% of a company’s
annual revenue for an espe-
cially severe breach, but it’s
unlikely that such a penalty
could be legislated in the
U.S. (If it were, AT&T might
be liable for a bill of
$4.9 billion.) 

Krebs blames indifferent
boards of directors for their
inattention. Even a data-
oriented company such as
AT&T has no directors with
specific expertise in cyber-

security. Of the nine direc-
tors in place as of the 2024
proxy statement, five are
credited with experience in
technology and innovation,
according to what Villanova
University business profes-
sor Noah Barsky correctly
calls “perfunctory”
language in their bios in the
company’s 2024 proxy state-
ment.

Only one, Stephen J.
Luczo, is said to have any
particular expertise in
cybersecurity, but that’s
only as a private equity
investor — his background
is in investment banking.
The board’s newest mem-
ber, Marissa Mayer, may
have cybersecurity experi-
ence, but it’s not encourag-
ing: During her tenure as
CEO of Yahoo (2012 to 2017),
that company experienced
an epic data breach that
compromised all 3 billion of
its user accounts.

“It’s clear that industry is
never going to do enough on
its own” to protect customer
data, Cahn says. The task
may have to be placed in
regulatory hands. Krebs
suggests something akin to
a cybersafety review board
to introduce something
close to accountability.
Cahn suggests rules requir-
ing the proactive deletion of
sensitive information such
as location data and medi-
cal records — “you can’t
steal what doesn’t exist,” he
told me.

The market may yet
exercise its own discipline.
UnitedHealth is learning
the hard way that careless-
ness about cybersecurity
can have a material effect on
earnings. In its second-
quarter earnings report
released Tuesday, the com-
pany said that the full-year
cost of the Change Health-
care hack may come to as
much as $2.05 per share, an
increase of as much as 45
cents from its original esti-
mate. Its second-quarter
earnings came to $4.54 per
share.

But it is customers who
will really bear the costs.
“Most Americans,” Krebs
says, “have no choice but to
do business with these
companies if they want to
participate in the modern
society.” 

Hiltzik writes a blog on
latimes.com. Follow him on
Facebook or X, @hiltzikm,
or email michael.hiltzik
@latimes.com.

Pathetically sloppy with your private info 
Huge corporations are
so inattentive to data
security that millions
of people have been
harmed by breaches.

MICHAEL HILTZIK

THE LATEST disclosure of a hack at AT&T follows its announcement in April of
an earlier breach that may have compromised the data of millions of customers.

Mark Lennihan Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR,
Malaysia — Malaysia’s bil-
lionaire Sultan Ibrahim
Iskandar was installed as
king Saturday, six months
after he was sworn in for a
five-year term under a
unique rotating monarchy
system.

The televised coronation
at the national palace for-
malized the sultan’s role as
Malaysia’s 17th king in a cer-
emony steeped in Malay cul-
ture and pageantry.

Nine ethnic Malay state
rulers take turns as
Malaysia’s king for five-year
terms under the world’s only
such system, which began
when Malaysia gained inde-
pendence from Britain in
1957. 

Malaysia has 13 states
but only nine have royal fam-
ilies, some which trace their
roots to centuries-old Malay
kingdoms that were inde-
pendent states until they
were brought together by
the British.

Sultan Ibrahim, one of
the country’s richest men,
has an extensive business
empire that includes real es-
tate and telecommunica-
tions. The 65-year-old mon-
arch from southern Johor
state has good relations with
Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim and is candid about
Malaysian politics, having
spoken out against corrup-
tion and racial discrimi-
nation.

More than 700 guests at-
tended the coronation, in-
cluding Brunei’s Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah and

Bahrain’s King Hamad ibn
Isa Al Khalifa. 

What is the king’s
role?

Known as the Yang Di-
Pertuan Agong, or He Who
Is Made Lord, the king has
played a largely ceremonial
role, with administrative
power vested in the prime
minister and Parliament.
But the monarch is the nom-
inal head of the government
and armed forces and is re-
garded as the protector of Is-
lam and Malay tradition. All
laws, Cabinet appointments
and the dissolution of Par-
liament for general elections
require his assent. The king
has the power to proclaim an
emergency and pardon
criminals.

Sultan Ibrahim suc-
ceeded Sultan Abdullah Sul-
tan Ahmad Shah of Pahang
state, who presided over a
tumultuous period that in-
cluded COVID-19 lockdowns
and political instability.

The political influence of
the king has grown in recent
years. Sultan Abdullah in-
tervened to decide who

should become prime min-
ister, including designating
Anwar after a 2022 general
election led to a hung Parlia-
ment.

Ibrahim has indicated he
will maintain a hands-on ap-
proach. Before becoming
king, he told the Singapore
Straits Times in an inter-
view that he would not want
to waste five years on the
throne as a “puppet king”
but would focus on fighting
graft and deepening unity in
the country. The sultan and
other rulers have also
warned against attempts by
the opposition to oust An-
war’s government, calling in-
stead for political stability.

Who is Sultan
Ibrahim?

Ibrahim, whose mother is
English, is vocal about wel-
fare issues and makes annu-
al road trips on his motor-
bike to meet the people in his
state.

He has also made no se-
cret of his wealth. Apart
from a fleet of jets, he has an
extensive collection of luxu-
ry cars and motorcycles, as

well as properties abroad.
He is also the only one of the
nine rulers with a small pri-
vate army — a condition
agreed upon for the state to
join modern-day Malaysia.

Ibrahim’s high corporate
profile — including a stake in
the multibillion-dollar For-
est City development proj-
ect in Johor with China’s be-
leaguered developer Coun-
try Garden — has raised eye-
brows because of concerns
of a possible conflict of inter-
est. He told the Straits
Times that he plans to revive
a high-speed rail link project
with Singapore and bolster
the troubled Forest City
project.

The sultan has defended
his business dealings. In
2015, he quipped that he has
to “earn a living, like ordi-
nary Malaysians,” as he can-
not rely solely on his roughly
$5,700 monthly state allow-
ance.

His wife and now queen,
Raja Zarith Sofiah, who is
from another royal family, is
an Oxford graduate and an
author of children’s books.
They have five sons and a
daughter. 

Billionaire sultan installed as Malaysia’s king

Ibrahim Iskandar
is crowned for a
five-year term under 
a unique rotating
monarchy.

associated press

SULTAN Ibrahim Iskandar holds a ceremonial dagger as Queen Raja Zarith
Sofiah looks on during his coronation at the National Palace in Kuala Lumpur.

Hasnoor Hussain Pool Photo 
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Mah Jong. Modular element sofa, designed by Hans Hopfer.
Upholstered in fabrics designed by Kenzo Takada, Matsuri collection, Natsu version.
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SANA, Yemen — The Is-

raeli army said Saturday

that it had struck several

Houthi targets in western

Yemen after a fatal drone at-

tack by the rebel group in Tel

Aviv the previous day. 

The Israeli strikes ap-

peared to be the first on

Yemeni soil since the Israel-

Hamas war began in Octo-

ber, and they threatened to

open a new front in the re-

gion as Israel battles proxies

of Iran.

A number of “military

targets” were hit in the west-

ern port city of Hudaydah, a

Houthi stronghold, the Isra-

eli army said, adding that its

attack was “in response to

the hundreds of attacks”

against Israel in recent

months.

“The Houthis attacked

us over 200 times. The first

time that they harmed an Is-

raeli citizen, we struck them.

And we will do this in any

place where it may be re-

quired,” Israeli Defense Min-

ister Yoav Gallant said in a

statement.

Health officials in Yemen

said early Saturday that the

strikes killed a number of

people, but did not elabo-

rate. The Ministry of Health

in Sana later said 80 people

were wounded in a prelimi-

nary toll of the strikes in Hu-

daydah, most of them with

severe burns.

Israel’s military said it

alone carried out the strikes

and “our friends were up-

dated.” An Israel Defense

Forces official didn’t say how

many sites were targeted,

but told journalists that the

port is the main entry point

for Iranian weapons. The of-

ficial didn’t say whether it

was Israel’s first attack on

Yemen.

Houthi spokesman Mo-

hammed Abdulsalam wrote

on social media platform X

that Yemen was subjected to

a “blatant Israeli aggres-

sion” that targeted fuel 

storage facilities and the

province’s power station. He

said the attacks aim “to in-

crease the suffering of the

people and to pressure

Yemen to stop supporting

Gaza.”

Abdulsalam said the at-

tacks will only make the peo-

ple of Yemen and its armed

forces more determined to

support Gaza. Mohamed Ali

al Houthi of the Supreme

Political Council in Yemen

wrote on X that “there will be

impactful strikes.”

A news outlet controlled

by Houthi rebels in Yemen,

Al Masirah TV, said the

strikes on storage facilities

for oil and diesel at the port

and on the local electricity

company caused deaths and

injuries, and several people

suffered severe burns. It said

there was a large fire at the

port and power cuts were

widespread.

The drone attack by

Houthi rebels killed one per-

son in Tel Aviv and wounded

at least 10 others near a U.S.

diplomatic compound early

Friday.

Virtually all projectiles

fired from the southern Ara-

bian country toward Israel

have so far been intercepted.

Israel said air defenses de-

tected the drone Friday but

an “error” occurred and

“there was no interception.“ 

Since January, U.S. and

British forces have been

striking targets in Yemen in

response to the Houthis’ at-

tacks on commercial ship-

ping that the rebels have de-

scribed as retaliation for Is-

rael’s actions in the war in

the Gaza Strip. However,

many of the ships targeted

are not linked to Israel.

Analysts and Western in-

telligence services have long

accused Iran of arming the

Houthis, a claim Tehran de-

nies. In recent years, U.S.

naval forces have inter-

cepted ships packed with 

rifles, rocket-propelled

grenades and missile parts

en route from Iran to

Houthi-controlled areas of

Yemen.

The Houthis have long-

range ballistic missiles,

smaller cruise missiles and

“suicide drones,” all capable

of reaching southern Israel,

according to weapons ex-

perts.

Deadly strikes
inside Gaza

In central Gaza, at least

13 people were killed in three

Israeli airstrikes that hit ref-

ugee camps overnight into

Saturday, according to Pal-

estinian health officials, as

cease-fire talks in Cairo ap-

peared to make progress.

Three children and one

woman were among the

dead in the Nuseirat and Bu-

reij refugee camps, accord-

ing to Palestinian ambu-

lance teams that trans-

ported the bodies to the

nearby Al Aqsa Martyrs

Hospital. Associated Press

journalists counted 13

corpses at the hospital. 

Earlier, a medical team

delivered a live baby from a

Palestinian woman killed in

an airstrike that hit her

home in Nuseirat late Thurs-

day evening.

Ola al Kurd, 25, was killed

along with six others in the

blast, but was rushed by

emergency workers to Al

Awda Hospital in northern

Gaza in the hope of saving

the baby. Hours later, doc-

tors told the AP that a baby

boy had been delivered.

The newborn is stable

but has suffered from a

shortage of oxygen and has

been placed in an incubator,

Dr. Khalil Dajran said Fri-

day.

Al Kurd’s “husband and a

relative survived yesterday’s

strike, while everyone else

died,” Majid al Kurd, the de-

ceased woman’s cousin, told

the AP on Saturday.

“The baby is in good

health based on what doc-

tors said,” he added.

The war in Gaza, which

was sparked by Hamas’ 

Oct. 7 attack on southern

Israel, has killed more than

38,900 people, according to

the territory’s Health Min-

istry, which does not distin-

guish between combatants

and civilians in its count.

The war has created a hu-

manitarian catastrophe in

the coastal Palestinian terri-

tory, displaced most of its 

2.3 million population and

triggered widespread

hunger.

Hamas’ October attack

killed about 1,200 people,

mostly civilians, and mili-

tants took some 250 hostage. 

Unrest in the
West Bank

In the occupied West

Bank, the Palestinian

Health Ministry said a 20-

year-old man was shot dead

by Israel forces late Friday.

Commenting on the shoot-

ing, the Israeli army said its

forces opened fire on a group

of Palestinians hurling rocks

at Israeli troops in the town

of Beit Ummar. 

A witness said the man,

Ibrahim Zaqeq, was not di-

rectly involved in the clashes

and was standing nearby.

Zaqeq “just looked at

them, they shot him in the

head. I picked him up from

here and took him to the

clinic,” said Thare Abu

Hashem.

On Saturday, Hamas

identified Zaqeq as one of its

members.

Violence has surged in

the territory since the Israel-

Hamas war began. At least

577 Palestinians in the West

Bank have been killed by Is-

raeli fire since then, accord-

ing to the Ramallah-based

Health Ministry, which

tracks Palestinian deaths.

Associated Press writers

Al-Haj, Shurafa and Jeffery

reported from Sana; Deir al

Balah, Gaza Strip; and

Ramallah, West Bank;

respectively.

Israel says it struck Houthi targets in Yemen 

SMOKE AND flames rise over Hudaydah in western Yemen in an image from video. Israel says it struck sev-
eral Houthi targets in the region in retaliation for Friday’s fatal drone attack in Tel Aviv by the militant group.

Associated Press

Assault comes a day
after a deadly drone
strike by the rebel
group in Tel Aviv. 

By Ahmed Al-Haj,

Wafaa Shurafa

and Jack Jeffery
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NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS

DEADLINE: AUGUST 6

DHAKA, Bangladesh —

Police imposed a strict cur-

few with a “shoot-on-sight”

order across Bangladesh as

military forces patrolled

parts of the capital Saturday

after scores were killed and

hundreds injured in clashes

over the allocation of civil

service jobs.

The curfew began at mid-

night and was relaxed from

noon to 2 p.m. for people to

run essential errands, and is

expected to last until 10 a.m.

Sunday, allowing officers to

fire on mobs in extreme

cases, said lawmaker

Obaidul Quader, the general

secretary of the ruling

Awami League party. 

The demonstrations —

called for mainly by student

groups — started weeks ago

to protest a quota system

that reserves up to 30% of

government jobs for rela-

tives of veterans who fought

in Bangladesh’s war of inde-

pendence in 1971. Violence

erupted Tuesday, with the

Daily Prothom Alo news-

paper reporting the deaths

of at least 103 people.

On Friday, Somoy TV re-

ported 43 killed, and an As-

sociated Press reporter saw

23 bodies at Dhaka Medical

College and Hospital, but it

was not immediately clear

whether they all died Friday.

On Thursday, 22 others were

reported dead as protesting

students attempted to

“completely shut down” the

country. 

The U.S. Embassy in

Dhaka said Friday that re-

ports indicated “hundreds

to possibly thousands” were

injured across Bangladesh.

It said the situation was “ex-

tremely volatile.”

Bangladeshi authorities

haven’t shared any official

numbers of those killed and

injured. 

Officials said the curfew

was to quell further violence

after police and protesters

clashed in the streets and at

university campuses in

Dhaka and other cities

across the South Asian

country. 

Authorities blocked on-

line communications by

banning mobile and internet

services. Several TV news

channels went off the air,

and the websites of most lo-

cal newspapers were down.

Meanwhile, some key gov-

ernment websites, including

Bangladesh’s central bank

and the prime minister’s of-

fice, appeared to have been

hacked and defaced.

Local media also re-

ported that some 800 in-

mates fled a prison in Nars-

ingdi, a district north of the

capital, after protesters

stormed the facility and set

it on fire Friday. 

The chaos highlights

cracks in Bangladesh’s gov-

ernance and economy and

the frustration of youths

who lack good jobs upon

graduation. They also repre-

sent the biggest challenge to

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina since she won a

fourth consecutive term in

office after January’s elec-

tions, boycotted by the main

opposition groups.

Protesters argue the

quota system is discrimi-

natory and benefits sup-

porters of Hasina, whose

Awami League party led the

independence movement,

saying it should be replaced

with a merit-based system.

Hasina has defended the

quota system, saying that

veterans deserve the highest

respect for their contrib-

utions in the war against Pa-

kistan, regardless of their

political affiliation.

Representatives from

both sides met late Friday in

an attempt to reach a resolu-

tion. At least three student

leaders were present and de-

manded the reform of the

current quota system, the

reopening of student dormi-

tories shut by the police af-

ter the clashes and for some

university officials to step

down after failing to protect

campuses from the violence.

Law Minister Anisul Huq

said late Friday that the gov-

ernment was open to dis-

cussing their demands.

The main opposition

Bangladesh Nationalist

Party, or BNP, has backed

the protests, vowing Friday

to organize its own demon-

strations as many of its sup-

porters joined the students’

protests. 

However, BNP said in a

statement its followers were

not responsible for the vi-

olence and denied the ruling

party’s accusations of using

the protests for political

gains.

The Awami League and

the BNP have often accused

each other of fueling politi-

cal chaos and violence, most

recently ahead of the coun-

try’s national election, which

was marred by a crackdown

on several opposition fig-

ures. Hasina’s government

had accused the opposition

party of attempting to dis-

rupt the vote. 

In 2018, the government

halted the job quotas after

mass student protests. But

in June, Bangladesh’s High

Court nullified that decision

and reinstated the quotas

after relatives of 1971 veter-

ans filed petitions. The

Supreme Court suspended

the ruling, pending an ap-

peal hearing, and said in a

statement it will take up the

issue Sunday.

Hasina has called on pro-

testers to wait for the court’s

verdict.

Associated Press writers

Alam and Saaliq reported

from Dhaka and New Delhi,

respectively.

Bangladesh imposes ‘shoot-on-sight’ curfew after protests 

STUDENTS in Dhaka, Bangladesh, clash with police Thursday during a protest over a quota system for gov-
ernment jobs. The violence, which began Tuesday, continued Friday and left scores dead and hundreds injured.

Rajib Dhar Associated Press

By Julhas Alam

and Sheikh Saaliq
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Joe C. Wen’s $50 Million Gift

Means More Opportunity and

Better Health for All
UC Irvine extends our deepest gratitude to Joe C. Wen and his family. Their ongoing

support, including a recent $50million gift, means a major leap forward in educational

opportunities and healthcare excellence in Orange County. This is the largest

gift to UC Irvine by a donor under age 50 and the first naming gift of a University

of California school after a Taiwanese American. In recognition of theWen family’s

commitment to advancing health equity, UC Irvine announces the newly created

Joe C. Wen School of Population & Public Health. In honor of Joe C. Wen’s parents,

the Division of Cardiology in the School of Medicine is now named theMary & Steve

Wen Cardiovascular Division. And in memory of Wen’s grandfather, we are pleased to

establish the Tsai Ya Au Heart & Vascular Pavilion at UCI Medical Center.

Thank you, Wen family, for believing in our mission to transform

healthcare and create better lives for all.

To learn more, visit brilliantfuture.uci.edu.
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KYIV, Ukraine — A
Ukrainian former lawmaker
best known for her crusade
to promote the Ukrainian
language has died after be-
ing shot in the street by an
unknown assailant.

Iryna Farion, 60, initially
survived the assault in the
western city of Lviv on Fri-
day, but died from her
wounds in a hospital. A
search is underway for her
attacker, who fled from the
scene. Ukrainian officials
said the attack is being
treated as an assassination.

“All available surveil-
lance cameras are being
worked on, witness inter-
views are ongoing and sev-
eral districts are being sur-
veyed. All leads are being in-
vestigated, including the
one that leads to Russia,”
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said on
his official Telegram chan-
nel Saturday.

“All necessary forces
from the National Police of
Ukraine and the Ukrainian
Security Service have been
deployed to search for the
criminal.”

Farion served as a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian Parlia-
ment between 2012 and 2014,
and was best known for her
campaigns to promote the
use of the Ukrainian lan-
guage by Ukrainian officials
who spoke Russian. She
controversially criticized
Russian-speaking members
of Ukraine’s Azov regiment
who defended the port city
of Mariupol in the first days
of the full-scale invasion.

Police are considering
“personal animosity”
toward Farion over her so-
cial and political activities as
a likely motive behind the at-
tack, said Interior Minister
Ihor Klymenko, who will
oversee the investigation in
Lviv.

Elsewhere in Ukraine, at
least two people were killed
and three more injured after
a Russian missile strike on
infrastructure in the coun-
try’s northeastern Kharkiv
region, Gov. Oleh Synie-
hubov said Saturday.

Ukrainian officials also
confirmed that the death
toll following a Russian
strike Friday on the city of
Mykolaiv had risen to four. A
child was among the victims,
said the city’s mayor, Olek-
sandr Sienkevych.

Writing about the Myko-
laiv strike on social media,
Zelensky said that a projec-
tile had hit a playground
next to an apartment block.

“Russia proves every day
with its terror that ‘pressure’
is not enough,” he said. “This
destruction of life must be
stopped. We need new solu-
tions to support our de-
fenses. Russia must feel the
power of the world.”

Ukraine’s air force said
Saturday that Russia had
launched four missiles and
17 drones overnight, of which
13 drones had been shot
down. 

The attacks have left
thousands of people without
power or running water in
the Poltava region of central
Ukraine, Gov. Filip Pronin
said. Russia has continually
targeted energy infrastruc-
ture, leading to blackouts
across Ukraine.

A pulverizing Russian
onslaught in recent months
has forced Ukrainian troops
to withdraw from some
towns and villages in the
eastern Donetsk region. 

The latest targets are the
mining town of Toretsk and
the city of Pokrovsk, where
Russia is stepping up its as-
saults. Ukrainian forces re-
pelled 20 and 27 attacks on
those areas, respectively,
over 24 hours, Ukraine’s
General Staff said Friday.
That was almost double the
number of assaults recorded
at other hot spots along the
front line, it said. 

Russia’s Defense Min-
istry announced Saturday
that it had shot down 26
Ukrainian drones over Rus-
sia’s southern Rostov re-
gion, several hundred miles
from the front line. Three
more drones were destroyed
over the Belgorod region, as
well as one over the
Smolensk region, it said. No
casualties were reported.

Former
Ukrainian
lawmaker
killed in
shooting

Death is investigated
as assassination while
airstrikes continue.

associated press
ASPEN, Colo. — Ukraine

is on its way to being able to
“stand on its own feet” mili-
tarily, Secretary of State An-
tony J. Blinken said Friday,
noting that more than 20
other countries have
pledged to maintain their
own military and financial
aid to the country even if the
U.S. withdraws its support
under a different president.

The comments marked
the first time Blinken has di-
rectly addressed in public
the possibility that former
President Trump could win
the November election and
back away from current
commitments to Ukraine.
The U.S., under President
Biden, has been the most
important supporter of
Ukraine in its more than

two-year battle against in-
vading Russian forces. 

Trump’s public com-
ments have sometimes criti-
cized and at other times
backed U.S. support for
Ukraine’s defense. 

His running mate, Ohio’s
Sen. J.D. Vance, has been a
leader of Republican efforts
to block billions in U.S. mili-
tary and financial assistance
to Ukraine since Russia in-
vaded in 2022. 

As Trump’s campaign
surges and Biden’s falters,
Ukraine and its supporters
have grown increasingly
concerned that the country
could lose vital U.S. support.

Trump and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky spoke on the phone Fri-
day.

“I noted the vital biparti-
san and bicameral Ameri-
can support for protecting
our nation’s freedom and in-
dependence,” Zelensky
wrote on X, saying he and
Trump had agreed “to dis-
cuss at a personal meeting
what steps can make peace
fair and truly lasting.”

Trump said on his social
media platform that it was

“a very good phone call” and
that he appreciated Zelen-
sky’s outreach. 

The former president
promised to “bring peace to
the world and end the war
that has cost so many lives
and devastated countless
innocent families,” and said
“both sides will be able to
come together and negoti-
ate a deal that ends the vi-
olence and paves a path for-
ward to prosperity.”

Blinken said Friday that
any new U.S. administration
would have to take into ac-
count Congress’ strong bi-
partisan backing for
Ukraine to counter Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
attempts to expand
Moscow’s territory and in-
fluence.

“Every administration
has an opportunity, of
course, to set its own policy.
We can’t lock in the future,”
Blinken said to an audience
of U.S. policymakers and
others at the Aspen Security
Forum in Colorado.

But he pointed to the se-
curity agreements that the
U.S. and more than 20 other
allies — including Japan and

the European Union — had
signed at a NATO summit in
Washington this month.

“Were we to renege on
that ... I suppose that’s pos-
sible, but happily we’ve got
another 20 some-odd coun-
tries that are doing the same
thing,” Blinken said.

Ukraine itself was on a
trajectory to ensure it
“stands on its own feet mili-
tarily, economically, demo-
cratically,” he said.

Ukrainian Foreign Min-

ister Dmytro Kuleba made
similar appeals to the inter-
national community Friday
during an online question-
and-answer session on so-
cial media site Reddit. He
emphasized Kyiv’s willing-
ness to work with whichever
party wins the U.S. presi-
dential election.

“I believe any U.S. admin-
istration should respect
three features that make
Ukraine different from other
partners of America who
had sought its support,” he
said, listing them:

“We never asked U.S.
troops to fight and die for
Ukraine, we only requested
weapons and support to our
economy,” he said. “We ne-
ver intended to rely on for-
eign aid indefinitely, and this
is why we are reforming our
economy and tripled domes-
tic weapon production last
year and plan to increase it
sixfold this year. And we are
fully transparent in using
the U.S. assistance.”

Knickmeyer writes for the
Associated Press. Times
staff contributed to this
report.

Blinken addresses possibility of U.S.
ending aid to Kyiv if Trump prevails

UKRAINE has other
allies and can soon stand
“on its own feet” against
Russia, Blinken asserts.

Jose Luis Magana Associated Press

First such comments
from Biden’s secretary
of State come as GOP
nominee speaks with
Zelensky by phone.

By Ellen Knickmeyer

TALLINN, Estonia — Ar-
rests of Americans in Russia
have become increasingly
common with relations sink-
ing to Cold War-like lows. 

U.S. citizens jailed on var-
ious charges in the country
include a vacationing corpo-
rate security executive and a
dual national visiting her
family in Tatarstan. 

Wall Street Journal re-
porter Evan Gershkovich
was convicted of espionage
Friday and sentenced to 16
years in prison in a trial that
his employer and the U.S.
government denounced as a
sham. 

Washington accuses
Moscow of using U.S. citi-
zens as bargaining chips, but
Russia insists they all broke
the law.

High-profile prisoner
exchanges have occurred in
the past, but the prospects
of further swaps are unclear,
and so is the overall number
of those in Russian custody.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment strongly advises
American citizens not to
travel to Russia.

Who are some of the
known prisoners?

Evan Gershkovich —
The 32-year-old Wall Street
Journal reporter who was
convicted Friday was de-
tained on a reporting trip in
March 2023 in the city of
Yekaterinburg. Russia
alleges Gershkovich was
“gathering secret informa-
tion” at the CIA’s behest
about a facility that pro-
duces and repairs military
equipment. It provided no
evidence to support the
accusations. Gershkovich,
his employer and the U.S.
government deny the
charges. 

Ksenia Khavana —
Khavana, 33, of Los Angeles,
was arrested in
Yekaterinburg in February
on treason charges, accused
of collecting money for
Ukraine’s military. Inde-
pendent Russian news
outlet Mediazona identified
her by her maiden name of
Karelina and said she had
U.S. citizenship after marry-
ing an American. She re-
turned to Russia from Los
Angeles to visit family. The
rights group the First De-
partment said the charges
stem from a $51 donation to
a U.S. charity that helps
Ukraine.

Paul Whelan — The

54-year-old corporate secu-
rity executive from Michi-
gan was arrested in 2018 in
Moscow, where he was
attending a friend’s wed-
ding. He was convicted two
years later of espionage and
sentenced to 16 years in
prison. He maintains his
innocence, saying the
charges were fabricated.

Michael Travis Leake —
The musician was convicted
on drug charges Thursday
and sentenced to 13 years in
prison. An Instagram page
describes him as the singer
for the band Lovi Noch
(Seize the Night). Court
officials have said he is a
former paratrooper. 

Marc Fogel — The
teacher was sentenced to 14
years in prison on drug
charges. The Interfax news
agency said Fogel taught at
the Anglo-American School
in Moscow and had worked
at the U.S. Embassy. He was
arrested in 2021. 

Gordon Black — The
34-year-old staff sergeant
stationed at Ft. Cavazos,
Texas, was convicted in
June in Vladivostok of steal-
ing and making threats
against his girlfriend, and
was sentenced to three
years and nine months in
prison. He had flown to
Russia from his U.S. mili-

tary post in South Korea
without authorization and
was arrested in May after
she accused him of stealing
from her, according to U.S.
and Russian authorities.

Robert Woodland —
Woodland, a dual national,
was convicted of drug
trafficking this month and
sentenced to 121⁄2 years in
prison. Russian media
reported his name matches
a U.S. citizen interviewed in
2020 who said he was born in
the Perm region in 1991 and
adopted by an American
couple at age 2. He said he
traveled to Russia to find his
mother and eventually met
her on a TV show. 

Alsu Kurmasheva —
Kurmasheva, a dual U.S.-
Russian national, was ar-
rested in 2023 in her home-
town of Kazan. The Prague-
based editor for the U.S.
government-funded Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liber-
ty’s Tatar-Bashkir service
was visiting her ailing
mother. She faces multiple
charges, including not self-
reporting as a “foreign
agent” and spreading false
information about the Rus-
sian military. The Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists
called the accusations “spu-
rious.” 

David Barnes — An

engineer from Texas,
Barnes was arrested while
visiting his sons in Russia,
where their mother had
taken them. His supporters
say the woman made base-
less claims of sexual abuse
that already had been dis-
credited by Texas investiga-
tors, but he was convicted in
Russia anyway and sen-
tenced to 21 years in prison.

Robert Gilman — Iden-
tified in the media as a
former U.S. Marine, Gilman
was arrested in 2022 on
allegations that he as-
saulted a police officer,
convicted and sentenced to
41⁄2 years in prison. The
sentence was reduced to 31⁄2

years on appeal. This year,
Gilman is facing new
charges of disrupting the
work of a penitentiary facil-
ity and assaulting an inves-
tigator. 

Eugene Spector — A
Russian-born U.S. citizen in
prison on a bribery convic-
tion, Spector in 2023 faced
new charges of espionage,
although details of the
accusations are unclear.
Spector, a former executive
at a medical equipment
company in Russia, was
sentenced to 31⁄2 years in
prison in 2022 on allegations
that he enabled bribes to an
aide to former Deputy

Prime Minister Arkady
Dvorkovich.

Is U.S. negotiating
their release?

Gershkovich and Whelan
have gotten the most atten-
tion, with the State Depart-
ment designating both as
wrongfully detained. The
designation is applied to
only a small subset of
Americans jailed by foreign
countries.

Those cases go to a spe-
cial State Department
envoy for hostage affairs,
who tries to negotiate their
release.

The U.S. successfully
negotiated swaps in 2022 for
WNBA star Brittney Griner
and Marine veteran Trevor
Reed — both designated as
wrongfully detained. Mos-
cow got arms dealer Viktor
Bout, who was serving a
25-year sentence, and pilot
Konstantin Yaroshenko,
serving 20 years for cocaine
trafficking.

It is unclear whether
negotiations are in the
works for all American
citizens behind bars in
Russia.

What are prospects
of prisoner swaps?

In December, the State
Department said it had
made a significant offer for
Gershkovich and Whelan
but Russia rejected it.

Officials did not give
details. Russian President
Vladimir Putin, asked about
releasing Gershkovich,
pointed to a man impris-
oned by a U.S. ally for “liqui-
dating a bandit” who had
allegedly killed Russian
soldiers in Chechnya.

That appeared to refer to
Vadim Krasikov, serving a
life sentence in Germany in
2021 for the killing of Ze-
limkhan “Tornike” Khang-
oshvili, a Georgian citizen of
Chechen descent.

Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov on Wednesday said
the “special services” of
Washington and Moscow
were discussing an ex-
change. Russian officials
have always indicated no
exchange could come before
a verdict.

Associated Press writers
Litvinova reported from
Tallinn and Tucker from
Washington. Times staff
contributed to this report.

Can jailed Americans in Russia win release?
Arrests have become increasingly common as
bilateral relations sink to Cold War-like lows

By Dasha Litvinova and Eric Tucker

CLOCKWISE from top left, Evan Gershkovich, Paul Whelan, Gordon Black,
Robert Woodland, Alsu Kurmasheva and Ksenia Khavana are detained in Russia. 

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Chi-
nese authorities say at least
11 people have died and 30
are missing in the partial col-
lapse of a highway bridge in
the north-central part of the
country following heavy
rains and flooding. A similar
number are missing to the

southwest after dozens of
houses were destroyed by
storms.

The official Xinhua News
Agency said five vehicles
that fell off the bridge have
been recovered after the
structure in Shaanxi prov-
ince crumbled Friday night.
A photo released by Xinhua
showed a section of the
bridge snapped and folded
down at almost a 90-degree
angle into the rushing brown
water below.

It said rescue operations
were ongoing Saturday in
the province’s Zhashui
county, with some 20 cars

and 30 people still missing.
In Sichuan province to

the southwest, an estimated
30 people were missing and
around 40 houses wrecked in
flooding and storms, Xinhua
reported. It said roads,
bridges and communication
networks in hardest-hit
Hanyuan county had been
damaged or knocked out
and that rescue teams had
been working since before
dawn to restore communica-
tions and transport connec-
tions. 

As its economy boomed
in recent decades, China
built a huge network of high-

ways, high-speed railways
and airports, most of which
have helped fuel further
growth. 

However, a dramatic de-
cline in that economic ex-
pansion, the poor-quality in-
frastructure, poor safety su-
pervision and a desire to cut
corners by industries look-
ing to save money have led to
a steady stream of deadly ac-
cidents. 

Some of China’s more in-
land provinces are particu-
larly prone to flooding and
landslides due to their
mountainous landscapes
and the powerful rivers that

run through them. 
Mining, tourism and ris-

ing urbanization have also
disturbed a precarious bal-
ance with the natural envi-
ronment that had been sus-
tained over thousands of
years. 

Shaanxi is best known as
one of the fulcrums of Chi-
nese civilization, from which
emerged the first emperor,
Qin Shi Huangdi, who left
the famed terracotta army
as his legacy outside the
capital Xi’an as part of a vast
tomb complex that attracts
massive numbers of visitors
each year.

11 dead and 30 missing after bridge collapses in China
Storms and flooding
also leave 30 more
unaccounted for in a
nearby province.

associated press
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THE NATION 

WASHINGTON — For-
mer President Obama has a
delicate balance to strike:
how to weigh the mounting
opposition to President Bid-
en continuing his reelection
campaign with his loyalty to
his former vice president. 

In recent calls from
Democratic congressional
leaders, governors and key
donors, Obama has indi-
cated he shares their unease
about the campaign’s pro-
spects following Biden’s 
calamitous June 27 debate
performance against his 
Republican rival, Donald
Trump, according to several
people familiar with the
matter who requested ano-
nymity to discuss the private
conversations.

But, they said, even as
Obama has listened to
Democrats’ concerns, he
has insisted that the deci-
sion to remain in the race is
Biden’s to make. 

Obama finds himself
navigating through one of
the most delicate political
challenges for Democrats
since President Clinton’s im-
peachment, with much
higher stakes. It’s a moment
that requires Obama to en-
gage as a party elder and an
honest broker for Demo-
crats seeking advice — while
avoiding being seen as be-
traying Biden.

“President Obama has to
and wants to play the role of
statesman, above the politi-
cal fray, that former presi-
dents have traditionally
played,” said Matt Bennett,
who served as a vice presi-
dential aide to Al Gore and is
now an executive vice presi-
dent at the Democratic-

leaning group Third Way.
“He also wants to remain a
credible sounding board for
President Biden. If he takes
a public position, that ends
it.”

Obama’s relationship
with Biden started as a mar-
riage of political conven-
ience when he picked the
veteran Delaware senator in
2008 to be his running mate.
When they served in the Sen-
ate together, the two were
not close.

It was a selection made in
part to quiet concerns about
Obama’s relative inexperi-
ence — he’d not yet served
four years in the Senate —
and to make white Demo-
crats more comfortable with
casting their ballots for the
prospective first Black pres-
ident. The pragmatic rela-
tionship eventually evolved
into a true partnership and
friendship. 

Julián Castro, who
served as Housing and Ur-
ban Development secretary
under Obama, said that he
hasn’t been privy to the pri-
vate talks Obama has had
about Biden in recent days,

but that it is crucial for “re-
spected, trusted elders
within the party” to speak
clearly to the president
about the headwinds Demo-
crats will face if he stays in
the race. 

“Whether it’s President
Obama, former President
Clinton, Secretary Clinton, I
think their most important
role, at this point, is helping
to ensure that we have a suc-
cessful November,” said Cas-
tro, who sought the Demo-
cratic presidential nomina-
tion against Biden in 2020
and has recently called on
him to end his current candi-
dacy.

Obama’s concerns have
surfaced as former House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of San
Francisco presented polling
to Biden that she argued
shows he probably can’t de-
feat Trump again. Other in-
fluential Democrats, includ-
ing Senate Majority Leader
Charles E. Schumer and
House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries, both of New
York, have also sent signals
of concern about Biden’s po-
litical viability.

Meanwhile, among
Democratic voters surveyed
nationwide, nearly two-
thirds say Biden should step
aside and let the party nomi-
nate someone else, accord-
ing to a recent AP-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Re-
search poll. 

That sharply undercuts
Biden’s post-debate claim
that “average Democrats”
are still with him even if
some “big names” are turn-
ing on him.

The president is relying
largely on longtime aides as
he weighs whether to bow to
pressure to step aside. He
has remained publicly in-
sistent that he’s the Demo-
crat best-positioned to beat
Trump. 

Campaign officials say
Biden has been even more
committed to staying in the
race as the calls for him to
quit have grown. But there is
also time for him to recon-
sider — a brief opening for
party leaders trying to plot
his exit.

Obama has been taking
more calls than he’s been
making on the matter, and

sees protecting Biden and
his legacy as his top concern,
according to those familiar
with his thinking. Publicly,
he has largely remained
silent about Biden’s political
tailspin.

In the calls with allies,
Obama has been protective
of the president, and has in-
dicated he doesn’t think it
would be productive to take
a stronger stance himself —
publicly or even privately —
according to people familiar
with the matter.

Obama is also mindful of
lingering tension over the
2016 presidential race, which
some in the former presi-
dent’s senior staff had urged
Biden not to enter.

In his memoir “Promise
Me, Dad,” Biden wrote
about a 2015 lunch with
Obama, just months after
son Beau Biden had died of
cancer. 

Obama, Biden recalled,
asked whether he would run
to succeed him. Biden said
he told Obama that he was
not ready to make up his
mind, but that if he decided
to run he would do it in time
to be viable. “The president
was not encouraging,” he
wrote.

As Biden was pondering
whether to run, Obama also
urged him to sit down with
David Plouffe, an architect
of Obama’s winning 2008
campaign. 

When he did, Plouffe
made it clear to Biden that
he would face an uphill climb
against Vermont’s Sen.
Bernie Sanders and former
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, who would go on to
win the Democratic nomina-
tion.

Since last month’s de-
bate, more than 20 Demo-
cratic lawmakers have
called on Biden to exit. He’s
also facing stinging criticism
from prominent alumni of
the Obama White House, in-
cluding a group of senior
aides that host the popular
podcast “Pod Save America”
and former senior advisor
and CNN analyst David Ax-
elrod.

“There have always been
two Joe Bidens. The
empathetic, decent, big-
hearted leader, forged in loss
and grief, finding the good in
his friends and opponents,
in love with America, arms
wide and open with space for
everyone,” Jon Lovett, a for-
mer Obama speechwriter
and “Pod Save America” co-
host, wrote recently on the
social media site X. “And
there’s the blowhard with a
chip on his shoulder, stub-
born, something to prove,
his fellow senators rolling
their eyes as the finger wags
harder and the stories get
longer. Statesman and poli-
tician, hero and fool.”

In an interview with BET
last week, Biden maintained
that he still had plenty of
time to right his campaign.

Obama’s concerns are
surfacing as many Demo-
crats believe time is running
out to get Biden to leave the
race, with the Democratic
National Convention just
weeks away.

But Biden and Obama,
as they try to find their way
through this moment, seem
flummoxed by the weight of
legacy and tradition, said
Edward Frantz, a presi-
dential historian at the Uni-
versity of Indianapolis.

In nearly eight years out
of office, he said, Obama has
largely maintained the post-
presidency tradition of pred-
ecessors who have sought to
avoid wading deeply into
politics. 

Biden, meanwhile, seems
deeply aware that history
often hasn’t judged one-
term presidencies kindly,
Frantz said.

“Both Biden and Obama
have legacy on their minds,
and they have to juggle that
along with duty to party and
country,” he said. “To step
away knowingly and will-
ingly? Few have done so.”

Madhani, Weissert and
Miller write for the
Associated Press. AP
writers Lisa Mascaro and
Mike Balsamo contributed
to this report.

Obama seeking balance in Biden dilemma

FORMER President Obama reportedly shares unease about the electability of his
old partner, whom he awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2017.

Susan Walsh Associated Press

Ex-president juggles
loyalty to his friend
and former VP with
Democrats’ deepening
election worries. 

By Aamer Madhani,

Will Weissert 

and Zeke Miller
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vestigative case file — shows

investigators relentlessly

pursued a probe focused on

supposedly stolen records

and document leaks.

The criminal investiga-

tion began soon after Vil-

lanueva took office, when his

transition team noticed “ab-

normalities” while reviewing

personnel records, accord-

ing to the report. 

In early 2019, the sheriff ’s

chief of staff asked internal

criminal investigators to

look into it, and in 2021 the

department sent the case

file to state prosecutors. 

One prong of the investi-

gation focused on Hunts-

man’s concerns that some

personnel files, including

Villanueva’s, were being

kept secret from oversight

officials. The department

eventually agreed to turn

them over, only to investi-

gate Huntsman for obtain-

ing them, the report shows.

The investigation also in-

cluded allegations that over-

sight officials, as well as the

former LASD constitutional

policing advisor, Diana

Teran, stole records of Villa-

nueva and his top associ-

ates.

Oversight officials have

said they were entitled to ac-

cess confidential personnel

files as part of their jobs, and

there is no evidence in the re-

port that any of the files,

downloaded in 2018, were

leaked to the media or im-

properly used.

The meandering report

likens the alleged theft of

Sheriff ’s Department per-

sonnel records to pilfering

from a McDonald’s charita-

ble donation box or stealing

the recipe for Coca-Cola. 

In some instances, the re-

port points to the number or

frequency of downloads as

evidence of wrongdoing. In

one case, an oversight offi-

cial’s decision to search

eight files in one day is

framed as a possible crimi-

nal violation.

Because of the unusual

nature of the case, at one

point lawyers for the county

sought an outside legal opin-

ion. Retired federal prose-

cutor Lawrence Middleton

warned them in 2020 that

the department could be

“putting its employees in

jeopardy by pursuing a crim-

inal investigation that, in my

view, is not legally viable.”

The last time the depart-

ment “decided to investigate

its investigators,” Middleton

continued, it “did not end

well for the department.”

That was an apparent refer-

ence to a decade-old scandal

in which Sheriff Lee Baca

and other top officials were

convicted in a scheme to ob-

struct an FBI investigation

of abuses in county jails.

The Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment dismissed Middleton’s

legal opinion, characterizing

it in its report as a “clear 

and unambiguous threat”

against those doing the in-

vestigating. 

The department recently

confirmed that its investiga-

tion is now closed and said

there was “no additional in-

formation” to release.

“Our current administra-

tion operates distinctively

from its predecessor,” the

department wrote in an

emailed statement. “Actions

taken in prior administra-

tions do not reflect our cur-

rent policies or practices.”

In an emailed response

Thursday, Villanueva said,

“we never presented the

case to feds or the state,

merely asked for their assist-

ance.” He did not respond to

specific questions, accused a

reporter of a crime and said

lawyers for the county had

been “trying to obstruct the

case at every step.” 

The state Department of

Justice said it was “unable to

comment on investigations,

closed or open.”

::

Peace officer personnel

records historically have

been tightly protected from

disclosure under state law

and department policy. But

a long-standing written

agreement between the de-

partment and the Office of

Inspector General permits

oversight officials to review

certain confidential files as

part of their duties, which in-

clude monitoring deputy

disciplinary cases, shoot-

ings and jail conditions. 

In the fall of 2018, Office of

Inspector General attorney

Bita Shasty noticed that a

case file she’d seen before

seemed to have vanished.

She emailed Teran — then at

the Sheriff ’s Department —

to ask if she remembered the

case or knew why the file

wouldn’t show up.

“It’s really weird,” Shasty

wrote. “I am trying to see if

you tried to pull up the case if

it will come up for you.

Please let me know.”

About 20 minutes later,

Teran explained that the file

might not be visible if it had

been marked private for a

“sensitive” investigation. “If

it is private to IAB [internal

affairs] it is so others in the

department can’t pull it up,”

she wrote, “but I am sure

they are good with OIG hav-

ing [a] copy.” 

The following day, the re-

port said, a higher-ranking

oversight official spoke with

LASD Internal Affairs Bu-

reau Capt. Josie Woolum

about the hidden files.

Woolum later emailed her

assistant to recap the con-

versation, explaining that

she’d told the Office of In-

spector General there were

54 “Private to IAB” files and

that there was no formal

process to decide which ones

would be marked private.

“Any executive, or I, can

decide to do so for a number

of business reasons,” she

wrote.

A day later, Huntsman

sent a letter to then-Sheriff

Jim McDonnell to say he

hadn’t known the depart-

ment could obscure such

files from oversight officials.

He said he understood that

the agreement signed years

earlier gave oversight offi-

cials complete access to de-

partment personnel re-

cords, and that hiding files

was “contrary to the intent”

of the agreement.

“I request that you pro-

vide the Office of the Inspec-

tor General complete and

full access,” he added.

For the next few weeks,

officials went back and forth

about the files. Finally, in

late November 2018, the re-

port says, Huntsman

emailed Teran and his No. 2,

Dan Baker, about the re-

cords.

“Diana has permission

from the sheriff [McDon-

nell] to give us the files we

seek,” he wrote. “Please pro-

vide her a hard drive so she

can download them.”

Teran responded: “Just

to be clear, I was only author-

ized to provide the files in

closed cases, not pending.”

Citing unspecified “vari-

ous laws,” the report alleges

that even as sheriff, McDon-

nell didn’t have the author-

ity to allow the sharing of

those files. At one point, the

report says that when inves-

tigators tried to interview

McDonnell, he invoked his

5th Amendment right

against self-incrimination.

Elsewhere, the report

says that it wasn’t clear if he

invoked that right or “simply

didn’t want to cooperate.”

McDonnell — whose admin-

istration had long been a tar-

get of Villanueva’s criticism

— declined to comment. 

In early December 2018 —

after several weeks of emails,

calls and meetings between

oversight and sheriff ’s offi-

cials — Woolum sent the files

to Baker. Even though the

department had ultimately

turned over the records will-

ingly, the report alleges that

Woolum had been “duped”

but didn’t provide any evi-

dence of that.

In an interview Thurs-

day, Woolum said “there’s no

way I would’ve been duped.”

“If I provided any infor-

mation to OIG or any other

outside entity, it would’ve

been within the normal

scope of business, or it would

have been at the direction of

someone above me,” she

added. 

She didn’t remember

specific details about the ex-

change of files, but said she

was never interviewed by the

detective, Mark Lillienfeld,

at the time. “That is a huge

piece that is missing,” she

said. “It’s basic investigation

101. He missed a great oppor-

tunity to get the facts.”

In an emailed statement

last week, the department

said that under Sheriff

Robert Luna, oversight offi-

cials have full access to the

agency’s personnel data-

base, including files marked

private.

::

At that point, McDonnell

was no longer sheriff; Villa-

nueva had been sworn into

office two days earlier. In the

weeks before he took the

helm of the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment, some officials — in-

cluding Huntsman — had

begun to worrythe new sher-

iff would destroy or alter re-

cords. 

That concern was exacer-

bated when Villanueva’s in-

coming chief of staff re-

quested that Chief Alicia

Ault — who oversaw the de-

partment’s professional

standards division — rein-

state a fired deputy and alter

his disciplinary record. Ault

said in a deposition in a civil

case that she was told he

wanted it done before Villa-

nueva took office so it would

appear to have been done by

McDonnell’s administra-

tion. 

Ault quit over what she

described at the time as a

“highly unethical” demand.

“Our reason for getting

those files was, in part, to be

sure the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment complied with the

law,” Huntsman told The

Times this month. “We were

concerned that there might

be an attempt to alter gov-

ernment records, and we

wanted to obtain a copy so

that we would be able to pro-

vide proof to anybody later.”

In 2018, department offi-

cials created a secret audit

tool that would allow them

to track who accessed per-

sonnel files — including out-

side oversight officials.

Over the next 11 months,

the sheriff ’s report says, that

auditing tool showed that

Office of Inspector General

officials downloaded an “ex-

traordinary number” of

items — 1,500 — from the de-

partment’s database of per-

sonnel files. Huntsman said

that number was not sur-

prising “because that was

precisely our job.”

According to the report,

Shasty accessed the files of

nine current or former sher-

iff ’s officials on Nov. 28, 2018.

In the following days, she re-

viewed more files, and on

Dec. 1, she downloaded doz-

ens of cases involving people

Villanueva was planning to

promote or rehire. Shasty

downloaded or accessed

some of those same person-

nel files again on Jan. 2.

This engendered suspi-

cion among Sheriff ’s De-

partment investigators, ac-

cording to their report. 

There was “no reason-

able or legitimate explana-

tion” for Shasty to query cer-

tain files because she had

looked them up a month ear-

lier, the report said. In an-

other instance, the report

states that none of the peo-

ple whose files Shasty ac-

cessed was under “any type

of investigation” at the time,

making it a violation of the

memorandum of agreement

to access them, as well as a

violation of California gov-

ernment code and “likely”

California bar ethics rules.

Shasty declined to com-

ment.

The report doesn’t pre-

sent any clear allegations

that the records Shasty ac-

cessed were misused or

leaked.

Teran, meanwhile, down-

loaded dozens of case files

on at least three separate oc-

casions, including on June 5,

2018, the day of the primary

election, and Dec. 2, 2018, her

last day working for the

Sheriff ’s Department, ac-

cording to the report.

The report equates the

file downloads to the theft of

“trade secrets,” arguing that

the “economic value” to

news reporters who ob-

tained them would be “incal-

culable.”

“If disclosed or published

contrary to law, for a non-

legitimate purpose, (to sell

newspapers or gain viewers

to a website or broadcast)

these files and the informa-

tion they contain could

cause irreparable harm, to

not only the subject whose

personnel file was breached

but victims, witnesses, in-

formants, and other stake-

holders in the criminal jus-

tice system,” the report says.

The report presents no

evidence that any of the

downloads was shared with

the media or improperly

made public.

Even though California

Atty. Gen. Rob Bonta even-

tually rejected the case the

Sheriff ’s Department sent

him, this year he charged

Teran in a separate case fea-

turing similar allegations.

His office says the two are

unrelated.

In the new case, Bonta

has alleged that after Teran

left the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment and began working for

the L.A. County district at-

torney’s office, she illegally

used confidential records of

about 11 sheriff ’s deputies

when she flagged their

names for inclusion in a

database of problem offi-

cers. 

Teran’s attorney, James

Spertus, has said that his cli-

ent did nothing wrong and

that the records in question 

FORMER Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex Villanueva, pictured in January, told The Times by email on Thursday that “we never
presented the case to feds or the state, merely asked for their assistance.” He did not respond to specific questions.

Irfan Khan Los Angeles Times

A look inside department’s
secretive investigation into 

Alex Villanueva’s critics

INSPECTOR GENERAL Max Huntsman says it’s been disappointing to see
a department once eager to flaunt the case against him now so tight-lipped.

Irfan Khan Los Angeles Times

‘People got caught with
their hands in the cookie
jar. It turns out I was one of
22 employees, where their
files were illegally accessed
and downloaded.’

— ALEX VILLANUEVA,
in September 2020 on Facebook Live

[Investigation, from A1]



LATIMES.COM S SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024 A9

were already public in exist-
ing court filings.

::

After Villanueva took of-
fice, his transition team
started reviewing personnel
records to decide which dep-
uties to rehire and noticed
the “abnormalities” — lead-
ing to the investigation and
allegations that Teran had
downloaded confidential
personnel records.

Sheriff ’s Department in-
vestigators tried to figure
out whether any had been
leaked to the media by going
through more than 2,500
emails. The report says they
found none of the emails
contained unlawfully ob-
tained data.

In April 2019, the depart-
ment brought its findings to
the FBI and the state attor-
ney general’s office. Federal
and state officials concluded
no crimes had been
committed and told sheriff ’s
officials they wouldn’t take
on the investigation.

Still, Villanueva’s investi-
gators pressed ahead. 

By August, the internal
criminal investigators han-
dling the case had termi-
nated their inquiry and the
matter was turned over to
veteran department homi-
cide investigator Lillienfeld
— who had been rehired out
of retirement and became a
key member of a new public
corruption unit that critics
said targeted the sheriff ’s

political enemies.
But Lillienfeld had a

fraught history with the de-
partment. In 2018, after he
had retired and begun work-
ing for the district attorney’s
office, sheriff ’s officials
banned him from all county
lockups because he was
caught on camera posing as
a deputy and sneaking into
Men’s Central Jail. 

The Times first reported
the story in October 2019, as
Lillienfeld’s investigation
began ramping up. He did
not respond to a request to
comment from The Times
last week. 

At some point the investi-
gation expanded beyond its
initial line of inquiry into
Teran’s downloads and be-
gan probing other questions
— both about the “Private to
IAB” files and about a list of
problem deputies leaked to
a Los Angeles Times report-
er.

Meanwhile, Villanueva
said publicly that he had re-
cused himself from the mat-
ter and had put Undersheriff
Tim Murakami in charge of
the case. In August 2019, 
Murakami announced the
investigation in a letter to
the Board of Supervisors.

Despite the FBI’s prior
lack of interest in the case,
Lillienfeld and his lieutenant
met for two hours in October
2019 with FBI officials and
then-federal prosecutor
Brandon Fox to press their
case against Teran, Hunts-
man and others.

After hearing the allega-
tions, Fox told investigators
he felt there were clearly “no
violations of federal law pre-
sented” and asked the de-
tectives if they wanted a dec-
lination letter from his office,
according to a supplemental
report in the case file. The
sheriff ’s investigators de-
clined, saying in the report
they weren’t seeking an
opinion but instead advising
the FBI in case agents
wanted to take over the in-
vestigation, and ensuring
there was no conflict.

Then in March 2020, law-
yers for the county got the
opinion from Middleton.

He wrote that the percep-
tion that the investigation
was aimed at intimidating
and obstructing the Office of
Inspector General’s probe
into the department “will
only grow stronger if the in-
vestigation continues even
after the Department has
been advised that there
likely are no viable criminal
charges.”

The following month,
Murakami complained to
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice about the perceived
“threat” from Middleton. He
said he would shut down the
investigation if it was ham-
pering any work the FBI or
Department of Justice was
doing.

In a response, then-U.S.
Atty. Nicola Hanna said
Middleton was retired and
did not speak for his office.

“I unfortunately cannot

provide you with an advisory
opinion as to whether any
member of your Depart-
ment is violating obstruc-
tion of justice laws in carry-
ing out the investigation you
describe,” Hanna contin-
ued. 

That October, Lillienfeld
and another lieutenant met
with a special agent in
charge at the FBI, according
to another report in the case
file. The pair wanted to team
up or hand off all their mate-
rials to the FBI. The FBI
agent declined the offers.

The following year, in No-
vember 2021, the depart-
ment again sent the case to
Bonta’s office, describing it
as a “long-term criminal in-
quiry that began in 2017” and
had established “ample evi-
dence of unlawful conduct”
including theft, burglary, re-
ceiving stolen property and
other crimes. Despite the
previous lack of interest, in
early 2022 Bonta’s office re-
sponded with a short letter
agreeing to review the case.

This year state prose-
cutors formally declined to
file charges, according to a
three-sentence letter re-
viewed by The Times from
Chief Assistant Atty. Gen.
Lance Winters to Sheriff
Robert Luna.

“We have completed our
review, and we have declined
to file any charges,” Winters
wrote.

It’s unclear why it took
Bonta’s office more than two
years to reject it. In an

emailed statement Thurs-
day, the state Department of
Justice said only that it did a
“thorough investigation”
and ultimately “found insuf-
ficient evidence to warrant
criminal charges.”

::

It’s highly unusual for law
enforcement officials to
openly discuss ongoing cor-
ruption probes, especially
before there are charges
filed.

But throughout his term
as sheriff, Villanueva trum-
peted details of the case,
even though he claimed he’d
recused himself. 

“People got caught with
their hands in the cookie
jar,” he said in September
2020 on Facebook Live. “It
turns out I was one of 22 em-
ployees, where their files
were illegally accessed and
downloaded. When you il-
legally access them, that’s a
misdemeanor crime. When
you download them, and re-
move them, then it becomes
a felony. This happened
2,400 times.”

He went on to say: “These
files, as they were down-
loaded, they started appear-

ing in the media. Gee, I won-
der how.”

The long-running inves-
tigation, he said, has “just
led to a lot, and they keep
discovering more, they keep
investigating more. And I’m
not even part of that proc-
ess, definitely not, I have re-
cused myself.”

Lillienfeld left the de-
partment after Luna took of-
fice in late 2022. The depart-
ment has declined to answer
specific questions about the
probe, noting that the inves-
tigation took place under a
previous administration
and officials turned the mat-
ter over to the state in 2021. 

To Huntsman, it’s been
disappointing to see a de-
partment that was once so
eager to publicly flaunt the
case against him now so
tight-lipped about its con-
clusion.

“When the AG told LASD
they wouldn’t be prose-
cuting the inspector general,
LASD kept it a secret,” he
said. 

In fact, Huntsman add-
ed, he has never officially
been informed by the de-
partment or the attorney
general’s office that he’s no
longer a criminal suspect.

HUNTSMAN speaks to the media prior to a Civil-
ian Oversight Commission meeting in January.

Irfan Khan Los Angeles Times

‘Our reason for getting those files was, in part, to be sure
the Sheriff’s Department complied with the law.’

— MAX HUNTSMAN,
inspector general

have stood by the president
and dismissed those calls as
damaging and dangerous —
posing challenging ques-
tions for the party.

How much longer should
leaders push Biden to go?
Will it be possible to refocus
voters on the party’s accom-
plishments and core mes-
sage — that former Presi-
dent Trump represents an
existential threat to
democracy? Is Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris a better
candidate? Or anyone else?

Perhaps most impor-
tant: What is the party’s plan
for right now?

“That,” said one senior
House Democratic aide, “is
what we’re all trying to fig-
ure out.”

Party’s unity tested 
During an interview on

MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” on
Friday, Jen O’Malley Dillon,
Biden’s campaign chair, said
Biden was “absolutely” run-
ning.

O’Malley Dillon said the
campaign is “looking at
polling” and acknowledged
“some slippage in support”
since the debate. But she
said it was only “a small
movement” in a “hardened”
race where many Americans
are already decided —
meaning many were com-
mitted to Biden.

O’Malley Dillon said that
internal data from door-
knocking and other efforts
in battleground states have
shown that Biden is still a
contender.

Many leading Democrats
were making the opposite
case.

“Simply put,” Rep. Zoe
Lofgren (D-San José) wrote
in a letter to Biden released
Friday, “your candidacy is
on a trajectory to lose
the White House and poten-
tially impact crucial House
and Senate races down bal-
lot.”

Earlier in the week, a
polling memo by the Demo-
cratic firm BlueLabs Analyt-
ics found that alternative
candidates outperformed
Biden in a theoretical
matchup with Trump in
battleground states. An As-
sociated Press poll found
nearly two-thirds of
Democrats thought Biden
should withdraw.

Michael Kazin, a George-
town University history
professor and author of
“What It Took to Win: A His-
tory of the Democratic
Party,” said the divide be-
tween Biden loyalists and
dissenters presented a
unique challenge. 

“It’s a test of how strong
the party is in many ways,”
he said. “And not just how
strong it is, but how united it
is in believing that defeating

Trump is really critical.” 
Kazin said there is no

doubt Democratic leaders
can shift their support to a
new candidate. They just
need to decide if that’s
what they are going to do —
and before the party’s con-
vention next month in Chi-
cago.

A contested convention,
Kazin said, would be
“fraught with lots of perils”
— stirring fresh divisions
when the party can least af-
ford them.

“They have to have a
successful convention, one
way or the other,” Kazin

said. “Otherwise, they’re
doomed.”

If it’s Biden
Whether Biden will drop

out of the race is ultimately
up to one person: Joe Biden.
And if he stays the course,
party officials would have no
choice but to get on board,
political analysts said.

Kerry L. Haynie, a politi-
cal science professor at
Duke University, said a Bid-
en win in November will re-
quire all of the dissenters to
swiftly offer “a full-throated
endorsement of the cam-
paign,” and then to “work in

lockstep” to turn out the
vote and reframe the race
once more as a choice be-
tween “competent, honest
Joe” and a dangerous Don-
ald Trump. 

Democrats will have to
articulate well the idea that
Biden “has lost a step” with
age, but is “still capable, he’s
still doing the job,” Haynie
said.

Democratic leaders also
could emphasize that voting
for Biden ensures a Demo-
cratic administration — one
that will protect access to
abortion, take a humane
stance on immigration, ap-

point liberal judges and de-
fend organized labor,
LGBTQ+ people and other
groups.

But Andra Gillespie, a
political scientist at Emory
University, said Democrats
have to be careful with that
message given today’s politi-
cal atmosphere and distrust
in bureaucrats. 

“There are some people
who hear that and they
think ‘deep state,’ ” she said.
“It is compelling to some,
but it is repelling to others.”

Belcher, the pollster, said
that if poor poll numbers
this early in a race were an
acceptable reason for oust-
ing a candidate, “most of the
greatest candidates in his-
tory” would never have been
elected — including the
Black one-term senator
“with a Muslim-sounding
name” he once worked for.

Democrats need to drive
home the idea that Biden
has made people’s lives bet-
ter in ordinary ways, he said.
They have to contrast Bid-
en’s plan with Project 2025,
the ultraconservative play-
book devised for Trump’s
second term by the Heritage
Foundation and other con-
servative groups, he said,
and “lean back into Ameri-
ca’s fear and anxiety about
the chaos and dangers of
four more years of Donald
Trump.”

Most of all, Belcher said,
Democrats need to get be-
hind Biden as surrogates
and champion his campaign
message in as many places
as possible.

“The best arguments for
Biden that I have heard in
the last two weeks haven’t
been from anyone on CNN or
MSNBC,” Belcher said. “It’s
been on TikTok and Insta-
gram, from people doing it in
their cars.”

If Biden steps aside
If Biden steps aside, the

party could coalesce around
another candidate, or hold a
contested convention where
candidates vie for delegates.

Several experts said
early, unwavering support
for Harris was clearly the
best option.

Gillespie said if Harris
were “somehow overlooked”
without convincing evidence
that her candidacy would
fare dramatically worse
than another candidate’s,
the party would “risk alien-
ating the most loyal Demo-
cratic constituency in Black
women.”

Haynie said Harris would
bring new energy and impor-
tant strengths to the ticket
as a younger woman of color
who has already been lead-
ing the Biden campaign’s
message on abortion rights,
and as the daughter of immi-
grants, given Trump’s anti-
immigrant rhetoric.

But she also would have
to defend the Biden admin-
istration’s record even as
party insiders try to pull her
in new policy directions, in-
cluding on U.S. support of Is-
rael in its war with Hamas.
She would have to rebuff le-
gitimate criticisms about
her clumsy 2020 presidential
campaign and how she’s
performed as vice president.

Harris also would face
racist, sexist challenges that
other candidates, especially
white men, would not.

“She is going to face
unique challenges as a wom-
an of color in terms of the
tenor of the attacks,” Gille-
spie said. “She is going to
have to be able to anticipate
those attacks, and have a
ready response to them.”

Amy K. Dacey, executive
director of the Sine Institute
of Policy & Politics at Ameri-
can University, was formerly
CEO of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, and be-
fore that of Emily’s List, a na-
tional group that works to
elect Democratic women.

Dacey said that despite
Harris’ hurdles, she is a
known entity to voters who
has been tested on the na-
tional stage — unlike some
other names that have been
floated for the ticket.

Dacey said the party
process is playing out as in-
tended, and Democrats still
have time to land on a final
ticket. But the sooner they
can do that — and refocus
the race on policies over peo-
ple — the better.

What is the Democratic Party’s plan right now?

VICE President Kamala Harris visits Tyra Banks’ pop-up ice cream shop Friday in Washington. One political
scientist says overlooking Harris risks “alienating the most loyal Democratic constituency in Black women.”

Nathan Howard Pool Photo

WITH President Biden insisting that he is not stepping aside, Democrats focus-
ing on his slipping support are only hurting their cause, a prominent pollster says.

Susan Walsh Associated Press

[Democrats, from A1]
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state’s 32 prisons hinges on what
plays out at this 172-year-old insti-
tution over the next few years. 

In some ways, San Quentin was
the easiest place to start.

Perched on some of the most ex-
pensive real estate in California,
the prison’s Marin County location
affords connections with a host of
progressive Bay Area research and
legal aid groups eager for reform
work. 

The prison also encompasses
the extremes of corporal punish-
ment: Until recently, it housed the
state’s death row for men, a grim
unit of concrete and iron, where
narrow cells are stacked five sto-
ries high. There, some of the state’s
most brutal sociopaths and serial
killers have lived out their days in
what is effectively solitary confine-
ment.

Outside death row, most of San
Quentin’s 3,400 inmates are
housed in units with medium-se-
curity ratings. That means,
whether because of the nature of
their crimes or their behavior in
prison, they’re considered at rela-
tively low risk of violence and al-
lowed to gather in common areas
for some portion of each day. The
prison has developed an abun-
dance of rehabilitative programs,
including coding classes and a me-
dia center that’s home to an ac-
claimed prisoner-run podcast and
newspaper.

At Newsom’s direction, the
state Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation has spent the
past year emptying death row, sys-
tematically transferring the
roughly 630 condemned men to
other prisons. San Quentin is to be
reenvisioned as a full-out rehabili-
tation center that builds on the ex-
isting programs.

“It’s not nearly finished, but
some of the most significant inno-
vations in the corrections system
in California were occurring and
have been occurring at San
Quentin for a long time,” said Sac-
ramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg,
a longtime Newsom ally and lead
advisor of a 21-person council
charged with bringing the Califor-
nia Model into focus.

The next major step is a proj-
ected $239-million construction
project to bulldoze an old factory
on the prison grounds and replace
it with airy classrooms, a fresh
foods market and, one day, a pris-
oner-run coffee shop.

But transforming the culture
will take more than bulldozers and
lattes. The model relies on a dram-
atic shift in relations among offi-
cers and prisoners, two historically
warring factions in a system built
on clannish gamesmanship for
survival. 

And that’s proving more com-
plex than building a cafe. 

“We, the incarcerated person,
are indoctrinated. The staff are as
well,” said Steven Warren, a pris-
oner serving time on a domestic vi-
olence conviction and also a leader
with San Quentin SkunkWorks, a
nonprofit made up of prisoners
and outside advocates focused on
criminal justice reform. 

Those interpersonal changes
require a level of vulnerability in a
culture that is wary of trust and un-
accustomed to change, Warren
said.

To break through some of the
barriers, SkunkWorks coordinated
a chess tournament in March be-
tween prison staff and prisoners,
with checkered tables set up in a
gym in the prison yard. Officers in
green uniforms sat on one side, in-
carcerated men in their prison
blues on the other.

Some players seemed skeptical,
sitting in silence and studying their
boards without making eye con-
tact. Others seemed to enjoy the ri-
valry, trading biting barbs about
their opponent’s skills. 

At the far end of one row, officer
Richard Kruse claimed an easy vic-
tory over Jessie Milo after 
knocking his rook out with a
bishop.

“He was so sure,” Kruse
laughed, poking fun at Milo’s strat-
egy. He offered friendly feedback
for the next game.

“I’ve taken advice from a [cor-
rections officer] before and ended
up in the hole,” Milo said, only half
joking. He was referencing a his-
tory in some prisons of guards egg-
ing on inmate violence only to
throw people into solitary confine-
ment afterward.

Kruse knocked his head back
and gave a great bellow. “He’s not
going to the hole today,” Kruse
said.

Milo, 44, is serving a life sen-
tence for attempted murder, tied to
a shooting he committed in his 20s.
He’s developed an interest in art at
San Quentin and serves as a men-
tor to younger men coming in. For
the chess tournament, he designed
a “California Model” poster to hang
in the gym, painted half in blue for
the imprisoned, half in green for
the guards.

Milo wants to see the California
Model succeed: “We can’t keep
fighting each other expecting a dif-
ferent outcome,” he said. But he
can’t help but have doubts. 

Along with chess matches, San
Quentin is hosting kickball tourna-
ments and flag football games as a
way to foster more collegial rela-

tions. But prisoners are still locked
down for several hours a day in
cramped cells — two men sharing
dingy 5-by-11-foot quarters
crammed with bunk beds, a toilet
and a sink — without access to pro-
gramming or family visits, Milo
said. 

Other than Kruse and a handful
of other officers, Milo said, most
prison staff are at best resistant,
more often hostile, toward the
changes.

“They feel the incarcerated peo-
ple are being coddled,” Milo said.
“The California Model is not really
a grand gesture. The California
Model is just kindness, courtesy
and normalcy.”

Kruse, 31, with an easy manner
and boyish grin, is one of the few
openly enthusiastic supporters of
the California Model. 

His mom worked in administra-
tion at San Quentin, so Kruse has
lived on the prison grounds since
he was a kid. He joined the guard

ranks at 21 and says he loves his job
so much, it would take something
“catastrophic” to leave — like “an
earthquake shifting San Quentin
into the sea.”

The work feels personal. In 2013,
his mom had a heart attack on the
job. She survived because a pris-
oner performed CPR long enough
to stabilize her before paramedics
arrived. Her survival is something
he keeps in mind as he walks the
yard — and before he decides to
write someone up for a rules viola-
tion. 

“I’ve always been a big believer
that a lot of the way we go about
treating at least most of these guys
is kind of unnecessary,” Kruse said.
“So when [the California Model]
became an official policy, I was
stoked.”

Kruse was placed on a “re-
source team” to help with the cul-
tural shift, one of a small group of
officers who help set up events
such as the chess match and work

with condemned men preparing to
transfer out of death row.

Multiple times a week, Kruse
engages death row prisoners, first
conversing through the bars, then
inviting someone to join him in an
old prison hospital room repur-
posed for social interaction. The
room is decorated in a kaleido-
scope of murals painted by con-
demned men, and stocked with
board games. 

An avid gamer, Kruse brought
in his Nintendo Switch and spent
some of his own money to fill the
shelves with games such as Uno,
Just One and Tsuro. His hope is to
use the games — and the interac-
tion around friendly competition
— to model “pro-social behavior”
for men preparing to transfer to
other prisons. 

As part of the death row dis-
persal, many of the condemned
men will be able to mix with the
general prison population at their
new facility. For most, it will mark
an unsettling shift after decades of
near-total isolation at San
Quentin.

On a recent June day, Kruse sat
in the room with Wayne Adam
Ford, a convicted serial killer who
in 1998 turned himself in at the
Humboldt County Sheriff ’s Office
carrying a woman’s severed breast
in a plastic bag. Ford said the ses-
sions have helped him reacclimate
to other humans after years of liv-
ing in the darkness of his mind.

“I wasn’t sane then. I’m not sure
I’m all that sane now,” he said. “But
I’m saner than I was.” 

The interactions can be uncom-
fortable, Kruse said. But he consid-
ers the lessons in socialization
worth it — both for the guys who
will never get out of San Quentin
and especially for the many men
who eventually will. 

“There’s a lot of people at San
Quentin that have either already
halfway turned their lives around,
or are trying to get that push to
turn their lives around,” Kruse
said. “They’re gonna leave some-
day. ... That’s going to be your
neighbor, might be your family
member’s neighbor. Those guys, if
I can work with [them] to make
[them] better, that, to me, is what
it’s about.” 

Still, Kruse concedes he’s an
anomaly. He estimates he’s among
5% of staff who consider them-
selves avid supporters of Newsom’s
vision. But it’s a start. “As far as it
comes to getting staff onboard, I
think every institution has at least
a few people who are willing to give
this a genuine shot,” he said. “And
from there ... it’s like pebbles down
a mountain.”

Tiffanie Thomas, legislative re-
lations representative for the Cali-
fornia Correctional Peace Officers
Assn., the union representing
27,000 corrections workers, takes a
more skeptical view.

Though Thomas is generally
supportive of the California Model
— and any reforms that would
make prison work less stressful —
she said many officers worry that
the push for a more “Shangri-La,
fa-la-la” environment poses a safe-
ty threat. Officers spend their
shifts with their heads on a swivel,
she said, ever on guard in case a
fight breaks out or they’re at-

tacked. After all, it’s “still prison.”
“Nobody is focusing on the fact

that if something happens, we still
have to be trained to do certain
things,” Thomas said. “Just be-
cause we’re calling something
pretty doesn’t make it actually
pretty.” 

Adding to the challenges: Even
after a decade of legislative efforts
to ease sentencing laws, California
remains a state of mass incarcera-
tion.

The state’s prison population is
vastly larger and more complex
than the prison system in Norway
that the California Model draws on
for inspiration. While Norway’s
longest prison term is typically two
decades, more than 30,000 people
are serving life sentences in Cali-
fornia.

Steinberg, the advisory council
chair, acknowledged the major dif-
ferences. “We’ve never said that
we’re just going to take the Norway
Model and put it on top of 
California and boom, that’s the
change.” 

Still, he said, the idea that Cali-
fornia should be doing more to pre-
pare people for life outside prison
— giving them the social skills and
training they need to thrive once
they’re released — seems not only
humane but a wise investment giv-
en the costs of incarceration.

“I really am a big believer that
the way you make systemic change
is to plant a big seed,” Steinberg
said, adding that it also requires
patience. “It’s going to take — I
don’t know how long — hopefully
less than a generation.” 

Miguel Sifuentes is among
those who want to believe the
changes underway will be mean-
ingful.

Sifuentes, 45, is serving a life
sentence for first-degree murder,
stemming from his role in the 1998
shooting death of a sheriff ’s deputy
in Alameda County. During his
decades behind bars, he’s tried to
improve himself through classes
and self-help programs. 

Sifuentes took part in a basket-
ball game between prisoners and
guards in November that was cov-
ered by a local TV station. During
an interview after the game, Si-
fuentes called out to one of the
guards, who ran over and em-
braced him in a warm, unscripted
hug. Sifuentes, overcome with
emotion, sobbed on the officer’s
shoulder. 

Hugging the officer was a “re-
storative moment,” Sifuentes later
told The Times, “a small amend to
the law enforcement community”
he harmed 26 years ago.

For Sifuentes, who has twice
been denied parole, the notion of a
kinder, gentler San Quentin has
appeal. It is for now — and maybe
forever — his home.

But the more contentious
changes, he said, lie ahead. There’s
such a “narrow way out of this
place,” Sifuentes said. What will it
take for the state to recognize his
remorse and rehabilitation? And
for the public — even the guard
who embraced him — to welcome
him home as their neighbor?

“Is California,” he asked, “will-
ing to have the harder conversa-
tions about who we are going to let
out?” 

‘Nobody is focusing on ... if something happens, we still have to be trained to do certain
things. Just because we’re calling something pretty doesn’t make it actually pretty.’ 

— TIFFANIE THOMAS, legislative relations representative for the California Correctional Peace Officers Assn.

SAN QUENTIN corrections officer Richard Kruse, left, is one of the few openly enthusiastic supporters of the California Model. 
Photographs by Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

California is reimagining prison
life, starting with San Quentin

SAN QUENTIN Public Information Officer Guim’Mara
Berry at the SkunkWorks chess tournament, top. Some
players seemed skeptical, studying their boards without
making eye contact. Others seemed to enjoy the rivalry. 

