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The Voice of a Changing Region

MIDDLE EAST WAH

57 Palestinians Killed in Gaza
as Israel ramps up onslaught

Netanyahu accused of deliberately derailing talks on a ceasefire deal

Arab Mews eccan

Al least 57 Palestinians
were Killed in an Isracll
onslanght in south and
central Gaza on Tuesday
as Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyvahu was
accused of ramping up the
violence to derail talks on
a ceasefire deal.

Five people were killed in an
alrstrike on 8 house in the
southern borler city of Rafah.

In mnearby Khan Younis,
another airstrike killed at least
17 Palestinians and injured 26
ot hers,

The largel was a car near a
lented area housing displaced
familics in Attar Street in the
humanitarian-designated area of
Alawasi

Video foolage showed
resiclenis  carrying  bodies
af the desd and wounded (o

hospital on donkey carts and in
rickshaws.

“The car was targeted, the
bleod was splashing, and
ghrapnel hit our fents and the
chead were bl on the street,” said
evewliness Tahirir Matir.

In the historic Nuselratl camp
in central Gaza, atl least four
Palestimans were  killed in
shelling and airstrikes.

An Isracli airstrike also Kilbed
four peopke in Shetkh Zaved in

northert (aia,

Hours later, an Israeh airstrike
on a4 UN-rmun schood that housed
displaced families in the Nuseirat
camp killed 23 people

Efforis to emnd the conflict

/ JieBrief

- KAUST RESEARCH

KAUST has announced the
boginning of a new research cra
to develop communication tech-

nalogies from S0 to Gl P&

"BANGLADESH ROW

Hundreds of protesting
Banglaceshi stucenis wene
mrgured 1o clashes wilh pro-rudimg
party groups, in the wake of
rallies against job quotas. P8

- SUKUK BONANZIA

Global subuk issuances reached
S50 hillkon i the Arst half of

2024, marking a marginal year
on-vear mcrease of .87 %, PN

A medic helps a victim of lsrsell bembing breathe at a trauma word at Nasser Medlcal Complax in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, A7 F

NUMBER

38,713

Palestinians have baen killed
in lerael's offensive on Gaza

stalled on Saturday after three
davs of Mraitless negotiations.

A Palestinian official close 1o
the talks said Hamas did nol
wint to be scen as halting them
despite the increased Israeli
viodence,

“Hamas wants the wir (o end,

not at any price. It says it has
showm the flexibility needed and
s pushing the mediators 10 gel
Israel to reciprocate,” the oflicial

He spid Hamas  believed
Netanvahu was frying to avaoid
a deal by adding conditions that

AVIATION

restricted the return of displaced
peopde o northern Gaza and
retidned Israclh control over the
Rafah crossing with Egvisl.

#Related reports Foprs e S
*Opinlon by Yosal Makalbarg
& Osama Al-Shardf 700 o
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TERROR STRIKE

Nine dead
Jromgun

rampage
in mosque
in Oman

Aroh News 1!

The death toll rose to nine on
Tuesday from a gun attack on
a Shilte mosque in Muscat in
Cmaan,

Thoese Kilkesd an the attack late on
Monday at the Imam Al Mosque
in the Wadi Al-Kabir district of
the capatal were four Pakistanis,
an Imndian, an Omani police officer
and three gunmen. About 30
survivors were injured and taken
g Ivospdtal for treatment.

Podice: have not sapd whether
they have identified a motive for
the attack or if they had made any
ArTests,

The identty of the attackers
has also ned been made public
Pakistan has offered Oman its full
axistance in the Investigation,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanl
sl

“This 5 an unprecedenied
event . the likes of it we have
ot seen in Oman's istory”™ saded
Pakistan's Ambassador (o Muscalt,
Imran Ab.

He expressed gratitude (o law
enforcement and hospital staff,
and visited injured survivors in
hospital,

Most were being treated for
eunshot wounds, the envoy sabd,
bl othwers had sallered mjunes
fleeing the attack and some were
crushed in the stampede.

=ome Pakistanis were detained
b police while running from the
attack and were later released,
though others remained in deten-
thon, Al sadel.

The attack came & Shitle
Muslims observed the annuoal
Ashura day of commemoration,

hingdom and Airbus can fly high together, says company chief

519 billion aviation agreement "will help the country to achieve its Vision

Noor Nugnd| -0

Saudi Arabia and the aircraf
manufacturer Airbus can build
on their %518 billion aviation
aEreement o expand their
partnership even further, one of
the company’s top managers told
Arab News on Tucsday.

Alrbus and Saudia airline signed
a deal in May for the supply of 105
Ad20nes and A32Inea planes,
the largest aircrall agrecment in
Saud aviation history,

Mow Sqaudd Viglon 2000 offers

| opporfunities to develop the

partnership, said Wouler van
Wersch, president of Airbus
Iniernational.

“I think it touches on a lot of
very important points.” he said
“The whole sustainability angle,
everyvithing that ithe
wints to achieve In terms ol
energy, bul also transportation,
the NEOM opporiunitics.

“1 think the future, airpors,
[ think it really covers a ot of
topics. Andd, you know, we need
countries to take the kead on this,

"We, as Airbus, have a very
chear strategy on whal we want 1o

Kingdam

‘W are very convmibed
o continue o work

closely with the
hingdom. and
we'll have

b see what

happens.”

Waouter van
Warsch

;'.l-:'aiﬂe‘ll _I
nrtis inl=rmhihn

do in ferms of sustainahility, You
Enow, we work on innovation,
bringing the best aircrafl to the
market today. Bud also tomormow,
We look at hydrosen. We look
af sustainahle aviation fuel. 5o,
there's a wide arrav of tophcs
that need to be addressed and
Lo be successiul.

“You know, we've been in
Saucki Arabia for a long time.
We have a strong bocal team, of
colrse, I comimencial aircrall,
but also i helicopters and n
defense and space, 50
fook, we wanl lo

2030

do more. We are very comumiticed
io continue o work closely with
the Ringdhom and we'll have to see
what happens™
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We are taking a whole-of-econoimy,
human-centric approach to unlocking our
inherent potential, under Sauci Vision 20030,

Foisal Allobrahim

Bt acoewnitry & planting e

RSA

foday

Todaqys
Number

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT MARK THE DAY

o

Jeddah
Mirrors Mare

Enter the mage of mirmors, a
workd full of suspense and mys-
tery, where you have to escape
from ctherworkdly creatures and
discoser yvour survival skills,

Check the Visi Saucdi apgp for

mare details about this City Walk

experience,

Dhahran
Game of the month

Every month there is a new fun,
challenging and educational
game for you and your family to
play toether at Ithra Library.
Find out about this month™s
game throwgh the Ithra app.

Jeddah
House of Terror

A horrar adventure awails in the
Cairo Nights zone at Cily Walk,

inspired by real eversts that trans-

pired in Egvid in 1919 Booking
and more details are available on

the Visit Saudi and Webook apps.

AlUa
Artand Tea

[n the heart of Alla is an oppor-
tundty to paint and sip tea while
efhoying the location's serene
lamlscape, This takes place m the

Husaak Center, which vou can boolk

throush AlU L platimamlist. ned.

1ieRegion

Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup

ecldah Goar Prinee Saud bin Alsdnl-
[y i Jakawr meet Georgan Am-

hassador to the RKingdom Nikolog
Hevazishvili in Jeddah on Tuesday,

Meanwhile, Madinah Gov, Prince
Salman bin Sultan recelved the TAES
ambassador (o the Kingrdom, Sheikh
Nahvan bin Saif Al-Nahvan, the Sauds

Press Agency reported.

Duiring the meetings, (Hendly talks
were exchanged as well as discussions
on topics of common interest,

I l / (] i'f HTl'ﬂndlﬂg Tolays hot tapics explained by Nada Jan

REALLY HONORED

Natalie Portman

American actor Natalie

Portman has pevealed that

valee acting lor the childrens

cartoon showy ™ Bluey ™ 15 one
of the most important roles for her

Portman appeared on “Todsy " with
host Hoda Foth and reflected on her mole
A% 3 harraiar on the show,

The Oscar-winning actor made her
canen appearance on “ Buey™ during the
shows third season fn 2021,

“It%s the most mprortant one,” Portman
ol Roth with a langh. “1was a narmator
of a nature documentary that they were
watching™

“It% a very important show for my
Family.” ackded Portman, who ks mother
to L-vear-old son Aleph, and 7-vear-old
daughicr Amalia.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

& Beinuil Contemporary Bal-

et presenits "Aswad” from July
1718, a dance performanoe aboud
conflicts in relationships and the
hope of redemption, The work
i5 a tribaite to the human abikity
b o rcomee adversity and fod
strenigthe The performance is
taking place al Metro Ad-Madmi,

Arescn Center in Belrit, Lebanon.
For tlekets and monme information,
check lebbivety oo,

® In “Lailat Al-Sitt," a concert in
honor of Thnom Kulthum, rising
slar Amal Thrahim will enthradl
the audience with her own nendi-
tion of the legendary singer’s
softes on the Rainkbsow Theatcr
shage tn Amiman, Jordan, on

TEASER

‘Stranger Things’

A teaser clip For the fifth
seascn of Netflix’s “Stranger

F

Things™ is out, taking fans by

ST

The my=tery-hormor series first
streamaed on Netflix i July 2006 and
became a blg hit immediately, lifting its
cast to stardom in the process,

Thas year marles its egzhth anniversary
and the producers of the show shared
behind-the-scenes footage to celebrate
ihe occaston, while announcing that thes
are hidPweay' throagsh Bl the upoom-
INE SEASOTL

“Take it all in, nerds ... we've hit the
halParay mark of filming the final season
ancl wanted to give vou all a look at wihat
weve Been i to)” ressd the
caption under the olip.

“This = day one,”
sl Jows Reery, who J
plays Steve Har-
rington, before
Maya Hawhke,
who plays Robin
Fawc Kby, added:
“Oin "Stranger
Things'
fve

® Expericnoe the ultimate
summer adventure at Bahrain's
Lost Paradise of Dilmun. This
MASSIVE WiaTer [ rl offers same-
thing For everyvone, with over 240
slides, afters, and poods, Dive
in, race down slides, or simply

relax in the s,

Thursday, Juby 18, For tickets and
more details, check calendar, jo.

The video showed the cast and crew on
different sets. While scune were film-

i and producing scenes, others were
working on the props and the set of the
upsiche-down dimension, building sites,
and spreading fake blood here amd there,

“We're Just kind of savoring every
gingde moment,” sakd Sdie Sink, who
plays Max Mayfiekd, as she took viewers
on a specdy inp throuegh the wardrobe
with all the outfits prepared for each and
every character In “Stranger Things”

Fingn Waolthard sadd: “Tm excited 1o
have soeqes with the onginal foar”

Gaten Matarazzo added: " This is home,
You remember why vou'ne doing it and
by e b fum yoas have”

While most of the cast members ex-
pressed thedr exciterment about the new
seskson, Millie Bohby
Broswn., wlin s
Eleven, shared her
thowughts about
flming the scason
as an aduli after
slarting the show
when she was a
F0-year-
old child.
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The Progédet s Maosguse in Macdinah
recerved more than 7 maliion
worshipers and visitors during
the last weelk, Saudi Press Agency
reported on Tuesday.

Review

21N 39E Brunch

MADA HAMEED

if you want & lusurious woskend
brunch expearence in Jaddah
with a breathtaking Red Sea
viesw, look no further than

the 21N 28E Brunch at the
Waterfront Kitchen, Shamgri-La
Hotel.

I & setting inspdrad by life
aboard a luxury yacht, the
brunch features an exguisite
open bulffat with flavors fram
arourd the world orafted at nine
live cooking stations catering to
diverse tastes.

From the freshast esafocd
at the Atlantic Ocean station
to tha h-unl.r-unl:,l fiatbreads and

pizzas at the Medidermanean
Sea station, every dish delivers
Its promisa.

The BBQ) live cooking station
serves up juicy and tender
frash-cut lamb riba that are ao
irrasistibles | want for sacands.

'i'-':l.l:-:-hing the IndEyn naan
bread being baked upon
order is a treat, and the butter
chicken palrs perfactly.

The giant royal ouzl tray is a
showstopper, with tender lamb
and wedl-apiced nce, The dish
includes lamb marinated with a
mix of spéoas and then slow-
cooked until the meat is tender
it is servod on a bed of rice
cooked with a bland of herbs,
nuts, and dried fruits, glving it a
rah and aromatic Aavor.

The: roasted ducks at the
Chinese station are another
highlight, served with a
dellcsous gravy sauce, sliced
anions, and bell pappars.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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syria has no effective way to deter
[srae] from attacking [t at will,

Jdoshun Landis

Crgetar, Sl o b ecie Eaat Emudkes

Ledendd il Oy o Ol il

ARAB NEWS Wednesday, July 17, 2024

Amnan Tello | ko

Since the outhrealk of civil
war in Syria in 2011, Israel
has repeatedly struck
military targets on the
natlon's territory. However,
these attacks have sharply
increased in frequency
since the Gaza conflict
erupted last October,
wilh Israel seemingly lree
to act with impunity.

Folkmwing the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-
led attack that triggered the war in
(zaza, lsrael has moamted sirikes
against  suspected  Iran-hacked
fargets on Syrian sofl, beaving
samans  fearful  their country
could be drageed into a wider
regional conflasration.

[srae]l rarely clims respon-
sibtlity for its strikes on Syrian
territory but has consistently
cationed that it will not tolerate
[ran gaining a military footholkd
there or using the country to
transport advanced wreapons {o
Hezbollah in Lebanomn

Although Syrian air defenses
and the Bashar Assad regimes
Hussian allies have occastonally
intercepted Ismach missiles over
Svrian territory, they have Gulled
ey dhester I=amechi attacks on mulitary
installations amd commanders
of Iran’s Islamic Hevolutionary
Geard Corps,

Indeed, af least 189 sendor
oflicials of the IRGC's extratem-
torial Quds Foroe have been kilked
in suspected Lsracli strikes since
Oct. 7 including  top-ranking
alfscer Moharmmad Reza Sakheddi.

Joshun Landis, director of the
Center for Middle East Studies
at the Unlversity of Oklaboma,
believes Israel has been attacking
samia for almost a decade simply
because “Isracl can”

“Ssria has no effective way to
deter Israed from attackimg it at
will”™ he tald Arnb News, ©Israed
has every mcenbve to destroy
weapons sent to Syria from Iran
or elsewhere, especially  those
that might end up strengthening
Hezbollah”

In late June, lsrael report-
edly  struck multiple  targets
m  sodithern irvcluching
a pro-lran service center and
an IRGC stronghold south of
Damascus, according o the
LK-based Syrmian Observatory for
Fluman Rights

Svmian  air  defenses were
activated but falled to repel the
attack,

“Iran amgdl Hezbollah have no
answer o I[sracls technobogical
superiority” said Landis. “Syrias
air foree &5 in shambles, its anti-
alrcrall missfles are inadeguate,
and Russia does ol want o
alicnate Isracl, which coulbd casily
seck revenge against Hussia by
helping Ukraine”

Mohammeed Al-Basha, A
semior Middle East analyst at the
research network Navanti Group,
ALTEeS that SYTIAN  POVErTImenl
and Hezbollah afrcraft defense

SyTia,

The regime of
Bashar Asasd,
battom, hos
soen s alr
defanses

dopleted, maln,
by 13 yomrs of
clvll wir, loswing
tho country
wilnerables

to Faraanll

attacks, right
AP fila AFP

and anti-airerall capabilities are
Iomatescl”™

He told Arab MNews: “These
capabilities are generally quite
resiniclesd  and  hikely concen-
trated arcund key targets, such as
Damascus”

Headded that the Syrian govern-
ment and Hezbollah “primarily
receive ther air defense systems
from countries ke Kussia, Iran,
and possibly China.

