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PAWAR CORRUPTION
MASTERMIND, SAYS
- AMIT SHAH NATION

Oppn, BJP allies tum heat on govt over
eatery diktat, special package, NEET

ALL-PARTY MEET On Budget session eve, Rajnath calls for discussion within rules

ANIMESH S5INGH

NEW DELHI, JULY 21

In sipns of a dommy start o the
Budget session of Padiament
commencing Monday, the BIP
led NDA today faced the heat
from allies and Opposition alilee
atan all-party meet, whereboth
joined manks toraiseisues such
as UP Government's directive
on the Kanwar Yatra mute
egtenies and special category
statuis  for Bihar Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha.

Two of NDA's key allies —
HAM's Jitan Ram Manghs
and RLD's Jayvant Chaudhary
— skipped the meeting where
the Congress again demand-
ed Lok Sabha Deputy Speak-
er's post besides seeking dis-
cussions on the NEETUG
paper leak, terror attacks in
JE&EK, Manipur violence and
serial trmin accidents,

As many as 55 leaders from
44 parties attended the meet-
mg, where smaller parties
were invited for the first time,
said Parhamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijgju. The
opposition TMC skipped the
meeting as leaders were away
to observe Martyrs Day, mark-
ing the killing of 13 Congress

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

SCtotake uppleas
onNEET-UGtoday

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court will on Monday take
up petitions seeking can-
cellation of the NEET-UG
over alleged imepularities.
A Bench led by CII DY
Chandrachud, which had
on the previous hearing
directed the NTA to declare
centre and adty-wise results
of the medical entrance
test, will hear the matter
The NTA has already com-
phed with the onder Some
successful candidates have
also moved the SC oppos-
g pleas seelong cancella-
tion of the exzaum. BACK PAGE

Kedamathlandslip
leavesthreedead

RUDRAPRAYAG: Three pil-
grims died and e1pht others
got injuredin alandshde on
the Kedarnath Dham
trek king route in Uttarak-
hand’s Rudraprayag dis-
tnet on Sunday, officals
said. Rudrapravag Distnct
Disaster Management Offi-
cer Nandan Singh Rajwar
said the acadent took place
amund 730 am near Chir-
basza area on Gaunkund-
Eedarnath route when the
devotees were hit by heavy
stones and debris falling
down from the hill, —PT1

J&Ksecurityforces
focusingonOGWs

e Intelligence agen-
oies and security forces are
mtensifying efforts to dis-
mantle the network of over-
ground workers (OGWs)
arross Jammu region that
was built by Pakistan-based
handlers, mosthy after 2019,
The network of overground
workers 18 helping termror-
ists, who have infiltmated
from Pakistan, not only by
providing them with food
and shelter but also by
puiding them to areas
where terror incdents took
place in different areas of
Jarmmu division. INSIDE

SC TO TAKE UP PLEA
AGAINST UP ORDER

Mew Delhi: The row over UP
Government's directive asking
eateries on the Kanwar Yatra

8 route to displaythe names of

owners has reached the
Supreme Court with the Asso-
ciation for Protection of Civil
Rights challenging itsvalidity.
The plea seeking quashing of

| orders by the UP and Uttarak-

hand governments is listed for
hearing before a Bench of Jus-
tice Hrishikesh Roy and Jus-
tice SVYN Bhatt on Monday.

<< Lnion Ministers Rajnath Singh
and Kiren Rijiju, Congress MP Jaimm
Ramesh, SP MP Ram Gopal Yadav
and AAP's Sanjay Singh afterthe
alkparty meeting in New Delhi. ax

Congress pushes for Deputy Speakers post

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Harking back to the tradition
it started in 1969, the Con-
gress retterated s demand
for allocating the Deputy
Speaker's post to the Oppost-
tion during the all-party
meeting on Sunday.

Till 1969, the Conpress as the
ruling party had held both the

posts of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker However, that vear it
offered the Deputy Speaker's
post to All-Party Hill Leaders
Conference'’s Gilbert Swell,
an MP from Shillong.

The tradition of offering
the post to the opposition
nominee continued until

2019. The post has been

Hospital staff at a Nipah isolation ward in Kozhikode. ReuTers

14-yr-old dies of Nipah in
Kerala, 4 contacts traced

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, J ULY 21
A l4vear-nld boy from Eerala's
Mallapuram, who had tested
positive for the Nipah vinus, suc-
cumbed to the disease at Gov-
emment Medical College Hos-
pital in Koehibode on Sunday.
Kerala Health Department
officials said the boy had devel-
oped fever 10days ago and was
put on ventilator support at a
private hospital in Keehikode,
His samples were sent to the
NIV, Pune, which on July 20
confimmed Nipah infection.
Fhur persons who had come
into contact with the victim

HOW IT SPREADS

From clese contact with other Nipah
infected people, bats, or pigs. Bat
secretions laden with viruses can
infect peoplewhen they climb fruit
trees, or eatand handle contami-
nated fallen fruits or consume raw
date palm sap and juice or toddy.

THE SYMPTOMS

Brain fever; fever with persistent

||||||||

have been traced and their
samples sent for tests. The
Union Health Mimastry on
Sunday announced that a
multi-member joint outbreak

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

lving vacant ever since, as
the 17th Lok Sabha, which
convened in 2019 and ended
in 2024, did not have a
Deputy Speaker. This was
the first instance of s kind
since Independence.

Inthe 16th Lok Sabha, when
the Narendm Modi-led NDA
govermment first came to pow-

er, it had grven the post to
ATADME's M Thambidur.
With the 18th Lok Sabha hav-
ing just been convened, the
Congress-led Opposition with
its swelled ranks, 15 now tryving
to put pressure on the weak-
ened NDA government, to give
the post o the party, though the
CONTINUED ON PAGE §
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Joe, Bye-den

US Prez opts out of race, backs Kamala

DELAWA RE, JULY 21
President Joe Biden ended
his re-election campaign on
sunday after fellow Democ-
rats lost faith m his mental
acruity and ability to beat
Donald Trump while endors-
mg Vice-President Kamala
Harns to replace him as the
party's candidate.

Biden, 81, in a post on X,
said he would remain in his
mle as President and com-
mander-in-chief until his
term emnds in January 2025
and would address the
nation this week.

‘It has been the greatest
honour of my hfe to serve as
vour President. And while it
has been my intention to
seek re-election, Tbelieveitis
in the best interest of my par-
ty and the country for me to
gtand down and to focus sole-
Iy on fulfilling my duties as
President for the remainder
of my term.” Biden wrote.

His mitial statement had
not included an endorsement
of Harris, but he followed up a
few minutes later with an
expression of support.

Hamis, 59, would become
the first woman of colour to
vie for the ticket for the top
10b in the country’s history.

It was undear whether oth-
er seniwr Democrats would

Bdesh SC scales down job
quota after deadly protests

DHAKA, JULY 21
Bangladesh's top court on
Sunday scaled back a contro-
versial quota system for gov-
ernment job apphicants, in a
partial victory for student
protesters  after days of
nationwide unrest and dead-
Iv clashes that have killed
over 100 persons.

Students, frustrated by lack
of jobs, have been demanding
an end to 30 per cent reserva-
tion in govemment jobs for
relatives of wveterans who
fought in Banpladesh's war of
independence in 1971, The
povemnmment previously halt-
ed it m 2018 following mass
student protests, but in June,
Bangladesh's High Court
reinstated the quota and set
off a new mound of protests,

Ruling on an appeal, the
Supreme Court ordered the
veterans' quota be cut to 5
per cent, with 93 per cent of
jobs to be allocated on merit.
The remaining 2 per cent will
be set aside for members of
ethnic minorities and trans-
gender and disabled persons.

The protests have posed the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
EDIT: BANGLADESH IN TURMOIL

vehicles that were set ablaze in Bangladesh capital Dhaka by 2 mob
during clashes over job resenation cortroversy, rREUTERS

BJP slams Didi as she offers
to give shelter to refugees

NEW DELHI/ KDLEATA, JULY 21
West Benpgal Chief Minister
Mamata Banegee on Sunday
gaid that in the wake of the
escalating violence in
Banglade sh, she would keep
the doors of her state open
for people in distress from
the neighbounng country
and offer them shelter,

BJP's IT cell head Amit
Mabviva criticised Mamata and

Callsit ploy to bringin
illegal Bdesh migrants

called her stand an “evil planto
setlle illegal Bangladeshis”,
Mamata referred to the UN
resolution on refugees as jus-
tification for her stand over a
possible humanitarian orisis
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

From Tokyo to Paris, Manpreet dreams of striking gold

AAKANKSHA N BHARDWA]

JALANDHAR, JULY 21

‘Ardaas karo — pray for us?

This 15 what Manpreet Singh

tells his mother, Manjit Kaur,

whenever he calls her
Manpreet, the former India

hockey captain, finds faith in

(zod above and inspiration in

his family, and espeaally

in Jasmine, his daugh-

ter who was born soon

after he led the team to

a histone bronze medal

at the To

Obmpwes.  Smnc

*@;‘; PARIS 202V

day in August, 2021, in Tokvo
— an Olympics medal in
hockey after a4 1-vear drought
— Manpreet has been dream-
mg, hoping to change the
colour of the medal from
bronze to gold in Paris.

Some things have changed
gince that morning in Thlovo.
That squad had 11 men from

Punjab. That number is
down to elght in the 16-
membr team for the
Paris Olympics.

Of the 16, four are
from Amritsar —
skipper Harman-

that bronze that heady O%} preet Singh, Jarman-

Taday's i i of 16 g ges nedudingg fou r-pe g De i Tikne

PUNJAB HAND
B The squad thatwon bronze in
Tokyo had 11 men from Punjab.
The numberis eightinthe 16-
member team for Paris Olympics

® Four of them are from Amritsar
- skipper Harmanpreet Singh,
Jarmanpreet Singh, Gurjant
Singh and Shamsher Singh -
and another four from Jaland-
har: Manpreet Singh, Man-
deep Singh, Sukhjeet Singh
and vice-captain Hardik Singh.

preet Singh, Gurjant Singh
and Shamsher Singh — and
another four from Jalandhar:
Manpreet Singh, Mandeep

-

Singh, Sukhjeet Singh and
vice-captain Hardik Smph.
Manpreet, 20, knows that
this will be his last shot at the
medal, for his fourth
Olyvmpics will be his last. The
reins of the team are now with
Harmanpreet Singh, but that
matters lttle to Manpreet.
“Even if I am not the captain
now; it does not make any dif-
ference. Every plaver has his
role inhockey. The effort is to
take everyone along, Being
geniors, we have to inspire the
voungsters.” he told The Tri-
bune earlier this month.
Three vears of joy and trau-

ma have been transformative,
made him the wise statesman
of the team. He gave up cap-
taincy in 2082 after leading
India to a silver at the 2022
Commonwealth Games. He
lost his faith in people when
former coach Sjoerd Marijne,
in a book released in 2022,
accused him of mfluencing a
plaver to underpedform in
2022. He regained faith in the
arms of his team and his fami-
Ly, especally little Jasmine,
“Iwas broken and lost faith
in evervone,” Manpreet said.
“*My mother encouraged me
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4§
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BEST INTEREST OF PARTY

56 Ibelieve itis inthe best interest of my party
&the country forme to stand down and to focus
solely on fulfilling my duties as President for the
remainder of my term. joe Biden, us reswen

KAMALA WILL BE EASIER TO DEFEAT: TRUMP

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump said on
sunday that he thought Vice-President Kamala Harris would
be easier to defeat in November's election than Joe Biden.

challenge Harris for the par-
tv’s nomination — she was
widely seen as the pick for
many party officials — or
whether the party itself
would choose to open the
field for nominations.
Bidens announcement fol-
lowes pressure from Democra-
tic lawmakers and party offi-
aals to quit the race after his

shockingly poor performance
in a.June 27 televised debate
last month against Trump.

Biden's fallure at times to
complete dear sentences took
the spothipht away fom
Trumps pedommance, in
which he made a sting of false
statements, and trained it
instead on questions surmound-
mg his fitness, — Reuters

Fearing LS poll redux,
Saini govt holds out
olive branch to farmers

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
The BIP government in
Harvana on Sunday reached
out to the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM), an umbrella
body compnsmg over 40
fammers’ unsons, for the first
time since its below par per-
formance in the recently held
Lok Sabha elections.

Top state officals, who held a
meeting with SEM represen-
tatives, will soon subrut a
report to CM Nayab Smgh Sai-
ni, who is expected to take a
call on the farmers’ 33-point
charter of demands. The offi-
cial team, led by Cheef Pnno-
pal Secretary to the CM Rajesh
Ehullar, assured the farmers of
an expediious redressal of
their long-pending demands.

SEM leader Rattan Mann told
The Tribune the farmers woulkd
wait for a prompt response
from the CM., falng which the
agitation plan finahsed by
themata meeting inRohtak on
July 14 would be revived.

The BJP was able towin only
five of the 10 Lok Sabha seats
in the state as against all 10in
the 2019 dections. In terms of

- 4

Former hockey skipper Manpreet Singh is playing his fourth Olympics.

LIKELY TO MEET
SOME DEMANDS

B EIP anxious ahead af the
Haryana Assemblyelections
as it could win only five of the
10 Lok Sabha seats in state

B AntHBIP sentiment among
farming community majorfac-
tor behind poor LS poll shaw

B Topofficials meet SKM lead-
ers, assurethemofearly res
olution of certain demands

votes, the BJP's share fell
frorn 58.21 per cent in 2019 to
46.11 per cent with the Con-
press nsing from 28.51 per
cent o 43.67 per cent. A strong
ant-BJP sentiment among the
famming community 15 said to
be one of the major reasons
behind the Lackhustre show:.
Sundayv’s meeting 15 seen as
an attempt by the BJP to mal-
lify the firmers ahead of the
Assembly poll scheduled in
October *“The CM 15
favourably inchned towands
Haryana-specific demands of
farmers.” a senior afficer, who
attended the meeting sad,
adding another round of talks
could also be held to amrive ata
CONTINUED ON PAGE §
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BJP, Cong trade barbs over ED ralds ahead of po]l

Wrongdoers will have to face music: CM &

TrRIBUNE REFORTERS

SIRSA S KARNAL, JULY 21

Reacting to the recent raids
by the Enforcement Direc-
tormte in the state, Chief Min-
ister Nayvab Singh Saini on
Sunday said those who
indulge in  wrongdomgs
would have to face the conse-

quences, On the arrest of

Congress MLA Surender
Pamwar by the ED, he said,
*ED 1is an mdependent
agency which works mde-
pendently and decides its
own course of action.”

The Chief Minister enti-
cised MP Deepender Hooda
and accused him of failing to
account for the actions during
his father's tenure and urged
him to explan the work done
during the Congress' rule.

CM Saini labelled the Con-
gress’  ‘Harvana DMange
Hisaab' campaign as a jour-
ney of hes, with its leader
Rahul Gandhi leading the
misinformation.

He highlighted the issues
from the Congress’ 10-yvear
tenure, nduding corniption
in recruitments, limited
eledtricity supply during
summers and inadequate
pension schemes for the eld-
erly. He contrasted this with
the BJP's forus on equitable
development across the state,

Meanwhile, CM Saind

't

CM Mayab Singh Sainiat Karneshwar Mandir in Karnal on Sunday.

CONGRESS CAMPAIGN BASED ONLIES

®® Deepender Hooda should first account for the actions
during his father’s (Bhupinder Hooda) tenure and explain
the work done during the rule of the Congress. The
‘Haryana Mange Hisaab' campaign is ajoumey of lies.

Nayab Singh Saind, cHEF Mg

launched ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Nuaam' campaign in Sirsa
The campaign, mvolving
Radha Soami Satszang (Bias)

volunteers, saw the planting
of 20000 saplings to combat
environmental  pollution.
saind announced that the

Congress workers protest the Sonepat MLA's arrest at Gandhi Chowk in Sonepat on Sunday.

Congress protests MLAs arrest in
Sonepat, says not afraid of action

SONEPAT, JULY 21
Congress workers today held

aprotest against the arrest of

party MLA Surender Panwar
by the ED at Gandh Chowk
here today. The protest was
led by Zila Parishad member
Sanjay Badwasnia, who tied
himself with a chain, to
protest the arrest.
Badwasnia said the BJP was
afraid of the Congress’ cam-

palfpn ‘Harvana  Mange
Hizaab' and now it was threat-
ening leaders thmough the
central agencies. “The people
are fed up with unemploy-
ment, corruption, poor law
and order and inflation. The
Congressis rasing their voice
and 1t would work to oust the
BJP from power,” he said.
(riving warning to the BJP
government, he said no

Power consumption
in Fbad up by 15.5%

BIENDRAAHLAWAT

THIHENE MW SEHA

FARIDABAD, [UIY 21
The demand for power in the

Fharidabad opemation cicle of

the Dakshin Harvana Bigh Vit
ran Nigam (DHEVN) has gone
up by 15 per cent in the past
vear, The crcle has amound 570
lakh domestic and non-domes-
tic connections,

The average daily consump-
tion of power in Fandabad in
June was amund 27280 lakh
units per day, which is around
26,02 lakhunits higher than the
236.02 lakh units consumed in
July 2023. The demand which
was amund 192.53 in Juby 2020
has seen a growth of 41.90 per
cent n the past four vears
according to details available
with the Power Department.
The department may be wit-
nessing anse of another 20to25
per cent in the next one year as
the development wordks in
amund 200 repularised residen-
tial colonies are likely to be tak-
en up This would mean hun-
dreds of new connections, said
souees in the department

The nse in power consump-
tion in the past about one year,

N /;;

A

which is around 15.58 per cent.
15 mainky attnbuted to factors
like the nse in mhabitation
areas{residential) and activities
redated to commercial and non-
domestic sectors, claim sources
in the Nigam. Subhash Lamba,
aspokesperson of the All India
Electneity Emplovees’ Federa
tion of India said no new power
plant had been setupinthe dis-
trict in the past about 20 vears,
he said that it had made the
department dependent on
sourees from outside the state,
resulting n anadditonal finan-
aal burden both on the depart-
ment and the consumers.

Naresh Kakkar, Supenntend-
mg Engineer, DHEVN said that
as the summer and miny sea
sons saw a shamp nse in
demand. the department was
fully prepared and equipped to
meet the requirement.

Congressman would be
afraid of the BJP's action.
The Congress would godoor
to door to tell the people
about the BJP's misuse of
power. Congress leaders
Manoj Jan, Binny Bhard-
wdj, Prashant Sharma, Anuj
Jam, Sanjay Chauhan,
councillor Surender Nayyar
and others were present
during the protest. — TNS

government would appoint
80,000 *Van DMitras’ (forest
friend 5} to plant and protect
trees, offering them Rs 20 per
tree for ther efforts,

In Karnal, CM Saini partici-
pated In various sodal pro-
grammes and also held tea
programmes at the residences
of party workers.

On the Aam Aadmi Party's
five puarantees, he said,
“Theyhave given guarantees
in Pungab and Delhi as well,
and evervone knows what
the worth of therr puarantees
are, None trusts their puaran-
tees as they spread false
promises. The situation in
Punjabis ternble due to their
puarantees. They talk about
development, but they are
invobeed in corruption. Their
end is in jail,” he said.

He referred to Congress and
AAP as like siblings and said
sometimes they enticeze each
other and sometimes they hug
each other. *“The Congress has
a history of cormuption with
many major scams, and they
have faced consequences. The
AAP hasalso been invobved In
several scams, and their lead-

Regarding farmers going o
Delhi, he said, “The Central
leadership is looking into this.
We appeal to the farmers that
blocking roads is nota solution.
It comes with dialogues.”

M= - s "n amc
P Deepender Hooda during the ' Haryana Mange Hisaab' campalgn in Re'wari on Sunday.

Such tactics can't stop us from
asking questions: Deepender

REWARI, TULY 21
Continuing his timde apainst
the BJIP over ED raids, Rohtak
MP Deepender Hooda on Sun-
day said ever since the
‘Harvana Man ge Hisaab' cam-
paign started, the ED and CHI
had also started a parallel cam-
pai gn against Congress leaders
at the behest of the BIP pov-
emment. “The BJP govem-
ment should not be under the
misconcepton that the Con-
gress will stop asking ques-
tions,” he asserted.

“Thereisa wave in the favour
of the Congress and thatiswhy

Asks why BJP govt is
afraid of giving account
ofits workin 10 years

the party and its leaders are on
evernvone's target,” he added.

He szaid the “Harvana
Mange Hisaab” campaign
would continue even during
the Lok Sabha session, and
asked why the BJP govern-
ment was afraid of grving the
account of the work done in
its two terms.

He: carried out a ‘padyatra’ in

Central agency doingits job,
BJP hasno role Rao Inderjit

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

THAJT AR GURUI GRAM, ULY 21
Reacting to the ED action,
Union Minister Rao Inderpt
Singh on Sunday sad the Con-
press had been in power for
several vears and the cases
against Congress poliiaians or
anvone else were registered
IMANY VEears ago.

“The ED does it work slowly:
It 15 doing its job, and the BJP
has nothing to do with it. The
ED is taking action against
only those who have done
wrong,' said Hao while inter-
acting with the media on the
sidelines of a functon in
Bahadurgarh area on Sunday:

On bemng asked that the
Oppositionleadersare blaming
the BIP for the ED raids, Rao
gaid: “T don't know why they
are saying this. Getting sympa-
thy may be their motive as the
Assembly elections are near,
They have been inthe Opposi-
tion for the past 10 years, so
they will definitely try to bring
their party into power”

In reply to another question,

Union Minister Rao Inderit Singh atanevent in Bahadurgarh town.

the Union Minister said the
party would take afinal call, bat
his recommendation was that
the ticket should be given to
new faces in the upcoming
Assembly poll The BJP abvays
remained ready to contest the
election, he added

In Gurugram, Rao Inderjit
dismissed the Conpress cam-
paignas pubbcity gimmick. He
gsad mather than seeking
‘hisaah’ Congress should be
grving one forthe rampant cor-
ruption which continues to np-

ple many developmental
1ssues n the state till date.,
“The scams and corruption
conducted by them a decade
agn haunts the state region
and city even today They
should rather than seeking
‘hizaab’ be Fring one as cor-
ruption by their leaders is talk
of the town.,” sad Rao Inderjt.
Earber, Deepender said the
BJP government owed maa-
mm accountability to the mil-
lennium eity, whichwas turned
into ‘Kuda City'by the BIP

In a first, waste-to-charcoal plants
to come up in Faridabad, Gurugram

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
Waste-to-charcoal plants, also
known as preencoal plants, wall
be set up in the state with the
Central government”s sup-
port. This prject will be the
first-ofits-kind green initiatove
and will be set up in Fandabad
and Gunigram

An Mollwas signed between
NTPC Vidyut Vyvapar Nigam
Limited (NVVNL). a wholly
owned subsidiary of NTPC
Limited, and the Municipal
Corporations of Gurugram and
Faridabad n the presence of
Union Minister Manohar Lal
Ehattar, Chief Minister Nayvab
Singh Saind, and Minister of
otate for Urban Local Bodes
Subhash Sudha today,

The Mol was signed by A
Mona Sreentvas, Commis-
gsioner, Muniapal Corpora-
tion., Faridabad, Narhari
singh Banger, Commissioner,
Mumniaipal Corporation, Gurni-
fram, and Renu Narang,
CEO, NVVNL.

