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Security
failures
at rally
under
review

The FBI is looking at
the communications
between local police
and Secret Service.

By NATHAN SOLIS,
RI1CHARD WINTON,
NoaH GOLDBERG
AND SUMMER LIN

BUTLER, Pa. — A series
of serious security failures
led to a gunman being able
to fire multiple shots at
former President Trump,
killing a retired fire chief and
wounding two other people
at acampaignrallyin Butler.

Although armed security
personnel responded swift-
ly, rushing abloodied Trump
offthe stage after Saturday’s
assassination attempt,
questions about security
flaws are mounting.

Among the issues that
have been exposed:

m How the gunman was
able to gain access to the
roof of a nearby building and
why authorities were not
able to stop him before he
opened fire: The building
was meant to be covered by
local law enforcement be-
causeitwasnotintheimme-
diate vicinity of the venue,
according to law enforce-
ment sources not author-
ized to speak publicly about
the investigation. But the
gunman was able to get to
the roof and was visible for
some time.

m When authorities
learned of the threat: Videos
show that some in the crowd
noticed the gunman and
tried to get the attention of
law enforcement more than
a minute before he fired at
Trump. Local police say an
officer got onto the roof just
before the shooting but had
to retreat because the gun-
man moved to shoot at him.

m Whether Secret Service
sharpshooters could have
fired on the gunman before
helaunched his attack. Vide-

[See Security, A6]
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JOYFUL AT GOP CONVENTION

Nebraska delegates dance to a happy tune at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on
Tuesday, buoyed by the appearance of nominee and former President Trump the night before.

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

"Town of assassination attempt
orapples with infamy and grief

Although it’s in swing state Pennsylvania, Butler is MAGA red’

BY SUMMER LIN
AND NoAH GOLDBERG

BUTLER, Pa. — About 15 min-
utes before former President Trump
took the stage for his Saturday rally
in Butler, he shook hands with Jon-
david Longo, the mayor of nearby
Slippery Rock.

“Youdid agreatjob,” Trump said.
He had watched Longo’s pre-rally
speech from a livestream while
aboard Trump Force One, his Boe-
ing 757. “I listened to every word.
Keep that up. How’s it going out
there?”

“Mr. President, Butler County is
going to deliver Pennsylvania to
you,” Longo replied. “We’re working
hard.”

Later, Longo was sitting about 15
feet from Trump’s lectern when he
recognized the crack of gunfire from

[See Butler, A9]

Son rises over California

Golden State delegates talk politics with Eric
Trump at the GOP convention. NATION, A4

NoaAH GOLDBERG Los Angeles Times

LORI SARVER bought half a dozen T-shirts at a roadside store
selling Trump merchandise in Butler County, Pa., on Monday.

‘Cholo nerd’s’ take on ‘hillbilly’

J.D. Vance is really a convenenciero, person with no
principles, Gustavo Arellano writes. CALIFORNIA, Bi

Summer fees rise, parents priced out

Busy families scramble for seasonal child care — often at a high cost

By KATE SEQUEIRA
AND JENNY GOLD

Kristen Dang’s tenuously
planned child-care schedule
is in full summer swing — a
costly, worry-inducing logis-
tical feat that has tested her
maternal prowess. And she
considers herself among the
fortunate.

She nabbed a coveted six
weeks of camp for her soon-
to-be 9-year-old son, Brady,
at the Reseda Recreation
Center. In March, Dang’s
husband waited three hours
in line to secure an $80-a-
week spot in the L.A. De-
partment of Parks and Rec-
reation program.

The two weeks they were
shut out at the park will be
filled with surf and baseball
camps, but those take up
only part of the workday and
cost a stinging $900 total.
Pick-up and drop-off sched-
ules vary day by day as the
parents juggle work sched-
ules.

Come August, Dang
must fill two empty weeks.
Grandma will step in for one.
Then Dang likely will take
Brady to work with her at a
private school’s IT depart-

[See Summer, A12]
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Trump
newsfest
eases

scrutiny
of Biden

Push for president to
quit lets up amid GOP
focus on shooting, J.D.
Vance, ‘Ka-MAL-a’

By NOAH BIERMAN

WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans have been featur-
ing Vice President Kamala
Harris prominently in their
attacks on the Biden admin-
istration at this week’s con-
vention in Milwaukee — a
sign that they believe Presi-
dent Biden could still step
aside and elevate her to the
top of the ticket.

But the movement
among Democrats to per-
suade Biden to drop out of
the race has gone quiet, in
large part due to the extra
attention on former Presi-
dent Trump in the after-
math of Saturday’s attempt
on his life.

“You're not hearing any-
thing,” Mary Anne Marsh, a
Democratic strategist, said
of developments on Biden.
“That tells you everything.”

Democrats who believe
that Biden, 81, may be too
weak politically to defeat
Trump, or that he may not
be able to complete a second
term, remain active behind
the scenes. But the shift in
public momentum that
some expected to emerge
this Sunday and Monday
was waylaid by the assassi-
nation attempt — which
caused a pause in political
activity — and Monday’s an-
nouncement that Ohio Sen.
J.D. Vance would be
Trump’s running mate cre-
ating another distraction
that kept public focus on
Trump.

The timing is crucial be-
cause Biden is trying to run
out the clock to make it
harder for another nominee
to take his place. Democrats
appeartobe moving forward
with a plan to formally re-
nominate the president by

[See Biden, A7]

X, SpaceX to move
to Texas, Musk says

5 =il e
DANIA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times

MANY schools are using funding from a $4-billion state program for summer
programs, but some still have hundreds of students on their wait lists.

Billionaire cites street
crime, transgender
school law in decision
to relocate companies.

By LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

Elon Musk said Tuesday
on X that he is moving the
headquarters of both
SpaceX and the social me-
dia platform  formerly
known as Twitter to Texas —

citing several criticisms he
has of California and doing

business in San Francisco.
Pointing to a new state
law that bans teachers from
telling families about stu-
dent gender identity
changes, Musk tweeted that
he is moving the head-
quarters of SpaceX from
Hawthorne to the compa-
ny’slaunch test sitein Texas.
The move would be a
blow to Southern California,
where SpaceX has helped to
anchor a burgeoning space
[See Musk, A5]

PROTECTING STUDENTS: Newsom signs a bill
shielding gender identity information. CALIFORNIA, B1

Jury convicts
Sen. Menendez
The New Jersey Demo-
crat is found guilty of
accepting bribes of gold
and cash. NATION, A4

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 85/65. B6

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

Nicole Kidman
on Kubrick opus

Actor offers inside look
at making of “Eyes Wide
Shut,” his last film.
ENTERTAINMENT, E1
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PERSPECTIVES

What does Vance’s crowning mean for MAGA?

Our takes on Trump’s
pick and GOP’s calm
if confusing messages
at convention opener.

MARK Z. BARABAK
ANITA CHABRIA

REPORTING FROM MILWAUKEE

Donald
Trump got a
new partner.

Joe Biden
got dragged
asold and
senile.

Republi-
candele-
gates —and
those watch-
ingonTV —
got an earful
about the
high price of
gasoline and
groceries,
and a chance
toseeacon-
spicuously bandaged
Trump arrive to trium-
phantly claim the GOP
nomination.

The Republican Na-
tional Convention clocked
its opening day in Cream
City, the most unfortunate
metropolitan nickname in
America. (Sorry Milwau-
kee, you're better than
that.)

Times columnists Anita
Chabria and Mark Z. Bara-
bak tookit all in. Together,
theyreview Day1and as-
sess Trump’s selection of
Ohio’s Sen. J.D. Vance as his
running mate, a bold tonso-
rial move ending a decades-
long dearth of facial hair on
apresidential ticket.
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Chabria: So J.D. Vance,
author of “Hillbilly Elegy”
and a guy who once upon a
time — like in 2016 — likened
Trump to Hitler, is now
crowned prince of a hoped-
for Trump dynasty. What
do you make of that, Mark?

Barabak: You would have
to be a churlnot to respect
and admire Vance’s career
path, which, to use a phrase
oft-heard Monday might,
truly embodies the Ameri-
candream.

His rise from an impov-
erished, dysfunctional
upbringing in hard-luck
Appalachiato Yale Law
School and the U.S. Senate
is truly the stuff of political
myth-making.

Less admirableis
Vance’s elasticity and seem-
ing total lack of any deep-
seated, immovable princi-
ples. In addition to the
well-chronicled “Hitler” jab,
he has also used a whole
glossary of words like “idi-
ot” to describe the former
president, called himself “a
never-Trump guy” and said
he “neverliked” the Repub-
licanleader.

Welp, never mind all of
that.

JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

J.D. VANCE, a rags-to-riches friend of billionaires and never-Trumper-turned-heir-apparent, joins the for-
mer president on the opening night of the 2024 Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday.

It’s hard to see Vance
bringing much to the ticket
in terms of broadening its
political appeal. The rural
and white working-class
voters who may appreciate
and see some of themselves
in Vance were already going
to vote for Trump. Twice, if
they could.

It seems like Vance’s
strongest attribute — apart
from the backing of billion-
aire uber-troll Elon Musk,
who pushed for his selection
and now promises to pour
obscene amounts of money
into a pro-Trump super
PAC —is his more recent
sycophancy.

At a2022 campaign
event, when Vance was
running for Senate, Trump
showed up and taunted him
for “kissing [his] ass”ina
desperate bid for his sup-
port. Vance chuckled right
along.

Of course, look where he
is now. So maybe Vance gets
thelast laugh.

Why do you think Trump
chose him?

Chabria: I agree with all
that, but I see something
darker in Vance — and
something distinctly Cali-
fornian, but not in a good
way.

Asyou pointed out, he
has Silicon Valley ties (he
worked there as a venture
capitalist), not just to Musk
but also to billionaire David
Sacks, who has become
such a Trump fanboy that
he spoke Monday night at
the convention. And then
there’s Peter Thiel, who
gave Vance $10 million for
his Senaterace andisa
longtime Trumper.

These men have world-
views that seem light on
democracy and heavy on
their own interests.

To me, Vance represents
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not only a possible Trump
dynasty, but a pathway to
power for this “rich are
meant torule” ethos.

Ithink we’re about to
hear alot about the joys of
cryptocurrency, deregula-
tion and how abandoning
Ukraine is good foreign
policy.

And yet, we are still
fussing about whether
President Biden is too old
to protect democracy. What
are your thoughts on that?

Barabak: Biden’s age
wasn’t amajor theme ofthe
night’s programming, but
when it did come up it
wasn’t the least bit subtle.

Avideo montage
claimed the 8l-year-old
chief executive has trouble
walking down stairs and
dressing himself. A freeze
frame of a frozen-faced
Biden — taken from his
wretched debate perform-
ance —loomed from the big
screen in the convention
halllike a geriatric gargoyle.

In scathing remarks,
billionaire Sacks called the
president “sleepy and se-
nile” and a puppet manipu-
lated by a deceitful White
House staff —which has
continuously gaslighted the
country by hiding his failing
condition.

America needs someone
strong, Sacks said mock-
ingly, in case a crisis arises
after 8 p.m. —the time
Biden suggested he needs
to turn in at night to pre-
serve his stamina.

Iknow we’ve been
around and around on this,
Anita, but I think that just
underscores why Demo-
crats need to replace Biden
atop the ticket as his path
toreelection increasingly
narrows.

Unlike the many false
claims made Monday —

such as the state ofthe
economy under Trump vs.
current conditions — the
attacks on Biden’s age are
grounded in things he said
ordid, like doddering his
way through that calami-
tous debate.

But enough on that.
What else caught your at-
tention on the first day?

Chabria: I've got more
convention thoughts, but
the most interesting person
I spoke with yesterday was
my Pakistani cabdriver.

He’s voting Trump, but
not because he likes him. He
thinks Trump is racist — so
anti-immigrant that mem-
bers of his family scrambled
for citizenship last time
Trump was elected because
they were afraid of being
deported.

But this middle-aged,
working-class immigrant is
terrified by rising prices,
especially for housing. So
he’s hoping Trump can
lower inflation.

The point is that the
economy is playing an out-
sized role in this election,
and is far more important to
average voters than Biden’s
age.

Rep. Lou Correa (D-
Santa Ana) has argued that
80isthenew 60.I'd argue
that lower rents are the new
60 when it comes to Biden.

But back inside the big
tent, what struck me last
night was the abundance of
speeches about God and
grievances.

Christian nationalism —
theideathat government
and Christianity should
have little daylight between
them — is front and center.

There were tons of men-
tions of how God saved
Trump from an assassin’s
bullet. South Carolina’s
Sen. Tim Scott, describing

the aftermath of Saturday’s
shooting, used the Chris-
tian symbol of Jesus as a
lion to describe the former
president:

“An American lion got
back up on his feet and he
roared,” Scott said. “Oh
yeah, heroared.”

What did you think of the
messaging, Mark?

Barabak: The dial-it-down
edict following the attempt
on Trump’s life sort of
worked. Two of the GOP’s
wackier, fire-spitting per-
sonalities — you know, the
kind convention planners
needed to keep on eye on —
delivered relatively tame
speeches.

Yes, Marjorie Taylor
“Jewish Space Lasers”
Greene leaned into the
culture wars with an anti-
trans tirade. But most of
her remarks were pretty
much in line with GOP
orthodoxy on the border,
with lots of godly invoca-
tions.

North Carolina guberna-
torial nominee Mark “Was
9/11 an Inside Job?” Rob-
inson talked of his hard-
scrabble upbringingina
family shadowed by domes-
tic abuse, and the effects of
foreign trade deals on U.S.
workers — steering clear of
his usual gun-fetishizing
and anti-LGBTQ rants.

Sen. Ron Johnson of
Wisconsin seemingly
missed the memo, and
delivered remarks that
described Democrats as “a
clear and present” danger
— then afterward blamed
the nameless, faceless
person operating the
prompter, saying they’d
loaded the wrong speech.

In fairness, it’s hard to
pivot on such short notice,
as evidenced by South
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem.

(Note: No dogs or other
animals were harmed in the
preparation of her speech.)
She urged Republicans to
“keep fighting— keep unit-
ing!”

Which does seem a bit of
acontradiction, no?

Chabria: There’s definitely
a push-pull going on with
this new mandate to come
across as softer, gentler and
more inclusive. Of course,
the Republican platform
hasn’t changed to reflect
that, and is still chock-full of
policies meant to curtail
civilrights and dismantle
safety nets.

But I think we were both
struck by the inclusion of
Teamsters President Sean
O’Brien as a speaker. Team-
sters, and unions in general,
support Democrats. O’Bri-
en had argued for months
that he doesn’t care which
partyisin power, aslong as
hisunion has a seat at the
table.

This, asyou canimagine,
has caused controversy for
many in his 1.3 million-
strong union, and has an-
gered others in organized
labor. It was Biden and his
fellow Democrats who
voted to save the Team-
sters’ pensionsin the
American Rescue Plan,
which not a single Republi-
can supported.

O’Brien gave a pro-labor
speech to alargely confused
audience, at one point
yelling out, “Never forget,
American workers own this
nation” — which I am pretty
sure Musk, Sacks, Thiel
and Trump would disagree
with.

What did you think of
O’Brien?

Barabak: I, too, was taken
with his appearance —ina
coveted prime-time spot, no
less.

Not because it was the
first time the head ofthat
beefy union had addressed
a Republican convention. It
was that message you refer-
enced: a fiery, fist-shaking
attack on “corporate elites”
and “economic terrorism”
practiced by greedy corpo-
rations and aimed at organ-
ized labor.

Not, as younoted, your
typical fare at a GOP con-
vention.

Never mind, as you also
suggested, that Republican
policies — fighting regula-
tions, passing tax cuts that
mostly benefit the rich —
accrue to the benefit of
those corporations and
elites that O’Brien so
harshly condemned.

If you were a casual
viewer, you might have
thought, “Hey, that guy —
and by extension Trump’s
Republican Party — speaks
forme.”

It was cynical, but a
brilliant bit of political
programming.

We’ll see what elseisin
store.

Estonian leader to be EU’s next top diplomat

Kaja Kallas steps down
as nation’s first female
prime minister to take
up foreign policy post.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HELSINKI — Estonian
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas
has stepped down as the
leader of the Baltic country
to become the foreign policy
chief of the European Union
later this year.

Kallas, Estonia’s first fe-
male prime minister, han-
ded in her resignation to
President Alar Karis during
a brief meeting at the presi-
dential palace in the capital,
Tallinn, on Monday.

Estonia under Kallas, 47,
has been one of Europe’s
most vocal backers of
Ukraine after the full-scale
Russian invasion in Febru-
ary 2022. She replaces Josep
Borrell of Spain, who has
served as the EU foreign pol-
icy chief since 2019.

Summing up Kallas’
3Y» years at the helm of the
nation of 1.3 million, Karis
said in a statement that “it
has been a time full of crises,
the milestones [such as] the
coronavirus, the economic
recession and the war in
Europe, when Russia de-
stroyed our previous securi-
ty picture with its aggression
in Ukraine.”

The prime minister’s
move automatically trig-

MATT ROURKE Associated Press

UNDER Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Estonia has
been one of Europe’s most vocal backers of Ukraine.

gered the resignation of
Kallas’ three-party coalition
Cabinet, made up of her cen-
ter-right Reform Party, the
Social Democratic Party
and the liberal Estonia 200
party. It will continue as a
caretaker government until
the new Cabinet is sworn
in, most probably in early
August.

In the last meeting of the
outgoing Cabinet on Mon-
day, Kallas underscored her
government’s efforts to
boost the security of Esto-
nia, a NATO member that
neighbors Russia.

“We have invested more
innational defense than ever
before and increased the an-
nual defense budget to 14
billion euros [about $1.5 bil-

lion], which is 3% of GDP,”
Kallas said, adding that in
the last two years, the state
defense budget has in-
creased by nearly 70%.
“These decisions help to en-
sure that Estonia is firmly
protected and a safe place to
live.”

The Reform Party an-
nounced June 29 that it
chose party veteran and Cli-
mate Minister Kristen
Michal as the candidate to
replace Kallas, who repre-
sented Estonia at a North
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion summit in Washington
last week. Under Kallas’
leadership, Reform scored
an overwhelming victory in
the 2023 general election and
holds a mandate to the

prime minister’s post.

The Cabinet’s composi-
tion is likely to remain the
same, but Michal, whois also
set to succeed Kallas as Re-
form Party chair, is holding
talks with both the Social
Democrats and Estonia 200
to revise the current four-
year government program
the three parties had origi-
nally agreed on last year.

Michal’s nomination for
Estonia’s top job requires
the approval of Karis and
the 10l-seat Parliament, or
Riigikogu, where the coali-
tionholds acomfortable ma-
jority. He has been serving
as the minister for climate
affairs since April last year.
The 49-year-old former
economics and justice min-
ister has been active in the
Reform Party, Estonia’s
key political establishment,
since the late 1990s.

Michalisknownforalong
and acclaimed political ca-
reer focused on Estonia’s in-
ternal affairs but lacks inter-
national experience — al-
most the complete opposite
of Kallas, who has excelled in
international arenas but
was clearly out of her com-
fort zone when it came to do-
mestic politics, leading to a
major dip in her popularity
among Estonians over the
last year.

Michael Hiltzik

His column does not
appear today.
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ABDEL KAREEM HANA Associated Press

DESPITE ISRAEL’S near-daily bombardment of Gaza, the warring sides continue to weigh the latest cease-
fire proposal. Above, a relative holds the body of a young airstrike victim Tuesday at a hospital in Deir al Balah.

Aurstrikes kill dozens in Gaza,
including in crowded ‘safe zone’

The pursuit of Hamas
militants in south and
central areas has taken
constant, deadly toll.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DEIR AL BALAH, Gaza
Strip — Israeli airstrikes
killed more than 60 Palestin-
ians in southern and central
Gaza overnight and into
Tuesday, including one
that struck an Israeli-de-
clared “safe zone” crowded
with thousands of displaced
people.

Airstrikes in recent days
have brought a steady
stream of deaths in the
Gaza Strip, even as Israel
has pulled back or scaled
down major ground offen-
sives in the north and south.

Almost-daily strikes have
hit the safe zone covering an
estimated 23 square miles
along the Mediterranean
coast, where Israel told flee-
ing Palestinians to take ref-
uge to escape ground as-
saults.

Israel has said it is
pursuing Hamas militants
who are hiding among civil-
ians after offensives up-
rooted underground tunnel

networks.

Tuesday’s deadliest
strike hit a main street lined
with market stalls outside
the southern city of Khan
Yunis in Muwasi, at the
heart of the zone that is
packed with tent camps. Of-
ficials at Khan Yunis’ Nasser
Hospital said 17 people were
killed.

Apparently referring to
the strike, the Israeli mili-
tary said in a statement that
it targeted a commander in
the militant group Islamic
Jihad’s naval unit west of
Khan Yunis. It said it was
looking into reports that ci-
vilians were Killed.

The attack hit about a
half a mile from a compound
that Israel struck Saturday,
saying it was targeting
Hamas’ top military com-
mander, Mohammed Deif.
That blast, in an area also
surrounded by tents, Killed
more than 90 Palestinians,
including children, accord-
ing to Gaza health officials.
It is unknown whether Deif
was killed in the strike.

The new airstrikes came
as Israel and Hamas contin-
ued to weigh the latest
cease-fire proposal. Hamas
has said talks meant to wind
down the nine-month-long
war would continue, even af-

ter Israel targeted Deif. In-
ternational mediators are
working to push Israel and
Hamas toward a deal that
would halt the fighting and
free about 120 hostages held
by the militant group in
Gaza.

Israeli forces have re-
peatedly had to launch new
offensives to combat Hamas
fighters they say have been
regrouping in parts of Gaza
that the military previously
invaded.

The military said Tues-
day that it has eliminated
half of the leadership of
Hamas’ military wing and
that about 14,000 militants
have been killed or detained.
It said that it killed six
brigade commanders, more
than 20 battalion command-
ers and about 150 company
commanders from Hamas’
ranks, and that over the
course of the war, it has hit
37,000 targets from the air in
the Gaza Strip, including
more than 25,000 terrorist
infrastructure and launch
sites.

The figures could not be
independently confirmed.

Israel’s ground cam-
paigns have focused on
northern Gaza and the
southern cities of Khan Yu-
nis and Rafah, where it says

200 more Kenyan officers arrive
to help Haiti quell gang violence

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti — A second contingent
of 200 police officers from
Kenya arrived Tuesday in
Haiti to bolster a U.N.-
backed mission led by the
East African country to bat-
tle violent gangs in the trou-
bled Caribbean country.

The officers arrived
nearly amonth after the first
contingent of 200 landed in
the capital, Port-au-Prince,
where gangs control at least
80% of the territory.

Last week the United Na-
tions Security Council
strongly condemned “the
extreme levels of armed vi-
olence” in Haiti that are
undermining peace, stabil-
ity and security in the coun-
try and the region.

Authorities have de-
clined to provide details on
the Kenyans’ assignments,
citing security concerns, al-
though Associated Press
journalists have seen them
patrolling near the main in-
ternational airport, which
reopened in late May after
gang violence forced it to
close for nearly three
months.

More Kenyans are ex-
pected to arrive in the com-
ing weeks and months and
will be joined by police
and soldiers from the Baha-
mas, Bangladesh, Barba-
dos, Benin, Chad and Ja-
maica for a total of 2,500 per-
sonnel.

The phased mission will
cost about $600 million a
year, according to the U.N.
Security Council.

Although some Haitians
have welcomed the arrival of
the Kenyans, others remain
wary.

“The fear of the Haitians

is that this mission, as
has occurred in the past ...
will only achieve a tempo-
rary reduction in violence,”
said Diego Da Rin, an ana-
lyst at the International
Crisis Group, who was re-
cently in Haiti.

Another concern is that
Kenyan police have faced
years of abuse allegations
at home, including extraju-
dicial Killings. Their behav-
ior drew renewed scrutiny
when they opened fire on
protesters in recent weeks
amid ongoing turmoil in
Kenyathat haskilled dozens
of people.

In addition, a previousin-
tervention — the U.N.’s 2004-
17 peacekeeping mission —
was marred by allegations of
sexual assault and the intro-
duction of cholera, which
killed nearly 10,000 people.

Jean-Marc Etienne, 49,
lost his home a year ago
when gangs invaded his
neighborhood, forcing him
to flee like many others. He
said he hasn’t seen Kenyans
on patrol since the first con-
tingent arrived in June.

“Security has not im-
proved,” he said as he
pushed a wheelbarrow full of
raw sugarcane past a dusty
road near the airport. “On
top of that, kidnappings
have started again.”

He and his family have
been living in a friend’s yard
under a tarp, exposed to
sweltering heat and heavy
rains as they seek a more se-
cure shelter.

The Kenyan-led mission
is meant to bolster Haiti’s
national police, which re-
main understaffed and
underfunded, with only
about 10,000 officers active
atatimeinacountry ofmore
than 11 million people.

The mission also aims to

quell gangs accused ofKilling
more than 4,450 people last
year and injuring 1,668 oth-
ers, according to the U.N.,
more than double compared
with the previous year.

In addition, more than
1,500 people were Killed or in-
jured in the first three
months of this year.

Gangs also have left more
than half a million Haitians
homeless in recent years,
and about 1.6 million people
are at risk of starvation, ac-
cording to the U.N. Office for
the Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs.

Violence worsened this
year when gangs launched
coordinated attacks in
late February. They opened
fire on the main interna-
tional airport, stormed more
than two dozen police
stations and broke into
Haiti’s two biggest prisons,
releasing more than 4,000
inmates.

The attacks eventually
led to the resignation of
Prime Minister Ariel Henry,
who had urgently requested
the deployment of foreign
forces in October 2022.

His resignation in late
Aprilwas followed by the ap-
pointment of a transitional
presidential council and a
new prime minister, Garry
Conille.

Da Rin, with the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, warned
that the Kenyan mission
alone will not be sufficient to
curb gang violence, noting
that certain politicians and
business owners have long
been tied to gangs.

“As long as the problems
of impunity and corruption
are not addressed, any
strategy focused solely on
security will not have
lasting improvements,” he
said.

it has destroyed extensive
Hamas tunnel networks.
The offensives have left en-
tire neighborhoods flat-
tened.

Strikes late Monday and
on Tuesday hit the Nuseirat
and Zawaida refugee camps
in central Gaza. Strikes on
four houses killed at least 24
people, including 10 women
and four children, according
to officials at Al Agsa hospi-
talin the nearby town of Deir
al Balah.

One strike hit a United
Nations school in Nuseirat
where families were shelter-
ing, Killing at least nine peo-
ple.

Other strikesin Khan Yu-
nis and Rafah Killed 12 peo-
ple, according to medical of-
ficials and AP journalists.
An AP journalist counted
the bodies at the hospital.

Israel to send out
draft notices to
ultra-Orthodox

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM — The Is-
raeli military on Tuesday
said it would begin sending
draft notices to ultra-Ortho-
dox Jewish men next week —
a step that could destabilize
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government.

The announcement fol-
lowed a landmark Supreme
Court order for young reli-
gious men to begin enlisting
for military service. Under
long-standing political ar-
rangements, ultra-Ortho-
dox men had been exempt
from the draft, which is com-
pulsory for most Jewish
men.

The exemptions created
resentment among the gen-
eral public in Israel, espe-
cially after more than nine
months of war against
Hamas militants in Gaza.
The army summons is the
beginning of a months-long
enlistment process that
could be difficult to enforce if
there is large-scale refusal to
comply. The army did not
say when it expects ultra-
Orthodox men to begin
serving or how many it ex-
pectsto enlist.

The court ruled that the
system of exemptions, which

allows religious men to
study in Jewish seminaries
while others are required
to serve in the army, was dis-
criminatory. Ultra-Ortho-
dox leaders say that reli-
gious studyis equally impor-
tant for the country’s future
and that their generations-
old way of life will be threat-
ened if their followers serve
in the army.

Netanyahu’s government
relies on the support of
ultra-Orthodox parties that
oppose changes to the sys-
tem. Religious leaders have
not said what steps they will
take. If they leave the ruling
coalition, the government
would probably fall and the
country would be plunged
into elections two years
ahead of schedule.

Past attempts to enlist
ultra-Orthodox men have
triggered mass protests in
ultra-Orthodox communi-
ties.

Hundreds of ultra-Or-
thodox men blocked a main
highway in central Israel for
several hours Tuesday in the
ultra-Orthodox city of Bnei
Brak, near Tel Aviv. Police
on horseback pushed the
crowd back, and officers
dragged protesters away.
Police said nine people were
arrested.

OHAD ZWIGENBERG Associated Press
ISRAELI police remove an ultra-Orthodox Jewish
demonstrator blocking a road to protest the draft.
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A convention boost for California Republicans

Eric Trump and other
GOP figures give state
delegation reason for
optimism on Day 2.

By SEEMA MEHTA
AND JAMES RAINEY

MILWAUKEE — Califor-
nia Republicans, long ban-
ished to the hinterlands of
their home state’s politics,
enjoyed being surrounded
by like-minded conserva-
tives at the Republican Na-
tional Convention — and
hearing some bashing of the
blue state’s politicians and
policies.

Eric Trump, son of the
former president and 2024
GOP nominee, noted that
his family owns an ocean-
front golf course in Rancho
Palos Verdes.

“The most beautiful
views anywhere, the most
perfect weather anywhere,”
Trump told hundreds of Cal-
ifornia delegates and guests
at a breakfast Tuesday
morning. “Every time I go
out there, I go, ‘Man, if it
wasn’t for the taxes, if it
wasn’t for the taxes and the
lunacy, I would probably live
out here.””

Trump was speaking on
the second morning of the
Republican National Con-
vention in Milwaukee, one
day after the party officially
nominated former Presi-
dent Trump and Ohio Sen.
J.D. Vance as its White
House ticket, adopted a
slimmed-down platform
that softened language on
traditional marriage and
abortion, and was rocked by
a surprise public appear-
ance by Donald Trump, his
first since a gunman tried to
assassinate him on Sat-
urday.

Delegates have been
buoyant about their party’s
prospects, speaking about
Trump’s appearance, just
days after the shooting that
clipped his ear in Pennsylva-
nia, as something akin to a
religious resurrection.

“Some of my colleagues
in my delegation, I looked
around and I could see them
tearing up,” when Trump
appeared before delegates,
said Cindy Spray, a delegate
from Florida. “And there was
a huge emotional rush of,
‘Thank God he’s still here.’
God saw over him.”

While Democratic
elected officials spoke out-
side the convention hall, a
designated protest space at
a park near Fiserv Forum
stood mostly empty during
the day Tuesday.

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

DONALD TRUMP JR., Eric Trump and Republican vice presidential candidate Sen. J.D. Vance, from left,
cheer former President Trump during the first day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.

Trump’s team an-
nounced that he would re-
turn to the campaign trail
Saturday, along with Vance,
for a rally in Grand Rapids,
Mich. The event will come
just one week after the
shooting, which Killed one
and severely injured two
others, while narrowly fail-
ing to take the candidate’s
life.

Tuesday’s convention
theme is “Make America
Safe Again,” intended to fo-
cus the gathering on crime
and illegal immigration.
Scheduled to address the
gatheringin the evening ses-
sion were former rivals Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis and
former U.N. Ambassador
Nikki Haley. Also expected
to be on the agenda: people
speaking about their experi-
ences with the fentanyl crisis
and with crimes committed
by people not authorized to
be in the country.

Those topics percolated
into the conversation at the
California delegation break-
fast, where attendees sipped
bloody Marys and ate fried
chicken and walffles at their
hotelin Brookfield, a suburb
of Milwaukee.

“Every statein Americais
a border state today. But
that does not diminish the
overwhelming challenges
that I know you see in Cali-
fornia,” Virginia Gov. Glenn
Youngkin told the dele-
gation. “They are unprece-
dented. You do not have
[Texas Gov.] Greg Abbott as
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your governor, and I'm sorry.
I’'m sorry.”

Abbott has gained both
renown and condemnation
for his immigration policies.
In March, he signed a mea-
sure to allow Texas law en-
forcement to arrest Mexican
migrants who enter the
state without legal approval.
He said the federal govern-
ment had failed in its efforts
to stem unauthorized mi-
gration.

The law promised a
showdown with federal offi-
cials over which branch of
government has authority
over the U.S. borders and
immigration. Opponents
said the Texas law would
lead to racial profiling and
detentions of U.S. citizens of
Mexican descent. The Texas
governor also rankled Cali-
fornians by sending tens of

thousands of migrants to
California and other states
controlled by Democrats.

Democrats in Washing-
ton held a press briefing de-
crying the Republican posi-
tion on immigration as ex-
treme, saying it would divide
families, as Trump follows
through on his promise of
mass deportations.

Rep. Veronica Escobar
(D-Texas) said Americans
should oppose “a right-wing
extremist’s dark vision for
America that is centered
around attacks on immi-
grant and border communi-
ties.” Trump’s plan amounts
to a “xenophobic blueprint,”
she said, “setting out to re-
make the United States in
their white-only, supposed-
Christianimage.”

State party chairwoman
Jessica Millan Patterson

contrasted Trump’s policies
with those enacted by the
Democrats who run Califor-
nia’s government.

“No one knows the conse-
quences of failed Democrat
policies better than Califor-
nians,” she said.

“Under California Demo-
crats’ failed one-party rule,
thanks to disastrous leaders
like [Gov.] Gavin Newsom
and [Vice President and for-
mer Sen.] Kamala Harris,
California has the highest
unemployment rate of any
state in the nation, the high-
est gas prices, the highest
poverty rate, the largest
homeless population, surg-
ing crime, failing schools,
and one of the top entry
points for illegal immigra-
tion. The list goes on and
on.”

California’s government

and voters are overwhelm-
ingly Democratic, however,
because ofits size and how it
draws its congressional dis-
tricts, the state is home to
the most competitive House
races of any state in the na-
tion and millions of Trump
voters.

But speakers addressing
the state delegation tried to
offer reasons for optimism.

“I firmly believe that not
just our majority, but ex-
panding the majority in our
House of Representatives,
runs through California,”
Youngkin said.

Eric Trump added that
California has donated more
money to his father’s cam-
paign than any state in the
nation; a fact that is often
true for Republican candi-
dates in contested races
across the nation because of
the state’s size and high con-
centration of wealthy
donors.

“California has bought
more MAGA hats than any
state in the country,” Trump
added to cheers.

Attendees expressed de-
light at those messages and,
more broadly, at spending
time with like-minded con-
servatives.

“It’s great to see people
that think the same, share
the same values. And sup-
port the same people that
you support,” said Jon Huey
of Woodland, near Sacra-
mento, adding that it was a
contrast from his home
state.

“It’s hard because obvi-
ously, if you live in the blue
part of California or a Demo-
crat county, your neighbors
are mostly Democrat,” add-
ed the 42-year-old, who
works on GOPraces. “You're
not as outwardly Republi-
can or conservative.”

Mehtareported from
Milwaukee and Rainey from
Los Angeles. This article
includes reporting from the
Associated Press.

Sen. Menendez found guilty of tal

BY LARRY NEUMEISTER
AND PHILIP MARCELO

NEW YORK — U.S. Sen.
Robert Menendez was con-
victed of all 16 charges at his
corruption trial Tuesday, in-
cluding accepting bribes of
gold and cash from three
New Jersey businessmen
and acting as a foreign agent
for Egypt’s government.

Prosecutors said the
Democrat abused the power
of his office to protect allies
from criminal investigations
and enrich associates, in-
cluding his wife, through
acts that included meeting
with Egyptian intelligence
officials and softening his
position toward that coun-
try as he speeded its access
to millions of dollars in U.S.
military aid.

Menendez, 70, and his
lawyers vowed to appeal as
they left the courthouse.

“I have never violated my
public oath. I have never
been anything but a patriot
of my country and for my
country. I have never, ever
been a foreign agent,”
Menendez said outside the
courthouse before walking
briskly to a waiting car.

Menendez did not testify
at the nine-week trial but in-
sisted publicly he was only
doing his job as chairman of
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. He said
gold bars found in his New
Jersey home by the FBI be-
longed to his wife, Nadine
Menendez. She too was
charged but her trial was
postponed so she could re-
cover from cancer surgery.
She has pleaded not guilty.

The verdict comes four
months before election day
and may doom Menendez’s
chances of winning reelec-
tion as anindependent.

The trial’s outcome
prompted a chorus of Demo-
crats to call on Menendez to
resign, including Senate Ma-
jority Leader Charles E.
Schumer, New Jersey’s jun-
ior senator, Cory Booker,
and the party’s nominee to
replace Menendez, Rep.
Andy Kim.

New Jersey Gov. Phil
Murphy, who would appoint
Menendez’s replacement,
urged the Senate to expel
him if he doesn’t resign. It’s
not clear if Schumer would
be willing to hold those
votes. Expulsion requires a
two-thirds majority. A sen-
ator has not been removed
from office in over a century.

Curtis Bashaw, the Re-
publican candidate for the
seat, also called on Menen-
dez to quit, saying New Jer-
sey deserves better than
“corruption and made-for-
TV political scandals, cour-
tesy of Bob Menendez and
the Democratic machine.”

The Senate Ethics Com-
mittee, meanwhile, will com-
plete its own investigation of
Menendez “promptly” and
consider a “full range of dis-
ciplinary actions,” accord-
ing to a statement from
Democrat Chris Coons and
Republican James Lank-
ford, the committee’s chair-
man and vice chairman.

Menendez faces the pos-
sibility of decades in prison
when heis sentenced Oct. 29.

This was Menendez’s sec-
ond corruption trial. An ear-
lier prosecution on unre-
lated charges in 2017 ended
with a deadlocked jury.

“This case has always
been about shocking levels
of corruption, hundreds of
thousands of dollars in
bribes in the form of cash,
gold bars, a Mercedes-Benz.
This wasn’t politics as usual,
this was politics for profit. ...
[H]is years of selling his of-
fice to the highest bidder
have finally come to an end,”
U.S. Attorney Damian Wil-
liams said outside the court-
house.

Two co-defendants also
were convicted. The New
Jersey businessmen, Wael
Hana and Fred Daibes, were
accused of paying bribes. A
third businessman, Jose
Uribe, pleaded guilty and
testified against the others.

