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4 yrs after life
sentence for
murder, former

BJP MLA set for
early release

. _
i\ B

Ex-BJP MLA Uday Bhan
Karwariya was convicted in
the 1996 murder of SP MLA
Jawahar Yadav (right).

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 20

OVER FOUR years after a courtin
Uttar Pradesh sentenced former
BJP MLA Uday Bhan Karwariya
to life imprisonment for the 1996
murder of a Samajwadi Party
(SP) MLA, the state government
has ordered his premature re-
lease, with Governor Anandiben
Patel approving his mercy peti-
tion, officials said.

The decision was based on
recommendations by the
Prayagraj SSP, the District
Magistrate and a mercy petition
committee — as well as Uday
Bhan’s “good conduct” in jail —
the July 19 order stated. It also
said that Uday Bhan had spent
eight years, nine months, and
eleven days in jail as of July 30,
2023 and that he could be re-
leased if no other case was pend-
ing against him.

The decision comes around a
year after the state government
ordered the remission of the life
terms being served by former
minister Amarmani Tripathi and
his wife Madhumani Tripathi in
amurder case.

On November 4, 2019, a
Prayagraj court sentenced Uday
Bhan (55), his brothers Suraj
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Security forces in Dhaka on Saturday, amid a curfew in response to protests against government job quotas. Reuters

Delhi cautious as Dhaka in siege, over
100 killed in anti-reservation protests

Around 1,000 Indians return, ruling Awami League blames Opp

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

WITH MORE than 100 killed as
protests against job quotas con-
vulse Bangladesh and hold
Dhaka in siege, New Delhi has
been cautious not to comment
onwhatit calls an “internal” mat-
ter. Amid curfew and an internet
shutdown imposed by the
Sheikh Hasina government, the
Indian mission in Bangladesh has
facilitated the return of 978

MUMBAI HOARDING COLLAPSE CHARGESHEET

Indians — 778 through land bor-
ders and another 200-odd
through flights, the Ministry of
External Affairs said Saturday.
The first batch of 245 Indians re-
turned Friday night and the mis-
sion is in touch with more than
4,000 Indian students remaining.

The protests in Bangladesh
against the quota for freedom
fighters’ families in government
jobs has escalated over the last
week, since Hasina’s statement
on July 14 — “If the grandchildren
of the freedom fighters don't get

quota benefits, should the grand-
children of Razakars get the ben-
efit?” — sparked outrage among
young protestors in the country.
The bone of contention is the

30 per cent quota reserved for
families of Bangladesh freedom
fighters in the country’s govern-
ment jobs. Protesters say these are
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Faced pressure from Commissioner to

clear hoarding, say two G

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, JULY 20

TWO GOVERNMENT Railway
Police (GRP) officials, including its
in-house law officer, have alleged
that the then GRP Commissioner,
Quaiser Khalid, put pressure on
them to give a favourable opinion
on the Ghatkopar hoarding,
which collapsed onMay 13 killing
17 people.

The statements of the two of-
ficials — ACP GRP Shahaji Nikam
and law officer Hrushikesh

BEHIND PSMC-TATA VENTURE

Chip dreams: As Taipei takes a short step
forward, Delhi assures a smooth long road

ANILSASI
TAIPEI,NEW DELHI, JULY 20

THAT TAIWAN and India ought
to be strategic partners, espe-
cially in chip fabrication, is a
steady refrain in Taipei City and
New Delhi. Taiwan is an undis-
puted world leader and India is
keen to make late inroads in this
domain. On the ground, how-
ever, the partnership faces chal-

- b i, — —

The collapse on May 13
killed 17 people. File

Shirsat — form part of the 3,299-
page chargesheet filed by the
Mumbai Police.

—_—
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Hsinchu Science Park, the hub of chip making in Taiwan.

RP officials

Nikam, who signed the ap-
proval for the hoarding, has al-
leged that Khalid said he should
be transferred to the control
room for giving an adverse opin-
ion. While signing the file,
Nikam, in written remarks, indi-
cated that he was doing so as per
Khalid’s orders.

The land on which the
Ghatkopar petrol pump and the
hoarding stood was given to the
GRP —whichreports to the state
government — for police welfare
by the state welfare and housing

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

lenges even as there’s a shared
sense of strategic alignment.
Despite a strong nudge by for-
mer President Tsai Ing-wen to
Taiwan’s chip fabrication giants
to consider investing in India,
there’s only one company that
has stepped up — Hsinchu-based
Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp or PSMC,
one of Taiwan’s smaller chip-
makers that fabricates legacy
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Politics of
1971and
@® jobcrisis

EXPLAINED

USING 1971 to push the
Opposition into a corner
isn’t new in the winner-
takes-all politics of the
Awami League, that's
been in power for the last
17 years. All eyes are now
on the court in early
August for an exit route
for the government.

WRITES TO CONSULATE
GENERAL IN MUMBAI

Trial slow and
accused out on
bail: Father of
Dutch woman
assaulted in Goa

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, JULY 20

THE FAMILY of a 30-year-old
Dutch woman, who was al-
legedly sexually assaulted and
stabbed by an employee of a re-
sort in Goa last year, has ap-
pealed to officials at the
Consulate General of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in
Mumbai, requesting their inter-
vention “to speed up the trial”
and to enquire about the case
with the Indian government, The
Indian Express has learnt.

The woman'’s father wrote an
email to Bart De Jong, the Consul
General of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in Mumbai,
lamenting that the trial against
the accused, who s currently out
on bail, was “proceeding very
slowly”. He said his daughter is
still experiencing “day-by-day
the effects of the assault” and
“the fact that he (the accused)
has not been convicted yet does
not help the recovery process”.

“She was almost murdered
and raped by an Indian guy. More

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

From the city of diamonds in Gujarat, two table
tennis players set sights on Paris Olympics gold

PAGE1
ANCHOR

ANILDIAS
SURAT,JULY 20

NOTHING ABOUT Surat screams
sport.

Around the railway station,
one can overhear people talking
about bulls and bears, minutes
before stock markets open. As
one drives further into the city,
past the textile mills and the
bazaars full of sparkling diamond
shops, two young men in this city

of dhandho (business) and dia-
monds have been obsessing over
gold. And they will get their first
shotatitlater this month in Paris.

Surat, a city with practically
zero Olympic sports history and
negligible infrastructure, will
now boast of two Olympian
table tennis players — Harmeet
Desai, 31, and Manav Thakkar,
24.Harmeet will compete in the
singles event andwill also be part
the team event at the competi-
tion with Manav.

Though both are from Surat,
their road to Paris couldn’t have
been more different.

When Harmeet took up table

FI#

wittds s

Harmeet Desai (left) and
Manav Thakkar. Anil Dias

tennis at the age of six, Surat did-
n’t have any sporting clubs and
the only TT table was at St
Xavier’s School, near his house.

Luckily for him, his father
Rajul loved the game, which he
had played at the university
level. Harmeet was introduced
to TT by his father. “There was a
British club where I grew up.
When it was closing down, my
father managed to get one TT
table from there. That's how I fell
inlove with the sport. Harmeet’s
love for TT has come from me,”
Rajul says.

Harmeet's story begins at his
old family home, a massive

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

three-storey blue bungalow that
is now a primary school run by
his mother Archana. It also dou-
bles up as a TT academy run by
his older brother Hraday.
Harmeet was around six
when one of Rajul’s friends
wanted to give away a TT table.
Rajul, then a partner in a stock-
broking firm, thought it was an
opportunity to reignite his passion
for the sport. Since space wasn't
an issue at his house, he assem-
bled the table on the ground floor,
opposite a 12-foot waterfall.
Harmeet’s love affair with
the game blossomed in this very
CONTINUEDONPAGE 11

show 3.5% students

got over 600 out of 720

In 109 centres, share of high scorersis 3
times over national avg; 60 in Sikar, Kota

4,750  23,33,162
Totalcentres : Total students
SCORECARD

Ascore of over 600 was enough to
land a seat in a govt college in 2023

Above700 12,321 10.10
Above 650 130,204 11.29
Above 600 81,550 |3.50
Above 550 :1,42,114 :6.09
Above 500 :2,10,162 :9.01
(* of total students) All figures approx

NEET INNUMBERS

CITIESWITHHIGHEST
NO.OF 650+ SCORERS

City No. of students

Sikar 2,037
Jaipur 1,681
New Delhi 1,326
Kota 1,066
Patna 744
Kottayam 244
Bengaluru Urban 925
Lucknow 459
Kozhikode 456
Malappuram 449

RITIKACHOPRA &
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

COMPLYING WITH THE
Supreme Court’s directions, the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
Saturday released individual
scores of roughly 23.5 lakh candi-
dates who appeared for the
NEET-UG 2024 examination. The

exams ran into a controversy af-
ter reports of question paper leak.
Of the total candidates, a little
over 81,000 candidates (or 3.49 per
cent)scored 600 and above out of
720 marks in the examination
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

CBI NABS NIT GRAD,

2 MBBS STUDENTS
PAGE9

SOCIAL SCIENCE TEXTBOOK FOR CLASS 6
Harappan society is ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati
civilisation’ in NCERT’s new textbook

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,JULY 20

FROM REFERRING to the
Harappan civilisation as the
‘Sindhu-Sarasvati’ and ‘Indus-
Sarasvati’ civilisation, to multiple
mentions of the ‘Sarasvati’ river,
including noting its desiccation as
one of the reasons for the decline

of the Harappan society, toamen-
tion of India having had a “prime
meridian of its own” called the
‘Ujjayini meridian’ — the new
NCERT Class 6 Social Science text-
bookreleased on Friday incorpo-
rates many new elements.
‘Exploring Society: Indiaand
Beyond' is the first Social Science
textbook released by the NDA
government in alignment with

Poor scrutiny
of invigilators,
unsafe internet
link: Panel flags
gaps In exams

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

OUTSOURCING EXAMS to pri-
vate labs which don’t use “safe”
internet connections, use of per-
sonal hotspots to download
question papers, no proper
scrutiny of invigilators, some
exam centres located in se-
cluded areas — these are some of
the concerns raised by a com-
mittee set up to identify short-
comings in testing procedures in
the wake of the NEET-UG row.
This committee, comprising
officials of the National Forensic
Sciences University, National
Testing Agency (NTA) and “spe-
cialised cyber related depart-
ments”, is separate from the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

the National Curriculum
Framework for School Education
2023. It is intended for use in
schools starting from the current
academic session. Unlike earlier,
when there were separate text-
books for History, Political
Science and Geography, the new
textbook is the sole resource for
Social Science.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 11
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FROMPAGE ONE e Chip dreams: Taipei takes a short step forward
NEET-UG results

this year. In 2023, there were
29,351 such candidates (1.43 per
cent of total), and in 2022, there
were 21,164 candidates (1.19 per
centof total).

A score of more than 600 was
good enough to land a seatina
government medical college in
2023.

According to the city-wise and
centre-wise results released by
NTA as ordered by the Supreme
Court, over 100 centres of the to-
tal 4,750 where the entrance test
was held this year had more than
three times the share of high-scor-
ing candidates (scores exceeding
600 out of 720 marks) than the
national average, shows NTAdata.

More than half of these 109
examination centres are located
in Sikar (44) and Kota (16), which
are coaching hubs in Rajasthan. Of
the 44 test centres in Sikar with
high-scoring candidates, more
than half (24) have at least five
times (18 per centand above) the
national average (or 3.5 per cent)
of candidates who scored more
than 600 marks.

Thisis more orlessinline with
the analysis of the NEET-UG re-
sults by IIT-Madras, which the
Centre presented before the
Supreme Court to assert there is
no abnormality in the results to
indicate any large-scale malprac-

tice. A city-wise spread of the top
60,000 rankers in the examina-
tion this year showed 3,405 in
Sikar, 2,033 in Kota and 1,561 in
Patna. Patnahad 1,993 candidates
in the top 60,000 ranks last year.

The Supreme Court had on
Thursday said it wanted to see the
end of the matter by Monday. It
had fixed the issue for hearing
nextonJuly 22.

[IT Madras had, in its analysis,
however, acknowledged an “over-
allincrease in the marks obtained
by students, specifically in the
range of 550to 720”. For instance,
thisyear, 2,321 candidates scored
inthe 700-720 marks range com-
pared with350in 2023,and 99in
2022.Inthe 650-699 marksrange
this year, there were 27,885 can-
didates, whereas there were 6,939
lastyearand 4,583 the year before
that. ITMadras had attributed this
increase to reduction in syllabus.

The report also attributed Kota
and Sikar performance to “these
places having many coaching
classes”. Apart from 24 exam cen-
tresin Rajasthan's Sikar, fourexam
centres, one each in Haryana's
Rewari (Delhi Public School,
Rewari), Hissar (DAV Police Public
School), Bhwani (Delhi World
PublicSchool)and Mahendragarh
(Rao Prahlad Singh Senior
Secondary School) had more than

five times the national average of
candidates with 600 marks and
above. Patna, Godhra, Latur and
Hazaribagh, where test centres
are under the CBI's investigation
for the alleged leak of the NEET-
UG paper, do not show amarkedly
higher proportion of top-scoring
candidates.

For instance, all 70 NEET-UG
examination centres in Patna this
year have a percentage of candi-
dates scoring 600 and above rang-
ing from 2% to 6%, compared to
3.5% nationally. Of the 54 test cen-
tres in Latur, 16 have the propor-
tion of high-achieving candidates
between 6% and 8%. In
Hazaribagh, all five test centres
have 3% to 6% of their total candi-
dates scoring 600 marks or higher.

The Oasis Public School in
Hazaribagh (Jharkhand), whose
designated exam paper was al-
legedly leaked, had 23 (3%) of its
701 candidates score more than
600 marks.

On Thursday, the Supreme
Court had asked NTA to publish
city-wise and centre-wise NEET-
UG 2024 results of all 23 lakh can-
didates, masking their identities,
onits website by 12 pm Saturday.

The question before the Bench
was whether the leak was con-
fined to only two centres or more
widespread.

e Poor scrutiny of invigilators, unsafe internet link

high-level committee of experts
chaired by former ISRO chairman
K Radhakrishnan set up by the
Education Ministry.

According to sources, follow-
ing the recent controversies over
exams including the NEET-UG,
Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gaubaand
Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
held several meetings with Central
agencies to discuss remedial
measures.

“At one of the meetings, it was
decided to constitute acommittee,
comprising officials of the National
Forensic Sciences University, NTA
and cyber units, to identify the
shortcomings, so that a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)canbe
issued for proper and safe conduct
of national-level examinations,”
sources told The Indian Express.

After the committee was set

up in the last week of June, it sent
teams to visit some of the centres
of two exams held subsequently 3
the Foreign Medical Graduate
Exam (FMGE) on July 6, and the
National Common Entrance Test
(NCET) on July 10.

According to sources, multiple
teams visited “10-15” centres
across “two-three states” during
the FMGE, which is conducted by
the National Board of
Examinations under the Health
Ministry. These teams reported
that private labs towhich the exam
had been outsourced were not us-
ing “safe” internet connections,
with personal hotspots being used
to download questions papers in
some cases.

“There are no checks-and-bal-
ances regarding invigilators — in
some centres, the same invigila-

tors had been coming for the last
five to seven years; in other cen-
tres, the invigilators were just 21-
22 yearsold. Moreover, there were
No proper security arrangements
atthe centres. Some exam centres
were found tobe compromised in
terms of security and situated in
secluded areas,” sources said.
Sources said multiple teams
also visited several exam centres
during the NCET, conducted by the
NTA under the Education Ministry
for admission to the integrated
teacher education programme.
Besides the other issues, these
teams also reported gaps in the
procedure to identify candidates.
“The committee members
have started preparing their report
and are likely to submit a prelimi-
nary report to the Centre in the
coming days,” said a source.

logic and memory chips. In the
partnership announced with Tata
Electronics Pvt Ltd (TEPL), the
Taiwanese company is not con-
tributing equity, and restricts its
exposure to providing technolog-
ical expertise on licensing basis.
Areason why this new model
isbeing tried out, said a Taiwanese
executive associated with the pol-
icy aspects of chipmaking, is be-
cause key players want to play it
safe. PSMC is a relatively smaller
company and so has “negotiated a
model where they would not need
to put money on the table.I'm not
sure how this model progresses,”

the executive said.
This is unlike the venture the
other big player, Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC), is undertaking
abroad — the company’s new fab
in the Japanese city of Kumamoto,
two $40 billion facilities in
Phoenix, Arizona, and a commit-
ment to invest nearly $4 billion to
build a fab in Dresden, Germany.

In these new fabs, apart from
significant equity investment,
TSMC, the ninth-most valuable
business in the world, is an equity
partner, and has invested in the
ecosystem; it has taken along its
key vendor base of some 25-30
companies to each of these loca-
tions, and is also undertaking
large-scale training of manpower
on the nuances of chip fabrication,
a high tech-intensive job.

In the Tata-PSMC venture,
much of the heavy lifting is done
by the Tatas, who have no real
chipmaking experience. “Part of
thereason foralack of response by
TSMC or United Microelectronics
Corp (UMC), the other big Taiwan
chipmaker, is because they were
all busy with investment pledges
in the developed world,” the
Taipei-based executive said.

The government, however, is
keen toaddress the apprehensions
of the industry. A senior govern-
ment official was in Taipei this
month to speak with them on is-
sues ranging from the absence of
ancillaries oranecosystemtotech
gaps and dearth of talent. “The
Tatasare avery serious player and
that both sides have enough skin
inthe game,” the official said.

Tata Electronics has main-
tained that the partnership with
PSMC provided it “access to a
broad technology portfolioinlead-
ingedge and mature nodesinclud-
ing 28nm (nanometre), 40nm,
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55nm, 90nm & 110nm and also
collaboration for high volume
manufacturing”. Randhir Thakur,
CEO & MD, Tata Electronics had
said in February during the launch
of the Dholera facility in Gujarat
that the venture would help the
company “serve our global cus-
tomers’ requirements for supply
chain resilience and meet the
growing domestic demand”.

Since the escalation in US-
China tensions,a number of com-
panies, including those from
Taiwan, have looked to diversify
from Beijing and consider alter-
nate destinations for their supply
chains. India has rolled out a $10-
billion chip incentive scheme,
which has found some success in
attracting the one foundry invest-
ment so far (TEPL, with technical
assistance from PSMC).

The factis, for TSMC to be suc-
cessful outside Taiwan, it takes
more thanjustitsexpertise. It takes
its suppliers along so an ecosystem
develops locally for the construc-
tion expertise, material supplies,
and equipment deliveries.

Contrastthat with India, where
PSMC may offer the technology
knowhow, but the task of assem-
bling the intricate supply chain
network or training talent pool is
left to the Indian partner. “It might
be tough for the Tatas to manage
this on their own. There was a
team from the Tatas that was here
recently to be trained by PSMC.
They(TEPL)do not yet have the ex-
periencein the basic stepsin chip-
making, such as designing a clean-
room layout. Chipmaking requires
many more engineers working
across different fields,” a person
aware of the exercise said.

MelTY officials have, however,
maintained thatIndia has the “tal-
entand deep expertise” tobecome
aglobal player in the semiconduc-
tor value chain and that more in-
terest is expected to come in from
global players in fab investments.

From a Taiwanese perspective,
there are also some gaps in the
perceived policy supportextended
by New Delhi. “For chipmaking,
we need to have acomprehensive
ecosystem with every company
located within two hours of driv-
ing time. So if anything goes
wrong, any of the suppliers, the en-
gineers, or the support people can
physically come to the plant and
resolve the problem in less than
two hours, even in the dead of
night. InIndia, the facilities are not

e Dutch woman

than a year ago, the accused was
taken into custody, but after two
months, he was free to goon bail,”
he wrote on June 21.

“Inthe meantime, the accused
is free and we heard that he is
working somewhere else, where
he could commit the same of-
fence... this is unacceptable. We
think because we are not present
in India, the case itself has not
enough priority. We request your
involvement in asking the Indian
government the reason for the de-
lay and trying to speed up the
trial,” he wrote.

He told The Indian Express:
“Since the incident, my daughter
is suffering from traumaandis un-
dergoing therapy. She is unable to
sleep properly. She is triggered
when she sees scars on her body
or if she spots a knife. She is only
able towork a few daysinaweek.
Her main concern is that he (the
accused) will get away without
any consequence.”

Inthereply to the woman’s fa-
ther, Bart De Jong, the Consul
General, wrote on July 2, “It must
be very frustrating for your daugh-
ter and yourself to not see any
progress in your case. Although
India has a sound rule of law, the
judiciary can be very slow. Insim-
ilar cases of protracted proceed-
ings, Indian government authori-
ties point to the independence of
the courts and that they cannotin-
terfere in the legal process.”

The Consul General said:

necessarily being envisaged to-
gether, the fab might be in one
place and the packaging plant is
being planned somewhere else.
There could be political consider-
ations for this kind of planning,”
the person quoted above said.

“The other worry from
Taiwan'’s perspective is the lack of
clarity on India’s ability to deliver
on the supporting infrastructure,
including round-the-clock elec-
tricity supplies, continuous and
pure water availability, and high
grade silicon,” said this person.

In terms of policy, Taiwanese
players share two major concerns:
the fact that MelTY, the nodal min-
istry for overseeing the chip push,
is not in-charge of the skilling ef-
fort, which is under a different
ministry. The otherissueis India’s
unpredictable trade policy, where
duties and new licensing norms
areimposed overnight,and the di-
rection of the tariff lines is broadly
moving upwards.

Further, Indiais not part of any
major multilateral trade deal,
which makes it that much more
difficult to be part of the global
value chain, an imperative for an
item such as semiconductor chips.
There is the concern that India is
focused on tracking its balance of
trade with individual countries. If
aTaiwanese company were to fab-
ricate chips inIndia, a lot of inputs
would be imported, at least ini-
tially,an expert said. There are con-
cerns this could lead toa tradeim-
balance, which could trigger a
sudden duty imposition.

Finally, there are warning signs
being drawn from the Foxconn-
Vedanta deal, touted as the first
chipmaking project before falling
by the wayside.

Kristy Tsun-tzuHsu, the direc-
tor at Taipei-based policy think-
tank Taiwan ASEAN Studies Center
at the Chung-Hua Institution of
Economic Research, described
Indiaasanincreasingly important
country for Taiwan. She, however,
told The Indian Express that much
ground has to be covered by New
Delhi to convert this interest into
actual physical relocations of
Taiwanese production bases from
China in view of Washington’s
trade dispute with Beijing,and the
Chinese military’s muscle-flexing
around Taiwan. She said: “In
Chinese, there is a saying: when
you start to wash your hair, you
have tofinish the job. They (PSMC)
have not even wet the hair yet.”

“Nevertheless, what we will do is
inform the public prosecutor and
the court in Goa about the status
of the process. It will dlemonstrate
that the case has our continued at-
tention and might help in speed-
ing things up. We will keep youin-
formed of any reaction...”

The Indian Express reached out
to Bart De Jong via email on
whether they have approached
the Indian government, but did
not receive a response.

The woman arrived in Goa for
ayoga retreat on March 28, 2023
and checked into a resort. Around
2 am that night, the 28-year-old
accused, a bartender-cum-waiter
at the same resort, allegedly
barged into the woman’s tentand
tried to sexually assault her. When
she shouted for help, the accused
allegedly stabbed her multiple
times in the abdomen and upper
back. Eureco Dias, who lived
nearby and had rushed to help,
was also stabbed multiple times.

Goapolice had arrested the ac-
cused, who is from Uttarakhand,
the next day. The accused was
charged under IPC sections in-
cluding attempt to murder and as-
sault with intent to outrage mod-
esty. On September 16, 2023, he
was released on bail by a sessions
court. The court said since the
probe was complete and the ac-
cused was in judicial custody, he
could be released on bail. The
court had directed the accused not
to leave Goa without permission.
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e Delhi cautious as Dhaka in siege

discriminatory as they benefit
families of ruling Awami League
which dons the mantle of the free-
dom movement. Protestors want
the quotas to be scrapped.

Significantly,about 4 lakh can-
didates apply for some 2,000-
3,000 government jobs every
year. But the large-scale mismatch
in demand and supply in the job
market in Bangladesh is one as-
pect of the challenge.

Atthe heartof the protestslies
the contestation between those
aligned with the Awami League
and those who are not. This is
linked to the politics of historyand
identity in Bangladesh divided
along the deep faultline of descen-
dants of freedom fightersand the
1971 Liberation war veteransand
those who oppose the ruling
Awami league, led by Hasina.

Hasina has defended the
quota system, saying that veter-
ans deserve the highest respect for
their contributions to the war, re-
gardless of their political affilia-
tion. There have been claims by
the Awami League that some of
the protesters are backed by the
Opposition BNP and the banned
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh.
Using 1971 to push the Opposition
intoa cornerisn’t new in the win-
ner-takes-all  politics  of
Bangladesh. But Hasina, whose
government has cracked downon
the Opposition over the last 17
years in power, isalsodealing with
thereality thatan estimated two-
thirds of the population was born
after 1971. So, for the vast majority,
the 1971 liberation war and the
freedom struggle that started
with the 21st February language
movement is part of history and
their parents' memory. That's why
Hasina’s invoking of history and
the Awami League’s lacks reso-
nance among the youthwho have
hit the streets.

That is the conflict which the
Bangladesh government finds it-
self with the protesters, who are
questioning the legacy of the free-
dom fighters. And they have
owned the “Razakar” label —with
the slogan “chaite gelam Adhikar,
hoye gelam Razakar” (we sought
our rights, we became Razakar).

However, a senior official in
the Bangladesh government told
The Indian Express thatonly 10% of
jobs under the 30% quota for the
freedom fighters’ families get
filled, the rest goes to the merit-
based system.

Inall, 56% of government jobs
were reserved for various quotas:
30% for families of freedom fight-
ers, 10% for women, 10% for peo-
ple fromunderdeveloped districts,

5% for indigenous communities,
and 1% for persons with disabili-
ties.In 1996, as the number of free-
dom fighters' quota claimants
dwindled, the government ex-
tended the quota to include chil-
dren of freedom fighters and, in
2009, it was expanded to include
grandchildren of freedom fighters.

In 2018, amid protests by job-
seeking students, the Hasina gov-
ernment scrapped all quota facil-
ities for first-class and
second-class government jobs.

On June 5, the High Court
ruled that the 2018 government
circular abolishing the quota sys-
tem was illegal, effectively rein-
stating the quota system.

The government appealed the
decision, and the Appellate
Divisionissued astatus quoonthe
High Court order. Following this,
students again protested demand-
ing reform of the quota system.

Protests have escalated since
Hasina’s statementon July 14,and
there were violent clashes be-
tween the protesters and the po-
lice. Now, the Bangladesh govern-
ment has brought in the Army to
impose a curfew and a complete
internet shutdown so much so
that media outlets are unable to
even update their websites.

Bangladesh soldiers, a Reuters
reportsaid, patrolled the deserted
streets of Dhaka Saturday during
a curfew. A suspension on inter-
netand text message services has
remained in place since Thursday;,
cutting off Bangladesh from the
world. Overseas telephone calls
mostly failed to connect while
websites of Bangladesh-based
media organisations did not up-
date and their social media han-
dles remained inactive.

For Dhaka, the best case sce-
nario will be the Supreme Court’s
decision to scrap — or, atleast, stay
— the quotas, which can become
a face-saver for the government.
That is likely to be a possible sce-
nario, according to observers.

India’s mission in Dhaka has
asked Indians livingin Bangladesh
to avoid travel. It has been careful
not to comment on the turmoil
since Hasina is one of the “most
reliable” leadersin the neighbour-
hood - she was the first head of
state tovisitIndiain the third term
of the Modi government.

So, while itis quietly trying to
assist its own nationals and their
repatriation to India, MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal de-
scribed the violent protests in
Bangladesh as an “internal” mat-
ter. Around 15,000 Indians includ-
ing 8,500 students are currently
residing in Bangladesh.

e Mumbai hoarding

department. According to sources,
since the land belonged to the
state government, the BMCrules,
which limit a hoarding to a maxi-
mum size of 40X40 feet, should
have applied and the operator of
the hoarding was liable to pay tax
to the BMC.

In his statement to the Crime
Branch, GRPlaw officer Shirsat has
said that when his legal opinion
was sought in May 2021, he sub-
mitted an initial draft report stat-
ing that the BMC's permission
would have to be taken. But Khalid
allegedly cited the opinions of a
legal firm and aretired Judge, who
said that as per the Railway Act,
the land would come under the
Railways. This ensured that the
hoarding size could increase and
no tax was payable to the BMC.
The hoarding operator, Ego Media
Private Limited, paid a monthly
rent to the GRP for its welfare ac-
tivity,as per the norms. Shirsatal-
leged that Khalid asked him if he
knew more than the legal firm
and the retired Judge, and in-
structed him to set aside his initial
report and prepare a fresh report
in line with these opinions.

The Crime Branch found that
the law firm was paid by Ego
Media director Bhavesh Bhinde,
instead of GRP, for the report. The
police pointed out that in legal
matters, opinion is sought from
the law and justice department or
other such government depart-
ments, not a private firm.

When contacted, Khalid, who
has since been suspended, told
The Indian Express: “The Crime
Branch probe should be about the
hoarding which collapsed. These
issues like whom the land be-
longed to should not be part of
their probe. While seeking the
opinion of the retired judge and
the law agency, I had specifically
mentioned that theland belonged
to the state government and
sought opinion on whetherunder
Section 232 of the Indian Railways
Act, 1989, it would come under
them. There is no question of con-
cealing this information.”

Asked what prompted him to
seeklegal opinion on whether tax
had to be paid to the BMC, Khalid
said: “If it was Railways'land, then
we would get more funds for wel-
fare from the company as they
wouldn’t have to pay BMC tax.”

In his statement, Nikam has
said that in November 2022, he
wrote — on the file for setting up

the hoarding — that permission
would have to be sought from the
DGP's office. He alleged that
Khalid admonished him, and told
him to sign the approval.
Eventually, Nikam signed the doc-
ument, but indicated, in his writ-
ten remarks, that it was done as
per the Commissioner (Khalid).

Responding to this, Khalid told
The Indian Express: “We knew the
land belonged to the state govern-
ment. His opinion was sought on
whether the hoarding should be
taxed by BMC. He did not apply his
mind to what was written on the
file. Now, everyone is creating al-
ibis to protect themselves.”

Khalid has alleged that the
hoarding was constructed after he
was transferred. “It was my suc-
cessor, Ravindra Shisve, during
whose tenure the hoarding was
constructed and rent was accrued.
There were complaints during his
tenure but he didn’t act,” he
claimed. As per records, a total of
six complaints, including two
from BPCL, were received during
Shisve’s tenure. While Shisve re-
fused to comment, records indi-
cate that within days of him taking
charge on December 19 last year,
the GRP had received complaints
from BPCL. When the complaint
was finally put before him in
January by his staff, Shisve noted
on the file: “Very shocking and
surprising that this is put up be-
fore me after 40 days.”

In April, he wrote to the DGP's
office, suggesting that the hoard-
ing should be given post-factoreg-
ularisation. The DGP's office re-
sponded that the hoarding didn’t
comply with its policy. It said it
was not correct that Shisve was
recommending the hoarding be
regularised when it had rejected
a similar proposal earlier (during
Khalid’s tenure). Shisve then
wrote to the DGP office, saying he
had suggested regularisation as
the hoarding had already been
cleared during Khalid's tenure. He,
however, said the final decision
was with the DGP. The DGP office
did not respond to this.

Inits chargesheet, the Mumbai
Police SIT has named four persons,
including Bhavesh Bhinde, the
current owner of Ego Media, its
former owner, an architect who
gave safety certificate,and the per-
son who constructed the hoard-
ing. The SIT has told the court that
its investigation is on and it may
file asupplementary chargesheet.
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Police arrest
manayear

after he stole
Rs 60 lakh

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch ar-
rested a man after he ab-
sconded with around Rs
60 lakh that he had al-
legedly stolen from his
employer. Police said that
the accused, Mangal
Tiwari (24), had been
evading arrest since the
case had been filed a year
ago. “Mangal had been
pulling rickshaws since
then in Rohini and said
that he had bought a car,
some jewellery and some
household items using the
money,” said DCP(Crime)
Satish Kumar. ENS

NDMC begins
3-daydrive
tocleanbell
mouths of

drainage ducts

New Delhi: The New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC) Saturday laun-
ched a three-day drive to
check and clean all the
bell mouths of drainage
ducts along its roads to
prevent waterlogging
due to rains. The NDMC
has 8,704 bell mouths
along all its main
roads under the six divi-
sions of Road Engineering
Service. The six road di-
visions are headed by ex-
ecutive engineers who
report to the superinten-
dent engineers, a state-
ment said. PTI
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‘WARNING’ NOTICES PASTED ACROSS PREMISES

Sewage leaking from ceiling, unclean toilets:
Noida's top paediatric hospital in shambles

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA, JULY 20

“PLEASE MAINTAIN a safe dis-
tance while visiting. The screw
bolts of stone slabs of all tow-
ers of the main building of the
institution and other residen-
tial buildings have loosened.”
These public notices were
pasted across Noida’s Super
Speciality Paediatric Hospital,
awarning to patients and their
families issued by the insti-
tute’s director as the building is
in shambles.

The 240-bed hospital, spread
over 50,000 sgm in Sector 30, is
the only such facility in Delhi-
NCR and the only government
hospital in Noida that treats can-
cer in children. Around 150 chil-
drenvisit the OPD every day. The
hospital also caters to patients
from Rajasthan, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh.

Last Thursday, when The
Indian Express visited the hospi-
tal, water was seeping from the
ceiling, filling the visitors’ room.
The washrooms were filthy and
the stench was so strong that it
reached the visitors’ room. The
bathroom for women has been
locked permanently while the
doors of other washrooms can-
not be locked from the inside.
Among the 11 elevators in the
hospital, only four were func-
tional. The dispenser for clean
drinking water wasn’t func-
tional. Rats were roaming
around everywhere.

Nearly two weeks ago, a
portion of a false ceiling had
collapsed in the visiting
room of the children’s NICU

(Neonatal Intensive Care Unit)
after which the area was

New criminal laws pose fresh
challenge for veteran lawyers:
Learning each section afresh

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

FOR BOTH the judiciary and the
public, the crime of murder was
once synonymous with dafa
(section) 302. But that is no
longer the case. Under the new
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
which has replaced the colonial-
era Indian Penal Code (IPC),
‘murder’ is now Section 103.

“Chaar sou Bees” or 420 (the
IPC section) referred to fraud
or cheating. However, these
crimes now come under
Section 318 of the BNS.

Rape incidents — earlier un-
der Section 375 of the IPC — are
now booked under Section 63.

Since July 1, when the three
new criminal laws came into
force, Delhi’s veteran lawyers
said they were facing a new and
unexpected challenge after
decades of legal practice: learn-
ing every section afresh.

Apart from BNS replacing
IPC, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) has replaced the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA) has replaced
the Indian Evidence Act.

“All the provisions were at
our fingertips,” said senior advo-
cate Pramod Dubey. “Now we
will have to double-check every
time we prepare for an argument
in court. It will take years to
memorise the new sections,” he
added. “The government should-
n't have changed the sections. It
would have been easier to have
the same numbering,” he added.

K C Mittal, former chairman
of the Bar Council of Delhi, also
expressed discontentment.
“Nobody has learnt the new sec-
tions yet... This will increase the
work of judges as well as
advocates,” Mittal, who has
been practicing law for over 52
years, said.

“Advocates with many years
of practice will have to go back to
law college,” he added, stressing
that there is going to be “total
chaos” inthe courts for some time.

Referring to the increase in
the maximum period of police
custody to 90 days, he claimed
that the new laws give “unbri-
dled powers to police”. “We
could be heading towards a po-
lice state,” the veteran said.

On the provision of Zero FIRs,

(From top) Former
Chairman of Bar Council of
Delhi K C Mittal; Senior
Advocate Pramod Dubey;
Advocate Rajiv Mohan

wherein police stations any-
where in the country canregister
an FIRirrespective of the location
of the occurrence of crime,
Mittal said quashing an FIR
will now be difficult for the ac-
cused. “Imagine that an offence
takes place in Delhi and the
Maharashtra Police files an FIR.
The FIR would be transferred to
the police station of jurisdiction
but for the quashing of the FIR,
the accused might have to travel
to Maharashtra,” he said.

He further added that the
provision of time-bound investi-
gations under the new laws is
“redundant”. “In other Acts too,
there exists a provision for com-
pletion within a time-period... for
example the Industrial Disputes
Act. Trials in those cases are not
being completed on time at all.
This is just an eyewash,” he said.

Senior Advocate Pramod
Dubey pointed out some “incon-
sistencies” in the provisions of

the BNSS. He referred to Section
223 of the BNSS, which says that
“no cognizance of an offence
shall be taken by a magistrate
without giving the accused an
opportunity of being heard”.

“If the accused is given a right
to be heard before trial and if
cognizance is still taken against
him, this means that his defence
was rejected by the court —what
then is the purpose of trial?” he
asked, adding that this could
lead to accused persons going to
higher courts in record numbers.
“The laws could end up increas-
ing the pendency of cases in our
higher courts as well,” he added.

Mittal also flagged an addi-
tional sub-section to Section
153B of the IPC — ‘Imputations,
assertions prejudicial to national
integration’ — in the BNS.

In the IPC, 153B had three
sections. This, in the BNS, is now
Section 197 (1). It has four sub-
sections. The additional section,
197(1)(d) of the BNS, adds a sec-
tion in the offence titled “makes
or publishes false or misleading
information, jeopardising the
sovereignty, unity, and integrity
or security of India”.

“Any media person writing
an article can be accused of pro-
viding misleading information
and tried. Earlier, there was no
such provision. This could have a
chilling effect on the overall free-
dom of expression,” Mittal said.

Rajiv Mohan, who has been
practicing as an advocate for
30 years, further complained,
“There has been no proper train-
ing of lawyers regarding the new
criminal laws.”

“It is correct that the bulk of
provisions of the old laws have
been retained in the new laws
and every section is re-num-
bered...but if afew changes were
required in the existing laws,
they could have been achieved
through amendments,” he said.

Calling the new laws “police
centric”, he asked, “Who will
police the police and judge
the judge?”

However, lawyer Ashok
Aggarwal, who has been practic-
ing for 48 years, said, “We are all
used to such changes. A lawyer
or a judge has to read the provi-
sions of law repetitively and this
is required to understand and
apply the law and there is no
need to memorise the provisions
of the law.”
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(clockwise from top) Inside
the visiting room of

the children’s NICU, a

copy of the notice, the
parking/basement of

the hospital. Abhinav Saha

dilapidated condition,” said hos-
pital director Dr Arun Kumar
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Singh. “It is because the quality
and planning of the entire con-
struction is faulty.”

The director added, “In our
building (hospital), the sewage
water goes to the minus 2 base-
ment, and is then brought up to
the ground floor using pumps.
There is a lot of leakage and
sewage water seeps through.
This is why the walls, roof, every-
thing is falling.”

The facility was constructed
by the Noida Authority in 2015.1t
was planned by the then BSP
government in 2008 and inau-
gurated by former UP Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav.

“When personally informed
him (CEO Noida Authority,
Lokesh M) a few months ago, he
deputed two of his officers to
visit the hospital,” Director Singh
said. “But ever since then, thereis
silence,” he claimed.

CEO Lokesh M could not
be contacted despite repeated
attempts.

Singh also said the AHUs (Air
Handling Units) are installed on
the second floor, which leak wa-
ter and lead to seepage inimpor-
tant areas where the operation
theatre and ICUs are located.
“This is heavy machinery and
cannot be shifted,” he said.

The hospital administration
had, in fact, raised the issue with
the department concerned a
year ago which had asked for a
map. “Once we gave the map,
they said there is no proof the
building was built according to
it. If it was a matter of repair of
Red Fort or Jama Masjid, would
anyone ask foramap? You come
and physically verify,” Dr Singh
emphasised.
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Dr Singh said the hospital’s
maintenance budget is around
Rs 10 to 15 crore per year. “This
includes sewage, electricity,
diesel requirements, laundry
and other outsourcing,” he said.

Inside the hospital, families
of patients said the situation is
alarming.

“It is scary to be here,” said
Vishakha Sharma, 24. “But [ am
here for the sake of my child. It
feels like this building might fall
any time.” Sharma is the mother
of a one-month-old girl, who has
been admitted here for the last
two days for “difficulty in breath-
ing”, and has come from Khoda
in Ghaziabad.

Gautam Chaudhary, 27, who
works in a private construction
company in Noida’s Sector 70,
has been here with his three-
month-old son for nearly a
month. “The smell in the visi-
tors’ room is unbearable. You
can see for yourself,” he said.
“The washrooms are flooded
with water. The AC has not been
functioning for the entire month
I've been here,” he claimed.

Sima Chauhan, 21, from
Noida’s Sector 49, said nobody
would stay inside this building if
they had an option. “My one-
month-old girlis admitted here,”
she said.

“Nothing works here. The
lifts are defunct. The water keeps
dripping from the ceiling.”

An official said sewage wa-
ter has been seeping from the
roof for the last two years.

“I have been seeing this for
the last two years. Despite
multiple complaints to author-
ities, nothing has changed,”
he said.

Rs 4 cr ‘power bill’ leaves
Noida resident in shock,
discom says ‘system error’

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA, JULY 20

AT 11.29 AM on Thursday, Noida
resident Basant Sharma was
shocked to see an SMS from
the Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited (UPPCL)
stating that his electricity bill for
the last three months was a
whopping Rs 4 crore.

Sharma, a resident of
Shramik Kunj in Sector 122, is
an employee with the Indian
Railways and is currently un-
dergoing official training in
Shimla. The bill, he said, was is-
sued in his wife Priyanka
Sharma’s name. “I'was shocked
to see the bill,” he said.

Sharma said that for all other
months, he received a bill of Rs
1,490. “My house is on rent and
after seeing the bill, I called up
my tenant and informed them
of the SMS. They told me they
have been using only basic ap-
pliances,” said Sharma.

The SMS stated that his elec-
tricity bill is Rs 4,02,31,842 crore.
It also mentioned that if the bill
was paid on or before July 24, he
could avail of a discount of Rs
2,84,969.88.

UPPCL Executive Engineer
Shiva Tripathi said there was no

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

As per an SMS, it was
stated if the bill was
paid on or before July
24 he could avail of a
Rs 2,84,969.88 discount

such bill. “It was only a system-
generated message because of
some technical error in the com-
puter system,” he clarified. “In
our system, the bill was on hold.”

He also said there was no
complaint from Basant in this re-
gard. “We were informed of the
bill by the head of the Residents’
Welfare Association after which
the bill was rectified on Thursday
and a fresh bill of Rs 26,000 was
sent to him,” Tripathi said.

RWA head Umesh Sharma
said that two days ago, he re-
ceived a call from Basant. “He in-
formed me that his electricity bill
was over Rs 4.02 crore and his
house is rented. We also got wor-
ried, hearing this,” Umesh said.
“Thenwe contacted the electricity
department and asked them to
figure this out,” said Umesh.

He also requested the elec-
tricity department to fix these
errors so residents do not face
any problems in the future.
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MAX: 37

2.1°C above normal
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SKYWATCH

Light rain/thunderstorm

MIN: 28

0.3°C above normal

Mayor seeks
allocation of
Rs 10,000 crore
from Centre
ahead of Budget

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

DAYS BEFORE Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is set to
present the Union Budget,
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) Mayor Shelly Oberoi
Saturday claimed that “step-
motherly” treatment has been
meted out to Delhi.

The Mayor’s remarks come a
day after Delhi Finance Minister
Atishi made similar remarks in
an attack on the ruling BJP.

In a letter to Sitharaman,
Oberoi asked for “a fair and eq-
uitable” share of the Centre’s
funds for development and
maintenance of the Capital.
“Despite numerous appeals
from the Delhi government, no
substantial action has been
taken to address the issue of dis-
parity in funds,” she said.

The MCD Mayor in her letter
further said, “Delhi, as the national
capital and one of the highest con-
tributors to the national economy,
pays a substantial amount in
taxes. In the fiscal year 2023-24,
Delhi paid a staggering Rs 2.07
lakh crore in income tax and Rs
25,000 crore in CGST (Central
Goods and Services Tax). Yet, the
MCD has been facing extremely
unjust behaviour over the last few
years, receiving nothing from the
central government.”

Uttar Pradesh’s ULBs (urban
local bodies) receive Rs 13,432
crore annually, Maharashtra gets
Rs 7,000 crore, and Bihar receives
Rs 6,000 crore, she said. “It is of
utmost importance that the
ULBs are supported with suffi-
cient financial resources... the
MCD caters to 2 crore residents,
providing essential services such
as primary education, healthcare
facilities, and solid waste man-
agement, similar to ULBs in other
states,” she said.

The Mayor requested an allo-
cationof Rs 10,000 crore from the
central government, “represent-
ing a mere 5% of Delhi’s total tax
contribution”. Giving a break-up,
Oberoi said Rs 5,000 crore will be
utilised to enhance sanitation and
cleanliness, funds to the tune of Rs
3,000 crore will be used to repair
and upgrade roads in residential
colonies, and funds worth Rs
2,000 crore will be used to beau-
tify and maintain colony parks.

The MCD Mayor also ad-
dressed a joint press conference
Saturday with Atishi, where the
Delhi Minister continued to lash
out at the central government.

On Friday, Atishi’s remarks
drew a sharp response from
Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva. “Itis shameful that Ms
Atishi, who is demanding Rs
10,000 crore in the budget, is
hiding the fact from the public
that the central government
spends more than Rs 11,000
crore each year solely on the
Delhi Police,” he had said.

AAP steps up attack on Delhi L-G,
protests over ‘illegal Ridge massacre’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

IN WHAT it described as the “il-
legal Ridge tree massacre”, the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Saturday staged a protest, accus-
ing Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena of allegedly ordering the
felling of trees in the eco-sensi-
tive area of Satbari in South
Delhi’s Chhatarpur. As contro-
versy continues to simmer over
the matter, the Delhi Congress
alsodemanded the constitution
of a special committee, compris-
ing environmental experts, to
look into the “reckless tree
felling” at the protected Ridge.

Outside its Rouse Avenue of-
fice, AAP leaders and workers
formed a human chain with
those who were part of the
protest. Wearing masks with the
L-G’s pictures, the demonstra-
tors brandished replicas of saws
and trees for a symbolic hacking.