[Prison, from A1]

‘I’ve always been a big believer
that a lot of the way we go
about treating at least most of
these guys is kind of
unnecessary.’

— RICHARD KRUSE, 31, a corrections officer at San Quentin 
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tion, and industry observers
say it’s likely the company
will maintain significant
manufacturing operations
in L.A. County, where it em-
ployed about 6,000 people in
2023, according to an annual
survey by the Los Angeles
Business Journal.

But the relocation is un-
doubtedly a loss to the re-
gion’s revived space indus-
try.

A leader in the
space economy

“SpaceX has been one of
the pillars of the Southern
California new space econo-
my,” said Kevin Klowden,
the Milken Institute’s execu-
tive director of MI Finance.
The move “is significant
symbolically in that it shows
Southern California isn’t in-
dispensable in an industry
where it clearly is a leader.”

The aerospace industry
was pioneered in L.A.
County, with the first rock-
ets set off in the Arroyo Seco
near Caltech in the 1930s —
the humble origins of what
was to become the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, a
leader first in rocket and sat-
ellite development and later
in interplanetary space-
craft.

Douglas Aircraft, Lock-
heed, Northrop and other
companies built hundreds of
thousands of planes during
World War II and main-
tained defense work here. In
Downey, North American
Aviation built the command
module of the Apollo 11
spacecraft that landed as-
tronauts on the moon. Rock-
well International built the
space shuttles in Downey
and Palmdale.

The massive defense
spending cuts after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union
devastated the industry,
dropping employment in the
county from about 130,000 in
1990 to less than half that a
decade later — but with its
heritage, talent pool and
world-class universities, the
region was a logical place for
SpaceX to set up shop.

A new, smaller, Southern
California aerospace econo-
my has since developed,
building on the remaining
operations of legacy compa-
nies and technological ad-
vancements — even as other
centers have emerged, such
as Kent, Wash., where Jeff
Bezos’ Blue Origin space
company has its head-
quarters.

Virgin Galactic, the
space tourism company
founded by British billion-
aire Richard Branson in
2004, is based in Tustin and
has its design and manufac-
turing operations in Mojave,
where it also performs test
flights. Its commercial oper-
ations are in New Mexico.

Rocket Lab, a maker of
lightweight rockets that
launch small satellites,
moved its headquarters to
Long Beach three years ago. 

And former SpaceX em-
ployees have founded doz-
ens of startups. Crunchbase,
which tracks venture capital
and startups, tallies more
than 50. Local ones include
Relativity Space, a Long
Beach maker of reusable
rockets; Varda Space Indus-
tries, an El Segundo com-
pany developing drugs in
low-Earth orbit; and L.A. te-
lemetry startup Sift, which
raised $7.5 million in venture
funding last year.

“SpaceX isn’t unique, but
it’s the star,” said Klowden,
noting the “ecosystem” that
has sprung up around it.

Although Musk’s decla-
ration Tuesday was
prompted by a public policy
dispute — Gov. Gavin New-
som’s decision to sign a bill
prohibiting school districts
from mandating that teach-
ers notify parents about a
student’s change in gender
identity — Musk has long
complained about the
state’s regulatory environ-
ment and has a history of
tangling with government
officials.

He moved Tesla’s
headquarters from Palo Alto
to Austin, Texas, in 2021 after
Alameda County ordered
the company in 2020 to halt
production amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. Sepa-
rately, the billionaire noted
crime concerns in also
tweeting Tuesday that he
plans to move X, the social
media platform formerly
known as Twitter, from San
Francisco to Austin.

Klowden said he believed
Musk has been considering

the idea of moving SpaceX,
though it’s still unclear ex-
actly whether Musk plans to
transfer a handful of execu-
tives, additional employees
or all of the operations,
which is not seen as likely.
Neither Musk nor SpaceX
has offered clarification. The
company did not respond to
requests for comment.

City officials were also
grappling with the an-
nouncement. 

“We understand that
business decisions are driv-
en by a variety of factors, and
we remain committed to fos-
tering a thriving business
environment in Haw-
thorne,” Alex Vargas, the
city’s mayor, said in a state-
ment. “[W]e want to reas-
sure our workforce and com-
munity that the city of
Hawthorne is taking proac-
tive steps to mitigate the im-
pact of SpaceX’s potential
relocation.”

Much of the skepticism
regarding Musk’s SpaceX
tweet revolves around how
the Tesla move was carried
out. The electric vehicle
maker produces its Model Y
SUV and new Cybertruck in
Austin but still operates a
factory in Fremont, Calif.,
where it makes multiple
models. Last year, Tesla said
it was opening a new global
engineering headquarters in
Palo Alto previously occu-
pied by the headquarters of
Hewlett-Packard.

Region still home to
major defense work

But some familiar with

the company think the
headquarters relocation an-
nouncement could presage
a larger presence in Texas.

Tim Buzza, a former
SpaceX vice president, said
that although the company
builds its workhorse Falcon
9 rocket and Dragon cap-
sules that service the Inter-
national Space Station in
Hawthorne, the company’s
future is the massive Star-
ship rocket being developed
at the Brownsville facility
called Starbase on the Gulf
of Mexico.

“The center for the next
level of execution for SpaceX
is Starbase. The direction
and the momentum of the
company is already moving
to Texas,” said Buzza, who
was one of the first five em-
ployees at SpaceX, worked
there for 12 years and re-
mains in contact with many
at the company.

SpaceX is seeking
approval to launch 90 rock-
ets from Vandenberg Space
Force Base by 2026, a sharp
increase from its previous
plans for the Santa Barbara
County military base. Buzza
said the launches are impor-
tant for the Starlink satellite
broadband network SpaceX
is building because they put
the satellites into a polar or-
bit, complementing Florida
launches that put them in an
equatorial orbit. 

However, the Starship
rocket — taller and more
powerful than the Saturn 5
that launched Apollo astro-
nauts to the moon — could
launch many more satellites
than the Falcon 9. SpaceX

has opened a new Starlink
factory outside Austin, and
last month Starship com-
pleted its fourth test flight
from Starbase, dubbed its
“Gateway to Mars.”

The company has been
building its operations at
Starbase and this month
asked the Federal Aviation
Administration for permis-
sion for up to 25 annual
launches of Starship and its
Super Heavy rocket, a more
powerful derivative of its
Falcon 9. The company op-
erates an engine testing fa-
cility in McGregor, Texas.

Klowden questioned the
company’s ability to move or
attract large numbers of
workers to the Brownsville
area, at least in the immedi-
ate future, given the lack of
housing and other infra-
structure. But Buzza said
SpaceX overcame many of
the same issues in McGre-
gor. He doesn’t think Musk
would move Falcon 9 pro-
duction or the Dragon cap-
sule program from
Hawthorne because both
may be phased out over
time.

Still, even the loss of
SpaceX’s executive opera-
tions to Texas would be a
blow to Los Angeles and the
Golden State, which have
suffered a humiliating series
of corporate defections over
the last few decades. L.A.-
area companies that have
moved headquarters else-
where include Lockheed,
Northrop Grumman and
more recently Aecom, a
global engineering firm.
Software giant Oracle left

Redwood City in Silicon Val-
ley for Austin in 2020 (and
has since announced a move
to Nashville).

“Whenever any company
announces that they might
or they will leave the region,
it is not good for us. We defi-
nitely need to do a much bet-
ter job in terms of business
retention,” said Stephen
Cheung, chief executive of
the Los Angeles County
Economic Development
Corp.

However, he said the re-
gion’s aerospace economy is
still robust and has shown
an ability to evolve. After the
bankruptcy last year of
Branson’s separate Virgin
Orbit rocket company,
Rocket Lab acquired the de-
funct company’s former
Long Beach headquarters,
he noted.

That move mirrors
SpaceX’s evolution. Its first
location in L.A. County was
in El Segundo, but as it grew
it moved in 2007 into an old
Northrop site in Hawthorne
that had been converted
into a factory for the produc-
tion of Boeing 747 fuselages.

Aerospace Corp., an El
Segundo federally funded
nonprofit that provides sci-
entific and technical sup-
port to the aerospace indus-
try, announced in March
that it was moving its execu-
tive offices to Virginia but si-
multaneously announced it
was investing $100 million in
its local campus.

The region is still home
too for major defense work. 

Northrop Grumman is
building the new B-21 digital
bomber in Palmdale, which
is slated to replace the B-2
stealth bomber it built dec-
ades ago in Pico Rivera. The
high desert city also is home
to Lockheed Martin’s famed
“Skunk Works,” a secretive,
cutting-edge military re-
search and development fa-
cility.

Klowden said that for
some SpaceX workers a
move to South Texas could
be a no-go, and he expects
other aerospace companies
will try to poach its workers.
Indeed, Orange County as-
teroid mining company
Astroforge Inc. said it was
hiring in a reply to Musk’s
SpaceX tweet.

Last week, workers
streaming in and out of
SpaceX’s Hawthorne com-
plex declined to speak to a
Times reporter. However, a
salesman for SpaceX vendor
GF Machining Solutions,
who asked his name not be
used, said he hopes Musk
was not serious about relo-
cating the headquarters to
Texas.

“Well, I wouldn’t want
that to happen, because I’ve
lived in California all my life
and I would lose that ac-
count if SpaceX moved,” the
Corona resident said. “I’m
not moving to Texas.” 

Times staff writer Ashley
Ahn and Bloomberg News
contributed to this report.

Can L.A. aerospace thrive without Musk?

PEOPLE WALK ALONG the San Clemente Pier as a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket that launched from Vanden-
berg Space Force Base on April 1 leaves contrails. SpaceX chief Elon Musk says he’s moving the firm to Texas.

Mario Tama Getty Images

[SpaceX, from A1]

CHILLICOTHE, Mo. —
A woman whose murder
conviction was overturned
after she served 43 years in
prison has been released, de-
spite Missouri’s attorney
general fighting for more
than a month to keep her be-
hind bars.

Sandra Hemme, 63, left
prison in Chillicothe on Fri-
day, hours after a judge
threatened to hold the attor-
ney general’s office in con-
tempt if it continued to fight
her release. She reunited
with her family at a nearby
park, where she hugged her
sister, daughter and grand-
daughter. 

“You were just a baby
when your mom sent me a
picture of you,” she said.
“You looked just like your
mamma when you were little
and you still look like her.”

Her granddaughter
laughed. “I get that a lot.”

The judge originally
ruled on June 14 that
Hemme’s attorneys had es-
tablished “clear and con-
vincing evidence” of “actual
innocence” and overturned
the conviction. But Atty.

Gen. Andrew Bailey fought
her release in the courts.

“It was too easy to convict
an innocent person and way
harder than it should have
been to get her out, even to
the point of court orders be-
ing ignored,” her attorney
Sean O’Brien said. “It
shouldn’t be this hard to free
an innocent person.” 

During a court hearing
Friday, Judge Ryan Hors-
man said that if Hemme
wasn’t released by a desig-
nated time, he wanted Bai-
ley to appear in court Tues-
day morning, and he threat-
ened to hold the attorney
general’s office in contempt.

He also scolded Bailey’s
office for calling the warden
and telling prison officials
not to release Hemme after
an appeals court panel said
she could be freed. 

“I would suggest you ne-
ver do that,” Horsman said.
“To call someone and tell
them to disregard a court or-
der is wrong.”

The Missouri Correc-
tions Department then con-
firmed that Hemme would
be released Friday before 6
p.m. Central time.

“She is going right to her
father,” O’Brien said. Her fa-
ther was hospitalized with
kidney failure and recently
moved to palliative care.
“This has been a long time
coming.”

O’Brien said previously
that delays had caused their
family “irreparable harm
and emotional distress.”

There are still struggles
ahead.

“She’s going to need
help,” he said, noting she
won’t be eligible for Social
Security because she has
been incarcerated for so
long. 

Over the last month, a
circuit court judge, an appel-
late court and the Missouri
Supreme Court all agreed
Hemme should be released,
but she was still held behind
bars, leaving her lawyers and
legal experts puzzled.

“I’ve never seen it,” said
Michael Wolff, a former Mis-
souri Supreme Court judge
and professor and dean
emeritus of Saint Louis Uni-
versity Law School. “Once
the courts have spoken, the
courts should be obeyed.”

The lone holdup to free-
dom came from the attorney
general, who has filed court
actions seeking to force her

to serve additional years for
decades-old prison assault
cases. The warden at the
Chillicothe Correctional
Center had declined to let
Hemme go, based on Bai-
ley’s actions.

Horsman ruled on 
June 14 that “the totality of
the evidence supports a
finding of actual innocence.”
A state appeals court ruled
on July 8 that Hemme
should be set free while it
continued to review the case.
The Missouri Supreme
Court on Thursday declined
to undo the lower court rul-
ings that allowed her to be
released on her own recogni-
zance and placed with her
sister and brother-in-law.

Bailey, a Republican fac-
ing opposition in the Aug. 6
primary election, responded
with another request late

Thursday, asking the circuit
court to reconsider. 

Hemme was serving a life
sentence at the Chillicothe
Correctional Center in the
1980 stabbing death of li-
brary worker Patricia
Jeschke in St. Joseph, Mo.

She had been the longest-
held wrongly incarcerated
woman known in the U.S.,
according to her legal team
at the Innocence Project. 

Hemme’s freedom was
complicated by sentences
she received for crimes com-
mitted behind bars. She re-
ceived a 10-year sentence in
1996 for attacking a prison
worker with a razor blade,
and a two-year sentence in
1984 for “offering to commit
violence.” Bailey had argued
that Hemme represents a
safety risk to herself and oth-
ers and that she should start
serving those sentences
now.

Her attorneys countered
that keeping her incarcer-
ated any longer would be a
“draconian outcome.”

Some legal experts
agreed.

Peter Joy, a law professor
at the Washington Uni-
versity School of Law in St.
Louis, said the effort to keep
Hemme in prison was “a
shock to the conscience of
any decent human being,”
since evidence strongly sug-
gests she didn’t commit the
1980 slaying. 

Bailey’s office did not im-
mediately respond to mes-
sages seeking comment Fri-
day.

The attorney general,

who was appointed after
Eric Schmitt was elected to
the U.S. Senate in 2022, has a
history of opposing over-
turning convictions, even
when local prosecutors cite
evidence of innocence.

Horsman, after an exten-
sive review, concluded in
June that Hemme was heav-
ily sedated and in a “mallea-
ble mental state” when in-
vestigators repeatedly ques-
tioned her in a psychiatric
hospital after the killing. Her
attorneys described her ulti-
mate confession as “often
monosyllabic responses to
leading questions.” 

Other than the confes-
sion, no evidence linked her
to the crime, her trial prose-
cutor said.

The St. Joseph Police De-
partment, meanwhile, ig-
nored evidence pointing to
Michael Holman — an offi-
cer who died in 2015 — and
the prosecution wasn’t told
about FBI results that could
have cleared Hemme, so it
was never disclosed before
her trials, the judge found.

Evidence presented to
Horsman showed that Hol-
man’s pickup truck was seen
outside Jeschke’s apart-
ment, that he tried to use her
credit card, and that her ear-
rings were found in his
home.

Horsman, in his report,
called Hemme “the victim of
a manifest injustice.”

Associated Press writers
Hollingsworth reported
from Chillicothe and Salter
from O’Fallon, Mo.

Woman wrongly convicted of murder freed after 43 years

SANDRA HEMME, center, reunites with family and
others after her prison release in Chillicothe, Mo.

HG Biggs Kansas City Star

Inmate is released
despite objections by
Missouri’s attorney
general. Now 63, she
faces other struggles.

By Heather

Hollingsworth 

and Jim Salter
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Once Santa’s Monica’s signa-
ture destination for shopping and
dining, the Third Street Prome-
nade is showing its age.

Its decline has left the prom-
enade’s landlords and city officials
trying to counter years of stagna-
tion, public safety concerns and
fast-changing retail norms in an at-
tempt to breathe new life into it.

The climb back to commercial
viability is steep. Foot traffic at the
pedestrian mall that teemed with
locals and tourists during its hey-
day in the 1990s has been thinning
for years, dropping by more than a
third since 2019. “For rent” signs
front a discouraging number of
empty stores.

The reasons for the Prom-
enade’s troubles are many and lay-
ered. Although, like many shop-
ping districts and malls, it took a
beating during the pandemic as
shoppers stayed at home, its econ-
omic troubles predate COVID-19. 

The Promenade, which has had
few improvements since a reno-
vation 35 years ago, was allowed to
grow “tired and old,” real estate
consultant David Greensfelder
said. Its scale also presents chal-
lenges, as the mall’s unusually
large stores are hard to fill in an era
when many big retailers are reduc-
ing their footprints. 

And issues and perceptions
around public safety are also at
play.

The Promenade’s reputation
took a hit on May 31, 2020, when
protests in response to the murder
of George Floyd devolved into vi-
olence and ransacking of stores.
More than 100 businesses, many of
them on or near the Promenade,
were damaged or destroyed, said
Santa Monica Mayor Phil Brock. 

In the years since, crime trends
have been mixed in the city, with
robbery and shoplifting rates up
slightly last year compared with
2022 and declines in several other
categories. 

High-profile robberies in the re-
gion and an increase in the number
of people living on the street in
Santa Monica, meanwhile, have
contributed to the sense among
some that the Promenade is un-
safe.

“We’re not only trying to fight
the actual crime that’s occurring
because it is, but we’re also trying
to rehabilitate this perception of
safety in Santa Monica,” said
Santa Monica Police Lt. Ericka Ak-
lufi.

On a recent weekday, “Optimus
Crime,” a large mobile police com-
mand center that bears a resem-
blance to a Transformer, was
parked at a crosswalk on the Prom-
enade. Nearby, a banner hung over
one of the mall’s vacant storefronts
proclaiming, “Santa Methica is Not
Safe.”

John Alle, who co-founded the
Santa Monica Coalition about two
years ago to bring attention to pub-
lic safety issues in the city, man-
ages about 15,000 square feet of
commercial real estate, including
the storefront where the sign
hangs.

He said rampant theft and the
near-constant presence of home-
less people forced one of his ten-
ants in the building to leave. And
although the sign probably is coun-
terproductive to bringing people to
the Promenade, Alle said he hopes
the public shaming will prompt
tourists and other visitors to de-
mand the city do more to help the
Promenade.

“I don’t think it’s going to deter
shopping,” he said. “There’s not
much shopping going on there.” 

The high-profile success of the
promenade in the 1990s also
planted the seeds of the current
struggle to keep stores occupied,
experts said.

Third Street for decades was
Santa Monica’s main commercial
strip, but by the late 1950s it was la-
boring to keep up with new re-
gional shopping centers. 

After a lengthy renovation in
1989, when the mall was renamed
as the Third Street Promenade,
real estate developer Shaul Kuba
and his partners started acquiring
troubled properties on the Prome-
nade at a deep discount and set out
to find a flashy national tenant
that could serve as a bellwether.

They managed to land a Disney
Store, and the match was lit, Kuba
said. “That opened the door for a
lot of other retailers — J. Crew, Ba-
nana Republic, Old Navy.” The
Promenade began to thrive after a
long stretch as a retail backwater.

But in recent years these “big
box” stores have been hurt by com-
petition from online sellers and
narrowly focused specialty retail-
ers.

They have adapted by opening
fewer, smaller stores, which is a
problem for the Promenade. As
tenants have departed, they have
left behind uncommonly large
spaces because of Third Street’s

history as a prime retail venue
serving large stores. 

“I think every landlord is hoping
a big box is coming back, and
sometimes they do, but really,
across the country retailers are
shrinking,” said retail property
broker Christine Deschaine of
Kennedy Wilson Brokerage. 

Out of necessity, landlords are
getting creative in an effort to fill
the space and adapt to the chang-
ing expectations and habits of con-
sumers, who now rely heavily on
online purchasing. Shoppers, said
Lars Perner, who teaches clinical
marketing at USC’s Marshall
School of Business, want a unique
experience, an antidote to the big
chains that provide mass-pro-
duced products.

“The idea that you’re getting
something special is what draws
crowds,” Perner said.

What was once a JCPenney and
later Banana Republic is now a
roomy, upmarket John Reed Fit-
ness gym. 

Pickleball is played at a hybrid
clothing retailer, sports club and
restaurant Pickle Pop, which occu-
pies 10,000 square feet that was

once an Adidas store. The top floor
of a closed food court will be trans-
formed into a “golf experience”
that may include miniature golf,
Deschaine said. 

Other large store spaces may be
carved into units for smaller ten-
ants, as has been done successfully
on nearby 2nd Street, Deschaine
said. 

Some noteworthy retail tenants
are already on the way, she said, in-
cluding a technology company she
declined to name that has agreed
to take a prime space at the Broad-
way entrance to the Promenade.
Also generating buzz is the pend-
ing arrival on the Promenade of
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers, a
Louisiana fast-casual restaurant
chain.

Restocking the Promenade
with tenants is a tall order in part
because of its overall size, said Dev-
in Klein, a property broker with
JLL.

The Promenade and Santa
Monica Place mall next door have a
combined total of more than 1 mil-
lion square feet, he said, about
twice as much as the Grove shop-
ping center in Los Angeles.

At its low point during the pan-
demic toward the end of 2020 and
into 2021, vacancy on the Prome-
nade rose to 30% to 35%, Klein said,
and is now between 20% and 25%. 

That improvement can be at-
tributed to some property owners
accepting that they can’t demand
as much rent as they used to get
when the market was hotter and
landlords came to believe they
could charge tenants “Rodeo Drive
rents,” said Brock, Santa Monica’s
mayor. 

“We were never Rodeo Drive,”
he said.

“Landlords have really started
to play ball with retailers and ad-
just their rent according to the
market,” Klein said, “which has al-
lowed more spaces to get leased.”

Over the last several years,
Santa Monica city officials have
tried to make it easier to open and
run a business on the Promenade.

It has eased restrictions on the
types of operating permits it issues
in an effort to reverse a past in
which it “micromanaged a little bit
and maybe went overboard” on
what businesses could set up shop,
said David Martin, the city’s com-

munity development director. 
For example, a quota on how

many restaurants are allowed on a
city block has been eased and a
cumbersome entitlement process
that effectively prevented pop-up
events has been removed. 

“We are trying to make sure that
the city process is as clear as pos-
sible, as fast as possible, and then
leave it to the market to bring in the
kinds of businesses that the public
is demanding,” Martin said. 

For several years, Santa Monica
city officials have had a blueprint to
dramatically transform the Prom-
enade itself, which hasn’t seen
meaningful changes in decades. 

A proposal, dubbed Promenade
3.0, was devised in 2019 at the be-
hest of the city and Downtown
Santa Monica Inc. a nonprofit that
works with the city to manage the
downtown area. The plan by archi-
tecture firm RIOS would cost
about $60 million and is intended
to make the Promenade more en-
gaging to visitors so they linger and
shop more.

A primary goal would be to stop
funneling people through the mid-
dle of the street and encourage
them to circulate in a loop pattern.
Curbs might be eliminated to make
it feel less like a closed street.
Rooftop restaurants would be en-
couraged. Additions could include
beer gardens, water features, a
viewing tower and small pop-up re-
tail stations to incubate new
stores. 

The proposal was stalled by
pandemic-related challenges, in-
cluding plummeting city tax reve-
nue that could have helped fund it,
RIOS architect Nate Cormier said. 

Martin said that property own-
ers on the Promenade could fund
the initiative, but there’s nothing in
the works.

“The idea of completely redoing
the Promenade like was done in
like the ’80s, that’s not currently on
the table,” he said.

Nevertheless, the city’s seaside
location will continue to make it a
draw for visitors and businesses,
encouraging recovery of the Prom-
enade, Klein said. 

“You can never change the fact
that it’s still one of the prettiest
areas in the world,” he said.
“There’s always going to be some
kind of a bounceback when you
have this kind of real estate. Let’s
face it — you’re a couple blocks
from the ocean.”

AARON COHEN entertains two people with a saxophone solo
this month on the Third Street Promenade.

Zoe Cranfill Los Angeles Times

A BANNER placed by a commercial landlord on a storefront
attests to safety concerns that many say drive away customers.

Dania Maxwell Los Angeles Times

THE VACANCY rate at the Third Street Promenade is between 20% and 25%, and its unusually large stores are hard to fill.
Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

Once trendy Promenade at a crossroads
Famed Santa Monica pedestrian mall has seen years of stagnation, fueled by public safety

concerns and fast-changing retail norms. Now, city officials are trying to revitalize it.

THE PROMENADE, which has had few improvements since a renovation 35 years ago, was al-
lowed to grow “tired and old,” real estate consultant David Greensfelder said. 

Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

By Roger Vincent and Nathan Solis



A14 SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024 S LOS ANGELES TIMES

A D V E R T I S I N G S U P P L E M E N T

Q: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE

PART OF YOUR JOB?

For as long as I can remember, I

have loved fighting for people who

deserved to be defended but didn’t

have a voice. My career as a personal

injury attorney has provided me the

amazing opportunity to properly

represent our Southern California

community and fight for people

who may not have had access to an

attorney, defending great people

who could have easily been taken

advantage of without our help. An

equally rewarding aspect of my job

is having an opportunity to meet

upstanding, hard-working members

of our community who just need the

proper legal expertise and support

to voice their stories and level the

playing field against the legal teams

of multi-billion-dollar insurance

companies. Providing compassionate

care, support and protection to

accident victims in their time of need

is an unbelievably rewarding part of

my job. It’s why I became a lawyer.

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST

VALUABLE LIFE LESSON

YOU’VE LEARNED IN

YOUR CAREER?

The most valuable lesson I’ve learned

is that you have to fight for what you

know to be right and what you believe

in. It’s amazing what can be achieved

when you refuse to give up, and you

focus day in and day out on how you

can help as many people as possible.

These simple ideas have been so

meaningful in my career and keep

me passionate about coming to work

every day.

Q: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE

POWERFUL IN YOUR AREA

OF EXPERTISE?

What it comes down to is this –

without the proper representation

after an accident or injury, you’re often

left trying to negotiate with billion-

dollar insurance companies and

their high-powered legal teams. They

want you to settle your case for the

lowest dollar amount possible. After

doing this for over 27 years, when

the insurance companies see our

letterhead representing our clients,

they know we won’t settle for less

than our clients deserve. They know

our team doesn’t play games and

has the experience and track record

to command respect and proper

compensation for our clients.

Jack, (a real “Call Jacob” client, pictured above

telling his story during a recent filming), was so

thrilled with how his case was handled and with his

settlement that without being prompted, he coined

Jacob “The Real Deal,” a moniker now being used

in media across SoCal.

Q: BEYOND YOUR WORK IN

PERSONAL INJURY LAW,

HOW DO YOU “GIVE BACK

TO THE COMMUNITY?”

I’m proud to say that as a business

owner, community advocate and

family man, I’ve been privileged

enough to lead some really great

charity efforts. For several years now,

The Law Offices of Jacob Emrani

and my family have taken part in the

Susan G. Komen “More Than Pink

Walk” as well as the American Cancer

Society’s “Making Strides Against

Breast Cancer Walk” to support

breast cancer research and survivors.

We also partnered with L.A.’s iconic

Wexler’s Deli to create a custom

sandwich that sent all proceeds to

the L.A. Food Bank, generating over

100,000 much-needed meals! I have

to say, partnering with CHP each year

around the holidays to support “CHiPS

For Kids” to deliver toys to children

in need is also very special to me.

We’re also currently partnering with

LAUSD to provide school supplies for

students. We also love our charitable

work with the Lakers and LAFC

Volunteer Corps - speaking at local

schools about careers in the legal

field, work with “Our Big Kitchen LA”

as well as partnering with local media

to celebrate and support U.S. Veterans

via “Veterans’ Voices.” I owe so much

to L.A., so I do what I can to help as

much of our community as possible.

Q: OUTSIDE OF WORK, WHAT

DO YOU LOVE ABOUT LIVING

IN LOS ANGELES?

Wow, where do I even begin? First

off, L.A. is a beautiful blend of diverse

cultures and beliefs, which makes our

community so unique. Additionally,

as an L.A. sports nut and coach to

my four boys, I absolutely love the

community service work we’ve

been able to do via our partnerships

with the L.A. Lakers and LAFC. The

impact we’ve been able to make in

the community by partnering with

these teams has been amazing and

has enabled me to bring my favorite

things together – family, sports and

making a difference.

If you have any questions about a

personal injury case or how we at The

Law Offices of Jacob Emrani work to

protect the SoCal community, please

call us anytime, 24 hours

a day, 7 days a week, or

visit CallJacob.com.

J
acob Emrani has been practicing personal injury law in Southern

California for over 27 years. At this point in Jacob’s life, his work in the

community goes way beyond legal briefs and delivering settlements

for his clients. Jacob has built his brand on being a proud member of the

community who loves giving back to the community that made him who

he is today.

To get a better understanding of Jacob’s perspective on L.A., we checked

in with the USC grad to ask how practicing personal injury law empowers

him to be a community leader.

TO JACOB EMRANI, PROTECTING
L.A. AND FIGHTING FOR OUR SOCAL
COMMUNITY IS QUITE PERSONAL

This supplement was produced by LA Times B2B Publishing. It did not

involve the editorial or reporting staffs of the Los Angeles Times. Contact

us with comments or questions at b2bpublishing@latimes.com.
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kin. 
Transferring the money

to his checking account
would typically take a few
days, making it less easy to
spend on impulse. Another
option is to buy certificates
of deposit to tie the money
up for a set period of time.
He can break into the CDs
in an emergency but would
have to forfeit some interest.

He can take more risk
with his retirement funds,
as he is probably at least a
decade away from retire-
ment. One option is to in-
vest in a low-cost target date
retirement fund, which
gradually gets more conser-
vative as the retirement
date approaches.

Your brother can con-
tribute up to $7,000 this year
to an IRA or a Roth IRA. A
Roth IRA may be the better
optionbecause he’s unlikely
to get much tax benefit from
an IRA’s deductible contrib-
ution and Roth IRAs don’t
have minimum distribution
requirements.

He doesn’t have to limit
his retirement savings to
that annual contribution,
however. He could consider
investing more with a regu-
lar brokerage account and
just mentally earmarking it
for retirement.

Till death do your
credit cards part?
Dear Liz: My wife and I have
credit cards on which I am
designated as the primary

Dear Liz: My brother is 54
and has always worked
low-wage jobs. He owns a
condo thanks to the help of
our parents, and his
monthly expenses are very
low. He’s in a stable posi-
tion. He does not have any
retirement savings or really
any other savings to speak
of. Recently, he came into an
inheritance of $62,000. He
has asked my sister and I to
help him make that grow
and be secure until he re-
tires and chooses to draw on
it. What is the best way to
help him grow this money in
a safe way? We’d like it to be
somewhat secured as we all
are aware that the tempta-
tion to spend it now is
strong.

Answer: The first step in
investing is understanding
your goal for the money and
your timeline (how long
until you may need the
cash). Your brother prob-
ably has at least two goals:
an emergency fund and
retirement savings.

Financial planners typi-
cally recommend an emer-
gency fund equal to three to
six months of expenses. A
smaller amount can work
for people with a lot of other
resources, such as stocks
they can sell, lines of credit
they can borrow against or
generous relatives who are
willing to help. A larger
amount might be smart for
people with fewer resources
or who might be out of work
for extended periods.

Emergency funds need to
be accessible, so the money
should be in a safe, liquid
place such as a bank ac-
count. 

To make the cash less
tempting, your brother
could consider opening a
savings account with an
online bank. These banks
typically have no minimums
and no fees, plus they pay a
higher interest rate than
their bricks-and-mortar

account holder. What hap-
pens to my wife’s access to
the account should I pass?
Should she now apply for
credit cards on which she is
the primary holder?

Answer: Credit card com-
panies typically close ac-
counts when they learn of
the primary cardholder’s
death. (It’s usually the
executor’s job to inform
creditors of the death, but
card issuers also learn of
deaths from the Social
Security Administration.)

So it makes sense for
both spouses to have at
least one or two cards on
which they are the primary
account holder. If you die
first and all the cards are in
your name, she might have
to scramble to get replace-
ments.

Liz Weston, Certified
Financial Planner, is a
personal finance columnist.
Questions may be sent to
her at 3940 Laurel Canyon,
No. 238, Studio City, CA
91604, or by using the
“Contact” form at
asklizweston.com.

MONEY TALK

How to avoid impulse buys
and use inheritance wisely
Siblings want to help
brother grow nest egg.
Also, should a wife
apply for credit cards
before husband dies?

By Liz Weston

NEW YORK — The Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau said Thursday that
apps that allow workers to
access their paychecks in
advance, often for a fee, are
providing loans and there-
fore subject to the Truth in
Lending Act, a 1968 law that
requires lenders to disclose
all loan costs and fees.

If enacted, the proposed
rule would provide clarity to
a fast-growing industry
known as earned wage ac-
cess, which has been com-
pared to payday lending.
The agency wants borrowers
to be able to “easily compare
products” and to prevent
“race-to-the-bottom busi-
ness practices,” CFPB Di-
rector Rohit Chopra said on
a call with reporters.

Earned wage access apps
have been around for more
than a decade, but they
gained popularity in the
years before the COVID-19
pandemic and since. The
apps extend small short-
term loans to workers in be-
tween paychecks so they can
pay bills and meet everyday
needs. On payday, the app
user repays the money out of

their wages, along with any
fees. 

According to its report,
the CFPB found that, in
2022, at least 5% of American
workers used an earned
wage product at least once.
They estimate that 7 million
workers were advanced $22
billion through apps that
worked with their employ-
ers, and 3 million workers
were advanced $9.1 billion
through direct-to-consumer
apps.

The agency’s research
shows the average worker
who uses earned wage ac-

cess takes out 27 of these
loans a year, meaning one
loan for almost every bi-
weekly paycheck. This can
look similar to a revolving
credit card balance. But
with fees that would equal
an average annual percent-
age rate (APR) of more than
100%, the loans have interest
rates higher than the most
expensive subprime credit
cards. Most of this interest
comes from fees charged to
expedite access to pay-
checks, the CFPB found. 

The typical user of these
apps earns less than $50,000

a year, according to the Gov-
ernment Accountability Of-
fice, and has experienced
the pinch of two years of high
inflation. Many of the apps
charge monthly subscrip-
tion fees, and most charge
mandatory fees for instant
transfers of funds. 

Christine Zinner, policy
counsel at Americans for Fi-
nancial Reform, said the
paycheck advance products
“are nothing more than
workplace payday loans,
with consumers [being]
more easily preyed upon
since the money is only a tap
away on a cellphone.”

“People can easily be-
come trapped in a cycle of
debt by reborrowing, re-
questing advances 12 to 120
times each year, just to pay
basic household expenses
and make ends meet,” she
said.

The CFPB also said it is
paying close attention to the
monetary “tips” many of the
apps request when provid-
ing advances on paychecks.
On the call, Chopra called
the practice odd, noting that
many paycheck advance
companies bring in “sub-
stantial revenues” from the
so-called tips. 

In 2021, the California De-
partment of Financial Pro-
tection and Innovation
found “users often feel com-
pelled to leave [tips] due to
applied pressure tactics like
... claiming tips are used to
support other vulnerable
consumers or for charitable
purposes.”

With the interpretive
rule, the CFPB is clarifying
that “if workers obtain mon-
ey they are required to repay
out of their paychecks, this is
a loan under federal law,
[and the companies] must
disclose an interest rate.” 

This means that tips and
fees for expedited transfers
must be incorporated into
the cost of the loan, under
the disclosure scheme man-
dated by the Truth in Lend-
ing Act, and those costs may
not be treated as “inciden-
tal, even if the amount is
variable,” Chopra said. 

Some earned wage ac-
cess companies have argued
these fees should not be
treated as part of the stand-
ard APR calculation on the
loans. 

When Connecticut
passed a law capping the
fees the apps could charge
under its state usury limits,
at least one earned wage ac-
cess company, EarnIn,
stopped operating in the
state. Asked why, EarnIn
Chief Executive Ram Pala-
niappan said it was no long-

er “economically viable.”
Penny Lee, president of

the Financial Technology
Assn., an industry group
that counts many earned
wage access companies as
members, said her group is
“deeply concerned” by the
proposed action by the
CFPB.

“Earned wage access
should not be considered a
loan as it is a no-cost, nonre-
course product giving ac-
cess to money workers have
already earned, not future
pay,” she said in a statement.
The proposed rule would
“hurt millions of workers
who rely on earned wage ac-
cess to tap into their already
earned wages.”

In its report, the CFPB
found that, despite compa-
nies marketing these serv-
ices as free for workers in
non-employer subsidized
transactions, “most workers
paid at least one fee and
nearly all workers opt to pay
a fee for expedited access to
their funds.” The CFPB said
that with nearly 50% of
earned wage product users
turning to the service more
than once a month, “costs
may accumulate for workers
who are frequently paid by
the hour, have liquidity con-
straints and receive public
benefits.”

The agency will take com-
ments on the proposed in-
terpretive rule until the end
of August. 

“Today’s report and rule
are important steps for the
CFPB to ensure the market
is working,” Chopra said.
“We want to see the market
compete down costs for em-
ployees and employers.”

Lewis writes for the
Associated Press.

PERSONAL FINANCE

Earned wage access apps are lenders, agency says 
Workers who access
their paychecks early
before payday are
often subject to fees.

By Cora Lewis

ROHIT CHOPRA, director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, says
the proposed rule aims to prevent “race-to-the-bottom business practices.” 

Andrew Harnik Associated Press
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I
t’s not surprising that the Republi-

can Party took out of its platform, af-

ter decades, support of a national

abortion ban.

Not that Donald Trump and his

new vice presidential running mate, Sen.

J.D. Vance of Ohio, have had some epiphany

and renounced their long-standing opposi-

tion to reproductive rights. It’s more likely

that party leaders realized the stance risks

alienating the millions of voters in conserva-

tive and swing states who support repro-

ductive rights. States that voted for Trump

in 2020, such as Ohio and Kansas, more re-

cently voted to enshrine abortion rights into

their state constitutions or rejected mea-

sures that would prohibit doing so after the

Supreme Court overturned Roe vs. Wade in

2022.

So instead, the party slipped a seemingly

innocuous statement into its platform,

which delegates approved last week at the

Republican National Convention, about

standing for “families and Life.” That

sounds reasonable, but it’s much more sin-

ister than it seems. 

The statement continues with the obser-

vation that the 14th Amendment “guaran-

tees that no person can be denied Life or

Liberty without Due Process, and that the

States are, therefore, free to pass Laws pro-

tecting those Rights.” It then proclaims,

“After 51 years, because of us, that power has

been given to the States and to a vote of the

People.” This is a reference to the Supreme

Court taking away the federal right to abor-

tion.

It may be subtle, but it is clearly signal-

ing that the party hasn’t changed its values.

It’s a call for more fetal personhood laws,

which can be much more extreme and wide-

reaching than abortion bans. These laws

confer all the same rights on fetuses in a

uterus — and sometimes just fertilized eggs

— of any person walking around. More sig-

nificantly, the fetus’ rights supersede those

of the pregnant woman. 

It’s outrageous that anyone would sup-

port laws that take away personhood rights

from pregnant women while bestowing that

status on their fetuses. As with all antiabor-

tion statutes, they turn the pregnant person

into little more than an incubator.

There are already 18 states with some

kind of fetal personhood law or fetal person-

hood protection established by court deci-

sions, according to Pregnancy Justice, an

organization that advocates for the rights of

pregnant people. Depending on how they

are interpreted, personhood laws could af-

fect access to abortion, in vitro fertilization

(IVF) procedures and certain types of con-

traception such as IUDs because they occa-

sionally act after fertilization.

Personhood statutes were kept in check

by Roe vs. Wade. Now that Roe is over-

turned it’s possible these laws could be used

to ban abortion. For example, just days after

the Supreme Court decision in the Dobbs

case, abortion services stopped in Arizona

because it has a law on the books granting

personhood to fetuses, embryos and fertil-

ized eggs. Advocates successfully got part of

the law blocked in federal court. There are

likely more legal fights ahead here and in

other states with similar laws. 

But the reason to worry about these laws

is that they could be used not just to stop a

person from getting an abortion but crimi-

nalize a pregnant person for falling down a

flight of stairs, using even legal drugs or hav-

ing a miscarriage. “You are making that per-

son a walking crime scene,” says Karen

Thompson, the legal director of Pregnancy

Justice. 

Fetal personhood laws may also end up

stopping IVF procedures. The Alabama

Supreme Court decision this year that

frozen embryos have the same rights as chil-

dren provoked a national uproar and

caused IVF clinics in the state to suddenly

stop services. (Alabama then passed a law

protecting IVF providers from civil and

criminal liability for loss of embryos during

the treatments.) Interestingly, the GOP

platform also specifically states the party

supports IVF. 

Trump continues to take credit for

putting three justices on the Supreme Court

who were instrumental in overturning Roe

vs. Wade. Even as he tries to disown his past

support for a national ban, he refused to tell

Time magazine in April if he would veto

such a ban if he becomes president. His run-

ning mate opposed the Ohio ballot measure

last year enshrining abortion rights in the

Ohio Constitution. He signed a letter from a

group of Republican senators and Congress

members last year calling on Atty. Gen. Mer-

rick Garland to enforce part of a moribund

19th century vice law, the Comstock Act,

that could be used to ban the mailing of

abortion pills. 

This new statement in the platform is

just a change in language, not values. The

GOP will not protect a woman’s right to con-

trol her own body. And voters should not

think otherwise.

No matter how you word it,
GOP still seeks abortion ban

J.D. VANCE speaks as Donald Trump looks on in 2022. Their party removed
support for an abortion ban from its platform, perhaps to appeal to more voters.

Jeff Swensen Getty Images

The party may have changed the language in its
platform, but its values have not changed

Trump declared in his

nomination acceptance

speech that he felt safe

because “I had God on my

side” when a gunman’s

bullet nearly killed him at

his rally in Pennsylvania.

He and all decent hu-

mans are relieved he

avoided death and the

political process can contin-

ue democratically.

And it seems Trump’s

vigorous response to the

attempt on his life and the

not surprising sympathy

that stemmed from the

event has boosted him in

the polls.

But was this really a gift

from God?

Do Trump and his sup-

porters not see that the

swing in the polls only in-

creased calls for Biden to

step aside? Do they not see

that if Biden does exit, the

Democrats may nominate a

more competitive candidate

that wins the presidency?

Do they not see that, in that

event, Trump’s trials will

continue and he could pos-

sibly end up in prison for

years?

MAGA Republicans are

basking in the glow of “di-

vine providence.” It may not

turn out the way they are

expecting.

And if Trump loses,

Democrats might say this is

what God wanted all along.

Daniel Shafer

Los Angeles

::

“Trump’s Big Night”

read your caption, and what

a night it was. I watched the

convention while eating a

big bowl of ice cream. The

crowd was laughing, some-

times crying, while listening

to all the amazing speakers

including his sons and pre-

cious 17-year-old grand-

daughter, who spoke with so

much love for her Grandpa.

She was a star.

What a roaring crowd it

was! What a show; so bril-

liant and love was the theme

— love for America and love

for Trump!

Trump entered through

flashing lights and he spoke

for 90 minutes. His band-

aged ear showed and some

in the crowd had their ears

bandaged to show respect.

Trump kissed the helmet of

the uniform hung in honor

of the man who was killed

and he spoke about the

money raised for this man’s

family. There were cheers

and then all the family ap-

peared on the stage includ-

ing the stunning Melania.

And then the balloon drop,

red, white and blue — and

lastly bright gold balloons!

What a night.

Elaine Vanoff

West Hollywood

::

The narrative from the

Republican National Con-

vention has been that Don-

ald Trump had been trans-

formed: There is a New

Trump. A uniter. A hum-

bled, more empathetic man

given a second chance after

his brush with an assassin’s

bullet.

To me, this is reminis-

cent of what was said about

Richard Nixon — the New

Nixon — before and during

his 1968 election campaign,

carrying over to his reelec-

tion campaign in 1972. Sadly,

we did not learn until the

Watergate disclosures that

there was no New Nixon.

The new label was exposed

for what it was: a charade. A

lie. He was clearly the same

old Tricky Dick Nixon.

Fortunately for America,

the “New Trump” label has

likewise been exposed for

what it is: a charade and lie.

Although Nixon’s charade

was not fully exposed until

years after his election, the

New Trump has been ex-

posed prior to the 2024

election, only a few days

after his supposed epiphany

and about 10 minutes into

reading his acceptance

speech on a teleprompter.

The true Trump was re-

vealed as the divisive, lying,

vengeful, retribution-seek-

ing authoritarian in waiting,

and insurrectionist that he

is.

David W. Steuber

Laguna Beach

Grateful for
history and
education
Re: “Luskins donate $25

million to UCLA history

department,” July 16

As a UCLA alumna, I

would like to publicly thank

Meyer and Renee Luskin for

their generous donations to

UCLA, including the recent

donation to the history

department. I graduated

UCLA with a bachelor of

arts in history, and I share

Meyer’s perspective regard-

ing the importance of study-

ing history to help us navi-

gate the present and future.

I am particularly inter-

ested to hear about the

Luskins, since my father

and Meyer met each other

as young teens in Boyle

Heights and became life-

long friends until my fa-

ther’s passing. The Luskins

have put their wealth to

good use and I applaud

them.

Olivia Goodkin

Los Angeles

::

As an undergraduate

history major and member

of Phi Beta Kappa, I am

ecstatic about the new gift

to UCLA that will ensure the

promotion of further stud-

ies in the discipline.

History teaches under-

graduates to review and

discern large amounts of

information, to develop

critical arguments about

historical events and to

become resourceful in

searching for the truth on

an issue. In my history

courses at Colgate Uni-

versity, we debated issues

such as the use of atomic

weapons in 1945, the unjust

exploitation of slaves in the

U.S. and British Empire,

and the development of

democratic institutions —

all relevant topics in discus-

sions that take place today.

Those who chose to

major in history gain a

tremendous set of skills that

they can use in business,

law, higher education, gov-

ernment and many other

professional fields. As such,

it’s wonderful to see leaders

like Mr. and Mrs. Luskin

reinforcing the value of such

opportunities for today’s

students as they consider

their futures.

Christian Teeter

Los Angeles

DONALD TRUMP, J.D. Vance and family members celebrate at the end of the GOP convention last week. 

Jason Armond Los Angeles Times

After his speech at the Republican
convention, is there a ‘new’ Trump?
Re: “Trump recounts assassination attempt, outlines grim portrait of America in acceptance speech,” July 18

H
ow much longer must we engage in the hypocrisy that Trump was spared death by an assassin’s bullet because,

as Trump said, he had “God on [his] side?” Using that logic, Corey Comperatore, a true hero that took a bullet to

shield his family, did not have God on his side. And must every speaker end his or her presentation with the jingo-

istic “God Bless America”? It only emboldens those who feel that by divine right America can do what it pleases on the

international stage. I, for one, want no part of a deity that makes choices about which individuals to spare and blesses

some nations but not others.

Raoul Hutchens

Los Angeles
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When it comes to
abortion, Republi-
cans are doing
nothing less than
gaslighting Ameri-
ca. 

Well aware that
the divisive issue
could be their Achilles’ heel in
November, the GOP is pretending
to soften its opposition to abortion
rights.

Ohio Republican Sen. J.D.
Vance scrubbed his website of
absolutist antiabortion rhetoric
during last week’s Republican
National Convention. On Monday,
the day former President Trump
named Vance as his running mate,
Vance’s Senate campaign website
espoused “the sanctity of all life”
and called for “eliminating abor-

tion.” By Tuesday afternoon, the
language was gone, according to
HuffPost, and then the website
itself disappeared as it redirected
users to Trump’s website.

“My view is that Donald Trump
is the leader of the Republican
Party, and his views on abortion
are going to be the views that
dominate this party and drive this
party forward,” Vance told Fox
News on Monday. “You have to
believe in reasonable exceptions
because that’s where the Ameri-
can people are.”

But that’s not where the Ameri-
can people are. The American
people overwhelmingly believe
abortion should be legal in almost
all cases, not just in “reasonable
exceptions.” It is a minority — the
loud Christian right to which
Trump owes his takeover of the
Republican Party — that does not
want women to have abortions
ever, full stop.

Hence the gaslighting.
It began after the Supreme

Court overturned Roe vs. Wade in
2022. That year’s midterm elec-
tions soon gave Republicans a
rude awakening to the public’s
opinion of the decision, which

ended half a century of federal
reproductive rights. Polls had
identified inflation as voters’
biggest concern, but abortion
ended up looming like a dark cloud
over Republican candidates.

Young women and women over
65 broke hard for Democrats, who
gave up only a small fraction of
House seats they were expected to
lose as the incumbent party.
Nearly half of voters and nearly
two-thirds of Democrats said the
court’s abortion decision, in
Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, had a major
impact on their choices. Dobbs,
one Democratic strategist told
NPR, “made this argument of
Republican extremism more real
to voters. It connected the dots.”

And now, in an effort to win
over suburban women, the Repub-
lican Party is scrambling to dis-
connect those dots.

A Wall Street Journal poll last
spring found that while Trump
narrowly led President Biden in
six of seven battleground states,
39% of suburban women said
abortion was a make-or-break
issue for them, more important
than any other. A majority said

they considered Trump’s abortion
stance too restrictive.

So how can Trump allay the
fears of these voters? As he always
does: by making stuff up.

First, he is claiming he never
supported a federal ban on abor-
tion, which is, of course, a blatant
lie. As president, he supported a
federal abortion ban after 20
weeks of pregnancy; he later said
he was open to one after 15 weeks.
And he even told Chris Matthews
in 2016 that women who seek abor-
tions should face “some form of
punishment.”

And of course, he has spent the
last two years crowing about his
Supreme Court nominees, all
three of whom voted to overturn
Roe vs. Wade. 

Brett M. Kavanaugh, Neil M.
Gorsuch and Amy Coney Barrett
engaged in their own gaslighting
when they misled the Senate
about their views on the issue
during their confirmation hear-
ings. All said they respected stare
decisis, the principle that justices
should be guided by the decisions
made by previous courts, such as
Roe and Planned Parenthood vs.
Casey, which reaffirmed and re-
fined the rights set out in Roe. 

Trump officially retreated from
his earlier positions in April, say-
ing in a video posted on his Truth
Social platform, “My view is now
that we have abortion where
everybody wanted it from a legal
standpoint, the states will deter-
mine by vote or legislation or
perhaps both. And whatever they
decide must be the law of the land
— in this case, the law of the state.”

But in June, in a recorded video
message for the Danbury Insti-
tute, a coalition of Christian na-
tionalists that has described abor-
tion as “child sacrifice,” Trump
seemed to signal that he agreed.
“I’ll be with you side by side,” he
promised. “You’re gonna make a
comeback like just about no other
group.”

Capitulating to Trump’s politi-
cal calculation, the GOP platform
has been watered down on
abortion for the first time in dec-
ades. Since 1984, the platform has
embraced a constitutional amend-
ment banning abortion. Now the
platform says states should be free
to determine their own laws on the
subject and that the party will
support policies that “advance
Prenatal care, access to Birth
Control and IVF,” or fertility treat-
ments.

It’s no wonder given that voters
have supported reproductive
rights in all seven of the states that
have had abortion on the ballot
since Dobbs. Voters in 11 more
states will have the chance this fall
to keep abortion legal or to en-
shrine it as a constitutional right.

Republicans all over this coun-
try are ripping away the agency of
American women while pretend-
ing otherwise. Come November,
women and all those who support
us have a fighting chance to get it
back. 

@robinkabcarian

VICE PRESIDENTIAL nominee J.D. Vance appears on screens at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee last week. 
Carolyn Kaster Associated Press

The most consequential lies 
that Trump is telling women
The former president is
gaslighting voters to avoid
repercussions for backing
an abortion ban.

ROBIN ABCARIAN

On Monday, the day
former President
Trump named J.D.
Vance as his running
mate, Vance’s Senate
campaign website
espoused ‘the sanctity
of all life’ and called
for ‘eliminating
abortion.’ By Tuesday
afternoon, the
language was gone.

A
t a recent riverside
gathering, a friend and
I served wild-game ta-
cos. Each of our 40
guests got two: one elk,

the other black bear.
I have yet to hear from a single

person who preferred the elk.
America’s black bear popula-

tions are healthy and growing. The
International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature considers the
species to be of “least concern.”
That’s the same conservation stat-
us as raccoons and crows.

Yet the hunting of black bears is
a perennial tinderbox in wildlife
politics. From coast to coast, black
bear hunters are often under as-
sault from politicians, animal
rights extremists and wildlife man-
agement officials who are hostile to
hunting. New Jersey Gov. Phil Mur-
phy campaigned partly on his op-
position to the state’s black bear
hunt and, once elected, went
against his own wildlife manage-
ment agency’s recommendation in
ending the practice. (He rescinded
the policy after a dramatic rise in
bear-human conflicts.)

The California Department of

Fish and Wildlife conducts a tightly
regulated annual bear hunt with a
cap on the total killed as well as
prohibitions on wasting bear meat,
killing cubs and killing sows ac-
companied by cubs. Yet politicians
and activists have repeatedly tried
to strip the agency of its power to
authorize hunts without any evi-
dence that they’re detrimental to
the bear population. In fact, Cali-
fornia’s black bears have thrived
amid hunting, and all the evidence
suggests the state could signifi-
cantly expand bear hunting with-
out any negative impact.

The Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment issued a draft black bear
management plan in April that es-
timates California’s black bear
population to be about 65,000, up
from around 20,000 in 1998, when
the last such plan was adopted.
The dramatic growth in their num-
bers could justify an expansion of
hunting.

The increase is a function of not
only more bears but also better
counting. The 1998 population esti-
mate was derived from data on
hunted black bears. Today, that
data set is combined with informa-
tion from an array of nearly 3,000
cameras distributed throughout
California bear habitat.

Animal rights activists often
misrepresent or obfuscate such
population data. The number of
bears killed by hunters dropped
dramatically, for example, after the
California Legislature banned the
use of dogs to hunt the animals in
2012. A decade later, the Humane

Society of the United States
petitioned the Department of Fish
and Wildlife to issue a moratorium
on black bear hunting, citing the
drop in hunters’ success rates as al-
leged evidence of a declining bear
population, which it clearly was
not.

Yet it’s hunters, not the Hu-
mane Society, who help foot the bill
for black bear research and man-
agement. From 2012 to 2022, black
bear hunters paid more than 
$27 million in licensing fees that
funded the salaries of state biolo-
gists and game wardens. An excise
tax on guns, ammunition and
other hunting-related equipment
generates an additional $10 million
to $30 million annually for the
state, much of which went to black
bear research and management
over the last decade.

Any given California bear is un-
likely to be killed by a hunter. Up to
almost half of black bears die
within their first year of life, most
often due to cannibalism, starva-
tion or abandonment. Among ma-
ture bears, the leading causes of
death are human-related, but
thanks to cars and other anthropo-
genic dangers, this is true even in
areas where bear hunting is not al-
lowed.

In the areas of California that
are open to hunting, the annual
harvest rate — the share of bears
killed by hunters — is only about
3% of the population. But black
bear populations can handle an
annual harvest rate of at least 16%
without declining. California could

allow each hunter to take two bears
instead of the current limit of one,
double the cap on total kills to 3,400
and reverse the ban on hunting
with dogs and still see no decline in
overall bear numbers. The new
management plan alludes to this,
noting that “protection from hunt-
ing may not necessarily result in
greater survival and, conse-
quently, population growth.”

California’s first documented
fatal black bear attack on a human
took place in November. While it
was an isolated incident and
there’s no reason to think more
bear hunting could have prevented
it, it was a reminder that all species
exist within the context, and often
at the expense, of other species.

One study found that a new-
born mule deer west of the Sierra
Nevada crest is over six times more
likely to be killed by a black bear
than to die of any other cause. And
every time a mountain lion kills a
prey animal in the Mendocino Na-
tional Forest, it has a more than
70% chance of losing it to a black

bear. This forces mountain lions to
kill more deer and is likely linked to
documented declines in that
species’ local population.

Such is the eternal interplay be-
tween predators and prey, which
has had a human dimension for
thousands of years in California.
Fortunately, rigorous science and
proper regulation can help us man-
age the relationship between hunt-
ing and hunted so that it’s sustain-
able and even helpful to wildlife. In
responsibly consuming the surplus
of black bears, hunters can fund
the means of improving our collec-
tive understanding of wildlife, fi-
nance habitat protection and
other projects to support wildlife,
and help employ wardens to pro-
tect the animals.

It’s understandable that most
Californians will never choose to be
hunters. What’s less clear is why
more don’t support those who do.

Steven Rinella is a writer and
conservationist who hosts “The
MeatEater Podcast.”

A BLACK BEAR on a street in Arcadia in 2020. Soaring ursine
populations can contribute to more human-bear conflict.

Irfan Khan Los Angeles Times

California’s bears are thriving.
Let hunters kill more of them

The bear population is far
larger than once thought.
More hunting would fund
more conservation work.

By Steven Rinella
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N
ot to brag, but when 
I was a tween, I scored
a personalized signed
photograph of Keanu
Reeves in “The Matrix

Reloaded.” Although I’ve long out-
grown my enthusiasm for celebrity
autographs, I’m hardly alone in still
being a fan — of the actor’s films,
yes, but also of his dating an age-
appropriate artist (the bar really is
that low for men in Hollywood),
founding a small press with her
specializing in artists’ books and
being a generally nice guy. So when 
I heard a few months ago that
Reeves had paired up with China
Miéville on a novel, “The Book of
Elsewhere,” I was delighted.

The idea of them working to-
gether was pleasing: Like Reeves,
the acclaimed author of “Perdido
Street Station,” “Embassytown,”
“The City & The City” and many
others has a sort of could-beat-you-
up mien that is belied by his soft-
spoken demeanor. And as a long-
time fan of Miéville’s books, 
I couldn’t see him working on a
project that merely stroked celebri-
ty vanity. So I was genuinely looking
forward to his first novel in more
than a decade, regardless of its
co-author. 

While I had reservations when 
I first started the book — its pro-
logue is written in a jerky, staccato
style that reads rather like scene
descriptions in screenplays — I soon
was won over by Miéville’s otherwise
lush prose and his and Reeves’ mel-
ancholy romp of a narrative.
“The Book of Elsewhere” follows

Unute, a man who cannot die. Born
from lightning and his mother’s
prayers, Unute has been alive for
roughly 80,000 years, and over the
course of his many millennia has
seen civilizations, species, technolo-
gies, mythologies and religions rise
and fall. He has died over and over
again — not that he’s easy to kill —
only to be reborn each time within a
human-size egg sac. He’s been wor-
shiped as a god and feared as a
demon, although he doesn’t believe
he is either. And he is, in the 21st
century, in the rather mundane
position of being involved with the
U.S. Army’s Special Forces, who’ve
decided that his berserks — the
frenzied states in which he commits
horrific violence against anyone in
his path — are useful.

So far, so tropey, and for good
reason. “The Book of Elsewhere”
works completely as a stand-alone
novel, but it’s technically a tie-in to
the existing IP of Reeves’ 12-issue
comics series, “BRZRKR,” which
was funded via an extremely suc-
cessful Kickstarter. He also is pro-
ducing and starring in a film adapt-
ation for Netflix (Unute’s physical
characteristics were clearly mod-
eled after the actor’s, presumably
for this very reason). In other words,
the new novel’s source material
knows what it is — action-packed,
ultraviolent and morally ambiguous

— and Miéville clearly took that to
heart when agreeing to work with
Reeves. As he told Wired: “If you
come in wanting horrible violence
and a helicopter chase, you’re going
to get it, because it would be cheat-
ing to not give you that.”

There aren’t any helicopter
chases, per se, in the novel, but
Miéville’s point stands: “The Book of
Elsewhere” includes plenty of lov-
ingly described moments of brutal-
ity, when Unute loses himself to his
berserks: “he, in the rising riastrid
glory, fists, the gun, that wet burrow
of bullets into his self, and rip bite
shoot gouge, and stay back, com-
rades, stay back, investigators of
and companions to this immortal
flesh, because here he was on a
mission and bang cut slice.”

I don’t know how the co-authors
divided the book’s labor, but from
the few interviews I found, it sounds
like the pair came up with an outline
together and the words are largely
Miéville’s. This tracks, because once
I pushed through the awkward
opening pages, I discovered a pro-
foundly stylish and beautiful ap-
proach to the trials and tribulations
of the ancient warrior who cannot
die.

The novel’s main plotline follows
a series of strange events such as the
brief reanimation of a soldier in
Unute’s unit, the arrival of an im-
mortal babirusa (a kind of pig) and
the recent emergence of a self-help
group in town. Unute and his han-
dlers suspect these are all con-
nected, although it’s not clear until
late in the book what factions are

involved and who is loyal to whom.
It’s an enjoyable action-mystery cut
through with moments of existential
melancholy as Unute tries to reckon
with what he is. Even after all these
eons of undeath, he still doesn’t
really know.

Where “The Book of Elsewhere”
really shines, though, is when it
departs from its contemporary
setting. Alternating chapters give
voice to the stories of other charac-
ters throughout history encounter-
ing Unute. 

Readers meet a doctor (who it is
strongly implied is Sigmund Freud)
to whom Unute tells the truth about
his immortality; an intersex servant
Unute saves from likely gang rape; a
woman Unute married and loved
deeply only to abruptly leave her
without explanation; and others
whose lives brushed against his. In
other chapters, Unute narrates
elements of his internal life using
second-person perspective: “You
long ago identified in yourself, no
matter what evidence you amass
that the thought is folly, a sense of
toldness. That certain things must
be, to make the shape of life a story.
You have seen such hankering in
most of the people you’ve known. It
is because you share that dangerous
inclination that you hesitate to say
you are not human.”

Both sets of chapters add depth
to Unute, bringing his predicament
— he is an immortal who wishes he
weren’t — to emotionally satisfying
and morally complex places.

While “The Book of Elsewhere”
may include some tropes and con-
trivances, Miéville’s keen eye, brim-
ful imagination and impeccable
style make it a deeply pleasurable
read.

Ilana Masad is a books and culture
critic and author of “All My Mother’s
Lovers.”

A novel co-written by 
Keanu Reeves is actually great
By Ilana Masad

The role of co-author China Miéville is clear
in this provocative, tragic, action-packed tale
of an immortal’s encounters across millennia.

The Book
of Else-
where
by Keanu
Reeves 
and China
Miéville

Del Rey Books

B
y the mid-1980s, San Diego
had exploded into one of
the 10 most populous met-
ropolitan areas in the
country, but most resi-

dents simply refused to believe it.
For them, it was still a funky little
beach town — one with an unofficial
slogan: “We are not L.A.” Thanks to
the stable economy supported by
military bases, tourism and real
estate, much of San Diego felt
immune to urban decay.

That is, until March 31, 1985, when
two white San Diego police officers
and a civilian observer followed a
pickup truck with seven young
Black men up a long dirt driveway in
the Southeast section of the city.
Everything changed because of the
tragedy that ensued: The driver of
the truck, 23-year-old Sagon Penn,
grabbed an officer’s gun and shot
the civilian and both officers, killing
one. The shooter then stole a police
car and ran over the surviving offi-
cer.

Many San Diegans were shocked.
They shouldn’t have been.

For more than a decade, warn-
ings about a looming crisis had been

coming from
two groups:
members of
the Black
community in
Southeast San
Diego and the
cops responsi-
ble for policing
the area.

While parts
of San Diego
exceeded all
other large

American cities in economic growth,
some communities had been left
behind. Black residents had been
redlined into the Southeast. Free-
way construction carved up once-
vibrant residential neighborhoods
and commercial districts. Changes
in city zoning laws permitted the
building of suburban mega-malls
that diverted retail customers away
from the independent retailers that
anchored the local economy.

When violent crime began to
skyrocket nationwide in the
mid-1970s, Southeast San Diego
suffered with the rest of the country,
while the city’s white majority could
remain largely oblivious. The crimi-
nals got meaner, the drugs got hard-
er, guns were suddenly everywhere.
By early 1985, residents of the South-
east were feeling beleaguered, en-
dangered, overwhelmed and ig-
nored.

They had an unlikely ally in call-
ing for more resources: the cops who
policed the place, who were seeing
the violence and knew they couldn’t
contain it. But as long as San Diego
leaders refused to acknowledge they
had a big-city crime problem, they
wouldn’t increase the almost laugh-
ably inadequate police force. San
Diego had one cop for every 714
residents, compared with ratios of 
1to 237 in Philadelphia, 1 to 272 in
New York City and 1 to 437 in L.A.

Outnumbered and outgunned,
cops in San Diego began getting
murdered at an alarming rate. One
each in 1977, ’78, ’79 and ’83 — all shot

to death. In 1981 and 1984, four offi-
cers died: “In San Diego, they kill us
in pairs,” one street cop explained.
By March 1985, an officer in San
Diego was 15 times more likely to be
killed in the line of duty than an
officer in Los Angeles was.

This was the backdrop for the
altercation on March 31, 1985. Like so
many police shootings of recent
years, this racially charged conflict
led to a fatal shooting and an acquit-
tal for the killer — but in this case,
the shooter was a Black suspect and
two of the victims were white cops.

By the time newspapers landed
on suburban driveways the next
morning, two opposing narratives
had developed. Many of the almost
50 eyewitnesses would later say that

the shooter, Penn, had acted in
self-defense after being beaten by
the officers with batons. Police and
many members of San Diego’s con-
servative establishment said it was
just another case of police officers
being gunned down while doing
their job.

An editorial in the historically
conservative and white San Diego
Union newspaper all but pro-
nounced Penn guilty while exonerat-
ing the police officers. “The fault lies
not with our police officers, but with
the punk elements who inhabit this
fair place,” veteran journalist Ed-
ward Fike wrote in an opinion piece.

And then something unusual
happened. A brash young anchor-
man for the ABC affiliate, Michael

Tuck, took on the newspaper in an
editorial segment. He accused the
paper of convicting Penn without a
trial. “Give editorial writer Edward
Fike a rope and a tree limb and he’d
be dangerous,” Tuck proclaimed on
air.

This anchor represented the
“new San Diego” demographic —
college-educated, socially liberal,
ethnically diverse. His message was
not that Penn was innocent and the
police responsible for the incident,
but that the city should practice
patience and restraint and let the
courts do their job. Most of the city
seemed to take his advice.

Shockingly, so did the Union,
which had recently brought in
younger reporters and entrusted
them with covering the case. They
stuck to the facts. In the absence of
social media and 24-hour cable
news, a few responsible voices pre-
vailed.

Over the next 2 1⁄2 years, through-
out two astonishing trials, San
Diego was forced to come to terms
with the fact that it was really two
cities living separate lives: one
mostly white, thriving and safe, the
other mostly Black, struggling and
increasingly dangerous.

As the trials unfolded, there were
accusations of police misconduct,
excessive use of force, officers per-
juring themselves on the stand,
witness tampering and racism.
Some of the Black witnesses were
accused of “getting their stories
straight” prior to testifying, to bol-
ster the argument that Penn had
acted in self-defense. The case re-
fused to fit neatly into anyone’s
preferred narrative.

When it was done, two juries of
mixed racial makeup had each
deliberated more than a month and
decided that Penn had been mostly
justified in his actions and not guilty
of murder or attempted murder.
Officials dropped the remaining
charges against him.

There were expressions of rage
and cries of injustice, but ultimately
the city accepted the verdicts. Lead-
ers vowed to do better for all of San
Diego, not just the affluent white
areas.

A few years later, when rioting
erupted in Los Angeles, Oakland,
Las Vegas and other cities in the
wake of the acquittal of LAPD offi-
cers in the 1991 beating of Rodney
King, San Diego remained mostly
calm. 

“We had been through our own
crisis between police and the Black
community years before Los Ange-
les did,” said former deputy police
chief Norm Stamper. “We learned
how to talk and listen to each other.”

A Southeast community leader,
Billy Moore, also said recently: “If we
had not gone through what we did
with Sagon Penn, things would have
been very different.”

San Diego hadn’t wanted to even
admit it was a big city, but it trans-
formed into a role model for others
— all because one tragic night in
1985 forced a racial reckoning.

Peter Houlahan is the author,
most recently, of “Reap the
Whirlwind.”

THE NIGHT THAT
FORCED SAN DIEGO

TO GROW UP
A deadly clash between white cops and a Black man

in 1985 led to years of tension, but also inoculated the
city against the sort of riots that would soon rack L.A.

By Peter Houlahan

SINCE ITS

painful chap-
ter, San Di-
ego has had
better race
relations and
police-com-
munity rela-
tions than
many peer
cities.

Gregory Bull Associated Press

Reap the
Whirlwind:
Violence,
Race, Jus-
tice and the
True Story
of Sagon
Penn
by Peter
Houlahan
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“L
iars,” by Sarah

Manguso, seethes

with rage. With a

surgeon’s precision,

Manguso painstak-

ingly autopsies a couple’s unfolding

— and increasingly toxic — relation-

ship, chronicling each and every

symptom of its pathology. If you

think that sounds like a formula for

an unsettling novel, you wouldn’t be

wrong.

Manguso is a poet, essayist and

novelist who has long probed

charged topics, among them mental

illness, sexual abuse, misogyny,

motherhood and the predations of

an autoimmune disorder. Here she

has written a work of autofiction,

apparently drawing on her own

fraught marriage, which ended in

divorce.

Jane is a talented writer on the

cusp of success when she encoun-

ters John, an aspiring artist with

charm to spare. On John’s urging,

Jane applies for the same presti-

gious fellowship he’s hoping to win,

but only Jane is admitted. She feels

guilty; John wants to support Jane,

but in truth, he’s bitter. Soon after

he learns of her achievement, Jane

tells us that John “went out and

didn’t call and came home late. … He

said he’d gone out drinking, a
phrase that repelled me. I hated the

person John became when he

drank.”

“Liars” is entirely narrated by

Jane, whose mood and perspective

shift from line to line, alternating

between rationalizations of why her

love for John is justified, followed by

declarations of why she must leave

him. Her desperation is palpable:

“John woke me at two in the morn-

ing, and we fought in screaming

whispers. … In the morning he left

without telling me where he was

going. Treading water, awaiting

death — how interesting, the future

had disappeared. I wondered what

would happen next.”

What happens next is more of the

same, on steroids. Jane and John

have a child (referred to throughout

as “the child”). Predictably, Jane

puts much of her work on hold to

take care of their son, yet still suc-

cessfully publishes book after book.

John, on the other hand, can’t man-

age to pull off the art openings he’s

commissioned to stage, and he

pivots to pursue a career as an

entrepreneur, which necessitates

frequent travel and a stomach for

financial insecurity. Jane remains at

home, falling deeply in love with the

child while simultaneously contem-

plating what her life might be absent

marriage and motherhood. Man-

guso’s reflections recall the work of

Rachel Cusk, and even Virginia

Woolf, who also questioned whether

a woman could be happy in — could

survive, even — the entrapment of

marriage. “I floated face down in

housewifery,” Jane muses.

As has been true of previous

Manguso writings, “Liars” eschews

chapter separations; paragraph

breaks are random. Jane’s observa-

tions appear to be those of a diarist,

registering each emotion as they

arise, while also charting the mun-

dane — activities such as doing

laundry or going to the bathroom.

And yet Jane is an unreliable

narrator, always attempting to

reconcile John’s bad behavior with

her desire to remain with him. She

lies to herself and to the reader, on

one page recalling that “John still

talked over me, told me my feelings

were stupid, blamed our fighting on

me, left the room in the middle of a

conversation, and said it was a rea-

sonable reaction to my being crazy.” 

Two pages later, after John re-

turns from a visit to investors, Jane

revels in her good fortune: “John

came home and I couldn’t believe

how lucky I was to have such a

happy family.”

Anger propels this novel, and yet

there are lovely moments, as when

Jane marvels at the exquisite ten-

derness she feels for her son: “The

best part of my life had been this

animal intimacy, the secretion of my

milk into this body. … That absolute

authority of which the baby must be

convinced to be safe. … The honor

the mother must give the baby,

when the baby is ready to know that

her absolute authority was never

real.”

So why does Jane stay with John,

even after she shares that he is

irresponsible, jealous of her profes-

sional success, dismissive of her

wish that he participate in house-

hold chores and child-rearing re-

sponsibilities, continually accusing

her of instability? Besides the sex,

which for many years is frequent and

intense, Jane can’t give up the

dream of a forever partner: “My god,

how I’d loved thinking about our

long marriage. I’d loved thinking of

myself as having the capacity for

mature love, which I’d experienced

as self-erasure and processed as

achievement.” The “ongoingness” of

it all.

In recent years, it has become

commonplace for writers to portray

marriage — and motherhood too —

as a cross between joy and horror.

There’s much horror here, minus the

joy, except that Manguso is a mas-

terful sentence writer and a brutally

honest surveyor of the disadvan-

tages women endure.

Still, the inescapable takeaway is

Jane’s fury, which makes it Man-

guso’s too. Perhaps it is that wrath

that prevents the reader from seeing

John as anything but a cad, devoid

of nuance or depth. Has Jane de-

ceived herself all along into thinking

John is worthy of her devotion? Or is

it her sense of betrayal that causes

her to see him as a monster?

By the end, we know only that

Jane sees liberation in their separa-

tion: “I closed my eyes and gathered

the entire marriage into a pile. It

looked like a scene from a building

demolition. … Then I compacted it

and the pile contracted. … When 

I was done, it was black as coal and

had the density of a collapsed star. 

I opened my eyes.”

Leigh Haber is a writer, editor and

publishing strategist. She was

director of Oprah’s Book Club and

books editor for O, the Oprah

Magazine.

An angry work of autofiction,
surveying a difficult marriage
By Leigh Haber

The inescapable takeaway from ‘Liars: A
Novel’ is the narrator’s fury, which makes it
author Sarah Manguso’s too.

Liars: 
A Novel
by Sarah
Manguso

Hogarth Press

T
he winter before last,

my wife and I were driv-

ing back to L.A. from

Mammoth when our car

began veering across the

lane markers as dust devils rose

from the desert floor. We were in an

Antelope Valley windstorm.

A barely visible 18-wheeler about

100 yards ahead of us suddenly top-

pled over. By the time we had crept

through the storm, we had counted

at least a dozen more semis lying on

the shoulder like tipped cows.

What had caused such violent

winds? Did we miss any warning

signs? Was such strange weather in

fact remarkably common?

William A. Selby’s comprehen-

sive account of California’s varied

meteorological phenomena, multi-

tudinous microclimates and sea-

sonal extremes, “The California Sky

Watcher: Understanding Weather

Patterns and What Comes Next,”

solves many such mysteries of the

climate that creates — and is cre-

ated by — the state’s landscape and

civilization.

Raised in Santa Ana, Selby is a

retired Santa Monica College pro-

fessor who has conducted research

for the National Weather Service.

His latest book, complete with help-

ful, dizzying and sobering diagrams

and photographs, could easily serve

as the text for a college earth science

course. It takes a thoroughly empiri-

cal approach to California’s four

seasons and their manifestation

across its myriad topographies.

Selby demands a lot of his read-

ers from the get-go: In the introduc-

tion, he offers a primer on the funda-

mental physics of atmospheric

science, suggesting that most of

what follows won’t make much

sense without it. Some readers

might be unpleasantly reminded of

the days when they were graded on

their ability (or inability) to grasp

such concepts. But those who mus-

cle through the book’s occasional

pedantry — often regarding the

negotiations between air masses

and geographic formations — will

gain a better appreciation of the epic

forces contributing to California’s

alternately eerie, chaotic and idyllic

weather. And those most familiar

with the state’s unique climate will

be more likely to share Selby’s fasci-

nations.