Hana’s lawyer, Lawrence
Lustberg, said they would
file motions to set aside the
verdict.

The jury’s decision fol-
lowed a lengthy probe that

FRANK FRANKLIN II Associated Press

SEN. ROBERT MENENDEZ (D-N.J.) leaves federal
court in Manhattan on Tuesday after his conviction.

included a June 2022 FBI
raid on the Menendezes’
home in Englewood CIiffs,
N.J. FBI agents seized gold
bars worth nearly $150,000
and cash, mostly in stacks of
$100 bills, totaling more than
$480,000. In the garage was a
Mercedes-Benz convertible.
One agent testified that
stacks of cash were stuffed in
boots, shoeboxes and jack-
ets belonging to the senator.

Prosecutors argued that
the gold bars, cash and car
were bribes. Defense lawyers
disputed that, arguing that
the gold belonged to his wife
and she had kept him in the
dark about financial trou-
bles so grim that she nearly
lost the home to foreclosure.
They said the senator habit-
ually hoarded money be-
cause his parents escaped
Cuba in 1951 with only the
cash they had hidden in a
grandfather clock.

More shocking, though,
were allegations that he had
earned some of the money
by using his powerful perch
on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee to benefit
Egypt, an important U.S.
ally but one often subject to
American criticism over al-
leged human rights abuses.

Prosecutors said Nadine
Menendez held herself out
as a conduit to her powerful
husband, exchanging texts
with an Egyptian general
and helping to arrange a
Washington visit by the chief
of Egypt’s intelligence serv-
ice. To one general she
texted, “Anytime you need
anything you have my num-
ber and we will make every-
thing happen.”

Sen. Menendez, prose-
cutors said, took actions to
ingratiate himself with
Egyptian officials, including
ghostwriting a letter to fel-

king bribes

low senators encouraging
them to lift a hold on $300
million in military aid.

Charges, originally an-
nounced last September,
were expanded over time,
eventually including bribery,
extortion, fraud, obstruc-
tion of justice, conspiracy
and, for Menendez, acting as
aforeign agent of Egypt.

Prosecutors said serial
numbers on the gold bars
and fingerprints on tape
that bound together the
stacks of cash were traced to
Hana and Daibes. Some
fingerprints on the tape,
they said, belonged to
Menendez. And in return,
prosecutors said, Menendez
took numerous actions to
benefit the businessmen.

Those included protect-
ing Egypt’s decision to
award Hana a lucrative mo-
nopoly to certify that meat
sent to Egypt met Islamic di-
etary requirements. Menen-
dez asked a U.S. agriculture
official to drop his opposi-
tion to the monopoly deal
despite concerns that it
would drive up prices.

Uribe testified at the trial
that he paid for Nadine
Menendez to get a Mercedes
convertible in exchange for
the senator’s help assuring
that his insurance business
would not be affected by
New Jersey criminal probes
of a trucking company be-
longing to his friend.

Prosecutors also said
Sen. Menendez attempted
to interfere in a federal crim-
inal prosecution of Daibes, a
politically influential real es-
tate developer accused of
bank fraud.

Prosecutors also pre-
sented evidence that Me-
nendez took actions favor-
able to Qatar’s government
to help Daibes secure a mul-
timillion-dollar deal with a
Qatariinvestment fund.

Menendezis the only U.S.
senator indicted twice.

In 2015, he was charged
with letting a wealthy Flor-
ida eye doctor buy his influ-
ence through luxury vaca-
tions and campaign contrib-
utions. After a jury couldn’t
reach a unanimous verdict
in 2017, New Jersey federal
prosecutors dropped the
case.

Voters accepted the mis-
trial as an exoneration and
returned Menendez to the
Senate.

Neumeister and Marcelo
write for the Associated
Press.
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Musk to move X, SpaceX headquarters to Texas

[Musk, from Al]
economy.

“This is the final straw,”
Musk posted Tuesday. “Be-
cause of this law and the
many others that preceded
it, attacking both families
and companies, SpaceX will
now move its HQ from
Hawthorne, California, to
Starbase, Texas.”

The law the SpaceX
founder cited was signed by
Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Monday after a contentious
battle between conservative
school boards concerned
about parental rights and
LGBTQ+ activists worried
about vulnerable youths.

Shortly after, Musk
posted that he would also
move X, formerly known as
Twitter, from San Francisco
to Austin, saying that he has
“had enough of dodging
gangs of violent drug addicts
just to get in and out of the
building.”

Since acquiring Twitter
in 2022 in a $44-Dbillion deal,
Musk has made sweeping
and controversial changes
to the social media site, fir-
ingtop executives and laying
off thousands of employees.

The announcementisthe
latest salvo in Musk’s long-
running feud with California
and comes nearly three
years after he announced
the move of Tesla’s head-
quarters to Austin from Palo
Alto, citing the high cost of
housing and long commutes
for employees. The electric
vehicle company maintains
a manufacturing operation
in Fremont.

It comes amid the highly
charged presidential cam-
paign during which the lib-
ertarian Musk has increas-

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

THE PLAN to relocate SpaceX is a blow to Southern California, where the company has helped to anchor a
burgeoning space economy. Above, a Crew Dragon spacecraft prototype is shown to the media in 2018.

ingly moved to the right. The
Wall Street Journal reported
Tuesday that the billionaire
plans to give $45 million a
month to a new pro-Trump
super PAC called America
PAC.

Musk has an estimated
net worth of $254 billion,
making him the world’s
wealthiest person, accord-
ingto Forbes. His announce-
ments drew immediate ap-
plause from Republicans.
GOP Texas Sen. Ted Cruz
posted, “Let freedom ring!”

California Assembly Re-
publican Leader James Gal-
lagher, who voted against
the parental notification
law, issued a statement that
“Gavin Newsom’s anti-par-

ent agenda isn’t just bad for
families — now it’s doing se-
rious damage to California’s
economy.”

Musk also drew a com-
ment from the other side of
the political spectrum, with
Democratic state Sen. Scott
Wiener, who represents San
Francisco, posting that
Musk hugely benefited from
California subsidies. “Will
this be a fake temper
tantrum move just like Tes-
la’s fake ‘move’ to Texas?”

In an interview, Weiner
said: “I'm not confident that
whatever he’s going to do
has anythingto do with alaw
that we passed to protect
the safety of trans kids.” He
added: “He has a history of

saying one thing and it not
being true.”

Newsom declined to
comment on Musk’s an-
nouncements.

Musk, who announced in
2020 that he had moved from
Los Angeles to Texas, has
previously complained
about crime in San Fran-
cisco. Last year, he said in a
post that a friend had ex-
perienced two shootings
outside his apartment in the
city, with a bullet going
through his wall.

In posting that he would
move SpaceX’s head-
quarters, it was unclear
whether Musk was referring
just to the company’s execu-
tive offices or also produc-

tion and other employees.

Founded in 2002, SpaceX
has deep ties to Los Angeles.
In 2007, it moved into a for-
mer Northrop Corp. facility
off Crenshaw Boulevard
thatit hasrapidly expanded.

The sprawling
Hawthorne campusisthelo-
cation of the company’s mis-
sion control center, and em-
ploys thousands of workers
who design and build the
company’s spacecraft, in-
cluding the workhorse Fal-
con 9. SpaceX’s Dragon cap-
sule, made to service the In-
ternational Space Station,
also was built there under a
$2.6-billion contract with
NASA.

Other facilities in South-

ern California include one at
Vandenberg Space Force
Base near Lompoc, where it
wants to expand operations.
SpaceX is seeking approval
tolaunch 90 rockets fromthe
Santa Barbara County
launch site by 2026.

The company also con-
ducts rocket launches in
Florida and from Starbase, a
site in Boca Chica off the
Gulf of Mexico. That is
where it is building and has
launched its massive Star-
ship rocket, which SpaceX
intends to send to the moon.

SpaceX has recently suf-
fered some setbacks.

Last week, the Federal
Aviation = Administration
grounded the company’s
Falcon 9 rocket after its sec-
ond stage failed to boost a
payload of the company’s
Starlink internet satellites
into orbit during an un-
crewed mission.

And last month, SpaceX
and Musk were sued by eight
former employees who al-
lege that they were fired af-
ter asking the company to
address a toxic work culture
they say is rife with sexual
harassment and discrimi-
nation. The company has
declined to respond to the
claims.

Last year, the Justice De-
partment sued the
company, alleging that it
discriminated against em-
ployees and refugees by dis-
couraging them from apply-
ing for jobs and by refusing
to consider or hire them be-
cause of their citizenship
status.

Times staff writer Caroline
Petrow-Cohen contributed
to thisreport.

Bird flu virus spreads among workers at Colorado poultry farm

BY SUSANNE RUST

Five poultry workers at a
farm in northeast Colorado
have been infected by the
H5N1 virus, according to
Colorado’s Department of
Public Health and Environ-

birds at a commercial poul-
try farm that had been af-
fected by the virus. Their
symptoms were mild and in-
cluded common “flu-like”
respiratory symptoms —
such as fever, chills, cough-
ing, sore throat and runny
nose — and conjunctivitis, or

The virus also has been
identified in the state’s dairy
cattle and wild birds.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
has confirmed four of the
five cases. Colorado’s health
department said the fifth
case was presumptive and

sessment for the general
public remains low, and its
recommendations have not

changed.
“An assessment of these
cases will help inform

whether this situation war-
rants a change to the human
health risk assessment,”

These are the first cases
of H5 virus infection in
poultry workers since 2022.
The first U.S. case of H5N1
in a poultry worker was
reported in Colorado in
April 2022.

There have also been four
cases of H5 in dairy workers.

The CDC has sent a bilin-
gual field team into the
area to support the state’s
investigation. The team of
nine people includes epide-
miologists, veterinarians
and an industrial hygienist.

Public health officials say
it is safe to eat properly han-

ment. pink eye. None of the work- pending confirmation. said the agency in a state- One of those was in Col- dled and cooked poultry
The workers were culling ers were hospitalized. The CDC said itsriskas- ment Monday. orado. products.
LEGAL NOTICE

T.S. NO.: 2023-01574-CA

A.P.N.: 4401-022-229
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 11680 MONTANA AVENUE # 303, LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(A) AND (D), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

L AXMEE-NMERRE

HITAE: 2 HE Mo "E 29 M7t Ql&Lct
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO D Y LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUQC VE THONG TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

T.S. No.: 2017-00476-CA
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=

LEGAL NOTICE

A.P.N.: 6006-026-009
Property Address: 424 EAST 60TH STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90003

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(A) AND (D), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

A AXMEE - NMEARE

DAY B HE EMoll WE Qof M7t lgLct
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO D Y LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUQC VE THONG TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 03/02/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.

Trustor: HERBERT ELLIS AND PATTI ELLIS, HUSBAND AND WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC

Deed of Trust Recorded 03/11/2005 as Instrument No. 05 0562502 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Los Angeles County, California,

Date of Sale: 08/29/2024 at 11:00 AM

Place of Sale: BEHIND THE FOUNTAIN LOCATED IN CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, 400 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, POMONA, CA 91766
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $ 389,969.03

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN
SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 11680 MONTANA AVENUE # 303, LOS ANGELES, CA 90049
A.P.N.: 4401-022-229

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:

$ 389,969.03.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the
opening bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or

a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 29249 of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file
number assigned to this case 2023-01574-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January
1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to
purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising
this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (866)-960-8299, or visit this internet website
https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx, using the file number assigned to this case 2023-01574-CA to find the date on which
the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a
written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee receives it
no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you
should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right
to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary

C/o0 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx
Date: July 12, 2024

Trustee Sale Assistant

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 12/19/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.

Trustor: GILBERTO FIGUEROA, A SINGLE MAN

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC

Deed of Trust Recorded 01/04/2006 as Instrument No. 06 0009788 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Los Angeles County, California,

Date of Sale: 08/22/2024 at 09:00 AM

Place of Sale: VINEYARD BALLROOM, DOUBLETREE HOTEL LOS ANGELES-NORWALK, 13111 SYCAMORE DRIVE, NORWALK,
CA 90650

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $ 416,335.00

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN
SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 424 East 60th street, Los Angeles, CA 90003
A.P.N.: 6006-026-009

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:

$ 416,335.00.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the
opening bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or

a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of

this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file

number assigned to this case 2017-00476-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January

1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to
purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising

this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (855)-976-3916, or visit this internet website
https://tracker.auction.com/sb1079, using the file number assigned to this case 2017-00476-CA to find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice
of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid,
by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee receives it no more than
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider
contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary

C/o0 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx

Date: July 12, 2024

Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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Questions over failure to prevent sh

[Seeurity, from Ail]

os from the rally show
Trump standing at a lectern
with two Secret Service
snipers positioned on a
rooftop in the background.
In the seconds leading up to
Trump’s being struck by
gunfire, the snipers can be
seen looking through a
scope and adjusting their ri-
fles before firing. Investiga-
tors also are examining
those tactics, according to
law enforcement sources not
authorized to discuss the in-
quiry.

Twenty-year-old Thom-
as Matthew Crooks shot at
the former president with an
AR-style rifle from more
than 450 feet away, author-
ities say. A bullet grazed
Trump’s ear before Secret
Service snipers returned fire
and Killed Crooks a few sec-
onds after.

A person not authorized
to discuss the investigation
said that Crooks’ father pur-
chased the rifle in 2013 and
that Crooks purchased
about 50 rounds from Alle-
gheny Arms & Gun Works in
Bethel Park, Pa., on the
morning of the shooting.

The FBI has begun re-
constructing the shooter’s
movements  before he
opened fire. The agency es-
tablished that he went to a
gunclubin Clairton, Pa.,and
fired the weapon, bought a
ladder at a home improve-
ment store and purchased
ammunition, sources said.

Steve Gordon, a retired
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment SWAT team sniper
who reviewed social media
video ofthe shooting, said he
saw a slight delay before Se-
cret Service snipers fired on
Crooks. Gordon said the de-
lay was caused by the agent
trying to find his target.

The investigation also is
examining communications
between local police and the
Secret Service.

Secret Service Director
Kimberly Cheatle said the
shooting “was unaccept-
able” and “something that
shouldn’t happen again.”

Cheatle said local police
were inside the American
Glass Research building
where Crooks was posi-
tioned.

“There was local police in
that building. There was lo-

SUE OGROCKI Associated Press

AUTHORITIES block access to the rally site in Butler, Pa., on Sunday. Videos show that some attendees tried
to alert law enforcement to the gunman more than a minute before he opened fire at former President Trump.

EvAN Vuccr Associated Press

THE GUNFIRE sent the crowd at the campaign event scrambling for cover. The
FBI has begun reconstructing the shooter’s movements before he opened fire.

cal police in the area that
were responsible for the
outer perimeter of the build-
ing,” she told ABC News in
aninterview.

Cheatle said the Secret
Service shared support for
the building where Crooks

was as well as the inner pe-
rimeter at the rally site.

The Pennsylvania State
Police said in a statement
that the Secret Service re-
quested 30 to 40 of their offi-
cers to assist in securing the
rally’s inner perimeter Sat-

urday.

The state police said se-
curing the property and
building where Crooks was
perched on the roof was not
part of the officers’ duties. It
remains unclear which
agency was responsible for

securing that building.

Law enforcement be-
came aware of Crooks after
people alerted security that
a man was acting strangely
outside the rally venue. At-
tendees saw Crooks pacing
near magnetometers at the
event entrance, according to
reporting from the Associ-
ated Press.

The tip sparked a search
for Crooks, who was able to
elude security and climbed
onto the roof.

In multiple videos from
the rally and shared on so-
cial media, attendees can be
heard shouting, “He’s got a
gun!” as they point to the
nondescript rooftop where
Crooks was positioned.

When local police were
alerted to the armed man ly-
ing on the roof, officers tried
to climb up but were de-
terred when the gunman
pointed his weapon at them,
sending them ducking for
cover, Butler County Sheriff
Michael Slupe told local
news stations.

While the gunman was
visible to those at the back of
the building, the angle of the
roof meant it was far harder

ooting

for Secret Service snipers to
see him until he aimed over
the peak with his gun.

Rally attendee and But-
ler resident David Bocci was
seated about 50 to 60 yards
away from Trump’s stage on
Saturday.

He said he watched as
armed Secret Service snip-
ers atop the building behind
Trump looked around with
binoculars. About three
minutes later, he heard what
he thought were fireworks.
When the noises kept going,
he realized they were gun-
shots. He said he heard the
Secret Service yell, “Presi-
dent down!” and panic broke
out.

Bocci dropped to the
ground with the rest of the
crowd before seeing Trump
get backup and raise afist in
the air a few moments later.

“It was mind-blowing to
me that [Secret Service]
were looking and aiming
that way for so long and
somehow the shooter still
got shots off first,” he told
The Times.

Troy Douthett with the
Butler City Council dis-
missed as “hogwash” the Se-
cret Service’s claim that the
shooter was outside its secu-
rity perimeter.

“Anything in sight should
be under their watch,” Dou-
thett told The Times.

“Locallaw enforcementis
not equipped for protecting
a president. That’s just in-
sanity to me. We would have
full expectationthat the pro-
fessionals would be profes-
sional,” he added.

On Monday, the FBI
gained access to Crook’s
cellphone, searched his car
and home and conducted
nearly 100 interviews of “law
enforcement personnel,
event attendees and other
witnesses,” according to a
news release from the
agency.

The bureau has also re-
ceived “hundreds of digital
media tips” from the public,
including images and videos
from the scene. Anyone with
information can contact the
FBI at tips.fbi.gov or (800)
225-5324.

Goldberg and Lin reported
from Pennsylvania and
Solis and Winton from Los
Angeles.

LEGAL NOTICE

T.S. NO.: 2014-06285-CA A.P.N.: 5558-021-013
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 8613 FRANKLIN AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90069

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(A) AND (D), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED
A ANHEE-MERRE
HDAE: B HE BMo HE 2 M7t d&Lct
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO B Y LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUQC VE THONG TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 03/15/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.

Trustor: Francine Silver, An Unmarried Woman

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC

Deed of Trust Recorded 03/23/2006 as Instrument No. 06 0618788 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Los Angeles County, California,

Date of Sale: 08/22/2024 at 11:00 AM

Place of Sale: BEHIND THE FOUNTAIN LOCATED IN CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, 400 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, POMONA, CA 91766

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably d costs and other charges: $ 2,426,312.36

LEGAL NOTICE

T.S. NO.: 2024-00046-CA A.P.N.: 4201-032-046
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 5226 SOUTH CHARITON AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90056

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(A) AND (D), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED
X ANHEE-MEERE
HIAE: 2 HE EMol 2 2% M7t QLo
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO D Y LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUQC VE THONG TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 05/19/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.

Trustor: DONNIE MULDROW, A MARRIED MAN, AS HIS SOLE AND SEPARATE PROPERTY

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC

Deed of Trust Recorded 05/30/2006 as Instrument No. 06 1171859 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Los Angeles County, California,

Date of Sale: 08/20/2024 at 11:00 AM

Place of Sale: BEHIND THE FOUNTAIN LOCATED IN CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, 400 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, POMONA, CA 91766

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $ 1,100,099.21

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINAN-
CIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 8613 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90069
A.PN.: 5558-021-013

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of
Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:

$2,426,312.36.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the
opening bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure, and
the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title
insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of

this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site https://www.alti X using the file
number assigned to this case 2014-06285-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January
1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to
purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising
this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (866)-960-8299, or visit this internet website
https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx, using the file number assigned to this case 2014-06285-CA to find the date on which
the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written
notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit
a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to
purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary

C/o0 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 https://www.altisource.com/LoginPage.aspx

Date: July 11, 2024

Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN
SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 5226 SOUTH CHARITON AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90056
A.P.N.: 4201-032-046

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), ad-
vances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:

$1,100,099.21.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the
opening bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or

a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site_https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file
number assigned to this case 2024-00046-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January

1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to
purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising
this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (866)-960-8299, or visit this internet website
https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx, using the file number assigned to this case 2024-00046-CA to find the date on which
the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a
written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee receives it
no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you
should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right
to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary

C/o0 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx
Date: July 11, 2024

Trustee Sale Assistant
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GOP bracing for Harris
as Biden hangs in there

[Biden, from Ail]

the end of the month in a vir-
tual process, ahead of the
Aug. 19 start of the Demo-
cratic National Convention.
Several Democratic law-
makers are urging the party
to delay a nomination until
the convention to allow
more time.

Biden was in Las Vegas
on Tuesday for events that
included a speech at the
NAACP’s national conven-
tion, in which he decried the
toll of gun violence and criti-
cized Trump for his re-
sponse to the George Floyd
protests.

“So let me ask you: Are
you all in? Because I'm all
in,” he said to cheers at the
end of his half-hour speech.

In a nationally televised
interview Monday, Biden
again insisted he would not
entertain leaving the race, a
decision that is entirely his
to make.

“I call it fantasy football,”
said Donna Brazile, a former
chair of the Democratic
Party who remains influen-
tial. “Joe Biden ain’t going
nowhere.”

Republicans are not tak-
ing chances during their
convention, which runs
through Thursday night.
Many of the speeches during
Monday’s opening night in-
cluded Harris — some mis-
pronouncing her first name
as Ka-MAL-a — as Biden’s
governing partner. A video,
for example, attacked “Bid-
en and Harris’ open border
disaster.” Sen. Marsha
Blackburn, a Tennessee Re-
publican, blamed “Joe and
Kamala, bless their hearts,”
for high gas prices, plans to
tax small business owners
and increased IRS enforce-
ment.

“Their regulations aren’t
just burdensome. Often,
they include racist DEI re-
quirements,” she said, refer-
ring to diversity, equity and
inclusion hiring programs, a
popular target on the right.

The attacks against Har-
ris as a powerful governing
partnertoBiden carry a hint
of irony because Republi-
cans have long argued that

she has been ineffective as
Biden’s understudy and
often excluded from making
decisions, impressions that
have stuck with many activ-

ists and voters.
“I don’t think she has the
gravitas,” said Nancy

DeLuna, a longtime GOP
delegate from Palm Desert.
“She is not capable of run-
ning the government and I
don’t believe she has the
confidence even of her own
party.”

Democratic arguments
around Harris as a possible
replacement — and whether
there was a way to open the
field of possible successors
— had been fairly public for
more than two weeks, since
Biden’s disastrous debate
with Trump in which he
showed signs of decline.
About 20 Democratic law-
makers had called on Biden
to step aside as of last Fri-
day. But there were no new
calls over the weekend, and
public discussion all but
shut down after Saturday’s
shooting at a Pennsylvania
rally that injured Trump’s
ear and left one member of
the audience dead in addi-
tion to the shooter. Two oth-
ers were also injured.

An advisor to one Demo-
cratic lawmaker who had
publicly urged Biden to step
aside said Tuesday that his
boss was no longer doing
media appearances, while

insisting “the efforts are on-
going.” Several Democrats
said it would be crass to have
that debate in public, in part
because Biden needed to
show the country that he
was eager to help turn down
the political rhetoric and ad-
dress the security failure
that allowed the gunman,
Thomas Matthew Crooks, to
commit the attack.

Democratic National
Convention delegates voted
in June, before the debate, to
hold a virtual vote ahead of
the conventiontomeet abal-
lot deadline in Ohio that has
since been moved back. The
rules committee, a powerful
group of party insiders, will
decide Friday when to hold
the virtual vote, which would
likely take place within the
next two weeks.

But Democratic lawmak-
ers are circulating a letter
urging the party to wait.

“Proceeding with the ‘vir-
tual roll call’ in the absence
of a valid legal rationale will
be rightly perceived as a
purely political maneuver,
which we believe would
be counterproductive and
undermine party unity and
cohesion,” said the letter,
which was obtained by The
Times. It had not yet been
sent as of Tuesday morning.

Jamal Simmons, former
communications director
for Harris, credited Biden’s
more aggressive public

SusaN WALSH Associated Press

VICE PRESIDENT Harris is being criticized along with President Biden at the
GOP convention. Some Republicans fear she’ll run in his place and beat Trump.

schedule since the debate
for assuring some detrac-
tors and demonstrating he
“is the best person to be
president today.” But he
added that the movement to
urge him to leave the race
has only been on pause, even
ifthat pause has helped Bid-
en.

“There are still questions
about whether he is the best
person to run for president
for the next four years, but
there are fewer people ask-

ing that question today than
aweek ago,” he said.

Polls continue to worry
many Democrats, including
a'YouGov poll released Mon-
day that showed Trump
leading by 2 to 7 percentage
points in seven swing states,
including Arizona, where he
was up by 7 points.

Biden appeared dismis-
sive during his Monday in-
terview with NBC anchor
Lester Holt, insisting “it’s es-
sentially a toss-up race”

while listing his first-term
accomplishments. Holt con-
cluded his interview by ask-
ing Biden what would hap-
pen if he had another epi-
sode like his debate per-
formance. Biden answered
inaudibly at first.

“I don’t plan on having
another performance on
that level,” he said finally.

Times staff writer Seema
Mehta in Milwaukee
contributed to this report.

U.S. sanctions Mexican accountants 1n scams

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. on Tuesday imposed
sanctions on a group of
Mexican accountants and
firms allegedly linked to a
timeshare fraud ring run
by the Jalisco New Genera-
tion drug cartel.

Three accountants,
along with four Mexican real
estate and accounting firms,
were hit with sanctions. In

addition, the Treasury De-
partment and the FBI is-
sued anotice to banks with a
reminder to bevigilantin de-
tecting and reporting time-
share fraud perpetrated by
Mexico-based transnational
criminal organizations.
Timeshare fraud target-
ing Americans results in
tens of millions of dollars in
losses annually. In 2022, the
FBI’s Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center received over
600 complaints with losses of

roughly $39.6 million from
victims contacted by scam-
mers regarding timeshares
owned in Mexico.

The new sanctions come
after the U.S. in April 2023
sanctioned members or as-
sociates of the Jalisco New
Generation drug cartel for
timeshare fraud that alleg-
edly targeted elderly Ameri-
cans.

“Cartelfraudstersrunso-
phisticated teams of profes-
sionals who seem perfectly

normal on paper or on the
phone — but in reality,
they’re money launderers
expertly trained in scam-
ming U.S. citizens,” said
Treasury Undersecretary
Brian Nelson.

“Unsolicited calls and
emails may seem legitimate,
but they’re actually made by
cartel-supported criminals.
If something seems too good
to be true, it probablyis.”

The FBI shares tips on
how to avoid timeshare

fraud: Be cautious of unin-
vited calls, texts or emails
from anyone interested in
a timeshare. Be wary of
high-pressure and time-sen-
sitive offers that require an
immediate response, re-
search everyone you are in
contact with, and contact
offices independently to
confirm that you're talking
with a real company repre-
sentative, and hire areal es-
tate agent or lawyer you
trust.

ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Beyond Triage

Urgent care centers are convenient for urgent

of your loved ones.

And, while urgent care centers are not a new
concept, similar inconveniences can apply to the
way they are structured. With continually advancing
technology and a more remote style of care, there

Principal among these is Smart Urgent Care
Center. Founded in 2024 by South Korean software
developer Sang Lee, CEQ of Smart's parent
company, South Korea's Tomato Systems. Smart
Urgent Care is headquartered in Los Angeles

and available anytime online. While Smart offers

a familiar urgent care model, it's supercharged

by an innovative app-based care model that

helps more and more patients every day.

are companies changing the way urgent care works.

The urgent care is overseen by CEQ David
Kang and its medical director Dr. Daesoon
Leem, a board-certified physician who last
oversaw the family medicine practice at
Nanum Hospital/JoEun Hospital. Both are
highly dedicated to their patients, whether
they are first time walk-ins needing quick
care or those who are returning to take
advantage of Smart's care model.

Tech-Enabled Monitoring

Dr.Leem touts the center’s direct coordination
with CyberMDCare, a revolutionary system of
wearables and an advanced app that allows
for patient monitoring anywhere — perfect for

7 Smart Urgent
Care Center

CARE WHERE YOU NEED
IT, WHEN YOU NEED IT

HEALTH COVERAGE IS COMPLEX ENOUGH -
WHERE DO YOU TURN TO WHEN IT'S URGENT?

t's an all-too-common occurrence during summer (or anytime in Southern
California, really) — you're out having fun with the family, and someone gets
injured, bitten by an insect or animal, or suddenly falls ill. Even with health
coverage, a long emergency room wait can be maddening and extend the suffering

those more remote or rural communities, for the
medically underserved or senior populations.

“We work in conjunction with CyberMDCare’s remote
monitoring devices to check patients’ vital signs in
real-time and view their historical vital data,” said Dr.
Leem. “This allows us to accurately assess patients’
conditions and provide more precise treatments.”

The app uses real-time monitoring and artificial
intelligence-powered tools to keep patients updated
on their total health picture, and provide a record of
any anomalies that could require immediate attention.
All of this aids in patient health management beyond
initial treatment, whether that's for a traumatic

injury, illness or just a simple accident needing more
immediate care. In addition, there are cost-savings
attached by avoiding unnecessary guesswork.

“In the U.S., the cost of medical care is extremely
high. So if we can minimize an ER visit, we can actually
help minimize the associated costs,” said Dr Leem.

medical situations, but Smart's unique model means
they also have a place for regular medicine as well.
In addition, a principal goal for the company is to fill
gaps in a healthcare system that often leaves certain
populations needing care that they cannot access.

With CyberMDCare's constant monitoring of vitals.
Those who are at risk — the elderly, isolated or those
with preexisting conditions — are offered solace that
their conditions will be monitored and recorded to
aid in diagnosis. This, said Kang, is principal among

a "public service” model that Dr. Leem envisions.

“A lot of doctors are looking for money. Right
now, the service for the community and the
U.S. population is his dream,” he said.

Smart Urgent Care Center offers many services

at their physical location in the Koreatown
community of Los Angeles, and online anytime —
highly convenient to those who cannot travel or

are in many of the far-flung locations of Southern
California. These services provide an all-in-one
alternative to traveling across the region or
experiencing long appointment wait times or worse,
an hours-long roadblock to urgently needed care.

Subscribe and Save

Smart Urgent Care Center offers a novel approach
to pricing with its subscriber model, with three
plans depending on patient needs. The Smart BASIC
plan offers one CyberMDCare monitar, 30%o off
additional devices, and text and video urgent care.
The GOLD plan gives front-of-line urgent care
access, a complementary urgent care visit and
two monitors. The PLATINUM plan offers all the
gold plan offers with additional savings and more
perks. With plans starting at just $10.99 monthly,
the benefits are an incredible value. And, while
putting a fixed cost on a family’s health is difficult,
any savings in today’s world are welcome.

This is in addition to traditional walk-in or
appointment care, which the center also offers.
Smart works directly with patient subscribers,
and also accepts many insurance plans, so it's
a convenient — and affordable — alternative to
crowded provider-based services as well.

AHuman Touch

Most importantly, of course, is the human touch that
a provider like Smart Urgent Care provides — while
apps are amazing tools for patient monitoring and
early detection, an empathetic voice to diagnose and
comfort is vital to excellent healthcare. Testimanials
highlight the fast and convenient service, but are
especially focused on the kind and compassionate
staff, from the front-of-house to the clinicians and
doctors who are dedicated to their patients.

This supplement did not involve the editorial or reporting staffs of the LA. Times.
Contact us with comments of questions at paidpost@Iatimes.com.
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‘Out of nowhere,” ‘L.onglegs’ a horror hit

Buzzy marketing effort
created intrigue and
lured moviegoers to
the indie movie.

By CHRISTI CARRAS

The greatest plot twists
lie at the end of a long trail of
clues, dramatically reveal-
ing an answer hidden in
plain sight all along.

The marketing campaign
for independent distributor
Neon’s surprise horror
smash, “Longlegs,” took
that concept a step further.

Breadcrumbs — in the
form of enigmatic trailers,
chilling phone messages, en-
crypted newspaper ads, fake
blog posts and other stunts
— littered the promotional
path to “Longlegs.” And au-
diences took the bait, hand-
ing New York-based Neonits
biggest opening ever as well
as the best launch for an in-
dependent horror flick in a
decade.

The R-rated title —which
cost less than $10 million to
make and promote, accord-
ing to the studio — pre-
miered at No. 2 last weekend
with $22.6 million in domes-
tic ticket sales.

Its performance “seem-
ingly came out of nowhere,”
said Comscore senior media
analyst Paul Dergarabe-
dian, especially when sand-
wiched between safer, flashi-
er pushes for major studio
films such as “Despicable
Me4” and “Twisters.”

“If you had talked to peo-
ple amonth ago and said, ‘Is
this movie “Longlegs” on
your list of films to be one of
those sleeper, surprise hits?’
they’d say, ‘What’s “Lon-

Neon

SCREAM QUEEN Maika Monroe plays an FBI agent investigating a series of gruesome homicides in “Long-
legs,” which cost less than $10 million to make and promote, executives said. It opened at No. 2 last weekend.

“Getting audiences on
board like this is not easy,”
he added. “The way you en-
tice that audience is to
do something that goes
above and beyond the ordi-
nary .. and they certainly
did that.”

Helmed by Osgood
Perkins (son of the late hor-
ror great Anthony Perkins),
“Longlegs” stars veteran
scream queen Maika Mon-
roe as an FBI agent investi-
gating a series of gruesome
homicides. Nicolas Cage
plays the film’s titular bogey-
man— butyouwouldn’t nec-
essarily know that from the
marketing materials, which
deliberately obscure the ac-
tor’s face.

He’s barely shown in the
main trailer, which reveals
little about the plot. (The

studio scrapped its original
plan for a more conventional
preview after audiences re-
sponded enthusiastically to
an early, cryptic teaser.)

“It increases the in-
trigue,” said Monica
Koyama, an entertainment
marketing expert and com-
munication management
professorat USC.

“I mean, he’s definitely
frightening in the film. But ...
sometimes what’s in your
head is scarier than what
shows up on screen.”

In an added effort to sell
audiences on the fear factor,
Neon released a recording of
Monroe’s heartbeat spiking
from 76 beats per minute to
170 while filming her first
scene with Cage as Lon-
glegs. The studio pulled the
audio from a microphone

taped to Monroe’s chest af-
ter a conversation with
Perkins — who deliberately
separated the actors before
shooting that sequence and
said Monroe’s heart was rac-
ing during the encounter.

“It’s so simple,” Koyama
said. “They gave us data. ...
‘We’re saying this is scary.
Here’s the actual raw data
from the actress.””

It’s all part of Neon’s ploy
to place moviegoers in the
shoes of the protagonist.

The success of “Lon-
glegs” is “a testament to the
wildly creative, exciting film
[that director] Osgood
Perkins and his fantastic
group of collaborators cre-
ated,” Elissa Federoff, presi-
dent of distribution at Neon,
said in a statement to The
Times.

“We couldn’t be happier
with the results, and we look
forward to continuing our
relationship with Osgood
and his team of producers,
all of whom have allowed us
the freedom to build a cam-
paign we believe in.”

Koyama suspected that
Neon intentionally blurred
the lines between the horror
and crime genres to appeal
to a wider audience. She
also credited plenty of tried-
and-true advertising moves
— such as quoting rave re-
views calling it one of the
scariest movies in years —
with getting “Longlegs” over
theline.

“This is going to reignite
the creativity within market-
ing,” Koyama said. “I'm hop-
ing studios will feel more ex-
cited about taking chances.”

glegs”?’”  Dergarabedian
said.
THE WIDE SHOT

Lessons from Hollywood’s summer box office

BY RYAN FAUGHNDER

Hasthe mood around the
U.S. box office felt a bit less
apocalyptic than earlier in
the summer, when “The Fall
Guy” and “Furiosa: A Mad
Max Saga” struggled to put
butts in seats?

Strong  performances
from “Inside Out 2,” “Despi-
cable Me 4” and “A Quiet
Place: Day One” helped pro-
pelmomentum after a fallow
period for moviegoing. Most
recently, Neon’s indie thriller
“Longlegs,” starring Nicolas
Cage and Maika Monroe and
powered by a smart market-
ing campaign, opened with
an impressive $22.6 million,
ending talk of a slump for
original horror movies.

This is not meant to sug-
gest that the theatrical film
business is suddenly in ter-
rific shape. Ticket sales in
the U.S. and Canada so far
this year are down 16% com-
pared with the same period
in 2023, according to Com-
score. The numbers look
even worse when stacked
against pre-COVID-19 levels.

But the recent run of
winners has brought some
relief to theaters after the
writers’ and actors’ strikes
hobbled the release sched-
ule. Next up: Universal Pic-
tures’ “Twisters,” starring
Glen Powell and Daisy
Edgar-Jones, which is ex-
pected to gross about
$45 million to $50 million in
its domestic opening Friday.
The Regal cinema chain,
which emerged from bank-
ruptcy last year, recently
raised $250 million to up-
grade its locations and capi-
talize on the expected box

office rebound.
“We’re just now going
through this extended

phase of momentum,” said
Brandon Jones, co-founder
of Cinema Lab, a theater
chain with three locations
including the recently
opened Playhouse theaterin
New Canaan, Conn. “We're
at thetailend of getting a full
pipeline of movies for cine-
mas.”

Of course, the studios
have fielded their fair share
of flops too.

Kevin Costner’s western

epic “Horizon: An American
Saga — Chapter 1” bombed
with $27 million in ticket
sales so farfromthe U.S. and
Canada. Sony’s release of
Apple’s “Fly Me to the
Moon,” a big-budget rom-
com set amid an alt-history
version of the Apollo 11 mis-
sion, debuted with a weak
$10 million. Both were ambi-
tious, star-driven projects
from genres that Hollywood
doesn’t often make any-
more. Not coincidentally,
neither was funded by a tra-
ditional studio.

But the movie business
should avoid learning the
wrong lessons here. When a
movie like “Horizon” or “Fly
Me to the Moon” flops in the-
aters, it’s easy for Hollywood
to blame the supposedly elu-
sive audience of “older
moviegoers.” That would be
amistake.

