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Crooked Sen.Menendez
— who hid bribes in

his closet — convicted
of beingng foreignign aggent

THE SHOE DROPS!

B

Sen. Bob Menendez
yesterday was convicted
of accepting bribes and
doing favors for Egypt and
Qatar, and keeping the
cash and gold bars he
received hidden in his
shoes (pictured) among
other places. But the
Democrat from New
Jersey refused to resign
from the Senate.
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Turn the AC down?

Splash dash: Water foun-
tains are one way to keep cool.

G
etty Im

ages

By nicole rosenthal 
& valentina jaramiLLo

To avoid burning up, 
city officials are recom-
mending New Yorkers 
power down.

With scorching tem-
peratures hitting the Big 
Apple this week, City 
Hall urged  people  to 
avoid using large appli-
ances and to set air con-
ditioners to a sweltering 
78 degrees.

Con Edison once again 
advised city dwellers to 
limit energy use in order 
to “keep service reliable,”  
especially during peak 
hours of 2 p.m. to  10 p.m.

The recommendations 
quickly came under fire 
Tuesday when the mer-
cury reached nearly 100 
degrees, and felt more 

like 110 degrees.
“I think it’s BS,” Ahmed 

N., 23, told The Post 
while walking his dog in 
Herbert Von King Park in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. “It 
shouldn’t be [a] personal 
responsibility to combat a 
collective problem like 
climate change.”

 “They don’t need the 
lights in Times Square,” 
Candace Lowe, 35, said 
outside the Wayside Out 
Tompkins Louis Arm-
strong Center, a cooling 
center in Bed-Stuy. “He 
[Adams] should be 
turning those off.”

But the area is on its 
own network, meaning 
lowered energy there  
wouldn’t affect  other 
neighborhoods, a ConEd 
spokesperson told The 
Post. 

Set conditioners at  
stifling 78, city says

TODAY
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By Nicki Gostin

It’s never too late to gradu-
ate. 

The  Post’s own Cindy Adams 
says she was “stunned” to be 
receiving a belated high-school 
diploma — albeit “800 years 
too late.” 

She was finally granted one 
Monday in a ceremony with 
both the governor and mayor.

The legendary gossip colum-
nist explained that she became 
a high-school dropout because 
she wasn’t handy with a needle 
and thread.

“I couldn’t sew my gradua-
tion dress,” says Adams, 94. 

“In those days, we had a thing 
called Home Ec., short for 
Home Economics. I had a 90-
something average. I graduated 
in three years instead of four 
but I couldn’t sew the dress.”

Adams said that her mother 
took it to a professional to 
complete but the high-school 
principal saw right through it.

“He said, ‘She didn’t make 
this dress,’ ” she remembered. 
“She doesn’t graduate. She 
doesn’t get a diploma. She can’t 
go to college.”

The ceremony, which took 
place at Adams’ alma mater, 
Andrew Jackson HS  in Queens, 
attracted a starry bunch.

Gov. Hochul, Mayor Adams 
and American Federation of 
Teachers honcho Randi 
Weingarten all spoke, extolling 
Adams.

“If you had had that opportu-
nity to graduate, you could 
have gone onto college,” the 
governor mused. 

“Maybe gone on to become a 
world renowned celebrity col-
umnist for a place like the New 
York Post.  I don’t know what 
you would have done with that 
diploma, but I think you’ve 
done all right.

“You graduated from the 
school of hard knocks.”

Tell it to Judge Judy
Good pal Judith “Judge Judy” 

Sheindlin also spoke movingly 
about her friend of 30 years, 
sharing that they met when 
their mutual bank teller intro-
duced them to each other.

“She is as loyal a friend as 
they come,” the celebrated TV 
jurist said. “She is as loyal a 
champion as one could want, 
she’s honest. She is one of the 
most devoted people to the 
people who she cares for and 
who care for her.”

Post legend Cindy Adams a grad at 94

high 
school 
gossip!

only in queens, 
kids, only in 
queens: The Post’s  
Cindy Adams proudly 
hoists a degree from 
Andrew Jackson HS in 
Cambria Heights, only 
“800 years too late,”  
jokes the onetime 
dropout (it’s a long 
story). The one-woman 
tabloid institution was 
joined by New York 
luminaries on her long 
overdue graduation day 
including dear friend 
Judith Sheindlin, Mayor 
Adams and Gov. Hochul 
(right), who noted that 
Cindy was already a 
degree-holder from “the 
school of hard knocks.”   
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Cindy Adams / P. 20 

Squats are better than 
diddly-squat in the evening.

 Taking a break from the 
couch-potato life to do simple 
exercises before bed can help 
you sleep about a half-hour 
longer, new research says.

“These results add to a 
growing body of evidence 
that indicates evening exer-
cise does not disrupt sleep 

quality, despite current 
sleep recommendations to 
the contrary,” researchers 
from the University of Ot-
ago in New Zealand wrote 
in Tuesday’s BMJ Open 
Sport & Exercise Medicine.

Here’s the catch, though: 
The touted three-minute 
circuit of exercises — 
meant to be a break from 

sitting — should be com-
pleted every half hour over 
four hours in the evening.

When participants did  ex-
ercises — that included 
chair squats and calf raises  
— they slept an average of 
27 minutes more than when 
they spent the four hours 
sitting, the researchers 
found.

 The average sleep dura-
tion was seven hours and 12 
minutes versus six hours 
and 45 minutes.

Participants didn’t change 
their bedtimes, but their av-
erage wake times differed.

It was 7:35 a.m. after the 
prolonged sitting and 8:06 
a.m. after the activity 
breaks. Tracy Swartz

Won’t lose sleep over exercise 
This is wheelie good news.
Bike commuters  have a 

47% lower risk of early 
death and a 10% lower risk 
of hospitalization for any 
reason than commuters 
who drive or take the train, 
new research  has found.

“Active commuting has 
population-level health 
benefits and can contribute 
to reduced morbidity and 

mortality,” the UK re-
searchers wrote  Tuesday in 
BMJ Public Health.

The study of more than 
82,000 UK residents found 
that commuting by bike led 
to lower risks of dying from 
cancer (by 51%) of hospital-
ization for heart disease  
(24%) and being prescribed 
drugs for mental-health is-
sues (20%). Tracy Swartz

Rx worth pedaling
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bob the bilker

By Josh Christenson  
and Kyle Schnitzer

A defiant Sen. Bob Menen-
dez declined to say whether he 
would resign following his 
federal conviction on bribery 
charges Tuesday — even as a 
chorus of Democrats called on 
him to step down.

The three-term New Jersey 
Democrat ignored questions 
outside Manhattan federal 
court about whether he 
planned to leave the Senate — 
as he insisted “I have never vi-
olated my public oath.”

Within an hour of the jury’s 
decision, Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) demanded Menen-
dez’s resignation.

“In light of this guilty ver-
dict, Senator Menendez must 
now do what is right for his 
constituents, the Senate, and 
our country, and resign,” Schu-
mer said in a statement.

Menendez, 70, had chaired 
the powerful Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee until his 
indictment last September on 
corruption charges, which ex-
panded in the subsequent 
months to include counts of 
acting as an unregistered for-
eign agent for Egypt and Qa-
tar.

‘Needs to resign’
Schumer insisted his long-

time colleague had “a right to 
due process and a fair trial” — 
but accepted Menendez’s deci-
sion to step down as Foreign 
Relations chairman as the case 
progressed.

Sen. Sherrod Brown 
(D-Ohio), who chairs the Bank-
ing Committee where Menen-
dez serves, said Tuesday: “I 
have been clear since last fall 
that Senator Menendez needs 
to resign.

“If he refuses to do so, the 
Senate should expel him,” 
Brown said about Menendez.

The chairmen of the other 
committees where Menendez 
currently serves — including  
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) of 
the Finance Committee and 
Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.), who 
took the Garden State Demo-
crat’s place on the Foreign Re-
lations Committee — did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment.

Other Democrats, including 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy, 
said that he should call it quits.

“If he refuses to vacate his 
office, I call on the US Senate 
to vote to expel him,” Murphy 
said in a statement.

‘Made-for-TV scandal’
It’s unclear whether Schumer 

will hold a vote to possibly 
boot Menendez, which would 
require a two-thirds majority.

The heads of the Senate Eth-
ics Committee, Democrat 
Chris Coons and Republican 
James Lankford, said they 
would complete an investiga-
tion into Menendez 
“promptly” now that the trial 
ended —  and weigh the “full 
range of disciplinary actions 
available.” 

Menendez had played coy 
about his plans to run for a 
fourth term in office until be-
ing roundly defeated by Rep. 
Andy Kim (D-NJ) in the June 
Democratic Party, while also 
suggesting a potential third-
party run as an independent.

The Republican running for 
the seat, Curtis Bradshaw, said 
Menendez should step down, 
noting that the Garden State 
deserves more than “corrup-
tion and made-for-TV political 
scandals, courtesy of Bob Men-
endez and the Democratic ma-
chine.”

Defiant bum 
mum on quit
Chuck urges sen. out

Convicted on all 16 counts in vast bribery & influence scheme
By Ben Kochman

He’s a newly minted felon.
New Jersey Sen. Robert Menen-

dez was found guilty Tuesday of 
accepting hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of bribes  in exchange 
for using his powerful post to en-
rich and protect three business-
men and the Egyptian and Qatari 
governments.

Menendez, 70, wearing a blue 
suit and pink tie, sat with his head 
bowed and kept a poker face while 
the jury forewoman read the word 
“guilty” 16 times, convicting him 
of each count that he faced.

The bombshell verdict was de-
livered in Manhattan federal 
court after about 12 ½ hours of 
deliberations spread over three 
days. It capped a nine-week trial 
that revealed how the senator 
leveraged his position to cater to 
the whims of men who showered 
him and his wife with 1-kilogram 
gold bars, cash and gifts including 
a Mercedes-Benz convertible.

“This wasn’t politics as usual,” 
US Attorney Damian Williams 
told reporters outside court Tues-
day. “This was politics for profit.”

Jurors heard how the Demo-
crat’s cluttered Englewood Cliffs 
house was teeming with gold bars 
and cash when FBI agents raided 
it in June 2022. Photos revealed at 
trial showed 13 gold bars worth 
$150,000 found inside Menen-
dez’s bedroom, and $486,471 in 
cash spread out all over the house 
— including wads of bills totaling 
$14,500 stuffed into a pair of well-
worn Timberland work boots. 

Cash-filled envelopes were also 
found stuffed inside Menendez’s 
official US Senate jacket embla-
zoned with his name.

‘Sold power of his office’
Menendez’s conviction imme-

diately added fuel to calls for the 
three-term senator — who has 
proclaimed his innocence and 
claimed he was targeted because 
he’s a prominent Latino — to re-
sign, which he has refused to do.

Menendez faces what could 
amount to a life sentence — with 
some of the counts carrying a 
possible term of up to 20 years 
behind bars — when he learns his 
fate Oct. 29.

The trial was his second time 
facing federal corruption charges. 
An earlier case in which the sena-
tor was charged  with accepting 
lavish bribes — including all-ex-
pense-paid vacations and private 
flights — in exchange for doling 
out favors to a Palm Beach doctor 
ended in a mistrial in 2017.

The charges a jury of 12 New 

Yorkers convicted him of in the 
Manhattan case included bribery, 
extortion, obstructing justice and 
acting as an illegal foreign agent.

“Mr. Menendez sold the power 
of his office,” prosecutor Paul 
Monteleoni told jurors in the gov-
ernment’s closing statement.

“It wasn’t enough for him to be 
one of the most powerful people 
in Washington,” Monteleoni said. 
“It wasn’t enough for him to be 
entrusted by the public with the 
power to approve billions of dol-
lars of US military aid to foreign 
countries . . . Robert Menendez 
wanted all that power — but he 
also wanted to use it to pile up 
riches for himself and his wife.”

His attorneys tried to poke holes 
in the government’s case by argu-
ing that Menendez’s “beautiful, 
tall” wife Nadine had “kept him in 
the dark” about what she was ask-
ing co-defendants Wael Hana, 40, 
and Fred Daibes, 66, to give her.

Hana and Daibes were each 
convicted of funneling the bribes 
to Menendez and his wife in ex-
change for a series of valuable fa-
vors and promises.

Prosecutors detailed a dizzying 
array of actions Menendez took 
between 2018 and 2022 on behalf 
of his cronies, including Hana, a 

businessman, who bribed the 
senator with hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of cash and gold.

In exchange, prosecutors said,  
Menendez did favors for Egypt in-
cluding ghostwriting a letter ask-
ing the US to unfreeze $300 mil-
lion in aid that had been held up 
due to human rights concerns.

Tit-for-tat corruption
Menendez also leaned on an Ag-

riculture Department official to 
protect Hana’s lucrative monop-
oly on approving halal meat ex-
ports to Egypt, evidence revealed.

In exchange, Hana gave Nadine 
Menendez a no-show job worth 
$120,000 per year, prosecutors said.

“What else can the love of my 
life do for you?” Nadine told an 
Egyptian official while the sena-
tor smoked cigars and swigged 
red wine during a May 2019 meet-
ing at Morton’s The Steakhouse, 
an FBI agent testified.

The senator also traded gold 
bars and cash for trying to meddle 
in a federal bank fraud case 
against Daibes and setting up a 
meeting between the real estate 
mogul and a member of the Qatari 
ruling family, prosecutors said.

Gold bars in the Menendezes’ 
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bob the bilker

The fate of Sen. Bob Menen-
dez’s wife Nadine was left in 
limbo Tuesday after a judge 
indefinitely delayed her fed-
eral corruption trial — hours 
before a jury convicted her 
embattled husband of a 
sprawling plot to pocket gold 
bars and other bribes.

In a brief ruling Tuesday 
morning, Judge Sidney 
Stein ruled that “the ends 
of justice” were best served 
by adjourning the trial of 
Nadine Menendez, 57, 
which had been set to un-
fold later this year.

The judge did not cite a 
reason for his decision, but 
issued the ruling after Na-
dine’s lawyer wrote in a 
June court filing that she is 
“in intense, chronic pain” 
after having had surgery 
in which “medical equip-
ment [was] implanted in 
her body” as part of her 
breast cancer treatment.
The New Jersey senator, 

70, said in May that his wife was 
suffering from “Grade 3 breast 
cancer” and would require a mas-
tectomy.

Nadine Menendez served as a 
key cog in the scheme to scoop up 
gold, cash and a luxury car in ex-
change for catering to crooked 
Garden State businessmen and 
Egyptian and Qatari officials, Man-
hattan federal prosecutors said.

The senator’s lawyers, Avi 
Weitzman and Adam Fee, wrote 
Tuesday that Menendez’s “highest 
priority is his wife’s health, and 
we are pleased that she is being 
given the time she needs to focus 
on treatment.”  Ben Kochman

Justice 
delayed 
for con’s 
sick wife

Nadine Menendez
Senator’s wife trial put on hold.

Convicted on all 16 counts in vast bribery & influence scheme
A

P

safe had serial numbers linking 
them to Daibes, while envelopes 
of cash bore fingerprints tying 
them to both him and Hana, trial 
evidence showed.

Also involved in the bribery 
scheme was New Jersey insur-
ance broker Jose Uribe — who 

pleaded guilty and flipped on 
Menendez. Uribe testified that  he 
bought Nadine a new Mercedes-
Benz C-300 in exchange for help 
scuttling state criminal probes.

Uribe told Menendez the name 
of a man being probed by state 
authorities, and the morning 

after, Menendez pressured New 
Jersey Attorney General Gurbir 
Grewal to speak about the active 
criminal probe, Grewal testified.

Menendez did not testify.
The defense called three wit-

nesses, including the senator’s 
older sister, who testified that 

Menendez’s long-standing  habit of 
stashing cash was part of a “nor-
mal” distrust of banks due to his 
Cuban heritage.

“It’s a Cuban thing,” Caridad 
Gonzalez testified.

Additional reporting by Kyle 
Schnitzer

Medal of Dishonor: Sen. Bob Menendez leaves Manhattan federal court 
Tuesday after being found guilty of 16 counts of felony corruption — including 
receiving gold bars (below) and cash (left) in exchange for political favors.
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By Matt Troutman

The leader of the neo-Nazi Ma-
niac Murder Cult plotted a New 
Year’s Eve hate attack in which a 
goon dressed as Santa Claus 
would hand out poison-laced 
candy to minorities across New 
York City, federal authorities said 
Tuesday.

Georgian national Michail 
“Commander Butcher” Chkhik-
vishvili, 20, also planned a simi-
lar poison candy spree targeting 
Jewish school children in Brook-
lyn, and sent information on how 
to make bombs and ricin-based 
poisons, feds said.

“Dead Jewish kids,” he mes-
saged an undercover FBI agent, 
according to federal court 
records.

“MMC will become bigger than 
Al Qaeda once it drops,” he 
boasted about video he planned 
to publish after the attack.

But Chkhikvishvili’s alleged 
hateful Santa fantasies never 
came to fruition.

Interpol warrant
International authorities ar-

rested him  in Moldova, an East 
European nation between Roma-
nia and Ukraine, on July 6 on an 
Interpol warrant, said officials 
with the Brooklyn US Attorney’s 
Office.

A federal grand jury in Brook-
lyn on Monday indicted Chkhik-
vishvili on a solicitation-of-hate-
crime charge, among other felon-
ies, after an FBI New York Joint 
Terrorism Task Force probe, 
records show.

“The defendant sought to re-
cruit others to commit violent at-
tacks and killings in furtherance 
of his Neo-Nazi ideologies,” said 
US Attorney Breon Peace.

A 22-page criminal complaint 
unsealed this week details 
Chkhikvishvili’s role as a leader 
and recruiter within the Maniac 
Murder Cult, a Russia- and 

Ukraine-based neo-Nazi group.
Chkhikvishvili, who lived with 

his grandmother in Brooklyn in 
2022, published a manifesto 
called the “Hater’s Handbook” in 
which he proudly proclaimed he 
“murdered for white race [sic],” 
the complaint states.

He bragged to another, un-
named neo-Nazi leader that he 
tortured and tried to kill an eld-
erly Jewish man, according to the 
complaint. 

Records show Chkhikvishvili 
once worked for a Brooklyn re-
habilitation facility and was em-
ployed by an Orthodox Jewish 
family to care for a now-de-
ceased man, the complaint states.

“I get paid to torture dying 
jew,” he bragged in a message, ac-
cording to the complaint. The 
feds aren’t accusing Chkhikvish-
vili of causing the man’s death.

An undercover FBI agent in 
2023 posed as a potential recruit 
and began exchanging messages 
with Chkhikvishvili, who pro-
vided instructions for making   

bombs  and committing arson, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Chkhikvishvili, starting in No-
vember, began prodding the un-
dercover to commit an attack 
even bigger than that of Anders 
Brevik, a Norwegian neo-Nazi 
who killed 77 people in a 2011 
bombing and mass shooting.

“Chkhikvishvili devised a 

scheme to murder racial minori-
ties and others in New York City 
on New Year’s Eve by dressing 
up as Santa Claus and handing 
out candy laced with poison,” ac-
cording to the complaint.

According to the complaint, 
Chkhikvishvili pushed the un-
dercover to create ricin, a deadly 
poison.

When New Year’s Eve passed 
without a hate attack, Chkhik-
vishvili switched the plan to fo-
cus on poisoning children on 
“some Jewish holiday,” according 
to the complaint.

Chkhikvishvili faces up to 20 
years in prison if convicted.

mtroutman@nypost.com

Nazi murder Santa

Bust in plot to poison 
NYC minority kids

Sickening: Michail Chkhikvishvili, a leader of the Maniac Murder 
Cult, an ultra-right hate group that has created these images, has 
been arrested on a charge of soliciting a person to dress as Santa 
Claus and hand out poison candy to New York minority children.
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Teachers union sets classless anti-Israel votes
America’s second-largest 

teachers union has drafted a 
group of resolutions calling 
for the end of US military 
aid to Israel and defending 
the anti-Israel protests that 
have rocked campuses 
across the country.

The American Federation 
of Teachers, which is affili-
ated with the United Feder-

ation of Teachers that rep-
resents most  New York City 
public school teachers, will 
vote on the  proposals at its  
convention  in Houston next 
week.

One of the resolutions, 
which calls for a cease-fire 
between the Jewish state 
and the terrorist group Ha-
mas, demands a halt to US 

military assistance.
“American military can-

not be used in ways that fa-
cilitate the seizure of Pales-
tinian land [and] the violent 
dispossession of Palestinian 
communities,” the resolu-
tion reads.

A related  proposal sug-
gests the US is “enabling 
genocide” in Gaza. “As long 

as Israel continues to block 
substantive and meaningful 
aid to Gaza, the AFT calls 
for the US to halt military 
aid to Israel,” it says. 

Another resolution calls 
for anti-Israel protesters to 
be protected, even after vio-
lent demonstrations have 
swept college and school 
campuses.

“The AFT expresses soli-
darity with those students, 
faculty and other academic 
workers . . . who have faced 
repressive and violent 
crackdown of their pro-
tests,” the resolution reads.

A coalition of pro-Israel 
educators swiftly con-
demned the resolutions as 
antisemitic.

“These resolutions not 
only marginalize our Jewish 
students . . . and staff but 
also contribute to an envi-
ronment of fear and hostil-
ity in our schools,” said 
Tova Plaut, an instructional 
coordinator and founder of 
the New York City Public 
School Alliance.

Carl Campanile
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By Hannah Fierick, 
Larry Celona, 
Reuven Fenton
 and Olivia Land

A city fisherman who hopped in 
the water off Queens to cool off 
Monday was apparently pulled by 
currents for about 5 miles — all 
the way to New Jersey — before 
being rescued, authorities and 
sources say.

 Pete Ordane, 34, was finally 
spotted by a commercial fisher-
man and his son in the water 
about 2 miles off Sandy Hook in 
the Garden State around 9 a.m. 
Monday, the Middletown Town-
ship Police Department said.

The survivor told authorities he 
most likely entered the ocean 
around Breezy Point in Queens 
and “was pulled out by the tide 
and had been treading water for 
several hours until he was found 
by the fishermen” off the coast of 
New Jersey.

“Ordane advised police that he 
went into the water to cool off,’’ a 
local source said. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear when Ordane went 
into the water. The tips of Sandy 
Hook and Breezy Point are about 
5 miles apart by water.

Ordane lives in Brooklyn and is 
a regular fisherman who fre-

quently parks his car in the lot 
outside the guard booth at the 
Breezy Point Surf Club, a source 
in the beach enclave told The 
Post. He was not at his usual spot 
Monday or Tuesday, the source 
said.

Safe on dry land
The boaters who fished Ordane 

from the water brought him to the 
Monmouth Cove Marina in Port 
Monmouth, NJ, officials said.

Despite his ordeal, Ordane was 
found to be in “good condition” 
and was released after refusing 
further medical treatment, the 
Middletown cops said.

A worker at the marina told The 
Post they saw an apparently diso-
riented man hanging about the 
area shortly afterward. 

“He was totally oblivious. He 
was a little bit out of it,” the 
worker recalled.

“He said, ‘Which way to the 
road?’ and we pointed that way. 
He went around the back and we 
said, ‘No, not that way. The other 
way.’ And that was the last we saw 
of him,” the marina worker said.

The boaters who rescued Or-
dane wished to remain anony-
mous, police said.

hannah.fierick@nypost.com

Float from Qns. to NJ

Miracle 
drifter 
rescue

TikTok users are a wellspring of 
wellness advice — from sleep spe-
cialists sharing snooze sugges-
tions to sustenance savants’  top 
tips for avoiding colon cancer.

It is also the hallowed land of bi-
zarre beauty hacks and the latest 
trend, wearing a chin strap to bed, 
claims to be a marriage of the aes-
thetic and health-conscious.

Devotees of the strap swear it 

“snatches” the jawline, delivering a 
cost-effective face-lift during sleep. 
In  has also been heralded as a cure-
all for snoring and teeth grinding.

Dr. Daniel Barrett, a Beverly 
Hills plastic surgeon, has trashed 
the trend as silly.

“I don’t think wearing this long 
term is actually going to do any-
thing for your neckline,” Barrett 
advised in a TikTok of his own. 

“I’ve never seen any studies, 
there’s no evidence to back this up, 
that wearing this is going to help 
with anything,” he said, adding 
that plastic surgery and weight 
loss can slim jawlines instead.

Some influencers also claim the 
chin strap can alleviate sleep ap-
nea, a potentially life-threatening 
disorder that affects roughly 39 
million Americans. Reda Wigle

TikTok takes it on the chin strap

January Jones / Instagram

Summer has never been sweeter. January Jones shows her stripes Sunday in a series of fun 
bikini snaps on Instagram, captioned solely with three heart emoji — a red, then a white, then 
another red. The “Mad Men” actress, 46, stunned in a red and white swimsuit with matching 
red baseball hat and gold jewelry, with her blonde hair pulled back behind dark shades. 
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Mullahs 
in slay 
plot vs.  
ex-prez

US officials received intel 
about a sinister Iranian plot to 
assassinate former President 
Donald Trump just weeks be-
fore a deranged gunman shot at 
the GOP nominee at a Pennsyl-
vania rally over the weekend.

The threat prompted the Se-
cret Service to boost its protec-
tion around the 78-year-old, two 
US officials said — though the 
additional resources didn’t pre-
vent Saturday’s shooting, which 
does not appear connected to 
the rogue nation’s plans. 

Trump was grazed in the ear 
after Thomas Matthew Crooks, 
20, opened fire. Three rallygo-
ers were hit by gunfire, includ-
ing Corey Comperatore, a 50-
year-old hero firefighter who 
was killed as he protected his 
family.

The potential Iranian plot 
was shared with the lead agent 
on Trump’s protection detail 
and with the Trump campaign, 
the officials said.

“As we have said many times, 
we have been tracking Iranian 
threats against former Trump 
administration officials for 
years, dating back to the last 
administration,” said National 
Security Council spokesperson 
Adrienne Watson.

“These threats arise from 
Iran’s desire to seek revenge 
for the killing of Qassem Solei-
mani. We consider this a na-
tional and homeland-security 
matter of the highest priority.”

When Trump was president, 
he ordered the killing of Solei-
mani, the leader of the Iranian 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps’ Quds Force, in 2020.

“At this time, law enforce-
ment has reported that their in-
vestigation has not identified 
ties between the shooter and 
any accomplice or co-conspira-
tor, foreign or domestic,” Wat-
son stressed.

The Secret Service has repeat-
edly warned the Trump cam-
paign not to hold outdoor rallies 
following the threat, sources 
told CNN. David Propper and

 Chris Nesi with Wires

Hitting roof 

Family: Thomas Matthew Crooks 
(above) tried to kill former Presi-
dent Donald Trump (above right), 
but his sister (right inset) is de-
scribed as “real friendly” by a resi-
dent in the family’s Bethel Park, Pa., 
neighborhood (pictured right).
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‘Scrawny’ gunman kin quiet
Details are beginning to 

trickle out about the family of 
would-be Trump assassin 
Thomas Matthew Crooks — 
even as federal investigators 
struggle to determine a clear 
motive for the attack.

The Crooks family has been 
silent and kept out of the pub-
lic eye. Neighbors who live on 
the same street as the Crooks 
in Bethel Park, Pa., barely 
recognized them.

A neighbor of Katie Crooks, 
Thomas’ sister, described her 
as a “hardworking” woman 
who juggles two jobs who 
moved into their apartment 
building with the help of her 
brother three years ago.

“The person who helped 
her, I couldn’t tell if it was a 
male or a female,” the neigh-

bor told The Post of his initial 
reaction to Thomas, 20.

“A couple of days later I 
asked if it was one of her sib-
lings and she said it was her 
brother. The one who shot 
Trump . . . He was real 
scrawny,” he added.

The neighbor noted that 
Katie’s father, Matthew Crooks, 
appeared to be too heavy to 
help her move and opted to 
drive the moving truck.

While he couldn’t speak 
much about Thomas, the 
neighbor noted that Katie was 
a “real go-getter” who worked 
as a janitor at a high school 
and as a server at a restaurant.

“She’s real friendly,” he said. 
“She’s a nice girl. I couldn’t 
say a bad word about her.”

Like her brother, Katie is a 

registered Republican. Their fa-
ther is a registered Libertarian. 

Katie  was presumably spot-
ted exiting her red Hyundai 
Kona Monday night and bring-
ing in luggage to the Crooks’ 
family home, according to lo-
cal and national outlets.

As details emerge about his 
family, a former classmate 
who attended Bethel Park HS 
with Crooks revealed that he 
was nicknamed “the school 
shooter” and teased over his 
hygiene and body odor.

Julianna Grooms, 19, said be-
cause Crooks stood out as a 
freshman, wearing wide-leg-
ged jeans and SpongeBob 
SquarePants T-shirts, he be-
came “an easy target for bul-
lies.” Jack Morphet, Joe Marino 

and Ronny Reyes
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over her excuse
Secret Service big: 

Too ‘sloped’ to guard
By Chris Nesi

Embattled Secret Service Di-
rector Kimberly Cheatle says she 
has no plans to resign, even after 
the revelation that the agency de-
cided not to guard the roof from 
which Thomas Crooks opened 
fire on former President Donald 
Trump because it was too slanted.

“That building in particular has 
a sloped roof at its highest point. 
And so, you know, there’s a safety 
factor that would be considered 
there that we wouldn’t want to put 
somebody up on a sloped roof,” 
Cheatle told ABC News in a star-
tling admission.

“And so, you know, the decision 
was made to secure the building, 
from inside,” she said.

Cheatle admitted the agency 
knew the building rooftop was a 
security vulnerability but opted 
not to position agents there, leav-
ing it wide open for Crooks to take 
up an ideal sniper perch with an 
unobstructed view of Trump on 
stage.

From the roof, Crooks had a 
clear line of sight to the GOP 
nominee with his AR-style semi-
automatic rifle, about 130 yards 
away.

‘Dangerous situation’
Tactical-operations experts 

were outraged by Cheatle’s expla-
nation that the building’s slope 
was an insurmountable obstacle 
to properly securing the area.

James Gagliano, a retired FBI su-
pervisory special agent and Army 
veteran, said he didn’t understand 
her reasoning. “You just have to 
work with the terrain you’re pre-
sented with,” he said.

Popular right-wing talk show 
host Dan Bongino, a former Secret 

Service agent and NYPD cop, 
was indignant about Cheatle’s 

contradictory reasoning.
“The Secret Service di-

rector said, ‘Don’t worry, 
we didn’t put someone on 

the roof because it 
could’ve created a dan-

gerous situation.’ Like what? 
Someone getting shot in the 
head?” he said on “The Dan Bong-
ino Show” podcast.

Washington GOP congressional 
candidate Joe Kent, a former 
Army Special Forces officer, wrote 
on X that the slope doesn’t explain 
the catastrophic security breach. 
“You can’t get on the roof, but you 
identified the building/roof as a 
threat, so what’s the excuse for not 
securing the perimeter & all ac-
cess points to the building/roof?”

Cheatle has faced steadily in-
creasing pressure to step down as 
the depths of the agency’s disas-
trous handling of Trump’s at-
tempted assassination have come 
to light.

She told ABC “the buck stops 
with me” as she addressed the 
mounting criticism — but refused 
to resign from her post.

“It was unacceptable,” Cheatle 
told ABC News Monday of her 
agency’s response to Saturday’s 
Trump campaign rally in Butler, 
Pa. “And it’s something that 
shouldn’t happen again.”

Crooks, 20, fired multiple shots 
with an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle 
from the rooftop, wounding 
Trump and two others and killing 
a former firefighter.

“It was obviously a situation that 

as a Secret Service agent, no one 
ever wants to occur in their ca-
reer,” Cheatle  told ABC News.

“The buck stops with me. I am 
the director of the Secret Service, 
and I need to make sure that we 
are performing a review and that 
we are giving resources to our 
personnel as necessary.”

‘Changes’ coming
In a statement Monday, which 

did not acknowledge the agency’s 
failings in any way, the Secret Ser-
vice chief touted “changes” would 
be coming to Trump’s security ap-
paratus for the duration of the 
campaign.

But the lukewarm missive did 
little to quiet doubters, who have 
lambasted Cheatle for prioritizing 
woke “Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion” initiatives — like pledging to 
make the Secret Service 30% 
women by 2030 — over providing 
robust and effective security.

On the day of the shooting, 
Trump’s security detail included 
three women, who former FBI As-
sistant Director Chris Swecker 
told The Post appeared totally ill-
equipped when Crooks opened 
fire.

Additional reporting by Caitlin 
McCormack

‘Safety factor’: Secret Service Director Kimberly 
Cheatle rejects calls for her resignation after failing to 
position a guard on a “sloped roof” (top left) from where 
a would-be assassin shot ex-President Donald Trump.

X
/@

bpsdinfo

Jovanny H
ernandez
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President Biden, during 
his latest rambling, incoher-
ent, bad-tempered, and of-
ten excruciatingly awkward 

TV interview, was very clear 
about one thing regarding Do-
nald Trump’s shooting: Don’t 
blame me, pal!

In fact, he looked indignant 
that the interviewer, NBC’s Les-
ter Holt, would even suggest 
such a terrible thing.

It was extraordinarily insight-
ful to watch Biden working so 
hard to deflect any attention for 
his own culpability in raising the 
political temperature to such 
scarily dangerous levels that 
someone would try to assassinate 
his rival four months before the 
election.

When asked what his first reac-
tion was to the shooting, Biden 
instantly went on his favorite 
Trump-bashing greatest hits rant 
about Jan. 6, Charlottesville, Na-
zis, both sides, etc.

Think about that for a moment.
Here is the president of the 

United States declining to even 
pretend to care that his immedi-
ate predecessor, and current rival 
for the forthcoming election, just 
came within an inch of being 
killed.

No, what was more important 
to “Mr. Nice Guy” Biden was that 
he score instant political points 
to infer that Trump had it com-
ing.

‘Didn’t say crosshairs!’ 
To his credit, Holt was having 

none of it and pointed out that 
just days before the shooting, 
Biden declared Trump an “exis-
tential threat” to America and 
told donors: “It’s time to put 
Trump in the bull’s-eye.”

But even when confronted with 
his use of such obviously violent 
language, Biden raced to avoid 
any responsibility for his shame-
ful rhetoric.

“I didn’t say crosshairs!” he ex-
claimed, as if that made any tan-
gible difference. 

They mean the same thing 
when used about human beings: 
making someone a target.

“I was talking about ‘focus on,’ ” 
the 81-year-old president told 
Holt in the Monday interview.

Biden then launched into an-
other anti-Trump diatribe until 
Holt interjected to say: “But have 
you taken a step back and done a 
little soul searching on things 
that you may have said that could 
incite people who are not bal-
anced?”

It was a very pertinent ques-

tion to which Biden should have 
responded by saying, “Yes, I 
have. I regret the more inflam-
matory language that I, and other 
Democrats, have used about Do-
nald Trump, and we must all, on 
both sides, dial it down to have 
more civilized political debate 
going forward.”

That would have been the cor-
rect and respectful thing to say 
given the gravity of what hap-
pened on Saturday night.

Not least when your side has 
spent eight years screaming that 
Trump is the new Adolf Hitler, 
whose Nazi regime murdered 
12 million people including 
6 million Jews in the Holocaust, 
and incessantly, and hysterically, 
branded him a “fascist” and “dic-
tator” and “tyrant” and just about 
every other ludicrously exagger-
ated and offensive label they can 
hurl at him.

What did he expect?
If you call someone that kind of 

thing often enough, and repeat-
edly state that they represent a 
clear and present danger to the 
country, then eventually some-
one is going to act on it.

We don’t yet know the 
shooter’s motives, but we do 
know he wanted Trump dead.

And we also know that many 
so-called tolerant left-wingers on 
social media disgustingly ex-
pressed their dismay that he 
wasn’t successful or insisted the 
shooting was staged.

When it comes to Trump, all 
liberal rhetorical bets have been 
off for a long time, which is 
ironic given the biggest problem 
most of his critics on the left 
have with him is his own incen-
diary rhetorical language and the 
way he speaks about people.

Not that they would ever admit 
they’re part of the problem.

In response to Holt’s “soul-
searching” question, Biden just 
went on the attack against Trump 
again, even justifying the violent 
words he used about him while 
simultaneously denying he ever 
said them.

“How do you talk about the 
threat to democracy, which is 
real, when a president says 
things like he says?” he raged. 
“Do you just not say anything 
’cause it may incite somebody? I 
have not engaged in that rhetoric 
. . . my opponent has engaged in 
that rhetoric.”

Yes, you bloody have engaged 
in it, Mr. President.

Endlessly.
How dare you try to pretend 

you haven’t.
As fork-tongued Biden ranted, 

yet again, about Jan. 6, and then 
about how Trump — disgrace-
fully — mocked Nancy Pelosi’s 
husband when he was hit with a 
hammer by an intruder, Holt in-

tervened, again, to say what we 
were all thinking: “This doesn’t 
sound like you’re turning down 
the heat, though?”

Entirely unsurprisingly, this 
merely promoted Biden to go off 
once more at Trump for election-
denial and packing the Supreme 
Court with conservative judges, 
etc.

Honestly, it was pathetic to 
watch.

As was the rest of the inter-
view, which just confirmed what 
the debate debacle established — 

that Biden is now so cognitively 
impaired, he cannot possibly 
serve another four years in of-
fice.

But nor should he be allowed to 
evade accountability for his role 
in inflaming tensions.

Dial down the temp
The Democrats announced 

they were suspending a hateful 
$50 million advertising campaign 
attacking Trump following the 
assassination attempt.

But it won’t be long before 
they’re back calling him a des-
potic Hitler-esque monster who 
must be stopped, because they 
can’t help themselves, and Biden 
will be leading the charge be-
cause that’s the only way he 
knows how to compete against 
him.

If the president really wants to 
dial down the temperature, he 
should start by admitting his own 
appalling contribution to it, and 
properly atone for the damage 
it’s done.

Joe, Dems 
have blood 
on hands 

in anti-Don 
incitement

PIERS
MORGAN

trump assassination attempt
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 (inset)

Former President Do-
nald Trump was flanked 
by a horde of male Se-
cret Service agents as he 
arrived at the Republi-
can National Convention 
in Milwaukee — a stark 
contrast to the security 
team protecting him 
during the assassination 
attempt.

Nearly a dozen burly 
male agents were spot-
ted surrounding Trump 
in tight formation as he 
made an appearance at 
the GOP convention’s 
opening night Monday.

No female agents 
could be seen close to 
him, according to vari-
ous clips and photos 
making the rounds on 

social media.
It marked a dramatic 

change from the security 
detail protecting Trump 
at the campaign rally in 
Butler, Pa., when a 
sniper opened fire — 
grazing him in the ear.

In that instance, three 
female agents were 
among those seen imme-
diately swarming the ex-
president and whisking 
him off stage. It comes 
after the head of the Se-
cret Service, Kimberly 
Cheatle, vowed the 
agency would “adapt our 
operations as necessary 
in order to ensure the 
highest level of safety 
and security.” 

Emily Crane 

He-men: Ex-President Do-
nald Trump is surrounded by 
male Secret Service on Mon-
day, unlike on Saturday (inset).

Democrats say the most deplorable things

trump assassination attempt

Here are some of the unhinged 
things Democratic officials and 
fundraisers said after Trump was 
shot:

Colo. state 
Rep. Steven 
Woodrow: 
“The last thing 
America needed 
was sympathy 
for the devil but 
here we are,” he 
wrote.

His post garnered nearly 2 mil-
lion views before he deleted it 
and eventually his entire X ac-
count. In a text exchange with 
Colorado Public Radio, the state 
lawmaker made an abrupt about-
face, acknowledging that his 
post had been “inarticulate” and 
apologizing “that my words 
caused additional pain.”

Tenn. state Rep. Antonio 
Parkinson:  “I certainly hope 
this is not a staged act. But...”

 After his 
post went vi-
ral — viewed 
more than 2 
million times 
— Parkinson 
walked back 
his toxic rhe-
toric, de-
nouncing “all acts of violence 
and those perpetrating them” in 
a series of follow-up tweets.

Allegheny County Council 
member Bethany Hallam:  
“Wow, the crime in Butler 
County is out of control.”

Council member Sam De-
Marco has called on Hallam to 
resign. Although she later de-
leted her comment, she sniped 
online critics, “Yeah, man. I just 
realized I didn’t know s--t about 
what happened and shouldn’t 
say anything unless I do, so I de-
leted it. You should try it some-
time,” station WTAE reported.

DeMarco said her 
actions were in 
“extremely poor 
taste” and repre-
sented “an example 
of where rhetoric 
has gone in the 
wrong direction 
and is over the 
top.”

Missouri House 
candidate Jess 
Piper: Executive 
director of left-wing advocacy 
group Blue Missouri who is also 
seeking a seat in the state’s 
House of Representatives,   
expressed “horror” at seeing 
a Trump-supporting emer-
gency-room doctor being in-
terviewed after the rally. Fol-
lowing it up with casually 
wondering if such a physi-
cian would disregard their 
Hippocratic Oath on a 
whim.

“Would they render care to an 
undocumented person? A child 

who’s been raped? 
A gay person? A 
trans person?” She 
asked her X fol-
lowers, completely 
seriously.

Piper hasn’t 
walked back her 
bizarre remarks 
just yet, but later 
in a separate post 
she finally ac-
knowledged “there 
are likely hundreds 

of thousands of doctors who 
identify as Republican,” adding, 
“but to identify with Trump and 
attend his rally? My God.”

Congressional staffer Jac-
queline Marsaw: An 
aide of Democratic Rep. 
Bennie G. Thompson 
(D-Miss.) urged the 
shooter to “get you some 
shooting lessons.” She 
was swiftly fired.
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election 2024

By Diana Glebova

MILWAUKEE — Two of Donald 
Trump’s former 2024 rivals and 
harshest critics, Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and former United Na-
tions Ambassador Nikki Haley, 
took the stage Tuesday on Day 2 of 
the Republican Na-
tional Conven-
tion and enthu-
siastically 
championed 
the ex-presi-
dent in a stun-
ning display of 
unity for the party.

The back-to-back 
speeches came towards the end of 
the night and were in line with 
Trump’s larger theme of “unity” 
that he announced after being 
nearly assassinated Saturday night. 
Trump had prepared a “hot” 
speech for the convention, but 
tossed it aside after being shot, ac-
cording to his son Donald Trump 
Jr.

Haley — who was Trump’s last 
remaining challenger for the GOP 
nomination — was invited to speak 
at the convention just days ago and 
was welcomed to the stage with a 
mix of cheers and boos.

“President Trump asked me to 
speak at this convention in the 
name of unity. It was a gracious 
invitation and I was happy to 
accept,” Haley, 52, began.

The former governor of South 
Carolina then quickly shot 
down any question about her 
loyalty after the bitter primary 
challenge.

“I’ll start by making one thing 
perfectly clear: Donald Trump 
has my strong endorsement, pe-
riod,” Haley declared.

‘For sake of nation’
The one-time presidential hope-

ful then spoke directly to her sup-
porters and voters who might be 
hesitant about supporting the 45th 
president in a third run.

“My message to them is simple: 
You don’t have to agree with 
Trump 100% of the time to vote for 
him,” Haley said to loud applause. 

Haley, who served as the UN am-
bassador under Trump, under-
scored the concern surrounding 
the 81-year-old President Biden’s 
age and mental fitness.

“If we have four more years of 
Biden or a single day of [Kamala] 
Harris, our country will be badly 
worse off,” she said.

“For the sake of our nation, we 
have to go with Donald Trump.”

Haley also  touted her former 
boss’ foreign-policy record.

“Think about it, when Barack 
Obama was president, Vladimir 
Putin invaded Crimea. With Joe 
Biden as president, Putin invaded 
all of Ukraine,” she said. 

“But when Donald Trump was 
president, Putin did nothing — no 
invasion, no wars.”

She also praised Trump’s tough 
sanctions on Iran.

“A strong president doesn’t start 
wars. A strong president prevents 
wars,” Haley declared.

The South Carolina Republican 
then argued that a “unified Repub-
lican Party” is “essential” to saving 
the country because Democrats 
are “putting our freedoms in dan-
ger.”

“We must not only be a unified 
party. We must also expand our 
party. We are so much better when 
we’re bigger. We are stronger 
when we welcome people into our 
party who have different back-
grounds and experiences,” she 
continued.

Both DeSantis and Haley had en-
dorsed Trump after dropping out 
of the primary. However, Haley, 

Old foes all for Don

The grieving widow of the 
hero firefighter killed during a 
failed assassination attempt on 
Donald Trump said the former 
president called her Tuesday to 
offer his condolences.

“He was very kind and said he 
would continue to call me in the 
days and weeks ahead,” Helen 
Comperatore wrote of Trump 
on her private ­Facebook page.

“I told him the same thing I 
told everyone else. He left this 
world a hero and God wel-
comed him in. He did not die in 
vain that day,” she said of her 
husband, according to a screen-
shot of the post.

Her husband, Corey Comper-
atore, 50, was fatally shot by a 
sniper at a Trump rally in But-
ler, Pa., on Saturday. Allie Griffin

Don’s ‘kind’ call to widow
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MILWAUKEE — The brother 
of slain Maryland mom of five 
Rachel Morin slammed Presi-
dent Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris Tuesday in an 
emotional speech  on the second 
night of the GOP convention.

“Rachel, a joyful accom-
plished athlete and mother of 
five, was raped and murdered 
by a suspected illegal immi-
grant . . . this was described as 
among the most brutal and vio-
lent offenses that has ever oc-
curred in Harford County, 
Maryland,” Michael Morin said 
in his remarks. 

“My sister’s death was pre-
ventable,” the brother argued. 

“Joe Biden and his designated 
border czar Kamala Harris 
opened our borders to him and 
others like him,” he raged in ref-
erence to Rachel’s killer.  

“To this day, we have not 
heard from Joe Biden or Kamala 
Harris,” he said. 

Rachel, 37,  was killed on a Bel 
Air, Md., hiking trail on Aug. 5, 
2023, allegedly by Victor Marti-
nez-Hernandez, an illegal mi-
grant from El Salvador who has 
ties to street gangs and a violent 
history,  according to authorities. 

“They never apologized,” 
Michael Morin said of the pres-
ident and vice president. “But 
when Rachel was killed, Presi-
dent Trump called my family to 
offer his condolences.

“He wanted to meet with us. 

He cared. That is leadership. 
We need real leadership back in 
the White House.”

In June, Trump raged on 
Truth Social that Biden is to 
blame for Rachel’s killing be-
cause the president has refused 
to “shut down the border.” 

Madeline Brame, a New York 
mother whose Army veteran 
son was murdered in 2018, 
slammed Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg at the 
GOP convention Tuesday for 
releasing the “homicidal mani-
acs” that killed her son. 

“He received enemy fire from 
the Taliban only to be murdered 
by a knife in New York City,” 
Brame said of her son, Sgt. Hason 
Correa, 35, who was fatally beaten 
and stabbed by a group of four 
people during a scuffle outside a 
Harlem apartment building. 

Brame railed against what she 
called Bragg’s “soft-on-crime” 
approach. 

“Two of the homicidal mani-
acs responsible for my son’s 
death had their gang assault and 
murder charges completely dis-
missed,” she said. 