The science here is most compel-

ling when Selby spins thermal col-

umns, updrafts, trade winds and

cloud formations into a history of

California’s cities and often man-

made geography. He tracks an an-

nual winter cyclone pattern from the

North Pacific all the way down to

Orange County to tell the story of

the 1938 flood, the consequences of

which are still evident today. Up to

30 inches of rain in less than a week

led to more than 100 deaths and a

host of flood control measures, an

overreaction that paved river chan-

nels and obliterated L.A.’s riverside

habitats (and didn’t even fix the

flooding problem). To this day, we’re

still spending money to remove that

concrete and restore lost riparian

ecosystems.

Selby aims not only to explain the

science of the state’s weather but

also to demonstrate its ubiquitous

influence on our history and society.

His examples range from quotidian

comedy to bizarre criminality.

He laments, for example, how

San Francisco’s summertime fog

and swirling winds resulted in four

decades of disastrously entertaining

Giants baseball, defined by freezing

fans and fly balls thrown unexpect-

edly off course. The franchise relo-

cated from wind-whipped Candle-

stick Point to a basin shielded by

hills in 2000 — and finally started

winning championships.

The state’s weather also has

influenced its industry, including

the less legitimate sectors. In North-

ern California’s Emerald Triangle,

known for its marijuana farms,

clandestine cannabis growers have

taken advantage of heavy rainfall

and dense forests to illegally reroute

water courses. The notion might

seem comical at first, but these

rogues have poisoned natural

ecosystems with chemicals and even

murdered civilians and bandits

perceived as threats.

Selby thus relates the state’s

weather to its people — who may act

in accordance with or, more interest-

ingly, in defiance of it — offering

respite from the book’s drier pas-

sages.

His greatest gift to readers is to

reveal the climate as an indomitable

equalizer. He consults great word-

smiths such as Joan Didion, Joni

Mitchell and Annie Dillard to convey

the fear and awe that California

weather inspires. Patience and

perseverance through the book’s

atmospheric science pays off: When

Selby concludes, “Earth’s natural

rhythms, cycles, and systems will

always rule our lives in the long run,”

we know just how true this is. And a

sky watcher should wax philoso-

phical every once in a while.

In the book’s final chapter, on

climate change, Selby juxtaposes

early settlers’ primitive or nonexist-

ent means of forecasting the

weather with today’s mind-blowing

technologies. He notes that al-

though more and more Californians

live on disaster-prone terrain, the

number of lives lost to weather-

related disasters has dropped,

thanks partly to the availability of

such information. If I’ve ever taken

my weather app for granted, I won’t

do so again anytime soon.

Now about that windstorm. A

relatively stable air mass blows from

southwest to northeast over the

Transverse Ranges north of L.A.

That air rushes down the northern

side of the mountains as if on a roller

coaster, reaching such velocity that

it drops below its level of equilibrium

and blasts across the desert floor.

To compensate for this sudden

change, the winds loop back toward

the mountains and mix with the

remaining stable air mass, creating

oscillations that animate dust

storms.

As dramatic and frightening as it

was to experience, it’s an annual

occurrence that wreaks regular

havoc across the desert. Fortu-

nately, we made it back safely to L.A.

and a windless, 62-degree day in the

middle of February. Behold, the

Golden State.

Daniel Vitale is a writer in Los

Angeles and the author of the novel

“Orphans of Canland.”

How California’s weird, wonderful,
catastrophic weather shapes us
By Daniel Vitale

A STREET

in downtown
Los Angeles
during the
1938 flood.

Los Angeles Times

The Cali-
fornia Sky
Watcher:
Understand-
ing Weather
Patterns
and What
Comes Next
by William
A. Selby

Heyday Books
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Aging has its
drawbacks, if
you hadn’t
noticed.

But are
there any
benefits to
getting older,
other than the
fact that it
beats the alternative?

I asked that question of
readers a few weeks ago,
and apparently the answer
is yes, yes, yes, yes, and yes
again, according to the
hundreds who chimed in.

“When I asked for pre-
boarding on a flight this
month,” said Betty Hecht-
man, “the airline person
didn’t even ask why but just
gave it to me.”

The next time I line up
for a Southwest Airlines
flight, and my boarding
number is C56, I’m going to
try the Hechtman Hustle
and see if it works.

Another big advantage
to stacking up birthdays,
Mark Slocum said, is that
you are met with lowered
expectations. “I never hear
anyone say, ‘Grandpa would
you please move this refrig-
erator?’ Or ‘Grandpa, could
you please climb up to fix
the roof?’ ”

And speaking of grand-
parenting, Slocum said his
skills in that department
are seldom called into ques-
tion. Keep the kids safe, he
said, and he can get away
with saying things like, “You
boys want milkshakes with
those breakfasts?”

As noted in my June 22
column, I swiped this idea
from “Three Not-So-Bad
Things About Aging and
Longevity,” a weekly news-
letter affiliated with the
Stanford Center on
Longevity.

Some readers sent a
single thought on the topic,
while others — apparently
with a lot of free time on
their hands — ran up lists of
10 or more.

I’m sorry there’s space
for only a fraction of the
responses, but I’d like to
share some of my favorites,
beginning with this obser-
vation from Linda Heisen:

“I wear my bra A LOT
less,” she said. “Let freedom
swing.”

Heisen had more to
contribute, saying that
instead of a bucket list, she
has a forget-about-it list.
She’s not one for the ever-
popular retirement pursuits
of learning a language or
taking up an instrument,
“both of which I’m crappy
at.” Her motto is to do what
works for her, “even if it
means disagreeing with my
doctor and not upping my
statin to get my LDL below
80. Enough chasing magic
numbers!”

That kind of blunt, liber-
ated attitude was threaded
through the responses,
especially when it comes to
fashion.

“There are advantages to
being invisible,” Stephen
Wilson said. “I’ve finally
figured out that nobody
cares what I wear. If I had
the desire, I could dress like
a Walmart shopper.”

Gary Fisher is not linger-
ing at the closet, either. “I
wear cargo pants or shorts
and an aloha shirt basically
everywhere,” he said. “I
consider this to be the
height of fashion.”

You won’t find Marian
Sunabe at Bloomingdale’s,
either. “You go from dress-
ing for others to dressing for
yourself,” Sunabe said. “I
can wear whatever fun and
funky and COMFORT-
ABLE clothing I find at the
thrift shop!”

That kind of self-as-
sured, this-is-who-I-am
mentality can be liberating,
as Madeleine Fisher Kern
related in telling me that she
quit bothering with hair
color touch-ups.

As years
pass, the
perks of
old age
do add up

GOLDEN STATE

STEVE LOPEZ

[See Lopez, B2]

In the aftermath of a
global technology outage
that snarled flights, Los An-
geles International Airport
was beginning to return to
normal Saturday, despite
some continued delays.

As of midday, the track-
ing website FlightAware re-
ported, more than 120 outgo-
ing flights from LAX had
been delayed — 14% of the to-
tal at the time — and more
than 40 outgoing flights had
been canceled. Of the incom-
ing flights, more than 150
had been delayed and more
than 40 canceled. 

“We are seeing some de-
lays and a few cancellations
as our airline partners con-
tinue to return to normal op-
erations following the global
technology issues,” said Dae
Levine, a spokesperson for
Los Angeles World Airports,
adding that LAX was “over-
all headed into a much bet-
ter day.”

“We look forward to help-
ing our passengers get to
their destinations smoothly
and safely and we urge pas-
sengers to confirm flight in-
formation with their airlines
before leaving for the air-
port,” Levine said.

The outage disrupted
operations Friday not only
at airports, but also banks,
healthcare systems and gov-
ernment agencies. The out-
age was blamed on a defec-
tive update from Crowd-
Strike, a Texas company
that provides cybersecurity
software to customers
around the world.

In a statement Friday,
CrowdStrike founder and
Chief Executive George
Kurtz apologized and said
the company had moved
quickly to fix the issue and
“focus diligently on restoring
customer systems.” The
problem did not stem from a
cyberattack, he said.

Beyond LAX, others also
continued to grapple with
the fallout. Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center said in a 

LAX is
picking
up speed
after tech
outage
By Emily Alpert Reyes

[See LAX, B9]

As a second July heat
wave is expected to broil the
state, officials warn that the
dangerous consequences of
extreme heat events are ex-
pected to only worsen — in
length and severity — in a
warming climate. 

That grim outlook comes
on top of new data showing
just how bad the heat has
been in California’s interior.

According to data re-

leased last week by the U.S.
Census Bureau, locations
along the California-Arizona
border had the country’s
longest streak of days that
hit 90 degrees in 2022.

Residents in some areas
of eastern Riverside, eastern
San Bernardino and Im-
perial counties saw streaks
of 156 days, or more than 22
weeks, at or above 90 de-
grees in 2022, according to
the new data. A few commu-
nities in nearby Yuma and
La Paz counties in Arizona
also hit that many days in a
row at or over 90 degrees. 

The federal government
defines extreme heat for
most of the nation as two or
three days above 90 degrees.

California takes a more 

THE LANDMARK giant thermometer in Baker, Calif., reads 115 degrees Friday. Imperial and eastern Riv-
erside and San Bernardino counties were among those that saw the nation’s longest heat streaks of 2022.

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

Longest heat streaks of
2022 hit inland counties

A BOYplays with water equipment at Jastro Park
during a heat wave last month in Bakersfield.

Jason Armond Los Angeles Times

People near Arizona
endured more than 22
weeks at 90 degrees
or higher, data show. 

By Grace Toohey and

Sandhya Kambhampati

[See Heat streak, B4]

When Sookie Orth sat down to
write her college essay last fall,
something quickly came to mind.

A pizza box.
Orth, then a senior at Sequoyah

School in Pasadena, began her
draft with a declaration: “I learned
how to fold a pizza box at the age of
nine.”

She told the story of her years-
long connection with Pizza of
Venice in Altadena, where she
often dined with her family as a lit-
tle kid. One day, the manager in-
vited her to assemble a box. Im-
pressed with Orth’s speed, the
woman told her she could work at
the pizzeria when she was older.

Eventually, Orth got that job —
and it changed her life by showing
her the value of hard work. 

“Folding those boxes feels dif-
ferent now,” she wrote.

It was a particular kind of box.
The one used by the restaurant fea-

tures artwork of a pizza kitchen:
There’s a brick oven, shelves
stocked with ingredients, and, no-
tably, two incongruous chefs at
work. One is rendered in a lifelike
fashion, the other is a simply drawn
cartoon, his smiling face just a few
squiggly lines. There’s a slogan at
the bottom of the box: “Enjoy your
delicious moments!” 

It makes for a strange tableau.
“It is really kind of messed up

when you look at it closely,” said
Orth, 18, a server at Pizza of Venice.
“Everything feels very cut and
paste. And the phrase, ‘Enjoy your
delicious moments!’ — what if I
don’t? It’s like a command.”

Internet denizens have long
been captivated by the box, which
can be found at pizzerias across
the West, including many in the
L.A. area. Social media users have
posted about the chefs and their
different looks. On Reddit, nearly a
dozen threads devoted to the box
have been published since 2013, in-

Odd pizza box captivates social media
Incongruous design and message to enjoy ‘delicious moments’ invite curiosity

THIS INEXPENSIVE pizza box, found at many restaurants along
the West Coast, has become a curious fixture across the region.

Christina House Los Angeles Times

By Daniel Miller

[See Pizza, B9]

On a sweltering morning
in Watts, community health
worker Elizabeth Calvillo
rapped on a shut gate with
her pen, hoping the sound
would carry over the rumble
of an airplane.

“Good morning! ¡Buenos
días!”

When a young mother
emerged from the house in
her pajamas, shading her
eyes from the sun, Calvillo
and co-worker Maria Truji-
llo explained they were
knocking on doors to see if
she or her neighbors needed
anything. They asked the
mother: Was she on Medi-
Cal? Was there anything else
she needed?

The 26-year-old said she
had insurance but was tired
of spending hours to get seen
at a downtown clinic that
said it would take months to
schedule a physical for her 3-
year-old daughter.

“I haven’t even gotten my
checkups because it’s so
hard to get an appoint-
ment,” the woman la-
mented.

The two promptly offered
to refer her to a local clinic.
Trujillo put in the referral
electronically on the spot.
Calvillo told her they would
follow up in a week or two to
make sure she had gotten an
appointment.

The mother thanked
them. “I’ve been stressing
about it. You guys came at
the right time!”

“That’s what we’re here
for,” Calvillo replied.

In Los Angeles County,
the public health depart-
ment is trying to — quite lit-
erally — meet people where
they are. This year, it has
launched a pilot project that
sends teams to knock on
doors in neighborhoods like
Watts, Pacoima and Lincoln 

Teams go door to door to assist public with health needs 
By Emily Alpert Reyes

[See Health, B4]
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“I finally had the courage
to allow my shining mantle
of snow white to emerge to
the ooohs and aaahs of
friends and strangers alike,”
she said.

And Fisher Kern offered
up another keen insight: As
“humans continue to disre-
spect each other and their
environment,” she said, she
worries about younger loved
ones but sees an advantage
for herself. “I will not be
around to experience the
ugliness of it all.”

Quite a few readers
mentioned what I’ll call the
Free Pass advantage of
moseying along the home
stretch of life.

Meg Hassenpflug said
she came to realize “there is
no need to engage with
people you don’t care for.”
Kay Bloor said she no longer
feels obligated to “attend
events I’d rather not go to.”

Excellent observations,
and I second the notions.
Time becomes more pre-
cious along the home
stretch, and it’s like Social
Security — you’ve earned
the right to spend it as you
wish.

Jackie McCone teed it up
perfectly:

“If you want to play the
age card, for whatever rea-
son,” McCone said, “it’s
about 99% effective.”

Ken Brock is certainly
taking no half-measures.

“I am retired even from
volunteer work,” he said,
“and I am happy not to have
to see or deal with people,
for the most part.”

Let’s move on now to
some practical, day-to-day
benefits of advancing age.

“I’m not hearing things I
didn’t wanna hear to begin
with,” Jaz Kaner said

“No one wants to pick a
fight with an old person.
There’s no perceived 
glory in it,” Keith Schurer
wrote.

There is glory, however,
in bringing home the gold,
as Mark Haendel has done
after 50 years of running the
trails in Will Rogers State
Historic Park and compet-
ing in races. “As you move
into older and older age
groups while competing,”
Haendel said, “you get a lot
of medals.”

He’s been last in the race,
but first in his age group.

Give that man another
gold medal.

I heard from lots of read-
ers who speed things up as
they age, taking up new
hobbies, going to the gym,
volunteering for pet causes.
One woman said she has
enjoyed hanging out with
the grandchildren, garden-
ing, “and finding out sex
without intercourse is
pretty great too!”

That’s why they say the
key to happiness is to never
stop learning.

But slowing down works
for a lot of people too.

“You can sit back quietly
and observe,” as Anne
Whitacre put it. “Most

things are not your prob-
lem.”

Laura Epstein Scully,
once a corporate “worker
bee,” enjoyed downshifting
in retirement and taking a
“mañana attitude.” “I
glance at my to-do list and
say to myself, ‘None of those
has to be finished today. I
can read a book instead.’ ”

William Shields is on the
same clock, “reading novels
on the rocking chair on my
porch” and feeling as though
“this is the happiest time of
my entire life.”

Among the other philo-
sophers who weighed in:

Mark Frey, who said,
“You’re finally a grown-up
and discover that inner
child you suppressed all

these years.” 
Ron Dean, who wrote, “I

notice the colors and shapes
of the world much more.
They’re pretty remarkable.” 

And Daryl Studebaker,
who said, “I’m not in such a
hurry to get there, but more
curious about what I find
along the way.”

Mike Lyons and his
husband have found some-
thing timeless in Griffith
Park, where they walk their
dog.

“Oh my gosh, the world is
beautiful,” he said. “The
trees, the seasonal changes,
the play of light and shad-
ows across the city. I have
given myself over to beauty,
wonder, and gratitude. The
world is amazing. … I’ve

never felt it so deeply.”
Nicely put, and Lyons

wasn’t done. With the luxu-
ry of time, he explained, you
can make smart choices
about what’s important in
the world. “I’m glad I made
myself turn off the news on
TV,” Lyons said. “It was
sinking me in despair and
anger. 

“I still read the news
from various sources online,
but I limit the amount of
time I give that too. The
Olympic test of being an
adult is realizing that the
world can be brutal and
glorious at the same time.
The great test is finding a
balance between the two,
and I intend to fight this
good fight for the rest of my

days.”
I could go on and on,

thanks to readers. But for
now, just two parting
thoughts.

“On the subject of ag-
ing,” Shirley Wells-Ruge
said, “we are experts simply
because we are old. I do not
need another degree, anoth-
er certificate, another li-
cense. I am an expert be-
cause I am 90 years old. No
one argues with me; those
who would have are dead.”

And finally this, from
Leah and Norm Schweitzer:

“A great thing about
aging,” they said, “is that
you don’t have to worry
about dying young.”

steve.lopez@latimes.com

Any benefits to aging? Yes, yes, yes, readers say

CAROLYNN MIDDLETON, 75, left, and Larry Nathan, 87, join others in the Balance Challenge Class at the Culver City Senior Center.
Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

[Lopez, from B1]

An animal protection
group is offering a $25,000 re-
ward for help identifying
whoever zip-tied a German
shepherd’s mouth shut be-
fore abandoning him in the
Malibu wilderness.

Volunteers say the dog,
now named Argon, is around
7 years old and describe him
as sweet and kind in spite of
his ordeal. 

Since being rescued, he
has been diagnosed with
lymphoma, which may be
terminal.

“We do not know how
long he has. It could be
weeks or months,” said
Fleur Dawes, a spokes-
person for In Defense of Ani-
mals. “We do know that
we’re going to make that
time as comfortable as pos-
sible for him.”

“If the person who did
this to the dog was of sound
mind,” she added, “they
would have been aware that
they were sentencing him to
death.”

A couple headed out to
rock-climb at a remote loca-
tion found Argon on July 3
with zip ties around his neck
and snout. 

Argon cautiously ap-
proached the climbers, who
were able to coax him into
letting them take the tie off
his mouth before police and
animal control arrived, ac-
cording to In Defense of Ani-
mals.

Initially, the group of-
fered a $2,500 reward for in-
formation leading to the per-
son responsible for aban-
doning the dog. 

But multiple donations
poured in after the group re-
vealed the dog’s plight, and
the reward has now bal-
looned to $25,000.

Argon was found about
250 feet down the side of the

road near the 500 block of
North Malibu Canyon Road
— roughly four miles from
the coast. 

He was taken first to the
Palmdale Animal Care Cen-
ter for medical treatment,
then to the Agoura Animal
Care Center. 

Both facilities are op-
erated by the Los Angeles
County Department of Ani-
mal Care and Control. He
was taken in by an Orange
County German shepherd
rescue on July 11.

It’s unclear how long Ar-
gon was in the wilderness be-
fore he was found, but
Dawes said she does not be-
lieve it was too long.

“Dogs cannot sweat like
humans to keep cool. They
pant through their mouths
to regulate their body tem-
perature and it would not be
likely that he was out there
for a terribly long time,”
Dawes said.

One of the rock climbers
who found the dog, and
wishes to remain anony-
mous, said Argon appeared
to be injured and required
help getting to the animal
control officers who re-
sponded to the scene.

Los Angeles County Ani-
mal Care and Control Direc-
tor Marcia Mayeda called
the circumstances in Ar-
gon’s case “horrific, and an
affront to human decency
and our role as responsible
stewards to our pets.”

“We are certain he will get
the love and care he has al-
ways deserved for the rest of
his days,” Mayeda said.

After being rescued, he
was found to have double ear
infections, was covered in
painful warts and had hind
leg trauma, In Defense of
Animals said in a statement. 

He probably traipsed
through poison oak while
out in the wilderness and the
swelling in his paws had not
subsided as of Thursday,
Dawes said.

To report a tip, anony-
mously or otherwise, call
(415) 879-6879. Donations for
the reward can be made at
idausa.org/argon.

Who zip-tied and
abandoned a dog
ailing with cancer?

By Nathan Solis

A $25,000 reward has
been offered for help
identifying the culprit
in the Malibu case. 
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An excessive heat warn-
ing was issued Saturday for
Southern California’s inland
and desert communities,
with triple-digit tempera-
tures forecast through next
week, bringing an elevated
fire risk to some areas, ac-
cording to the National
Weather Service.

Portions of Los Angeles
County, including Palmdale
and Lancaster, as well as
smaller towns in the San Ga-
briel Mountains and the An-
telope Valley, can expect
temperatures of 100 to 110 de-
grees. 

The warning is in effect
through 10 p.m. Wednesday.

Heat warnings were also
issued for mountain areas of
Ventura and Santa Barbara
counties, and for desert
communities in the Inland
Empire such as Victorville
and Apple Valley.

In the Central Valley,
high winds and dry condi-
tions have added to worries
of fires. Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric said thousands of cus-
tomers, mainly in the Fresno
area but also Sacramento
and Bakersfield, could lose
electricity on Saturday in a
power shutoff plan to pre-
vent wildfires.

In L.A. County, Angeles
National Forest has been a
particular area of fire con-
cern. On Friday, a wildfire
broke out in the Fork area of
the forest and has spread to
330 acres. More than 200 per-
sonnel from federal, state

and county agencies were
battling the fire Saturday
with “lots of air tankers and
helicopters,” said Angeles
National Forest spokes-
woman Dana Dierkes.

The Fork wildfire was
“0%” contained as of Sat-
urday morning, she said.
“Vegetation is very dry, it’s
been very hot,” Dierkes said.

Two people were treated
for potential smoke inhala-
tion, Dierkes said, and recre-
ationists were evacuated
from the East Fork of the
San Gabriel River and from
the parking lot area at the
East Fork Trailhead. Resi-
dents have not been evacu-
ated.

The East Fork area is a
popular destination for hik-
ing and camping, and many
have been going there to cool
off from the hot weather in
L.A. But those looking to ac-
cess the river through East

Fork will find the road has
been closed so crews and
equipment can have a clear
path to fight the fire.

Farther east, closer to
where Angeles National For-
est meets the San Bernar-
dino National Forest, some
300 firefighters are battling
the Vista wildfire, which has
scorched almost 3,000 acres
on the south side of Lytle
Creek. As of Saturday morn-
ing, that fire was reported as
83% contained, according to
the interagency information
website InciWeb.

Between July 1 and July
11, there have been 38 wild-
fires within and surrounding
Angeles National Forest,
Dierkes said.

Separately, a fire ignited
Friday afternoon in Palm-
dale. The Deer fire, affecting
about 270 acres, has been
fully contained, according to
California officials.

KENIA RUANO, right, and her friend rest as their kids practice soccer Saturday in Sylmar, which saw tem-
peratures in the upper 90s. Parts of the Southland could see triple-digit temperatures through next week.

Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

High temperatures prompt
warning in Southland areas
Desert and other
inland areas of L.A.
County could face
heat up to 110 degrees.

By Don Lee

Extreme heat is causing
canned carbonated drinks
to explode while being
opened by flight attendants
on some Southwest Airlines
flights, according to airline
officials.

“We’re aware of the issue
and have been taking steps
to keep onboard beverages
cooler, especially in our air-
ports experiencing extreme
temperatures,” said Chris
Perry, spokesperson for
Southwest Airlines. “It’s a
cross-functional effort be-
tween our airport teams and
those in the air.”

The incidents have
mostly occurred on flights
out of airports in Phoenix
and Las Vegas, which have
been gripped by brutal heat
waves, with triple digit tem-
peratures forecast for this
week. 

Other cities include
Austin, Houston, Dallas and
Sacramento.

The airline did not know
how many incidents have
been reported so far or how
many employees have been
hurt by the exploding cans.

“But one incident is al-
ready too many,” Perry said.
“That’s why we are address-
ing it.”

He said no passengers
have been hurt.

CBS News, which re-
ported the story first, said
about 20 flight attendants
had been injured by the rup-
turing cans, including one
who needed stitches. 

Perry said part of the
problem might have to do
with the way Southwest
stores and loads drinks on
planes. Unlike other airlines,
he said, Southwest does not
stock perishables on board
and rarely uses air-condi-
tioned catering trucks. 

In an effort to address the
exploding cans problem, he
said, the airline imple-
mented a series of pro-
cedures that include using
coolers and directing
ground crews to return car-
bonated can drinks with a
temperature of 98 degrees or
more back to the warehouse
to cool down. Flight attend-
ants have also been asked
not to open cans that appear
deformed.

“We’re also testing the
use of some air-conditioned
trucks in Phoenix and Las
Vegas,” he said. “The two
markets have essentially
high temperatures and are
two of our biggest opera-
tions.”

The measures were simi-
lar to those listed in an inter-
nal email to employees that
CBS News obtained. 

In the July 12 email, titled
“Hot & Bursting Cans: 
Provisioning Procedural
Changes,” company officials
said finding solutions to the
“bursting hot cans” was a
top priority and listed a se-
ries of changes the company
was implementing such as
limiting the amount of time
the cans spend in the heat
and stocking fewer cans on
provisioning trucks.

Perry said the changes
appeared to be helping so
far, as there have been fewer
incidents. 

Bursting
soda cans
injure
airline
workers

By Ruben Vives

Brutal heat is causing
containers to explode
when opened,
Southwest says.

One possible explanation
for why Daniel wants a new
trial is included in a Novem-
ber 2023 court document
sent to his attorney and oth-
ers: a small, handwritten
note suggesting the Aryan
Brotherhood wants to kill
Daniel. 

A spokesperson for the
U.S. Department of Justice
could not immediately be
reached for comment.

The California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation said in a state-
ment that “because of the
safety and security issues in-
volved in this case, CDCR is
unable to provide further de-
tails at this time.”

The plea agreement
stems from a long-running
investigation into racket-
eering, drug trafficking and
murders inside and outside
of California prisons by more
than a dozen members of the
Aryan Brotherhood. 

Among those who were
indicted in the 2019 case was
Daniel.

In December, he was sen-
tenced to life in federal pris-
on after he agreed to a plea
deal in which he admitted to
murdering an inmate at Sa-
linas Valley Prison on Oct.
29, 2016.

“In particular, Daniel ad-

The agreement seemed
straightforward: Brant
Daniel, a member of the Ary-
an Brotherhood prison
gang, agreed to plead guilty
to murder and, in exchange,
prosecutors would see to it
that he served time in fed-
eral prison.

But Daniel, 50, also
known as “Two Scoops,”
said prosecutors didn’t up-
hold their end of the bargain,
leaving him to serve time in a
Sacramento state prison for
the last seven months.

On July 10 he filed a mo-
tion requesting the U.S. Dis-
trict Court overturn his sen-
tencing, reinstate his not
guilty plea and set the case
for trial. 

“The prosecutor’s agree-
ments in the plea agree-
ment, and his assurances in
court that had been relayed
to my attorneys, are the rea-
sons I pled guilty — that is, to
be transferred to federal
prison,” he wrote in his mo-
tion. 

Daniel’s motion does not
explain why he was adamant
about being incarcerated in
federal prison. His attorney
John Paul Balazs declined to
comment.

mitted that he committed
the murder because the vic-
tim failed to carry out a hit
assigned by an Aryan
Brotherhood member and
then lost valuable drugs be-
longing to Daniel and, by ex-
tension, the Aryan Brother-
hood,” federal prosecutors
said at the time. 

“In his plea, Daniel ad-
mitted that he willfully, de-
liberately, and with pre-
meditation, murdered the
victim in order to maintain
his status within the Aryan
Brotherhood,” they said.

At the December hear-
ing, when the plea agree-
ment was finalized, Assist-
ant U.S. Atty. Jason Hitt, one
of three federal prosecutors
on the case, told the federal
judge that the government
had agreed to remove a rack-
eteering conspiracy charge
against Daniel and would re-
quest that he be transferred
from state prison to federal
prison, according to court
records.

Transcripts submitted
by Daniel with his motion on
July 10 show discussions
among his attorneys, federal
prosecutors and a probation
officer over the plea agree-
ment.

According to the tran-
scripts, Daniel agreed to the

terms, even as U.S. District
Judge Kimberly J. Mueller
informed him that the trans-
fer to federal prison was not
guaranteed.

Mueller also read an
email she received from
Dominic Ayott, deputy re-
gional counsel for the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons, clari-
fying that such transfers
were at the discretion of the
two prison agencies and that
the court lacked authority to
order transfers.

“I don’t know how this
has been worked out so far,
but this is not something the
Bureau of Prisons agrees to
and I do not believe the U.S.
attorney’s office or a local
prosecutor can do this ei-
ther,” Mueller said. “Typi-
cally, any such shift is at the
request of the California De-
partment of Corrections,
and it’s ultimately decided
by the deputy attorney gen-
eral.”

Hitt, according to the
transcripts, told the judge
he was aware of the bureau’s
stance.

“The regional counsel’s
position is well known to
me,” he said. “It’s one that
I’ve discussed with him
many times. Understand
that I’ve taken steps that I
believe will be successful.”

Aryan Brotherhood lifer seeks trial, transfer
By Ruben Vives

solidated rental car facility
and parking lot.

A new LAX/Metro transit
station at Aviation and 96th
is set to open in November,
and car rental company Avis
is expected to begin opera-
tions at the new facility in
August, Ackerman said. 

“We’re going to take 
42 million vehicle miles a
year off of Los Angeles roads.
I think that’s a tremendous
accomplishment, and it’s go-
ing to make a difference in
the lives of Angelenos,” he
said. 

“I was told when I got
here that the easiest way to
to lose a friend in Los Ange-

project is about 95% com-
plete, disputes between the
airport and the contractor,
LAX Integrated Express So-
lutions over timing, produc-
tion and compensation led
to significant delays.

Ackerman said all those
involved are having weekly
calls to address problems as
they arise so that issues do
not “fester and grow.”

The project is part of a
$30-billion overhaul of one of
the world’s busiest airports.
The new allocations will be
pulled from reserve funds,
officials said, and increase
the Automated People
Mover budget to $3.34 billion

The commission that
oversees Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport has voted
to allocate $400 million more
to settle legal claims over the
long-awaited automated
people mover train.

Pending final sign-off by
the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil, Thursday’s approval
from the Los Angeles World
Airports Board of Airport
Commissioners clears the
way for completion of the de-
layed project. Officials ex-
pect the train to be com-
pleted by Dec. 8, 2025, and in

use by January 2026.
LAWA Chief Executive

John Ackerman said he’s
confident the timeline will
be met but cautioned that
those dates aren’t concrete. 

“We are building it on
land that LAWA does not
own, we are interacting with
other agencies that we have
no control over, and there
are sometimes unforeseen
problems on projects of this
complexity,” he said.

Construction on the 2.25-
mile elevated train was ex-
pected to be finished in 2024
in preparation for the 2026
World Cup and 2028
Olympics. Although the

from $2.9 billion.
The approved funds in-

clude a $50-million contin-
gency that may not be used
in its entirety or at all.

As LAX currently op-
erates, hundreds of thou-
sands of travelers and em-
ployees funnel into and out
of the airport’s gridlocked
horseshoe loop each week
without any public transit
alternative, as most major
airports offer. 

Transit experts and air-
port officials expect the peo-
ple mover to significantly re-
duce traffic by offering an
easy connection to the Met-
ro system and to a new con-

les is ask the friend to drive
to LAX on Friday night. ...
This is a problem that we
need to solve.”

Once running, the train
will operate 24/7, running 
every two minutes during
peak hours from 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Officials expect the
train will cut 117,000 vehicle
miles each day and carry
about 30 million passengers
each year. 

The hope is that if more
people take advantage of the
train and cut down on rides
in and of the airport, traffic
congestion will ease — a pos-
sibility that could have a rip-
ple effect across the city.

LAX people mover is back on track after settlement
By Colleen Shalby

The next stage of repairs
to stabilize the Rocky Creek
Bridge “slip-out” on High-
way 1 in Big Sur will again
close the two-lane road, but
the closures will occur only
overnight, California De-
partment of Transportation
officials announced last
week.

Beginning Monday, the
damaged section of the
roadway about 12 miles
south of Carmel will partly
close each night from 9 p.m.
to 6 a.m., with traffic ex-
pected to be delayed up to
one hour, Caltrans said in an
update. That work will con-
tinue through Thursday.

“Crews will use these par-
tial closures to re-position
the existing K-rail and place
temporary striping to allow
for construction activities in
the southbound lane,” Cal-
trans officials said in a state-
ment. 

The next week, from 
July 28 through Aug. 1, the
road will fully close from 
9 p.m. through 6 a.m. for re-
pair work, Caltrans officials
said. Further closures are
expected to be intermit-
tently necessary after that
week, officials said. 

No overnight work is
scheduled for Friday or Sat-
urday nights, the agency
said. 

On March 30, a portion of
Highway 1’s southbound
lane collapsed during heavy
rains, sending the roadway
crumbling into the ocean.
The slip-out initially closed
that section of the highway
for weeks. 

A single lane of the dam-
aged stretch was reopened
to the public in mid-May,
with vehicles taking turns
heading in opposite direc-
tions via an alternating traf-
fic signal. 

To reopen both lanes, sig-
nificant work is still neces-
sary. Caltrans officials said
the necessary repairs are ex-
pected to be complete next
summer. 

Meanwhile, other dam-
aged sections of Highway 1
have been closed since Janu-
ary 2023. About 30 miles
south of the Rocky Creek
slip-out, a string of land-
slides — including one this
winter — closed a stretch of
the roadway near Lucia.
That closure begins near
Limekiln State Park from
the south.

Kevin Drabinski, a
spokesperson for Caltrans,
said work on Regent’s Slide,
the largest of the landslides
that closed this section of
roadway, is ongoing.

Caltrans hopes to be able
to reopen that southern
stretch by late fall, Drabin-
ski said last month. 

Further
repairs on
Big Sur’s
Highway 1 

By Grace Toohey

REPAIRS are made at
Rocky Creek Bridge.

Caltrans District 5

Stabilization of Rocky
Creek Bridge ‘slip-out’
will again close road,
but only at night. 
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nuanced measure, basing
extreme heat thresholds on
a location’s average histori-
cal high. In some cases, the
state has classified ex-
tremely hot days as over 100
degrees.

Other areas in southeast-
ern California — specifically,
in Imperial, Inyo and east-
ern Riverside and eastern
San Bernardino counties —
hit more than 100 consecu-
tive days with temperatures
at or above 90 degrees in
2022, the new data show. 

Communities in Kern,
Kings, Fresno and Tulare
counties recorded the next
longest stretches, hitting 91
or 92 days at or over 90 de-
grees.

The Census released this
data as part of its Communi-
ty Resilience Estimates for
Heat, an effort to better
understand vulnerabilities
to extreme heat — a phe-
nomenon that has become
the nation’s most deadly
weather-related event. 

“We do know we need to
be more prepared for this,”
said Patricia Solís, the exe-
cutive director of Arizona
State University’s Knowl-
edge Exchange for Resil-
ience, which helped develop

the data set. “It is hot and
getting hotter. ... We need to
scale our preparedness and
response and resilience to
the scale of the problem.”

At some point in 2022,
more than three-quarters of
California’s census tracts
had a “heat event,” defined
by the Census Bureau as ei-
ther two or more consecu-
tive days that hit 90 degrees

or a day with a “wet bulb
temperature” at 80 degrees
or higher. 

The wet bulb measure is
the temperature reading
from a thermometer covered
in a water-soaked cloth,
which slowly evaporates,
mimicking the heat stress
on the body as people sweat.
Research has found that a
wet bulb temperature over

85 degrees can begin to
cause significant effects on
daily life and human health. 

More than 40% of the
communities that experi-
enced a heat event had a
high rate of households that
are considered significantly
socially vulnerable, having
at least three risk factors
that can compound the ef-
fect of extreme heat or other

disasters, according to fed-
eral officials. 

The U.S. Census Bureau
considered 11 social vulner-
abilities, including house-
holds that potentially lack
air conditioning, have finan-
cial hardships or disabilities,
lack health insurance or in-
ternet access, or have resi-
dents older than 65.

Solís said she hopes that

the data can help govern-
ments, community organ-
izers, nonprofits and aca-
demics “target the people
who need it the most” when
it comes to resources that
help people become more re-
silient to extreme heat.

“This helps us give some
visibility to that and help us
refine where we target inter-
ventions,” she said. 

Inland
counties
had ’22’s
hottest
streaks

JACOB GALVAN, 12, of North Hollywood cools down in a stream in Sunland-Tujunga on July 9. Figures from the U.S. Census Bureau
show that three counties near the California-Arizona border endured the nation’s longest streaks at or above 90 degrees in 2022.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

[Heat streak, from B1]

once a year to check on
households. Tiffany Romo,
director of the community
engagement unit at L.A.
County Public Health, lik-
ened it to “concierge serv-
ice.” Even after someone has
been linked with health care
or other needed services, she
said, the teams will reach out
to them again, making sure
they actually got what they
needed.

It is a system more com-
mon in countries such as
Costa Rica and Cuba,
credited with forging closer
connections between health
agencies and their commu-
nities. Costa Rica, which
sends health workers to
households, saw a drop in
potential years of life lost —
one that was sharper for its
poorest residents than its
wealthiest ones.

But it’s “rarely done in
the U.S.” for health workers
to be assigned responsibility
for the whole population in
a geographic area, “includ-
ing the ones that don’t show
up at clinics,” said Dr. Asaf
Bitton, associate professor
of medicine and healthcare
policy at Harvard. “That’s a
whole different orientation.

“We know that most
health is created outside the
medical care system,” Bitton
said, but commercial insur-
ers do not typically pay for
things like food or housing.
Instead, the approach in the
U.S. has largely been, “ ‘We
will pay for whatever you
need once you have the
heart attack.’ ”

The pilot program relies
on $75 million from a federal
grant that will be spread out
over five years, providing
$1.5 million to each team in 10
“high need” areas. 

What success looks like
under the program, Romo
said, “is really up to the com-
munity to define.” But public
health officials say their
hope is it will drive down in-
equities and result in health-
ier neighborhoods. Analyz-
ing the information it gath-
ers will also help inform fu-
ture efforts at the public
health department.

L.A. County Public
Health Director Barbara
Ferrer said the pilot pro-
gram emerged not only out
of the successes seen in
Costa Rica and Cuba, but

Heights to ask residents
what they need.

The county might be able
to reach people with bill-
boards or ads, X or Insta-
gram, but knocking on doors
is “more personal,” said Tru-
jillo, a community health
worker with Children’s
Institute, one of the local
groups carrying out the
work. “You have an actual
person coming and showing
that they want to be of serv-
ice to you.”

The Community Public
Health Teams, run by com-
munity organizations and
health groups in partner-
ship with the county, are
each tasked with knocking
on anywhere from 8,000 to
13,000 doors in designated
areas. 

Community health work-

ers ask questions for a
household assessment —
which covers unmet needs
for medical care, assistance
needed for day-to-day activ-
ities, mental health, housing
instability, neighborhood vi-
olence and other issues —
and try to connect people
with services such as
enrolling in Medi-Cal or find-
ing a food bank. Each team is
also linked to a healthcare
partner that can offer pri-
mary care.

“This is bringing health-
care to the door of the indi-
vidual,” said Monica Dedhia,
director of community
health programs for Chil-
dren’s Institute, “versus
waiting for someone to make
an appointment.”

The pilot program is ex-
pected to last five years, with
teams returning at least

out of the experiences of the
COVID-19 pandemic, when it
“became abundantly clear,
particularly in lower re-
source communities, that
people were very discon-
nected from services and
support.”

In many cases, “it wasn’t
that they were necessarily
uninsured or underinsured,”
Ferrer said. “They just wer-
en’t connected to a health
care provider” or other local
services. Sometimes the
problem was “an informa-
tion gap,” sometimes fear or
distrust and sometimes bar-
riers such as long waits or
burdensome paperwork,
she said.

In Pacoima, a working-
class neighborhood in the
San Fernando Valley, many
“people just don’t know
those resources are avail-
able,” said Dionne Zantua,
program manager for anoth-
er team run by Providence
Health & Services Founda-
tion. 

Scarlett Diaz, a Provi-
dence community health
worker, said many Pacoima
residents also fear that sign-
ing up for programs such as
Medi-Cal could jeopardize
their chances of a green card
or citizenship, even as Cali-
fornia officials have thrown
open the program to eligible

residents regardless of im-
migration status.

Misinformation isn’t the
only obstacle: As Diaz and
her co-worker Ashley Jack-
son rounded the neighbor-
hood one Wednesday, clip-
boards in hand, they faced
locked gates and growling
dogs. Some residents waved
them off or told them to
come back another time. 

But their daily rounds
have made a difference. Be-
fore the Providence team in
their neon vests stopped at
her gate, Monica Avila said
she had already seen them
walking her Pacoima neigh-
borhood. The 62-year-old
tried to hush her barking
dogs as Diaz and Jackson
began asking about any-
thing she needed.

Avila told them about
the speed bumps she
wanted the city to install
on her block. She told them
her husband had died and
one of her sons had been
killed. That she used to go
out dancing, but not any-
more.

She told them about the
anxiety she suffered, “bad
anxiety where like I feel like
I’m being locked in,” so bad
it was hard to stop by a com-
munity center for free re-
sources. Diaz gave Avila her
number, offering to help her

get what she needed there
next time without having to
join the crowd inside.

Avila seemed relieved.
“Thank you for coming and
listening to me,” she said.

The work can be slow go-
ing: After stopping at more
than 40 homes that morn-
ing, Jackson and Diaz had
ultimately completed two
assessments with residents.
They left door hangers
about the project on fences,
planning to return to people
they hadn’t reached. 

Romo said she expects
that a major challenge will
be simply getting people to
open their doors. Dedhia
said that in Watts, for in-
stance, the community “has
been heavily surveyed, but
the follow-up isn’t necessari-
ly there all the time.” Anoth-
er community health worker
in Watts recalled that at one
home, a man grew angry
when the team stopped by,
asking them, “Isn’t it obvi-
ous what the community
needs?”

But Ferrer said the pro-
gram hinges on the fact that
“a lot of people have things
that they need help with —
and they’re not getting
help.”

“We’ll build trust very
quickly,” she said, “if we can
deliver on that.”

Health teams visit homes to ask, ‘What do you need?’ 

ASHLEY JACKSON, left, a community health worker for Providence Health &
Services Foundation, speaks with Monica Avila at her Pacoima residence in June.

Carlin Stiehl For The Times

[Health, from B1]
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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Norwalk Los Alisos North Apartments is Now Accepting
Applications for 2brm and 3 brms units, some with special
design features for individuals with disabilities. Inquire
during our regular business hours 9am-1pm & 2pm- 5pm
(Monday- Friday) at 11809 Los Alisos Circle, Norwalk, CA
90650.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY & A Person with Disability

PH. 562-929-6471 TTY:711 Email: losalisos@hyderco.
com

Rentals Other Areas

Ecommerce Analyst (Ver-
non, CA). Analyze data sets
to support decision mak-
ing. Bachelor’s in business
related. $66,602/yr. Resumes
to: IKWholesales Corp., 2761
Fruitland Ave., Vernon, CA
90058

Administrative Supervisor:
Req’d: Associate degree in
any major. $60,278/yr. Mail
Res.: Allstate Int’l Freight
USA, Inc., 1250 W. Artesia
Blvd., Compton, CA 90220

Staff Acct (IPA): Process capi-
tation revenue reports to
provide trending, process
claims data to prepare IBNR
lag schedules. Min Req: BA
or foreign equiv in Finance,
Acctg or related + 2 yrs of
exp as a Fin Analyst, Acct
or related. Demonstrated
proficiency in Interm Excel
(Pivot, Vlookup, Index). Sal-
ary Range: $65K – $75K.Tele-
commuting allowed. Mail
resume: MedPoint Manage-
ment, 15301 Ventura Blvd.
Bldg D Suite 200, Sherman
Oaks, CA 91403, Job #200SA,
Attn: Adreanna Provencher

Acct (Fin. Analyst – IPA): Re-
view & approve accounting
close procedures & balance
sheet reconciliations, up-
date IBNR Model & calculate
IBNR.Min Req: BA in Acctg or
related + 2 years of exp as a
Fin Analyst, Acct or related.
Demonstrated proficiency
in Adv Excel (Pivot, Vlookup,
Index), SQL & Access. Sal-
ary Range: $70K - $80K. Tele-
commuting allowed. Mail
resume: MedPoint Manage-
ment, 15301 Ventura Blvd.
Bldg D Suite 200, Sherman
Oaks, CA 91403, Job #200SA,
Attn: Adreanna Provencher

Top’s Handbags, Inc. seeks
Accountant. Salary $75,088/
yr. Mstrs. in Acctg, Actuarial
Science or closely rel. field.
Prepare fin. stmts, assist w/
budget plans. Work site:
Vernon, CA. Mail resumes
to: 2231 E. 39th St., Vernon,
CA 90058

Au Pair Reqmts: 12 months
exp.; CPR/First Aid/Seizure
Training plus High School/
GED. Oak Park, CA. Email Re-
sume to: bradleye
vanbaker@gmail.com

Employment

GEM IN THE SIERRAS
Beautiful 1.9 acres, 20 miles
to Yosemite. Lofty pine, oak,
lilac & creek on cul-de-sac.
Quaint semi furnished 1482’
home, 400’ guest house.
Vacation/rental/retirement.
Call for video, no agents
$505K (559) 683-2707 Pp

HOMES FOR SALE

VACATION
PROPERTIES

Colorado LogHome
Spacious 4br/3.5ba 35+
acres Full round, hand
hewn logs. 4340 sq ft. Amaz-
ing views. MLS # 811607
$1,765M

Carol Ann Peter-
son Associate

Broker Jim Smith
Realty 480-213-

0511 brk

Out of State

Palos Verdes Bluff
Beautiful Home on large lot
Magical OceanViews
Desert Pacific Properties
DRE 01420416 / 02198860

Claire Harvey

760.636.3501 agt

HOMES FOR SALE

LA COUNTY
SOUTH BAY

FOR SALE

FreonWanted
Certified buyer looking for
R11, R12, R22 & more! Call
Xiomara at 312-697-1976.

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

M A R K E T P L A C E
latimes.com/placead To place an ad call 1.800.234.4444JOBS

Business Analyst, Strategy
and Transactions (SaT) –
EY Parthenon – Transac-
tion Strategy & Execution
(Deal Strategy & Manage-
ment) (Manager) (Mul-
tiple Positions) (1520190),
Ernst & Young U.S. LLP,
Los Angeles, CA. Serve
as a Strategy & Operations
professional to prepare and
execute mergers and acqui-
sition plans tomaximize syn-
ergies and financial benefits
from transactions. Requires
domestic and international
travel up to 80% to serve cli-
ent needs. Employer will ac-
cept any suitable combina-
tion of education, training,
or experience. $205,000.00
per year. For complete job
description, list of require-
ments, and to apply online,
go to: ey.com/en_us/careers
and click on “Careers - Job
Search”, then “Search Jobs”
(Job Number - 1520190).

Business Analyst 2 sought
by Skyworks Solutions, Inc.,
Irvine, CA: Design business
systems, tools, processes.
Salary: $93,309 - $135,400/
yr. Resumes to
Angela.Ho@skyworksinc.
com. Ref: CA0524BMS

BUSINESS
Netflix, Inc. is accepting
resumes for the following
positions in Los Angeles,
CA: Manager, Marketing &
IP Legal Operations, Tools,
& Workflows (Ref 7564543)
Proactively identifying
workflow/operational pain-
points and opportunities.
Spearheading and socialize
innovation and continuous
improvements. Hybrid posi-
tion with work in office and
at home. The wage range
for this position is $105,726
– $350,000 per year. Special-
ist, Communications (En-
tertainment + Studio) (Ref
7634716) Identify impactful
story angles, craft pitches,
and secure stories centered
around the company’s films.
Hybrid position with work
in office and at home. The
wage range for this position
is $98,800 – $234,000 per
year. Mail resume to Netflix,
Inc., ATTN: Talent Mobility,
121 Albright Way, Los Gatos,
CA 95032. Must include Ref.
code. No phone calls please.
EOE. www.netflix.com/

Luxury Line LLC d/b/a Bev-
erly Hills Car Rental seeks
Bookkeeper in Beverly Hills,
CA to prep financial reports,
process payroll, & more.
Multiple positions avail.
$52,707/yr. Resume: 9732 S.
Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly
Hills, CA 90210.

Bookkeeper for poly bag
manuf. Mail to California
Plastix, Inc., 1319 East 3rd St.,
Pomona, CA 91766.

Bookkeeper. Maintains ac-
counts to produce & provide
timely & accurate account-
ing information. Req. Assoc.
degree in any field & 6 mos
exp in job or 6mos exp in rel.
occup. Any suitable combo
of educ, training &/or exp
is acceptable. Jobsite: Long
Beach, CA. Send resume:
E. Zaragoza, Better Living
Haven Corp, 5920 Gardenia
Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805.

Billing Clerks: Req. AA/AS
in Busi. Admin., Acct, or
rel. Wage:$43,000/YR Mail
resume: JODIFL, INC. 2727
Long Beach Ave. LA, CA
90058

Sr. ServiceNow Architect:
Implement/design ITSM
solutions. Reqs Bachelor in
CS/CIS/IT or rltd tech field
+ 5 yrs exp in ServiceNow
platform dev. Must be au-
thorized to work F/T in US
without employer sponsor.
$151,532.05-$180,163.84/
yr. Hybrid remote. Loca-
tion: Los Angeles CA. Email
resume with “ref. cb617” in
subject field to University of
Southern California, ITSRes@
usc.edu

Farmers (Woodland Hills,
CA) seeks Lead System Ar-
chitect to design & develop
architecture delivery w/
alignment to enterprise
architecture vision/strat-
egy & roadmap & interpret
internal/external business
challenges & recommend
best practices to improve
products/processes or ser-
vices. Remote work option
w/req. travel to local offices
as needed, if w/in 50 miles
of remote worksite. Salary:
$177,029/yr. Apply at Farm-
ers.com/Careers, Job ID:
24821

Principal Business Analyst
sought by Skyworks Solu-
tions, Inc., Irvine, CA: cre-
ate business processes and
tools. 5% dom/intl travel.
Salary: $146,744 - $187,900
/yr. Resumes to:
Angela.Ho@skyworksinc.
com. Ref: CA0524RP.

Business Development
Analyst. Req’d: MBA, MA
in Bus. Analytics, or rel.
$63,398/year. Mail Resume:
International American Uni-
versity, Inc. 3440 Wilshire
Blvd., Ste 1000, Los Angeles,
CA 90010

Employment

ICE Data Analytics, LLC seeks
Director, Fin’l Eng’g in LA, CA,
to provide direction on fin’l
eng’g projects in line w/best
Softw Dvlpmnt Life Cycle
(SDLC) practice. Req’mnts:
Master’s or foreign equiv in
Mathematical Fin’ce, Math &
Physics, Quant. Fin’ce or rel.
field & 7 yrs of progressively
responsible exp: perform-
ing quant data analysis on
fixed income instruments
using Python in order to
ensure risk measures are
accurate for fixed income
instruments covered by
IDA libraries. Chartered Fin’l
Analyst (CFA) cert. is req’d. 2
yrs of exp must incl people
mgmt. Telecommuting &/
or work from home may
be permissible pursuant to
company policies. When
not telecommuting, must
report to work site. Expected
base salary for this role is be-
tween $223,704 - $223,704/
yr, 40 hrs/wk. Submit re-
sume to recruitingresumes@
ice.com & indicate job code
HY071024LAT in subject line.

Computer/IT: [MULTIPLE
POSITIONS] Avanade Inc.
is seeking Azure Data En-
gineers in Los Angeles, CA
to deliver analytics & BI so-
lutions to clients. Periodic
travel to client sites (domes-
tic) is expected up to 80%.
Must live w/in reasonable
commuting distance of Los
Angeles, CA. Position re-
quires at least a bach. deg.,
or foreign equiv., & at least
3 yrs.’ exp. Alternatively, em-
ployer will accept no degree
& 5 yrs.’ exp. Offered Salary:
$121,368.00-$128,250.00
per year. Benefits informa-
tion available: https://www.
avanade.com/en/career/
benefits. For full position de-
tails and requirements, and
to apply online, please visit
www.avanade.com. [Click
Careers: Choose “Search
for your dream job”: Search
by Keyword: 5721] OR visit
https://www.avanade.com/
en/career/job-details/5721

Compliance & Process Im-
provement Coordinator for
Torrance, CA automotive
supplier to evaluate, devel-
op & document processes to
mitigate risk & ensure com-
pliance, efficiency, & reli-
ability & integrity of controls.
Requires Bachelor’s in Com-
pliance, Quality or Industrial
Engineering, Business or
related field & 3 yrs exp in a
Compliance and Risk Man-
agement role performing
internal auditing; ensuring
operational compliance &
IATF; performing problem
analysis, root cause identifi-
cation & resolution & imple-
menting preventative mea-
sures; and utilizing Fishbone
Diagrams, Five Whys, Risk
Ranking, Histograms, Pareto
Chart & Scatter Diagrams.
Annual salary: $89,881.87 to
$89,881.87. Submit resume
to DENSO TEN AMERICA
Limited at tinyurl.com/
densoten1629.

The Trust for Public Land has
a Park and Green Alley Com-
munity Organizer position
available in Pasadena, CA.
Identify, engage with, and
organize outreach activities
with community organiza-
tions in park and green al-
ley project neighborhoods.
Develop outreach and edu-
cational materials with park
and green alley project staff.
Provide Spanish translation
at community meetings and
events and for outreach ma-
terials. Collate and compile
community feedback on
projects to design priorities.
Spanish fluency required.
May telecommute from
anywhere within California.
Willingness to work nights
and weekends as needed,
required. Must be willing
to travel to park and green
alley projects across Califor-
nia. Apply: Mail resume to
Kate Vlasak at The Trust for
Public Land, 15 SW Colorado
Avenue, Suite 100, Bend, OR
97702. Please reference job
ID PACO2023DMP

Chinese Chef
Prepare Szechuan foods incl
Zha Jiang Mian & DanDan
Mian, Peking Duck & Szech-
uan spiced rock cod. Order
supplies, price items & plan
menu. 2 years exp. Apply to
Susan Yeh, Szechuan Res-
taurant, 1994 Cliff Dr., Santa
Barbara, CA 93109.

Director - Oracle Enter-
prise Application Risk,
PwC US Consulting LLP,
Los Angeles, CA.Dvlp & ap-
ply strtgies enblng clnts to
optmze entrprse techs, en-
srng a hgher return on invst-
mnt, risk mitigation, stream-
lined prcesses, & idntfction
of oprtnl inefficiencies. Req
Bach’s deg or foreign equiv
in Acct, Bus Admin, Info Sys,
Comp Sci or rel + 7yrs rel
wrk exp (of whch 5yrs mst
be post-bach’s, progrssv rel
wrk exp); OR a Master’s deg
or foreign equiv in Acct, Bus
Admin, Info Sys, Comp Sci or
rel + 5yrs rel wrk exp. 80%
telecommtng permitted.
Mst be able to commute to
designated local office. Do-
mestic &/or intl travel up to
80% req. Salary: $254,000/
yr. Please apply by sending
your resume to US_PwC_Ca
reer_Recruitment@pwc.
com, specifying Job Code
CA4301 in the subject line.

Employment

SHIH TZU I’m, a precious Shih Tzu/Pekingese girl ready
to be your loyal companion.
I am playful, loving, and very
social. I enjoy playing when
I’m not busy giving tons of
kisses! I’m perfect for anyone
because I am adaptable to any
living situation. I’ll arrive hap-
py, healthy, vet-checked, and
up-to-date on vaccinations.
You won’t regret picking me, so call today! DOB 05/19/2024
310-801-8179

POODLE Beautiful apricot and red standard poodle pups.
2 males, 8 months, friendly, all shots completed. AKC regis-
trable. 2134792335

BOSTON TERRIER 2 AKC pups, 1blk&wht M, 1brn&wht
F, dewormed, current shots, dew claws, tail docked, born
04/05/24 805 689-3099

Dogs

PETS
To advertise your pets, log on to

placeanad.latimes.com/pets-for-sale

MARKETPLACE

Delta Tau Data Systems, Inc.
of CA has opening for Tech-
nology Applications Engr in
Chatsworth, CA. Coordinate,
plan, install, test, document,
train, & integrate advanced
motion control systems in
industrial environment. May
telecommute. Send resume
to gabriela.dixon@omron.
com. Ref. #64. $93,288 to
$104,200/yr.

Associate Consultant, Built
Ecology - (Los Angeles, CA)
WSP USA BUILDINGS INC.:
Ind & team tasks within on-
going projs incl LEED, WELL,
RESET, & LBC Certifications.
$82,002/yr & std benefits.
Reqs: Bachelor’s deg (or frgn
equiv) in Bldg Science, En-
ergy Engg, or rltd; 1 month
of exp as an MEP Engineer, a
BIM Engineer, or rltd. Intern-
ship exp accepted.
To apply, email: jobs@wsp.
com, Ref #8557.

Episource, LLC, Associate
Product Manager, Gardena,
CA, Employ healthcare ana-
lytics and SQL to assist with
the development and imple-
mentation of software based
solutions for the Episource’s
Enterprise Shared Services
program. Position may be
full-time remote from any-
where in the U.S. Rate of Pay:
$146,744. Please email your
resume to lynn.reid@
episource.com and
reference job #CA-6468.

Wrigley Capital in Beverly
Hills, CA is seek’g Senior
Power Trader to conduct
economic anlysis & patterns
rel. to electricity market.
Capture invstmnt returns in
the US power markets in at
least one ISO (pref. for PJM);
No Trvl. Salary: $110,000 –
$150,000/yr. Send resumes
to: information@wrigleycap.
com

Ingram Micro Inc. seeks
Executive Directors, Ex-
perience Design in Irvine,
CA ( & various & unantici-
pated locations throughout
the U.S.): Responsible for
optimizing the associate,
customer, and vendor ex-
perience using the Ingram
Micro Xvantage™ platform
& the Ingram Micro brand.
Oversee & lead design of
all touchpoints within the
platform, including prod-
ucts, engines, & functions to
create strong ties between
users & the Ingram Micro
brand. Position requires 20%
domestic & international
travel. Telecommuting/work
from home is permissible.
$269,500.00 - $346,400.00/
yr. Employer will accept a
Bachelor’s degree (or foreign
equivalent degree) in New
Media, Human Computer
Interactions or related field
& 10 years of experience in
the job offered or in an Ex-
perience Design-related oc-
cupation. CONTACT: Search
by title and apply online at
https://www.ingrammicro.
com/en-us/careers/
work-for-us.

Executive Director
(Mission Hills, CA) Estab-
lish & oversee administra-
tive procedures. Oversee
the org’s budget & policies.
Direct activities of prof’l &
techn’l staff members. Re-
search & analyze member &
community needs. Recruit,
interview, & hire or sign up
volunteers & staff. Coord the
activities of the San Fernan-
do branch. Bachelors deg
& 1yr exp reqd. 40 hrs/wk,
$98,000/yr. Send Resume to
Enes Yapici, CEO, Anatolia
Turkish American Cultural
Centers Inc at enes.yapici@
anatoliaculturalcenters.org

Director, Technology Resil-
ience positions (WarnerMe-
dia Services, LLC; Burbank,
CA). Drive strategy & inno-
vate solutions for tech recov-
ery across the org. Hybrid
work schedule. Salary range
is $127,504/yr - $234,650/
yr, based on qualifications.
Email resume to wbdi@wbd.
com. Ref: 7534967SN.

Senior Elastic Search Archi-
tect (Culver City, CA): Design,
develop and implement va-
rieties of highly specialized
search applications, surfac-
ing actionable insights from
our technical dataset as well
as drive the long-term strat-
egy around data modeling
and architecture. Telecom-
muting permitted. Salary:
$149,526/yr. Resumes: HR,
Socialedge, Inc. dba Creato-
rIQ, Recruitment@creatoriq.
com

GRC Consultant III sought by
Hyundai AutoEver America,
LLC in Fountain Valley, CA.
Develop & oversee impl of
Info security & risk mgmt
policies, standards, process-
es & controls. WFH. Req: BS
+ 5 yrs. $149,344/yr. Apply
by mail at Hyundai AutoEver
America LLC, Attn: Sandhya
Sivaraman, 10550 Talbert
Ave, Fountain Valley, CA
92708 (Reference Job Code:
FH0714).

CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS
Cypress Equity Investments
LLC has an oppty in Los
Angeles, CA for a Construc-
tion Mgr. $146,016.00/yr to
$146,017.00/yr. Trvl dmstc
in U.S for site visits, cnstrctn
obsrvtn, attendng training
courses, & bus meetings, if
rqstd. Email resume w/Ref
#7929720 to
jobs@cypressequity.com.
Must be legally auth to work
in the U.S. w/o spnsrshp. EOE

Employment

ZipRecruiter Inc. seeks Sr.
Software Engineer in Santa
Monica, CA to dvlp employ-
er features & intl’zation tech-
nologies. Reqs. bachelor’s
degree or foreign equiv in
Comp Sci., Comp Engineer’g
or rel. field & 1 yr of post-
bacc. exp. as Front End
Dvlpr or rel. role. Exp. must
incl Javascript, React, HTML,
CSS, Perl/GoLang Templates,
Lighthouse & JAWS screen
reader. Salary fr. $140K-
$215K/yr. Email resume: Im
migration@ziprecruiter.com

Senior Software Test Engi-
neer in LA, CA. Lead soft-
ware verification efforts
on Medi Device product;
Lead traceability matrix to
define/manage scope of
testing, ensuring complete
coverage of requirements;
Lead overseas resources to
develop/execute software
verification plans/activities
to ensure product qual-
ity/compliance with require-
ments; Develop verification
activities; etc. Bachelor’s De-
gree in Comp Engineering,
Comp Sci, or related AND
2 yrs experience as Quality
Assurance Engineer/Analyst,
Software/Firmware Test En-
gineer, or related req. Salary:
$130,000/yr. Send resume
to: Elor ShemTov, Pictor Labs
Inc., 11390 W Olympic Blvd,
Ste 250, LA, CA 90064.

Ingram Micro Inc. seeks
Sr. Professionals, Infra-
structure in Irvine, CA.
Responsible for the design,
implementation, & sup-
port of the infrastructure
(private clouds & public
clouds such as AWS/Azure/
GCP) solutions & all server
hardware, networking, &
services. Define technology
standards, trouble-shoots
complex issues, & serve as
an escalation point. Tele-
commuting/working from
home allowed within com-
mutable distance. $163,363/
yr.- $173,400/yr. CONTACT:
Search by title and apply on-
line at https://www.
ingrammicro.com/en-us/
careers/work-for-us

Engineer, Software to R&D
ML app & AI models; integr.
APIs; deploy to cloud. Salary
range $121,222 to $ 250k/
yr.Work site/resume to: Enso
AI, 921 Amoroso Pl, Venice,
CA 90291; or Email:
ben@enso-ai.com.

Bidvita, Inc. in Los Angeles,
CA is seek’g a Civil Engineer/
Project Manager to manage
construction projects. No
trvl. No telecomm. Salary:
$80,000 to $90,000/yr. Send
resumes to: slava@bidvita.
com

Scopely, Inc. has the follow-
ing openings in Culver City,
CA: Sr. User Acquisition
Specialist (CIPHJ): Manage
significant performance
marketing budgets across
multiple channels to maxi-
mize games’ growth & prof-
itability. Position based at
HQ and may be assigned
to unanticipated worksites
throughout the U.S. as de-
termined by management.
Telecommuting permitted.
Annual base salary range:
$95,000 - $100,000. Send
resume to: employment@
scopely.com. Must reference
job title and job code CIPHJ.

Mattel HQ, Inc. has the fol-
lowing positions available in
El Segundo, CA: Sr. Financial
Analyst (CIPPN): Perform
financial activities includ-
ing budgeting, forecasting,
building financial models,
assisting with financial plan-
ning, performing research &
analysis, preparing reports,
& assisting with close pro-
cesses. Telecommuting per-
mitted. Annual salary range
for this position is between
$122,935 and $142,935. As-
sociate Manager, Global Pro-
curement Logistics (CIPMA):
Analyze & manage request
for information (RFI), Re-
quest for Quotation (RFQ) &
Request for Proposals (RFPs)
for North America Direct-
to-Consumer (DTC) proj-
ects. Annual salary range
for this position is between
$126,966 and $146,966.
Principal Solutions Architect
(CIPSP): Architect, design
& govern business process
definitions following Enter-
prise Integration Architec-
ture (such as Microservices
and Event Driven) principles
& methodologies. Telecom-
muting permitted. Annual
salary range for this position
is between $172,722 and
$192,722. Sales and Op-
erations Planning Special-
ist – Control Tower (CIPAR):
Serve as the primary IT-
facing liaison between the
Global Supply Chain plan-
ning community & the IT
Control Tower development
Team. Annual salary range
for this position is between
$130,373 and $150,373.
Send resume to: talentac
quisition@mattel.com. Must
reference job title and job
code.

Senior Professional I, Prod-
uct Management (mult.)
needed by Samsung Elec-
tronics America, Inc. in Los
Angeles, CA to Manage
project execution, develop
product strategy for Ma-
chine Learning platform and
features within Samsung
Ads DSP. Up to 10% do-
mestic travel required. Sal-
ary: $228,250.00/year. Learn
more about benefits at
https://www.samsung.com/
us/careers/benefits/ Apply
at https://sec.wd3.mywork
dayjobs.com/Samsung_
Careers, Job# R93462. No
calls, Principals only. EOE

Employment

CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL Cavalier And
Cavapoos as well as a couple
other breeds available.check
our website @ Electrifying
Acres.com or give Ruth Ann a
call or text 330 432 3188

DACHSHUND Small Standard 9 week old Chocolate and
Tan Dapple male $2200. Mini
long haired Red male and 2
short haired Red females avail-
able August 4th $1600. All
CKC, UTD shots, dewormed,
socialized, vet checked and
Health Record. Las Vegas 702-
338-7291

Dogs

Bichon Frise Puppies AKC Champion parents ShotsWormed
and Microchipped males and females $3000 vawhite@
roadrunner.com 8052081009

Pet Adoptions

Software Engineer sought
by iSharingSoft, Inc. in Ir-
vine, CA to analyze, dsgn &
dvlp tests & test-automation
suites. Req.: BS or foreign
equiv + 1 yr. exp. Salary:
$93,330 - $95K. Resumes:
Yongjae Chuh, jobs@
isharingsoft.com, REF: YL-24.

SHEIN TECHNOLOGY LLC.
seeks Site Reliability En-
gineer, in Los Angeles, CA
to work closely w/ cross-
functional teams ensure
the co has the right set of
tools to generate, collect,
analyze, visualize & alert on
operatnl data. Bachelor’s
in Comp Sci, Info Systems
or rltd, +3 yrs of exp. Salary
Range: $167,100–168,100.
Apply online at: https://
careers.shein.com Site Reli-
ability Engineer, Job Identi-
fication USA48444199. For
direct link please click here:
https://fa-exjq-saasfaprod1.
fa .ocs.oraclecloud.com/
hcmUI/CandidateExperi-
ence/en/sites/SHEIN/job/
USA48444199

Senior Data Scientist. Man-
age analytic projects mid-
customer expectations. Req.
Masters in Comp. Science,
Bus. Analytics, or rel. field.
Jobsite: Santa Monica, CA.
Wage range: $180,000/yr to
$185,730/yr. Send resume
ref#22322 to K. Finnsson, Ac-
tivision Publishing Inc, 2701
Olympic Blvd, Bldg. B, Santa
Monica, CA 90404.

Principal Electrical Engineer
sought by Operation Tech-
nology, Inc. (dba ETAP) in Ir-
vine, CA: Eval & approve new
test cases. Req: MS+2. WFH.
$108,430 - $145K. Apply by
email to claudia.restrepo@
etap.com. Must ref. job code
CA0106.

Farmers (Woodland Hills,
CA) seeks Lead DevOps En-
gineer to play pivotal role in
leading Marketing IT team
toward building/maintain-
ing & enhancing delivery ef-
fectiveness of Customer-fac-
ing business apps. Remote
work option w/req. travel to
local U.S. offices 3 times/wk.,
if w/in 50 miles of remote
worksite. Salary: $177,029/
yr. Apply at Farmers.com/
Careers, Job ID: 24909

Aftermath Technologies, Inc.
has an opening for an Infra-
structure, Rust, and Security
Engineer in Los Angeles, CA -
Position eligible for telecom-
muting. $130K to $145K/
year. Email resume to aram@
aftermath.finance, Ref. Job
Code #IRSE.

ENGINEERING Head of Eng
(Los Angeles) – Qual cand
Masters deg Bus Admin,
2 yrs/exp Head Eng/Tech
Lead/Snr Soft Eng using
Typescript, NodeJS, Java/Re-
act.40 hr/wk. Oversee team
10 eng; resp feature devel
using Typescript, NodeJS,
Java; refine & streamline
roadmap; collab teams;
manage soft devel lifecycle.
Send resume only: Arena-
Club.com
11835W Olympic Blvd, Ste
610E, Los Angeles, CA 90064

Att: J. Glass

Data Engineer III sought by
Capital Group Companies
Global (Irvine, CA) Resp for
analysis, dsgn, implmtn, &
support formultiple features
w/in a product &/or entire
scope of the product. Hybrid
work permitted - when not
working from home, must
report to Irvine, CA office.
Salary: $131,596 - $210,554/
yr, + std Co. benefits. Must
have unrestricted right to
work in U.S. To apply, send
resume to: Global Mobility
Team - cgapplications
@capgroup.com. Must Ref.
Job Code: IR1221MM.

Civil Project Engineer,
Transit & Rail for Gannett
Fleming towork at our Los
Angeles, CA loc. May T/C
up to 3 days/wk. Engineer-
ing calcs, technical studies +
preps plans + specs. Transit
+ rail alignment design, civil
designs + rel infrastructure.
Work w/ client + other dis-
ciplines to prep designs.
Analyze design probs. Con-
structability evals. Public
+ agency meetings. Lead
transit + rail sys design.
Complete duties provided at
application url below. Wage
range: $135,000-180,000/yr.
May be required to work in
confined spaces and on or
adjacent to active railroad /
rail transit track. May require
occasional afterhours work.
May undergo background
checks incl MV check. Little
domestic travel involved.
Must have Bach in Civil en-
gineering or rel field and 5
yrs rel infrastructure/ civil
project exp or Master’s in
Civil engineering or rel field
and 3 yrs rel infrastructure/
civil project exp. Also reqs
skills (3 yrs exp) in: AutoCad,
Autoturn, Civil3D, InRoads,
MicroStation, ProjectWise,
Bluebeam (design and cal-
culation software); MS Excel,
Word, PPT, Outlook; design /
drafting manuals and guide-
lines; technical supervision
of small work groups and
project tasks. Also reqs PE lic.
Visit careers.gannettfleming.
com to apply.

Employment

Project Leader/Principal
(The Boston Consulting
Group, Inc. - Los Angeles,
California): Manage the de-
sign and development of
long-term business strate-
gies, including managing
case team responsibilities;
oversee business develop-
ment, client relationships,
project planning, and the
preparation of outputs.
Requires Master’s degree
(or higher) in business ad-
ministration, management
science, or a quantitative
field related to a BCG client
industry and 3 years exp. as
a management consultant,
business analyst, or quan-
titative analyst which must
include at least 1 year in
management strategy. Will
alternatively accept a Bach-
elor’s degree in business
administration, manage-
ment science, or a quantita-
tive field related to a BCG
client industry and 5 years
exp. as a management con-
sultant, business analyst, or
quantitative analyst which
must include at least 1 year
in management strategy.
Partial telecommute benefit
available. Domestic/interna-
tional travel required based
on company/client need.
Salary: $225,400 - $268,400.
Submit resume to BCGPLP@
bcg.com. Reference Position
Number: PLLOS-F24. Mult.
pos. avail.

JZ Design & Build seeks GM
& Financing, Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA: Perform fund-
raising, secure financing/
investments for Real Estate
Dvlmpt. work & oversee ops
of Construction proj./client
svcs. Email resumes: Javad
Siddiqi, jzdbinc@gmail.com

Associate Pastor: Prepare &
deliver sermons; Master’s
deg. in Divinity, Theology,
or related. And ordination
required. Mail resume to
World Mission Church at 927
Menlo Ave, LA, CA 90006;
Attn: Mr. Kim

Panda Express Inc. seeks a
f/t Sr. Financial MGR. Req.
12mos exp as Financial
Anlst or Biz Anlst or Cost
Estimator or Cost Anlst,
plus 12mos work exp us-
ing SAP Software, Power BI/
Tableau, SharePoint, SQL,
Visio and VBA. Req. MBA or
Master’s in Applied Fin or
Fin or Econ. Any work exp in
demand and financial plan-
ning based on price elastic-
ity. Any work exp in Pricing
and Profit & Loss analysis.
Jobsite: Rosemead, CA. Sal-
ary: $140130-143000. Send
resume to:
emily.kao@pandarg.com.

Bookkeeper: Req’d: Asso-
ciate degree in Accounting,
Office Admin., Secretarial
Admin., or related. Mail Res.:
GM Acupuncture Inc, 1875
W. Redondo Beach Blvd. STE
201, Gardena, CA 90247

Space Exploration Technolo-
gies Corp. has openings for
the following positions (all
levels/types) in Hawthorne,
CA.
Sr. Process Engineers
(SX11613.56): Specify, de-
sign, install, commission and
validate intelligent equip-
ment to support injection
molding applications. Ex-
pected Pay Range: $133,037
- $175,000/yr.
Your actual level and base
salary will be determined
on a case-by-case basis
and may vary based on the
following considerations:
job-related knowledge and
skills, education, and experi-
ence. Base salary is just one
part of your total rewards
package at SpaceX. You may
also be eligible for long-
term incentives, in the form
of company stock, stock
options, or long-term cash
awards, as well as potential
discretionary bonuses and
the ability to purchase ad-
ditional stock at a discount
through an Employee Stock
Purchase Plan. You will also
receive access to compre-
hensive medical, vision, and
dental coverage, access to
a 401(k)-retirement plan,
short & long-term disabil-
ity insurance, life insurance,
paid parental leave, and
various other discounts and
perks. You may also accrue 3
weeks of paid vacation &will
be eligible for 10 or more
paid holidays per year. Ex-
empt employees are eligible
for 5 days of sick leave per
year. To Apply send resumes
to careers@spacex.com. You
must include the job code
SX11613.56 on your resume/
cover letter.

Solutions Engineer II sought
by Capital Group Companies
Global in Los Angeles, CA:
contributes to solution de-
livery through SDLC activi-
ties (analysis, dvlpmt, test-
ing, deployment, support,
etc.) for multiple features w/
in a product &/or full scope
of the product. Hybrid work
permitted - when not work-
ing from home, must report
to Los Angeles, CA office.
Salary range: $116,974 –
$187,158/yr, plus std Co.
benefits. Must have unre-
stricted right to work in
U.S. To apply, send resume
to: Global Mobility Team -
cgapplications@capgroup.
com. Must Ref. Job Code:
LA0622PS

Employment
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HOUSE MANAGER
Manage daily domestic op-
erations of private house-
hold including inventory/
procurement of household
goods/ services, correspond
with service providers, main-
tain/ manage household
calendars, appointments,
children’s activities, errands,
manage household staff
schedules, budgeting & ve-
hicle maintenance, organize
meals, dry cleaning, perform
misc needs including light
housekeeping/ meal prepa-
ration. Manage health needs
of all family members/ ad-
minister first aid where nec-
essary. Impeccable organi-
zation/ communication skills
needed. Full Time. Req: 5 yrs
exp. in job or closely related.
Full Time. Wage $57,075.
Send ad copy and resume to
employer, Stephen Prough,
621 NMaple Dr, Beverly Hills,
CA 90210.