“The Supreme Court hasbeen
repeatedly asking the Delhi
Development Authority on whose
ordersit cut down 1,100 trees ille-
gally. But DDA officers were busy
concealing the truth behind this...
none of them told the Supreme
Court the L-G visited Ridge area
and gave verbal instructions to cut
the trees,” Delhi minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj alleged.

AAP stages a protest outside its Rouse Avenue office,
Saturday. Praveen Khanna

“If they had taken about 5-
10% of land from every farm-
house, then the road could have
been widened without harming
the trees but instead of doing
this, the trees of the Ridge were
cut to benefit the owners of the
farmhouses,” he further claimed.

Inresponse, a senior govern-
ment official contended that “it
was not the L-G’s permission,
that was misread by the DDA.”
The official also said “notification
for exemption wasissued by the
Department of Environment
and Forests on 14.02.243.
Permission was issued by Tree
Officer on 15.02.24.”

Meanwhile, Delhi Congress
president Devender Yadav, de-

manding the constitution of the
special committee, alleged that
the erosion of the city’s tree
cover was responsible for ex-
treme changes in climate profile
of the Capital. “The probe should
also cover how trees have been
transplanted under a policy de-
cision taken in 2018... the Sheila
Dikshit-led Congress govern-
ment had imposed a strict policy
against tree felling and took great
pains and initiative to enhance
the Capital’s tree cover,” he said.

Alleging there was “huge cor-
ruption” behind the unautho-
rised tree felling in the area,
Yadav said “a scam was at play”
as he demanded action against
everyone involved.
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Domestic

help steals

jewellery to buy
DSLR for YouTube
channel, arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

AWOMAN, who worked asado-
mestic help in Delhi, aspired to
expand her digital footprint on
YouTube and Instagram by pro-
ducing “high-quality” video con-
tent after leaving her “abusive”
husband behind in Rajasthan. To
fulfill her dream, she allegedly
stole gold and silver jewellery
from her employer’s house in
Dwarka to buy an expensive
camera and was arrested, police
said on Saturday.

On July 15, Prashant Rana, a
resident of Dwarka'’s Sector-12,
filed a police complaint, alleging
that a pair of gold bangles, a sil-
ver chain, and a pair of silver an-
klets went missing from his
house the day before. The do-
mestic help was the only out-
sider to visit his house on the day
the theft happened, he further
alleged, adding that the maid
was hired just four days back.

The address of the accused
was tracked down using her mo-
bile number but she wasn’t
found there, said police. While
her mobile was switched off, of-
ficials added, police recovered
the society’s CCTV footage.
Officials noted that she took an
e-rickshaw from the society’s
gate on the day of the theft after
leaving Rana’s house. She got off
the rickshaw in Dwarka’s Sector-
6 and took another one to
Rajapuri Chowk, as per officials.

The rickshaw driver was
tracked down as the area where
she deboarded the rickshaw did
not have CCTVs installed. "The

driver then took the police to the
house where he dropped the
suspect. Police found her at the
house, packing her bags to leave
Delhi," said Ankit Singh, DCP
Dwarka, Delhi.

Initially refusing to accept the
charges, the accused eventually
broke down, police said. The Anti
Burglary Cell of Dwaraka district
arrested her.

Questioning revealed that
Neetu,30, the accused, is from
Behrod village of Rajasthan
where she lived with her hus-
band. But her husband, an al-
leged drug addict, used to beat
her, she told police.

For a better life, she left him
and came to Delhi some years
ago. She started working as a do-
mestic help, and opened her
own YouTube and Instagram ac-
counts, police said. After making
some videos and reels, she was
told by someone to get a profes-
sional DSLR camera to produce
high-quality video content.

As sherealised that the cam-
era would cost her lakhs of ru-
pees, she approached her family
members for a loan but to no
avail, police was told.

After being employed at the
complainant’s house some days
back, she allegedly noticed some
gold and silver jewellery in the
house.

On July 14, she allegedly stole
the jewellery to sell it off and
fund her aspirations.

Police said the jewellery has
been recovered, and an FIR un-
der section 305 (theft) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
was registered at Dwarka north
police station.

GMDA to upgrade water boosting
tanks to provide quality supply

Gurgaon: The Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) has begun
upgrading all water-boosting
tanks under their and the
Municipal Corporation’s juris-
diction to provide high-quality
drinking water in the city, an of-

ficial said. Following this, the
Chief Executive Officer of GMDA,
A Sreenivas, met a delegation
from the South Korean Company
Hansamkora Limited. They dis-
cussed the proposal of providing
all tanks with stainless steel lin-
ing. PTI

STUDENTS’ VOICE

AYUSH students stage a protest demanding exemption from the National Exit Test (NEXT) for
old batches, at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Many health facilities
employing unqualified
staff: Medical body

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

FLAGGING THAT many health
facilities, including hospitals
and nursing homes, were em-
ploying unqualified or under-
qualified medical staff to deal
with patients, the Delhi Medical
Council (DMC) Saturday asked
the managements of such es-
tablishments to verify the cre-
dentials of their employees.

The Council’s notice comes
in the wake of action by the
Delhi Police against 22 persons,
including a doctor employed at
a prominent private medical fa-
cility and Bangladeshi nation-
als, for their alleged involve-
ment in the operation of a
kidney racket.

“It has come to the notice of
the Delhi Medical Council that
many hospitals, nursing homes
and other clinical establish-
ments using modern medical
sciences (allopathy) are em-
ploying doctors/medical staff
who are either unqualified/un-
derqualified or qualified in
other branches for the treat-
ment of patients,” the public
notice, issued by DMC president
Dr Arun Gupta and Registrar Dr

Girish Tyagi, read.

“This is against the law and
apunishable act. Therefore, it is
requested that all hospital own-
ers check the credentials of em-
ployees,” the Council stated.

It also advised visiting doc-
tors to “make sure that your pa-
tient is under the care of quali-
fied persons only”.

It further added that such
doctors would be held respon-
sible for any deficiency of serv-
ices to their patients.

The council further asked all
hospitals, nursing homes and
clinical establishments to
“check the facilities available
with them and admit patients
accordingly only”, adding that
health facilities must make sure
that all regulations required by
the law, including fire safety,
were complied with.

Six newborn children had
died in a blaze at the Baby Care
New Born Hospital in East
Delhi’s Vivek Vihar on May 26.
In addition to not having an
NOC from the fire department,
the facility was also found unfit
on several mandatory counts
including structural issues.

It had also employed an
Ayurvedic doctor for allopathic
procedures.

Dhaba owner,
waiter stabbed
over delay in
serving salad

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,JULY 20

A WAITER and the owner of a
dhaba in Greater Noida were al-
legedly stabbed with a knife by
two customers after there was a
slight delay in serving salad, said
police. Both the accused have
been arrested.

The incident took place at
around 10 pm on Thursday at
‘Vishal Hotel’ in Achchheja in
Badalpur police station area, said
officials. The two accused have
been identified as Amit Kumar
and Sanjay Singh.

Rajpal Nagar, the dhaba
owner, said that Amit and Sanjay
came to the roadside eateryinan
inebriated state. “After they asked
foraside of salad, the waiter gota
bit late. Impatient, they took a
knife and stabbed him,” he
claimed. “Irushed to save him,
but then they attacked me with
the same knife. I received stitches
inmyhand,” headded. The waiter
is also recovering after suffering
injuries.

The accused also allegedly
abused them and threatened to
kill them. Badalpur SHO Amresh
Singh said that both the menwere
arrested immediately after receiv-
ing the complaint.

‘WILL APERSON DELIBERATELY BE SICK?’: ATISHI

L-G expresses ‘concern’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

ARVIND KEJRIWAL'S health and
dietary intake behind bars be-
came the focal point of yet an-
other political tussle on
Saturday with the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
hatching a “sinister plot to kill”
him.

The AAP’s fresh attack
prompted the BJP's allegation
that the AAP convener was de-
liberately consuming low-calo-
rie food to “lose weight and gain
sympathy” to be able to secure
bail. This was after Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena’s office
wrote to Chief Secretary Naresh
Kumar, expressing concern
over the “non-consumption of
prescribed medical diet and
medications” by the Delhi Chief
Minister in jail.

Calling his statement unfor-
tunate, Delhi Minister Atishi hit
back saying, “Does the L-G think
that any person will deliber-
ately make himself sick like
this?"

In the letter, the L-G’s office
stated, “This Secretariatis in re-
ceipt of a report of
Superintendent (Prison) re-
garding the Health Status of
Hon'ble Chief Minister...”

“The report brings out the
fact that there are several in-
stances of wilful low-calorie in-
take...despite sufficient home-
cooked food being provided to
him.”

“The diet monitoring chart
indicates that between 6th
June, 2024 and 13th July, 2024,
the Hon'ble CM had not fully
consumed the prescribed diet
for all three meals of the day.
The report also suggests loss of
weight (now 61.5 kg which ear-
lier was 63.5 Kg on the date of
surrender-2nd June, 2024).
Prima facie, it appears to be due
to less calorie intake,” it added.

On June 18, as per Saxena’s
letter, insulin appeared to have

L-G citeda
prison
reporton
health of
CM while
Sachdeva
targeted
Kejriwal.
File

not been administered to
Kejriwal or was not recorded by
the prison authorities. Quoting
the prison report, the letter
noted “significant variations”
between glucometer test read-
ing and the CGMS (continuous
glucose monitor) readings “on
most days”.

“Glaring discrepancies be-
tween glucometer test readings
and CGMS readings need to be
verified by appropriate medical
authorities. On July 6...the
Hon'ble CM did not consume
the prescribed diet during all
three meals...OnJuly 7, the pre-
scribed diet was again not con-
sumed...and on that day...in-
sulin before dinner was refused
by Hon'ble CM,” flagged the let-
ter.

The letter further said that the
L-G “expressed concern on the
non-consumption of prescribed
medical diet and medications”
by the Chief Minister. The L-G
“has also asked that reasons
thereof may be ascertained
from him, since deviations from
the same also could have med-
ical and legal ramifications,” it
read.

It added that prison author-
ities “may advise” the Chief
Minister “to strictly adhere to
the prescribed dosage of medi-
cine and insulin”, apart from the

over CM’s health, flags
‘wilful low-calorieintake’

diet specified by the dieticians,
given that he has a history of
Type-I1l Diabetes Mellitus un-
derlining the need to establish
“strict protocol” of monitoring
his blood sugar levels “to avoid
any ambiguity” in this regard.

In retaliation, senior AAP
leader Atishi underlined that
the Chief Minister’s sugar levels
had “dangerously dipped below
50 multiple times, risking coma
and brain stroke”.

“The statement of the L-G is
very unfortunate and I think it
does not befit a constitutional
head of the state. Arvind
Kejriwal has been suffering
from diabetes for 30 years, very
acute diabetes and when some-
one has serious diabetes, what
is called hypoglycemia, falling
sugar level is a very dangerous
sign,” she said.

“This is a conspiracy of the
BJP. The BJP knew that Arvind
Kejriwal would get bail from the
Supreme Court which is why
they forcefully got him arrested
by the CBI. They know that the
longer he stays in jail, the more
his health will deteriorate,” she
added.

Countering Atishi's claim,
Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva alleged that the re-
fusal to take insulin in jail was
“a conspiracy by Kejriwal”.

“The Tihar Jail
Superintendent's letter clearly
states that Arvind Kejriwal, who
was given home-cooked food,
as per the Supreme Court's di-
rective, was deliberately con-
suming low-calorie food be-
tween July 6 and July 13 to lose
weight to gain sympathy in the
bail matter before the court,”
Sachdeva alleged.

“Arvind Kejriwal is a very
cunning person and is aware of
the legal grounds on which he
can get bail. Hence, he was con-
tinuously trying to lose weight
deliberately so that he could
claim before the court that his
weight is decreasing in jail, and
therefore, he should be granted
bail,” he added.

BRIDGE

Dealer: South Vulnerable: East/West

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2487

If its your

Birthday

y QUICK CLUES
NORTH EAST ACROSS
a7 1. Unmistakably (9)
®763 4 1083 6. The conductor's wand (5)
®QJ3 9. Assembly(7)
4 QJ106 495 10. Connecting(7)
| MAKS3 08764 11. Dusk(6)
12. Driver(8)
14. Playback singer ___Narayan (4)
WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 15. Not shortened (10)
D¢ 18. Court game (10)
pass 304 pass  INT %g EOIISE (4) . .
. Emphasised, repeate
pass — pass  pass embarrassing facts, etc.(6,2)
Your partner leads the five of spades and dummy's jack wins the trick. At 24. C.hatter oridle gossip (6)
trick two declarer leads the queen of diamonds from dummy. This goes 26. Pigout(7)

around to your partner's king. He returns the two of hearts and you play the
jack. It wins. What choices are you considering?

Either you return your partner's original lead, spades, or you return his last
lead, hearts.

Itiscleartoleadaheartback. Your partnerliked spades initially but you could
not help him. West has changed suits. What you need to do is discern if
Westisleadinga heart because he likes them better than spades or because
he wants you to lead a spade back to him. If he had the AQxxx of spades, he
might well wish for you to return a spade.

When your partner switches suits in the middle of the defense, look at the
card he led in the new suit.

If itis a big card, it implies no interest in the suit. He is hoping you can getin
and lead back his original suit. Ifitis alittle card, he is saying he likes this new
suit and wishes to work on it, not his first suit.

The Westhand: S-Q9652 H-K1042D-AKC-102
The Southhand:S-AK4H-A98D-87432C-QJ

East continues with the queen of hearts and that gets your side two dia-
monds and three hearts. Only a heart switch by West and a heart continua-
tion by East will do the job here.

Dealer: South Vulnerable: Both

| NORTH SOUTH
& AKQ64 & 5?2
¥( ®AJ10983
4869 4 AK3
. #J854 % /2
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
He
pass 1S4 pass He®
pass L pass JHe®
pass iHe® pass pass
pass

South playsin4H after North's well-judged raise to game on the fourth round.
A nice choice. West leads the jack of diamonds, threatening to set up a dia-

27. Tractof grassland (7)
28. Wayin(5)
29. Disprove (9)

DOWN

1. Failed explosive (4,5)

2. Capital of Tamil Nadu (7)

3. Nonsense(6)

4. Hounds(4)

5. Choler(10)

6. Geniality (8)

7. Striving or slaving ? (7)

8. Period of darkness (5)

13. Made drunk or intoxicated (10)

16. Not the same (9)

17. Inaharsh and austere manner
(8)

19. Branch of knowledge (7)

21. Spoke (7)

22. Market in India (6)

23. River at Lyons (5)

25. Chooses or selects (4)

CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

1. Commanding officer was
deprived of liquor, it's mother's
milk tous! (9)

6. Goatuniversity and make it
more lively (3,2)

9. Telephoning or going round (7)
10. Insects display five hundred ripe
transmutations onaship(7)

11. Cathy's rocking the boats (6)

12. No occasion for generosity in the
interim ? (8)

14. Youthful wild ones maybe going
down when given porridge (4)

15. He was to arelatively large extent

on the watch (3,7)

18. It takes the father and mother of
amind to produceit ! (5-5)

20. Gangs require a doctor qualified

24, Half bids small inislands of Alice
Town (6)

26. Discharge large quantity of
bombs perhaps (3-4)

27. Asignof confusion (3,4)

28. Agreed with the two boys (5)

29. Place to avoid in the old west?
(54)

DOWN

1. Grooming tool will spice
search (9)

2. Injured lion snubbed for this art
work (7)

3. Angry enough to take one's coat

off 7(6)

Scraps enjoyed by students (4)

Stymie at which golfers danced

withrags ?(6,4)

Nag Point off this Devon resort

(8)

‘Urinate on half-a-dozen?'.

‘Quiet!’, quoth the querulous (7)

8. Where ski-loving German is in
training (5)

13. Overbearing attitude of one
surrendering ? (10)

16. Uneasily, I've style - right?
Wrong! (9)

17. Inamanner of speaking, one
may give a single weapon like

vk

N o

21. One incomplete game, or one
outside game with paper? (7)

22. Central unit of measurement
about 500500 (6)

23. They may be smoked in peace !

Sunday July 21

Your lunar alignments mesh perfectly
with the beginning of your personal
solar year. Today's stars favour impulsive
invitationsmand unexpected journeys
and alively lies ahead.

Monday July 22

This is the time to venture forward,
putting new irons in the fire and
signalling your commitment to a new
way of doing things.

Tuesday July 23

Success is all a question of the carrot
and the stick, and you need to offer
people incentives as well as penalties
when you get them to do as you wish.

Wednesday July 24
Colleagues and close companions will
supportyour opinions - just for a change.

(5) But, then, you might learn something

25. Grand to be free of lines all over
the map! (4)

Solutions to 2486

QUICKCLUES Across: 1 Stinky, 4
Predator,10 Oatmeal,11 Desktop,12
Tore,13 Enterprise, 15 Salver, 16
Decrypt, 20 Patella,21 Averse, 24

beneficial from their criticisms.

Thursday July 25

The Moon dominates everything about
your life over the next few days, setting
you on edge in a positive way but also
encouraging you to bring your precious

Originally,26 Vayu,28 Madeira, 29 goa]s to fruition.
Convict,30 Absolute,31 Oncall

Down:1 Shortest,2 Interalia,3 Keep,

5 Redeemed,6 Disapprove,7 Tutti,8 Friday Ju]y26

Ripped,9 Sling,14 Beneficial, 17 Per
capita, 18 Pleasant,19 Rebuttal,22
Moomba, 23 Cluck,25 Indus,27 Inon.
CRYPTICCLUES Across:1 Candle, 4
Stabling, 10 However, 11 Imagism, 12
Bout,13 Maskedball,15 Tannoy, 16
Treated,20 Cardoor,21 Heroes, 24
Brain-child, 26 Spit,28 lll-fame, 29
Gruyere, 30 Expresso, 31 Lyceum
Down:1 Cohabits,2 New Guinea, 3
Lave,5 Trickery,6 Board-games,7
Ibiza,8 Gamely,9 Freak,14 Golden
gate,17 Eco-sphere,18 LochNess, 19
Isotherm,22 Oblige,23 Clogs,25 All-

It's a sensitive moment, and you may
find it very easy to be preoccupied with
your own needs. Yet, you will become
aware of a partner's hopes and desires.

Saturday July 27

The stars indicate nostalgia for passions
past, yet don't fall into the trap of
judging the present according to what
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YOUR WEEK AHEAD

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
been confusion
around domestic

@ There may have
relationships, but

with Mars so energetic this

should begin to clear up. If you

handle emotional affairs with
confidence, you'll be able to
take amore enlightened
approach with partners.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Enthusiasmis your
major strengths. For
that simple truth
you can thank

optimistic, vivacious Venus, or

you can take pride in your own
ability to think positively. Do,
though, carry on with all those
little essentials that get you
through your daily routine.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Spend as much
time as you
need considering
the practical

consequences of your actions.

What you believe to be true

may be as important as what

is true. Will others agree? It
might work out if they don't.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
This is no time to sit
at home wondering
what to do next.
Mars, the most

energetic planet by far, advises

you to get out and actively
seek opportunities. You might
even agree to take partin
pursuits which you once
thought were way beyond
your capabilities. News which
was mislaid finally arrives.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

The current jovial
planetary picture
brings hope,
optimism and the
will to create a better future.

Life gets better as the week

progresses, so make full use of

offers and opportunities that
come your way. Professional
passions should be exercised
to the full, by the way, for
enthusiasm will always
impress employers.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Consider travel
plans, especially if
foreign parts are
beckoning. The

point is that you crave change

- and somewhere, somehow,

your life needs added interest

from a dose of something
utterly different. Family
pressures must be settled, as
you can't leave any emotional
loose ends lying around.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
with your business
zones so, in spite of

@ The Moon is aligned
justified caution,
should improve. You'll be able
to think clearly for a change,
facts make no sense when
taken out of context.
The Moon is setting
@ up emotional
partners the
advantage. There might not be
issues, if there doesn't seem to
be any way that you can win.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec23)
You're on a twelve-
@ main word of
advice is to work
results. From the seeds you
sow now, great things should
time. You might have to ask a
partner to delay domestic
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The tide has turned
@ now moving your
way. This happy
may seem, even apparent
difficulties and obstacles are
results: sometimes good
fortune comes aboutina
that others share any benefits.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
alignments with the
very foundations of
that, if everything is going
according to plan, domestic
fewer problems thanin the
past. However, the prospect of
reinforces your need to keep a
clear and cool head at all times.
The stars are
@ smiling on you. A
movement is taking
place in upper reaches of your
suggests that you may be
called away from your normal
open up. You will almost
certainly be able to charm

your financial prospects
but must understand that the
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
challenges, giving
too much point in forcing
Co-operation s the key.
year cycle, so the
hard and not to expect instant
result in even twelve months'
plans, at least just for now.
and everythingis
fact means that, strange as it
conspiring to create welcome
curious guise! Make very sure
Intensive lunar
e your chart indicate
affairs will now be causing
amajor financial change
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
certain amount of
horoscope, which strongly
pastures, and new vistas could
others with your poetic words.




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JULY 21,2024

7|

Under the visionary leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, we are committed to the holistic
development of our state, leveraging
its natural beauty, rich cultural
heritage, and immense potential.
Through sustainable policies and
strategic initiatives, we aim to foster
economic growth, improve
infrastructure, and enhance the quality
of life for all our citizens. Our goal is to
make Uttarakhand a model of
progress, where tradition meets
innovation, and every individual can
thrive in a conducive environment
for prosperity and well-being.”
Pushkar Singh Dhami
Chief Minister ”

Uttarakhand’s
‘organic’ tale
of success

UOCB has played a vital part in
the organic cultivation movement
In India, setting up vast supply
chains and developing the
‘Organic Uttarakhand’ brand

Registration Act of 1860, the Uttarakhand

Organic Commodity Board (UOCB) functions
as the nodal agency for boosting organic farming
in Uttarakhand. UOCB's mission is to help
Uttarakhand develop as the organic capital of
India, acquiring sustainable rural growth via
organic agricullure methods

The board’s measures span farming and allied sec-
lors, including horticulture, medicinal aromatic plants
and herbs, and animal husbandry. UOCB is divided
into four key wings: the Technical Cell, the Training
Cell, the Certification Cell, and the Marketing Cell. The
Technical Cell recognises groups inclined 1o embrace
organic agriculture, forms ftarmer groups and creates
cultivation technigues. The Training Cell furnishes
farmers with the required aptitudes via demon-
strations, training sessions, and different academic
materials. The Certification Cell encourages organic
certification for farms and stores, while the Marketing
Cell promotes organic produce to B2B customers via
exhibits and panels.

In recent years, UDCB's endeavours have
demonstrated noteworthy oulcomes. In 2019,
farmers under UOCB's direction partook in 35 fairs
and exhibits, yielding T28 lakh in sales and building
a market worth 2210 lakh. By 2020-21, despite
the problems posed by the pandemic, farmers still
partook in 11 fairs, achieving 18 lakh in sales and
yielding a market worth 285 lakh

UOCH has played a vilal part in the organic
cultivation movement in India, setting up vast supply
chains and developing the 'Organic Uttarakhand'
brand. Their offerings contain different grains and
cereals like Dehradooni Basmati Rice, Pusa-1
Basmati, Red Rice, and wheat. The spice range
includes bay leaf, black jeera, corlander, ginger, and
turmeric. The pulses range Includes black chickpeas,
black gram, kidney beans, and lentils, along with
millets such as bamyard millet and finger millet
Further, they olfer apple juice, detergent powder,
groundnut, herb oils, honey, mustard oil, soapnut,
sugar, temperate fruits, and fresh vegetables

F ormed on May 19, 2003, under the Societies

STRENGTHENING RURAL ECONOMY, PROMOTING LOCAL PRODUCE

Driven by the vision of PM Narendra Modi, the Uttarakhand government led by CM Pushkar Singh Dhami
has undertaken various initiatives that promote and market the hill state’s well-crafted products. A
significant step in this direction is the formation of ‘House of Himalayas’, a flagship brand created

to bring Uttarakhand’s high-quality, genuine products to both domestic and global markets

'House of Himalayas

stination Uttarakhand

ADVERTORIAL

BOUSIIII rural economy of Uttarakhand & ooz oo
ment on the rem le
PICS: DIPR, UITTARAKHAND GOVERNMENT : progress achieved in the last few
s Lvdd s el i gl g A ey . years. This has been made possible
' \ known for their uncompromising qua promote Uttarakhand's products - : .
==\ and premium craftsmanship, which meetintemational standards of quaity.  + DY Sustained policy push and focus
sets them apart from mass-generaled This initiative resonates with his vision - on key sectors such as tourism and
alternatives. of Vocal for Local, Local to Global', . :
Authenticity Assured: Focused on advocating for the giobal pomotion o~~~ »  Tenéwable energy. Alongside, the
L b e ocal products By acknowledging e+ - state has made significant strides
experiences, the produc exceplional Uttarakhand'’s organic e
initiative go through rigorous quality and traditional products, the Prime . in infrastructure development,
o '*“”ﬂ:gm verifying g"“ﬂf” SR e ﬂmm‘f:m . setting new benchmarks for
E'Hﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ! I [ communihes : - .
Community Commitment: Choosing building sustainable Inelihoods . sustainable growth. Uttarakhand's
House of Himalayas means supporting : : -
th local commules tvough meaningh  CM PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMPs | commitment to hamessing {ts natural
social initatives, and promoting positve ~ E-COMMERCE PUSH . resources and promoting tourism has
change with every purchase Yel another noleworthy aclion was taken i
Open Sourcing: The initiative prioritises 1o increase the visibility and accessi- . not only bﬂiSi&fEd s g:mwmy but also
complele transparency when it comes bility of the state’s products on July 5, showcased its potential on the global

CM Pushikar Singh Dhami presenting ‘House of Himalayas' brand products o
PM Narendra Modi at GIS 2023, Dehradun

estied in the lap of the
Himalayas, Uttarakhand is
well-known for its beautiful
landscapes, along with its rich
treasure trove of organic and traditionally
prepared products. identifying the
untouched potential of these products
and the demand o strengthen rural
livelihoods, the Uttarakhand government
has been working actively by
undertaking several schemes.

ABOUT "HOUSE OF HIMALAYAS'
On December 8, 2023, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi founded ‘House of
Himalayas" during the Global Inveslor
summil of Uttarakhand, marking it as
an unparalieled initiative. This initiative
sought to capsulise various small-scale
brands and products under one strong,
cohesive identity. The purpose of House

of Himalayas is to improve the business
apportunities of these unique products,
which include goods made by Self-Help
Groups (SHGS), crafters, individual
entrepreneurs, and community-based
societies.

The state boasls of a wide range of
organic products that are nutritionally
rich and have very littie chemical impact.
While a few private players exist, the ma-
jority of these products have not tapped
into a broader consumer base. Therelore,
House of Himalayas seeks lo close this
gap by offering a robust platform that
ensures quality assurance, provides ex-
pert business guidance, and implements
effective marketing stralegees.

KEY DIFFERENTIATORS OF
HOUSE OF HIMALAYAS
Superior Quality: House of Himalayas

to sourcing materials and production
processes, thus ensuring consumer trust.
Sustainability Focus: With sustainable
sourcing and produchon practices, the
mﬁmmmﬁmmamm

Experience: A

holistic experience is
offered by enclosing
compeliing storytelling,
educational insights, and &
IMmersive programmes
that enhance every
CONSUMEr joumey.

LAUNCH BY PM
NARENDRA MODI

2024, The Chief Minister of Uttarakhand,
Pushikar Singh Dhami, in association .
with Amazon India, initiated House of :
Himalayas into the e-commerce giant’s -
platform. This initiative is aimed at

CM Pushkar Singh Dhami with Radhika Jha, secretary,
rural development, and other officials, signing an Moll
The launch of "House with an e-commerce platform for House of Himalayas

of Himalayas' by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi celebrated a
noteworthy milestone in Uttarakhand’s
journey towards economic autonomy
and rural advancement. Al the Global
Investor Summit, the Prime Minister

making the state's products available to
a more expansive consumer base, both
within India and the global markets.

Al the launch event, heid al the
secretariat, CM Dhami bought local

stage. | applaud the state’s dedication
to inclusive development and look

- forward to its continued success

in the years ahead.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

products, representing the state's loyaity to sustaiming
its own. He stressed that the primary objective of
House of Himalayas is 1o lake Uttarakhand's local
products to an intermational level. The CM emphasised
that most of the processing and production of these
products is camied out by seif-help groups, thereby
strengthening the livelihood of women and rural
communities.

Radhika Jha, secretary, rural development,

highlighted the strategic categonsation ol products
under House of Himalayas. These comprise Gi-tagged
products, organic and food products, and scented
products, each undergoing category-wise branding to
improve their market presence.

A step to promote local
handloom & handicraft

The craftsmanship of Uttarakhand, embedded in age-old practices, has been a

significant basis of livelihood for regional people for years

n the domain of conventional
craftsmanship, Uttarakhand's handioom

sarees maintain a unigue position alongside
well-known products from other states. The khand's handloom and handicraft products

craftsmanship of Uttarakhand,
embedded in age-old practces,
has been a significant basis of
Iivelihood for regional residents
for years. Realising the prospect
of this dornain for further job
prospects and financial evolution,
the Uttarakhand government
founded the Uttarakhand
Handloom & Handicraft
Development Council (UHHDC)
A registered society set up
by the government, the UHHDC
functions as the apex body for
the overall growth ol hand-
looms and handicrafts in the
slate. Ils task is 10 encourage,

direct, and manage the state's craftspao-

ple, enabling sustainable work via the

promotion of handicrafts. Under the repuled
iabel *Himadri', UHHDC has emerged as a

halimark of quality and genuineness for

craft products stemming from Uttarakhand
The ‘Himadri’ label promises that buyers
acquire authentic, handcrafted products,

while also assuring appropriate revenue for

the crafters’ hard work and talent

PIC - DPFL UITTARAMMAMND GOVE FE-H'#E M1
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UHHDC's measures 10 facilitate Uttara-

@ . __

spread far beyond the state. Beneath the
Himadri brand, these magnificent products
are showcased al presligious occasions
such as Craft Bazaars, Dilli Haat, Inter-
national Trade Fairs, and the Surajkund
Mela. Crafters from Uttarakhand have the
chance to show thelr creations to a wider
audience, eaming praise and fondness for

their craftsmanship. Himadri showrooms
are strategically situated in major places
such as Dehradun, Uttarkashi, Haldwani,
Haridwar, and Uttarakhand Sadan in New

Delni, assuring overall accessibility

yp lothese special products.
: UHHDC has developed a beneficial
/ coltaboration with the wedl-known
| e-commerce platform Amazon,

handicralts internationally, This

sale of handicraft products worth
lakhs of rupees, gamenng global

craftspeople are fumished with a
forum 1o showcase their skill to

a global audience, assunng their
art is valued and chenshed on a
multinational level

UHHDC diligently puls up multiple art
fairs, exhibits, and promolional occasions
throughout the year. These endeavours

fumish crafters wilh a venue to exhibit their

dexierities as well as play a vital part in
maintaining and elevating Uttarakhand's
rich cultural legacy.

in addition lo physical Showrooms,

extending the reach of Uttarakhand's
alliance has resulted in the flourishing

] praise and honour. Via this endeavour,

FIC DIPA UTTARAKHAND GUVERNMENT

Doon Silk:

Empowering artisans,
reviving tradition

As the nodal agency of the government,

Doon Silk is a label under the Uttarakhand Cooperative Silk
Federation (UCRF) and is committed to maintaining and
restoring the ancient silk-weaving customs of Uttarakhand

~

The Uttarakhand Bamboo and Fiber
Development Board stands as a testament 1o
nature s grace and sustainability, presenting
a range of bamboo and nettle products
that emphasise the best offerings of the
Himalayan province. Among their beautiful
innovations are bamboo and netlle lamps,
carefully prepared by traditional crafters from
Uttarakhand. These lamps, featuring tender
cuts, splits, and complex weaves, are made
using nettle fiber fabnc oblained from the
Himalayan foothills. The oval lamps emit a
gentle, warm glow, effortlessly mixing natural
radiance with grace, enriching any indoor
area with their light.

Underscoring an aco-nendly and
sustainable lifestyle, the board also offers
a senes of bamboo botties. Each bottle is
enveloped in a mgh-quality bamboo shell with
a long-lasting stainless-steel interior, assuring

LITTARAKGHAND G

Objectives and Vision

The primary objective of the ODTP

scheme is to boost the traditional
and crafl industnes

By dentifyng and developing
iocal products, the scheme
seeks to place these products

an the nabional and intematbional
slage, thereby enhancing thew

marketability and economic value

This inibiative aligns with Prime
Mimister Narendra Modi's vision
of sustainable rural development
which emphasises the importancs

ol promoting local products o spur

ECONOMIC growth

epaper.indianexpress.colm

of Uttarakhand

Uttarakhand Bamboo and Fiber Development
Board: Saga of Himalayan sustainability

durable performance while reducing plastic
waste. This sieek product Nawlessly ilustrates
the synergy of fashion and sustainability.

The board's foray into eco-textiles is
charactertsed by the introduction of Himalayan
néttle, a unique natural fiber, Flourishing
between heights of 1200 to 2900 meters in
the temperate and sub-tropical Himalayas, this
perennial plant presents manifold opportunities
Conventional apparel made from nettie fiber,
which dates back thousands of years, is
undergoing a revival. Nettie fiber fabncs, known
for their intrinsic thermal charactenstics,
anbmicrobial leatures, and ressstance to
wrinkiing, redefine convenience and fashion

The Uttarakhand Bamboo and Fiber
Development Board helps the environment and
sustainabie living as well as empowers craflers
and encourages marginal tnbal communities
through promaoting nettle fiber products.

fibers, Doon Silk Is dedicated to

protecting our surmoundings and
ecosystem while providing magnificent
handioom products. The brand's
offerings contain silk, wool, cotton,
bichhua (nettle), and hemp, all selected
for their minimal environmental effect.

Each Doon Silk product is a
testament to the talent and artistry
of Uttarakhand’s farmers, reelers,
weavers, crafispeople, and dyers
The label's detailed craftsmanship
assures that each articie maintains the
highest measures of quality, gaining
the confidence and respect of buyers
globally. By concentrating on handioom
methods, Doon Silk maintains
conventional techniques as well as
furnishis sustainable job prospects to
more than 6,000 people in Uttarakhand
Doon Silk's dedication 1o purity

is depicled in its 100% natural fiber
guarantee. This commitment to quality
has helped the brand achieve a firm
foothold in both national and global
markels. With products such as silk
sarees, coats, stoles, and shawls,
Doon Silk caters to a myriad clientele,
assuring that these imeless articles
stay available at unbeatable costs

The global market has especially

H ighlighting the usage of natural

adopted Doon Sk, with considerable
exports 1o Europe and the US. The label's
products have acquired overwhelming
reactions, additionally fuefing the need
for Uttarakhand's conventional silk
weaving. By selecting Doon Sillk, buyers
pget excellent products and contribute to
the financial empowerment of proficient
craftspeople in Uttarakhand.

in nature, Doon Silk is a crusade
committed to maintaining legacy,
encouraging sustainability, and
empowering residents. By means of its
uncompromising dedication 1o quality
and custom, Doon Silk persists in
making a deep mark, one beautifully
prepared product at a time!
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‘WILL FLOAT FRESH TENDER ONCE IN POWER’

Budget Session begins tomorrow, how an
assertive Opp is preparing to outflank Govt

All-party meeting today, Opp parties to provide wish list of topics they want to discuss in House

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

LAST MONTH, the Opposition
adopted an aggressive approach
in the first session of the 18th Lok
Sabha, leading to continued dis-
ruptions even during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ad-
dress to the Lok Sabha. This is
likely to continue in the Budget
Session beginning Monday with
the Opposition looking to corner
the government on various is-
sues, from recurring railway ac-
cidents to NEET to militant at-
tacks in Jammu and Kashmir.
With the first session that be-
gan in June being a brief one, the
coming session will be the real lit-
mus test for the successful func-
tioning of the new Lok Sabha.
Oppositionleaders have expressed
their desire to “discuss and debate”

Signals Mamata
is expected to
send at TMC’s
Martyrs’ Day
event today

First public
address
after Lok
Sabha polls

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JULY 20

HOT ON the heels of its resound-
ing victory in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in West Bengal, followed by
a sweep in the Assembly bypolls
lastweek, the TMC is all set for the
July 21 Martyrs’ Day rally in
Kolkata's Dharmatala, the biggest
eventinits annual calendar.

The rally will see the first pub-
lic address by party chairperson
and CM Mamata Banerjee after
the poll triumphs. Apart from the
TMC top leadership, including
party number two Abhishek
Banerjee, Samajwadi Party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav is also ex-
pected to address the rally. “We
invited Akhilesh. If the weather
remains okay, he will come,”
Banerjee said Saturday. Party in-
siders said the CM had invited R]D
leader Tejashwi Yadav too but he
is abroad. Some representatives
of Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
(UBT) may also attend the event.

Before the rally, Akhilesh is
scheduled to meet Banerjee at her
residence. “After the rally, Mamata
Banerjee, Abhishek Banerjee,and
Akhilesh Yadav may hold ameet-
ing on the Opposition’s strategy
for the Budget Session,” said a
TMCleader.

For years now, Banerjee has
used the rally to set the TMC’s
roadmap for the next 12 months.
“This year, the main focus will be
on measures for rectification
within the party and the prepara-
tions for the 2026 Assembly polls,”
said a senior TMC leader, adding,
“Presence of Akhilesh, other IN-
DIA leaders will be good adver-
tisement for the party.”

Meanwhile, some sources
said former TMC leader Shovan
Chatterjee could be a surprise
presence on the dais. Chatterjee
joined BJP in 2019 but distanced
himself after he was denied a
ticket for the 2021 Assembly polls.

Sasikanth

NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

SASIKANTH SENTHIL, a first-
time Congress MP from Tamil
Nadu’s Tiruvallur, grew up listen-
ing to stories of untouchability
in Mathur, his father P
Shanmugam’s home town.
Senthil was also taught the val-
ues of the Constitution, facets of
which had bettered his father’s
life and that of his own, he says.
“My father, who had faced
the brunt of casteism, grew up
on benefits for Dalits enshrined
in the Constitution. He studied
in government schools and col-
leges, stayed in government hos-
tels and homes, and studied to
become a judicial officer,”
Senthil told The Indian Express.
So, when the BJP government
abrogated Article 370 of the

but only “if the governmentis will-
ing to let Opposition voices be
heard in Parliament”.

The customary all-party
meeting before a Parliament ses-
sion will be held on
Sunday during which
the Opposition will
list the topics it wants
to discuss in the ses-
sion and also bring up

EXPLAINED

added. Days after visiting the vi-
olence-hit state onJuly 8, Leader
of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
had said that the Congress and
the INDIA alliance would raise
the need for peace in
Manipur “with full force
in Parliament” to pres-
sure the government.
The Opposition may
® prefer to focus on educa-

the issue of the elec-
tion of Deputy Speaker. Though
the Budget, to be presented on
Tuesday, will be the focus of the
three-week-long  session,
sources said the Congress-led
Opposition would prefer to use
the floor of the House to discuss
unemployment and rural dis-
tress too. The continuing crisis in
Manipur, the issue that triggered
vociferous protests in the first
session, is also likely to have an
echoin the coming Session, they

tion and railways — two
areas on which they can put the
government on the mat — during
the department-related discus-
sion on the Budget.

Although the Opposition is
armed with a range of issues
over which to grill the govern-
ment, the ruling party said it ex-
pects its rivals to allow
Parliament to function smoothly.
“Traditionally and generally, the
Budget Session is only to discuss
the Budget and itis not derailed.

Budget is the most important
thing and the country cannot
run without it. So, [ expect the
Opposition to be constructive
and pass the Budget without any
chaos,” Nishikant Dubey said.

Congress MP Manickam
Tagore said, “We all expect the
Opposition voices also to be
heard. We just do not want to be
disrupted by the ruling benches;
we are ready to discuss people’s
issues. We want the session to be
more productive.”

Some Congress MPs said
Birla’s statement on Emergency
immediately after his re-election
in the previous session —amove
seen as an attempt to single out
the Congress and divide the
Opposition — had already left a
bad aftertaste. Congress MP Hibi
Eden said: “We were ready to
speak, the Leader of the
Opposition spoke. But whenever

the right of a member is cur-
tailed, we would be forced to in-
tervene. The Manipur member
was not allowed to speak and
thatis when we went to the well
of the House. We wanted a dis-
cussion on NEET. We are ready to
cooperate... But unfortunately,
the provocation was always from
the Treasury benches. People
who are part of the government
shout slogans in the House. The
remark on the Emergency, from
the responsible higher authority,
is something we cannot accept.
[t was unnecessary.”

Eden added, “We have so
many questions on develop-
ment, about NEET, about
Manipur and many issues re-
lated to people.... We want the
Treasury benches to cooperate.
Now that the Opposition is in
good strength, it has a voice and
that should be heard.”

‘No right to raise questions’: Ajit silences
uncle Pawar at meeting; Sule says pained

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, JULY 20

AT THE District Planning and
Development Committee meet-
ing held in Pune city Saturday af-
ternoon, district guardian min-
ister Ajit Pawar, who presided
over the meeting, point blank
told his uncle and NCP(SP) pres-
ident Sharad Pawar that he had
no right to raise questions. The
senior Pawar then kept mum for
the next two hours even as the
meeting witnessed an exchange
of fire between leaders of the
two NCP factions.

Ajit Pawar's questioning his
uncle's authority to speak at
DPDC angered the latter's
daughter and Baramati MP
Supriya Sule. Moments after the
meeting, Sule told The Indian
Express, “'So much to learn from
today's DPDC meeting. Sharad
Pawar arrived for the meeting
five minutes before district

Sharad Pawar (left), Ajit Pawar (right) at the district planning
and development committee meeting in Pune. Express

guardian minister Ajit Pawar ar-
rived. When Ajit Pawar came,
Sharad got up from his chair as
per the protocol. This was an ex-
ample of real old world politics,
which is what Maharashtrais fa-
mous for.”

Sule said as Sharad asked
questions, Ajit Pawar attempted
to show him the rules. “He said
MPs are only invitees and they
should not ask questions. He

tried to refer to a government
resolution in this regard... have
been an MP for 18 years. All MPs
and MLAs have always raised
questions at DPDC meetings.
Why has this rule book sud-
denly come up after so many
years? That too throwing the
rule book at Sharad Pawar who
is 83 years old and who is not
only the tallest leader in
Maharashtra but in India as

‘Real LJP’: EC asks Chirag, Paras
camps for submissions by July 25

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

ASTHE dispute between the two
sides for control over the of Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) remains un-
resolved three years after it be-
gan, the Election Commission on
July 8 wrote to the two factions,
led by Union Minister for Food
Processing Chirag Paswan and
his uncle, former Union minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras, asking
them to submit any further doc-
uments in support of their
claims by July 25, The Indian
Express has learnt.

After the death of LJP founder
Ram Vilas Paswan in 2020, his
son, Chirag, and his brother,
Paras, had a falling-out. The dis-
pute reached the ECin June 2021
when both sides claimed they
were the ‘real’ LJP.

On October 2, 2021, the EC
passed aninterim order freezing
the use of the name Lok Janshakti
Party and the symbol ‘bungalow’.
It then allotted the name Lok

Chirag Paswan; uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras

Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) and
the symbol of ‘helicopter’ to the
Chirag Paswan group, and the
name Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party and ‘sewing machine’ sym-
bol to the Paras group after con-
sidering their requests for alter-
nate names and symbols till the
dispute is resolved.

Both sides have been given
many reminders to submit all
documents in support of their
claim, the EC sources said. A sen-
ior EC official said the two sides
have sought additional time to
submit their documents when
asked in the past. The official
added that since the dispute had

been registered in the EC under
the Symbols Order, the ECwould
have to take a decision taking
into account the relevant facts.
Neither side had withdrawn its
claim, the official said.

Among the documents that
are usually submitted in such
cases are proof of support en-
joyed by the faction from the
party’s elected representatives
and within the organisation.

When asked for comment,
an LJP (RV) source said: “The
Election Commission asks for
documents on a regular basis
and we do submit. This time is
also the same. There has beenno
date set for a hearing.”

Paras, who had been in-
ducted into the NDA govern-
ment as Minister for Food
Processing Industries in 2021, re-
signed from the postin March af-
ter the BJP sided with Chirag’s
faction, LJP (Ram Vilas), giving it
five Lok Sabha seats to contestin
Bihar and none to his group.

Paras couldn’t be reached for
acomment.

well," Sule said.

Sule said Ajit Pawar kept
harping on that MPs were spe-
cial invitees. “The rules make it
clear... You are a special invitee
by law. The law also gives you the
right to participate,” she said,
producing a copy of a govern-
ment gazette notification.

Sule said that whatever hap-
pened on Saturday at the DPDC
meeting, it was "painful to see
the change in culture of
Maharashtra politics".

After the meeting, Ajit Pawar
told reporters, "l just read out the
government resolution which
stipulates the rules as to who has
the right to speak at the meeting.
First is the DPDC chairman, the
joint chairman and after that
members... Many did not even
know the rules till date.”

When asked why her father
kept quiet after Ajit Pawar
showed him the rules, Sule
said,"My father also plays by the
rule book..."
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Uddhav promises to
scrap Dharavi tender

given to Adani Realty

Shinde Sena leader says Uddhav trying to create hurdle in
slum redevelopment project, making ‘baseless allegations’

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JULY 20

FLAGGING SEVERAL flaws and
irregularities, Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray on
Saturday said the tender
awarded to Adani Realty for the
Dharavi redevelopment project
will be scrapped once their gov-
ernment comes to power and it
will then float a fresh tender
with revised terms and condi-
tions, and concessions.

He also demanded that the
contract be scrapped and a fresh
tender floated by the present
government.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at his residence, Thackeray
said the residents and businesses
in Dharavi should not be dis-
placed and asserted that those liv-
ing there must receive 500 sq ft
houses within the locality. “We
will scrap the Dharavi slumrede-
velopment project contract after
coming to power and floata fresh
tender with revised terms and
conditions. The government
should give an answer as to why
it should not be scrapped now it-
self. We will not allow Mumbai to
be turned into Adani city,” he said.

Thackeray alleged the
Maharashtra government was
giving “extraordinary favours” to
the Adani Group. He said Sena
(UBT)workers will hit the streets
if their demand was not met.

