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Joe Biden quits presidential
race, endorses hamala Harris

He will remain in his role as president and commander-in-chief until his term ends

AP Bautars WWoachinern

US President Jo+e Biden
enided his reelection
campaign on Sunday
after fellow Democrats
lost Falth in his ability

Lo beal Donald Tromp.
He endorsed YVice
President Kamala Harrls
Lo replace him as the
party’s candidate.

Baclen, Sl mnoa post on X, said he
will remeain in his mole as presidend
and commander-in-chief until his
term ends in January 20005 and
will ahilre=s the nation this weelk

*I1 has been the ereatest ool
of my life to serve as your Prosi
dent. And while it has been my
mtenton 1o seek reclecton, [
helieve it is in the best interest
of my party and the country for
m fov sfand down and to foeas
salely on fulfilling my duties as
Presicdent for the reminnder of
my term,” Biden wrote,

Hizs initinl statrment had not
included an endorsement of
Flarris, bt he Tollowed up & few
miniiles laler Wilh an ¢Xpresson
sl SLP PR,

Harris, 58 woubl] hecome the
sl Black woman o run al Lhe
top of & major-party ticket in the
country's history.

Repuldican presidential candi-
iate Trump told CNN that he
thinks Harrmis will e easier 16
cefeat m Novemberselection than
Biden. A CNN reporter said on X
that Trump made the comments
b Lhe network shortly afler Bicken
announced his docision

[ /ieBriet

- TANWEEN HONOR

Three projects (rom Sawdi
Arabia were sclected as
recipients of the annual Tanween
Challenge, hosted by [thra, P4

"BAHRAIN FINDING
Bahraind and Fritish

.||-.'|'|-.'|||-::r_.:|:.I:-. have diseovered

what 1= believed Lo e Lthe first

Christian structure in the Gull,
dating back to the 4th century. PT

COURT RULING

Eu.rtglq:l-l:-h'; Eupﬂ:mz Coaerd
scrapped most of the guotas
on povermment johs that had

sparked malonwice unrest, P8

i b1 e bo serve The Iegnadnoker
of his term i office, whach ends al
noom on Jare 20, 2R

The announcement i85 the
latest Jodt to & campalgn for the
Wltliee Hloase thal baoth il inacal
parlies see as the most conse-
quential election in generations,
coming just days after the assas-
gimathon atlempd on Tramp at &
Pronsvlivania rallv.

A party's presumplive prest-
dential nominee has never
stepped out of the race so close
to the election.

The closest parallel would be
Presichent Lytidon Johnsoqn, whio,
besieged by the Vielnam War,
announdced in March 1968 that
he would not seek another term.

The decision marks a swifi
and stunning end to Biden's 52

I believeitisin
the best interest
of my party and
the country for

me to stand down.
Joe Biden

vears in elecloral poltics, o
bawmakers, and ¢ven
aides expresscd their doubis that
he could convince volers that he
cotld plansthly handle the job

donors,

for anather [oir vears

Biden won the vast majority of

delegates and every contest buod
one, which would have made
fis nomination a formality. Now
that he has dropped out, those

clelerates will be Iree o suppos
another candidate. According
to federal campaipn finance
rules, Harris, 54, appeared to be
the natural successor, largeh
bseecpise she 8 the iy canedl-
clate who can directly tap mto
the Biden campaign’s war chesti.

Opénion by Dr. Majid Rafzadeh
& Dalin Al-Agid

AFINALILA
CYNTHIA
KHALIFEH
CARVESOUT
APATHIN
HOLLYWOOD

WS o

Kingdom
urees
‘mavimum
restrainl’
dafler Israeli
aflack on
Hodeidal

Arnds Nows

Saucki  Arabia wrped restraind
cn Sunday in the wake of an
[sracll sirike thal
salid Killed si¥ people as regronal
fallout widens [rom months of
war in Gaza.

The Israeli attack which hid
the Houthi-controlled oty of
Hodekdnh, “agpravatesthe currend
tensbon in the region and halts the

Lhee Mesathiis

Egng eforts (o cnd e Wil in
Cratda, the Sawdi Foreign Minstry
said in a statement

It "called on all parties to
EXPrCise maximann resirain and
[ chstance e reguon amil s
peiale from the cRangeers of war”

The statement affirmed the
Rinpdom's “continuous suppaor
for peace efforts n Yemen (o
spare its people more suffering.”

Sawdi Arabia is not linked to
of participating  in  targeting
Heoxblddah  In MWl imbstry
i Dielense spokesperson Turkl
Al-Malki said earlier.

The Kingdom will not allow its
agirspace to be infiltrated by amy
party, he added

Yermen,

Hoaktkbus, meanwhble, prommsed
a “huge” retaliation azainst [srael
fodbowing the deadly strike,

Abschinl Malik Al-Houatia, chsel
of the group, said the stnkes on
Hodeida would lead to “further
anil

escalation meoare  attachs
Lareelinge Israel

Hoathl mlitary spokesperson
Yahwvia Saree said earhier that the
militia’s “response to the Isracli
aErFression against our country
15 inevitably coming and will be

huse”

AlUla showcased as world’s *largest living museum’

Royal Commission builds on deep-rooted partnership that exists between Saudi Arabia and China

Arab Mews Ry ad

St Arabia and China have
deepened their coltural tics afler
the Hoval Commission for AlU]a
participated in key global forums
i Istanbidl and Luovang,

The RCU attended the Sk
Foad Draloeue and the Interma
fional Ancient Capitals Forum
o enhance
Alllla as ilw

larpesd Living oniseutn,”

cedlaboration and

s Cas wirlids

The events underscoored AU LS
PrOrmEnl fode wWithin the [nilef-

mational Touresm Allsance of 51tk

Road Cities, a network connecting
b destinations across 28 countries
alone ancient tracde routes.

The forums were insiro
menial n expanding Saud
China cultural partnerships and
oF sl Eng alfkcaal visats 1o AT
St Arshias  sindersic  foeas
on  tourtsm, cenfered  around
Alllla's rich heritage, has becom
a comerstone in deepening
cultural and economc des with
China, showcasing the Ringclosn'’s
commitment o leveraging  its
siors assels o {osder interma-
tional parinerships

Imscussions al the Inlerna
thonal Ancient Capitals Forom
incluwded high-level neeetines with
Luoyang’s officials on toursm,
aericulture, censervation, and
development,  exploring

e areas ol ¢ LT A CE N BRI ||

Lritsin

Lhe B0 nations

“The Roval Commission [or
Alllla continues to build on the
fotndations o
Llsad
betwesn China, the Ringclodn, and
northwest Arabaa,” said an RCU
SR eSS0

“The Silk Road Dialogue and

decy-rossted

cultural partnership EXES]

Ancient Capitals
rearesetiled
exciling opportunities o develop

new avenues of collaboraiion.

Imternational
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During

miv visit to Baha, | reviewed
the Tourism Development Fund's
projects in the region which
provide tourists with an enriching
experience of nature and heritage.
Ahmed Al-Khateeb
Bl Trwid e irw hate
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Joddah
Mirrors Marze

Enter the maze of mirmors,

a world [ull of suspense and
mystery, where you have to
escape from otherworldly
creatures and discover your
survival skilis, Check the Visit

Satwchi app for more detadls,

[n the heart of AlUa is an op-
portunity to paint and sip tea
while enjoving the location's
serene lnndscape. This takes
place in the Husaak Center,
which you can book throwugh
AlUla platinumlist. met.

ﬁlya&h
Perfumes exhibit

An exhibition to discover all
things scents and the history
that ke it the Arabian Penin-

miika Becoming one of Uae mos
popular places in the workd

For perfumes. Untll Sepdt. 14,
book through saudievenis.sa.

Jodm the monthly gathering

of Ithra Center’s Iddea Lab,
where creatives share their
knowledge and expericnces
with like-minded individoals
in fields such as art, design and
technology. The next meet-
g is on July 30, Visit the

[thia app for more detalls

[heRe g
THE FICTURES THAT MARK THE DAY
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audi Deputy Minister

of Foreign Affairs Waleed

Elkhereiji met with Ambassa-

dor of Gambia to the
Kingdom Omar Jibril Sala in Riyadh
an Sunday.
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During the mecting, they discussed
bilateral relations and various topics
of common interest, the Saudi Press
Arency reported.

Meanwhile, Sandi Minlster of
Human Resources and Social

1ster

Development Ahmed Al-Rajhi
receimved Guinea's Minister of Labor
and Civil Service Fava Francois
Bouronno in Riyadh.

Thev discussed cooperation in the

labeor market,

I l !f’ (1 f \Tl'f,‘l'ld iﬁg Taays it topics explained by Nada Jan

REAL INSPIRATION’

Ray Reardon

Six-time world snooker
champion Ray Reardon has
dicsd at the age of 91 after a
ahont illness.

Acoording to Waorld Snooker Tour, the
Wielshman passed away on Friday short-
Iy after being gaven a cancer diagmosis,

Tributes for Reardon poured in
from friends and other snooker cham-
pdons, including his compatriod and
three-times world champion Marlk Wil
Harms, who saikd in a statemeni: *Ray is
ofee of the best sports people ever from
Witles and the best snooker plaver ... a
real insparation,”

James White, who lost o Reardon im
thve 1983 Infernational Masters, wrole on
X: “Gutted to hear my very good friend
Ray Reardon has passed away, A iodal
class act and very kind to me when [ was
making my way i the game. A giant of
the game. Rest in Peace mate.”

HARROWING TALE

Erin Molan

Austrabian racho and tedevi-

sion personality Erin Molan
J has opened up about her

past experience with domes-
tic vinlenoe.

In an exchusive nferview with the Sun-
day Telegraph, Molan reveaded she was
abused by one of her former partners
and lved bn constant fear for her life.

“He came in drunk and draggresd me
ot of bed and started stamping has foot
into my head, over and over and over,”
sivir aabd.

“T was lving on the floor sereamdng and
mormally T screamed really loudly
he would stop because neighbors
wollld hear,” she continuwed. “But
thint time he just kept goine and
eodng and it felt like my skull
wis going to crack open.”

Molan also revealed
other hormifying monments,
incliading when he
smaxhed a boftle over
her head and when
sive feared he woulkd
throw her “off a
balcony.”

*Another time he
covered my face
with a pallow so

TheRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

Arab Mews J=ddoh

& Moonwalk through a night
of unparalleled performances,
stunning visuals, and nostalgic

oyt it 630 po., and the show
sharts il B pom, and ends at 10 pom.

® The Qatar Toy Festival 15 back
at the [oha Exhibition and Con-

festival will man until Aug. 14
For more details, visit dece.ga,

® The Badaro Farmers Markel al
College Saint Sauveur in Beirut

[ courlcm’t breathe. T was crying for my
mearm. [ really thought he would kill me”
shie saicl
hMalan said that she kept this experi-
ence a secret and did not discuss it with
the puakslie untl now becase she did
not want her father, the late Senator Jin
Afolan, to be hearthrolen over what his
dlaghiter lad gone throogh.
She also said that she can speak about
It now bt would not ask others to share
their stories, as she understands that
these kssues are deepldy personal, but she
winits ather woneen to know that they
are ol alodie, and they can ask For
feekp at any hme,
*Could my cxpenence have
mide these beautiful, inno-
cent women fecl bess akone,
less ashamed, less scared
amcl could that have been
the tiny thing that may have

390k

According to the Saudil Min-
istry of Enviromment, Water,
and Agriculture, the Ringrlom
has achieved a self-sufficiency
rate of 68 percent in mango
production, exceeding BE 5040
ponnees annually, Saudi Press
Agency reported on Sunday.

Review

Katsu Sando

WAAD HLUSSMAIM

Mastled in the bustliing heart

of Riyadh, Katsu Sando offers
an authentic slice of Japan
right in the Kingdom's capital
This cozy aatery, with s
rindmalist yvet alegant desor,
beautifully marries traditional
Japanesa alaments with
modern touches, creating a
warm and inviting atmosphere.
Katsu Sando specializes
in Japanese sandwiches,

presenting a dverse manu
parfact for breakfast, inch,

and dinner, The restaurant's
commitment to cleanliness is
avident in every detall, from the

maticulous packaging to the
tasteful decoration, ensuring

a casual yet refined dining
axparianoa,

A standout on the breakfast
menu is the tuna onigirl. This
daellghtful dish strikes the
parfaect balance of fNavor and
texture, making it an ideal light
start to your day, For those with
a sgweet tooth, the fruit sando
i= & must-try; it combines fresh
frult with soft, pillowy Japanase
bread, offering a refreshing and

satisfying treat,
For lunch, Katsu Sanda's

bento dalight is a great option

11 ernpoawvered Uhem Lo ask it features donburi chicken
!, for help, the thing that with rice, crab onigin, a pumpkin
4 muight have helped to slice, and a Coca-Cola,
v save their lives” she providing a well-rounded and
’ wondered, wishing dalicous meal that's sure to
lor things to change satisfy,

for the better for her

amd the coming genera-

Hions

The restaurant’'s menu is
diverse, catering to varous
tastes and praferences.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

manenis as everyone celelwates
the life and artistry of the glohal
phenomenon Michael Jackzon on
July 24 at the historc Citadel in
Amman, Jordan. Secure your tick-
ebs through the calendar jo. Doors

vention Center, promising fun
for the whode fumily. Children
can meet their favorite chardc-
ters, shop for the coolest new
toys, and spend the day enjoying
greal Food and live shows, The

is the opportundty to purchase
locally grown produce and relax
with riends over colfes. The
market will run every Sunday
until Dec. 28, More details on
lebtivity,com,

July 22 Fajf Sumrise Dhuhr Asr Maghrel ki
Mk 4: 26 5:49 228 S 5 235
Modinah 4:18 F:44 2 a:52 N 041
Riyadh 2:48 H:AG 1200 3:24 G443 813
Abha 4:23 o 1207 232 G:449 B:19
Damrmom 2:30 A:hb 11:47 215 B33 203
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Assad has a precondition before

any meeting can take place: that all
Turkish military forces leave Syria.

Sinan Ciddi

MNer=-rersiia it aarasd Ml &f F 00

Profestnrs It opposition-held kb and the Aleppo cownirysids wave fags of the Syrlan revalistion and bold algrs that mead: I pou wart to get clossr to Asaad, congratulations, the cimue of history s upon you' A5 oo D AL A

Lucus Chapman Athang
Al M Crarmsshll Seprila

Since 2022, sendor Syrian
anil Turkish officials have
periodically met in Moscow
for talks mediated by
Russia. Bul those meetings

have falled to resalt in a
thaw In thelr lcy relations.

[t i5 a diffcrent matier now,
however, with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tavyip
announcng his desire Lo resiore
formal tes with ks Synan
counterpart, Bashar As=ad. He
said earlier this month that he
could invite Assad o Tuarkiye
“at any moment,” o which the
Syrian leader responded that
any meeting would depend on
{he “conilent ™

Ankara Al Damascus
severcd diplomatic ties in
2011 following the eruption of
Syrias civil war, Relations
e

Exchoan

remained hostile
eversinoe, particularty
as Turkiyve continues
to  support  rebel
Eroups resisting the
Assad regime

What, then, is the mootiva-
Hon for changing course
now? Amd what are the
hkely oonsequences of a
rapprochement?