The problem with “Hori-
zon,” “Fly Me to the Moon”
and even the Ryan Gosling-
Emily Blunt vehicle “The
Fall Guy” wasn’t that their
target audience was old
(keep in mind, movie studios
consider anyone over 35 to

be gettingup there). It’sthat
they didn’t give moviegoers
a good enough reason to get
offthe couch. “The Fall Guy,”
something of a hybrid ac-
tion-comedy marketed as a
rom-com, was a classic ex-
ample of what marketers
calla“feathered fish”: amov-
ie that seems like one thing
whenit’s actually another.

When  studios offer
grown-ups a movie like “Op-
penheimer” ($975 million in
global sales), “Sound of
Freedom” ($250 million) or
even “Dune: Part Two”
($712 million), they show up
in force. It is true that older
audiences tend not to rush
out to the theaters as much
as younger cohorts on open-
ing weekend. So “Fly Me to
the Moon” may yet find its
audience.

The problem for Apple is
that it paid a reported
$100 million for the movie,
making profitability a reach;
Sony is distributing for a fee
and has no financial expo-
sure.

Warner Bros. pulled
Chapter 2 of the “Horizon”
saga from its planned Au-

gust release date in the wake
of the original’s poor per-
formance.

Here too, Warner’s New
Line Cinema is serving as
the domestic distributor in
exchange for a fee. Costner
and his backers put up the
actual capital for the proj-
ect, with the actor in for
$38 million of his own coin.
Many observers expect the
second chapter to be re-
leased directly to Warner
Bros. Discovery’s Max or an-
other streaming service,
though Warner Bros. still
has it listed for a theatrical
release.

The studios behind “In-
side Out 2,” “A Quiet Place:
Day One” and “Longlegs”
understood the films they
had and the audience for
them. The question with any
movie is always, “Who is this
for?”

This article is taken from
the July 16 edition of The
Wide Shot, a weekly
newsletter about everything
happening in the business
of entertainment. Sign up at
latimes.com/newsletters.

Hackers
say they
leaked
Disney

data

Group calls out the
company’s ‘approach
to Al and ... disregard
for the consumer.’

By CHRISTI CARRAS

A group of hackers saysit
recently leaked internal
communications at Walt
Disney Co. over the compa-
ny’s handling of “artist con-
tracts, its approach to AlI,
and its pretty blatant disre-
gard for the consumer.”

The self-proclaimed
hacktivist group known as
NullBulge told multiple me-
dia outlets, including CNN,
that it had breached thou-
sands of Disney’s internal
messaging channels and
leaked roughly 1.2 terabytes
ofinformation.

NullBulge did not im-
mediately respond Tuesday
to The Times’ request for
comment.

A Disney spokesperson
said in a statement to The
Times that the Burbank-
based entertainment behe-
moth was “investigating this
matter.”

The compromised data
included computer code and
information about unre-
leased projects, as well as
conversations about mar-
keting, studio technology
and job applicants, accord-
ing to the Wall Street
Journal.

NullBulge told CNN that
it was based in Russia and
that it penetrated Disney’s
system thanks to “a man
with Slack access who had
cookies” and initially tried to
kick the hackers out. Slackis
a popular workplace mes-
saging platform used by
companies for internal dis-
cussions.

NullBulge bills itself as a
group “protecting artists’
rights and ensuring fair
compensation for their
work.”

Companies such as Dis-
ney, Warner Bros. Discovery
and Netflix have come under
scrutiny lately amid wide-
spread concerns about the
rise of artificial intelligence
and its effect on entertain-
ment workers.

Labor unions represent-
ing Hollywood actors, writ-
ers and crew members have
all fought in recent months
for limitations on the use of
AIl. The rapidly evolving
technology emerged as a key
issue in negotiations be-
tween the unions and the
studios during last year’s
strikes by writers and actors.

California lawmakers are
also trying to regulate AI
through legislation, and
tech companies have re-
sponded by urging caution
against overregulation.

Former TV host convicted in trial over collapse of Ozy Media

Executive conspired
to deceive investors
and lenders to keep

the startup alive.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Former
TV personality Carlos Wat-
son was convicted Tuesday
in a federal financial con-
spiracy case about Ozy Me-
dia, an ambitious startup
that collapsed after another
executive impersonated a
YouTube executive to hype
the company’s success.

Federal prosecutors in
Brooklyn announced on the
social media platform X that
ajury found Watson guilty of
all three charges against
him: conspiracy to commit
securities fraud, conspiracy
to commit wire fraud and ag-
gravated identity theft.

Prosecutors alleged that
Watson conspired to deceive
investors and lenders to
keep the cash-strapped
company alive.

Watson pleaded not
guilty and denied the allega-

tions. Watson testified that
Ozy’s cash squeezes were
standard startup speed
bumps and that materials
given toinvestors noted that
the information wasn’t audi-
ted and could change — “like
‘buyer beware,” ” he said.

The defense blamed any
misrepresentations on Ozy
co-founder and Chief Op-
erating Officer Samir Rao,
who has pleaded guilty.

Watson, a cable news
host who’d worked on Wall
Street and sold his own edu-
cation-related startup, con-
ceived of Ozy in 2012.

The company produced
shows and gave “Ozy Ge-
nius” awards to college stu-
dents. It interviewed former
President Clinton, won an
Emmy Award and produced
an annual music-and-ideas
festival that President Bid-
en attended in 2017, when
he was a former vice presi-
dent.

But prosecutors said
that underneath Ozy’s hip
public profile, the company
was tottering financially
from 2018 on. It routinely ran
short of money to pay ven-
dors, rent and even employ-

ees and took out expensive
loans against future receipts
to cover its bills, former fi-
nance Vice President Janeen
Poutre testified.

The prosecution and its
key witnesses said Ozy, with
Watson’s blessing, began
floating increasingly auda-
cious lies to try to snag a life-
line from investors.

“Survival within the
bounds of decency, fairness,
truth, it morphed into sur-
vival at all costs and by any
means necessary,” Rao told
jurors, saying that Watson
had sanctioned all his false-
hoods.

Ozy gave much bigger
revenue numbers to its pro-
spective backers than to its
accountants, with the dis-
crepancy widening to $53
million versus $11.2 million
for 2020, according to testi-
mony and documents
shown at trial.

Prosecutors said that the
company claimed deals and
offers it hadn’t really se-
cured — for example, that
Watson told a prospective
investor that Google was
willing to buy Ozy for hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.
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CARLOS WATSON'’S Ozy Media floated audacious
lies to snag a lifeline from investors, prosecutors said.

Ozy’s lawyer said Watson ne-
ver made that claim.

Google Chief Executive
Sundar Pichai testified
there was no such offer,
though he did contemplate
hiring Watson and providing
$25 million to help Ozy move
onifhe took the Google job.

To woo potential corpo-
rate suitors and lenders,
Rao forged some terms of
contracts with a network for

one of Ozy’s TV shows. Then,
when a bank wanted to
check with the network, Rao
set up a fake email account
for an actual network execu-
tive and sent a message of-
fering information. The
bank loan didn’t happen.
Rao went on to pose as a
YouTube executive on a
phone call with investment
bankers, in abizarre effort to
back up a false claim that

Rao had made about
YouTube paying for another
Ozy show. The bankers got
suspicious, their potential
investment evaporated and
the real YouTube exec soon
learned of the ruse.

Watson’s lawyers ham-
mered on Rao’s admissions
about his own conduct to try
to portray him as a liar try-
ing to avoid prison by pleas-
ing prosecutors. Rao is
awaiting sentencing.

Watson, who hosted mul-
tiple Ozy shows and pod-
casts, told jurors he concen-
trated on the company’s
content, staff, vision and
partnerships more than on
“making sure that every dec-
imalisintheright place.” He
said he traveled about four
days a week and left finance
and operations largely to
Rao and others.

“I couldn’t be as hands-
on as I probably wanted to
be,” he testified.

Ozy rapidly unraveled af-
ter the New York Times re-
vealed Rao’s faux call in a
September 2021 column that
also questioned the start-
up’s claims about its audi-
ence size.
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Former steel town Butler 1s now °

[Butler, from A1]

his time in the Marine Corps.
He immediately pulled his
wife to the ground and cov-
ered her as best he could. He
saw Secret Service agents
pounce on Trump and then
the former president stand
back up, raising a fist into
the air in what Longo could
describe only as an act of
“triumphant defiance.”

“It’s going to go down as
one of the most iconic im-
ages of the last century and
perhaps in all of American
history,” he said.

The people of Butler
County know the events of
that day could have been
much worse, with a
would-be assassin getting so
close to Killing Trump and
upending the nation.

The heavily Republican
community is now grappling
with that notoriety — and
grieving the losses.

The assassination at-
tempt also has residents in
this swing state, which could
determine who wins the
November presidential elec-
tion, reflecting on the na-
tion’s political divisions.

“I don’t think any com-
munity would hope to be
known for an assassination,”
said Donald Shearer, a Re-
publican City Council mem-
ber in Butler who hasn’t de-
cided whether he will sup-
port President Biden or
Trump.

Although Pittsburgh and
its surrounding counties
have traditionally voted
blue, Butler County has
served as a Republican
stronghold. The last time a
Democratic candidate won
a majority of the votes in
Butler was when President
Lyndon B. Johnson defeated
Republican nominee Barry
Goldwaterin 1964.

“As Pennsylvania goes, so
goes the White House,”
Longo said.

A majority of his constit-
uents in Slippery Rock — a
Butler County borough —
grew up in rural, small-town
and faith-based communi-
ties, he said. Many are veter-
ans. Thereis also a culture of
volunteerism, specifically in
the fire departments.

Longo’s voters care most
about 2nd Amendment
rights, “medical freedom”
from COVID-19 mandates
and restrictions, and “finan-
cialindependence,” he said.

“They want to be able to
go work, make a living and
put food on the table with-
out the government sticking
their hands in their pock-
ets,” he added. “Those are
the things Butler County
residents believe are embod-
ied by Trump.”

The assassination at-

tempt has left residents here
on edge. Television news
trucks in the days that fol-
lowed lined the street out-
side the Butler Farm Show,
where the rally was held.

“I blame the media,” said
Cheryl Gunther, vice chair of
the United Republicans of
Butler County political ac-
tion committee, who was
volunteering at the rally
when Trump was shot. She
thinks news outlets have un-
fairly associated Trump
with white supremacists
and the Jan. 6 attack on the
Capitol.

Chuck Pascal, Demo-
cratic chair of Armstrong
County, located next to But-
ler, credits the shift from
“traditional Republican
red” to “MAGA red” with the
deindustrialization of the
region during the early
1980s. As most of the global
steel production gradually
shifted to China, U.S. plants
became less profitable and
had difficulty competing
with foreign companies,
some of which got subsidies
from the government.

“The people who were
union workers and lost their
jobs because of policies just
got annoyed with everybody
and are voting against any-
thing that looks like the es-
tablishment,” he said. “It
used tobebackthenthat the
Democrats were for the little
guy, and over time, through
trade policies, that put
everybody out of work. As a
result, they don’t trust any-
one anymore.”

A lot of people in Butler
County, Pascal said, want
their communities to go
back to the way it was,
meaning they don’t want to
travel an hour and a half to
work for a higher-paying job,
and they want their kids to
stay in the area even after
getting an advanced degree.

“We just have to get back
to talking to each other as
humans,” he said.

Some Trump supporters
here expressed issues with
some of his policies and said
they’d be willing to vote for
Democratic candidates if
they agreed with their plat-
forms.

Shari Bennetti lives
about a quarter-mile from
the rally site and was throw-
ing a Trump party at her
house when they watched
the shooting unfold on TV.
She is a registered Republi-
can but voted for Bill Clinton
in the past.

“I always voted for who I
felt was the best candidate,
whether it’s Republican or
Democrat, because I voted
both ways,” she said.

Bennetti said she sup-
ports Trump because she
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CHUCK AND JODY PFLUGH shop at the headquarters of the United Republi-
cans of Butler County. They support Donald Trump but not all his stances.

SHARI BENNETTI outside her garage in Whitestown, Pa., which is near the site
of Saturday’s rally. She’s a Trump supporter but voted for Bill Clinton in the past.

believes he doesn’t have
“hands in his pockets” and
isn’t as influenced by lobby-
ists and big corporations.

“With Trump, he was a
businessman and it was
hard-core business, and
people hated him,” she said.
“Ithought he was goingtodo
good, not knowing, just a
feeling in my heart that he
was going to do good.”

Amy Bocci, the daughter
of a steel mill worker, grew
up in a firmly Democratic
household in the Pittsburgh
suburb of Monroeville. As a
kid, she said, she didn’t
know or care much about
politics. She identifies as
Christian and went to
church every Sunday.

It wasn’t until about 30
years ago, when she moved
to Butler County, that things
started to shift for her politi-
cally.

The 50-year-old disliked
some of the policies of for-
mer Presidents Clinton and
Obama. Specifically, Bocci
disagreed with their stances
on abortion.

“I just like traditional
family values,” she said. “I
just felt like they were just
getting away from all of
that.”

Bocci has voted Republi-
can ever since and is plan-
ning to vote for Trump for
the third time this fall. Dur-
ing the rally Saturday, Bocci
and her husband, Dave, de-
cided to watch the event
from their friend’s house
about a quarter-mile away
from the Butler Farm Show
fairgrounds.

Bocci burst into tears af-
ter seeing Trump get shot
and his motorcade race
down her street as first re-
sponders transported the

former president to a hospi-
tal.

“This is just a very hard-
working, very family-ori-
ented community,” Bocci
said. “We love God. We love
our armed forces. We’re just
mostly good country people,
and there is such a love of
Trump here.”

Lori Sarver, 54, has lived
in Cranberry Township in
southwestern Butler County
for40yearsbutusedtolivein
Allegheny County. She voted
for Obama twice but said
she regrets her decision, de-
clining to specify why.

On Monday, Sarver
stopped by a roadside
Trump merchandise store
and bought half a dozen T-
shirts.

She voted for Trump in
2016, she said, because of his
stricter policies on immigra-
tion and the U.S.-Mexico

MARKET ROUNDUP

Widespread rally sends stocks
to records; Dow up 742 points

By STAN CHOE

NEW YORK — TU.S.
stocks rallied to records,
again, on Tuesday. What
made this time more jubi-
lant was how many compa-
nies joined the party.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 climbed 0.6% to set an
all-time high for the 38th
time this year. Unlike other
record-setting days, Tues-
day saw awidespread rally in
which nearly 9 out of 10
stocks in the S&P 500 rose,
instead of just the handful of
influential Big Tech stocks
that have been behind most
ofthis year’s returns.

The Dow Jones industrial
average leaped 742 points, or
1.8%, to lead the market a
day after setting its own
record. The Nasdaq com-
posite lagged with a gain of
0.2%, as the stars dimmed
for some of the year’s biggest
winners.

UnitedHealth Group
drove the market after re-
porting better profit for the
spring than analysts ex-
pected, despite losses due to
a massive cyberattack. Its
stock rose 6.5%, and the
healthcare company re-
ported growth in the num-
ber of people served at both
its Optum and United-
Health businesses.

Bank of America rallied
5.3% after it likewise re-
ported stronger profit for
the latest quarter than fore-
cast. It benefited from
growth at its investment
banking business.

They helped offset drops
for a handful of massive tech
stocks, whose sizes give
their movements an outsize
effect on indexes. Nvidia, for
example, was the heaviest
single weight on the S&P 500

after falling 1.6%.

But that decline was just
a minor pullback compared
with how much the chip
company’s stock rocketed
earlier amid Wall Street’s
frenzy around artificial in-
telligence technology.
Nvidia shares are still up
155.2% for the year so far.

Some market watchers
have been hoping for just
such a broadening of the
stock market’s perform-
ance, because a market with
many stocksrising is seen as
healthier than one driven by
just an elite few stocks.

Only 24% of companies in
the S&P 500 had been beat-
ing the index so far this year,
according to Solita Marecelli,
chief investment officer,
Americas, at UBS Global
Wealth Management. That’s
down from last year’s al-
ready low tally of 26%.

In another signal of more
companies participating in
the market’s rally, stocks of
smaller companies also out-
paced their larger rivals af-
ter having lagged for a while.

The Russell 2000 index of
smaller stocks jumped 3.5%,
nearly six times the S&P
500’s gain. It’s coming off its
best week since November,
as stocks from other beaten-
down corners of the market
also rally following signals
that the U.S. economy re-
mains solid and that easier
interest rates may soon be
onthe way.

Several big winners from
the day before, which ben-
efited from heightened ex-
pectations for former Presi-
dent Trump to retake the
White House, gave back
some of their immediate
jumps after Trump’s dodg-
ing of an assassination at-
tempt over the weekend.

Trump Media & Technol-

ogy Group fell 9.1%, a day af-
ter leaping 31.4%. Shares of
the company behind
Trump’s Truth Social plat-
form regularly swing by big
percentages each day, up or
down.

All told, the S&P 500 rose
35.98 points to 5,667.20. The
Dow jumped 742.76 points to
40,954.48, and the Nasdaq
composite advanced 36.77
points to 18,509.34.

Inthe bond market, some
of the prior day’s moves also
reversed themselves. Long-
er-term yields sank more
than shorter-term yields af-
ter areport showed sales at
U.S. retailers held firm last
month despite economists’
expectations for a decline.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury dropped to 4.16%
from 4.23% late Monday. It’s
fallen from 4.70% in April,
whichisamajormove for the
bond market and has givena
solid boost to stock prices.

Yields have eased on ris-
ing expectations that infla-
tion is slowing enough to
convince the Federal Re-
serve to begin cutting inter-
est rates soon. The Fed has
been keeping its main inter-
estrateatthehighestlevelin
more than two decades in
hopes of slowing the econo-
my just enough to get infla-
tion fully under control.

Tuesday’s stronger-
than-expected data onretail
sales may give Fed officials
some pause, because too-
strong activity could keep
upward pressure on infla-
tion. But traders are still
betting on a 100% probability
that the Fed will cut its main
interest rate in September,
according to data from CME
Group. A month ago, they
saw a 70% chance.

Risks lie on both sides of
the tightrope that the Fed-

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 40,954.48 +742.76 +1.85 +8.66
S&P 500 5,667.20 +35.98 +0.64  +18.81
Nasdaq composite 18,509.34 +36.77 +0.20 +23.30
S&P 400 3,115.02 +75.86 +2.50  +11.99
Russell 2000 2,263.67 +76.65 +3.50  +11.67
EuroStoxx 50 4,947.83 -35.28 -0.71 +9.43
Nikkei (Japan) 41,275.08 +84.40 +0.20 +23.34
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 17,727.98 -287.96 -1.60 +3.99

Associated Press

eral Reserve is currently
walking. The central bank
hopes to ease the brakes
that it’s applied to the econ-
omy through high interest
rates at the precisely correct
time. Easing too soon could
allow inflation to reacceler-

ate, but easing too late could
cause arecession. Tuesday’s
data on retail sales point to
an economy that is remain-
ingresilient so far.

Choe writes for the
Associated Press.
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border. Sarver also believes
Trump would be better
for employment and infla-
tion rates, as well as gas
prices.

But she said she was dis-
appointed with the overrul-
ing of Roe vs. Wade. Trump
hastaken credit for selecting
the Supreme Court justices
who ended the landmark de-
cision that gave women the
right to abortion.

“I am a woman,” Sarver
said. “And you know, things
happen to women that are
horrible, and I don’t believe
anybody should tell me what
to do with my body. So that
was hurtful.”

Chuck and Jody Pflugh of
Eau Claire in Butler County
also said they support abor-
tion rights — and the former
president. Other issues,
such as the economy, are
more important to them.

“There’snever goingtobe
a president where I agree
with everything that comes
out of his mouth,” Chuck
Pflugh said.

But local Democrats
have not given up hope that
the abortion issue can sway
voters.

“Nobody wants to see
women subject to some of
the laws coming out of the
states,” said Kate Lennen,
who is running for a state
Senate seat that covers
parts of southern Butler
County.

A big question for resi-
dents here is whether any
election can change the
long-term economic for-
tunes of the region.

The Dblue-collar county
has struggled to reinvent it-
self after the loss of the steel
industry.

“We’re not a rich area.
We’re struggling financially.
We have deteriorating infra-
structure. We used to be a
steel town. We’ve lost a lot of
the city’s residents to the
suburbs,” said Troy Dou-
thett, a member of the But-
ler City Council.

Colby King, a 40-year-old
urban sociologist, grew up in
Butler and moved to South
Carolina after college. He
goes back to Butler almost
every year to visit his par-
ents.

“It is a complex and div-
erse place,” he said of Butler,
noting the economic decline
that’s occurred over the
years as some high-paying
jobs disappeared and more
young professionals left for
urban areas. “There’s more
than one story, and there’s
no one incident that would
represent the whole commu-
nity.”

King’s Tl-year-old father,
William, who was born and
raised in Butler, was em-
ployed as a steelworker for
nearly three decades before
retiring in 2010 from the now-
shuttered Pullman-Stand-
ard Steel Car Co.

When he started in the
1970s, there were nearly 5,000
steelworkers at the mill
where he worked. When he
retired, there were about
1,500.

William King said he is a
lifelong Democrat and plans
to vote for Biden in the elec-
tion. Althoughthere are alot
of Trump supporters in his
neighborhood, he said, he
would never vote for the for-
mer president.

“I feel both guys are not
completely honest people,
but I think Biden is more
honest,” he said. “Trump
has been indicted, he’s been
impeached and he’s crook-
ed. That’s all it is. Crooked
people are voting for crook-
ed people.”
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Reclaim MacArthur Park for
the people — not their cars

Close this stretch of Wilshire
Boulevard. Green space in L.A. is
too precious to cede to motorists.

F ALL THE PLACES in Los Ange-

les where it makes sense to

close a street to cars, the half-

mile stretch of Wilshire Boule-

vard through MacArthur Park
tops the list.

Where else could L.A. instantly add more
than two acres of public open space in a
park-poor neighborhood that is also one of
the most densely populated communities in
the country? By simply rerouting vehicles
around the park and reclaiming the road for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Los Angeles may be catching up to other
major cities, such as New York and San
Francisco, that have closed major roads
through public parks to give people more
space to recreate safely. The city closed a
portion of the road through Griffith Park
Drive to much success in 2022.

Now Councilmember Eunisses Hernan-
dez has launched Reconnecting MacArthur
Park, the city’s most ambitious effort yet to
permanently pedestrianize a major street.
Along with Mayor Karen Bass and several

city department heads, Hernandez an-
nounced last week the first phase of the
project, which will include community in-
put, draft environmental documents and
test closures.

Don’t expect the road to close perma-
nently any time soon. Hernandez’s office
said the project is a work in progress and
will take years to develop.

The project is being funded in part by a
$2-million grant from the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s Reconnecting Commu-
nities Pilot Program, which is aimed at un-
doing or repairing the harm caused by
transportation construction decisions of
the past.

More than a century ago, MacArthur
Park was a serene paradise with a sprawling
lake in a rapidly urbanizing city. But civic
boosters wanted Wilshire Boulevard to con-
tinue, uninterrupted from the ocean to
downtown. So the city built the road
through the middle of the park turning the
space into more of a “drive-through” rather
than a “destination park,” Jose A. Gardea
wrote in his history of MacArthur Park.

Today Wilshire Boulevard is one of the
city’s main arterials serving motorists and
transit riders. To be sure, closing the road
and diverting vehicles around the park
would be inconvenient. But Los Angeles is a
built-out city and leaders need to make

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

DECADES AGO MacArthur Park was split down the middle by short-sighted
city leaders who placed cars over people. A new effort aims to reclaim the land.

tough choices about how to divvy up space.
In this neighborhood, open space is desper-
ately needed, and if there is community sup-
port, the higher priority should be restoring
the park rather than the convenience of
cars.

Some nearby residents and business
owners question why the city is spending
time and money studying the road closure
when there are more immediate problems
that need to be addressed — namely open

drug use and homeless encampments that
make people feel unsafe using sections of
the park. Their complaints are valid. But
residents shouldn’t have to choose between
more park space and safe park space. The
city has an obligation to do both.

Park space is too precious to cede to mo-
torists. Where possible, L.os Angeles should
reclaim more roads for the purposes of rec-
reation, health and pleasure. MacArthur
Park is a great place to start.
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A PHOTO of documents seized during the Aug. 8, 2022, FBI search of President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate.

Classified documents case dismissal
is yet another win for Trump

Re: “Federal judge dismisses Trump classified documents case,” July 15

I once held a security clearance, and I took the responsibilities associated with that clearance seriously for my entire
career, and into retirement. Loose lips DO sink ships.

What Judge Aileen Cannon did, dismissing all charges in Trump’s classified documents case, makes my blood boil. I
guess by Cannon’s contorted legal logic, Aldrich Ames, who is serving a life sentence for espionage, should be released.
And Robert Hanssen, who died in prison while serving a life sentence for espionage, should have been a free man. And
Edward Snowden can return to the U.S. from Russia with impunity. We truly have gone down the rabbit hole.

JON ROWE
Costa Mesa

Things are coming up
roses for Trump, first he
escapes a near miss in But-
ler, Pa., and now Judge
Aileen Cannon, whom he
appointed, dismisses the
classified documents case
over a flimsy excuse about
the appointment of the
special prosecutor, Jack
Smith.

The evidence was there,
dozens of boxes filled with
classified documents in
Mar-a-Lago. Who can wish
for justice when the cards
are stacked?

RICHARD
C. ARMENDARIZ
Huntington Beach

Whoever coined the
phrase “crime doesn’t pay”
sure didn’t know Trump.
Once again he wiggled his
way out of another fine
mess, and won’t pay or own
up to his responsibilities in
the classified documents
case.

Asusual, the American
people will foot the huge bill
he has created when it

comes to the fallout and
erosion of the rule oflaw and
the unbalanced scales of
justice. When a person who
believes he is above the law
continues to be emboldened
with power by his followers
it is a serious warning sign
and danger for democracy.
Trump may think he’s
above the law, but he is
beneath contempt when it
comes to decency and re-
spect toward humankind.
Heis only strengthened by
his temporary victories for
now. Convicted felons
should never be allowed to
be president!
FRANCES
TERRELL LIPPMAN
Sherman Oaks

The first words that
come to mind for me are Vin
Scully’s during his call when
Kirk Gibson hit a home run
for the Dodgers in the 1988
World Series: “In ayear that
has been soimprobable, the
impossible has happened.”

The Supreme Court,
Aileen Cannon, Donald

Trump, Project 2025 ...
where doesit allend?
JOEL PELCYGER
Los Angeles

The Christian
nationalist threat

Re: “The once-secretive
right-wing ideology emerg-
ing as an overt threat,”
Column, July 14

Robin Abcarian’s piece
artfully describes the push
by Christian nationalists to
turn back the clock on dec-
ades of American social
progress. These “Chris-
tians” are pursuing a white
supremacist ideology mas-
querading as areligion and
Donald Trump is “their
vessel and their wrecking
ball.” In this zealous quest,
they are being actively
assisted by the conservative
majority of the Roberts
court. By seeking to push
the country away from two
ofthe most fervent aims of
the Founders — the elimina-
tion of the trappings of

monarchy and the escape
fromreligious intolerance —
they are returning America
not to the 1950s, but to the
1760s.
NOEL JOHNSON
Glendale

Thank you to Robin
Abcarian for shining a light
into the dark corners of the
rapidly-expanding Chris-
tian Nationalist movement.
Stories like this should be
featured far more promi-
nently in the mainstream
media so that people are
made aware of secretive,
anti-democratic organiza-
tionslike the innocuous-
sounding Council for Na-
tional Policy and their inter-
connectedness with other
extreme conservative
groups like the Heritage
Foundation.

The Project 2025 docu-
ment produced by the Her-
itage Foundation is horrify-
ing in its goals of demolish-
ing government and concen-
trating power in the hands
oftheir hand-picked execu-

tive branch puppet — cur-
rently Donald Trump.

The president of the
Heritage Foundation, Kevin
Roberts, recently com-
mented that the country is
in the midst of a “second
Americanrevolution” that
will be bloodless “if the left
allows it to be” and added
that the groupis “in the
process of taking this coun-
try back.” Back to the dark
ages, it seems.

LyNN EAMES
Los Angeles

.o
.o

Reading Robin Abcari-
an’s column reinforced for
me that the most important
issue facingusinthe up-
coming electionis that our
democracy hinges on people
understanding what is at
stake and voting to preserve
it.

Theissueis not Biden vs.
Trump and whether to
replace either on the ballot
—thehorsesintherace
have been chosen. The
Times would best serve its
readers, democracy and
itselfby focusing on the
elements in Project 2025,
discussing one or two points
every day. Ifyou want to get
into polling, forget the can-
didates, address the issues
and how people stand on
the elements of Project 2025.
Cover their actions and
proposals, not what they
say.

If The Times did, they
would be serving the people,
the Fourth Estate and likely
displace another paper as
the nation’s paper of record.

ANDREA PORTENIER
Oceanside

Robin Abcarian correctly
describes Christian nation-
alism as “a white suprema-
cist political ideology mas-
querading asreligion.” It is
precisely because its adher-
ents are “pretend Chris-
tians” that they are able to
embrace Mr. Trump.

I differ with Ms. Abcarian
only in her dating the origin
ofthe Christian nationalist
movement back only 50-odd
years. Infact, it dates back
at least 150 years, to the
pre-Civil War Know Nothing
Party. Any candid descrip-
tion of the positions of the
Know Nothing Party is
eerily applicable to the
MAGA folks.

People who wonder how
such alarge body of pro-
fessed Christians could
embrace animmoral fraud-
ster need to understand
that there isno conflict in
the minds of those folks.
They are not looking for or
interested in a Christian
leader. They are looking for
someone to help them pull
the nation back from cen-

turies of struggle to realize
its foundational ideals.

We may lack a uniformly
shared ancestry, but we
embrace a shared expecta-
tion that has proven capa-
ble of binding us together:
The only thing special about
America or Americansis the
firm certainty that there is
nothing more deserving or
special, about any one reli-
gion, class or ancestry. The
only thing America asks
newcomers to leave behind
is any insistence that they

are more deserving than
anyone else.
JACK QUIRK
Porter Ranch

We already have
a great Biddy
Mason park

Re: “Kevin de Ledn’s plan to
rename Pershing Square is
not the way to honor Black
Angelenos,” Opinion, July 12

The opinion piece about
Kevin de Leén’s plan to
rename Pershing Square
reminded me that the Biddy
Mason park is a sweet oasis,
rare in this city. It has tables
and chairs, and trees for
shade, which makesit a
quiet, cool place that offers
arespite from the sun to sit,
read or picnic. It is a place to
let young kids run around
without fear that they will
dart into the street.

The story of Biddy’s life is
revealed in a series of
plaques that include images
and text. It is well done and
tells a heartwarming story.
Onceread, it makes one
seek out more information
about her. She gave theland
and cash to establish the
African Methodist Episco-
pal Church, the first in L.A.

At the end ofthe park’s
tree-covered corridor there
is a tiny plaza with public
art fountains that no longer
work. This gem of a park
demands repair.

Pershing Square’s de-
signers could learn from a
visit there. It demonstrates
how to create smaller, se-
cluded spaces, cool with
trees, how to tell stories
instead of simply listing
names, and how to incorpo-
rate small fountains.

De Le6n should focus on
getting the 6th Street
Bridge rewired instead of
renaming Pershing Square.

CHERYL YOUNGER
Los Angeles
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GENE J. PUSKAR Associated Press

SECRET SERVICE agents help former President Trump off the stage after the attempt to assassinate him Saturday.

The truth of the Trump shooting

ROBIN ABCARIAN

I’M STEERING CLEAR Of
news stories exploring
the many conspiracy
theories swirling around
Saturday’s attempt to
assassinate former
President Trump.

At this point, all we
know about what happened last weekend
in Butler, Pa., is that a young, socially
awkward man with shooting experience
and access to a high-powered assault
weapon decided to do something that
would be unfathomable to most of us but
that apparently crosses the minds of
young American men steeped in gun
culture with alarming regularity.

Thomas Matthew Crooks, 20, climbed
onto the unsecured roof of a building
within rifle range of the rally stage,
crawled into position and opened fire,
killing a spectator and wounding Trump
and two others before he was killed by
sharpshooters.

Does it matter that Crooks was a regis-
tered Republican?

Does it matter that he once donated to
aliberal-leaning get-out-the vote group?

Iwould suggest that none ofthat is
particularly important and that political
partisans on all sides should bear this
awful truth in mind: We are a nation rav-
aged by gun violence because we make
little effort to limit the availability of
weapons of war.

Don’t let the pageantry and height-
ened emotion of the Republican National
Convention in Milwaukee this week Iull
you into thinking that Trump should be
restored to the White House. Nothing
about his brush with death changes any-
thing about the deeply antidemocratic
future he and the Heritage Foundation
envision for this country.

On Monday, the convention’s opening
day, Trump anointed a mini-me, Ohio
Republican Sen. J.D. Vance, as his run-
ning mate. Before Vance had his come-to-
orange-Jesus moment and submitted to
the former president, he called Trump

Despite the political
rhetoric, the attack
on the former
president isn’t an
exception in the
annals of American
firearm violence.

“America’s Hitler.”

Canyouimagine a Vice President
Vance following in the footsteps of Vice
President Mike Pence and refusing an
order to overturn the will of the voters?

Vance ably demonstrated his partisan
credentials when he wrote on X that the
shooting was Democrats’ fault and “not
just some isolated incident.”

Well, he’s halfright.

Saturday’s shooting was far from an
isolated incident. And as long as politi-
cians refuse to heed the will of the Ameri-
can people — most of whom support
stricter gunlaws — we are never going to
be free of the bloody rampages that regu-
larly convulse families, schools, communi-
ties and campaigns.

“We can’t allow this violence to become
normalized,” President Biden said from
the Oval Office on Sunday. “The political
rhetoric in this country has gotten very
heated. It’s time to cool it down. We all
have aresponsibility to do that.” (Hmm,
does that include Mark Robinson, the
unhinged North Carolina Republican
gubernatorial candidate who saidina
church last month that “some folks need
killing”?)

I appreciate Biden’s sentiment, but I
think he’s off base. This sort of violence
has absolutely become normal in Ameri-
ca.

Asthe historians Matthew Dallek and
Robert Dallek wrote in the New York

Times on Monday, the attack on Trump
“is one on alist of fairly common attempts
on presidents’lives.” Between 1963 and
1981, gunmen opened fire on “three
presidents, two presidential candidates,
and two national civil rights leaders.” Of
all the world’s democracies, when it
comes to assassination attempts on
government heads, the Dalleks wrote,
Americaleads the pack. It should go
without saying that we are first in gun
violence among those countries as well.

Onthe day of the attempted assassi-
nation of Trump, at least 59 shootings
took place in the United States, according
to the Gun Violence Archive. They killed
34 people, including Trump supporter
Corey Comperatore, and injured 80, in-
cluding Trump. The bloodiest such
incident was at a nightclub in Birming-
ham, Ala., where four people died and at
least 10 were injured in a drive-by shoot-
ing. You probably didn’t even hear about
it.

Given the extraordinary security
surrounding presidents, former presi-
dents and presidential candidates, the
most shocking aspect of the attempt on
Trump’s life is that his would-be assassin
was able to get within shooting range of
him in the first place. This is the worst
security failure of its kind since John
Hinckley Jr. got close enough to shoot
President Reagan at closerange on a
Washington sidewalk in 1981

In a 2022 survey, the California Fire-
arm Violence Research Center at UC
Davis found that Republicans, “and
MAGA-supporting Republicans in par-
ticular,” were much more likely than
others to endorse political violence. This
can’t come as a surprise after what we
experienced on Jan. 6, 2021.

“There is growing concern that this
year’s elections could lead to — or even be
decided by — political violence,” the cen-
ter’s founder, Garen Wintemute, wrote in
aprescient essay in the Hill last month.

I hope he was wrong, but I fear he was
right.

(@robinkabcarian

The assassination attempt
leaves Biden just one option

The shooting and a pair of very favorable court
rulings have buoyed Trump’s political prospects

JONAH GOLDBERG

NE CAN HARDLY FAULT Donald

Trump for believing divine

providence is on his side. He’s

had the most impressive lucky

streakin living political mem-
ory.

While his debate performance was
exceptional only if graded on a curve, his
opponent’s was a debacle by any objective
standard. Then the Supreme Court han-
ded down an exceedingly fortuitous ruling
on presidential immunity, which at a
minimum delayed the federal cases
against him until after the election. And a
lone concurrence by Justice Clarence
Thomas in that decision apparently
inspired Aileen Cannon, a federal judge in
Florida, to throw out the classified docu-
ments case against him.

Oh, and an assassin shot at him and
missed. More accurately: almost missed.
Abullet sliced through the top of Trump’s
right ear;if he had turned his head a milli-
meter or two in the wrong direction, he
would have been dead, and the graphic
footage of his murder would now be serv-
ing as the backdrop of a dark new chapter
of American life.

All of this happened on the eve of the
Republican National Convention, buoy-
ing the party and consolidating support
for Trump’s candidacy. That’s certainly
understandable, albeit irrational in a very
human way. There’s nothing logical about

the ideathat being shot by a disturbed
young man — and registered Republican
— makes Trump more qualified to be
president. But it makes emotional sense.

It also deprives President Biden of the
central rationale for his reelection, at
least for the foreseeable future. Other
than abortion rights, “protecting democ-
racy” was going to be the issue Biden rode
toreelection. In the current climate,
however, attacking Trump as a threat to
democracy sounds like extreme rhetoric
—asit hasbeen at times. But if Biden can
no longer prosecute that case against
Trump — after spending tens of millions
of dollars on ads laying it out — what case
does he have?

Ireject that idea that criticizing
Trump for his attempt to steal the last
election or for his own extreme rhetoricis
suddenly illegitimate. But political reality
iswhatitis.

What is even more profoundly fortu-
nate for Trump is that the assassination
attempt also buoyed Biden’s candidacy,
though in a very different way.