When asked to comment on
the allegations made by
Thackeray, Valsa Nair, Principal
Secretary (Housing), Maharas-
htra, said, “I am not aware of
what was said, hence I cannot
comment.” She further said the
CEO of the project will be the
right person to comment.
However, despite repeated at-

TIMELINE OF
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

1999: BJP-Sena govt first
proposes to redevelop
Dharavi

2003-04: State govt
decides toredevelop
Dharavi as an integrated
planned township. Action
plan approved, dividing
Dharavi into sectors and
appointing developers
under Slum Rehabilitation
Scheme

2011: Govt cancels all
tenders and creates
masterplan for
redevelopment

2016: DPR prepared
during Devendra Fadnavis-

ONE OF THE WORLD’S DENSEST URBAN AREAS

2.39 SQKM AREA, 10,00,000 POPULATION

led BJP-Sena govt
(supported by Uddhav
Thackeray), giving impetus
to project

NOV 2018: Fadnavis govt
approves new model for
redevelopment

JAN 2019: Seclink
Technologies Corporation
emerges successful bidder
against Adani. However,
tender not awarded due to
decision to include railway
land in project

OCT 2020: Thackeray-led
MVA govt cancels tender,
announces plans to float
new tenders soon

NOV 2022: Adani Realty
wins Dharavi project bid

tempts, the CEO of the project
could not be contacted.

While Dharavi Redevelo-
pment Project Pvt Ltd (DRPPL)
spokesperson declined to com-
ment on the statements made by
Thackeray, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Senaleader Rahul
Shewale termed hisallegations as
baseless and being made keeping
in view the upcoming Assembly
polls and for getting donations for
the party.

Maharashtra Congress pres-
ident Nana Patole too on
Saturday said the state govern-
ment’s decision to hand over all
of Dharavi’s land to the Adani
Group was just the beginning
and that it was now trying to give
away the multi-crore dairy land
at Worli at a throwaway price.

Shewale said Thackeray was

ON AGENCY’S ADVICE, FOR STANDARDISING ‘GENERAL CONSENT’

MP, Odisha and Goa widen CBI’s
powers to probe private persons

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,JULY 20

BJP-RULED Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and Goa have extended
the CBI'sremit under ‘general con-
sent’—which would earlier apply
to central government officials
and central PSU employeesin the
states’ territorial jurisdiction — to
“private persons” as well.
Sources said that the notifica-
tions largely reiterate the states’
existing position — of the CBI
having general consent to probe
cases of corruption against cen-
tral government employees but
requiring the state government’s
permission to probe officials un-
der its administrative control —
and the words “private persons”
have been uniformly added.
They said that the notifica-
tions have beenissued on the ad-
vice of the CBI, which was trying
to standardise the ‘general con-
sent’ regime for all states follow-

ing the implementation of the
new criminal laws on July 1.
“Different states draft their
general consent notifications dif-
ferently. Earlier, some states men-
tioned private persons, while oth-
ers did not. This is merely an
attempt to standardise the whole
regime. States are free to do what
they want with our suggestions,”
a CBI officer said. The officer
pointed out that while many
states had withdrawn ‘general
consent’ to the CBI, some statesin
the Northeast had given the
agency jurisdiction even over state
government employees, which
was not available in other states.
Anotificationissued by the MP
government on July 16 said:
“...the Government of Madhya
Pradeshin pursuance of Section 6
of the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act, 1946 (25 of
1946), hereby gives its consent to
the extension of powers and juris-
diction of the members of the
Delhi Special Police Establishment

in the whole of the State of
Madhya Pradesh forinvestigation
of the offences ...alleged to have
been committed by employees of
the Central Government, Central
Public Sector Undertakings and
private persons (whether acting
separately or in conjunction with
the employees of the Central
Government/ Central Gover-
nment Undertakings)”. Identical
notifications were issued by gov-
ernments of Odisha (June 30)and
Goa(July 12).

Sources said in the past many
states had not mentioned “private
persons” in their general consent
orders and it could create legal is-
sues. They said it was to tide over
such legal hurdles that the CBI
made a suggestion to this effect.
“Recently there was a case in
Punjab... a bank fraud case... the
courtasked if CBI'had jurisdiction
under the general consent given
by Punjab over abank defaulteras
he wasa private person,” a former
CBI officer said.

trying to create hurdle in the proj-
ect and making false allegations
against Adani. “The ECrecently al-
lowed the Sena (UBT) to accept
donations and hence baseless al-
legations are being made today
regarding the Dharavi redevelop-
ment project. The allegations are
being made to get donations for
the party,” he said.

Shewale also said the decision
to give 350 sqft houses to
Dharavikars in the redevelop-
ment project was taken after tak-
ing Thackeray into confidence.
“Uddhav was also aware of the
fact that a house larger than 350
sqft cannot be given to Dharavi
dwellers considering all aspects of
CRZ and air traffic regulations. Still,
the unrealistic demand of 500 sqft
house has been brought up justto
create confusion...” he said.

Karnataka inks
pact with Premji
foundation for
midday meal eggs

Bengaluru: Under a special nutri-
tion food drive, students of all the
government schools in Karnataka
will now be served eggs in mid-
day meals six days a week.

The move came after the
Karnataka government and Azim
Premji Foundation on Saturday
signed an MoU to provide eggs
four days a week at all govern-
ment and government-aided
schools — as part of the midday
meal programme. The state gov-
ernment at present provides eggs
in midday meals two days a week.

The Foundation, under the
MoU with the state’s primary
and secondary education de-
partment, will allocate Rs 1,500
crore for three years to fund this
egg distribution initiative for 55
lakh school students from
classes 1 to 10. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah lauded the
Foundation forits “historic” initia-
tive and stressed that “quality food
isimportant for mental healthand
good education”. ENS

Senthil’s long road from Tiruvallur, and from stories of untouchability

Constitution and erased the
statehood of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2019, Senthil re-
signed from his role as the
deputy commissioner of the
Dakshina Kannada district in
Karnataka and took a plunge into
social service. Five years later, he
contested on a Congress ticket
from Tiruvallur and won by a
margin of 5.72 lakh votes against
V Balaganapathy of the BJP.

There was, however, a dis-
tinctly informed journey behind
his entry into politics, he says.

“My father used to say that
one of his sons should work to-
wards betterment of the society
and the other should work to-
wards betterment of our house-
hold.lam the one for society and
my younger brother is the one
for our home,” Senthil said.

At Senthil's home in Chennai
— the city to which his father

moved to get an education and
later a job - conversations re-
volved around caste discrimina-
tion that his family had faced in
their native village. “This gave
me an understanding of how so-
ciety works,” he said.

He began to imbibe social
consciousness at a young age, he
says, whenin 2002 the BJP-ruled
Gujarat witnessed riots that killed
hundreds. “I was in my 20s and
had started observing the politics
in Gujaratand knew that the BJP’s
agenda should be countered. But
[ had not figured out how,” he
said.

Senthil went on to study at the
National Institute of Technology,
Tiruchirapalli, and found a lucra-
tive career in a private software
company. Something was, how-
ever,amiss. “I still wanted to serve
the people. So, I quit my job and
taught in a private college for a
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 NEW FACES

Had resigned from IASin 2019

year,” Senthil said. He says he dis-
covered himself during this time
and decided to apply for the civil
service examination because he
wanted to be a public servant.
Senthil cleared the UPSC, bagging
all-India ninth rankand became a
Karnataka-cadre IAS officer in
2009.

His journey was not yet com-
plete, he said, as he kept feeling
“uncomfortable with the BJP’s
Hindutva politics” after the party

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

came to power in 2014. He said
he was “shocked” when the BJP
returned to form the govern-
ment in 2019, with an over-
whelming majority. “During this
time people in high offices were
mostly silent. But when I re-
signed from my job, [ knew that
[ was already on my way to op-
posing the BJP,” Senthil said.
While his politics after his
resignation revolved around cre-
ating awareness about the

Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC), he says the 2020
Delhi riots were another turning
point. “I realised that the BJP
should be countered politically. I
went to the Congress office and
joined the party,” he said.

Over the next four years he
worked for the Congress in vari-
ous states during their Assembly
elections - Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Rajasthan and
Telangana. Even for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, Senthil was a
part of the Congress war room.

Initially after joining the
Congress, Senthil worked with
the party’s training vertical. In
the 2021 Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, he worked at the
party’s war room in Chennai. As
the party was impressed by his
work, he was entrusted with the
task of liaising between Rahul

Gandhi and civil society mem-
bers during the three-week
Karnataka leg of his Bharat Joda
Yatra in September-October
2022.

For the 2023 Karnataka
Assembly polls, Senthil headed
the Congress’s war room and
played a key role in formulating
the narrative against the former
Basavaraj Bommai-led BJP gov-
ernment. Senthil helped con-
ceive a series of anti-corruption
campaigns targeting the BJP, es-
pecially centred around its “40%
commission government” plank.
The most innovative of these
was the “PayCM” campaign,
with posters featuring a QR code
and a photograph of CM
Bommai titled “PayCM” spring-
ing up across Bengaluru.

During the recent Lok Sabha
elections, since he was working
for other candidates, he only had

19 days to campaign in his own
seat Tiruvallur. “lwentand met as
many people as possible. [ was
happy to get love and affection
from my constituency,” he said.
Senthil hopes to use the Lok
Sabha platform now to speak for
his people and in the interest of
the country. After taking oath in
Parliament, he said, “Stop the
shameful atrocities against
Dalits, Adivasis and minorities.”
The Congress MP said what
he spoke of that day was only the
beginning. He hopes to balance
out the needs of his constituency
and the larger agenda of the
Opposition during his term in
the Lok Sabha. “When I speak
against NEET (National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test), [ speak not
just for the students of my con-
stituency but also for millions of
students who aspire to be doc-
tors from across India,” he said.
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BJP WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING IN RANCHI

Jharkhand: Shah promises White Paper
on demography to protect trlbals rlghts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI, JULY 20

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday claimed that
rampant infiltration has led to
the shrinking of the tribal popu-
lationin Jharkhand, and said that
if the BJP forms the government
in the state, it will bring out a
'White Paper’ on demography to
protect their lands and rights.
The BJP is confident of form-
ingagovernmentin Jharkhand as
the lotus has already bloomed in
52 0f 81 assembly segmentsin the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, Shah said
while addressing party workers
at Prabhat Tara Ground here dur-
ing the saffron party's extended
executive committee meeting.
“After forming a government
in Jharkhand, we will bring out a
White Paper on demography to
protect tribal people, their lands,
reservationand rights,” Shah said.
Without naming Hemant
Soren, he alleged thatJharkhand's
tribal CM was instrumental be-
hind “Love Jihad” and “Land-
Jihad” in the state due to his “vote
bank and appeasement policy”,
causing demographic changes.
He alleged that infiltrators
were entering Jharkhand, mar-
rying tribal women, obtaining

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, former union
minister Arjun Munda, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Jharkhand BJP chief
Babulal Marandi during BJPs extended working committee meeting, in Ranchi on Saturday. P11

certificates and buying land.

He also attacked INDIA bloc
and Congress leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi, for “showing ar-
rogance” despite losing the Lok
Sabha polls as “they are unable
to accept defeat”.

“INDIA bloc and Congress
leaders are showing arrogance

21 ARRESTS MADE IN 6 CASES

NEET-UG leak case; CBI
arrests ‘mastermind’,

2 more MBBS students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

THREE PERSONS, including an al—
leged mastermind and two med-
ical students, have been arrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation in connection with
the NEET-UG paper leak case.

“The two MBBS students ar-
rested on Saturday are from a
medical college in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur and are in the second
and first year. They were pres-
entin Hazaribagh on May 5, the
date of NEET UG examination,
and allegedly acted as solvers for
the paper stolen by an engineer
who was arrested earlier,” a
source said.

The alleged mastermind has
been identified as a graduate
from the National Institute of
Technology, Jamshedpur.

With the fresh arrests, the to-
tal number of people held so far
by the agency in six cases related

to the alleged irregularities has
now reached 21.

According to official sources
in Rajasthan, the two medical
students were arrested from
Bharatpur on July 18, while the
alleged mastermind was ar-
rested from Patna.

As reported earlier, four stu-
dents of AIIMS Patna, who have
alsobeen arrested, had allegedly
travelled to Hazaribagh to solve
the leaked question paper, it is
learnt. The CBI had also arrested
astudent from Ranchi’s Rajendra
Institute of Medical Sciences.

According to CBI sources, the
four students allegedly sent the
solved paper to the ‘Solver Gang’
— an interstate network which
allegedly sold the solved ques-
tion paper. This gang allegedly
made four examinees from
Bihar, also arrested in the case,
memorise the answers at a
playschool on outskirts of Patna
on May 4 night — a day before
NEET-UG examinations.

for indulging in scams worth Rs
12 lakh crore, appeasement, dy-
nastic politics and playing with
national security,” he alleged.
“The BJP got more seats in
this Lok Sabha election than
Congress's combined numbers
in 2014, 2019, 2024 polls,” he
said, adding that the J]MM-led al-

liance was one of the most cor-
rupt governments in the coun-
try and it was time to show it the
exit door.

BJP leaders including Union
minister Annapurna Devi,
Laxmikant Bajpai and Arjun
Munda were also present on the
occasion.

UPSC chairperson
Manoj Soni quits post,

cites personal

LEENA MISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

UNION  PUBLIC  Service
Commission (UPSC) Chairperson
Dr Manoj Soni has resigned from
the top post five years before his
tenure that would end in 2029,
citing “personal reasons”.

Soni , 59, an alumnus of
Maharaja Sayajirao University of
Baroda, Vadodara confirmed to
The Indian Express Saturday that
he had resigned from the UPSCas
chairperson. The resignation
comes at a time when the com-
mission has booked a criminal
case against probationary IAS of-
ficer Puja Khedkar for faking her
identity to avail attempts in the
civil services examination.

PTI quoted sources as saying
that Soni’s resignation is “not in
any way connected to controver-
sies and allegations surrounding
the UPSC after probationary IAS
officer Puja Khedkar issue”.

Considered close to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Soni

Ircdasons

e

took over as a member of the
Commission on June 28, 2017
and took oath as chairperson on
May 16, 2023.

He has served as vice-chancel-
lor of the DrBabasaheb Ambedkar
Open University, Gujarat for two
terms from August 1, 2009 to July
31,2015, and one termas VC of his
alma mater The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda
from April 2005 to April 2008.

Astudent of Political Science,
Soni taught International
Relations at Sardar Patel
University Vallabh Vidyanagar
between 1991 and 2016. His doc-
toral research is on the “Post-Cold
War International Systemic
Transitionand Indo-US. Relations”
under his guide Prof Harbans Patel

UPSC
Chairperson
Manoj Soni

Intimidating rape
victim: Marandi
aide booked, BJP
calls it vendetta

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JULY 20

JHARKHAND POLICE has booked
Jharkhand BJP chief Babulal
Marandi’s political adviser Sunil
Tiwary for “criminal intimida-
tion” on the complaint of the vic-
tim of a 2021 rape case in which
Tiwary is an accused and cur-
rently out on bail.

The FIR was registered at
Arghora police stationonJuly 16
following the rape victim wrote
to the public prosecutor on June
26 that she was being criminally
intimidated at the behest of
Tiwary. Ranchi Police has already
filed the chargesheet in the 2021
rape case against Tiwary and oth-
ers under the SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act,among others.

The July 16 FIR, quoting the
rape victim’s complaint, stated:
“..The bail was granted (to
Tiwary) on the condition that he
would not influence the wit-
nesses and would fully cooper-
ate with the police, but on the
contrary, Sunil Tiwary has been
plotting against me for almost 3
years and is trying to implicate
me in false cases.” The FIR also
stated that Tiwary was also in-
timidating a woman, who s sup-
posed depose against Tiwary in
the rape case.

L-G Sinha, Army Chief
chair high-level security
review meetings in Jammu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 20

AMID A spurt in terror activities
and cross-border infiltration, J&K
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi chaired high-
level joint security review meet-
ings with top officers of the Army,
Intelligence Bureau (IB), Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and
police in Jammu on Saturday.

During the meeting at the Raj
Bhawan and police headquarters,
the Chief of Army Staff (COAS)and
the L-Greviewed the security situ-
ationacross the Union Territory,an
official said. IB Chief Tapan Deka,
RAW Chief Ravi Sinha, BSF Director
General Nitin Agarwal, CRPF DG
Anish Dayal Singh and J&K Police
DG R R Swain also attended the
meetings.

On Saturday, the Army Chief
visited Jammu for the second time
inless than three weeks since tak-
ing the charge of the COAS on June
30.He had visited Poonch district
on July 3 to attend a security re-
view meeting in Jammu.

“We must launch meticulous
and well-planned counter-ter-
rorism operations with greater

J&K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha chairs a meeting with Army
Chief General Upendra Dwivedi in Jammu on Saturday. ANI

synergy between all the agencies
to wipe out terrorists and those
aiding... them,” the L-G said.
These meetings came in the
wake of the killing of nine soldiers
intwo terror attacks in Kathuadis-
trict’s Badnota village near
MachedionJuly8 andin Dodadis-
trict’s Desa forests on July 15.
Since the June 9 terror attack
on a bus carrying pilgrims in
Jammu’s Reasi, Jammu has seena
surge in militant activities and at
least 10 security personnel have
been killed and several others in-
jured in encounters in Jammu di-

vision’s Doda, Reasi and Kathua.

On July 16, the Army said all
formations of Udhampur-based
northern command are commit-
ted to eliminate the scourge of ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir.
The Army has been conducting a
series of jointand coordinated op-
erations with the J&K Police to
eliminate foreign militants who
have infiltrated from across the
border and are moving in the up-
per reaches of Doda, Udhampur,
and Kishtwar districts in the
Jammu region and, thereafter, to
Kashmir, said officials.
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pgg Indian Institute of Information Technology,
k4 Design and Manufacturing, Kancheepuram

LAn Institute of Mafional Imporiance established by Govl. of India)

Melakottaiyur, Vandalur - Kelambakkam Road,
Channal - 800 127, Tamil Nadu, India

16 Aug 2024 (05:00 PM).

ADVERTISEMENT : FACULTY RECRUITMENT

Advt.No. IITDMK/R/2/2024 dated 15" July 2024

NITDM Kancheepuram, located at Chennai (25 km from
airport) invites online applications for various faculty
positions (Professors, Associate Professors and
Assistant Professors Grade I/ll) under four tier flexible
structure for various disciplines.

The applicants must have consistent academic record
from reputed institutions with a commitment to teaching,
research and product development.

Last date for submission of online application is

Detailed advertisement and procedure for applying online
are available at Institute website www.iiitdm.ac.in
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BSF officer, constable die due  ‘Need more focus on PM2.5’: Study says dust

to ‘extreme weather’ in Kutch

Rajkot: A BSF officer and a head
constable died on Friday al-
legedly after “suffering a heat
stroke” while patrolling India-
Pakistan border in the desert
area of Gujarat’s Kutch district,
officers said on Saturday.

Bhuj, the district headquarters
of Kutch had Saturday recorded

35.5 degree temperature, the
highestin the state. The deceased
were identified as assistant com-
mandant Vishwa Deo and head
constable Dayal Ram. The inci-
dent took place when they along
with three others were patrolling
the border north of Harami Nala
in Kutch on foot. ENS

mitigation draining clean air scheme funds

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

ROAD DUST mitigation works
undertaken to reduce particulate
matter 10 (PM10) pollution is

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
ARUNACHAL PRADESH
12 July 2001

Shaheed On 12 July 2001, CRPF troops

Constable  from the 124th Battalion at PS

Deen Mohd. Khonsa, Tirap district, received

- : 01-06-1969 To intelligence about insurgent

/ 21-07-2001  movement in the area. They
'll m 124 Bn quickly set up a checkpoint.
: Haryana Shortly after departing, their

vehicle was ambushed by insurgents who detonated an IED and
opened fire. Despite sustaining injuries, the troops held their ground
and retaliated, forcing the insurgents to flee. In the fierce gunfight,
Head Constable Amir Hussain and Constable/Dvr Lakhbir Singh
were martyred on the same day. Constable Deen Mohd, who was
severely injured, succumbed to his injuries on 21 July, making the
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
PUNJAB
21 July 1989

Shaheed The 18th Battalion of CRPF
Constable was deployed in the
Soma Sundaram  Ferozepur district of Punjab
06-05-1963 To o assist the state police in
21-1087-31390 anti-terrorist operations. On
Tamil Nadu 21 July 1990, a team was

assigned to cordon and search
Jogewala village in Zira tehsil, where militants were suspected to
be hiding. After securing the village, the team began searching
the houses. As they approached one house, militants inside
opened fire. The troops immediately returned fire, but the militants
managed to escape into the sugarcane fields. Constable Soma
Sundaram, who took the brunt of the fire, sustained severe bullet
injuries and made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
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LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA
Divisional Office-1, Jeevan Pralkkazh Bullding, 25, K. L. Marg,

New Delhi-noaa | Ph. ON-28E£L4718, 26644303
Emnail ig: os.delhi-0e1@licindia com

Applications are invited from reputed Arms/indiidwals far empaneiment 2t Delhl
Divistonal Office-1. For Complete details please lag on to our website
www.licindia.in and go to "Tenders” and click on the link "Notice for
Empanelment Delhi Division-1, 2025-2028" . Application forms may obtained from
0.5 department of Divisional Gffice1 of LIC of India at above mentioned acdress from
25.07.2024 t0 09.08.2024 on all working days from 10:00 AM TO 03:00 PM BXCERT ON
all Saturdays and Sundays Last date for submission of application forms is

drainingalion’s share — 64% —
of funds under the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP),
said a new study by Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE)
while recommending a shift of
focus on curbing the finer, more
lethal PM2.5 pollution.

“We need to worry about
combustion sources rather
than dust. Dust is not the main
pollutant. When it gets coated
with other pollutants, it be-
comes bad for your body,” said
Sunita Narain, Director, CSE.

The CSE report has ap-
praised efforts to curb air pol-
lution under the national
scheme through the lens of
fund utilisation, city level per-

SECTOR-WISE FUND UTILISATION

Road dust
63.68%

1.65% C&D
12.63% Vehicles

Total 131
NCAP cities

(*ason
24.11.23)

~_~— 0.61%Industries
— 14.51% Biomass burning

j 0.02% Domestic fuel

~ 0.66% Public outreach

6.24% Capacity building

formance in improving air qual-
ity and implementation gaps.
The heavy focus on PM 10 pol-
lution under NCAP has meant that
road paving and widening, pot-
hole repairs, water sprinkling, pro-
curement of mechanised sweep-

ers has accounted for adominant
share in the expenditure under
NCAP, the report said.

Areview of the sectoral pat-

terns showed that 64 per cent of
the total funds wentintoroad dust
mitigation while only 12.63 per
centand 14.51 per cent funds were
spent on combustion sources of
pollution like vehicles and biomass
burning, respectively. Amere 0.61
per cent was spent on industrial
pollution control.

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT)is also scrutinising the na-

tional scheme in a suo matter is
appraising expenditure under
NCAP across 53 cities. The NCAP
was launched in 2019 to improve
air quality in 131 cities, which
were selected on their record of
poor air quality for five consecu-
tive years.

These cities, known as non-at-
tainment cites for not meeting
pollution standards, have to cut
their pollution levels by 40 per
cent by 2025-26 with 2019-20as
a base year. Public records with
the Ministry of Environment
show that as of May 2024, approx-
imately Rs.10,566.47 crore was re-
leased to 131 cities between 2019-
20and 2023-24 financial years. Of
the 1,615.47 crore released for 82
citiesonly 51 per cent orRs 83142
crore has been used. Meanwhile,
42 cities with a million plus pop-
ulation gotRs 8,951 crore of which
67 per cent or Rs.5,974.73 crore
wasspent. FULLREPORT ON:

www.indianexpress.com

[llegal mining probe:
ED arrests Haryana
Congress legislator

VARINDER BHATIA 4 Sonipat

CHANDIGARH, JULY 20 J MLA
Surender

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate Panwar

(ED) early on Saturday arrested
Congress MLA Surender Panwar
in a case of alleged money laun-
dering and illegal mining in
Haryana and Rajasthan — the ar-
rest coming two days after the
federal agency conducted
searches at the premises linked
to another Congress MLA Rao
Dan Singh and his family mem-
bers.

Panwear, a first time legisla-
tor from Sonipatin Haryana, was
taken into custody in the early
hours in Gurgaon. He was pro-
duced before a special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court in
Ambala which sent him to the

. custody of the Enforcement

2] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY {®]

E-TENDER NOTICE

g-tander i3 invited on behalf of
the President of India for the under
mentioned waork -
g.Tender No. : ECR-CAQ-C-3-ETEN-12-
24-25 in wo packe! system, 1. Name of
work . Track work related o Permanent
wark including linking of track in block
saction, vard remodeling of PKA yard,
SDBH Yard, RIKE Yard, PEH Yard etc,
webding, transportation of PWay materisl,
ballast supply, mstallation of SEJ elc, in
connecfion with construction of PEH-SDEH
doubling, SDBH-SNMY doubling including
vard work of PEH, SDBH, SNMY, RJKE &
PEA Yard. Approx cost of the work in
Rs.): 16.54,63 638 20, Bid Security in
Rs.} : 10,77.300.00, Perlod of work
completion : 18 [Eightean] Manths, Date
and time for closing of tender 08.08 2024
at15:30hrs,
Anyea-tlandars which is sant by Post/Courier/
Fax or by hand will not be acceptad. All such
manual submission of tender even if it s on
firm's letter pad of received in tere will not be
accepted, The above e-tender document
alongwith full information = available on
website hitp:iwww.ireps.govin. Note; In
rase of any descripencies found in fender
nofice, English version will be final.
Tenvderers are requesied fo-vist iha website
hitp:/iwww.ireps.gov.in ateast 15 days
before- lasi date of closing, for Eatest
comigendumdcorreciions ets, in connectich

wilh this e-tender. CADICan/South
E. C. Railway, MHX, Patna

PR/D0D726/CONS/ENGGIT/24-25/40

12.08.2024 (01:00 PM). Any subsequent change in Terms & Conditions of the
Notice of Empanelment will be published on our website.
Sr. Divisional Manager

7@,—,—-— NORTHERN RAILWAY
Azt TENDER NOTICE
AmdlpMahotsay  |nvitation of Tenders through E- Tendering (E-Procurement System)
3| Tender Approx. Amount | Completion| Date & lime for
N| Notlce Mao. MName of work with Iis location Costof |of Earnest, period of submisslon of
& Date work Money the work | tender & opaning
| of tonder
1| 32-W-BR-245- |Side pathway over Br. Mo, - 245 UP & DN Upto 1500 hrs an
S1DE- {7261 0m) on SRE-UMB section aver UMEB- L4 T {08} Eight | 14.08.2024 Opening
FATHWAY Division under AXEN/BL/UME. 23341007.22 | 266700/- Maonths | of tender after 15:00
D, 20,07, 2024 hrs on same day
2 [32-W-BR-283- |Side pathway over Br. Mo, 283 UP & DN Upto 1500 hrs on
233-UMB (B4 5. 7m) on SRE-UMB section & Br. Mo T ks {08) Eight | 14.08.2024 Opaning
D, 20007 20241 233 UP [5430.5m) on DLI-UMEB seclian Z2193711.05 | 261000/- Manths | of lender aftes 15:00
over UME -Division under AXEMNBLILME | hrs an same day
Maote : Above tlenders are available onwebsile, IREPS sile o, www.ireps.gow.in, whers complete deladls of Tandar can be seen &
downbnaded 2213/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE

Rampur Road, Haldwani, (Nainital), Uttarakhand
Tel, & FAX:05348-255255, 255926, 282578, FAX: 05946-282578, Website . www.gmchld.org
REQGUIREMENT
"Walk-in-Interview™ for (e post of SENIOR RESIDENT will e hidd on every working Friday starting from 26" July 2024 [Friday)
to 30" August 2024 from 11:00 am to 02:00 pm at "Office of the Principal”. Government Medical College. Haldwani
(Nainital) Utarakhand. The Government Medical College, Haldwani reseres the right lo increase o decrease he posiis)as per
meads. Mo T.ADA will be admissible for attending the Infendsew
SEMIOR RESIDENT - General Medicine (02}, TB. Chest [(02), Skn & VD (01), Paediatrics {02}, General Susgerny (04],
Crrihopeadics (02), EN.T. (01), Anaesthesiclogy [(04), Obst, & Gynae {01), Radio Diagnosis (04 |, Neurd Surgery (02], Maphralogy
(1), Cardiclogy (02), Urology (02), Plastc Surgery (02], Radiation Dneology-(03).
Essential Qualifications - Ag per MMC norms.,
AGE - Az Below 45 years as per NMC Norms (as on 01/07/2024)
Emolumants Per Manth - Rs, 84, 113/-(Rs. Eighty four thousand ane hundred thirteen only) fixed p.um,
Decuments to be produce at the time of inte rview Documents to be produce at the time of interview for SUPER
for SPECIALTY SPECIALTY
() Date of Birth Cerlificate (X7 standard) ia] Dale of Birth Cedificate (X" standard)
(b M.B.B.5 Degree & Marksheets (Al year) (BN EBS0 DML E Degres & Mark sheats (Al years)
() Degrae n MOMEDME in concarn speciality, (o) Degraa in M.ChJOMDMNB incancern spacialdy
() M. B.B.5./MOIWSDNE registration (1 MLCh/DNVIDNE Mark sheets (Al years)
(28 BB 5. Intemship complation & attempl Certificate (el M. Ch./DMDOMNE registration
ifdadhar Card & Pan Card ifAadhar Card
(g 02 recent color phofo. {102 recent color pholo.
Appointment & Tenura - Cn Comfraciual basis intially for ong year which may ba extended annually, subject to a satisfaclory
appradsal report by the concemed Head of Departiment, for & masimum tenure of total 03 years
C-amdidates must be registerad with State Medical Council!Medical Council of India,
Reservation:- As per Uttarakhand Siate Govamment rules
‘Kindly bring a sef of complate photocopies ofall the desirable documeant at the fime of interiew,

Advt, Mo.- 332 1GMCIApit /O 200072024

(Principal),
Government Medical College, Haldwani (Mainital)

Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
SATNA CITY TRANSPORT SERVICES LTD.
REGD. OFFICE:- OFFICE OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, SATNA

(SWAMI VIVEKANAND BHAWAN,
DIVERSION ROAD, SATNA, MADHYA PRADESH)
Email - commsatna@mpurban.gov.in
Website- www.mpurban.gov.in, Tel No. - 07672-228818
NIT No. 01/01 & 01/02/Transport/Municipal Corporation Satna, Dated 19.07.2024
Tender No. 2024 UAD 358481 1, Tender No. 2024 UAD 358482 1,

Invitation for Services of Bus Operator

“"Selection of Bus Operators for Bus Transport System in Satna city
(on cluster basis) on Operate and Maintain Basis For Cluster 'B and C"'

Satna city transport services Itd. Satna has envisaged to improve and facelift the scenario of Intra and
Inter City Public Transport in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The Recipient hereby invites proposals from
reputed and eligible firms through the Request for Proposal (RFP) issued by the CEO, SCTSL Satna titled
“Selection of Bus Operator for Bus Transport System in Satna city on Operate and Maintain Basis
For Cluster 'B and 'C",

Interested bidders may submit their duly filled proposals in the prescribed format available on e-
procurament wabsite no later than Dated: 20/08/2024 Further details of the services can be referred from
the. RFP/Terms of Reference which can be downloaded from e-procurement website:
www. mptenders gov.in of Government of Madhya Pradesh

Amendments o NIT/RFP, if any, would be published on e-procurement website only, and not in

newspaper. SCTSL/Municipal Corporation, Satna reserves all the rights to accept or reject any or all
tenders without assigning any reasons.

Note:

1. JointVenture/Consortium shall be allowed.

2. The bus operator shall operate and maintain buses during Agreement period. Bus operator will
also be responsible for all statutory, regulatory, legal, tax and other requirements associated
with the bus operation and maintenance. The fare-box revenue collection shall be done by the
operator.

3. selected bidder will have to form a SPV to aveid transfer of any past litigation/obligation of the
Company to the project entity CED

E

Satna City Transport Services Ltd.
Satna (M.P.)

WESTERN RAILWAY- RATLAM

SUPPLY INSTALLATION AND
COMMISSIONING OF LIFT

Tender Ho. 83246175 Date : 150072024,
E-Tenders ara Invited by Divisicnal Rail
Marager (Slora) Wl
Railway, for the following Siore work
Mame of work @ Supply Insfaltabion and
cammissonng of L Approximate cost
of work : 770,40,509.82. Cost of Tender
document : 0 (Zera). Earnest Money
deposit : 140,820 Completion Period |
Withing 20 days thereafter, Time & Date
for elosure for submission of E- Tender
Document @ 1100 Hes on Q808D
Time & Date for opening of E-Tender !
11030 Hrs on 23/08/2024, Validity of Offer
(Days) © 120, The fender can e yvevad
anline at E-Tender Porial
wwweireps.gowin - and offer must be
submitled on same - landgar Foral

ADMM (STORERTM

Hallam,

SNP-1 WR | Ratlam
Like us on: Il facebook.comWestemRly

£5] WESTERN RAILWAY- RATLAM

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
E-TENDERING NOTICE
VWIGZIEM/NIT, Date : 1907 2024, The
Divisional Raitway Manager {W/A) Rattam
invites "Open Tender® through e-lendes
o webhsile warw ireps. gov.in the detsils
are as under- Tender No. - RTM-2024-25-
7-R. Name of work : Zane Na. § - Ratlam
(Excl) to-Magda (Incl.} Km 651/05-08 o
ki G098 & km GO0 100125 under saction
Enginesr (Works) MNagda, Approx
Quantity : As per tender scheduks
Approx value ; T73 30,938 308/- Earmest
Money : 7145680000/~ Completion
pariod : 12 Monlhe, Similar type of work |
fvy  civil Enginesrng  work:. Date of
uploading on website : 1507 2024 Date
of opening of Tender : O7.0B.2024. »

Defaifed tender nobice aligibilly criteria
arsd lerrms and condilesns are avakable at
Websile www reps govin,

Divialonal Rallway Manasger (WiA)
suP-156 Ratlam Divisicn, Western Railway

Like us on: [l facebook.com/WesternRly

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
Motice of Invitation E-Tender
Divisional Railway Manager, N.W, Rly
Bikanar lor and on behall of Prasident
of India invites sealed open tender for
e fodlowing wiorks on tha date shown
as below; Tender Mo: S&T/BEKNET
293H; Name of Work with its
Location; "Replacement of overaged
existing IPS -and  augmentation of
under capacity data loggersystem at 06
stations. of KLYT-PLC Section over
Bikaner Division”, Approx Cost of

Work: 5167069.72. Bid Security:
103400 .00%; Date & Time for

submission of Tender & apening of
tender: Up bo 1500 Hrs, of 08.08.2024;
Website from Which complete
Tender details can be seen & download;
WL ireps. govin

831-AN24
Pleass join us on® &8 - NWRailways

£+ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E- Tender Motice
On behalfof tha President of Indiz, acling
through Chief Project Managen’ Gati
Shakti, Morth Eestern Railway, izatnagar
invites the following E- Tender;
3.No.-1, E-Tender Na.: CPM-GS-12N-
2024-05, Mame of Work: Construction
and Devalopmeant of Land scape, Graan
patches (Horticuliure work § and Mural
works in the jurisdiction of Dy, Chief
Engineer/Gati Shaktifizatnagar under
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
Approximate Value: T 162,91 32367,
Eamest Money (Rs): 2,31 50000,
Cost of  Tender Form. (Rs.) 0.00
Complation Period: 6 (Six) Months.
Biddimg slarl date on 28072024,
Las|l dals of submission of abowva
E-Tender up to 1500 hrs. on
12.08,2024, Date of opening of above
E-Tender 1530 hrs. on 12.08.2024
Detailed tender notice, eligibility,
critesia, terms & conditions is available
ornvwebsile https Vireps.gow.in In case
any disparity arises betwesan Hindi and
English version of tender notice,
English varsian  will hold good and will
he followed.
CPROM-168

for e-hidding i as under;-

PUBLIC NOTICE
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT

NOTICE FOR INVITING o< TENDERS FROM GENERAL PURLIC
FORALLOTMENT OF REVIAINING RETAIL LIQUOR LONES 1N
TWELVE (12) DISTRICTS IN THE STATE OF HARYANA FOR THE
EXCISE POLICY YEAR 2024-25,

1. 0t bs motdi5ed Dor the imloration of general pubilic thl e-tenders for allotmen
ol 19 retimld Houor sones of country lguor and Dndiam Mode Foreign Lagua
viernids (L=2/L=14A) in 12 distrieis i thae State of Harvana are hereby invited

lop the ¢Rg s ;1|l||q,'-.' VEIF J024-25 The distract wese detat]l of zones avarlable

Dy.CEIGS, lzatnagar

Never travel on roof and foot boards.
"eINORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

O Behalf of the President of India,
acting through Chief Project Manager
Cati Shakii, NE. Railway, Tzatnagar
imvitesthe following - Tender
S.Mo=1L E-Tender Mo, CPM-G5-1AN-
2024-04, Mame of work: Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Appomtment of
General Consuliant for Ciati Shaki
Linit, [zzatnagar Division, Norih
Eastern Bailway. Approximate Yalue
(R ¥ 1A% 1040452, Eamest Money
{Rs), T 2.24.1000-, Cost of Tender
Forms (Bsh: Nil, Completon Period:
[ 2 {Twelve)Months
¢ Bidding Start Date: 29-07-2024,
¢ Last date of submission ol above
E-Tender upto 15200 hrs. on 1 2-08-2024
# Date of opening of above E-Tender
L5230 Hrs, on 12-08-2024 ¢ Detwled
tender notice, eligibility, erilenia, lerms
& conditions 15 avalable on website
htipsAireps.rovain, # 0 Gase any
digparity  ofises between Hindi and
English- version of tender notice,
Englizh version will hold good and will
be followed

Dv. Chief Engineer/Gh,

CPROYW-167 lzatnamsr
Never travel on
roof and foot boards.

b1 o8

N Mmool Distriel Lo € oile

1. -I arnbacl FAREIRRE

r 11 harcgerim | st ) SUILEOR FUIRIS2

i .l e (West) SUTRW IR

4. | Hisai SIISRIN SHSROT

K. |Thaijar ZIHA22

i ‘|||||I LIMI03

7. |Kurukshetra FRKRD FK K

8. [Namaul ZNNL 19 FNNI128

9, |Pamipal ZPNI S ZIUNI16

10, |Rewari ZRWIRY |

11, |Rolitak LRTEOS FRTKIR

12 i ST ISR
2. The sehedule for submustion of esbids for deese zones and evalamon thereaol

atuill b s under:-
Starfing date and e for placing (From 22Ind fuly, 20241 %00 AM)
e=lemidors |
Closing date and fme for plaging|Till 220d July, 2024 (0,00 PM |
4 £l b

e=-lendliers

S— S e e ——re—e—

Evaluation of e-tenders [22ndd July, 2024 {5,000 PM)

3. Tbe reserve price and quota of these 19 zones for the purpose ol e-lendenng
has been decided as per the provisions of clause 2,16 and other relevam
priviistions of the Harvong Excise Policy 2024-25,

e rome-wise detanl of reserve price-and quoda of these 19 rones shall be
displayed tn the excise arrangermenl

4. The e-tenders for these zonegs can be submitted online through the official
website of the depariment e, www.harvanatax.govin, [he remaiming

terms and conditions of e-tenders and aflotment of wones shall be same, as
mformed vide the Public Notice, published in leading newspapers on 18th
May, 2024, for imviling e-tenders for allotment of relal bguor zones of all
ibstricts im the State of Harvana, The copry of Poblic Natice dated 15th May,
224 5 also avallable on the officisl websile of depariment 1.e
www horvapata povan. The detdiled procedure of regisfration  for
participation m the allotment provess and submussion. of e-tenders 15 also
available on the official wehsile

5. The excise armngenwenis of these rones cordamng mumber of vends, bouor

quoty, location of vendd, command ares ss applicable and reserve price
thaereod, as well as the vemme lor evilwsiion of e-lenders shall e
conspicuously displayed in the office of DITTCs (Excise) and DETCS (ST)
of the disiricts coneerned. These details shall also be available on the official

websile e wiaww haryanilix. povim,

b, All allotimeni{s] and grant of Heepwels) shall be subject 1o the provisions of
viel, 14914,
orders/mstructions issued by the compelent outhority and the Excse Policy

i  Harvann Eacse the miles  framed  thereunder,
for the vear 2024-25 Apy clarification regardmg the procedure may be
ohbadrped from the effice of DETCs (Excise ) in any of the districts, The copy
ol Harvoma Excise Poliey Tor the vear 2024-25 18 wvad lable on official websiie

ol the departime il
T. ALl allotments of [leensed §fg '||1'r|'!_||.'l.'| v the .1|'||l:l-'-..|| g e FExcise snd
Fhe 1E1TC (FCh may
reject, without assigning any reason, any allotment in public imlerest as the

Fexation Commussaones [Pl Coinrmissioner |
case may be, within 10 days of the date of allotment, [n case no decision of
Facise and Toxation Comnussaomer (PO 1= Oy wil withan the -'1III'-II-|I|.'I.:
prtiosed of ten diavs, thie adlotmeent shall be deemed 1o huve been approved by
the ETCTFC)

Exctse and Daxvalion O omnussioner,

W= IROTHRY Hurvana

Directorate till July 29. The
courtalsodirected the ED toal-
low the MLA's lawyer to meet
him for half an hour daily and
provide him medicines pre-
scribed by doctors.

Panwar first contested the
Assembly polls from Sonipat as
an Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD)candidate in2014. He fin-
ished a distant third by getting
24.04% of the votes. The election
was won by Kavita Jain of the
BJP, who had a45.8% vote share.
He switched over to Congress
ahead of the 2019 Assembly
polls and won as Congress nom-
inee, defeating Jain.

In July 2022, Panwar re-
signed from the Assembly

over threatening calls that he
and his family members al-
legedly received. It was only af-
ter Haryana Speaker Gian
Chand Gupta assured him of ad-
equate security and safety that
Panwar withdrew his resigna-
tion after four days. “My son has
been getting death threats, but
since you have assured me that
adequate security will be pro-
vided to us, [ am withdrawing
my resignation,” the MLA wrote
in his letter to Gupta, withdraw-
ing his resignation.

Panwar first came under the
ED’s radar in January, when his
premises were raided. The cen-
tral agency conducted searches
for more than40 hours. In paral-
lel raids, INLD’s former MLA
Dilbagh Singh’s premises were
also searched.

The ED at the time claimed it
had seized Rs 5 crore in cash, for-
eign-made weapons, liquor, and
“incriminating documents”
from Dilbagh Singh'’s residence.
During the searches at Panwar’s
residence, the ED claimed to
have seized several “incriminat-
ing documents” indicating
money laundering and allegedly
illegal mining operations.

Meanwhile, senior Congress
leader Ashok Mehta called
Panwar's arrest "politically moti-
vated"

Goa cargo ship fire
kills one, firefighting
efforts underway

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
PANAJI, JULY 20

FIRE-FIGHTING operations
continued for the second
straight day Saturday to con-
tain a major fire that broke out
on the Panama-flagged cargo
merchant vessel ‘MV Maersk
Frankfurt’, with the Indian
Coast Guard confirming that
one crew member had been
killed.

Sources from the Coast
Guard said one Filipino seaman
may have been killed in an ex-
plosion caused by the fire while
trying to put it out on Friday.
The vessel, which was going
from Mundra port in Gujarat to
Colombo in Sri Lanka, had a
crew of 21 on board.

The fire is believed to have
been caused by a short circuit.
“The fire has not been com-
pletely doused, but it has come
down to a controllable level.
Since the fire is around the
metal containers, it gets
reignited... We are now air-
dropping 150 kgs of dry chem-
ical powder bags to control the
fire,” one officer said, adding
that the rest of the crew is safe.

In a statement itissued at 3
pm Saturday, the Coast Guard
said the vessel was 17 miles
from Karwar, Karnataka.
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A merchant vessel caught
fire off Goa. P11

“The fire in the forepart of
the vessel has been suppressed,
but heavy smoke continues to
emanate and the fire has
reignited in the midship area.
ICG ships Sachet, Sujeet and
Samrat are actively engaged in
fire-fighting operations. A Coast
Guard Dornier aircraft has con-
ducted an aerial assessment of
the situation. Additionally, an
advanced light helicopter
Dhruv helicopter was launched
from New Mangalore for Goa,
to conduct an assessment of the
vessel enroute and evaluate the
feasibility of deploying dry
chemical powder bags,” the
statement said, adding that a
specialised pollution control
vessel, Samudra Prahari, is be-
ing deployed to provide further
assistance.

At present, there is no re-
quirement for the evacuation of
the crew, the statement said.

14 more Indians rescued
in Cambodia: Embassy

New Delhi: The Indian Embassy in Cambodia said
on Saturday thatit has rescued 14 Indian nationals,
who had been duped on the pretext of jobs.

The Indian Embassy in Cambodia said, on X: “In
close cooperation with the Cambodian authorities,
the Embassy has facilitated the rescue and repatri-
ation of over 650 Indian citizens, who had fallen vic-
tim to these scams. Most recently, the Embassy pro-
vided specific leads to the Cambodian police,
leading to the rescue of 14 additional Indian victims.
These individuals are currently being cared for by an
NGO working in coordination with Cambodia’s
Ministry of Social Affairs.” As first reported by The
Indian Express on March 28, over 5,000 Indians are
suspected of being stuck in Cambodia and forced
to carry out “cyber frauds”.

SP leader ‘stabbed to
death’ at Gonda home

Gonda: A local Samajwadi Party leader was al-
legedly stabbed to death in Gonda district and a
BJP councillor and his three sons, among five, have
been booked, police said on Saturday.

Om Prakash Singh was attacked with sharp-
edged weapons at his house on Friday night. A post-
mortem was conducted, and Singh's body was
handed over to the family, who staged a protest on
Saturday morning. They placed Singh's body on the
road and said that last rites would be performed only
after the accused were arrested, police said. Singh
(45) was killed on Friday night after some people
broke into his house in Parsapur town and attacked
him with a sharp-edged weapon, they said.
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Govt cautions AIIMS, PGI on Science Congress body

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI,JULY 20

THE DEPARTMENT of Science
and Technology (DST) has asked
some of the topmost medical in-
stitutions in the country, includ-
ing all the AIIMS, not to allow any
representative from the Indian
Science Congress Association
(ISCA) to sit on their Boards or
committees for the time being.