“Whibe Syriamay have had some
capacity to counter missile attacks
five years ago, as evidenced by
thelr response 1o a sirike by
US President Donald Trump’s
slministration ... i 15 mow likely
that Russia is proritizing thesc
resonreces for its own conflicts
in Ukraine, South Ossetla, and
poteniially Transnistaa”

Omn April 14, 2008, the US, TR,
and France fired more than GO
missiles at  three  government
sites in Symia, claiming  these
were chemical weapons facilities.
Hussia said Syrian air defenses
dowmed at least 71 incoming
Crubse missibes
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

SYRIA AND ISRAEL

A lopsided confrontation

Despite assistance from Iran-backed militias, the Syrian regime has failed to prevent Israeli strikes on its territory

.,
"

HTHIT

b

s Hy b i e
L o B

AP
i

defenses  oday,

i Syra’s  al
Al-Basha stressed that ®lsmel’s air
capakilities are almost certainly
more asivanced than those of
the Syrian  government  and
Hezbollah™

While 5yria may lack the
means o meaningfully retaliate
agamst Israel, the same canmol
b sand for Iran and its regional
proxies, including Hezxbollah in
Lebhamon, the Howthis in Yemen,
andd Al-Hashd Al-Shavabd in Irag —
eroups that collectively make up
the “Axis of Resistanoe.”

Om July 8, Hezbodlah retaliated
for the killing of a bodveuard
i ifs leader Hassan Nasrallah
by firing dozens of rockets into
the Isracli-occupied Golan
Heizhis.

Earlier that dav, the l"l
bodyguard's  vehicle  had
bern fit with an Israch shell
in Syrian territory on the
Dianascus-Betirut highway,

The  killing af
Hezballah CEMT T
Maohammed Nasser in southern
Lebarson on July 3 also dic ot go

unpunished, The lollowing day,

ST

the militia sad it launched more
than 200 rockeds and a swarm of
dromes at 10 Isrseli military sites

Wiar-shatiered Syria, by comirasd,
appears to Bsrael asa soll tingel.

SyTian Canadian analvst Camuille
Alexamdre Cirakji told Arab News
that by tarpeting Syria, [srael
“strategically  targets both  the
broader resistance camp and Syria
speecifoally.

“Israe] 1s attemping 10 werhen
the overall capahbilities of the ress-
fance camp, with Syvna being a
relatively safe target compared to
ofher regional resistance actors,”
e sl

“ Tsrael largels non-stale aciors
in Lebanon, Yemen, or Immag. ot
would [likely face retalinfory
attacks. Unlike Syria, these actors
are mol oonstrained by imterna-
tiomal agreements, complicating
thetr decision to retaliate aeains
Tsrael”

The Haathesd regime el
however, has alse long been
considered a swom enemy by
Isracl.

INNUMBERS

00+

Israsli strikes targeting Iranian
assats in 5]'1"!. sinoe Oct. T,

Syrians killed in reported
isracl air strikes since Oct, 7,

Pointing  out  that  Syria’s
army “has been  sigmabicantly
wrakened™ by 13 yvears of civil
war, Mrakii said Damascus
“faces a more challenging situa-
phon.” aml “Bits close allbe= are nod
all supportive of a decision to
escalate towvard military confron-
tation with Israed”

He addeds "Synans legitr-
mately claim that Damascus is
the world's oldest continuously

1

mhabited capital. With compa-
rable wahdity, they also assert
that Syria hobds the oldest contin-
poansdy imhabited position within
the resistance axis.

"Since 1947, Svna  has
frequently opposed  lsracli
and American initiatives in the
Midedle East with varying degrees
o i tersity,

“In a CIA analvsis document
fifledd  “larael:  Perceptions of
Syria) declassifbsd in 2011 and
pblamned under the Freedom of
Information Act, CIA analysts
noted that ‘Isreelis, both in and
ot of government, view Syria as
Tsrave]’s st determined enemy!”

“The document further states,
"Most Israclis foresee an extended
period of internal unrest in Syria
after Assad beaves the scene ... the
lsraclis belicve it would weaken
Syria’s position in the region and
force the successor reghme to
turn imward™

Oitraki argues that “although
Israe]l cannot depboy s foll
muilitary might to achieve its long:
term poal of creating a power
vacum in Svrka, B can pursue
this odijective gradually.”

While Israel iz expected o
confimie mounting allacks on
svria, Landhs docs not foresee i
becoming the central arena in
Israel's shadow war with Iran.
“sSyvria will nod be the main
hattlefieldl, bal  Tsmel  will
strnke any arms depols or
manufactunng sites In
Syria thai may resopply
Hezbsollah™ e said.

“Il Tran tries to relnforce

Herbollah  throwgh  Syria,

lsrael will be sure to attack
ﬂ:n.'ri.l I &R elor (o siop arms

imim reaching Lebanon,”
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Herltage The third annual Beit Hail Festival showcased the traditional
art of wood carving, a craft practiced by locals since ancient times.
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COLLABORATION

RAUST toresearch an
enhance hingdomss

O0G tech ambitions

More than 50 billion devices will be connected to the internet by 20025

Arab Mews Hyadh

Ring Abdullah

University of Science

and Technology has
announced the beginning
of a new research era Lo
develop communication
technologies from 506G (o
GG in collaboration with a

foreign company.

The Satedh Fress Agency’ repsoried
that telecommunications experts
expect that by 20025 there will
be more than 50 billion devices
connected o the  internet,
including devices that contmd
city power grids and devices wsed
for browsing social media and
platforms.

BAUST said that thos collabo-
ration involves the company’s
contimuinge to fund two comm-

nications  programs  at the
uRiversity,
The first program  [focuses

o Free-Space Chptical

communications, while the
second revolves around devel-
oping Reconfipurable Intellizent
surfaces, or RIS Both technolo-
gies have been entified by the
industry sector as essential for
the deovelopment of 56 and 66
comminication strciures,

FSO communications use lasers
bo transmit signals through outer
space, air, to a wireless detector.
The signal  attenuation  rate
increases with higher requency
signals, and GG has the highest
frequency so far (at least 10O
gigahertz).

Thizs technology s used to
measure the effects of weather
om signal transmission inorder to
build a comprebensive datahase
of weather conditions in the
Eingdom o address the causes
of communication outages, the
frequency of occurrences, and
thedr duration,

With this information, the
company amnd other companies
can  strategically  place  their

statbons  and  deploy
svstems in case of fatlure.

Keconfigurable Intedligent
surfaces provide another solution
1o signal Joss, as urban baildings
often contain essential reception
stations on their rooftops. RIS ane
made up of thousands of cells,
each typically consisting of layers
of metal, insulators, and semicon-
ductors, amd are expected to
greatly contribute to enabling 6G
technology ancess,

Accormding to 5PA, RAUST
coniributes 1o enhancing  the
Ringdom's leadership in devel-
oping and sdopting 686G commu-
nication technologies, attracting
global companies to nvest in
infrastructure and sckentists 1o
isseess Lheir research by lesting
optical communication technolo-
gics in space and new recon-
fisurable smart surfaces, and
callecting  an unprecedented
armount of data on weather condi-

tons and communication perfor-
mance in the Kingdom.

backup

ATTRACTION

Summer fruil season kicks off in AlUla

SPA ALl

The Roval Commbssion for Al
has announced the Bunch of the
arci’s summer ot season, which
offers a vanety of the Anest boecal
products at the farmers market in
Manshiya Plaza, from July 1T to 24

AlUla's seasomal goods project
aims to provide support (o Grmers
and small  business-owning
famiibies and mcrease sustainable
demamnd for orgamc fruds and
other products, widch will provide
new oppartunities for econormic
diversificatbon within amd beyoaxd
the agricultural community.

The project will feature four
anmual events the first for siommer
frudt procucts fom July 17 to 24, the

The fridft season aesks to

ampswer the ssasonad cycles
af KlUla's farms. SP4

seenbied for dates from mbd-Octodser
i mid-November, the third for
erm Arabic durnng November, and
the fowurth for citrues fruits for nine
chays starting in carly January 2025

The fuwit season secks to
empower the seasonal cvcles
of AlULs  farmes, known  for
producing  the  highest quality
mangoees, grapes, figs, dates and
cifrus fruits, a= well as sum Arabic,
a traclitional plant highly valued for
its medicinal and cosmetic uses

The Manshiva market, a hub of
commmnunity and agriculbtural [5fe in
AIUTa, witll host vendors and buyers
of fresh local produce, boosting
ecoiomic acbvity bovond  tradi-
tomal crop cycles.

The market aftracts increasing
mumbers of visstors o s annal
agricultural  events, showcasing
the diversity of the remon'’s crops
and how fresh products are used in
famoaes bocal dishes,

1 heSpace

oo How Shakespeare

and Vision 2030 inspire
through storytelling

DR. THAMER A. BAAZEEM

o one likes to be told, and o one

likes to be sold, but everyone likes
A good story. This quote from my
friend Jennifer Bishop resonates
deeply with me, it encapsulates the
essence of why stontelling is such a powerful
tool in developing and implementing nearly
avarything, particularly when it involves paopla,
However, it begs the question: What makes a
good story?

Recently, as a courtesy act, | visited the
Warner Brothers Studio Tour, specifically “The
Making of Harry Potter.” This visit reinforced my
understanding of storyteling's signficance, No
matter how creative you are, how much budget
you spand, how excallant youwr

laaye an indelile mark an the workd,

Similarly, the works of Wilkam Shakespeare
exemplify the power of clear rodes and detailed
storytelling, In plays ke “Hamist,” *Macbheth,”
and "Romeo and Juliet,” Shakespeare intricately
crafted each character's role, ensuring that
thelr actions and motivations were chear and
compeling. This clasity and attention to detail
havva made Shakespeara's works timeless,
capthvating audiences for centuries and
demonstrating the enduring power of well-told
stories.

in storytelling, having clear roles for each
character and focusing on detads are crucial
mexthods for captivating the audience. This

principle applies equally to

strategy is, and how capakshe i.i products and sarvices. If leaders

your talents are, it all centers and those in charge foous on

on the clear déstribation of roles The puwﬂufytmjtellng the specifics of their products

and & careful focus on detalls. lies in its ability to engage. services and provide chear
One of the most striking inspire, and connect. roles for their team mansbers,

aspects of J K. Rowlings writing

in the Harry Potter senes is the distinctness and
clarty of each character's role. Readers can
vividly fesl overy element of the environment
surrounding the characters, which = a testament
to the leval of detall and care put Into the
narrative. This meticulows attertion to detalls
and the clear dalineation of roles are what
angaged readers even bafora tha books weare
adapted Into movies,

The film crew, undoubtedly inspired by the
books, maintained this detailed approach. During
the tour, it was avident that everyone knew thalr
roles precisely, and every aspact recalved the
necessary attention to oraft a well-articulated
story, This has allowed the Harry Potter series to

they can create compelling

stories that forge excellent relationships with
beneficlanss, customers and stakeholders,

A good story pivots on these fundamentals.
When characters are wall defined and thair
roles are clear, the narrative flows smoothly.
This clarity allows the audisnce to connect with
the story on a deepar level Likewise, in any
arganization [public or private), when every team
member understands their role and the details
of the product are precisely attended to, the
result is a cohesive and compelling narathee that
resonates with beneficlares.

Thaymer A Baprsem s chalmman of klarkstng
La=noighon Baudl drpbes

The Days ...

Mmy J03SR
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THE BEST OQF THE REST
Event Culture Maintenance
Saudi Arabina Local bread Tail municipality
partofglobal attracts visitors ramps up services
awdit conference at Al-Baha fest as tourism surges

The International Conferemese

ol the Instituite of Intermal
Auditors 2024 began on
Monday in Washington with a
strong Sawdi presence.

The three-day event is being
attended by a delegation of
|00 participant=s from the
Sawdil Association of Internal
Aunditors, including leading
internal audit professionals
and service providers.

The delegation is led by Dr
Hissam hin Abdulmoisen
Al-Angard, president of the
General Court of Awdit and
chiairman of SALAS board
of directors.

SPA Riyadh

The art of skillfully preparing
local Breadd fromm Uhe Al-Eraha
region has attracted visitors
and residents to the second Dar
Festival at Al-Mousa Heritage
Village ln Al-Ralwa,

Ml ungama biread is considered a
saple food for the peopde of the
regiof. [t = made from wheat
Aour mixed with water, then

placed on a thin stone heated by

lighting a fire beneath it.

The dough is then covered
with a dish-like object made of
either pottery or thin iron, I
is then covered with ash and
embeers, and & small Are s ht on
top undil it is ready to be taken
ot aned 2erved. SPA Al-Baha

A Tall exXpeEriemnces & bhoar
in surmnmer Wouism, moee
than 240 feld teams from
thee mumicipality are working
around the clock to ensure the
cliys key attracthons are well-
maintained to welcme visitors,
The focus is on children’s
play areas, family seating areas,
spaorts equipament, and walkways
at populyr destinattons such as
Al-Hada, Al-Shafa, wildermess
parks, and public gardens. The
seasonal municipal work plans
are focused on immediate waste
removal and the upleep of
irmgation networks, clectrical
installations, and fountains.
SPA Taf

. Fallow frab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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BEAUTY CULTURE

Have a sate and sun-kissed summer

Experts advise on how vou can get that golden glow and save your skin from damage, cancer

i
Ghadll Joadsh Rlvadh Accormding to  research '| skin from the suns ravs and . a5 seeking shade during peak sun the age of 356 increases the nsk
- conducted at King Saud preventing damage. l ”[ JII I hours and avoiding unnecessary of melanoma by 58 percent,
As summertime rolls hin Abdulaxz Univer- w “Overexposure to the sun's LIGHTS s esposure. according to the Skin Cancer
in, recreational tanning sity for Health Sclences in harmful ravs can lead to the . ' Consubling a  dermatole-  Foundation.
hecomes a popular tremd 2020, the two mosi common breakdown of collagen  and — gist for skin checks and advice To achiewe a tan while
among young Samdi men types of skin cancer in Saudi L' s clastin in the skin, resulting R on sunscreen use can further minimizing the risk of sun
and women who seek Arabila are basal cell carcinoma c 4 in wrinkles, age spots and tthl.mh-:lr enhance a  sun profection darmage, there are seversl strate-
a sun-kissed glow and squamons cell carcinoma, - sageing.” she explained. one cause of  reElmen ghes Lhat individuals can adogpt,
all vear-round. making up L4 percent and 22.5 _ she added that by applying  gkin cancer, "Regularly checking your skin Rasha Al-Ghamdi todd Arab
peroent of cases respectively. s 1 sunscreen  regulardy and with cases for signs of sun damage, like News: "After a skin cancer scare,