The Democratic Party is not enthusi-
astic about Biden. In an NBC News poll
conducted shortly before the shooting,
only 33% of Democrats and Democratic-
leaning independents said they were
pleased with their party’s nominee, com-
pared with 71% on the Republican side.
There’s no reason to think the assassina-
tion attempt will cause rank-and-file
Democrats torally around Biden.

But what it has done is cause senior
Democrats who were determined to push
Biden off the ticket to abandon hope and
reconcile themselves to losing. “The presi-
dential contest ended last night,” an
unidentified “veteran Democratic con-
sultant” told NBC News after the assassi-
nation attempt. “[Trump] was already on
track to win,” a Democratic Senate aide
told Semafor, “and the fact that heis now
avictim of political violence rather than
the perpetrator undermines Biden’s core
appeal.”

Ithink that’s right, and all of the re-
porting suggests Democrats have lost the
will to do anything about it.

Biden’s Oval Office address Sunday
was not terrible. It struck a welcome,
conciliatory tone, and its shades of unnec-
essary partisanship were restrained
partly because they had to be. Bidenis an
avatar of the cultural status quo: Heran
torestore normalcy and “unify” the coun-
try. Whether it’s fair or not to judge him on
that score, he failed.

And that’s why the address was a
missed opportunity. Biden could have
announced that he was standing down as
his party’s nominee and in the process
tried to pull Trump with him. He could
have — and should have — said this coun-
try is better than a race most Americans
do not want between two grumpy old men
who have come to represent two warring
tribes. He should have called for turning
the page and giving the country a fresh
start.

Biden is an unpopular incumbent who
is not going to get more vigorous or cogni-
tively acute. And he’s certainly not going
to have a moment like Trump had Sat-
urday night.

Simply put, Biden’s luck has run out.
But he could still put an end to his oppo-
nent’s improbable run of luck.

@dJonahDispatch

Don’t forget

J.D. Vance’s

‘Hillbilly
Elegy’ con

By Lorraine Berry

HE SELECTION OF J.D. Vance on

Monday as Donald Trump’s run-

ning mate is a direct result of the

political media’s failure to under-

stand class in America. For his
2016 memoir, “Hillbilly Elegy,” Vance was
venerated by many journalists and book
critics as a powerful voice representing long-
overlooked Americans. But he’s no working-
class hero.

Vance portrayed this group — 35% of
Americans, by the way — as tragic victims of
alcoholism, drug abuse, laziness and their
own self-destructive moral failings. Journal-
ists ran with that, bringing their own stereo-
types to depict the working class as angry,
uneducated white men driven by economic
insecurity and racist nostalgia to support
Trump’s retrogressive campaign.

This distortion, in turn, widened areal di-
vide by alienating many Americans, fueling
support for Trump and even veneration of
Vance.

Lauded by David Brooks as the inter-
preter of some mythical “working-class hon-
or code” that could illuminate the motiva-
tions of the core Trump voter, Vance was
praised in reviews in the New York Times,
the Washington Post and a host of other
publications, and he became the go-to guy
on the working-class perspective. CNN
hired him as a political pundit.

This was no better than the “parachute
journalism” of upper-middle-class reporters
who would visit an Appalachian tavern for
one afternoon and then presume to tell the
nation what the working class was thinking.

So who actually is the working class?
Consistent data has shown that, in the
words of the Center for American Progress,
“Black, Hispanic, and other workers of color
make up 45 percent of the working class,
while non-Hispanic white workers comprise
the remaining 55 percent. Nearly half of the
working class is women, and 8 percent have
disabilities.” Media portrayals that equate
this group with uneducated white men elide
most ofthe people who actually fit the defini-
tion.

A few contemporary reports called out
Vance’s misrepresentations and the media’s
fallacious thinking.

In October 2016, writing for the Guardian,
journalist Sarah Smarsh pointed out that
exit polls and surveys showed that Trump
supporters had a higher median income —
$72,000 — than supporters of Hillary Clinton
or Bernie Sanders. Vance himself, she re-
ported, had been raised in a middle-class
household. By ignoring such realities,
Smarsh argued, “Media makers cast the
white working class as a monolith and imply
an old, treacherous story convenient to capi-
talism: that the poor are dangerousidiots.”

Another journalist, Elizabeth Catte, also
notably called out national media misrepre-
sentations, including in her 2018 book, “What
You Are Getting Wrong About Appalachia.”
It should have been required reading as are-
ality check for anyone who heard Vance on
TV or read his book.

A brilliant work like Stephanie Land’s
2019 memoir, “Maid,” became the basis of a
Netflix series, but even as journalists
praised the book, they failed to feature heras
a pundit. Kerri Arsenault’s “Mill Town,” a
memoir-history of a small town in Maine,
wasreviewed, but again, her expertise didn’t
appear in mainstream political commen-
tary.

Worst of all, when historian Steven Stoll’s
masterful history of Appalachia, “Ramp
Hollow,” was published in 2017, the New York
Times allowed Vance himself to review it; he
criticized Stoll’s “polemical” views of the
market economy and dismissed the author
as “earnest.”

The voices of Black historians were large-
lyignored, because Black voters of a certain
kind were being ignored. Historian Blair LM
Kelley published “Black Folk: The Roots of
the Black Working Class” last fall, linking the
Black working class to America’s history of
slavery. It received scant media attention.
Joe William Trotter’s “Workers on Arrival:
Black Labor in the Making of America” suf-
fered a similar fate, although it earned aca-
demic awards.

Ironically, before he abandoned his dis-
trust of Trump and joined the right-wing-
fringe circus, even Vance thought the media
had gotten it wrong in various ways.

The news media must not fail the work-
ing class again. The stakes are too high.
Trump has made clear his desire to disman-
tle the authority of the federal government,
turn social policy over to Christian national-
ists and take away any regulation of indus-
tries that contribute to climate change or
that devastate communities and land
through extractive practices such as frack-
ing.

But I'm not optimistic that critics and
journalists have learned much since the de-
bacle of 2016.

When Barbara Kingsolver’s novel “De-
mon Copperhead” came out in October
2022, I described the book’s perspective as
pitying toward the people of Appalachia
while also intimating that “falling into drug
abuse, rejecting education, and ‘clinging’ to
their ways are moral choices that keep them
in their dire circumstances. Appalachia be-
comes theregion ofthe damned.”

But “Demon Copperhead” received near-
universal rave reviews and won the Pulitzer
Prize for fiction.

The privileged class learned all the wrong
lessons from Vance’s book, if they learned
anything fromit. I hope more journalists will
dobetternowthathe and Trump are headed
for the ballot as a package deal.

LorRAINE BERRY is a writer and criticin
Eugene, Ore. @BerryFLW
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Summer camp costs rise, parents priced out

[Summer, from Ail]
ment.

“Financially, it just is so
hard,” Dang said. “I feel like
some of these camps take
advantage of the fact that
parents ... don’t have anoth-
er option.”

Dang’s situation reflects
the patchwork of summer
camps, friendly favors, time
off and leeway at work that
parents weave together —
often at a high cost. Two-
thirds of children under 12 in
Californialiveinahousehold
where all parents work, ac-
cording to 2022 data.

The stress-provoking
scramble is compounded by
high demand and inflation
that have pushed summer
care expenses to an all-time
high. A week of camp costs
$530 on average in Califor-
nia, up nearly 18% from 2022,
according to data from
camp marketplace Activity-
Hero.

And unless money is no
object, options are often
scarce. Free and low-cost
programs provided by
schooldistricts and cities ar-
en’t open to everyone, and
spots are limited. Plus, drop-
off and pick-up times can
vary at camps, upending
schedules as parents figure
out whether they can dash
out of work a bit early or rely
on friends for help.

“There’s this very obvi-
ous gap between what work-
ing families really need for
their kids and the kinds of
services that we have avail-
able to them,” said Hailey
Gibbs, senior analyst for
early-childhood policy at the
Center for American Prog-
ress. “And we all sort of col-
lectively shrug our shoul-
ders and say, ‘Well, they’ll
figure it out.” And it really
just doesn’t work that way.”

Cost has been a big barri-
er for Marisa Pizano, who re-
duced her summer course
load at Cal State Channel Is-
lands and switched to online
classes in order to care for
her three children. The pre-
school her twin daughters
attend is closed during the
summer months. Summer
school at her son’s Fillmore
elementary campus ends at
noon and doesn’t span the
full break.

Even now, in these first
weeks of July, Pizano, 24, re-

T
vy

DANIA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times

TWO-THIRDS of California children under 12 live in a household where all parents work, leaving many struggling to secure childcare.

“There’s this
very obvious gap
between what
working families
really need for
their kids and
the kinds of
services that we
have available’

— HAILEY GIBBS, analyst

mains on the wait list at
Child Development Re-
sources of Ventura County, a
nonprofit that helps connect
families with child care, in
the hopes ofreceiving a state
voucher meant to supple-
ment the cost of summer
and after-school care for
low-income families. Last
time, her oldest son aged out
of the program before
Pizano was able to secure
help.

“It’s a huge process but
nearly impossible, it feels
like,” said Pizano, who re-
cently attended a Zoom ses-
sion with more than 200
other parents nearthe top of
the wait list.

Parents often must braid
together care arrangements
they consider to be of less-
than-ideal quality, which
can make things even more
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The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction
does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299
or visit this Internet Web site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file number assigned to this case 2023-00250-CA.
Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately

be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January 1, 2021,
pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “cligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match
the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed
the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date
of the trustee sale, you can call (877)-518-5700, or visit this internet website https://www.realtybid.com/, using the file number assigned to
this case 2023-00250-CA to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,”

you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to
purchase.

‘Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary

C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 https:/www.altisource.com/LoginPage.aspx

Date: July 11, 2024 Trustee Sale Assistant

difficult, Gibbs said.

And how a child spends
the months-long summer
stretch can affect academic
outcomes, according to
American University profes-
sor Taryn Morrissey, who
studies public policies for
children and families.

“It has short-term reper-
cussions in the classroom
come September, but it also
haslong-termrepercussions
foreducational attainment,”
Morrissey said. “It certainly
seems that children are
spending their time in really
different ways based on
what their families can af-
ford.”

Summer relief

California public schools
have received additional
state funding since 2021 to
help close the affordability
and access gap surrounding
summer care programs. At
districts such as LAUSD
and San Diego Unified,
many students can now
paint, play soccer, surf, learn
guitar orvisit the zoo for free
orlow cost.

The state gave districts
until September to either
use or lose the funds they
have been allocated so far—
money that must be spent
on care that prioritizes stu-
dents who are low-income,
English learners or in foster
care.

More than 1,600 districts,
charter schools and county
education offices are taking
advantage of the $4 billion in
Expanded Learning Oppor-
tunities Program funding to
offer 30 nine-hour days of
programming when school
is not in session for students
in transitional kindergarten
through sixth grade, accord-
ing to the California Depart-
ment of Education.

Some have chosen to
partner with community or-
ganizations to provide fur-
ther summer learning and
enrichment opportunities
both on- and off-school cam-
puses. Woodcraft Rangers,
which partners with LAUSD
aswell as other districts and
charter schools across L.A.
County, has seen exponen-
tial growth because of the

funding, expanding from a
few hundred participants in
2018 up t0 5,000 students this
summer, according to Chief
Executive Julee Brooks.

Being able to rely on the
free programming has been
ahuge help for Karen Gayles
of Baldwin Hills, whose son
attends a program run by
Woodcraft Rangers at 99th
Street Elementary in the
Los Angeles Unified School
District. Every day, the in-
coming first-grader plays
basketball, runs around the
track and spends time in the
library. Gayles can drop him
off as early as 7:45 a.m. and
pick him up at 6 p.m., with-
out having to change her
schedule.

“I really, really love the
vibe,” Gayles said. “They’ve
been extremely patient with
him.”

But the program runs
only until July 26. School
starts on Aug. 12. Gayles will
likely rely on her parents to
stepin.

San Diego Unified has
addressed the need for addi-
tional care by using Ex-
panded Learning Opportu-
nities Program fundstokeep
some camps going until the
week before school starts.
But the wait list is 400 stu-
dentslong.

Only districts with a high
proportion of underserved
families — which includes
LAUSD — must guarantee a
spot in the expanded learn-
ing program to all students.
San Diego Unified is consid-
ering testing a low-cost op-
tion next year to expand be-
yond the underserved fam-
ilies it’s required to pri-
oritize.

‘It’s just a mess.’
Thousands of L.A. fam-
ilies are desperate for low-
cost alternatives. But spots
at subsidized camps such as
those run by the parks de-
partment aren’t easy to se-
cure. This year, the camps
are serving 6,300 kids per
week across 124 recreation
centers. Families earning
less than $91,000 pay a subsi-
dized rate of $25 per week for
each child at select sites.
Families who make more

can still secure a spot, but at
slightly higher rates, said
Chinyere Stoneham, the as-
sistant general manager of
the recreational services
branch.

This year — like most
years — the website crashes
on sign-up day. That’s why
Dang’s family took no
chances and went to the
park to register in-person,
despite the hours-long line.

Because of website con-
fusion, Rachel Ceasar
couldn’t secure all of the
spots she wanted. Her
daughter ended up on a wait
list this year, causing Ceasar
to pay $250 for a more expen-
sive camp. By the time she
got off the wait list, it was too
late.

“It was, it’s just a mess,”
Ceasar said.

Nabbing spots in sum-
mer programs run by the
Boys and Girls Club isn’t
easy either, according to one
Canoga Park mother who
works as a nanny but strug-
gles to find care for her own
child. She asked that her
name not be used to protect
her privacy. She wasrelieved
that her daughter, who turns
11 this month, got preference
when enrolling in the free
program run through
LAUSD since she had par-
ticipated init before.

When camp concludes at
the end of July, she will take a
few unpaid days off. Then
her daughter will likely
spend some time both at her
former daycare — where
she’ll be the oldest child —
and at home alone while the
mother keeps an eye on her
through security cameras.

“You figure out whatever
you can do to handle it, and
it is what it is,” the mother
said. “We’re basically grasp-
ing at straws because there
aren’t that many programs
available.”

This article is part of The
Times’ early childhood
education initiative, focus-
ing onthelearning and de-
velopment of California chil-
dren from birth to age 5. For
more information about the
initiative and its funders, go
tolatimes.com/earlyed.
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DANIA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times

STUDENTS play a game in the library at Monte Vista Street Elementary as part
of a free summer program offered by the Loos Angeles Unified School District.



s $$05 Angeles Gimes s

CALIFORNIA

WEDNESDAY,JULY 17,2024 #* LATIMES.COM/CALIFORNIA

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

DELAYS and legal challenges have plagued the Venice Dell project since its initial 2022 approval. Advocates now seek to force city action.

enice homeless housing blocked

A lawsuit alleges that L.A. city officials are violating fair housing laws by stalling a
planned affordable development in a wealthier, predominantly white neighborhood

By LiaAM DILLON

Advocates for low-in-
come housing sued the city
of Los Angeles this week, ac-
cusing City Councilmember
Traci Park, City Atty. Hydee
Feldstein Soto and other of-
ficials of violating fair hous-
ing laws by blocking a pro-
posed affordable housing
development in Venice.

The project, known as
Venice Dell, includes 140
units of housing for low-in-
come and formerly homeless
residents on what’s now a
city-owned parkinglot along
the neighborhood’s famed
canals. Plans for the housing
beganin 2016 and the city ap-
proved an agreement with
nonprofit developers Venice
Community Housing and
Hollywood Community
Housing Corp. to move for-

ward in the summer of 2022.

But the development has
stalled amid legal action tak-
en by nearby community
groups and, according to the
newly filed lawsuit, the ef-
forts of Park, whorepresents
the area, and Feldstein Soto.
Both city officials opposed
Venice Dell while running for
office.

“Councilmember Traci
Park and City Attorney
Hydee Feldstein Soto, act-
ing on animus against the
Project and the chronically
homeless, disabled, and
Black and Brown Angelenos
it would house, have pur-
sued a number of backdoor
strategies to thwart and ob-
struct Venice Dell,” the com-
plaint said.

Among the alleged ac-
tions cited in the complaint
were city officials cutting off

[See Venice, B4]
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MEMBERS of the Coalition for Human Rights call on city leaders to advocate for
the homeless, who they feel are being criminalized and displaced from Venice.

Senator, you’re no hillbilly: Where ].D. Vance falls short

GUSTAVO ARELLANO

Fromthe moment I
learned about hillbillies
asachild, Iwas en-
tranced.

Good oI’ boys and
girls born high up in the
mountains? That’s my
parents. People who
moved from rural towns
to metro areas in search of a better
life? Story of both sides of my family.
Working-class? My upbringing.

Lovers of things — food, fashion,
music, diction, parties — that polite
society ridiculed? Yee-haw! Stub-
bornly clinging to their ancestral
lands and ways? iAjua!

Ilearned tolove bourbon, blue-
grass, “Hee Haw” reruns and Jeff
Foxworthy’s “You Might Be a Red-
neckif...” series. As an adult, I drove
through the small towns of central
and eastern Kentucky and Tennes-
see, feeling at home in areas even my
white friends warned wouldn’t take
kindly to “my type.” Imight not have

outwardly resembled the ’billies I
met — I’m acholo nerd, after all —
but we got along just fine, because
they were my brothers and sisters
from anothermadre.

That’s why I was intrigued when
J.D. Vance’s memoir, “Hillbilly
Elegy,” was released in 2016. From
what I heard about it, the familial
dysfunction, generational poverty
and inherent fatalism that Vance
overcame were similar to the pa-
thologies of my own extended clan.
The up-from-bootstraps message

he preached in interviews was what
my parents had always taught, and
what I still subscribe to. Vance’s
critique of conspicuous consump-
tion among the pooris something
everyone should consider.

But the parallels between the
clean-cut Vance and me only went
so far. He was a Yale Law graduate
and venture capitalist, whileI'm a
community college kid who chose a
dying profession. He was farre-
moved from his roots, while I experi-

[See Arellano, B2]

$25-million gift to UCLA history department

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times
“THIS gift will ensure that students and faculty have ample resources and oppor-
tunities to study the past,” said Meyer Luskin, shown with his wife, Renee.

his wife, fellow UCLA alum

Meyer Luskin Renee Luskin, have given
. close to $200 million to their
SWl.tCh.Cd out of thC. alma mater over the years.
major in 1940s, fearing ghe historz1 qegﬁrj:nlnlent will

. e renamed in their honor.

laCk Of]Ob pl‘OSpCCtS. “We believe the study of
- history is vital in creating in-
By VERONICA formed participants in a vi-
ROSEBOROUGH brant democratic society,”
Meyer Luskin said. “This gift

AsaUCLAstudentinthe will ensure that students

1940s, Meyer Luskin decided
he could not make a living
with a history degree. Today,
the economics graduate
pledged $25 million to the
history department in hopes
ofinspiring current students
to choose the path he did
not.

This gift is the single larg-
est donation the depart-
ment and the UCLA Social
Sciences Division have re-
ceived. The Southern Cali-
fornia business leader and

and faculty have ample re-
sources and opportunities
to study the past, which will
allow them ... further under-
standing of the present in

service to the public good.”
The donation comes at a
pivotal moment for history
scholarship. Since 2017, 120
states have passed
legislation reshaping the
way schools are allowed to
teach about race and gen-
der. Meanwhile, some uni-
[See Luskins, B5]

Newsom
S1ZNS
student
gender

info bill

New law prohibits
policies that require
teachers to notify
parents of changes.

By MACKENZIE MAYS

SACRAMENTO — Gov.
Gavin Newsom signed a bill
on Monday that prohibits
mandating that teachers
notify families about stu-
dent gender identity
changes, capping a yearlong
battle between conservative
school boards concerned
about parental rights and
LGBTQ+ activists worried
about vulnerable youths.

The new law shields
teachers from retaliation for
supporting transgender stu-
dent rights and prohibits
K12 “forced disclosure”
rules. It comesinresponseto
school board decisions in
some red pockets of Califor-
nia to notify parents if their
child changes their name or
pronouns, or if students re-
quest to use facilities or par-
ticipate in programs that
don’t match their gender on
official records.

The bill would also re-
quire the California Depart-
ment of Education to offer
resources to parents and
students about how to
“manage conversations
about gender and identity
privately.”

Attempts at gender noti-
fication policies, includingin
school districts in Chino Val-

[See Students, B2]

VA housing
policy hurts
disabled

veterans,
judge rules

Income limits exclude
some whose injuries
qualify them for larger
monthly benefits.

By Douag SMITH

The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs discriminates
against disabled veterans by
outsourcing constructionon
its West Los Angeles cam-
pus, rendering some ineligi-
ble for housing because their
incomes are too high, a fed-
eral judge hasruled.

The outside housing de-
velopers rely on tax credit fi-
nancing that includes in-
come eligibility require-
ments. The government
compensation that veterans
receive based on the severity
of their injuries counts as in-
come, excluding those who
need housing the most, the
plaintiffs in a class action
lawsuit argue.

On Sunday in a partial
summary judgment in the
lawsuit, U.S. District Judge
David O. Carter wrote that
the outsourcing “facially dis-
criminates against veterans
based on their disabilities.”
Carter said he would hear
evidence at a later date to
determine the appropriate
remedy.

The plaintiffs’ lead attor-
ney, Mark Rosenbaum of
Public Counsel, said the rul-
ing has national significance
because the VA follows the
same practice at its facilities
across the country of work-
ing with third-party con-
tractors who rely on sources
of capital that require them
to set income limits for

[See Veterans, B5]

SPORTS ON THE BACK: UCLA volleyball coach Speraw going for gold in Paris. B10
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RFK assassination’s long shadow still looms large

Debate about its effect
on course of history
resonates in aftermath
of attack on Trump.

By SHELBY GRAD

Political violence can
cast an oppressively long
shadow — as Los Angeles
knows only too well.

It was here, on June 5,
1968, that Robert F. Kennedy
was shot at the Ambassador
Hotel after being named the
winner of the California
presidential primary.

The killing was captured
by television cameras, which
made the horror even worse
as it was replayed over and
over. Kennedy’s killing sent
Los Angeles into deep
mourning; for days, the
young progressive had tra-
versed the city, devoting at-
tention to Black and Latino
communities that politi-
cians often passed over.

For some people, the
most painful photos were
not of the Killing itself but of
the somber scenes outside
Good Samaritan Hospital,
where hundreds converged
in darkness for a vigil for
RFK that turned into a
death watch.

The next morning, the
crowds swelled into the
thousands as his body was
taken by hearse from the
hospital to Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport.

Time marched on. The
grand Ambassador — a
Wilshire Boulevard land-
mark that never got past the
notoriety of that night —was
torn down to make way for a
learning complex in RFK’s
memory complete with a
Judy Baca mural.

Sirhan Sirhan —who had
written a manifesto three
weeks before stating that
“Kennedy must be assassi-
nated June 5, 1968” — was
sent to prison, where he has
remained despite his at-
tempts at parole and de-
bunked theories that he was
not the real killer (including
some shared by RFK’s
son, presidential candidate
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.).

But for some, there has
been no moving on.

Juan Romero, the Am-
bassador Hotel busboy who
cradled a dying Robert F.
Kennedy, struggled for dec-
ades. He told Times col-
umnist Steve Lopez that he
“always dreaded when June
was coming up.”

“On far too many nights
he lay awake wondering if
Kennedy would still be alive
if he hadn’t paused to shake
a busboy’s hand,” Lopez
wrote in 2016. By then, Rom-
ero said the fog of guilt and
terror was beginning to lift.
He died in 2018. Maria
Shriver, RFK’s niece, told
Lopez at the time: “God
bless him. It’s kind of hard to
know why someone gets put
into a situation that they’re
locked in forever.”

There has been much dis-
cussion over the decades
about how RFK’s Killer al-
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SEN. Robert F. Kennedy, flanked by wife Ethel and
Democratic leader Jesse Unruh, was shot after a
speech at L..A.’s Ambassador Hotel on June 5, 1968.

BORIS YARO Los Angeles Times

JUAN ROMERO, the busboy who cradled a dying
RFK, struggled for decades to cope. He told The
Times he “always dreaded when June was coming up.”

tered the course of history.
Had Kennedy lived, would
he have been the Demo-
cratic nominee? Would he
have beaten Republican
Richard Nixon, gotten the

U.S. out of the Vietham War
quicker and slowed the con-
servative rise in America
with his focus on youth and
progressivism?

California ended up vot-
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ing for Nixon, and the assas-
sination left the state’s
Democrats despondent.
“Most of what I did that
summer was sit around and
cry and drink — and I didn’t
cry much,” legendary Demo-
cratic powerhouse Jesse
“Big Daddy” Unruh later
recalled.

The events in Butler, Pa.,
leave their own questions.
Donald Trump survived.
But the gunman came
shockingly close and left the
nation stunned.

How will this latest act of

political violence change the
course of history?

The early pundits predict
it will probably make our
politics even more toxic. And
the last few days have not
been encouraging.

But history has a strange
way of defying the conven-
tional wisdom.

RFK’s grave at Arlington
National Cemetery contains
some of his words that might
help us now:

What we need in the
United States is not divi-
sion; what we need in the
United States is not hatred;
what we need in the United
States is not violence or law-
lessness; but love and wis-

dom, and compassion
toward one another.
Romero read those

words during a visit to Ken-
nedy’s grave site with Lopez
in 2010. He said it helped lift a
burden, at least alittle.

e

[Students, from Bi]

ley and Temecula, have
triggered lawsuits over stu-
dent privacy rights and have
drawn the ire of California
Atty. Gen. Rob Bonta, who
said they could cause “immi-
nent, irreparable harm” to
LGBTQ+ young people who
may not feel safe coming out
at home.

Since 2020, eight states,
including Indiana and Ten-
nessee, have passed school
gender notification policies,
according to the Movement
Advancement Project. Cali-
fornia is the first to outlaw
such policies at the local lev-
el.

The Democratic-con-
trolled Legislature passed
AB 1955 last month after a
fiery debate LGBTQ+
Democrats had with Repub-
licans who alleged the policy
aimed to drive a wedge be-
tween parents and their chil-
dren and was a governmen-
tal overstep.

Assemblymember Chris
Ward (D-San Diego), who

J.D. Vance is no hillbilly compared with many Latinos

[Arellano, from Bi]

ence mine nearly every
other weekend at family
parties. More important,
Vance cast himselfas an
extraordinary exception to
others from Appalachia,
describing 'billies as en-
cased in a toxic amber that
kept them from improving
theirlot and left them em-
bittered with a country that
has moved on without them.

My Mexican hillbilly
family never had time to
whine and mope.

My parents’ generation
found blue-collar jobs,
bought homes and are now
retired and enjoying the
fruits of their blood, sweat
and tears. Most of my cous-
ins got white-collar jobs or
joined the public sector.
Their children are going
straight to four-year uni-
versities.

We allmade it in a society
that never gave us a hand-
out and that wanted us to
fail, embracing it as ours
even as we hung on to our
rancho traditions. Even
Vance expressed admira-
tion for our trajectory, writ-
ing in “Hillbilly Elegy” that
white Appalachians wallow
in pessimism, unlike Latino
immigrants, “many of
whom suffer unthinkable
poverty.”

Inever got around to
reading all of Vance’s mem-
oir — it seemed like poverty
porn for the elite he now
belonged to.Idid read his
stream of essays for liberal
publications explaining why
working-class whites were
so enthralled with Donald

MATT ROURKE Associated Press

J.D. VANCE, the vice presidential candidate of “Hill-
billy Elegy” fame, forgets that the bootstrap mental-
ity means not blaming others for your circumstances.

Trump, aman he would go
onto calla“fraud,” “a moral
disaster,” “cultural heroin,”
“reprehensible” and a “cyni-
cal a—hole” who might turn
into “America’s Hitler.” I
appreciated that Vance
didn’t blame immigration
for America’s supposed
decline as much as other
right-leaning pundits did,
and that he even called out
Trump for his rank racism.

What a difference run-
ning for office makes. In
2022, Vance sought a U.S.
Senate seat as a Trump-
worshiping xenophobe.
What changed his mind?

Mexicans.

“Areyouaracist?”a
now-bearded Vance cheerily
asked in a commercial re-
leased for his campaign. “Do
you hate Mexicans?”

“The media” maligned
“us” with those charges, he
said — “us” meaning those
who supported Trump’s
border wall. He went on to
claim that unchecked mi-

gration under the Biden
administration was “Killing
Ohioans” with “illegal drugs
and Democratic voters
pouring into this country.”
Vance ended his 30-second
spot by blaming the “poison
coming across the border”
for nearly killing his mother,
whose struggles with drug
addiction he’d documented
in his memoir and in a Net-
flix film of the same name.

The commercial made
California Gov. Pete
Wilson’s infamous “They
Keep Coming” 1994 reelec-
tion ad seem as pro-Mexi-
can as ataco truck. Many
Latinos immediately ridi-
culed Vance’s campaign
gambit as the “woe is me”
blamefest that it was. But it
worked: Trump endorsed
him, he won, and he has
continued his anti-Mexican
crusade ever since.

Last year, the senator
introduced a bill seeking to
establish English as the
official national language.

He has endorsed the use of
American military forces to
go after drug cartelsin
Mexico, and has opposed
amnesty forimmigrantsin
the U.S. illegally as well as
federally funded healthcare
for DACA recipients. Last
week, Vance supporters
received a fundraising plea
that called for the deporta-
tion of “every single person
who invaded our country
illegally.”

Now, he is Trump’s
choice for vice president.

Trump has long made
clear that he wants nothing
but lickspittles surrounding
himin a second adminis-
tration. He also wants
someone young enough to
implement Trumpism in all
branches of American life
and government for dec-
ades to come. Who better
than a 39-year-old white guy
from Ohio? Trump is look-
ing toward the future by
choosing Vance — but
through alensreflecting the
gringo past.

Long considered a bell-
wether state essential for
any successful presidential
run, Ohio is also an anoma-
ly. White people, who make
up 58% of the U.S. popula-
tion, are 77% of residents in
the Buckeye State. Ohio
under-indexes for African
Americans and Asian
Americans, but especially
Latinos — we’re nearly 20%
of this country’s population
but just 5% of Ohioans.

Vance’s job is to cam-
paign for Trump in Rust
Belt swing states, arguing
for a defense of whiteness

against the browning of
America. Neither man will
explicitly admit that’s what
they’re doing — how can
they be anti-immigrant
when Trump is married to
animmigrant and Vance’s
wife was born to Indian
immigrants?

But the proof was visible
Monday, on opening night of
the GOP convention. Not a
single Latino sat in Trump’s
VIP section. All three Lat-
inos who spoke propped
themselves up, Vance-like,
as exemplars of their com-
munity and thus worth
paying attention to. The
most prominent one, Goya
Foods Chief Executive Bob
Unanue, spent his five min-
utes trashing open borders
and making fun of Vice
President Kamala Harris’
first name in Spanish, a joke
that fell flat because few in
the GOP convention audi-
ence hablan espanol.

Maybe Trump’s advisors
think that Vance’s back-
ground and life story will
appeal to Latinos in swing
stateslike Nevada and
Arizona, especially inlight
of recent polls showing that
Latino antipathy against
illegal immigration is higher
thanit’s been in decades.

But part of the bootstrap
mentality is to not blame
others for your circum-
stances. And Vance has
plenty of blame to go
around. In “Hillbilly Elegy,”
he faulted Appalachian
culture for keeping his peo-
ple down. He now insists
that it’s actually his fellow
elites who have destroyed
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Newsom signs bill
to shield student
gender identity info

authored the bill, said that
teachers are not meant to be
“the gender police” and that
the newlaw does not intrude
on the parent-child relation-
ship.

“Politically motivated at-
tacks on the rights, safety,
and dignity of transgender,
nonbinary, and  other
LGBTQ+ youth are on the
rise nationwide, including in
California,” Ward said in a
statement. “As a parent, I
urge all parents to talk to
their children, listen to
them, and love them uncon-
ditionally for who they are.”

One of the opponents of
the legislation said it
stripped authority from lo-
cally elected school officials
and took away the ability of
parents to stay informed
about their kid’s education
and well-being.

“AB 1955 is an outrageous
attempt to keep parents in
the dark while schools in-
doctrinate kids with radical
gender ideology,” said
Harmeet Dhillon, chief exe-
cutive and founder of the
Center for American Liber-
ty.

This is not the first
time that Newsom has
waded into local school af-
fairs.

Last year, he signed a law
that fines school districts
that ban textbooks portray-
ing LGBTQ+ people and
other historically margin-
alized groups.

The legislation came af-
ter Newsom went head to
head with a conservative
school board in Riverside
County over opposition to
lessons portraying gay
rights icon and slain San
Francisco politician Harvey
Milk.

the United States. Mexico,
Vance now says, is the rea-
son his mother and too
many others became ad-
dicted to opioids. Thereis
no concept of personal
responsibility in Vance’s
worldview — orin Trump’s,
for that matter.

Vance is a classic exam-
ple of aconvenenciero —
someone who goes through
life with no principles other
thanto get ahead, and no
loyalty to a community
other than his own. Hillbil-
lies of all backgrounds
loathe such pendejos, which
is why nearly all of my
Southern friends ridiculed
“Hillbilly Elegy” and warned
the liberals enamored with
it that they were propping
up afalse prophet.

Now, Vance has a very
good chance of becoming
the second-most-powerful
personinthe United States
— courtesy of Trump, the
undisputed king of false
prophets. Heaven help us
all.
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Sexual
harassers

at CSU
targeted

Newsom signs bill
requiring clear school
policies after a string
of mishandled cases.

By COLLEEN SHALBY

The California State Uni-
versity system will be re-
quired to establish clear poli-
cies and guidelines for how
sexual harassment cases are
investigated and tracked
under a bill Gov. Gavin New-
som signed Monday.

The new law obligates the
23-campus network toimple-
ment recommendations
from a 2023 state audit that
examined how officials inves-
tigated and tracked com-
plaints at the nation’s largest
public four-year university
system following outcry over
the failure to properly handle
sexual misconduct cases
across multiple campuses.

Lawmakers requested
the audit in 2022 after Los
Angeles Times investiga-
tions revealed inconsisten-
cies and breakdowns in how
officials responded to stu-
dent and faculty sexual mis-
conduct and retaliation com-
plaints. The audit found a
lack of oversight by the chan-
cellor’s office, which oversees
the system, and said officials
did not properly document
or investigate sexual harass-
ment accusations. It alsorec-
ommended the chancellor’s
office implement the roughly
two dozen reforms by this
July. Lawmakers questioned
whether the CSU would
make changes without the
Legislature’s oversight dur-
ing a hearinglast year.

The CSU will now be re-
quired to follow through on
last year’s recommendations
that include the devel-
opment of clear guidelines
for investigations, an estab-
lished policy to track com-
plaints and a policy to ad-
dress cases of wrongdoing
that do not meet the sexual
harassment threshold.

“The CSU shares the leg-
islators’ interest in ensuring
all students and employees
across our 23 universities are
protected from discrimi-
nation and harassment. It is
one of our highest priorities,”
spokesperson Amy Bentley-
Smith said in a statement.

“We have embraced the
recommendations set forth
in the state audit and in the
report by Title IX legal ex-
perts Cozen O’Connor. We
are actively working to meet
and where possible exceed
the recommendations and
become a national leader in
building a culture of care and
trust through greater train-
ing and consistent and com-
passionate practices for han-
dling and resolving com-
plaints.”

Assembly Bill 1790 was in-
troduced by Assemblymem-
bers Damon Connolly (D-
San Rafael) and Mike Fong
(D-Alhambra).

“This legislation will en-
sure that survivors are
heard, perpetrators are held
accountable, and our educa-
tional institutions uphold
the highest standards of jus-
tice and support,” Connolly
said in a statement. “By
strengthening protections
against sexual assault and
sexual harassment, we can
make our California State
Universities safer for stu-
dents and faculty by ensur-
ing that allegations of sexual
harassment are not wrong-
fully dismissed.”

A 2022 Times investiga-
tion found that the CSU paid
$600,000 to settle a claim with
a Sonoma State provost who
alleged retaliation by the
campus president after she
reported sexual harassment
allegations against the presi-
dent’s husband. The chan-
cellor’s office did not investi-
gate the claims. Both the
president and the presi-
dent’s husband, who are no
longer at the university, pre-
viously denied wrongdoing.

Other investigations
found breakdowns in how
the California Maritime
Academy handled allega-
tions of sexual harassment
against women and trans-
gender students. Times re-
porting also found inconsis-
tencies in how the CSU docu-
mented complaints.

The bill follows a law that
went into effect this year re-
quiring CSU to publicly dis-
close the outcome of sexual
harassment complaints and
investigations.

American Climate Corps’ inaugural class

California’s members
are managing
wildfires, installing
solar panels and more.

By NoAH HAGGERTY

At the start of summer,
the White House swore in
more than 9,000 members of
the inaugural class of the
American Climate Corps.
The corps members are now
serving across the country
stifling wildfires, helping
farms adapt to climate
change, installing solar pan-
els, conserving the country’s
wildlands and, of course,
helping climate organiza-
tions create some “hip” In-
stagram content.

“Climate is the exist-
ential crisis of our time.
Young people understand
that,” said Josh Fryday, Cali-
fornia’s chief service officer.
“This is not an academic is-
sue, and I think there’s a
growing and real thirst for
people to want to be part of
the solution.”

Inspired by Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Civilian Conser-
vation Corps, the program
aims to empower the next
generation to tackle global
warming and its conse-
quences by creating climate-
focused career paths and fo-
cusing on historically ne-
glected communities.

Instead of starting from
scratch, the White House
welcomed existing conser-
vation and climate service
organizations around the
country into the ACC, in-
cluding AmeriCorps and the
California Climate Action
Corps.

For those who have
joined the corps, it’s an op-
portunity to satisfy aneed to
act during a crisis they view
as existential, join a national
community of like-minded
individuals and start a ca-
reer at a time young people
find doing so exceedingly
difficult.

Here are a few California
corps members and their
stories:

Michelle Carranza, 34,
gets to work at 5:30 a.m. on
installation days. The sum-
mers near Sacramento are
hot, and no one wants to in-
stall solar panels under the
midday sun. As a member of
GRID Alternatives’ Solar-
Corps, Carranza has spent
the past year working with a
dynamic team learning ev-
ery step of solar installation,
from design, to wiring, to
“slapping glass” — actually
putting the panels on the
roof.