Logistics Coordinator (Cer-
ritos, CA) Coordinate inter-
national logistics processes.
Bachelor’s in any field.
$56,368/yr. Resumes to : OTA
America Inc., 16001 Man-
ningWay, Cerritos, CA 90703

Logistician: Req’d: Bach-
elor’s degree in International
Trade, Business Admin., Lo-
gistics, or related. $56,368/
yr. Mail Res.: Allstate Int’l
Freight USA, Inc., 1250 W.
Artesia Blvd., Compton, CA
90220

Immigration Legal Assistant
needed in Los Angeles, CA:
Send resume to Law Of-
fices of Jeannie Joung, 3600
Wilshire Blvd. Ste. 1416, Los
Angeles, CA 90010. Rate of
pay: $53,206/yr.

IT Professionals:
GoodRx, Inc. in Santa Mon-
ica, CA seeks: Senior Soft-
ware Engineer I (CA1223S-
VD): Write clean, fast,
testable code. Telecom. from
any state. Salary: $149,136 -
$257,000/yr. Sr. Software En-
gineer II - multiple openings
(CA0224VK_WZ): Design,
build, maintain cloud-based
web services. Telecom. from
any state. Salary: $177,029
- $214,000/yr. Software En-
gineer III (CA0524VOA): Set
coding guidelines standards.
Telecom. from any state. Sal-
ary: $118,394 - $191,000/yr.
Email resumes to
jobs@goodrx.com. Ref. Job
Code#.

Import Coordinator (Cerri-
tos, CA). Coordinate import
for logistics firm. Bachelor’s
in international trade re-
lated. $56,368/yr. Resumes
to: OTA America Inc. 16001
Manning Way, Cerritos, CA
90703

Optum Care, Inc. Senior
Manager, Healthcare Eco-
nomics, El Segundo, CA,
Apply knowledge of health
care and database manage-
ment to analyze clinical
data, and to identify and
report trends. The position
reports to the El Segundo,
CA office and allows for par-
tial telecommuting. Rate Of
Pay: $120,992 - $163,695 per
year. Please email your re-
sume to GlobalRecruitment
@uhg.com and reference job
#2234879.

Linxbot Inc. (City of Indus-
try) HR Specialist: Master’s
in HR, Biz Admin, or rltd field;
Skilled in multiple HR dis-
ciplines, incl benefits, com-
pensation, organizational
design & dev, employee rela-
tions, training & dev, & work-
force planning; Savvy in en-
terprise HR sys & Microsoft
Office apps; Strong comm &
x’lnt problem-solving skills.
Salary: $65021/yr.

Brand Designer: Bachelor’s
in Art Design, Graphic De-
sign, or rltd; 24 mos of exp in
product/brand design; Pro-
ficiency in Adobe Creative
Suite & industry-standard
tools (e.g., Sketch, Figma,
Photoshop); Knowl of visual
design, user-centered exp
design, interaction design,
brand dev, & the creative
process; Ability to under-
stand biz obj & provide
creative strategic sol; X’lnt
comm & collab skills. Salary:
$43888/yr.

Apply to the Owner, 17579
Railroad St, City of Industry,
CA 91748. Email resume to:
info@thelinxbot.com.

Graphic Designer. Req’d: BA
in Graphic Design, or related.
$46,509/year. Mail Resume:
Wellmade, Inc. 2200 S Main
St. Los Angeles, CA 90007

Deloitte Consulting LLP
seeks a Consulting, Special-
ist Master in Los Angeles,
California and various un-
anticipated Deloitte office
locations and client sites na-
tionally, to manage informa-
tion technology projects, in-
cluding data cleansing and
conversions, interface de-
sign and development, and
systems development life
cycle for the development
of Cloud-based technolo-
gies. 50% Travel required
nationally. Telecommuting
permitted. Annual Salary:
$144,600.00 - $241,000.00
To apply visit apply.deloitte.
com. Enter XB25C95401 in
“Search jobs” field. EOE, in-
cluding disability/veterans.
If offered employment, must
have legal right to work in
U.S.

Employment

Music Director (Torrance,
CA). Assist with musical
portion of church services.
Master’s in music related.
$90,522/yr. Resumes to:
Shalom Church of Southern
California, 20050 Vermont
Ave., Torrance, CA 90502

Web Marketing Specialist:
Req. BA/BS in Mkg. Busi. Ad-
min. or rel. Wage: $48,693/
YR Mail resume: ANB Ap-
parel, Inc.735 E 12th St. #106
LA, CA 90021

Marketing Specialist: Req.
Any BA/BS Wage: $50,000/
YR Mail resume: Beverly
Hills Dental Labs, Inc. 9100
Wilshire Blvd #400W Beverly
Hills, CA 90212

Ceemi Agency in Hacienda
Heights, CA is seeking aMar-
keting Specialist to collect
& anlyze data in regards to
customer’s wants & needs,
create & implmnt marketing
strategies as well as forecast
& implmnt sales strtgies.
Salary: $63,398/yr. Trvl 5%;
WFH avail. Send resumes to:
michael@ceemiagency.com

Marketing Specialist (Comp-
ton, CA). Perform market re-
search for automotive prod-
ucts. Bachelor’s in business/
marketing related. $47,195/
yr. Resumes to: DNA Special-
ty Inc., 200 W Artesia Blvd,
Compton, CA 90220

Marketing Specialist (Brea,
CA). Perform market re-
search for construction ser-
vices. Master’s in Business
Admin. $63,398/yr. Resumes
to: Trutec Engineering Inc.,
555 W Lambert Rd #B, Brea,
CA 92821

Market Research Analyst:
Apply by mail only Kenit
International, Inc., 10540 Tal-
bert Ave., West Bldg. #125,
Fountain Valley, CA 92708,
attn. CEO

MARKETING Global Mar-
keting coordinator Socket
Source, Inc. seeks a Global
Marketing Coordinator in
Cerritos, CA. Duties: Apply
theoretical knowledge of
business administration and
marketing to understand
our strategy formarket entry
in new markets, and take re-
sponsibility for implement-
ing marketing campaigns
that will help us achieve
these goals. Requirements:
Bachelor’s in Business Ad-
ministration, Marketing,
Communications, or related.
This position also requires
one year of marketing ex-
perience. Full-time. To apply
or for the full job description
submit your resume to
Jobs@socketsource.com

Senior Job Captain/BIM
Manager (Los Angeles,
CA) use computer-based
dsgn prgms to create visual
representations of project
dsgns. Master’s deg in Ar-
chitecture; 4 yrs’ work exp
involving project coord’n
for the dsgn & production
phases of construction
projects; proficiency in com-
puter aided dsgn s/ware incl
Autodesk s/ware (AutoCAD
& Revit) & SketchUp. The of-
fered wage is from $82,285
to $100,000. Please send
resume to jwirt@wirtdesign.
com, or WDG, Inc. c/o Jeff
Wirt, 537 S. Broadway, Ste
210, Los Angeles, CA 90013.

Farmers Group (Woodland
Hills, CA) seeks Predictive
Analytics Manager resp.
for contributing to dev. &
implementation of predic-
tive analytics through app.
of adv. statistical & analytical
techniques to deliver data
driven insights supporting
business objectives. Remote
work option w/req. travel to
local offices as needed, if w/
in 50 miles of remote work-
site. Salary: $98,000/yr. Ap-
ply at Farmers.com/Careers,
Job ID: 24887

Nativo, Inc. (El Segundo, CA)
seeks Manager, Software
Engineering to ovrsee all
phases of IT prjct excutn,
from reqmts gathrng to
dplymnt, focusng on stratgc
leadrshp. Reqs MS (US or
frgn equiv) in CompSci or a
rltd field +3yrs of exp in pos
offrd or in a sftwre dvlpr role
or BS (US or frgn equiv) in
CompSci or a rltd field +5yrs
of exp in pos offrd or in a
sftwre dvlpr role. All reqd
exp must have incl’d exp w/
srvng as a team lead for a
real-time biddng pltfrm for
ad srvng; dsgnng & dvlpng
a high-prfrmnce, scalable
distrbtd pltfrm for ad srvng;
dsgnng & dvlpng UI; mngng
a team of sftwre engnrs; &
usng Java. Telecommutng is
prmttd from any US locatn.
Salary: $220,626/year. E-mail
résumé to:
recruiting@nativo.com.

Custom Software Engi-
neering Manager (Ac-
centure LLP; Los Angeles,
CA): Design, develop and
test custom software solu-
tions across multiple system
components or applications.
Must have willingness and
ability to travel domestically
approximately 80% of the
time to meet client needs.
Multiple Positions Available.
For complete job descrip-
tion, list of requirements,
and to apply, go to: www.
accenture.com/us-en/ca
reers (Job# R00223565).
Pursuant to the California
Transparency Bill, the of-
fered wage for this role is
$177,029.00 per year. Equal
Opportunity Employer –
Minorities/Women/Vets/
Disabled.

Employment
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L
ongtime U.S. Rep.

Sheila Jackson Lee

of Texas, who

helped lead federal

efforts to protect

women from domestic vi-

olence and recognize June-

teenth as a national holiday,

has died. She was 74.

Lillie Conley, her chief of

staff, confirmed Friday that

Jackson Lee, who had pan-

creatic cancer, had died. 

The Democrat had repre-

sented her Houston-based

district since 1995. She previ-

ously had breast cancer and

announced the pancreatic

cancer diagnosis on June 2.

“The road ahead will not

be easy, but I stand in faith

that God will strengthen

me,” Jackson Lee said in a

statement then.

Jackson Lee had just

been elected to the Houston

district once represented by

Barbara Jordan, the first

Black woman elected to

Congress from a Southern

state since Reconstruction,

when she was placed on the

high-profile House Judici-

ary Committee in 1995.

“They just saw me, I

guess through my profile,

through Barbara Jordan’s

work,” Jackson Lee told the

Houston Chronicle in 2022.

“I thought it was an honor

because they assumed I was

going to be the person they

needed.”

Los Angeles Mayor

Karen Bass, who as a con-

gresswoman worked with

Jackson Lee on the Judici-

ary Committee, issued a

statement, saying that “our

nation lost a tenacious de-

fender of freedom for all.”

“The entire Congress

could always count on her

for sharp legal analysis and

blunt assessment of strate-

gy and reality,” Bass said.

“She was a force to be reck-

oned with on Capitol Hill

and leaves a legacy that will

ripple for decades to come.”

Jackson Lee quickly es-

tablished herself as fierce

advocate for women and mi-

norities, and a leader on

many social justice issues,

including policing reform

and reparations for descen-

dants of enslaved people.

She led the first rewrite of

the Violence Against Women

Act in nearly a decade.

Jackson Lee was also was

among the lead lawmakers

behind the effort in 2021 to

establish Juneteenth as a

federal holiday.

A native of Queens, N.Y.,

Jackson Lee graduated from

Yale and earned her law de-

gree at the University of Vir-

ginia. She was a judge in

Houston before she was

elected to the Houston City

Council in 1989 and Con-

gress in 1994. 

Vertuno writes for the

Associated Press.

REP. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 

Fierce advocate for
women, minorities 

By Jim Vertuno

Patrick Semansky AP

‘TENACIOUS’

Texas Democrat served
29 years in Congress. 

Project Engineer:  prepare 
construction plans utilizing 
HEC-RAS, Hec-HMS, and XP-
Storm, prepare engineering 
design calculations, prepare 
operations plans, work plans 
and environmental monitor-
ing plans.  Salary $72,322/
yr.   Please mail resumes to: 
Mayra, Innovative Construc-
tion Solutions, 575 Anton 
Blvd., #850, Costa Mesa, CA 
92626.   No phone calls pl.

Applications Program-
mer,  provide tech support 
services for all phases of 
the SW dev life cycle for 
web-based apps. UCLA 
Anderson School of Mgmt 
in Los Angeles w/hybrid 
work-from-home benefit. 
$90,771 to 154,900/year. To 
apply go to https://apptrkr.
com/5360383

Production team assistant: 
f/t; assist in YouTube video 
production; $47382/yr; Re-
sume: Radio Korea USA Inc. 
3700 Wilshire Blvd #600, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010

Assistant Production Coor-
dinators: Wage:$42,182/YR 
Mail resume: Fore Collection 
Inc. 235 W 40th Place, LA, CA 
90037

Researcher: Master’s in Phar-
macy req’d. 40 hrs/wk. Pay: 
$68,000/yr. Mail/email re-
sume: Institute of Molecular 
Medicine - 16371 Gothard 
St., #H, Huntington Beach, 
CA   92647. 
molecularins@gmail.com

Operations Research Analyst 
Identify and solve complex 
business problems or op-
portunities. Master’s in Engi-
neering Management req’d. 
Fax CV to 305-661-5125. 
AWOT GLOBAL LOGISTICS 
(USA) CORP. El Segundo, CA

Office Clerks: Operate of-
fice machines, answer 
telephones, maintain and 
update filing. $18/hour. Mail 
resume: PHS Cake Supplies 
Inc, 4128 W. Commonwealth 
Ave #109, Fullerton, CA 
92833.

Nanny (Pasadena, CA)  
Provide care & enrichment 
activities for child. Job reqs 
high school diploma/GED & 
1yr exp as Nanny. Job reqs 
exp w/ Creating Curriculum 
for Toddler & CPR + First Aid 
Certification. Job reqs Natl or 
Intl Travel 2-3x/yr. E-mail cvr 
ltr & CV to Kelly R Graf at 
kellyrgraf@gmail.com

Nanny –  Sta Mon CA - F/T 06 
mos exp to prvd chldcre in a 
prvt hshold.  Resume to 433 
26th St Sta Mon CA 90402 
Attn: Fmly Jafarpour

Employment
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Direct Care Supervisor.  
Oversee caregivers/home 
health workers. Trvl in LA 
Cnty. Resume: Royale Home 
Health Care Inc, 2626 Foot-
hill Bl, 280, La Crescenta 
91214.

Happy Money, Inc. seeks the 
following position in Tor-
rance, CA. Telecommuting 
is permitted: Software En-
gineer: Write and maintain 
software for the administra-
tion and management of 
loans in a distributed net-
work. Master’s+3 yrs exp. 
Salary: $159,500 per year to 
$210,000 per year. Job code: 
C2-85175383.  Send resumes 
to HR at hmjobs@happy
money.com, must refer to 
job title and job code.

Prophecy Consulting Seeks 
Software Developer. Must 
have MS in Computer Sc., 
Software or Electrical/Elec-
tronics Engr. or related, or a 
BS and 5+ years of experi-
ence. Work site: Irvine, CA 
Apply: kumar@
prophecyconsulting.com

American English College, 
Monterey Park, CA seeks 
School Public Relations-
Recruiter provide info about 
school+f/u on inquiries; cre-
ate pr mat on social media, 
etc.no travel. H.S. Diploma 
(forgn ok)+27mos exp in 
marktng, PR or Sales$65K/yr 
Resumes: info@aec.edu

Wallcovering Distributor 
seeks Sales Representative. 
HS Diploma/GED plus 2 yrs. 
of exp. as Sales Representa-
tive or any managerial posi-
tion is req’d. Salary: $41,059/
year. Worksite: Irvine CA. 
Send resume: Naturetex 
Decorative Products; 9247 
Research Dr., Irvine, CA 
92618 Attn: Mr. Fujii

Clinical Research Data Spe-
cialist (Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center; Los Angeles, CA): 
Manage data research stud-
ies. Telecommuting permit-
ted from within the U.S. Sal-
ary: $79,518 - $110,073 per 
year. Send resume to: Sonya 
Gold, 6500 Wilshire Blvd., 6th 
Flr., Los Angeles, CA 90048.

Psychological Associate – 
Torrance CA. Seeking PhD 
in Psychology or a closely 
rel field.  1 yr. exp. as Psycho-
logical Associate or closely 
rel.  Must have a valid state 
license as registered Psycho-
logical Associate. Position 
reports to HQ in Torrance, 
CA; may telecommute. Mail 
CV to Attn: HR/Job #0703, 
Koyo Psychology, Inc, 21151 
S. Western Ave #273, Tor-
rance, CA 90501.

Employment

ICE Data Analytics, LLC 
seeks Lead Fin’l Eng’r in 
LA, CA,  to be rspnsbl for 
monitoring & executing 
complex fin’l eng’g tasks 
alongside other fin’l & sr fin’l 
eng’rs. Req’mts: Master’s or 
foreign equiv in Math, Fin’l 
Eng’g, Fin’l Math, or rel. field 
& 3 yrs of exp: performing 
quant & data analysis on 
fixed income instrument us-
ing advanced excel/VBA or 
Python, or R, or other high 
level programming lang 
such as Java, C++ or C#. 
Completion of Grad level 
coursework of Fixed-Income 
Mrkts or rel. course & Pass-
ing of Chartered Fin’l Analyst 
(CFA) Exam Level 2 is man-
datory. Expected base sal 
for this role is btwn $143,793 
- $143,793. Telecommuting 
&/or work from home may 
be permissible pursuant to 
company policies. When not 
telecommuting, must report 
to work site. Submit resume 
to recruitingresumes@ice.
com & indicate job code 
RG042324LAT in subj line.

ICE Data Analytics, LLC 
seeks Dvlpr in LA, CA,  to 
implement tchncl archit., 
anlyz current tchncl issues 
& dvlp proposed solutions 
by utilizing internal best 
practices & modern tech.  
Req’mnts: Bachelor’s or for-
eign equiv in Comp Eng’g, 
CS or rel. field & 3 yrs of exp: 
utilizing Spring stack, incl 
Spring Core, Spring Boot, 
Spring Cloud & Microsrvcs, & 
Spring Data JPA. In alterna-
tive, bus. will accept Master’s 
or foreign equiv in above 
listed fields & 1 yr of exp per-
forming above listed skills. 
Telecommuting &/or work 
from home may be permis-
sible pursuant to company 
policies. When not telecom-
muting, must report to work 
site. Expected base sal for 
this role is between $97,594 
- $152,003/yr, 40 hrs/wk. 
Submit resume to 
recrui t ingresumes@ice.
com & indicate job code 
BK070824LAT in subj line.

TECHNICAL
Netflix, Inc. is accepting 
resumes for the following 
positions in Los Angeles, 
CA: Software Engineer (Ref 
7427301) Translating fore-
casted demand from finance 
into actionable capacity 
plans. 25% domestic travel 
to various unanticipated 
locations required. The 
wage range for this posi-
tion is $121,222 – $720,000 
per year. Ref job code 
#7427301 & email resume 
to: USresumes@netflix.com. 
No phone calls please. EOE. 
www.netflix.com/

Employment

Riot Games, Inc. has the 
following job opportuni-
ties in Los Angeles, CA  
(Positions based out of Riot 
Games, Inc.’s office in Los An-
geles, CA. Telecommuting is 
permitted w/in commutable 
distance of this location. 
Periodic on-site attendance 
will be req’d):
Release Manager (Req# 
22-19504): Work w/ Games 
Teams to ensure product 
launches & releases meet 
the company’s defined com-
pliance tasks required to 
successfully submit to first 
parties. Req’s: BS(or equiv.) 
+1 yr. exp. Salary: $93,496 - 
$131,310 per annum.
Technical Product Manager 
III (Req# L23-137832): Set 
& drive vision for product 
engineering team dvlping 
tech solutions regarding 
centralized shared services, 
end-to-end request flow 
applications, automations 
& 3rd party integrations for 
Riot & its partners in global 
localization & tooling. Req’s: 
MS(or equiv.) + 3 yrs. exp. 
Salary: $183,300 - $256,600 
per yr.
Content Producer II (Req# 
22-15131): Build production 
plans, set budgets & oversee 
every level of content cre-
ation across multiple con-
current projects. Req’s: BS(or 
equiv.) +3 yrs. exp. Salary: 
$142,900 - $199,600 per yr.
Insights Analyst (Req# L23-
134708): Partner w/ product 
teams to generate frame-
works & insights that guide 
gameplay content dvlpment 
of VALORANT. Req’s: BS(or 
equiv.)+1 yr. exp. Salary: 
$101,300 - $142,600 per yr.
Marketing Creative Director 
II (Req# 21-14168): Translate 
marketing & creative briefs 
into creative concepts that 
deliver on biz goals. Req’s: 
MS(or equiv.)+2 yrs. exp. 
Salary: $142,700 - $198,500 
per yr.
Manager, Insights-Publish-
ing Live Ops (Req # 19-1342): 
Manage the performance 
of a small group of data ex-
perts & the overall strategic 
direction of team. Req’s: 
MS(or equiv.)+3 yrs. exp. 
Salary: $183,602 - $249,200 
per yr.
Data Engineer II (Req# 19-
5954): Design, dvlp & oper-
ate systems to provide data 
& algorithms support for 
Riot’s League Data Central 
to help balance games, im-
prove the player experience 
through personalization & 
detect behaviors for pun-
ishments & rewards. Req’s: 
MS(or equiv.)+2 yrs. exp. 
Salary: $153,800 - $216,200 
per yr.
Submit resume w/ refs 
to:(include Req. # for posi-
tion applying to) at: riot-
games.job.applications@
riotgames.com.

Employment

Veterinarian, FT, $145,000+, 
VCA Inc., Temple City, CA. 
amanda.gillespie@vca.com

HR mgt. co. in Torrance, CA 
seeks Comp Sys’s Specialist 
to design & dvlp solutions 
to complex app problems, 
sys admin issues, & network 
concerns. Must have BA/BS 
in Comp Info. Sys’s or rel, 2 
yrs exp in rel. job; 2 yrs exp 
incl analyzing sys’s, main-
taining networks, & solv-
ing technl problems using 
knowl of Active Directory, 
Unix/Linux, & network pro-
tocols (DNS, TCP/IP), & abil-
ity to read/write/speak Japa-
nese. Annual travel to NY & 
Japan. Sal range $97,594-
$98,000. Send resume: Paso-
na N A, Inc., HR Dept., 21515 
Hawthorne Blvd., #1100, 
Torrance, CA 90503 or hr@
pasona.com.  

TECHNICAL
Netflix, Inc. is accepting 
resumes for the following 
positions in Los Angeles, 
CA: Operations and Portfolio 
Manager, Talent Technol-
ogy (Ref 7228653) Serving 
as the technology partner 
to leaders of specialized HR 
functions, enabling them to 
bring their strategies to life 
with relevant technology 
solutions. Hybrid position 
with work in office and at 
home. 20% domestic travel 
to HQ offices required. The 
wage range for this position 
is $183,602 – $920,000 per 
year. Mail resume to Netflix, 
Inc., ATTN: Talent Mobility, 
121 Albright Way, Los Gatos, 
CA 95032. Must include Ref. 
code. No phone calls please. 
EOE. www.netflix.com/

Employment

Rita Beth Moya
December 24, 1949 - July 3, 2024

Rita Beth Moya, corporate and health foundation executive, 
advisor and philanthropist, passed away peacefully July 
3, 2024, surrounded by her loving family at her home in 
Montecito, California at age 74.  She was loved by all who 
knew her for her grace, generosity, intelligence, humility, 
and character. 

Rita was born to Paul David Becker and Anna (Ulmer) Becker 
on December 24,1949 in Hastings, Nebraska. She was raised 
on a farm near the town of Harvard with her younger sister, 
Jan. The girls helped with many laborious farm duties. No job 

was too big or too small for Rita and she later claimed that it taught her to see life as filled 
with opportunities, not obstacles. She cultivated not just crops but a strong, lifelong work 
ethic which led her to become a motivated, accomplished, and extremely successful woman. 

 

The world began to pay attention at an early age; she attended Harvard High School, where 
during her junior year she received a summer scholarship to Kansas State University, allowing 
her to earn college credits prior to college. At the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, she earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science in 1972 and quickly moved on to achieve her Master’s 
Degree in Urban Planning from Virginia Tech University. It was here she met the light of her 
life, Steve Moya who became a successful media and corporate marketing executive.  In 1974, 
she moved to California where she and Steve were married in Bel-Air on March 27, 1976.

Steve and Rita started married life in a home in Manhattan Beach, a few blocks from the 
Pacific Ocean.  Over time whether they lived in Newport Beach, Bel-Air, Montecito or Louisville, 
Kentucky, they loved to entertain friends and family.  Their hospitality became a hallmark 
throughout their lifetimes as their guests knew the Moyas as the ultimate hosts, serving 
delicious food and offering lively conversation and inventive activities. Never one to miss an 
opportunity to advance healthy cooking, Rita created a cookbook entitled “Eating Sustainably” 
in response to her many requests for her recipes.  Her approach evolved to using the best 
ingredients that promoted sustainability, health and wellness.  She was ahead of her time in 
using organic ingredients with no sugar, gluten and no added salt or fats.  

 

In a time when there were fewer opportunities for women in business, Rita rose to the 
very top. In 1989 when women were rare in the C-Suite, she was selected to join the global 
organization for preeminent women, The International Women’s Forum of Southern California 
known as The Trusteeship. 

During her illustrious career she served as Director of Public Affairs Systems at GTE 
Corporation, President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Health Foundation and 
the Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky, and President and Chief Executive Officer of Health 
Data Information Corporation, the first statewide health data exchange in California and in 
investment banking for United Health Group.  Later in her career she served as Chief Strategist 
and member of the Board of Directors at BioIQ where she was instrumental in the growth 
and success of this innovative health and diagnostic testing company.  She divided her time 
between business and non-profit endeavors, serving as Co-Chair of Human Rights Watch 
Santa Barbara, and on the Board of Directors of Direct Relief holding board leadership roles 
for over 15 years, including Chair of the Board. 

Rita and Steve always made time for travel and renewal. They enjoyed traveling throughout 
the world, visiting over 50 countries. She loved to experience various cultures in Europe, 
Africa, and South America.  Her favorite US destination was Telluride, Colorado, where she 
developed a strong passion for snow skiing. 

Steve, her beloved husband of 46 years, died in June 2022.  Her parents Paul and Anna 
Becker also predeceased her.  She is survived by her sister, Jan Phares (Kurt) of Irvine, California, 
her father-in-law Oscar Moya, sister-in-law Deb Bailey, and brother-in-law David Moya, all of 
Seal Beach, California, nieces Sara Towe (David) of Irving, Texas and Kendra Battle (Jeremy) 
of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and nephew Brandan Bailey of Bullhead City, Arizona, and 
grandnephew, Charlie Towe, two grandnieces Madeline and Claire Towe of Irving, Texas. Rita 
and Steve loved children and were honored to be godparents to many of their friend’s children. 

 

Rita will be missed by her family and the many, many friends she made over a lifetime.  

 

A Celebration of Life service will be held in Santa Barbara at a date and time to be announced 
by the family. Rita would be honored to be remembered with contributions to two of her 
favorite organizations, Human Rights Watch Santa Barbara Committee:

https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpg. 

and Direct Relief https://donate.directrelief.org/give/601070/#!/donation/checkout
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Margo Michelle Goodwin-Gordon
March 25, 1965 - July 11, 2024

Margo Michelle Goodwin-Gordon, a radiant and multi-
faceted soul, passed away on July 11, 2024, at the age of 
59 in Oakland, CA. Born on March 25, 1965, in St. Louis, MO, 
Margo was a beacon of light, vivacity, humor and warmth 
throughout her life.

Educated at El Cerrito High School and furthering her 
studies at Contra Costa Community College, University of 
California, Berkeley, and the Academy of Art in San Francisco, 
Margo’s academic journey was as diverse as her career. She 
flourished in multiple roles including financial and accounting 
manager, grants and development officer, executive business 
manager, and architectural designer. Noteworthy career
highlights include her tenure at UC Berkeley, her involvement
in the UC Berkeley “Big Give” Annual charitable event, and
her leadership roles at the Black Repertory Theatre, Women’s 
Alliance program, Crescent City Harbor District, East Bay Center 
for the Performing Arts, CD&A transportation planners, and 
Decker Electric Company. Her entrepreneurial spirit shone 
brightly as she ventured into restaurant design and ownership 
in Healdsburg, CA.

Margo’s personal life was enriched by her hobbies which 
included writing, photography, fashion, and culinary arts. A 
master gardener, her home and garden were a true reflection 
of her love for nature and spirituality, exuding harmony and 
elegance. Margo often expressed that she would live forever 
in the gardens she passionately cultivated over nearly two 
decades.

She leaves behind a loving family: her husband John 
M. Gordon; siblings Risa Durley, Gina Johnson Stelly, Ellen
Arlon (Bennie), Todd Goodwin (Coco), Toby Goodwin, Steven 
Goodwin (Faye), and Greg Goodwin; and numerous nieces,
nephews, grand nieces, grand nephews, and cousins. Margo 
was preceded in death by her mother Marcella Goodwin, and 
siblings Frank Alan Goodwin, Truman Durley, Terry Goodwin, 
Avis Hall and Julie Von.

A funeral service will be held on Saturday, August 3rd, 2024, 
at Chapel of the Chimes in Oakland, CA, at 4 PM, conducted 
by the Rev. Dr. Jacquline Thompson. A viewing will take place 
the previous day, Friday, August 2nd, from 4 PM to 8 PM at 
the same location.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Black
Girls Rock, Black Women’s Health Imperative, National Black 
Women’s Justice Institute, and The Ora Lee Smith Cancer 
Research Foundation. The Chapel of the Chimes in Oakland, 
CA, is overseeing the arrangements.

Margo’s legacy is imbued with her generosity, vision,
and the indelible impact she made on her community and 
beyond. Her memory and spirit will continue to inspire all 
who knew her.

Michael  B. PETACH
December 30, 1959 - June 25, 2024

 Michael (Mike) B. Petach, loving husband, father, uncle, 
son, brother, brother-in-law, and friend to so many, passed 
away, too soon, on June 25, 2024, at the age of 64. He was 
born on December 30,1959 in Upper Darby PA. to Alex and 
Anne (Clifford) Petach. The family moved to Woodland Hills 
California when Mike was 6. Mike and his six brothers grew up
building go-Carts on their street, making dams on camping 
trips and genuinely living a boy’s life. Mike attended Taft High 
School and played trumpet in the Jazz and marching bands. 
Music continued to be a passion for him, and he spent the
80’s and 90’s experimenting with keyboards and synthesiz-
ers. Mike’s greatest joy musically, however, has been the
guitar, an instrument he was really able to master during the 
pandemic. After graduating from high school, Mike attended 
UCSD where he earned a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
Mike met his wife of 36 years, Elaine, while at UCSD. After 
graduating Mike was hired by Dynamics Technologies but
quickly moved to TRW (now Northrup Grumman). Mike had 
a wonderful career. He was the Cryocooler Operating Unit
Chief Engineer and was critical to the initial development of 
the NG cryocooler product line as well as the MIRI cryocooler 
flown on the Webb Telescope. Mike and his colleagues were 
honored by JPL Leadership in 2023 with a special recognition 
for outstanding MIRI mission success. Mike received the 2007 
Northrop Grumman Chairman’s Award, the company’s highest 
recognition. He contributed to automotive and multiple 
other fluid-physics problems, holding (13) US Patents as well 
as (2) Northrop Grumman Trade Secrets. Mike authored or 
co-authored over (25) technical papers published in scientific 
and engineering journals. He was with the company for more 
than 38 years. He was a skilled, nationally known source
of knowledge and expertise in cryogenics and recently 
formed collaborative customer teams research on crucial 
emerging sensor technology for the nation and key company 
stakeholders. 

Mike and Elaine married in January 1988. They lived their 
married life in Redondo and Mike never failed to appreciate 
the blessings that the neighborhood provided. Despite the 
fact that he saw the ocean every day, he would invariably say, 
“This is so amazing, Lanie, we are so lucky!” It was with that 
same wonder and joy, he welcomed his baby daughter, Kate, 
in 2000. Mike participated in everything Kate did, including 
acting as Elaine’s assistant Girl Scout leader and room parent. 
Our little family grew when Jackie, originally our dear friend, 
joined us for good as a daughter and sister. When they were 
little, Mike took Kate and Jackie everywhere. He loved his 
“field trips” and he turned even the most uneventful day into 
a story. He had warmed up his adventure skills years before, 
taking his nieces and nephews on crazy outings. Going to 
Disneyland or the tide pools with Uncle Mike, was going to 
hold some exciting and unexpected twists. 

To his colleagues at Northrup, Mike was “Professor.” But 
in the family, he was the fun, thoughtful, supportive, truly 
enthusiastic “Dad” to Kate, “Padre” to Jackie, “Uncle Mike” to 
all the nieces, nephews and cousins. For his wife and his mom, 
brothers and in -laws, he was “Mike”; strong, dependable,
resourceful and so funny. Mike was “all in”, generously giving 
his incredible energy to all around him, helping friends, family 
and strangers alike. He will be deeply missed. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church (330 Palos Verdes Blvd) on July 27th at 11:00 am. In Lieu 
of flowers, donations to organizations dedicated to Climate 
Science; The Nature Conservancy or Rocky Mountain Institute 
would honor his commitment to stewardship of the planet.
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Thomas Harold JARRETT
April 6, 1963 - July 1, 2024

Astronomer Tom Jarrett, Deputy Director of the NASA 
Infrared Telescope Facility in Hilo, HI, since March, 2024, died 
in Hilo on July 1.  He was 61.  His tragic passing comes as 
a great shock to his family, colleagues, and the astronomy 
community as a whole. According to Dr. John Rayner, the 
program’s Director, “as a long-time user of IRTF, Tom was 
passionate about joining the staff in Hilo. He was particulary 
motivated by his new role of crafting a long-term strategic 
plan for the telescope. He loved Hawaii. Tom’s infectious 
enthusiasm is a sad and untimely loss to his IRTF colleagues 
and the larger astronomical community.”

Prior to his position at IRTF, Tom had completed a 12-year 
tenure as the South Africa Research Chair in Astrophysics and 
Space Science at the University of Cape Town.

As a young scientist, Tom had joined the Infrared Processing 
and Analysis Center (IPAC) in Pasadena in 1991.  This launched 
his pioneering work as a NASA and JPL mission scientist at 
the California Institute of Technology, which spanned the 
disciplines of instrumentation, software design and develop-
ment, ground and space-borne infrared surveys and missions, 
and scientific visualization. From assisting in the development
of a near-infrared camera system for the Hale 200” Telescope 
at Palomar Observatory (his beloved “Big Eye”), to building 
mid-infrared photometry pipelines, he was singular in his 
focus and dedication.

In 1994 Tom joined the Two-Micron All Sky Survey (2MASS),
charged with detecting, characterizing and cataloging 
extended sources in the near-infrared sky. And so began his 
lifelong passion for measuring and studying galaxies within 
the large-scale structure that forms our local universe Cosmic
Web; this culminated in the creation of one of the most 
beautiful (and widely used!) images ever made in astronomy.

(https://wise2.ipac.caltech.edu/staff/jarrett/2mass/lss/
XSCz_all_lsmooth.jpg)

The breadth of Tom’s talents and research is reflected in 
his numerous collaborations and outputs, culminating in 
over 285 journal publications spanning diverse research 
topics, physical scales, and wavelengths. He held adjunct 
positions at Pomona College (notably teaching “Life in the 
Universe” for many years), Western Sydney University and 
Swinburne University of Technology. During his career, he 
supervised over 20 postgraduate students toward success-
ful MSc and PhD completions, but he was known for his 
generosity with all students. He will also be remembered for 
his outstanding leadership of both the Digital Upgrade of 
the Iziko Planetarium project, and the development of Virtual
Reality data visualization platforms as co-Director of the IDIA 
Visualisation Laboratory.

For more than a decade, Tom has been devoted to pro-
ducing an extended source catalogue (XSC) for the WISE 
mid-infrared all-sky survey, measuring hundreds of thousands 
of galaxies with meticulous care and attention. His legacy will 
endure through this and his other work, but to those who
knew and loved him, it will be his infectious enthusiasm and 
irrepressible grin that will never be forgotten.

https://wise2.ipac.caltech.edu/staff/jarrett/palomar_big_
eye.jpg

Thomas Harold Jarrett was born on April 6, 1963, in 
Glendale.  He spent his childhood in Whittier as well as Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, where he was valedictorian of his graduating 
class in 1981.  His world had been electrified when, at the age 
of 17, he watched the PBS documentary series “Cosmos: A 
Personal Voyage” on television with his family, and astronomer 
Carl Sagan became his guiding star. He went on to complete a 
BA in Physics from Pomona College, and a PhD in Astrophysics 
at the University of Massachusetts. 

Tom was a devoted father to his two daughters, whom he 
entertained with his quirky sense of humor and encouraged 
to think independently. In his last months, he whistled to the 
office, happy to devote his days to exploring the heavens. Tom 
is survived by his daughter Elizabeth Jarrett and her partner 
Oliver Palmer of Brooklyn, NY, daughter Estelle Jarrett of 
Manchester, CT, wife Rose Lynn Jarrett of Stamford, CT, sister 
Michelle Jarrett and brother-in-law Christopher Stapko of 
Gambrills, MD, his aunt and uncle Evelyn and Loren Filbeck 
of Mountain View, CA, and best friend and close colleague Dr. 
Michelle Cluver of Melbourne, Australia. Tom’s parents were 
the late Geraldine Jarrett of Glendale, CA, and Thomas Jarrett 
of Huntington Beach, CA. Information regarding a memorial 
service will be provided at a future date.  In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the International Planetarium 
Society, https://www.ips-planetarium.org/.
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Mary Cecilia 

Conrow
Mar y Cecil ia (Keber) 

Conrow passed away on July 
9, 2024, at the age of 96. She 
was a smart, creative woman 
who loved her family more 
than anything. Mary was a 
nature lover, an exceptional 
pianist, artist, and teacher, an 
avid reader, a mystery buff, 
a super fan of Jane Austen, 
and an ardent proponent of 
expanded opportunities for 
young women.

M a r y  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Hollywood on June 4,1928, 
the second of four children 
of John Henry and Anna 
Elizabeth (Bessie) Keber. 
Throughout her Los Angeles 
childhood, Mary enjoyed 
roaming the Hollywood Hills 
with her dog and exploring 
the backlots of movie studios. 

Mary’s love of the natural 
world shaped her whole life, 
from the numerous road trips 
with her children to her later 
gorgeous botanical water-
colors. As a wife, mother, 
and grandmother she and 
her husband, Bud, cultivated 
parklike gardens, and hosted 
dogs, cats, doves, chickens, 
and rabbits. As a teacher, 
she thrilled her students by 
bringing plants and animals 
as well as science activities 
into the classroom.

Mary attended Immaculate 
Heart High School and gradu-
ated from Immaculate Heart 
College in 1950 with a degree 
in education and went on to 
teach kindergarten. She mar-
ried Thomas (Bud) Conrow 
in 1951, her loving husband 
for nearly 70 years. Bud, an 
officer in the US Navy, was 
almost immediately sent to 
Korea, and Mary gave birth 
to their first child, Tom, while 
living with her parents in 
Temple City.

 Mary and Bud raised five 
children, creating a beautiful, 
loving home and a happy life 
in Temple City, where they 
were active members of the 
St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
community. 

In the late 1960s Mary 
attended UCLA night classes 
to update her teaching 
credentia l ;  she began 
teaching in Glendora public 
schools in 1967. Mary was a 
gifted and highly respected 
primary teacher. For over 
30 years, Mary’s classrooms 
at Roosevelt and Stanton 
schools in Glendora were 
places of joy and wonder for 
thousands of children.

After retirement, both she 
and Bud began volunteering 
at the Los Angeles County 
Arboretum in Arcadia. For the 
next 30 years she cared for 
seedlings and exotic plants in 
the greenhouse and became 
an accomplished botanical 
illustrator. Mary treasured 
her time at the Arboretum 
and all the friendships she 
made with other volunteers 
and staff.

Mary was predeceased by 
her husband, Bud, and her 
youngest son, Tim Conrow. 
She is survived by her two 
brothers, John and Steve, 
and four children, Thomas 
Conrow, Therese Toczynski, 
Martha Rodighiero, and John 
Conrow, eight grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren.

Plans for a memorial 
service are pending: mary-
conrowmemorial@gmail.com

Tadao ISHIBASHI
ISHIBASHI, TADAO, age 96 

passed away on June 3, 2024. 

Beloved husband of 
Hideko Ishibashi; father of 
Cynthia (Bill) Woo; brother 
of Murako (Joe) Hatanaka, 
Yoshiko (Seiji) Hirami, and 
Takao (Reiko) Ishibashi. He 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives 
here and in Japan. 

Funeral services were 
held on July 10 at Fukui 
Mortuary, officiated by 
Rev. Gyokei Yokoyama of 
Sozenji Buddhist Temple in 
Montebello, California.

www.fukuimortuary.com  

        213-626-0441

Janice “Jan” 

Cowell Eriksson
February 25, 1928 - 

July 14, 2024

Janice “Jan” Eriksson

Janice Eloise Eriksson, 
known affectionately as Jan, 
passed away at the age of 96 
in Arcadia, California. Born on 
February 25, 1928, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Jan’s early years 
were marked by the resilience 
and ingenuity instilled during 
the Great Depression. Her 
family relocated to Southern 
California as World War II 
drew to a close, setting the 
stage for a lifetime of achieve-
ment and service.

Jan attended Woodbury 
College and Pasadena Junior 
College, where she met her 
future husband, Bob Eriksson. 
The couple married in 1949, 
and Jan worked diligently 
to support Bob through his 
Landscape Architecture stud-
ies at USC. Once their children 
were born, Jan dedicated 
herserlf to a lifelong career 
of volunteering, impacting 
numerous organizations 
including the Children’s 
Home Society, Assistance 
League of Arcadia, Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, The 
LA Arboretum, the 1984 
Olympics, and the Creative 
Arts Group with her leader-
ship and generosity.

Known for her elegance, 
industrious nature, kindness, 
and creativity, Jan maintained 
a beautiful home and enjoyed 
hosting dinner parties and 
playing bridge with many 
lifelong friends. She loved 
to travel with an extensive 
visit to gardens in England 
her all-time favorite trip. She 
cherished the companionship 
of her husband, Bob, with 
whom she celebrated 75 
years of marriage in January.

Jan is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Bob; children, 
Erik Eriksson, Nord Eriksson 
(Cynthia), and Kristin Cheney 
(Rich); grandchildren, Katie 
Leuer  (M ike) ,  Meghan 
Roche, Noah Eriksson, and 
Ian Eriksson; and great-
grandson, Rowan Leuer. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, Alvin W. Cowell 
and Marjorie Barnes Cowell; 
brother, Wesley Cowell; and 
twin sister, Jane Cowell Filanc.

A private family celebra-
tion of Jan’s life will be held 
on July 27, 2024, in the 
garden of her family home. 
In lieu of flowers, Jan’s family 
would love for you to make a 
contribution to the Creative 
Arts Group in Sierra Madre, an 
organization she passionately 
supported. Jan’s legacy of 
service and love will continue 
to inspire all who knew her.

Phyllis Elaine Mina
June 18, 1925 - 

May 27, 2024

Forever devoted to fam-
ily, Phyllis Elaine Mina (née 
Solomon) died peacefully in 
the serenity of California’s 
Central Coast on May 27, 
2024 at 98 years old.  She 
was born in the Bronx, New 
York on June 18, 1925, a year 
later and a borough away 
from the eventual love of 
her life, Richard (Rick) Mina.  
Amidst the turmoil of World 
War II, she and Rick, both of 
the “Greatest Generation”, 
met in Chicago, Illinois.  It 
was the mid 1940’s and 
Phyllis was a WAC in the 
Army while Rick was serv-
ing in the Navy.  Ultimately, 
they married, moved west 
and raised two daughters 
whom they treasured.  Both 
Rick and Phyllis proudly and 
enthusiastically taught in the 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District for decades and grew 
old together until Rick’s death 
in 2004.  Aside from Phyllis’ 
ardent affection for her 
family, she had a lifelong 
unwavering love for all things 
Mother Nature; particularly 
her flora and fauna.  Phyllis 
was forever drawn to and 
had a special place in her 
heart for the Pacific Ocean, 
by which she lived during 
some of her later years while 
on the Central Coast.  A 
dedicated and loving wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, Phyllis’ 
company, sweet demeanor, 
insatiable desire to learn 
(and teach), loving heart 
and infectious cackle will be 
missed dearly.  She leaves 
behind caring son-in-law 
Denis Philbin; very loving and 
loved grandsons Casey Shane 
(Marin) Philbin, Cody Richard 
(Nikki) Philbin, Giovanni 
Anthony Como; precious and 
adored great grandchildren 
Elliot and Callahan (Casey) 
and Jaden and Dillon (Cody).  
Finally, she is survived by 
her beloved, cherished and 
devoted daughters Pamella 
June Como and Shellie 
Louise Philbin.  Now, Phyllis, 
you can go find Rick again 
“somewhere”.

Elinor “Lynn” 

LaBella
Elinor “Lynn” Maureen 

LaBella, aged 83, passed 
away peacefully on June 
30th, 2024 surrounded by her 
family. Services will be held 
on July 25th at 10:00 AM at 
St. Monica’s Catholic Church 
in Santa Monica. Service 
will be streamed at https://
vimeo.com/event/4443548. 
If you would like to leave 
condolences please visit 
Legacy.com.

Rona L. Kaufman
Mount Sinai Mem Parks -

Simi Valley 800-600-0076  

www.mountsinaiparks.org

Ned Eckert a.k.a. 

JJ Moon
June 7, 1937 - 

June 18, 2024

Ned Preetorius Eckert, 
long time Newport Beach 
resident, was Born in Saint 
Louis, Missouri to L.M. and 
Edwina Eckert.  Grew up 
in Beverly Hills, California.  
Graduate of Beverly Hills 
High School and Chapman 
University.  Lettered in 
football, basketball and track 
(pole vaulting) in high school. 
Basketball Hall of Fame at 
Chapman University and two 
time All NCAA West Regional 
Selection.   Basketball coach 
at Chapman University and 
Beverly Hills High School.   
Outstanding athlete, surfer 
(aka J.J. Moon) and beach 
volleyball player.  He was 
an Army veteran (Fort Ord), 
restaurant owner (333), 
financial investor and trav-
eled the world.  Predeceased 
by parents and brother 
Douglas Eckert.  Survived by 
wife Bunni Eckert, daughter 
Krista Eckert Maloney (son-
in-law Jim) and grandchildren 
Malia, Kylie and Jax Maloney.  
Celebration of Life is planned 
for July 26, 2024 

To place an obituary ad
please go online to:

latimes.com/placeobituary
or call Ms. Phillips
1-800-528-4637

Ext. 77242

Don’t let the
story go untold.

placeanad.latimes.com/obituaries
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Stephan D. 

Schuster
Mount Sinai Mem Parks -

Simi Valley 800-600-0076  

www.mountsinaiparks.org

Martin Raymond 

Nason
Martin Raymond Nason, 

79, passed away Sunday, June 
23, 2024. He was born March 
5, 1945 in Brooklyn, NY to 
the late Abraham and Rose 
(Ekstein) Nason.

Mr. Nason become a CPA 
in 1966 and was employed 
with Arthur Young Co. In 1974 
he became the Controller of 
Vidal Sassoon, Inc. in Los 
Angeles, CA and later rose to 
V.P. of Finance and CFO before 
retiring in 1982. He is survived 
by his wife Beth, sons: 
Jeffrey D. (Katelyn) Nason of 
Lafayette, CO, Gregory A. (Jill 
Horvath) Nason of Dallas, TX 
and his sister Francine Marino 
(nee Nason)

A memorial service will be 
conducted 1:30pm, Monday, 
July 29, 2024 at the Hilliard-
Rospert Funeral Home, 174 
N. Lyman St., Wadsworth, OH.

In lieu of flowers please 
make a charitable donation 
in his name to a charity that 
you support.

To watch the service via 
live stream please go to: 
https://boxcast.tv/view/mar-
tin-r-nason-memorial-servie-
hrqwczbvh61z6yqfdiu0

Hilliard-Rospert

(330-334-1501)

www.HilliardRospert.com

Maurice K. 

NAKAGAWA
November 12, 1943 - 

June 27, 2024

Maurice K. Nakagawa, 
born on the Big Island of 
Hawaii and resident of 
Cypress, California, beloved 
Father, Grandfather, Brother, 
and Fisherman, passed away 
peacefully on June 27, 2024.

He now joins his beloved 
wife, Carrie Nakagawa, and 
parents, Kazumi and Iris 
Nakagawa, who preceded 
him in death. He is survived 
by his beloved children Renee 
(Hiroki) Noda, Jon (Sandra) 
Nakagawa, Sean Nakagawa, 
and Niki (Jeremy) Marasigan, 
cherished grandchildren Kyle, 
Taryn, Matthew, Kaitlyn, 
Ryan, and Morgan, and dear 
siblings Elaine Bickerstaff and 
Ray Nakagawa.

Funeral services will be 
held on Saturday, August 
17, 2024 at 2pm at Orange 
County Buddhist Church, 909 
South Dale Avenue, Anaheim, 
California 92804. Aloha attire 
welcomed.

www.fukuimortuary.com

        (213)626-0441

To place
an obituary 
ad please go
online to:

latimes.com/

placeobituary

         or call 
1-800-234-4444

Gregory  Paul 

SHEEHY
December 24, 1951 - 

June 18, 2024

Gregory Paul Sheehy, 72, 
died peacefully at home in La 
Crescenta, a few months after 
a diagnosis of liver cancer. 
Greg was beloved husband 
to Alice (Lissy) Ziesing, lov-
ing father to Edward and 
Kathleen Sheehy, favorite 
youngest brother to Maureen 
Sheehy and John Sheehy. He 
was one of many Sheehy 
family cousins who laughed, 
worked and played together 
throughout their formative 
lives.

Greg was born to John 
Francis and Grace Kenmir 
Sheehy and raised in the City 
of South Gate with many life-
long friends from that com-
munity. He graduated from 
Pius X High School in 1970, 
UCLA with a major in History 
in 1975, after also attending 
Loyola Marymount University 
and San Francisco State 
University on his academic 
and cultural adventures.

Post grad, Greg studied ar-
chitecture at Los Angeles City 
College and apprenticed with 
his cousin Architect Patrick 
Evan Sheehy in Palm Desert. 

Greg and Lissy met at 
Gensler Los Angeles, then 
in Century City, and married 
in 1988. They raised Ed and 
Kathleen and lived ever after 
in the La Crescenta house 
they designed and built in 
1996.

Greg worked for many 
years with Dan Dworsky and 
other esteemed colleagues 
at Dworsky Associates. After 
a few years at other firms, 
he opened his own practice, 
Sheehy Consulting, in 2001. 
Greg enjoyed “work from 
home” long before Covid, 
providing rides to kids, shop-
ping for and preparing family 
meals. He loved his home, 
Sheehy and Ziesing families, 
his friends, Dodgers, Bruins, 
PBS, golf, newspapers, Rogers 
and Hammerstein, stories of 
characters and good times.

Close friends and family 
gathered to remember Greg 
at the La Canada Flintridge 
Country Club in early July. 

For those who wish to 
honor his kindness, gratitude 
and good humor, his family 
invites you to contribute to 
Planned Parenthood, The 
Salvation Army or The 
Midnight Mission.
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Carol  Jean (Magoffin) Ninteman
December 13, 1936 - July 2, 2024

Our mom passed away at her home peacefully 
in her sleep surrounded by family and her caregiver 

of over three years.  She was 87.  She will be missed and
brought much joy to family and friends.  Carol was a Ranch 
resident since 1968.

Carol was born in Palo Alto to Jean Manders and Willard B. 
Treadwell, both of San Francisco.  She was educated at many 
schools owing to her parent’s divorce such as Miss Hamlin’s 
in San Francisco, Marlborough in Los Angeles and Mayfield in 
Pasadena.  Carol spent several years in Alaska with her grand-
parents during World War II and was involved in a shipwreck 
leaving Alaska in 1946 for the “lower 48.”  Something that made 
her not a big fan of cruises in her later years.  For college Carol 
attended Pine Manor “back east” and then returned to take 
classes at the University of Southern California, where she 
met our dad William Magoffin.  Carol and “Will” Magoffin were 
married in 1958 and soon started a family, first in Piedmont in 
northern California and then moving to Rancho Santa Fe in
1968 for better schools, warmer weather and just all around 
better everything.  

Once settled in Rancho Santa Fe, Carol was the consummate 
mom, homemaker and entertainer.  Friends often remarked 
about her good cooking.  She found time for volunteer work 
with various local organizations such as The Junior League, 
she was a sustainer, Country Friends and their famous annual  
fashion show, The Garden Club and The Rancho Santa Fe Book 
Club.  Carol was active in her church, first at being on the Vestry 
at St. Peters, Del Mar and then with The Women of Nativity at 
the Church of the Nativity in Rancho Santa Fe.  Carol played 
tennis with her many friends although not competitively as 
did all us kids, one of the benefits of growing up next to the 
Rancho Santa Fe Tennis Courts.

Widowed in 1985 at age 48, Carol continued to pursue 
her volunteer work and this included flower arranging.  She 
arranged flowers for weddings and party table center pieces.  
She was known for making things pretty and had a good eye 
for design.  Often during a movie or TV show she would remark 
about the décor or architecture of the particular scene, not 
really caring much about the plot.  Her gardener gave her the 
nickname “Mrs. Transplant” because she often had him move 
plants and shrubs thus rearranging her garden.

After fifteen years as a widow Carol met Dean Ninteman and 
they were married in 2000.  This created kind of a second family 
as we Magoffin kids were brought together with Dean’s three 
kids.  Carol’s hospitality and cooking were instrumental here 
and nothing was ever catered, ever.  Carol and Dean enjoyed
many Ranch social events and travelled a little.  This second 
marriage was a real blessing for Carol as it was for Dean.  They
were regular parishioners of Nativity Catholic Church.

Carol was a soft lady who was not a “power woman” but 
rather a woman of strong faith and inner fortitude – I attribute 
this to several of the trials of her early life:  parent’s divorce,
ship wreck, losing several close relatives during World War II.  
We owe our parents our lives and work ethic and our mom
was big on each of us doing well in school and getting jobs 
during vacations etc.

Carol is survived by her three children Steve Magoffin, 
Anne Magoffin, and Jeanne Keith, son in law Dana Keith, 
grandchildren Ryan Keith, Cameron Keith and brother Robert 
Day.  There will be a small, private family service.  Please donate 
to your favorite charity.

Ervin Reuben Frazier, Jr.
May 1, 1956 - July 6, 2024

Ervin Reuben (“Reuy”) Frazier, Jr., 68, of Oceanside, CA, 
formerly of Tucson, AZ and Herndon, VA, born and raised 
in Los Angeles, CA, passed away on July 6, 2024 at Palomar 
Medical Center in Escondido, CA, of complications from an 
infection. His family was at his side.

Ervin was born May 1, 1956 to Ervin Frazier, Sr. and Corine 
(Collins) Frazier. He graduated from San Pedro High School 
(1973) and from Pomona College (1977) with a degree in
physics. On Dec. 24, 1984, Ervin married Martha Lynn Marshall 
in Las Vegas, NV. 

Ervin met Martha at the Aerospace Corporation, where he 
worked for 20 years. He was, at 28, the youngest department 
director in the company’s history. From 1998, he led research 
at Rincon Research in Tucson for another 20 years. Through
his career, he developed satellite and computing technology
while serving missions in support of national defense and 
intelligence. 

Ervin loved to travel; he cherished memories of visiting 
family in New Orleans and studying in Brazil. Ervin’s work took 
him around the world. He visited 6 continents in his lifetime 
and had a special love for Australia.

Ervin inherited the role of family historian from his sister 
Veta. He spent decades collecting stories and building the 
family tree. He loved Disneyland and the zoo, photography, 
theater, science fiction, and visiting his grandkids. He leaves 
a legacy of charity and public service that continued until his
final days with contributions to the San Diego and Reid Park 
Zoos and to the Fleet Science Center.

Friends and family will remember Ervin as an eternal 
optimist, whose faith in human goodness and ingenuity was
married to an innate sense of awe and humility as a witness 
to the universe’s wonders. A favorite line from Hamlet (“There 
are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt 
of in your philosophy.”) was, for Ervin, a reminder to always
seek out bigger, more daring dreams.

Ervin is survived by Martha; sisters Veta Banks and Erverine 
Goodloe (m. Jonathan); children Caryn Hellmann (m. Patrick) 
and Scott Frazier (m. Sarah Tanberg); grandchildren Caleb,
Chloe, and Arianna Hellmann, and Ida and Margaux Tanberg 
Frazier; and many more loving family. He was predeceased 
by his father and mother, and by his sister Yvonne “Denny”
Johnson.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks donations be made in
Ervin’s name to Reid Park Zoo reidparkzoo.org/donation.
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Lois J. O’Loughlin Johnson

Lois Johnson passed away peacefully in her sleep on July 
6, 2024. She was born in Los Angeles on July 4, 1936, to
Legory and Mildred (Mauthe) O’Loughlin. Lois was proud of 
being a Yankee Doodle Dandy and got to celebrate her 88th 
birthday with family and friends. She grew up in Glendale, 
and still had several close friends from her Mark Keppel and 
Hoover High days. 

Lois met her future husband, Bob, at a Luther League Bible 
study and dance when she was 16 and he was 20, She liked 
to tell of the time she first realized how much she loved him, 
when he, dressed in a silly costume for a costume ball, walked
around in front of the car to open her door for her. As they were 
the only couple to dress up, she knew right then that he was 
special. They married on February 8, 1956, and together they 
raised three children. Lois never earned a college degree, but 
she was proud of the year she studied at Glendale College.

After Lois and Bob moved to Tustin in 1961, they joined 
Trinity United Presbyterian Church. They were one of the 
founding couples of the King’s Class Sunday School group. Lois 
enjoyed decades of King’s Class campouts and Wylie Woods 
retreats. In the 1960s, she became the editor of the Sunday 
School newsletter, the Masthead, and continued churning out 
this remarkable newsletter up to the Covid era. At its height, 
she and her trusty crew were producing a couple hundred
monthly newsletters, sent to current and former members in 
Orange County and around the country. This was a highlight 
of her life for 50 years, encompassing her interest in others,
strong faith, clever artistry in crafting each edition with rubber 
stamps and stickers, and weaving the King’s Class community 
together with each edition. 

When Trinity invited her to be on the officer nominating
committee, she nominated the first two women in the church’s 
history to serve as Elders on the Session – the church’s govern-
ing body. In the mid-60s, Lois and Bob talked about how they 
could contribute to the wider community. Lois joined the Fair 
Housing Council of OC and eventually got Bob involved as well.
For several years they worked as “checkers,” a couple posing as 
prospective renters when apartments would not rent to ethnic 
minorities. They would get approval to rent, then bring in the 
couple that had been previously turned down for spurious 
reasons. Prior to the Fair Housing Act of 1968, all they could do 
was shame apartment owners or managers into relenting; but
after the Act became law, their visits became legal evidence 
of violations of federal law. Eventually, Lois began to work 
more with Chapman College’s nascent international student 
hosting program, finding families to host individual students.

In her 20’s and 30’s, Lois participated in a volleyball league. 
Lois was a fierce competitor. She was still bruising wrists with 
her powerful side-arm serve at campouts and backyard parties 
well into her fifties. She took her own bruises, too, once earning 
a severe concussion by running into a light standard while 
chasing a ball out of bounds.

It was not easy being a homemaker and raising three 
children, but Lois loved her children dearly and taught them 
to be interested in others and the world. She then took to 
her grandchildren with great aplomb, setting aside a special 
day together with each of the first four when they were little. 
She also made her home a second home for many people,
including her children’s friends, and she welcomed many of 
her children’s love interests as family long before they either 
became family, or ultimately didn’t.

During her life, Lois touched hundreds of lives and devel-
oped many lasting friendships. She was famous for sending 
greeting cards for the important events in her many friends’ 
lives, even dedicating a room in her house to be her “office”
– with thousands of cards, stickers, rubber stamps. She was a
generous person with great compassion for others. She loved 
life and was laughing up to the end.

Lois lost her best friend and loving husband of 65 years, 
Bob, in 2021. Those grateful not only for her love and nurture, 
but also for inspiration, include her predeceased son-in-law, 
Adnan Bayati, and grandson, Nathan Bayati; her children, 
Christelle Bayati, Karen Johnson (Bert Verrips), and Steven 
Johnson (Ellen Davis); her grandchildren, Jennah Bayati, 
Maria Johnson Davis, Sydney Johnson, and Kyle Verrips; and 
her brother, Tom O’Loughlin, and nephews, Brad and Greg.
A celebration of life is planned for early August. Contact
karenjohnson714@aol.com for details.

William  John  Rehder
June 23, 1941 - July 14, 2024

Bill was the beloved husband of the late Gaye Rehder, who 
predeceased him in April 2024. 

He was born and raised in St. Louis, MO. After graduating 
from St. Louis University Law School, Bill embarked on a 
distinguished career with the FBI that spanned 4 decades.
Known as “the FBI’s secret weapon against bank robbers,” Bill’s 
expertise and dedication were legendary. His book, “Where
the Money Is: True Tales from the Bank Robbery Capital of 
the World,” chronicled his remarkable career, which was also 
highlighted in numerous news stories, including a memorable
feature on 48 Hours.

In retirement, Bill became a cherished figure at his grand-
children’s and extended family’s youth sporting events, 
always cheering them on with boundless energy. Known 
for his kindness, positivity, and unwavering dedication to 
those he loved, Bill touched many lives with his warm and 
generous spirit.

Bill is survived by his loving family: his sister Suzanne 
and brother-in-law Richard; his brother Jack and sister-in-
law Becky; his sons Erik and daughter-in-law Hilary, and
Michael and daughter-in-law Samantha; and his cherished
grandchildren Caroline, Will, Charlie, Braden, and Jocelyn.

Bill’s legacy will live on in the hearts of all who knew him. 
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Paula Ann Walker 

Stoessel
June 18, 1947 - 

June 27, 2024

Paula was born 6/18/1947 
in Wenonah, New Jersey as 
the first of three daughters 
of Jack K. Walker, and Elois 
June Walker.  She passed 
away from natural causes on 
6/27/2024, and is survived by 
her daughter Julia Christine 
Stoessel and Nicholas Keith 
Stoessel, and sister Joan Leslie 
Walker.  

Paula grew up in Sierra 
Madre and Hidden Hills, 
California with horses, dogs, 
and cats and graduated from 
Taft High School as the leader 
of the drill team and a scholar 
second in her class.  She went 
on to UC Berkeley, UC Santa 
Barbara and then UCLA 
where she stayed until she 
retired in 2017.  She achieved 
a Ph.D. in psychology and was 
a faculty educator, therapist, 
and researcher.  Her passion 
was suicide prevention and 
concentrated her skills and 
interventions for the benefit 
of the students and trainees 
in the medical profession.  

Paula was a poet and 
published every year in “The 
Beat”, a publication by the 
students of the David Geffen 
School of Medicine.  She 
continued to take classes 
due to her love of studying 
spirituality and cultures such 
as Islam, Judaism, and Native 
American heritage.  She was 
an active member of the Plato 
Society.

She also wanted to be 
close to nature and took 
frequent walks in the park 
around the Sepulveda dam 
to bird watch, as well as the 
UCLA Botanical Garden.

Her most important focus 
remained her children, who 
she raised, with John Stoessel, 
to be successful college 
graduates, Julia with a career 
in the Long Beach oil refinery, 
and Nicholas with a master’s 
in clinical psychology, and an 
effective behavioral analyst.

Paula’s preferences for 
philanthropy remained 
Planned Parenthood, and this 
was accentuated by recent 
Supreme Court decisions.  
She would be honored to 
have donations made in her 
name, to help young women 
have access to the health care 
they need.

Miriam Elizabeth Pink

Remembering Miriam Pink  

March 13, 1945 - July 13, 2024, Miriam “Mimi” Pink had a
good run on the road of life. 

She got to see England, Italy, France, Switzerland, Canada,
China, Turkiye, Egypt, Africa, Brazil, Cuba, Venezuela, Thailand, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, St. Thomas, Guadeloupe, Grenada, Aruba, 
Costa Rica, Mexico. She got to go deep sea fishing in Hawaii, 
La Paz, and Cabo San Lucas. She got to call home Anchorage,
AK, Bel Air, CA, Beverlywood, CA, Calabasas, CA, Los Feliz, CA, 
Long Beach, CA, Northridge, CA, Marina Del Rey, CA, Playa Del 
Rey, CA, Shaker Heights, OH, and Woodland Hills, CA.

Miriam, a Mexican American, and her husband Tillman, 
an African American, were interracial pioneers. When they
married most people did not like it. This made them work 
harder to stay together. In 50 years of marriage, neither of 
them ever slept on the couch because of an argument.

From Tillman and Miriam’s bond came two children: Marina 
Pink, who has one child, Siyah; Tillman Pink III, who has four 
children: Serena, Tillman IV, Sky, and Harley. Tillman married 
into two stepchildren from two prior marriages by Miriam to 
Alejo Antunez and Anthony Del Giorno: 1. Nancy, who has 
four children: Michael, who has one son, Dreydon: Manuel, 
who has four children: Leylani, Mya, Kaila and Andrew: Denise, 
who has four children: Natalie, Isabella, Abril, and David: and 
Ruben, and 2. Christopher, who has two children, Christopher 
Jr. and Stephen. All for a total number of children influenced 
by Miriam of four children, eleven grandchildren, and nine 
great-great-grandchildren for a total of twenty-four children, 
seven of which Miriam and Tillman are putting through 
college now.

  

Miriam was a great entrepreneur whose career choice was 
to become an Executive in the assisted living industry, special-
izing in memory impairment care for the elderly. Orthodox
Jews trained her well. She started with an 80-room retirement 
hotel in Glendale, CA--Actor John Wayne’s hometown. It had 
ten occupants. The seller let her make payments on the down 
payment. For the first six months she had to run the business
alone because Tillman had to work another job to pay the bills. 

Miriam had to overcome many difficulties to finally end up 
with seven retirement communities and forty-two Church’s 
Texas Chicken Restaurants. 

 Miriam was born in Los Angeles, CA, the fourth child of Luis 
and Dora Osollo. Her oldest sister, Yolanda, is still active, her 
other siblings, Diane, and Luis Jr, have passed on. Her mother 
and father were poor—they never owned a house—but they 
made sure that their children obtained an education in the 
catholic school system of Los Angeles. Tillman made her quit 
California State University at Los Angeles to spend more time
with the kids. 

The best memory of Miriam is when Tillman worked at 
Standard Oil of Ohio in Ohio and later at British Petroleum 
in Alaska, she was the only Executive wife without a college 
degree. In the end, it did not make a difference—they loved 
her. Another great memory is when the bank kept turning her
and Tillman down for their first home loan. They were trying 
to move into a White neighborhood in Los Angeles where
the deed had a prohibition against selling to Black people. 
Miriam raised so much cane that the bank approved the loan. 

Miriam’s favorite singer was Sade; her favorite plays were 
“Rent” and “The Jersey Boys;” her favorite movie: “West Side 
Story;” her favorite sport: basketball and the Lakers. 

“Don’t feel sorry for me, I’ve had a good run” .... Jerry Buss, 
Owner, Lakers.

The Rosary and Viewing for Miriam is on Tuesday, July 
23, between the hours of 4pm and 8pm, at Pierce Brothers 
Westwood Village Memorial Park and Mortuary, 1218 Glendon 
Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90024

The Funeral Service is on Wednesday, July 24, at 12 noon at
Mission San Fernando Church, 15151 San Fernando Mission 
Blvd, Mission Hills, CA 91345.

Instead of flowers, the family would like donations in 
her memory to either St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
(www.stjude.org), Homeboy Industries (homeboyindustries.
org/donate), or the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (www.maldef.org). 

To plant trees in her memory, please visit: A Living Tribute 
(www.alivingtribute.org) 
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cluding one from May. The
lengthiest had more than
1,000 comments.

“Maybe the head chef is
all business, but he’s got that
WACKY sidekick sous chef.
He may be saucy, but to-
gether they add up to a lot of
dough,” a Reddit user wrote
in 2013.

“One guy is high, and one
guy is really high,” another
said.

The “delicious moments”
directive gets attention, too.

“I’m f— trying pizza box.
I’m f— trying,” an X user
wrote in 2020alongside a pic-
ture that highlighted the
tagline.

It has even penetrated
mainstream media: In 2010,
the Portland Mercury pub-
lished a piece asking,
“What’s the ... deal with this
pizza box? Who designed it?
Where can I see more of their
work?... Are there other
pizza boxes that even come
close to being this weird?”

These questions have en-
dured. Digital media expert
Jamie Cohen said online cu-
riosity about the box reflects
an “interest in collective in-
vestigation,” the type of
which true-crime podcasts
and docuseries stoke.

“People are just inter-
ested in how people figure
things out,” said Cohen, as-
sistant professor of media
studies at Queens College in
New York. “There’s a novelty
in community. And food is
supposed to be a collective
experience. The box shows
up and the majority of peo-
ple throw it out, but some
people sit and stare at it.”

Amid a difficult stretch
for L.A.’s restaurant indus-
try, even the choice of which
pizza box to use is some-
thing belt-tightening propri-
etors consider. And because
the “delicious moments”
box is inexpensive — restau-
rateurs said it costs them be-
tween $10 and $15 for a bun-
dle of 50 — it has maintained
a strong toehold at local eat-
eries.

Jennifer Febre, co-owner
of MacLeod Ale Brewing Co.
in Van Nuys, said she appre-
ciates the box’s low price,
but only occasionally relies
on it. Its presence at Mac-
Leod, she said, “usually
means I messed up and
didn’t order [custom] pizza
boxes in time.”

Orth, however, has only
positive associations with
the box. And she said she re-
cently got a chance to pay it
forward while working at
Pizza of Venice: “I taught a
kid how to fold the box and I
said, ‘When you are old
enough you can come get a
job here.’ ”

A veil lifts
The box’s provenance

may be unknown to some
observers, but it is hardly a
mystery to the countless es-
tablishments that use it. 

The boxes come from
Restaurant Depot, a whole-
sale food service supplier
based in Whitestone, N.Y.
This fact was noted 11 years
ago in a book about pizza
boxes, “Viva la Pizza!”

Author Scott Wiener ex-
plained how examining the
artwork closely unlocked
the secret: “The bottle of ol-
ive oil on the table and cans
on the background shelves
hint at its origin. Supremo
Italiano, Isabella and
Qualite are all house
brands” of Restaurant De-
pot.

Wiener’s book, which
notes the box appears only
west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, calls it a “cult favorite.” 

“It’s the fact that the
phrase on it is so magical
and weird — and the mis-
matched chefs,” he told The
Times. “It’s prolific: That
box has been printed more
than famous works of art.
That box and ‘Starry Night’
— I bet they have been
printed about the same.” 

Jamie Woolner, co-owner
of Pizza of Venice, almost
certainly hears about the
box more than most propri-
etors — guests regularly ask
if the men on it are him and
his business partner, Sean
St. John. 

“Many customers have
said that I look like the guy in
the front rolling out the
dough,” said Woolner, who
estimates he’s folded about
20,000 of the boxes.

Shrouded origins
Restaurant Depot ap-

pears to have publicly ac-
knowledged the lore sur-
rounding the box on only one
occasion.

In 2021, the company
posted a picture of it on
Facebook, noting that “14
years ago, this iconic pizza
box was created and distrib-
uted to our West Coast cus-
tomers.”

Below the post, a Face-
book user asked who made
the box. His query went un-
answered.

Restaurant Depot would
not participate in this arti-
cle. After an initially promis-
ing back-and-forth con-
ducted via telephone, email
and, weirdly, LinkedIn, a
company spokesman ig-
nored multiple interview re-
quests.

Wiener, the author, said it
was his “strong speculation”
that the artwork was made
using computer clip art. 

“A lot of these boxes are
not designed by artists —
they are designed by people
that are there ... it could be

an administrative assist-
ant,” he said. “And then the
box gets printed millions of
times.”

He believes Restaurant
Depot’s box is made over-
seas, which could explain its
oddly worded slogan. It “fits
into that uncomfortable
translation category,” he
said. 

And yet, perhaps be-
cause of the strange diction,
the phrase is more than just
a gustatory command. It is,
said Wiener, “So much
deeper — and more beauti-
ful — but in an accidental
way.”

Chefs and restaurateurs
laid out a variety of theories
about the box’s conception,
even suggesting that artifi-
cial intelligence was in-
volved. But Cohen nixed
that notion: “AI can’t mess
this up that bad.”

Still, the box has its
champions. Adam Nadel, 40,
owns Tramonto, a wood-
fired pizza truck, whose pies
are named for film charac-
ters played by Nicolas Cage.
Nadel said some boxes are
too flimsy. Others don’t ef-
fectively absorb grease. But
the ones from Restaurant
Depot get the job done. 

Nadel said he goes
through hundreds a week.
So, he’s spent a lot of time
staring at the mismatched
chefs. What does he make of
them?

“The guy in the back is
like, ‘Man, I wonder what
time the bar closes?’ ” Nadel
said. 

As for Orth, in the end,
she didn’t write her admis-
sions essay about the “deli-
cious moments” box. She
said one of her teachers con-
vinced her to pursue a differ-
ent tack.

“We decided,” Orth said,
that “college administrators
don’t really want to hear
about folding pizza boxes.” 

This fall, she will attend
Bard College — less than a
two-hour drive from Restau-
rant Depot’s headquarters.

This quirky pizza box keeps the masses guessing

FOR SOOKIE ORTH, the box represents hard work. For others, it’s practical, and for the online community, it fuels collective curiosity.
Photographs by Christina House Los Angeles Times

JAMIE WOOLNER, co-owner of Pizza of Venice, said he’s folded 20,000 of the
boxes and is often told he looks like the chef rolling out the dough on the box. 

[Pizza, from B1]

statement Friday that its fa-
cilities had remained open,
but added: “Our teams will
be working actively through
the weekend as we continue
to resolve remaining issues.” 

Kaiser Permanente like-
wise said that the outage
had affected some of its sys-
tems, but its hospitals and
offices remained open, acti-

vating backup systems in
some cases to secure access
to medical records and pre-
vent interruptions to pa-
tient care.

The Providence health-
care system said Saturday
morning that it was “making
steady progress bringing
systems back online,” add-
ing: “Our efforts will contin-
ue throughout this weekend

as we work to restore service
levels back to normal as
much as possible by Monday
morning,” and urging people
not to delay needed care.

The Governor’s Office of
Emergency Services said
Saturday that “911 systems,
public safety communica-
tions, and life-saving critical
infrastructure remain unaf-
fected” after the outage.

Outage recovery work continues
[LAX, from B1]

The Los Angeles County
Superior Court system was
hit by a ransomware attack
Friday, prompting officials
to disable network system. 

The attack did not ap-
pear to be related to the
faulty CrowdStrike update
that sparked a global tech-
nology outage Friday, offi-

cials said in a statement. 
CrowdStrike is a major

supplier of software meant
to protect businesses from
ransomware, in which an at-
tacker encrypts and blocks
access to computer systems
or data until some sort of
payment is made. 

So far there’s “no evi-
dence of court [users’] data
being compromised,” the
statement said.

After discovering the at-
tack, the court’s network
systems were disabled to
minimize the damage, ac-
cording to the statement.
Systems are expected to be
offline through at least the
weekend to address the is-
sue. As of Friday evening,
multiple pages on the court’s
website weren’t working and
returned error messages, in-
cluding the jury portal.

L.A. County Superior Court’s
system hit by ransomware attack
By Andrew Khouri

A Los Angeles County
Superior Court judge sen-
tenced a man to 32 years in
prison for killing rapper Slim
400.

Born Vincent Cohran Jr.,
Slim 400 was 33 when he was
fatally shot outside his In-
glewood home by Michael
Lanell Terry. Hours before
the shooting, Slim 400 had
released a music video for
his track “Caviar Gold” on
Instagram.

Terry shot Slim 400 while
he was getting out of his car
and pleaded guilty last week
to voluntary manslaughter
and admitted to using a fire-
arm and having a felony
strike for a prior conviction,
the L.A. County district at-

torney’s office announced in
a news release. Judge Altus
Hudson sentenced Terry in
an Inglewood courthouse.

A second person, Tamra
Lynn Bell, has pleaded
guilty to felony accessory af-
ter the fact in the killing and
is scheduled to be sentenced
next year.

