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The 'tu.r,i_r,;ut of
Saturday’s
alrstrike,
Mohammead Deaif,
has survived
soven Eraeli
assassination
attempts, the
miost receant in
2021 and has
topped Israsl's
most wanted list
for decades.
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Poople carry &

body at the sihe of
an |=rooll strike at a
tent camp In Khan
Younks, Gara Strip,
an Baturday. Fodters

L
N

The Voice of a Changing Region

MIDDLE EAST WAR

90 slain in Israel's Gaza carnage

ehingdom condemns ‘eenocidal massacres e Netanyahu unsure if airstrike killed Hamas leader

Arab Mows . coirih

An Israel airstrike kKilled
at least 90 Palestindans ina
designated humanitarian
zone In Gaza on Saturday,
In an attack that Israel sabd
Largeted Hamas military
chiel Mohammed Dyl

The Sawdll Foreljgn Mimsiry
expressed the Ringdom’s comdeny-
nation and denuncaation in the
strongest terms of the "continued
genochll massacres aEainst the

Falestinian people at the hands

| /ieBriet

- BAHA TOURISM

With vast preencery, dense forest
and mild climate, Raghadan Parls
iz among Baha's most popular
tourist destinations. PSS

RICE FOR WASTE
Philippine green activisis swap

a bag of rce for every sack of
wasle collected by pesicdenis
cleaning up the shores. P8

CREDIT FACILITIES™

Creadit facilities provided
oy miero, small, and medium
enterprises in Saudi Arabia saw
an annual rise of 16% in the Arst
quarter of 2024, P12

of the Israch war machine” Saudi
Arabda renewed s call for an
prrreckionte and permianent cease-
fire and the provision of prodec-
ion o unarmed civilians in all
oocupied Palestinian teritores,

The ministry also stressed the
meed to activate  intermational
accountabikity mechanisms
regarding the continwed  Israel|
violitions ol mternational huiman-
rtartan law andd resalutions.

The Musiim World League also
denoumoed the “heinoas crime”
and  the sraell occupation’s
“continued flagrant viclations of

NUMBER

38443

Palestinians have been killed
in lsracl's Gaza onslaught.

all international and buamandsarian
L= o nerms’®

I=raeh Prime Mmster Benjamin
Netanyahu said it was still oot
clear whether Deifl and his deputy
werne Killed in the sirike. “Either
way, we will get o the whole of the

leadership of Hamas," he said

Hamas samd that Erael cladms
were Fabse and admed at justilying
the attack, which was the deadbiest
[araell attack i Gaea in week=,

Disphaced people sheltering in
the area saud their tents were tom
down by the force of the sinke,
describing bodies and body parts
strewn on the groamnd

"I cotldin’t even tell where [
was or whal was happeming.” said
sheikh Youssef, a resident of Gaza
City who is currently displaced in
the Al-Mavas area.

“1 left the tent and looked

STEADY GROWTH

arouml: all the tenis were
knocked down, body pars,
banlies  evervwhere,  elderdy

women thrown on the Hoor,
voung children in pieces” he
LHi[{ 0

The Israch military said the
sirike apninst Dedfl also targeted
Rafa Salama, the commander of
Hamas® KEhan Younis Brigace,
describing them as two of the
masterminds of the Oct. 7 attack
on southern Israel that trigeered
the nine-month war in Gaza.

Related reports

m o

DEFIANT MIL

Houthis
largel vessel
lwice with
missiles,
drones

ITIA

Saoed Al-Batat] |-

Yemen's Houthl milita targeted
“vesgel Charvsalis”  wice in
Baoth the Rexd Sea and the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait with a number
of hallistic and naval missiles
amd drones for reaching  the
erouip’s prohibiton on salling fo
Israel, said the groups mitary
spokesman Yahya Saree,

The militla has staged attacks
on ships in the waters off the
country for months in solidarity
with Palestinians fighting Israel
in GGaza.

US Ceptral Comemaned galed gl
its forces had destroyved three
uncrewed seral vehicles Inoa
Houthi-controlled part of Yemen.

Meanwhile, the militia on
Saturday rejected a demand by UN
Yemen envoy Hans Grundberg to
hold discussbons with the Yernend
BRI |-I:|I.-::-II_I.
economic problems,  especially
the povernment s punitive actions
aeainst Sanaa banks.

“We believe 3 dialogue, in pood
faith amd without preconditions,
s e hesi possible Way 10 atldiress
several importani economic issues,
ncluding the banking sector issue,
and come to sofutions that prion-
tkze the Interests of the Yemenl
people” Mayy El-Shekh, director
of sirategic commumications and
pashilec inforrmaibon af Grundbergs

office, told Arab News

The Houthis have preventoed
the circulation of hanknotes
printed by the Yemeni zovern-
ment, attacked odl terminals,
Banned cooking ghs imports, and
profubited traders m areas they
conird  from importimg  goods
through povernment poris, all
in an effort to drive the Yemend
government into bankrupicy,

I resalve

hSA's edutech field opens up investment opportunities

Industry likely to massively boost economy, especially after education sector's privatization: expert

MNour El-Bhoerl Fiyach

Saudi Arabia is making significant
sirddes in education technolosy,
with substantial investmenis
wmed al transforming  and
enhancing the sector,

The Rngdom 15 actively
promoting mitiatives in this ficld,
also known as edutech, recos-
nizing their potential to revoldu-
tionize Uhie schooling system

According to industry experts,
the Kingdom's edutech landscape
efiers numerous opporianiies

lscal — amnd

for both
IiTvesiors,

Salem Ghamnem, CEO of Saudi-
based edutech startup Faheem,

Foreigm

told Arab News: “"The edutech
industry 15 hikely 1o make a

The edutech
sector s now
one of the top
five most-fundad
figlds in the
Kingdom, venture

data platform
MAGNITT has

revaaled, Sunpliad

signdficant contribation o the
Sauch econarmy, especially alter
the privatization of the education
sector following the Kimgdom's
Viskon 200"

He added:

“Thw= tmpact wiall

b apparent in the created job
opportunities and the decreasing
unemplovment  rafes, taking
into  consideration  that  the
tutoring market could create an
estimated 45,000 (o 0000 jolb

opporiunifies"
Mohamedd dohair, CEO
dnd lounder of Saodi-based

Yaschoold, told Arab
“The Sandl market,
5 an excellent market, and the
current period 15 more mature
than before, espectally  with
the unprecedented support o

Mowrs:s
N gernerl,

digital transformation, finan-
cial services, and accompanying
legislation and regulations"

Dnotalled report
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We are excited to partner with the
International Olympic Committes and
plan together the first-ever Olymplc
Esports Games. A bright new era begins.

Frince Abdulaziz bin Turkl
Bl apeits st ad

ARAB NEWS Sundav, July 14, 2024

Sofa Park

Fasale a tour ai the beautilil Nola
Wildlife Park, where you can see
animals up close from the safety
of a caged jecp. More details are
avallable om the Hala Yalla apip.

Al=Kharf
Ganme on

Masks on, shiclds up, guns
loaded, cvervone at thedir
positions on the paintball
field of Al-Ehar). Thors opsen
on Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Satarday for
men, and on Sunday, Tuesday
and Fricday for women only.
Detatls on the Hala Yalla app.

Riyadh
Learn chess

Learn Uee hasics of playig
the game of chess and ity
history in a fun workshop
o Sundays. Book through
expericnees. supdift.com.

Jeddalh

Time for padel

Sports enthusiasts are in
vited to try a game of padel.
A racket sport of Mexican
arigin, il is tvpleally played
In pairs on an #nclesed cour,
Further details can be found
on expericnces. suplift com.

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

/ieRegister

THE FECTURES THAT

MARK THE DAY

awdi Deputy Minister for
Political Affairs Dir. Sawd
Al-Sati recently met
T||||-:i].'|".'-. Dhepuity Ainst e
for Foreign Affairs Nut Yilmaz at the
Turkish mimstry's headguarters in

Ankara on Friday.

During the meeting, the two
sides reviewed bilateral relatlons
Psertoesen Lhe Do coantries,
regional and international
developments, and issues of

common interest, the Saudi
Foreign Ministry reported on X
early on Saturday

Saudi Ambassador (o Turkive
Fihad Abualnasr was among the
officials present.

l ! I! I( -:"1# HTI"EHC] il]g Toclarys frof fogrics exvplained by Ameera Abid

.-..ﬂ'
tr. W

MUSICAL TRIBUTE

Harry Styles

ﬁ English singer and actor
Harry Styles joined LS sing-
q er-songwriter Stevie Nicks al
]|].'|||' Bk Corpeer (o oo
Nicks' former Fleetwood Mac bandmate
Christine McVie on Friday,

MNicks surprised her audience by bring-
img Styles up on stage to perform a trih-
uife to MoYhe, l.1.'I'|-::-]|.'|'-'.'-:-|'|:|;:l|'.1.':|_l. in Mt
McVie would have turmed 81 this vear.

Michs ancd Stvles sang “Dragging My
Heart Around™ and “Landslide."

“Al the end of (my shows), since the end
of last vear and since Christine passed
away, | would say something about her,”
Nicks said to the audience, “1 ashed
Harry 1o dho this and it alwavs heavy to
sk somebody (o come and sing & song
with vou that you'ne singing about your
best fricnd who died so suddendy.”

Arab Mews J=ddah

® The imibv-themed pop-up
expericnee Moddesh World,
which is organized every vear

® Carve d'artistes Gallery
Downdown Befrut s hosting
an exhibiteon ttled “Stardust
Summer Revene” It wall take

CASE DISMISSED

;;lf{’{.‘ Baldwin

A New Mexico judge has
dismissed the charge of
imvoluntary manslanzhier
Against American actor
Alec Baldwin alter a shooting on the set
of the film "Rust”™ that killed cinema-
tographer Halyna Hulchins in 20321,

Baldwin was unknowingly using a
revolver in rehearsals that was loaded
with live rounds. According to Reuters,
Baldwin was facing "unprecedented”
crimimal prosecution for an on-set
:-.|:|||r|-1i|1|_' andl his lwyers saicl proseci-
tors drageed ham through a “cesspool
of impropricties.”

“The state's withholding of
the evidernce was wilful and
deliberate,” Judge Mary Mar
lowe Sommer said in deliver-
ing her deciston, “There is no
Wiy lar Ehes eonrpt fos ripl:r thes
Wrong."

Breaking dowmn in
tears, the Emmy-
award winning
actor hugzed his
wile Hilaria as
other farmily
mbetn bers wepl

Ry
—

mare dietails at lebtivity.com.

in the public gallery.

The actor's lawyer, Alex Spiro, told
the court that the Santa Fe sheriff's
affice took possession of Hlve rounds n
March as evidence in the case but failed
tar List them in the “Rust”™ investiga-
fhon ke or disclose thelr existence to
delenss: iwvers,

Baldwin lelt the court without speak:
ing to the media.

radamoonover sald, “What makes
mie angriest about the conditions on
Lhe S Faest” set s that someeone had (o die
bor them to even become public. How
many other crews are working
wncher unsafe, negligent conci-
tions and being cheated out of
proper pay, buat the press isn't
covering ig>”

aEBraeden posted, *1 am very
happy for Alec Baldwin, Anyvone
wihit has ever becn on a sel
whonre guns ane used,
knows damn well
that the armnorer

[ person
siiows the acior an
ernpty gun, devoid
of any buillegs”

lodqys
Number

62.5k

s ad agency Rsrelief
cistributed 25,0000 packages
off biread per day 1o Syrian and
"alestimian families and hosl
coimmunities in northern
Lebanon over the last week,
henefiting 62,500 people,
Sl Press Apency |'|'|.||.:-|'I|'|_|.

WhosWho

Ahmad
Alshubbar

himad Alshiubbae

1% the chiel hnancial

officer of Rawabi

Holding Group, a
diversified conglomerate
headguartered in Allkhobar

He: k5 a member of Lhe
Rawahi Holding Boarcd
Investment Committee;
the execulive committe: of
Rawahi Electric; and the
bsoiard of Rawabi Energy Co.,
Human Kesources Business
Support Co,, and Egquatoriale
Energy In Sihgapon:

Alshubbar provides finandcial
ins=ight to the leadership of the
ETCHIP'S coTe aperating entities,
He works with the C-sulte n
developing the future equity
capital market and deld capital
market transactlons

Alshubhbar's journey in
Rawahi Holding Group
bezan in 2019 as the vice
president of treasury and
strategy, In this role, he
contributed 1o the organic
andd morganic growth imitia-
tives, and deploved global best
practices in corporate inance.

In 2017, he worked as
Crulf International Bank
Capital's vice president
o gt capital markets
effering debt origination,
structuring, and distribuation
expertise,

He previously worked in
Rangue Saudi Fransi's corpo-
rate banking diviston as semor
EXCCUlive Manager, serving
high-tier corporate clients in
thi: Eastern Province.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

visitors on a journey fAlked

during the summer months, is

ofTering a multitude of activities.

Yizil dwle.cotn Lo find ol more
dhetaiks about an expernience that
runs until Aug. 18 at the Dubai
Waorld Trade Centre,

with works by artists including
Fauve, Marie-Plerre Kuhn,
Fady Chammas, Christian
Raffin and more. Desors open
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The exhi
hitions runs until Aug. 31. Find

PRI SUIN L O ! Mikkah 471 545 1237 342 707 837
Eva Bahrain, Manama, and get
i1 .:'II:'L".|II.'I-]"1-I'-I'] I3 TELASSIvE arerias Modinah 413 B:41 -2a 2H0 714 0:.44
Wy Yo ""'tl.l hwfﬂn B Riyadh 3:d4 G:12 1200 229 B8 818
o her players i e battles, The
cxperienee will run antil July A bha 4:19 5.4 12:18 3356 B:650 8:20
AL ickeis iails,

L For tickets and more detatls Dmmmam 3956 466 TidB 313 BA6 & 0163

visit calendar.bh



[ [srael attacks Iranian interests, ‘
figures, and citizens amywhere,
wiee will retaliate Trom Iran.

Hosesin Salamb
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IRAN

potlight

VERSUS ISRAEL

ERESEARCH
&STUDIES

THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

ARAD
NEWS

Between rhetoric and reality

Experts divided on whether IRGC can retaliate for the serial elimination of senior officers in Syria and Lebanon

Annn Telle | onchor

Inn one of his Grst
statements since winning
the ranoff election
eartier this month, Iran’s
President-elect Masoud
Pereshkian indicated that
militant groups across
the Middle East wonld ot
allow Israels “criminal
policies” toward the
Palestinians to continue.

In a messape (o0 Hassan
Masrallah, leader of the Iran
backed Lebanese Hezbollah

group, he said: “The Islamic
Republle has always supported
Lhe resistance of the people of
the region against the illegit
mate Lionist regime.”

S0 far, Irans losses appear
to outweizh greatly the cost
it has been able to impose
on  the country
af inflicting them

Two months alter Israel and
[ran appoared to be on the brinlk
af all-out war, a suspected Israeli
airstrike mear Syrias northern
chty ol cheal
anather Glow o Iran's Iskomae
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Saeed Abyar, who was in
Syria on an “advisory misseon,”
according to a slatement 1ssued
by the IRGC, dicd in an attack
on June 3, bringing the total
number of key IRGC
Killed in siispected Israch strikes
snce Oct, 7 last yvear to 19

Damascus accuscd Isracl of
orchestrating the strikes from
the southeast of Aleppo, Israel,

suspected

.".|-e'].l|||| i June

Figtres

hoWwever, rarely comments on
imdividual attacks.

It camwe just davs after [srael
lxunched wr attacks on Syriats
central region as well as the
coastal city of Banivas on
hMay 28, killing a child and
imjuring 10 civil-
Eins  accorchine
o Syrian state
miia.

“A closer
ook at the June
3 incident reveals
that Israel tarseted
a  oopper  lactory
and A
warehouse on  the oulskirts
of Aleppo, attacking multiple
imes," Francesco Schiavi, an
[taly-hased geopalitical analyst,
fold Arah News

“In these confusing condi-
Hons, Greneral Abyvar was smong
sE Vel

WESLLHIERS

tndlividiials  pear  the
impact site, making his death
more likely an indirecl conse
gquence of an operation azainst
[rantan infrastructure in Syria
rathver tham an infended targel
of the Israeh attack. penerally
conducted with high-precision
weapons.”