Syrian writer and political
researcher Shoresh Darwish
belleves Ankara 1 purswing
normalization [or twio reasons,

“The first iz prepara-
ton for the possibility of the
arrivil of a new Amerncan

administration led by Donald
Trump, which means the possi-
bility of a retum to the policy of
ta US) withdrawal from Syria”
Lrhirwwish told Arab News,

"Erdopan will therefore necd
to cooperate with Assad and
Hussia”

The second meason, Darwish
say's, 15 Ercoggan’s desire 1o gel
closer to Syvman regime ally
Russia after Twrkives drift
towards the US followineg the
outhreak of war In Ukraine,
which has complicated Turki-
ve's balanced approach to its ties
with Washington and Moscow.,

"Ankara’s cooperalion
Moscow 15 difficulf mm lerms
of the Ukrainian issue.” said
[Farwish. “A= a result of
the sienificant

wilh

Westemnm

ANALYSIS

A farewell to animosity?

[nitial reactions ol Syrians to possible Ankara-Damascus normalization range from disapproval to outright opposition

interference in this Essue, thelr
cooperalion in Syria represents
a meeting point through which
Erlogan wants 1o highlight
his friendship with Putin and
Moscow's  Interesis  In the
Siddctle East.”

Those In Synas opposilion-
held nort hwest, whibch s hae ked
by Turkive, see an  Assad-
Ermlogan rapprochement as a
betrayal.

Abdulkarim Omar, & political
activist from Idlib, told Arab
Mews:  “Westernm Belliks,
the Aleppo countrvside, and
all arcas belonging to  the
opposition completely  reject
this hehavior becanse it s

only in the interest of the
Syrian regime.
“The Syrian

ST,

penple

- L]
"

|

.F-""r
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H LY HEAS A Al ERD

came  out 13
st Uup A

years ago  and
thesir  reviolution
clemanding  [resdom,  digmily,
and the building of a civil,
democratic state for all Syrians.
This can only be achieved by
overthrowing the tvrannical
SVAan regime represented by
Bashar Assad. They still cling to
this principle and these slogans
and cannot abandon them,”

Those living In  areas
conirolled by the Rurdish-led
and Us-backed Antornotmons
Administration of North and
Easlt Syria. or AANES,
which holds much of
Syria’s ferritory cast
of the Euphrates River,
are also wary of the conse-
giiences al mor mallzatbon,

“There are fears among the
population that reconciliation
may be a prelide 1o ||1|r|i.-.|11|=||:
the Syrian Rurds for ther polit-
ical chodces,.” said Csnar,

But just how likely is a
rapprochement between
Erclogan and Assad? Nol very,
acconding o confhict analys

Sinca the civil
war arupted In
2071, Turkiya has
Supported wrrmedd
Syrlan factions,
battom, Im thiedr
fight against

the regime of
Presidont Bashor
Assad boft. [

and UNHBRC delegate Thoreau
Rederow, *1 find the prospects
of an Erdogan and Assad detente

very unlikely” he told Arab
MNews,
Assad has made it clear in

public statements that a meeting
bseetwveen  him  and Erdogan
would only occur on the condi-
tion of a Turkish withdrawal
from Syrian territory. Hedcrow
believes Turkiye has no inten-
fioa of leaving

“1 cannd sex= Damascus being
mnterested in being manipu
lated for a pholo-op” he =aid
“The Syrian government 1= far
mare prideful than some of the
other regional actors who are
happy to be one of Turkive's
Teo-Olloman YVilayets.™

Az for the view [rom the TS,
Rederow belicves "the curment
status quo is far more beneficial
to Washington than any recon-
clliatbon would he, as it wonld
=0 endlanger the northeast
portions of Syria, where the US
miditary 15 embedded with their

most reliable military partoers

ainst Daesh in the SDF. So,
Turkive would not be given
any kind of green light to place
American intcrests at risk.”

Thoush there mav be little
chamee ol
siwcceeding at this point, the
approximately 318 million
syrian refugees living in Turkiyve
view even rumors of normaliza-
tion with dread.

“People are wvery  afraid”
Amal Hayat, a Syrian mothes
of five living In southeastern
Turkive, tokd Arab News
"snce the rumors {of meoon-
ciliatton) started, many people
con’t even leave thelr homes
Even il they are beaten by their
bosses at work, they are afraid
to say anyihing for fear of being
clepoirted,”

Turkish auwthoritbes deported
more than 57,000 S5ymans in
2023, according o Human
Righis Watch.

“A forced

reconciliation

return would
alfect us a Jot,” samd Haval. “For
exampe, if a woman refurns
o Syria with her family, he
hushand may be arrested by the
regime, Or if'a man gets deported
back to Syria and his wife and
children stay in Turkiyve, how
will they manage?*”

The fear of deportatbon has
been compounded by waves of
vicdenee against Syrian refugees
in Turkiye's south in recent
werks, Anti-Synan  sentiment
in Turkiye is partially due to
eoonomic ssues, where Turks
see underpald or even unpaid
SATanNse a8 a threatl 0

prospects of emploviment

thetl
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News Saudi Arabia

Muakkah Deputy Gov. Prince Saud bin Mishal and Haj] and Wmrh Minlster Tawfig Al-Rablah during the event. S0

SACRED TRADITION

Deputy governor of
Makkah leads washing

of Holy Raaba

White cloth moistened with Zamzam and rose water
5 used to wipe the walls and floor of the sacred structure

Tarig Al-Thagafi Makkah

The washing ceremony
of the Holy Kaaba was
carried out on Sunday
by Makkah Deputy Gov.
Prince Saud bin Mishal
bin Abdulaziz on behalf

of King Salman, the Saudi
Press Agency reported.

Upon his armival at the Gramd
Mosque, e was received by D
Tawfiq Al-Hahiah, minister of Hajj
amdd Ulmrahy andd chalrman of the
board of directors of the General
Authonty for the Care of the Two
Holv Mosques, along with Sheikh
Abdulrahman Al-Sudaes, president
of religpous affairs at the Grand
Mosque and Prophiet's Mosgue.
Upon his amival, the deputy
goverTeor washed the intersor of the
Holy Kaaba with Zamzam mixed
with mse water, Alterward, he
performed two rak’ahs of Tawal
Al-Sudais sakd that washing the

serving and caring for the Two Holy
Mosgpees and thelr visiiors, estab-
lishings the Ringedom of Saaxdi Arabia
a5 the leader in this noble duty,
"This occasion is cherished by
Muslims and the people of our
couniry, as God has honored the

FASTFACTS

* ‘Washing the Kaaba is
a great honor that the
Kingdom's governmant
performs every year.'

® This exceptional event

is ‘an unparallsled honor,
showcasing the Kingdom's
dedication and reversnce
for the holiest site on Earth.”

Holy Faaba = an Blamde traditon, a
propghetic Sunnah, amnd a reflection
of Saudi leadership on the gobal
stage. He added: “God has bessed
this country with the honor of

Kingdom of Sawdi Arahda, its leader-
shilp, amd §is citzens with  this
privilege"

He oxpressed his gpratifude fo
the king and cromm prince on the
pecasion  and  commended  their
provision of comprehensive servioes
to worshipers and Umrah pilgrims.

Ix. Fawaz Al-Dahas, history
prodiessor al Umim Al-Guira Unlver-
sity, told Arab News that “washing
the Raaba i1s a great honor that the
Bingdom’s government  performs
every vear. This exceptional event is
an unparalleled honor, slwwessing
the Ringadom® dechication and rever-
ervoe for the: holiest site on Earth.”

He explained that during this
evenl, the ouler coverng or
Kiswa, of the Raaba 15 removed,
and the inner walls are cleaned
uging Zamzam mixed with rose
water from Talf, along with
the finest perfumes. Pieces of
white clth mostened wath this
mixture are used o wipe the
innier walks and floor.

CREATIVITY

Saudi designers win big at Tamween Challenge

Jasmine Bager [habvan

Three progects rom Sawdl Arabia
and one from Bahrain  were
selected recently as recipients of
the annual Tamween Challenge,
hosted by the King Abdulaziz
Center for World Culture, also
ko as lthra.

Al the six-day creative compe-
Hitopn  lasd Commpeetl-
tors  displayved  their  fnal
group projects al the Dhahran
headquariers before a judging
panel. Each project tried to solve
a nature-related  problem, I
ot Categones: pavilkon design;
graphic design; furmiture design;
and fashion desigm. The four
awarl-winmng  prajects  will

wiw K

HIGHLIGHTS

@ At the six-day creative
competition last waeak

competitors displayed their
final group projects at the
Dhahran headguarters
before a judging panel,

& Winners were selected

frem BO participants who
answered an open call for

designers from the Middle
East and North Africa.

e developed for commercial
production.

Winners were selected from
S0 participants who answered
an open call for designers from

the Middle East and North Africa.
Tanween, Ithra's Aagship program
since 2000, hag become an integral
parlt of fostering the thriving
creative community in the region.

Sultan  Al-Badran, creative
programs  developer at  Ithra's
Idecas Lab said: “The winning
projects teday will receive support
for the next couple of months by
Tanween Challenges” production
pariners o further develop the
winmers inmovative ikdeas into real
solutions.

“The winning projects are
8 reflection of the individual
capabilities and talent of each
of the winners, who will now
lake their projects o market”
Al-Badran said.

@@ Autistic children

struggling to get rights
in health and education

DR. BADER BIN SAUD

utizm diagnoses have increasad
significantly across the world
since 1970, with some estmates

SLEERSUNE a5 Many as one in every
23 children are identified as having

the condition

The last Saudl census estimated the Sawdi
population at about 18.8 milllon, meaning the
number of citizens with autism could be areund

B20,000,

It is necessary for the General Authonty
for Statistics to record the actual ember of

people with disabilities, as this
will contribute to drawing up
appropriate plans to help tham
= with many still strugging for
halp, and paople with autism in
particutar,

The Prince Mohammed bin
Salman Autism Program, in
cooparation with the Cleveland

Clinle in the US, has ovarsaan the establishmant
af canters in the Department of Defensa’s
millitary hospitals in Riyadh, Jeddah, Taif,
Dhahran, Tabuk, Hafar Al-Batin, and Khamis

Miushait

However, autistic pecple are still suffering with
ragard to their basic Aghts in the facilities of the
Minlstry of Health and Minéstry of Education. |
state this from tha expanence of a parent who
triesd] bo anrall his autsEtic son in a private Saud

school, but whose request was refused on the
pretext that there were no specialists or sultable

facilties to serse him.

Whan this father offered to bring In a speclalist
teacher, at his own expenss they still refused,

In contrast, the Brtish and Finnish sahools in

1he Days
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the same city weare willlng to accapt ham.

What is more diffioult with regard to
the Minsstry of Health is that some Saudi
doctors who have a reputation in the field of
autism advise their families to use traditional
mesdicineg to treat them and give them camsel
milk. The above behavior indicates that they ane
treating autism as a dissase, and this happens
despite its inclusion In the Mational Disakbiity
Projact. Yet, it is a broad and ill-defined disorder
that has not reached the stage of a diagnosable
and treatable disease, because its symptoms

wary from one person to another,

ii which explains why it was named
It e e for the Autiem Spectrum Disordar in
: ey 1983,
General Authority for The firat recorded deseription
Statistics to record of an autistia child dates back to
the actual number of 1799, but it was categorized as
people with disabilities. 55, cary stage of schizophrenia
The word autiam existed in those

days, taken from the Greek word “otz,” meaning
a person who is preccouplied with hamself,

ir 1881, Loma Wing, a British doctor, simplified
the charactenstics of people with autism.
The first of them was magination deficit,
meaning that the autistic parson has trouble
understanding metaphors and languages with
more than one meaning, does not undergtand
leglcal ideas, and doss not understand banter
af wordplay. The second = the difficulty in
estabisheng relationsheps with others and
making eye contact with them
O, Bt (en Saisd 5 & ofmn ST Tor &) Shacih rawipars
0 PTar A B WTeCa BT M MR TG Esdroh’, o thi

fensresr ey commarie ol The Spein) Foaces Mo Haj
amml ek in Shch Arahie K Soflacksrte il
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Mawhlba

Partnership deal

signed to support
talents in KSA

The Saudi Commigsion for
Health Specialties, awd the King
Alxhilaziz and His Companions
Foundation for Giftedness and
Creativity (Mawhiba) on Sunday
siemeed a partnership agreement io
st talerted Indivicnals

Thie ceremmony, which was held
in Kivadh, honored 15 talented
men Ml women frotm scveral
acientific fields.

e, Aws Al-Shamsan, secretary-
general of the commission,
spake of the body's pride i
supparting talent and creativicy,
A% et s partnering with
Aawhiba in exchanging experiise
and knowledge in sciemce
and research, implementing
Inmcwvative projects. SPA Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST ©OF THE REST

Assiastance Mo te narcotics
Hygiene Kits Altempt to
distributed in smuggle 160kg
Sudan, Syria of gat thwarted
The Saudi aid agency Ksrelief Eight Yemenis were armesied by

has distributed byghene Kits 1o
dRisplaced aned nesecly' Gonmilies i

Barder Guaand patrols i A-Tair,
Jiean [or attempling Lo s

Suclan ancd Syria, the Saudi Press 16k of gt vt the Ringedom.
Agrncy reporied. The suspects, who were
The akd group gave ool G20 apprehended for violating

hits to the mweedy in Sudkuns S

region, bhenefiting 3100 peogle,
The agency abso hanced out 3%

border security regulations,
b bty proscessesd acoording:
to inital legal procedures, The

shelter kits to 2,175 people in allegesd smugelers and the
Hiver Nile State in Sudan, sedred substances have been

L1y Sy, the groap secikred 706 lexnded over to the appropriate
byvgiene kits i Ldlib povernoraie ansthoritics.

fior < 6514 individheals from 76
Famblies affected by last year's

Separately, thres expatriates
lewve beets accused of frad

e rthsgaale, involving expired ool prodiscts
Elsesvhere, the agency has from unbknown sodirces. The
distrbasted 25000 bags of bread suspects stored over 55 tonnes
in Aklar and Miniveh in Lelsason. of explred chicken meat from
SPA Riyadh koo sourees. SPA Jazan

‘ Fallow frab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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In the bustling heart of
samndl Arabia, a cullnary
revolution is unfolding.

Restanrant  entreprenears  are
launching new collee shops and
[ast-food  restaurants that are
redefining the dining landscape
by offering high-quality food and
drinks at acceszible prices, The
cherry on top? They're hiring
local talent, bolstering both the
community and the econamy.

Imagine walking into a newly
opened ooffee shop or fast-food
joint with modest expectations,
only to be pleasantly surprised by
the taste and quality of yvour order.
This Is the new norm sweeping
across Uhe nation, These establish-
ments are quickly caming repata-
tions for delivering great foosd and
drinks without the hefty price tags.

“"Honestly, 1 always look for a
fair price when i comes to my
coffee, and this place fits the hill
perfectly”  frequent  customer
Ehalil Al-Azwari told Arab News,
*This coffee shop i= one of my
favorites, and they serve the best
VED for only SR (3267L It
greal value for money”

The allure of these new dining
spots  extends  beyond  just
effering great food and drinks. A

Arab Mews M ooans

The thirnd Belt Haill heritage
[estival, themed “Your Home
Away [rom Home" 15 a vibrani
display of Saudi Arabia's rich
cultural heritage, with tradi-
Honal  craftsmanship taking
cenler stage,

Al the heart of the festival is
the “Hail Wooden Door Making
and Plaster Engraving™ exhibit.
which has drawn crowds to the
Aja Park Entertainment Center
where the technigues and tools
used in crafting intricate designs
are an show,

Abdullah Al-Khazeam, a Hail
native and registered arisan
with the Saudi Nattonal Handi-
crafts Program “Bari” began
his jouwrney into the world of
intricate woodworking with a
childhood fascination for moud
construction,  which  evalvecd
it @ passionate  purscat of

cornerstone of this transforma-
tomn is the focus on emploving
local workers,

"Working here has been an
amaxing cxpericnoe,” saul Ahmed
saleh, a barisia at a prominent
coffee shop in Rivadh, “1 get to
work with top-nodch ingredients
and learn new skills. Plus, it's great
to =ee familiar faces enjoying the
coffes and food we prepare”

By pricritizing local hives, these
basinesses are nurturing a sense of
eommunity and providing valwahle
job opportunities. This approach
represents a refreshing change ina
country wiene the service indestry
has traditionally been domimated
b foredgn workers.