“Our hearts go out to the
families of Mr. Cohran, an
artist in the Los Angeles
community who was taken
far too soon by a tragic act of

gun violence,” Dist. Atty.
George Gascón said in a
statement.

Born in Germany and
raised in Compton, Slim 400
was known for songs such as
“Goapele,” featuring YG,
and “Piru,” featuring YG and
Redrum 187.

In 2019, Slim 400 was shot
nine times in Compton and
survived the attack after
undergoing surgery and a 15-
day stay in the hospital. 

Several months before
his death in December 2021,
Slim 400 described in an
interview that he saw a
“black light, or a dark cloud”
after the 2019 shooting.

“It was dark, and I was
just kind of reminiscing with
my homies,” he said.

In an interview with Nick
Cannon, Slim 400 talked
about his time in the hospi-
tal. “I was basically talking
to God. ‘Look, get me up out
of here. I’m going to do right,
bro. ... Just give me another
chance to show you that I
can do better,’ ” he said.

Rapper Slim 400’s killer gets
32 years for 2021 fatal shooting

Raised in Compton,
the artist was 33 when
he was slain outside
his Inglewood home.

By Nathan Solis

RAPPER Slim 400 per-
forms in L.A. in 2018.

Scott Dudelson Getty Images
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South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality

Air quality

Today in Southern California Today in North America

5-day forecasts
High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts

Surf and sea
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO

California cities*

Tides

Almanac

UV index

Sun and moon

L.A. Outer Harbor, in feet.

County Height Period Direction Temp

Saturday Downtown readings

Minutes to burn for sensitive people

Temperature Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*

Today’s rise/set

Aug. 4 Aug. 12July 27July 21
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Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
foggy; Prcp precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
showers; Ts thunderstorms; R rain; Sn snow; Sf
snow flurries; I ice; Rs rain/snow; W windy; Tr
trace. Notes: National extremes exclude Alaska
and Hawaii. * - data estimated.
Saturday’s readings as of 2 p.m.

U.S. cities

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky

World

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo

Sun 5:57a/8:02p 5:56a/8:00p 6:01a/8:06p
Moon 8:49p/5:58a 8:47p/5:57a 8:54p/6:01a

Mostly sunny 89/67

Mostly sunny 87/67

Mostly sunny 87/67

Mostly sunny 88/69

Mostly sunny 95/68

Very warm 96/70

Hot 97/68

Sunny, hot 97/69

Mostly sunny 77/64

Partly sunny 76/66

Partly sunny 75/65

Mostly sunny 77/64

Partly sunny 83/55

T-shower 82/58

T-shower 80/55

Mostly sunny 80/52

Hot 114/89

Very warm 113/89

Very warm 113/91

Hot 115/91

Mostly sunny, hot Mostly sunny Increasingly windy Mostly sunny; hotMostly sunny; warm

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Today

Inner waters: Wind variable at 10-15
knots. Seas 3-5 feet. Swells west 3
feet at 8 seconds and southerly at 2
feet at 14 seconds.

Surf zone: The risk of strong rip cur-
rents is low at S.B. County beaches,
high at Ventura County beaches and
moderate elsewhere.

Santa Barbara 1-3’ 10 sec WSW 63
Ventura 3-6’ 10 sec WSW 63
Los Angeles 2-4’ 10 sec SW 69
Orange 2-4’ 13 sec S 70
San Diego 2-4’ 14 sec SSW 71

Today 10:59a 4.0 Hi 4:27a -1.2 Lo

9:46p 6.9 Hi 3:29p 2.2 Lo

Mon. 11:33a 4.2 Hi 5:04a -1.3 Lo

10:31p 6.7 Hi 4:17p 2.0 Lo

High/low 90/64 88/65 67/56
Normal high/low 83/65 85/67 74/58
High/low a year ago 89/67 91/67 76/59
Record high/date 100/1960 100/2016 85/1960
Record low/date 52/1892 61/1999 52/1973

24-hour total (as of 2 p.m.) 0.00 0.00 0.00
Season total (since Oct. 1) 22.15 16.59 24.79
Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 28.03 21.35 27.06
Season norm (Oct. 1 to date) 14.26 11.81 16.08
Humidity (high/low) 100/72 96/42 96/72

Precipitation Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*
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Los Angeles, 10

Phoenix, 10
San Francisco, 25
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Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

High 116 in Blythe, Calif. Low 37 in Dillon, Colo.

Saturday* Today Saturday* Today

Albany 85 59 -- 86 61 Su
Albuquerque 92 70 .02 80 64 Ts
Anchorage 72 52 -- 68 56 Su
Aspen 80 47 Tr 77 45 Ts
Atlanta 83 70 1.65 83 71 Ts
Austin 96 73 -- 94 75 Pc
Baltimore 88 71 .11 91 74 Ts
Boise 107 68 -- 108 77 Hz
Boston 86 65 -- 89 67 Pc
Bufalo 79 56 -- 82 64 Pc
Burlington, Vt. 84 60 -- 78 54 Pc
Charleston, S.C. 92 74 1.08 90 77 Ts
Charlotte 86 72 .60 84 72 Ts
Chicago 80 63 -- 83 65 Pc
Cincinnati 85 62 -- 85 68 Pc
Cleveland 80 54 -- 83 64 Pc
Columbia, S.C. 89 73 .14 88 73 Ts
Columbus 86 61 -- 85 67 Pc
Dallas/Ft.Worth 94 72 -- 91 75 Ts
Denver 85 57 .01 74 56 Ts
Detroit 79 61 -- 84 65 Pc
El Paso 100 78 -- 90 69 Pc
Eugene 96 57 -- 85 54 Su
Fort Myers 93 77 .30 94 76 Ts
Hartford 86 62 .11 91 66 Pc
Honolulu 88 73 .01 88 77 Sh
Houston 93 76 .04 91 76 Ts
Indianapolis 81 61 -- 83 65 Pc
Jacksonville, Fla. 93 74 .32 93 75 Ts
Kansas City 75 65 .18 79 63 Ts
Knoxville 85 71 .82 83 70 Ts
Las Vegas 112 89 Tr 112 90 Pc
Louisville 88 67 -- 87 70 Pc
Medford 101 63 -- 91 60 Su
Memphis 87 72 .04 85 73 Ts
Miami 92 81 .07 92 80 Ts
Milwaukee 80 64 -- 77 64 Pc
Minneapolis 82 70 .10 79 66 Ts
Nashville 90 69 .11 87 71 Ts
New Orleans 89 77 .03 84 76 Ts
New York 83 71 -- 86 73 Pc
Norfolk 88 74 .01 84 75 Ts
Oklahoma City 88 66 .31 80 67 Ts
Omaha 75 65 .61 80 65 Ts
Orlando 97 77 .50 95 76 Ts
Philadelphia 84 72 .09 89 72 Pc
Phoenix 114 94 -- 110 89 Ts
Pittsburgh 86 65 -- 85 65 Pc
Portland, Ore. 95 65 -- 84 59 Ts
Providence 82 65 Tr 87 66 Pc
Raleigh/Durham 90 74 .18 86 74 Ts
Reno 99 68 -- 101 71 Su
Richmond 83 73 .63 88 72 Ts
St. Louis 83 65 -- 83 68 Ts
Salt Lake City 101 75 -- 100 72 Su

Acapulco 89 72 .60 89 75 R
Amsterdam 86 64 .01 74 57 Pc
Athens 99 86 -- 96 78 Su
Bangkok 91 81 .10 91 80 Sh
Barcelona 84 72 .02 83 70 Ts
Berlin 86 63 -- 91 69 Su
Cabo San Lucas 93 76 -- 92 77 Su
Cairo 104 82 -- 103 81 Su
Dubai 109 93 -- 111 94 Pc
Dublin 64 57 1.00 64 58 Cy
Havana 91 73 .05 90 75 Sh
Ho Chi Minh City 84 75 .11 87 78 Ts
Hong Kong 94 85 .26 93 83 Ts
Istanbul 95 79 -- 93 77 Su
Jerusalem 89 70 -- 91 72 Su
Johannesburg 68 39 -- 68 46 Cy
Kuala Lumpur 94 78 .04 92 77 Ts
Lima 65 59 -- 65 59 Cy
London 75 63 .03 72 57 Pc
Madrid 97 64 .01 93 62 Su
Mecca 109 86 -- 111 85 Pc
Mexico City 75 58 .30 73 57 R
Montreal 81 63 .02 76 58 Su
Moscow 77 63 -- 73 59 Sh
Mumbai 81 79 2.20 83 79 Ts
New Delhi 97 81 .05 97 83 Pc
Paris 90 66 .15 79 57 Sh
Prague 82 59 -- 88 65 Su
Rome 88 72 -- 90 73 Su
Seoul 88 75 .48 87 77 Ts
Singapore 90 80 -- 90 82 Ts
Taipei City 95 82 -- 100 80 Pc
Tokyo 93 80 1.00 92 80 Pc
Vancouver 79 61 -- 75 59 Pc
Vienna 81 68 .02 89 65 Hz

Seattle 87 62 -- 79 56 Pc
Tampa 92 77 .38 94 78 Ts
Tucson 105 83 .08 100 78 Pc
Tulsa 87 65 -- 78 68 Ts
Washington, D.C. 87 75 .09 92 77 Ts
Wichita 85 67 .20 81 65 Ts

SATURDAY’S EXTREMES AS OF 2 P.M. FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES

Anaheim 93 66 -- 89 66 88 67
Avalon/Catalina 91 66 -- 82 64 79 65
Bakersfield 108 77 -- 103 78 108 82
Barstow 112 82 -- 112 83 111 83
Big Bear Lake 83 55 -- 84 55 83 55
Bishop 104 65 -- 104 66 102 66
Burbank 97 67 -- 94 68 91 68
Camarillo 80 60 -- 82 62 82 62
Chatsworth 100 67 -- 97 68 95 68
Chino 103 66 -- 99 65 98 65
Compton 86 66 .02 87 66 86 68
Dana Point 75 67 -- 76 67 77 66
Death Valley 122 96 -- 122 108 121 105
Del Mar 73 66 Tr 72 66 74 67
Escondido 96 62 -- 91 63 89 64
Eureka 61 55 .01 62 53 63 50
Fallbrook 92 63 -- 89 63 87 63
Fresno 106 73 -- 105 73 109 79
Fullerton 93 67 -- 88 67 88 68
Hemet 106 66 -- 103 65 100 68
Hesperia 99 71 -- 101 71 100 72
Huntington Beach 77 68 .02 76 67 76 67
Idyllwild 89 69 -- 90 71 90 73
Irvine 82 67 Tr 85 67 84 66

L.A. D’ntown/USC 89 65 -- 89 67 89 67
L.A. Int’l. Airport 74 65 -- 77 65 78 65
Laguna Beach 75 67 -- 76 67 76 67
Lancaster 105 73 -- 106 74 106 76
Long Beach 87 67 -- 85 68 85 67
Mammoth Lakes 81 52 -- 81 54 82 52
Mission Viejo 94 67 -- 87 67 86 66
Monrovia 100 68 -- 96 68 95 68
Monterey 65 57 -- 64 55 69 54
Mt. Wilson 87 68 -- 76 68 75 67
Needles 118 92 -- 117 93 113 92
Newport Beach 75 69 .02 76 68 76 67
Northridge 100 66 -- 96 67 94 65
Oakland 72 59 -- 70 57 77 58
Oceanside 86 65 -- 85 65 84 66
Ojai 94 62 -- 92 64 89 67
Ontario 103 70 -- 99 69 98 70
Palm Springs 118 87 -- 115 87 114 89
Pasadena 95 67 -- 93 67 91 67
Paso Robles 98 58 -- 98 57 100 59
Redding 114 75 -- 108 73 113 76
Riverside 104 67 -- 102 66 99 67
Sacramento 102 61 -- 93 62 105 68
San Bernardino 106 71 -- 103 70 102 69

San Diego 77 67 -- 78 67 76 67
San Francisco 71 57 -- 69 56 76 58
San Gabriel 96 67 -- 94 68 92 68
San Jose 83 61 Tr 79 60 89 67
San Luis Obispo 82 58 -- 78 56 81 59
Santa Ana 81 68 -- 82 68 82 68
Santa Barbara 74 58 -- 75 61 74 60
Santa Clarita 103 67 -- 101 67 101 64
Santa Monica Pier 73 65 -- 78 65 77 64
Santa Paula 83 59 Tr 89 61 87 61
Santa Rosa 95 55 -- 91 53 93 53
Simi Valley 96 62 -- 94 63 95 64
Tahoe Valley 83 50 -- 86 53 87 55
Temecula 99 65 -- 96 66 94 67
Thousand Oaks 88 61 -- 89 63 87 63
Torrance 76 66 .03 78 67 78 67
UCLA 80 64 .03 83 65 83 65
Van Nuys 101 68 -- 98 69 97 70
Ventura 69 59 Tr 72 61 72 61
Whittier Hills 94 66 -- 91 67 89 67
Woodland Hills 104 65 -- 95 66 91 66
Wrightwood 88 71 -- 87 70 85 69
Yorba Linda 96 66 -- 91 66 92 64
Yosemite Valley 95 67 -- 96 67 96 62

Sat.* Today Mon. Sat.* Today Mon.Sat.* Today Mon.

Hot weather continues: A strong upper-level high-pressure area will continue to bring hot weather to areas

away from the coast. With a weak onshore flow at the coast, the beaches will stay closer to average. Parts of the

Sierra Nevada will see building afternoon clouds with an afternoon thundershower in spots. Winds will be

gusty during the afternoon across the interior valleys and mountains.

Tropical downpours across Florida: Downpours will cover Florida

today along with locally gusty thunderstorms as a tropical wave passes

through. Meanwhile, the monsoon pattern will continue in the South-

west, with thunderstorms bringing flash flooding.

The first time Bill Cooke

ever saw a meteor shower, he

was 11 years old in the woods

of North Georgia getting

eaten alive by the mosqui-

toes. But as he looked up, the

sight of color streaks from

the Perseid meteor shower

made him forget his itchy

red bumps — if only for a mo-

ment. 

Now Cooke, 66, is the me-

teroid environment pro-

gram manager at NASA in

Huntsville, Ala., where he

studies the skies for a living.

And he said it is just as easy

for him to witness the me-

teor shower at its mid-Au-

gust zenith as it was 55 years

ago — and for you too, if you

follow a few simple rules.

The shower is a debris

train trailing the Swift-Tut-

tle comet, a dirty snowball

that completes its orbit

around the sun every 133

years. From mid-July to

early September, Earth’s or-

bital path around the sun

crosses that of the comet.

And those grain-sized de-

bris become “falling stars” as

they enter Earth’s atmos-

phere at high speed, burning

up and producing spectacu-

lar streaks of light.

The fascination with the

Perseids dates back cen-

turies. Scribes in medieval

Europe called the meteor

shower “the tears of St.

Lawrence” because the

streaks in the sky fell on the

anniversary of St.

Lawrence’s martyrdom. A

more recent example comes

from the late singer and

songwriter John Denver,

whose hit “Rocky Mountain

High” (“I’ve seen it rainin’

fire in the sky”) was based on

a camping trip he took to see

the Perseids.

Ed Krupp, director of

Griffith Observatory, said

the Perseids’ appeal stems

in part from the comet’s

timelessness in contrast

with the scale of human life.

“It causes us to ponder the

sky and the cosmos at large,

and it gives us a much differ-

ent sense of what’s impor-

tant and how long things

last,” he said. 

Here are the steps ex-

perts suggest you take to

fully appreciate the celestial

light show.

Look on the right day
and time. The frequency of

the Perseids will ramp up be-

tween now until the peak of

the meteor shower on the

evenings of Aug. 10, 11 and 12. 

The light show goes on for

hours, and individuals

should be prepared to stay

up late. That’s because “you

don’t want to look at the

moon too much because

that degrades your night vi-

sion,” said Tim Thompson,

science director at Mt. Wil-

son Observatory. 

Fortunately, the moon

will set around midnight in

Southern California, remov-

ing that lunar pollution for

night owls. 

Find a dark vantage
point with a clear view of
the sky. The most important

thing that astronomers do

to improve their night vision

is to leave behind the light

pollution of urban cities and

head to remote locations

that are also unencumbered

by trees or buildings that

block the view. 

Cameron Hummels, a re-

search scientist at Caltech

and a former resident as-

tronomer at Grand Canyon

National Park, suggested

that Angelenos book nearby

campsites in advance to

watch the Perseids. Joshua

Tree is a popular choice, but

there is also the Mojave

Desert, Anza-Borrego

Desert State Park and even

trailheads and campsites as

close as Angeles National

Forest near Pasadena. 

In the backcountry,

Cooke said, individuals will

be able to see a meteor

streaking across the sky

about once a minute. But in

a suburb, that rate will drop

to fewer than five per hour,

he said, because light pollu-

tion will render all but the

brightest fireballs invisible.

The light show can con-

tinue for hours, and Cooke

advised keeping your eyes off

your phone if you want them

to stay adjusted to the dark.

Don’t focus on Perseus.
The Perseids appear to radi-

ate out from the northern

constellation Perseus —

hence the name. People liv-

ing in the Northern Hemi-

sphere will be able to see the

Perseids regardless of where

they set up camp, barring

any inclement weather. But

individuals in the Southern

Hemisphere will have a

harder time seeing the

shower, Krupp said.

But you don’t need to ac-

tually find the specific clus-

ter of Perseus stars to get the

best view of the meteor

shower — in fact, Cooke ad-

vises against it. “Don’t work

to look for the Perseus radi-

ant because the meteors [at

that point] have short trails

and they’re visually unim-

pressive.” 

You’ll get a better look at

the shower if you have an ex-

pansive view of the sky, he

said, because the meteors

can appear anywhere. “So

get on a cot or on a sleeping

bag and lie flat on your back

and look straight up.” 

Leave the binoculars at
home. Unlike other astrono-

mical events, it’s actually

better to take in the Perseids

without the use of visual aids

because meteors move fast

—133,200 mph, to be precise.

“A meteor can appear any-

where in the sky. Telescopes

and binoculars, you [only]

see a small part in the sky. So

you don’t want to use them.

You want to use your eyes,”

Cooke said.

Out of all the annual me-

teor showers, “the Perseids

produce more bright me-

teors, more fireballs, than

any other shower” because

of their speed and size,

Cooke said. They also show

up on balmy summer nights,

as opposed to the Leonids

and Geminids, which arrive

in November and December,

respectively.

Use a better camera
than the one in your phone.
If you’re eager to capture an

image of a meteor shower,

you’ll be better served by

something other than your

iPhone, said Bob Stephens,

an amateur astronomer and

globe-trotting “eclipse

chaser” who’s been captur-

ing meteor showers with his

camera for 50 years.

It’s better to have a DSLR

or a mirrorless camera so

you can put on a wide-angle

lens, Stephens said — “the

wider the better, because

you pick up more sky in the

lens.” Pushing the aperture

or the F-stop down as low as

possible allows the most

light in, and he suggests set-

ting the ISO as high as pos-

sible without adding grain to

the image. 

The shutter speed should

be slow — but at most 15 sec-

onds, to capture the trail of

light moving across the sky

— and you’ll need a tripod to

prevent blurriness. Most

modern digital cameras

have the capability to take

photos every number of sec-

onds until a memory card is

full.

Here’s how to catch the year’s best meteor shower 

STARGAZERS take in the Perseid meteor shower in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park in 2013. The best way to improve night vision is to
leave behind the light pollution of cities and head to remote locations that are also unencumbered by trees or buildings that block the view. 

Don Bartletti Los Angeles Times

By Jireh Deng
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BRITISH OPEN

Horschel weathers storm to gain lead
He ignores hard rain and shoots two-under 69, giv-
ing him a one-shot lead going into final round. D2

BASKETBALL

James’ late layup saves U.S.
His layup with 8 seconds left edges South Sudan
101-100 to avert upset in pre-Olympic exhibition. D8

MLB

Angels lose to A’s again
Oakland notches its franchise-best eighth straight
home victory over its AL West rivals, 8-2. D8

A breeze strong enough to rustle the

lush, green canopy of oak trees towering

over the outfield fence at Red Wilson

Field, home of the Cape Cod League’s

Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox, takes the

edge off a humid, 83-degree game-day

afternoon.

Fans in lawn chairs — some who

staked out prime backstop locations

hours before first pitch and one woman

who has been clanging the same cow

bell here for decades — ring the field,

while others sit on blankets on a berm

down the left-field line.

The smell of grilled burgers and hot

dogs fills the air. The grassy areas be-

hind the dugouts are abuzz, with young

couples pushing strollers, fans walking

dogs and Little Leaguers interrupting 

SCOTT PICKLER, right, offers some guidance to a young collegiate player for the Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox of the Cape Cod Baseball League.
Jacqueline Mia Foster For The Times

This super coach dons
Cape for the summer
Former Cypress College coach Pickler, 74, stays young and fit as
he spends his 26th season as a manager in the wooden bat league

By Mike DiGiovanna reporting from south yarmouth, mass. [See Pickler, D4]

Less than two

weeks until the

most important

trade deadline in

franchise history,

and the Dodgers’

heads are spinning.

Where do they

look? How close do

they look? What is

real? What is really dumb?

Things are getting wild at

Chavez Ravine, as evidenced by

the rapt attention paid Friday to

three pitchers during the team’s

return from the All-Star break.

Only one of whom actually

pitched in a major league game.

First up was Tyler Glasnow,

four hours before the Dodgers

played the Boston Red Sox, capti-

vating club officials standing in

sweltering heat with a 57-pitch

simulated game.

Glasnow is their ace, but he’s

fragile and nearly has reached his

career high in innings for a season,

and the Dodgers sidelined him

before the All-Star game because

of a strange back injury.

Strange, because he probably

wasn’t really hurt, but just needed

the time off, which is honestly

scarier than any injury.

“I feel good, the time off was

good,” he said. “Went out there

today and everything felt sharp.”

So he’s fine. For now. Do you

trust him? Are you sure?

Next up, 1,381 miles to the

southeast, there was Clayton

Kershaw in Round Rock, Texas,

making a rehabilitation start for

triple-A Oklahoma City.

As Dodgers officials followed

closely on their laptops, Kershaw

gave up three runs in four innings

with a fastball velocity that dipped

to a dangerous 87 mph in the

fourth inning.

Would you now slide him back

in the rotation, ignoring that he’s

still recovering from offseason

shoulder surgery and he’s 36?

“I mean, ultimately, it’s just

where the team is at,” Kershaw

said afterward. “So would love to

come back whenever they need

me, obviously. But don’t want to

put the team in a bad spot.”

Too late. The Dodgers are

already in a bad spot. Here’s

guessing they are going to get him

back on a big league mound as

soon as possible.

The situation is that shaky. The

Dodgers are that desperate.

Finally Friday, after the two

opening acts were completed, the

main event showed up in rookie

star Gavin Stone starting the

game against the Red Sox.

He was his usual strong self, TYLER GLASNOW has been the Dodgers’ ace this season, but a recent back injury and the fact
he’s closing in on a career high in innings pitched have inspired questions about his durability.

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Trade deadline feels like panic time for Dodgers
BILL PLASCHKE It’s clear they need to make moves at month’s end to become

a World Series-winning team, and they shouldn’t think twice

[See Plaschke, D7]



D2 SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024 S LATIMES.COM/SPORTS

SUN MON TUE WED THU

21 22 23 24 25

DODGERS

BOSTON

4

ESPN

SAN

FRANCISCO

7

SNLA

SAN

FRANCISCO

7

SNLA

SAN

FRANCISCO

7

SNLA

SAN

FRANCISCO

1

SNLA

ANGELS

at Oakland

1

BSW

at Seattle

6:30

BSW

at Seattle

6:30

BSW

at Seattle

12:30

BSW

OAKLAND

6:30

BSW

SPARKS

NEXT: AUG. 15 VS. NEW YORK, 6, ESPN

GALAXY

NEXT: JULY 31 AT SAN JOSE**, 7:30 P.M., APPLE TV

LAFC

NEXT: FRIDAY VS. TIJUANA**, 8 P.M., APPLE TV+

ANGEL CITY

NEXT: FRIDAY AT BAY FC*, 7:30 P.M. 

Shade denotes home game. *NWSL x Liga MX Femenil Summer Cup **Leagues Cup

PRO CALENDAR

TIME EVENT ON THE AIR

AUTO RACING

9 a.m. Formula E, London ePrix TV: 2, Paramount+

10 a.m. IndyCar Series, Honda Indy Toronto TV: Peacock

10 a.m. NHRA, Northwest Nationals, qualifying (delayed) TV: FS1

11 a.m. NASCAR Cup, Brickyard 400 TV: 4

1 p.m. NHRA, Northwest Nationals TV: 11

BASEBALL

10 a.m. Milwaukee at Minnesota TV: Roku

10:30 a.m. Hall of Fame induction ceremony TV: MLB

10:30 a.m. San Diego at Cleveland TV: ESPN+

1 p.m. Angels at Oakland TV: BSW

R: 830, 1330

4 p.m. Boston at Dodgers TV: ESPN, ESPN2,

ESPND

R: 570, 1020

BASKETBALL: NBA SUMMER LEAGUE

11 a.m. Clippers vs. Memphis TV: ESPN, ESPN+

Noon Orlando vs. Minnesota TV: NBA, ESPN+

1 p.m. Golden State vs. Miami TV: ESPN, ESPN+

2 p.m. Philadelphia vs. Boston TV: NBA, ESPN+

3:30 p.m. Charlotte vs. Brooklyn TV: ESPNU, ESPN+

4 p.m. Toronto vs. San Antonio TV: NBA, ESPN+

5:30 p.m. Detroit vs. Utah TV: ESPNU, ESPN+

6 p.m. Houston vs. Portland TV: NBA, ESPN+

BASKETBALL: THE BASKETBALL LEAGUE

11 a.m. La Familia vs. The Nawf TV: 11

1 p.m. Red Rose Thunder vs. Team AboutBillions TV: FS1

3 p.m. Forever Coogs vs. Once a Bronco TV: FS1

5 p.m. Assembly Ball vs. Men of Mackey TV: FS1

CRICKET

5:30 p.m. MLC, New York vs. L.A. Knight Riders TV: BSSC

GOLF

10 a.m. LPGA, Dana Open, final round TV: Golf, Peacock

11 a.m. LPGA, Dana Open, final round TV: 2, Paramount+

3 p.m. PGA Tour, Barracuda Championship, final round TV: Golf, Peacock

HORSE RACING

11 a.m. Saratoga Live TV: FS2

Noon Saratoga Live TV: BSSC

1 p.m. Saratoga Live TV: FS2

LACROSSE

10 a.m. Athletes Unlimited, Team Bosco vs. Team Glynn TV: ESPN2

MOTOCROSS

7 a.m. FIM, MX2 Czech Republic, Race 1 TV: CBSSN

8 a.m. FIM, MXGP Czech Republic, Race 1 TV: CBSSN

PRO FOOTBALL

4 p.m. CFL, B.C. at Calgary TV: CBSSN

RUGBY

3:30 p.m. MLR, Eastern Conference semifinal,
Chicago at NOLA

TV: FS2

6 p.m. MLR, Western Conference semifinal,
San Diego at Seattle

TV: FS2

SOCCER

1 p.m. USL, Oakland vs. Sacramento TV: 2

1:30 p.m. NWSL x Liga MX Femenil Summer Cup,
Washington vs. Guadalajara

TV: Paramount,
TUDN

4 p.m. Mexico, UNAM vs. Pachuca TV: Univision, TUDN

6 p.m. Mexico, León vs. Necaxa TV: TUDN

TENNIS

6 a.m. Hamburg, Gstaad, Bastad (ATP); Budapest (WTA)
finals; Umag (ATP); Iasi (WTA), early rounds

TV: Tennis

1 a.m. (Mon.) Kitzbuhel, Umag (ATP); Iasi, Prague (WTA),
early rounds 

TV: Tennis

TRACK AND FIELD

10 a.m. U.S. Paralympic trials (delay) TV: CNBC

YOUTH FOOTBALL

7 a.m. NFL Flag Championships, boys 15U, semifinal TV: NFLN

8 a.m. NFL Flag Championships, girls 18U, semifinal TV: NFLN

9 a.m. NFL Flag Championships, boys 15U, semifinal TV: ESPN, ESPND

10 a.m. NFL Flag Championships, girls 18U, semifinal TV: ESPN, ESPND

Noon NFL Flag Championships, boys 15U, final TV: 7, ESPND

1 p.m. NFL Flag Championships, girls 18U, final TV: 7, ESPND

YOUTH SOFTBALL

2 p.m. Alliance Pro Fastpitch, teams TBD TV: CBSSN

TODAY ON THE AIR

British Open
THIRD-ROUND LEADERS

Royal Troon Golf Club, Troon, Scotland | Par 71 | 7,385 yards

Rounds 1st 2nd 3rd Total +/-

Billy Horschel 72 68 69 209 -4

Sam Burns 76 69 65 210 -3

Thriston Lawrence 71 74 65 210 -3

Russell Henley 69 75 66 210 -3

Xander Schauffele 69 72 69 210 -3

Justin Rose 69 68 73 210 -3

Daniel Brown 65 72 73 210 -3

TROON, Scotland — The
British Open brought a final
two hours of the worst
weather to the world’s best
players, and Billy Horschel
was up for the fight.

Horschel flipped his cap
around to keep rain from
dripping off the bill. He
played in short sleeves in a
biting chill to swing more
freely. He embraced every-
thing about Saturday at
Royal Troon on a day the
course gave most players a
royal beating.

He survived with a mar-
velous short game from pot
bunkers and the rough, and
managed a two-under 69
that gave him a one-shot
lead going into a final round
and his best shot at winning
his first major.

“I’m excited to be here.
I’ve wanted to be here my en-
tire life,” he said. “I’m finally
here.”

It was getting there Sat-
urday that was so difficult, a
third round that got turned
upside down and every other

possible way.
Shane Lowry went from a

three-shot lead to ninth
place. Thriston Lawrence
and Sam Burns started the
day 10 shots behind. Now
they are among those one
back.

PGA champion Xander
Schauffele did his scoring in
the rain and battled in the
wind and shot 69 to be
among those one back.
Justin Rose made 11 straight
pars and finished with one
that prompted a big fist
pump. He shot 73 and was
one behind.

“I kind of felt like it was
going to be the type of day
where you could go out and
post a score, and it turned
into an absolute survival
test out there,” Rose said.

Masters champion Scot-
tie Scheffler was two behind,
one of only two players yet to
post a round over par this
weekend.

“That’s the hardest nine
holes I think you could ever
play in golf right now,” said
Dustin Johnson, a former
world No. 1 with two majors.
He shot 72 and was five be-

hind.
There was rain at the

start for the leading players
and then a tough wind into
their faces on the brute of a
back nine at Royal Troon.

Players couldn’t reach
par fours in two shots with a
fairway metal. Some of them
hit driver into the par-three
17th. Everyone was holding
on by the seat of their pants.
Scheffler, who missed his
share of short putts, drilled a
3-wood into the 238-yard
17th to 2 feet for birdie,
among the purest shots of
the day.

Horschel was up to the
task, saving par on five
straight holes on the back
nine when he couldn’t reach
the green, two of them from
deep bunkers. He missed a
chance at a sixth straight
par save on the 18th and was
at four-under 209.

Lowry couldn’t say the
same, and the frustration
was evident.

Lowry, who showed his
game is built for links golf
when he won at Royal
Portrush five years ago, had
a three-shot lead early and

then fell apart. He played
the final 11 holes in seven
over, starting with a double
bogey from the Coffin bun-
ker on the 123-yard “Postage
Stamp” eighth hole. One last
bogey gave him a 77 and left
him three behind.

Horschel has a 54-hole
lead for the first time in a
major. Only once before has
he even dealt with the Sun-
day pressure of a major, in
the 2013 U.S. Open at Merion
where he started two shots
behind and tied for fourth.

Now he gets 18 holes
against Royal Troon and a
cast of survivors.

Schauffele’s objective
was to be there at the end.

“If you can get yourself in
a position with a few holes to
play, I think you’ve really
done your job for the week.
But this was a good start to
that,” Schauffele said. “It’s a
packed leaderboard, and it’s
going to be one of those
where you just really have to
keep your head down and try
to worry about yourself.”

Ferguson writes for the
Associated Press.

Horschel weathers storm for one-shot lead
By Doug Ferguson

BILLY HORSCHEL, seeking his first major, has a
54-hole lead for the first time in one after shooting 69.

Jon Super Associated Press

How many more seasons
can this continue? Dodgers
manager Dave Roberts’
inane approach to his pitch-
ing staff continues to cost
the team wins. He repeat-
edly replaces a starter who’s
in a groove with a reliever
who shouldn’t be pitching in
MLB. L.A. lost two games in
Detroit last weekend solely
due to his pitching gaffes.
This same scenario has
repeated itself too many
times to count throughout
his tenure, most often in the
postseason. 

A clear line can be drawn
between the Dodgers’ post-
season disappointments
and Roberts’ mismanage-
ment of his pitching staff in
2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022 and
2023. The team has the best
regular-season record in
baseball during Roberts’
time as manager, but only
one championship to show
for it. Roberts continues to
be the problem and has to
go.

Brian Gura

Redondo Beach

::

The Dodgers entered the
All-Star break having
played one game below .500
for the last two months, yet
had a seven-game lead in
the NL West Division. That
is no cause for celebration,
merely a reflection of how
weak the division rivals are.
And who is most responsi-
ble for this dismal state of
affairs, even after factoring
in the highest number of
players on the injured list?
Andrew Friedman, of
course, for poor roster con-
struction. He is rightly
celebrated for landing
Shohei Ohtani, Mookie
Betts, Freddie Freeman and
Teoscar Hernández. But his
love affair with pitchers who
can’t pitch a full season
without injuries can no
longer be ignored. Most of
the highly regarded pitching

prospects have not panned
out. He let two All-Star
shortstops walk, while
forcing a Gold Glove out-
fielder to move into the
infield after he turned 30.
Even if he makes a block-
buster trade (and I don’t
know why another general
manager would rescue him),
he must be accountable for
his numerous miscalcula-
tions.

William Johnson

Rochester, N.Y.

::

Really excited to watch
all three games against the
Red Sox. TBD is my favorite
pitcher, and he’s starting all
three games.

Elliot Powers

San Diego

::

Anyone else notice the
irony of two of baseball’s
premier shortstops (Corey
Seager and Trea Turner) in
the All-Star Game both
being former Dodgers, while
we continue with the “great
Mookie experiment” and a
cast of nobodies at this vital
position? I would think

some of that Shohei Ohtani
money could have been
placed elsewhere.

Marty Zweben

Palos Verdes Estates

Uniform scorn
Among the four major

sports’ All-Star games,
baseball has the best game
by far. The competitive
game is like a regular-sea-
son game. They want to win.
Then, why is MLB trying to
be like the NBA All-Star
game? The music is loud,
the sideshows are unneces-
sary and the uniforms are
awful.

The best thing about the
game in the past was seeing
all the All-Stars in their own
teams’ uniforms — home or
away. 

Now, since they all wear
the same uniform, you
might not know who some of
these younger All-Stars are.

Marty Amezquita

La Verne

::

After getting a look at
those awful softball beer
league uniforms the All-
Stars wore Tuesday night,
can we all agree to bring
back the days when players

wore their own team uni-
forms? Please?

Steve Briseno

Mission Viejo

Magic moment
In light of her single-

game record of 19 assists on
Wednesday, it took Caitlin
Clark only 26 games to
become the Scott Skiles of
the WNBA. 

Perhaps Magic John-
son’s 42-15-7 game against
the Philadelphia 76ers is
another Caitlin comparison
we will be making in the
not-too-distant future.

Ken Feldman

Tarzana

Tossing it out there
Has anyone bothered to

consider Lancaster Munici-
pal Stadium, formerly Jet-
hawks Stadium, as a venue
for Olympic softball in 2028?
It’s definitely available and
located in Los Angeles
County. Just asking.

Rhys Thomas

Valley Glen

Let it be
With their selection of

Bronny James in the NBA
draft, I think the Lakers are
really on to something.
Maybe in the 2025 draft,
deep in the second round,
the 76ers can draft a player
named John Ringo. Imagine
that; Paul George and John
Ringo playing together.

Joe Kevany

Mount Washington

::

The Los Angeles Times
welcomes expressions of all
views. Letters should be
brief and become the prop-
erty of The Times. They may
be edited and republished in
any format. Each must
include a valid mailing
address and telephone
number. Pseudonyms will
not be used.

Email: sports@latimes.com

DODGERS MANAGER Dave Roberts continues to draw the ire of fans who say his mismanagement of the
starters is costing the team wins. Many say the manager’s pitching strategy also has hurt in the postseason.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

LETTERS

Dodgers still manage to disappoint

CAITLIN CLARK set the WNBA’s single-game
assist record just 26 games into her rookie season.

Tony Gutierrez Associated Press

SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Dodgers, Angels, Lakers and Clippers games and more, see our 
daily digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.” 
View it on your phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.
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When Clippers owner
Steve Ballmer received the
first renderings for the Halo
Board at Intuit Dome, his
first words to Gillian Zucker,
the chief executive of Halo
Sports and Entertainment,
were “make it bigger!”

That they did, creating a
massive video board that
will leave any Intuit Dome
guest wide-eyed and awe-
struck. It did for the media
and guests who witnessed
the unveiling of the Halo
Board in Inglewood on Fri-
day.

The video board, devel-
oped and produced by
Daktronics, features the
largest-ever, double-sided
4K display in an arena set-
ting with approximately
38,375 square feet of digital
space. That’s more than
3,592 60-inch televisions and
233 million LEDs. Rolled
out, it’s three times the
length of the Hollywood
sign.

“When asked what Intuit
Dome’s defining feature will
be, there are just so many
answers,” said Zucker, who
is also the Clippers’ presi-
dent of business operations.
“The Wall, the comfort of the
seats … but when I think
about what fans will be
thinking about when they
drive home very well may be
the size, shape and capa-
bility of this board.”

The Intuit Dome roof
specifically was designed
and engineered for the Halo
Board, optimizing sight

lines from all seats and pri-
oritizing the viewing experi-
ence of upper-bowl seating.
Additional displays will be
located inside and outside
the arena, including a 23-
foot-high by 190-foot-wide
screen that will overlook an
outdoor basketball court.

During the unveiling,
Ballmer walked through the
various features that the vi-
deo board software can dis-
play, including game feed, a
“coaches corner” with in-
depth stats and instant re-
plays, and more. There
might even be a “Steve Cam”
for Ballmer, a well-known
and animated Clippers fan.

Clippers guard Terance
Mann also was on hand for

the unveiling to show off the
player profile feature that
shows stats, photos and any-
thing else they want to pro-
mote such as Mann’s Com-
plete Player Foundation.

“It’s crazy,” Mann said of
the Halo Board. “I didn’t
know it was going to be this
big.”

Ballmer and Zucker also
showed how the Halo Board
might be used for concerts,
with stunning visuals of the
performers made larger
than life for concert-goers.
The nearly $2-billion facility
will host singer Bruno Mars
for its grand opening on Aug.
15 and about 20 concerts be-
fore the Clippers open their
season in October.

Intuit Dome already has
made a name for itself before
being completed and also
will host the 2026 NBA All-
Star game and Olympic
basketball in 2028.

The Halo Board is just
one of Ballmer’s initiatives
to make the arena a “basket-
ball heaven,” as he has called
it. 

Other additions to the
17,500-seat arena include five
full-sized courts and 1,160
toilets and urinals to help
ensure fans spend more time
in their seats than in line for
the bathroom.

Fan experience is a pri-
ority for Ballmer, who also
introduced his reinvented
“T-shirt toss” using the Halo

Board on Friday. To give ev-
ery fan a chance at a T-shirt
regardless of seating, they
will be tossed from the top of
the Halo Board at various lo-
cations.

To push the limits of fan
experience, Ballmer also
had guests on Friday test
new technology that mea-
sures sound levels not just
for the arena, but for each
seat. What’s more, fans will
be rewarded for their cheer-
ing.

“[Ballmer] always says
he wants fans to be more
than just spectators, he
wants them to be participa-
nts in the game,” Zucker
said. “He wants us to reward
those who bring their A-
game. We are going to gamify
fandom.”

Each seat’s cup holder
also has a “gaming console”
with four multicolored but-
tons for fans to use for game-
day entertainment. For ex-
ample, that car race anima-
tion commonly used at
sporting events might be
controlled by the fans them-
selves.

When asked if all the glitz
and glam of the Halo Board
would put more pressure on
the Clippers’ performance,
Ballmer calmly answered
“No.”

“I think our team puts all
the pressure in the world on
itself,” Ballmer said. “Our
guys are always all-in. The
thing I asked myself is can
the fans put in a little extra
to help our team? The con-
cept isn’t to put pressure,
the concept is to provide
support.”

THE INTUIT DOME roof specifically was designed and engineered for the huge Halo Board, which features a double-sided 4K display.
Photographs by Michael Blackshire Los Angeles Times

‘Basketball heaven’ wears Halo well 
Clippers’ massive video board is designed to enhance fans’ game experience in a big way

By Marissa Kraus

THE HALO BOARD, displaying Terance Mann’s information, will show the play-
er’s profile that features stats, photos and anything else they want to promote.

His big dreams have been
realized with the completion
of Intuit Dome in Inglewood,
and even though two South-
ern California stars in Paul
George and Russell West-
brook won’t be around to
make the fan experience in
his palace more enjoyable
after both departed, Clip-
pers owner Steve Ballmer
still is dreaming big about
his team’s prospects.

The loss of George, a
nine-time All-Star, will be
the most difficult to deal
with. He left them as a free
agent to join the Philadel-
phia 76ers on a four-year,
$212-million deal, George’s
five years with the Clippers
coming to an end this
month.

George had been offered
the same extension his All-
Star running mate, Kawhi
Leonard, took — three years
and $152 million. Ballmer,
like his front office execu-
tives, felt the Clippers made
an offer that would have al-
lowed them to field a cham-
pionship-caliber team
around George and Leon-
ard.

The NBA’s collective bar-
gaining agreement has
what’s called the second
apron, a luxury tax thresh-
old for spending on salary,
and the higher teams go past
it and the more frequently
they do so, they pay an in-
creasingly higher penalty

and it makes it harder to
make trades.

So, with that in mind,
Ballmer said the Clippers
had to be prudent with their
spending to field the best
team possible. Still, losing

George was not easy,
Ballmer said Friday after
the unveiling of Intuit
Dome’s Halo Board video
screen. 

“I love Paul. Let’s start
with Paul as a human being,”

Ballmer said. “Paul is a great
human being and I’ve really
enjoyed my opportunity to
get to know Paul [and]
Paul’s family. So, on a per-
sonal level, I hated it. I hated
it [from a] basketball per-
spective. Paul is a fantastic
player, future Hall of Famer,
I would say.

“But we knew we needed
to continue to get better.
And with the new CBA, what
tools, what flexibility, we
made Paul what I consider a
great offer. ... But it was a
great offer in terms of us
thinking about how to win
championships. It wasn’t
what Paul wanted. And so he
wanted to go and I respect
him for that. I mean, basket-
ball players don’t have that
many years in their lives to
really make money, etc. I
wish he was here and I wish
him well and we got a lot of
great players we added that
we wouldn’t have been able
to add otherwise. So, I’m
happy about that too.”

The Clippers signed Der-
rick Jones Jr., Kevin Porter
Jr. and brought back Nicolas
Batum. But they didn’t get
anything in return for
George — no players and no
draft picks — after they gave
up five first-round picks and
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander to
get George from Oklahoma
City to pair him with Leon-
ard.

At least they were able to
do a sign-and-trade with
Utah to get Kris Dunn for
Westbrook, who was waived

by the Jazz on Saturday.
That leaves Leonard and

James Harden as the two lo-
cal products left to lead the
Clippers into their new
building.

“I loved having the four
L.A. guys last year,” Ballmer
said. “I love having the two
L.A. guys for this coming
year. But to have that sense
of connection in a historical,
growing-up way. ... Two
great players, two Hall-of-
Fame players. I think it’s
really special.”

The fact is, the Clippers
didn’t win a championship
with George and Leonard.
The Western Conference im-
proved and will be super
competitive. Still, Ballmer
has faith in his team.

“Look, the West is tough.
It’s going to be competitive,”
Ballmer said. “We still have
two Hall of Famers, MVP
and Finals MVP on our
team. Let’s face it, most peo-
ple would be salivating to
have two guys like that on
their team and we have a lot
of good, great players actu-
ally that fill in, play defense,
play tough. The guys we
picked up, I mean just take
Derrick Jones Jr. And every-
body saw what he was doing
to us in the playoffs [with
Dallas]. He’s our guy now. Or
Terance [Mann], Kris Dunn,
who we picked up. Tough de-
fenders. Having Batum
back, not only a great team-
mate but a heck of a defend-
er. I think we’re going to be a
very good team.”

Clippers boss Ballmer ‘hated’ losing George

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

PAUL GEORGE left the Clippers for a $212-million
deal with Philadelphia, and owner Steve Ballmer was
sorry to see him go but still likes the team he has.

Michael Blackshire Los Angeles Times

By Broderick Turner

PHOENIX — Allisha
Gray turned WNBA All-Star
weekend’s opening night
into her own show.

The Atlanta Dream
guard had a historic evening
Friday, becoming the first
player to win both the three-
point and skills competition
in the same year.

“It’s very cool. Now I’m
glad I accepted the call when
they asked me to play in both
of them,” Gray said. “Now I
get another $55K.”

Gray received $2,575 from
the WNBA for each victory,
per the collective bargaining
agreement. She also got
$110,000 from Aflac as part of
a partnership with the play-
ers association.

She beat hometown fa-
vorite Sophie Cunningham
of the Phoenix Mercury by a
little more than 2 seconds in
the final of the skills compe-
tition. Then she edged Jon-
quel Jones by one point in
the three-point shootout
about 45 minutes later.

“I felt like I was warmed
up after the skills challenge,
running all over the court,”
Gray said. “I was a little fa-
tigued from the skills chal-
lenge, but I was locked in be-
cause I knew another $55K
was on the line.”

Jones was looking to be-
come the first post player to
win the three-point contest.
She also made the finals in
2021 before losing to four-
time champion Allie Quig-
ley. Jones had a chance to
win the contest, but her last
shot — the two-point money
ball — fell short. She held her
head in disappointment.

“She had me nervous, I’m
not going to lie,” Gray said.

Jones scored 25 points in
the opening round — tops
among the five competitors.
Gray had 23 points.

Neither defending cham-
pion Sabrina Ionescu nor
sensational rookie Caitlin
Clark competed in the three-
point contest. Ionescu will
play for the U.S. at the
Olympics and is focused on
getting ready for the Paris
Games. They both were
scheduled to play in the All-
Star game Saturday night,
which ended after this edi-
tion went to press.

After virtually playing
nonstop for nine months,
Clark said, “The biggest
thing was for me, it’s just like
I need a break.”

“I’m going to take some
time for myself to enjoy what
I want to do, and at times
that can be in the tough posi-
tion I’m in,” she added. “But
I think it was the healthiest
for myself.”

Brittney Griner was the
only member of the U.S.
team who participated in ei-
ther competition. She fin-
ished the obstacle course in
46.3 seconds.

There was also a 3x3 ex-
hibition between the U.S.
team headed to the
Olympics and an under-23
team featuring top college
players. The Olympic team
won the tight contest 19-16 as
Atlanta’s Rhyne Howard
scored the final eight points
for the victors, hitting four
two-point shots. She fin-
ished the game scoring 12 of
the team’s 19 points.

Feinberg writes for the
Associated Press.

WNBA

Gray
sweeps
All-Star
events
By Doug Feinberg

ALLISHA GRAY is the
first player to win both
the three-point and skills
events in the same year.

Dylan Goodman NBAE

WNBA All-Stars

For coverage of Team
WNBA taking on the
United States women’s 
national team in the
WNBA All-Star game,
visit latimes.com/sports or
check out the Times’
Sports Extra edition at
latimes.com/enewspaper.
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games of catch to chase after foul balls.
The previous night’s starting

pitcher, in full uniform, roams the
grounds selling 50-50 raffle tickets.
Youngsters are pulled from the crowd
to sing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
during the seventh-inning stretch.

It’s a baseball game with the feel of a
summer cookout, the look of a Norman
Rockwell painting and an allure that
continues to charm the stirrups off a
grizzled veteran of a skipper who ar-
rived on this syrupy scene more than a
quarter of a century ago.

“It’s like heaven,” said Scott Pickler,
74, the longtime Cypress College coach
who is in his 26th season managing the
Yarmouth-Dennis club, one of 10 teams
in the nation’s premier collegiate wood-
bat summer league.

“Retirement is overrated. Maybe it
would be different if I was a great golfer
or had a lot of hobbies, but I’m a bad
golfer, and this is my passion. I get to go
to the yard and make kids better, and
it’s so much fun.”

Pickler was 14 years into a 40-year
community college career in which he’s
won nearly 1,000 games and five state ti-
tles when he got a call — seemingly out
of the blue — in 1998 from Gary Ellis,
who was the Yarmouth-Dennis team
president, and Jack Martin, who was
the general manager. They interviewed
Pickler over the phone and eventually
offered him the job.

“I told them it’s gonna kill my re-
cruiting at Cypress, give me a day to
think about it,” Pickler said. “I called
them the next day and said, ‘I’m gonna
try this … for a year.’ ”

Pickler, who began drawing his full
pension from the California state
teachers’ retirement system eight
years ago, enjoyed it so much he kept
coming back, returning to the Cape ev-
ery summer — with the exception of the
pandemic-canceled 2020 season — like
the swallows returning to San Juan
Capistrano every spring.

Pickler is as much a fixture in the
Cape Cod League as he is in the Orange
Empire Conference. He’s been here
long enough to have become the win-
ningest manager in the league’s 101-year
history when he notched his 540th vic-
tory in 2022. He’s won six league titles,
including three in a row from 2014 to
2016.

Pickler has managed some 125 fu-
ture big leaguers on the Cape, includ-
ing Buster Posey, Shane Bieber, Chris
Sale, Justin Turner, David Robertson
and current Dodgers Walker Buehler,
Chris Taylor and Joe Kelly.

Pickler was inducted into the Cape
Cod League Hall of Fame in 2019, one of
five halls he’s enshrined in, including
the American Baseball Coaches Assn.
and the California Community Col-
leges Baseball Coaches Assn. His
smallish 5-foot-9, 170-pound frame
clearly belies his stature.

“Pick is a giant on the Cape,” said
Peter Gammons, 79, the Hall-of-Fame
baseball writer and ESPN analyst who
lives in Cataumet, on the west side of
the Cape. “He works so hard at it, he’s
so competitive, and he always has a lot
of good players. He’s a great hitting
coach and a really good teacher.

“He’s really good at having his play-
ers interact with fans and be a part of
the town, both in Yarmouth and Den-
nis. There’s just an energy about him.
And guys really like him.”

Along the way, Pickler has become
so ingrained in this beach community
that he was named Yarmouth resident

of the year in 2017, even though he
spends only 2½ months a year here.
Pickler and his wife, Sharon, who have
been married 49 years, probably have
more friends here than they do in Or-
ange County.

And they feel as much at home in
New England as they do in California,
Scott able to shuck oysters as easily as
he flashes a hit-and-run sign, Sharon
needing only two summers to properly
incorporate the word “wicked,” as in
“It’s gonna be wicked hawt today,” into
her vocabulary.

“It’s like having two different lives,”
Pickler said. “Two different but perfect
lives.”

::

It took some serendipity involving
his son, Jeff, a former Cypress College
player and another Hall-of-Fame base-
ball writer for Pickler to land this splen-
did summer gig.

Jeff Pickler, now a Cincinnati Reds
game planning and infield coach, fin-
ished his junior season at Tennessee in
1997 but wasn’t drafted, freeing him to

accept an invitation to play the final
three weeks of the Cape League season
for the Wareham Gatemen.

“My dad was like, ‘I’ve heard about
this Cape thing my whole life, I’ve never
been, it’s the end of the summer, Cy-
press hasn’t started up, I’m going to go
there, hang out and see what it’s all
about,’ ” Jeff recalled. “So he flew him-
self out with no place to stay, no plans,
no nothing.”

It did not take long for the elder
Pickler to feel the tug of the Cape.

“The first night I see a game,” he
said, “it’s Mark Mulder vs. Barry Zito at
Wareham.”

Pickler asked an older man at the
gate — Cape League games are free, but
donations are suggested — for a hotel
recommendation, telling him his son
was the new Wareham second base-
man.

“He found me during the game and
said, ‘I have a place for you — you’re
staying at my house,’ ” Pickler said. “So
I go there, and I’m telling you, it was a
trailer. The bed was a pullout couch.
The foam was like this,” Pickler says,
wrapping his knuckles on an aluminum

bench. “But I was so tired it didn’t mat-
ter.”

Pickler stayed for two more nights,
getting a feel for the league’s talent —
rosters are mostly filled with freshmen
and sophomores from Division I uni-
versities — its venues, which look more
like American Legion parks than
Southeastern and Atlantic Coast con-
ference stadiums, and its fans, who
seemed knowledgeable, passionate
and welcoming to strangers.

He was hooked.
“He was like, ‘This is baseball heav-

en, this is amazing,’ ” said Jeff, who
helped Wareham win a league title that
season. “So we get out of that summer,
and he was like, ‘Man, that would be
really fun to do.’ And I don’t know ... but
the next summer, he was the coach at
Y-D.”

Pickler did not fit the original profile
of what the Red Sox were looking for.

“The whole [search] committee was
like, ‘We don’t want a junior college
coach, and we don’t want anybody from
California,’ ” Ellis, 69, said. “They don’t
like bringing people from California
here when we have guys in the East
Coast who would love the job.”

Pickler was recommended by for-
mer Los Angeles Times national base-
ball writer Ross Newhan, whose son,
David, played for Pickler at Cypress in
1992. David also played for Yarmouth-
Dennis in 1993 and 1994, leaving the im-
pression of a well-coached, well-pre-
pared player before his eight-year ca-
reer as a big league utility man.

“We can’t recall if it was the lady
whose house we stayed in on the Cape
or the GM, but they asked us if we knew
of anyone, and we told them about
Scott,” said Newhan, 86, who was en-
shrined in Cooperstown in 2000. “We
gave them his phone number, and they
took it from there.”

Pickler, one of six candidates who
was interviewed, promised to build a
competitive team and boost the organi-
zation’s youth camps, one of the club’s
primary sources of revenue.

“We weren’t doing well,” Ellis said. “I
remember talking to Jack [Martin] and
saying, ‘We’ve got to run this like a busi-
ness. And if we’re doing this as a busi-
ness, who would you hire?’ And we’re
both going, ‘Pickler.’ ”

::

Pickler felt some trepidation about
the job when he first arrived in South
Yarmouth, a central Cape town of
about 12,000 that is less touristy than so
many of the area’s quaint seaside vil-
lages.

Sure, it came with a furnished house
and car, but the Red Sox’s home field
on the campus of Dennis-Yarmouth
Regional High School had no dugouts,
no press box, no concession stand, no
bleachers, an uneven infield and a
picket fence in the outfield.

Ellis and Martin were dipping into
their own savings to purchase bats and
balls. Attendance at Pickler’s first
youth clinic: six.

“We were like the Montreal Expos,”
Pickler said. “There was a bowl in the
infield, and when it rained, I was out
there with sump pumps and running
extension cords. I wore boots, because I
would get shocked if I didn’t.”

Fast forward two decades: Red Wil-
son Field now has concrete dugouts, a
full-service concession stand, a two-
story building behind home plate that
houses a press box and merchandise
stand and several sets of bleachers. Wa-

Pickler relishes chance to teach,
guide young collegiate players

SCOTT PICK-

LER became
the winningest
manager in the
Cape Cod
League ’s 101-
year history
with his 540th
victory in 2022. 

Photographs by Jacqueline Mia Foster For The Times

TOP LEFT: Pickler works with a young player at a youth clinic. When he was hired as
manager he focused on growing the clinics, and he has become a favorite of the fans, above.

[Pickler, from D1]

‘He’s really good at having his players interact with
fans. ... There’s just an energy about him.’

—PETER GAMMONS, Hall of fame baseball writer on Scott Pickler 
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ter no longer pools heavily on a laser-
leveled infield, and a chain-link fence
rings the outfield.

“He started with very little money,
no fans and a bad field,” Jeff Pickler
said, “and it has since become kind of
the crown jewel of the Cape.”

The Yawkey Foundation, which
honors the legacy of former Boston Red
Sox owners Tom and Jean Yawkey,
helped fund the upgrades, but so did in-
creased revenues from youth clinics,
which average 60 to 70 campers a week,
and attendance, which increased as the
team improved.

“We used to struggle to make $40 a
game, and now, on a good night, we
clear a few thousand, $5,000 to $7,000 for
a playoff game,” said Ellis, a lifelong
Cape resident who was a batboy for the
league’s 1969 All-Star Game. “Pick has
been great for the economy here.”

Pickler used the relationships he
built with college coaches while funnel-
ing players from Cypress to Division I
schools and his contacts in the scout-
ing community to recruit better play-
ers, many of them from California.

Yarmouth-Dennis won its first
league championship under Pickler in
2004. The Red Sox won titles again in
2006, 2007, 2014, 2015 and 2016 and were
in first place in the East Division with a
17-8 record entering this weekend.

“He’s at the very top, he’s what we all
aspire to be,” said Kelly Nicholson, a
Los Angeles Loyola High School math
teacher and former baseball coach who
is in his 20th summer managing the Or-
leans Firebirds.

“Six league titles, he manages a
game as well as anybody on the Cape,
he’s humble, he’s a fantastic teacher …
I’m always trying to look, listen and
learn when we play them, because he’s
such an unbelievable baseball mind.”

Atypical summer day for Pickler: ar-
rive at the field at 9:30 a.m. to greet kids
at the clinics, which run for six weeks.
Early hitting from 9:45 to 11. Go home
for lunch — he lives a mile from the field
— and maybe make the five-minute
drive to the beach for a dip in the ocean.
Return to the field at 1:15 for pregame
work.

There are no lights, so home games
begin at 5. Road games — the longest
trip for the Red Sox, who travel by yel-
low school bus, is to Falmouth, 45 min-
utes to the west — start between 5 and
7. Pickler is usually asleep within min-
utes after returning home from a work
day of 10 to 13 hours.

“What keeps him going is he just
loves doing it, so he doesn’t think about
getting tired or resting,” Sharon Pickler
said. “When he goes down, he’s out. But
the next day, he’s fine. He has the ener-
gy.”

New York Yankees scouting director
Damon Oppenheimer, who has known
Pickler for 30 years, was surprised when
told Pickler is 74.

“Really?” Oppenheimer said. “I just
never think of him as an old guy, be-

cause he always seems like he’s men-
tally so young.”

::

As Pickler racked up wins and titles
at Cypress, his first three state champi-
onships coming in 1991, 1994 and 1997, he
flirted with the idea of jumping to a big-
ger school. He turned down overtures
from Wake Forest in the late ’90s and in-
terviewed for the UC Irvine job that
went to John Savage in 2002.

“Jeff used to tell me all the time,
‘Dad, why aren’t you coaching at a Divi-
sion I school?’ ” said Pickler, who
coached at Anaheim’s Savanna and
Loara high schools from 1979 to 1984 be-
fore moving to Cypress in 1985. “Be-
cause the grass isn’t always greener,
buddy.”

But the grass is a little greener on
the Cape, where Pickler is managing
higher-caliber athletes in a profes-
sional setting, players using wood bats
and playing five or six games a week
during a 44-game season and weeklong
postseason that runs from mid-June to
mid-August.

One in six current major leaguers
played on the Cape, where fans relish
the chance to see players before they

become household names. Six Hall of
Famers — Pie Traynor, Carlton Fisk,
Frank Thomas, Craig Biggio, Jeff Bag-
well and Sunday inductee Todd Helton
— played on the Cape.

“I think there was a bit of an itch to
scratch in terms of coaching really tal-
ented collegiate players,” said Jeff, who
spent the summer of 1999 with his fa-
ther as an assistant coach, “and he
thought maybe this was a way to do it
without leaving Cypress.”

The challenge for Pickler is thread-
ing the needle between developing
players and molding players from all
over the country into a cohesive and
competitive unit.

“A lot of players go to the Cape to ei-
ther showcase their skills or work on a
few things,” Jeff said. “But he knows the
only way they’re going to play their best
and develop is to play competitively.
They’re going to play the game right
and try to win.”

That means bunting when the situ-
ation calls for it. If a player doesn’t
sprint down the first base line, he likely
will be pulled. And if a speedy outfielder
asks for a green light on the bases, like
Vanderbilt star RJ Austin did before a
recent game, the answer is no.

“The biggest thing with Coach Pick

is he teaches the fundamentals, how to
play the game right,” said middle in-
fielder Phoenix Call, a rising sopho-
more at UCLA. “And he doesn’t … how
do I put this? He doesn’t let you get
away with things. He’s on top of you,
but he doesn’t hold grudges, either.”

The Cape league has lost a little bit
of its sheen over the last decade, with
players becoming more transient,
more transactional.

Some college coaches won’t allow
pitchers to participate, preferring they
throw their innings for their school, and
some will send pitchers to the Cape
with strict innings limits. Some
coaches who exert even more control
require players to remain on campus
during the summer.

With the transfer portal and name,
image and likeness money spawning
bidding wars for college athletes, some
coaches are leery of sending players to
the Cape for fear they will be poached
by other schools.

And when Major League Baseball
moved its draft from early June to the
All-Star break in 2021, it created a sub-
set of players who spend two or three
weeks on the Cape in hopes of improv-
ing their draft stock before leaving in
early July.

Arkansas shortstop Wehiwa Aloy
was leading the league with eight home
runs and 24 RBIs in 21 games when he
left Yarmouth-Dennis this month.
Pickler is constantly on the phone with
college coaches and advisors looking to
plug holes on his roster.

“It used to be that you’d have 25 to 30
players for the whole summer,” Gam-
mons said. “Now, most teams have 60
players.”

Players still live with host families,
and many work as camp instructors to
earn extra money, but they aren’t
placed in summer jobs like the days of
yore, when Buck Showalter, who hit
.434 for Hyannis in 1976, worked as a
short-order breakfast cook and
cleaned fences at the Kennedy Com-
pound in Hyannis Port, and Albert
Belle — known as Joey then — worked
as a gas station attendant while playing
for Chatham in 1986.

Two summers before the Angels
made Darin Erstad the first pick in the
1995 draft, the Falmouth outfielder
worked as a cashier at a Bradlee’s de-
partment store and was named em-
ployee of the month for June after set-
ting a record for efficiency. The next
summer he mowed the grass and did
the laundry at Falmouth.

Erstad went on to help the Angels
win their only World Series in 2002, but
around these parts, he’s remembered
as the star player who was so nice “he
probably walked every old lady across
the street in Falmouth at one point or
another,” Gammons said.

“Damn,” Erstad said in a text mes-
sage, “I miss those days.”

But Pickler doesn’t find himself pin-
ing for the past or trying to change his
approach, which has been consistent
since he arrived on the Cape.

“I got out here that first year and my
assistant said, ‘Hey, are we coaching
these guys up or are we just playing the
game? These are somebody else’s
kids,’ ” Pickler said. “I said, ‘No, I
brought you up here to make these
guys better. We’re gonna get after it.’ ”

::

Pickler reduced his workload at Cy-
press in 2017 when he was named Head
Coach Emeritus and Anthony Hutting
took over as coach, but Pickler still ar-
rives on campus in the morning to work
with hitters and attends every after-
noon practice and game.

The days are just as long on the
Cape, but Pickler, who entered the
weekend with a 594-480 career record at
Yarmouth-Dennis, shows no signs of
slowing.

He still loves working with young
players and grooming assistants such
as Matt Blake, the New York Yankees
pitching coach whom Pickler hired out
of Cressey Sports Performance in 2015,
and Roberto Mercado, the Baltimore
Orioles double-A manager whom Pick-
ler hired out of New Britain (Conn.)
High School in 2014.

He still loves interacting with scouts
who value and trust his assessment of
prospects.

“You’re gonna get an honest opin-
ion, not only about the physical tools,
but about what kind of kid you’re deal-
ing with,” said Colorado Rockies GM
Bill Schmidt, who coached with Pickler
at Loara and was a regular on the Cape
during his 20-year run as the Rockies’
scouting director. “It’s important, the
makeup and where they come from.”

Pickler, who also has a daughter,
Kari, and two grandchildren, is in good
health — his father, former Anaheim
councilman Irv Pickler, was 98 when he
died in 2019. Pickler stays up on new
coaching techniques and the use of an-
alytics.

“I told him, ‘If you feel like you’re still
learning, you’re still resonating with
players, then you can still teach it,’ ” Jeff
Pickler said. “We all know at some point
there’s the right exit off the highway to
take, but when I talk baseball with him,
he’s still as sharp as a tack.”

Pickler might be nearing the off
ramp, but his nearly three-decade, two-
coast joyride isn’t over. There is still
some life left in this baseball lifer, who
said he plans to return to the Cape —
land of lobster rolls, ice cream parlors,
miniature golf and some of the coun-
try’s most idyllic baseball settings —
next season.

“Everybody asks me how much
longer I want to keep doing this,” Pick-
ler said. “I hope I know before I go too
long.”

TOP: Scott
Pickler talks
with Phoenix
Call, a sopho-
more at UCLA
who is playing
for the
Yarmouth-
Dennis Red Sox
this summer.
ABOVE: Pick-
ler works with
youngsters
during a recent
clinic.

‘What keeps him going is he just loves doing it, so he
doesn’t think about getting tired or resting.’

—SHARON PICKLER, wife of Scott Pickler

A YOUNG FAN shows off his autographed cap as he takes in a Cape Cod League game.



D6 SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024 S LATIMES.COM/SPORTS

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB L10

DODGERS 57 41 .582 — 4-6

Arizona 50 48 .510 7 7-3

San Diego 50 50 .500 8 3-7

San Francisco 47 51 .480 10 4-6

Colorado 35 63 .357 22 4-6

Central W L Pct. GB L10

Milwaukee 55 42 .567 — 3-7

St. Louis 50 46 .521 41⁄2 5-5

Pittsburgh 49 48 .505 6 7-3

Cincinnati 47 51 .480 81⁄2 5-5

Chicago 47 52 .475 9 6-4

East W L Pct. GB L10

Philadelphia 62 35 .639 — 5-5

Atlanta 53 42 .558 8 6-4

New York 49 47 .510 121⁄2 7-3

Washington 45 53 .459 171⁄2 4-6

Miami 34 63 .351 28 4-6

AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB L10

Houston 51 46 .526 — 6-4

Seattle 52 47 .525 — 4-6

Texas 46 51 .474 5 7-3

ANGELS 41 56 .423 10 5-5

Oakland 38 61 .384 14 5-5

Central W L Pct. GB L10

Cleveland 59 37 .615 — 5-5

Minnesota 54 42 .563 5 6-4

Kansas City 53 45 .541 7 5-5

Detroit 48 50 .490 12 8-2

Chicago 27 72 .273 331⁄2 2-8

East W L Pct. GB L10

Baltimore 59 38 .608 — 4-6

New York 59 40 .596 1 5-5

Boston 53 43 .552 51⁄2 6-4

Tampa Bay 48 49 .495 11 4-6

Toronto 44 53 .454 15 5-5

STANDINGS
Through Friday

Today’s games

Dodgers vs. Boston .............................. 4 p.m.
Angels at Oakland ................................ 1 p.m.
Milwaukee at Minnesota ...................... 10 a.m.
Cincinnati at Washington ................ 10:30 a.m.
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh ............... 10:30 a.m.
St. Louis at Atlanta ........................ 10:30 a.m.
Tampa Bay at New York (AL) ............ 10:30 a.m.
Detroit at Toronto ........................... 10:30 a.m.
San Diego at Cleveland .................. 10:30 a.m.
New York (NL) at Miami .................. 10:30 a.m.
Chicago (AL) at Kansas City ................. 11 a.m.
Arizona at Chicago (NL) ................... 11:15 a.m.
Baltimore at Texas .......................... 11:30 a.m.
San Francisco at Colorado ...................... Noon
Houston at Seattle ............................... 1 p.m.

BASEBALL : FRIDAY FLASHBACK

DODGERS 4, BOSTON 1

Boston AB R H BI Avg.
Duran cf 4 1 2 1 .286
Hamilton 2b 3 0 0 0 .270
b-Gonzlz 2b 1 0 0 0 .254
O’Neill lf 4 0 3 0 .260
Devers 3b 4 0 1 0 .294
Yoshida dh 4 0 1 0 .260
Abreu rf 4 0 0 0 .260
D.Smith 1b 4 0 1 0 .234
Rafaela ss 3 0 1 0 .247
McGuire c 2 0 0 0 .216
a-Wong c 1 0 0 0 .306
Totals 34 1 9 1

Dodgers AB R H BI Avg.
Ohtani dh 4 1 1 0 .316
W.Smith c 3 1 1 0 .273
Freeman 1b 4 1 1 4 .291
T.Herndz rf-lf 4 0 1 0 .261
Pages cf-rf 3 0 0 0 .254
Rojas ss 3 0 0 0 .280
Lux 2b 3 0 0 0 .211
Vargas lf 1 1 0 0 .242
Outman cf 0 0 0 0 .156
Taylor 3b 3 0 0 0 .153
Totals 28 4 4 4

Boston 000 010 000 —1 9 0
Dodgers 000 000 04x —4 4 0

a-struck out for McGuire in the 7th. b-flied out for Hamilton in the 8th.
Walks—Dodgers 4: W.Smith 1, Pages 1, Vargas 2. Strikeouts—Boston 9:

Duran 1, Devers 1, Yoshida 1, Abreu 3, Rafaela 1, McGuire 1, Wong 1. Dodgers
10: Ohtani 3, W.Smith 1, Freeman 1, Pages 2, Lux 2, Taylor 1. LOB—Boston 6,
Dodgers 4. 2B—Duran (28), D.Smith (10), T.Hernández (20), Ohtani (24).
HR—Duran (11), off Stone; Freeman (15), off Bernardino. RBIs—Duran (42),
Freeman 4 (65). SB—Rafaela (12). CS—Rafaela (6). Runners left in
scoring position—Boston 4 (D.Smith, Hamilton, Duran, Devers); Dodgers 2
(W.Smith, Rojas). RISP—Boston 0 for 11; Dodgers 1 for 5. Runners moved
up—Duran, Yoshida. GIDP—D.Smith. DP—Dodgers 2 (Vargas, Freeman,
Vargas; Lux, Rojas, Freeman).
Boston IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Pivetta ........................6 2 0 0 1 8 90 3.87
Z.Kelly, H, 5 ...............11⁄3 0 1 1 2 2 30 1.96
Brnrdno, L, 3-3, BS, 0-2 0 2 3 3 1 0 3 2.53
Weissert......................2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0 7 4.32
Dodgers IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Stone .........................5 6 1 1 0 3 80 3.19
Banda.........................1 0 0 0 0 2 17 2.10
Vesia ..........................1 1 0 0 0 3 30 1.25
Yarbrough, W, 4-2 .........1 1 0 0 0 0 10 3.73
Hudson, S, 5-10...........1 1 0 0 0 1 13 1.59

U—Erich Bacchus, Laz Diaz, Tripp Gibson, Mike Estabrook. T—2:36.
Tickets sold—51,562 (56,000).

OAKLAND 13, ANGELS 3

Angels AB R H BI Avg.
Rendon 3b 4 0 1 0 .245
Schanuel 1b 3 1 2 1 .242
Ward lf 4 0 0 0 .225
Pillar cf 4 0 2 0 .294
Drury 2b 4 0 0 0 .167
Neto ss 4 2 3 1 .257
Adell rf 3 0 1 1 .192
Thaiss c 4 0 0 0 .230
Hiura dh 4 0 0 0 .154
Totals 34 3 9 3

Oakland AB R H BI Avg.
Butler rf 4 1 2 2 .218
Andjar lf 4 1 2 1 .286
Camrn lf 1 0 0 0 .171
Blday cf 5 1 2 2 .232
Rokr dh 4 1 1 0 .291
Nvn dh 1 0 0 0 .206
Lglrs c 4 1 1 2 .213
Gelof 2b 5 1 1 0 .204
Brwn 1b 2 2 0 0 .200
Wilsn ss 1 1 1 0 1.000
Hrris 3b 3 1 1 1 .169
Schn 3b 4 3 3 4 .255
Totals 38 13 14 12

Angels 010 101 000 — 3 9 1
Oakland 002 407 00x —13 14 1

Walks—Angels 2: Schanuel 1, Adell 1. Oakland 4: Butler 1, Langeliers 1,
Brown 2. Strikeouts—Angels 8: Rendon 1, Ward 2, Drury 1, Thaiss 1, Hiura 3.
Oakland 7: Butler 2, Bleday 1, Rooker 1, Gelof 1, Brown 2. E—Rendon (2), Ward
(4), Sears (1). LOB—Angels 6, Oakland 5. 2B—Schuemann (8), Andujar (10),
Bleday (26). 3B—Butler (1). HR—Neto (13), off Sears; Schanuel (9), off Sears;
Schuemann (6), off Canning; Bleday (12), off Moore; Langeliers (18), off Moore.
RBIs—Adell (44), Neto (43), Schanuel (33), Butler 2 (27), B.Harris (12),
Schuemann 4 (24), Andujar (22), Bleday 2 (34), Langeliers 2 (52). SB—Adell
(11). Runners left in scoring position—Angels 3 (Thaiss 2, Hiura);
Oakland 3 (Gelof, Rooker 2). RISP—Angels 1 for 3; Oakland 8 for 15.
Angels IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Canning, L, 3-10 ........31⁄3 6 6 6 2 3 62 5.20
Contreras ....................2 2 2 2 1 1 32 5.18
Moore.........................2⁄3 5 5 5 0 2 28 6.03
Crouse ........................1 0 0 0 0 1 9 0.66
Guillorme ....................1 1 0 0 1 0 17 0.00
Oakland IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Sears, W, 7-7.............52⁄3 9 3 2 0 4 81 4.49
Adams, H, 18 ..............1⁄3 0 0 0 1 0 10 4.64
Ferguson .....................1 0 0 0 1 2 22 4.82
Bido ...........................1 0 0 0 0 1 8 3.44
Otanez ........................1 0 0 0 0 1 9 5.79

U—Ryan Wills, Nate Tomlinson, Carlos Torres, Jacob Metz. T—2:39.
Tickets sold—11,596 (46,847).