Although [srael is accused
ol targetng numerous Trankan
commanders and cadres on
syman soil in the past nine
meariths, the June 3 atiack wasthe

first to Kill an THGC commancler

{Main, below left and right) sraed
I8 suspactad of corying out

dazens of attacks Inahde Syrn
and Lebanon since Ot T, 2023,

targeting key IRGC members,
noluding Sased Abyar, bottom.

AFPY =ooid miscio

since thie April 1 sirike on Iran
embhassy anney m Damdascis,

The suspectied I=rach stnke of

April 1 eliminated seven THGO
cdlicers, including Mohamimiad
Reza dfahedi, the highest-
ranking commander of the
extraterritorial Quds Force to be
kilbed since Qassem Saletmani
died] 1n a Us
cirome stnke
in 2020,

Lram lanneched
a4  massive retaliatory attack
agninst lsracl on April 13 — its
first direct assaall on Israel
siaking fears of an

IETmIlory,
all-ont, conflicd,
The lolowing day,
Hossein Salami =sadd his country
“deckded to create a new
EN L
“TFraom mow o, L 1seeel atfacks
[ramian inlerests, Ggures, and
citizens anywhere, we will retal
gile Iram Iran,” e sal
Oibservers, unsure how Iran
might respond this ime, remiin
on edze, especially as tensions
maunt in southern Lebanon, the
stronghold of the Iran-bhacked
Hezbollnh miliba, which has
bern trading cross-border fire
with lsrael since Oct. B last year.
“Tehran wamed that a ‘new
equation’ hagd been  estabdished
wherebhy  Iran ok
against any Isracll attacks on s
interests inthe region,” sabd Schian,
“The lack of precedents makes

FEEIO- W

retadiate

[RGC chief

P
Quds Force figures killed

in suspeacted larasl|
strikes since Dot T,

-

O

IRGC officers killed in single
strike on Iran's embassy

anney in Damascus on April 1,

il challenging o predictl whial

this renewed Irmanian approach
might entail in practical terms.”

As 1t has officially accused
larael of killing Abvar, Eva 1
Koulouriotis, a polithcal analysi
specializing in the  Middle
East, believes the [RGC will
now be “forced to respond”™ to
the June 3 attack in order to
bolster its deferrence — poten

tially setting off a new round of

escalation.

“1 understancd that by this
announcement and the threat (o
respond, Iran docs not want the
Israel Dvefense Forces to return
io the equation before targeting
the Irmnian Consulate in Syria,”
when simifar attacks had gode
“unpunished.” Roulounotis told
Arab News.

Eddar Mumecloy, a Brussaels -based

expeer on the Middle East and Ian
helieves the smeli strike on the
Iranian Embassy annex in Damascus
had “changed the deterrence
expusation 1o Telrans detriment.”

"Tehran was Compelled (o
relahate, but even then did so
with caution — by forewarning
1zrael and the US through neigh-
boring countries” he told Arab
Mews, "The aim was to send a
messaze that Iran woubd nod
hesitate (o sirike lsrael directly
il it kept killing senior Trandan
figures, in orcler o me-establish
the deterrence.”

Mamedov added: “To under-
stamd wihai ol
prarmpd Iran o relaliate agains
Israel for the elimination of TRGC
officers In Symia and Lebanomn,
we need to take into accound
the overall context of Iranian
presence there.

“It 15 primarily abont the
forward defense’  strategy
through allies such az Hezbollah
in Lebanon and proxy groups
in Syvria, the aim of which is to
deter Israel from attacking Iran
and its nuclear installations
directly”

SCERLATIOS

Nevier hedess, Mameclon
believes Iran “is willing to avoid
an all-oat war with Israel and fon
the US

The death of Irans President
Ebrahim Haisi in a helicopter
crash on May 19, along with
ﬂ:ll' |II:II'IE'JE1!| MLtTAsEEeE -II:III W T
sefor allicials, forced Tehran
te bring forward its presidential
clections, which had not been
due until 2025

“As Imn 15 immersed in
preparing the ground for an
mevitable leadership fransition,
it = wary of further reglonal
chestabalation,” sail Mamedow
“I do not think that this funda-
mental caleulus has changed.”

The past two months have
been particularly tense on the
Lehanese  bopder,
fears of an all-out war that wouald
semd  shockwaves  throughout
Lhe Wicher regton

O June L, an Israch airstrike
on  the Lebanese village of
lowya Eilled a =enior Hezbollah
commander, Taleh Abdullah
andd thiree fnshiers

A little over two weeks later,
on June 2V, Hezbollah Ffired
dozens of Katvusha rockets at a
mulitary hase in northern Israeel
The group’s leadership sabd the
attack came “in response to the
enemy attacks that targeted the
ety of Nabateh and the village
i Sohmor”

Unless Isracl and Hamas
reached a ceasefire, Roulouriotis
sald, “the dangerocus escalation

imlensiving

idi the Lebanese-1sraell border™
wias an indicator thal “we are
closer than ever to war”™

For MW, the Erneral
con=ensus 15 that the actions of
the IRGC will b more important
than the harzh words of Presi
dent-elect Pezeshkian in judging
Teams willlngress or abillty o
challenge Israel mulitanly
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SUSTAINABILITY

Saudi ministry
reviews plans for
renewable water

Plans in Eastern Province are in line with Vision 2030

T heSpace

ee IMF praises
Kingdom’s economic
transformation

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

prefiminary statament miied on June
14, 2024 by the Intematicnal Monetary
Fund under Article IV, affirmed that
Saudh Arabia's unprecedentad economik
transformation is progressing wed,
The statement praised the Kingdom's wise
macroaconormic pofcles and its transformative
changes including the firancial reforrms and the

outputl gap remains in positive tarritory, closa to 2
percent of the non=-oil potential GDP.

The statement touched favorably on
murnpl-:rym-ur'rl! ini the Kingdom after it reached
historic lows of 7.7 percent in 2023, inching
closer to the 2030 Vision objoctive of T percent.
Additionally, the Sawdl economy added over one
milllon jobs by 2023, priradly in the private sector

W ’ regutatory I:ru:m-H-s amviranment _ a.nl:i‘lh?wunﬂn': rate still comforiably exceeding
--------------------- - Headline inflation has decelermted rapadly despite the Visson 2020 goal of 20 percent.
The Saud] Ministry of _ some pressure pockets. After peaking at 2.4 The IMF projectaed non-oil GDP to grow to about
Environment, Water and percent in January 2023, year-on-year inflation 3.5 percent in 2024 and that overall GDP growth
Agriculture held a meeting receded to 1.6 parcent In Apel 2024, will accalerate to about 4.5 percent in 2025 bafore
to review the utilization of : . - , o —" v The pralimimary statement affirmed that the stabilizing at 3.5 percent per year over the madium
renewable water and how > a3 L S effarts to diversify the economy have started term,
to maximize its economic _ A Dy - to baar frult and that bullding on s = The Saudi Central Bank's holding
value, as well as to plan i : L ' these sucoasses will ba important ". of net foreign assets reachad
supply and demand in all N — - b s . | to sasstain the non-oil growth The preliminary $422.7 billion in April 2024, which
reglons, the Sandl Fress N = —___ MmEntUm siatement affirmed that  *®s 5&ghtly above the end-2023
Agency reported on Saturday.  The review was held during & workshop organtzed by the ministry In Riyadh. 575 Additionally, it will malrtain the effors to diversify lovel. Resarves remaln amphe,
financlal sector stability, continue et & A represanting 15.8 months of

According to the SPA, the minis- 0 0 possihle alternatives to transmit to metigate the risk of overhaating, : the economy have imports and 208 parcant of the
iry's plans are in line with the | ‘AN i:‘"‘l.{. [ treated  water (o beneficiaries reverse declning total factor started to bear fruit. IMF's resene adequacy metrio by
chypectives of Saudi Vision 2000, effectively and eficiently. productivity and ensure inber- end-2023,

The review was held during  Other topics addressed "The workshops main olyjec generational equity. Dospite the positive opinicn of the Kingdom's

a workshop organized by the
ministry at its headguarters in
Hivadh, in cooperation with the
Shargia Development Authority,
which was attended by officlals
and specialists in the ministry,
the Saudi Irrtgation Organiza-
tion, and the SDA.

The workshop addressed
renewable-water plans scross the
Eingdom, and inclucded a review
of the results of the ministry’s
study inte supply and demand in
the Eastern Provinoe.

Other  lopics atdressed
included proposed waler
transmis=sion and distribation

mcluded proposed water
transmission and distribution
systems and routes, the
ientifleation of current and
potential beneficiaries of
treated water in the Eastern
Province, and the proposed
mechanism and possible
alternatives to transmit
treated water to beneficlarias
effectively and efficiently.

sysiems and routes, the ident
fication of currend and pofential
benehciarnes of treated waler
in the Easterm Province, and
the proposed mechanism and

tive is to enhance the compat-
ibitity of the outpuis of the
study in the preliminary outline
of the supply and demand for
renewable water in the Eastern
Provinee” Dr. Samd Al-Murshid,
director general of the planning
depariment in the water sector,
told the SPA

Al-Murshid underlined the
importance of guaranieeing the
compatibility of these oulpuls
with the region's strategic devel-
opment plans to maximize the
economic benelit of rencwabde
wiler, and to support develop:
ment pldans in all sectors.

Tha event was 'a chance for Peruvlans lving in Saudl Arabia to get to know sach other” Ak photo Dy Load Bl-sellaey

BROTHERLY NATIONS

Peruvian communily celelmrates National Day in Rivadh

Larma Alhamawl F1yadn

Penr's embassy opencd ds doors i
Hiyacth to Peruvians lving in Sands
Arabia to celedwate (ks National Day
and the Peruvian  independence
month of July,

“Tuxday 1= a special eccasion for the
Peruvians, it's a gathering during
thas et Why? Because Juby isthe
monith ol our dependence” Carlos
Zapata, the amboassedor of Peru o
Saach Arabia, told Arab News,

“Onr Iddependence = on July
28 bapt we celebrate now because |

have the opportunity to gather kods
of the Peruvians before they move
for vacation,” he saxd.

The ambesssdor sabd  that
the &vent was also a chance for
Peruviues Hiving in Saudk Arabia 1o
grd 1o know each other,

"This = an opportu-
nity for them to join
together amd celebrate
otlr national day” he
saticl.

Peruvian

Cordow Lnpnta

Mational Day falls on July 28 each
vear amd marks the day Peru
gained s independence  from
Spain in 1834,

During  the national  holkday,
Peruviane enjoy  authentic  food
aned commemorite the occxson,
aned thas celebratory tradiion was
carried out thousands of mdles avay
i Saucds Arabia.

Zapata expressed what 0l
mresArid For bl 1osee 0 many
Peruvians gathenng o
celehrate the Natsonal Day
int the embassy in Rivadh,

The IMF pointed out that the Kingdom's
aoonomic activithes will remain robust and that real
non-od growth decelerated from 5.3 percent In
2022 to a still rabust 3.8 percant in 2023. This s
driven mostly by private consumption and non-

ol investment, with the latter tapering of T to 11.5
percent [down from an exceptional 32 percent

growth in 2022},

Oll GDP contracted by 9 percent in 2023 dus
prirmardy to Saudi Arabia's OPEC+ and voluntary

-nip-rq-:h.:-:l;m outs, I:u:n:li:nﬂ to a O.B parcent

contraction in overall GDP,

Comversely, the non-od growth for the first
quartar this year Indicates somes moderation in
economic activity and the IMF estimates that the

aeconamy and the reforms since the launch of
Saudi Vision 2030 in 2018, the IMF statemeant
draws attention to an expected current account
ahifting to a deficlt in 2024, averaging about
2.3 percent of GDP betwaen 2026 and 2028
due to lower oil export proceeds and increased
invesstment=linked imports.

External buffers, however, are ample despite

a weakar currant account and international
resarvas will remaln armple, averaging 13 months

ir'n|:|-::|-r|: coves aver the meadium term, .H.|D.‘,.'-|fl:ll'ﬂiEI"l

assets held by the Public investment Fund and

other government-refated entities offer strong
additional buffars.

Tadar Lok Ha'z 5 an egoromes | and Snanc@l oralys=t K: @ TaetHafis
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Employment Assistance Empowermeant
Saudi Tourism hSA aid agency Initiative for
Ministry lannches  distributes Kiids with disabilities
diplomaprogram food in Chad launched in Al-Baha
The Saudi Mimdstry of Tourism, Sawdi aid agency KSretief hss The Children with Disabidiby
in colizbaoration with Imam eleiributed 1,200 food parcels m the Associstion in Al-Baha s

Mohatamad Tha Saud slam
Tniversity, has introdieced a 1wio-
year diploma course in trave] and
boIrEsITL

The course, acoondinge to a
sfaterent, alms o “enlamoe
neman capabilites by gualifyms
by efficsent national cadres
if the travel and tourism
seelor, according (o the highest
intermational stamdands, o
provide a theoretical and practical
educatbonal experience in the fields
of travel and fonrisim.” SPA Riyadh

Belseira region of Chad, benefidng
Vo200 st sl in el 0 et
of i project to supporn food security
in Chad in 2024, the SPA reported.

The assistunce s part of 1 series
of humanitarian projects Sawdi
Arahia implements througzh KSreiel
to hetp countries and people
worldwicle, Separatedy, KSpelel
recenily signed an agresment with
the LT Chfice: for the Coordination
of Human#tarsan Affairs to suppart
the Yemsen Humanitarian Fund,

AN Riyadh

Lanched a new bndlative, tltled
“Titegrabion and Empowerment,”
m partnershipwith Al-Baha
Municipality.

Accorelins to a statemend, this
[rnithEtive alms 1o “motivaie, and
engagze children with disabilifics
with thedr peers, helping them
relmtegyate into soclety through
recrenlional activilies and svenrs™

Nujowd Al-Ghamedi, director of
thie association, sakd the indtiative
aims to strengihen colvesion.
SPA Al-Baha

. Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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MADE IN SAUDI ARABIA

SKill meets heritage in initiative
boosting handicrafts sector

Saudi Artisanal Company is ‘leveraging the country’s cultural wealth to empower local artisans

Nada Hameed Je=ddab
Lama Alhamaw| Fiyady

The Saudl Artisanal
Company is plaving

a central role in the
development of Sandi
Arabla's flonrishing
handicrafis sector

— a reminder of the
RKingdoms rich heritage
and commitment to
honoring its traditions.

According to the companys acting
CED, Ihrahim Al-Dulagan, the
SAC 15 “leveraging the country’s
cultural  wealth o cmpower
Saudi artisans, build =sustainahle
partnerships, amd deliver Saudi-
crafted goonds that are an inlegral
part of the niation’s legacy,

“"The company not only
suppaorts its skilled bocal artisans
bul also egquips them wath the
latest technologics o oreate thor
picces blending heritage, tradi-
tion, and inmovation”™

Al-Dualadjan 1ol Arab News in a
wrilten statement: " Empowering
local artisans and designers 1= a
key element of the company’s
operations. We have activated
a siralegtc partnership with the
Roval Institute of Trachlional
Arts, through which practical
1|'.|.||:iﬂg I= |||:|||'|.'I|.l-|'|.|. o artisans,
offering  them  pactcal  and
profitabde  opportunities - the
artisanal Aeld.”

Part of the tmining includes
extensive research on the history

and ciiltural  sipnihcamnce ol
various products.
“The team believes in the

impaortance of preserving heritage
and reviving and empowering
crafts approved by the Heritage
Authority. This belief is reflected
in the communcation, Implemen-
lation, and supervision processes
with artisans amd designers”
Al-Dulaijan added.

The resulting products “reflect
genutine  heritage”™  and  “tell
enriching stories” he saicd

Durnng a recenl visit (o the
company’s studio in Rivadh's
JAX district, Arab News
wilnessed =ome of Uhese
skilled artisans at work

Arab News Hiyach

With its wvast green spaces,
diense forest and mild climate,
Haghadan Park is among Haha's
maost popular destinations for
tourists looking for outdoor fun,

In an interview with the Saudi
Press Apency, Al Al-Sawal, the
mavor of the Baha region, spoke
of the municipal praojects within
Faghadan Forest Park,

He =ail; “These projects
encompass  HBahjat  Raghadan
Fark, which spans an estimated

20,000 =g, meters, (with  al

2
- - -

thestn  has  dechicated
o perfecting  their
craft, whether working with
wool, wicker, wood, plaster,
ol ENEFAVITIE.