The Chief Mmister sad
today is a very important day

TO COST ¥500 CR EACH

BThe greencoal plants will be set up in Bandhwari, Gurugram,
Motuka and Faridabad at a costofaround ¥500 crore each

B These plants will convert 1,500 tonnes of waste collected daily
frorm Gurugram and Faridabad into charcoal

for Harvana as an MoU has
been signed for setting up
plants to produce green char-
coal. According to the apree-
ment, NVVNL will establish
waste-tocharcoal plants in
Gurugram and Fandabad
under the Atmamirbhar
Bharat campaign of the Gov-
ernment of India, he said.
The ChiefMinister said green
coal plants will be set up in
Bandhwarl, Gurugmm, and
Motuka, Fandabad, at a cost of
around Rz 500 crore each.
These plants will convert 1,500
tonne of waste collected daily
from Gurupgram and Faridabad
into charcoal The Municpal
Corporations of Gurugram and
Faridabad will pronade 20 acres
for these plants each. NTPC
will soon take possession of the
land and start setting up the
plants, which are expected to
be completed in about 30

months, These plants will be
based entirely on indigenous
technology  Saimd said  the
establishment of these plants
will sipnificantly contribute to
the realisation of PM Narendra
Modi's Swachh Bharat cam-
paign, making Gurugram and
Fandabad garbage-free.

I'n the future, the cities will be
free from waste heaps. He said
the waste-to-green coal plants
m Gunigram and Fandabad
will not only provide a perma-
nent solution to the waste prob-
lem but will also increase ener-
gy production. This chareoal
will be used In power genera

ton plants, reducing the use of

mineral coal. He said this effort
will play a crueial role in sipna f
icantly enhancng urban clean-
liness and promoting envimon-
mental  sustamability  in
Crurugram and Fardabad, the
Chief Minister said.

Earier Commissioner and
sSecretary, Urban Local Bodies
Department, Vikas Gupta said
with the increasing urbanisa-
tion, the generation of waste is
also contimuoushy nsmg, mak-
mgwastedisposal a maor chal-
lenge in cities, Th address this
problem, we have nitiated this
gtep with NVVNL under the
guidance of the Chief Minister
The setting up of these plants
in Gurugram and Faridabad
will strengthen waste manage-
ment he said.

NVVNL CEO Renu Namng
zaid cumrently NTPC is oper-
ating a plant in Varanasi that
produces charcoal from G600
tonne of waste daily. However,
the two plants to be estab-
lished in Harvana will be the
largest in India, producing
charcoal from 1,500 tonne of
waste daily. After ther suc-
cess, this technology will be
considered for implementa-
tion in other cities, she said.

This initiative aims o imple-
ment efficient waste manage-
ment strategies, including bet-
ter collection, recycling, and
disposal methods.

the Bawal Assembly oon-
stituency and parlanded the
gtatues of Shaheed Bhaga-
tram. Chotu Ram and Bhimrano
Ambedkar Talking to the
media, he continued his attack
on the BJP government over
the Apnipath scheme.

He asked why Harvana
became the capital of tempo-
rary jobs without reservation,
without pension and without
merit. Former MP Ra) Bab-
bar, Rewari MLA Chiranjeev
Rao, Rajasthan MLA Lalit
Yadav, were also present on
the occasion, — TNS

CBibooksRohtak
oil mill, partners
~ for¥20crore

fraudwithbank

HISAR, JULY 21
The CBI has repistered a case
apainst a Hohtak-based ol
mill, three of its partners and
several others for cheating,
criminal conspiacy and
abuse of official posttion and
causing a loss of Rs 20066 crore
to Bank of Baroda in Hisar.
Yogendra Singh Saini, Bank
AGM and Regional Head, His-
ar, lodged a complaint that
Shri Banke Bihan Oil Mills, a
borrower firm registered in
Meham, throupgh its partners
Shakuntala Devi, Vipul Singla
and Sonam Bansal, alng
with unknown officials and
private persons cheated the

1 1 bank officials face
disciplinary action

bank of Rs 2066 crore. The
complaint was filed on June
13 and the CEI registered the
FIR on July 19 in Delhi.

The firm mnitially enjoved a
credit facility of Bs 1798 crore
with HDFC Bank and later the
account was taken over by the
BoB which sanctioned a credit
faciity of Rs 2206, The audit
reportinduly last vear revealed
that bank funds had been
diverted. The bank also con-
ducted an investigation and
found lapses by 11 bank offi-
cualsagainst whom mternal dis-
ciplinary proceedings wene
underway. —TINS

Political circles abuzz

as Bishonis skip event
attended by CM Saini

DEEPENDER DESWAL

THIHIGE SEWS SEHVICE

HISAR, JULY 21

The absence of the BJP's
Adampur MLA Bhawvya
Bishno and his father and
former MP EKuldeep Bish-
noi in the yesterday' s state-
level function attended by
Chief Minister Nayab Smgh
Saini has set political eir-
cles abuze. The father-son
duo though were present in
Hisar district and attended
functions in the Adampur
assembly segment.

The function was held in
Arva Nagar village of the Nal-
wi Assembly constituency in
the district vesterday which
was attended by the BJP
MLAs, including Hisar MLA
and Health Minister Kamal
Gupta, Nalwa MLA and
Deputy Speaker Ranbir
Gangwa and Hans MLA Vin
od Bhyvana besides the JJP
MLA from Barwala.

BJP district president
Asha Ehedar said: “All
MLAs from the region were
sent the invites. Though 1
could not attend the func-
tion as I was out of station,
all MLAs who were in Hisar
were supposed to attend it

Bhavya Bishnol could not
be contacted. However, a
spokesperson for the Bish-
nois Mohit Sharma said
Kuldeep Bishnoi and
Bhavya Bishnoi had sched-

ALLIS NOTWELL?

Formmer MP Kuldeep Bishnoi
had also stayed away from
the electioneering during the
Lok Sabha elections for some
timeand joined the party's
campaignafter Chief Minister
Mayab Singh Saini visited him
at his Delhi residence.

uled programmes in their
own  Adampur segment.
“They have some more pro-
grammes in their own seg-
ment and will stay in Hisar
at night as well”, he said.
However, a close aide of
Euldeep Bishnoi and Rand-
hir Panihar attended the
CM's function.

supporters of Kuldeep had
expressed their unhappiness
with the BJP after he was
denied the Lok Sabha ticket
from Hisar in the Lok Sabha
elections., Congress candi-
date Jai Prakash won the
Hizar Lok Sabha seat.

Bishnoi had also stayed
away fmom the electioneering
for some time and joined the
party’s campaign after Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
visited him at his Delhi resi-
dence. Later, BIP candidate
Ranjit Singh too had taken
exception to the party’s cam-
paipn in Adampur and Nal-
wa assembly segments - both
the segments have consider-
able influence of Bishnois,

BIP MLA Bhawya Bishnoi holds a meeting with his supporters
in Adampur Assembly segment on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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CLASSIFIEDS
SITUATION VACANT

Reputed Manufacturing and Infra
Company reguires Civil Engincer,
Degree in Civil Engineering, can
handling Civil Billing and Esfimates,
retired porzon fom (o, deparment
can alzo apply. Drafisman, knew ledge
of AweC AD, Store Person, shoulkd
knowledge of Computer. Contact
porson Raman Kumar GETEG- 24780,
(CL24037240)

Jyvotl BEd.  College, Fazlka.
Online applications ane invited for
the post's of Assistant Professor
at https:Sifacultyjobs puchdac in on
regular hasis in the subjects of
Pedagogy of Science, Fime Ans,
Performing Arns- onc each, Librarian -
{l. Eligihle candidatcs in accordance
with the gualifications’ cond tions laid
down by the DGCS MCTE State
CGeovi/ Panjab University within 30
dayz from the publication of
advertisement. Resereation for SC/ST
candidates amd  persons with
dizabilitics as per the mles of Ph.
Giove -Prineipal {CL24035605)
S5.0. Krishna Vatlka Sen. Sec.
Schaal, Bhoklra, Bathinda: Reguine
male'femabe experiencod candidates for
the following posts: 1. TGTs- English,
DPE {male). 2. PGTS- Pleysics, English,
Accountaney, Beonomics, Maths and
Biology. Interested candidates may
send their resume to school mail id:
vatikaschonl(@vahsocom o mect the
schonl Principal directly. Teachers with
gopd communication and [T skills
will b prefemed. Phone: T3470-T047] .
[CL2403T0256)

Regquired a full tme'part tlme
Ophihalmaolegist for a Nabh certified
Evce lhospital mcar Amritsar. Pay and
perks  negodiable. 9B 150-TH90G.
{CL24037180)

Sal Inter natienal School Hiranagar,
Disti. Kathua (J&K) 45 km from
Pathankod | Session 2024- 25) roguincd
TGT English. Salany negotiable +
free  accommodationt  broakfast+
lunch. Principal Shiv Shah 950 ] -
75469, shivshahl %73 @omail . com
(CL24037212)

Shivalik Scence Sr. Sec. Schouel
Eharuni {Baddi) Disti. Solan {HP)
{ Pinjore-Malagarh Highway) Pincode:
173205 mequires PGT (English,
Physics, Maths, Chemising. Applying
camfidates must have fluency in
English. Inmcresied drop their rosume
al shivalik seiencedg mail.com
(CL24037255)

Guru  MNanak  Law  College,
Saiyanwala, Ferozepur Onlime
applications  are  invited For the
posts of Assistant Professers (1)
htps: B tyjobs. puchdac . in ol
regular basis in the subjoct of Law.
Eligible candidates in accordace with
the qualifications! conditions  laid
down by the UGC/BCL State Gond S
Panjab University within 30 days from
the publication of advertisement.
Reservation for S.OCU5T. candidates
amd persons with disabilities per
the mles of Ph Govi. Presidend
S2TT-T4385. (CL24D3T265)

SALES & MARKETING

Recrulting Sales  person for
Purcleal Spicemixes.  WhatsApp
+233 556491401 (CL24034998)

For Circulation and Advertisement
bocking and ofher related quenes
please call at olowing numbers
from Monday to Saturday
betwesn 10.00 am. and 5.00 pm.
Circulation:
0172-2670318, 2670250, 2670442
E-mail at
circulatio ni@ b unemsi L.oom
Adve i se ment:
Classified: 0172-2670257, 2670338
E-mail at
dassified@nbunemail.com

Display: 017 2-26TO256, 2670342
E-mail at advi@Einbunemad.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

L. Ranjit Singh S/o Jagir Singh
B H. Mo, 68, 5. Mo, 3, Groen Park,
Sirhind Rlad, Patiala, Thave
changed my mame o Ranject Singh,
[CL24036881)

I, Jaspal Singh 5% Rattan Singh
Rip # 3-B, Joginder Magar, Badunger,
Patiala, have changed my minor son’s
mame from Yeer Ekam Singh to Voer
Ekam Singh (human. (CL24037114)

COURT NOTICE
Civil Courts Nabha
(U0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Cowrt of
Ms. Amandeep Kambo)
Addiional Civil Judge
(Sentor Drvision),
MNabha.
Ram Smgh
V.
Jatinder Patl {u Jatmder
Patel
CNR No.:

PBPFTBO-000761-2023

MNext Date: 22.08.2024
Publication 1ssued to:
Jatmder Patil ¢ Jatinder Patel
= Gulab Rai Patil
Village Dulladi, Teh. Nabha,
Distnict Patiala.

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)y
respondent(s) should appear
i person or through counsel
on 2208 2024 at 10:00 am.

For details logon to:
httpsy/lighcourtchd. govan'?
rs=district_noticed district=

patiala
Dated, this day of 19.07.2024.
Sd/-
Additional Civil Judge
(Senior Division),
CL24037115 MNabha.

DISCLAIMER

"The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility
for the contents
of the adverdisements
(Display/ Classified)
carried in this
newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are
requested to verify the
contents on their
own before acting
there upon.”

SAURABH MALIK

THIHIENE Sy S SERVK: B

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21

The Pumjab and Harvana
High Court has asked the
Chief Secretanies of Punjab
and Harvana, along with the
Advisor to the UT Adminis-
trator, to  establish and
implement a standard oper-
ating procedure (SOP) to
facilitate the detoxafication
of drug addiets and reduce
drug trafficking.

The Bench of Justice
Sureshwar Thakur and Jus-
tice Sudeepti Sharma took
note of the fact that Section
27T of the NDPS Act penalises
consumers of narcotic drugs
or psychotropie substances
with rigomus mprisonment
up to six months or a fine up
to Rs 10,000, or both. But Sec-
tion 64-A of the Act provides
immunity from prosecution
to addicts voluntanly under-
going treatment at govern-
ment-recognised de-addie-
tion centres.

The court emphasised the
necessity of aipning Section
2T with Section 64-A to fully
mobilise statutory pmovisions

HARYANA

HC directs strict execution of SOP
for detoxification of drug addicts

USE DRUG DETECTION KITS: COURT

with the trial judge for voluntary detoxification
ofthe accused, using a drug detection kit to

demand and trafficking, lessen the investiga
tive burden on officers and reduce trial court

verify the individual's addiction status, ensuring | cases underthe NDPS Act

thecompletion of treatment at ade-addiction
cante to grant immunity from prosecution,
and deploying adequate plainclathes police
personnel at de-addiction centres

| B The immunity would extend to those dealing in
smallquantities of narcotic drugs or psy-
chaotropic substances, provided they under-
went de-addiction treatment

for the detoocfication of drug
addicts to decrease drug
demand and trafficking,
lessen the investigative bur-
den on officers and reduce
trial court cases under the
NDPS Act.

The keyv directives mdude
filing an apphcation with the
trinl judge for wvoluntary
detoatfication of the accused,
using a drug detection kit to
venfy the individual's addic-
tion status, ensunng the com-
pletion of treatment at a de-
addiction centre to prant
mmmunity from prosecution,
and deployving adequate
plainclothes police personnel
at de-addiction centre s to pre-
vent untoward incidents.

The Bench asserted Sec-
tion 27 and Section 64-A

without such an S0P would
remain ineffectve, defeating
the statute's purpose. The
court further directed trial
judges to elicit consent from
the accused for using the
drug detection kit upon
receving a report under Sec-
tion 173 CrPC or Section 193
of the Bharativa Nvaya San-
hita, 2023,

If the accused 15 confirmed
to be a drug addict and con-
sents to treatment, the trial
judge may send them to a
recognised de-addiction cen-
tre. Upon completion of the
treatment. the trial judge
may prant immunity from
prosecution as per Section
64-A, based on an application
by the public prosecutor.

The Bench added that

Agriculture Minister Kanmwar Pal Gujjar at a function held in Pratap Nagar in Yamunanagar.

Govttoform committee

to educate farmers: Guijjar

SHIV EUMAR SHARMA

THIHERN E MEW S EENVICE

YAMUNANAGAR, JULY 21
The Harvana Govemment
will son form ‘Harvana Agri-
cultural Committee’ on the
lines of the Harvana Medical
Counal to streambne apncul-
tural education and other
related activities.

This move by the govern-
ment will also curb the use of
pesticides in Harvana and
provide redief to fammers from
the increasing costs of apricul-
ture. This was announced by
Harvana Agneu fture Mind ster
Kamwar Pal Gupar ina ‘Krishi
Kalvan Sammelan’ held in
Pratap Nagar town of Yamu-
nanagar district on Sunday.

Stressing on the need of
high tech laboratories, he
gaid, “Our aim 15 to establish
such labomatories where soil,
water, pesticides and fertilisers
can be tested for quality, These
laboratories will also be capable
of testing the quality of agneul-

tural productsat a global keved
Addressing the emplovees of
the Agnculture and Horticul-
ture Departments, he said that
the Apriculture Department
would also stat wodd-class
Technical and Excellence Cen-
tres like the Horticulture
Department.

“These centres will focus on
crops such as sugarcane, cot-
ton, oilseeds, maire, coarse
grains, nce and agricultural
engmneering, helping fammers
produce high-quality seeds
and products,” sakd Gujjar.

He further saidthat technol-
ogv-driven offices for Apncul-
ture Development Officers
ADOD) and Horticulture
Development Officers (HDO)
would be established in the
gtate, which would be
referred to as Plant Clinics.
He added that these clinics
would provide all necessary
facilities to farmers close to
their villapes.

He said a helpline number

Govtsets target to open
500 creches across state

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
Harvana Women and Child
Development Minister
Aseem Goel recently said
while the government has
set atarget to open 500 crech-
es for child care, more would
be opened if necessary,
Following its creche policy
for 2024-25, the government
has approved a comprehen-
sive budget. Reflecting the
state povernment's com-
mitment to women and
child welfare, Hs 32.15 crore
has been allocated. Goel
gsaid in 2020, the govern-
ment decided to open 500
creches in the state for chil-
dren. The Women and Child
Development Department
has already opened 165
creches in 16 districts in the

first phase.

He said Harvana is the
first state in the country to
ereate its own creche policy.

Detailing the ereche pol-
¢y, the minister said the
trained staff at these cen-
tres — located near
women's workplaces —can
take care for children aged
six months to six vears for 8-
10 hours. The staff manage
actvities such as regular
health check-ups and vacei
nations, sleeping arrange-
ments, education, and
recreation. The creches also
provide nutritious meals.
“There are feeding rooms
for infants, allowing moth-
ers to feed ther babies dur-
ing  designated lunch
breaks.” he added.

Regarding future policies,
Goel said the Women and

would be issued In every
block for farmers to report
their issues and block agncul-
tural officers would be
responsible for resolving
these problems. The Agri-
culture Minister also 1inau-
gurated a Block Agriculture
Office in tehsil complex of
Pratap Nagar town.

He  emphasised that
before every season. agri-
culture development offi-
cers and block agriculture
officers would wverify the
stock of seeds and fertilisers
in their respective areas.

The minister said soon,
various committees of farm-
ers would be formed and
around 20 farmers would be
included in one committee.
“These committees will talk
to other farmers and pro-
vide them information on
reducing the use of pesti-
cides in the fields and on
crop residue management,”
gaid Gujjar.

CM mourns
deathof
MLA’s son

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MAHEND RAGARH, JULY 21
Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini reached Nar-
natl today to express his
deep condolences on the
demise of Umesh Yadav
{(44), son of Narnaul MLA
and former minister Om
Prakash Yadav. Umesh
passed away on Friday due
to an illness,

The CM consoled the
bereaved family and paid
tributes to the departed
gsoul. Cabinet ministers Dr
Banwari Lal. Dr Abhe
Singh Yadav, Ateh MLA
Sitaram Yadav, former min-
isters Ram Bilas Sharma
and Om Prakash Dhankar
were among those present
on the occasion.,

mmunity would extend to
those dealing in small quanti-
ties of narcotic dmgs or psy-
chotropic substances, provid-
ed they underwent
de-addiction treatment. To
ensure effective implementa-
tion, the court stressed the
necessity for all concerned
centres to purchase and stock
dm g detection kits.

Additional directives to
tackle drug warlords

The High Court alsoissueda
glew of directions to the
Chief Secretaries of Punjab
and Harvana, along with the
Adwvisor to the UT Admimis-
trator, to bring to book drug
warlords who deploy ped-
dlers for trading narcotic
drugs or psychotropic sub-

stances. The court noted
that the central and state
governments were empow-
ered to exercise statutory
leverages under the NDPS
Act, but the lack of a “desip-
nated authority” rendered
these provisions ineffective.

To palvanise these provi-
zions, the court directed the
immediate constitution of a
designated authority to
exercise statutory powers
and ensure the provisions
do not remain idle. Investi-
gating officers are required
to be thoroughly trained to
make the provisions func-
tional, understanding the
conditions under which a
designated authority can
exercise discretion, particu-
larly requiring the person
claiming immunity to make
a full and true disclosure of
all circumstances related to
the contravention.

The court directed the Reg-
1strar (Judicial) to circulate
this order to all Chief Secre-
taries and Directors-General
of Police in all federal states
of India. ensuring nationwide
complianoe.

Che CTribune
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Wary ot violence, Net
blocked in Nuh ahead
of Jalabhishek Yatra

SUMEDHA SHARMA

THIBTRE &N EWS SERVICE

GURUGRAM, JULY 21
The Harvana Government
on Sunday beefed up securi-
ty and ordered suspension of
mobile Internet and bulk
SMS services in Nuh district
for 24 hours ahead of the Jal-
abhishek Yatm that was
marred by violence last vear

Though acoording to the
local authorities and the
police there were no inputs
on disturbance of any kind
enupting duringthe vatra, the
government was taking pre-
cautionary steps to ensure
peace in the district.

The mobile Internet service
in the district would remain
suspended for 24 hours from 6
prm an Sunday, acconding o an
arder by Harvana Additional
Chief'Secretary (Home ) Anurag
Rastogi. The local administra-
tion has alsobamed the entry of
oow vigilante Bittu Bajrangi in
Nuh. He has been ordered not
to take part in the vatm. Bajran-
g1 is oneofthe key acoused who
alegedly instigated the Nuh

The Nuh police and Gurn-

POLITICIANSTO
STAY AWAY?

The right-wing outfits had
planned torope in BJP lead
ers, including Haryana CM
MNenab Saini, for the lalab-
hishek Yatra, butthey have
notcanfirmed their participar
tion so far. Sources caimed
duetothe administration's
banonspeeches, most politk
clanswere not keen ontak-
ing part in theyatra.

gram police also plan to keep
the proposed route of the
vatra under dmone surveil-
lance. The police have con-
duced flag marches and spe-
rial teams are being stationed
at vulnerable points. The Nuh
admimistration has bamed
carrving of arms/sticks and
plaving of loud music during
the vatra. There 15 a complete
ban on speeches also,
“Exverything is under control
and we are taking precautions
to ensure a peaceful vatra Par-
ticipants have strictly been
advised aganst any hooligan-
1sm,'’ MNuh DC Dhirender
EKhadgata told The Tribune.