It has also told the Health
Ministry to “invariably” seek a no-
objection certificate from the DST
before nominating any office-
bearers of ISCA on any of the gov-
erning body/ Council or commit-
tee not justin these three medical
institutions butinany of the other
autonomous organisations func-
tioning under its domain.

The Kolkata-based ISCA, the
oldest association of scientistsin
the country, is known mainly for
organising the Indian Science

Govt prematurely
retires third Class |
officer ‘in public
interest’ in a month

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, JULY 20

STATING THAT the decision has
been taken “in public interest”,
the Gujarat government on
Saturday notified the premature
retirement of a Class 1 officer,
Pankaj Barot, who was serving as
the chief officer of Petlad
Municipality until afternoon.
Barot became the third Class 1 of-
ficer to be prematurely retired
“with immediate effect” within
one month.

In a notification signed by
Deputy Secretary (Urban
Development and Urban
Housing) Manish Shah, the gov-
ernment said that in exercise of
the powers conferred by Rule
10(4) of the Gujarat Civil Services
(Pension)Rules, 2002, and in pur-
suance of the government resolu-
tion issued on September 29,
2023, the state, “in publicinterest”,
prematurely retires Barot, munic-
ipal chief officer Class 1 of Petlad
Municipality, withimmediate ef-
fect from July 20, 2024.

“He shall be paid an amount
equivalent to three months’
salary and allowances, calculated
at the same rate he was drawing
immediately before the issuance
of this notification,” it added.

Congress every year, the first of
which was held way backin 1914.
Itis one of the 26 autonomous in-
stitutes — one among the five
bodies of science professionals —
administered by the DST.

ISCA President for 2023-24,
according toits website, is Arvind
Kumar Saxena, who is Ex-
Director, Institute of Basic
Science, Bundelkhand University.
Its Executive Committee has 19
members, and its Council has 79
members including past-presi-
dents of ISCA. But ISCAhas had a
troubled relationship with the
DST in recent years, over issues
of alleged financial irregularities
and misappropriation of govern-
ment funds, charges denied by it.

ISCA has gone to court against
the government, and the matter
is still to be resolved. For the first
time in its history, the Science
Congress, a permanent fixture on
the Prime Minister’s calendar,
could not be held this year.

In a recent letter to the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, DST said that since it did
not recognise the current
Executive Council of ISCA,and had
suspended all current office-bear-
ers of the organisation, ISCA repre-
sentatives must not be allowed on
the boards of medical institutions
like AIIMS or PGI Chandigarh.

“ISCA has representations in
all the AIIMS, PGIMR (Post
Graduate Institute for Medical
Research, Chandigarh) and JIP-
MER (Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education
and Research).Itis brought to your
notice that DST has suspendedall
office bearers and does not recog-
nise the Executive Committee or
Council of ISCA. It may be noted
thatanumber of lapses and finan-
cial irregularities and misappro-
priation of government’s funds by
the previous office bearers of ISCA
are under scrutiny and probe,” the
DST said in its letter on May 22.

Criminal appeals after
July 1 must follow BNSS
provisions: Kerala HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 20

THE KERALA High Court has re-
cently held that an appeal in a
criminal case filed after July 1
should be under the provisions
of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).

The single bench of Justice PG
Ajith Kumar held that for convic-
tions and sentences passed before
July 1, appeals should be filed as
per the provisions of BNSS, which
replaced the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973.The clarification
was given when the court was
hearing a criminal appeal from a
sentence passed by a special
POCSO (Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act) courtin
Manjeri, Malappuramon June 12.
The appeal was made on July 10
under provisions of Section 374(2)
of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

“A question arises whether
this appeal could be filed under
the provisions of the CrPC or
should have been filed under the
provisions of BNSS. Section 415 of
the BNSS corresponds to Section
374 of the CrPC,” the court ob-
served. The petitioner argued that
the trial was held under the CrPC

DEPT: HOLD SURPRISE VISITS AT STATIONS
Goa cops consume alcohol,

drugs on duty: Internal note

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI, JULY 20

ANINTERNAL note issued by Goa
police has flagged concerns of al-
coholism and drug abuse among
police personnel in the coastal
state, stating that officials often
consume intoxicants during duty
hours and also indulge in gam-
bling at police station premises.
The police department has
directed the district superin-
tendents of police to conduct
monthly surprise visits. The of-
ficers in-charge of respective po-
lice stations have also been di-
rected to compile a list of police
officials who indulge in such ac-
tivities for “necessary action”,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The note, issued by the office
of Superintendent of Police
(Headquarters) earlier this week,
states: “It has been reported that

FROM PAGE ONE

nowadays there is (an) increase
in the number of alcohol and
drug addicts among the police
officials, thus spoiling their phys-
ical as well as mental health.”

The note claims that the police
stations and restrooms have be-
come places where “officers and
lower staff consume alcohol and
drugs on duty”, and “gambling is
also a part of activities in police
stations/ unit premises”. “The SPs
of the district/unit shall make sur-
prise visits once amonth and take
action against such officials/per-
sonnel who are addicted to alco-
hol, drugs and gambling activities
while on duty,” it stated.

Asenior police official said: “It
is a cautionary note, which was
to be circulated within the police
department...” Goa DGP Alok
Kumar, who took over as police
chief on Monday, held a meeting
with senior police officers in
South Goa district on Saturday.

and so he had the right to appeal
under the same code, and could
not be forced to invoke the BNSS.

The court wondered whether
Section 374(2) of the CrPC or
Section 415(2) of the BNSS gov-
erns the appellant’s appeal.

“A similar question would
arise when an application is filed
inapending appeal that was filed
before July 1..” it said. Holding that
the July 10 plea should have been
under Section415(2) of the BNSS,
the court directed the petitioner
to fileanamendment/ correction
of the memorandum of appeal.

The Kerala HC did not agree
with the July 11 ruling of a single
bench of the Punjab and Haryana
HCthatifadefectinapleafiled on
or before June 30is cured after July
1, that appeal/ plea will not be
maintainable. The Kerala HCjudge
said: “Mere misquoting of a pro-
vision or mistake in the nomen-
clature shall not fail a plea.” The
Kerala HC, however, agreed with
the other HC ruling on the point
that “no new/fresh appeal or ap-
plication or revision or petition
can be filed under Code of
Criminal Procedure on or after July
1” and that “any appeal/ applica-
tion/ revision/ petition filed on or
after]July 1istobefiled/instituted
under the provisions of BNSS”.

“Hence their (ISCA’s) representa-
tionin these organisations (med-
ical institutions) is deemed un-
lawful, and they are to refrain from
participation as representatives of
ISCA in any of the Board of AIIMS
or other autonomous bodies.”
The letter also asked the
Health Ministry to obtain a no-ob-
jection certificate from DST before
nominating any office-bearers of
ISCA to any of its autonomous or-
ganisationsin future. A senior sci-
entist, who did not wish to be
named, said many a time mem-
bers of the ISCA are deputed asex
officio members of governing
bodies in different institutions
such as AIIMS Delhi, AIIMS Patna
etc. “Now the government is say-
ing you should get its clearance if
ISCAwishes to nominate any of its
members to such institutions. This
suggests they want to take every-
thing under their control,” he said.
The letter to the Health
Ministry follows DST’s decisionin

|

March not to accept the new
Executive Council constituted by
ISCA. In aletter to ISCA on March
27 this year, DST said it would not
accept the new office-bearers be-
cause the elections were not held
in accordance with the estab-
lished by-laws and were against
previous directives of the
Department, thereby rendering
them “unlawful and unaccept-
able”. Thenin May, DST restrained
ISCA from holding a meeting of
the newly constituted Executive
Council on similar grounds.

But the problems began more
than 15 years ago, mainly be-
cause of a noticeable decline in
the standards of discussions at
the Science Congress. With most
leading scientists keeping away,
the event had been reduced to a
gathering of mostly university
and college teachers with little
scientific credentials or experi-
ence. Many within the scientific
community itself had begun ask-

ON KANWAR ROUTE

A Kanwariya walks past a sweet shop displaying names of the proprietor and an employee,
following the administration’s order, in Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar on Saturday. P11

ing for reform or even a complete
discontinuation of the event

The DST pays the salaries of
ISCA’s permanent secretarial
staff and also provides a grant
every year to enable the holding
of Science Congress.

In September last year, the
DST withdrew its funding sup-
port for the Science Congress cit-
ing ‘financial irregularities’ and
alsoamended the by-laws, which
among other things, put more re-
strictions on how government
funds could be utilised. Some of-
fice-bearers of ISCA challenged
the amendments in Kolkata High
Court, whichis where the matter
currently resides.

These troubles were the
main reason why the Science
Congress could not be held this
year. The Science Congress had
to be abandoned in 2021 and
2022 as well but those were be-
cause of the disruption caused
by Covid pandemic.

Promoted organic farming all her life,

Padma Shri Kamala Pu] ari

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 20

KAMALA PUJARI, a tribal woman
from Odisha known for her con-
tribution to organic farming and
preserving over hundreds of in-
digenous varieties of paddy
which earned her the prestigious
Padma Shri award, passed away
on Saturday while undergoing
treatment. She was 76.

Anative of Patraput village in
Koraput district, Pujari was ad-
mitted to the district headquar-
ters hospital on Tuesday for fever
and age-related ailments and
later moved to the SCB medical
college in Cuttack after her con-
dition deteriorated. Hospital
sources said she died of cardiac
arrest early this morning,.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Odisha CM Mohan Charan

Majhi and Leader of Opposition
Naveen Patnaik, during whose
tenure Pujari was nominated as
the state planning board’s mem-
ber, expressed their condolences.
“Pained by the passing away
of Smt. Kamala Pujari Ji. She made
a monumental contribution to
agriculture, particularly boosting
organic agricultural practicesand
protecting indigenous seeds. Her
work in enriching sustainability
and protecting biodiversity will be
remembered for years. She was
also a beacon in empowering the
tribal communities. Condolences
to her family and admirers. Om
Shanti,” Modi said ina post on X.
Majhi spoke to Pujari’s son
over the phone. The state govern-
ment announced her funeral will
be held with full state honours.
Born to a poor tribal family,
Pujari held a fascination for tra-
ditional paddy varieties. She had
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Kamala Pujari was
conferred the Padma
Shriin 2019.

been aleader in the participatory
research programme started by
the M S Swaminathan Research
Foundation in Koraput in 1994,
which led to breeding of the high
yielding and high-quality rice va-
riety, ‘Kalajeera’. She has pre-
served rare varieties of paddy
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like ‘Tili’, ‘Machakanta’, ‘Ghnatia’
and ‘Phula’. Pujari also moti-
vated hundreds of tribal women
in her locality to shun chemical
fertilisers in farming. Due to her
efforts, the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) declared Koraput a glob-
ally important agriculture her-
itage site (GIAHS) in 2012.
Koraput was also selected by
the UN for the Equator Initiative
Award, which was presented to
Pujari during the Earth Summit
held at Johannesburg in South
Africa in 2002. For her contribu-
tion to agriculture, she received
the prestigious Padma Shri award
in 2019 from then President Ram
Nath Kovind. The Odisha govern-
ment had honoured her with Best
Woman Farmers award in 2004,
while a girls’ hostel of Odisha
University of Agriculture and
Technology was named after her.

ACUTE ENCEPHALITIS SYNDROME

Qof /8 cases

since June due
to Chandipura

Sent multidisciplinary team to assist
Gujarat, says Union Health Ministry

SOHINIGHOSH

& ANONNADUTT
AHMEDABAD, NEW DELHI,
JULY 20

THERE HAVE been 78 cases of
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome —
inflammation of the brain, usu-
ally due to an infection — since
June this year in Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh,
with 28 resulting in death. Amid
a suspected outbreak of the
Chandipura virus, a vector that
is among the causes of AES, at
least nine cases in Gujarat, five of
whom died, were found positive
for the deadly pathogen.

According to data provided by
the Union Health Ministry, so far,
there have been 75 cases of AES
reported from Gujarat, two from
Rajasthan and one from Madhya
Pradesh. The National Institute of
Virology, Pune, tested 76 samples
and confirmed Chandipura virus
in nine, all from Gujarat.

The Ministry said a panel of
experts that reviewed the AES
cases inthe three states concluded
thatinfectious agents contributed
to only a small proportion of them
and emphasized the need for
comprehensive “epidemiological,
environmental and entomologi-
cal(insect)studies”. This will help
in understanding the factors that
have led to the outbreak and stop
the proliferation of the vector to
prevent furtherinfections. It said a
multidisciplinary central team —
from National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC),Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
Department of  Animal
Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD)
— has been deployed to assist
Gujarat with the probes.

Deadly
@ vector

EXPLAINED

CHANDIPURA VIRUS — first
isolated in Maharashtra in
1965 — is transmitted by
sandflies and is known to
cause fever, headache, and
encephalitis leading to con-
vulsions, coma, and death.
The pathogen is known to
affect children below the
age of 15 years most se-
verely. With no specific
treatment, the mortality can
be as high as 56% to 75% as
seen in Gujarat and Andhra
Pradeshin 2003 —India’s
worst Chandipura outbreak
that killed 322 children.

The panel comprised Dr Atul
Goel, DG of health services and
Director of NCDC; experts from
AIIMS, Kalawati Saran Children’s
Hospital and NIMHANS, and of-
ficials from the central and state
surveillance units.

DrPKSingh, CDHOin Gujarat’s
Rajkot, where there are suspected
Chandipura cases, said that the
outbreak this year may be due to
migration of sandflies. “Sandflies
are broadly absent in Saurashtra
but itis possible that migration is
aiding the spread along with envi-
ronmental factors with the start
of the monsoon. It might be pos-
sible that the weather may have
triggered this,” Singh said.

An NIV scientist said that
Chandipurais always considered
asadifferential diagnosisin cases
of children with AES. However,
testing remains an issue.

Kerala: 14-yr-old boy tests
positive for Nipah virus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 20

THE KERALA health department
on Saturday confirmed thata 14-
year-old boy from Malappuram
district has tested positive for
Nipah virus, adding that it is the
fifth time since 2018 that the
state has reported the infection.

Health Minister Veena George
told the media that the Class 9 stu-
dent, a resident of Pandikkad in
Malappuram district, has been
putonlife support ata private hos-
pitalinKozhikode as heisinacrit-
ical condition. “His test reports
from the Kozhikode laboratory
have confirmed Nipah infection
in his samples. Later, the National
Institute of Virology (NIV)in Pune
also confirmed this,” George said.

A control room has already
been opened in Malappuram dis-
trict to monitor the situation, said
the state health minister, adding:
“All the steps have been in place,
even before test reports of the boy
arrived. A 30-bed isolation ward
will be opened at the Manjeri
government medical college hos-
pital. All primary, secondary and

high-risk contacts of the boy will
now beisolated. Alockdown will
beimposed at a few wards under
Pandikkad panchayat...”

According to the standard op-
erating procedure (SOP), 25 com-
mittees have been set up to ad-
dress the situation. “NIV-Pune has
sent monoclonal antibody doses
— procured last time from
Australia and likely to arrive in
Kerala on Sunday — for the boy’s
treatment,” George said.

The minor boy, the first such
patient inthe state, was admitted
toalocal cliniconJuly 12, twodays
after he started suffering from
fever. The next day, he was shifted
to a hospital in Pandikkad village.
Later, he was shifted back to the
Malappuram hospital on July 15,
and then to a private hospital in
the district’s Perinthalmanna; on
Friday, he was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Kozhikode. After
his reports came positive for
Nipah, the boy was shifted to the
government medical college hos-
pital in Kozhikode on Saturday.

Officials of the state health
department and Pandikkad pan-
chayat, meanwhile, are prepar-
ing a route map to ascertain
places the boy had visited.

e Harappan society is ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati civilisation’

The book explains that Social
Science has many sub-disciplines,
but students “need not feel intim-
idated by all these terms”. Instead,
the book is divided into five
themes: ‘India and the World:
Land and the People’; ‘Tapestry of
the Past’; ‘Our Cultural Heritage
and Knowledge Traditions’;
‘Governance and Democracy’;
‘Economic Life Around Us'.

In a departure from the past,
the textbook makes multiple ref-
erences to the ‘Sarasvati’ river in
the chapter pertaining to the be-
ginning of Indian civilisation. The
old History textbook, ‘Our Past ',
mentioned the river only once in
a section on the Rig Veda, where
itis included among the rivers
named in the hymnsin the Vedas.

In the new textbook, the river
findsa prominent placeinachap-
ter on the ‘Beginnings of Indian
Civilisation’, where the Harappan
civilisation is referred to as the
‘Indus-Sarasvati’ or ‘Sindhu-
Sarasvati’ civilisation. It says the
‘Sarasvati’ basin included major
cities of the civilisation —

Rakhigarhi and Ganweriwala —
along with smaller cities and
towns. The river, according to the
new textbook, “today goes by the
name of ‘Ghaggar’ in India and
‘Hakra’ in Pakistan (hence the
name ‘Ghaggar-Hakra River’)”,
and is now seasonal. In two maps
in the book — one that marks out
some of the rivers of the sub-con-
tinent, and another showing the
main settlements of the ‘Indus-
Sarasvati civilisation’ — the river
has been marked out along with
the Indus and its tributaries.

The river also plays a key role
inasection on how the Harappan
civilisation declined. It says that
two factors are agreed upon: one
is “climate change” which caused
reduced rainfall, and the other is
that the “Sarasvati river dried up
inits central basin; suddenly, cities
there, such as Kalibangan or
Banawali, were abandoned”.

A chapter titled 'Locating
Places on the Earth' says that the
Greenwich Meridian “is not the
first prime meridian” and that
“many centuries before Europe,

India had a prime meridian of its
own” whichwas called the “mad-
hyarekha(or ‘middleline’)’ which
passed through the city of Ujjain.
“The Ujjayini meridian became a
reference for calculations in all
Indian astronomical texts,” it says.

Like in the old Political Science
textbook, the new one too has a
chapter on diversity, but has left
out references to caste-based dis-
crimination and inequality. In the
old textbook, there was an expla-
nation of the term Dalit and a sec-
tion on B R Ambedkar and his
fight for rights of Dalits. The chap-
ter, ‘Unity in Diversity,or Many in
One’,in the new textbook focuses
ondiversity in terms of food, tex-
tiles, festivals etc.

The word ‘caste’ finds a sin-
gle mention in chapter 7 on
‘India’s Cultural Roots’,in a quote
by sociologist André Béteille
which reads: “The thousands of
castes and tribes on the Indian
subcontinent have influenced
each other in their religious be-
liefs and practices since the be-
ginning of history and before.”

e Ex-BJP MLA

Bhan and Kapil Muni, and their
uncle Ram Chandra, tolife impris-
onment for the murder of the
murder of the SP’s Jawahar Yadav,
also known as Jawahar Pandit. In
2018, the same court had rejected
the state government’s plea to
withdraw the murder case against
the brothers.

Suraj Bhanisaformer Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) MLC and Kapil
Muniis aformer BSPMP. They are
currently in Prayagraj’s Naini
CentralJail along with Uday Bhan.

A senior official of the Prisons
Department said: “The govern-
ment has directed Uday Bhan to
deposit two sureties of equal
amount to the satisfaction of the
DM, along with a personal bond
of the same amount.”

The SPMLA was killed in 1996
when a group of people fired on
his vehicle with AK-47 rifles in
Prayagraj’s Civil Lines area. Two
others, includingJawahar Yadav’s
driver Gulab Yadav, alsodied inthe
attack. A police investigation
found the murder was the result
of political and business rivalry.

Uday Bhan won the 2002 and
2007 state polls on a BJP ticket.
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e From diamond city, table tennis players eye Olympic gold

room, where he spent countless
hours with his father and brother
— at times even his mother —
playing table tennis. Today, the
room has been converted into a
“museum” of sorts, with
Harmeet’s medals, trophies and
tournament accreditation cards.

His first coach Shabbir Bengali
says Harmeet's craze for TT grew
with every positive result. “No one
played TT professionally thenand
there were no coaches as such. I
trained childrenataschoolandin
societies but there was nobody as
dedicated to the sport as
Harmeet,” Bengali said.

Seeing Harmeet practice for
hours, his mother thought his
craze was “justa phase”.She only
realised that it wasn’t a craze
when Harmeet, then eight, trav-
elled to Ajmer for trials at the
Petroleum Sports Promotion
Board (PSPB) Academy with his
father. His mother was shocked
when his father returned alone.
Having been selected, Harmeet
had chosen to stay back.

The year he spent at the acad-
emy changed Harmeet forever.In
hindsight, he says, it changed him

for the better. “Iwent toa couple of
national ranking tournaments
and won a title in the under-10
category but I missed home and
decided to come back,” he says.

The immediate problem he
faced was the level of competition
in Surat. His brother, who he
struggled to beat earlier, was no
longer his competition. There was
nobody he could spar with that
was better than him. This meant
he had to travel to other TT hubs
inthe country in search of quality
partners and facilities. “I must
have practised at every major
training facility in India,” he says.

His parents spared no ex-
pense. Besides getting him dozens
of bats, balls and other equipment
— none of them cheap — they
would also hire coaches from
other cities to train him in Surat,
attimes paying32,000 per day, ex-
cluding travel.

After cementing his place in
the Indian team in the past
decades, Harmeet, following in
10-time national champion
Sharath Kamal'’s footsteps, went
for training stints in Germany. He
was instrumental in India’s his-

toric team championship bronze
atthe 2018 Asian Games and gold
medals at the Commonwealth
Games.

He was also inspiring an entire
generation of players from Surat.
Manav being one of them.

“When [ was playing at city
and state meets, everyone would
talk about Harmeet and how he
was winning national titles. I
wanted to play like him,” says
Manav, whoisranked among the
top-60 in the world.

Asachild, while he did well in
cricket and was a talented skater,
hekeptlosingin TT. And when his
parents asked him to pick one of
the three sports, he chose TT just
because he kept losing. What
Manav didn’t know then was that
his coach Vaheed Malubhai was
making him play against state
championsin his academy, which
had just one table.

Like Harmeet, Manav too
went to the Ajmer academy. Only
Manav was 12, old enough to
adapt to the conditions better. The
academy proved to be a game-
changer for him too.

Manav is now seen as the heir

of men’s table tennis in India, af-
ter the trio of Sharath, G Sathiyan
and Harmeet move on.

“The basics remain the same,
but at the highest level, you have
tokeep changing your game sothe
opponent doesn’t know which
side is going to show up,” Manav
tells The Indian Express at his new
apartment overlooking the Tapi.

When Harmeet started play-
ing almost 24 years ago, there
wasn't a single academy in Surat.
Now, there are over 20 quality
academies and more than 30 cen-
tres for TT coaching. Competition
inthe sport has become sorobust
that Surat is expected to do well
in state-level competitions.

A live-in TT academy opened
last year on the outskirts of Surat.
The Tapti Valley International
School is now home to top pad-
dlers from Gujarat. It boasts of all
modern facilities. Recently, it got
the biggest stars too. Both
Harmeet and Manav have shifted
to Surat to train at the academy.

“Why go anywhere when we
have the best facilities here?
Everything is monitored, includ-
ing our diet,” says Harmeet.
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Neglect, bordering on
derision, of these issues
caused the disastrous slide in
the number of seats won by
the BJP in the Lok Sabha
elections of 2024. The BJP is
not repentant. Nor, going by
public statements, is it willing
to reconsider its model: crony
capitalist, trickle-down,
capital biased and
protectionist...

Look for things that you may not find

LIKE MANY other earnest well-wishers of
the economy, I always read, reflect and
write on the eve of the annual Union
Budget — and leave Parliament House of-
ten disappointed on Budget day.

Afterwards,1goback to the people and
speak to persons from different walks of
life including MLAs, economists, busi-
nesspersons, farmers, women, youth and,
above all, party activists. The last-named
give me feedback from the ground, espe-
cially the chatter in the local markets. In
practically every year during the last 10
years, I found that the Budget ‘announce-
ments’ vanished without a trace in 48
hours, and the chatter ceased.

DAUNTING CHALLENGES

The main reasons for the disappoint-
ing outcome are because the Budget mak-
ers lose touch with reality and fail to make
an objective assessment of the economic
situation. Let'’s take 2024-25 for which the
Budget will be presented on July 23,2024.
An objective assessment of the economic
situation will reveal that:

B Unemployment is the biggest chal-
lenge to youth, families and social peace.
For a few dozen vacancies or a few thou-
sand posts, millions of candidates apply
and write an examination or appear foran
interview. Question papers leak. Bribes are
paid. Some examinations or interviews are
cancelled at the last minute causing great
distress. These are the direct consequences
of an explosive unemployment situation.
According to CMIE, the all-India unem-

ploymentrateis 9.2 per cent. So-called jobs
have increased in Agriculture (really, dis-
guised unemployment), Construction (ir-
regular) and the gig economy (insecure).

Youth want regular jobs with a mod-
icum of security of tenure and fair wages.
Such jobs are available in the government
and government-controlled bodies. At the
beginning of 2024, there were 10 lakh va-
cancies in such posts but there is no evi-
dence that the central government is keen
to fill the vacancies. Such jobs can also be
created in a vibrant manufacturing sector
and in high-value services like financial
services, information technology, shipping,
air transport, hospitality, healthcare, edu-
cation, and research and development.
Manufacturing output has stagnated at 15
per cent of GDP because Indian promot-
ers have shown extreme reluctance to in-
vest. The rapid expansion of manufactur-
ing and high-value services requires a
radical re-set of economic policies and a
bold embrace of foreign investment and
foreign trade.

M Price rise or inflation is the other
major challenge. Wholesale price inflation,
as measured by the government, is at a
high of 3.4 per cent. CPlinflationis 5.1 per
centand food inflationis 94 per cent. Since
India is not a common market with free
flow of goods and services to every part of
the country, the rates vary from state to
state and, within a state, from well-con-
nected districts to poor and remote dis-
tricts. Except perhaps the top 20-30 per
cent of the population, every family has
been hurt by inflation. Some are grumpy;,

most are angry.

Based on your degree of satisfaction
that the Budget speech and the allocations
have outlined credible steps to tackle un-
employment and price rise, you may allot
up to 50 marks.

TwO OTHER CHALLENGES

The remaining 50 marks may be al-
lotted under the heads of education,
healthcare and other people’s priorities.
India will not become a developed coun-
try aslong as we have sub-standard edu-
cation and healthcare. Education, espe-
cially school education, is undoubtedly
widespread but of poor quality. The real-
ity is that a child spends, on average, 7 to
8 yearsinaschool. Nearly one-half of the
children are unable to read or write a sim-
ple text in any language and are numeri-
cally challenged. They are not fit for any
skilled job. There are thousands of one-
teacher schools. The schools have huge
deficiencies of classrooms, toilets and
teaching aids, not to speak of libraries or
laboratories. The central government
must drive — and help — the states to ad-
dress these fundamental problems and
not waste its resources and time on push-
ing a controversial NEP or a scandal-rid-
den NTA/NEET.

Healthcare is better but not suffi-
cient. Public healthcare is growing quan-
titatively but not in quality. Out of pocket
expenditure is still about 47 per cent of
total health expenditure (NHAE, Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare). Private

healthcare is growing both in quantity
and quality butis absolutely beyond the
reach of the vast majority of people.
Overall, there is a grave shortage of doc-
tors, nurses, medical technicians, and di-
agnostic equipment and machines. The
central government’s expenditure on
healthcare has declined to 0.28 per cent
asa proportion of GDP and to 1.9 per cent
as a proportion of total expenditure (Tol
dated July 15, 2024). Public satisfaction
with public healthcare is low.

HARD, HARDER SLAP

Other people’s priorities are stagnant
wages, rising household debt, falling con-
sumption of wage goods, legal guarantee
for MSP, burden of educationloansand the
Agnipath scheme. These challenges have
solutions: minimum wage of Rs 400,
legally guaranteed MSP, education loan
forgiveness, and abolition of Agnipath.

Neglect, bordering on derision, of
these issues caused the disastrous slide
in the number of seats won by the BJP in
the Lok Sabha elections of 2024. The BJP
is not repentant. Nor, going by public
statements, is it willing to reconsider its
model: crony capitalist, trickle-down,
capital biased and protectionist. The peo-
ple gave the BJP a harder slap in the 13
Assembly by-elections in July: the
I.N.D.I.A. bloc won 10 of them and in-
creased their vote share dramatically
(The Hindu dated July 17, 2024). Will the
Budget respond to the warnings on the
wall? Keep your fingers crossed.

Watching the American
polls, one debate at a time

Dalitality
SURAJ YENGDE

Twitter @ Surajyengde V

SITTING IN the US, in my apartment, I saw
the live debate between US presidential
candidates Joe Biden and Donald | Trump.
Biden’s performance was unimpressive. |
was expecting the debate to be more an-
imated since it included Trump.l remem-
ber his past presidential debate with
Hillary Clinton in 2016. I was in Chicago,
visiting a Telugu Dalit family of business
folks. The hosts, who favoured the woman
candidate, saw Clinton being ripped to
shreds by Trump’s scathing attacks.

As he attacked, it was clear that he was
not going to play by the rulebook. He pre-
sented himself as the captain of the boys’
club who treated anything that chal-
lenged his whimsical views as an affront.

Though he began his speech on July 18
- his first since surviving an assassination
attempt onJuly 13 - by striking an unusu-
ally conciliatory tone amidst calls for na-
tional unity, he quickly veered towards fa-
miliar territory by raising the bogey of
"invasion" from the southern border and
talking of how Biden would usher in
World War III. Thus, so far; it’s the same ol’
Donald vs the same ol’ Joe.

The architect of Trumpian appeal is
former White House Chief Strategist Steve
Bannon, who noticed a striking gap in the
conduct of American politics, which he
identified as “elite” and “alienated”. He
was later thrown out by Trump from his
administration. Bannon was recently in-
terviewed by New York Times columnist
David Brooks. Bannon introduced his
movement as the “Army of the
Awakened” who are trained online and
go after the elites on social media. Bannon
has also created the nationalist appeal of
America First. While almost every country
in the world prioritises its own citizens,
one thing that America does fantastically
is to merge the global image of self-sus-
tenance with local resources.

Bannon holds the view that the visa
regime is exploited by foreign students, par-
ticularly those from India and China. Besides
wanting them to return within a couple of
weeks after completing their coursework,
he wants to reduce foreign student intake
by 50%. He pitted this against the lack of rep-

- B

resentations of Black and Hispanic groups.
He is sensational but shortsighted. When
the David Cameron-led UK government
tried to restrict foreign student access, the
burgeoning middle class in developing
countries sent their pupils to the US, Canada
and Australia, instead.

Liberal White friends from
Massachusetts came over for dinner. One
was an attorney, the other a professor.
Both are retired and had houses in a plush
neighbourhood in Greater Boston. They
hated Trump’s guts and his unflattering
remarks on various groups they consid-
ered needed protection. They said that no
matter Biden’s performance — they
thought of him as “incapable” in his cur-
rent state — they swore they wouldn’t
switch to the Republican side.

After the debate, a senior journalist liv-
ing in the Boston area told me that he was
concerned about Biden but cautioned
against playing too much into Trumpian
attacks. Still, the journalist was consistent
in his support as an “anti-Trump candi-
date”. Eversince the debate three weeks
ago, a lot has changed. All of a sudden,
Biden’s promise to lead a second term is
being met with suspicion. Even the donor
class of the Democrats has started ques-
tioning his ability to win. His strongest
supporters, former President Barack
Obama and ex-Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who
would pop up in YouTube ads daily ask-
ing for a donation of $5, have urged him
not to run again.

[ronically, his rival Bernie Sanders en-
dorsed him in an op-ed in the New York
Times. While the endorsement was like a
lifeline for the Biden poll panel, one can
certainly reckon that he himselfis ready to
callit quits. Two candidates could win the
baton — Vice-President, Kamala Harris,
and Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer. We cannot say for sure what the
future holds, as we prepare for the next
couple of months to decide the fate of this
messy economy that is in the hands of
leaders with bureaucrats who are hated
by the Republican vote bank and an auto-
craticleader with the impulse control of a
toddler.

ButIam not going to think about it, as
[ am currently in Kenya. The tribal caste
groups here and their animosity over
caste nepotism held by President Ruto is
being challenged by Gen-Z. We should see
what happens here.

Suraj Yengde, author of ‘Caste Matters’,
curates Dalitality, and has
returned to Harvard University

history

HEADLINE
ANAND MOHAN J

INTHE heart of Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar city;,
around 250 km from Bhopal, lies the tomb
of Chishti saint Kamal al-Din, a follower of
Farid-al Din Ganj-i-Shakar and Nizam al-
Din Auliya. Adjacent to this tomb stands a
spacious hypostyle mosque constructed
primarily from “reused” temple parts.

The Bhojshala Temple-cum-Kamal
Maula mosque complex in the district has
been at the centre of a dispute dating back
to the demolition of Babri Masjid in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ayodhya in 1992. While Hindus
regard the Archeological Survey of India
(ASI)-protected complex in Dhar as a tem-
ple dedicated to Goddess Vagdevi
(Saraswati), Muslims consider it the site
of the Kamal Maula mosque.

An ASI survey report on the disputed
site, submitted in Madhya Pradesh High
Court on July 15 this year, stated that its
scientific investigation had revealed the
“existing structure was made from parts
of earlier temples”. The report was sub-
mitted following a PIL filed before the High
Court by the ‘Hindu Front for Justice’ that
had challenged an ASI order dated April 7,
2003, that permitted puja at the complex
on Tuesdays and namaz on Fridays.

The July 15 report was met with much
enthusiasm by the state’s Right-wing out-
fits, which have been demanding the clo-
sure of the Kamal Maula mosque, a ban
on Friday namaz and installation of a
Saraswati idol in the Bhojshala complex
since December 1992. Right-wing groups
here have also claimed that Paramara dy-
nasty’s Raja Bhoja — who has become
their potent symbol of late — built the
temple at the disputed complex.

The Kamal Maula mosque at the dis-
puted site has been referred to in the writ-
ings of English author John Malcolm in
1822 and Major General William Kincaid
in 1844. While they documented popular
legends associated with Raja Bhoj, they
never identified the ‘Bhojshala’.

According to a 2012 research paper by
Michael Willis, published by the Royal
Asiatic Society, the Bhojshala (the Hall of
Bhoj)was a centre for Sanskrit studies as-
sociated with Raja Bhoja. Willis noted that
the mosque adjacent to Kamal al-Din
Chisti’s tomb had been identified as the
Bhojshala since the early 20th century,
turning it into “a focal point of religious,
social, and political tension”.

In his paper, titled “Dhar, Bhoja and
Sarasvati: from Indology to Political
Mythology and Back”, Willis traced the
first reference to Bhoja by Alois Anton

A find, a conundrum &
naming of a Bhojshala

The Kamal Maula mosque at the
disputed site. Wikimedia Commons

Fuhrer, a German Indologist, who worked
for the ASI. Fuhrer travelled to Central India
in 1893 and recorded the mosque complex
using the term “Bhoja’s school”. However,
he was dismissed from his position in the
ASI after an investigation uncovered an
enormous degree of bad scholarship.

On the invention of the term
‘Bhojshala’, Willis had argued that a small
archeological department office was es-
tablished in Dhar in 1902 by the British
government under the charge of
Superintendent of State Education K K
Lele. At that time, Lele had found “two ser-
pentine inscriptions giving the alphabet
and grammatical rules of the Sanskrit lan-
guage”. This posed a conundrum for Lele
who, in a bid to explain the mosque at
Kamal al-Din as a “reused” Hindu build-
ing with a Sanskrit basis “invented” the
term Bhojshala, since Sanskrit refers to ed-
ucational institutions as vidyalaya,
vidyapeeth or jnanpith.

Known for the love story of Malwa’s
King Baz Bahadur and shepherdess
Roopmati, Dhar soon came under the
shadow of communal politics that con-
tinues to surround Bhojshala even now.
Tensions first broke out at this site in 1952,
when Hindus decided to celebrate Bhoja
Diwas. This prompted the Muslims to cel-
ebrate an urs (the death anniversary of
Sufi saint Moinuddin Chishti) in 1953.
Over the next few decades, Muslims
would continue to offer namaz at the site
on Friday, while Hindus gathered there to
celebrate Basant Panchami.

After the demolition of Babri Masjid,
Right-wing outfits in Madhya Pradesh
started demanding opening of the site for
Hindu worship. In 1994, on the second an-
niversary of the demolition of Babri
Masjid, a curfew was imposed in the dis-
trict after the VHP threatened to hoist a

flag on the monument. In years that fol-
lowed, local peace committees worked
out a formula to ensure both communi-
ties gained access to the site, and even
worked out an agreement on the Tuesday
and Friday prayers.

This agreement was flouted in 1997.
Once again, a curfew was imposed in the
district after the VHP threatened to hoist
aflag atop the site.In 2003, an election year
for the state, around a dozen policemen
were injured in Dhar and several police ve-
hicles torched by amob protesting against
the alleged “high-handedness” of the dis-
trictadministration in handling the Hindu
Jagran Manch'’s plan to enter the site on
Basant Panchami. In February’s Lok Sabha
session that year, the controversy found its
way to Delhi, where senior BJP leaders
called for the opening of the Bhojshala.
Former CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan, then
an MP from Vidisha, informed the Lok
Sabha that “the State government had
banned the entry of Hindus in Bhojshala
by suppressing the feelings of Hindus”.

InMarch 2003, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-
led NDA government waded into this con-
troversy after Union Tourism Minister
Jagmohan Malhotra asked the Digvijaya
Singh-led Congress government to allow
Hindus to pray at the site from sunrise to
sunset, and to permit Muslims to offer na-
maz between 1 pm and 3 pm on Fridays.
This differed from the formula set by the
Congress government, which stipulated
that Hindus would be allowed to offer
prayers at the site for two hours on Tuesday.

In 2003, the disputed site became a
campaign issue for the state BJP unit. Uma
Bharti, then the BJP campaign incharge for
Madhya Pradesh, had in the run-up to the
polls trained her guns on the Digvijaya gov-
ernment that had tried to troubleshoot this
hotspot for past communal incidents. The
Hindu Jagran Manch meanwhile mobilised
voters in the region on the Bhojshalaissue.
These events gave Bharti the momentum
she needed to unseat the Digvijaya govern-
ment. She would take over as CM in
December 2003. In 2022, the Shivraj-led
BJP government promised to bring back the
Saraswati idol from the British Museum,
further fueling the political discourse.

Decades later, even as Bharti, now
sidelined by the BJP, did not contest the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the Bhojshala re-
mained an election issue in Dhar, where
Right-wing outfits still dream of turning
the site into MP’s Ram Janmabhoomi
movement.

HOW DOES one continue to love Alice
Munro? But, how does one not?
How does one reconcile she, the chroni-
cler of women'’s invisible everyday lives,
with she, the enabler of her daughter’s
sexual assaulter? But, really, can we not?
Munro’s biggest crime for the world will
always be that she remained silent.
However, how many of us are not guilty
of that very same failing, in one way or
another, and live daily with this knowl-
edge?

Like the memory seared in me of the
oily ponytail of the Sanskrit teacher at my
school, proudly wearing his Brahmin ho-

Alice Munro, her silence and ours

liness on that little tuft of hair, as he stood
in front of me and made loaded innuen-
dos, while I shrank further and further
into my chair. No, I did not speak; and nei-
ther did anyone else in that classroom.

Like the recollection of every detail of
being grabbed out of the blue while walk-
ing down the street by a young man, part
of alaughing group, or in a crowded pub-
lic bus by a leery co-passenger. The pub-
lic assault left me stunned, and feeling all
alone, though also teaching me a lesson to
instinctively lean back on, on how to
“safely” navigate such spaces.

Like the betrayal of being groped by
an uncle in my own home, trying to raise
the issue and being told to forgive this
“momentary lapse”. Years have passed,
butIlive it every time he genially joins us

for family events. Does he remember, as
Ido? And how canlsee himin ever kinder
light, like I do now? What does it make
me?

My silence, or ours, doesn’t in even a
tiny little way absolve Munro’s abandon-
ment of her daughter Andrea Skinner, in
her own words, at every stage of her life
— from when she was nine to when she
became a mother with young children of
her own. Neither does it hide the shock
one feels, particularly as a mother, that
Munro could choose to love and live with
aman who had harmed a child so utterly
defenceless.

No, this is only an effort to understand
the author who understands us so
acutely, and an admission that — like her
— very few among us are not complicit in

silences. And were Munro’s women not
all about that? Bound by silences that al-
lowed some to do what they wanted, and
others to not do anything at all?

Yes, the world has moved on. Only a
couple of days ago, all it took was a thread
of social media posts to bring down a cor-
porate honcho accused of molestation.
However, not all of us have it in us to be
avenging heroes. The omerta we choose
after all is part of our lifelong endeavour
for “normalcy”, to push our boundaries
and still have our feet on solid, unshake-
able grounds.

[ even find myself questioning if this
social media trial is not mob justice in an-
other form, playing judge, jury and execu-
tioner. And then wondering if all this has
to do with my guilt regarding my own si-
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lence, and the failure to do anything
aboutit.

[ want to believe — and [ do — that
Munro carried that weight too, and par-
ticularly the weight of the fact that she
couldn’t deny her love for the man who
had assaulted her daughter.

Women aren’t supposed to make that
choice, especially mothers. But Munro’s
women have told us all along to look, look
beyond. Her women were never perfect
moms, wives, daughters, or girlfriends,
just people carrying on the best they
knew how, with what little they had.

So we judge her the harshest, and not
other adults around Andrea who also
chose to carry on with their lives, brush-
ing past an abused nine-year-old.

And that there is another silence.

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen singh

[.eaders
must listen

IN RECENT days,  have found myself won-
dering more than once if the higher ech-
elons of the Bharatiya Janata Party have
mysteriously become completely deaf.
There seems to be no other reason why
the message that voters sent in the Lok
Sabha elections is being ignored. The
sharpest rebuke came from Uttar Pradesh
and it has remained completely unheard.
Last week, the Chief Minister’s Deputy
made his rebellion against the senior lead-
ership loud and public. He reminded
those at the top that there was a need for
some deep introspection about the state
of the party.

The rebellion was quickly squashed.
But then the RSS chief made a speech last
week, in which he said men should not
think they were gods because this would
lead to them thinking that they were God
himself. Were they listening in the BJP
headquarters? Apparently not. They ap-
peared to convey to the Prime Minister
that they were certain it was panic cre-
ated by the opposition’s ‘false narrative’
that was to blame for the party returning
to power without a full majority. They
should ask themselves why the opposi-
tion parties were successful in convinc-
ing voters of their narrative and why the
BJP failed.

Instead, they decided that the way to
take on the ‘false narrative’ about the
Constitution being changed was to com-
memorate the Emergency by declaring
June 25 as 'Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas'.
They forgot that it was through a provi-
sion in the Constitution that Indira Gandhi
suspended democracy. It might have been
more appropriate to celebrate the end of
the Emergency instead. What commem-
orating 'Murder of Constitution Day' in-
dicates s that the BJP’s top leadership has
not realized that it was more than fears of
the Constitution being changed that
turned voters hostile.

At the top of my list is the atmosphere
of hatred and fear that has become nor-
mal since Narendra Modi became prime
minister. This is evidently something that
nobody has told him or there would not
have been that sickening edict in Uttar
Pradesh last week that orders shopkeep-
ers to write their names outside their
shops. Ostensibly, this was done because
of the Kanwar Yatra in which Hindus trek
hundreds of kilometres to the Ganga to
carry home pots of its sacred water.
Ostensibly, this is to ensure that there is
no communal tension along the route of
the pilgrimage. But this Yatra has taken
place for decades without trouble, so why
this monstrous new edict?

Monstrous because it recalls Germany
in the thirties, when a similar edict by the
Nazis set off the events that led to the
Holocaust. Muslim leaders have pointed
out the ominous similarity, and they are
right. For me, it was both chilling and sad
to see ‘Arif Fruit’ scrawled in shaky letters
on the side of a pavement shop that will
certainly ensure that Hindu pilgrims avoid
buying Muslim mangoes. The owner of
the rickety barrow probably makes
enough to survive the day and the pil-
grimage would have helped hugely. The
Hindu owner of a dhaba was reported on
social media to have been ordered to sus-
pend his Muslim employees for the pe-
riod of the pilgrimage. This is shameful.
But is anyone up there listening?

There has been an orchestrated eco-
nomic boycott of Muslim businesses for
ten years now. And one message that
Uttar Pradesh voters tried to send was that
people were sick of the hatred and fear
that seemingly has official backing. This
time, it is a pilgrimage that is the excuse.
There is always some excuse. Before this
Yatra, it was beef, cow slaughter and ‘love
jihad’. The wounds left by this campaign
of hate are deep.

Itis not asif BJP chief ministers cannot
find better things to do. One of the biggest
failures of the past decade has been the
failure of Modi’s chief ministers to im-
prove government schools. They are so
bad that in most countries they would not
be considered schools at all. They churn
out students who are barely able to read
and count, and this handicaps them when
they seek higher education and jobs.
Unless there is revolutionary reform, there
is no chance at all that India will benefit
from our vaunted ‘population dividend'.

If the BJP wants to win the state elec-
tions that happen in the next few months,
its leaders will need to show that they have
heard the message that voters sent by
denying the party a full majority this time.
This can best be achieved by BJP chief min-
isters showing that they can bring real
change in the lives of ordinary people by
improving schools and healthcare, and by
showing that they can govern better. There
is much constructive change needed and
itis needed desperately.