Abver Al-Rabiali, the product
chestn manager at the company,
gpadte o Arab MNews about hes
backgroind atud approach
tox chesizn,

Crrowing upin an artisbc house:
hold, she was surmounded by art
and desien but also had a strong
interest  in Ad-Fakaah
felt tom between these passions

Each al
VEArs

e,

TO0-meter main walkway, and
18,000 =q. meters of green
spaces.

"The park also boasts a
A-meter waterfall, an interac-
tive fountain, 156 decorative
columns, three childrens areas,
three photography zones, amnd a
25-meter decorative pedestrian
bridge.”

The site, which Includes cafes
and] eatertes, also boasis a fores
with i lavender garden and a
central area which spans over
20,0040 s, maters, he added,

The central sguare covers

&

Sadig Al-Hajr

until  discovering industrial
desiEn, which combines elements
of baoth.
she emphasized that prodoc
design 18 not just about creating
beautiful obgects but also aboal
considering  thedr functionality
and manufacturabdlioy,
AlFRabiah  highlighted  the
responstbility  designers have
towand thee environment,
egpecially when creating products
four mass productbon,
"Handmade products are a ol
mesre sustainabde and eco-fnendly
than producls  desgmed
factores” she said

, _ kI
@ “This 15 the main thing
w that drew me mio the

Ve aim to enhance our
culiure, preserve our
identity, and pass on
our heritage to future

generations.

A iy, Bt A e G i)

crafls field — the materials wsed,
wsually natural materials. You're
not using an entire factory that’s
producing a lot of toxins into
the ernviroament.

"We do a ot of research befone
makmg every product and by
i connect our history, culiore,
anc heritage o the design,”
she added. “Every product that
wie make cither has a story or a
meaning that is related to our
heritage and culiure, The fact
that the products are handmade
by Sauds  hands, with crafts
that have been mm the region
for years, also connects it to
ol heritage.

“"We try to highlight paris of our

SUMMER ESCAPE

Natural beauty of Baha's Raghadan Park attracts visitors

HIGHLIGHT

Saud| Artisanal Company's
strategic partnership with the
Royal Institute of Traditional
Arts provides practical training
to artisans.

heritage that are kind of forgotten
or nod widely talked abowt. A
poodd example would be o
Ehawlani coffee collection. The
Arabian Peninsula had a Golden
Age when coffes was prosoced
here and sentl throughout the
entire waorld.”

The collecton is an award-
winning peece that celebrates

Raghadan Park
in Baho bonsts
a Tareat with a
lawandar gardan
wnd a central

aran which spans
ower 20,000 sq.
meters. =-'0

samcE coffee. The J0-modeled
cover amnd hamd-crafied wooden
box  reflect the  mountainoows
ferrains of the coffec-producing
regions of the kingdom, specifi
cally Mount Talan.

Insice the hox sbt twn porceladn
cofles cups Inspared by coffee
fruits, along with cofes capsules
fillesd with a blend of espresso and
sawdi Khanwlani coffee.

The Ehawlani coffee collec-
fion won Best Loy [tem at
the Infernatiomal Institute of
Gastronomy, Culiure, Ards and
Tourism Awands eartier this year,
while the dates bowls collection
won Besi Contemporary  Inter
pretation and Desigmn.

“li's a global award that we'ne
very proasd of " Al-Bablah added,

The SAC also has an online store
offering more than 100 products,
with loecal and international
shappmg opdions availahble,

“The company also participates
in certain seasons and evenis
Forr example, we displayed
artisans’  products during  this
viears Hap scason.” Al-Dulagan
sai.  “Additionally, we'll be
opcring stores in several cities
in the Kingdom 1o serve citizens,
resfdents, and  tourists by
prowiding  high-quality artisanal

products,  supporting local
prochacts, and empowering local
artlisans ansd desigmers.”

Fatima Al-Thubyam, pmduc
fion unit manager at the compa-
ny's workshop, has eight years
of experience in the feld of
handicrafts and an  academic
bakepround in fashion design.

AFThubyvami told Arab News,
“To support the emerging gener-
ation, we use moderm matenals
paired with traditional heritage
pattenms, creating conteryporary
and mnovative outcomes. This
approach  integrtes  designers
and artisans, providing sustain-
ahle job opportunities.”

The company invites artisans
and designers from all over the
Fingrdom to collaborate, shether
by showcasing therr products on
virtous sales platforms, partcl-
paling i tralning prograimns, or
working on business opportuni-
ties together.

BAHM) =g, meters and  is
connected to the garden, which
oeCuples some 5,000 sq. meters.
Adjacent to it 15 a S00-meter
walkway covered with natural
stone and featuring waterfalls.

The propect 15 lluminated by
aboul 270 decorative lighting
poles and includes statues,
flower bedds, scating arcas,
wooden bridges, and kiosks.

The mavor welcomes tourists
and visitors 1o the location to
enoy its atmosphere, stunning
views, wvallews, and lush
vegelation.
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GRAVE RISKS

[sraeli airstrike Kills 2 civilians
in southern Lebanon

Retaliatory rocket attacks target Kiryat Shmona in Upper Galilee

Majia Houssar| Belut

An Israell alrstrike killed
two clivilians In southern
Lebanon on Saturday.,

MNakb Halawi anc Musa Sulebman
were targeted by an Israell drone
whikle driving on the Khirbet
Daowd Hoad, which connects
Mabatich to Marjayoun and is
used by travelers heading o the
Western Bekaa region.

An imitial security report said
that the two victims routinely
elrowve Uyl e Lo o waler spiring
in the village of kafr kila on the
border to oodlect water for their
livestock.

Halawl amd Suleiman were,
respectively, the [Ether  and
unchks of Hezbollah member
Mohammed Halawi, who was
killed at the start of Israel’s
attacks m Lebanon’s  south.
According to the National News
Amency, Sulciman was a local
cotincl]l member for Hezhaollah
allies the Amal Movement in the
nearby village of Ehr Rila The

Amal Movement confirmasd thal
oave of it members, aged G0, had
Been killed,

A source close o Hezbollah
stressed that both men were
“rivilians, not Aghters™ Hezhaollah
viorwesd to respond to the killing of
chvilians

Elstwhere on Saturday, Israel
forces  fargeted the outskirts
of the border town of Emeich
with machine guns from their

positions i Al-Haheb and
Hermon, causing damage (o
several houses

Heshollah, meanwhile, said

that it targeted a group of Israch
soldiers in the vicindty of the Mitat
Barracks with missile weapons
aned “successfully hit them”
Israell sirens were activated in
setilements opposite the town of
Kafr Kila following the appear-
ance of a series of drones, and
three ruckets reportedly fell near
Kirvat Shmona in Upper Galilee.
The Lebanese  Hesistance
Brigades, a non-sectarian group
estihlished by Heghaollal in 1997,
issued a statement on Friday

Two Lebanese men Inspect o damaged vobicle fofawing an fsrusl strieg
en Saturday close to the southem Lebaness barder with lsrawl. 27T

FASTFACT

Hezbollah has traded

almost daily fire with
Israchi forces in support
of Hamas since the Oct. T
attack on Israsl triggered
wiar in the Gaza Strip.

night announcing the execution
of its firsd millary acton agains
Israeh forces dunng the current

fighting.
“The martvrs Abdul Aal group
m the Lebanese Resisiance

Brigades attacked the HRoocisai
Al-Qarn site in the occapied
Lehanese Shebaa Farms  with
rockets and directly hit it the
statement read.

lsraeli ATy gpsolesman
Avichay Adraee sald two suspi-
cious aerial tarpets thal were on
thear way toward Israch termitory
were intercepted on Friday nighi.
Alarms were activated inm an
indusirial area near Ellat, where
alr defenses and warplanes inter-
cepted the two targets. There
Were No injuries.

Al-Arabiya quoted an American
sciiroe on Saturday saving that
Washington is refusing to deliver
heavy bombs to Israel in order
i prevent a war in Lebanoss, bt
achded that US fomces i e region
wer working on evacuation plans
n case such a war brealks oat.

The US source told Al-Arabiya:
“Israel is capable of bnunching a
massive attack on Lebanon and
capable of destroving Beint
Alrport and  the buildings in
its vicindty and in the southern
sephrtes”

Husscin Haiji Hassan, hcad
of Lebanon's Baalbek-Hermel
parliamentary  bloc, warned
Iseae]l agsinst an escalation of
dEgTession against Lebanon

FUNDING GAF

UN chiel: Israel is forcing Gazans ‘to move like human pinballs’

AP Mowy York

The UN chief appealed for funding
fowr the beleamoered UN agemcy
hweiping Palestinian  refugees in
Gy and elsewhere in the Middle
East, acousing Ismel of E=suing
evaciation orders that  force
Palestinians “to move like human
pinkalls across a  landscape of
chestrsction amd death”

Secretary-Genernil Antoguo
Futerres todd a donors conference
theat the: agency, kinown as UNRWA,
faces "a profound funding gap”

UNEWA Commissioner Genceral
Fhilipgee Lazzarind said at the start
of ihe conference that the agency
oy had Tunds to operate through
AR,

Al the end, he told reporters that,
while the total amount in pledees
will mod be Enown undll next
week, he s confident there will
e enoarsh new money in its S850
milllien anvmial budget to keep the
agency running until the end of
Seplember,

UNRWA= 30,000 staff provide
education, primary  healihcare,
and  other development activi-
ties o aboal & million Palestinian
refugees in Gaza, the West Bank,
Jorckan, Lebanon, and Syria.

In the coming months, Lazzarini
said UNRWA would be seeking
hmds to Eeep s operations going
through December and for

P

- L
""‘l.. i =
- - i

A i T T,
S )

=

{
- .f._:-

ﬂl'-:k.utl!f" ]||

Yl

i'r

L
la.
-

=y

Paleatindana gather on Saturday at the alte of an larnsll airatrike on o UN school aheltering Seplaced poopla in Nusalrst 6 the central Gaza Step, Heaters

emergency appeals for 512 hilliomn
for the Gaza war and S4460 millsomn
for the Syria crisds, which is only 20
percent funded.

Without Anancial support o

UMNHRWA, secretary-General
Cruterres sakd Palestinian refugees
“will lose a critical lifeline and the
last ray of hope for a better future”

The UN chief reserved his

harshest words For Ismacl’s ongoing
military offensive in Gaza, which
has affected its entine Palestimian
refugee popadation.
“Theextreme level of fighting and

devastatbon s mcomprehensible
and mexcusable — and the bevel of
chaos is affecting every Palestinian
m Gaza and all those despertely
frying to ged aid to them™

DIPLOMACY

Iran’s new

president

ready for

‘constructive
dialogue’
with Europe

AFP Talvan

Iran’s npew  President  Masoud
Pepeshkian sid he looks forward to
improved relations with Enropean
nations, even though he accused
them of reneging ofn  cofmnt-
merils b mitigate the mpact of US
sAnClions.

Fepeshkian won a runoff eleciion
azainst uliraconservative  fonmer
nuchear negotistor Saeed Jakiki last
wieek. The 69-vear-old has called
for “constructive relations® with
Western countries to “get [ran ol
af its =olation”™ and Givors neviving
the 2005 nuclear deal betwesn Iran
andd ghobal powers.

The US unilaterally withdrew
from the accord in 2018, refmposing
sanchions, which led Iran to reduce
i commiment o the terms of
the deal gradually. The agreement
aimed o curh nuclear activity,
which Tehran maimtains = [or
peaceful purposes,

In an article published in the
English-lansusge Tehran  Times
newspaper, Pezeshiian sabd that
after the US pulloul from the 2015

FASTFACT

President-eiect Masoud
Pezeshkian described Russia
as a ‘valued strategic ally’
and said he looked forward
“to collaborating more
extensively’ with China.

cleal, European natlons committed
o trving to salvage i and mitigate
the impact of US sanctions

“European countrics  have
reneged o all these commiimenis”
Pezeshklan wrode.

"Despite these missteps, 1 look
forward (o engagng in constric
five chialogue with Europen
conititries 1o sed our relations on the
right path. based on prmciples of
miuiual respect and equal footing™

He =aid the two sides could
EXHOe “TUImeroEs areas of cooper-
atbor™ A the Europeans “set aside
seil-armogated moral supremacy
coupled with manufactured crises
that have plazsed our relations for
g0 o™ EL spedseswornan Mahila
Massradl had earlber congratulatesd
Pezeshkian on his election, saving
the 27-member hloc was “ready to
engage with the new governmend
m fine with EU policy of cntscal
CHEAgcment.”

The death of President Ebrahim
Raisl in a helicopter erash necessi-
tated the July 6 election, which was
e choe wnbl 2065

In the runoff, Pezeshkian secured
ahaout 54 percent of the vole against
Jalilis roughly ++ percent, with a
fmout of just under half of Imn's
i1 million electorate.

SEPARATIST THREAT

Turkive ltoend
northern Irag
operalion soon,
Erdogan says

AFP lstenbod

President Hecep Tayyvip Erdozan
on  Saturday  announced the
imminent end o the Turkish
forces’ operation agaimst Rurdish
PEE hghters in northern Irag
and Syria.

Turkiye launched Opera-
tion Claw-Lock in April 2022 to
gecure its border with northemn
Treagg, Irom where 1 accised
Rurdish separatists of lnunching
attacks agamst Turkish termitory.,

"W wil very soon completethe
lockdown of the area of operation

in northern Iraq,” the president
saicl, ackding that Kurdish forces
were now “incapable of acting
inside our bordere™

Erdogan sakd that the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PRR, had been
“comphetely trappsed” in both Irag
ancl Syria, telling young military

academy graduoates thal Turkash
forces were “all over them”

“We will compdete the missing
points of the security belt along
oarr southern border with Sviria”

since 20016, Ankara has also
carmied oul successive ground
operations  to  expel Rurdish

forces from border arcas of
northern Syria.

Erdogan warned on Thursday
against conflict between NATO
andd Russia, telling an alliance
summit aimed at bolstering
Ukraine that diplomacy s
al=o be an oplion,
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A video has surfaced
online appearing to show a
pro-Falestine campalgmer
bheing violently

arrested by London’s
Metropolitan Police.

The clip, which was met with
angered reaction across social
mdia, folbows a series of
policing controversies in the TR
capital amid weekly pro-Pales-
time rallpes

In the video, a man s seen
protesting his arrest as he stands
next © a comvertible bearing a
large Palestinian fag and a sign
savingg: “Free Palestine, Stop Gada
genocide.”

A group of officers drag the
man o the ground, panching
him in the head as he shouts: “1
haven't done nothine. 1 haven't
dhome nothing ™

The clip was fikmed in the
borough of Tower Hamlets, home
to a large Muslim community.

Halima Ehan, a former Labour
Farty staffer who ran as a parlia-
mentary candidate n the UK
peneritl  election  last week,
cotdemined the violence seen in
the Footags:.

*The kevel of vielence by the

hands of the London Metropol-
itan Podice in East London, for
just waving the flag of Palestine,
Are we Hritain or are we Israel”
sl wrote on X.

Other
Khan's post, crilicizing the Met

wsers  responded 1o

INVESTIGATION

Viral clip shows London police
assaulting” pro-Palestine activist

« Man punched in head multiple times as officers stage arrest « Level of violence seen in footage rapped

Is our police force
trained in Israel?
The lamar Ben-(wvir
sChool of policing.

. i i

Protesters wave Palestinlan fags as they stand in front of ERcabath Tower I/ central London at the end of the 'Natlcnal Merch for Gaea" Flo/AFF

officers for their conduct.

Ome  said: “1 am  tired of
answering that gueston, Is oar
police force trained in lsrack?
The Itamar Ben-Gvir school of
policing.”

Another saic: “There should be

charges against that officer — yvou
can chearly see his rage. That man
didn't do anything”

The officer in question, who is
seet inthe clip throwing multiple
pundches al the activist's head,

wias arcused by another X user of

wanting 1o cause  “maxioam
damage” as parl of a “premedi-
tated” attack.

The Met Police, in an online
staternent, dended that the man
wis airrested for having a Pales-
tinian flag.