“Alvin Bragg charged her with 
assault with a shoe,” she raged, 
referring to one of Correa’s as-
sailants. 

Brame previously claimed 
that Bragg’s office treated her 
and her family “like garbage” as 
it prosecuted her son’s attack-
ers.  Victor Nava

Blaming 
Biden for 
mom slay

united front: Former 2024 Republican presiden-
tial hopefuls Nikki Haley (right), Ron DeSantis (above) 
and  Vivek Ramaswamy (top) sing Donald Trumps 
praises at the RNC on Tuesday in Milwaukee.
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Old foes all for Don

Independent presidential hope-
ful Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was 
“mortified” after footage leaked of 
his call with Donald Trump in 
which the former president ap-
peared to voice vaccine skepti-
cism in a bid to woo him, and 
dished on a chat with President 
Biden after his near-assassination.

“When President Trump called 
me, I was taping with an in-house 
videographer. I should have or-
dered the videographer to stop re-
cording immediately. I am morti-
fied that this was posted. I apolo-
gize to the president,” he posted 
on X.

Trump reportedly contacted 
Kennedy (above) seeking to nudge 
him to drop out of the race and en-
dorse him instead. Kennedy later 
confirmed Tuesday that the video 
was real.

“I agree with you, man. Some-
thing’s wrong with that whole sys-
tem, and it’s the doctors you find. 
Remember, I said I want to do 
small doses. Small doses,” Trump 
says in the leaked call.

“When you feed a baby, Bobby, a 
vaccination that is like 38 different 
vaccines, and it looks like it’s 
meant for a horse, not a 10-pound 
or 20-pound baby. It looks like 
you’re giving, you should be giving 
a horse this, and do you ever see 
the size of it?” he added.

“It’s so massive and then you see 
the baby all of a sudden starting to 
change radically.”

Throughout his 2024 bid, Ken-
nedy has knocked Trump for his 
handling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and has long expressed 
skepticism about the safety meas-
ures taken to approve certain 
vaccines. Ryan King

Chat leak  
has RFK 
‘mortified’

who dropped her bid after Super 
Tuesday, waited months to say she 
would vote for Trump. She 
later released her 97 delegates to 
vote for Trump if they chose to do 
so at the convention.

Can’t let Don down
DeSantis, 45, took the stage im-

mediately after Haley to raptur-
ous applause and proclaimed Re-
publicans need to send Biden 
“back to his basement.

The Sunshine State governor 
launched into full-scale criticism 
of the Biden administration, re-

calling the 13 service members 
who died during Biden’s disas-
trous Afghanistan pullout. 

He labeled Biden a “figurehead” 
and a “tool” for imposing a leftist 
agenda.

Unlike Haley, DeSantis didn’t 
directly call for “unity” and in-
stead focused on Biden’s weak-
nesses and Trump’s strengths.

“Donald Trump has been de-
monized. He’s been sued. He’s 
been prosecuted and he nearly 
lost his life,” DeSantis said. “We 
cannot let him down, and we can 
not let America down,” he said to 
thunderous cheers.

The GOP primary challenger 
ended his speech by calling Amer-
icans to “fight! fight! fight” — 
echoing Trump’s call after he mi-
raculously dodged a sniper’s bul-
let over the weekend.

DeSantis suspended his presi-
dential campaign right before 
New Hampshire primary and im-
mediately endorsed Trump, de-
spite the former president’s cam-
paign launching personal attacks 
about his height and eating habits 
throughout the challenge — in-
cluding bizarre allegations of him 
eating pudding with his ­fingers.

Trump, however, has since 

made peace with both candi-
dates, saying he sees Haley “on 
our team in some form” in the fu-
ture, and reportedly told DeSan-
tis, “Ron, I love that you’re back.”

Former 2024 candidate Vivek 
Ramaswamy, 38, also spoke earlier 
Tuesday night, stressing the need 
for “unity.”

The millionaire entrepreneur 
said Trump will “unite this coun-
try. Not through empty words, but 
through action. Because you know 
what, success is unifying. Excel-
lence is unifying. That’s who we 
are as Americans.”

dglebova@nypost.com

H
aley: R
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3 Cheers: Donald Trump is flanked by House Majority 
Leader Steve Scalise (left) and running mate J.D. Vance.
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Let’s play a game. Let’s enter-
tain the thought that the Re-
publican Party should get a 
new name that reflects the 

new future Donald Trump envi-
sions for it. 

In that case, the GOP would be-
come The Workers Party.

Not, of course, in the socialist 
sense, for 
Trump re-
mains the ul-
timate capi-
talist. Rather, 
the new party 
emerging be-
fore our eyes 
at the Milwaukee convention is 
one whose No. 1 focus is the well-
being of working-class Americans. 
They are the forgotten people 
who elected Trump in 2016, and as 
he aims for the White House 
again, he is making it absolutely 
clear that they are the core con-
stituency driving his agenda.

Farewell to the Chamber of 
Commerce and good riddance to 
Mitt Romney. Hello, restaurant 
workers — no taxes on tips, 
Trump pledged. And get this — 
even big unions could be invited 
to the party. 

Diversity in action
The change inevitably will lead 

to a much more diverse Republi-
can Party, as demonstrated by the 
numerous non-white speakers 
Monday. 

The lineup wasn’t a hint that 
Trump is chasing a progressive-
like DEI agenda, as some of his 
supporters complained on social 
media. 

The clear justification came 
with the most controversial of 
those speakers, model and rapper 
Amber Rose. She hit it out of the 
park with her personal story of 
how she found “my people” in the 
GOP.

As Van Jones said on CNN, her 
remarks were a “bunker buster” 
and “dangerous” for Democrats 
because her experience strikes at 
the heart of the left’s view that 
Trump and all Republicans are 
racists. 

In fact, a more diverse GOP is a 
natural outgrowth of a heightened 
focus on workers because the 
working and middle classes obvi-
ously comprise many black, Lat-
ino and Asian workers as well as 
whites. 

And most of them have seen 
their family finances decline un-
der Joe Biden.

More evidence that Trump is re-
branding the party came with the 

fact that Monday’s keynote speech 
was delivered by Teamsters union 
president Sean O’Brien. His mere 
appearance at the podium was a 
shock to the old system, never 
mind his fiery challenge to the tra-
ditional GOP establishment of big 
business and union-free shops.

Many delegates were stunned 
into silence by 
O’Brien’s mes-
sage, uncer-
tain whether 
to cheer or 
boo him off 
stage.

 They were 
probably wondering if he had 
stumbled into the wrong conven-
tion. 

Trump, who loves to stir the pot, 
seemed subdued following the as-
sassination attempt but appeared 
to welcome O’Brien’s forceful 
pitch that big companies such as 
Amazon and Walmart are wildly 
successful largely because many 
of their workers are underpaid.

Besides, there’s zero chance 
O’Brien just happened to stumble 
into the prime-time slot by acci-
dent. He was there because Trump 
wanted him there and wanted del-
egates — and a TV audience — to 
hear his views. 

It’s worth recalling that Trump 
generally had good relations with 
tradesman in his New York con-
struction days despite the fact that 
the industry was completely un-
ionized. 

Stronger than Reagan
Two other observations are rele-

vant to what is unfolding at the 
convention. 

First, Trump’s remake of the 
GOP is possible only because the 
party is his to a degree that few 
politicians of any stripe ever 
achieve. As he told me recently, 
“about 90% of the party is 
MAGA,” a far cry from his first 
term where he was often thwarted 
by congressional Republicans who 
viewed him as an alien outsider 
who would soon be gone.

Ed Rollins, the architect of Ro-
nald Reagan’s 1984 landslide vic-
tory and his White House political 
director, says he has never seen 
anyone with so much control over 
the party, and that includes Rea-
gan. 

“There were factions even then,” 
Rollins told me Tuesday. “Despite 
Reagan’s success, the Bush people 
were always around, looking to do 
things their way.”

Trump’s selection of Ohio Sen. 
J.D. Vance as his running mate 

should be seen as part of this con-
trol and his new focus. 

Vance, the author of the famed 
autobiography “Hillbilly Elegy,” 
initially rejected Trump’s popu-
lism and the man himself but has 
come to be one of his most force-
ful and articulate supporters. 

To underscore the point, 
Trump, in making the veep an-
nouncement, noted that Vance’s 
book “championed the hardwork-
ing men and women of our coun-
try” and added that Vance “will 
be strongly focused on the people 
he fought so brilliantly for, the 
American Workers and Farmers 
in Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wis-

consin, Ohio, Minnesota and far 
­beyond . . .”

 The assignment illustrates the 
second point — the political di-
mension that is both cause and ef-
fect of a new GOP. It’s hard to be-
come the majority party if you 
keep losing the popular vote.

The Democrats’ blue wall in the 
Electoral College depends on 
some of the very Rust Belt states 
Trump has assigned to Vance — 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Mi-
chigan. Without them, Dems can’t 
win the White House, as Trump 
proved when he won all three and 
defeated Hillary Clinton in 2016. 

Joe Biden flipped them back in 

MAGA makeover drawing in regular-folk Republicans

GOP’s 
shift to
a party 
for the 
worker

MICHAEL
GOODWIN

MILWAUKEE — Donald 
Trump Jr. predicted Tues-
day there is a “very high 
chance” that J.D. Vance will 
be elected president in 
2028, adding that he himself 
would “never throw his hat 
in the ring” to be an elected 
official.

“I think there would be a 
very high chance, right?” 
Trump Jr. said of the running 
mate of his father, who 
wouldn’t be able to run for 
president again in 2028 if he 
wins another four-year term 
in the White House in No-
vember.

“He’s the one guy in that 
movement that’s a politician 
that’s out there that actually 
really speaks to the America 
First people and isn’t sort of, 
‘We’ll be right back to the es-
tablishment,’ ” Trump Jr. said 
of Vance at an Axios event.

Vance, at 39, is half of 
former President Donald 
Trump’s age. If elected into 
office as Trump’s vice presi-
dent, he will be the second-
youngest veep in history.

Trump Jr. had pushed for 
Vance to be Trump’s running 
mate for months. 

Their friendship led some 
to believe he could be an-
gling for a political relation-
ship with the Ohio senator, 
but the younger Trump re-
futed those claims Tuesday.

“I could never throw my 
hat in the ring or anything 
like that,” he said.

Instead, Trump Jr. said he 
would want to be an adviser 
for his dad and have the 
power to “block” anyone 
from working with him.

“All I want to do is block 
the guys that would be a dis-
aster. Right? I want to block 
the liars. I want to block the 
guys that are pretending 
they’re with you,” he said.

Trump Jr. also said a de-
bate pitting Vance against 
Democratic Vice President 
Kamala Harris would be 
“ugly” and that the senator 
was able to “destroy some-
one with facts.” 

Diana Glebova

Don Jr. 
backs 
Vance 

in 2028
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Democratic efforts to con-
vince President Biden to re-
linquish the party’s nomina-
tion could restart “soon,” 
three congressional Demo-
cratic sources tell The Post, 
saying the assassination at-
tempt Saturday against 
former President Donald 
Trump only temporarily in-
terrupted the momentum.

The  president’s political 
fate was the biggest political 
news 
story in 
the two 
weeks be-
fore 
Trump 
was 
grazed by 
a bullet at 
a Pennsyl-
vania rally, which instantly 
booted the growing mutiny 
off front pages.

Momentum had been 
building against Biden  as 
many leading Democrats 
hedged in public remarks 
about whether he should al-
low Vice President Kamala 
Harris or someone else to 
lead the ticket following his 
startling confused appear-
ance at the CNN debate with 
Trump.

Those escalating calls for 
Biden to retire “could start 
back up soon if there’s a suf-
ficient trigger,” such as 
Biden stumbling in public 
appearances or interviews, 
one of the Democratic sour-
ces in Congress told The 
Post.

But other sources told The 
Post that a specific spark 
may be unnecessary because 
Democrats recognize that 
Trump, who already was 
leading Biden in national 
and swing-state polls, was 
strengthened politically by 
the assassination attempt.

“Trump is now stronger 
than ever,” the second con-
gressional Democratic 
source said. 

“I think the public pres-
sure only subsided because 
of the shooting and will be 
once again applied,” the in-
sider said. Steven Nelson

Dems to 
restart 
push vs.  
the prez

2020, and also took two normally 
red states — Georgia and Arizona. 
Most polls now show Trump lead-
ing in all or nearly all of those bat-
tleground states and putting sev-
eral reliably blue states in play, in-
cluding Virginia. 

It doesn’t hurt his chances that 
Biden still hasn’t locked up the 
support of his own party. 

Dems in disarray
A survey showing that Trump is 

beating him among independents 
in contested states also showed 
that Biden generally has the sup-
port of only about 86% of Dems in 
those states, while Trump has the 
support of 92% or more of Repub-
licans.

The movement by Barack Ob-
ama and others to get Biden to 
step aside has temporarily calmed 
down but is likely to flare up again 

when the president inevitably 
stumbles and mumbles through 
another event. 

It was telling that while the GOP 
was opening its convention with 
confidence that Trump will pre-
vail in November, Biden was feud-
ing with NBC’s Lester Holt. 

When Holt pressed him on his 
debate debacle and the party re-
volt, the president had no answers 
except lies and he repeatedly kept 
trying to shoot the messenger. 

“What’s up with you guys? 
Come on, man,” an exasperated 
Biden whined at one point.

When a Dem is feuding with the 
top anchor at NBC, it’s the equiva-
lent of a shootout in a lifeboat be-
cause they’re on the same team.

One wild card in all these devel-
opments is whether and how the 
assassination attempt affects 
Trump and his outlook. 

The large bandage on his right 

ear is an inescapable reminder of 
how close he came to death. 

In my interview with him Sun-
day en route to Milwaukee, he was 
grateful and seemed like a man 
with a new lease on life. 

“I’m not supposed to be here.  
I’m supposed to be dead,” he told 
me and Byron York of the Wash-
ington Examiner.

The first impact of his harrow-
ing experience was that he tore up 
his acceptance speech for Thurs-
day night, saying “I had all pre-
pared an extremely tough speech, 
really good, all about the corrupt, 
horrible administration.” 

In its place, he hopes to begin 
the process of trying to unify the 
country. 

He acknowledged the difficul-
ties, but the fact that he wants to 
try is encouraging. 

Perhaps we are seeing the first 
fruits of that goal already. Conven-

tiongoers, as if the failed assassi-
nation gave them a new lease on 
life too, are brimming with confi-
dence and enthusiasm. 

After all, turning the party’s fo-
cus and power to working-class 
Americans is by definition an up-
lifting approach because those 
workers cut across racial, ethnic, 
religious and geographic differen-
ces.

Naturally, there are potential pit-
falls. The nation’s exploding debt 
must be curbed and excess protec-
tionism will stymie the very 
growth that could lift all boats. 

Also, America First policies, if 
carried to extremes, could give 
our adversaries a free hand to me-
nace us and our allies around the 
globe.

The challenge, then, is finding 
the right balance. Trump and 
Vance surely know that, but first 
they have to win the election. 

MAGA makeover drawing in regular-folk Republicans

‘Make’ time: Former President Donald Trump, with friends, family and running mate J.D. Vance, said the Republican Party is now 90% MAGA.
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A disturbed Brooklyn 
man who has terrorized a 
Bushwick apartment build-
ing for months was behind 
an early morning blaze that 
injured at least nine tenants 
Tuesday, sources and neigh-
bors said.

The suspected arsonist 
even tried to block the 
building’s front door  to 
keep tenants from escaping 
as flames engulfed the four-
story walk-up at  3 a.m., wit-
nesses told The Post.

“He’s crazy,” next-door 
neighbor John Palma said. 
“All of our neighbors in that 
building have been com-
plaining about the guy. Like 
he’s been here for about a 
year and they keep calling 
the police and the police 
come pick him up and then 
he just is brought back.”

Police said Tuesday that a 
man in his 60s, whose name 
is being withheld, was spot-
ted setting the fire at 127 Ev-
ergreen Ave., but  no arrests 
have been made.

Residents said the alleged 
firebug, who remains on the 
loose, was placed in the 
building through the Insti-
tute for Community Living, 
a nonprofit contracted by 
the city to find housing and 
services for the needy. 

An ICL spokesperson  
confirmed  it had placed a 
tenant in the building. 
Kevin Sheehan, Larry Celona 

and Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

‘Nut’ sets 
fire to an 
apt. bldg.

A visibly irritated Mayor  
Adams on Tuesday said it 
was a “sexist belief” that the 
FDNY’s male-dominated 
culture had anything to do 
with the sudden departure 
of its first woman commis-
sioner, Laura Kavanagh.

“When a man leaves you 
don’t say, ‘You didn’t give 
men support,’ ” Hizzoner 
said at his weekly news con-
ference. “If a man wants to 
go on and do something with 
his life, I have no one asking, 
‘Oh, you didn’t give him the 
support he needed?’ ”

The tirade came after The 
Post exclusively reported  
Kavanagh was pushed out  
after conflicts with male 
underlings. Haley Brown 

and Matt Troutman

Hizzy fit over 
FDNY exit grill 

By Hailey Eber

Fine-dining and popsicles might 
seem like an awkward union, but 
at trendy restaurants across the 
city, chefs are serving frozen des-
serts on a stick.

“Everybody’s doing popsicles,” 
said Jing Wen Ng, the chef de cui-
sine at Noksu (49 W. 32nd St., Ko-
reatown, NoksuNYC.com), a 15-
seat chef’s counter.

She serves a haute pop as a pal-
ate-cleansing “pre-dessert” on the 
11-course, $195 tasting menu at the 
restaurant, which was opened by a 
Per Se alum last fall in the 32nd 
Street entrance of the Herald 
Square subway station.

“It’s an unexpected dish,” said 
Ng. “I don’t think [people] expect 
to be served a popsicle in a fine 
dining-tasting menu setting.”

But, it’s not just any old pop 
from the ice box.

 It has a traditional shape, but the 
flavors — verjus, shiso and kaffir 
lime — take it up several notches. 
The popsicle is plated in a small 
pool of Yakult, a yogurt drink, and 
garnished with bronze fennel, 
lemon balm and cilantro flowers.

“It’s very summery,” said Ng.
Here are five other elevated op-

tions for keeping you cool:

Corn Okusu Popsicle — $11 at 
NARO Terrace, 615 5th Ave., 

Rockefeller Center, Midtown, 
NaroNYC.com

At NARO, the upscale Korean 
restaurant in Rockefeller Center 
from the team behind Atomix — 
the highest ranked restaurant in 
New York City on the “World’s 50 
Best List” — the tasting menu in 
the main dining room runs $165. 
But at the more casual outdoor 
terrace, you can get a Korean fried 
chicken sandwich ($16) topped 
with Amber Kaluga caviar ($28) 
and finish the meal with a dessert 
on a stick.

Pastry chef Luke Deardurff has 
had various flavors on the menu 
and the current variety is deli-
cious Instagram bait: sweet corn 
ice cream with a savory corn-jam 
swirl that’s molded into the shape 
of an ear of corn. 

The same mold is used to make 
a corn cookie that is charred. 
There’s also a hit of chocolate ga-
nache.

Kulfi Pops — $16 at Junoon, 
19 W. 24th St., JunoonNYC.com

At the acclaimed upscale mod-
ern Indian restaurant, diners can 
close out their meal with a re-
freshing sampler of the frozen In-

dian dessert known as kulfi.
Pastry chef Gustavo Tzoc makes 

them in four flavors: Alphonso 
mango, rose petal, ube (purple 
yam) and saffron-cardamom.

They’re served on beautiful 
wooden boards — “They’re like a 
tapestry” — custom-made for the 
purpose. 

“I cannot take them off the 
menu,” Tzoc said of the popular 
pops. “There would be a revolt.”

Gola — $14 at Jazba, 
207 2nd Ave., East Village, 

JazbaNYC.com
Jazba, a more casual spot from 

the Junoon team that opened last 
fall in the old Momofuku Ssam 
space, recently added a frozen 
dessert to its menu.

Instead of kulfi, it’s a gola — a 
treat made by compressing finely 
shaved ice into a popsicle form.

“It feels like snow. We use a 
[hand-cranked] machine that we 
brought from India,” said Tzoc, 
who draws parallels between the 
dessert and treats served in Gua-
temala, where he’s from. 

The gola is presented unadorned 
with four small squeeze bottles of 
syrups — in flavors ranging from 
black plum to rose — that diners 
get to apply  themselves.

Ice Cream Truck-Inspired — 
$16 at The Press Club Grill, 
1262 Broadway, Koreatown, 
PressClubGrill.com

At Franklin Becker’s new Ital-
ian-influenced steakhouse, one of 
the desserts takes its inspiration 
from the strawberry shortcake 
Good Humor bars that Becker 
grew up eating in Brooklyn.

Strawberry sorbet and sweet 
cream ice cream are coated in a 
nostalgic cookie crumble. 

“[We] took the Strawberry 
Shortcake to new heights,” Becker 
boasted. “Whenever you can 
evoke memories of childhood on 
the dessert menu, it’s a great 
thing.”

Paleta cocktails — $19 at El 
Lugar Cantina, 30 W. 30th St., 
Chelsea, ElLugarCantina.com

At the festive El Lugar, which 
opened early this year, the popsi-
cles are especially adult. Mexican-
style paletas, made in collabora-
tion with popular dessert com-
pany La Newyorkina, come in fla-
vors such as rum-coconut and 
spicy tequila-mango, and they’re 
served in boozy, coordinating 
cocktails, such as a boozy mango 
nectar-and-tequila concoction 

heber@nypost.com

Meet the ‘pop’ stars

Too cool: 
Jing Wen Ng’s 
(above) popsicle at 
Noksu is like other 
elevated takes on 
the humble treat  at 
The Press Club 
Grill (top,  from 
left), Jazba, and 
El Lugar and 
(bottom, from left) 
Junoon and NARO.

St
ef

an
o 

G
io

va
nn

in
i

Corn Okusu Popsicle

$15
Klufi Pops

$16

Ice Cream Truck

$16 Gola

$14
Paleta

$19
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All dressed up — and didn’t 
actually go. Bethenny Frankel 
showed off her flirty look for her 
first date since her breakup from 
fiancé Paul Bernon, only to end 
up ditching her mystery suitor. 
The “Real Housewives” alum 
(above) shared in a video her 
“outfit of the date” before going 
out in the Hamptons. But the 
video concludes with her driving 
alone, telling viewers, “Abort . . . 
abort.” She later explained that 
she canceled the date after the 
man asked her to pick him up, 
which inspired her “to do the FBI 
deep dive” and she learned via di-
vorce documents that his ex-wife 
is supporting him financially.

Hamps date smite

Don’t expect newly en-
gaged power couple Huma 
Abedin and Alex Soros to 
wed too soon — because 
she’s still not divorced 
from disgraced politician 
Anthony Weiner, sources 
confirm. We exclusively re-
ported on the engagement 
last week, which they cele-
brated in Italy before 
Abedin was seen back in 
NYC wearing a dazzling 
diamond rumored to cost 
around $1 million. Abedin 
filed for divorce from 
Weiner in 2017, when he 
was on trial for sexting a 
15-year-old. The former 
congressman was sen-
tenced to 21 months in 
prison. In 2021, Abedin re-
vealed the divorce was 
nearly finalized. “We are in 
the final stages,” she told 
the Cut. “Lawyers are do-
ing their lawyer thing.” 
Page Six is told the delay is 
purely “clerical.”  Mean-
while, Abedin and Soros 
are ready to grow their 
family and welcome a baby, 
friends say. “Huma and 
Alex are so in love,” one in-
sider told Page Six this 
week. “I know they are ex-
cited to start their life to-
gether, and they definitely 
want kids.”

Wein’ing off ex

Debbie Bancroft, Joey 
Wölffer, Sharon Coplan 
Hurowitz, Kendall Werts 
and artist Kaws at the Par-
rish Art Museum’s Mid-
summer Dance and Dinner 
. . .  Liev Schreiber and 
Susan and David Rocke-
feller Jr. being poured 
bubbly  Aphrodise  rosé at 
the South Fork Natural His-
tory Museum and Nature 
Center’s gala . . . ATTOR-
NEY Arthur Aidala and 
Geraldo Rivera at Rao’s 
. . . ROSIE Perez and her 
artist hubby, Eric Haze, at 
the Hamptons Fine Art Fair.

“hello”? More like goodbye!  
Adele said she’s taking a step 
back from music after her “Week-
ends with Adele” Las Vegas resi-
dency ends in November. “I don’t 

have any plans for new music 
at all,” the “Hello” singer 

said Sunday in an inter-
view with German out-
let ZDF. “I want a big 
break after this and I 
think I want to do other 
creative things, just for 

a little while.” She added, 
“I don’t like being famous. 

I love that I get to make music 
all the time.” Adele began her Ve-
gas residency at the Colosseum at 
Caesars Palace in November 2022.

Adele says adieu
Joe Scarborough and Mika 

Brzezinski may be more like Do-
nald Trump than they’d like to ad-
mit. “They have a flare for the dra-
matic,” a network insider told Page 
Six, and they know how to turn it on 
for the camera. The MSNBC couple 
returned to “Morning Joe” yester-
day after the network pulled their 
show Monday for special coverage 
of Saturday’s assassination attempt 
on Trump. Scarborough and Brzez-
inski — plus co-anchor Willie 
Geist — addressed the issue at the 
top of the hour. “We were told, in no 
uncertain terms, on a Sunday even-
ing that there was going to be one 
news feed across all NBC news 

channels yesterday,” a disappointed 
Scarborough revealed to viewers. 
“The ‘Today’ show, Lester Holt . . . 
We were going to stay as a network 
in breaking-news mode 
throughout all day yester-
day. That did not happen. 
We don’t know why that 
didn’t happen. Our team 
was not given a good an-
swer as to why that 
didn’t happen. But it 
didn’t happen.”  Their rev-
elation left some at the net-
work rolling their eyes. “Joe 
and Mika are acting childish and 
immature. They just need to grow 
up,” an insider said.

Theater kids at the news desk

@Page 
Six

UConn basketball coach Dan Hurley is 
shopping a book, Page Six has exclusively 
learned, and sources say he’ll dish on his block-
buster $70 million offer from the LA Lakers.

A top editor was seen reading Hurley’s pro-
posal on a Metro-North train yesterday morn-
ing headed into Grand Central, and multiple 
sources confirmed the book is making the 
rounds.

We hear that Hurley will be meeting with 
potential co-authors.

Said a literary source of the proposal: “He 
gets into whether he should run a ‘fast break 
to the Showtime Lakers.’ ”

Last month, Hurley — coach of the two-time 

reigning men’s national champions, the Hus-
kies — rejected a six-year, $70 million gig from 
the storied NBA franchise.

Hurley instead signed a new, $50 million 
contract last week that will keep him at 
UConn through 2030.

Reports had circulated that the coach — 
who joined the team in 2018 and brought them 
their first championship in nine years in 2023 
— intentionally considered NBA offers to 
prompt UConn to pay him more.

But he blasted the buzz by saying in an inter-
view last month: “One of the worst takes I’ve 
heard is this was a leverage play by me to im-
prove my situation at UConn . . . I don’t need 

leverage here. We’ve won back-to-back na-
tional championships at this place.” He also 
said the Lakers’ courtship even took a toll on 
his personal life, and his wife “got violently 
angry” as a result.

A source quipped of the editor reading the 
proposal on the train, “Perhaps the literati 
should get some spy craft training before rid-
ing the ‘Mad Men’ express to NYC.”

Another publishing insider said of reading 
hot properties in public, “You’ve got to be 
careful when you’re reading a proposal — es-
pecially on the subway or Metro-North. Or 
any train coming from Brooklyn or Montclair. 
Even the Jitney could be risky!”

College coach hits the books

Dave Portnoy had to be res-
cued by the US Coast Guard after 
he was “nearly lost” at sea. The Bar-
stool Sports founder, 47, told fol-
lowers in a video that they “almost 
lost Captain Dave today. Captain 
Dave almost was lost to the ocean, 
mother ocean.”  Portnoy explained 
that he wanted to take his mother 
out for a boat ride off Nantucket 
while she was visiting him. He ad-
mitted his “critical mistake” in try-
ing to unhook his 28-foot vessel 
from the dock and buoys amid 
“heavy, heavy winds.” The craft had 
“no power, no radio, no anchor, no 
nothing,” and he and his boat 
drifted out. Another seaman even-
tually saw him and radioed for help.

Port in a storm

Ian
Mohr

imohr@nypost.com

Oli Coleman
ocoleman@nypost.com

Mara Siegler
msiegler@nypost.com

Carlos Greer
cgreer@nypost.com
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Naomi 
Campbell (left) 

and Eiza González 
Ibiza the heat on a 
yacht in Spain to 

celebrate Michelle 
Rodriguez’s 46th 

birthday.

Sightings
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Enzo Says, It’s a HeatWave!

Sold in June | $19,950,000 (Last Asking)

Sold in June | $15,000,000 (Last Asking)

*MLS FIGURES FOR CURRENT LISTINGS AND CLOSED SALES RESPECTIVELY. **IN TOTAL WATERFRONT SALES WEST OF THE CANAL FROM 1/1/23 TO 12/31/23 ACCORDING TO MLS. ***AT DOUGLAS ELLIMAN. REAL TRENDS AND TOM FERRY FOR YEARS 2010-2021, DOUGLAS ELLIMAN FOR 2022-2023. © 2024 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL
ESTATE. 2488 MAIN ST, P.O. BOX 1251, BRIDGEHAMPTON, NY 11932. 631.537.5900 ALL MATERIAL PRESENTED HEREIN IS INTENDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. WHILE, THIS INFORMATION IS BELIEVED TO BE CORRECT, IT IS REPRESENTED SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL
PROPERTY INFORMATION, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO SQUARE FOOTAGE, ROOM COUNT, NUMBER OF BEDROOMS AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN PROPERTY LISTINGS SHOULD BE VERIFIED BY YOUR OWN ATTORNEY, ARCHITECT OR ZONING EXPERT. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

ENZO MORABITO TEAM
AT DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE

Enzo C. Morabito Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
M 516.695.3433 | O 631.725.7542
emorabito@elliman.com

#1 Team
in Waterfront Sales for the Hamptons**

#1 Hamptons Team
by Sales Volume 14 Years in a Row***

#12 Medium-sized Team
in the Nation at Douglas Elliman, 2023

$100Million in Listings &Over $60Million in Sales for theMonths of May and June*

Sold in May | $7,250,000 (Last Asking)

Sold in June | $4,395,000 (Last Asking)

Sold in May | $4,999,999 (Last Asking)

Sold in June | $1,999,000 (Last Asking)
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Stephen Yang for the N
ew

 York Post

A graduate 
— only in NY

Schools have 
changed. In my day it was 
shoulder bags. Today, it’s 
shoulder holsters.

I went to high school so 
long ago — the Dutch 
hadn’t even haggled for 
our 15-mile island yet.

I raced 
through An-
drew Jackson 
High School in 
Jamaica, 
Queens. 

A four-year 
course — I did 
it in three years. 
My IQ in the 
high 90s. 

But there was 
Home Ec. 
Home Econom-
ics — you had 
to sew. I can’t 
sew. Because I 
couldn’t make 
my own gradu-
ation dress the 
principal de-
nied my gradu-
ation, my going 
to college and 
my diploma. 

I’m in the NY 
Post since 1981. 
I’m living proof 
that nothing 
will ever hap-
pen to a person 
in life if they 
don’t go to Har-
vard, Yale, Co-
lumbia — 
where the main 
subject is learn-
ing to hate your 
fellow human beings.

I thank our gorgeous 
Gov. Kathy Hochul, 
handsome Mayor Eric 
Adams, Schools Chancel-
lor David Banks, the om-
nipotent Randi Wein-
garten with p.r. exec 
Robert Zimmerman for 
organizing this. 

Plus, my 30-year friend 
Judge Judy, TV’s highest-

paid star, who still owes 
me $7 for losing in gin.

THE principal — and 
who knows where his re-
mains now remain — said 
to me: “You cannot gradu-
ate. You can’t go to col-
lege. And I will see to it 
that you cannot get your 
diploma.”

I remain living proof 
that I could not go on to 
higher education.

This aged story came 
about accidentally at din-
ner with union chief of 
education Randi Wein-
garten, and our mutual 
friend p.r. man Robert 

Zimmerman.
Randi couldn’t believe 

it. She said, “That’s what 
happened in those days 
before unions. When 
principals could make 
their own rules.” 

So yesterday she orga-
nized for this still-active 
school (the original prin-
cipal’s bones are now 
elsewhere) to hand me 

my diploma. It’s in my 
maiden name — Cynthia 
Heller. 

Fotogs came, reporters 
came, friends came, the 
governor and the mayor 
came, Randi and the edu-
cation chancellor came, 
as did microphones, press 
and cameras and flowers.

A lifetime’s passed. I’ve 
written a column four 
days a week in the New 
York Post since 1981. I’ve 
written books (none of 
which were in the school’s 
library). I have had a TV 
documentary. 

I have lived with kings, 
queens and 
shahs, and am 
now living proof 
that life doesn’t 
end if you don’t 
go to a fancy 
schmancy Ivy 
League school. 

I’m also on 
WABC radio ev-
ery Sunday 2 
p.m., and I thank 
the station’s co-
owner Margo 
Catsimatidis 
for Arnold the 
driver, WABC 
president Chad 
Lopez and for 
her car schlep-
ping me to Ja-
maica.

So the message 
is: Everyone — 
anyone — can 
make it. It’s a 
question of 
working — and 
working — and 
trying. And not 
being scared.

And, because I 
am a widow and 
an orphan . . . 
just asking 
Keith Poole, 
editor of the NY 
Post, to give me 

a raise.
And remember the im-

mortal words of Irving 
Meyer Cicero, who at 
election time said: “Lis-
ten, education is wonder-
ful. It helps you worry 
about things all over the 
world.” 

For me, only in New 
York, kids, only in New 
York.

No, no & no!

Bail on Yale
Cindy
Adams
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At least 11 illegal migrants 
are among the 27 people ar-
rested and accused of tak-
ing part in the melee during 
the COPA America final in 
Miami, The Post can reveal.

Luis Beltran Martinez and 
Elkin Mayorga, both Colom-
bian nationals, are among 
the migrants arrested after 
fans stormed Hard Rock 
Stadium Sunday during the 
tournament final between 
Colombia and Argentina.

They were both charged 
with battery on a law en-
forcement officer and tres-
passing. Mayorga is also 
facing charges of disorderly 
intoxication and resisting 
an officer with violence.

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) has a 
hold on their cases and at 
least nine others with lesser 
charges, according to arrest 
records.

ICE issues a hold on a 
case when they’re request-
ing to take migrants into 
their custody if authorities 
intend to release them.

Internal Homeland Secu-
rity documents obtained by 
The Post show that May-
orga crossed the southern 
border illegally on March 
24, 2022, in Yuma, Arizona, 
and was arrested by border 
agents. Three days later, he 
was released with a track-
ing device as part of ICE’s 
Alternatives to Detention  
program.  Jennie Taer

Migrants 
busted in 
COPA riot

A 64-year-old man 
jumped to his death from a 
luxury Midtown hotel Tues-
day morning, cops said.

The man plunged from  
the 20th floor of The Kim-
berly Hotel on East 50th 
Street near Lexington Ave-
nue and landed in the third-
floor courtyard, police said.

He was pronounced dead 
by responding EMS workers 
around 10 a.m., and the 
NYPD responded to the 
scene around 10:20 a.m.

The man was not immedi-
ately identified.

The boutique suite hotel 
is home to 154 spacious lux-
ury suites, most  with pri-
vate balconies, according to 
its website. Amanda Woods

Death leap 
in Midtown

New York City Schools 
Chancellor David Banks 
claimed Tuesday that par-
ents don’t care if class-
rooms are overcrowded, as 
he argued against a billion-
dollar-plus state mandate to 
reduce their size.

Banks testified at a public 

hearing in Albany where  he 
asked legislators to adjust 
the formula used to fund 
schools around the state so 
the Big Apple can fund the 
smaller-class-size mandate.

Shortly before, Banks 
spoke at a Police Athletic 
League luncheon in Man-

hattan along with billionaire 
businessman and Harlem 
native John Catsimatidis.

He and Catsimatidis drew 
on their shared experience 
in the city’s public school 
system, saying they grew up 
in “overcrowded” class-
rooms and turned out fine.

Banks noted that according 
to the state’s guidelines, 
classes at Manhattan’s Stuyv-
esant HS are “overcrowded” 
— yet “everyone is doing ex-
traordinarily well.”

“And the parents are say-
ing to us, ‘Whatever you do, 
to meet this law, do not cut 

off the enrollment number. 
Don’t lower the enrollment 
number. We don’t care that 
it’s overcrowded,’ ” he said.

“But what is better than 
class sizes is a high-quality 
teacher,” Banks said. 

Aneeta Bhole 
and Vaughn Golden

Chancellor: Small classes not important

M
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 Photos via G
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fall star: Singer Ingrid Andress apologized on 
Instagram (right) for being “drunk” when she butchered 
the national anthem at the MLB Home Run Derby on 
Monday night, saying she was headed to rehab.

By Jaclyn Hendricks

Country singer Ingrid Andress revealed 
Tuesday she was “drunk” during her 
much-maligned rendition of the national 
anthem ahead of Monday’s Home Run 
Derby and is “checking myself into a facil-
ity today to get the help I need.”

“I’m not gonna bulls--t y’all, I was drunk 
last night,” Andress said in a statement on 
social media. “I’m checking myself into a 
facility today to get the help I need. That 
was not me last night. I apologize to MLB, 
all the fans, and this country I love so 
much for that rendition. I’ll let y’all know 
how rehab is I hear it’s super fun.”

Andress, 32, was widely panned for her 
rendition of “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
at Globe Life Field in Arlington, Texas, 
with some MLB All-Stars, including Phil-
lies third baseman Alec Bohm, struggling 
to remain composed.

“Bohm trying not to laugh lmao,” one X 
user posted on Monday while another 
wrote Bohm “was having a hard time” 
keeping a straight face.

The four-
time Grammy nominee, known for songs 
such as “Lady Like” and “More Hearts 
Than Mine,” drew comparisons to Fergie 
and Roseanne Barr, who have been 
mocked for their cringe-worthy renditions 
of the national anthem in the past.

“May have moved Roseanne Barr down 
to number two worst anthem!!” one X 
user exclaimed Monday.

Another posted, “Still better than Fergie. 
Poor girl couldn’t hear herself.”

Barr screeched her way through “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” in 1990, when she 
performed at a San Diego Padres game, 
capping  the infamous moment by grab-
bing her crotch and spitting on the 
pitcher’s mound. 

Fergie was ripped for her bizarre rendi-
tion at the 2018 NBA All-Star Game and 
later addressed the backlash.

“I’m a risk taker artistically, but clearly 
this rendition didn’t strike the intended 
tone,” she said at the time. “I love this 
country and honestly tried my best.”

jhendricks@nypost.com

Derby anthem 
singer ‘drunk’
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DOWNLOAD THE 77 WABC RADIO APP
STREAM 77 WABC & MUSICRADIO 77

ENABLE WABC RADIO.
PLAY WABC RADIO.
@77WABC @77WABCRADIO@77WABCRADIO

RADIO.COM
770 AM New York City • 107.1 FM Eastern Long Island

ONE OF NORTH AMERICA’S MOST POWERFUL RADIO STATIONS

WABC
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE, EMAIL:
ADVERTISE @

WABCRADIO.COM

Listen
Live @
STREAMING
WORLDWIDE

THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

MILWAUKEE

SID ROSENBERG RITA COSBY BO SNERDLEY JEANINE PIRRO DOMINIC CARTER LARRY KUDLOW ANDREW GIULIANI

DAN HIRSCHL JAMES FLIPPIN CHAD LOPEZ KEVIN DROESCH ERIC SALAS WILL BIRNBAUM

LIVE COVERAGE
ALL DAY LONG!
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY • 19 HOSTS & SUPPORT STAFF
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A stroller-pushing maniac 
who shoved and spit on 
strangers in a series of at-
tacks in Manhattan took a 
plea deal on Monday — and 
faces five years behind bars.

Sam Mensah, 33, pleaded 
guilty to assault charges in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
just as he was set to face 
trial this week for assault-
ing at least five women on 
the Upper East Side in 2023, 
prosecutors said.

Mensah, who had racked 
up nearly a dozen prior ar-
rests, became a neighbor-
hood staple for months due 
to his violent, unprovoked 
attacks — with surveillance 
images catching him pushing 
a young boy in a black Bravo 
stroller during the assaults.

He was nabbed in Septem-
ber 2023 for shoving a grand-
mother, 64,  near East 77th 
Street and Third Avenue.

Mensah will be remanded 
until his sentencing on 
Sept. 5. Dorian Geiger 

and Kyle Schnitzer

Stroller 
spitter 

gets plea Serpent slithers into 
capital’s water main

By Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

It’s enough to make your skin 
crawl.

An Albany Water crew work-
ing on the capital city’s pipes 
stumbled on a shocking clog in 
the system — a 14-foot boa con-
strictor that was living inside a 
water main, local officials say.

The workers were repairing 
the 48-inch water main at Tiv-
oli Preserve on Friday when 
they were startled by the slith-
ery intruder, Albany Water said 
on Facebook.

News of the snake’s appear-
ance was but a footnote in the 
agency’s update on the repairs.

“In other news: during mobi-
lization to the main break repair 
Friday the crews were encoun-
tered by a 14ft Boa Constrictor 
that had come from the woods 
to the site,” the post said.

The city called in the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation to remove the 
critter.

Albany Water said the inci-
dent shouldn’t affect the city’s 
water supply.

SSSSSurprise! Crews repairing a 48-inch water main at Tivoli 
Preserve in Albany encountered a 14-foot boa constrictor living in-
side. It was removed by the Dept. of Environmental Conservation.

RETAIL PRICE

$599

90% OFF
NOW JUST

$59
plus s&h

PAY BY CHECK: Timepieces International Inc. 10701 NW 140th Street, Suite 1,
Hialeah Gardens, FL 33018

CALL NOW TOLL FREE 24/7 ON: 1-800 733 8463
PLEASE QUOTE NP4TFR OR ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.timepiecesusa.com/NP4TFR

Introducing the Ferrara: a testament to timeless elegance and un-
paralleled affordability. This classic men’s watch combines the rich
luster of a two-tone gold and steel finish with the sophistication of a
classic detailed white dial, offering a piece of unmatched luxury for
just $59 plus S&H with offer code NP4TFR. Designed for the dis-
cerning gentleman who appreciates the finer things in life without the
hefty price tag, the Ferrara is not just a timepiece; it’s a statement of
style and refinement.

Crafted for durability and adorned with an air of classic charm, the
Ferrara watch is your companion for every occasion. Whether you’re
dressing up for a formal event or keeping it casual, this watch tran-
scends trends, making you the epitome of class. Experience the el-
egance of the Ferrara and add a touch of sophistication to every
moment.

*$59 special offer limited to the first 50 orders!
*Less than 100 left in stock!

The Ferrara Two-Tone Edition:
A Touch of Gold, A Touch of Class

Watch Specifications:
• Luxurious Two-Tone Gold & Steel Finish
• Roman Numeral Hour Markers
• Classic Detailed White Dial
• Secure Fold Over Clasp
• Date Feature
• Signature Presentation Box
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Ousted Trump prosecutor 
Nathan Wade has finalized 
his “difficult divorce” from 
his wife following his affair 
scandal with Georgia Dis-
trict Attorney Fani Willis, 
according to his ex-wife’s 
lawyers.

Wade and wife of 26 
years, Joycelyn Wade, set-
tled their Cobb County, 
Georgia divorce case Mon-
day, court records show and 
Joycelyn’s lawyers con-
firmed to The Post.

“The Wade’s divorce is in-
deed finalized,” said Steph-
anie Weil, Joycelyn’s attor-
ney. “Divorce is a very pain-
ful process even under ordi-
nary circumstances, but 
Joycelyn endured a particu-
larly difficult divorce by 
any measure.”

The settlement terms 
were not immediately made 
public in court records.

“Despite the cacophony 
of false accusations levied 
by her former husband and 
those with political agen-
das, Joycelyn Wade always 
remained above the fray 
displaying dignity and 
grace,” Weil said. “In that 
spirit, we will not be com-
menting on the particulars 
of the divorce.”

“Our team was privileged 
to walk alongside Joycelyn 
on this challenging journey 
and we know her future will 
be full of the happiness she 
so richly deserves,” the law-
yer added.

Priscilla DeGregory

Fani beau 
divorce 

is official

A Wisconsin restaurant 
owner and his daughter 
died when they became lost 
during a scorching hike in a 
Utah park last week.

Albino Herrera Espinoza, 
52, and Beatriz Herrera, 23, 
were trekking in Canyon-
lands National Park on Fri-
day when they lost their 
way and ran out of water, 
according to the San Juan 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

The 8.1-mile Syncline 
Loop they hiked on is de-
scribed by the National Park 
Service as the most chal-
lenging trail in the park’s Is-
land in the Sky district.

Temperatures there  
soared above 100 degrees 
on Friday. Olivia Land

2 hikers die 
in Utah park

A  NEW survey shows college 
students know just about 
nothing about their country. 

When asked about the na-
tion’s history, its leaders, and our 
governmental structure, Ameri-
can college students categorically 
failed on all fronts according to a 
new survey.

Universities might be churning 
out the next generation of pro-
gressive activists, but when it 
comes to civics they’re straight up 
illiterate.

The grim survey, called “Losing 
America’s Memory,” polled more 
than 3,000 undergraduates and 
was conducted by the American 
Council of Trustees and Alumni in 
May and June.

When it came to America’s his-
tory, students had massive gaps in 
their knowledge. Just 31% could 
identify James Madison as the Fa-
ther of the Constitution, and only 
28% knew that the 13th Amend-
ment freed slaves. 

They might be college educated, 
but they sure are ignorant.

How the government functions 

is apparently a big blind spot, too, 
with  60% of students failing to 
identify the length of congressio-
nal terms. Less than a third (32%) 
knew that an impeachment trial 
takes place before the Senate — 
and that’s “despite living through 
two recent presidential impeach-
ment trials,” as ACTA points out.

Pitiful on past & present
They also appear not to know 

who is in charge, either.
Just 27% could identify Kamala 

Harris as the president of the Sen-
ate (28% incorrectly said it was  
Joe Biden). Only 37% knew John 
Roberts is the chief justice of the 
Supreme Court, and a mere 35% 
knew Mike Johnson is the speaker 
of the House. 

According to ACTA, the results 
are “alarming” and reveal a “dan-
gerous level of civic illiteracy” 
that “should concern all Ameri-
cans.”

They’re entirely right. 
College students might be profi-

cient in gender ideology and criti-
cal race theory, but they are flunk-
ing on the most important topic of 
all: responsible citizenship.

We’ve long known that civics 
education in our K-12 system is ab-
solutely dismal. 

According to the Nation’s Re-
port Card, just 22% of American 
eighth-graders are proficient in 
civics, and worse yet just 13% are 
proficient in basic-level US his-
tory.

That’s a hugely disappointing 
failure of our educational system 
— and one that colleges and uni-
versities should be working tire-
lessly to close.

Instead, they’ve abdicated the 
responsibility to inculcate even 
the most basic knowledge re-
quired to be an informed and en-
gaged citizen.