Why thenis the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh allowed to continue poisoning
the communal atmosphere in his state?
Has he not noticed that it was his state that
was most responsible for the Prime
Minister being denied a full majority in
his third term? It truly is as if the top lead-
ers of the BJP have suddenly become hard
of hearing or asif they are pretending to be
deaf. That is worse still. Modi may have
managed to become prime minister for a
‘historic’ third time, as he likes to tell peo-
ple on his foreign travels, but he must
know that things have changed for him.
Alittle introspection will go a long way:.
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YesBank Q1 net
profit surges
46.7%

New Delhi: Private sector
lender Yes Bank on Saturday
reported a 46.7 per cent
growth in net profit to Rs 502
crore for the June 2024 quar-
ter, helped by a reduction in
provisions. The city-headquar-
tered bank’s core net interest
incomerose 12.2 percenttoRs
2,000 crore. Its net interest
margin stayed flat at 2.4 per
cent. The deposits, on which a
good part of the system is
struggling, were up by over 20
per cent. The otherincomeline
grew 5.1 per cent to Rs 1,141
crore during the quarter.Its
overall provisions declined 41.2
per cent to Rs 212 crore, and a
senior official credited the
same to the recoveries on bad
assets, which were transferred
to JC Flowers Asset
Reconstruction Company. PTI

EPFO adds record
19.5 lakh net
membersin May

New Delhi: Retirement fund
body EPFO has recorded the
highest net addition of 19.50
lakh members in May 2024,
the Labour Ministry said on
Saturday. The addition during
the month s the highest since
the first payroll data wasissued
in April 2018, the ministry said
in a statement. The ministry
stated that year-over-year
analysis showed a 19.62 per
cent growth in net member
additions compared to May
2023. This surge in member-
ship can be attributed to nu-
merous factors, including in-
creased employment
opportunities, a growing
awareness of employee bene-
fits, and the effectiveness of
EPFO's outreach programmes,
it stated. PTI

BPCL sees
further cutsin
0il OSPs

New Delhi: Bharat Petroleum
Corp, India’s third-biggest re-
finer, expects Middle Eastern
producers to cut the official
selling prices (OSPs) of their
crude in coming months to
reflect lower margins on fuel
sales, its head of finance said
on Saturday. Lower fuel
cracks are hitting the prof-
itability of refiners globally.
Complex refining margins in
Asia have dropped by half to
$4.10 per barrel as of July 19
compared with about $8.20
per barrel in February.
“Compared to April-May the
OSPs are moderate and these
OSPs will be further moder-
ated because cracks are on
lower side,” Vetsa
Ramakrishna Gupta said dur-
ing an analysts call. PTI

M&M to
unveil ‘Thar
Roxx’ SUV
on August 15

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 20

MAHINDRA & Mahindra
(M&M) will launch its much-
awaited five-door Thar vehicle,
called ‘Thar ROXX’, on August
15, the company said on
Saturday.

“The Mahindra ‘Thar ROXX’
will further strengthen the al-
ready strong Thar brand, em-
powering customers to ‘ex-
plore the impossible’ with
luxury and be a part of the Thar
lifestyle,” it added.

Veejay Nakra, President,
Automotive Sector, M&M Ltd,
said the ‘Thar ROXX’ with its
distinctive design, premium
quotient, advanced technology,
enhanced performance, so-
phistication, and safety is ‘the’
SUV. “While retaining the core
attributes of the iconic Thar,
the ‘Thar ROXX’ represents the
larger-than-life personality of
a rockstar and will disrupt the
SUV category,” he added.

Thar ROXX is expected to
have more features than the
existing three-door off-road
version and may come in both
petrol and diesel versions.

Only 11 trading members, 5

AMCs faced IT dlsruptlons

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 20

ONLY 11 stock market trading
members and five asset man-
agement companies (AMCs) in
the country were affected by the
recent IT outage due to disrup-
tion in Microsoft Corp’s cloud
services.On Friday, a major
global outage of Microsoft sys-
tems caused disruptions across
various sectors from airlines to
healthcare to financial services,
globally, including India.

However, the issues at the af-
fected trading members and
AMCs or mutual fund houses in
the country were resolved on
the same day.

“In India, all exchanges and
clearing corporations func-
tioned without any impact. Out
of the 1400+ trading members
ecosystem, there were 11 trad-
ing members who reported dis-
ruptions to their operations,
which were either resolved dur-
ing the day, or are being re-
solved,” the stock exchanges
said in a joint statement.
Overall, exchanges and clearing
corporations have not wit-
nessed any significantimpact to
the trading and clearing activi-
ties in the Indian securities mar-

Overall, exchanges and clearing corporations have not
witnessed any significant impact to the trading. File

ket, the statement said. Clearing
corporation is an entity associ-
ated with a stock exchange to
handle the confirmation, settle-
ment and delivery of transac-
tions.

Separately, Association of
Mutual Funds in India (AMEFI),
which is an association of mu-
tual funds across the country,
said all the Asset Management
Companies (AMCs), their mu-
tual funds and Registrar and
Transfer Agents (RTAs) func-
tioned without any impact.

“Out of the 44 AMCs, there

were 5 AMCs who reported dis-
ruptions to some important
functions, which were resolved
during the day and did not have
any material impact on opera-
tions,” the AMFI statement said.

Overall, the Indian mutual
funds industry did not witness
any significant impact to the
daily activities, it said.

RTAs help mutual fund
houses in maintaining accurate
records of investors, their trans-
actions, and ensuring compli-
ance with regulatory require-
ments.

UNIONBUDGET 2024-25

Likely winners and losers across sectors

The Union Budget on July 23 will be the first major policy
announcement of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s third
five-year term, which could usher in changes to economic

priorities

After the election result, the government is expected to boost
consumptionin Asia's third-largest economy by lowering personal taxes or
increasing spending on consumer-focused areas. While that could benefit
consumer goods makers, real estate and housing finance firms as well as
infrastructure and auto companies, some sectors could also stand to lose,

said brokerages.

HERE ARE SOME OF LIKELY WINNERS AND LOSERS:

RURAL-LINKED SECTORS
M The government s
expected toallocate
more funds for rural
schemes to stimulate
consumption, according to Citi

M Aless than 5%-7% increasein
tobacco taxes could be a positive
forITC,according to Jefferies

REALESTATE

M The government s
likely to allocate more
funds for affordable
housing, benefitting
developers, Citi said.

M Moreover, the introduction of an
interest subsidy scheme for urban
housing would boost financiers,
said Jefferies.

AUTOMAKERS
M India doled out
subsidies worth Rs
115 billion rupees over
fiveyearstodrive the
adoption of electric vehicles and
Macquarie expects the government
toretain both the quantumand
tenureinitslatest scheme

MANUFACTURING
- M The pushon
production-linked
} incentive schemesis
expected to continue,
according to HSBC.
M That will help manufacturers of
technology hardware, telecom
equipment, electronicsand
medical devices among others

TRADING

M Any changein
capital gains tax -
either by raising the
holding period or tax
rate could be adampener for
equities, Morgan Stanley said,
though it says such moves are

Flights near
normal; only 75
cancelled

Mumbai: Airline and air-
port services affected
Friday due to the global
tech outage due to a sys-
tem crash at Microsoft
were back to near normal
on Saturday, though the
industry continued to
face cancellation of
scheduled flights.

Ticket booking and
web check-in services re-
sumed, while Digi Yatra
was still down at a few
airports.

On Friday airlines had
asked flyers to avoid
making multiple booking
attempts online after
consumers complained
of unsuccessful transac-
tions. As per aviation data
provider Cirium, India
witnessed 75 cancella-
tions of a total of 3,612
scheduled flights till 5.30
pm on Saturday.

SWARAJ
BAGGONKAR/FE

unlikely

M But, if enacted, they would
increase the tax burden on equity
and mutual fund investors, eroding
the tax advantage they enjoy over
investorsinotherasset classes

Source: Reuters

SALE OF ELECTRONICS ON AMAZON

How Prime Day deals fare agamst street prices

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

AMAZON’S YEARLY major dis-
count sale, Prime Day, is live this
year, offering products at lower
costs than those in physical
shops. Apple products, known for
their aspirational value and
higher costs compared to com-
petitors, often see significant dis-
counts during such sales. E-tail-
ers offer lucrative deals on
products like the iPhone, iPad,
and MacBook. Other companies’
smartphones, including
Samsung and OnePlus, also fea-
ture in the sale.

A comparison of discounts for
key Apple, Samsung, and
OnePlus products available at
Amazon'’s Prime Day sale shows
that Amazon generally offers
slightly steeper discounts com-
pared to physical retailers. With
the exception of the iPhone 15,
most Apple products were
cheaper on Amazon’s Prime Day
compared to physical store
prices. The OnePlus 12 is priced
the same on Amazonasitisatre-
tailers. However, it’s worth not-
ing that Amazon did not offer
deals across the entire Apple
product suite, with only a hand-
ful of products discounted.

Here are some electronics-re-

Most Apple products were cheaper on Amazon’s Prime Day
compared to physical store prices. File

lated deals available during
Amazon Prime Day (at the time
of publishing), compared to their
prices at retailers and e-com-
merce offerings:

IPHONE 15 (128 GB):
AMAZON: ¥70,900

STREET PRICE: ¥70,645 (calculated
as anaverage of prices on Croma and
Vijay Sales websites)

Currently part of the latest
iPhone series (before the next
generation launch in September),
the iPhone 15 is the only Apple
product where the street price is
slightly cheaper than Amazon’s
sale price. It's considered the best
non-Pro iPhone currently avail-
able and could be a good option

for those upgrading from older
models or switching from
Android. However, waiting for
the next-generation iPhones
might be advisable for many
users.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S24
ULTRA (512 GB):
AMAZON:¥1,27,999
STREET PRICE: ¥1,39,999

For those in the Android uni-
verse, the Galaxy S24 Ultra offers
a solid choice with arguably the
best zoom camera on any smart-
phone currently available.
Samsung has also introduced
several artificial intelligence fea-
tures in its operating system, en-
hancing user experience.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

ONEPLUS 12 (256 GB):
AMAZON:¥59,999
STREET PRICE: ¥59,999

OnePlus continues to impress
with great performance at a dis-
counted price. The OnePlus 12
model is priced the same on
Amazon and at retailers.

IPHONE 14 (128 GB):
AMAZON:¥61,790
STREET PRICE: ¥66,040

TheiPhone 14 isagood choice
for those not needing the latest
technology from Apple. It will
likely receive security updates for
the foreseeable future and pro-
vides a smooth user experience
for everyday tasks. Though not
the latest in Apple’s lineup, the
iPhone 14 is more than capable
for most users. It’s also worth
noting that the iPhone 14 is avail-
able for Rs 60,990 on Vijay Sales,
whichis cheaper than Amazon’s
price. However, the street price is
higher due to Croma not offering
any discounts on this model at
the time of publication.

IPHONE 13 (128 GB):
AMAZON:¥48,799
STREET PRICE: ¥52,040

For those looking to save
more, the iPhone 13 is a viable
option. It’s the only Apple model
with several deals on Amazon,
indicating strong demand for

Crupe WATCcH
OIL SETTLES AT ONE-MONTH LOW

Houston: Oil prices settled over $2 lower on Friday at their lowest level
since mid-June as investors eyed a possible ceasefire in Gaza, while a
strengthened dollar drove values down further. REUTERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘Geo tensions, food insecurity
driving fragmentation of agri
trade; domestic presence key’

THE NETHERLANDS-BASED
Louis Dreyfus Company (LDC)is
one of the world’s largest agri-
cultural commodities traders,
with a significant presence in
India. The company’s operations
in the country include trading in
grains, oil seeds, cotton, sugar,
and rice. Additionally, LDChasa
coffee milling facility in
Kushalnagar, Karnataka, and an
edible oil refinery in Kandla,
Gujarat.

Inaninterview with AGGAM
WALIA, RUBENS MARQUES,
Head of South and Southeast
Asia at LDC, shares his insights
on the rapidly evolving land-
scape of agricultural trade. He
discusses the impact of climate
change and geopolitical volatil-
ity on global agricultural mar-
kets and the importance of mak-
ing agriculture an attractive
profession for the next genera-
tion of farmers. Edited excerpts:

Agricultural production and
trading is becoming
increasingly volatile. What
are some of the key drivers
behind this trend?

What we’ve been observing
in the last few years is that be-
cause of climate change disrup-
tions, but also geopolitical
events, we're seeing a lot of
volatility in the market. We do
see weather events becoming
more unpredictable. We will al-
ways have good years and bad
years, it’s a part of our business.
But what we are observing is
that these events are becoming
more difficult to predict. When
you look at our role in trading,
we basically help solve supply
and demand imbalances. If
you're able to predict what the
weather is going to be like, you
do your crop forecasting, your
supply and demand forecasting,
then our job becomes a bit easier.

We also see an escalation in
alot of geopolitical tensions and
countries are focusing a little bit
more on their own food and fuel
insecurity. I think that’s a hot
topic in India, but you can see
thatacross alot of the countries
where we’re present. This is
leading to fragmentation of
trade, which is here to stay.In a
globalised world, moving com-
modities from one place where
you have a surplus to places
where you need it should func-
tion very well.

If India has an exportable
surplus of rice, you are going to
export that to countries where
you don’t have enough of it. But
because you have countries
looking a little bit more inwards
and focusing on food or fuel se-
curity, that basically disrupts
how the trade should normally
work. When I talk about frag-
mentation of trade, what it
means is deglobalisation.

As a global agricultural

older versions in the price-sensi-
tive Indian market.

IPAD10TH GENERATION
(64 GB):
AMAZON:¥30,900
STREET PRICE: ¥32,994

Despite the sale, the discount
on the iPad isn’t substantial.
However, as the most popular
tablet worldwide, this price pres-
ents a good opportunity to enter
the Apple ecosystem, especially
for educational purposes.

MACBOOK AIR (M1,256
GB):
AMAZON:¥66,990
STREET PRICE: ¥72,590

While not the latest
MacBook, the first-generation
M1 Air remains popular in India
forits modern feel and perform-
ance in general tasks like web
browsing, document creation,
and light video editing. It also
boasts good battery life, lasting
8-10 hours of continuous usage,
ideal for a full workday.

MACBOOK AIR (M2, 512
GB):
AMAZON: ¥1,09,990
STREET PRICE: ¥1,14,490

For those needing more
power and better graphics per-
formance, the M2 Air offers an
upgrade option.

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
RUBENS MARQUES
HEAD OF SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST
ASIA, LOUIS DREYFUS COMPANY

commodities trader, how do
you plan to adapt to
fragmentation of trade?

The fragmentation of trade
is reshaping the industry and
also driving some of our strate-
gicinitiatives— you need to start
becoming more of a domestic
player. You need to start looking
at opportunities, especially in
key countries like India.

Tofacilitate those import and
export flows, which is still very
much our bread and butter, but
also build more of a domestic
presence, going further down-
stream, and reaching out more
to our customers. That’s what
we are doing with our edible oil
business in India, through the
Vibhor brand.

We aim to double our distri-
bution presence by 2026, espe-
cially in northern India. We're
also upgrading facilities, invest-
ing in technology, and improv-
ing efficiency to ensure compet-
itive pricing in the Indian
market, which is very price-sen-
sitive.

Coffee futures have been on
therise lately. What are the
factors behind it and what’s
the outlook?

The coffee market has been
a little bit disconnected. In
Brazil, the production was actu-
ally okay. But then, you had is-
sues in Vietnam- a part of that
was because of El Nifio and
these weather events. That cre-
ated a little bit of an imbalance,
and because of logistics, you
couldn’t really solve that imbal-
ance so easily.

Normally, if you have prices
skyrocketing in Asia but have
enough coffee in the Americas,
then the function of the market
is to bring that coffee into Asia.

But because of logistic disrup-
tions, the market couldn’t really
do that fast enough. On top of
that, demand continues to in-
crease. So, it was a double
whammy and ended up push-
ing the prices higher. We do see
that prices are stabilising now,
with El Nifo behind us and the
monsoon on track.

In India, there has been
increasing emphasis on self-
sufficiency in food
production. How would you
assess the demand-supply
dynamics in the domestic
market?

When you look at the supply
and demand dynamics in India,
youdon’t have too many imbal-
ances. You have an exportable
surplus of coffee and we are a
top player in coffee. You have a
deficit of vegetable oils and we
have about 25 per cent market
share of edible oils that come
from South America into India.
But largely, we do see India as a
very well-balanced market and
that’s why being a domestic
player is so important. We want
to continue to grow in India but
we cannot rely so much on
deficits and surpluses. Because,
as I mentioned, India is actually
doing a fairly good job at becom-
ing more self-sufficient.

Improving agricultural
productivity is seen as a key
step towards boosting
production and
sustainability. How do you
see this happen in India?

We partner with people that
can bring innovation and new
technologies. What we do is gap
training by bringing in experts
from within India or from other
countries to train farmers on
how they can achieve more with
the same amount of land. The
adoption of technology is super
important. We'’re very con-
cerned about the next genera-
tion of farmers in India. The
younger population wants to
move into the bigger cities and
they want to get jobs in tech, let’s
say. We're very concerned. We
run our business based on farm-
ers,and we know thatit’s in our
mission to provide sustenance
toa growing population. We can
only do thatif farmers are there,
and they’re happy and success-
ful.

Some of the projects that we
have, like a vocational projectin
Indonesia, for example, are very
much focused on how we can
retain this next generation of
farmers by training them on
some of these new technologies,
like precision agriculture,
drones, having visibility on how
their business is performing, etc.
You need to make it interesting
so that this new generation of
farmers will remain in the
farms.

HDFC Bank’s QI
net up 35%, interest
income surges 26%

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 20

THE COUNTRY’S largest private
sector lender HDFC Bank reported
a 35 per cent jump in its stand-
alone profit after tax (PAT) at Rs
16,174.75 crore in the quarter
ended June 30, compared to Rs
11,951.77 crore in the year ago pe-
riod. On a sequential basis, the
bank’s net profit fell by 2 per cent
in the April-June 2024 quarter.

Net interest income (NII),
whichisinterest earned lessinter-
est expended, grew by 26.4 per
cent to Rs 29,840 crore in Q1
FY2025, as againstRs 23,600 crore
in the same quarter of last fiscal.

Net interest margin (NIM)
stood at 3.7 per cent based on in-
terestearning assets,and at 3.5 per
centon total assets.

Inthe reporting quarter, oper-
ating expenses increased by 18.2
per cent to Rs 16,620 crore, as
againstRs 14,060 crore during the
corresponding quarter of the pre-
vious year. The cost-to-incomera-
tio for the quarter was at 41 per
cent, the bank said.

In July last year, HDFC Ltd got
merged with HDFC Bank.

Gross non-performing assets

(GNPA) were at 1.33 per cent of
gross advances as on June 30,
2024 (1.16 per cent excluding
NPAsin the agricultural segment),
as against 1.41 per cent on a pro
forma merged basis as on July 1,
2023 (1.25 per cent excluding
NPAsin the agricultural segment).
Net non-performing assets were
at0.39 per cent of netadvancesas
on June 30, 2024.

The lender’s provisions and
contingencies stood at Rs 2,600
crore billion as against Rs 2,860
crore for the quarter ended June
30,2023.The total credit cost ratio
was at0.42 per cent,as compared
to 0.70 per cent for the quarter
ended June 30,2023.

In the three-month ended
June 30,2024, the bank’s total bal-
ance sheet size stood at Rs 35.67
lakh crore as against Rs 25.02 lakh
crore in the year-ago quarter.

Total deposits grew by 24.4 per
cent to Rs 23,79,100 crore as in
June 2024, fromRs 19,13,100 crore
in the year-ago quarter. Current
Account Savings Account (CASA)
deposits grew by 6.2 per cent with
savings account deposits at Rs
5,96,400 crore and current ac-
count deposits at Rs 2,67,300
crore. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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AT LEAST 114 PEOPLE KILLED SINCE TUESDAY

Bangladeshimposes shoot-at-sight
order after deadliest day of protests

Supreme Court to hear case on reservation system today; internet services remain suspenclecl

- ¥

REUTERS
DHAKA, JULY 20

SOLDIERS PATROLLED the de-
serted streets of the Bangladesh
capital Dhaka on Saturday and
the government ordered all of-
fices and institutions to stay
closed for two days after at least
114 people were killed this week
during student-led protests
against government job quotas.

With the toll climbing and
police and other security forces
unable to contain the protests,
authorities imposed a national
curfew and deployed the mili-
tary, who were given orders to
shoot on sight if needed.

At least four people died, ac-
cording to hospital data, during
sporadic clashes on Saturday in
some areas of Dhaka, which has
been the centre of the protests,
and where security forces set up
road blocks to enforce a curfew.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's government declared
Sunday and Monday as "public
holidays" due to the situation in
the country, with only emer-
gency services allowed to oper-
ate. Authorities had earlier
closed universities and colleges
from Wednesday.

Nationwide unrest broke out
following student anger against
the quotas for government jobs,
whichincluded 30% reserved for
the families of those who fought
for independence from Pakistan.

Hasina's government had
scrapped the quota system in
2018, but a court reinstated it last
month. The Supreme Court sus-
pended the decision after a gov-
ernment appeal and will hear
the case on Sunday after agree-
ing to bring forward a hearing

—  BRIEFLY —

SPAIN

Dozens of
migrants arrive
on Canary beach

San Bartolome De Tirajana:
Dozens of exhausted mi-
grants arrived inawooden
boat on a beach in Spain's
Canary Islands early on
Friday amid sharp rise in
crossings from Africa, with
emergency personnel and
beachgoers rushingto help.
The boat with 64 people
made it to the Las Burras
beachbyitsownmeans, of-
ficials said. REUTERS

VIETNAM

State funeral for
top leadertobe
held next week

Hanoi: Vietnam will hold
a state funeral next week
for Nguyen Phu Trong, the
highestleader of its ruling
Communist Party who
died on Friday, the govern-
ment said on Saturday.
There will be two days of
national mourningon July
25-26, a government
statement said, with the
state funeral on the sec-
ond day. REUTERS

3
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Members of the Bangladesh Army sit on an armoured vehicle along with police during a curfew in Dhaka on Saturday. Reuters

scheduled for August 7.

The demonstrations - the
biggest since Hasina was re-
elected for a fourth successive
term this year - have also been fu-
elled by high unemployment
among young people, who make
up nearly a fifth of the population.

Internet and text message
services in Bangladesh have been
suspended since Thursday, cut-
ting the nation off as police
cracked down on protesters who
defied aban on public gatherings.

Overseas telephone calls
mostly failed to connect while
websites of Bangladesh-based
media organisations did not up-

date and their social media ac-
counts remained inactive.

“To take a country of nearly
170 million people off the
Internet is a drastic step, one we
haven't seen since the likes of the
Egyptianrevolution of 2011,” said
John Heidemann, chief scientist
of the networking and cyberse-
curity division at USC Viterbi's
Information Sciences Institute.

Reports vary on the number
of people killed Friday, with
Somoy TV reporting 43. The
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
received 27 bodies between 5
pmand 7 pm on Friday.

WITHAPINPUTS

EXPLAINED

In talks, students
demand reforms

Representatives of the government and the protesting stu-
dents met late Friday in an attempt to reach a resolution. At
least three student leaders were present and demanded the
reform of the current quota system, the reopening of student
dormitories shut by the police following the clashes and for
some university officials to step down after failing to protect
campuses from the violence. Law Minister Anisul Huq said
late Friday the government was open to discussing their de-
mands. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party has backed the
protests, vowing Friday to organize its own demonstrations
as many of its supporters joined the students’ protests.

60 MISSING IN SICHUAN FLASH FLOODS, RESCUE OPS UNDERWAY

11 dead, over 30 missing as bridge
collapses in northwest Chlna

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, JULY 20

AT LEAST 12 people were killed
in a bridge collapse and more
than 60 others went missing in
flash floods in China's Shaanxi
and Sichuan provinces, officials
said on Saturday.

The highway bridge collapse
triggered by torrential rains in
northwest Shaanxi Province
killed 12 people and left 31 others
missing, local authorities said.

The bridge in Zhashui County
in Shangluo City, partially col-
lapsed around 8:40 pm on Friday
due to a sudden downpour and
flash floods, according to officials.

The collapsed bridge in China’s Shaanxi province Saturday. AP

So far, rescue workers have found
12 dead bodies and rescued one
person, said the Communist Party.

Separately, more than 30 peo-

ple remained missing after flash
floods struck Xinhua Village in
Sichuan Province at around 2:30
am Saturday, authorities said.PTI

Gunman kills Ukraine ex-MP as Russian
airstrikes on Kharkiv kill two civilians

Kyiv: A Ukrainian former law-
maker best known for her crusade
to promote the Ukrainian lan-
guage has died after being shot in
the street by an unknown as-
sailant. Iryna Farion, 60, initially
survived the assault in the west-
ern city of Lvivon Friday, but later
died from her wounds in a hospi-

tal. Amanhuntis currently under-
way for her attacker, who fled
from the scene. Ukrainian officials
said aninvestigationis being car-
ried out and that the attackis be-
ing treated as an assassination.
Elsewhere in Ukraine, at least
two people were killed and three
more injured after aRussian mis-

sile strike oninfrastructure in the
country’s northeastern Kharkiv
region. Ukrainian officials also
confirmed that the death toll fol-
lowing a Russian strike Friday on
the city of Mykolaiv, had risen to
four. A child was among the vic-
tims, said the city’s mayor,
Oleksandr Sienkevych. AP

Malaysia honours
new Sultan in
coronation
marked by pomp

Sultan Ibrahim at his
coronation on Saturday. AP

Kuala Lampur: Traditional pomp
and cannon fire on Saturday
marked the coronation of
Malaysia's billionaire King Sultan
Ibrahim Iskandar, who pledged to
govern fairly during the five-year
term he will serve under a unique
rotating monarchy system.
Sultan Ibrahim, 65, was sworn
inon January 31. Saturday's coro-
nation at the national palace for-
malized hisrole as Malaysia’s 17th
king in a ceremony steeped in
Malay culture and pageantry.
Nine Malay state rulers take
turns as Malaysia's king for five-
year terms under the country'sro-
tating monarchy, which began
when Malaysia gained independ-
ence from Britain in 1957.
Malaysia has nine have royal fam-
ilies, some which trace theirroots
to centuries-old Malay kingdoms
thatwere independent states. AP

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Brow To LErT, HOPES R1SE FOR CENTRIST CAMP TO RUN GOVT
FRENCH MPsS ELECT MACRON ALLY AS SPEAKER

France’s Parliament President Yael Braun-Pivet won a second mandate on Thursday, in a vote that
President Emmanuel Macron’s camp hopes will boost their chances to run the government. Braun-
Pivet scored 220 ballots while veteran communist MP Andre Chassaigne received 207 votes. REUTERS

TANKS ADVANCE DEEPER INTO NORTHERN RAFAH

Israel kills over 30 in strikes
across Gaza, US says truce
talks are ‘inside 10-yard line’

REUTERS
CAIRO, JULY 20

ISRAELIFORCES pounded several
areas across the Gaza Strip on
Saturday, killing at least 30
Palestinians, according to health
officials, as US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said along-sought
ceasefire discussions in Cairo were
making progress.

Among those killed on
Saturday were local journalist
Mohammad Abu Jasser, his wife,
and two children, in an Israeli
strike on their house in the north-
ern Gaza Strip, a medic said.

Israeli strikes across Gaza
killed 37 Palestinians in the past
24 hours and destroyed several
houses. In Rafah, where Israel
said it aimed to dismantle the
last battalions of Hamas' armed
wing, residents said tanks ad-
vanced deeper into northern ar-
eas of the city and took control
of a hilltop in the west, amid
fierce gun battles with Hamas-
led fighters.

The army said troops contin-
ued operations in Rafah, eliminat-
ing many gunmen over the past
dayinthe area of Tel Al-Sultanon
the western side of the city.

Meanwhile US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said on
Friday a long-sought ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Palestinian mil-
itant group Hamas was within
sight, saying negotiators were

Amid Israeli strikes on a residential building in Nuseirat in
the central Gaza Strip on Saturday. Reuters

“driving toward the goal line.”
Blinken told the Aspen
Security Forumin Colorado that
Hamas and Israel had agreed to
the ceasefire framework out-
lined by US President Joe Biden
in May after a lot of pushing and
diplomacy, but said that some is-
sues needed to be resolved.
“Ibelieve we're inside the 10-
yard line and driving toward the
goal line in getting an agreement
that would produce a ceasefire...
There remains some issues that
need to be resolved, that need to
be negotiated. We're in the midst
of doing exactly that,” he said.

Trump to hold joint
Michigan rally with
Vance, Ist campaign
event after shooting

TIMREID
GRAND RAPIDS, JULY 20

DONALD TRUMPwill hold his first
campaign rally on Saturday since
he narrowly escaped an assassi-
nation attempt one weekagoand
fresh from his nominating con-
vention where his takeover of the
Republican Party was cemented.

Trump will appear in Grand
Rapids, in the battleground state
of Michigan, along with his new
vice presidential pick, Ohio U.S.
Senator ].D. Vance. It will be their
first campaign event together as
the now official Republican pres-
idential ticket.

Donald Trump with running
mate ] D Vance in Milwaukee
earlier this week. AP

the Republican Party unified be-
hind them after this week's nom-
inating convention. In contrast,
the Democrats are in turmoil and

itis no longer certain

Republican Party that President Joe
officials said during L. Biden will be the
Trump's nominating r" Democratic nominee
convention in facing Trump in the
Milwaukee this RACE FOR  November5election.
week that his brush Biden is trailing
with death last THE WHITE i, opinion polls and
Saturday had is behind in every

changed him, and
that when he made
his acceptance speech on
Thursday night he would call for
national unity.

It is unclear what type of a
speech Trump will deliver on
Saturday, but his diehard sup-
porters typically flock to such
events to hear Trump's more tra-
ditional inflammatory rhetoric.

Trump and Vance will take
the stage in Grand Rapids with

HOUSE

swing state against
Trump. Many
Democrats fear he may have vir-
tually no path to victory and that
the party needs a new presiden-
tial candidate to take on Trump.

The US Secret Service, which
is responsible for protecting
Trump, declined to comment on
security for the Grand Rapids
event. An investigation is under
way into the security failures at
the Butler rally. REUTERS

ISRAEL HITS HODEIDAH
PORTIN YEMEN: HOUTHIS

Cairo: Israeli airstrikes tar-
geted the Houthi-held Red
Sea port of Hodeidah in
Yemen, Al-Masirah TV, the
main television news outlet
run by Yemen's Houthi
movement, reported on
Saturday. The strikes against
oil facilities in the port
caused fatalities, Al-Masirah
TV added, citing the health
ministry. REUTERS

Four members
of Indian family
in Kuwait killed
in apartment fire

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KUWAITCITY,JULY 20

IN A tragic incident, an Indian
couple and their two children
were killed in a fire that broke out
in their flat in Kuwait City, local
authorities said on Saturday. The
tragedy happened on Friday
night, the same day they returned
from Kerala after vacation.
Mathews Mulackal, his wife
Lini Abraham, and their two chil-
dren, all hailing from
Neerattupuram in Alappuzha,
suffocated to death on Friday
night due to the fire caused by a
short circuit in the air conditioner
at around 8 pm in their second-
floor flat in Abbasiya area, The
Arab Times newspaper reported.
“The family had returned to
Kuwait from a vacation in Kerala,
arriving around 4 pm local time
on Friday. Mathews Mulackal
worked at Reuters, while his wife
Lini was a staff nurse at Adan
Hospital in Al Ahmadi
Governorate. Their children at-
tended Bhavans School in
Kuwait,” the newspaper said.
“They left for Kuwait after their
vacation on Thursday night from
Nedumbassery Airport,” arelative
told the media in Kerala Saturday.
The Indian Embassy in
Kuwait said itis in touch with the
family in Kerala and will ensure
the early repatriation of the mor-
tal remains of the four Indians.
The accident comes close on
the heels of a devastating fire ac-
cident that claimed the lives of
45 Indians in a labour accommo-
dation last month.

TURKISH CYPRIOTS SEE 1974 INVASION BY TURKEY AS SALVATION, BUT GREEK-SPEAKING POPULATION MARKS IT AS A CATASTROPHE

Celebrations and lamentations coincide 50 yrs after Cyprus’s ethnic split

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NICOSIA, CYPRUS, JULY 20

TURKEY'S PRESIDENT on Saturday
putadamper on hopes fora quick
resumption of talks to heal a half-
century of ethnic division on
Cyprus, reaffirming his support for
a two-state deal that Greek
Cypriots dismiss as a non-starter.
Speaking ahead of a military
parade to mark the 50th an-
niversary of a Turkish invasion
that split the island along ethnic
lines, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan ruled out a peace deal
based on a United Nations-en-
dorsed plan for federation.
Although Erdogan has previ-

ously rejected the federation
plan, Greece and the Greek
Cypriots had hoped he would
soften his position.

The anniversary is a festive oc-
casion for Turkish Cypriots in the
island’s northern third, who view
the invasion as salvation from the
Greek-speaking majority’s dom-
ination. The invasion followed a
coup that aimed at a union with
Greece, which was backed by the
Junta then ruling in Athens.

In the south, the howl of air
raid sirens at daybreak began a
solemn day marking what Greek
Cypriots remember as a catas-
trophe that left thousands of
people dead or missing and dis-
placed a quarter of the Greek

Cypriot population.

Erdogan’s remarks may fur-
ther complicate U.N. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres’ effort
to get both sides back to the ne-
gotiating table. His personal en-
voy, Maria Angela Holguin
Cuellar, has spent the past six
months scoping both sides out.

“We will continue to fight
with determination for the
recognition of the TRNC (break-
away Turkish Cypriot state) and
the implementation of a two-
state solution,” Erdogan told
throngs of Turkish Cypriots lin-
ing the parade route in scorch-
ing heat in the northern half of
the divided capital, Nicosia.

“Afederal solution in Cyprus

Cyprus President Nicos Christodoulides at the memorial for
the soldiers, killed during the 1974 Turkish invasion. AP

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

is not possible, this is what we
believe. ... The Turkish Cypriot
side, as equals with the Greek
side, are willing to negotiate and
are ready to sit down and nego-
tiate. If you want a solution, you
need to recognize the rights of
Turkish Cypriots.”

Turkish Cypriot leader Ersin
Tatar reiterated that Turkish
Cypriots reject “domination” by
the Greek Cypriot majority and
seek “equal national status” for
their breakaway state they uni-
laterally declared in 1983, which
is only recognized by Turkey. He
added that there’s now “no com-
mon ground” for a return to
peace negotiations.

Referring toarecentresolution

in the Ankara parliament calling
foratwo-state solution, Tatar said
it “will help us and our cause in-
credibly.” The island’s Greek
Cypriot  President  Nikos
Christodoulides urged Turkey and
the Turkish Cypriots tore-engage
in reunification talks if Ankara
genuinely seeks regional security
and stability and to nudge closer
to the European Union.

After numerous failed
rounds of peace negotiations,
many Cypriots on both sides —
although jaded — still hold out a
glimmer of hope for a peace deal.

Greek Cypriot commemora-
tions include the unveiling of
memorials to fallen heroes,
church services and a gathering

late Saturday at the Presidential
Palace addressed — for the first
time — by Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

Erdogan earlier presided over
“golden jubilee” events, replete
with a visit by Turkey’s first am-
phibious assault ship to carry the
country’s potent Bayraktar
drones, and an airshow.

The European Union, which
Cyprus joined in 2004, urged
both sides to show “genuine
commitment” to a peace deal in
line with U.N. resolutions.

“Too much time has been
lost,” an EU spokesperson said.
“Aforced division can never be a
solution. Hope for a better future,
a united Cyprus, still exists.”
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

THIS IS CERTIFICED THAT MY
FATHER SERVICE RECORD MY
NAME MENTIONED IS VIJAY BUT
MY CORRECT-NAME IS
VIJENDER KUMAR,S/0O-RAMESH
KUMARR/0-176,C-
1,BLOCK,SULTAN PURI,NEW
DELHI-110086. 0040739496-8

MY NAME POONAM WRONGLY-
WRITTEN IN BANK
PASSBOOK,CORRECT NAME IS
PUNAM RANI,W/O-VINOD
KUMAR,J-1378 JAHANGIRPURI
DELHI-33 0040739488-5

Itis for general information that
I,MOHD ASHFAQUE KHAN,S/o
Khursheed Ahmad,R/0 H.no-
682,First-Floor,Gali.No-22
Madarse Wali Gali Zakir-Nagar
Jamia-Nagar Okhla New
Friends-colony South,Delhi-
110025,declare that name of
my-father has been wrongly-
written as Mohd Khursheed
Khanin my 10th-class and
12th-class marksheet and
certificate educational
documents.The actual my-
father nameis Khursheed
Ahmad.Which may be
amended accordingly.

0040739488-7

. Narendra S/o Late Sh. Jaikaran
Singh R/o Village Dallupura,
Post Vasundhra Enclave, Delhi-
110096, do hereby Solemnly
affirm, confirm and declare
that Narendra Singh and
Narendrais one and the same
Person 0070913766-1

ILVipan Kumar Khera,S/o0 Gobind
Ram,R/0 C-3/149, Sector-
36,Noida,Gautam Buddha
Nagar, U.P.-201301,have
changed my name to Vipan
Kumar. 0040739488-6

I,UMED PARKASH,S/0 BANWARI
LAL, ADDRESS-BANWARILAL
BHAWAN FAZILPUR JHARSA
SECTOR-72,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122101,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO Umed
prakash. 0040739472-10

I,UMA DASS W/0O ANIMESH
KUMAR DAS,R/0O M-428,J J
COLONY,RAGHUBIR-NAGAR
NEW DELHI,HAVE CHANGE
NAME UMA DAS. 0040739496- 9

I Seena D/o Parmohd
Sharma,R/0-A-8 F/F Gali No-
24,Guru Nanak
Enclave,Chander Vihar,Delhi-
110041,Have Changed My
Name To Seena Sharma.

0040739472-6

ILSRIEETI D/o SH RAJBAHADUR
SINGH,R/0 X/1394,GALI
NOA,RAJGARH COLQOY, GANDHI-
NAGAR,DELHI-110031,have
changed my name to PINKI
AHARIYA,for all purposes.

0040739472-4

I,SHRADDHA AGRAWAL,D/o
VISHNU KUMAR AGRAWAL,R/0
3072/CC,8A, Ground-
Floor,Ranjit-Nagar, Patel-
Nagar, South,Delhi-
110008,have changed my name
to SHADHA,for all,future
purposes. 0040739488-4

I,Renu Gupta,w/o0 Bal kishan
bansal,R/04694/21a,Ansari
Road,Daryaganj, Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
from Renu Guptato Renu
Bansal,for all,future purposes.

0040739472-1

I,Ranjeet Singh,S/0 Jagdish,R/0
H-26,H-Block,South City-
2,Sector-49,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changed my to
Ranjit Singh. 0040739496-3

ILRITU YADAV,W/O SH.DEVENDER
YADAV,R/0O
720,GALI.NO.11,VEER BAZAR
WALI GALI,KAPASHERA,SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110037,have changed my name
from REETU YADAV to RITU
YADAV,for all,future purpose.

0040739472-5

I,Purgan,S/o Rais Ahmad
Bismil,R/0-A-124, Gali.No.-
11,Chauhan Bangar,Delhi-
110053,have changed my
name,from Purgan to Furquan
Ahmad,for all,future purposes.

0040739488-9

I,Pulkit Aggarwal S/o Anil
Kumar,R/0 38/13, Shakti
Nagar,Delhi,have changed my
name to Pulkit Garg.

0040739472-3

I,PRASHANT GUPTA S/0 ANIL
KUMAR GUPTA R/O-
2414/3,WARD-3,NAHAN(T),
SIRMAUR,SIRMAUR,HIMACHAL
PRADESH-173001,CHANGED MY
MONOR DAUGHTER NAME
YASHASWANI To YASHASWANI
GUPTA 0040739463- 1

| POOJA BANERJEE,W/O
PUSHPOL BANERJEE,R/O-A-
501,HRC PROFESSIONAL HUB
VAIBHAV-KHAND,
INDIRAPURAM GHAZIABAD,UP-
201014,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PUJA BANERJEE,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES
0040739488-2

I,Naveen S/o0 Jai Bhagwan,R/0
Village-Alipur
(180),Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122102, have changed my name
to Naveen Dagar.

0040739496-1

I,LNEERAJ GARG,S/O VINAY
CHAND GARG,R/0O-G-
903,ADITYAMEGACITY
VAIBHAV-
KHAND,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,UP-201014,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NIRAJ
GARG,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES 0040739488-1

I,NALINKUMAR KHUSHALDAS
MISTRI,S/o0 KHUSHALDAS
CHHAGANLAL MISTRY,R/0
VILLA.NO.13A,SECOND-FLOOR
SS ALMERIA,SECTOR-
84,GURGAON (HARYANA)-
122004,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME to NALINKUMAR
KHUSHALDAS MISTRY.

0040739496-4

I,SHILPI SINGH,W/0-Vivek Kumar
Malik,R/0-B2-901,Radicon
Vedantam,Gaur City-2,PS-
Bishrakh,Tehsil-Dadri,Sector-
16C,Dist:-Gautam Buddha
Nagar,Greater Noida West,U.P.-
201318,have changed my name
to SHILPI MALIK for all
purposes. 0040739530-1

I,Rajesh Kumar Verma S/0O Putti
Lal,R/O Kh N0.98/17/18, Gali
No.11,Near Pump House,West
Kamal Vihar Kamal Pur,Burari,
Delhi-110084,have changed my
name to Rajesh Kumar.
0040739530-2

I,Munish Kumari

W/0-Shri Ajay Pal Singh
R/0-E-9/672,Ganesh Nagar-
2,Shakarpur,Delhi-
110092,Changes my name to
Manisha Singh

For all purposes. 0040739530-3

I,Manoj Kumar,S/0-Babu
Ram,R/0-8/5,Nakul
Gali,Vishwas-Nagar,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changed the
name of my-minor son Mohan
Lal Aged-14Years and he shall
hereafter be known as Mohit
Kumar. 0040739472-7

I,KIRAN SHARMA,D/o VILAS
LAXMAN GHODKE,R/0 FLAT,NO-
207,2ND-FLOOR BLOCK-N9
SECTOR-D,NARMADA
APPARTMENT-VASANT
KUNJ,DELHI-110070,have
changed my name to KIRAN
VILAS GHODKE. 0040739496-5

ILKIRAN SHARMA D/o VILAS
LAXMAN GHODKE R/0-
FLAT,NO-207 2ND-FLOOR
BLOCK-N9 SECTOR-
D,NARMADA
APPARTMENT,VASANT
KUNJ,DELHI-110070 have
changed my name to KIRAN
VILASGHODKE  0040739463-5

I,DEVANTI W/O UMED
PRAKASH,ADDRESS -
BANWARILAL BHAWAN
FAZILPUR JHARSA SECTOR-
72,GURGAON,HARYANA-
122101, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEVANTI YADAV.

0040739472-8

I,Brajesh Kumar,S/0 Ram
Swaroop,R/0 B-146,Gali No.5,
Top-Floor,Left-Side,
Chhattarpur Pahari,Near BSES
Office, Chhattarpur,South
Delhi,Delhi-110074,declare that
my name has been written as
Brajesh Kumar Ramswaroop
Nagar as per Maharashtra
state Government policy of
introduction of name along
with father’s name in my
divorce decree dated-
16/10/2019 passed by Shri
K.P.Kshirsagar 2nd Jt.Civil
Judge Senior Division,Nagpur.
My correct-name is Brajesh
Kumar. 0040739488-8

I,Beena Goyal@Beena,W/o
Shailender Goyal,R/0 H.No.-
96,Scheme.No.-1,Arya
Nagar,Alwar,PO:Alwar,Dist.
Alwar(Rajasthan)-301001,have
changed my nametoBina

Goyal. 0040739496-2
I,ANURAG AGARWAL,S/O
ANAND KUMAR

AGARWAL,ADDRESS-B-635,2ND
FLOOR, ANSAL
ESENCIA,SECTOR-67,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122101,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
ANURAAG AGARWAAL.

0040739472- 9

I ADITYA KUMAR,R/O KH-
1002,AMRAPALI VILLAGE,NYAY-
KHAND-2,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,U.P
-201014,HAVE CHANGED NAME
OF MY MINOR-
DAUGHTER,FROM JIVISHATO
JIVISHA KUMAR,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040739488-3

l, Vijendra Singh S/o Hom Singh
R/o Flat No.004, UGF, Tower C-1,
Prateek Grand City,Siddharth
Vihar, Ghaziabad, U.P.- 201009
that my name has been
wrongly written asVijandra
Singh in my son’s (Pramod
Kumar) educational
Documents. The actualy
myname is Vijendra Singh.

0040739399-1

I, Tripti Mishra, W/o Vikas
Kumar Srivastava, residence B-
1Sector-20,Noida-201301 have
changed my daughter name
Meera Srivastavato Meera
Mishra for all future purposes.
Meera Srivastava and Meera
Mishra both are same person.

0070913754-1

I, Sunita Choudhry @ Sunita W/o
Sh.Ramchander Shokeen, R/o
H.No. 282, Mangolpur Kalan,
Delhi-85, have changed my
name to Sunita Shokeen for all
future purposes. 0040739452-1

I, Shubhra Pandey W/o
Raghvendra Pandey R/0 E-145,
Classic Apartments, Plot No 11,
Dwarka Sector-22, Delhi-77
have declare that Shubhra
Pandey and Subhra Pandey are
one and the same person. My
actual nameis Shubhra
Pandey. 0070913796-1

I, Sanjay Kumar S/0 Sh. Ramesh
chandraSrivastava R/o0 A-29,
Pocket-C-2,Mayur Vihar,
Phase-3,Delhi-110096, have
changed my name from Sanjay
Kumar to Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava for all future
purposes. Sanjay Kumar and
Sanjay Kumar Srivastavaboth
are same and one person.

0040739414-1

I, Sanabanu Mohamed Irfan
Shaikh, C/0 Mohamed Irfan
Shaikh R/0 162, S/F, Pocket- 2,
Jasola, VTC: Jamia Nagar, PO:
New Friends Colony, Sub
Defence Colony, South Delhi-
110025. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Sayyed Sanabanu Haider

0070913789-1

I,DINESHA KAMATH KALASA
SADANANDA,S/O SADANANDA
KAMATH KALASA
SUBBANNA,R/O-25,DEEN DAYAL
UPADHYAY-MARG,DELHI-
110022,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DINESH KAMATH.

0040739472-2

I, SHIVPAL SINGH S/0 Harpal
Singh R/0 B-317, Rajiv Gandhi
Marg,Swaroop Nagar,Delhi-
110042,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Shiv Pal Singh in my minor
daughter namely Arpita Rao
aged 16,years in her 10 class
marks statement cum
certificate educational
documents.The actual name of
mine is Shivpal Singh,

0040739463-4

I, Ruchi D/o Sh.Ramchander
Shokeen, R/0 H.No. 282,
Mangolpur Kalan, Delhi-85,
have changed my nameto
Ruchi Shokeen for all future
purposes. 0040739448-1

I, Ramchander S/o Sh. Jai
Narain, R/0 H.N0.282,
Mangolpur Kalan, Delhi-85,
have changed my name to
Ramchander Shokeen for all
future purposes. 0040739451-1

I, Pratibha W/0-Pramod Jain R/0
- HNo-84, Deewan Estate, Main
Kardam Marg, West Jyoti Nagar
Delhi-110094 Have Changed My
Name Pratibha Jain, For All
Purposes. 0050246419-1

I, Om Prakash Yadav S/o Shri
Shriram Yadav R/0 165/1,
Ravindra Palli Post Indira
Nagar, P.S.-Ghazipur, Lucknow,
have changed the name of my
minor’s daughter Sanskriti
Yadav from Sanskriti Yadav to
Sanskriti Krishna Yadav for all
future purposes.