Carranza is always work-
ing with new people. “It’s ac-
tually really great, because
you always learn so much,”
she said.

It’s not the career she ex-
pected — Carranza earned
an associate’s degree to be a
firefighter and completed all
the training she needed to
start. But then an injury put
the dream on ice. Her sister
planned to take a five-week
crash course in installing so-
lar, so Carranza decided to
join her. The class inspired
her to get more involved, so
she applied for the 1I-month
SolarCorps program.

After her term ends in
August, she wants to help
teachthevery class that first
got her into the industry —
and she wants to become a
certified electrician. “I never
would’ve thought I would
get interested in that,” she
said. Whenever the opportu-
nity to learn construction
and power tool skKills arose,
the men in her life would al-
ways jump in to do it. So
working with her hands in
the SolarCorps, “it was
pretty empowering, espe-
cially being a woman in the

KEVIN L1U

ANA COBARRUBIAS works with food scraps at LA Compost. She collects them
from residents and distributes the resulting compost to farms and gardens.

CAIFEN SMITH

TAYLOR VIVONA, right, plants trees, teaches urban forestry and runs tree edu-
cation walks as an American Climate Corps member at Tree San Diego.

LAUREN DE TERRA

SARAH THAIS educates the public on fire safety.
Goats “can definitely clear an area pretty quick.”

GRID Alternatives

MICHELLE CARRANZA had planned on a fire-
fighting career. She’s now in the SolarCorps program.

field.”

Carranza attended the
swearing in of the first class
of the ACC in June. She be-
lieves the ACCis bigger than
just environmental justice —
it’s about giving back to ev-
eryone in every community.
“You're not just looking at
this as a temporary thing ...
thisis a way oflife,” she said.
“When we recently did our
pledge ... it got us feeling
even more grounded in our
beliefs. We really do feel like

we’re making a difference.”

Ana Cobarrubias, 26,
said her cohort of fellows
“definitely brought a differ-
ent vibe” to LA Compost’s
communications. Cobarru-
bias is responsible for a few
of the nonprofit’s Instagram
reel hits, including a parody
of the “Full House” title
sequence to recruit new
ACC members and a Nicho-
las Cage and Pedro Pascal
meme as a love letter to a

freezer full of food scraps.

Growing up in the inner
city, Cobarrubias didn’t go
to national parks as a kid —
and there wasn’t any envi-
ronmental education out-
side of the water cycle — but
she always loved getting out-
side any way she could. After
a mentor at Santa Monica
College helped her break
into the world of environ-
mental action, she found LA
Compost on Instagram.

She’sbeen with the group
for two years now, tabling at
farmer’s markets around
the city, helping manage
some of the organization’s
compost hubs, and bringing
compost to community gar-
dens and farms in the area.
“They’ve very much nur-
tured my confidence in this
field, and I feel like I have a
lot more skills now because
of the fellowship,” she said.

During the hours on end
at the farmers market booth
or compost hubs, Cobarru-
bias has gotten to better
know the people of South
L.A., where she grew up.
They’ll tell her about their
weekend plans, the trials
and tribulations of their own
composting experiments at
home, or how they used to
compost in theirhome coun-
tries. The experience has
also given her an opportuni-
ty to learn environmental
terminology in Spanish,
which she speaks conversa-
tionally with her mom, who
grew up in Honduras.

Dare she step away from
the farmers market for a
week, “People will be like,
‘Hey, where’s Ana? Where
did she go?’ ” she said. “I'm
like, ‘Aw, you guys miss me.””

Now officially part of the
ACC, “I’'m so honored,” said
Cobarrubias, who started in
the California Climate Ac-
tion Corps during its inau-
gural year. “I’'ve seen all the
work that all the fellows have
done all over the state ... If
this is happening in the
state, and we’re able to repli-
cate this in the country, that
just makes me really hope-

ful.”

Sarah Thais, 28, has had
todressup as Wildfire Ready
Raccoon quite a few times to
help teach elementary
schoolers about wildfire
safety. At Butte County Fire
Safe Council up in Northern
California, Thais focuses on
community outreach,
whether that means run-
ning volunteer events to re-
move flammable brush (wit-
tily named “Doom the
Broom”), tabling at city fes-
tivals or giving presenta-
tions at schools.

“Ieven had afew teachers
say, T'vebeen working at this
school for however long, and
thisis the first time anyone’s
come in to talk about wild-
fire safety,” ” said Thais.

For Thais, the festivals
are a lot of fun. There’s
Johnny Appleseed Day,
Party in the Park and the
Paradise Grazing Festival: a
day to raise awareness for
goat grazing as a method of
fire suppression (they like to
eat the dry, flammable
stuff). Its got it all: a herding
demonstration, goat merch,
apetting zoo and goat yoga.

Thais has cared about
the environment from a
young age — her parents
took her to Yosemite when
she was just 4 years old. In
community college she dis-
covered a love for environ-
mental studies (thanksto an
amazing teacher) and trans-
ferred to Cal Poly Humboldt,
to earn abachelor’sinit.

Now, she’s working on her
master’s part time while
serving in the California Cli-
mate Action Corps. In it
from its beginning, she’s
watched the corps grow over
the past three years, and she
thinks it holds a lesson for
the ACC. “There’s going to
be bumps in the road — we
still hit bumps in this pro-
gram,” said Thais, “but get-
ting more people out there
who care about their com-
munities is really awesome.”

Taylor Vivona, 22, was in-
vited to President Biden’s
Earth Day announcement.
He received a vague call
from his director asking
whether he’d be able to “fly
somewhere.” A few days lat-
er, he was meeting with Bid-
en.

Vivona started at Tree
San Diego in September
2023 as amember of the Cali-
fornia Climate Action Corps,
where he works on a range of
projects from tree planting
to teaching urban forestry.

He’s also helped develop
a program called Tree Trek
to connect local residents
with their local trees and en-
courage them to advocate
for more trees in the city.
Vivona “emcees,” and one of
the staff’s certified arborists
talks about trees and biodi-
versity. “He has a little tidbit
about everything,” Vivona
said.

Born and raised in San
Diego, Vivona helped organ-
ize a climate change walkout
in high school, inspired by
climate activist Greta Thun-
berg’s protests. Along with
an environmental science
class, the experience drew
him into the world of climate
action and environmental
justice. He graduated with a
bachelors in environmental
studies, focusing on sustain-
ability, social justice and ur-
ban planning, and hopes to
make a career of it.

At the Earth Day an-
nouncement, Vivona met fu-
ture ACC members from all
over the country.

“It’s really validating and
comforting to see there’s so
many other people out there
who care,” he said. ‘It’s really
easy to get bogged down ...
it’sreally hard to find hope in
it, but moments like these,
it’s like, ‘OK, maybe we can
turn this around.””

Thief who stole Guy Fieri’s Lamborghini has been granted parole

Max Wade took the
car at17 and later shot
at a romantic rival.
He’s now 29.

BY KAREN GARCIA

A young man who was
convicted of stealing celebri-
ty chef Guy Fieri’s $200,000
Lamborghini and later
shooting into an occupied
vehicle has been granted
parole after serving about 11
years in prison.

Attheage of17, Max Wade
stole Fieri’s Lamborghini to
impress a girl and, months
later, attempted to shoot a

man who was dating that
same girl, crimes that led to
his 2013 sentence of 21 years
tolife in prison.

Wade, now 29, was found
guilty of commercial burgla-
ry and auto theft 11 years ago
after he rappelled from a
high window into British
Motors in San Francisco
where Fieri’s Lamborghini
was being repaired. At the
time of the 2011 robbery,
Wade didn’t know the car be-
longed to Fieri, according to
the SFGate.

Wade was also found
guilty of attempted murder
and firinga guninto anoccu-
pied vehicle in Mill Valley af-
ter he shot at a pickup truck
carrying the girl he was in-

fatuated with and her date.
Wade was riding a motor-
cycle during the incident
and the San Francisco
Standard reported that he
wasn’t aware that the girl
was in the vehicle at the
time. Neither person was in-
jured.

The State Board of Par-
ole’s decision to grant Wade
parole is pending a 120-day
review period.

After the shooting, au-
thorities found the stolen
Lamborghini, along with a
motorcycle and revolver
that was used in the shoot-
ing, in a Richmond storage
facility where Wade had
rented space, according to
the Mercury News.

Atthetime ofthe trial, Fi-
eri testified that he did not
know the teen and did not
give him permission to take
his car out of the San Fran-
cisco dealership.

At a July parole hearing,
Wade said he did not try to
kill the man in the pickup
truck out of jealousy, but be-
cause of an online confronta-
tion between the two a few
weeks earlier, according to
the Standard.

In 2021, a judge reduced
Wade’s sentence by 10 years
after Wade’s attorney peti-
tioned the judge to recon-
sider the sentence imposed
for Wade’s gun charges, the
Mercury News reported.

The State Board of Par-

ole did not immediately re-
spond to The Times’ request
for a statement on its deci-
sion to grant Wade parole.

During the parole hear-
ing, William Muniz, a parole
board commissioner, said
Wade had avoided “any seri-
ous violations during his
time in prison.” A clinician
also said Wade is a “moder-
ate-low” risk, according to
the Standard.

The Timesreached out to
Wade’s attorney, Tracy Lum,
for comment but did not re-
ceive aresponse before press
time.

Wade’s criminal past in-
cludes making and selling
fake IDs at 14 years old,
SFGate reported.
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Judith Franklin

January 22,1932 -
July 15, 2024

Judith Franklin, 92, of Los
Angeles, CA, passed away
on Monday, July 15, after
suffering from Alzheimer’s
for 14 years.

She was born in Bydgoszcz,
Poland, to the late Benjamin
and Chava Isch. In addition
to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her sister
Shulamit Katz.

Judith is survived by
her husband, Dr. Bernard
Franklin, whom she married
on December 31, 1961, son
Ron (Olga) Franklin, daughter
Sheri Franklin, grandsons
Daniel and Jacob Franklin,
brother llan Tamir (Susan),
three nephews, one niece,
and family and friends.

Judith was in the 1st IDF
female officer corps and
served as a 1st lieutenant for
3 years. She then worked as
an elementary school teacher
in Israel and, after immigrat-
ing to the US, as a Hebrew
school teacher. She became
a successful businesswoman,
running a video production
company from 1978-1984
and managing multiple
properties.

A graveside service will
be held Thursday, July 18, at
3 pm at Hollywood Forever
Cemetery, 6000 Santa Monica
Blvd. Hollywood.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Magen
David Adom or Alzheimer’s
Association.

Edward P. Griffin

Edward P. Griffin passed
away on July 4, 2024, at
the age of 82, in Newport
Beach, CA. He is survived
by his wife, Nadine Griffin,
of Newport Beach, CA, sons,
Patrick and Kevin (Denise),
daughter Kathleen (David),
grandchildren, Jessica,
Meghan, and Corey, and four
great-grandchildren. Edward
was greatly loved by his fam-
ily and those who knew him.
He will be missed, especially
on the front patio where he
offered songs, poetry, and
laughter. There will be a
celebration of life in the fall.

Sheldon Harvey
Shapiro

June 18, 1935 -
July 13, 2024

Sheldon Harvey Shapiro,
beloved husband, father,
grandfather, brother and
friend, passed away on July
13, 2024, after a brief illness.

Insurance Broker extraordi-
naire for 60 plus years, Shell
was dedicated to his family,
friends, boyhood cohorts, cli-
ents and USC Trojan football.

He is survived by his
wife of more than 50 years,
Andrea, daughter Jennifer,
grandchildren Jeremy and
Rebecca and his sister Sue.

May His Memory Be A
Blessing.

Marianne M.
Silverman
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Simi Valley 800-600-0076
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JulianHilman
April 1925 -
July 14, 2024

Julian Hilman age 99,
passed away peacefully
surrounded by family and
his best friend on July 14,
2024. Born in April 1925 to
Lithuanian and Latvian immi-
grant parents Max and Clara
(nee Dorfman), Julian grew
up in a modest apartment
above his parents’dry goods
store, helping out as soon as
he was able.

Were it up to Julian, he
would have spent every free
moment of his childhood
at the Central Public Library
in Philadelphia. Given his
love of reading, it was not
surprising he was tapped to
serve as editor of high school
newspaper, the Junta. Julian’s
love of learning and current
events carried through to his
final years. In fact, he could be
found each day at the kitchen
table combing through the
New York Times and LA Times
and clipping articles to share
with family and friends.

Soon after his 18th
birthday, in 1943, Julian was
drafted into military service,
testing into the Army Corps
Signal of Engineers. He served
in Guam with distinction.

Thanks to the GI Bill
for WWII veterans, Julian
earned his Bachelors degree
with honors in electronical
engineering from Penn State
University. This set him up
nicely for a 57-year career as
a reliability engineer work-
ing for Fairchild, McDonnell
Douglas, Bedek and the Israeli
Airforce, among others.

In 1958 Julian married Lois
Glick shortly after meeting in
the Catskills. They adopted
two children, Robert and
Judi, and raised them in the
Jewish faith. The family spent
four years living in Israel, and
those memories becamse
some of the most cherished
for the entire family.

Following his retire-
ment from Hughes Aircraft
Company in 1989, Julian
devoted himself to his second
career as a much-requested
substitute math and science
teacher.

Soon after the Watts Riots
in 1965, Julian and beloved
wife Lois became active in
the civil rights movement
in Palos Verdes, serving as
Board President of the local
civil rights chapter and com-
munity discussions with PV
and Watts and Wilmington
families. Julian’s devotion to
economic and racial justice
and a vibrant democracy
carried through to the end
of his days.

Dad'’s love for Lois (de-
ceased in 2002), children
Robert and Judi, and best
friend Dottie and her
daughters Erin and Dana had
no end. To his final days, Dad
told all of us he felt so lucky
and blessed.

Julian will be buried at
Green Hills Memorial Park in
Palos Verdes (27501 Western
Ave; Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
90275) on Thursday July 18
at 9:00 AM with a graveside
service. One night of Shiva
and a light meal will follow
in the evening (location
given at the cemetery and
in Congregation Ner Tamid
email). Julian will be dearly
missed. We celebrate his
memory in small gestures of
kindness and larger efforts to
make the world a better place
(Tikun Olam).

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be directed to
the Jewish Federation of Los
Angeles or a charity of your
choosing,

Lucille Adele
Hirschman

Mount Sinai Mem Parks -
H. Hills 800-600-0076

www.mountsinaiparks.org
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PATRICK BAXTER, 60, looks through his belongings by a homeless encampment, a block from where Venice
Dell is to be built. The lawsuit claims officials are using “backdoor strategies” to derail the 140-unit project.

Advocates push for housing progress

[Venice, from B1]

regular meetings with the
developers, requiring all
communication to be routed
through the city attorney’s
office and failing to sign off
on approvals needed before
Venice Dell could break
ground.

The lawsuit also faults
Mayor Karen Bass for defer-
ring to the council member
and not directing city offi-
cials to advance the project.

The plaintiffs are non-
profit progressive organiza-
tion LA Forward Institute, a
60-year-old homeless resi-
dent who lives in a motor
home in Venice, a Venice
homeowner and a Loyola
Law School professor who
was born in Venice. They’re
seeking a court order requir-
ing the city to move Venice
Dell forward.

The lawsuit, filed
Wednesday in Los Angeles
County Superior Court, al-
leges that by not allowing
Venice Dell to proceed, the
city is preventing the con-
struction of low-income
homes in a neighborhood
that’s wealthier and whiter
than the rest of the city and

therefore violating fair hous-
ing and equal protection
laws.

“As a city, we could be cre-
ating far more affordable
housing if only we weren’t
being obstructed at every
turn by people who don’t
think their part of town
needs to do their fair share,”
said David Levitus, execu-
tive director of LA Forward
Institute, at a news confer-
ence at the site Thursday.

Feldstein Soto and Park
did not respond to requests
for comment on the lawsuit
or the project. Clara Karger,
a Bass spokesperson, said
that the mayor was review-
ing the lawsuit, and pointed
to her efforts to expedite
permitting of affordable
housing.

“Mayor Bass continues to
support affordable housing
across the city,” Karger said.

In a July 1 response to a
letter sent by plaintiffs’ law-
yers, Chief Assistant City
Atty. John Heath said that
there were a number of
items both the developers
and city needed to address
before Venice Dell could go
ahead, including parking

agreements and an apprais-
al.

“The city has contin-
uously worked with [the de-
velopers] to identify a viable
path to help move [this]
project forward,” Heath
wrote. He added that the
plaintiffs’ allegations were
“unhelpful to this collabora-
tive process.”

The 2.7-acre Venice Dell
site is bisected by the canal
and each side of the project
is planned to have a three-
story apartment building
and multistory parking ga-
rage. Of the 140 units,
roughly half will be reserved
as supportive housing for
formerly homeless residents
and the other half, low-in-
come housing, including
some set aside for artists.
The project also will have re-
tail, restaurant and commu-
nity space and additional
parking.

Separately, L.A. County
Superior Court judges have
dismissed two lawsuits from
Venice neighborhood
groups that aimed to over-
turn the city’s approvals for
the project, one alleging
faulty environmental re-
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views and the other that the
city’s agreement with the de-
veloper was improper. The
environmental case is being
appealed.

Venice Community
Housing Co-Executive Di-
rector Becky Dennison said
that she’d hoped the court
rulings would spur the proj-
ect forward. But instead, she
said that at a meeting with
city officials last week, Ken
Husting, an executive with
the city’s transportation de-
partment, told her that the
city was recommending that
Venice Dell be redesigned to
change the layout for the
parking. When she asked
why, she said Husting told
her that “administrations
had changed since the proj-
ect’s approvals.”

Neither Husting, who is
on vacation, nor a trans-
portation department
spokesperson responded to
arequest for comment.

Dennison said that com-
plying with the request
would further stall the proj-
ect by at least two years, re-
duce the number of units
and require scrapping the
city’s existing approvals.

“It’s like a recommenda-
tion to start all over,” Denni-
son said.

As is, Dennison said, the
lack of action has delayed
her pursuit of financing for
the project, cost her $100,000
in interest payments on a
predevelopment loan and
prevented construction of
permanent homeless hous-
ing in a community with lit-
tle ofit.

“The folks that are sitting
on these streets, that’s the
biggest frustration,” Denni-
son said. “Yes, it’s a huge fi-
nancial commitment and a
lot of risk. But there were
promises made to folks in
this community.”

Although the city still
needs to sign off on the
ground lease and the other
applications, Dennison said
the biggest remaining hur-
dleis approval from the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission,
which is required because
thesiteisinthe coastal zone.
Dennison said the city also
has stalled in responding to
the commission’s questions
about Venice Dell.

Joshua Smith, a spokes-
person for the commission,
said that the agency was
continuing to work with the
cityon aplan.

“The prospect of a 100%
affordable housing project
at this location is a rare op-
portunity, and we would like
to bring this to a final vote as
soon as possible,” Smith
said.

The project has attracted
the attention of Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s administration.
In February, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development sent
the city a letter requesting
details on why the project
wasn’t advancing. A spokes-
person told The Times that
the department was con-
tinuing to monitor the situa-
tion.

Charles Rosin, a retired
television producer and
Venice resident who led the
neighborhood lawsuits
against the project, said that
the case filed by supporters
this week was an attempt to
coverup the developers’ own
problems, including secur-
ing financing. Rosin said the
district elected Park in part
because of her opposition to
Venice Dell in contrast with
her predecessor, Mike
Bonin, who backed the ef-
fort.

“The voters wanted a
changeinpolicy,” Rosin said.

Dennison said she is hop-
ing for Venice Dell to break
ground in 2026 and open in
2028.
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VA housing policy
is unfair to disabled
veterans, judge rules

[Veterans, from Bi]
housing.

In his partial summary
judgment, Carter also re-
jected the government’s mo-
tionto dismiss the case, reaf-
firming an earlier ruling that
the VA has “enforceable fi-
duciary duties to veterans”
under the 1888 deed that
transferred the property to
the federal government.

The decision amended a
tentative ruling Carter dis-
tributed before a July 9 hear-
ing in which he said that the
discrimination complaint,
like other issues in the case,
should be decided in a trial
set to begin Aug. 6.

Other issues remaining
fortrialinclude the veterans’
demand that the VA provide
thousands of units of addi-
tional housing on and near
the campus and their con-
tention that the VA has il-
legally leased portions of the
388-acre campus for activ-
ities that do not primarily
benefit veterans and their
families.

The plaintiffs in the class
action — some of whom live
in a tiny home village on the
VA campus — presented evi-
dence that they were pre-
vented from moving into
newly built or rehabbed
housing because their disa-
bility income exceeded the
limits set by the funding
sources. It is unknown how
many veterans qualify as
plaintiffs, Rosenbaum said.

One of the plaintiffs,
Deavin Sessom, a 100% disa-
bled Army veteran who re-
ceives medical care at the
VA, lives in the tiny home vil-
lage but has been rejected
for permanent housing be-
cause his disability compen-
sation and Social Security
combined exceed the eligi-
bility limit.

That limit varies from
building to building. In his
ruling, Carter gave an exam-
ple of a veteran receiving
$40,000 in benefits who
would be ineligible for an
apartment requiring an in-
come of no more than 30% of
the area’s median income, or
about $25,000.

Some buildings on the
VA campus have limits of
up to 60% of area median
income.

Carter concurred that
“the more disability benefits
that a veteran receives (i.e.,
the more disabled they are),
the higher their “income” is,
and the lesslikely they are to
receive housing on the
Grounds.”

“Defendants cannot out-
source discrimination,” he
wrote.

Rosenbaum said there
are three potential solu-
tions: The VA could build the
housing itself, subsidize the
housingto avoid income lim-
its or simply stop counting
disability compensation as
income.

Duringthe July 9 hearing,
attorneys for the Depart-
ment of Justice said the VA
does not have the authority
to build housing and would
require congressional ap-
proval to begin doing so. A
Department of Justice
spokesperson said the
agency had no comment on
theruling.

The lawsuitreprised an
earlier one that ended with a
2015 agreement by the VA to
build 1,200 units of housing
on the campus, with a com-
mitment to complete more
than 770 units by the end of
2022. Only 54 of those units
were completed by the dead-
line, and by September 2023,
only 233 were available.

The new lawsuit, filed in
November on behalf of the
veterans by Public Counsel,
the Inner City Law Center
and two private law firms, al-
leges that the VA has re-
neged onitsresponsibility to
veterans by contractingwith
the outside housing devel-
opers, Kicking off a process
that is time-consuming and
excludes some disabled vet-
erans because of the income
thresholds.

Construction is under-
way on 504 units, and 234
units are in pre-devel-
opment, with tens of mil-
lions of dollars in financing
commitments, according to
the Veterans Collective, a
team of housing developers
and service providers con-
tracted by the VA to build at
least 1,200 units on the cam-
pus.

“We hope this issue,
which is out of our control,
would not hinder our ability

Luskins give $25 million to UCLA

[Luskins, from Bl]
versities have moved to cut
their humanities programs
amid budget constraints
and declining enrollment.

With this donation, the
Luskins seek to maintain
the department’s role as a
national leader. Their funds
also will bolster initiatives
such as updating school cur-
riculum from Kkindergarten
through high school to in-
clude the experiences of
women and people of color.

Luskin said he hopes stu-
dents and the general public
will re-embrace the perspec-
tives that history can pro-
vide, rather than getting
caught up in the immediacy
of social media and misinfor-
mation.

“I want everyone to ap-
preciate the value of where
we’ve been, what’s hap-
pened, where [there] were
the mistakes and how we
can avoid repeating them,”
Luskin has said. “It’s going
to be a dangerous outcome if
people continue to get so
caught up in daily and tran-
sitory events without a true
vision of where we’ve been
and where we’re going.”

After graduating from
UCLA with a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics in 1949,
Luskin earned a master’s
degree from Stanford Uni-
versity and became a leader

to move forward,” the Veter-
ans Collective said in a state-
ment.

The Veterans Collective
supports legislation that
would undo a policy it con-
tends comes from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

Carter in December de-
nied the government’s first
motion to dismiss the case,
and in May certified the case
as a class action on behalf of
all homeless disabled veter-
ans with serious mental ill-
nesses or traumatic brainin-
juries.

The motion for summary
judgment, filed by the plain-
tiffs in May, argued that
there was no material dis-
pute that the income rules
block accesstothose mostin
need.

“The exclusion of fully
disabled veterans ‘who, by
their service, would most
benefit being in these units’
is manifestly unjust,” plain-
tiffs’ attorneys wrote.

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

RENEE AND MEYER LUSKIN are UCLA alumni.
Though he didn’t get a history degree, he continues to
see value in studying and learning about the subject.

in recycling and processing
food waste into animal feed
as president of Scope Indus-
tries.

He attributes his success
to a $30 scholarship that
UCLA awarded him to con-
tinue his studies after re-
turning from military serv-
icein World WarII.

Part of the couple’s most
recent gift will go toward
supporting graduate fellow-
ships. In this way, the
Luskins said, they hope to
continue giving other stu-
dents the same opportunity
to pursue education that
they had.

“We’ve seen value come
from the help we’ve given,”
Luskin said in an interview.
“We’ve spoken to so many
graduates who tell us with-
out the fellowships, without
the scholarships, they never
would have been able to at-
tend graduate school.”

Though he never finished
his history degree, Luskin
said he continues to see the
benefit in studying and
learning about history.

Before Scope Industries,
Luskin said, he worked as a
contract driller in Libya. Af-
ter spending a day with a
Libyan employee, helearned
that, if history repeated it-
self, the country’s adminis-
tration at the time would be
overthrown, putting the in-
dustry at risk.

“Sure enough, we left
there, and several years lat-
er, adictator came in ... and
he nationalized the oil in-
dustry,” Luskin recalled. “All
the American companies
and all the contractors lost

money and went broke, and I
was saved because I was in-
terested in history.”

It is that same philoso-
phy — applying historical
knowledge to contemporary
issues — that serves as the
foundation of the UCLA his-
tory department and the
programs this donation will
support.

“It’s my understanding
that so many historians do
their research and writing
for publishing within the
world of history,” Luskin
said. “What we’re hoping to
encourage is publishing the
results as they would apply
to current society, and trying
to, therefore, import facts or
conclusions to our existing
legislators.”

The Luskin Center for
History and Policy, created
with help from a $5-million
donation from the Luskins
in 2017 and furthered by the
recent donation, seeks to do
just that. By convening uni-
versity scholars, outside ex-
perts and government offi-
cials, the center puts out re-
portsthatlook at howissues
such as homelessness have
been addressed in the past
to offer alternative solutions
to current crises.

However, it’s not just
policymakers that these ini-
tiatives seek to address.

The Public History Ini-
tiative, which will also be
supported by this recent do-
nation, aims to teach under-
graduate students how to
write for a public audience.
It also places students in in-
ternships with community
partners where they can ex-

plore possible career paths
and experience firsthand
how history is applicable
outside of academia.

David Myers, director of
the Luskin Center for His-
tory and Policy, said study-
ing history helps students
understand how things
come to be, how they went
awry, and how to prevent
problems in the future. This
skill, Myers said, students
can take with them to any
profession.

“I really do believe there
is no door that history
doesn’t open, which is quite
different from some other
disciplines,” Myers said.
“Ours is a much more uni-
versal array of vocational
options which really enables
us to send students out into
the world with the capacity
not just to be effective work-
ers, but to be actively en-
gaged in civic life. That’s
the essential preconditionto
informed engagement in civ-
il society — having that
depth of historical perspec-
tive.”

The donation also will be
used to support the depart-
ment’s Why History Matters
series and the new Making
History in Los Angeles pro-
gram, both of which contrib-
ute to UCLA’s responsibility
to be an “illuminator of the
path from the past to the
present,” Myers said.

Myersadded thatlooking
to the past becomes increas-
ingly important when the
fate of democracy hangs in
the balance.

“It’s so terribly important
to be reminded of previous
periods in which we saw
great threats to democracy,”
Myers said. “We need to be
vigilant and alert to the
warning signs that allow for
the disintegration of a
democratic system into
something other than that.”

Luskin added that, if the
public isn’t informed, they
will be “fooled into some-
thing much worse than
democracy.” In that battle,
he said, universities are the
first line of defense.

It doesn’t matter
whether students major in
history, Luskin said, but he
encourages them to study it
nonetheless.

“That’s the important
lesson,” Luskin said. “Learn
who you are, who we are,
what our background is,
[and] how that would help
us get to someplace better.”
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Name Change

ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE
OF NAME

CASE NO.
24PSCP00251

Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):

Mary Elizabeth Campbell
1472 Morton Circle Apt
C, Claremont, CA. 91711
TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED:

Petitioner Mary Elizabeth
Campbell filed a petition
with this court for a
decree changing names
as follows:

Present Name

Mary Elizabeth Campbell
Proposed Name
Elizabeth Ann Valentino
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition

Name Change

should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: 09/20/2024

TIME: 8:30AM

DEPT: 06

ROOM: N/A

The address of the
court is: SUPERIOR

COURT OF CALIFORNIA
County of West Covina
Courthouse 1427 West
Covina Parkway, West
Covina, CA. 91790 A copy
of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week
for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: 07/01/2024

D. Stevenson-Sumner
Deputy

Published in the Los
Angeles Times 07/16/24,
07/23/24, 07/30/24,
08/06/24
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

7

So, | said, “You think th;
air is thin up here?

Well then, follow me!”

Has anyone ever told

ACYTK

you that you look like
a raccoon?
Are you really

SONON

a panda?
Do you eat
bamboo too?

CCEKH

e

)

YRACBB

HON

()

D

@

RUYYPS

THE SHAGGY-HAIRED
OX THAT WOULD RAMBLE

(| |

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

 ONINCESSANTLY WAS A --- |
Now arrange the circled letters
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Answer
here:

Jumbles:

Yesterday’s Answer:

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)
GOUGE STOOD FORBID SUDDEN
When “Lassie” went off the air on March 25,
1973, some viewers said — DOGGONE IT
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CENTRAL LOS ANGELES

SEC. 8 SUBSIDY (30% OF ADJUSTED INCOME) APT. COMPLEX
ACCEPTING PRE-APPLICATIONS FOR STUDIO APTS. W/FULL
KIT. 2 PERSON MAX PER APT. CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRE-
APP FORM. PRE-APP’S CAN BE REQUESTED OR RETURNED
IN PERSON, BY FAX, PHONE OR MAIL. CONTACT INFO: SCAT-
TERED SITES RENTAL OFFICE, 2263 W. ADAMS BLVD., LOS AN-
GELES, CA 90018, M-F 10:00AM - 5:00PM PHONE (323) 735-9218;
FAX: (323) 735-5329; TTY/CRS “711”;

WE DO NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, SEX, COL-
OR, RELIGION, MARITAL STATUS, FAMILIAL STATUS, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, AGE, HANDICAP/DISABILITY, ANCESTRY, SEXUAL ORI-
ENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY IN THE ACCESS TO, ADMIS-
SION INTO, OR EMPLOYMENT IN OUR HOUSING PROGRAM
OR ACTIVITIES. MGMT WILL ACCOMMODATE PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES WHO, AS A RESUT OF THEIR DISABILITIES, CAN-
NOT UTILIZE ANY OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED METHODS TO
REQUEST OR RETURN PRE-APPS.

CENTRO DE LOS ANGELES

SEGUNDO. 8 SUBSIDIO (30% DEL RENTA AJUSTADA) APTO.
COMPLEJO QUE ACEPTA SOLICITUDES PREVIAS PARA APAR-
TAMENTOS DE ESTUDIO. CON KIT COMPLETO. 2 PERSONAS
MAXIMO POR APARTAMENTO. LLAME PARA OBTENER MAS
DETALLES Y EL FORMULARIO DE SOLICITUD PREVIA. LAS
APLICACIONES PREVIAS SE PUEDEN SOLICITAR O DEVOLV-
ER EN PERSONA, POR FAX, TELEFONO O CORREO. INFOR-
MACION DE CONTACTO: OFICINA DE ALQUILER DE SITIOS
DISPERSOS, 2263 W. ADAMS BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90018,
de lunes a viernes de 10:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m. TELEFONO (323)
735-9218; FAX: (323) 735-5329; TTY/CRS “711”;

NO DISCRIMINAMOS POR BASE DE RAZA, SEXO, COLOR, RE-
LIGION, ESTADO CIVIL, ESTADO FAMILIAR, ORIGEN NACIONAL,
EDAD, DISCAPACIDAD/DISCAPACIDAD, Ascendencia, ORIENT-
ACION SEXUAL O IDENTIDAD DE GENERO EN EL ACCESO, AD-
MISION O EMPLEO EN NUESTRO PROGRAMA O ACTIVIDADES
DE VIVIENDA. MGMT ATENDERA A LAS PERSONAS CON DISCA-
PACIDADES QUE, COMO RESULTADO DE SU DISCAPACIDAD, NO
PUEDAN UTILIZAR NINGUNO DE LOS METODOS MENCIONADOS
ANTERIORMENTE PARA SOLICITAR O DEVOLVER SOLICITUDES

PREVIAS.
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Legal Notices | Legal Notices

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 20STCV41299
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:

(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Fred Panahi

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
Pacific Attorney Group, Professional Law Corporation

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

Stanley Mosk Courthouse

111 North Hill Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

The name, address, and telephone number of

plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-

torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
e telefono del abogado del d 1dante, o del

demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Pacific Attorney Group, Professional Law Corporation

856 South Robertson Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90035

310-659-6000

Date: (Fecha) 11/22/2023

SherriR. Carter Clerk
(Secretario)
J.So Deputy
(Adjunto)
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Today in Southern California Today in North America
Warming up again: Upper-level high pressure centered over the Four Corners region will gradually build Severe thunderstorms ahead of a front: Potent thunderstorms will
westward the rest of this week through the weekend. The result will be increasing heat with temperatures develop in the hot, humid air east of a front from New England through
Friday and Saturday rising to 5 to 10 degrees above average. Moisture rotating around the center of the high the mid-Atlantic states, while cooler air moves in west of the front.
could be enough to help trigger an occasional thunderstorm over the mountains and deserts. Spotty severe storms will form across the Rockies and the Plains.
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Speraw thrives in dual roles heading to Paris

[Volleyball, from B10]
torepresent your nation and
coach this team and be able
to coach at UCLA,” Speraw
said while wearing a USA
volleyball quarter-zip and
clutching a UCLA volleyball
thermos. “I don’t know how
much betterit can get.”

Speraw neverintended to
stay in this double life for
this long. The national team
post always felt like a four-
year job, Speraw said. A col-
lege position could last a life-
time if executed correctly. So
when Speraw left UC Irvine
in 2012 after 10 years and
three NCAA championships
to take over at UCLA, he did
so thinking he chose his
alma mater over a chance to
be the coach of the national
team.

One year later, he got a
call from USA Volleyball.

The international sched-
ule shifted some major com-
petitions, which reduced
overlap with the collegiate
season and made the dual
role a better possibility.
While Speraw’s national
team predecessor Alan
Knipe took a sabbatical
from Long Beach State lead-
ing up to the 2012 Games,
Speraw has toggled between
both roles for more than a
decade. The pattern is mir-
rored on the women’s side,
where Karch Kiraly leads
that national team for a
third Olympic cycle.

Kiraly and Speraw are
the first to serve as coaches
for for three consecutive
Olympics.

For Speraw, the consis-
tency makes the transition
from the UCLA season that
ends in May to the national
team season in the summer
feellike “an annual reunion.”

“It energizes me,” said
Speraw, 52.

Now on his fifth consecu-
tive Olympic cycle with the
senior national team — two
as an assistant and three as
the coach — Speraw has
seen players grow through
seasons of life in ways most
in his position did not. Op-
posite Matt Anderson has
grown from being the young-
est player on the 2012 squad
at 25 years old to a four-time
Olympian and married fa-
ther of two.

Anderson acknowledges
heis“kind ofarecluseinalot
of ways,” but the six-time

USA Volleyball male indoor
player of the year considers
Speraw a friend.

“He’s not a player, but
he’s been in big situations
and understands the pres-
sures that come with it,” An-
derson said.

“Now having a family and
compartmentalizing that
and how that affects you on
the court and off the court ...
all these intangibles that
you don’t really think of, he’s
been with me through that
journey.”

Speraw has “always been
ateacheratheart,” said mid-
dle blocker David Smith,
who starred at UC Irvine
under Speraw.

It’'swhat allows the coach
to thrive in a collegiate set-
ting, where he is enforcing
volleyball basics with prom-
ising prospects while also
helping the college athletes
navigate major life mile-
stones such as living away
from home for the first time,
buying their first suits and
ties or even learning how to
dolaundry.

But with professionals on
the national team, Speraw
has learned to take a back
seat.

With a veteran-laden ros-
ter that features nine of 12
players playing in at least a
second Olympic Games,
Speraw finds himself lean-
inginto timeouts and simply
listening. He can appreciate
the high-level IQ and com-
munication of a team that
has players who boast more
than a decade of interna-
tional experience.

“He’ll be very curious on
our thoughts on what inter-
national things players are
doing because we’re in it a
little bit more than he is,”
said setter Micah Christen-
son, whois entering his third
Olympics. “He’s got another
job so he does a great job of
deferring some of that to
some of his staff, but also to
the players that are in it and
living it.”

Solidifying the national
team coaching structure
was paramount to ensuring
Speraw could hold both

roles. The team used to have
a coach and a full-time as-
sistant with a part-time as-
sistant coach coming in for
the final two years of an
Olympic cycle. With Speraw
splitting his duties, USA Vol-
leyball reallocated salaries
and reorganized the struc-
ture to include two full-time
assistants for the entire
quad.

When Sperawisat UCLA,
U.S. assistant coach Matt
Fuerbringer handles day-to-
day duties with fellow assist-
ant Javier Weber.

When the Bruins begin
their offseason workouts,
UCLA assistantsled by Nick
Vogel run practices while
Speraw finishes the interna-
tional season.