“It should not be possible to get 
a bachelor’s degree without learn-
ing the basics of American history 
and government, but this is the 
norm,” ACTA Vice President of 
Policy Bradley Jackson said in a 
statement about the survey. “[Col-
leges] must lead the way toward a 
renewal of civic education, rather 
than aggravating polarization and 
flattening our discourse with illib-
eral ideology.”

Between all the core curriculum 
requirements and new student 
orientations that colleges foist 
upon their students, surely there 
should also be room to ensure that 
kids are ready to engage in our 
democratic process once they 
leave campus gates.

But colleges seem more intent 
on instilling woke ideology than 
civic literacy — creating a gradu-
ating class filled with more agi-
tated activists than informed citi-
zens.

Not-so-bright future 
This next generation of students 

is living through a tense moment 
in the American story, between 
mass rioting, historical polariza-
tion, and now even assassination 
attempts.

They should be more informed 
and engaged than ever. History is 
being written before their eyes. 
Their votes could determine the 
future of their nation. How in the 
world, then, are they so woefully 
uninformed?

Students in higher education are 
supposed to be the most educated 
of our populace. If even our de-
gree-holding citizens are failing 
on such a fundamental level, our 
future is dim.

We should be demanding better 
of our colleges and universities. 
It’s time to overhaul their priori-
ties. 

Civic literacy should be the ab-
solute minimum requirement of a 
college education. Instead, it’s a 
massive blind spot.

U. don’t know jack

by george! Good luck expecting college students to ID the key figure in “Washington Crossing the Delaware.” Just 31% knew who James Madison was.

Em
anuel Leutze
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By Brooke Steinberg

Hellen Obiri, the Kenyan dis-
tance runner and two-time Olym-
pic silver medalist, will make his-
tory at the 2024 Paris Olympics — 
thanks to her shoes.

Her footwear, from sportswear 
company On, is sprayed together.

The Cloudboom Strike LS  is cre-
ated from a single continuous fila-
ment — in just three minutes.

The robot arm holds the sole up 
to a sprayer as the arm rotates the 

shoe and releases thermo-
plastic polyurethane 

(TPU) — a material 
with characteristics 

of both plastic and 
rubber — spi-

raling the 
stream as a 
helix. It 

lands as a 
single continu-

ous string and bonds to the sole 
and itself without any glue. 

Next, the robot arm will pass the 
shoe along to another robot that 
sprays it with color. That cures in 
just three minutes, and then the 
shoes are immediately ready for 
wearing.

How’s it made?
The technology is revolutionary 

because the shoe’s upper is the 
hardest part to produce. While the 
fluffy outsoles are made in a mold, 
the upper deals with all the intrica-
cies of traditional garment produc-
tion such as stitching, glue, fabrics 
and tension wires. “Modern shoe-
making is not so modern,” Ilmarin 
Heitz, senior director of footwear 
at On, told The New York Times. 
“It’s just using 2D patterns . . . and 
we’re trying to wrap them around 
a very complex 3D shape.”

He added that the material used 
in LightSpray technology is so 
form-fitting that athletes often opt 
to wear it without socks.

Now, the shoes are going to get 
their world debut at the Olympics 
in Paris — though Obiri was ini-
tially hesitant. 

“The first time I saw the shoes, I 
said, ‘No,’ ” Obiri told the  Times. 
“ ‘I can’t run with these.’

“In the changing room, even my 
colleagues were saying, ‘It’s a 

joke,’ ” she added. “They were say-
ing, “You can’t use these shoes for 
a marathon.’ ”

She decided to try wearing them 
in practice and eventually the Bos-
ton Marathon in April — which 
she won. 

“She wouldn’t give them back,” 
quipped Nils Altrogge, the di-
rector of innovation, technology 
and research for On.

“When you trust the shoes, you 
have that mentality, like, I’m going 
to run fast,” Obiri shared.

On claims that the technology 
doesn’t just decrease production 

time — it also reduces 75% of the 
carbon footprint of the upper 
­production.

“One of the visions was, imag-
ine if you go to a race, you have 
one of these robots with you, and 
on race day if it’s wet or dry, the 
robot sprays you a perfect shoe 
for the moment,” Heitz explained. 
“And at the end of the race you 
take it off, recycle it and go to the 
next race.”

Oddly enough, the idea for this 
kind of production came four 
years ago on Halloween from a 
senior member of On’s innovation 

team, Johannes Voelchert.
Voelchert saw a video of some-

one who squeezed a thin filament 
of hot glue into a fluff of spider 
web and wondered if a shoe could 
be made the same way.

Heitz was all for it.
“My brief was, ‘You go wild, go 

crazy, and I pay.’ ”
The Cloudboom Strike LS was 

the debut of LightSpray technol-
ogy. It was first offered for a lim-
ited time in April, but it will be 
available again this fall for $330 — 
just in time for the New York City 
Marathon on Sunday, Nov. 3.

Big step: Kenyan distance runner Hellen Obiri will race in 
the upcoming Paris Olympics wearing the Cloudboom Strike 
LS, a synthetic shoe that’s sprayed on and hardens (above)

Olympian wears ‘spray-on’ shoes
A
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Tragic 
Bx. boy 
a ‘sweet 

child’
A 5-year-old boy who died 

after he was found foaming 
at the mouth in his family’s 
Bronx apartment was the 
youngest of five being raised 
by their struggling dad who 
was facing eviction, his fam-
ily told The Post.

De’Neil Timberlake, de-
scribed by his grandfather as 
“a beautiful soul,” was pro-
nounced dead at St. Barna-
bas Hospital shortly after his 
father found him uncon-
scious inside the apartment 
in Belmont around 3:30 am 
on Sunday, authorities said.

“He was a sweet child,” 
grieving grandfather Joseph 
James said. “He was sweet 
as hell. He didn’t cause any 
trouble. I’m broken-hearted 
right now.

“He liked playing with his 
brothers and sisters. He 
liked running, he liked 
jumping,” James said. “He 
liked to eat french fries and 
hotdogs. He loved to give 
hugs and he loved to smile.”

He defended De’Niel’s fa-
ther, who was “doing his 
best” with his children.

“The father is not a bad 
person,” James said. “He 
lives here by himself with 
them. He takes care of three 
kids by himself. Most fa-
thers don’t want to care for 
one. It’s a tragedy. An acci-
dental tragedy. 

“They make my grand-
son’s father look like a mon-
ster. It’s just wrong.”

No charges have been 
filed in the case.

James told The Post that 
his grandson vomited while 
sleeping on his back and 
choked to death.

 Georgett Roberts
 and Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

de’neil timberlake
“A beautiful soul.”

The  Islamic State claimed 
responsibility for an attack 
at a Shi’ite Muslim mosque 
in Oman, the group said on 
Tuesday, which left at least 
nine people dead, including 
three attackers, a rare secu-
rity breach in the oil-pro-
ducing Gulf state.

The attack on Monday, 
which is unusual in the 

wealthy, Sunni Muslim-
dominated Gulf states, 
raises fears the Islamic State 
group may be trying to gain 
a foothold in new territory.

“Three suicide attackers 
from the Islamic State at-
tacked last night a gather-
ing of Shi’ite [Muslims] 
while they were practicing 
their annual rituals at a 

temple in the Wadi al-Kabir 
district in the  capital,” ac-
cording to group’s state-
ment, which cited three se-
curity sources.

The Islamic State fighters 
fired on Shi’ite worshippers 
and exchanged gunfire with 
Omani security forces until 
morning, the statement 
added. Reuters

IS claims deadly mosque blitz
 Police in Greece say sus-

pected members of a gang 
charged with extortion, 
bombings, arson attacks 
and multiple assaults have 
been linked to soccer-re-
lated violence in Athens.

Maj. Gen. Fotis Douitsis, 
head of the police’s criminal 
investigations in greater 
Athens, said Tuesday that 17 
suspected members of the 

gang were arrested in raids 
across the capital on Sunday.

Police seized automatic 
weapons, hand guns, hand 
grenades, swords, knives, 
brass knuckles and 248,090 
euros ($270,000) in cash.

“What is alarming is that 
members of the criminal or-
ganization participated in [vi-
olent] incidents involving 
soccer fans,” Douitsis said. AP

Soccer gang goons
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By Haley Brown

The Adams administra-
tion this month will again 
begin requiring low-
income residents to show 
they are trying to get work 
if they want to receive an 
extra cash supplement, 
ending a COVID-era pause 
in the taxpayer-funded 
multibillion-dollar pro-
gram.

More than 552,000 New 
Yorkers who receive the 
cash benefit will be subject 
to the mandatory work re-
quirements again starting 
July 28.

The reinstatement comes 
as the city deals with an 
unprecedented number of 
applications for the assist-
ance. In February, the De-

partment of Social Services 
reported a more than 25% 
increase in applications for 
cash assistance since Ad-
ams took office in 2022.

The Adams administra-
tion budgeted a staggering 
$2.46 billion in federal, 
state and city funds to 
cover the ballooning pro-
gram, city records show. 
The city  budgeted $1.99 
billion during the fiscal 
year that ended June 30 
and $1.57 billion in fiscal 
2022.

The money, given out in 
varying amounts based on 
household size, is intended 
to be used for necessities 
such as clothing, utilities 
and food.

An single adult can re-
ceive $183 a month, while  a 

family of three, can receive 
$389 monthly, Gothamist 
said.

According to a rep for 
the DSS, the Big Apple 
avoided reinstating the 
work requirements right 
after the pandemic  because 
“low-income New Yorkers 
were still reeling from its 
devastating economic im-
pact.”

But Monday, in an email 
to community partners, the 
DSS said the work require-
ments will be reinstated.  
Once a person is sanc-
tioned for failing to meet 
the work requirements, 
they could also lose other 
social services benefits, 
such as food stamps or 
housing subsidies, accord-
ing to the notice from DSS.

NYC reemploying 
conditions for aid
Ending COV-era job pause
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A federal appeals court  
Tuesday ruled a Minnesota 
law requiring a person to 
be at least 21 years old be-
fore obtaining a permit to 
carry a handgun in public 
for self-defense is unconsti-
tutional.

The St. Louis-based 8th  
Circuit Court of Appeals 
sided with gun rights 
groups in finding the state’s 
ban violated the rights of 
18- to 20-year-olds under 
the  Constitution’s Second 
Amendment right to keep 
and bear arms.

 Judge Duane Benton, 
writing for a panel of three 
jurists all appointed by Re-
publican presidents, held 
that under recent US Su-
preme Court rulings that 
have expanded gun rights, 
the state’s 2003 law could 
not be deemed valid.

“Importantly, the Second 
Amendment’s plain text 
does not have an age limit,” 
he wrote.

The panel upheld a low-
er-court judge’s ruling last 
year in favor of the Second 
Amendment Foundation, 
the Firearms Policy Coali-
tion and the Minnesota 
Gun Owners Caucus, gun 
rights groups which had 
sued alongside some of 
their members.

Gun rights groups have 
filed similar lawsuits chal-
lenging age-based restric-
tions on carrying firearms 
in other states. Reuters 

Minn. gun 
age law 
is tossed

 The chief of Russia’s gen-
eral staff, Valery Gerasimov, 
thanked Russian forces  
Tuesday for capturing the 
village of Urozhaine in 
Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk 
region, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry said.

Russian forces have cap-
tured a string of villages 
since seizing the strategic 
city of Avdiivka in Donetsk 
region in February. The re-
gion is the focal point of 
Russia’s slow advance 
through eastern Ukraine 
along the 600-mile front.

Unofficial Ukrainian 
bloggers acknowledged that 
Ukrainian forces had relin-
quished control of Uro-
zhaine. Reuters

Ukr. village 
captured

Karen Read has placed her “me-
ticulously maintained” four-bed-
room, three-bathroom home in 
Mansfield, Mass., on the market two 
weeks after her murder trial ended 
with a hung jury.

Read, who was accused of mowing 
down her Boston cop boyfriend John 
O’Keefe in 2022, listed the two-story 
colonial-style house for $849,900.

“Ms. Read has not been living in 
Mansfield since last year and now 
wishes for another family to enjoy 

the property she spent many years 
enhancing,” Read’s real-estate agent 
Richard Rocci of RE/Max Platinum, 
told Boston.com.

Read, 44, and her murder investiga-
tion gained a cult following, with sup-
porters believing she had been 
framed, as her lawyers claimed. Pros-
ecutors had claimed she drunkenly — 
but intentionally — ran over O’Keefe 
after she dropped him off at his 
friend’s home and then left him out in 
a snowstorm to die. Allie Griffin

Own Karen’s pad for 849G
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‘Fin & bear 
it’: A 7-foot shark’s 
fin surfaced just a 
few feet from a life-

guard’s surfboard as 
he paddled about 30 
yards from the shore 

of Lido Beach  on 
Monday. The sight-
ing led to an hour-

long closing.

Shark swims by lifeguard, shuts LI beach

‘Jaws’ 
for 

alarm

By Matt Troutman

It was a “Jaws”-dropping en-
counter.

A 7-foot shark swam uncomfort-
ably close to a Long Island life-
guard paddling just off the shore 
of Lido Beach on Monday after-
noon, forcing the temporary clo-
sure of the sandy stretch, local au-
thorities say.

The lifeguard remained calm as 
a shark’s signature fin surfaced a 
few feet from his board about 30 
yards from shore, said Hempstead 
Town Supervisor Don Clavin.

The toothy beast then swam 
past the guard without incident, 
but the 5 p.m. sighting still 
prompted Lido lifeguards to whis-
tle bathers in from the water and 
close the beach for roughly an 
hour.

‘Latest sighting’
“It was very, very orderly,” 

Clavin said.
Lido Beach reopened Monday 

evening and remained open Tues-
day.

The shark sighting was only the 

latest in New York City-area wa-
ters this summer.

Two separate sightings off the 
Rockaways in Queens prompted 
temporary beach closures last 
week, and spotters along Long Is-
land eyed sharks into this week.

“We anticipated additional 
sightings taking place,” Clavin 
said. “When it happens, our life-
guards are trained.”

Beyond the surfing lifeguard, 
Hempstead has jet ski-riding 
shark-patrollers, spotters on the 
shore and drones in the air, Clavin 
said.

The Hempstead area has seen 
more shark sightings in the past 
three years than the entire decade 
before — a spike Clavin attributes 
to warmer, cleaner water drawing 
in baitfish that are tasty morsels 
for hungry sharks.

Baitfish happen to draw sharks 
in the local beaches’ wading areas, 
where swimmers are cooling off 
from hot summer days, he said.

“So far, knock on wood, it’s pay-
ing off,” he said of new shark-spot-
ting measures. “The worst thing 
that people have to worry about is 
a sunburn.”

An Arizona dad charged with 
murder for leaving his 2-year-old 
daughter in a sweltering car was too 
busy playing games on PlayStation 
for more than three hours while the 
toddler died , new reports reveal.

Christopher Scholtes, a 37-year-
old father of three, claimed he only 
left little Parker Scholtes sleeping 
inside his 2023 Acura MDX for 30 
minutes after returning home from 
shopping because he didn’t want to 
wake her.

But newly released court records 
show he fiddled with video games 
for more than three hours — until 
his horrified doctor wife came 
home and found the girl dead inside 
his car, KPLC-TV News reported.

“I told you to stop leaving them in 
the car,” Erika Scholtes, an anesthe-
siologist, scolded her husband in 
text messages after the July 9 trag-
edy, the outlet reported.

“How many times have I told 
you?”  Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

Vid-iot busted in tot death
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A meteor soared over the 
Statue of Liberty before dis-
integrating about 30 miles 
above Midtown on Tuesday 
morning, according to 
NASA.

The space rock passed 
through the atmosphere 
over the Big Apple around 
11:15 a.m. — the same time 
New Yorkers reported see-
ing a flash of fire streak 
across the sky and felt the 
ground lightly shaking be-
neath their feet.

Twenty people across 
New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut reported see-
ing the fireball  — with one 
person saying it  was illumi-
nated green, yellow and 
white.

The speeding spectacle 
lasted about 30 seconds be-
fore fragmenting into three 
pieces, an eyewitness wrote 
to the American Meteor 
­Society.

NASA’s Meteor Watch es-
timates that the “daylight 
fireball” was first spotted 
about 40 miles above New 
York Harbor’s Upper Bay — 
where Lady Liberty stands.

Moving at a rate of 34,000 
miles per hour, “the meteor 
descended at a steep angle 
of just 18 degrees from ver-
tical,” NASA posted on  Fa-
cebook. No meteorites — or 
debris from outer space that 
hits the Earth’s surface — 
were produced by the 
event. Katherine Donlevy 

Fiery
meteor   
over NY

MILWAUKEE — A knife-
wielding homeless man 
who allegedly “heard voi-
ces” was shot dead outside 
the Republican National 
Convention Tuesday — 
marking the second fatality 
at a GOP event in days.

A witness at the scene told 
The Post that the man was 
swinging two steak knives at 
police about five blocks 
away from the GOP event’s 
headquarters — just two 
hours before the nation’s 
leading party members were 
slated to take the stage.

Several eyewitnesses said 
the victim was “shot in the 
back” while he was trying 
to run away from security.  

Amy Sikma
  and Caitlin Doornbos

Knifeman 
slain at RNC

D
aniella M

idenge / Flaunt

Cameron Brink was No. 2 in this year’s WNBA draft 
behind Caitlin Clark, but the 22-year-old LA Sparks 
rookie, who at 6-foot-3,  is quickly becoming the 
league’s leading fashion star, swishing and dish-
ing in Bulgari and Versace on the cover of Flaunt. 
“You get the sleep you can,” she says of her whirl-
wind year. “I think you just take advantage of the 
momentum that’s around the sport right now.”
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Mystery 
Bangkok  
slayings
6 poisoned in hotel

By Emily Crane

Six people, including two Amer-
ican-Vietnamese and four Viet-
namese nationals, were found 
dead and foaming at the mouth in 
a luxury hotel in Thailand on 
Tuesday in what cops are investi-
gating as deliberate poisoning.

Local news outlet Khaosod En-
glish reported that cops are look-
ing at whether possible “cult ac-
tivities” or business-related is-
sues could be to blame for the 
mysterious deaths after the bod-
ies were discovered at the five-
star Grand Hyatt Erawan in Bang-
kok just after 5:30 p.m.

 Maj. Gen. Theeradet Thum-
suthee, investigative commander 
of the Metropolitan Police Bu-
reau,  confirmed they were likely 
poisoned and appeared to have 
consumed coffee and tea in the 
room.

The guests had checked in to 
different rooms over the week-
end, but their bodies were found 
in one room, with no signs of any 
struggle, Bangkok Police Chief Lt. 
Gen. Thiti Sangsawang said.

“This was not self-harm, but 
someone caused the deaths,” 
Thiti said, adding that police were 
currently looking for a seventh 
person, also a Vietnamese na-

tional, connected to the group.
A hotel maid made the grim dis-

covery after the three men and 
three women failed to check out 
on time.

Their luggage was found packed 
and ready to go by the door, the 
Thiti  said.

Investigators are  testing several 
drinks that were found inside the 
room after traces of “suspicious 
substances” were spotted floating 
in the cups and glasses.

Food that had been ordered via 
room service hadn’t been 
touched, Thiti noted.

Two of the guests — Chong 
Sherine, 56, and Dang Hung Van, 
55 — both had American citizen-
ship, the Bangkok Post reported. 
The four others were identified 
as Nguyen Thi Phuong Lan, 47; 
Pham Hong Thanh, 49; Tran 
Dinh Phu, 37; and Nguyen Thi 
Phuong, 46.

The relationship between the 
dead isn’t  known.

“We are tracing every step since 
they got off the plane,” Thiti said.

Another person, who is be-
lieved to be a tour guide, was re-
portedly taken in for questioning 
by cops in the aftermath, al-
though it wasn’t clear if 
they were a suspect. 

With  Wires
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President Biden on Sunday 
announced an FBI investiga-
tion into the Secret Service’s 
astounding failure to protect 

Donald Trump at the rally in But-
ler, Pa., promising the probe 
would be “thorough and swift.”

But it’s folly to trust a federal 
law enforcement agency to oblit-
erate interagency niceties by ex-
posing all the foibles and flubs of 
fellow G-men.

Instead, we’ll likely see a vin-
tage DC investigation along these 
lines: Please tell us if you 
screwed up. Also, is there some-
one else we can blame? 

Congress is jumping on the Se-
cret Service’s Butler debacle, as-
serting its right to investigate. 

House Oversight Committee 
Chairman James Comer has re-
quested Secret Service chief 
Kimberly Cheatle to “preserve all 
documents” tied to the Trump 
shooting, and Cheatle could take 
a high-profile hammering before 
the committee next week. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Lance 
Gooden (R-Texas), citing a lack of 
“faith in the current FBI leader-
ship,” joined Rep. Jim Banks 
(R-In.) to call for a select House 
committee, while Sens. Rand 
Paul (R-Ky.) and Gary Peters 
(D-Mich.) announced plans for a 
bipartisan Senate investigation.

Yet the White House is telling 
Americans to 
blindly trust an 
agency whose ac-
ronym is now 
widely presumed 
to stand for Fol-
lowing Biden’s Instructions. 

This is the same FBI that kow-
towed when Team Biden wanted 
parents who protested school 
closures and mask mandates at 
school board meetings to be cat-
egorized as terrorist threats.  An 
FBI analysis in 2021 recom-
mended targeting conservative 
Catholics — and claimed the Bu-
reau could “distinguish the bad 
Catholics from the good ones” 
based on their “preference for 
‘the Traditional Latin Mass and 
pre-Vatican teachings.’ ”

The agency knew early on that 
Hunter Biden’s laptop was bona 
fide, but did nothing to debunk 
the claims by CIA officials and 
others that it was Russian disin-
formation prior to the 2020 elec-
tion.  FBI officials also browbeat 
Twitter and other social media 
companies to suppress The Post’s 
bombshell laptop revelations.

Will the FBI treat the Secret 
Service like it did Hillary Clinton’s 
2016 presidential campaign? The 
agency shrugged off the destruc-
tion of tens of thousands of sub-
poenaed emails tied to her breach 
of federal classified data laws. 

Actually, the Secret Service has 
already been caught destroying 
far more evidence.  

In January 2021, a Secret Service 
sweep missed a 
pipe bomb planted 
outside the Demo-
cratic National 
Committee head-
quarters shortly be-

fore Kamala Harris, then the Vice 
President-elect, arrived there. 
Months later, the agency admitted 
it had erased the cellphone 
records of dozens of officials and 
agents — after they were re-
quested by the department’s in-
spector general. 

No Secret Service official faced 
any penalty for that. Is the rou-
tine destruction of self-incrimi-
nating evidence a perk of federal 
law enforcement?

Biden declared on Sunday, “We 
don’t yet have any information 
about the motive of the shooter . . . 
Let the FBI do their job.”

Like the job done by the FBI 
after the 2016 Pulse nightclub 
massacre in Orlando, perhaps?  
Police repeatedly spoke with 
shooter Omar Mateen via cell-
phone as he was killing 49 people 
while pledging allegiance to the 
Islamic State. But the FBI initially 

expunged the comments from 
the phone transcripts, enabling 
President Barack Obama to 
falsely portray the attack as hav-
ing been spurred by anti-gay bias. 

More recently, the FBI fought to 
suppress the crazed writings of 
Audrey Hale, the transgender 
mass killer who attacked the Cov-
enant Christian School in Nash-
ville last year. One leaked excerpt 
purportedly revealed that Hale 
loathed the children for their 
“white privilege.”

Perhaps the best recent exam-
ple of an independent Biden ad-
ministration “investigation” is 
Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land’s willingness to risk jail 
rather than reveal the audiotape 
of his boss’ interview with Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Hur.  Team 
Biden will stonewall a congres-
sional subpoena for clearly polit-
ical reasons — what might they 
suppress regarding the assassi-
nation attempt on Trump?

If Biden’s rhetoric dubbing 
Trump a neo-Hitler influenced 
Secret Service decisions on the 
level of protection the Republi-
can deserved, for example, don’t 
expect the FBI to reveal it. 

So congressional investigations 
and whistleblower leaks are the 
best chance to get at the truth of 
the matter. 

Biden said Sunday that “noth-
ing is more important than 
[unity] right now.” 

But a façade of unity is no sub-
stitute for truth.

Unfit To Probe
Don’t trust the FBI to investigate Secret Service

 JAMES 
BOVARD

Bloody aftermath: Law enforcement agents killed Trump’s would-be as-
sassin, but critics question the FBI’s inquiry into the security breach.
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Conservative: Hey, Jack Smith — You’re Fired!
Monday, “special counsel Jack Smith heard the line Donald Trump 

made famous in ‘The Apprentice’: You’re fired!” quips The Wall Street 
Journal’s William McGurn. The line was from federal judge Aileen Can-
non, as she dismissed Smith’s classified-documents case against Trump. 
Cannon ruled that no statute authorizes Smith’s appointment, nor was he 
confirmed by the Senate. As Justice Clarence Thomas has noted, this is 
no “trifling technicality.” The need for a statute and for the Senate’s “ad-
vice and consent” stems from the Constitution’s Appointments Clause, a 
reaction to the Founders’ experience with the British monarchy. Cannon’s 
dismissal of the case, notes McGurn, is a “win” for Trump. But if she and 
Thomas are right, “it’s a bigger victory for the Constitution, the American 
people and all future presidents.”

From the left: Welcome to a ‘New Political Era’
After “the attempted assassination of Donald Trump, a series of rever-

sals may mark the beginning of a new political era,” marvels Matt Taibbi 
at Racket News. The White House OK’d Secret Service protection for 
RFK Jr., essentially admitting it had previously been denied “for political 
reasons” or “spite.” MSNBC pulled “Morning Joe,” an admission the 
show’s “format only holds up under something less than maximum scru-
tiny.” Meta lifted restrictions of Trump’s Facebook and Instagram ac-
counts. Dems’ lawfare games are failing. And Axios quoted a “senior 
House Democrat” saying, “We’ve all resigned ourselves to a second 
Trump presidency.” All this might signal the “collapse” of the notion 
Trump is such an “existential” threat he can’t be treated as any other poli-
tician. “We appear headed for a new world.”

Election watch: GOP Gets Behind Trump’s No. 2
“Donald Trump once privately told associates that . . . the field of possi-

ble [veeps] did not include a no-brainer,” i.e, “a candidate whose appeal 
was so strong, so obvious, and so broad that he or she would have been a 
consensus pick,” recalls Byron York at the Washington Examiner. On 
Monday, Trump “announced his choice: Sen. J.D. Vance.” Some GOPers 
would’ve preferred someone with more “executive experience.” Yet “ev-
erybody supports Trump,” so “now everybody supports Vance, too.” And 
“Vance’s Appalachian background and Marine experience” will benefit 
Trump, who believes he’d “help the ticket win the crucial states of Penn-
sylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin.” If Vance helps capture even one 
state, he’ll “very likely be the next vice president of the United States.”

Liberal: Vance Gives Dems a Shot
“A fully functional Democratic campaign might be able to make some 

hay” of Trump’s VP pick Sen. J.D. Vance, muses 
Nate Silver at the Silver Bulletin. They might 
treat him “as a cipher about whom little is known 
but who has been endorsed by right-wing groups 
like the authors of Project 2025.” They “had suc-
cess in running against these sorts of candidates 
in 2022.” “The question is whether the Demo-
cratic campaign is firing on anything resembling 
all cylinders right now,” given that it’s “spending 
much of its time in a defensive posture stage-
managing Biden’s appearances and fending off 
the intraparty revolt against him.” Yet another 
reason “a new Democratic ticket, with more ide-
ological balance than the Republican one, could 
perhaps offer a fresher spin.”

From the right: Don’s ‘Triply Smart’ Veep Pick
“A new bogeyman has emerged in US politics”: “James David ‘JD’ Vance,” 

snarks Daniel McCarthy at Spiked. Vance, 39 and now Donald Trump’s run-
ning mate, “is only half Trump’s age” and poised to be “more Trumpian 
than Trump – more of a populist, more right-wing and more disciplined and 
effective.” He’s “not a dull ‘movement’ man” and is deeply involved in 
“questions of the role of religion, and particularly the Catholic Church, in 
public life.” Vance has “attracted the most attention,” of course, as a “critic 
of US involvement in the war between Russia and Ukraine.” But he’s “a tri-
ply smart pick for vice-president,” because he’s “young, populist and gives 
the Trump movement a future.” — Compiled by The Post Editorial Board

J.D. Vance
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A Near-Assassination:
Secret Service on the Hook

The Issue:  The Secret Service’s failure to prevent the 
sniper attack on former President Donald Trump.

l The roof where the 
shooter was lying should 
have been under the di-
rect observation of the 
Secret Service (“Gun-
man’s easy view to a 
kill,” July 16). 

They should have had 
at least two or three 
agents on the highest 
roof in that warehouse 
area. There, they would 
have seen the sniper 
and killed him before 
he was able to fire. 

The roof was within 
150 yards of the stage 
former President Do-
nald Trump was speak-
ing from and had an un-
obstructed line of sight. 
No one should have been 
on a roof that had a clear 
view within 1,500 yards. 

If the area cannot be 
secured from snipers, 
there should be bullet-
proof glass around the 
stage or podium. This is 
not rocket science.  

Wayne Johnson
Alexandria, Va.

l The Secret Service re-
ally blew this one. How 
could they have utterly 
failed to cover every sin-
gle building within shoot-
ing distance of  Trump? 

Many years ago, I was 
visiting Jerusalem and 
staying at the King David 
Hotel. Another guest  was 
then-Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. Ev-
ery building around the 
hotel was covered by 
sharpshooters. What 
happened here?

  Harvey Strickon
Great Neck

l What happened to Do-
nald Trump on Saturday 
night  in Pennsylvania is a 
sad commentary.   

Whether you are a 
Trump supporter or not, 
the heinous act was 
deeply disturbing. I re-
spect the  Secret Service, 
but I feel the agency 
didn’t do a good job in 
advance work. 

How did the shooter 
get access to his weapon 
and the warehouse roof? 

Apparently, he was spot-
ted by spectators before 
the shots rang out, yet 
agents didn’t act.  

Matt Engel
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

l There is a lot of finger-
pointing between the Se-
cret Service and the FBI 
regarding Trump’s at-
tempted assassination. 

Right now, that should 
sit on the back burner. 
What should be ap-
plauded are the bravery 
and quickness of the Se-
cret Service agents who 
literally covered Presi-
dent Trump with their 
own bodies, knowing 
they could be shot. Save 
the bashing for a bit and 
praise the courage of the 
Secret Service.

Lorraine Fittipaldi 
Apollo Beach, Fla.

l Why, in this day and age 
of modern technology, 
didn’t the Secret Service 
have drones checking the 
perimeter?

Patricia Venalek
Macomb, Mich.

l Why didn’t the Secret 
Service secure the roof-
tops of the few small 
buildings overlooking 
the rally site? 

Why did they fire on 
the assailant only after he 
had shot Trump and oth-
ers at the rally, despite 
being advised  minutes 
previously by bystanders 
that a man with a rifle 

was crawling across a 
rooftop overlooking 
the venue? Is the Se-
cret Service that in-
competent? 

It’s almost as if the 
agency  hierarchy, or 
the counter-assault 
teams employed by 
them at this venue, 
were attempting to fa-
cilitate the assassina-
tion they were ostensi-
bly trying to prevent.

 Richard Sautner
Ridgewood, NJ

l It is obvious to every-
one that the Secret Ser-
vice completely dropped 
the ball by not having 
someone covering the 
roof. But rest assured, 
we’ll see few firings  be-
cause  the Biden adminis-
tration  will likely refuse 
to fire  DEI appointments. 

Jake McNicholas
Whitestone

l Florida Rep. Mike Waltz 
has accused the Secret 
Service of refusing to 
provide requested addi-
tional protection for  
Trump. 

The Secret Service 
then blamed local police 
for failing to secure an 
area outside the agents’ 
perimeter of responsibil-
ity. This sounds like an 
admission. 

The head of the Secret 
Service should resign.

Jorge Sierra
The Bronx

l The Secret Service did 
a poor job of getting 
Trump into the emer-
gency vehicle. 

It seems they sur-
rounded him with all 
agents being 6 feet or 
less, while Trump is 6 
feet 4 inches. If you look 
at the video, it shows his 
head above theirs and 
available for another 
clear shot.

Michael Shapiro
Boca Raton, Fla.

Donald Trump
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P resident Biden’s damage-control tour 
did yet more damage Monday, as his Les-
ter Holt interview went even worse than 
the one with George Stephanopoulos. 

Joe couldn’t even bring himself to apolo-
gize for saying Dems should put Donald 
Trump in a “bullseye,” instead lamely insist-
ing “I didn’t say crosshairs.” Cold comfort 
after an assassin’s bullet nearly felled Trump.

Rather than bring down the heat, he of-
fered more “end of democracy” in a man-
gled rush of words: “We have to stop the 
whole notion that there are certain things 
that are contrary to our democracy that 
we’re for. The idea of saying that you, that I 
didn’t win the election when every court in 
the land . . . including the conservative Su-
preme Court said we won, the idea of having 
a loyalty pledge from all of the folks.”

Behind the stumbles, he’s repeating the 
canard that Trump’s an aspirant dictator.

Whatever the question, Biden was a snap-
pish and cranky old man with nothing to say 
beyond a litany of familiar complaints.

He scolded Holt again and again for asking 
(gentle!) questions.  Pushed on his disas-
trous debate performance,   Joe said he didn’t 
“plan” to repeat it, as if he had planned the 

first one.
Then he fired off a sulky “Lester, look, why 

don’t you guys ever talk about the 18, the 28 
lies [Trump] told? Where are you on this? 
Why didn’t the press ever talk about that?”

When Holt mildly noted  the media have hit 
Trump over his lies, Biden got even more 
childish: “No you haven’t! No you haven’t!” 
Pathetic in anyone, let alone a sitting presi-
dent. Another answer:  “What’s up with you 
guys? C’mon, man.”

Petulance wasn’t the only failure on full 
display; so was Biden’s shaky grasp on real-
ity: Special counsel Robert Hur’s investiga-
tion of his document crimes had “concluded 
I didn’t do a damn thing wrong,” he asserted 
— when in fact Hur found Biden did plenty 
wrong, but wasn’t worth prosecuting be-
cause of his obvious senility.

Holt was firm but friendly; Biden’s just  too 
far gone to take advantage of any shot at re-
demption. Blame his cognitive decline — 
but also the fact that he has nothing of sub-
stance to say on any real issues, which is 
why he can’t drop the “democracy” noise.

As ugly as this media tour has been so far, 
Americans can be grateful: It’s letting them 
finally, truly see Biden for what he is. 

T hey won’t get fooled again. Jurors found 
Bob “Gold Bars” Menendez guilty on all 
18 counts Tuesday. 

He skated in his last corruption trial, in 
2017 — with jurors deadlocked, triggering a 
mistrial. This time, justice was served.

What arrogance: Menendez got away with 
his sleaze  — then went right back to rolling 
in it. His actions were just helping constitu-
ents,  “exactly what we want our elected offi-
cials to do,” insisted his lawyer, Adam Fee.

No: Constituents don’t include the Qatari 
and Egyptian governments. And they don’t 
reward you with a Mercedes, no-show jobs 
and high six figures in cash and gold bars.

Prosecutors laid out damning evidence of a 
mind-blowing list of favors that bribing Men-
endez bought, such as using his Senate heft 
to help Egypt win millions in US aid. “What 
else can the love of my life do for you?” his 

wife Nadine asked an Egyptian official.
Jurors convicted him on 16 felony counts, 

including fraud, bribery, extortion, obstruct-
ing justice and acting as an illegal foreign 
agent.  His sentence could total over 200 
years; pray it’s a good chunk of that.

Menendez’s vast corruption  deserves con-
sequences to match. And pols who abuse 
the public trust earn even higher sanctions.

 Bob is defying widespread calls to resign; 
he won’t even call off his bid for reelection 
as an independent (which could throw the 
race to the Republican). Many think he’s an-
gling for one more bribe: a presidential par-
don right after Election Day. 

The Senate should act now to make him 
the first senator expelled in more than a 
century.  Don’t wait on the Ethics Commit-
tee: Strip him of every possible chance to 
abuse his office for even one more day.

M ore proof that charter network Success 
Academy’s model doesn’t just work, it 
blows the competition out of the wa-

ter: In this year’s  Regents exams,   Success’ 
middle schoolers  beat the 2023 results of 
nearly 200,000 regular public high school-
ers by more than 30%.

How?   Most regular public schools keep 
hiding their own incompetence by lower-
ing the bar. Success believes kids can meet 
high standards, starts challenging them 
early and gives them the tools and support 
to be college-ready by graduation. 

Now the state’s education “leaders” are 
making Regents exams optional  — again 
giving up on teaching kids, even as they 
pretend that standardized tests are some-

how unfair to minority students.
The outcomes for the kids at Success 

pour cold water on that argument: Of the 
2,400 Success scholars who sat for the Re-
gents in June, 56% were black, 31% Hispanic 
and 74% economically disadvantaged — yet 
they passed with flying colors. 

Success’ model isn’t for every student — 
but it’s a winner for knowledge-hungry 
kids who, without the chance at a charter, 
would be stuck in poorly run neighborhood 
schools from kindergarten on — and so 
never encouraged and supported to bloom.

Instead, they’re thriving at Success. 
If Gov. Hochul and Mayor Adams still 

need a sign they should be pushing hard for 
new charters, here’s a big, flashing one.

Joe’s Self-Damage Tour

Expel Sen. ‘Gold Bars’ Now

Success Scholars Succeed Again
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Jews’ Rising Doubts 
About the Dems

POSTOPINION

It takes a lot to get Jews to shun Democratic candidates, but Joe Biden 
might’ve managed it. And not only because Jews, like everyone else, 
worry about Biden’s fitness for office for another four years.

The ducks were already lined up for a shift long before his disastrous 
debate debacle. Back in February, a Siena poll found Biden trailing Donald 
Trump among New York Jews, 53% to 44%.

Yes, New York Jews supported Trump over Biden — a shocking turn-
around for this reliably Dem demographic. Biden was behind again in May, 
too: 48% to 44%. Siena’s June poll put the prez back on top, 52% to 46%, but 
that’s the best he’s done over the past half year.

And remember: For the past century, Jews have generally given Demo-
crats running for president 70% of their votes or more. Lyndon Johnson and 
Franklin Roosevelt got 90%. Indeed, 
not since Jimmy Carter have Jewish 
voters lent less than 57% support to 
the Dem wannabe.

In 2020, Biden himself won over 
68% of Jewish voters — so even a 
drop to 50% or 55% in November 
would be telling. And potentially 
consequential: Despite Jews’ small 
numbers overall, Commentary’s 
John Podhoretz estimates their 
votes could throw swing-state 
Pennsylvania to Trump.

True, Siena’s small sample size 
means a large margin of error, and 
the poll only looked at New York’s 
Jews; other polls suggest Biden 
may do better nationally. But  New 
York is home to more than a quar-
ter of America’s Jewish population, 
and the fall-off here is nothing 
short of stunning. It can’t all be 
sampling error.

Already Jews have come out to 
eliminate one antisemitic Demo-
crat, Rep. Jamaal Bowman (NY), 
and are targeting another, Rep. Cori 

Bush (Mo.), who trails the challen-
ger in her upcoming Democratic 
primary by 23 percentage points.

What’s sparking the change?
Oct. 7 — and its aftermath. That 

was the worst day for Jews since 
the Holocaust. But what happened 
since then has opened their eyes to 
the left’s alarming antisemitism 
and hatred of Israel, which has 
been growing — and increasingly 
tolerated — among Dems.

At the 2012 Democratic conven-
tion, delegates booed at having their 
platform include language recogni-
zing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
Then came the rise of the left’s DEI, 
anti-racism and settler colonialism 
ideologies, which paint Jews as op-
pressors and colonizers.

Today, just 35% of Democrats 
sympathize more with Israelis than 
Palestinians, Gallup reported, com-
pared to a whopping 80% of Repub-
licans who side with Israelis.

For the first time in their lives, 
many Jews feel nervous about 
America as a refuge. A new survey 
by New York Solidarity Network 
found 40% of Empire State Jews 
believe the United States is no 
longer a safe haven for them.

They’re alarmed by endless anti-

Israel protests that feature barbs 
and even violence aimed at Jews — 
and by Biden saying protesters 
“have a point.” They see college ad-
ministrators not just refusing to 
condemn antisemitism but at times 
even engaging in it. And they see 
elite schools, and Dems like Biden, 
pushing the DEI agenda that turns 
students into antisemites.

Jews have watched as Democratic 
prosecutors like Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg refuse to 
charge protesters who intimidate 
and physically attack them.

They see Democratic members 
of The Squad absurdly accusing Is-
rael of genocide and demanding 
Biden stop it from pursuing the 
perpetrators of Oct. 7. And they see 

their president doing little to coun-
ter it all, knowing he’d raise holy 
hell if, say, blacks or the trans com-
munity were targeted.

On top of all that, Jews fret over 
Biden’s hostility toward Israel. Yes, 
his rhetoric immediately after Oct. 7 
— when he vowed to stand with the 
Jewish state  — couldn’t have been 
more encouraging. Yet he soon be-
gan blasting Israel for what he 
(falsely) called “indiscriminate 
bombing” and “over-the-top” mili-
tary action in Gaza.

He demands a cease-fire there 
and has withheld weapons for Is-
rael. He seeks to reward Hamas’ 
atrocities with the creation of a Pal-
estinian state that can be used as 
staging ground for more terror at-
tacks. Biden also reportedly blocked 
Israel from taking out Hezbollah at 
the war’s start, and instructed it not 
to respond to Iran’s massive missile-
and-drone attack.

He might just be seeking to pan-
der to his anti-Israel base. But it’s 
only more reason for Jews to sour 
on him and his party.

If Biden remains the Democratic 
nominee in November, we’ll find 
out just how steep a price Jews will 
make him pay for all that.

ADAM
BRODSKY

‘ For the first time . . . many Jews feel 
nervous about America as a refuge.  ’

President Biden’s foreign-
policy failures have set the 
world on fire — and the con-
flagration is now the backdrop 

as Republicans present their very 
different vision.

Biden has invited multiple con-
flicts by his projection of American 
weakness, his open border welcom-
ing drugs and terrorists, an energy 
policy that attacks American-made 
resources but promotes our ene-
mies’ products and a defense-indus-
trial base unprepared for war against 
China (let alone its wider axis).

In contrast, the GOP’s party plat-
form reflects a traditionally con-
servative if not hawkish national 
security approach: secure borders, 
a doctrine of “peace through 
strength” and a “bigger, better, and 
stronger” military.

Republicans promise to unleash 
American energy, counter China, 
defeat terrorism, stand with Israel 
and embrace modern military ob-
jectives like missile defense, AI and 
space dominance. They even pledge 
to deport foreign pro-Hamas radi-
cals from college campuses.

The agenda is no surprise, of 
course, since it reflects the way Do-
nald Trump largely governed for 
four years — often to the chagrin of 
his party’s neo-isolationists.

But it is policy outcomes where 
Trump and Biden most radically 
differ. Where Trump worked to 
build a wall along the southern 
border and dramatically lowered 
illegal entries, Biden’s reversals of 
Trump policies led to millions of 
illegal crossings — including thou-
sands from countries like China, 
Russia and Iran, and at least hun-
dreds more linked to ISIS.

Trump worked with Congress to 
increase defense spending. Biden 
tried to cut it. Biden’s disastrous 
withdrawal from Afghanistan was 
a double national-security night-
mare — breathing new life into Al 
Qaeda and ISIS-K, while embold-
ening America’s top state adversa-
ries to go on offense, starting with 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

Trump pushed NATO to increase 
its defense spending and unhook 
from Russian energy. Biden lifted 
sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline, embraced anti-American 
energy policies, gave Vladimir Pu-
tin a five-year extension on a 

flawed nuclear-weapons treaty and 
put Moscow in charge of brokering 
a new Iran deal.

Trump left the White House ex-
erting maximum pressure on Iran 
and extending maximum support 
to Israel, a strategy that yielded 
historic peace agreements. Biden’s 
record is one of maximum defer-
ence to Iran and pressure on Israel 
— a strategy that led to the worst 
massacre of Jews since the Holo-
caust, a seven-front war against Is-
rael and nonstop attacks on Red 
Sea commerce. The world’s leading 
state sponsor of terrorism is now 
on the one-yard line of the nuclear-
weapons threshold.

Trump established China as his 
top national-security priority and 
withdrew from the China-aligned 
World Health Organization after it 
helped hide the origins of COVID. 
Biden favored accommodation over 

confrontation with China in hopes 
of sealing an ineffectual climate-
change deal; our East Asian demo-
cratic allies are paying the price.

An already dangerous and unsta-
ble world will be far worse four 
years from now if we maintain open 
borders, focus on wokism over win-
ning in our military, stifle American 
energy, expand our debt, degrade 
our defense industrial base and let 
Iran acquire nuclear weapons while 
disinvesting from our own.

Restoring deterrence, however, 
demands strong leadership. Deter-
rence has two pillars: capability 
and will. Every American president 
has capability, thanks to the US mil-
itary. The commander-in-chief’s 
will, however, gets tested.

Trump’s will was tested by Iran, 
with Qassam Soleimani losing his 
life as a result. Biden’s will was 
tested by the Taliban — and Kabul 
fell, setting off a chain reaction that 
led to the invasion of Ukraine and 
an emboldened China-led axis.

When dictators today hear the 
American president say “Don’t,” 
they believe it means “Go.” That 
must change quickly.

The old Chinese proverb “Kill 
the chicken to scare the monkey” 
may soon come into play — if 
elected, Trump will likely be tested 
again. He will need to act swiftly to 
reverse any lingering perception of 
a United States unwilling to act 
forcefully in its own interests.

But with America’s enemies now 
staring at a photo of Trump lifting 
his fist in the air, blood dripping, 
moments after being shot, they 
ought not mistake populist rhe-
toric and political strategy for an 
unwillingness to fight.

Richard Goldberg is a senior ad-
visor  at the   Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies  .

Watch What He Does
Judging Trump’s foreign policy

Richard Goldberg
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To solve a Su Doku,
you must put a number
from 1 to 9, in each
empty box.
Each number must

appear once in each
horizontal row, as well
as in each vertical
column and in each of
the 3-by-3 grids.
Impossible? Not once
you get the hang of it.
Tips and in depth
strategies at
www.SudokuWiki.org

Difficult #6,402

Very Easy #6,612

© Syndicated Puzzles

4
1 6 3 8 5
8 6 7 9 2 1

9 8 2 7

6 5 2 3
4 1 2 5 9 3
6 7 3 1 2

2

8 9
4 2 8 1

5 6 4 8
3 7

1 5
9 7

8 9 6 7
2 8 6 9

7 4





For more
Su Doku puzzles
see tomorrow’s
New York Post

Solutions on Page 42

Wonderword

Bridge

How to play: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle ––
horizontally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them
and Circle their letters only. Do not circle the word. The
leftover letters spell the Wonderword.

Directions: Make a 2 to 7
letter word from the letters
in each row. Add points of
each word using scoring
directions at right. 7 Letter
words get 50 point bonus.
“Blank” used as any letter
have no point value. All the
words are in the Official
SCRABBLE players
Dictionary, 4th Edition.