ARIZONA 5, CHICAGO CUBS 2

Arizona AB R H BI Avg.
Marte 2b 4 1 2 0 .295
Moreno c 5 2 3 1 .251
Gurriel lf 5 1 2 0 .266
Walker 1b 3 0 1 2 .264
Grichuk dh 5 0 2 1 .283
Suárez 3b 4 0 0 0 .213
Carroll rf 2 0 0 1 .211
Perdomo ss 3 0 1 0 .274
Thomas cf 4 1 1 0 .192
Totals 35 5 12 5

Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
Hoerner 2b 5 1 3 0 .261
Busch 1b 4 1 1 0 .270
Suzuki rf 3 0 0 0 .267
Happ lf 3 0 0 1 .241
Morel dh 3 0 1 1 .203
Swanson ss 4 0 1 0 .213
Mstrboni 3b 4 0 1 0 .200
Nido c 2 0 0 0 .140
a-Tauchman 2 0 0 0 .257
Crow-Arm cf 3 0 0 0 .199
Amaya c 1 0 1 0 .205
Totals 34 2 8 2

Arizona 003 020 000 —5 12 0
Chicago 000 001 010 —2 8 0

a-grounded out for Nido in the 7th.
Walks—Arizona 3: Marte 1, Walker 2. Chicago 4: Busch 1, Suzuki 2, Morel

1. Strikeouts—Arizona 11: Moreno 1, Gurriel 1, Walker 1, Grichuk 2, Suárez 3,
Carroll 2, Thomas 1. Chicago 13: Hoerner 1, Busch 2, Suzuki 1, Happ 2, Morel 2,
Swanson 2, Mastrobuoni 1, Crow-Armstrong 2. LOB—Arizona 9, Chicago 10.
2B—Moreno (15), Thomas (3), Busch (20), Hoerner (18). RBIs—Moreno (32),
Walker 2 (68), Grichuk (22), Carroll (33), Morel (51), Happ (58). SB—Carroll
(19). SF—Carroll, Happ. S—Perdomo. Runners left in scoring
position—Arizona 5 (Marte, Gurriel, Suárez, Perdomo 2); Chicago 4
(Swanson, Suzuki, Mastrobuoni 2). RISP—Arizona 5 for 19; Chicago 2 for 8.
Runners moved up—Marte. GIDP—Moreno, Walker. DP—Chicago 2
(Mastrobuoni, Hoerner, Busch; Hoerner, Swanson, Busch).
Arizona IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Nelson, W, 7-6 ...........52⁄3 3 1 1 2 9 96 4.78
Ginkel.......................11⁄3 1 0 0 0 1 21 2.55
Martinez ......................0 1 1 1 2 0 15 1.54
Thompson, H, 16 ..........1 1 0 0 0 1 22 1.99
Sewald, S, 14-17..........1 2 0 0 0 2 15 3.22
Chicago IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Steele, L, 2-4.............42⁄3 9 5 5 2 6 94 3.07
Wesneski...................11⁄3 1 0 0 0 1 23 3.94
López..........................1 1 0 0 1 2 22 1.04
Tinoco.........................2 1 0 0 0 2 16 0.00

Martinez pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
Inherited runners-scored—Ginkel 2-1, Thompson 3-1, Wesneski 2-0.

HBP—Steele (Carroll). WP—Martinez. 
U— Roberto Ortiz, Alfonso Marquez, Lance Barrett, Mark Ripperger.

T—2:54. Tickets sold—40,691 (41,363).

PITTSBURGH 8, PHILADELPHIA 7

Phila. AB R H BI Avg.
Schwrbr dh 4 0 1 1 .249
Turner ss 4 2 1 2 .347
Harper 1b 5 1 1 0 .300
Bohm 3b 4 1 2 0 .297
Castllnos rf 4 0 2 2 .236
Sosa 2b 4 1 2 0 .279
Wilson lf 5 1 3 2 .308
Rojas cf 0 0 0 0 .231
Stubbs c 3 0 0 0 .180
Pache cf 4 1 1 0 .200
Marsh lf 1 0 0 0 .262
Totals 38 7 13 7

Pittsburgh AB R H BI Avg.
McCthn dh 3 3 2 0 .231
Reynolds lf 5 2 3 0 .288
Cruz ss 5 2 3 3 .252
Gnzals 2b 5 0 1 2 .264
Tellez 1b 1 0 0 3 .242
Hayes 3b 4 0 0 0 .241
Palacios rf 4 0 1 0 .281
Bart c 3 0 1 0 .239
Suwski cf 2 0 1 0 .177
Joe rf 2 0 1 0 .244
Taylor 0 1 0 0 .203
Totals 34 8 13 8

Philadelphia 301 210 000 —7 13 0
Pittsburgh 301 000 202 —8 13 0

Walks—Philadelphia 4: Turner 1, Bohm 1, Sosa 1, Stubbs 1. Pittsburgh 2:
McCutchen 2. Strikeouts—Philadelphia 11: Schwarber 2, Turner 2, Bohm 2,
Castellanos 1, Stubbs 1, Pache 2, Marsh 1. Pittsburgh 9: Reynolds 2, Cruz 1,
N.Gonzales 1, Hayes 1, Palacios 2, Bart 2. LOB—Philadelphia 11, Pittsburgh 7.
2B—Castellanos (16), Cruz 2 (19), Reynolds (20). HR—Wilson (1), off Pérez;
Turner (12), off Pérez. RBIs—Castellanos 2 (49), Wilson 2 (2), Turner 2 (34),
Schwarber (55), Cruz 3 (47), N.Gonzales 2 (37), Tellez 3 (34). SB—Suwinski
(7), Sosa (5), McCutchen (3), Taylor (7). SF—Schwarber, Tellez 3. Runners
left in SP—Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 2. RISP—Philadelphia 3 for 11;
Pittsburgh 3 for 10.
Philadelphia IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Nola ...........................5 6 4 4 1 4 80 3.54
Soto, H, 7 ...................1 2 0 0 0 0 18 3.31
Kerkering, H, 9 .............1 3 2 2 0 1 19 1.72
Hoffman, H, 13 ............1 0 0 0 0 3 15 1.09
Alvarado, L, 1-4, BS,
13-16 ........................1⁄3

2 2 2 1 1 18 4.35

Pittsburgh IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Pérez ........................32⁄3 7 6 6 2 4 82 5.61
Nicolas .....................11⁄3 2 1 1 2 3 40 3.82
Santana ......................1 2 0 0 0 0 17 5.11
Priester .......................1 0 0 0 0 1 14 4.43
Holderman...................1 0 0 0 0 2 13 1.72
Mlodzinski, W, 2-3 ........1 2 0 0 0 1 23 3.26

U—Doug Eddings, Ryan Additon, Emil Jimenez, Jonathan Parra. T—3:03.
Tickets sold—39,530 (38,753).

WASHINGTON 8, CINCINNATI 5

Cincinnati AB R H BI Avg.
India 2b 4 0 1 1 .275
DeLaCruz ss 5 0 1 0 .255
Candelrio dh 3 1 0 0 .239
Steer 1b 4 1 1 0 .242
Stephensn c 4 0 0 0 .241
Slater lf 4 1 1 2 .154
Marte 3b 3 1 0 0 .167
Hinds rf 4 0 1 0 .400
Fairchild cf 3 1 1 0 .225
Fraley 1 0 1 2 .281
Totals 35 5 7 5

Washington AB R H BI Avg.
Abrams ss 4 0 0 0 .265
Thomas rf 3 1 0 0 .249
Winker dh 1 2 1 0 .263
Yepez 1b 4 2 2 3 .390
Wood lf 4 1 1 2 .246
García 2b 4 0 0 0 .277
Ruiz c 4 1 1 2 .220
Lipscomb 3b 3 0 0 0 .230
Young cf 3 1 2 0 .253
Totals 30 8 7 7

Cincinnati 001 000 004 —5 7 1
Washington 000 430 10x —8 7 3

Walks—Cincinnati 3: India 1, Candelario 1, Marte 1. Washington 4:
Thomas 1, Winker 3. Strikeouts—Cincinnati 12: De La Cruz 2, Candelario 2,
Steer 1, Stephenson 2, Slater 2, Marte 1, Hinds 2. Washington 9: Thomas 1,
Wood 3, García 1, Ruiz 2, Lipscomb 2. E—Stephenson (3), Yepez (1), Thomas
(4), García (4). LOB—Cincinnati 6, Washington 2. 2B—Hinds (4), Fraley (9),
Young (14). HR—Ruiz (7), off Montas; Yepez (1), off Montas. RBIs—India
(39), Slater 2 (2), Fraley 2 (14), Wood 2 (9), Ruiz 2 (30), Yepez 3 (6).
SB—Thomas (24), Fairchild (12), India (9), Young 2 (22), Winker (14), De La
Cruz (47). CS—Young (5). Runners left in scoring position—Cincinnati 6
(Steer, De La Cruz 4, Slater); Washington 1 (Yepez). RISP—Cincinnati 4 for 14;
Washington 2 for 8. Runners moved up—India, Abrams. GIDP—Yepez.
DP—Cincinnati 1 (De La Cruz, India, Steer).
Cincinnati IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Montas, L, 4-8 ...........42⁄3 6 7 7 3 3 84 4.85
Suter ..........................2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1 7 3.68
Farmer......................12⁄3 1 1 1 1 3 27 2.80
Santillan .....................1 0 0 0 0 2 11 0.00
Washington IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Corbin, W, 2-9..............6 3 1 1 0 6 104 5.35
Barnes ........................1 0 0 0 0 3 20 3.52
Weems........................1 1 0 0 0 1 20 5.54
Ferrer .........................1⁄3 2 3 3 1 1 20 81.00
Law............................1⁄3 1 1 1 1 1 12 3.32
Finnegan, S, 26-30.......1⁄3 0 0 0 1 0 14 2.43

U—Andy Fletcher, Jansen Visconti, Mike Muchlinski, John Bacon. T—2:55.
Tickets sold—38,402 (41,376).

N.Y. YANKEES 6, TAMPA BAY 1

Tampa Bay AB R H BI Avg.
Palacios 2b 4 0 1 0 .245
Paredes 1b 4 0 0 0 .258
B.Lowe dh 4 1 1 1 .248
Arozarena lf 4 0 1 0 .203
J.Lowe rf 4 0 1 0 .212
Siri cf 4 0 1 0 .204
Rortvedt c 4 0 0 0 .264
Caballero 3b 4 0 2 0 .243
Walls ss 2 0 0 0 .158
Totals 34 1 7 1

New York AB R H BI Avg.
Rice 1b 4 1 0 0 .217
Cabrera 3b 0 0 0 0 .238
Soto rf 4 3 4 0 .303
Judge dh 4 1 2 1 .308
Verdugo lf 4 0 0 1 .233
Torres 2b 4 0 1 0 .231
Wells c 0 1 0 0 .216
Volpe ss 4 0 2 3 .248
Grisham cf 4 0 0 0 .188
LMahu 3/1b 4 0 0 0 .182
Totals 32 6 9 5

Tampa Bay 000 001 000 —1 7 3
New York 004 101 00x —6 9 0

Walks—Tampa Bay 1: Walls 1. New York 6: Rice 1, Soto 1, Judge 1, Wells 3.
Strikeouts—Tampa Bay 12: Palacios 3, B.Lowe 1, Arozarena 3, Siri 2,
Rortvedt 2, Caballero 1. New York 8: Rice 3, Judge 1, Verdugo 1, Volpe 2,
Grisham 1. E—Arozarena (1), Palacios (7), Paredes (5). LOB—Tampa Bay 7,
New York 9. 2B—Arozarena (17), Volpe (18), Soto 2 (17). HR—B.Lowe (10), off
Cole. RBIs—B.Lowe (28), Verdugo (46), Volpe 3 (35), Judge (86).
SB—Palacios (15). S—Wells. Runners left in scoring position—Tampa
Bay 4 (Arozarena, Paredes 2, Rortvedt); New York 3 (Grisham 2, Torres).
RISP—Tampa Bay 0 for 8; New York 2 for 11. Runners moved up—Walls,
J.Lowe, Verdugo. GIDP—LeMahieu. DP—Tampa Bay 1 (Paredes, Walls,
Paredes).
Tampa Bay IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Eflin, L, 5-7..................5 7 5 4 4 5 88 4.14
Armstrong....................1 2 1 1 0 2 21 6.05
Cleavinger....................1 0 0 0 1 1 23 3.43
Rodríguez ....................1 0 0 0 1 0 14 2.25
New York IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Cole, W, 3-1 ................6 6 1 1 1 8 103 4.60
Kahnle ........................1 0 0 0 0 2 13 2.79
Cousins.......................1 0 0 0 0 1 12 1.35
Ferguson .....................1 1 0 0 0 1 17 5.10

U—Quinn Wolcott, Manny Gonzalez, Edwin Jimenez, Junior Valentine.
T—2:39. Tickets sold—47,036 (47,309).

DETROIT 5, TORONTO 4

Detroit AB R H BI Avg.
Pérez rf 4 1 2 2 .264
Keith 2b 4 0 0 0 .250
Vierling 3b 4 1 1 0 .248
Greene cf 4 1 1 1 .271
Canha dh 3 1 1 2 .229
McKinstry ss 4 0 0 0 .189
Kelly c 3 0 0 0 .243
Urshela 1b 4 1 2 0 .256
Vilade lf 3 0 0 0 .304
Totals 33 5 7 5

Toronto AB R H BI Avg.
Springer rf 4 1 1 2 .225
Horwitz 2b 3 1 1 0 .324
Schnder 2b 0 0 0 0 .217
Guerrero 1b 4 1 1 2 .288
Turner dh 4 0 1 0 .231
Bichette ss 3 0 1 0 .223
Jimenez ss 1 0 0 0 .348
Varsho lf 4 0 1 0 .203
Kirk c 4 0 0 0 .228
Clement 3b 4 0 0 0 .263
Kiermaier cf 3 1 1 0 .191
Totals 34 4 7 4

Detroit 000 300 200 —5 7 0
Toronto 000 002 020 —4 7 0

Walks—Detroit 1: Canha 1. Toronto 1: Horwitz 1. Strikeouts—Detroit 9:
Pérez 2, Keith 1, Greene 1, Canha 2, Kelly 1, Urshela 1, Vilade 1. Toronto 9:
Springer 1, Horwitz 1, Guerrero 1, Varsho 2, Kirk 1, Clement 1, Kiermaier 2.
LOB—Detroit 3, Toronto 4. 2B—Vierling (15). HR—Canha (7), off Bassitt;
Pérez (6), off Bassitt; Guerrero (15), off Flaherty; Springer (11), off Brieske.
RBIs—Greene (51), Canha 2 (36), Pérez 2 (24), Guerrero 2 (57), Springer 2
(36). SB—Berroa (1). Runners left in scoring position—Detroit 1 (Kelly);
Toronto 2 (Jimenez, Clement). RISP—Detroit 1 for 2; Toronto 0 for 4.
Runners moved up—McKinstry. LI DP—Vilade. DP—Toronto 1 (Guerrero).
Detroit IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Flaherty, W, 7-5 ..........52⁄3 3 2 2 1 8 98 3.13
Vest, H, 5 ....................1⁄3 1 0 0 0 0 13 3.24
Chafin, H, 7 .................1 0 0 0 0 1 10 3.55
Brieske........................0 3 2 2 0 0 14 4.55
Foley, H, 5 ...................1 0 0 0 0 0 12 3.41
Holton, S, 3-3 ..............1 0 0 0 0 0 10 3.29
Toronto IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Bassitt, L, 8-8 ............62⁄3 7 5 5 1 6 95 3.71
Cabrera.......................1 0 0 0 0 2 13 3.62
Burr ...........................1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1 6 2.35
Green .........................1 0 0 0 0 0 7 2.00

U—Todd Tichenor, Nestor Ceja, Jeremy Riggs, Cory Blaser. T—2:37.
Tickets sold—39,697 (39,150).

CLEVELAND 7, SAN DIEGO 0

San Diego AB R H BI Avg.
Arraez dh 4 0 2 0 .318
Profar lf 4 0 0 0 .301
Cronwrth 1b 3 0 2 0 .260
Machado 3b 4 0 0 0 .264
Bogaerts 2b 4 0 0 0 .226
Merrill cf 4 0 0 0 .275
Peralta rf 3 0 0 0 .242
Kim ss 2 0 0 0 .225
Higashka c 2 0 0 0 .210
Totals 30 0 4 0

Cleveland AB R H BI Avg.
Kwan lf 4 1 2 0 .354
Mrtínz cf-rf 4 1 1 0 .275
Rmírz 3b 4 1 2 2 .273
J.Naylor 1b 3 1 0 0 .243
Fry dh 3 2 3 1 .290
Giménz 2b 3 0 0 0 .250
Schnmn ss 2 0 1 1 .242
a-Noel 1 0 0 0 .250
Rocchio ss 1 0 1 2 .213
Brennan rf 2 0 0 0 .245
b-Frman cf 1 0 0 1 .216
B.Naylor c 4 1 1 0 .206
Totals 32 7 11 7

San Diego 000 000 000 —0 4 0
Cleveland 000 010 06x —7 11 1

a-struck out for Schneemann in the 7th. b-struck out for Brennan in the 7th.
Walks—San Diego 3: Cronenworth 1, Kim 1, Higashioka 1. Cleveland 1: Fry

1. Strikeouts—San Diego 6: Machado 1, Merrill 4, Kim 1. Cleveland 8: Kwan
1, J.Naylor 1, Giménez 1, Schneemann 1, Noel 1, Freeman 1, B.Naylor 2.
E—J.Naylor (6). LOB—San Diego 6, Cleveland 5. 2B—Arraez (10),
Schneemann (6). RBIs—Schneemann (15), Ramírez 2 (79), Fry (34), Rocchio
2 (19), Freeman (32). SB—Kwan (6). CS—Kim (4). SF—Freeman.
S—Giménez. Runners left in scoring position—San Diego 2 (Merrill,
Profar); Cleveland 2 (J.Naylor, B.Naylor). RISP—San Diego 0 for 2; Cleveland 4
for 9. GIDP—Giménez. DP—San Diego 1 (Cronenworth, Kim, Cronenworth).
San Diego IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Waldron, L, 5-9 ............6 6 1 1 0 5 97 3.59
Matsui ........................1 0 0 0 0 3 17 3.70
Kolek ..........................0 4 4 4 0 0 13 5.52
Davis..........................1⁄3 0 2 2 1 0 20 9.95
Reynolds.....................2⁄3 1 0 0 0 0 10 0.00
Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Bibee, W, 8-4 ............52⁄3 2 0 0 3 3 102 3.58
Smith, H, 15..............11⁄3 0 0 0 0 2 13 2.22
Gaddis, H, 20 ..............1 1 0 0 0 0 12 1.17
Sandlin .......................1 1 0 0 0 1 15 3.63

U—Marvin Hudson, James Jean, Tom Hanahan, Nick Mahrley. T—3:01.
Tickets sold—37,242 (34,788).

MIAMI 6, N.Y. METS 4

New York AB R H BI Avg.
Lindor ss 3 1 1 0 .254
Nimmo lf 4 0 1 0 .248
Martinez dh 3 0 0 1 .260
Alonso 1b 3 0 0 0 .238
Alvarez c 4 0 1 0 .295
Vientos 3b 4 0 1 0 .290
Iglesias 2b 3 1 1 0 .378
McNeil rf 4 2 3 3 .223
Bader cf 4 0 0 0 .269
Totals 32 4 8 4

Miami AB R H BI Avg.
Chisholm cf 5 1 2 0 .251
DeLaCruz lf 4 0 0 0 .240
Burger 1b 4 2 2 2 .229
Bell dh 4 0 1 1 .228
Lopez 2b 3 2 1 0 .253
J.Sánchez rf 4 1 1 0 .245
Edwards ss 4 0 1 1 .345
Rivera 3b 1 0 0 1 .211
Fortes c 4 0 2 1 .191
Totals 33 6 10 6

New York 000 022 000 —4 8 1
Miami 022 010 01x —6 10 1

Walks—New York 7: Lindor 2, Nimmo 1, Martinez 1, Alonso 2, Iglesias 1.
Miami 3: Lopez 1, Rivera 2. Strikeouts—New York 4: Nimmo 2, Martinez 1,
Alvarez 1. Miami 6: Chisholm 1, De La Cruz 1, Burger 1, J.Sánchez 1, Edwards 1,
Fortes 1. E—McNeil (6), Cabrera (1). LOB—New York 9, Miami 7. 2B—Iglesias
(8), Lopez (8), Burger (10). HR—McNeil (6), off Cabrera; McNeil (7), off Nardi;
Burger (11), off Manaea. RBIs—McNeil 3 (27), Martinez (39), Edwards (4),
Rivera (12), Burger 2 (37), Bell (40), Fortes (16). SB—Lindor (19), Chisholm
(19), Lopez (7). SF—Martinez, Rivera. Runners left in scoring
position—New York 3 (Alvarez, Lindor, Martinez); Miami 5 (J.Sánchez, Fortes,
Chisholm 2, De La Cruz). RISP—New York 1 for 7; Miami 5 for 13. Runners
moved up—Nimmo, De La Cruz, Lopez.
New York IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Manaea, L, 6-4 ............5 8 5 5 1 1 84 3.73
Ottavino ......................1 0 0 0 0 1 12 4.75
Maton.........................1 1 0 0 0 2 13 3.00
Núñez.........................2⁄3 1 1 1 2 2 22 2.59
Young .........................1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0 6 4.20
Miami IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Cabrera.....................42⁄3 5 2 1 5 1 81 7.36
Bender, W, 4-2.............2⁄3 1 1 1 0 0 10 4.10
Nardi, H, 10 ................2⁄3 1 1 1 0 0 7 5.45
Puk, H, 6.....................1 0 0 0 1 2 19 4.61
Faucher, H, 9 ...............2⁄3 1 0 0 1 0 20 3.38
T.Scott, S, 15-17 ........11⁄3 0 0 0 0 1 18 1.30

U—John Libka, D.J. Reyburn, James Hoye, Rob Drake. T—2:43. Tickets
sold—16,542 (37,446).

BALTIMORE 9, TEXAS 1

Baltimore AB R H BI Avg.
Hendrsn ss 5 3 4 0 .293
Rtschmn c 4 2 1 2 .275
Santandr rf 5 2 3 5 .242
Stowers rf 0 0 0 0 .306
O’Hearn dh 4 1 1 0 .274
Wstburg 3b 4 0 0 0 .268
Cowser lf 4 1 1 2 .219
Mntcstle 1b 4 0 0 0 .267
Mullins cf 4 0 0 0 .211
Mateo 2b 4 0 1 0 .234
Totals 38 9 11 9

Texas AB R H BI Avg.
Semien 2b 3 0 1 0 .242
Ornelas 2b 1 0 0 0 .214
Seager ss 2 0 0 0 .268
J.Smith 3b 3 0 0 0 .290
Langford lf 4 0 0 0 .250
García rf 3 0 0 0 .209
Lowe 1b 4 1 1 1 .262
Heim c 4 0 0 0 .238
Jankwski dh 1 0 0 0 .210
a-Grssmn dh 1 0 0 0 .215
Taveras cf 2 0 0 0 .227
b-Hill cf 1 0 0 0 .256
Totals 29 1 2 1

Baltimore 400 020 300 —9 11 0
Texas 010 000 000 —1 2 0

a-struck out for Jankowski in the 7th. b-struck out for Taveras in the 7th.
Walks—Baltimore 1: Rutschman 1. Texas 4: Seager 2, García 1, Jankowski

1. Strikeouts—Baltimore 5: O’Hearn 1, Westburg 1, Cowser 1, Mountcastle 1,
Mullins 1. Texas 10: Seager 1, J.Smith 2, Langford 2, García 2, Grossman 1,
Taveras 1, Hill 1. LOB—Baltimore 3, Texas 6. 2B—O’Hearn (11), Semien (18).
HR—Rutschman (17), off Eovaldi; Cowser (13), off Eovaldi; Santander (25), off
Eovaldi; Santander (26), off Hernández; Lowe (7), off Burnes.
RBIs—Rutschman 2 (61), Cowser 2 (36), Santander 5 (63), Lowe (38).
Runners left in scoring position—Baltimore 0; Texas 2 (Lowe, J. Smith).
RISP—Baltimore 2 for 3; Texas 0 for 3. Runners moved up—J.Smith,
Langford.
Baltimore IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Burnes, W, 10-4 ...........6 2 1 1 4 6 101 2.38
Akin............................2 0 0 0 0 3 28 3.55
B.Smith.......................1 0 0 0 0 1 11 0.00
Texas IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Eovaldi, L, 6-4..............5 8 6 6 0 2 76 3.36
Hernández ...................2 2 3 3 1 3 36 4.21
Robert ........................1 0 0 0 0 0 6 6.75
Gray ...........................1 1 0 0 0 0 20 3.96

HBP—Akin (J.Smith). WP—Burnes. U—Bill Miller, Scott Barry, Malachi
Moore, Chad Whitson. T—2:29. Tickets sold—36,336 (40,000).

KANSAS CITY 7, CHICAGO WHITE SOX 1

Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
Pham rf 4 0 2 0 .268
Benintndi lf 4 0 1 0 .201
Robert cf 3 0 0 0 .232
Vaughn 1b 4 0 0 0 .235
Jiménez dh 4 0 2 0 .244
Senzel 3b 4 0 0 0 .000
DeJong ss 3 0 0 0 .224
Baldwin 2b 3 0 1 0 .333
Lee c 3 1 1 1 .220
Totals 32 1 7 1

Kansas City AB R H BI Avg.
Frazier lf 4 0 0 0 .206
Blanco lf 0 0 0 0 .225
Witt ss 3 2 3 2 .328
Pasqntno 1b 3 0 0 1 .244
Perez c 3 1 0 0 .280
Renfroe rf 2 1 0 1 .224
Massey 2b 4 0 2 2 .278
Fermin dh 4 0 1 1 .291
Garcia 3b 3 2 1 0 .231
Isbel cf 2 1 0 0 .230
Totals 28 7 7 7

Chicago 000 000 010 —1 7 0
Kansas City 101 050 00x —7 7 0

Walks—Chicago 1: Robert 1. Kansas City 5: Witt 1, Perez 1, Renfroe 1,
Garcia 1, Isbel 1. Strikeouts—Chicago 9: Pham 1, Benintendi 1, Robert 2,
Jiménez 1, Senzel 1, DeJong 1, Baldwin 1, Lee 1. Kansas City 6: Frazier 2,
Pasquantino 1, Fermin 2, Isbel 1. LOB—Chicago 5, Kansas City 6. 2B—Pham
(11). HR—Lee (9), off Stratton; Witt (17), off Flexen. RBIs—Lee (25), Witt 2
(65), Pasquantino (63), Renfroe (31), Massey 2 (28), Fermin (23). SB—Pham
(6), Garcia (22). SF—Pasquantino. S—Isbel, Frazier. Runners left in
scoring position—Chicago 1 (Senzel); Kansas City 1 (Garcia).
RISP—Chicago 0 for 4; Kansas City 3 for 5. GIDP—Benintendi, Vaughn.
DP—Kansas City 2 (Witt, Massey, Pasquantino; Massey, Witt, Pasquantino).
Chicago IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Flexen, L, 2-9.............42⁄3 4 7 7 5 4 97 5.22
Kuhl .........................31⁄3 3 0 0 0 2 52 4.38
Kansas City IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Wacha, W, 7-6 .............7 4 0 0 1 7 95 3.55
Stratton.......................1 1 1 1 0 1 16 4.85
Marsh .........................1 2 0 0 0 1 24 4.52

Inherited runners-scored—Kuhl 2-1. IBB—off Flexen (Perez).
HBP—Flexen (Renfroe). U—Adam Beck, Dan Iassogna, Paul Clemons, CB
Bucknor. T—2:25. Tickets sold—26,693 (38,427).

COLORADO 7, SAN FRANCISCO 3

San Fran. AB R H BI Avg.
Soler dh 5 1 1 0 .225
Wade 1b 5 0 1 0 .308
Ramos cf 4 0 1 0 .297
Bailey c 3 0 0 1 .279
Conforto lf 4 0 0 0 .233
Chapman 3b 3 1 1 0 .235
Yastrzmski rf 2 1 1 0 .243
Matos rf 1 0 0 0 .226
Estrada 2b 3 0 1 2 .222
Wisely ss 4 0 1 0 .278
Totals 34 3 7 3

Colorado AB R H BI Avg.
Blackmn dh 3 0 0 0 .257
Tovar ss 5 1 2 2 .276
McMahn 3b 3 0 0 0 .270
Díaz c 2 1 0 0 .284
Doyle cf 4 1 2 2 .279
Rodgers 2b 4 1 1 0 .262
Toglia 1b 3 1 1 0 .199
Bouchard lf 2 0 0 0 .187
Cave rf 2 2 2 3 .264
Goodman rf 1 0 0 0 .173
b-Hilliard lf 2 0 0 0 .269
Totals 31 7 8 7

San Francisco 021 000 000 —3 7 1
Colorado 000 002 14x —7 8 0

Walks—San Francisco 3: Bailey 1, Chapman 1, Yastrzemski 1. Colorado 7:
Blackmon 2, McMahon 2, Díaz 2, Toglia 1. Strikeouts—San Francisco 10:
Soler 3, Wade 1, Ramos 2, Conforto 1, Chapman 1, Estrada 1, Wisely 1. Colorado
10: Blackmon 2, Tovar 2, McMahon 1, Díaz 1, Rodgers 2, Toglia 1, Bouchard 1.
E—Chapman (11). LOB—San Francisco 8, Colorado 9. 2B—Chapman (25),
Wade (10), Ramos (12), Cave (7), Toglia (2). 3B—Estrada (2). HR—Doyle (16),
off Rodríguez; Cave (3), off Ty.Rogers; Tovar (15), off Jackson. RBIs—Estrada 2
(43), Bailey (32), Doyle 2 (44), Tovar 2 (44), Cave 3 (21). Runners left in
scoring position—San Francisco 6 (Wisely, Soler 2, Conforto 3); Colorado 4
(Doyle 2, Rodgers, Tovar). RISP—San Francisco 1 for 8; Colorado 2 for 7.
Runners moved up—Bailey, Wisely, Hilliard. GIDP—Tovar. DP—San
Francisco 1 (Estrada, Wisely, Wade).
San Francisco IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Harrison ......................5 1 0 0 4 6 93 3.86
Rodríguez, H, 5.............1 1 2 2 0 1 22 4.10
Walker, BS, 0-3 ............1 2 1 1 2 1 22 2.45
Ty.Rogers, L, 1-3 ...........1⁄3 3 3 3 0 0 24 3.15
Jackson ......................2⁄3 1 1 1 1 2 20 5.79
Colorado IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Quantrill ......................6 5 3 3 2 5 100 4.15
Kinley .........................2⁄3 2 0 0 1 2 20 7.52
Beeks, W, 6-4 ............11⁄3 0 0 0 0 2 16 4.75
Vodnik ........................1 0 0 0 0 1 8 4.03

U—Chris Conroy, Brian O’Nora, Brennan Miller, Alex MacKay. T—2:45.
Tickets sold—40,115 (50,144).

HOUSTON 3, SEATTLE 0

Houston AB R H BI Avg.
Altuve 2b 4 1 1 0 .305
Bregman 3b 3 1 1 0 .257
Alvarez dh 3 0 1 0 .297
Diaz c 3 0 1 2 .284
Singleton 1b 4 0 0 0 .238
Peña ss 4 0 1 0 .274
Meyers cf 4 0 0 0 .239
Loperfido lf 4 0 0 0 .261
Cabbage rf 3 1 1 0 .243
Totals 32 3 6 2

Seattle AB R H BI Avg.
Crawford ss 4 0 0 0 .206
Rojas 3b 4 0 1 0 .244
Rodríguez cf 3 0 0 0 .265
Raleigh c 4 0 0 0 .213
Garver dh 3 0 0 0 .172
Polanco 2b 4 0 1 0 .198
France 1b 3 0 0 0 .226
Raley lf 2 0 0 0 .236
Robles rf 3 0 2 0 .382
Totals 30 0 4 0

Houston 003 000 000 —3 6 0
Seattle 000 000 000 —0 4 2

Walks—Houston 2: Alvarez 1, Diaz 1. Seattle 3: Rodríguez 1, Garver 1, Raley
1. Strikeouts—Houston 8: Altuve 1, Alvarez 1, Singleton 2, Peña 1, Meyers 1,
Loperfido 1, Cabbage 1. Seattle 8: Crawford 1, Rojas 1, Garver 3, Polanco 1,
France 1, Robles 1. E—Crawford (3), Rojas (6). LOB—Houston 5, Seattle 6.
2B—Cabbage (8), Polanco (4). RBIs—Diaz 2 (51). Runners left in
scoring position—Houston 0; Seattle 3 (France, Raleigh 2).
RISP—Houston 2 for 5; Seattle 0 for 4. GIDP—Peña, Diaz, Rojas.
DP—Houston 1 (Altuve, Peña, Singleton); Seattle 2 (Rojas, Polanco, France;
Rojas, Polanco, France).
Houston IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Brown, W, 8-6 ..............6 4 0 0 3 5 102 4.14
Abreu, H, 22 ................1 0 0 0 0 2 11 3.04
Pressly, H, 16...............1 0 0 0 0 0 13 3.58
Hader, S, 19-20 ...........1 0 0 0 0 1 11 3.77
Seattle IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Castillo, L, 8-10............7 6 3 3 1 3 90 3.55
Saucedo .....................1 0 0 0 1 2 14 2.13
Snider.........................1 0 0 0 0 3 14 1.26

HBP—Castillo (Bregman). U—Clint Vondrak, Jeremie Rehak, Brian Walsh,
Mark Wegner. T—2:17. Tickets sold—40,948 (47,929).

STOLEN MOMENTS

Wilfredo Lee Associated Press

Miami’s Jazz Chisholm Jr. steals second base as New York
Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias attempts the tag Friday.

Freddie Freeman provided the

thunder at Dodger Stadium on Fri-

day night, lining a grand slam into

the right-field bullpen in the eighth

inning to turn what looked like a

desultory loss to the Boston Red

Sox into a dramatic 4-1 victory in

front of a crowd of 51,562.

But it was a web gem by a novice

of a left fielder, whose seventh-in-

ning defensive gaffe nearly cost his

team dearly, that lit the spark for a

comeback the Dodgers hope sets a

better tone for the second half.

Chavez Ravine was silent for

most of the first seven innings, as

Red Sox right-hander Nick Pivetta

blanked the Dodgers on two hits

with eight strikeouts and one walk

through six and Boston reliever

Zack Kelly threw a scoreless sev-

enth. Boston held a 1-0 lead on the

strength of Jarren Duran’s home

run in the fifth.

The mood in the stadium

dampened even more in the top of

the seventh when Boston’s Domi-

nic Smith led off with a deep fly ball

to the gap that Dodgers left fielder

Miguel Vargas dropped when he

cut in front of center fielder Andy

Pages, who was calling for the ball,

a play that generously was ruled a

double.

Dodgers left-hander Alex Vesia

stiffened, striking out Ceddanne

Rafaela with an 85-mph changeup,

pinch-hitter Connor Wong with a

93-mph fastball and Duran with a

93-mph fastball to complete a 30-

pitch inning and preserve the 1-0

deficit.

Vargas, an infielder who was

moved to the outfield at triple A

last summer, atoned for his miscue

in the eighth when he raced in to

catch a Rafael Devers fly ball and

fired a throw to Freeman at first

base to double off Tyler O’Neill,

who did not go full speed back into

the bag. The crowd finally began to

stir.

“Yeah, we didn’t do much for the

crowd to get into it tonight up to

that point,” Freeman said. “I think

the crowd was waiting for some-

thing to happen, and Vargy throw-

ing that guy out kind of helped.”

Vargas then opened the bottom

of the eighth with a walk, avoiding a

full-count, 91-mph cut fastball at

his head from Kelly for ball four.

Chris Taylor struck out, but

Shohei Ohtani, who looked over-

matched while striking out in his

first three at-bats against Pivetta,

sliced a one-out, ground-rule dou-

ble to left off left-hander Brennan

Bernardino.

Will Smith was intentionally

walked to load the bases for the

left-handed-hitting Freeman, who

hooked a down-and-in, 0-and-1

curveball over the right-field

bullpen gate for his seventh career

grand slam and a 4-1 lead, as chants

of “Fred-die!” filled Chavez Ravine

and Freeman came out for a cur-

tain call.

Daniel Hudson gave up a single

in a scoreless ninth for his fifth

save, as the Dodgers, who lost six of

seven games heading into the All-

Star break, maintained their sev-

en-game lead over Arizona in the

National League West.

“One moment in time, one at-

bat, I’ll take Freddie against any-

one in any big spot, regardless of

handedness,” manager Dave Rob-

erts said. “They’re setting up a po-

tential double-play ball [with the

walk], they had the right-hander

behind Bernardino, so I get it. It

was good to be on the good side of

that.”

Dodgers right-hander Gavin

Stone rebounded from two rocky

starts in which he gave up eight

runs and 16 hits in 7 2⁄3 innings to

Arizona and Philadelphia to yield

one run and six hits in five innings,

striking out three and walking

none, against the Red Sox.

His only blemish was a change-

up that caught too much of the

plate for Duran, the All-Star Game

most valuable player who crushed

his 11th homer of the season over

the center-field wall in the fifth.

Stone’s start halted a brutal

stretch in which Dodgers starters

gave up 56 earned runs and 84 hits,

including 17 homers, in 61 1⁄3 innings

of 15 games before the All-Star

break for an 8.22 earned-run aver-

age.

Stone pitched around Duran’s

leadoff double in the first. He took a

113.6-mph comebacker by Devers

off his right calf for an infield single

that put two on with no outs in the

fourth.

But Stone got Masataka

Yoshida to fly to center field,

O’Neill advancing to third, struck

out Wilyer Abreu swinging at a 95-

mph fastball and got Smith to

ground out to shortstop, preserv-

ing the scoreless tie.

Boston threatened in the sev-

enth when Vargas gifted Dominic

Smith with a leadoff double, the

second time this season a ball

dropped on a near-collision be-

tween Vargas and Pages.

“I didn’t hear him — it was too

loud,” Vargas said. “I have to re-

spect his priority too, so I take the

whole responsibility for that.”

But Vargas made amends with

his double play to end the eighth,

getting an assist from shortstop

Miguel Rojas, who deked O’Neill

just enough at second base to delay

the Red Sox runner’s retreat back

to first.

“That was a weird play,” Vargas

said. “You don’t see a lot of assists

from the outfield like that. I saw

him jogging back slowly, so I said,

‘Maybe I got him.’ ”

Freeman took it from there, the

15-year veteran’s eyes lighting up

when Red Sox manager Alex Cora

elected to walk Will Smith inten-

tionally to load the bases in the bot-

tom of the eighth.

“It’s an opportunity to drive in

runs — that’s all I care about,”

Freeman said. “You can walk all

the people you want. That’s part of

the game. It’s strategy, a sinker-

baller who can throw the sinker in. I

could roll it over and hit into a dou-

ble play. It’s the right move. But

sometimes it doesn’t work.”

This one worked out well for the

Dodgers, as Freeman delivered his

fifth hit with the bases loaded this

season. He improved to 19 for 47

with the bases loaded in three sea-

sons with the Dodgers.

“From the other dugout, it’s a

no-win situation, pick your poi-

son,” Roberts said. “That’s a tough

one. It started because of Vargy

getting on base and Shohei’s dou-

ble, which kind of put the onus on

the manager, A.C., to make a deci-

sion.”

Freeman’s grand slam brings the noise

FREEDIE FREEMAN’S seventh career grand slam was all the
offense the Dodgers needed to beat the Red Sox on Friday night.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

He wakes up a slumbering
Dodgers offense to deliver
late victory over Red Sox.

By Mike DiGiovanna
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giving up only Jarren Du-
ran’s home run and six hits
in five innings with three
strikeouts and no walks
during a dramatic 4-1 come-
back win. 

But he carries the usual
baggage. He now has
pitched 101 2⁄3 innings this
season, a mere 20 innings
shy of his professional ca-
reer high. And oh yeah, he
never has pitched in the
postseason.

Count on him? Maybe. It
depends. With the Dodgers,
everything in these next two
weeks depends.

Pitching is just one spur
in their saddle. They also
need a hitter to answer the
same type of questions that
plague the pitching.

Mookie Betts will come
back soon, but how much
will his broken hand affect
him? Max Muncy recently
acknowledged on a podcast
that he’s not progressing
from his oblique issue as
well as expected. Will he
come back in time to con-
tribute? Should the Dod-
gers cut their losses and
acquire a third baseman?

Yes, they need so much
help in so many areas and it
all goes back to the glorious

billion-dollar offseason.
Turns out, with the notable
exception of Shohei Ohtani,
the front office might have
done some really silly
things, making mistakes
that have haunted the team
all season.

Just wondering, but who
recommended that the
Dodgers give Yoshinobu
Yamamoto a 12-year con-
tract worth $325 million
when he never had thrown a
major league pitch?

He seems fragile. He
appears uncertain. He has
been increasingly ineffective
and now he’s suffering from
a shoulder injury that might
not heal until after the sea-
son.

Safe to say, with his
physical issues, Yamamoto
has been one of baseball’s
biggest disappointments,
and now the Dodgers might
have to scramble to replace
him.

During the offseason
they also signed James
Paxton, the Canadian “Big
Maple” who too often has
been cut down. The Dodgers
often are lauded for their
ability to hone diamonds
out of coal, but in Paxton’s
case, he is what he always
has been.

Not a playoff savior. 
Then there are the strug-

gling position players, the
Dodgers bringing back
ineffective Kiké Hernández
while sticking with a slump-
ing Chris Taylor and mis-
judging former-prospect-
turned-suspect Gavin Lux.

Questions everywhere,
and when I asked manager
Dave Roberts on Friday if
this team needed help, he
nodded.

“You know, we do,” he
said. “I think the question is
whether it’s internal or by
way of trade.”

So do they wait for the
return of Kershaw and the
healing of Yamamoto and
the durability of Glasnow, or
do they push all their chips
in for a star starting pitcher
such as Detroit’s Tarik
Skubal or the Chicago White
Sox’s Garrett Crochet?

Do they count on the

return of Betts and a mira-
cle from Muncy and a sud-
den change in Hernández
and Lux and Taylor, or do
they run out and grab
Tampa Bay’s Randy
Arozarena?

“You know, where we’re
at, the 26-man roster is
going to be augmented,”
Roberts said. “And the hard
part is trying to figure out
who, when and if guys are
coming back, and then to

appreciate the deadline in
itself. So that’s the hard
part. Whether it’s starters,
it’s position players, it’s
relievers, all that stuff, all
are in play to strengthen the
roster. So the tricky part is
assessing what’s out there
and really trying to make
sure we nail, do the best we
can with the guys that we,
you know, that we see every-
day.”

Please, Dodgers, don’t be
fooled by what you see every
day. Don’t support your own
players for fear of admitting
a mistake. You need a start-
ing pitcher. Go get a start-
ing pitcher. You need a
strong hitter. Go find one.

“You’ve got to make a
calculated bet,” Roberts
said. “So, do we need to
upgrade? Yes. I just don’t
think anyone can answer
how we’re going to go about
doing it. That’s the prob-
lem.”

It’s a problem that re-
quires a solution, one involv-
ing more humility than
hubris.

Only by admitting
they’re not always the
smartest guys in the room
can the Dodgers eventually
decorate that room with a
championship.

Dodgers need to make moves at the trade deadline

GAVIN STONE has been a pleasant surprise for the Dodgers this season, but the
rookie also has never pitched in the playoffs. Can he be counted on in a big spot?

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

[Plaschke, from D1]

Tyler Glasnow threw a
three-inning, 57-pitch simu-
lated game Friday at Dodger
Stadium and is expected to
return for Thursday’s game
against the San Francisco
Giants, giving an injury-rav-
aged rotation that had a ma-
jor league-worst 8.22 ERA in
the 15 games before the All-
Star break a much-needed
boost. 

But once the ace comes
back from a minor back in-
jury, the Dodgers will have to
determine the best way to
keep the 6-foot-8 right-
hander with a lengthy injury
history healthy and sharp
over the final 2 1⁄2 months. 

“Honestly, I’m just going
to manage him,” manager
Dave Roberts said before
Friday night’s game against
the Boston Red Sox. “I don’t
like the predetermined,
‘You’re gonna throw three or
four innings or 75 pitches.’

“When he takes the
mound, we’re expecting to
win. If there’s a conversation
that needs to be had or I hear
something different, I’ll ad-
just. But for me, I’m going to
manage him like any other
pitcher. With Tyler, you just
go out there and play base-
ball.”

Glasnow dealt with a lita-
ny of elbow and forearm
problems after being traded
from Pittsburgh to Tampa
Bay in 2018, all of which cul-
minated with Tommy John
surgery in 2021. Even last
season, as Glasnow set ca-
reer highs in starts (21), in-
nings (120) and strikeouts
(162) with the Rays, he sat
out two months because of
an oblique injury.

Glasnow, who signed a
five-year, $136.5-million ex-
tension with the Dodgers af-
ter he was acquired in De-
cember, went 8-5 with a 3.47
ERA and 143 strikeouts in
his first 14 starts, in which he
threw 109 innings, 11 shy of
his career high. The 18-day
break between starts this
month will ease his work-
load.

“It can’t hurt,” Glasnow
said. “I was feeling good [be-
fore going on the injured
list]. I was confident either
way that I was going to be
able to throw a lot of innings,
but it’s definitely helpful.”

The Dodgers would pre-
fer to keep Glasnow in the ro-
tation for the rest of the sea-
son, with extra rest between
starts, rather than shut him
down again in August.

“People could argue that
an August shutdown might
be beneficial to save bullets,
but I don’t think there’s one
way to go about it with these
limits,” Roberts said. “I
think he’s benefited from ex-
tra days between starts.
More teams are doing that to
shorten your workload over
the course of the season.

“There’s a mental, psy-
chological part of it too. If
you take three weeks off in
August, and then for us to
expect him to [return and]

be dialed in ... I don’t know if
that’s fair. I believe in a play-
er having skin in the game.”

Betts getting a grip
Mookie Betts took an-

other step in his recovery
from a left hand fracture
when he took grounders and
played catch without
squeezing his glove hand
Friday.

Betts, injured when he
was hit by a 98-mph fastball
on June 16, said he has about
50% strength in the hand.
Roberts said once Betts’
grip reaches 85%, he can be-
gin swinging a bat. The
team’s leadoff hitter doesn’t
have a target date to return
from an injury that was ex-
pected to sideline him for six
to eight weeks.

“But everything is on
track,” Betts said. “It all de-
pends on the bone. Just be-
cause the strength is back, it
doesn’t mean the bone is
healed. I just want to make
sure the bone is healed. You
don’t want to rush and start
making bad habits in your
swing … and do more harm
than good.”

Betts, who is batting .304
with an .892 on-base-plus-
slugging percentage, 10 ho-
mers, 40 RBIs and 50 runs in
72 games, moved from sec-
ond base to shortstop in
early March, a switch to a
more demanding position
he hadn’t played regularly
since high school. Betts had
nine errors at his new spot,
eight of them throwing.

Roberts said in late June
that he would consider keep-
ing the superior-fielding
Miguel Rojas at shortstop
and moving Betts to second
when he returns, yet another
switch that Betts would be
OK with.

“I don’t care,” Betts said.
“Whatever it takes to win.”

Short hops
Max Muncy took two

rounds of soft toss Thurs-
day, a small but positive step
in the third baseman’s re-
turn from an oblique strain
that has sidelined him for
more than two months. “In
talking to the doctors, I
think the reason why it’s tak-
ing so long is the size [of the
strain],” Muncy said on the
“Foul Territory” podcast. “It
wasn’t just one spot on the
muscle that I had hurt, it
was the entire thing, from
underneath the ribcage all
the way down to the hip. It
was a large area that I hurt
instead of just a small tiny
spot.” ... Reliever Joe Kelly,
out since May 5 because of a
shoulder strain, was activat-
ed for Friday night’s game. ...
Reliever Brusdar Graterol,
sidelined all season by a
shoulder injury, is scheduled
to begin a rehabilitation as-
signment with triple-A
Oklahoma City on Sunday.
... The Dodgers will honor
Hall of Famer Willie Mays,
who died on June 18 at age 93,
before Monday night’s series
opener against the Giants.
Mays’ son, Michael,will be in
attendance.

DODGERS REPORT

Glasnow’s plan
for second half
to be major key
By Mike DiGiovanna

ROUND ROCK, Texas —
When Clayton Kershaw by-
passed retirement and re-
signed with the Dodgers
over the winter, his return
from an offseason shoulder
surgery initially was ex-
pected to be a midsummer
bonus.

After the Dodgers had re-
stocked their rotation in the
offseason, Kershaw almost
felt like a superfluous piece
to their pitching plans — a
nice addition whenever he
came back, but not one ab-
solutely necessary to the
team’s World Series aspira-
tions.

By Friday night, however,
circumstances had
changed.

The Dodgers’ rotation
began the second half of the
season in a precarious state.
A wave of injuries had evis-
cerated their depth. And
suddenly, Kershaw once
again looked like a big piece
of the puzzle; turning the
pace of his recovery into one
of the season’s more impor-
tant subplots.

That’s why, as the Dod-
gers resumed play in Los An-
geles against the Boston
Red Sox on Friday, Ker-
shaw’s minor league rehabil-
itation start with triple-A
Oklahoma City was of just as
much interest to the first-
place club.

In what could be his final
rehab outing before return-
ing to the majors, Kershaw
threw four innings against
the Round Rock Express at
Dell Diamond outside of
Austin, checking perhaps
the final box of his eight-
month recovery from
surgery.

“It’s a big one,” manager
Dave Roberts said in Los
Angeles before the game. “If
it goes well, there’s a real
conversation that he can
join us for his next turn.”

Kershaw said he accom-

plished what he wanted to in
a three-run, six-hit, two-
strikeout performance.

After a two-run first in-
ning aided by some soft con-
tact and a stolen base, the
left-hander found a groove.
He retired eight batters in a
row at one point. He flashed
swing-and-miss stuff with
his trademark slider. And
his fastball touched nearly
92 mph — well above his de-
clining top-end velocity late
last season, when he was
battling shoulder troubles
that eventually led to
surgery in November.

In the fourth inning, how-
ever, Kershaw’s stuff seemed
to regress. He misfired on an
89-mph four-seamer that
was deposited onto the left-
field berm for a solo home
run. By the end of the inning,
his velocity was down near
87 mph.

Granted, it was the deep-
est Kershaw has pitched in a
live game this season; he
previously made a pair of
three-inning rehab starts.

And, while Kershaw ac-

knowledged there were
“some things I’d like to do
better,” he described the
overall night as “another
good step.”

“I got my pitch count up
there a decent amount
tonight, so that was good,”
Kershaw said after throwing
67 pitches, 49 for strikes.
“And I think health-wise, I
feel good.”

So, does Kershaw feel
ready to return to the ma-
jors?

For the most part, he
said, yes — though that
doesn’t mean he’s outright
pushing for it.

“I mean, ultimately, it’s
just where the team is at,”
Kershaw explained. “Be-
cause, obviously, I’m not
built up to 100 pitches. So
would love to come back
whenever they need me, ob-
viously. 

“But don’t want to put
the team in a bad spot, espe-
cially the way we’ve been
grinding through the last
few weeks.”

Only, it’s that grind that

has highlighted the Dod-
gers’ need for Kershaw even
more.

Though Kershaw has
concerns about his ability to
pitch deep into games, the
Dodgers appear to be lean-
ing toward activating him
this week and starting him
against the San Francisco
Giants on Wednesday night
while Glasnow is expected to
start Thursday.

“I know his words are
that he doesn't want to put
us in harm's way as far as
putting stress on the
bullpen, but for him to take
the baseball, if he feels good
about where he's at phys-
ically, we can deal with the
fallout, we have coverage,”
Roberts said before Sat-
urday’s game against the
Red Sox.

“I just want him and our
training staff to feel the same
way about it. If that's the
case and he feels good about
it, then I think that’s the way
we'll go.”

Yoshinobu Yamamoto
and Walker Buehler remain
sidelined. And Bobby Miller
was en route to Round Rock
on Friday to join Oklahoma
City after his demotion be-
fore the All-Star break.

“Obviously, right now
we’re in a little bit of dire
straits,” Kershaw said of a
rotation currently featuring
four rookies. 

“We need to hold on a lit-
tle bit.”

In the coming days, the
Dodgers will decide if Ker-
shaw is ready to aid in that
effort — if, more than eight
months removed from his
first surgery, the future Hall
of Famer is in a place to con-
tribute again.

“We’ll talk about it and
see what happens,” Kershaw
said. 

“Like I said, if they need
me now, I’ll be ready.”

Staff writer Mike
DiGiovanna contributed to
this report.

CLAYTON KERSHAW warms up before his rehabilitation start Friday night for triple-A Oklahoma City.
Photographs by Angela Wang For The Times

After rehab start, Kershaw
says if needed, ‘I’ll be ready’
Dodgers pitcher takes ‘another good step’ and could start Wednesday

By Jack Harris

KERSHAW threw 67 pitches, 49 for strikes, for Okla-
homa City. “Some things I’d like to do better,” he says.
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OAKLAND — Brent Rooker hit
a three-run homer, Lawrence But-
ler had a bases-clearing double,
and the Oakland Athletics beat the
Angels 8-2 on Saturday afternoon.

The A’s have won five of seven
and are on a franchise-best eight-
game home winning streak against
the Angels, with an announced
crowd of 14,574 in attendance at the
Coliseum.

Athletics starter Mitch Spence
(6-6) pitched into the sixth and
held the Angels to two runs.

Rooker hit his 22nd homer of
the season to give the A’s a 3-0 lead
four batters into the game. Rooker
is batting nearly .480 in July.

Butler cleared the bases with
two outs in the fourth inning with a
line drive to right that made it 7-1.
The rookie has 22 RBIs in his last 14
games, entering the game second
in the league in RBIs in July. Butler
and Miguel Andujar each had
three hits.

Angels starter Jack Kochano-
wicz (0-2), making his second ca-
reer start, pitched an inning longer
than in his debut. He gave up seven
runs in four innings.

Manager Ron Washington said
Kochanowicz settled into after the
first inning, but lost his command
in the fourth. The Angels were one
for nine with runners in scoring po-
sition.

“That’s the story of the past two
days: We couldn’t stop their offense
and their pitching stopped our of-
fense,” Washington said. “Every
opportunity we got, we got the min-
imal damage done. Every opportu-
nity they got, they cashed it in big
time. We’ve got to change our for-
mula for that.”

Friday’s loss
Max Schuemann hit a three-

run homer, JJ Bleday and Shea
Langeliers both added two-run
shots, and the Athletics beat the

Angels 13-3 on Friday night but lost
top prospect Jacob Wilson to a left
hamstring strain in his major
league debut.

Schuemann, who went three for
four with four RBIs and entered
the game batting .351 in July, gave
the A’s a 6-2 lead in the fourth with
his homer. He added an RBI dou-
ble in the sixth. Oakland scored
seven times in the sixth, with Ble-
day and Langeliers hitting homers.

The A’s, who scored 18 runs the
game before the All-Star break,
had the most runs in a two-game

stretch by any team this season.
A’s starter JP Sears (7-7)

pitched into the sixth and gave up
two earned runs on homers by
Zach Neto and Nolan Schanuel.

“You’re starting to see a lot of
guys that are younger getting
really comfortable with who they
are,” Sears said of the team’s recent
offensive success. “You can see
that at the plate, just the types of
at-bats we’ve had.”

Wilson, the A’s first-round pick
last year and top prospect accord-
ing to MLB.com, left the game after
straining his hamstring while scor-
ing on Butler’s two-run triple in the
third. Wilson, who had just singled
in his first at-bat, was visibly frus-
trated in the dugout between in-
nings, stretching out his hamstring
before leaving with a trainer.

Wilson, 22, also sat out more
than a month because of a knee in-
jury at triple-A Las Vegas. He was
hitting better than .400 in the mi-
nors.

“It was pretty horrible,” Wilson
said of leaving the game. “This is a
day that you’ve been working for
your entire life and I’ve been look-
ing forward to it for a long time now.
I had three innings there where I
can say it was the high moment of
my life.”

Wilson added that it was “better
safe than sorry” for him to come
out early. Manager Mark Kotsay
took Wilson out of the game once
he saw him take the field in the
fourth. He hoped that Wilson just
had a minor strain.

“There’s no reason for us to
push that kid ,” Kotsay said. 

Angels starter Griffin Canning
(3-10) gave up six runs in 31⁄3 innings
before leaving because of elbow ir-
ritation.

Notes

Schanuel left Saturday after his
at-bat in the third because of left
calf tightness and is day to day. ...
Outfielder Mike Trout (knee) is ex-
pected to face live pitching at the
team’s spring training facility in
Arizona before a rehab assignment
at triple-A Salt Lake City on Mon-
day. He could rejoin the team
Thursday, Washington said. …
Right-hander Griffin Canning (el-
bow) is day to day after leaving Fri-
day’s start in the fourth as a pre-
caution. … Third baseman Luis
Rengifo (wrist) was expected to do
live hitting off a tee.

Angels can’t find their footing against A’s

OAKLAND second baseman Zack Gelof throws to first to com-
plete a double play as Luis Guillorme slides under him.

Jeff Chiu Associated Press

Oakland cruises to a
second straight win after a
13-3 rout on Friday night.

ATHLETICS 8, ANGELS 2

associated press

OAKLAND 8, ANGELS 2

Angels AB R H BI Avg.
Rendon 3b 4 0 0 1 .236
Schanuel 1b 2 0 0 0 .241
Drury 1b 1 0 0 0 .166
Ward lf 3 1 0 0 .223
Calhoun dh 4 0 1 0 .268
O’Hoppe c 4 0 1 0 .276
Neto ss 3 0 1 1 .258
Moniak cf 2 0 0 0 .207
b-Pillar cf 2 0 0 0 .290
Adell rf 3 1 2 0 .197
Guillorme 2b 4 0 1 0 .244
Totals 32 2 6 2

Oakland AB R H BI Avg.
Butler rf 4 0 3 3 .230
Andujar lf 4 1 3 1 .296
Bleday cf 4 1 1 0 .232
Rooker dh 3 2 2 3 .294
Brown 1b 2 0 0 0 .198
a-Nevin 1b 2 0 0 0 .204
Gelof 2b 4 0 0 0 .201
McCann c 2 1 1 0 .298
c-Langeliers 2 0 0 0 .212
B.Harris 3b 2 1 0 0 .165
Schmann ss 2 2 1 1 .257
Totals 31 8 11 8

Angels 001 001 000 —2 6 0
Oakland 300 400 10x —8 11 1

a-popped out for Brown in the 5th. b-flied out for Moniak in the 6th.
c-struck out for McCann in the 6th.

Walks—Angels 4: Drury 1, Ward 1, Neto 1, Adell 1. Oakland 4: Rooker 1,
B.Harris 2, Schuemann 1. Strikeouts—Angels 6: Rendon 1, Schanuel 1,
O’Hoppe 1, Pillar 1, Guillorme 2. Oakland 7: Bleday 1, Brown 1, Gelof 2, McCann
1, Langeliers 1, Schuemann 1. E—Schuemann (9). LOB—Angels 8, Oakland 3.
2B—Calhoun (14), Neto (23), Bleday (27), Butler (8), Schuemann (9).
HR—Rooker (22), off Kochanowicz. RBIs—Rendon (5), Neto (44), Rooker 3
(65), Schuemann (25), Butler 3 (30), Andujar (23). SB—Neto 2 (16), Adell (12).
CS—B.Harris (2). SF—Rendon. Runners left in scoring position—Angels 6
(Drury, Adell 2, Moniak 3); Oakland 1 (Nevin). RISP—Angels 1 for 9; Oakland 4
for 6. Runners moved up—Rendon. DP—Bleday. GIDP—Rendon, Andujar.
DP—Angels 2 (Neto, Guillorme, Drury; Guillorme, Drury, Guillorme); Oakland 1
(Schuemann, Gelof, Brown).
Angels IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Kochanowicz, L, 0-2 ......4 7 7 7 3 4 74 14.14
Rosenberg ...................4 4 1 1 1 3 69 6.30
Oakland IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Spence, W, 6-6 ..........51⁄3 5 2 2 3 3 85 4.67
Alexander....................2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0 9 2.79
Adams ........................1 0 0 0 1 1 23 4.50
Ferguson .....................2 1 0 0 0 2 25 4.35

Inherited runners-scored—Alexander 2-0. IBB_off Rosenberg (Rooker).
WP—Spence(2). 

U— Nate Tomlinson, Carlos Torres, Jacob Metz, Ryan Wills. T—2:29. Tickets
sold—14,574 (46,847)

Few athletes will be
under as much scrutiny at
the Paris Olympics as the
swimmers from China.

Revelations that nearly
two dozen elite Chinese
swimmers tested positive
for a banned substance
ahead of the Tokyo Games
— and were allowed to com-
pete with no ramifications —
have raised major concerns
from the rest of the world
about the seriousness of
anti-doping efforts in a sport
that has endured its share of
scandals over the decades.

From the East German’s
systematic, state-sponsored
program of the 1970s and ’80s
to a previous Chinese doping
ring in the 1990s to questions
over one-and-done Irish star
Michelle Smith at the At-
lanta Olympics to positive
tests among Russian swim-
mers, this all feels familiar to
those who’ve been paying at-
tention to the pool for a
while.

“There are cheaters all
around the world. There’s no
doubt in my mind,” said 1984
Olympic gold medalist
Rowdy Gaines, now a com-
mentator for NBC Sports.
“When it becomes systemic,
that’s a whole different is-
sue.”

Prominent figures such
as Katie Ledecky, winner of
more individual swimming
medals than any other fe-
male, and Michael Phelps,
the most decorated Olympi-
an ever with a staggering 23
gold medals, have both gone
public with their complaints
about a system that seems
to have dropped the ball on a
clear-cut case.

“I have moved on to the
next chapter in my life,” said
Phelps, who retired after the
2016 Rio de Janeiro
Olympics. “But it is impera-
tive that we keep the book
open for those who wish to
be next.”

The World Anti-Doping
Agency kept the book closed
on 23 Chinese swimmers
who tested positive for a
banned heart medication
before the Tokyo Olympics
in 2021. Five of those swim-
mers went on to win medals,
including three golds.

The positive tests had
been kept under wraps until
they were reported in April
by the New York Times and
German broadcaster ARD. 

WADA accepted the ex-
planation of Chinese anti-

doping officials that its ath-
letes had ingested the
banned substance through
contaminated food at a ho-
tel. World Aquatics, the gov-
erning body of swimming,
went along with that deci-
sion.

“It should have been han-
dled differently — for a mat-
ter of respect. Respect for
the entire swimming and
sports world,” Italian swim-
mer Nicolò Martinenghi
said. “The situation needs to
be fixed.”

With 11 swimmers who
tested positive ahead of
Tokyo set to compete again
in Paris, criticism of the
world’s anti-doping regula-
tor only increased.

“If the international
sports world continues to
have its integrity impacted
by the failures at WADA, the
next generation isn’t going
to be able to have the same
belief that I once had in the
system,” Phelps said during
recent testimony before the
U.S. Congress. “So with this
I urge you, the members of
Congress, to engage in the
fight against doping. We can
uphold the values and fair-
ness and integrity that are
the cornerstone of Olympic
and Paralympic sport.”

To that end, the U.S. has
launched a criminal investi-
gation into how the Chinese
doping cases were handled.
Brent Nowicki, the executive
director of World Aquatics,
has been subpoenaed to tes-
tify before Congress. World
Aquatics said Monday the
Chinese swimmers going to
Paris were undergoing in-
creased drug testing of at
least eight times this year
before the Games.

But all of this comes too
late to make it up to those
who might have been
cheated out of medals.

Take Ledecky, who swam
a stellar anchor leg on the
4x200-meter freestyle relay
to finish off a time that
would’ve broken the previ-
ous world record, only to
have a Chinese squad that
included Zhang Yufei go
even faster by four-tenths of
a second to take both the
gold and the world record.
Zhang was among those
who failed the pre-Olympic
doping test.

“It’s tough to accept as an
athlete, and now also to feel
what it’s like to be an athlete
who won a [silver] medal be-
hind some athletes who
tested positive,” Ledecky
told CBS. “I’ve seen it before
with other athletes and al-
ways felt for those athletes.”

Newberry writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Andrew Dampf in Rome
contributed to this report.

Positive doping
tests in pool hike
the scrutiny level
Chinese swimmers to
draw attention at Paris
Olympics after results
at 2021 Tokyo Games.

By Paul Newberry

PARIS OLYMPICS

LeBron James saved the
U.S., his layup with 8 sec-
onds left providing the go-
ahead basket Saturday in a
101-100 win over South Su-
dan, the Americans rallying
from a 16-point deficit to
avoid perhaps the biggest
upset in team history.

South Sudan, the African
nation that gained its inde-
pendence just 13 years ago
and is about to play in the
Olympics for the first time,
led for more than half the
game and had a chance to
win at the end. But Carlik
Jones’ runner off the glass
missed with about 4 seconds
left, and the U.S. survived.

“I’m going to be honest: I
like those better than the
blowouts,” James said. “At
least we get tested.”

They did, by a team that
came in as 431⁄2-point under-
dogs, according to BetMGM
Sportsbook.

“A good reminder that
when we play against teams,
it’s the biggest game of their
lives,” coach Steve Kerr
said. “We have to expect ev-
eryone to play like that.”

The Americans dug out
of that hole with an 18-0 run
in the second half — and still
needed heroics at the end.
JT Thor’s three-pointer
with 20 seconds left gave
South Sudan a 100-99 lead,
then the Americans called
timeout and put the ball in
James’ hands.

He made it look easy: He
waited, then drove and laid it
in to put the U.S. back on
top, and the U.S. got a stop.

James finished with 25
points, six rebounds and six
assists for the U.S., which
improved to 4-0 with one
game left — Monday vs.
World Cup champion Ger-
many — on its pre-Olympic
exhibition tour. Anthony
Davis added 15 points for the
Americans.

Marial Shayok led all
scorers with 24 points for
South Sudan and Jones had
atriple-double — 15 points, 11
rebounds and 11 assists. The
teams will meet in group
play in the Olympics July 31.

“It’s basketball. It hap-
pens,” Stephen Curry said.
“You want to play perfect ev-
ery game; it doesn’t happen.
But can you dig deep and do
the little things that help you
win? Offense can come and
go, but defense is the thing
that helps you win champi-
onships, medals, all that.”

ETC.

Nadal into first
final since 2022

Rafael Nadal reached his
first final since the 2022
French Open by rallying to
beat Duje Ajdukovic 4-6, 6-3,
6-4 at the clay-court Nordea
Open in Sweden.

Nadal will play Nuno
Borges, who is in his first
tour-level final.

Tampa Bay Rays first
baseman Yandy Díaz was
put on the restricted list be-
cause of a family matter. ...
Minnesota shortstop Carlos
Correa (foot) and starting

pitcher Chris Paddack
(forearm) went on the in-
jured list, along with To-
ronto shortstop Bo Bichette
(calf) and Cincinnati left-
hander Brent Suter (shoul-
der). ... Philadelphia catcher
J.T. Realmuto was reinstat-
ed from the IL and Balti-
more outfielder Heston
Kjerstad was activated from
the concussion list. ... De-
troit’s Reese Olson left his
Saturday start after two in-
nings because of a sore right
shoulder. ... In Friday’s late
games, Baltimore’s Corbin
Burnes, back on the mound
where he started the All-
Star Game three nights ear-
lier, struck out six in six in-
nings of a 9-1 win at Texas,
and fellow All-Stars An-
thony Santander (two) and
Adley Rutschman both
homered for the Orioles. ...
Houston moved into a tie for
first in the AL West with a 3-0
victory over Seattle. The
Astros trailed the Mariners
by 10 games on June 18. ...
Nick Gonzales hit the win-
ning single in the ninth, and
Pittsburgh rallied for an 8-7
win over Philadelphia.

Chanettee Wannasaen
opened a three-stroke lead
in the LPGA’s Dana Open
for Children, shooting a five-
under 66 in Ohio. ... Rianne
Malixi won the U.S. Girls’
Junior at El Caballero Coun-
try Club in Tarzana a year af-
ter falling in the final.

Tyler Reddick took ad-
vantage of the final qualify-
ing run to post the fastest lap
in the final round of qualify-
ing and earn his first pole for

NASCAR’s Brickyard 400. ...
Cole Custer will return to
NASCAR’s Cup Series next
season as the driver for Haas
Factory. ... Riley Herbst
bumped past Aric Almirola
coming through the final
turn, then held off teammate
Custer to win the Xfinity Se-
ries’ Pennzoil 250. ... Colton
Herta took the IndyCar pole
in Toronto, turning a lap at
59.5431 seconds. ... Ty Ma-
jeski overcame a restart vio-
lation on Lap 50 that sent
him to the rear of the field
and rallied to win the Trucks
race Friday. ... A broken
right thumb forced Alexan-
der Rossi out of this week-
end’s IndyCar race and will
give Theo Pourchaire a
chance to start his sixth race
of the season. ... McLaren
pair Lando Norris and Os-
car Piastri locked up the
Hungarian Grand Prix front
row ahead of Formula One
leader Max Verstappen.

American world champi-
on Noah Lyles set a personal
best in the 100 meters at a Di-
amond League meet in Lon-
don, clocking 9.81 seconds to
beat a strong field in the last
major meet before the
Olympics. In the women’s
200, Gabby Thomas came
from behind to win in 21.82.

Belmont Stakes winner
Dornoch captured the 
$1-million Haskell Stakes at
Monmouth Park.

Tadej Pogacar, the yel-
low jersey-holder, edged de-
fending champion Jonas
Vingegaard to win the 20th
stage of the Tour de France.

LeBRON JAMES scored a game-high 25 points against Khaman Maluach and South Sudan on Saturday in
London, and James’ layup with 8 seconds left provided the go-ahead basket in a 101-100 exhibition win.

Kin Cheung Associated Press

THE DAY IN SPORTS

James saves the Americans from 
a stunning loss to South Sudan
wire reports



Will Smith delivered a bases-
loaded single to left-center field in
the 11th inning Saturday to give the
Dodgers a dramatic 7-6, walk-off
victory over the Boston Red Sox in
front of a rollicking crowd of 48,129
in Chavez Ravine.

Reliever Blake Treinen gave the
Dodgers a chance to win by escap-
ing a two-on, no-out jam in the top
of the 11th by striking out Dominic
Smith and getting Ceddanne
Rafaela to pop out to first base and
pinch-hitter Masataka Yoshida to
pop out to third.

Pinch-hitter Cavan Biggio then
opened the bottom of the 11th with
a sacrifice bunt to advance auto-
matic runner Kiké Hernández to
third. Chris Taylor walked, and
Shohei Ohtani was intentionally
walked to load the bases.

Boston brought an outfielder in
for a five-man infield, but Will

Smith hit a ball where the Red Sox
weren’t to give the Dodgers their
second straight come-from-be-
hind win.

Hernández, who entered as a
pinch-hitter in the seventh, almost
single-handedly kept the Dodgers
in the game, delivering clutch
score-tying hits in the ninth and
10th innings to erase deficits of one
and two runs.

The bottom of the ninth began
with a familiar sight in Chavez Rav-
ine, as former Dodgers closer Ken-
ley Jansen entered to protect a
one-run lead. But the 6-foot-5, 265-
pound right-hander jogged in from
the right-field bullpen and was
pitching for the Red Sox, not the
club with whom he notched the
first 350 saves of his career.

Hernández, who played with
Jansen in L.A. and in Boston, hit a
415-foot home run off a 2-and-2 cut
fastball to tie the score 4-4. Taylor
kept the inning going with a one-
out double to left, and Ohtani was

intentionally walked to put two on,
but Smith and Freddie Freeman
flied to right, sending the game to
extra innings.

Tyler O’Neill gave the Red Sox a
6-4 lead in the top of the 10th with
his second homer of the game, a
two-run shot to left-center off Dod-
gers closer Evan Phillips.

But the Dodgers rallied again in
the bottom of the 10th, Andy Pages
hitting a one-out double to left field
off reliever Greg Weissert to score
automatic runner Freeman and
trim Boston’s lead to 6-5.

Miguel Rojas struck out for the
second out, but Hernández lined a
single to center field to score Pages
for a 6-6 tie before getting thrown
out at second base when he tried to
advance on the throw home.

The Dodgers blew a chance to
tie the score or take a lead in the
bottom of the eighth after they
loaded the bases with one out on
back-to-back singles by Freeman
and Teoscar Hernández and a walk

to Pages.
Rojas couldn’t check his swing

on a 2-and-0 cutter from Red Sox
reliever Josh Winckowski that
would have been ball three, hitting
a tapper back to the mound for an
inning-ending, 1-2-3 double play
that preserved Boston’s 4-3 lead.

The Dodgers had rallied for two
runs in the bottom of the sixth to
take a 3-2 lead, Ohtani leading off
with a 112.7-mph line drive that
Rafaela, the Red Sox shortstop,
nearly caught with a leap before
the ball rolled to the wall in left-
center field for a double.

Will Smith struck out, but Free-
man walked and Teoscar Hernán-
dez lined a single to right field for a
3-3 tie.

The top of the seventh started
with Dodgers center fielder James
Outman making a spectacular,
leaping catch of a Rob Refsnyder
drive, holding on to the ball as he
crashed into the wall for the first
out before crumpling to the ground

on the warning track.
Dodgers reliever Joe Kelly, mak-

ing his first appearance since May
5, gave up a one-out double and a
walk in the top of the sixth but got
Rafaela to ground into a 6-4-3 in-
ning-ending double play.

Short hops
Manager Dave Roberts said

River Ryan, a 25-year-old right-
hander who has a 2.76 earned-run
average in five starts for triple-A
Oklahoma City, will be a “possibil-
ity” to start Monday night’s series
opener against San Francisco.
Landon Knack is scheduled to
pitch Tuesday night, with Tyler
Glasnow penciled in for Wednes-
day night and Clayton Kershaw for
Thursday. … Reliever Ryan
Brasier, out since April 29 because
of a right-calf strain, threw to hit-
ters for one inning Saturday and
will start what Roberts expects to
be a lengthy minor league rehab
stint this week. 

THE DODGERS’ Kiké Hernández scores the winning run after Will Smith lined a single to left-center field to give the team a 7-6, 11-inning triumph over Boston.
Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

Smith, Dodgers get the last word in 11th
By Mike DiGiovanna

Arike Ogunbowale set the
WNBA All-Star scoring record
with 34 points and the star rookies
made the most of their All-Star de-
buts as the WNBA team beat the
U.S. Olympic team 117-109 on Sat-
urday night in Phoenix.

It was the second consecutive
win for the WNBA All-Stars over
the Olympians. They also won in
2021 led by Ogunbowale, who was
most valuable player of both that
game and this one.

That loss was the only one the
Americans had in 2021 en route to
winning their seventh consecutive
Olympic gold medal. The U.S.
hopes for the same results in Paris
later this summer. No team in the
world could match the depth or tal-
ent the WNBA All-Stars had.

Ogunbowale once again was a
thorn in the side of the U.S. team,
scoring all of her points in the sec-
ond half. The 2021 All-Star MVP
took over the game in the third
quarter by scoring 21 points, hit-
ting six of 10 shots, including five
three-pointers. 

Ogunbowale was in the na-
tional team pool for the last two
Olympics but didn’t make the ros-
ter either time. She pulled her
name out of the pool of players
early this time, saying the whole
process was political.

By the time Ogunbowale was
done in the third quarter, the
WNBA All-Stars had turned a two-
point halftime deficit into an 88-79
lead. 

She broke Jewell Loyd’s All-
Star scoring record of 31 set last
year with a three-pointer late in the
fourth quarter.

The Olympians, who have prac-
ticed together for only two days,
never really threatened. Breanna
Stewart scored 31 points and A’ja
Wilson added 22.

There was so much hype and
energy around this All-Star Game
with the debuts of phenomenal
rookies Caitlin Clark and Angel
Reese. The pair have helped lift the
WNBA to new heights this season
with record attendance and view-
ership.

It was the first time the young
stars had played together. One of
Clark’s 10 assists came to Reese,
who finished with 12 points and 11
rebounds.

The game was played in
Phoenix to celebrate the 20-year
career of Mercury star Diana Taur-
asi and the return of Brittney
Griner from her wrongful detain-
ment in Russia in 2022.

While Clark and Reese were giv-
en loud ovations from the crowd in
pregame introductions, nothing
matched the applause for Taurasi,
who was playing in her 11th All-Star
Game.

GALAXY

Pec, Puig, Paintsil
keep L.A. atop West

Gabriel Pec scored a first-half
goal, Riqui Puig and Joseph
Paintsil found the net in the second
half, and the Galaxy held off the
Portland Timbers for a 3-2 victory
at Dignity Health Sports Park.

Pec scored the only goal of the
first half in the 38th minute to give
the Galaxy (14-5-7) the lead.
Paintsil and Puig had assists to
keep the Galaxy stop the Western
Conference standings.