Recruitment in Hry varsities put on hold

DeEPENDER DVESWAL
HISAR, JULY 21
With the Assembly electinns
about three months away n
Harvana, the state govern-
ment has directed the state
universities to put the ongo-
mg recruitment process at
ther respective universities
on hold until further orders.

The orders were 1ssued by
the Commssioner, Higher
Education. on Sunday to all
the state universities falling
under the ambit of the Higher
Education and Technical Edu-
cation Directorate of the
Harvana Government.

The letter (a copy of which is
with The Tribune) addressed
to all Vice-Chancellors in the

goats from thieves.

universities stated, “It has
been decided to put all the
recruitment processes, irre-
spective of the stage it has
attaned n the universities of
Harvana on hold. Registrars
of the respective universities
will personally ensure status
quo on all ongoing processes
until further orders.”

sSources saidthat most of the
gtate universities, incuding
the Maharshi Davanand Umna-
versity Rohtak ; Guru Jamb-
heshwar University of Sa-
ence and Technology
{GIUSTY, Chaudhary Charan
Singh Harvana Agricultural
University (HAU) Hisar;
Chaudhary Bansi Lal Univer-
sity Bhowani; EKunikshetra
University Kurnikshetra;

Congress MP Deepender Hooda with the goat and sheep.

Sheep, goats in Cong’s padyatra
Yamunanagar: These days, peopleof the Gadariya Pal corme
munity area worried lot due to the inereasing number of cas-
esof theft oftheir sheep and goats in the district. With the
local administration failing to find anysolution ta their prob-
lern, a few community members, alongwith their sheep and
gnats, reached the ‘padyatra’ programme held bythe Corr
gress partyin Yamunanagar Assembly segment recently.
Rohtak Congress MP Deepender Hooda and Ambala MP
Varun Chaudharywere the chief guests at the padyatra pro-
gramime. Led by community leader Narsingh Pal, they hand-
ed over one goateach to Deependerand Varun, telling them
that most of the people in their community were poor and the
[vestock was the main source oftheir livelihood. With hope in
their eyes, they requested them to protect their sheep and

CM's remark brings hope to Grover supporters

Rohtak: The recentvisit of Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
to Rohtak gave some reliefto the supporters of former minis-
ter Manish Grover as Saini addressed him as '‘Bhavi Mantri'

Gurugram  University; JC
Bose University of Science
and Technology; YMCA Fand-
abad, are at different stapes of
the recruitment process for
the posts of the teaching and
non-teaching staff,

In February, the state gov-
ernment had imposed asim-
ilar ban on Chaudhary Ran-
br Singh University, Jind
and Chaudhary Dewvi Lal
University, Sirsa. CBLU, Bha-
wani had recently issued an
advertisement for filling the
vacancies while MDT,
Rohtak was in the process of
serutinising the documents
of candidates. Smmiarly,
GJUST too is in the process
of inviting applicants for the
interview, the sources said.
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# Haryana Diary

Health Minister’s ‘official’ visit to Rajasthan
Hisar: The visit of Health Minister Dr Karmal Gupta to Hanu-
mangarh town of Rajasthan on Saturday kicked up another
storm as the minister's tour programime showed that he
would hearthe public grievances in the Karni Dharamshala in
Hanumangarh and would also attend a rasam pagri. The
copies of the official tour program me were also marked for the
DGR Haryana, ADGP CID and S5Ps of Hisar, Fatehabad and Sir-
sa districts for a police escort on the way. However, Congress
leader Manoj Rathi questioned whether the minister was
goingthereto redress public grevances or attend a condaor
lence meeting in Rajasthan. "What is the rationale behind a
Haryana minister listening to the public grievances in
Rajasthan? Apparently, the tour programme was designed to
showit as an official tour so that the minister could partici pate
ina private function in an official vehicle,” he alleged. Gupta
had also been in controversy over his demand of changing the
name of Hisar to Agrocdhak’ and also when he pushed aside a
local social activist aceusing him of being his critic.

while speaking to a gathering. After the CM's remark, the sup-
porters are fully confident that Grover will get the party ticket
forthe upcoming Assembly polls. Grover, a close aide to for-
merChM Manaohar Lal Khattar, lost the previous Assembly
polls to Congress nominee Bharat Bhushan Batra, hence,
some other local BIP leaders too are vying for the party ticket

from Rohtak this time.

Last-row seat in party event irks AAP leader

Kurukshetra: Allotting lastvow seat to the Kurukshetra dis
trict chief of the Aam Aadmi Party and workers in the party's
event held in Panchkula on Saturday, has nat gone wel with
district chief Vishal Khubber, and he announced to quit his
post. Expressing displeasure through a late night social
media post, Vishal Khubber wrote that he had been associat-
ad with AAP since 2012, He announced his resignation from
all party posts because ‘he was not getting due respect’ but
would continue working as a party worker. In the party's pro-
grarmime, he was treated as being a part ofthe crowd and
offered a seat in the last row. Khubber had also announced
to hold a press conference on Sundayto disclose the activi-
ties af the party, however, later he went incommunicada.

No-confidence motion against ZP head

Katthak The no-confidence motion against Zila Parishad chair-
person Deepak Malik, also known as Deep Malilk, on Friday has
increased the politicaltemperature in Kaithal. Malik was elect-
ed aschairperson with the support of UR butaccording to
sources, after the alliance broke up between BIP and 1R some
BIP leaders had started a campaign against Mallk. The nocorr
fidence motion came after 15 councillors submitted affidavits
an July 12 to Deputy Commissioner Prashant Panwar asserting
their majority support for the noconfidence mation. Out of the
21nember council, 17 councillors attended the meeting and
casttheir vates. However, on the directions of the Punjaband
Haryana High Court, the result was not declared, and the ballot
papers were sealed and stored in the treasury. This voting has
kept thefuture of the chairperson in limba.

Road divider turns into political issue

Panipat: The divider on the under-construction road in Model
Town has become a politcal issue here. Now, BIP MLA
Pramod Vij and former BJP coundllor Lokesh Nagroo have
comefacetoface over it Two roads in the posh Model Town
arethe dream roads for the MLA and he got special approval
forthese roads from former Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar and tenders have also been allotted for the construction
of these two roads. The residents welcomed the widening of
the roads, but they opposed the construction ofdividers
betwesn the roads as they said the roads would be congest-
ed badly. The peopletook up the issue with former councillar
Lokesh Magroo and he got the work stopped. The Issue has
gone viral on soclal media. Whether the divider will be con-
structed or nat, only time will tell.

CONTRIBUTED BY EEFENDER DESWAL SHIVEUMAR SHARMA, NITISH SHARMA | RAVINDER SAlN], FRAVEEN ARCRA AND MUKESH TANDON

The Harvana Federation of
Universities and Colleges
Teachers Ornganisation
(HFUCTO) demanded a fair,
high-level investigation into
the alleged irregulanties in
recruitment in universities,

“The new recruitments are
nothing but a financial bur-
den on the state universities,”
sai HFUCTO president Dir
Vikash Siwach.

He said that the HFUCTO
had received complaints
against the university
administration at different
umversities regarding irre g-
ularities in the recrutment
process. “Many university
authorities have been ignor-
ing the roster system in
recruitment.” he said.
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hlgh yleldmg 0pl]0ns, buyback

Rucmm M EHA.M MNA

CHAN DIGARH, JULY 21

The state pgovernment's
ambitious plan to incen-
tivise farmers who shun
paddy cultivation has been
welcomed by farmers. They,
however, feel that it should
be accompanied by a rollout
of high-vield varieties of
alternative crops and sus-
tainable buvback mecha-
nism for those erops.

Yesterday, Punjab Apricul-
ture Minister Gurmeet Singh
Ehudian had announced that
the government would give
Rz 17500 per hectare incen-
tive to the farmers shifting to
alternative crops, leaving the
water-purzling paddy. The
policy would be effective
from the current vear.

The announcement of the
new policy has come at a time
when amund 96 per cent of
paddy sowing is already com-
plete. As of date, paddy trans-
plantation on 28 lakh
hectares has been completed.
“Butit's better late than nev-
er. The higgest threat facing
Punjab i1sits imminent deser-
tification in another two
decades. Action to reverse the
situation has to be taken now.
We have started reaching out
to farmers in areas where
paddy 15 vet to be transplant-
ed. askang them to go in for

SARARIIT SINGH

o

|
|

¥

iy

&

i

] !
.| i
I'.

.

s,fg
i ol'M

WAL ik
W : 1 L*I
ba Al i

i

Wil

..,_.,.....1
[
[

INCENTIVE AMOUNT
NOT ENOUGH

&9 Theincentive amount

I5 just T7,085 per acre. The | both ends meet through

average incomeof anorr
basmati paddy sowing
farmer s T74,200 per
acre... Why will he opt for
this scheme when there s
noassured buyback of
other cropsatMSP?
Sandeep ] dhar, w0HA8 Mo

DTHEH L‘HBFS HWE

other crops,” Punjab Director
Agriculture Jaswant Singh
told The Trbune.

Jagmohan Singh Patiala of
the BEU-Dakaunda, said
only the potato and sunflewer

ESL‘.AFIHE FH{}M BHIHEHE
LOW YIELD NEW AGRICULTURE POLICY
@9 Farmer barely makes &% The government has
abandoned claims of a radical
paddy cultivation, but  new agricultural policyto
‘whatwill happenifhe  resolve the state’s agrarian
produces other crops,  cnisisand has limited it toa
‘havingmuch lessyield  meagre amount for the
‘and no assurance ofhis  cultivation of alternative crops,
‘crop being bought at that too after paddy sowing is
' MSP? Rajinder Singh complete. Rajinder Singh Joginder Singh
Deepsighwala, s ose ooy o Ugrahan and Sukbdey Singh Kokrikabin
growers would benefit this per acre. “The average
vear, as paddy sowing was  moome of a non-basmati pad-
almost complete. dy sowing farmeris Rs 74,200
sandeep Jakhar MLA from peracre, ifthe vield is 32 quin-
Ahohar sam the amount tal per acre. Why will he opt
translated into just Rs 7.080 for this scheme when there is

Growers upbeat over boom in basmati exports

Shipments soar 83% over 4 years, raises hopes of better pricesthisyeartoo

NEERA] MoHAN
N EW DELHI, JULY 21
A significant surFe m bas-
matirice exports has growers
optimistic ahead of the har-
vesting season in Punjab and
Harvana. Despite the condi-
tion of the Minimum Export
Price, India"s basmati
exports saw an increase of
nearly 26% in the 2023-24 fis-
cal, at s 48.389.21 crore. The
jump is expected to dnve up
basmati prices, offering a
much-needed boost to the
local agricult ural economy.
As per data of the Agncul-
tural and Processed Ewod
Produets Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA), in
the previous fiscal vear India
exported 45,61 LMT of bas-
mati worth Bs 38.5624. 10 crore.
Ower the past four years, bas-
mati exports have wit nessed
over 83% increase — from Hs
26,415 crore in 2021-22 to Rs
48,389 crore in 2023-24.
Basmati was exported to

LOWER MEP CAP TO
$800: EXPORTERS

Despite the impressive export figures, traders are concermed
overthe Minimurm Export Price (MEP) cap of $850, which they
seeas ahurdle inoptimal trade. "Bven with strong international
demand, the MEFP cap discouragestraders from buying padddy.
We urge the government to lower the capto 5800, whichwould
benefit both traders and farmers, and help us competewith Pak-
istan, the only significant competitor to Indian basmat,” said
Satish Goel, president of the Alkindia Rice Exporters’ Association.

150 countries in 2023-24. up
from 149 countries in the pre-
vious fiscal. Monthly export
statistics released by APEDA
indicate that India's exports
saw a 13.11% nse in April to
May figures, reaching 51,037
million compared to $917 mil-
lion during the correspon-
ding penod last vear.

Saudi Arabia was the largest
importer of Indian basmati in

Only three foreign
medical graduates to
get stipend in state

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDKOT, [ULY 21
After the Finance Department
approved the funding of only
three new seats for the pay-
ment of stipend to foreipn
medical praduates (FMG) for
mtemship in the povemment
medical colleges of the state,
the Punjab Medical Council
(PMC) has reduced the intern-
ship seats from 36 to three.

As many as 62 FMGs from
Punjab are eligible for the
internship after they cleared
the Foreign Medical Gradu-
ates Exam (FMGE) conduct-
ed by the National Board of
Examination in January this
vear Last month, the PMC
had offered 36 seats to FMGs
for internship. Every medical
intern gets Rs 15,000 per
moanth as stipend. However,
after the Finance Depart-
ment's order, the PMC has
issied a notification saving
only three seats are available
for mternship.

While these 62 FMGs of
January 2024 batch are
struggling to start their
internship for the last about

e . .

five months, a new batch of
FMGs, comprising about 250
medical pgraduates, has
joined them this week.

The latest FMGE test was
conducted on July 6 and its
result was declared on July
17. In the latest FMGE test,
35,819 foreipn medical grad-
uates had appeared for the
exam all over the country
and about 7200 (20.19 per
cent) of them passed the
exams. About 250 of the
7200 successful candidates
are from Punjab.

Akashdeep Aggarwal, secre
tary, PMC, said the council was
in the pmocess of starting
internship of all these students
at Govemment Hospital, Sec-
tor 16, Chandi garh, “We aredis-
cussing the matterwith the UT
administration,” he said.

Internship is cruecial for
medical praduates as it pro-
vides practical experience in
various medical fields and is
a mandatory requirement to
practise medicine in the
country. The idea of rotation-
al internship is to train med-
ical graduates to fulfil themr
role as doctors,

terms of quantity, importing
10.98 LMT, followed by Irag
and Iran at 8.24 LMT and 6.7
LMT, respectively. Other
major importers are the
Yemen Repubhe (3.07 LMT).
UAE (3.08 LMT) Us (234
LMT), UK(1.85 LMT), Kuwait
(1.79 LMT). Oman (1.64 LMT),
and Gatar (1.15 LMT).

The surge has been fuelled
by a strong demand from West

Asia. Basmati prices are hov-
ering around Rs 4,000 a quin-
tal while the premium quality
15 fetching Rs 5.500to0 Rs 6.000.
Traders believe that if the
trend continues, it may give a
boost to the prices in the har-
vesting season in September:

Following an increase in
demand and exports, the area
under basmati cultivation
has also gone up in Punmjab
and Harvana, with the
traders predicting a record
production this vear

Last vear, Punjab saw a 165
increase mn the area under
basmati cultvation during
the kharif season, reaching
neady 6 lakh hectares, of the
total paddy area of 32 lakh
hedares, compared to 4.95
lakh hertares in 2022, This
vear, the state apriculture
department projects that
acreage in Punjab may reach
around 10 lakh hectares, sur-
passing Haryana's nearly
7.80 lakh hectares — the
highest in the country.

no assured buyback of other
crops at MSP? he said.

Rajinder Singh Deepsingh-
wala, vice-president of the
Kirti Kisan Umnion, said
though hewelcomed the first
“baby step”, it did not seem a
well thought out and planned
exercise, “Owver the wyears,
there 15 lack of research on
high-vield  varieties  of
legumes:; millet seeds are not
easily available; and cotton
crop 1s repeatedly falling prey
to insect attacks. Farmer
barely makes both ends meet
through paddy cultivation,
but what will happen if he
produces other crops, hasving
much less yield and no assur-
ance of his erop being bought
at MSP?" he said.

Apreeing with him, paddy
grower Shingara Singh of
Fatehpur village near Patiala
said 1fthe incentrve was higher,
many firmers would be open
to shiftin g to potato and maize.

Another farmer, Kulwant
singh from Kishangarh in
Mansa, said it had taken
almost 20 vears for Punjab
farmers, especially im the
south Malwa region, to ready
their sandy fields for paddy
cultvation. *The povern-
ment should set a target to
wean away farmers from pad-
dy and then work onit by pro-
viding them a ready market
for altemative crops,” he said.

To shift from paddy, farmers demand Retiredgovtotiicial

alleges I38L fraud
by business partner

AVNEET KAUR
JALANDHAR, JULY 21
In an alleged fraud case, Kar-
nall Singh, a retired election
tehsildar from Hoshiarpur
accused his former business
partner, Hardeep Kumar of
Jalandhar's Abadpum, of
defrauding him of Rs 38 lakh.
Singh claims that Kumar
fled to Canada in November
last year after selling the
entire stock of ther pharma-
ceutical business, Singh's
complaint to the Commis-
sionerate Police (CP) last
November resulted in an FIR
only a few days ago onJuly 16,
highlight ing what he
describes as police's shuggish
response.  Their business
Maple Pharmaceutical, was
founded in October 2020.
Singh mvested 75 per cent of
the capital, amounting to Ks 38
lakh, while Kumar, an expen-
enoed pharmaceutical profes-
sional, contributed the remain-
der Singh daims that after
jointly running the business
for three vears, Kiimarsold the
enfire stock amounting to Rs
40 1akh and fled to Canada
Singh described his redation-
ship with Kumar, stating that
he first met him while serving
a3 a tehsildar in Jalandhar in
2015-16. Kumar used to pro-
vide him medianes on dis-

Accuses police of
sluggish action’

count. “This professional rela-
tionship grew into a personal
connection, which led to the
business proposal in 2020
Eumar sugpested that when I
retired, I buy a local pharma-
ceutical company whose owne-
er was moving abroad. The
deal was settled at Rs 44 lakch,
with me contnbuting Rs 33
lakh via bank transfer and an
additional Bs 5.56 lakh to set
up the office,” he said.

He added that the heence
was obtained in EKumar's
name, but a legal agreement
documented their joint part-
nership, induding a joint
bank account with him as a
sipning authority.

“My focus shifted to family
matters in 2023, following the
cancer diagnosis of my broth-
er-in-law. Kumar took advan-
tage of my preocoupation, lig-
widated our stock, and fled
with the proceeds.” he added.

Meanwhile, Sahil Chaud-
hary, SHO Division Number
6. said the complaint was filed
with a CP officer, and that
after a thorough investigation
and necessary formalities, the
case was forwarded to them
for FIR registmtion.
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Teamof16th
finance panel
arrivesinstate

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
The state government has
pinned high hopes on the
16th Finance Commission
that began its visit to the
state from today.

The cash-strapped state is
looking for additional
frants and a special pack-
age to rebuild its old infra-
structure. The 15th Finance
Commission had piven
Punjab a Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit Grant of
Rs25.968 crore.

The six-member team of
the 16th Finance Commis-
gsion, led by its Chairman
Arvind Panagariya, reached
Chandigarh this evening.
The team is accompanied
by other officials of the
commission.

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Cheema said, “The
state has high hopes from
the commission and I am
certain that they will sur-
pass those”

It 15 learnt that the com-
mission will hold meetings
with state government
functionaries tomaorrow,
before meeting representa-
tives of urban and rural
loeal bodies. The team will
also hold meetings with
leaders of Opposition par-
ties tomorrow. On Tuesday,
the team will visit Amritsar
and meet representatives of
trade and industry.

Cops’ ‘grounded’ approach to war against drugs

Sitwith villagersto share, dISCUSS measures to tackle the menace

HREH[TWATTS
MUKTSAR, JULY 21
To make people feel comfort-
ableand toextract information
related to drug menace from
them, the Muktsar district
police have started behaving
like commoners. A police team
undertheleadershipof Malout
DSP Pawangit recently held a
meeting on the dnig ssue at
Jhorar village. where the cops
gat on the floor along with the
public. The village 1s notorous
for the drug problem.
Notably, a larFe number of
cases have been repistered
under the NDPS Act in the vil-
lage, 13 km from Malout town.
Malout DSP Pawanjit said.
“Thisis afact that Jhorar villagee
15 notorious for drags, L along
with the SHO and addiional
SHO of Malont Sadar police sta
tion, held ameeting withthevl-
lagers and sat on the floor with
themn. We discussed thewaysto
curbthedmg menace. Besides,
the villapers mised some other

A police team sits on the floor with public during a meeting at Jhorar village in Muktsar district.

problems baing faced by them,
which are being looked mto.
This 15 just a step o make the
public feel friendlby and assist us
m our duty”

Meanwhile, the cops are
also holding seminars in edu-
cational mstitutes, ‘sath’ (vil-
lage common land), ete.
Faridkot IGP Gursharan
Singh Sandhu had recently

HC mandates digital verification for
document reglslrauon, bail sureties

'Luumu ['vhun:
CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
In abid to combat fraudulent
activities in document regis-
tration and bail procedures,
the Punjab and Harvana
High Court has mandated
the use of mAadhaar for ver-
ifyving witnesses and execu-
tants. Justice Annop
Chitkara's ruling aims at
enhancng the authenticity
of legal transactions imvalv-
mg power of attorneys, sale
deeds and other documents,
Justice Chitkara also called
for the use of mAadhaar in
bail matters to verfy sureties
to plug in the “loophole” asso-
dated with the “illegal” and
“immoral” demand for mon-
ey by individuals identifving
the authenticity of sureties.
To avoid incarceration of
accused following inahility to
furnish sureties, Justice
Chitkara further ruled it was
permissible for the officer or
court concerned to reduce
the bond amount or exempt
the surety bond altogether, if
the accused — to ther satis-
faction — demonstrated
mnability to provide the same.
The High Court registry

WILL SHUT BIZ OF ILLEGAL SERVICE CHARGES

6 The court directions are likely to shut down the
business of illicit service charges, while mandating
the use of the mAadhaar application for surety
verification. lustice Anoop Chitkara

was also directed to forward
the order to the Chief Secre-
taries of Punjab, Harvana,
and the UT Administrator
to “consider this aspect”.
The order was also directed
to be sent to all Session
Judges of Punjab, Harvana
and Chandigarh.

The directions came as Jus-
tice Chitkam observed that
the court had granted bail to
an accused, while drecting
himto fumish surety in accor-
dance with the provisions of
the Bharativa Nagank Surak-
sha Sanhita. But the ground
reality was that the investiga-
tors or the attesting officers
nsisted on verification of

sureties from - among others
- the lambardar and wand
members, after they appeared
before the courts.

Justice Chitkara asserted:
“It 1s common knowled pe
that many people, who iden-
tify the authenticity of the
gsureties, take moneyvtocover
travelling expenses, loss of
day's earnings or charges for
providing service, which is
not only illegal and imper-
missible but also unethical
and mmoral and this loop-
hole must be plugged in.”

Justice Chitkara added the
court directions were likely
to shut down the business of
illicat service charges, while

mandating the use of the
mAadhaar apphcation for
gurety wverification. The
Bench emphasised that
identifving sureties through
the Aadhaar card and verify-
ing the genuineness of the
number through mAadhaar,
available on Google Play
Store or Apple App Store,
was more authentic and
almost foolproof.