“People ask me how I do
both jobs; there are CEOs
out there that run $100-mil-
lion companies with hun-
dreds of employees. If they
can do it, we can do it,”
Speraw said. “But they doit,
much like we’ve tried to con-
struct it here, and that is
you've got exceptional sen-

PAUL RODRIGUEZ For The Times
COACH John Speraw, above left, has “always been a teacher at heart,” one of his Team USA volleyball players
said. With a veteran-laden Olympic team, Speraw often is content to listen in a timeout huddle.

ior vice presidents. I've got
exceptional assistant
coaches inboth programs.”

Speraw has been in con-
stant motion since he was a
student majoring in micro-
biology and molecular ge-
netics at UCLA while help-
ing the Bruins win two na-
tional titles. He began his
coaching career as a volun-
teer assistant with the Bru-
ins while also working at
UCLA hospital. Even while
coaching at Irvine, he
coached club teams during
the summer.

But juggling multiple job
titles has taken on a new
meaning as Speraw tries to
maintain two more impor-
tant roles: father and hus-
band.

Speraw acknowledged he
misses some time with his
daughters Brooklyn, 8, and
Hailey, 7, but the family, in-
cluding wife Michelle, also
gets unique opportunities
together. The girls, who frol-
icked in the championship
confetti after UCLA’s na-
tional championship win in

Long Beach, are experi-
enced international trav-
elers, Speraw assured.
They’re thrilled for Paris.

The United Statesis aim-
ing for redemption after fail-
ing to advance out of pool
play in Tokyo for the first
time since 2000. Several
players entered the 2021
Games believing it was go-
ing to be the end of their na-
tional team run, Smith said.

Now it’s “one of the rea-
sons we’ve been able to stay
together and stay motivated
for the last three years,” the
38-year-old added.

The current era of U.S.
men’s volleyball with
Speraw at the helm, an-
chored by stalwarts includ-
ing Anderson, Smith, Chris-
tenson and libero Erik Shoji
already boasts an
Olympic medal (bronze,
2016), two FIVB World Cup
gold medals (2015, 2023) and
the United States’ first
world championships medal
in 24 years (bronze, 2018).
Speraw wants to keep add-
ing to the trophy case before
closing the book onthe mod-
ern golden age.

“This team has achieved
alot and then I think [with]
the disappointment of that
Olympics — I just want for
them another shot,” said
Speraw, who, emphasizing
his family, acknowledged his
own uncertain future re-
garding the national team
with the 2028 Olympics in
Los Angeles. “I want them to
finish better than they did
last time. I want this era to
finish with a better result, a
better experience, to go out
knowing they gave it every-
thing they had and to feel
good about what they've
contributed to USA Volley-
ball.”

Ensuring the players get
afitting endingis “almost all
that I think about,” Speraw
said. So consumed by trying
to stay focused on his play-
ers, Speraw is caught off
guard when presented with
what else he soon could con-
tribute. He pauses, shakes
his head and chuckles softly
when he’s reminded of it.

This summer, he could
winnot only an NCAA cham-
pionship, but also an
Olympic medal.

“Nobody gets to do that,”
Speraw said, “and I know I
do....IknowhowluckyIam.”
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Manfred should be worried about Angels

Team continues to
struggle under
Moreno’s ownership
with no end in sight.

BILL SHAIKIN
ON BASEBALL

ARLINGTON, Texas —
Shohei Ohtaniis here at the
All-Star Game, represent-
ing the Dodgers. Mike Trout
isnot here, the first timein
his 13 full seasons that the
All-Star Game has gone on
without him.

Baseball has pretty
much gone on without the
Angels this season, yet
again. They are in fourth
place, where they have
finished in five of the last six
seasons.

Angel Stadium used to
be packed every night, for
stars such as Vladimir
Guerrero and Bartolo Co-
lon, Garret Anderson and
Tim Salmon, Jered Weaver
and John Lackey, Torii
Hunter and Francisco Rod-
riguez.

Those were Arte
Moreno’s Angels, in his first
decade of ownership, with
five division championships
in a six-yearrun.

His second decade of
ownership has not been

successful: one postseason
appearance, three general
managers, five managers,
eight consecutive losing
seasons and counting, and
what ranks as baseball’s
worst farm system, accord-
ing to the league’s website.

Inthelast 10 years, this
oneincluded, the Angels
have developed one home-
grown All-Star behind
Trout: first baseman Jared
Walsh, who was released
two years later. The Angels
are stuck between winning
and rebuilding, without
accomplishing either.

This is bad for baseball.
In their first decade under
Moreno, the Angels shook
off their small-market men-
tality and emerged as a
powerhouse. They even
outdrew the Dodgers one
year.

Fans cannot be taken for
granted. Commissioner Rob
Manfred should be very
concerned that ateamin
the second-largest market
in North America is about to
extend its streak of consecu-
tive years without a post-
seasonvictory to 15 years, its
streak of consecutive years
without a postseason ap-
pearance to 10 years.

“Arte, Ithink, has worked
hard over the years to be as
competitive as possible,”
Manfred told me Tuesday.

Hernandez prevails,
first Dodger to win
Home Run Derby

[Derby, from B10]
hit the base ofthe wallin left-
center.

“Oh, man,” Hernandez
said of watching Witt’s drive,
which came within a few feet
of tying the score. “I was
nervous.”

When it came up short,
though, a wave of elation
washed over the 3l-year-old
Dominican, who raised his
armsin celebration while be-
ing swarmed by members of
his family, the Dodgers trav-
eling party and other long-
time friends in the game.

“Just to be in here, make
it tothe finals, going through
those moments, it just feels
great,” Herndndez said.

“What a moment, when
he stood and raised his
hands,” added Dodgers
third base coach Dino Ebel,
who served as Herndndez’s
pitcher in the event. “I kind
of looked back to his family
and they were all jumping up
with joy. That’s the thrill.”

Hernandez was not only
the first Dodger to win the
derbyinits40-yearhistory —
of the club’s 13 previous en-
trants, only Joc Pederson
evenreached the final round
in 2015 — but he also became
one of the more unlikely
champions of the annual
slug-off.

Hewasthelast participa-
nt to be announced in the
eight-man field last week, af-
ter hitting 19 home runsin a
bounce-back start to the
season.

He then narrowly ad-
vanced out of the first round,
struggling to find his swing
in a three-minute period be-
fore belting six home runs in
an untimed, three-out
bonus stage.

His 19 first-round homers
were just good enough to
reach the semifinals, prov-
ing one better than home-
town Texas Rangers star
Adolis Garcia.

And from there, though,
the long balls kept flying off
Hernéndez’s custom blue
bat.

“I could just see it in his
eyes that if we got past the
first round, we were gonna
dothisthing,” said Ebel, who
pitched in three previous
derbies, including to former
Angels star Vladimir Guer-
rero in his winning 2007 per-
formance.

“The key was, when he
dropped his shoulders,
that’s when I tried to throw,”
Ebel said of Hernandez. “He
told me, ‘When I drop my
shoulder, put it down the
middle and let me it launch
it.” That was our goal.”

Throughout the night,
Hernéandez received sup-
port and advice from cur-
rent and former teammates.

Toronto’s Vladimir Guer-
rero Jr., the defending cham-
pion, had a surprise for him,
slipping into one of Hernan-
dez’s old Blue Jays uniforms
while offering tips during the
derby.

“He said yesterday, ‘I got
a surprise for you. I'm gonna
show it tomorrow,” ”
Hernandez said, clearly tou-
ched. “And what he said
helped.”

So did a strategic tweak
from Dodgers teammate
Shohei Ohtani, who sug-
gested during a first-round
timeout that Herndndez
play more to left-center field
instead of trying to pull balls
to the closer wall down the
foulline.

“I'had a better chance [in
left-center] because of the
way my swing is,” Hernan-
dez said. “It’'s far, but
[Ohtani] said, ‘It’s better for
you.””

Before the second round,
Herndndez and Ebel —
whose role as a pitcher was
particularly important
under new derby rules that
limit not just swings, but
also the total pitches that
could be thrown during the
timed period — altered their

game plan.
Initially, Hernandez
wanted Ebel to throw

pitches alittle inside and up.
After they advanced, howev-
er, Hernandez told Ebel to
“throw it down the middle
and let me do my thing,” the
coach recounted.

“This guy is tremen-
dously strong, quick to the
ball, and he’s got power to all
fields,” Ebel said. “He knows
how to slow the game down.
He knows how to slow him-
selfdown.”

Herndndez’s semifinal
matchup against Alec Bohm
of Philadelphia went to a
swing-off in a 14-14 tie, after
Bohm had a potential
clinching big fly die at the
warning track on his last
swing.

In the tiebreaker,
Hernandez launched two
homers to Bohm’s one. That
set the stage for the final du-
el with Witt, a burgeoning
star seven years Herndn-
dez’s junior.

“They might be younger,”
Hernandez joked. “But, you
know, I'm here and I'm as
talented as all those guys.”

Just like in the first two
stages, Hernandez got
stronger as the final round
went on. After a slow start,
he clobbered eight homersin
a 12-swing sequence. After
adding three dingers in the
bonus round, he set the total
for Witt to beat at 14.

The Royals’ 24-year-old
shortstop came danger-
ously close, hitting consecu-
tive home runs when he was
down to his last out, before
his potential tying drive
banged off the bottom of the
outfield barrier.

“I was trying to hold all
my emotions,” said Hernén-
dez, who navigated the night
with a determined demean-
or. “I'm not the guy that’s
gonnathinkbad about other
players.”

But once he saw the ball
land safely in play, Hernédn-
dez flung both fists in the air
— having claimed the tro-
phy, the $1-million winner’s
prize and a gold chain that
read “Derby Champ” in
sparkling letters that Guer-
rero Jr. bestowed upon him
in an on-field celebration.

“Thank god it didn’t go
out,” Hernandez said with a
laugh. “I'm super happy ... It
feels great. Amazing.”

ASHLEY LANDIS Associated Press

ARTE MORENO’S mediocre Angels are in the mid-
dle of eight consecutive losing seasons and counting.

“He runs a fan-centric busi-
ness operationin Anaheim.
“The results on the field
are the results on the field.”
The Dodgers return
home Friday, and the
cheapest ticket on their
website Tuesday was $64.
Moreno should be com-

mended for his family pack:
four tickets, four hot dogs
and four drinks for $44.

But the fans have spo-

ken. The first-place Dodgers

are leading the league in
attendance, yet again. At-
tendance is up around the
league, but the Angels’

attendance is down 28%
fromits peak.

Theresults on the field
are the results on the field.

Onbalance, does Man-
fred consider Moreno a good
owner?

“Ithink Arte Moreno
wants to win,” Manfred said.
“He is committed to win-
ning. His desire towin is as
strong as any of the owners.”

Ireached out to Moreno
with these questions:

How would he assess the
progress of the Angels’
young players? Would he be
comfortable playing pri-
marily young players next
year, even ifthat meant a
short-term hit in the stand-
ings and in attendance, or
would he prefer to continue
to try to compete every
year? Does he plan to retain
general manager Perry
Minasian beyond this sea-
son? And would he consider
selling the team, or does he
remain committed for the
long term?

He did not respond.

Idid speak with two
high-ranking baseball peo-
ple, neither of whom said
they had any indication
Moreno would sell the An-
gels any time soon.

That could leave Moreno,
who turns 78 next month, to
determine the Angels’long-
term home.

Their stadium lease
expires in 2029, with options
that could extend their
tenure to 2038.

The city of Anaheim says
there are no talks underway
about a deal, although both
city and team officials ac-
knowledge the stadium
would need hundreds of
millions of dollars in up-
grades to remain viable over
thelong term.

Angel Stadium opened
in 1966, and its last major
renovation took place in
1997. A new stadium prob-
ably would cost at least $1
billion.

Who would pay? In 2006,
when the city sued Moreno
for changing the Angels’
name from Anaheim to Los
Angeles, the city commis-
sioned an analysis that said
Anaheim would lose $374
million in exposure from
then through the end of the
lease in 2029.

Moreno is invested inthe
Los Angeles name. Ifhe
were to sell, would the city
contribute that much to a
new owner to get the Ana-
heim name back on the
Angels’ jerseys?

That is aways down the
road. Unfortunately for
Angels fans, their team’s
next postseason berth
might well be a ways down
theroad too.

Rendering courtesy of the Associated Press

A’S OWNER John Fisher says of the move to Las Vegas: “We will finally have the resources to significantly
increase our payroll, retain ... talented young players, and make acquisitions ... in the free-agent market.”

What do players with Las Vegas
roots think of A’s move there?

Owner says franchise
will improve, but
Harper, Sewald and
others don’t see it.

BILL SHAIKIN
ON BASEBALL

ARLINGTON, Texas —
The Oakland Athletics are 11
weeks from extinction.

They’ll set up shopin
Sacramento for three or
fouryears, and after that
they plan to make Las Vegas
their new home. The A’s fans
hate theidea, of course. The
elected officials in Nevada,
who authorized $380 million
in public funding toward a
new ballparkin Las Vegas,
largely love the idea.

LasVegas has a strong
baseball community, and a
growing cast of major
league players. I spent the
last few weeks asking major
leaguers with Las Vegas
roots what they thought of
the A’'s move and whether
they believed the team
would succeed there. Their
comments were thoughtful
and often nuanced — well,
most of them.

“Ithinkit’s a terrible
idea,” Arizona Diamond-
backs closer Paul Sewald
said. “The whole thing, I
fear, is going to be an abject
disaster.”

Sewald said he would
prefer the public funding be
used for schools and roads.
He said he also was skepti-
cal Las Vegas could support
the A’s with the Raiders and
2023 Stanley Cup champion
Golden Knights already are
there, the two-time defend-
ing champion WNBA Aces
having sold out their entire
season, and it is possible
that an NBA expansion
team could beat the A’s to
town.

“We just don’t have
enough bandwidth to invest
in three, four, five profes-
sional teams,” Sewald said.
“We just don’t have enough
people. That’s OK. We don’t
have to be a city that has all

four major sports.”

Bryce Harper, the Phila-
delphia Phillies’ All-Star
first baseman, said he was
unsure ifthe A’s would
succeed in Las Vegas. He
would prefer an expansion
team — ateam that could
create its own history, as the
Golden Knights have.

“Everybody is still locked
in on the Golden Knights,”
Harper said. “It’s a tough
thing to see the A’s go away
from Oakland. They have so
much tradition and history
there: the green, the yellow,
the white cleats, Eric
Chavez and all those guys
that played there, Barry
Zito, [Mark] Mulder, Huddy
[Tim Hudson], the teams
they had.

“Iseeitin Oakland.I
don’t seeitin Vegas.”

Said Texas Rangers
pitching coach Mike Mad-
dux: “Ithink it would be
great to have a bigleague
team, whetherit was ateam
that moves or an expansion
team. I think the economy is
there. It’s grown so much
that it can support a team.
And all people needisa
reason to go to Vegas. If
you’re going to go there to
watch a ballgame, let that
be your excuse to get out
there.”

Sewald is not convinced
the baseball fans of Las
Vegas would become A’s
fans.

“They are all Dodgers
fans,” he said. “Ninety per-
cent of the people there are
from California. That’s how

JEFF CHIU Associated Press
OAKLAND fans will lose their team after this season
as it plans to temporarily play in Sacramento.

my dad got there. That’s
how I became a Dodger fan
growing up. They’re not
leaving the Dodgers fan
base, just because you have
ateam.”

Chicago White Sox out-
fielder Tommy Pham said
he understood the skepti-
cism. He also said he had
heard it before.

“They said the same
thing about the Golden
Knights: Would this be a
hockey town?” Pham said.
“And the Golden Knights
were winning, and look at it
now. Everybody wears Gold-
en Knights stuffin Vegas
now.”

Maddux had no doubt
the A’s would enjoy a honey-
moon period in Las Vegas.

“They’ll always come at
the beginning,” he said.
“Then you have to sustain
it.”

That is the fundamental
concern of all the Las Veg-
ans with whom I spoke.

“Seeing the A’s, and
going to their park the last
few years and seeing how
that has been kept up,”
Angels All-Star pitcher
Tyler Anderson said, “and
how they run their team — a
lot of times, they have really
good teams, but it seems
like, as soon as they get a
good team, they start trad-
ing guys before they get too
expensive.

“It’'shard as a fan to have
a good connection with
players and teams there.
You hope they come [to Las
Vegas] and it changes a little

bit.”

In Oakland, the A’s have
ranked last in payroll the
last two years and have not
ranked among the top 20
since 2007. They are on pace
tolose 100 games for a third
consecutive season.

“NooneinVegasisanA’s
fan,” Sewald said. “Why are
they going to change alle-
giances to a team that is not
trying towin?”

That, really, is the $380-
million question: Has Ne-
vadabought itself a winner?

The only one who really
knows the answer is John
Fisher, the A’'s owner. SoI
asked him.

“By moving into our new
stadium on the Las Vegas
Strip,” Fisher said in a state-
ment, “we will finally have
the resources to signifi-
cantly increase our payroll,
retain our most talented
young players, and make
acquisitions through trades
and in the free-agent mar-
ket.”

A’s fans like to point out
— they might be emailing
me at this very moment —
that Fisher’s Major League
Soccer team, the San José
Earthquakes, moved into a
new stadium nine years ago.
The Earthquakes have
neither posted a winning
record nor hosted a playoff
game since then, and their
payroll generally ranks in
the bottom half of the
league.

What Fisher’s teams did
in the Bay Area need not be
relevant in Nevada. If the A’s
spend towinin Las Vegas,
Pham said, they shouldn’t
be concerned about winning
over their new hometown.

“Shouldn’t be,” Pham
said. “Shouldn’t be, man.
These owners are profiting,
you know? They cry broke.

“Idothe same thing. I
cry broke when people ask
me for money but, deep
down, I knowI gotit. It’s
what people with money
do.”

Times staff writer Mike
DiGiovanna contributed to
this report.
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NNEKA OGWUMIKE, a former standout for the Sparks, had 23 points and 10 rebounds in Seattle’s victory.

%rks head into break with loss

Ogwumike haunts
former team with
double-double in
Seattle’s 89-83 win.

By MAR1ssA KRAUS

When asked how she
would rate their season after
the game, Azura Stevens im-
mediately gave a “D-plus”
answer before quickly
switching to a “C-plus” in a
fit of laughter after Rickea
Jackson gave her a shocked
expression.

“I meant a C-plus,”
Stevens said as reporters
joined in the lighthearted
laughter. “That’s because of
the record and because
we’ve had injuries but alot of
these games have been
within our control so we are
trending in the right direc-
tion. At the end of the year it
willbean‘A.’”

Despite Stevens helping
the Sparks catch up with the
Storm with 17 second-half
points, the Sparks couldn’t
overcome Seattle’s late push
in the fourth quarter to fall
89-83 at Crypto.com Arena
on Tuesday afternoon.

The Sparks are heading
into the Olympic break with
a 6-17 record, but several
players said there’s still
much to be proud of for a
young team that is seeing
growth and “trending in the
right direction.”

“I talked to the team
about how proud I am of our
growth, proud of our play
and while it’s not always

equating into wins we’ve
come a long way since May
basketball with a very young
team,” Sparks coach Curt
Miller said. “We’ve kept it a
bit vanilla since we are so
young, but you’re seeing
growth where we can throw
more at them.”

Afterleading41-37 at half-
time, the Storm quickly took
charge to build a game-high
12-point lead in the third
quarter. But a rally by the
Sparks late in the third
quarter whittled the gap to
three heading into the
fourth.

Stevens led the Sparks
with 24 points and a career-
high 15 rebounds, and Rae
Burrell scored a career-high-
tying 18 points.

Burrell’s performance off
the bench was the spark the
team needed despite coming
up short. After a knee injury
only three games into her
rookie 2022 season, Burrell
has been reaping the ben-
efits of her work since.

“Rae is full of energy and
life,” Jackson said. “She’s a
jokesterbut also one ofthose
glue people for our team.
She works so hard and puts
in the work everyday. To see
her reap the benefits of all
her hard work has been awe-
some to see. I am so happy
for her and proud of her.”

Jewell Lloyd led the
Storm with 30 points, six re-
bounds and seven assists,
and Nneka Ogwumike con-
tributed 23 points, 10 re-
bounds and six steals.

The Sparks shot 28 for 69
from the field while Seattle
was 31 for 68 shooting.

Tuesday’s game saw the
return of Ogwumike, a for-
mer Sparks star who left the
team in free agency, signing
a one-year contract with the
Storm.

Despite being in a differ-
ent uniform, Ogwumike’s re-
turn to Los Angeles meant a
lot to Miller, whose decision
to take the job — after previ-
ously serving as an assistant
coach in 2015 — was largely
because of Ogwumike.

“Nneka and the whole
Ogwumike family have been
a big part of my WNBA jour-
ney,” Miller said. “When I got
astartinthisleague with the
Sparks in 2015, one of the
special first-year opportuni-
ties for me was that loaded
Sparks team that included
[Ogwumike]. She was a big
part of that first year and
why I have such an apprecia-
tion for this franchise. I
wanted the opportunity to
build with her coming back
here. She deserves an unbe-
lievable welcome back.”

The Sparks struggled to
get on the board early and
did not score until a basket
by Dearica Hamby more
than four minutes into the
first quarter. The Sparks
then found some momen-
tum and closed the gap to 19-
17 by the end of the quarter.

It was a big first half for
Burrell, who gave the Sparks
their first lead with a three-
pointer in the second quar-
ter, leading the team with 12
of her 18 points in the first
half.

Despite efforts by Burrell
and Jackson, who notched 10
points and three rebounds

in the first half, a shot by Og-
wumike with 1:32 left in the
half gave the Storm back the
lead. Stevens stopped the
run with a three-pointer to
end the half and the Sparks
trailed by four.

The Sparks return to ac-
tion Aug. 15 against the New
York Liberty at Crypto.com
Arena after a break for the
WNBA All-Star Game and
the Paris Olympics.

In the meantime, players
will begin preparation for
the 2024 Olympics, includ-
ing Hamby for the United
States’ 3x3 team. While
packing is the focus for
Hamby after Tuesday’s
game, she will start Olympic
preparations with a Thurs-
day practice.

“That’s the focus right
now, but it will really start to
set in soon,” Hamby said.
“This year has been one of
my best and while obviously
you want to win champi-
onshipsthisyearmeansalot
to me because it was very in-
tentional, I set goals for my-
selfand I'm reaching them.”

STORM 89, SPARKS 83

SEATTLE — Horston 6-10 0-0 14, Ogwumike 9-17 5-6
23, Magbegor 3-4 0-0 6, Diggins-Smith 2-12 4-4 8,
Loyd 8-18 11-16 30, Holmes 0-0 0-0 0, Vivians 1-4 0-0
3, Russell 1-1 0-0 2, Whitcomb 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 31-68
20-26 89.

SPARKS — Hamby 7-15 1-4 15, Jackson 6-17 3-3 16,
Stevens 7-12 7-7 24, McDonald 2-7 3-4 8, Nurse 0-2
0-00, Burrell 6-9 1-2 18, Clarendon 0-7 2-2 2, Danger-
field 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 28-69 17-22 83.

Seattle 19 22 23 25- 89
SPARKS 17 20 24 22- 83

3-Point Goals—Seattle 7-23 (Loyd 3-10, Horston
2-3, Whitcomb 1-2, Vivians 1-3, Ogwumike 0-2, Dig-
gins-Smith 0-3), Sparks 10-26 (Burrell 5-7, Stevens
3-5,McDonald 1-4, Jackson 1-5, Hamby 0-2, Clarendon
0-3). Fouled Out—Seattle None, Sparks 1 (Clarendon).
Rebounds—Seattle 35 (Ogwumike 10), Sparks 37
(Stevens 15). Assists—Seattle 21 (Loyd 7), Sparks20
(Clarendon 6). Total Fouls—Seattle 17, Sparks 23.
A—18,724 (18,997)

TAKEAWAYS

Second
unit 1s
key for
the U.S.

By TiMm REYNOLDS

There was a lot for the
U.S. Olympic team to like in
Monday’s 98-92 exhibition
win over Australia. And alot
not tolike.

Anthony Davis scored 17
points and grabbed 14 re-
bounds, Tyrese Haliburton
came up with a pair of late
three-pointers that helped
stop a free fall by the Ameri-
cans, and the U.S. improved
to 2-0 in its five-game slate
leading into the Paris
Olympics.

Devin Booker scored 16,
Anthony Edwards scored 14
and three players — LeBron
James, Bam Adebayo and
Joel Embiid — finished with
10 for the Americans, who
are playing host to a pair of
exhibitions in United Arab
Emirates this week. They’ll
play Serbia there Wednes-
day.

The U.S. led by 24 mid-
way through the third quar-
ter, yet had that lead cut to
six with 5:05 left after Aus-
tralia went on a 39-21 run.
But Haliburton scored the
next six points on his threes,
pushing the lead to 92-80.

Australia cut it to four on
two occasions, but Booker
went four for four from the
line in the final 8 seconds.

“Third quarter, we
started turning the ball
over,” coach Steve Kerr said.
“We gave up atonofpointsat
the basket. Back cuts, offen-
sive boards and so, the game
shifted. It’s a good lesson for
us. Better to learn that les-
son now than later. And this
will be a good tape for us to
watch. But I give Australia a

ALTAF QADRI Associated Press

JRUE HOLIDAY (12) and Bam Adebayo battle Australia’s Nick Kay during the
Americans’ 98-92 exhibition win Monday in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

ton of credit. They were
great. They fought. They
were really physical. Took it
tousinthelast quarteranda
half and really made it a
game.”

Here are three take-
aways:

Second unit, again

Just like in the Canada
game, the so-called second
unit — Haliburton, Jrue Hol-
iday, Adebayo, Davis and
Booker — changed the
game.

That was the group on
the court when the Ameri-
cans took a game that was
tied at 19-19 with 3:15 left in
the first and turned it into a
39-23 lead — a 20-4 runin a
span of alittle more than five
minutes.

Kerr used that group as
his starting five to open the
second half, and it has be-
come a trend: When the U.S.
goes to its bench and can re-
place All-Stars with other
All-Stars, it’s just going to be
a massive problem for oppo-

nents who don’t have any-
where nearthat samelevel of
depth.

“The strength of our
team is our depth and we
have to utilize our depth,”
Kerr said.

It has been something
the Americans have used to
their advantage in the past.
Dwyane Wade led the gold-
medalist 2008 team in
points, even though he was
sixth in minutes on that
team and came off the bench
in all eight games.

Turnovers

Here’s the big trouble
sign: turnovers.

FIBA games are shorter
than NBA games, 40 min-
utes instead of 48. That
means fewer possessions
and makes it even more im-
perative to not give the ball
away. Which the Americans
did. Alot.

After committing 15 turn-
overs in last week’s exhib-
ition opener against Cana-
da, the U.S. had 18 on Mon-

dayand Australiaused them
to fuel the comeback effort
— getting 25 points off turn-
overs in the second half
alone.

“Our turnovers, it’s all
about focus and execution,”
Davis said.

Injury watch

Kevin Durant sat out his
second consecutive game
because of a calf strain, and
with only one practice be-
tween games, it seems un-
likely he plays Wednesday
against Serbia.

Derrick White, who ar-
rived in Abu Dhabi over the
weekend and got into his
first practice with the team
Sunday, also didn’t play.
White replaced Kawhi Leon-
ard — who’s dealing with
knee issues — on the U.S.
roster after the Americans
determined last week that it
wasn’t in Leonard’s best in-
terest to play this summer.

Reynolds writes for the
Associated Press.

WNBA NOTES

Rookies Clark,

Reese expected
to test U.S. stars

By DouG FEINBERG

The WNBA heads intoits
monthlong Olympic break
following this weekend’s
highly anticipated All-Star
festivities.

The Olympic team’s
matchup with Team WNBA
featuring Caitlin Clark and
Angel Reese likely will be
one of the toughest games
the American squad plays
over the month.

In 2021, the WNBA All-
Star team beat Team USA
behind Arike Ogunbowale,
who was named most valu-
able player. It was the only
loss the Americans had en
route to winning their sev-
enth straight gold medal.

“We will not forget that,”
U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve
said of the loss in 2021. “We
will see what we can do, giv-
en the challenges of time.
They don’t have time to-
gether either. There’s alot of
talent over there and it
should be an incredible
game.”

Ogunbowale is back for
Saturday’s All-Star Game as
well as Jonquel Jones. Both
played on that winning team
in 2021. Jones remembered \a
tone that was different from
other exhibitions.

“It felt more serious at
the start like we’re going to
go win this,” Jones said. “It
definitely had more of that
real game at the beginning of
the game versus that funyou
expect to see at All-Star.”

The weekend could have
more intrigue to it if Clark
and defending three-point
champion Sabrina Ionescu
enter Friday night’s skills
competition. The league
hasn’t announced the par-
ticipants when this edition
went to press.

Ionescu, who set a record
last year hitting 20 straight
shots en route to scoring 37
of a possible 40 points, said
she hasn’t decided whether
she’ll compete.

“Not sure I'm ever going
totopthat,” she said. “That’s
one of those moments in
sports where you are like I
can’t believe that hap-
pened.”

AP poll

New York remains in the

FRANK FRANKLIN II AP

JONQUEL JONES is on
the All-Star team.

top spot in this week’s Asso-
ciated Press poll with Las
Vegas moving back into sec-
ond. Connecticut, Seattle,
Minnesota and Indiana
were the next four. Phoenix
and Chicago were seventh
and eighth. Washington and
the Sparks followed. Atlanta
and Dallas rounded out the
poll.

Caitlin corner

Clark’s streak of games
with 10 or more assists ended
at five, but the Indiana Fever
still beat the Minnesota
Lynx on Monday for their
fourth win in six games.
Clark leads the league in as-
sists per game at 7.8.

Rookie watch

Rickea Jackson contin-
ues her strong play with the
Sparks. She had a season-
best 23 points in Saturday’s
87-81 win over Dallas and is
averaging 114 points while
shooting 45% from the field.

Player of the week

A’ja Wilson earned AP
player of the week for the
second consecutive week.
The Aces forward continued
her dominating play as she
averaged 28.3 points, 18.3 re-
bounds and 3.7 blocks to
help Las Vegas go 3-0.

Game of the week

The U.S. Olympic team
versus the WNBA All-Stars.

Injury update

New York guard Betnijah
Laney-Hamilton had suc-
cessful surgery on her right
knee and is expected to re-
turn soon after the break.

Feinberg writes for the
Associated Press.

Harding 1s Lakers’
first female assistant

[Harding, from B10]
Millan as well as former Lak-
ers assistant Greg St. Jean.
Former Charlotte and Or-
lando assistant Bob Beyer is
also expected to be on the
staff.

Redick has been in Las
Vegas with the Lakers for
summer league and has
been conducting interviews
to fill out his staff, which he
has said will have an empha-
sis on player development.

Harding was the first
Black female head coach in
G League history. Her
coach-of-the-year  award
was voted on by league
coaches and general man-
agers.

It’s another struggle
for James in loss

The rule, at least in the
sectioned-off seats inside
the gyms at NBA Summer
League is to not overreact to
theresults on the court, that
the rookies and young play-
ers are often not even really
in the roles they’ll eventually
fill on NBA courts.

But the assignment for
Bronny James on Monday
night in Las Vegas against
the Boston Celtics looked a
lot like the one that has been
presented for James’ future

— defend and shoot.

And for the fourth time
since the Lakers drafted and
signed James, the results
were pretty rough.

James airballed two
three-pointers, the crowd
groaning as he started cold
from beyond the arc. The de-
tractors continued to mur-
mur while supporters had to
settle for moments such as a
deflected pass and a defen-
sive rebound that show-
cased his 40-plus-inch verti-
caluntilhe swished ajumper
in the fourth quarter for his
only points.

Then they roared.

Whether he makes or
misses shots, James re-
mains one of the biggest sto-
ries in Vegas. And so far, he’s
mostly missed them.

The Lakers’ summer
league team lost its fifth
straight game, this one 88-74
to the Celtics, though rookie
Dalton Knecht scored 19
points as he continued to
show his ability as a multi-
level scorer.

Austin Reaves and Chris-
tian Wood were courtside, as
was Redick and assistants
Brooks, McMillan and St.
Jean.

The Lakers play again in
Las Vegas on Wednesday
night against Atlanta.

ADAM HAGY NBAE

BRONNY JAMES, dribbling against Boston on Mon-
day, airballed two three-pointers and made one shot.
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JOE BRYANT, 1954 - 2024

Kobe’s dad was star himself with all right moves

Known as ‘Jellybean,’

player and later coach
forged his own legacy
in basketball circles.

By STEVE HENSON

oe Bryant, a former

NBA player and

WNBA coach with a

colorful nickname, has

died at 69, 4 /2 years af-
ter his son, Lakers legend
Kobe Bryant, granddaugh-
ter Gianna Bryant and sev-
en other people died in a
helicopter crash.

Fran Dunphy, the coach
at Joe Bryant’s alma mater
La Salle, told the Philadel-
phia Inquirer on Tuesday
that Bryant recently suf-
fered a debilitating stroke.

Ateammate at John Bar-
tram High School in Phila-
delphia nicknamed Bryant
“Jellybean” because hehad a
vast array of moves despite
being 6 feet 9. “Must be jelly
because jam don’t shake like
that,” Bryant recalled hear-
ing, quoting the World War
II-era hit song by Glenn
Miller.

The nickname stuck —
Bryant also liked to eat jelly-
beans — and he became a
star. He was the High School
Public League Player of the
Year in 1972, then remained
in Philadelphia to attend La
Salle, averaging 20.3 points
and 11.1 rebounds during his
two seasons.

Paul Westhead, the La
Salle coach at the time, se-
conded all of Jellybean’s mo-
tions.

“He had a lot of moves,”
Westhead said. “He’d cut
you up any which way.”

Bryant was the 14th over-
all pickinthe 1975 NBA draft,
going to the Golden State
Warriors, who sold his rights
to his hometown Philadel-
phia 76ers shortly before the

FRANCINE ORR Los Angeles Times

‘CUT YOU UP ANY WHICH WAY’
Joe “Jellybean” Bryant was a legend in Philadelphia high school basketball before
an eight-year NBA career and eventually playing and coaching overseas.

1975-76 season began. Per-
haps Bryant’s most memo-
rable moment as a player
came in his first game with
the Clippers when he
dunked over 7-2 Lakers cen-
ter Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.

Also in 1975, the 20-year-
old Bryant married Pam
Cox, sister of former NBA
player Chubby Cox, and they
had two daughters, Sharia
and Shaya, in addition to
their son, Kobe.

Bryant was a key contrib-
utor off the bench for four
years in  Philadelphia,
playing behind future Hall of
Famers and fellow forwards
George McGinnis and Julius
Erving. The 76ers made the
playoffs in each of Bryant’s
seasons, losing in the NBA
Finals to the Portland Trail
Blazersin 1977.

The 76ers traded Bryant

to the San Diego Clippers
ahead of the 1979-80 season
for a future first-round draft
pick and his playing time
nearly doubled. He averaged
11 points and 5.5 rebounds in
three seasons with the Clip-
pers before averaging 10
points with the Houston
Rockets in his last NBA sea-
son.

“Joe ‘Jellybean’ Bryant
was a local basketball icon,
whose legacy on the court
transcended his journey
across Bartram High
School, La Salle University,
and his first four NBA sea-
sons with the 76ers from
1975-79,” the 76ers said in a
statement. “Our condolenc-
es go out to the Bryant fam-
ily.”

Bryant then embarked
on a nomadic career over-
seas as a player and a coach.

He played through 1992 in It-
aly and France, not return-
ing to Philadelphia until Ko-
be was about to begin high
school. Bryant served as
coach of the girls’ team at
Akiba Hebrew Academy in
1992-93 before moving to La
Salle as an assistant for the
duration of Kobe’s time at
Lower Merion High.

“We are saddened to an-
nounce the passing of La
Salle basketball great Joe
Bryant,” the school said in a
news release. “Joe played for
the Explorers from 1973-75
and was a member of our
coaching staff from 1993-96.
He was a beloved member of
the Explorer family and will

be dearly missed.”
Shortly after finishing
high school, Kobe was

drafted by the Charlotte
Hornets and immediately

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Locals
drafted

1n late
rounds

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Harvard-Westlake and
Sherman Oaks Notre Dame
each had a third former high
school player taken on the fi-
nal day of Major League
Baseball’s amateur draft
Tuesday.

Former Harvard-West-
lake pitcher Christian Be-
cerra, who pitched in college
for California, was selected
in the 12th round at No. 368
by the Minnesota Twins. He
joins former Wolverines
Bryce Rainer (first round)
and Michael Snyder (10th
round). Becerra played on
the Southern Section Divi-
sion 1 championship team in
2021

Catcher Josh Springer
from reigning Division 1
champion Corona was the fi-
nal player taken in the 12th
round at No. 375 by the
Texas Rangers.

In the 13th round, Notre
Dame had its third former
player taken in pitcher Kyle
Ayers from Texas Christian
at No. 404 by the Arizona Di-
amondbacks. He joins Levi
Sterling (second round)
and Khadim Diaw (third
round).

Former West Ranch and
Oregon pitcher RJ Gordon
was taken at No. 383 by the
New York Mets, while former
JSerra and UCLA shortstop
Cody Schrier went to the
Seattle Mariners at No. 394.

In the 14th round, former
Arcadia and St. Mary’s
pitcher Preston Howey was
chosen at No. 416 by the De-
troit Tigers. Former St.
Francis and UC Santa Bar-
barainfielder Brendan Dur-
fee was selected by the San
Diego Padres at No. 420.

In the 18th round, the
Cincinnati Reds chose for-
mer Glendora and UC San
Diego pitcher Izaak Mar-
tinez at No. 535. In the 19th
round, the Chicago White
Sox selected pitcher Nick

':‘N“
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—

JON SUPER Associated Press

BUNKER MENTALITY

Scottie Scheffler of the U.S. plays from a bunker on the practice range ahead
of the British Open this week at Royal Troon golf club in Troon, Scotland.

Pinto from Tesoro and UC
Irvine at No. 559.