0070913755-1

I, Neetu Singh Bhati W/o
Ravindra Kumar, R/0
Flat.N0.001, Moon Court,
Tower-1, Jaypee Greens,
Greater Noida,U.P. have
changed my name to Nitu Devi
for all future purposes.

0070913757-1

I, Mohit Kumar S/o Sukhbir
Singh R/o House.No0.10 Shyam
Nagar, Okhla Phase-3 New
Delhi-110020 have my father’s
name incorrectly spell
SUKHBIR in my brother SC
Certificate. The actual name of
my father is SUKHBIR SINGH,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070913750-1

I, MAHESH MATHUR S/0
Ramchandraji, 302
Mangaldeep Majestic, Opp.
Birla School, Vaishali Avenue,
Jodhpur Rajasthan-342008
have changed my nameto
MAHESH CHANDRA MATHUR
forall purpose.  0070913758-1

I, KANWARMEET SINGH SEHGAL
S/0 SARUP SINGH SEHGAL R/O
FLAT NO-82A, GROUND-
FLOOR,AYODHYA
ENCLAVE,SECTOR-13, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO KANWAR MEET
SEHGAL 0040739463-3

I, Jagdish Raj S/o Bhagwan Dass
R/o Flat-No-214, DDA MIG-Flat,
Metro Apartment,
Jahangirpuri, Delhi-110033
have changed my name to
Jagdish Raj Sharma

0070913759-1

I, Dipanshu Kumar S/O- No-
15183300Y, Hav (RST) Deepak
Kumar R/o0 -Vill - Saidpur, PO -
Aat, Dist - Nalanda, Bihar -
803114. In my father’s service
record my DOB has been
wrongly mentioned as 18-10-
2012 instead of 18- 10-2013 as in
my Birth Certificate & Aadhar
Card. It needs to correction.
Objections be filled to concern
authority. 0020478694-1

I, Daljit Kaur D/o-Harwinder
Kaur R/0 A-129, Second Floor,
Vipul World Sector-48,
Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Have Changed My Name to
Naishha Bagga for all
Purposes.

0070913786-1

I, Bhoomik Mehra S/0 Sunil
Kumar,R/0D-12,Green Valley
Apartment, Sector- 18, Rohini,
North West Delhi-110089.
Declare that Name of My Father
has beenwrongly written as
Sunil Kumar Mehrain my 10th
Class Certificate. The actual
name of My Father is Sunil
Kumar, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070913787-1

I, Amandeep S/o0 Girish Kumar
R/0 B-210 Ram Park Loni
Ghaziabad UP-201102 have
changed my name to
Amandeep Rana

0040739463-6

I swati wife of(C/0O)Ramesh
kumar, Residence of House no,
205, 2nd floor, Ashoka Enclave
part-3, vasundhra pocket, sec-
35Faridabad have changed my
name to Swati sharma.

0070913728-1

| Swaran Kanta Kakkar D/o
Lachman Dass Dhoopar W/o
Yash Pal Kakkar R/0 1-106,
Naraina Vihar, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110028 have
changed my name to Swaran
Kakkar for all purposes.

0040739379-1

I Seema D/o Mohinder Pal and
W/0 Anil AnejaR/o0 Assan
Kalan, Asan Kalan (21),
Panipat, Haryana-132105, have
changed my name to Anjali

0070913738-1

I, Sumita Gupta, R/0 A-2 Kewal
Park Extn, opp Azadpur Mandi
gate, Azadpur, North West
Delhi, Delhi 110033 have
changed my nameto Nidhi
Garg.

0070913735-1

I,PRASHANT KUMAR GUPTA S/o0
ANIL KUMAR GUPTA R/O-
2414/3,WARD-3,NAHAN
(T),SIRMAUR, SIRMAUR,
HIMACHALPRADESH-
173001,CHANGED MY NAMETO
PRASHANT GUPTA

0040739463-2

I, Sourabh S/o Babu Lal R/o F-742,
Raghubir Nagar, New Delhi, West
Delhi, Delhi-110027, have changed
my name to Sourabh Lal.

0130043628-1

BRAHMIN

Match for Brahmin Boy

12/07/1991,5’-7”, Australia PR,

own business. Looking for a girl
livingin Australia.98775-80977,
+61421-597291

0020478540-1

CASTENO BAR

SUITABLE Match for Handsome
Yadav Boy 30/185, IT Engineer
in MNC, Income 30 LPA, Seeking
Educated Hindu Girl, No dowry,
Caste No Bar. Contact:
9886253418, 8884086991.

0090355145-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my clignls MA. MAHENDER
KLUMAR and MR. DEVENDER KUSAR
bith Sio LATE SH. OM PARKASH and
LEGAL HEIRS of deceased LATE SH
SURENDER HWUMAR, LATE SH.
NARENDER KUMAR, LATE 5H
RAJENDER KUMAR and LATE 3H
¥ JENDER KUMAR all 5/t LATE 3H
OM PARKASH &l Rio MNEW DELH
wanis bo declans thal thay are Seling the
property bearng no, 1853, HHARI
BAOLE, DELHI - 110006 1o MR
SUKHWINDER SINGH, Sia 3hH.
PRITPAL SINGH Ri'o 13753, NEAR
DAL MANDI, MAIN BAZAR SIWANE
MANDI, AMRITSAR-), AWMRITSAR
PUMJAR - 142001, Thal LATE SH. OW
PARKASH was the abhsabie owner o
abeve mentioned propery, whoo was
gepirad on ATOTMATI, vide daath
cartificaial regstration no. 1165, Esued
by BOKSC, That cre of my diant MR
MAHENDER KUMAR did not apadied lor
Surdving Member Cerfleate (SMC) of
hiz father LATE SH. OM PARKASH. And
i#.any person/Bankinslitulion, has amy
cham, nghd, Sle-ar inlerest or have &y
kind of abjacton n te ea propedty
He!ShalThay are requested 1o fanvand
His'HerTher Claims along wilh ke
redesand documents, can conlacl me of
my cliets within OF days from the data of
ihe pukfication af the said nolica in the
NEWSEIR, SANDEEP TORAS (Advocatn)]
Lh. o 230, Seket LourE Lomples Maw Deibi-1

Mob, Mo - BACISIEMG

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Mr. Ram Paul
Soni S/o Late Sh. Desh Raj Soni, resident of
Flat Number RT-804, Royal Tower, Shipra
Suncity, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 has disowned his real son Mr.
Sumeet Soni, aged about 39 years from all his
movable/immovable properties and severed all
his relations with him legal and social due to
his disrespectful behavior and he shall
hereinafter have no right, title and interest in
the assets and estate i.e. movable/ immovable
properties of my client. My client and his
family members have no concern with him
whatsoever and they shall not be responsible
for any of his acts, deeds, omissions and
misconduct. If any person dealing with him,
they shall be doing so at his/her own risk and
my client shall not be responsible for the same.
Sd/-
Vijay Kumar Pandit
Advocate
Main Gate, DM Compound,
Raj Nagar, Ghaziabad, UP

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Mr. Nirmal William and
Mrs. Anjana William, W/o Mr. Nirmal
William, R/o 12/113, Pocket-12, LI1.G.
Flats, Sector-21, Rohini, Delhi- 110081,
has severed all their relationship with
their daughter Ms. Akansha William
D/o Mr. Nirmal William now W/o Mr.
Shubham Sharma as the daughter of
both my above-named clients are no
longer in their control. My clients have
disowned her from all their immovable
and movable properties. Any one
dealing with her shall do so at his/her
own risk and my clients shall not be held
liable in any of her deeds/dealings or
whatsoever.

Sd/-
AYUSH SHARMA
Advocate
Chamber: 439-440, Civil Side,

Tis Hazari, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

I would like to inform that Original
Allotment Letter, Original Possession
Certificate, Original Perpetual Lease
Deed dated 07.11.2003 vide registration
no. 6375 and Original Conveyance
Deed 17.05.2005 vide registration no.
4025 of COMMERCIAL PLOT
BEARING NO. 14, BLOCK NO. B-1,
AREA MEASURING 281.14 SQ.
METERS., IN LOCAL SHOPPING
CENTER, SECTOR-B, POCKET-1,
SITUATED AT VASANT KUNJ, NEW
DELHI have been lost. If any person/s
who finds it, is requested to return the
same to us at below mention address.
Sd/-
V.H.A. AND PARTNERS
Advocate’s
Chamber No. 297, Patiala House
Court Complex, India Gate Circle,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client Smt.
Bimla Sahni W/o Late Sh. Inder Pal Sahni
R/o Society Flat No. 167, CAT-A, 6th
Floor, Block-1, Krishi CGHS Ltd, Krishi
Appts, Vikas Puri, New Delhi. The Original
Property documents i.e. Share Certificate,
Possession Letter and Allotment Letter in
respect of Flat No. 167, CAT-A, 6th Floor,
Block-1, Krishi CGHS Ltd, Krishi Appts,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi has been Lost. An
FIR to this effect has been lodged in Police
Station, Vide NCR/LR No.1949774/2024
dated:19/07/2024. Any Person(s)
claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of
original documents may write/contact with
above named person at above address
within 15 days from the date of publication
of this notice.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate

S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all through this Public Notice that
my clients Sh. Brahm Parkash S/o Late Sh. Zile
Singh and Smt. Kamlesh W/o Sh. Brahm Parkash
Both R/o H.No 80, Ground Floor Chakiki Vali
Gali, Palla Kulluck Pur, Palla, North West Delhi-
110036 have severed all kind of their relationship
and disowned & disinherited their son namely
Sh. Mohit & their daughter in law namely
Smt. Pooja W/o Sh. Mohit, from their all movable
and immovable properties. Anybody dealing with
them in any manner, shall do the same on his/her
own risk and my clients shall not be responsible
for any act, deed and omission of their aforesaid
son & daughter in law, hereinafter.
Sd/-
UTKARSH SHARMA

Advocate
Ch. No. 295, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client Sh. Ram
Parkash Gulati S/o Devi Dayal and
Kamlesh Gulati W/o Ram Parkash Gulati
R/o Plot No. 250, Pocket-2, Block-A,
Sector-30, Rohini, Delhi. The Original
Property documents i.e. Perpetual Lease
Deed, Demand Letter, DDA Possession,
Site Possession of the Plot No. 250, Land
Measuring 32 Sq.Mtrs, Pocket-2, Block-A,
Sector-30, Delhi. DDA File No.F47(822)
2005RHN, has been Lost. An FIR to this
effect has been lodged in Police Station,
Vide NCR/LR No0.1950473/2024
dated:19/07/2024. Any Person(s) claiming
any right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original documents
may write/contact with above named
person at above address within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate

S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

DEATH ANNIVERSARY

| on her 8th Death Anniversary

Fondly Remembered by:
Garg Family, Radhey Krishna Legal Aid Foundation,
Ajay Garg Adv (M): 9811109663

In Loving Memory of

Mrs Krishna Garg
(W/o Late Sh.R.S.Garg, Advocate)

as well as Birth Anniversary
Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words

& missed beyond measure.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Shri Satish Kumar Kawatra
S/o Sh. Sewa Ram and his wife Smt.
Kamlesh Kawatra W/o Sh. Satish
Kumar Kawatra, R/o H.No.C-1/46,
Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi-110 085 have
disowned their son Sh. Mohit Kawatra
and daughter-in-law Nitika Dhusar
(Gupta), D/o Sh. Dinesh Chandra
Dhusar and Smt. Sunita Dhusar R/o
H.No.46, Laxman Ganj, Jhansi Khas,
Jhansi City, Maurani Pur, Jhansi, Uttar
Pradesh-284 002 disowned from all
their movable and immovable property
due to their bad behaviors and mental,
physical, social and economic
harassment as well as creating
conspiracy. My clients and their family
members will not be responsible for any
of their actions.
Yogesh Kumar Ramola
(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Goverdhan
Bharti S/o Late Sh. Ram
Bhavan and his wife Smt.
Mansa W/o Sh. Goverdhan
Bharti Both R/o L-19,
Sharma Colony Phase-2,
Budh Vihar Delhi-110086,
severe all relations & debar
their daughter Anjali from
all their movable- immov-
able property(s) due to her
misconduct & misbheviour
my clients will not be
responsible for any of her
act in future whatsoever.
Sd.-/Manish Dixit (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Shri Raj Kumar Sharma and
his wife Smt. Prem Rani, R/0 House No.
117, Gali No.3, Durgapuri Extn, Shahdara,
Delhi-110093, Have Severed All Relations
And Debarred their Daugther Namely
Smt. Renu Sharma Wife of Sh. Vinay
Sharma and her both son's namely (1)
Sushil @ akash and his wife Nidhi & (2)
Gagan fromn their all movable-immovable
properties & assets due to their misconduct,
misbehavior & hostile attitude toward my
clients. Both my clients will not be
responsible for any acts of above named
person in future.
Sd/-
MADHUR TYAGI
Advocate
Chamber No. B-106, BGS Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

COURT NOTICE

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

OTHERS

JOIN OUR TEAM AT
(’i
VISIONIAS

IMSPIR MG IMPMOVATICN

1. CONTENT DEVELOPER
2. ENGLISH-HINDI

TRANSLATOR |
(PRIOR EXPERIENCE)

for GENERAL
_ STUDIES |

Meditzm
i1
| Engllsh / E _f;I

Work Mode

Offline
Only

Location: Delhi

Desired Skills |

= Expnn—nncn with the Civil I
Services (Main) axamination |

& Strong resecrch and
analyfical skilis

@ Ability to create engaging |
and aducafional content

& Exvallent writtan |

communicatian ond
presantotion. skills

How fo Apply I

Email your updated resume at |
TEEI'I;IItITIEHt@'n'ISIIJI'lIEE.IH |

Join YISIONIAS to innowate and |
shape the future of el servics
praparaiion,

Be part of o team dedicated
f-:-'n'.rl:ll'-:h- ooollenos in
educat

SErCeS prnpa.ruhnn

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian

(Order 5, Rule 20 of the Code of Civil
Procedure)
IN THE COURT OF
SH. DINESH BHATT,
LD. PRINCIPAL JUDGE
(NORTH-WEST) FAMILY COURTS,
ROHINI, DELHI
Case No.HMA.1808/22
POOJA RANI KOCCHAR
VS

GIRISH KHURANA
To.

GIRISH KHURANA
S/0 VIJAY KHURANA
R/o H.NO. 1475/91,
TRI NAGAR, DELHI-35.
WHEREAS you are intentionally evading
service of summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the case on
13.08.24. The day fixed for the final
disposal, it will be heard and determined
ex-parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the
Court this 9TH Day of JULY, 2024. s
SH. DINESH BHATT,
LD. PRINCIPAL JUDGE
NORTH-WEST DISTRICT
FAMILY COURTS,ROHINI, DELHI

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Notice of Inviting E-Tender

Oy CME Carrlage Workshop, Ajmer
Marth Western Railway acling for and an
Behall of The President of Indsa invibes E-
Tender no. Carriage-13-2024 Date
19.07. 2024, Bidders will be able to sulbmil
thew originalrevisad bids up fo closing
date and Eme only. Manual offars are not
gllowed against this tander and any such
manual offer received shall be ignored
Detalls are as under. Name af waork with
ita location: "POH aof IR-DRDO Type Bio
Toilels Mited in R coaches In Carrlage
Wiarkshap, MWR, Ajmar (A% per Soopa al
Wiark)”
1,04 45 047 92 Tander Document Cost:
T 0000 Earnest Money to be deposited:
Date and time for
submisslon of E-Tender: Submizsion of
E-Tender up to 12.08.2024 at 15.00 Hrs.
Website particular:

Approx. cost of the work:

T2,02.200/0-

Eligibility Criteria: Applicable | Note:

Tender document cosl & Earnesl Money
i be deposited onling throwgh paymeaent
gateway facility on the IREPS website
anly.

EET%F.E#

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

GATI SHAKTI DEPARTMENT
e-TENDER NOTICE NO.
CPM-GSENGG-BRC-05-24-25

Sealed Tendars for-and on behslf of the
Presidanl of India are mvited by Chigl
Project Manager [Gati Shakil), Western
Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390
004 for the following works. () E-Tender
HNe., CPM-GS-ENGG-BRC-05-2024-
2025 ji) Name of Work: Vadodara
Divisbon: Supphying and instalation of
GRC cladding elements at old and new
Station Buidings at Pratapnagar Station.
iii) Approximate Cost of wark!
¥ 1,23.36.264.63/)- (Rupees One Crore
Twanty Three Lakhs, Thirty Six
Thousand Two Hurdred Sizty Fowr and
Sixly Threa Paisa Only) iv) Earmest
Money to be deposit: ¥ 211,700/
{Rupeas Two Lakhs, Eleven Thousand,
Seven Hundred Oniy) v) Avallability of
online Tender for bidding: From
26.07.2024 at 11:00 Hrs. to 0908 2024
Lo 1500 Hrs, Opening of Technical Bid
Date and time: 08,08 2024 ai 1530 Hrs,
vl) Regarding detailed notice containing
coat of tender document {non refundabls),
EMD, aligibility crnteria, Sirmilar Mature of
work, defailed tender conditions, please
visit wwwireps.gov.in Manual offers
will not ba considerad. 1249

Like us on: I3 facebook.comWesternRly

W ireps. gov,in

Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any

mypr guagy o copier el eage fee o e e
. jlamn® ofe (raeis ome qa Pesea fe Bk
SARBAR VALLABHBHAL PATEL
Emiermatisnal Schoal ol Textiles & Shanagemeni

.Hmlqlrl.'u-ﬂzmlas G0F, Coimbatore — 641004

Ph - 0422 - 2571675, 2592205

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

;ﬂ-. reputed higher

©)| NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY g

E-Tender Notice

Dy, Chief Electrical Engineer/
Colony, N.E. Railway, Gorakhpur for
& behall of President of India Invites
"OPEN" E-Tender through online {e-
tendering b for the following work!
SLMa.=1, Tender Notice Mo, &
Deseription of Work: 09-2024-Colony,

education
|n~i|!|tut|.un invites EIFI-FI:‘.-.!-.IﬂJ'I-b of
| Interest  from Registerad Travel

| Agencies to conduct international
| | domestic study tours for college
| students.
| submit their application in A4
| sheet, enclosing proof of annual
| turnover, Number of study tour
| conducted in the last 5 years to
| mvi@svpitm.ac.in on or before
: 30th July 2024.

Interested parties can

Diirector.

Mame of work: Provision of 10T
devices/miellizent field devices (1FDs)
for monitoring & control  {Indian
Railway Mative HOT based  wicld
Analysis Telemetry,. Recording  and
Control-IR-MNIYANTRAC) of
Electrical General assets like Pumps,
Streel hghting,. Lifts and Subsiation
et¢. Approx. Valwe: T 13425828/,
EM D Money (Bs.) T 217, 1000, Cost
of Tender Form { Bs.): Zero, Completion
lime'Period from the date of issue of
peceprance letter-Mb Months;

¢ E-tender onbine will be submatted
uptes E5:00 hrs, on dated 07-08-2024
o Manual offer are not allowed agains
these tenders and any such manual
offer received shall be agnored: For fudl
details and submission of bid please see
the Indian HKailway 1REPS . official
wobsite i wwons freps, gov, fn

Dy, Chiel Electrical Engineer/Colony
CPROY idyni-82 Gorakhpur

Never travel on
roof and foot boards.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

For and behalf of the President of India,
the Dy Chiel EnginesnBridge Line/Morih
western Kabway, Jalpur anvites anbing
open E=Tendering system (Singhs Packet)
for the folbowing works on prescribed
elecironics formg, E-Toender No:
DY CEBL-JP-2024-13. Nama of the work
with its location: Conducting drong
suravy by Unmanned arial yvehicle based
visual inspection of bridge & conducting
digilal twin mederding of Raitway brdges
wilh the help of drone and ieresirial
based inspection on bridges of Morh
Western Railway, Approx. cost of work:
¥ 51,844,302/
deposited: ¥ 103700/~ Completian
Perlod: 09 Maonths, Date & Time closing
of tender: DB.08.2024 at 15.00 Hrs.
Webeile parpbculars and notice Bboard
incation where complete datal of lender
i Be seen; www, Ireps.gov.in

Earnest Money to be

EE'E-AR.I'E-E
3ys [

WHale

BT

n-Tandar Notice

: 0487-2423230
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
KWA-JB-GL-6-233-2024-25

Tender No : 20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29/SE/PHC/TSR/2024-25

2.JJM- Desamangalam Pt-Construction of 27.50LL GLSR,3.JJM -WSS to Kandanassery Pt -Construction of 10LL OHSR,3.
JJIM-Constructionof 18LL OHSR 5.JJM)-WSS to chelakkara-Construction of 6 m dia intake well cum Pump house ,6. JIM-
Construction of 15SLL OHSRa,7.CWSS TO NATTIKA FIRKA -
to Amandoor and Pozhankav OHSR in SN Puram pt,8. JJM- WSS to Thiruvillwamala- Construction of 6m dia Intake Well
cum Pump house,9.JJM-Construction of 5 LL OHSR, and Compound wall to Orumanayur ,10.JJM-CWSS TO NATTIKA
FIRKA -Extension of Gravity main pipe ETS road to Perinjanam OHSRI.KIIFB-AUWSS to Chalakudy-Replacing
damaged 400 mm AC gravity main with 400 mm DI K9 pipe from Vazhakkunnu Church to Urumbankunnu Centre EMD :
Rs. 50,000/-,1,00,000/- Tender fee : Rs. 5,900/-,8,850/- Last Date for submitting Tender : 06-08-2024 03:00:pm Phone

Extension of Pumping main from Mathilakam pt boundary

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle
Thrissur

H. . TCLLUAAL™ A HE R
Tefe: (MAG-2TEASDE, 276

—

11k

Tender MNo.618

given below !

Fower Station”

(L8] |."1r|'i”|i'| nd Govl. Entsrpresa)

UJVN LIMITED

DUR - BB CI Ko NGO S 0ChT

! F:|I 01382185507, websita: W, IJ].I'1 cam

Tender Notice
Offica of the Executive Enginear (MA&G) Kulhal Power Station, Kulhal,
invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is

Date :20.07 2024

Tender No.OS/UJVNLEE (MEGHKPS/2024-25"Annual Maintenance
Confracts (AMC) for Colopy Maintenance work: (Elec™ech) at Kulhal

Estimaled cost: ¥ 24,119,754 /- GST Extra

Date of availability of bid docurmant on wabsite: 21/07/2024, 11:00 Hrs
Lasi date for submission of tender: 12/08/2024, 15:00 Hrs

Far fullar & further details, kindly visit our website. The tendar documeants
can be downloaded from the Migam's website “www_ujpmni.com”

Executive Engineer (M&G) Kulhal

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity™

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

DP/9245/5HD/2024
(Court Matter)

Whergas complaint has been made before me that accused
1. Ashu 3/o Raj Kumar 2. Raj Kumar S/o 5h. Veeru Ram 3. Pooja
Dfo Sh. Raj Kumar 4. Puppy Devi Wio Sh. Raj Kumar 5. Rakhi
Die Sh. Raj Kumar, Rio H. No. 1322, Janta Flat, G.T.B. Enclave,
shahdara, Delhi, has committed {or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR. No. 249/2020, U/s 498A/406/34 IPC P.5.:
Anand Vihar Delhi, and it has been retumed to a8 warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused 1. Ashu 2. Raj Kumar 3.
Pooja 4. Puppy Devi 5. Rakhi cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused 1. Ashu 2. Raj
Kumar 3. Pooja 4. Puppy Devi 5. Rakhi, has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Prociamation is hereby made that the said 1. Ashu 2. Raj Kumar 3.
Pooja 4. Puppy Devi 5. Rakhi, accused of FIR. No. 249/2020, U/s
438A/406/34 IPC P.5.: Anand Vihar Delhi, is requirad to appear
befora this Court to answer the said complaint on or before 26.09.2024,

By Order
Ms. Isra Zaidi,

Ld. Mahila Court-02, Room No. -60

Karkardooma Court Dalhi

Office of The Police Telecommunication Headquarters M.P.
Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal - 462 003
Phone: 0755-2443674, E-mail:

ssp_radio @mppolice.gov.in

No. PDM/Purchase/33-002/D9641/2024,
e-Tender Notice (II)

e- Tenders are invited by Senior Superintendent of Police (Radio) MP Bhopal
on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following items :-

Dtd.:16/07/2024

manner whatsoever. S. Name of Qty. EMD Tender
No. Item Fee Fee
1 |Spare Part's of different type wireless, 38 Rs. Rs. 2000/-
NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY sets and Accessories (List of spare| Types | 36,000/-

Open E-Tender Notice

For and behalf of the President of India,
tha Dy, Chief Enginean'Bridge Lina/Morlh
‘Western Railway. Jaipur invites online
opan E-Tendaring system| Single Packel)
for the following works on prescribed
electronics forms;-E-Tender Mo.:
DYCEBL=JP-2024-12 Date: 19.07.2024,
Hame of work with its Location:
Instrumanlaton and condibion moniloring
of bridge no 138 UP and 1598 UP of
Rewari-Jaipur sedlion of NWR for
connuing LWE, based on Rall structure
Interaction (REl) analysis. Approx. Cost
of work: Fs 1 1665670688/ - Eamest
Money to be Deposited: Rs.2 08,300.00/
Comgplation Perod: 12 Months, Date and
Time closing of Tender; 08.08.2024 at
15:00 Hrs, Waebsile paricilars and nolice
borad |ocation wherg complete detall of
fander can be sean: werw, InEpE giovLin

Electrical Department (TRD Branch), Jabalpur
e-TENDER NOTICE: Mo. JBR/TRD/ |
Tender/2024/15 date: 18.07.2024
senior Divisional Electncal Engineer
(TRD} West Central Railway
Jabalpur for and on behalf of the!
Presidant of India invile sealed|
lenders from 1he reputed and|
exparienced conlractors having valid
Elagtncal License issued in the nama
of firm by State Governmenl as|
raquirad under IE rubes, 1856 with
ong of the partners or in his own |
namea if zole proprietor. Name of!
work: Annual overhauling of Auto
Tensioning Device [ATD) off
Bina [excluding)-Katni {excluding)}
section of Jabalpur Division for a|
pericd of 2 vears, Place of work:
Jabalpur Division, Completion
period: 24 months, Tender value
[Cost of the work): Rs
02,71,256.80/- (Rs. Ninety Two Lakh §
Seventy One Thousand Two
Hundred Fifty Six and Eighiy Paisaj
only), Earnest money: Rs
1.85,400.00 /-, Date & Time for|
submission/opening of tender; |
23.08.2024 15:00 Hrs./ 23.08.2024 §
15:30 Hrs., Website address:;
https:/fwww.ireps.govin, Tenderers |
are advised lo requlary visit IREPS
websile “hitps:iwww.ireps.gov.in” o}
note any changes/carrigendum
Minimum eligibility criteria as ;JE'Ir:
terder form shall ba applicable. for

Lhis tander,
Sr DEETRDMWCR, Jahalnur.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

tender documents)

parts and Accessories enclosed in

exempted in any condition.

[

3. The Tender should Dbe

within scheduled date and time.

Police (www.mppolice.gov.in)
5. Schedule:-
Publication & document sell/ download
Start Date Start:
Bid Submission Start Date :
Bid Submission End Date :
PQ Bid will be opened on :

G-13681-24

1. Cost of tender documents (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be

. The Tender fee and EMD should be deposit online through website.
submitted
https://www.mptenders.gov.in in favour of SSP (Radio) M.P. Bhopal

online on website

4. Tender documents also available for ready reference on the website of MP

18/07/2024 from 1800 Hrs
19/07/2024 from 1200 Hrs
07/08/2024 up to 1700 Hrs
08/08/2024 at 1720 Hrs.

Sd/-
S.S.P. (R) M.P. Bhopal

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

COMMISSIONER SURVEY SETTLEMENT
AND LAND RECORDS (SSLR),

Office Of The Commissioner, K.R.Circle, Bangalore-560001,
Ph: 81-080-22212408, Fax: 91-080-22277528

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Mys),

Contact Person

K. Jayaprakash Additional Director,
Survey Settlement & Land Records
Bangalore. Ph.No.: 080-22214715

DIPRICPA96/SS5C/2024-25

Hiring the services of Aerial Survey service provider to
generate ORI for Large Scale Mapping of Bagalkote, Mysuru,
Dharwar & Haveri, Udupi & Dakshina kannada
and Shimoga Districts - Reg.

Commissioner Survey, Settlement & Land Records (SSLR), Revenue
Department Government of Karnataka is desirous of hiring the
services of Aerial Survey service provider to generate ORI for Large
Scale Mapping of Bagalkote, Mysuru, Dharwar & Haveri, Udupi &
Dakshina kannada and Shimoga Districts. Request for proposals
{RFP) are invited from interested agencies to provide this service,
E-Tenders (5 Nos) with numbers SSLR/2024-25-E-1464546
SSLR/2024-25-E-1464546 (Dhw & Hur),
2024-25-E-1464546 (UDP & DK), SSLR/2024-25-E-1464546 (BGL)
& SSLR2024-25-E-1464546 (SHG) are invited for Selection of
agencies as per terms and conditions contained in Request for
proposal (RFPF). The RFPs are available in E-procurement website
hitp:/iwww.eproc.karnataka.gov.in from 19.07.2024. Interested
firms may register with the centre for E-governance to participate in
bidding process, Last date of submission of proposals:19.08.2024.

SSLR

Sdi-

K. Jayaprakash
Additional Director,
Survey Settlement &

Land Records, Bangalore.
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HIMACHAL FPRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION
LIMITED

File No. HPSEDC/PWMU QK I4-5167
E-C¥Tee File Mo, 131914

E-TENDER NOTICE

e« Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for procurement of Machinery
for Plastic Waste Manngement Uit Pre-Bid meeting will be held on
290072024 (11:30AM) through Video Conferencing

Last dote bor online e=bid submission 18 10082024 (uplo (6230 FM) and
shall be opened on 1082024 a1 2:30PM, Detailed Tender Document
containing Technical Spectlications and Terms & Conditions are available
on HFSEDC website www.hpsede.in and hitps:ihptenders.gov.in.

No, 0195/2024-2025

st Coroumd Floer, LT
Blhiowan, Mehli, Shimln =171 @13
Tel, M, B 77-3623250

2621513, 262630, 26IISND
2HINDAN, FANXANTT-2a36N 10
Wielsite: www hpsedein

Dated: 19-07-2004

CONFERENCE — NDIM

NDIM faculty attended the 3rd Cyber Security Conference organized by
the Global Counter Terrorism Council, where presiding Chief Guest,
Hon'ble V.P Jagdeep Dhankhar addressed the valedictory session,
emphasizing the urgent need for legal aid for cyber crime victims.
Acknowledging the rise in cyber crime incidents with the growing
digital penetration in the country, Dhankhar pointed out that this is a
new concern for agencies, investigators, regulators.

CORPORATE BRIEFS

EDUCATION

WORKSHOP— SUSHANT UNIVERSITY

In a remarkable initiative aimed at enhancing life-saving
skills, Dr. Khalid, a prominent doctor from Max hospital
conducted a Basic Life Support & CPR workshop at
Sushant University. This practical demonstration, aimed
primarily at faculty members, emphasized the importance
of immediate response during cardiac emergencies. The
session was conducted using a high-fidelity mannequin.

EVENT — AMITY UNIVERSITY

A high- level Ministerial Delegation from Uzbekistan visited Amity University
comprising of Salaev Sanat Kamilovich, DG of Khorezm Region, Head of
Delegation, Ambassador of Uzbekistan, Abdullave Bobur Sagdullaevich,
Director of Amity University in Tashkent along with 12 other members from
various institutions. The aim of the visiting delegation was to explore the
areas of collaborative growth and opportunity through joint partnership.

General Manager { Fechndcal)

PROGRAM —NIFTEM-K

National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and
Mgmt, Kundli under MoFPI has launched its 2nd training - cum
- internship programme on food technology entrepreneurship

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
P.W.D. KANKER CIRCLE KANKER (C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice
Online tenders are invited for Construction Of Building work, up to Date 06/08/2024

EVENT— NIFTEM-K

St. | NIT | System| Name of Work Probable | Tender From enchanting performances to electrifying competitions & tantalising | ey, This 4 week programme aims to enhance the technical
No. | No. | Tender Amount of | Downloded culinary delights, there was something to captivate every soul at EDESIA, an | competency of UG students. Dr. H.S Oberoi, Dir,, NIFTEM-K
01 | 03 | 156203 Balance Work For Construction| 17693 | 06.08.2024 performance by Bollywood singer Yasser Desal. Yasir started the programme |y academic knowledge & industrial applications.

of Administrative Cum Academic/ ~ Lakh by singing one of his superhit song 'Hum To Deewane' and enthralled the

Building At Polytechnic i/c
Water Supply and Electrification
work at Kondagaon.

audience with his melodious voice.

CONFERENCE—I.T.S. DENTAL COLLEGE

.T.S, Gzb organized the 20th Annual National Conference
in association with Indian Association of Forensic
Odontology under the aegis of Department of Oral Pathology
& Forensic Odontology. The conference aimed at comp-
rehensive understanding of forensic odontology & its ap-
plications. The commencement of the conference was thro-
ugh conduction of two preconference hands on workshops.

PROJECT— RAMJAS
Project Waragq, initiated by Enactus Ramjas in 2021. This innovative
project produces biodegradable & re-plantable plates made from
agricultural waste. These plates are embedded with vegetable seeds
sd/- that can germinate into plants when sown in the soil after use. This
Superintending Engineer not only addresses stubble burning and plastic waste but also

P.W.D, Kanker Circle . . .
Kanker promotes a circular economy. By adopting these sustainable
alternative you contribute to healthier communities.

T il " PROGRAM— VELLORE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

ool TENDER NOTICE _ . . ) .
The Dy.. Chief Elactrical Engineer/Gati Shakti UnitDethi, DRM Office. New Delhi- The Vellore Institute of Technology Chennai campus inaugurated its month-long Freshers’ Induction Programme—2024
110055 invites e-tender for the under nobed work, hance il has been uploaded fo . for undergraduate programmes in CS, Economics, Fashion
ISR WADTARON QMAC F ik Design, Law, Management, & Commerce. Dr. G. Viswa-

nathan, Founder-Chancellor of VIT, presided over the cer-

emony alongside Dr. Sekar Viswanathan, VP of VIT. Dr.
T.Thyagarajan, Pro VC of VIT Chennai, delivered the welcome
address, emphasizing the institution’s commitment to
academic excellence and student development.

All Documents related to Tender are to be submitted by Tenderers online only, failing which the
tenderer can not participate in the bidding, for tender details please visit
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

Note:- 1st Call

MOU—AMITY UNIVERSITY, NOIDA

Amity University in collaboration with Bharat Forge Ltd.,
Pune, organized “Bhartiya Raksha Vimarsha”on the theme
“Defence Technology & Integrated Joint Warfighting
Perspective”. On this historic occasion an MoU was also
signed between Bharat Forge Ltd. & Amity University to
strengthen the industry-academia partnership in the
defence sector. Chief Guest, Padma Bhushan, Shri Baba
Kalyani, Chairman and Managing Director Bharat Forge Ltd.

CONFERENCE— PRESTIGE EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Prestige Education Foundation holds a high level international conference on Quantum Computing, titled
Opportunities & Technologies BEYOND VISIBILITY at Hotel Marriott, Indore. This prestlglous event gathered
global dignitaries & experts from the USA, Israel, Germany

Tender Maotice Mo, 18-R-Dy CEE-GSLI-DLI-24-25

mﬂﬂm" lHIll.ICl‘I'ﬂ-H
PHGEH.AHHE '.'l'ﬂ'l-ll

MHame of work
angd localion

Augmentation & |mprovement i electrical infrasiruciure al
Freight Examination Pomits at Tughlakabad & Shakurbast,
Approximate cost earller | 1,908,337/
Earnest Money amount [to be deposited Online) Mow |

Date & time for Tendars uploaded on dated 21.07.2024 on |IREPS web
submission of sl b wwwireps.goviin, The bidders can parficipate

E-tender and opening| |n ihe stender, the tender will be opened a1 11:30 hrs on
of tender now 12.08.2024,

The detailed e-fender notice is available on Morhem Railway
wizbsite e wew.onrindiapraileays.gowvin and tendar
document 5 avallable on waw ireps.gov.in. Above  Lender

2445 400/

| MOU—TIET

Thapar Institute of Engineering & Technology recently announced the
signing of an MOU & collaboration with NVIDIA to establish the Thapar

l kEHU |--l -lan:[IL nF a1‘"'“”:' |

v (AT SCIENCE
----- sk g

E::::Lt;"dm document will be avallable for submission of offer on IREPS School of Advanced Al & Data SCienCG, with technical support from gg?;}[,é 28333:?}?;;?! ;i?gzsggt?)?\ll\%gg;nv;?edﬁ Sng(?r\:\t:l[?ll
tender webahel Mo apa aesin iom ST.07.2024 40.12.00,2024 the NVIDIA Al Univ. program. We are excited about the opportunity cev dlobal : 'f 'd) " ng '
il ;:;:;“ﬁ:ﬁ;’;fdiginﬁf"'m [T PRt e bui it to est. this Al school, in technical collaboration with NVIDIA. This work ey global companies for putting up *Centre of Excellence

for Quantum Computing* which will conduct training &

will not only bridge the gap in Al expertise but also pave the way for
yonag gap P P y education along with technology projects.

cutting-edge research and innovation in this transformative field.

ENGINEERING WORK
UNDER TINSUKIA DIVISION

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. TSK/Engg/
40 of 2024; dated 18-07-2024. E-tendsar
are inviled by the undersigned for tha
following work. |tem MNo.1; Brief
Description of item!  Provision of ral
crash barmier undar the Jurisdiction of Sr 1 2 3

The detailed tender notice also can be seen on the Nofice Board
o {ha above office.

H1T Mo, 13 H DHEEE E-EI.I-DLI 24 25 l:mtu:l 19 EIT 2'024 REUWEE

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

BATAIE TS AT HIRIUT GrHTeT
AT, HigeTT U ITeT aehtd TadrT
g e, Sa'la?ﬁ Had, 3TeeT TR TIYY, BAETE
T SHATR 0771-2234192, 2234188 (Fax) email- dirwed.cg@nic.in
hUieh/4267/ HaTTa/fH.aT./ WRI/2024-25 T, fedish 19/07/2024

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY g2~

| TENDER NOTICE MNo. AGC-ELG-T-11R2-2024-25 Date ; 15-07-2024

E-Tendering Tender Notice

2r, Divisional Electrical Enginegr (General} M, C, Railway, Agra on behalf of
President of India invites "Open Tender” through on ling only (E-Tendering ) for the
following works

Tender No.: AGC-ELG-T-11R2-2024-25 | Approx. Cost of work Rs. : 123567412

Nivida No.06 of 2024-25 CORRIGENDUM No.2

Following rectification is made in Tender Notice No.06 of 2024-25 of
Executive Engineer, Ver-Il Project Division, Vyara PIN CODE
N0.394650 Phone No. 02626-222090 Dist: Tapi.

Event New Date

ARTERT DENAIMinsukia.  Tender Value 1| Last date of Online |09/08/2024 Up to 18.00 Hrs. Name of work with its location & Completion Perlod : (A) Electrification work
<hl & 1 07 4T 067)- Earnest M
i IJ'-E - .lt " ":5 : ':;"':I""'r Tender upload far Prowvision of 02 nos. of Borewells at south colony Agra canii (B) Electrification
. .. . ! ’ el "m .4 ria : k Frovisi 2 Banzwall in M solony Ag
SR AT (SITeTehT 1 B Tl HRefon) il 2015 72 HMd 2021 Bl 9/ 41 o A o6 e fofed F o & oret e Description of item: Al Namtiall 2| Physical Document | Up to 22/08/2024 at 18.00 Hrs. PSR EIUIDID Rk Mefics e InHosth Calony Agra Cant

3T TRIUT hY ST et 06 I F HA 3T % Scaeh! 1 S, TGN, UReareh, 372ifid, s Fegen aet ekt § vifed, Simor s Completion period : 08 months

TR, Teh R T I ST STeTehi bl R JIH F & e fier & ot S ween gen faftre e w80 S % e &
GEEEH, GHAT U9 QIR (. B e T A R 5T 7

fafiTe xes Tewr eifireRwur Henferd ferd o 3 o1 :-

1. TR/ WA B oG R AT TR/ 1 GEIA T, (S T sifufEm 1973 ) & d8d gsiiad g

Provision aof adallional loop ling with
pamuflanaaus recenhion Tacilities. Tendar
Valua ©1,71.24 571/ Eamast Money 3
T2.35 6000 E-tendar will be clossd ai
1500 e on 12-08-2044 and opanad
at 18:00 hrs. on 12-08-2024. Tha
complate infarmation with the tander
docuomeani of above e-temder will ba

Submission of Date
Pre-bid Conference

* For full delalls and submission of bd please see the Indian Rallways waebsiie
www.ireps.gov.in = Tenders can only be submitted through web portal
www.ireps.gov.inup io 15:00 hrs on 14.08.2024,

I___T_IHlj:l‘Ih cetral ralleays 5w nerindlanmalbways. goyin '.

jf H.0.

Dt.29/07/2024 at 12.00 Hrs. Office of
Committee Room, Block No.9 Fourth floor,
New Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar.

For Online Pre-bid Meeting link Plz. Contact
Divison Office.

1261/24 (D

Erarhoantralraiieay : i CPRONCH

UJVN LIMITED

“UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

available upto 1500 hrs, of 12-08-2024 4| P.Q. Bid Opening 12/08/2024, at 12.00 Hrs. in the Office of N Telephone- 0135-2763508, 2763808 Fax 0135-2763507
e & N NP o in website www.ireps.gov.in Date & Time the Superintending Engineer, Ukai Circle WL CIN Mo U40101UR20015GC025866, Webslte:www. ujvnl.com
2. N/ GG % U SlIeT hedl { T T I ST | DRM (Work)Tinsukia (Civil), Ukai Letter MNo: 619 e-TENDER NOTICE Data: 20407/2024
3 e i ST T e A e @ IUHTHFHHILHH Other conditions remain unchanged. No.: INF-Surat/329/2024 | |Cffice ofthe Executive Engineer PCM Dhalipur, Dehradun invites online

4. TR ST TEUT SIWERRT 10 T I &7l ATl 91T SERE Wl ok ®9 § Feferd ant |

fSter & a1t SEvE Hee o Ao o] 9, ST Hel/He 3R faiRa wew (e 27) # sTrded et fsfel o fier swriea
st / 7o STer wReror SRRt At we Set fashr faem % wwer smad feifa faf 06.08. 2024 T YA R ST W B
3TAET T WY (Y9 27) Ud 3Tded % e Word fohd S aet Sxardsit sl ST, STl o1 TR &1 uar faam s Jemmge

www.cgwed.gov.in, T8 www.cgstate.gov.in H 37T 2|

bids from interested parties. Brief summarny of the tender is given below:;
E-Tender No: 0L/EE/PCM/Dhalipur! 2024-25

Name of work:Refurbishment of damaged struciures of Syphon located at
km 3.25and km 3.68 of power Channel betweaen Asan Barrage to Kulhal
Fower House

Estimated value of Tender: Rs, 75 87, 354.00 (excluding G5T)

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan,

(T s Race Course Road, Bengaluru — 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383, Date & Time of availability of bid document on website - From 17:00
FETeTn website : www.kiadb.in, email: cdoce1@kiadb.in Hrs of 22.07.2024
. ufeen vd et foehre vd wtaa Last Date & Time for submission of tender: Up to 17:00 Hrs
T T HEOT WU, oAt WA No.lADB/ENGG/PMC/EPTND-EP-06/320/2024-25 Date: 19.07.2024 12.08,2024

For fuller & further detads, kindly wisit e-procurement poral
http:ffuktenders.gowv.in Executive Engineer{PCM)
“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

AT T, e TR (J.)

SR sferdan &1 srafaa
areior Rt fESeTe1, Bl gHse gHET
= ~ferfden snesoT Heen
fAfaeT WEn— 03/2024-25/RWD/EE/DUMKA fa=ii— 19.07.2024

1, T SR qrin e R S e, g g R @ E E-procurement TERT § |
ferfereT sarfsi &1 vl 2 |

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR

PROVIDING PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY SERVICES

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

KIADB is inviting tender under Quality Based Consultancy System (QCBS)
as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules
2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Consulting Firms under two
cover system for the following work:

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

. | AeeETeTE | w1 9 M G AT e 13T (o H) e Name of the Work : Project Management Consultancy Services for the work Pyali Das W/o Bhaskar Das R/o H.No. D-72, Bhagya
| | e/ e (f0%io) S W HEN ¥ wfﬁi‘rﬂﬁ_ of Construction of 10MLD Tertiary Treatment Plant near Bidadi at ‘é"'hﬂf- t':::; Rﬂﬂ'khﬂd?édht':f:ﬂﬂpﬂr Dﬂ.?tzzatﬁelhf} has
A il Byramangala Lake on Vrishabhavathi River for Supplying to Bidadi SOIMIEIAL SO 15 BLEPE i ST & Piike G

| | RWO/DUMKA/10 | BTl i BICT | 7.750 | 9,02,29,800.00 | = @Xks &1 | 18 Sﬁanamagﬂ ala & Harohalli Industrial Areas includiﬁp FD E:jli.atrautin:-m ancl] |eRESCNo. TA0ZAIE LIS 138 NLAGL .5, Aman Vibay,
J2024-25 | TUiEttaTe @ U HNg I : 9 : ¥ g vp Delhi and it has been returmmed to a warrant of arrest

Fyefor 19 | HGTY amE At Maintenance for a period of 10 Years (2nd Call). thereupon issued that the said Pyali Das cannot be found

and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Pyali Das have absconded (or is concealing herself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Pyali

Das of case CC No. 14028/18 U/s 138 NI Act, P.S. Aman

Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint/case on or before 21.08.2024.