Consequently, there would
be no need or justification for
venlu_.ml:nn of sureties ﬂu‘nuﬁh
sarpanch, pr.']itun_. p.a.n-'_h_.
kshetra panchavat sadasva,
gram sewak, BDC members,
MC ward members, ete”.

It would be sufficient for
the officer or the court attest-
ing the bonds to “declare the
verification and authentica-
tion of the surety's identity
through Aadhaar, either
themselves, through staff or
even by delegation”. They
would not insist on dentifi-
cation of sureties through
“lambardars, ward members,
ete.” Such dentification
would be carried out through
only when Aadhaar dentifi-
cation was unavailable.” Jus-
tice Chitkara conchided.

attended a progrmmme at the
Red Cross Bhawan i Mukt-
sar town, in which nearky 300
representatives of different
organisations, sarpanches
and others participated.
Muktsar S5SP Bhapirath
Singh Meena said the district
police had frozen the proper-
tie s of drug smugglers worth
about Bs 3 crore in the recent

past. “We are also motivating
people who want to assist us
In OuUr ongoing war against
drugs,” he claimed.

Ranjit Smngh, foundermem-
ber of the anti-drug commit-
tee of Gurnusar village here,
gaid, “We have started reviv-
mg the anti-drug committees
in the district and cops are
supporting us as of now.

Road safety project delivers,

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
The state government's flag-
cship mad safety pmject
Sadak Sumkhyva Fhree (S5F),
launched m Janu ary this vear,
has started vielding results.
The number of fatalities in
road accidents in the state
came down by around 16 per
cent between February 2024
and Jurne 2024, compared to
the corresponding period
last vear In January this

fatalities dip 16% in 5 months

vear, CM Bhagwant Mann
had flagged offthe S5F fleet
of 144 vehicles.
Navdeep Asya, Traffic Advis-
er to the Punjab Gevernment,
said the fatalities had come
down due to timel vy evacuation
of victims. Hoshiarpur dis-
trict has reported the high-
est dip in fatalities (28), fol-
lowed by Khanna 27),
Fatehgarh Sahib (27) and
Kapurthala (22). — TNs
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Pipelines Division of Indian Qil Corporation Limited invites
applications from eligible Indian Mationals for Non-Executive
positions in Group C and D at various locations of Pipelines
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Mechanical/T&l) and Technical Attendant-| in states of Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
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notification.




06

Che Cribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

Bail under UAPA

SC relief for undertrials languishing in jails

N a landmark decision, the Supreme Court has

granted bail to a person who was booked under

the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA),

1967, and was languishing in jail for nine years

due to the slow pace of the wheels of justice. The
ruling reiterates the judicial principle that “bail. not
jail, is the basic rule”. It comes as a relief in a legal
landscape where the reluctance to grant bail has led to
prodonged incarceration and significant human rights
concerns. The higher judiciary has been grappling
with an overwhelming number of bail applications,
highlighting a troubling trend of reluctance at lower
judicial levels to grant bail. Prolonged detention often
infringes on the personal liberties of the accused,
even as their frials progress at a snail’s pace.

Several recent cases exemplify the shift towards
uphaolding personal liberty through the granting of bail in
siringent cases. In 2021, the Delhi High Court granted bail
to student activists Natasha Narwal, Devangana Kalita
and Asif Igbal Tanha, all accused under UAPA in connec-
tionwith the 2020 Delhiriots. The court eriticised the mis-
use of anti-terrar laws to stifle dissent.

The SC decision clarifies that no statute, mchuding
UAPA, inherently precludes the granting of bail. This dis-
finction is cruaal as it reinforces that legal principles
must not be overshadowed by rigid interpretations that
compromise mdividual freedoms. The matter of bail
should not be comphcated or politically charged. [t s a
strajght forward judicial procedure intended to balance
the rights of the accused with the interests of justice.
However, the continued denial of bail has dispropartion-
ately affected ordinary citizens, especially the poor, who
languish in jail awaiting trial This decision marks astep
towards rectifying the imbalance and ensuring that jus-
tice is not only done but seen to have been done.

Bangladesh in turmoil

Court steps in to slash contentious quota

HE violence that has claimed over 100 lives

in Bangladesh has shown the Sheikh Hasi-

na government in a poor light. The ruling

dispensation should have anticipated dis-

turbances after the High Court reinstated
in June the quota that regerved 30 per cent of govern-
ment jobs for relatives of veterans who fought in the
1971 war of independence; the Hasina regime had ear-
lier halted the quota in 2018 following large-scale stu-
dent protests. The new round of protests caught the
powers that beoff-guard, as clashes broke out between
the police and protesting students across the country.

Making a welcome intervention, Bangladesh's
Supreme Court has slashed the contentious reservation.
It has ardered that the veterans' quota be cut to 5 per
cent, with 93 per cent of the jobs to be offered on mertit;
the remaining 2 per cent will be set aside for members
of ethnic minorities and some other groups. The ruling
is expected to help in padafying the protesters and restor-
mng peace and normaley. However, the high death toll
must make the government do ruthless introspection.
The frustration among students over the shortage of

good jobs should be addressed urgently. The quota pro-
vision has been under fire as it apparently benefits sup-
porters of Prime Minister Hasina, whose Awami League
partyled the independence movement. She had defend-
ed it on the grounds that veterans deserved the highest
respect for their confribution to theliberation, regardless
of their political affiliation. However, the PM cannot
afford toignore the present realifies. A merit-based sys-
tem for jobs will help Bangladesh sustain its impressive
economic march, Hopefully, the government will imple-
ment the apex court's arder in letter and spirit. And
there ig algo a legson here for India, where unemploy-
ment is 8 major issue and several states have witnessed
an uproar over quotas. Priorifising political considera-
tions over ensuring a level playing field for recruitments
is fraught with grave consequences,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.
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The bureaucracy and communal riots
NO saying was commoner dunng the Great War than that it was
intended to make the world safe for democracy. It may similady
be said that the one clear purpose which the disturbances like
those that took place in Delhi in connection with the recent Id cel-
ebration are likely to serveis to make Indiasafe for the bureau cra-
cy. It is not necessary for our present purposes to enquire whether
the bureaucracy itself wants India to be made safe for it in this
sense, There 15 no doubt that there are some among the bureau-
crats who resent any suchimputation, who honestly believe that
whatever may have been the case in the past, at present, at any
rate, there is no disposition on the part of the average bureaucrat
to divide the people in order to rule them. to foment or encourapge
racial differences 1n order to more effectively deal with the war-
ring elements. What is absolutely certain, however, is that the
strengthenin g and consolidation of the power of the bureaucracy
5 not only the immediate and direct but the one sure conse-
quence of every outbreak of communal fanaticism or racal
hatred. Take the case of Delhi. Who thought of the Congress, the
Ehilafat and other popular crganisations, m and through which
the desire for Swaraj usually manifests tself, during the fateful
days when noting of a major or minor deseription was the order
of the day at D hi, except in thesense that everybody it that this
rioting connoted the utter faihire of those organisations? Who,
ndeed thought of anyone or anything else except the bureaucra-
cvand its resources which, apart from the mobs and their victims,
were the only thing one saw during the prevalence of the trouble?

"OPINION-
ICJ, Knesset and the rules-based order

The illegality of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories is no longer in doubt

NAVDEEP SURI
EX-AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT AND UAE

WO significant
developments within
the space of less than
24 hours  have
brought much-need-
ed clarity on the vexed issue of
[srael's ongning occupation of
Palestinian temritories.

In response to a request from
the UN General Assembly for an
advisory opinion on the subject,
the 15-udge Bench of the Inter
national Court of Justice (ICI) in
The Hapue began deliberations
in January 2023. As many as 57
countries submitted their opin-
1ons on the case, which is distinet
from the one on South Africa’s
submission that Israd is commit-
ting genocide in the Gaza Strip.

Treating the West Bank, East
Jerusalem and theGaza Stripasa
contipuous temritory, the court
provided astunning, unequivocal
opinkon on Frday (July 1%, It
ruled that Israel's presence in the
Cecupled Palestinian Temritories
15 llegal; that Tsmel must end its
unlawful presence as rapidly as
possible; that itmust ceaseimme-
diately all new settlement activi-
ties and evacuate all settlers; that
Israel has the obligation to make
reparations for the damage
caused by the occupation; and
that all statesnations, the UN and
international orFanisations have
an obligation to recognise the
occupation as illegal,

Israel, led by President Isaac
Herzog and Prime Mimster Ben-
jamin Netanvahu., has pre-
dictably lashed out at the judpg-
ment, but its usual efforts to
describe any criticism as anti-
Semitism would stand on tenu-
ous ground. Key elements ofthe
opinion were passed by a major-
ity of 14 to 1. Uganda's Judge
Julia Sebutinde was the solitary
volce in opposition, while the
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VOCIFEROUS: srael, led by PM Benjamin Metanyahu, has predictably lashed out atthe ICJ judgment. &#n

majority  opmion  included
judges from the US, Japan, Ger-
many, Brazil, Australia, China,
Mesaoo, South Afriea and Justice
Dabveer Bhandari from India.

In a perverse way, the resolution
passed by the Knesset just a day
earlier{July 18) also brings anend
to the ambipuity and obfuscation
that have characterised Israel's
position on the Occupied Termto-
nes since the Soe-Day War in June
1967, Sodyv-eight members sup-
ported the resolution opposing
theestablishmentof a Palestinian
state anddescnbing it as “anexas-
tential threat to the State of Israel
and its eitizens”, while only the
nine Armb members of Knesset
opposed it. Others, including
centre-left groups and Labour
chose to sit out rather than stand
up and be counted 1n opposition
to the resolution.

The tenor of the Enessetresolu-
tion, at one level reflects the
marked hardening of publicopin-
ion in Ismel following the brutal
massacre by the Hamas on Octo-
ber 7, 2023, that left some 1,100
Ismelis dead. But it also comes at
a time when Israel’s horrific war
on Gaza has left close to 40,000
Palestinians dead and some
80,000 wounded. In the context of
the ICJT ruling, it poses a serious
challenge to the mtemational
community and especially to the
US and others which mmvoke

Areality checkis
round the corner
when Netanyahu
will addressa joint
session of the US
Congresson July 27.

international law and a rules-
based omder at the drop of a hat.
The obfuscation about the
Oceupied Temitories began in
1967 itself, when British diplo-
mats started drafting UN Securi-
ty Council Resolution 242 that
was  eventually adopted in
November that vear. It called for
the “withdrawal of Israeli armed
forces from territories occupied
in the recent conflict”, Or was it
the territories? Didn't it mean
all of the occupied territories,
barring minor reciprocal adjust-
ments to cater to considerations
of demographics and terntonal
contiguity? English and French
were the only two working lan-
guages of the Security Council
and the French version was
unambipuous.  “Retrait des
forces armees israeliennes des
territoires occupes lors du récent
conflit.” it said m its reference to

“the occupied territories”,

There was no ambiguity in the
rmind of the Indian representative
at the UNSC, who said that the
UNSCR 242 would commit Israel
o “total withdrawal of Tsrad forces
from all the territones — I repeat,
all the terntories — oocupied by
Israel as a result of the conflict
which began on June 5, 1967".

The Oslo Accords of 1993 and
1995, signed between Yasser
Arafat and then Israehi PM
Yitzhak Rabin, led to the estab-
lishment of the Palestine Author-
iy, initially with limited selfnile
over the West Bank and Gaza and
the promise of a transition to full
statehood within a five-vear pert-
od. Oslo IT drvided the West Bank
into three zones: Zone A (18 per
cent of the area) under full Pales-
tinian avil and security contml;
Zone B (22 per cent)under Pales-
tinian civil control and joint secu-
rty control; and Zone C {60 per
cent) under full wvilian and secu-
nty control of Ismel

The Palestine Authonty took
charge in Ramallah and for a
while, there was real hope, But
Rahin was assassinated by Jew-
1sh extremuist Yigal Amir in
November 1995, ironically at a
rally in Tel Aviv in support of the
Oslo Accords. Things started
going downhill quite rapidly
after that, leading to the Second
Intifada in September 2000 and

anescalating wave of mutual vio-
lence mnduding several suicide
attacks by Palestinians. The
Madrid Pmocess, the Middle East
GQuartet {the US, EU, Russia and
the TUN) and the Saudi-led Amab
Peace Initmative tried to revive
the peace process on the prina-
ple ofland for peace, but without
suecess. Meanwhile, the steady
rise of the ultra-nght and ultra-
orthodox parties in Israel com-
bined with its overwhelming mil-
tary superiority to underscore a
narrative that Ismel has a Bibli-
cal elaim on all of the land from
the Jordan River to the Mediter-
ranean Sea. And as for peace, it
can flow from the bamrel of a pun.

Asaresult, povernment policies
and incentives have allowed ille-
gal Jewish settlernents to expand
at an ever-faster rate, leaving the
presumed State of Palestine asa
pockmarked landscape of 192
non-contipuous towns and vl
lages in the West Bank and a
Gaza Strip that is in ruins. A
viable state has been rendered
virtually impossible by the plain
fact of 144 Jewish settlements
spread over the West Bank and
East Jerusalem and the presence
of some TOO 000 settlers, many of
them armed and protected by the
government of Tsrael.

For the optimists among usand
perhaps for the 145 countries that
have recognised the state of Pales-
tine, the ICT ruling will come asa
breath of fresh air, possibly ipnit-
ing hope that justice may finally
bewithin reach. The ruling is non-
binding, but some Eumpean
nations will undoubtedly pay
heed to it and may even impose
sanctions  against designated
[smeh indnaduals and entities, It
may also provide a basis for
stromper UN resolutions.

The illegality of theoccupation is
no longer in doubt. But a reality
check is round the comer when
Netanvahu will address a joint ses-
sion ofthe US Congress onJuly 27.
And if the Trump-Vance duo ends
up in the White House, don't be
surprised if the intemperate view
of the Enesset prevails over the
niling of the judges at the ICI
That might just be the fithng
reqquiern of the nules-based order.

H'T FORTHE DAY

True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice. — MartinLuther King,Jr

Friendswhorose
to the occasion

SYED NOORUZZAMAN

pening that left a lasting imprint on my pgyche. It was

not a Bollywood -style romantic scene that we remems-
ber for a long time after having enjoved a great film. It was an
awe-inspiring incident n the early 1980s that revealed what
kind of fnends we all should aspire to have.

One Sunday morning, when I visited a friend's house
in Chandigarh, I was told that he was busy taking care of
his atling friend from Shimla who was in the City Beauti-
ful for treatment at the PGIL

He was suffering from an ailment which could not
be diagnosed in Shimla, where he was posted as a gov-
ernment employee. He had come to Chandigarh with
the hope of getting cured and regaining his health.
However, the patient’s condition continued to deteri-
orate with every passing day. Unfortunately, doctors
at the PGI, too, failed to diagnose his ailment despite
a series of tests, He foupght for his life for around 15
davs, only to lose the battle at the end.

It was raining cats and dogs the day the patient
breathed his last. His wife wanted his body to be brought
to his friend’'s house in Chandigarh, where she was stay-
ing, but without a post-mortem examination. It was not
an easy task, but the friends of the deceased succeeded in
somehow fulfilling her wish.

Nobody in our friends' cirele those days had a car,
except for one who lived in Mohali. He was the only one
we knew who had a landline phone too. He used all the
resources he had to ensure that the funeral was conduct-
ed the way the widowed woman wanted.

The torrential rain was refusing to stop, making our
task very challenging. The unending rain that day
forced us all to remain confined to our common friend's
house for hours together. Evervbody was weeping copi-
ously over the loss of a dear friend. I had never seen
gsuch a scene in my life — friends shedding tears for the
departed as if he were a family member.

One person who had somehow kept his tears under con-
trol was our friend from Mohali who owned a car. Instead
of wasting time, he got busy making arrangements for a
proper burial. The others present got the message that
they, too, should focus on ensuring a decent funeral.

The widow was flabbergasted by what she saw after
her husband's death. She could not believe her eves
when she observed his friends behaving like brothers.
It 15 not for nothing that celebrated Hindi poet Han-
vansh Rai Bachchan tells us through his poem on
friends, ‘Main yaadon ka qisse kholoon to kuchh dost
bahut yaod aatay hain...’

I Y VERY vear, the arrivalof the rains remind s me of a hap-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Don't go gaga over Usha, Kamala
With reference to ‘The complicated dias-
pora story' (The Great Game); the author
has rightly noted that our admiration for
Usha Vance and Kamala Harris is tainted.
There is no need to celebrate the success
of those of us who settle down in the West.
There is no reason for us to go gaga over
Kamala's or Usha's rise to prominence in
American politics. First and foremost, they
are American citizens, That's where their
loyalty lies — to their fellow Americans.
What can we expect from Usha as the
potential future Second Lady of the US7
Nothing, Whether it 15 Kamala or Usha,
they are not going to reshape the US for-
eign policy to benefit New Delhai.

RAMESH GUPTA, MARWAMA

Admiration for Usha misplaced

Apropos of 'The complicated diaspora
gtory'; the subject is multifaceted. Admi-
ration for Indian-origin citizens settled
inthe West, like Usha Vance, is often mis-
placed. Our fascination with them often
overlooks their distinet backpgrounds and
politics. Be it Kamala Harris or former
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, we Indi-
ans often blindly embrace them as ‘our
own'. This reflects our deep-seated inse-
curity. We must celebrate their achieve-
ments, But we should also understand
that they are global citizens who are not
bound by their Indian identity.

GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Engagement with Indian diaspora
Refer to 'The complicated diaspora sto-
ry ; the article aptly highlights the para-
dox inherent in our perception of the sue-
cess of the Indian diaspora in the West.
While we celebrate the achievements of
Indian-Americans like Usha Vance and
Kamala Harris, at the same time, we har-
bour a sense of bias towards foreigners.
That 15 a sign of our insecurity about
where India stands in the world. The
writer has rightly brought home the
point that our engagement with the dias-
pora should progress so that the underly-
Ing issues can be addressed.

AMARJEET MANN, UMA

Can't whitewash one’'s identity
Indian-Amencans are called ‘coconuts’ —
Brown on the outside, White on the inside — in
the lingn of the Chandigarh street for a reason.
Asthey live half a wordd apart, they try toadapt
to the Westernlifestyvle, As thevears mll on, they
stop identifying themsebres with ther mother-
land altogether. The fact of the matter 1s that it
15 common for Brown people across the globe to
try and emulate the White-dominated Western
culture. They are even willing to Inse their real
identity in the nush toape others. Butthey must
remember that no matter how hard they try,
they can never be White on the outside.

G5 ANAND, PANCHELULA

Jammu likely to remain on boil
The recent slaying of Indian soldiers in
Doda during an exchange of fire with mili-
tants is tragic. Unfortunately, the situation
15 likely to remain tense since no concerted
efforts have been made vetto stem the rot of
insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir. Thanks
to unilateral, political and partisan steps,
the flames of nsurgency have nowengulfed
Jammu too. The dangerous consequences
of the abrogation of Article 370 are now
unfolding in the region. Besides, enhanang
the powers of the J&K Lieutenant Governor
18 not the solution. Unfortunately, PM
Narendra Modi does not seem forused on
the rising terror attacks in Jammu or the
plight of people in strife-torn Manipur.

PK SHARMA, BY MAIL

Assam shows the way
The decline of 81 per cent in child mamriages in
Aszam 15 commendable. The biannual orack-
down and targeted measures have shown prom-
izing results. These steps are alipned with the
state's goal to eradicate the social evil by 2026.
However, the move to repeal the Muslim Mar-
riage and Divorce Begistration Act, 1935, isa mat-
ter of concem. Many members of the minority
community follow the personal laws prescribed
by the 1937 Shariat Act. While the intent to pio-
tect minor gl s s welcome, the moverisks aben-
atmg one comnunity, Ch Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma should focus on educational programmes to
ensure lasting change. Balancing refonms with
respect for religious customs is crucial,
AMAMNIOT KAUR, MOHALI

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tibunemall.com
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ARGIL Vijay

Diwas will be cel-

ebrmated on

July 26 to honour

memory of

the 527 bravehearts who lost

their ives in Opermation Vijay.

And this vear is speaal, since

1t marks the 25th anmversary

of that brief but bloody war.

An audacous and stealthy

operation by the Pakistan

ammy that was concerved by

then army chief Gen Perves

Mushamaf was foilled and the

intruders pushed back —but

at a heavy cost. On July 26,

1999, the Kargil War came to
a formal end.

An emotive national recall
is on the cards, and it is
appropriate that familieswho
lost their loved ones and sol-
diers grievously mjured are
acknowledged and comfort-
ed m an empathetic and
appropriate manner It is an
unfortunate tenet of history
since time immemaorial that
those who pay the heaviest
price on the battlefield are
soon forgotten. But deeply
embedded and glossed-over
institutional omissions of
that war merit scrutiny.

This author dwelt on some

aspects of the Kargl War last
fortnight (July 8), but certain
developments compel thas
revisit, Gen NC Vij (retd), who
was the DGMO (Drector Gen-
eral, Military Operations) dur-
g that warand later served as
the Army Chief, has made sig-
nificant observations i his
soon-to-be-released book,
Alome in the Ring, about the
Eargil intelligence fiasen, How-
ever, itisreporied that the book
is now “on hold’, awaiting gov-
ernment clearance, and this is
a poor reflection on how the
narratrve and history of the war
isbeing shaped. Anctherdevel-
cpment pertains to allegations
e by a former Major about
command failure,

In excerpts published in
the media, Gen Vi) notes that
the Pakistan ammy had the
element of surprise in the
early stages and that India
was caught unawares due to
an ntelligence failure. He
adds: “Not only was the intru-
sion detected late, but also
our intellipence apencies
were unable to assess if the
intrusion was by militants or
the Pakistan army” This
observation 1s not a new rev-
elation; much the same had
been said in the preliminary

meviews and assessment of

the Kargil intrusion.
However, it draws attention
to an abiding and tenacious
structural  madequacy in
India's higher defence man-
agement — that of mtelli-
pence- gathering and effective
assessment. This entails a con-
tinuous, multi-lavered activity
of seeking and collating dis-

OPED
From Kargil to Jammu, a saga of
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parate mformation mpuats,
analysing them and then dis-
tilling that which is relevant
into  actionable operabional
mputs dunng a war or similar
challenges to national security
and integnty:

India’s track record in this
domain has been below par,
From the October 1962 border
war with China to Karpgil
{1999). Mumbai terror attacks
{2008). Galwan clash {(2020)
and. most recently, the terror
attacks in the Jammu region,
gystermic intellipence failures
are a recurring feature, Exter-
nal intel inputs are provided
by Ré&AW (Research and
Analysis Wing), and the domi-
nant Kargil narrative 15 that
actionable inputs were not
provided to the Indian muili-
tary ina timely manner

In the Karpl case, Gen Vi
writes:
B&AW was categoncally that

“The assessment of

successive
covernments have
chosen not to initiate
much-needed
intelligence reforms.

there was no possibility of a
war with Pakistan in the cur
rent year. This maccurate
assessment resulted mo oa
strategic fallure”

As is the case in any post-
event review, there 15 a differ
ent appreciation of the Kargil
fiasco by other actors and the
intellipence community has
argued over the vears that
speafic intel inputs were pro-
vided to the Army well i
advance and that it was the
mability of the faw to
acknowledge and assess the
inputs that led to the setback.