The first player taken in
the 20th round was pitcher
Dylan Volantis of Westlake
High by the Oakland Athlet-
ics at No. 586. Pitcher Evan
Yates from King and Cal
State Fullerton was taken
No. 609 by the Baltimore
Orioles.

— ERIC SONDHEIMER

The Angels took out-
fielder Lucas Ramirezin the
17th round. Ramirez is the
son of 12-time All-Star
Manny Ramirez. ... Boston
selected D’Angelo Ortiz in
the 19th round; he’s the son
of Hall of Fame slugger
David Ortiz. ... In the 20th
round, Toronto took USC
shortstop Bryce Martin-
Grudzielanek, the son of
former Dodger Mark
Grudzielanek. ... MLB could
test robot umpires as part of
a challenge system in spring
training next year, which
could lead to regular-season
usein 2026.

ETC.
Anthem singer
going to rehab

Grammy-nominated

singer-songwriter  Ingrid
Andress offered an apology
to MLB, “all the fans, and
this country I love so much”
a day after her shaky per-
formance of the national an-
them before the home run
derby.

The 32-year-old country
musician got honest about
her viral moment, revealing
in an Instagram post “I was
drunk last night” and saying
she will check herselfinto “a
facility today to get thehelpI
need.”

She added: “I'll let y’all
know how rehab is I hear it’s
super fun.”

— ALEXANDRA
DEL ROSARIO

San Francisco 49ers re-
ceiver Brandon Aiyuk re-
quested a trade because the
two sides haven’t made
progress on a new contract,
the Associated Press re-
ported. ... Chicago signed
former USC quarterback
Caleb Williams, the No. 1
pick in the NFL draft, to a
$39-million contract and
wide receiver Rome
Odunze, the No. 9 pick, to a
$22-million deal, both for
fouryears.

Georgia football players
who have been arrested or
cited for driving violations

have been disciplined with
suspensions and fines
through the collective that
provides name, image and
likeness payments to the
school’s athletes, coach
Kirby Smart.

St. Louis Blues defense-
man Torey Krugisindanger
of missing the 2024-25 NHL
season after being diag-
nosed with prearthritic
changes in his left ankle. ...
The New York Islanders
signed forward Simon
Holmstrom to a one-year
contract.

Rafael Nadal returned to
action with a 6-3, 6-4 win on
clay over Leo Borg, the 21-
year-old son of Swedish
great Bjorn Borg, in the first
round of the Nordea Open.

Lionel Messi is likely to
miss at least the next two
matches for Inter Miami af-
ter injuring his right ankle in
the Copa América final.

Jasper Philipsen com-
pleted a hat trick of Tour de
France stage wins after
Biniam Girmay, his main ri-
val for the best sprinter’s
green jersey, crashed near
the finish. Two-time cham-
pion Tadej Pogacar kept the
overalllead.

SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Dodgers, Angels and Sparks games and more, see our
daily digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.”
View it on your phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

traded to the Lakers in 1996.

Joe and Pam Bryant
moved to Los Angeles with
their 17-year-old son and had
to co-sign his first Lakers
contract, a $3.5-million deal
over three years, because
Kobe was too young to sign
for himself.

The Lakers’ rookie used
some ofhis newfound wealth
to buy cars for Joe, Pam,
Sharia and Shaya, all of
whom lived with him in Pa-
cific Palisades for three
years until Joe and Pam pur-
chased a house less than a
mile away.

“We weren’t just going to
let him come out here by
himself,” Joe told Times col-
umnist Bill Plaschke early in
2003.

“My family was always
there for me,” Kobe said
around that time. “I love
them for that.”

Their relationship re-
mained strong until Kobe
courted and eventually mar-
ried Orange County teen-
ager Vanessa Laine in 2001

“It’s right there in the
Bible,” Kobe said. “Whenyou
get married, your mother
and father and sisters are no
longer the priority.”

His parents did not come
to Kobe and Vanessa’s wed-
ding or visit their new home.
When Lower Merion High re-
tired Bryant’s jersey in 2002,
Joe and Pam sat in one sec-
tion of the stands, Vanessa
in another.

Why the tension? Kobe
said his father — who had
been younger than Kobe
when he married Pam at age
20 — felt uneasy about his
devotion to Vanessa and did
not like that she was Latina.
Joe said: “Once he decided
to get married, it’s his life
now.”

Vanessa Bryant posted a
message Tuesday on Insta-
gram: “Sending condolenc-

We hoped things would’ve
been different. Although the
times we spent together
were few, he was always
sweet and nice to be around.
Kobe loved him very much.
Our prayers go out to fam-
ily.”

Bryant jumped back into
coaching in 2003, spending
one year each with the Las
Vegas Rattlers and the Bos-
ton Frenzy of the American
Basketball Assn. He moved
to the WNBA and became
head coach of the Sparks for
two seasons, leading L.A. to
a 25-9 record and a confer-
ence finals berth in 2006. A
yearlater he was replaced by
former Lakers star Michael
Cooper.

“I'm devastated to hear
about the loss of my friend
Joe “Jellybean” Bryant, the
father of Kobe Bryant,”
Magic Johnson wrote on so-
cial media.

“Joe was not only a tal-
ented basketball player; he
was also a great coach.

“Joe was an exceptional
human being with a radiant
smile that had the power to
brighten any room, and a
great husband and father.
Cookie and I are praying for
his wife Pam, daughters
Sharia and Shaya, and the
rest of the Bryant family,
friends, and all those who
loved Joe.”

From 2007 to 2015, Bryant
coached a handful of teams
in Japan, Italy and South-
east Asia.

As recently as 2013, Bry-
ant was working out regu-
larly at the full-length
basketball court on the sec-
ond floor of the L.A. apart-
ment building where he and
Pam lived.

His workout? He’d make
120 shots, 60 on each end —
20 from the left side, 20 from
the right, 20 down the mid-
dle — proving to himselfthat

es upon hearing the news of “Jellybean” still had the
my father-in-law’s passing. moves at age 60.
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PAUL RODRIGUEZ For The Times

JOHN SPERAW is in his third cycle as coach of the U.S. men’s Olympic volleyball team. This spring he coached UCLA to the men’s NCAA title.

From Bruin blue
and gold to red,

white and blue

Fresh off leading UCLA to
back-to-back NCAA titles, Speraw
eyes an Olympic championship

he court at Walter Pyramid still was covered in confetti. Fans hadn’t
yet spilled into the Long Beach State parking lot on a sunny Sat-
urday afternoon. UCLA players still were basking in the glory of a

second consecutive national title when John Speraw, who was equal

match news conference.

the audience.

“See you Monday,” the staff member said with a grin.
Speraw didn’t have time to waste. Days after leading the Bruins to their first
consecutive NCAA championships since 1995-96, Speraw traded his blue and

parts emotionally exhausted and elated, sat down for the post-

The UCLA coach locked eyes with a USA Volleyball staff member sitting in

gold for red, white and blue as the United States prepared for the Paris
Olympics. The Americans, chasing their first Olympic medal since 2016, begin

pool play July 27.

warmups.

It seems chaotic. It’s also where Speraw thrives.

By THUC NHI NGUYEN

Just one
smash
after
another

Hernidndez adds a

crown to his first year
as Dodger by winning
the Home Run Derby.

By JACK HARRIS

ARLINGTON, Texas —
Teoscar Hernandez hit al-
most four miles of long balls
in Monday night’s Home
Run Derby.

His historic win, however,
came down to just a few feet.

In a resurgent season
that repeatedly has been de-
fined by dramatic moments
for the Dodgers slugger,
Hernéandez’s first derby ap-
pearance was no different.
After advancing through the
first two stages by a single
home run each time,
Hernandez’s  final-round
showdown with Bobby Witt
Jr. of the Kansas City Royals
came down to a single long
ball again, with Hernandez
prevailing 14-13 at Globe Life
Field after Witt’s final swing

[See Derby, B7]

ToONY GUTIERREZ Associated Press

TEOSCAR HERNANDEZ became the first Dodger to win the Home Run Derby
on Monday night, edging Kansas City’s Bobby Witt Jr. by one in the final round.

“This has been just a tremendous experience

Entering his third Olympic Games as the U.S. coach, Speraw has perfected
the balance of two jobs that constantly leave him short on time. Even after the
team got on the court for a recent practice at its training facility in Anaheim,
Speraw was on a phone call while snaking through groups of players during

[See Volleyball, B6]

Lakers hiring
Harding as team’s
first female coach

G League coach of
year, who was at Duke
during Redick’s time,
will be an assistant.

By DAN WOIKE AND
BRODERICK TURNER

Lindsey Harding, last
season’s G League coach of
the year, will join JJ Redick’s
first staff with the Lakers,
The Times has learned from
multiple people not author-
ized to discuss the negotia-
tions.

Should she be hired,
she’d be the first full-time fe-
male assistant in team his-
tory.

Harding, 40, played col-
lege basketball at Duke at
the same time as Redick.
Shewasthe No.1overall pick
in the 2007 WNBA draft and
had a nine-season career in
the WNBA with Minnesota,
Washington, Atlanta, Las
Vegas, New York and
Phoenix.

She worked in Philadel-
phia while Redick was a
player for the 76ers before

JEFF CHIU Associated Press
LINDSEY HARDING
was an assistant with the
Kings the last five years.

moving to Sacramento,
where she has been an as-
sistant for the last five sea-
sons, including her time in
the G League when she
coached the Stockton Kings.

She interviewed for the
head coaching job in Char-
lotte earlier this summer.
Harding will become one of
four women currently hold-
ing assistant coaching posi-
tionsintheleague.

The Lakers’ staff will also
include formerhead coaches
Scott Brooks and Nate Mec-

[See Harding, B8]

Remembering ‘Jellybean’ Bryant

Kobe’s dad, a former NBA player and WINBA coach,
dies at 69 after recently suffering a stroke. B9

Sparks stumble into break with loss

Despite Stevens’ big game, they fall to Seattle 89-83
and are just 6-17 at the All-Star break. B8

Little All-Star power in Anaheim

Team is stuck between winning and rebuilding, with-
out accomplishing either, Bill Shaikin writes. B?
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LM OTERO Associated Press

SHOHEI OHTANI gave the National League a 3-0 lead in the third inning with a 400-foot home run, but those were his team’s only runs in a 5-3 All-Star Game loss.

Even in defeat, Ohtani is center-stage star

By JACK HARRIS

ARLINGTON, Texas — Shohei
Ohtanideclined the opportunity to
participate in this week’s Home
Run Derby.

But the Dodgers slugger didn’t
leave All-Star week in Texas with-
out a memorable big fly.

In the third inning of Major
League Baseball’s 94th All-Star
Game on Tuesday night at Globe
Life Field, Ohtani wowed the
39,343-person crowd the best way
he knows how: smoking a no-
doubt, 400-foot home run halfway
up the right-field stands before the

American League’s eventual 5-3
win over the National League.

The blast was Ohtani’s first ca-
reer home run in the Midsummer
Classic, coming in his fourth All-
Star Game appearance and first as
amember of the Dodgers.

It was the first All-Star Game
homer by a Dodgers player since
Mike Piazza in 1996, and only the
second by a Japanese-born player
after Ichiro Suzuki’s inside-the-
park home runin the 2007 game.

Ohtani’s blast opened the scor-
ing Tuesday night, coming on a 2-
and-0 splitter from Boston Red
Sox right-hander Tanner Houck.
Like everyone else in the ballpark,

Ohtani began to admire the drive
as soon as he hit it, leaning back in
the batter’s box with a long gaze
before flipping his bat and round-
ing the bases.

From the dugout, Dodgers
teammate Freddie Freeman flung
his arms in celebration, while Dod-
gers pitcher Tyler Glasnow’s jaw
dropped agape.

As Ohtani came around third,
he also put his armsin the air — do-
ing the same hip-shaking, Dragon
Ball Z-inspired long-ball celebra-
tion that accompanied the NL-
leading 29 homers he hit for the
Dodgers during the first half of the
season.

The Dodgers had three other
players in Tuesday’s All-Star
Game. A night after winning the
Home Run Derby, Teoscar
Hernéandez started in center field
but went 0 for 2.

Catcher Will Smith entered the
game in the sixth inning and re-
corded a single. But, in the next at-
bat, Freeman came off the bench
and grounded into a double-play,
stepping on the foot of Cleveland
Guardians first baseman Josh
Naylor for an awkward out that re-
quired a video review.

Boston’s Jarren Duran, a for-
mer Long Beach State and Cy-
press High standout, was selected

the game’s most valuable player af-
terbreaking a 3-3 tie with a two-run
home run in the fifth inning.

Glasnow, a first-time All-Star,
watched the game from the dug-
out, unable to take the mound be-
cause of a back injury that landed
him on the injured list on July 9.
Glasnow has been throwing this
week, and expects to return from
the IL when eligible next week.

As usual, however, no one
topped Ohtani’s exploits Tuesday
night.

On a night of stars at baseball’s
Midsummer Classic, the 30-year-
old sensation was the main attrac-
tion again.

NBA moves a big step
closer to finalizing
new media deals

By TiMm REYNOLDS

LAS VEGAS — The NBA’s
Board of Governors approved the
league’s next media rights deals
with Disney, NBC and Amazon
Prime Video at its meeting Tues-
day, moving the league one step
closer to finalizing the 1-year
agreements that will be worth
about $76 billion.

Now comes the next, and pos-
sibly final, step: seeing if Warner
Bros. Discovery will match one of
the dealsin an effort to extend are-
lationship with the NBA that dates
tothelate 1980s. WBD has five days
tomatch, that clock starting torun
when it receives the contracts from
theleague.

NBA commissioner Adam Sil-
ver, citing the ongoing process, de-
clined to offer specifics on when
that five-day window starts or
whether it has already started.

“Without gettinginto the specif-
ics of the deal, I'd say philosophi-
cally we set out with certain goals
in these negotiations and part of
them were economic and part of
them also led to what are the best
ways we can serve our fans going
forward,” Silver said. “Part ofit was
to get additional broadcast expo-
sure, and hopefully we will have ac-
complished that. And also, to get
more streaming connectivity with
our fans, because in terms of tradi-

tional television — while still vital
— thereis alarge portion of our fan
base that no longer subscribes to
those services.”

The new deals, which as con-
structed would keep the NBA on
ESPN and ABC plus add NBC and
Amazon to the mix, will begin in
the 2025-26 season. This coming
season marks the end of a nine-
year, $24-billion deal that was
record-setting for the NBA — and
the new deal will shatter those re-
cords in terms oflength and value.

Much of the basic framework of
the new deals, if they become reali-
ty, have already emerged. ESPN
and ABC will keep the league’s top
package, including the NBA Finals
— which have been on ABC since
2003 — and one of the conference fi-
nals series, plus a slew of regular-
season contests.

NBC, which would return as a
broadcast partnerforthe first time
since 2002, would showcase games
Sunday night once the NFL season
has ended, plus air games on Tues-
days throughout the regular sea-
son and stream a Monday night
package on Peacock. Prime Video
would have games on Thursday
night after it is done carrying NFL
games. Its other nights would be
Friday and Saturday

Cup tiebreakers
A mild tweak has been made to
the group play tiebreaker system

JULIA NIKHINSON Associated Press

NBA commissioner Adam Silver says the league is close to a new media rights deal, with streaming
a big part because he said a large portion of the fan base does not pay for traditional T'V.

for the in-season tournament, now
called the Emirates NBA Cup.

Overtime scoring has been re-
moved from the point differential
and total points tiebreakers. Those
are the second and third tie-
breakers, after head-to-head
record, in group play.

It doesn’t totally remove the dif-
ferential, and that tiebreakerled to
some weirdness last season. Bos-
ton was intentionally fouling Chi-
cago up by 32 points with seven
minutes left in a group play game
last season to try and ensure it
would win any tiebreakers. And
New York advanced to the quarter-
finals on point differential over
Cleveland, Orlando and Brooklyn.

“I understand the concept,”
Knicks guard Josh Hart said last
season of the point differential tie-
breaker. “But it’s weird.”

Flopping rule

The in-game flopping penalty is
now permanent, after a one-year
trial last season convinced the
league to go forward.

When flopping is called in-game
now, the offending player is
charged with a non-unsportsman-
like technical foul and the oppos-
ing team is awarded one free throw
— to be attempted by any player
whoisinthe game when the techni-
calis assessed.

A player cannot be ejected from

a game based on flopping viola-
tions.

Expansion

As Silver has said many times,
once the league’s collective bar-
gaining agreement and media
deals get done, the next major proj-
ect for the NBA will be looking at
whether it’s time for expansion.

“I think we will engage this fall,
inearnest,inthe process of making
those determinations — should we
expand and if we were to expand,
how many teams should we ex-
pand,” Silver said.

Reynolds writes for the Associated
Press.
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Warner Bros. Pictures

NICOLE KIDMAN'’S “Eyes Wide Shut” character, Alice Harford, shares the actor’s “boldness,” she says. “I'm quite up-front and Alice becomes quite up-front.”

KIDMAN GETS
THE LAST WORD

The actor talks about realizing Stanley Kubrick’s vision
for ‘Eyes Wide Shut,’ the director’s final film

JAMES B.
SIKKING,
1934 - 2024

Star of
‘Hill
Street,’
‘Doogie’

The actor, who often
played authority

figures onscreen, had
a long, varied career.

BY ALEXANDRA
DEL ROSARIO

James B. Sikking, the TV
and film actor who starred
in the series “Hill Street
Blues” and “Doogie Howser,
M.D.,” has died.

Sikking died Saturday of
complications of dementia,
his publicist, Cynthia Sny-
der, confirmed Sunday eve-
ning. He was 90.

The Los Angeles-raised
character actor “was one of
the kindest, wisest, funniest
and most generous people
I've ever known,” Sikking’s
“Doogie” co-star Neil Pat-
rick Harris said in a tribute
Monday on social media.

Harris, who played Sik-
king’s character’s son and
the show’s titular medical
prodigy, added: “A true pro-
fessional. He treated every-

[See Sikking, E3]

yes Wide Shut” was Stan-

ley Kubrick’s final film.

He died four months

before its release. It took

its stars — Tom Cruise
and Nicole Kidman, Hollywood’s
most famous couple — off the mar-
ket for nearly two years, as what
was supposed to be a six-month
shoot stretched on indefinitely, to
the point where Kidman seriously
began to wonder: Is this ever going
toend?

Not that she wasin any hurry to
leave.

“I would have stayed a third
year,” Kidman tells me. “Does that
meanI’'m crazy?”

The protracted buildup led to
wild speculation and -curiosity
about the movie, which had been
teased as a “story of sexual jeal-
ousy and obsession.” When it was
finally released on July 16, 1999, the
response was muted, tinged with
disappointment. But its reputa-
tion and its mysteries have deep-
ened over the years. Christopher
Nolan callsit “the ‘2001’ of relation-
ship movies.” He is not entirely
wrong.

Kidman and I have talked

BY GLENN WHIPP

THE1999 PROJECT

All year we’ll be marking
the 25th anniversary of
pop culture milestones that
remade the world as we
knew it then and created
the world we live in now.
latimes.com/1999

about the film many times over the
years. With “Eyes Wide Shut”
markingits 25th anniversary, it felt
like a good occasion to deepen the
discussion.

You told me once that Kubrick jet-
tisoned a scene in “Eyes Wide
Shut” that you had spent six
weeks filming. What scene?
Maybe that was an exaggera-
tion. [Laughs.] It was the scene
with Tom and I where I start by
smoking the spliff in bed and
where I laugh and deliver the long
monologue. That took many

weeks. A lot of that was rehearsing
in the bedroom and then him not
likingwhat we’d done. Sowe ended
up reworking it, constructing it as
we went along. There was no need
to rush. Stanley would never go
over budget. What he bought was
time.

How did that scene evolve?

Just a lot of talking. When Tom
and I first started with Stanley, it
was at his home, and we didn’t
even go over to the sets at Pine-
wood [Studios]. Six, eight weeks
passed, and we’re wondering, “Are
we ever going to start?” And we
just wouldn’t start. We were get-
ting comfortable with each other,
comfortable enough to throw out
ideas. For that scene, we impro-
vised the beginning of it through
therehearsals.

Did you feel like he was mining
your own marriage to inform the
relationship between Bill and Al-
ice?

I suppose he was mining it.
There were ideas he was inter-
ested in. He’d ask a lot of ques-
tions. [See Kidman, E2Q]

A ditterent kind of freedom 1n ‘Sing Sing’

In film about a prison
theater group, acting
isn’t just make-believe.
It’s believe-believe.

By ASHLEY LEE

The new movie “Sing
Sing”is set in the maximum-
security correctional facility
ofthe same name, agray and
Gothic structure in upstate
New York that’s designed to
punish its sentenced inhab-
itants. But the majority of
the film takes place in an ex-
pansive auditorium, with
vaulted ceilings and large
windows that bathe the
space in natural light.

It is here that a prison
theater group meets multi-
ple times a week, sometimes

COLMAN DOMINGO, center, embraces Clarence Maclin while filming “Sing
Sing,” based on true stories of incarcerated actors “here to become human again.”

for a few hours, sometimes
all day. When working, they
are not incarcerated men
but swashbuckling pirates,
Old West cowboys and
Shakespearean antiheroes.
They play improv games, try
on costumes, recitelines and
rehearse with props; they
laugh, cry and embrace their
many emotions, as all the
best storytellers do.

As one incarcerated ac-
tor puts it in the movie,
“Brother, we’re here to be-
come human again.”

The line doubles as a the-
sis statement for “Sing Sing”
itself. Inspired by the true
stories of those who took
part in a unique real-world
theater program, the inti-
mate, captivating drama is
arguably one of Hollywood’s
most precise portrayals of

[See ‘Sing Sing,” E3]

ALEXANDER NEHER
ROB MORROW and
Marcia Cross in “The
Substance of Fire.”

Critique
of world
never

oets old

Rob Morrow, Marcia
Cross star in a lucid
but uneven revival of
‘Substance of Fire.’

CHARLES MeNULTY
THEATER CRITIC

Isaac Geldhart, the im-
perious protagonist of Jon
Robin Baitz’s “The Sub-
stance of Fire,” is waging a
losing battle against the
forces of cultural barbarism.

Ascruelly condescending
as he is intellectually dis-
cerning, the character left a
lasting impression when he
appeared onstage at Play-
wrights Horizons in 1991. His
gimlet-eyed observations
and mordant humor an-
nounced the arrival of a
playwright with something
to say and the fiery elo-
quence with which to say it.

A refugee from Hitler’s
Europe, Isaac has presided
over his family-owned New
York publishing house with
little regard for the profit
motive. Unconcerned with
bestseller lists, he would
rather publish a glossary of
colloquial Anglo-Indian
words and phrases or a six-
volume treatise on Nazi

[See ‘Fire, E2Q]

New life for a
vintage organ
Barton Opus, the
“voice” for silent films
at a Detroit movie
palace, is being
restored for a New
York arts center. E6

Comics .......cceueeee E4-5
Puzzles .......cccceueuenen. E5
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No scene was
ever just a
scene 1n “Lyes

Wide Shut’

[Kidman, from Ei]

But he had a strong sense of
the story he was telling. Ido
remember him saying,
“Triangles are hard. You
have to tread carefully when
it’satriangle.” Because one
person could feel ganged up
on. But he was aware of that
and knew how to manage
us.

Did you ever feel ganged up
on?

No. But there’s some-
thing about being a woman
inthat equation, too. And
Stanley liked women. He
had a different relationship
with Tom. They worked
more closely together on his
character.

Soyou’re having these
conversations, getting to
know each other, and he’s
shaping the script. What
part of yourself did you
bring to Alice?

My boldness. I'm quite
up-front and Alice becomes
quite up-front, particularly
when she was stoned ...
although that wasn’t me
when Iwas stoned. I was
just naturally like that.
Up-front.

How much experience in
being stoned did you bring
totherole?

Oh, I smoked whenIwas
younger. But it definitely
wasn’t of interest then.

Iremember reading some-
where that Kubrick told
you something like, “Re-
member, Nicole. The key to
the sceneis that Aliceis
stoned.”

And I probably would
have said, “Of course, Stan-
ley. Yeah. Gotit.”

The great thing about
himis that he told us, “Don’t
put me on a pedestal.”
That’sthe No. 1rule. Be-
cause when we came to his
house, we were like, “Oh, my
God. The great Stanley
Kubrick.” And that kind of
thinking hinders the cre-
ative process. He didn’t
want sycophants. He told us
to throwideas out. And
everyone has towait at least
10 seconds before they say
notoanidea.Iheard that,
and I’'m in my 20s, and
I'mlike, “OK. It’son.” It
was experimental, like
making student films in
Australia.

That boldness comes
through when Alice is
dancing with the Hungari-
an guy who’s trying to
seduce her.
“‘'mmaaaaarried.” 1

love when I'm shaking my
finger at him. Allthat wasn’t
scripted. It came out of
rehearsing.

She draws out alot of
words while she’s dancing
with him.

I've definitely been
drunk on Champagne, so
Iknew how to do that.
[Laughs.] And I’'m sureI've
said “I'm married” to differ-
ent people at different
times, so that’s good too.

Meanwhile, Bill is hitting
on the two young models,
which Alice sees. Before
that bedroom scene, she
grabs the joint from a
Band-Aid box and she
looks at herselfin the van-
ity mirror. There’s defi-
nitely a sense that she’s
about to start something.
She’s ready for a confronta-
tion.

Mmm-hmmm. To dig
around. But these were
conversations we never had
with Stanley, what you and
Iare doing now.

He didn’t like burrowing
into the scenes?

“Why” was the most
irritating question to him. It
istoalot of directors.
Iremember sayingit to
Philip Roth [author of “The
Human Stain,” adapted into
a 2003 film starring Kid-
man] and him going, “Don’t
ever ask me that.” Then he
gave me a signed copy of the
book that he had inscribed,
“Why not?”

So Kubrick would just get
what he wanted by wearing
youdown?

Idon’t know how he
would get it. Butin that
scene, I suppose that was
why he cast me. That mis-
chief, that provocative
nature, he found that out
and it got more imbued into
Alice. The scene where
Idropthedress...that was
me. That wasn’t written.
That was my dress from my
closet. “This is how I take off
the dress, Stanley.” Because
Ihad alot of clothes, we
weren’t paying to buy
clothes. And Stanley had
come over and I was show-
ing him all these beautiful
dresses. That’s how that
happened.

Are you aware of how that
monologue [Alice telling
Bill, “If you men only
knew” and then revealing
her sexual fantasy about
the naval officer] has taken
on alife of its own? Frank
Ocean used the whole thing

Warner Bros. Pictures

STANLEY KUBRICK, right, talked extensively about the film with stars Nicole Kidman and Tom Cruise.

in “Love Crimes.”

Get out! Are you kidding
me? Ilove that. Thank you,
Frank Ocean!

When I watched the movie
again recently, I was taking
notes and wrote, “Bill’s a
s—.” Ithink Alice had been
holding a lot and this scene
was her —

Poking him. Or maybe it
opens him up.

Well, that revelation devas-
tates him.

But human beings are
devastating. And you don’t
ever have real access to
somebody’s thoughts. You
may know someone. And
you may not. It’s not the
things we may want to hear,
but it’s deeply honest.

James Joyce has that
short story that I had al-
ready read before “Eyes
Wide Shut” where some-
thing is found out within
15 seconds that literally
destroys the marriage there
onthe spot, even though it
was a very good marriage.
Because it was based on
what they thought each
personwas. And thenit’s
like, “You were never the
person Ithought you were.”

Stanley always said
animals are far more honest

Warner Bros. Pictures

THE FILM’S final line is a single word, delivered by
Kidman. “And it’s a pretty good word,” the actor says.

than humans. Iremember
we were watching a wildlife
show on lions and the lion
went in and ferociously
attacked. He was upset by
that but also said, “Well, at
least animals are more
readable. You know what
their motives are.”

Did you agree with him?
No! I'd tell him, “That’s
not true!” [Laughs.] And
he’d say, “Nicole. Nicole.”
But Ilike to have a more
hopeful sense of humans,
which I'd always try to argue
in my youthful enthusiasm.

You have the last word in
the last Stanley Kubrick
movie. [After Alice tells
Bill there’s something they
“need todo as soon as
possible,” he asks, “What’s
that?” She answers with
one word.]

And it’s a pretty good
word. [Laughs.] And that
came out of the rehearsal
process too. When you
watchit, it’s great because
it’sabase, primal thing to
do. But I've never thought of
that.Ihave thelastlinein
the final Stanley Kubrick
movie. No one has ever said
that tome. That’s a careerin
itself. I'll take it.

What do people say to you
when they talk about the
movie?

They want to know what
it was like to spend that
much time making it, which
Iunderstand. It was two
years of ourlives! [Laughs.]
Iremember Sydney Pollack
when he arrived, telling us,
“I’'m only going to be here for
about three days. And it
seems like we got the scene
today.” And Tom and I just
looked at each other, going,
“Mmm-hmmm. Sure, Syd-
ney.”

You didn’t tell him? You
figured he’d discover the
truth soon enough?

No. It was like [brightly],
“Welcome!” By the end,
we’re learning how to make
pastabecause he’s a great
cook, Sydney. Stanley would
come to our trailer, we’d eat.
Inthelittle kitchen in our
trailer, Sydney would make
this unbelievable artichoke
pastawith [Parmigiano]
Reggiano and this incred-
ible olive oil and roast
chicken.

We had a home 10 min-
utes away, but we lived
in that trailer. Tom and
Ishared it because Stanley
would say, “You're not each
getting a trailer. We can’t
afford it.” Tom had a smaller
area because he was run-
ning stuff. And he’d play
video games. That was
when [“Minesweeper”] was
big. So there was alot of
that.

Are you aware that watch-
ing “Eyes Wide Shut” has
become a Christmas movie
ritual for some?

Sheesh. That’s an odd
Christmas movie! [Laughs.]
Well, there’s so many layers
to all of his films, which is
why we keep coming back to
them.

Do you think the finished
film was his final cut?

Oh, yeah. He had been
editing it for 18 months. It
wasn’t like he didn’t have
enough time. He was very
happy with it. For him to
show it to us, that is huge, if
you know Stanley. And the
Warners people were there.
He wasn’t going back to the
drawing board.

Have you ever seen it again
since that initial screening
in March in New York,
shortly before he died?

T've seen bits ofit. But
I've never watched it all the
way through. [Pause.] May-
be I'll watch it at Christmas.
[Laughs.]

It’s not a film you’re going
to sit down and watch with
your daughters, is it?

Definitely not. At the AFI
[Life Achievement Award]
tribute, they saw the scene
where I get stoned. They
showed that and I waslike,
“0Ooooh. Golly. OK.” I sat
next to my daughter Sun-
day, watching that.

Did she say anything to
you?

She said, “Mom, that was
good.” And then they
showed that scene in
“Birth,” the one you and I
talked about, and she said,
“That wasreally good.” And
Iwatched that scene and
thought, “Wow. That was
really good.” And I never do
that.

You probably hadn’t seen
that in ages either.

People watching their
own films feels slightly odd
tome. I’'m OK celebrating
directors because it’s their
work. But my own little part
ofit, it’slike [groans]. But if
you're a director, it’s lovely
to hear that you’re proud of
it. So I'mvery, very proud of
it. Isay that toyou, Stanley
up there, ifyou're listening
tome.

He knows that anyway.

Rekindling “The Substance of Fire’

[‘Fire,” from E1]

medical experiments than a
hip new novel that his son
Aaron believes can turn
around the company’s dire
finances.

The first part of “The
Substance of Fire,” in a re-
vival at Ruskin Group Thea-
tre in Santa Monica, takes
place in a conference room
at Kreeger/Geldhart Pub-

lishers. The year is 1987, and
Aaron (Emmitt Butler) has
summoned his two siblings,
Martin (Barret T. Lewis), a
landscape architect who
teaches at Vassar College,
and Sarah (Fiona Dorn), an
actor on an indie children’s
television program who has
flown in from L.A., to urge
Isaac (Rob Morrow) tolisten
to business reason.

The King Lear of book
publishers, Isaac isn’t pre-
pared to bend to the will of
his children. After Martin
backs Aaron by offering him
his shares of the company,
Sarah tentatively comes to
her father’s defense by offer-
ing Isaac her own. A mini
succession drama unfolds,
but like the HBO series on
the subject, it’simpossible to
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separate corporate one-
upmanship from family dys-
function.

The second half of the
play, set 3% years later in
1991, moves the action to
Isaac’s Gramercy Park
apartment, where the patri-
arch, in exile since Aaron’s
successful takeover, is still
trying to regain the upper
hand despite the steep de-
cline in his physical and cog-
nitive health. Martin, loyal
despite his father’s dismiss-
al ofhim as a “gardener’s ap-
prentice,” has arrived to fa-
cilitate Isaac’s tense meet-
ing with a psychiatric social
worker (played by a refresh-
ingly assured Marcia Cross),
who has been sent to evalu-
ate his ability to live inde-
pendently.

Plot-wise, “The Sub-
stance of Fire” reveals a
playwright still mastering
his craft. But as a character
study, with  Holocaust
themes deepening the
stakes of the domestic tur-
moil, the play holds up ex-
tremely well in its critique of
a world that has lost its ca-
pacity for silence and that is
prepared to sacrifice litera-
ture for meretricious dis-
traction.

Director Mike Reilly does
alucid job of sorting out the
play’s diptych structure.
The second half, safely in the
veteran hands of Morrow
(“Northern Exposure”) and
Cross (“Desperate House-
wives”), helps clarify the
continuity of Isaac’s post-
traumatic journey. The play
may seem like two one-acts
soldered together, but there
isadiscernible throughline.

A casting problem, how-
ever, hampers the produc-
tion from the start. The ac-
tors playing Isaac’s children
seem so removed from the
play’s milieu that Baitz’s ex-
travagant language tends to

ALEXANDER NEHER

BARRET T. LEWIS, left, Fiona Dorn and Rob
Morrow star in a revival of “The Substance of Fire.”

‘The
Substance
of Fire’

Where: Ruskin Group
Theatre, 3000 Airport
Ave., Santa Monica

When: 8 p.m. Fridays,
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays,
through Sept. 1

Cost: $25-$40

Info: ruskingroup
theatre.com or

(310) 397-3244

Running time: 2 hours,
including one intermission

die in their mouths.
Compounding the issue,
the dreary shoestring sets
fail to conjure the literary
ambience that Isaacis fight-
ing a rearguard action to
preserve. The younger en-
semble members seem to
have wandered in from a 21st
century culture unimagin-
able to the play’s high-
minded patriarch.
Fortunately, “The Sub-
stance of Fire” belongs to
Isaac. And Morrow, who has
a long history with the play,
having played Aaron in an
early Naked Angels work-
shop production and in the

Long Wharf Theatre 1990
world premiere, supplies a
welcome note of somber
gravity. His Isaac may be
more modest than the char-
acter portrayed so memora-
bly by Ron RifKin in the New
York premiere, at the Mark
Taper Forum and in the 1996
Daniel Sullivan film. But
Morrow’s quiet intensity,
which doesn't soft-pedal
Isaac’s arrogance and bellig-
erence, has a haunting qual-
ity.

The humanity ofhis char-
acter, concealed in his early
filial interactions, will not be
denied. When Cross’ Marge
shares a few details of her
own tragic marriage to a cor-
rupt politician, Morrow’s
Isaac responds in a way that
sets in motion a thaw in the
heart of a man who found
survivalin literature but at a
cost he’s just beginning to
understand.

This Ruskin Group The-
atre production may not do
full justice to Baitz’s drama,
but how welcome it is to re-
encounter this playwright
just as he’s discovering his
own voice through the con-
tradictions and critical
sharpness of a protagonist
who knows the value of fight-
ing alosing battle.
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Theater program helps inmates clean up their acts

[‘Sing Sing,’ from Ei1]
acting — not merely as a ve-
hicle for expression or the
basis of a global industry but
simply as an exercise of
imagining yourself to be
someone else for a moment.
When practiced commu-
nally, the pastime of playing
pretend can yield powerful,
lasting changes.

“Sing Sing” arrived in
theaters Friday after collect-
ing an audience award at
South by Southwest, nu-
merous favorable reviews
and much Oscar buzz. Di-
rector Greg Kwedar credits
the film’s reception to the
foundation set by Rehabili-
tation Through the Arts, the
volunteer-run theater pro-
gram founded at Sing Sing
in 1996 that has since ex-
panded to dance, music, vis-
ual arts and creative writing
across eight New York state
correctional facilities.

“Because of how the pro-
gram approaches actingasa
tool for self-development,
there is an intense openness
that’s happening in front of
the camera,” the filmmaker
said in a Zoom interview
from San Francisco earlier
this week, “a vulnerability to
just be uncomfortable and
go for it that’s been built
among the men through
years of trust.”

Kwedar, 39, and his co-
writer, Clint Bentley, 38, de-
veloped their screenplay
while shadowing rehearsals,
participating in workshops,
attending performances
and meeting with RTA
alumni, who make up 85% of
the film’s cast and play ver-
sions of themselves.

While professional acting
companies generally stage
classic texts with an empha-
sis on factual accuracy and
dramaturgicallogic, RTAin-
stead prioritizes each ac-
tor’s emotional authenticity.
Theater buffs will notice this
freedomright from the start,
when “Sing Sing” opens with
“Rustin” star Colman Do-
mingo, 54, portraying the
program’s founding mem-
ber John “Divine G” Whit-
field. He’s performing on-
stage in the prison’s produc-
tion of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” reciting
Lysander’s lines (“The
course of true love never did
run smooth”) with full com-
mitment — and while don-
ning a gold crown.

“Why is he wearing that?”
Domingo asked on a video
call, laughing. “He’s not a
king, he’s one of the lovers.
Maybe it’s because that’s
just the costumes they had.
But regardless of why, that’s
a choice that makes sense to
these actors: Our Lysander
wears a crown — where’s the
problem?”