TO
DA

Y’
S

AN
SW

ER

Word Force
North dealer
N-S vulnerable

NORTH
♠ A K 8
♥♥ A K J 6
♦♦ A 6 5
♣ 4 3 2

WEST EAST
♠ Q 9 ♠ J 10 7 6 4
♥♥ 9 4 2 ♥♥ Q 10 8 5
♦♦ K J 9 7 4 ♦♦ 8 3
♣ K 7 6 ♣ Q 5

SOUTH
♠ 5 3 2
♥♥ 7 3
♦♦ Q 10 2
♣ A J 10 9 8

North East South West
1 ♣ Pass 2 ♣ Pass
2 ♥♥ Pass 3 ♣ Pass
3 ♠ Pass 3 NT All Pass
Opening lead — ♦♦ 7
©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DRAINED
From the word or phrase above, form AT LEAST 11 
five-letter words, without using more than one form 
of the same word. For example, drink or drank (not 
both).

ANSWERS IN TOMORROW’S POST
Yesterday’s word:

EXPERIENCE
creep
crepe
eerie
nicer

niece
pence
piece
preen

price
repin
ripen

   The player known to us all as “Second 
Hand Rose” showed up at my club 
today. When the rule of “second hand 
low” on defense was taught, Rose must 
have been out with Jiggs the plumber.

   Rose was East, and after North held 
his nose and opened one club on his 
19-count, South played at 3NT. West 
led a diamond, riding to the ten. South 
then led a heart to dummy’s king and 
returned a club, and Second Hand Rose 
... with the queen!

      South was in trouble. If he played 
low, Rose would lead a diamond, 
setting up West’s suit while he had the 
king of clubs as an entry. So South took 
the ace and led the jack, but West 
played low. South then tried a heart to 
dummy’s jack, but when Rose won and 
led a diamond, South took only eight 
tricks.

   South would make 3NT if Rose 
played low on the first club. South 
would play the jack, losing to West, but 
would win four club tricks and at least 
10 in all.

   South could succeed even against 
Rose’s defense, but only with double-
dummy play.

The Post Puzzle Page

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
(C) 2024 Tribune Media Services

Across
1 Mazda two-seater
6 Nerve centers
10 A bit open
14 “What a bummer!”
15 Soon, quaintly
16 Small bay
17 Part of a cross-examination
20 French 10
21 Salt Lake City college athletes
22 Female sheep
23 Mint family herb
26 Earlier than
29 High school honor that may 
come with a tiara
31 Pa. neighbor
34 Having five sharps, on a score
35 One of a kind
36 Nobleman’s address
39 Adjust, as wheels
41 __ non grata
42 Flee
43 Verdi opera set in Egypt
44 Hibernation spot
45 Tackle the slopes
46 Highlighted excerpt in an arti-
cle
48 WNBA official
51 Spoils
52 Place for the Torah
55 Stella __ cookies
56 Pro vote
58 “Behave!,” and an apt title for 
this puzzle
64 “Got it”
65 Future atty.’s exam
66 Give a quick review
67 Moist
68 “Sisters” Emmy winner Ward
69 Writing class writing assign-
ment

Down
1 Waze display
2 __ Jima
3 French buddy
4 Cannondale two-seater
5 Not voting 56-Across
6 Owned
7 Mentally restless
8 Pitcher Jim who wrote the 1970 
memoir “Ball Four”
9 Show scorn
10 Put on a show

11 __ de vivre
12 Affirm
13 Painter Magritte
18 Strike, as from a formal record
19 Retired fast jet, briefly
23 Steeple topper
24 James of “Gunsmoke”
25 Turn around
27 Bridle strap
28 Hooting birds
30 Witty remark
32 Louisiana religion with African 
roots
33 Will who voices Lego Batman
36 Musical mixtures
37 Basra’s country
38 “Fleishman Is in Trouble” ac-
tress Claire
40 Hibernation spot
41 Heap
43 Like the northern lights
46 Read carefully
47 Seventh planet from the sun
49 Big name in ice cream
50 April __ Day
52 Surrounded by

53 Set’s opposite
54 Was aware of
57 Loosen (up)
59 Susan of “L.A. Law”
60 School support org.
61 Private chats on soc. media
62 Sine __ non
63 Asset in a covert op
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Strong banks 
Bank of America 

shares climbed 5.4% 
after a  second-quarter 
profit of  $6.9 billion beat 
expectations despite de-
clining from a year ear-
lier. Morgan Stanley 
posted a 41% jump in 
profit to $3.1 billion.

Prime injuries
Amazon’s Prime Day 

sales event has been “a 
major cause of inju-
ries” for warehouse 
workers, a Senate 
probe found. Amazon 
criticized the report  
and said workplace 
safety is a top priority. 

Tyson plea
Suspended Tyson 

Foods CFO John R. Ty-
son pleaded not guilty 
to  charges that include 
driving while intoxi-
cated and careless driv-
ing. Tyson’s trial is set 
for late August.

 Toys to court
A  judge rejected 

Build-A-Bear Work-
shop’s effort to dismiss 
a lawsuit claiming that 
its Skoosherz plush 
toys were unautho-
rized knockoffs of 
Squishmallows, the  
plush toys made by a 
unit of Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway.

Time to sell?
Shares of  Warner 

Bros. Discovery  rose 
more than 7%  after an 
analyst report said the 
struggling media giant 
could create more value 
for its shareholders if it 
explored  options, in-
cluding a potential sale.

Sources: Reuters, Dow 
Jones, AP

Business
Briefs

Follow us on

@NYPOSTBIZ@NYPOSTBIZ@NYPOSTBIZ@NYPOSTBIZ

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average soared more than 
700 points to an all-time 
closing high on Tuesday 
after  retail sales data sup-
ported the view that the 
Federal Reserve is ap-
proaching its easing cycle, 
reining in inflation while 

avoiding a recession.
The  S&P 500 rose 0.6%, 

clinching its 38th record 
close of the year, while the 
Nasdaq edged 0.2% higher.

In another signal of more 
companies participating in 
the market’s rally, stocks of 
smaller companies also out-

paced their larger rivals after 
having lagged for a while.

The move into beaten-
down segments of the mar-
ket reflects increased confi-
dence that the Fed is on 
track to potentially begin 
cutting interest rates in Sep-
tember as inflation cools. 

Traders are pricing in 
near-certain odds of a rate 
cut in September, up from 
about a 73% probability a 
week ago, according to 
CME Group’s FedWatch.

“As you look at the eco-
nomic data, it’s slowing 
down but not at a concern-

ing pace,” said Tom Hainlin, 
national investment strate-
gist at US Bank Wealth Man-
agement in Minneapolis. 
“The Fed is seeing what it 
wants to see — it’s that 
sweet spot of the economy 
slowing down but not too 
much and not too fast.”Wires

By thomas barrabi 
and Lydia Moynihan

Donald Trump’s selection of Sen. 
J.D. Vance as his 2024 running mate 
is seen as a potential windfall for 
Silicon Valley, and major tech ven-
ture capitalists are going public 
with their support.

While best known as the author 
of the hit memoir “Hillbilly Elegy,” 
which detailed the concerns of Rust 
Belt voters, the Ohio Republican 
also has close ties to the tech indus-
try. Prior to entering politics, he 
worked as a VC alongside the likes 
of billionaire Peter Thiel, who co-
founded PayPal, Palantir Technolo-
gies and Founders Fund.

His nomination for vice president 
was a bullish sign for Silicon Valley 
donors who are betting a second 
Trump presidency would adopt 
tech-friendly policies such as a 
softer regulatory touch on AI and 
cryptocurrency.

Vance also supports an antitrust 
crackdown on dominant Big Tech 
giants like Google who are accused 
of stifling smaller rivals, a popular 
position with so-called “Little 
Tech” startups backed by tech VCs. 
He  also has been critical of Section 
230, a statute that shields tech plat-
forms from liability for third-party 
content posted on their sites.

Urged Google breakup
“[Vance] might be the embodi-

ment of defending Little Tech,” one 
tech policy source who requested 
anonymity told The Post. “He is a 
big champion of AI and enabling 
tech innovation.”

The conservative has publicly 
called for a breakup of Google and is 
one of dozens of lawmakers who 
support the Kids Online Safety Act, 

which would establish a legal duty of 
care for platforms such as Meta and 
TikTok to protect children online.

He is one of a handful of so-called 
“Khanservatives,” i.e. Republican 
lawmakers who have expressed sup-
port for Federal Trade Commission 
Chairwoman Lina Khan, a Democrat 
who has rankled some establishment 
Republicans with a series of aggres-
sive antitrust actions.

“I guess I look at Lina Khan as one 
of the few people in the Biden ad-
ministration who I think is doing a 
pretty good job,” Vance said at an an-
titrust conference  in February.

Vance’s stance aligns with that of 
Trump, whose FTC and Justice De-

partment launched antitrust probes 
into Google, Meta, Amazon and Ap-
ple during his first term in office.

“President Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Vance will be the first crypto 
administration and will assemble the 
brightest minds in tech, AI, quantum 
computing, crypto, defense, trans-
portation and biotech to create a 
renaissance in American dynamism 
and innovation,” Shervin Pishevar, a 
tech investor and managing director 
of EdisonAlpha Fund, told The Post.

One notable supporter is Elon 
Musk, who lauded Vance as a “great 
choice” and said the ticket “resounds 
with victory.” Musk formally en-
dorsed Trump after the Republican 

nominee narrowly escaped an assas-
sination attempt at a campaign rally 
in Pennsylvania over the weekend.

The  Tesla CEO has also said he is 
committing about $45 million to-
ward a new Trump political action 
committee called America PAC, 
which also has backing from  Palantir 
co-founder Joe Lonsdale, The Wall 
Street Journal reported.

Elsewhere, Marc Andreessen and 
Ben Horowitz, who co-founded the 
tech-focused VC fund that bears 
their name, have told employees that 
they are planning to donate large 
sums to unspecified PACs in support 
of Trump’s presidential bid, The In-
formation reported.

Dow wows way to record-high closing

Ad-Vance warming
GOP veep pick thrills tech venture capitalists

Business

Silicon simpatico

The selection of Ohio Sen. 
J.D. Vance (right) as Donald 

Trump’s running mate is 
making  moguls like (from 

left, below) Marc 
Andreessen, Peter Thiel and 

Elon Musk salivate at the 
prospect of a Silicon Valley-

friendly administration.

Dow
Jones
Indust.
Avg.

Up
742.76

40,954.48

Nasdaq
Comp. Up

36.77
18,509.34
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By steve cuozzo

As foundation work pro-
ceeds on two dramatically 
styled downtown apartment 
towers, the high-profile riv-
erfront project just landed 
the cash foundation it 
needed.

Atlas Capital Group 
nailed down a $985 million 
construction loan to build 
the towers at 80 Clarkson 
Street, which it’s developing 
with Zeckendorf Develop-
ment and Baupost Group, 
sources told The Post.

The fresh financing — be-
lieved to be the largest Man-
hattan residential construc-
tion loan since before the 
pandemic — means the full-
block project will soon “go 
vertical” at the Hudson 
River site between Houston 
and Clarkson streets.

One tower is expected to 
be finished in 2026, the 
other in 2027. The towers 
will stand on a podium base 
and are technically the same 
building.

A representative for Atlas 
didn’t respond to a request 
for comment.

The Atlas website says the 
project “will consist of over 
100 luxury homes in two 
towers rising up to 450 feet 
offering dramatic river and 
city views from every room.”

The developers are also 
putting up a 175-unit senior 
affordable housing building 
on the site that is not cov-
ered by the loan. 

The lenders, according to 
sources, are London-based 
Cale Street Partners and San 
Francisco-based Farallon 
Capital Management. The 
loan was arranged by New-
mark.

$1B loan 
to build 
towers

80 Clarkson St.
Overlooks the Hudson River.

Wheel-&-deal bar scene returns after COVID

‘Power hour’  
back in NYC 

By jennifer gould

Famed chef Jean-Georges Von-
gerichten’s new Park Avenue res-
taurant has become the epicenter 
of a new, post-pandemic phenom-
enon for Wall Street’s movers and 
shakers: the power hour, Side Dish 
has learned.

As soon as the closing bell rings, 
traders, investors and C-suite ex-
ecutives flock to Four Twenty 
Five, which opened last December 
at 425 Park Ave., the Norman Fos-
ter-designed skyscraper that 
counts hedge fund giant Citadel as 
its main tenant.

They come not only for the $25 
cocktails and bar food that in-
cludes $68 egg toast with caviar, 
but also for the all-important face 
time needed to make  deals — be-
fore they race off   to catch  their 
trains.

While many city power brokers 
decamp to  summer homes in the 
Hamptons,  Greek islands or the 
Italian Riviera, the power hour was 
in full swing during a recent visit by 
Side Dish.

There wasn’t an empty seat at 
the bar by 5 p.m and the lounge 
was also full. Male and female ex-
ecutives in summer suits relaxed 
while sipping those $25 olive oil-
washed martinis or $19 raspberry 
lychee bellinis.

Deals & drinks
Finance geeks with backpacks  

noshed on bar food that includes 
slightly cheaper fare like $16 tuna 
tartare with avocado and $28 sea 
urchin and black bread crostini.

“I come once a week around 4:30 
to 5:30 to meet clients and 
friends,” one investor said. “In the 
world of finance, those two are 
one and the same. It’s a people 
business. You need to spend time 
together to get deals done.”

Another well-dressed barfly said 
he comes in three times a week for 
the power hour.

“It’s a convenient time to meet,” 
the trader said. “People want a 
drink and a snack in a beautiful 
room before heading home or go-
ing back to the office.”

Younger workers in their 20s, 
many from Citadel, sauntered in 
around 6 p.m., in dress pants with-
out jackets or ties, to enjoy craft 
cocktails  like Old Fashioneds, and 
the Naked and Famous (mezcal, 

Aperol, Yellow Chartreuse and 
lime).

Similar power hours have 
popped up at Chef Daniel Bou-
lud’s Le Pavillon at One Vander-
bilt by Grand Central, at the Mon-
key Bar uptown and the Bar Room 
at the Beekman Hotel downtown, 
in FiDi. More junior traders tend 
to head to less pricey spots like 
Papillon Bistro & Bar on East 54th 
Street

“After so many years of being 
locked up in confined spaces, peo-
ple want to be out,” one 34-year-
old investor said. “People are fi-
nally making investments in the 
city again, and ready to turn a new 

leaf after COVID.”
At Le Pavillon, regulars include 

Peter Bazeli, principal and manag-
ing director of the real estate de-
velopment advisory firm Weitz-
man, who hits the power hour 
three or four times a week before 
catching his 6:02 p.m. train home 
to Pelham in Westchester County.

Le Pavillon is hot, too
“I host clients and business con-

tacts at Le Pav because it’s conve-
nient for everyone, and the service 
and setting are exceptional. They 
treat me well, they treat my clients 
and guests well, and then every-

one can catch the train so easily,” 
he said, adding that some col-
leagues come in from the suburbs 
and country homes just to meet 
for a 4:30 cocktail, “and then we 
all go home.”

Others, like top real estate bro-
ker Jenny Lenz, 34, pop into Four 
Twenty Five at around 5 p.m. for a 
glass of Sancerre, and might stay 
for dinner with clients, especially 
after showing them properties on 
nearby Billionaires’ Row.

“It’s a beautiful space and we al-
ways love Jean-Georges’ food. 
We’d follow him anywhere,” she 
said.

jgould@nypost.com

M
ichael N

agle

Talk here ain’t cheap!
Wall Street bigs are flocking to Jean-Georges 
Vongerichten’s (inset) new Park Avenue eatery, Four 
Twenty Five (below),  after markets close to make deals 
and enjoy the famed chef’s $25 cocktails and bar food 
(right) that includes $68 egg toast with caviar.  
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Elon Musk said Tuesday 
he will shift the headquar-
ters of privately held Spa-
ceX and social media site 
X to Texas from California 
— calling Gov. Gavin New-
som’s decision to sign a 
new student gender iden-
tity law “the final straw.”

The law, signed Monday, 
blocks school districts 
from requiring teachers to 
notify parents about 
changes in a student’s gen-
der identity or sexual ori-
entation without the 
child’s permission. 

It also requires the state’s 
Department of Education 
to create resources for 
families of LGBTQ+ stu-
dents from seventh grade 
through high school.

“This is the final straw,” 
Musk wrote on X. “Be-
cause of this law and the 
many others that preceded 
it, attacking both families 
and companies, SpaceX 
will now move its HQ from 
Hawthorne, California, to 
Starbase, Texas.”

Musk added that he 
made “it clear to Governor 
Newsom about a year ago 
that laws of this nature 
would force families and 
companies to leave Cali-
fornia to protect their chil-
dren.”

In another post, the mul-
tibillionaire added that the 
San Francisco headquar-
ters for X will move to 
Austin, Texas.

Thomas Barrabi

Elon’s 
new HQ: 
Te-X-as 

Ozy Media and founder 
Carlos Watson were con-
victed of fraud by a Brook-
lyn federal jury  Tuesday, in a 
case accusing them of lying 
to investors about the now-
defunct startup’s finances 
and sham deals with Google 
and Oprah Winfrey.

Watson, a former cable 
news anchor and invest-
ment banker, and Ozy were 
each convicted of securities 
fraud conspiracy and wire 
fraud conspiracy, while Wat-
son was also convicted of 
identity theft. 

Prosecutors said Watson 
could face about 24 to 29 
years in prison. His sentenc-
ing is set for Nov. 18. Reuters

Convicted in 
Oprah fraud

eye-opener at cbs

Hunter hush talk after 
News boss shake-up 

T he stunning fall of the 
“woke” boss at CBS News 
last week was a “head on a 
stick moment” at the Tif-

fany Network — and a  case of a 
divisive executive who had long 
been viewed as untouchable.

That’s the story I’m hearing 
over and over about Ingrid Ci-
prian-Matthews, a 30-year CBS 
News veteran who was its high-
est-ranking woman of color — 
and who abruptly stepped down 
as president last week after less 
than a year on the job.

The Dominican-born execu-
tive — who for years had 
weathered CBS firestorms in-
cluding the sexual misconduct 
scandals that toppled Charlie 
Rose and “60 Minutes” boss Jeff 
Fager in 2018 — had once been 
described to me as “Machiavel-
lian.”

Others called her “political” 
or even “charming.” Most 
agreed she had created her own 
universe of loyalists whom she 
promoted over the years — and 
a list of enemies that she either 
neutralized or maneuvered out 
of the company.

Last week, however, CBS 
News CEO Wendy McMahon 
announced that Ciprian-Matt-
hews will move to a temporary 
consulting role for the rest of 
the 2024 election before exiting 
the company for good.

No longer untouchable
As the explosive memo circu-

lated early last Wednesday, my 
phone lit up with text messages 
from shocked insiders.

“What happened?” one asked 
incredulously.

The answer, it looks like, is 
that Ciprian-Matthews behaved 
like she was untouchable for 
longer than she actually was.

A couple of key mistakes 
helped pave the way for her exit 
in recent months, I am told.

No. 1 was Ciprian-Matthews’ 
rough handling of senior inves-
tigative correspondent Cather-
ine Herridge. More than two 
years ago, Herridge was person-
ally asked by a top CBS exec to 
aggressively cover the Hunter 
Biden saga, I am told.

It was a directive from the 
highest levels — executive and 
ownership level — at CBS and 
its corporate parent Paramount 
Global, according to multiple 
sources.

Nevertheless, multiple sour-

ces said Herridge still encoun-
tered roadblocks from Ciprian-
Matthews and her loyalists, 
Mark Lima, the Washington DC, 
bureau chief, and Matt Mosk, 
head of the investigative unit.

More specifically, insiders 
claimed that Ciprian-Matthews 
had been “dragging her feet” — 
a “classic Ingrid tactic” that the 
exec implored instead of saying 
“no” to her bosses or talent 
looking for promotions. She 
also allegedly failed to act on a 
new cost-trimming mandate 
from McMahon to use local cor-
respondents to cover stories 
when appropriate, the sources 
said.

Insiders said McMahon last 
fall tried to light a fire under Ci-
prian-Matthews and Mosk by 
assigning two producers to the 
investigative unit to help Her-
ridge. But Herridge didn’t end 
up getting the help, the sources 
said.

Herridge declined to com-
ment for this report. But she did 

confirm to Tucker Carlson in an 
interview on X last Thursday 
that she encountered obstacles. 
Those obstacles only got bigger, 
she said, when she turned her 
lens on the Biden administra-
tion. 

CBS News strongly denied 
that Ciprian-Matthews stood in 
the way of any Hunter Biden 
coverage.

Network’s defense 
The spokesperson noted CBS 

News was the first to run an in-
terview with an IRS whistle-
blower who alleged irregulari-
ties in the investigation of the 
president’s son and another ex-
clusive with the IRS agent in 
charge of the probe.

“Everyone can plainly see that 
it was specifically under Ingrid 
Ciprian-Matthews editorial 
purview that CBS News re-
ported aggressively on Hunter 
Biden,” the rep said.

The award-winning corre-

spondent was ousted in Febru-
ary as part of layoffs across Par-
amount Global that claimed 800 
jobs. The news division only 
saw 20 cuts — and surprise, 
surprise — Herridge was one of 
them.

A month before Herridge was 
fired, I published an investiga-
tion on Ciprian-Matthews 
which revealed that the exec 
had been accused of discrimi-
natory hiring practices and fa-
voritism by employees.

Herridge had been among the 
employees who complained, I 
am told. In the end, the probe 
deemed Ciprian-Matthews a 
“bad manager” but she was still 
promoted twice, most recently 
to president of the news divi-
sion.

Ciprian-Matthews declined to 
comment on the allegations 
through a spokeswoman at the 
time.

With the recent announce-
ment that Paramount is slashing 
$500 million from the budget, 
CBS brass had the cover to ax 
Ciprian-Matthews.

And if anything, it gave 
McMahon — who in addition to 
CEO shared the title of presi-
dent of CBS News with Cipri-
an-Matthews and was rumored 
to be unhappy about it — a 
cudgel to eliminate her rival.

ALEXANDRA ALEXANDRA 
STEIGRADSTEIGRAD

G
etty Im

ages

In the wake of CBS News President  Ingrid Ciprian-
Mathews’ (left) abrupt move to a consulting role 
last week at the behest of department CEO Wendy 
McMahon (below, middle), insiders say the ex-prez 
put up roadblocks in the network’s coverage of 
First Son Hunter Biden by investigative reporter 
Catherine Herridge (below, right).

‘Head on a stick moment’ 
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Post Weather Report

World cities TODAY TOMORROW

Regional cities TODAY TOMORROW

Sun and Moon

New York Tides TODAY TOMORROW
High Tide for 1st 2nd 1st 2nd

Bridgeport

91/72

Peekskill

White Plains

Garden
City

Sussex

Newark

Paterson

Asbury Park

Manasquan

Toms River

Long Beach

Atlantic City

Ocean City

La G

Sandy Hook

Long Beach

Deer Park

JFK

Montauk
Riverhead

Southampton

Showers

T-storms

Rain

Flurries

Snow

Ice

Cold

Warm

Stationary

Fronts

Shownare noon positions of
weather systems and precipitation.
Temperature bands are highs for the
day. Forecast high/low temperatures
are given for selected cities.

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

Almanac

Temperature

Departure from Normal

Precipitation

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, r-rain, t-thunder-
storms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

Stamford

Huntington

Athens 100/82/s 102/86/s
Baghdad 114/87/pc 114/88/pc
Beijing 96/71/pc 103/73/pc
Berlin 76/59/pc 80/59/c
Cairo 98/78/s 99/80/s
Dublin 70/57/c 67/59/c
Geneva 81/58/s 85/61/s
Hong Kong 94/84/r 94/84/t
Jerusalem 91/69/s 91/69/s
Kabul 91/67/s 91/69/s
London 75/55/pc 79/60/pc
Madrid 97/68/s 99/72/s
Mexico City 75/56/pc 74/57/sh
Montreal 83/65/t 78/60/pc
Moscow 85/66/pc 82/64/sh
Paris 80/58/s 85/62/pc
Rio de Janeiro 75/67/s 75/67/s
Rome 93/68/s 92/66/s
Sydney 66/49/s 64/45/s
Tokyo 87/76/t 93/79/c

Albany 88/67/t 86/60/pc
Danbury 91/71/t 86/61/pc
Glens Falls 85/65/t 84/57/pc
Gr Barrington 88/66/t 83/56/pc
Kingston 87/68/t 87/58/c
Liberty 83/62/t 78/55/pc
Monticello 86/63/t 79/54/pc
Newburgh 90/69/t 86/59/pc
Poughkeepsie 89/69/t 85/60/pc
Saratoga Springs 88/66/t 85/58/pc
Stroudsburg 89/66/t 84/59/pc
Torrington 91/67/t 85/59/c
Syracuse 81/64/t 80/61/pc

Coney Island 4:49a 5:20p 5:50a 6:13p
Fire Island 4:56a 5:39p 5:46a 6:26p
Hempstead 9:03a 9:04p 9:56a 9:54p
Huntington 8:53a 9:04p 9:46a 9:55p
Jones Inlet 4:33a 5:04p 5:34a 5:57p
Montauk Point 6:32a 6:54p 7:17a 7:38p
Port Washington 9:08a 9:00p 10:01a 9:52p
Sandy Hook 4:53a 5:24p 5:54a 6:17p

YESTERDAY’S CONDITIONS AT CENTRAL PARK THROUGH 6PM

Sunrise today ........................ 5:39 a.m.
Sunset tonight ...................... 8:24 p.m.
Moonrise today .................... 5:26 p.m.
Moonset today ...................... 1:37 a.m.

High: 94, Low: 78, Mean: 86

Yesterday: +8 degrees

Yesterday: 0.00”, Month: 2.54”,
Year: 28.22”, Normal year to date: 26.07”
Cooling Degree days yesterday ...............21
Total for the month (normal) .......260 (198)
Total since Jan. 1 (normal) ...........680 (506)
Last year to date .....................................491
Heat Index (at noon yest.) ..................... 97
UV index (for Wed.) .............. 9 (Very High)
Humidity (at noon) .............................. 48%

Forecasts and
graphics provided by

AccuWeather.com ©2024

Forecast data is current as of 6
p.m. yesterday. Temperatures are
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

Wednesday Thursday

Friday Saturday

Today:Hot,
humid; aheavy
t-storm in thep.m..
High91 to 97.

Tonight: Showers
andaheavier
t-storm. Low70
to 76.

Partly
sunny.High
81 to 87.

Evening
Amoonlit sky. Low
66 to 72.

Tomorrow
night: Amoonlit
sky. Low65 to 71.

Tomorrow:Not
ashot; a t-storm
around in thea.m..
High81 to 87.

Highclouds.
High82
to 88.

Evening
Becomingclear. Low
68 to 74.

Full

July 21

Last

July 27

New

Aug 4

First

Aug 12

Wednesday, July 17, 2024

88/72

90/69

92/71

89/72

89/68

96/74

93/71

88/73

89/72

95/72

84/72

93/74

85/72

92/71

85/73

81/72

90/73

92/73

88/73

87/73
90/73

85/73

Pollen: Low Predominant pollen: Trees,
Weeds
AQI rating: (for Wed.) ..................Moderate

AIR QUALITY

acancer
(June 22-July 23)

You must expect a few upheavals 
in the run up to the Sun leaving 
your sign at the start of next week 
but they don't have to be 
traumatic. Upsets of an emotional 
nature are probably best dealt 
with by pretending they do not 
exist. 

b leo
(July 24-Aug. 23)

You don't have to choose between 
pleasure and duty - there is room 
for them both in your life - but 
over the next 24 hours you will 
have to put yourself out more for 
other people. In return, they will 
feel it's their duty to bring 
pleasure to you! 

cvirgo
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23)

Don't waste time and energy 
trying to keep other people's 
schemes afloat because you can 
see they are not going to work. 
Why use up your precious 
resources helping them salvage 
their dreams when your own 
dreams are so much more 
attainable? 

d libra
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23)

Go out of your way to be nice 
to someone who, while not a 
close friend, is certainly a 
colleague or contact it will pay 
to have on your side. What you 
do for them now they will 
happily do for you later on in 
the year. 

e scorpio
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

You won't change other 
people's beliefs by coming on 
strong and beating them over 
the head with facts and figures. 
Your arguments may be 
persuasive but what if they 
don't want to be convinced? 
Try offering them something 
that will buy their support. 

f sagittarius
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

It's not like you to lack 
confidence but the Sun's 
journey through one of the 

more sensitive areas of your 
chart of late has depressed 
your expectations a bit. Never 
mind. Come the start of next 
week you'll be back to your go-
getting best. 

g capricorn
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

You need to accept that there 
are some battles in life that can 
never be won and one such 
battle is right there in front of 
you now. Accept that it's not 
worth fighting over a lost cause 
and find a way to back away 
from it gracefully. 

h aquarius
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

The planets warn if you come 
on too strong over the next 24 
hours you run the risk of 
creating enemies that did not 
exist before. A more measured 
approach to negotiating with 
colleagues and rivals is the best 
way to bring lasting success. 

i pisces
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)

As the Sun nears the end of 
its journey through the most 
dynamic area of your sign 
you can and you must bring a 
project of some kind to a 
conclusion. You have already 
achieved more than expected 
so don't push too hard and 
risk losing those gains. 

^ aries
(March 21-April 20)

If you are losing interest in 
something you have been 
working on for the past few 
weeks it may be because you 
can sense you are destined 
for bigger and better things - 
and you're right, you are. 
Why push ahead with 
something that no longer 
inspires you? 

_ taurus
(April 21-May 21)

You may think you can do ten 

things at once and do them all 
well but you are wrong. The 
message of the stars today is 
that you need to cut your 
commitments back to the 
bone. Do one thing really 
well and leave it at that. 

` gemini
(May 22-June 21)

The planets warn this is 
probably not the best time to 
gamble with your cash or take 
on any kind of risky new 
venture. Also, be wary of 
people who look and sound as 
if they know what they are 
talking about but refuse to 
offer you firm guarantees. 

birthday wednesday
It's your life and it must 
always be your decision 
as to what you are going 
to do with it. Having said 

that, don't close your 
ears to advice this year 

because a friend may see 
opportunities that you 

cannot. Your dream could 
be their dream too.

Sally Brompton Daily Horoscope
Discover more about yourself and what the future holds at 

SallyBrompton.com
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EMPLOYMENT

Biling. (Mandarin) Early Childhood
SWD (Birth-Gr. 2) Teacher, Brooklyn
or Bronx, NY. Instruct early child-
hood students (Birth-Grade 2) as
part of bilingual education program
for Mandarin-speaking students who
are English language learners & who
have neurological problems in learn-
ing. NYS Teaching Cert. in Students
w/Disab. (Birth-Gr. 2) & Early Child-
hood Educ. (Birth-Gr. 2); NYS Biling.
Educ. Ext. Cert. in Mandarin reqd.
Salary range: $64,789 - $85,957 per
year. Jobs located in Brooklyn or
Bronx, NY in a NYC Public School
w/in NYC DOE’s jurisdiction. Apply
online at https://www.schools.nyc.
gov/careers/teachers. NYC Dept of
Education is an EOE.

Biling. (Mandarin) Speech & Lang.
Disabil. (Gr. K-12)Teacher, Brooklyn
or Bronx, NY. Develop individual or
group activities or programs in
schools to meet individual needs of
students with behavioral, speech,
language, or related problems, &
employ special educational techni-
ques to instruct these students. NYS
Teaching Cert. in Speech & Lang.
Disabilities; NYS Biling. Educ. Ext.
Cert. in Mandarin reqd. Salary range:
$64,789 - $85,957 per year. Jobs lo-
cated in Brooklyn or Bronx, NY in a
NYC Public School w/in NYC DOE’s
jurisdiction. Apply online at https://
www.schools.nyc.gov/careers/
teachers.NYC Dept of Education is
an EOE.

Haley & Aldrich, Inc. in NY, NY seeks
multiple openings for multiple posi-
tions including Environmental Engi-
neer. Pay range: $132k-$142k. Quali-
fied applicants mail resumes to M.
Berciano, 2033 N. Main St., Ste. 309,
Walnut Creek, CA 94596, clearly ref-
erencing job #HA123.

Manager, Tax w/ Spotify USA, Inc.
in NY, NY. Assist in mng the
implementatn of tax planning
opportunities & driving process effi-
ciencies rel to dom & foreign ops.
Posin reqs a Master’s deg (U.S. or
foreign equiv) in Acctg, Tax, or a rel
field & 5 yrs of exp as a tax assoc, tax
anlyst, or a rel role OR Bach deg (U.S.
or foreign equiv) in Acctg, Tax, or a
rel field & 7 yrs of exp as a tax assoc,
tax anlyst, or a rel role. Must have 5
yrs (or 7 w/ Bach) of exp w/: utilizg
tax plang software & tools, incl One
Source & Thomson Reuters;
reviewing tax compliance reqs &
recommendg changes in line w/
regulatry updates; wrking w/ shared
svc cntr (offshore team) Must have 3
yrs (or 5 w/ Bach) of exp w/ : process
improvemnts arnd Fin & Acctg ops;
major Enterprise Resource Planning
(ERP) systm. Must have 1 yr (or 2 w/
Bach) of exp w/ robotic process
automatns. Sal: $137,114 - $197,282/
yr. Company HQ: NY, NY. Tele-
commuting permitted: Tele-
commuting role to be performed
anywhere in the U.S. Dom & internatl
travel reqd 10% of the time. Quali-
fied Applicants: See full details & ap-
ply online at https://jobs.lever.co/
spotify/b89363fe-3437-4ea0-93ca-
4ad9a1ee4153

Fixed Income Ld for Citibank, N.A.
(NY, NY) Dev tailored wealth mgmt
strtegies for multi-asset mrkts cover-
age for Institutional Private Invest-
ors, bringing the mrkt depth, access,
global reach, and capabilities of the
Citi Institutional Clients Grp. A tele-
commuting/hybrid wrk schdule may
be permitted w/in a commutable
dist. frm the wrksite, in accrdnce
with Citi policies & protocols. REQS:
Reqs a Master’s deg or foregn
equivlnt in Finance, Eco, or reltd field
and 3 yrs of prog post-bac exp as an
Investmnt Assocte Sr Anlyst, Capital
Mrkts Specialist, Investmnt Mgr, Pri-
vate Banking Anlyst or relatd posi-
tion involving Investmnts in Private
Banking. Alt, employr will accpt a
Bach’s deg in the stated filds and 5
yrs of the specified exp. Full span of
exp must incl: Financial Anlysis (se-
curities selection, macro-eco anlysis,
prtflio mgmt); Intrnational Family Of-
fice Mrkt; Multregion Capital Mrkts;
Financial Derivatives Knwledge and
Trding Exp (Cross-asset: Fixed in-
come, equities, rates, OTC products,
FX, commodities, derivatives);
Private Banking in UHNWmrkt; Alt.
Investmnt Strtegies; Bloomberg BQL,
Bloomberg Quant, FactSet;
Morningstar, Lipper, Mercer; SAP,
Excel VBA. Salary range: $173,555 to
$173,555/yr; 40 hrs/wk. Apps submit
resumes at https://jobs.citi.com/.
Please reference Job ID #24764157.
EO Employer.

ING Financial Services LLC has multi-
ple positions available in New York,
NY. Refer to job number, apply on-
line & see position requirements at
www.ING.com: Transaction & Rela-
tionship Managers, T&CF (Job#: REQ-
10077103) Responsible for monitor-
ing of assigned Trade & Commodity
Finance client portfolios. Salary
range: $182,500-$230,000; Associ-
ates, Financial Sponsors (Job#: REQ-
10076838) Work w/ the Financial
Sponsors Group which is a global
teammandated w/ coordinating the
relationship & product coverage of
multi-strategy alternative invest-
ment managers that are active
across a range of asset classes
around the world. Salary range:
$130,000-$165,000.

Finance: Tradition America Holdings,
Inc. seeks Treasuries Desk Broker in
NY, NY, to cultivate & maintain rela-
tionships w/U.S. Fixed Income coun-
terparties & their respective treasury
trading personnel. Provide real time
mrkt data, news, & pricing to institu-
tional traders in order to facilitate
trading between entities in inter-
dealer mrktplace. REQ’MTS: Bachelo-
r’s or foreign equiv, in Bus. Admin,
Fin’ce, Econ., or rel. field, & 2 yrs of
exp in job offered, or in rel. occupa-
tion. Must have Series 7 Lic. 2 yrs of
exp must incl: Performing voice
brokering of U.S. Treasuries (U.S. T-
Bills, U.S. T-Notes, U.S. T-Bonds, U.S.
Agencies) & floating-rate note (FRN)
fin’l products, covering whole spec-
trum of treasury yield curve, TIPS, &
treasury basis block trades (500mm+
notional); Performing treasury
relative value trades utilizing avail
Bloomberg terminal tools & trade
historical data. 15% trvl req’d, int’l &
domestic. 40 hrs/wk. Sal Range:
$150,000.00 - $150,000.00/yr. Quali-
fied applicants pls send resume to
HR.TraditionUS@tradition.com & ref
“Job Treasuries Desk Broker role”.
Pls indicate “referral source –
advertisement – NYP.”

Finance: The Bank of New York Mel-
lon seeks Director Market & Liquidity
Risk in NY, NY to support design &
operation of Treasury Risk oversight
framework, incl policies, gover-
nance, procedures, standards, re-
ports, practices, internal controls &
QC activities for mrkt or liquidity risk.
Remote work permitted w/i com-
mutable distance from worksite.
REQ’MTS: Bach or equiv. & 10 yrs exp
in: Performing risk mgmt for Global
Sys Important Bank (GSIB) w/
matrixed environ to balance global
standards & local needs, by under-
standing local risk mgmt. regulatory
req’mts in US & UK; Dvlpg & review-
ing enterprise risk mgmt gover-
nance materials & reports incl limits
& policy approvals. Sal Range:
$225,000-$225,000/yr. Pls apply at
https://bnymellon.eightfold.ai/
careers & utilize ref code #55230.
Pls indicate "referral source -
advertisement - NYP."

PROFESSIONAL

Managing Director
Boiron Americas Inc. is hiring a
Managing Director, North America
to manage day-to day operations of
frozen fruit distributor at Long Island
City, NY office. 5 yrs. exp. & Assoc.
deg rqd. Salary range: $224,349 to
$255,283.84/yr. Mail CV to HR,
Boiron Americas Inc., 28-07 Jackson
Ave, 5th Floor, Long Island City, NY
11101.

Lead Recruiter (New York, NY), Dsgn
& implement sourcing strategies to
identify & engage top talent, incl int’l
candidates; build & maint relation-
ships w/employment candidates;
manage scheduling & logistics for
candidate interviews; drive referrals
from internal teammembers & ex-
ternal networks. Reqs: Bach’s deg in
HR mgmt, int’l biz, or reltd field, +
min. 1 yr of full cycle int’l recruiting
exp for professional positions (legal,
commercial, finance, etc.), incl uti-
lization of HRIS & ATS systems (e.g.,
Greenhouse, Ashby). Up to 10%
work trvl. Salary $65k-$90k/yr. Mail
resumes to: Aleena Raza, Shiftsmart,
Inc., Attn: HR Dept, One World Trade
Center, Ste. 46L, New York, NY 10007
EOE.

Senior Data Scientist w/Spotify USA,
Inc. in NY, NY. Perform complex data
sci tasks in leading the social chan-
nel Customer Svce (CS) forecasting
team w/ direct responsibility for CS
& Workforce Mgmt (WFM) impact on
sftwr product changes at Spotify. Po-
sition reqs a Master’s deg (US or for-
eign equiv) in Bus Analytics, Data Sci,
Stats, or a closely rel info scis field &
3 yrs of exp in data sci or a closely rel
field OR Bach deg (US or foreign
equiv) in Bus Analytics, Data Sci,
Stats, or a closely rel info scis field &
5 yrs of exp in data sci or a closely rel
field. Must have 3 yrs (or 5 w/ Bach)
of exp w/: bldng stat models, incl
time series regression models; utiliz-
ing SQL or BigQuery; Python, R, or
similar stat tool; working w/ lge da-
tasets; analyzing results & present-
ing results to tech & non-tech stake-
holders; using data sci techniques
for data discovery & exploration; &
Model Interpretation. Sal:$123,161 -
$184,741 /yr. Company HQ: NY, NY.
Telecommuting permitted: Tele-
commuting role to be performed
anywhere in the U.S. Qualified Appli-
cants: Apply online at https://jobs.
lever.co/spotify/bf64d0d0-32d4-
446e-8b59-96ee210da13e

Insights Manager / Senior Data
Scientist w/ Spotify USA, Inc. in NY,
NY. Provide end-to-end support in
personalizatn features dvlpmnt,
from goal setting & planning,
experimentatn, to launch perform-
ance insights & recommendatns
optimizatn. Positn reqs a Bach deg
(U.S. or foreign equiv) in Stats, Math,
Data Anlytics, Eco, or a rel quant sub-
ject area & 6 yrs of exp in data sci,
machine learning or a rel role OR a
Master’s deg (U.S. or foreign equiv)
in Stats, Math, Data Anlytics, Econ, or
a rel quant subj area & 4 yrs of exp
in data sci, mach learng or a rel role.
Must have 6 yrs (or 4 w/ Master’s) of
exp w/: anlysis & modelg of big data
usg SQL/BigQuery; python or R incl
exp in data ming & manipulatn of
big data to extract valuable insights
abt user behavior. Must have 5 yrs
(or 3 w/ Master’s) of exp w/:
designing, runng, & analyzg online
experimnts on a lge user base, incl
acceptg or rejectg hypotheses &
applying stat tests; Must have 4 yrs
(or 2 w/ Master’s) of exp w/:
collaboratg w/ mach learning engrs,
supportg w/ feature selectns, targets
settg, modls dvlpmnnt, test dsigng,
& hypotheses testg; Must have 3 yrs
(or 1 w/ Master’s) of exp w/: wrking
on a globally distributd team. Sal:
$160,110 - $240,164/yr. Company
HQ: NY, NY. Telecommuting permit-
ted: wrk may be performed from
anywhere w/in the Eastern Time
Zone region of the U.S. Qualified Ap-
plicants: See full job details & apply
online at https://jobs.lever.co/
spotify/61d6c2ad-8dba-40d6-9852-
fecb92f43163

Senior Business Intelligence Engi-
neer wanted by Advance Magazine
Publishers Inc. d/b/a Conde Nast in
New York, New York. Promote and
grow Business Intelligence (BI) foot-
print at Conde Nast. Liaise with Data
Engineering team to architect solu-
tions. Work with Business stakehold-
ers to promote the benefits of the
platform and try to solve business
problems. Teach, train, and help
grow the skill set of BI developers on
the team. Recommend enhance-
ments to the BI Data Warehousing
for performance improvement; and
establish and maintain communica-
tion with internal business partners.
Requires: Master’s degree in Com-
puter Science, Data Science, Infor-
mation Technology, or closely relat-
ed and 1 year in the job offered or as
Senior BI Developer using Qlik Sense
and nprinting, or Bachelor’s degree
in same fields, or closely related and
5 years post-baccalaureate progres-
sive experience in the field, which
includes 1 year in the job offered or
as a Senior BI Developer using Qlik
Sense and nprinting, or any suitable
combination of education, training
or experience. Salary $157,768 per
year. Send resume: HR, Attn: Naomi
Castillo, 34th floor, Advance Maga-
zine Publishers Inc. dba Conde Nast,
1 World Trade Center, New York, NY
10007 or apply online at https://
www.condenast.com/careers. Refer
to job code: R-16800

Data Scientist - User Fraud w/
Spotify USA, Inc. in NY, NY. Bld & eval
mach learng modls to predict usr be-
havior. Master’s deg (US or foreign
equiv) in Bus Anlytics, Data Sci,
Stats, or a closely rel info scis field &
2 yrs of exp in a data sci or a closely
rel field. Must have 2 yrs of exp w/:
bldg stat & mach learning modls;
Python & SQL; wrking w/ lge data-
sets, & bldg data pipelines usg Scala
or Python; visualizatn tools (Tableau
or matplotlib); Stat Inferences;
anlyzing results & presentg results to
tech & non-tech stakehlders; & usg
mach learng & data sci techniques
for data discovry & exploratn. Must
have 1 yr of exp w/: Modl
Interpretatn; & modelg techniques
to incl: regressn modls, tree modls,
neural netwrks, clusterg. Sal:
$160,110 - $240,164/ yr. Company
HQ: NY, NY. Telecommuting permit-
ted: Telecommuting role to be per-
formed anywhere in the U.S. Quali-
fied Applicants: Apply online at
https://jobs.lever.co/spotify/
04c54449-af3b-4b60-8759-
6dacf683092e

Senior Luxembourg Counsel: (NY,
NY) Head firm’s Luxembourg Funds
practice; provide global project
mgmt for asset mgrs setting up fund
platforms which incl funds in juris-
dictions incl US, Cayman & Luxem-
bourg. Reqs JD or Master’s deg in
Law, or foreign equiv. Must have 6
yrs exp representing asset mgrs in
connection w/ formation of Luxem-
bourg private funds, fundraising, on-
going operational matters & regula-
tory compliance matters, incl coordi-
nating work across various jurisdic-
tions. Exp must incl advising asset
mgrs w/ respect to matters under
EU regulatory framework for private
funds, incl AIFMD, CBDF, SFDR. Must
be fluent in written & spoken French
w/ ability to communicate w/ Lux-
embourg counterparts in French.
Regular trips to Luxembourg, & peri-
odic int’l & domestic travel, is reqd.
$550,000 - $600,000. Resume to:
Catherine Sparks, Simpson Thacher
& Bartlett LLP, 425 Lexington Ave.,
NY, NY 10017 or
AttorneyRecruiting@stblaw.com. Ref
to Req. #241.

Senior Data Scientist w/ Spotify USA,
Inc. in NY, NY. Performg anlyses on
lge sets of data to extract practicl
insights that will help drive product,
platfrm, & bus decisns. Positn reqs a
Master’s deg (U.S. or foreign equiv)
in Bus Anlytics, Data Sci, Electrical
Engg, or a rel field & 4 yrs of exp in a
data sci or rel role. Must have 4 yrs
of exp w/: bldg stat & machine learn-
ing modls; Python & SQL; wrkg w/
lge datasets & bldg data pipelines
using Scala or Python; visualizatn
tools (Tableau or matplotlib); Stat
Inferences; anlyzg results & presentg
results to tech & non-tec stakehldrs;
usg mach learng & data sci techni-
ques for data discovry & exploratn; &
Model Interpretatn. Sal: $163,238 -
$240,164 / yr. Company HQ: NY, NY.
Telecommuting permitted:
Telecommuting role to be per-
formed anywhere in the U.S. Quali-
fied Applicants: Apply online at
https://jobs.lever.co/spotify/
d951a12c-1d45-465c-831f-
82f25ac9786a

Associate Managing Consultant, Ad-
visors Client Services @ Mastercard
International Incorporated (Pur-
chase, NY) F/T Wrk on smll teams to
slve our clnts mst chllngng strtgc
prblms thrgh data-drvn sltns. Apply
a rnge of qntitative & qltative anlytcl
tchnqs to rgrsly idntfy clnt issues &
synthsze the anlysis into clear, sound
rcmmndtns. Reqs a Master’s deg, or
frgn equiv, in Data Sci, Busnss An-
lytcs, Qntitatve Mthds/Sci or rltd, & 2
yrs of exp in job offrd, or as a Bsness
Anlyst, Data Anlyst or rltd. Altrntivly,
Alvaroemplyr will accpt a Bachelor’s
deg, or frgn equiv, & 5 yrs of
prgrssvly rspnsbl exp. Exp must
inclde 1 yrs w/ each: SQL; Excel; Ta-
bleau; Statistical Modeling; Market
Research; Expert Interviews; Prepar-
ing slides with analysis outputs and
recommendations. $154,315.00 -
$192,000.00 / year. Emplyr will ac-
cept any suitbl combo of edu, train-
ing, or exprnc. Telcmmutng and/or
wfh may be permissble prsant to
cmpny polcies. Snd rsme to Ashlee
Nageli, Ashlee.Nageli@mastercard.
com, Mastercard, 434 Ascension
Way, SLC UT 84123. Ref MC56-2024.