An alternative narrative that
challenpes the  current
recenved wisdom (the Gen Vi
version) was highhghted inoan
unhappy development. Inear-
by July, a junior Army officer
on active duty in Kargil served
alegal noticeonGen VP Malik
(retd). who was the Ammy
Chief dunng the war Major

Intel lapses

Manish Bhatnagar, Company
Commander (5 Pam) during
the war, was court-martialled
and dismissed from service in
2001. While he was deemed to
be guilty of “acts prejudical to
good order and military disc-
pline”, the more serious
charge was that he did not
obey omders to ecarry out an
attack. This charge, however,
could not be proved during
the court martial, but he was
gtill dismissed from servace by
afing another transgression.

The mmediate tripgrer for
the lepal notice apainst Gen
Mahk was a statement piven
on TV, where the former Chief
asserted that a lack of intelli-
pence mmputs and surveil-
lance gaps led to the Kargil
intrusions. Bhatnagar chal-
lenged this assertion by
daiming that he had reported
the Pakistani mtrusions well
before they were discovered
in May 1999 and added that
his warnings had been
gnored by his supenors in
the chain of command.

This 15 a jarring intnision in
therun-upto the 25th anniver-
sary of Kargil Vijay Diwas but
it draws attention to the insti-
tutional inadequacy in the
Army's intel domain. First-
person accounts by those who
had served in Kargil at that
time support the Bhatmagar
oontention that the Army at
the brigade level had received
these inputs of intrusions, but
the enommity of the occuipa-
tion of the peaks inthe Indian
territory, the identity of the
intruders (Pakistan army sol-
diers) and the firepower they

had amassed were a hupe sur-
prise when it was revealed.

Twenty-five yvears after the
war, the ntellipence reforms
that had been mooted by the
Eargil Review Committee
remain dormant. It is mstrue-
tive that successive povem-
ments — led by Vajpayee,
Manmohan Singh and Modi
— have chosen not to touch
this matter and initiate the
much-needed reforms.

In a pithy comment, BB
Nandy, adoven ofthe Indian
intel community, warned in
2004 that an overhaul of the
Intelligence  Leviathan'
would be arduous and that
the default position of suce-
cessive governments was to
perpetuate “a tradition of
bungling”. His lament —
who will bell the cat? — still
falls on deaf ears.

Hopefully, the book by
Gen Vi will be in the public
domain soon and other
inputs regarding glossed-
over omissions of the Karpil
War will encourage the Modi
government to embark on
the much-needed intelli
gence domain reforms and
deliberate on the matter in
Parliament. Concurrently,
the Army ought to carry out
its own internal review in
the light of recent disclo-
sures and accept the onus
for command lapses, ifthese

are established .
There should not be a
repeat of Kargil in any form,

wherein the supreme sacri-
fice of voung officers and sol-
diers redeemed the faillures
of their superiors,

Holistic outlook a must for successtul energy transition

K RAMANATHAN
DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, TERI

NERGY transition

has become abuzz-

word among ener-

By planners

around the world.
And rightly so0, as the alarm
bells are rinpging loud and
clear about the urgent need
to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from ener-
gy-related activities. Some
recent reports contain ample
evidence of how GHG emis-
sions emanating from burn-
ing fossil fuels are leading to
devastating chmate chanpe
impacts. These include
record-breaking heatwaves,
extrerne  minfall  events,
droughts, an accelemted rise
of the sea level, orean warm-
ing and a dramatic dechne in
e sheets. Therefore, com-
bating these adverse effects
is now a priority for govern-
ments worldwide,

India is committed to
achieving net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070, This is a
challenging task. though
the country's current annu-
al per capita emissions are
only one-third of the global
average. This 15 because
energy consumption 15
increasing at a rapid pace,

triggered by economic
growth and the povern-
ment's commitment to

meeting the aspirations of

the public. This can lead to
a rise iIn GHG emissions.
Energy usage varies across
different sectors. Various
organisations hawve been
working towards sector-
specific road maps. Are we
following a holistic
approach in these studies?
And how well are the differ-
ent sector blueprints coor-
dinated? An introspection
of the approach we are fol-
lowing would be desirable
at this juncture.

Let us taketheexample of

the power sector, which is
the highest emitter of car-
bon dioxide. A key compo-
nent of the country’s strat-
egy for achieving net-zero
emissions has been the use
of renewable energy (HE) in
all productive activities
while cutting down on the
use of fossil fuels. The road
maps have also tried to
work out the type and quan-
tum of energy storage sys-
tems like batteries and
pumped storage hydropow-
er plants required to man-
age the wvariability and
mtermittency of RE
sources like the sun and
wind. Oflate, the road maps
have been looking at the
use of green hydrogen
derived from renewable
S0UTCes. Expanding
nuclear power generation
utikising the country's rich
thorium reserves is vet

CONSUMPTION: The majority of the energy use occursinindustrial heating and cooling processes. istock

another supply-side option
being considered as a
source, which can provide
reliable baseload power

and help the integration of

RE into the grid. It is, how-
ever, noted that the main
objective of most studies
has been to maxmise the
use of RE while achieving a
demarnd-supply balance at
a minimal cost.

It is necessary to lay
greater emphasis on
demand-side factors in the
ongoing studies, particular-
Iy when considering longer
time frames, such as 2060
and 2070. These factors play
a erudal role in the energy
transition. As we are aware,

[ndia plans to achieve
net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070.
This is challenging,
though its current
annual per capita
emissions are only
one-third of the
global average.

grid-level demand growth
and patterns are dynamic,

particularly inthe context of

aggressive demand-side
management measures, the
growth of distributed ener-
gy resources, electric vehi-
cle usage 1n GIV and VZG
modes, fuel substitution in
end-use sectors, and other
mitiatives that impact ener-
Ey consumption and green-
house  pas EMISSI0Ns.
Exploating  demand-side
flexibility through tariff-
linked regulatory measures
and demand response pro-
grammes would also need to
be evaluated as options for
minimising the transition
costs. A scenario-based

approach considering differ-
ent feasible demand-side
options could be a solution
in this regard.

Furthermaore, the require-
ment for grid infrastructure
1sa critical aspect that could
gsignificantly influence
energy transition action
plans. It would impact both
the overall system cost and
supply reliability, necessi
tating a detailed power svs-
tem stability analysis, A
pragmatic study is also
required on the constraints
of Right of Way issues in
building the infrastructure,
as this could impact the
transition target dates.

Yet another key objective
of any action plan would be
to lonk at how the transition
would influence the lives of
the people. It 15 widely
recognised that a people-
centric approach 1s crucial
for the smooth implementa-
tion of net-zero pathways.
Therefore, road maps for
net-zero emissions should
gtrive to incorporate find-
ings from ongoing studies
on ‘just transition’.

‘Net zern' means balanc-
mg the amount of green-
house pases released with
the same amount stored or
offset so that the tempera-
ture has no effect at all. This
underscores the need to con-
gider carbon capture and
storage technologies, plant-
mg trees, restoring forests,
and other biological options
that can absorb the carbon
dioxide released into the

atmosphere as part of the
overall strategy to control
temperature changes.

It is also debatable
whether we are taking a nar-
row view by forusing prima-
rilv on the power sector,
while the majority of energy
use occurs in  industnal
heating and cooling
processes, According to the
International Renewable
Energy Agency, “heating
and cooling consume
approximately half of the
world's final energy, mak-
ing it the largest energy
end-use sector, surpassing
both electricity (20 per cent)
and transport (30 per cent).
This sector is also responsi
ble for over 40 per cent of
global energy-related car-
bon dioxide emissions”
Net-zero reports must adopt
a holistic approach, consid-
ering the decarbonisation
opportunities within the
heating and cooling
demands of each sector.

Asuccessful energytransi-
tion necessitates a compre-
hensive approach encom-
passing supply-side
MEeASUres, demand-side
management, grid moderni-
sation, energy security and a
just transition for the affect-
ed communities. The transi-
tion must extend bevond
the power sector to include
decarbonisation of the heat-
ing, cmoling and transporta-
tion sectors. There is an
urgent need to develop a
framework for such inte-
grated studies.
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State govt initiates proposal
to make Dehra a police dist

CM likely to dedicate an SP office to town on Independence Day

LanrT MoHAN

DHARAMSALA, JULY 21

The state government has
formally started the process
of bringing up Dehra police
district in Kangra. A pro-
posal in this regard has
been sent from the 3P
office Kangra to the police
headquarters. Sources said
that as per the proposal,
Dehra police distriet would
have boundaries across
three Assembly constituen-
cies of Dehra, Jwalamukhi
and Jaswan Pragpur.

The sources said that the
Chief Minister may dedi-
cate SP office to Dehra at
the state level Indepen-
dence Day function to be
organised in the subdivi-
sion on August 15

The government in its
Cabinet meeting held on
June 183 had decided to
bring up police district in
Dehra. However, the deci-
s1on was not notified due to
model code of conduct
enforced in Dehra subdivi-
sion of Kangra due to the

DECISION NOT NOTIFIED DUE TO POLL CODE

® The government in Cabinet meeting held on June 18 had
decided to bring up police district in Dehra.

B However, the decision was not notified due to model
code of conduct enforced In subdivision of Kangra due

to Dehra byelections.

B Once the Dehra police district is formed, Kangra would

hawe the third police district.

B Move is likely to attract criticism from political opponents.
The Cangress government had clesed down 900 institu-
tions opened bythe BIP government citing financial crisis.

bvelections. The Chief
Minister, during his elec-
tion campaign, had
announced that Dehra
would have an SP office
and an SE PWD office.

Once the Dehra police
distriet is formed, Kangra
would have the third police
district. The previous BJP
government had formed
police district in Nurpur
area. The Nurpur police
district has jurisdiction
over Nurpur, Indora, Jawali
and Fatehpur Assembly
constituencies,

The Kangra SP office,
which at one time was the

biggest police district of the
gstate having jurisdiction
over 15 Assembly con-
stituencies, would now
have jurisdiction of just
eight Assembly constituen-
cies. The Dehra police dis-
triet would now be the 15th
pohce district of the state.
The move of the state gov-
ernment to create a new
police district in Dehra is
likely to attract eriticism
from political opponents.
The present Congress gov-
ernment, after coming to
power, had closed down 900
institutions, inchiding SDM
offices, a hospital and police

stations opened by the pre-
vious BJP government
across the state. The Con-
gress povernment had
alleged that opening up of
the institutions was a waste
of funds at a time when the
gtate was facing financial
crisis. The BJP carried out
agitations across the state
to protest against the clo-
sure of institutions.

Now opening up of third
police distriet in Kangra,
even when the erime rate in
Dehra areais low, is likely to
invite criticism.

Many political observers
are viewing a giving Dehra
police district a move to
provide district status to
the region. However, in
case district status is piven
to Dehra, demands for dis-
trict status to other regions
of Kangra 15 likely to
emerge. In Kangra district,
the residents of Palampur
are already demanding a
district status.

There is demand for carv-
ing out smaller districts in
Mandi also.

Kasol, Manikaran to get infraboost

DI PENDE.R ['h'I.ANTA

MANDI, JULY 21

Famous  tourist  spols  of
Manikaranand Kasd in the pic-
turesque Kullu district are grap-
plingwith severe infrastructure
shortcomings that pose chal-
lenging conditions to vasitors
and locals alike. The lack of
essential faclities such as sew-
erage system, public talets and
adequate parking spaces has
becomea pressing issue, partice-
ulardy during the touri 4 season.

Chet Ram of Manikaran
gram panchayat and Tehal
singh of Kasol panchayat have
stressed the oritical need for
immediate imtervention by the
administrative authorities and
the credtion of cruca infra
gtucture,  “The infhux  of
tounsts multiplies these prob-
lems manifold,” says Chet
Ram. urging the state govem-
ment to priontise infrastructhire
development in these areas,

In response to mounting
concems, Chief Parhamentary
secretary Sunder Singhstated
thathe recenfly hedld a meeting
with local authonties, He sad
efforts were already underway
with the Spedal Area Develop-
ment Authority (SADA) allo-
cating Rs 67.76 lakh towards
essential development proj-
ects, “This funding will facili-
tate the construction of public

Aview of Manikaanin Kullu. PHoTe sikusaag

¥67.76 LAKH ALLOCATED FOR DEVELOPMENT

B T57.76 lakh has already been allocated for development
projects. This funding will facilitate the construction of
much-neasded public toilets and impraving infrastructure.

B Tenders will be invited soon for doorto-door garbage col-
lection services. Security measures are alsoset to be
bolstered with the installation of CCTV cameras in Kasol.

tollets and improvemnment of

infrastructure like water and
electriaty supply” he said.

To sohve traffic conpestion
problem, plans like introduc
tion of a towing service to
ensure orderly vehide park-
g at desipnated zones would
be introduced n Manikaran
and Kasol. Proposals ike inte-

grating administratove offices
and a parking facility, optinis-
mg space utihisation and gen-
erating revenue through effi-
cient management would be
considered, he stated.
“Initiatives are being taken
to enhance cleanhness stan-
dards. Tenders will be invited
for door-to-door garbage col-

lection. The administration 1s
already working on this plan.
A structured fee system has
been outlined to encourage
responstble waste manage-
mentpractices,” hesaid. Secu-
nty measures are also set tobe
bolstered with the installation
of CCTV survalllance in Kasol.
This CCTV cameras will also
monitor  traffic movemnents
and ensure public safisty.
“These measures signify a
concerted effort to transform
Manikaran and Kasol into
wel-equipped  destinations
catenng seamlesshy to tourists
while promoting sustainable

Heavy taxes, lack of mcentlves hit tounsm sector hard

T

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, JULY 21
High taxes in the transport
gector have hit tourism in
the state hard. The taxes on
commercial tourist vehicles
entering Himachal Pradesh
are the highest in the north-
ern region. A private Volvo
contract carriage bus enter-
ing the state has to pay an
additional entrance tax of
about Rs 1,400 per day.

The tax was Rs 5,000 per
day afew months agodue to
which the tour operators of
Gujarat had bovcotted the
state and diverted tourists
to the adjoining states of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Uttarakhand.

The Himachal Govern-
ment was levyving a tax
ranging from Hs 500 to Rs
1400 per day on tourist
vehicles entering the state
depending on their seating
capacity. Jammu & Kash-
mir and Tttarakhand do not
levy any such tax on tourist
vehicles having an all-India
tourist permit.

Himachal is the only state
in the northern region that
15 charging entrance tax on
vehicles registered in other
states, Earlier, Jammu &
Kashmir used to charpe
such atax but it abandoned
the practice after the state
became a UT

TOURISM DOWN BY 25%

6 The move of the private tourist operators of
Gujarat to boycott Himachal has brought down
tourism in the state by about 25%. Now, even
during the peak summer season, there was a shamp
dipin the number of tounsts coming to the state.

Ashwani Bamba, mESENT, HOTEL & FESTAURANT ASSOCMATION, KANGRADETRCT

A leading private bus
operator from the region
said that Jammu & Kash-
mir and Uttarakhand were
providing incentives to pri-

vate tourist operators from
across the country to bring
in tourists, The J&K Gov-
ernment held a meeting
with private tourist trans-

.l'-"L"..'I-E:'ﬁ' -thhe M{:LE{:dganJ marl-ie’r. in Dharan'ﬂala FILEPHOTO

porters every vear and free
boarding, lodging and hos-
pitality were provided to
them while the Himachal
Government charged an
entry tax from vehicles hav-
ing an all-India tourist per-
mit (ATTP).

The entry tax was being
mposed on AITP vehicles
though the Himachal Gov-
ernment was a signatory to
the Central accord sayving
that no additional tax could
be charged from AITTP buses.

Ashwani Bamba, presi-
dent of the Hotel and
Restaurant Assodation of
Kangradistrict, said that the
move of the private tourist
operators of Gujarat to boy-
cott Himachal had brought
down tourism in the state by
about 25 per cent. Now, even
during the peak summer
season, there was a sharp
dip inthe number oftourists
coming to the state.

He said that brawls
between the taxi operators
of Himachal and Punjab
was one of the reasons for
the reduced tourist footfall
After brawls, the taxi unions
of Punjab had issued an
advisory cautioning their
counterparts to stay away
from Himachal. I hope the
recent meeting of the taa
operators of Punjab and
Himachal with Deputy
Chief DMinister DMukesh
Apnihotri helped sort out
the issue.” he added.

Bamba said that there was
an urgent need for the gov-
ernment to promote
Himachal as a tourist desti-
nation as other states were
doing. Besides, the state
also has to be competitive in
terms of taxes being
mposed on the industry
Agnihotri was not available
for comments over the
sue despite repeated
phone calls,

Dumping of waste a threat to
Shrikhand Mahadev's ecology

DiPENDER MANTA

THIHU XE "'hEI.'|1 SH HVIECH

MANDI, JULY 21
In the serene valleys of Kullu
distriet where magestic Shrik-
hand Mahadewv shrine stands
as a beacon of spiritual devo-
tion, a disturbing trend has
emerged that threatens the
pnstine environment of the
region. Devotees undertaking
the arduous 353-km trek to pay
obeisance to the T2-foot Shiv-
Iingamat Shrikhand Mahadev

are leaving behind plenty of

trash along the moute, posing a
significant ecological threat,
Yearly, hundreds of pilgnms
embark on this challenging
pilgrmage from Jaon onwands
through the breathtakang for-
est landscapes. However, In
utter disregard to the ecology
of the area, the devotees often
leave behind heaps of garbage
amidst  the pgreenery as
revealed in avideo captured by
Panchayati Ray team led by

Pankaj Parmar, charman of

Zila Panshad, Kullu.

The footage vividly shows
the extent of the littering with
plastic waste and other debris
spoiling the picturesque Lind-
scape. Such negled not only

defaces the natural beauty of

theareabutalsojeopardises its
delicate ecology. Concerned

Cleanliness drive being run by panchayat committee near the
Srikhand Mahadev pilgimage in Kullu District. TRisuse PHoTo

over the situation, environ-
mentahsts and nature enthusi-
asts have emphasised the

urgency o curb this practice,

besides taking steps to hold
offenders accountable.

“Tt is impermative to halt this
rresponsible behaviour and

penalise those responsible”
demanded Krishan Sandhu, a
nature lover in Kullu, He stat-
ed there was the need for strict
monitoring of visitors to deter
such nefarious practices and
safepuard the frapile ecosys-
tern of Shrikhand Mahadev:

More area for green belts in Shimla

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 21
To enhance greenery and
promote environmental con-
servation, the state govern-
ment has added additional
areas to the preen belts of
Retreat, DMashobra Band.
Tukda Andri, Shiv Mandir
Amdri, Tal and Giri, DPF
Ehalini, BCS Mist Chamber,
and Parimahal. “The deci-
gion to this effect was taken
in the last Cabinet,” saxd a
government spokesperson.,
These eight areas were
notified as green belts in
January earlier this wyear,
taking the total number of
green belts to 25 in the
Shimla Planning area.
“This imitiative aims to pre-
serve Shimla's natiural her-
itage, ensuring a greener
and healthier future for
upcoming generations. We
must maintain a balance
between environmental cone-
servation and development.
The state povernment is
committed to curbing hap-
hazard construction n
sShimla to preserve its aes-
thetic appeal, making it a

PRESERVING NATURAL HERITAGE

6 This initiative aims to preserve
Shimla's natural heritage, ensuring a |
greener and healthier future for
upcoming generations. We must
maintain a balance between
environment conservation and

development. Thestate govemment is committed to
curhing haphazard construction in Shimla.
— Sukhwinder Singh Sukhw, cHiE TR

favourite destination for
tourists,” said Chief Minister
sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

Arcording to the Shimla
Development Plan 2041,
residential construction
within the Green Belt Area
15 strictly regulated. Con-
struction will only be per-
mitted on plots dewvoid of
trees. Any plot containing
trees, whether green or dry,
will be designated as a
green plot, prohibiting any
construction activities,

The areas currently desig-
nated as Green Belts
include forests bounded by
the bypass and cart road,
MNabha forest. Phagh and

Lalpani forests, Bemloe for-
est, Himland forest, Khalini
and Chhota Shimla forest
areas and several others
detailed in the plan, The
Freen areas in Shimla are
the city's lungs, erucial for
maintaining environmental

balance and enhancing
quality of life.
Besides, these pgreen

spaces enhance the city's
aesthetic appeal, offering
residents and tourist places
for recreation and relax-
ation. The increased forest
cover 15 expected to miti-
gate soil erosion and bol-
ster the state's environ-
mental resflience.

"To see Tanujawear Indias jersey a special feeling

SUBHASH Rajra
SHIMLA, JULY 21
Yet another girl from the
state has made it to the Indi-
an national women cricket
team. Tanuja Kanwar, who
hails from a small village
called Euthar in Theog
tehsil of Shimla district,
made her India debut in the
T20 International apgainst
the UAE today in the ongo-
ing Asia Cup in Sri Lanka.
For her family back home,
the moment marked the
culmination of a long wait,
hard work and sacrifice.
“We are extremely happy
and proud of her We all
have been waiting for this
moment since long. Tanuja
has been working nonstop
to wear the Indian jersey, to
see her playing forIndiais a
special feeling,” said Pratap
singh Kanwar, her father.
Coming from a small vil-
lage where the girls normal-
ly play pames hike volley-
ball, kabaddi and kho-kho,
it must have been tough for
Tanuja to choose cricket
and excel in it

Shimla girl makes T20 debut ﬂgﬂinst UAE in Sri Lanka

Cricketer Tanuja Kanwar with her parents and brother. TRisune PHoTO

“She started off playing
with the kids in the neigh-
bourhood with a ball made
of cloth. She would play
with her cousins and we
would also often join them.”
za1d Kanwar a farmer.