Superintenden Brittamny
Clarke saick “We're awane of the
video and commentany online
following an incident that took
place in Whitechapel Hoad ... A
PCSC (podlce commrid iy supjporn
elfficer) requested arpent assis-
tance from officer colleagues. A
man was arrested for assault on
police and is in costody at this
fime”

Clarke added that the
Mets  Directorate of Profes-
sicmal Standards 18 reviewing
the footage and body-worn
camera videos from the officers
involved.

“1 can assure local people thai
we are understanding of their
concerns aml that we will be
working to establish the circum-
stanoes,” she saud.

The controversy s the latest
o besel the Met Police, after the
foroe was accused of using heavy
handed tactics to clamp down on
the weekly pro-Palestine rallies
that have taken place in Lomdon
since la=t October.

AP Mo York

Terrorism and organized crime by
wiodent extremist groups linked to
Al-Qaeda and Dacsh are a “perva-
sive Lhreat™ m Afnca’s  volatile
Sahel region and are spilling over
to West Africa’s coastal countries,
the top UN envoy for the area
winrtwesd Friclay,

Leonardoe Simaco, the LN special
representative for the Sahel and
West Africa, said the focus on
combating  terrorism  hias  had
[imited effect in stopping rampant
illegal traffickimg in the Sabhed, and
the effort needs maore police.

"It drugs, s weapons, i
human bengs, s  mineral
resources and even food,” Simao
gaid after briefing the UN Security
Council

Aocording o Secretary-General
Antondo  Gulerres’ new  peport
o the Sahel and West Africa,
hundreds of people have been
killed in the first hall of 2024
alogse In bermorist attacks, many of
them civilians.

The wast majority of deaths
cccirTed in Burkina Faso, Mall,
and Miger, whose ruling military
Juntas in March announoed a joimnt
security foree to Aght terrorism.
However, the force has vet to
bgin operations.

The three countrics are Increas:
ingly cutting ties with the U5
malitary and allying with Russia
ot securty challenges.

Last week, the three juntas
doubded down on  their
ihecision  to leave  the
Economie  Community  of

SOMALIA CRISIS

Five inmales,
three guards
Lilledin
Mogadishu
prisonbreak
shootout

AFP Mogndishu

Five Inmates said to be from
Somalia's Al-Shabab group and
three guards were Killed in a hlaze
of gunfire during an attempled
breakodul from the main prison in
Mogacdishu on Saturday, prison
authorities and witnesses said.
Tailed members of the Al-Ceeda-
linkedd group, which has  been
waging a bloody insurgency for
vrars, managed to obtain weapons
anl lavmcied what appeared to be
a well-planned bid to escape the

SECURITY

Terrorism rampant in Sahel and spilling into West Africa coastal states: UN

BACKRGROUND

US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield supported
ECOWAS and UN efforts in
West Africa and the Sahel

and said the Security Council
"‘must also step up.”

prison, security sources said.
“Violent elements iried to stir
terror in the ceniral prison,” Col
Abdigani Khalaf, spokesman for
the Custodian Corps, sald at a

brief press conference, acdding

that the =tuation has nDow
retumed to normal.

“"Five prisoners and three
gobdiers died, and 18 other
prisomers and three soddiers were
wiotinded,” he saicl.

“Investigations are ongoang,
aned the woumnded are Dbeing

treated now”

West African Stafes, the nearly
SO-year-ohd regiomnal bloc known
as  ECOWAS, following the
creation of thelr securliy partner-
ship, the Alliance of Sahel States,
in September,

Siman did not comment on the
coumntries” intermatbonal alliances
baat sadkd their withdrawal from
ECOWAS woulkd be “harmful 1o
bsirth sicles.”

He lauded ECOWAS for taking a
“vignroass appraach™ o engaFing
with Burkina Faso, Mali, amd
Niger amnd urged the countres to
maxintain regional unity.

He called for the UNS confinued
sipport of the Accra Tnitiative,
A military  platform  invodvimg
Burkina Faso and nearby coastal
couniries to contain the spread of
extremism in the Sahel.

He ilso said the Security Council
should pursase inancing regon-
illy el police operations.

US Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield supported ECOWAS
ancd UN efforts in West Africa and
the Sahel and said the Security
Courrcil “mast also step up”

Thomas-Greenfbekd urged

ihcreased  Ninding  and  the
appoaniment of a UN resident
coordinator in the region, saying a
UM presensce 18 critical fo supsort
UN development efforts “and
ensunng the delivery of much-
needed humanitarian assistance”

Ruigssdas  deputy  ambassador,
Anna Evstignesva,  countered
that international securily efforts
amount toan “attempd to contine
mmposing new oolondal models™
omn Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.

she accused Western donors o
limiting assstance for “political
TEESONS.”

“Mal, Burkina Faso, and Niger
are conducting  an  uncompn-
mising  and coorddinated  bHeghi
amminst  terrorist  groups,  and
they are achieving success and
stabilizing  thelr  territories”
Evstigmesva s,

The region's deadliest termorist
attacks this year took place n
Burkina Faso, where the terronst
groups Jamail Nusral Al-Islam
Wal-Muslimin, which has tes
o Al-Qaeda, and Daesh claim
“extensive swaths™ of fermitory,
Griiterres sald in the report.

In Febary  alone, magor
terronst atiacks killed 301 people,
mcheding a single assault that
claimed 170 lives,

There was an explosion
inside the prison, amd

a heavy exchange of
gunfire followed.

Witnesses  living near  the
compound reported heanng the
sound of grenade explosions and
machine gun fire.

Al-Shabab has  carrled ol
nimerous bombings and other
attacks 1n Mogadishu and other
paris of the country, although
few have been reconded In

recent months.

“There was an explosion inside
the prison, and a heavy exchange
of punfire followed,” said witness
Abdirahman All.

“I was very close to the prison
when the incident oocurred, and |
saw police remforcement entering
the prison a fow minutes after the
gunfire hroke ont,” he said.

At her Shueeyh
Alifesd, also reported hearing
grendce blasts and gunfire.

"I called my brother, who is a
member of the prison guards, and

WIS,

hwr told me that several Al-Shabab
immates secretly olained weapons
andd grenades and tried to escape.”

The Somali National News
Agency  published pictures of
the bodies of the five alleged
Al-Shabab gunmen,

The Somali Custodial Corps is
a branch of the security forces
responsible for munning prisons
i the countey.

Al-Shabab has been hghting Lo
oust the fagle central govern:
merd in Mogadishu for more than
I7 years.
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A woman works on a beach in the Phiippines oe part of a coantal cleanup pregram that provides rice to valuntesrs in exchange for plastic waste. Boses

Philippine diving town
trades plastic forrice to

" i

tackle ocean waste

Plastic Palit Bigas helps Mabini residents cut food spending while saving the sea

Sarmantha Betoran Noniia

Campaigners in Mabini,
one of the Phillppines” most
famous diving resorts,
have found a new way Lo
make the lssue of plastic
pollution evervbody's
business, as they swap rice
for waste in a drive to clean
up the town's shores.

Enown for s pristine walers,
the town in Batangas province
— srne 100 ki south of Manila
— s consldered the bhirthplace
of the Philippine scuba diving
madustry and every woeekend
draws crowds of tourisis to enjoy
its sandy beaches

While Ly siznificantly
contribute to Mabini's cconomy,
many have been arriving and
leaving behind tralls of plastic
waste, compounding  the
problem of ocean  pollution,
which was already threatening

the region’s marine wikdlife.

“Marine plastic washes up
on shore. Thiring the habagat
tsouthwesl  monseonl  season,
onshore winds can cause a lot of
plastic to pile up on our beaches
from faraway places, bul we also
noticed that tourists from all
over the country spend the day
at our beaches and sadly some of
them leave garbage behind” said
Hopald Necesito, the Tounder of
Plastic Palit Bigas, an intbative to
tackle the problem by mobilizing
local communities.

Launched in mid-20062, Plastic
Palit Bigas transkates o “trade
plastic for rice” It offers to
exchange a bag of plastlc waste
collected by Mabini residents for
a sack of rice,

Mecesito told Arab News: [ just
thought rice would encourage
citlzens to clean the shores and
segrepgale household  plastic.
Evervone necds rce. This way,
we can reduce podintion as well”

Poor wasle management has
plagued the Philippines” water-
Wiys or years ."l.l_:-:'lrl'||i|:|= W)
the Philippines’ Department
of Environment ampd Natural
Resources, the country 1= the
third-largest  source  of  ocean
wasle workdwide. Every year il
discards an estimated 3.3 kg of
plastic waste per person, enitting

O ———————————————

FASTFACT

The sountry |a the third-
largest source of oocean

waste woridwide,

Ja0,000 tonnes of non-degrad-
abde litter into the ocean

Necestlos campalgn is trving to
adddress the tssue on a local scale and
is concentrated along a 3-km-long
shoreline, which every Saturday
will s a few dozen volunteers
wh, for 3 kg of the colbected waste,
can bring home | kg of rice.

The program s sustained by
clemations from individuals, local
resofts and small enterprises.

"According o tw families
participating mn this program, it
is i big help for them because the
ovesd ey need to spend on buying
ree s reduced.” Necesito said

“so far, it has greatly helped
our envirnnment and even the
s, We have notlced less plastic
o our shores. Mabini relies
heavily on tourism, so having
clean beaches s very important
b0 our econoniy as well"

The campalen has provided
over 2,600 kg of rice 1o families
in need Lo date,

Shedlan Casa, a
schoolleacher who  regularly
participates m the program,
sdid that it had also helped
raise awarcness and incentivize
peapde to care more as it reduces
their food expenditure, with one
sack of noe being enough to beed
& family for a few days

Aa-vear-old

AFP “arls

Frances prime minister on
Saturday was elected leader of
his party’s National Assembly
lawmakers as politicians from
all sides jockeved for position (o
form the next government.

Gabriel Attal was the ondy candi-
date in the vote by the Renais-
gance party parliamentary group,
which he plans to use as the hase
froan whiich to rebudld the political
foroe that got roundly beaten ina
snap clection called by President
Emmanuel Macron,

GOVERNMENT FORMATION

IFrench PM eyes rebuilding
political force after party backing

Of the 88 Renatssance deputies
registered to vole, 84 bached
Attal, who will start in his role
noxt week.

As Attal and other ministers
eve a future catside govern-
menl, deep cracks have
appeares]  between the
dreyvear-old premier  and
his former mentor Macron.

Macron did not pet any
mentbon  In Atials

Franco's
Prime Minlster
Gabriel Attal

message o Henaissancoe deputies
putlining his leadership bid, with
ohservers saving that the prime
minisier blames the president for
calling the vote, which he said
toalk the party 1o the brink
ol “extinction”

Sunday’s election runoff
lefl the Natwonal Assembly
without any overall majority,
bat a broad alliance — called
MNew Pogailar Fromt of
Sociali=ls, Comimu-
mists, Greens amd
the hurd-left

France Unbowed

woll the most scats, with 193 in the
ai-strong lower chambser.

Macron's allies came second
with 164 scats and the far-right
Mational Rally third at 143

According o the constito-
tien, Macron will appolnt the
next prime minister, who muist
b able to survive a confidence
mtion in parliament.

This appointent could come
as eardy as next week when the
new National Assembly session
opeens, but Macron could ask Attal
to stay on while Paris hosts the
Olvmpic Games starting July 26,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Military strength
2 Russian warships

in China for jeint
naval exercises

Two Hussian warships have
arrived in the southern Chinese
port ity of Zhanpang to take
prart in jednt novid e pencises, U
Russian Defense Ministry said
Sanurclay.

China sl Hussia have greatly
reinforoed ties since the start of
the Kussian offerssive in Ulkraine
tleat began in February 2021

Thedr commuon goal s also to re-
chice the: male of the Unifed Stafes
and the Wesl on the international
stage. The first phase will take
place from Monday-Wednesday
ard invalve anti-zir and antl-
stibmarine aftacks aiong with
Chinese planes speckalized nanti-
stibvmarine mansvers, AFP

IHegal migrants

Malala calls for
Pakistan to stop

deporting Alzhans

Nobel lureate Malala Youssfeai
called for Pakistan to stop depor-
g |||1|J|:|-:'|.||:|:|-|':|1t~|!J'I.:I'g;h:lll:-:. Saiy-
ing she was especially copcermied
abwoait the “dark future” awaiting
woinen ancl girls sent back,

“Tt s cleeply conceming that
Pakistan 15 forcing Afghan
refusees based in Paldstan back
into Afehemistan, and ['m decply
eoarcerteed aboil the wamen
ancl girls,” the activist, who was
awanked the Nobel Peace prize
in 2014, sakd on Friday.

Degpite extending leave for
AfEhan religees with permits to
sLay i Pakistan for another year,
sbarmahad this week suid 18 would
remaove legal migrants. AFP
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Fidk THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Liquid Empire’

COREY RDES
Ir the 19th and 20th cantunes also sormea of the workd's
o handfidl of powerful European most nﬂ.;p'liﬁl;zn‘l: v
states controlled more than a lakes, marshes, and seas,
third of the land “Liquid Emipire”
surface of the tedls the story of
planat. Thess R the waters of
sprawling smpires the polonial warld
encompassed not shaped the history of
only ranforests, imperiaism, and how
desarts and this imperial past sl

savannahs but

Ongoing investigation

Man held in
UK with

human remains

British podice salcl Satarday ey
have arvested a man in connec-
thors with the deths of two men
whose remains wers [ound in two
stiitcases in southwest Englancl.
The Metropolitan Police
said armed officers detained a
F-year-old suspect at a traln
sEatiom in the city of Bristol carly
Saturday, Police also said more
human remains were found at an
address in Shepherds Bush, wesi
Landon, the previous day, be-
leved to be connected o those
foned im the suitcases dumiped
near the Clifton Suspension
Briclgr: in Biristod on Wednesday,
The suspect "will be taken to
London for questioning later
teday,” police said in o state-
ment. AP

haunts us today,

Complicated rescue

Landslides in
Yietnam kill 11

after heavy rain

Landslicles triggeered by tor-
rential rains in mountalnons
marthern Vietnam buried a
16-=eater van, Killing af least
L peopke and leaving some
missing on Saturday, state
media reported.

Laowcal authorities sald the
exact number of pEople on
the van was not known and
the aftermath of the heavy
rains wis complicating
srarch and rescue efforts

Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh urgently instructed
local authorities aged reldated
EOWVErRment agencies 1o
promptly deal with the
dhisaster and siand ready to
respotd to more fbeods and
landstides. Reutar

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews



YOUR DAILY ARABI

Saitd Takmddine

I =l |_|.|-| ol e b i

FHOVERE

Any rarcfeinne 15 meore svinpaitieetic thees i ies are, beca ise,
{Farsey ey Eix ptirts e daprciged, all oflver parris stogy sorfiing.

L BN e

. ARAB NEWS Sunday, July 14, 2024

Opinion

-

Decisive UR results leave many questions unanswered

dbour’s landslide victory in
the UR general election on
July 4 confirmed the most
|||;:-Ii|:||:-.ll-:' forecasts, and ep-
reserilecd a :-:r'r|.'-:|_'-:'||'||-':-||:' ancl
trust in Sir Rear Starmer and
hks [REFTY Rda |'-|'_|I|'.-e'1!|:|1|'1||-:' COUNITY diring
Lhe five-vear lerm il has won,

[t was a great night for Labour, as the
party celebrated its first general election
victory sinee 2005, and after being out of
office since 2000, Tt was equally, if not more
sy, il Codnplete repsction of Priome Minister
Hishi Sunak’s premiershap and his govern-
menil, and of his chaotic and deeply divided
Conservative Farty.

The election campaign provided 3
vivid illustration of the huge differences
between the two dominant parties in
British politics. The Conservative Party had
[cisd s ey, Lecd by it thind prime minister
i the five years since the last election, it
loaked out of its depth and rudderless, and
ran a tmly shambolic election campaign.