Local customers are equally
thrilled with the shift. “T love
that these new places are hiring
people from our own cities,” =aid
Bashayer Mohammed, a regular
patron. “It makes the expert-
ence fecl more personal and
connected to our community.”

However, not  evervone I8
erlarmcing this wave o ew dining
oplions,  Some  bocal  business
owners are fecling the heat as these
large  restauranit entrepreneurs
gain populanity, Many local estab-
lishments, which often have higher
prices, are strugeling (o compete,

"It's towgh,” said Saacl, who used
to own a coffee shop in Alkhobar.

mastering the art of wooden
door making and engraving,
Saudl Press Agency recently
reproried,

Al the festival, Al-Khazzam
showed his expertise, demon-
strating the nuanced differences
between regional door sivies
Hiz specialty lies in crafting
the distinctive old Hail house
door, traditionally made from
tamarisk wood and other local
timber varieties,

He highlighted the distine
tive features of the Najdi door,
which typleally  incorporates
three crossbars, in contrast with
the traditional Hail door's four-
crosshar desiemn.

Festivalgoers  seemed capii-
vated by Al-Khazzam's crafisman-
siip, marveling at the intricacy af
his work, SPA reported,

Beyomd door making, the
boodh  displaive a rmnge of
related crafts, Islamic plaster

LOCAL ECONOMY

Variety is the spice of life as kingdom
ushers in dining renaissance

L.ocal eateries are nurturing a sense of community, providing valuable job opportunities to Saudis

AT

L 5

Establishing a new
business reguires a deep
and thorough study

ol market needs, sound
management, and
dedication (o the business,
Takat Hafiz

Finaercial mnakyst

“We can't meatch the prices of
these big traders, and people are
nodicing, We're losing customers,
and 1t's affecting our velihomd.”
sand opened his coffee shop in

r

anter the
market, the

compatition
ta driving

Y el
to elevate

thelr game.
nstRErams
Aawardn ks

Dctober 2021 with high hopes
for success. “In the first month,
the numbers were doing great,”
he recalled. However, as the
months went by, business
began to  decline
steacily. Despite

iz «fforts 1o

adapt, the situa-

thon  worsened,

"It was surprising

because i gol ANTF,
way worse each _‘_‘___E__r'
motith.” Saad sakd, o o

Dedermined
savie his business,

TRADITIONAL CRAFTS

Hail’s ancient crafts breathe new life into cultural festival

engravings, integral to Najdi
architecture, adorn  mock-ups
of building entrances and the
majlis {reception roomsh,
Visitors were drawn to the
elaborate  engravings, patlerns
and modifs that offer a glimpse

into the social fabric of bygone
eras. The festival has reported a
surge in demand for these tradi-
tional designs, with many visitors
expressing  interest im buying
replica doors and decorative
picces for their homes,

to | Sawapa

Saad  ned  evernvthimg, “We
changed the memi, collaborated
with coupon companies,  and
parinered with delivery apps, We
even invested in advertising,” he
explained. Despite trying every
siratezy he ooukd think of, nothing
sermed (o work, "Noae of it madhe
a difference.” he admitied.

On top of these challenges,
Sand faced unexpected financial
burdens. “The rent was much
higher than I expected, and 1
didnt fully sccount for staff
salarbes and insurance” he sakd,
These expenses gquickly added
up, straming his Ainances,

The imcreasc in costs  has
led most merchants to reduce
expenses, cnf salaries, and lay
ofl employees. “Thix is a sign of
failure" Saad added. “Successhul
merchants imvest in the human
element and intellect to create
and  inmovale  solutions  for

survival, The general public has

a consumer mentality,
n a  problem-
salving one”
Desperate,  Saad
@ cven tried o osell
the coffee shop (o
imvestors.  “It just
Cdidnt owork”  he
| =id. Ultimately, the
| mounting losses forced
|' him o close the eoffee

§

b

Al-Khazzam’s repertoire
extends to  other traditional
items, such as replicas of histor-
ical water-raising devices, an
omate camel saddle that was
onmce a4 common sight in the
regton, and recreations of the

shop in 2023, “I was a huge loss
for me,” Saad reflected.

As  more  restauranl | eofpe-
preneurs enter the market, the
competition is drving everyone
o elevate their game, Local
hasinesses are starting (o take

notice amnd are sirdving o match
the quality and affordability thai
these new players offer, although
it remains a challenging transition.

In an interview with Arab
Mews, financial analyst  Tala
Hafiz emphasized the crucial
role that small and medium
enlerprses play i the Saudi
econony: “SMEs in Sauwdi Arabaa
and elsewhere aroumd the world
are the backbone of the economy
anid business activities”

Recognizing  this, the Saudi
government  has been proactive
i fostering the growth of these
enterprises. 1t has made significant
efforts to facilitate the growih of
SMEs and enhance their contriba-
tion to the Kingdom's non-oil gross
dorwestic product from 20 percent
fo.35 percent by 2050, Hafiz sdded

The establishment of the
Creneral Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises, also known
as Monshaat, in 2006 5 a testa-
ment o these elforts, “Monshaal
was created o regulate, support,
anid develop the SME sector in
the Kingdom,” Hafiz saddd.

\

Abdullah Al-Khartam's speclafty Bos in crafting the distinctive ald Hall hawse dear, traditionaly made from tamactak wood and other Bacal timbar warletios, 554

decorative elements that once
adorned traditional muad howses,

some of these designs Incorpo-
rale Quranic Yerses, proverbs,
and ornamental patterms while
cdhers Incorporate mofifs based
om bocal flora.
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Fighting rages in Ratah as

MIDDLE EAST WAR

Israeli strikes hit central areas

Tensions are high in the region, with concerns remaining over possible spread of violence

Reutars (ol

Isracli forces battled
Palestinian Highters In
the southern Gaza city

of Rafah om Sunday, and
struck areas in the center
of the coastal enclave
where thousands of
Falestinians displaced

from thelr homes have
heen seeking shelter.

Hesidents  in Rafah, near
the border with Egyvpl, said
ficrce hattles rapged between
Hamas-led fighters and lsraeli
forces, especially in the center
amd In w e
tanks advanced in the previous

Weslerm  areas

two dhays,

The armed wings of the Islamic
Tihad and Hamas militant groups
agid fAghters confronted lsraeli
forees with antl-tank rockets and

martar bombs,

The Israeli military said s
soldiers had killed a group
of fAzhiers who were moving
toward them and destroyed
ammumnition, tunnecl shafts, and
infrastructure in Tel Al-Sultan,
in the eastern part of the city,

A ceasefire effort bed by Qatar
and Egpvpl and backed by the
7S has so [ar failed becanse of
disagreements  between  the
combatants, who blame each
other for the Impsasse,

Israech strikes i the previoons

Polestinlans frrourm the death of relatives in Khuzaa in the Gaea Strp, AFH

24 hours killed at beast 64 and
wounded more than 100 others,
the local Health Ministry said,

Al least 22 owere killed by
sirikes on Sunday, according to

the Hamas-run Gaza govern
ment media office.
Isracll sirikes in
central Gaza in the past week
have been  (ocused on  the

areas  of

FASTFACT

lzraall strikes in areas of
cantral Gaza in the past week
hava bean Ffooused on tha Al-

Nuseirat camp, where dozens
of people have bean killad.

Al-Nuseirat camp, where dozens
of people have been Rilled,

“We hear the sounds of explo-
qbons in Nuselrat, and we see the
smoke rsing rom here in Deir
Al-Balah, the la=t relfuge you can
say, and the feeling tanks are
terrorizing us may roll here”
satd Tamer Aburakan, a resident
of Gazn Clty, now displaced in
the central area of Depr Al-Balah

“Where should we go next?
The cntire GGaza Stnp 15 under
fire, and we are being hunied
like deer in a forest. When is
enough? When the war will ever
end?” he sad via a chal app.

Tensions are high in the regron,
with concerns remaming over a
possible spread of violence.

Israel sabd om Tuesday i1 hadd
climinated halfl the leadership
of Hamas' military wing and
killed or captured abowt 14,000
fighters since the start ol the
wir, Isracl says 326 of its soldiers
have been killed in Gaza,

Hamas does nob release
casualty figures and sadd Israel
exagperales s reports to give the
impression of a "lake victory,”

HEALTH ALERT

Israeli army

vaccinating

Gaza troops

against polio

AFP Jerusalem

[srael has started vaccinatling
its iroops In Gaza against polio
and supplying vaccines for the
Palestinian  population  after
health agencies sabd the virus
has been found in the territory,
the military said on Sunday,

Army authorities have begun
“a broad wvaccination opsera-
tion for all ground troops, both
regular and reserves” said a
military statement.

The army did not give a figure
[or  the niumber
imvolved, but  thousands of
regular and reservist troops ane
reported to be Aghting in the
wir, which has raged since the
Ot ¥ Hamas attacks.

The statement said the order
wis  given  after the army
carried ol salmipele  Dests  in
Gaza, where most of the popula-
tion ks displaced. The war has
decimated health and sanitary
infrastruciure,

UN agencles sald this week
that the Global Polio Laboratory
Network found type -2 poliovirs

i solcliers

EXPANSION

Iraqio
import
electricily
Jrom

Turkiye

in six environmental samples
collecied an June 23.

Istacl's Health Minbstry said
it had made similar hndings.
Mo human cases have boen
reparted.

The Israell army sald T was
al=o working with other organi-
Zations to fake vaccines for
the Gaxza population into the
termitory, I sancl that S00,000
vaccines have so far been
supplied.

The highly contagions wvirus
s caught by drinking contami-
];|:|I_|,-|| waler or Ooral oontact,
[t can cause paralysis amd, in
extrome cases, death.

Wastewater rmuns  between
tents in many camps for the
displaced. and freshwater is
increasingly scarce,

With fuel limited, abd agencies

rapely  send oul  trucks  with
wiler, and pumps at  wells
cannol be used.

Many people walk long

distances to get safe water from

Polits et up by volunieers,
Northerm Gaza 15 sullenng

particalarly  badly from [oodd

AFP Bogrnd o

Ty sauldd on Sunday a new power
linee will bring electricity  from
Turkiye to = northem provinces
&= authoritics aim o diversify the
COUNATY'S @Nergy sources to ease
L'I'II!IlJllZ']III'.".'I".I'IIlllil,r.',l.-"-i.

The: I15-km lime connects to the
Kisik power station west of Mosul.

Il will provide 300 MW fom
Turkive o Imags northemn

- - =

= = g S

Pasestinlan children, carmying empty cantniners walk near stagnant wastewater, on thedr way to a food distribution point in Geir Al-Balah In the central Gaza Strip_ Fi-A0 "

;l-ﬂtl 'r['-l'-llll: shortages after major My children suffer from mf:;mu-m in morthern Gaza” he :L_-.::nlnix: 1:,.“}. 1.'|I:|.~.}1-n m.nln[mlmm :lnl-
s = ., I i I i i : =kl L - i

wissel] alle |1:-.i'|:|_ (S | - ll":!-'l:lj'rl‘-l"ri' lII'[li'l'."E'-.. L |_|,:: | | | H=a |: 4.| i mal |" e sonlchiers e
Ahmed Al-Shanban, a father Shanbart  sad  the family  Israch citizens.

o : 0 ching and coughing. 1 o

living in a camp in Jabalia, said Thnets s tmeaimeet 1 spends four hours cach day It said waccinations would

the water his family has “is not ' . - searching for a source of water. b carmicd oul as troops are

northern Gaza,

sititable for drinking or cooking "

“My children suller
Kickney disease, jaundice, fching
and coughing. There 8 no

Troam

provinces of Nineveh, Salah
Al-Din, and Kirkuk, acoording to 3
statement by the prime mindsters
e,

Prime Mimisicr Mohamed Shia
Al-Sudani said the new line was a
“strategic” step to link Irag with its
nefEhboring cmmires,

“The lne staried operating
tocday,” sad Ahmeed Mosesa,
spolesperson for the Electricity
Ministry,

Ahmed Al-Shanbar

Jabala seackaT

Decades of war have left Irags
infrastructure in a pitiful state,
with power culs worsening the
bdistering stimmer when bempera-
fures often reach 50 Celsas,

Many houschodds have just o few
hours of mains electricity daily,
and these who can alford W ouse
private generators (o keep fridges
ard air comditsoners minning.

Dsespite its vast oil reserves, lng
remnains dependent on imports o

The military said it had decided
with the Health Ministry “that
troops operating i the area
ghould  undergo  vaccination

meet its enerey needs, especially
from Iran, which regularly cuts
sLpgalbes,

Al-Sudam has  repealedly
stressed the need for Irag o diver-
sify energy sources o ease the
chiromic catames.

Baghcksl has been exploring
several possibilities (©  peduce
its dependence on Iranian  gas,
mcluding  mports  fom  Gulf
conanines,

“refreshed” in and out of Gaza,
There are abwoast 170,000 full-

o sodcliers amc anotiser 00000

rescTvists in the Ismael: army,

The Iragi government aims “to
coanpdete the connection with the
GOC electrie grid by the end of this
vear,” Al-Sudam saad on Sunday,

“"This will enmable Iraq to
mtegrate into the regional energy
gysterm,” albowing it to diversify lis
energy sonrces, he added,

In March, a 30-Km power
linet started operating o brng
electricity fromn Jordkan o
AlFRutbaly in Irag’s southwest,
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AFP Briusasats

The top UN courts ruling that
Bsrael's  STvear occupation  of
Pabestinian  land was  “illegal”
is “largely consistent with EU
positions,” the bloc’s foreign
policy chief said.

The sweeping opinion by The
Hague-based International Court
of Justice — which called for
the occupation to end as soon
as possible — was immediately
siammed as a "decision of hes™ by
[sracl

But the ELs High Represents-
tive for Foredlgn AfTadrs sabkd that
the bloc had taken “good node”
of the court’s ruling amd urged
hirther backing for the court’s
opiTEon.

“In a world of constant and
mereasing violations of intemna-
tional law, it is our moral duty to
reaffirm our unwavering comnmii-
mend 1o all ICT decisions in a
consistenl manner, orespeclive
of the subject in question,” Josep
Horredl sadd.

He aclded in a statement that the
opinion “wWill need 1o be analyzed
more  thomoughly, ncluding in

CONCERN

EU backs ICJ ruling on ‘illegal’ Israeli occupation

F

3
o

Palastinlune look at the damages at a UN-run schoal sheltering displaced peaple in Gaza Clty, followlng an leraell strike, Faotars

view of s implications for EU
policy.”

The 1C)s ruling is not binding,
bt It comes ambd  mounting
conoern over the death toll and
destructon m Isracl’s war againsi
Hamas sparked by the groups
brutal Oct. 7 attacks, as well as
mereased tensions In the Wesd

Bank.
Iz mtervention is likely to

increase diplomatic pressure on
Tsrae] over the war in Gaza, as will

the ELMs backmg.