Tanuja's interest in the

game kept growing with
time, and her family decid-
ed to send her to women's
cricket academy Dharam-
sala. “She played bad-
minton and vollevball, too,
but her interest in cricket
wias much more. Seeing her

interest, the family took her
to the academy, where she
improved by leaps and
bounds,” said Shallo Kan-
war, her elder sister.

At the academy, she devel-
oped into a handy all-round-
eras a left-arm spinner and

middle order batter Rising
through the ranks, she repre-
sented the state in u-19 level
and then made it to the sen-
1or side ofthe state, She shift-
ed to Railways a couple of
vears back for a job. She has
also plaved two seasons of
the Women Premier League.

“She came to the academy
in 2013. She developed into
a fine all-rounder, winning
games for her team with
both bat and ball,” said
Pawan Sen, her coach at the
Dharamsala academy:

Sen feels Tanuya got the
India call a little late at the
age of 28, “She has been per-
forming wvery well at the
domestic level and in the
women premier league over
the last couple of seasons
The opportunity has come a
little late but she will make it
count and play for the coun-
try for a long time,” said Sen.

Looking at her perform-
ance in the very first game,
in which she picked up a
wicket conceding just 14
runs in four overs, the
future surely looks bright
for this Shimla girl.
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Protesters and security forces clash in the Mirgund area of Baramulla district; and (below) women fetch water from a nullah.

Water scarcity goes unheard
at Baramulla district for months

Led tofirst major stone throwing incident after abrogation of Article 370

ADIL AKHZER 5. W

MIRGUND, [ULY 21
Severe water scarcity for the
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past few months was the rea-
son behind a clash between
locals and security forces in
the Mirpund area of Barmamul-
la distnet on Friday. The pro-
testers later resorted to stone
pelting, which was first major
clash between locals and secu-
rity forces 1n the Valley last
week since 2019,

“Water 15 a basic necessity,
On Fnday the situation
reached an alarming propor-
tion when villagers said they
were ready to sacrifice any-
thing to pet their wvoices
heard,” Abdul Rehman Dar,
former sarpanch of Chainabal
area in Baramulla distrct, told
The Tribune on Sunday.

People from Chainabal wil-
lage of Baramulla district,
which borders Srinagar dis-
trict and has a population of
around 5,000, blocked the Sri-
nagar-Uri national highway
on Friday over the shortage of
drinking water However, the
situation later escalated as
protesters resorted to stone
pelting, leaving several peo-
ple injured and many vehi-
cles damaged.

It was the first major cash
between locals and security
forces after the abmogation of
Article 370 1n the Valley:

The locals, however said
they approached the authori
ties concerned several times to
address the problem of water
shortage, but to no avail

“Evervone is aware of the
problem. But, it has not been

resolved vet” said
Mohammed Yousuf, a villagen

He said the wvillagers had
only two options either tofetch
dirty water from a nearby nul-
lah or amrange pnvate water
tankers. Tap water or tankers
provided by the govemment
failed tocater to their needs.

During a visit to the village
on Sunday, this correspon-
dent found several women
washing clothes from dirty
water in the nearby nullah. A
woman said their children
“had fallen ill after consum-
ing dirty water” “We are
forced to take this water
home, boil it and then con-
sume it.” she said.

The villagers said they had
adequate water supply for a
vear when Imran Raza
Ansari was minister in the
PDRBJP coalition govern-
ment and was their MLA.

“People are now becoming
vickims of misgovernance,”
Ansan told The Trbune.

Favazr Ahmad. another local

resident, blamed the police
officials for not hand ling the
situation propedy on Friday.
Fayar saxd., he along with
another villager, approached
the local police post to inform
them that they wanted to
hold a peaceful demonstra-
tion on the road over water
shortage. However, they
were “detamned.”

The locals alleged that
when protesters were giving
way to an ambulance, the
police forcibly tried to open
the road, which was blocked
by mate villagers. *In the
meantime, a woman protest-
er was hit, which triggered
the clashes,” said Ali Moham-
mad, a local. The police also
used teargas shells to dis-
perse the protesters.

During the dashes, two BJP
leaders, who were travelling
on the highway, also got stuck
in the protest. The leaders said
the mob attacked them too.
Their police secunty officers
(Pa0s)opened fire intheair in
self-defense,

The locals, however, praised

NEW SCHEMETO BE
OPERATIONAL SOON

: , 6 Anew scheme benefiing

nearty 75,000 people of the
village and adjoining areas
was conceived years ago. it

suffered delays due to multiple
& reasons. Now, work is going

Baramulla 55P Amod Nag-
pure for bringing situation
back to normal mmediately.
He turned out to be a people's
officer; said a local. Urging peo-
ple not to resart to stone pelt-
mg, Nagpure on Friday said
their issues could be resobved
through talks, A villager said
the authorities had been send-
mng water tankers, but it was
not enough for them.

Vivek Kohli, Chief Engineer,
Jal Shakti({PHE) Department,
Kashmir, said a water scheme
would beoperational soon and
would benefit the wallage.
Water was also being supphed
through tankers.

Another PHE official said
there was no working water
supply In the area. At present,
the willage was getting water
supply from  “Sukhnag
Scheme of master plan Divi-
gsion Snnagar under a tempo-
mary arangement.”

“We have issued instructions
to the staff to inspect water
pipes. We are also regulating
water supply so that it reaches
this village aswell,” he said.

BJP slams Didi as she offers to give shelter...

that may emerge on account of
the severe lawand arder break-
down that has pripped the
neighbouring country over the
past few days. “T should not be
speaking on the affirs of
Bangladesh as it is a sovereipn
nation and whatever needs to
be said s the subject matter of
the Centre. But I can fell vou
this, if helpless people come
knocking on the doors of West
Bengal, we will surely provide
them shelter” she said at the
“Martyrs Day’ rally of the TMC
in Knlkata She drew an exmam-
ple of people from Assam who
were allowed to love in adjacent
Alipurduar district in northemn
West Bengal for a considerable
period during a strife in the

Fearing LS poll...

Bodoland Temitorial Region in
the northeastem state.

BJP's West Bengal unit chief
and Union Minister Sukanta
that such matters should first
be consulted with the Centre
befire any pubbe statement s
made. “It's true that we are all
concemed about the current
gituation in Bangladesh over
which Delhi 15 keeping a dose
watch, Our CM should not be
voieing her opinions on mat-
ters involving our country’s
foredpn polices without first
consulting the Centre,” he said.

Taking to X, Mabhiya posted,
“Mamata Banerjee on odd
days — We will not allow Hin-
du refugees, who came to

India to escape religious per-
secution, to apply for citizen-
ship under the CAA and get
their legttimate rights. If they
insist, we will ask illegal
BRohingvas, who vote for the
TMC, to bum tmins, block
roads and kill people. Even
days — Bangladeshis are wel-
come to India. Who pgave
Mamata Banerjee the author-
tv to welcome anyvone in
India? Immigration and citi-
zenship are exclusively in the
Centre's domain. The states
have no locus standi, This is
part of INDI Alliance’s evil
plan to  settle  ilegal
Bangladeshis from Bengal to
Jharkhand. so that they can
win elections.” —TNS/PTI

B'desh SC scales down...

FromTokyo..

to keep playmg to fulfil my
father's dream, ard my whole
team supported me”

Hiz mother's sacnfices. the
memory of her working hard,
stitching dothes for people
after his father passed away
after falling ill... *To ensure he
was in pood physical condition,
I ensured that he always had
desi eges, fhar ka doodh and
kharode da soup,” Mangit sasd.
Manpreet said the memory of
his mother's struggles, the
poverty the family faced, kept
him poing — apart from love for
the sport. Manpreet's idol Par-
gat Singh, also from Mithapur
village, savs thattough times he
faced as a child gave Manpreet
gtrength and determination.
“It's his humble background
that keeps him grounded. He
has come a long way just
because of his perseverance,”

FROM PAGE 1

Copdiesafter
riflegoesofl

accidentally

JAMMU, JULY 21
An on-duty 43-year-old
policeman died here of
gunshot wounds he
allegedly suffered after
his service rifle acciden-
tally went off said the
police, which are also
probing whether it 15 a
case of suicide.

Selection-grade Consta-
ble Jai Raj, a resident of
Nagrota, was on duty in
the Channi area when his
rifle went off this evening,
police officials said.

They said his colleagues
rushed him to hospital
where he was declared
brought dead and added
that he had suffered mul-
tiple punshot wounds.

The police have started
inquest proceedings to
asecertain  whether Raj
died of accidental dis-
charge of the rifle or
deliberate firing to com-
mit suicide, the officials
gaid. —PTI

Congress
pushes for...

FROM PAGE 1

government has not yet
shown any signs of accept-
ing its request,

Article 93 of the Consti-
tution states the Lok Sab-
ha shall choose two of its
members as Speaker and
Deputy Speaker. The
President fixes the date of
election of the Speaker.
The election to Deputy
Speaker's post is held on
a date decided upon by
the Speaker.

As per Article 95 of the
Constitution, the Deputy
Speaker performs the
duties of the Speaker
when that office 15 vacant
or when the latter is away.
If the office of Deputy
Speaker 15 vacant, the
duties are performed by a
Lok Sabha MP whom the
President appoints.

Article 94 szavs 1if the
Speaker intends to resign,
he or she needs to address
the resignation letterto the
Deputy Speaker. — TN

JAMMU & KASHMIR/LADAKH
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Agencies gearup to dismantle
overground workers network

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMIL, JULY 21
Intelligence agencies and
gsecurity forces are intensify-
ing efforts to dismantle the
network of overground
workers (OGWs) across Jam-
mu region that was built by
Pakistan-based  handlers,
maosthy after 2019,

The network of overground
workers is helping termorists,
who have infiltmated from Pak-
1stan, not only by providing
them with food and shelterbut
also by guiding them to areas
where temror incidents took
place in different areas of Jam-
mu division.

An OGW, identified as
Hakam EKhan, a resident of
Rajouri, was amested by the
Reasi pobee in the Juned bus
attack case in which nine pil-
grims were killed. The arrest
was made last month after it
came to light that Hakam
brought three temrorists to the
gpot 1n forest areas from
where the bus, which was
coming from the Shiv Khori
shrine, was targeted.

The Doda police also amrested
four OGW s invobed in hel ping
the terronsts behind recent

spate of terrmor in the region.

Dunng a high-level meeting,
which was attended by Arny
Chief General Upendr Dvive
di, J&K L-G Mano) Sinha and
other sensor officials of secunty
forces on Saturday, it was
siressed that the network of
OGW needs to be dismantled.

Intedigence agencies have
inputs that after nfiltrating
from Pakistan, termorists are
received by puides in areas
closeto border and Lime of Cone-
tral (LoC). They are later taken
to hideouts, mostly natural
ciaves, inforest areas. The agen-
cies have learnt that the hide
outs are frequently changed so
as to remain offthe radarof the
security forces.

Sources said the OGWs pro-
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An armoured vehicle stationed in Doda district. FiLe PHOTO

vide food clathing and other
logistes among Intemet con-
nection through their mobile
phonestothese tenmonststo oone-
tart Pakastan-based handlers.

Army Intellipence, Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB), Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW),
J&K Police, Border Security
Force and CHRPF have been
asked by the Union Home
Ministry to work incoordina-
tion to stop further attacks in
the region and also to elimi-
nate over 30 temrorists pres-
ent in the division.

The Army Chief, during his
visit, had also chaired a high-
level joint security review
meeting, focusing on thwart-
ing the malicious design of
terrorists.

5killed, 7 hurtinroad accidents

JAMMU, JULY 21
Five people, including a
father-son duo and a mother-
daughter duo, were killed and
seven mjured in two separate
road accidents in Rajoun and
Reasidistnets on Sunday, offi-
cuals said. A taxi carrying eight
people  and  proceeding
towards Lam from Thandikas-
si fell off a hilly mad near Cha-
lan wvillage in Rajouri in the
morning, they said.

Thednver of thevehicle, Arun
Kumar (32), a resident of Lam,
wits found dead on the spot,
while Mohammad Din (65)and
his son Mohammad Aslam (40)
succumbed to their injunes at
the Nowshera Sub-Digtrict Hos-
pital and Government Medical
College Hospital (GMCH) in
Rajouri, respectively

Aslam’'s wife Shalida (40),
sons Atif (10) and Raza (5).

&
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daughter Asiva (7)and sister
Zareena (36) are undergoing
treatment at the GMCH.
Their condition is stated to
be eritical, the officials said.
In another acadent, two per-
sons were kalled while two oth-
ers suffered mjunes when a
Mahindrm Bolero car in which
they were travelling in molled

A vehicle that metwith anaccident in Rajouri onSunday. P11

200 feet down mto a gorpe at
Bidda villape in Reasi district
amund 3:30 pm. The deceased
have been dentified as Guddi
Devviand herdaughter Shobha.

Devi's son Mukesh Singh
and his minar daughter were
rescued and shifted to a hospi-
tal n a entical condition, the
officials saud. — PTI

Oppn, BJP allies turn heat on govt over...

workers under the CPM
regime in Kolkata in 1993,
when TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee was the state
yvouth Congress president.

At the meeting chaired
by Deputy Leader of LS
Rajnath Singh, who
recalled opposition’s
ruckus during PM's reply
in the previous session as
“unparliamentary” and
promised to take up all

discussions  within  the
rules, ally JIMU) and
Jagan Reddy-led YSR

Congress sought special
category status for Bihar

and Andhra Pradesh,
respectively.
Questioning another

NDA ally Telugu Desam
Party's silence on special
category status to Andhra,

the matter.”

Even as NDA's Bihar
ally Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) chief Chirag
Paswan backed JD{U)'s
Sanjay Jha on the package
demand, TDP leader in
the LS Lavu Sri Krishna
Devaravalu {(who  had
switched lovalties to the
TDP from the YSR Con-
gress ahead of the state
and general elections) said
the Andhra Government
would release a white
paper on the state of
finances 1n a day or two.
“It will send shockwaves.”
Devarayalu said, adding
the TDP would raise in
Parliament the issue of the
financial mess that the
erstwhile YSRCP had
pushed the state into.

ed special category status
for their respective states,
The BJD has demanded
special category status for
Odisha,” Patra said after
the meeting.

The meeting saw Sama-
jwadi Party's Ram Gopal
Yadav raising the issue of
UP's directive asking
eateries along the Kanwar
vatra route to display own-
ers’ names. NCP's Praful
Patel backed the demand
of the SP and other NDA
allies — the RLD, JD(1I)
and LJP — to recall the
*divisive order”,

RLD chief and Union
Minister Javant Chaud-
hary told the media in
Muzaffarnagar later in the
day that the Kanwar vatra
diktat was “not well

Earlier, in response to
Rijyju’s appeal to all par-
ties to cooperate during
the upcoming Budget ses-
sion for smooth conduct of
both  Houses, Deputy
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi
sald  the Opposition
should be allowed to raise
1ssues in Parliament.

While assuring accom-
maodation of all opposition
demands, Rijiju said “run-
ning Parliament smoothly
15 the collective responsi-
bility of the government
and Opposition.”

“The government is open
to discussing any issue in
Parliament by following
the rules,” he said.

Defence DMinister Raj-
nath Singh said disrup-

CONSensus on vanous issues. most serious challenge to  on Saturday, but it was not Pargatsad Heexpedtsanother Congress leader Jairam BJD Rajya Sabha MP thought out”. “Any deci- tions as seen in the last
Besides a legal puarantee for Bangladesh’s povernment immediately clear whether medalfromhisprotégémParis. Ramesh pointed out: “In Sasmit Patra sought spe- sion shouldn't harm the session when the Opposi-
the MSE the promnent since Prime Minister Sheikh  there were any fatalities, Manpreet looks back his today's all-party meeting, cial status for Odisha, sense of well-being and tion interrupted PDM's
demands of the farmers are  Hasmawon a fourth consecou- Ahead of the SupremeCourt  Obympics joumeywithwonder,  the JD{U) leader demand- backing JD(U)s similar harmony in the communi- speech “should not hap-
timely payment for procured  tiveterm in Januaryelections  heanng, soldiers patrolled  starting as teenagerat London ed special category status  demand for Bihar, “Odisha  ty," Chaudhary  said, pen in Parliament”.
crops, release of pending com-  that were boyveotted by the ates acmss the oountry 2012 before becoming aninte-  for Bihar The YSHRCP  has been deprived of the adding the vatra tradition The Budget session will
pensation for crops damaged  main opposition groups. Uni-  Home Minister Asadurzaman  gralpart of the team atthenext . leader demanded special  special category status for  had always been inclusive, last till August 12, Finance
due to natural disasters and a  versities have beenclosed, the  Khan said the stay at home  two Obmpics. Coach Avtar  category gtatus for more than 20 vears. Politi-  with no distinctions made  Minister Nirmala Sithara-
hike in the compensation internethasbeenshutoffand omderwillberelavedfomdpm  Singh, who first spotted Man-  Andhra.  Strangely, the cal parties from Bihar and  about who served the pil- man will present the Bud-
amount to Rs 40,000 per acre the government has ordered  andd pmon Sunday forpeople  preet in 2008, recalled aconver-  TDP leader kept quiet on Andhra have alsodemand-  grims. get on July 23.
mn caseof a total crop loss. people to stay at home. to run essential errands. sation they had Manpreet

Atthemesting, fammer leaders, The protests tumed deadly Meanwhile, the govem- beforehe left for Parns “We are
inchuding Mann, Joginder Nain,  on Tuesday, a day after stu- ment has dedared Sunday prepared. We just want a gold
Balbir singh and Ranbir Malik, dents at Dhaka Unmversity and Monday as publiec holi-  medal” Manprest told Avtar . . .
registered their strong protest  began  dashing with the  days, with only emergency Little Jasmine doesn't know 14-yr-0]d d_les OfN]_pah m Kemla? 4 contaCtS."
the povernment’s alleged aps police. Violence continued to services allowed to operate. how preat a player her father is,
thetic attitude towards their escalate as the police fired Protesters argue the quota but she loves accompanying response team will be HOW TO PREVENT reached before the patient In 2023 as well, Kerala
pending demands Meanwhile, tear gas and rubber bullets  system is disoriminatory and  him to vanous toumaments, deployed to support Ker- died, but could not be reported a Nipah out-
Mann danfied they would and huded smoke grenades  benefits supporters of Hasina, and her eves are nveted tothe  ala in identifying epidemi- Wash hands with seap and used due to his poor con-  break. Fruit bats are the
Lunch anapitaton only incase  to scatter violent protesters.  whose Awami Legguepartyvled TV when he's playing “She  ologieal linkages and pro- ﬁﬂfgaﬁ;r;:g;f;rn:;m? dition,” the ministry said. usual reservoir of the
their statespedfic demands The Bangladeshi authonties  the independence movemnent,  keepssayvingshewillgotoPans  viding technical avoid consuming raw date ' Monoclonal antibodies are  virus, and humans can
were nit met and that theyhad  haven't shared any official  saying it should be replaced  and be with her father” says  assistance. palm sap or toddy: eat only laboratoryv-produced mole- become infected by acco-
no plans to march to Delhi  numbers of those killed and  with a merit-based systerm.  Manjit Kaur Mangit, who wish- “Additionally, at Ker- washed fruits; avoid consum- cules engineered to serveas  dentally consuming bat-
alongwithPunjabfimers. The  mjured. but Daily Prothom  Hasinahasdefendedthequota  esthat her sonwouldplayatthe  ala’s request, the ICMR g half-eaten fruits picked substitute antibodies that contaminated fruits.
latter have decided to resume  Alo newspaper on Saturday  system, saying that veterans 2028 Olympics as well, banks has sent monoclonal anti-  fram the ground. can restore, enhance, modi- Kerala had reported
their *Dilli Chale” movement  reported that at least 108 per-  deserve the highest respect for - hegwaly on the “almighty”. “On = bodies for patient man- = = vy or mimic the immune Nipah disease outbreak in
after the Harvana Government  sons have died so far their contnbutions n the war Saturday, the day the team apement. A mobile BSL-3 contacts has arrived in  syvstem's attack on cells 2018 in Korhikode and
agreed to open the Shambhu Spormadic clashes in some  agamst Pakistan, regardless of  plays its first mateh T willvist  laboratory  for  testing Kozhikode, The mono-  that aren't wanted, such as Malappuram with around
border following court orders, parts of Dhaka werereported  ther politcal affiliation. —AP the gurdwara” she says. additional samples from clonal antibodies had cancer cells. nine documented deaths.
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"Took abulletfor democracy,
Trump attacks Democrats

GRAND RAPIDS | MECHIGAN], JULY 21
Former US president Donald
Trump in his first campaign
rally since surviving an assas-
sination attempt has dis-
missed concerns raised by
eritics that he 15 a threat to
democracy, telling a larpe
crowd in Michigan that he
*took a bullet for democracy™.
In the rally in Michigan on
Saturday, Trump, who is the
Republican presidential
nominee for the November 5
elections, was jouned by his
running mate JD Vance.
“They keep saving hes a
threat to democracy. I'm say-
ing, What the hell did Ido to
democracy? Last week I
took a bullet for demoeracy,”
Trump said, referencing an
often-used Democrat talking
point. “What did I do against
democracy? Crazy,” Trump,
T8, sald amidst applause from
thousands of his supporters.
Trumpalso mocked Democ-
rats and comparing former
Democratic House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi to a“dog.”
After briefly calling for
national unity eadiwer this
week, Trump has since
returneed to his usual cam-
paign tactics — using msult-
ing and sometimes offensive
language to attack his oppo-
nents, and repeating a stang
of false daims about Immigra-
tion, the economy and elec-
tion fraud. major elements of
his speech on Saturday:
Trump frequently mocked

L § T

the other day when he
heard about what hap-
pened,” Trumptold a crowd
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Trump mentioned Xi's letter
while discussing his eco-
nomic policy toward China
during his presidency,
adding, °| got along very well
with President Xi." reuters

- &
Donald Trump with Chinese President Xi Jinping. ALe

Democratic President Joe
Biden as feeble. He derided
gsenior Democrats, moduding
Pelosi, for trying to persuade
Biden to end his re-election
bid. There was a heavy police
presence at Trump's rally in
Grand Rapids on Saturday,
with police on every street
corner for several blocks.

US Secret Service officers
were positioned on the top
baloonies in the Van Andel
Arena, giving them a bird’s

eve view of the crowd inside.

Fresh from his nominating
convention in Milwaukee
where his takeover of the
Republican  Party  was
cemented, Trump appeared
in Grand Rapids with Vance .
They took the stage in their
first campaign event topeth-
er with the Republican Party
unified behind them. In con-
trast, it is no longer certain
that Biden will be the Demo-
cratic Party's nominee fac-

ing Trump in the November
b election.