Despite the allure of a broneed While sunlight exposure has
complexion, the dangers associ-  some benefifs, exposure to ulira-

coarectly, people could  increasing in freckles, moles, or sunspots, can 1 opled o use spray tan to 2ot my
| significantly reduce their Sawdi Arabla help detect potential issues early  desired shade, and my skin has

aled with recreational tanning  wviolet, or UV, raciation from risk of skin damage and because on,” Al-Bayer said, never felt this healthy and supple”

cinn be overlooked, especially  tanming beds or the sun can have premature agng caused by of the high Al-Satoul sand that 1L was recom- Self-tanning . producis  and

if one skips applying sunscreen. detrimental effects on the skin, SLITH CXOST, 1::::1;:: mended to apply sunscreen at spray tans offer a safer alterna-
Jumana (zhassan, 25, told Arab Oncology specialist at King's Sunscreen should be throughout beast 200 minutes before going  tive to traditional sunbathing or

Mews that she remains steadfast ink College Hospital Laondon apphed  generously to g year. outside 1o allow time for it 1o be  tnning beds.

ler belied that sunscreen will get in Jeddah, Dr. Al Al-Bayer, | all exposed areas of skin, dhsorbed into the skin These products can  help

in the way of a proper bronze tan. told Arab News: “Prolonged including the face, neck, awhile “Reapplying sunscreen every o achieve a sun-kissed glow
“I mever use sunscreen when  exposure © UV rays  can arms, legs, and even the  sunlight fwo  hours, especially  after  without the damaging effects of

[ tan, which is something T do  damage the DNA in skin cells, scalp. eXposUre swimming or sweating, is crucial UV radiation,

every weekend, becanse [ believe  leading to polential mutations Al-Bayer said that in nearly  has somea (o maintain s efectiveness,” It 15 important o choose self-

SI'F does not allow me to get 2 and abnormal cell growth” all cases, skin camcer appeared benefits, Al-Satoufl added that the proper tanning products that contain

eolden and glowy tan” This damage is cumulative in areas that were most exposed “I’F“'”"""h’ amount of sunscreen for the safe and effective ingredients
she 18 convinced that by over time amnd increases o the sumn. E;’m:h::ﬁf' face is equivalent to two-finger  and to follow the manufacturer's
: . i radiation e

skipping this vital step in the risk of melanoma It ks important to choose f’mlml s bengths instructions lor application and

her skincare rouline, she and  non-melanoim asunscreen with a high SPF pads or the In adklithion o sunscreen,  maintenance,

will achieve a decper, more ’ skin cancer, he added. (sun protection [actor) and g6 can have wearing prodective  clothing, Young people mus=t  prion:

even tamn. Al-Bayer said that it broa] spectrum coverage  detrimental such as hats, sunglasses and long-  tize their skin health and take
Sun exposure is the number was crcial to try o to  ensure  maximum  effects on sheeved shirts, can further shueld mesures o protect themselves

one  cause of skin avoid direct sunlight R profection against both  the skin the skin from sun cxposure. from the dangers of recreational

1 ra L E i ;

cancer, with cases from 10 a.m. to 4 pum. L VA and UVE rays” he Besorting to tanning beds 5 (anming

: i i Prndiani 2 i

increasing in Saudi Dermatologlist h saklel. dangerous as they emit concen- By  promoting  sun-safe

Arabla becanss of Dr. Fatlma Al-Satoul Al-Baver sud that the tited UV rediation that can be  presctioes and embracing natural

: By ' - [

the high levels of todd  Arab  News  thal use of sunscreen should even more damaging than natural — beauty, we can work towarnd a

sunlight throughout sunscreen  acted as a be combined with other suniight. healthier and more  inclusive

the yvear. barrier, shielding the sun-safe practices, such In fact, ndoor tanning before  beauty culture for all.

THAT'S A WRAP

Rernels of promise in
Asir as farmers ready
Jor summer harvest

areas known kocally as Al-Jareen.
Al-Waymiani ] Lhese
As the summer rans loom,  threshing grounds have evobyed
Farmers in Saodi Avabias Sarawat  over time, “Traditionally, cattle
Mountains of Asir are in 4 race  or camels would drag a lampe
against time to bring in their  stone weighing over 1080 kg

Arab Mewa Roain

wheat harvest,

This year's crop is notable for
both its abundance and sapertor
guality, the Saudi Press Agency
recenily reporied.

The wheat-cultivation cycle in
Azir, which begins in February
and spans Ave o six months,
culminates in the traditional
harvest known as Al-Sareem.

While =sorme  farmeers  still
employ ime-honoted harvesting
methodsusing sickles, many have
embraced modern machinery,
inciuding large harvesters andd
handiveld devices

“Our  terraced  fields  vield
A vanety of grans” Iss=a
Al-Waymand, a local farmer, told
the SPA. " Besides different wheat
varieties, we al=o grow barley and
white and yellow corm™

He highlighted the diverse prain
praduction of Asir's  lerraces,

over the crop fo separate the
erains from their husks, called
Al-Hatha,” he sabd.

Today, however, modern
methodds have largely replaced
these  traditional  practices,
“Now we use large harvesiers
or smaller machines operated
by agriculiural tractors,”
Al-Waymani added. “We
manually feed the crop into
these machines alter it has been
sun-dried for at least 14 days”

The regon's wheat produc-

tion is concenirated along the
sarawal mountain range, from
Dhahran Al-Januh in the south to
Balgarm m the north, the report

explained.

Areas including Al-Soudah,
Tahah, Billahmer and Billasmar

are renowned for producing
the highest guality grains
in the reglon for tradi-

FASTFACTS

crop 5 welghed for Zakat purposes
before being marketed.

Wheat remains one of the

The regions various types of  Gomal local markets amnd the & While some farmers in Asir most  sought-aller crops  in
wheat include Al-Sech, Al-Mabda,  summer festivals in Asir. still employ time-honored Iowcal markets, with  prices
Al-Qiyvad and Al-Sumeira. Asirs farmers  take harvesting methods using ranging from £106 to $160 for a
“We know it is time to  greatcaretoprotect their sickles, many have embraced 50 kg bag.
harvest when the ears twn  crops from birds and modem machinery. Seientific  studies  have
!-'I*Ihif_'l-'-'- smtl!. IrH!‘Ii full |l|:=|I|t'I1!-'." ::ulnhl_'!-'.- 1l!lu'| o diakes v tike I Iil:llll._ﬁl"lh:'ﬂ. 'I!'ll:' iuulrhiun:ul
Al-Wayman :?tm-el regarding the  the harves is care to protect their crops !H.']Z!I:'hl-'.ﬁ al  this |.'!_.J-I.-.=||. whﬂl-
wheat-harvestmg  process.  After  complete. After from birds and monkeys untll which 1= packed with essential
harvesting, the crops are trans-  threshing amxd the harvest ks complete. fatty acids, folic ackd, B-complex

poried o desipmated threshiog

winnowing, e

vilamins, ancd Hiber,
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Sudan’s
warring
parilies
conlinue lalks
with UN envoy

AFP

Talks between a UN oy and
dedegations from both warrng
partics in Sudan are continoing
in Geneva this week, focased on
humanitarian akd and protecting
civilians, the UN said on Tuesday.

War has rmaped since April
2% hetween the Sudanese
reglar army umnder Abdel Fattah
Al-Burhan and the paramilitary

Rapid Support Forces, led by

hizs former deputy  Mohaned
Hamdan Dagako

UN Secretary-General Anfonio
CulerTes's personal enwvoy  for
Sapdan, Ramtane  Lamamra,
invited delegations from  the
army and the RSF for talks which

bezan on Thursday.

The discussbons are  taking
place wncles Lthe so-cslbed
proximity  formait.  wherehy

SPEEDREAD

® The conflict in Sudan
has left tens of thousands
dead and displaced more
than 10 milllen people

® Mearly 26 million people, or
alightly more than half of the
population, are facing high
levals of acute food insscurity.

Lamarmra is meeling separately
with each delegation at a time, in
chifferenl nodmes. The two delega-
fions are nof scheduled to meed
vach othir,

Lamamira amd his feam  had
several interactions with both
delegations throughout  the
weekend, UN  spokeswoman
Alessandra Vellueel told a media
brriehng

“Tht leams engaged intensivedy

o the two key items discussed
cuaring these talks: humaniiarian
asmyslance and protection of civl-
gans " she said

“The= e T e
continuing this week.”

No end date has been sched
uledk The two delegations are
cotprised of senior represenita-
fives of the warring parties and
mnclucle humanitanan, securty
and military experts,

\

y

Y

Moumers attend the funeral of a Hezbollah fighter who was killed along with two of his family members after an lsrasli airstrike hit their houssa in south Lebanon, 4F

Israeli attacks Kill

FEACE ELUSI

5 L.ebanese in

24 hours, Including two women

[Hezbollah shells Rirvat Shmona; wams of ‘severe response’ i Israel launches large-scale war

MNajla Houssor] Heluat

Israel continued to target
Hezbollah members on
Tuesday with attacks by
combal drones, less than
24 hours after a member
of the party and his two
sisters were Killed in an
alr assault on their home
in the town of Bint Jhell.

On Tuesday afternoon, an Israch
drone launched a missile at a
matorcycle on the Khardali road,
a strtegic roate connecting the
Nabsalieh
killing two people

An evewiiness said: "The
motorcycle was carmving  [wao

ara o Marjayouin,

persons, amd when several
citizens tred o approach the
fargeted motoreyele, o was
siibgected o a secomd airstnke
with a pukded missile”

On Monday evening, Israeli
warplanes  had  conducted
intense raids on the towns of Bind
Tbeil, Kfarkela, Mavs Al-Jabal and
Marwahin,
homes and CALSINE - significand
cilmage,

One of the strikes hit the home
of Amer Jamil Dagher and his
gisterd, Tarhreed and Fawszia,

in Bint Jhedl, destroving it andd

destroying  several

Killing all thiress, who were sid
to ber in their 40s and 50,
Hezhodlah  mourmed
ceaths and they were buried

hedr

FASTFACT

A Hezbollah member and his

two sisters died on Monday
rright in an attack on their

home, and two people on a
motorcycle were Killed on
Tuesday by a drone attack,

n Tik=day affemoon i ther
homedown, (8 people  [rom
which have been kilied since
fighting In southern Lebanon
besan on Ot B.

The Israell aremy saled it had
“targeted Hezbollah mirastrc-
ture in several areas in southern
Lelsinagin o ‘l.-1-.:-|1||.-|:-.' nleht 1o
climinate threats,”

Hezbollah said it responded
i the attacks by “shelling the
Firvatl Shmona setthement with
chozens of Falag and Kalvisha
rockets"

Meanwhile, Isracll forces also
shelled the of Dweir
Mimas and the town of Yohmor
Al-Shaqgif, along the Litani Hiver.

Lehanese Civil Defense teams
and paramedics from Hezbollab
and the Amal Movement report-
edly worked through the night
fighting fires in forests along
side the river caused by Israel
phosphors shells,

Hezbollah said it had targeted
a “smathering of Isracl enemy
sislchers
barmacks opposile the Lebanese

outskirts

|I:FIIIIII|| L Pramil

border town of Hmeish,” “spy
equipment at  the Al-Raheb
sife” and “Al-Samaga site i the
occupied Kfarchouba hills,”

MP Mohammed HRaad, the
feacl of Hezbollah's parllamen-
tary bloc, threatened Israel with
“a severe response if the Isracli
army launches a large-scale war
in Lebanon”

He added: “The Israell armm
Knows Lhis, We Enow Lhe enemy's
strengths and weaknesses, and il
Enows we know its weaknesses.”

Raad wrged the “enemy to
siop s evil against Lebanon
andd G we are r|-.:|r|__'. O CEease
fire on the Lebanese front if the
JFTETEREOT Ol (raza !l.III']I"..I1'|I| LIse

enemy will coanpiy with this"

DEFIANT

MILITIA

US military
destroys

3 Houthi
drones amid

ship altacks

Saeed Al-Batatl -

US naval forces in the Hed Sea
destroved a harrge of drones
taiinched by Yemen's Hoarlhis as
the mibita imcreased drone, boad
and missile strikes on ships in wter
national commercial channels.

The US military
slalEmend  on 'I'|||'.-|.|.|_l. that s
forces mbtercepted three Houth
ummanned acrial vehicles over thie
Red Sea and two meore over Houthi
el of  war-torm  Yermen
during the past 24 hours, all of
which were aimed azainst interna-
thomal commercdal and navy ships,

“TI was determmimed these TTAVS
prescnted an imminent threat 1o
15, coalition forces and merchand
viessels in the resion.

“These actions were taken io
prodect  Ireedaoim o

sid o3

LA

!I-I'l.l.!_il'lIII:L
and make mternational waters
safer and more secure” US
Central Command said on X.
Darmg the last 24 hours. the

Houthis tanpeied a 2Fanama
flarmed, [smacl-ovned, Monaoo
operated  tanker wessel, M

BACKGROUND

Yarmen's Internationally
recognized government
reiterated on Tuesday its
ragquest for intermnational
groups to shift their offices
from Houthi-held Sanaa to
the southemn city of Aden,
Yemen's ternporary capital

Rentley I, which was transporting
1.'|1,_'1'I.-1I|||'-::-|I Vo Ruassi (o China,

The mbtin deploved three
surface ships, one explosive
laden drone boat and two small
bnats, causing no damage to the
SILEy o casualiies, acrorching: o
the LIS military.

The  Houthis
i bl a balli=tic missibe from
Yemen  temitory toward  the
saimee ship in the Red Sea.

I'he Howthis also fired anm explo
sive and remotely controlbed boat
al the MT Chios Lion, a Greek-
operated. Marshall  Islancks-
owned crude oil tanker operating
under the Liberian flag in the Red
sea, mflicting damage to the ship
bt mo reported casualties.

The US statement came hours
after Houthi military spokesman
Tahva Sarea cladmesd that the
mulitia’s naval, dirone and missile
forces launched a joint atiack
against MT Bentley 1 in the Red
Sed, and struck the Chios Lion odl
tanker ship with a drone boat,

suthsecuenthy

The two shilpes wepe langebed
therr  owners  defied
the militas warninges A s
traveling (o Israch porls

b cause
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Tm doing this for all of Palestine'—
Abu Sal on making boxing history

20-year-old fighter from Ramallah is first-ever Palestinian boxer to take part in Olympics

Michalle Kuehn Doty

Despite the challenges of
checkpoints, roadblocks
and casnalty npdates

lrom Gaza, Waseem Abua
Sal has surpassed all
previous achievements by a
Falestinilan boxer with his
wildcard spot at the 20224
Olympics In Paris.

Nod sarprisingly, this milestone
his nod come without fremen-
dious sacrifice, with the everyday
sirugedes of living in the occupded
Wesl Bank presenting a [ar more
formidabile battle than the encdbess
rounids he faces in the ring

Ciwer the last 12 mondhs, Abu Sal
has spent every waking moment
preparing for the Olympics,

He underwent training cidmpes
m Morocco and Jordan in 2023,
compeied o towmaments  in
Algenia and Russia, and wrapped
up his preparations in China
for the 2023 Asian Games in
Hangzhou last Sepiember.

Althoargh he chid not secure an
Olympic spot i the qualifying
events, camning o wildcard spot
has reigmited his hopes for success
o thie grand stage.

“'m pgoing 1o the Olymples
nol just for mysell, but for all of
Paleatine” sald the 20-vear-old,
who will be fighting in the 57 ki
cakegory i Paris

“1I'm highting to show the world
our dignity and to preserve our
identity. IS important o me
and o the Palestindan Obympic
Committes, My message is one af
peace, but akso to show the world
thiat we are strong and resilient.”

Abu Sal is poised to enter the
ring for his debut Clymypie boart
on July 28 at the Koland Garros
Stadlium in the French capital,
where he will be among 248
boxers from 70 countries vying
for gold.