Meanwhile, the cautious (some woutld say
fiudy Calidous) Starmmer prosed tal Fuis Wiy al

&8
Ifthe
Conservalives
attempt to
ounl-Farage Farage,

they will fail and
fall into Reform's
demagosical trap

quacthy but muthlessly transforming his party,
aned his belie that elections would be won by
pasitioning Labour closer to the center of the
preditbcal specimum, was more than vindicaited

Wimrene 0 ol the 650 seals 1 thie Flonese
Comumons grves Lhe new povernment a stable
ernapearily thiat shaoualed albow it to lmplernent lis
agenicla almost with a free hand, Furthermore,
the margn of victory leaves Labour wath the
prospect of being able to consolidate its vision
of change during not only one term but most
likedy twea, iF riot more.

[is ViCIory wias astoni=hing, Surpsssimg even
that of Toany Blair m 1997, because at that tme
Labour was on an upward trajectory, wihike in
the 2008 general election, under the steward-
shiip of former lesder Jeremy Corbiyn, the
party suffered s worst defeat sinoe FRAS.

For both the major parties in British politics
there is the danger they might draw the
swrong conclusions lram thelr spectacular,
entirely opposite, results in the electon. For
Starmer, clectoral success through caution
miight lead to policies that are not sufficiently
daring or visionary; although judging by the
First ek of s FoverTiment, it has il the
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groundd rurmangs. It god off to an impressive
stari with a smooth transition, packed with
mew initiatives on & range of issues.

The Conservaiives are faced with the
mammodh task of clawinge ths=ir Wy back 10
pohikcal relevance if they are at somee point
i the future to once again be viewed as a
viable contender [or power, Thelr ranks
in Parfiament have been greatly depleted,
After losing, for better or for worse, some of
their most prominent MPs, especially those
with experience in government, there {5
very stsall podd [rom while b 1y sebisct (e
nexl leader and shadow government.

The Conscrvatives mun the nisk of
conchuding from the relative success of the
popatlise, ant-mrigrant Reform UK party tha
to counter their decline they shoulkd veer
even further to the fght. Nigel Faragee and
his lleutenants are 3 one-tnick, xenophobdc
mecha machine They are chancers whio
offer no real solutions, opportanists who
found a miche that eventually helped them
ta =ain five seats in Padiament and 14
percent of the popular voie,

Several Conservative |:-|||i1i|'|.:-||:|.'-. hiave

sugersted that their party hemormhaged
voles to Heform because it was “nod
conservative enough” This could not be
further from the truth: the opposite is the
case. Whether through opportunism or
bdeolosy, while in government the Conser-
vatlves released the FAaCEsT, arviE- L gy
ron genie Iromm the bodtle and, with if, telr
attacks on multiculturalism.

This played straight into the hands of
Eeform, which positioned itself as the
“can-dao-it-better™ party, Its keaders know
there are o boundarkes to the cliiims and
promises they can make as they wall never
be tested in practice,

If the Conservatives attempt to
oul-Farage Farage, they will fail and fall
mnto Heform's demagogical trap. They neexd
to address the concerns of his voters with
JHSEE LA TESE and a moral COITIpasS,

Al e can wish For oursebves is that after 14
chaotic and toxc years, the nesw govermamsend
will deliver what Primee Minister Starmer
promised the day he entered office: "A
Fritain once more in the service of working
preople, Cotrntry lrst, psarty secomnd”

European nations
should recalibrate
their approach
and focus on the
reasons why people
underiake these
desperate journeys
in the hirst place

The unspoken horrors of migration

g thousands of migrants
can e 1o embark on
Ereacherous journeys to
Europe, secking reluge
and opportunities, their
paths often lead them not o
sat bty bk Tua (i, frmEminel -:‘I:||1|.:|'r.

Pushed by dire circumstances al home
Lo seck betier lives clsewhere, these
desperate masses are met with equal
measures of peril along the way, Despate
this, Europe still stands as a symbal of hope
for =0 many, even wihen the harsh reali-
Hes of the journeys they face, including
systemic abiise and a cetilog ol Friirmaans
righits violations, paint & grim pactire

In thewr guest for a better life, thowsands
continue to set off on journeys that, paradox
ically, are likely to bring them closer to death
Uhan the hopes and dreams they are chasing
[n the past X moniths alone, migrant arrvils
have sarged by 174 percent along the West
African route, and 61 percent in the central
Mechterranean. Unlortunately, recent

repsarts and vestigations indicate that EXT
[l carmairiged [oar eToris 1o curh T
wlar megrant Hows along these two rowtes is
instead being used to sustain punitive deten
tioms and expulsions in situations where the
principles of the rule of law, acoountahility
ared transparency are stdelined.

From Tunissa to Maontania, mugrants arn:
nod ondy detained but forcibly transported to,
ared abandoned in, harsh, remote desert areas
wiere basic human necessities, including
food and water, are fghtfully scarce.

Yot the EU' money continues to flow,
Frofm €400 million (3436 million! between
G and 22, fo more recent allocations
in the ilions o Narth Afrcan countres in
anticipation of the implementation of the
new Pact on Migration and Asylom, osten
gibly for the management of migration bt
with litthe regard for the grave implications
for migrants’ wellare

The collectve expulsion operations
Fumded by European modsey are responsthle
Far the chumpang of dosens of migrants= at a
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|'|-;:|1I::-. vickauibons that have been corroborated
by visuad evidenoe and the testimomnies of
those who survive to tell of the horrors.

As Europs continues to face persistent
challenges along its southern borders, the
limits of the present strategy of border
reinforcement have been revealed, Despite
efforts to outsource EU haorder controls
o North Alfncan countres, irregilar
migration via the treacherous central
Mediterrancan route has surged since
2020, calling into question the efficacy of
this border externalization, The approach
has nod andy fatled to curs migration bt
continues o ncredse hivman sullering, as
resource allocation focuses on securitiza-
tion over addressing the root causes of
displacement. Rather than doubling down
on iImpermanent solutions thal attempt
to seal borders, European nations should
recalibrate their approach and focus on
the reasons why peopbe undertake thes

chesperale journeys i the first place

Il Expopse 15 to align its migration policies
Wil bEs pared e villises anl lofiE-Leram
gropalitical aims, it must consider invest-
ments in capacity building for democratic
insfitutions, sustainable economic
development, and climate adaptation in
countries of origin and transid.

Bressels can also reallocate resournces
to create viabde pathways for legal migra-
thoay, siich as viss sehemes, that deter the
dangerous crossings managed by smugnslers
andd traffickers while sitmultaneoushy helping
the bl to address prowing shortazes in
slgilled Laksor, By partnering with nations
i Worth Afvica, the ELT can balanoe its
immchinle mgcration-managemenl necds
with konger-term nrvestmenits that dismantle
L |||||ir3-|':|| ECOOITEY of migEration.,

By tackling rregular migration thirough
A comprehensive framework that empha
sizes parinerships over unilateral security
concerns, Europe can shape a resilient and
i l::lII[i-lE':I'ulJIl.lE' I'|'|.:I.III:I:IJ CHvIrdaimenl rhiﬂ
les=ens the imperabive for migration,
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Jeddah talks a viable path to resolving Sudan conflict

hi conflict in Sudan, whach

began more than a year

=0 hetween the Sudanese

Armed Forces and the

paramilitary Rapéd Suppaort

Forces, continues unabated
as both factions strive to dominate the
nation. This profonged struggle has bed to
catastrophic outcomes, with millions forced
1 e their homes, resulting in what is

which is amplifving the suffering and
desperation of the Sudancse people.
Currently, nearly 25 million mdivid-
tals — more than hall of Sudan’s entire
population — are in desperate need of
assistance. The brutal ongoing conflict
has claimmed the lives of tens of thousands,
creating a tragic toll of death and destroe-
tion. Moreover, the violence has driven
millions from their homes, resulting in a

being characterized as the stagzering displacement
worst displacement crisks i._, erists. According to data

in the workl, Resuming [roam June, about 12 million
and prioritizing the Jeddah The violence people have been forcibly
talks, a diplomatic initia- has driven displaced, highlighting the
tive led by Saudi Arabia, i _ profound and widespread
is paramount, FEoually millions from impact of the turmall on
essenlial ks an intensified their homes, Sudan’s population,
international commitment l'li'ﬂﬂ-lﬂl'l'-g in Ancdher sigmificant

o recngage diplomatically o ering risk 1= that the war in

and advocate forcefully _ & st . Sudan has repercussions
For an immediate ceasefire ["hl]-lﬂ-l‘.‘EllIEl‘ll crisis that extend beyvond 1=

to effectively address the horders, precipitating a
unfolding humanitarian crisis. widespread refupee crisis that impacts

To fully grasp the present humanitarian
crisls in Sudan, 11 s essentiil 1O recognize
that the country was already in a dire state
even before the ongoing conflict erupted.
Prolonged political instabality and relent-
less economic hardships had left Sudan
teetering on the edge, with nearly 16
million people in urgent need of humani-
tarian assistance. These conditions have
anly been exacerbated by the violence,

neighboring countries, especially Chad,
which has seen a substantial influx of
people seeking refuge. This sudden and
massive arrival of refugees has placed an
enormols strain on Chads already fragile
economy and its limited resources. This
situation exacerbates existing hardships
anid creates a precarious environment for
bt h the refugees and the host commu-
nities, highlighting the far-reaching and

ODR. MAJID RAFIZADEH

O b old Rolizaceh s o
bnryar i —scl pom s Faniar
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diestabilizing efects of the conflict m Swdan,
The conflict kas also wreaked havoc on the
oouniry's infrastructure. Among the hardesi-
hit areas ks the healtheare system, which
is now largely nonlunctional, The medical
sector is grappling with a dire shorage of
personnel, financial resources and essential
medical supplies. This already grim situation
b5 compounclecd by frequent assaualis and
looting, rendering medical stafl unable to

The final and perhaps most alarming
threat posed by the ongoing conflict in
Suclan is the potential for the country to
hecome a breeding ground For terroris
and militia groups, As the war drags on,
Sucdan risks transforming into a completely
lawless region where extremist groups can
easily establish a foothold.

Central to the Jedcah talks ls the Jeddah
Declaration of Commitment to Protect

prowide even basic care, the Civilians of Sudan_

It ks also essential to ,ii which iz firmly groundesd
highlight the grave risks in intermational human
faced by children in Children are rights principles. It places
Sudan, who are among lﬂt"l‘l!'ﬂ:!illﬂl} sigmificant emphasis on
the most vulnerable in crucial aspects, such as the
the conflict, The violence vulnerable differentiation between
has lorced the closure to abuse, civilians and combatanis,
of thousands of schools 'Eﬂlfl'l:]lﬂillll“lls the ensuring the unhindered
in the affected reglons, humanitarian movement and safety of
disrupting the education civilians, safeguarding
of muillions, 1t is estimated crisis mesdical personnel,
that about 20 million factitating the delivery of

children are being deprived of their right
to education. This lack of schooling ot
oy hampers thedr academic growth, bat
also exposes them (o heightened risks and
various forms of harm and exploatation.
Without the protective environment that
schooks and a stable environment provide,
these children are increasingly vilnerable
to abuse, compounding the humanitarian
crisis and threatening the future of an
entire generation.

vital humanitarian aid to the population in
need, and staunchiy opposing the recruit-
ment of children into armed conflict.

By adhering (o these provisions, the
Jeddah Declaration is not only secking to
mitigate the immediate suffering, but also
lay the groundwaork for sustainable peace
and stability in Sudan, underscoring the
importance of international collabora-
tkon and humanitarian imperatives in
achieving these goals,

Biden, Trump loom large over NATO summit

estern leaders this

week marked the

Tath anniversary

o NATOL Yet most

o the allenton

during the organiza-

ton’s annual summit in Washington was

focused on US President Joe Biden.,
several U5 allies around the world were

alarmed by his poor performance during

seenario-planning going on i Western
capitals regarding the feasibility of a NATO
without Us participation. It is possible that
the allianee could ey to remain functional
for a few yvears in the hope that a successor
o a second Trump presidency might
return the US to the fold.

However, there are splits within the
alliance on these issues, as Hustrated by
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban,

the recent presudential whose nation currently
debate, which cemented i.i holds the rotating,
a prowing belief that six-month presidency
should he remain the For all its of the ELL Orban made
Democrat candidate, he a controversial visit to
will lose the election in weaknesses, Moscow this week to
November to his Repub- NATO remains meet Prestdent Viadimmir
lican rival, the NATO- one ol the most Putin. Last month, he
skeptic Donald Trump snecessiul m““ﬂr} leveraged his power (o
=0 much so that some veto the appointment of
in thee military alliance organizations AMark Hutte as secretary-
are already predicting in h]“m' general of NATO (o secure

transatlantic turmeoil at
the next NATO summit, due to take place
in The Hague in June next year.

Former Trump administration officials,
including National Security Adviser John
Baolton, have confirmed that the former
president came close to announcing a US
withdrawil from the alliance while he was
in power between 20017 and 2021 Despite
the strength of other NATO members,
there 15 no question that a US exat would be
a hady blow to its credibility.

Behind the scenes, there & much

srm
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an opd-otit for Hungary
from the alliance's activities in support of
Ukraine. He has also voboed opposition to
MATO growing locus on China,

Ume of the few subjects on which Trump,
while president, agreed with NATO was its
newfound focus on China. He will there-
fore potentially be pheased that a key item
on the agenda during the summit this week
was the threat posed by Bedfing, including
its sale of tools and technodogy to Russia.

Fora third vear in a row, top officials
from hey Western allies in the Asta-Pacific
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— Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South
Rorea — attended the NATO summit. The
alliance has low-level partnerships with all
Tonar ancd wants to build on this,
However, il was Ukraine and NATOS
broader future that were the main items
on the agenda and here there were some
positive announcements, despite the

uncertainty about a possible Trump presi-

delivenies from the Ukraine Defense
Contact Group, a coalition of about 540
nations. This gives NATO a more direct roke
In the war against Russia while still falling
well short of committing its own forces.

0 the good news [or incoming NATO
chief Rutte is that the context for the
debate abowt the organization’s future

has been iransformed in recent vears, As

dential victory, recently as 2019, there was widespread
Simoe Hussia’s mvasion comern about ks
of Ukraine in February .if’- purpose, with French
2022, northern Eurogpean President Emmanuel]
membership of NATO has Inman ]|“mpl;_'{'|'['_[l Macron suggesting it was
erown, and the alliance “brain dead”™ as a result
weloomed Sweden to the turnaround of of the rapidly changing
first summit it has attended fortunes, the geopolitical landscape, in
as a formal member, war in Ukraine particular the diminished
The leaders of the has underdined commitment of the LIS
32 membeer states also under Trump. Fast forwanrd
highlizhted progress the continuing to today and Macron has
on defense hadgets, relevance of NATO sald Russin's invasion of
This vear, 23 of them Ukraine wolke up NATO

are on course to meet the NATO target
of spending 2 percent of gross domestic
product on defense, ey exceptions
remain Canada, [taly, and Spain.

On the issue of Ukmine, a major, onc-year,
£40 billion ($43.6 billion) pledge of support
was announced. While this is less ambitious
thin the indtial proposal for a mialii-year,
£02 hillion package, it monetheless provides
s futore clarity for Ky,

The alliance also agreed to take over
much of the coordination of arms
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with the “warst of electroghocks™
It has been an unexpected turmaround
of fortunes, in the most sertous of cireum-
stances, and one Lhat could further be
fucled by Western concerns about China.
The war in Ukraine has underlined
the continuing relevance of NATO,
the mesmbers of which have a collec-
tive population of about 1 billion. For all
i1s remaining weaknesses, the alliance
remains one of the most success{ul military
orgamnizations in history,
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The Saudi market, in general, s an
excellent market, and the curremt
perisd is more mature than belore,

Mohomed Zohoir
SED e Touwiided of YaSodwsie

u
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By supporting innovative edutech solutions, investor play a cruclal role In sahaplng the future of educnticn apd providing Sasidis with modern, accesalbde, and personalized lmarning expetencas. 47
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TRANSFORMATION

KSAS digital lead in education
opens up investment opportunities

Kingdom's edutech landscape offers numerous opportunities for both local and foreign investors

MNour El-Shoen Cairs

Sandi Arabia is making
sigmificant strides in
education technology,
with substantial
Investments almed

at transforming and
enhancing the sector.

The EKingdoms government is
actively promoling  Initiatives
in this ficld, also known as
edutech, recognizing  their
potential o revolotonize the
s hooling system.

According 1 industry
experis, the Kingdoms edutech
landscape  offers numerous
opportunities for both local and
foreign investors.