Lsraedi Prime Minister
Benjamin Metanvahu denounced
the ruling.

In June 1967, Israel scized the
then-Jordan-annexed West Bank
and East Jerusalem, the Golan
Hreights from Syria, and the Gaza
strip and the Sinal Pendrsula from
Egyvpl in a crushing six-day war
azainst its Arab neizhbors.

It them began o seitle the
70000 sq. km. of selsed Arab
territory.

The UN later declared the
oocupation of Palestinian  termi-
tory illegal, amnd Caimo regained
the Sinal under jts 1979 pesce deal
with [srael.

AFP igbaniu

President Recep Tavyip

Erdogan sald that Turkiye
was ready to bulld a Cyprus
naval base “if necessary.”

“1r IECESIry, We Cin constrict a

b and naval stmsctures in the
north” of the divided =and. the

efficial  Anadolu hews
reported him as saving,

"We also have the sra)” Erdosan
sabd as he flew back to Turkive
after visiting mowrthern Cvprus o6
Saturday 1o mark 50 veals sinoe
Turlave's invasion,

He also accsis] 1ival Greeee of
wanting (o establish its own naval
base on Cyprus, whose future both

LTIy

DIPLOMACY

Turkiye ready to build Cyprus
naval base ‘il necessary’: Erdogan

President sees no point in continuing UN-led negotiations on the Mediterranean island's future

sickes remain as divided as ever,

In 1983, Turkive installed what
it calls the Turkish Repubdic of
Northemm Cyprus, THNC, which
e other country has meoogmized
four decadkes alter Turkish Cypriol
beaders proclaimed it

As  Greek Cypriots  mourmed
those Kilkeol and still missing snce:
the 1974 comvulsion of violence,

Cyvpriol President  Nikos Chrasto-
doulicles sl on Satwrday  that
reunification was the only option.

Cyprus joined the EU im 2004
bart was still dividded after the Greek
Cyprols overwhelmingly rejected
a UN plan to end their differences
with the Turkish Cyprinis

But on the other side of the
UN-patrolled  buffer zone  that

separales  the two  communi-
tes, Emdogan rojected the federal
mode] championed by the UN on
saturday, saying he saow no point in
relaunching talls on sach a plan,
“Frankly, we do nod think it is
poessible o starl a new negobaton
process  without  establishing an
equation whereby both parties =i
dowm as equals and leave the table

as eoueals,” Ercdogan saicd

The last round of UN-backed
tilks to reunify the island collapscd
i 20017,

“We are constnscting the presd-
cleniial building of Northerm Cyvprs,
TRNC, amd the pariament baalcamg
on the Bdand, They are constructing
a military base, we are building a
polstical base,” Erdogam added.

EXCAVATION

Archeologists in Bahrain unearth Gulf's earliest Christian structure

Arb Maws Do)

Bahrainl and British  arche-
alogisis say they hiave discoy-
ere] what 15 believed (o be the
first Christian strocture in the
Arabdian CGulf, dating back to the
fourth century.

Located n Samahidj, in the
Babhiraini city of Muohiarrag,
the unearthed strocture s
considered “the first material
evidence of Lhis ancient commu-
nity,” according to the Bahrain
MNational Communications
Center,

“While Chrstianity is not
predominantly  associated] wath
the Gulf states today, the Church
of the East, also known as the
Nestorian Church, flourished in
the reglon for centuries until the
7th century CE, comciding with
the widespread Islam amongst
the communities in 610 CE” the
NCC said in a statement

Archeologists said that radio-
carbon dating of the Samahij
gite confirmed “the bullding was
orciipksd between the micd-4tl
and mid-8th centunes CE, hkely
abandoned as Islam  spread
among the local population.”

Digging at the site commenoed
al a mound within the Samahij
cemetery, where archeologists
discovercd the remains of a
s Gae,

Further excavation revealed a
large building with sight rooms,
including a kitchen, dining
roaty, workshop, and three
living quarters, 10 is believed thal
the construction of the moscgue
on the site contributed to the
preservation of the building
below, the NCC added.

The hOndings suggest  the
building may have been the
residence of the bishop of the
local diocese. which ineluded
Sarmahij.

Historical sources rmefer to
this area as "Mishmahig™ or
“Mashmahig” likely variations
o SBamahi),

Records also indicate  a
connection between the region
and central church authorities,

FASTFACT

Dr. Salman Al-Mahari said
that the excavation, now

in its final stages, is an
important piece of Bahraind
history, providing valuable
insights into the Christian
presence in the region,

with one bishop dismissed in
410 and another condemned for
challenging church unity in the
seventh century.

The excavation project, a
collabsorative elort hetween the
Bahrain Authority for Culture

and Antiquitics and a British
team led by Prof. Timothy Insoll
of the Institute of Arab and
Islamic Studies at Exeter Univer-
sity, and Dr. Salman Al-Mahari
of the Hahrain Authoniy for
Culiure and Antiquities, began
in 20089 and culminated in these
sipniificant findings in 20235

This discovery is unique due
fo its location in the heart of
a modern, densely  popalated
town, unlike previons Christian
structures found in remote areas
along the Gulf coast.

Notabde fAnds include three
plaster crosses, wo  adorming
the building's exterior and one
possibly kepl as a personal
memento, along  with  wall
carvings featunng a fish symbaol

and part of the "Chi Bho” symbaol,
representing "Christ™
Al-Mahan  explained thai

the excavation, now in s final
sIAETES, S A .iml.:l'l]l.'tﬂ.nl. iJif.'li.'ﬂ

of Bahraini history, providing
valuabde insights into the Chris-
tian presence in the region.,

Initial studies sugpested the
site dated from the sixth o
cighth centuries, but  radio-
carbon dating confirmed fourth
cenfury origins, making i one
of the oldest Christian build
ings in the Arabian Gulf. Recent
findings include a clear Eastern
cross an a plaster slah,

The excavation also revealed
details about the building and its
inhabitants' lives. Constructed
with stone walls coated in
plaster amnd plaster lNoors, the
building featured sockets and
holex indicating door amd seat
placements,

The kitchen contamed odt-in
ovens with bases amnd storage
arcas.  Artifacts suggest  the
mhabitants  enjoyed a  good
slandard of living, consuming
meat, fish, shellfish, and various

crops. The discovery of semi-
precious agate beads and broken
Indian podtery  indicates  the
occupants  were  nvolved  in
trade, particularly with India
Small drinking glasses and 12
copper ooins swggest the wse
of Sasanian Empire currency
Adiditionally, spindle whorls and
copper needles hint at the possi-
hility of cloth production for

religFiouns purpsoses,
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In this file pheto, Afghan girls attend thalr class at a primary sachool In Bati Kot district of Nangarhar province on September 18, 2023 AFF

Modaser Iskamil <oty

MNajiha's life as an
educator came to a halt
after the Taliban Imposed
a ban on girls’ education
almost three vears ago,

a controversial policy
that also forced many
Afgham teachers out of
the classroom.,

When secomndary schols for girls
were suspended in Seplember
2021 — a month after the Taliban
took coninsl of Afghanistan — §t
restlted in about L1 million girls
being denied access to formal
education and scores of female
teachers losing their jobs, as the
new policles only allowed them
Lo teach in girls’ primary schools

"We had this Fear but didn't
know it would happen so soo.
[t was the hardest thing to know
that I woutldn't be able to teach
anyvmore,” Najiba, an  English
teacher in Kabul, told Arab News,

TALIBAN' S SHENANIGANS

Ban on girls education

takes mental, financial toll
on Afghan teachers

Female teachers cannot teach boys; women restricted from many workplaces

"*"The change happened so
sickbenly and so guickly that
it was difficult for me o cope
with it. I develogped very serious
levels of stress and depression as
a resull of losing my joib and my
profession.”

For the 37-vear-old who used
o teach at a local high school,
the consequences on her mendal
health were “hmoversibie™ not
just for her, but also for her
family, as she was forced (o stay at
home most of e Hme,

“1 feel 1 am becoming illiterate
becruse T don't study. T miss my

students and colleagues  every
day amd every moment. 1 fecl
lowely most of the time at home,”
ahe said.

When the pollcy went Inio
[oree, all female teachers From
secondary and high schools were
reassigned to elementary schools
“where there was a shortage of
leachers" an official from the
Afghan Ministry of Education
told Arab News, declining o be

names because hewas nod autho-
rized to speak (o the press

“In addition, some of them
were assigmsd 1o mixed schools,
where boys and girls study in
different shifis, to teach in the
girls” shift. The rest are staying a
hoeme™ the afTicdal sadd,

“The ministry's plan is that
only female teachers wall teach in
girls” schools and male teachers
will be transferredd o boys'
schiols. This has been gucceRs-
[ully implemented in Kabul and
other provinces.”

A vear after their takeover, the
Taliban had eliminated 14,000
government jobs held by women,
the mgpority of which were
texching positions, acoording
to a report pablished by the U8
povertuments oversight authorty
on Afghanistans reconstruction
known as SIGAR

Yet despite the Increasing
uncertainty  over  the futare
of edocation for girls im
Afrhanistan, Najiba is  still

holding out hope,

“I mreally hope and pray
something  good happens  and
irls" schools reopen so we can go
hack to where we belong, in the
classroom and school. Nothing
ekse will make us happy and help
us gel back to our normal condi-
ton,” she said.

For RKhaperai, who used to
teach al a seccondary schood
in Jalalabad, the capital of the
eastern Nangarhar provinee, the
Talibans policies were taking
a toll on her mental health and
finandcial situation,

The #2-vear-odd has tried to
no avall to get transferred to a
primary school as there are no
vacancies in her area

“And [ couldn't leave my famlly,
The change in my condition has
nof only immpacted me psycho-
logically but has posed economic
challenges as well,” she told Arab
MNews, adding that ber hushand
has also lost his job due o the
ONEDINE economic crikis.

Shehab Sumion Chaka

Bangladesh’s Supreme Court on
Sunday scrapped most of the
quotas on government jobs that
had sparked nationwide oanrest
in the country and resulted in
deadly clashes betwesn police
am student protesters that killed
more than 100 people in the past
week,

University students have been
demonstraling  on  Campuses
since the beginning of July to
demand o reformation of the
quota system thal reserved 30

MERIT-BASED RECRUITMENT

Top court in Bangladesh cuts govt job quotas

percent of government jobs for
relatives of veterans who fought
in Bangladesh™ 1971 liberation
WHT.

The povernment abolished
the quatas after stwdent protests
i 2018, but i1 was reinstated by
Bangladesh™ High Courl last
momth, setting off a new round
of demonstrations  that  was
met with a harsh crachdown,
i liding a curfew and a cormmi-
nications ackout that ket the
eouniTy of IT0 million people cut
el T Trosmm The wearled.

Ruling on an appeal, Attorney

reneral AM Amin Uddin said
the Supreme Courl had ondered
the quoda reserved [or veterans
to b cud to 5 percent and for 93
percent of jobs to be allocated on
merit. The remaining 2 percent
will be reserved [or members
o ethnic minonbes and peopde
with disabilities.

“In the future, the government
may change the ratio if needed.”
Amdn Uddin told Arab News,

"“Wow, 1 will send a copy of the
verdict to the law minister for
e next steps, (I hope a gazeite
will be published in this regard

within the next couple of days™

The verdict came aller demon-
strations spiraded into  deadiy
clashes, prompting authorities
to impose a curfew ahead of the
supreme Court hearing, which
Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan told AFP will continue
"until the situation Improves.”

The military was on  patrol
in the streets of Dhaka, along
with rot police and thousands
of Border Guard personnel as
all gatherings were banned
amid an i bier
of casualties,
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Making progress
Azerbaijan works
toward peace
with Armenia

Azerhaljan s proposing to sign
a document with Armenia on
the hasse principles of a future
peace treaty as an interim
e as they wrangle over a
broader deal, a senior Azerbai-
Jami officaal sakd on Sanclay.
Both Armenia and Axerbaigan
have repeatedly said they
WAt to SIET & peskce treaty 1o
end the conflict. Azerbaigand
President Tkam Alivey saud on
saturday a text of a treaty was
8000 percent ready but re-
peated it was irmpossi bbe 1o ke
it be*fore Armenda amended
its constitufion o remove an
indirect reference to Karabakh

independence, whilch Armenia

Mew deal

Philippines and
China will aveid
seaclashes

Two Philippine officials

saled Sunday that Mandla

and Beging have reached a
ckeal to avoid confrontations
at a fercely dispated shoal in
the South China Sea, where
recent clashes have sparkesd
fears of larger conflicts that
cotld involve the United
Sates,

Thie deal was forged after a
series of closed-door meetings
betweern Philippine amd Ch-
nese diplomats in Manila and
exchanges of diplomatic notes
that abmed to cstablish a mutu-
ally acceptable arrangement
at the Philippine-ocoupled
Second Thomas Shoal, which

ha= rejecied. Reuters China also claims. AP
1 he Days GERMANY: UBANZATION
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FOR THE TRAIN ORF ON THE F'L.lnl'-tE.
Virtual You'

FETER COVENEY AND ROGEER HHGHFIELDR

In this deeply H|IJI'I'I-I'II!I‘|:iI'IE
book, Peter Coveney and
Roger Highfleld reveal what
it will take to bulld a virtual,
funotlonal copy of a pargon
in five staps.
Along the way,
they take you
an a fantastic
voyage through
the complexity
of the human
body, desaribing

Inclement weather
China braces

for twin tropical
cyclonesthis week

Two tropical cyclones will
bring gales and heavy rain to
China's eastern scaboard this
week, with the first expected
to make landfall on Sunday,
afer deadly flash Noods
struck the country’s imlerpor
over the weekend.
Prapiroon, named
after a Thai rain deity, is
expocted to make landfall
in China's southernmosi
island province of Hainan on
Sumdday night as a strong tropi-
cal storm. the first tropical
cyclone to hit China this year,
national forecasters
sail. Reuters

the latest soientific and
technological advances—
from multiscale modeling
to extraordinary new
forms of computing —

that will make

L “virtual you”© a

I reality, while also
:un:i-ﬂering Tl

¢ ethical questions
imherent to realizing
truly pradictive
madicing.

Baronts Soa
Russiasays it
intercepted US
bhomber planes

Russia sab] Sunday that it
scrambded Aghter jets 1o pre-
vient two US stratepic bomber
planes from crossing its border
over the Barents Sea in the Are-
fic, The 1S military mootinely
carries out flights over intermna-
tional waters, operations that it
says are conducted in neutral
airspace amd in accordance
with intemational Law.