His jourmey to such cxalted
company began at age 10 when
his father took him to Elbarmio
Gyvm in Ramallah, with a vision
far beyomd grving his son a mere
hobby or self-defense skills.

Even al such an cardy stage, he
aspired or has Waseem to become
an Olvmpian, and barely 10 years
on from that day, the dream of
an Olvmple teket has became a
reality,

Nadker Jayousi, head of the
Palestinian  Olympic Comimitiee
and owner of Elbarrio Gym, has
been imstrumental in puiding and
coaching Aba Sal

His (razan coach, Ahmed
Harara, restricted by oocupsa-
on bartiers between e Wes
Bank amd Gaza, supports him
remately by sending daily training
schedules,

With Harara only being ahle to
meel Abu Sal during international
compelthons, the boxer rains
each morming and then again in
the evening under the gukdance
o Jayvousi,

After the Asian Games last
October, the onset of the war in
Gaza siegnificantly mtenstfied the
challenges Abu Sal Gweed.

Initially, Israel imposed a

Abu Sal's Gazan coach, Ahmed Harara, restricted by barriers, supports him remotely by sending daily training schedules. Supplied

mandatory hall on all sports
activitbes. As the conflict escalated
churing the fnal qualifying rounds,
Abu Sals raning opportunities
were severely limitecd

Traming n Palesbime has
become increasingly perilons due
to a rise in chechpoints, military
presence and  settler violenoe,
complicating travel even between
West Bank cities amd thus
restiacting his access to sparring
partners.

For international travel, Abu Sal
must undertake a joanrney by road
froem Famallah to Amman, Jordan,
e cateh a fight — iFhe (2 Fortunate
enough not to be denied an entry
Visil,

Despite  the  hapdships —
witnessing his nends trapped i

FASTFACTS

® Abu Sal is poised to enter
the ring for his debut Olympic

bout on July 28 at the Roland
Garros Stadium in the Frenoch

l,'.'I:I.FIi".H.lI where ha will be
among 248 boxers from TO
countries vying for gold,

® His journey to such axalted
company began at age 10
whien his father took him to
Elbarrio Gym in Ramallah, with
a vialon far beyond giving his
son a mera hobby or salf-
defense skills.

Jordan, unable to retum o Gaza,
and suffering the loss of famiky
members and injuries due o the
conflict — Abu Sal channeded the
pain into his traoning

The devastating mmpact of the
cofiflict has taken a tall on Abu
Sal amd his teammates, vet il has
also  foeled his  determimation
to comdinue working toward his
Dilyrpdc goals.

As part of the Clymple preps-
ratin  program, the Olvmpac
Committer  provedes  support
throwesh supplements, training
and indemational travel, signifl-
cantly boosting performance,

*This support has kd o a
historie achievement, with seven
athletes traveling to the Olympics
this year,” sawd Jayousi,

“When applving for wildcard
enires, we chose to focus on the
best-performing athletes.  We
atmed to highlight the high level
of talent emenzng rom Palestane,
showeasing our potential on the
global stapge”

Abu 53l has been winning
miedals mternationally since 2008,

He has come a long way sinoe,
and compared to the challenges of
fuis dhally life, no goal 18 too big for
U fchter from Ramallah,

With the Pars Otympics ondy 1O
days away. Abu Sal is now under
ening a specific training period.

Having traveled to France for a
two-week infernational trining
camp on July 4, he wall reunite
with his squad a1 the Obvnplc
village starting: from July 20

DISCRIMINATION

Amnesty
slams
French
hijab ban
in sporils

Arab Naws L o000l

Ampesty International has accnsed
France of breaking international
numan nghts law by enforcing a
ban on women competing at this
summers Olvmpke Games in Paris
wearing hesdscarves,

In o repart on the ban paiblishied
o Tuesday, Amnesty also accused
the International Cilymgic
Commities of wealness by naot
challenging Frances “discrimidna-
Loy ™ law,

Anna Blus, Amnestys women's
rights researcher in Enrope, said:
“Banning French athletes [rom
competing wilth sports  hijjabs
at the Odympic and Paralympic
Cames makes a mockery of
claims that Parts 2024 is the flrsi
‘Gender Equal Dlvmpics” and Lays
bare the racist gender discrimi-
nation that underpins access to
sport in France™

She added: “Discriminatory
rules policing what women wear
are a violation of Muslim women's
and girks" human rights and have a
clescastating mpact on Uselr pertict-
pation in spoit, blocking efforts o
make sporls more inchesve and
mote actessible”

France is the only Furopean
couniry to enforce a ban on
headscarves in sport, which also
contradicts the nules of inter-
national sporis bodies such as
FIFA, the International Basketball

BACKRGROUND

The human rights group
accuses the host country of

I:r-uushlng international law.

Federatbon and the International
Villeyhall Federation,

Basketball playver Helene Ba told
Amnesty that the French han “is
a clear violation of the Olympic
charter, values amd provisions,
and an infringement on our funda:
mental rights and freedoms ... |
think it%s golng to be a shameful
monent lor Franoe™

sy alched: “hentally it 1s also hard
because you really fecd excloded
.. egpecially if vou go to the bench
and the referee tells vou to go to the
bxckders (stamds) Everyone sees you
-.. It's & walk of shame"

Another  female athlete  twold
Amnesty anoivmonslys "I is sad,
It's even shamelal to be at this
poind in 2024, o biock dreams just
beecause of a piece of fabric”

In a press release, Amnesty said:
“For several vears, French author-
tes have betn weaponizing these
concepts [of seculansm) to justify
the enactment of laws and policies
that disproportionately  impact
Muslim women andd girds.

Foune Dinwara, co-president of
the foothall collective Hijabeuses,
feded Armesty: “Our fghi 1= mol
palitical or religious but centersd
on our human nght (o paricipate
in sparis”

Blus saick “No  policymaker
shoudd clictate what a worman cu or
cannod wear and no woman should
e forced to choose between
the sport she loves and her faith,
cultural identity, or belefs”
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UFGRADING SKRILLS

Ring Salman Global Academy trains
Indian scholars in Arabic teaching

Sanjay Kumar New Deh

A lop Saucdi linguistic imstitu-
tion, the Ring Salman Global
Academy for Arabic Lanpuage,
launched gpectal training
sessdons for Instractors teaching
Arabhic at Indian universities.

some 50 lecturers are taking
part in the four-day course held
in New Delhi at Jawaharlal Nehru
University, which s the man
host of the RSGAALR ongoing
Arabic Languaze Month.

The event s atmed at devel-
oping  and  improving  the
teaching of Arabic for non-native
speakers In the worlds most

popilous nation, and kicked off

online in late June, running uniil
July 26,

It includes both online and
affline competitions and sessdons
[or students and lecturers.

“The teaching of the Arabic
language has  transformed

King Salman
Glebal Academy
for Arabic
Langiiige
eaparta traln
Indlan schalars

of Arabic at
Jawaharial Mehiu

Unlversty In Now
Dweihi om Tuesday,
S ipped

sigmificantly. There are a number
of Institutions which teach
pedagogy of Arabic sccording to
the latest trends,” Prof. Mujecbar

Rahman, head of the Centre of

Arabic and African Studies al
INL told Arab News,

“There is lots of research in the
Arab waorld, published materials
al=o, which Arabic teachers in
the (Indian) universities are not
aware of and not equipped with
. 3, the purpose of this training
i5 to apprise the teachers of
the latest pedagogy of Arabic
teaching as a foreipn language

andd also tell them about the

technological tools that ame
avaitnhle”
Nine Saudi experts  in

different domains of languagme
teaching  were  conducting
the course under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Abdullah bin Saleh
Al-Washmi, the academy's
secretarv-general.

Bangladeshl students carry a wounded woman after clashes with the youth wing of the rullng Awaml Leagus In Dhaka on Monday. AFF

Bhehakl Surmon | hnko

Hunddreds of protesting
Bangladeshl students have
been Injured in clashes
with pro-ruling party
Eroups, the country’s
largest hospital sajd on
Tuesday, in the wake ol
campus rallies against

public sector job guotas.

The students have beon demon-
strating since carly July against
a quoda system under which 30
percent of  well-pakd
meenil jorhs are reserved for the
familics of those who fought 1n
the 1971 liberation war against
Pikistan  thid  resolted i

EOVEFT-

HISING VOICES

Hundreds of Bangladeshi
students injured as job
quota protests ramp up

0% of all government jobs reserved for families of 1971 liberation war fighters

Bangladesh's imdependence.

The mowement to reform the
systern started in 2008, forcing
the: govermment bo Besue a crcular
canocling the guoda, but last month
a high court erder nullified it.

students have been  rallying
since the announocment of the
courts ruling and on Monday and
Tuesday moming clashed with
mermbers of the vouth wing of the
ruiding Awarmi Leaguie party

In the capital Dhaka alene, at
least 2054 were injured.

“A total of 234 studdents recedved
treatrnent at owr hospital folbowing
the students’ clashes on Monday,”
Brig. Gen. Asaduwzzaman, director
if the Dhaka Medical College
Hospatal, told Arab News,

“At the moment, six of the
injured students are admitted o

oair hospétal. We have hepd them

wncer observation as some ol

them polt head imjurics ... among
the injured, there are studenis
from different educational instita-
tians, including Dhala University.”

The protests escalated on
sundav, after Prime Minister
Sheikh - Hasing  underminesd
cdemonsirators by
the grandchildren of freedom
fichters do not receive benefits,
who would get it? The grandchil-
clrem of razakars?™

The word “razakar” a deeply
offensive  term  m Banggladesh,
means someonc who collaborates
with an enemy occupying fomce

siving: "I

and refers to those who collalbs-
rated with the Pakistand military
churing: the 1971 war.

“The companson with the
collaborators agitated the
protesting students very muche
[t"s niot right that all the families
who don’t belong o eedom
fighters” families are all collabo-
rators,” Mohammaed Nahid Islam,
coordinaior of the Smdents
Against Discrimination group,
which is part of the protests, told
Arab News,

“Till last week, students from
35  puhlic
the prodests with us across the
country .. now, the protests
spread over almosti all educa
tional institutions,”

wniversities  jolned

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Rolief
Indian farmers

plant crops as
Monsoon revives

[ndian farmers have acoelerated
thee plamting of summer-somwn
crops, such as paddy, sovbean,
codton, and cormn, folkowimg aboye-
average roresnan rainfall by July
thart came after a deficit in June,
according to governmeent data.
SUmmeT rains, critical for
economic growth in A=zias third-
largest eooonmy, nsually begin
i1 e souath aroumd Juie | belore
spreading nationwidke by July S,
alkowing farmers (o plant sum
mer crops, The lifebdood of the
mearly 835 trillkon economy, the
monsnon brings nearly 70 perceml
of the rain India needs to water
farms and refill reservolrs and

aiilers. Reoters

Communication

Hotline to open for

China, Philippines
presidents’ offices

A recently sismed agree-
ment will open a direct line of
communication belween the
presidental offices of China and
thee Philippines to help prevend
any new confrontation from
spiraling out of comtrol in the
disputed South Chima Sea. China
and the Philippines have created
such emergency telephone ho-
Wimes a lower Jevels in e past
to better manage disputes, pair-
ticudary in two hercely disputed
shvols where the Philippines
has accused Chinese forces of
increasingdy hostile actbons and
China says Philippane ships have
encroached despite repeated
warnings. AP

1he Days
FIGURES

Bowsrca:s SlsliaTn

CUBA: YOUTH JOBLESS RATE
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘The Tech Coup’

MARIETJE SCHAAKE
Cwvar the past decades, under Er:,rpl:l:r:urrﬂt.y has wiped
the cover of “innovation,” out the personal savings of
technology companios have millions and threatens the
successfully resisted stability of the gicbal financial
regLilation and syatam. In “Tha Tech
have aven bagin Coup,” Maneatja Schaakes
to seize power offers a behind - the-
from governments scanes account of how
themselves, Faoial technology companies
recognition firms crept into nearty every
track citizens for ciomer of our Fves and our
police surveillance. EOVEMIMments,
Precaution Tragic
Russia mulls Bus accident in
banning. fining Spanish tunnel
scooter riders injures 9 people

The speaker of Russias lower
Teese ol parliament aske Ros-

sians 10 4 poll on Tuesday wheth-

er they supported an outright
ban on electric scooters, spurred
by pubdic concermns over safety
after thousands ol accklenis lsi
year myolving scoolers

The mitiative by Vycheslav
Volodin, speaker of the State
Dima aned a chose ally of Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin, comes as
deputies examine legislabion
to introduce fines for irmespon-
st plelers of elecirge soooders,
inclucimg penalties for spesclimg
o rding whiale intoxacated.

scooters hanve surged in popu-
larity in Kussian cities. Reutens

A dramatic bus accident at the
mouth of a highway tunnel in
neortheast Spain left nine people
injured, three of them critically,
cfficials sadd Tuesday.

The bus was carryimg S0-60
tesible workers o a nearby Fac-
tory when Lhe accident oocurmed
on the C-32 highway about an
hour north of Barcelona, acoord-
ing toemergency services and
local officials. The baes appears to
have hit the sloped edge as it was
entering the tunmnel and it was
vinnd bl uprvard umtdl its frond
came toa resd al the toqe That el
it propped dizgonally across the
entrance o the tunnel. Police are
investizating the cause. AP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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The world is numb as Israel ratchets up its Gaza slaughter

hen the prosecu-

tor of the Intemma

tiormal Criminal Court

Rarim Khan an-

meoLimced in May thi

he was submitting
an apiplicathon for arrest warranis agadnst
[sraeh Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyvad
andd his Defense Minster Yoay Gallant on
multiple charges of committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity in Gaza, the
Falestinkan death toll stood at abowt a stag-
gering 35,000, including 14,000 children.
Back then, Khan's move was received with
both commendation and revalsion.

The Palestinian leadership and most
Arab amnd Muslim countries welcomed the
declaration. European governments were
divided. The US condemned Khan and the
court and Republican lrwmakers issued a
slark warning against the proseculor, the
panel of judges and ther families, Netian-

rahu brushed the move aside, declanng
that lsrael does not recoenize the court,
now cdhioes it care about the arrest warrants
that were yel to be issged

&8
An unknown
number of people

have been buried
in makeshil
graves all over

the beleaguered
enclave

Today, the death toll in Gaza stands at
mcre than 38,000, And since May, Israel
has intensifted its indiscriminate bombing
of houses, schools, mosques, hospitals, UN
baildings and even “safe areas”™ that were
designated as such by the Israeli army.

The carnage has been ongoing rownd the
clock sivce Oct, 8, Gaza's Health Mindstry
aclmits that its Agures are conservative,
since it can only count those hospatals
receive. Bul thousands more peaple are
helieved o be buried under the rubhle in
destroved nelghborhoods that are beyvond
the reach of the civil defense or, [or lack of
heayy equipment, cannot be recovered.

With almost all of Gaza'’s hospitals having
been taken out of service due to Israeli
bombings, an unknown number of people
have been buried in makeshift praves all
over the beleaguered enclave,

Sinee Israel look over the Ralah crossing
pesnt with Egyvpd., all asd supgdies [rom Egvpl
have been halted. The US has dismanthed
the temporary pier that was supposed o
help deliver much-needed food, water and
medbcine, Tsrael now controds all crossing
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points and s (ailing o allow fuwel, food and
medicine to enter the Strip.