Venture data platform
MAGKNITT has revealed the
edutech sector s now one of the
top five most-funded Oelds in the
Kingdom.

In 2023, the indusiry saw a
total of 3250 million raised by
Saudi-based startups, a 6 percent
growth from the vear before.

Furthermore, the edotech
sector in the Kingdom witnessed
substantial growth in 202
surging by 20680  percent
compared to the previous year,

Nasser  Al-Shareefl, =enior
adviser of investment and
privatization at  the Saudi
Ministry of Edlucation, reiterated
the possibilities for the industry
in an article for Arab News
earlier this vear,

"By imvesting in education
technology, both local and inter-
natlonal investors can tap nio
a rapicly growing market with
a high demand for inmovative
educational  solutions,  Saudi
Arabia’ large youth popula-
tion, coupled with s strong
focus on education and digital
transformation, creates a fertile
eroiid]  for  edutech  invest-
menls"” he said,

"The Saudi povernment s
supporting the growth of the
edutech sector through variows
initiatives, policies, and funding
programs, This support includes
financial incentives, regulatory
reforms, and partnerships with
educational institutions. These
measures not onky attract imnwvest-
ment but also provide a condu-
cive environment for edutech
startups to fourish,” he added

Al-Shareef  Turther  stated
that investing in the Kingdom”s
edutech ficld offers opporiun-
Hes across various segmenis of
the education ecosystem.

This includes online learning
platforms, wvirtunal classrooms,
and adaptive learning technolo-
pies, as well as  educational
content development, teachers'
training, and more.

“The potential for scalabality

and market penetration s
sigmificant, considering
the Increasing adoption  of

technology In schools, univer-
sitics, and lifelong  learning
programs,” he added

A national vision

Investing in Saudi  edutech
aligns with the Kingdoms vision
of establishing a  knowledpe-
based economy, according to
Al-Shareel.

By supporling innovative
edufech  sodutions,  nvestors
play a crucial role in shaping
the future of education and
providing Sawdis with modern,
accessible, and  personalized
leaming expericnoes.

The Vision 2050 initiative,
which seeks to diversify the
economy and reduce reliance on
e, s o significant driver behind
the Hingdom's investment in
echutech,

The Saudi government has
ilentified the development of
a  lknowledge-based coonomy
and the improvement of

The edtech industry
is likely to make

a significant
contribution to the

the privatization
ol the education
seClon

Sakem Ghoanom
GEG of Fakwem L

education quality as essential
goats. Edutech is considered a
kev enabler in achieving these
chijectives,

Yarious government programs
and  indtlatives have been
lnunched o support the growth
of edutech startups and compa-
nies in the couniry, Al-Shareef
explained.

“For example, the Minlsiry
of Investment has introduced
initiatives to attract  foreign
investiment m the edutech
sector. These initiatives include
offering incentives and stream-
lined processes for setting
up edutech companies in the
Kingdom,™ he sald,

An entrepreneurial
spirit
Private investors have also

sl increasing interest in the
Saudl edutech sectior. Venture
capital firms and private squity
holders are actively investing in
edutech startups, recognizing
the sectors growth potential,
Al-Shareef sdded.
Speaking to Arab News,
e Salem Ghanem - CEO of
% Sawdi-based  edutech
e startup  Faheem -
emphasized the critical
role of digital tools in
suppsriing thie
natlonal vision.
“The ediech
Iimdustry
L= likely
to make a

significant contribution to the
Saudi economy, especially after
the privatization of the education
sector lollowing the Ringdom's
Vision 20307 Ghanem said.

He added: “The impact will
b apparent in the created job
opportunities and the decreasing
unemployment  rates, taking
into consideration that the
futoring market could create an
estimated 45000 to 60000 job
opporiumtes.”

In an interview with Arab
News, Mohamed Zohair, CEQ
and founder of Saudi-hased
YaSchools, emphasized the
significant rise of the Ringdom's
pedutech sectar.

“The Saudi markel, in general,
i5 an excellent market, and the
current pericd 1= more mature
than before, especially with
the unprecedented support in
chigntal transformation, hnanclal

services, and  accompanying
fcmslation and regulations.”
FLohair said.

Al-Shareef further emphasized
Zohair's point, stating that Sandi
Arabia has witnessed a surge in
venture capital investments in
edutech startups, with three of
the top 10 most-Tanded startups
in the Middle East and North
Africn region originating from
the Kingdom.

“The veEnture
capital investments has had a
signiificant impact on the sector
in Sawcdi Arabia. It has provided
a boost o the growth and

increase  n

development of edutech startups
by  injecting much-needed
funding amd resources into the
seclor” Al-Shareel explained

“With greater acoess to capital,
these startups have been able 1o
innovale, expand their opera-
tions, and enhance their techno-
logical solutions.” he added.

According to Al-Shareef, the
influx of venture capital has
drawn attention from bath local
and international investors,
creating a favorablie investment
climate for the edutech sector in
Saudi Arahia.

Thi=  increased  investor
interest has provided fAnancial
support and brought valuable

expertise, mentorship,  and
networking  opporiunibes (o
startups.

Furthvermore, the availability
of venture capital has enabled
startups  to attract and retain
top talent by offering competi-
tive salaries, benchts, and career
growth opportunities.

This has helped build a skilled
workforce in the edutech sector

and drive innovaton.
Owerall, the rise in venture
capiial Ivesiments FHES

fucled the  growth  and
transformation of the edutech
industry in  Saudi  Arabia
positioning it as a key plaver in
the regional digital schooling
landscape and contributing to
the advancement of eduecation
and learning technologies n
the Kingdom,
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Business Saudi Arabia

Dayan Abou Tine Aiyadn

Credit factlities provided

Lo micro, smmall, and
medinm enterprises

In Saudi Arabia saw an
annual rise of 16 percent
in the first three months
of 2024, according to
recent data.

Firures from the Rinsdom'’s
central bank, Eknown as SAMA,
imclicated that borrowing Hnes
allecated (o this sector totalbed
SR203.43 billion (57825 balliom),
up from SR252.02 hillion in the
first quarter of 2023,

Accoprding (o SAMA data, Sawcl
hinks extended 94 peroent of
these credit facilitics, with the
remaining 6 percent granted by
finance companies,

Medium enterprises received
the majority share of the sector’s
total pranted facilities at 55
percenl, amountng 1o SKIGO.E

hillion, with the most nodabde
annual prowth observed o
small companies., which saw

32 percent increase to reach
SR103.5 hillion

Credit extended o miciro
entorpnses,  constituting 1O

percenl ol the overall shire of
MSME hnancing,
30 percent during this period,
reaching a total of SR29.4 billion.

Micro enterprises are charac-
ferized by revenoes up to SRS

increased by

million and a wiorklorce of
no more than five [oli-bme
employees.

simall erber-

PrISes, 4l e
other hand, exhibit
-.':I.I'I'ljt'l.:_'::-. FANEINE
from SKE3 million
o SH4D  million,
accompanied by
up to 49 Mll-time
workers.

In Conirast,

i enler-

Prises havie
revenues fnlling
wilhiin  the range
of SH4D» milllon

to SH200 million,
with emploves
nimbers ranging
Vo 500 To 24450

Saucki Arabia 15

heavily
investing in its SMEs to diver
gify lis economy away from il
and foster a competitive funding
ey ITNOnIment.

Reforms have sigmificantly
simplified business investment
and] starup processes, hoostinge
this sector's share of GDEF [rom
2] percent n 2003 with a Vision
2030 goal of reaching 35 perceni.

The government s urging
Neancial instiiutions o allocate
20 percent of ther loan portfo-
Ixos to this seclor, demonstrating
strong and ongoing support for
these enterprises.

Currently, advances to MSMEs
account for 86 percent of total
credit from Saudi banks in what
1% afn annual rse of B3 peroent,

Additionally, they represent

20 percent of advances om
finance oompanies, o  slighl
decrease from 22 percent.

Monsha'at key figures
In the Orst quarter of 2024, the
Small and Medium Enterprises
Ceneral Authority, also knowmn
25 Monsha'at, reported that 9,644
SMEs benefited fmom dedicated
support centers, 15760 trainees
used the e-Academy, and 1,558
aressed] he Mazaya platlarm,
soine 719 also gqualified for the
Jadeer servioe, and 555 utilized
the Commercial I[Innovation
Portal.

Additionally, 463 SMEs jolned
the Tomoh program. Facilitating
Nomu market offerings.

The repart highlighted that
cespite a4 regional dip in todal

EAFANSION

Saudi MSMLEs see 16% growth
in credit offerings in Ist quarter

Saudi banks extended 94 percent of credit facilities, with the remaining 6 percent granted by finance companies

Saudi Arabdn s heavily irvesting in
SMEs to diversify s econamy away

firom oll and foster a competitive
funding ervironmeant, =4

Venlore Capital Tunding  thies
guarter, Saudi Arabia led MENA
in capital deployed, securing
45 deals worth $240 million,
according o Magnitt's Q1 20024
RSA Venture Investment Report

[he Kinpdom's stariup scene
showed remarkahle

highlighted by Salla

PNEETeRs,
s
S50 mullon  pre-imitial  public
ffering fundraiser. which was
the region’s sole mesa deal.

In this quarier, &5 percent
of capital deploved In MENA
wient to Saudi-based Arms, This
investment, though significant,
refllected a 70 percent guarerly

chrop [rom the fourth quarter of

]
-'-.lll.lq_J.l._..-._._
-y -

i e [

'l *THI ._T T

2023 and a 42 percent vear-an-
vear dechne, mirroring broader
resional tremds,

Philip Bahoshy, founder and
CEOQ of MAGNITT, highlighted
that despate Saudi  Arabaa
maintaining its position as the
leading investment destination
in MENA, there
tlowiiurm.,

Nolably, 553 mullion was
glocated to  six  early-stage
venture and Series A deals. In a
comment n Monsha'at’s report,
Bahoshy observed that despite
the funding downturn, deal Aow
in Saudi Arabia experienced only
a modest 13 percenl  decrease

IS & OlN 'll'ull Hi

compared to the same quarter of

2023
['his supgpesis  that the
Ringdom's entrepreneurial

EOOSYSLEm remalns attraciive (o
investors, The smaller average
ticket sizes reflect a recalibration
rather than a retreal ninyesior
sentiment.

Key enablers

The Kafalah Program s one of

the many V-
fives designed to support this
sector by mitigating risk through
guarantecs that can cover up to
85 percent of the loan amowmndt.
Adiditionally, Monshabt, a
ey epabler o Saudi Arabaa’s
ambitious Vision 24 plays a
pivotal role in the SME ecosystem
by enhancing access o lnance,

FOVErTmenl

_.___ -t b Srae
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and providing cruicial suppor
for business development.

The  anthority
funding o this sector throwgh
partnerships  with  Anancial
institutions and initiatives like
the Hafalah Program, which
I eases |-.'|:|.-||Jr|;_'_. [T PrortiEes
|.||:|-.'-.I'.i||1:||: SMEs wvia (runimg
programs  and advocates  for
regulatory reforms o improve
the business environment.

The institution also promaotes
markei cxpansion by linking
SMEz o opportuniiies  and
EnCoragEing callahoration
through networking events and
trade platforms. Additionally,
it cultivates an entreprencurial
culture with mentorship and
advisors aiming 1o
baalster the capacity and restl-
pence of Saucdi SMEs,

FIances

eSS,

Global trends
hoosting SME growth
In the first quarter of 2024,
Monsha'at highlighted how new
technologies are empowering
Saichl SME= I||.-.-:':l|-|'_|':l.||-.||||-::|1l||'||
market presence, and compele
cifectively against larger firms.
I'he Kingdom's rapid advance
ments in 1T and digitalization are
particularly beneficial, fostering
iremdds kvl
madels that enhance fexibility
ATl resal e ee,
Furthermore, a

such as Wik

significant

e e "l —-. ol F T
L 1d
.

TAST
FACT

Medivm
enterprises
received the
majority share
of the sector's
total granted
facilities at

858 percent,
amounting

g to SR160.6
billlon, with the
most notabbe
annual growth
obsarved

in small
COompanias,
which saw

32 percent
increase to
reach SR103.5
billion.

l|....|,"r

Raforms B
sl ErHicantily
wimplifucd

bu=iness
Imvastmant

and startup
PrOCERRES,
Baasting this
sector’'s share
of GOP firom 21
peroent in 2013
with o Vishkon
2030 goal af
reaching 339
paroent. SHA

number of SMEs are emhbracing
e-CrHnmerce 1o dive ;;ll"::"'-"-':lll-
with 75 percent planning o
elobally,

Waorlcd

adopt online shopping
as  reported by the

Economir  Forum®™ Future of
Jobs study.
waudi  SMEs  are stratesi-

cally posiioned o capitalize
el Infersational
across  several sectors due fo
the Kingdom's cxpanding global
mivence. In renewables, they
can leverage focal expertise in
sclar and wind energy before
venturing abroadd.

The logistics

O R R

RPCIOr il
presents oppormuinities as Said
Arabia amms to eslablish itsell
s a pglobal hub. Leveraging
the Rinpdom's rich [ashion
heritage, SMEs can explore
ETowlh prospects 1n the shion
mdustry, the report, stated

In Islamic finance and fintech.
there are openings lor SMEsS
o mnovale aml develop new
products for regional markets.
The healthcare and  biotech
sectors offer expansion oppaortu-
nitles throagh initgatives ke the
Health Sector Translormation
Program.

The report also noted thai
regional investmenis I azri-
tech  support  growth, while
rising interest in e-learning and
edtech, exemplified by successes
Hke the iStoria app, Indicates a
promising seclor for Saud) SME=
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Final tranche Infiation data
Pakistan reaches  USstocks flirt
new S7bn loan with firesh
deal with IMF records
Pakistan has reached a staff- {zkobal stock mearkets mostly
lewed] agreement lor a new 57 powered ahead on Friday,
biltiomn boan deal, the Inder- Mg the Daow absove $0,000
national Monetary Fund sad and near a fresh record desgnte
Friciay, the country's latest turn | disappodnting 175 inflation
o the glohal lemder for help in chata and a lackluster market

Launched by the MAGRABI Rotall Group In 2020 in Saudl Arabla, Doctor M now employs over 300 stafT members acroas the Middle Enst region. Surcliied

LIFESTYLE BRAND

MAGRABI to expand with

30 new Doctor M stores

Expansion plan driven by market potential and size of the targeted segment

Aeina Takia, Nadin Massan Foaddb

Middle East eyewear
retaller MAGRABI Retadl

Group Is planning to open
36 new stores in 20024,
expanding its lootprint
across the reglon and
mecting Increasing
consumer demand lor
eyewear Lhrough its

lifestyle brand, Doctor M.

[n am interview with Arab News,
Souha Hasan, vice president
af Mainstream Business at the
company, noted that expansion
plan i= driven by the market
potential and size of the targeted
R ETIETIE,

Launched by the MAGHRAD;
Hetall Group in 2021 m Sads
Arahia, Doctor M now employs
over HM stafl members across
the Middle East region.

The company's VI confirmed
the firm i= rolling out Doctor
M atores across major cities in
the Gull Cooperation Council
countries and Egypl. with the
eoal of having 300 outlets across
the MENA region by 2030

Currently, the group has &5
Doctor M stores and are opening
new  branches every month.
The goal i1s to increase the todal
number of stores to 80 by the
end of 2024, with 50 of those
stores located in Saudi Arabia

In 20X3, the group invested
SHI1L: million (330,66 million)
in new store openings, refur-
bishments, and transformation
projects, laying a foundation [or
future growth and scalability.

“Our selection criteria for new
stores are based on demographic
insights amndl understanding the
target customers of each location
1o ensure it allgns with Doctor
M's Larget personas,” Hasan s,

she continuect “'We conduct
a deep-dive analyvsis of each
location Irom a real estate
perspective, considening factors
such as format, footfall, acces-
sibdlity, and adpacency, which
impact our sales forecasis”

Hasan  underscored — key
consumer  trends  that have
significantly  influenced  the
companys stralegy  include a
rising demand for modern urban
evewedr stores offering distine-
tive wvalue propositions, like
Postor M.