But Moscow has responded
mare ageressively to the
evercises in recent months,
wartimg i June that US drone
Hizhts over the Black Sea
risked leading to a "direct”
muilitary clash. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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United Republican Party ready to deliver ‘red wave’

he Repubdican National
Comvention held in
Mibwaukee last week was
d TNOAHLOENS Oa0CASIOT
marked by restliemnce, unity
and a renewed sense of pur-
poase lor the GOP. Former Presddent Doasakid
Trump delivered a stirring speech that nol
only accepled the party's presidential nomi-
nation for the third time, bat also aimed to
unify the party and inspire the nation. This
seceptance speech, the longest in modern
e ||i:-:||_||.':|.' al more thin 80 minuies, was a
testament to Trump's endurnng influendae
and the party's collective determination.
Trump's address came just days after a
harrowing assassination attempt at a rally in
Batler, Pennsylvania, where a 20-year-old
assailant, Thomas Matthew Crooks, tried to
take his life, The aftempt, which resulted in
a bk grveing Trump's ear and the g
dieath of one atlendee, underscored the
vidafile political climate. However, it also
hizhlighted Trump's unwavering resolve
and the hravery of Secret Service personned,

&%
Trump's call for a
new era of safety,

prosperity amd
[recdom resonales

deeply with the
party’s core values

U T '_-_ B frda oh

-~ T ]
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wiho acted swiftly to neatralize the
threat. “Bullets were continning to fiy,”
I'murmp recounted, praising the “brave™
Secred Service agents who “mushed (o
the stage ... these are great people, at
great risk, let me tell yvoar”

Rather than dampening his spirit, the
mcident seems (o have galvanized him aomd
his supporters, underscoring a scnse of
shared destiny and resilicnce.

Trump's speech at the Fisery Forum was
a cabl for wnity and a vision for America’s
fuiture. He emphasized the crtical junctuire
al which the nation stands, stating: “Just a
few short days apo, my joumey with you
nearty efchesd, And vel, here wie are tonaght,
anited i our vision for the future, promise
ared renewal of America. We bve in a world
of miracles”

The former president s message was one
ol ambition and high expectations. Tramp
spoke directly to the vounger generations,
acknowledging their pivotal role in shaping
the future. Hepublicans see an opportu-
nity with Gen Z voters, who do mot feed

DALIA AL-AQIDI
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especially behobden to either major party
LIk Vance, at 29, is the first millennial on a
major party presidential ticket, while Vivek
Hamaswamy, 38, a former rival for the
Republican nomination, addressed rmilken-
nials andd Gen X directly.

The convention also showeased a strong
miessage ol urnty within the GOP, Former
N Ambassador Nikki Haley, who posed a
solid challenge to Trump eadier this year,
offered a robust endorsement. “For the sake
of oaIr nation, we have to go with Donald
Trimp,” she declare=d, Her endorsement wies
med with a stancing ovation from Trump.

Trump's specch culminated ina
call to action, urging his supporters
to cotne ot in droves in Novembser to
“whisk him back into the White House"
He promised to launch a new era of zafety,
prosperity and freedom for all citizens,
ermphasizing that “the discord and division
in our society must be healed, we muost
heal it guickhyy” He assured the cromwd that
his resolve was unbroken and his purpose
was unchanged: to deliver a governrment

that serves the Amenican peopic.

As the convention ended. the energy and
enthusiasm were palpable. Republican
candidates across the nation are now more
eriergdaed and ready to win, This unity and
determanation coubd bead to the " red wave™
the GOP envistoned in 2022 The party
stamds united, invigorated by a shared vision
aned ready to seize the Tuture

It is clear that the GOP has reached a
pivatal moment. The emphasis on unity,
ambidtion and high expectations sets i
poaveriunl toae [or the upootming elechion
Trump's call for a new cra of safety,
prosperity and recdom resonates deeply
with the party’s core values and the aspira
thoms of it supporers,

Ax the nation moves closer to the
November elections, the GOP's renewed
cense of purpose and unity will be crucial
b mmobiliEng voters amnd achieving electoral
success, The convention has demon-
strated that the party is ready io cinbrace
the challenges ahead and work toward a
brighter future for all Americans,

ik
By the time
Trump left the
White Hounse,

the Iranian
H‘[I-"I-'E'I'IIIHI."EII
was [acing
severe political
and financial
dilliculties

How Iran’s leaders view US presidential election

ran’s leaders are closely monitoring

e 115 presiclemiial edecthon cam-

padgn dhue 1o its sigmificant mplica-

Hons for their country. The outcome

of the election is expected to have

a direct impact oo [ran’s politkcal
anil eronomic lands APE, AS resai]d, recend
presiciential debates and pofitical disousssons
within Iran have increasingly centered on
the US elections, with particular emphasis
om the potential of Donald Tromp securing
another term in office. This heightened focus
reflects the considerabde interest in how the
election result might Influence US-Irnkan
relations and broader geopaolitical dynamiles.

The leadkers i Tehran generadly prefer i

when Democrats win US elections due to the
range of favorable policies and dipdomatic
approaches typically associated with the
Dempecyatic Party. Historically, Democratic
aciminstrations hive shown a greater
inclinatvon toward negotiating and engaging
i1 ekalogiee with Tran, rather Caan adogting
a confrontational stance, This diplomatic

engagerment aften ncludes a more lenbent
APpIOach forard samctions, which can
alleviate some of the economic pressures
faced by Iran. Such policies can create a
miote favorable environment for fran's
ecomomy and international relations.

Far example, in the irsi qquiarter of 2024,
Iranian oil exports =aw a dramalic imcresse,
reaching LE2 million barrels perday — a
lese] Fiedd seen sinsee Oclober 2008,

Moreover, Democrats have been more
open to reentering or renegotiating agree
ments that aim to address the Iran maclear
program. For instance, the Ohama acdmin-
IsIraAlon s egrdiatiogn ol the Jodnt Com e
hensive Plan of Action was a significant
step in this direction, providing Imn with
sanctions reliel

In contrast, Hepublican adminisirae-
thoms have been knosen for thelr ad-Hne
podicies, including Trump's withdrawal
from the JCPOA and the relmposition of
severe sinctions. This approach Increases

Lk escomomie strain on lran and hegghiens
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tensions. Therefore, Ikanlan leaders
dlen view a potentil Democrate viclory
as more advaniageous, &s it could lead to
reduced sanctions, increased oppsoriam
ties for negotiation and a less restrictive
approach toward Irans nuclear ambitions,
ultimately benefiting s steateghe and
eoonmmIc inferess

For mstance, during President Tromp's
femare, the situation was starkly cdifferent
Lo {oxckay. By the time Trurmpe befd G White
House, the Iranian government was facing
severe political and financial difficulties.
Tehrans econommy wias nearing collapse
with inflation and unemployient reaching
unprecedented bevels, Inaddition, Iran was
in survival mode and desperately necded
cash to maintain its power, as odl exports
chwindled under the Trnmp administration.

Uncder the Trump administration,
sanctions exerted substantial pressure on
the Lramian government, forcing its leaders
for cuil fumnding to militkes, allies and teriog

proups Militants reportedly ded nof receve

thelr salaries or benefits, malking
i1 chalbenging For them (o continue ighting
on behall of Tehran

In conclusion, Iran's leacders Favor
the election of a Democratic president
due to the historical tendencies of the
party % administeations to engage diplomatl-
cally and offer more lenient policies
toward Tran. Froem thetr perspective, the
peoderitinl For renewed negotiations, emsed
sanctions and a less restrnctve approach (o
Iran's nuclear program represents a mach
better scenarna for Tehran's ecomomic and
gtrategic interests.

This 15 i stark contrasst (o e more robsd
stance ypncally associated with Repubscan
adminastrations, particolary that of Trump,
wivose presidency was marked by Amen:
ca's withdrawal from the JCPOA and the
imposition of severe sanctions. Therefore,

a Democratic victory is seen by the Irnian
leackers as offering a more favorable environ-
Frenl comppraredd 1o e challenpes posed by a
podeniiad return to power of Tramg
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Fresh approach needed if Daesh is to be defeated
HAFED AL-GHWELL
I has been 10 vears since Daesh of affihates and local mmsurgencies that changing global security environmeni. ol smugeling. Intermational cooperation
emerged on the global stage and an- gpan continents. Unfortunately, global attention to Daesh is esseniial n operations to disrapt these
noundced itsell as a caliphate. Despite Across the world, countries and entire pontinnes to wane in the face of other networks by tracking and blocking ilkicit
suffering major territorial defeats subregions find themselves increasingly emergent conflicts and geopalitical rifts fnancial Bows. Such multificeted strate-
il the hands of a global coalition, bufeted by emboldened splinter groups and this reduced scrutiny is inadvertently gles, executed in concert, are desigmed (o
the group remains a persistent and that operate with mpunity while the global auding the reorganization and expansion of comprehensively weaken Daesh's strucharal
evolving thread. ooalition races to catch up. the group. and operational prowess.

Atits peak, between 2005 and 2007, Daesh
ruled a swath of land larger than Great

Paritadn, Bad tens of thousamnds of lehters
and conduwcted audacions attacks in Africa,

Axia, the Middle East and European cities,

The Middle East, particubarly Iraq andd
Syria, remains Daesh’s main arca of focus
but recent shifis in its sirategy, and the
evalving dynamics in this part of the world,
have led o an evobutbon of the group's

including Paris and Brussels, operations

Although its conventional ii Bevond the Middle East,
capabilities have been signif- Daesh's global reach has
icantly degraded since 2018, Its evolution been reinvigorated through
its capacity for asymmeiric alliances with and suppsor
wirfare has only grown and into a decentralized for local afiliates in parts of
become more persistent, network off Africa and Asia,
defying conventional strate-  pegional branches Treshs affiliate in Western
zies for countering threats. displays a tenacious Alrica has broadened jts

Its eyvodution into a operational scopse, imdis-
decentralized network of knack for criminately targeting
regional branches displays a survival military installations and

tenacious knack for survival

and ackapability in the Face of catastrophic
terTitorial losses and a more experienoed
counter-Dacsh coalition,

Maoreover, whether through high-profile
terrorist attacks crchestrated by affiliates
in Moscow or sporadic guernilla operations
in Iracg and Svria, Daesh’s abdlity to exploit
instability remains a potent threat, Five
vears alter bosing its last significant strong-
hold in Baghowe, Syria, Deesh continues (o
asserl its influence in ungoverned, unstable

regions by leveraging a sprawling network

civilian populations alike,
This pattern extends to Mozambigue, when:
splinter cells have destabilized the Cabo
Dielgado region, demonstrating an ability to
adapt to lecal conflict dynamics and explodt
regional vulnerahilities.

Worrvingly, the establishment

of new provincial structures, such as ils
General Divectorate of Provinces, reveals

that an increasingly confident Daesh

is rapidly consolidating its new model
in preparation for an organized expan:
ghon and even deeper integration in the
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As the international focus pivots toward
management of ongoing conflicts or the
prevention of new ones, Daesh looks
mare podsed than ever to exploil these
ehistrsctions, emboldened by Fragmented

Initiatives designed (o balster local
governance, along with targeted develop-
menit programs, can disrpt recruitment
ppelines, while sustained imternational

collaboration will be vital for monitoring

responses as regional ancl neutralizing the
powers Axate on ii group’s transnatiomal links.
countering localized threats Without such a holistic
froim a group sustained AN llI-II"I‘EEEIIIIII} approach, the ideolosical
by sophisticated, globe- confd 1' appeal of Daesh and iis
spanning networks sharpened operational
In Iraq and Syria, coali- Ixaesh is rapidly capabilities will continue
tion activities extend to the consolidating to fimd fertile grouncd
bolstering of local security Its new model In il rising geopolitical
and military forces through mstability,
intensive Iriming programs P""mﬂn“ foran Ensuring the endunng
and robust intelligence- organized expansion  defeat of Daesh will take

shartng initiatives, These
collaborations are vital in efforts (o preven|
Diaesh from reclaiming territocies or estab-
lishing new strongholds.

In Africa, the coalition comncentrates on
efforts to enhance the capacity of regional
cotntertermrism forces and foster ciss-
border cooperation to tackle the trans-
national, pan-provincial nature of Dacsh
aMiliates,

On the hnancial front, the group’s
revenue strcams now nclude diversified
methods that extend beyond extortion and

mcire than military mmight

and security-focused approaches. As we
mark a decade since Lhe emergence of
Daesh, a transition of global strategics from
dismissal of the group as a persistent threat
o a mobilization for its enduring defeat will
be complex and fraught with challenges.

However, global coordination, sustained
attention and multifaceted appraaches will
be indispensabde in the elTorts to dismanthe
Daesh's global network and prevent the
group from capitalizing on the world's
geopoditical distractions.

UR politics may be at a turning point

nch media attention

has focused on the July

4 VR election won by

Labowr with a landslide

that ranks alongside

the party's other major
viclories in 1997 and 19445, However, there
may be a bigeer, long-term reason historians
come to regard 20024 as a pivolal political
mameent — that is, the increasing fragmen-
tation of the UK palitical
landscapse. Alongsice
Labours huge win, seats

L 1

hustortcally hige, as they helped catalyze
an era-defining realignment that led to the
modern UR electoral system. Indeed. the
FENS win weas the last ime that the Liberals
wion an absolute majority in the House of
Commons, while it was also the Lt general
election in which neither Labour mnor the
Conservalives won the popular vode,
Almaost 2N vears on [rom 1906, the UK
poditical system s again showing sienificant
signs of disequilibrivm, Most
notably, the collective share
of the vode won on July 4 by

were abso gained by the The collective Labsaur and the Conservatives
Liberal Democrals, Reform, wis the lowesl since the end
the Welsh nationalist shareofthevote .. w word war

Plaid Cymru party and the ~ 'WON by Labourand  The decline of the tradi-
Lreens. Meanwhile, the the Conseryatives  tonal two-parny dominance
soottish National Party was the lowest I5 ot new, From 19465 1o 1970,
continues to compsetle for i th 1oftl Labsour anl the Conservi-
promuinence with the for- Since ine tives collectively averaged
merly ruling Conservatives, First World War  more than 0 peroent of the

To gauze why this could
b 5o siEnificant, it is necessary o look at the
last time the UR expenenced back-to-back
landslides, in opposite directions, as seen in
20019, with a big Conservative win, ancd the
2024 Labour victory, Remarkably, this was
more than a century ago, m 15Kk, with a
huge Conservative victory, and in 19046, with
an cverwhelming Liberal win.

Thee 1900 and 1906 elections are
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vider, ancl also seats won, in

the eighl UR general elections held in this
pericd. Yet, the average share of the vole
ot by the two parties fell sipnificantly in
the subseqguent nine UK generil elections

It is the Liberal Democrals, which gained
more than 60 seats on July 4, that have
probably done more to date to break the
hodd of the two major parties. From 18974 to
HHES, the party's average share of the vote
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in general clections, including the Liberal/
Social Democratic alliance from 1983 1o 1987,
was just below 20 percent, although the
party slumpsed in the polls after forming a
coalition government with the Conserva-
tives fromm 2000 to 2015,

While the Liberals have long taken
vides from both major parties, the overall
political imrpact has probably been greatest
on Labour, The success of the Liberal /SDF
alliance was one factor

o Labours long period

that helped contribate 'i"

profmksed in 2004 that, if e won a
majorily in the 2005 general ebection, he
wiodlld hold an *in or out™ referendum on
the UR staving part of the EUL So, UKID
had a profound influence on Britain, with
the 2006 referendum resulting in a victory
for the Leave campaign.