Crovernments have become numb to
the datly slaughter of Gazans by lsrael
News afl the killings has slipped from the
fromit pages and s now barely reported by
the malnstream meca, The TIN Security
Council has not met in weeks to discoss the
war and its binding resolutions on the necd
for unfettered delivery of humanitarian aid
into Gzaza have been ignored by lsrael

Isrsell afficials admit Netanmyahiu is
|:l-|~:r.|i1i||;.;|r|:'||ii:||i::-1] e Tiaarts 1o reach a cense-
fire cheal for personal reasons, He wanls the
wir to go on as long as possible. He knows
that the Biden administration has exhausted
all means to pressure Netanyahu to stap the
war. He is using the febrile election moosd
in the US io his benefit. Joe Biden has been
weakened and is fighting for his poditical life
as e Faces eritics rom his own pary,

Almost two months have passed since
Ehan submitied his request. But there
are no signs that the court will issue those
warrants any time soon, Meanwhile, the
Tnternational Cowrt of Justbe: 15 also silent,

even as [srael is violating its orders not to
mpede the delivery of aid

Still, the International Court of Justice
has announced that it will make pabdic an
advisory opinion on July 19 regarding the
legal consequences of [srael’s occupation
afl Palestinian territories, This advisory
ridling will be rejected by Israel and
guestioned by the US, rendenng it another
symbeolic victory for the Palestinians while
changing little on the ground.

Mlestingans have been walting for justice
for more than seven decades, They have
been walting for the Intemational Crimanal
Court to issue arrest warrants for almost
two months. They have dozens of LUNSC
resclutions in thewr fBavor. None have been
mmplemented and Israe] has rejected them
all. Due to blackmail, intimidation and all
sorts of pressure, the International Crimminal
Courd is hesitant (o move against Israel.

Pabestine is nol a lost cavse and it is a jwst
one indecd. Bat for justice to be delivered, the
culprit must be held accountable. Otherwise,
laraels excepiicnalism will beoome the rule
and indernatsonal liw will become a faroe.

@&
Allowing
Netanvahu to play
the statesman,
which he is not, is
an act of betrayal
of all those who
have been killed

The case against Netanyahu speaking at the US Congress

Ireacy, a week hefore taking
Ofl o a visel 1o 1|-'i.':|5~|!|i|:|;_'1||||
to address U5 [awmakers on

Benjamin Netanyahu's wings
have been somewhat clipped.

Nearly a decade ago, in his boumndless
vanity and envy of state leaders who are
Howm by an aircraft specially designnted
for them, he ordered an aging Boeing 767
ta he converted ta the highest pampsering
chemands of himself and his wife. Eight
vears on, and at an estimated cost of |
hilllon shekels (8277 million), the “Wing of
Zhon™ will beave the ground lfor one of the
moest confroversial visits of an Israell prime
muinister to the TS,

Nevertheless, it was reviealed that this
expensive toy was unable to make a direct
transatlantic Right while carrying the Tull
loaed of the prime minister’s enlouarage and
hence an infenm stopover in the Caech
Repubilic and Hungary was considered,
Alas, according to Kan, Israel’s public

July 24, Isracli Prime Mimister

broadcaster, this plan was decided against,
amidd fears that the International Criminal
Courl was readyving an armest warrant
agaimst the Israclh M as a result of the way
he has conducted the war in Gaza.

What looks like a mere technical issue
encapsulates Netanvahu's reign of sheer
hedonism and wastefulness when il comes
to public money and the transformation of
the Tsraell prime mindster inlo a pariah with
an intermational arrest warrani hanging
oveT his head after embrodling his country
in its longest war since independence.

Those are all convineing reasons for the
LS Congress 1o have never thrown him the
Lifeline of inviting him to deliver i speech
on one of the world's more prestigious
stages. An invitation to a foreign leader
o address a joint meeting of Congress is
a rare occasion and is |_|.=-.u:|||'_l. i FECOEnl-
tion of the clase relations between the
LS and this country. [t appears to homor
the personal contribution of the invitee

b these relations or even for his or her
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exceptional contribution o world affairs.

Bul Netanyvahu represents noae of the
above, As a matter of fact, he represents the
exact opposite. Allowing Netanyahu to play
the statesman, which he is not, is an act of
betrayal of all those who have been killed,
maked and for lost everything they had
since O, 7,

And what s the main aim of extending
this prestigious mvitation?® It is a cheap
and obvious attempt by the Repubdicans in
Congress, in an elechon year, (o gain some
support among friemnds of Israel and to
push the Democrats into a corner, trapped
between thelr support for Israel and thelr
opposition Lo Netanyahu as someone who
15 bringing calamity to his own country and
endangering its relations with the US as its
closest and most consequeniial ally.

Giving Netanvalii a stage that is an
international as well as an Amencan one,
whike he has not made a single concession
o any of the izsues the US holods as lmpor-
tant to ending the war in Gaza, bringing

the hostages hack and embarking on the
eriormaous path of rebullding the Gaza
Strip; 15 proviching a fatled and discredited
prime minister and his coalition of extrem
i=ts with an undeserved tailwind for their
efforts to cling to power.

.":-ib:“'_l.'. e 15 accusiommed to saoane leveld ol
cyYIcIsm n pohtics, boat this mmyvitation 1s a
total eclipse of judgmicnt at the expense of
the good of the people. In 2015, Netanyahu
used a similar occaston in Congress 1o lobby
agninst the Iran nuclear deal and to unasham
pddly intervene in US domestic affairs.

In 20003, 58 American lawmakers showed
thedr integrity and good political judgment
in skippng Netanyahu's specch. This
Lime, the number 1= expected to be higher
anid it will be a true test for those who are
senuine friends of 1srael, who care about
human rights and who support peace, bet
alone doing what is best for US inter-
ests. They should vote with thew feet by
leaving the benches of Congress emypty
during that speech.
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What Modi-Putin summit means for China and US

uly is proving to be an eventiul
motith globally, with concerns
over American President Joe
Biden's candidacy, an assass|-
nation attempt on Republican
candidate Donald Tromp and kast
week's much-talked-about visit of Indian
Frime Minister Narendra Modi to Moscow
to meet Russian President Viadimir Putin
lor the 22nd India-Russia annial summit.

historical warmth toward Hussia and
Modi's style of personalized dipfomacy. In
Putin, Modi has found a friend who shares
the kil of being @ muscular leader with
penchant lor maintaining strong visibility
n the public eve, This has provided a Glkip
to bilateral relations since Modi's asoent to
power in 20004,

Indin’s newtral position under Modi's
leadership on the Russian invasion of

This was Modli's first Lkraine in 200222 and
visif to Russla sinee the i'—, the ongoing war has
outhreak of the war in also helped, Moreover,
Ukraine in 2022, The visit India will not take [ndia has made use of
]E‘d.tﬂ-il.]‘fl‘tt_‘l!.'l:"ﬂ IZ-DI.'I!'I_]'I'li.‘I.' any [li]lll}mﬂﬂf ﬂ:l.l!' 5i_gr|.1'.ﬁ|:'an.t -:[m]:l i
ment to political, military, declslon that price of Hussian odl to
ecoromic, culiural and A today become its lrgest
energy cobperation, may jeopardize purehaser,

India and Kussia !1.:111: its relations with D'l_:iﬂjlt this closeness,
5@:.‘-1 strong relations the US In any I:.u:]m has never ..i|l:nan|:l:I:-1:||:'|:l
since the former’s _ diplomatic relations with
independence in 1047, "‘I'E“-Iﬂ":m"- HEMINET b West, Building on the
As India’s independence nonalipnment inherent

codncided with the start of the Cold War
between the 1S and the Russlan Federa-
Hoa's predecessor, the USSR, the Sauth
Asian giant ks the move to be nonaligned
in this great power competition. 1is
nonalignment, however, always had a
alight tilt toward the USSR and Incdia
actively sought American suppaert only
briefly during its 1962 war with China,
The convivial cxchange between the two
leaders was equally the result of Tndia's

in its foreign policy, New Delhi has built
girarng econanic and political cooperation
with the 115 andd its Western allies, India’s
increased proximily to Russia is, therefore,
increasingly of conoern to the US and its
Western allies.

Aodi’s recent visit to Russia was undoulbs-
edly part of an Indian effort to preserve
ties with an old ally, but the relationship
1= increasingty changing. India s wary of
Hussia's prowing closeness with China under
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President Xi Jmpang's leadership. Moscow 1s
certainly dependent on India for trade and,
since 2022, for international legitimacy amid
Westerm sanctions and hestility, However, i1s
dependence on China is greater,

China and Russia have shared strong
commercial, diplomatic and military
relations in recent vears and Moscoaw is today
China’s largest odl supplier, This 1s a matter of
concern for India, whose own relations with
Beijing have historically
e tense and have detert-
orated in recent vears due 1o

@8

Brijing. This location is integral to Western
plans to counter China's Belt and Road
Initiative, the strongest example of which
= the India-Micddle East-Europe Economic
Corridor, which was announced last year af
the G20 Summit in New Delhi.

Given the role playved by India in the
Wests plobal ambitions, it is clear why
the White House ralsed concerns over the
recent India-Rassia summit, while urging
the former to use its
relations with Moscow (o

erwd the war in Ukraine.

several border dispules, Modi has found a In reality, India will

In this light, Modi's visit friend who shares not take any diplomatic
to Moscow aimed to be 1 Lill of bei decision that may jeopar-
a reminder to Putin that 5 ol nga dize 15 relations with
India continmes to be a muscular leader the US in any significant
time-tested ally of Russia, with a [:H.‘ll'ﬂllﬂ-llt meanner, However, Modi's
This is key to India's efforis in . continued strategic
to reduce Kussian depen- for maintain ambivalence toward
dence on China and secure SIrongg ‘*HMHIF Hu==ia 1= an imporiant
Russian support during reminder to the US that

any hostilities between India and China.
The fact that the US keenly watched
and expressed iis concerns over the clear
camaraderie between Modi and Putin illas-
trates India’s growing strategic significance
for the West, with the Latter believing that
Inelia’s diplomatic relations directly impact
Western interestz, Further, India's Jocation
as it neighbor of China is strategically
important for the US amid the atmosphere
of a "great game” between Washington and

India, and the broader Glohal South, has
corse into s own in foreign policymsaking.
As analyst Chietigd Bajpaee highlights,
India is drawing up a foreign palicy
that is "non-Western, but not explicitly
anti-Western™

[espite India's commitment to
malntaining relations with the US, it is

nonetheless going o secure its partnership
with Russia, as this is key 1o security in

India’s immediate neighborhood,

Shanghai grouping continues under global radar

= 24th Shanghal Coopera-

tion Organzation Sumimil

in Astana this monih had

all the ingredients of & mul-

tilateral pothoiber, Chinese

President Xi Jinping’s em-
phasis on "a common home of good-neigh-
borliness and friendship™ notwithstanding,
the sammmit presented a usaal mix of hits amd
misses, More importantly, another Shanghai

can undermine the organlzation's credi-
hility as a forum for promoting lofty values
clsewhere, Doe to this contradiction, the
group has not produced many tangibic
outcomes or resalutions with signilficant
global repercussions. [is activities are offen
seen as more symbolic than substantive in

addressing major global challenges.
It operates ma crowded field of interna-

Homal organizations and regonal groupings.

Conperation Organization [t competes for atien-
summit went beneath the .i tion and influence with
global radar, which is nod organizations that have

ideal For a forum represent- Iis activities broader memberships and
ing aboat 40 percent of are often seen as o established roles in
the world's population and global governance, Seen
whose members contribiite more 53']“."]'"': throtegli the prizm of geops-
about $23 trillion to global than substantive litical rivalry, particularly
gross domestic product. in H{lilr['ﬂ'iillg' between its major members,

The amenda was under- China and Russia, and other
standabdy inward-looking, mqlnr ﬂ'lﬂllﬂl elobal powers Like the LS,
as has mostly been the M“m the organdzstlon can canse
case, s member countries shepthcism aboul s inten-
looked to strengthen relations, provicde tions and efectiveness in promoting genuine
practical solutions to shared challenges and cooperation and stability.

enhance regional and international coopera-
tion. Considering the group's composition,
the agenda typically revolves around Central
Asia. These forums do not offen address
brosder global concerns or sienificantly
impact major intermational crises.

some member countries’ internal 1sswes
have ramifications on the forum's agenda.
S, if China amd Hussia face criticism for
their domestic and foreign policies, this

srm

{hina and Kussia now see the grouping as
an extension of thelr sphere of infuence in

their growing challenge to the US-led alliance,
This s a departure from the days when Beijing

and Moscow |[ooked at the organization as a
platform to project influence beyvond Central
Asia, including regional security, stabdlity

in Afghanistan and cconomic connectvity
throareh the Belt and Road Initiative. In
recent years, they have sirengthened their
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enoperation within the group amid increasing

tensions with Weslern powers,
Noticeably. they have sought o deepen

economic thes, enhance military coopera-

tiom and align their diplomatic positions

ol imternational ssucs such as chimate

change and mudtibateralisme They typically

iry coordinating their regional and global

positions, often advocating fora maltipolar

world arder and opposing unilateralism. In

soverelgniy and noninterference in internal
alfairs, contrasting the unilateral actions
and hegemonic tendencies often associated
with hipodarity.

Dichotoiny also surrounds economic
cooperation and development. The
Shanghai Spirit encourages cCOnOMC
codperation and integration among
member states, which ks particularly
relevant in todays global economy, whers

other words, the orranieabon _ eonnomic interdepen-
serves as a platform where i,i dence can mitigate the
China and Russia can bolster adverse effects of geapo-
their strategic partnership The organization lithcal rivalries. Moreover,
managhg berdfences | “CTVESASaplatorm L pooried
and ensuring regional siability, where China by the Shanghai Coopera-

some tikeaways from the and Russia ton Organization, promote
summmit were worth noticing. can holsier mfrastrocture -:Iﬂ'-:lnp
;nﬂlﬂifm u::]m their: teg zlnct::nu:iﬁdﬁmnnmtilm
f‘nre-:.;amplf.'rlié- e her Pﬂl'mﬂ‘ﬂhlll resilience and growth,
states approved a long-lerm Overall, while the

strategy outhning coflectve contnbations.
Iromically, wihat makes Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization summits rebevant to the
waorld order &5 also perhaps why they have
been largely ignored over the years. Al the
core of the experiment lies the “Shanghai
Spirit™ and the pursuit of shared develbop-
menl. Despite elTorts to make iU mainstream,
the spirit remains a distant dream i
today's bipodar world, as it advocates for a
multipolar world order. The organization
emphasizes equal parinerships, respsect for

ADVERTISING
HAUCH REFEARCH AND MEDAA GROLIF

organization plays a role in regional affairs
and servies as a platform for dialogue
amaong its member states, its limited global
influence and the perceptions surrounding
(s member states” domestic policies
coniribute to its lack of sertous consider-
ation by the broader international commu-
nity, A global ecosystem lor such a spirit

to pervade does nol vel exist, so events
such as Shangha Cooperation Organiza-
tion summits slip below the radar, whether
inadvertently or otherwise,
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Morgan Stanley delivered another
sirong quarter Inan Improving capital
[[!iLI!'"i.'L'[:'-i ervironment.