LAFC

Bouanga scores two,
Lloris gets shutout

Denis Bouanga scored on a
first-half penalty kick before add-
ing a second-half goal, and LAFC
ended the Sounders’ five-match
win streak with a 3-0 win at Seattle.

Mateusz Bogusz gave LAFC
(14-5-5) a two-goal lead when he
scored unassisted in the 26th min-
ute off a set piece. It was his 13th
goal of the season. Hugo Lloris
saved four shots for his ninth clean
sheet of the season.

ANGEL CITY

Fuller, Leroux lead
win over América

Kennedy Fuller and Sydney
Leroux scored goals and Angel City
FC withstood a late push in a 2-1
victory over Club América of Mexi-
co in a group-stage game of the
NWSL x Liga MX Femenil Summer
Cup at Titan Stadium in Fullerton.

Fuller scored in the 29th minute
and Leroux in the 89th before
Kiana Palacios pulled one back for
América in the third minute of sec-
ond-half stoppage time.

Ogunbowale powers
WNBA All-Stars to
win over Team USA
wire reports

ARIKE OGUNBOWALE scored a WNBA All-Star-record 34 points and was selected MVP in a
117-109 win over Team USA. Ogunbowale also was game MVP in 2021 before the Tokyo Olympics.

Barry Gossage NBAE 
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From left, Daisy Edgar-Jones, Anthony Ramos and Glen Powell in the movie “Twisters.”

“Twister” movie stills by Melinda Sue Gordon Universal Pictures / Warner Bros. Pictures / Amblin Entertainment

HOW 
‘TWISTERS’

MADE THE 
ACTION

SCENE 
OF THE

SUMMER
We go into the eye of the

storm with director Lee

Isaac Chung, star

Glen Powell and 

a tornado expert 

on a film that

will blow you 

away.
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N A STORMY, STEAMY summer day in 2003, as I
approached the Gasometer Oberhausen, which the Third Reich used for fuel
storage, I expected the enormous cylindrical structure would prove the gloomi-
est building in Germany. I entered only because Bill Viola’s epic “Five Angels for
the Millennium” was projected on five astonishing screens installed as high as
200 feet. ¶ Thanks to their size and the sheer beauty of the underwater photog-
raphy and lighting, the “angels,” filmed in a pool in Long Beach, were over-
whelming — but not quite overwhelming enough to make the smelly gasometer
godly. It took Viola’s atmospheric soundscape of indeterminate voices and
noises to make them miraculous. The reverberation gave the giant angels life by
creating a vast, limitless, sense of space. Suddenly, I could breathe again. The
awful gasometer transformed into the most glorious of cathedrals.

Viola, who died July 12 in Long
Beach at age 73, may have been a
video artist, but he was first a sound
artist and remained an incompara-
ble one. His greatness was not nec-
essarily the way he used sound or
even the sound itself, rather why he
used sound, where he used sound
and how he interacted with sound. I
suspect that on some level, perhaps
unconsciously, music also drove his
video creation. And that creation
has had a lasting effect on music.

Viola’s career began in the early
1970s when he assisted Nam June
Paik, who created video art as we
know it. Paik happened to be a Kore-

an music historian focused on
studying Schoenberg until he en-
countered John Cage in Germany in
1957 and joined the Cage-influenced
anarchic Fluxus movement, which
then led to video.

Next, Viola assisted pianist and
electronic music composer David
Tudor, the most accomplished
pianist of the post-World War II
avant-garde and Cage’s closest
collaborator in the 1950s. By the time
Viola worked with Tudor, the pianist
had turned to composition by em-
ploying electronic sounds meant to
mimic the working of our nervous
system. I mentioned to Viola that no

matter how many times Tudor sort
of explained to me what he was up
to, I had no idea what he was talking
about. “Nobody did,” Viola replied.
And that, in part, is what made the
strange sounds so compelling.

In his own work, Viola followed
Cage’s and Tudor’s paths of not
looking for answers, and that al-
lowed him to pursue life’s mysteries.
He studied spiritual practice, par-
ticularly Buddhism but also Chris-
tian and Islamic mysticism. He
found ways of presenting human
bodies in his videos that were utterly
lifelike but in a kind of suspended
state of neither here nor there.

They could be ascending or de-
scending or in barely perceptible
motion. You look and you look and
you look. Looking becomes medita-

tion. Eventually, you realize that 
you are looking for what you can’t
see. It is the spirit that you sense. To
make that happen, Viola needed
faith in indeterminacy, which is at
the heart of what made Tudor so
fascinating. 

But Viola proved a compelling
composer in his own right, as well.
“The Talking Drum” — his piece for
bass drum, temple gong, pre-
recorded sound and electronic and
performed in a dry pool — explores
the sonic implications of a heartbeat
with thrilling result.

Sound, though, is perhaps vide-
o’s greatest obstacle. Exhibitions at
museums and galleries exist for
seeing not listening. For me, Viola’s
most memorable achievement came
the year after Oberhausen at Walt
Disney Concert Hall with “The
Tristan Project” in 2004. It was an
enormous undertaking, a perform-
ance of Wagner’s opera “Tristan und
Isolde” at the then-new Frank
Gehry hall, with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic conducted by Esa-
Pekka Salonen, staging by Peter
Sellars and video by Viola on a mas-
sive, newly developed, high-defini-
tion screen.

Viola’s imagery showed acts of
purification through fire and water
and air that neither followed the
score nor projected the narrative.
Once again, Viola was after the
spirit, the unspoken and unknown.
The human drama occurred on-
stage. Wagner’s score revealed the
sense-filling enormity of emotions.
Operating in a parallel universe,
video here readied the soul for the
transcendence Wagner would offer.
In the 139 years of productions of the
most influential opera in history, no
one had ever done this.

It didn’t happen by Viola alone,
nor in a void. By 2004, Viola had
become a quintessential L.A. artist.
Living in Long Beach, he found
collaborators in Sellars, who cu-
rated Viola exhibitions and who
brought the artist to Salonen’s
attention. 

In 1999, Sellars curated an L.A.
Phil concert at the Hollywood Bowl
that included Salonen conducting
Edgard Varèse’s “Déserts,” with
video by Viola. Scenes of shimmer-
ing desert and fire might not go over
so well in our changing climate, but
Viola’s space-transforming power
and a live “Deserts” soundtrack put
us there. 

Although “The Tristan Project”
went on to be a gripping, fully staged
production at Paris Opera and
elsewhere, and the semi-staged
concert version at Disney has been
performed in other halls, the effect
in Gehry’s space, where it has twice
returned, cannot be copied. This
became the “Tristan,” time-stop-
ping for our time and place. No
opera production compares.

The monumental video was
filmed on a sound stage and re-
quired a 30-member crew for the
special effects of water and fire. I
attended one afternoon of filming.
There was a lot of activity and confu-
sion. Viola was vague, giving few
instructions. That was left to his
wife and crucial collaborator, Kira
Perov, who made pretty much every-
thing Viola did possible.

Watching Viola, I got the distinct
impression that he was not so much
looking as listening, lost in his own
imagination, seeking the unseen by
taking in the environment. I asked
him if that were true. “Yes,” he
replied, distractedly, looking at
neither me nor the stage but toward
Perov. 

Suddenly, there was a big splash-
ing sound on the stage. Someone
shouted, “Did you see that?”

Viola turned to me and excitedly
asked, “Did you hear that?” and
went to look for his wife.

Bill Viola

BILL

VIOLA,

above, cre-
ated the
stunning
video for
“The Tristan
Project” in
2004, includ-
ing “Fire
Woman,”
top, in a still.

Kira Perov

IN PURSUIT OF THE
UNSPOKEN, UNKNOWN
VIDEO ARTIST BILL VIOLA WAS INFLUENCED BY, AND MADE A SIGNIFICANT

CONTRIBUTION TO, MUSIC — ALL WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM L.A.

MARK SWED

MUSIC CRITIC
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EDDIE MURPHY INBEVERLY HILLS COP: AXEL F*

SKYWALKERS: A LOVE STORY
A NEW DOCUMENTARYDIRECTED BY JEFF ZIMBALIST AND MARIA BUKHONINA

HIT MAN* STARRING GLEN POWELL, ADRIA ARJONA
STUDIO PONOC’S THE IMAGINARY*

*SHOWS AVAILABLE WITH CLOSED CAPTIONING AND AUDIO DESCRIPTION.

THE SEA BEAST*
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WITH THE LION KING
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NETFLIX SUMMER FAMILY FAVORITES

NEW SERIES STARTS THIS WEEKMILESTONE MOVIES: 1994
A 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

6712HOLLYWOODBLVD • (323) 306-4302
EGYPTIANTHEATRE.COM

EDWOOD MON1:00, 7:30 PM
BARCELONA MON4:30, 10:15 PM

THE SHAWSHANKREDEMPTION
TUE 1:00, 8:30 PM

LITTLEWOMEN WED1:30, 7:30 PM
CLERKS WED4:30, 10:15 PM

REALITY BITES THU1:30, 7:30 PM
REDROCKWEST THU4:30, 9:45 PM

PLUS MORE IN THE COMING WEEKS

NOWPLAYINGMILESTONE MOVIES: 1994
A30THANNIVERSARYCELEBRATION

CROSSING

1:10 4:10 7:10

WIDOW CLICQUOTE

1:00 3:10 5:15 7:30

GOLDILOCKS ANDTHE TWO

BEARS

1:00 4:00 7:00

LONGLEGSE

1:30 4:20 7:20

NATIONAL ANTHEME

1:10 4:30 7:30

SISI & I

1:00 7:00

TOUCHE

1:10 4:00 7:10

THELMAC

1:20 4:00 7:10

THE SEVEN SAMURAI

1:00 7:00

HOWTO COME ALIVEWITH

NORMANMAILER

4:10 PM
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11523 Santa Monica Blvd. West L.A.
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1332 Second Street Santa Monica

www.LAEMMLE.com
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310.478.3836Info Line
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WIDOW CLICQUOTE

12:50 3:00 5:10 7:30

FLY METOTHEMOONC
12:55 4:00 7:00

SISI & I
4:00 PM

TOUCHE
4:10 7:10

THELMAC
1:30 4:20

GOLDILOCKS ANDTHE TWO
BEARS
1:00 7:00

SILENT THUNDERI
1:10 7:20

TWISTERSC
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SOUND OF HOPE: THE STORY
OF POSSUMTROTC
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DESPICABLE ME 4B
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A QUIET PLACE: DAY ONEC
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THE BIKERIDERSE
10:10 AM

THELMAC
10:10 AM

INSIDE OUT 2B
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THE SEVEN SAMURAI
12:40 3:20 7:15
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17200 Ventura Blvd. Encino

NEWHALL
22500 Lyons Ave. Santa Clarita

BEFORE DAWNE

7:30 PM

CRUMB CATCHER

4:30 PM
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MOTHER, COUCH
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JANET PLANETC
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THEVOURDALAK
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MAXXXINEE
4:20 PM

DESPICABLE ME 4B
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THELMAC
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THE SEVEN SAMURAI
1:00 7:00
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10:00 AM

NoHo 7
5240 Lankershim Blvd. No. Hollywood

CLAREMONT
450 W. 2nd Street Claremont

CLOSED CAPTION NON-STANDARD PRICING

Sign up now.

latimes.com/the-wild

An outdoors newsletter.



ILMMAKER Michael
Mann is known for his exacting
research and exhaustive prepara-
tion, work that goes into such
moody, existential portraits
as “Heat,” “The Insider,” “Ali,”
“Miami Vice,” “Blackhat” and 
the recent “Ferrari.”

Mann is now giving audiences an
unprecedented glimpse into his
artistic process via the website
michaelmannarchives.com.
Launched last week, the website
kicked off with a deep dive into the
making of “Ferrari,” including 20
video pieces specifically created for
the site, previously unseen photo-
graphs, annotated script pages and
production paperwork including
Mann’s working notes, many in his
own handwriting.

Access to the “Ferrari” site will
cost $65. Following the initial
launch, there are plans to eventually
continue working through Mann’s
filmography, with future pages
focused on other films. (Users will
need to purchase access to each
film’s archive individually.) 

Fervent online fandom for Mann
titles such as “Heat” or “Miami Vice”
presumably would generate great
interest for this kind of behind-the-
scenes exploration.

On a recent afternoon at his
longtime offices in West Los Ange-
les, Mann met with The Times,
sitting with the youngest of his four
daughters, Becca Mann, who
worked closely with her father in
organizing the archives.

Mann’s notoriously hard-charg-
ing demeanor seems softened by the
presence of his daughter; he appears
energized by their work together. 

In conversation, Mann recalls —
with startling detail — decades-old
pieces of research or specific mo-
ments from the production of his
older films.

The existence of Mann’s exten-
sive personal archive was the initial
impulse behind the online project,
the simple fact that all this material
was there for the posting. From
there, though, it began to take on a
larger purpose.

“It is a spectacular, rewarding,
creative act to direct a motion pic-
ture,” says Mann, 81. “It’s a very large
endeavor. The movie is two hours —
making it is a year and a half. So
much goes into deciding, thinking
through what you are going to do.”

Continuing, Mann speaks to
something deeper. “Directors have
no idea how any other director
makes a movie,” he says. “And so 
we each evolve our own particular
process. This is an opportunity to
pass that on, convey something 
I’m just very enthusiastic about. I
think it is the best work that any
man or woman can do, period. 
And I’ve thought that since I was 
20 years old. And my enthusiasm
for it is absolutely unwavering 
and unremitting.”

“Ferrari,” set in Italy in 1957, 
tells the story of a turbulent period
in the life of Enzo Ferrari, the Italian
auto maker who created the famed
brand. Played by Adam Driver,
Ferrari is seen scrambling to keep
his business afloat and put together
a winning auto racing team all 
while juggling a personal life that
finds him caught between his es-
tranged wife, Laura (Penélope
Cruz), still grieving the untimely
death of their son Dino, and another
woman, Lina Lardi (Shailene Wood-
ley), with whom he secretly has a
young son, Piero.

The new website is structured
around six scenes in “Ferrari,” in-
cluding two that Mann describes as
the “most pivotal” in the movie, a
sequence in which the characters
attend an opera performance and a
volcanic argument between Enzo
and Laura Ferrari at home.

Other sections of the site deal
with the re-creation of the Mille
Miglia auto race and the horrific,
fatal 1957 crash at Guidizzolo, ex-
ploring everything from the re-
creation of vintage racing cars to
the special camera rigs used to
capture the stunts.

Some of the most remarkable
documents on the site are Mann’s
personal handwritten notes, in
which he can be seen working
through layer upon layer of meaning
and intention. “The most critical
person for me to direct is myself,”
he says.

Those free-flowing comments
are then filtered into more formal
documents for distribution to other

people in the production, as ideas
are refined and honed. The continui-
ty of the process is all the more note-
worthy in that the date from one
page to the next can sometimes
jump a number of years. (Mann’s
interest in “Ferrari” dates back to
the 1990s.)

The site’s video pieces are more
extensive and in-depth than those
that typically accompany a movie’s
promotion. They may toggle be-
tween rehearsal footage of Driver
and Woodley and the final filmed
version of the same scene. 

Audio sources come from Mann’s
rough preproduction recordings,
such as when he and Cruz discuss
Laura and Enzo’s relationship long
before the film’s shoot. (Mann’s
preproduction photographs of Cruz
in the Ferrari family’s actual apart-

ment may be among the most strik-
ing imagery on the entire site.)

Mann’s archival material has, up
to now, been stored in multiple
locations, divided among paper-
work, film elements and physical
objects. Becca Mann began working
as an archivist for her father around
10 years ago, at first just to check
that the materials were being stored
properly, and then saw her involve-
ment grow over time.

“This is what happens if you hang
around with him,” Becca Mann, 43,
says with an affectionate smile. “I
go visit storage to see if it’s dusty 
and then —”

“In 25 words or less, it turned into
this,” adds her father with a laugh.

Becca Mann recalls making
discoveries of items that she was
personally fascinated by, and 

knew that other people would 
appreciate the opportunity to see
them too.

“We’d run across some kind of
crazy, beautiful document that’s
covered in coffee stains and it’s got
the whole crux of ‘Heat’ on one
page,” she says. “That’s where
wheels started turning about how to
share it — what’s the best and most
appropriate and also most direct
thing to do with the stuff.”

Becca Mann notes that, as one
goes further back in time, there
tends to be less material on each
film, which may be challenging for
future iterations of the archive web-
site. Mann himself frequently uses
his archive for research on projects. 

For “Ferrari,” Mann’s working
process was the same as it has been
on previous movies, with the excep-
tion that there was even more atten-
tion paid to documenting the work
along the way.

In explaining his interest in the
archives project, he reflected on how
other filmmakers have inspired his
evolving practice over the years. He
cites the deep and ongoing influence
of Russian director Sergei Eisen-
stein, as well as what he learned
about storytelling from his friend
Sydney Pollack, the filmmaker who
collaborated on early versions of the
“Ferrari” project. 

While working as an assistant to
George Cukor in London in the late
1960s on a film that was never made,
Mann saw the director of “The Phila-
delphia Story,” “A Star Is Born” and
“My Fair Lady” give an adjustment
to an actor during a rehearsal.

“I don’t know what he said, but it
lasted about 10 or 15 seconds and he
walked away and the performance
went from A to Z,” Mann said. “And
that instilled in me that if you want
to direct, you have to be able to do
that. You have to know what to say
to get inside a very determined,
hardworking actor.”

“Ferrari” was seen as a box office
failure, making just over $42 million
worldwide on a reported budget of
$95 million and earning no major
awards recognition. Yet that hasn’t
diminished Mann’s feelings toward
the decades of work that went into
creating it.

“I’m confident in the film’s long-
term relevance,” Mann says. “I be-
lieve it’s a good film. I think Adam’s
work is great. Penélope’s work is
great. Shailene. The writing by Troy
[Kennedy Martin] is quite terrific.
No doubt about that.”

Many of Mann’s films have had a
long tail, finding passionate and
supportive audiences over time.
Just look at recent screenings of
“Miami Vice” in New York and Los
Angeles or the enthusiasm around a
recent 4K disc release of “Blackhat.”

“That’s not a mystery to me,”
Mann says of why some of his
films take longer to catch on with
audiences than others, citing 
the complex “contrapuntal” ending
of “Heat.”

“It’s emotionally conclusive, but
it doesn’t leave you with: OK, that’s
over, where are we gonna get a
pizza?’ It’s not fast food. There are a
lot of layers to these things.”

Which Mann classic will the
archive explore next? “We don’t
know what we want to do next,”
Becca Mann says. “We’ll learn a lot
about what people respond to. This
project has an enormous amount of
material in it. The objective is to do
something activating and alive with
the archive.”

Meanwhile, Mann notes he is
deep into writing the screenplay
adaptation of his novel “Heat 2,”
with a desire to begin shooting at
the end of this year or beginning of
2025. On those casting rumors in-
volving the likes of Driver and
Austin Butler to step into roles
originally played by Robert De Niro
and Val Kilmer, Mann says simply, “I
can’t talk about that.”

The Michael Mann Archives
project provides unique insights
into the distinctive working meth-
ods of a director who has been at the
forefront of Hollywood for more
than four decades. Allowing audi-
ences under the hood, as it were,
only deepens one’s appreciation for
the intensity of work that goes into
making one of his films.

“I wouldn’t want to make a movie
any other way,” Mann said. “If some-
body said, ‘Here’s $20 million, show
up three weeks before we start
shooting,’ that would not be for me.
‘Make it up as you go’ is not for me.”

MICHAEL

MANN has
put hand-
written notes
and behind-
the-scenes
videos online,
with the help
of his daugh-
ter Becca.
Above, on set
of “Ferrari,”
a subject that
has inter-
ested him for
decades. 

Jason Armond Los Angeles Times

Lorenzo Sisti Michael Mann Archives

INSIDE THE MIND

OF DIRECTOR

MICHAEL MANN
HIS NEW ONLINE ARCHIVE OFFERS UNPRECEDENTED INSIGHT

INTO HIS PROCESS, STARTING WITH MAKING OF ‘FERRARI’

BY MARK OLSEN
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Chung, 45, who had grown up
with tornadoes as a fact of life in
rural Arkansas, soon realized he
had reaped the whirlwind.
Filming a summer tentpole in
Oklahoma’s Tornado Alley
during the height of tornado
season brought with it a verita-
ble storm — onscreen and off —
of logistical difficulties, with
frequent delays due to unpre-
dictable weather. Compound-
ing the challenges, the strike of
Hollywood writers and actors
loomed over the shoot, halting
production with 17 days to go.

“It was a very high-pressure
shoot,” says Chung. “It ended
up being so tiring and grueling

that now I dismiss the idea that
any particular film is going to be
a fun shoot just because it deals
with a certain topic.”

Arriving nearly 30 years after
the original film, which starred
Bill Paxton and Helen Hunt and
grossed close to $500 million
worldwide, “Twisters” follows a
new generation of storm chas-
ers, including a dedicated scien-
tist named Kate (Daisy Edgar-
Jones), who is researching ways
to tame tornadoes, and a thrill-
seeking cowboy named Tyler
(Glen Powell), whose greatest
ambition is to light them up
with fireworks. The film hits
theaters this weekend on a wave

of generally positive buzz and
hopes that it can help reverse
this summer’s box office slump
with its mix of thrills, romance
and old-fashioned blockbuster
spectacle. (Universal Pictures is
releasing the movie domes-
tically while Warner Bros. Pic-
tures is handing international
distribution.)

“Twisters” climaxes with a
sequence in which a massive
tornado rips through a small
Oklahoma town and threatens
to destroy a packed movie thea-
ter — a ripe metaphor at a mo-
ment when the movies them-
selves face an existential threat.

The Times spoke with Chung,

THE ‘TWISTERS’

SCENE DESIGNED TO

BLOW THE ROOF OFF 
DIRECTOR LEE ISAAC CHUNG WENT FROM THE INTIMACY OF ‘MINARI’

TO THE IMMENSITY OF THE CLIMACTIC MOMENT IN THE SUMMER

BLOCKBUSTER STARRING GLEN POWELL AND DAISY EDGAR-JONES

BY JOSH ROTTENBERG

OLLOWING THE SUCCESS OF HIS 2020 BREAKOUT “MINARI”

— an intimate, semi-autobiographical drama about a South Korean immigrant family

living in 1980s Arkansas that earned six Oscar nominations — Lee Isaac Chung felt

ready for a change of pace and a bigger canvas. ¶ “I have always wished some day I

could make a big action movie or a big blockbuster,” Chung says. “I wouldn’t say it

was a goal — I’d say it was a dream.” ¶ Chung’s dream was buoyed by the winds of

“Minari’s” success. After proving his action chops last year by helming an episode of

“The Mandalorian,” he landed the opportunity to direct “Twisters,” a standalone se-

quel to the 1996 disaster film “Twister.” Despite some apprehension over taking on a

summer popcorn movie with a $155-million production budget that dwarfed the $2

million “Minari,” he jumped at it. ¶ “ ‘Minari’ had been an emotionally taxing, heavy

experience for me,” Chung says over Zoom, apologizing for any “jet-lag brain” he may

have from the film’s international press tour. “I thought, ‘This is going to be a lot of

fun — we’re going to be chasing tornadoes.’ It just felt like a much different ballgame.”

SASHA LANE

gets a lift shoot-
ing a scene with
Glen Powell; Pow-
ell and Anthony
Ramos, center, in
the theater scene.

Melinda Sue Gordon Universal



Powell and Ramos race to try to save lives
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Powell, tornado expert Kevin
Kelleher and other “Twisters”
team members about how they
brought this harrowing scene to
life. (Warning: spoilers ahead.)

A CHANGE OF VENUE

Originally, the screenplay (by
“The Revenant” writer Mark L.
Smith) ended with an EF-5
tornado, the most destructive
categorization, bearing down on
a small Oklahoma town as the
central characters — Tyler, Kate
and Anthony Ramos’ storm
chaser Javi — were scattered
across several different loca-
tions trying to save people.

Chung, who was still searching
for the best way to tie together
the film’s third act, realized that
centering the finale in the town’s
movie theater could be the key.

His inspiration came from a
real-life incident: a tornado that
struck Mayfield, Ky., in 2021,
killing 24 people. A photo taken
inside Mayfield’s partially de-
stroyed movie theater proved to
be the spark.

“I felt like the movie theater
held the magic of the whole film
in a way,” Chung says. “To me,
that sequence felt like it was
about what we were trying to
do as a group of filmmakers —
to try to bring people into a
theater and blow them away in
some sense.”

NO ACTUAL THEATERS

WERE HARMED DURING

THE SHOOT

Rather than wreck an actual
movie theater, the production
team decided to re-create the
interior of one from scratch,
ensuring it could withstand the
rigors of the intense action
sequences required. Setting 
the sequence in the community
of El Reno, Okla., which was 
hit by a powerful tornado in
2013, they used the local Centre
Theatre both for the exterior
shots and as a model for their
build of the interior.

“We copied that design and
rebuilt that theater inside of a
soundstage in Oklahoma City
that used to be an old basket-
ball arena,” says Chung. The set
was designed with modular
walls that could be slid open
and closed, allowing for the
concealment of high-powered
off-camera fans and other
equipment needed to simulate
the tornado’s devastating ef-
fects. Part of the ceiling was
later added digitally, enabling
the team to drop debris safely
on the actors while keeping the
rest of the destruction realistic.

Production designer Patrick
Sullivan took care to ensure the
theater felt authentic, sourcing
seats from an old theater in
Denver that had closed down,
and constructing an ornate Art
Deco movie palace simply for
the purpose of destroying it.

“Patrick made a really lovely
movie theater that feels retro,”
Chung says. “I found it interest-
ing that we were talking about
the destruction of this theater
and we were using parts of other
theaters that closed down.”

NAILING THE SCIENCE

To ensure that the film bal-
anced dramatic storytelling
with scientific authenticity,
Chung enlisted the expertise of
tornado specialist Kevin Kelle-
her, a former analyst at the
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration who had
previously consulted on the
original “Twister.” 

“I asked Kevin to really

stress-test this movie and the
science that we were using,”
Chung says. “Many of the de-
tails of our scientific side of the
story come directly from con-
versations that I had with him.”

Not that there weren’t a few
liberties taken, starting with the
hypothetical technology the
film posits that could tame a
tornado using a special chemi-
cal that absorbs the moisture
that serves as its fuel. “That’s a
movie idea,” Kelleher says,
adding with a laugh that he is
“holding my breath” as he waits
for the meteorological commu-
nity to weigh in on “Twisters.” 

“My bar I was setting for
myself was to hopefully make
the film as scientifically sound
from a technical standpoint 
as possible,” he says. “But at
the end of the day, there’s no
research that we’re aware of
that people are seriously doing
to try to affect tornadoes. Not
yet anyway.”

Tornadoes are rated on the
five-point Enhanced Fujita
scale not by wind speed but by
damage, and EF-5 tornadoes
are exceedingly rare, making 
up only roughly 1% of all torna-
does. (The last one recorded
was a 2013 tornado that ravaged
Moore, Okla., killing 24 people
and causing $2 billion in dam-
ages.) When it comes to the
kind of devastation such a tor-
nado could wreak on a movie
theater, Kelleher says the film is
on solid ground.

“I think that was all fairly
realistic,” Kelleher says. “Once
that wall was gone and you were
exposed like that, it would start
pulling stuff out and then the
roof and the sides would come
off. If that tornado had kept
coming in full force, it would
have taken the theater down to
the bricks and the people inside
would have been gone. I didn’t
think that was a stretch.”

Knowing how devastating
tornadoes can be, Kelleher is

quick to caution that no one
should ever try to drive in the
direction of one, as various
characters do throughout the
movie. “You really cannot drive
safely into tornadoes in a truck,”
Kelleher says. “They depicted it
being as if they could get in and
out of these tornadoes for the
most part, and you really can’t.
Don’t try it at home.”

BREAKING THE FOURTH

WALL, LITERALLY

For the actors and extras,
shooting the theater sequence
over the course of a week proved
physically arduous, involving
deafening wind machines, flying
debris and complex stunt chore-
ography including wire work, as
people and parts of the building
are sucked up by the storm.

“There are all these elements
contributing to that magic trick
— wind machines, ice blowers,
smoke, guys throwing leaves
and buckets of water,” says
co-star Powell over Zoom from
London. “You’re getting pelted
by pretty much every crew
member with every piece of
debris they can find. But, you
know, tornadoes aren’t delicate
and the characters are going
through it, so you should go
through it as well.”

As uncomfortable as the
conditions may have been,
Ramos felt the use of such prac-
tical effects heightened the
authenticity of the perform-
ances. “The wind is hitting you,
the water is hitting you, you
have to yell because it’s actually
loud in there,” Ramos says.
“That gave us a lot to work with.
If we didn’t have all that, it
would be harder to fake it.”

With the set becoming pro-
gressively more destroyed with
each day’s filming and the loom-
ing actors’ strike adding a sense
of deadline pressure, “Nope’s”
Brandon Perea, who plays a
fellow storm chaser, says the
stakes were high to nail each
part of the sequence. 

“The roof is caving in, the
screen is being pulled out and
you only have a certain number
of times where things can fall
apart because they can’t put it
back together,” Perea says. “It
was one of those moments
where you’re looking around
and you’re like, ‘Oh, my good-
ness, I’m in a huge movie. I don’t
want to waste any takes.’ ”

For the background extras,
drawn from the local communi-
ty, the notion of hunkering down
to try to ride out a tornado was
nothing new. “One of the first
questions that our assistant
director asked them was, ‘Has
anyone ever been in a situation
like this before?’ ” Chung says.
“Everybody raised their hands.
It was pretty wild.”

RIDING OUT 

HOLLYWOOD’S STORM

At a time when the film 
industry is being battered
by radically shifting consumer
habits and business models 
of the streaming era, Chung 
was well aware of the symbolic
heft of a tornado ripping apart 
a movie theater. By setting
his climax there, he hoped to
remind audiences of the irre-
placeable communal experi-
ence of watching a movie on 
the big screen. 

“I don’t know if I’ve ever 
made a film where I’ve thought
so much about where the indus-
try is heading,” Chung says. 
“It was something that was
weighing on me, knowing what
kind of responsibility we have
with the film to try to bring
people to the theaters. We’re
certainly not saying that we’re
saving the cinemas in any way.
But I feel like filmmakers who
believe in the theatrical experi-
ence have a responsibility to try
very hard to keep this medium
alive and show people why it’s
great to have these big commu-
nal experiences.”

For Chung, the choice of 
the movie playing on the Cen-
tre’s screen when the storm hits
—1931’s classic “Frankenstein”
— adds another level of mean-
ing. As with “Twisters,” “Frank-
enstein” is in part about the
hubris and unintended conse-
quences of our attempts to
control nature. 

“ ‘Twisters’ is not just a disas-
ter movie — it’s a monster mov-
ie,” says Chung. “We present
these tornadoes as having a
personality, and the tornado
itself is a monster. Having that
nod to ‘Frankenstein’ at the end
is just the cherry on top.”

THE “TWISTERS”

theater scene is based
on a real tornado strike. 

Universal Pictures / Warner Bros. Pictures / Amblin Entertainment

Universal Pictures / Warner Bros. Pictures / Amblin Entertainment

ersal Pictures / Warner Bros. Pictures / Amblin Entertainment

DIRECTOR Lee Isaac
Chung says he dreamed of
making “a big action movie.”

Christina House Los Angeles Times



Assemblage
artist Bobby
Furst used
proceeds
from his mas-
sive sculpture
at the Sunset
Strip restau-
rant Boa to
buy his
Joshua Tree
property 20
years ago.

T
HE SHIPPING-CONTAINER home of Ally and Spike Wray-Kirk in

Pioneertown may look camera-ready for a shelter magazine spread, but you

will find it recently published in a project that’s decidedly un-Architectural

Digest in feel. “Glimpses of the Joshua Tree Dream” is the brainchild of Lisa

Schyck, who says her goal was to capture the private worlds of the high desert

creative community. With photography by Bill Leigh Brewer and essays by Katie Nar-

tonis, the self-published book released this month appropriately mixes grit and polish

as it bounces from Joshua Tree to Yucca Valley to Morongo Valley and points beyond. 

BOBBY FURST, JOSHUA TREE

Assemblage artist Bobby Furst used proceeds from his massive

sculpture at the Sunset Strip restaurant Boa to buy his Joshua

Tree property 20 years ago. Furst’s property, which he dubbed

Furstwurld, has grown to include a series of buildings including

one with a stage, lighting, sound system and seating, plus a roll-up

door that opens to the outside.

JESIKA VON RABBIT, YUCCA VALLEY

Rock musician Jesika Von Rabbit’s backup dancers Erin

Gurule and Lani Elizabeth Johnson pose for a portrait at

Rabbit’s home.

ALICE JONES AND LEE SCOTT, YUCCA VALLEY

Composer and musician Lee Scott, who was a music editor on

films including Baz Lurhmann’s “Moulin Rouge!” and Terrence

Malick’s “The Thin Red Line,” shares a Yucca Valley home with

his wife, teacher Alice Jones.

SNAKE JAGGER, MORONGO VALLEY

Painter Snake Jagger, whose home doubles as an art gallery, has

a trailer on the property that he uses as guest accommodations.

Fun fact: Jagger’s father was Frank Sinatra’s private valet. 

CHAKRA KHAN AND MATT ELSON, MORONGO VALLEY

Matt Elson, an artist pictured in one of his Infinity Boxes, shares

his Morongo Valley home with healer and yogi Chakra Khan.

LISA SCHYCK AND BOB ARONSON, YUCCA VALLEY

The Yucca Valley sukkah of artist Bob Aronson and Lisa Schyck, cre-

ator of the self-published book “Glimpses of the Joshua Tree Dream.”

Peek into artists’ homes
in ‘Joshua Tree Dream’ 

BY TIMES STAFF 

Snake Jagger’s high-desert home includes a trailer
that he uses as guest accommodations.

ALLY and
Spike Wray-
Kirk, below,
built their
Pioneertown
home out of
shipping
containers.

Photographs by Bill Leigh Brewer Joshua Tree Dream
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Fiction 
weeks
on list

1. Long Island
Compromise by Taffy
Brodesser-Akner
(Random House: $30)
A social satire on
the wild legacy of
trauma and
inheritance.

1

2. All Fours by Miranda
July (Riverhead Books:
$29) A woman upends
her domestic life in
this irreverent and
tender novel.

9

3. James by Percival
Everett (Doubleday:
$28) An action-packed
reimagining of “The
Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn.”

17

4. The God of the Woods
by Liz Moore
(Riverhead Books:
$30) Two worlds
collide when a
teenager vanishes
from her Adirondacks
summer camp.

2

5. The Women by Kristin
Hannah (St. Martin’s
Press: $30) An
intimate portrait of
coming of age in a
dangerous time and an
epic tale of a nation
divided.

23

6. The Paris Novel by
Ruth Reichl (Random
House: $29) An
adventure through the
food, art and fashion
scenes of 1980s Paris.

12

7. The Midnight Feast by
Lucy Foley (William
Morrow: $30) Twists
abound in this
locked-room murder
mystery.

4

8. A Death in Cornwall by
Daniel Silva (Harper:
$32) An action-packed
tale of high-stakes
international intrigue.

1

9. Funny Story by Emily
Henry (Berkley: $29)
Two opposites with the
wrong thing in
common connect.

12

10. All the Colors of the
Dark by Chris Whitaker
(Crown: $30) A novel
combining a
missing-person
mystery, a serial-killer
thriller and a love
story.

3

Nonfiction 
weeks
on list

1. The Demon of Unrest
by Erik Larson (Crown:
$35) An exploration of
the pivotal five months
between Abraham
Lincoln’s election and
the start of the Civil
War.

11

2. The Friday Afternoon
Club by Griffin Dunne
(Penguin Press: $30)
The actor-director’s
memoir of growing up
in Hollywood and
Manhattan.

5

3. On Call by Dr. Anthony
Fauci (Viking: $36) A
memoir by the doctor
whose six-decade
career in public service
has spanned seven
presidents.

4

4. The Creative Act by
Rick Rubin (Penguin:
$32) The music
producer’s guidance
on how to be a creative
person.

78

5. Outlive by Peter Attia,
Bill Gifford (Harmony:
$32) A science-based
self-help guide to
living longer.

35

6. The Wager by David
Grann (Doubleday:
$30) The story of the
shipwreck of an 18th
century British
warship and a mutiny
among the survivors.

62

7. Atomic Habits by
James Clear (Avery:
$27) The self-help
expert’s guide to
building good habits
and breaking bad ones
via tiny changes in
behavior.

103

8. The Anxious
Generation by
Jonathan Haidt
(Penguin Press: $30)
An investigation into
the collapse of youth
mental health and a
blueprint for a
healthier, freer
childhood.

15

9. Ask Not by Maureen
Callahan (Little,
Brown & Co.: $33)
An exposé of the
Kennedy men and
their generations-long
legacy of misogyny
and mayhem.

1

10. We Are Experiencing a
Slight Delay by Gary
Janetti (Harper: $28)
The television
writer-producer
(“Family Guy,” “Will &
Grace”) takes us with
him on travels across
the globe.

1

Paperback bestsellers

lists and more at

latimes.com/bestsellers.

Southern California
bestsellers from CALIBA

BESTSELLERS

Subscription Services:

(800) 252-9141

Entertainment Section
Phone: (213) 237-7770
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Briony May Williams in "Escape to the Country."

Shelley Duvall’s Faerie
Tale Theatre 
YouTube

Shelley Duvall’s Tall Tales
& Legends 
Prime Video

Shelley Duvall, who died
July 11, is best known for
her big-screen work as
Robert Altman’s lanky
muse and the object of
Jack Nicholson’s destruc-
tion in Stanley Kubrick’s
“The Shining.” But the
TV series she conceived,
produced, introduced
and appeared in in the
1980s are equally invalu-
able. “Prestige television”
has become an empty
cliché, but there is the
sort of real prestige that

attracts artists to a proj-
ect no matter how small
the venue, modest the
budget or however many
people are liable to no-
tice. Duvall’s storytime
anthologies were the best
reason to subscribe to
Showtime, when cable
was still the Wild West,
and one of the best rea-

sons ever to own a TV.
Wittily scripted, imagina-
tively cast, with each
episode a gem of produc-
tion design, Duvall’s
series offered such unpre-
dictable delights as “Rip
Van Winkle,” directed by
Francis Ford Coppola
and starring Harry Dean
Stanton and … Tim Con-
way. Or Martin Short as
Johnny Appleseed, di-
rected by Christopher
Guest. Or Danny Glover
as John Henry, with Lou
Rawls and Thelma Hous-
ton co-starring. Or
“Casey at the Bat,” with
Elliott Gould and Carol
Kane, narrated by How-
ard Cosell. Paul Reubens

as Pinocchio! “Cinderel-
la” with Jennifer Beals
and Matthew Broderick!
“Tall Tales” is available
streaming from Prime;
“Faerie Tale Theatre” has
no official venue cur-
rently, but the internet
has stepped up to fill that
gap. (R.L.) 

Escape to the Country 
BritBox

Have you ever watched
“House Hunters” and
thought, “I wish they
made a version of this
show set in rural Britain
that was so authentic to
the home-buying process
and thoroughly un-
touched by producers

that no one actually ends
up buying any of the
properties they look at?”
If so, then it’s time to add
“Escape to the Country”
to your watch list. This
long-running series,
which began airing on the
BBC in 2002, follows city
dwellers longing for more
space and a lower cost of

living as they visit proper-
ties in bucolic corners of
the United Kingdom.
Each episode spotlights
three homes that fall
within the buyer’s budget
and satisfy at least some
of their criteria. One of
the properties is desig-
nated as a “mystery
house,” because it has a
surprising and either
charmingly quaint or
intensely off-putting
feature (think: a con-
verted church). The show
features a rotating list of
hosts, who chat with
locals about the region’s
distinct flavor and par-
take in activities like
cold-water swimming in
Wales or cheese-making
in Lancashire. Unlike in
the semi-rigged “House
Hunters,” the prospec-
tive buyers in “Escape to
the Country” rarely pur-
chase one of the homes in
the show — or even make
an offer. But what the
series lacks in vicarious
real-estate thrills, it
makes up for with sooth-
ing portraits of village life
that will have you dream-
ing of living like Cameron
Diaz in “The Holiday.”
(Jude Law as Mr. Napkin-
head not included.)
(M.B.) 

SHELLEY Duvall,
Jack Nicholson in
“The Shining.”
“Escape to the
Country’s” Briony
May Williams.

Warner Bros. / Hawk Films / Kobal / Shutterstock

For more of the
TV shows, movies
and moments

everyone’s talking about,
sign up for Screen Gab at
latimes.com/newsletters,
and tell us what you’re
watching by emailing
screengab@latimes.com

This week, TV critic

Robert Lloyd and staff

writer Meredith Blake

recommend Shelley

Duvall’s storytime an-

thologies and a soothing

real estate series. BritBox

T
HE SEEDS OF “Lady in the Lake” were
planted in 1969 with the disappearances
and deaths of an 11-year-old Jewish girl and
a 33-year-old Black woman in Baltimore.
These crimes inspired Laura Lippman to
write her 2019 novel, in which multiple

narrators tell the stories of aspiring newspaper reporter
Maddie Schwartz, a Jewish woman trying to establish
herself as a journalist as she breaks away from her tradi-
tionalist family; and Cleo Sherwood, a Black waitress
who gets on the wrong side of her criminal employers. ¶
Now “Lady in the Lake” has been adapted into a seven-
episode limited series, created by Alma Har’el and which
premiered last week on Apple TV+. The story, about
women pushing against hard glass ceilings, a city on the
brink, and the different ways that different people look
for freedom, has undergone significant changes on the
path from the streets of Baltimore to the pages of a
bestseller and now to the screen. In separate interviews,
Lippman, Har’el and members of the cast, including
stars Natalie Portman and Moses Ingram, shared their
thoughts about bringing “Lady” to life.

THE NOVELIST

Lippman is a Balti-
more native and former
reporter at the Baltimore
Sun. As a child, she read
about Esther Lebowitz,
an 11-year-old girl who in
1969 went missing and
was later found dead. But
it wasn’t until Lippman
went to work at the Sun
that she learned of
Shirley Parker, the Black
woman who received
almost no coverage in the
city’s white, mainstream
press when her decom-
posed body was found in
a lake fountain soon
thereafter.

“I grew up reading the
newspaper, but I had to
go work at the newspaper
and take the rewrite guys’
tour of Baltimore to find
out about the Lady in the
Lake,” she said in an
interview from her Balti-
more home. “I was very
much interested in the
idea that a little girl died
and everybody knew, and
a Black woman died, and
we’ve never even had an
official cause of death.
They’ve never even been
able to rule it a homicide,
and at this point, there’s
not going to be any deter-
mination made in that
death.”

This discrepancy fasci-
nated Lippman. But she
didn’t want to just write a
novel about these two

deaths. When she writes
fiction, she doesn’t do
deep research into specif-
ic cases.

“I don’t reach out to the
real-life families who
might have connections
to these cases because I
don’t want to inflict
pain,” Lippman said. “I’m
thinking about this all the
time. There have been
some crime podcasts
that do this that I have
really had trouble with.”

Instead, she set out to
write a novel with a very
specific theme: “I decided
to go really meta and
write a story about a
white woman who ex-
ploits Black pain for her
own gain.”

Enter Maddie, played
in the series by Portman
— in her first recurring
TV role — and Cleo,
played by Ingram (“The
Queen’s Gambit”), whose
surname is Johnson in
the adaptation. The
disappearance of the
little girl sends Maddie
into an existential tail-
spin. She leaves her hus-
band, moves into a pre-
dominantly Black neigh-
borhood and rekindles an
old passion for journal-
ism. She grows increas-
ingly obsessed with the
missing girl, and then
with Cleo, who chides
Maddie, perhaps from
the grave, for missing the

big picture.
“Lady in the Lake”

plays differently on the
screen than on the page
— Maddie is a little more
redeemable in the series
than in the novel — and
the myriad narrative
voices in the book have
given way to a dialogue of
sorts between Maddie
and Cleo.

Lippman, who calls the
series “terrific,” has no
problem with such
changes. The author, who
was married to David
Simon, creator of the
series “The Wire,” said
she knows a lot about
how TV is made but that
she doesn’t write for the
screen. “I don’t think of it
as my story anymore,”
Lippman said. “I didn’t
from the moment I sold
it. I come to adaptation
as a novelist.”

THE CREATOR

Har’el, who was born
and raised in Israel but is
now a longtime Los Ange-
les resident, was struck
by how the story handled
Maddie’s Jewish identity
when the project was first
brought to her by produc-
ers Nathan Ross and the

late Jean-Marc Vallée.
“The idea of Jewish-

ness creates an opportu-
nity to explore persecu-
tion, racism, and both
oppression and being an
oppressor,” she said in a
video interview from her
L.A. home. “It also lets
you look at assimilation,
or having the possibility
to even assimilate.”

These ideas swirl
around Maddie, whose
family eats kosher and
observes the high holi-
days, and who rebels
against her culture’s
expectations of her as a
wife and mother.

But the Black charac-
ters in “Lady in the Lake”
intrigued her as well,
particularly the different
ways they represent the
idea of freedom. Har’el’s
romantic partner, come-
dian Byron Bowers,
inspired her to create a
husband for Cleo, Slappy
“Dark” Johnson, whom
he plays in the series.
Slappy is a Richard Pry-
or-like comic testing
creative boundaries in
the mid-’60s (both novel
and series take place in
1966) and exploring top-
ics that resonate within

the Black community.
Bowers was also a con-
sulting producer on the
series, and several of the
series’ writers are Black.

“Everybody in the
series is fighting their
own war inside, and find-
ing freedom outside of
what society says, which
is something I try to do in
real life,” Bowers said in a
separate interview. “This
is a world of Black people
I didn’t even know. I came
up in the crack epidemic.
But this is when families
still were families and
Black people had hope
before heroin and the
Vietnam War.”

Where Lippman’s novel
incorporates many narra-
tors, Har’el zoomed in on
the voices of Cleo and
Maddie, who are desper-
ately trying to break free
of the strictures created
by a very patriarchal
society. Maddie can’t
even sell her own car
without her soon-to-be-
ex-husband’s signature;
Cleo lives largely under
the thumb of her gang-
ster/club owner boss,
played by Wood Harris.

Har’el, who was the
lead writer and also di-
rected all seven episodes
of the series, sees the
characters as part of the
same push-pull duality
that fuels the entire story.

“There’s a Jungian
underbelly going on in the
show that is trying to
seduce you to maybe see
beyond the politics of it
all and into human expe-
rience,” she said. “It turns
that experience into
something that, hope-
fully, the characters get to
touch.” But without her
stars, she says, the ideas
mean little.

“The credit goes to the
actors,” she says. “They
come to that emotional
place with authenticity,
and it’s pretty magical to
see them do that.”

THE STARS

Portman was attached
to the project from the
beginning, as a star and
executive producer. At

one point Lupita N’yongo
was slated to play Cleo,
but the character ulti-
mately wasn’t cast until
shooting had com-
menced; “Nobody could
agree,” Har’el says. “But
when Moses came in, it
was so clear. Everybody
saw it right away.”

Ingram and Portman
rarely appear on screen
together, but they’re
linked from the moment
they see each other in the
first episode. In the open-
ing scenes, blood from
the lamb that Maddie has
purchased for her family’s
dinner has spilled onto
her dress, and she eyes
the outfit that Cleo is
modeling in the window
of a department store.
For Portman, this mo-
ment speaks volumes.

“In that initial scene of
them together, where
she’s looking at Cleo in
the dress, she’s really just
looking at the dress,”
Portman said in a video
interview alongside In-
gram. “It’s kind of sym-
bolic of how she treats
Cleo. She’s using her as a
vehicle for her own needs
and to further her own
ambition.”

And yet, the series
takes pains to connect
them, thematically and
visually, in the editing
process, through cross-
cutting that links them
throughout different
periods of their lives.

“I think they’re living
in a very similar world
that’s affecting them
both in similar ways,”
Ingram said. “Being
women, being mothers,
taking care of the hus-
band and the children
and also trying to figure
out what they might 
want for themselves, let
alone how to get it —
those are all things they
share.”

In the series, Maddie is
a bit softer than she is in
the novel, less single-
minded in the way she
uses Cleo’s story to build
a journalism career. But
she’s still deeply flawed
and somewhat blind to
the lives she writes about. 

For Portman, the fact
that Maddie is no angel
made the role more inter-
esting, and more human.

“It speaks to the trage-
dy of the fact that, even if
you’re oppressed, you can
still be an oppressor,” she
says. “That’s something
that we have to be very
conscious of, because I
think the opposite story
is usually told: ‘Oh, if
someone did something
to you, you don’t do it to
someone else.’ And that’s
just unfortunately not
very true.”

For Lippman, a some-
what kinder, gentler
Maddie speaks to the
different roads taken in a
different medium. And
she’s quite happy with
the results.

“Natalie Portman’s
Maddie is much bigger,
much more layered and
complicated than my
Maddie,” she said. “How
can I not love that?
There’s a big difference
between asking readers
to come along with a not
particularly likable char-
acter and asking people
to watch that character in
a limited series, espe-
cially if it’s a female. I
really respect the choices
made in this adaptation,
because they’re thought-
ful.”

Beyond true crime
THE CREATORS AND CAST OF ‘LADY IN THE LAKE’ ON THE CAREFUL WORK OF

BRINGING THE APPLE TV+ ADAPTATION FROM PAGE TO SCREEN. BY CHRIS VOGNAR

Episode 3. Mikey Mad-
ison and Natalie Port-
man in "Lady in the
Lake," premiering July
19, 2024 on Apple TV+.

Apple

NATALIE

Portman, top
right, stars in
“Lady in the
Lake” with
Moses In-
gram, above
left, and 
Byron Bowers.
Director Alma
Har’el, left.

Apple

Rob Berry
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SUNDAY
The Bauhaus Project World

premiere production  features

a play-within-a-play, in which

present-day students trace the

history of the groundbreaking

German art school shut down

by the Nazis in 1933.

l Part I, 8 p.m. Fridays, 4 p.m.
Saturdays; Part 2, 8 p.m. Sat-
urdays, 4 p.m. Sundays, through
Aug. 25. Atwater Village Thea-
tre, 3269 Casitas Ave., Los Ange-
les. openfist.org

Bonnie & Clyde: The Musical
Jeremy Jordan and Frances

Mayli McCann star as the

notorious duo in a concert

staging filmed over two nights

at London’s Drury Lane Thea-

tre in 2022.

l 3 p.m. La Mirada Theatre,
14900 La Mirada Blvd., La Mira-
da. lamiradatheatre.com

Gronk: Ego Rising Politics, mod-

ern theater, street art and B-

movies infuse this solo show

by the Chicano visual artist 

and founding member of the

collective Asco.

l Through Aug. 24. Craig Krull
Gallery, 2525 Michigan Ave.,
Suite B3, Santa Monica.
craigkrullgallery.com

Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit/
Sylvan Esso The Grammy-win-

ning singer-songwriter and

his band co-headline with 

the electronic pop group. Ni-

gerian-born singer-songwriter

Uwade opens.

l 7 p.m. Hollywood Bowl, 2301

N. Highland Ave., Hollywood.
hollywoodbowl.com

Eli Russell Linnetz In the exhibit

“Monuments,” the artist, de-

signer, writer and director re-

interprets American iconogra-

phy with the large-scale works

“Mount Rushmore Pizza Oven”

and “Statue of Liberty.”

l Through Aug. 3. Jeffrey

Deitch Gallery, 925 N. Orange
Drive, Los Angeles. deitch
.com

TUESDAY 
Clue Six suspects unspool a

murder mystery in the North

American tour of the classic

whodunit board game-turned-

part of the Sunset Concert

series.

l 8 p.m. Skirball Cultural Cen-
ter, 2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Los
Angeles. skirball.org

FRIDAY
Eslabón Armado The award-

winning San Joaquin Valley

quartet has been tearing up the

charts with música sierreña
powered by a requinto guitar.

l 8 p.m. Kia Forum, 3900 W.

Manchester Blvd., Inglewood.
thekiaforum.com

Crevasse Hollywood, 1938. Seek-

ing distribution for her docu-

mentary “Olympia,” German

filmmaker Leni Riefenstahl

meets Walt Disney in Tom

Jacobson’s new play.

l 8 p.m. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, 4 p.m. Sundays, through
Aug. 18. Victory Theatre Center,
3326 W. Victory Blvd., Burbank
thevictorytheatrecenter.org

Deadpool & Wolverine Ryan

Reynolds and Hugh Jackman

reprise their antiheroes, joined

by Emma Corrin, Morena Bac-

carin, Rob Delaney, Leslie

Uggams, Karan Soni and

Matthew Macfadyen, in the

latest R-rated Marvel romp.

l Starts Friday (with Thurs-
day previews) in theaters.
marvel.com

Chaka Khan The 10-time

Grammy winner performs her

hits backed by the Hollywood

Bowl Orchestra and conductor

Thomas Wilkins. Multi-instru-

mentalist and singer Masego

opens the show.

l 8 p.m. Hollywood Bowl, 2301
N. Highland Ave., Hollywood.
hollywoodbowl.com

Plenty of Heart, Plenty of Hope
Performing arts group Muse/

Ique explores the creation of

composer Richard Rodgers and

lyricist-dramatist Oscar Ham-

merstein II’s startling rein-

vention of the Broadway musi-

cal with their 1943 production of

“Oklahoma!”

l 7:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday; 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
July 28. The Wallis, 9390 N.
Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly
Hills. muse-ique.com

the gravitational waves emitted

during the final stage of two

black holes combining to be-

come a singular entity.

l 8 p.m. Human Resources, 410
Cottage Home St., L.A. h-r.la

WEDNESDAY
The Old Man and the Old Moon
South Coast Rep presents an

epic outdoor musical-adventure

across land, sea and sky with

book, music and lyrics by Pig-

Pen Theatre Co., directed by

Kim Martin-Cotten.

l 7:30 p.m. Wednesday to Sun-
day, through Aug, 11. Mission
San Juan Capistrano, 26801 Old
Mission Road, San Juan Capi-
strano. scr.org

THURSDAY
Bab L’ Bluz The Franco Moroc-

can power quartet featuring

singer-guitarist Yousra Man-

sour and guitarist-producer

Brice Bottin delivers its distinct

brand of psychedelic rock as

Ringdown An evening of experi-

mental electronic music fea-

tures solo sets by Stephanie

Cheng Smith, Mattie Barbier

and Alex Hawthorn, followed by

the world premiere of the lat-

ter’s new work, “Ringdown,”

inspired by the data describing

film-turned-Broadway musical.

l Through July 28. Segerstrom
Center for the Performing 
Arts, 600 Town Center Drive,
Costa Mesa. scfta.org July 
30-Aug. 25. Ahmanson Theatre,
135 N. Grand Ave., downtown
L.A. centertheatregroup.org

SUSPECTS are
many in “Clue”
musical in Costa
Mesa. L.A. is
its next stop.

Evan Zimmerman MurphyMade

THE WEEK AHEAD
A CURATED PREVIEW OF WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MUSIC,

MOVIES, THEATER AND THE ARTS

“DEADPOOL & Wolverine,” with Reynolds, left, and Jackman.

Jay Maidment 20th Century Studios

Download the app.

Discovermore of The Times.

Use your camera to scan the QR code.

Tap the link when it appears to be directed to your

device’s app store.

Hit download and start exploring.
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F THERE ARE MANY PATHS up the mountain

that is spiritual self-discovery, writer, strategist and Zen priest Cristina

Moon is on one with an especially steep incline. “I think the majority of

paths have a lot of switchbacks, but some people want straight up the

mountain,” she said. “That works for them, it worked for me.” ¶ In her

new memoir, “Three Years on the Great Mountain: A Memoir of Zen

and Fearlessness” (Penguin Random House), Moon details a spiritual

journey that led her from working as a human rights activist in Burma

(now Myanmar), to running marketing for a corporate mindfulness

training group in the Bay Area, to ultimately living at Daihonzan

Chozen-ji, a Zen temple and martial arts dojo in Hawaii known for its

monastic intensity. ¶She eventually became a Zen priest herself, and

continues to live at the temple today, where she trains in a particularly

rigorous form of Japanese swordsmanship called kendo. She also

instructs students in martial arts, ceramics and other Japanese art

forms to aid them in the discovery of what Japanese Zen Buddhists call

the “true self” — a version of oneself that is happy, free and beyond fear

or any self-imposed limitation. 

Moon knows the arduous

path she chose is not for every-

one, but her hope is that by

writing honestly and vulnera-

bly about the challenges and

growth she experienced in her

first three years at Chozen-ji,

she will inspire others to seek

teachers and communities that

best help them meet life’s ob-

stacles with fearlessness.

“In training hard, it is pos-

sible to find your way home,”

she writes in the book’s intro-

duction. 

Moon spoke to The Times

about her transformative

experience at Chozen-ji, what

it means to face challenges

with “your belly button facing

forward” and how all of us can

work toward living life with less

fear. 

This interview has been

edited for length and clarity.

One of the goals of the Zen
Buddhism you practice is to
cultivate fearlessness, which
feels very relevant right now,
given that, between war, cli-
mate change and political
turmoil, there’s a lot to be
afraid of in our world. What
does fearlessness mean to you
and how can we work to
achieve it?

In a very practical sense

fearlessness is simply: Can 

I figure out how to live my life

without hesitation? If I see an

opening, if I see an opportunity,

can I just go for it 100% without

being held back by fear? And

can I inspire or transmit that to

other people as well?

Overcoming my fear at the

beginning of my time at

Chozen-ji was really straight-

forward stuff, like not ducking

and getting small when some-

one was about to hit me over

the head in [the Japanese

martial art] kendo, or not

being afraid of being uncom-

fortable and being in pain while

sitting for long periods of medi-

tation. 

But for anyone doing any

kind of physical training or

exercise, it’s the same thing.

When you push yourself

through the moment of doubt,

when you’re running up a hill,

and you think, “I’d love to give

up now and walk up this hill,

but I know I’m almost there.”

There’s something about doing

it physically that allows you to

do it in other parts of your life

emotionally, mentally and

interpersonally.

In your time at Chozen-ji you
studied kendo — the way of the
sword — and chado — the way
of tea. Can you describe these
disciplines and what they had
to teach you?

“Do” is the Japanese pronun-

ciation of the Chinese word

“tao,” which is sort of a uni-

versal energy, a universal truth.

When you append that word to a

discipline or an art, it basically

says that you can take this

martial or fine art and use it as a

way of training that will shape

who you are.

“Ken” means sword, and “do”

means way, so kendo is the way

of the sword. It’s a traditional

Japanese martial art form that

is pretty intense and aggressive.

Back when samurai actually

existed it was done with metal

swords, but now we use bamboo

or wooden swords. In our ap-

proach to kendo we don’t learn

any defensive maneuvers. We

train in how to go forward and

cut straight. 

The goal is that you are

cutting more down the center,

faster and with less hesitation

then your opponent, so even in

the face of attack, you’re the one

landing the hit first. That par-

ticular kind of training culti-

vates fearlessness so that you

don’t mind getting hit. You can

face the hit and still move for-

ward and do what you have to

do. 

Chado, or the way of tea, is

very different. Chado is re-

markable because it incorpo-

rates philosophy and all the art

forms — cooking, calligraphy,

aesthetics, the tea itself and

the sweets, ceramics — it really

is a whole integrated space

when you are in the tearoom.

What I didn’t realize before 

I started training is that male

samurai were the original

people who trained in tea cere-

mony. It was something that

was done as a counterpoint to

their lifestyle and livelihood —

a brief moment of peace.

What they both have in

common is the cultivation of

what’s called “kiai,” or the vital

energy. The ideal is that the

separation between kendo

opponents, between the person

and the sword, between the tea

host, the utensils and the guest

— all those boundaries disap-

pear. It is an opportunity to

experience the interconnected-

ness and the oneness of every-

thing.

Your book details how difficult
training at Chozen-ji can be.
In addition to the physical
exertion of long meditation
sittings and martial arts, your
teachers were constantly
correcting you. Did you have
to build a tolerance to being
told you’re doing something
wrong?

In Hawaii we call it scolding.

You get scoldings for all sorts of

things, and it’s one of the first

things anyone who comes to

train at Chozen-ji has to figure

out how to deal with. Some-

times the feedback is very

warm, but it’s jarring for people

when it’s sharp. We’re always

reminded that if the scoldings

and feedback stop, that’s actu-

ally when you should get con-

cerned because it means peo-

ple have given up on you.

We don’t do anything be-

cause it’s precious or holy. So,

how you hold your hands, how

you walk, how you tie your

hakama [traditional Japanese

martial arts training clothes]

— all of those things are meant

to help you learn how to pay

attention and also, heighten

your senses.

I love this phrase in your book:
“approaching life with your
belly button facing forward.”
What does that mean to you? 

It means tackling the chal-

lenges and opportunities in life

head-on rather than trying to

find a sneaky or clever way

around things. It means hon-

esty and integrity, and in par-

ticular when things are hard, to

be willing to face it. 

You titled one chapter in your
book: “2-1=3.” Can you explain
that?

That’s a formulation I have

to credit to one of the teachers

here, Kangen Roshi. It’s this

idea that when you let go of

something you can free up all

this energy and space to have an

understanding that is so much

more transcendent than the

everyday understanding we

have about the world being zero

sum and how things are sup-

posed to work.

He also gave me a copy of

“Jitterbug Perfume” by Tom

Robbins. In the end of that book

a couple of characters die and

they are at this waystation to

figure out if they are going to go

to heaven. The test is that you

weigh your heart on a scale

against a feather, and only the

hearts that are lighter than the

feather go to heaven. The idea is

that you have to have let go of all

of your baggage. You have to let

go of everything.

The book details the first time
you did sesshin, an intense
week of training where you
only get four hours of sleep a
night. One of your teachers
said, “Stop feeling bad for
yourself, and wasting all that
energy.” Why was that a
breakthrough moment for
you?

Sesshin is an extreme situa-

tion where you have to figure

out how to let go of your baggage

and the things that are holding

you back. The conditions make

it so that you don’t have a

choice.

On that first sesshin I was

preoccupied with how tired 

I was. I had this monologue in

my head that was like: “I’m so

tired. I can’t do this. I don’t

think I can make it.” For me,

the most effective scolding was

to be told: You are young, you

are healthy, you’ve been doing

this every day for six months.

And look around you at all

these people who are not in as

good shape as you, who don’t

know what they’re doing, who

don’t have as much experience

as you, and what impact are

you having on these people by

being so down.

After that, every time that

voice started up that said, “I’m

so tired,” I would just sort of say,

“No!” and put more energy into

whatever I was doing. Very

quickly I realized that I had

more energy.

The really painful and diffi-

cult realization coming out of

that was that for my entire life 

I had been leaving something on

the table.

Most people probably are not
going to leave their jobs and
homes to live and train at a
dojo in Hawaii for three years.
What are some things they can
do in their everyday lives to
challenge themselves, like you
did?

My experience at Chozen-ji

is really abnormal. Ninety-nine

percent of the people who train

here don’t live at Chozen-ji; they

have jobs, they have families,

they live on Oahu and they

come here one or a couple days

a week. But my advice to other

folks is to find the dojos that

exist in your communities. A

great place to start is the mar-

tial arts dojo or the boxing gym.

It’s something that is accessible

for people who are ready to

rethink how they want to ap-

proach their life.

I know that after an eight-

hour workday and an hour

commute it’s tempting to just

drink a beer, eat dinner, watch

four hours of Netflix and go to

bed. But how is that preparing

you for the things that are

inevitable that you are going to

face in your life — the best and

the worst, the hardest mo-

ments?

A lot of people are experi-
encing fear and anxiety about
the future. What have you
learned that might help some-
one overcome those particular
fears?

The real answers are not the

rational ones we are seeking.

Even beyond something like

climate change, we can be

certain that everyone we love is

going to die and so are we, and

there’s something that comes

from embracing that in a cer-

tain way that can lead one to

actually be free and happy and

to cherish the life that we do

have. The worst thing we can

do is become depressed or

nihilistic or give up, knowing

that’s the outcome for all of us.

It’s actually a pretty amazing

opportunity to be able to live,

knowing that that’s coming.

Maybe every moment matters.

Maybe what I’m doing right now

matters. How can I make it

matter?

I’ve read a lot of Buddhist
memoirs and self-help books
over the years, and I’m struck
that yours is the first one I’ve
read written by an Asian
American woman. Have 
I missed others or have there
not been others?

There are a few. Sharon Suh

wrote “Occupy This Body: A

Buddhist Memoir,” but I think

that was a very small press.

Chenxing Han published the

memoir “One Long Listening”

about her experience in Bud-

dhist chaplaincy and also

about losing her best friend to

leukemia. Those are the two 

I know of that are very recent.

As much as my book is very

much a Buddhist book, I did try

hard to make it relatable and

read more like a mainstream

memoir. And that was for ex-

actly this reason: Our stories

aren’t out there. I think there is

a greater movement toward

representing the Asian Ameri-

can people in the Buddhist

space generally, but we still have

a long ways to go.

Maggie Chiang For The Times

Shambhala Publications

CRISTINA MOON’S

memoir explores her
journey to cultivating
fearlessness through Zen
Buddhism and her train-
ing in a temple and mar-
tial arts dojo. 

Michelle Mishina Kunz

A FIERCE ZEN PRIEST
CONQUERS HER FEAR 
CRISTINA MOON CONFRONTS CHALLENGES WITH HER BELLY BUTTON FACING

FORWARD. HER BOOK CAN HELP YOU DISCOVER YOUR TRUE SELF. BY DEBORAH NETBURN

I

Shelf Help is a new well-
ness column where we
interview researchers,

thinkers and writers about
their latest books — all

with the aim of learning
how to live a more 

complete life. 
Want to pitch us? 

Email alyssa.bereznak
@latimes.com.
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T ’S NOT ENOUGH for a drink just to taste
good anymore. Most specialty grocery or liquor stores
now offer colorful cans and bottles that advertise so-
called adaptogens, ingredients that beverage companies
claim can help you manage stress, enhance creativity and
sharpen focus. With packaging printed with bright colors
and trendy fonts, these drinks are designed to pop on the
shelves and on your social media feed — a subtle health
flex for the aesthetically conscious and sober-inclined. ¶
You can find them in trendy superettes around the city.
Silver Lake’s Soft Spirits’ adaptogenic section includes a
Spritz Italiano from L.A.-based De Soi (founded by Katy
Perry and Morgan McLachlan), a concoction containing
reishi mushroom, which the company claims is “a stress
soothing, brain boosting botanical often referred to as
‘the herb of immortality.’” At Bristol Farms stores across
the city, you can pick up Bonbuz, a blood-red tonic that
promises to “heighten your senses and transport you to a
deeper mind-body experience” with ingredients like pyri-
doxine-HCL (a vitamin B-6), ginger root and Rhodiola
rosea. Or you can grab a hemp-infused chile margarita by
Aplos at the Dream Hotel in Hollywood that says it can
“elevate mood, stimulate brain function and boost ener-
gy.” In Erewhon, you can’t throw a gluten-free turmeric
chicken tender without hitting a canned beverage touting
its adaptogenic qualities.

But the appeal for
consumers goes beyond
smart marketing and
playful design. The adap-
togenic drink market is
booming, as research
shows that young people
are less interested in
alcohol and seek healthy
alternatives. (Gen Z
drink 20% less than
millennials, which is
perhaps why Anheuser-
Busch InBev projects
one-fifth of its sales to be
from non- and low-alco-
hol beers by 2025.) The
global market for these
beverages is set to reach
$1.2282 billion by 2024,
with the projected valua-
tion increasing to $2.4168
billion in 10 years.

A TikTok video from
last fall that highlights
different types of adapto-
genic drinks has been
viewed more than 1.2
million times. In the
comments, viewers ask
where they can buy them
and share their experi-
ences. 

“I love these drinks,”
one user writes. “I have
horrible anxiety and
some of them calm me
and make me feel warm
and fuzzy lol.”

Though adaptogenic
drinks are relatively new
to Western consumers,
the term “adaptogen” has
been around since 1947,
when it was coined by
Soviet scientist Nikolai
Lazarev, who was search-
ing for stimulating sub-
stances during the Cold
War.

“Adaptogens are made
from herbs, roots, and
other plant materials
that may help our bodies
deal with and manage
stress or restore homeo-
stasis after stressful
situations,” said Dana
Ellis Hunnes, a senior
clinical dietitian at UCLA
Medical Center and as-
sistant professor at
UCLA Fielding School of
Public Health, in an
email. “Some of these
stressors can be physical
(a small burn), physiolog-
ical (burnout from work
and the toll that takes on
our bodies) or psycholo-
gical (emotional stress).”

Examples of common
adaptogens are ingredi-
ents like rhodiola (a root
promoted to increase
stamina), ashwagandha
(a shrub promoted to
reduce stress and fa-

tigue), licorice and reishi
mushrooms, which 
have been used as tradi-
tional Chinese and Ayur-
vedic medicines for cen-
turies.

Today, those same
ingredients are showing
up in adaptogenic sup-
plements and beverages,
but their medical value is
debated. The Food and
Drug Administration
categorizes adaptogens
as supplements; thus
they are not regulated the
same way drugs are. For
that reason, it’s hard for
medical experts to make
blanket statements
about their efficiency or
even their safety.

“It’s unknown whether
the dose that most peo-
ple can buy of adaptogens
on the market are high
enough to produce a
medicinal effect,” Ellis
said. “So, what you think
you’re buying may not
actually contain as much
[or may sometimes con-
tain more] than you
think.”

Depending on the
person, some adaptogens
may cause nausea and
stomach problems.
(Those who are taking
specific medications,
pregnant or breast-
feeding should first seek
guidance from their
healthcare provider
before consuming 
them.) 

Clarity about adapto-
gens’ efficacy is further

muddled due to the fact
that most research on
these ingredients comes
from animal or in-vitro
studies that Nicholas B.
Tiller, a senior researcher
at the Institute of Respi-
ratory Medicine & Exer-
cise Physiology, noted in
an email “are not neces-
sarily applicable to the
real world.”

“The few human stud-
ies [on adaptogens] are
largely disappointing,” he
said. “It’s going to require
a lot more high-quality
evidence before these
herbs and other natural
products are extensively
incorporated into medi-
cal practice.”

But do most adapto-
genic drink consumers
see these beverages as
explicitly medicinal, or
are they simply weighing
their options and picking

something less altering
than a beer and more
novel than a seltzer?

“When we initially
opened our doors [in
2021], a lot of customers
asked, ‘What’s the point?’
and had a difficult time
wrapping their heads
around why anyone
would want a cocktail
without alcohol,” said
Jillian Barkley, Soft
Spirits founder and chief
executive, in an email.
She found these bever-
ages — although harder
to acquire back then —
hugely helpful when she
stopped drinking five
years ago.

“For those folks, the
possibility of a physical
effect tends to be entic-
ing,” she said. “‘So you’re
telling me I can drink this
nightcap and it will help
me feel relaxed, but I
won’t be intoxicated?’
Yep!”

Nikita Walia, brand
strategist and founder

and chief executive of
BLANK, thinks the
popularity of adapto-
genic beverages will only
gain more steam with
consumers as our culture
puts a higher premium
on health and wellness.

“Having a beverage
that is a social tonic,
well-branded and aes-
thetically pleasing as a
stand-in for alcohol, is a
perfect substitute,” Walia
said in an email. 

That many of these
drinks are expensive and
seen as luxury items, she
said, only adds to their
appeal. “Shopping at
Erewhon and buying Kin
makes you a part of a
certain in-crowd, and
people are seeking be-
longing.”

In other words,
whether adaptogenic
drinks can actually ele-
vate your mood might
not matter — as long as
they can elevate your
social status.

LICORICE ROOT

and reishi mush-
room, below left,
are among adap-
togenic ingredi-
ents used in bev-
erages such as De
Soi, below right.
Bonbuz Bitter-
sweet Citron,
above, contains
citrus, ginger and
gentian as well as
pyridoxine-HCL, 
a vitamin B-6. 

Rebecca Peloquin For The Times

ADAPTOGENS

GET LOTS OF

HYPE. IS THE

BUZZ TRUE?
IT MAY BE SUFFICIENT THAT THE

NEW BEVERAGE CATEGORY OFFERS

AN OPTION FOR SOBRIETY SEEKERS

BY ALANA HOPE LEVINSON
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Emanuel Hahn For The Times

RT AND JESSICA MARTINEZ
never imagined they’d own a home in the Valley. Their Silver Lake
condo suited their urban lifestyle: strolling around the reservoir, walk-
ing to the local grocery store and frequenting their favorite tiki bar,
Tiki-Ti. ¶However, the pandemic made them rethink everything.
Trapped at home, they dreamed of a single-family house with outdoor
space to entertain friends and eventually start a family. ¶After months
of searching, they stumbled upon a 1953 ranch house in Van Nuys de-
signed by modernist architect Kenneth Lind. They saw an opportunity
to enjoy more space, restore the home’s original midcentury charm and
add personal touches to make it their own. ¶ “I had a hunch,” Jessica
says, recalling the showing. “As soon as you come in the front door and
see the way that this house opens up into this yard and all of the light
that pours in, I feel like it’s immediate.”

They learned that Lind
designed the home for Mel
Sloan, a USC School of Cin-
ematic Arts professor, and his
wife, Rita, who raised their
three children there. The Mar-
tinezes felt a connection; Art is
a podcaster and Jessica is a
feminist scholar and a lecturer
in a gender studies program.

Despite being sure this was
“the one,” the couple also wor-
ried they were in over their
heads. The 1,881-square-foot
home, with three bedrooms, two
and a half baths and a 576-
square-foot detached studio,
would require significant resto-
ration. The lot was also 10,322
square feet with overgrown
plants.

The couple wrote a heartfelt
letter to the sellers (the Sloans’
children), won a bidding war
and purchased the property for

$1.05 million. Then they envi-
sioned their new life in Van
Nuys: a backyard pool, a home
gym in the studio and space to
entertain.

During the inspection pe-
riod, a neighbor on Nextdoor
tipped them off to interior de-
signer Jared Frank, whose
clients include musician Reggie
Watts, actor Matthew Gubler
and filmmaker Jon Watts.

“There was a spark, and he
affirmed for us a shared logic
about how to approach a reno-
vation,” Jessica says of Frank.

Frank explained that if they
were going to buy this home,
they needed to respect the
architecture and its history.
They would find period-appro-
priate finishes, and it would
take time. The Martinezes also
expressed a love for Tiki-Ti to
Frank, who began to think

about how to bring a version of
it into the home.

Escrow closed, and Frank
got to work the day the Mar-
tinezes got the keys. From then,
it took four and a half months
for the Martinezes to move in.
The restoration, which ended
up costing $150,000, included
updating plumbing and electri-
cal systems and replacing the
roof, which was a lasagna of old
roofs stacked on top of one
another. Meanwhile, the Mar-
tinezes and Frank made an-
choring choices fast, choosing
the wood beam ceiling paint
color, floors and appliances, for
example, knowing it would take
a while for the products to arrive
thanks to especially protracted
supply chain issues and high
demand due to the pandemic
renovation bubble.

Unlike many midcentury
renovations, the Martinezes
took down no walls. Because the
home was already a fairly open
floor plan and it surrounded the
yard with a lot of light coming
in, they felt it unnecessary.

The contractor asked if they
wanted to move the washer and
dryer to a different space in the
home or enclose them to hide
them. Jessica drew upon her
work as a feminist scholar,
remembering how life-altering
these machines were in the
1950s. She kept them at the
center of the home as a way of
acknowledging the past.

In the living room, Frank
(who is also a furniture de-
signer) drew an 18-foot, custom-
built couch that evokes the
glamour of the midcentury era.
Tables, pendants and sconces
came from online sellers includ-
ing 1stDibs, Chairish and Etsy,
sometimes shipped from over-
seas.