CSC Holdings, LLC seeks a Vice Presi-
dent, Care Operations to establish,
implement, and communicate a
strategic direction for customer care
operations, leveraging industry best
practices to increase customer loyal-
ty, reduce operational costs, and
generate revenue. Drive operations-
related policies and processes to
ensure effective and consistent sup-
port and execution. Collaborate with
key decision makers and business
owners to develop new customer
care operations initiatives and busi-
ness opportunities. Lead internal
and external (vendor) teams and
provide leadership in a 24/7 opera-
tions model. #LI-DNI. Position re-
quires a Bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Operations
Management, Accounting, or a relat-
ed field, followed by 10 years of
progressively responsible experi-
ence in customer care or customer
service leadership in the telecom-
munication industry. Experience
must include a minimum of: 5 years
of experience with developing, plan-
ning, and implementing operations
strategies; 5 years of experience with
developing and presenting business
cases encompassing operational,
financial, and customer impact
analyses; 5 years of experience with
managing outsourced call centers in
different locations; 5 years of experi-
ence with setting up and exiting
outsourcing agreements; and 5
years of experience with developing
and operating digital customer care
channels. 10-20% domestic and
international travel required. Job
location: Long Island City, NY. Rate
of Pay: $225,000.00 - $235,000.00 per
year. To apply, please visit https://
www.alticecareers.com and search
by job title or enter Job ID number:
6179.

Product Designer w/ Spotify USA,
Inc. in NY, NY. Partner w/ the tech &
prod teams on key initiatives &
inspire the organizatn by showg/
prototypg the pssible design bfore it
is blt. Positn reqs a Bach deg (U.S. or
foreign equiv) in Human Comp
Interactn, Comp Sci, Design & Tech,
Graphic Design, or a rel field & 2 yrs
of exp in the job offerd or in a rel
role OR Master’s deg (U.S. or foreign
equiv) in Human Comp Interactn,
Comp Sci, Design & Tech, Graphic
Design, or a rel field. Must have
wrking know of the followg sklls
gained thru coursewrk or exp: Creat-
ing lo-fidelity mockups to quickly
illustrate design solutns using Pro-
create, Lucidchart, & Paper; Designg
hi-fidelity usr interfaces acrss pltfrms
(web, iOS, Android), viewprts, &
screen sizes using Figma, Sketch,
Principle, Protopie, Adobe XD, &
Adobe After Effects; Creating prod &
feature demos using Loom, Keynote,
Google Slides, & Adobe After Effects.
Sal: $128,340 -$192,510/yr. Company
HQ: NY, NY. Telecommuting permit-
ted: Telecommuting role to be per-
formed anywhere in the U.S. Quali-
fied Applicants: See full job details &
apply online at: https://jobs.lever.
co/spotify/56a984e6-a928-42ba-
ba0c-086fe40f9dd5

FP&A Senior Lead Analyst for
Citibank, N.A. (NY, NY) Provde financl
ovrsght, genertn new ideas &
structre & quantfy benefits that
Transfrmtn will bring to firm. Work
w/ Bus/Functn LFOs to coordnte
Mnthly Financls reprtg for
transfrmtn, ensurg consistncy
Prgrm Group coverge as well as sys
connectvty. Dvlp & implmnt Citi-
Wide invstmnt trackg stratgies &
proceses. A telecommut/hybrid
work sched may be permitted w/in a
commutble distance from the
worksite, in accrdnce w/ Citi policies
& protcls. Reqs Bachelor’s or foreign
equiv, in Bus Ad, Finance, or rltd field
& 7 yrs progrssvely resp, post-bach
exp as FP&A Sr Lead Analyst, FP&A Sr
Mgr, Bus Analysis Mgr, or rltd positn
involvg financl planning & bus ana-
lytcs for globl financl svcs institutn. 7
yrs exp must incl: Dvlpg & implmntg
financls; Condctg financl anlysis &
communctg reslts & actnable
recommndtns; Communctn &
presntatn skills to convy financl
insghts & reslts to both tech audi-
encs & C-suite stakehders; & Know
finance concpts incl P&L, balnce
sheet accnts & ratios for Consumr
bankg. 1 yr exp must incl: Leverging
Think Cell, PowerPt TM1 & Tableau;
& Utilizg tableau to create intractve
dashbds incl transfrmtn data. Salary
range: $210,084 to $230,000/yr; 40
hrs/wk. Applicants submit resumes
at https://jobs.citi.com/. Please refer-
ence Job ID #24749706. EO Employ-
er.

Associate Principal 2, IQVIA Inc., NY,
NY. May teleco w/in commutng dist
of wrksite. Key contct in comm strtg
creatn for hc & pharma ind clts. Salry
rng: $239,760 - $337,200/yr. Suprvise
3-5. Reqs Bach / Mast in Bus, Intl Bus
& Econ, LS / rel / equiv. Reqs 5 yrs w/
Bach / 3 yrs w/ Mast progressive dir
pharma / hc ind comm strtg consult
exp incl (if Bach 5 yrs / if Mast 3 yrs):
brnd strtg dev / mgmt & implemntn
of launch strtg; mgmt proc for
pharma / hc prod; wrkng w/
pharma / hc co on launch & comm
strtg topcs w/ sr lvl clt teams; 1 yr (w/
Bach / Mast): leadng teammbrs; &
PM of comm strtg consult proj for
pharma / hc clts. Reqs 5-10% US &
< 5% intl trvl. M-F, 9a-5p 8+ hrs/ day
w/ var hrs. Resume to:
USRecruitment@iqvia.com & ref
#113488.

TECH CAREERS

Senior Machine Learning Engineer
w/ Spotify USA Inc. in NY, NY.
*Telecommuting permitted: wrk
may be performed w/in normal
commuting distance from the
Spotify USA Inc. office in NY, NY.
Mach Learning Research: Dvlp &
implemnt mach learning models to
accurately predict & compute user
retentn probabilities & the lifetime
value of over 2 billion users across
Spotify’s personalizatn services.
Positn reqs a Master’s deg (US or
foreign equiv) in Math, Comp Sci,
Sftwr Engg, or a relf ield & 4yrs of
exp in machine learning or a closely
rel field; OR Bach deg (US or foreign
equiv) in Math, Comp Sci, Sftwr
Engg, or a rel field & 6yrs of exp in
mach learning or a closely rel field.
Must have 4yrs of exp w/: conduct-
ing mach learning res on stats &
deep learning based algorithms (e.g.
Random Forests, K Nearest Neigh-
bors, Reinforcemnt Learning, & Deep
Neural Netwrks) & translatg said res
modls into productn grade mach
learning systms handg millions of
usrs & solving crucial bus problms;
Must have 2yrs of exp w/: optimizg
data & mach learning pipelines to
save on compute & storage cloud
costs & designg, runng, & analyng
A/B experiments on a lge scale on
new prod or feature launches. Sal:
$196,460-$294,690/yr. Qualified Ap-
plicants: See full job details & apply
online at https://jobs.lever.co/
spotify/e4e99e4e-cf6a-4f90-b602-
3da4ef95543e

IT: The Bank of New York Mellon
seeks SVP, Project Mgr in NY, NY, to
srv as liaison betw clients & internal
tech groups to ensure delivery of
projects on time, w/i budget, & to
spec. Remote work permitted w/i
commutable distance from worksite.
REQ’MTS: Bach or equiv. & 10 yrs exp
in: Dvlpg plans for lrg scale softw im-
plementations incl. project’s overall
scope, task estimation, avail resour-
ces & their allocations using Gantt
Charts, Work Breakdown Structure &
Project Baselines; Utilizing knowl of
SDLC methodologies & proficiency
w/ MS Project, Atlassian Jira, Conflu-
ence, MS Office & SQL tools to prac-
tice Agile Methodology & Waterfall
softw dvlpmt lifecycle processes. Sal
range: $175,200-$185,000/yr. Pls ap-
ply at https://bnymellon.eightfold.
ai/careers & utilize ref code # 54973.
Pls indicate "referral source -
advertisement - NYP".

PROFESSIONALFINANCIAL

FINANCIAL

ENGINEERING

EDUCATION

The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.
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Engineering Manager I w/ Spotify
USA, Inc. in NY, NY. Lead & mng a
team of data, web & backend
engineers thru hiring, coaching,
mentoring, feedback, & hands-on
career dvlpmnt. Position reqs a Bach
deg (US or foreign equiv) in Comp
Sci; Electronics Engg; Electrical Engg
or rel field & 4 yrs of exp in software
engg or rel role. Must have 4 yrs of
exp w/: HTML & JavaScript; Java
dvlpmnt; data structures & algo-
rithms; Git; REST APIs; & SQL. Must
have 2 yrs of exp w/: distributed mi-
cro services architecture; agile meth-
odology; & CI/CD. Must have 1 yr of
exp w/: mmg engineers; & exp as a
tech lead. Sal: $262,621 - $267,900 /
yr. Company HQ: NY, NY. Tele-
commuting permitted: Tele-
commuting role to be performed
anywhere in the U.S. Dom &
internat’l travel reqd 10% of the
time. Qualified Applicants: Apply on-
line at https://jobs.lever.co/spotify/
9532db6b-3dd5-448f-8c7e-
b7ffacc3f902

ICE Data Indices LLC seeks Sr Bus.
Analyst in NY, NY, to collab in all
phases of softw dvlpmnt lifecycles,
from req’mnt gathering thru
dvlpmnt & testing to on-going sup-
port & maint’ce. Wrk w/in dvlpmnt
team w/focus on maintaining &
calculating Exchange Traded Funds
(“ETFs”) & indices, as well as respon-
sible for receiving input data,
processing according to req’mnts, &
publishing & reporting output. Req’-
mnts: Bachelor’s or foreign equiv in
Electronic Eng’g, Info. Systs Mgmt, or
rel. field & 5 yrs of progressively re-
sponsible exp: documenting large,
complex softw projects; operating in
agile dvlpmnt environment utilizing
Jira; performing complex fin’l
calculations in Excel; writing MS SQL
queries to eval large data sets; sum-
marizing complex fin’l calculations
in Excel; working w/fin’l data, incl
Reference Data, Pricing, & Mrkt Data;
working w/ETFs, indices, & fund
accntg; using Fixed Income, Equity,
Derivates & Capital Mrkts; creating,
evaluating, & manipulating Fin’l/
Quant models; & performing project
mgmt. In alternative, bus. will accept
Master’s or foreign equiv in one of
above listed fields & 3 yrs of exp w/
above listed skills. Telecommuting &
/or work from homemay be permis-
sible pursuant to company policies.
When not telecommuting, must re-
port to work site. Expected base sal-
ary for this role is between $163,238-
$182,104/yr, 40 hrs/wk. Base salary
range does not incl Intercontinental
Exchange’s incentive compensation.
While we provide this range as gen-
eral guidance, at ICE we compensate
employees based on skillset & exp of
individual. Submit resume to
recruitingresumes@ice.com & indi-
cate job code HTM070824NYP in
subject line.

Systems Engineer sought by
Healthix, Inc. in New York, NY. De-
sign, build and manage datacenter,
SDDC and hybrid deployments to
optimize overall site operations.
Design Disaster Recovery solutions
aligning to RTOs RPOs to ensure
business continuity on-prem/cloud.
Design and implement backup
solutions for application consistent
backups for CACHE/IRIS database
health share applications. Manage
Hitrust phases for reviewing current
versus delta controls to revise new
controls as well as plan and execute
implementation of req controls for
closing Hitrust GAPs and CAPs to
mitigate key risks. Design and imple-
ment VDI solution for reducing hard-
ware costs for end user devices and
effectively manage the fiscal budget
allocation. Design and implement
SDN solutions for network micro-
segmentation and distributed
firewalling and routing. Train/
mentor the team for high perform-
ance and maintaining SLAs, coordi-
nating with stake holders and dele-
gation for datacenter and cloud
migrations/operations. Remote
work permitted. Must work on-site
at least one day per week. Requires:
Bachelor’s degree in Computer Sci-
ence, Information Technology or a
related field and 5 years of post-
baccalaureate, progressive experi-
ence. Must have 5 years of experi-
ence in NetApp/VMware, data cen-
ter builds, and data migrations. Must
have 3 years of experience in sys-
tems administration, InterSystems
CACHE, Hitrust CSF, and PHI/PII data-
bases. Any required experience may
have been gained concurrently. Sal-
ary range: $168,854 - $178,000/year.
Send resume to HumanResources@
healthix.org and list position title in
Subject.

IT: The Bank of New York Mellon
seeks Vice President, Full-Stack Engi-
neer II in NY, NY, to consult w/ inter-
nal bus. groups to provide appropri-
ate app softw dvlpmt srvcs or technl
support. Remote work permitted w/i
commutable distance from worksite.
Reqs: Bach or equiv. & 7 yrs exp in:
Building complex integrations betw
Salesforce & other apps using API &
Web Srvcs (REST/SOAP/Bulk); Imple-
menting salesforce features using
APEX, SOQL, SOSL, Lightning Com-
ponents, Communities, Custom
Dvlpmt, Process Builder, Approval
Process, Data Security model,
Triggers, Visualforce, Flow, Reports,
Dashboards, & Dynamic forms. In alt,
Emp will accept Master’s & 5 yrs exp.
Sal: $181,300-$246,000/yr. Qualified
applicants please apply online at
https://bnymellon.eightfold.ai/
careers & utilize ref code #56090.
Please indicate “referral source –
advertisement – NYP.

SAKS.COM LLC seeks Sr. Analyst,
Customer Analytics & Tech in NY, NY,
to dvlp & maintain procedures for
dsgn’g, executing, measuring &
tracking A/B tests for promotional
campaigns using tools such as
Apache Airflow, SQL & Github. Req’-
mnts: Master’s or foreign equiv in
Bus. Intelligence & Analytics or rel.
field & 2 yrs of exp in job offered or
rel. occupation: Applying data eng’g
practices, machine learning model-
ing & data analytics techniques to
ensure stable data pipeline; provid-
ing personalized customers’ exp im-
provement & troubleshooting issues
that arise in mrktng campaigns;
working w/reports & dashboards incl
mrktng campaigns’ revenue, website
clickstream data & omni channel
performance; utilizing coding lan-
guage such as SQL & Python to dvlp
machine learning models, such as
products relevance, purchase
prediction & lifetime value models;
dsgn’g & dvlpng A/B Testing meas-
urement procedures & implement-
ing automated processes; & per-
forming ad-hoc analysis to investi-
gate data quality & mrktng cam-
paigns performance. Telecom-
muting &/or work from homemay
be permissible pursuant to company
policies. When not telecommuting,
must report to work site. Offered
salary is between $100,000.00 -
$130,000.00/yr. Submit resume to
jobs@saks.com. Please indicate job
code LY06262024NYP.

NYSE Market (DE), Inc. seeks Tech-
nology Project Lead in NY, NY, to
collab w/in Project Mgmt Office
(“PMO”) responsible for mgmt & de-
livery of broad program comprised
of component projects ranging from
minor product launches to large-
scale new bus. ventures containing
major tech upgrades & implementa-
tions. Req’mnts: Bachelor’s or for-
eign equiv in CS or rel. field & 5 yrs of
progressively responsible exp in job
offered or rel. occupation: utilizing
agile softw dvlpmnt methodology &
tools incl Jira & Azure DevOps to
deliver softw product features; man-
aging agile scrum process incl man-
aging scrum ceremonies or events;
implementing agile organizational &
workflow patterns at enterprise
scale; conducting Scrum of Scrums,
Grooming, Retrospective & Review
sessions; & creating current & future
process flows, helping identify gaps
in process. Industry recognized certs
in enterprise scale agile methodolo-
gies such as SAFe, Nexus or Large-
Scale Scrum (Less) req’d. Telecom-
muting &/or work from homemay
be permissible pursuant to company
policies. When not telecommuting,
must report to worksite. Expected
base salary for this role is between
$157,768 - $189,625/yr, 40 hrs/wk.
Base salary range does not incl Inter-
continental Exchange’s incentive
compensation. While we provide
this range as general guidance, at
ICE we compensate employees
based on skillset & exp of individual.
Submit resume to recruitingresumes
@ice.com & indicate job code
NS070824NYP in subject line.

NYSE Market (DE), Inc. seeks Lead
Full-Stack Dvlpr in NY, NY, to collab
w/in team of softw dvlprs responsi-
ble for dsgn & dvlpmnt of web apps
that support ICE’s bus. needs by
leveraging modern front-end tech.
Req’mnts: Bachelor’s or foreign
equiv in Comp Info. Systs, Comp
Eng’g or rel. field & 5 yrs of progres-
sively responsible exp in job offered
or rel. occupation: utilizing Spring
Boot to create REST Web Services
app; utilizing Spring JDBC/Hibernate
query RBDS incl Postgres, Oracle &
SQL Servers, MongoDB, & Git to
dsgn & dvlp multi-threaded apps
using Java; performing implementa-
tion of unit/integration testing &
producing code coverage reports;
utilizing MongoDB (object-based
database) for configuration & refrnce
data; utilizing Spring actuator &
other logging tools to monitor app
health; utilizing AWS cloud environ-
ment & its services incl S3, SNS, SQS,
Cloudwatch, & Cloudtrail for app
deployment; & performing code re-
view for peers for any pull request to
release branch. Telecommuting &/or
work from home permissible pur-
suant to company policy. Expected
base salary for this role is between
$169,229 - $190,000. Base salary
range does not incl Intercontinental
Exchange’s incentive compensation.
While we provide this range as gen-
eral guidance, at ICE we compensate
employees based on skillset & exp of
individual. When not telecom-
muting, must report to work site.
Submit resume to recruitingresumes
@ice.com & indicate job code
AB070824NYP in subject line.

Product Manager, Artist Promotion
Machine Learning w/ Spotify USA
Inc. in NY, NY. Remote –
Telecommuting role to be per-
formed anywhere in the U.S. Set the
visn & mng the roadmp for mach
learning capabilities that address
customer problms in ways that meet
business goals. Bach deg (US or
foreign equiv) in Data Sci, Comp Sci,
Stats, Mgmt Sci & Engg or a rel field
& 5yrs of exp in IT proj mgmt, data
sci &/or business analysis role. Must
have exp w/: implementg mach
learning modls in customr-facing
features; applyg mach learning tech-
niques in the Mkg Tech space; lead-
ing cross-functnl teams implementg
mach learning modls in productn in
customr-facing features; guiding a
team thru the mach learning lifecy-
cle from goal setting to data gather-
ing to deploymnt, measuremnt &
iteratn; demonstrating & helping to
instill mach learning produt strategy
& best practices across teams; set-
ting goals, rallying a cross functnl
group arnd a vision or initiative, &
driving consensus among a wide
array of collaboratrs; leading internl
presentatns & meetings to enable
mach learning prodct discovry &
reqts gatherg. Sal: $157,768 -
$192,510/yr. Qualified Applicants:
See full job details & apply online at:
https://jobs.lever.co/spotify/
b5b01fd8-8530-4425-873b-
1dd4b25c660c

BUYING BASEBALL CARDS
And All Other Sports Cards,
Cert. Memorabilia & Graded
Vintage Cards. Prefer Pre-1980

Paying Top Dollar $$$
small or large collections
Call Henry 917-273-2353

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC is proposing to construct a
32.5ft metal pole
telecommunications
tower facility located at 95 Wall
Street, New York, New York County,
New York 10005
(40 42 18.0318N; 74 0 26.2548W).
Any interested party wishing to
submit comments regarding the
potential effects the proposed
facility may have on any historic
property may do so by sending
comments
to: Project 016693-PR, EBI
Consulting, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, at (781)
418-2314, or at
citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.
com

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC is proposing to construct a
32.5ft metal pole
telecommunications
tower facility located at 75 South
Street, New York, New York County,
New York 10005 (40 42 18.56N 74
0 17.95W). Any interested party
wishing to submit comments
regarding the potential effects the
proposed
facility may have on any historic
property may do so by sending
comments to: Project 016695-PR,
EBI
Consulting, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, at (781)
418-2314, or at
citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.
com.

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE
OF SALE OF COOPERATIVE
APARTMENT SECURITY

BY VIRTUE OF DEFAULT in a
security agreement executed on
January 29, 2008 by Sylvia
Navon, and in accordance with
its rights as holder of the
security, Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but solely in
its capacity as Owner Trustee for
Cascade Funding Mortgage
Trust 2018-RM2, by Kim Carrino,
Auctioneer, will conduct a
public sale of the security
consisting of 270 shares of
common stock in 140 East 95th
Street Owners Corp. and all
rights title and interest in and to
a proprietary lease between
corporation and debtor for UNIT
3C in a building known as and
by the street address, 140 East
95th Street, Unit No. 3C, New
York, NY 10128 together with
fixtures and articles of personal
property now or hereafter
affixed to or used in connection
with UNIT 3C on July 31, 2024 at
10:00AM on the portico at 60
Centre Street, New York, NY
10007, in satisfaction of an
indebtedness in the principal
amount of $282,851.41 plus
interest from January 31, 2023
and costs, subject to open
maintenance charges. The
secured party reserves the right
to bid. Ten percent (10%)
deposit by bank or certified
funds required at Auction,
payable to the attorneys for the
secured party. Closing within 30
days. Such sale shall be subject
to the terms of sale.

GROSS POLOWY LLC
1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 100
Williamsville, NY 14221 (716)
204-1700 ATTORNEYS FOR
SECURED CREDITOR 81221

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE
OF SALE OF COOPERATIVE
APARTMENT SECURITY

BY VIRTUE OF DEFAULT in a
security agreement executed on
February 09, 2010 by Yetta
Kurland AKA Yetta G. Kurland,
and in accordance with its rights
as holder of the security, Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A., by Kim
Carrino, Auctioneer, will
conduct a public sale of the
security consisting of 1,300
shares of common stock in 161
West 16th St. Owners Corp. and
all rights title and interest in and
to a proprietary lease between
corporation and debtor for UNIT
5C in a building known as and
by the street address, 161 West
16th Street, Apt 5C, New York,
NY 10011 together with fixtures
and articles of personal
property now or hereafter
affixed to or used in connection
with UNIT 5C on July 31, 2024 at
10:00AM on the portico at 60
Centre Street, New York, NY
10007, in satisfaction of an
indebtedness in the principal
amount of $2,012.05 plus
interest from October 01, 2023
and costs, subject to open
maintenance charges. The
secured party reserves the right
to bid. Ten percent (10%)
deposit by bank or certified
funds required at Auction,
payable to the attorneys for the
secured party. Closing within 30
days. Such sale shall be subject
to the terms of sale.

GROSS POLOWY LLC 1775
Wehrle Drive, Suite 100

Williamsville, NY 14221 (716)
204-1700 ATTORNEYS FOR
SECURED CREDITOR 81344

NOTICES

MALTESE PUPPIES
Adorable males and females, toy or
teacup sizes, shots and papers.

Call 718-306-4136

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES
Beautiful Males & Females

Price to $ell
Call 718-306-4136

YORKIE PUPPIES
ADORABLE, pure bred,
toy & teacup sizes.
Call 718-306-4136

Senior Machine Learning Engineer
w/ Spotify USA Inc. in NY, NY. Bld
new product features. Prototype
new algorithms, eval w/ small scale
experiments, & implement solutns at
scale. Master’s deg (U.S. or foreign
equiv) in Stats, Math, Comp Sci or a
rel field & 1 yr of exp in the job
offered or in a rel quantitative role.
Must have 1 yr of exp w/: Woking
w/ disparate data sources, both
structurd & unstructurd;
Understandg how to manipulate
data & perfrm feature engg on data-
sets; Utilizg data exploratn / data
visualizatn tools such as ggplot pkg
in R & matplotlib in Python; Utilizg
Cloud platfrms such as GCP or AWS;
Writg code in statl programming
languages, such as Python or R, w/
proper documentatn; Utilizg Mach
Learng techniques such as clusterg
& decisn tree learng, & understandg
their real-wrld advantages/draw-
backs; Explaing the intuitn & as-
sumptns behind Mach Learng algo-
rithms, & applying these concepts to
craft Mach Learng systms that solve
challengg problms. Sal: $196,460-
$294,690/yr. Company HQ: NY, NY;
Telecommuting permitted: role may
be performed remotely in any re-
gion w/in the US. Qualified Appli-
cants: See full job details & apply on-
line at https://jobs.lever.co/spotify/
dd46fcf5-31d9-404b-8039-
c8007f32c624

Data Scientist II w/ Spotify USA Inc.
NY, NY. Drive bus decisns by using
differnt anlyticl & stat approaches,
incl both regulr reporting & ad-hoc
investigatns. Master’s deg (US or
foreign equiv) in Stats, Econ, Bus
Admin, Data Sci, Data Analytics, or a
rel field & 3 ys of exp in bus & mktg
anlytics or rel role. Must have 3 yrs of
exp w/: mng data & performg anlysis
using SQL & Python; anlyzg lge data
sets & modlg big data usg Python or
R; measurg the impct of bus, mktg &
growth initiatives; synthesizg anlytcl
findgs into actnable strategies using
Google Sheets, Excel, PowerPoint (or
sim sftwr). Emplyr will also accept
Bach deg (US or foreign equiv) in
Stats, Econ, Bus Admin, Data Sci,
Data Anlytis, or a rel field & 5 yrs of
exp in bus & mktg anlytcs or rel role.
Must have 5 yrs of exp w/: mng data
& performg analysis using SQL & Py-
thon; analyzg lge data sets & modlg
big data using Python or R; measurg
the impact of bus, mktg & grwth ini-
tiatives; synthesizing anlyticl findgs
into actnable strategies using
Google Sheets, Excel, PowerPoint (or
sim sftwr). Sal:$163,238-$184,741/yr.
Company HQ: NY, NY;
Telecommuting permittd: work may
be performed in any loc in the U.S.
Qualified Applicants: See full job de-
tails and apply online at https://jobs.
lever.co/spotify/1eda8929-7e76-
45de-887d-eba39d0ced95

Software Engineer for Flatiron
Health, Inc., NY, NY. Req: Bachelor’s
in Comp Sci, Mgmt Systems, or rltd
+ 3 yrs of exp (or Master’s + 1 yr).
Telecommuting permitted. Salary
Range (NY, NY) is $145,000 -
$194,400 /yr. Annual pay range for
this position is based on preferred
primary loc of the role listed above.
Base pay offd may vary depending
on job-rltd knowl, skills, & exp. An
annual bonus & equity may be pro-
vided as part of the compensation
package, in addition to a full range
of medical, fin’l, &/or other benefits,
depending on the position offd.
Apply through https://job-boards.
greenhouse.io/community-portal/
jobs/6088365 (Job ID: IM0004)

IT: The Bank of New York Mellon
seeks Principal Developer in NY, NY,
to consult w/ internal bus. groups to
provide high-level app softw dvlpmt
srvcs or technl support. Remote
work permitted w/i commutable dis-
tance from worksite. REQ’MTS: Bach
or equiv, & 10 yrs exp: Creating web
srvcs using C# & ASP.NET exposing
them thru SOAP & RESTful imple-
mentation to Authenticate, Lookup
& Retrieve data from SQL; Planning,
analyzing, designing, implementing
& maintaining Softw Dvlpmt Life
Cycle (SDLC) using JavaScript, C#, &
JQuery. Sal: $187,680-$246,000/yr
Qualified applicants please apply
online at https://bnymellon.
eightfold.ai/careers & utilize ref code
#55717. Please indicate “referral
source – advertisement – NYP.
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Sell it in the

Classifieds
Email clloyd@nypost.com
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To place your ad in the NY Post Classifieds
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ACTIONACTION

l1 2 3/8 miles(T); $150,000; A.P. Smithwick; stplchs
Jumping into Week 2 at the Spa. LIMPERATOR won a Grade 1 at 

Aqueduct at this distance. Crushed allowance by 8 lengths here last 
summer. Board hitter 9 of 10. ABAAN is the M/L fave after winning 4 
straight. Beat top pick twice. FREDDY FLINTSHIRE was 6th and ZIGGIE 
POPS was 3rd behind Limperatore. Freddy won a 50k, same distance in 
April and offers better value. Ziggie Pops won by open lengths 2 back. 
PICKANUMBER Irish-bred won twice before shipping to the US.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Ziggle Pops(GB),148 G Watters 3-1-4 Fisher 6-1

2  Abaan,158 B Dalton 1-1-1 Dalton 9-5

3  West Newton(GB),144 H Beswick 7-5-1 Hendriks 20-1

4  Freddy Flintshire,146 S Mulqueen 6-3-2 Brion 10-1

5  L'Imperator(FR),154 J Gainford 1-3-3 Kingsley 3-1

6  Going Country(IRE),140 P Hendriks 6-4-3 Brion 20-1

7  Pickanumber(IRE),152 J Bargary x-x-x Young 2-1

l2 1 1/8 miles; $100,000; mdn; 3up(f)
Graduation time for SAVE TIME. Stretched to this distance and ran 

home a clear 2nd. Moves forward for Chad Brown who also saddles 
FAZOOLS. Fell more than 16 lengths back before closing to within a neck, 
debuting at Monmouth. Gets another furlong to work with. CARARRA is 0 
for 6 after running evenly for 3rd at 38-1. McPeek gives the Churchill 
invader another 1/16. REFUSE TO LOSE finished well to be 3rd, then 2nd. 
Sprint to route for DePaz.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Fade to Grey(L),118 J Velazquez 7-x-x Pletcher 6-1

2  Save Time(L),118 I Ortiz, Jr 2-2-3 C Brown 7-5

3  Goodnight My Angel(L),118 M Franco 5-5-x Pletcher 8-1

4  Cararra(L),118 J Alvarado 3-10-11 McPeek 12-1

5  Refuse to Lose(L),124 R Santana, Jr 2-3-x De Paz 4-1

6  Fazools(L),118 F Prat 2-x-x C Brown 2-1

l3 5 1/2 fur; $90,000; mdn; 2YO(f)
Two-year-old fillies make their career debuts. Our order of finish 

LIGHTNING MAMA (Maker/Vazquez/Bolt Doro), VEHEMENTE (Sharp/Saez/
Vekoma), AILANI (Giddings/Santana), BELLACOSE (J Englehart/Franco) 
and PRACTICALLY SUMMER (Mott/Alvarado). Vehemente the M/L 
favorite. Ailani best value.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Vehemente,119 L Saez x-x-x Sharp 9-5

2  Bubbe Dearest,119 I Castillo x-x-x Maker 8-1

3  Lightning Mama,119 R Vazquez x-x-x Maker 6-1

4  Trail of Gold,119 J Velazquez x-x-x Donk 10-1

5  Pawtucketshuffle,119 F Prat x-x-x De Paz 6-1

6  Practically Summer,119 J Alvarado x-x-x Mott 7-2

7  Bellacose,119 M Franco x-x-x Englehart 6-1

8  Ailani,119 R Santana, Jr x-x-x Giddings 15-1

l4 7 fur; $35,000; clm($16,000); 3up(f)
Mike Maker moves MALU lower. Close 2nd, distant 7th at Churchill. 

J Ortiz picks up the mount. SHARPER GAL ships from Kentucky as well. 
Broke maiden (5th start) then 6th of 8 running for 50k. Rebound chance but 
not sure she wants 7/8. Gaffalione was aboard for the W. PERMED Turf to 
dirt for Pletcher. 0 for 2 on dirt but gets a field she can beat and gets Saez 
back.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Dashing Della(L),122 J Castellano 3-6-5 Arenas 15-1

2  Toot Your Horn(L),122 J Gomez 6-5-7 Contessa 20-1

3  Permed(L),120 L Saez 8-1-3 Pletcher 3-1

4  Jay's Love(L),120 J Rosario 4-6-8 Barrera 8-1

5  Sharper Gal(L),120 T Gaffalione 6-1-2 Sharp 5-2

6  Pebble Lane(L),122 R Maragh 12-5-2 Duggan 12-1

7  Accelerina(L),124 M Franco 10-10-1 Rodriguez 8-1

8  Malu(L),124 J Ortiz 7-2-1 Maker 2-1

l5 1 1/16 miles(T); $115,000; alw; 3up(f)
Irish filly OLIVIA MARALDA has made 2 starts in the US. Beat a 1/2 

length in both, latest in a Grade 1 at Santa Anita. ICHIBAN MTO. Wired 
similar on the 4th of July. Took 2nd in the muddy Empire Distaff last year. 
SABALENKA makes 4YO debut for Beckman. 0 for 7 last year but runnerup 
in a 750k at Kentucky Downs. Geroux at a price. NO SHOW SAMMY JO 
surged late to win 2 straight, both at a mile. Should get the extra 1/16.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  A Primera Vista(L),122 L Dettori 1-1-1 Raven 10-1

2  Be Your Best(IRE)(L),122 I Ortiz, Jr 13-4-2 De Paz 7-2

3  Panama Red(IRE)(L),122 J Ortiz 4-6-1 Stidham 15-1

4  Sabalenka(L),122 F Geroux 7-7-2 Whitworth 20-1

5  Promiseher America(L),122 R Santana, Jr 2-7-5 De Paz 12-1

6  No Show Sammy Jo(L),124 M Franco 1-1-4 Motion 5-1

7  Swoop to Finish(L),124 J Alvarado 5-2-1 Mott 12-1

8  Breath Away(GB)(L),122 J Rosario 2-4-2 Clement 6-1

9  Olivia Maralda(IRE)(L),122 F Prat 2-2-x Walden 8-5

10 Value Area(L),118 Rider TBA 7-1-3 Pletcher 3-1

11 Ichiban(L),124 J Lezcano 1-10-8 Rice 6-5

l6 5 1/2 fur(T); $57,000; mdn clm($50,000); 3up(f)
Debut day for LADY REIGNS. Sired by Violence who is by Medaglia 

Doro. Castellano rides for Antonucci. Draws hedge; offers fair 1st out 
value. PRECISELY debuted 3rd behind a pair of next out winners after 
flashing speed. That was 13 months ago. Drops for Ward; 1st time lasix; 
Dettori on; blinkers off. Brad Cox' HUE switches surfaces after a debut dud 
on dirt.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Lady Reigns(M),119 J Castellano x-x-x Antonucci 8-1

2  Hue(L),119 F Geroux 8-x-x Cox 4-1

3  Belliqueux(L),119 J Rosario 9-8-x Baker 15-1

4  Precisely(M),119 L Dettori 3-x-x Ward 5-2

5  Bobby Jean(M),119 J Velazquez 6-x-x Hennig 12-1

6  Parade Ring(IRE)(L),119 K Carmouche 6-5-4 A Dutrow 9-2

7  Park Avenue Betty(L),119 J Ortiz 9-x-x Kimmel 15-1

8  Exotic Cat(L),124 O Hrndz Mreno 5-6-10 Pregman 50-1

9  Street View(L),119 M Franco 6-6-4 Weaver 5-1

10 Sassy Allie(L),119 I Ortiz, Jr 6-x-x Falcone 10-1

11 Althena(L),119 L Luzzi 6-11-2 Paragallo 50-1

12 Barstool Babe(L),124 J Ortiz 6-8-4 Rice 7-2

13 Swan(L),119 Rider TBA 5-2-x Potts 15-1

l7 7 fur; $50,000; alw; 4up(f)
Awesome Again? SHES AWESOME exits a troubled 4th. Winner 

previous 3 starts. Rider change to Gaffalione. THERESASILVERLININ Fast 
filly brings a 3 race winning streak from Churchill. The one to catch. IM 
BUZZY was 3rd, a neck better than the compromised Shes Awesome. Four 
wins, four 3rd place finishes in her 8 starts this year. Prat rides for Gustavo 
Rodriguez. And DECK OF CARDS has won 3 in a row as well. May match 
strides with Theresasilverlinin early.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  I'm Buzzy(L),118 F Prat 3-3-3 Rodriguez 8-1

2  Fontanafredda(L),118 J Castellano 1-4-2 Persaud 15-1

3  Killy Start(L),118 J Rosario 1-1-7 Contessa 12-1

4  She's Awesome(L),118 T Gaffalione 4-1-1 Rodriguez 6-1

5  Deck of Cards(L),120 R Vazquez 1-1-1 Maker 6-1

6  Jackie the Joker(L),118 L Luzzi 1-6-3 Potts 15-1

7  Obrigada(L),118 I Ortiz, Jr 8-3-5 Rodriguez 8-1

8  Icy Reply(L),118 L Rivera, Jr 1-5-4 Ferraro 12-1

9  She Caught My Eye(L),118 J Lezcano 5-3-3 Rice 5-1

10 Theresasilverlinin(L),118 L Saez 1-1-1 Maker 2-1

l8 1 mileT; $150,000; New York Stallion Stake; 3YOf
The Statue of Liberty division of the New York Stallion Series. 

SPIRIT OF ESTHER is an 0 for 5 maiden after rallying for 2nd, this distance. 
Plenty of speed in here. Alvarado at a price. SOLOSHOT was 1st, MY SHEA 
D LADY was only 2 lengths back in 5th and BEING BETTY was 3rd in a 150k 
sprint at Aqueduct. My Shea D Lady was making her grass debut and may 
be better in rematch. BOSSY JEANS moved lower and responded, 
graduating gate-to-wire. Saez will have her involved early.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

1  Tour Jete,118 J Ortiz 2-12-2 De Paz 10-1

2  Sohana,118 F Prat 4-1-3 Cox 6-1

3  Soloshot,123 I Ortiz, Jr 1-4-2 Shivmangal 4-1

4  My Shea D Lady,123 J Castellano 5-2-1 David 8-1

5  Cap Ferrat,118 M Franco 1-x-x Joseph 9-2

6  Baroness Bourbon,118 D Davis 10-2-6 Begg 15-1

7  Spirit of Esther,118 J Alvarado 2-7-5 C Martin 8-1

8  Amy's Light,118 J Leparoux 6-3-5 Pringle 20-1

9  Being Betty,118 J Lezcano 3-9-5 Serpe 6-1

10 Bossy Jeans,118 L Saez 1-3-5 Maker 9-2

11 Starlight Dancer,118 J Gomez 2-4-5 Nevin 15-1

12 War Terminatrix,118 L Rivera, Jr 7-6-6 Contessa 30-1

l9 1 1/16 miles(T); $55,000; mdn clm($40,000); 3up(f)
PAY THE BILLS if she draws in off the AE. French filly debuted a 1/2 

dozen lengths short. Better, moving lower, stretching longer for Chad 
Brown. MATURITY DATE MTO. THE TACO LADY tired, both grass starts at 
this distance. Moves lower for Maker who makes a rider change to 
Carmouche. CLASSIC CARA is 0 for 7 but a clear 2nd this level/distance last 
out.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last 3 Trainer Odds

2  Luna Love(L),118 J Alvarado 6-8-7 Sano 12-1

3  Lion's Miracle Mo(L),118 D Davis 10-x-x Handal 30-1

4  The Taco Lady(L),118 K Carmouche 8-6-4 Maker 6-1

5  Looking for Ginny(L),118 J Ortiz 8-3-6 McPeek 12-1

6  Classic Cara(L),118 J Castellano 2-9-7 Friedman 8-1

7  Don't Touch Me(IRE)(M),118 J Gomez 8-x-x Jimenez 20-1

8  American Kestrel(L),118 R Maragh 8-7-5 Tagg 6-1

9  Coquito(L),118 F Prat 7-6-9 Rodriguez 8-1

1  a-True Myth(L),118 L Saez 5-4-5 Terranova 9-2

10 Fantasy Performer(M),118 I Ortiz, Jr 9-x-x C Brown 5-1

11 Blind Speed(L),118 R Vazquez 7-x-x Zito 20-1

12 Purrfect Girl(L),118 J Rosario 4-10-x A Dutrow 6-1

13 Pay the Bills(FR)(L),118 F Prat 8-x-x C Brown 7-2

14 Summer Festival(L),118 M Franco 7-x-x Schettino 15-1

15 Maturity Date(L),118 I Ortiz, Jr 2-3-2 Rice 4-5

1A a-Thedreamcontinues,124 Rider TBA x-x-x Weaver 9-2

FIRST-1-mile pace; nw7500l5; purse 
$15,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:12 
TIME-27.0; 55.2; 1:23.2; 1:51.4 
2 TwnBDeluxe(MKkley) 3.50 2.10 2.10

4 WalkinshawN(ASiegelman) 2.90 2.10

3 Caughtinalandslide (J Stratton) 2.20

• Exacta (2/4) $3.95 • Triple (2/4/3) $8.50 • 
$.10 Superfecta (2/4/3/5) $1.79
Scr:  Undrthsouthrnsun N.
SECOND-1-mile pace; 3-6yo50clm; purse 
$22,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:31 
TIME-28.0; 56.2; 1:24.0; 1:51.4 
1 Verdun (M Kakaley) 2.50 2.10 2.10

3 Just Enuff Stuff (J Bartlett) 3.60 2.20

2 Surfside Beach (J Stratton) 2.10

• Exacta (1/3) pays $3.85 • Triple (1/3/2) 
$7.40 • $.10 Superfecta () • Daily double (2/1) 
$2.55
Scr:  Bounty Hunter.
THIRD-1-mile pace; 30000clm; purse 
$18,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:49 
TIME-27.4; 57.2; 1:25.4; 1:54.0 
6 NowhereCrkA(JBrtltt) 7.40 3.30 3.40

8 ImAPowerplyA(ASegelmn) 4.80 3.40

5 Artist Best (T Buter) 4.30

• Exacta (6/8) $14.80 • Triple (6/8/5) $68.00 • 
$.10 Superfecta (6/8/5/2) $17.57
Scr:  Kerford Road A.
FOURTH-1-mile pace; nw15000l5; purse 
$21,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:09 
TIME-27.0; 56.1; 1:23.4; 1:52.1 
4 Kingsville (J Marohn) 5.00 2.70 2.50

5 AnothrmstrpeceN(JBrtlett) 2.10 2.10

1 Mikiteen (J Bongiorno) 4.20

• Exacta (4/5) pays $6.70 • Triple (4/5/1) 
$39.25 • $.10 Superfecta (4/5/1/6) $16.00 • $1 
Pick 3 (1/6/4) $16.80 • $1 Pick 4 (2,7/1,4/6/4) 
$53.25
Scr:  Ever Hoping A.
FIFTH-1-mile pace; nw20000l5; purse 
$24,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:35 
TIME-27.2; 56.2; 1:23.4; 1:51.3 
4 Ammo (M Kakaley) 4.20 2.40 2.10

3 Tip Top Cat (J Bongiorno) 2.10 2.10

2 Captivate Hanover (A Siegelman) 2.40

• Exacta (4/3) $3.65 • Triple (4/3/2) $10.20 • 
$.10 Superfecta (4/3/2/5) $4.77 • $1 Pick 3 
(6/4/4) $20.90
SIXTH-1-mile pace; nw30000l5; purse 
$30,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:59 
TIME-26.4; 56.0; 1:23.1; 1:51.3 
1 TyphnBnnrN(JBngrn) 7.20 2.90 2.60

2 Ultimaroca (J Stratton) 2.40 2.20

8 American Dealer N (J Bartlett) 4.40

• Exacta (1/2) $6.60 • Triple (1/2/8) $38.75 • 
$.10 Superfecta (1/2/8/4) $17.17 • $1 Pick 3 
(4/4/1) $26.50
SEVENTH-1-mile pace; 50000clm; purse 
$22,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 9:21 
TIME-27.3; 56.3; 1:24.1; 1:52.2 
2 RelWlley(JBongorno) 4.20 2.80 2.10

1 Optical Illusion N (D Dube) 4.10 2.80

6 Shine A Light (J Bartlett) 2.20

• Exacta (2/1) $7.50 • Triple (2/1/6) $19.00 • 
$.10 Superfecta (2/1/6/3) $9.40
EIGHTH-1-mile pace; nw32551l5; purse 
$30,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 9:41 
TIME-27.2; 56.2; 1:23.2; 1:50.4 
6 CoverdBrdg(JStrtton) 5.90 3.00 2.50

1 WhtsStnleyGotA(GBrennn) 3.00 2.70

4 Backstreet Shadow (B Holland) 2.80

• Exacta (6/1) $8.90 • Triple (6/1/4) $22.60 • 
$.10 Superfecta (6/1/4/2) $8.85
NINTH-1-mile pace; 3-5yo 30cl; purse 
$18,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 10:03 
TIME-28.3; 57.0; 1:25.2; 1:54.3 
4 Vandalism (T Buter) 62.00 24.00 6.30

3 TakeACloserLook(MKkley) 3.10 2.50

6 Lyons Pride (J Bongiorno) 7.90

• Exacta (4/3) $158.75 • Triple (4/3/6) 
$1,088.50 • $.10 Superfecta (4/3/6/5) $311.15 
• Late double (6/4) $138.00 • $1 Pick 3 (2/6/4) 
$282.00 • $1 Pick 4 (1/2/6/4) $1,650.00 • Pick 
5 (4/1/2/6/4) $3,381.00

Attendance: N/A.
Total Handle-$481,048.

Yonkers results MondayPost Time: 1:10 p.m.
vcangialosi@nypost.com

Lock of
the Day

Save Time (2nd)
Lock Record: 2 for 3 (67%)
Meet Record: 14/43  $79.60  Saratoga Analysis by Vic Cangialosi

Haven’t hit a play yet. Silver Circle (10/1) 
and Your Man Alex (7/1) both drew the 
short stick in 3-way win photos. Close 
doesn’t count. Down -$182 after just a week.

Week 2. Play $30 to win on Save Time in 
Race 2. And $4 across the board on Lady 
Reigns in Race 6 and Spirit Of Esther in 
Race 8. — Vic Cangialosi

PLAY OF THE DAY
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STITCHES

Feeling Feverish? Take Indiana
Slim pickens. Wednesday’s sports 

menu looks like the menu at Red Lob-
ster at 11 p.m., after the “all you can eat 
for $20” wolves have wiped out the 
shrimp & crab buffet tables. Monday’s 
“Action Top Play” focused on darts. 
Stitches’ campaign manager Don Reed 
after further review: “Maybe darts isn’t 
such a ridiculous idea after all. There’s 
no bullpen in darts.” The “BULLpens” 
will resume blowing our saves on Fri-
day. Stitches, who has appeared on 
more dart boards than Prince Harry, 
will play $50 on Caitlin Clark and the 

Fever who are in Dallas to take on 
the...hold on let me check...ah yes, the 
Wings.