Ted Plck

CEQ of Mongan Scarky
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ISLAMIC BONDS

(Global sukuk issuance hits

Soudl Arabda

has stradeglcnlly
expanded its
wlshub fRRuanca
to diversify

sources and
promeote lelamio
finance within
its sconomy,
supporting
infrastructure
and pcansmic
char vz | o i vt
wihibe attracting
global Investars
seeking Sharinh-
campliant

oA

$91.9bn in HI: S&P Global

Marginal year-on-year increase of 0.87 percent driven by issuers from Saudi Arabia and the UAE

Mirmal Narayanan Fiyadn

Global sukuk Issnances
reached S91.9 billlon In the
first hall of 2024, marking
a marginal year-on-year
increase of (.87 percent,
driven by issuers from
Sawdl Arabla and the UAE,

According: 1o the |atest report
from S&F Global, foreign
cuIrency ssuances reached $32.7
billion in the first six months of
2024, marking a 248 percent
e compared 0 the same
period the previous year,

The credit ratmg  agency
hizhlighted  that  mproved
visibility on the medium-term
trajectory of inlercst rates has
boosted — foreipm cwrmency-
chempamibrated sukuk ssuance.

A sukulk i an Isbamic linancial
cerificate that represents owner-
ship of an assel and complies with
Shariah law, distinguishing it
from corventional bonds.

Saudi Arabla has strategically
expanded its sukuk issuance to
diversify financing sources andd
promaote Iskamic Anance withdn its
eoonHny, supporting infrastric-
ture and cconomic development
while attracting global inves-
tors seeling Shariah-compliant
opporiunities,

“"High hnancmg needs i oore
Islamic fimance countries, stable
rates, amd improved clanty
on the fuiure path of rate cuts
explain the continued increse in
foreign currency-denominated
lssuances” stated S&P Global.

Its fmndings follow a recent
report by Sauch Arabi®s Capital

Market  Aonthority, imdicating
sipnificant  growih  in the
Ringdom's sukuk and debl capital
market sce 2019, exceeding
SH30 bilkon, and achieving an
annual growth rate of 7.8 percent.

Morcover,  Sandi Arabia’s
MNational Debt Manapement
Center reported completing the
issuance of a rival-denominated
Islamic bond for June totaling
SH44 hailllon. The Ringdom
had issued sukuk amounting
o SRA23 billion m May, SRT34
Billlom in April, ancd SRE4.4 hillion
in March.

Global forecast
Meanwhile, S5&P Global has
maintuned s global  sukuk

issuance forecast at around SHE0
hillion to 170 hillion, buoyved by
simong market performance in the
first half of 2024

The US-hased firm emphasized
that the Islamic bond market’s
steady growth will be propelied
by  economic  diversification
imiftatives in countres such as
Sauchi Arabia, as well as the mbast
expansion of the non-oil sectors
in the UAE.

The report also underscored

&2

High financing needs
in core Islamic finance
couniries, stable rates,
and improved clarity
o the future path of
rate culs explain the
coutinued increase

in foreign currency-
denominated issuances.,

comributions o the sukuk
markets growth from couniries
like Oman, Malaysia, and Ruwait,

It added that geopoditical nisks
are not expected o adversely
impact the issuances of these
shariab-compliant debi prosducts
ghobally.

“Geopolitical risk has not yel
drageed on lssuance but coald
ot some downside risk, though
we do not expect signmihcant
disruption,” said the azency.

s&F noted that the adogption
o the Accounting and Anditing

Organdzation lor Islamie Finan-
clal Instiutyons’ Sharia Standard
62 might lower issaance volumes
in the medium term if it signifi-
cantly changes the nature and
risk profile of sukuk mstniments.

In late 200, the AADIF]
released s exposure draft of
Sharta Standard 62 on sukuk,
delaving the industry [eedback
theadline  twice, with the fnal
extension sei to July 31, 024,
from March 31, 2024,

According 1o the credit Fding

FASTFACT

Saudi Arabia's MNational Debt
Management Center reported
completing the izsuancea of

a riyal-denominated |slamic
bond for June totaling 8R4.4
billion. The Kingdom had
iesued sukuk amounting to
SR3.23 billion in May, SRT.39
billicn in April, and SR4.4 billion

in March,

agency, the proposed draft could

potentially alier the nature of

the sukuk market and lead to
increased resmentation.

The sukdelines cover Shariah
requirements for issianees, asset
backing, and ownership transfer.
They also address  investment
giructures,  fnancing mecha-

ridsames, anc trading and settlement
procedures,
"A key requirement of the

siandard s that the owmnership
and rsks related to the under-

Iying assets are to be transferped

The Isipmic
bond market's
stoady growth
will be propallad
by feornmic
diiveralficatian

inftlatives in
caountries such as

Saud Arnbdn. as
will as the rabust
expansian of the
non-oll sectors In
the UAE. SFA4

fo sitkuk hobders. As such, the
market will shift from structures
where the contractual obligations
of sukuk sponsors underpin the
repayvment o structures where
the underlving asseis have o more
proandnent role,” sad S&P Glahal,

The report further noted that
the adoption of these progsosed
giandards  could make these
Islamic bonds more expensive
than conventional issuances,

It ackded: *Howewver, it is difficult
to anticipate the appetite for such
mstruments from both investors
and issuers, as well as the legality
of moving asscts off their balance
sheets, given the current market
structure. This could either lead
i further market frazmentation
or worse, issuance could be put
oy heold until sukuk structures
fieevere ot a mudddle gronund”

The report, however, added
that the: adoption of the AAOIFTs
Standard 62 gusdelines is unlikely
i disrupd existing sukok, since
any  changes in contractoal
obdligatbons are subject to nves-
fors consent

Local issnances

Diespite the srowth of foreipn
issuances, local curmency-denom
inated  issnances witnessed a
decline of 8.8 percent in the first
hall ol this yvear compared 1o the
il petreoe] i 20025,

S&" Ghobal noted that this
downturn was driven by the drop
in local currency issuances in
countries like Turkive, the TTAE,
and Pakistan,

“The larpest drop of local
CUFTenCY  IsSuAnces wWis in
Turkiye, where Imodary

tichtening  combined with
befier fscal palicy coordination
cofitinwes o help rebalance the
eronomy, siaikd the repor.

It added: *“Im the UAE, the
decline can be explained by
kower  bocal-currency demornl-
mated issuance by the Federal
Covermment and other authon-
fes For Pakistan, the issue might
bt redated to a lack of data on
pssuances in the frst half of 200247

Um a positive note, the report
underscored the growth of Saudi
Arabilas local currency ssuance,

“We have observed that local
CLITEnCY Esuance i Saudi Arabia
has resumed its prowing trend
The povernment has tapped the
market with jumbo  issuances
and has also started to issae retail
sithuk” added S&F Global.

Om the other hand, Anancing
el in core Islamic finance
countnes, stable rates, and
mmproved clarity on the future
path of rate cuts drove the
continued  increase in foreign
currency-denominated
ERSLIATICES,

“We have seen a high issuance
volume  n Sawdl where  the
povernment amdd banks continae
iz tap into the market o inance
various projects related o the
economic  ransformation  plan.
We now expect the Saudi banking
sislem bo shift oo modherate ned
extermal debt position in the nexi
few months.” said the report.

S& P Glohal added that countries
Hke the UAE, Malavsia, Fuwall
and Qalar also witnessed a rise in
forelgn currency-denominated
psnances during the first hall of
thi= vear
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raft Deal in Saudi Aviation

i “_— N T

COLLABORATION

Saudia delegation visits Airbus in

Ll

™,

e

e

_
gih’

4 Sawdi-Goerminn

b luid I
palitical,
wEonamic,
and media

-1-"1'
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along with
Snudia Group
executives, pald
a visit to the
Alrbus faotory
n Hamburg,
Germany, to
Eammamarate
the largest
alrcraft deal In
Saudi aviation
&t oy,

. | T = I

Hamburg to mark historic deal

Landmark agreement signed in May includes the acquisition of 105 state-of-the-art A520neo and As2Ineo aircralt

Moar Nugall,
Madkn Hasian Aomnberg

A delegation rom Saudia
airline has made a special
visit to Alrbus’s factory In
Hamburg to see for liself
the progress of the largest
afrcraft deal in the King-
dom’s aviation history.

This landmark agreement,
slgned In May, includes the
acquisition of 105  state-of-
the-art AJ20neo and A32lneo
aircraft, which are to be distrib-
uted between Saudia and its
low-cost carrier, yadeal,

The deal s the katest in the
longstanding relationship
between Saudia and  Adrbus,
which began in the early 19805
when Sauclia  became the
launch customer for the Airbus
ASDO-600, delivered in March
1984, coinciding with the start
il aperations o Colomba, Sn
Lanka.

The most recent  aircralt
deal, walued at SI9  hillion,
aligns  closely with Saudia

Group’s  Vision 2030
tivies, aiming (o transport 3350
million travelers, accommodate
LS50 million visils, and serve 30
million pilgrims.

Speaking to Arab News at
the event, Michael Kindsgrab,
German Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, saick: “This is a great day
for German-Sandi  economic
relations. This 15 the bigzest
aircraft deal we've ever signed
between  Alrbus  and  Saudi
Arabla and Sawcia alrlines, so
this really leads into the future
for more sustainabde, ever
meare safe, more comfortalde

aviation.”

cbeec-

He added: =This 15 a very bhig
sign of the trust Saudia places
inte Airbus into the possibility
of Alrbus o make Saudia a
happy customer, s a very good
day for Saudi-German relations.
["m happy to be part of 1"

The dleal significantly
sirengthens Sawch Arabia'’s
position as a hub for enter-
tainment, sports, and major
events, bolstering its  global
influence. I also boosts local
content, fosters business entre-
prencurship, and [oels sustain-
able economic growth for the
Rinedonm.

Strengthening capa-
bilities and workforce
Emphasizing a holistic invest
ment  sirategy, the deal
priorvitizes local  workforce

development and  technology
transfer, fostering innovation
acrToss the aviation sector, and

contributing 1o local conlenl
worth an  estimated SH2.5

O visit today has

provided us with a special
opporiunity to witness the
efforts and processes that
define Airbus leadership
in the industry.

ibrahim Al-Crmar

B T E'I'l—l'ull" SanElE

FASTFACT

The deal is the latest in the
longetanding relationship
batwesn Saudia and Alrbus,
which bagan in the early
19808 when Saudia becamea
the launch customer for the
Alrbus A300-600, delivered
i March 1984, coinclding
wirth the start of operations
to Coaloambo, Sri Lanka

bilhion (3670 millionk

Additionally, the agrecement
will transform the Sandi small
and medium enterprise sector
into an essential contributor
within Airbus’ global supply
chain.

Addressing the Saudi delega-
ton in Hamburg, President of
Alrbus  Imternational Waoauier
van Wersch described the deal
2% “a fantastic oppormunity for ws
Lo strengthen our cooperation.”

He continued: "We are ready
right kere and right now to grow
with the Kingdom through its
ambitions. We can fturn many
opporfunities into realithes”

Yan Wersch said that esach
dgircrafl takes six months to
finish, and added: "We have
many Saudis working in our
teams, and our cooperation is
built on a strong pannership
through various activities”

Ancther significant ouleome
ol thi= deal 1s that 11 will promeote
sirong coonomic and diplomatic
collaboration between  Saudi
Arabia and European countries.

Reglonal stability and
slobal cooperation

This will creatc nvestment
opportunities and foster the

creation of high-caliber, direct
and indirect jobs in the Airbus

manufactaring couniries
across Europe, particularly in
CrEFmany.,

Hellectng on the 40-yvear
relationship  between  his
company and Airbus, director
general of Saudia Ihrahim
Al-Omar said the latest agree-
ment was a “historic deal”

Al-Omar also stressed thal
the parinership will reflect a
robust efTect that goes bey'ond
just the mmmediate partici-
pants, benefiting  regions
in Germany and Europe by
creating high-gquallty jobs.

Moreover, the partnership
exemplifics  how  interna-
tional collaborations can spur
innovation and economic
erowth globally.

speaking to Arab NMeows,
Al-Omar said: "Ouar visit today
has provided us with a special

apportunity to witness the
efforts and processes  thai
define Airbus leadership in
the industry.

The amount of job

opportunities that such

deals create, make it a
social economic deal.

K haked Toash
Groun chisf marapting officer for Sauda

“The facility and the
skilled workforce at Airbus
demonstrate 1 Ccormimit-
ment to  excellemce thai
aligns perfectly with Saudia
Grolp's vision (o enhance
our guest experience  and
expand our capability. We are
excited about the future and
the promising prodouction
timeline.”

He added that together the
firms are “mot only shaplog
thie future of aviation but also
buillding a legacy of excel-
lence and innovation.”

Alsospeaking to Arab News,
Khaled Tash, the group chiefl
marketing officer for Saudia,
noted that as Adrbus 15 a key
economic driver in Europe,
other countries on the conti-
nent will see benefils om
thie order.

“A deal like these 105
aircraflt - imagine what kind
of job opportunities it creates
here in Germany, in Franoe,
in Spain, in the UK where
the different parts are being
manufactured, but also back
in Saudi Arabia,” he said.

Tash further explained thai
each new ailrcraft requires
about six o eight pilots and
co-pilots, along with over 20
cabin crew members.

Additionally, a significani
number of technicians ard
engineers are necded 1o
maintain and perform  all
necessary maintenance work
on the aircrafl.

“The amount of job oppor-
tunities that such deals
create, make it a social
economic deal, much more
than just an airline deal with
a manulacturer,” Tash said,

A new experience

The 318 billion deal, announced
at the Future Aviation Forum in
Rivadh in May, will see Saudia
acouire 54 Ad2lneo planes, whike
fivadeal will receive 12 AS20neo
and 39 A32Ineo aircrafls .

Theagreement was announced
in the presence of Minister of
Transport and Logistic Services
Sileh  bhin  Nosser  Al-Jasser,
Director General of Sasdia
Group Iheahim  Al-Omar, and
Benail de Sant-EXupéry, execi-
tive vice president of sales of
Airbus.

speakine  at  the foram,
Al-Dmar stated] that over the
Xl five vears, 88 new aircral)
will be added to the lect, adding:
“If we refer (o the renovation of
the guest cabin, we promise
EVEIYONE a new experience in
the business amd hospitality
classes based on privacy and
the innovation of new produects
as this project will include new
alrcraft i addition to the curment
fleet”

He went on to say that the firs
plane will be eqguipped with new
sesils by the end of 20025

starting mn the fourth quarter
of 2024, Saudi Airlines will begin
elfering fast and high-gquality
ilernet services on its flights,

Additionally, the airline wall
equip its aircraft with high-
rescolution  screens  that  are
Bluetooth-enabled and compait-
ible with most smart devices.
This upgrade will be 1mple-
mented on both new and existing
aircraft.

Sandi Arabla's aviatbon
sirateey aims to triple passenger
numbers, connect fo over 250
destinations, and manage 4.5
million tonnes of cargoe by 20050
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Modest growth Equity markets
IMF sees Morgan Stanley's
steady global profit rose in
growth second guarter

The feeder funds, which become aparational undar the Qualified Domestic Institutional Investor program, began trading on July 18, Routere

Arab Mews oot

Chinese investors showed
strong Interest in Sandl
equities as two new
exchange-traded Munds
Tocused on the Kingdom's
stocks debuted in

Shanghal and Shenzhen.

The [eeder hunds, operating
under the Qualified Domestic
Ingtitational Tnvestor PragETanm,
began rading on July 146, wiath
both bricfly hitting the 10 percent
daily limit on their linnch day,

The first [und, CSOF Saud
Arabia ETF QDII, managed
by China Southern  Asset
Management, is listed on the
shenzhen Stock Exchange after
raising 634 million Chinese vuan
(esy million),

BOOSTING TIES

Chinese investors show keen
interest in Saudi equities

New offerings mark a significant step in deepening economic ties

The secomd fund, the Huatai-
PineBridge managed CSOP Saudi
Arahia ETF QDII, started trading
on the Shangha Sock Exchange
after raising 550 million Chinese
vuan, Bloombers reported.