The decline of the Labour-Conservative
twi-party system may make the outlook
For LR palitics more unpredictable, since
it 15 harder for any single
party (o SCCure o majority
sovernment, This i despite

in opposition from 1979 The decline of the first-prast-the-post voting

(o 1987, when it endured sysiem that tends (o resull

four consecutive general the Labour- in the leading party gaining

election defeats before Conservative two- sigmificantly larger

Tony Blair's premiership. Mg}ﬂm may number of seats in the
several other parties make the outlook House of Commmons than

have come 1o prominence, Z wotlld bse the case under

oo, including the SNF, for Uk poliicsmore o ionate

which currently governs unprediciable electoral system — a situa-

in the Edinburgh-based lican that also benefited

dbevolved parliament, Reform, the Greens Labour on Juky 4.

and Plaid Cymru. Beform's predecessor, the &0, the UR's long-standing two-party

UK Independence Party, or UKIF, won the gystem may be giving way toa

Eurogsean Parliament vote in the UK in 2004,

thus becoming the first party other than

the Conservatives or Labour towina UK

national eleciion m more than 100 years.
Diriven im part by URIP's appeal, David

Carmeron, the prime meinister at the time,
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Mirmal Narayanan Hiyocdh

Global electricity demand
is expected to rise by
around | percent this
vear, up rom 2.5 percent
in 2023, driven by robust
economic growth,

according to an analvsis,

In its latest report, the Interna-
tomnal Energy Agency highlighted
that intense heatwaves amd the
growing adoption of electricity-
powersd technologies, such as
elecine vehicles and heat pumps,
are driving the increase in glohal
electricity demand.

Many regions expericnoed
aevere heat waves in the first
hall of 2024, which heightensd
electricity needs and  stradned
power grids. May was the hottest
month of the year, marking
the 12th consecutive mointh of
record-high temperaiures,

Inclia, Mexien, Pakistan, the
U5, Vietnam, and several other
colntries  experienced  sevens
heat waves in the first hall of
the vear, leading o surging peak
loads due to increased cooling
Teidds,

“Growlh in global electricity
chemand this vear and next is sel
o be among the fastest in the
past fwo decades, highlighting
the growing role of electricity
in oarr economies as well as the
impacts of severe heat waves,”
sald Kelsuke Sadamori, divector
of Energy Markets and Security
al TEA.

The eneregy agency added that
more  houscholds,  especially
in emerging cconomies, have
started o purchase alr condi-
togvers, lurther diving electricity
chemand i these regaons.

The IEA also emphasized
that adopting  higher eliciency
standards for air conditioning
15 crucial to mitigate the impact
of ncreased cooling demand on
[HWEr Sysiems

The report akso hdghbighted that
expanding and reinforcing power
grids 15 essenbal for ensunng a
reliable electricity supply.

The IEA noted that renewables
are rapldly advancing globally,
with solar photovoltaic set o
achleve new records,

India and China

to drive growth

The energy think tank further
noted that this rise in electricity
clemand growth will be driven by
countries like India, China, and
the TS,

“We expect this demand trend
bo continue in 2025, with growth
al=o at 4 percent. In hath 2024
and 2025, the rise in the world
electncity use 1s projected (o be
significantly higher than glohal
GDF growth of 332 percent.

In 2023 and 2023, eclectricity
demand grew maore slowly than
GDE" the TEA added,

According to  the analysis,
eleciricity demand in China is
forecast o increse by 6.5 percent
in 2024, simila o its average rate
between 2006 and 2005

India will witness an 8 percent
rise in electricity consumpiion in
20024, muiching its rapid growth
i 20235,

"In the first hall of 2024, the
country (India) grappled wath
heat waves of record duration,
with peak load reaching a new
hizh and puttng exceplional
sirains on  power  systems.
Assuming a return to average
weather conditions, we expect
electricity  demand growth in
Inchia to ease moderately (o 6.8
percent in 20257 the TEA added.

The report further highlighted
that electricity demand in the U5
is sel o rebound significantly in
2024, increasing by 3 percent
vear-on-year, driven by a positive
economic oullook and the rising

FPOWER SURGE

Global electricity demand
to grow by 4% in 2024 IEA

Expanding and reinforcing power grids is essential for ensuring a reliable electricity supply

need for abr conditioning  anld
severe healwaves.,

In the EU, demand is expected
o increase by LY percent as
eoonomic difficulties ease, but
uncertainty over the pace of
grosvth remains,

"EU! ¢lecinoity consumpdion
haed contrpcied over the two
previoius yvears, with the decline
in output fmom  energy-imten-
sive  indusinies an  important
driver. 5igns of a recovery in
EU electricity demsand emerged

The share of fossil
fuels needs to decline.
Ifwe don't, we will

Face catastrophic
implications like
Noods, heat
wiaves, and
olher extremse
weather

EVEenis,

Fatih Biral
IEA' S aascu b OF G [dy

starting in the fourth quarter of
20237 s the TEA.

It adcded: “Growth  gaimed
further traction dunng the first
halfl of 2024 as enerpy prices
stabtlized and varous indusiries
that had previously  curtaibed
operations restartec.”

Clean energy sources
According to  the analysis,
despite a sharp rise in power
consumption, sclar PY alone is
expecied to mect roughly hall of
the growih in global electricity
demand by 2005,

IEA further noted that glokbal
electricity generation
from solar PY and wind s
expected (o surpass  that
[rom hydropower n 2024,
*The global encrey
transition s scf  to
achieve another signifi-
cant  milestone by
2025, with total renew-
able generation  poisexd
Iy overfake ooal-fired
eleciricity output. The

11

Grrowwvth in global electricity demand
this vear amd next is set to be among
Lhee Lastest in the past two decades.

Meisuke Sodamsori

IEA & chrestor of Enangy Markats and Securny

B FAST
FACT

Many regions
expearlenced

severe haat
waves in the
first half of

2024, which

haightenad
alectricky
needs and
strained powar
grids. May was
thea hottast
month of the

year, marking
tha 12th
consacutive

month of
record-high
temperatures.

Despite a shamp
rise In powar

eamaumpblon,
salar PY alope

e mapectad ta
meat roughly
half of the
growth in glhobal
aelectricity
dharmdand by
2039, 5FA

share of rencwables in global
electricity supply rose to 30
percent in 2023 and 15 projected
o climb further 1o 35 percent in
20125," said the [EA.

Diespite the sharp  Increases
in  renewables, global power
generation from coal 1s unlikely
to decline this year doe to the
sirong  growith in  demand,
eqpecially in China and India.

The study highlighted that
carbyon dioxide emissions rom
the global power seclor are
plateauing, with a slight increase
in 2024 followed by a decline in
2025,

“It's encouraging (o see clean
enerey's share of the electricity
mix continuing to rise, but this
nesesdds (o happen al o much
faster rate to meet mternational
cnergy and climate goals” saud
sadarmor.

He added: “At  the
time, s crucial to expand
and reinforce grids to provide
citlzens with secure and reliabie
electricity supply — amd o

RiLITHE

implement higher  energy
ciicicncy standards o reduce
the impacts of increased cooling
demand on power systems.”

Meanwhile, Fatih Barol, 1EA's
executive director, said that the
energy industry should urgently
reduce s carbson  emissions
if the world wants o avoid
catastrophic climate change in
the coming decades, accordins
i & press statement.

“Abanat BO percent of emissions
that cause climate change come
from fossil fuels, This Is the
reason there s a need (o reduce
emissians if we want a planet in
the future that i= like it is today,”
Birol told the Al-Attivah Founda-
tion in a podeast interview,

He added: “This doesn't mean
that tomorrow we will not need
fossil fuels, bot the share of fossil
fuclsneedstodecline. Ifwedon't,
we will face catastrophic implica-
tions like floods, heat waves, and
other extremye weather ovents.
Continuing with the current
fosadl fuel-hased energy sv=tem
i5 nol pood news for anvbody
— producers and consamers
alike™

In the latest repart, the IEA
also projected that global nuclear
generation s on track to reach a
new high in 20025, surpassing its
previows recond im 2021

According to  thé energy
aency, neclear peneration
is forecast to rise globally by
L& percent in 2024 and by 3.5
percent in 2025, driven by a
steady  increase 0 output by
the French nuoclear power
fleet as maintenance works are
completed.

The restarting of reactors in
Japan and the armival of new
reactors in various markets,
including China, India, Rorea,
and Europe, support the growth
in nuclear power peneration
globally.

The report also noted that the
rise of artificial intelligence has
pul the electnicily consumption
o diata centers in focus, making
better stocktaking more mpor-
tant tham ever.

“In many regions,  histor-
ical estimates of data centers”
eleciricity  consumpiion  are
hampered by a lack of reliable
data, Al the same time, lalure
projections include a very wde
range of uncertainties related
i the pace of deployment, the
civerse and expanding applica-

tions of AL and the polential
for ¢nergy effickency [mprove-
ments” said the TEA.

N addesl: “Expanding and
improving  the collection  of
electricity demand data from the
sector will be crucial to identify
past  developments correctly
and 1o understand  Mature
trends better”
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MINING DEVELOPMENT

Saudi Arabia launches competition

for mineral exploration licenses

[nitiative aims to accelerate exploration and development of KSAs mineral resources, valued at 524 trillion

Arab Mews R yadh

Saunddl Arabia has
unveiled s largest
mineralized belts to date,
spanning 4,788 sq. km
and Including five new
exploration lcenses,

Three of the permiis, which
were affered to local and gloal
lirms, are reserved for the Jalal
Sayid site in Madinah.

It covers an area of 2,892 so. lom
and entails minerals like goldd,
sibver, copper, zinc, and lead,
according 1o a statement issuwed
by the Ministry of Industry and
Mineral Resources,

The remaining two licenses
pertain o the Al-Hajar Site in
the Asir region, which encom-
passes L89G sq km and also
inCludes  gold, =sbver, copper,
Zzinc, and lead.

This initiative aims to accel-
erate the exploration and devel-

apment of Sawdi Arabia's mineral

resources,  wvalued al SRS
trillvon (524 tnltlion)
This s in line with Sawdi

Arabias ambition to transform
mining nto a  foundatbonal
inclustreal piliar of the country’s
econamy, It also aligns with the
munkstrys goal 1o further bolster
the secltor and contribute o
ongoing  developments under
Saudi Viston 2030,

Orwor the past five years, the
Kingdom has lod in developing
a favorable regulatory and
imfrastrectural environmant For

méning, and has improved its mining
boensing lnden. Shutterstock

The statement further
cratlined ile Compeniion stages,
which mclude pre-qualifica-
tion, release of the informa-
tion memorandum, proposal

cvaluation, and announcement
of winners.
Farrah hin Muhammad

Al-Jarrah, the official spokesman
for the Ministry of Industry and

Mineral Resources, noted that
offering these sites will attract
mapor international and local
mining companies. This mifa-
tive is expected to contribute to

the energy ransdtion, empower

odher industrial  sectors, and
increase cxploration spending in
the hingdom.

This initiative is also expected
o hoost exploration spending
in the Ringdom, enrich the
national peological  database
with tfechnical data, create
new  job  opportuniiies, and
foster sustainable  economic
erowth.

According o a report by
MineHutte in  oollashoration

HIGHLIGHT

Tha initiative is expected
to contnbute to the anergy

transition, empower
gther industrial sectors,

and increase cxploration
spending in the Kingdom.

with the Mining Journal, the
Kingdom has expertenced the

fastest growth In mining sector
inviestments globally

The repori also revealed that,
over the past Ave years, the
Ringdom has led in developing
a Favorabde regulatory  and
infrastructural environment
for mining, amnd has improved
ity mining leensing  index o
become the second-best country
waorldwide in terms of censing
environment.

Aral Mews Fyann

FoverTimenl

Saudi Arabaa’s
agencics  have made signifi-
cant progress  in  integrating
nesw technologies, showing a 10
percent improvement from the
previcus year, according to an
official report.

The Emerging Technology
Adopltion  HReadiness  Inchex,
which measures the progress
of government cntities  in
implementing new  sodutions,
increased from 60.35 percent in
2023 to 7070 percenl n 2024,
This improvement s accompa-
nied by a rise in participating
agencies, which grew from 13
last year to 35 in 2024, the Sandi
Press Apency reported.

The annual report published
by the Digital Government
Authonty  underscores  (he
REingdom's enhanced capactty
for adopting emerging technol-
opes. This progress is a key
element of  Saucdi
broader transformation strategy,
almed at leveraging advanced
gvelems [0 |:||||||||'|.'|‘ services for
cilizens, resicdents, and visilors,

Arahia’s

TRANSFORMATION

Govt agencies boost emerging
tech adoption by 10% in 2024

e
-

f

The Index helps crganizations
and policymakers identify areas
for growth and development. SPA

This increase in the index
highlights the Kingdom’s
DT Coanmitmenl b
modlermizing its  digital infra-
structure and alipms - with its
Vision 20040 ohjectives, empha-
slizing sustainable development
and the advancement ol s
technological future.

The index helps organizations
and policymakers  understand

-

their technological advance-
ment and dentify areas Ffor
growith and development — an
essential component of Saudi
Arabiaxs objectives

The  report highlighted
progress in adopting emerging
technologies, with  mesearch
capability reaching 72.04 percent
and communication capability
reaching 71.88 percent.,

According to the report, the
integration feld achieved a score

ol 67,93 percent, while the proal

capability feld recorded 70,54

percent, reflecting  advanced
levels of development,

Drones have improved acrial
photography and real estate
imaging, boosting operational
efficiency by 80 percent and
significantly reducing time and
effort.

Digital rwinning has enabled
precise  assel  lnventory  Tor
22 out of 36 mdusinal citbes
Additionally, Ameen, the digital
human assistant, now serves
over 36,0040 customers monihily.

Augmented and virtual reality
lechnologies have [urther
improved digital accessibility For
individicals with special needs,
expanding their access (o digital
BCTVIOES.

The Anaam Shain app has
sireamlined the secure nunage-
ment of Hvestock data across
the Ringdom, while hrehghting
rofrots have reduced physical
losses by up to 50 percent.

In 20023, Saudi Arabia topped
the Government Strategy Index
for Artificial Intellipence, as
ranked by Tortolse Intelli-
gence, which evaluates over 60
CcOlnires,

CLOSING BELL

Saudimain index
closes ingreen

at 12,195

frah Naws Hiyao

Saudi Arabia's Tadawul All Share
Index rose on Sunday, gaining
B3 points, or O.06 percent, to
close at 12,185,045,

The total trading turnover of
the benchmark index was SHG.12
billion (31.683 hillion), as 74 of the
listed stocks advanced, while
154 retreated

The MSCI Tadawul Index also
closed in green, gaining 2446
points, or (L16 percent, to close
il 1.525.44.,

The Ringdom’s parallel market
Nomu rose G678 poinls, or .26
percent, 1o close at 2577000
This comes as 27 of the listed
stocks advanced while as many
as 34 retreated.

The best-performing stock of
the day was Saudi Manpower
Solutions Co., whose share
price surged S.B8 percent to
el (RS

Other top performers include
Maharah Human
Co. as well as Al-Baha Invest-
ment and Development Co.,
whose share prices soared by
H.45 percenl and 833 percent,

Resmirnes

o siand at SHE.BR and SR(LIS,
respectively.

The worsl performer was
Electrical Industries Co., whose
share price dropped by 5.51
perceni to SR,

Other  notable  declines
included Alinma Hospitality
REIT Fumd and The Mediier-
ranean and Gull Insurance and
Remnsurance Co., with share

HIGHLIGHT

The total trading turnover
aof the banchmark index was

SRB6.12 billion ($1.63 billion),
as 74 of the listed stocks
advanced, while 154 retreated,

prices falling 338 percent o
SRE20 ancd AR5
SR80, respectively,

0 the announcement front,
Saudi Tadawul Holding Co
reported a profit increase o
SHIEE milllon lor the second
quarter of 2024, reflecting a
53 percent nse from SRI0S3E
millton in the same period
fisl year,

percent o
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Exit strategy Startups
ExxonMobil Eve rolls out
selling Malaysia prototype of
oil and gas assets  flying taxi
Exxon Maobil Corp. has agreed Electric aircraft maker
to sell its Malaysian oll and Eve has showeased for the
gas assels to stale energy inm first timee the full-scale
Petronas. prototype of tbs “Hyving taxi,”

The US major, which achbeving a milestone as

last year marked its 130th the company atms Lo oblain
vear in Malaysia, has been certification and enter service
trying to scll its aging up- in 2026,

The key global forums, held from June ZT to 30, underscored AlUta’s prominent role within the intermationad Tourlsm Alance of Slik Road Citles. =F%

Arab News Riyadh

Saudl Arabla and China
have deepened thelr
cultural tes as the
Royval Commission for
AlUla participated in
key global forums in
Istanbul and Luoyang.