-$
Like most of our first half plays, the 

Home Run-Demolition Derby didn’t go 
our way. Looked to the National League 
to turn our luck around but they turned 
our stomachs. 

Hunter “Queasy” Greene gave up a 
two-run homer to Jarren Duran and the 
American League won it 5-3. Down 
-1,056 rayfosses.

stitches@nypost.com

Sports Shorts
NFL: 49ers’ Aiyuk requests trade

Brandon Aiyuk has requested a trade 
from the  49ers because the two sides ha-
ven’t made progress on a new contract, a 
person familiar with the star wide re-
ceiver’s decision told The Associated Press.

Aiyuk is scheduled to make $14.1 million 
this season in the final year of his rookie con-
tract. The 2020 first-round pick was a second-
team All-Pro last season, when he had 75 
catches for 1,342 yards and seven touchdowns.
lCaleb Williams finally inked his 

rookie contract Tuesday with the Bears as 
the quarterback and No. 1 pick in the 2024 
draft signed a four-year deal worth $39 
million — fully guaranteed with a $25.5 
million signing bonus, per ESPN. The deal 
includes a fifth-year team option.

The Bears also agreed to a four-year con-
tract with an option for the 2028 season with 
rookie receiver Rome Odunze, the No. 9 
overall pick in the draft from Washington.
l Patriots wide receiver Kayshon 

Boutte will not be prosecuted on charges 
related to illegal online gaming that police 
said took place while he was underage and 
still a player at Louisiana State University, 
the East Baton Rouge Parish district attor-
ney’s office  said Tuesday.

Boutte has completed a “gambling 
awareness” program and has agreed to a 
ban from gaming in Massachusetts and on 
the FanDuel and BET99 online sites.

NBA: Kobe’s dad dies at 69
Joe “Jellybean” Bryant, the father of 

the late Basketball Hall of Famer Kobe 
Bryant, has died, his alma mater an-
nounced Tuesday. Bryant, who spent eight 
seasons in the NBA with three different 
franchises, was 69. The Philadelphia In-

quirer, citing La Salle coach Fran Dunphy, 
reported that Joe Bryant recently had a 
massive stroke.
lKyrie Irving broke his left hand dur-

ing an offseason workout and had surgery, 
and the Mavericks didn’t provide a time-
line for his recovery in an announcement 
of the injury Tuesday night.
l Jontay Porter, who has been banned 

from the NBA after admitting that he helped 
bettors by intentionally underperforming in 
games, asked a federal court Wednesday for 
permission to resume his playing career in 
Greece with Promitheas BC.
l The Lakers have hired Kings G 

League coach Lindsey Harding as an as-
sistant coach. Harding, 39, earned the G 
League Coach of the Year for the Stockton 
Kings.
l Free agent guard Patrick Beverley 

announced on his podcast that he is leaving 
the NBA to play next season in Israel with 
Hapoel Tel Aviv BC. The 36-year-old  is a 
three-time NBA All-Defensive selection.

SOCCER: U.S. women ends in draw
The U.S. women’s soccer team played to 

a 0-0 draw with Costa Rica in sweltering 
temperatures in its final exhibition 
tune-up game before the Paris Olympics. It 
was 98 degrees Fahrenheit (37 Celsius) at 
kickoff at Audi Field after Washington tied 
the hottest day on record in the nation’s 
capital at 104 degrees hours earlier.
l Inter Miami coach Gerardo Martin 

said Tuesday that Lionel Messi will miss 
the next two games after the Argentina star 
injured his right ankle in the final of the 
Copa America against Colombia Sunday. 

Messi, 37, will miss Miami’s games 
against Toronto FC on Wednesday and 
Saturday against the Chicago Fire. 

The Line
Powered by

Updated lines at BetMGM.com

WNBA
Wednesday

Favorite PTS (O/U) Underdog
LYNX 8.5 (151.5) Dream
Fever 4.5 (173.5) WINGS

NFL
Thursday- Sept. 5

Favorite PTS (O/U) Underdog
CHIEFS 2.5 (46.5) Ravens

Friday- Sept. 6
+Eagles 1.5 (48.5) Packers
+Sao Paulo, Brazil

Sunday- Sept. 8
GIANTS 1 (41.5) Vikings

Monday- Sept. 9
49ERS 5.5 (45.5) Jets

Home Teams In CAPS

Men’s Olympic Basketball

Sunday- July 28

Favorite PTS (O/U) Underdog
+United States 13.5 (179) Serbia

Wednesday- July 31
+United States 33.5 (175.5) South Sudan
+Lille, France  

CFL

Friday

Favorite PTS (O/U) Underdog
REDBLACKS 2.5 (52.5) Elks
Blue Bombers 2.5 (50.5) ROUGHRIDERS

Saturday
Argonauts 3.5 (52.5) TIGER-CATS

Sunday
Lions 4.5 (52.5) STAMPEDERS

TOP PLAY

Fever believers, keep
riding Clark Express

By Andrew Norton
actionnetwork.com

After winning only 13 games last 
season, the Indiana Fever (11-14) are 
already closing in on that win total 
with 15 regular-season games remain-
ing.

Caitlin Clark is averaging 16.8 
points, 7.8 assists, 5.8 rebounds and 1.5 
steals per game. In her first WNBA 
season, the Iowa product didn’t need 
much time to adapt to professional 
life.

On Wednesday night, in the final 
game before the month-long All-Star 
and Olympics break, the Fever travel 
to Dallas to face the Wings, who have 
a 5-19 record and have dropped six of 
their past seven games. 

The Wings have dealt with several 
injuries to key players this season, but 
they did get Odyssey Sims and Nata-
sha Howard back recently. Still, they 
have been abysmal, losing six of their 
past seven games and 17 of 19 overall.

During that stretch, the Wings have 
allowed opponents to make 49% of 
their shots from the field and 37% of 
their attempts from behind the arc. 

Meanwhile, the Fever’s season 
started slowly, but they have come on 
strong lately, securing eight wins in 
their past 12 games. They are coming 
off a road win against the league’s 
best defensive team (Lynx) and beat 
the first-place Liberty on July 6.

Indiana has found a way to win 
games despite shooting poorly from 
behind the arc. The Fever have only 
hit 26.4% of their 3-point attempts 
over their past six outings but have 
still secured four wins in that stretch.

This is the perfect game for Indiana 
to escape its recent 3-point shooting 

struggles. The Wings have allowed 
teams to knock down 3s at a high clip, 
particularly over their past 10 games; 
opponents are hitting 41% from deep 
in that span. 

This should be a fairly straightfor-
ward game for Clark and a surging Fe-
ver team. 

THE PLAY: Fever -4.5 (-108, Fan-
Duel).

Andrew Norton handicaps basketball 
for Action Network.
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TENNIS
Favorites to win U.S. Open

MEN ODDS
Carlos Alcaraz +165
Jannik Sinner +170
Novak Djokovic +188
Daniil Medvedev +700
Alexander Zverev 12/1
Stefanos Tsitsipas 28/1
Ben Shelton 28/1
Taylor Fritz 33/1
Frances Tiafoe 40/1
Holger Rune 40/1
Hubert Hurkacz 40/1
Andrei Rublev 50/1
Casper Ruud 50/1
Matteo Berrettini 50/1

WOMEN ODDS
Iga Swiatek +275
Aryna Sabalenka +300
Coco Gauff +500
Naomi Osaka +600
Elena Rybakina +700
Jessica Pegula 12/1
Mirra Andreeva 14/1
Danielle Collins 14/1
Jasmine Paolini 18/1
Karolina Muchova 20/1
Bianca Andreescu 20/1
Emma Raducanu 20/1
Madison Keys 25/1
Marketa Vondrousova 25/1

Odds & Ends
GOLF

Favorites to win
The Open 

Championship
Thursday-Sunday,

Troon, Scotland

PLAYER  ODDS

Scottie Scheffler  +550

Rory McIlroy  +800

Xander Schauffele  12/1

Ludvig Aberg  14/1

Bryson DeChambeau  16/1

Collin Morikawa  16/1

Tyrrell Hatton  22/1

Jon Rahm  25/1

Tommy Fleetwood  25/1

Robert MacIntyre  33/1

Viktor Hovland  33/1

Brooks Koepka  40/1

Shane Lowry  40/1

Tom Kim  40/1

Patrick Cantlay  45/1

Tony Finau  45/1

Cameron Smith  50/1

Hideki Matsuyama  50/1

Joaquin Niemann  50/1

Sahith Theegala  50/1

Cameron Young  55/1

Louis Oosthuizen  55/1

Sungjae Im  55/1

Aaron Rai  55/1

Adam Scott  66/1

Brian Harman  66/1

Corey Conners  66/1

Matt Fitzpatrick  66/1

Min Woo Lee  66/1

Wyndham Clark  66/1

Jordan Spieth  66/1

Justin Thomas  66/1

Alex Noren  80/1

Akshay Bhatia  100/1

Davis Thompson  100/1

Nicolai Hojgaard  100/1

Sam Burns  100/1

Sepp Straka  100/1

Si Woo Kim  100/1

Top American
PLAYER  ODDS

Scottie Scheffler  +275

Xander Schauffele  +600

Collin Morikawa  +750

Bryson DeChambeau  +800

Brooks Koepka  16/1

Patrick Cantlay  18/1

Tony Finau  18/1

Sahith Theegala  20/1

Cameron Young   22/1

Top Senior
PLAYER  ODDS

Padraig Harrington  +275

Phil Mickelson  +300

Stewart Cink  +350

Ernie Els  +400

Alex Cejka  12/1

Darren Clarke  14/1

Justin Leonard  16/1
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 Home Team Lineups  HOME         AWAY          

 TODAY
July 17

THU
July 18

FRI
July 19

SAT
July 20 

SUN
July 21

MON
July 22

TUE
July 23

NO            
GAME  

NO 
GAME

T.B. 
7:05 
YES 

WFAN

T.B. 
1:05 
YES 

WFAN

T.B. 
1:35 
YES 

WFAN

T.B. 
1:05 
YES 

WFAN

Mets 
7:05 
YES 

WFAN

 

NO          
GAME

NO 
GAME

Miami 
7:10 
SNY 

WCBS

Miami 
4:10 

PIX11 
WCBS

Miami 
1:40 

PIX11
WCBS

Miami 
6:40 
SNY 

WCBS

Yanks 
7:05 

PIX11 
WCBS

Olympic Break: Next Game- August 15                                                                     
Los Angeles                                                                                                         

9:00                                                                                                                  
ESPN

Today Today Saturday

CF Montreal            
7:30 

Apple TV+

Atlanta United                      
7:30                         

Apple TV+

Chicago         
Red Stars

5:00
CBSSN

Today's Sports on the Air
NBA 
Summer 
League

3 p.m. Heat vs. Mavericks ESPN2

3:30 p.m. Kings vs. Knicks NBATV
5 p.m. Raptors vs. Jazz ESPN2
5:30 p.m. Celtics vs. Hornets NBATV
8 p.m. Suns vs. Thunder NBATV
9:30 p.m. Lakers vs. Hawks ESPN
10 p.m. Warriors vs. Cavaliers NBATV

Soccer 7:30 p.m. CF Montreal at Red Bulls Apple TV+
7:30 p.m. NYCFC at Atlanta United Apple TV+

8 p.m. USL Championship:                                                  
Rhode Island at Birmingham CBSSN

8:30 p.m. Orlando City SC at Nashville SC FS1
9 p.m. Liga MX: Pumas UNAM at Juarez FS2
10:30 p.m. Real Salt Lake at LAFC FS1

WNBA 7:30 p.m. Fever at Wings ESPN
Basketball Noon Pre-Olympic Showcase: U.S. vs. Serbia FS1

Golf 4 a.m. 
(Thurs.)

DP World/PGA Tour: The Open 
Championship, 1st Round USA

Tennis 6 a.m.
ATP Newport, ATP Hamburg, ATP Gstaad, 
ATP Bastad, WTA Budapest,                         
WTA Palermo- Early Rounds Tennis

4:30 a.m. 
(Thurs.)

ATP Newport, ATP Hamburg, ATP Gstaad, 
ATP Bastad, WTA Budapest,                             
WTA Palermo- Early Rounds Tennis

Baseball 9:30 p.m. West Coast All-Star Game MLBN
Horse 
Racing 2 p.m. Saratoga Live FS2

2 p.m. FanDuel Racing MSGSN

BET SMART

By Derek Farnsworth
actionnetwork.com

This year’s Open Championship will 
be held at the Old Course at Royal 
Troon in Scotland — a par-71 that 
measures 7,385 yards. The last time the 
course hosted The Open was in 2016, 
when Henrik Stenson and Phil Mickel-
son put on an epic battle in extremely 
difficult conditions. 

A classic links course, Royal Troon 
features the longest hole in Open 
Championship history (623-yard No. 6) 
and the famous postage stamp (123-
yard No. 8). 

As is usually the case in the UK, 
weather will have a major impact on 
scoring. The forecast calls for 20-plus 
mph gusts on most of the days during 
the tournament. Given how small the 
greens are and how much trouble there 
is off the tee, expect a low rate for 
greens hit in regulation. 

This is not a course where golfers are 
going to be able to overpower off the 
tee. They will have to contend with 
several blind tee shots, numerous fair-
way bunkers, and gorse bushes and tall 
fescue if you stray too far offline. 

Royal Troon is a strategic course, 
which is why both total driving and 
links experience are high on my list in 
picking outright winners. I 
will also be looking at 
strokes-gained approach, 
scrambling, Open Champi-
onship experience and 
strokes gained per round in 
windy conditions. 

Here are my best 
bets for the 
weekend:

Xander 
Schauffele 
(12/1, BetMGM)

Enjoying a career year, 
Schauffele already has 11 
top-10 finishes and even 
picked up his first major 
championship (PGA 
Championship) a couple of 
months ago. 

He’s elite in all four of the 
strokes-gained categories (off 
the tee, on approach, around the 
green and putting) and doesn’t have 
the same scar tissue as Rory McIl-
roy, who has let three majors slip 
through his fingers in the last cou-
ple of years. 

Schauffele has an excellent 
track record on links courses and 
nearly won The Open in 2018. 
Since then, he’s posted finishes of 

T41, T26, T15 and T17 at this event. 
Now that he has a major under his belt, 
he shouldn’t be intimidated if he’s in 
the mix on Sunday. 

Tyrrell Hatton (28/1, DraftKings)
Hatton didn’t win on the PGA Tour 

last year, but had one of the most con-
sistent seasons of any golfer. He then 
joined LIV earlier this year and has 
been somewhat of an afterthought for 
casual golf fans. 

However, he has posted a top 10 at 
The Masters and was in contention at 
the U.S. Open until a bad Sunday 
dropped him to 26th. He’s played in 
two LIV events since then, winning 
one and finishing third in the other. 

He’s long been one of the best links 
players in the world and has three 
top-20 finishes at The Open Champi-
onship in the last four years. He is ca-
pable of being positive in all four of the 
strokes-gained categories. 

Hideki Matsuyama (50/1, BetMGM)
For every major, I write a betting-

trends story for Action Network based 
on the winners of each event over the 
last 10 years. This week, I found seven 
trends for the Open Championship and 
only four golfers met them all: Scottie 
Scheffler, McIlroy, Schauffele and Mat-
suyama, who won earlier this year at 
the Genesis Invitational. 

Matsuyama has a top-10 and four 
top-20s at The Open (T13 last year), a 
recent top-10 at a major (T6 at The 
Players Championship in March), 

and is second on the PGA 
Tour in scrambling, 

which I expect to play 
a big role this week. 

He’s coming off a 
missed cut at the 

Scottish Open, 
but he gained 
4.7 strokes tee 
to green in the 
two rounds he 
played. We 

can forgive him 
for one awful 
week on the 
greens (-4.8 
strokes put-
ting). He’s 
sneaky this 
week and has 
some very en-
ticing odds in 
the outright 

market.
Derek Farns-

worth analyzes 
golf for Action Net-
work.

Schauf’ (not Scheff’)
is Open fave to back
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NL Standings
East W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Philadelphia 62 34 .646 — — 5-5 L-1 37-16 25-18
Atlanta 53 42 .558 8½ +4 6-4 W-1 29-17 24-25
Mets 49 46 .516 12½ — 7-3 L-1 26-26 23-20
Washington 44 53 .454 18½ 6 3-7 L-1 20-24 24-29
Miami 33 63 .344 29 16½ 3-7 W-1 18-31 15-32

Central W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Milwaukee 55 42 .567 — — 3-7 W-1 29-17 26-25
St. Louis 50 46 .521 4½ +½ 5-5 L-1 26-22 24-24
Pittsburgh 48 48 .500 6½ 1½ 7-3 W-4 22-24 26-24
Cincinnati 47 50 .485 8 3 5-5 L-1 25-28 22-22
Chicago 47 51 .480 8½ 3½ 7-3 W-1 25-21 22-30

West W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Los Angeles 56 41 .577 — — 3-7 L-2 28-19 28-22
San Diego 50 49 .505 7 1 4-6 L-1 26-28 24-21
Arizona 49 48 .505 7 1 6-4 L-1 26-24 23-24
San Francisco 47 50 .485 9 3 5-5 W-1 28-22 19-28
Colorado 34 63 .351 22 16 4-6 W-1 20-27 14-36
*WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race

Tuesday
AL All-Stars 5, NL All-Stars 3

Wednesday
No games scheduled

AL Standings
East W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Baltimore 58 38 .604 — — 3-7 W-1 30-22 28-16
Yankees 58 40 .592 1 +3½ 4-6 L-1 25-19 33-21
Boston 53 42 .558 4½ — 7-3 W-2 24-25 29-17
Tampa Bay 48 48 .500 10 5½ 5-5 W-1 27-27 21-21
Toronto 44 52 .458 14 9½ 5-5 W-1 21-24 23-28

Central W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Cleveland 58 37 .611 — — 4-6 L-1 30-11 28-26
Minnesota 54 42 .563 4½ +½ 6-4 L-1 27-18 27-24
Kansas City 52 45 .536 7 2 5-5 L-2 31-18 21-27
Detroit 47 50 .485 12 7 8-2 W-2 24-24 23-26
Chicago 27 71 .276 32½ 27½ 2-8 L-4 17-34 10-37

West W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away
Seattle 52 46 .531 — — 5-5 L-3 30-18 22-28
Houston 50 46 .521 1 3½ 6-4 L-2 28-21 22-25
Texas 46 50 .479 5 7½ 7-3 W-2 24-21 22-29
Los Angeles 41 55 .427 10 12½ 5-5 W-3 22-29 19-26
Oakland 37 61 .378 15 17½ 5-5 W-1 22-25 15-36
*WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race

Tuesday
AL All-Stars 5, NL All-Stars 3

Wednesday
No games scheduled

MLS
EAST W L D Pts GF GA

Cincinnati 15 5 3 48 43 29

Inter Miami CF 14 4 5 47 51 37

Columbus 12 3 6 42 45 19

Red Bulls 9 4 10 37 37 28

NYCFC 11 9 3 36 33 27

Charlotte FC 10 8 5 35 27 24

Orlando City 8 9 6 30 35 37

Toronto FC 8 13 3 27 32 44

Nashville 6 9 8 26 26 33

CF Montréal 6 9 8 26 32 46

Atlanta 6 11 6 24 31 33

D.C. United 5 11 8 23 32 48

New England 7 13 1 22 21 41

Chicago 5 11 7 22 28 40

Philadelphia 4 10 9 21 37 41

WEST W L D Pts GF GA

Los Angeles FC 13 5 4 43 44 29

Real Salt Lake 12 4 7 43 48 30

LA Galaxy 12 5 7 43 44 32

Colorado 11 8 5 38 45 38

Portland 10 8 6 36 48 39

Vancouver 10 7 5 35 38 30

Seattle FC 9 7 7 34 32 26

Houston 8 7 7 31 30 27

Minn. United 8 9 6 30 36 38

Austin FC 8 9 6 30 25 32

FC Dallas 7 11 5 26 34 37

Sporting K.C. 6 13 5 23 39 49

St Louis City 4 9 10 22 31 43

San Jose 4 17 2 14 31 58
Note: 3 pts. for win, 1 for tie

Wednesday
NYCFC at Atlanta, 7:30pm
CF Montréal at Red Bulls, 7:30pm
Chicago at Cincinnati, 7:30pm
Charlotte FC at Columbus, 7:30pm
Toronto FC at Miami, 7:30pm
New England at Philadelphia, 7:30pm
Austin FC at FC Dallas, 8:30pm
D.C. United at Minnesota, 8:30pm
Orlando City at Nashville, 8:30pm
Colorado at LA Galaxy, 10:30pm
Houston at San Jose, 10:30pm
St Louis City at Seattle FC, 10:30pm
Sporting K.C. at Vancouver, 10:30pm
Salt Lake at Los Angeles FC, 10:45pm

Saturday
Cincinnati at Red Bulls, 7:30pm
NYCFC at Orlando City, 7:30pm
Columbus at Atlanta, 7:30pm
Chicago at Miami, 7:30pm
Toronto FC at CF Montréal, 7:30pm
FC Dallas at New England, 7:30pm
Nashville at Philadelphia, 7:30pm
Charlotte FC at Austin FC, 8:30pm
St Louis City at Sporting K.C., 8:30pm
San Jose at Minnesota, 8:30pm
Salt Lake at Colorado, 9:30pm
Houston at Vancouver, 10:30pm
Los Angeles FC at Seattle FC, 10:30pm
Portland at LA Galaxy, 10:45pm

NWSL 
W L T Pts GF GA

Orlando 11 0 5 38 32 12
Kansas City 10 1 5 35 40 22
Washington 11 4 1 34 32 18
Gotham FC 9 3 4 31 19 13
Portland 8 5 3 27 27 20
North Carolina 8 7 1 25 20 17
Chicago 7 7 2 23 23 22
Bay FC 6 10 0 18 19 28
Louisville 3 6 7 16 21 22
San Diego 3 7 6 15 12 17
Angel City 4 9 3 15 16 26
Houston 3 8 5 14 11 23
Seattle 2 9 5 11 16 28
Utah Royals FC 2 11 3 9 8 28
NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.
Friday, August 23
Orlando at Houston, 8pm
Bay FC at Utah Royals FC, 9:30pm

Soccer 
Women’s International Friendly
United States 0, Costa Rica 0
UEFA European Under-19 Championship
Spain U19 2, Denmark U19 1
France U19 2, Turkey U19 1
Brazilian Serie A
Juventude 1, Atletico-MG 1
Corinthians 2, Criciuma 1

NBA Summer League
Nets 92, Knicks 85
Indiana 98, Phoenix 94
Charlotte 80, Denver 66
Detroit 85  Chicago 77
Philadelphia 92, Minnesota 90
Portland 82, Washington 80
L.A. Clippers 112, Milwaukee 97
San Antonio 90, New Orleans 85

By JAMES ROBSON

After eight years, four ma-
jor tournaments and two fi-
nals, Gareth Southgate an-
nounced he was stepping 
down as England manager 
on Tuesday, saying it was 
“time for change.”

Sunday’s 2-1 loss to Spain 
in the European Champion-
ship final proved to be his 
last game in charge of the na-
tional team. 

“As a proud Englishman, it 
has been the honor of my life 
to play for England and to 
manage England. It has 
meant everything to me, and 
I have given it my all,” he 
said. “But it’s time for 
change, and for a new chap-
ter.”

Southgate’s contract was 
due to expire this year and 
his announcement comes 
after months of uncertainty 
surrounding his future.

Mikel Oyarzabal’s 86th-
minute winner in Berlin was 
a painful way to end his 
reign after he transformed 
the fortunes of England’s un-
derperforming national 
team. 

Hired in 2016, he led En-
gland to back-to-back finals 
at the Euros and to the semi-
finals of the World Cup in 
2018.

But, ultimately, he was un-
able to end the nation’s dec-
ades-long wait for a first ma-
jor trophy since the World 
Cup in 1966. 

“Gareth, I want to thank 
you — not as the President 
of the FA, but as an England 
fan,” Prince William said on 
X. “Thank you for creating a 
team that stands shoulder to 
shoulder with the world’s 
finest in 2024. Thank you for 
showing humility, compas-
sion, and true leadership un-
der the most intense pres-

sure and scrutiny. And thank 
you for being an all-round 
class act. You should be in-
credibly proud of what 
you’ve achieved. W.”

Southgate said before the 
European Championship 
that it would likely be his last 
tournament if England did 
not win.

During it, he faced fierce 
criticism for the team’s early 
performances and some fans 
threw plastic beer cups in 
his direction at the end of 
the 0-0 draw with Slovenia 
in the group phase.

But he achieved what no 
other England manager has 
by leading his team to two fi-
nals, including a first on for-
eign soil. 

“Gareth has made the im-
possible job possible and 
laid strong foundations for 
future success. He is held in 
the highest regard by the 
players, the backroom team, 
by everyone at the FA and 
across the world of football,” 
said Mark Bullingham, chief 
executive of the English 
Football Association. 

Before Southgate’s arrival 
England had won only seven 
knockout games at tourna-
ments since 1966. The team 
won nine during his tenure. 

England was also in the top 
five of FIFA’s rankings for six 
years under Southgate. Pre-
viously its longest run had 
been seven months. 

The World Cup semifinal 
in 2018 came after England 
had suffered the humiliation 
of being eliminated by Ice-
land at Euro 2016 and failed 
to advance beyond the group 
stage of the World Cup in 
2014.

England had not advanced 
to a semifinal since Euro 96 
and hadn’t reached that 
stage of a World Cup since 
1990. 

England coach  
steps down 

after Euro loss

AL All-Stars 5, NL All-Stars 3

NL All-Stars AB R H BI BB SO Avg
Marte 2b 3 1 1 0 0 0 .292

McMahon 2b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .272

Ohtani dh 2 1 1 3 1 1 .316

c-Ozuna ph-dh 1 0 0 0 0 0 .303

Turner ss 3 0 1 0 0 1 .349

Abrams ss 1 0 0 0 0 1 .268

Harper 1b 3 0 1 0 0 0 .301

Ramos rf 1 0 0 0 0 1 .298

Contreras c 2 0 0 0 0 1 .286

Smith c 2 0 1 0 0 0 .272

Yelich rf 2 0 0 0 0 0 .326

b-Freeman ph-1b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .291

Alonso 1b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .240

Bohm 3b 2 0 1 0 0 0 .295

De La Cruz 3b 2 0 1 0 0 0 .256

Hernández cf 2 0 0 0 0 1 .261

Merrill cf 2 0 1 0 0 0 .278

Profar lf 2 1 1 0 0 0 .305

Reynolds lf 2 0 1 0 0 1 .284

Totals 35 3 10 3 1 9

AL All-Stars AB R H BI BB SO Avg
Kwan lf 1 1 0 0 1 0 .352

R.Greene lf 2 0 0 0 0 1 .271

Henderson ss 2 0 0 0 0 0 .286

Seager ss 1 0 0 0 0 0 .270

Witt ss 1 0 0 0 0 1 .323

Soto rf 1 1 1 2 1 0 .295

Santander rf 2 1 1 0 0 0 .237

Judge cf 2 0 0 0 0 0 .306

Duran cf 2 1 1 2 0 0 .284

Alvarez dh 0 0 0 0 1 0 .296

a-Fry ph-dh 2 0 1 1 0 0 .279

d-Castro ph-dh 1 0 0 0 0 0 .265

Ramírez 3b 2 0 0 0 0 1 .271

Paredes 3b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .261

Guerrero 1b 2 0 0 0 0 0 .288

Naylor 1b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .246

Rutschman c 2 0 0 0 0 1 .275

Perez c 1 0 0 0 0 1 .282

Semien 2b 2 1 1 0 0 0 .242

Westburg 2b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .271

Totals 29 5 5 5 3 6

NL All-Stars 003 000 000 — 3 10 0
AL All-Stars 003 020 00x — 5 5 0

a-singled for Alvarez in the 3rd. b-grounded 
out for Yelich in the 6th. c-grounded out for 
Ohtani in the 7th. d-grounded out for Fry in 
the 8th.  LOB: NL 6, AL 3. 2B: Harper (21), 
Soto (15). HR: Ohtani (29), off Houck; Duran 
(10), off H.Greene. RBIs: Ohtani 3 (69), Soto 2 
(66), Fry (33), Duran 2 (41). Runners left in 
scoring position: NL 3 (Contreras 2, Ozuna); 
AL 0. RISP: NL 1 for 4; AL 2 for 4. Runners 
moved up: Henderson. GIDP: Freeman, 
Harper. DP: AL 2 (Semien, Henderson, 
Guerrero; Naylor, Witt, Naylor). 

NL All-Stars IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Skenes 1.0 0 0 0 1 0 16 1.90

Fried 1.0 0 0 0 1 0 10 3.08

Webb, BS, 0-0 1.0 3 3 3 1 1 31 3.47

Imanaga 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 15 2.97

H.Greene, L, 
6-4

1.0 2 2 2 0 0 18 3.34

Sánchez 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2.96

López 0.1 0 0 0 0 1 4 1.88

Suarez 0.2 0 0 0 0 2 8 1.67

Strahm 0.1 0 0 0 0 1 5 1.49

Scott 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 11 1.34

Hoffman 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 4 1.12

AL All-Stars IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Burnes 1.0 1 0 0 1 0 19 2.43

Skubal 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 10 2.41

Houck 1.0 4 3 3 0 1 15 2.54

Crochet 1.0 1 0 0 0 1 18 3.02

Miller, W, 1-1 1.0 0 0 0 0 2 12 2.27

Ragans, H, 0 1.0 1 0 0 0 0 10 3.16

Lugo, H, 0 1.0 2 0 0 0 1 16 2.48

Yates, H, 2 1.0 0 0 0 0 2 10 1.05

Clase, S, 29-
32

1.0 1 0 0 0 2 13 0.81

 
Umpires: Home, James Hoye; First, Bruce 
Dreckman; Second, John Tumpane; Third, 
Nic Lentz; Right, Nestor Ceja; Left, Ben May. 
T: 2:28. A: 39,343 (40,000).

WTA Rankings
Singles
Through Monday
1. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 11285
2. Coco Gauff, USA, 8173
3. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 7061
4. Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 6376
5. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 5518
6. Jessica Pegula, USA, 4665

WNBA 
East W L Pct. GB 

Liberty 21 4 .840 — 

Connecticut 18 6 .750 2½

Indiana 11 14 .440 10 

Chicago 10 14 .417 10½

Atlanta 7 16 .304 13 

Washington 6 19 .240 15 

West W L Pct. GB 

Seattle 17 8 .680 — 

Las Vegas 16 8 .667 ½

Minnesota 16 8 .667 ½

Phoenix 13 12 .520 4 

Los Angeles 6 18 .250 10½

Dallas 5 19 .208 11½

Tuesday
Liberty 82, Connecticut 74
Phoenix 96, Washington 87
Seattle 89, Los Angeles 83
Chicago 93, Las Vegas 85

Wednesday
Atlanta at Minnesota, 1pm
Indiana at Dallas, 7:30pm
.

Solution to Very Easy #6,612 Solution to Difficult #6,402

5 3 9 8 1 2 7 4 6
1 7 2 6 4 3 8 9 5
8 4 6 7 5 9 3 2 1
3 9 1 5 8 6 2 7 4
2 8 4 1 3 7 6 5 9
7 6 5 9 2 4 1 3 8
4 1 8 2 7 5 9 6 3
6 5 7 3 9 1 4 8 2
9 2 3 4 6 8 5 1 7

2 8 3 6 1 7 4 5 9
9 7 4 2 5 8 1 3 6
5 6 1 3 4 9 2 7 8
1 5 8 9 6 3 7 2 4
4 2 7 1 8 5 6 9 3
6 3 9 7 2 4 5 8 1
8 1 5 4 9 2 3 6 7
3 4 2 8 7 6 9 1 5
7 9 6 5 3 1 8 4 2

Puzzles on Page 32
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43Holmstrom 
deal could 
signal end 

for vets
By Ethan sears

The Islanders squeezed the last 
juice out of their salary cap space on 
Tuesday, announcing they signed 
Simon Holmstrom to a one-year 
deal out of restricted free agency.

Holmstrom’s salary comes in at 
$850,000, per PuckPedia, leaving 
the Islanders with just $50,000 of 
cap space as they appear to have a 
complete roster. With Holmstrom, 
who will likely compete for a bot-
tom-six role just as last year, the 
Isles have 13 forwards under con-
tract to go with seven defensemen 
and two goaltenders — one short of 
the 23-man limit, but without any 
immediately apparent means of fit-
ting another player under the cap.

It is a hair below Holmstrom’s 
qualifying offer, but unlike the 
$874,000, two-way deal he could 
have taken, this is a one-way deal.

That spells bad news for Oliver 
Wahlstrom, Matt Martin and Cal 
Clutterbuck, none of whom looked 
likely to return even before this. 

Wahlstrom, also a restricted free 
agent, has an arbitration hearing 
coming up, but Lou Lamoriello ac-
knowledged at the draft that the Is-
landers are looking to move him. 
Martin and Clutterbuck, both unre-
stricted free agents, have yet to sign 
elsewhere, but their pathways back 
to Long Island appear extremely 
narrow, at best.

Holmstrom, a first-round pick 
back in 2019, is coming off a second 
NHL season in which he recorded 
25 points (15 goals, 10 assists) and 
carved out a role for himself in the 
Islanders’ bottom six. There were 
stretches of the season in which he 
was a useful penalty killer and he 
scored five shorthanded goals, but 
that tapered off and by the end of 
the season, the Swede was off the 
PK.

A one-year deal for the 23-year-
old, which will place him back into 
restricted free agency next summer, 
sets Holmstrom up as a potential 
trade chip as the season goes along, 
particularly if he can’t win a consist-
ent role in a bottom six where either 
he, Hudson Fasching, Kyle Ma-
cLean, Anders Lee or Maxim Tsy-
plakov will be the odd man out after 
training camp. (Fasching, who also 
enters a contract year, is in a similar 
position).

Holmstrom has earned plaudits 
for his two-way play and defensive 
responsibility, but the Islanders 
would like to see him take more 
steps offensively. It’s a common re-
frain that the youngster has an ex-
cellent shot, but he’ll need to use it 
more often. 

esears@nypost.com

By Mark Cannizzaro

TROON, Scotland — Tiger 
Woods, never one to ignore a dig 
at him, was ready for the question 
Tuesday morning at Troon.

Days earlier, Colin Montgom-
erie, a Ryder Cup hero for Europe 
and former No. 2 player in the 
world — though he never won a 
major championship or a PGA 
Tour event in the U.S. — made 
pointed comments suggesting that 
Woods should retire.

At age 48 and in diminished 
physical condition with leg and 
back injuries, Woods hasn’t been 
in contention to win a tournament 

in years, with his last victory the 
2019 Masters.

“I hope people remember Tiger 
as Tiger was, the passion and the 
charismatic aura around him,” 
Montgomerie told The Times of 
London. “There is none of that 
now. At Pinehurst [for the U.S. 
Open last month] he did not seem 
to enjoy a single shot and you 
think, ‘What the hell is he doing?’ 
He’s coming to Troon and he 
won’t enjoy it there either.”

Woods, in his press conference 
in advance of this week’s British 
Open at Troon, where Montgom-
erie grew up playing as a child and 
whose father was the club secre-

tary, shot back at the chatty Scot.
“Well, as a past [Open] cham-

pion, I’m exempt until I’m 60 [and] 
Colin’s not,’’ Woods said with a 
wry smirk. “He’s not a past cham-
pion, so he’s not exempt. So, he 
doesn’t get the opportunity to 
make that decision. I do. When I 
get to his age [61], I get to still make 
that decision, where he doesn’t.’’

Montgomerie, in the Times in-
terview, suggested Woods should 
have retired at the 2022 British 
Open at St. Andrews.

“That was the time,” Montgom-
erie said. “Stand on that [Swilcan] 
bridge, start waving, and everyone 
goes, ‘So, is that it?’ Yeah, it is. 

“It would have been a glorious 
way to go. The stands were full, 
the world’s TV cameras — from 
all continents — were on him, he’s 
walking up there on his own, tears 
were in his eyes obviously … you 
can’t beat that walk.”

Woods has won 15 majors and 
captured three British Opens — St. 
Andrews twice (2002 and ’05) and 
Royal Liverpool (’06).

“There is a time for all sports-
men to say goodbye,  but it’s very 
difficult to tell Tiger it’s time to 
go,’’ Montgomerie said. “Obvi-
ously, he still feels he can win. We 
are more realistic.”

Not in Woods’ eyes.

Tiger shreds Monty over retirement talk

Woods explains passing on captaincy
By Mark Cannizzaro

TROON, Scotland — Tiger Woods, in his first 
public comments since turning down the U.S. 
Ryder Cup captaincy for the 2025 matches at 
Bethpage Black, strongly endorsed Keegan 
Bradley, who was chosen in his place.

Woods also explained his reasoning for not 
accepting the post, while stating he has plans to 
put his hat in the ring for a future captaincy, 
possibly 2027 in Ireland.

“The decision was very difficult for me to 
make,’’ Woods said Tuesday. “My time has been 
so loaded with the [PGA] Tour and everything 
and what we’re trying to accomplish. I’m on so 
many different subcommittees that it just takes 
so much time in the day, and I’m always on 
calls.

“I told Seth [Waugh, the outgoing CEO of the 
PGA of America] that I just didn’t feel like I 
could do the job properly. I couldn’t devote the 
time. I barely had enough time to do what I’m 
doing right now [playing], and add in the TGL 
[The Golf League] starts next year, as well as 
the Ryder Cup.

“You add all that together and then with our 
negotiations with the PIF [with LIV Golf], all 
that concurrently going on at exactly the same 
time, there’s only so many hours in the day. I 
just didn’t feel like I would be doing the cap-
taincy or the players in Team USA justice if I 
was the captain with everything that I have to 
do.’’

Woods, though, seems like a virtual certainty 
to captain the 2027 U.S. team.

Firstly, he’s expressed the desire to do so one 
day.

Secondly, he’ll want to do it while he’s still at 
least in some way a contemporary of the cur-
rent players.

And thirdly, he has a strong relationship with 
J.P. McManus, the owner of Adare Manor, 
where the ’27 Ryder Cup will be played.

That would set him up with a chance to be a 
hero captain and end Europe’s dominance on 
European soil, where the Americans haven’t 
won since 1993.

“I’ll put my hat in the ring again when I have 
more time and I feel like I can devote myself to 
a Ryder Cup,’’ Woods said. “As of right now, I’ve 
got so many different things I’m juggling and 
trying to get right at the same time for all the 
players that are a part of the PGA Tour. It’s one 
of those things where you just can’t get it 
wrong.’’

➤ Much was made after Bryson DeCham-
beau won the U.S. Open and Rory McIlroy 
bolted Pinehurst in a huff of disappointment 
without congratulating him.

McIlroy, the following day, released a state-
ment on social media congratulating DeCham-
beau. And on Monday, he got to do it in person 
on the Troon practice grounds.

“I said hello to him and we talked and he 
said congrats,’’ DeChambeau said Tuesday. 
“So everything’s great there. He’s a fierce com-
petitor. I know he’s going to give the fans, give 
everybody as much as he can this week. I’m 
going to be doing the same. We’re going to be 
competing. Hopefully it will be another good 
battle.’’

British Open notes

A stinging shot: Tiger Woods took exception to Colin Montgomerie saying he should retire — pointing out that he can play in the Brit-
ish Open until he is 60 because he’s a former champion while Montgomerie, well, can’t. Getty Images
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LIV-ING in the 
sHADOWS 
TROON, Scotland — They’ve 

gone their separate ways, and 
it’s a shame for the game.

Because not long ago, it looked 
like the sport was in store for one 
hell of a rivalry between Jon 
Rahm and Scottie Scheffler.

Rahm was fluctuating from No. 1 
to No. 2 in the world, flip-flopping 
with Scheffler, when he took the 
Saudi money and fled to LIV Golf 
in December 2023.

Since then, it has seemed like 
Rahm, once the face of the PGA 
Tour, has disappeared into wit-
ness protection.

Scheffler, 
meanwhile, has 
won, won and 
won some more, 
further cement-
ing himself as the 
No. 1-ranked 
player in the 
world in a domi-
nant manner not seen in the 
nearly 14 years since Tiger Woods 
was dusting the rest of the field 
and distancing himself from the 
competition.

Rahm won four times in the 
2022-23 season, including the 
Masters. Then he left for LIV, and 
hasn’t won a golf tournament 
since.

He’s played two events on the 
PGA Tour this year, tying for 45th 
at the Masters and missing the cut 
at the PGA Championship, before 
withdrawing ahead of the U.S. 
Open last month with an infec-
tion in his foot.

Scheffler?
He has six wins in 2024, includ-

ing a second Masters title and a 
second consecutive Players 
Championship.

Understandably, entering this 

week’s British Open at Royal 
Troon, Scheffler is a heavy favor-
ite and Rahm is bordering on an 
afterthought.

“Last year from Masters on,  I 
didn’t really play my best,” Rahm 

said Tuesday. “I 
didn’t feel at my 
best up until Ry-
der Cup. Ryder 
Cup was the only 
resemblance to 
maybe the early 
part of the year. 
This year, the first 

half hasn’t been my best.
“But Nashville and last week [in 

Spain, both LIV events where he 
finished fourth and 10th, respec-
tively], I felt closer to getting to a 
higher level of golf where maybe 
there isn’t as many 
thoughts on my 
process. Maybe 
I’m playing a little 
bit more freely and 
seeing the ball flight 
that I want to see more often.

“Yeah, I’m getting much closer 
to what it might have been early 
last year.”

This week will provide a proper 
litmus test as to how far apart 
Rahm is from Scheffler.

“I’ve talked to Jon a little bit 
[and] obviously he’s very disap-
pointed with his major champion-
ship performance,” European Ry-

der Cup captain Luke Donald 
said. “The first two were certainly 
not up to his standard. Then obvi-
ously the unfortunate timing of 
the injury [at the U.S. Open]. 

“I think it’s a big week for him. 
It, I’m sure, has been a massive 
focus for him to try and 
get his game to a 
level where he’s 
going to be 
back in con-
tention at a 
major. 
Yeah, I 
think 
there’s a 
little 
bit of 
pres-
sure on 
that, and we’ll 
see how he deals 
with it.”

Brad Faxon said he 
was with Rory McIlroy, 
whom he helps with his 
putting, when Rahm was 
making the decision to go to 
LIV and texting back and forth 
with McIlroy about it. 

“I think it was a really hard 
decision for Jon Rahm —  this 
pile of money versus leav-
ing a Tour you’ve been 
very successful and 
comfortable on,” 
Faxon said. “When 

you listen to some of Jon’s com-
ments about how difficult it was 
to be home in Scottsdale [Ariz.] 
while the PGA Tour event, the 
Waste Management was being 
played and he couldn’t [play in it]. 

“He also made a comment 
about one of the events he did 

play in Saudi Arabia, was 
hitting a shot, and there 

was a picture of him 
hitting a second shot 
up this hill into a 

hole and there 
was virtually no 
spectators 
watching a 
player that used 
to be the No. 1 

player in the 
world.

“I think he misses that. Couple 
that with some of the injuries he 
had, the difference in travel, now 
around the world versus mostly 
in the U.S. and Europe for him. I 
think it’s a big adjustment.”

It’s up to Rahm to show he can 
handle the adjustment. Other-
wise, his decision to jump to LIV 
will only continue to be scruti-
nized.

“It’s clear that there have been 
changes this year,” Rahm said. 
“But there is a point when you 
have to get used to certain things. 
But I am very comfortable with 
where I am and so keen to keep 
competing because I know that in 
a matter of in one moment, in one 
swing, or one day that changes it 
all and you may start a streak of 
good weeks.”

For the good of the game, this 
week would be a good time for 
that to happen. Even better if it 
were he and Scheffler dueling it 
out late on Sunday the way Phil 
Mickelson and Henrik Stenson 
did the last time the Open was 
played at Troon, in 2016.

mcannizzaro@nypost.com

An afterthought since taking Saudi 
millions, Rahm looks to refind form  

and challenge world’s best again

Different directions: Barely two years ago, Jon Rahm and 
Scottie Scheffler (top) were going back and forth as the No. 1 player 
in the world. Since Rahm took millions to go to LIV Golf, his game has 
faltered big time while Sheffler has dominated. Getty Images (2)

Mark Cannizzaro



N
ew

 Y
ork P

ost, W
ed

nesd
ay, July 17, 2024

nyp
ost.com

45
By Mark Cannizzaro

TROON, Scotland — 
Tuesday marked exactly 30 
days since Rory McIlroy 
missed those two short putts 
on the final three holes  at 
Pinehurst, allowing the U.S. 
Open to slip through his 
hands.

The pain was evident on 
his ashen face as he stag-
gered, dazed, off the 18th 
hole on his way into the 
scoring tent.

And it was even more ap-
parent as the tires of his 
courtesy SUV tore through 
the parking lot gravel mo-
ments after Bryson De-
Chambeau seized the mo-
ment and the win  that McIl-
roy had ruefully left behind.

In the aftermath of per-
haps the most devastating 
defeat of his career, which 
has been starved for a fifth 
major for 10 years and 
counting, McIlroy received 
dozens of texts.

One of them was from Ti-
ger Woods, who Tuesday re-
vealed he sent an encourag-
ing note to McIlroy about a 
week after the U.S. Open, 
purposely waiting for the 
dust to settle from the de-
feat.

“I just sent him a nice text, 
that was it,” Woods said. “I 
waited a week before I sent 
it. I wanted to let it calm 
down. I know he was being 
besieged by a lot of different 
things going on, and just let 
it cool down for a week.”

The message?
“Just basically, ‘As you 

know, I’m your friend. I 
know this is a difficult mo-
ment. We’ve all been there 
as champions. We all lose,’ ” 
Woods said. “Unfortunately, 
it just happened, and the raw 
emotion of it, it’s still there, 
and it’s going to be there for, 
I’m sure, some time. The 
faster he’s able to get back 
on a horse and get back into 
contention, like he did last 
week, the better it is for 
him.”

A funny thing happened 
along the way from Woods’ 
text: McIlroy never got the 

message … until Tuesday.
“Full disclosure, I changed 

my number two days after 
the U.S. Open, so I didn’t get 
it until he told me about it 
today,” McIlroy said. “I was 
like, ‘Oh, thanks very much.’ 
So, I blanked Tiger Woods, 
which is probably not a good 
thing.

“Tiger has been nothing 
but incredible to me over the 
course of my career in the 
good moments and the bad. 
He sent me an incredible 
message after [losing at] St. 
Andrews in 2022. I met Ti-
ger when I was 15 years old, 
and I’ve built up a great rela-
tionship with him, his whole 
family. He really enjoys 
spending time with my mom 
and dad as well.

“So, yeah, it means a lot 
that he reached out. Actually, 
it means a lot that he waited 
a few days to reach out, 
which if he hadn’t have 
waited that long, I probably 
would have got it. It’s always 
nice when your hero and the 
guy that you had [a poster 
of] on your bedroom wall is 

reaching out and offering 
words of encouragement.”

McIlroy was asked, a bit 
tongue-in-cheek, if there are 
“five stages of grief,” did he 
add another one by chang-
ing his number.

“It wasn’t out of grief, but 
OK,” McIlroy said with a 
laugh.