Trumpattacked Democrats,
saving they wanted to kick
Biden off the ticket after he
won their presidential nomi-
nating contest. *“They have a
couple of problems. No 1, they
have no idea who their candi-
date 15.” Trump said to laugh-
ter and jeers. *This puy goes
and he gets the votes and
now they want to take it
away." — PTI1 & Reuters

UNTOLD STORIES FROM THE PROVINCES

HuntforRahul’s bungalow

l UNT is on for an offical residence for
LoP Rahul Gandhi, who had vacated his
12 Tuglaqg Lane residencelast April following
his disqualification as Lok Sabha MP In his
new avatar, Gandhi gets a Cabinet rank and
15 entitled to a Type VI bungalow m the
heart of Lutvens Delhi, where top ministers
like Defence Ministerlvve, Gandhi can make
a representation to the Lok Sabha House
committee. Mahesh Sharma, the BJP MP
from Gautam Buddha Nagar heads the come-
mittee, but it is vet to hold its first meeting.

Hooda’scouplet love

_, ORMER Haryana CM and LoP Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda often recites couplets
to makehis point during Assembly sessions.
But now the Harvana strongman seems to
have taken to socal media with some
alacnty. Responding to Home Minister Amit
Shah's comments at his recent mlly in
Mahendragarh, Hooda posted the following
couplet on X: ‘Gair ki mehfil mein mere
charche hain; Swyasat ke galiyaaron mein
bas mere hi foasane hate. Wo kurs ke lige
khelte hain gande khel har roz; Aur mere
noem se unke soore bohane hain.,' Mean-
while, Sidhu Moosewala's hit song ‘Mera
naam mera naam’ playsin the backdrop.

Singer SDM

1 EVER-sav-die Samjeev Kumar saved
i I the life of a voungsterlast vear whowas
strandedin the floods in Fatehgarh Sahib, by
swimming more than 200m to rescue him.
This vear, as SDM Malout, he s focussing on
the rampant drug problem. He has penned
a song and a play, which will soon be released
bov the Muktsar distnet administration, He is
turning into a role modd formany, believing
that the “reward of doing one duty is the
power to do another”

Decoydrones

AKTSTANI state and *non-state actors”,
another word for *“terronsts,” are oon-

stantly changin g their modus-operandi so as
to cateh Indian secunty apencies off puard.
Security officers say this 15 how it workes :
First, a drone with a loud humming noise
flies in over the border, but it carnes no pay-
Ioad. Meanwhile, another one emtting kow-
deabel noise quietly slips inside Indian ter-
ritory, drops the contraband at a
pre-designated place and flies back. Indian
officials are now in a huddle trying to deci-
pher ways to tackl e this new menace,

Personal touch

I OK sabha speaker Om Birda is known to
akee personal care when any MP flags a
problem tohim. This week DME veteran TR
Baalu complained to him about breathing
1s5ues he was facing at his Rasing Road res-
idence The Speaker has instnucted Central
PWD to earry out a thomugh assessment of
Baalu's home and equip it with whatever
equipment is necessary to fisc the problem.

Aboharartiste shines

A BOHAR is now on Netflicand the cityis
1 \ecstatic, Anjum Batm, who grewupina
farmer's family in Abohar, has created three
back-to-back superhit redeases. An actor
with the town's Sparsh Theatre Society,
Anjum first registered his presence in
‘Maamla Legal Hai'. Then he was noticed in
‘Chambkila’and is now playing a lead nega-
tive role “Wild-Wild Punjab’. Its entire shoot-
g was done in Punjab and Chandigarh.

Innohurry

NTENSE speculation is rife on JP Nad-

da's suceessor as the next BJP president,
but the party seems to be in no hurry to
replace the Himachal BJP strongman, The
R5S is leamt to be backing Mahamshtra
deputy CM Devendr Fadnavis and names
of BJP general secretaries like Vinod Tawde
and Sunil Bansal are doing the rounds.
Since the last two party presidents - Rajnath
singh and Nadda - have been from the
North, some say the next BJP president
could be from the South.

Condribuled by Adili Tandon, Archil Walls, Ravi Dhaliwal, Raj Sadosh
and Sunil Dhawan

Republican nominee Donald Trump speaks at & campaign rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Reuters

SAYS CHINA'S XI WROTE "‘BEAUTIFUL NOTE

Washington: Former US
President Donald Trump has
said Chinese President Xi
Jinping wrote him a nate

after the Republican presk
dential nominee suffered a

Bunshat wound to his ear
during an assassination
attempt last weelk. "(Xi)
wrote me a beautiful note

- Gotnowamings

beforebid onlife,
saysex-President

WAS HINGTON, JULY 21
Daonald Trump said on Sunday
nobody warned him of a pmb-
lem in the lead-up to the for-
mer president’s rally in Penn-
svlvania when a would-be
assassin shot him in the ear
“*Nobody mentioned it
nobod v said there was a prob-
lem . I would've waited for 15,
they could've said let’s wait
for 15 minutes, 20 minutes, 5
minutes, something. Nobody
gaid,” Trump told Fox News.
“T think that was a mistake,”
he added. “How did some-
body pet on that moof? And
why wasn't he reported?”

Secret Service accepts
denying past requests

The Secret Service now
acknowledged  that it

denied some requests by
Republican presidential
nominee Trump's cam-
paign for increased security
at his events in the vears
before the assassination
attempt on him at a recent
rally. — Agencies

Nepal PM Oli
wins trustvote

KATHMAND U, JULY 21
Nepal Prime Mimister KP
Sharma Oliwon a cructal floor
test in Padia-
ment on Sun-
day with maore
than two-thirds
of lawmakers
bl voting in  his
favour, neady a week after he
was swom in to lead a coalition
government in the politically
unstable Himalayan nation.

Ol secured 188 votes in
favour of the Vote of Confi-
dence motion tabled by
him while 74 votes were
cast against him. Out of a
total of 263 members of the
House of Representatives
who were present, one
member abstained.

Earher while tabling the
motion seeking a vote of con-
fidence in his government, Ol
madepublicthe content ofthe
seven-point agreement
reached between the Nepah
Congress and the CPN-UML
earlier this month. “This is a
continuation of that collabo-
ration. We have apreed to
work together to pmotect
national iterests, control cor-
ruption, improve governarnce,
expedite development activi-
ties, and ensure political sta-
bility, in accordance with the
publicdesire.” Oh sad. — PTI
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Fighting intensifies as Israeli
strikesleave 22 deadin Gaza

CAIRO, JULY 21
Israeli forces battled Pales-
tinian fighters in the south-
ern (zaza city of Rafah on
=sunday, and struck areas in
the centre of the coastal
enclave where thousands of
Palestimans displaced from
their homes have been seek-
ing shelter.

Residents in Rafah, near
the border with Egyvpt. said
fierce battles raged between
Hamas-led fighters and
Israeli forees, especially in
the centre and in western
areas where tanks
advanced in the previous
two days.

The armed wings of the
[slamic Jihad and Hamas
Islamist militant groups said
fighters confronted Israeli
forces with anti-tank rockets
and mortar bombs,

The Israeli military said its
goldiers had killed a group
of fighters whowere moving
towards them, and
destroved ammunition, tun-
nel shaftsand infrastructure
in Tel al-Sultan, in the east-
ern part of the city.

Israel strikes in the prev-
ous 24 hours killed at least 64
and wounded more than 100

13 Indians rescued from
cybercrime scamin Laos

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Thirteen Indians, who were
hired into certain cvber-scam-
ming centres in Laos, have
been rescued and sent back
home, the Indian embassy in
the Southeast Asian country
said on Sunday:

“In our continued work to
ensure safety & well-being of
Indians as top pnority
Embassy successfully res-
cues 13 Indians from evber-
scamming centres in Laos &
ensures their safe return to
India,” the mission posted on

X' “Sofar, Embassy has res-
cued 518 Indians. We thank
Lao authorities fortheir coop-
eration,” it said.

On May 7. the embassy
came out with an advisory
cautioning Indians against
fake job offers.

“Victims are illegally taken
across the border into Laos
from Thailand and held cap-
tive to work in Golden Trian-
gle Special Economic Zone
in Laos under harsh and
restrictive conditions.” the
adwvisory sad . — PTI
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Smoke rises from a site hit by Israeli strikes in Hodeidah, Yemen.

TEL AVIV SHOOTS DOWN MISSILE

®|srael said it shot down a
missile launched from
Yemen on Sunday, and
theYemeni Houthi move-
ment said it had fired sev-
eral missiles at the |sraeli
city of Eilat after Israel's
first public strike against
the lran-aligned group a
day earlier.

BEUL a rare Houthidrone
strikean Friday hit Tel Aviv
and killed one person,
prompting krael to
announce its first strikes
against the group on Satur-
day. The strikes bywar

planes hit near the Yermeni
port of Hodeidah and killed
six people, local medics said.

B The lsraeli warplanes' air
raid on Hodeidah on Satur-
day killed six people and
wolnded more than 80,
medical sources in Yemen
told Reuters, describing all
aschilians.

® mages from the scene
showed a fiery blaze and
dense smoke rising from
the site of the strike. A
Houthkrun TV channel said
the strikes had hit an ol
facility and power station.

others, the local health mine-
1stry said. At least 22 were
killed by strikes on Sunday,

according to the Hamas-run
Gaza government media
office. — Reuters

China, Philippines reach
deal to avoid clashes in SCS

MANILA, JULY 21
China and the Philippines
reached a deal they hope will
endconfrontations atthe most
fiercely disputed shoal in the
South China Sea, two Philip-
pine officials sand Sunday:
The Philippines occupies
second Thomas Shoal but
China also claims it, and
moreasingly hostile clashes
at sea have sparked fears of
larger conflicts that could
imvolve the United States.
The cruaal deal was
reached on Sunday, after a

series of meetings between

Philippine and Chinese
diplomats in Manila and
exchanges of diplomatic

notes that aimed to establish
a mutually acceptable
amangement at the shoal
without conceding either
side’'s territorial claims.

The Philippine officials,
who have knowledge of the
negotiations, confirmed the
deal to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity
ahead of a public announee-
ment. — AP

Sharad Pawar kingpin of corruption: Shah

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Calling NCP (5P) chief
Sharad Pawar the ‘sargana
{ringleader) of corruption,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday sa that
the veteran lead er had insti-
tutionalised corruption in
the country.

Addressing a condave of
BJP party workers in Pune,
the Union Home Mmister
also launched a scathing
attack on the Leader of Oppo-
gition and Congress leader
Rahul Gandha.

Shah said Rahul Gandhi's
‘arrogance’ would be crushed
after the BJPandits allies win
the forthcoming Assembly
polls in Maharmshtra, Jhark-
hand and Harvana slated to
be held later this vear.

Says saffron alliance must rise again in Maharashtra

Union Minister Amit Shah addresses a BJF convention in Fune. #m

Lotus-Yuti (Mahavuti) gov-
ernment. I want to say that
all workers had worked
hard to bring glory to the
BJE PM Modi made a hat-
trick by becoming PM for
the third consecutive time.”
The Union Home Minis-
ter also exuded confidence
that the BJP-led alliance
would perform better in
the ensuing Maharashtra
Assembly elections than it
did in 2019 and 2014.
[ncidentally, in the recent
Generl Election, the BJPled

OUR WINS WILL CRUSH
RAHUL'S ‘ARROGANCE’

@& Rahul Gandhi's
‘arrogance’ will be
crushed after the BJP and
its allies win the
forthcoming Assembly
polls in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Haryana
slated to be held later this

He added that the people of
India had grven gave Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
their stamp of approval inthe
recent Lok Sabha elections.

Besides, he also targeted for-
mer Maharashtra Chief Min-

SCto hear PIL for seizing
money received by parties

ELECTORAL BONDS

NEW DELHI, JUILY 21
The Supreme Court will on
Monday hear a PIL seeking
directions to confiscate dona-
tions received by political par-
ties thmough the electoral

bonds  scheme that was
dedared unoonstitutional fove
months ago.

The petition filed by Khem
Singh Bhati is listed before a
Bench of CJI Y Chandra-
chud, Justice JB Pardnwala
and Justice Manoj Misra.

The Bench is also hkely to
take up another petition seek-
ing a court-monitored nvesti-
gation into the scheme.

Bhati has demanded that a
commuittee headed by a for
mer SC judge be constituted
to investi gate alleged quid pro
quo between donors and the
public authonties at the
instance of political parties.

Altematively, Bhati wanted
the top court to direct the
Income Tax Department to
reopen assessment of all ben-
eficiary parties from the finan-
cial vear 2018-19 to 2023-24
and disallow the exemptions
claimed by them under Sec-
tion 13A of the IT Act. He
demanded mmcome tax be
levied on the amounts
received by them thmough
electoral bonds along with
mterest and penalty.

“The political parties used
electoral bonds as a tool and
method to extract money by
conferring undue advantage
to corporate houses by way
of compromising their crim-
inal prosecution or granting
otate largesse, at the cost of
public  exchequer and
against publie interest,”
Bhati submitted in his peti-
tion settled by senior advo-
cate Vijay Hansaria. — TNS

ister and Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray. The
Home Minister alleged that
Thackermy was sitting with
those who sought clemency
for 1893 Mumbsai serial blasts
convict Yakub Memon.

workers would will work
harder and set new goals,
Shah said, “Saffron must
rise again in Maharashtra.
We will do a review for the
2024 elections to form the

YeEar. Amit Shah, i Hov: MssTS Mahayuti alliance had faced
a rout as it managed to win
Stating that the party only 17 out of the 43 seatsin

Maharashtra, while the Maha
Vikas Aghadi, led by the Con-
press-NCP  (SP)-Shiv Sena
(UBT), had bagged 30 seats,
while one seat was won by an
Independent candidate,

409 cr fineimposed on NTPC
for illegal mining in Jharkhand

AKSHEEVTHAKUR

NEW DELHI, JULY 21

Mine developer-cum-operator
Thnveni-Sainik Mining Pn-
vate Limited which was
entrusted with National Ther-
mal Power Corporation’s
(NTPC) coal mining project in
Harzaribagh, illegally carried
out operations on 156 hectares
of forest land and also
changed the direction of
Dumuhana stream without
prior approval, according to a
report of the Union Envimone-
ment Minstry,

An advisory committee of
the minmstry has imposed a
fine of Rs 409 crore (Hs
400.49.10.300) onthe NTPC for
the violation. In this regard.
the Jharkhand Government
had imposed a penalty of Rs
857 crore on the NTPC. How-
ever, the corpomation has

CHANGED THE COURSE OF STREAM
@8 In total disregard for the conditions of approval,
the user agency (NTPC) indulged in mining inthe area
and changed the course of the Dumuhana stream,

which was actually required to be protected and
maintained as a green belt. Usion Environment Ministry

sought a waiver of the fine
from the ministry, The Centre
has asked the Jharkhand
Government to grve a detailed
response on the issue.

The ministry had approved
the mining proposal on the
condition that not only the
stream will be protected. but a
ereenbelt also be developed
along its sides.

While the Jharkhand Gov-
emment, earlier this vear, had
in its report to the ministry
said il legal mining was carmried
out only on 3720 hectares of
forest land, the regional office

of the ministry said the area
impacted was 156 hectares.

Theadvisory committee said.,
“It was observed that in total
disregard for the conditions of
approval, the user agency
mdulged in mining in the area
and chan ged the course of the
Durmihana nullah, which was
actually required to be protect-
ed as a preen belt”

The mining project faced
stiff opposition from Hazarib-
apgh villagers who weme dis-
placed due to it. In May 2016,
there was a huge protest
against land acquisition.



oL L

]
IR AT
o BETR

| B ] ]

| : il
it Hll

Che Tribune JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 22 JULY 2024

PRRIS 202V

DAYS T0 GO

21-member
contingent

India’s
higgest

Aﬁerﬂopsh

VINAYAK PADMADEO

NEW DELHI, JULY 21

It 15 make or break time for
the Indian shooting teamas
1t heads to the Pans
Olympics. The sport that
gave India its first individ-
nal pold medal at the
Olympics —  Abhinav
Bindra winning the 10m air
rifle title in 2008 Beijing —
15 running on borrowed
time, Since the 2012 Lon-
don Olympics, where Vijay
Eumar won silver in rapid
fire and Gagan Narang won
bronze in 10m air rifle, the
sport 15 gasping for breath.

The shooting contingent,
which 15 consistently
amongst the top countnes in
the medal tally at the Wordd
Cups, returned empty-hand-
ed from two successive
Olympics — 2016 Rio de
Janetro and 2020 Tokyo.

S0 what will happen in
Paris, rather at the Chateau-
roux Shooting Centre, some
three hours from the French
capital? The expectations
are once again high from
the 21-member team, the
highest participation from
the country. For a sport on
which the pgovernment
spends the most — the
Sports Authority of India
has spent Rs 6040 crore in
the last three yvears — the

BRIEFLY

MEW DELHI

Chopra's adductor fine,
says coach Bartonietz

The adductor niggle that has
troubled Meeraj Chopra in the
past couple of months "is
fine" now and the reigning
Oympics champion has
entered the high intensity
phase of his Paris prepara-
tions, his German coach
Klaus Bartonietz said, dis-
MISsIiNg CONCerns surround-
ingthe Indian star's fitness.

MEWPORT (USA)

Paes, Amritraj inducted into
Tennis Hall of Fame
Legendary Indian tennis play-
ers Leander Paes and Vijay
Amritra) today became the
first two exponents of the
sport from Asia to be inducted
into the International Hall of
Fame. Paes spent 37 weeks
atNo. 1in the world rankings
indoubles, and won 24 dou-
bles titles on tour.

BUDAPEST

Piastri takes first win amid
team orders row

Australian Oscar Piastri took
his first Formula One win in a
McLaren one-two at the Hun-
garian Grand Prix after Lan-
do Morris reluctantly handed
back the lead on team
orders three |aps from the
endon an afternoon of high
drama. Lewis Hamilton took
third for Mercedes, his
200th Formula One podium
coming despite a late colli-
sion with Red Bull's champi-
onship leader Max Verstap-
pen, who came off worse
and finished fifth. asenciEs
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. Sift holds world record
. in50m rifie 3P final
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WS at previous two Olympics, shootmg team keeps expectlons In check

SH()T Al
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-

ANANTIEET SINGH NARU KA

resilts in Paris will be very
important for shooting's
future in the country.
However, unlike the last
time, the build-upis missing.
The administrators and
coaches, who in the past have
talked freely about the

team's medal prospects, are
keeping therr expectations to
themselves., It seems they
have learned their lessons

from Tokyo, where many of

the Indian shooters, includ-
ing Elavenil Valarivan,
Saurabh Chaudhary and

Manu Bhaker, were touted as
sure shot medal winners. The
results told a different story,
with only Saumbh managing
to enter the final.

Flying under radar

The shooters also benefit-

ted from the fact that there
was less media attention
on them because of the
T20 Waorld Cup.

“The shooters never claim
big, it 1s only the adminis-
trators who claim we will
win these many medals.”
rifle coach Deepali Desh-
pande said. “Since we have
not won in the last two
Olympics, they are keeping
guiet this time,” she added.

“The other good thing that
has happened was the
media's focus on the cricket
team’s World Cup win. Our
shooters left before getting
hassled about expectations.
sSometimes it ormitates them
as the most asked question
15 ‘how many medals are we
expecting’. It's a good thing
that there is less focus on
them this time,” she added.

Deepali also said that the
Tokvo results should be
written off as Covid restric-
tions threw all the planning
and preparations out. “We
have never discussed what
happened in Tokyo. Seven
months were lost due to
lockdowns, After that we
were all scrambling to get to
competitions and went
wherever it was possible.
Also we were all stressed to
not get the virus, We had to
give samples daily and then
amxiously wait for the

Harman, Richa fire India past UAE

WOMEN'’S ASIA CUP Put one foot in semifinals after 78-run victory
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Richa Ghosh and Harmanpreet Kaurshared & Forun parnership
off 45 balls; BELOW: Himachal Pradesh's Tanuja Kanwer receives
her international debut cap from Renuka Thakur, as
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DAMEULLA, JUIV 21
Contrasting fifties from skap-
per Harmanpreet Kaur and
Richa Ghosh were comple-
mented micely by the bowlers
as India notched up a mas-
give T8-run win over UAE in
their second match of the
ongoing women's Asia Cup
T20tournament here today.

[mwvited to bat, Hamman preet
plaved the anchor's role to
perfection with a 47-ball 66,
while Ghosh pmoduced a late
charge with an unbeaten 29-
ball 64 to power defending
champions India to 2015,
their first-ever 200-plus score
in T20Is. The bowlers, led by
Deepti Sharma (423), then
produced a dinical show to
limit TTAE to 123/7 as India
put one foot in the semifinals,

With two wins in a8 many
games, Indiaoccupy thetop
gpot in Group A with four
points and have a net run
rate of +3.293. India wall
play their fimal group game
agamst Nepal on Tuesday.

Chasing the daunting
total, opener Esha Rohit
Ora scored a 36-ball 38 but
UAE kept losing wickets at
regular intervals.

Earlier while the 35-vear-
old Harmanpreet blasted sewv-
en fours and a s during her
nnings, Ghosh slammed as
many as 12 boundares and a
maximum, including five
consecutive hits to the fence
in the final over of the
I gs, Harmanpreet
stitched two crucial partner-

220.68

Ghosh's strike rate during
her unbeaten 2%-ball 64 is
the highest for India in a 50-
plus score in women's T201s.
The prevdous highest was
204 by Smriti Mandhana
when she scored an unbeat-
en 25-hall 51 against 5ri Lan-
ka in the 2022 Asia Cup final

ships, adding 54 off 39 balls
with Jemimah Rodrigues and
70 off 45 balls with Ghosh,
who reached her fifty n just
26 balls, Opener Shafah Ver-
ma hit five fours and a sixen
route an 18-ball 37, “It was a
great feeling especally when
Jemi (Rodripues) and I were
batting, We were looking to
run hard rather than playving
risky shots. When Richa came
I told her to keep watching
the ball and she batted beau-
tifully,” said Harman preet.
Brief scores: India: 2015
{Hammanpreet 66, Ghosh 64%;
Egodage 236); UAE: 1237
{Egodage 40, Oza 36; Deepti
223, Tamuyja 1/14)

Pakistan hammer Nepal

Gull Beroza's belliperent fifty
helped Pakistan beat Nepal
by nine wickets and stay in
contention for a semifinal
berth. Feroza (57 off 35 balls)
was helped by Muneeba Al
{46 not out off 34 balls) as Pak-

istan raced past the target of

109 in just 11.5 overs. They
added 1056 runs for the open-
ing wicket. — PTI

results. 5o ves Tokyvo was a
one-off,” she said.