The RCU attended the Silk
Koad Dhdalogue and the Interna-
tioreal Ancient Capitals Forom
to enhance collibhoration and
showease AlUla as the worlds
“largest iving museum.”

The events, held from June
27 to 30, underscored AlTla%
prominent role within  the
Intermational Tourism Alliance
of Silk Hoad Cities, a network
connecting 63 destinations
across 28 countries  along
ancient trade routes,

The forums were instrumental
in  expanding Saudi-China

COLLABORATION

AlUlarole in global forums
boosts Saudi-China ties

RCU builds on deep-rooted foundations of cultural partnership

cultural  partnerships  and
organizing official  visits 1o
Al A,

Bawdi  Arabias  strategic
focus on  toursm, cenlered
around AlUlas rich heritage,
has become a comerstone
in  deepening  cultural  and

economic tles  with  China,
showeasing  the  EKingdom's
commitment to leveraging s
historical assets to foster inter-
national partnerships.
[hecussions al the Interna-
tional Ancient Capitals Forum
included high-level meetings
with Luoyang officials  on
tourism, agriculture, conserva-
tion, and urban development,
exploring new areas of coopsera-
tion between the two nations.
“The Roval Commission for
AlUTa continues (o build on the
deep-rooted  foundations  of
cultural parinership that exisis
between China, the Kingdom,

and nmorthwest Arabia”  sald
an RCU spokesperson inm a
statement.

The spokesperson added: " The
Silk Road Dialogue and Interna-
tonal Ancienl Capitals Forum

FASTFACT

The RCU attended the

Silk Road Dialogue and

the Internatlonal Anclent
Capitals Forum to enhance
collaboration and showcase
Alula as the world's

"largest living museum.’

events represenied  exciting
opportunities to develop noew
avenues of collaboration, with
a focus on expanding knowl-
edge exchange and promoting
tourism, with diverse initiatives
built upon our shared status as
ancient destinations and rapidly

developing  landmarks  for
human heritage.”

The forum was launched to
foster dialogue and collabo-
ration between cities with a
millennia-long  history. It also
facilitates an agreement signed
earlier this vear between AlULS
ammd its Chinese pariners at the
Henan Provincial Admindstra-
tion of Cultural Heritage.

The parinership secks 1o
enhance knowledge and shared
resources, focusing on arche-
ology, preserving  cultural
heritage amd museums  and
research collaboration as well
as talent development, lourism
and other cultural exchanges.

It also includes establishing
a technology-driven archeo-
legical laboratory, conducting
excavalion activities, engaging
im research amd fostering
connections between heritage
gites in AlLla and Henan.

EXPANSION

Alandalus
starts $222m
commercial
center

project in
Makkah

Arob Mews Fpacll

Saudi haoly city Makkah is set
to see a boost in its commercial
infrastructure  with  Alandalus
Froperty Coo commencing
constmection on an SKEE31 mdibon
($222 millon) project.

In a statement to Tadawul,

the Sawdi-hased real estate firm
announced the star of work on
a new commercial center in the
Makkah Al-Mukarramah region,
spanning cver 50,650 0. m.

The oenter 18 designed to
(rchude 350 rental units, such as
showroms, reladl spaces, hyper-
markets, enterfainment arcas,
and dining options. It will also
feature parking Gictlities for 1,800
vichicles,

Alandalues move underscores
its commitment to enhancing

Makkahs commercial capabili-
Hes, This project follows recent
expansions by UAE-based Lalu
Group, which launched two new
prajects in Makkah and Madinah
earfier this year.

"Arcording W the devel-
oper's report. the optimal final
engineering  design  for  the
project was chosen from a group

HIGHLIGHT

Alandalus' move underscores
its commitment to enhancing
Makkah's commercial
capabilities. This project
follows recent expansions

by UAE-based Lulu Group,
which launched two new
projects in Makkah and
Madinah earlier this year.

of designs prepared by the most
sKilled engineering offices in the

Eimgdom,” said Alandalus in the
Tackawul statement.

It added that construction is
underway with all necessary
municipal  permits secured,
and the center i expected 1o be
compdeted in the first quarter of
2027, The project 15 being devel-
oped by Masal Properly Co., a
joint venture between Alandalus

and Bura) International, with
Hamat Holding Co., in which
Alandaluws hokds a 25 percent
stake, oversecing construction.

Funding for the project will
e privnarily sourced from bank
boans,  with  supplementary
contributions from the pariners’
(AT PO inees,

The ongoing  developmment
prigects are set o signifcantly
cnhance infrastructure n
MakEkah and Madinah, supporting
thedr transformation into leading
bk for baesiness and toursm.

In December 3022, the Makkah
Chamber of Commerce, Madinah
Chamber of Commerce, and the
Islamic Chamber of Commwerce,
Industry, and Agniculture signed
the Manafra agreement, aimed
at transforming these holy citles
into pivatal financial and business
hubes in the Islamic world,

stream assets in the country
since 2020, Malaysian
mesdia have reported, part
of a shift in 1ts strategy to
focus on oll production in
the Americas.

Petronas has taken over
opcrations of Exxon's assets,
including the country’s flag-
ship Tapis oilfield in Tereng-
ganu which began production
in 1978, Reuters

Eve, controlled by Embraer,

redledd out B electric vertical
take-off and landing aircrall
prototype at 1ts Gaviao Peixoto
plant cn July &

The company is one of a
bevy of startups worldwide
developimg battery-powered
aircrafi that can take off and
land vertically to ferry travel-
ers an shorl city trips, allowing
them to beal traffic, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

Yolkswaogen's aquity
stood ot around €19 000

in the 2023 fiscal yoor,
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What Were Reading

F3R THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Do | Know You?

SADIE MNGFELD
Sache Dingfeld's "Do | Know A lively blend of persanal
You?" tells of her discovery narrative and popular
that ehe's faceblind and sclance, the boolk k= tha
invastigates the atory of ana unuwsual
neuroscienos aff p mind's attempt to
sight, memaory, and a ' understand itself —
imagination — while and a fascinating
salving some long- VN(‘]H exploration of the
running mysteries remarkable breadth of
about her own life, hurman axperience,

o

Trade rule breach

EU tariifTson
China EVs ‘musi
be corrected’

EU tariffs on electric vehickes
bl in China breach global
tracking rules and must be
correcied, an industry body
representing 12 Chinese
automakers told the European
Commidssion in a hearing this
week,

The China Chamber of Com-
meree for Import and Export
of Machinery and Electronic
Products presented ils view
that the ELMs preliminary as-
sessment is incompatible with
EL and World Trade Organid-
gation rules.

“We urge the commission to
correct these unlawful find-
ings.” CCCME Vice President
Shi Yonghong said. Reuters

Growth achema
UK lannches
review of

pensions system

Britain's new Labour sovern-
ment ks reviewing the pensbons
svslemm to ook ol ways (o
=hitlt more Investment into
productive assets with the aim
of boosting economic growth
and improving retiremment
imeoanes, it said on Saturday,
The povernment announeed
last week a new Pensions
Schemes Bill which would seck
to encourage consalidation of
smaller pension schemes.
“The review we are an-
nouncing is the latest ina
*hig bang” of reforms (o
unlock growth, boost invest-
ment and defiver savings"
Finance Minister Rachel
Heeves saud. Reuters

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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We priortize diversity and
inclusion as part of our core
values and support societal
integration for all sepments.
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

ROBUST ALLIANCE

Steel and Eversendai

partner for NEOM project

Emirates Steel, part of Emirates
Stecl Arkan Group, ome of
the largest publicly traded
steel and building materials
manufacturers In the region,
1% partnering with Eversendai,
a global powerhouse in steel
construction, solidifving their
collaboration for the presti-
gions NEOM Trojena Ski Village
project in the heart of NEOM,
Sandi Arabias most ambitioos
giEa-project,

The strategic parinership
marks a significant milestone in
the steel industry, highlighting
the two companies” joint
commitment 0 delivering
excellence  in sustainable
innovation across the wider
GCC region. Emirates Steel will
supply premium steel beams
renmowned  [or their sustain-
ability, regionally  rmecord
setting low carbon emissions,
and exceptional durability for
the eomstructlion of the NEOM
Trajena Ski Villag::

The partnership agreement
was formalized during am
official ceremony, signifying
the commencement of a robust
alliance aimed al setting new
henchmarks in  construction
excellenee, The collaboration
will not only enhance Emirates
Stecl's position within the wider
GOC market, but also highlizhts
its pivotal role in shaping iconic
projecis in the reglon.

EVERSENDAI
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cmirates steel o

MoU Between Emirates Steel and Eversendai for the
of Beams to Trojena Ski Resort, Saudi Arab

Foatad fram e, Nadsbnath Nathan, deputy group managing director of Eversendal, and Saaad Alghafri. CEOQ of Emiratas Stesl, at the signing ceremary,

S CEQ  of

Alghalir,

Emirates Steel, sad: “We are
delighted
Eversendai on this significant
project which promises to he a
staple of NEOM in Saudi Arabila,
Emirates Steel is commitied (o
suppyving benchmark sastain-
able steel solutions that meet the
siringent demands of innova-
tive construchion projects. This
collaboration exemplifies oar
dedication to driving sustain-
able growih across the GOC and

tx  pariner  with

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

New Zain KSA initiative to
empower the visually impaired

Zain has announced a strategic
partnership with "Be My Eyes”
the largest and fastest-growing
app for assisting the blind and
visually  impaired  community
worldwide. Through this imha-
tive, the Arst-of-its-kind in the
region, Zain is expanding its
volunteerism scope o engage
il community, connect with
visually impaired groups, and
integrate advanced technology,
[ collaboration with Be My
Eves, Zain BSA voluntesrs wall
receive incoming calls from the
apps user hase, which incledes
mote  than G00000  visually
impalred users worldwide, Onee
the vodunieer gets the video call,
they will act as eves for the caller,
providing necessary support such
as reading a document, identifying
a medication, offering
navigation suidance, and
other podential scenarios,
Lolwwah Al-Nowakser,
execulive vice president
of human resources at
Lain KSA, =aid: “Zain
RSA's commitment to
innovation and growth
his never been only
about technological
agdvanoement, bt
it s rather rooded

mn our responsibality to harness
atvanced technolosy in serving
people and the community.
While we continue o Innovate
o deliver the most advanced
chigital services and wser expen-
enees, our core godal s 1o unlock
ithe potential of every member
of our community, In doing
s0, W aim to uplift our socicty
and support the goals of Saudi
Viston 20000 and the aspirations
of our visionary leadership in
enhancing the guality of life. Wie
prioritize diversity and inchu-
sion as part of our core valoes
and support societal miegration
for all segpments, with a partic-
wlar focus on mchviduals with
i sabitligies,

"By partnering with Be My
Eves, which exclusively caters
b one segment  of
this CHTIMARILY,
fain KSA  provides
1 employees
with a new volun-
leerng oppartu-
nity, expanding our
impact to help create
a womberful workd
[or peopde [rom all
segmcTits il
clirectly engaging e
Zain B5A [amaly”

HIGHLIGHT

Emirates Steel will supply
premium stesl beams

ranownead for their
:|u;l::l.l"|1|:|l;|llil'!|rI r'lﬂEil;IlI'!lI]h"
record-setting low
carbon emissions, and
exceptional durability for
the construction of the
NEOM Trojena Ski Village,

delivering value (o our pariners
arl stakeholders"

Narishnath Nathan, deputy
group managing director of
Eversendai, =said: “Eversendail
is proud 1o collaborate with
Emirates Steel on the NEOM
Trajena Ski Village, a landmark
project  that  will
pur oollective capabilities n
delivering  workd-class  steel
construction  solutions.  This
partnership highlights  our
commitment to pushing the

!"|||l::"|'||'I:'iI."iI'

bowmdaries of engineering and
constraction.”

The NEOM Trojena Ski
Village 5 poised o become
a premier  global  destina-
fon, offering unparalleled
recreational exXperiences  in
the region. Emirates Steel's
acdvanced steel beams will play
A crucial role m the stractural
integrity amnd sustainability of
the resort, ensuring it moeets
global standards for quality and
safely.

The nnovative custamer services tralning program |s designed to upskill Agualia's workforoe.

ANOWLEDGE TRANSFER

Aqualia launches training
program for Saudis

Agualia, a waler management
company, has underlined its
commitment to advancing the
erowih and development of the
Samdl waler sector by launching
an innovative cusiomer services
iraining  program  desigmed o
upskill its diverse workforce and
empower Saudi falent o Dolfll
their potential

The i rsive iraininge
program has been rolled out across
Agunlia’s Northern and Southern
clusters, with detailed training
sessions  being  conducted by
expericnced instructors  spoecial-
fzed In acquainting  learners
with all-important toods such as
customer care and billing system,
business intelligence, automatic
ifneler
management,  and

reacing, mobile  device
wirkione

management system. In todal, #47
Agqualia emplovees will undergo
4,250 hours of training over a
period of 10 months, with each
stall membser recelving al Jeast
20 hours of tmining m cach Key
arca of the company's customer
services fumction.

Participants will spend eight of
the 10 outlmed months assigned to
specialist trainers to gain greater
insights into each distinet ares
of Aqualins cusiomer  services
department. Qualified experts will
also be on-hand to deliver training
sessions focused on creating a
hetter and more in-depth under-
standing of Aqualins Northern and
southern clissers’ uasimess units,

Javier DAaz. ocounfry manager

Saudi Arahaa, Aqualia, said- “As
part of our ongoing efforts 1o dive

the transformation of Saudi water
MANIEement  scrvices, we o are
fully committed to investing in the
training and developrent of our
stafll, We belleve that empowering
the mclustry leaders of fomormonw 1s
crucial to safepuarding the fuiure

of our indwstry and the natson as
i whiode, With just shori of 00 stafl
employed across our Northern and
southem clusters — in four regions
— roviding a constant suppdy of
waler to a popatlation of 5 mdllkon
peaple, we are aware of how vital
it i5 to ensure that each member of
our team s supported to work to
the best of their abilities. We have
blaunched our cusiomer servicoes
training program to do exactly that,
with the umgue offering enabling
ps 0 deliver an even  higher
standard of service”

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Notwork Security

48% KSA firms

report disparity in
cyber protection

Acoording to Use latest
haspersky study, more than
half of gro-distribated bus:-
nesses (48 percent) in the
Kingdom kentified a disparity
between the levels of cyber
protecton across all sibes; 30
pereent of these companies
acdmitted this problem but did
nod think it was critical, the
remaining 1S percent stated
their branches required much
peake cvbersecurity measures
Lo be implemented. However,
Rispersiky's experts are warn-
ing multi-sate businesses thai
girch a disparity can endanger
the whode organization.
According to the recent
Raspersky report * Managing
geopraphically distnibuted
businesses: challenges and
solutions,” enly 52 percent of
respondents in Saudi Arabia
were confident that the pro-
tection from cvberthreats in
thesr head oMce was equally
eflective as in local olhoes,

Global Recognition

Krohne wins
sustainability
award

Krohne, a global leader in
measurement technolosy,
has anmounced that its Eco-
MATE emissions monitoring
solution has been awarded
the Outstanding Sustainabil-
ity Initiative in the Shipping
category at the MEA Busi-
ness Awarcs 2000,

The MEA Business Awands
celehrate iInnovation and
excellenee across varous in-
dustries mn the Middle East and
Africa, recognizing companics
that demonstrate a commit-
rverit 1o acvancing business
praciices and achieving signifi-
cant positive impacts in ther
sectors. krohine’s EcoMATE
godution has been recognized
Far ils proundbreaking contri-
butions to sustainability in the
shipping indwsiry.