He said it took him three 
or four days after Pinehurst 
before he came out of his 
funk. A trip to Manhattan 
eased the pain, as he walked 
the High Line alone in his 
thoughts, listening to tunes 
in his earbuds and ate at one 
of his favorite New York City 
restaurants, Le Bernardin.

He called the trip to Man-
hattan “liberating in some 
way,” adding, “The thing is 
just to get out, to not be on a 
[TV] screen, to look around. 
I think trying to find the joy 
from the small things in life I 
think is really important.

“Going there especially is 
a good reset, just in terms of 
seeing everyone living their 
lives and the hustle and the 
bustle. Honestly, no one gave 

a s--t if I missed the putt at 
Pinehurst. It’s a nice per-
spective to keep … just to go 
and get lost in a big city like 
that and just be one of the 
herd sort of going about 
your day. For me, it’s a nice 
feeling.”

It was in New York City, 
McIlroy said, where he was 
able to refocus himself from 
the agony of the U.S. Open 
defeat to the things he’s been 
doing well.

“I went from being very 
disappointed and dejected to 
trying to focus on the posi-
tives to then wanting to 
learn from the negatives and 
then getting to the point 
where you become enthusi-
astic and motivated to go 
again,” he said. “It’s funny 
how your mindset can go 
from ‘I don’t want to see a 
golf course for a month’ to 
like four days later being 
can’t wait to get another shot 
at it. 

“When that disappoint-
ment turns to motivation, 
that’s when it’s time to go 
again.”

How Rory got over 
Open heartache

Cannizzaro’s picks
Ludvig Aberg: Yes, he had a disappointing finish in last

week’s Scottish Open after a great start,
but he’s in great form, is fearless and
supremely talented. He closes the
deal this week unlike last. This is a
youngster who played in a Ryder Cup
before he played in his first major —
the first to ever do that. He’s that good.

Cameron Young: Still seeking his first
career PGA Tour win after 69 starts, but you could
make the argument that he should have won the 2022
Open at St. Andrews, where he finished runner-up.
He finished tied for eighth last year at Hoylake. Young
plays links golf well and he’s due.

Rory McIlroy: He’s in contention every week it seems.
He’s 10 years due to win a major. And he seems to
have gotten over the devastation of his U.S. Open
loss.

Adam Scott: Sure, he’s turning 44 this week. But Scott
has been playing well, as evidenced by his runner-up
finish last week at the Scottish Open. That result has
surely boosted his confidence entering this week.

Robert McIntyre: The pride of Scotland who won
his national open last week could very well be in
contention this week at Troon ... depending on how
quickly all the whiskey he drank in celebration of last
week wears off.

— Mark Cannizzaro

in a new york 
minute: Rory 
McIlroy said a visit 
to Manhattan 
helped him quickly 
move past his U.S. 
Open meltdown.

Getty Images 
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FORE-CAST

Thursday
64 degrees
Showers
50 pct. chance of rain
Winds: NNE 13 mph

Friday
64 degrees
Cloudy
20 pct. chance of rain
Winds: NNE 12 mph

Saturday
63 degrees
Showers
60 pct. chance of rain
Winds: NE 12 mph

Sunday
61 degrees
Showers
40 pct. chance of rain
Winds: ENE 14 mph

Notable pairings
Thursday-Friday

4:36 a.m.-9:37 a.m.:
Jon Rahm; Tommy
Fleetwood; Robert
MacIntyre
4:47 a.m.-9:48 a.m.:
Ludvig Aberg; Bryson
DeChambeau; Tom Kim
5:09 a.m.-10:10 a.m.:
Rory McIlroy; Max
Homa; Tyrrell Hatton
5:20 a.m.-10:21 a.m.:
Keegan Bradley;Will
Zalatoris; Gordon Sargent
9:26 a.m.-4:14 a.m.:
Wyndham Clark; Hideki
Matsuyama; Brooks
Koepka
9:37 a.m.-4:25 a.m.:
TigerWoods; Xander
Schauffele; Patrick
Cantlay
9:48 a.m.-4:36 a.m.:
Collin Morikawa; Sam
Burns; Si Woo Kim
10:10 a.m.-4:58 a.m.:
Jordan Spieth; Scottie
Scheffler; Cameron
Young

Royal Troon Golf Club
Troon, Scotland
On the air
Thursday

Peacock: 1:30 a.m.-4 a.m.
USA: 4 a.m.-3 p.m.

Friday
Peacock: 1:30 a.m.-4 a.m.

USA: 4 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday

USA: 5 a.m.-7 a.m.
NBC: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Sunday
USA: 9 a.m.-Noon;
NBC: 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
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By Mark W. Sanchez

ARLINGTON, Texas — Rob 
Manfred cautioned that there 
are issues to work out, but he ac-
knowledged there is a “viable 
possibility” that Major League 
Baseball will add an automated 
system to help umpires  deter-
mine balls and strikes beginning 
in 2026.

The commissioner, speaking 
from the Live! Hotel nearby 
Globe Life Field during All-Star 
week, said the competition com-
mittee that votes on rules 
changes likely would not green-
light the system without testing 
it out first during spring train-
ing.

There is a chance, then, that 
the system is implemented next 
spring. If all goes well, it could 
be fully embraced by the start of 
the 2026 season.

“But is that going to be the 
year?” Manfred said before 
Tuesday’s All-Star Game. “I’m 
not going to be flat-footed on 
that issue.”

The Automatic Ball-Strike 
challenge system has been used 
at the Triple-A level since 2022. 
In the system, human umpires 
still determine the calls, but 
teams have a limited number of 
challenges they can use to ap-
peal those calls. When chal-
lenged, high-speed cameras that 
capture the location of each 

pitch determine whether the call 
is upheld or overturned.

Both Manfred and MLB Play-
ers Association executive di-
rector Tony Clark said players 
have preferred the ABS chal-
lenge system, which blends the 
human element with the tech-
nology, rather than a full accept-
ance of a robo-ump.

Manfred said that while the 
technology “is 
good to a hun-
dredth of an 
inch,” there have 
been hiccups in 
determining the strike zone it-
self.

“We do have technical issues 
surrounding the definition of 
the strike zone that still needs to 
be worked out,” Manfred said.

The league overhauled its 
rules ahead of the 2023 season, 
most notably with the advent of 
a pitch clock, and received 
plenty of backlash concerning 
the abruptness of the on-field 
adjustments.

Manfred would like to take 
more time with this alteration.

“One thing we learned with 
the changes last year is a little 
more time is better than not 
enough time,” he said. “I mean 
that in terms of making sure that 
when you bring something to 
the big leagues, you got to make 
sure you got it right.”

➤ The league and its players 
are open to the possibility of 

participating in 
the 2028 Olym-
pics in Los Ange-
les.

Baseball will be 
played at the 2028 games with or 
without major leaguers after the 
sport was re-added to the Olym-
pics in 2021, when MLB only al-
lowed players who were not on 
40-man rosters to participate.

Casey Wasserman, a promi-
nent agent and the chairman of 
the LA’s Summer Olympic 
Games, has met with owners to 
sell them on the idea.

“We’re talking about what can 
be done — what exactly would it 
look like?” Manfred said. “What 
are the compromises that we 

would have to make in terms of 
our season? I remain open-
minded on that topic.”

It is possible that the Games 
take the place of the All-Star 
break.

“The feedback that we’ve got-
ten so far from players is such 
that there is an interest in partici-
pating if given an opportunity,” 
Clark said.

➤ Amid plenty of criticism 
from fans and players about the 
jerseys worn during the All-Star 
Game, Manfred said the league 
will discuss returning to players 
wearing their own teams’ jerseys 
next season.

“I’m aware of the sentiment on 
this issue,” Manfred said. “It’s 
something we’re going to have 
conversation about coming out 
of the All-Star Game. … Obvi-
ously the conversations have to 
involve the players first and 
foremost, but Nike, some of our 
partners.

“But I am aware of the senti-
ment and I do know why people 
kind of like that tradition.”

Manfred: Automated strike 
zone a ‘possibility’ by 2026

changes coming? Rob Manfred 
said MLB could potentially add an auto-
mated system that will help umpires deter-
mine balls and strikes.  USA TODAY Sports

ALL-STAR
NOTES
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By Paul Schwartz

Call this “Saquon Barkley, 
Endgame.’’

The final steps that led 
Barkley to depart the Giants 
after six seasons for greener 
pastures in Philadelphia 
was the compelling focus in 
Episode 3 of “Hard Knocks,’’ 
aired Tuesday night on 
HBO. Tucked into this peek 
behind the curtain was a re-
sounding message to Giants 
fans: Joe Schoen, the gen-
eral manager, makes the fi-
nal call on football matters, 
even if that decision rankles 
his boss, co-owner John 
Mara.

With NFL free agency 
beckoning, the episode 
opens up with Schoen call-
ing Barkley’s agent, Ed 
Berry, asking, “In order to 
get Saquon, what would we 
have to do? There’s no sense 
going back and forth.’’

Schoen listens and then 
repeats these numbers: $12.5 
million yearly average on a 
three-year deal and $25 mil-
lion in guaranteed money. 

“If I offered him [those 
numbers,] he’d be a Giant?’’ 
Schoen says. “Alright, I’ll 
give you a call back. This 
may be above me on Saq-
uon.’’ 

Schoen then calls Mara 
and says, “I told the agent ‘If 
we make that deal, he’s 
gonna be a Giant?’ and he’s 
like ‘Well …’ He hemmed 
and hawed, he’s like ‘I’m not 
gonna say that.’ ’’

Next, coach Brian Daboll 
sits down in Schoen’s office 
and they discuss a variety of 
free agents. Schoen says, “I 
think the priority is the of-
fensive line’’ and Daboll 
agrees. They discuss guards 
Jon Runyan and Robert 
Hunt and tackle/guard Jer-
maine Eluemunor.

Daboll confirms to 
Schoen that bringing back 
Tyrod Taylor as the backup 
quarterback is his prefer-
ence. Schoen mentions that 
he believes Gardner Min-
shew will cost between $10 
million to $20 million and 
that Drew Lock and Sam 
Darnold can be had for $4 
million. 

“I would take Tyrod over 
all those guys,’’ Daboll said.

Schoen puts out there at 
running back that Devin 
Singletary will likely cost $5 
million a year and D’Andre 
Swift will cost $6 million 
per year. Daboll signs off on 
Singletary, a player he and 
Schoen know from their 
time in Buffalo.

Mara arrives in Schoen’s 
office, is briefed on the free-
agent plans and wants to 
know the latest on Barkley. 
Schoen looks at his phone 
and says, “I just got a text 

that Chicago’s driving the 
price up and Philly’s out —  I 
don’t know if that’s true or 
not.’’

Mara: “I’ll have a tough 
time sleeping if Saquon goes 
to Philly, I’ll tell you that.

“As I’ve told you, I’ve been 
around enough players but 
he’s the most popular player 
we have —  by far.’’

Mara’s wishes are clear. 
He wants Barkley back.

The Giants hear that the 
Jets are interested in two of 
their prime offensive line 
targets, Runyan and Elue-
munor, with the Jets offer-
ing Runyan $9 million per 
year. The Giants increased 

their offer to $10 million per 
year to get him. Hunt’s price 
is too high and the Giants 
move from $6 million a year 
to $7 million to secure Elue-
munor.

Schoen calls Berry and re-
peats the contract numbers 
previously discussed: $12.5 
million average and $25 mil-
lion guaranteed. Schoen lis-
tens to what Berry says and 
responds with “North of 
that? We’re not gonna go 
there. We’re out.’’

Before hanging up, 
Schoen —  no doubt remem-
bering what Mara told him 
about Barkley ending up 
with the Eagles —  asks 

Berry, “Is it in the division? 
I’m trying to prepare myself 
mentally for what’s going to 
happen, that’s all.’’

In the next scene, Mara 
walks into Schoen’s office 
and Chris Rossetti, the di-
rector of pro scouting, reads 
Barkley’s contract details 
from the Eagles. It is a three-
year deal for $37.75 million, 
with $26 million guaran-
teed.

There is no tantrum from 
the owner.

“Alright,’’ Mara says, and 
heads to the door.

Schoen, seated behind his 
desk, says, “We’re gonna be 
fine.’’ 

Mara smiles. “I think we 
will be too,’’ he says and 
walks out.

The other marquee free 
agent, safety Xavier 
McKinney, was glossed 
over in the episode, with 
only a scant few mentions. 
McKinney left for a four-
year, $68 million deal from 
the Packers. Schoen, hear-
ing the contract over the 
phone, said “Oh my God, 17 
[million] a year, huh? That 
makes him the second 
highest-paid safety in the 
league.’’ Schoen sounded 
incredulous about this.

The completion of the 
trade with the Panthers for 

edge rusher Brian Burns 
included Schoen telling 
new defensive coordinator 
Shane Bowen “that’s prob-
ably all you’re getting,’’ al-
luding to how much 
money (five years, $141 
million) it was going to 
take to sign Burns. Schoen 
is seen finalizing the deal 
on the phone with Dan 
Morgan, the Panthers’ gen-
eral manager and one of 
Schoen’s closest friends in 
the league. 

“Why do we need to add 
a seventh [-round pick], 
Dan?’’ Schoen asks before 
the parameters of the trade 
were completed —  without 
the inclusion of that sev-
enth-round pick.

After what Schoen 
termed a “stressful’’ first 
day of free agency, the Gi-
ants on Day 2 learned that 
Taylor was gone, signing 
with the Jets on a two-year 
deal worth up to $18 mil-
lion. “The injuries, the 
price-point, we stretched 
to $7 million [per year] to 
get him here,’’ Schoen tells 
Mara about losing Taylor. 

The Giants pivot to Lock 
for $5 million. Win some, 
lose some.

paul.schwartz@nypost.com

The Giants rookies reported to 
training camp Tuesday and one of 
them, tight end Theo Johnson, ar-
rived with a hip flexor issue and 
was placed on the physically unable 
to perform list.

The extent of the injury is not 
known but this is not expected to 
be a long-term setback. Johnson can 
work with the trainers on the side 
while on the PUP list and can come 

off the list whenever he is deemed 
ready to take the field.

The rookies are in for a week in 
advance of the July 23 reporting 
date for the veterans. The first full-
squad practice is July 24.

Johnson, selected out of Penn 
State in the fourth round of the NFL 
Draft, is expected to compete for 
immediate playing time and possi-
bly a starting role alongside Daniel 

Bellinger, who returns for his third 
season with the Giants. There is an 
opening at the position with the re-
tirement of Darren Waller.

Johnson has great size (6-foot-6, 
259 pounds) and stood out athleti-
cally at the NFL scouting combine. 
In 44 games (29 starts) in college, 
he had 77 receptions for 938 yards 
and 12 touchdowns.

— Paul Schwartz

Rookie tight end lands on PUP list

Latest episode reveals 
final negotiations 
before Saquon bolts

The final result: Tuesday night’s episode of “Hard Knocks” peels back the curtain on the final talks between Joe Schoen (inset) and Saquon 
Barkley’s camp, which ended with Barkley joining the Eagles.  A{; HBO
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“The five players on the floor function as 
one single unit. Team, team, team. Right? 
No one more important than the other.”

— Gene Hackman as coach
Norman Dale, “Hoosiers”

E
very theory or even mandate 
about how an NBA championship 
team needs to be built is flipped by 
the one that celebrates its 20th an-
niversary this summer.

The 2004 Detroit Pistons are the champion-
ship exceptions of the last 45 NBA seasons.

And as the NBA moves forward, there 
might never be another champion like them.

Their singularity is due to one reason: Since 
Magic Johnson entered the NBA and led the 
Lakers to the 1980 championship, the 2004 
Pistons are the only team to win the title with-
out a single star. Forget the idea of multiple 
stars — the Pistons didn’t have even one.

Every other championship in the past 45 
years has been won by a team that’s fea-
tured at least one of the following players 
and in some cases several of them:

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic Johnson, 
Larry Bird, Moses Malone, Julius Erving, 
Isiah Thomas, Michael Jordan, Scottie Pip-
pen, Hakeem Olajuwon, Clyde Drexler, Tim 
Duncan, David Robinson, Shaquille O’Neal, 
Kobe Bryant, Dwyane Wade, Kevin Garnett, 
Paul Pierce, Dirk Nowitzki, LeBron James, 
Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson, Kyrie Ir-
ving, Kevin Durant, Kawhi Leonard, An-
thony Davis, Giannis Antetokounmpo, Ni-
kola Jokic and now Jayson Tatum.

Some of those are the greatest of the greatest 
— Jordan, LeBron, Magic, Bird, Curry, Shaq, 
Kobe. Some are probably a slight notch below 
that all-time best group — Malone, Wade, Gar-
nett, Nowitzki, Leonard, Giannis. Given Ta-
tum’s age, we’ll see where the 26-year-old of 
the newly crowned Celtics ultimately lands in 
history, but there’s no question that he’s one of 
the league’s elite players. In his last three sea-
sons, Tatum’s been All-NBA First Team  and 
finished in the MVP top-six each year.

The 2004 Pistons? Their starting five 
featured Chauncey Billups, Richard “Rip” 
Hamilton, Rasheed Wallace, Tayshaun 
Prince and Ben Wallace.

To be clear, the Pistons boasted terrific 
players. But they weren’t stars. Prior to the 
championship run, the quintet had com-
bined for three All-Star berths (two by Rash-
eed Wallace, one by Ben Wallace) and two 
Defensive Player of the Year awards (both by 
Ben Wallace) — yet none of the five would 
have qualified as franchise players.

Detroit’s leading scorer during that regular 
season was Hamilton at 17.6 points per game, 
which ranked 37th in the NBA (Hamilton 
upped his average to 21.5 in the playoffs). Bil-
lups, the Pistons’ superb point guard, paced 
them in assists at 5.7 per game.

It feels as if the Pistons are largely forgotten 
— or at least relatively ignored. It’s inexplica-
ble that not a single book has been written 
about the sport’s unique champion over the 
past four and a half decades (perhaps Malcolm 
Gladwell could simply repurpose his famed 
“Outliers” tome into a retrospective). The 1969 
Mets own the Miracle Mets moniker, yet the 
2004 Pistons stunners have no snappy tag. 
There’s an ESPN 30-for-30 episode about the 
1991-92 “Bad Boys” Pistons. There should also 
be one about the Detroit hoopsters who suc-
ceeded them as champs 12 years later.

Everyone who follows the NBA hears axi-
oms such as, “You need stars to win” and 
“Such-and-such player can’t be the best 
player on a championship team.” And while 

the first is almost always accurate, it clearly 
isn’t ironclad. And while the second is obvi-
ously debatable, depending on what player 
we’re talking about, there’s no way anyone 
would have said that any of the 2004 Pistons 
fit the conventional rubric of “best player on 
a championship team.”

“We knew that we didn’t have one guy 
that could carry the whole team,” Billups 
told The Post in a recent interview. “But 
that doesn’t mean that we couldn’t win.”

n n n 
How did they win? Mainly with defense, 

durability and depth.

Defense
During the season, the Pistons tied the 

Spurs for fewest points allowed per game at 
84.3 and ranked second in defensive rating at 
93.9. It was a completely different sport then. 
This past season, by comparison, the Tim-
berwolves allowed the fewest points at 106.5 
and led in defensive rating at 108.4.

In the playoffs, the Pistons were even bet-
ter, allowing a postseason-best 80.7 ppg and 
sporting a postseason-best 90.3 defensive 
rating. Again, for comparison, the Magic this 

past postseason allowed the fewest points 
per game at 95.9 and led in playoff defensive 
rating at 100.0.

In Game 1 of the Eastern Conference Semi-
finals, the Pistons held the Nets to 56 points. 
In Game 7, they limited the Nets to 69. In their 
four wins over the Lakers in the five-game 
NBA Finals, they allowed an average of just 
77.5 points. Other than O’Neal and Bryant, no 
Laker averaged more than 6.4 ppg in that se-
ries — and even Bryant averaged his 22.6 ppg 
on just 38.1% shooting from the field.

Offensively that season, the Pistons were 
shaky. They scored the sixth-fewest points per 
game and tied for 18th in field-goal percentage.

“The game is so different now. It’s like a 
video game for me when I watch it. You 
see great individual play, but I coined the 
phrase ‘play the right way,’ ” head coach 
Larry Brown told The Post recently. “I 
thought that team did that about as well as 
any team I’ve ever been around.”

Of course, that’s another element of the 
Pistons’ success — they were coached by 
one of basketball’s best in Brown, a Hall of 
Famer (told this, Brown said he appreci-
ated the compliment, but praised his 

coaching staff, his GM and his owner).

Durability
Four Pistons starters — Billups, Hamilton, 

Prince and Ben Wallace — started at least 78 
games during the season. Rasheed Wallace was 
acquired for the final 26 games of the season 
and played in 22 of them, starting 21. The quin-
tet then started all 23 playoff games, each aver-
aging between 34.6 and 40.2 minutes per game.

Depth
Brown also raved about his bench, saying 

that the backcourt duo of Mike James and 
Lindsey Hunter “could guard as well as any-
body,” calling muscular power forward Corl-
iss Williamson “a matchup nightmare for ev-
erybody” and hailing 6-foot-11 Mehmet Okur 
as a surefire backup to both Wallaces.

This was by design.
“It was always the model that you had to 

have two superstars and then build out your 
roster from there,” then-president of basket-
ball operations Joe Dumars told The Post. “For 
me, my two superstars have to be as good as 
the two best superstars at that time if we were 
going to win. And that was Shaq and Kobe.”

THE 2004
DETROIT
PISTONS

By MARK HALE
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The problem, Dumars says, was this: “My 
two superstars, no matter who I get, are not 
going to be better than Shaq and Kobe.”

Dumars opted instead to build with depth, 
saying he told GMs who asked of his plan, 
“Guys, I’m going to try to go 10 deep.” He was 
informed, “Joe, nobody’s done that in 20 years.”

In the Finals, the team that Dumars assem-
bled because he couldn’t gather two stars as 
good as O’Neal and Bryant proceeded to 
clobber a roster featuring O’Neal and Bryant.

n n n 
Dumars, Brown and Billups all noted another 

reason why the Pistons thrived — because of 
who the players were before they joined forces 
in Detroit. Dumars outlined how they arrived.

Billups (drafted No. 3 overall), Rasheed 
Wallace (No. 4 overall) and Hamilton (No. 7 
overall) were lottery picks — but none were 

drafted by Detroit. Billups joined the Pistons, 
his fifth team in his first six years, as a free 
agent in 2002. Hamilton was acquired in a 
trade with the Wizards. Ben Wallace was un-
drafted out of Virginia Union, then traded 
twice, the second time to Detroit. Prince was 
a Pistons original, but he was the No. 23 over-
all pick in 2002, hardly a can’t-miss prospect.

“I don’t want to say they were castoffs, but 
they weren’t the marquee guys,” Dumars said. 
“Every single person associated with that team 
had that chip of something to prove. Even the 
coach, Larry Brown, had never won an NBA ti-
tle. … And myself, trying to do something that 
everyone says, ‘This is not the way to do it.’”

Added Brown, “A lot of these guys, they 
overcame a lot of adversity, and when they 
got to Detroit, they forgot all about that.”

Billups said “the secret sauce” was a col-

lective unselfishness that was geared toward 
winning above all.

“Everybody had a story,” he said. “Every-
body came from some failures.”

To be clear, the Pistons were hardly a Cin-
derella. The season before, under coach Rick 
Carlisle, they had advanced to the Eastern 
Conference Finals, losing to the Nets.

In training camp before the 2003-04 season, 
Billups was confident that the Pistons were 
at the very least an Eastern Conference Fi-
nals team. Fifty-six games into the season, 
they were 34-22 when Dumars traded with 
the Hawks for Rasheed Wallace, whom he 
now characterizes as “the final piece.” Bil-

lups agrees. After the first practice with 
their new big man, Billups says he told 
his wife, “We’re gonna win a champi-
onship this year.”

“What we needed was exactly 
what Rasheed brought,” Billups 

said, pointing out Wallace’s commu-
nication defensively, his intelligence, 
his scoring acumen and his value as a 
teammate. “We found those things 
out in one practice.”
The Pistons went 20-6 after the deal, 

finishing 54-28 to take the East’s No. 3 seed. 
They then rolled through the sixth-seeded 
Bucks in the first round of the playoffs (4-1); 
avenged the previous season’s playoff loss by 
beating Jason Kidd, Richard Jefferson and 
the No. 2 Nets in the second round (4-3); 
captured the East title by knocking out Jer-
maine O’Neal, Metta World Peace and the 
top-seeded Pacers (4-2); then ripped the 
star-studded Lakers in the Finals (4-1).

Billups earned Finals MVP, averaging 21.0 
points and 5.2 assists while shooting a blis-
tering 51% from the field and 47% from 3.

The next season, they advanced to Game 7 
of the NBA Finals before losing to the Spurs.

The unlikely champions were this close to 
becoming a dynasty.

n n n 
The 2004 Pistons are outliers — and that 

prompts two questions.
1. Should NBA organizations think about 

building teams using them as a model?
2. Can a team built this way ever win a 

championship again?
Let’s start with the first one.
This is tricky. The 2004 Pistons indeed won 

the championship — but they’re the only team 
built like this in the last 45 years to accomplish 
that feat. If you’re an acolyte of their philoso-
phy, you can say that their title shows that the 
model can work. On the other hand, 97.8% of 
the time in the last 45 years a different formula 
worked. To borrow from Chris Rock, “You can 
do it, but doesn’t mean it’s to be done. You can 
drive a car with your feet if you want to — that 
doesn’t make it a good f--king idea.”

Billups is now in a team-building capacity 
as head coach of the Trail Blaz-
ers. So does he abide by the 
“it’s a stars-driven league, 
and you should prioritize 
trying 

to acquire stars” philosophy? Or does he 
want to build in Portland the way the 2004 
Pistons were constructed?

“The beauty of it to me is this: No, you 
can’t win without stars. But when you’re re-
building, you can raise some,” Billups said. 
“You don’t always have to go out and get ’em. 
You can raise ’em.”

He points to the Thunder, citing their de-
velopment of Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and 
Jalen Williams (“they’re raising them to be 
stars and they’re well on their way”).

Brown believes that organizations should 
focus on players who are more team-oriented.

“I look at [Pat] Riley — there’s something 
about Miami that I smile every time I see them 
play. Because they’re all about the right things. 
If you don’t do it the right way, they move on 
from you. I think that everybody should think 
that way,” Brown said. “If you want to be in an 
individual sport, play tennis or run track. You 
want to play basketball, to me you need those 
grunge kids that are so unselfish that will do 
anything to see your team succeed.

“That’s what I saw with the Knicks with 
the Villanova kids. I think we don’t put 
enough stock in that.”

Dumars won’t rule out the possibility that 
a team built like the 2004 Pistons could win 
it all again.

“The teams that prioritize depth are the 
ones that are generally more successful 
now,” he said. “Even though they may have a 
superstar or two, I think teams value depth 
more than ever before.”

Billups, however, doesn’t think there will 
be another champion like the 2004 Pistons.

“I don’t see it in today’s game,” he says. “I 
just don’t see it.”

While Billups concedes that fewer stars 
are needed now to win than was the case 
several years ago, he notes the Pistons didn’t 
have a single “max player,” which in his mind 
is an anomaly. And he says that having a 
bunch of players who didn’t care about All-
Star teams or money is “never gonna happen 
again in today’s game.”

Brown does make an argument that the 
2004 Pistons had stars, saying, “My whole 
thing was, I look at Rasheed, I look at Chaun-
cey, I look at Ben, I look at Rip ... it’s hard for 
me to not think of those guys as being stars.” 

Billups adds: “We had All-Stars, but we 
didn’t have a superstar.”

He also noted that “it’s aged very well. 
You’ve got two Hall of Famers that were on 
that team” — Ben Wallace was inducted in 
2021, Billups was elected two months ago — 
“that back then all everybody talked about 
was we didn’t have a superstar, et cetera. 
Which, in my opinion, was true.”

Out of the 44 other champions since 1980, 
the team that most resembled the 2004 Pis-
tons might have been the 2014 Spurs. The 
legendary Duncan was on the team — but 
he was 38 years old. Then again, he was still 
Duncan and he still finished 12th in the 
MVP voting that season. That team also 

had a young future superstar in Leon-
ard, who won NBA Finals MVP. 

And Tony Parker and Manu 
Ginobili were still on the 
team. That’s four Hall of 
Famers. And that’s per-
haps the closest team.

Semi-close. Nowhere 
near the uniqueness of Du-
mars, Brown, Billups and 
Co. Since the Magic-Bird 

era, there’s been no other 
team like them.

mhale@nypost.com

You see great individual play, but I coined the 
phrase ‘play the right way.’ I thought that team did 

that about as well as any team I’ve ever been around.
— 2004 Pistons coach Larry Brown
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By Bradley Locker

Although the Liberty’s final first-
half game against the WNBA’s No. 
2-seeded Connecticut Sun pro-
vided ample theater, so too does a 
prolonged All-Star break ahead.

Accounting for the All-Star 
Game and 2024 Paris Olympics, the 
team won’t play another organized 
WNBA matchup until Aug. 15, a full 
30 days away from practices and a 
league-best winning rate.

Unlike many squads, though, the 
Liberty have sufficient star power 
to stay connected despite an ab-
sence from Brooklyn.

In fact, during Saturday’s 20th 
annual All-Star Game — pitting the 
league’s best against the players 
ready to don the stars and stripes 
for Team USA — Libs forward Jon-
quel Jones will square off against 
Olympic teammates Sabrina Ion-
escu and Breanna Stewart.

That intra-team matchup has 
generated some lighthearted com-
petition.

“[Jones] said she wanted to block 

my shot,” Ionescu said with a laugh. 
“I said I wasn’t going to be shooting 
over her. I don’t want to give her 
any opportunity to block it.”

Jones, a five-time All-Star who 
also partook in the 2021 All-Stars 
vs. Olympians contest, sensed a 
different energy during the first 
year of the distinct format.

“It felt more serious starting in 
the beginning,” Jones said. “It felt 
like, ‘Oh yeah, we want to go win 
this.’ I feel like Team USA kind of 
had that idea, like, ‘We don’t want 
them to win because we want to 
prove that we are the premier 
USA players that are going to go 
and represent the USA.’ ”

With Saturday’s All-Star Game 
featuring household stars like A’ja 
Wilson, Diana Taurasi, Stewart — 
plus rookie dynamos Caitlin Clark 
and Angel Reese — players recog-
nize another stepping stone for 
the surging popularity of women’s 
basketball.

“Every All-Star [Game], I feel 
like, is just getting bigger and big-
ger and bigger,” Ionescu said. 

By Bradley Locker

For their second straight game, 
the Liberty were without two-time 
MVP Breanna Stewart.

Yet for another night, the team 
secured a victory — with many 
thanks to the efforts of backup for-
ward Kennedy Burke.

Against the Connecticut Sun, the 
27-year-old Burke compiled nine 
points and four steals in only 24 
minutes of game action.

And in her second start of the 
season, Burke may have elevated 
her game during the most pivotal 
moments.

After the Sun knotted the score 
at 61-61, Burke corralled an errant 
pass and took it all the way to the 
tin to give the Liberty a two-point 
lead.

Then, in the early moments of 
the fourth quarter, Burke picked 
off another miscue before zeroing 
in on an open Sabrina Ionescu for 
three.

“Just keeping my head up,” 
Burke said about her approach. “I 
know every time I get the ball, I 
want to make sure that my team-
mates are available.”

The capstone moment arrived 
when the five-year veteran con-
verted a layup that gave New York 
a five-point advantage with 8:48 to 
go.

“She’s got guard-like skills,” head 
coach Sandy Brondello said post-
game. “She just continues to get 
better. KB anticipates so well. 

She’s a good heads-up player in 
the transition phase.”

Replacing a player averaging 19.3 
points and 9.0 rebounds per game 
is a feat not many can mirror, but 
Burke has provided positive con-
tributions with Stewart still rest-
ing.

On Saturday in Chicago, Burke 
notched seven points and three 
steals in 31 minutes played, helping 
the Liberty to an 81-67 victory.

“I think she gets more and more 
comfortable in what we’re doing 
here,” Brondello said. “Playing her 
game has been really big for us 
these last two games, especially.”

Although she may not be a 
household name, Burke’s play is 
still appreciated by her team-
mates.

“KB’s very talented,” Jones said. 
“The stops that she had for us in 
that fourth quarter were amazing, 
and they were vital. So, she just 
has to keep doing it.”

Heading into a nearly month-
long All-Star break with a league-
leading 21-4 record, the Liberty an-
ticipate slotting Stewart right back 
next to Ionescu and Jones when 
play resumes on Aug. 15.

Yet even if moved back to a di-
minished role, Burke could prove a 
key reserve during the team’s push 
for its first title.

“She brought the energy that we 
were missing,” guard Ivana Dojkic 
said. “I think she did a great job in 
the most important part of the 
game. I’m very proud of her.”

Burke stepping up
to give Stewie rest

ASG battle of teammates

By Bridget Reilly

The monthlong Olympic break 
has come at a fortunate time for 
Betnijah Laney-Hamilton and the 
Liberty.

The Liberty’s star wing under-
went a “minor” surgery on her 
right knee on Tuesday and is ex-
pected to miss four to six weeks, 
the team announced.

“Yeah, ‘B’  had a little bit of a 
cleanout today,” head coach Sandy 
Brondello said before the Liberty’s 
82-74 win. “If you’re going to have a 

cleanout, it’s probably the best 
time now at an Olympic break, isn’t 
it? She’ll get that done in four to six 
weeks. Everything went well so 
that’s what we’ll plan for.”

Laney-Hamilton had missed the 
past three games due to the  injury, 
before the Liberty ended the first 
half of the WNBA season Tuesday 
night at Barclays Center with a win 
against the Sun. 

The Liberty resume play follow-
ing the Olympic break on Aug. 15, a 
little more than four weeks after 
Laney-Hamilton’s surgery. 

“It was a very straightforward 
surgery,” Brondello continued. 
“[She’s] had some issues with her 
knees. I think they are just old bas-
ketball knees, but I think most pro 
athletes have the same thing. So it’s 
just managing that. I don’t think 
there’s any restrictions when she 
comes back. It’s just to use the time 
that we can over this Olympic 
break and build it back up again.”

Laney-Hamilton, a 10-year vet-
eran, has a history of knee troubles. 

In 2022, she suffered a right knee 
injury and underwent arthroscopic 

Laney-Hamilton uses hiatus to get surgery on her ailing right knee
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By Ryan Glasspiegel

A reunion between Aaron 
Rodgers and Davante Adams 
may not be on the horizon after 
all.

While a number of football 
broadcasters have implied or 
speculated the Raiders will be 
trading Adams — possibly to 
the Jets — his agents deny that 
this is the case. 

“This is baseless, unfounded 
speculation and Davante is ex-
pected to be with the Raiders as 
there has been absolutely no 
trade talk —  period,” Adams’ 
agents Kenny Chapman and 
Frank Bauer told ESPN’s Adam 
Schefter in a statement Tues-
day.

Adams is entering his third 
season with the Raiders after 
playing the first eight years of 
his NFL career with Rodgers in 
Green Bay. 

He has been one of the most 
productive wide receivers in 
the NFL for the last six years, 
but there were times last season 
when his frustration clearly 
bubbled over, such as when he 
shoved a cameraman to the 
ground in Kansas City after the 
Raiders lost to the Chiefs. 

The ball got rolling last week 
when Rodgers said he “can’t 
wait” to play with Adams again, 
making people question if the 
quarterback might know some-
thing the general public doesn’t. 

Speaking on “Boomer & Gio” 
on WFAN on Monday, former 
Jets quarterback Boomer Esia-
son prognosticated that Adams 
would be on his way out of 
town this summer.

“I’m hearing — that this is go-
ing to happen, if it does happen 
— somewhere in late August, 
early September,” Esiason said. 
“I’m not sure about why it 
would take that long.”

Esiason didn’t believe Adams 
would demand a trade, but that 
one would nonetheless happen.

Then, on Tuesday, ESPN NFL 
analyst Dan Orlovsky appeared 
on “Get Up” and said that he’d 
heard Adams to the Jets was a 
“done deal.”

“I think Davante Adams plays 
for the Jets this season,” Orlov-
sky said. “The reason why I say 
that is this: Have you watched 
Netflix, the ‘Receiver’ stuff, 
have you seen the frustration 
from Davante Adams? It’s not 
that much better of a situation 
[now.] The only reason it 
wouldn’t happen is if he would 
feel bad about leaving Antonio 
Pierce, their new head coach.”

Davante’s 
agents say 

star WR 
not leaving

Laney-Hamilton uses hiatus to get surgery on her ailing right knee

By Bridget Reilly

As they limped into the fourth 
quarter tied Tuesday night, the 
Liberty looked like a team ready 
for a monthlong break. 

They’d played an exceptionally 
sloppy third quarter against the 
Sun and seemed desperate to 
simply get through the final 10 
minutes before going on hiatus.

Thanks to Sabrina Ionescu, 
they’ll have nice memories of 
their last moments of game ac-
tion until they 
play again.

Ionescu led 
the Liberty to 
an 82-74 vic-
tory over the WNBA’s second-
best team with 30 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer that broke a 63-63 
tie to open the final period off a 
steal from Kennedy Burke, who 
had a career-high four steals.

Ionescu followed her 3-pointer 
with a rebound to start a fast 
break that ended with her dish-
ing to Burke in the paint for a 
68-63 lead.

It was the 13th time Ionescu 
has scored at least 30 points — 
setting a franchise record for 
most career 30-point games — 
and the Liberty improved their 
league-best record to 21-4, de-
spite missing stars Breanna 
Stewart (load management) and 
Betnijah Laney-Hamilton (knee) 
for the second straight game.

“She has to be the best point 
guard in this league, isn’t she?” 
head coach Sandy Brondello said 
of Ionescu after the win. “It’s just 
big time. Just her growth from 
last year. This is my third year, 
but from Year 1 to Year 2 to Year 

3, I didn’t expect her to be as 
good as she is right now. She has 
greatness about her. She’s just 
consistent every single night. 
And that’s what greatness is, it’s 
bringing it every night. There’s 
no excuses. She’s always going to 
find a way, loves the moment, 
and those players are really spe-
cial.”

It was the Liberty’s seventh 
consecutive victory over the 
Sun, including their first-round 
playoff matchup in the 2023 sea-
son.

Ionescu, who will be an Olym-
pian for the first time, was not 

perfect, committing seven turn-
overs. 

But teammate Courtney Van-
dersloot scored eight points, and 
Leonie Fiebich and Burke had 
nine each.

“It was huge. We talked about 
it. At the end of the third, 10 more 
minutes we have to buckle down 
and play harder, get stops, and 
play our best basketball for 10 
more minutes,” Ionescu said. “It 
was crucial to be able to get some 
stops. [Burke] got huge steals for 
us. Everyone just did a little bit 
more than what they did previ-
ously to help us get that lead.”

After shooting  4-of-6 from 
three-point range in the first 
quarter, the Liberty cooled off  
and went scoreless for nearly the 
last three minutes of the second 
quarter.

Things didn’t immediately im-
prove for them in the third.

With under seven minutes to 
go, Ionescu was called for a trav-
eling violation — her fifth turn-
over of the night — that led to a 
layup from Chicago’s Bioanna 
Jones.

On the following possession, 
Vandersloot committed  another 
turnover that led to two free 
throws from DeJonai Carrington, 
trimming  the Liberty lead to 
52-50.

Towards the end of the quarter, 
Vandersloot made a bad pass to 
lead to a layup from Carrington 
just before the sloppiness tum-
bled into a 63-63 tie at the end of 
the quarter.

The Liberty committed  21 
turnovers on the night that 
yielded 21 points for the Sun. It 
was a physical game that also 
saw two technical fouls and two 
challenge calls.

“It was just communication 
and just being gritty in those mo-
ments where we had that little 
slump,” Burke said. “I feel like 
Sabrina did a good job with just 
leading us and that’s why we got 
that win.”

breilly@nypost.com

Ionescu scores 30 to lead Libs into 
break with big win over No. 2 Sun

partial meniscectomy surgery, 
which is performed on torn menis-
cus cartilage. She sat for three 
games in June of this season due to 
an injury to the same knee.

She returned and played three 
games before experiencing swelling 
in the knee during the Liberty’s bus 
trip to Connecticut for their 71-68 
win on July 10.

“She’s doing well,” said Courtney 
Vandersloot, who spoke to her after 
the surgery. “The surgery went well 
and she’s rested. I told her the 
comeback starts now.”

The Liberty (21-4) had a busy in-
jury report beyond Laney-Hamilton 
for Tuesday night’s crucial game 
against the second-place Sun (18-6).

Breanna Stewart was out for Tues-
day’s game, but more for load man-
agement reasons than any concern 
over her right hamstring, according 
to Brondello.

The absence comes in an effort to 
manage her playing time ahead of 
the WNBA All-Star game and her 
preparation for the 2024 Paris 
Olympics with the United States 
women’s team.

“It’s about rest. I have always 
played her a lot of minutes,” Bron-
dello said. “She’s just a competitor. 
She wants to play, sometimes you 
have to hold her back.”

Backup wing Kayla Thornton and 
backup center Nyara Sabally were 
available after being listed as ques-
tionable with a neck injury and back 
issue. 

Sabally wore a back brace during 
warm-ups. She’s  missed 14 games 
this season due to the injury. She re-
turned on June 11 against the Sky at 
Barclays Center. 

PLENTY TO 
SMILE ABOUT: 
Sabrina Ionescu 
looks back at the 
gleeful crowd after 
scoring three of 
her 30 points in the 
Liberty’s 82-74 win 
over the Sun at 
Barclays Center on 
Tuesday.
 Michelle Farsi (2);

Corey Sipkin

Liberty 82
Sun 74
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By Stefan Bondy

LAS VEGAS — If the big offer 
came from a team other than the 
Thunder, Isaiah Hartenstein 
would have re-signed with the 
Knicks at a discount, the center 
told The Post. 

But the combination of a three-
year, $87 million deal — with 
$58.5 million of it guaranteed in 
the first two years — and a 
chance for a championship was 
too difficult to turn down. 

“I was going to make sure I was 
set for the rest of my life,” Hart-
enstein said. “But then at the 
same time, if it wasn’t a team like 
OKC, I would’ve taken a pay cut 
because I loved it [in New York]. 
But I now have an opportunity to 
make that money, make that pay 
raise, and still compete. I think 
that was the main factor.”

The Knicks, as Hartenstein 
confirmed in the interview Mon-
day with The Post, made the big-
gest offer they could given their 
cap restrictions — four years, 
$72.5 million — which is about 
$11 million less annually than the 
Thunder contract.

Jalen Brunson participated in 
the pitch to retain Hartenstein. 

“They said whatever we can 
give you, we’re going to give 
you,” Hartenstein said. “I talked 
to Jalen a couple times, Jalen and 
the guys. They really wanted me 
back and I really appreciate that. 
But it was definitely a hard deci-
sion. I couldn’t say no to an op-
portunity like this.”

A couple weeks after Harten-
stein’s departure in free agency, 
Brunson agreed to an extension 
at a hefty discount — a four-
year, $156.5 million deal that 
could’ve been about $113 mil-
lion more over five years if 
he waited until free agency 
next summer. 

Hartenstein, a journeyman 
through most of his six pro 
seasons with $22.65 million in 
career earnings, explained why 
he wasn’t in the same position to 
make a sacrifice like Brunson. 

“He’s kind of in a different situ-
ation than I’m in. Already made 
$100 million [in his career]. He’s 
the star player, knows he proba-
bly won’t ever get traded. So it’s 
a different situation,” Harten-
stein said. “But that also shows 
what kind of a leader he is to 
make those sacrifices. I don’t 
think a lot of people are making 
those sacrifices. I think our situ-
ations are a little bit different but 
I have a lot of respect for him as 
a player and a human being for 
doing that.” 

Hartenstein became a pivotal 
part of the Knicks’ success while 
developing into one of their top 
analytical performers. He started 
49 games after Mitchell Robin-
son’s injury and boasted the 

team’s best net rating at +10, 
earning more playmaking free-
dom from Tom Thibodeau. 

Looking back on his two seasons 
in New York, Hartenstein said his 
favorite moment was grabbing the 
offensive rebound that led to 
Donte DiVincenzo’s dramatic go-
ahead trey in Game 2 of the first 

round against the Sixers. 
The reaction from the Garden 

crowd was explosive.
“That was something special,” 

Hartenstein said. 
The Knicks still haven’t re-

placed Hartenstein, who was ar-
guably their second-best player 
in the playoffs after Brunson.

Assuming the 
oft-injured Rob-
inson starts 
again at center, 
the current 
backup is Jericho 
Sims. 

It’s the biggest posi-
tion concern for the Knicks as 
they open their full-blown win-
now window.

Hartenstein also enters the 
unknown as the center for a 
team that was established and 
stacked before his arrival.

His chemistry and connection 
to last season’s Thunder center, 
Chet Holmgren, is of paramount 
importance toward the team’s 
championship goals after they 
earned the No. 1 seed in the 
Western Conference last season.

In New York, Hartenstein was 
well-liked and social in the 
locker room, developing into a 
defensive leader and the team’s 
top paint presence. It was a situ-
ation almost too good to leave. 

Almost. 
“It was hard. For me, if it 

wasn’t a situation like Oklahoma 
City with a chance to win, I don’t 
think I would’ve left. But that 
money is — you have to think 
about it, I just had a child so. … 
But it was really hard,” said Hart-
enstein, who became a first-time 
father last month.

“I love New York. I love the 
front office, I loved my team. So 
it was definitely hard. If it wasn’t 
a situation where I felt like I re-
ally had a chance to win, I proba-
bly wouldn’t have left.” 

sbondy@nypost.com

EXCLUSIVE
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an offer he couldn’t 
refuse: Isaiah Hartenstein 
said he loved his two years with 
Jalen Brunson (left) and the 
Knicks and was willing to accept 
a discounted salary to stay in 
New York until Oklahoma City 
offered him a three-year, $87 
million deal. “I was going to make 
sure I was set for the rest of my 
life,” he said.

USA TODAY Sports; 
N.Y. Post: Charles Wenzelberg

Silver won’t 
engage on 

Dolan issues
By Stefan Bondy

LAS VEGAS — In the last year, the Knicks sued an-
other NBA team, questioned the commissioner’s objec-
tivity and sent a scathing letter to the other owners about 
the league’s direction. 

Given a chance to respond or elaborate Tuesday, Adam 
Silver mostly sidestepped the issues with the Knicks and 
James Dolan. 

“My response is we try to keep these issues in the fam-
ily. And I would say, yes, Jim Dolan did send a letter out 
to his partner teams and to the league office,” Silver said 
after the owners meetings in Vegas. “That was discussed 
certainly at our meetings. But I don’t think it’s appropri-
ate to get into the specifics of what was discussed at our 
meeting.”

Silver was also asked about a New York court’s deci-
sion last month to send the Knicks’ lawsuit against 

the Raptors back to the 
commissioner to arbi-

trate. As part of the 
suit, the Knicks 
claimed Silver 
couldn’t objec-
tively settle the 
dispute because, 
in part, he was 
beholden to Rap-

tors minority 
owner Larry Tanen-

baum. 
“The second part of your 

question [about the Knicks 
questioning my objectivity], I won’t respond to,” Silver 

said. “The first part is that we did receive notice of the 
court’s decision and are in the process of working 
through those issues at the league office right now.”