Frank even gave the couple
their own in-house tiki bar to
stand in for Tiki-Ti. In the entry-
way alcove, he used tropical-
patterned grasscloth wallpaper
and 1960s glass pendants to
display the couple’s barware
and Tiki-Ti memorabilia.

In the kitchen, bold-hued
Big Chill appliances from the
1950s-inspired Retro Collection
continue the throwback vibe. A
cozy nook anchored by period-
appropriate chairs and a break-
fast table has become a favorite
spot for the Martinezes to play
“a good meaty board game” like
Betrayal.

Outside, Frank designed a
pool that began behind the
detached studio (which the
Martinezes turned into a home
gym), curving around to what
they affectionately call “the
meadow.” Here, they planted a
drought-resistant mix of Cali-
fornia dune grass, mondo grass
and poppies alongside the
former owners’ birds of para-
dise, pink camellias and pineap-

ple guava tree. Frank tapped
L.A. painter Jessalyn Brooks to
paint a colorful mural on the
cinderblock wall backdropping
the pool.

“It was incredibly fulfilling to
restore a piece of architecture
back to its original glory while
reimagining it for my clients’
specific needs and desires,” says
Frank.

After the Martinezes moved
in, they received a letter from
one of the original owners’ sons
regarding the property’s Japa-
nese maple trees.

“He said, ‘I hope that you’ll
make the house your own in
every way, but I’m secretly
hoping you’ll keep those trees
because they were a gift from
my dad to my mom,’ ” Jessica
remembers.

Ever the stewards, just as
they’d discussed with Frank on
day one, the Martinezes have
had three arborists treat the
maples for bark beetles and
bacteria in the soil. “We have
taken it seriously that we were
entrusted to take care of Rita’s
trees,” Jessica says.

And despite the initial con-
cerns about supermarket prox-
imity, Art still finds himself
walking to theirs. It’s not across
the street anymore, but the
couple is finding meaning in
talking to neighbors about
gardening — something they
never did in Silver Lake. In
October, the couple found out
that their first child soon will
join the family, which includes a
chihuahua and a cocker spaniel
mix rescue dog.

“It’s going to be a very happy
summer,” Jessica says. “We are
so excited to experience this
much-anticipated transition in
the comfort and beauty of this
home.”

DESIGNER Jared Frank
updated the Van Nuys
house with Midcentury
Modern touches, includ-
ing vintage-style appli-
ances and a poolside
mural. Jessica and Art
Martinez at home, below.

Adding a tiki touch to a
midcentury Valley home
A SILVER LAKE COUPLE RESTORED A VAN NUYS RANCH WITHOUT LOSING THEIR OWN STYLE 

BY STACY SUAYA
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S YOU DRIVE through some of the state’s most storied
agricultural land, a few hours north of the Bay Area, you’ll
zoom past fields full of plants straining under the weight of
their almost-ready-to-harvest bounty. After checking into
your boutique hotel, you’ll get to sample some of the local
flavor and watch the setting sun. The next day, you might
explore some of the region’s historic spots. Or maybe you’ll

attend a friend’s wedding on a ranch next to a working farm. ¶At the
end of the weekend, you’ll drive home with some of the local wares and
likely a deep emotional connection to the place you just visited. That
may sound like a classic wine country excursion in the Napa or So-
noma valleys, but what if you swapped in pot plants for grape vines
and consumption lounges for tasting rooms? What would a weed
head’s version of the wine enthusiast weekend look like?

To find out, I headed to
Mendocino County, one of three
counties that make up Cali-
fornia’s famed Emerald Trian-
gle, the historic cannabis-grow-
ing region of the state since the
1960s. (It’s roughly triangle-
shaped, with corners of its wide
base in Humboldt and Trinity
counties.) The Emerald Trian-
gle turns out to be the perfect
place to court canna-tourists
the wine country way.

As the southernmost point
of that triangle, Mendocino
County has a bonus. It’s much
closer to major population
centers such as San Francisco
(about 110 miles) than Hum-
boldt or Trinity counties (270-
plus miles). It’s also home to the
15-mile-long Anderson Valley,
whose warm days, cool nights
and maritime fog close to the
coast make for top-notch pinot
noirs and, according to the
region’s cannabis farmers, give
the sun-grown herb here a
distinctive terroir.

As a visitor might quickly
discover, smaller cultivators are
favored over industrial-size
farms here, and the county
tourism commission actively
courts the budding canna-
tourism market. Mendocino
County has emerged as one of
the best places to explore craft
cannabis the way folks have
long adventured their way
through wine country. 

If you’re looking for an alter-
native adult getaway any time
of year (though the pot plants
are bigger closer to harvest in
the fall), make sure the places
listed here are high on your list
of Mendocino County must-
visits. Just remember, if you’re
going to smoke up along the
way, pick a designated driver.

DRIVE THE

CANNABIS TRAIL

Created in the spirit of the
state’s Wine Road and Cheese
Trail, which provide self-moti-
vated visitors with a rough DIY
points-of-interest itinerary, the
Cannabis Trail offers special
plaques that highlight some of
the people, places and seminal
moments in the history of the
marijuana movement. 

The entirety of the trail
includes more than two dozen
monuments, cultural land-
marks and points of interest
stretching across nine counties,
with a handful of stops in Men-
docino County. These include
Area 101 in Laytonville ( birth-
place of the 20-year-old Emer-
ald Cup cannabis competition)
and the Plantshop dispensary
in Ukiah (where a plaque com-
memorates the back-to-the-
land movement of the 1970s). 

Although the Trail isn’t
exactly a new effort (it was
launched nearly a decade ago
by cannabis travel consultant
Brian Applegarth), its partner-
ship with tourism boards that

highlight stops in Mendocino
and Humboldt counties and
Oakland is. And that’s a result
of increased cannabis-related
tourism, says Visit Mendocino
County’s executive director,
Ramon Jimenez.

“Since leisure-use cannabis
legalization, Mendocino County
tourism has seen a constant
uptick in visitors, about 60%
more annually since 2017 [based
on Transient Occupancy Tax
collections],” said Jimenez. “As
travelers become more educat-
ed, they want to move past the
lounges and dispensaries to an
authentic place of source. ...
This growth has spurred a new
co-op between Visit Oakland,
Visit Mendocino County and
Humboldt County Visitors
Bureau [focusing] on the Can-
nabis Trail.”

WATCH HASH 

GET MADE

One of the fun things about
touring a winery is getting to see
some of that behind-the-scenes
magic before you hit the tasting
room: the immense stainless
steel vats, the wooden barrels
stacked floor to ceiling, the
bottles clattering along an
assembly line. 

Mendocino’s weed country
has its own version of that —
kind of — at Heritage Hash Co.
(1076 Cunningham St., Ukiah,
heritage-mendocino.com).
That’s where, inside a corru-
gated metal and weathered
wood building, you’ll find a
full-service multibrand dispen-
sary heavy on local wares.
That’s also where you’ll find a
square, wood-framed window
that allows you to watch sol-
ventless hash being made by
hand on-site in what looks like a
cross between an industrial
kitchen and Willy Wonka’s
chocolate factory. Only instead
of Oompa Loompas, it’s white-
coated hash makers stirring
cauldrons with comically large
paddles, squeezing rosin in
presses and pulling gooey strips
of freshly made concentrate like
saltwater taffy. (And, yes, just in
case you were curious, there are
plenty of immense stainless
steel vats involved here too.)

And because Heritage,
which bills itself as the world’s
first public hashery, happens to
also be permitted for on-site
consumption, you can lean
further into the tasting-room
vibe by buying some of what the
brand makes (extracts that
range from $25 to $65 a gram)
behind that magical window
and trying it before you head
out. (But only if someone else is
behind the wheel.)

WEED-FRIENDLY

WEDDING

If your dream wedding involves
saying “I do” complete with a
joint-rolling bar at the reception

and a tour of the working weed
farm next door, you’d be hard-
pressed to find a better setup
than the one at Yokayo Ranch
(800 Hensley Creek Road,
Ukiah, yokayoranch
.com). That’s where Rachel
Powell has been booking nug-
filled nuptials along with other
weed-friendly events since
deciding to embrace the canna-
bis tourism culture in 2019. 

“We get people from all over,”
Powell said. “But most of our
clients are from San Francisco
and L.A. and they’re much more
interested in the cannabis
[aspect]. We realized that it can
really play to our strengths. For
example, a lot of our people
want to have cannabis bars
versus alcohol [bars].”

The property, which can
accommodate about 45
overnight guests, consists of a
1920s-era main house, a cluster
of cabins, nine glamping tents
(each with a queen bed) and an
outdoor ceremony space, all on
a hillside high above Mendocino
Grasslands. That’s the neigh-
boring weed farm run by Pow-
ell’s brother, Ian. 

“When people come to stay
for a wedding, we let them know
there’s also a farm and we’d be
happy to give them a farm tour,”

she said. “And every group
wants a farm tour.” 

The brother-sister duo hope
to eventually expand the farm-
tour offerings to the general
public. Right now, they’re
mostly arranged for guests who
are renting the Yokayo Ranch
venue. 

“We’d like to offer tours that
can be booked directly through
Mendocino Grasslands,” Powell
said. “And they would end with
a farm dinner where people
break bread in this really beau-
tiful place where they’re sur-
rounded by food, flowers and
cannabis — all of these things
that come from the ground.” 

She added that the ultimate
goal is to source everything for
these meals (“right down to the
quinoa”) from within 25 miles of
the farm. 

Wedding event packages,
which include two nights of
lodging for up to 29 people, start
at around $20,000. If you’re not
tying the knot but want to rent
the whole place, you and your
buds can plan on $2,400 to
$3,500 per night with a two-
night minimum.

CHECK INTO 

THE MADRONES

If you’ve got the bandwidth to
visit only a single Mendocino
County destination — or simply
want to see what a fully realized
weed-country-is-the-new-wine-
country world can look like —
blaze a trail down the Anderson
Valley Highway to the Ma-
drones with its on-site dispen-

sary (9000 Highway 128, Philo, 
themadrones.comand the
bohemianchemist.com).

A Mediterranean-meets-
rustic-California compound
bordered by a vineyard on two
sides and dense forest on anoth-
er, it’s the creation of partners
(in business and life) Jim Rob-
erts and Brian Adkinson. The
boutique property includes a
nine-room hotel (rooms, which
accommodate two to four peo-
ple each, start at $285), an on-
site restaurant specializing in
wood-fired fare (the Wickson)
and two winery tasting rooms
(Long Meadow Ranch and
Wentworth Vineyards). A bottle
cork’s toss down the road is
another cluster of cabins and a
wedding venue surrounded by
redwood trees (the Brambles).
Also, keep a look out for the
ghost-white cat named Blanche
roaming the grounds.

What makes the place of
special interest is a tiny shop
just to the right of the front
door. Called the Bohemian
Chemist, it’s a dispensary with
the vibe of an Art Deco apothe-
cary. Its glass and wooden
cabinets and display cases are
stocked with cannabis products
and accouterments, both heavy
on the local offerings. 

The shop’s namesake brand
is sourced (mostly) from the
owners’ Sugar Hill Farm just
down the road; uncommon
cultivars of sun-grown herb
with names like Swazi Gold or
Big Sur Holy Weed that even the
most seasoned weed head prob-
ably hasn’t laid eyes (or lungs)
on. 

Its focus on rare cultivars
has earned it a cultural land-
mark stop on the Cannabis
Trail.

Other local brands on the
shelves crammed with bell jars
and vintage microscopes in-
clude packets of Anderson
Valley Reserve flower, hash and
live rosin badder from Heritage
Hash Co. Locally made para-
phernalia options include glass
pipes from CoolHandSuuze and
an exclusive edition of the Proto
Pipe, the Swiss Army knife of
pot pipes, made just about 50
miles up the road in Willits. 

Customers who avail them-
selves of the shop’s cannabis
can decamp to a small outdoor
patio space by the hotel’s gift
shop and consume their locally
grown goods while gazing out at
the rows of grapes in Golden-
eye’s vineyard next door. If your
visit happens to fall between
late May and late October, this
is where you’ll find a seasonal
third-Sunday-of-the-month
cannabis farmers marketplace
offering a showcase of local
legacy brands. (The full calen-
dar and additional information
can be found on the Madrones’
website.)

Roberts and Adkinson, who
had been growing cannabis
legally on their farm since 2016
(under the state’s pre-Pro-
position 64 medical marijuana
law), opened the hotel property
in 2010 and then the dispensary
in June 2020 after being directly
inspired by the wine tourism
business model.

“The retail part stemmed
from the fact that we would
have visitors who wanted to
purchase cannabis, and we’d
have to send them up to Ukiah,”
Adkinson said.

“We had this crop growing,”
added Roberts. “And we’re
thinking, ‘What’s going to be the
best way to actually get it to
market?’ And we looked around
at all these little wineries that
are on our property and
thought the best model would
be to do something like they did.
They sell [wine] at the tasting
rooms. They have [wine] clubs
and they have bottle shops. We
knew that those three pillars
provide a pretty strong founda-
tion for a small winery, and we
figured the same thing could
happen with cannabis. So we
got a micro-business license
that allowed us to do all three of
those things.”

The couple says the canna-
bis side of their business isn’t
immune from the challenges
facing the rest of the state’s
legal weed business, such as
regulations, high taxes and a
thriving illicit market. But
approaching their business like
the small wineries that sur-
round them has paid off.

“We’re not exactly making a
killing,” Roberts said. “But
[2023] was a hard hotel year
because of all the weather inci-
dents, and the cannabis busi-
ness actually floated the hotel
business. And it had been the
other way around as a startup.”

With almost four years under
their belt of running the only
dispensary in Anderson Valley,
the couple has discovered that
catering to wine country and
weed country visitors has a
certain synergy, specifically
that their best sales day of the
year isn’t on 4/20 or the day
before Thanksgiving. It’s during
the annual Anderson Valley
Pinot Noir Festival, held the
third weekend of May each year.

“It’s typically something like
this,” Roberts said. “A woman
will come into the Bohemian
Chemist and say, ‘My husband
loves wine, but I don’t really
care for it that much. But now
we can both be happy because I
love cannabis.’ ”

Illustrations by Luke McGarry For The Times

RED, WHITE AND GREEN ALL OVER 
FROM DRIVING TOURS TO POT-FRIENDLY WEDDING VENUES, MENDOCINO COUNTY IS

SERVING UP WEED THE WINE COUNTRY WAY FOR THE CANNA-CURIOUS. BY ADAM TSCHORN

WATCH hash being
made on-site through
the window, far right,
at Heritage Hash Co.
in Ukiah, Calif.

Ashley Jones

MENDOCINO COUNTY, Calif. 
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EW YORK CITY has the Empire State
Building, Hollywood has cutout letters
strung across a hillside, and Santa Monica
has its pier: a single, focus-pulling element
that looms large in the public conscious-
ness. So large, in fact, that it attracts an
estimated 10 million tourists a year. Some
come to ride the world’s only solar-

powered, LED-covered Ferris wheel. Others come to complete a pil-
grimage that began in Chicago — reaching the western terminus of
historic Route 66. ¶But there’s more to the roughly 8.3-square-mile city
than that 1,651 feet of wood jutting out into the Pacific Ocean — much,
much more. If you let your gaze wander away from the Ferris wheel,
past the stretch of sand next to it and inland from the endless blue
ocean, you’ll discover that the city at the end of the Mother Road was
also at the beginning of aviation history. And, if you have the right
guide, you might just find yourself collecting mermaids in a nautically
themed bar, swimming in a pool designed by Julia Morgan for William
Randolph Hearst, or catching a stand-up comedy set by kids. 

That’s not to say you should
skip a trip to the fabled Santa
Monica Pier. Far from it. Espe-
cially if you’ve never done it
before. Like Times Square in
New York, it’s the kind of teem-
ing tourist throng everyone
(except, perhaps, the severely
agoraphobic) should experience
at least once. Pause under the
iconic archway (take a selfie or it
didn’t happen). Seek out the
End of the Trail Route 66 marker
out on the pier (the long-decom-
missioned historic highway
technically ended at the inter-
section of Lincoln and Olympic
boulevards). While you’re there,
get your amusement-park fix at
Pacific Park. If a stroll is more
your style, then seek out Ocean
Front Walk instead.

But only do it after you’ve
made a promise to yourself. A
promise that, once you’ve given
in to the pier pressure, once
you’ve spent some time in the
tourist catch basin at the foot of
Colorado Boulevard, you’ll give
the rest of Santa Monica its due
by roaming farther afield and
digging in a little deeper. 

If you do, we’ll promise you
something in exchange: Next
time you head off to explore
Santa Monica, the pier won’t
loom quite as large and what
once seemed like the end of a
fabled road is actually the begin-
ning of an adventure. 
— Adam Tschorn

Grab breakfast the way

it’s been since 1958 at

Rae’s Restaurant
A simple recipe for starting any
day right: Head to this tiny diner
that’s been a local fixture for
nearly 70 years. Grab a seat at
one of the 18 counter seats (or, if
your party is larger than one,
plop down in one of the dozen
booths). Order a cup of steam-
ing hot joe and order some
breakfast. Maybe you’ll gravi-
tate toward the 2 + 2 + 2 (two
eggs, two pancakes and either
two strips of bacon or two sau-
sages). Perhaps you’ve got the
chicken-fried steak in your
sights. Or maybe the buttermilk
biscuits and country gravy —
presented like a bowl of peppery
chowder — is more your speed.
Whatever it is, if you’re expect-
ing classic diner fare you won’t
leave disappointed. Or hungry. 

Longtime readers of The
Times might be familiar with
Rae’s, which was most recently
featured in a guide to classic
local diners in 2022. The only
thing that’s changed since then
(or 1958, really) is that the old
metal cash register is gone and
the once famously cash-only
diner now accepts credit cards. 

From where I’m sitting — at
the counter on a well-worn blue
upholstered stool — the day
doesn’t start much better than
that. — Adam Tschorn
l 2901 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica,
(424) 272-9016, raesdinersm.com

Summer like a silent film

star at the Annenberg

Community Beach House
In the 1920s, newspaper mag-
nate William Randolph Hearst
snapped up 15 beach lots on this
narrow sliver of land between

the Pacific Coast Highway and
Santa Monica State Beach and
built a love nest for his mistress,
silent-film actor Marion Davies.
At its height, the compound
included a William Flannery-
designed Georgian Revival
main house and four other
homes, boasting a total of 110
bedrooms and 55 bathrooms.
Residents and guests were
tended to by a retinue of 30
full-time servants. 

Today, the property is owned
by the state and leased to the
city of Santa Monica. It is home
to a beachside facility that in-
cludes volleyball courts, chang-
ing rooms and a community
events space. While most of the
evidence of that era is long gone,
two things remain: a single
building — known as the Guest
House — and an elaborately
tiled pool, both designed by
famed architect Julia Morgan.
The former is open for tours
(free, Friday through Monday,
noon to 2 p.m.), but it’s the latter
that makes this the ideal place
to head to for a you-can-have-it-
all beach excursion between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.

That’s because, if you’re
lucky enough to score a $10 pool
pass (sold only in person on a
first-come, first-served basis,

and you’ll shell out another $12
to park all day), you’ll have
access to the very same pool
where Davies hosted the likes of
Charlie Chaplin, restored to its
Gold Coast glory, complete with
green and white marble deck-
ing, mosaic pool-bottom tiles
and an exquisite hand-painted
decorative fish motif. What
makes this a clutch place to post
up is that, should you wish to
leave your lounger in the lap of
luxury — even briefly — you’re
just steps from the sand and a
few more steps from the Pacific
Ocean. It’s the best of both
worlds. No affair with a news-
paper magnate required. — A.T.
l 415 Pacific Coast Highway,
Santa Monica, (310) 458-4904,
annenbergbeachhouse.com

Add to your mermaid

collection at the Galley

restaurant and bar
This nautical-themed hole in
the wall, which opened in 1934, is
believed to be the oldest in
Santa Monica and is visual
comfort food at its finest. From
the constellation of year-round
Christmas lights covering the
ceiling to the sawdust on the
floors and every puffer fish,
ship’s wheel, fishing net and
rusted lantern in between, it
feels like a safe haven, a reliable,
never-changing friendly port of
call tricked out in bamboo,
starfish and life preservers.
(How never-changing? Some of
the decor is nearly as old as the
restaurant itself, having come
from the 1935 film “Mutiny on
the Bounty”).

Some pop in for the nightly 

5 to 7 p.m. happy hours. Others
come seeking a solid steak (you
can’t go wrong with the 14-ounce
New York strip — ask for
peppercorn) or the salad dress-
ing with a backstory (it involves
the restaurant’s purchase by its
current owner). For me it’s
about collecting mermaids —
the tiny colorful, plastic ones
that arrive at the table with
their elbows over the rim of your
Mai Tai (or martini or Manhat-
tan) like a hot-tubbing house
guest, a cherry or olive skewered
upon her tail. I cherish these
mermaids, usually hanging one
in a front shirt pocket or tucking
her through the buttonhole on
my lapel as I head out the door.
When I get home, I add them
(there are usually two — I don’t
like them to be lonely) to the
candy-colored collection on the
corner of my desk. Whenever I
find myself in the doldrums, I
just pick one up and try to re-
member how she ended up here.
How I traveled back in time,
how I set sail without weighing
anchor and how I found my sea
legs in that magical place be-
yond the porthole windows
where the Christmas lights are
always up, the sawdust is always
down and the ship’s wheel is
always in my hands. — A.T.
l 2442 Main St., Santa Monica,
(310) 452-1934, thegalley
restaurant.net

Take a Wes

Anderson-worthy

staycation at the Georgian
Even on the visually cluttered,
traffic-clogged, pier-adjacent
main drag, this jewel box of a
hotel stands out thanks to its
unabashedly Wes Anderson
aesthetic: bellmen in crisp
pastel uniforms and matching
pillbox hats, boldly striped
awnings and a facade in a shade
of turquoise that plays perfectly
off the setting sun over the
Pacific. Built in 1933 and re-
cently restored to its former
glory, this eight-story hotel is an

Art Deco delight that’s worth
checking out even if you’re not
checking in. 

Just inside the front door you
can grab a cocktail or a glass of
Champagne at a horseshoe-
shaped bar appointed in emer-
ald quartzite. Toward the back
you can browse the Library
Lounge (curated by Arcana:
Books on the Arts) or the art-
work on display in the on-site
Gallery 33. (A recent visit found
the walls hung with paintings by
Alexandria Hilfiger, daughter of
fashion designer Tommy Hil-
figer.) Dining options include a
breezy front patio or a dark,
subterranean speakeasy spot. 

If you do decide to spend the
night (rooms start at $509,
suites at $870), consider a suite if
only because the built-in, floor-
to-ceiling bars in each of them
have the most indulgent four
buttons this side of Willy
Wonka’s great glass elevator.
Above each brass button is a
label (“Champagne,” “Book
Club,” “Dessert” and “The Usu-
al”) that, when pressed, sum-
mons a room-service delivery of
said item. (“The Usual,” set up
during check-in, can be any-
thing you’ve specified — per-
haps an extra-dirty martini or
the local newspaper.) — A.T.
l1415 Ocean Ave., Santa Moni-
ca, (310) 395-9945, thegeorgian
.com

Enjoy an urban oasis 

at Douglas Park

All of one block wide and
wedged between a pickleball
outfitter and a Del Taco on a
bustling stretch of Wilshire
Boulevard, this is an easy park
to overlook — especially if the
ocean is beckoning barely two
miles away. But once you’ve
spent even a few minutes ex-
ploring this urban oasis, you’ll
find it impossible to forget,
thanks to the way it slopes
gently uphill away from a flat,
neatly manicured lawn bowling
green fronting Wilshire to paths

THE OCEANFRONT

Annenberg Communi-
ty Beach House, clock-
wise from top; Cha Cha
Chicken, in this spot
since 1996; relaxing in
Douglas Park.

Santa
Monica, a
seaside star
SURE, THE PIER IS POPULAR. BUT THERE’S

SO MUCH MORE TO THIS BEACHY CITY

BY ADAM TSCHORN AND SONAIYA KELLEY

Get to know Los Angeles
through the places that

bring it to life. From
restaurants to shops to
outdoor spaces, here’s
what to discover now. 
Read all the guides at

latimes.com/the-place.

What’s included

in this guide

Anyone who’s lived in a
major metropolis can tell

you that neighborhoods are
a tricky thing. They’re

eternally malleable and
evoke sociological

questions around how we
place our homes, our

neighbors and our
communities within a wider

tapestry. In the name of
neighborly generosity, we
included gems that may

linger outside of technical
parameters. Instead of

leaning into stark
definitions, we hope to

celebrate all of the places
that make us

love where we live.

Kendra Frankle For The Times
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meandering upward past ma-
jestic trees toward playground
equipment and tennis courts in
the back. 

Giving the park a particu-
larly tranquil feel is its focus-
pulling waterscape: three man-
made ponds and a gently gur-
gling waterfall connected by
meandering streams. Consid-
ered the largest municipal pond
in the country, and dating to
1931, it feels barely bigger than a
Beverly Hills hotel pool but
teems with wildlife; ducks pad-
dling serenely on the surface, a
dole of turtles sunning on a
grassy outcropping and
hummingbirds flitting about on
a never-ending hunt for nectar.
A sign posted nearby explains
the presence of some of those
ducks and turtles: They’re
illegally abandoned pets that
have since become part of the
urban-meets-nature ecosystem.
(The sign discourages folks
from feeding the animals, which,
judging from the slice of white
bread floating in one of the
ponds on a recent visit, may be
an oft-ignored plea.)

Two things to note for first-
time visitors: First, even though
the park is open to the public,
the fenced-in bowling green
part is not. It’s overseen by the
Santa Monica Bowls Club
(which will happily offer a free
lesson to anyone interested in
exploring the sport). Second,
before you leave, be sure to
check out the plaque installed
at the southwestern corner of
the park barely a bean-and-
cheese burrito’s toss away from
Del Taco’s front door. That’s
where you’ll learn about the
park’s namesake and place in
aviation history: It’s named for
Donald Douglas, who opened an
aircraft factory in the site in the
1920s that would build the first
planes to circumnavigate the
globe in 1924. — A.T.
l 2439 Wilshire Blvd., Santa
Monica, (310) 458-8411, santa
monica.gov/places/parks
/douglas-park

Enjoy chaos-free 

culture at Bergamot

Station Arts Center

Because it’s tucked away at the
dead end of Michigan Avenue a
couple of tight right turns just
off the 10 Freeway, you’re not
likely to discover this former rail
yard turned creative arts com-
plex by accident (unless maybe
you’ve overshot the valet stand
en route to Birdie G’s). Which is
too bad, because it’s a welcome
respite from the pedestrian-
clogged chaos closer to the pier. 

The city-owned, privately
managed complex, which turns
30 this year, is best known for
the deep bench of art galleries
(19 as of this writing) and as-
sorted art exhibitions and in-
stallations that call the funky
chic cluster of corrugated-steel-
clad warehouses home. But it’s
worth making a beeline (or
taking Metro’s E Line, which
stops here) even if you’re not
browsing for wall candy. That’s
because the offerings here also
include a low-key place to grab
an outdoor bite to eat (Le Great
Outdoor), polish your screen-
play (Writers Boot Camp),
catch a Pinter play (at City
Garage Theatre, which has
made its home here since 2010)
or shop for an artsy gift (at Our
Gallery Store, adjacent to Lois
Lambert Gallery and the Gal-
lery of Functional Art).

More recently, the center has
become a destination for live
laughs thanks to 2-year-old
comedy club the Crow. In addi-
tion to featuring traditional
stand-up sets by the kind of
funny folk you’d recognize from
Netflix, HBO or Comedy Cen-
tral, the Crow’s programming
includes Comedy Confessional
(secrets are anonymously col-
lected from the audience and
worked into comedy acts), Read
the Room (comedy show meets
tarot reading) and comedy
showcases for kids. — A.T.
l 2525 Michigan Ave., Santa
Monica, bergamotstation.com

Explore Santa Monica’s

role in early aviation at

the Museum of Flying

The nose section of a FedEx
delivery plane jutting out of the
side of a hangar-like building. A
red, white and blue DC-3 held
aloft on a concrete pedestal. A
cluster of fighter jets in a park-
ing lot. These aircraft, as eye-
catching as they are, merely hint
at the collection of winged won-
derment to be found just inside
the corrugated metal façade of
this museum located at Santa
Monica Airport. Arranged
roughly chronologically from
the Wright brothers’ early flight
to space travel, the collection in
the two-story space (built on
the collection of Douglas Air-
craft Co. founder Donald W.
Douglas Sr.) is a hodgepodge of
artifacts, movie props (several
from “Night at the Museum:
Battle of the Smithsonian”) and
who’s who of American flight. 

Its strongest suit is showcas-
ing Southern California’s — and
Santa Monica’s in particular —
contributions to aviation. These
include Douglas building the
first planes to circle the globe (in
what’s now a park just off
Wilshire Boulevard) and churn-
ing out 90% of the world’s com-
mercial aircraft from 1935 to
1957. One exhibit explains how a
Douglas factory in Santa Moni-
ca was camouflaged as a fake
town to protect it from aerial
attacks during World War II.
Another consists of a slender
plank of wood in a glass case
that looks unremarkable —
until you realize you’re staring
at a piece of Howard Hughes’
famed H-4 Hercules, better
known as the Spruce Goose. It
was, you’ll discover from the
accompanying text, actually
made of birch. You’ll even be
able to peer into the cockpit of a
Boeing 727 once used by Federal
Express (that’s the nose section
that appears to be taxiing
toward Airport Avenue). 

You can breeze through in

less than an hour or while away
an entire afternoon. It all de-
pends on two things. The first is
how much you’re into aviation
history. The second is whether
you swing by on one of the select
Sundays that the blue and
yellow gondola-shaped
MaxFlight simulator is op-
erating ($8 in addition to the $10
museum entrance fee; call
ahead to make sure it’s up and
running). One of the museum’s
big draws, it can put you in the
virtual pilot seat for pleasure
flights or aerial combat sorties
alike. — A.T.
l 3100 Airport Ave., Santa Moni-
ca, (310) 398-2500, museumof
flying.org

Take a retro retail romp

through the Brentwood

Country Mart
Upscale shopping meets nostal-
gic longing at this 76-year-old
high-end plaza that abuts Santa
Monica’s eastern border just
south of San Vicente Boulevard.
Part of that has to do with the
look — a red-and-white barn-
like façade fresh out of May-
berry, two courtyard areas full of
gleaming white, umbrella-
shaded picnic tables and the
occasional coin-operated toy
horse that you probably
thought went the way of the
landline phone. But a lot of it
has to do with a retail mix that’s
Fred Segal by way of Garrison
Keillor: a barbershop (Lloyd’s)
where kids sit patiently getting
their hair cut, the window dis-
play at the toy store (Toy Crazy)
includes an honest-to-goodness
board game (and Candyland at
that) and the men’s haberdash-
er (Sid Mashburn) has a full-
service tailor shop upstairs and
boxes of home-cooked Virginia
peanuts across from the cash
wrap.

The narrow alleys connect a
rabbit warren of postage-
stamp-sized shops that range
from the retro-delightfully
mundane (a U.S. Post Office
substation, a shoe repair place
and a takeout barbecue joint
called Reddi Chick) to the So-
Cal stylish (the Paris-meets-
L.A. vibe of Clare V. and the
elevated basics of James Perse,
to name just two). Throw in a
Goop lifestyle store, a Christian
Louboutin boutique and a luxe
kid’s store (Poppy) and you’re
well on your way toward the rare
kind of retro-retail romp that
will empty your wallet and feed
your soul at the same time. —
A.T.
l 225 26th St., Santa Monica,
(310) 458-6682, brentwood
countrymart.com

Marvel at the architecture

and croissants at Tartine

There’s a touch of the eccle-
siastic when you visit Tartine’s
Santa Monica location, one of
its six L.A. outposts.

The white brick exterior
resembles a church with a
round stained glass window
atop the door. In truth, the site
previously housed a funeral
home, a slightly macabre piece
of trivia apropos of nothing.

Inside the airy, high-
ceilinged structure, the wide
archways and latticed windows
allow light to stream in beauti-
fully, perfect for content crea-
tors looking to capture that
clean food blog shot. Order a
turkey sub, a summer lunch
that’s equal parts fresh and
flavorful thanks to the addition
of crispy chicken skin and pickle
mayo. And if you ever move
away from L.A.? The 20-year-
old-brand, which has published
six cookbooks, offers nation-
wide shipping on its website. —
Sonaiya Kelley
l1925 Arizona Ave., Santa
Monica, (424) 330-2767,
tartinebakery.com

Perk up with a Kyoto iced

coffee at Demitasse

They’re serious about their
coffee at Demitasse, the spe-
cialty coffee roaster located on a
quiet block west of Santa Moni-
ca’s busy promenade. Each
brew is painstakingly crafted
with gorgeous equipment you
won’t see behind a Starbucks
counter, including a Hairo
siphon from Japan that looks fit
for a chemistry experiment.

The last location left stand-
ing for the long-running coffee
brewer, Demitasse Santa Moni-
ca is a cozy, narrow storefront
with limited seating indoors and
outdoors. The leafy plants that

decorate the small shop in
architectural planters are avail-
able for purchase.

Demitasse, which means
“small coffee cup” or “half cup”
in French, used to have a hand-
ful of locations including Mid-
Wilshire, Hollywood and Little
Tokyo. The former L.A. Times
building on Spring Street was
within walking distance of the
shop’s first outpost in Little
Tokyo, which closed in 2021.

Get there early to snag a seat
or grab a cup and walk down to
Palisades Park or the prome-
nade. Try the popular iced
minty Cubano, the Kyoto iced
coffee or one of the specialty
pastries sourced from local
bakeries. — S.K.
l1149 3rd St., Santa Monica,
(424) 322-0959, cafedemitasse
.com

Catch a classic film at 

the Aero Theatre

Rounding the corner onto
Santa Monica’s Montana Ave-
nue in the evening and seeing
the Aero’s familiar marquee —
the neon, when lit, turns pale
green and pink — is always a
thrill, no matter how many
times you’ve been there. 

It’s a neighborhood theater.
Ideally, you’d walk there. Park-
ing can be a pain, though regu-
lars know how to navigate the
permit-zoned streets to find a
spot. 

The American Cinema-
theque’s programming is a mix
of revivals and retrospectives,
with a few first-run special
evenings with filmmakers
mixed in as well. It’s on the
Westside, so you never know
who you might see. Robert
Redford came here as a kid.
Donnie Darko took a date there
once. It’s been around for 83
years and, with a little luck, will
live to be a centenarian. Oh, and
the popcorn’s pretty damn good
too. — Glenn Whipp
l1328 Montana Ave., Santa
Monica, (310) 260-1528, 
americancinematheque.com
/about/theatres/aero-theatre

Stop for chicken and

waffles at Bru’s Wiffle

Breakfast is the only meal of the
day where dessert can serve as
the main course. What are pan-
cakes and waffles anyway if not
pastries masquerading as en-
trees?

For the fluffiest, thickest
waffles in town, look no further
than Bru’s Wiffle. The chicken
and waffles plate, dubbed the
Dwight’s Special, is among the
best in L.A. and features two
pieces of boneless crispy
chicken atop a Belgian waffle or
slice of French toast.

The restaurant’s other inven-
tive waffle offerings include
banana split, churro, red velvet
and apple pie variations. Pair
your order with a Sunrise, a
refreshing blend of freshly
squeezed orange, grapefruit,
carrot and ginger juices that’s
extra pulpy.

Owned by Ebru Fidan Cap-
lan (the restaurant’s namesake
Bru, also the proprietor of the
neighborhood’s Flapjax Diner),
the small, family-owned busi-
ness has been operating for 13
years. It has outposts in Santa
Monica and Marina del Rey
(real Bru’s fans will remember
the now-shuttered Beverly Hills
location, which predated the
pandemic).

“I am a food creator,” said
Caplan, who studied hotel man-
agement and worked in hospi-
tality before opening the restau-
rant. “I love fresh, good food
with creation. I believe I create
something unique.” — S.K.
l 2408 Wilshire Blvd., Santa
Monica, (310) 453-2787, brus
wiffle.com

Feel the island vibes at

Cha Cha Chicken

The best thing about Cha Cha
Chicken, the family-run Carib-
bean and Latin fusion eatery on
the corner of Pico Boulevard
and Ocean Avenue, is the
restaurant’s tropical aesthetic.

Its brightly colored beach-
shack vibe feels right at home on
the beach, or at least a block
away from it. With mismatched
cushioned seats and well-worn
tables painted in primary col-
ors, it’s easy to feel transported
to a Caribbean island, provided
the breeze from the Pacific isn’t
too cold.

Cha Cha Chicken has been
serving locals since 1996 and still
lists a fax machine number on
its website for Luddites looking
to place an order of ropa vieja or
jerk salmon tacos. Need to feed
a large party? The restaurant
offers catering for 15 people or
more out of its Northridge loca-
tion. — S.K.
l1906 Ocean Ave., Santa Moni-
ca, (310) 581-1684, chachachicken
.com
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G
ROWING UP,
the moment 
I caught the
aroma of
ground chiles,
garlic, ginger,
galangal and

other spices sizzling in hot oil, 
I knew my mother was making
rendang. Preparing this fra-
grant Indonesian dish is no easy
feat, requiring a melange of
ingredients to create a rich,
full-bodied dry curry. It’s steep-
ed in coconut milk and slow-
cooked for hours until the oil
from the milk separates to
caramelize the meat, rendering
it unbelievably tender and
enveloping each succulent piece
in a spicy, unctuous paste. The
flavor is intense, complex, un-
forgettable — no wonder there
were never any leftovers when
my mom made it.

“Eating rendang is like enjoy-
ing a rich sake where there’s
distinct top notes, a robust body
and a lingering aftertaste,” says
Eric Tjahyadi, owner of Bone
Kettle restaurant in Pasadena.
“That’s really the best type of
rendang — one that takes you to
places.”

Originally a method to pre-
serve meat in Indonesia’s tropi-
cal climate, it’s also a dish that
you can take with you. “Due to
its dry nature and natural pre-
servatives like turmeric and
coconut, traditional rendang
can be stored for several days at
room temperature,” says Cobi
Marsh, owner of Cobi’s restau-
rant in Santa Monica.

The extended shelf life of
rendang was vital for the Mi-
nangkabau people indigenous
to West Sumatra who created
the dish. In this matrilineal
society where wealth and prop-
erty passed from mother to
daughter, young men were
encouraged to leave the tribe in
a rite of passage known as mer-
antau, or wandering. They’d
bring rendang with them on
their journeys — for both nour-
ishment and a taste of home as
they sought knowledge, fortune
and new experiences.

To the Minangkabau, ren-
dang is more than a dish or
cooking method; it’s part of
their cultural identity, a labor of
love symbolizing wisdom, pa-
tience and perseverance. De-
spite its widespread availability
today, rendang remains a culi-
nary tradition with ceremonial
importance. Raised in Suraba-
ya in a Chinese Christian family
before moving to Jakarta, my
mother recalls visiting neigh-
bors during Lebaran (the Indo-
nesian name for two Islamic
holidays, Eid al-Fitr and Eid
al-Adha). These gatherings in
this predominantly Muslim
country saw people of different
faiths, both Christians and
Muslims, coming together to
share in celebration — and
rendang was always an impor-
tant part of the feast.

My mom brought the tradi-
tion of rendang with her when
she came to California, just as
Tjahyadi’s family did when they
immigrated. “On holidays in the
U.S., we wouldn’t have turkey or
ham,” says Tjahyadi. “We’d have
rendang. It was our own version
of holiday meat.”

With the rise of Indonesian
and Southeast Asian restau-
rants in L.A., I’ve embarked on
my own merantau of sorts with
my mom, exploring rendang
across the city. Just as every
region in Indonesia has its own
unique style of rendang, each
restaurant here offers its own
twist. Here’s a guide to some of
our favorites — from those
honoring tradition to others
reimagining it in their own
distinct way.

Blasteran

Despite opening months before
the pandemic in January 2020,
Blasteran swiftly became a
neighborhood favorite, cele-
brated for its unique American
Indonesian fusion. Owner
Norma Ashton-Laub, who
previously worked for Aman
Resorts and the Beverly Hills
Hotel, always envisioned a
restaurant that embodied her
own brand of hospitality. Her
menu includes superb burgers
as a nod to the space’s former
tenant, as well as dishes like
gado gado and rendang noodles
that reflect her Indonesian
roots. Blasteran’s rendang is
masterful: saucy, savory beef
enriched by freshly dried,
toasted and ground coconut
and paired with custom seven-
grain yakisoba noodles from

Sun Noodles. Unlike typical
thinner yakisoba, which can
become limp and soggy soaked
in sauce, these thicker, more
robust noodles hold up beauti-
fully, ensuring every bite is
coated.
l 272 S. La Cienega Blvd., Bev-
erly Hills, blasteranbh.com

Bone Kettle
Run by brothers Eric and Erwin
Tjahyadi alongside their father,
Bone Kettle is a love letter to
Southeast Asian cuisine. With
its elevated ambience, it’s the
kind of place that would equally
impress a date or your Indo
grandma longing for the flavors
of her homeland. Originally
from Surabaya, the Tjahyadi
family sought refuge in the U.S.
during the anti-Chinese vi-
olence of the 1990s in Indonesia
and rebuilt their lives in East
L.A. This journey is reflected in
the ever-evolving menu, which
creatively remixes the nostalgic
flavors they grew up eating. For
brunch, try the rendang omelet;
for dinner, get the phenomenal
rendang carbonara — a fusion
of Indonesian and Italian com-
fort food with 24-hour braised
short ribs, sous vide to perfec-
tion before undergoing the
slow-cooking process, mixed
with Okinawan soba noodles,
crispy shallots, bacon, Par-
mesan and a runny poached egg
that lends the dish its luxuri-
ously creamy texture.
l 67 N. Raymond Ave., Pasa-
dena, (626) 765-3788, bonekettle
.com

Borneo Eatery

The island of Borneo, divided
among Malaysia, Brunei and
Indonesia, boasts a rich culi-
nary heritage that’s mirrored in
the offerings at this standout
SGV eatery. Prepared with
ingredients and spices impor-
ted from across Southeast Asia,
every dish resonates with flavor.
The rendang rice plate features
glistening chunks of tender beef
alongside fried tofu, a curry egg,
spicy peanut anchovies and
steamed rice. In a rare accolade

for Southeast Asian dining,
Borneo Eatery was even hon-
ored with a Michelin Guide
recognition in 2019.
l19 S. Garfield Ave., Alhambra,
borneoeatery.com

Cassia

You know you’ve nailed it when
your rendang was food critic
Jonathan Gold’s favorite dish
on the menu. Chef Bryant Ng’s
beloved Santa Monica gem
serves a standout rendition,
thanks to his use of beef cheek
— a cut that achieves melt-in-
your-mouth tenderness
through slow-cooking. Unlike
the traditional “dry” rendang,
Ng’s version is delectably saucy
and slathered in mouth-water-
ing gravy. Topped with anchovy
peanuts wok-tossed with shal-
lots, garlic, Vietnamese chiles
and fermented shrimp, each
bite is a complex interplay of
texture and flavor. The finishing
touch? A rich sambal with a
coconut twist that expertly
balances the spice and leaves a
lasting impression.
l1314 7th St., Santa Monica, (310)
393-6699, cassiala.com

Cobi's
This Southeast Asian hot spot
was born from owner Cobi
Marsh’s love for rendang.
Raised between Melbourne and
Bali, Marsh was barely a teen-
ager when she began making
the dish from scratch, discover-
ing that the key to its deep,
complex flavors hinged on
thoroughly reducing the sauce.
At her namesake restaurant,
the rendang stays true to its
traditional preparation. While
the Minangkabau people origi-
nally used buffalo meat, a
tougher cut that benefited from
rendang’s slow-cooking tech-
nique, Cobi’s uses collagen-rich
chuck or brisket. Loaded with
connective tissue, these cuts
turn into juicy morsels as the
gelatin slowly renders during
the long cooking process. Fi-
nally, the flavor-charged dish is
finished with a blanket of crispy
shallots for added crunch and

served alongside chile sambal
and gulai — a soupy curry sauce
considered the first phase of
rendang before it achieves its
rich, thick, caramelized consis-
tency.
l 2104 Main St., Santa Monica,
(424) 238-5195, cobis.la

Dapoer Bunda
Getting laid off during the pan-
demic inspired Eni Indrati to
turn her side hustle into a full-
time gig with Dapoer Bunda,
meaning “mom’s kitchen.”
Specializing in traditional Indo-
nesian food through her cre-
ative lens, she crafts rendang
based on her mother’s recipe —
with a few tweaks. Beef brisket
is simmered with shallots, gar-
lic, chiles, red bell peppers,
grated roasted coconut, co-
conut milk and more, but the
real secret lies in a blend of
spices she brings over from
Indonesia. The mix of galangal,
cumin, coriander, turmeric,
white pepper, nutmeg, cinna-
mon and cloves delivers an
earthy, nuanced flavor that’s
out of this world. Beyond cater-
ing for large events, Eni offers 
à la carte dishes available for
order via her Instagram.
l instagram.com/dapoer
bundala

LaaLaaPan
With her husband, owner Lili
Winahyu opened this cozy eat-
ery last year to bring authentic
Indonesian flavors to their San
Fernando Valley neighborhood.
The duo faithfully re-creates
dishes based on Winahyu’s
grandmother’s recipes, includ-
ing mie goreng, oxtail soup and
beef rendang. Though some say
that leftover rendang intensifies
in flavor the next day, LaaLaa-
Pan’s rendition delivers a full-
flavored sensation from the first
bite. As one of the last steps
once the beef is tender and the
sauce is appropriately thick and
dark, Winahyu adds strained
tamarind pulp — a touch of her
grandmother’s tradition — that
infuses the rendang with a
velvety texture and elevates it
with a molasses-like complexity.
l19948 Ventura Blvd., Wood-
land Hills, (747) 319-4729, indo-
nesianrestaurantwoodland
hills.com

Medan Kitchen

People travel from as far as New
York to savor the delights at this
strip-mall haunt, where 79-year-
old Siu Chen prepares some of
L.A.’s finest traditional ren-
dang: tender, sizable chunks of
meat with a slow-building heat
and satisfying chew. For more
than 15 years, Chen cooked for
her church community, but
after the pandemic left her
feeling idle, her son-in-law Jo-
han Arifin sensed an opportuni-
ty and opened a restaurant,
along with a well-stocked Indo-
nesian grocery store, in the San
Gabriel Valley. Now Johan and
his wife, Susianti, manage the
business while Chen cooks to
her heart’s content. Check
Instagram for daily updates on
her grab-and-go dishes and
banana-leaf-wrapped meals,

but no matter what, you can
always count on finding several
dishes, with rendang among her
offerings.
l 8518 Valley Blvd., Suite 102,
Rosemead, instagram.com
/medankitcheninc

Simpang Asia
After graduating from college,
Welly Effendy and his wife, Leni
Kumalasari, craved the tastes of
home but found only formal
Indonesian restaurants in L.A.
Their answer was Simpang
Asia, which has come a long way
from its origins as a mini-mart
in Palms selling groceries,
snacks and spices from Asia.
Evolving into a full-fledged
restaurant with an expansion to
Venice, it’s now a go-to for West-
siders seeking authentic Indo-
nesian flavors. Its fork-tender
rendang, prepared with halal
meat like most items on the
menu, boasts a deeply complex
flavor profile that achieves the
perfect harmony between spicy
notes and the essence of co-
conut.
l10433 National Blvd., Los
Angeles, simpangasia.com

Singapore’s Banana Leaf

For 23 years, Albert Gazal, his
brother Michael and their par-
ents have operated this long-
standing eatery at the Original
Farmers Market. The menu is
based on their mother’s recipes
from Singapore and showcases
the country’s diverse culinary
influences, including Chinese,
Malay, Indian and Indonesian.
A highlight is the beef rendang,
prepared as his mother was
originally taught — with an
inside round of beef, hammered
to tenderize and then slow-
cooked to perfection. True to
the restaurant’s name, it’s
served on a banana leaf as you’d
find at a Singaporean hawker
stall, alongside turmeric rice
and a tangy pickled vegetable
salad that cuts through the
rendang’s richness. Singapore’s
Banana Leaf also offers chicken
rendang, crafted with the same
low-and-slow technique, and
fish rendang, which has a short-
er cooking time but is equally
flavorful.
l 6333 W. 3rd St., Los Angeles,
(323) 933-4627, singapores
bananaleaf.com

Wallflower
Since day one, rendang has
been a standout at this South-
east Asian gem founded by
Dustin Miles. With its rich, dark,
caramelized flavor and just a
hint of sauce clinging to tender,
bite-size chunks of meat, this
crowd favorite remains true to
its roots. Chef and owner Brian
Kim occasionally fine-tunes the
recipe, adjusting the spice level
or enhancing the aromatics
based on seasonal ingredients.
In the past, he’s dialed down the
heat to cater to customer prefer-
ences, but lately he’s been
cranking up the spice just a bit
more, allowing fresh Fresno and
Thai chiles to shine through in
every exquisite bite.
l 609 Rose Ave., Venice,
wallflowervenice.com

Oscar Del Aguila

THE 11 TOP

SPOTS IN L.A.

TO SAVOR

RENDANG 
TAKE A JOURNEY WITH INDONESIA’S

CULINARY MASTERPIECE, FROM TRADITIONAL

FLAVORS TO COMPLEX TWISTS. BY TIFFANY TSE

LaaLaaPan

Tiffany Tse

Cassia

Tiffany Tse

Tiffany Tse

Borneo Eatery
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“The way we manage
soil, water and biodiver-
sity as an inexhaustible
expense account is over,”
says Oregon winemaker
and viticulturist Mimi
Casteel, one of the princi-
pal minds behind the
movement toward re-
sponsible grape farming.
“We are in the final dec-
ades of the vast majority
of our agricultural soils if
a very dramatic change
isn’t made yesterday.”

Among those at the
forefront of change are
Anderson and De Felice,
who started farming the
Ibarra-Young vineyard
four years ago, adopting
intensely holistic meth-
ods. 

Many of the leading
voices in the wine indus-
try, including Casteel’s,
are loath to codify or
define regenerative viti-
culture. The fear is that
an existential imperative
will become a “green-
washed” commercial tool
short on substance and
intended impact.

No matter what it’s
called, “The goal is to
create a system that
sustains itself,” says
Anderson.

For Anderson, that
system necessarily in-
cludes the integration of
animals, cover crops
between vineyard rows
and a firm commitment
to no-till farming. These
practices aid in the devel-
opment of a potent yeast
population entirely spe-
cific to Ibarra-Young,
which Anderson relies on
to fuel her fermentations.
As a result, the wines
vibrantly display the
unique DNA of the vine-
yard as opposed to the
anonymous imprint of
commercial yeast. 

If terroir, the inherent
characteristics of a par-
ticular vineyard site,
drives your interest in
wine, Anderson says sites
farmed in this manner
can yield wines that more
fully and dynamically
express their “there-
ness.”

A LEGENDARY

VINEYARD

Planted in 1971, Ibarra-
Young was one of the very
first vineyards in Santa
Barbara County. Iconic
winemaker Bob
Lindquist, who blazed a
trail for wines produced
from grapes traditionally
associated with the
Rhône Valley of France,
farmed here from the
mid-1980s until 2018. His
commitment to grapes
such as syrah, grenache

and viognier launched
that category and estab-
lished its benchmarks,
yielding a body of work
that stands as one of the
most significant in the
region’s history.

Now the baton has
been handed to Ander-
son, who has held the
lease since 2020. Along
with De Felice, she makes
wine under the label
Âmevive, a whimsical
word blend that she
defines as “lively soul.”
Âmevive has been rapidly
recognized by the wine
community for its work,
surfacing on retail
shelves and wine lists
around the country.

Farming to create a
system that restores,
rebuilds and nourishes
its environment does not
simply mean having
animals on the property,
Anderson says. It means

I
N THE PASTORAL patchwork of vineyards
west of Highway 154, winemaker Alice Anderson
and her partner, Topher De Felice, farm a his-
toric 10-acre property with the help of her small
herd of animals, growing grapes for some of the
most singularly expressive wines in California. ¶
The manner in which Anderson and her flock —
a menagerie that includes ducks, chickens, 15
head of sheep and a rescue dog — approach their
work blows past what would be considered
organic, embraces the mystic rituals of biody-

namics and is likely to be referred to as regenerative, a
voguish term that is not without controversy. ¶Yet some
experts say that a broad and immediate commitment to
responsible farming practices could go a long way toward
mitigating the environmental challenges posed by climate
change, soil erosion, decreasing rain and any one of a
number of potentially devastating vine diseases. Studies
show we may lose grape crops in California and beyond by
the end of the century.

developing a symbiotic
relationship with them.

“I think the working
bond between humans
and animals can be very
powerful. The energy that
is created in a bond like
that would certainly be
translated to the vine-
yard,” Anderson says.

Each species grazes
the vineyard with its own
particular focus, eschew-
ing the need for a diesel-
guzzling tractor, rooting
out unwanted pests and
depositing manure as a
natural fertilizer.

“I love having different
species,” Anderson says.
“You have a diversity of
microbiome. The more
microbial diversity you
have, the more nutrient
diversity you have for
your plant. So if you are
feeding your soil and
increasing the health of
your soil, you’re therefore
increasing the nutrient
density, the living poten-
tial of everything growing
above soil.

“And when you sup-
port that through com-
posting and doing com-
post tea sprays and using
only holistic products,
you create a closed, self-
sustaining system.”

Her compost pile is a
wonder to behold, fed by
material almost entirely
from the property. In
turn, composting makes

these ingredients bio-
available and nourishing
to the soil.

“We haul out all of our
canes from the pruning
season and chip them,
and that’s a big carbon
source. We bring the
pomace [stems, seeds
and grape skins] from the
winery back to the vine-
yard to compost. That’s a
big nitrogen and microbi-
al component.”

All the chicken ma-
nure from the chicken
coop is a big nitrogen
component as well. It’s a
sort of feedback loop
returning poop, pomace
and prunings to their
source.

‘WE WANT A LIVE

SYSTEM!’

Cover crops are another
prodigious part of Ander-
son’s program. Plants
between the vineyard
rows help to prevent
erosion, maintain topsoil,
supply nitrogen, se-
quester water and carbon
and attract beneficial
insects.

“I plant a combination
of different things every
year. I haven’t planted the
same species in the last
four years, so I think I’ve
planted 45 different
species,” Anderson says.
“Lots of different types of
clovers, different types of
peas, many different
types of perennial grasses
and some annual grasses.
Many different species of
flowers that are native to
the Santa Ynez water-
shed.”

Given her commit-
ment to the “understory”
of her vineyard, Anderson
is a staunch advocate of
no-till farming. By leaving
her soil largely undis-
turbed, she says, her
cover crops and the bi-
ome below can thrive and
develop a veritable “com-
munication superhigh-
way” among the various
root systems.

Beyond the vine rows,
Anderson and De Felice
have added diverse and
vibrant “pollinator rows”
and a new hedgerow.
These provide habitat
and a food source for
insects and critters that
otherwise might not
thrive in a traditional
monoculture system.
Fostering a multitude of
species enhances natural
pest control and provides
a food source for wildlife
that are encouraged to
live alongside the vines.

“We want a live sys-
tem!” Anderson says.
“Also seeing flowers
everywhere just makes
me happy.”

Anderson’s infec-
tiously joyful spirit is on
full display as she walks
the vineyard. She beams
with pride at every
emerging bud or bulb in
her new hedgerow; at the
tuft of wool her grazing
sheep left hanging from a
gnarled vine; at the
bursts of Spanish lotus
and lupines that are
native to this watershed;
at the vivid calendula,
which might possess
properties that help
manage pests and patho-
gens.

UNCOMMON WINES

There is no denying the
dynamism of Âmevive
wines. They are fully
transparent gateways,
vividly and energetically
expressing grape and
place. With an equilibri-
um often elusive in Cali-

fornia wine, they are light
on their feet with no
shortage of complexity.
The syrah is a stunning
example of the varietal
and a fitting homage to
the land that launched
Anderson’s passion for
the grape. Early in her
career, she spent several
harvests in the hills of
France’s northern Rhône
Valley making syrah for
one of that appellation’s
most renowned produc-
ers.

But the most intrinsic
expression of Ibarra-
Young is her “Périphérie.”
She and De Felice recog-
nized that two rows of
vines on the western edge
of the property, from the
original 1971 plantings,
were inexplicably per-
forming in a completely
different manner from
the rest of the vineyard.
They decided to isolate
those grapes, two reds
and a white (syrah,
mourvèdre and
marsanne), and ferment
them together to produce
an uncommon wine that
checks a lot of seemingly
contrasting boxes. It is
powerfully packed with
exotic red and black fruit
but is luminescent; it
takes well to a chill but
would be right at home
with hearty food; and
despite its exuberance, it
clocks in at less than 13%
alcohol.

The vineyard also has
some Spanish grapes
that were planted by
Lindquist, including
“suitcase” tempranillo
brought from the famous
region of Ribera del
Duero. Anderson also
purchases fruit from a
handful of other vine-
yards in the region to
make wine with grape
varieties she doesn’t have
at Ibarra-Young. These

bottlings include a gamay
and her first sparkling
wine, from the Savoie
grape mondeuse. This
year will see some of the
tempranillo replaced in
favor of white “Rhône”
grapes at Ibarra-Young,
and the addition of a new
8-acre vineyard, also in
Los Olivos, that will
provide them with more
syrah, as well as san-
giovese and cabernet
sauvignon. 

Anderson says her
wines “should make you
feel alive. They should
make you feel happy.
Because I enjoy every
freaking second of what 
I do. Everything from
walking the vineyard
rows, moving my sheep,
to harvesting at 2 a.m., to
managing fermentations
for 16 hours straight, to
making blending deci-
sions, to bottling, to
painting the labels with
my mom, to taking pho-
tos of the process, to
doing a little bit of IT
work on the website, to
pouring at dinners.”

Anderson follows 
this tally of tasks by re-
flexively whispering,
almost to herself, “I’m so
lucky.”

Rosoff is a wine expert
and writer who has over-
seen the wine program at
several restaurants
across Los Angeles.

POURING
HEART, SOUL
INTO GRAPE

FARMING
A LOS OLIVOS VINEYARD IS MAKING

VIVID WINES SUSTAINABLY

BY DAVID ROSOFF A THERMOME-

TER in a compost
pile, from top left;
narrow-leaf milk-
weed, which serves
as a cover crop;
winemakers To-
pher De Felice and
Alice Anderson.

Photographs by Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

ANDERSON and
De Felice produce
dynamic wines
from grapes they
grow using holistic
methods in the
historic Ibarra-
Young vineyards.
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T
HE LIGHT was
low at the Echo as
Elliot Moss started
playing his new
single. The distor-

tion kicked in, and my jaw
dropped. It was a departure for
someone I typically describe as
an electronic music singer-
songwriter. I was there on a date
with my husband. We loved the
new sound. 

I was holding my husband’s
hand when I looked to my right
and saw a guy who caught my
attention.

He was so focused on the
stage that he never noticed me.
He was at the show by himself,
and I desperately wanted to
start a conversation. 

I’m polyamorous; my hus-
band and I date and have re-
lationships with others, so a
conversation wouldn’t have
been out of the question. De-
spite several attempts, I
couldn’t even catch his eye.
After a few more songs, I real-
ized that I had to take a risk and
give him my number. The regret
of wondering what if would have
been too strong.

As a courtesy, I asked my
husband if I could slip someone
my number. He looked around
and instantly identified the
recipient. After six years of
polyamory, he knew my types.
This recipient was my tall,
nerdy, earnest type. I couldn’t
take my eyes off him.

The bar sold popcorn, so I
asked for a bag and fetched a
pen out of my purse. On a torn
piece of paper I wrote, “You
have great taste in music. I’m
not single, but I’m available,”
and I left my number. Despite
trying to catch his eye all night, I
was suddenly nervous, my heart
pounding out of my chest. I’d
only ever given one person my
number, and it led to a rather
mediocre date.

As I approached him, I sud-
denly wanted to hide. Earlier I
had tried to catch his eye, but
now I couldn’t stand to feel the
weight of his gaze. I tapped his
shoulder, gave him the folded
note and immediately ran to the
restroom. At 42, I felt like a
nervous teenager. There was
just one song left. I didn’t see

him as I walked out.
An hour later, he texted.

“Thanks for your kind note.
That was quick, I couldn’t really
catch a vibe.” We started to
chat. I shared my dating profile,
but he wasn’t on the apps. He
was curious but just getting out
of a relationship. Not single, not
available.

Soon, his status changed:
single but still not available,
working through a breakup. We
kept in touch. I wasn’t in a rush.
All the texting only added to the
feeling of being a teenager, the
anticipation building.

As we started talking about a
first date, I admitted to already
planning multiple dates with
him in my head. The Museum of
Jurassic Technology in Culver
City was the perfect place for me

to gauge just how weird some-
one was. Or maybe one of my
favorite L.A. dates: the Broad
followed by Angels Flight to
dinner at Grand Central Mar-
ket. I also had a surprise date
option: something he would
have to trust me on — no hints.
He chose the surprise date. 
I beamed at my phone; he was
also adventurous.

I told him to buy a bottle of
Pinot Grigio that we might not
drink. “I need to ask a Virgo
question: Will you have glasses
for us?”

“It doesn’t matter if I have
glasses.”

“If we drink it, it does mat-
ter!”

I asked him to trust me.
I picked him up at 5:30 p.m.

Having talked about our shared

feminist identities before the
date, I opened the car door for
him. He blushed, realizing how
nice it felt. He had brought two
bottles, so we could choose. I did
not bring glasses.

I pointed my Prius toward
Echo Park. When I started
driving into the neighborhood,
his curiosity piqued; he’d never
been up the hill before.

We parked and found “Phan-
tasma Gloria” by Randlett King
Lawrence, an artist who uses
the sun and vessels filled with
water as his medium, turning
his entire yard into an object
lesson of how our perception of
reality is subject to change with
a simple shift of perspective.
Randy warmly welcomed us,
generously offering to share the
bottle of Pinot Grigio with us

using his own glasses.
Following dinner at Bacetti,

we planned two more dates for
that week. I also invited him to a
polyamorous meetup I was
hosting in downtown L.A. He
accepted. My heart fluttered; he
already wanted to be a part of
my life. He already wanted to
meet my people. He felt as
strongly about me as I felt about
him.

The second date felt as easy
as the first.

When I wrote to confirm our
third date, he canceled.

When I wrote to confirm the
meetup, he declined.

It stung. It felt like it was over
even more quickly than it began.
Polyamory is not a relationship
orientation or style that is best
for everyone. He was curious,
but maybe it wasn’t right for
him. Or maybe I wasn’t right for
him.

The night of our canceled
date, the Annenberg Communi-
ty Beach House was having an
ambient electronic concert.
Underwater speakers were
placed in the heated pool. I paid
$10, slipped into the water,
closed my eyes and floated on
my back listening to Colloboh
play. As the sun dipped farther,
I walked upstairs and medi-
tated to a sound bath.

In that moment, enveloped
in sound, I tried to let go of my
attachment to the relationship
that was not meant to be — to
let those other imagined dates
sit unscheduled. As the crystal
bowls sang over the waves of the
Pacific, I realized that perhaps
the most important dates to
plan were the ones that I
planned for myself.

The author works in higher
education and lives with her
family in Pasadena. She hasn’t
given up on finding love again
and again and again. She’s on
Instagram: @valinda.weeee

>L.A. Affairs chronicles the
search for romantic love in all
its glorious expressions in the
L.A. area, and we want to hear
your true story. We pay $400 for
a published essay. Email
LAAffairs@latimes.com. You
can find past columns at
latimes.com/laaffairs.

Danie Drankwalter For The Times
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Polyamory-curious,
until he wasn’t

IT WAS OVER AFTER TWO DATES. MAYBE IT WASN’T THE RIGHT FIT.

BY VALINDA LEE

SOLUTION

PROBLEM

SAVE 20% on a COMPLETE
Home Repipe*

FREE REPIPE ESTIMATES

With Our One-Stop Repipe™ Process

COMPLETED in 2 DAYS or Less!

Our process has been developed and refined with over

75,000+ home repipe installations.his means a quick,

convenient, and efficient repipe process for you.

*Must mention discount at time of purchase. Financing offers subject to approved credit. **Financing for the GreenSky® consumer loan
program is provided by Equal Opportunity Lenders. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs
Bank USA. NMLS #1416362. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs are issued by Goldman Sachs Banks USA, Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS
#208156 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Expires 7/31/2024.

877-895-8431CALL NOW for a
Fast Appointment!

$0 DOWN,
0% INTEREST**
for 12 months

R t R i Y HomeReasons to Repipe Your Ho

• Pipe & Slab Leaks

• Preventive Maintenance

• LowWater Pressure

• Rusty or DiscoloredWater

100%
GUARANTEED

OURWORK IS

FOR LIFE

IS IT TIME TO REPIPE YOUR HOME?

Shop.RepipeMyHomeNow.com
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CRABGRASS By Tauhid Bondia

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis
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MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell

ZITS By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

MACANUDO By Liniers

BLONDIE

By Dean Young

& John Marshall

MARMADUKE

By Brad & Paul Anderson
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Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 (or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to last week's puzzle

More Online
For other brain-teasing challenges,

go to latimes.com/games.
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ACROSS

1 Part that stretches over
a foot

5 Zinger
9 Desert refuge
14 Whodunit genre
18 Field
19 Roofed veranda
20 Oil source
21 Cogito, — sum
22 The golfer’s

engineering course
involved making —

25 ET rides
26 Part of London where

Cockney originated
27 Popular pooch
28 Cook in a wok, say
30 Founder
31 Vail outfit
35 Victorian —
36 Approve of
38 The golfer’s

psychology course
helped develop a —

43 Persian Gulf fed.
44 Alex and — jewelry
45 Some elders
46 Campus org.
47 The golfer’s

biomechanics course
covered —

53 “Road Rules” airer
54 Tree with delicate bark
55 Manhattan univ.
56 Words on Alice’s cake
58 Battery in a science

experiment
59 “Samesies!”
62 Cereal for Bart

Simpson

65 Designer Armani’s
nickname

66 Deep cut
69 The golfer’s rhetoric

course included debates
on —

71 Bench press muscles, for
short

72 Dada artist Jean
73 Filing for Chapter 11

protection
74 Corrupt offer
76 Bear in fire-prevention

ads
78 Columns that lean
80 Trunks
84 Donald Duck’s nephew
85 “Success!,” in textspeak
87 The golfer’s art course

taught how to draw a —
90 Displace
91 Northwestern capital
93 Eliza Hamilton

portrayer Phillipa
94 “What have we here!?”
95 The golfer’s landscape

architecture course
included the —

99 Pack with 78 cards
101 “Titanium” singer
102 Tournament favorite
103 “Carnation, —, —,

Rose”: Sargent
painting

104 One of many Kens in
“Barbie”

108 AOL alternative
109 “Perfect!”
112 Febreze target
113 After completing the

courses, the golfer had a
well-rounded —

118 Super Soaker maker
119 Encourage
120 Mars neighbor
121 Upmarket hotel chain
122 Talks a lot
123 Coped (with)
124 Takes legal action
125 Party in the back?
DOWN

1 Batman cover
2 Delivery to a house
3 “Show us!”
4 “Truthfully ... ”
5 Wedding hire
6 Director Lee
7 Plow (into)
8 Actress Mayim
9 “You got roasted!”
10 MSNBC’s Velshi
11 Misdeed
12 Currier and —
13 Segments of sonnets
14 AI learning model
15 “Carmina Burana”

composer
16 Inventor Sikorsky
17 Pink-cheeked
19 Web shortcut
23 Coop denizens
24 Attaché, e.g.

29 Nonworking capital, for
short?

31 Gymnastics champion
Lee

32 Carving tool
33 “Don’t look at me!”
34 Fair venue
36 Perform in the subway,

say
37 House work?
38 “Ridiculous!”
39 Display on a dash, for

short
40 Period of glacial growth
41 Zone defense, say
42 “Gulliver’s Travels”

people
48 Part of rock’s CSNY
49 Bygone Pontiac
50 Shipping route
51 Occupy
52 Rockfish, by another

name
54 Logan International

code

57 Absolute necessity
58 Theorizes
60 Gents
61 “Beats me,” briefly
63 Spot for a soak
64 “— out!”
66 Rustic-looking fireplace

option
67 Tower of London display
68 Legal partner?
70 Slowly becomes more

appealing to
71 — Noël
73 Classroom competition
75 — choy
77 Rides the waves under

wind power
79 Essman of “Curb Your

Enthusiasm”
81 Part of a preschooler’s

day
82 Cuatro x dos
83 Tequila serving, perhaps
85 Hook, to Pan
86 Early DVR

88 In, as a field goal
89 Little endearment
91 Made a fishtail, maybe
92 Iron, e.g.
96 Nada
97 Nat. dissolved in 1991
98 Past and future
99 “The MAGA Diaries”

writer Nguyen
100 Many
103 Scottish body
104 Tokyo-based tech

giant
105 Think piece?
106 1970s Robin Williams

role
107 Beseech
109 Sundae garnish
110 Many millennia
111 Huff
114 Four-time French Open

winner Swiatek
115 Encyclopedia div.
116 La pluie, e.g.
117 Rapper Dr. —

It's a Sign
By Scott Hogan & Katie Hale

Edited by Patti Varol

By Kyle Dolan

Course

Work
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SUDOKU

Dear Eric: I am in my 70s,
and for the last couple of
decades I have had occa-
sional coughing fits that are
triggered by talking too long
and/or too loudly. When
these fits happen, I literally
can’t talk or stop coughing
for several minutes. I’ve
been to several doctors but
have not been able to get a
clear diagnosis or effective
treatment.

My closest family and
friends understand the
problem, but it’s still embar-
rassing, especially when it
happens with people I don’t
know well or in a public set-
ting. When I am talking to
others, should I warn them
at the beginning of the con-
versation that I might start
coughing and have to inter-
rupt the conversation, ei-
ther by hanging up the
phone or walking away until
the fit ends? If so, how
should I explain it? I

Curious Cough

Dear Curious: Every-
body’s body does strange
things from time to time. I’m
sorry that your body is doing
something that’s causing
you social anxiety. I under-

stand how having a pro-
longed cough can invite
questions, comments or
other unwelcome reactions,
especially in a world still
dealing with the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
There’s nothing wrong with
having a cough; it’s just a
matter of figuring out how
best to care for yourself and
your community.

For your peace of mind,
try telling people “Just so
you know, I have a condition
that causes me to cough
sometimes. It’s not conta-
gious or cause for concern,
but I don’t want you to think
I’m rude if I have to leave
abruptly. Thanks for under-
standing!” You don’t have to
do this. But you may find it
reduces your anxiety and
sensitivity about the issue.

If and when you tell peo-
ple about your cough, think
of it not as an apology for
having a body, but rather as
information that will help
them make the conversation
a more welcoming, less tense
experience for you.

Email questions to R. Eric
Thomas at eric@asking
eric.com.

ASKING ERIC

I recently played an inter-
esting hand in a $1,000 buy-
in live tournament where we
started with 30,000 chips at
100/200 with hourlong levels,
meaning there was lots of
time to hang out and wait for
strong hands. Everyone at
my table was doing exactly
that, so I adjusted my strate-
gy and made a point to steal
every pot once it was clear no
one was interested in win-
ning it.

This allowed me to dou-
ble my starting stack within
three hours with almost no
risk. However, when you are
constantly pushing your op-
ponents around, your obser-
vant opponents will eventu-
ally assume that you are
overly wild and may adjust.

At 300/600 with a 600 big
blind ante, an overly weak,
tight player who was clearly
waiting for strong preflop
cards raised to 1,500 out of
his 22,000 stack from first
position. The hijack and
button called. I looked down
at the A♦ K♣ — normally a
premium hand — in the
small blind and just called.

When facing a first-posi-
tion raiser who almost cer-
tainly has a premium hand,

bloating the pot from out of
position will usually get you
in trouble. Ace-king will only
win around 40% of the time
against a range containing
exactly A-A, K-K, Q-Q, J-J,
and A-K, which is likely what
you will be against if the ini-
tial raiser decides to re-re-
raise. If you re-raise and the
initial raiser calls, everyone
else will usually call too, forc-
ing you to play a four-way
pot from out of position.
Calling is the best play be-
cause it forces your oppo-
nents to stay in the pot with
hands you dominate while
also under-representing
your hand.

The flop came A♠ 10♦ 8♣

giving me top pair. I
checked, as I would do with
all of my hands from out of
position in a multi-way pot,
and the initial raiser bet
3,000 into the 7,200 pot. Ev-
eryone folded around to me.

Since I had an ace in my
hand, I am unlikely to be

against pocket aces. I also
thought it was fairly unlikely
that he had pocket eights
because he would have
limped with that preflop.

This meant that unless
he has exactly pocket tens, I
am either chopping against
ace-king or ahead against
ace-queen or ace-jack. I did
not get the vibe that my op-
ponent would fold his strong
hands because most ama-
teur players who use an
overly tight preflop strategy
tend to stick around way too
long post-flop with their
marginal made hands. 

So I went all in for my op-
ponent’s 17,500 remaining
stack. My opponent proudly
called and turned up the A♥

Q♥. He could not believe it
when I turned up ace-king
because in his mind, I
“must” reraise with that
hand before the flop. The
turn and river did not help
my opponent and I added
even more chips to my al-
ready large stack early in the
tournament.

Little is a professional poker
player and author with
more than $7 million in live
tournament earnings.

POKER Jonathan Little

Aries (March 21-April 19):
You’ll deal with many things
out of your control. State
what you want, then step
aside and let things work
themselves out. 

Taurus (April 20-May
20): Passersby who are not
invested will see the truth
faster than intelligent peo-
ple on the inside. It’s hard to
stay objective today, so ask
for outside perspectives. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
So many people don’t write
thank-you notes these days
that this simple gesture can
make a huge impression, as
will a similar combination of
thoughtfulness, gratitude
and initiative. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
The feeling of being lost used
to happen much more often.
Now it takes an effort to get
truly lost, and it will be well
worth it, as not knowing
where you are can teach you
a lot about who you are.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
The butterfly of happiness is
more likely to alight on your
shoulder if you stay still. Ex-
periment with this. Some-
thing magical happens
when you settle in. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Once you take a thing on, it
can be all-consuming due to
your high level of passion
and commitment. Letting
others dictate this is danger-
ous to your well-being.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
The most important thing to
bring to a task is the right at-
titude. You can’t go wrong
with an attitude of kindness. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21):
Those who don’t give you a
chance to shine might be
afraid of what will happen
when attention shifts to you. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Strange happen-
ings and glitches should not
be seen as isolated in-
stances. It’s all part of a pat-
tern, but some are immedi-
ately obvious and others
take a long time to repeat.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): You wouldn’t be where
you stand now had you not
pushed through some diffi-
cult scenarios. Give yourself
credit. You can do anything.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): You’ll bring the super-
star energy to today’s en-
deavor. This may mean get-
ting into the mix and han-
dling things, or staying out
of the mix and observing
things, or likely a bit of both.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): The reason not to gossip
is more practical than mor-
al: It makes you feel bad.
You’ll be a model for others. 

Today’s birthday (July
21): You’ll devote yourself to
a quest, which gives the year
the tone of a colorful fantasy,
though one rooted in truth.
You’ll strike on eternal wis-
dom. More highlights: juxta-
positions and contrasts; ex-
hilarating plot twists next to
serene moments; a heartfelt
compliment that takes a re-
lationship in new directions.
Taurus and Sagittarius
adore you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 13, 2, 29, 4 and 18. 

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

HOROSCOPE 
Holiday Mathis
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