The new offerings mark a
sigmificant step in the deepening
ecompomic  thes between China
and Samdli Arabia, allowing
mainland investors to diversify
their portfolios with exposure to
the Kingdoms stock market,

This Comes a5 investor
relations between the two

mations  flourish with China
becoming the top  greenfield
foreigm direct  mvestor I

Saudi Arabia with investments
amounting to $68 billion in
2023, a LK) percent rse 1o
il [RIEVROLLS Year

The two ETFs indirect]y invest

FASTFACT

The two ETFs indirectly

invest in the Kingdom's stock
market through the CSOP
Saud| Arabia ETF, which was
listed on the Hong Kong Stock
Exchange, marking the first
Saud| Arabia-focused ETF in
the Asia-Pacific region.

in the Kingdoms stock market
through the CSOP Sawdi Arabia
ETF, which was listed on the
Hong Komg Stock Exchange,
marking the hrsl Sandi Arakbqa-
forused ETF in the Asia-Pacihc
reEior.

Following their approval from
the China Securities Regulatory
ConfTirmisssian Lisd manih.
these fumds are designed to

facilitate grealer mtermational
diversification for Chinese
particularly in
sectors where Saudl Aralua has
considerable influence, such as
energy and odl.

“Peopde will  pay more
attention 1o Sandl Arahda looking
dl  the energy and hoancial
sector compared with US aor
Japan investment options,” Mao
Wei, chief equity investment
fficer ai China  Southern
Aserl Managemenl Co., told
Bloomberg.

Mainland investors will find
it easier o buldd exposare o
Saudi stocks using the funds
as they can invest in voaan and
fimd information in Chinese,
aecording to Melody Xian He,
||-|']1|_|I:.' e execuipve olleer al
CROP Asset Managemenl

nvesiars,

DIVERSIFICATION

Abu

Dhabi's
GDP

grows by
2.3%in QI

Aralb News Hiyad-

Abu Dhabis gross domestic
product increased by 3.3 percent
annually during the first guarter
of 2024, driven by the growth ol
nod-odl economidc activilies,
According 1o the Statistics
Centre of Abu  IDhabd,  this
rise is pnmaridy attnbated to

e |.|-e'!|:|-::-|'|:|L;|11|'-e' il |1||:|-|r|i
SCHOImic mog-oal
GO increascd significantly by
1.7 percent during the first three
meoniths of this vear.

This SLFORLE
performance in non-oll sectors
extends bevond Abu Dihaba, with
Saudi Arabia’s real GDEP expected
lo grosy by .5 percent in 2024,

clivities;

irendd Ml

Abu Dhabl's
non=-oll 0P
ineraasad by
4. T parcant
i the first

thras months
of this year.
i rterainek

erlven |‘:-_'. i robust B8 percent

mcTeases 1 non-ol | private
actvities.
Similarly, economic prowth

in the Gulf Cooperation Council
region s projected to rebond
o 2.8 peercent m 20024 and 4.7
percent in 2025, according to the
Waorld Banks Spring 2024 Gull
Economic Update,

The SCAIYs report noted that
fransportation,  constroction,
financial activities, ard
scommodation, as well ax food
sectors, led the positive trend

The center's estimates
revealed that non-odl activities
contributed 541 percent to Abu
Dhabi's overall economy in that
prriond,

The quarierly valuc of the
mof-odl economy resched 15467
hillion dirhams (5421 bilhon),
while the total value of Abu
Dhahi's economy, including odl
and non-oil sectors, wis 286
bsillion dirhams,

Chiairman of the Abua Dhabi
Department of Economic
Development, Ahmed Jasim
Al-Zaahi, stated: “Our economy
continues o dellver consistent_
stellar growth, reaffirming its
resilience and dynamism o
navigate headwinds and global

challenges,”

The global economy is set

for modest growth over the
mexl Pwo vears amil codol-

ing activity in the US, a
hottoming-out in Exropse and
slronger consumplion and
exports for China, but nisks to
the path abound, the Interna
tional Monetary Fund =aid on
Tuesday.

The IMF kept its 2024 global
real gross domestic produact
growth forecast unchanged
from April at 5.2 percen. The
forecasts fail to shift growih
from the lackluster levels
that IMF Managing [Frec-
tor Kristaling Georgieva has
wirned woaild lead 1o “the
tepid twenhies.” Reuters

Maorgan Stanley’s profit rose in
e secoawd CEEAETET i v esd-
menl hanking activily rebound-
el on sirength in eguoty,

Shares of the bank =il fell 2
percent in premarket trading as
wralth managementd revenue
rosc after powernng growth
through most of 2022 and 3003,

“Thee firmn dedivered anathet
srong quartes I an improving
capital markets environment.”
said CEC Ted Pick.

A rosier economibc outlook,
expectations of US interest
rate cuts and surging equity
markets have spurred buyouts,
held sales and stock offerings
alter i mesirly two-vear dry spell
for Wall Sirect. Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

IKEA had o global
nat Imcomea of
around C1. 8bn in the
financkal year 2023,

Powce: Sratistn

IKEA:
NET INCOME WORLDWIDE = ¢
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Indispensable Right

JOMATHAN TURLEY

Jonathan Turley's "The
Indispensable Right” places
the currant attacks on fresa
spaeah in thalr
proper historioal
I:g;tl, and palitical
context

The Constitution

and the Bl of
Rights were not only

wiritten for times like these,
but in & time ke this.
Turley reminds us

_ that wea remain a
nation grappling with
=l 13 SPEMSABLE the implications of

gIGHT

free expression and
with the limits of our
tolerance for the
speech of others,

AT N TUREEY
Slower grawth Investment banking
US retail Bank of America
sales Mat profits fall in
in.June second gquarter

Hetail sales inthe US slipped
less than analysts anticipated in
Juine on a Weaker perlormnance
in the auto and gas seganenis,
eovernment data showed
Tuesday.

The shower consumption
erovth ackds 1o pecent divia
showing that the world’s big-
st ceonomy ks coeoling gradu-
ally — a trend Likely to rakse the
central bank's comficlence that it
can soon begin cutting interesy
rates.

To esse cermamd and bring in-
latdon Bk down sustadia by,
the Federal Reserve has rapudly
lifted the benchmark lending
rate and in recent months, held
it at a decades-high kevel. AFP

Bank of America said its
profits fell in the second
Quidrier, as |:||'r:|'|r"|' 1 e el
rates ate into i1s expenses,
including its large consumer
banking franchise.

But like Gaoldman Sachs,
Hank of America saw i
resurgence of activity in 1ts
investment banking division
which helped make up for
some of the weakness in
other parts of the bank.

The bank said Tuesday
it earmed a profit of 6.9
hillion, compared with 574
billion in the same pertod
last vear. On a per share
hasis, BofA carned B3 cents.
AP

' Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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The Saudi market is one of
olir kev markets and Rheem
continually sirives to bring the
besst value to the Kingdom.

Brian Hempenstall

Vics Prasasen? arcd Chsrmin gt Manajoe

af Frwean e ELET

Saudi space graduate Sarah
Alhabbas lauded in Germany

Sarah Alhabbas, the Arst graduate
o Seroos Space Graduate
Program, was invited on Thursday
by the Embassy of Smdi Arabis
in Grerrmany o meet with Prince
Abdullah bin Khalid bin Sultan
Al-Saud, the Saudi ambassador
lo GFermany. The mvitabion was
in recosnition of her remarkable
progress within a sector pitted to
be instrumemtal n the achieve-
ment of YVision 2030, During the
meeting, Alhabhas discussed how
et experience with Serco can be
an mspirdion (o the next genera-
tion of Sawdi talent.

Alhabbas, cumvently working
in Sercos Copsermicus Operations
Suppart Services of COP-2, with
the Eumopean Space Operaidons
Cenfer i Darmstadt, Germany
&= part of her infbensive training
prograrn, was joined at this special
evernd by Serco Middie East’s Head
of Space Amar Vora, Sercos KSA
Country Director Mona Alithagafy
and Sercos Head of COP-2 I=kam
Alizada. This prestigions invita-
tion underscores Saudi Arabaa’s
keenness to develop its haman
resgarees  and the pivotal mole
Sern 18 plaving o advancing
the RKingrdom's capabilities in the
space industry, highlighting how
the private socfor company is
supporting the Ringdom’s commit-
ment to purtunmg local talemt
capahilitics to support Vision 2080
&5 4 povernment impact partner.

Alhabbas was chosen by Serco
& Lher 0Orst spoce  graduate
from more than $00 apgdica-
lions. An AcTOSMACE COEINCETINE

Or

FRESS RELEASES

ARAB NEWS Wednesday, July 17, 2024

| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

FOSTERING LOCAL TALENT

Iil

Y 3
\ % ¥

(4

Sarah Alhabbas and Prince Abdullah Al-Saud were joined at the special event by Serco’s senlor officlals Amor Yoro, Mona Althagaf| and lslam Allzada

praclieate with a minor i applhied
mathematics om Embry-Hiddle
Acronaufical Universily i the
L%, shie joined Seroo as 8 sraduate
spacecraft operations  engineer.
Tn the past 12 months, Alhablas
uniclerwend comprehensive
training in the Ringdom and is
mow comming (o the end of an inten:
sive sp-month training program at
seroo'’s COP-2 facilitics in Germany,
aimed at deepening her theoretical
knowledge. Upon  completion,
Alhabbas will e certified as a2
proficient  spacecrall  operations
engineer in a praduation takmg
place later this summer. ARer

TRADE SHOW

Second InFlavour
expo to position KSA
as world’'s food hub

Organizers of InFlavour, Sauch
Arabia’s influential government-
backed FAB event, are looking to
barikd on the siecess of st vears
mangrEral  eduson s ihe vl
moves o Hiysdh Frong Exhibd-
tbon and Conference Center bater
this year, The show's second fera-
e will rum from Ot 13 and wald
further accelerate the nation's
ambdtions to become the Middle
Eastern food and hospitakity hab
of the workd. It & hacked by the
Minestry of Emvironment, Waler
and Agrcufture of Sawdi Arabia,
the Saudi Bosiness Center and the
Local Comtent amd  Governmerit
Procurement Avwthority,
InFlavour's  second  anmual
event will be a powerful business-
prmeration and Kiowedge-sharmng
platform, This vears theme is
"A new boginming for food,” and
[nFlavour will help F&B businesses
increase  trade  marging amd
||-‘I.'|"I':||;.|r INVESIFENT OPDOrEnithes
in the region. The event will also
position F&B businesses as [eaders
and mnovatars by Gicilitating trade
Between kKey decsion-makers,

mmvestors, bayers, amd enlrepre-
metrs as well as transcending the
culture of food throush [nfFla-
vours on-site experiences. Global
incusiry r|j.'-:|1.|;_:-1-:rr.'-. aml FHOTE TS
will take to the event's mubltiple
stages todeliver thought-proveking
insights on the secors hotlest
topdes amd iy Lo imspare change,
The InFlavour Conmect maich-
making feature will cmable
participants 0 fnd  suppliers,
riners, and deciston-makers 1o
wture-proal and grow theirr F&B
bapsincsses. Preparations ame also
underway to re-stage the hizhly
sucoesshiul Table of Flavours, where
aecredied chefs showrase their
talents and creativity in the Chef's
Arena, includling an all-star cast of
e worlel™s fop cullary talent
Altracting:  upwartds ol 50000
visitors, InFlavour last year ook
steps toward establishing an inter-
mational profile with  attendeses
fram 130 counirbes and the nvodve-
ment of ghobal cedebrity chels
Manal Al-Alem and Marco Fierme
White, who dubbed the three-day
showw “an epecurean playgroand,”

FASTFACT

Sarah Alhabbas was chosen
by Serco as their first

space graduate from more
than 400 applications.

supporting a launch campaign, she
Wikl redurn to Sauch Arabia where
she will transfer the knowledse
gained to the wider Serco space
tearm and its clients

This accomplishment highlights
the broader mpact of Seroo’
infbdatives m the Kingdom. Seroo
has more than 60 years of space

experience  globally, supporting
cIvil and military space programs,
mchuding those of the Eurogssan
space Arpency, the UK Ministry
of Defense and NASA., In 20235,
i lanched a dedicated space
division in e Middle East to
support local talent amnd develop
repponal capabilities, ensuring the
transler of s wide-ranging opera-
fonal knowledpe and capabilifies
o the region. Its praduate. space-
gpectfic program is the first of its
kind mot only within the Kingdom,
barl also across Serco  gobally
By leveraging decades of glohal
expericnoe in the space indostry,

ANOWLEDGE TRANSFER

Serco s plaving a cructal mle in
traneferming knowledee and skills
o Saudi nationals, impacting a
b tier future.

Prince Abdullah sakd: “Sarah
Alhabsbas’ accomplishments eplio-
mize the potental and the greal
cxpectabion of Sambi Arabia’s
vouth in pioneerimg new frontiers.
Her aimey marks a  sigmifr
cant personal achievement and
symbaolizes the leaderships confi-
detee and ambition in our mation’s
vouth. We are happy (o celebrate
Sarah accomplishment and ook
forwsard to her contribotion {o the
hingdom's acrospace sector”

Rheem Middle East progresses in
mission to upskill Saudi workforce

A booming Sauwh HVAC sector
and growing human resouroes
within the Kingdom has solidi-
fied the significance of Hheem
Middle Easts newly opened
Immovation Learmning Center
in Rivadh. The ILC has already
madke a  significant  impact
in  educating,  training  and
professionally developing
the HVAC and water heating
indusiry, The center has hosted
mimerois (rpining sessions and
workshops, welcoming profes-
sionals and students I the
industry since its launch.
Kheem Middle East, a subsid-
ry of Rheem Global, which
15 headguartered in  Atlanta,
115, has a number of brands
under iz umbrella — BULUD,
Richmoad ik Friedrch.
Together, they bring immensc
American  know-how,  knowl-
edge  and  International  best
praciices in HVAD amd water
heating & Voung  aspinng
Saudi tramees in Riyvadh. The
ILC's sdvanced facilitics  have
dbso plaved a pivotal mole in s

mussion. The hands-on training
rosimes, equipped with installed
HVAC and water heating units,
alomg with connected  water
lines, have provided participants

with practical experience in
installing, servicing and dealing
with such products. The class-
roaans, featuring state-of-the-ar
live audio and video streaming,
and a roundtable mom for open
ch=scussions,  have  [oilitated
collaborative leaming experi-
ences for the many trainees that
have attended traning sessions
or workshops at the ILC,

"Thiz Sanchi market 15 one of our
kev markets and Kheem continu-
ally strives to bring the best value

The hands-on
training room=s

are wquipped
with instalied
HYAC amd
water heating
Lrfiita.

fo the Kingdom, be it through
cquiality prodiects or  knowledge
transfer between experts, The
cngagement amd  enthusiasm
we've seen from the attendees
and wisitors has been positive
and nothing short of amazing
1t's clear that Rheem Middle Easi
ks filling a vital need in the Saudi
community through our ILCT
saldl Brian Hempenstall, vice
preswient and general manager of
Hheem Middle East.