With his long-standing problems with the NBA’s reve-
nue-sharing model as the backdrop, Dolan has gone 
scorched earth against the NBA’s new media deal and Sil-
ver, in particular. 

In the letter from Dolan that was obtained by ESPN, the 
former Cablevision scion noted his beef with the revenue 
sharing and added more grievances while forcefully con-
cluding, “Pride of ownership is what is sacrificed. We are 
well on our way to becoming a one size fits all, character-
less organization. Just remember we did this on the backs 
of owners like Jerry Buss.”

Dolan argued the NBA’s new media rights deal would 
leave Regional Sports Networks “unviable” since too 
many of the games are given to the national broadcasters. 
Dolan owns MSG Network, which has not been immune 
to the dramatic diminishment of cable subscribers dur-
ing the streaming service boom. 

On Tuesday, Silver reiterated his emphasis on stream-
ing services as the league finalizes its $76 billion media 
rights megadeal. 

Dolan did not attend the NBA’s Board of Governors 
meetings Tuesday in Vegas, instead sending MSG Sports 
COO Jamaal Lesane as the Knicks representative.

In August, the Knicks filed a lawsuit against the Rap-
tors for stealing scouting information through a video co-
ordinator. It was rare for one NBA team to sue another 
given they’re business partners and there’s an NBA con-
stitution, but the Knicks sought more than  $10 million in 
damages and argued that Silver was too compromised to 
settle it. 

adam silver

Wilson out to find 
his shot in Year 2

By Brian Lewis

LAS VEGAS —  Jalen Wilson is 
just entering his second NBA sea-
son, but is starting to have the look 
of a veteran with twice as much 
experience.

The physicality was always there 
for the Nets wing. But the im-
proved jumper has the second-
round pick looking like a viable 
option for Brooklyn.

“Very much so. He’s extremely 
poised, never gets too high or too 
low,” Nets assistant Steve Hetzel, 
head coach of the Summer League 
team, said after Wilson was the 
driving force in the Nets’ 92-85 
win over the Knicks on Tuesday at 
Thomas & Mack Center. “We’ve 
challenged him to be better defen-
sively. This was the best defense 
I’ve ever seen him play.”

Wilson’s work in Vegas bodes 
well for him earning time on a re-
building team. He scored 27 points 
and finished a plus-19, both game-
highs. The wing shot 8 of 16 over-
all, and 5 of 10 from deep.

And in a game in which the Nets 
trailed by 21 points, Wilson carried 
them across the line. He never 
came off the floor in the Nets’ 
35-23 fourth quarter, pouring in 15 
points to lift them to the win.

So far in his stay in Las Vegas, 
the 23-year-old has looked like an 
improved player from his first.

“Probably just being able to do it 
again. It’s fresh as a rookie; you 
don’t know really what to expect. 
But now this is my second year 
coming back,” said Wilson. “It’s 
just fun. You get to see things, get 
to experience having a chance to 
win it. That’s the thing that drives 
a guy, especially when it’s our sec-
ond time doing it.”

A four-year player at Kansas, the 
physicality isn’t a shock and was 
even there last season as a rookie. 
But questions about his 3-point 
shot in college contributed to him 
falling to Brooklyn at 51st overall in 
last year’s draft.

How he answers those questions 
will determine if he can be a sec-

ond-round steal.
“Shooting helps everything at 

any level of basketball because it 
provides space on the floor for his 
teammates,” Hetzel said. “So, the 
better he can shoot the ball or the 
more room there is for getting in a 
pick and roll, Keon [Johnson] to 
attack one-on-one, the shooting 
provides all the space that we 
need.”

Wilson hit just 31.6 percent from 
deep in college and 32.4 as a rookie. 
But through three games in Las Ve-
gas, he’s averaging 21.3 points and 
has shot a far more auspicious 14-
of-29 from behind the arc.

“Just my time really being in 
Brooklyn. Everybody here is valu-
able on time and wanting to get 
better every single day. I can call 
anyone no matter how early or late 
it is to get in the gym,” said Wil-
son. “The same shots we shoot in 
the game, we’re shooting in prac-
tice every single day. So I just at-
tribute it to all the time we’ve been 
putting in this summer in Brook-
lyn and all the help the coaches 
have been giving us.”

It’s a new staff. And it’ll be a 
new-look Nets team, with Mikal 
Bridges traded away and the deep 
rebuild underway. That means a 
youth movement — and poten-
tially minutes to be had for Wil-
son.

“I’m just excited for any oppor-
tunity. I feel like it’s a blessing that 
we all have this opportunity to 
play and people have trust in us,” 
said Wilson. “It’s a great thing to 
have an organization that has con-
fidence in all of us to go out and 
play and to build into it. So I just 
think it’s a great opportunity.

“[My goal] is just compete, play 
hard, learn as much as I can. And 
game-by-game hopefully it just 
keeps slowing down and slowing 
down. I feel like that first year is 
just so fast for a rookie because 
we’re just like ‘We’re in the NBA 
now.’ It’s different. So hopefully 
the second year is slowed down 
and I get to really learn the game.”

brian.lewis@nypost.com

Long-range 
plan: Jalen 
Wilson is working 
on improving his 
3-point shot as he 
looks for more 
playing time on the 
rebuilding Nets.

USA TODAY Sports
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By Mark W. Sanchez

ARLINGTON, Texas — If the 
Yankees and Mets are contenders 
— and through the first half of 
the season, despite the Yankees 
slowing late and the Mets slow-
ing early, both have played like 
contenders — then several All-
Star relievers are open to joining 
them.

A common need for both New 
York clubs — and another dozen 
or so teams around the league — 
is in the bullpen, where the Yan-
kees could use more swing-and-
miss and the Mets could add any 
arm (and especially a lefty) capa-
ble of getting outs. By FanGraphs’ 
Wins Above Replacement esti-
mation, the Yankees’ pen ranked 
17th (and has trended far worse in 
the past month) during the first 
half, while the Mets’ was 21st.

There will be significant compe-
tition for reliable eighth- and ninth-
inning arms, but the Yankees and 
Mets figure to be monitoring the 
top names on the market.

So will White Sox standout 
Garrett Crochet.

“I see it. I hear it. I watch TV,” 
the All-Star lefty said this week. 
“I definitely see that sort of thing. 
But at the end of the day, it’s re-
ally flattering. It’s just a compli-
ment to the work that I’ve put in 
up to this point.”

Crochet is in the White Sox ro-
tation but could be seen as an of-
ten unhittable bullpen arm. In 20 
starts, the 25-year-old has pitched 
to a 3.02 ERA with a majors-best 
150 strikeouts in 107 ¹/₃ innings.

But this is the first time he has 
exceeded 100 innings in his ca-
reer, including collegiately. The 
2020 first-round pick was 
brought right to the majors that 
year as a reliever, was a bullpen 
weapon in 2021 and required 
Tommy John surgery in 2022. In 
his first full season back, he has 
been a revelation.

He said he’s “in a pretty good 
spot” physically, but a team that 
trades for him might choose to 
manage his innings out of the 
pen. And if a team offers the 
MLB-worst White Sox enough to 
pry away Crochet, he would want 
to go to a contender.

“I think that anybody would 

want to go to the World Series,” 
Crochet said.

Among the available All-Stars 
who could come out of the bullpen, 
Crochet might fetch the biggest 
price. But there are others who 
could tempt the Yankees and Mets:

Mason Miller, A’s
The flame-throwing phenom, 

who has struck out 70 in 39 ²/₃ 
dominant innings with Oakland, 
could be one of the prizes of the 
deadline if the A’s decide he is 
better cashed in than kept.

The righty’s four-seam fastball 
averages — averages — 100.9 
mph. He isn’t even arbitration eli-
gible until before the 2027 season. 
He could be a long-term piece of 
the A’s — or whatever team blows 
Oakland away in a trade.

The A’s are known for many 
things, including attempting to 

maximize players’ value before 
trading them. There is always the 
unknown with a pitcher’s arm 
and particularly an arm as power-
ful as Miller’s.

For his part, Miller also said he 
was flattered by interest around 
the league but believes he will 
stay with the A’s.

“I don’t anticipate me really 
heading out this year,” Miller said. 
“The value I’m bringing right now 
to the team, I think they want to 
hold on to that, and I’m happy to 
be a part of that group.”

But if he does get shipped out, 
the Waynesburg (Pa.) University, 
Gardner-Webb and A’s product, 
who has not tasted a big market, 
“wouldn’t shy away” from a major 
city, he said.

Wherever he is, he just wants to 
win.

“Every player’s goal is to win a 

World Series,” Miller said. “And 
whatever group you’re a part of, 
that is the goal. … For certain 
groups that’s more attainable.”

Tanner Scott, Marlins
The southpaw would make 

sense,  especially for the Mets, 
who have long needed a replace-
ment for Brooks Raley. After the 
Mets emerged as sellers and dealt 
David Robertson to Miami last 
season, the two teams could 
strike the same kind of swap with 
their roles reversed.

The 29-year-old Scott is an 
eight-year veteran, a longtime ef-
fective reliever and a first-time 
All-Star. With a fading Marlins 
club, he has saved 14 games and 
pitched to a 1.34 ERA.

There is little reason for the 
Marlins, who are paying him $5.7 
million this season, to keep the 

free-agent-to-be 
around. Scott un-
derstands the situ-
ation but said he 
doesn’t pay atten-
tion to the rumors, 
even if his wife and 
family might bring 
them to his attention.

“Where my feet are, 
that’s where I’m at,” said 
Scott, who also added that he 
just wants to be in contention 
for a title. “Going to the World 
Series is always every baseball 
player’s goal, wherever I am.”

Kirby Yates, Rangers
If the Yankees bring in Yates, it 

would mean a reunion with a 
righty who appeared in 41 games 
and posted a 5.23 ERA in 2016 in 
pinstripes.

But on the mound, at least, Ya-
tes is unrecognizable from the 
pitcher he used to be.

“Extremely different,” said Ya-
tes, a 37-year-old in his 10th big-
league season. “I don’t really even 
throw a slider anymore. That was 
my out pitch in New York.”

Yates credits the Yankees club-
house in general and CC Sabathia 
in particular for teaching him the 
day-to-day routines that helped 
him “change everything” in the 
following offseason. Among 
those changes was discovering a 
splitter that has become his best 
pitch and given him another 
baseball life.

This year, Yates — who is mak-
ing $4.5 million and will be a free 
agent at season’s end — has saved 
16 games and pitched to a 1.05 
ERA with the Rangers, who are 
four games under .500 and five 
games back in the AL West. Ab-
sent a hot streak, the reigning 
champions could become sellers.

Yates won’t be paying attention 
to the possibilities of whether he 
could end up with the Yankees or 
Mets, but he is glad he played for 
the Yankees once at least.

“It’s a pretty cool feeling telling 
people you got to play for the 
New York Yankees for a year,” Ya-
tes said. “It’s definitely a unique, 
special place. I think everybody 
that’s played there will tell you 
that.”

msanchez@nypost.com

Yankees & Mets have their 
eyes on these All-Star arms

HUNTING SEASON: The Yankees and Mets both 
will be looking for bullpen help at the trade 
deadline, and All-Stars Garrett Crochet (from top 
left clockwise), Tanner Scott and Kirby Yates could 
all be of interest.  USA Today Sports (2); Getty Images
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ARLINGTON, Texas — The first half offi-
cially closed Tuesday night with the All-
Star Game, but with way more than half a 

season completed.
No team had played fewer than 95 games and, 

in all, an MLB-record 1,449 games and 59.6 per-
cent of its schedule had been exhausted prior to 
the Midsummer Classic (thanks to MLB Net-
work research). Yet, even with that much sea-
son played, there remains so much mystery 
about a trade deadline two 
weeks away, including:

1. Is Mason Miller availa-
ble? It feels like no player 
should be more so.

The A’s are unlikely to play 
a meaningful game until they 
get to Las Vegas, no earlier 
than 2028. That is hundreds 
of appearances from now for a bad team. And 
the risk of staying healthy for that period for a 
guy who throws the hardest average fastball in 
the majors (100.9 mph) and had shoulder and 
elbow issues over the past two seasons seems 
red-line high.

Miller has five years of control and is the kind 
of end-game piece that every contender would 
see meaningfully upgrading championship 
odds. Thus, the A’s could theoretically return a 
haul.

Conversely, as heated as buying teams would 
be to add Miller’s heat — his 46.7 strikeout per-
centage is not only first, but second is in the 
distance: Josh Hader at 40.4 — there must be 
concern by any acquiring team of giving up that 
haul and having Miller blow out quickly.

Oakland manager Mark Kotsay, an AL All-
Star coach, said, “I don’t [think Miller will be 
traded]. For us, where we’re trying to go, what 
we’re trying to do, to build something from 
within, he is a big part of that development. I 
can’t say 100 percent because I don’t make 
those decisions. But when I look at him, I see 
part of our nucleus.”

Except having an elite closer on the AL’s sec-
ond-worst team with no hope of being much 
better soon is akin to spritzing perfume in a 
sewer. How big a difference is there between 
winning 62 or 67 games due to a strong closer? 
Does trading Miller and also his fine setup man 
Lucas Erceg at a moment when the market is 
hungering for these types actually put the A’s 
closer to winning than keeping them?

Of course, that would mean getting the trades 
right, and as even Kotsay noted, the A’s traded a 
haul in recent years, including Chris Bassitt, 
Matt Chapman, Frankie Montas, Sean Murphy 
and Matt Olson, and, “How many of the pieces 
that were prospects [obtained in return] have 
developed to become impact adds, how many 
were successful?”

The answer is not many (any?). Does that 
make the A’s gun shy and hold onto Miller be-
lieving there will be other times — in the off-
season, next trade deadline, etc. — to move 
him? Do they put such a price on him as to 
make it nearly impossible to move? Or do they 
believe now is the moment of his greatest value 
and get a bidding war going?

“There’s always the possibility — it can’t be 
ruled out,” Miller said. “If somebody comes 
with something they can’t refuse, I’m sure that 
they would do it. But I also think they see and 
appreciate the value that I’m bringing in my 
role this year.”

2. Are the defending champions buyers or 
sellers? The Rangers won seven of nine going 
into the break, including a key two of three at 
Houston. Still, they were just 46-50, five games 

out of first. GM Chris Young 
said he is prepping for both 
scenarios, but, “We are going 
to do everything we can to 
win this year.”

Young said he “wants to 
take as much time as possible 
to make a choice and hope in 
the next week [the results] 

make it clear we are buyers.” If they are sellers, 
they have seven walk-year arms in Nathan Eo-
valdi, Andrew Heaney, Max Scherzer, Jose Le-
clerc, David Robertson, Kirby Yates and Mich-
ael Lorenzen, plus Jon Gray with one year left 
— so they can be a pitching clearinghouse in 
the coming weeks while also seeing if they can 
get a big price on right fielder Adolis Garcia 
and first baseman Nate Lowe.

But the Rangers have the fourth-easiest re-
maining schedule via Tankathon and believe 
they will get third baseman Josh Jung back by 
Aug. 1, left fielder Evan Carter and starter Tyler 
Mahle not long after and Jacob deGrom per-
haps before Sept. 1. DeGrom, rehabbing from 
Tommy John surgery, is throwing three 30-pitch 
bullpens a week, and Young said, “He looks as 
good as I’ve seen him. I’m excited about it. The 
velo has been there, the command has been on 
point and the action on the changeup has been 
terrific and he is starting to spin it now.”

3. What is Garrett Crochet? The White Sox 
are open to trading the All-Star lefty. But this is 
what one pitching-needy executive said: “How 
many innings does he have left this year and 
how do you get to them — starting, relieving, 
both,  and then, if you are lucky, how do you get 
through October? He’s valuable, but how valua-
ble for the rest of this year, which is key?”

Crochet, mostly due to injury, had thrown 73 
professional innings from 2020-23. He is at 107 
¹/₃  this year with an MLB-best 35.2 strikeout 
percentage among qualified starters. This is 
somewhat similar to what the Yankees are 
thinking about with Luis Gil, who missed most 
of the past two seasons and was at 102 ¹/₃  in-
nings. At some point, may both have to be 
slowed down or put in the pen or just hit a wall 
and stopped?

The White Sox, though, to make this worth-
while, have to get a trade befitting a top-of-the-
rotation starter who can’t be a free agent until 
after the 2026 season. That means a huge re-
turn.

“That’s the plan right now [to make it through 
the season as a starter],” Crochet said. “We’re 
taking it start to start and this is heavily com-
munication based [with the team] and between 
each start seeing how I feel.”

joel.sherman@nypost.com

Joel ShermanJoel Shermanoel Sherma

Unsolved mysteries of 
MLB’s trade deadline

AN A-PLUS: A’s 
reliever Mason Miller, 
walking off the 
mound after a 
scoreless fifth inning 
in Tuesday’s MLB All-
Star Game, is one of 
the key figures 
approaching the 
trade deadline. 
Miller’s 100-mph 
velocity and his 
prodigious strikeout 
numbers — plus five 
years of team control 
— make him an 
appealing asset. AP 
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By Mark W. Sanchez

ARLINGTON, Texas — Was 
there any doubt that Shohei Ohtani, 
star of stars, would make his mark 
on the All-Star Game?

It took only two at-bats for the 
Dodgers $700 million main attrac-
tion to barrel up a Tanner Houck 
splitter and send it 400 feet, deep 
into the right-field seats at Globe 
Life Park, for a three-run shot.

“In general I haven’t really hit 
well during the All-Star Game,” Oh-

tani, who entered play 1-for-4 with 
two walks and a strikeout in his 
first three Midsummer Classics, 
said through an interpreter. “I was 
just relieved that I 
put a ball in play.”

Ohtani’s fourth 
All-Star Game was 
his best. The No. 2 
hitter drew a walk in the first in-
ning before getting ahead, 2-0, in 
the third inning, when he saw a 
hanging Houck splitter.

“Just a good swing,” said Houck, 

the Red Sox starter.
“It was impressive to watch,” said 

Aaron Judge, who had the nice van-
tage point of watching from center 

field. “I wish it didn’t 
happen right there.”

Ohtani became the 
first Dodger to homer 
in the showcase event 

since Mike Piazza in 1996. Only two 
things went wrong for Ohtani on 
Tuesday: His National League side 
lost, 5-3, which might have cost him 
an MVP award, and he had the mis-

fortune of facing A’s closer Mason 
Miller in the fifth inning.

In Ohtani’s final at-bat, he 
watched two strikes go by — one at 
100.6 mph, another 101.8 mph — be-
fore swinging through a hard slider.

“Both his pitchers were ex-
tremely, very good pitches,” Ohtani 
said. “They were heavy.”

➤ The American League used 
nine pitchers, and Clay Holmes 
was not among them. Only Houck 
allowed a run, and each AL pitcher 

who was used completed his in-
ning. Holmes said he was going to 
enter if another pitcher needed 
help finishing off an inning.

“You always want to pitch, but I 
kind of knew coming in that I was 
going to clean up an inning,” 
Holmes said.

➤ Red Sox outfielder Jarren Du-
ran smacked a two-run, go-ahead 
home run in the fifth inning and 
was named the MVP.

The American League has won 10 

Ohtani becomes 1st Dodger since Piazza to go deep in ASG 

By Mark W. Sanchez

ARLINGTON, Texas — Juan 
Soto looked out for Aaron Judge 
on the field. Judge returned the 
favor off of it.

The traveling Yankees show, 
comprised of probably the best 
duo in baseball, was inseparable 
Tuesday, when the first-year 
teammates played and acted as if 
they have spent decades together 
in the same outfield.

Soto ensured Judge got an at-
bat he craved before Judge en-
sured Soto could dodge a ques-
tion he did not want to face about 
his future, the two complement-
ing each other well in an eventual 
5-3 American League victory in 
the All-Star Game at Globe Life 
Field.

All stars are not created equal. 
Shohei Ohtani, whose three-run 
home run in the third inning gave 
the National League an early lead, 
is in his own stratosphere. Paul 
Skenes, the rising star who has 
burst onto the scene at just 22, is 
growing in stature. Judge and 
Soto have been known as two of 
the best hitters in the game, in a 
class sparsely filled with maybe a 
handful, for much of their ca-
reers. The way they have gravi-
tated toward each other might be 
turning their solo acts into co-star 
performances.

“It was an unbelievable experi-
ence,” said Soto, who was starting 
his first All-Star Game — and 
first next to Judge. “It’s once in a 
[life]time that you get the chance 
to go [to the All-Star Game] for a 
first time with one of the best 
players in the league.”

Immediately, Judge needed 
Soto’s help, and immediately he 
got it.

Much of the talk leading into 
the night revolved around a 
matchup that was not assured: 
Skenes, a rookie flamethrower, 
would only pitch one inning, and 
Judge was hitting cleanup for the 
American League.

After two quick outs from 
Steven Kwan (a pop-out) and 
Gunnar Henderson (a tap-out), it 
was all up to Soto. A player who 

probably has the best batting eye 
in baseball faced a 2-2 count.

“Definitely after two strikes, I 
was trying to work the at-bat be-
cause I wanted to make sure he 
faced him, too,” said Soto, who 
fouled off a 100.1 mph fastball be-
fore taking two balls and a walk. 
He glanced back at Judge, who 
approached the plate. “Just 
looked at him and said: ‘Hey, 
come on, it’s all you.’ ”

Judge’s moment had arrived, 
but it was over just as soon. The 
Yankees captain saw a first-pitch, 
99.7 mph fastball and couldn’t lift 
it, grounding out to end the in-
ning.

The moment was not to be, but 
Soto provided the chance that 
Judge — and Skenes, who admit-
ted he wanted to face the Yankees 
home run king — wanted.

After watching out for his 

buddy, Soto watched out for his 
team. Down 3-0 after Ohtani’s 
blast in the top of the third, the 
American League turned to Soto 
in the bottom of the inning. Mar-
cus Semien and Kwan reached 
against Giants starter Logan 
Webb, setting the table for Soto’s 
ground shot into right-center that 
drove in two. Soto never stopped 
running and watched center 
fielder Teoscar Hernandez wait 
for the ball to reach him, enabling 
Soto to turn a single into a two-
run double. He then came around 
to score on David Fry’s single be-
fore the AL pulled ahead in the 
fifth on a two-run shot from Bos-
ton’s Jarren Duran.

The American League clung to 
the lead, and Judge and Soto 
clung to each other. They were 
both affixed with microphones 
for the FOX broadcast, then left 

the game 
together 
after four innings 
before conducting 
their interviews with me-
dia side by side.

They smiled. They laughed. 
They were asked if the two 
wanted to spend more than this 
one season together.

Soto, a free agent to-be whom 
Yankees owner Hal Steinbrenner 
already has said he wants to bring 
back on what likely will be a con-
tract worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars, looked down.

It was Judge’s turn to help his 
buddy out.

“Let’s just get through this 
year,” Judge interjected. “The 
main goal’s to win a champion-
ship. … We’ll focus on that, get to 
the rest later.”

msanchez@nypost.com

all-star
game notes

AL 5
NL 3

Boxscore
Page 42
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By Jon Heyman

The White Sox and Marlins are 
the most active sellers, and if they 
can get deals done quickly, before 
the list of sellers grows, it may 
benefit them.

The Marlins are dangling in-
fielder-outfielder Jazz Chisholm 
and are certain to trade All-Star 
closer Tanner Scott. They say the 
move of Chisholm back to second 
base from center field isn’t trade 
related, but two rumored teams 
with interest (Yankees and Mari-
ners) do need infielders.

Considering the White Sox’s 
current timeline, word is reliev-
er-turned-starter Garrett Cro-
chet and outfield star Luis Rob-
ert (the Mariners make sense for 
him, too) have a decent chance 
to be dealt. They seem even like-
lier to trade Erick Fedde and 
should certainly should find tak-
ers for Tommy Pham, Paul De-

Jong and Michael Kopech.
The Phillies and Royals are 

thought to have some interest in 
Pham as they search for an out-
fielder while the Mariners and Pi-
rates also seek bats.

Ringing endorsement for Jazz
Chisholm, who’s being consid-

ered by the Yankees, Mariners and 
others, is known for his flashy 
style. And he was a bit too outspo-
ken once, when he publicly ripped 
solid veteran Miguel Rojas.

But one ex-Marlins person en-
dorses him.

“Jazz is a good kid, he just needs 
direction,” the former Fish said. 
“He is a really good worker — first 
one to the park. All the antics is 
just a show. Deep down, he is 
humble.

“The New York fans would love 
him, he loves to interact with the 
crowd” the person continued. 
“Just your classic super talented 

kid who needs a little structure as 
he can wander off at times.”

The infield choices are growing 
thin. Luis Rengifo is out (and may 
not make it back as soon as 
hoped), and Jonathan India seems 
unlikely to be traded now as the 
surging Reds could be a buyer. …

The Mets continue to seek bull-
pen help, as they remain a buyer 
for now.

That means Pete Alonso appears 
to be staying. …

Prices are high for relievers as 
the oft-injured Hunter Harvey 
brought back the Royals’ No. 2 
prospect plus pick No. 39 in the 
draft. …

Good for Kansas City going for 
it, though. They seek a corner out-
field bat, too …

Friends say Texas product Noah 
Syndergaard plans to revamp 
things, lose 25 or so pounds and 
aim for a comeback next year.

Don’t count Thor out.

Chisox, Fish actively selling early

ARLINGTON, Texas — The 
Yankees are right to be uber 
cautious about trading multi-

talented center fielder Spencer 
Jones. 

As the deadline approaches, 
Jones remains the key guy other 
teams seek in trade. However, the 
Yankees should keep Jones unless 
they can somehow pry away one 
particular All-Star — and that All-
Star is very likely to stay where he 
is.

In what would be a major dead-
line coup, if the Yankees can land 
Cy Young favorite Tarik Skubal of 
the Tigers for a package including 
Jones, go for it.

But if it’s either of three other 
outstanding All-Star pitchers — 
White Sox starter Garrett Crochet, 
A’s reliever Mason Miller or Mar-
lins reliever Tanner Scott — as 
good as they are, the Yankees 
should probably pass.

The Yankees declined to part 
last spring with Jones for star 
White Sox starter Dylan Cease, 
and even Juan Soto, who eventu-
ally came for quite a haul. So that’ll 
give you an idea of what they think 
of him.

The Yankees are more focused 
on the bullpen, and that’s no sur-
prise. But if they can land Skubal, 
no prospect should be untoucha-
ble. He’s that good.

But while there have been trade 
rumors regarding the left-handed 
Skubal (who leads MLB starters 
with a 4.5 WAR and 2.41 ERA), it 
seems like a major long shot that 
the improving Tigers would part 

with him two-plus years before 
free agency. “No way,” surmises 
one involved person. (Of course, 
stranger things have happened at 
the trade deadline.)

For his part, Skubal suggested he 
wouldn’t mind staying. 

“I try not to think about it too 
much,” Skubal said about a poten-
tial trade. “I love playing for the 
Tigers.”

Meantime, the hard-throwing 
Crochet, who’s been linked 
to the Dodgers, Padres and 
Orioles, as well as the Yan-
kees, has a good chance to be 
dealt, the 103-.7-mph-
throwing Miller with 
five years of control 
left has an outside 
chance to be 
dealt (better 
chance than Skubal) and 
Scott is all but gone. 
They are all terrific, but 
they aren’t Skubal.

Crochet is amazing in 
his own way. His previ-
ous innings high was 54 
¹/₃ and he’s on pace for 
about 200 now (when I men-
tioned that to him, he corrected 
me, pointing out the jump is even 
greater since he threw just 12 ²/₃ 
innings last year). And yet, Cro-

chet, who leads MLB with 150 
strikeouts, said, “Who’s to say we 
should limit the innings?”

Miller’s about the most domi-
nant closer going, isn’t a free agent 
until after 2029 and would allow 
the Yankees to move their All-Star 
closer Clay Holmes into a set-up 
role. Same goes for Scott, a rental 
sure to go. However, it’s unwise to 
surrender a big-time prospect for 
a reliever, even a great one.

The most obvious reason to hold 
onto Jones, 23, is his extraordinary 
talent. Yes, the 37.1 percent strike-
out rate is a concern, but recall 
that the great Aaron Judge had a 
44 percent strikeout rate his first 
(partial) year in the bigs before be-

coming the game’s best posi-
tion player.

Jones has exceptional 
power (although of 
course no one can match 

Judge there) and he’s 
among the very fast-
est players in base-
ball. So the skill 
set is enviable.

That’s the big-
gest reason to 

hold onto Jones, of 
course. But the other 
one is that superstar 
right fielder Juan Soto 
and starting left fielder 
Alex Verdugo are free 
agents, and there’s no 
guarantee free agents 
return — no matter 
how much they like 
playing in pinstripes.

jheyman@nypost.com

Yanks shouldn’t deal Jones 
... unless it’s for Tigers ace

Jon HeymanJon Heyman

of the past 11 All-Star Games.

➤ Former Met and current Royal 
Seth Lugo put two runners on with 
one out in the seventh inning, but 
then struck out Colorado’s Ryan 
McMahon and induced a ground 
out from Atlanta’s Marcell Ozuna.

➤ Pete Alonso got one at-bat as a 
pinch-hitter in the ninth and struck 
out against Cleveland’s Emmanuel 
Clase. Before the game, Alonso — 
the only Mets All-Star — said he 

wished he had company.
“I would’ve loved to have them,” 

Alonso said of Francisco Lindor 
and Brandon Nimmo. “I wish they 
were here for sure.”

Lindor, who got off to a slow start 
this season that might have cost 
him, has yet to make an All-Star 
Game in his four seasons in Queens.

Nimmo has been among the bet-
ter players in baseball since 2017, but 
has not yet made an All-Star team, 
saying this year that he is “just not 
winning the popularity contest.”

with 400-foot home run

pair force: Juan 
Soto (left) talks to 
teammate Aaron Judge  
after the Yankees 
captain grounded out 
against rookie phenom 
Paul Skenes in the first 
inning of the American 
League’s 5-3 win over 
the National League in 
Tuesday’s All-Star 
Game. AP
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show—Bradley and Gal-
lagher confirmed their bro-
mance is stronger than ever. 
“Every single day since the 
day we met, we’ve been in 
contact,” said Bradley. 
“We’re having, like, four- or 
five-hour phone calls every 
day,” added Gallagher.. The 
men’s banter was on full dis-
play during a recent episode 

of “Watch What Happens 
Live.” Host Andy Cohen was 
clearly taken with the dy-
namic duo. “What a legend 
he is, eh?” marveled Bradley. 
“Those conversations flew.”

Bradley and Gallagher 
hopped on Zoom to talk to 
DECIDER about  love trian-
gles, why strawberries are 
the sexiest fruit, and more.

Joe, is this Ellie-Bri situ-
ation the first love trian-
gle you have ever been 
part of in your yachting 
career?

JB: Listen, girl, no, I’m 
sorry, but I’m very forward 
with my intentions.

NG: Very open.
JB: Yeah, I’m an open 

book. If talking to couple 
girls is going to hurt some-
one on a personal level, then 

I would stop. But what am I 
doing? Just having a flirt. 

NG: You’re not looking for 
a girlfriend.

 Why would you force 
yourself to stay with a 
person you didn’t gel with 
because you’re doing a 
charter season together? 
Wouldn’t you explore dif-
ferent options?

JB: That’s why it’s called 
dating. How can I choose a 
woman within a six to eight-
day period? It’s unrealistic. I 
don’t even know me mom 
[laughs]. I’m living a normal 
life. Every single day is a new 
day for me.

Why is a strawberry the 
sexiest fruit?

NG: Because it’s nice, sub-
tle…

JB: Juicy.

NG: Easy on the eye. You 
bite it into it and it gives you 
a lovely flavor.

What is your go-to kar-
aoke song?

JB: Oh, I’d say “Crazy” [by 
Gnarls Barkley]. 

What about you, Nat-
han?

NG: I reckon a little One 
Direction, you know?

JB: Louis!
NG: “Night Changes.”
JB: What a cue. We’re 

grown men. We love One Di-
rection. There’s no problem 
with that, is there?

NG: None at all!
This interview has been 

condensed for space. Visit de-
cider.com/bdmed to read the 
complete piece.

“Below Deck Med” airs 
Mondays nights at 9/8c.

Joe 
Bradley (left) 
and Nathan 

Gallagher (right) are 
making waves on this 
season of ‘Below Deck 
Mediterranean’ ... and 

beyond

Spy 
games

“Queen & Slim” star 
Jodie Turner-Smith 
has joined the cast of 
the upcoming series 

“The Agency.” She will 
star alongside Michael 
Fassbender in the spy 

thriller, which will 
eventually air on 

Paramount+.

          TV Wednesday
Hungry for More The travel series “Somebody 
Feed Phil” has been renewed for an eighth season by Netflix, making it 
one of the longest running unscripted series by the streamer. The 
show follows “Everybody Loves Raymond” creator Phil Rosenthal 
(directional) as he eats in various countries around the world.

We Come in Peace
A single camera workplace comedy called 
“Area 51,” which will follow the humans 
and aliens that work in this location, is 
being developed at CBS. The series is 

being made by “God Friended Me” 
creators Stevn Lilien and Bryan 

Wynbrandt and “The Neighborhood” 
writer/producer Laura Moran.

Case 
dismissed

Oscar winner 
Halle Berry 

(directional) is no 
longer attached to star 

in Ryan Murphy’s 
legal drama “All’s Fair” 
due to a “scheduling 
conflict.” The actress 
was set to be a lead 

in the Hulu series 
alongside Kim 

Kardashian and 
Glenn Close.

By karen kemmerle

B
elow Deck Medi-
terranean” is sailing 
through its ninth 
season on Bravo 
with no signs of 
slowing down! 

While fans have loved to 
watch the crew of the Must-
ique fall in line under the 
guidance of Captain Sandy 
Yawn and Chief Stew Aesha 
Scott, another power duo has 
emerged: deck hands Joe 
Bradley and Nathan Gal-
lagher. The connection be-
tween the Liverpudlian and 
Irishman was instantaneous. 
They immediately bonded 
because of their similar per-
sonalities, their charm with 
the ladies, and—most impor-
tantly—their efficiency in 
performing their on-deck 
duties.

While Gallagher had eyes 
only for fellow deck hand, 
Gael Cameron, Bradley 
quickly found himself caught 
in the middle of stews Elena 
“Elle” Dubiach and Bri 
Muller. Bradley, who made it 
very clear to both women 
that he “was not looking for a 
girlfriend,” doesn’t agree 
with the minority of viewers 
who think he should imme-
diately pick just one woman 
to pursue. “What am I doing? 
Just having a flirt,” said Brad-
ley. “Am I doing anything 
wrong at the young age of 27 
and exploring?” According to 
Gallagher (and most view-
ers), Bradley is doing exactly 
what he’s supposed to do 
during a charter season. 
“He’s dating on the yacht,” 
reasoned Gallagher.

When asked if the two 
have kept in touch after “Be-
low Deck Med”—which both 
men admitted to being fans 
of before going on the 

double deckers
‘Below Deck’ stars Joe Bradley and Nathan Gallagher 

discuss their Bravo bromance for the ages



N
ew

 Y
ork P

ost, W
ed

nesd
ay, July 17, 2024

nyp
ost.com

59Wednesday July 17, 2024
Evening SP C F 6:30pm 7:00pm 7:30pm 8:00pm 8:30pm 9:00pm 9:30pm 10:00pm 10:30pm 11:00pm 11:30pm
2 WCBS 2 2 2 CBS News

Norah
Inside Edition Entertainment

Tonight
ThePrice IsRightatNight:
Mothers-in-Law(R)

Big Brother Republican Convention CBS2Newsat
11PM

(11:35) Late
Show

4 WNBC 4 4 4 NBCNightly
News

News4New
Yorkat 7

Access
Hollywood

ChicagoMed: Get ByWith a
Little Help (R)

Decision 2024: Republican Convention News4New
Yorkat 11

(11:35)Tonight
Show

5 WNYW 5 5 5 Family Feud
(R)

Extra (R) TMZ (R) MasterChef: LAFC Field
Challenge

(9:02)GordonRamsay’s Food
Stars:Breakfast

The 10 O’Clock News Family Feud
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

7 WABC 7 7 7 ABCWorld
News

Jeopardy! (R) Wheel of
Fortune (R)

WhoWants toBea
Millionaire?: In theHotSeat

Claim To Fame: Double The
Trouble

The Republican National
Convention - Your

News (11:35)Kimmel
Live

9 WWOR 9 9 9 Dish Nation
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

Dateline: The Devil in
Disguise

Dateline: A Place in the
Sand

Family Feud
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

TMZ Live

11 WPIX 11 11 11 PIX11 Evening
News

Sports
Nightly

TheBigBang
Theory

Police 24/7: On the Run (R) Wild Cards: Dead of Night
(R)

PIX11 News at Ten Seinfeld:
Conversion

Seinfeld:
Bookstore

13 WNET 13 13 13 BBCNews
America

The PBS News Hour 2024 RNC Convention Coverage: Night 3 Amanpour and Company

21 WLIW 21 21 21 (6:00) News Antiques Roadshow (R) Finding Your Roots: Secret Lives (R) Olympic Lincoln ShowMe BBC News
25 WNYE 25 22 25 Report 92Y on NYCLife Secrets NY New York Neighbor Eat Harlem $9.99 Story in Speakeasy
31 WPXN 31 3 531 Blue: Blues Blue Bloods: Past Tense Blue Bloods: Two-Faced Blue Bloods: Rectify Blue Bloods Blue Bloods: Bedfellows
41 WXTV 41 6 41 Noticiero La rosa de Guadalupe Golpe de suerte Marea de pasiones El amor no tiene receta Noticias Noticiero
47 WNJU 47 16 12 Noticias Top Chef VIP: Part 1 (7:58) Top Chef VIP: Part 2 El Conde: Amor y honor Noticiero Noticias
55 WLNY 55 10 10 Queens Man Man News 8pm 48 Hours Judge Judy Judge Judy Neighbor. Neighbor.
A&E 46 46 181 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Arrest Arrest Court Cam Court Cam
AMC 54 43 231 (5:30) My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Cast Away (2000, Drama) Tom Hanks. PG-13aaac Man on Fire (2004) Raaac

BET 37 54 270Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Tyler Perry’s Sistas Tyler Perry’s Sistas (R) Martin Martin
BBCAM 71 101 189 Bones Bones: Mastodon Room Bones: Couple in Cave Bones: Meathead Bones: Body and Bounty Bones: BonesWeren’t
BRAVO 18 44 185 Listing LA Mil. Listing LA: Indecent Mil. Listing LA (R) Million Dollar Listing LA WatchWhat Mil. Listing LA (R) Officeaaac

CNBC 15 24 102Money Last Call Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank
CNN 78 25 100 Situation Erin Burnett OutFront CNN Republican National Convention: Night 3
COM 45 50 190 South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park: Black Friday (R) Mike Judge Mike Judge Daily Show Mike Judge
DIS 49 31 250Big City (R) Big City (R) Big City (R) Descendants 2: Emojified (2017) NR Hailey’s (R) Hailey’s (R) Jessie Jessie
DSC 66 27 120 ExpUnknwn Expedition Unknown (R) Expedition Unknown (R) Expedition Unknown Alien: Fact: Abduction Exp. Unknown: The Lost
E! 24 51 196 Family 13 Going on 30 (2004, Comedy) Jennifer Garner.aac 13 Going on 30 (2004, Comedy) Jennifer Garner.aac E! News E! Story (R)
ESPN 28 36 70 Sports Live. Countdown WNBA Basketball: Indiana Fever at DallasWings from College Park Center. Live. NBA Live.
ESPN2 29 35 74 NBA Live. SC Featured SEC Now In the Arena: Ep. 1 The Ultimate The Ultimate
FBN 43 106 117 Bottom Democracy 2024: Republican National Convention Speeches 2024: Rep. Nat’l Conv. Rep. Nat’l Con. (R)
FNC 44 26 118 Spc. Rpt. The Ingraham Angle JesseWatters Primetime Hannity Fox News RNC Gutfeld!
FOOD 50 97 164 Grocery (R) Guy’s Grocery Games (R) Guy’s Grocery Games (R) Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games (R) Guy’s Grocery Games (R)
FREFRM 38 49 199 The Lion King (1994, Family) James Earl Jones.aaac The Lion King II: Simba’s Pride (1998) Gaac Royal Rule The 700 Club (R)
FS1 400 99 83 The Herd Gold Cup UEFA Euro 2024 Replay. MLS Soccer: Nashville SC at Orlando City SC. Live. MLS Soccer Live.
FX 10 40 53 Rogue One Solo: A StarWars Story (2018, Science Fiction) Alden Ehrenreich. PG-13aaa TheMummy (1999, Adventure) Brendan Fraser.aaa

HALL 191 240Godwink Pride, Prejudice, andMistletoe (2018) Lacey Chabert. A Merry Scottish Christmas (2023) Lacey Chabert. ChristmasMade to Order
HGTV 64 98 165 Love It (R) Hunters (R) Hunters (R) Hunters (R) Hunters (R) Backed by the Bros Hunters Hunters (R) Hunters (R) Hunters (R)
HIST 40 47 128 (6:00) Pawn Pawn Stars: A Surreally Pawn Stars (R) Pawn Stars: Zigging (10:03) Pawn Stars (11:05) Pawn Stars (R)
ID 23 171 123 Murder (R) In Heartland (R) Lt. Joe Kenda (R) Detective with Lt. Kenda Fear Thy Neighbor Fear Thy Neighbor (R)
LIFE 62 45 140 Castle Castle: Countdown Castle: One Life to Lose Castle: Law andMurder Castle: Slice of Death Castle: The Dead Pool
MeTV 33 33 3 M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Andy Andy Hllbillies Acres Hogan Hogan Burnett P. Mason
MSG 27 87 78 The Bettor The Juice The Bettor NBA Basketball MSG Shorts MSG Shorts Club 30: Eli Manning
MSG Plus 48 88 80 (2:00) FanDuel Racing Live. NHL Hockey Replay. Poker Poker
MSNBC 14 23 103 Ari Melber The ReidOut Republican National Convention: 2024 Republican National Convention - Day 3
MTV 20 53 210 Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous
NATGEO 65 162 121 Shark Kill Shark Side Moon (R) Sky Sharks (R) Shark Attack 360 Shark Attack 360 When Sharks Attack (R)
NICK 6 121 252 The Boss Baby: Family Business (2021, Adventure) Alec Baldwin. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
OWN 173 180 145 Dr. Phil Dr. Phil: Romancing Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It
PARMT 36 56 54 Men Men Men My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Joe Pesci. Raaa My Cousin Vinny (1992) R
SNY 26 60 77 Mets Classics: LFGM Amazin’ Gary, Keith & Ron 18 Sports Live. Sports Live.
SYFY 17 48 180 (6:00) Men in Black II (2002, Action)aa Men in Black III (2012, Science Fiction) Will Smith. The Ark: Fail Experiment The Fifth Element (1997)
TBS 8 39 52 Bang Bang Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite Family Family Family Family
TCM 82 41 230 (6:00) A Thunder of Drums (1961)aac Boxcar Bertha (1972) Barbara Hershey. (9:45) Targets (1968, Thriller) Boris Karloff. NRaaa Dementia
TLC 52 28 139 Dr. Pimple Dr. Pimple Popper (R) My 600-lb Life: James B’s Journey (R) My 600-lb Life: Lucas’ Journey (R)
TNT 3 37 51 Supernat. Supernatural Miss Congeniality (2000, Comedy) Sandra Bullock. Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous (2005)aa

TVLAND 85 34 241 Andy Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. (9:20) Loves Raymond Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Queens Queens
USA 16 38 50 SVU: Flight Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU
VH1 19 52 217 Dating Nkd Dating Naked (R) Dating Naked: Arrivals (R) Dating Naked: Stripped Dating Naked (R) Dating Naked (R)
WE 59 42 149 (6:00) NCIS NCIS: Marine Down NCIS: Left for Dead NCIS: Eye Spy NCIS: My Other Left Foot NCIS: One Shot, One Kill
YES 53 89 76 Major League Cricket: Washington Freedom vs. MI New York Replay. CenterStage Homegrown Homegrown
HBO 511 301 400 (6:41) A Star Is Born (2018, Drama) Bradley Cooper, Lady Gaga. R WildWild Space (2024) Chris Kemp. NY Giants (11:15) Of the Dragon (R)
MAX 531 371 420xXx: State of the Union (2005) Ice Cube. I, Frankenstein (2014) Aaron Eckhart.aa (9:33) Life After Beth (2014, Comedy) R Vampire’s Assistantaac

MGM Plus 595 395 Emperor Hotel Cocaine (R) IF (2024, Comedy) Ryan Reynolds.aaa (9:45) Daddy’s Home (2015, Comedy)Will Ferrell.aaa She’s That
PARSHO 551 321 365 Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) R Die Hard with a Vengeance (1995) BruceWillis. Raaa Live Free or Die Hard (2007, Thriller) BruceWillis.aaa

Movies Sports NewSP = Spectrum, C = Cablevision, F = FiOSBest Bets
What’s on Tonight

Terminator 2: Judgment Day: 
Day: 5:40 p.m. on PARSHO. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Linda Hamilton. A cyborg, 
must  protect a kid from a 
more powerful cyborg.

sci-fi

Man on Fire: 11 p.m. on 
AMC. Denzel Washington, 
Dakota Fanning. An agent 
is recruited by a  couple  to 
help protect their little girl 
from kidnappers.

drama

The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon: 11:35 p.m. on 
WNBC 4. Actress Kerry 
Washington; actor Anthony 
Ramos; musical guest 
Clairo.

comedy

NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER

SUMMER SALE

NYPost.com/JoinUs
or call 1-800-552-7678 code: JoinUs

Offer valid for households that have not had home delivery in the past 60 days. At the end of the introductory
period, your subscription will automatically renew at the then prevailing rate for your service area unless we
terminate your subscription or until you cancel your subscription. Sales tax may apply. You must be 18 years
or older and have a valid address in the promotional area, on an active delivery route. Offer expires 9/30/24.

A hot deal that won’t break the bank.AWEEK
FOR
12WEEKS1$



I COULDN’TI COULDN’T
SAY NOSAY NO
‘‘‘ ’

‘‘
Isaiah Hartenstein, who signed
a three-year, $87 million deal
to jump from the Knicks to the
Thunder, says he would have
taken a discount to stay with

the Knicks, but when
Oklahoma City offered him

life-changing money — and a
chance to win a title — he

couldn’t say no. PAGES 52-53

STEFAN BONDY EXCLUSIVE

YANKEES’ STARS ALIGNEDYANKEES’ STARS ALIGNED
N.Y.Postphoto

illustration
N.Y.Postphoto

illustration
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®TheBest ownSports
SOTO, JUDGE SAVOR FIRST ASG AS TEAMMATES — ON AND OFF THE FIELD / P. 56-57SOTO, JUDGE SAVOR FIRST ASG AS TEAMMATES — ON AND OFF THE FIELD / P. 56-57

Hartenstein says heHartenstein says he
wanted to stay withwanted to stay with
Knicks, but OKC offerKnicks, but OKC offer
too good to pass uptoo good to pass up
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