Trials pressure
This time, the rifle and pis-
tol shooters came through a
gruelling period of four tri-
als in a space of a month to
bonk a place on the
Olympics team. “It was a
dress rehearsal and if we
can come through that we
can cope with any stress.”
said a shooter who did not
wish to be named.
Privately, the administra-
tors are counting on podium
fimishes from both the nfle
and pistol teams but thereis
a big catch. The finals for-
mat has been changed for
the Paris competition. Earh-
er, the qualification rounds
and medal rounds were con-
ducted within the space of a
few hours. This time, the
finals will be held a day
after qualification. Former
coach Jovdeep Karmakar,
however, said it will not
affect our shooters,
“Shooters adapt quickly to
rule changes. We have had a
lot of rule changes inthe past
and they pot the hang of it.
This time too they will adapt
tothe new rule change. I do
not see this affecting the
team's chances but the only
thing i we have to keep
them fresh,” he said.

ANISH BHANWALA

MEN
10m air pistol: Sarabjot
Singh, Arjun Cheema

Qualification: July 27
Final: July 28

10m air rifle: Sandeep
Singh, Arjun Babuta

Qualification: July 28
Final: July 29

Trap: Prithwvira) Tondaiman
Qualification: June 25-30
Final: June 30

Eﬂm rifle 3 positions:
Swapnil Kusale, Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar

Qualification: June 31
Final: August 1

25m rapid fire pistol:
Anish Bhanwala,
MVijayveer Sidhu

Qualification: August 4
Final: August 5

Skeet: Anantjest Singh Naruka
Qualification: August 2-3
Final: August 3

SRR

WOMEN

10m air pistol: Manu
Bhaker, Rhythin Sangwan

Qualification: July 27
Final: July 28

10m air rﬂ'lé: Blawvenil
Valarivan, Ramita Jindal

Qualification: July 28
Final: July 29

Trap: Rajeshwari Kurmari,
Shreyasi Singh

Qualification: June 3031
Final: June 31

50m rifle 3 positions: Sift
Kaur Samra, Anjum Moudgil

Qualification: August 1
Final: August 2

25m pistol: Esha Singh,
Manu Bhaker

Qualification: August 2
Final: August 3

Skeet: Raiza Dhillan,
Maheshwari Chauhan

Qualification: August 3-4
Final: August 4

MIXED TEAM
10m air rifle

Qualification and final:
July 27

10m air pistol
Qualification: July 29

Final: July 30
Skeet

Qualification and final:
August 5

ESHA SINGH

Rose shares three-way lead

TROON, JULY 21
Britain's Justin Rose edged
mto a share of the lead at the
Open early in his final round
as the major headed towards
a thnlling concdusion at a
blustery Roval Troon on Sun-
day. The 43-yvearold began
the day one stroke behind
ovemight leader  Billy
Horschel on a tightly-packed
leaderboard but birdies at the
second and fourth took him
to five under. Rose, who had
to qualify this vear, is bidding
to become the first English-
man to win the Open since
Nick Faldo in 1992,
Compatriot Dan Brown,
one of sx players to start
their fourth rounds on three
under, was fading though

after four bogeys m his
opening s1x holes.

Horschel began in superb
fashion with a birdie on the
opening hole but bogeyed
the third before another
birdie at the fourth put him
level with Rose and South
African plaving partner
Thnston Lawrence. After

the chanpeable weather of

Saturday which left 24 play-
ers within six shots of the
lead, the conditions were at
least dry on Sunday but with
a stiff westerhy wind.
Ireland’s Shane Lowry
the champion in 2019, suf-
fered a horrible back nine on
sSaturday and dropped a shot
early in his final round, but
got nto the mix again with

four birdies in five holes to
get back to four under
American Russell Henley
was on four under after a
tidy start featuring four suc-
cessive pars and a birdie on
the parthree fifth, while
compatriot Xander Schauf-
fele was also on four under
after his first six holes.
World number one Scotte
Scheffler was beginning to
mount a charge when he got
to three under but a bogey at
the sixth also left the Amen-
can three shots back. Of the
earbier starters Spaniard Jon
Rahm made a big move as he
went out in 32 strokes to pet
under par although a bogey at
the treacherous 11th hole left
him four behind. — Reuters

Shubhandar Sharma watches his putt on the fifth greenduring his final round. Sharma shot a
l-over and looked set for a top-20 finish. arFn
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Indiancspitch: ~ SC to hear petitions seeking

Extend sops, boost

Vijay C Roy

THIHIINE XEWS5ENVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Industry chambers are abuz
with expectations from the
Union Budget 2024-25 to be
presented by Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday. Industry bodies,
representing the Indian cor-
porate sector. such as the Fed-
eration of Indian Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
(FICCI) and the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII)
expect the Budget wall aim at
creating a roadmap for the
country's economic prowth
for the neat frve vears. Among
the major expectations are:

Set up ministry of investment
Currently, the pmocess of
investment  for  foreipn
investors needs clearances
from several ministries,
including Finance, Home,
Commenrce, Extemal Affairs,
etc.. besides state pgovern-
ments, certain mstitutions
and regulators like the RBI.
SEBL stock exchanges and
banks among others. The CII
has recommended the setting
up an independent ministry
for investment, which could
become the single point of
contact for fachtating foreipn
mvestors seeking to invest in
India as well as Indians want-
ing to invest abroad.

Expand ambit of PLI scheme
The industry chambers are of
the view that there is a need
for revamping and expand-
ing the production-linked
incentive (PLI) scheme to
encourage emplovment gen-
eration. The PLIs should be
expanded to labour-intensive
sectors such as apparels, tovs

ease of doing biz

EXPECTATIONS

and footwear manufacturing.
Also, to cut dependence on
imports, PLIs should be
extended to sectors that not
only have large imports but
also have domestic capability:

Encourage R&D

FICCI has recommended the
government to encourage
expenditure on  scientific
research, the lifeline of busi-
nesses globally, Thewithdraw-
al of weighted deduction in
respect of scentific research
expenditure wall create hur
dles for the *Make in India"”
initiative of the govemment.

Notax on PF interest

According to FICCI, interest
on an employee’s contribu-
tion to higher provident
fund account above Rs 2.5
lakh in a financdal wvear
should not be taxable. Before
FY 2021-22, the interest cred-
ited to the EPF account on
any amount of contribution
was tax-free, Now, acap of Rs
2.5 lakh has been introduced.
Either this should be with-
drawn or the limit should be
doubled to Rs 5 lakh.

Boost to consumption demand
The CIL. in its Budget recom-
mendations, suggested the
government should consider
cutting down taxes on fuel
which will in turn lead to rse
in disposable income and
this, boost consumption.

scrapping of NEET-UG today

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
The Supreme Court will on
Monday take up petitions
seeling cancellation of the
NEET-UG 2024 over
alleged paper leak and oth-
er irre pularities.

A Bench led by CII DY
Chandrachud, which had on
the previous hearing direct-
ed the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to declare cen-

tre and city-wise results of

the medical entrance test,
will hear the matter

The NTA has already com-
plied with the order Some
suocessful candidates have
also moved the top court
opposing petitions seeking
cancellation of the exam.

Sentor counsel Narender
Hooda had on July 18 sub-

TOPPERS NOT JUST FROM COACHING HUBS: GOVT

m The Education Ministry said on S'undéy that studerts from across
the country, and not just those from coaching hubs, had been
abletoscore 700 marks and above in the NEETUG exam

B "Such alarge spread of top searers shows that many candidates
whio were not from the traditional tuition hubs were alsoable to

come inthe topperslist in NEET 20247 the ministry said
B The ministry claimed that the reason behind the rise inthe nume-

ber of studentsscoring

well was dueto its decislonof aligning the

syllabus of NEET with thatof higher secondary

mitted on behalf of the
petitioners that in the
absence of a detailed
result, the petitioners were
handicapped in pointing
out discrepancies in the
NEET-UG and that pub-
lishing the entire result on
the website by the NTA
would bring about trans-
parency on the marks
obtained by candidates.
The Bench, which mchud-

ed Justice JB Pardiwala and
Justice Manog Misra, had
rejected repeated requests
made by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta that the
names of cities and centres
should also be masked.

On the basis of a technical
analysis of NEET-UG 2024
data by experts from II'T
Madras. the Centre had told
the Supreme Court that there
was no indication of mass

Joint drill

4 R

Indian MNaw MARCOs and US

MNawy Seals and Special Forces of other partner nations take

part inthe US' RIMPAC exercise at the Joint Base Pearl Harbour on Sunday. am

India to contribute $1 mn to World Heritage Centre: PM

SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY

THIHENE NEWSSEHCE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Prime DMinister Narendra
Modi on Sunday announced
USD 1 milion contnbutionto
the UNESCO World Hertage
Centre, which works to pro-
tect and preserve cultural
hentage, hodiversity
hotspots, urban heritage and
marine heritage.

Announcing the contribu-
tion after maugurating the
46th World Hentage Commit-
tee (WHC) meeting here,
Muodi said the funds could be
used for capacty buillding,
technical assistance and con-
servation of world heritage
gites inthe countriesin "Glob-
al south’,

India is hosting the World

2,000 delegates taking part in 10-day meet

Hertage Committee meeting
for the first time. The com-
mittee 15 responsible for
managmg all matters of
world heritage. The meeting
15 being attended by more

Govthasrevoked 58-yr-old
ban on staff taking partin

RSS activities, claims Cong

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
The Congress today claimed
that the Modi government
had repealed a more than 50-
year-old order banning Cen-
tral Government employvees
from participating in the
actnities of the Rashtriva
Swayvamsevak Sangh (RS5).
“Fiftv-eight vears ago, the
Centre had imposed a ban on
government employees tak-
mg part in the activities of
the R5S. The Modi Govern-
ment has withdrawn the
order,” Congress spokesper
son Pawan Khera wrote on X,
The party quoted a purport-
ed offical memomndum
155ued by the Ministry of Per-

sonnel, Pubbie Grievance and
Pension dated July 9, which
Ehera attached with his post
on X, The subject line of the
official memormandum read:
“The partiapation of govern-
ment servants in the activities
ofthe RSS - egarding”.
Signed by the Deputy Sec-
retary, it mentioned official
memorandum 1ssued in 1966,
1970 and 1980 on the subject.
The July 9 memorandum
stated that the previous
mstructions had  been
reviewed, and it was decided
to remove the BSS from the
mmpu gned of ficial memoran-
dums. The latest memoran-
dum has been issued with the
approval of the competent
authority, it claimed.

PM Narendra Modi speaks at an event in New Delhion Sunday. Pn
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than 2,000 intemational and
national delegates, During
the meeting spread over 10
days, proposals for nominat-
ing new sites on the World
Heritage hist and state of con-

servation reports of 124 esast-
ing World Heritage proper-
ties will be discussed.

Describing India as a iving
example of an ancient avili-
gsation, Modi said history of
Indiawas also a historyof sci-
ence, Mentioning the iron pil-
lar (kept at the Qutab Minar
complex), Modi said despite
standing in the open for
many centuries, it had
remained free of nist.

“This was an example of
advanced metallurgy that
prevailed in ancient India,”
the PM said. adding that the
temple at Kedarnath was an
example advancement
attamed by India in architec-
ture. Located at an altitude of
30 000 feet, the temple was
constructed in the eighth

century AD by taking into
account the harsh climate
prevailing in the area and the
glamal alignment, Modi said.

He also mentioned Bri-
hadeeswara Temple bult by
Chola kings in the South as
an esample of preat architec-
ture. He said the Dholavira
and Lothal sites in Gujamat
demonstrated advancement
in urban planning and water
management attained n
India dating back to 3.000 BC.

The PM mentioned the
Kashi-Vishwanath corridor,
the Ram Temple in Ayvod-
hva and the Nalanda Umn-
versity, named after the
ancient seat of learning in
Bihar, as some of achieve-
ments of the government
headed by him.

MoD to buy 6 Indiaimade radar planes

Vijay Monan

THIHNE NEW 5SENVICH

CHANDIGARH, JULY 21
The Ministry of Defence has
issued arequest for informa-
tion (RFI) to pmocure smx Air-
borne Early Warning and
Control Systems (AEW&CS),
along with  associated
ground equipment for the
Indian Air Force (IAF).

The offer, aimed at bolster-
ing the IAF's surveillance
capability, is open only for
registered Indian vendors
and Indian original equip-
ment manu facturers,
according to the RFI that
was 155ued on July 19.

The AEWECS provides
long-range radar detection.
Mounted on aircraft, 1t is a
gysterm that comprises a
radar, electronie survelllance
measures, communication
support measures, command
& oontrol, battle manage-
ment system and networkdng
throu gh data links.

The IAF's requirement is for
et-enpine aircraft with an
endurance of at least eight
hours along with am-to-air
refuelling capability, opem-
tional altitude of 40000 feet

CHINA, PAK BETTER EQUIPPED
B The |AF's present fleet of five ABWECS is relatively small as come
pared to India's two haostile neighbours

B China has afleetof 20 Shaanxi KJ-500 20s, four Shaanxi K-200s
and four KJ2000s, while Pakistan has four Chinese 2 DEAO3
Karakoram Eagles and eight Swedish Saab 2000 Erieye platforms

and above, latest navigation
systems and cruise speed
higher than Mach 0.7.

The system's pimary radar
should have a 360°F coverage
and the capability to detect
and track large-bodied aineraft
to slow unmanned aerial vehi-
des having a low-radar cross
section at ranges abowve 550
kkm and flying at heights rang-
ing from 100 feet to 65,000 feet.

An identification friend and
foe  system,  selfprotection
electronic warfare suite, data
inks and a mission suite to
enable seamless integration of
AEW&CS wath the [AF's com-
mand and control gnd for net-
work-centne opemtions are
among other requirements
hsted outinthe RFL.

Vendors can offer a platform
that 15 already customised as
an AEW&CS, or modify a suit-
able aireraft according to spec-
ifications laid out by the IAF A

pre-owned areraft can also be
used for the purpose.

Arcording to sources, the
IAF has projected a require-
ment of 12 AEW&CS, also
known as ‘eves in the skies'to
effectively momtor the air
space along the borders, At
present, it has a fleet of three
ageing RBussian A-50s, based
on the IL-T6 airframe with
Israel avionies and two Netra
aircraft developed indigenous-
Iy by the Defence Research
and Deveopment Organisa-
tion (DRDO).

The DRDO is also actively
pursuing an AEW&CS pro-
gramme and 15 in the process
of developing a new, more
advanced mission suite than
the existing one in the Netra.
Inducted in 2017, a Netra air-
craft was deploved in a com-
bat situation for the first time
during the Balakote opera-
tion in 2019,

malpractice or local set of
candidates being benefitted.
The NTA too has opposed
cancellation of the May 5 test.
However, Hooda had said
unless the petitioners were
given access to the entire
city-wise and centre-wise
result, thev would be
unbale to contest and con-
tradict the claims made by
the Centre on the basis of
the technical analysis.
Hooda eited a Bihar Police
report to assert that the
paper was leaked a day
before the May 5 test and it
could be widespread. The
top court has already made it
clear that any order for con-
ducting the NEET-UG exam
afresh had tobe based on the
concrete evidence that the
sanctity of the entire excami-
nation was widely affected.
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Indiawon'tabandon
its relationship with
Russia, says US NSA

WASHINGTON, JULY 21

There was no tangible evi-
dence of India deepening its
military and technology rela-
tionship with Russia, US
National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan said, asserting
that Moscow which had
become a “junior partner” to
China, was not necessarily
going to be a “great and reh-
able friend” to India in a
future cont ingerncy.

Sullivan made these
remnarks at the Aspen Secunty
Frum in Colomdo, while
respondin g to questions about
the recent visit of PM Naren-
dra Modi to Russia for bilater-
al talks with President
Vladimir Putin.

“*Tthink the bigrest question
15: Do we see tangible evidence
that India is deepening its mil-
itary and technology relation-

‘TALKS IN PANNUN
CASE EFFECTIVE

The cormersation with India
regarding the allegations of a
plot to assassinate aSikh
separatist in the US that
imnohed anindian goverr:
ment afficial had been
“respectful and effective”,
said USs NSA Sullivan.

ship with Russia? And I did
not see tangible evidence out
of that visit that it was deepen-
ing: I didn't see deliverables
in that space,” Sullivan said.

“Don't vou think the bear
hug (with Putin) was signifi-
cant then”™ he was asked.
“Well, Modi has a certain way,
of course, of preeting world
leaders. I've seen it up dose
and personal, actually” Sulli-
van said. — PT1

NDA govtiormed through ‘threats,

intimidation, will collapse: Mamata

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 21
Stating that the Narendra
Modi-led government had
been formed through
“intimidation and threats”,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sun-
day said the Central Gov-
ernment would not “last
long and soon collapse”,

Addressing a massive “Tar-
tyrs’ Day” rally of the TMC in
Kolkata, Banegee, without
naming anyone, also criticised
the BJP's allies in the Nation-
al Democratic Alhance (NDA)
government at the Centre for
giving up ministerial posi-
tions for financial gain.

SP chief Akhillesh Yadav
who was also present at the
event, also daimed that the
NDA government at the Cen-
tre would not last long. He said
communal forces might expe-
rence temporary suecess but
wollld be defeated ultimately:

“This government at the
Centre won't last long and
will fall soon, Such communal
forces want to be in power at
any cost, but those designs
won't succeed,” he said, with-
out naming the BJP or NDA

Deseribing NDA  alhes as

"

West Bengal CM Mamata Baneriee and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

at the Martyrs' Day rally in Kolkata on Sunday. as

COMMUNAL FORCES WON'T SUCCEED

%ﬁ- The Central Govemment won't last long. Such
communal forces want to be in power at any cost, but
their designs won't succeed. Mkhilesh Yaday, s s

“cowands and preedy individu-
als mmterested in financial
mnducements”, Banerjee said:
“Has anvone ever heard of
money being offered instead of
ministries? They are cowards,
shameless and greedy. They
sacn ficed theirown identities.”
Comphmenting Akhilesh
Yadav, Banerjee sawd the
“khel” {(game) he playved in UP
should have made the BIP
government in UP to resign.
However, the pgovernment
continued to remain power by
misusing agencies, she said.
*¥ou cannot intimidate us

MPsto Centre: Reopen

Central Hall where ‘we
buried our differences’

ADITI TANDON

THIH IESE 5 WS SHHV IR

NEW DELHI, JULY 21

The Sunday all-party meet-
ing on the eve of the Budget
session was not about divi-
give 1ssues alone,

Several opposition lead-
ers and some NDA MPs
used the occasion to raise a
matter of nostalgia as they
sought the reopening of the
old Parliaments Central
Hall where parliamentari-
ans, over the wyears, rose
above party politics over
endless beverage servings

perfectly brewed by
staffers of Tea and Coffee
Board of India.

In literal disuse since the
members of Parliament
maoved to the new building on
September 19, 2023, the Cen-
tral Hall still becknns MPs,
said many leaders today.

“In the all-party meeting of
floor leaders chamred by
Defence Minister Rajnath
sSingh, there was a universal
demand for the Central Hall
to be opened again for MPs to
mingle with each other.” Con-
press chief whip in Rajva
sabha Jairam Ramesh said
after the meeting.

Ramesh later said the
Central Hall was a place
where differences on the
floor of the House were for-
gotten and MPs across par-
ties Fathered topgether often.

“It was a place where MPs
could buttonhole ministers
for a conversation, a place
where the media could also
interact with the political
leaders freely,” said the vet-
eran Congressman.

Even when the old Parlia-
ment was being vacated fol-
lowing the mauguration of
the new in September last,
the nostalgia over the Cen-
tral Hall had been the high-
light of the farewell Union
minister Jitendra Singh had
in his speech that day men-
tioned how the Central Hall,
a witness to India’s march
from pre to post-independ-
ence, evoked awe every time
he erossed it.

“Whenever I crossed
through the Central Hall, 1
consciously looked at the
plagque camrving the inscrip-
tion which mentioned that the
Constituent Assembly of
India sat in this hall from
December 1046 to January
195010 frame the Constitution
of India. Looking at this plate
each time giave me a feeling of
a brush with history.” Singh,
reanointed minister in NDA
4.0, had said at the time.

The Central Hall wit-
nessed the sittings of the
Imperial Central Assembly
during the British Rule. Lat-
er the Constituent Assembly
sittings also took place in
the Central Hall.

by misusing agendes,”
Banerjee asserted. The West
Bengal CM sad only Bengal
can preserve the esastence of
India and there can be no
India without Bengal.
Banerjee accused the BIR
Congress and CPM of having a
“tacit understanding” in West
Bengal alleging that their sole
amm was to obstruct develop-
ment efforts in the state. She
said when the West Bengal
Government gave advertise-
ment for jobs or recrutted peo-
ple, these parties filed PILs in
courts to block job creation.

4,500 students
returnfrom
Bangladesh

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

N EWDELHI, JULY 21
The Ministry of Externa
Affairs, on Sunday said,
almost 4500 Indian stu-
dents had returned to India
from Bangladesh so far
Before the deadly anti-quo-
ta protests started in the
nelghbouring country, some
15,000 Indian nationals,
including 8,000 Indian stu-
dents, were in Bangladesh.
The MEA said the High
Commission at Dhaka had
been making arrange-
ments for security escort to
ensure safe travel of Indi-

Officials in contact with
remaining pupis

an nationals to the border-
crossing points between
India and Bangladesh.
Among those who were
facilitated to return were
500 students of Nepal, 38 of
Bhutan and 1 of Maldives.
They also arrived in India.
The High Commission of
India in Dhaka and the
Asszsistant High Commis-
s10ns in Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Sylhet and Khul-
na continued to be in regu-
lar touch with local authori-
ties for the safety and
gsecurity of Indian nationals.
Officials were also in reg-

ular contact with the
remaining students in var-
1015 universities in
Bangladesh.
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Economics times,

Times of India,

Mirror

Financial Express,

Hans india,

Indian Express,
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The Hindu,
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International newspaper

The Economist

The Financial Times
The Observer

The Guardian

The Daily Telegraph
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Daily Mirror

Daily Mail
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The Sun

The Times

The Independent

The Cricket Paper

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
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The Washington Post
The Washington Times
New York Post

Los Angeles Times
Chicago Tribune

San Francisco Chronicle
The Boston Globe
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UAE Gulf News
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Pakistan

Aarb News
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