Al Solutions
Juniper
launches first
Ops4Al lab

Juniper Networks, a leader
in secure, Al-native met-
working, announced the furst
and most comprehensive
mttltivendor lab for validat-
g end-1o-end sutomated
Al data center solutions and
automated operations with
switching, routing, storage
and compute solutions from
lesding vendors, as well

as new Juniper Validated
Desipms that acoelerate the
thme-to-valiue in deployving
Al clusters,



ARAB NEWS Monday. July 22, 2024 15

Sport News
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The Regional Under-15 Championship is an
oppartunity to develop promising referees.
Manuel Muvarre

Prasjslmnl ol the Q4FF Fel=rsss Doimariles

FOOTBALL

SAFF launches Ist edition of Regional
Under-13 Championship in Taif

Arob Mews "o

The Sawdi Arahian Foothall
Federation has laumched the first
editdon of the Reglonal Under-13
Championship in Tall, mnning
Froam July 15-340,

Currently in s third day, the
[2-day tournament features 14
regional teams, showcasing lop
talents from academies across 14
cities, provinoes, and regions,

The 14 reglonal teams
competing in the champion-
ship are from Al-Ahsa, Jazan,
Majran, Jouf, Hail, Al-Qassim,
the Easterm Province, Rivadh,
Jeddah, Asir, Madinah, Makkah,
Hafar Al-Batin, and Tabulk.

SAFFs Technical Director

The tourmamant
& part of

strategy to scout
and develop aver

4,000 young
talents by 2025,

Supplied

said:  "The
championship represents the
resuli of the significant work

supporied by the Saudi Arabian

Nassor Larguet

Foothall Federation, and ithe

putcome is the creation of the
Regional Under-13 League. Clear
prals and strategic plans have
been set to discover and support
voung talemnts.”

Wl HicH
3 @ LIGHT

Top talents
from
academlas
AGFOSS

14 cities,
provinces, and
regions are
featuring in the
tournameant.

Addittionally, the tourna:-
ment  will provide valuable
expencnce for voung uap-and-
coming referees, who have been
sefected Tom the SAFF Referees’

Academy, Turther contributing
i the development of skilled
officials in the sport.

Manuel Navarro, president of
the SAFF Referees Committes,
said: "The Hesional Under-L3
Championship s an oppor-
mnlty  to  develop promising

referees, especially since it wall
witness the participation of 52
voung referees. The committee
aimzs to ncrease their refer-
eeing hours and enhance thekr
eXperienoe,”

This tourmament 15 a signif-
cant part of SAFFS strategy
i sooul and develop over
4000 voung talents by 2005,

supporting the growth and
future of Saudi football.

SWEDISH OPEN

Nadal defeated in first
tour final in two years

Borges dominates Spanish star as the latter struggled to find fluency

AFP Hastad Swadan

Ralael Nadal lost his
first final In two years
on Sunday as the
Spaniard went down
G-3, 6-2 to Portugal's
Nuno Borges at the
clay-court Bastad Open.

The Spanish tennis preal had
shown signs of a retum to form
in Scandinavia as he made an
impressive run Lo the final, just
one week before tennmis at the
Dlvmpbe Games gefs underway
af the clay in Paris

But Nadal. rather than
celebrating his G4h tithe on the
surface and first since Roland
s W22 was  dominated
by Borges as he struggled o
find fuency with his serve and
ground strokes.

“1 dont kmow what to say.
[ think I was wishing for this
mament for a while already”
stid Borges in his post-match
inferview,

“Its crazy; in tenniks, B doesn’
happen  when yvou expect it
sometimes. | know we all wanted
Hafa to win; a part of me wished
that too, but something even
bigger ihsdde of me really pushed
through today ... I'm just really
happy overall. 1 really don’t know
what o say, I'm very emodional.”

Elsewhere, Matteo Berrettini
breezed (o a G-34, 6-1 win against
France's Quentin Halvs in the
Gataad final, earning the [talian
hiks second clay-court tithe of the
VEsr,

The =ixth seed Berrettim
capped off a fine week in Switzer-
land by needing just 506 minutes
o cdispatch the world Na, 152
Halvs

“It feels unbellevable. 1t feels
like it was vesterday that 1 won
my first Gfle here siIX years ago,

el 4

i

".I|||l|1? a
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Nuno Barges In nction agalnat Rafael Nadal The Portuguess broke Nadsl serve five times on hils way to vietory on Monday, Soufers

but a ot of maiches and a ot
of things happened,” said
Berrettinl,

"T'm just so glad that
I cann Keep plaving and
ergoving., and 1 think
I found the encrey of 3
aix vears apo during
this week, This plece is
special for me, I'm just so
happy,” added the o

{

Rofael Nadal

28-year-old who has struggied
with injuries since reaching a

career-high world mumber
, _F__._.\ six In May 2022

Berrettini's - second  title
on clay this season, after
winning in Mwamakech
im April, will ensure he
breaks back Into the ATP
top 50 on Monday.
Currently ranked
82, Berretin was
outside of the

HIGHLIGHT

Elsewhere, Matteo Berrettin
breszed to a 8-3, 6-1 win

against France's Quantin
Halys in the Gstaad final,

earning the Italian his second
clay=-court title of the year,

top 150 in March but a retum to
fitness and a fine 6-6 record for
the current season has seen the
20021 Wimbledon linalist begin 1o
relind his best level,

sunday s inal was briefly inter-
rupted for rain just after Berret-
tind secured a cructal first break
bt the opening se1,

When the plavers returmed 50
minufes later, the lalian won =1x
of the next seven games o claim

his secomd Gstaad title,

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Probe

Liverpool U-18
team wallki ofT
in racismrow

Liverpoal have demanded

an “urgent mvestigation”
after thelr under-18s team
wialked off fodlowing alleged
racist abuse duning two youth
miatches in Germany.

The Reds’ games in the
Bundesliga Cup youth
tourmament against Hollen-
heim on Fraday and Emtrachi
Frankfun on Saturday were
abandoned as a result of the
alleged racism toward the
came player.

A club statement sakd:
“Liverpool can confirm that
a member of our under-18s
beam reported he was racially
abused by an opponent while
playing in the Bundesliga
Cup vouth tournansent a
Schwabisch Hall. AFP

Challenges
‘We'reready™:
Paris Olympics

organizers

Faris Olympies supremao
Taony Estanguet sxid Sunday
that the city was “ready™ for
the games as he plaved down
complaints frun some resi-
dents and businesses about
the imipact of the event.

“We are ready as we
head into the final phase,”
Estanguet told a press confer
ence in Parts, five days from
the: opening parack: nexi
Fricay. AFP

NEA

Bucks sign
former Raptors
guard Trent Jr.

Crary Trent Jr. has left the
Toronto Raptors to join the
Milwauker Bucks' backeoun,

Trend averaged 157 points,
2.6 reboinds and 1.7 assists
in 71 games with the Raplors
last season, He shot 2.6 per-
cenl from the Moor and 30,3
percent from 3-pomt mnge,

In 20 games after the All-
Star break, Trent averaged
5] peiaimats,

Trent has career averages
of 1.3 points, 2.4 rebouncds
amil 1.5 asslsts with the Port-
Laned Tratl Blazers (2018-21)
amnd Raplors (3021-241. This
move reunites Trent with for-
mit Trail Blazers tcammate
Damian Lillard. AP

Follow Arnb News

° Beriafs all through the
day @ ArabMews
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Donald Glover, who released his
Aewest album '‘Bande Stone & the New

Worll udlar kis Childilsl GamBlne

maniker, & ready (o fetire the personi.

‘H'a pot fulflling. And | just felt Bk

anymore,” ha told the Mew York Times. [~
L |
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Filmmakers

These Saudi directors are

making a name for themselves

on the intermational film
festival cirvail.

Hana Alfasi

Alln=1 is currently
working on her short film
“When the Shelves Hymn®™ with
Flm AL, She 1s an alumna
of the Hawi Screenwriters Lab,
wilch was run in codlaboration

with the Sundance Tostitde

Maram Taibah

The filmmaker's upocoming Alm

“Malika" is a short fantasy movie

absout a voung girl who goes on
an adventure to find her dving
rrandmother’s lost crown

T8N
Raneem and Dana
Almohandes

The sisters “abm to have the
First Sausdl muskeal ... ol Cannes
Viery soon,” they previously
bald Arab News,

!

shahad Ameen

Ameens 2019 film “Scales” played

at the Vendee Film Festival and
shie cuirmently has another fealuire,
titlec] *Huyra,” in the works.,

Fatima Al-Banawi

Al-Banawi's feature Alm debud
“Basma™ tackles mental illness
and] follovws a 268-vear-ald
woaman as she tres to help
her father, who suffers from
paranokd delusions.

Tawlik Alzaidi

The director™ “Norah”™
becamee the first Saudh film o
appeear as part of the official
stlection at the Cannes Film

Festival in May
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Cynthia
Kkhalifeh

carves out

a path in

Hollywood

RafM Baghosian | o= Argeies

Lebanese actress Cynithia
Khalifeh Is teaming up
with Lucien Laviscount
[rom “Emily in Paris™
and Launra Marano of
“The Royal Treatment™
lor the horror-thriller
“Borderline.”

The former TV presenter s also
eyeing uture projects as she
aims to achieve her Holbywood
clrean,

“T'm one step forward on the
path to achieving my big diream
since | was young, which is to
act in intermational Alms. So,
baby steps and [ really [eel like
I am a bat closer,” Khalifeh tolbd
Arab News in an interview.

"It was a lot of risks that 1 had
bos fake, a lod of just jumpng on
adlveniores where [ diadnl havies
anyvihing that was guarantesd.”

“Horderline,” a film shot in a
gpaercially constructed studio in
Malta, highlights the darkest
feirs assocated wWith cating:

AP s,

“It talkes about online dating
il how soametimes you maghl
gk o mest soaneone you don't

know, and there's a certain
danger,” Khalifeh said.

The aciress <aid the shaw is
called “ Borderline™ becawse,
“they meet in a place located
at the border between two
couniries, 2o there s no law
applicd from this country or theo
other, so anything can happen
in this place”

“The girl or [ find mysell
stuck over there inone nkght,
contained, in one place, trying
to run away from this person

but I face him at the end. [ learmi

a lot of liehts ™ <he added,

Aboul her co-star Lavis-
count, she sakdl: *Luciken plays a
COmpletely clifferend rode than
that of the handsome sweet guy
that all girls fell for in *Emily in
Paris.” Here, you will nod like
Ik at all”

Khalifehs contribuiions to
the screenplay led 1o her robe as
co-writer of the film. Choosing
horror to launch her global
career, she hopes to dominate
this year's Halloween season,

“1 started throwing ideas and
then they told me, “You know
what? Do vou want to jodn n?
[1 hppeased and 1iomned Che
writing team..” she sauxd,

Right: Lebanese
notress Cynithia
Khnlifeh s saf

to makes & nama
for harself In

Hollywood

Ceathy Imnges

Laft: Khalifek
uways she macde
significant
contributions
ta the script far

'‘Bardlariing,” AFF
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Reynolds
dishes on

nabbing
Madonna song

Arabh Mews Dubs

“Deadpool & Walverine™ stars
Hyvan Heynodds and Hugh Jackman
knew it wasn't poing (o be easy o
et Madonna's permission o use
her 1980 hit “Like a Prayver® for
the upcorning film, hitting cinema
screeris in the Middle Easd o July
25, The two actors, along with
director Shawn Levy, ina recem
interview on SiriusX M, sakd they
had 1o wisit the Bareouns singer to
a5k hier to license the track.

“It did involve a persomnal visii
i Madonna, where we showedd
AMaclogiian the sequienoe wiiery?
‘Like a Prayer’ woukd be wsed.”
Levy explained.

“Alzn, fet's preface it with the
Fact that they dont license — that
Maclona coesay't just lre e
Lhe song. particularty that somg,”
Heynodds said. “It was a big deal
to ask for it and cortainly a bigger
deal touse "

Ryan Reynolds

hate Hudson
tallcs rom-com
sequel

Arab News Cutal

Faate Hubsomn stid she and
Aatthew MeConaughey are baodh
open to starring in a sequel to the
F00G poan-com " Hioww o Lose
Oy i DO Dhays”

During an apgsarance on
“Watch What Happens Live,”
Hudson revealed that she and
MeConaighey have spaoken
aboiit PefurTg 1o e strsels ol
Manhattan lora sequel =syng,

“[ think they (studios) are always
thinking about that.”

“All that matters woulld be the
script and if Maotthew and [ were
into the seripd,” Hudsomn said “1
think we're both totally open: i
I Jui=] ferver happ mel”

Squatwolfexpands in Saudi Arabia with new warehouse, filness evenls

Harms& Salah (1.

Fromm starting as a passion projeci
b now serving athletes in over
200 countries, Squatwalf, the
VT - Wkl birand co-Touimded Iy
Anarn Khalicl and Wajcdian Gal, 15
expamime in Sand Arabia.
[he founders have opened
a warehnouse in the Kingdom,
“We take pricle in being the first
Eymm-wiear brand i the Ringcdoim
that is supportimg Visson 2030,
lpelinge the [ of the LESE
playground of self-improvement

toall ™ Khalid todd Arab News
recernthy.

“Char Sandh warehouse is a
demmomnstration o caer commanit:
myent a4 a UAE brand to suppart
the pegon and go all in”

The Satech Araban warehowse
can process up bo 30,000 orders
A day and ensures same-day
delivery in Riyadh and next-day
delvery to major citles, inchading
Jedkdkah, Damimam, Alkhobar and
Makkah, Gul saixd.

The briund plans to collaborate

wilth redail and gvm partners,

Squatwolfl founders Wajdan Gul and

ima Khalld are taking their gyme-
witar to Saud Arabda Sl o

kocal ambassadiors and oreanize
COTMAUAnILY evenits (o support
their cxpansiom poaks,

"We're here to recognize every
gyvrn-poer, regardless of thedr
flimess bevel ™ Khalic sadd.

Crul comfirmed that The Squiat-
wolf Games, a prominent tness
event in Dubai, is sct to make its
debud in Sagedi Arahia.

“Yes, Squatwoll Games is

comung Lo Sacodl and coming i

hig. We're constantly evolving the

games 1o something bigger ancl
betier”

I'he brand will also participate
in the KSA Muscle Show, furthes
engaging with the local hiness
COIEInUnity.

I'he company was founded in
2006 by Kheabid and Gul, =<1t all
started wiien Gul and [ realied
there wasn't a gym-wear brand in
the region that matched our kove
for the gym, iis commundty, amd
the impact it has on all aspects of
cdr bife,” Bhadad =

Gul believes the Atness
and activewsear market in the
Ringrion 1= booming