By Order

Sh. Apoorv Bhardwaj

Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate

Room No. 113, 1st Floor

darrae W fAfae warerm @1 619 20,07 2024
Z—I=itergT wfvy ot aifo foisr va w9 20.08.2024 AT 500 gl T |
GG Y[ T T @ 7ier Online EFHTFII’HH WTHT FRRTT A |
Aty ey o) i 22082024 T e qatest 1130 99
Fafeer amafE T el TeitEEl @1 9 U9 9a— e siigan e S Henn o weeed, |
gHE |
F—fdeT s @1 T TIE— 06434 291033
7. %y W) & fa jharkhandtenders.govin/ =ifew 97E # <% 1 Hhe & |
HwraAqTAE S,
apfier wrd v, e wisd gae

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 05.08.2024 upto 16.30 hrs.

Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement Portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gowv.in. Sd/

Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

ORI AR &1 BRI

[ P O TR

DIPRIC P00 Zan/2024-25

o

PR 330158 Rural Work Department(24-25)#D

el fsra f[A9ia gsisa, shst

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

L3RG -
_ HRETS E'F ffeer smrHsvT SEe DP/9232/RD/2024{Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi
2 12 e 3 o L 2 e 2 2 L 5 A e e T A A R S ¥— fifder o= W@ — RWD/SD/GODDA/06/2024-25
¥ ST PIRET STHA G 1, T Y RreRr R BRUAD ATHAAT BT BAAD
. T LN e T T T s e t o
$-FfeT Ho — RDSPL/SD/HZE812024-25 7,/ T R . ﬂ?ﬁ;]'ﬂ | "*_ﬂ'"m"m - ﬂuﬂﬁ qei i fonmn, qar weisa, I
Frareof: . _ , | T WA | W SEE |
1_T:ﬁ'.l‘i!i @ ﬁﬁﬁ i _ _ _ [TTRq et & HEIVETSl WEEE HAA0 G G — | — . — iH‘TEEﬁZﬂE Hdall
= | T ' o 7 :ﬂ"r_'."'.: T .-_‘\-- 4431 4 i L1 3 5 b [ e
| s S st _ _ WRRRT | s @ | aftm | o | &+ " ':.I':' -qr--'.{r#‘_r QT._'!‘.E ks i ’“.;"_f.'. .',-E';_..'.'&":l'_.’l._. . | AoAm HEeeH EiEN
aq o HRETE L O EHE e HOE | T | #1 [Tdl & AR TR "E' Tl THE | | |
: o e 2 AT W AT A S @ W Y Tl | 2844800000 | 58000000 | 40,000.00 16 6 : _— H_E'IEEE{H tetferet :
r— e | i ""TIIT'J'I o= Y= HAo-tofofdo o -0z / 202425 fa=i# -~ 20.07.2024
LA B T ' . it = el . e _ _ t A
FITE TTIETR B [ Ilgl Faen o q -"e"l"T-s LHgTE 34-mr:| areaAr | PR - ; | 1, | W T | B TTE # AR A & oA e |
l. ROEPLSVHARME02024-28 | 2RI i_rnﬁq:__:::iﬁ;q fﬁ_:_r: ":; 14RO 0 | RS0 | TE0 ) G s | 3 [ Hmlm-: o ,_-.I A w.*ltldii -|" g s | RARDANE D | 45530000 10.000.00 13- 1B | 416770 B munned 1 L MELTT v a9 g
| oy fopror| _ | g e & gravae) wavs @ -ﬁ-ﬁ- FTEEE | ' I l AT g (FEand ] T AR o 2025
_ TG e a6 : e 1 1 4 THER rf'm—r U SHREE & 4rg a1 4 1728680000 | 34600000 163,000.00 15 HIE 2. | awpiton wrte T [ 760 327564014 i
2. | ROSPLEIVHZRNANI04-2Y | TR | quiny o wichaaoy s | | ~oooi0.00  TES00.00 | 100K | 8 A1E . et fEmi | (w0 ) | (aefrer Wt eERY e o A
RS E R R ' | WITE R & ¢ f!!'-ll"l-!an WEUE Sl e | L i AT F)| o
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3. B-fafaer wiity 261 ffEr vd w90 — foE 01.08.2024 ¥ 29 08.08.2024 THT TRTES 5:00 T T 6 | % A e o ey A TR IO | 14670000 | ASR50000 | 100000 Loty 6. | d—dre fiEe ) o /e (28072004 300 991 A
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ROAD TO PARIS

The lonely grind of
athletes and their journeys
that defy all odds; breaking

down intricate concepts
and capturing the buzz
on the ground,

The Indian Express
goes behind the scenes
in the build-up to the
Olympic Games

|0A MESS

India's Korean
archery coach
furious after

Olympic snub

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JULY 20

INDIA’S KOREAN archery coach Baek
Woong Ki is outraged after being de-
nied accreditation for the Paris
Games and said he will not continue
once his contract expires on August
30.

He lashed out at the Indian
Olympic Association (I0A) for "poor
and hasty administration”.

According to reports, Woong Ki,
who reached Paris with the Indian
team after overseeing its preparation
in Marseille, said he "was removed
from the Olympic coaching role at a
critical time" and will now be flying
back to India with his return ticket al-
ready booked.

"I am a Korean coach who signed
a contract to prepare (the Indian
archers) for the Paris Olympics. But
atacritical time, l was removed from
the Olympic coaching role and my
flight schedule told me to return
home," the renowned coach told PTIL.

He has been staying in a Paris ho-
tel and was awaiting his Games ac-
creditation.

"I have a contract until August 30
and I signed it for the Olympics.I plan
to arrive at Sonipat and calmly pre-
pare for the formalities of entering
Korea," he added.

The disappointed Woong Ki clar-
ified that he would not renew his
contract.

It’s not like Woong Ki is an ama-
teur or upcoming coach. He has
guided archery heavyweights South
Korea to two gold medals at the 2012
London Olympics.

Appointed two years ago, he had
been helping the Indian archers in
their quest for a medal in Paris.

He questioned the logic behind
not being accommodated despite the
IOA investing in him.

"Ihave been training them (Indian
archers) for two years to win a medal
at the Paris Olympics. However, for-
eign coaches were excluded due to
the IOA's poor and hasty administra-
tion. I don't know why they invested
money to appoint a Korean coach.
More importantly, it's hitting a major
notch just days before the Olympics,”
said Woong Ki.

Woong Ki further said his pres-
ence would have surely boosted
India’s prospects.

"Korean archers are strong in
competition. If Korea and India play
in the final, there is a 90% chance they
will lose, but if I enter the coach’s box,
the Korean archers will feel more ten-
sion and pressure because of me.
Therefore, India's chances of winning
increase," said Woong Ki, who is con-
tracted by the Archery Association of
India (AAI) and funded by the Sports
Authority of India (SAI).

SHIVANINAIK
JULY 20

BREAKING WILL be the only sport at Paris
Olympics where calling a dancer's seta "dope
move" will not be frowned upon. In B-Girl
and B-Boy lingo, 'Dope’ is superlative degree
for crazy,awesome, wowsie, mental, brill and
super cool. But the sport at the urban venue
at Concorde, has its own thorough system of
judging its competitors.

B-Boy Ronnie Abaldonado, an All Star at
Red Bull BC One, helps decipher what judges
actually look for .

What will be the competition format?

16 B-Girls and 16 B-Boys will be divided
into groups of four for a round-robin stage,
with top two in each group moving into the
quarter-finals over August 9 and 10.Every one-
on-one battle has 3 alternating 60-second
throw down sets by each breaker, where each

Breaking down Breaking
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DANCE LIKE EVERYBODY'’S WATCHING
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Pics: World DanceSport Federation

New sport is inexpensive to stage, doesn't leave ‘white elephants’ while connecting with a wide cross-section of people

SHIVANINAIK
JULY 20

VIEWED FROM a break dancer's imagina-
tion, the Statue of Liberty could be the first-
ever 'Freeze' (a dramatic pause in the mid-
dle of a dynamic dance routine) that
travelled from France to the USA.

But Americans didn't bother to keep
Breaking (break dance) on their Olympic
programme for Los Angeles 2028, though
Bronx was the 'OG' epicentre of the art-form
in the 1970s.

The free-spirited banlieues (suburbs) of
Paris, though, didn't forget their history as
the world's second-largest hip hop market,
when planning their OG, the 2024 Olympic
Games. France will host Breaking’s debut at
sport's grandest stage. Hip hop and graffiti
might've taken off in the block parties of
north New York, but Europe has surrepti-
tiously nurtured its own Breaking base,
mainstreaming an erstwhile underground
subculture.

Paris has taken the lead in liberating
sport from its clunky stadium-confines, and
brought the Olympics out into the streets.
Place de la Concorde, a popular public
square at the end of the Champs Elysees, will
transform into an urban, no-frills Paris
Games venue, hosting other unpretentious
sports like BMX freestyle, skateboarding and
3x3 basketball.

The makeshift stage rig will get neatly
folded away the morning after and Parisians
cango about their lives as usual, with the sport
leaving behind none of what sociologist
Andrew Zimbalist called the useless 'white
elephants’ of the Olympics. Breaking, that
breaks all elitist shackles, could offer a popu-
lar little corner that the city can warm up to.

“Not only is Breaking gender-balanced,
youthful and urban, it is also flexible and sus-
tainable in that it can essentially be organ-
ised anywhere, without the need for costly
new infrastructure, equipment, etc,” Jean-
Laurent Bourquin, former senior advisor of
World Dance Sport Federation, had said in
an interview with The Indian Express. Most
B-Boys and B-Girls are in fact used to per-
forming on wood, plastic, cardboard and
even concrete, with zero cribs.

“Finally, the inclusion of Breaking would
help to bring the
2024 Games
closer to local
communities in
Paris and con-
nect with the
young people of France,”
he added. The idea stirred
in 2016 in International
Olympic Committee corridors.

And a 5cm floor was laid out at
the 2018 Youth Olympics in Buenos
Aires, and simply removed post the
battles, so 3x3 basketball could get on the
next
day. The huge, vocal crowds in the Argentine
capital pierced the resistance from IOC tra-
ditionalists, and sheer numbers from the
Olympic Channel and social media went
dizzy. Bourquin helped fit the competitive
structure into the Olympics programme,
and saw first-hand how hip hop beats, the
emcee and crowd involvement changed
perceptions.

“For me, the most satisfying part of this
Olympic journey was seeing some of the
doubters do a 180 in Buenos Aires. They
went from being quite sceptical to becom-
ing some of the loudest proponents of
Olympic Breaking,” Bourquin said.

THEVOCABULARY

‘TOP ROCK is all that the breaker
does standing up, their
introduction leading into the first
climactic part of the
performance.

‘DOWNROCK’ is the floor work,
which includes rhythmical
footwork and powermoves

‘BLOW UPS’ are the developing
sets leading into a surprise
moment

‘FREEZES’ are a dramatic pause
in the middle of a dynamic dance
routine

OLY-XPLAINED
On the dance floor: How will scoring work, what do the judges look for

competitor takes turns to present their moves.

What is the Trivium Judging system?

Nine judges, who have been esteemed
breakers themselves, will decide on one-on-
one battles where two performances are di-
rectly compared. First you see the perform-
ance of one person, then you compare it with
the opponent's set. Under the specifically de-
signed Trivium Value System, judging is con-
ducted in real-time based on five criteria:
Technique, Variety (or vocabulary), Execution
(or performativity), Musicality, and
Originality (or creativity).

Judges will move a digital slider to indi-
cate who's their preference in the 1vs1 bat-
tles. Each of the five categories accounts for
20% of the final score. Based on the average
of the sliders in these five criteria, one breaker
is named the winner of each round. They are
judged not only on pure technique but also
on musicality interpretation, or physical ex-

plosiveness.

The Olympics are keen on shattering the misconception that sports only
means a ground or stadium.

Are Breakers marked on a score of 10 on
each criterion?

In Breaking, nothing is codified and  move like a Difficulty-score in gymnastics or

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

breakers do not receive a number of points
for performing a certain pre-designated

As many as 1,000 one-minute video en-
tries were received from countries as diverse
as Nepal, Rwanda, El Salvador and Lithuania,
whose B-Girl Nicka is incidentally a gold
favourite at Paris.

Young at heart

Bourquin, who helped pitch Breaking as
a sport to the IOC, insists all of Europe has
pockets where the explosive sport with the
drama of head-to-head 'battles’ took off in
the 1980s. Youth from Parisian suburbs,
though, were some of the earliest to get
swept off their feet - and spin on their heads,
for good measure.

The sport, which took
off with Puerto Rican and
Black youth in the Bronx,
has always been entwined
with assorted cultural
blazes borrowed from
everywhere. The 'break’ in
Breaking comes from the
percussion-only (non-vo-
cals or other instruments)
slot in a song which
Jamaican DJ Kool Herc pro-
longed for dancers to
bounce to. Battles began in
the 1990s, and cyphers —
circles formed within
which B-Boys and B-Girls dance —came about
thereafter.

German B-Boy Niels 'Storm' Robitzky,
now a respected judge and coach, says
Breaking of 90s drew from myriad athletic
influences - a funk musician, martial art's
greatest and sport's mightiest.

“The history of dance personifies a com-
bination of 3 public figures that were pretty
important to development: 1. James Brown
for the music and drive; 2. Bruce Lee for his

BOURQUIN

figure skating. Two performances are sim-
ply compared.

What details do judges look for?

Stage presence, form, posture, mannerisms
and foundation are some of the underpinnings
that get gleaned. It's not just the moves, as
mental and physical conditioning in terms of
endurance, accuracy, strength, speed and con-
trol are considered. If two breakers stick a sim-
ilar freeze, who holds steady longer and pauses
stronger is compared.

Why does this qualify as a sport?

The Olympics are keen on shattering the
misconception that sports only means a
ground or stadium. The world wasn't ready,
but Paris might change minds like the Youth
Olympics at Buenos Aires did in 2018. All
sport is sophisticated, niche movement.
Breaking is essentially highly-evolved,
stylised and skilled physical movement, with-
out pretension. Competition duels have been

Inclusion of Breaking
would help to bring the
Games closer to local
communities in Paris
and connect with
young French people”

JEAN-LAURENT

FORMER ADVISOR, WORLD
DANCE SPORT FEDERATION

swiftness, the character and standing up for
what he believes is right; and 3. Muhammed
Ali for his courage and belief,” Storm had told
The Indian Express. While Paris saw an explo-
sion of Breakers riding the hip hop wave, the
sport pretty much erupted all over Europe.
Italmost died outin 1985, before a resur-
gence by 1987. “We started to connect the
remnants of B-Boying we found to a broader
European network. By 1990, we became
professional B-Boys,” Storm recalls.
Breaking hasits own vocabulary, and is-
n't restricted to just the tricks. The whole
routine flows. "Toprock’ is all that the
breaker does standing up, their introduction
leading into the first cli-
mactic part of the per-
formance, the 'drop’ - get-
ting down on the floor.
'Downrock’ is the floor
work, which includes
rhythmical footwork and
powermoves - which
are usually continuously
performed spinning and
spiralling movements in
which the feet don’t touch
the ground, like flares.
Then there's the 'blow ups,’
which are developing sets
leading into a surprise mo-
ment. At last, come the Freezes, and their un-
spoken import. There's a reason Brits, French,
Germans, Lithuanians, Ukrainians and
Russians, alongside Koreans, Japanese, Chinese
and Americans all seamlessly blend into this
Breaking universe, even when they 'battle’.
Adancing freeze, an exclamation, needs
no dictionary, nor translations, no common
language, and Paris gets it. Breakers inhabit
a world of their own; the Olympics are
merely visiting.

around for 20 years now at Freestyle Battle of
the Year and Red Bull BC One besides the
World Championships. Most importantly,
the air flares (torso is swung, the balance al-
ternating between legs and arms) that are
now common to artistic gymnastics' floor ex-
ercises or pommel horse have drawn inspi-
ration from b-boying, extending validation to
the newbie sport and proving it belongs.

How much emphasis is given to creative
originality or are they drill moves?

Head spins can be jaw-dropping, but are
fairly routine. Signature moves defined and
deified as originality in 1vs1 battles can prove
tie-breakers. Korean B-Boy Hongten's freeze
on two fingers is pretty well known, while
Japanese B-Boy Hiro10 is known to unleash
dynamic moves that become viral clips of-
ten. American B-Girl Logistx is tipped to be
very innovative in laboratories during prepa-
ration, while B-Girls Ayumi of Japan and
Nicka of Lithuania can spring new moves.
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BRIEFLY ——

Nadal reaches first
final since 2022

Bastad: Rafael Nadal reached his first fi-
nal in two years on Saturday, beating
qualifier Duje Ajdukovic4-6 6-3 6-4in
the semi-finals of the Swedish Openin
Bastad as the 22-time grand slam win-
ner continues his preparations for the
Paris Olympics. The 38-year-old
Spaniard, who was sidelined with a hip
injury that required surgery last year,
had taken four hours to beat Mariano
Navone 6-7(2) 7-5 7-5 in the quarter-
finals of the event. "I fought the whole
tournament to be where I am today.
Matches like yesterday and today help
toimprove alotof things on court," said
Nadal, whose last final was at the
French Open. "It's always a great feel-
ing to be in a final. | won four matches
inarow.Iwasn'table to make that hap-
pen since two years ago." REUTERS

Defense the focus for
US basketball: Kerr

London: With a roster that boasts the
NBA's all-time leading scorer, multiple
title winners and the best shooter to
lace up a pair of high tops, the points are
sure to come for Team USA at the Paris
Olympics, coach Steve Kerr said on
Friday. The questionis whether the US.
can play the kind of suffocating defense
on the other end of the floor that will
prevent them from getting into
shootouts with their opponents, he
said. "Defense, defense, defense,” Kerr
told reporters at practice in London
ahead of the team's showcase against
South Sudan. "We're going to score, we
have all these guys who can score. It has
tobe about defense.” Kerr's 12-manros-
terisarguably the greatest collection of
basketball talent ever assembled with
LeBron James, Stephen Curry and Kevin
Durant leading a quest to bring home
the team's fifth gold medal. REUTERS

Norris takes Hungary
pole for McLaren

Budapest: Lando Norris secured pole
with teammate Oscar Piastri close be-
hind as McLaren ended a nearly 12-year
wait for a front row lockout in a twice-
halted Hungarian Grand Prix qualify-
ing on Saturday. Red Bull's Formula One
championship leader Max Verstappen
qualified third in an eventful session
that was red-flagged and then re-
started with two minutes remaining
when RB's Yuki Tsunoda crashed.
Ferrari's Carlos Sainz joined an unhappy
triple champion Verstappen, wholeads
Norris by 84 points in the standings af-
ter 12 of 24 races, on the second row at
acircuitwhere overtaking can be tricky.
"We are in the best position for what-
ever the conditions throw at us so I'm
looking forward toit," said Norris as he
celebrated his third career pole and sec-
ond in the last four races. REUTERS

Shubhankar movesto
T-21atOpenRoyal

Troon: India's Shubhankar Sharma,
who spent three hours waiting to find
out whether or not he had made the
cut, moved up the leaderboard with a
third round 67 at the 152n Open here
on Saturday. Taking advantage of the
benign course as against the tough and
windy conditions on the first two days,
Sharma shot a superb 4-under 67 that
included an incredible eight birdies
against two bogeys and adouble bogey.
He moved from overnight T-69to T-21,
but the leaders were still on the course.
Sharma's best Major finish came last
year at Royal Liverpool, where he shot
par or better each day and finished tied
eighth. PTI

LIFE AFTER STIMAC

Gill’s chance to thrive

In less than a year, opener has taken over GT captaincy and is now India vice-captain in T20Is & ODIs

PRATYUSHRAJ
JULY 20

IT'S SHUBMAN Gill’s body language that as-
sured the former India batting coach Vikram
Rathour that he would make a good leaderand
that the BCCI has made the right decision in
appointing him as the vice-captain of India’s
T20and ODI teams.

"Whatever I have seen him, be it for the
Gujarat Titans or in Zimbabwe (when Gill led
inaT20series), he did agood job. He has shown
terrific body language, which is a must if you
are leading a side. Now with the vice-captaincy;,
the BCCT has given him extra responsibility and
[ am sure he will thrive in this role, " Rathour
tells The Indian Express.

Rathour pointed out two episodes involv-
ing Shubman that convinced him of his matu-
rity.

The first was when Gill approached the
leadership group of Rohit Sharma and Rahul
Dravid to tell them that he wants tobatat No.3
inTests. That this came ina phase when he was
struggling for runs - he had gone without a fifty
in 12 innings - made Rathour admire him
more.

Hefailed in the first Testagainst England in
February but rallied back with a match-win-
ning hundred in the second innings of the
Vizag Test against England in February.

"The talk came from him. He felt that No 3
was an ideal position for him to bat and the
management group backed him. Itwas his de-
cision which was backed by Rahul, myself and
Rohit, and he turned it around in the England
series,” Rathour says.

The other noteworthy factor was Gill’s
game awareness when he was newer to the
Indian team. "Whenl first saw him in the nets,
my firstimpression was like everybody else's.
Isaw exactly what a lot of people were talking
about and spoke about his special talent. When
the first time I saw him playing, the immediate
thought that went into my mind was ‘whoa
this kid is extremely talented’.

“What impressed me the most was his
game awareness, which is something you
don'tgenerally see in the young cricketers, who
are coming through the ranks. He knew his
game, he understood how he needs to bat in
different situations and never shied away from
challenges,” Rathour says.

Rathour, whowas India's batting coach for
five years feels getting Shubmanin the leader-
ship role might prove to be a masterstroke as
it will enhance his game.

" feel captaincy brought the best out of

Shubman Gill’s confidence, game awareness have led to him being a part of the India leadership group. Sportzpics

Viratand Rohitand I feel it will do the same for
Shubman. Although, he is not yet the captain,
being in the leadership group will bring the
best out of him as well. This is I am very sure
off. When you are in that role, leading others,
it gives you that extra bit of responsibility,
which is good and I think is great for a young
kid like Shubman, who one day might lead
India in all three formats," says Rathour.

Father's advice to Shubman

Shubman Gill's first coach and father,
Lakhwinder Gill has only one advice to his son
and that is to keep scoring runs.

"When he was appointed the captain of
Gujarat Titans and recently for the Zimbabwe
tour, I had only given him one piece of advice.
'Stay cool and make sure and never let cap-
taincy hamper your batting’," says Lakhwinder.

His father, who was in Zimbabwe when
Shubman stepped out as captain of India for
the first time, feels the young team could have
won the series easily 5-0.

"They were in the IPL mode. They thought
they would just go and swivel their bats and

| feel captaincy
brought the best
out of Viratand
Rohit and | feel it
will do the same for
Shubman. Although, he is not yet
the captain, being in the leadership
group will bring the best out of him
as well.”

VIKRAMRATHOUR
FORMER INDIABATTING COACH

score runs. Once they acclimatised to the con-
ditions and pitches, you see the way they per-
formed. They played reckless cricket in the first
match,” he says.

Khushpreet Singh Aulkah, who has worked
closely with Gill right from their U-14 days, had
oncerevealed his friend's captaincy ambitions
to this newspaper.

“He wants to achieve what MS Dhoni has
done at CSK, Rohit Sharma at Mumbai Indians,
and Gautam Gambhir at Kolkata Knight Riders.
He is someone who loves challenges and re-
sponsibility,” Khushpreet had said. “As faras|
know him, apart from playing for India, cap-
taining India is his big dream.”

Since Gill emerged as a breakout star from
the 2018 U-19 World Cup, he hasbeen seen as
someone who will take the baton from Kohli as
India’s next great batsman. But will he succeed
with the added responsibility given to him?

Lakhwinder feels his son will thrive in the
new role. "If he scores with his bat, his team
will win. Itis as simple as that," he says. "Over
the years, he has played under different cap-
tains. He has played under Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and Hardik Pandya, and all of them
have done for India and their respective IPL
franchises. I am sure Shubman must have
learnt a lot while working with them.

"If the BCClis giving him the responsibility
saying that they are looking at him as the next
leader, then they must have seen something
in him," the father concludes.

Duckett and
Pope build up
England's lead
against Windies

REUTERS
JULY 20

BEN DUCKETT and Ollie Pope shared an
unbroken century partnership to lift
England to 116-1 and alead of 75 runs over
West Indies at tea on the third day of the
second test at Trent
Bridge on Saturday.

England lost
opener Zak Crawley
for three when he was
unluckily run out at
the non-striker's end
after Duckett's drive
was parried on to the
stumps by the hand of
bowler Jayden Seales.

Duckett struck nine fours in his un-
beaten 61 and Pope, who made 120 in the
first innings, was 48 not out at the interval
on Day three.

England picked up four wickets in the
morning and looked set to establish a nar-
row first-innings lead before Joshua Da
Silva and Shamar Joseph combined in an
entertaining 71-run last-wicket stand to
take the West Indies to 457 all out and leave
the match finely poised.

Da Silva steadies ship

Da Silva finished unbeaten on 82, in-
cluding three sixes, and Joseph hit two
sixes, one smashing tiles on the pavilion
roof, in his 33 before he was caught by Gus
Atkinson off Mark Wood.

Resuming on 351-5, Jason Holder was
caught by wicketkeeper Jamie Smith off
Chris Woakes for 27 and Kevin Sinclair
slashed Atkinson to gully where Harry
Brook held a sharp catch.

Alzarri Joseph edged Woakes to Smith

for 10 and the experienced England seamer
bowled Seales first ball. Shamar Joseph sur-
vived the hat-trick delivery but Da Silva
moved to his fifth test fifty and found a will-
ing partner in Joseph to give a fluctuating
game another twist. England won the first
match of the three-test series by aninnings
and 114 runs at Lord's.
BRIEF SCORES: England 416 and 248/3
(Ben Duckett 76, Harry Brook 71; Alzarri
Joseph 2/58)lead West Indies 457 (Kavem
Hodge 120, Joshua da Silva 82%; Chris
Woakes 4/84) by 207 runs.

Vice-captaincy is a fancy designation with no perks, power or immunity

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

PERCEPTIONS IN Indian cricket change in a
matter of weeks. And at times it can have noth-
ing to do with the performance of the players.
Hardik Pandya went from being T20 World
Cupfinal's game-changer, designated vice-cap-
tain, captain-in-waiting to a powerless foot-
soldier in new commander Suryakumar
Yadav's unit. Shubman Gill, on the other hand,
leap-frogged from being a reserve player to be-
ing the vice-captain.

So should this be seen as Gill's promotion
and Hardik's demotion? Not really, would say
those familiar with the power equations of the
Indian dressing room. On paper, a captain's
deputyis the team's designated No.2 and also
the heir apparent. But that's a misconception.
Vice-captaincy, as the name suggests, doesn't
come with a time-bound captaincy guarantee.
Actually, it's far from that.

Like in the simplest popular board games,
the snake that waits for the ladder climbers to
reach the late 90s to time their bite, many cap-
taincy contenders have got their final throw
of the dice wrong. Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj
Singh, KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant, Ajinkya
Rahane, Jasprit Bumrah and even Hardik have
over the past decade come close to sealing
their spot at the top, but failed. They have led

Manolo Marquez to take

SHASHANKNAIR
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

FC GOA COACH Manolo Marquez will be the
next Indian national men’s team head coach
while continuing to manage the Indian Super
League side simultaneously for another year.
After the next year, the Spaniard will take up
the Indian job full-time. The All-India Football
Federation executive committee, in a meet-
ing on Saturday at the AIFF Football House,
made the decision keeping in mind AIFF's fi-
nancial status.

“Manolo was the ideal choice because he
has worked with many of the young Indian
players who are a part of the national team.
He can take younger overlooked players and
make them good. He works with Indian play-
ers day in and out in the ISL, and there is a lot
of respect these young players have for him,”
an AIFF official told The Indian Express.

While this will be Marquez’s firstjobas an
international team coach, he has had top-flight
club experience with Las Palmasin the La Liga
where he was coach in 2017. Last season,
Marquez’s Goa finished third in the ISL and

pushing Mumbai City FC and Mohun Bagan,
who finished narrowly above them, despite
vastly bigger budgets and better foreign tal-
ent.

One of the reasons Marquez’s appoint-
ment was solidified was due to the AIFF and FC
Goa coming to anagreement that the 55-year-
old would be coaching the GoanISL team dur-
ing the club season, and take up national coach
duties during FIFA windows and off-season.

Over the past few years, the AIFF's budget
has been slashed and the costs of managing
the national team along with the football
ecosystem in India has brought about a fund
crunch for the national footballing body. One
of the reasons for Manolo’s hiring, instead of
exploring other options like former Vietnam
manager Park Hang-seo, was due to these rea-
sons. There was also a consensus that India
came close to qualifying for the third round of
the World Cup qualifiers and there was a need
for a coach who would take these existing
players to the next level.

“This season he’s going tobe inadual role,
and next season onwards he’ll be with Indian
football full time. A few of the people who had
applied were outside our pay structure. Also,

Team India in some games or a few odd ses-
sions but they couldn't win the trust of selec-
tors to be long-term leaders. Will Gill buck
the trend and become a true blue leader like
Dhoni, Virat or Rohit remains to be seen. If he
doesn't, the curse will continue.

Cricket needs to be sensitive to the intrigu-
ingly amorphous character of the dressing
room - the vice-captain. He has the position
but no real privilege. He gets to wear the cap-
tain's armband occasionally but doesn't have
the aura to automatically command respect.
Being slightly ahead in the captaincy race by
virtue of the official position, he canalso be the
target of others with leadership ambitions.
Many a time heisn'teven the captain's sound-
ing board since there are former skippers or
other seniors in the team. Being a deputy can
get lonely.

Vice-captaincyincricket is justafancy des-
ignation. It has the limited usefulness of a spare
car tyre that spends most of its life in the dark-
ness of the bonnet. And even when he takes
the place of the captain on the field, he often
merely implements the orders given by the
captainand the coach from the dressing room.
The deputy plays the waiting game, and for
most, the wait is endless.

Selectors have a different rationale when
they sittodecide the team's vice-captain. As is
the case with Gill, the most popular reason, of
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Hardik Pandya has not been chosen as
Rohit Sharma’s successor. Sportzpics

course, is the one about grooming a youngster
with leadership potential. But there are other
reasons too. Sometimes the national selectors
have picked the likes of Rahane and Pujara as
vice-captains as they didn't have options or
they were not sure about the hierarchy among
the youngsters.

At this T20 World Cup, Pakistan selectors
had faced a similar dilemma. From the team
full of super seniors, they had to pick Babur
Azam's deputy. In contention were Babur's
contemporaries Shaheen Shah Afridi, Shadab
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Manolo Marquez will continue working with FC Goa in the 2024-25 season, while
also being in charge of the Indian national men’s football team. FC Goa

we needed someone with Indian experience.
We didn’t have the time for a coach to come
and take a few months to take stock of where
Indian football is,” said the official. “There are

a lot of cases of club coaches also managing
countries. Even Igor Stimac would only be in
India during FIFA windows or national camps.
Most of the time, players are not available to

Khan and Mohammad Rizwan. There were
also the two seniors making a comeback -
Mohammad Amir and Imad Wasim. Naming
one would mean undermining the leadership
acumen of others. So what did they do? They
came up with a novel solution, a typical
Pakistan jugaad - they did away with the vice-
captaincy position.

For years, the profile or the purpose of a
vice-captain to the teamwasn't clear. It was ar-
bitrary and ambiguous. In his book Sunny Days,
India great Sunil Gavaskar mentions what he
calls the "most embarrassing incident of my
cricketing career". It was from a Deodhar
Trophy game and it was about the confusion
over the vice-captain in the middle of the
game.

It all started with West Zone skipper Ajit
Wadekar getting injured. Since Gavaskar was
Wadekar's deputy when they played for
Bombay, he took charge. And then it happened.
"..Iled the side for three overs before the 12th
man came inand told me that the senior most
player in the side, Ashok Mankad, was to act
as captain. Kaka, as we called Ashok, was most
apologetic about it but took command."”
Gavaskar says to this day he shudders torecall
the moment. "For me, however, it was most
embarrassing to be told to hand over the
charge to another player in full view of more
than twenty thousand people who must have

the international team coaches."

Marquez is widely regarded as one of the
better coaches in the ISL. The Spaniard has
coached two ISL teams in Hyderabad FC and
FC Goa during his four-year-long coaching
stint at Indian clubs and has a track record of
having developed young Indian players at the
clublevel -- players who have then gone on to
represent the national team.

His record as a coach during this time
made him a top prospect for the national team
job. With Hyderabad, Marquez enjoyed tak-
ing a young team of Indian players to the top
of the league. At the time, Hyderabad went
through a string of injuries to key foreign as
well as Indian players. Many of the top Indian
players today, like Akash Mishra, and
Chinglensana Singh were part of that
Hyderabad team that performed above ex-
pectations under Marquez, winning the ISL
Cupin2021-22.

Marquez thanked both organisations for
being flexible in his hiring. “l am very grateful
to FC Goa for allowing us the flexibility to help
the national team during the coming season
whilelam still the club’s head coach.I'm grate-
ful to the AIFF for this opportunity and we

seen the change".

The team selection processes have evolved
over the years but still the vice-captains don't
have the perks of animportant member of the
leadership. They don't have immunity - one
match they could be the stand-in captain, the
next they could be carrying drinks. Rahane in
his long career had seenitall.

Even the game's greats have suffered the
same fate. Shane Warne's biography No Spin
gives a detailed account of the time when he
was Steve Waugh's deputy and terribly out of
form. Waugh wanted to drop Warne but coach
Geoff Marsh was not sure. They decided to ask
the long-retired Aussie veteran Allan Border,
who was in the West Indies with a tour group.
AB couldn't believe what he was being asked.
"lesus Christ, I back Warney every time ... we
owe him. Think of what he’s done for
Australian cricket," he said. This pitch would
have convinced every captain in the world but
Waugh. "No, I appreciate your thoughts, AB,
but Warney’s not playing." Warne wouldn't be
the last vice-captain who would have been
shown his place.

Hardik can take heart from the Warne story
but the national selectors need to answer a
question. How did Hardik, after gaining his bat-
ting and bowling form, suddenly become a
lesserleader? Maybe, the unshielded, power-
less vice-captains don't deserve that courtesy.

double duty as India men’s football, FC Goa coach

hope to do great things for football," Marquez
said in a statement.

The executive meeting also ratified the
new General Secretary of the AIFF. On the rec-
ommendation of AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey, Kerala Football Association General
Secretary Anilkumar Prabhakaran was
handed the reins for the position. The AIFF also
said that Prabhakaran had resigned from the
executive committee and other sub-commit-
tees ahead of his new role.

Bhutia resigns from AIFF
technical committee

PTI adds: Bhaichung Bhutia on Saturday
told the All India Football Federation's (AIFF)
executive committee that he is resigning from
his membership of the technical committee,
alleging that the panel was "bypassed” while
appointing the national men's team head
coach.

"Itis the job of the technical committee to
shortlist the candidates who have applied and
recommend the suitable person to become
coach. But this time, there was not evenasin-
gle technical committee meeting to appoint
successor of Stimac," Bhutia said.
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In his centenary year, remembering playback
legend Talat Mahmood, the Frank Sinatra
of India
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and Vidhatri Rao

ANNADA SUPERSTAR Darshan

Thoogudeepa is undertrial

number 6016 at the Bengaluru

Central Prison, where he has

been in custody since June 11
for an alleged murder.

After fans of Darshan — whois called Box-
Office Sultan — found out about the number
assigned to their favourite actor in jail,
Regional Transport Offices in Karnataka got
several requests for 6016 to be vehicle registra-
tion numbers. This number also started show-
ing up at various spots in the state — on posters
instreet corners, as stickers on cars and as tat-
toos on bodies.

In fact, the murder case that has led
Darshan to jail involves fans. Police sources
say Renukaswamy from Chitradurga, a fan of
Darshan, had allegedly sent lewd comments
and abusive messages to Darshan’s friend
Pavithra Gowda on Instagram. Darshan had
tracked Renukaswamy with the help of
Raghavendra,amember of his fan association
in Chitradurga. The police say Darshan told
him to get Renukaswamy to Bengaluru.
Subsequently, Renukaswamy’s body was
found near an apartment in the city on June
8.Raghavendra and Gowda are among the ac-
cused in the case and are also in custody.

Meanwhile, as Darshan was being ar-
rested, hundreds of his fans gathered to raise
slogans in support of the 47-year-old actor
who waved at them from a caged police van.

Over the years, fans have moved beyond
bursting firecrackers, leading processions,
dancing in theatres and worshipping cutouts
of their heroes. Be it in Sandalwood or the
Kannada film industry, Kollywood in Tamil
Nadu or Tollywood in Andhra Pradesh, actors,
campaigning for politicians and becoming
partof the realpolitik in their respective States,
are changing the star-fan equation.

It has moved from mere hero worship to
political and social mobilisation, with ample
engagement through social media. The fan to-
dayis bothatroll and a performer. With party-
cadre-corporate precision, South Indian fan
clubs occupy internet space as soon as the cur-
tains go up. Sometimes, it’s earlier, when the
film trailers are dropped.

For 34-year-old Raghu Dema, the obses-
sion began in 2001, when as a 11-year-old he
watched Kushi, a career-defining romantic
Telugu film with Pawan Kalyan in the lead.
Growing up with his cousins ina small village
on the outskirts of Hyderabad, he had aritual:
catching the 4 am show of every Kalyan
movie, putting up posters of his favourite star
atthelocal theatre, garlanding it and even do-
ing a palabhishekham (ritual of bathing Hindu
deities in milk) for Kalyan’s posters.

He still remembers meeting his “god” in
January 2012. Kalyan, who heads the Janasena
Party and is now the deputy Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, was at a film shooting in
Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad. “I spotted him on a
Harley Davidson. He was wearing blue jeans,
awhite T-shirt and Ray-Ban. I took 15 minutes
to recover from seeing him,” says Raghu, a
Hyderabad-based software engineer, who
works in the US taxation department of a
major company.

He slowly connected with other Kalyan
fans — who say they subscribe to anideology
called ‘Pawanism’ — at the star’s film-related
events and started getting involved with other
programmes. “We would collaborate with de-
signers to create display pictures, share and
trend them before his films. Leading up to his
birthday in 2020, his fans, who are spread
out across the country, made a record 65
million tweets of a particular photo of him,”
says Raghu.

“But I had to do more than celebratory
events. | had to mould myself to Pawan
Kalyan’s social service ideology,” he adds. And
that’s what he did — organising a local blood
donation camp and joining hands with other
fans for other charitable work in the state.

In Karnataka, Darshan, too, has fan clubs
that operate at the village and state levels. The
larger DBoss Fans Club has lakhs of members,
between the 15 and 35 age group. All of his ap-
pearances and movie promotions are entirely
handled by his fans on social media.

They owe anintense allegiance to Darshan,
who they feel climbed up the ladder on his
own merit. It has earned him the moniker
‘Challenging Star’. His philanthropy work in
various parts of Karnataka, especially in the
Old Mysuru region, with the help of his fan
club, has solidified his base.

In Tamil Nadu, the link between cinema,
fans and politicsis legendary. Cinema was one
of the mediums through which the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) took its message
to the masses. Its founder CN Annadurai
championed the use of cinema for political
causes, paving the way for influential figures
like Karunanidhi as a writer and MGR as an
actor to emerge alongside stars such as Sivaji
Ganesan. These cinema icons of the 1950s

were not just entertainers but ‘party actors’
whose films served as powerful political mes-
saging tools. Profits and remuneration from
their work often supported the party, inter-
twining art with political activism. When
screen icon MG Ramachandran joined the
DMK in 1953, he was the party’s chief crowd-
puller. When he formed the AIADMKin 1972,
the fans continued to support him.

Several other actors tried to make that
transition to politics, including a star like
Rajnikanth. His followers have made a religion
of their devotion. MGR, too, had a similar fan-
dom and people killed themselves when he
died. It was also political and attached to the
Dravidian movement and the ecosystem
around that. But Rajinikanth fans revealed a
new tribe — when a new film would release,
they gathered in thousands, armed with gar-
lands and cans of milk to pour over his cutouts.
There were incidents of fans lighting camphor
on their palms as they prayed for the film’s
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FROM SEAT TO STAGE

From mere hero-worshipping to playing an active role in political and social
mobilisation, how the equation between stars and fans has changed in the South

STAR WARS

success. [twas his fans who transformed the-
atres into temples.While the MGR phenome-
non blurred the line between politics and cin-
ema, with Rajinikanth, it was the suspension
of reality and cinema.

But now,anew generationis trying to cat-
apult the mass euphoria of fans into political
dividends. At the forefront is Vijay, the state’s
largest superstar, whose fan association, the
Vijay Makkal Iyakkam (VMI), is transforming
into a political force. This fan group, now re-
branded and launched as the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), Vijay’s political party, has
evolved over the last 15 years. It was driven by
community activities, including charities, ed-
ucational initiatives, food and wheelchair dis-
tributions, blood donation camps and tuition
classes for children.

R Ramkumar, the spokesperson of TVK,
says that VMI has 75,000 unitsand 18.75 lakh
active members currently. “As we are convert-
ing it to TVK, the recent online membership
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drive brought in 75 lakh new members, with
a target of 2 crore. TVK’s structure spans all
234 Assembly constituencies in the state,” he
adds. While Vijay's films dominate the Tamil
box office, he remains an elusive figure to
many of his closest supporters. Most TVK of-
fice bearers say that opportunities to meet him
inpersonare rare. But his influence is undeni-
able. A picture of him standing on acompound
wall to calm a crowd outside his Neelankarai
home last month went viral, proving the fer-
vour of his followers. The twin power of his
star presence and his fan club’s influence is
what Vijay is counting on as he makes his
move to politics.

Ajith, known for his intense fan base, fol-
lows a different path. He disowns fan clubs,
avoiding organised fandom. Despite this, his
fans remain fiercely loyal. His private nature
and passion for bike races set him apart from
his peers, yet his films continue to command
a strong market, sometimes even surpassing

New Delhi

.

(Clockwise from top) Actor Vijay in Neyveli, Cuddalore district , Tamil Nadu; Kannada actor Kichcha Sudeep with fans; megastar Chiranjeevi; a larger-than-life flexi cutout of Pawan Kalyan;
Tamil actor Ajith greeting fans from the rooftop; Kannada actor and Rajya Sabha MP Jaggesh (right), who was ambushed and attacked by Darshan fans; prayers offered for a Rajinikanth film

Rajinikanth’s. Though the Rajini Makkal
Mandram (RMM) remains active, its influence
iswaning. “Our fans are older now, in their 50s
and 60s, unlike Vijay’s and Ajith’s youthful
base,” says a senior member.

With younger fans joining these clubs, so-
cial media engagement has increased. “Our
support for Pawan Kalyan grew when he
started taking up causes like the kidney ail-
ments in Uppadam, Srikakulam district of
Andhra Pradesh. We provided all digital sup-
port. Most of the fans, who are in college, re-
alised the importance of social impact and
Kalyan’s political journey,” says Raghu.

There are many such stories of fandomsin
the Telugu states of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, where commercial films, their stars
and families occupy a central role in society.
The most prominent of these is the Akhila
Bharata Chiranjeevi Yuvatha, the official fan
club of Chiranjeevi, one of the most popular
actor in Tollywood and Kalyan’s brother. The
organisation has a presence in Thailand,
Malaysia, the US, Canada and Sri Lanka.
R Swami Naidu, who heads the organisation
as well as the Chiranjeevi blood bank and
charitable trust, says, “I had studied mechan-
ical engineering and moved to Hyderabad
from East Godavari for a job. I was posted on
night duty and I would spend all my morn-
ings with the one intention of meeting
Chiranjeevi garu.” When he did meet
Chiranjeevi, the meeting was as dramatic.

“There was a flood in the coastal districts of
Andhra Pradeshin 1996.1went to Chiranjeevi
garu for help. He immediately stepped in,
called medical teams from Hyderabad and
distributed blankets. It was almost like a god
who was stepping in. He was dressed in all
white and was like Venkateshwara swamy (an
avatar of Lord Vishnu).”

There are several fans like Naidu who
travel long distances on buses and trains, in
the hope of meeting their favourite actor. Says
Naidu, “We have a wide network in villages,
and across states like Karnataka, Odisha and
Tamil Nadu. There are 18,000 registered
Chiranjeevi fan organisations and, of course,
across the globe, too.” Diaspora groups are in-
volved with managing the events of
Chiranjeevi and his family of actors — which
includes son Ram Charan of RRR (2022)—
when they travel to those countries.

Says Vijay Repalle, a software engineer
based in Cincinnati, who handles the US oper-
ations of the Akhila Bharata Chiranjeevi
Yuvatha, “After winning the Padma Bhushan
recently, Chiranjeevi had come to America.
We organised his visit. For his 50th birthday
in 2014, we held blood donation drivesinall 50
states. He appreciates us and our work and
reaches out to us on Whatsapp.”

But not everything is as celebratory with
fans. There have been times when social me-
dia platforms have become battlegrounds. A
Darshan fan, Chethan, was recently arrested
for allegedly abusing producer Umapathy
Gowda and actor Pratham for speaking
against the Kannada actor.

Online wars are now business. A fan asso-
ciation member, who doesn’t want to be
named, says it is as organised as a corporate
firm. “There are loyal fans who promote their
stars and there are some people who indulge
in negative campaigns. For established stars, it
may not matter to invest in such clubs but for
the budding stars, it matters a lot,” he says.

He classifies the process into three parts.
“The fans who are members of the associa-
tion are involved in promotions through the
year. The intensity increases ahead of a film
release. At that time, the marketing section of
the production team approaches social me-
dia influencers to promote the film. Then there
are fan pages involved in negative campaigns
who get paid by the actor or the team to put
another starinabad light. It is usually done by
using a virtual private network,” he says. A
content or graphic designer is then roped in
by the fans’ association head. The message
goes to district fans on social media platforms,
which is then shared or reposted. And before
long, it goes viral.

There was a time that a movie was meas-
ured by the days itranin theatres. Then came
the Rs 100-crore collection. Now, prior to the
release of a film, the trailer itself gets a million
views, much of which come from promotions
by fans, and, more often than not, from bots.

Umesh Banakar, vice-president of
Karnataka Film Chamber of Commerce, says
that there were minor star wars in the 1990s
and 2000s but those were unofficially re-
solved by actors and seniors. Now with the
Internet, it is no longer in their control.