RTA’s unwavering dedi-
cation to looseness is rare in
the theatrical world, rarer
still in the prison world. “We
all tell ourselves that there
are rules in place about who
we are and how we have to
be,” Domingo added, “but
what RTA says instead is,
you don’t have to be any of
the things that have been
impressed uponyou, the his-
toryyou came in here with or
the trauma you’'ve suffered.
You can actually liberate
yourself and become some-
thing new. Ithink we as view-
ers long for that, to give our-
selves that permission so
freely.”

“Sing Sing” follows a
group of incarcerated actors
through their new produc-
tion: an original time-trav-
eling comedy that includes
(but is not limited to) Egyp-
tian mummies, gladiator
battles, dance numbers, a
“Hamlet” monologue and a
Freddy Krueger cameo. The
play’s premise is pulled di-
rectly from a 2005 Esquire
article about the prison pro-
gram that initially caught
Kwedar’s attention, but the
movie is focused less on
“Breakin’ the Mummy’s
Code” than the incremental
progress of learning to see
yourself as a person capable
of creativity and rebirth.

“It was cathartic, be-
cause I got to work out a lot
of frustrations and tensions,
examine them through
playing other characters
and see life through other
eyes,” recalled Clarence “Di-
vine Eye” Maclin, 58, who,
while incarcerated, initially
wanted to join RTA to flirt
with female volunteers. He
went on to lead Sing Sing
productions of “West Side
Story,” “Jitney” and “Oedi-
pus Rex.”

“I was always enthusias-
tic about going into rehears-
al because I was entering a
space of freedom, a space
where I knowI'm goingto get
some healing and have a
good time,” he added. “I
know people probably never
would think that, because
it’s prison. But that space
was not prison, that was our
space. And doing plays and
creating and having volun-
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COLMAN DOMINGO (pictured with San José and the cast in a scene from “Sing
Sing”) says, “Love, sweetness, playfulness and brotherhood are always available.”

teers come in from outside
who actually view me as a
human being where my
opinion counts — that was a
beautiful way to exist in a
place that wanted to try to
deny my existence.”

Over the course of “Sing
Sing,” between the play’s
auditions and opening
night, the actors rigorously
prepare for their roles with
dance battles, sword fights
and improv games — the lat-
ter of which were not fully
scripted but attempted
fresh on set, led by “Sound of
Metal” Oscar nominee Paul
Raci, who portrayslongtime
RTA volunteer-playwright
Brent Buell.

These sequences of un-
abashed, autonomous play
“were hard to -calibrate,”
said Kwedar, “because you
don’t want to trivialize
what’s happening, which is
actually quite significant.
These were moments of
childlike joy in the acting
process that were like full-
throated screams of exul-
tance. We made sure that
the camera was rarely ever
looking away and always
moving closer, and dancing
with the same freedom that
the men felt in that space.”

Domingo called the in-
clusion of such images of vul-
nerability between men —
especially men of color — a
radical act. “The world
doesn’t see us that way,” he
said. “We’re usually depicted
with hypermasculine, hard-
ened, deteriorating exami-
nations of who we are, which
then makes people think of
us in a certain way in the
world. But what I and my co-
stars know to be true is that
love, sweetness, playfulness
and brotherhood are always
available.”

Kwedar said that he and
Domingo agreed “Sing Sing”
should be, “above all things,
honest, elegant and tender”
— words one usually
wouldn’t use to describe a
movie set in a prison.

Rather than replicating
the genre’sviolent and dehu-
manizing clichés, the direc-
tor instead presents yard
scenes outside the theater
group’s work with a stillness,
“like a Greek chorus that
doesn’t have the freedom to

move, the permission to
speak orthe ability to convey
any kind of love or emotion.
To me, that kind of numb-
ness felt more horrifying
than any bloodshed.”

“Sing Sing” was filmed
over 19 days in July 2022,
across multiple decommis-
sioned correctional facili-
ties, a tough environment to
be in, logistically and for for-
merly incarcerated actors to
return to, even with a coun-
selorin tow.

“It’s all concrete and
there’s just no airflow,” said
co-writer and producer
Bentley. “But whenever the
alumni were filming to-
gether, they brought so
much joy that it far sur-
passed any of the misery of
filming in that place. Walk-
inginto the space they’d cre-
ated was like walking into

’ 9

colorin ‘The Wizard of Oz.

The film closes with
footage of jubilant curtain
calls from actual Sing Sing
productions, material cap-
tured by RTA over the years
not just for posterity but to
send home to family mem-
bers of incarcerated cast
members. The movie
doesn’t concern itself with
who gave the best perform-
ance in the show, nor does it
say who goes on to become a
professional actor once re-
leased. It’s not interested in
those things.

“The acting we’re trying
to interrogate in this film is
not about performing for an
audience on opening night,”
said Kwedar. “There’s akind
of falseness that can happen
when you’re just memoriz-
ing lines and being techni-
cally excellent. It’s when you

Photos from A24
JAMES WILLIAMS, left, and Sean San José in a scene from “Sing Sing,” which portrays a theater group at a maximum-security prison.

CLARENCE “Divine Eye” Maclin says the theater
program allowed him to “see life through other eyes.”

can step outside of yourself
and look through someone
else’s eyes that your capacity
for empathy is unlocked and
a deep truth comes through.
And what that starts to
build in you is something
that isunparalleled.”

“Sing Sing” makes clear
that actingis hard work, cre-
ativity is a muscle worth ex-
ercising and dreaming is a
discipline best taken seri-
ously. Domingo and Maclin’s
initially discordant charac-
ters discover a healthier per-
spective of each other and
themselves; all those silly
improv games and blocking
rehearsals create an empa-
thy and openness that al-
lows them to forge a friend-
ship. A real kind of rehabili-
tation has happened.

This resolution mirrors
the facts: A 2011 John Jay

College for Criminal Justice
study found that those who
participate in RTA pro-
grams have better social
skills and fewer conflicts
while in prison. And accord-
ing to RTA, less than 3% of
RTA members return to
prison as repeat offenders,
compared with 60% of incar-
cerated people nationally.

Such results make for a
strong argument for anyone,
incarcerated or otherwise,
to give the transformational
power of acting a try.

“I hope we are aware of
our power, of what we have
to offer,” says Kwedar. “If
this can happen inside Sing
Sing, it can happen any-
where. We don’t have to set-
tle for misery. Art is as vital
as the air we breathe and
wherever people have access
toit, they can thrive.”

‘Hill Street,” ‘Doogie Howser’ actor Sikking dies

[Sikking, from Ei1]

one with respect, taught me
countless lessons, yet al-
ways had a spark of mischief
in his eyes. It was an abso-
lute honor to be his son. My
condolences to his actual
family for theirloss.”

Sikking enjoyed a varied
professional acting career
that lasted nearly 60 years
and included appearances
in popular series “Starsky
and Hutch,” “MASH,” “Col-
umbo,” “General Hospital”
and “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm.” Starring roles in the
series “Hill Street Blues”
and “Doogie Howser, M.D.,”
however, were Sikking’s
claims to fame.

By the early 1980s, Sik-
king had established quite
the track record for portray-
ing law enforcement and au-
thority figures onscreen.
With the dynamic NBC po-
lice procedural “Hill Street
Blues,” he leaned into this
type even more. From 1981 to
1987, Sikking starred as Lt.
Howard Hunter, a Vietnam
War veteran who was the
head of an emergency ac-
tion team.

The lieutenant’s uptight
demeanor often was played

ABC Photo Archives/Disney General Entertainment Content via Getty Images

‘A TRUE PROFESSIONAL’
James B. Sikking “taught me countless lessons,”
“Doogie Howser” co-star Neil Patrick Harris said.

for laughs but was rooted in
Sikking’s own experience
with a drill instructor when
he was a student at UCLA
in the late 1950s.

“The drill instructor
looked like he had steel for
hair and his uniform had so
much starch in it, you knew
it would sit in the corner
when he took it off in the
barracks,” he told the
Fresno Bee in 2014.

“Hill Street Blues,” from

writers Steven Bochco and
Michael Kozoll, won 26
Primetime Emmy Awards
during its run. Sikking
earned a supporting actor
Emmy nod in 1984 but lost to
co-star Bruce Weitz, who
played Sgt. Mick Belker.
Amid his “Hill Street
Blues” tenure, Sikking also
enjoyed a busy film career,
appearinginthe movies “Or-
dinary People,” “Star Trek
III: The Search for Spock”

and “Morons From Outer
Space,” among others.

Sikking and Bochco re-
united shortly after “Hill
Street Blues” for “Doogie
Howser, M.D.” Sikking
starred as Dr. David How-
ser, the father of Harris’
wunderkind and a Vietnam
War veteran who pursued a
practice of his own. The se-
ries aired on ABC from 1989
£01993 and won three Prime-
time Emmys.

After “Doogie Howser,
M.D.,” Sikking appeared in
supporting roles on the se-
ries “Brooklyn South” and
“Invasion America” but also
turned his attention to film
and TV movies, including “In
Pursuit of Honor,” “Dare to
Love,” “Mutiny” and “Made
of Honor.” He most recently
appeared in the film “Just an
American” and the TV series
“The Closer,” both in 2012.

Sikking was born March
5, 1934, in Los Angeles and
graduated from UCLA in
1959. He married Florine
Caplan, with whom he had
two children and four grand-
children.

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.
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LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz

BUT WE HAVE |

oW eack, ¢

ILL YOU 5
m‘&nm‘rr ME, OTHER!IT’S ONLY
KARINA? BEEN 89.8 DAYS.

14

2024 LALD AL Dt uted by Androws chles! Syndcation
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IT'S A REALITY SHOW.
WE HAVE TO GET THIS

DONE BEFORE THE
SEASON RUNS OVUT.
AND THERE’S ALSO
THE "GETTING THE
GREEN CARD" THING.
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PICKLES By Brian Crane

AMERI

IT’'S ROMANCE, THEN, YES,
STYLE!

3.4,

CAN-  MEMO, YES!

YOU'LL NEVER
GET AWAY WITH
‘L—-ﬂ THIS, ACKERMANI

CRABGRASS By Tauhid Bondia

FOOLS! MY PLAN 15
ALREADY IN (TS
FINAL STAGESI T'VE
PREPARED FOR
EVERY EVENTUALITY!

ON, YEAW? T RET You
DIDNT PREPARE FOR
OUR PAL KEVINI

LTHINK THANK-
You NOTES ARE A
WOMAN THING,

i

THT

WE MEN RON'T NEED

ATHANK-YOU NOTE

EVERY TIME WE DO
SOMETHING NICE.

N\

WE EXPECT A BoX
OF FRESHLY BAKED

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

ey, vamme | [way
e
—  BIGEOOT. G

WANNA COME?

A UE DOESN'T EXIST, |:
NOTZ / AND B)IF UE DID

EXIST, LE WOULDN'T
LIVE AROUND LIERE,

WE'LL KEEP
TUAT IN MIND

CANDORVILLE By Darrin Bell

BACK IN THE DAY, A
MAN WOULD PRESS
. LIKE 4 MAN.

#  WWW.CANDORVILLE COM

LLE BDOKS

A MAN WOULD WEAE A

SUIT AND A HAT, AN'

THAT Wh& JUET Hig
PATAMAS.

YOU EVER THOUGHT
OF WEARING A HATZ
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LOOSE PARTS By Dave Blazek
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Don’t look at me.
\_(it_.l wanted 3
ceiling fan.

. =%
! ! : g
S (o] s
X - :
= - -
=
o ) 3
?’é- Blazek

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

WHAT PO YOU PO \ OH,THATS

WHEN SOMEONE | WHY T TAKE
THESE BABY

THEM ARQUNP TO
FACE ME.AND HIS CUTE
LITTLE FACE CHEERS
ME UP

((TURN THE OTHER CHcK )|

YOUVE OFFENPED ALk OF US. |

( SORRL..BUT QOU HAVE TO RENT THE
KAYAKS IN ADVANCE ONLINE!

JUMP START By Robb Armstrong

[ Eiaeee! An
eatWig 1ried
tofiy in

my eac!
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o

MACANUDO By Liniers

{15 50 NICE T
HAVE TIME FOR
A 600D [ONG READ.

15N"T TOMORROW
YOUR MATH TEST?

A REAL FRIEND )
| WOULD NoT BE |
W GIGGLING.

BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall

HAVE TO

THEY CANCELED [GOOGLE

THAT.

I WONDER WHAT OUR
ANCESTORS ATE BEFORE
THE INVENTION OF CARS?

717

= :
www.tundracomics.com

SIX CHIX By Susan Camilleri Konar

’7 I'M READING YOU
YOUR RIGHTS—
NOT MANSPLAINING.

2

07T

Ll ARE YOU

il

1 SURE AM! I'M THE
NEW HERE? |NEW PASTRY CHEF!

#\T-—A—-—-"“—-—’ g IN TO GET

! Ol I Was

A SANDWICH

YOU KNOW WHAT
5| JUST COMING |GOES GREAT WITH

A SANDWICH?
A CUPCAKE!

D! )~ 1 SHOULD HAVE L
HIRED YOU A LONG
fi

TIME AGO! g

BETWEEN FRIENDS By Sandra Bell-Lundy

MAEVE -T. SENT THE

UPDATES You WANTED-
Nou <ee? T JpLD Yo
T Would Do 1T

You. PRE A NERVOUS
T4PE - PepHAPS THS
CONSULTING TeB IS
Too mucH For You®
You NEED To LEARN
How To SoLE

' des- I TRINK. )
MAYBE T

PROBLEM NUMRER.
ONE: You

My vext, AMAZING

¢tory 1¢ The Million
Gallon Cack of the World
Greatect Amontillado,

0 0 T VO | T
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TALES OF MYSTERY & EXAGGERATION

DRABBLE By Kevin Fagan

I EIY 53954 Mo s Symsesin,

FRAZZ By Jef Mallett

NO ONENEEDS TO WEAR

A

HELMET FOR BOWLING /

IF YOU THINK SNACK-
FOOD SERVING

S1ZE SHOULD 3‘{"
VARY BY ¢
CONSUMER,,

WOULDN'T You, Y [ TAKE A SMALLER | [1F THEY CAN OK, THAT'S
THE SMALLER-SIZED | | SERVING SIZE? | |DO T BASEDON \ {\y A POINT.
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Wow !

EARL, WHATS
THAT!?!,

WAS HOPING
IT_WAS A

BREATH
MINT.
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YOURE A
BIRD, AND BIRDS
DONT SHAVE !
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Solutions to Tuesday’s puzzles

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
(or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.

EASY CHALLENGING PREVIOUS
12X 4 5+ 3 Josx |3 2+ 1- ANSWERS
: 1[a]a 2]
= ]
2 205 o [6X F =T F
2= H §11]12]4]|3
. 3, ; 3 2+
7 45X £1314]11]|2
5 IR
£ i[2/1]3]4
j6X 12 [3— a [+ |3+ 2— S —
Q Q
put b - | i3
" 2113 4[2|6]5
@ ] 5— [100x
% 10+ 11+ t[2]1 6/4/5]3
3+ 5 t [al2]51]3]6
o 13+ 60X =3
§ |+ n s [3l6]2 5|1]a
£ £ [5]alale]2]1
©2024 KenKen Puzze, LLC www.kenken.com ©2024 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com 651113 412
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
New blood will invigorate
your social and professional
scene. The initial approach
isthe hardest part today.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): Even with your “no re-
grets” policy, certain moods
can cause you to ponder
what you’d do differently.
The examination influences
your future choices.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
You’ve been thinking about
doing something a little am-
bitious, perhaps even scary.
Don’t wait for motivation —
start without it and it will
show up at the perfect time.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
You are purposeful but
open-minded. You welcome
an array of experiences. Be-
ing comfortable in a variety
of contextsis the hallmark of
sophistication.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): No
villain is complete without a
good side, and no hero is

complete without flaws. To-
day highlights the complex
mix in others and in you too.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
It’snormal to feel bewildered
in this vast ocean of life. If
you get lost, try anchoring to
a hull and sticking with the
vessel like a barnacle. You’ll
love the journey.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
There are accomplishments
you want because of what
they represent to you. Some
things you just have to do to
prove that you can.

Scorpio (Oct.24-Nov.21):
When people seek your ap-
proval, it’s flattering to a
point. You'll be drawn to the
emotionally self-reliant.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): You have so much
knowledge, you could write a
whole book. It starts small,
though, by organizing and
ordering your thoughts.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): You'll realize the fun of a
playful approach to life. The
equallylighthearted willfind
youirresistible, as will some-

one with a heavy heart.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): There are social oppor-
tunities coming your way. It
won’t hurt to have a number
oficebreakers and fun topics
inyour conversational bag.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): You weren’t exactly
working toward a leadership
position, yet if no one is do-
ing it as well as you know you
can,you’ll step up.

Today’s birthday (July
17): You’ll be buoyed on
strong currents of passion.
Your special charisma Kicks
in to help you magnetize the
things you’re most attracted
to. More highlights: three
celebrations, a shift in your
style that creates ease and
allows you to cover great dis-
tances, and a perfect report
card of sorts. Virgo and Leo
adore you. Your lucky num-
bersare: 7,12, 2,20 and 15.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

CROSSWORD

Edited By Patti Varol
By Jerry Edelstein

ACROSS

1 Mazda two-seater

6 Nerve centers

10 A bit open

14 “What a bummer!”

15 Soon, quaintly

16 Small bay

17 Part of a cross-
examination

20 French 10

21 Salt Lake City college
athletes

22 Female sheep

23 Mint family herb

26 Earlier than

29 High school honor that
may come with a tiara

31 Pa. neighbor

34 Having five sharps, on a
score

35 One of a kind

36 Nobleman’s address

39 Adjust, as wheels

41 non grata

42 Flee

43 Verdi opera set in
Egypt

44 Hibernation spot

45 Tackle the slopes

46 Highlighted excerpt in
an article

48 WNBA official

51 Spoils

52 Place for the Torah

55 Stella __ cookies

56 Pro vote

58 “Behave!,” and an apt
title for this puzzle

64 “Got it”

65 Future atty.’s exam

66 Give a quick review

67 Moist

68 “Sisters” Emmy winner
Ward

69 Writing class writing
assignment

DOWN

1 Waze display

2 _ Jima

3 French buddy

4 Cannondale two-seater

5 Not voting 56-Across

6 Owned

7 Mentally restless

8 Pitcher Jim who wrote
the 1970 memoir “Ball
Four”

© 2024 Tribune Content Agency

52

58

64

67

9 Show scorn

10 Put on a show

11 _ de vivre

12 Affirm

13 Painter Magritte

18 Strike, as from a formal
record

19 Retired fast jet, briefly

23 Steeple topper

24 James of “Gunsmoke”

25 Turn around

27 Bridle strap

28 Hooting birds

30 Witty remark

32 Louisiana religion with
African roots

33 Will who voices Lego
Batman

36 Musical mixtures

37 Basra’s country

38 “Fleishman Is in
Trouble” actress Claire

40 Hibernation spot

41 Heap

43 Like the northern
lights

46 Read carefully

47 Seventh planet from the
sun

49 Big name in ice cream

50 April __ Day

52 Surrounded by

53 Set’s opposite

54 Was aware of

57 Loosen (up)

59 Susan of “L.A. Law”

60 School support org.

61 Private chats on soc.
media

62 Sine __ non

63 Asset in a covert op

ANSWER TO

PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

The player known as
“Second Hand Rose”
showed up at my club. When
therule of “second hand low”
on defense was taught, Rose
must have been out with
Jiggs the plumber.

Rose was East. After
North held his nose and
opened one club on his 19-
count, South played at 3NT.
West led a diamond, riding
tothe 10. Southled a heart to
dummy’s king and returned
a club, and Second Hand
Rose...with the queen!

South was in trouble. If
he played low, Rose would
lead a diamond, setting up
West’s suit while he had the
king of clubs as an entry. So
South took the ace and led
the jack, but West played
low. South tried a heart to

dummy’s jack; when Rose
won and led a diamond,
South took only eight tricks.

South would make 3NT if
Rose played low on the first
club. South would play the
jack, losing to West, but
would win four club tricks
and atleast 10in all.

South could succeed
even against Rose’s defense,
but only with double-
dummy play.

Youhold: 4 Q9v 942 ¢ K
J974 &« K76. Your partner
opens one club, you respond
one diamond and he bids
one heart. What doyou say?

Answer: Partner could
have 18 points, so you must
bid again. To rebid two dia-
monds on aragged five-card
suit would be wrong. A two-
club preference might work.
With the balanced pattern,
bid INT. If partner has a
spade holding such as A-x-Xx,

a notrump contract may
fare better if played from

your side of the table.
North dealer
N-Svulnerable
NORTH
A AK8
vAKJ6
¢AGS
*432
WEST EAST
aQ9 610764
v942 vQ1085
¢ KJOT4 ¢83
%K76 %05
SOUTH
a532
v73
¢Q102
%AJ1098
NORTH  EAST SOUTH ~ WEST
1a Pass 2% Pass
29 Pass 3& Pass
34 Pass 3NT All Pass

Openinglead — & 7

Tribune Content Agency

ASKING ERIC

Dear Erie: My son recently
announced that he and his
wife are divorcing. Shortly
afterthat,Ifound out myson
had an affair with the daugh-
ter of my ex-husband’s wife.
Technically, the other wom-
an is his stepsister but they
only all met as adults, so it’s
not cringe-inducing incestu-
ous.

Apparently, my ex-hus-
band knew about the affair
while it was occurring, and
never said anything to our
son, in order to protect their
relationship. I'm really an-
gry that my son’s father said
nothing, and that I wasn’t
told sooner so that I could
have done something.

Isitjustnarcissisticofme
to think this is any of my
business, or that I could
have helped the marriage,
had I known?

With this new informa-
tion, I'm having a hard time
being supportive and empa-
thetic. I just want to tell my
son to give my daughter-in-
law whatever she wants in
the divorce; that she de-
serves it. Don’t we all hold
each other accountable, or
do I just not understand
boundaries?

SAD AND ANGRY MoM

Dear Mom: You're not be-
ing narcissistic, but you may
be overestimating your (or
anyone’s) ability to make a
family member see reason
when they’re bound and de-
termined to do exactly what
they want, no matter the

consequences.

I know you would have
liked for your son or his fa-
ther to call you about this,
but, really, the call they
needed to make wastoahaz-
mat team because this is a
mess.

I'mnotinclined to believe
that someone who willingly
courts disaster, both familial
and marital, is likely to be
persuaded by a dressing
down from mom.

You have the right, and
parental responsibility, tolet
your son know that youdon’t
condone his actions. While
he will have to work to earn
back the portion of your re-
spect he’s lost, remember
that the amends he needs to
make to his soon-to-be ex-
wife are between them.
That’s where the boundaries
comein.

Dear Erie: My husband
and I, married almost 40
years, are entering our twi-
light years with very differ-
ent abilities and stages of
our bodies failing. We’re in
our early 70s. We have always
been outdoorsy and active.

I now have serious heart
issues that really slow me
down, so I only do a little
camping and a daily walk,
whereas my husband still
does it all. We live in a rural
area, so I feel like I'd be hap-
pier in a retirement commu-
nity. My husband is reluc-
tant to make this change. We
could afford to live sepa-
rately, but we are so symbi-

otic now. What should we
do?
READY TO MOVE ON

Dear Ready: While I'm
sorry that you’re having
more trouble being active,
I'm heartened by your per-
spective onit. You've figured
out a solution that will work
for you, which is healthy and
is going to keep you healthi-
er. In fact, it’s a solution that
will keep both of you happier.
You should present it toyour
husband in that way.

Approach this transition
the way you’ve approached
other life changes through-
out your marriage. It may
feel too big for him and that
might be scary. But help him
see that your quality of life
will improve and his won’t
have to change.

He canstill go campingin
the same spots that he does,
presuming that the commu-
nity you choose is within
driving distance of your
home. With you making
stronger social connections
in the community, he may
feel more empowered to pur-
sue his outdoorsy interests,
and then come home to you.

If you can afford to live
separately, you should also
be able to afford to keep the
rural abode, if you want, and
still live together in the com-
munity. It’s going to be a
change for both of you. But I
see only upside here.

Email questions to
eric@askingeric.com.

FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

©2024 Bil Keane, ine.
Dist by King Featuras Synd
wivw.familyctreus.com

“Couldn’t we wait till the tide
goes out so it won’t be

s0 deep?”

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham

“THEY HAVE WINGS.”

GET A FAIR TRIALRY

MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul Anderson

e N W RIAB N

“Dogs never get lost, but they
sure get distracted easily.”

BLISS By Harry Bliss

SPEED BUMP By Dave Coverly

mr

il "R

ALL SQUIRRELS GO
TO HEAYEN TOO?
YAY!
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Piecing together 1920s pipe organ for N.Y. move

DETROIT — A massive
pipe organ that underscored
the drama and comedy of
silent movies with live music
in Detroit’s ornate Holly-
wood Theatre nearly a cen-
tury ago was dismantled
into thousands of pieces and
stashed away.

The Barton Opus, built in
1927, spent four decades

The Barton Opus,
once a Detroit movie
house fixture, is being
restored for Rochester
performance center.

By CorREY WILLIAMS

BEYOND THE FRAME

THE ULTIMATE ART EXPERIENCE IN LAGUNA BEACH

PAGEANT othe MASTERS

WHERE ART COMES TO LIFE

Did that painting just wink at you? Rub your eyes
and lean closer, because at the Pageant of the
Masters, the line between canvas and reality blurs
in a breathtaking display of living art. Witness

stored in a garage, attic and
basement in suburban De-
troit. But the towering musi-
cal curiosity is being lovingly
restored in Indianapolis and
eventually will be trucked,
piece by piece, to the Roch-
ester Institute of Technol-
ogy in western New York, to
be reassembled and re-
housed in a theater specif-
ically designed to accommo-
date it.

In its heyday, the Barton
Opus was able to re-create
the sounds of many instru-
ments, including strings,
flutes and tubas, says Carl-
ton Smith, who has been re-
storing the organ since 2020.

It also contained real per-
cussion instruments — a pi-
ano, xylophone, glocken-
spiel, cymbals and drums —
and could produce sound ef-
fects including steamboat
and bird whistles, Smith
says.

For many moviegoers,
the organs — and the organ-
ists — were the stars.

“One guy could do it all,”
Smith says. “Inthe big cities,
they were literally filling the
theaters’ thousands of seats
multiple times during the
day. They were showing live
shows along with the films.
It was a big production.”

The Barton Opus en-
joyed good acoustics at the
Hollywood Theatre, accord-
ing to the Detroit Theater
Organ Society. The theaters
in Detroit at that time, the
golden age of the city’s auto
industry, were as glamorous
as any in New York, Chicago,
Los Angeles or San Fran-

real people transform into iconic masterpieces,
brought to life with stunning costumes, captivat-
ing storytelling, and a live musical score that will
leave you breathless.

Don’t miss it!

JULY 6 t« AUGUST 30

TICKETS START AT $45
800.487.3378 | PageantTickets.com

O] -+ 0}

The Random 1s, Classic Rock's
One-Hit-Wonders Tribute Band
Special Guest Host-Radio Personality Shotgun Tom Kelly
Downey Performing Arts Theater, Saturday July 20, 2024

With hundreds of great tribute bands available,
The Random 1s have carved out a unique
role by honoring the works of the
One-Hit-Wonders of the '60s and ‘70s.

The band offers true to form renditions of these
hits and hearing these performed live is what
audiences love. Experience Classic Rock’s One-Hit-
Wonders for yourself with The Random 1s Band!

MicHAEL CONROY Associated Press

CARLTON SMITH, left, and Justin Nimmo with the console of the Barton Opus
234 theater organ they’re restoring for Rochester Institute of Technology.

cisco, according to John
Lauter, an organist and or-
gan technician.

“We were such arich mar-
ket for moviegoers that the
theater owners built these
palatial places,” he says.
“There were no plain -Jane
movie houses back then.”

Lauter, who is a director
of the Detroit Theater Or-
gan Society and president of
the Motor City Theatre Or-
gan Society, says the Holly-
wood Theatre organ was one
of the largest made by the
Bartola Musical Instrument
Co. of Oshkosh, Wis. Only
three were sold; the other
two were installed in the
Highland Theater in Chi-
cago and the Rialto Square
Theatre in Joliet, I1l.

Of the three, this is “the
last one left that hasn’t been
altered,” Smith says.

In the decades that fol-
lowed, televisions began to
appear in living rooms
across the nation, and the
grand movie houses fell out
offavor. The Hollywood The-
atre closed in the 1950s, its
fixtures were sold, and its
famed Barton Opus was on
the verge of being lost to his-
tory.

But in the early 1960s,
Lauter’s friend, Henry Przy-
bylski, bought it at auction

“He pulled together all of
his friends in the winter of
1963,” Lauter says. “The
building had no electricity
and no heat. They came in
with Coleman lanterns and
block and tackle.”

They took the organ
apart, and Przybylski — an
engineer and organ buff —
transported the thousands
of pieces back to his Dear-
born Heights home, where it
would remain, unassem-
bled, for about 40 years.

“He never heard or
played that instrument
ever,” Lauter says. “He lived
a majority of his life owning
that thing. He’d roll up the
garage door and there would
be that console in there. He
made it known it was the
very best there was.”

Przybylski died in 2000,
but that did not spell the end
ofthe Barton Opus’ odyssey.

Steven Ball, a profes-
sional organist who taught
in the University of Michi-
gan’s organ department,
asked Przybylski’s widow in
2003 if the organ was for sale.

“Icame up with everylast
bit of cash Icould,” Ball says.

But he also put the pipe
organ straight into storage.

“This whole project was
to see this organ through to
safety, until I could find an

In 2019, Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology Presi-
dent David C. Munson
reached out to Ball, whom
he had known since Munson
served as the dean of engi-
neering at the University of
Michigan years earlier.

“I contacted Steven and
asked where we could ac-
quire the best theater or-
gan,” Munson says. “Steven
said, ‘Well, that would be
mine.””

Ball will donate his Bar-
ton Opus to the school,
where it will be the center-
piece of the new performing
arts center. The theater that
will house the organ is ex-
pected to open by January
2026. Restoration work on
the organ is a little over two-
thirds complete, according
to Smith.

“The theater is designed
to accommodate exactly
this organ,” Munson says,
adding that the architect,
Michael Maltzan, “designed
the pipe chambers to have
the same dimensionasinthe
Hollywood Theatre. We have
all the original plans for that
organ and how the pipes
were laid out.”

The exact cost of the
work hasn’t yet been deter-
mined, Munson says, add-
ing, “It’'s aninvestment we’re

Scan and for about $3,500. Przybylski institution to restore it to making, but I think the re-
Watch Video 34‘2"!?5331)"“?&53Snitw"ﬁ‘e’fﬁ"g'éﬁ?é&?@é2’2’3 scrambled to remove the whatit was,” Ballsays,add- sults are going to be remark-
= Tickets: $20-$35 massive instrument, parts ing that he had always able.”
www.downeytheater.showcase.com of which stood two stories hoped the Barton Opus
) tall, before the theater was would end up in a theater Williams writes for the
gL S, B o \NK VALDORE AsTORIA KOST demolished. mirroring its original home. Associated Press.
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Leaders in Pedia
Inflammatory
Bowel Disease

Miller Children’s &
Women's Hospital IBD Program

Provides Exceptional Clinical Outcomes

Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease
(IBD) encompasses chronic conditions causing
inflammation and sores in the digestive system,
primarily Crohn'’s disease and ulcerative colitis.
Crohn'’s disease results in inflammation of the
digestive tract tissues, leading to abdominal
pain, severe diarrhea, fatigue, weight loss, and
malnutrition — which can significantly affect a
child’s growth and development. Ulcerative colitis
inflames the colon, causing sores in its innermost
lining, resulting in abdominal pain, diarrhea, rectal
bleeding, weight loss, fatigue, and sometimes
fever. Both conditions are painful, debilitating,
and may lead to life-threatening complications
with periods of remission and flare-ups.

More than 80,000 children are affected by
IBD in the United States, according to the Crohn's
& Colitis Foundation, and that number is on the
rise. MemorialCare Miller Children’'s & Women's
Hospital Long Beach — one of eight free-standing
children’s hospitals in California — is expanding
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Program capabilities
offering a holistic approach to IBD care,
including advanced endoscopic procedures,
age-appropriate medical therapies, infusions,
steroid-sparing medications and individualized
dietary plans. The pediatric IBD team works to
support children with IBD in attaining remission
and optimizing their quality of life.

When treating IBD, corticosteroids are
commonly used for their effectiveness in rapidly
reducing inflammation. These steroids work by
suppressing the immune system and reducing the
activity of inflammatory cells in the gut, helping
control painful symptoms during flare-ups.

“The problem with using corticosteroids
is that there can be many side effects with
long-term use, including interfering with normal
growth and development in children,” says Roy
Nattiv, M.D., co-medical director, Inflammatory
Bowel Disease Program, Miller Children’s
& Women's Hospital. “At Miller Children's &
Women's Inflammatory Bowel Disease Program,
96% of patients are steroid-free, and 80% have
successfully transitioned to being steroid-free and
are in deep remission without evidence of disease.
This achievement highlights our commitment
to improving patient outcomes through
comprehensive and personalized care.”

These exceptional outcomes have been
achieved using evidence-based medications and
a holistic treatment regime implemented by the
IBD team. This approach incorporates antibiotics,
mesalamine, immunomodulators and biologics.
Special nutritional therapy is often essential for
managing pediatric IBD, as children’s developing
bodies require increased amounts of vital proteins,
vitamins, calories and minerals. It is important to

recognize that IBD is a chronic condition that
can significantly impact a child's emotional
development. Therefore, Miller Children's &
Women's provides specialized psychological
support to help children and their families
navigate emotional challenges and manage
stress effectively, further alleviating IBD
symptomes.

“To support children with IBD in attaining
remission and optimizing their quality of life,
Miller Children's & Women's is part of the
ImproveCareNow network, an international
collaborative network dedicated to transforming
care and improving outcomes for children,
adolescents, and young adults with IBD,”
says Robert Tran, M.D., co-medical director,
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Program, Miller
Children's & Women'’s Hospital. “This partnership
ensures our patients have access to the latest
medical research and treatments, allowing them
to recover faster and maintain wellness longer.”

Miller Children’s & Women's has a leading
IBD Program in Long Beach, as well as satellite
locations in Torrance and Fountain Valley, to give
families access to pediatric Gl care close to home.

Scan here to find out more
about the IBD Program.
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A positive
look

at the face

of congenital
birth defects

Expert Advice from:
Melanie Blumenthal, M.D.
pediatrician,

Craniofacial Program, Stramski Children’s
Developmental Center at Miller Children’s
& Women's Hospital Long Beach

July is Cleft and Craniofacial Awareness and
Prevention Month. Craniofacial conditions
affect a child’s head and face and develop
early in gestation. Craniofacial conditions
are complex and varied. Craniofacial
anomalies occur in about one in two
thousand births.

Cleft lip and palate is the most common
craniofacial birth defect. It represents
about 15% of all birth defects. About one
in six hundred newborns in the US has

a cleft lip and or a cleft palate. Children
with cleft lip and palate can have issues
with feeding, speech, ear infections,
hearing and their teeth.

"These babies need a lot of specialized
care,” said Melanie Blumenthal, M.D.,
pediatrician, Craniofacial Program,
Stramski Children’s Developmental
Center at Miller Children's & Women's
Hospital Long Beach.

The craniofacial care team is an extensive
multi-disciplinary team of experts,
including craniofacial plastic surgeons,

ear nose and throat surgeons, maxillofacial
surgeons, orthodontists, speech-language
pathologists, feeding specialists,
psychologists, social workers, and

a clinical nurse coordinator. These
specialists work together in assessing
needs and recommending treatments.

“It is so helpful for families to have
access to a craniofacial team for
coordinated care,” Dr. Blumenthal
said. “It really helps to have an entire
team of specialists behind you to
determine the best treatment plan.
Patients are seen and cared for from
birth to 21-years-old.”

Because holistic treatment involves

more than just surgical support, the
program also offers psychological
support for families. The craniofacial
team works together to care for patients
and their families, and invites inspirational
role models such as Dr. Rasheera Dopson
to discuss the journey toward overall
wellness.

What causes these kinds of birth defects?

No single cause of these disorders has
been identified. They appear to be due to

a combination of inherited genetic factors
and interactions with certain environmental
risk factors. All women who are thinking

of becoming pregnant should seek medical
care and talk to their doctors about what
medications they are taking, stop smoking
and drinking alcohol, and take prenatal
vitamins with folic acid. Dr. Blumenthal
emphasizes that, while craniofacial
conditions have diverse intrinsic and
extrinsic etiologies, it is important for
parents to let go of any feelings of guilt

or fault.

July is Cleft and Craniofacial Awareness
and Prevention Month. The key word
here is “awareness” as in awareness of
the prevalence, the individual challenges
and the ways the medical community
can help.

Dr. Blumenthal recommends resources
such as the book I've Just Seen a Face:

A Practical and Emotional Guide for Parents
of Children Born with Cleft Lip and Palate
by Amy Mendillo and online websites

that offer support and information like
Myface.org and the American Cleft Palate-
Craniofacial Association (ACPA) website,
acpa-cpf.org.

“I am so lucky to be part of such an
amazing team,” said Dr. Blumenthal.
“It is a privilege to work with these
children and their families.”

[=] 10 Scan here to find out more
: about Stramski Children'’s
OF Developmental Center.
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Pablo, Age 6

At 11 months, Pablo was fighting for his life.
D
Today, he's got six candles on his cake.

Failing organs. Eight months in a coma. Fighting for every breath. At 11 months old,
this is what Leukemia brought Pablo. The one bright spot, he was at MemorialCare
Miller Children's & Women's Hospital where a team of top doctors, nurses, and
specialists helped save his life. For over a year in the PICU, our highly-trained staff
never stopped caring for Pablo and his family. Caring is our calling.

MemorialCare.

Learn more at millerchildrens.org. Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital

MILLER CHILDREN'S & WOMEN'S HOSPITAL LONG BEACH | CHERESE MARI LAULHERE CHILDREN'S VILLAGE
OUTPATIENT SPECIALTY CENTERS FROM THE SOUTH BAY TO ORANGE COUNTY
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Specialized pediatric care
right in your backyard
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