"We also recognise the prefer-
ence for convenience, which
drives our cxpansion stratesy
and our presence in varous
retall formats to meet our
customers and showcase our
services and product offerings.”
Hasan told Arah News,

Furthermor:, Hasan outlined
severdl  key  trends  shapang
the evewear retail market in
the Middle East such as digital
transformation, where retallers
and brands are enhancing their
e-commerce and digital channel
experiences and presence,

B
Or selection
criteria for new

sores are hased

on demographic
insighis and
understanding
the target
customers ol
each location
Lo ensre it
aligns with
hisctor M's

arget personas.

Souha Haaan
PALGRA B Rebad Group
WP of Main=Sregm
Buamass

"The wellness trend has
increased  awareness of eye
health, driving demand for
gquality evewear. For imslance,
we see that brands are priori-
tizing the eyve protection narra-
tive,” Haszan said,

She  added:  “Furthermore,
fashion and stvle play a signifi-
cant role; eyewear is not just
functional, it a fashion state-
ment. We are expecied o hlend
siyle, fashion, and lunctiopality
o aftract different customer
sepments and personas”

When asked on the expected
financial mpact of this expan-
sion, she noted the Arm s
doubling its revenues in 2024 in
line with the company™s three-
vear husiness plan,

In the past vear, the brand
has cifectively implemented its
erowth sirategy, doubling its
store count and achleving an
impressive 160 percent revenue
increase in the first quarter of
2024 compared 1o the previoas
VESIT,

Hasan further elaborated on
the operational challenges antic-
ipated during the rapid expan-
glom of Ddscior M.

Thse challenges
include talent acquisilion,
focusing on  recnuating
personmel who align with
the brand's values and
customer-focused
approach.

“We address this
challenge by antici-
pating the recruit-
ment process ahead
of time and targeting
the appropriate
staffing channels
when hiring  for
gpecialty  retail”
Hasan sk,

She  added:

“For techmical profiles, for
instance, we collaborate closely
wilh official institutes in each
couniry to ensure the quality
of optometry and deliver ouwr
promise to customers,”

Another challenge I%

maintaining consistency and
standardization across all stores,
addressed through the devel-
opment of operational  Euide-
limes and maintaining  close
communication with store
feams to monitor and respond to
customer feedback effectively.

“Talent acquisition &5 one
of our main prioritics as we
progress  with the expansion
plan. We work closely with our
Peaple & Culture teams acinss
the region to ensare the Tulliil-
ment process,” she stressed.

Maoreover, Hasan highlighted
the importance placed on
maintaining high-guality
customer service and enhancing
the overall shopping experience
at all sfnres.

“We continuously work 1o
meed  customers’  expectations
through our new retail concepl
stores, where the exploration
f both wvision commection and
stylish frames s curated in line
with our strategic positioning of
lifesiyvle,” she saddd,

“This involves standardized
and customized traimng models
per country for our  feams
and consistent monitoring of
customer feedback through our
nel promoter score and CREM
channels”

In adchtion to §s physical
footprint, the company has made
significant strides in the digital
sphere by using  technology,
sich a3 advanced inventory
gyatems and customer relation-
ship management toals, (o make
cperalions more cfhcrent.

Proppang up its economy and
dicaling with its debits.

Earlier this vear, the IMF
approved the rebease of the
linal $1.1 billkon tranche of a
53 billion batlout to Pakistan,
Finance Minister Muhammead
Aurangzeb said the povern-
meent planned 1o seek a long-
term loan to help stabilize the
economy after the end of tha
batloud package,

The new loan deal will last
for 37 months. AP

reaction to American banlk
carmings. All three major LS
indices climbed after both Paris
aned Frankfurt packed on more
than one percent,

LIS whodesale milation rose
.2 pereent in June, according
to Labor Department data. Fri-
ihay's dhata was not bad enough
to overshadow Thursday’s
benign consumer price index
report that hoosted expecta-
tons for Federal Reserve inter-
esl rate culs, analysts said, AFP

Chart of
THE DAY

In 2022, Meto's ravemnus
stood at $118 billian.
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The Secret History of Sharks

JOHHMN LONG
John Long's "The Secret mvestigating layers of rock to
History of Sharks"® reveal new fossils and clues
showcases the global search to eharks' singular story. The
to discover sharks' book = a riveting loak
'|:|rEu-I'!|r unknown at soientifio -|:|ii-|:|-|;|l.l:!|':||l
evolution, led by with insights into the
Long and dozens of
ather sciantists who today and how thay

embark on digs in all
BEYEN Continonts,

Investments

JIPMorgan
beats estimates

for 2 profit

TPMorgan Chase beat estimates
for secomnd quarter profit on Fri-
chay as a peswrgence in dealmak-
ing and strong capital markets
fueled record resulis.

Maore companics are secking
to rrise funds through debt or
erpuity offerings and striking
lakeover deals.

Investment banking revenue
grew 46 percent to 525 hillion,
excesding the company's ear-
lier predichions.

The Wall Street operations
even opelled overall profits to
an all-time high. JPMaorgan also
benchted rom a one-time ac-
counting gaims on transactions
related to payments network
Visi. Reuters

can cantribute to
medical advancos.

Production lssues
Boeing starts
777-9 flight trials
for certification

Bowing has started
certification flight testing

of its long-delayed 777-9
with U5 aviation regulators
onboard, the US planemaker
saich in an emailed statoment.

The develomment is a
boost for Boeing, which
has been grappling with
production and legal issucs
since a Jan. 5 mid-air panel
blowout om a 737 MAX
plane,

The 777-9 is part of the 777X
praject touperade the 777
wide-body jet. The praject has
been in development since
20113 but has faced multiple
hold-ups, ncluding certifica-
tion delays. Reuters

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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We are thrilled to expand our 5
presence in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arahia with the opening of our

store in U Walk Jeddah,

Stunrt Henwood
Aol Chawril Managar of
Fires Balaress I Fse ME A, Hiddla
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WORLD-CLASS FACILITY

Emirates brings signature

lounge experience to Jeddah

Emirates has officially opened
the doors to its first ever lounge
in the region at Ring Abdulaziz
International Alrport in Jeddah.
The airlines newest dedicated
loange  will  accommodale
customers Hyving on ils nple
diaily A3BOD services.

The BD-square-meter lounge,
worth 20 milllon dirbams (354
million), located in the abrports
mew Terminal 1 will cater to the
alrlines first and business class
paszengers, as well as Emirates
skyvwards Platinum  amed  Godd
members, with the capacity to
agecommndate more  than 180
eesis Al any one tme, in a varety
of seating ophons.

The invest-
ment reflects  the ;
airfine’s  comimit- :
ment o progres- h_-.
sively ETOWINE :
its presence  in
the Fingdom,
sEpporting aviation
gostls of  Saudi
Vision 2030, and
its ongoing dedica-
tion  fo  ensuring
a  thoughtful and  welcoming
Emirales  experence  on the
eround for customers iyving from
one of Emirates” most mpor-
lanl markels globally, This year,
Emirates is also celebmting a
mibestone In its operations o
Saudi Arabia, marking 35 years of
sy oe to JestBdals,

The official opening of the
lounge was attended by Nasser
Howaiden — Al-Rethi, consul
general of the UAE in Jeddah;
Raedd hin Theahim  Al-Musdal-
heem, chairman of the board
of direcltors of Jeddah Asrpaorts
Company: Mobammed Maitar,
divisional sendor vice president

— :|.||'_|1||-I'I serviees a1 Emiraies:
Mazen Johar, CEQ of JEDNOCK
Sami Agil Abdulla, sendor vice
:|.||'j||'|-:1 :"rl.lllr'l':'l.‘.!':
for outstations amd business
support; Jabr AkAzechy, vice
president — commercial opera:
tions for Emirates in Saadi
Arabda; ancd Amer Al-Aral, alrport
services manager [or Emirates
at King Abdulaziz International
Airport.

Mattar saick: "Jeddah was our
first gateway info the Ringdom
35 vears apo, 0 iU ftting that
the King Abdulazz International
Adrport, a world-class  facility,
is the first alrport in the region

presdent —

otlixicle of Dubal o feature an
Emirates dedicated lounge., The
bounge, comiortably  situated
il the center of Terminal 1, is
beautifully designed o deliver
an  indusiry-leading  experience
and Emirates’ sipnature hospi-
tality for our customers from the
moment they step  inside,. We
thank the airport authorties for
their support In helping us opsen
our doors o officially welcome
customers and provide them with
i memarable travel experience on
the ground.”

Meanwhile, Johar saul: "The
launch of Emibrates lounge a
Ring Abdulaziz International

The neaw Emirates

lounge feaaturas
a rofreshed and

sophisticated
dosign, anchored
in contemporary
alamapits with

reglonal design
influencos.

Adrport  reflects  the  35-vear-
long  strategic relationship
of  providing multiple  travel
options (o passengers through
the airhnes three datly fighi=
The lounge is a siEnificant
agddition to the airport’s services
and supports the comprehen-
sive development efforts at the
dirport, ameed at proveding an
cojovable and seamless travel
experience for passengers from
all over the world™
The new  lounge
a  refreshed and
cated  design, anchored in
contemporary  elements  with
regtonal design influences, The

Features
sophist-

welcoming space offers a variety
of scating configurations,
including dining, lounging,
and quiet spaces for relaxation.
Tnsicle the lounge, customers
caf kol orvward (o a wide range
of dining options, nxurows
shower facilities, a prayer room,
and other amenities.

The buffet offers a wide
variety of Middle Eastern, local,
and international delicacies to
chisose from, ncluding lamb
Kabsa, spinach and ricotta tortel-
limi, Mormoccan lemon chicken,
prawn machbous, Saint Scbhas
tian chessecake, and Tiramisu
cake, among many ehers,

The lounge is bocated on the third
floor of King Abdulaziz Imterma-
tional Alrport’s Terminal | Depar
fure area and is just a 10-minte
walk froom the terminals entrance
amd a 3 10 S-minute walk to the
boarding gates. AZEH and ASHEB,
witere Emirates’ three dally fighis
are sttitated during the day,

MOBILE CONNECGTIVITY

Report reveals impressive

5G speeds and network
advancements across Kingdom

Opensignal, a global authority
on mobile network expenence,
has released ils latest analvsis on
the performance of 5G speeds in
Smpdl Arabin compared to those
in nelghboring regional markets
of Europe, the Middle East amd
Africa. It found that Saudi Arabia
ranks third for 56 dovwnload speed
amonEg comparable markets  in
the EMEA region, showcasing the
coUntry’s Impressive prosress in
Sl deployment.

According to the report, wiich
covers 57 markets, Saucdi Arabia
has seen significant improvements
in 50 specds and overall network
advancements scross the country.
This achievement underscores the
concerled efforts of the Ringdom’s
middle nebwork  operators  in
enhancing thetr 5G infrastruchnre
and delivering  faster  download

speeds o users, The report lurther
highlights that all GOC markels,
with the excepbon of Oman, have
seen average 5 dowmnload speeds
exceed 300 Mbps, with Saudi
Arabia's downboad speeds rsing by
3 pereent Vear-over-year,

sam Fenwick, principal analyst
at Opensignal, said: *The latest
findings  from  our  analysis
highlight thesubstantial advance-
ments made by Saudi Arabia’s
mabile metwork operators  in
delivering excepdional 5G expert-
ences to users across the country.
The mpressive 56 download
speeds and the overall Improve-
ments in network performance
demonsteate the operitors’
commilment to providing world-
class connectivity, supporting
the nations digital trinsforma-
tiom imitiatives”

IMMERSIVE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

New Balance expands in

New Balance has announced the
opening of s Afth store in the
Ringdom and its second store in
the vibrant city of Jeddah. Strate-
gically located within the popular
11 Walk Jedktah, the new store
ififers a memorakble shopping
expericnoe for  residents  and
visitors alike.

As New Halance ocontinies
its expansion within the MENA
reion, its glocalization strategy
has brought the brand closer to
the communities within several
counmtries. As a key market withan
the reggon, Saudi Arabia presents
significant opportunities for Mew
Balance to deepen its connection
ancl strengthen its presence i the
Oy,

Jedidah, a dvnammic city with a
Erowing passion for sports and
fitness, is an ideal location for

The store featires Now Balance's
Innevative Metra Flex concept

New Halinee's fifth store in the
Fingedom, With U Walk Jedidah
being a popular destination for
retall, the sddibon of the New
Balance store will enhance the
shOpping  exXpernence, providing

KSA with new Jeddah store

oohsumers access to high-gquality
foodwear, appare] and accessories,

The slore features New
Balance's innovative Metro Flex
concept, allowing consumers o
shop the full brand collection in
an immeersive envinonmend

Customers can discover a
comnprehensive  selection  of
performances rmunning  shoes,
walking shoes, traiming footwear,
and stylish lifestvle sneakers,
dongside 3 curated oodlection
of performance and  athleisure
appare|

start  Hemwood,  regional
general manager of New Balance
in the Middle East, Africa and
Iniekia, thrilled
o expand our presence in the
Ringdom of Saudi Arabia with the
openking of our store in U Walk
Jeddah. =

g “We  ame
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Hospitality

Hilton expands

global luxury
portfolio

Hiltom 1= dramabically expand-
g its portfolio of luxury hotel
expenences with the addibion
of nearty 400 bouthgque proper-
tes from the excguilsite Small
Laxury Hodels of the World
collection. Humdreds of these
propertics are now avallable on
all Hilton direct booking chan-
nels, inchsding Hiltoncom and
the Hilton Honors apqp.

Joining Hilton's huxury
biraned paortfolio — Waldor!
Astoria Hotels and Resorts,
Conrad Hotels and Besorts,
LXK Hodels and Resoris and
Sigmia by Hilion — the di-
verse coflection of participat-
i SLI hotels offers travelers
newy wavs of staving with
Hiltomn in intimate spaces and
unigue places — from rmstic
huts and woodland treehows-
= to minforest retreats and
coastal villas.

Gaming Competition

AppGallery
hosts esports

tournament in lraqg

Huawei AppGallery, the
official app distribution
platiorm for Hoawet and
one of the worlds top 3

app marketplaces, teamed
up with Top Battle Royale
Game o presenl the Ap-
paallery Gamers Cup 2024
event in Baghdad, Com-
mitted to providing unigue
experiences for gamers,
AppGallery hosted an offine
tournament at the popular
DMjfah Village on June 28,
wilh the sponsorship of Viu,
1 pan-regional over-the-top
video streaming service,
and Supercell, the Irag Net-
work Provider.

Cybersecurity
Govt. institutions

main targets of
APT groups

Roeseamchers at Raspersky,
whio keep a close eve on
advanced persistent threais,
observed 18 active threat
actors that currently target
organizations within the
Middls East. Whilst these
threal actors targed a wide
range of entities, Raspersky
rescarchers identified gov-
ermment, telecommunica-
tiomis and diplomatic instiiu-
thons as the top targeds in the
regrion, followed by those in
the eneTEy sector,

AFT groups are complex
threat actors that deploy
targeted attacks, active For
years on end. These groups
are often modivated by esplo-
Fagse, moeEary' S, or in
sOrme cises, hackivism.,



KRingdom'’s hosting of the inaugural Esports
Obvmpic Games in 2025 consolidates its position
as a destination for leading global esports events,

Falsal bin Bandar Bln Sultan Cnarman of Saudl Esport=. Fedemton
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v Sport News

TOP GAMING HUB

Esports Olympic Games in Saudi Arabia to
‘entirely reimagine’ the gaming landscape

Arab Mows Foar

Sauch Arabia’s hostimg of the

maugural Esports Olvmpic
Games in 2025 will “entirely
relmagine” the gaming andd

esports [andscape, savs Prince
Faizal hin Bandar bin Solitan,
chairmmn of the Saudi Esports
Federation.

The news was announoed
recently by the Intermational
Olympic Committee. The [0C
has partnered with the Saadi
Arabian Olympic & Parlvmpic
Commities under an ambibious
|12-vear agroement with the
Esports Olympic Games set to be
held regulardy throughout  this
time,

saudi  Arabia s currendly
hosting the inaupgural Esporis
Warld Cup, al Bowlevard Rivadh
City umtldl Aug. 25, and Prince
Faisal said this latest nesws consol-
idated the Kingdom's po=ition as
a destination of leading glohal
EREOTTS EVERTA

*The opporiunily to host an

Gaming and
esports are ono
af 13 sectors

prioritized
urider the

transformational
sochk -aconomia
Triumeaork.
SLpnliad

event of this magnitucde 1s a prod
and humbling moment for Sauds
Arahia — it"s something that has
captured the attention and imagt-
nation of game enthusiasts all
aronird the world,” he said.
“Beginning next vear, theres
no doulsl this brand-new evenl
15 destined to be g spectacle that
entirely reimagines gaming and
esports as we Enow it It will
hring the entire glohal cormmu-
nity even closer opether as the
gpirit of elite competition and

international cooperation shines
bright while the world's best
athletes  provide moments  of
esports excellence that enleriain,
dedight and inspire.”