However, despite the intensity of attacks
among fan associations in Karnataka, it’s far
less than what it is in Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana or Tamil Nadu. “Many of the stars
have turned politicians. In Karnataka, stars
have not entered politics though they had sev-
eral offers. Earlier, actors like Raj Kumar and
Vishnuvardhan got offers too, but they always
stayed away. They were aware of what it could
result in and they wanted to remain in the
hearts of the people, as artistes,” says Banakar.
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Nature’s Engineers

RANJIT LAL

What it means to pass Nature’s quality control test
p q

RECENTLY found out that during its

lifespan of 65 years, the first gener-

ation well-loved Volkswagen Beetle

underwent over 78,000 ‘incremen-
tal’ changes inits design. And it struck
me that Mother Nature’s engineering
departments also work in much the
same way, something Charles Darwin
and Alfred Russell Wallace discovered
and called the ‘theory of evolution’.

And it seemed like all of Nature’s en-
gineering departments work in har-
mony to give a product that is better than
the previous one and more suited to sur-
vival amidst competition and worsening
environmental conditions. If you failed
her quality control tests, you went ex-
tinct. Let’s take a look at some of her en-
gineering marvels.

Take chemical engineering. Snake
venom evolved from saliva whose main
purpose is make food ready for digestion
and make things easier to swallow. Bit by
bit, the saliva became venomous. Now,
when injected by hypodermic-like fangs
— structural engineering enters the pic-
ture — it helped kill the victim.
Depending on the species of snake, the
venom became further specialised.
There’s venom which destroyed tissue
and flesh, that which attacked red blood

Nature’s departments work in
harmony to give an end product
that is better than the previous one

cells, which messed up and paralysed
the nervous system, and that which did a
mix and match of these. Nature’s chemi-
cal engineering department knew it was
on to a good thing, because several other
creatures, from spiders and box jellyfish
to Komodo dragons, each developed
their own special venom to tackle their
prey. The sense of smell that some ani-
mals have, like dogs, sharks and pigs, are
also products of her chemical engineer-
ing department, wherein molecules are
sniffed out and messages are (electri-
cally) sent to the brain to identify
whether it is friend or foe or something
delicious.

As far as electrical engineering was
concerned, Nature surpassed herself be-
cause nearly every living creature de-
pends on tiny pulses of electricity for al-
most every activity. And these circuits
are getting better, which is why we now
walk upright, can think and imagine.
There are creatures which use electricity
directly — like the electric eel, which can
produce enough volts to stun a horse.

As for acoustic engineering, many an-

imals such as bats and dolphins use ul-
trasound to either hunt or communicate
or evade being eaten. Others, like owls
can pick up the faintest sound, even if it
emanates from deep under snow.
Whales may even use sound as an
acoustic weapon while rounding up
shoals of sardines, stunning them by
sound or simply by slapping their huge
tails against the water.

Easily Nature’s biggest achievement
(worth multiple Nobel Prizes) comes
from her solar energy department,
where she has developed plant cells
called chloroplasts (chlorophyll) which
take light energy (photons) from the sun
to break down carbon dioxide and water
vapour to make food, while giving out
oxygen as a ‘waste’ product.

Birds of prey, like falcons and eagles
developed incredible eyes — picking out
rabbits from 2 km away, as well as a light
framework, and streamlined feather-de-
sign needed to enable it to home in on its
victim at over 300 kmph. The bones of
most birds are structured to form a light,
hollow framework. Here, too, Nature’s
aerodynamic engineering department
surpassed itself, streamlining the body
shape to ensure minimum resistance
and maximum lift. This was even
adapted in creatures liv-
ing underwater — most
fish are as streamlined as
birds. And her aerody-
namic engineering de-
partment ‘thought out of
the box’ while develop-
ing ‘unsteady aerody-
namic’ technology to en-
able insects to fly.

Of course, the R&D goes on, as ani-
mals and birds race to outwit each other,
because in most cases it’s all about sheer
survival: Thus gazelles and impala must
develop the physical prowess to just out-
run the cheetah. Each surviving member
has just that tiny incremental physical
improvement that enables it to outrun
its predator and pass on the know-how
to its progeny. Similarly, a cheetah with
just that little bit extrain speed and
agility will succeed in making a kill and
pass on that know-how to its cubs.

All these improvements occur over
long periods of time, and sometimes,
conditions arise that can exterminate
most living creatures either in an instant
or over a period of years. There’s one rule
that all of Nature’s engineering depart-
ments adhere to strictly, which again we
have shamefully ignored: There shall be
no waste; everything is to be recycled —
whether it is excreta, rotting bodies or
even such ‘indigestible’ substances such
as cellulose and keratin. Everything is
broken down into its component parts
and reused again and again.

A DELICATE )
NETWORK remembermg playback
Structural
nsineeringat legend Talat Mahmood,
"I'T:;J.-‘ its best

whose voice remains

a salve for the
broken-hearted

Suanshu Khurana

ARACHI-BASED Zaheer Alam

Kidvai, 84, was seven when his

father, a Delhi-based doctor in

the Army, decided to leave for

Pakistanin the aftermath of the
Partition. Before migrating from Bombay to
Karachi via boat, the family boarded a train
from Calcutta to Bombay. “My father’s
youngest cousin, Talat Mahmood, the great
playback singer, also came to see us off. When
people saw him, they rushed towards him...
As we boarded the train, we heard people
shout, ‘This is Talat Mahmood! He is going to
migrate, hold him!’,” recalls Kidwai in a con-
versation mentioned in the ‘1947 Partition
Archive’, an online document.

But Talat wasn’t going anywhere. He had
decided to stay back despite most of his fam-
ily and friends crossing the border, only
months after Calcutta, the city he lived in, wit-
nessed the communal riots of 1946. After all,
this was the city that had given him his first
taste of success —as a ghazal starand asa play-
back singer.

“There was a lot of respect for his gentle,
velvety voice. It was and remains distinct be-
cause it came with the Lucknowi tehzeeb and
sounded, for the lack of a better word, sophis-
ticated. The concept of ‘pehle aap’ dripped
from that singing voice. For several music con-
noisseurs, it still remains soul-stirring,” says
film music historian Manek Premchand, who
also penned the singers’s biography, Talat
Mahmood, The Velvet Voice (Manipal
University Press)in 2015.

The golden era of Hindi film music turned
playback singers — extremely skilled artistes
— into superstars. If there was the brilliant
baritone of KL Saigal on one side, many fell into
worshipful silence listening to Lata
Mangeshkar. While most male singers of the
day, including Talat, began by imitating Saigal,
itwas his unique texture and tranquil singing
that made Talat a household name. Many of
Talat’s melodies were complex and high-
pitched but none ever sounded shrill or pedes-
trian. They were just right —balanced and el-
egant, turning him into a master of the ghazal.

Be it alover’s longing in Seene mein sulagte
hain armaan in the Dilip Kumar-Madhubala
starrer Tarana (1951), the vagaries of the world
philosophised by Shailendra in Aye mere dil
kahin aur chal picturised on a drunk Dilip
Kumar in Daag (1952), SD Burman’s delicate
Jalte hainjiske liye in Bimal Roy’s Sujata(1959),
and the plaintive Shaam-e-gham ki gasam — a
masterstroke by writer Majrooh Sultanpuri
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THE HEAVYWEIGHTS
(From left) Talat Mahmood, Mukesh, Lata Mangeshkar, Mohammed Rafi and Manna Dey

and Khyyam in Footpath (1953) —Talat’s voice,
with its immaculate diction, was warmth,
melancholy and intimacy all rolled into one. “It
felt asif he was singing only for you. The voice
was distinct also because it came from a com-
passionate, genuine person,” says Sahar
Zaman, Talat’s grand-niece, who recently re-
leased her book, Talat Mahmood: The Definitive
Biography, to coincide with his centenary. One
may think that the 750 songs in 12 languages
that he left behind when he passed away in
1998, aren’t in circulation anymore if not for-
gotten. But Zaman disagrees. She recently
came across a European website selling mer-
chandise that said: ‘don’t need a therapist be-
cause I have Talat Mahmood'.

Born in a conservative family in Lucknow
thatappreciated music and Urdu poetry, Talat
was the third among six siblings. His father, a
Gandhian, owned a curio shop. While Talat had
access to music, his understanding of it, as he
said in his interview to Premchand, came from
the time he spent with his aunt (father’s sister)
Mahlaga Begum, a writer and connoisseur of
music, who would often host musical baithaks
in her courtyard.While Talat's father appreci-
ated art and culture, he didn’t want his “khan-
daani beta” to sing professionally. But Mahlaga
Begum persuaded her brother to send Talat to
Lucknow’s Marris College of Music, which is
now Bhatkhande Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya,
on the condition that he would only be a stu-

dent. At 16, Talat tried his luck at All India Radio,
where after six months of training, he began
to sing Ghalib and Mir’s poetry.

Around the same time, HMV was scout-
ing for anew voice, and selected Talat from his
college to record in Calcutta in 1941. He
recorded three ghazals with composer Kamal
Dasgupta. This is when composer and actor
Pankaj Mullick offered Talat a contract with
the famed New Theatre Productions.

But a 17-year-old Talat asked for three
more years to complete his music education.
Success came in 1944 with the runaway hit
Tasveer teri dil mera, a piece composed by
Dasgupta and penned by Fayyaz Hashmi,
most remembered for his famed ghazal, Aaj
jaane kizidnakaro. Impressed by the honeyed
voice and figuring that it would suit the ca-
dence of Bangla, Mullick asked Talat to sing in
Bengali. This is when Bengali singer Tapan
Kumar was born. While he sang his Hindi
songs as Talat Mahmood, Bengali records
came under the name Tapan Kumar. “His
Bangla diction was so spot on, that many peo-
ple thought that he is a Probashi Bengali who
uses the name Talat Mahmood for his Hindi
numbers,” says Zaman. This was also when
he fell in love and married Latika Mullick, a
Bengali Christian actor. Talat’s father remained
unhappy with his commercial singing but ac-
cepted the hushed wedding.

AtNew Theatres, Talat’s good looks and im-
maculate dressing (always in suit and tie), led
to acting assignments. His first was PCBarua’s
Rajalakshmi (1945) followed by 11 others.

The Partition and the formation of East
Pakistan massively affected the filmindustry in
Calcutta. Talat’s acting career, too, was tanking,
This is when he decided to move to Bombay.
Here he met noted composer Anil Biswas who
had heard his Bengali songs and gave him one
of his career’s biggest hits - the pathos-laden
Aye dil mujhe aisi jagah le chal in Arzoo (1951).
Biswas was impressed with the tremolo effect,
the quiver that made Talat unique and accord-
ing to Biswas, “hard to copy”.

Arzoo’s success was followed by Milte hi
aankhen with Naushad in Babul (1950). The
’50s threw up some brilliant gems such as Meri
yaad mein (Madhosh, 1951)and Seene mein su-
lagte hain. Talat’s fascination for Urdu poetry
also drew ghazal king Madan Mohan to him.
The two recorded 23 songs together, including
the famed Phirwohi shaam (Jahan Ara, 1964),
every intricacy sounding effortless. Talat was
a star now. Premchand corroborates the sto-
ries of women writing letters in blood and lin-
ing up outside his house. His fans also included
Mehdi Hassan and a young Jagjit Singh, who
often spoke of learning from his records.

Around the same time, Mukesh and
Mohammad Rafi had begun to find box-office
success. There was an advent of Western
sounds in Hindi cinema and a change of pace
by composers such as OP Nayyar, who in-
cluded a lot of Punjabi elements. This was a
departure from Talat’s polished style.

“Versatility was anissue. Rafiis considered
agreater singer in terms of range, quantity and
versatility,” says Premchand. At this time, even
though fewer songs came to Talat, Salil
Chowdhury asked him to croon for Bimal
Roy’s Madhumati (1958). But at the time, his
friend and singer Mukesh was going through
financial troubles and Talat asked for the proj-
ect to be given to him. One wonders how
Suhana safar would’ve sounded in Talat’s
voice. In these years,Talat also led the three-
month collective mic-down protest on the
royalty rights of the singers as Secretary of the
Playback Singers Association.

But as his film career slid, Talat began do-
ing live shows globally, one of the first play-
back singers to do so. He was immensely suc-
cessful till 1992, the last year that he
performed. He was given a Padma Bhushan
in the same year for his service and passed
away in 1998 due to a cardiac arrest. He was 74
and left behind a lasting legacy, songs which
still have that transcendental effect and re-
main etched in memory. “There have been
many singers, but there was only one Talat,”
says Premchand.

A Guru By My Side

On Guru Purnima, it’s time to remember the teacher
who takes supreme responsibility for everything

Pullela Gopichand

THE DICTIONARY defines the word ‘guru’asa
teacher, a leader, and an expert. However, for
all those who have a guruintheirlives, heis all
of the above and much, much more. Now, the
obvious question would be, what is “much,
much more”?

Ibecame a coach almost two decades ago.
I've coached numerous athletes to achieve ex-
cellence in sport. But would that qualify me
tobeaguru? No,a person who imparts skill is
something else and I think the word guru is
too sacred and powerful. A person who be-
comes someone’s guru and accepts them as
a disciple has to hold on even if the disciple
leaves them — a guru cannot leave their disci-
ple. So that’s the kind of responsibility they
end up taking. A guru takes a supreme respon-
sibility that extends beyond a lifetime.

I've been very blessed to have found a guru
atayoung age, an age when I was at my most
vulnerable. The year was 1994, and my bad-
minton career was picking up, but a serious
knee injury threatened to derail everything, I
completely tore my ACL in my left knee. Back
in those days, such knee surgery was uncom-
mon, and doctors told me it would be very dif-
ficult to recover from a surgery and play bad-
minton. For athletes performing at the highest

level, the biggest challenges injuries bring are
not physical in nature; they are psychological.
Looking back, I don’t think any men’s singles
player in the sport has had to deal with an in-
jury of that level, and I was just 20 years old,
grappling with the fact that I might never play
badminton again. It was at this crucial junc-
ture in my life that the presence of Gurudev
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar helped me manage my
mind and even heal my body. Every day I prac-
tised the Art of Living’s breathing technique
called the Sudarshan Kriya. It helped me stay
in the present moment and rein in my mind
from chewing on worst-case scenarios. [ was
also dealing with chronic upper respiratory
issues. It was a tricky situation given the strict
anti-doping rules; I was forced to stay away
from medication. The Kriya helped me over-
come this issue. Gurudev played the roles of
mind coach, psychologist and even a doctor. ]
can’t stress enough how important his words
and presence were to me at that time. He had
taken complete responsibility for my heart,
my mind and my health. And before [ knew t,
I was back to playing again. I played my best
badminton and won the biggest tournaments
for my country.

I'd train in Bangalore and I would spend
Sundays with Gurudev at the Ashram. The
spiritual knowledge that Gurudev imparted
connected very deeply with me, but what |

HOLDING
THEIR HAND

Pullela Gopichand
interacts with
children at his

badminton academy

in Hyderabad
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found most surprising was how well his wis-
dom translated to sports. For an athlete, stay-
ing in the present moment is the mostimpor-
tant thing. Dwelling toolong on alost point or
thinking about the next point will make you
lose the point you're playing. And in bad-
minton, as in any sport, a single point can
make the difference between winning and
losing. In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna told
Arjuna to not focus on the fruit of the action
but to put all his effort into the action itself. It
is this mindset that all the most successful
sportspeople imbibe, whether knowingly or
unknowingly. And yet this knowledge was
present in ancient Indian scriptures. To re-
member and recite scriptural knowledge is
one thing, but to interpret its correct meaning
is another, and to take a disciple from anintel-
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lectual understanding of knowledge toan ac-
tual experience of that knowledge is totally
different altogether. And that’s exactly what
Gurudev has done for me. He once said thata
guru doesn’t just give you spiritual knowl-
edge; he makes sure you live the knowledge.
And one such opportunity to live the knowl-
edge came to me when I was contemplating
my future after retirement from the sport.
Iwas travelling with Gurudev to the Art of
Living Ashram in Bad Antogast, Germany. |
was discussing with him the possibility of
coaching after [ was done playing. What
Gurudev said to me that day, I can never for-
get. It made my decision very clear and
moulded who I am as a coach today. He said
with a smile, “Taking responsibility to uplift
peopleis the Art of Living; the more responsi-

New Delhi

bility you take, the more the Divine will sup-
port and bless you.” Coaching badminton is
limited to a few hours a day but what happens
inthe 16 hours outside the court has a bigim-
pact on an athlete’s life and performance on
the court. And it is here that I try to apply
Gurudev’s teachings and what I see him do for
me and others; which is to take responsibil-
ity to not just make my student a better
sportsperson but also a better person.

[ feel very blessed that in India we have
been born with the guru and disciple tradi-
tion. But unfortunately, in the last few years,
the title of guru has been misused. The recent
Hathras stampede tragedy is a prime exam-
ple of this. Soit’s very important to understand
whois genuine. Because when we call some-
one guru, we give them our mind and body.
Surrender is a big part of being a disciple. And
surrendering to someone who does not have
your best interests in mind can be cata-
strophic. In my experience of being associated
with a spiritual organisation for 30 years, the
authenticity of amovement and organisation
can be gauged by looking at the number and
experiences of people that have been touched
by it. As far as the guru is concerned, I will say
this: looking back at the way Gurudev has
taken care of every aspect of my life, some-
thing that he continues to do so even today, I
realised something; it's not just me he’s done
this for; he’s done exactly this for tens of thou-
sands of people across the globe. And that to
meiswhataguru trulyis: someone who takes
the supreme responsibility for everything
aboutyou, in this life and beyond, without ask-
ing for anything in return.

Pullela Gopichandis Chief National Coach,
India national badminton team
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Vishal Vasanthakumar is an

analysis of how caste, class and
gender still determine access to educa-
tion in India, a country that boasts of
private schools, colleges and coaching
centres with turnovers in hundreds of
crores, but fails to reach a majority of its
children and young adults. Using data,
interviews with students and reporting

T HE SMART and The Dumb by

Eenguim trips, it seeks to personalise a long-
200 pages standing policymaking dilemma of
599 independent India — how to use
education to transform lives.
z OW LONG Can the Moon Be
HOW H Caged? by Suchitra Vijayan and
T Francesca Recchia is an account
;'..*.f.m — of many prisoners, activists, artists and
BE academics who have been persecuted
SN by the government in cases related to
§ b the 2018 Bhima Koregaon violence
1+ and the 2019 Citizenship Amendment
Act protests, as well as those who have
been branded ‘Maoist’ or ‘Naxalite’ ter-
Westland rorists despite internationally ac-
312 pages claimed track records of fighting for
99 the rights of Dalits, Adivasis and
Muslims in India.
REEN AND Saffron by Mukul

Orient
Blackswan

Sharma explores how Hindutva

and environmentalism are not
distant from each other in today’s India,
wherein religion and policymaking of-
ten intermingle. Cases which are stud-
ied in this revised edition of the 2011
work include activist Anna Hazare’s ef-
forts to revive the soil cover of a Pune
village, environmentalist Sunderlal
Bahuguna'’s opposition to one of the
world’s tallest dams in Uttarakhand,
and how NGOs worked to check envi-
ronmental damage in Vrindavan.

OSARITA by Anita Desai is the
first book in over a decade by the

thrice-Booker-shortlisted writer,
about a woman, Bonita, determined to
forge her own path but finding it not
what she expected. She has come far
away from her home in India to Mexico,
where a woman recognises her as re-
sembling her (provincial) mother, who
apparently made the same trip decades

Pan Macmillan ago as a painter. Incredulous but in-
100 pages trigued, Bonita asks more questions
499 and the tale begins.
8 WOMAN ON a Suitcase by
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Penguin
264 pages; 1399

Shazaf Fatima Haider is the

fourth novel by the Pakistani
writer, about a newly married woman
who is fed up of being repeatedly
thrown out of her house by an abusive
husband. She decides to leave him and
start a journey that takes her from
Karachi to London and back, one nar-
rated with Haider’s signature styling of
middle-class South-Asian homes.

UDBHAV SETH

EYE, THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

With Friends, It's Easier

In his new book, TCA Raghavan joins the dots between the personal and the political with rare
empathy, telling the story of Md Asaf Ali and the camaraderies that framed the arc of his life

Kaushik Das Gupta

N AN especially moving scene in the

first half hour in Richard

Attenborough’s Gandhi (1982), CF

Andrews meets the then-emerging

leader of the Indian National
Movement, who is awaiting trial for his role
in the Champaran Satyagraha. Andrews had
been asked by the British government to be
a part of the team to investigate the mistreat-
ment of indentured labourers in Fiji. But the
former Anglican missionary’s heartis clearly
in Indian politics. Gandhi, however, per-
suades him to become part of the Fiji panel.
Toadisappointed Andrews, he says, “You will
always be with us”. The friendship between
the (not-yet) Mahatma and the evangelist
educator-turned-Indophile is one of the
lesser-known stories of the Indian freedom
movement. It, perhaps, required a film to
convey the warmth between the two.
Traditional historical scholarship rarely con-
veys the depth of such emotions.

The history of India’s freedom struggle
has seldom been seen as a story of friend-
ships and personal ties. Diplomat-historian
TCA Raghavan'’s Circles of Freedom, Friendship,
Love and Loyalty in The Indian Freedom
Struggle is, therefore, a refreshing foray into
an area that has been the preserve of a hand-
ful of historian-biographers. His work is also
noteworthy because it’s about a relatively
lesser-known figure of the national move-
ment — Mohammad Asaf Ali — and four peo-
ple who touched his life: Sarojini Naidu, Syud
Hossain, Syed Mahmud and Aruna Asaf; his
wife, who took a different political path. The
couple grew apart, yet Aruna and Asaf cared
for each other in their own way. Circles of
Freedom takes us through momentous
episodes of the freedom struggle, from the
Khilafat Movement to the Partition. Gandhi,
Jinnah, Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
brothers Mohammad Ali and Shaukat Alj,
and Maulana Azad make compelling appear-
ances. So does MA Ansari, who till his death
in 1936, was “the go-to-physician for many
leaders of the national movement”.

Naidu’s sister Mrinalini Chattopadhyay
introduced the poet-nationalist, who had
been published with some acclaim in
England, to Asaf Ali, then a young barrister
in England. Naidu had a circle of friends in
England, which soon included Hossain, a
friend of Asaf from his student days. In her
letters to her children, Naidu referred to Asaf
and Hossain as part of her “special group of
friends”. Being in Naidu'’s circle also meant
developing ties beyond the literary and the
cultural. To begin with, it lead to “a closer ac-
quaintance with another star of the Indian
diaspora, Muhammad Ali Jinnah”.

The experiences in London also led Asaf
to gravitate towards nationalists in India. A
second stint in England, where he spent most
of his time with Naidu and Hossain, cured
the Anglophile of his “English fever”.

“Friendships with Mohammad Ali and
Ansari had widened his horizons” and the
time he spent with Naidu in London “opened
them up further”.

Asaf received his early higher education
at Delhi’s St Stephen’s College, where
Andrews was amongst his teachers. A schol-
arship to a friend to study in London spurred
the young student’s ambition for a career in

The People’s Leader

A new biography of the socialist icon traces his rise from poverty to become a champion of the oppressed castes

-

TO FREEDOM
Asaf Ali
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law, and then to the ICS. A friend of his father,
an ‘Uncle’, stepped in and made it possible
for Asaf to go to England and study for a ca-
reer at the Bar or as a civil servant.

Among the many reasons that make
Raghavan’s account interesting is that it also
carries insights into the subtle operations of
colonialism. As Asaf was to realise later, the
arrangement with ‘Uncle’ was more trans-

Manoj K Jha

THE YEAR 2024 happens to be Karpoori
Thakur’s centennial. While it was long over-
due, he was posthumously conferred the
country’s highest civilian honour, Bharat
Ratna, earlier this year. In his almost four-
decade-long political career, where he won
nearly every Assembly and parliament elec-
tion except in 1984, Thakur led Bihar as an
education minister once, and twice as chief
minister, and set the egalitarian vision of so-
cial and economic justice in concrete terms.
The aftereffects of his politics remain more
relevant today than they were during his
lifetime. As a result, even political parties
with ideologies opposed to his politics refer
to his legacy. Like BR Ambedkar, Thakur has
been impacting the concerns of social jus-
tice goals more after his death than was ac-
knowledged in his lifetime. While writing
this review, I also have the biography of
George Fernandes by Rahul Ramagundam
on my desk and both these books provide
detailed and rich accounts of the life and
times of people of India through the years
they lived in. Hence, I would consider The
Jannayak Karpoori Thakur: The Voice of the
Voiceless by The Indian Express journalist
Santosh Singh and Aditya Anmol as the bi-
ography of all those years as well.

Born in circumstances rife with poverty
and discrimination in Pitaunjhia, Samastipur,
Thakur developed a radical consciousness
and a firm political will through participation
in peasants’ movements for cultivation rights
and land redistribution as well as the free-
dom movement. He was arguably one of the
most doughty, popular, and accessible social-
ist leaders of his generation. Affectionately
called ‘Jannayak’, or people’s leader, Thakur
introduced major reforms in several sectors,
including free education up to high school.
But his enduring legacy is of mainstreaming
the concept and political demand for inter-
sectional and proportional access to oppor-
tunity. According to the book, he often used to
tell his peers that “there are three kinds of
pains — an upper caste can be poor but still
has his honour intact,an OBC may be mone-
tarily well-off but does not get respect and
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WITH THE MASSES
Former Bihar CM Karpoori Thakur

the Scheduled Caste suffers from both kinds
of pains”. This is the kind of insight that makes
Thakur a brilliant thinker, agitator, and ad-
ministrator in equal measure.

Appointed by the Bihar government in
1970, the Mungeri Lal Commission identi-
fied and listed 128 ‘backward communities’
in the state in its 1976 report. Ninety four of
these ‘backward communities’ were further
marked as ‘most backward’. Based on the
recommendations of the report, Thakur’s
government provided 26 per cent reserva-
tionin 1978, of which a 12 per cent share was
carved out for the OBCs, 8 per cent for the
economically backward classes among the
OBCs, 3 per cent for women, and 3 per cent
for the poor from ‘upper caste’ communities.
The move proved costly for Thakur in the face
of widespread resentment and opposition
from the privileged castes and classes.
Though his government fell shortly there-
after, he had sowed the seeds for a reckon-

ing of backwardness in all its forms. The
Karpoori Thakur formula, as it popularly
came to be known as, is widely recognised
as a precursor to the Mandal Commission re-
portimplemented in the 1990s, that recom-
mended 27 per cent reservations for OBCs.
2024 also happens to be the year when
another prominent political leader, Lal
Krishna Advani, was conferred with the
Bharat Ratna. While political-minded read-
ers may readily recall the fraught Mandal-
Kamandal political context that shored up
the fortunes of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), it bears highlighting once again here.
Advani’s infamous rath yatra was a reac-
tionary response to the revolu-
tionary implementation of the
Mandal Commission report. Its
sole purpose was to stymie the
rising consciousness of deep so-
cial inequality among the histor-
ically oppressed and margin-
alised people and the socialist
ferment that shaped itintoa po-
litical programme to pave way
for opportunity, participation,
representation, and equality. The
rath yatra was, simply put, an
embodiment of the deep anxiety,
as well as an assertion of social
hierarchy, by those who loathe to

JANNAYAK

THE JANNAYAK
KARPOORI
THAKUR: VOICE

came on the heels of the news of the pran
pratishtha of the Ram temple in Ayodhya, itis
worth remembering that it was in Thakur’s
constituency Samastipur (then Tajpur) that
Lalu Prasad, a socialist cut from the same cloth
as his political guru, Thakur, that Advani was
detained during his rath yatra to maintain law
and order in the state in 1990. Another social-
ist of yet another generation recently dealt a
significant electoral blow to the BJP in
Ayodhyain the recently concluded Lok Sabha
elections. These are no mere coincidences. It
isafight that continues from the days of anti-
colonial struggle between those who partic-
ipated in it for national liberation and social
and economic justice, and those
who did not participate as they
wanted to preserve their place in
the oppressive social and eco-
nomic order. It is a struggle be-
tween political movements that
preferred the status quo in the
post-Independence era and those
who wanted change.

Singh and Anmol’s deeply re-
searched book analyses the his-
tory of this struggle in an accessi-
ble manner throughiits key figure,
Thakur. His legacy, or, as the au-
thors beautifully putit — “the trail
of camphor”, continues to enliven

yield their power and privilegeto  OF THE social justice, secularism, and in-
the demands of democracy. VOICELESS clusive development even today:.

There could be no two politi- BY SANTOSH A seasoned journalist and a
calleaders as different fromeach  SINGH AND young historian writing a book
other as Thakur and Advani. ADITYA ANMOL together can only be a good thing.
Though many tried tomistakenly ~ Penguin Singh and Anmol draw on
frame the choice of the two 371 pages archives, academic sources, in-
Bharat Ratnas as amasterstroke, z59q terviews, and other public and

itis difficult to reconcile the two,
given the history as well as the
ongoing struggles for social and economic
justice. As the authors remind us, the Jana
Sangh constituents of the Janata Party,
alarmed by Thakur’s empowering agenda,
engineered the downfall of the socialist
leader’s government swiftly in 1979. Even
today, the Sangh and the BJP are opposed to
the long-standing caste census demand that
is essential to update policies for social and
economic justice.

Even as the Bharat Ratna announcements

private sources to put together a

compelling, powerful, and often
endearing portrait of Thakur. The private and
public, the personal and the political are del-
icately balanced. If forced to nitpick, as anac-
ademic, I would say that some light editing
with regards to consistency in referencing
and either thematic or chronological organ-
isation of ideas and narratives would im-
prove the book's readability.

Professor Manoj K Jhais MP, Rajya Sabha,
from Rashtriya Janata Dal
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A Storied Court

ROM A man who posed as Prime
FMinister Indira Gandhi and tricked
a bank official to pay him Rs 60
lakh, to the men who assassinated her,
one thing was common — theyall had to
step foot in Delhi’s Patiala House Court
before ending up behind bars. Having
disposed of over 4 lakh cases, the court
has a story spanning more
than 100years, with ghosts,
British colonisers and the
judiciary allin the mix. That
history has been captured,
over seven years of work, by
former Justice Poonam A
Bamba in Patiala House:
From Palace to Seat
of Justice.

residences which princely
rulers visited to pay hom-
age to King George V.
During World War I, the complex found
use as a British war room and, later,
as a regional office for the World
Health Organization.

It was only after 1969 that the Delhi
High Court started functioning from
Patiala House. Today, the 31,000 sqm
complex has amotor-accidents tribunal,
two family courts, many civil courts,and
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Main building, Patiala House Court Complex
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actional than generosity towards a friend’s
son. By his second stintin England, Asaf was
no longer the impressionable young man
who had stepped out of his home nation. The
young nationalist was now aware that his
conversations about his fellows with ‘Uncle’
were actually giving away information to the
colonial intelligence services.

After disembarking in Bombay, Asaf’s first
port of call was Hyderabad to meet Naidu.
Historical accounts have bestowed her with
a mystique. A firebrand nationalist, poet, a
champion of Hindu-Muslim unity. But there
is very little we know of her family life. Her
letters to her children, writes Raghavan,
show her “as afond and devoted mother and
wife and at the same time someone who
took it as a given that she was going to play
more than these roles”. “Thereis also(a) veil,”
he notes, that makes “ family and personal
life opaque for both the contemporary ob-
server and historical excavator”.

In detailing the other protagonist of his
story, Syed Mahmud, Raghavan brings out
another facet of Naidu. Unlike Asaf Ali, who

CIRCLES OF
FREEDOM,
FRIENDSHIP, LOVE
AND LOYALTY IN
THE INDIAN
FREEDOM
STRUGGLE

BY TCA RAGHAVAN
Juggernaut

408 pages

799

viewed her as an elder sister, Mahmud was
deeply infatuated with Naidu. As the more
mature and older woman, she not only
nudges Mahmud to temper his feelings, but
also arranges to get the young man, almost
always inill-health, treated by her physician
husband. The friendships she forged, writes
Raghavan, should also be seen in the larger
context of Naidu'’s belief that Hindus and
Muslims would make connections “which
were more than simply political”.

However, she was disapproving when
Asaf, nearly 40, fell in “love with a young
Bengalee (Aruna) girl of 18 whom he met for
two days and is very keen to marry”. The ob-
jection, writes Raghavan, could be because
of the age difference between the two and
the chequered trysts of her friends such as
Jinnah and Ruttie Petit with inter-religious
union. As it turned out, Aruna and Asaf, were
to diverge politically and in life — a turn of
events that impacted “husband” and “wife”
very differently.

Raghavan joins the dots between the per-
sonal and the political or social with rare em-
pathy. In doing so, he also nudges the reader
to draw links between the past and the pres-
ent. This makes Circle of Freedom a com-
pelling read for anyone who cherishes his-
tory and loves a story well-told.

special courts designated for matters in-
volving the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act.

The book has historical anecdotes,
like a room rumoured to be haunted by
a ghost. “Raat ke 12 baje tak naachne ki
awaz aati hai(You can hear people danc-
ing till 12 am),” an old caretaker told
Bamba as she researched for the book.

Bamba describes famous trials held
in the court — Indira
Gandhi’s assassination case,
the Uphaar cinema fire,
Jessica Lal’s murder, the
Delhi High Court bomb
blast, and others. Bamba
had three stintsin the court,
as Additional Sessions
Judge (2008 -2010), Special
Judge CBI(2013-2015),and

Library. Bamba met
Kamaljeet Kaur, aunt of
former Punjab CM
Amarinder Singh, who was a temporary
resident of the erstwhile palace for about
six years. Kaur told Bamba that migrants
from Pakistan also stayed inside.

“I started feeling like a princess...1 ex-
perienced its royal aura,” says Bamba.
“Each corner of a place has a tale to tell...
but nobody has the time to listen.”
NIRBHAY THAKUR

New Delhi
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Just Another
Skin Colour

Living with vitiligo, a 40-year-old invents
camouflage cream and battles stigma

Ankita Upadhyay

his is a colour bias that rarely

gets spoken about but can be

just as damaging as it affects

about two per cent of Indians.

Ask 40-year-old Harsha
Mukund, a resident of Coimbatore, who has
been living with vitiligo, an autoimmune dis-
order that causes skin cells to lose their pig-
ment. “From being bullied in my teens, os-
tracised for fear that my condition was
infectious and pitied for being an oddball, I
have battled body shaming and stigma all
along,” he says. But now he’s founded a com-
pany that makes medicated camouflaging
cream, which not only blends with Indian
skin tones but is long lasting and does not be-
come runny in the sun.

Vitiligo has no cure but people manage
the patchy appearance of it on the skin with
various pigmentation therapies, skin grafts
and cover-up concealers. Dr Kanika Sahni, ad-
ditional professor in the department of
Dermatology and Venereology at AIIMS,
whom Harsha met after his struggle with
body image, feels camouflaging creams are
crucial tools in managing the disease. “We did
research at AIIMS and found that with all the
other treatments remaining the same, if one
group received the camouflage, it significantly
improved their quality of life, their social in-
teractions and reduced the stigma. That’s why
we have started emphasising that camou-
flage be prescribed to all patients of vitiligo,”
she says.

Harsha recalls his college days when he
tried cosmetic cover-ups. “Those were like
make-up. By 3 pm, the colour would be gone
and [ would run to the washroom to re-ap-
ply. I would wear mandarin collar shirts as
the concealing powder would rub off on shirt

lapels. But I felt confident and accepted.
Medicated camouflage creams today not only
conceal white patches but prevent the skin
from sunburn, rashes, blisters and acne that
a person affected with vitiligo is more vulner-
able to,” he says.

WHAT CAUSES VITILIGO?

Vitiligo is a chronic autoimmune disorder
that causes patches of skin to lose pigment or
colour. This happens when melanocytes —
skin cells that make pigment — are attacked
and destroyed, causing the skin to turn a
milky-white colour. Lack of melanocytes can
also expose the skin to the harsher effects of
the sun’s ultraviolet (UV)rays, leading to sun-
burns and boils.

Approximately 30 per cent of people with
the condition have a family history of vitiligo.
Harsha’s case is one such though it can hap-
pen to anybody. “My uncles had the condi-
tion. SowhenIdeveloped a patch on my chin
at age 13, [ wasn'’t too self-conscious. But
within a year, my chin was covered with a
white patch. Soon the patch enlarged to cover
my back,” says Harsha. Most cases of vitiligo
start small but there is no predicting its pro-
gression. “Prompt treatment can improve
your chances of slowing progression,” says
Dr Sahni.

STIGMALIS A BIGGER DISEASE

Harsha never feared the disease as he ap-
proached dermatologists from the very be-
ginning. But he feared social abandonment
because of his looks till he almost became a
recluse, obsessed about his publicimage, us-
ing concealers of every kind. “I became a butt
of ridicule among friends at school. A partic-
ularly scarring moment was when the par-
ents of one of my classmates asked her to stay
away from me, thinking I had leprosy. My fa-
ther began crying. I had few friends in col-
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lege,” he says.

Stigma and social isolation are what have
led Dr Sahni to form the Vitiligo Foundation
of India, where doctors, patients and re-
searchers have created a safe space for dis-
cussing stigma besides therapies. “People still
confuse vitiligo with leprosy. But it is not an
infectious disease and is an autoimmune dis-
order. That's why we are holding awareness
camps so that those affected by vitiligo are
not discriminated against and can main-
stream themselves better. Patients often face
stigma at the workplace. Many of my patients
have had to give up their jobs or been asked
to leave. At the workshops we do, the affected
tell us how they have to miss ceremonies and
family functions or are deliberately excluded
from those events. Many prefer not to return
to their villages where they are almost os-
tracised with some being asked to move out
of their homes. Children are the worst hitand

— -
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easily sink into depression,” says Dr Sahni.

But the most severe challenge faced by vi-
tiligo-affected people has been marriage.
“People hesitate to even formalise alliances
when any kin of the bride or groom have vi-
tiligo,” says Dr Sahni. However, Harsha was
fortunate to find a partner who valued him
for who he was rather than his physical ap-
pearance. Dr Sahni now offers psychological
support alongside medical, surgical and light
therapy treatments.

LONG-WINDED THERAPY

Harsha has had a series of surgeries like
punch grafting, which involves transplanting
skin tissue from the donor area on affected
patches. Many patients see a significant re-
turn of skin colour and a better look in the
treated areas, with success rates ranging be-
tween 70 per cent and 90 per cent. He did bal-
loon grafting, which involves implanting

Scan the code to
read more health
special stories
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Vitiligo is not infectious and
doesn’t spread by touch.

Itis partially genetic but not every
affected parent will have a child
with vitiligo.

The conditionisn’t a food
disorder. Avoiding curd, milk and
fish as advocated by alternative
medicine can cause deficiencies.

healthy skin just next to the scarred patch. By
injecting a sterile solution into it over time,
the healthy skin stretches and gradually en-
croaches into and covers the scar. Harsha also
took PUVA or a phototherapy treatment,
which uses light beams to stimulate repig-
mentation in discoloured areas.

Punch grafting was half helpful because
Harsha regained colour in about 15 per cent
spots. Butit had its negative impact as he de-
veloped cobblestone-like patches on the chin.
“These treatments are expensive (grafting
could go up toRs 70,000 per session) and may
not help every patient equally. In fact, we get
many patients who come to AIlIMS with side
effects because of incorrect advice. They must
seek treatment from a qualified dermatolo-
gist who is an MD or diploma holder in der-
matology at a good centre. With correct pro-
cedures, repigmentation is a success with a
large number of patients. Now there are ad-
vanced therapies like cellular transplants,
where cells are extracted from the patient’s
healthy skin grafts and transferred in aliquid
medium,” she says. Dr Sahni’s guidance
helped Harsha, who himself had fallen for
many myths. “There was a time [ would not
consume anything sour, be it pickles, lemons,
or even yogurt water,” he says.

CAMOUFLAGE CREAMS

Working closely with Dr Sahni and hav-
ing researched on camouflage creams while
working in Australia for 12 years, Harsha set
up hisownresearch and development team.
His cream is dermatologically certified, is wa-
ter-resistant for humid conditions, lasts 48
hours and is sun-protective. “Properly applied
camouflage techniques can help improve the
patient’s appearance, self-esteem and body
confidence,” says Dr Sahni, who sees around
200 patients every month at her vitiligo clinic
as awareness drives are helping many peo-
ple to seek the right therapy. “A patchy skin
doesn’t matter to them. They just want to be
included in society,” she adds.

T ravel has always been a passion
for me because you learn some-
thing new every single day. During
the pandemic, when travel was
restricted, I decided to channel my
curiosity into a daily podcast called
‘Know The Unknown'. These
bite-sized episodes (less than 3
minutes) were designed to leave
listeners thinking and curious. We
produced a total of 417 episodes
before other work commitments
caught up with me. But recording
and publishing all 417 episodes was
super fun! You can find all episodes

on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,
JioSaavn, and YouTube. Just scan
the QR code below:

S0 today, I want to share three
Know The Unknown stories that
sparked my interest and, hopefully,
will 1gnite your curiosity too. We'll
delve into the mystenes of who
owns Antarctica, why Queen Eliza-
beth II had two birthdays, and the
fascinating fact that India has an
active volcano.

‘Who Owns the Land in Antarctica?

Antarctica, the farthest continent
from most places on earth, is often
referred to as the coldest continent,
I visited Antarctica exactly 10 years
ago, and I can tell you from experi-
ence that if you ever have the
chance to wisit this icy land, vou
might get asked 1if vou saw polar
bears. Contrary to popular belief,
polar bears reside in the Arctic.
Antarctica, on the other hand, is the
realm of penguins, killer whales,
seals, and many shipwrecks. But
more than its wildlife, Antarctica is
known for its towering mountains
and extreme cold.

S0, how does one get to this
remote continent? There are three
primary ways to reach Antarctica;

1. From South Amernca: The
most commeon route for tourists 1s
to sail through the Drake Passage
(if you ask me, this 15 like a fun
roller coaster), known for 1s

Know the Unknown!

Who Owns the Land 1n Antarctica? Why Did Queen Elizabeth 1I Have

Two Birthdays? Does India Have a Volcano?

choppy waters, towards the South
Shetland Islands of Antarctica.

2, From Austraha and New
Zealand: This journey can be quite
long but offers a different perspec-
tive on reaching the continent.

3. From Africa: The fastest way
i1s to take a flight into Antarctica
from Africa, although this option is
usually reserved for scientists and
governmental research expeditions.

The history of human explora-
tion in Antarctica dates back to
1820. Since then, various nations

have laid claims to different parts of

the continent, leading to a tense
situation with multiple countries
vying for a slice of this icy land. To
resolve these conflicts, on Decem-

ber 1, 1959 twelve countries,
including  Argentina, Australia,
Belgium, Chile, France, Japan,

New Zealand, Norway, South
Africa, the Sowviet Union, the
United Kingdom, and the United
States, signed the Antarctic Treaty
in Washington. This treaty
declared Antarctica a continent
devoted to peace and science,
ensuring that it would not become
the scene of international discord.
Today, many nations, including
India, have established research
laboratories in the region. And
while flights to Antarctica from
Africa are mostly for scientific
purposes, the world, through the
Antarctic Treaty, collectively owns
this vast, icy continent. This agree-
ment has preserved Antarctica as a
place for scientific discovery and
international co-operation.

Why Did Queen Elizabeth I1 Have
Two Birthdays?

Queen  Elizabeth II, the
longest-reigning monarch in British

history, had the unique privilege of

celebrating two birthdays. She was
born on April 21, 1926, and
celebrated her actual birthday
privately with her family. This day
was marked by a 41-gun salute in
Hyde Park, a 21-gun salute
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Windsor Great Park, and a 62-gun
salute at the Tower of London.,

In addition to her actual
birthday, Queen Elizabeth II also
had an official birthday celebration
on the second Saturday of June
each year. This day, known as
‘Trooping the Colour’, involved a
grand parade featuring 1,400
military officials, 200 horses, and
400 musicians, starting from Buck-
mgham Palace and parading
through the streets of London.
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The tradition of having an
official birthday in June began with
King Edward VII, Queen Elizabeth
II's great-grandfather. His actual
birthday was in November, a
month typically marked by cold
and gloomy weather in the UK,
which was not suitable for public
celebrations. To ensure a more
festive atmosphere, he decided to
combine his birthday celebrations
with the mlitary's summer
birthday parade.

With the passing of Queen Eliza-
beth II, the question arises whether
King Charles ITI will also have two
birthdays. The answer is ves. Like
his predecessors, King Charles I11
will celebrate his actual birthday in
MNovember and his official birthday
in June, continuing this unigue
royal tradition.

Does India Have a Volcano?
Volcanoes are fascinating natural
prhenomena, and many of us have
dreamed of witnessing an eruption
firsthand, There are currently 1,350
active volcanoes in the world, and
India is home to one of them. Yes,
India does have an active volcano.

Barren Island, located in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is
the site of India's only active volca-
no. To reach Barren Island, you can
take a flight to Port Blamr, the
capital of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. From there, it's a
four-hour sail to Barren Island.

This small, 3-kilometer-wide
1sland has a 2-kilometer-wide calde-
ra surrounded by walls up to 350
meters high. The Indian Ocean
covers about 99% of the volcano’s
surface. The volcano was formed

ADVERTORIAL

1.8 million years ago due to tecton-
Ic activity at the boundary between
the Indo-Australian plate and the
Eurasian plate.

The first recorded eruption of
Barren Island took place between
1787 and 1832. After a century of
dormancy, the volcano erupted
agamn in 1991. Since then, it has
erupted every two to three vears.
The most recent eruption was
reported 1n 2022, featuring lava
flows and lava fountains.

India once had six active volca-
noes, but five of them have since
gone dormant or extinct. Barren
Island remains our country's only
active volcano, a testament to the
dynamic and ever-changing nature
of our planet. Have you ever
witnessed this great wonder? Or are
you planning to do so? I would love
to know what it feels like!

To sum up, these three stories
from the ‘Know The Unknown’
podcast  series  highlight the
fascinating and often surprising
aspects of our world. From the
shared ownership of Antarctica, the
unique roval traditions of Queen
Elizabeth II, to the fiery heart of
India’s only active volcano, there's
always something new to learn and
discover. And I think travel 15 the
best way to find out about these
amazing stories.

It opens our eyes to the wonders
of our planet and fuels our
curiosity, What are some of the
intriguing stories you've come
across in your travels? Share them
with me at neili@veenaworld.com,
s0 we can spread the wonder and
excitement of travel with our entire
community. Until next time, keep
explorning, keep learming, and never
stop being curious.

Listen to more travel stories
like this on our podcast
Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.
on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,
JioSaavn, Youtube
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