The ILC in Riyvadh, which is the
secand such center in the GOC,
figchlighits Rheem®s commitment
o mnovation and education in
the HVAC and water heating
industry across the region,

Corporate
Briefs
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Digital Transformation

Google Cloud

opens new
offices in Kuwait

Gosogele Cloud anmoamced

the opening of its new offices
in Ruwait licensed by the
Euwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority, af an
event attended by Minkster of
Commerce and Industry and
Minister of State for Commu
nication Affairs Omar Saud
Al-Omnar. This expansion fur-
ther signifies Google Clowud's
conmitment to supporting
Kuwait s national digital
translormatkon pourney, imn-
cluding the modermization of
povernment services amnd the
advancement of economic de-
velopment. The Google Cloud
alfices i Buwsxit will serve as
a b for colEakbsoration and
innovation, bringing together
experts from across Google
Cloud towaork closely with
their customers and partners

Accreditation

Burjeel Holdings

achieves major
milestone

Burpeel Holdings has
achieved a sipnificant mibe-
stone by receving institu-
tonal accreditation from the
National Institute for Health
Specialties, an accreditation
program in the UAE, Burjeel
Holdings is the first private
entity in Abu Diabd to obiain
this accreditation as a group.
The accereditation was
afficially conferred by Dir. Mo
hanrmrmesd Al-Tlougani, sece-
tarv-general of NTHS, during
a ceremony attended by Dir,
Hashed Obabd Alsuwaldi, ex-
ecutive director of healthcare
workforce planning sector,
Department of Health — Abu
Dhahi, and senlor officials

P e groap,

Security Breach
RockYou2024:

10bn passwords
leaked

In a significant security
breach, nearly 10 billion
unigue passwords have
been leaked on a widely
recognlaed oyber forum,
This record-setting release
of passwords, was sourced
Fromt decades of data
breaches and has the poten-
tial to be exploited in future
attacks.

The databaze. named “mc-
Evoneh0e 4 ixt,” repeor bedly
contains mearly 10 billion
unique passwords, collected
From thousands of data
leaks, This massive complla-
Lo suirpasses the previous
record holder RockYou202]
by adding 1.5 ballion mew
passwords,



dapan’s Maoya Inoue during o press
conference ahaend of his Sept. 3 supaer

bantarmweaight fight with bredand's T
Doheny, Iin Tokyo on Tussday.
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SHOW OF FORGE

‘Team Falcons top Esports World
Cup Club Championship standings
after two weeks of action

Saudi team asserted their supremacy
festival, which runs until Aug. 25

Arab Mews ool

Saudi Arabian side Team
Falcons have topped the
Esports World Cup Club
Champlonship standings
after the conclusion

of the second week of

competition.

Team Falcons claimed Free Foe
eothd and LOOO paoints on Sunday
night o add o the 00 points
piched ugs b Modsdle Legends: Bang
Eangs, which also enced on Sunday,

Team Falcons, who top the
table with 2,600 points, won Call
of Duty: Warzone, the opening
toanmament of the Esports World
Cup, in week one.

Selangor Red Glants, who
defealed Team Faleans 43 in an
epic best-al-seven Mobabe Legends:
Bang Bang final, sit in second place
in the Club Championship stand-
ings with 1,000 points.

TN, the Souih Korean I
hoaeses who stormed 1o League of
Legends ghory thanks to the exploits
of gaming superstar Faker, are thind
with LOOD points, With 350 paoants
aoquired m Warzone, Saadi side,
Twnsted Minds, are joint cighth.

Faigal hin Homran, chief product
officer at the Esports Waorkd Cup,
=al; "The first Bwo weelks of Lhe
Esports World Cup  produwced
toaemaments and matches that
have captured the Dmagination
of gaming fans across the globe,
The standard of play has been at
the higthest level with moments of
e 10 L bong in the memory.

"A special mention musl go o
the clubs and players wio have pat
on such enthralling performances
for the muadtitude of fans watching
In persen at the SEF Arena al
Boatlevard Rivadh City and online
from every part of the world. We
hope their achicvements provide

Goudl Arnonia’'s Team Falcons
calebrote after wirming Fres
Fire at tha Exports Word Cup
in Rlyadh. Suppdied

inspiration to the next generation
of gamers n Saudi Arabia and Far
bevondd.”

The elghi-week Esports Waorld
i, which leaiues 5 Choes-Eane
struciure pitting the workds top
clubs and players against one

another across 22 global compe-
fitions in 21 leading zames, nins
until Aug. 25 at Boulevard Riyvadh
City, The tournament has a prize
peoscll ol $50 millon, e largest in
the history of esports

More than L1500 players,

at the world’s biggest caming
at Boulevard Riyadh City

representing  more  than GO
nationalitics, are battling it out
at the Ezports World Cop. Week
three begins on Wednesday with
competitions taking place in the
Daola2 Ripadh Masters, Counfter-
strike 2, and PUBG Mohile,

WORLD CLASS

Newe Murabba
Stadium:

An iconic
landmark

in Rivadli’s
sports,
enlertainment
seclor

Arab Mows [+ a0

The New Murabhbg
ment Con has unvelled plans
for the New Murabba Stadinm,
a distinctive architectural
landmark set in the heart of
FLiyadh,
capacilty of over 45,0040

This stadium is 2 key compo-
nent of the broader New
Murabba destination currently
under development in the city.

Desipned to be a wvibrant
community hub, the New
Murabba Stadium takes inspl-
ration {rom the acacii tree, a
prominent feature of the Wadi
Hanifa landscape. The design
innmovative modern
aesthetles with  elements o
sustainabality, reflecting New
Murabba's unique vision.

With wversatile spaces, the
New Murabba  Stadium s

D=l

hoasting a  seating

mn£rees

An architect's perapective of
tha Mew Murabisn Stadium,
whioh takes inspiration from

the acacla tree. SPA

pofsed 1o host diverse events,
including sports competitions,
entertainment events, gaming
tournaments, exhibitions, and
educational  activities,  The

stadlum will also Incorporate

cutiing-edge lechnology  to
ensure an unparalleled experi-
ence for fans and participanis.
“The New Murabba Stadium
emboddies Rivadhs transforma-
ton mnto a lively global desti-
nation for sports, culture, and
entertainment, demonstrating
cur commitment o delivering

HIGHLIGH'T

With versatile spaces the
Mew Murabba Stadium

s poised to host diverse
avents, Including sports
competitions, entertainment
avents gaming tournameants,
exhibitions, and educational

activities,

workd-class infrastmucture thait
hirhlizhts Saudi Arahia's sipnif-
fcant  tramsformation” said
Michael Dyke, CEQ of the New
Murabba Development Co,

Construction 1s cxpeciced (o be
completed by the end of 20332,
and this sporting and enter-
lalment
B a unkgue architectural [eat,
aimed at boosting economic
grid tourism activities in the
Sach capatal,

VERLE promises D
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Transition
‘1 will give my all,’

says Mbappe at
Madrid unveiling

French superstar Kylian
Mbappe was officially un-
velled as a Keal Madrid playver
i Machrd on Tuescay,

The striker, who had
coanpleted his medical earlier
on Tuesday morming, signed
a fve-year contract and was
handed a No. 9@ shirt by club
president Florentino Perez,

“Wiow,” Mbappe said in
Spanish 1o thoassands of fans
gathered at the Santiagno Ber-
nabeu Stadium,

"For vears I've dreameed of
playing for Real Madrid and
today my drcam has come
true,” said the 25-year-obd
former Paris Salnt-Geermain
player. AFP

Mo deal

Liverpool ovwners
pull ot of talks
to buy Bordeanx

Brordeaicc's problems deep-
encd on Tuesday when Fene
way Sports Group, ewners of
Liverpool, announced if was
ending negotiations with the
French club which is facing
relegation to the third tier.

Baordeaux, which is appeal-
i its demaotion from Ligee 2
bescanse of inancial problems,
sald it had = been informed by
Femmway Sports Group of it
imberiiion mol o puarsae discs-
sions" AFP

Boxing

Inoue to defend
tithes against
Ireland’s Doheny

Meaoya Inowe will defend his
ursdisgrted super-bantam-
W r'i!._'hl Wil hells aginst
Iredandd’s T Dodvwenoy at Tokyo's
Ariake Arena in September,
the Japanese boxer known
a5 “Monster™ anmounced
Tue=alay,

The undefeated Inouoe
stopped Mexioo's Luis Nery
in front of 55,000 fans at the
Todvo Dome In his last fght in
May. Il headlme:d the first box-
i card to be held at the ven-
ue since 42-1 underdog Iimes
“Buster™ Doaggdas knoclked
oul unbeaten heavywerzhi
champion Mike Tvson there
in February 1990 in one of the
spont's biggest upseis. AFP

Follaw Arub News
a Briafs all throwgh the
day hrabMows
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‘Barbie’ writer-director Greta
Gerelg — ales known Tor Tdme e
“Lady Bird” and ‘Little Wamen' — his
been tapped to raceive this year's

Pionear aff the Year Award, Sha's anly
the second famale director to receive

the honor after Ellzabeth Banks, |

TheSix
AFT rartists

MDLEEAST is staging a
series of performances
alongskde the Esports
Workd Cup 2024 in
Hivaddh, Here is part one of
who 1o loalk ot For at the
AFT r music shows.

Gunna

The Amencan rapper, Singer,
and songwriter will hit the
stage on July 19 with hits

stich as = Tiimp”

I Snake

st to poerform on July 149, the
French D and record producer
previoushy hit the stage at
Coachelln, the Ultra Muske
Festval, and Tomormowland.

"

G-Eary

The "Me, Myselfl & [ hitmaker
will perform in Saudi Arabixs
on July 25, before he heads to

Canada for his next show,

Sebastian Ingrosso

The Swedish [ and music
producer, who will perform on
July 2d, 1= also a member of the
Swedizh House Mafia alongside

Axwell and Steve Angello.

Don Toliver

=t to hit the stage on Aug. 1
the US rappers debut mixtape
wras titked “Donny Womack,.”
The Houston-born rapper
also featured on Travis Scott's
album “Astroworld.”

Alesso

Ang, 1 willl see the Swedish T

and muske procucer perforim
in Rivadh. The EDA artisi

i2 known For such tracks as
“Heroes" and " Wonds."

Arab News Dol

USs Palestinian Datch
supermaode] Bella Hadid Is
the face of Adidas Originals’
new campalign lor iis SL
“Super Light” 72 sneaker.

The brand is retntroducing the
running shoc, which launched
in the summer of 1972, in five
coborways. Hadid took part in
the launch campaigm, which
sees the model star im a digiial
and billboard campaign for the
bramnd — with her Image taking
oveer a largescale billboard in
Mew York this week,

"Lucky to still be able to
have these (kinds) of pinch me
matmenis,” Hadid posted on
Instagram alongsiche a carouse]
of photos of the billboard.

The photographs for the
camipsgn wene shot i Pars
and see Hadied posing in the
shoes while wearing an Adidas
top-and-shorts set with the
bramd kentifiahle three stripes,
She holdds a bouguet of ped-hioed
Howers i the pholos,

Hadid is celebrating more than
just her latest campaign — this
spring. the model launc hed
hier own brand Orebella: The
inmugural products were three
perfunmes,

In July, the beauty
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CLOSE UP

Bella Hadid heads to
New York for Adidas

campaign launch

enirepreneur announced that a
percentage of the proceeds from
her brand are belng donated to
thes Orebella Alchemy Founda-
tion, & charitablde initiative aimed
at creating positive change
ACH0sS various communities

The Orebella Alchemy
Fouandation pariners with
organizations that are “deeply
peerscnal™ to Hadkd, such as
Girls Club New York, which
EMPWETS YOUNE WOnen
and *youth of color,” and the
Professional Association of
Therapeutic Horsemanship
International (PATH Intl.),
which aims to change lives
by providing coquine-assisted
services to people with
disahilities,

“We will be donating a minimum
hnancial donation of | percent of
all Crrebelln net sales to charity, as
well as delbvering service hours,
community outreach and social
pramotion,” Hadid wrote on
il mvedia. 1 can't wail to keep
growing and inclhuding even more
ammazing orgamzations, | have so
meany different onganizatvons that
are important toome and we will
coniinue to roll them owt.”

Bella Hadlid was photographed
in New York as she attended
the launch of her campalgn with
Adidea, Gotly Imagac’ irsstagram

Shira Haas piays Ruth Bat-Seraph.

'CAPTAIN AMERICA

Marvel
downplays
Israeli
background
of comic
character

Arab Nawa L.oal

Amid the hype surrounding

the release of the first “Captain
America: Brave New World™
trailer, Marvel Studios is seeking
to distance itseif from the
comiroversial roots of one of its
characters,

A story published on Marvel's
official website contained the
folbowing information aboaat
new character Ruth Bat-Seraph,
whose inclusion in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe wis previ-
ously confrmeed in 2022,

“New 1o the cast is Shira Haas,
who joins as Ruth Bat-Seraph.

A Tormer Black Widow, Ruth is
now & high-ranking 115 govern-
rment offictal who has the (rass

of President Ross,” said Marvel,

The description confirms
soime significant changes from
the comics, where Ruth is orig-
nally a mutant named Sabra, an
Isracli superhero and an agent
of Mossad, Israel’s intellipence
ggency. The character has long
been controversial owing to her
connection to the Isracl-Pales-
tine conflict — a controversy
that has taken an even greater
sipnificance recently doe to the
omgeoing conflict in Gaza,

Although the term "Sabra®
refers to a Jowish person borm in
Israel, the name is also consid-
ered insensitive considering the
Sabra and Shatila massacre of
19632,

Ruth i=s played by [srach
aciress Shira Haas, who was lirst
cast in Lhe rode in 20232, She has
previously appeared in movies
mncluding “Asia” and “The
Zonkeepers Wile,” as well as the
Nelflix sertes “Bodies™

INTERVIEW

Emirati brand becomes first UAL childrenswear label at London’s Harrods

SofMiyn Ansard (lubal

Emirati brand Shatha Essa Rids
has become the first childrens-
wiedr label from the UAE to be
launched at luxury London
department store Harrods, with
designer Shatha Exsa Al-Mulla
telling Arab News the move
represents a step forward in
exporting Emirat] creativity to
the warld,

Al-Mulla ventured inlo
childrenswear last vear, after

| launching ber eponymons

womenswear lnbel in 2006, Now,
her frothy, fun line of dresses
and sets has found a home at the
historic store Harrods.

The designer dublbed the
achievement "an immense
honor and a sigmificant
milestone,” adding the move
“Ishowcases) Emirati culture
and crafismanship on a presti-
grous global platform ... G
also contribules to putting
Emurati childrenswear on the
international map”

The line features special

The retall space = on the fourth
floor of Marrods In London. Suppi=d

pecasion looks for toddbers and
girls up to the age of 4, with
all the outfits designed and
produced in Dubai.

“I design those dresses for
my girls first then display them
to Lhe world, Tt is like giving
CVETYORE access to our private
wardrobe at home,” the designer
gald of the inspiration hehind
the hrand, referring to her twao
daughters Hessa and Hind.

Surmmery butter vellows
and grey, soplisticated tlle
paithts mark the collection,

with rose pink embroidered
chmable-breasted dresses amid silk
bowr-adored looks on show at
the retail space in London.

The interactive retail space,
which was designed by Al-Mulla
hersell, features a theater booth
and dress up dolls,

“1 aimed to create an ambiance
reminiscent of a delightiul
birthchay party ... allowing kids
to TNully immerse themselves in a
whimsical magical environment
andd enjoy collaborative play,”
Al-Mulla explained