In line with the Kinpdom's
Viston 2000, gaming and esporis

are one of 13 seclors being
priontized under the transfor-
mational socio-cconomic frme-
work. From Lbunching  talent
and infrastructure development
progects o hosting intermational
competitions, recent vears have

AR
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¥ ‘“The opportunity
= = tohostan

- avent of this
magnitude

i a proud

and humbling
mament for

the Kingdom.'

seen the Kingdom emerge as
a plobal gaming and esports
hub — supported by SEF and
the ambatious Natiomal Gaming
ancd Esports Strategy launched
in 202 by Crown Prince
Mohamened in Sslman,

With the Esportz Olvmpic
Games officially confirmed as a
regilar mainstay on the global
calendar from mext vear onwartds,
Prince Faisal said the Saudi-based
Esporlts Olympics coubd mirmor
the sarcess of the Swnmmer

Olymples by bringing the global
community twgether for inspic-
tional sportmg eventis.

“"For countless gprnerations, the
Olympic Games has been widely
considered as the grandest stape
in all of sport,” Prince Faisal said.
“They represent something truly
speclal and spectacular — an
occasion where the world comes
fogether to waltch momienis of
magnificence  that  epitomize
falent, teamwork, dedication and
beelled In one™s abilitbes to fuliill

thestr dreams and asplrations

"I sincerely belieyve the Esports
Olvmple Games will have a
similar  influence and  impact.
We've already seen esporis —
the new global sport meorplh
into a madern-day phenomenon
where opporiunities are thepe
ikt never belore For alhleles
o compete, excel and succeed
The Esports Olympic Gamees will
continue this legacy — and we
ook forward to the honar and
privilege of hosting the first-ever
edition.” he said.

NERVY MATCH

Kkrejcikova wins Wimbledon
for 2nd Grand Slam singles title

(Czech star secures title in final service game on Srd championship point

e 0)

AFP Londan

Barbora krejclkova of the
Czech Republic defeated
Ilaly's Jasmine Paolind

to win the Wimbledon
women's title on Satnrday

for her second Grand SEim
singles trimmph.

RErejoikova, the 3lst seed, won
6-2, 2-6, 6-4 to add the 2024 All
England Club crown to her 2002]
French Open victory.

Her win comes 26 vears afier
her mentor Jana Novolna, who
died of cancer in 2007, claimed the
Wimbledon title.

“Before she passed away, she
told me wogo and win a Slam.
[ did that in Paris in 20221 but [
never dreamed of winning the
e frophy that Jana dicd,” saikd
the Z8-vear-old Erepcikova, who
secured the title in a nervy final
service game on a third champi-
s iy podnt.

“It"s unreal wheat just happened,
The best day of my tennis career
and the best day of my life, *I was
just telling moysedl to be brave, It
was such a difficult match. a great
final, a great competition and 1'm
super happy to be standing here
enjoying this moment.”

Rrejcihova, who will returmn to
the tog 10 fodlowing her victory,
came into Wimbledon after a
besting seasor.

A back injury and illness meant
ahve went winbess on the tour from
Febrsary vt Jume

“T was injured and il and didn™
have a good start to the season
and now I'm Wimbledon winner.
How did that happen *1 think

Howian o great final wnd I'm super happy ta be stand|ng here efjeying this moment,” Barbora Krelcikavn sidd, Foatons

nobodys poing 1o believe 1 won
Wimbledon, [ still can™ belve
I Two weeks ago {first moand)
I had a very tough match, 75
in the third set and 1 wasn't in
god shape™

The result means seventh-
secded Paoling has lost two Grand
Slam  finals back-to-back after
coming off secomd best o Iga
swiatck at the French Open last
momnth.

“I'mi a linile bt gad but 1 try to
keeq smiling. I have o remember
todday is still a good day” said

FASTFACTS

® rejoikova, who will return
to the top 10 following her

victory, came into Wimbledon
after a testing season.

& A back injury and llness
meant she went winless on the
tour from February until June.

Paolind, who had never won a
grass-court match in her career
wniil last month.

il | remember walching
Wimbdedon as a kid cheering
[or Hoger Federer, so to be hwre
o is crazy. Its been a beautiful
fwo wooks”

She added: “Barbora, wvou
plaved unbelievable. You play
siich beantiful tennis. Congrats to
voir and yourr team.”

hrejcikova set the tone at the
start of the match by breaking the
Italian in the opening game and

backing up the advantage with a
bl 1o Joase

Pacling, the Grst Ttalian woman
o reach a Wimbledon singles
final, had to save two break points
in the third game but she cracked
uncder the strain again as the
composed Czech stormed nto a
dmeble-hreak ahead for 4-1.

Brejcikova moved 1o three sed
peoinits in the elghth game and only
needed one as Pacdini dumped a
backhand return into the net.

The nperve-wracked lialian
managed o claim  just  Tour
poinits on the Crech's serve in the
ao-mimuie opener. kregcikova hil
10 winniers to the lalians Ave.

Panlini  dashed off Cenier
Courl for a bathroom break and
returned re-cnergised.

She had also dropped the first
et in her marathon  semifinal
tnumph over Donna Vekic and
o Saturday she launched another
secoid set fighthack.

Breaks in the second and eighih
games leveled the final after a
sel i which KErefcikova made 14
unforeed ermors to seven for her
opponent, taking her douwble-fault
cound 1o a lournament-high of 23,

The Czech managed just four
winners i the =ct as she went
spectacniary off the boil.

However, momentum  shifted
dramatically back in her favor in
the decider when Paolind doubde-
faulted o surrender a break and
fall 34 behind.

Erejcikova held to love for 5-3
but endurcd a nervy concla-
sion, requiring three champion-
ship points and saving two break
paints in the 10th game to seal
the title,

Sport
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Eurc 2024
Spain’s Rodri

finally in charge
at Berlin fMinal

Finally handed the keys o
Spain’s medikeld at a major
tourtanmsent, Rodr Hernan-
dez has driven the side to the
wierge of Euro 2024 slorny.

La Roja are bidding for a
record fourth Euros trinmyph
against England in Suandays
Bertin final and Rodr i bath
the: engine and the brains
behind the competition’s
strongest side to this podndt.

After Luis Enrique
used Rodn at center-back
at the 2022 Waorld Cup with
veteran Sergio Basguets siill
the firsd choice defensive
migifielder, cosch Lais de la
Fuente has installed Rodri
in his st position. AFP

Olympics preparations

US bashkethall

team arrives

in Abu Dhabi

The US men’s national bas-
kethall team arrived in Abu
[Drhahi as part of their prepara-
tions for the 2024 Summer
Cyepics.

The Americans will Face
Australia and Serbiaon
July 15 and 17, respectiviedy,
Australia and Serbia wall face
off on Fuly 16. The games will
be played at Yas slands Eti-
husel Arena. The eam's visit,
as part of the USA Baskethall
Showvcase, hlghlights Abu
Dhabi’s growing prominence
as a hub for world-class sport-
ing events. AN Riyadh

Rugby
Georgia beat

lLi-man Japan
25323 in Sendai

Georgia denksd BEddie Jones
has first win of his second
stint as Japan head coach af-
ter scoring a late try to claim
a 2523 victory in Sendai on
Saturday:.

The festy Awstralian was
leading Japan oul for the
secomd time, after suffering
A thrashing at the hands of
his former team England in
Tokyo three weels ago,

Japan were reduced to 14
ren midway through the
First hall bat Fought back and
lecl until Giorg Javakhia's
Iry with s=ix mmutes left gave
GoOTgia an easy conversion
to win the game. AFP

Follow Arnb News

G Briafs all through the
day o ArabMews



At the London prembere of "Dendpoc] &
Wolverine," Ryon Roymolds =add the film was
about ‘friendship,’ adding: “There's so many

momenta in the movlie where it's hard to
tell if Deadpool's talking to Wolverlne or it's
Hugh and Ryan talking to each other. And
I'm really proud of thosa momants,'
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Lip array

The quest for the perfect Lip
product is never-ending, and
Arab ety brands offer a

diverse range of oplions to cater
o every preference and need.

oAl

Mond

I'he Egvptian brand offers seven
shupdes of lip gloss, ranging from
neutrals to red amd mose, They are

available in two types of containers:
a sipeere Tube or 3 hrush tnbe,

L'Arab Boutigue

For those seeking nowrishing lip
care, the UR-based Sawdi brand
offers a range of balms infused with
pomegranate, sidr honey, jasmine,
COCORLN, arEn amd s i,

Nadin Njeim

The beauty brand of the Lebanese
star features a Lip Glow Gloss
available in fowr colors, formulated
with hvaluronic ackd known for lis

Hp-pluniplng propertes.

=P
Asteri Beanty

The Sweet Oasis Lip Gloss from
the Saudi brand ensures to shield
thee lips from dehyvdration cansed

st eireme bt .'-|r|-e‘|-||r!.'r|-e'5-¢:.

Huda Beauly

For a filtered look without
emphasizing lines, the new
Huda Beauty Faux Filter Hip
glosses blur and smootls fine
lines, provicing a lip Aller effect
without the tingling sensation

I

Hex Beamty

If vou dio neot mind the tingling
sensathon, consider IFVing
wex Beanly'’s B Berry Lip
plumpers, avallable in shades
ol strawherry, cranbermy,
bluebermy and raspbermy,

Daisy Ridley
kes a chic turn
in Elie Sa

Arab Mews Dotal

British actress Dalsy
Ridley stinnned in an
elegant Elle Saab look
while presenting at the
2024 ESPY Awards In
Los Angeles.
The ESPY Awards, the Excel-
lence in Sports Performance
Yearly, is an event honoring the
top athletes and sport perfor-
miances ol Uhe Vear

The 32-year-old "Star Wars"
actress skipped the red carpet
al the ceremaony, beld at the
[xlby Theatre in Hollywood,

she did take the stage,
though, to present an awanrd
with Buffalo Eills plaver, Dama
[Ladmlin, chiring the telecast,

Hidley wore a sleeve-
less cobalt-bBlue gown from
Lebanese designer Elie Saakh.
The actress had her hair pulled
back into a tight bun as she
arcessorized the look with blue
gem earrings. She completed

Lhe ensembde with black heels.

OSE UP

In an interview with Reulers
last month, Ridley talked
about reprising her role as Jedi
hero, Bey, and saick thatl it feels
“exciting and nerve-racking™ as
she returms to the "Star Wars"
franchise for a mew fillm,

Walt Ihzney Co,, which
prirchased Star Wars prodscer
Lucasfilm in 2002 and released
three movies starring Ridley
froam 2005 to 20059 as well as a
thifTerent TV serlbes, annoumeed
e plans for Lhe Teanchise s
VEAT.

“I'm very excited, it feels like
i new adventure,” Ridley told
Reuters at the London premiere
of another Disney film, *Young
Woman and the Sea”

“It"s a world that 'm Gamiblan
with, I'm coming back to, but
ilso it feels ke a new starl, 5o,
it feels exciting and nerve
racking and I'm excited.”

In "Young Woman and the
sen” Ridley plays American
swimmer Gertrude Trudy
Ederle, an Olyvmpie goldd
medlalist who became the first

Ridlay feund
Fame when she

took on tha rode
of Rey In the "Star
Wors' franchise.
Courtasy of

DA sy

Bekow: Dalsy
Ridlay wanra Elle
Sanb at the 2034
ESPY Awards

in Los Angeles.

[irtty Imagas

Wworman o swim Lhe
English Channel.

In 1926, Ederle saf ofl
from northern Franoe
for the southern English
coast, making the crossing
in 14 hours, 31 minutes, and
beating the men's waorkd
record by one hour and 59
minutes

Diespite a huge celebra
tory parade in New York
o her returmn, Ederle's
name and accomplish-
menis are not as well
knowm to the puldic as
hose of other sports
figures. BEderle died in
2008,

“PMlaying someone
who ks determined and
resilient . whao hiis a
reil joy for what they'ne
doings, 15 wonderiul”
Ridlley sakd, adding thai
she had undergone
a "pretty grucling”
swimming training
schedule for the
rikle,

A &tlll from 'Hounds.'

AWARLD
Amman filn

: fest announces
winners

Aroch Mews Diobo

The Amman International Film
Festival annoanded s wirnners
it the end of its nine-day festival
this week,

Moroccan Hlmnaker Raiiil

| Lazrag™ " Hounds,” which

follows the story of a father and
so who become embrotled

| Ina kidnapping assisnment,

wian the Black Tris Award in the
Arab Feature-Length Narrative
| Compeetition.

Yemend film “The
Burdhemned.” directed by Amr
Gamal, toolk home the Jury
Award in the same category.
The fklm follows a couple
whio hecome pregmant with
Lhedr Fowrth ©hld ancd, already
facing difficultics in mecting
their daily needs, decide to

terminate the pregnancy.

The annual award CERMEITPONY
| took place at the Roval Film
Commission in Jordan, The
[estival serecned more than 50
fillms [romm 28 countnes,

The Andience Award in the
Arab Feature-Length Narra-
tive Competition was given to
“Inshallah a Boy,” directed by
Amjad Al-Rasheed

“Inshallah a Boy™ made
history last year at the Cannes
Film Festival as the first Jorda-
nkan feature [lr]|:|I'I|l.'l||:|r|'
in the Critics’ Week section,
securing the Gan Foundation
Award and the Rall D0r for

Bt Feature: Fikm

Nada Doumani, festival
director, speaking at the awards
ceremony, sald: “The fact that
four prafects widch had won
avarils in previons edtions
are now being showeased al
thiz festival is the biggest proof
of the success of the pitching
platforms. Additionally, the

!.:lrgl-.l.lll'|1||:||1|'-e' ab &l the artivle
thes i= another indicator of the
success of the events targeting

e paials.”

INTERVIEW

“This has been ajourney for me,” Revin Costner says of passion projecl

Raffi Baghosian L cs Angeies

Dscar-winner Kevin Costner
brought his passion project
“Horlzon: An American 5aga™ to
i B S [hiks summer. A
labor ol love simsce 1988, Costner
wrote, produced. Ananced.
starred in, and directed the film.

His dedication paid off at the
Cannes Film Festival, wiers it
received an T-minute standing
ovation.

*This hax been a journey for me
and for the: peopte (0 stancd and

CQecar-winner Kevin Costner in
‘Horlzon: An American Saga.'

clap and nod stoq, And T basically
shiet ot the notse for a while

i walked my life backwards
aned thought about my jourme
professionally and the journey for

"Horizon” And | was just really
grateful at the end of the day that
I stayed true to it,” Costner said
of the lengthy standing ovation af
AT,

Costner (s 0 Western shary
aficl foacus=es on the experiences
of Indigrnous Amencans dorings
colonization. The Alm meticu-
lously explores a 12-vear span
curing which white settlers
ehcroached upon indipenos
s,

“We're Just plaving dress ups
and telling a story verseon. Bul,

vou know, the frontier was
actually founded on peogse
taking wagon trains across
through these uncharted
ferritory. 50 you really get 4
bt of empathy towands whal
aClwally happened,” actor Siam
Worthington said.

"Hortzon: An American Saga”
fakes its thime 10 st the tone
L 78 ENETEINE 10UTrney into a
prvotil era of American history
Deapite its three-hour runtime
and skow pace, British actress
spenna Miller says she enpoyed

the process.

“I realized there were a lot of
characters and there were long
seenes and people had long
monalogues. But 1 like that,”
Miller sakbd.

“I1 wias a meassive, epic
sized film to b doing. [t hike
hundreds of actors and cattle
everywhere, and we're in the
elermenic Bt then as an acior
His guist shickes o Use soene, He's
gnf this deep relaxation aboud
Bl way that he works.”™ scires
Abrbey Lo said



